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Carolina Hurricanes, with Aho sidelined, can’t find way to beat Vancouver Canucks 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced 30 minutes before 
game time Sunday that Sebastian Aho would not play 
against the Vancouver Canucks. 

The Canes missed their best player. 

Carolina arrived in Vancouver with three wins banked on its 
road trip, goalie Antti Raanta ready to take the net and plenty 
of momentum. But the Canucks, rejuvenated under new 
coach Bruce Boudreau, took a 2-1 victory at Rogers Arena 
as goalie Thatcher Demko earned his 12th win of the season 
with 28 saves. 

The Canes said Aho was sidelined with an illness. Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Aho, who leads the Canes with 
15 goals and 32 points, “didn’t feel right” before the game 
and stayed behind at the team hotel, but had no other 
information about Aho’s status moving forward. 

Martin Necas scored his seventh of the season at 2:32 of the 
third to pull the Canes within 2-1, Necas scoring on a two-on-
one rush off a Seth Jarvis pass. The Canes had a chance to 
tie the score when Necas was tripped later in the third but 
couldn’t convert on their only power play of the game -- 
against a team last in the NHL in penalty killing. 

After beating the Edmonton Oilers 3-1 Saturday, with Aho 
scoring twice, the Hurricanes (19-7-1) tried to gut out a 
second victory in two nights. But Brock Boeser scored in the 
first period and Elias Petterrsson in the second as Vancouver 
(12-15-2) stayed in front in winning a fourth straight for 
Boudreau, named head coach Dec. 5. 

The Canes pressured Demko, a big goalie at 6-4 who has 
won his last four games, in the final period but couldn’t tie the 
score after Necas’ goal. It helped Demko that the Canucks 
blocked 24 Canes shots, seven by defenseman Tucker 
Poolman. 

Raanta gave the Canes a chance with a quality start, making 
some tough stops among his 24 saves, and the Canes did 
compete hard despite the travel and lack of recovery time. 

“The effort is always there. That’s never an issue,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We made it a little harder on ourselves 
than we needed to tonight, some weird plays we don’t 
normally make. It’s tough to come back when you’re chasing 
the game. We worked hard but just didn’t execute very well.” 

The Canes believed they had scored the game’s first goal 
when Jesper Fast knocked a loose puck past Demko in the 
first period. It was disallowed as Andrei Svechnikov was 
ruled to have hit the puck with a high stick before Fast 
converted. 

The Canucks then scored first, with 1:31 left in the first. 
When the Canes failed to clear the puck from their zone, J.T. 
Miller set up Boeser for an open look in the slot for his 
seventh goal of what has been an uneven season. 

Pettersson, who also has under-performed this season, 
scored after a Carolina turnover at the Canes’ blue line. The 
Canucks were quickly down the ice and Pettersson picked 
up his fifth of the season at 7:44 of the second for a 2-0 lead. 

Brind’Amour juggled his lines, having Jordan Staal center 
Nino Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen. Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
replaced Aho on the Canes’ top power-play unit. 

The Canes have had three players in the COVID-19 protocol 
this season -- Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo, 
all right-shot defensemen. Bear has returned to the lineup 
but sat out against Calgary on Thursday with an illness. 

With Aho a late scratch, the Canes had 11 forwards and 
seven defensemen in the lineup Sunday. Pesce and 
DeAngelo are out of COVID protocol and have been skating 
in Raleigh, and both could play Tuesday against the 
Minnesota Wild.
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From ‘Walking Dead’ zombie to Carolina Hurricanes intern: Addy Miller Q&A 

By Sara Civian 

Addy Miller might be best known for a TV scene burned into 
the minds of anyone who has watched AMC’s “The Walking 
Dead.” 

But the 21-year-old Raleigh native is so much more than that 
one scene, and since then, she’s been tapping into all she’s 
capable of. She recently landed her first role as leading lady 
in a feature film: “Behind You” (2020). She’s a senior at NC 
State, where she’s made the dean’s list every term. And 
now, she’s exploring her communications/public relations 
major as an intern for her favorite team of all time: the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Athletic sat down with Miller to discuss what she’s 
learned with the Canes, some of her past roles and what the 
future holds. 

(Note: Interview is lightly edited for clarity and length.) 

So, I saw that picture of you as a kid in Canes gear. Were 
you always a Canes fan? How did that start? 

I was born and raised in Raleigh. My family definitely loves 
hockey and loves the Canes, so of course I grew up in a 
Caniac household. But I never really imagined I’d be working 
with them at some point. That little 10-year-old you saw in 
the photo, her dream was to be the next Hannah Montana. 
But, I still go to NC State and everything. I stayed in Raleigh. 
I always grew up going to games and was a huge fan. I think 
it was my mom who brought up the idea of maybe interning 
with the Canes (during) my freshman year in college. So 
when I got to college, I immediately started looking, and here 
we are. 

How has the experience been so far? 

It’s been great. I work mostly with the PR team, so (Mike 
Sundheim, Mike Brown and David Piper). I was a little 
nervous at first. I’m the only girl, and being new — they 
haven’t had interns in a bit because of COVID-19. But 
they’ve been so nice so far. Very patient with me. I started 
out slow, just trying to find my footing. Really great mentors 
so far. I work with David the most. He’s basically the one 
overseeing everything I do. It’s nice. We’ve all grown to be 
fast buddies, and it’s really fun having the group of interns to 
watch the games with. It’s definitely a great family and 
culture to be a part of. 

What do they have you doing? 

I work mostly with the press, the journalists. Giving out 
credentials, handing out stats, press meal stuff. I work office 
hours, too, so I’m just checking all the news, seeing who is 
talking about the Canes. I got to work on the media guide a 
bit, which was really cool. 

What’s your favorite Canes memory of all time? 

Oh my gosh, I remember watching the 2006 Stanley Cup 
happen. I was at a little watch party with my family. I don’t 

remember many things (from) when I was six, but I 
remember that — and you know I brought that up in my 
interview to get this position. I’m like, “I remember being 
glued to the TV screen.” I had a major obsession with Eric 
Staal. In that picture you saw on Twitter, you see me holding 
a Build-A-Bear — that Build-A-Bear is named Eric Staal. I 
was obsessed with the guy. I had the same soccer jersey 
number as him and everything. I got to go to a game once 
and sit in Eric’s seat — the Eric’s Entourage thing — and it 
was so cool to me. We got signed T-shirts and everything. 
That’s a prized possession of mine to this day. 

Has this experience made you want to maybe pursue hockey 
communications in the future? 

So, I’m definitely at a crossroads with acting and comm, and 
I always tell people I’ll choose the career that takes off first. 
I’m enjoying both so much right now, but this internship has 
definitely got me interested in the NHL and sports 
communication in general. It was something I hadn’t really 
considered too much until now, and now I’m like, “Wow, I 
really love this.” I worked a previous internship with a PR 
firm, but that was a lot of sitting down. This has been “go, go, 
go” action and chaos. And I love the drama. I love the chaos 
of it. This is the pace I really like, and the people have all just 
been fantastic. And getting to watch sports, a team you love 
all the time, it’s really cool and it’s something I want to 
pursue more. So I’m hoping it translates to something more. 
We’ll see. 

Speaking of your childhood dream to become Hannah 
Montana — I mean, you kind of are. Two lives here. Do 
people ever recognize you? 

It’s always awkward when it does happen. It’s always when I 
least expect it. But I joke about the whole Hannah Montana 
thing all the time, because after I got this internship in 
September, I also got a movie role. So I was interning in the 
morning, going to class then going on set to film. It was 
insane. It was like, “You know what, maybe I am Hannah 
Montana.” And I’d love to keep the grind going. 

So what made a Raleigh girl want to become an actor, and 
what has that career journey been like for you? 

It’s pretty funny. My mom thought it would be funny to put me 
in childhood modeling. She somehow got me in an agency, 
and when I was eight, the agency sent me a movie audition. 
They said, “You know, you really fit the description. I know 
you’re not into acting, but you should really just do it.” My 
mom said, “No, she can’t act. She can hardly tell a lie. 
There’s no way this kid will ever be an actor.” But I got wind 
of the role, and my dream was to be Hannah Montana, so I 
begged my mom to let me try. I was an only child at the time 
so I ended up getting my way and doing the audition in 
Wilmington. I actually ended up getting the part — it was 
“The Secret Life of Bees.” I got to play young Dakota 
Fanning, which was really cool. She’s great. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 13, 2021 

 

Ever since walking on my first set, I just fell in love with it. I 
started out really small, doing extra bits in random movies, 
and eventually that grew into bigger and bigger parts. I still 
love it. 

What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

I had a film come out in 2020 called “Behind You.” Right 
now, I’d say that’s my favorite, because it was my first time 
as a leading lady in a feature film role. That was really cool to 
be a part of. I was in Utah for a month. I really connected 
with the people on that set. Just the memories of being there 
and making this movie were so fun. I cherish that role. 

What do you have going on right now? 

I actually have a few auditions today. But I did just wrap 
something in early October — I don’t know how much I can 

say about it. It’s called “Abandoned,” and it has Emma 
Roberts starring in it. She is really cool — nothing like the 
intimidating characters she plays. 

What’s next for you in life? What happens when you 
graduate? What do you want to do? 

You know, I really hope I’m still doing PR and communication 
in the NHL somewhere. My hope is to still be with the Canes. 
Coincidentally, the season ends when I graduate, so I’d 
really love to keep working with hockey and see where that 
takes me. I’ve loved all the people I’ve met and all the 
experiences I’ve had. I definitely feel a deeper connection for 
the team now that I’ve gotten to know the people individually. 
It’s a lot more meaningful now, and I really just hope to keep 
doing what I’m doing.
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Hurricanes can’t overcome travel, loss of Aho; lose 2-1 in Vancouver 

Carolina's star center was a late scratch with an unidentified 
illness 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Carolina Hurricanes faced a tall task Sunday night, 
traveling into Vancouver following the previous night’s win in 
Edmonton to face the rested Canucks. 

“It’s tough,” Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis said of the back-
to-back games in western Canada. “You learn a lot more 
about your body and just what you need to take care of it to 
feel good coming into games like this.” 

The task proved even harder when red-hot Sebastian Aho 
was a late scratch, adding to Carolina’s list of unavailable 
players. 

The Canucks benefited from all their advantages, never 
trailing in a 2-1 win over the Hurricanes in Carolina’s fourth 
game of a five-game road trip. 

While the Hurricanes’ effort wasn’t in question, the mental 
mistakes of a road-weary team were on display. 

“I think we made it a little harder on ourselves than we 
needed to tonight,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Some weird plays that we don’t normally make that led to a 
couple of their goals. … We just kind of gave them a couple 
of freebies, and it’s tough to come back when you’re chasing 
the game.” 

The Hurricanes started chasing near the end of the first 
period. 

After Jordan Staal turned the puck over to the Canucks in the 
Carolina end, J.T. Miller worked a quick 2-on-1 with Brock 
Boeser for the latter’s seventh goal of the season with 1:31 
left in the first. 

Another turnover, this one at the Canucks blue line, allowed 
Vancouver to double its lead. 

Ian Cole’s errant pass was stolen by Vancouver defenseman 
Tyler Myers, who led a 4-on-2 rush that Elias Pettersson 
finished at 7:44 of the second period for his first goal of the 
month. 

The Hurricanes, true to form, battled back, led by Jarvis, 
Martin Necas and goalie Antti Raanta. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi chipped the puck out of the Carolina end 
to create an odd-man chance. Jarvis passed to Necas, and 
the speedy forward deked to his backhand and scored on 
Thatcher Demko (29 saves) to halve the Canucks’ lead. 

“We’re getting a little more chemistry together,” Necas said 
of his connection with Jarvis. “You can see he’s got the skill, 
great skater, and we’re gonna try to connect as much as 
possible.” 

Raanta (24 saves), again a hard-luck loser, kept the 
Hurricanes within striking distance with several key saves. 

“He held us in and the third so we could kind of get back in 
the game,” Brind’Amour said. 

But a late push with Raanta on the bench for an extra skater 
wasn’t able to yield the tying goal. 

The team’s focus now turns to Minnesota, where Carolina 
should get defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
back in the lineup and conclude their road trip with a game 
Tuesday against the Wild. 

The spotlight also shines brightly on Aho’s status for 
Tuesday and beyond. 

The Hurricanes’ star center had scored multiple points in five 
straight games, but Brind’Amour said Aho “just didn’t feel 
right” before Sunday’s game and was left back at the hotel. 
Brind’Amour did not clarify if Aho was just the latest to battle 
a flu bug that has circulated through the team or if he was 
the fourth player on the team to test positive for COVID-19. 

“Obviously, I’d be concerned if it was more than one day, but 
I don’t know,” Brind’Amour said.
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Recap: Aho-less Canes Fall Just Short In Vancouver 

Team's leading scorer did not play due to illness 

By Walt Ruff 

VANCOUVER, BC. - The Carolina Hurricanes four-game win 
streak came to a close Sunday night, falling to the 
Vancouver Canucks by a score of 2-1.  

Three Things: 

1) Sebastian Aho's Importance Cannot Be Understated 

The Canes were dealt some tough news at the start of 
warmups Sunday, as the team's public relations department 
announced that Sebastian Aho would not play due to illness. 
One of the hottest skaters in the NHL and presumably one of 
the league's Stars of the Week (which will be announced 
Monday), the team's number one center had registered 12 
points in his last five games and nearly single-handedly 
drove the team's offense in their wins over Calgary and 
Edmonton. 

With Aho out of the lineup Jordan Staal jumped up to center 
Nino Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen and Max Lajoie 
entered into the lineup, thus giving the team a roster of 
eleven forwards and seven defensemen for the effort. 

The Canes put together a really strong third period, however, 
you could tell that the team did not have the same gusto in 
the first 40 minutes without their #20. 

2) Antti Raanta Was Resilient and Superb 

Despite Rod Brind'Amour saying post-game that he wished 
his team would have gotten a few more pucks on net 
throughout, both goaltenders were fantastic when needed. 

Antti Raanta finished with 24 stops on 26 shots, including a 
few for his personal highlight reel. We often hear players say 
that all you can ask from a goalie is a chance to win the 
game and the 32-year-old Finn certainly did that this 
evening. 

The only two occasions in which he was beat all night were 
when the Canes couldn't get the puck out of their own end, 
leading to Brock Boeser being left open in the slot, and then 
secondly when his club turned the puck over at their 
attacking blue line, leading to a transition rush for Vancouver. 

Unfortunately it will go as a loss on his record, but this 
outcome is not a reflection of his body of work. 

3) "You Aren't Going To Win Every Game" 

Now standing at 19-7-1 on the season, tonight served as a 
reminder that no matter how good this team has been this 
year, losses are still going to happen. Not only were they 
without their number one weapon up front, they also didn't 

have two key defensemen in Tony DeAngelo and Brett 
Pesce, nor Jordan Martinook. 

The result isn't what they'd hoped for, but it was a gutsy 
effort, all things considered. Playing their second game in as 
many nights, and in a different time zone for the fourth time 
in five games, nobody on the club will use the travel as an 
excuse, but when it comes to the tough portions of their 
season schedule, this past week was certainly one of them. 

As they now work their way back east with a stop in 
Minnesota Tuesday night, leaving Canada with a record of 3-
1 (4-1 in their last five overall) after four difficult tests is 
nothing to scoff at. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team's third period push: 

"We played okay in the third. We got one and then we had a 
couple "maybe" chances. We didn't get enough pucks to the 
net though to have a really good chance at coming back." 

Seth Jarvis speaking on the play of Raanta tonight: 

"He was stellar, again. Seems like a broken record, we really 
rely on our goalies. He did all he could for us and we just 
needed to find the back of the net." 

Martin Necas on his goal and if he felt like it provided a spark 
to his team to ignite the third period pressure: 

"We needed one more. Of course it was nice [to score], but 
we had a couple more chances to get a couple more. One's 
not enough today." 

What's Next?: 

The team will fly to Minnesota Monday, one day ahead of 
their road trip conclusion against the Wild.  

Bonus Notes: 

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jarvis were a huge part of 
the team's third period effort, each recording an 
assist on Necas' seventh goal of the season. 

 Each team took just one penalty in the contest. 

 Vancouver finished with 24 blocked shots, 11 
coming in the third period. 

 The Hurricanes had zero giveaways in 60 minutes. 

 No further update was provided post-game on 
Aho's status. Brind'Amour said he found out just 
ahead of game-time that he wasn't feeling up to 
playing and that was that. 
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 Defenseman Jalen Chatfield exited the game during 
the third period. No update was available on him 
either. 

 The Canucks moved to 4-0 under new head coach 
Bruce Boudreau with the win. 

 Earlier Sunday Brind'Amour said that the plan 
remains for DeAngelo and Pesce to meet the team 
in Minnesota.

 

 

Canucks hold off Hurricanes for fourth straight win under Boudreau 

Demko makes 28 saves to help hand Carolina first loss in 
five games 

By Kevin Woodley 

VANCOUVER -- The Vancouver Canucks won their fourth 
straight game under coach Bruce Boudreau, 2-1 against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at Rogers Arena on Sunday. 

Boudreau is the first coach in Canucks history to win his first 
four games. 

"Let's go for five," he said. "We're behind the eight ball. 
We've got to keep going after it." 

Brock Boeser and Elias Pettersson scored, and Thatcher 
Demko made 28 saves for the Canucks (12-15-2), who were 
3-9-1 in their previous 13 games before firing Travis Green 
and general manager Jim Benning on Dec. 5. 

"A fresh start. It's a little different, the way we're playing," 
Boeser said. "We're trying to push forward, and you can see 
how much the D are pinching and getting up the ice quick 
and supporting each other. It's working well so far, and we've 
got to keep building, getting better at our systems and keep 
getting wins." 

Martin Necas scored, and Antti Raanta made 24 saves for 
the Hurricanes (19-7-1), who lost for the first time in five 
games. 

"The effort is always there with this group, that's never the 
issue," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We made it a 
little harder on ourselves than we needed to, kind of some 
weird plays we don't normally make that led to a couple of 
their goals. We just kind of gave them a couple of freebies 
and it's tough to come back when you're chasing the game. 
We worked hard, just didn't execute well." 

Carolina was coming off a 3-1 win at the Edmonton Oilers on 
Saturday and played without center Sebastian Aho, who was 
a late scratch because of a non-COVID illness. Aho leads 
the Hurricanes with 32 points (15 goals, 17 assists) in 26 
games and was on a five-game multipoint streak. 

"I found out at game time he just didn't feel right, so that's 
about as much I can give you," Brind'Amour said. "He just 
didn't feel right so we left him back at the hotel. Obviously, I'd 
be concerned if it was more than one day, but I don't know." 

Boeser put Vancouver ahead 1-0 at 18:29 of the first period 
when he finished a give-and-go off the cycle with J.T. Miller 
from the right hash marks.  

It was the third goal in the past four games for Boeser, who 
didn't score in Green's final 13 games as coach. 

"To be able to score and get a huge win, it means a lot and 
builds on the confidence," Boeser said. "You can feel the 
confidence building and it's a lot better when you're winning 
hockey games in the locker room and everyone's excited to 
come to the rink." 

Pettersson made it 2-0 at 7:44 of the second period, beating 
Raanta blocker side with a shot from the slot on a 4-on-2 
rush. 

Pettersson's goal was his first at even strength this season 
and just his second in the past 16 games. 

"I'm a player that should score points, score goals," 
Pettersson said. "This season, I've been kind of overdoing 
things, overthinking. But we're winning now. I'm feeling better 
out there. There's still stuff I have to work on, especially face-
offs. I was horrendous on that (2-for-10) today. I feel good 
but still I have a lot in me." 

Necas cut it to 2-1 at 2:32 of the third period. He received a 
pass on a 2-on-1 from Seth Jarvis, deked back to his 
backhand and shot five-hole on Demko. 

"We needed one more," Necas said. "Of course, it was nice 
[to score], but had a couple more chances to get a couple 
more and not enough today." 

NOTES: Vancouver played without defensemen Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson and Travis Hamonic for the second straight 
game. Ekman-Larsson is day to day with an undisclosed 
injury. Hamonic is out 2-3 weeks with a lower-body injury. … 
Carolina defenseman Jalen Chatfield, who was playing his 
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first game against his former team, left midway through the 
third period with an undisclosed injury. Brind'Amour did not 
have an update.

 

 

Canucks beat Hurricanes 2-1, extend win streak to 4 games 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — Elias Pettersson 
and Brock Boeser scored as the Vancouver Canucks 
extended their win streak to four games with a 2-1 victory 
over the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday night. 

Seven days after taking over behind the bench, Bruce 
Boudreau became the first Canucks coach to start his tenure 
4-0-0.  

“Let’s go for five,” he said. “We’re behind the 8 ball. We’ve 
got to keep going after it.”  

Martin Necas scored for the Hurricanes, who outshot 
Vancouver 29-26. Carolina had won four in a row. 

Thatcher Demko made 28 saves for the Canucks (12-15-2). 
Antti Raanta stopped 24 shots for the Hurricanes. 

“The way we’re playing is a little different,” Boeser said. “I 
think we’re trying to push forward and you can see how 
much the (defensemen) are pinching and getting up the ice 
quick and supporting each other. I think it’s been working 
well so far and I think we’ve got to keep building and keep 
getting better at our systems and keep getting wins.”  

Pettersson said Boudreau has kept the Canucks honest.  

“When we have our bad periods, things we could do better, 
he lets us hear it,” Pettersson explained. “It’s been great so 
far, obviously. But we know it doesn’t come every game. 
We’ve got to bring it and be honest with ourselves.” 

Carolina (19-7-1) played without star center Sebastian Aho, 
who missed the game with an undisclosed illness. 

“We know it’s their third in four, we know Aho wasn’t there,” 
Boudreau said. “But when you can compete with the best in 
the league … you start to gain confidence that, ‘Hey, you 
know what? We’re not that bad.’ And that’s what we want 
them to believe.” 

The Hurricanes called a timeout with two minutes left and 
pulled Raanta in favor of an extra skater. Demko was forced 
to make a big kick save on a shot by Andrei Svechnikov with 
just seconds left, and the Canucks held on. 

“I think we made it a little harder on ourselves than we 
needed to tonight, kind of some weird plays that we don’t 
normally make and led to a couple of their goals, really. So 
it’s tough when you give them those,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said.  

“I mean, (the Canucks) played OK over there, but we just 
kind of gave them a couple of freebies and it’s tough to come 

back when you’re chasing the game. We worked hard, just 
didn’t execute very well.” 

Necas’ goal put Carolina on the board early in the third 
period. 

Vancouver’s Vasily Podkolzin sprawled out on the ice in an 
attempt to prevent Seth Jarvis’ pass, but the center managed 
to find Necas in front of the Canucks net. Necas flipped in a 
quick backhand at the 2:32 mark. 

“We needed one more. Of course it was nice (to score), but 
had a couple more chances to get a couple more and one’s 
not enough today,” Necas said.  

Vancouver came into the third up 2-0 after Pettersson scored 
off the rush 7:44 into the second. He took a nice pass from 
Conor Garland and scored on a shot from the hash marks to 
pad the Canucks’ lead. The goal was Pettersson’s fifth of the 
season and first at even strength. 

“I’m a player that should score points, score goals, etc., 
whatever. This season, I’ve been kind of overdoing things, 
overthinking,” Pettersson said. “But we’re winning now. I’m 
feeling better out there. There’s still stuff I have to work on, 
especially faceoffs — I was horrendous on that today. I feel 
good but still I have a lot in me.” 

The Canucks went into the first intermission up 1-0 thanks to 
Boeser. 

Stationed at the goal line, J.T. Miller sent a pass into the high 
slot. Boeser fired a wrist shot past Raanta on the stick side at 
18:29 for his seventh goal of the season. 

Miller got an assist, extending his point streak to four games. 
He has a goal and four assists during the stretch. 

Svechnikov batted a puck into the Vancouver net earlier in 
the period, but the goal was quickly waved off for a high 
stick. 

NOTES: Both sides were 0 for 1 on the power play. ... 
Former Canuck Jalen Chatfield played his first game in 
Vancouver since signing with Carolina as a free agent in 
July. ... It was the first meeting between the teams since Feb. 
2, 2020. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Minnesota on Tuesday night to wrap up a 
five-game trip. 

Canucks: Host Columbus on Tuesday night to complete a 
six-game homestand.
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THN Three Stars: Aho, Matthews, Demko Deserve Heavy Praise 

Players like Nashville's Roman Josi and the New York 
Rangers’ Adam Fox had great weeks, but you need to really 
stand out to make the top trio of honored players. Adam 
Proteau shares his top three picks of the week. 

By Adam Proteau 

This week’s THN Three Stars was a close race. Players like 
Nashville's Roman Josi and the New York Rangers’ Adam 
Fox had great weeks, but you need to really stand out to 
make the top trio of honored players. Without further ado 
(and in reverse order): 

3. Thatcher Demko, Vancouver: While the Canucks were in 
disarray off the ice this past week, their players were 
enjoying a solid first week under new head coach Bruce 
Boudreau. Number one netminder Demko was perfect in 
three games, going 3-0-0 with only four goals allowed, and a 
sterling .962 save percentage and one shutout.  

Thatcher now has an 11-11-1 record this season, as well as 
a .915 SP and 2.73 goals-against average. That might be 
pedestrian on a leading NHL team, but on the otherwise 
woeful Canucks, that’s as good a performance as can be 
expected. 

2. Auston Matthews, Toronto: With four goals and seven 
points in four games, Matthews led his Maple Leafs in 

scoring this week; in doing so, he tied himself for fifth place 
in league point-getting with teammate and Leafs captain 
John Tavares, with 31 points in 26 GP.  

Matthews is now on a nine-game point streak, and that 
includes five multi-point games. He also had one game-
winning goal this week, while averaging more than 20 
minutes in ice time per game. He is as dangerous a player 
as there is on an NHL ice pad, and at age 24, his peak years 
remain ahead. 

1. Sebastien Aho, Carolina: The Hurricanes are one of the 
NHL’s best teams, and Aho has played no small part in that 
success. This past week, the 24-year-old center generated 
four goals and seven points, including one game-winning 
goal, to keep the Canes unbeaten streak at four games and 
counting. 

Aho is tied for fourth overall in NHL scoring, with 15 goals 
and 32 points in 26 GP. Two weeks ago, he garnered five 
points in three GP. He has a good shot at setting new 
personal-bests in goals (his current best is 30, in 2018-19) 
and points (83, in 2018-19). He’s got better teammates and 
arguably the best Hurricanes team he’s had in six NHL 
seasons, and he has to be the primary target of his 
opponents night-in and night-out. That makes his 
achievements all the more impressive.
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Canes fall short in Vancouver despite Raanta gem 

The Hurricanes fell to the Canucks 2-1 Sunday night, as 
game four of the road trip brought the first loss.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

A comeback effort fell short Sunday night for the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Vancouver, as the Canes fell to the Canucks 2-
1 despite a brilliant effort from Antti Raanta in net.  

The Canucks tallied a goal in each of the first two periods, 
with Brock Boeser scoring late in the first and Elias 
Pettersson making it 2-0 midway through the second. The 
Canes battled back in the third, getting their lone goal on a 
marvelous forehand-backhand move from Martin Necas that 
beat Thatcher Demko.  

The goalies were both on their game Sunday night, with 
Raanta the best player in a white sweater. He stopped 24 of 
26 shots faced, making a handful of incredible saves in the 
game, particularly down the stretch to keep the Canes alive. 
Demko made 28 saves to get the win.  

The first period was an interesting one for the Canes. 
Carolina was the better team through the first 20 minutes, 
controlling the puck and the action and even having a game-
opening goal (rightfully) taken off the board for a puck being 
played by a high stick.  

Raanta was strong, stopping a couple good looks from 
Vancouver, but it was the Canes who really dictated the play. 
That, of course, wasn’t what the scoreboard reflected, 
though.  

Late in the first period the Hurricanes had an all-around 
defensive lapse, failing to clear the puck from the zone as a 
puck bounced off a Carolina skate and made its way to 
Boeser in the center of the ice. He beat Raanta to make it 1-
0, without much deterrence from any defenseman.  

Shortly after the Canes successfully killed of the game’s first 
penalty the Canucks made it 2-0 in the second, taking 

advantage of another costly Carolina mistake. The 
Hurricanes turned it over in the offensive zone, which sprung 
an odd-man rush for Vancouver.  

The Canucks worked that advantage to perfection, with Tyler 
Myers dropping a nice pass to Conor Garland, who threaded 
an assist to Pettersson for the snipe past Raanta.  

The Canes responded fairly well to the Pettersson goal, 
buzzing for a stretch in the second period that included Seth 
Jarvis ringing the post. Still, the Hurricanes couldn’t crack the 
scoresheet heading into the second intermission, as too 
much hesitation and shots straight into the gut of Demko 
kept it at a 2-0 game.  

Carolina, desperately needing an early third-period goal to 
kick start the comeback, got just that, as Necas got the 
Canes’ first a few minutes into the final frame. Seth Jarvis 
carried the puck and centered a pass to Necas, who used a 
beautiful forehand-backhand move to beat Demko with a 
highlight-reel goal.  

Necas continued to do Necas things, as he used a burst of 
speed and fancy spin-o-rama to draw the first penalty against 
Vancouver a few minutes later. The Canes couldn’t take 
advantage of the man advantage, though, with the best look 
a heavy shot on target from Jarvis off a good cross-ice pass 
from Necas.  

The Hurricanes kept fighting down the stretch, with Raanta 
pulling out about five or six of his best saves of the night to 
keep the hope alive for Carolina. The Canes, however, 
couldn’t pay their goalie back, as it stayed 2-1 until the final 
buzzer, though the Hurricanes gave one of the better extra 
skater efforts a team can give.  

Up next for the Hurricanes is a trip to Minnesota, where a 
meeting with the Wild Tuesday night will end the road trip. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Necas, Jarvis discuss loss to Canucks 

The Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t get it done in Vancouver 
Sunday night, falling to the Canucks 2-1.  

By Alec_Sawyer and Andrew Schnittker 

Despite a gem in net from Antti Raanta and a valiant 
comeback effort, the Carolina Hurricanes couldn’t get it done 
Sunday night in a 2-1 loss in Vancouver.  

The Canes came into the game on a four-game winning 
streak, but were hit with a blow pregame as Sebastian Aho 
was sidelined with an illness. Carolina fell behind 2-0 in the 
second period but battled back, as Raanta made a handful of 
great saves and Martin Necas scored with a beautiful 
backhand move in the third.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Necas and 
Seth Jarvis spoke with members of the media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if we has happy with the effort: The effort’s always there 
with this group. That’s never the issues. I think we made it a 
little harder on ourselves than we needed to tonight with 
some weird plays that we don’t normally make that led to a 
couple of their goals. They played OK over there, but we just 
kind of gave them a couple freebies. It’s tough to come back 
when you’re chasing the game. But we worked hard, just 
didn’t execute very well. 

On Antti Raanta: Especially in the third, I didn’t think we gave 
up much in the first. We had a really good first period, we just 
weren’t able to score. We gave them one, in my opinion. We 
iced the puck with no one on us and then that leads to the 
faceoff in our end. We weren’t able to clear it. And then he 
held us in there in the third so we could get back in the 
game.  

On Sebastian Aho’s status: I can’t give you much on that. I 
found at game time that he just didn’t feel right. That’s as 
much as I can give you on that.  

On the third-period push and Jalen Chatfield’s status: I don’t 
know about him yet. I haven’t gone in the training room, so 
I’m not sure of his status. We played OK in the third, and 
then we had a couple maybe chances. We didn’t get enough 
pucks to the net, though, to have a really good chance at 
coming back.  

On the team’s young talent: We are a young group. 
Everyone kind of forgets that. We’ve got a couple veteran 
players, but we’re still learning the game a little bit with some 
of these guys. This is the best way to learn, on the fly and in 
the heat of it. We’ve got some good young players, that’s 
obvious.  

On if he’s concerned about Aho’s status or on if he thinks it 
may be more of a one-day thing: I told you I didn’t know 

much about it. He just didn’t feel right, so we left him back at 
the hotel. Obviously I’d be concerned if it was more than one 
day. But I don’t know. 

Martin Necas 

On this game being tough with all the travel and losing Aho 
last minute: Every loss is tough. Especially, we were missing 
more than just [Aho], we’re missing still a couple more guys 
that are really important for us. We found a way to fight 
without them. Today could just be a little bit better from us. 
We didn’t play much in their end. [Raanta] still had some 
huge saves. Their goalie was good as well. We had to have 
one more.  

On Raanta’s performance: He’s a great goalie. Everyone 
knows that. He made some huge saves. In the third when 
you are losing by two and then losing by one, you try to play 
a little bit more for offense. They had some breakaways 
there, two-on-ones and he made some saves and kept us in 
the game. We’ve just got to find a way to score more than 
one goal. 

On his goal providing a spark: We needed one more. Of 
course it was nice. We had a couple more chances to get a 
couple more, and one’s not enough today.  

On how tough these road stretches are: We just try to 
recover as much as possible. Have a good meal. Have a 
good sleep. It’s the same for everyone in this league. 
Sometimes you have an easier schedule. Sometimes it’s 
harder. This is just it for us right now. We all know how it 
feels, and we’ve just got to battle through it.  

On his chemistry with Jarvis: He’s a good player. I’m still 
young. He’s even younger. He’s still learning. Game by 
game I feel we’re getting more chemistry together. You can 
see he’s got the skill. He’s a great skater. 

Seth Jarvis 

On how he’s dealing with the road trip as a young player: 
Yeah, it’s definitely new to me. I think I got a lot of time to 
prepare for it playing in the [WHL] with all that travel. It’s 
tough. You learn a lot more about your body and what you 
need to do to take care of it coming into a game like this.  

On Raanta’s performance: Yeah, he was stellar again. It 
seems like a broken record. We’ve really relied on our 
goalies. He did all he could for us, and we just need to find 
the back of the net. 

On his chemistry with Necas: I think playing with Martin is 
awesome. Me and him play similar kind of styles. We like 
playing fast. We like making plays. I think me and him, the 
more time we spend together on the ice and off the ice, it’s 
only going to benefit us.
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Canes run out of steam in Vancouver, lose 2-1  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

A short-handed Carolina Hurricanes squad could not 
complete its sweep of western Canada, falling 2-1 to the 
Vancouver Canucks on Sunday, Dec. 12. 

Center Sebastian Aho was a late scratch due to illness, 
ending his streak of 265 consecutive appearances for the 
Canes (19-7-1). Defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo were also missing against the Canucks (12-15-2) 
due to COVID-19 protocol while left wing Jordan Martinook is 
still nursing a lower-body injury he suffered against the 
Ottawa Senators on Dec. 2. 

The Hurricanes struggled to find quality chances in the first 
two periods, largely thanks to a tenacious Vancouver 
defense. The Canucks blocked a whopping 24 shots over the 
course of the game. When the Canes’ shots did make it past 
the defense, Vancouver goaltender Thatcher Demko made 
28 saves to keep victory just out of Carolina’s reach. 

Despite the loss, the Canes got a quality performance from 
their own netminder, Antti Raanta. Both of the Canucks’ 
goals resulted from the Hurricanes losing control of the puck 
in their own zone, leaving Raanta more or less hung out to 

dry, but he made several impressive saves in the third period 
to keep his team in the game. 

“He was stellar again,” said center Seth Jarvis. “Seems like a 
broken record, we really relied on our goalies. He did all he 
could for us and we just needed to find the back of the net.” 

The Canes’ lone goal came from center Martin Nečas early 
in the third period. A quick 2-on-1 rush with him and Jarvis 
finally put Carolina on the scoreboard with 17:28 to try and 
pull even with the Canucks. 

It ended up a “close but no cigar” result for the Canes, who 
looked understanbly sluggish considering this was their 
fourth road game in six days. Combined with the absence of 
key players like Aho and DeAngelo, Vancouver was simply 
the better team on this particular night. 

“The effort’s always there with this group, that's never the 
issue,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I think we made it 
a little harder on ourselves than we needed to tonight. [There 
were] kind of some weird plays that we don't normally make 
and led to a couple of their goals.” 

The Canes round out their road trip in Minnesota to take on 
the Wild on Tuesday, Dec. 14. Puck drop is set for 8 p.m.
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Many Wolves shine in Win No. 9 

Eleven Wolves produce points, including 2 goals apiece for 
Noesen and Drury  

Texas-born Stefan Noesen and Winnetka native Jack Drury 
produced two goals and one assist each to spark the 
Chicago Wolves to a 7-2 victory over the Texas Stars 
Sunday afternoon at H-E-B Center. 

Defenseman Josh Jacobs and forwards Andrew Poturalski 
and Spencer Smallman also scored for the Wolves (17-4-1-
1), who won on the Stars’ home ice for the third time in four 
days and secured their first nine-game winning streak since 
the 2005-06 season. 

Chicago, which leads the AHL’s Central Division, improved 
to 12-1-0-0 on the road and swept a five-game road trip for 
the first time in the franchise’s 28-year history. 

Texas (7-10-3-1) needed just 44 seconds to get on the 
board. Defenseman Ben Gleason pulled and dragged the 
puck past a Wolves forward, then stepped up to unleash a 
blast for a 1-0 lead. 

The Wolves answered at 13:20 with a little help from the 
Stars. Josh Leivo (3 assists) secured the puck behind the net 
and tried to jam it past goaltender Adam Scheel, but the 
rebound came out to Drury in the left circle and he flicked it 
toward the goal. Scheel got a piece of the puck, but it came 
to rest on the goal line — until Scheel’s teammate tapped it 
across the line in an errant attempt to clear the puck. 

Chicago took the lead for good shortly after killing a penalty. 
Jacobs batted a Texas shot to the ice, then flipped it to 
Poturalski in the defensive zone. The captain spied Noesen 
sneaking past two defensemen and threaded a pass 
between them to set up Noesen’s breakaway score at 13:57 
of the second. 

Noesen struck again at 18:39, this time on the power play. 
Leivo controlled the puck along the left half-wall and steered 
it back to the point for C.J. Smith, who rocketed a shot 

toward the traffic in front of the net. Noesen collected the 
rebound just outside of the crease and shoved it home for a 
3-1 lead. 

The Wolves killed off Texas’ 5-on-3 power play to start the 
third period, then used that momentum to take a 4-1 lead on 
Jacobs’ goal at 2:38. Smith skated from the top of the right 
circle to the top of the left and steered a pass toward the 
traffic in front of the net. Jacobs ducked into the slot and 
tipped the shot past the unsuspecting Scheel (2-3-2), who 
kept looking for the puck. 

Drury registered his fifth goal in the last five games thanks to 
a sterling give-and-go with Leivo at 9:03 of the third. 
Defenseman Jesper Sellgren, holding the puck behind the 
Wolves’ net, whistled a pass up the ice to an accelerating 
Drury. He fed Leivo along the right boards, received a return 
pass and placed a perfect backhand into the net. 

Texas’ Rhett Gardner scored on a penalty shot at 12:05 — 
the first allowed by the Wolves since 2014 — but that just 
inspired Chicago to add to its lead. Poturalski whistled home 
a power-play tally at 13:18, then backup Stars goaltender 
Colton Point turned over a puck and David Cotton fed 
Spencer Smallman at 13:41. 

Scheel (2-3-2) stopped 20 of 25 shots in the opening 49 
minutes, then Point added 4 saves in the final 11. Eetu 
Makiniemi (10-2-1) earned 26 saves to become the second 
AHL goaltender to reach double figures in wins. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena for two big home games 
this week. They host the second-place Manitoba Moose at 
11 a.m. Thursday, then face the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 
p.m. Saturday for Superhero Night and the Wolves Wall 
Calendar Giveaway, presented by Rose Pest Solutions. To 
get special deals on tickets, visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 
1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256536256.html 

https://theathletic.com/3010586/2021/12/13/from-walking-dead-zombie-to-carolina-hurricanes-intern-addy-miller-qa/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/hurricanes-cant-overcome-travel-loss-of-aho-lose-2-1-in-vancouver/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-aho-less-canes-fall-just-short-in-vancouver/c-328953390 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-vancouver-canucks-game-recap/c-328795562 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-vancouver-canucks-canada-0f8ac4e58fa8af708b8a9d40dbf7d11e 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/thn-three-stars-aho-matthews-demko-deserve-heavy-praise 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/13/22831631/canes-fall-short-in-vancouver-despite-raanta-gem 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/13/22831766/they-said-it-brindamour-necas-jarvis-discuss-loss-to-canucks 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-run-out-of-steam-in-vancouver-lose-2-1/article_76dd401e-5bdb-11ec-9c9a-efa036e4b8c2.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/12/many-wolves-shine-in-win-no-9/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes, with Aho sidelined, can’t find way to beat Vancouver 
Canucks 

 

Chip Alexander5-6 minutes Invalid Date 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced 30 minutes before game time 
Sunday that Sebastian Aho would not play against the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

The Canes missed their best player. 

Carolina arrived in Vancouver with three wins banked on its road trip, 
goalie Antti Raanta ready to take the net and plenty of momentum. But 
the Canucks, rejuvenated under new coach Bruce Boudreau, took a 2-1 
victory at Rogers Arena as goalie Thatcher Demko earned his 12th win of 
the season with 28 saves. 

The Canes said Aho was sidelined with an illness. Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Aho, who leads the Canes with 15 goals and 32 points, 
“didn’t feel right” before the game and stayed behind at the team hotel, 
but had no other information about Aho’s status moving forward. 

Martin Necas scored his seventh of the season at 2:32 of the third to pull 
the Canes within 2-1, Necas scoring on a two-on-one rush off a Seth 
Jarvis pass. The Canes had a chance to tie the score when Necas was 
tripped later in the third but couldn’t convert on their only power play of 
the game -- against a team last in the NHL in penalty killing. 

After beating the Edmonton Oilers 3-1 Saturday, with Aho scoring twice, 
the Hurricanes (19-7-1) tried to gut out a second victory in two nights. But 
Brock Boeser scored in the first period and Elias Petterrsson in the 
second as Vancouver (12-15-2) stayed in front in winning a fourth 
straight for Boudreau, named head coach Dec. 5. 

The Canes pressured Demko, a big goalie at 6-4 who has won his last 
four games, in the final period but couldn’t tie the score after Necas’ goal. 
It helped Demko that the Canucks blocked 24 Canes shots, seven by 
defenseman Tucker Poolman. 

Raanta gave the Canes a chance with a quality start, making some tough 
stops among his 24 saves, and the Canes did compete hard despite the 
travel and lack of recovery time. 

“The effort is always there. That’s never an issue,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
made it a little harder on ourselves than we needed to tonight, some 
weird plays we don’t normally make. It’s tough to come back when you’re 
chasing the game. We worked hard but just didn’t execute very well.” 

The Canes believed they had scored the game’s first goal when Jesper 
Fast knocked a loose puck past Demko in the first period. It was 
disallowed as Andrei Svechnikov was ruled to have hit the puck with a 
high stick before Fast converted. 

The Canucks then scored first, with 1:31 left in the first. When the Canes 
failed to clear the puck from their zone, J.T. Miller set up Boeser for an 
open look in the slot for his seventh goal of what has been an uneven 
season. 

Pettersson, who also has under-performed this season, scored after a 
Carolina turnover at the Canes’ blue line. The Canucks were quickly 
down the ice and Pettersson picked up his fifth of the season at 7:44 of 
the second for a 2-0 lead. 

Brind’Amour juggled his lines, having Jordan Staal center Nino 
Niederreiter and Teuvo Teravainen. Jesperi Kotkaniemi replaced Aho on 
the Canes’ top power-play unit. 

The Canes have had three players in the COVID-19 protocol this season 
-- Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo, all right-shot 
defensemen. Bear has returned to the lineup but sat out against Calgary 
on Thursday with an illness. 

With Aho a late scratch, the Canes had 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen in the lineup Sunday. Pesce and DeAngelo are out of 
COVID protocol and have been skating in Raleigh, and both could play 
Tuesday against the Minnesota Wild. 
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Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho misses Vancouver game because of 
illness 

 

Chip Alexander3-3 minutes Invalid Date 

 

Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho, the team’s top scorer, was 
held out of Sunday’s game against Vancouver because of an illness. 

The team announced Aho, who had scored five goals in the past three 
games, would miss the game against the Canucks at Rogers Arena -- the 
fourth game of the Canes’ five-game road trip and the second of a back-
to-back set. Aho leads the Canes with 15 goals and 32 points. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday morning that he believed 
everyone came out of Saturday’s game against Edmonton fine physically 
and that the lineup Sunday might not change. But the Canes announced 
a half-hour before Sunday’s game that Aho would be a scratch and that 
defenseman Max Lajoie would draw back into the lineup. 

Aho has anchored the Canes’ top line and had five consecutive multi-
point games before Sunday. He had two goals and an assist Saturday in 
the 3-1 win over the Oilers and was named the game’s first star. 

The Canes won the first three games of the road trip, which ends 
Tuesday against the Minnesota Wild. Carolina expects defensemen Brett 
Pesce and Tony DeAngelo, who recently were released from COVID-19 
protocol, to rejoin the lineup for the Wild game. 
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Sunday's Wild-Vegas game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

5-7 minutes 12/13/2021 

 

STAR TRIBUNE'S THREE STARS 

1. Mark Stone, Golden Knights: The captain delivered the game-winning 
goal on the power play and had two assists. 

2. Zach Whitecloud, Golden Knights: The defenseman scored twice. 

3. Jared Spurgeon, Wild: The captain assisted on three goals, tying the 
Wild record for most in a game by a defenseman. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

1 Goal by Marcus Foligno, whose 13 overall are tied for the most on the 
Wild and have matched his career high. 

2 Power-play goals by the Golden Knights in four opportunities. 

5 Unsuccessful power plays for the Wild, including three in a row in the 
second period. 

 

Star Tribune LOADED: 12.13.2021 
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Whitecloud, Stone lead Golden Knights past Wild 6-4 

 

W.G. RAMIREZ, Associated Press 

18-22 minutes 12/13/2021 

 

LAS VEGAS — Mark Stone scored the tiebreaking goal on a power play 
in the third period and the Vegas Golden Knights beat the Minnesota 
Wild 6-4 on Sunday night. 

After struggling through a 4-for-31 (12.9%) stretch on power-play 
opportunities over their previous 11 games, the Golden Knights were 2 
for 4 against Minnesota, which went into the game ranked fifth with its 
penalty kill on the road. Vegas was 5 for 6 on its penalty kill. 

Vegas, which has struggled on special teams lately, killed off three 
successive penalties in the second period, including a 5 on 3, and carried 
a one-goal lead into the break. 

"Both special teams were great tonight," Vegas coach Peter DeBoer 
said. "I think we talked about trying to get our swagger back on the 
penalty kill. It seems like every bounce was going against us for a while 
and I thought we dug in. In that second period, that's the game. We got 
some big efforts, big blocks and key saves from all our people." 

Vegas' top line of Stone (goal, two assists), Max Pacioretty (goal, two 
assists) and Chandler Stephenson (career-high four assists) combined 
for 10 points as Vegas won for the ninth time in 12 home games. 

Zach Whitecloud scored twice, and Evgenii Dadonov and Alex 
Pietrangelo also added goals for the Golden Knights. Robin Lehner made 
23 saves. 

"We talked at the end of the second that we were in the position to win a 
huge game against a real good team," DeBoer added. "We couldn't let 
any of the calls or the penalties become a distraction. We had to make 
sure we took care of our business, and I thought we did in the third." 

Alex Goligoski, Mats Zuccarello, Nick Bjugstad and Marcus Foligno 
scored for the Wild. Cam Talbot stopped 30 shots. 

Minnesota, which was on an 8-0-0 run since Nov. 24, lost consecutive 
games after falling 2-1 in Los Angeles on Saturday. 

"I think today wasn't our best," Zuccarello said. "We know this team is a 
fast team, we gave them too many odd-man rushes, losing pucks in bad 
areas, giving them those chances. We battle hard as a team, everyone 
out there gives everything. As long as we have that, we're in a good 
spot." 

On Vegas' first goal, Stone got the transition started when he forced a 
turnover and his linemates went to work. Stephenson skated in and fed 
Pacioretty, who passed to Whitecloud, who scored his fourth goal of the 
season. 

The Wild tied the game on a delayed penalty when Brandon Duhaime fed 
Goligoski, who beat Lehner from the high slot. 

Vegas got its first power-play goal when Dadonov smacked home a 
touch pass from Stone. Zuccarello answered when he took a rebound to 
the right of Lehner and tapped it home as time expired in the opening 
period. 

The Wild started quickly in the second period as Bjugstad skated into the 
zone alone and beat Lehner high to the far side nine seconds in, giving 
Minnesota a 3-2 lead. 

Whitecloud and Pacioretty scored back-to-back goals for Vegas, which 
took a 4-3 lead. Pacioretty's goal was immediately followed by a couple 
of fights, several penalties, and the eventual 5-on-3 power play for 
Minnesota. 
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"Anytime ... you don't get much going on a 5-on-3 it usually goes in favor 
of whoever is short-handed," Foligno said. "We had some chances on 
the 5-on-3, it's not like we didn't set up and didn't have a good power play 
there, but those are always tough and you just hope you can capitalize 
on those." 

Minnesota struck first in the third and tied the game when Foligno stuffed 
home a loose rebound in the crease. 

Stone scored the winner shortly thereafter, and Pietrangelo sent a 200 
foot shot into an empty next late to provide the final margin. 

SPECIAL NIGHT 

Chandler Stephenson became emotional after the game, revealing he 
recently lost his grandmother, which is why he missed Friday's game. 

"Just a special night; I lost my grandma. I think she was helping me 
tonight with that one, so there's something to be said about that," he said. 
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Special teams failures bite Wild in second consecutive loss, 6-4 to 
Golden Knights 

 

Sarah McLellan 

17-21 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LAS VEGAS – Coach Dean Evason didn't want a special-teams 
showdown to break out between the Wild and the Golden Knights, and 
the outcome of that battle explained why. 

Vegas' power play upstaged the Wild's, which whiffed on three straight 
chances and five overall in a 6-4 setback on Sunday in front of 18,001 at 
T-Mobile Arena after the team had its season-long eight-game win streak 
snapped the previous night. 

"We believe that was the difference in the hockey game," Evason said. 

Golden Knights captain Mark Stone scored on the power play 4 minutes, 
42 seconds into the third period to rebuff a Wild rally that was galvanized 
just 3:20 earlier when Marcus Foligno tied the game at 4 with his 13th 
goal of the season. 

Alex Pietrangelo tacked on an empty-net goal with 28 seconds left, a 
season-high sixth goal surrendered by the Wild, and the team split this 
four-game road trip after suffering back-to-back regulation losses for just 
the second time this season. On Saturday, the Wild fell 2-1 at Los 
Angeles to stop its eight-game tear. 

The Wild might not have trailed in the third period if it capitalized in the 
second. 

That's when the team had three power plays in a row, including two that 
overlapped for 1:18 of 5-on-3 time. 

This potential momentum swing started after the Golden Knights moved 
ahead 4-3. 

Max Pacioretty split the Wild defense and converted on a breakaway 
13:52 into the second for his eighth goal over his last six games. 

After the goal, Ryan Hartman and Vegas' Nicolas Hague were both 
whistled for roughing with Hague also getting penalized for a cross-
check. 

During that ensuing power play, Pietrangelo was called for slashing Joel 
Eriksson Ek to give the Wild that lengthy 5-on-3 look. And although the 
Wild kept the puck in the offensive zone for most of those two power 
plays, the team didn't take advantage. 

"You don't get much going on a 5-on-3 it usually goes in the favor of 
whoever's shorthanded," said Foligno, who tied Hartman for the most 
goals on the team while also matching his career high from 2016-17. 

Soon after the Golden Knights were back to full strength, the team took 
another penalty against Eriksson Ek — this time a slash from Zach 
Whitecloud. 

Again, though, the Wild's execution was off, and the team muffed the 
opportunity to not only tie the game but possibly seize control. 

Overall, the Wild power play went 1-for-6 after also blanking on a try in 
the third period. Vegas goalie Robin Lehner picked up nine of his 23 
saves shorthanded. Cam Talbot had 30 saves for the Wild, his first loss 
in seven starts. 

"We could have scored a couple goals there and changed the game, for 
sure," Mats Zuccarello said. 

This duel between power plays started in the first period after both teams 
scored at even strength. 

Whitecloud polished off a slick passing play at 8:53 before Alex Goligoski 
answered back for the Wild at 13:54, winding up from the slot on a 
delayed penalty. 

Vegas scored next on the power play courtesy an Evgenii Dadonov one-
timer with 2:45 to go, but the period finished 2-2 after a last-second goal 
by Zuccarello on the power play. 

The Wild actually moved ahead 3-2 on a rising shot from Nick Bjugstad 
nine seconds into the second. 

Bjugstad's goal tied the franchise record for fastest goal from the start of 
the second period (Brian Rolston had the other on Nov.30, 2007), but 
Bjugstad's finish is the quickest to open the second in a road game. 

BOXSCORE: Vegas 6, Wild 4 

The 10 seconds between the Zuccarello and Bjugstad goals also set a 
Wild record for fastest two goals on the road, surpassing the 11 seconds 
between Mattias Weinhandl and Wes Walz tallies on April 15, 2006, at 
Dallas. 

But Whitecloud's second goal of the night at 5:46 evened the score at 3, 
and the Wild never regained the lead. 

"You don't want to trade chances with this team either," Foligno said. "I 
know we're skilled, too, but they love that game. We gotta play a little bit 
better, a little bit smarter, a little bit stronger and a full 60 [minutes]." 
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Marathon shift was only part of Jon Merrill's busy night for Wild 

 

Sarah McLellan 

18-23 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LAS VEGAS – Jon Merrill wasn't sure how much time he spent on the 
ice, but he knew it was more than usual. 

"Longer than normal," he said. "Uncomfortably long." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 13, 2021 

 

The official duration was 3 minutes, 17 seconds. 

But that wasn't his total workload for a period. 

This was one shift. 

"I kind of got back to the bench, and I guess I expected more of a 
fatigued state," the defenseman said. "But it was just sort of like once you 
get to a certain level, you just sort of like stop moving and start assessing 
stuff. You're not really moving at all." 

Merrill's marathon stint started during a Wild penalty kill in the second 
period on Saturday at Los Angeles and ended more than a minute after 
play was back to 5-on-5. 

During the penalty kill, Merrill was key in preventing the Kings from 
scoring, blocking three shots from Anze Kopitar. 

"On the PK, you're not moving as much," Merrill said. "I think it's more 
just draining and eating a few pucks there. It was just kind of a little bit of 
pain. But we've got a group that sticks together, and we battle through all 
that stuff so it's fun." 

After defenseman Alex Goligoski finished serving a slashing penalty and 
lifted the Wild back to full strength, the team still had trouble prying the 
puck away from Los Angeles — even with three defensemen on the ice. 

Eventually, the Wild received a reprieve that enabled Merrill to go for a 
change; he was the last from the original penalty-killing group to make it 
to the bench. 

That shift, however, wasn't the only contribution Merrill made for the Wild. 

He also blocked a career-high eight shots, which is tied for the second 
most in Wild history. Captain Jared Spurgeon has the record with nine 
(Oct. 11, 2014, at Colorado). 

"I pride myself on being a guy that can do anything that they ask of me," 
said Merrill, who's in his first season with the Wild after signing a one-
year contract in July. "Just being a utility guy. Whatever they need from 
me. I'm just happy to be out there and be playing. But definitely defense 
is something that I look to do the best I can." 

Gaudreau returns 

Frederick Gaudreau suited up against the Golden Knights after being in 
COVID-19 protocols for six games. 

The forward skated three times before returning to action, including 
Sunday morning, but Wild coach Dean Evason said the team would 
monitor Gaudreau since he wouldn't be in game shape. 

"He's just a good sound hockey player that structurally plays the right 
way," Evason said. "So, it'll be nice to have him back in there." 

To make room on the roster for Gaudreau, the Wild sent forward Mason 
Shaw back to Iowa in the American Hockey League. 

Shaw played two games with the Wild, making his NHL debut on 
Thursday at San Jose after overcoming multiple ACL surgeries. 

"He was real good for two hockey games," Evason said. "Somebody 
obviously that we knew could play. He's obviously battled back from his 
injuries, but he's somebody I know now that we feel very comfortable 
calling up." 

Injury update 

Defenseman Jonas Brodin sat out a second game in a row because of 
an upper-body injury. 

"The MRI was good," Evason said, "but he still won't play." 

All-Star voting 

Las Vegas will host the 2022 NHL All-Star Game on Feb. 5, and voting 
has opened to determine the four captains for the weekend's festivities. 

Fans can vote at nhl.com/vote and the NHL app, with voting concluding 
on Jan. 8. The top vote-getters from each division, regardless of position, 
will be named All-Stars and captains. 
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Lemieux scores in return, Kings beat Wild to snap win streak 

 

DAN GREENSPAN, Associated Press 

15-20 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LOS ANGELES — Brendan Lemieux scored in his first game back after a 
suspension and the Los Angeles Kings ended the Minnesota Wild's 
eight-game winning streak with a 2-1 victory Saturday night. 

Phillip Danault also scored for the Kings, Jonathan Quick made 29 
saves, and L.A. swept its two-game homestand. 

"I think we've come a long way," Lemieux said. "We've been able to 
string some wins together in bunches, and now it's just a matter of finding 
some consistency and, like I said, win games with our D game and win 
games tired and win games when the pucks really aren't bouncing or 
power plays not scoring or maybe our PK gives up a goal or two." 

Marcus Foligno had a goal for the Wild, who hadn't lost in regulation 
since a 5-4 loss at Florida on Nov. 20. Kaapo Kahkonen made 25 saves. 

"We had one game tonight and we lost it, so that's the mentality. It has to 
be. You can't be all excited because you won eight and say to yourself, 'It 
was a good run.' That's not the mentality we want this year," Foligno said. 

Lemieux was held out of five games for biting Ottawa's Brady Tkachuk on 
Nov. 27. But he put the Kings ahead 2-1 midway through the third period, 
using two Wild defenders as a natural screen to score his fifth goal of the 
season on a wrist shot from the slot. 

"That's what we needed in the third period is a goal like that to push us 
forward and kill it off at the end," Kings forward Alex Iafallo said. 

Mats Zuccarello had two sharp-angle shots on net with less than 15 
seconds to play, but the Kings were able to hold on. 

Minnesota and Los Angeles traded goals in the second period. Foligno 
redirected Matt Dumba's shot in as the Wild's power play was about to 
expire, giving them a 1-0 lead that would last 78 seconds. It was 
Minnesota's fifth special teams tally in its past four games. 

Danault responded with 5:31 left in the period, putting in his own rebound 
off Kahkonen's pad save for his fourth goal. 

GLARING ABSENCE 

The Kings played most of the game with five defensemen after Alexander 
Edler sustained a left leg injury early in the first period. His ankle bent 
awkwardly when he fell into the boards on a hit by Wild forward Brandon 
Duhaime, and was unable to put any weight on it as he was helped off 
the ice. 

Los Angeles coach Todd McLellan said Edler will be out "long-term," 
depriving the team of a veteran presence who had one goal and 10 
assists through 26 games. It will be the third significant injury among 
Kings defensemen, after Drew Doughty missed 16 games because of a 
knee injury and Sean Walker out for the season after tearing his ACL and 
MCL. 

STEPPING UP 
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Drew Doughty was busy in Edler's absence, playing a game-high 28:03 
with a plus-two rating and an assist. That total could have been higher, 
had Doughty not taken two trips to the penalty box for interference in the 
second. 

DIVISIVE FIGURE 

Lemieux's perturbing ways were seemingly not deterred by his recent 
discipline, as his manner in skating past the Minnesota bench drew the 
ire of Foligno. 

"Just him being him," Foligno said. "Just scores one goal, and comes by 
our bench and thinks he's Sidney Crosby out here. ... You got to forget 
about that guy. He's an agitator, and not a very good one at that." 
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Saturday's Wild-Los Angeles game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 
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Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Brendan Lemieux, Kings: The winger scored the game-winning goal 
during the third period in his first game back from a suspension. 

2. Kaapo Kahkonen, Wild: The goalie was solid, making 35 saves. 

3. Jonathan Quick, Kings: The goalie was especially locked-in late and 
ended up with 30 stops. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

4 Consecutive games in which the Wild has scored on the power play. 

5 Power plays for the Kings, who didn't capitalize on any of the chances. 

27 Blocked shots by the Wild. 
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Wild drop second straight with 6-4 loss to Golden Knights 

 

Dane Mizutani 

4-5 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LAS VEGAS — All the Wild could talk about after Saturday’s loss to the 
Los Angeles Kings was turning the page. It was the common refrain 
throughout the locker room after the eight-game winning streak came to 
an end. 

For the Wild, a chance to to respond in the face of some adversity was 
something to get excited about. The fact that it came less than 24 hours 
later against the rival Vegas Golden Knights was an added bonus. 

Unfortunately for the Wild, they dropped their second straight game with 
a 6-4 loss to the Golden Knights. 

It was a highly entertaining game that could’ve gone either way. In the 
end, though, the Wild finished 1-for-5 on the power play and that proved 
to be the difference. 

While the power play has been much improved over the past couple of 
weeks, and even scored against the Golden Knights, it didn’t come 
through when it mattered most. 

Trailing midway through the game, the Wild garnered a 5-on-3 for 1 
minute, 18 seconds. They failed to convert. 

“We want to score there,” Mats Zuccarello said. “That can change the 
game for sure.” 

Instead, the Golden Knights maintained the lead heading into the final 20 
minutes, and did just enough to earn the win. 

“When it’s 5-on-3 we have to convert there,” coach Dean Evason said. 
“We believe it was the difference in the hockey game.” 

Even before the Wild came up empty on the power play, they got 
themselves in trouble early on with another slow start. That paved the 
way for the Golden Knights go ahead 1-0 in the first period as 
defenseman Zach Whitecloud found the back of the net with a snipe from 
the slot. 

That score held until midway through the first period when Alex Goligoski 
finished a pretty sequence with a snipe through traffic to help the Wild tie 
the game at 1-1. 

A few minutes later, though, the Golden Knights regained the lead as 
winger Evgenii Dadonov buried a shot on the power play to make it 2-1. 
That put the Wild in chase mode once again, and they responded late in 
the first period as Mats Zuccarello netted a buzzer beater with less than a 
second left on the clock to tie the game at 2-2. 

As both teams emerged from the locker room for the second period, Nick 
Bjugstad started things off with bang, netting a goal less than 10 seconds 
into the frame to put the Wild in front 3-2. 

The back-and-forth game continued later in the second period as 
Whitecloud scored again to tie the game at 3-3. Not long after that, star 
winger Max Pacioretty got loose on a breakaway and wired a shot past 
Cam Talbot to make it 4-3 in favor of the Golden Knights. 

As the second period wound to a close, the Wild got a number of 
chances on the power play, including a 5-on-3 for 1 minute, 18 seconds. 
Much like last month in Las Vegas, though, the Wild couldn’t convert on 
the 5-on-3 and the Golden Knights stayed in front. 

“It would’ve helped us out for sure,” Marcus Foligno said. “Anytime (a 
team) can kill a 5-on-3, (momentum) usually goes in the favor of whoever 
is shorthanded.” 

That said, the Wild tied the game early in the third period as Foligno 
cashed in on a fortuitous bounce in front to make it 4-4. 

The sequence started with Jared Spurgeon firing a shot that was 
destined to go wide before goaltender Robin Lehner tried to glove the 
puck. Instead, Lehner knocked the puck into his own crease, and Foligno 
made him pay. 

That created a sprint to the finish, and after Jordie Benn got tagged with 
a penalty, the Golden Knights took advantage almost immediately as 
captain Mark Stone pounded home a loose puck on the power play to 
make it 5-4. That proved to be the difference and defenseman Alex 
Pietrangelo added an empty-net goal for the Golden Knights in the final 
minute to finalize the score at 6-4. 

Maybe it’s fitting that the Golden Knights won the game on the power 
play considering the Wild squandered their chance to do the same earlier 
in the night. 

“Unfortunately they got a power play at the end and that ended up being 
the game-winner,” Foligno said. “We have to do better in that sense.” 
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Freddy Gaudreau returns to Wild lineup after exiting COVID protocol 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 12/12/2021 

 

LAS VEGAS — Wild winger Freddy Gaudreau was set to return to the 
lineup for Sunday’s game against the Vegas Golden Knights. He had 
missed the previous six games after entering COVID protocol ahead of a 
Nov. 30 contest against Arizona Coyotes. 

Though the Wild managed to get by without Gaudreau, coach Dean 
Evason was very happy to have his versatility back in the mix. 

“I think Freddy does everything, right?” Evason said. “He kills penalties. 
He plays on the power play. Won’t probably get a lot of those looks 
tonight because we’ll monitor and hold his minutes down. Just a good, 
sound hockey player that structurally plays the right way. It’ll be nice to 
have him back in there.” 

After exiting COVID protocol earlier this week, Gaudreau skated three 
times in the Twin Cities by himself before meeting the team in Las 
Vegas. Not surprisingly, he isn’t quite in game shape at the moment, so 
the Wild will bring him along slowly in the meantime. 

In response to Gaudreau coming back, the Wild reassigned winger 
Mason Shaw to the Iowa Wild of the American Hockey League. 

“He was real good for two hockey games,” Evason said of Shaw. 
“Somebody obviously that we knew could play. He’s obviously battled 
back from his injuries. He’s somebody I know now that we feel very 
comfortable calling up.” 

MARATHON SHIFT 

While there wasn’t much for the Wild to write home about in Saturday’s 
loss to the Los Angeles Kings, defenseman Jon Merrill made his mark 
with a marathon shift that spanned 3 minutes, 17 seconds. 

It was grueling to watch in real time as Merrill stayed on the ice for what 
felt like forever, blocked a couple of shots for good measure, then finally 
made his way to the bench. 

“A little bit of pain,” Merrill said with a smile. “But we’ve got a group that 
sticks together and we battle through all that stuff so it’s fun.” 

That sequence shows how much Merrill has meant to the Wild this 
season. He’s played big minutes over the past stretch. 

“I pride myself on being a guy that can do anything that they ask of me,” 
Merrill said. “Just being a utility guy. Whatever they need from me. I’m 
just happy to be out there and be playing. But definitely defense is 
something that I look to do the best I can.” 

BRODIN UPDATE 

For the second straight game, the Wild were without defenseman Jonas 
Brodin. He’s working his way through an upper-body injury at the 
moment. 

Asked about Brodin’s injury, Evason replied, “The MRI was good. But he 
still won’t play (Sunday).” 

It’s unclear what this means for Brodin’s status moving forward. His next 
opportunity to come back into the lineup would be during Tuesday’s 
game against the Carolina Hurricanes. 
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Wild's roller-coaster trip ends with a disappointing loss in Vegas, their 
second in a row 

 

Michael Russo 

10-13 minutes 12/13/2021 

 

LAS VEGAS — Like a hot-and-cold run of craps on the Vegas strip 
where one’s tray keeps filling and then emptying of valuable red, green, 
black, purple and, dare we say, yellow chips over and over again, the 
swings during Sunday night’s game at T-Mobile Arena were, pardon the 
pun, wild and dizzying. 

One minute you were jumping for joy, screaming at the top of your lungs 
and high-fiving your friends. 

The next, you were spewing expletives, slamming the table and wanting 
to hurl. 

In the end, the Wild coughed up way too many odd-man rushes during a 
roller coaster of a hockey game and very much lost the special-teams 
battle they wanted no part of in a 6-4 loss Sunday to the Golden Knights 
at T-Mobile Arena. 

Three nights after winning their eighth game in a row in San Jose to 
temporarily stand atop the NHL standings, the Wild are licking their 
wounds from consecutive regulation losses for only the second time 
through 28 games this season. It was a disappointing finish to a 2-2 trip. 

The Wild still sit atop the West, but they know they must figure out a way 
to nip this thing in the bud during a tough three-game homestand that will 
be bookended by two of the best teams in the East, the Carolina 
Hurricanes and the Florida Panthers. In 96 games with Dean Evason as 
the head honcho behind the bench, the Wild have yet to lose three 
consecutive games. 

“Today wasn’t our best,” veteran Mats Zuccarello said. “This team is a 
fast team. We gave them too many odd-man rushes and losing pucks in 
bad areas. We battled hard. Everyone out there gives everything, 
blocking shots, backchecking. As long as we have that, we’re in a good 
spot.” 

The Wild were 7-0-1 recently with captain Jared Spurgeon out of the 
lineup, and it’s no coincidence the Wild are 0-2 without the injured Jonas 
Brodin. He’s that good, that important, to every single thing the Wild want 
to achieve on the ice, and they looked awfully confused and not nearly as 
confident without him. 

The good news is that his upper-body injury doesn’t sound serious. 
Evason said his MRI on Sunday was “good,” so the hope is he won’t be 
out long and could perhaps return during the homestand. 

Sunday was a wacky game. The Wild blew a one-goal lead after 
Zuccarello and Nick Bjugstad scored 10 seconds apart for the fastest two 
goals on the road in team history. They also overcame three one-goal 
deficits but were unable to overcome the last one after their season-long 
parade to the penalty box continued. 

The Wild lead the league with 107 minor penalties, and they took four 
more against the Golden Knights. 

Not long after Marcus Foligno tied the score at 4-4 with his 13th goal, 
Jordie Benn was penalized for holding Max Pacioretty. Eight seconds 
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into the ensuing power play, Mark Stone banged home Pacioretty’s 
rebound for a 5-4 lead. 

The Wild, who have scored seven six-on-five goals this season, are 
suddenly dry in that area. After not registering a shot on a power play 
with a chance to tie, the Wild pressed for the tying goal with an extra 
attacker. 

But just like Saturday’s loss in Los Angeles, during which there were a 
few close calls, the Wild couldn’t get another puck past a shaky Robin 
Lehner. It was especially frustrating for Kevin Fiala, who rang iron for the 
second time in the game and the umpteenth time this season. 

The Wild gave up two goals on the penalty kill and went 1-for-6 on the 
power play, including nothing on four power plays in a row with the game 
on the line. That included three straight late in the second period. For 
1:18, the Wild enjoyed a five-on-three but couldn’t convert. 

Minnesota’s power play has actually been proficient on the road lately. 

Zuccarello’s first-period buzzer-beater to tie the score at 2-2 extended 
Minnesota’s power-play goal streak to five games. Eleven of the Wild’s 
16 power-play goals this season have come on the road, including seven 
power-play goals in the past seven road games. The Wild rank ninth on 
the road in power-play percentage and tied for third in road power-play 
goals. 

But even Evason said the difference in the game was the Wild’s third 
wasted two-man advantage. 

Antagonist Ryan Hartman goaded Nicolas Hague into a penalty, then 
Alex Pietrangelo slashed Joel Eriksson Ek in the groin. Kirill Kaprizov, 
quiet offensively and reckless with the puck for the second game in a 
row, Zuccarello, Eriksson Ek, Fiala and Jared Spurgeon came out for the 
five-on-three, but the Wild mostly played behind the goal line and barely 
got decent looks. 

Officially, they registered only one shot. 

Then, after Eriksson Ek drew his league-leading 20th penalty, the Wild 
got another power play late in the second but once again played to the 
perimeter and wasted the opportunity. 

“We want to score there,” Zuccarello said. “That can change the game. 
We take it on us that’s out there.” 

The Wild’s power play, especially the five-on-three, looked pretty 
muddled about what to do. That’s probably not a shock since the Wild 
barely ever practice these days. If the Wild do get on the ice, it’s been 
optional practices like Wednesday’s in Edmonton. They canceled 
Friday’s practice in L.A., didn’t have a morning skate Saturday, didn’t 
have a morning skate Sunday and won’t practice Monday in advance of 
Tuesday’s game against Carolina. It’s expected that they will not practice 
Wednesday in advance of Thursday’s game against Buffalo. 

So with few reps lately, it’s no wonder the Wild’s power play was so 
ineffective when they needed it most Sunday. 

“It’s been tough,” said Foligno, whose 13th goal early in the third tied 
Ryan Hartman for the team lead. “Until Christmas, we’re gonna look at 
not that many practices. Majority of practices will be before the Winter 
Classic. We’ll have a lot of time then. We’ve got to do video. (Power-play 
coach Brett McLean) is doing a good job with us understanding the way 
we need to play and set up against teams. 

“If we can sneak (a power-play practice) in the morning skate, great. But 
we have the guys out there that have the finesse and chemistry to score 
goals. We just have to do more of it.” 

The Wild started slowly yet got out of the first period tied. 

But it didn’t feel like a 2-2 game. 

They were outshot 14-8, turned pucks over continually, couldn’t catch 
pucks, kept attempting blind hope passes and were soft in the dirty 
areas. 

Still, Alex Goligoski responded to Zach Whitecloud’s first of two goals in 
the game off a great pass by Brandon Duhaime, and Zuccarello scored a 
buzzer-beater on a power play by using his giant stick, which is literally 
bigger than him, and reaching out to get to Spurgeon’s rebound to beat 
the green light. 

Hartman made a great play to set it up. 

Then, to open the second, Matt Dumba, who played a second 
consecutive erratic game, sent a head-man pass to Bjugstad onside at 
the offensive blue line, and Bjugstad wired a wrister behind Lehner for a 
stunning 3-2 lead just nine seconds into the period. 

Bjugstad’s goal tied for the second-fastest goal from the start of a period 
in Wild history (Jason Zucker in eight seconds, Brian Rolston in nine 
seconds) and the fastest goal to start a period on the road in team 
history. The Zuccarello and Bjugstad goals at 19:59 of the first and nine 
seconds of the second, respectively, set a record for the fastest two 
goals on the road in team history (10 seconds). 

But not long after, Spurgeon, who had a three-assist game, was pushed 
off the puck before another Whitecloud goal, then Pacioretty scored on a 
breakaway for a 4-3 lead. The Wild evened up the score once again 
when Spurgeon’s shot heading 2 feet wide was flubbed by Lehner and 
pushed into the crease off his glove for a goal by the crashing Foligno. 

But like the excitement one gets with a big repeated point on the craps 
table, the jubilation was short-lived once the Wild’s penalty kill sevened 
out. 

“We can’t get frustrated,” Foligno said. “We’ve just got to stay with it and 
understand good teams get back on track right away when things look 
like they’re going in the opposite direction, and we have the group to do 
that. 

“We understand the game that we need to play to win. We can pull a 
string of wins together pretty quickly.” 

World juniors update 

• Two of the Wild’s three defensemen invited to Team Canada’s selection 
camp for the upcoming World Junior Championship made the team, but 
unfortunately one of the potential locks, Daemon Hunt, was not among 
them. 

Hunt, a third-round pick in 2020, reportedly got hurt in the final game 
Sunday. 

However, Carson Lambos, a 2021 first-round pick, and Ryan O’Rourke, a 
second-round pick in 2020, made the team and will become the first Wild 
draft picks to represent Canada since Dumba during the 2014 worlds. 

• In other news, Grand Rapids, Minn., native Jack Peart, a second-round 
pick in 2021, was a late addition to the United States’ selection camp. He 
has 10 points in 12 games for St. Cloud State. 

• Freddy Gaudreau, who missed the previous six games in the COVID-19 
protocol, returned to the lineup. To make room, Mason Shaw, who 
played well in his first two NHL games, was reassigned to Iowa. Rem 
Pitlick was scratched for the third game in a row. 
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Red Wings look for positive bounce back at home after rough road trip 

 

Ted Kulfan 

The Detroit News 
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Detroit — How would the Red Wings respond? 

That's what captain Dylan Larkin wanted to know after the Wings were 
trounced by the Nashville Predators at Little Caesars Arena, then headed 
out for a 48-hour road trip to St. Louis and Colorado. 

The look on Larkin's face and the dejection in his voice after Friday's 7-3 
blowout loss in Denver told the story. Detroit also fell flat in a 6-2 loss to 
the Blues. 

“It’s disappointing," Larkin said. "It was a back-to-back, four points on the 
line and we didn’t come up with any. We had a good stretch and we’re a 
little banged up right now. 

"But we got to find a way to get something.” 

The good news: The Wings return home and Monday start preparing for 
the New York Islanders, who they defeated 4-3 in overtime Dec. 4 at 
LCA. Detroit is 9-3-2 on home ice. 

More: Red Wings fail defensive test against offensive Avalanche 

Three times this season, the Wings have returned from multi-game road 
trips without winning a game (the other two were four-game trips). 

The previous times, the team was able to adjust and start win streaks. 

“You look at our most recent struggles," Larkin said. "We had a couple of 
practice days, came out and won five in a row. We need to get back to 
work at home and hopefully get some guys back and see what can 
happen.” 

Coach Jeff Blashill said after Friday's loss that forward Tyler Bertuzzi (out 
five games on COVID-19 protocol) would be ready to play against the 
Islanders. The status of Marc Staal (COVID protocol), who has missed 
three games, remains uncertain 

The Wings need improvement on the defensive end, where they have 
allowed 18 goals in the last three losses. Detroit has sunk to 27th in the 
NHL with a 3.43 goals-against average. 

“We’re going to get back to work and get better, especially in our D-zone 
coverage,” Blashill said. “We can’t give up the number of chances we 
gave up. We did create chances, our guys stayed with it in a tough 
environment (in Denver), and I’m happy for that. 

"But we have to grow here. We got to get back, take a breath and be 
ready for a big game on Tuesday.” 

Ramping up defensively and managing the puck better are two areas 
Blashill targeted after the loss to the Avalanche.  

"I've talked about it a lot — when you're on the road you have to be great 
defensively and you have to manage the puck great to win," Blashill said. 
“I don’t think even at home we’ve been great defensively or managed the 
puck well enough.  Sometimes you have to keep getting slapped in the 
face to continue to realize it, especially the puck management part of it. 
You can get away with it at times at home because momentum is totally 
different. 

“If we want to win more on the road and we want to win later in the 
season, and we want to win against great teams, we have to keep 
working to be better defensively. We have to keep working to manage 
the puck." 

Lockdown mode 

Having Bertuzzi and Staal unavailable due to COVID protocol, and just 
getting Danny DeKeyser back from the list, the Wings instituted 
conditions similar to last season for the two-game trip. 

They arrived late into St. Louis on Wednesday night, had a game the 
next day, then flew out to Denver and had another game Friday. It wasn't 
difficult to stay and eat in your room, and basically just go between the 
hotel and arena for a 48-hour period. 

But with COVID cases surging, caution is heightened. 

"You're in a back-to-back (game situation), so it wasn't a big deal on this 
trip," Blashill said. "Nobody wants to go through that for the course of the 
rest of the season (like last season), but we also want to make sure we 
don't lose players. We're doing what we can do to mitigate the number of 
players both in their health and from a competitive standpoint, that we 
don't lose any more players." 

Home-ice advantage 

The Wings are 4-9-1 away from LCA. Larkin believes it's been tougher to 
win this season away from home ice for every team, with the excitement 
of fans returning to arenas (many arenas remained empty last season 
due to the coronavirus). 

“It’s not uncommon to look around the league and see everyone has a 
great home record,” Larkin said. “Fans are back in the building, and it’s 
exciting to be home. There’s extra jump." 
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Red Wings mailbag: Tyler Bertuzzi set to return, but what does future 
hold? 

 

Updated: Dec. 12, 2021, 6:01 a.m. | Published: Dec. 12, 2021, 6:01 a.m. 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Tyler Bertuzzi’s impact for the Detroit Red Wings is apparent from the 
team’s record with him (11-6-3) as opposed to without him (2-6-0). 

After sitting out five games in COVID protocol, Bertuzzi will return 
Tuesday against the New York Islanders at Little Caesars Arena. 
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Angeles Analysis – How Sweep It Is + Wolanin / Edler Transactions 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

You like that, Insiders? YOU LIKE THAT?? 

Couldn’t have asked for a better two-game homestand. Coming into 
STAPLES Center were the two hottest teams in the National Hockey 
League. The first, Dallas, was one loss removed from a seven-game 
winning streak. The second, Minnesota, was riding an eight-game 
winning streak. 

Dallas scored 29 goals in the eight games leading into their trip to Los 
Angeles. They scored zero goals against the Kings. The Stars allowed no 
more than two goals in any of their seven consecutive victories. The 
Kings netted four. 

On their eight-game winning streak, Minnesota scored 37 goals. Over 
their 11 games preceding yesterday’s meeting, the Wild were held under 
four goals just one time. Last night, they scored just once. 
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Two of these stories ago, following a homestand that saw the Kings win 
just once from seven games played, the focus was on the little details 
going against the team. Most of those defeats were one-goal games or 
essentially one-goal games. Over these past two wins, you saw those 
little details go the other way, resulting in Kings victories. 

Those little details can be a timely save by Jonathan Quick, and we 
certainly saw plenty of those. The breakaway stop with the left pad in the 
Dallas game, with the score 1-0 stands out. It can be a defensive play – 
how about Sean Durzi making two of them to deny an odd-man rush 
against and spring one the other way against Minnesota. Or, it can even 
be a bounce. 

I’d be lying to myself, and all of you, if I said that last scramble at the end 
of the Minnesota game didn’t create some terrifying flashbacks. A 
bounce is a bounce, and bounces don’t take stock of where your team is 
at, but I’m convinced that puck goes in the net against the Kings last 
season with the goalie pulled. Not sure how, not sure why, but tell me 
that puck doesn’t hit a skate, or the wrong rut in the ice, and go in. Last 
night it didn’t and the Kings were rewarded for a good effort playing 5-on-
6, as they earned the two points against a very good team. 

These two games provided a strong look at the team depth the Kings can 
feature when everyone is playing well and even just one of several 
injured players returns to action The Kings did a good job throughout 
their forward group of not only generating and maintaining momentum, 
but also producing. Of the six goals the Kings scored against Dallas and 
Minnesota, three came from the top six and three came from the bottom 
six. Both sixes scored two goals during the flow of play and one empty-
net goal each. When a third-period goal was needed, either for insurance 
or to break the tie, it was the bottom six on both nights that found the 
breakthrough. We have yet to see that type of production on a consistent 
basis this season from the bottom six, specifically the third line in any of 
its many forms. Perhaps now could be a building block. 

With Andreas Athanasiou back, he adds some serious speed and skill to 
the third line, pairing nicely with Arthur Kaliyev and Rasmus Kupari. With 
Blake Lizotte still yet to return and Quinton Byfield now in rehab mode in 
the AHL, not to mention other players currently excelling with Ontario, the 
outlook is certainly bright when it comes to depth. Getting more 
consistent production from the bottom six is important and the Kings got 
it over their last two wins. 

The other element to that is defensive production. I happened to turn my 
eye to last night’s broadcast on Bally Sports West yesterday at the right 
time, to see the Mercury Smart Stat of the game. Across the NHL, the 
Kings ranked in the low 20’s in defensive shot attempts during October 
and November but were tied for second entering last night’s game 
throughout the month of December. 

Without Drew Doughty and Sean Walker, that group was very solid in 
their own end, but struggled to produce offensively, not just in terms of 
goals and assists, but in shots taken and attempts generated. We started 
to see that tide turn during the Anaheim game when the Kings scored 
three goals off of point shots turning into deflections and rebounds. 
Starting against the Ducks, in the six games since Doughty has returned, 
Kings defensemen are averaging 2.3 points per game, up from 1.8 
points-per-game during the time Doughty missed. Lots of ways to get that 
depth scoring and getting contributions from the back end certainly helps. 

I would be remiss if I also failed once again highlight the performance of 
Jonathan Quick over the last two games. Well, we’re only writing about 
the last two games, but this is nothing new for the two-time cup winner 
this season. Amongst goaltenders with at least 15 games played, Quick 
ranks fifth in the NHL in save percentage and sixth in goals-against 
average. Now, I don’t want to be thought of as one of those people who 
references numbers because he doesn’t understand the game. No sir. 
But they’re an easy metric to compare players across the league and it 
doesn’t take a statistic to realize how outstanding Quick has been 
between the pipes. 

The Kings – and the Insiders! – should feel good about those wins, over 
two very good teams. 

The road ahead, however, certainly does not get any easier. The 
upcoming four-game road trip can be described only as a gauntlet. The 
Kings head to the Southeast for four straight away from home, and those 
four teams have a combined record of 69-21-15. That’s a .729 winning 
percentage for those keeping track at home. A quartet of stern 
challenges await the Kings, though they await with a bit of momentum 
behind the team, powering their flight across the country. As Todd 
McLellan noted last night, we’ll take any kind of momentum we can get 
right now. 

A situation like this is exactly why the Kings re-claimed Christian Wolanin 
off of waivers from Buffalo. Obviously a really, really tough blow for Edler, 
both from a player standpoint and a team standpoint. Edler has been 
everything the Kings could have wanted and more as a one-year free 
agent signing this summer. Bringing a veteran presence, the ability to 
calm things down on the backend and solid play in all three zones, Edler 
had found a nice home on the team’s second pairing. Wishing him the 
best in his recovery from an injury that McLellan labeled “long-term” after 
yesterday’s game. 

In Wolanin, the Kings recall a player who does have some NHL 
experience to his name. The 26-year-old defenseman has played 62 
NHL games for three different teams, though all but four of those 
contests came with Ottawa between the 2017-18 and 2020-21 seasons. 
Wolanin skated in three games with the Kings last season, though 
circumstances outside of his control limited his time at the NHL level. 
When acquired via trade, the Kings had an immediate need on the 
blueline. Last season’s protocol, however, forced an extended 
quarantine, followed by some time to get back up to speed. By that point, 
others had returned, narrowing Wolanin’s window. 

After a topsy-tervy start to his season, which has seen him skate in just 
four games – three with AHL-Ontario and one with the Buffalo Sabres, 
Wolanin should have a real opportunity to stick around at the NHL level 
with Edler’s injury keeping him out for an extended timeframe. 

This story was posted from somewhere high above the continental 
United States. The team is current mid-air, on route to Tampa Bay, 
where they will practice tomorrow, a day before Tuesday’s game against 
the Lightning. More to follow between now and then, including what 
figures to be a roster update and a couple of feature stories on players 
and prospects. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: Team Canada 2022 world junior selection camp 
notes, standouts and lineup projection 

 

By Scott Wheeler 

 Dec 13, 2021 

 

Hockey Canada welcomed 33 of the country’s best under-20 players to 
Calgary this week for its annual National Junior Team Selection Camp in 
advance of this year’s World Junior tournament in Edmonton and Red 
Deer, Alta. 

After a round of cuts following two games against a team of U Sports all-
stars, the roster has now been reduced to the final 25 players (barring 
any last-minute NHL arrivals before the Dec. 15 deadline). 

After five days in Calgary, here are my notes on every player who 
attended camp, thoughts on the cuts, some quotes from sources and a 
projected lineup for Team Canada come Boxing Day. 
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The cuts 

C Hendrix Lapierre (Washington Capitals): Lapierre was the only player I 
was mildly surprised wasn’t in the locks group when Team Canada broke 
in two and gave the guys who needed to earn their way onto the team 
the first of the two games. Then he took a cross-checking penalty in the 
second period after a quiet first in the first game and I started to wonder 
“Wait, is Lapierre at risk of getting cut?” He had more of his usual zip in 
the second game and flashed his skating a couple of times, but he never 
looked like one of Canada’s two or three best players in their non-locks 
group when he should have. 

LW/RW Luke Evangelista (Nashville Predators): This Team Canada 
doesn’t have some of the firepower that we’re maybe accustomed to. 
They’re going to be asking a lot of Cole Perfetti, Mason McTavish and 
Kent Johnson offensively, and Johnson’s not a sniper. In that vein, I 
thought it was noticeable that Evangelista’s curl and drag wrister really 
popped all week. He was going shelf. He was going low glove. He was 
doing it from different spots, or doing it in one intentional motion off the 
wall. He looked like a kid who’d scored 20 goals in 21 games in London. 
That part of his game has clearly progressed and it got me wondering 
about PP2 duty and a complementary role at even strength. He was very 
noticeable in the opener offensively. Then he took some hard bumps in 
the second and looked a little shaken a couple of times before getting 
rewarded for two days worth of chances with a goal. He penalty-killed 
effectively, too. I imagine he was one of the tougher cuts. 

C Zach Dean (Vegas Golden Knights): Dean’s stride looked smooth and 
flowing all week, which stuck with me because he has always been a 
good skater but I wouldn’t call him a great one. Plus he has battled the 
injury bug for the last two seasons and that’s something that you wonder 
about progressing when a kid’s not on the ice. It looks improved and he 
looks really sturdy and strong out there. He’s built like an athlete, for 
sure. He impressed me in battle drills. He wasn’t much of a factor in 
either game though and that, combined with how little he has played this 
year, meant that it felt like the cut was coming. 

C Jack Finley (Tampa Bay Lightning): Finley was probably the least 
noticeable player in camp and that shouldn’t come as a huge surprise. 
He’s huge and it’s hard not to see him pushing around out there to 
deliver bumps and try to make a play. But it didn’t result in much of 
anything. 

C/RW Ryan Tverberg (Toronto Maple Leafs): Tverberg worked his way 
into the mix with his consistency at UConn and then did his darnedest at 
camp to stay in the mix by playing with energy and making some nice 
reads with the puck. I thought Connor Bedard was Canada’s best forward 
in the opener but Tverberg’s line with Elliot Desnoyers and Evangelista 
may have been their best line — and he, its best player. His second 
game was much less inspiring, though, and he seemed to be out of 
position and ahead of the play far too much (though he eventually got on 
the board with a re-direct). He was always going to have to play lights out 
to make it, so the lacklustre second night made it hard. 

RHD Vincent Iorio (Washington Capitals): It was nice to see Iorio, 
probably the least talented defender offensively in camp, looking to make 
an impact on that side of the puck by using his long stride to join the rush 
and lead in transition. He made some nice plays on outlets too. I came 
into camp of the mind that he was a cut below and largely there because 
of his handedness. And he changed my mind. His cut still wasn’t a huge 
surprise considering his age and the skill gap between him and some of 
his peers, but I thought he played well. His cut leaves Canada with eight 
lefties on the backend. 

LHD Daemon Hunt (Minnesota Wild): I thought Hunt’s gaps were really 
good throughout (both in the practice sessions and through the games). 
Once he settled into his skating patterns in the neutral zone, he looked at 
ease defending against the rush and staying with the skaters. But there 
were a number of pinches inside the offensive zone that were mistimed. 
Then he got injured in the final game blocking a shot and that made his 
cut a necessity that Team Canada would have rather avoided (Alan 

Millar, their lead, said he was “moments away from making the team”). 
He can’t shake the injury bug. Have to feel for him. 

C/LW Joshua Roy (Montreal Canadiens): Roy started camp as the 
QMJHL’s leading scorer and yet he was still a long shot to make the 
team. Then he picked up a goal and an assist by getting into the thick of 
things in the opener and it likely made everyone involved pause (the 
assist was nicer than the goal, too, with Roy forcing a turnover to set up 
Bedard). I liked him with the puck, where he held onto it to make some 
plays, and without, where he finished his checks and was involved in the 
forecheck. I think he played about as well as you could expect him to on 
the whole, but he really had to steal a job. 

RW William Dufour (New York Islanders): The 6-foot-3 Dufour played the 
opening game on a big boy line with the 6-foot-6 Jack Finley and the 6-
foot-4 Will Cuylle and I honed in on each of their skating. It was evident 
that Dufour was the one who struggled with keeping his tempo high. He 
moves well when he gets going but when he falls back onto his heels and 
has to start up again, he can drag behind. He was much better in the 
second game on a line with the Bedard-Roy duo, and scored on a 
beautiful shot from the slot under the bar before adding a secondary 
assist for his second point. If only one of the three big guys was going to 
make it, I think Dufour had an equal case to Cuylle. But I’m not surprised 
by the decision. 

The team 

Forwards 

C Mason McTavish (Anaheim Ducks): McTavish missed the first day of 
practices while stuck in the hotel awaiting a negative COVID-19 test 
result and then didn’t play in either of the games because he was a given 
to make the team. Nothing of note from my end in terms of his play 
during the practices he did skate in, either. You can probably pencil him 
in as the first-line centre. I’m not even sure their three pre-tournament 
games will have much influence on that one way or the other. 

LW/RW Dylan Guenther (Arizona Coyotes): Guenther was supposed to 
sit with the locks for the opener but stepped in late when Logan 
Stankoven was banged up and looked like one of the more dangerous 
players (like he was supposed to), which included an assist on Bedard’s 
opening goal, the overtime goal at 3-on-3 and a drawn penalty. His 
wrister really popped from long range a few times, surprising me with the 
weight on it from high in the zone. He has always had the technique as a 
shooter but it looks like there’s a little more oomph behind it now after 
another summer of training. He’s still a ton of fun to watch flow up the ice 
in transition, too. It was no surprise when he was back among the locked-
in scratches for the second game. And though he played centre in his 
game in camp, I’d expect him to slot in on the right wing for Canada. 

C Mavrik Bourque (Dallas Stars): I’m increasingly impressed by 
Bourque’s hands around the net. He’s got this ability to improvise at the 
top of the crease and get pucks up and under the bar quickly from in 
tight. He didn’t play but he stood out in practices and I think Hockey 
Canada was right to have him as a lock. He’s not likely going to play high 
in the lineup but he’ll be an important piece up front. 

RW Justin Sourdif (Florida Panthers): Sourdif’s play in the summer camp 
worked him into the locks conversation from the outside and he remained 
there with his play as the top dog on the Vancouver Giants. It doesn’t 
hurt that Giants head coach Mike Dyck is an assistant on the Team 
Canada staff either. I suspect he ends up in a checking role on the third 
line. Of note in practice: Sourdif uses an unusually long stick but he’s still 
got a deceptive release, which is hard to create with that length. Part of it, 
I’ve noticed, is just that the puck comes off the blade early, surprising 
goalies. 

C Ridly Greig (Ottawa Senators): I’d bet Greig slots in on that third line 
with Sourdif. Though neither played this week, I have a sneaking 
suspicion their energy and tenaciousness will complement one another 
quickly in pre-tournament action. 
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LW Jake Neighbours (St. Louis Blues): I was half-hoping to see 
Neighbours play in camp if only because he might be the lefty on 
Canada’s lefty-heavy roster that is most likely to switch over. They like 
him on his off-wing on the power play where he can use his one-timer, 
he’s got experience playing the off-wing, and it’s probably the best way to 
get him into the top-six where he belongs. If he ends up in the bottom six, 
though, I’d count on him being a driver in that group. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if he’s the guy who moves around when they need to get a line 
going, either. 

LW Cole Perfetti (Winnipeg Jets): Perfetti, like Neighbours, spent a lot of 
time working on his one-timer in practice this week. I wouldn’t count on 
him being the one who is asked to switch to the right wing. It was nice, 
though, to see his one-timer really pop throughout the week regardless. 
I’ll be keeping a watchful eye on whether he uses it more in the 
tournament. He has always been lethal from the home plate area but I 
never saw him as a long-range threat. 

C Shane Wright (2022): There were murmurs through the early stages of 
this season that Wright’s summer status as a lock may have been in 
jeopardy. But after sticking with it and never cheating things defensively, 
the points started to come and he played his best hockey down the 
stretch into camp. Now it looks like he might be the 2C behind McTavish. 

C/LW Kent Johnson (Columbus Blue Jackets): Johnson fell ill before his 
final game prior to camp at the University of Michigan and wasn’t able to 
board his flight with teammate Owen Power. Nonetheless, he has been 
told he’s on the team and is expected to join the rest of the group before 
they enter the bubble this week. He’ll feature prominently in the team’s 
top-six, too. 

C/RW Connor Bedard (2023): Bedard, like Wright a year ago, was going 
to have to do what he was at camp to do if he were going to make the 
team: score goals. So when he took a pass across the blue line on his 
first shift and ripped one past Dylan Garand, and added an assist on 
Roy’s 2-0 goal for his second point of the opener, and scored again to 
make it 3-0, and set up the obligatory overtime goal to make it four points 
on four goals, and was the best player on the ice, everyone took note (in 
a way that they didn’t with Wright’s play before he was cut a year ago, for 
example). He was good (though less so, at least relatively) in the second 
game, too, adding two primary assists to make it six points in two games. 
Throughout both, he had (and held) the puck a lot. He had some shifts 
that ran too long and there was some standing around in the neutral zone 
waiting for the play to come to him that removed him as a passing option. 
But those were my only nitpicks. That shot of his, when he drops it back 
into his stance and fires it, is lightning quick. It’s certainly one of the 
fastest releases I’ve ever seen (and it also pops). It’s off the blade before 
it even looks like he’s dropped it back. The one thing that I really picked 
up on with Bedard this week, though, was his ability on twists and turns 
one-on-one. It was evident in games and practices, where he shed 
bigger players in single coverage with such ease. And then in open ice, 
he’s still got that gallop to his stride from a standstill that helps him push 
up ice, catch the rush, and attack with his teammates whenever he falls 
behind the play. Quite the camp. 

LW Will Cuylle (New York Rangers): Cuylle’s timing and execution in 
drills seemed sloppy — like he was just catching, and moving, and 
handling with a little less comfort and pace than his peers. He made an 
effort play to stop a goal in the first game, though, and I thought he was 
the most impressive of the three big kids on the fourth line they decided 
to run with him and Finley and Dufour. But then after an unremarkable 
Sunday, which included a penalty (something they know comes with 
Cuylle sometimes), I wondered if he’d sneak on. He’s an extra or a 
fourth-liner, but they probably like his size-physicality blend. 

C/W Logan Stankoven (Dallas Stars): Stankoven’s got this shuffled, 
compact stride that rattles him around the ice and requires a lot of energy 
exertion. That was evident throughout camp and I think it’s one of the 
reasons they tried him at centre (despite his size). This was the second 
camp of the year in Calgary as part of the evaluation process and it’s 
also the second time I’ve come away noticing how easy he makes 
scoring look in the practice sessions. Those don’t warrant too much 

attention/evaluation but when a kid is routinely beating the goalies and 
filling the net more than the guys around him, I take note. And while he 
missed the camp-opening game against U Sports because he was a little 
banged up, he made the most of his only game at the end of camp when 
he opened the scoring on a post-and-in shot. He can play up and down 
the lineup at all three forward positions, which surely has appeal. 

C/W Elliot Desnoyers (Philadelphia Flyers): After a quiet first game, 
Desnoyers looked more like himself in the second, applying pressure, 
working harder than the next guy to get back in plays, changing quickly 
and driving play to the interior with the puck. He was all over it and there 
wasn’t a player in camp whose effort level was more noticeable. He was 
rewarded in the final moments of the second game with a blast from the 
slot for the 7-2 goal, too. 

LW/RW Xavier Bourgault (Edmonton Oilers): I’m a big, big fan of 
Bourgault and he turned me into an even bigger one this week. He has 
added some serious deception to his game, with little stutters in his 
release that force the goalie down early and fake passes that force 
defenders to bite. He hides the puck on his stick and sends mixed signals 
beautifully, with his hands, feet and eyes doing different things. I thought 
he looked dangerous throughout, but especially as the games went along 
(he was quieter early in the opener). I thought it was noteworthy that he 
was penalty killing, too, because the opportunities in high-end roles were 
limited from the jump. Interested to see how he factors in. 

Defence 

LHD Kaiden Guhle (Montreal Canadiens): I kept a watchful eye 
throughout the week on the guys that are expected to be leaders in this 
group and Guhle’s talkative, outgoing demeanour on the ice definitely 
struck me alongside the more easygoing nature of Cole Perfetti and the 
quiet disposition of Owen Power. Increasingly, I think Guhle, the lone 
returnee on the blue line, will be the captain. 

LHD Owen Power (Buffalo Sabres): Skating with the locks throughout 
camp, I couldn’t help but notice how Power looked like the more talented 
player than some of the sport’s best forwards with the puck on his stick in 
some of the small area games they played. He’s going to be asked to do 
a lot on this Canadian blue line. I fully expect him to push for 25-30 
minutes a night in the games that count. Looks like he’s going to run the 
top power play, too. He and Wright were taking some reps at the point in 
practice. 

LHD Olen Zellweger (Anaheim Ducks): It’s funny that after all of the talk 
of this as a 19-year-old tournament and an older Team Canada, two 18-
year-olds (Zellweger and Carson Lambos) were probably Canada’s best 
D and one 16-year-old (Bedard) was its most dangerous forward. 
Increasingly, it looks like Zellweger is going to be a big part of this team. 
His experience playing the right side almost requires it. But considering 
his age (he was the youngest player in camp after Wright and Bedard), 
and Canada’s older bent, that’s a big deal for him. And though it’s worth 
noting that Dennis Williams, his coach in Everett, is one of the team’s 
assistants, all of the praise he has garnered over the last two years is 
deserved. The skating is still the hallmark. He uses his feet to buzz 
around the ice and carry pucks off the line or in transition better than the 
rest of Canada’s D. The way he hugs corners and rounds the net, or 
turns under opposing players, is extremely noticeable. But he also just 
always seems to play well. I love how quickly he reads the play when he 
gets the puck. Catch, survey, and quickly skate or outlet. He almost 
never waits too long to make a decision. Can you tell I like him? 

LHD Carson Lambos (Minnesota Wild): I thought Lambos’ pairing with 
Vincent Iorio was arguably Canada’s best in the first game. They were 
both engaged in the offence, disruptive defensively and timing their reads 
well. Then I thought his pairing with Hunt was the best of the bunch in the 
second game (before Hunt’s injury). There’s probably a theme there 
(hint: it’s Lambos). He ripped a wrister from the high slot in off the point in 
the second game too (after already having picked up a nice secondary 
assist early in the game). A well-earned roster spot. 

LHD Ryan O’Rourke (Minnesota Wild): O’Rourke made a couple of nice 
stops defensively and then slid a shot-pass off of Tverberg’s stick in 
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garbage time to make it 6-2 Canada in the final game. He fits the 
“reliable, no-fuss, veteran third-pairing guy” role to a tee. 

LHD Ronan Seeley (Carolina Hurricanes): My first real note of camp on 
Seeley was watching him look a little overwhelmed in his own zone while 
hemmed in on his first shift. That was kind of the theme of the first game 
with his partner, Hunt. They were definitely the pairing of the four that 
seemed to struggle. His second game was better, though, he’s a 19-
year-old, and there’s familiarity with assistant coach Dennis Williams, 
who has him as his captain in Everett. 

LHD Donovan Sebrango (Detroit Red Wings): I don’t think Sebrango was 
at his best throughout camp. His first touch accepting passes into his 
shooting stance seemed off in drills. He had a couple of chats with 
coaches during drills where he made a mistake defensively and there 
was some teaching happening (and while that’s not the kind of thing I’d 
typically read anything into in this setting, he had to be dialled in on that 
side because he’s not going to be asked to create offence for this group). 
Still, his age, experience and style of play make bringing him as a depth 
guy sensible. 

LHD Lukas Cormier (Vegas Golden Knights): Cormier was most 
noticeable on the power play, which was good for his case to man the 
second unit (assuming that Power is going to man the first) but maybe 
less inspiring for his case to make because it meant he wasn’t as 
noticeable as he should have probably been at even strength. I thought 
he was better early on in the second game than the first but then he took 
three minor penalties (though he did also wire a point shot off of the post 
for a near-goal) which resulted in two goals against. His body of work and 
his ability to play his off-side earned him the spot more than his play this 
week. 

Goalies 

G Dylan Garand (New York Rangers): Garand, the lone returnee in net, 
started the first half of the first game for U Sports and after giving up a 
goal on his first shot against, he was excellent the rest of the way, 
stopping 29/30 shots under a lot of pressure in a little more than half the 
game before they swapped in Brett Brochu. He then gave up three goals 
on 25 shots in the second game to finish 51/55 (.927) with the best save 
percentage of the bunch. Garand’s post-to-post movement is meticulous. 
Some young goalies struggle to find their post and hold it on when 
opposing carriers swing below the net, or they have to take away the 
short side on bad angle shots, and Garand’s skate and shoulder are 
always in the right spot, even off of switches when some goalies lose 
some of those habits. 

G Sebastian Cossa (Detroit Red Wings): Cossa’s first test of the opener 
was a hard push from his right to his left to make a really tough pad save. 
That’s the quality, with his size and his power, that really sets him apart. 
He looked completely unbeatable down low, too. It was controlled pad 
save after controlled pad save, which actually stands in stark contrast 
from the summer camp when he got beat five-hole a bunch of times. On 
the flip side, he then got beat up high dropping into his butterfly early on 
a couple of shots in the second game. So there might be some give-and-
take there. He stopped 47 of 51 shots (.922) in camp on the whole but I 
don’t think he has solidified his case for the starter’s net just yet. 

G Brett Brochu (undrafted): Brochu looked solid in both games, 
surrendering four goals on 39 shots for a .897 save percentage (though I 
think his play was better than his numbers suggest, and two of those four 
goals against were while shorthanded). 

Team Canada lineup projection 

Note: I’ve got Bedard as the 13th very tentatively. I think he’s either in 
that role or in the top six. There will be no in-between. The big decision in 
the top six will be about who the other right wing is (other than Guenther). 
If Bedard can earn that role in pre-tournament action, it would make 
sense to move Neighbours to the third line left-wing spot. In that case, 
maybe you move Bourgault down and push one of Desnoyers or 
Stankoven out.  

Up next: 

Hockey Canada will now travel to Banff for some team bonding and 
practices before heading into a bubble for their three pre-tournament 
games. Here’s the schedule: 

Dec. 19: Canada vs. Switzerland at 7 p.m. ET in Red Deer 

Dec. 20: Canada vs. Sweden at 7 p.m. ET in Red Deer 

Dec. 22: Canada vs. Russia at 6:30 p.m. ET in Edmonton 

Team Canada will then officially kick off its tournament on Boxing Day 
against the Czech Republic. 
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SPEED AND SIMPLICITY  

 

By Ryan Dixon 

 

A key piece of Canada’s world junior roster, quick yet steady 
defenceman Kaiden Guhle is blazing a path to the Habs lineup 

E ven at a standstill, Kaiden Guhle is the kind of athlete you take notice 
of. His tall, sturdy frame certainly has a hand in that. He’s also got the 
kind of defined jawline fictional Premier League manager Ted Lasso 
would compare to the White Cliffs of Dover. There’s an unmistakable 
leader-of-men vibe about him, even if he’s still a young man himself. If 
his profile can make you snap to attention, the picture of him in full flight 
is lose-your-breath kind of stuff. Big guys aren’t supposed to be the 
fastest guys, too, but Guhle — especially when he can just pin his ears 
back and go — is a whiz of well-refined arm chugs and leg thrusts. 
Whether side to side or up and down, he gets where he needs to go in a 
hurry. Case in point: there was a clip of Guhle circulating on Twitter in 
early November, before he was dealt by the struggling Prince Albert 
Raiders to the powerhouse Edmonton Oil Kings. Typically, if someone 
calls attention to a defenceman’s work on social media, it tends to be for 
bombing home a slapper or a coast-to-coast dash. Guhle, however, 
managed to turn the unglamorous chore of backchecking into such a 
thing of beauty, people just had to share. 

The play started when one of Guhle’s Raiders teammates missed him 
with a drop pass just inside the Saskatoon Blades blue line. In a flash, 
the action was headed back toward the Prince Albert goal and when 
Blades left winger Egor Sidorov received the breakaway pass, his skates 
were crossing the Raiders blue line while Guhle was just passing over 
the centre-ice red. As Sidorov raced to chase down the puck that had 
caromed off his blade and into the Raiders end, Guhle just devoured the 
half-zone head start, like a predator chasing a less-fortunate link in the 
food chain. With the second period dwindling and the two players 
screaming toward the Prince Albert net, Guhle fully extended his stick 
and thwarted Sidorov’s attempt on Raiders stopper Carter Serhyenko. 
The puck wound up in the corner to the right of Serhyenko, while Sidorov 
and Guhle slammed into the end boards. Right at that moment, the horn 
blasted to signal the end of the frame, adding a sort of dramatic 
punctuation to the play. “You don’t find guys who are six-two, six-three 
and 200 pounds who can move like the wind,” says Raiders centre Ozzy 
Wiesblatt. “He’s extremely shifty, too. I think it’s super rare to find a guy 
like that, who can play all over the ice, jump up in the play with ease and 
get back even easier.” 

Precisely how rare a find Guhle winds up being for the Montreal 
Canadiens is something that will only become clear over years. The 
belief, though, is that this 19-year-old selected 16th overall at the 2020 
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NHL Draft by former general manager Marc Bergevin has a chance to be 
a long-term stabilizing element for an organization that has experienced 
endless upheaval since losing the Stanley Cup Final last July. That 
team’s defence corps was anchored by Shea Weber, whose ailing body 
may prevent him from ever taking another NHL shift. His absence has left 
the Canadiens rudderless at times this season, fumbling through the dark 
without their trusted guide. The kind of lynchpin Weber was for the Habs 
is certainly what Team Canada will expect from Guhle when he dons the 
red-and-white at the upcoming World Junior Championship for the 
second straight year. Camp wraps today and it would surprise nobody if 
Guhle is named team captain before the tournament starts on Boxing 
Day. 

The comparison game always comes with its perils, but Habs fans who 
want to run wild drawing lines between Weber and Guhle have their 
share of fodder. Beyond a similar on-ice approach and no-nonsense 
demeanor, they’re both western boys whose formative major junior time 
was spent being coached by a staff featuring head man Marc Habscheid 
and assistant Jeff . And hearing Habscheid talk about the heart-and-soul 
player he had in the Prince Albert fold for more than four years, one has 
to believe there are echoes of the way the coach may have described the 
Kelowna Rockets’ “Mountain Man” nearly 20 years ago. “He’s multi-
dimensional,” Habscheid says of Guhle. “Very good man and good heart 
and incredible person. And once the puck drops, he’s playing to win. He 
gets his eyebrows down and he can be nasty.” 

That figures to be wonderful news both for fans of Canadian hockey this 
holiday season and Canadiens backers dreaming of better days. 

W hen two hockey-playing brothers like Kaiden and Brendan Guhle skate 
the way they can, it’s easy to assume the genesis of their stride lies with 
a similarly gifted parent. However, Kaiden notes his mom, Carrianne, 
only briefly flirted with recreational figure skating, and his dad, Mark, 
“can’t skate a lick.” Brendan, a 24-year-old defenceman with the 
American Hockey League’s San Diego Gulls, says the boys were kind of 
breaking ground simply by playing the game. “None of my family has 
ever really played hockey,” he says. “One of my older cousins was a 
goalie in the Western League for a few years, but that was about it.” 

With a five-year difference between the siblings, a predictable dynamic 
played out as Kaiden  chased his brother around, nosing his way into 
games that were a couple weight divisions above his class. “We were 
obviously really competitive growing up, like most siblings are,” Kaiden 
says. “It was a lot of road hockey and I’d always be the one going in net, 
he’d always be scoring on me and I’d be getting mad at him.” 

Brendan was 16 years old when he left home to blaze a WHL trail with 
the same Prince Albert club Kaiden would eventually suit up for. At 
Christmas each year, he’d come home to the Edmonton suburb of 
Sherwood Park and catch a couple of his little brother’s games. As a 12- 
and 13-year-old, Kaiden was dominant; and the arrow kept pointing up. 
“From then on he just took off,” Brendan says. 

“That kind of just put a hunger inside of me that made me want to be that 
guy the team can rely on. Once you win once, you want to win over and 
over again.” 

The elder Guhle — a second-round pick of the Buffalo Sabres in 2015 
who has 59 NHL games on his resume — was in the final year of his 
WHL career in the spring of 2017 when the Raiders — who were 
rebuilding and had traded Brendan to the Prince George Cougars — won 
the WHL Bantam Draft Lottery. “I remember getting off the ice and seeing 
that,” Brendan recalls. “I was pretty excited because I was about 99.9-per 
cent sure he was going to P.A.” 

During that season, Kaiden — already a big kid — had worn the ‘C’ for 
his U-15 Okanagan Hockey Academy team and led the squad in scoring. 
As if that wasn’t enticing enough, the Raiders also had the added 
advantage of knowing Kaiden and his family from the times they came to 
see Brendan play. That made the choice a slam dunk. “His brother was 
just a prince of a man and really good player,” Habscheid says. “[The 
familiarity] helped both Kaiden and the Raiders.” 

Despite that family connection, Guhle had to pay his dues. As a Western 
League rookie in 2018–19, he was a 16-year-old on a squad that was 
back on the upswing and featured a veteran-laden blue line. That meant 
there were games when Guhle didn’t see a ton of ice time and the odd 
one he was scratched from the lineup. That’s a sobering reality for any 
teenager who’s dominated every level he’s played at, but Habscheid said 
he never found Guhle in a huff. “Not once did he complain,” Habscheid 
says. “He just believed in the process and kept working hard.” 

The process paid off for both Prince Albert and the player. Guhle dressed 
for all 23 contests of the Raiders’ post-season run, which culminated with 
a Game 7, OT victory over the Vancouver Giants to win the league title. 
Playing a supporting role on the Raiders that year fueled Guhle’s desire 
to be the man when his time arrived. “That kind of just put a hunger 
inside of me that made me want to be that guy the team can rely on,” he 
says. “Once you win once, you want to win over and over again. 

The following year — a 2019–20 campaign cut short by the start of the 
pandemic — Guhle established himself as a two-way threat with 40 
points in 64 games. With the WHL playoffs and subsequent regular 
season hijacked by COVID, Guhle wasn’t back in a competitive hockey 
setting again for 10 months, when Canada began the process of picking 
its team for the 2021 WJC in Edmonton. By that point, Guhle had been 
selected by the Habs in the virtual draft held in October. Still, he was by 
no means a lock for the squad. “I knew I was going to be one of those 
guys who, if I had a good camp, maybe I had a chance,” he says. “So I 
was just banking on that: to have a good camp and make the decision [to 
cut me] tough on them.” 

Guhle cracked the team, lining up as its second-youngest defenceman. 
As was the case when he was a Raiders rookie, he wasn’t a top-pair guy, 
but earned the trust of coach André Tourigny and the staff. Canada more 
or less steamrolled its way to the final, where things suddenly turned 
sour. A team that had been basically flawless against the other good 
squads at the event couldn’t find a way to stuff the puck past Spencer 
Knight, as Team USA blanked Canada 2–0. “There were a lot of 
emotions once we lost that game, seeing those guys raise the trophy and 
get their gold medals around their neck,” Guhle says. “It was tough to 
watch.” 

T here was a little exchange from the pre-season that stuck with Rob 
Ramage. The Canadiens director of player development was watching 
Guhle at his first NHL training camp in a game against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. One of the Leafs forwards gave the youngster the business in the 
corner. Play drifted back toward the middle of the ice, but when it bottled 
up again along the boards, Guhle made sure to get his return lick in. “It 
was just good to see the push back,” Ramage says. “He didn’t shy away 
from that. Sometimes that has to be stressed and taught; that’s not going 
to be the case with Kaiden.” 

As one would expect, some aspects of Guhle’s game will need to be 
teased out. Specifically, it will be interesting to see where his offence can 
get to in the NHL. A player of his calibre is always going to put up points 
in leagues beneath the big show, but Guhle himself is the first to tell you 
— remarkable backchecks aside — he’s nobody’s definition of a human 
highlight reel. “I’m not the flashy, dancing-around-the-blue-line type of 
player,” he says. “I’m more [about] getting pucks on net. Even in the 
defensive end, just keeping it simple and doing my job.” 

More from Sportsnet 

How USA Hockey legend Cammi Granato is blazing a new trail in Seattle 

Shane Wright’s exceptional path to the top of the NHL draft board 

Given the overlap in their styles, origin stories and the fact they belong to 
the same pro organization, the comparison to Weber is a natural one. It’s 
far from the only potential parallel, though. One scout running comps 
mentioned the names of Nashville’s Mattias Ekholm and Dallas’s Esa 
Lindell, two big-bodied blue-liners who’ve earned sparkling reputations 
for the work they do in their own zones. Ramage actually drew a line to 
another player connected to Montreal; one who was drafted 12th overall 
by the team in 2007, but never suited up for the Habs thanks to a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 13, 2021 

 

misguided move that saw him traded as a prospect to the New York 
Rangers. 

“I think about a guy like [current Tampa Bay Lighting defenceman] Ryan 
McDonagh,” Ramage says. “I know him well, my son played with him [at 
the University of Wisconsin]. I’ve always watched Ryan and he was a 
defender first. That’s how he went into the NHL with the Rangers. And he 
just became so good defending that [coach John Tortorella] gave him 
more. He [thought], ‘I can trust this guy, I know what I’m going to get from 
him.’ I don’t think Ryan plays first-unit power play, but he plays power 
play. He’s developed into a guy who has put up points and can play that 
part of the game. Is Kaiden Ryan McDonagh? I don’t know. But I like that 
he’s going to solidify his defence first.” 

Those in his orbit today certainly have no concerns about Guhle’s 
offensive abilities. Wiesblatt — a fellow 2020 NHL first-rounder — says 
he’s got one of the best shots from the point in the Dub. And Dave 
Cameron, Canada’s coach at the WJC, says he plans to send Guhle over 
the boards constantly. “He’s a first-round pick with first-round skills,” says 
Cameron. “He’s going to play for us in all situations.” 

“He’s a first-round pick with first-round skills. He’s going to play for us in 
all situations.” 

Guhle actually got a chance to play pro hockey last year, suiting up for — 
and looking just fine in — three games with the AHL’s Laval Rocket when 
the WHL season was still on hiatus. But when his junior season finally did 
start last February, it lasted just a couple games for Guhle thanks to a 
busted finger. He was basically on a point-per-game pace with a bottom-
tier Prince Albert squad this season, registered two assists in his Oil 
Kings debut on Dec. 3 and now turns his gaze toward a shot at 
redemption at a WJC tournament that, once again, will be held in his own 
backyard of Edmonton and Red Deer. 

Brendan says he and his brother talk every two or three days and are 
always exchanging notes about their games. After last year’s gold-medal 
loss, though, he gave Kaiden a little space. “I kind of left it alone,” he 
says. “I obviously know his No. 1 goal at that tournament this year is to 
help the team win it. Anything less than that is a disappointment in his 
eyes. That’s where his standards are at.” 

As a fellow Albertan of the same age, Wiesblatt has known of Guhle 
dating back to their days as highly touted prospects for the WHL draft. 
The pair became close during their time in Saskatchewan and while 
Wiesblatt agrees the expectations Guhle has for himself are a defining 
characteristic, he says you can’t just label his friend “Mr. Serious” and 
move on. “I think he gets the rep of being an extreme professional, and 
he definitely is,” Wiesblatt says. “But just like the rest of us, he’s a kid at 
the same time. He hangs out with the guys all the time.” 

Brendan always gets a kick out of those times when his brother can 
properly unwind. It doesn’t really happen on the golf course, because 
Kaiden is pretty maniacal about his game there, too. But when the boys 
get out on the boat, usually a couple hours north of Edmonton on 
Skeleton Lake, all the duties that go with being a hard-driving, aspiring 
pro can be shelved. “It’s so fun hanging out with him on those days 
because it’s a side of himself he doesn’t get to show that often,” Brendan 
says. 

The ability to take a step back is likely a good thing for any top prospect 
being breathlessly observed by a Habs fanbase that now finds itself 
supporting a sad sack team where suddenly it’s all about the future. 
Brendan isn’t too concerned about how his kid brother will handle the 
glare. He chuckles a little relaying the thought that it wouldn’t surprise 
him in the least if Kaiden’s Instagram just disappeared one day. “He 
would have no problem doing that,” Brendan says. “He’s pretty good at 
just shutting [things] down if he’s getting a little rattled. He can turn his 
phone off and just go for however long without it and it doesn’t bother 
him.” 

The conversations around him, of course, will continue as Guhle makes 
his way up the ranks and inches closer to full-time duty with the 
Canadiens. As for any talk of one day playing the Weber role on a new 

iteration of the squad, it’s just another thing that keeps him grinding. “It’s 
cool to be put in the same sentence as him,” he says. “But I have enough 
respect for him [to know] I’m not anywhere close to being there yet.” 

True. But this kid has been known to get places fast. 
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TSN.CA / Wright looking to showcase talents in first World Junior 
championship 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Last year, Shane Wright was cut by Team Canada.  

"I felt like I left a lot out there at the camp," he recalled. "I was a little 
timid. I was a young 16-year-old. I was the youngest guy there and just 
didn't bring my best. I wasn't feeling the most confident out there and I 
didn't really deserve to make that team. I learned from it and hopefully it 
changes this year. It's definitely given me a lot of motivation." 

Hockey Canada's roster for this year's World Juniors will come into focus 
on Sunday night after the final game of the selection camp. Wright 
doesn't have to worry. So secure is his spot that the Kingston Frontenacs 
centre didn't have to audition in Saturday's game.  

"He's a complete player," said Team Canada head coach Dave 
Cameron. "He's a mature player. He's as good away from the puck as he 
is with the puck. When you talk about elite players like Shane, a lot of 
generational ones, it's the offensive side of the puck, but he's every bit as 
good away from the puck. He's going to be a real big player for us." 

With no Ontario Hockey League season, Wright's opportunity to 
showcase his talent was limited last year. He did star at the World Under-
18 Championship producing 14 points in five games while captaining 
Canada to gold.  

Granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old, Wright 
responded by posting 66 points in 58 games as a rookie in the 2019-20 
season. He didn't light it up as much early this season, but was 
impressive nonetheless.  

"When he wasn't putting up maybe the numbers that people expected, 
there was never any cheating in his game," observed Ottawa 67's 
general manager James Boyd, who heads up Hockey Canada's 
management group. "He maintained that standard of defensive play. It 
takes a strong player to stick with it and Shane's done that and he's 
going to be rewarded."  

Wright produced 11 points in five games before leaving for Canada's 
camp. It was his most productive five-game stretch of the season.  

"I'm just sticking to what I do best," the 17-year-old said.  

What does he do best?   

"Just think the game well," Wright said. "Whenever I'm thinking the game 
at a high level and just going out there and having fun and enjoying 
myself ... I feel like that's when I play my best." 

Wright's momentum has carried over to Calgary.  

"Early on he's elevating his game," Boyd said. "You can see the jump in 
his stride and he hasn't missed much when he's around the net. The one 
thing that's stood out about Shane over the last year is the development 
of his complete game. He's one of the top defensive players in our 
league and he's always had the ability to score."  
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Motivated by last year's cut, Wright full of confidence at Canada's camp 

Motivated by getting cut last year, Shane Wright arrived at Canada's 
World Junior camp this year full of confidence and riding a wave of 
momentum. "I'm just sticking to what I do best," the 17-year-old said. 
"Just thinking the game well." Dave Cameron predicts Wright will play a 
key role in Edmonton. "He's a complete player," the coach said. "He's as 
good away from the puck as he is with the puck." 

Wright appears on track to be picked first overall in the 2022 National 
Hockey League draft and supporters of struggling teams are hoping their 
pain may lead to Shane. A fan at a recent Kingston game even brought a 
Montreal Canadiens sweater with Wright's name on it.  

"I heard someone banging the glass behind me," Wright recalled of the 
viral moment. "I looked back and saw 'Wright' on a 51 Habs jersey so it 
was pretty funny and pretty funny someone got a picture of that as well." 

What does the Burlington, Ont. native think about the possibility of 
playing in Montreal?  

"I wouldn't mind that," he said with a grin. "That'd be an unbelievable 
place to play. It's such a storied franchise, unbelievable city and the fans 
are some of the best in the league." 

Wright isn't worried about the pressure of playing in Canada. In fact, he's 
looking forward to the atmosphere in Edmonton at the World Juniors.  

"Obviously, there'll be pressure, but I feel mostly excitement and pride," 
he said. "You know, 20,000 fans cheering you on, representing your 
country on the world stage, it's something you dream of doing as a kid. I 
try not to think about it so much as pressure, but more as an opportunity 
to go out and make your country proud."  

Wright on potential to be picked by Montreal: 'I wouldn't mind that' 

Shane Wright was amused when a fan brought a Canadiens sweater 
with his name on it to a game. What does the Kingston centre think about 
the potential of playing in Montreal? "I wouldn't mind that," said Wright, 
who's projected to be the first pick in the 2022 draft. "That'd be an 
unbelievable place to play. It's such a storied franchise, unbelievable city 
and the fans are some of the best in the league." 

--- 

Regina Pats forward Connor Bedard didn't suffer any stage fright in his 
first game at this year's camp. The 16-year-old phenom scored twice 
against the team of U Sports players while playing alongside Coyotes 
first rounder Dylan Guenther and Canadiens prospect Joshua Roy.  

"Our line was generating a lot and it's nice to get a couple goals," Bedard 
said. "We were creating a lot and able to get our cycle going. Those are 
older, bigger guys and we were able to work them down low." 

Bedard is trying to become the first 16-year-old to crack Canada's roster 
since Connor McDavid in 2015. What does he think about people 
comparing him to the likes of McDavid and Sidney Crosby? 

"It's pretty cool," he said. "I'm young and McDavid's two points per game 
in the show so that's definitely high expectations. It's pretty humbling to 
hear my name in the same sentence as those guys." 

Cameron, meanwhile, did his best to keep the hype in check.  

"Connor's a real good player with the puck and he stood out tonight 
obviously, but a lot of the evaluation of Connor is his play away from the 
puck and I thought tonight he did alright there," the coach said. "The only 
complaint about Bedard I'd have tonight is shift length." 

McKenzie: Seems clear that Bedard has to be on Canada's 25-man 
roster 

All eyes were on 16-year-old Connor Bedard and he did not disappoint in 
Canada's exhibition game Saturday night. Mark Masters and Bob 
McKenzie explain how the younger Bedard does not get physically 
overwhelmed and he wasted no time setting himself apart. 

What did Ryan Tverberg think when he got invited to Canada's final 
selection camp?  

"A surprise, first and foremost," the University of Connecticut forward 
readily admits. "Playing college is so different than playing in those 
[Canadian major junior] leagues. You just don't think you get that look so 
it's good to know I got noticed and they appreciate my game." 

Tverberg wasn't invited to Hockey Canada's summer camp. Toronto's 
seventh round pick (213th overall) in the 2020 draft seemed like a long 
shot to make the World Junior team. Now, he's on the brink of completing 
a Cinderella run to the roster.  

"I liked him," Cameron said after Saturday's game. "He's tenacious on 
the puck. That's his biggest asset. He's around it. I thought he had a 
couple of opportunities that he kind of whiffed on. But high energy, good 
reads around the puck, good on the forecheck, good in battles." 

Tverberg generated seven points in 14 games as a freshman last 
season. He's already up to 16 points through 14 NCAA games this 
season.  

"Been playing on a good team and have confidence in myself within the 
team," Tverberg said of his success. "Playing more minutes and getting 
more confident with the puck and making more plays. Trying to do, like, 
not more, but better stuff with the puck and without the puck." 

The World Juniors were never on his radar.  

"It's not something you really think about," he said. "I'm just playing 
hockey and trying to do my own thing and things come about when 
you're doing well. It's not something I thought about during the year or 
recently. It's something that just happened." 

Leafs seventh rounder Tverberg surprised by invite to Canada's camp 

Ryan Tverberg, Toronto's seventh round pick in the 2020 draft, wasn't 
invited to Hockey Canada’s summer camp for World Junior hopefuls. But 
a strong start to the season at the University of Connecticut helped earn 
the Richmond Hill, Ont. native a ticket to the final selection camp. 
Tverberg spoke to TSN about his sophomore campaign and what it will 
take to make Team Canada. 

Last year, Ridly Greig never really got a chance to impress at Canada's 
selection camp. 

"I got COVID and came in late and never really recovered for a month or 
two," he recalled. "My lungs were just, I don't even know, I couldn't even 
explain it. My lungs were nowhere near where they should be and I was 
throwing up on the ice. It was a bad look. Definitely happy to be back and 
recovered."  

Like Wright, Greig's spot is so secure this year that he didn't have to play 
on Saturday. The Brandon Wheat Kings forward is poised to fill an 
important role for Team Canada.  

"I see Ridly playing anywhere in our lineup, but probably against the 
other team's top unit," Boyd revealed. "That feisty style, that aggressive 
style is going to frustrate the opponent. He's also shown here, in the first 
couple sessions, a real knack around the net so he's going to be a threat 
offensively as well." 

Greig has 28 points in 19 games in the Western Hockey League this 
season. He has 49 penalty minutes, which is more than any other player 
at Canada's camp. He's also been suspended for a couple games.  

"He's a player that plays on the edge, for sure, but we're confident that 
Ridly knows where that edge is," Boyd said.  

Greig, an Ottawa Senators prospect, is cognizant of the stricter standard 
in the international game.  

"I probably should tone it down a little bit from league play in the WHL," 
he acknowledged. "I'll probably be pretty nervous and scared to take 
some penalties. So, maybe I will be a little shy in the first couple games. I 
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always want to play with an edge and don't want to change my game but, 
at the same time, I don't want to cost the team a bad penalty."  

Greig has never been shy about throwing his weight around. And he has 
more of it this season. A big summer goal was packing on some muscle 
and he says he's added five "solid pounds" to his frame.  

"I can feel it a lot," he said before breaking into a smile, "and definitely 
looking in the mirror, it feels nice."  

Gritty Greig is keen to stay on the right side of IIHF officiating 

Brandon Wheat Kings forward Ridly Greig has racked up 46 penalty 
minutes in 19 games this season. The Ottawa Senators prospect plays 
with an edge and projects to play a shutdown role with Team Canada at 
the World Juniors. But Greig readily admits he may need to dial back his 
aggressive approach, because IIHF officials tend to call things stricter. 

Owen Power wasn't loaned to Hockey Canada for last year's World 
Juniors, but the Michigan defenceman kept a close eye on the games in 
the Edmonton bubble.  

"Any time you get to watch you pick up little things," he said.  

The United States beat Canada 2-0 in the gold-medal game. The biggest 
lesson?  

"Just sticking to our game plan," Power said. "It's easy, when things 
aren't going your way, to get away from it, but it's real important, 
especially in tournaments like this, to stick to your game plan and play 
the right way." 

Power will play a big role as Team Canada seeks redemption. The first 
overall pick in July's NHL draft has produced 23 points in 18 NCAA 
games this season, which is already more than the 16 points he put up in 
26 games last year.   

During the summer, Power focused on improving his in-zone offence.  

"Before, I created a lot of my offence off the rush," the Mississauga, Ont. 
native said. "I really wanted to work on creating more offence on my own 
in the zone. Its definitely been a part of my game that's grown a ton and 
helped me put up those numbers."   

Canada's 'Big Dog': Power brings improved in-zone offence to World 
Juniors 

Owen Power was given the nickname 'Big Dog' during his time with the 
Chicago Steel in the USHL. The moniker stuck when he enrolled at the 
University of Michigan. Now, the first overall pick in the NHL draft is 
ready to bring his bark to the World Juniors. The defenceman has 
already eclipsed his point total from last season in the NCAA. 

McDavid isn't the only Edmonton-based player to pull off a one-on-four 
goal this season. Oil Kings captain Jake Neighbours pulled off a similar 
show-stopping move.  

"Originally, I was just thinking shoot, maybe chip and go get it and try and 
keep it simple," Neighbours said. "A guy threw his stick out at me and I 
tried to get out of the way of that and it just kept happening. It's kind of a 
reactionary play. I wasn't really thinking to attack one-on-four. I don't 
think you're ever thinking that, but it just ended up working out." 

"I was right behind him there so I saw it all," said teammate Dylan 
Guenther. "I saw him wheeling through the ice. I didn't know what he was 
going to do, but I didn't think he was going to do that, I'll tell you that." 

    — Edmonton Oil Kings (@EdmOilKings) December 8, 2021 

The Neighbours play against Moose Jaw on Dec. 4 immediately earned 
comparisons to McDavid's masterpiece against the New York Rangers 
on Nov. 5.  

"Guys were kind of giving it to me in the dressing room after the period 
about how similar it was," Neighbours said. "I didn't think it was that 
similar. I thought McDavid's was a lot nicer, probably a little bit cleaner, 
but it was kind of cool it was on the same net and in the same building. 

We both turned to the same corner after the goal so I think that aspect of 
it was cool to see. It was definitely unique seeing it side by side." 

Neighbours is riding a wave of confidence after getting a nine-game look 
with the St. Louis Blues at the start of the season.   

"Just coming back to junior knowing I can play at that next level, having 
that confidence in myself is huge and I think confidence is everything 
when playing hockey," the Calgary native said.  

Bedard humbled by comparisons to McDavid, Crosby 

Connor Bedard made a big statement on Saturday night producing four 
points in the first game of Hockey Canada's World Junior selection camp. 
Afterwards, the 16-year-old Regina Pats phenom was asked what it's like 
to be compared to generational talents like Connor McDavid and Sidney 
Crosby. 

---  

Hockey Canada lines in Saturday's game:  

F 

Evangelista - Desnoyers - Tverberg 

Roy - Guenther - Bedard 

Dean - Lapierre - Bourgault 

Cuylle - Finley - Dufour 

D 

Sebrango - Zellweger 

Lambos - Iorio 

O'Rourke - Cormier 

Hunt - Seeley 

G 

Cossa 

Garand  

Brochu 

Scratches: Bourque, Greig, Guhle, McTavish, Neighbours, Perfetti, 
Power, Sourdif, Wright 

Injured: Stankoven 
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