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Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis start NHL’s COVID-19 protocol quarantine 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have recently played without 
defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
after they entered the NHL’s COVID protocol. 

Now, the Canes must play without center Sebastian Aho and 
winger Seth Jarvis. 

The team said Monday that Aho, the Canes’ leading scorer, 
and Jarvis had been placed in the COVID protocol along with 
a member of the team’s training staff. The three will remain 
in quarantine in Vancouver, the team said. 

The Hurricanes (19-7-1) end a five-game road trip Tuesday 
against the Minnesota Wild. Pesce and DeAngelo are 
expected to rejoin the lineup for the first time since the Nov. 
28 game against Washington. 

Aho missed Sunday’s game against the Vancouver Canucks. 
Coach Rod Brind’Amour said Aho “didn’t feel right” and was 
a late scratch in the game at Rogers Arena, won 2-1 by the 
Canucks. Jarvis did play in Sunday’s game, assisting on 
Martin Necas’ goal. 

The Canes had won the first three games on the trip — 
against Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton — as Aho starred, 
scoring five goals and adding two assists in wins. On 
Monday, he earned recognition from the NHL as the second 
star of the week. 

Aho had a goal and assist against the Jets, then two goals in 
the Calgary game, scoring the overtime winner. He began a 
back-to-back set against the Oilers and Canucks with two 
goals and an assist in the 3-1 win over Edmonton, being 
named the game’s first star. 

The team flew to Vancouver after the Oilers game and did 
not hold a morning skate Sunday. Brind’Amour said seven 
hours before game time that he expected everyone to be 
back in the lineup for Sunday’s game, but Aho was later 
scratched. 

Jarvis, the Canes’ 2020 first-round draft pick, had earned a 
roster spot as a rookie and has four goals and seven assists 
in 20 games. 

The NHL announced Monday that the Calgary Flames had 
six players and a staff member enter the COVID protocol and 
postponed three games. The Canes and Flames played 
Thursday in Calgary. 

With Aho out and with the Canes unable to recall a forward 
Sunday from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL, Carolina 
dressed 11 forwards and seven defensemen for the Canucks 
game. They reassigned defenseman Max Lajoie to Chicago 
on Monday. 

Bear was the first to test positive for COVID-19, going into 
quarantine Nov. 22 in San Jose on the Canes’ first Western 
road trip. Pesce and DeAngelo entered protocol Nov. 30 -- 
Brind’Amour said last week that neither had experienced any 
COVID symptoms. 

The Canes also have been without forward Jordan 
Martinook, an alternate captain who suffered an ankle injury 
Dec. 2 against the Ottawa Senators. Martinook has missed 
the past five games and Brind’Amour has said he is not sure 
when he would return. 

The Canes announced before the 2021-22 season that all of 
their players and staff members had been vaccinated for the 
coronavirus. 
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The Canucks turn it around, don’t trust the Rangers just yet, a contest update, and a 
Tortorella rant 

By Sean McIndoe 

We’ve hit the two-month mark of the season. Who wants to 
check in on how the prediction contest is going? 

Maybe not many of you, because it’s been a rough start. If 
you’re not familiar with the contest, it’s a chance to predict 
the things that definitely will and won’t happen during the 
season. Just the easy stuff — the sort of calls that are 
obvious to anyone. Except that they often don’t end up being 
all that easy or obvious, and when that happens it can 
torpedo your entry. You can find this year’s contest, and the 
1,582 entries, right here. 

So, how’s it going? The good news is that a lot of the biggest 
stories haven’t caught many of you off-guard. It’s been a 
surprisingly busy first few months in terms of coaches and 
GMs leaving their jobs, with four changes in each category. 
(We’re not counting Doug Wilson’s medical leave here, as 
it’s only expected to be temporary.) Those changes included 
a pair of teams pulling the trigger on Monday, with the Flyers 
firing Alain Vigneault while the Canucks confirmed the 
reports that they were moving on from Travis Green and Jim 
Benning. But that didn’t trip up many of you in the “definitely 
won’t lose their job” questions, with only five entries naming 
Benning and Vigneault and about 30 having Green. A little 
over 30 had Marc Bergevin being safe and almost 20 had 
Jeremy Colliton, so none of the standard-issue firings did 
much damage. Neither did Bob Murray’s exit, which hit less 
than ten of you, and Stan Bowman only got 14. But the Joel 
Quenneville firing was the big one, with 856 entries naming 
him as completely safe back in the days before the full scope 
of the Blackhawks scandal came into focus. 

All in all, that’s not bad — eight firings, but only one that did 
real damage. That’s the good news. The bad news is that a 
few of the other questions are looking rough. Cole Caufield 
showed up as a Calder Trophy candidate sure-thing on a 
remarkable 1,511 entries, or over 95%, and that’s not looking 
great. Over 700 of you had Spencer Knight for the Calder 
question. There’s still time for both guys to rebound, but it’s a 
nervous start for just about everyone. And for what it’s worth, 
possible front-runner Lucas Raymond was only named by 
about 70 of you. 

The playoff team questions are also looking scary for some 
of you. Just over 900 of you had the Islanders as a sure-
thing playoff team, which seems unlikely, and over 140 were 
completely confident about the Jets. On the other side, a 
whopping 1,540 had the surprising Ducks as a lock to miss, 
along with over 1,300 entries that named the Red Wings, 
800 for the Blue Jackets and over 500 for the Sharks. By 
contrast, things look OK on the Norris question, we haven’t 
had any major goalie injuries yet (although four of you 
somehow missed the Carey Price news when filling out your 
entries), and it’s too soon to rule any of the big stars out of 

the Hart race except for an injured Nikita Kucherov, which 
will cost about 600 of you. 

But for a lot of you, none of that will matter. That’s because 
of this year’s new bonus questions, which offered you the 
chance to risk your entire entry by naming a player other 
than Connor McDavid who’d have 100 points, an opportunity 
that about three-quarters of you took. The good news is that 
663 of you picked Leon Draisaitl, which looks like a lock if he 
stays healthy. But 154 had Nathan MacKinnon, who has to 
make up ground after missing time due to injury. And 219 
had Kucherov, so you’re basically done. 

Also, uh, it’s not great news for the one and only one entry 
that risked it all on Roope Hintz as their 100-point player. 

Two months down, four to go, and already some of you are 
looking good while others are thinking ahead to next year. 
The same is true of a lot of NHL teams, and I suppose we 
should stop stalling and get to another week of power 
rankings you won’t agree with… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts 

Here is your weekly reminder that the NHL does not make 
one damn bit of sense: 

5. Minnesota Wild (19-8-1, +22 true goals differential*) — 
Speaking of streaks ending, the Wild saw their run of eight 
straight wins end at the hands of the Kings, then ended the 
road trip by dropping another last night to the Golden 
Knights. They’ve back at home this week, but the three-
game homestand includes the Hurricanes and Panthers. We 
need to see some pushback from the Wild there, or else this 
spot goes back up for grabs. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (17-6-4, +15) — They looked great 
during a five-game win streak, then decidedly less so in 
losing 4-0 to the Senators. Still, that was the last game of a 
long road trip with a backup goalie, so maybe we don’t worry 
too much about it. Seeing them handle the Leafs in Toronto 
was reassuring if that ends up being the first-round matchup, 
especially since they did it without Nikita Kucherov or 
Brayden Point. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (19-7-1, +27) — Last night’s loss to 
the Canucks snapped a four-game win streak. It was also a 
bit of a schedule loss, coming 24 hours after Saturday’s 
impressive win over the Oilers, who I don’t think we’re 
panicking about yet but I’ll get back to you. 

Here’s Sara with a deep dive into all sorts of Hurricanes 
topics, including how good Andrei Svechnikov has been 
lately. 
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2. Colorado Avalanche (16-7-2, +24) — My ride-or-die made 
me look good this week, going all 1980s by scoring seven 
goals in three straight games before beating the Panthers 
last night. Was it a Stanley Cup final preview? We can’t say 
for sure, but probably, yeah. 

1. Florida Panthers (18-5-4, +27) — Oh, Florida “reclaims top 
spot”, do they? Huh, interesting, because I already had them 
there. That’s cool, I’m sure you guys bumped them for a 
team with a long history of coming through. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: New York Rangers — Yeah, still. And yes, you 
could absolutely make an argument for them ahead of some 
of the teams in the list above. The Rangers have featured 
prominently in the last two weeks of “it’s too hard to make a 
top five” complaining around here, but they’ve yet to actually 
crack the big list. 

So why not this week? For starters, how about because I 
held the door open for them last week by all but 
guaranteeing them a spot if they’d beat the Avalanche, and 
then they lost 7-3. Yeah yeah, schedule loss, but they got 
smoked. Come on guys, if you don’t want it you can just say 
so, no need to get dramatic about it. 

And second, as I’ve said over and over again, I’m just not 
completely sold yet. This is a very good young team with lots 
of the right pieces and a very good coach. They’re also 
probably overachieving. Both of those things can be true. 
Their goals differential is well behind most of the other elite 
teams, and it’s still probably better than they’ve deserved 
(their expected goals are just a little better than break-even). 
Almost all of their wins have come against teams that are 
middle-of-the-pack or worse; the only top contenders they’ve 
beaten are the Panthers and Leafs, while they’ve lost to the 
Avs, Flames (twice), Oilers, Capitals and Leafs. As we 
always say around here, you can only play who the schedule 
gives you, and banking points by beating up underdogs is 
part of being a good team. But if you’re looking for a 
signature win that convinced you the Rangers are for real, 
I’m not sure it’s happened yet. 

The most interesting piece of evidence that the Rangers 
aren’t as good as their record says is the one I’m not sure I 
buy. They’ve got a somewhat high PDO thanks to a team 
save percentage around .920, and they’ve spent most of the 
year in the top five in goals against. It’s tempting to say that 
maybe they’re just being carried by unusually hot 
goaltending, specifically Igor Shesterkin’s .937 play. Only… 
what if they’re not? The 25-year-old Shesterkin is hurt right 
now, but he’s been excellent pretty much all season long. 
Maybe he’s just the next Henrik Lundqvist, poised to give the 
Rangers great goaltending for the next decade. If you believe 
that — and you wouldn’t be alone — then this team is in 
great shape. They’ve already got a young Norris winner, an 
MVP candidate up front, a solid number one center, a pair of 
top-two picks who haven’t even done much yet, enough 
assets to trade for a big name… you know, I think I’m talking 
myself into this. Rangers, top five, who’s with me? I think I 
might be in. 

Then they lose to the 1-0 Predators, and I’m back out. 

At least for now. But hey, look who’s up next on the 
schedule: Our old friends the Avalanche. The door’s still 
open, guys. Beat the Avs, then let’s talk. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

I know we’re not supposed to take the bait on hot takes, but 
man, John Tortorella on the Trevor Zegras flip assist was just 
about the dumbest thing I’ve ever heard on an NHL 
broadcast. 

Let’s get this straight. It’s a skilled play, and it’s cool, and it’s 
fun to watch… but it’s not good for the game? 

I get that this is Tortorella’s schtick, and it’s one thing if he’s 
the coach of a team and wants them to grind it out with 
“honest” (i.e. boring) hockey. Or, as Tortorella puts it, as they 
did back in the late 90s and early 2000s, back when teams 
were going bankrupt and the NHL was about to get relegated 
to the Outdoor Life Network because nobody wanted to 
watch it. You know, the good old days. 

But he’s not a coach anymore. He’s a broadcaster on a 
network that just spent hundreds of millions of dollars on a 
new TV deal, and that desperately needs to sell this game to 
a generation of fans who’ve lost interest in the grind-it-out 
dead puck era. And this is the guy they put on the air to do it. 
Someone who thinks the most entertaining play of the 
season is bad for the game and longs for the day when you’d 
get your head taken off for trying it. 

I guess we’re talking about it. We’re talking about how dumb 
it all is, but we’re talking. So, good job there, ESPN, I 
suppose you got what you were looking for. 

5. Seattle Kraken (9-15-3, -20) – There’s a lot of good insight 
in this interview with Ron Francis. The GM tells us that “we 
all knew that it wasn’t going to be Vegas”, which is probably 
true. You still have to think that Seattle fans thought it would 
be better than this, but Francis does get into how the flat cap 
has caused more headaches for his young team than you 
might think. Meanwhile, this week brought three more losses, 
all in regulation and by a combined score of 14-5. The grind 
continues. 

4. Ottawa Senators (8-16-1, -27) – Saturday’s 4-0 win over 
the Lightning continued a run where the Senators are 
beating all the decent-to-good teams they play. They also 
lost to the Islanders, which does disprove anything from the 
first sentence. 

3. Buffalo Sabres (8-15-4, -24) – They’ve lost seven straight, 
and are officially terrible again. Also, we had a blown offside 
review on Friday. 

I guess you have to give the league some credit for admitting 
the mistake, but this kind of thing just can’t happen. It’s bad 
enough that a league that’s already starved for offense is 
grinding games to a halt to look for violations of a fraction of 
an inch to take goals off the board. That’s dumb, and we 
shouldn’t be doing it. But if we are, we absolutely can’t be 
taking away good goals that we called correctly on the ice 
because a replay official saw something that wasn’t there. 
It’s just inexcusable. 
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Ah well, at least Sabres fans are used to being screwed over 
by nobody noticing where a skate was. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (6-20-3, -40) – Another tough week, 
as the losing streak hits six, and now the injuries are piling 
up with Tyler Toffoli out for two months. When the highlight 
of the week is an ovation for an opposing player, things are 
bad. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (5-20-2, -51) – OK, cool, they’ve 
apparently caught up on some of their overdue bills. Now, 
who’s going to pay for a refill on Karel Vejmelka’s contact 
lens prescription? 

By the way, the Coyotes lost that game 5-3. That was your 
chance to get into the bottom five, Flyers fans, and your 
team blew it. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — They’re fixed! 

OK, maybe not. But this ended up being a good week for a 
team that desperately needed one. It started with Monday’s 
confirmation of the changes that had already leaked out, and 
ended with last night’s win over the Hurricanes to run Bruce 
Boudreau’s record to 4-0-0. That means they’ve won six of 
seven — remember those two wins against Ottawa and 
Montreal before the Penguins disaster that now feel like they 
were from a different era? – and have climbed past Seattle to 
escape dead last in the Pacific. 

Is this all happening because Boudreau is the best coach in 
the world? (Checks notes.) Sure, let’s go with that. He’s not, 
but he seems like a good guy and his regular season track 
record is fantastic. There’s something to be said about going 
back to the well for a 66-year-old who’s already been fired in 
three other places, but sometimes you need a steady hand 
and Boudreau has that. 

Speaking of going back to the well, Jim Rutherford is running 
the show now, and we should probably wait and see on that 
one. He didn’t waste any time making changes, sweeping 
out some long-time front office names. By the way, the 
owner had some thoughts on that: 

We don’t know who the next GM will be, and there are 
scenarios where a young mind working and learning under a 
veteran as Rutherford could work well. Or maybe Rutherford 
just gives himself the job and starts making a trade every two 
weeks. I’m not sure if that would be great for the Canucks, 
but it would be fun for the rest of us, so I’m on board. 

There’s still plenty to figure out here, but that’s for down the 
road. For now, the Canucks are good again and all is well. 
Oh, and they’re only six points out of a playoff spot with 53 
games to play, so… nah. Let’s not get crazy, right?

 

 

 

Aho, Jarvis, trainer in COVID protocol for Canes 

By Adam Gold 

The Carolina Hurricanes were without star center Sebastian 
Aho for Sunday night’s 2-1 loss in Vancouver. Well, get used 
to that, Caniacs. 

The team announced Monday that Aho, top rookie forward 
Seth Jarvis and a member of the team’s training staff had 
been placed in the NHL’s health and safety protocol. Per 
rule, the trio will remain in Vancouver for 10 days before 
being allowed to return to the team. The rest of the 
Hurricanes and the traveling party is traveling to Minnesota 
for Tuesday’s game against the Wild.  

Aho was just named the NHL’s second star of the week for 
ringing up 7 points (5 goals, 2 assists) in a trio of wins on the 
road. He was on a 5-game points tear, having scored 5 times 
and dishing off 7 assists over that span. For the season, Aho 
leads the Hurricanes in goals (15), assists (17), and points 
(32) in 26 games.  

Jarvis has 4 goals and 11 points in 20 games this season. 
The 19-year old surprised many by making the team out of 

training camp and has forced his way into a top-9 forward 
spot. He was one of the Canes best players in the loss to the 
Canucks, assisting on the lone Carolina goal – a third-period 
tally by Martin Necas that pulled the Hurricanes within a goal.  

The Canes have six games on the schedule before Aho and 
Jarvis could return. 

This is the third time the team has been hit with COVID 
issues. A few weeks ago, defenseman Ethan Bear tested 
positive before the team’s game at San Jose. He missed six 
games before he was able to return.  

About a week later, fellow blue liners Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo entered COVID protocol, and each sat out the last 
seven games. Both are set to return against the Wild.  

Without Aho and Jarvis, the Canes are down to 10 forwards 
on the roster. As of 6 p.m. Monday, they had not announced 
any roster additions. They did reassign defenseman Maxime 
Lajoie to Chicago of the American Hockey League on 
Monday. The team’s roster stands at 18 skaters with 10 
forwards and 8 defensemen.
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Preview: Canes at Wild 

Team concludes five-game road trip tonight in Minnesota 

By Walt Ruff 

ST. PAUL, MN. - The Carolina Hurricanes will play their 12th 
road game in the last 28 days tonight, bringing their efforts to 
Minnesota to take on the Wild. 

When: Sunday, December 14, 10 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN+, Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 19-7-1 (39 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 2-1 Loss to the Vancouver Canucks on 
Sunday, December 12. 

Wild Record: 19-8-1 (39 Points, 1st - Central Division) 

Wild Last Game: 6-4 Loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Sunday, December 12. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Give and Take World: News broke last night that both 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis had entered the National 
Hockey League's COVD-19 Protocol, thus being left in 
Vancouver as the team departed for Minnesota. With those 
two unavailable for tonight, there are now two massive holes 
on offense that will need to be filled. However, the news is 

not all bad. After unfortunately testing positive for COVID-19 
on Monday, November 29, Canes defensemen Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce are set to return to the lineup this 
evening. They've been away from the club for over two 
weeks and despite the commendable job that both Max 
Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield have done in their place, the club 
will welcome the two back with open arms. Prior to hitting the 
COVID-19 Protocol list, DeAngelo was among the top five 
league-wide in scoring by defenseman. 

Offense vs. Defense: Only three teams in the NHL have 
scored over 100 goals already this season, one of them 
being tonight's opponent of the Canes. That makes tonight's 
matchup a battle of two separate strengths. While the Wild 
enter the evening with the second most goals scored in the 
league (106), Carolina enters with the fewest goals allowed 
(58). What makes Minnesota's offense even more 
threatening is that they're doing so really without a strong 
power play. Their man advantage currently sits 21st in the 
league, meaning they're very capable of finding the back of 
the net at five-on-five. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Brady Skjei's next assist will be his 100th 
in the NHL. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters. 

Featured Merchandise Item of the Game: View tonight's item 
of the game on CarolinaProShop.com here!
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Demko leads 3 Stars of the Week 

Canucks goalie, Hurricanes forward Aho, Avalanche 
defenseman Toews earn honors 

By NHL Public Relations 

NEW YORK - Vancouver Canucks goaltender Thatcher 
Demko, Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho and 
Colorado Avalanche defenseman Devon Toews have been 
named the NHL's "Three Stars" for the week ending Dec. 12. 

FIRST STAR - THATCHER DEMKO, G, VANCOUVER 
CANUCKS 

Demko went 4-0-0 with a 1.20 goals-against average, .962 
save percentage and one shutout to help the Canucks (12-
15-2, 26 points) win their first four games under new head 
coach Bruce Boudreau. Demko earned his second career 
shutout (also March 1, 2021 at WPG: 27 SV) with 31 saves 
in a 4-0 triumph over the Los Angeles Kings Dec. 6. He then 
registered consecutive shootout victories, denying 35 shots 
(as well as both he faced in the tiebreaker) in 2-1 win against 
the Boston Bruins Dec. 8 and making 34 saves (plus another 
three in the shootout) in a 4-3 triumph over the Winnipeg 
Jets Dec. 10. Demko finished the week by turning aside 28-
of-29 shots in a 2-1 victory against the Carolina Hurricanes 
Dec. 12. The 26-year-old San Diego, Calif., native has 
played in 24 total games this season, compiling a 12-11-1 
record, 2.66 goals-against average, .917 save percentage 
and one shutout. 

SECOND STAR - SEBASTIAN AHO, C, CAROLINA 
HURRICANES 

Aho collected multiple points in each of his three 
appearances, sharing the League lead with five goals and 
placing second with seven points (5-2-7) to lift the Hurricanes 
(19-7-1, 39 points) to a 3-1-0 week. Aho posted 1-1-2, his 
third consecutive multi-point game, in a 4-2 victory over the 
Winnipeg Jets Dec. 7. He then scored twice, including his 
franchise record-tying sixth career overtime goal, in a 2-1 
triumph against the Calgary Flames Dec. 9. Aho capped the 
week with 2-1-3 in a 3-1 win over the Edmonton Oilers Dec. 
11, making him the first Hurricanes/Whalers player since 
1993-94 with multiple points in five straight games (Michael 
Nylander: 1-10-11 in 5 GP). The 24-year-old Rauma, 
Finland, native has skated in 26 total contests this season, 
ranking sixth in the NHL with 15-17-32. 

THIRD STAR - DEVON TOEWS, D, COLORADO 
AVALANCHE 

Toews topped the League with seven assists in four outings 
(0-7-7) to propel the Avalanche (16-7-2, 34 points) to a 
perfect week. He recorded a pair of helpers in both a 7-5 
victory against the Philadelphia Flyers Dec. 6 and a 7-3 win 
over the New York Rangers Dec. 8. Toews then matched a 
career high with three assists (also March 16, 2021 vs. ANA: 
0-3-3) in a 7-3 triumph against the Detroit Red Wings Dec. 
10 before being held off the scoresheet in a 3-2 win over the 
League-leading Florida Panthers Dec. 12. The 27-year-old 
Abbotsford, B.C., native has appeared in 16 total contests 
this season, pacing NHL defensemen (minimum: 5 GP) with 
1.25 points per game (4-16-20).
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NHL Buzz: Laine practices with Blue Jackets for first time since injury 

Hyman could return for Oilers against Maple Leafs; Penguins 
forwards Guentzel, Rust skate 

Welcome to the NHL Buzz. Throughout the 2021-22 season, 
NHL.com will have you covered with the latest news. 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS 

Patrik Laine returned to practice Monday for the first time 
since he sustained an oblique strain Nov. 3 at the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

The forward has missed 17 games after scoring 10 points 
(three goals, seven assists) in the first nine games this 
season. Columbus (14-11-1) is 8-8-1 without him. 

There is no timetable for the return of Laine, whose father, 
Harri, died in November, according to the Blue Jackets 
website. 

He skated on a line with recent scratches Emil Bemstrom 
and Yegor Chinakhov. 

"These guys have been great supporting me and my family, 
so it's always nice to come back here with open arms," Laine 
said. "It's definitely fun being on the ice with them again." 

He rejoined his teammates in Vancouver ahead of their 
game at the Vancouver Canucks on Tuesday (10 p.m. ET; 
SNP, BSOH, ESPN+, NHL LIVE). 

"He's been through a lot here, and a lot of times in these 
situations, [it's good] just to be back with your second family 
and get out there and have some normalcy in your life," 
coach Brad Larsen said. "It's great to see him out there 
smiling and having some fun and getting back at it." 

EDMONTON OILERS 

Zach Hyman could be available for the Oilers when they host 
the Toronto Maple Leafs on Tuesday (9 p.m. ET; SNW, 
TSN4, ESPN+, NHL LIVE). 

The forward did not practice Monday. Though Edmonton 
coach Dave Tippett said Hyman is day to day, he hasn't 
been ruled out. 

"[He had a] better response than we thought coming out of 
the other night," Tippett said. 

Hyman was checked into the boards by Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman Brady Skjei at 16:39 of the third period of a 3-1 
loss Saturday. He did not finish the game. 

Tippett said the Oilers are aware Hyman wants to be in the 
lineup but will not take any unnecessary risks. Hyman played 
his first six NHL seasons for Toronto. 

"We'll see where he is in the morning," Tippett said. "He 
came in yesterday morning and was feeling much better than 
he anticipated he would. And today was another step forward 
so he didn't want to be counted out yet. But we'll certainly be 
careful with him." -- Tim Campbell 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Jake Guentzel (upper body) and Bryan Rust (lower body) 
each skated for the first time since their respective injuries. 

The forwards were on the ice about an hour before practice 
but did not join their teammates. Guentzel has missed two 
games and is week to week. Rust is week to week and has 
been out since Nov. 24. 

"They're where they're at, where we expected them to be," 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said. "We'll see where it goes 
moving forward, but they're all tracking the way our medical 
team had anticipated." 

The Penguins host the Montreal Canadiens on Tuesday (7 
p.m. ET; ATTSN-PT, TSN2, RDS, ESPN+, NHL LIVE). 

Evan Rodrigues initially replaced Rust at right wing on the 
first line with center Sidney Crosby before moving to left wing 
after Guentzel was injured. Kasperi Kapanen is filling in at 
first-line right wing. 

Pittsburgh also is without second-line center Evgeni Malkin, 
who has been practicing since Nov. 29 in a no-contact 
jersey. He skated for 30 minutes before practicing Monday, 
when he rotated on the second power-play unit. 

Malkin hasn't played this season. He had knee surgery June 
4. 

"'Geno' is making really good progress," Sullivan said. "We're 
encouraged by it. Every week the limitations are less and 
less." -- Wes Crosby  

ST. LOUIS BLUES 

Brayden Schenn will be out at least one week after the 
forward was placed on injured reserve with an upper-body 
injury. 

Schenn became the 11th Blues skater to be sidelined either 
by injury or NHL COVID-19 protocol since Nov. 26. He was 
injured in the third period of a 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Anaheim Ducks on Sunday. 

Robert Thomas also went on IR and will be out at least 
another week. The forward has missed four games with a 
lower-body injury. 

David Perron (upper body) was placed on long-term injured 
reserve retroactive to Nov. 27. He's missed eight games and 
will be out at least three more. The forward is eligible to be 
activated Dec. 21. 

Forward Tyler Bozak and defenseman Justin Faulk were 
removed from COVID-19 protocol and could play against the 
Dallas Stars on Tuesday (8:30 p.m. ET; BSSW, BSMW, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE). Goalie Jordan Binnington remains in 
protocol but is eligible to come off at any time. 

Goalie Ville Husso (lower body) and forward Jordan Kyrou 
(upper body) each is day to day. 

After the Blues played three of four games with 17 skaters, 
they recalled forward Alexei Toropchenko from Springfield of 
the American Hockey League. He joins emergency recalls 
forwards Nathan Walker and Matthew Peca on the roster. 

Forwards James Neal and Klim Kostin remain on LTIR, each 
with an upper-body injury. Neal is eligible to be activated 
Dec. 18 and Kostin on Dec. 20. 
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Coach Craig Berube said he wasn't sure if anyone could 
return Tuesday. 

"I would say no, but I'm not going to sit here and set that in 
stone," Berube said Sunday. "It's too early to tell right now." -
- Lou Korac 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Forwards Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis have been placed 
in NHL COVID-19 protocol. 

Aho did not play in a 2-1 loss at the Vancouver Canucks on 
Sunday because of an illness. Jarvis played 17:05 and had 
an assist. 

The players remained in quarantine in Vancouver along with 
a member of the Hurricanes training staff who also was 
placed in COVID-19 protocol. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes and is tied for fifth in the NHL with 
32 points (15 goals, 17 assists) in 26 games. Jarvis has 
scored 11 points (four goals, seven assists) in 20 games. 

The Hurricanes conclude their five-game road trip at the 
Minnesota Wild on Tuesday (8 p.m. ET; ESPN+, HULU, NHL 
LIVE). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Anthony Cirelli (upper body) could play against the Los 
Angeles Kings on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET; BSSUN, BSW, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE). The forward has missed two games. 

Brayden Point practiced for the first time since the forward 
sustained an upper-body injury sustained Nov. 20 that was 
expected to sideline him 4-6 weeks. He wore a non-contact 
jersey and did some work on the power play. 

BUFFALO SABRES 

Malcolm Subban was a full participant at practice and could 
return later in the week. 

The goalie was injured in his Sabres debut Dec. 4, a 6-2 loss 
to the Carolina Hurricanes. It was his second time skating 
with Buffalo after participating in the morning skate last 
Friday. 

The Sabres begin a three-game road trip against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday (8 p.m. ET; TSN3, MSG-B, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE). Subban could start one of the final two 
games, at the Minnesota Wild and Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Thursday and Friday. 

"I'll get a final read on Malcolm today, because [it was] his 
first full practice," Sabres coach Don Granato said. "It looked 
like everything went great to the eye out there. … So if that is 
the case, that would be the plan." 

Subban, Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen and Aaron Dell all are 
traveling with Sabres. Luukkonen has started the past three 
games after he was recalled from Rochester of the American 
Hockey League on Dec. 6. 

"I'm excited for Malcolm because it's an opportunity," 
Granato said. "He has such experience now that hopefully 
that hindsight and that experience will come to fruition here 
and benefit him and benefit us. 

"[Luukkonen] looks good, he feels good. Because of that, it's 
the right place that he can make progress in the 
development areas right here, right now. It's simple and it's 
an easy decision based on that." -- Heather Engel 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS 

Christian Jaros was placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol. 

The defenseman joins defenseman Ryan Graves and 
forward Nico Hischier, who each went into protocol Saturday. 
Forward Yegor Sharangovich did not practice Monday as a 
precaution. 

The Devils visit the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday (7 p.m. 
ET; NBCSP, MSG, ESPN+, NHL LIVE).
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Kaprizov, Wild to host the Hurricanes 

Carolina Hurricanes (19-7-1, second in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Minnesota Wild (19-8-1, first in the Central) 

St. Paul, Minnesota; Tuesday, 8 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Wild -136, Hurricanes 
+113; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Kirill Kaprizov and Minnesota take on 
Carolina. Kaprizov is eighth in the NHL with 32 points, 
scoring 10 goals and recording 22 assists. 

The Wild are 10-2-0 on their home ice. Minnesota has 
scored 103 goals and is second in the Western Conference 
averaging 3.7 goals per game. Ryan Hartman leads the team 
with 13. 

The Hurricanes are 12-4-1 on the road. Carolina averages 
9.6 penalty minutes per game, the fifth-most in the Eastern 
Conference. Vincent Trocheck leads the team serving 37 
total minutes. 

The teams match up Tuesday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Hartman leads the Wild with a plus-20 
in 28 games this season. Kaprizov has five goals and nine 
assists over the last 10 games for Minnesota. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 15 goals and has 
32 points. Nino Niederreiter has 9 points over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 8-2-0, averaging four goals, 7.1 
assists, 4.4 penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.2 goals per game with a .938 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-5-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.8 
penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals 
per game with a .906 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Wild: Jonas Brodin: day to day (upper body), 
Frederick Gaudreau: day to day (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo: out (covid-19 protocols), Jordan 
Martinook: day to day (lower body), Brett Pesce: out (covid-
19 protocols).
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Viewers guide to New York Rangers-Colorado Avalanche, Carolina Hurricanes-Minnesota 
Wild on ESPN+ 

The ESPN+ exclusive schedule continues on Tuesday night 
with a double shot of potential Stanley Cup Final matchups, 
as the four teams involved are all in the NHL's top eight by 
points percentage. Coverage starts at 7:55 p.m. ET for the 
Carolina Hurricanes at the Minnesota Wild, while things get 
rolling at 8:55 p.m. ET for the New York Rangers' visit to the 
Colorado Avalanche. 

To help get you ready for the matchups, we've put together a 
guide on all the key players to watch for all four teams, 
including in-depth statistical insights from ESPN Stats & 
Information, and more. 

This season, ESPN+ will broadcast 75 exclusive regular-
season games, with ABC and ESPN airing a combined 28 
exclusive regular-season games for a total of 103 games. 
The complete broadcast schedule can be found here. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Minnesota Wild 

7:55 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN+ 
Line: Minnesota -130 | Over/under: 5.5 

Hurricanes 
ESPN Power Rankings: 5 
Goalie confidence rank: 6 
Leading scorer: Sebastian Aho, 32 points in 26 games 
2021-22 record: 19-7-1, second in Metro division 

 The Hurricanes are wrapping up a five-game road 
trip with this game. Carolina is 3-1-0 so far, and has 
allowed two or fewer goals in each of the first four 
games. They have never allowed two or fewer goals 
(excluding shootout-deciding goals) in each game 
of a road trip of five-plus games. The last club to do 
this in each game of a five-game road trip was the 
Blues, who did it twice in 2016-17. 

 Carolina enters Monday with the most wins (12), 
most standings points (25) and highest points 
percentage (.735, 12-4-1) on the road this season. 
Since coach Rod Brind'Amour took over in 2018-19, 
the Hurricanes are in a virtual tie for the third-best 
road points percentage in the NHL with the Bruins, 
at .612. Only the Lightning (.676) and Capitals 
(.665) are better.  

 The Hurricanes have played nine road games 
decided by one goal (going 6-2-1 in the nine 
games), which is tied with their opponent tonight -- 
the Wild -- for second most in the NHL behind the 
Ducks, who have played 11. 

 The Hurricanes are averaging 3.15 goals per game 
and 2.15 goals against per game. The difference of 
1.00 goals per game this season is tied with the 
Panthers for the highest rate in the NHL. They also 

have the highest shots-on-goal-per-game 
differential in the NHL, as they average 6.0 more 
than their opponent.  

 Carolina has outscored opponents 28-14 in the third 
period, the second-best goal differential in the third 
this season behind only the Panthers, at plus-15. 
The 14 goals allowed are eight fewer than any other 
team. 

 Sebastian Aho missed Sunday's game because of 
an illness, which technically ends his streak of five 
straight multi-point games (the NHL recognizes 
individual streaks only without missing team 
games), which was one shy of the longest streak in 
franchise history set by Mike Rogers in 1979-80 and 
Kevin Dineen in 1988-89 for the Hartford Whalers. 
Aho is tied for fifth in the NHL in points, with 32, and 
is averaging 1.23 points per game, which ranks 
10th in the league and would be the highest single-
season rate by a Hurricanes player since the team 
moved from Hartford in 1997-98. 

 Defenseman Jaccob Slavin has been averaging 
28:14 time on ice per game in December, the 
highest rate in the NHL. That's more than five 
minutes more per game than what his season 
average was entering the month (23:08).  

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen is seventh in save 
percentage this season, at .930 (minimum 10 
games played) and second behind Pittsburgh's 
Tristan Jarry (1.92) in goals-against average, at 
1.93. Andersen's career-best save percentage was 
.923, set in 28 games during his 2013-14 rookie 
season with the Ducks. 

Wild 
ESPN Power Rankings: 7 
Goalie confidence rank: 20 
Leading scorer: Kirill Kaprizov, 32 points in 28 games 
2021-22 record: 19-8-1, first in Central division 

 The Wild are looking to avoid their first three-game 
losing streak under current coach Dean Evason. 
Even with losses in the past two games, the Wild's 
39 points and .696 points percentage are still tied 
for the best 28-game start in team history with the 
2011-12 team. 

 The Wild are averaging 3.68 goals per game, which 
is third in the NHL, and would be by far the team's 
best rate in franchise history (they scored 3.21 
goals per game in 2016-17 and 2020-21). Including 
shootout-deciding goals, the Wild have scored four 
goals in a game 18 times this season, most in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 14, 2021 

 

NHL (not surprisingly, they are 15-2-1 in those 
games). 

 Wild defensemen have totaled a league-high 65 
assists, and their 83 combined points trail only the 
Avalanche for most in the NHL. However, they are 
one of four teams that do not have a power-play 
goal from a defenseman this season (the others 
being the Blackhawks, Penguins and Flames). 

 Speaking of the power play, the Wild are 21st in the 
NHL this season in power-play percentage, at 
17.4%. However, they have scored a power-play 
goal in each of their past five games and are 6-for-
18 (33.3%) in that span. Their six power-play goals 
are tied for fourth this month. 

 Kirill Kaprizov is one of seven active players who 
averaged 1.00 points per game in their first 83 
career games. The others are Alex Ovechkin (108 
in first 83), Sidney Crosby (104), Evgeni Malkin 
(92), Connor McDavid (91), Elias Pettersson (84) 
and Mathew Barzal (83). 

 Ryan Hartman is averaging 0.83 points per game 
this season after averaging 0.36 for his career 
entering 2021-22. Hartman is just eight points away 
from tying his single-season career high of 31 set in 
2016-17 with the Blackhawks and 2017-18 with the 
Blackhawks and Predators. 

 According to Stathletes, Kaprizov has 21 steals, 
which leads the NHL and is 12 more than anyone 
else on the Wild. Kaprizov has 33 possession gains 
from below the goal line in the offensive zone, 
which is second in the NHL, behind Connor 
McDavid. 

New York Rangers at Colorado Avalanche 

8:55 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN+ 
Line: Colorado -200 | Over/under: 6 

Rangers 
ESPN Power Rankings: 6 
Goalie confidence rank: 3 
Leading scorer: Artemi Panarin, 32 points in 27 games 
2021-22 record: 18-6-3, third in Metro division 

 The Rangers are 18-6-3, good for 39 points this 
season. They are one win and one point shy of the 
most in the league, and their .722 points percentage 
is tied with the Hurricanes for second best in the 
league behind the Panthers (.741, 18-5-4, 40 Pts). 
Their 39 points are tied for third most in franchise 
history through 27 games, and trail only the 41 
points in 1971-72 and the 40 points in 1993-94; 
both of those teams went to the Stanley Cup Final 
(1993-94 Rangers won the Cup).  

 The Rangers have won four straight on the road 
and are 10-3-2 on the road this season. The only 
team with a better points percentage on the road 
this season than the Rangers' .733 is Carolina 
(.735, 12-4-1). This performance is tied for the most 
points (22) the Rangers had in their first 15 road 

games of a season in franchise history with the 
2010-11 campaign (11-4-0, 22 points); a win in this 
game would give them the most points through their 
first 16 road games all time. 

 The Rangers are 9-2-3 in games decided by one 
goal this season. The nine wins are tied for second 
in the NHL, and are one shy of doubling their total 
from all of last season, when they tied with the Red 
Wings for the fewest such wins (5-9-6). 

 Adam Fox has 29 points to lead all defensemen this 
season. If he gets a point on Tuesday, he'll be the 
quickest to 30 points by a Rangers defenseman 
since Brian Leetch did it in 24 games in 2000-01. 

 Chris Kreider's 17 goals are tied for fifth in the NHL 
this season, and would put him on a 51-goal pace 
over 82 games. There have been three 50-goal 
seasons in Rangers history: Jaromir Jagr, with 54 in 
2005-06; Adam Graves, with 52 in 1993-94; Vic 
Hadfield, with 50 in 1971-72.  

 The Rangers are one of three teams with multiple 
20-assist players: Adam Fox (24) and Artemi 
Panarin (23), joining the Oilers (Connor McDavid, 
Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins) and 
Capitals (Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny Kuznetsov). Both 
players are on an 82-game pace to put up 
approximately 70 assists this season, a benchmark 
that hasn't been reached by a Rangers player since 
Wayne Gretzky in 1996-97 (72). 

 The Rangers have been without goalie Igor 
Shesterkin recently, who has the highest save 
percentage of any goalie with 10 games played this 
season, at .937. Alexandar Georgiev ranks 39th, at 
.902. However, Georgiev has a .951 save 
percentage in December, which is third among 
goalies with at least three games played this month. 

Avalanche 
ESPN Power Rankings: 10 
Goalie confidence rank: 27 
Leading scorer: Nazem Kadri, 34 points in 22 games 
2021-22 record: 16-7-2, fourth in Central division 

 The Avalanche's 4.32 goals per game is first in the 
NHL, and 0.62 goals per game higher than the next 
best team (the Panthers, at 3.70). The difference 
between the Avalanche and Panthers is roughly the 
same difference between second and 12th. 

 The Avs recently had a three-game streak of 
scoring seven goals, the first team to do that since 
the 1995-96 Penguins. The Avalanche's 79 goals in 
their past 15 games are the most in a 15-game 
span since the 1995-96 Penguins. Including 
shootout-deciding goals, the Avalanche have 109 
this season, tied for second most in the past 25 
seasons through 25 games.  

 Since Nov. 11, the Avalanche have the most wins 
(12) and standings points (25), and the highest 
points percentage (.833, 12-2-1) in the NHL. Their 
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79 goals since Nov. 11 are 17 more than any other 
team.  

 Cale Makar has 12 goals to lead all defensemen, 
doing so in 22 games. The last defenseman with 
that many goals in a player's first 22 games was 
Dave Ellett, who had 14 in 1988-89. Makar is on a 
39-goal pace over the Avalanche's 82 games this 
season, something that has been done only four 
times by a defenseman in NHL history, and not 
since Paul Coffey had 48 for the Oilers in 1985-86, 
the single-season mark for a defenseman.  

 The Avalanche have seven players with at least 20 
points, five more than any other team. Using a 10-
game minimum, the Avalanche also have five of the 

top 15 players in points per game, and no other 
team has more than two such players.  

 Colorado averages 3.88 power-play chances per 
game this season, which is the highest rate in the 
league. The Avalanche's 97 power-play chances 
are tied with the Canucks for most in the league. 
Since Nov. 11, when their offense hit its stride, the 
Avalanche are converting 32.2% of their power-play 
chances, second best in the NHL behind the Maple 
Leafs, at 35.7%. 

 Avalanche goaltender Darcy Kuemper is 41st out of 
44 goalies (minimum 10 games played) in goals 
saved above expected (-9.1) this season, meaning 
he has allowed 9.1 goals vs. the expectation given 
shot quality and quantity faced.

 

 

 
 
Hurricanes' Aho, Jarvis added to COVID protocols, will remain in Vancouver 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis 
have been added to the NHL's COVID protocols, the team 
announced Monday. 

A training staff member has also entered the protocol. All 
three will remain in Vancouver -- where the team played 
Sunday night -- while in quarantine. 

Aho missed the Canucks game with what the team initially 
called an illness while Jarvis played in the game. Both 
players were also in the lineup last Thursday against the 
Calgary Flames. 

On Monday, the Flames postponed three games after six 
players were added to protocols. 

Hurricanes defencemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
have been in the protocols since Nov. 28. 

Aho has been one of the hottest scorers in the NHL this 
season and is currently tied for fifth in the league with 32 
points in 26 games. 

Jarvis has 11 points in 20 games and is currently ninth in 
rookie scoring. 

The Hurricanes continue their road trip with a game against 
the Minnesota Wild Tuesday and host the Detroit Red Wings 
on Thursday.
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NHL Power Rankings: Predators make big climb; Ducks keep surprising 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we take a 
look at two of the bigger surprise teams in the league this 
season in the Anaheim Ducks and Nashville Predators. 

About halfway through the 2020-21 season we were looking 
at the Predators as a team that was on the verge of needing 
a major rebuild and maybe having some lean years ahead of 
them. They had won just 11 of their first 28 games, seemed 
to have hit their ceiling with the current core, and looked to 
be a team going nowhere. 

Then Juuse Saros took over in goal and almost single 
handedly dragged them to a playoff spot. 

They are positioning themselves for another playoff run this 
season and are currently on a five-game winning streak that 
has helped propel them up this weeks power rankings. Saros 
has been great once again, but they are also getting huge 
bounceback seasons from Mikael Granlund, Matt Duchene, 
and Ryan Johansen to help drive the offense. 

Meanwhile, in Anaheim, the Ducks have at least one point in 
seven of their past eight games and maintain a playoff spot 
in the Pacific Division thanks to a huge year from John 
Gibson in goal and an unexpected breakout season from 
Troy Terry. 

We take a look at all of that and more in this week’s 
rankings. 

Where does your team rank? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Florida Panthers (LW: 1). They did lose a tough game to 
Colorado on Sunday but they still have the league’s best 
record by points percentage (.741) and did not really do 
anything to be overtaken from the top spot. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 10). Nice rebound week for 
them winning four games in a row before a tough loss in 
Vancouver on Sunday (without the services of Sebastian 
Aho). 

3. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 7). If you are looking at their 
overall record and asking “Third? Really?” You are missing 
the fact they are 12-2-1 in their past 15 games and have by 
far the NHL’s best offense despite a significant injury list this 
season to their best players. 

4. Minnesota Wild (LW: 3). The contender people are paying 
the least attention to right now. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 6). Setting the stage for 
another playoff run with their superstars healthy. 

6. Washington Capitals (LW: 5). There are still not enough 
adjectives to describe what Alex Ovechkin is doing this 
season. 

7. New York Rangers (LW: 2). Not a great week with two 
losses and a tight win against Buffalo (with the aid of a blown 
call that the NHL admitted to) but they are still in a really 
good position here. 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 4). After being a great 
defensive team for the first quarter of the season they have 
allowed at least four goals in five consecutive games. Just a 
small little slump or something to keep an eye on? 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 14). Even with all of the injuries 
this season they enter the week on a 100-point pace for this 
season. 

10. Nashville Predators (LW: 20). Is Juuse Saros going to 
drag this team to a playoff spot again? 

11. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 12). Once they got their top 
players back the wins started to return. 

12. Boston Bruins (LW: 13). That recent problem of a lack of 
secondary scoring is still lurking. 

13. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 18). Even when they lose recently 
they are still collecting points and being competitive. Troy 
Terry remains one of the most improbable success stories in 
the league this season. Where did this come from? 

14. St. Louis Blues (LW: 17). The injuries are really piling up 
here but they are hanging in. Bet they are glad they held on 
to Vladimir Tarasenko. 

15. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 15). Kyle Connor has turned into 
quite the offensive star for the Jets. Best non-goalie on the 
team. 

16. Dallas Stars (LW: 11). They have lost three games in a 
row and have a really tough stretch of Central Division 
matchups ahead. Big week for them. 

17. Calgary Flames (LW: 8). They have lost four games in a 
row and are now set to have the next few games postponed. 

18. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 9). All of the flaws and questions 
that have been there for years are starting to show again. 
That is not good. They need some major fixes in some major 
areas. 
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19. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 16). Is this a playoff team this 
season? Probably not. But nobody expected them to be. 
Staying in the race and being competitive will be a big step. 
Next season, though, the pressure might be on a little more. 

20. San Jose Sharks (LW: 21). After being their Achilles heel 
for a few years goaltending is a big part of what is keeping 
this Sharks team in the playoff race this season. 

21. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 26). Jonathan Quick‘s 
turnaround is not something I saw happening this season. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 19). If they can get another 
goalie other than Elvis Merzlikins to contribute and get a 
healthy Patrik Laine back at some point maybe they can 
shock everybody. They are already exceeding expectations 
to a degree. 

23. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 30). It might be too little, too 
late, but maybe Bruce Boudreau is what this team needed. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 25). Every year this team either 
has a crazy long winning streak or a crazy long losing streak 
that makes or breaks their season. This season it is the 
latter. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 24). They are playing much 
better defensively since the coaching change. The offense is 
still a mess. 

26. New York Islanders (LW: 28). This team is just absolutely 
desperate for offense. 

27. Ottawa Senators (LW: 29). Absolutely wild stretch here 
with wins in four of their past five games, with three of those 
wins coming against Carolina, Colorado, and Tampa Bay. 

28. New Jersey Devils (LW: 23). Really expected more from 
this team this season. Yeah, the Jack Hughes injury hurt. But 
things are not really much better since his return. 

29. Seattle Kraken (LW: 22). Looked like they were going to 
maybe start turning things around and then a couple of ugly 
losses put them right back down near the bottom of the 
league. 

30. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 27). How do you even begin to fix 
this? They have missed the playoffs for a decade and still 
look to be years — YEARS — away from getting back there. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). They are simply doing what 
everybody expected them to do this season. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 31). The most disappointing 
thing about this team is it tried to be good. This is just the 
result.
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Which NHL teams have built around their stars the best (and worst) 

By Adam Gretz  

Let’s start with a stunning stat here: A member of the 
Edmonton Oilers’ current bottom-six (their third or fourth line) 
has not scored a goal (not a single goal) since November 23. 
That is not only a stretch of eight games, it is a stretch of 
nine games that has seen the Oilers go 3-5-0 and plummet 
down the standings after an incredibly fast start to the 
season. 

It is a problem that has plagued the Oilers for years now and 
been the single biggest thing holding them back during the 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl era. 

It has been so bad that when neither player is on the ice 
during 5-on-5 play the Oilers have been outscored by a 42-
82 margin during 5-on-5 play since the start of the 2020-21 
season. 

That is bad. Awful. Horrific. Just terrible support for two 
generational talents that should be the foundation of a 
Stanley Cup contender right now. 

But just how bad, awful, and horrific is it? How does that 
compare to the rest of the league when their two best players 
are not on the ice? Well, funny you should ask that (you did 
ask that, right?) because we have the answers for you and 
attempted to look at which teams are doing the best, and 
worst job at supporting their stars and why it matters. 

First, here is the simple methodology I used: 

 I took each team’s top two forwards in terms of 
salary cap hit. 

 Looked at how those teams performed from a goals 
for and goals against perspective without them on 
the ice. 

 This only takes into account 5-on-5 scoring. While 
special teams are important, your best players are 
going to play the bulk of the power play time and 
impact it, while 5-on-5 play is generally a good 
barometer for what a team is really capable of. 

Why I think this matters and is important: 

 Superstars are an essential part of a championship 
team. But they can not do it alone. Hockey does not 
allow for it because your best players are only going 
to play a third of the game, leaving two thirds of the 
game for the rest of the team to have to make an 
impact. Your superstars will not score every game, 
no matter how good they are, and when they do not 
somebody else has to pick up the slack. If nobody 
else can, your team is going to lose. 

 While simply looking at salary cap commitment 
does not necessarily give you the “best” player on a 
team, they are still significant players because A) 
the team thought highly of them to commit that 
much money to them, and B) every dollar that goes 
to them is a dollar that can not be spent elsewhere. 

 You better have players beyond your top-two that 
can contribute. 

So with all of that said, here are the top-10 teams in goal 
differential so far this season when their top-two cap hit 
forwards are NOT on the ice. 

Okay, the Kings are … interesting. The thing holding them 
back here is that one of those two top salary cap guys 
(Brown) is having a miserable season on his own, and 
spends the bulk of his time playing next to Kopitar. When the 
Kopitar-Brown duo is off the ice, the Kings’ goal differential 
drops down closer to 50% out of the top-10. 

The rest of these teams, though, are generally pretty good 
and either in a playoff spot right now or very close to a 
playoff spot. Some of these teams are among the best teams 
in the league (Tampa Bay, Carolina, Florida, Toronto, 
Minnesota) or just outside of that group (Pittsburgh, St. 
Louis). 

Washington (52% goal share without Alex Ovechkin and 
Nicklas Backstrom — who has yet to play this season) is the 
next team just outside the top-10. So again, an outstanding 
team. 

Now, let’s look at the bottom of the list. The teams with the 
WORST goal differential when their top-two stars are off the 
ice. 

Oh, hello. 

This is a grim, grim picture for Edmonton because every 
other team on this list is absolutely awful. Among the worst 
teams in the league, and already teams with almost no 
chance of making the playoffs this season. 

Then there is the one team even worse than all of them in 
Edmonton. It is a testament to McDavid and Draisaitl that this 
team is even remotely competitive because that bottom-six 
is, quite literally, the worst in the NHL, and not by a small 
margin either. 

Just for laughs, let’s go back and look at the 2020-21 season 
and look at the top-10 and bottom-10 teams. 

Here is the top-10 with the same metric. 

Another interesting team at the top in the Jets, but keep in 
mind that Jets team made the playoffs and won a playoff 
series. So by no means a bad team, and everybody else in 
that list is really good, including the Presidents’ Trophy 
winners (Colorado), both Stanley Cup Final teams (Tampa 
Bay and Montreal) and all four final four teams (Tampa Bay, 
Montreal, New York Islanders, and Vegas). Most of these 
teams had top-tier talents, and great depth to support them. 
As a result, they won a lot of games and generally did very 
well in the playoffs. All of them were playoff teams, and 
seven of them won at least one playoff round. The three that 
did not (Pittsburgh, Nashville, and Minnesota) lost their first-
round matchups to other teams in the top-10 on this list. 

Washington, Florida, and Toronto were the next three teams 
outside of the top-10 on this ranking. Also playoff teams (and 
very good playoff teams). 
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Now, again, the bottom-10 teams. 

Same story as above. Every team here was among the worst 
in the league with the lone exception of, again, Edmonton at 
the absolute bottom. Another testament to how good those 
top two players (McDavid and Draisaitl) are with so little help 
around them. Anaheim and New Jersey were the next two 
teams above this group. 

Edmonton does share one thing in common with the other 
nine teams here: They won zero playoff games in this 
season. 

The big takeaway from this should be this: If your team does 
not have balance throughout its lineup, and if it does not 
have players that can pick up the slack and remain 
competitive when your two best players are not on the ice, 
your chances of success disappear almost entirely. 

As it relates to this season, it should give you at least some 
optimism if you are a fan of one of those top teams. And if 
you are an Edmonton fan, well, you better hope the front 
office has some magic moves ahead.

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Avalanche ride high-powered offense to top spot  

The Avalanche are filling the net, and that has led to a 
massive jump in the rankings 

By Austin Nivison  

In the NHL, every team is bound to have slumps and skids 
over the course of the regular season. In the past week, that 
happened to just about every one of the league's best teams. 

As a result, there are some big jumps in our latest power 
rankings, including our new No. 1 team. The Colorado 
Avalanche shot all the way up to the top spot simply because 
they looked like a machine while the teams around them 
looked somewhat average by comparison. 

The Edmonton Oilers have now failed to get a single point in 
their past five games, the Lightning got shutout by the 
Ottawa Senators, the Carolina Hurricanes got tripped up by 
the Vancouver Canucks, and those were far from the only 
surprises of the week. Only a few teams really stood out -- 
and they got rewarded for it. 

With a handful of teams making significant jumps one way or 
the other, here are the updated NHL Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Avalanche  

In a week in which so many 
teams at or near the top of these 
rankings failed to impress, the 
Avalanche found a way to stand 
out from the pack. They went 4-0 
last week, and they hung a 
touchdown on the scoreboard in 
three straight games. Colorado 
put an exclamation point on the 
week by taking down the 
Panthers in a thriller.  

9  
16-
7-2  

2  Lightning  

You cannot get rolled by the 
Ottawa Senators and keep your 
top spot in the power rankings. It 

1  
17-
6-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

simply can't happen. The Bolts 
scored an impressive win over 
the Maple Leafs, but a 4-0 loss 
to Ottawa will ruin a lot of that 
goodwill.  

3  Wild  

There are rumblings that Kevin 
Fiala might be on the trading 
block, and at first glance, it's 
easy to see why. Fiala has just 
four goals in 28 games, which is 
rather disappointing. That said, 
Fiala has scored on just 4.4% of 
his shots, which is six points 
lower than his career average. 
He also leads the Wild individual 
expected goals at five-on-five at 
6.32.  

1  
19-
8-1  

4  
Maple 
Leafs  

Goaltending has suddenly 
become an issue for the Maple 
Leafs. Since the start of 
December, Toronto has given up 
at least three goals in every 
game. The Leafs have the 
offensive skill to score their way 
out of trouble, but needing at 
least four goals to win every 
night is far from ideal.  

--  
19-
8-2  

5  Panthers  

The Panthers had a tough 
schedule last week, so I won't 
hold their 1-1-1 record against 
them. Aleksander Barkov 
returned to the lineup in Florida's 
overtime loss against the Blues 
and notched a goal, but he has 

1  
18-
5-4  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

missed the two games since 
then. The most important thing 
for the Panthers right now is to 
get him back to full health.  

6  Capitals  

It's been hard to truly evaluate 
the Capitals because they've 
had to use patchwork lineups 
more often than they would like 
to this point, but that only makes 
the fact that they sit atop the 
Metropolitan Division all the 
more impressive.  

3  
17-
5-6  

7  Rangers  

After a torrid start in the goal-
scoring department, Chris 
Kreider has finally started to cool 
off. He has one goal in his last 
six games as his shooting 
percentage was regressed back 
to a normal level.  

4  
18-
6-3  

8  
Golden 
Knights  

One thing I can say for the 
Golden Knights is that they 
always play in entertaining 
games. Vegas is fifth in the NHL 
in expected goals for at five-on-
five (60.14) and 29th in expected 
goals against at five-on-five 
(58.96). That leads to a lot of 
shootouts and a lot of overs 
hitting. That's good for the 
casual fan, but it's something 
that Peter DeBoer probably 
wants to clean up.  

5  
16-
11-0 

9  Hurricanes  

The Hurricanes have been 
playing some middling hockey of 
late, but Sebastian Aho has not. 
Every time I look up, Aho is 
contributing to a Carolina goal. 
He is on a five-game point 
streak, but it's not just any point 
streak. Aho has at least two 
points in every game over that 
stretch, and he has 12 in his last 
five contests.  

4  
19-
7-1  

10 Blues  

Nathan Walker has never played 
more than eight games in any 
NHL season, but he had a 
moment he will remember 
forever last week. In his first 
game of the 2021-22 season, 
Walker recorded a hat trick in St. 
Louis' win over the Detroit Red 
Wings. Now at four goals in 
three games, Walker has 

6  
15-
8-5  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

quadrupled his career high in 
that category.  

11 Ducks  

Trevor Zegras and Sonny Milano 
teamed up for one of the coolest 
goals in NHL history. Zegras 
essentially lobbed up an alley-
oop from behind the net, and 
Milano slammed it home out of 
mid-air. Of course something 
that fun had to be immediately 
condemned by the likes of old 
school hockey types (looking at 
you, John Tortorella).  

1  
16-
9-5  

12 Predators  

I've been holding off on really 
shooting the Predators up these 
rankings because I've 
considered them a bubble 
playoff team for a while now. 
That may still be the case, but 
Nashville has now won five in a 
row and swept a four-game road 
trip in which they were without 
key players for several games. 
In the last month, the Preds are 
fifth in the NHL in expected 
goals share at 55.20%.  

7  
17-
10-1 

13 Bruins  

There seems to be some 
frustration around the Bruins this 
season, and I'm having a hard 
time figuring out exactly why. 
The results haven't always been 
there, and the top line does carry 
too much of the offensive load. 
However, Boston is second in 
the league in expected goals 
share (56.12%). The Bruins are 
in a tough division, but they're 
not in any danger of missing the 
playoffs.  

2  
14-
8-2  

14 Flames  

The Flames' next three games 
have been postponed due to a 
large number of players being in 
COVID-19 protocol. Hopefully 
that allows them to get healthy in 
relatively short order because 
this has been an entertaining 
team, even if Calgary hasn't 
been at its best of late.  

7  
15-
7-6  

15 Oilers  

The Oilers have now lost five 
games in a row, and Connor 
McDavid has had the audacity 
not to find the back of the net in 
the last four. Of course, there 

7  
16-
10-0 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

lies the problem with Edmonton. 
If McDavid, Draisaitl, or Hyman 
aren't scoring, the team is in 
some trouble because the depth 
isn't always reliable in that area.  

16 Penguins  

I'm going to have to apologize to 
Penguins fans everywhere. After 
I talked about how great Jake 
Guentzel has been this season, 
he was promptly placed on 
Injured Reserve. That's awful 
timing with Guentzel riding a 13-
game point streak.  

2  
14-
8-5  

17 Kings  

Los Angeles has been getting 
phenomenal goaltending from 
Jonathan Quick of late. Just 
since Dec. 1, Quick has saved 
4.52 goals above average, and 
he completely stonewalled the 
Wild in a 2-1 win. If he keeps 
that up, the Kings could hang 
around the playoff picture for 
quite a while.  

3  
12-
10-4 

18 Jets  

The Jets have recently gone with 
a top line that features Mark 
Scheifele in between Blake 
Wheeler and Kyle Connor. To 
my surprise, that combo has 
yielded some poor results. 
Those three have played just 
over 100 five-on-five minutes 
together, and Winnipeg has 
controlled just 44.03% of the 
expected goals in those 
situations. They're outscoring 
opponents now, but I wouldn't 
expect that to be the case much 
longer if those numbers stay the 
same.  

1  
13-
9-5  

19 Stars  

Dallas has dropped three in a 
row, and it has some depth 
issues. The line of Jason 
Robertson, Roope Hintz, and 
Joe Pavelski have been 
dominant for the Stars, but it has 
been an uphill battle for the team 
when those three are on the 
bench. That even includes Tyler 
Seguin, Jamie Benn, and 
Alexander Radulov, who are all 
on the wrong end of the 
expected goals numbers at five-
on-five.  

8  
13-
10-2 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

20 Sharks  

Rookie forward Jonathan Dahlen 
looks like an incredibly promising 
piece for the Sharks. He has 14 
points in 28 games, and it looks 
like those results should be 
sustainable. San Jose controls 
play with Dahlen on the ice, and 
he has generated 4.34 expected 
goals at five-on-five, which is 
fourth on the team.  

2  
15-
12-1 

21 Canucks  

After rolling my eyes at the hiring 
of Bruce Boudreau, I was pied in 
the face by the Canucks. They 
are now 4-0-0 with Boudreau 
behind the bench, and that 
includes a win over the 
Hurricanes. Don't get me wrong, 
I maintain that Vancouver is still 
a bad hockey team, but 
Boudreau has clearly made an 
immediate impact on the club.  

7  
12-
15-2 

22 
Blue 
Jackets  

A big reason the Blue Jackets 
are still in the playoff hunt at this 
point in the season is Oliver 
Bjorkstrand. He's scoring at just 
shy of a point per game pace, 
and he has been Columbus' best 
all-around player this year.  

1  
14-
11-1 

23 Senators  

Brady Tkachuk's post-bite hot 
streak continues. He had two 
points in a win over the Devils, 
and he scored a hat trick in a 
shutout win over the Lightning. If 
you think I'm going to stop 
tracking this any time soon, 
you're sorely mistaken.  

2  
8-
16-1 

24 Blackhawks 

Just a couple of years ago, 
Dominik Kubalik looked like a 
player the Blackhawks could 
build around. He scored 30 
goals in 68 games as a rookie, 
but Kubalik's performance has 
steadily gotten worse since then. 
He has five goals in 27 games 
this season, and Chicago is 
getting crushed when he is on 
the ice at five-on-five.  

--  
10-
15-2 

25 Red Wings  

Detroit lost all three of its games 
last week by wide margins, and 
it gave up at least five goals in 
each contest. Goaltenders 
Thomas Greiss and Alex 

11  
13-
12-3 
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Nedeljkovic combined to allow 
7.16 goals above average at 
five-on-five in that stretch.  

26 Flyers  

Philadelphia finally ended its 
losing streak at 11 games and 
got a couple of badly needed 
victories. However, that's about 
where the good news ends. One 
of the most concerning aspects 
of this Flyers season is 
defenseman Ivan Provorov. He 
hasn't recorded a point in the 
last six games, and his 
underlying numbers have been 
troubling to this point.  

1  
10-
12-4 

27 Kraken  

Philipp Grubauer has taken a lot 
of justified heat this season, but 
the Kraken's recent struggles 
cannot be placed entirely on his 
shoulders. In the past two 
weeks, Seattle has controlled 
just 45.15% of the expected 
goals at five-on-five. That's a 
bigger issue than just 
goaltending.  

4  
9-
15-3 

28 Islanders  

The Islanders are back on the 
winning track, but it's probably 
too little too late. The Isles do 
have quite a few games in hand 
over their divisional opponents, 
but they are still a handful of 
points behind a Flyers team that 
just went on its own lengthy 
losing streak.  

4  
7-
11-5 

29 Devils  

New Jersey has won just two of 
its last 10 games, and its playoff 

3  
10-
11-5 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

hopes are slipping by the day. 
Head coach Lindy Ruff's seat will 
only get hotter unless the Devils 
can find a way to halt this skid.  

30 Canadiens  

The Canadiens were so close to 
scoring a win over last week's 
No. 1 team, the Lightning, but 
they let a 2-1 lead turn into a 3-2 
loss in the final two weeks of the 
game. On top of that 
disappointment, Tyler Toffoli will 
miss significant time with a hand 
injury. It's hard to find any 
positives in Montreal these days. 

--  
6-
20-3 

31 Coyotes  

The Coyotes are having trouble 
lighting the lamp these days, and 
it's not just because they didn't 
pay the electric bill. No player 
has more than six goals so far 
this season, and the team nearly 
got locked out of its own arena 
for failure to pay the appropriate 
fees and taxes.  

2  
5-
20-2 

32 Sabres  

It took a while, but the Sabres 
are back to where they started 
the season. Things have 
unraveled quickly in Buffalo, and 
the team has one win in its last 
12 games. One small bright spot 
is that Kyle Okposo seems to be 
in the midst of a resurgent year. 
He has 19 points so far, which 
matches or exceeds his totals 
from the past two seasons.  

1  
8-
15-4 
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Chicago Wolves sweep Texas road trip, win ninth straight game 

Captain Andrew Poturalski recorded 10 points in three 
games.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 17-4-1-1 (36 points; 1st in Central Division; 3rd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.52 

Goals Against/Game: 2.35 

Shots/Game: 34.83 

Shots Against/Game: 25.78 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.0% (17th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 80.0% (T-19th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (34) 

Most Goals: Andrew Poturalski (12) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (22) 

Next Game: Thursday, December 16 vs. Manitoba Moose 

(stats as of December 12, 2021)  

Game 21: Wolves 8, Stars 4 

Josh Leivo often feels like the forgotten member of this 
year’s Wolves squad. He had a quiet start to the season, 
then spent a bit of time up with the Hurricanes in early 
November. Since returning to the AHL, Leivo has been on a 
tear, recording 13 points in 11 games, including a career-
high five points in this win over the Stars.  

In their first of three games against the Texas Stars, Leivo 
and eight other Wolves recorded points en route to an 8-4 
victory. C.J. Smith recorded his second career hat trick to 
help the team to a win. The Wolves’ eight goals were a 
season high for the team.  

This game was far looser than many of the Wolves’ recent 
matches, with each team trading goals in a 3-3 first period. 
Goaltender Eetu Mäkiniemi didn’t have his strongest night, 
but for once, the team in front of him exploded in offense to 
help him out.  

The Wolves faced off against Ben Bishop in net for the Stars. 
Bishop had been loaned to the AHL on a conditioning 
assignment in order to play his first game in over a year after 
rehabbing from knee surgery. The game clearly did not go 
well for Bishop, and shortly thereafter, Dallas Stars general 
manager Jim Nill announced that Bishop’s playing days are 
over. 

Scoring: C.J. Smith, 3 G; Josh Leivo, 2 G, 3 A; Andrew 
Poturalski, 1 G, 3 A; Joey Keane, 1 G, 2 A; Jack Drury, 1 G, 
1 A; Stefan Noesen, 2 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Dominik 
Bokk, 1 A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A 

In net: Eetu Mäkiniemi, saved 19 of 23, 0.826 Sv%  

Game 22: Wolves 4, Stars 3 (OT)  

While the personnel have changed for the Wolves over the 
years, anyone who followed the team during the Vegas 
affiliation days probably has some level of affection for 
forward Curtis McKenzie, an alternate captain for the Wolves 
from 2018-20. McKenzie, a seasoned AHL veteran, was an 
easy fan favorite with his energetic play and penchant for 
scoring big goals.  

After a year in Utica, McKenzie returned to the Stars, where 
he’d spent the majority of his career prior to landing in 
Chicago. On Saturday, McKenzie celebrated his 500th 
professional hockey game.  

So of course it was McKenzie who scored the game-tying 
goal with a little over two minutes left on the clock. A late 
penalty from Cavan Fitzgerald put the Wolves on the penalty 
kill, which has been a point of struggle for the team this 
season. The tying goal felt nearly inevitable as the Stars 
maintained possession with the man advantage. 

That tying goal came about due to what could politely be 
called a big learning moment for Jack Drury. He collected the 
puck and took it behind his own net, and then chose to fire a 
backhand pass up the wall in an apparent attempt to clear 
the puck. Instead, he turned the puck over directly to Stars 
forward Riley Damiani. Damiani’s shot was tipped wide, but 
the subsequent penalty from Fitzgerald to break up a scoring 
chance is what led to the Wolves’ failed penalty kill.  

Fortunately the team pulled out a win and hopefully, Drury 
learned a little something about blind backhanded passes.  

This team has largely been led by its veteran line of Andrew 
Poturalski, C.J. Smith and Stefan Noesen, and this game 
was no different. All three scored in regulation, and the 
overtime winner was a joint effort from Poturalski and 
Noesen. For the second consecutive game, Poturalski 
recorded four points. 

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G; Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 3 A; 
C.J. Smith, 1 G; Jesper Sellgren, 2 A; Josh Leivo, 1 A; Joey 
Keane, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 27 of 30, 0.900 Sv%  

Game 23: Wolves 7, Stars 2 

For the sixteenth consecutive game, the Wolves outshot their 
opponent as they cruised to their ninth straight win. The 
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Wolves completed their sweep of their Texas road trip with a 
five-goal victory, their biggest goal differential this season. 

Jack Drury, making up for his error on the tying goal on 
Saturday, recorded two goals and an assist. It’s the first time 
he’s scored multiple goals since Oct. 27, and a new career 
high in points per game. Drury’s first goal was helped over 
the line a bit by a Stars defenseman, but the second was a 
strong backhanded shot.  

In total, 11 different Wolves players recorded points. Stefan 
Noesen, born in Plano, Texas, recorded two goals, including 
his 50th career AHL goal. David Cotton, the team’s other 
native Texan (Parker, Texas) recorded an assist.  

The Wolves’ nine-game win streak has them tied for second 
place in franchise history; the team has three other streaks of 
that length. It’s their longest streak since the 2016-17 
season.  

Scoring: Jack Drury, 2 G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 2 G, 1 A; 
Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 1 A; Josh Jacobs, 1 G, 1 A; Spencer 
Smallman, 1 G; Josh Leivo, 3 A; C.J. Smith, 2 A; David 
Cotton, 1 A; David Gust, 1 A; Jesper Sellgren, 1 A 

In net: Eetu Mäkiniemi, saved 26 of 28, 0.929 Sv%  

Something feels like it’s shifted with this Wolves team since 
the start of the win streak — their come-from-behind 5-3 win 
in Grand Rapids on Nov. 26. As head coach Ryan Warsofsky 
repeatedly pointed out earlier in the season, this is a team 
that would often fall apart once they got behind on the score 
sheet. Now, however, the Wolves are playing with a new 
level of confidence that’s helping them right the ship when 
they get behind.  

They face a tough challenge this week, with two of three 
games against the Manitoba Moose. The Moose currently sit 
second in the Central Division and are one of just three 
teams to hand the Wolves a loss this season. (The other 
losses come at the hands of the IceHogs and Marlies.) 

 

Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis enter COVID protocol 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been hit hard with COVID 
protocols once again, as Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis are 
in protocol. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes took another big hit in the COVID 
department Monday evening, as the team announced on 
Twitter that Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis and a member of the 
training staff have entered protocol and will remain in 
Vancouver. 

Aho, who was just named the NHL’s Second Star of the 
Week, missed the Canes’ Sunday night game against the 

Canucks with an illness. He currently leads the team with 32 
points in 26 games this season. Jarvis, who had an assist in 
Sunday’s game, has 11 points in 20 games as a rookie.  

With Jarvis and Aho going into protocol, the Canes have now 
had five players already this season miss games due to 
COVID. Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce will join the team in 
Minnesota Tuesday for a game against the Wild, which will 
be their first game back with the team since exiting protocols.  

With Pesce and DeAngelo set to return, the Canes also 
announced Monday that defenseman Maxime Lajoie will be 
headed back to Chicago.
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Minnesota Wild: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes look to hand the Wild a third consecutive 
loss for the first time this season.  

By Sarah.A  

Carolina Hurricanes (19-7-1) @ Minnesota Wild (19-8-1) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 28 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 - 8:00 p.m. ET 

Xcel Energy Center — St. Paul, MN 

Watch: ESPN+, Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Hockey Wilderness  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

You could be forgiven for not realizing that the Minnesota 
Wild currently sit at the top of the Western Conference 
standings. Their eight-game win streak was probably the 
quietest hot streak in hockey. Can you name their leading 
scorer? Can you tell me who their goalie is? Any Wild facts 
at all? 

It’s okay if you can’t. The Wild seem content to just do their 
thing and welcome the surprise of their opponents when the 
Wild turn out to look unbeatable. 

(Their leading scorer is Kirill Kaprizov. Of course.)  

The Wild aren’t just quietly good — they’ve also turned into a 
quietly fun team.  

The Wild endured a lot of offseason noise regarding re-
signing Kaprizov, the Russian phenom who gave the Wild a 
level of excitement on the ice that they’ve rarely had. But 
once all was said and done, Kaprizov signed a five-year deal 
and is helping lead the charge through this hot streak for the 
Wild. 

So no, this isn’t exactly the same Wild team we’re used to 
seeing — somewhat methodical, stifling, but never exactly 
lighting it up on offense. They’re a little bit more free, a little 
more creative, and a lot more dangerous.  

Before the game starts, let’s see how the two teams match 
up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Wild 

Record 19-7-1 19-8-1 

Goals/Game 3.15 3.68 

Goals Against/Game 2.15 2.89 

Category Hurricanes Wild 

Shots/Game 32.96 33.25 

Face Off Win % 54.0% 48.1% 

Power Play % (Rank) 20.5% (11th) 17.4% (21st) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.0% (2nd) 81.0% (15th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.82% 50.57% 

ES PDO 101.73 101.57 

PIM/Game 09:37 10:21 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Cam Talbot 

Record 14-5-0 15-6-0 

Save % .930 .917 

GAA 1.93 2.71 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Kaapo Kahkonen 

Record 4-2-1 4-2-1 

Save % .907 .905 

GAA 2.37 2.75 

 

Game Notes 

 First off, yes, your eyes are not deceiving you. This 
game will be available exclusively on ESPN+ and 
Hulu. No, you will not be able to watch it on your 
local Bally Sports of choice.  

 The game features a broadcast team of all women: 
Leah Hextall on play-by-play, Cassie Campbell-
Pascall as analyst, and Emily Kaplan between the 
benches.  

 In case you missed it, Sebastian Aho and Seth 
Jarvis will both be out of the lineup as they were 
placed on the COVID protocol list. Jarvis and Aho 
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have been left back in Vancouver as part of the 
protocols. As of Monday night, no forwards had 
been called up from Chicago to join the team. Tony 
DeAngelo and Brett Pesce, recently released from 
the COVID list, are expected to rejoin the team now 
that the Hurricanes are back in the United States.  

 The Wild have been practically unbeatable at home, 
sporting a 10-2-0 record so far.  

 The Wild have also been pretty good at bouncing 
back from adversity. During head coach Dean 
Evason’s tenure (96 games), the Wild have yet to 
lose more than two consecutive games. Coming off 
of losses to Los Angeles and Vegas, the Hurricanes 
have a chance to not only hand the Wild a rare 
home loss, but also to introduce them to the wild 
world of losing streaks. 

 Andrei Svechnikov’s next goal will be his 69th 
career goal. Nice. 

 This is the first matchup between the Hurricanes 
and Wild this season. The next game is on April 2 in 
Raleigh.  

 The last time these teams saw each other was 
December 7, 2019, which was a 6-2 victory for the 
Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho recorded his third career 
hat trick in that game.  

 An Updated Game Note: The Canes recalled 
forward Andrew Poturalski from Chicago Tuesday 
morning. Poturalski currently leads the AHL with 34 
points in 23 games.

 

 

Poturalski goes to Canes 

The Chicago Wolves announced Tuesday that center 
Andrew Poturalski has been recalled from loan by the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Poturalski is the American Hockey League’s reigning Player 
of the Week after he piled up 10 points (3G, 7A) in three 
games at Texas to help the Wolves extend their winning 
streak to nine games. With Poturalski serving as captain, 
Chicago has jumped out to the best start in franchise history 
with a 17-4-1-1 record. 

The 27-year-old Williamsville, New York, native paces the 
AHL in points (34) and assists (22) and shares the league 
lead in goals (12). He’s attempting to become the first player 
since Philadelphia’s Peter White to lead the AHL in scoring in 

back-to-back seasons. White accomplished the feat in 1996-
97 and 1997-98. 

Poturalski played in two games for Carolina during the 2016-
17 season, but figures to make his first NHL appearance 
since April 6, 2017, tonight when the the Hurricanes visit the 
Minnesota Wild. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves host second-place 
Manitoba at 11 a.m. Thursday, then welcome the Milwaukee 
Admirals to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. Saturday for Superhero 
Night. The first 5,000 fans receive a Wolves 2022 Wall 
Calendar, courtesy of Rose Pest Solutions. For ticket 
specials, contact a Wolves representative here or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256551791.html 

https://theathletic.com/3011764/2021/12/13/the-canucks-turn-it-around-dont-trust-the-rangers-just-yet-a-contest-update-and-a-tortorella-rant/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/aho-jarvis-trainer-in-covid-protocol-for-canes/20033563/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-wild/c-328970382 
https://www.nhl.com/news/thatcher-demko-sebastian-aho-devon-toews-named-3-stars-of-the-week/c-328958344 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-december-13/c-328970512 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-minnesota-minnesota-wild-hockey-e1904423ab0e4925adc32b46332fb40e 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/32861795/viewers-guide-new-york-rangers-colorado-avalanche-carolina-hurricanes-minnesota-wild-espn+ 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-aho-jarvis-added-covid-protocols-will-remain-vancouver/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/12/13/nhl-power-rankings-nashville-predators-make-big-climb-anaheim-ducks-keep-surprising/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/12/13/which-teams-have-built-around-their-stars-the-best-and-worst/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-avalanche-ride-high-powered-offense-to-top-spot/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/13/22831819/ahl-chicago-wolves-sweep-texas-stars-road-trip-win-ninth-straight-game 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/13/22833189/sebastian-aho-seth-jarvis-enter-covid-protocol 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/14/22833706/carolina-hurricanes-minnesota-wild-game-preview-espn-hulu-how-to-watch 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/14/poturalski-goes-to-canes/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1229452 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis start NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol quarantine 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 13, 2021 7:04 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have recently played without defensemen Ethan 
Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo after they entered the NHL’s 
COVID protocol. 

Now, the Canes must play without center Sebastian Aho and winger Seth 
Jarvis. 

The team said Monday that Aho, the Canes’ leading scorer, and Jarvis 
had been placed in the COVID protocol along with a member of the 
team’s training staff. The three will remain in quarantine in Vancouver, 
the team said. 

The Hurricanes (19-7-1) end a five-game road trip Tuesday against the 
Minnesota Wild. Pesce and DeAngelo are expected to rejoin the lineup 
for the first time since the Nov. 28 game against Washington. 

Aho missed Sunday’s game against the Vancouver Canucks. Coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Aho “didn’t feel right” and was a late scratch in the 
game at Rogers Arena, won 2-1 by the Canucks. Jarvis did play in 
Sunday’s game, assisting on Martin Necas’ goal. 

The Canes had won the first three games on the trip — against 
Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton — as Aho starred, scoring five goals 

and adding two assists in wins. On Monday, he earned recognition from 
the NHL as the second star of the week. 

Aho had a goal and assist against the Jets, then two goals in the Calgary 
game, scoring the overtime winner. He began a back-to-back set against 
the Oilers and Canucks with two goals and an assist in the 3-1 win over 
Edmonton, being named the game’s first star. 

The team flew to Vancouver after the Oilers game and did not hold a 
morning skate Sunday. Brind’Amour said seven hours before game time 
that he expected everyone to be back in the lineup for Sunday’s game, 
but Aho was later scratched. 

Jarvis, the Canes’ 2020 first-round draft pick, had earned a roster spot as 
a rookie and has four goals and seven assists in 20 games. 

The NHL announced Monday that the Calgary Flames had six players 
and a staff member enter the COVID protocol and postponed three 
games. The Canes and Flames played Thursday in Calgary. 

With Aho out and with the Canes unable to recall a forward Sunday from 
the Chicago Wolves of the AHL, Carolina dressed 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen for the Canucks game. They reassigned defenseman Max 
Lajoie to Chicago on Monday. 

Bear was the first to test positive for COVID-19, going into quarantine 
Nov. 22 in San Jose on the Canes’ first Western road trip. Pesce and 
DeAngelo entered protocol Nov. 30 -- Brind’Amour said last week that 
neither had experienced any COVID symptoms. 

The Canes also have been without forward Jordan Martinook, an 
alternate captain who suffered an ankle injury Dec. 2 against the Ottawa 
Senators. Martinook has missed the past five games and Brind’Amour 
has said he is not sure when he would return. 

The Canes announced before the 2021-22 season that all of their players 
and staff members had been vaccinated for the coronavirus. 
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Hurricanes can’t overcome travel, loss of Aho; lose 2-1 in Vancouver 

 

December 13, 2021 Cory Lavalette  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes faced a tall task Sunday night, traveling into 
Vancouver following the previous night’s win in Edmonton to face the 
rested Canucks. 

“It’s tough,” Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis said of the back-to-back 
games in western Canada. “You learn a lot more about your body and 
just what you need to take care of it to feel good coming into games like 
this.” 

The task proved even harder when red-hot Sebastian Aho was a late 
scratch, adding to Carolina’s list of unavailable players. 

The Canucks benefited from all their advantages, never trailing in a 2-1 
win over the Hurricanes in Carolina’s fourth game of a five-game road 
trip. 

While the Hurricanes’ effort wasn’t in question, the mental mistakes of a 
road-weary team were on display. 

“I think we made it a little harder on ourselves than we needed to 
tonight,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Some weird plays that 
we don’t normally make that led to a couple of their goals. … We just 
kind of gave them a couple of freebies, and it’s tough to come back when 
you’re chasing the game.” 

The Hurricanes started chasing near the end of the first period. 

After Jordan Staal turned the puck over to the Canucks in the Carolina 
end, J.T. Miller worked a quick 2-on-1 with Brock Boeser for the latter’s 
seventh goal of the season with 1:31 left in the first. 

Another turnover, this one at the Canucks blue line, allowed Vancouver 
to double its lead. 

Ian Cole’s errant pass was stolen by Vancouver defenseman Tyler 
Myers, who led a 4-on-2 rush that Elias Pettersson finished at 7:44 of the 
second period for his first goal of the month. 

The Hurricanes, true to form, battled back, led by Jarvis, Martin Necas 
and goalie Antti Raanta. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi chipped the puck out of the Carolina end to create an 
odd-man chance. Jarvis passed to Necas, and the speedy forward deked 
to his backhand and scored on Thatcher Demko (29 saves) to halve the 
Canucks’ lead. 

“We’re getting a little more chemistry together,” Necas said of his 
connection with Jarvis. “You can see he’s got the skill, great skater, and 
we’re gonna try to connect as much as possible.” 

Raanta (24 saves), again a hard-luck loser, kept the Hurricanes within 
striking distance with several key saves. 

“He held us in and the third so we could kind of get back in the game,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

But a late push with Raanta on the bench for an extra skater wasn’t able 
to yield the tying goal. 

The team’s focus now turns to Minnesota, where Carolina should get 
defensemen Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo back in the lineup and 
conclude their road trip with a game Tuesday against the Wild. 

The spotlight also shines brightly on Aho’s status for Tuesday and 
beyond. 

The Hurricanes’ star center had scored multiple points in five straight 
games, but Brind’Amour said Aho “just didn’t feel right” before Sunday’s 
game and was left back at the hotel. Brind’Amour did not clarify if Aho 
was just the latest to battle a flu bug that has circulated through the team 
or if he was the fourth player on the team to test positive for COVID-19. 

“Obviously, I’d be concerned if it was more than one day, but I don’t 
know,” Brind’Amour said. 
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From ‘Walking Dead’ zombie to Carolina Hurricanes intern: Addy Miller 
Q&A 

 

By Sara Civian Dec 13, 2021  

 

Addy Miller might be best known for a TV scene burned into the minds of 
anyone who has watched AMC’s “The Walking Dead.” 

But the 21-year-old Raleigh native is so much more than that one scene, 
and since then, she’s been tapping into all she’s capable of. She recently 
landed her first role as leading lady in a feature film: “Behind You” (2020). 
She’s a senior at NC State, where she’s made the dean’s list every term. 
And now, she’s exploring her communications/public relations major as 
an intern for her favorite team of all time: the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Athletic sat down with Miller to discuss what she’s learned with the 
Canes, some of her past roles and what the future holds. 

(Note: Interview is lightly edited for clarity and length.) 

So, I saw that picture of you as a kid in Canes gear. Were you always a 
Canes fan? How did that start? 

I was born and raised in Raleigh. My family definitely loves hockey and 
loves the Canes, so of course I grew up in a Caniac household. But I 
never really imagined I’d be working with them at some point. That little 
10-year-old you saw in the photo, her dream was to be the next Hannah 
Montana. But, I still go to NC State and everything. I stayed in Raleigh. I 
always grew up going to games and was a huge fan. I think it was my 
mom who brought up the idea of maybe interning with the Canes (during) 
my freshman year in college. So when I got to college, I immediately 
started looking, and here we are. 

How has the experience been so far? 

It’s been great. I work mostly with the PR team, so (Mike Sundheim, Mike 
Brown and David Piper). I was a little nervous at first. I’m the only girl, 
and being new — they haven’t had interns in a bit because of COVID-19. 
But they’ve been so nice so far. Very patient with me. I started out slow, 
just trying to find my footing. Really great mentors so far. I work with 
David the most. He’s basically the one overseeing everything I do. It’s 
nice. We’ve all grown to be fast buddies, and it’s really fun having the 
group of interns to watch the games with. It’s definitely a great family and 
culture to be a part of. 

What do they have you doing? 

I work mostly with the press, the journalists. Giving out credentials, 
handing out stats, press meal stuff. I work office hours, too, so I’m just 
checking all the news, seeing who is talking about the Canes. I got to 
work on the media guide a bit, which was really cool. 

What’s your favorite Canes memory of all time? 
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Oh my gosh, I remember watching the 2006 Stanley Cup happen. I was 
at a little watch party with my family. I don’t remember many things (from) 
when I was six, but I remember that — and you know I brought that up in 
my interview to get this position. I’m like, “I remember being glued to the 
TV screen.” I had a major obsession with Eric Staal. In that picture you 
saw on Twitter, you see me holding a Build-A-Bear — that Build-A-Bear 
is named Eric Staal. I was obsessed with the guy. I had the same soccer 
jersey number as him and everything. I got to go to a game once and sit 
in Eric’s seat — the Eric’s Entourage thing — and it was so cool to me. 
We got signed T-shirts and everything. That’s a prized possession of 
mine to this day. 

Has this experience made you want to maybe pursue hockey 
communications in the future? 

So, I’m definitely at a crossroads with acting and comm, and I always tell 
people I’ll choose the career that takes off first. I’m enjoying both so 
much right now, but this internship has definitely got me interested in the 
NHL and sports communication in general. It was something I hadn’t 
really considered too much until now, and now I’m like, “Wow, I really 
love this.” I worked a previous internship with a PR firm, but that was a lot 
of sitting down. This has been “go, go, go” action and chaos. And I love 
the drama. I love the chaos of it. This is the pace I really like, and the 
people have all just been fantastic. And getting to watch sports, a team 
you love all the time, it’s really cool and it’s something I want to pursue 
more. So I’m hoping it translates to something more. We’ll see. 

Speaking of your childhood dream to become Hannah Montana — I 
mean, you kind of are. Two lives here. Do people ever recognize you? 

It’s always awkward when it does happen. It’s always when I least expect 
it. But I joke about the whole Hannah Montana thing all the time, because 
after I got this internship in September, I also got a movie role. So I was 
interning in the morning, going to class then going on set to film. It was 
insane. It was like, “You know what, maybe I am Hannah Montana.” And 
I’d love to keep the grind going. 

So what made a Raleigh girl want to become an actor, and what has that 
career journey been like for you? 

It’s pretty funny. My mom thought it would be funny to put me in 
childhood modeling. She somehow got me in an agency, and when I was 
eight, the agency sent me a movie audition. They said, “You know, you 
really fit the description. I know you’re not into acting, but you should 
really just do it.” My mom said, “No, she can’t act. She can hardly tell a 
lie. There’s no way this kid will ever be an actor.” But I got wind of the 
role, and my dream was to be Hannah Montana, so I begged my mom to 
let me try. I was an only child at the time so I ended up getting my way 
and doing the audition in Wilmington. I actually ended up getting the part 
— it was “The Secret Life of Bees.” I got to play young Dakota Fanning, 
which was really cool. She’s great. 

Ever since walking on my first set, I just fell in love with it. I started out 
really small, doing extra bits in random movies, and eventually that grew 
into bigger and bigger parts. I still love it. 

What’s your favorite role you’ve ever played? 

I had a film come out in 2020 called “Behind You.” Right now, I’d say 
that’s my favorite, because it was my first time as a leading lady in a 
feature film role. That was really cool to be a part of. I was in Utah for a 
month. I really connected with the people on that set. Just the memories 
of being there and making this movie were so fun. I cherish that role. 

What do you have going on right now? 

I actually have a few auditions today. But I did just wrap something in 
early October — I don’t know how much I can say about it. It’s called 
“Abandoned,” and it has Emma Roberts starring in it. She is really cool — 
nothing like the intimidating characters she plays. 

What’s next for you in life? What happens when you graduate? What do 
you want to do? 

You know, I really hope I’m still doing PR and communication in the NHL 
somewhere. My hope is to still be with the Canes. Coincidentally, the 
season ends when I graduate, so I’d really love to keep working with 
hockey and see where that takes me. I’ve loved all the people I’ve met 
and all the experiences I’ve had. I definitely feel a deeper connection for 
the team now that I’ve gotten to know the people individually. It’s a lot 
more meaningful now, and I really just hope to keep doing what I’m 
doing. 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.14.2021 

1229489 Minnesota Wild 

 

Wild-Carolina game preview: Hurricanes ending five-game road trip 
without top scorer 

Sebastian Aho is in COVID-19 protocol in Vancouver and will remain 
there in quarantine.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune DECEMBER 13, 2021 — 5:13PM 

 

Wild gameday 

7 p.m. vs. Carolina Hurricanes • Xcel Energy Center • ESPN+, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: The Wild has won six in a row at home, a stretch in which 
the team has outscored its visitors 31-12. D Jared Spurgeon's next assist 
will move him into sole possession of fourth place in Wild history; his 224 
helpers are currently tied with Mikael Granlund. RW Marcus Foligno has 
two goals in his past two games and four over his past five. The Wild, 
which has lost two in a row, has never dropped three in a row in the 
regular season with coach Dean Evason at the helm. On Monday, the 
team sent D Kevin Czuczman back to Iowa in the American Hockey 
League. 

Hurricanes update: This is the last stop on a five-game road trip for the 
Hurricanes. Carolina won the first three games and four overall before 
falling 2-1 to Vancouver on Sunday. C Sebastian Aho was named the 
NHL's second star of the week on Monday after collecting five goals and 
two assists in his past three games, but remains in Vancouver on 
COVID-19 protocol. He leads the Hurricanes in goals (15), assists (17) 
and points (32). C Seth Jarvis also is in Vancouver under COVID-19 
protocols. 
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Wild leads NHL in goals, but power play is another story 

With a man advantage, the Wild has not been productive, and that was 
particularly true on Sunday in Vegas.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune DECEMBER 13, 2021 — 4:56PM 

 

When the Wild has just as many players on the ice as the opposition, the 
team's offense outperforms the rest of the NHL. 

But give the Wild an extra attacker and it becomes less, not more, 
effective. 

"I wish I knew [why]," winger Mats Zuccarello said. 
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Despite manufacturing goals at an impressive pace through the first two 
months of the season, the Wild hasn't received steady production from its 
power play. 

This disparity wasn't as noticeable when the team started its season-long 
eight-game win streak, but the drop-off was hard to ignore in the team's 
second consecutive loss on Sunday since that run ended — a slide the 
team has a chance to stop Tuesday when it begins a three-game 
homestand at Xcel Energy Center against the Hurricanes. 

"We've got some really good looks," coach Dean Evason said. "It's just 
we haven't found the finish that we need to on a consistent basis. But we 
feel it's trending in the right direction." 

At even strength, the Wild leads the league in goals with 86. 

On the power play, though, the team is in the middle of the pack with 16. 
A chunk of those tallies have come lately, as the Wild has capitalized six 
times in a season-high five consecutive games. 

But the situation still hasn't become a reliable factor for the Wild. 

In a 6-4 loss to the Golden Knights on Sunday, the Wild scored on the 
power play in the first period but then blanked on three chances in a row 
in the second period while trailing 4-3. Two of those Vegas penalties 
overlapped, giving the Wild 1 minute, 17 seconds of 5-on-3 time. 

The advantage, though, didn't help and the Wild stayed behind until 
winger Marcus Foligno converted early in the third period when both 
sides were at full strength. 

Still, that stretch of power plays became a turning point in the eventual 6-
4 loss to Vegas. The Wild went 1-for-6 in the game after one more whiff 
in the third period, and it still has only one goal during 5-on-3 play overall. 

"Our power play has been good," said Zuccarello, who recorded his 
second power-play goal of the season vs. Vegas and leads the Wild in 
power-play points with nine. "Sometimes you get the bounces. 
Sometimes you don't. Sometimes the goalies make good saves. But I 
think we could have scored a couple goals there and changed the game." 

While better execution could spark the power play, keeping the action at 
even strength is another strategy that should suit the Wild. 

That offensive prowess at 5-on-5 has been a significant catalyst for the 
team's climb into the Central Division lead and the upper echelon of the 
NHL, a ranking that will be put to the test this week. After playing host to 
Carolina, which is tied with the Wild in wins (19) and points (39), and a 
Thursday game against Buffalo, the Wild wraps up this stint at home on 
Saturday against another powerhouse in Florida. 

"We have to understand this is a grind, and we're at the top of the league 
for a reason," said Foligno, whose 13 goals are tied with center Ryan 
Hartman for the most on the Wild. "Not that you can rely on a loss here or 
there to not mess up the standings a little bit, but we understand the 
game we need to play to win." 

'You're terrible out here!' NHL players must have talent, grit and ... thick 
skin 

'You're terrible out here!' NHL players must have talent, grit and ... thick 
skin 

The 'chirping' on the ice is part of the game, and it gets profane, funny 
and yes, downright cruel. 
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Kaprizov, Wild to host the Hurricanes 

 

By The Associated Press DECEMBER 13, 2021  

 

Carolina Hurricanes (19-7-1, second in the Metropolitan) vs. Minnesota 
Wild (19-8-1, first in the Central) 

St. Paul, Minnesota; Tuesday, 8 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Wild -136, Hurricanes +113; over/under 
is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Kirill Kaprizov and Minnesota take on Carolina. Kaprizov 
is eighth in the NHL with 32 points, scoring 10 goals and recording 22 
assists. 

The Wild are 10-2-0 on their home ice. Minnesota has scored 103 goals 
and is second in the Western Conference averaging 3.7 goals per game. 
Ryan Hartman leads the team with 13. 

The Hurricanes are 12-4-1 on the road. Carolina averages 9.6 penalty 
minutes per game, the fifth-most in the Eastern Conference. Vincent 
Trocheck leads the team serving 37 total minutes. 

The teams match up Tuesday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Hartman leads the Wild with a plus-20 in 28 
games this season. Kaprizov has five goals and nine assists over the last 
10 games for Minnesota. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 15 goals and has 32 points. 
Nino Niederreiter has 9 points over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 8-2-0, averaging four goals, 7.1 assists, 4.4 
penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per game 
with a .938 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-5-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.8 penalties and 
10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals per game with a .906 save 
percentage. 

INJURIES: Wild: Jonas Brodin: day to day (upper body), Frederick 
Gaudreau: day to day (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo: out (covid-19 protocols), Jordan Martinook: 
day to day (lower body), Brett Pesce: out (covid-19 protocols). 

The Associated Press created this story using technology provided by 
Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 
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Wild aim to nip losing streak in the bud 

Minnesota brings two-game skid into Tuesday night’s home game 
against Carolina 

 

By DANE MIZUTANI | PUBLISHED: December 13, 2021 at 11:20 a.m. | 
UPDATED: December 13, 2021 at 5:01 p.m. 

 

The NHL is fickle by nature. There’s such a fine line between wins and 
losses on a nightly basis, which might explain why Wild coach Dean 
Evason constantly preaches never getting too high or too low. That 
mindset will be put to the test this week. 

A few days after taking an eight-game win streak all the way to the top of 
the NHL standings, the Wild return home from their West Coast road trip 
licking their wounds after back-to-back losses, 2-1 to the Los Angeles on 
Saturday and 6-4 at Vegas on Sunday night. All of a sudden, that winning 
streak feels like a lifetime ago. 

Now it’s important to keep things in perspective. 
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Despite the back-to-back losses, the Wild (19-8-1, 39 points) woke up on 
Monday morning as the best team in the Western Conference. They also 
were only a point back of the Florida Panthers (18-5-4, 40 points), 
Washington Capitals (17-5-6, 40 points), and Toronto Maple Leafs (19-8-
2, 40 points) for the most points in the NHL. 

It’s not as if the sky is falling in the Twin Cities. 

That said, it would behoove the Wild to stop this brief losing streak in its 
tracks. The first chance to do that comes Tuesday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes (19-7-1, 39 points) with a puck drop set for 7 p.m. at Xcel 
Energy Center. 

“We can’t turn back on each other now,” alternate captain Marcus 
Foligno said. “We’ve been playing great hockey. We just have to stay 
with it and understand that good teams get back on track right away 
when things look like they’re going in the opposite direction.” 

There’s no doubt the Wild are a good team. They boast the star power 
and lineup depth required of a legitimate Stanley Cup contender, and 
maybe more important, have consistently been able to bounce back in 
the face of adversity. Since Evason took over for former coach Bruce 
Boudreau on Feb. 14, 2020, the Wild haven’t lost three games in a row 
during the regular season. 

That’s a pretty remarkable stat considering Evason has already coached 
96 regular-season games behind the Wild bench. 

“We expect to win every night,” Foligno said. “We also understand that 
anyone can beat anyone in this league. It’s just something where we 
have to understand that this is the grind and we’re at the top of the 
league for a reason.” 

Asked about the upcoming game against the Hurricanes, Evason kept it 
short and sweet, replying, “Our group will be ready.” 

That feeling resonates throughout the Wild locker room. Nobody is 
resting the laurels of the recent eight-game winning streak. 

“You’ve got to get back at it,” veteran winger Mats Zuccarello said. “We 
battle hard as a team. Everyone out there gives everything as far as 
blocking shots, backchecking, stuff like that. As long as we have that, 
we’ll be in a good spot.” 

Just as quick as things can turn downward in the NHL, it doesn’t take 
much for a good team to get back on the upswing. Thus, if the Wild are 
able to score a win in Tuesday’s game, maybe it signals the start of 
another winning streak. 

“We understand the game we need to play to win,” Foligno said. “We 
know we can pull a string of wins together pretty quickly because we’ve 
done it before.” 
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Detroit Red Wings extend Robby Fabbri contract for three years, $12 
million 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Detroit Red Wings forward Robby Fabbri, a former first-round pick who 
general manager Steve Yzerman acquired for almost nothing, has 
received an extension through 2024-25. 

The team announced Monday evening that Fabbri had been signed to a 
three-year deal with an average annual value of $12 million. Fabbri, who 
turns 26 in January, was in the last year of a deal making $2.95 million 
per season.  

Fabbri came to the Wings on Nov. 6, 2019, in a trade with the St. Louis 
Blues, who drafted him at No. 21 in 2014. The trade only cost Jacob de 
la Rose, a forward who previous Wings general manager Ken Holland 
claimed off waivers in October 2018.  

BERTUZZI UNREPENTANT:  Tyler Bertuzzi: 'Sucks missing games,' still 
won't get COVID-19 vaccine 

Fabbri scored twice in his first game with the Wings, and steadily 
established he would be a good fit as a complementary piece in the 
rebuild. He has played in the top six and on the power play. Fabbri has 
eight goals and six assists in 28 games this season, and 32 goals and 31 
assists in 110 games in a Wings uniform. 

Fabbri had a good start to his career with the Blues, but when knee 
injuries sidelined him, he lost his spot to other players, and struggled to 
regain a foothold. 

The Wings, then in the first year under Yzerman, were looking for 
offensive help, and Fabbri was a low-risk move that turned out to yield a 
good reward. With his new deal, Fabbri has the most term left on his 
contract among the Wings. 
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Detroit Red Wings' Tyler Bertuzzi: 'Sucks missing games,' still won't get 
COVID-19 vaccine 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Saying that “it sucks missing games,” Tyler Bertuzzi remained 
unrepentant about his decision to forego the COVID-19 vaccine after 
enduring a bout with the virus. 

Bertuzzi emerged Monday from a 10-day quarantine, and said he stayed 
active by walking his dog to the park, and is expected to be in the Detroit 
Red Wings’ lineup Tuesday when they host the New York Islanders. 
Bertuzzi, the NHL’s only unvaccinated player, has missed eight games — 
five during this stretch, and three because of Canadian border 
restrictions — and there are six more games in Canada on the Wings’ 
schedule. 

Asked if he has reconsidered his stance, Bertuzzi shook his head and 
replied, “Natural immunity now.” His teammate, Danny DeKeyser, just 
went through a second bout with COVID-19. 

Asked if Bertuzzi having antibodies changed his travel status, coach Jeff 
Blashill said not to his knowledge. “I haven’t dove super deep into it. Our 
people are looking at all the possibilities and ramifications of him testing 
positive, and it’s not affecting us today.” 

The Wings don’t have a game scheduled in Canada again until the end 
of February. They have a weeklong trip to western Canada in mid-March, 
at a time they could potentially be fighting for a playoff spot. 

That Bertuzzi would miss a chunk of the season came to light on the eve 
of training camp, when general manager Steve Yzerman said Bertuzzi 
had decided not to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Yzerman pointed out that 
he and his family all had gotten vaccinated. The NHL and the NHL 
Players Association agreed not to have a vaccine mandate, but the 
Wings have taken the option not to pay Bertuzzi during the team 
activities he has missed because of his unvaccinated status. 

Bertuzzi said he felt “stuffy and a little headache,” while ill with the virus. 
“There were a few days I was stuffy and didn’t really want to do any 
cardio. I pretty much walked every day with my dog to the park and I tried 
to stay as active as I possibly could.” He also watched the Wings drop to 
2-6 without him in the lineup. 
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“Obviously it sucks missing games, but it is what it is,” Bertuzzi said. 

Bertuzzi, signed in the offseason to a two-year, $9.5 million contract, is 
one of the team’s most important players. He had nine goals and six 
assists in his first games 10 games, but had produced just three assists 
in 10 games before he entered protocol Dec. 1. Asked what he needed to 
do to look more like his early season self, Bertuzzi said, “Keep it simple, I 
guess. Try and get points. 

"Maybe go to the net a little bit more.” 

He was back on the top line with Dylan Larkin and Lucas Raymond at 
Monday’s practice. Bertuzzi may not be up to speed as soon as Tuesday, 
but when he is back at full strength, the Wings need to see him at his 
most effective. 

“With Tyler, and with that line with Tyler and Larks and Rayzer, just 
managing the game, and managing the puck,” Blashill said. “They have 
the ability to make some plays and have made plays that resulted in 
some higher-end offensive goals and they’ve also turned the puck over 
too much. There is a balance there, and the balance is situational, where 
you’re at on the ice, the balance is the advantage you have — do you 
have them on the ropes where you can really make a play or are you 
forcing the puck? Are you playing with the lead and how much time is 
left? I think all those things is something that is a work in progress for that 
group, and when Tyler plays his best, he’s on the right side of that 
balance. He’s making plays when there’s plays to be made and he’s 
living another day when he has to live another day.” 

Defenseman Marc Staal remained in protocol Monday. He, Bertuzzi and 
DeKeyser have all been sidelined in recent weeks by the virus, which is 
making daily news in the NHL. The Calgary Flames had three games 
postponed this week because of how many team personnel are in 
protocol, and the Islanders were coming off a postponed schedule when 
they were in Detroit earlier this month. In the NBA, the Pistons' game 
Tuesday with the Chicago Bulls was postponed due to an outbreak on 
the Bulls. 

Blashill wasn’t sure if the Wings would travel under enhanced measures 
when they visit Carolina later this week, as they did on last week’s trip to 
St. Louis and Colorado. 

“Last trip we were in enhanced measures and we stayed in our rooms," 
he said. "Some teams went to that early in the season and they had one 
of the biggest COVID outbreaks. It’s a virus that can find you a lot of 
different ways. Certainly, you want to be vigilant.” 
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The Detroit Red Wings need early-season version of Tyler Bertuzzi back. 
Here's why 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   

 

Tyler Bertuzzi is expected to be available for the Detroit Red Wings’ next 
game, rejoining his teammates after a stay in COVID-19 protocol. 

Getting back a top-line forward and power-play stalwart is welcome news 
to a team trying to overturn a three-game losing skid, but what would 
really help is if Bertuzzi looks more like his early-season self than the one 
who was underperforming before a positive test on Dec. 1 landed him in 
quarantine for 10 days/five games. 

When the season began, Bertuzzi hadn’t played since the end of 
January, when a back injury ended up derailing his 2021 season and 
requiring surgery in April. 

TRUE GRIT: Why Red Wings need to keep 'getting slapped' to learn 
lesson about team defense 

Any concern how that would affect him dissipated when he scored four 
goals in the opener. He had a point in each of the next two games, and 
another multipoint performance (goal, two assists) in his fifth game. 

Bertuzzi gave an especially impressive performance Nov. 6 at Buffalo, 
with the Wings on an 0-3-1 skid. With the Sabres leading 3-1 in the third 
period (Bertuzzi had set up Pius Suter’s goal in the first period), Bertuzzi 
scored twice 90 seconds apart with less than seven minutes to play — 
and capped off the evening by setting up Moritz Seider in overtime. 

The next night, Bertuzzi used a goal and an assist to help the Wings win 
a second straight game. 

Bertuzzi’s production after that Nov. 7 game against the Vegas Golden 
Knights was nine goals and six assists in 10 games; his 1.5 points-per-
game average lead the team. Expecting Bertuzzi to keep producing at 
that rate was not sustainable, but beyond scoring, his value — which 
yielded Bertuzzi a two-year, $9.5 million deal in the offseason — is that at 
his best, he plays with such grit and determination it gets under 
opponents’ skin. That aspect of his game dropped off, and with it, his 
production: In 10 games spanning Nov. 9-30, Bertuzzi had just three 
assists. In that same span, Bertuzzi’s linemates thrived: Dylan Larkin had 
seven goals and four assists, and Lucas Raymond had three goals and 
four assists. 

Overall, Bertuzzi has 18 points in 20 games. Bertuzzi, the NHL's only 
unvaccinated player, has missed eight games: Three because he could 
not travel to Canada under current border regulations, plus five in 
quarantine. The Wings have not paid Bertuzzi during that time, because 
while the NHL and NHL Players Association do not have a vaccine 
mandate, teams do not have to pay players who miss team activities 
because of unvaccinated status.  

BERTUZZI EXPLAINS:Tyler Bertuzzi calls refusing COVID-19 vaccine 'a 
life choice' 

Coach Jeff Blashill often has brought up how the Wings can’t afford to 
have players not on their A game, because while their depth has 
improved from previous seasons, they still are not a team that can count 
on taking command of a losing game in the third period. Bertuzzi hasn’t 
been on his A game in more than a month. Monday’s practice (Sunday 
was a day off) will be his first with his teammates this month, and he may 
not be in game-shape yet when the Wings (13-12-3) host the New York 
Islanders on Tuesday.  

But even a B performance from Bertuzzi would be a welcome sight for 
the Wings. 
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Red Wings keep Fabbri in the fold with three-year extension 

 

TED KULFAN | The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — Robby Fabbri is going to remain with the Red Wings after this 
season. 

Fabbri, who could have been an unrestricted free agent next summer, 
signed a three-year contract extension Monday night with an average 
annual value (salary cap hit) of $4 million ($12 million total). 

Fabbri, 25, is in his third season with the Wings after being acquired from 
the St. Louis Blues in exchange for forward Jacob de la Rose. This 
season, Fabbri has eight goals with six assists and 14 points, while 
averaging 16 minutes 59 seconds of ice time. 
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In 110 games with the Wings, Fabbri has 32 goals and 31 assists (63 
points), ranking third in team scoring during that span (Dylan Larkin has 
86 points and Filip Hronek 64). 

Fabbri was a 2014 first-round draft pick (21st overall) of the Blues, and 
overcame two knee surgeries before helping the Blues to a 2019 Stanley 
Cup victory. 

Fabbri was on the last year of a two-year contract worth $5.9 million 
contract ($2.95 million AAV). 

While Fabbri is now signed, general manager Steve Yzerman has a lot of 
other personnel decisions remaining to be made later, and after, this 
season. 

Forwards Vladislav Namestnikov, Sam Gagner, Mitchell Stephens and 
Carter Rowney, defensemen Nick Leddy, DeKeyser, Marc Staal and Troy 
Stecher, and goaltender Thomas Greiss are all UFA's, while forward Filip 
Zadina is a restricted free agent. 

Bertuzzi returns 

 Tyler Bertuzzi returned to practice Monday, off the COVID protocol list 
and looking forward to playing hockey again. 

But, one thing hasn't changed: Despite being one of the few reported 
players who is unvaccinated, and now having had the virus, Bertuzzi isn't 
changing his stance. 

No vaccination for him. 

"Natural immunity, now," said Bertuzzi, who is expected to play Tuesday 
when the Red Wings host the New York Islanders. 

Bertuzzi missed five games (the Wings were 2-3) and 10 days after 
landing on the protocol list. His unvaccinated status means Bertuzzi can't 
travel to Canada, and he missed all three games the Wings have played 
there (all losses). 

The Wings are scheduled to play six more games in Canada the second 
half of the season, and Bertuzzi will not be part of the lineup unless he 
changes his position on getting vaccinated. 

"Obviously it sucks missing games," Bertuzzi said, "but it is what it is." 

Bertuzzi felt "stuffy, with a little headache, that was it" during his bout with 
the virus. 

"I feel fine now, a little bit stuffy, but I feel good. I got three or four 
workouts in, and a few days I got kind of stuffy and didn't want to do any 
cardio, so I pretty much walked every day with my dogs to the park and 
stayed active as I could," said Bertuzzi, who also skated on his own 
Saturday and Sunday. "Hopefully that gets me into the best shape I can 
to at least try and get back into shape." 

Returning to play in an NHL game Tuesday will be a challenge, he 
admitted. 

"Four skates (total), so probably it will be a little tough getting back into it, 
but you have to start somewhere," Bertuzzi said.  

Bertuzzi was back on a line with Dylan Larkin and Lucas Raymond for 
Monday's practice. Just like any player who has returned from this virus, 
the Wings have realistic expectations for the short term. 

"From what I've observed over the last couple of years of guys coming 
back from this, it varies a little bit guy to guy and how hard they've been 
hit," Blashill said. "Sometimes they're back in the lineup and you expect 
them to be right back where they were when they left, and that's 
unrealistic a lot of times. 

"We have to understand that it might take Bert some time to get himself 
back to playing at full speed, 100% that he's capable of — and it might 
not. You just don't know that answer yet, but we have to understand that 
it might be the case." 

Bertuzzi has nine goals and nine assists for 18 points, in 20 games this 
season. But Bertuzzi hasn't scored a goal in his last 10 games, with only 
three assists during that span. 

What needs to be done to accelerate those statistics? 

"Just keep it simple, I guess, and try to get points," Bertuzzi said. "Maybe 
go to the net a little bit more." 

Still, Blashill is satisfied with what he's seeing from Bertuzzi, and calls the 
latest offensive lull a "normal ebb and flow of the season. 

"He wasn't going to keep up the pace early; those are unrealistic 
numbers for the course of a season. I just think it's an ebb and flow. I 
don't have an issue with Bert's game. Bert, when he left, was playing 
good hockey and hopefully he can come back to speed as quick as 
possible." 

Bertuzzi watched his teammates lose all three games last week, to 
Nashville, St. Louis and Colorado, by a combined score of 18-7. 

The Wings had plenty of defensive issues, an area that will need to 
cleaned up whether playing at Little Caesars Arena, or anywhere else. 

"I watched them all (games); there's a few that were real good and some 
that were not so good," Bertuzzi said. "(We'll) Watch video and try to get 
better at practice and we'll come back Tuesday and have to put it behind 
us. 

"(Play) simple, hard at their net, and the turnovers in the defensive zone 
is the big thing. If we are good defensively, we have a real good chance 
to win the hockey game. If we can clean up the defensive zone, it leads 
to more offense and wins. 

"You just have to put it behind you. Every team in the league is going to 
go through stretches good or bad and you have to learn to put it behind 
you and take the positives out of everything and move on and get better." 

'Promotion' for Namestnikov 

Blashill switched forwards Vladislav Namestnikov and Filip Zadina, 
putting Namestnikov with Pius Suter and Robby Fabbri, while Zadina 
skated with Michael Rasmussen and Adam Erne. 

For Namestnikov, it's essentially a promotion to more of an offensive line, 
given Namestnikov's performance lately. 

"A well earned promotion," said Blashill, noting Namestnkov also was 
placed on the power play last week. "I would say he's played as good as 
any forward in our group the last little bit. He's skating well, he's 
producing enough offense and he's played real good hockey. So to me, 
it's a well earned promotion." 

Zadina could get more time playing with the puck, while playing with two 
big, grinding forwards. 

"I don't know that either one of those lines is going to get a whole bunch 
different ice time," Blashill said. "I don't necessarily see it as a demotion 
for Z. Z has worked hard, and potentially playing with Ras and Erne, it 
gets him even more puck touches because they're hard on the puck, 
hard forecheckers and if he gets more puck touches, does he then 
produce more offense? 

"Z is working hard and as he works hard, he'll work through and grow 
and that's all we ask of him." 

Ice chips 

Defenseman Marc Staal (COVID protocol) remains unavailable, but 
defenseman Gustav Lindstrom (lower body) returned to Monday's 
practice and could be available to play against the Islanders. 

... With the Calgary Flames the latest team to postpone games due to the 
virus outbreak, and cases increasingly throughout the NHL, the Wings 
will monitor around their team but not necessarily go into "enhanced 
measures" as they did for the last road trip. 
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"I know some teams went to that early in the season and had one of the 
biggest COVID outbreaks, so it's a virus that can find you in a lot of 
different ways," Blashill said. "Certainly you want to be vigilant but we'll 
make that decision as we go trip through trip." 

Islanders at Red Wings  

►Faceoff: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

►TV/radio: BSD+/97.1 FM 

►Outlook: The Wings defeated the Islanders, 4-3 in overtime, just 10 
days ago (Dec. 4) at LCA. ... The Islanders (7-11-5) are slowly returning 
to speed after getting hammered by a COVID outbreak that forced 
postponements. ... C Mat Barzal (17 points), C Brock Nelson (nine goals) 
and G Ilya Sorokin (.925 save percentage) have stood out. 
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Red Wings sign Robby Fabbri to three-year extension 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

Robby Fabbri was a young forward whose promising career in St. Louis 
had been sidetracked by major knee injuries when the Detroit Red Wings 
acquired him as a reclamation project in 2019. 

Three years later, he’s proven to be a productive top-six forward and part 
of the franchise rebuild. On Monday, the Red Wings announced they 
have signed Fabbri to a three-year contract extension with an average 
annual value of $4 million. 

Fabbri, 25, is in the last year of his contract at a cap hit of $2.95 million. 
He was due to become an unrestricted free agent after the season. Now 
he is locked up through the 2024-25 season. 

Fabbri has eight goals and six assists in 28 games this season. He has 
appeared in 110 games over parts of three seasons with Detroit, 
collecting 32 goals and 63 points. 

Red Wings general manager Steve Yzerman acquired Fabbri on Nov. 6, 
2019, for fourth-line center Jacob de La Rose, who is playing for 
Farjestads of the Swedish Hockey League after 47 games with the Blues 
over parts of two seasons. 

St. Louis drafted Fabbri 21st overall in 2014. He had a good rookie 
season in 2015-16 (18 goals, 37 points in 72 games) and a strong playoff 
showing (four goals, 15 points in 20 games). 

He suffered a torn left ACL midway through his second season, missing 
the final 30 regular season games and 11 playoff games. While preparing 
to come back in 2017-18, Fabbri tore the same knee ligament and sat out 
the entire season. 

The Red Wings’ list of players due to become unrestricted free agents 
after the season includes forwards Vladislav Namestnikov. Sam Gagner 
and Carter Rowney, defensemen Danny DeKeyser, Nick Leddy, Marc 
Staal and Troy Stecher, and goaltender Thomas Greiss.  

Forward Filip Zadina and defensemen Gustav Lindstrom will be restricted 
free agents. 
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Red Wings could use boost from Tyler Bertuzzi, back from COVID 
protocol 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – Tyler Bertuzzi seemed to heal fast from April back surgery 
with a strong start this season. Now the Detroit Red Wings hope he 
makes a rapid recovery from COVID-19, because they could use his 
offense and grit. 

Bertuzzi returned to practice Monday after spending 10 days in COVID 
protocol and missing five games, the final three of which the Red Wings 
lost by a combined score of 18-7. 

He will be in the lineup Tuesday against the New York Islanders at Little 
Caesars Arena (7:30 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

“From what I observed the last couple years of guys coming back from 
this is it varies a little bit guy to guy, how hard they’ve been hit,” coach 
Jeff Blashill said. “Sometimes when they’re back in your lineup you 
expect them to be right back where they were when they left and that’s 
unrealistic a lot of times. We have to understand that it might take Bert 
some time to get back to playing at that full speed 100 percent that he’s 
capable of, and it might not.” 

Bertuzzi said this was the first time he has tested positive for COVID, but 
he wasn’t feeling any symptoms other than stuffiness and a little 
headache. 

He worked out off-ice a few times during his time away and will get in 
four skates before the game. 

“There were a few days when I was kind of stuffy and didn’t want to do 
any cardio,” Bertuzzi said. “I pretty much walked every day with my dog 
to the park. I tried to stay as active as I possibly could. 

“It’s probably going to be a little bit tough, obviously, to get right back into 
it, but you got to start somewhere.” 

Bertuzzi, the only NHL player not vaccinated for COVID-19, said he is not 
reconsidering his decision. Unless travel restrictions change, he will not 
be able to play in six games in Canada from Feb. 26 to April 6. The team 
went 0-3 without him in Canada earlier this season. 

“Obviously it sucks missing games, but it is what it is,” Bertuzzi said. 

“Natural immunity now.” 

Blashill was asked if anything has changed with Bertuzzi’s ability to travel 
to Canada now that he has had COVID. 

“Not to my knowledge, but I haven’t dove super-deep into it,” Blashill 
said. “I know our people, I would say, are looking at all the possibilities 
and ramifications of him testing positive and it’s not affecting us today.” 

Bertuzzi had no goals and three assists in 10 games before entering 
protocol. He had nine goals and 15 points in his first 10 games. 

Blashill called it the normal ebbs and flows of a season. 

“Obviously, he wasn’t going to keep up the pace that he had early,” 
Blashill said. “Those are unrealistic numbers for the course of the 
season. 

“I don’t have an issue with Bert’s game. I think Bert, when he left, was 
playing good hockey and hopefully he can get back up to speed as quick 
as possible.” 

Bertuzzi said he needs to “just keep it simple, I guess. Try to get points. 
Maybe go to the net a little bit more.” 

Bertuzzi returned to his normal spot on the line with Dylan Larkin and 
Lucas Raymond in practice. They have produced at a high rate at times, 
but Blashill said they need to manage the puck better, too. 
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“They have made plays that have resulted in some higher-end goals,” 
Blashill said. “They’ve also turned the puck over too much. So, there’s a 
balance there.” 

Enhanced measures might continue 

Defenseman Marc Staal did not practice Monday and will miss his fourth 
game Tuesday while in COVID protocol. 

The Calgary Flames are the latest team to enter multiple players into 
COVID protocol on Monday. The NHL postponed their next three games. 

The Red Wings, who have had three players in protocol this season, 
continue to be vigilant. Blashill doesn’t know if that means being in 
lockdown on the road. 

“The last trip we were in enhanced measures, and we stayed in our 
rooms,” Blashill said. “I know some teams went to that early in the 
season and they had one of the biggest COVID outbreaks. It’s a virus 
that can find you a lot of different ways. Certainly, we want to be vigilant. 
We’ll make that decision as we move trip by trip.” 

Defenseman Gustav Lindstrom returned to practice Monday and is 
expected to be available Tuesday after missing three games with a 
lower-body injury. 
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What Robby Fabbri’s extension means for the Red Wings 

 

By Max Bultman Dec 14, 2021  

 

Robby Fabbri’s expiring contract was shaping up to be one of the Red 
Wings’ biggest questions entering the 2022 offseason — if not the March 
21 trade deadline. Monday night, Steve Yzerman answered it early. 

The Red Wings announced a three-year contract extension with the 25-
year-old forward, carrying a $4 million average annual value and giving 
Fabbri the longest contract of anyone currently on the team. 

Since being acquired in exchange for Jacob De La Rose in late 2019, 
Fabbri has become one of the Red Wings’ most productive forwards. 
He’s fifth on the team with eight goals this season and has scored above 
a 45-point pace (over an 82-game season) in 110 games since joining 
the Red Wings. In particular, his goal-scoring touch has made him a 
sorely needed finisher on a Detroit team that, for most of the past three 
seasons, has been starved for offense. 

The deal runs through Fabbri’s age-28 season, which amounts to a solid 
bit of business from the Red Wings: They’re locking in one of their few 
offensive threats without overextending themselves on term. 

The $4 million price tag is manageable for Detroit, which has no other 
cap commitments beyond 2024 and should be able to comfortably afford 
Fabbri even after factoring in potential extensions for Dylan Larkin, Tyler 
Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana, Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider. Larkin and 
Bertuzzi are set to hit free agency in 2023, and Vrana, Raymond and 
Seider (the latter two will be restricted free agents coming out of their 
entry-level contracts) are on deals that expire in 2024. 

Fabbri has not necessarily been considered a core player on the level of 
those other names, but he goes in as a long-term piece of the puzzle the 
Red Wings are building. He won’t turn 29 until late in the final year of the 
contract, so if he can remain the 20-goal threat he is now, it’s easy to 
envision him remaining a staple of Detroit’s middle six for the duration of 
the deal. 

It’s worth noting his defensive impacts — which have been among 
Detroit’s worst — won’t have him contending for Selkes (or even killing 
many penalties). But he’s nonetheless earned important five-on-five 
assignments from the Red Wings’ coaches (including filling in for Bertuzzi 
on the top line when he’s missed time this season), likely because of his 
high motor. That’s a trait Detroit values highly, and Fabbri has embodied 
it on shifts like the one on which he blocked multiple shots in a frantic 
defensive stand against Florida earlier this season. 

Still, it’s Fabbri’s goal scoring that earned him the contract, and his lack 
of defensive value simply means he will need to continue to produce for 
this to pay off for the Red Wings. 

Part of that, as always, comes back to health — the forward battled knee 
injuries during his time in St. Louis, likely contributing to his availability to 
Detroit in 2019. He also missed time last season because of a 
concussion. He has still played in the majority of the Red Wings’ games 
since arriving, though, which should quell at least some apprehension for 
now. 

This season — which has seen Detroit take a step forward, playing 
above .500 thus far — has been the start of what could be a wave of 
young forwards on the way for the Red Wings in the coming years. 
Rookies Lucas Raymond and Joe Veleno have worked their way into the 
Detroit lineup, and over Fabbri’s contract, more are sure to follow, with 
playmaking Swedish winger Jonatan Berggren (currently in Grand 
Rapids) likely the next in line. Fabbri’s goal scoring — powered by his 
fast release — should help take some offensive burden off those young 
players as they debut and adjust to the league. 

His extension also means those young players will have to continue to 
compete to win prime lineup spots in the top six. The Red Wings have 
shown, with Raymond, that those spaces are available even to teenagers 
when the players earn them. But with their entire top six from this season 
set to return next season, no newcomer is going to slot into one of those 
roles by default. 

The obvious follow-up question here is what moves could be next for 
Detroit. Forward Vladislav Namestnikov (one of the Red Wings’ veteran 
bright spots so far this season) is still set to become a free agent at 
season’s end, but unlike Fabbri, he is already 29. And all three of the left-
shot defensemen in Detroit’s season-opening-night lineup (Nick Leddy, 
Danny DeKeyser, Marc Staal) are ticketed for free agency as well, with 
all already in their 30s. 

There’s been no indication what the Red Wings’ plans are with those 
four, and Leddy and Namestnikov, in particular, could be of real interest 
to teams at the late-March trade deadline. 

Then again, the same could have been said about Fabbri until his 
extension was announced after 9 p.m. Eastern on Monday night. 
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How the Red Wings can avoid the same false start fate as the Canucks 

 

By Max Bultman and Harman Dayal Dec 13, 2021 

 

On the morning of Sept. 4, 2020, the future looked so bright in 
Vancouver. 

The Canucks were set to face Vegas for Game 7 of a second-round 
playoff series later that day — one game from the NHL’s final four, after 
spending four straight seasons outside the playoffs. On the roster were 
reigning Calder Trophy winner, Elias Pettersson, and Quinn Hughes, who 
would be announced as the runner-up for that season’s Calder in a 
matter of weeks. Pairing a potential franchise centerman and a young 
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No. 1 defenseman is what organizations dream of when they enter a 
rebuild, and with a young core that also included captain Bo Horvat, 
dangerous young scorer Brock Boeser and surging young goalie 
Thatcher Demko, the Canucks seemed to be on the verge of a 
contention window. So even when they lost Game 7 to the Golden 
Knights, there was reason for hope. 

Fifteen months later, the Canucks fired their coach and GM. Trade 
rumors have flared up around key players. Pettersson is off to an 
uncharacteristic start. 

There are still plenty of promising pieces in Vancouver, but in hindsight, 
that tantalizing postseason run in 2020 now looks less like the beginning 
of something, and more like a false start. 

What does this have to do with the Red Wings? Well, after missing the 
last five postseasons, Detroit suddenly looks like a team on the rise. 
They probably aren’t going to make the playoffs this year, let alone win a 
round. But with two rookies who have real shots to be Calder finalists in 
Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider, and more young core pieces in Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana and Alex Nedeljkovic, Detroit’s future 
seems to be looking up. 

The Canucks have proven, though, that unearthing a couple of potential 
young stars is not always enough to turn the corner. So as the Canucks 
now work to reset under new leadership, their recent history makes for a 
fascinating case study for the Red Wings. 

And that study has to begin a year prior to the Canucks’ run in 2019-20, 
in the offseason of 2019. 

The fact Hughes had only just debuted — he played in five games for 
Vancouver at the end of the 2018-19 season — makes the comparison to 
2022 Detroit a bit less concrete, but the bones of the teams’ situations 
are nonetheless similar. Two high-end draft picks had arrived and burned 
off the first year of their entry-level contracts. Young core players like 
Horvat and Boeser were a bit younger than Larkin, Bertuzzi and Vrana, 
but were nonetheless entering their primes with minimal — if any — 
playoff experience. And the Canucks had another top-10 pick to make, 
just as the Red Wings very well could after this season. 

For those reasons, it’s easy enough to understand why the Canucks 
would have wanted to step on the gas. And why the temptation could be 
there for Detroit, as well. 

So here’s what Vancouver did: The Canucks signed one of that year’s 
top free-agent defensemen, Tyler Myers, to a five-year, $30 million 
contract, and forward Micheal Ferland — coming off a pair of strong 
seasons in Calgary and Carolina — to a four-year deal worth $3.5 million 
annually. Both deals certainly carried some measure of risk, with Myers 
in his late 20s and Ferland having an injury history, but the true all-in 
push came at the draft, when the Canucks traded a 2020 first-round pick 
and a 2019 third-rounder to the Lightning for J.T. Miller. 

The first-round pick had a condition — becoming an unprotected 2021 
first-round selection if the Canucks missed the playoffs in 2020 — but 
being willing to part with a prized pick was a clear indicator of the step 
the Canucks wanted to take. 

And, the following year, they did: Miller turned into their leading scorer, 
helping Vancouver rocket from the draft lottery to the doorstep of the 
conference finals. As colleague Thomas Drance pointed out earlier this 
week, that success justified the pick, which landed at No. 20. 

The Canucks traded a 2020 first-round pick and a 2019 third-rounder to 
the Lightning for J.T. Miller at the 2019 NHL Draft. (Bob Frid / USA 
Today) 

But below the surface, obstacles were emerging that would prevent the 
Canucks from taking another step. Vancouver was already carrying some 
less-than-desirable contracts when their young stars arrived. By the 2020 
offseason, Loui Eriksson had two more years at a $6 million cap hit 
remaining, despite playing a limited role. Ditto for Antoine Roussel and 
Jay Beagle at $3 million each. That represented an outsize share of the 

Canucks cap sheet for relatively low-impact players, and it was 
compounded by the fact Vancouver’s prospect cupboard was thin from 
all the prospect capital the team shed in the preceding years trying to add 
more NHL-ready talent. 

Vancouver had surrendered recent first-round pick Jared McCann, three 
second-round picks, a fourth-round pick and a fifth-round pick in trades 
for young players. Coming back, they got Linden Vey, Sven Baertschi, 
Erik Gudbranson (later flipped for Tanner Pearson), Derrick Pouliot, 
Andrey Pedan (later flipped for Pouliot) and Philip Larsen. (Pearson is all 
the team has left to show now for a 25-year-old top-six centre in McCann 
and five draft picks. Rasmus Andersson, a top-four right-handed stud for 
Calgary, is among the players that were drafted with Vancouver’s exiled 
picks.) 

Meanwhile, due to hit free agency in 2020 were star goalie Jacob 
Markstrom, veteran defender Chris Tanev and 2020 deadline acquisition 
Tyler Toffoli. All were major contributors who were (rightly) going to 
command real term and dollars in free agency, and — with a cap sheet 
overly bloated by down-lineup contributors — Vancouver was in a tough 
spot. Even if Vancouver had the cap space, re-signing players like 
Toffoli, Tanev and Markstrom would have meant committing term and 
high dollars to players at or nearing age 30 — not exactly a bulletproof 
approach to roster-building, either. All three walked. 

This issue is not on the immediate horizon for the Red Wings, who have 
one of the clearest cap sheets in the league. Beyond this season, the 
only contracts over $2 million belong to Larkin ($6.1 million), Bertuzzi 
($4.75 million), Vrana ($5.25 million), Nedeljkovic ($3 million), Filip 
Hronek ($4.4 million) and forwards Adam Erne ($2.1 million) and Pius 
Suter ($3.25 million). All of those players are 26 or younger, and none of 
their contracts stretch past 2023-24. 

That positioning has both pros and cons, though. Right now, it gives 
Detroit total flexibility. But it also means the Red Wings don’t know how 
much of their cap will be occupied by the extensions they will inevitably 
need to give many of those players — let alone Raymond or Seider — 
when the time comes. 

And they could face a similar dilemma to the 2019 Canucks as soon as 
this offseason when they hit the market with plenty of cap space, but also 
some glaring needs. 

Three of Detroit’s four left-shot defensemen (Nick Leddy, Marc Staal and 
Danny DeKeyser) are ticketed for free agency at season’s end. They’ll 
still have Jordan Oesterle, and it’s becoming increasingly plausible that 
2021 first-round pick Simon Edvinsson will be ready to step into the show 
— but even then, there would still be some meaningful holes on ‘D.’ Is 
extending Leddy the answer? What about the 2022 free agent class’ big-
fish blueliner, Anaheim’s Hampus Lindholm? 

Or up front: Detroit will face decisions on two of its top-five scoring 
forwards in Robby Fabbri and Vladislav Namestnikov, but even re-
signing them would only maintain the status quo. Would they be better 
served taking a big swing on, say, San Jose’s Tomas Hertl — who would 
also help answer their long-standing question at center? 

The Red Wings will face a decision on whether to re-sign forward Robby 
Fabbri. (Geoff Burke / USA Today) 

Taking a lesson from how things worked out for the Canucks: not 
necessarily. Because while the Red Wings cap situation right now is 
inarguably better than Vancouver’s was in 2019, it only takes a few 
missteps to change that. 

Sure, maybe Hertl or Lindholm could be Detroit’s version of Miller — a 
gamble who fits in with the puzzle and moves the franchise forward. But 
it’s also possible they’d be a Myers: an upgrade at a position of need, but 
also a costly, long-term decision that has ripple effects in the years to 
come. 

This past offseason, in an effort to thread the needle between shedding 
bad money and getting better, the Canucks had to package the ninth 
overall pick in the 2021 draft (which turned into prospect Dylan Guenther) 
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and a 2022 second-rounder with Eriksson, Beagle and Roussel to send 
the three cap anchors to Arizona for defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson 
(not the most manageable contract) and winger Conor Garland. 

In terms of solving a “now” issue to try and contend, the mega deal was 
quite creative. But when the Canucks flopped out of the gate this season, 
reality sank in: they had just punted a top-10 pick for a season that looks 
like it will once again end before the playoffs. 

At the 2021 trade deadline, Vancouver also faced the choice of whether 
to trade or extend Pearson. Considering the inflated prices that Nick 
Foligno and Mattias Janmark went for, it’s conceivable the Canucks 
could have gotten a second-round pick for him. Instead, Vancouver 
extended Pearson — whose production was already in decline — to a 
three-year deal at $3.25 million annually. In year one of that contract, 
Pearson’s notched just nine points in 28 games, a 26-point pace over an 
82-game season. 

There were plenty of UFA wingers — Ondrej Kase, Danton Heinen, 
Michael Bunting and Ryan Donato as just a few examples — that have 
outproduced Pearson for a fraction of the cost. But the Canucks’ seeming 
lack of ambition to creatively unearth a similar player in free agency 
instead led them to take the safe, known bet in Pearson and it backfired 
on them with both a bloated contract and the opportunity cost of not 
trading him as a rental. Then, in addition to trading the ninth overall pick 
in the offseason, the Canucks committed a whopping four years of term 
at $2.5 million annually for Tucker Poolman — a marginal bottom pair 
defenseman, and another middle- to bottom-end-of-the-lineup piece 
that’s rapidly becoming an inefficient contract. 

The lesson of Vancouver’s false start to turning the corner cannot be 
“never try.” Surely, there is value in making progress, value in winning 
and value in playing playoff hockey. And a survey of the league’s 
contenders would re-enforce this, showing moves geared toward winning 
now — even at the expense of flexibility, draft picks and prospects. 

Instead, the lesson Detroit can take from the Canucks is mostly about 
timing. There is a time for teams to dangle first-round picks. There’s even 
a time to take risks with long-term contracts for older players. But those 
risks need to be well-calculated, and part of that calculation has to be 
maximizing the chances of truly taking advantage of the early years of 
such a contract. 

In Vancouver’s case, the Miller deal clearly worked out, and the Canucks 
deserve credit for it. But giving up the chance to draft a player like 
Guenther partly in order escape three cap anchors in the final year of 
their deals this past summer does not, in hindsight, look like a well-timed 
push — even with Garland and Ekman-Larsson playing big roles for the 
Canucks. 

And of course, the pressure on Vancouver’s management team didn’t 
help matters there — another difference from Detroit’s situation, at least 
for now. Clearly, Jim Benning and his staff could not afford to wait much 
longer for success to arrive. Steve Yzerman does not appear to be on 
any kind of clock. But at some point, he, too, will face some form of 
pressure. 

Maybe that cleaner cap sheet now will allow him a bit more buffer to take 
swings when that pressure arrives. Maybe the Red Wings’ deep prospect 
cupboard will produce a hidden gem or two — one of the ways he 
managed to assemble a powerhouse in Tampa Bay. Maybe Detroit’s 
players make it crystal clear when it’s time to go all-in. 

But most likely, Detroit is going to have to carefully weigh the timing of 
every big move it considers in the coming two years. 

Otherwise, the Red Wings risk being the next cautionary tale for the next 
promising team on the rise. 
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Kings leave for challenging trip with confidence, momentum 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL |PUBLISHED: December 13, 2021 at 3:54 p.m. | 
UPDATED: December 13, 2021 at 3:57 p.m. 

 

With victories against competitive teams in three of their last four games 
and a sweep of a two-game homestand in their rearview mirror, the Kings 
now begin a four-game road trip during which they will face four of the 
Eastern Conference’s top teams. 

The Kings’ three victories came against an Edmonton team that had 
jockeyed around the top three spots in the Pacific Division and boasted 
the NHL’s two top scorers; a Dallas squad that had surged after a wobbly 
start; and conference-leading Minnesota, which had entered their 
matchup on an eight-game tear. 

The Wild had defeated the Kings in their second game of the season, 
throwing their weight around and domineering in the greasy areas of the 
ice. Since then, the Kings had strung together a seven-game win streak 
but sandwiched it between skids of six and five games, respectively. 

“I think that we’re just a better hockey team than we were,” said winger 
Brendan Lemieux, who scored the game-winning goal on Saturday 
before taunting the Minnesota bench. “We’ve come a long way. We’ve 
been able to string some wins together in bunches and now it’s just a 
matter of finding some consistency and being able to win games with our 
‘B’ game, win games tired and win games when the pucks aren’t 
bouncing.” 

Next, the Kings will face the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning. They’ll also play the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Washington Capitals, as well as the Carolina Hurricanes and Florida 
Panthers on the trip, four of the East’s top five teams by point 
percentage. So do their recent big wins against formidable foes give the 
Kings a bit of swagger going into a tough trip? 

“For us, any type of momentum is really good. We played probably two of 
the hottest teams in the league right now (that) had the best winning 
streaks,” Kings coach Todd McLellan said. “So, to head out on the road, 
it gives us a little bit of confidence, but it doesn’t allow us to relax 
though.” 

The Kings will have to confront the challenges ahead without the services 
of defenseman Alex Edler, who was placed on injured reserve with a 
lower-body injury he sustained in the opening moments of the Minnesota 
game. McLellan described Edler’s absence as “long-term.” 

Veteran defenseman Olli Maatta seems most likely to draw in for Edler. 
Defenseman Christian Wolanin, who was lost on waivers to the Buffalo 
Sabres earlier this season but then reclaimed on Dec. 1 after Buffalo also 
waived him, was recalled from the Kings’ top minor-league affiliate to 
provide defensive depth. 

Tampa Bay won the Stanley Cup in the bubble in 2020 and then again 
after last year’s truncated regular season. This season, the Lightning 
have remained in contention despite playing in a ruthlessly competitive 
division and conference, as well as persevering through injuries to key 
players. 

Right wing Nikita Kucherov, a former scoring champion and MVP, and 
clutch-performing center Brayden Point have both missed significant time 
with injuries. Center Anthony Cirelli has joined them in the press box 
recently, though he could return against the Kings. 

Center Steven Stamkos, Tampa’s captain, leads the Lightning with 32 
points in 26 games. He and defenseman Victor Hedman have been the 
foundation of a fruitful era in Tampa. 

Hedman, a former Norris Trophy winner, has stepped up his offensive 
game with 27 points in as many games, and winger Alex Killorn is having 
a career-best campaign at age 32. Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy has led the 
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NHL in wins for four straight seasons and was tied for second this 
season entering Monday’s games. 

KINGS AT TAMPA BAY 

When: Tuesday, 4 p.m. 

Where: Amalie Arena 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West / iHeartRadio 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 12.14.2021 
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Blueline Banter – Notes/Quotes on Edler, Maatta, Wolanin and Durzi + 
Kings alignment in TB 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

On the road again……just can’t wait to get on the road again. 

The LA Kings hit the ice this afternoon in Tampa, in advance of Game 1 
of a four-game road trip against the ever-difficult cluster of teams in the 
Southeastern United States. It all kicks off tomorrow, at 4 PM Pacific 
time, as the Kings visit the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Here’s how the Kings lined up, roughly, during today’s practice – 

Kempe – Kopitar – Brown 

Iafallo – Danault – Arvidsson 

Kaliyev – Kupari/Anderson-Dolan – Athanasiou 

Lemieux – Moore/Andersson – Grundstrom 

Anderson – Doughty 

Maatta – Roy 

Bjornfot – Durzi 

Wolanin 

Quick / Petersen 

The Kings were joined on the ice by defenseman Christian Wolanin, who 
was recalled by the Kings yesterday afternoon. Wolanin has had one of 
those all over the map kind of starts to the season, due to no decisions of 
his own. 

Wolanin’s trajectory this season takes a list to properly document – 

– Made the Kings out of camp 

– Placed on waivers by LAK on October 16 

– Claimed by Buffalo on October 17 

– Played in one NHL game with the Sabres, November 8 @ WSH 

– Placed on waivers again, this time by Buffalo, on November 30 

– Claimed by the Kings, assigned to AHL-Ontario on December 1 

– Appeared in three AHL games with the Reign (12/4, 12/10, 12/11) 

– Recalled by the Kings Yesterday 

And this is all well before the calendar flipped from 21 to 22. Wolanin 
accompanied the Kings to Florida and took part in his first practice back 
earlier today. 

“The one thing about Christian is that he’s been in NHL practices for the 
last two months,” Todd McLellan said, of Wolanin. “He played a little in 

Buffalo, he’s had a chance to play some games in the minors and he’s 
been practicing at a high level. The type of game he plays, I think he can 
get back quickly. He skates well, uses his vision and his skill, so it will be 
the grinding part that he’ll have to adjust to quickly. Having the three 
games in American League will help.” 

Wolanin replaces Alex Edler on the NHL roster, to bring the Kings back 
to seven defensemen after Edler was placed on injured reserve 
yesterday. Edler’s injury is a long-term absence, meaning the Kings are 
now without two of their six defensemen from Opening Night, combined 
with Sean Walker’s season-ending injury. Nothing new for the Kings, who 
were without Drew Doughty over the last month or so. 

McLellan indicated that he’s spoken with Edler, via text message, after 
the injury. He shared that Edler, to no surprise, put the team ahead of 
himself in their conversation. He also noted that Edler can still be an 
important part of the team, with his presence in the locker room still 
valuable when it comes to the team’s younger defensemen, specifically 
Tobias Bjornfot. 

Replacing that kind of player, both on and off the ice, is no easy task, and 
one that a group of individuals will be relied upon to do. 

“I think it’s by committee,” McLellan said. “We’ve got Wolanin back, Olli 
Maatta is going to get an opportunity to play again, he’s been waiting 
patiently for that. It’s been good that Durzi has played well lately, we feel 
he’s filled a hole there. I do believe it’s going to be by committee as we 
go. We really felt Drew’s loss, and Walks’ loss, but we’ll also feel this 
one, because in Alex’s short time with us, he really has had an impact, 
not only on the ice but in the locker room, around the guys. He will be 
missed.” 

With that in mind, expect to see Maatta in the lineup tomorrow, as 
opposed to Wolanin, with the former slotting into Edler’s place during 
today’s skate. Today’s practice showed that we’ll likely see the pairing of 
Maatta and Matt Roy, a duo that was used for an extended stretch after 
the Doughty and Walker injuries, once the Kings found settled pairings 
during that time. Doughty’s return came at the expense of Maatta, who 
has been a scratch in each of the five games since. 

An opportunity for a player who has been up and down, in and out this 
season, to potentially find his place in the lineup. Maatta was an 
effective, low-event, third-pairing defenseman last season, though it took 
him time to find that place. The hope is that he can bring similar qualities 
for the Kings here this season with another opportunity to do so. 

Another individual with an opportunity is defenseman Sean Durzi, who 
was mentioned by McLellan above and can be heard from in the above 
video. McLellan spoke positively of Durzi’s contributions today. 

“I see confidence, I see somebody that plays with the right amount of risk 
for reward, he’s figured that out,” McLellan said. “I see somebody that 
can run a power play and I see somebody that’s improved. A lot of times, 
you bring young players up and you get that early energy spurt and all of 
a sudden in, game three and game four, it disappears and it’s oh, what 
do we have. I haven’t seen that in Durz. He’s maintained his level and 
arguably he’s gotten better. That’s a good sign for him and us.” 

Durzi, an offensively minded defenseman who has produced on both 
power-play units, has also more than held his own at even strength. He’s 
on the positive side of shot attempts through seven games, controlling 
right around 51 percent of those opportunities. In terms of scoring 
chances, he’s also trended above 50 percent and sits slightly below in 
terms of high-danger chances. 

While he’s been shielded slightly, with more than 60 percent of his shifts 
starting in the offensive zone, that’s to be expected for a young 
defenseman, especially on a team that featured two pairs capable of 
playing against the other team’s top lines. Partnering another young 
blueliner in Tobias Bjornfot, it’s been a formidable duo for the Kings thus 
far. 

Lastly, if you are in search of watching live hockey this evening you might 
be out of luck…… 
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Looking to watch hockey in North America tonight? Might need to make 
alternative plans! 

Zero games on the schedule in the NHL, AHL, ECHL, SPHL, FPHL, 
OHL, WHL, QMJHL, USHL, NAHL or PHF. That is a lot of HL's……… 

— Zach Dooley (@DooleyLAK) December 13, 2021 

The NHL game between Chicago and Calgary was the only one on the 
schedule for this evening, and that game was cancelled due to COVID 
Protocols on the Flames front. That leaves us with exactly zero 
scheduled games across 11 leagues in North America, including five 
men’s professional leagues, one women’s professional league and five 
major-junior leagues, across two countries. 

For me though, it’s not a bad thing, because on the East Coast, the 
games start three hours later and here, at 5:30 PM on the East Coast. 
5:30 PM and we’re not already halfway through the first set of games? 
Cmon Man! 

If you all want though, I’ll see if I can rent an Xbox and stream the NHL 
video game on Twitch to fill the void for the evening. If not, I recommend 
Only Murders In The House on Hulu. 

Back at it tomorrow morning, skate potentially optional, before the trip 
begins! 
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In his first NCAA season, Kings prospect Alex Laferriere continues his 
development at Harvard 

 

By Jack Jablonski December 13, 2021313  

 

If it weren’t for Skittles and a persistent older sister, Alex Laferriere might 
not be the hockey player he is today. The Harvard University sophomore 
has family and candy to thank for kickstarting his love for the game of 
hockey. 

“My first memory of skating was with my dad and sister and I didn’t really 
like it,” he recollected. “My sister kept forcing me to go out and skate, 
bribing me with Skittles. So, after she kept forcing me to go out, I started 
to fall in love with the game.” 

Born into a hockey family in Chatham, New Jersey, Laferriere started 
playing the game following the footsteps of his older sister Sophie, with 
the hopes of one day playing college hockey like his dad, Rob. Laferriere 
grew up playing with the North Jersey AAA youth hockey program, the 
New Jersey Colonials and the North Jersey Avalanche. It was there that 
the right-handed winger flourished, averaging over 1.5 points per game 
early in his amateur career. 

After a successful youth hockey career in the Garden State, Laferriere 
joined the Des Moines Buccaneers in the USHL full-time for the 2019-20 
season, where he led the team in points (19-26-45) and ranked second in 
the league in points among first-year skaters. Following his rookie 
campaign in the USHL, Laferriere was drafted by the Kings in the 
summer of 2020, selected in the third round, 83rd overall. Unable to 
attend the draft in person due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Laferriere, a 
“glass half full” type of guy found positives in spending his draft day at 
home. 

“Getting drafted by the Kings was super surreal,” Laferriere reflected. 
“Not being able to have the draft in person actually worked out, I was 
able to be at home with my family and friends. I was actually on my 
phone on the couch when my name popped up and my brother 
screamed and tackled me when he saw the Kings had selected me. 

Being able to be surrounded by my family and friends who have 
supported me throughout my whole life was very special.” 

As many of us can relate to, Laferriere’s plans were changed last minute 
due to the ongoing pandemic, as he entered his freshman year of 
college. Originally slated to attend Harvard University and play for the 
Crimson in the 2020-21 season, it was not to be. Prior to the start of the 
hockey season, the Ivy League announced that the league would not 
contest in winter sports, wiping out what was slated to by Laferriere’s 
entrance into NCAA hockey. 

Instead of foregoing a whole year of on-ice development, Laferriere 
returned to Des Moines and began his freshman year of classes for 
Harvard online. The book smart and hockey smart student-athlete not 
only took on the new responsibilities juggling academics and athletics at 
one of the top universities in the nation, but also took on new 
responsibilities with the Buccaneers, as he joined the leadership group, 
elected as an alternate captain for the 2020-21 season. 

“It was a huge year for me,” he said. “It was the first year of my hockey 
career that I wore a letter and it gave me a new whole new perspective of 
being a leader. Having guys on the team look up to and look at you for 
support was pretty new to me. Being able to grow in that department and 
just able to play games during a pandemic was super important and I 
was very fortunate.” 

Laferriere falls into the LA Kings model of drafting not only quality hockey 
players, but also quality, high-character people. Led by Mark Yannetti, 
the Kings amateur scouting department and Hockey Operations has 
focused on the potential of playing in the NHL one day, as well as 
leadership qualities and high-character indivudals. Laferriere is just that. 

With the opportunity to work on his personal growth on and off the ice, 
Laferriere took that “A” on his chest seriously, focusing on becoming a 
better hockey player and teammate. 

“I’m not a very vocal person, I try to keep to myself and keep everything 
lighthearted in the locker room but wearing a letter and being looked 
upon to be a leader forced me to get outside of my comfort zone,” he 
recalled. “I had to balance holding people accountable with still being 
myself, being approachable and lighthearted. It was a great learning 
experience.” 

It’s safe to say that the 2020-21 season went well as Laferriere was 
voted as the Most Valuable Player and Offensive Player of the Year by 
his peers for the Buccaneers. 

Now in his first year with the Harvard hockey team, the sophomore leads 
the country’s 20th ranked team in goals, competing in deep and 
competitive ECAC conference. With seven tallies and 10 points from 11 
games played, Laferriere’s ability to score and produce offensive 
chances for his teammates was particularly on display earlier this 
season, when the New Jersey native notched four goals against Colgate 
on November 6th, spearheading a 5-1 win over their conference foes. 
The self-described “two-way player that can score goals” and “can bring 
that offensive aspect of the game as well as create plays for [his] 
teammates” has done so thus far for the Harvard Crimson. 

With the overarching long-term goal set to play in the NHL for the Kings 
one day, Laferriere has his focus set on the here and now. 

“Everyone in college hockey has the goal to win a national championship, 
but specifically for me, with my dad having played college hockey at 
Princeton and Boston College, he won the Beanpot tournament but never 
the ECAC or the Ivy League championship,” Laferriere said. “I want to 
help my team win those three titles. That would be some pretty nice 
bragging rights in the family.” 

With a pinpoint understanding of his role within the larger picture of a 
functionally successful Harvard hockey team, the goal scorer with a 
team-first mentality is willing to do whatever it takes to get those bragging 
rights against Dad and whatever it takes be the best hockey player he 
can be. 
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A hat trick for Alex Laferriere – Harvard's first since Jan. 11, 2020 (Jack 
Drury vs. Yale) and first natural hat trick since Dec. 30, 2017 (Ryan 
Donato vs. Vermont). @espn #GoCrimson 

WATCH: https://t.co/jwEvIqtyUM pic.twitter.com/D0jEsYEzVY 

— HarvardMHockey (@HarvardMHockey) November 7, 2021 
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The Athletic / The Canucks turn it around, don’t trust the Rangers just 
yet, a contest update, and a Tortorella rant 

 

By Sean McIndoe Dec 13, 2021  

 

We’ve hit the two-month mark of the season. Who wants to check in on 
how the prediction contest is going? 

Maybe not many of you, because it’s been a rough start. If you’re not 
familiar with the contest, it’s a chance to predict the things that definitely 
will and won’t happen during the season. Just the easy stuff — the sort of 
calls that are obvious to anyone. Except that they often don’t end up 
being all that easy or obvious, and when that happens it can torpedo your 
entry. You can find this year’s contest, and the 1,582 entries, right here. 

So, how’s it going? The good news is that a lot of the biggest stories 
haven’t caught many of you off-guard. It’s been a surprisingly busy first 
few months in terms of coaches and GMs leaving their jobs, with four 
changes in each category. (We’re not counting Doug Wilson’s medical 
leave here, as it’s only expected to be temporary.) Those changes 
included a pair of teams pulling the trigger on Monday, with the Flyers 
firing Alain Vigneault while the Canucks confirmed the reports that they 
were moving on from Travis Green and Jim Benning. But that didn’t trip 
up many of you in the “definitely won’t lose their job” questions, with only 
five entries naming Benning and Vigneault and about 30 having Green. A 
little over 30 had Marc Bergevin being safe and almost 20 had Jeremy 
Colliton, so none of the standard-issue firings did much damage. Neither 
did Bob Murray’s exit, which hit less than ten of you, and Stan Bowman 
only got 14. But the Joel Quenneville firing was the big one, with 856 
entries naming him as completely safe back in the days before the full 
scope of the Blackhawks scandal came into focus. 

All in all, that’s not bad — eight firings, but only one that did real damage. 
That’s the good news. The bad news is that a few of the other questions 
are looking rough. Cole Caufield showed up as a Calder Trophy 
candidate sure-thing on a remarkable 1,511 entries, or over 95%, and 
that’s not looking great. Over 700 of you had Spencer Knight for the 
Calder question. There’s still time for both guys to rebound, but it’s a 
nervous start for just about everyone. And for what it’s worth, possible 
front-runner Lucas Raymond was only named by about 70 of you. 

The playoff team questions are also looking scary for some of you. Just 
over 900 of you had the Islanders as a sure-thing playoff team, which 
seems unlikely, and over 140 were completely confident about the Jets. 
On the other side, a whopping 1,540 had the surprising Ducks as a lock 
to miss, along with over 1,300 entries that named the Red Wings, 800 for 
the Blue Jackets and over 500 for the Sharks. By contrast, things look 
OK on the Norris question, we haven’t had any major goalie injuries yet 
(although four of you somehow missed the Carey Price news when filling 
out your entries), and it’s too soon to rule any of the big stars out of the 
Hart race except for an injured Nikita Kucherov, which will cost about 600 
of you. 

But for a lot of you, none of that will matter. That’s because of this year’s 
new bonus questions, which offered you the chance to risk your entire 
entry by naming a player other than Connor McDavid who’d have 100 
points, an opportunity that about three-quarters of you took. The good 

news is that 663 of you picked Leon Draisaitl, which looks like a lock if he 
stays healthy. But 154 had Nathan MacKinnon, who has to make up 
ground after missing time due to injury. And 219 had Kucherov, so you’re 
basically done. 

Also, uh, it’s not great news for the one and only one entry that risked it 
all on Roope Hintz as their 100-point player. 

Two months down, four to go, and already some of you are looking good 
while others are thinking ahead to next year. The same is true of a lot of 
NHL teams, and I suppose we should stop stalling and get to another 
week of power rankings you won’t agree with… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts 

Here is your weekly reminder that the NHL does not make one damn bit 
of sense: 

5. Minnesota Wild (19-8-1, +22 true goals differential*) — Speaking of 
streaks ending, the Wild saw their run of eight straight wins end at the 
hands of the Kings, then ended the road trip by dropping another last 
night to the Golden Knights. They’ve back at home this week, but the 
three-game homestand includes the Hurricanes and Panthers. We need 
to see some pushback from the Wild there, or else this spot goes back 
up for grabs. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (17-6-4, +15) — They looked great during a five-
game win streak, then decidedly less so in losing 4-0 to the Senators. 
Still, that was the last game of a long road trip with a backup goalie, so 
maybe we don’t worry too much about it. Seeing them handle the Leafs 
in Toronto was reassuring if that ends up being the first-round matchup, 
especially since they did it without Nikita Kucherov or Brayden Point. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (19-7-1, +27) — Last night’s loss to the Canucks 
snapped a four-game win streak. It was also a bit of a schedule loss, 
coming 24 hours after Saturday’s impressive win over the Oilers, who I 
don’t think we’re panicking about yet but I’ll get back to you. 

Here’s Sara with a deep dive into all sorts of Hurricanes topics, including 
how good Andrei Svechnikov has been lately. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (16-7-2, +24) — My ride-or-die made me look 
good this week, going all 1980s by scoring seven goals in three straight 
games before beating the Panthers last night. Was it a Stanley Cup final 
preview? We can’t say for sure, but probably, yeah. 

1. Florida Panthers (18-5-4, +27) — Oh, Florida “reclaims top spot”, do 
they? Huh, interesting, because I already had them there. That’s cool, I’m 
sure you guys bumped them for a team with a long history of coming 
through. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Chris Kreider (Danny Wild / USA TODAY) 

Not ranked: New York Rangers — Yeah, still. And yes, you could 
absolutely make an argument for them ahead of some of the teams in the 
list above. The Rangers have featured prominently in the last two weeks 
of “it’s too hard to make a top five” complaining around here, but they’ve 
yet to actually crack the big list. 

So why not this week? For starters, how about because I held the door 
open for them last week by all but guaranteeing them a spot if they’d beat 
the Avalanche, and then they lost 7-3. Yeah yeah, schedule loss, but 
they got smoked. Come on guys, if you don’t want it you can just say so, 
no need to get dramatic about it. 

And second, as I’ve said over and over again, I’m just not completely 
sold yet. This is a very good young team with lots of the right pieces and 
a very good coach. They’re also probably overachieving. Both of those 
things can be true. Their goals differential is well behind most of the other 
elite teams, and it’s still probably better than they’ve deserved (their 
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expected goals are just a little better than break-even). Almost all of their 
wins have come against teams that are middle-of-the-pack or worse; the 
only top contenders they’ve beaten are the Panthers and Leafs, while 
they’ve lost to the Avs, Flames (twice), Oilers, Capitals and Leafs. As we 
always say around here, you can only play who the schedule gives you, 
and banking points by beating up underdogs is part of being a good 
team. But if you’re looking for a signature win that convinced you the 
Rangers are for real, I’m not sure it’s happened yet. 

The most interesting piece of evidence that the Rangers aren’t as good 
as their record says is the one I’m not sure I buy. They’ve got a 
somewhat high PDO thanks to a team save percentage around .920, and 
they’ve spent most of the year in the top five in goals against. It’s 
tempting to say that maybe they’re just being carried by unusually hot 
goaltending, specifically Igor Shesterkin’s .937 play. Only… what if 
they’re not? The 25-year-old Shesterkin is hurt right now, but he’s been 
excellent pretty much all season long. Maybe he’s just the next Henrik 
Lundqvist, poised to give the Rangers great goaltending for the next 
decade. If you believe that — and you wouldn’t be alone — then this 
team is in great shape. They’ve already got a young Norris winner, an 
MVP candidate up front, a solid number one center, a pair of top-two 
picks who haven’t even done much yet, enough assets to trade for a big 
name… you know, I think I’m talking myself into this. Rangers, top five, 
who’s with me? I think I might be in. 

Then they lose to the 1-0 Predators, and I’m back out. 

At least for now. But hey, look who’s up next on the schedule: Our old 
friends the Avalanche. The door’s still open, guys. Beat the Avs, then 
let’s talk. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

I know we’re not supposed to take the bait on hot takes, but man, John 
Tortorella on the Trevor Zegras flip assist was just about the dumbest 
thing I’ve ever heard on an NHL broadcast. 

Let’s get this straight. It’s a skilled play, and it’s cool, and it’s fun to 
watch… but it’s not good for the game? 

I get that this is Tortorella’s schtick, and it’s one thing if he’s the coach of 
a team and wants them to grind it out with “honest” (i.e. boring) hockey. 
Or, as Tortorella puts it, as they did back in the late 90s and early 2000s, 
back when teams were going bankrupt and the NHL was about to get 
relegated to the Outdoor Life Network because nobody wanted to watch 
it. You know, the good old days. 

But he’s not a coach anymore. He’s a broadcaster on a network that just 
spent hundreds of millions of dollars on a new TV deal, and that 
desperately needs to sell this game to a generation of fans who’ve lost 
interest in the grind-it-out dead puck era. And this is the guy they put on 
the air to do it. Someone who thinks the most entertaining play of the 
season is bad for the game and longs for the day when you’d get your 
head taken off for trying it. 

I guess we’re talking about it. We’re talking about how dumb it all is, but 
we’re talking. So, good job there, ESPN, I suppose you got what you 
were looking for. 

Philipp Grubauer and Morgan Geekie (Steven Bisig / USA TODAY) 

5. Seattle Kraken (9-15-3, -20) – There’s a lot of good insight in this 
interview with Ron Francis. The GM tells us that “we all knew that it 
wasn’t going to be Vegas”, which is probably true. You still have to think 
that Seattle fans thought it would be better than this, but Francis does get 
into how the flat cap has caused more headaches for his young team 
than you might think. Meanwhile, this week brought three more losses, all 
in regulation and by a combined score of 14-5. The grind continues. 

4. Ottawa Senators (8-16-1, -27) – Saturday’s 4-0 win over the Lightning 
continued a run where the Senators are beating all the decent-to-good 

teams they play. They also lost to the Islanders, which does disprove 
anything from the first sentence. 

3. Buffalo Sabres (8-15-4, -24) – They’ve lost seven straight, and are 
officially terrible again. Also, we had a blown offside review on Friday. 

I guess you have to give the league some credit for admitting the 
mistake, but this kind of thing just can’t happen. It’s bad enough that a 
league that’s already starved for offense is grinding games to a halt to 
look for violations of a fraction of an inch to take goals off the board. 
That’s dumb, and we shouldn’t be doing it. But if we are, we absolutely 
can’t be taking away good goals that we called correctly on the ice 
because a replay official saw something that wasn’t there. It’s just 
inexcusable. 

Ah well, at least Sabres fans are used to being screwed over by nobody 
noticing where a skate was. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (6-20-3, -40) – Another tough week, as the losing 
streak hits six, and now the injuries are piling up with Tyler Toffoli out for 
two months. When the highlight of the week is an ovation for an opposing 
player, things are bad. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (5-20-2, -51) – OK, cool, they’ve apparently caught 
up on some of their overdue bills. Now, who’s going to pay for a refill on 
Karel Vejmelka’s contact lens prescription? 

By the way, the Coyotes lost that game 5-3. That was your chance to get 
into the bottom five, Flyers fans, and your team blew it. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — They’re fixed! 

OK, maybe not. But this ended up being a good week for a team that 
desperately needed one. It started with Monday’s confirmation of the 
changes that had already leaked out, and ended with last night’s win over 
the Hurricanes to run Bruce Boudreau’s record to 4-0-0. That means 
they’ve won six of seven — remember those two wins against Ottawa 
and Montreal before the Penguins disaster that now feel like they were 
from a different era? – and have climbed past Seattle to escape dead last 
in the Pacific. 

Is this all happening because Boudreau is the best coach in the world? 
(Checks notes.) Sure, let’s go with that. He’s not, but he seems like a 
good guy and his regular season track record is fantastic. There’s 
something to be said about going back to the well for a 66-year-old who’s 
already been fired in three other places, but sometimes you need a 
steady hand and Boudreau has that. 

Speaking of going back to the well, Jim Rutherford is running the show 
now, and we should probably wait and see on that one. He didn’t waste 
any time making changes, sweeping out some long-time front office 
names. By the way, the owner had some thoughts on that: 

We don’t know who the next GM will be, and there are scenarios where a 
young mind working and learning under a veteran as Rutherford could 
work well. Or maybe Rutherford just gives himself the job and starts 
making a trade every two weeks. I’m not sure if that would be great for 
the Canucks, but it would be fun for the rest of us, so I’m on board. 

There’s still plenty to figure out here, but that’s for down the road. For 
now, the Canucks are good again and all is well. Oh, and they’re only six 
points out of a playoff spot with 53 games to play, so… nah. Let’s not get 
crazy, right? 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.14.2021 
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The Athletic / The Angry Beaver, King Hank, the Red River in winter: 
NHL writers share stories from the road 

 

Sara Civian, Michael Russo and more Dec 13, 2021 
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As part of our look back on 2021, we asked a few writers from each of 
The Athletic’s verticals to share their thoughts of life on the road and 
back inside arenas and stadiums filled with fans. Today, we start our five-
part series, “Return to the Arena,” with four NHL writers offering insights 
about what it meant to them, personally and professionally, to get back to 
covering games. 

What you miss when you’re not on the road: A lot 

For whatever reason, things always just seemed to work out on the road. 

Or at least that’s how I remembered it from my living room couch, during 
a season and a half full of red lights, restrictions, shutdowns (and 
shutdown story ideas), all while trying to cover the intricacies of such a 
lively game on a glitchy stream. 

Maybe I was just romanticizing the before times or seeing the world 
through Roxy-colored beer goggles, but my strongest memory of the 
road was everything just working out. 

The ambitious story ideas seemed to come together. Crazy gamers felt 
easy and fun to write. Even getting lost in the bowels of foreign arenas 
felt fine, because you’d run into a player who would laugh at you then 
bring you along with him to the locker room. 

Sure enough, my first trip back Andrei Svechnikov found me wandering 
around Bridgestone Arena. 

“Haven’t you been here enough?” he said, laughing. 

I missed that. 

Everything had seemed so difficult and pointless for a while, so in a way I 
was terrified of embarking on the Hurricanes’ recent West Coast road trip 
— my first multi-game trip since I was in a New Jersey hotel lobby on 
March 12, 2020, watching the news with a dozen NHL players, waiting 
for a flight home instead of heading to a morning skate. 

What if that feeling of ease, purpose and excitement didn’t come back? 
Maybe on the trip I could pinpoint the reason for that feeling and put it in 
a jar. 

In Vegas, I got to witness the game that solidified the start of a legit NHL 
career for Seth Jarvis. In that postgame column, I referenced that Brett 
Pesce “seemed to be in good spirits.” I’d later find out he had just gotten 
engaged. 

In Los Angeles, I witnessed a bonkers back-and-forth game on the ice, 
but the press box was just as compelling. To my left was Lisa Dillman, a 
person and a colleague I can only hope to emulate. To my right, the 
Hurricanes’ scratches were spouting some interesting and funny 
observations. I felt so grateful to be sitting in a row with these people, 
taking it all in. 

On an off-day in L.A., I connected with a family member for the first time 
in years. He’s a former AHL player who developed a painkiller addiction 
that derailed an otherwise promising career. I’m proud to report he’s 
sober, and he’s in his first season coaching a junior team out west. He’s 
excited to help kids reach their potential on the ice, but he’s equally 
passionate about helping them off the ice. Maybe his real career is just 
beginning. 

In Seattle, I met up with an old friend named John Forslund. I remember 
a pause in our conversation where he just looked at me and smiled in 
silence. I giggled, and if I didn’t giggle I might have teared up. 

“I’m so happy for you,” I said. 

“I know,” he said. 

After that, I went to Seattle’s only hockey bar: The Angry Beaver. 

I found myself fighting with a random patron about the best NHL goal of 
all time — how the hell could you not say Bobby Orr? I smiled to myself 

on the very expensive Uber home. It’s been a long time since I had the 
energy to argue with a stranger about something relatively silly. 

Then, come game day, I witnessed the first Jumbotron proposal in 
Climate Pledge Arena history. I usually don’t like these things, but in this 
moment I felt proud of our sport. 

He said yes. 

I guess this elusive thing that makes life purposeful and exciting is 
people. I can barely tell you where, exactly, I went, what landmarks I saw 
and what fancy dinners I had. My vivid memories of this road trip are 
witnessing Jarvis’ excitement, my cousin’s redemption and Forslund’s 
contentment. Life on the road wasn’t as easy as I remember it, but it was 
raw. I’ll take it, and maybe I’ll find ease again in line at The Roxy. 

— Sara Civian 

Headaches and all, there’s no place like the road 

Even when I covered the Florida Panthers for 10 years before arriving in 
Minnesota in 2005, I always flew from South Florida to Tampa. 

I hate driving, even a measly 3½ hours, and I’m reluctant to give up the 
frequent-flier miles, which, as we all know, is one of the best perks of 
being a sportswriter? 

In fact, on Dec. 31 one year, I flew from West Palm Beach to Tampa, 
back to West Palm, back to Tampa, and back, with the same Delta 
regional jet flight crew in order to get from 96 segments to 100 so I could 
retain my status for the next year. 

Yeah, I’m a wee bit loco, but those first-class seats are worth it. 

On Nov. 21, I got my first real reminder that I’m no longer covering 
games virtually from the comfort of my couch. 

I booked myself on what should have been a simple, 37-minute, up-and-
down Southwest flight from Ft. Lauderdale to Tampa to cover the second 
game of a back-to-back with the Wild. 

The first indication something was amiss came 10 minutes after the 
doors closed and we didn’t pull back from the gate. Southwest usually 
moves flights quickly, so being an experienced traveler, I knew 
something was wrong. 

Then the pilot came on with the worst words a business traveler can 
hear: “Well, bad news, folks.” 

Turns out the fuel company Southwest uses overfueled our plane to the 
point we wouldn’t be able to land safely in Tampa. Southwest decided it’d 
be quicker to swap planes rather than siphon out the fuel. We all 
deplaned and were told to go to the next gate over. 

One hour became two, then three. Then, suddenly, my colleagues from 
the Star Tribune and Pioneer Press began yelling at me to turn around. 
What we saw were fire trucks and other emergency vehicles on the Gate 
B8 and B9 ramps responding to fuel all over the tarmac. While siphoning 
out the fuel, the contractor screwed up and fuel began pouring out of the 
wings onto the ground. 

Jet fuel cleanup in Fort Lauderdale. (Courtesy Michael Russo) 

Finally, we got on our original plane and the pilot fessed up: Not only did 
the fuel contractor overfuel the first plane, he then did the same thing to 
our new plane. Then, when they had no choice but to siphon fuel out, he 
screwed that up, too. 

What should have been a short, easy day became a 4 1/2-hour slog to 
Tampa. We finally arrived, missed pregame availability with coach Dean 
Evason and the players and then covered and wrote up the Wild-
Lightning game. 

Luckily, those days are fewer and far between. And frankly, with TSA 
PreCheck, CLEAR, NEXUS and Global Entry, travel is a lot easier than it 
used to be. 
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I’ve been covering the NHL for 27 years. I obviously enjoy the travel in 
large part because that’s when you really get to know the team you’re 
covering. Players have more time to shoot the breeze, they’re not in a 
hurry to get errands done or pick up their kids from school. 

The Wild were in New Jersey last week and were late to the game 
because their bus got trapped not far from the Holland Tunnel. It didn’t 
move an inch for an hour. The game was delayed, and after the Wild 
eked out a shootout win, the anecdotes were absolutely hilarious about 
what the team was doing on the bus, miles from the arena and 12 
minutes before their scheduled warmup. 

This is the type of story that could not be written virtually last year via 
Zoom access. If you’re going to do this job right, you need to build 
relationships with the subjects you cover. Those relationships are often 
best nurtured on the road. 

Plus, there are the perks: Hotel and airline points have taken me all over 
the world for free every offseason. There are great meals, great 
sightseeing (like when I went to the Seattle Starbucks Reserve twice on 
back-to-back trips earlier this season), and opportunities to reunite with 
friends I didn’t get to see throughout the pandemic in places like New 
York City, South Florida and Seattle. (Editor’s note: Russo drinks 
prodigious amounts of coffee, so his sightseeing is usually limited to 
coffee shops.) 

But I also don’t ever forget how lucky I am. 

On Jan. 28, at my favorite arena, Madison Square Garden, Hendrik 
Lundqvist’s No. 30 will rise to the rafters of the world’s most famous 
arena. King Hank has long been one of my favorite players and people. A 
Wild fan recently told me how badly he wants to go to that game, but 
tickets are ranging from between $550 and $1,000 on secondary sites. 

I get to be there to take it in. For free. The Athletic pays for my trip, my 
credential gets me a center-ice press box seat with one of the best 
sightlines out of 32 NHL arenas. 

I’m very lucky I’ve gotten to do this for as long as I have. And I’m very 
grateful I’m doing it from the road again, not my living room couch from 
afar. 

— Michael Russo 

From Pearl Jam to ice cream, travel is its own reward 

My 612th flight since starting this weirdest and greatest of jobs nine years 
ago was easily one of the worst I’ve ever endured. An incredibly blustery 
day in Seattle and something called the “atmospheric river” had the 
aircraft playing drunken hopscotch in the sky, and by the time I wobbled 
onto the sweet terra firma of SeaTac airport, I felt awful. All I wanted to 
do was go to my hotel and crash for the night. 

After all, that’s what I do on the road these days as a certified Old 
Person. I sleep. I read. I catch up on TV and movies. All the things I can’t 
do at home because of late games and early drop-offs at school and 
tennis lessons and the like. When you’re 10 seasons in, you naturally get 
a little jaded. Drinks seem like a chore. Restaurants take too long. And 
how many times can you go to the same park, the same museum, the 
same waterfront? 

But then I woke up the next day after a glorious 10 hours of sleep. The 
sun was shining, which I had been led to believe was illegal in Seattle. 
My rented Hyundai Ioniq didn’t have snow chains, so Mount Rainier was 
sadly out of the question. So I decided to do an old-school day of city 
sight-seeing. Something I hadn’t done in forever. 

I walked over to the Space Needle and tried to frame some neat photos. I 
popped into the Museum of Pop Culture and stared slack-jawed at the 
huge Pearl Jam exhibit, with Eddie Vedder’s original lyric notebooks and 
the guitar Jeff Ament created “Jeremy” with and hundreds of other 
priceless artifacts. I schlepped up Queen Anne Hill to get a breathtaking 
view of the Seattle skyline and Puget Sound. I sat on a park bench for 
nearly two hours with that view, catching up on some reading and 
listening to a podcast until sunset, with a brief pause to walk the 

neighborhood, look up the $3 million Victorians on Zillow and get maybe 
the best (and most comically expensive) warm brownie sundae I’ve ever 
had at Molly’s. 

(Courtesy Mark Lazerus) 

After that, I had dinner with my editor and then drinks with some Seattle-
based colleagues. The following day, my uncle, whom I hadn’t seen in 
nearly a decade because the Pacific Northwest is, well, really far away, 
met me for lunch after the morning skate. I bought a Pearl Jam shirt and 
a Kraken doll for my kids. 

I rediscovered the magic of travel. Corny, yes. But true all the same. 

I’ve wanted to be a traveling sportswriter since I was 8 or 9 years old, 
and somehow I got bored of it. But the pandemic reminded me how much 
I missed it. And being in a new city brought back the excitement and joy 
of discovering new places and the fun of talking shop over a drink with 
the only people on the planet who know what this insane job is truly like. 
It brought me back to the time I spent four hours at the Sixth Floor 
Museum the first time I was in Dallas; the time I biked the Strand in 
Southern California; the time I wandered aimlessly for hours in Stanley 
Park in Vancouver; the time I walked the Freedom Trail in Boston and 
cursed the city for putting the climb up the Bunker Hill Monument last; the 
time I skated the Red River on a frigid afternoon in Winnipeg; the time I 
walked six miles around Toronto to find a Klondike Puck, the greatest ice 
cream novelty of them all. 

Yes, the access is better on the road. Players are looser and stories are 
more easily told. My best work is always done on the road, written on 
hotel beds or at United Clubs or in Seat 7A at 36,000 feet. Yes, it’s nice 
to see new rinks and enjoy different atmospheres and consume press-
box snacks. Yes, all those United miles and Marriott points can help 
make up for a lot of lost time with the family in the offseason. 

But the best thing about being on the road is simply being on the road. 

— Mark Lazerus 

Stories remain untold if we’re not there 

There is a belief out there that the most glamorous part of being a 
sportswriter is the travel, and it’s not entirely wrong. I love visiting new 
cities (Seattle). I love seeing friends when I visit other NHL venues. I love 
trying new restaurants. All of that is great, and enormously welcomed 
post-pandemic. 

But what I love most about traveling for work, and the main reason I do it, 
is because it helps me do my job. If I don’t have access to the team, the 
stories I can tell are limited. Sometimes I need confirmation from the 
people involved, and that requires access. And the greatest thing about 
traveling to cover hockey is that access to the team and players actually 
improves on the road. 

Here is one such instance: 

The Canadiens were in San Jose finishing up their morning skate. 
Typically, at the end of a morning skate, the defensemen will line up on 
the blue line and take shots. These are the shots they’ll most likely take 
in the game. Some forwards, in turn, will set up in front of the net and try 
to deflect those shots. That, too, is something they are likely to do in a 
game. 

On this day, however, when Canadiens forward Josh Anderson set up in 
the slot while defenseman Ben Chiarot went through his shooting routine, 
he simply watched as the shots went by. He did this for roughly 10 
minutes. I had never seen an NHL forward do something like this, but it 
reminded me of Dennis Rodman in “The Last Dance” describing how he 
would watch the trajectory of the ball when his various teammates took 
shots to help him understand where the rebound would be most likely to 
wind up during a game. 

Is that what Anderson was doing? Only one way to find out. 
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I was able to ask the Canadiens to speak to Anderson alone. They 
accommodated my request, something that would be rare back in 
Montreal with the throng of media members there. 

When I asked Anderson if he was following Rodman’s example, he didn’t 
exactly agree. He conceded it’s probably similar, but said of the 
correlation (with a chuckle, I might add): “That’s on you.” 

And that was fine. I was able to make that correlation because of 
Anderson’s description of what he was doing and why he was doing it. I 
never could have confidently done that had I not gotten a chance to 
speak to him about it, and the only reason I was able to do that was 
because I was on the road with the team. 

A few days later, the Canadiens were in Anaheim and after yet another 
loss, I noticed that Anderson was one of four players who sat on the 
bench after the game was over. They were not moving, just sitting there, 
soaking in the situation. 

Again, I thought the observation was something I could use, but it’s not 
nearly as effective if you’re not able to talk to the players and ask what 
was going through their mind at that moment. 

When the Canadiens postgame availability was finished, I left to drive 
back to my hotel in Los Angeles to write my story. As I emerged from the 
room where the Canadiens were holding their media availability, I 
bumped into Anderson as he walked to the team bus. We walked 
together and I asked about that moment on the bench. I was at least able 
to put a voice to that moment I had observed, adding an extra layer of 
richness to the story I tried to tell. 

This is why we do what we do. Being on the road allows us to do that to a 
greater extent than zoom conferences and news conferences at home. 
This was something I had missed about being on the road, far more so 
than discovering new restaurants or seeing friends or anything else that 
comes with the fun of traveling on the beat. 

What is most fun about it is being able to bring those stories to you. 

— Arpon Basu 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.14.2021 

1229565 Websites 

 

The Athletic / LeBrun: Francesco Aquilini speaks out on firings, hirings 
and where the Canucks go from here 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Dec 13, 2021 

 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — The apparent frustration in Francesco Aquilini’s 
tweet Saturday was in stark contrast to the sheer excitement in the 
Vancouver Canucks owner’s voice the previous day as he described the 
hiring of Jim Rutherford. 

A couple of hours after the Board of Governors meeting wrapped up, 
Aquilini agreed to an interview with myself, Darren Dreger and Chris 
Johnston in the hotel lobby, and he was still on a high from the previous 
day’s hiring of Rutherford, the three-time Stanley Cup champion 
executive who was named president of hockey operations and interim 
GM. 

“Jim has experience, a lot of credibility; a very stable guy who can lead 
us forward on the hockey side,’’ Aquilini said. “He’s got an incredible 
hockey mind.” 

It turns out Aquilini had been talking to Rutherford for a bit, at first just to 
pick his brain. But that developed into something much bigger. 

“He’s very well-known in the industry,’’ said Aquilini. “He was not working 
and I knew he wanted to get back into it. We’d been talking. I always ask 
Jim for advice. ‘Jim, what do you think?’ He’s kind of the go-to guy in the 
NHL. A lot of GMs go to him and talk to him and ask him, ‘what do you 
think?’ So we started talking and I said, ‘we’ve got to make a change.’” 

In the interim, Bruce Boudreau was hired as head coach last Sunday. 

“That was pretty quick. Bruce was amazing, I mean he really wanted to 
do it,” said Aquilini. “That really impressed me, that he’s like, ‘I want to 
coach, I want to be back in the NHL, I’m ready to go.’’’ 

Aquilini said he made the decision to fire GM Jim Benning on Saturday, 
Dec. 4, and then hired Boudreau as coach, replacing Travis Green, the 
following day. 

But what’s probably also likely, although Aquilini didn’t say so, is that the 
Boudreau hire didn’t happen without a picking of the brain and/or 
unofficial green light from Rutherford even though the latter wasn’t hired 
yet. 

Which in hindsight makes more sense, instead of the idea that Aquilini 
directly hired a new head coach before hiring his new front office boss. 

It sounds like the Rutherford hire needed a bit more time than Boudreau 
is all. 

“We’d been discussing, but of course it doesn’t happen overnight,’’ 
Aquilini said of hiring Rutherford. 

The Rutherford hire was well-received around the league, the former 
Carolina and Pittsburgh GM as respected as they come in hockey circles. 

But what perplexed some media in Vancouver was the sudden front-
office firings of Chris Gear and Jonathan Wall. I think what some people 
are wondering is, why the rush to make those further moves and why not 
wait for Rutherford to get his feet wet in Vancouver to get a better grasp 
on his surroundings? 

Unfortunately, those moves were announced a few hours after our 
interview with Aquilini on Friday so we couldn’t ask him about it. 

But the Canucks owner did reiterate why he finally felt it necessary to 
clean house to begin with, led by the firings of Benning and Green. 

“First of all, I thought we were going to do a lot better than we were doing 
with the offseason moves and the new player signings and the trades 
and everything,” he said. “So there was a certain expectation, right? I 
talked to a few other general managers and they all said the same thing. 
They said, ‘you guys are going to be competing for a division title, you’re 
going to be there.’’’ 

But a rough start never relented. The pressure from fans and media in 
passionate Vancouver intensified. 

“Things started to go from bad to worse. It was trying to figure out what 
the problem was, trying to drill down,” he said. “I started looking into this: 
Is it the players? Is it the coach? Is it the composition of the team? What 
happened? I’m trying to figure out what happened and so there came a 
point where we just had to make a change. It just couldn’t carry on like 
this, it just couldn’t carry on.’’ 

It’s safe to say many fans and media in Vancouver would have made 
those changes much before Aquilini ultimately did. But he says he waited 
as long as he could just to be sure. 

“I was trying to be patient, (thinking) maybe it’ll turn around,” he said. 
“You know how these things are in hockey, right? Sometimes it turns 
around and the team will go on a winning streak and you go, ‘Oh, we 
forgot about all that.’ Things weren’t turning around. So then I thought to 
myself, ‘OK, well I have to get ready’ and started talking to people in the 
industry and getting advice from hockey people that I trust. … That 
started about a couple weeks ago and then it culminated up to the point 
where you look at everybody that’s available. 
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“There’s a lot of good people but they’re under contract. From where we 
were at we had to look at who was available, and so it happened pretty 
fast. It got to a point where (we decided), ‘OK, we’re doing this today.’” 

Aquilini was asked if he felt like there was even more intensity than 
normal during this pandemic in his hockey-crazed market. 

“Did you hear Bruce the other night on TV? He goes, ‘this is nuts.’ Like 
the intensity is higher, I can feel it,” Aquilini said. “Fans are more 
engaged, especially in Canada.” 

Even if some of that intensity meant fans giving it to him, the Canucks 
owner insists he loves how engaged his fan base is. He wouldn’t want it 
any other way. 

So now comes the GM search, and it sounds like a committee-type 
approach to find their person with Rutherford running it. 

“It’s going to be me, Jim, probably my brother, my dad. Maybe Michael 
Doyle. It’s going to be all of us and I think it’ll have to be unanimous and I 
think Jim’s going to lead that,” said Aquilini. “Jim’s got a lot of experience, 
he’s going to say, ‘this is the guy’ and this is who he feels comfortable 
with. Of course we’ve got to support it. 

“As the owners, we’ve got to like it and support it. That’s really our job, is 
to support. Jim’s got to tell us what he’s doing, give us a plan and say, 
‘OK we support it. We’re backing it.’” 

Is there a front-running candidate already in mind? 

“We’re not there yet. There’s so many good people out there, you don’t 
want to rush these things. Like you’re hoping this person will come in and 
be there for a long time. That’s what you’re kind of hoping. You want to 
get it right as opposed to just, ‘let’s just plug the hole.’ We don’t need to 
plug the hole because we’ve got Jim, right?’’ 

Aquilini expects a more methodical approach on the GM search/hire. 

“There’s no timeline. It could be the end of the season. Jim and I have 
talked about this, it’s going to take as long as it’s going to take. Because 
maybe the right guy is under contract and it doesn’t come up until the 
end of the season. Like everything’s open, everything’s on the table.” 

Aquilini had hinted in his news conference last week that he would 
potentially hire both a president of hockey and a GM. He clearly felt that it 
was time to double up at the top. 

“I think that’s the way the league is going because of the demands: 
Analytics, pro scouting, everything,” said Aquilini. “I think it’s a little bit too 
much for one guy. I think it’s good to split the job. You know I was always 
looking for a (president) but I never really was comfortable. You’ve got to 
have a good fit. Jim is amazing, a quality human being. We’re excited. 
We’re excited to have Jim. He’s a top, top quality person. He’s a top 
human being, he’s a quality human being. He’s had a lot of success.’’ 

All of which, potentially, also sets up the kind of environment in which the 
Sedin twins can continue to grow without feeling rushed in the Canucks 
front office. 

Aquilini sees bigger roles for Henrik and Daniel. 

“It’s up to them. I’d really like if they’d take the next step forward and 
want to do it. They want to learn, they don’t want to rush into anything. 
They want to help. Those guys want to be successful and they want to 
learn, and what a perfect environment we have with Jim.” 

The Canucks have got the Boudreau bump they had hoped for early on. 
Do the Canucks hang in there and try to salvage the season? Or is it 
already time to look to next year? 

“That’s a hard question given where we’re at,” said Aquilini. “Jim’s going 
to come in and we’ll see what happens the next little while. Who knows, 
right? This team could turn it around or they don’t. I think Jim’s going to 
assess it, he’s so good at that. Just assessing the talent, assessing 
where the team is at. That’s the big decision: Do you go left or do you go 

right? He’s going to run that. He’s going to say, ‘this is what we’re doing’ 
and everybody is going to say ‘OK.’ Then whatever happens, happens.’’ 

It’s clearly something that’s at the heart of what Aquilini has been thinking 
for a while now. What is this team? 

“We’ve got a lot of young guys, we’ve got a lot of young, really good, 
talented players,” he said.” “They’re not performing as everybody’s 
expecting and what does that mean? Is it just a temporary thing or is it a 
long-term thing? 

“Maybe there’s something there that’s even more than what we thought,’’ 
Aquilini said of the team’s issues. “That’s really the question, is there 
really more than what we think? So Jim’s going to look at that, he’s going 
to assess that.’’ 
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Sportsnet.ca / COVID-19 looms large over sporting world as NHL goes 
dark after Flames outbreak 

 

Eric Francis December 13, 2021, 3:38 PM 

 

Midway through an NHL press release no team wants to be a part of 
came a disturbing reminder of just how slippery a slope the Calgary 
Flames may be on right now. 

Announcing six players and a training staff member had entered the 
league’s Covid-19 protocol, the Monday morning release explained that 
part of the decision to postpone their next three games was due to the 
“likelihood of additional positive cases in the coming days.” 

Brace yourself, not just as a hockey fan, but as a human being who 
wonders daily where all this is going with the Omicron variant threatening 
to continue canceling more and more things in our lives. 

Hours later, the NBA announced an outbreak on the Bulls would 
postpone two of their games. 

It’s all too eerily familiar. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Just like that, the Andrew Mangiapane Olympic debate takes on a whole 
new look, as the NHL and its players have even more reason to 
contemplate scrapping talk of attending the Beijing Games. 

With Mangiapane, Elias Lindholm, Chris Tanev, Nikita Zadorov, Adam 
Ruzicka and Brad Richardson joining the list no one wants to be on, 
there have now been 123 NHL players in Covid protocol this season, 
which is roughly 17 per cent. 

Four of the Flames players in protocol are potential Olympians, making 
this latest setback for the league more pertinent as officials huddle 
together to discuss how positive tests would be handled in China. 

Flames GM Brad Treliving told sportsnet.ca Monday morning all his 
players are asymptomatic, which is the best news possible. 

"All asymptomatic at this point,” he said. “I'm always careful saying that, 
as I haven't spoken to them in the last couple hours. We’re testing 
families too. Wives, girlfriends, kids. We’re careful with all them. It starts 
to spider web. 

“The priority right now is monitoring guys and making sure they are safe 
and healthy. Same goes for their families.” 
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Player testing occurs every three days this season, which means those 
who tested positive on Sunday could have been infected for several days 
while closely interacting with everyone on the team. 

Moving forward, Flames players will be tested every day, meaning we 
could have more bad news daily. 

The players are bound by league and local health guidelines, which 
requires isolation for those who tested positive for a minimum of 10 days 
– longer if you still feel sick. 

For those who never develop symptoms, which is a very real possibility 
for otherwise healthy athletes who are double-vaccinated, the isolation 
period ends a full ten days after their first positive Covid-19 swab was 
taken. 

That means, at the very least, the Flames will be without the services of 
their leading goal scorer, their best centre and top defenceman until at 
least Dec. 21 when they are slated to host Anaheim. 

That group will also miss Saturday’s game against Columbus, which is 
when they are slated to return to playing. 

For now. 

The Flames have played three teams this season that were ravaged by 
positive cases – San Jose, Ottawa and the New York Islanders. 

The latter two were shut down by the league shortly thereafter as the 
numbers grew into the double digits and became untenable. 

Calgary's situation is different in that all the positive tests came at once, 
keeping the door wide open for more bad news to follow. The Flames 
positive tests were revealed piecemeal. 

The first three positive results came in the wee hours of Sunday morning, 
prompting retesting for everyone upon arrival at the rink Sunday. While 
waiting for those results the team loaded onto its chartered flight bound 
for Chicago, where the team was to play Monday. 

The plane never took off, after hours of deliberations with team, NHL and 
medical officials who rightfully decided it wasn’t appropriate to cross the 
border, given the ramifications of more positive tests being revealed in 
Illinois, where infected players would have had to quarantine for up to 
two weeks. 

Potentially exposing one another on a plane made no sense either, nor 
did attempting to coordinate calling up six players en masse for a game 
halfway across the continent from where the Flames’ affiliate resides in 
Stockton, Calif. 

The team’s Saddledome facility was closed immediately and the players 
were told to stay home. 

The next scheduled event for the team is to practice Friday at Winsport. 

We’ll see. 

Monday’s game in Chicago and Tuesday’s in Nashville will be 
rescheduled, as will Thursday’s home date against Toronto. 

Don’t be surprised if Saturday’s game is nixed, as it’s a tall order to ask a 
shorthanded team to play with just one day of practice under its belt. 

“Right now the league says games are postponed through Thursday – 
we’ll see,” said Treliving, who is now anxiously awaiting test results of all 
his players taken Monday morning. 

“I’m focused on this afternoon and how it affects tomorrow. 

I’m looking small picture. As you widen the lens, you ask, ‘could we be 
practicing Friday?’ Who knows?” 

And so, we cross our fingers and wait. 

Suddenly, a four-game losing skid is the least of the organization’s 
concerns. 

The Flames game was the only one scheduled for Monday, meaning the 
NHL will go dark. 

How symbolic for a league facing the very real possibility it may have to 
bow out of the Olympic showcase fans and players have been craving 
since 2014 when NHLers were last included. 

In the Flames organization, there are 12 players who could potentially be 
included on Olympic rosters, which means the possibility of even more 
positive tests over the coming days in Calgary could continue to send a 
ripple effect through the five-ring discussion. 

The International Olympic Committee is expected to unveil its players’ 
handbook as early as Monday, which would detail how positive tests are 
handled in Beijing. 

It will provide crucial information for leaders like Sidney Crosby, Connor 
McDavid and Alex Ovechkin who will play a big role in the NHLPA’s 
participation decision, in light of growing Omicron fears. 

Gary Bettman wasn’t shy last week in questioning why players would still 
consider going to the Games if a positive test meant potentially being 
stuck in China for three to five weeks. 

They may not be considering it much longer. 

Every outbreak like the Flames and Bulls are experiencing makes it more 
and more unlikely we’ll be returning to a normalcy that includes NHLers 
at the Olympics this time around. 

Never mind that, the normalcy we crave in our own lives seems much 
further away too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rutherford conveys confidence, leadership needed to 
steer Canucks back on track 

 

6-8 minutes December 13, 2021, 7:10 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — If this was stressful for Jim Rutherford, he didn’t show 
it. 

The 72-year-old member of the Hockey Hall of Fame said he considered 
retirement and “stress-free days” at home in Raleigh, N.C., but instead 
decided to join the Vancouver Canucks for a lot of stressful days as the 
team’s new president of hockey operations. 

“We have a lot of work ahead of us,” he told reporters Monday during his 
first media availability for the NHL team. 

Rutherford smiled several times during the half-hour press conference, 
made light of himself — “I couldn't get a job in the media, so I ended up 
having to do this” — and joked of his reputation for making trades that he 
wouldn’t make one Monday because reporters already had enough to 
write about. 

He acknowledged without specifics the holes in the Canucks’ lineup, but 
also said the team may be better than people realize. He loves coach 
Bruce Boudreau, who was hired four days before Rutherford when 
managing owner Francesco Aquilini fired both general manager Jim 
Benning and head coach Travis Green on Dec. 5. 

But the most important thing Rutherford conveyed was confidence and 
leadership, and the kind of direct, relatable messaging that was always a 
challenge for Benning and became almost non-existent the last two 
seasons as the team on the ice deteriorated. 

Rutherford was presidential. 
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The Canucks are 4-0 under Boudreau after starting the season 8-15-2 for 
Benning and Green. 

Monday may turn out to be his easiest day on the job. But what 
Rutherford said, and how he said it, is likely to restore some consumer 
confidence in the franchise that felt unmoored the last two months. 

“Well, I love the game,” Rutherford said when asked to explain his return 
to the NHL 10 months after he resigned as general manager of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. “I love the league. I had chances to go to other 
places over the last few months. I've always done things on a gut feeling. 
And when I had a chance to go to Pittsburgh (in 2014), I thought I was 
going to retire then, and I immediately told my wife, ‘You know, I can go 
to Pittsburgh and win the Stanley Cup.' And we did. 

“And when Francesco came, and he met with me and he talked for a long 
time, I just felt good about the conversation and I felt good about this 
opportunity. And it's special being in a Canadian market. It's special 
being in a place like Vancouver ... and knowing how popular hockey is in 
British Columbia and how much people love the Canucks. And I think this 
is a special opportunity where a team has not accomplished what they 
wanted to. And I like to win, and that's where we're going to get to.” 

With a contract that expires when he is 75, Rutherford may also be 
thinking about his legacy and what it would mean to steer the Canucks 
toward their first Stanley Cup. 

Many people have promised the chance of that since the Canucks joined 
the NHL in 1970. Benning was the team’s 11th general manager, and 
although Rutherford doesn’t have that title, he will act as GM until he 
hires one. The Canucks are the only NHL team with an 0-3 record in the 
Stanley Cup Final and only twice since 2013 have they made the 
playoffs. 

But Rutherford, at least, won the Stanley Cup twice as GM in Pittsburgh 
and once with the Carolina Hurricanes before then. He clearly likes the 
building blocks already in place in Vancouver, which has young franchise 
players in goalie Thatcher Demko, defenceman Quinn Hughes and 
centre Elias Pettersson. 

His challenge is to build the team around them better than Benning did 
the last two years. 

“I saw what you guys saw in the first 20 games: the team that 
underperformed,” Rutherford said. “But as I thought more about this team 
and what I saw, I saw something in it and I certainly saw a lot in this 
franchise and the Canucks brand that I decided that I'm going to take on 
this challenge. And I understand it's a challenge. We all know that. 

“That's why I'm here. I'll give it my best, and we're going to do the best 
we can to change the culture and get to a point where we have a 
consistent playoff team that can grow into a contender and give us a 
chance to get to the ultimate goal. 

“My answer (about the team), based on being 3,000 miles away and 
having my feet on the ground in Vancouver for 24 hours, is that this 
group is obviously better than the first 20 games. But I'm not so sure that 
it may be even a little better than people think.” 

Rutherford said: 

• Although the Canucks are not fast, he wants them to play quicker as 
they have under Boudreau. 

• He has compiled a list of 40 GM candidates. 

• He values diversity. 

• He has someone already in mind as an assistant GM and that 
announcement could come soon. 

• He won’t be trading away high draft picks, like he regularly did in 
Pittsburgh, because the Canucks are in a different evolutionary “cycle” 
than the Penguins team he inherited. 

On Boudreau’s effect on the Canucks so far, Rutherford said: “I say this 
with respect because I think the former coach is a really good hockey 
coach. But ... sometimes the players move away from the coach or vice 
versa. And I just think based on what happened in the first part of the 
season, that having a guy like Bruce, where he gives the players a lot of 
confidence and makes them feel good about themselves, was really the 
right guy at this time for this organization.” 

Rutherford said Aquilini asked him about hiring Boudreau before 
Rutherford became president following an extraordinary hours-long visit 
by the owner to his home. But the owner didn’t ask Rutherford how he 
felt about other front-office staff before Aquilini fired assistant GM Chris 
Gear and director of hockey operations and analytics Jonathan Wall on 
Friday. 

“I didn't request any moves,” Rutherford said. “But when you're changing 
the culture, sometimes when you have people that have been here a 
long time, it's harder to do. And what I'm trying to do is change the 
culture and get to that consistent, positive, winning attitude. And I'm not 
saying those people couldn't do it. But I think the more new, fresh people 
we have in there, the easier it's going to be to do.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' offence suddenly stagnant amid latest losing streak 

 

5-6 minutes December 13, 2021, 5:24 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Five games ago, the Edmonton Oilers had the best 
winning percentage in the NHL. 

Oh boy, does that ever seem like a long time ago. 

Losers of five straight — with just five goals scored in the first four games 
of this Homestand from Hell — the Oilers went from a team that prided 
itself on not having lost two games in a row this season, to a club that 
has now lost two games in a row four times in a row. 

“When you’re slumping, everything seems so much harder. It seems like 
you can’t score, like you can’t make a play,” said Leon Draisaitl, who has 
managed to cling to the NHL scoring lead — but just barely, tied with 
Connor McDavid — with only two points (both goals) in his past four 
games. 

What happened to a guy who had us wondering if he could score 50 
goals in 50 games? Where did the offence go? 

“It’s a hard league to score in,” he said, a matter of factly. “I said that I’m 
not going to score 82 goals. And I’m not going to score 50 in 50, 
probably, either. These slumps happen. They happen to me every year; 
they happen to every player, every year. It was going to happen at one 
point. I would love to snap out of it, sooner than later.” 

A good team can sometimes skate through a bad stretch with some 
games against clubs that can be beaten with a 50-60 per cent effort. On 
this homestand, however, they opened against a Los Angeles team that 
threw a defensive masterpiece at the Oilers, then faced a Minnesota 
team on a six-game heater. 

The Boston Bruins beat the Oilers 3-2 on a night when Edmonton had 
the better of the play, before Carolina — second in the NHL with a .722 
winning percentage — smoked Edmonton 3-1 on Saturday. 

Now it’s the Toronto Maple Leafs, who are tied atop the NHL in points 
and are 7-2-1 in their past 10. 

Edmonton could have been playing well over the past 10 days and 
dropped a few points. Come at this murderer’s row with your B game, 
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and you find an Oilers team that’s been stuck on 32 points in the 
standings for 13 days as of Tuesday. 

“I think that mentally we’re good,” Draisaitl said. “You never want to lose 
five in a row, there’s no secret to that. Tomorrow we have a great team 
coming in, but also a good chance to get back into winning.” 

The biggest issue? Sink your teeth into this stat: The Oilers have only 
scored first in nine of 26 games this season, leaving them tied for dead 
last in the NHL with Arizona, Seattle and Ottawa in that category. Any 
time you’re living in the same statistical neighborhood as those teams, 
you are going to be in the low-rent district. 

The funny thing is, only one team in the NHL has won every game it has 
scored first in. You guessed it — Edmonton. 

They’d love to score first against Toronto, just to lend some belief to the 
feeling that a new story might be unfolding, compared to the first four 
games of this homestand. Truth be told, head coach Dave Tippett just 
wants some goals — no matter when they’re scored, or by who. 

“We’ll (take) nice goals, hard goals, rush goals. ... We’ll bring ’em all out 
right now,” the coach said. “The last three games we’ve had lots of 
attempts — lots of pucks going at the net. But nothing finding its way in. 

“We had five or six Grade A opportunities (versus Carolina), and we 
missed the net or hit a foot. As much as you want to hammer that thing 
into the net it’s not going in for us right now. You’ve got to stick with it.” 

We’ve wondered about a lot of things with this Oilers club, like 
goaltending, the Bottom 6 and the blue line. But seldom did it occur to 
anyone that a team with this much horsepower in its Top 6 would come 
up against a prolonged scoring drought. 

For me, it starts with the Bottom 6, whose job it is to bail out the big boys 
and the power play every once in a while. That group has failed 
miserably, giving the Oilers just one goal by a third or fourth line in its 
past 10 games. 

Draisaitl’s advice, as hockey’s last (and perhaps next) 50-goal, 100-point 
man, is succinct: 

“You have to bear down — especially when it’s not going your way,” said 
the big German. “Pucks aren’t going in. Pucks are laying around the 
crease and we can’t find a way to get them in. That’s why you really have 
to bear down when you have that chance because one goal can really 
turn it around. One five-on-five goal can really push us to a different 
direction. 

“So, be ready when the chances come.” 

Oil Spills 

• Some injury news, with Zach Hyman not ruled out of Tuesday’s game 
against his old team. He left Saturday’s game late with an injury, but felt 
better than expected on Monday, according to Tippett. 

• Duncan Keith (back) may return Tuesday after missing eight games. 

• Goalie Mike Smith (lower body) “is not a player” for the Leafs game, 
Tippett said. But it sounds like he could be back soon, perhaps even 
Thursday against Columbus. 

• Slater Koekkoek (ankle) practised with the team for the first time 
Monday. He looks like he’s very close to playing. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' young, talented core has potential to usher in 
new era of success 

 

Wayne ScanlanDecember 13, 2021, 12:46 PM 

 

A sports team doesn’t win mass appeal until it has A-list talent. 

Fans of the Ottawa Senators are starting to recognize that some of that 
talent is here, and ripening right before our eyes. 

On Saturday afternoon, when captain Brady Tkachuk punctuated a 
watershed 4-0 victory over the reigning Stanley Cup champs from Tampa 
Bay with his first career hat trick, we just might have been witnessing a 
new era of Senators hockey. 

Set aside, for now, the franchise finances, attendance challenges, or 
management’s tendency to swing and miss on veterans in the off-
season. 

Focus, for a moment, on the five core players who have the skill and 
presence to carry the team and its fan base for years to come. 

We are speaking of the top line of Tkachuk, Josh Norris and Drake 
Batherson, teenage forward Tim Stützle and star defenceman Thomas 
Chabot, who deserves a chance to play for Canada at the Olympics, if 
the NHL players go. Add in the surprise anchor in net, Anton Forsberg, a 
29-year-old who bounced around on waivers last year from Edmonton-
Carolina-Winnipeg to Ottawa, and you have the basis of Ottawa’s current 
hot streak – four wins in their past five games. 

That Tkachuk, Norris and Batherson have combined for 24 points in the 
past six games is just part of the story with this line. Tkachuk, with seven 
goals and 10 points in those six games, has been the driving force, a tour 
de force. He says he is getting his feet under him after missing all of 
training camp while in a contract negotiation. I guess so. 

If anything, Tkachuk has gained a step from skating with those USA 
prospects in Michigan in October. Tkachuk is on pace for a 40-goal 
season, Norris in the high 30s and Batherson, the team leader in points 
with 24 despite missing five games with COVID-19, is tracking 80-plus 
points. 

Batherson has emerged as an elite RW playmaker, with a nightly display 
of vision and passing. At times, Batherson seems to have eyes in the 
back of his head – we’re thinking of a no-look pass to Stützle a couple of 
games ago. On Saturday, he sauced a pass to Norris in the slot for the 
finish to get Ottawa on the board with the only goal it would need. No. 19 
is close to an assist per game, with 16 points in 20 games played. 

There is a saying in the press box that as soon as a line gets good 
enough to earn a nickname, the coach breaks it up. That could happen 
down the road with 7-9-19, in the interest of balance. 

For now, we will treasure a trio that has the potential to be the best 
Senators line since Dany Heatley, Jason Spezza and Daniel Alfredsson 
more than a decade ago. 

“You never know how long – sometimes lines break up here and there,” 
said head coach D.J. Smith. “But that’s a line that can be good for the 
next 10, 12 years. You look at the (Patrice) Bergeron line (with Brad 
Marchand and David Pastrnak in Boston), those three guys have played 
together forever.” 

Smith at least entertains the thought of Tkachuk, Norris and Batherson 
being a unit for the long haul. Perhaps leading the way to something truly 
special in Ottawa. 

“These three guys are all best friends, they’re all big,” Smith said. 
“They’re all capable of hitting, banging other people and making plays. 
They can check, they can score. And at this point we’re trying to play 
them against everyone’s best lines – and they’re getting better every day. 

“So if I’m an Ottawa Senators fan I’m excited about getting to watch 
these three play together for a long time.” 

‘Play like it’s our last game together’ 
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I asked Tkachuk if he and his linemates talk about the potential to be an 
elite line for years to come, and he expressed hope that “one day they 
could get to be one of those top lines in the NHL.” But for now, they are 
pushing each other to be the best they can be for each other. 

Tkachuk talked about “being your best individually,” and not 
disappointing any of the linemates. 

“We want to be able to kind of prepare like we’re in the last game 
together and just give our all,” Tkachuk said. “So that’s kind of our 
motivation, to do the best for one another . . . I think we’ve all grown 
tremendously over the last couple of years.” 

In Tkachuk, that growth shows itself in subtle ways. At 22, the captain 
has maturity well beyond his years. Imagine a player of that age who 
chooses to instantly deflect a focus on his first career hat trick, to instead 
shine the light on a journeyman goaltender who happened to record his 
first NHL shutout in the same game. 

“I didn’t know (until afterwards) that it was Forsy’s first career shutout, so 
that’s probably more exciting (than the hat trick),” Tkachuk said. “He’s 
been great for us during the streak, this stretch of wins we’ve had. He’s 
been holding down the fort.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Goaltenders have been known to take circuitous routes to stability, and 
Forsberg is a supreme example of that. The Senators are his sixth NHL 
organization, and last year he was a bouncing ball on waivers as teams 
plugged holes during a pandemic year. 

Forsberg ultimately played eight games with Ottawa and was pretty 
decent, winning three times with a 3.21 goals-against and .909 save 
percentage 

This season Forsberg was expected to back up Matt Murray while Filip 
Gustavsson played in AHL Belleville, but Murray’s struggles, injuries and 
a COVID-19 diagnosis have turned that scenario on its head. Murray 
played his first game for the B-Sens on Sunday, a 26-save, 3-2 win over 
Bridgeport. How bizarre that Murray’s first victory this season would 
come at the AHL level. 

Forsberg, meanwhile, has five wins (5-4-0, 3.34, .904), including every 
one of those four wins in Ottawa’s past five games. He has been a rock, 
and full value for Saturday’s 25-save shutout. His first in the league. 

Forsberg's emergence in net has brought Senators some serious stability 

“It brings a lot of confidence,” Forsberg said, of the shutout. “It’s just a 
great memory to have. I’ve been waiting for a while. I don’t know how 
many games I have (66), but getting a shutout, it just feels good.” 

Forsberg had some important company at the podium, his two-year-old 
son, Ben. That Forsberg was able to get the shutout at home, in a 
matinee game with his family present, made the event all the more 
special. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Thriving California NHL teams have 
fans dreaming again 

 

Ryan Dixon 

December 13, 2021, 11:32 AM 

 

I suspect a lot of people who don’t live in the state often wonder about — 
especially at this slush-filled time of year in Canada and the northern 
U.S. — the regenerative properties of California. The sun, the waves, the 
wine: I mean, there has to be a reason for all those love-letter pop songs. 

Look around ‘The Golden State’ right now and you’ll find a few veteran 
guys — many of them California lifers in terms of their NHL career — are 
playing like they’ve never felt fresher. 

Start at the top, where Erik Karlsson’s blue-line clapper on Saturday as 
the San Jose Sharks downed the visiting Dallas Stars 2-1. The former 
Ottawa Senator is in Year 4 in Northern California and aside from a short 
stint on the COVID protocol list, things could not be going better this 
season for the 31-year-old. 

His tally against Dallas was Karlsson’s eighth goal of the campaign, 
equaling his best single-season total since joining the Sharks from 
Ottawa in a 2018 training camp mega swap. Among defencemen, only 
Roman Josi (nine) and Cale Makar (12) have more goals than Karlsson, 
who is playing at a 68-point clip. The Swede won the 2015 Norris Trophy 
and finished runner-up each of the next two years. Since then, though, 
he hasn’t had a top-10 finish. Truly climbing into the Norris conversation 
this year may be a bridge too far for Karlsson, but it’s great to see him 
(hopefully) leave his nagging injury history behind and play more like the 
daring wizard we knew in Canada’s capital. 

Speaking of award-winning defenceman, Drew Doughty has continued 
his renaissance season since returning ahead of schedule on Dec. 2 
from a knee injury. Doughty picked up a helper in the Los Angeles Kings’ 
2-1 win over the Minnesota Wild on Saturday, as the home side made 
sure Minny’s win streak stopped at eight games. Doughty, who turned 32 
last week, has played just 10 games this season, but his 1.2 points-per-
game mark in those contests is second only to the scorching Devon 
Toews (20 points in 15 games for a 1.33 figure) among D-men. 

And how about Doughty’s longtime teammate, Jonathan Quick? The 
goalie, who turns 36 next month, has won three straight games, raising 
his save percentage to .933 in 15 outings. Only four puck stoppers in the 
league with at least 10 appearances have a better mark. (One of them, 
by the way, is 33-year-old Sharks goalie James Reimer, whose .937 
number is further evidence of some kind of California comeback theme in 
the air). As for Quick, he hasn’t finished a season with a save percentage 
above .904 since 2017-18. 

Meanwhile, the Anaheim Ducks wrapped a five-game roadie with a 3-2 
extra-time victory over the St. Louis Blues on Sunday, giving them seven 
of a possible 10 points on the voyage. The day before Anaheim was 
blanked 1-0 by the Pittsburgh Penguins, but the club did welcome Ryan 
Getzlaf back from a lower-body ailment that shelved him for five games. 
The 36-year-old captain — thanks to a helper-heavy 1-19-20 stat line — 
is producing points at his best rate (0.80 points-per-game) since 2017-18. 
His fellow California-based pivots Anze Kopitar and Logan Couture are 
also experiencing surges this year, with the 34-year-old Kopitar scoring 
at his best clip since a career-high 92-point year in 2017-18, while the 32-
year-old Couture’s 0.89 points-per-game is actually the hottest pace of 
his NHL tenure. 

In terms of team performances, Pacific Division-leading Anaheim is one 
of the league’s biggest revelations thanks largely to the fact they’ve found 
the next generation of California stars with Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras. 
The Sharks — to the surprise of many who predicted this team full of 
bloated contracts would sink — are firmly in the Western Conference 
playoff picture, while the Kings — perhaps the only disappointing outfit of 
the three, depending on who you talk to — cruise along around the .500 
mark. 

Not so long ago, all three of these teams were perennial playoff 
contenders with big-time post-season aspirations. That may not be the 
case today, but a handful of rejuvenated vets are doing all they can to 
help fans of these California teams start dreamin’ again. 

Other Takeaways 
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• Any conversation about surprise teams has to include the Nashville 
Predators at this point. The Preds won 3-2 in Newark over the New 
Jersey Devils on Friday, then scraped out a 1-0 victory at Madison 
Square Garden against the New York Rangers on Sunday. Those W’s 
came despite the fact Matt Duchene was sidelined for both contests, 
while Ryan Johansen was forced to miss the Rangers game thanks to 
COVID protocol. Both of those guys — similar to the California vets — 
have been experiencing huge bounce-back seasons, as have Mikael 
Granlund and Filip Forsberg. Add to all that rebounding Roman Josi 
going to even another level offensively and Juuse Saros taking the 
crease torch from fellow Finn Pekka Rinne, and you can see why the 
Preds — winners of five straight — sit second in the Central Division. 

Halfway through last year we thought there could be a fire sale in 
Nashville. However, since March 15, 2021 — basically the mid-point 
point of that truncated campaign — the Predators own a .679 points 
percentage in 56 games. Only six clubs in the league have a better mark 
over that span, so maybe we all wrote David Poile’s squad off a little 
prematurely. 

• We mentioned Max Pacioretty was looking good last week after his 
return from injury and, boy, has that continued. The big winger scored for 
the eighth time in six games on Sunday, 
https://www.nhl.com/video/paciorettys-breakaway-goal/t-277350912/c-
9885969 helping the Vegas Golden Knights down Minnesota 6-4. That 
gives Pacioretty 10 goals in 10 games this year as he’s finding a new 
gear one month after his 33rd birthday. 

• Just for fun, let’s toss out some “Since the start of December” small-
sample-size facts about the Canadian teams. The top three points 
percentages belong to Vancouver (.833, tied for best in the NHL), 
Winnipeg (.700) and Ottawa (.667). The worst, of course, belongs to 
Montreal at .100, only slightly below Edmonton’s .167. Only Detroit, 
Arizona and Philadelphia are giving up more goals per game than the 
Leafs, while Calgary ranks 28th in goals-for per game, right ahead of 
Edmonton at 29th. The Leafs power play scores 50 percent of the time 
it’s on the ice, while Toronto’s penalty-killing is sixth-worst in the league. 

• Now, to top of a pretty zany couple of weeks, all of Calgary’s games are 
postponed through at least Dec. 16 thanks to COVID protocol. 

Weekend Warrior 

Andre Burakovsky entered the weekend with seven goals on the season, 
but he’s up to 12 after bagging a brace on Friday in Detroit and netting a 
hatty during Colorado’s win over Florida on Sunday. The Avs, by the 
way, have been averaging six goals a game for about a month. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (19-8-2): Auston Matthews is up to 11 tallies in 
his past nine games after netting another won in Toronto’s wild 5-4 win 
over the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday night. 

2. Calgary Flames (15-7-6): Here’s hoping the COVID-forced hiatus is as 
short as possible. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (13-9-5): The Jets were downed by Vancouver in a 
shootout on Friday, but Mark Scheifele scored to run his point streak to 
five games. He has five goals and nine points in that span. 

4. Edmonton Oilers (16-10-0): The offence has dried up during a losing 
streak that hit five games after Saturday’s 3-1 setback versus Carolina. 
The Oilers have scored one goal in three of their past four games and 
only netted two in the other one. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (12-15-2): They’re not saying boo, they’re saying 
“Bouuuu-Dreauuu! Bouuuu-Dreauuuu!” 

6. Ottawa Senators (8-16-1): What a find Drake Batherson, who had 
three helpers during Saturday’s 4-0 win over Tampa Bay, has been. The 
2017 fourth-rounder has 24 points in 20 contests this year. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (6-20-3): The list of injured Habs has grown 
longer than an eight-year-old’s wish list for Christmas. The Canadiens 

lost on Saturday to St. Louis without the services of Brendan Gallagher, 
Jeff Petry, Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson, Jake Evans, Joel Edmundson, 
Christian Dvorak, Paul Byron, Carey Price and Shea Weber. 

The Week Ahead 

• Suddenly there are no games on Monday night. The only one originally 
on the slate — Flames at Hawks — is quashed by Calgary’s COVID 
concerns. 

• One week after Jacob Trouba laid out Nathan MacKinnon at Madison 
Square Garden, the Rangers visit the Avs on Tuesday. 

• That same night, Matthews and Connor McDavid will go head-to-head 
in Edmonton. 

• On Saturday, the Boston Bruins will visit Montreal for the first time in 
more than two years. 
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TSN.CA / ‘Special player’ Bedard simply wouldn't be denied 

 

Mark Masters 

10-12 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the upcoming 
World Junior Hockey Championship. Hockey Canada named its 25-man 
roster for the World Juniors on Sunday. The team travelled to Banff, 
Alta., to open a training camp on Monday.  

It's rare for Team Canada to take a 16-year-old to the World Juniors but, 
in the end, Connor Bedard made the decision easy this year.  

"He's one of those elite players that the higher the level and the better 
the players, the better he is," said Alan Millar, Hockey Canada's director 
of player personnel. "He came into this camp and said, 'You got to put 
me on the team. I'm going to play this well.'"  

Bedard scored two goals and picked up an assist during regulation time 
in Saturday's game against U Sports players. He then added an assist 
during a dominant shift in three-on-three overtime.  

"I didn't know if I was going to make it or not," Bedard said. "I knew it 
would be tough, but I wanted to show them what kind of player I was." 

On Sunday, the Regina Pats phenom moved from right wing to centre 
and wasn't quite as dynamic, but still produced two primary assists. He 
finished the camp with six points. No other player had more than two.  

"He played a real competitive game," Millar observed of Sunday's effort. 
"He tracked hard. He whacked and hacked a little bit against a veteran U 
Sport team. We had no option, but to put him on our team." 

The North Vancouver native is joining an exclusive club. The other 16-
year-old forwards to play for Team Canada at the World Juniors are 
Connor McDavid, Sidney Crosby, Jason Spezza, Eric Lindros and 
Wayne Gretzky.  

"You hear the list of names and you can't really believe it," Bedard said. 
"For me to be a part of that group is pretty surreal. I'm grateful they 
picked me. It's a lot to pick a 16-year-old. I'm grateful to be part of that 
group."  

Making the team at 16 is hard, but producing at 16 is even harder. 
McDavid finished with one goal and three assists when he played as a 
16-year-old at the 2014 event in Malmo, Sweden where Canada finished 
fourth.  
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"I'm hoping I can contribute and be a difference maker," Bedard said. 

"He's a special player and more than deserving to make the team," said 
Kingston Frontenacs centre Shane Wright, who is projected to be the first 
overall pick in the 2022 NHL draft. "He's a guy who can score from 
almost anywhere." 

Bedard's shot is already a lethal weapon.  

"It's just very fast," said Soo Greyhounds defenceman Ryan O'Rourke. 
"It's very unpredictable, very deceptive and very quick. You have to be 
extra aware when he's on the ice. And when he's on your team it's 
definitely a help and you're looking to get the puck to him." 

"He gives us lots of options particularly on the right side," said Millar. "It's 
a well-deserved opportunity for the young man."  

'You can't really believe it': Bedard adds name to exclusive World Junior 
list 

Connor Bedard followed in the footsteps of Connor McDavid, Jay 
Bouwmeester, Sidney Crosby, Jason Spezza, Eric Lindros and Wayne 
Gretzky by being named to Canada’s World Junior team at age 16. The 
Regina Pats phenom spoke to TSN about what it means and what he 
hopes to accomplish in Edmonton. 

Donovan Sebrango is a superstitious guy.  

"In my stall, I like things – my water bottle, my tape – to the right of me," 
the Grand Rapids Griffins defenceman said. "I always have to use a new 
roll of clear tape on my shin pads every game. And sometimes I'll change 
things to see if things change."  

The latest example came at Canada's selection camp. Sebrango, the 
Detroit Red Wings’ third-round pick in 2020, was among the final cuts last 
year.  

"Usually I come in with a bit shorter hair and a bit of a shaved face," he 
said. "It didn't go well for me last time, wasn't able to make the team, so I 
came in this year with longer hair and a bit more scruff ... I came in with a 
different look."  

It worked. On Sunday night, Sebrango learned he would be one of 
Canada's eight defencemen at the World Juniors.  

"It's definitely a nerve-wracking day, but it's one of the days you dream 
of," he said. "It's what you play the game for, those kind of days."  

And while Sebrango is superstitious, the truth is it's his game that earned 
him a ticket to Edmonton.  

"Just consistency and playing the game simple," he said of his camp 
performance. "There's nothing too special to my game. Just playing 
simple, breaking pucks out and being a physical guy."  

Carson Lambos thought the Grey Cup would be a good distraction as he 
awaited Team Canada's final cuts. The Winnipeg native, who plays 
defence for the Winnipeg Ice, was cheering on his hometown team.  

"I wanted to be able to watch, but I was too stressed to follow and pay 
attention to what was going on," the 18-year-old Minnesota Wild prospect 
said. "A lot of pacing in my room."  

Finally, the good news arrived.  

"It was a pretty surreal feeling. I don't know if it's really settled in yet. You 
grow up dreaming of making this team and to finally hear I'm actually 
going to be a part of this team, it's an incredible feeling."  

The call with his parents and brother afterwards was all the sweeter for 
Lambos considering his path to this point. 

"There's been some highs and lows the past year for myself, personally, 
so to have that moment with them is pretty special. It feels like we came 
a long way. It's good to share it with them." 

Lambos only played four games during his draft season due to a medical 
issue.   

"I tried to keep the big picture in mind through the lows and know that 
they happen," he said, "but it's definitely difficult at times when you're 
down."  

The World Junior dream remained a source of motivation throughout.  

"Coming back from that and just trying to work hard with this in mind as a 
big goal ... I learned how much the game means to me," Lambos said. "I 
learned having family and close friends around me, supporting through 
the hard times, is important." 

Lambos faced more adversity as Canada's selection camp opened. He 
was nursing an upper-body injury and wore a non-contact sweater in the 
first practice.  

"Pretty tight timeline with my injury and trying to get ready for the games 
so to see the way things worked out was pretty great," he said. "A little bit 
stressful at the start, but to be feeling good and healthy by the time I 
needed to be was a great feeling."  

Now, Lambos will look to follow in the footsteps of the Bombers and bring 
a championship home.  

"I didn't see the ending until after it happened," Lambos said of the Grey 
Cup. "The timing was tight. A lot going on in one day ... It was a good day 
for Winnipeg." 

While Sebrango, Lambos and others celebrated, it was a heartbreaking 
night for Moose Jaw Warriors defenceman Daemon Hunt. The Calgary 
native got injured during the final camp game on Sunday courtesy of a 
blocked shot. 

"That was really tough," said Millar. "I drafted Daemon as a 15-year-old in 
Moose Jaw in the first round. This young man has not had a lot of luck in 
his areer so far in terms of injuries. Significant injury in his draft year, 
COVID at camp last year and now a hand injury at camp just moments 
before he was going to be named to the national junior team. I met with 
Daemon and gave him a hug and told him I was proud of him. There's 
not much more you can say in this situation." 

The other defenceman released on Sunday was Brandon's Vincent Iorio, 
who was the only right-shot candidate. So, Canada is going with an all-
lefty defence.  

"It's definitely something new," said O'Rourke, "but nowadays players are 
so good I don't think it really matters what side you put us on."  

"Even when you're playing your strong side you get switched up all the 
time," Lambos pointed out. "The way hockey is today, it's a lot less 
structured and staying in your spot. Guys are going off their skill so you 
have to have that versatility and adaptability to read off where guys are."  

Lambos has never played consistent minutes on his off side, but he got a 
look on the right in Sunday's game.  

"I feel comfortable there," he said. "I've been practising a lot there these 
past few weeks leading up to this knowing there's a strong possibility I'll 
end up playing there. It's little things, but if I'm comfortable with the puck 
and confident that's really what it comes down to. I think I can make an 
impact on both sides."  

Canada only allowed two goals during the selection camp and only one 
in five-on-five play.  

"Really encouraged by the way we transitioned, the way we moved 
pucks," Millar said of the defensive group, "how hard we moved pucks 
and got up the ice."  

The selection camp was relatively stress-free for Canada's goalies. 
Edmonton's Sebastian Cossa, Kamloops' Dylan Garand and London's 
Brett Brochu all secured their spots when the roster was announced.  
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"I was pumped to get that call," said the undrafted Brochu. "That's pretty 
huge so we can just have the mindset of playing well, getting used to the 
guys in front of you and getting ready for the tournament." 

Each goalie allowed four goals during their selection camp appearances.  

"All three goalies have been very good," Millar said. "There's certainly no 
hierarchy there quite yet."  

Canada will play three pre-tournament games, which will help determine 
who gets the start on Boxing Day.  

Hockey Canada lines in Sunday's game:  

Cuylle - Lapierre - Tverberg 

Dean - Desnoyers - Stankoven 

Bourgault - Finley - Evangelista  

Roy - Bedard - Dufour 

Sebrango - Zellweger  

Seeley - Iorio 

O'Rourke - Cormier  

Hunt - Lambos  

Brochu 

Garand and Cossa played for the U Sports team 
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TSN.CA / Oilers’ depth players dragging team down again 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

What has happened to the Edmonton Oilers? 

That’s the question around Oil Country right now, and for good reason. 

The Oilers, who grabbed the National Hockey League’s pole position in 
the early part of the season, are struggling of late. 

The team is 4-6-0 in their past 10 games, losers of five straight, now tied 
for 12th in full-season goal differential. The team is still well-positioned in 
the Pacific Division, but with the Vegas Golden Knights getting healthy 
and baseline improvement in the California teams, tougher questions are 
being asked. 

Coming into the season, the Oilers knew that if they could check three 
key boxes, they would be positioned for a Stanley Cup run. In no 
particular order: 

- The team needed to see defensive improvement with their big guns on 
the ice. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are perhaps the two 
deadliest attackers in the league and have been for some time, but it 
hasn’t amounted to the type of net-goal dominance you would expect. By 
way of quick example: McDavid, inarguably the best player in the world, 
had a trailing three-year goal differential of +24 at even strength. That’s 
70th percentile across qualified skaters. 

- An extension of the same point: the goaltending department is 
vulnerable and has been for a few years. The organization, invested at 
other positions heading into this season, opted to run it back with 
veterans Mikko Koskinen and Mike Smith. Stuart Skinner, in Smith’s 

absence, has seen rotational time as well. The plan here wasn’t for 
greatness but rather respectability. 

- Edmonton’s depth players needed to be a factor. Perhaps the most 
exhausted discussion of the last decade, the Oilers have never been able 
to figure out a lineup that doesn’t get killed when its best players are on 
the bench. It’s an area the organization attacked the past two summers. 

Twenty-six games into the regular season, I think it’s safe to say point 
one has been satisfied and point two is at least up for debate. McDavid 
and Draisaitl again lead the league in scoring, with a blistering power 
play to boot. They also have turned those goals-against numbers around 
– Draisaitl, for example, is tied for 15th best in the league in net goals at 
even strength, tied with players like Florida’s Alex Barkov. 

The goaltending has been okay, considering the offensive production. 
The team’s 19th in league save percentage across all situations. Smith 
has been hurt, but when adjusting for the quality of shots faced, Skinner 
(+1.4 goals saved against expected) and Koskinen (-1.0 goals saved 
against expected) are right around league average. 

And then there’s the depth, which has been utterly and routinely crushed 
– increasingly so as the season has progressed. 

Let’s use Draisaitl’s on/off minutes as a quick example of such. The 
below shows cumulative net-goals and expected net-goals since the 
season opener. Look at that slide: 

You expect your best and highest-paid players to drive big goal 
differentials. That’s exactly what Draisaitl and his line are doing. We see 
a similar effect when isolating for shifts from the McDavid line versus the 
rest of the lineup. 

But you can only play your star players so much. Draisaitl and McDavid 
carry two of the highest usage rates in the entire league, seeing a 
whopping 37 per cent of available Oilers’ even-strength minutes. Add that 
to the power-play units they carry, and you have situations where both 
forwards are playing defenceman-like minutes, easing into the mid-20s 
most nights. 

That’s a ton of time for Edmonton to win, relative to other teams and their 
respective star players. But it’s still, relatively, a small piece of the pie. It’s 
a zero-sum game, and if McDavid and Draisaitl are seeing 36 per cent of 
even-strength time, that’s an awful lot of minutes the Oilers must win 
without their help. 

Said another way: the breadth of performance within the Oilers’ lineup is 
starting to be of concern. Of the 25 players at 50 minutes or more this 
season, they have just four other players – Jesse Puljujarvi, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, Kris Russell, and William Lagesson – above water in 
goals. Most of the roster is underwater. In the cases of players like Derek 
Ryan (-13), Warren Foegele (-7), Philip Broberg (-7), and Colton 
Sceviour (-6), by a considerable margin. 

In a hard-cap league, it’s hard to invest everywhere. The Oilers rightfully 
wrote blank cheques to both McDavid and Draisaitl, knowing it would 
handcuff their ability to be aggressive in the market and force them to be 
savvy buyers and strong developers of their own players. 

There is plenty of time to right the ship. But you cannot win a Stanley 
Cup (or a division title for that matter) when your depth players have 
been outscored by 19 goals over the course of 26 games. And once 
again, every game that Edmonton’s big guns do not win is at high risk of 
becoming a loss – look no further than the dismal effort against a deeper 
Carolina team on Saturday for an example of such. 

Edmonton needs answers down the lineup, and quickly. 
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