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Canes coach, staffer test positive for COVID; team skates on as other NHL clubs pause 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ COVID-19 issues, like other teams 
in the NHL, continue to grow and become more worrisome. 

The Canes said Friday that goaltending coach Paul 
Schonfelder and a support-staff member, who was not 
named, had been added to the NHL COVID protocol. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that Schonfelder’s 
COVID status was concerning. Schonfelder is in close to 
proximity to goalies Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, 
both on the ice in workouts and during goalie meetings, and 
also with the other coaches in their meetings. 

Schonfelder has been meticulous in following all the COVID 
safeguards doing the pandemic, Brind’Amour said. 

“It’s a hold-your-breath every day,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re 
around Paul a lot. I know if there’s a guy who does 
everything right ... we didn’t eat together on the road, we 
separate, we did everything. Yet he tested (positive). 

“Nobody is immune to getting it, from the looks of it.” 

The “looks of it” continue to worsen in the NHL. The league 
has shut down the Calgary Flames until further notice, 
postponing games, and closed the training facilities of the 
Florida Panthers and Colorado Avalanche and postponed 
games through the Christmas holiday break. 

Canes president and GM Don Waddell held a press 
conference Thursday before the Hurricanes hosted the Red 
Wings to address the Canes’ COVID situation. He said he 
did not expect the NHL to pause the season. 

“I think we’re going to keep pushing,” Waddell said. 
“Obviously you can’t predict what’s going to happen here in 
the next few weeks, but in talking to the league ... the league 
is going to continue to go forward, again not knowing what’s 
going to happen tomorrow.” 

The Canes’ currently have six players on the protocol list and 
now in quarantine in Raleigh — forwards Jordan Staal, 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Steven Lorentz and Seth 
Jarvis, and defenseman Ian Cole. Also on the list and 
quarantined is massage therapist Mike Maresca. 

Defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
tested positive for COVID-19 in late November but have 
returned to play. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs said Friday that John Tavares and 
Alex Kerfoot had been put on the protocol list — the first 
Leafs players affected. 

The Toronto Star in a story Friday said the Canes game at 
Calgary on Dec. 9 “appears to have been the epicentre (sic) 
of the current outbreaks.” The Star story noted the Canes 
then played in Edmonton and Vancouver, teams which now 
have players in the protocol. 

Waddell said Wednesday it was impossible to know if the 
Flames game led to the Canes’ COVID problems. Aho, 
Jarvis and Maresca tested positive in Vancouver, and then 
Staal, Svechnikov, Lorentz and Cole in Minnesota, where the 
Canes’ game Tuesday against the Wild was postponed after 
the additional positive tests. 

“We can only speculate,” Waddell said in an interview. “We 
went there and then Boston played there on Saturday and 
now they have five or six players going out. Who knows? 
Could be the hotel — we both stayed in the same hotel. It 
could be so many factors that it’s hard to pinpoint where you 
actually got it.” 

The Canes (20-7-1) were allowed some emergency callups 
for the game Thursday against the Detroit Red Wings at 
PNC Arena, but also had to play short two skaters. The 
Canes won 5-3, and have a full 20-man roster, with 18 
skaters, in facing the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday at PNC 
Arena — for now. 

The Canes players and Meresca were flown back to Raleigh 
on Thursday in a private jet to complete their quarantine. 
Brind’Amour said he had spoken to them and that each 
seemed to be without symptoms. 

“Everybody’s feeling good, so I guess that’s the positive of 
the whole thing,” he said. 

The Canes continue to be tested daily and held a practice 
Friday at PNC Arena. Forward Derek Stepan was not at the 
practice but Brind’Amour said the veteran was given the day 
off and had no other issues. 

The Canes on Friday recalled forwards Josh Leivo and C.J. 
Smith from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 
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Plans Change: Drury's Path To A Captivating NHL Debut 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Thursday morning Jack Drury began his 
media availability with a laugh, humorously enjoying when he 
was asked, "this is just how you dreamed your first call up, 
right?" 

The Hurricanes' 2018 second round draft selection had just 
been officially recalled to the big club, selected as one of 
three players to replenish the team's roster due to six skaters 
recently being placed in COVID-19 Protocol. 

This time last year the then 20-year-old was in Vaxjo, 
Sweden, playing his first season in professional hockey. It 
wasn't a part of the original plan. 

In February of 2016 the New York-born forward committed to 
Harvard University while a member of the Chicago Mission 
16U AAA team. His commitment was set to begin for the 
2018-19 season, which presumably meant that he would be 
at the school and playing collegiately until the conclusion of 
the 2021-22 season. Of course at some point during that he 
had hoped to potentially be drafted, providing some sort of 
path for a post-graduate career. 

Looking beyond that, the ideal plan then for him was 
probably make the transition to pro hockey, try and make the 
team out of training camp, but more than likely play at least 
one year with a minor league affiliate. So, following being 
selected four years ago, the ideology was to maybe flirt with 
making the roster in Raleigh for the 2023-24 campaign. 

That process took a turn to say the least due to all that's 
transpired over the last 21 months. When it was ruled that 
the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference (ECAC) wasn't 
going to have a 2020-21 season, a decision had to be made 
as to what would be next for Drury and his development 
toward becoming a Hurricane. 

Thus, Sweden. 

Drury knocked that challenge out of the park, posting 30 
points in 41 games and an additional 11 in 14 post-season 
contests, despite all of the obstacles and hurdles that he was 
faced with. It was no longer navigating classroom to 
classroom at a prestigious institution and balancing the life of 
being a student athlete, it was adapting to playing hockey at 
the highest level in a foreign country, thousands of miles 
from home in the midst of a global pandemic. 

With the world taking some strides back toward normalcy, 
the young man's journey was able to come back to playing in 
North America this season, beginning the campaign with the 
Chicago Wolves, the team's American Hockey League 
affiliate. To say he left an impression there in his first 23 
games would be an understatement, as shown clearly by the 
way others speak of him. 

"He's just a true pro on and off the ice. He's a great kid," 
Andrew Poturalski, who had quite the night of his own on 
Thursday remarked glowingly of his teammate. "I can't say 
enough about the little things that he does right. He does 
everything the right way. He stays after it, he works hard, he 
does workouts when they're not mandatory and he does all 
the right stuff that you can't teach when guys are that young. 
He's faster on the learning curve than most guys his age and 
in his position." 

Maturity and an enthusiasm to get better are two common 
factors when you ask anybody about Drury. Whether that 
has been a fabric of him, he's already learned it through 
influence of the organizational culture curated by Rod 
Brind'Amour, somewhere in the middle, or both, no matter 
how you slice it, the fit already appears to be clear. 

"His willingness to do it right all over the ice, that's a big 
part," the head coach began when speaking on some of the 
tools showcased by the latest prospect to make the jump. 
"He already plays the right way, he's competitive, he wants 
to learn and that's all positive stuff that makes you think that 
he's going to be around a long time. He already has the skill 
set. He knows how to play. He knows where he should be."  

It became evident to those who were at PNC Arena, as well 
as those who watched or listened to the broadcast of the 
team's 5-3 victory over the Detroit Red Wings, just why 
everyone seems to be speaking of the team's #72 so highly. 
From the traditional helmetless solo lap to kick off warmups 
to the must-see post-game first star interview, Drury was full 
of smiles and in the moment throughout, offering the 
presence of someone that you just want to cheer for. 

Having etched his first NHL goal in the contest, you could 
say that his tenure here in Raleigh is off and running on good 
terms. Not bad for someone whose plan going into the 
contest was just to "stay present". 

But, as he knows, things don't always go according to plan. 
Sometimes they turn out better.
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Hurricanes relying on newcomers again vs. Kings 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes are finding out about many of the 
less experienced players in their organization out of 
necessity. 

In a small sample size, they like what they've seen. 

The Hurricanes will be calling upon some relative 
newcomers again Saturday night when the Los Angeles 
Kings visit Raleigh, N.C. 

"Just our organizational depth speaks volumes," defenseman 
Brett Pesce said of players called up from the minor leagues 
making immediate contributions. 

The Hurricanes beat the Detroit Red Wings 5-3 Thursday 
night with just 16 skaters. Three of them were on the ice for 
Carolina for the first time this season, including Jack Drury in 
his NHL debut, Stefan Noesen in his first game with the 
Hurricanes and Andrew Poturalski in his first NHL game in 4 
1/2 years. 

The situation stemmed largely from players in COVID 
protocols along with a couple of injuries. 

Carolina team president and general manager Don Waddell 
said the roster set-up could improve. 

"We lobbied to get players, obviously," Waddell said. "To 
play short-handed for more than one game would really be 
tough for our players." 

Under the league's guidelines, Waddell said the Hurricanes 
should be able to add two more players after one game with 
the active roster reduced by two. Still, those call-ups must fall 
under certain salary limitations. 

He said the Hurricanes support the idea of trying to maintain 
the regular schedule, particularly after the postponement of 
Tuesday's game at Minnesota. 

"It's hard to make up games," Waddell said. "The league is 
going to try to continue to go forward. They want to try to 
play games as much as they can. I think everybody is in the 
same boat we are." 

The Hurricanes, who've won five of their last six games, 
received a boost Thursday night from the return of Pesce 
and defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who scored a goal. They 
had missed seven straight games because of COVID 
protocols. 

Pesce was on the ice for more than 23 minutes and 
DeAngelo logged more than 19 minutes. 

"It says a lot about those two guys that they can step in, not 
playing in forever, and not miss a beat," said coach Rod 
Brind'Amour, whose team has another home game slated for 
Sunday. 

This will be the third stop in a four-game road trip for the 
Kings, who've won three of their last four games overall. 
They topped the Florida Panthers 4-1 on Thursday night. 

"We've had a very streaky team thus far," Kings forward 
Dustin Brown said. "It's important to find the momentum and 
keep the momentum going." 

Both teams had players score their first NHL goals Thursday 
night. For Los Angeles, it was Matt Kiersted. For Carolina, it 
was Drury. 

The Kings will be playing a second game in a row against a 
team with roster replacements because of COVID protocols 
and injuries. Florida used 16 skaters in that game. 

Los Angeles goalie Jonathan Quick has posted victories in 
four of his last five outings -- so in less than two weeks, he 
has doubled his season wins total. 

"He has been outstanding," Kings coach Todd McLellan said. 

Carolina won 5-4 on Nov. 20 at Los Angeles in the first 
meeting of the season. 
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About Last Night: Never Tell Me The Odds! 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes got maybe their most impressive 
win of the season Thursday night in PNC Arena, beating the 
Detroit Red Wings 5-3 in a game where the Canes only 
dressed 16 skaters.  

Carolina had to battle through some pretty severe adversity, 
with six players on the COVID list and a couple more out 
injured. The Canes made the most of their shortened, 
inexperienced in a lot of places roster and pulled out a win, 
shooting down the Red Wings on Star Wars Night in PNC.  

Nino Niederreiter led the way with two goals, while rookie 
Jack Drury scored his first goal in his first NHL game. Tony 
DeAngelo, in his return from COVID protocols, added a goal, 
while Vincent Trocheck made it 5 with an empty net.  

Some thoughts on the mighty impressive win: 

Never tell me the odds! 

While the Canes were technically still the betting favorite 
heading into Thursday night’s meeting with the Red Wings, 
things were stacked pretty heavily against Carolina.  

The Hurricanes were playing with just 16 skaters, two short, 
with three of those skaters being call-ups made Thursday 
afternoon to help quell the loss of six players on the COVID 
list (including some of the team’s best players in Sebastian 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov).  

And with a shortened roster and a few stars missing, the 
Hurricanes prevailed to beat the Red Wings 5-3.  

“Nothing surprises me with this group,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “When you think it maybe it will be a little too 
tough, they find a way. Just a gritty effort up and down the 
lineup from pretty much everybody. It was one of those 
special wins.” 

It would have been really, really easy for the Canes to fold in 
this game. Just 16 skaters, three of which were just called up 
and two of which were Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo 
playing for the first time in a few weeks, and it would have 
been a very forgivable loss.  

But so far this season (and really the last few under 
Brind’Amour), that’s not been the Hurricanes’ mantra. 
Carolina has consistently had a high level of compete, and 
sometimes that’s what you need to win a hockey game.  

“We competed from the get go,” Niederreiter said. “We stuck 
to our game plan. Obviously they got a couple of easy goals 
on us, but we knew we just had to stick to it and battle as 
hard as we can and play simple, and I think that’s why we 
got rewarded at the end.” 

Already know you, that which you need 

A big reason for the Hurricanes’ win Thursday night was the 
new guys, as the trio of Drury, Andrew Poturalski and Stefan 
Noesen came up from Chicago last minute and contributed 
to the win.  

Drury scored his first career goal, while Poturalski secured 
his first career point. All three guys played and all three guys 
produced at least one high-danger chance, with Poturalski 
contributing on the power play and Drury playing on the 
penalty kill.  

“They were huge,” Brind’Amour said. “Got to give 
management a lot of credit this offseason just making sure 
we had those guys down there. Guys that could play and had 
experience. I think that’s been huge, and I think it’s good 
draft picks. Good by management again recognizing the kind 
of players we need around here.” 

It started early in the first period, with Poturalski making an 
important play on the power play to help open up the scoring. 
He collected a puck in the circle and rifled a dangerous shot 
on net, which eventually led to a score from Niederreiter to 
make it 1-0.  

Then later in the first with the game tied 2-2, Drury got into 
space in the slot and fired a good shot on Alex Nedeljkovic. 
A heavy rebound came right back to the stick of Drury, and 
he slotted it home for his first NHL goal in his first NHL game.  

“That was incredible,” Drury said. “Really fun to get the win 
and obviously getting the goal was cool.” 

Drury, Poturalski and Noesen coming up and making a 
difference isn’t necessarily a shock, and it isn’t the first time 
this year it’s happened that way for the Canes. When Pesce 
and DeAngelo went to the COVID protocol a few weeks ago 
(both returning Thursday night and playing quite well, with 
DeAngelo scoring), Jalen Chatfield and Maxime Lajoie came 
up and didn’t miss a beat, with Chatfield garnering consistent 
praise for his play. 

“I think all of our players in Chicago are really good and 
getting to play with a couple of them tonight made it easy,” 
Drury said. “It felt seamless. I think the culture we have in 
Carolina blends down into Chicago, and I think we bring that 
same work ethic that they do up here and try to have the 
same mentality. That way whenever someone’s number is 
called, they’re ready.” 

It’s certainly been something that has helped the Hurricanes 
survive the first parts of this spell of COVID, and it’s 
something that will likely need to continue as the team has to 
keep moving forward without some key players. But 
nonetheless, it’s something that says a lot about where the 
organization is at.  
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“Organizational depth,” Pesce said. “It speaks volumes to the 
scouting staff and front office. It’s amazing. You saw Jack 
scoring, and he was making things happen. [Poturalski] got 
his first NHL point. They’re not just playing and going through 
the motions, they’re contributing to that win. That’s exciting to 
see.” 

Somebody has to save our skins. Into the garbage shoot, fly 
boy 

It’s hard enough to play without six regular starters (seven, if 
you include the injured Jordan Martinook). It’s even harder 
when two of those guys are Aho and Svechnikov.  

With two of their leading scorers sidelined the Canes needed 
someone to step up offensively and shoulder the load, and 
Niederreiter was the man for the job. He finished the game 
with two goals, his first multi-goal game of the year.  

He got the scoring started in the first period on the power 
play, positioning himself well on the side of the crease to 

smack in a rebound off a Poturalski blast deflected in front by 
Jesper Fast.  

And while they count the same, Niederreiter’s second goal of 
the night was a bit more spectacular. Mere seconds into the 
final period with the game tied, Niederreiter carried the puck 
into the offensive zone and exposed an opening left by 
Nedeljkovic with a rocket.  

Niederreiter was impressive throughout, finishing with five 
shots and the two goals. He stepped up in a spot where the 
Hurricanes needed somebody to step up, and it led to a 
really, really gritty victory.  

“We were missing quite a few key players, but we knew 
coming into this game that the older guys had to step up and 
lead by example,” Niederreiter said. “I think that’s what we 
did. The younger guys followed us up, and I think it was a 
really gutsy win for us.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Bokk turns up Wolves’ streak to 11 

Forward Dominik Bokk dashed the length of the ice, spun at 
the top of the left circle and scored 2:50 into overtime to 
extend the Chicago Wolves’ winning streak to 11 games with 
a 1-0 victory over the Milwaukee Admirals Friday night at 
Panther Arena. 

Rookie goaltender Eetu Makiniemi made 25 saves to earn 
his second shutout as the Wolves (19-4-1-1) made the most 
of the 11th scoreless regulation game in franchise history. 

Milwaukee goaltender Connor Ingram (8-7-2), who suited up 
for the Wolves last season, rejected the first 38 shots fired by 
Chicago. But Ingram couldn’t stop the 39th. 

Bokk collected an errant Milwaukee shot in the defensive 
zone and raced up the right wing. An Admirals defender 
challenged him in the right circle, so Bokk spun toward the 
left circle to gain a sliver of open space and whistled a 
wrister that banked off Ingram into the net. 

The Wolves mobbed Bokk along the glass as they pulled 
within one game of the franchise’s longest winning streak. 
John Anderson’s 1999-2000 squad won 12 in a row on their 
way to the 2000 Turner Cup championship. 

Chicago played without it top five scorers – all of whom have 
been recalled from loan by the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes. 
Milwaukee (10-12-2-0), which saw its five-game winning 
streak come to a close, was missing four of its top five 
scorers due to NHL recalls. 

Makiniemi (11-2-1) extended his personal winning streak to 
six games. 

The Wolves will try to tie the franchise record when they host 
Milwaukee at 7 p.m. Saturday for their final home game until 
New Year’s Day. For the best ticket specials on Superhero 
Night and Adopt-A-Dog Night, presented by Premier 
Veterinary Group, contact a Wolves representative here or 
call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 18, 2021 

 

Wolves make four moves 

The Chicago Wolves announced Friday that forwards Josh 
Leivo and C.J. Smith have been recalled on an emergency 
basis by the Carolina Hurricanes (NHL). In addition, the 
Wolves have recalled forward Noah Corson from loan to 
Norfolk (ECHL) and center Stephen Harper from loan to Fort 
Wayne (ECHL). 

These moves go into effect in time for Chicago’s 7 p.m. 
game today at Milwaukee’s Panther Arena. The Central 
Division-leading Wolves are going for their 11th win in a row, 
which would be one shy of the franchise record. 

Leivo and Smith each head to the NHL riding a five-game 
point streak in the AHL. The 28-year-old Leivo has stacked 
up four goals and 10 assists over the last five games and 
owns six goals and 13 assists in 15 appearances for the 
Wolves. He already has appeared in two Carolina games this 
season and has 37 goals and 37 assists to show for his 209 
NHL games. 

The 27-year-old Smith ranks second in AHL scoring with 10 
goals and 18 assists in 24 games, which includes 4 goals 
and 5 assists in the last five games. The Des Moines native 
has 2 goals and 1 assist on his 14-game NHL resume. When 
he scored on Jan. 8, 2019, for the Buffalo Sabres against the 

New Jersey Devils, he became the first Iowa native to 
produce an NHL goal. 

Leivo and Smith join Wolves teammates Jack Drury, Stefan 
Noesen and Andrew Poturalski with Carolina. All three 
played in the Canes’ 5-3 win over Detroit Thursday night — 
with Drury scoring a goal in his NHL debut and Poturalski 
earning his first NHL point with a first-period assist. 

Harper, 26, has split this season between the Wolves and 
Fort Wayne. He has played in four games for Chicago while 
contributing 6 goals and 8 assists in 10 games for Fort 
Wayne. 

Corson, 23, is expected to make his AHL debut tonight. The 
son of 19-year NHL veteran Shayne Corson has notched 6 
goals, 10 assists and 53 penalty minutes in 23 games for 
Norfolk. 

After tonight’s game at Milwaukee, the Wolves host their final 
home game of 2021 at 7 p.m. Saturday when Milwaukee 
repays the visit. To find the best ticket deals for Superhero 
Night, which includes the first 5,000 fans receiving a Wolves 
Calendar courtesy of Rose Pest Solutions, contact a Wolves 
representative here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES. 
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Canes coach, staffer test positive for COVID; team skates on as other 
NHL clubs pause 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED DECEMBER 17, 2021 11:14 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ COVID-19 issues, like other teams in the NHL, 
continue to grow and become more worrisome. 

The Canes said Friday that goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder and a 
support-staff member, who was not named, had been added to the NHL 
COVID protocol. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour said Friday that Schonfelder’s COVID 
status was concerning. Schonfelder is in close to proximity to goalies 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta, both on the ice in workouts and 
during goalie meetings, and also with the other coaches in their 
meetings. 

Schonfelder has been meticulous in following all the COVID safeguards 
doing the pandemic, Brind’Amour said. 

“It’s a hold-your-breath every day,” Brind’Amour said. “We’re around Paul 
a lot. I know if there’s a guy who does everything right ... we didn’t eat 
together on the road, we separate, we did everything. Yet he tested 
(positive). 

“Nobody is immune to getting it, from the looks of it.” 

The “looks of it” continue to worsen in the NHL. The league has shut 
down the Calgary Flames until further notice, postponing games, and 
closed the training facilities of the Florida Panthers and Colorado 
Avalanche and postponed games through the Christmas holiday break. 

Canes president and GM Don Waddell held a press conference 
Thursday before the Hurricanes hosted the Red Wings to address the 
Canes’ COVID situation. He said he did not expect the NHL to pause the 
season. 

“I think we’re going to keep pushing,” Waddell said. “Obviously you can’t 
predict what’s going to happen here in the next few weeks, but in talking 
to the league ... the league is going to continue to go forward, again not 
knowing what’s going to happen tomorrow.” 

The Canes’ currently have six players on the protocol list and now in 
quarantine in Raleigh — forwards Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Steven Lorentz and Seth Jarvis, and defenseman Ian Cole. 
Also on the list and quarantined is massage therapist Mike Maresca. 

Defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo tested positive 
for COVID-19 in late November but have returned to play. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs said Friday that John Tavares and Alex Kerfoot 
had been put on the protocol list — the first Leafs players affected. 

The Toronto Star in a story Friday said the Canes game at Calgary on 
Dec. 9 “appears to have been the epicentre (sic) of the current 
outbreaks.” The Star story noted the Canes then played in Edmonton and 
Vancouver, teams which now have players in the protocol. 

Waddell said Wednesday it was impossible to know if the Flames game 
led to the Canes’ COVID problems. Aho, Jarvis and Maresca tested 
positive in Vancouver, and then Staal, Svechnikov, Lorentz and Cole in 
Minnesota, where the Canes’ game Tuesday against the Wild was 
postponed after the additional positive tests. 

“We can only speculate,” Waddell said in an interview. “We went there 
and then Boston played there on Saturday and now they have five or six 
players going out. Who knows? Could be the hotel — we both stayed in 
the same hotel. It could be so many factors that it’s hard to pinpoint 
where you actually got it.” 

The Canes (20-7-1) were allowed some emergency callups for the game 
Thursday against the Detroit Red Wings at PNC Arena, but also had to 
play short two skaters. The Canes won 5-3, and have a full 20-man 
roster, with 18 skaters, in facing the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday at 
PNC Arena — for now. 

The Canes players and Meresca were flown back to Raleigh on 
Thursday in a private jet to complete their quarantine. Brind’Amour said 
he had spoken to them and that each seemed to be without symptoms. 

“Everybody’s feeling good, so I guess that’s the positive of the whole 
thing,” he said. 

The Canes continue to be tested daily and held a practice Friday at PNC 
Arena. Forward Derek Stepan was not at the practice but Brind’Amour 
said the veteran was given the day off and had no other issues. 

The Canes on Friday recalled forwards Josh Leivo and C.J. Smith from 
the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 
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No players, no problems: Short-staffed Hurricanes get points from 
newcomers in win over Detroit 

 

Staff 

 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes, ravaged by COVID-19 and 
lacking cap space, played with just 16 skaters Thursday. 

No matter — it was still enough to beat Alex Nedeljkovic and the Red 
Wings. 

Nino Niederreiter had his first two-goal game of the season, Jack Drury 
scored in his NHL debut and Carolina defeated Detroit 5-3 In front of 
16,017 at PNC Arena. 
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Niederreiter opened the scoring on the power play just 2:05 into the 
game and got the go-ahead goal on the first shift of the third period to 
spoil Nedeljkovic’s return to Raleigh and give the Hurricanes their fifth 
win in six games. 

“We knew coming into this game that the older guys have got to step up 
and lead by example, and I think that’s what we did,” Niederreiter said. 
“The younger guys, they followed us up, and I think it was a really good 
and gutsy win for us.” 

One of those younger guys, Drury, had a storybook first NHL game. 

Recalled from the AHL’s Chicago Wolves after the Hurricanes put four 
more players in the NHL’s COVID protocol Tuesday, Drury was thrown 
right into the fire with Carolina playing down two forwards. 

He emerged from it like Daenerys Targaryen, playing 16:05 — including 
1:49 shorthanded — and getting his first goal with his family watching in 
the stands. 

With the game tied 2-2 in the final minutes of a wild first period, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi carried the puck up the left boards and maintained 
possession. 

He waited for Drury, who had just come off the bench, to skate into the 
slot and passed to the rookie. The initial shot was stopped by 
Nedeljkovic, but Drury beat defenseman Jordan Oesterle to the rebound 
and fired it in for his first career NHL goal in his debut at 18:40 of the 
opening period. 

“When I was getting on the ice, I was just hoping KK could get it to me, 
and he made an incredible pass,” Drury said. “I was thinking about 
making a move at first, but then I just thought, ‘Shoot it.’ And once I was 
driving to the net, I wasn’t thinking anything — just kind of instinctively 
reacted.” 

On a night when the Hurricanes had three players making their season 
debuts and were playing with just 10 forwards, they couldn’t afford to 
break in their new rookie. 

“You just let it roll and see what happens, for sure” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “You just want him to go play. And that’s what I 
thought he did. He didn’t show any nerves and just went out and played. 
… I thought he handled himself really well.” 

It probably helped that the game got off to a free-flowing start with a lot of 
goals, the first coming after a penalty was called on the opening draw. 

With Tyler Bertuzzi in the box on a hooking infraction, Andrew Poturalski 
— playing his third career NHL game and first since April 6, 2017 — took 
a shot from the right circle that Nedeljkovic stopped, but the rebound 
bounced off Jesper Fast and was banged in by Nieddereiter to make it 1-
0 lead at 2:05 of the game. 

It was the first career point for Poturalski. 

“We’ve known him for a long time, and he’s been doing all that he can 
do,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s been lighting up the minors for at least a 
year and a half. He got his chance tonight and obviously did a great job 
for us.” 

After Sam Gagner tied the game at 5:32 by scoring just after a Detroit 
power play expired, Carolina struck again. 

Kotkaniemi’s shot from the point was redirected high by Fast, and 
Nedeljkovic (29 saves) was unable to locate the puck. Tony DeAngelo 
swooped in from the right circle and lifted a shot over the Detroit goalie to 
give the Hurricanes back the lead at 7:36 of the first. 

Both DeAngelo and Brett Pesce were playing their first games since Nov. 
28 but didn’t miss a beat returning to the lineup from their time in COVID 
jail. 

“Both those guys played extremely well,” Brind’Amour said. “It says a lot 
about those guys that they could step in, not playing in forever, and didn’t 
miss a beat. 

DeAngelo played 19:24 and Pesce 23:25. 

“I actually feel fine,” Pesce said. “Tony and I skated pretty hard for a 
week and a half there with (skills coach) Peter Harrold, so that definitely 
helped me out a lot tonight and I actually kind of felt better than I 
expected.” 

The first period madness wasn’t over. Detroit tied it on a breakaway goal 
by Dylan Larkin, but Drury supplied the answer with his goal. 

Bertuzzi knotted the game again at 11:19 of the second, scoring on 
Frederik Andersen (23 saves) with a wraparound that was reviewed after 
play continued following the scoring chance. 

That set up a winner-take-all third period — and the stage for 
Niederreiter. 

Martin Necas flipped a puck out of the Carolina end and Niederreiter got 
a step on rookie defenseman Moritz Seider. He fired a shot from outside 
the faceoff dot that beat Nedeljkovic to the short side, ringing the post 
and rattling in for his eighth goal of the season to give the Hurricanes the 
lead for good just 18 seconds into the final period. 

“We knew we’ve got to win this period to win this game,” Niederreiter 
said. “And I think we came out with the same attitude right from the 
beginning of the game. … It was a great play by Nechy getting it out, and 
I had a chance to do the rest.” 

While it will be at least three more games before any of the Hurricanes in 
the protocol are cleared to play, Carolina will at least be afforded two 
more emergency exception recalls so it can play with a full 20-man lineup 
starting with Saturday’s home game with the Kings. 

On Thursday, it only took 18 to get two points. 

“We knew we had to fight through some adversity,” Niederreiter said, 
“and that’s exactly what we did tonight.” 

Notes: Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis, Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Steven Lorentz and Ian Cole all remain in the league’s protocol, but the 
team was able to arrange getting the players back to Raleigh to 
quarantine — and for Christmas. Jarvis and Aho had been stuck in a 
Vancouver hotel with team massage therapist Mike Maresca, but the trio 
was able to take an ambulance to the border and, after some wrangling, 
cross into the U.S. Owner Tom Dundon’s private jet picked them up in 
Washington, made a stop in Minnesota to collect the other four players 
and returned to Raleigh. … Vincent Trocheck, who had an empty-net 
goal with five seconds remaining, played 23:29, his highest ice time since 
coming to Carolina and the most since he played 23:42 for the Panthers 
on Feb. 9, 2019. He played 23 or more minutes 44 times with Florida. … 
Stefan Noesen, the team’s other emergency exception recall on 
Thursday, played his first game with the Hurricanes and 206th of his 
career, logging 12:37. Poturalski played a team-low 7:50. … Andersen is 
now 10-0-1 in his career against Detroit. 
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No rest for Kings with stiff back-to-back test on tap 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL |PUBLISHED: December 17, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. | 
UPDATED: December 17, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

The Kings will carry a four-game points streak into meetings on 
consecutive nights with the Carolina Hurricanes, who own the NHL’s best 
goal differential and points percentage, and the Washington Capitals, 
who place in the top five in both categories. 
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Earlier in the season, the Kings played the two teams in reverse order at 
home, losing 2-0 to Alex Ovechkin-led Washington and then 5-4 to Rod 
Brind’Amour’s relentless Carolina club. 

Yet recently the Kings have been at their most confident and assertive, 
winning three of their last four games and earning points in all four. They 
prevailed, 4-1, against a short-handed Florida Panthers club – on 
Thursday a total of seven Florida players had entered the COVID-19 
protocols and so too had Kings star defenseman Drew Doughty – to 
hand Florida its third home loss of the season. It was the Kings’ third 
victory by  three goals or more in their past six games, the same number 
of comfortable victories they had in their first 22 contests. 

Despite the absence of Doughty, it was something of a turn-back-the-
clock night for the remaining 30-something Kings. Center Anze Kopitar 
scored his first goal since Nov. 11, a 14-game span over which he 
recorded nine assists. Winger Dustin Brown also scored, just his second 
goal in his past 23 games. Jonathan Quick made his fourth consecutive 
start and came up with 41 saves, further cementing himself as the Kings’ 
No. 1 netminder. 

“Anyone who’s been around our team at all in the last 15 years, I think 
they understand that when he’s on his game, he’s a game-changer for 
us,” Brown said. “I’ve gotten to play with three of the best positional 
players at goalie, defenseman and center my whole (career), they’re all 
great, with Kopi, Drew and Quickie.” 

Defenseman Olli Maatta was another veteran contributor, scoring his first 
goal in 75 games, hitting the net four times and posting a plus-3 rating. 
Christian Wolanin drew in for Doughty, playing his first game of the 
season with the Kings. 

At the less-experienced end of the spectrum, rookie winger Arthur 
Kaliyev also scored. Kaliyev played for the United States in two World 
Junior Championships, but he aged out of the program this season. 
Nevertheless, six Kings appear headed for this year’s tournament, which 
will begin on Dec. 26 and be split between Calgary and Red Deer, 
Alberta, Canada. 

While two of the Kings’ most coveted prospects will not participate this 
season – center Quinton Byfield was recovering from a broken ankle 
when Canada named its camp invitees and prolific defenseman Brandt 
Clarke was controversially excluded for a second straight year – the 
Kings will be well-represented across five of the 10 participating national 
teams. 

Team USA defenseman Brock Faber, winger Martin Chromiak of 
Slovakia and Russian defenseman Kirill Kirsanov are all returners from 
last year for their respective countries, as are Finnish forwards Samuel 
Helenius and Kasper Simontaival. Defenseman Helge Grans is a first-
time competitor for Sweden. 

Faber is a sophomore at the University of Minnesota with a modern 
combination of sound positioning, fluid skating and a style of defense that 
is aggressive without being overly physical. 

Chromiak began his career with the same Slovak program that produced 
three-time Stanley Cup champion Marian Hossa and Norris Trophy 
winner Zdeno Chara, as well as former Kings stars Marian Gaborik, 
Ziggy Palffy and the late Pavol Demitra. This season, Chromiak has 
transitioned to the North American game, producing 32 points in 23 
games in the Ontario Hockey League. 

Kirsanov is a versatile defenseman who excels on zone entries and 
effectively utilizes his stick. He has the body definition and strength to 
have held his own in two seasons competing against senior professionals 
in Russia’s Kontinental Hockey League. 

Helenius and Simontaival offer a sort of thunder-and-lightning dynamic at 
opposite ends of the lineup, with the inescapable wingspan and rugged 
mentality of Helenius contrasting the swift, diminutive and skilled 
Simontaival’s game. Simontaival had seven points in as many games last 
year, and he will be counted on as a balanced offensive threat for the 
Finns. 

Grans has been right here in Southern California with the Ontario Reign, 
and he was the only player the Kings loaned out from the top two levels 
of their organization for the tournament. He is known for his size and 
mobility, but he showed flashes of offensive ability at the junior level in 
Sweden and has posted a respectable eight points in 16 games for the 
Reign. 

Circling back to this weekend’s opponents, Carolina has been without 
leading scorer Sebastian Aho, who starred against the Kings earlier this 
season, due to COVID protocols. Defensemen Tony DeAngelo, who is 
averaging nearly a point per game, and Brett Pesce just exited the 
protocols, each collecting a point in a victory over Detroit, their first action 
since Nov. 28. 

Washington’s veteran center Nicklas Backstrom made his season debut 
after recovering from a hip injury and set up Ovechkin’s first-period 
power-play goal in an overtime loss to Chicago on Wednesday. The 
Capitals will be without center Evgeny Kuznetsov, who is in the COVID 
protocols. He had two bouts with the virus last season. Winger Tom 
Wilson is doubtful for the game because of an upper-body injury. 

The many moving pieces haven’t bothered the Caps much, particularly 
since Ovechkin currently sits atop the NHL leaderboard in points and 
ranks second in goals. The Caps face Winnipeg on Friday before 
meeting the Kings, and Ovechkin’s next power-play goal will move him 
past Dave Andreychuk as the NHL’s career leader in man-advantage 
goals. 

KINGS AT CAROLINA 

When: Saturday, 4 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/iHeartRadio 

KINGS AT WASHINGTON 

When: Sunday, 4 p.m. 

Where: Capital One Arena 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/iHeartRadio 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 7, Barracuda 4 – Hajt, Gaunce, Siebenaler 

 

By Jared Shafran2 hours ago  

 

Seven different skaters scored for the Ontario Reign (14-5-0-1), who 
earned a 7-4 defeat over the San Jose Barracuda (8-12-1-0) in the 
teams’ first meeting of the season Friday night at Toyota Arena. TJ 
Tynan had a game-high three points with a goal and two assists, while 
Ontario defenders Blake Siebenaler (one goal, one assist) and Cameron 
Gaunce (two assists) each posted multi-point nights. 

Goaltender Matt Villalta turned aside 26 shots to earn his 10th victory for 
the Reign and Martin Frk scored his team-leading 12th tally of the year. 

Austin Wagner opened the scoring with an unassisted goal just 2:51 into 
the game to give Ontario an early 1-0 lead. 

The Reign added on to their advantage at 12:50 of the frame on a blast 
by Tynan that beat goaltender Alexei Melnichuk to make it 2-0. Assists 
on the Orland Park, Ill. native’s fourth strike of the season went to 
Gaunce and Aidan Dudas. 

In the final minute of the period, Siebenaler, who joined the team earlier 
in the week, scored on his first shot as a member of the Reign. The 
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attempt from the point got past Melnichuk’s left pad and pushed the 
Ontario lead to 3-0. A lone assist on the play was credited to Vladimir 
Tkachev. 

Despite a goaltender change from the Barracuda that brought Zachary 
Sawchenko into the game, Ontario kept it going at the start of the second 
period when Tyler Madden scored his eighth goal of the year from 
Siebenaler at 2:18. Then Gabriel Vilardi made it 5-0 in favor of the Reign 
with his third goal at 5:31 from Tynan and Jaret Anderson-Dolan. 

Before the end of the middle frame, San Jose broke through with a pair 
of power play goals from Sasha Chmelevski and Scott Reedy at 10:18 
and 13:55 respectively, which cut the Ontario edge down to 5-2. 

John Leonard scored an unassisted strike for the Barracuda to make it 5-
3 at 1:39 of the third, but San Jose never got any closer in the final 
frame. The Reign responded at 11:13 when Frk converted on the power 
play from Gaunce and Tynan to push the lead back to 6-3. 

Reedy capitalized on a major power play advantage for the Barracuda 
with his second man-advantage goal of the game at 13:51, but just after 
the penalty expired, Reign captain Brett Sutter hit Tkachev with a stretch 
pass and the Russian winger converted on the breakaway for his third 
AHL goal at 17:02. A second assist on the play was credited to Dudas, 
his second helper of the contest. 

Each team totaled 30 shots on goal, while Ontario finished 2-for-5 on the 
power play in the game and San Jose ended at 3-for-7 on the man-
advantage. Melnichuk stopped 11 shots during the first period before he 
was replaced by Sawchenko, who turned out 12 attempts in the final 40 
minutes. 

The Reign cap off a weekend in Ontario Saturday when they host the 
Tucson Roadrunners for Teddy Bear Toss Night at Toyota Arena, 
beginning at 6 p.m. 

Chris Hajt 

On his team’s bounceback after a loss on Saturday in San Diego 

The 12 forwards we had in the lineup today are a talented group and it 
was nice to nice to score seven. That’s it’s always nice, but coming out 
the right way was important. We talked about that before the game and 
making sure we establish our game early and we thought we did that in 
our first period. 

On how the team approached the defense with lots of transactions before 
the game 

It’s an opportunity for the forwards to take care of the back end or just 
lead, be more of a leadership role within the game, but also we did talk 
about playing more of a direct game. You want to be able to get the 
pucks up to the forwards quickly and be ready to transition the puck and 
we can only transition the puck if the forwards are working back to create 
those turnovers. 

On his impressions of Adam Johnson playing on defense 

Johnny last year had some opportunities to play on the back end when 
we were short a few games there and we feel very comfortable with him 
there. He played within himself, he obviously has an offensive ability with 
the puck has some composure and he did great. 

Cameron Gaunce 

On what it was like with a new group of defenders on the ice tonight 

I thought they did a wonderful job. And you know, you got to credit each 
and every one of them. They’re all in different circumstances. Adam 
Johnson playing defense for the first time since he played a couple of 
games in college, he did a wonderful job. You look at the two-on-two in 
the third period, he played it perfectly, took the inside speed. Blake 
(Siebenaler), Kass (Kasastul), Mike (Prapavessis), they all just did an 
excellent job and we knew the type of game we had to play. We have a 
wonderful group of forwards, a bunch of thoroughbreds, and we know at 
the back end we’re more, Clydesdales we’ll say, just get them the puck, 

let them do their thing and I thought they did an excellent job with that, all 
the credit goes to them, they did a wonderful job. 

On what it was like to go up against Evander Kane in an AHL game 

You see some of the skill he’s got, it’s wonderful. His physical talent is 
the reason why he’s been in the NHL for so long and you see him still 
trying to find his game a bit, but his flashes are something that a lot of us 
just don’t have, and you see that. And it’s always a good test, when you 
see guys like that written up on the board, you want to test yourself 
against that, because you know at the next level, a lot of guys are like 
that. And if you want to get to the next level, you need to show that you 
can do that against each and every one of them, so when you’re playing 
against him, you need to prove that you can do it shift in and shift out. 

On his play after missing multiple games with an injury 

I felt good. There’s a few instances where I think my legs weren’t quite 
under me. I think I could have made a few stronger plays defensively a 
few times, but I felt my timing was there, my lungs were there. I was 
pretty happy with my game as a whole, especially considering the 
circumstances and it’s something that I’m proud to build on. 
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Kings recall Moverare, Spence from AHL’s Ontario Reign 

 

By Zach Dooley12 hours ago 

 

The LA Kings announced today that the team has recalled defensemen 
Jacob Moverare and Jordan Spence from the AHL’s Ontario Reign. 

Moverare, 23, has proven to be a steady and reliable presence at the 
AHL level. Moverare is, first and foremost, solid defensively, using his 
hockey sense in his own end, as well as his stick to play against top 
players at the minor-league level. While not necessarily known for his 
offensive game, Moverare was the active leader on the Reign roster in 
points with eight (3-5-8) from 19 games played this season, and trailed 
only Sean Durzi last season, as he tallied a very respectable 15 points 
(1-14-15) from 26 games played. 

On an Ontario blueline in flux this season, due to personnel movement, 
callups, injuries, the whole nine yards, Moverare has been a constant. As 
of this writing, he is the only defenseman to appear in all 19 games to 
date, though that is set to change this evening with the recall. Moverare 
was perhaps the team’s most consistent defenseman last season as 
well, as the Ostersund, Sweden native only grew in comfort level and 
confidence as his first season in North America progressed. 

Spence, 20, is 18 games into his first professional season with AHL-
Ontario. After a strong preseason display at the NHL level, one in which 
Spence repeatedly drew positive comments from Head Coach Todd 
McLellan, the young blueliner was assigned to the AHL to transition to 
the professional game. From 18 games played with AHL-Ontario, Spence 
has eight assists and trailed only Sean Durzi, already up with the Kings, 
with a +7 rating. 

Spence is a puck-moving defensemen with offensive instincts, who was a 
point producer throughout his junior career. The 5-10 blueliner was 
named as the QMJHL’s Defenseman of the Year during the 2019-20 
season, as he tallied 52 points (9-43-52) from 60 games played. Spence, 
who was nominated again for the award last season, went on to appear 
in the QMJHL Finals last season, as well as at the World Junior 
Championships, before beginning his professional career. 

In the absence of Drew Doughty, who entered the NHL’s COVID Protocol 
yesterday afternoon, it will take a by-committee approach on the backend 
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to piece things together until Doughty returns. That could extend past this 
road trip, without a true certainty to a player’s stay on that list. While 
Moverare and Spence might not check into game action immediately 
tomorrow evening, there’s certainly the possibility that either could, for a 
variety of different reasons. 

Ontario Reign Assistant Coach Chris Hajt on Moverare and Spence 

On Moverare’s two-way play over the last two seasons 

He’s played very well for us this year and last year. He’s a really 
intelligent player, someone who uses his mindset, his ability to think the 
game, to really be solid for us in all different aspects. There’s a lot of 
deception in his game, he’s a very good defender with a great stick that 
has an offensive ability as well so we’ve leaned heavily on him and we 
will continue to do that. 

On how Moverare uses his tools defensively 

His defending is really, really good. He’s able to use his stick and his 
positioning. If he continues to improve his ability to close and end plays in 
his own zone and be really good in front of his own net, that can only 
help him against bigger, stronger, faster players which is what you see at 
the next level. 

On Spence’s development as a first-year pro 

You come into the league in the American Hockey League and you 
realize really quick how great of a league it is. Playing against men and 
guys that are in their thirties and late twenties that are doing it for a living. 
But he’s gotten better and better every day and we think that’s a huge 
thing for him, the defending part of the game he’s really taken on 
defending vs. the rush he has a very good stick, his understanding of 
gaps and what he has to do away from the puck to allow him to play with 
the puck and again with the puck he just makes plays all the time. He’s 
able to buy time and space for himself and his teammates, continuing to 
work to support his partner or the low forward, but any young 
defenseman needs to continue to work on their play without the puck and 
that includes d-zone, that includes net-front battles, and using proper 
technique. Those are areas that he’s improved on in this short time and 
we’ve been relying on him a lot and having some first power play minutes 
with Durzi up top he’s put in that role and is doing a good job so we rely 
on him heavily as a first-year guy and he’s deserved it, he’s deserved the 
minutes that he’s been playing and continue to improve in his game in 
the future. 

For a recent feature on Moverare by our Ontario Reign contributor Jared 
Shafran, including additional quotes from Hajt and Moverare himself, 
check out this story here on LAKI. For my feature story on Spence, from 
last season, touching on his progress in the QMJHL and his selection to 
the World Juniors, Click here. 
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REIGN PREVIEW – Ontario vs. San Jose, 12/17 

 

By Jared ShafranDecember 17, 2021 

 

WHO: Ontario Reign (13-5-0-1) vs. San Jose Barracuda (8-11-1-0) 

WHAT: AHL REGULAR-SEASON GAME #20 

WHEN: Friday, December 17 @ 7:00 PM Pacific 

WHERE: Toyota Arena – Ontario, CA 

HOW TO FOLLOW: Video: AHLTV – AUDIO – Mixlr – TWITTER: 
@ShafReign & @ontarioreign 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Ontario Reign take on the San Jose 
Barracuda for the first time during the 2021-22 season Friday night to 
open a weekend homestand at Toyota Arena. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: For the third straight week, a flurry of roster 
transactions have shaken up Ontario’s lineup. Defender Christian 
Kåsastul is expected to make his AHL debut, while top Kings prospect 
Quinton Byfield, who stepped on the ice for his first game of the season 
last Friday, is once again expected to be in the lineup for the Reign. 
Ontario currently sits in second place in the Pacific Division standings, 
while the Barracuda are in ninth with a .425 points percentage. 

LAST TIME OUT: The San Diego Gulls scored the first three goals to 
build an early lead and earned their first win of the season over the 
Ontario Reign in the teams’ fourth meeting by a score of 3-1 Saturday 
night at Pechanga Arena. Ontario allowed a season-low 14 shots to the 
Gulls in defeat, but defender Helge Grans was the lone Reign skater to 
find the back of the net in the contest. San Diego goaltender Olle 
Eriksson Ek secured the win for the home team with 26 saves. 

MADDEN GOES ON OFFENSIVE: Reign forward Tyler Madden has 
been the team’s hottest attacker as of late, scoring five goals in his 
team’s last six games. The 22-year-old found the back of the net twice in 
Ontario’s win over Stockton on Nov. 22 before striking in back-to-back 
road contests Dec. 1 in Abbotsford and Dec. 4 at Bakersfield. He also 
posted an empty-net goal in the final minute of last Friday’s 4-2 win over 
San Diego. In total, Madden’s seven goals are tied for second-most on 
the team and his 33 shots on net rank third, giving him an impressive 
shooting percentage of 21.2%. The Deerfield Beach, Fla. native has 
totaled 11 points (7-4=11) while appearing in all 19 contests for Ontario in 
2021-22. 

DEFENSIVE DEMONSTRATION: Ontario held San Diego to a combined 
31 shots on goal in its two-game series with the Gulls last weekend. First, 
during Friday’s 4-2 victory, San Diego’s 17 shots were the lowest total 
the Reign had allowed in the 2021-22 season. Ontario was at its best in 
the third period, surrendering just three chances while scoring twice to 
break a 2-2 tie and secure the win. The Reign followed that up by 
allowing just 14 shots the following night at Pechanga Arena for a new 
season-low that saw the Gulls only record two shots in the third. 

SCOUTING THE BARRACUDA: While San Jose has had a slow start to 
the 2021-22 campaign, the Barracuda have won their past two games 
over Abbotsford and Colorado by scores of 5-2 and 10-5. In its most 
recent lopsided win, San Jose was helped by former NHL All-Star 
Evander Kane, who was named the first star with a goal and three 
assists. Overall, forward Scott Reedy leads the club with 19 points in 18 
games this season on a team-leading 10 goals and nine assists. 
Attackers Joachim Blichfeld and Jayden Halbgewachs have each totaled 
16 points in 19 games, while defender Ryan Merkley leads the team’s 
blueliners with 14 points (1-13=14). Alexei Melnichuk has seen the most 
time in net for the Barracuda, appearing in 13 games while posting a 4-5-
1 record. 

BURKE BREAKS OUT: Forward Brayden Burke had his first multi-point 
game with Ontario during last Friday’s win over San Diego, assisting on 
Martin Frk’s first period tally before striking early in the third to put the 
Reign in front for good with the game-winning goal. The tally was Burke’s 
fourth of the season during his first campaign with Ontario and his fourth 
year playing professionally. The Edmonton, Alberta native became the 
seventh skater to reach double digits in scoring for the season on Friday 
night (4-6=10). 

NEW LOOK DEFENSE: Multiple transactions in the past week will have 
Ontario’s defensive unit looking different as they return to Toyota Arena. 
Since their most recent contest in San Diego on Saturday, the Reign 
have seen blueliner Christian Wolanin recalled by the LA Kings, while 
Helge Grans was loaned to Team Sweden for the World Junior 
Championships scheduled to begin on Dec. 26 in Alberta. Christian 
Kåsastul, a native of Skien, Norway, is expected to appear in his first 
contest with the Reign, while Ontario has also signed 25-year-old 
defender Blake Siebenaler to a PTO. Earlier this season, Siebenaler 
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spent time in the AHL with both the Henderson Silver Knights and the 
Belleville Senators. 
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Down 8 players over COVID, Nashville Predators beat Chicago 
Blackhawks in OT for seventh straight win 

 

Tim CroninAssociated Press 

 

CHICAGO  — Tanner Jeannot scored in overtime, Thomas Novak and 
Colton Sissons also scored, and the short-handed Nashville Predators 
beat the Chicago Blackhawks 3-2 Friday night. 

The Predators won their seventh straight game despite having eight 
players in COVID-19 protocols. Defenseman Mark Borowiecki was ruled 
out following a positive test 90 minutes before faceoff. 

The entire coaching staff is also out because of COVID-19. This was the 
second game Karl Taylor, head coach of their farm club in Milwaukee, 
ran the bench with his assistant, Scott Ford. Many of his players were 
called up as well. 

BRIDGESTONE ARENA HISTORY:How Bridgestone Arena nearly 
ended up as a University of Tennessee campus or shopping center 

ESTES:How much COVID-19 is NHL willing to tolerate and keep going? 
How much are any of us? 

With three of their top four scorers out, Nashville played a tight defensive 
game, allowing only 19 shots — and holding Blackhawks star Patrick 
Kane to just two — while still managing to take 31 at Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Jonathan Toews and Kirby Dach scored for the Blackhawks. 

Jeannot got behind Chicago defenseman Jake McCabe and deflected 
Roman Josi’s right-wing pass by Fleury before piling into the net himself 
58 seconds into overtime. 

Toews tied it at 2 with his third goal in four games, converting Riley 
Stillman’s pass into a half-open net from the right slot with 2:56 left in 
regulation. Toews started the season without a goal in his first 25 games. 

Nashville took a 2-1 lead midway through the third. Sissions beat a 
sprawling Fleury from low in the right circle with a shot that squeezed in 
between the netminder’s left leg and the post. 

Novak opened the scoring with his first NHL goal, a 35-foot wrist shot 
that slid over Fleury’s glove hand 11:56 into the first with Nashville on a 
power play. 

Chicago tied it two minutes later when Dach broke a 21-game scoring 
drought by converting MacKenzie Entwhistle’s pass from behind the goal. 

Tennessean LOADED: 12.18.2021 

1229830 Nashville Predators 

 

How much COVID-19 is NHL willing to tolerate and keep going? How 
much are any of us? | Estes 

 

Gentry Estes 

 

Winning cures everything in sports, they say. Except that’s not true. 

It won’t cure the outbreak of COVID-19 cases plaguing the Nashville 
Predators. This virus not only has bad timing. If anything, it has a taste 
for success. How else to explain its arrival just as the Predators were 
playing their best hockey of the season? 

Same for the Colorado Avalanche. Both teams brought five-game win 
streaks into a bizarre Thursday night divisional game at Bridgestone 
Arena that probably shouldn’t have been played. 

Both sides were shorthanded, missing forwards and skaters. The 
Avalanche didn’t have their goalie. The Predators didn’t have any of their 
coaches. They had to dip into their farm team in Milwaukee to fill out a 
lineup and have anyone on the bench to lead it. 

Someone had to win this foolishness, and the Predators did, 5-2. 

“As a team,” captain Roman Josi said, “we’ll probably always remember 
that game.” 

Now they’ll remember it fondly. That’s the good part. 

The bad is that the Predators also knew they’d wake up the next morning 
in the same predicament – uncertain about whether they’d be able to 
play Friday night in Chicago. Uncertain about who would test positive 
next and have to miss games. Uncertain if they’d continue to be led in the 
interim by Milwaukee Admirals coach Karl Taylor since John Hynes and 
his assistants have all been sidelined. 

And above all, uncertain if it’s going to be any safer to play the 
Blackhawks than it was the Avalanche, who were having players ruled 
out up until the start of Thursday’s game. 

Karl Taylor, coach of Nashville's affiliate the Milwaukee Admirals, 
coaches the Nashville Predators against the Colorado Avalanche during 
the third period at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn., Thursday, Dec. 
16, 2021. 

We’ve arrived quickly at this precarious spot in the NHL’s season, and it’s 
clear the league thus far has no clue how to handle the rash of cases 
befalling so many of its teams. So far, it has operated without 
consistency, postponing games for some teams while steadfastly 
insisting others – like the Preds and Avalanche – get on with playing, no 
matter the difficulty. 

“It’s a new world we’re in,” forward Filip Forsberg said. “You have to 
expect the unexpected always, and today was obviously proof of that.” 

At best, Thursday's game was a silly – though entertaining – experience 
at Bridgestone. 

At worst, it’ll prove hazardous to someone's health. This game – not to 
mention the plane rides after the game – could easily cause more players 
to get sick. 

Or rather, more players TO TEST POSITIVE, I should say. 

I don’t know they’ll get sick even if they do test positive. In fact, most of 
the Predators who’ve tested positive this week have been asymptomatic, 
I’m told. That makes it a little bit like a tree falling in the forest making a 
sound. Are they really sick? And if they’re no sicker than they would be 
with the flu or some other bug floating around, then it becomes tempting 
to start reconsidering how concerned we should be. 

The NHL has been seeing many asymptomatic cases. The NFL has, too. 

It’d make sense if this rapid spread of asymptomatic cases among 
vaccinated people has something to do with an Omicron variant reputed 
to be more transmissible and milder in severity. I’m no doctor, but 
shouldn't we hope that’s the case? It might mean COVID is finally 
progressing into something more like a common cold. 

If so, that really could be how this pandemic ends. 

And after nearly two years, I think we’d all like to know how this 
pandemic ends. 
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It’s fair to wonder – as someone who has received two shots and a 
booster, I sure do – what is the endgame if it wasn't the vaccine? I’m not 
saying we’re at a finish line with COVID. But who gets to decide when we 
are? What will that look like? 

Maybe – on some level and at some point – it’ll resemble Thursday night 
at Bridgestone. 

COVID played a leading role in the festivities at Bridgestone, but it didn’t 
stop them. A game happened. A team of Predators players – more or 
less – won that game. Their fans were in attendance, and those who did 
play for the home team were glowing and talking about how special it 
was. 

And it was special. 

It was special because it was rare. What’s rare, by nature, isn’t 
sustainable. 

The NHL has a challenging stretch ahead. At some point, it is going to 
have to figure out if it needs to stop the season entirely. If not, then I wish 
those decision-makers luck in determining how much COVID they are 
willing to tolerate and say it’s OK to keep moving forward. 

Sooner or later, that’s something we’re all going to have to decide. 
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Milwaukee Admirals coaches keep Preds' win streak going 

 

Michael Gallagher5-6 minutes 

 

It wasn’t that long ago that Nashville Predators captain Roman Josi and 
Scott Ford were teammates, playing on the same defensive pairing with 
the Milwaukee Admirals. 

But during the Predators’ 5-2 win over the Colorado Avalanche Thursday 
night at Bridgestone Arena, Ford was coaching Josi as part of an 
impromptu Predators coaching staff led by Milwaukee Admirals head 
coach Karl Taylor after all of Nashville’s bench coaches were placed in 
the COVID protocol. 

“I played with [Ford] when I was in Milwaukee, so for him to be back here 
and now coaching us, it was pretty special and we’re happy for them,” 
Josi said.  

“[Taylor and Ford] did an amazing job. They’re such great coaches and I 
know they do such great work down in Milwaukee. I think you can tell 
down in Milwaukee and here, we try to run the same system and build 
the same culture, and you can tell. They came in, they were awesome, 
they managed the game really well.” 

Taylor, who was planning on working with Dan Lambert to coach 
Nashville’s power play unit, found out once he got to the arena that 
Predators assistant Dan Hinote, who was initially supposed to serve as 
head coach Thursday, had tested positive, and suddenly, Taylor himself 
went from acting special teams coach to acting head coach in a matter of 
hours. 

Fortunately for Taylor, and the players, the Predators and Admirals run 
the exact same system with the exact same philosophy and nearly 
identical game plans. 

“Throughout the day we had lots of communication with the [Nashville] 
staff on Zoom from their houses and communicating with us as well as 
during the game in between periods,” Taylor said. “Not overdoing it but 
[they were] just there to support us and give us a few pointers here and 
there depending on what they were seeing watching the game. … They 

helped us and assisted us but also gave us the room to do what we do in 
Milwaukee.” 

The game itself was a bit precarious. 

Nashville, run by an AHL coaching staff, recalled four forwards from the 
Admirals to offset the loss of seven players in the COVID protocol. 

Taylor had to play Tetris with his lineup, bumping Colton Sissons and 
Tanner Jeannot to the first line, slotting Tommy Novak in to center the 
second line, Cody Glass (who was sent to Milwaukee to find himself) 
centered the third line, and the fourth line consisted of only Rocco 
Grimaldi and Cole Smith. Nashville also rolled with seven defensemen. 

Colorado, which got positive results back for some of its players while 
they were dressing for the game, only fielded 17 players for the game 
and had to pull MTSU graduate Dustin Smith from the stands to serve as 
the emergency backup goalie. 

Positive tests pulled starting goalie Darcy Kuemper, plus two of the 
Avalanche’s top four defensemen Cale Makar and Devon Toews and two 
forwards, Andre Burakovsky and J.T. Compher, out of the lineup. 

Colorado was also without captain Gabriel Landeskog and defensemen 
Ryan Murray, Bowen Byram and Jacob MacDonald due to injuries. The 
Avs also didn’t have the luxury of calling up any of their AHL players 
because they would have gone over the salary cap. 

Things were so bleak for the Avalanche that the team had to take a 
locker room vote before the game to decide whether to even play. 

“Obviously it was a tough couple of days,” Josi said. “Both teams [had] a 
lot of things that were out of control but I’m proud of our team and I’m 
proud of the way we played. … There was a lot of distractions and I think 
most guys’ mind wasn’t as much on the game today as other things 
because there’s so much going on, but like I said, we found a way. … 
Even with everything going on, it was a divisional game against one of 
the best teams in the league and we came together, found a way to win.” 

Nashville’s top line carried the patchwork Predators to their sixth 
consecutive win. Filip Forsberg’s two-goal, three-point night set the tone 
while Sissons had three assists and Jeannot added a goal and an assist. 

The Predators are now within just three points of the Central Division-
leading Minnesota Wild. 

“I think [the win] just proves the depth of this organization,” Forsberg 
said. “Obviously, we’re missing key players, but guys are stepping up, 
not just from Milwaukee but in the lineup as well. Guys are put in new 
roles and they’re taking the opportunities and making the best out of 
them.” 

The Predators are scheduled to play the Chicago Blackhawks Friday 
night at the United Center. As of now, the plan is for Taylor and Ford to 
resume their acting coaching duties until the Predators coaches are 
cleared to return. 

“We will watch our video and run this like it’s our team with a lot of help 
and suggestions from the current staff,” Taylor said. “But we will go 
through business like we always do, Scott and I, and make sure we’re 
prepared for Chicago.” 
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Preds prospect featured in EA Sports diversity series 

 

Michael Gallagher2-3 minutes 
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Nashville Predators defenseman Luke Prokop made headlines in July 
when he announced he was gay. 

Now, the 19-year-old prospect is featured in a five-part YouTube series 
called Breaking Ice, which will tell the stories of athletes who have 
contributed to the burgeoning discussions of diversity in hockey. The 
series is produced by EA Sports and Uninterrupted. 

“Breaking Ice aims to celebrate incredible athletes who are transforming 
hockey culture to be more inclusive of the communities they represent,” 
EA Sports Senior Director of Creative Paul Marr said. “The stories of 
players like Luke Prokop, Ethan Bear and Saroya Tinker are full of 
inspiration driving the diversity and inclusivity of hockey, and we’re 
honoured to have the opportunity to bring those to life in and out of the 
game.” 

Prokop, the first active NHL player to come out as gay, spoke about his 
decision to publicly come out, the difficulties that decision came with, and 
how he handled the reaction and responses to it.  

"It has been quite the journey to get to this point in my life, but I could not 
be happier with my decision to come out," Prokop wrote in his July 
Instagram post. "From a young age, I have dreamed of being an NHL 
player, and I believe that living my authentic life will allow me to bring my 
whole self to the rink and improve my chances of fulfilling my dreams." 

In his episode, which can be viewed here, Prokop admitted that he was 
willing to walk away from hockey, his friends, his family if he wasn’t 
accepted after coming out. 

The series also features women’s national team members from Canada 
and the U.S., Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Ethan Bear and Saroya 
Tinker of the Toronto Six. 
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The Bruins were destined to lose before the puck dropped Thursday, and 
now it’s time to shut them down for a while 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated December 17, 2021, 12:02 
p.m. 

 

The Bruins put up a fair fight Thursday night on Long Island. Futile, but 
fair. 

Such has been the ridiculous battle they’ve waged in what fast turned 
into their COVID hurt locker. It was the same senseless fight it appeared 
the NHL would have them wage this weekend with scheduled stops 
Saturday night in Montreal and Sunday afternoon in Ottawa — until the 
league announced early Friday morning the game in Montreal was 
postponed. 

As of Friday night, Sunday’s game remained on the board. But it should 
be scrubbed. The Bruins had no business being on the ice Thursday 
night in Elmont, N.Y. 

“I had no issue with the effort,” said coach Bruce Cassidy following his 
undermanned squad’s 3-1 loss to the Isles. “I thought our guys came to 
play. I’d say after the first 10 minutes, we were on our toes much better.” 

Cassidy then added a pertinent short list of impingements, not excuses, 
but the extenuating circumstances that, in part, developed around his 
squad being without the services of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, 
Craig Smith, and others when the puck was dropped. 

Because of the mounting number of players entering COVID protocol, the 
Bruins opted out of their travel routine Wednesday and instead flew on 
the morning of the game to Long Island. The itinerary, which allowed time 
before takeoff to review COVID testing results, allowed no reasonable 

time for players to have their traditional morning workout in the opposition 
rink. 

Soon after landing on Long Island, they learned AHL callup Oskar Steen 
also would have to enter COVID protocol — their seventh player in 
recent days. Even a COVID callup couldn’t catch a break. 

Cassidy ended up dressing a lineup with only 11 forwards and the 
requisite six blueliners, leaving his bench one man short. The last time 
the Bruins entered a game with only 17 skaters in the lineup: March 6, 
2000, a 5-1 loss to the Senators at the Garden. 

In today’s NHL, with its focus on speed, 40-seconds shifts, and fastidious 
four-line rotations, playing one man short is tantamount to being forced to 
yank off a flat tire and driving on that emergency donut, with its warning 
to ease off the gas pedal. 

“Travel day . . . not practicing [Wednesday] . . . losing our morning skate 
[Thursday],” said Cassidy, noting some factors that contributed to the 
Bruins’ slow start, one that had the Isles with a 9-2 shot advantage when 
they struck for their 1-0 lead 11:47 into the first. “Our power play 
[consisted of] different units — that’s where you’d like a little practice 
time, to get some chemistry. On a night when we’re having trouble 
scoring, it could have helped us.” 

No one on the coaching staff or among the stick carriers would care to 
state the obvious: The game vs. the Isles was a posted “L” before the 
puck dropped. 

Marchand and Bergeron are two of their best forwards, two of the 
league’s elite. Smith isn’t in their caliber, but he is the No. 2 right wing on 
a club that scratches for all the loose change it can find after the big 
money line of Marchand-Bergeron-David Pastrnak. 

Without getting into a this-for-that comparison, the Bruins as of Thursday 
night were essentially as depleted as the Flames were at the start of this 
week when the NHL appropriately chose to close Calgary’s doors for a 
COVID pause. It should do the same now with the Bruins. 

On Saturday, the Flames will be off, their fourth game of the week to be 
postponed. The Bruins were scheduled to face the Habs, maybe with the 
luxury of 18 skaters, even if a couple of them were kids they spotted 
playing street hockey as the team bus pulled up at the Bell Centre. 

Reports Thursday night were that the COVID-diminished Avalanche, 5-2 
losers in Nashville, were given the option to have the game postponed. 
They chose to take their dose of fish oil, but have subsequently been 
shut down through at least Dec. 26, which means a Bruins-Avalanche 
game Dec. 23 at TD Garden is also off the board. 

The Predators, it should be duly noted, were without seven players and 
had to find fill-ins for their entire five-man coaching staff — a total of 12 
personnel forced to sit at home. Ridiculous. 

The case doesn’t need to be made yet to shut down the league, as 
happened in March 2020 when the COVID nightmare stormed into the 
rink. But if the NHL has the sense to shut down the Flames, as it did 
earlier this season with the Isles and Senators, it needs to apply the 
same logic evenly across its 32 teams. The Bruins were in no shape to 
play the last two games (losses to Vegas and the Isles). Ditto Thursday 
for the Avalanche and Predators. 

Oh, and what of the consumer? Yes, the likes of you, dear reader. Some 
have paid NHL ticket prices to see rosters patched up with AHL stocking 
stuffers. You’ve paid Rolex prices for sidewalk knockoff models (two for 
$99!). 

Not true of Flames fans, of course, or in another few cases thus far 
where the league opted to shut down a game here or there. 

How about those Hurricanes? Two of their guys, Sebastian Aho and Seth 
Jarvis, went into protocol during a stop in Vancouver earlier this week 
and remain there because of quarantine mandates, which could have 
them holed up through Christmas. Splendid city Vancouver, but . . . 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 18, 2021 

 

Goaltender Linus Ullmark, the loser in the Boston net Thursday, stood 
strong in support of all his teammates when I asked about a Bruins lineup 
cobbled together with AHLers. Good for him, he didn’t want to hear it. 

“First of all,” he said, “everyone who’s in front of me and has the Bruins 
jersey is certainly on my team. It’s not going to be any different. It doesn’t 
matter what their name is on the back. If they put on the Bruins jersey, 
they are part of the family, they are part of the team.” 

Ullmark added, “So I think you are wrong, definitely,” over the assertion 
here that it’s not the NHL product fans have paid to see. 

“Obviously there’s a reason some people in the stands want to see 
Bergy, Marchy or whatever. That’s totally valid. They are future Hall of 
Famers, and who wouldn’t want to see those guys?” 

Which, in the end, sounded like Ullmark was conflicted. 

To which I say, aren’t we all? But we aren’t the ones running a 
multibillion-dollar enterprise. We’re just the amateurs, watching a 
multibillion-dollar enterprise that right now is being run by amateurs. 
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Bruins’ Saturday game at Canadiens, Thursday game vs. Avalanche 
postponed 

 

By Katie McInerney Globe Staff,Updated December 17, 2021, 2:25 p.m. 

 

The Bruins’ Saturday game against the Canadiens in Montreal has been 
postponed, the NHL announced Friday. 

There is no makeup date set. 

Thursday’s game against the Avalanche at TD Garden has also been 
postponed because Colorado has been shut down through at least Dec. 
26. 

Boston is dealing with a COVID-19 outbreak and seven players and one 
staffer have entered protocols this week. 

On Thursday, Anton Blidh, Trent Frederic, Oskar Steen and Jeremy 
Swayman joined Brad Marchand, Craig Smith and Patrice Bergeron in 
the league’s protocol. 

The Bruins are scheduled to face the Senators in Ottawa on Sunday; the 
status of that game has yet to be determined. They are also scheduled to 
play the Hurricanes on Tuesday at TD Garden. 

The Canadiens will resume their schedule on Monday against the 
Islanders. 

The Bruins were packed and prepared to head to Canada after their 3-1 
loss to the Islanders in New York Thursday night. 

On Thursday night in Montreal, the Canadiens beat the Flyers in an 
empty Bell Centre after Quebec public health officials asked the team to 
not allow fans to attend the game. 
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NHL postpones two Bruins games 

Saturday’s tilt against Canadiens, next Thursday’s game against Avs to 
be rescheduled 

 

By STEVE CONROY | PUBLISHED: December 17, 2021 at 10:14 a.m. | 
UPDATED: December 17, 2021 at 3:58 p.m. 

 

With a surge in COVID cases across the NHL and within the Bruins 
organization in particular, the league has postponed the Bruins-
Canadiens game scheduled for Saturday in Montreal as well as the B’s-
Avalanche game that had been scheduled for Dec. 23 at the Garden. 

Makeup dates have not yet been scheduled. 

While the league press release announcing Saturday’s postponement 
mentioned that the Canadiens will resume their slate with their regularly 
scheduled game at the New York Islanders on Monday, there was no 
mention of the fate of the B’s scheduled game against the Senators in 
Ottawa on Sunday. As of the moment, that game as well Tuesday’s 
scheduled game against the Carolina Hurricanes are still on. The 
Hurricanes currently have six players in protocol and beat the Detroit Red 
Wings on Thursday with just 16 skaters. 

The league announced that the Calgary Flames, Florida Panthers and 
Avalanche will be shut down through the Christmas break, which runs 
through Dec. 26. 

The B’s had been scheduled to practice in New York on Friday and head 
to Montreal after the practice but they scrapped the on-ice session and 
headed home. 

They are coming off a 3-1 loss to the Islanders on Thursday. The B’s 
have seven players in the COVID protocol – including top players Patrice 
Bergeron and Brad Marchand – and were forced to play a man short of 
the 18 skaters allowed because of cap issues. 

Meanwhile, the Canadiens played their game against the Flyers on 
Thursday with no fans in the Bell Centre at the request of Quebec health 
officials. 

Craig Smith was the first Bruin placed in protocol on Monday, followed by 
Marchand, who went into protocol after participating in Tuesday’s 
morning skate prior to the B’s lackluster 4-1 loss to the Vegas Golden 
Knights at the Garden. Bergeron followed on Wednesday. 

With the situation getting more concerning by the hour, the B’s opted not 
to travel on Wednesday (the norm is for teams to travel the day before a 
game when possible), choosing to fly to Long Island on Thursday after 
testing in the morning in Boston. Those tests turned up three more cases 
– Anton Blidh,Trent Frederic and Jeremy Swayman – and before they 
dropped the puck on Thursday, a seventh player tested positive, Oskar 
Steen, who had traveled with the team to New York. 

The B’s also have two staffers in protocol. While things can change with 
the virus, the Bruin cases so far have been either mild or asymptomatic. 

On Thursday, the B’s gave a good effort but they were clearly outgunned 
by the Islanders. 

“I’m always proud of this group. It’s the Bruin way. There’s no quit in this 
team. Even with everything we faced in the past 24 hours. It’s been a 
nightmare, to be honest with you,” said Nick Foligno after the game. 

The outbreak comes after the B’s beat the Flames last Saturday in 
Calgary, where there has been an even greater surge in cases. With 
Mikael Backlund entering protocol on Friday, the Flames organization 
has 32 players and staffers in protocol. The Flames have just four roster 
players that are not in protocol. 

After the Canadiens beat the Flyers on Thursday, at least one Habs 
player expressed a reticence for playing against the B’s right now. 

“That’s a tough question to answer, but I wouldn’t be that comfortable 
playing with guys who might have COVID or against a team that’s had 
seven cases,”  Jonathan Drouin said. “(Friday) morning, there might be 
three more or two more, we don’t know. I don’t feel comfortable playing 
with that. It’s not what we were told this year with the vaccines and all 
that. For sure, things change in times like this, but it’s really not ideal.” 
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All NHL players except for one, Detroit’s Tyler Bertuzzi, are vaccinated. 
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NHL postpones Bruins-Canadiens game amid B's COVID-19 outbreak 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

The Boston Bruins will not be traveling to Montreal for Saturday night's 
game against the rival Canadiens at the Bell Centre. 

The NHL announced Friday morning that the matchup has been 
postponed. At this time, neither the league nor the Bruins have said 
anything about possible changes to Sunday's B's-Senators matchup in 
Ottawa. 

The Bruins are dealing with a COVID-19 outbreak this week. Seven 
players and two staff members are currently in the league's COVID 
protocol.  

The B's also have canceled their practice in New York on Friday after 
losing 3-1 to the Islanders on the road Thursday night. They will return to 
Boston on Friday. 

Boston was forced to play with only 11 forwards against the Islanders 
after Oskar Steen was placed in the COVID protocol a few hours before 
puck drop. 
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NHL Postpones Boston Bruins Game Vs. Canadiens 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Logic and reason are finally winning out as the NHL has announced it’s 
postponed Saturday’s Boston Bruins game vs. the Canadiens at the Bell 
Centre amidst an ongoing COVID outbreak with the Black and Gold. 

The Boston Bruins were so wary of entering Canada for this weekend’s 
back-to-back vs. Montreal and Ottawa that they remained behind in New 
York to practice on Friday after Thursday night’s 3-1 loss to the Islanders. 
The B’s were waiting COVID test results on Friday to see if any more 
players would be pulled from a rag tap lineup and placed into the 
league’s COVID protocol. 

The Bruins currently have seven players in COVID protocol, including 
key players like Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, Craig Smith and 
Jeremy Swayman, and were forced to ice a lineup of just 11 forwards 
and six defensemen in the Isles loss due to salary cap constraints. 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy was asked postgame on 
Thursday if the Bruins had any choice whether or not to play vs. the 
Islanders given the conditions, and said they were prepared to play until 
the NHL said they were shut down. 

“I don’t believe so. That’s a question for Donny [Sweeney],” said Cassidy, 
when asked if the Bruins were given a choice of whether or not to play 
Thursday’s game. “It was not discussed with me. I was assuming we 
were playing all along even with being down one guy. My guess is if 
there were a few more positives then that option probably would have 
been on the table. But to my knowledge, it wasn’t on the table. We were 
here to play.” 

It remains to be seen if the Bruins will travel to Ottawa to play the 
Senators on Sunday afternoon, but it was pretty telling that the NHL 
didn’t address when the B’s will play next in announcing Saturday’s 
postponement in Montreal. 
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Haggs: Tough To Fault Boston Bruins For Undermanned Loss 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

There have been losses this season where the Boston Bruins failed to 
empty the tank, and there have been other instances when mistakes or 
simple lack of execution did them in during disappointing defeat. This 
wasn’t either of those things, though, in a 3-1 loss to the New York 
Islanders at UBS Arena on Thursday night with the B’s enduring a 
COVID outbreak that’s imploded the NHL roster. 

The rag tag group on the ice gave the best that they could featuring 
mostly AHL or fringe NHL players and mustered 41 shots on net but 
didn’t have the skill or the will to anything more offensively than potting a 
Mike Reilly goal in the final minute to bust up the shutout. Without Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand and Craig Smith along with a number of fourth 
line types, the Bruins were forced to ice 11 forwards and six defensemen 
in true, undermanned fashion against an Isles team admittedly also 
missing Mat Barzal due to COVID protocol. 

The Black and Gold also skipped Wednesday practice and Thursday 
morning skate given the circumstances, and that translated into a 
tentative first 10 minutes while the new group got used to each other on 
the ice. 

“It’s been a nightmare, to be honest with you,” admitted Boston Bruins 
winger Nick Foligno, who had the bright spot in the game when he came 
to the defense of David Pastrnak and dropped the gloves with Matt 
Martin after the Isles tough guy previously punched No. 88 in the head. 
“”I’m always proud of this group. That’s the Bruin way. There’s no quit in 
this team even with everything we’ve faced in the last 24 hours. We 
found a way to come in here and just work. That’s something we can 
control. I think we also looked at it as an opportunity for some guys that 
don’t get the same kind of ice time. 

“There’s an opportunity in front of them and I thought some guys played 
real hard tonight and gave us everything they had. It’s unfortunate we 
just didn’t get the bounces tonight. We created a lot of good chances, just 
couldn’t find a way to get them past Varlamov. Got to give him credit. 
More opportunities and more chances and more efforts like that are 
going to result in wins.” 

Sure, there were some Boston Bruins mistakes along the way. Hockey is 
a game of miscues. 

On the Isles first goal, both Mike Reilly and Brandon Carlo chased the 
puck below the goal line and left the net-front wide open for Cal 
Clutterbuck to swoop in and score. 

Butch gets to say “Toy Department” for the first time in 2 weeks! 
Clutterbuck makes it 1-0 #Isles pic.twitter.com/rYXJ7SDILU 

— 𝐈𝐬𝐥𝐞𝐬 𝐅𝐢𝐱 (@IslesFix) December 17, 2021 

And there were far too many perimeter shots amongst those 41 pucks 
fired at the Islanders net where a hungrier net-front presence might have 
produced more offense with the missing star-power. 

David Pastrnak dangled to the front of the net and barely missed on a 
five-hole bid with a lot of net to shoot at. 
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But all in all, it was difficult to fault a team that’s shorthanded in every 
possible way due to COVID just like the Islanders, Senators, Blues and 
other teams have been throughout this season. 

“I have no issue with the effort,” said Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy. “I think 
our guys came to play tonight. I’d say after the first 10 minutes we were 
on our toes much better; we can attribute some of that to travel day 
issue, not practicing [on Wednesday], losing our morning skate today, 
maybe getting the legs going. 

“All in all, I thought the guys competed hard, tried to play the right way, 
got better as the game went on. I thought we played a more assertive 
north-south game, which we’ve been trying to preach. Other than the first 
few minutes, we started buying into that and I thought we were attacking 
better.” 

The big question now is “At what point does the NHL decide to shut 
things down with the Bruins?” 

They are missing seven NHL players at this point and there could very 
well be more positive tests on the way based on other examples around 
the league. Bruins players and staff are so incredibly wary of getting 
marooned in Canada this weekend with a positive COVID result that they 
opted to stay behind and practice in New York on Friday prior to leaving 
for Montreal, who played to an empty building at the Bell Centre on 
Thursday for the first time in a long time. 

There were reports that the Colorado Avalanche players were allowed to 
vote on whether to play on Thursday night while missing just a handful of 
COVID protocol players, but those reports were debunked on Friday 
morning. The Bruins said they certainly weren’t given that option and 
don’t really have any specific direction from the NHL as to how many 
quarantined players it would take before things would be suspended for 
at least a couple of days. 

“I don’t believe so. That’s a question for Donny [Sweeney],” said Cassidy, 
when asked if the Bruins were given a choice of whether or not to play 
Thursday’s game. “It was not discussed with me. I was assuming we 
were playing all along even with being down one guy. My guess is if 
there were a few more positives then that option probably would have 
been on the table. But to my knowledge, it wasn’t on the table. We were 
here to play.” 

The Boston Bruins were ready to keep on playing as they careened 
toward a possible breaking point to this whole season, but thankfully logic 
and reason prevailed as the NHL postponed Boston’s game vs. the 
Montreal Canadiens on Saturday night. It remains to be seen if things will 
be completely shut down for the Black and Gold, but it’s been clear for a 
few days things are rapidly worsening for a Bruins team that simply had 
the bad luck of playing the Calgary Flames last weekend. 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 12.18.2021 

1229920 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: NHL players must take hard look at 
Olympics, plus Paul Maurice out with the Jets and more 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Dec 17, 2021  

 

The COVID-19 roll call continued, almost unabated, all week long, 
around the NHL. 

First, seven Calgary Flames players were put in protocol. Then two from 
Boston. Six from Carolina. Five from Florida. Six from Nashville. Six more 
from Calgary, then three more after that. By Thursday, there were 60 
league-wide — and counting. Flames’ games were postponed twice. On 
Friday the NHL postponed all Calgary’s games through Christmas. The 
list of healthy Flames players was down to four by Friday morning — 

Matthew Tkachuk, Blake Coleman, Michael Stone and backup goalie 
Dan Vladar — just enough to play one long shift of three-on-three 
overtime. 

Colorado and Florida also had their pre-Christmas games postponed. 

Of the teams that did play Thursday, many did so shorthanded. 
Colorado’s Cale Makar and Darcy Kuemper became unavailable so close 
to game time that the option was put to the team — play or postpone — 
and ultimately, they opted to play (and ended up losing to a Nashville 
team missing three of its top forwards). 

How surreal was that game? 

On the Nashville side, the entire NHL coaching staff was unavailable and 
then suddenly, so was Dan Hinote, who was supposed to step in for John 
Hynes on an interim basis (against his former team). On the Colorado 
side, defenceman Jack Johnson received a negative test in the middle of 
the first period — rushed to put on his gear — and joined the action after 
about 16 minutes had run off the clock. Goalie Pavel Francouz made his 
first regular-season start in almost two years and needed a lot more help 
than he got from the mish-mash line-up playing in front of him. 

There was talk of reinstituting the taxi squads that were in place last year, 
since the COVID-19 numbers kept creeping up and the league reluctantly 
started postponing more games on Friday, which was seen previously 
only as a last resort. 

And against that backdrop, there was also a daily, ongoing discussion 
about the NHL’s Olympic participation and the question, why? 

Why, in a year of so much uncertainty, is it even on the table anymore? 
Doesn’t someone need to step in and say, “there’s too much going on in 
the world right now to consider travelling to China?” 

The NHL and the NHL Players’ Association have the power to do that — 
and that’s a decision that needs to happen, but probably won’t until early 
January, just because the league and the PA have until then to see how 
events play over the holiday season. 

The thinking: Maybe the world does a quick-about face — COVID-19 
cases plateau — and they start to see signs that the worst is over. In that 
cross-your-fingers, ultra-optimistic scenario, and with the Olympics not 
set to begin until early February, maybe they can find a way to navigate a 
twisting, turning path that gets them to the start line of the Beijing 
Olympics against all odds. 

Put me in the camp of the pessimists that believe that just isn’t going to 
happen. 

Someone mentioned to me Thursday that a handful of player agents are 
asking their clients to take a good, long hard look at what makes 
participating in the Olympics so appealing to them — and do those 
reasons still apply to this event at this particular point in time? To me, 
that makes a lot of sense. Because we are all aware that philosophically, 
the Olympics collectively do matter to the players — a lot. They were 
deeply disappointed when they couldn’t go in 2018. Their collective 
absence turned the men’s Olympic hockey event into a B-level 
international competition, with limited appeal to most everyone outside of 
the actual participants and their families. It also meant that when the 
league and the NHLPA negotiated that CBA extension back in the 
summer of 2020, one of the major concessions that got the deal done 
was reinstating Olympic participation for NHL players. 

So, we all know it matters, but why does it matter? Is it: 

1. The chance to participate in a best-on-best competition? 

2. The prospect of winning an Olympic gold medal? 

Or: 

3. The experience of mingling with other athletes from other sports from 
every corner of the world? 
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Henrik Lundqvist touched on this during the TNT broadcast on 
Wednesday night and essentially, we learned from the discussion that 
the correct answer is actually: d) all of the above. 

The competitors among them enjoy the challenge of playing best-on-best 
hockey. Ideally, they would like to earn an Olympic gold medal as a 
career legacy achievement, because for many, or even most, it would 
rank just slightly below a Stanley Cup championship. (That was the point 
that fellow TNT panelist Rick Tocchet made). And finally, Lundqvist noted 
the appeal of the full Olympic experience, which means staying in the 
athletes’ village and interacting in the cafeterias and bars with other 
athletes in other sports from around the world. 

So, let’s carefully examine those reasons, point by point in the same way 
NHL players are hopefully doing right now. 

Even if they go to Beijing, the chances of mingling with other athletes in 
the dining halls and clubs just flat out isn’t going to happen. Testing 
protocols will be strict. Athletes will be as isolated as they can be in order 
to minimize the risks of community transmission. It will be an Olympics 
conducted in a bubble — and even more utilitarian than the 2020 NHL 
playoff bubble that irritated so many of the players because of its 
restrictive nature. 

If best-on-best matters, well, that’s not going to happen either at an 
Olympics that includes a team from China, which is going to be wildly 
overmatched against NHL competition. Think about what those games 
against China might look like. Presumably, the coaches will instruct their 
teams to take the foot off the gas pedal as soon as they’ve established a 
respectable cushion, in order to not embarrass the hosts. 

So, if you strike a) and c) from the list, then the only other reason they’re 
still thinking about going to Beijing is b) the chance to win an Olympic 
gold medal. 

On the one hand, it’s fair to acknowledge that Olympics only come 
around every four years and players careers are relatively short. A player 
who might be a candidate in 2022 might age out by 2026. For someone 
like Jarome Iginla, who had a distinguished career, went to the Hall of 
Fame, didn’t win a Stanley Cup, when he reflects back on his playing 
days, the two gold medals — in 2002 and 2010 — rank high on his list of 
career achievements. 

The problem is, in Canada — and increasingly, elsewhere around the 
hockey world — teams have to leave with a win. Anything else is 
disappointing. That’s what sets hockey players apart from other Olympic 
athletes, where getting on the podium counts for a lot. 

By contrast, in hockey, the attitude seems to be gold-or-nothing. I remain 
struck by how little the Canadian team in 1998 was engaged in the 
bronze-medal game against Finland, which the Finns clearly wanted 
more than the Canadians. 

Afterward, to a man, the Canadian response was that they came to 
Nagano to win a gold medal and when that wasn’t possible anymore, it 
was hard to find the proper motivation to play in the third-place game 
(where a win would have produced an Olympic medal. Maybe not the 
color they wanted, but an Olympic medal nonetheless). 

I remember writing at the time how some of these players might regret, 
20 years later, not trying a little harder, because — in retirement — any 
sort of Olympic medal might seem better than none at all, which is what 
they left with. But it’s hard for young competitive athletes to get past that 
winning-is-the-only-thing-that-matters mentality. You can see, even in 
world juniors, players ditching silver medals because that wasn’t what 
they set out to accomplish. 

So, if you’re an NHL player today, weighing the pros and cons of an 
Olympic decision, you’d have to consider the time of trouble of flying to 
and from China — of competing safely in the Games, and then emerging 
with a gold medal. That’s the perfect outcome. In the end, 25 players on 
one national team go home happy, and the other 125 NHLers who made 
the trek return to North America, nursing different levels of 

disappointment. Plus, you also run the risk of getting injured, or getting 
sick. 

Presumably, there’ll be a trickle of players who follow Robin Lehner’s 
lead and say, “thanks, but no thanks” when it comes to getting a chance 
to play for his national team, believing the risks to be too great. 

This week, you’ve heard any number of players expressing renewed 
caution about 2022, mostly having to do with the possibility of a lengthy 
(up to five weeks) quarantine in China, should they test positive. Connor 
McDavid’s comments on this matter from Tuesday were echoed 
constantly at player availabilities around the league. 

McDavid described the situation as “very fluid” and described the 
possibility of a three-to-five-week quarantine as “unsettling.” Sensibly, 
McDavid concluded by while he “obviously” wanted to play in the 
Olympics, “we also want to make sure it’s safe for everybody and all the 
athletes, not just the hockey players.” 

So, what seemed like almost a sure thing last summer now seems far 
less certain at the moment. 

Instead of leaving it in the hands of individual players, it makes far more 
sense for the league and the PA to jointly pull the plug together. That’s 
what leaders do. 

It’s like being a parent. Sometimes, you make an unpopular decision 
because you know it’s the right thing for your child — and you hope that 
somewhere down the road they understand that. The league and the 
players can collectively express disappointment and frustration that it’s 
come to this and then reiterate that plans remain in place for NHL players 
to participate in the 2026 Olympics in Italy when, hopefully, things are 
back to normal. 

Here’s what I would propose. Even though the current CBA won’t be in 
effect anymore by 2030, the NHL could — as a show of good faith — 
promise the players that the league will guarantee that they can go and 
can compete in the 2030 Games, if they skip 2022. That way, the spirit of 
the agreement they negotiated two summers ago (a promise to the 
players that they’ll get to compete in at least two Olympics) can be 
honored. 

And if you did withdraw from the Olympics, then the three open weeks in 
the league’s February schedule could be used to reschedule any games 
that may be cancelled in the interim. You’d have to think a lot of players 
feel the way Nashville Predators forward Nick Cousins did when he 
tweeted Thursday that the league should enter its Christmas break a 
week early, to get as many players as possible out of protocol and get 
some semblance of NHL line-ups back. Because however you look at it, 
it’s a nightmarish can of worms that hardly seems worth it at this point. 

Paul Maurice done in Winnipeg 

Lots to digest from Friday’s unexpected Winnipeg Jets’ coaching change, 
after Paul Maurice suddenly resigned and was replaced, on an interim 
basis, for the remainder of the season, by assistant coach Dave Lowry. 

But let’s start with a point I made in last week’s column, which is that 
sometimes, a coach’s time with a team simply just runs its course. 
Ultimately, that’s what happened in Winnipeg. The Jets got off to a good 
start — were floundering lately — and had sunk to fifth place in the 
Central Division, five points out of a playoff spot. Unless there was an 
immediate about-face, it looked as if a season that began with so much 
promise and reasonably high expectations was in danger of going off the 
rails. 

Without actually saying it, GM Kevin Cheveldayoff clearly felt that a 
coaching change might be the only way to reverse the team’s course and 
it sounded as if Maurice agreed with that assessment. 

Maurice himself couldn’t have been any clearer on that front. He flat out 
said: “They need a new voice to get themselves to the next place” and 
noted twice in his press conference that it was a good day for the 
organization — and also a good day for him personally. That he could 
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watch them play on Friday night and get up on Saturday morning, and 
realize he didn’t have an office to go to anymore. 

Watching his press conference, there seemed to be a mixture of relief to 
accompany the disappointment of not being able to get the Jets to the 
finish line and, if not win a championship, go on another deep playoff run. 
Maurice first became an NHL head coach at the age of 28, second-
youngest in history behind Gary Green. He currently stands sixth in 
career wins (775) and fourth in overall games coached (1,684). 
Assuming at the age of 58, he lands another gig somewhere in the NHL, 
he could eventually coach more games than any other coach in league 
history. 

It just wasn’t going to happen in Winnipeg, where his tenure came up one 
month short of eight full years (he was hired in January of 2014). 

Tellingly, Cheveldayoff noted that in his conversations with Maurice 
about contract extensions, the latter always only asked for one-year 
deals, on the grounds that “being happy in life and being happy in my 
job” were important to him. So clearly, an indication that he would leave 
first before ever getting pushed out of a job. 

Eventually, even the most successful coaches find their messages falling 
on deaf ears? Did that happen here? Cheveldayoff said he didn’t think 
so, but added an interesting caveat. 

“Even in the real disappointing losses, I thought we worked,” he said. “A 
lot of times, you hear the term, ‘he lost the room.’ I really didn’t’ think that 
the guys ever stopped working and I don’t think they stopped listening. 
Did they stop hearing? It’s semantics but I think it is a different thing. 

“There are a lot of guys in that room, it’s going to be an adjustment for 
them, but I think that adjustment is going to be good. I met with the team 
after Paul did. This is a good group. They like each other. They care for 
each other. And I think they’re a good hockey team. I said, ‘I don’t like 
waking up every morning and seeing on NHL.com, where we’re at (in the 
standings).’ I said, ‘I don’t think you guys do either.’” 

In his address to the team, Cheveldayoff said he challenged them simply 
to be better. 

“I said, ‘you guys are the only ones that can do this.’ The coach and that? 
Yeah, that’s fine. But you guys play the game. You have to hold 
yourselves accountable. You have to make sure we’re not sitting here at 
the end of the year and in exit meetings, saying ‘this could have been this 
could have been, or should have been.’” 

Lowry will coach until the end of the year, and an evaluation will be made 
at that point, said Cheveldayoff, who called the new coach (and father of 
Jets’ center Adam Lowry), “an experienced hockey man. He played over 
1,000 games. He’s coached at a lot of different levels. He’s a guy that 
obviously has learned some things at the feet of Paul Maurice. When I 
talked to him (Thursday night) about this opportunity, you could see the 
wheels turning right away. Even in my subsequent conversations, he’s 
got some things he wants to do. He’s certainly taken that next step and 
I’m excited for him.” 

In Maurice’s parting thought, he wished the team nothing but the best. 

“At all levels, I’m connected to these guys like I’ve never been in a room 
before,” he said. “All of them. I care for every one of them. I want the best 
for every one of them. I want the best for every one of them — and I want 
the best for me too. And that’s why we’re here today. 

“I’ll leave you with this last thought: It was a great day when I got hired by 
the Jets — for the Jets and for me. And today’s a great day today too — 
for the Jets and for me.” 

The Flower blooms 

Last week, Marc-Andre Fleury picked up his 500th career NHL win, 
which is a mark that only two others — Martin Brodeur and Patrick Roy 
— have reached. Never mind that Fleury’s played in the era of overtimes 
and shootouts and so doesn’t have a lot of pesky tie games cluttering his 
resume (the way, someone like Mike Vernon does). 

Five hundred wins is a special threshold and it leads to a few different 
questions: Where does he rank in the pantheon of NHL goalies? Is he 
the starter on the Canadian Olympic team? And if the Blackhawks fall out 
of playoff contention, how likely is he to approve a trade to a contender if 
it means a shot at another Stanley Cup. And for that matter, would he 
want to play beyond this season if he is forced to uproot his family once 
again. Because he did give it some long thought in the offseason, 
whether to report to Chicago at all. Chicago’s been better in the second 
quarter than the first. And after a rough start, Fleury has been looking 
more like his old self — and more like someone who might be starting for 
Canada in goal in the Olympics. 

Fleury reached the milestone in an away game in Montreal last week, 
and he was honored for it on Wednesday before the Blackhawks’ home 
game against the visiting Washington Capitals. Fleury won a thriller 5-4 
in OT over the Caps and Ilya Samsonov, and prior to the start of that 
game, Fleury had been on a 7-3 run, with a 1.87 goals-against average, 
a .939 save percentage, two shutouts and in seven of the 10 games, had 
given up two goals or fewer. 

Impressive after a difficult 0-4 start, with bloated ugly stats right out the 
gate that take time to gradually come down. But he’s a competitor, with 
experience and a winning pedigree. If the NHL ends up going to the 
Olympics after all, it’s hard to imagine if you’re Canadian coach Jon 
Cooper and you need to turn to someone to win a gold-medal game, that 
of the choices at his disposal, it wouldn’t be Fleury that he turns to. 

Nicklas Backstrom returns 

The Capitals played the Blackhawks game without Evgeni Kuznevstov, 
who was out because of COVID-19 protocols (again, if you can believe 
it). On the plus side, they did get Nicklas Backstrom back in the lineup for 
the first time all season. Backstrom had a lingering hip injury that didn’t 
require surgery, but required a lengthy rehab stint that cost him 
essentially the first third of the season. 

Coach Peter Laviolette didn’t immediately go back to Backstrom and Alex 
Ovechkin on the same line at five-on-five, even in Kuznetsov’s absence. 
Instead, Backstrom centered the No. 2 line with T.J. Oshie and Conor 
Sheary, but they were together on the first power-play unit, which had 
been in a slump until then (zero goals in the previous six games — a No. 
25 rating and a below-average 16.5 per cent success rate) — not 
numbers you’d ever associate with a PP that still included Ovechkin and 
John Carlson. Backstrom’s presence made a difference — he earned the 
primary assist on Ovechkin’s career No. 274th power-play goal, tying him 
with Dave Andreychuk for the all-time power-play goal-scoring lead. 

Vegas finds its way 

Watching the line of Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone and Chandler 
Stephenson play so well for the Golden Knights, you have to wonder: 
Does coach Peter DeBoer tamper with their chemistry when Jack Eichel 
is ready to return? Or does it make more sense to start Eichel between 
Reilly Smith and Jonathan Marchessault, in place of William Karlsson, 
who generally plays there (and is back in the Vegas lineup for now after 
missing 15 games with a broken foot). 

Karlsson has had a rough time of it this year; even before the injury, his 
production was way down and currently sits at seven points in 14 games 
played. That trio – of Karlsson, Smith and Marchessault – was one of the 
reasons why Vegas had such a successful inaugural reason and 
ultimately resulted in a pretty good payday for Karlsson (eight years, $47 
million), which comes out to a $5.9 million AAV. That would be fair value 
if he could ever have duplicated that 43-goal pace from his first year with 
the Golden Knights, but seems like an overpay now for a once-in-a-
lifetime season. 

To get cap compliant when Eichel is ready to play, the Golden Knights 
are going to need to move some money out. Could that be Karlsson? 
The contract is staggeringly challenging to ditch — five years left after 
this one with a modified no-trade clause, so you couldn’t do it without 
attaching a major sweetener — and getting the player to agree. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 18, 2021 

 

But it does seem like the path of least resistance. When Eichel is ready 
to play and with the way Stephenson is performing, Karlsson would then 
be no higher than a third-liner on the depth chart. Let’s face it: $5.9 
million per season is a lot to pay for a third liner, even if you had the 
salary-cap cushion to do so — which Vegas doesn’t. Karlsson was an 
integral, initial piece of the “Golden Misfits” group, but if Vegas was 
prepared to move out Fleury and Nate Schmidt previously, you can be 
certain they’d have no hesitation in doing the same with Karlsson. If only 
they could. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Since it’s the most wonderful time of 
the year, we wrote letters to Santa from each team 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Dec 17, 2021  

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year. That, of course, means we have 
the most wonderful power rankings of the year: Christmas edition. 

There were a few ways we could’ve done this and there are some we will 
save in the vault for future Christmases to come. For this version, our first 
Christmas rankings ever, we looked back towards our roots for 
inspiration: this playoff edition featured letters to goalies from fake 
children. 

Who else gets letters this time of year? That’s right, the big guy wearing 
red up in the North Pole who is getting ready to invade homes across the 
world. For each team, we wrote a fake letter to Santa — the exact wacky, 
silly thing that has these power rankings on Santa’s nice list, unlike all 
other power rankings. 

Also, we ranked some teams too, but that’s obviously less important. 
Happy holidays, folks! Enjoy our latest descent into unhinged madness. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 17-8-2 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dear Santa, 

When I grow up I want to be a doctor. For Christmas, can I have a junior 
first aid kit so I can learn how to do it and be the bestest doctor ever? All 
my friends have lots of boo-boos so I’ll have lots of practice! 

Thanks Santa! 

Love, Jared 

The Avalanche are finally looking like the team many thought they’d be 
and that comes from finally being healthy. Well. They *were* healthy-ish, 
and then they ran into a new string of injuries plus a bout of Covid-related 
absences. The Avs aren’t out of the woods yet, but they’re making moves 
up the standings and The Rankings. We’ll give them a pass for their loss 
to Nashville – they had eight regulars out of the lineup – but it’s getting 
harder to deny them their rightful spot at the top. Colorado is currently 
averaging 4.22 goals-per-game, the most since the Penguins in 1995-96. 
It’s 0.33 more than the next best team in the salary cap era. 

Olli Maatta and Steven Stamkos (Kim Klement / USA TODAY) 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 19-6-4 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dear Santa, 

Just get me the same thing you got me the last two years. 

Love, Steven 

Back-to-back Cups, why not make it a three-peat? The Lightning, even 
without Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov, have been rolling and 
continue to look like a juggernaut. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Record: 18-7-4 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dear Santa, 

I thought you already got me what I wanted, but now I’m not so sure! I 
don’t want anything else. Just read my letter from the summer. It’s very 
short. Just one thing. 

Love, Bill 

Good as the Panthers have been at times, they’ll still go only as far as 
goalies Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight can take them. Knight 
looks, uh, not ready, and Bobrovsky — after a .944 October — has come 
back to Earth. He was at .917 for November and sits at .844 so far this 
month. GM Bill Zito and the rest of the franchise had better hope that’s 
temporary. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 20-8-2 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

Dear Santa, 

I think I’ve been really good this year, especially in school where I do all 
my homework every day. My teacher says I’m really smart, but every 
time there’s a big test I get nervous and forget how to do it. My daddy 
gets really frustrated with me because he helps me all the time, but my 
report card at the end of the year is always bad. Can you help me get an 
A, Santa? My daddy would be so happy and proud of me. 

Thanks, Santa! You’re the best! 

Love, Mitchell 

The Leafs can keep winning all they want, they’ll only be judged if they 
can do it when it counts. That’ll depend on Mitch Marner being at his best 
come playoff time after back-to-back disappearing acts. Getting healthy 
is his first priority right now and the Leafs have only been so-so without 
him, going 3-2-1. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 20-7-1 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 4 

Dear Santa, 
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I don’t want anything for myself. I just want my friend Tony to get 
whatever he asks for. He’s been very good this year. 

Thanks, Don 

GM Don Waddell and the Hurricanes took an off-ice risk on Tony 
DeAngelo during the offseason, and in terms of production, it has paid 
off. His 10 primary assists this season are tied for fifth among 
defensemen, and he’s tied for ninth overall with 19 points. 

6. Washington Capitals 

Record: 17-5-7 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dear Santa, 

Nevermind! Christmas came early! 

Love, Alex 

MEANWHILE ON THE CAPITALS TIKTOK: 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YFTB6LYFGB 

— SAMANTHA PELL (@SAMANTHAJPELL) DECEMBER 15, 2021 

Everyone is thrilled to see Nicklas Backstrom make it back to 
Washington’s lineup before the holidays. Call it irony or coincidence, but 
Backstrom’s return came on the same day Evgeny Kuznetsov entered 
COVID-19 protocol for the third time. Before that, coach Peter Laviolette 
said he wouldn’t break up Ovechkin and Kuznetsov for Backstrom, but … 
the choice has been made for him. It’s better this way, even though 
Ovechkin’s numbers are likely to take a hit. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 19-8-2 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dear Santa, 

We don’t have a lot to ask for — our team is so good! — so please give 
us the top spot in The Athletic Power Rankings. We’ve been asking for 
weeks. Some of us have not been very nice, though. Is that OK? 

Love, Wild fans 

The Russo Army runs deep. Someday, we’ll give you guys what you 
want. Just not today. Not after a shootout loss to Buffalo where the Wild 
were outplayed for most of the game. 

Keith Kinkaid and Mika Zibanejad (Joe Camporeale / USA TODAY) 

8. New York Rangers 

Record: 19-7-3 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Dear Santa, 

There’s this really big bully at my school named Tom. I know it’s naughty, 
but I don’t want to get beat up no more. Can you please get me some 
boxing gloves for Christmas? 

Thanks, Santa. I promise I’ll be good once he learns his lesson. 

Your friend, Artemi 

Our bold pre-season take was that no Ranger would end up fighting Tom 
Wilson this year. We’ll have to wait another two months for the next 
matchup, but some holiday fighting lessons should help in case it 
happens. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 15-8-5 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Dear Santa, 

Please bring industrial-sized bottles of polyurethane, paint and wood 
stain. Our house looks wonderful — but we need to make sure we have 
enough finish. 

Can’t wait, Coach Mike 

There’s plenty to like about the way the Penguins are playing. If the 
pucks start going in a bit more — and over the last several games, the 
signs have started to emerge — they’re going to be scary. 

10. Calgary Flames 

Record: 15-7-6 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Dear Santa, 

We’re stuck at home for a while. Can we all get Playstation 5s or 
something? 

Love, Most of the Flames 

Here’s hoping 30 members of the organization spending 10 days in the 
protocol is the worst thing to come out of Calgary’s COVID outbreak. 
They’d hit their first real rough patch of the season, dropping four in a 
row. Add bouncing back from that to the list of challenges they’re about 
to face. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 18-11-0 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 12 

Dear Santa, 

For Christmas this year I want a tent and two sleeping bags. My best 
friend Jack really wants to come sleep over, but mom says there’s no 
room in the house for him because grandma and grandpa took the other 
bedroom and Uncle Evgenii is sleeping on the couch. I don’t think that’s 
very fair and I just want my friend Jack to have a nice Christmas. He’s 
been really sad lately and maybe if we sleep outside my mom will let him 
stay over and he can be happy. 

Thanks, Santa. 

Love, Kelly 

Vegas’s current projected cap hit is a little over $91 million which is, uhh, 
well above the salary cap. Something’s gotta give here to fit Jack Eichel 
under the cap and it’s hard to be sure what it’s going to be. Reilly Smith 
is probably the easiest choice, but that won’t be enough. 
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12. Nashville Predators 

Record: 18-10-1 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 14 

Dear Santa, 

I’d like a do-over on this tweet. 

PAUSE THE SEASON UNTIL AFTER CHRISTMAS ? THIS IS 
RIDICULOUS HTTPS://T.CO/4LYEKDD906 

— NICK COUSINS (@COUS27) DECEMBER 16, 2021 

Thanks, Nick 

Not long after Nick Cousins sent that, he joined several teammates in the 
COVID protocol. The Preds won five straight before running into their 
issues, and their schedule over the next 10 days is relentless. Getting a 
break for them wouldn’t be the worse thing. 

13. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 16-8-5 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 11 

Dear Santa, 

This guy we know, Dom, is being a real jerk to us. Forget our presents, 
can you please just put a lot of coal under his tree? 

Thanks Santa! 

Love, every St. Louis Blues fan 

All the Blues do is win, even if it’s with their third-string goalie. They 
deserve a bit more respect, no? But when a team is in the bottom third in 
expected goals percentage in a season where there are *a lot* of good 
teams, it’s difficult to push the Blues any higher. 

14. Boston Bruins 

Record: 14-10-2 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Dear Santa, 

I’m having a lot of trouble scoring. Can you send one of those 
relationship advice books or how to pick up girls books? I’m just looking 
for a quick fix here. 

Thanks, Coach Bruce 

Sometimes, two people can have the exact same wish lists for Santa. 
When you’re coaching Pittsburgh and Boston who both rank near the 
league’s bottom in scoring relative to expectations — it’s clear what’s 
going to be at the top of that list. Boston’s situation feels a bit direr as the 
Bruins rank 24th in goals-per-60 at five-on-five this year. 

Vladislav Gavrikov and Connor McDavid (Perry Nelson / USA TODAY) 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 17-11-0 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dear Santa, 

Here’s my Christmas list for this year, I know it’s a lot, but I think I’ve 
been a very good boy this year. I just hope it’s not too much trouble. 

One more top-six winger 

One third-line center 

Two bottom-six wingers 

Two competent defencemen who can move the puck 

Dog treats for Lenny 

Some goaltending help 

A new marble coffee table 

More penalties drawn 

Another Hart and Art Ross trophy, and a Ted Lindsay award. Maybe 
even a Rocket Richard 

At least four, but hopefully 16 playoff wins 

Thanks Santa. I feel like you’re the last person I can turn to. 

Your pal, Connor 

Edmonton had lost six straight going into Thursday and suddenly things 
were looking spicy in Oilers Nation. It got so bad that the team was 
rumored to be in talks with Mike Babcock which is par for the course for a 
team that signed Cody Ceci and re-signed Tyson Barrie this offseason. 
This team, as Connor’s wish list suggests, is more than an outdated and 
overrated coach away from contending. We’ll see if a win against 
Columbus to stop the skid was enough to spark a turnaround. 

16. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 17-9-5 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Dear Santa, 

My friend Trevor was on the phone and the computer all week long 
talking to new people about his cool play. I’d like to do that, too. 

Love, Troy 

Man, what a season Troy Terry is having. Trevor Zegras has swooped in 
and understandably stolen some of that shine, but we shouldn’t lose sight 
of how vital Terry has been to the Ducks start. Just a fun, creative, 
productive player who’s seemingly come out of nowhere. Give him some 
attention, too. 

TROY TERRY SCORED HIS 18TH GOAL OF THE SEASON TO JOIN 
SOME ELITE @ANAHEIMDUCKS COMPANY THROUGH 30 GAMES 
PLAYED.#NHLSTATS: HTTPS://T.CO/R93V38LA70 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/IGGMBEVQZS 

— NHL PUBLIC RELATIONS (@PR_NHL) DECEMBER 16, 2021 

17. Dallas Stars 

Record: 13-11-2 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 
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Dear Santa, 

We just want a list of fun things people can do for $9.875 million. 
Because right now, we’re spending that much money on something that 
isn’t very fun. 

Love, Jim and Rick 

Stars coach Rick Bowness, after his team’s fourth straight loss, was very, 
very unhappy with the effort of his forwards, and it didn’t take a scientist 
to figure out he was talking about Tyler Seguin. It’s understandable. 
Seguin has 11 points in 27 games, and the Stars are floundering 
because they rely far too heavily on their top line. They’re still within 
shouting distance of a wild card, but they need more from one of the 
highest-paid players in the NHL. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 14-15-2 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 19 

Dear Santa, 

Thanks so much for the early Christmas present!!! This Bruce Boudreau 
action figure is awesome!!!!! 

Love, Francesco 

6-0-0 with Bruce behind the bench and while the underlying process isn’t 
that much better, the vibes right now are immaculate. The Canucks may 
never lose again!  

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 13-10-5 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

Dear Santa, 

I’m not sure how you can make this happen, and I know a lot of people 
have been asking for a long time, but can I please get some better 
defensive numbers? I’ll be good, I swear. 

Love, Mark 

Murat dropped one of the best pieces on the site earlier this week in the 
wake of the Jets losing to Buffalo, about Mark Scheifele’s ongoing 
inability to round out his defensive game. It’s been discussed for years, 
but this sums up the Jets’ issues and proposes an interesting solution. 
It’s, uh … 

DARN! PIC.TWITTER.COM/LHD94KQJMA 

— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) DECEMBER 11, 2021 

20. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 15-14-1 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Dear Santa, 

Fun must be always   

Please bring lots of toys for Christmas! Like new Nerf gun to shoot Timo 
or Lego with Harry Potter on it. Big Joe not here anymore so no worries 
about the chickens, just milk and cookies for you!! 

Love, Tomas 

That’s six goals in his last five games for Tomas Hertl who’s starting to 
round back into form. It’s a shock the Sharks are in the playoff hunt at all, 
but it’s an even bigger one with Hertl not being quite at the level he’s 
known for. If that changes San Jose can make things interesting. 

21. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 9-17-1 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Dear Santa, 

Please keep the Senators wins coming! Money printer go brrrrrr! 

Love, Dom 

Over the last couple of weeks, Ottawa has beat Carolina (+290), 
Colorado (+215), New Jersey (+165), Tampa Bay (+180), and Florida 
(+240) at long odds and Dom will not shut up about it after betting on the 
Senators each time. 

BETTING ON OTTAWA LIKE PIC.TWITTER.COM/DEHHG7GKMO 

— DOM AT THE ATHLETIC (@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) DECEMBER 15, 
2021 

22. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 13-10-5 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Dear Santa, 

Please, please, PLEASE, bring me a letter saying I made the Olympic 
team. PLEASE. I’ve been so good this year! I have 13 points in 11 
games and have been playing 25 minutes per night! That’s wayyyyyyyyy 
better than some of those other guys. Please Santa, I’ll never ask for 
anything again and I’ll never complain to my mom and dad about that 
dorky Matthew kid from across the street. I promise! 

Thanks Santa!!! 

Love, Drew 

PS, if it’s not asking too much, I wouldn’t mind another Norris trophy 
either!! 

Drew Doughty is going to make Team Canada if there is a Team Canada 
at all. Just accept it now, because it’s happening. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 14-13-3 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dear Santa, 

I know I’m a goalie. I like being a goalie very much and I’m happy when 
my teammates score. But I want to score, too. Please give me an NHL 
goal. 
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Thank you, Alex 

We’ve watched Marc-Andre Fleury try, openly and desperately, to score 
on an empty net for nearly two decades. The try-hard crown now belongs 
to Alex Nedeljkovic, who got a taste of it in the ECHL and AHL and has 
been chasing it ever since. He talked about going for it this week against 
the Islanders, and it’s far from the first time it’s come up. So, let’s get him 
one. Things are going pretty well otherwise in Detroit; the Calder 
candidates look great, and they’re no longer in immediate danger to 
screw up their draft spot with a playoff run. 

24. New York Islanders 

Record: 8-12-5 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Dear Santa, 

I have a long list, but all I really need you to do is pick one of these 
things. I would like to have Jordan Eberle back on my team. If not, I 
would like to keep playing with Anders and Josh. If not, I would like you 
to tell Team Canada that I am trying my best. 

Hope you can help, Mathew 

Poor Mat Barzal. Just when he was starting to cook (nine points in six 
games), he landed on the COVID list. His planned linemate, Kyle 
Palmieri, is shooting 1.8 percent. He shuffled between several other guys 
before finding chemistry with Anders Lee and Josh Bailey … and now 
he’s out. Hopefully, for him, Canada GM Doug Armstrong understands 
the extenuating circumstances and doesn’t judge him too harshly. 

25. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 10-13-5 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Dear Santa, 

Remember when we showed people our new New Jersey jersey and 
everyone went crazy for a few days? It was all anybody talked about, I 
want that to happen again, because it might distract everyone from how 
bad we are playing. 

Thanks, Marty 

Credit the Devils, we suppose, for seeming to fly under the radar for the 
past several weeks. They came into Thursday having lost 12 of their last 
15 (outscored 59-38) and then dropped another one against Vegas. In 
their previous 11, opponents had scored as much on the Devils’ power 
play as the Devils. At least Jack Hughes is riding a four-game point 
streak. There’s that. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 14-13-1 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 26 

Dear Santa, 

I’m not sure how much sway you have in Finland, but if you could get 
them to change their mandatory military service requirement, I’d really 
owe you one. 

Let me know, Joonas 

Hard times for Blue Jackets goalie Joonas Korpisalo, who’s under 
pressure from the Finnish government to complete his conscription this 
offseason. He, uh, does not want to deal with that, as Aaron Portzline 
wrote. That’s worth a letter to Santa, rather than asking for anything 
specific for a team that’s come crashing back to earth over the last few 
weeks. 

Alex DeBrincat (Kamil Krzaczynski / USA TODAY) 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 11-15-2 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Dear Alex, 

Why have you been missing all your shifts at the workshop? It’s the 
holiday rush, we need all hands on deck here or we’re not going to have 
enough toys for all the children! I expect you to be at your station 
tomorrow at 9:00 AM NPST, sharp. 

Best, 

Santa 

It’s a short joke and we’re sorry about it. In the spirit of Christmas, it had 
to be done — at least one NHLer had to be one of Santa’s elves and 
unfortunately for Alex DeBrincat, Rocco Grimaldi has spent most of his 
time in the AHL this season. Not short is DeBrincat’s goal total: 16 in 28 
games, a 47-goal pace. Not bad and yet another reason that height 
doesn’t matter — signed, the two 5’10” bloggers. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 11-12-5 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Dear Santa, 

This might sound like a strange request. I like Rasmus a lot. That’s why I 
traded for him. And he’s been good, I think! But if he plays much better, 
it’s going to cost me a lot of money. I can’t help it. So I’m asking for him 
to play exactly as well as he is right now. No better, no worse. 

Thank you, Chuck 

For as bad as things have gone this season in Philadelphia, Rasmus 
Ristolainen has been … fine. He’s second among Flyers defensemen 
with an expected goals rate around 48 percent; he’s doing it in second-
pair minutes; he chipped in two assists this week; he’s playing with an 
edge. All good things. The issue for Philly, though, is that he ratchets it 
up in time to earn another insane contract. Best to hover around the “yep, 
give him $3.5 million a year and move on” zone.  

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 10-16-3 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Dear Santa, 

I’ve never had much luck with this stuff, so I’m just going to come right 
out and say it: please leave some goaltending under the tree this year. 
Please. I’m begging you. 
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Sincerely, Ron 

When Ron Francis was GM of the Hurricanes his teams were always 
undone by goaltending. The Kraken are going through the same thing 
here and though they’re a much worse team than any previous iteration 
of Carolina, you had to figure their goaltending would’ve been better. 
Philipp Grubauer and Chris Driedger are no Scott Darling and Eddie 
Lack. Ron is a cursed man. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 10-15-4 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Dear Santa, 

Things are going very well right now. Just keep Trevor Zegras and Sonny 
Milano away from me, and I’ll be a very happy boy. 

Love, Uko-Pekka 

Was it ideal that Uko-Pekka Luukkonen, in his first NHL start of the 
season, was on the receiving end of a mix-tape goal? No. But he’s a 
legitimate reason for optimism in Buffalo. Still just 22, he put up a .939 
save percentage in his first five starts. The Sabres will take that; they’ve 
started 21 goalies, including five this season alone, since Ryan Miller left 
town. 

Jackson Cates, Alexander Romanov and Cayden Primeau (Jean-Yves 
Ahern / USA TODAY) 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 7-21-3 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank:  31 

Sean rank: 31 

Cher Père Noël, 

Je ne sais pas si c’est possible, mais si vous pouviez demander à vos 
lutins de construire une machine à remonter dans le temps à laisser sous 
l’arbre, ça serait incroyable! Je veux juste revenir six mois en arrière. 

Ton ami le plus cher, Marc 

It’s wild just how much has changed in Montreal in just under half a year. 
From close to hockey’s pinnacle all the way down to the basement. It 
cost Marc Bergevin his job, and rightfully so, but that’s because he took 
the wrong lessons from that run. A lot of people did. Hockey remains a 
random and chaotic game where a bad team can string together a few 
series wins once in a blue moon. That version of the Habs wasn’t exactly 
bad, but they weren’t a good team by any stretch. This season, last 
season, and the season before that should be enough to cement that 
fact. Montreal is 25th in points percentage over that time. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 5-21-2 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

To: Santa 

From: Mr. Meruelo 

Arena 

This one needs no explanation, but a new arena won’t fix an on-ice 
product that has been god awful for a long, long time. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames trying to 'think positive, test negative' during latest 
COVID shutdown 

 

Eric Francis 

 

CALGARY – Finally, a positive that wasn’t produced in a lab. 

On a day that began with a 19th Calgary Flames player placed in 
COVID-19 protocol, leave it to GM Brad Treliving to look on the bright 
side of a situation that now has his team sidelined through the Christmas 
break. 

“We have a pretty good 3-on-3 team, but they might have been tired 
when it’s all said and done,” said Treliving, who still has Matthew 
Tkachuk, Blake Coleman, Michael Stone and goalie Dan Vladar who 
haven’t tested positive ... at least yet. 

“I joked with Darryl (Sutter), it was probably the only time players 
wouldn’t have bitched about ice time.” 

Adding even more much-needed levity to his availability by wrapping it up 
with, “think positive, test negative,” Treliving’s take on the NHL’s decision 
to postpone games slated for Tuesday and Thursday was predictable. 

“I think it’s the right call,” he said, wrapping up a week in which 32 of his 
players, coaches and support staffers tested positive since Saturday. 

“There comes a point when you don’t have any guys left. 

“It was the only call that could be made.” 

With the list of players in COVID-19 protocol surging past 20 per cent of 
the league this season, the Florida Panthers and Colorado Avalanche 
were also shut down through Dec. 26 on Friday, prompting Treliving and 
head physician/medical director Ian Auld to field questions. 

There are few answers. 

No, there is no timeline yet for a return to the ice for anyone in the 
Flames organization, although it is reasonable to expect the home game 
against Edmonton on Dec. 27 could proceed. 

That’s assuming the omicron surge allows the NHL to return by then. 

By then the bulk of the players should be out of isolation, as the update 
from Auld reiterated that most players are asymptomatic so far. 

“Overwhelmingly, our cases so far have been either asymptomatic or 
mildly symptomatic,” said Auld. 

“We do have a few people, somewhere between four and six, and a lot of 
cases are in evolution so it may change, that have had moderate 
symptoms. Chills, fevers, fatigue, but turning the corner quickly, in 36 to 
48 hours. 

“It’s very reassuring for, hopefully the world, but certainly us as a group.” 

Auld said sequencing has confirmed only three cases as the omicron 
variant, but he expects more. 

“My anticipation, if there were three there will be more, if not all,” said the 
team’s longtime doctor, who said those tests should be completed in the 
next 48-72 hours. 

“I’ve been helping manage this problem for 18 months or so in a hockey-
related environment and we’ve had cases before, and close contact 
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before. I’ve never seen transmission on this level, which is completely in 
keeping with what we’re seeing across the world. It doesn’t require a 
huge window to move from person to person.” 

It should surprise no one that Treliving alluded to some of the players’ 
family members have also tested positive, but wouldn’t get into detail as 
teams are only to comment on their players in protocol. 

“Out of privacy to them I’m not going to get into it, it’s safe to say we’ve 
dealt with some family members,” said Treliving, reiterating that the 
health of everyone involved trumps his long list of to-dos. 

“At present, everybody is doing OK.” 

The team’s facilities remain closed to even those who haven’t tested 
positive, although lineups outside the Saddledome form every morning 
with players and staffers pulling up in their vehicles for daily swabs. 

Treliving said the team has not heard from the province regarding the 
possibility of reducing crowds for future games, but you can bet that will 
be broached, as it has in Ontario and Quebec already. 

There have been no discussions on amending salary cap parameters to 
help the Flames eventually ice a team. 

“They will be coming back out at different times, and hopefully by the 
time we’re back up and going, we’ll have a large majority of players 
back,” said Treliving, whose club added Mikael Backlund and a staffer on 
Friday to the list of those who’ve tested positive. 

“We’ve seen it around the league, there are teams playing with short 
rosters. We just got to the point here where we didn’t have any players 
left.” 

With games increasingly being postponed around the league, there is 
plenty of concern that more teams will join the Flames on the sidelines 
soon, as the recent spike in cases on teams that have been playing the 
Flames makes it hard to dispute (but tough to prove) that on-ice 
transmission has been happening. 

“To date, with previous variants, the risk of on field/on-ice transmission 
has been negligible,” said Auld. 

“Omicron is creating a different landscape. 

“The answers are not clear at this point, but 100 per cent the league is 
talking to us and Boston and looking at all the situations to try to decide if 
on-ice transmission is going to be an issue for us moving forward. We 
don’t have a clear answer on that.” 

They may never get one. 

Provincial guidelines will continue to dictate when players can leave 
isolation, which generally means 10 days from the day of the positive 
test, assuming they have no symptoms at that point. 

That means the first three Flames to test positive can leave isolation as 
early as Monday, followed by four more Tuesday, three more 
Wednesday and seven on Thursday, Christmas Eve. 

Only then can they theoretically re-emerge from their room to see or hug 
their sons, daughters, wives, girlfriends, parents and friends for 
Christmas. 

Indeed, “think positive, test negative.” 

A Christmas wish for everyone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Without question, Paul Maurice made the Winnipeg Jets a 
better team 

 

Ken Wiebe December 17, 2021, 7:21 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Few NHL head coaches are given the choice to willingly 
turn in the keys before they are snatched out of their respective hands. 

Paul Maurice knows better than anyone that coaching changes usually 
are imposed on the person exiting the facility, not encouraged or even 
initiated by that individual. 

And based on how Winnipeg Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff 
handled two direct questions about whether or not Maurice’s job might 
have already been in jeopardy were he not to tender his resignation on 
Thursday night and have the official announcement come on Friday, a 
skeptic might say that Maurice simply chose not to delay the inevitable. 

But to say this was simply a you-can’t-fire-me-I-quit situation isn’t entirely 
accurate either. 

Sure, the seat was getting warmer with the Jets’ recent performance, 
though if Cheveldayoff was going to fire Maurice immediately, he would 
have done so after Tuesday’s uninspired 4-2 loss to the Buffalo Sabres. 

Remaining Time -1:12 

Paul Maurice on thought process that went into stepping down now 

Maurice wouldn’t have been given the opportunity to shuffle the line deck 
and continue to search for solutions and put his team through the paces 
during those two days between games. 

That point is now moot, as Maurice’s Jets tenure has come to a close 
after exactly 600 regular-season games and an additional 39 during the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

If you listened closely enough to Maurice as he spoke eloquently during 
his 23-minute farewell address to members of the media, there were a lot 
of emotions for the 54-year-old to sort through. 

“Sometimes, when you take over a team and it’s kind of like you’re 
starting at the bottom of a mountain and you’re pushing a rock up to the 
top, you can only get it to a certain place. That’s where I feel I’m at,” said 
Maurice. “And if you would allow me some arrogance; I would say, I am 
better positioned than anyone to know that they need a new voice. They 
haven’t quit on me. They’re a good bunch of men. My relationship is 
strong with all of them, and I’m cheering for them, I am. 

“But when you have a 26-year professional hockey coaching career, you 
know, they need a new voice. They need somebody to get to that next 
place. It doesn’t need to be more experienced, necessarily, a more 
talented guy, it needs to be a different voice because it’s the right time for 
it and I know that.” 

You don’t gain that level of perspective without having a can tied to you 
on more than one occasion. 

“It no longer becomes a personal failure. When you get fired, that's the 
way you take it,” said Maurice, asked if those previous firings allowed him 
to be comfortable with this difficult personal decision. “And then you look 
around and watch everybody else going down too, and then you 
understand it's part of the job. There is a shelf life for what we do. The 
only way that shelf life gets extended is if you win championships. You 
need to win. 

“And over a period of time, what I'm proud of is it wasn't an off-the-cliff 
moment where the team just went right into the tank and quit playing. 
None of my teams have ever done that.” 

As for the legacy of the outgoing coach, it’s both complicated in nature 
and easy to define. 

In so many ways, Maurice must be praised for his ability to change the 
culture around the team and organization after taking over from Claude 
Noel in January 2014. 

Remaining Time -3:06 
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Kevin Cheveldayoff reveals Maurice kept asking for one-year deals 

Maurice got the 2.0 version of the Jets to the playoffs for the first time in 
2015, but that team was promptly swept by the Anaheim Ducks, despite 
holding a lead in each of those first three games. 

He was there to continue as the steward when the Jets brought in many 
top prospects and incorporated talented young players into the fold. 

By the time those players were starting to blossom, the Jets entered what 
appeared to be a golden age, battling the Nashville Predators for top spot 
in the NHL during the 2018-18 season, finishing second overall and 
delivering a franchise-best for victories (52) and points (114). 

That led to a number of additional firsts: first playoff win, first playoff 
series win, a first trip to the Western Conference final. 

That’s where the joyride came to an end, with a 4-1 series loss to the 
Vegas Golden Knights, who pulled off the upset before falling to the 
Washington Capitals. 

It was impossible not to remember how Maurice was quick to grasp the 
enormity of the situation, saying after the exit interviews that while many 
saw this as just the beginning of the journey, it would be difficult to get 
back to that point. 

Truer words have never been spoken, though they were never intended 
to be as ominous as they ultimately became. 

And that was before he found out Dustin Byfuglien would be walking off 
into the sunset unexpectedly just over one season later, on the eve of 
training camp, no less. 

Despite challenging for top spot in the Central Division in 2018-19, the 
Jets never truly got back to being an elite team in the seasons since that 
trip to the Western Conference final. 

Heck, they only won one playoff series – the sweep of the Edmonton 
Oilers in the opening round last season – since that time. 

They were promptly swept by the Montreal Canadiens in Round 2. 

Given how wide the window of contention was believed to be open for 
the Jets back in 2017-18, that is the area that will be viewed as a 
disappointment. 

By the time Maurice came to the conclusion that it was time to exit the 
stage, he got the sense he had taken this group as far as he could. 

No, there is no evidence of his players tuning him out or quitting on him. 
But maybe they weren’t quite as attentive as they might have been 
earlier on. 

To borrow the words of Cheveldayoff, the players were still listening to 
him but maybe they just weren’t hearing him the same way. 

Remaining Time -0:57 

Scheifele grateful to have Maurice as coach throughout NHL career 

“It’s not that we got too comfortable. We didn’t know how to be 
uncomfortable anymore,” said Jets forward Andrew Copp. “When you’re 
uncomfortable, sometimes that makes you perform that much better. It 
gets you out of your comfort zone and makes you push to new limits, 
push yourself harder than you knew you could, that sort of thing. I don’t 
necessarily have a full opinion on whether I completely agree or 
completely disagree with that. I think there is something to be said that 
sometimes when guys are uncomfortable, it brings out the best.” 

For Maurice himself, he gave the matter of his future and whether or not 
he was the guy to put this group over the top considerable thought during 
the offseason, admitting that playing games in front of empty arenas 
during the pandemic had taken its toll. 

After seeing Cheveldayoff upgrade the personnel, Maurice was 
rejuvenated and wanted to give it another shot. 

With the Jets off to a 9-3-3 start, there was no shortage of passion, but 
these past several weeks as the Jets slipped below the Western 
Conference playoff line had taken an emotional toll. 

Frustration was evident and the answers were getting tougher to find, 
even if he continued to put in the work required to search for them. 

“If you lose some of that passion for the game, that love for the game, 
you can still be good, but you can’t be as good as you should be or could 
be,” said Maurice. “And that’s how I feel I am.” 

What Went Wrong for Paul Maurice to Resign? 

December 17 2021 

No one is going to suggest that Maurice didn’t make any mistakes during 
his tenure. 

It’s impossible to not be left with regrets when an organization doesn’t get 
to the top of the mountain under your guidance. 

Whether it was his deployment and reliance on certain players, the 
departure of Patrik Laine in the blockbuster trade with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets or his occasional reliance on veterans, those types of things will 
always be hotly debated by a fervent fan base. 

Maurice was also at the helm during the impressive progression of many 
players on the roster, whether homegrown talents or those brought in via 
free agency or trade. 

On Friday morning, Maurice sounded like someone who needed a break, 
a time to decompress and a window to recharge his batteries. 

He’s a hockey lifer and though his mind might allow him to be successful 
in a management or advisory role, his biggest passion is for coaching – 
whether that’s in the teaching or trying to bring out the best in those 
around him. 

And while he wasn’t ready to commit to stepping behind the bench again 
somewhere down the road, the glint in his eye told you he certainly isn’t 
opposed to it – once the time is right, of course. 

Remaining Time -1:06 

Maurice unsure if he will ever return to coaching 

“I don't know the answer to that. I don't,” said Maurice. “I would tell you 
that you're a performer, just like the player. And you have to be at your 
best. And I'm a pretty honest critique of my performance. I am. Maybe 
sometimes a little too critical with it, but I'm honest with myself. And the 
only way I would step back again is if I felt I could be even better than I 
was before. And that's not today.” 

That’s a topic for another day. 

Maurice has been around the game long enough and had enough 
experiences throughout his time in the NHL, the American Hockey 
League and even the Kontinental Hockey League to provide thoughtful 
analysis, should he want to go back to working in television. 

For now, it’s time to unplug and spend some time with his family. 

He can watch the game without having to worry about job security or 
whether or not his team is underperforming or not meeting expectations. 

Given his meticulous nature, Maurice is likely to go through a lengthy 
self-evaluation and put himself in a place where his fire and passion for 
coaching returns. 

He’ll have a long list of things he did well and other things that he’ll 
identify the need to learn from in his next challenge. 

While the Jets are moving on and handing the job to Dave Lowry for the 
remainder of the season on an interim basis, you can’t fully look into the 
future before you recognize the past. 
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The one thing that can’t be disputed is that Paul Maurice is leaving the 
Winnipeg Jets organization in a better place than when he arrived on an 
interim tag himself. 

Short of capturing a championship, that’s one of the highest compliments 
someone can be given when evaluating his time at the wheel of this 
franchise. 

“I think I understood the Jets where they were at, the team, the city, and I 
was able to embrace that and be part of that. I think I pushed that rock 
pretty far up that mountain and I am pretty comfortable where I handed 
that off. 

“I want the best for them. And I want the best for me too, and that’s why 
we are here today.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rutherford: Leafs-Canucks tracking toward still happening 
Saturday 

 

Mike Johnston 

 

Vancouver Canucks president of hockey operations and interim general 
manager Jim Rutherford was asked during a Friday afternoon 
appearance on Real Kyper and Bourne if he has heard any news 
regarding if Saturday’s game between the Canucks and visiting Toronto 
Maple Leafs is still a go. 

“As we speak, yes, but as you know this thing happens very quickly,” 
Rutherford said, adding as test results come in each day it seems 
multiple players are added to the protocol list. “Right now, we’re tracking 
toward having our game (Saturday).” 

It has been an abnormally chaotic week in the NHL with a rising number 
of COVID-19 cases impacting lineups and various venues across the 
league. 

The NHL has announced multiple postponements heading into the 
upcoming Christmas break, partly due to the fast-spreading COVID-19 
Omicron variant, and it’s unclear whether other games currently 
scheduled to take place this weekend will also be moved to a later date. 

The Canucks – winners of six straight since bringing on Bruce Boudreau 
to replace Travis Green – placed Luke Schenn, Juho Lammikko, Brad 
Hunt, Tucker Poolman and assistant coach Jason King in COVID-19 
protocol earlier this week. Tyler Motte joined them on Friday. 

Toronto forwards John Tavares and Alex Kerfoot were added to the 
growing list of players and coaches in the protocol and both teams 
cancelled their practices on Friday. 

The province of British Columbia is placing various restrictions on events 
and public gatherings beginning Monday, including imposing a 50 per 
cent capacity limit on venues that hold more than 1,000 people. 

Rutherford, 72, was hired earlier this month after the dismissal of Jim 
Benning. 

Although beginning new role under such unprecedented circumstances 
could be considered an extra daunting task, Rutherford gave credit to 
Stan Smyl, Daniel and Henrik Sedin and Ryan Johnson for their 
assistance in the front office thus far. 

The three-time Stanley Cup winning architect said earlier this week he 
has already compiled a list of 40 candidates to fill the permanent role of 
general manager. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Smiling with a grin of justice, Maple Leafs’ Spezza has 
suspension reduced 

 

Luke Fox December 17, 2021, 11:37 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The irrepressible smile on Jason Spezza’s face, his 
constant tinkering and examining of hockey sticks, and the jump in those 
38-year-old legs at every practice and morning skate would tell you 
otherwise. But one had to start wondering if the suspended veteran’s 
presence on the Toronto Maple Leafs’ road trip through COVID-hit 
Western Canada was even worth it. 

Originally, Spezza’s six-game ban for kneeing Winnipeg defenceman 
Neal Pionk in the head was set to run its course following Saturday’s 
game in Vancouver. But Thursday’s postponed stop in Calgary meant 
Spezza would’ve been ineligible to play in the tour’s final stop, in Seattle 
Sunday, too. 

With no runway to save games, had Spezza’s appeal reached the less-
than-speedy process of an independent arbitrator, his only hope was 
Gary Bettman. 

The commissioner seldom overrules his own department of player safety 
in these matters, but he did so Friday, acquiescing to the #FreeSpezza 
hashtags and reducing the forward’s ban from six to four games. 

He’ll play Saturday, smiling the grin of justice. (Provided the game goes 
on, of course.) 

“The conduct at issue was a serious, but isolated, aberration from Mr. 
Spezza’s consistent style of play over nearly two decades,” Bettman 
wrote in his eight-and-a-half-page report from Tuesday’s 75-minute “in-
person” (Zoom) appeal hearing attended by 16 people. 

“A four (4) game suspension is sufficient to ensure that the conduct will 
not be repeated.” 

Two factors swayed Bettman here. 

First: Spezza’s previously pristine record over 19 seasons and 1,295 
games (including playoffs), during which he’s never received so much as 
a warning from the DPS, caused Bettman to give Spezza “the benefit of 
the doubt in terms of his intention.” 

Second: The severity of Pionk’s concussion, diagnosed by a Winnipeg 
Jets physician, only caused the defenceman to miss three games, two of 
which would’ve been missed in anyway due to Pionk’s suspension for 
kneeing Toronto’s Rasmus Sandin earlier in the same game. 

Colour us surprised here, because the commissioner is generally 
reluctant to overrule his own employees in these matters. 

But Bettman nailed it. 

Clean track record or not, Spezza was right to get dinged for a dirty hit. 
Six games was excessive. Four games sits better. 

Now, in his conclusion, Bettman was careful to not criticize DPS chief 
George Parros’s original decision, citing that Parros didn’t have the 
benefit of knowing how quickly Pionk would heal up at the time. 

Still, there is a feeling that Parros missed the mark here. Time and 
resources were spent to correct it. 

A source from an uninvolved NHL team called the six-gamer surprisingly 
steep and wondered if Spezza would’ve been penalized as harshly had 
he played in a lower-profile market. 
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Being head of player safety is a thankless gig, and Parros has been at it 
for five seasons now. His predecessors, Stephane Quintal and Brendan 
Shanahan, only lasted three each before moving on. 

In light of the Spezza situation, we couldn’t help but flash back to a 
reflection Shanahan made just last month, prior to that controversial Jets-
Leafs game. 

“It is a hard job,” Shanahan said. “I think there is a time limit on how long 
you can do that job.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets players grateful for Maurice's guidance, mentorship 

 

Emily Sadler December 17, 2021, 3:53 PM 

 

There was a common sentiment among the Winnipeg Jets players who 
spoke with reporters Friday following the stunning news of head coach 
Paul Maurice’s resignation: gratitude. 

“He was a huge mentor of mine. I’ve pretty much had him my entire NHL 
career other than the first half of my first full year,” said Jets forward Mark 
Scheifele, who was partway through his rookie campaign when Maurice 
took the helm in January of 2014. “So, he’s been everything I’ve known in 
the NHL. He’s been there through good times, bad times. He’s taught me 
lot. He’s been a guy that I respect so much.” 

Under Maurice’s guidance, Scheifele had a breakout season as a third-
year NHLer in 2015-16 and has been a 60-plus point-producer every 
year since, including twice surpassing the 30-goal, 80-point mark. 

But Scheifele said his admiration of Maurice extends far beyond the 
game: 

“He’s an amazing hockey man, but he’s an even better human being. He 
cares about every single one of us and I think each and every guy in this 
room feels that he truly does care about each and every one of us. I owe 
him a lot for what he’s taught me, for what he’s done for my career, for 
everything. I can’t thank him enough for what he’s done for me,” he said. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey echoed that sentiment: 

“He gave me an opportunity to play in the NHL, he’s been my coach 
throughout my entire career here so far. I’ve really valued him as a 
mentor and as a coach, and his respect for my family through some 
difficult times and what he was able to do for me. So, sad to know that 
he’s leaving but very thankful for what he’s done for me on and off the ice 
in my career,” said Morrissey. 

Maurice’s resigning came as a surprise to nearly everyone, including the 
players. Maurice informed the group himself Friday morning, first pulling 
aside captain Blake Wheeler and then addressing the entire team to tell 
them of his decision. 

As the NHL’s second longest-tenured head coach behind only Tampa 
Bay’s Jon Cooper, Maurice had been a steady presence since 2014, 
guiding the club into contention. 

“We’ve been pretty fortunate, we’ve had a lot of stability in the 
organization growing up, and he’s been the only coach I’ve had the 
pleasure of playing under,” said Jets forward Adam Lowry. 

Asked whether the team had gotten too comfortable, forward Andrew 
Copp had an insightful response: 

“It’s not that we got too comfortable — it’s that we didn’t know how to be 
uncomfortable anymore,” said Copp, who told reporters he was still trying 
to gain his bearings in the wake of the announcement. “And when you’re 

uncomfortable, sometimes that makes you perform that much better … I 
do think there is something to be said for, when guys are uncomfortable 
sometimes it brings out the best. 

None of the players who spoke early Friday indicated that Maurice’s 
message wasn’t getting through, or that the coach had lost the room in 
any way. 

“I don’t think the message was getting old. I think we were just under-
performing,” said Lowry. “I don’t think what he was saying was falling on 
deaf ears or anything like that." 

The coaching change brings a particularly personal adjustment for Lowry 
— his father, assistant coach Dave Lowry, who joined the club’s 
coaching staff in November 2020, will take the helm as the interim head 
coach for the remainder of the season. 

“Looking at teams in the past that my dad’s coached, he wants them to 
play fast, he wants them to play with the puck and he really just tries to 
hold them accountable to their actions. He’s had different styles of 
teams,” Lowry said. “I don’t know if the style of the game is necessarily 
going to change, but that’s what I’d expect, is he wants us to play fast, he 
wants us to play with pace and he’s gonna come to the rink today trying 
to give us the best chance to win, trying to make sure we’re as prepared 
as possible to so that we can go out and execute the game plan whether 
it’s the same or it changes. I guess we’ll find out about that." 

The Jets host the Washington Capitals Friday for their first game under 
Lowry's leadership. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators Takeaways: 5 reasons for the impressive 
turnaround 

 

Wayne Scanlan December 17, 2021, 12:01 PM 

 

The texts and emails are arriving like Christmas cards. 

They’re not Santa related. 

They’re Sens-specific. 

Who are these guys? 

Am I dreaming this? 

Maybe the rebuild really is over, lol. 

The Ottawa Senators didn’t so much flip the page on November of the 
2021 calendar, it was more like they flipped a switch. Technically, it came 
after the 6-2 loss on home ice to the Vancouver Canucks on Dec. 1. In 
Ottawa, this day is now referred to as ‘rock bottom.’ 

Rather than accepting just another loss, to go with the 1-11 November 
record and the 4-15-1 mark overall, the Senators held a players meeting 
in Raleigh, N.C., the next night, before heading out to a rather miraculous 
3-2 win over the Carolina Hurricanes behind a career-high 47 saves from 
Anton Forsberg. 

That was the start of a run -- five victories in the next six games, 
including near-destruction inflicted on the elite rosters of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning (4-0 in Ottawa) and Florida Panthers (8-2 in Sunrise). 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 
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In October and November, Ottawa was hit by a string of injuries and a 
COVID-19 outbreak that sidelined half the roster. This month, the injuries 
and coronavirus cases have been experienced by other teams, at least 
until defenceman Nikita Zaitsev went down with what appeared to be a 
serious leg injury in the first period of Thursday’s 2-1 loss to the 
Lightning. 

Remaining Time -5:33 

NHL Highlights: Lightning 2, Senators 1 

This was a game that the Sens could have won. A couple of iffy penalty 
calls and one non-call on a hook to Alex Formenton late in the game 
were factors. Despite the loss, the Senators head into Philadelphia for a 
Saturday date with the Flyers brimming with confidence off this stretch of 
five wins in seven games. 

A quick five thoughts on what has sparked the turnaround. 

1. Insert the Stabilizer -- Forsberg 

Remaining Time -2:02 

Forsberg's emergence in net has brought Senators some serious stability 

Anton Forsberg, aka the Forsberglar as some are calling him on social 
media, has been as big a goaltending surprise as Andrew ‘The 
Hamburglar’ Hammond was in 2015. The difference is the timing -- 
Hammond went on his run between February and April, to carry Ottawa 
into the playoffs. Forsberg is on fire in December. Can he stay hot 
through the final two-thirds of the season? Those are tomorrow’s 
concerns. For now, Forsberg is providing what Matt Murray was brought 
here for -- stability in the crease behind a young team that will make 
mistakes. While winning five straight from Dec. 2-14 and giving his team 
another chance to win on Thursday, allowing just two goals, Forsberg 
made the big early saves to allow his team to settle in. And when Ottawa 
stakes him to a lead, Forsberg has been able to hold it. With an AAV of 
$900,000, Forsberg, 29, is a bargain and motivated to earn a contract 
longer than one year. 

2. Top line gold 

Remaining Time -1:03 

Senators top line realizing potential as dominant force in the NHL 

Head coach D.J. Smith has relied on Brady Tkachuk for a couple of 
years to be the emotional leader of the Senators. But now Tkachuk 
brings so much more as part of a potent first line, alongside centre Josh 
Norris and right wing Drake Batherson. Since the start of the month, the 
trio has been dominant, playing against top opposition lines and scoring 
at a prolific rate. In eight December games, the line has produced 32 
points. The trip finally was shut down by the Lightning on Thursday. 
Tkachuk has eight goals, and three assists for 11 points and is plus 6. 
Norris has six goals and three assists and is plus 9 while Batherson has 
two goals and 10 assists and is plus 7. 

They are clearly delighting at the challenge of playing against top lines 
and thriving. Even if they are due to tail off in the short term, in the big 
picture there is still upside and a radiant future for this line of 22, 22 and 
23-year-old players. What don’t they have? They are big, physical, skilled 
and driven. And they happen to be close pals. 

3. Defence sorted, sort of 

If the early season was plagued by inconsistent goaltending, it was also 
pockmarked with defensive problems, largely related to personnel. When 
the Senators were trotting out a D-corps that included Michael Del Zotto 
and Josh Brown, Ottawa was in trouble pretty consistently. Del Zotto was 
signed to a two-year contract in the off-season, and on waivers by early 
December, joining Matt Murray in AHL Belleville. Brown was game, but 
after he got injured the Senators were able to piece together a group of 
pairings that worked: Thomas Chabot and Nikita Zaitsev as a first pair, 
with veteran Nick Holden and Artem Zub as a solid second pair. And a 
third duo of Victor Mete, small and quick, alongside Dillon Heatherington, 

a 26-year-old on a two-way contract who provides a physical element at 
six-foot-four, 220 pounds. 

It was too good to last. With Zaitsev helped off the ice in the loss to 
Tampa Bay, it’s time to juggle again. Rookie Jacob Bernard-Docker is 
already on the trip and will slot in – but where? Right to the top pair 
alongside Chabot? Or does coach D.J. Smith break up the Holden-Zub 
duo to move Zub up with Chabot again and have JBD further down. We 
will see this weekend in games against Philadelphia and Boston. 

Already, the Sens and their fans are anticipating a defence corps that 
includes A-plus prospect Jake Sanderson when his college season is 
finished in the spring. 

4. Calling on Stützle, at centre 

Ottawa’s coaching staff was beyond reluctant to move Tim Stützle from 
left wing to centre. The thinking was, he played all of his rookie NHL 
season and much of his DEL experience in Germany on the wing. He 
was also a -18 player in his first NHL season, last year, and was 
considered too light, too inexperienced to take on the added 
responsibilities of the centre position. Only an emergency drove Smith to 
try out Stützle at centre -- injuries to Colin White and Shane Pinto and the 
lack of production from Nick Paul. Imagine their surprise when Stützle 
took to his new assignment, beginning Nov. 24 against San Jose, like a 
young duckling to his first pond. Stützle has had a renewed jump, breaks 
out pucks well and is starting to score. With just one goal through his first 
six weeks of the season, the 19-year-old sophomore has three goals and 
three assists in six December games. His greatest challenge is the lack 
of scoring talent beside him, as the Senators opted to load up their first 
line. 

5. Special teams are pretty, er, special 

In their doormat years, the Senators have generally lagged the pack 
when it comes to scoring power-play goals and killing penalties. Last 
year, Ottawa finished with the 26th-ranked power play at 17.2 per cent 
while their PK was slightly better at 23rd overall, with a kill rate of 78.4 
per cent. With Norris replacing Evgeni Dadonov on PP1, and Batherson 
setting teammates up left and right, Ottawa has vaulted to 12th this year 
at 20 per cent on the power play. Norris leads the way with five power-
play goals (Dadonov had zero PP goals last year, and just one power-
play point). Tkachuk has three. And Batherson has nine power-play 
assists, three more than Chabot. 

While the PK is still a work in progress (25th overall at 77.3 per cent), it 
has been much improved lately. On Tuesday, the Sens shut down all six 
power-play advantages for the Panthers. And in last Saturday’s 4-0 win 
over Tampa Bay, the Senators were perfect on five kills. In each of those 
wins, Ottawa was 2-for-4 on the power play, leading Smith to laud the 
“special-team wins.” Victor Hedman’s game-winner for the Bolts on 
Thursday was the first power-play goal allowed by Ottawa in five games. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Auston Matthews has become a valuable defensive 
presence for Maple Leafs 

 

Justin Bourne December 17, 2021, 1:57 PM 

 

Unlike most rookies, when Auston Matthews first arrived on the NHL 
scene in 2016 the struggle wasn’t to prove that he belonged. As has 
been amply covered, he stepped into the league and shot four pucks into 
the opposing team’s net in his first 60 minutes, so it’s safe to say we all 
knew he could hang. But similar to most offensively gifted rookies, his 
game wasn’t overly well-rounded. He had never made defending a 
priority, always scoring at a rate that nullified any defensive oopsies, and 
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frankly, he was so good offensively he likely didn’t have to spend much 
time in the D-zone up until the NHL. 

But the NHL is a league made up of the best few players from the best 
leagues around the world, and nobody gets away with just living in the 
offensive zone, particularly as a centreman. When it came to expected 
goals against -- which looks at the volume and type of shot taken by the 
opposition with a player on the ice -- rates were higher against the Leafs 
when Matthews was on the ice than off, and not by a shot or two. Good 
looks came between five and 10 per cent more often against when 
Matthews was out there in years one through three of his career. 

Of course, he still created so much at the other end no one cared much, 
but over the past three seasons -- and this one in particular -- Matthews 
has become a legitimate force in all aspects of the game. You may not 
think of him as the Leafs' best pure defending forward -- we tend to 
reserve that for more grinder-y types -- yet the least happens against the 
Leafs when he’s out there on the rink. 

Some stats for you. 

First, if you do like the grinder-y stuff, he leads Leafs forwards in blocked 
shots. He’s got a willingness to get in front of attempts and not do the 
whole “hey look I tried” thing that I was really effective at when I played. 

But more importantly, among Leafs forwards Matthews is first on the 
team in expected goals against per game. When he’s on the rink for 60 
minutes (that’s about three games for Matthews), the opposition has an 
expected goals total of 2.24, meanwhile the total going the Leafs' way is 
4.35. With that he’s first on the Leafs in expected goals percentage, with 
nearly 66 per cent of the goals that are scored while he’s on the rink 
being in Toronto's favour. That’s pretty great for a guy who plays big 
minutes and is undoubtedly keyed on by the opposition. 

Go ahead and sort any of the defensive categories among Toronto’s 
forwards and Matthews has the best outputs. Shots against, scoring 
chances against (and high danger scoring chances against), he runs the 
table of categories when it comes to suppressing whoever he’s up 
against. 

One of the biggest reasons for this isn’t just D-side positioning though, 
it’s his puck battling skills, specifically his ability to strip pucks. You’ll 
often hear coaches talk about players “being hard on the puck” and 
“being heavy,” and this is almost universally what they’re referring to: 
when there is a battle for the puck, how often do you come away with it? 
Can the opposition lift your stick and take the puck and go the other way? 
Can you get it back when they have it? 

Matthews isn’t the most physical player, which I think people tie to the 
idea that he doesn’t use his size, when really he’s just using it by leaning 
more into these puck battles. As of Friday Matthews is fourth in the NHL 
in takeaways, and as much as that’s a shoddily tracked stat in my 
estimation, it’s at least a ballpark picture of a player who’s effective at 
getting the puck back. 

Further to the idea of a player who’s effective at getting under the 
opposition’s stick and digging out pucks is Matthews' work on the 
forecheck. As of right now Sportlogiq data has him as the league’s top 
player at turning a forecheck into a chance for. 

That isn’t a list of “best forecheckers” by any stretch, but a list of guys 
who forecheck with a purpose, trying to create. For that I think of players 
who come up with a sneaky stick lift as the D tries to skate away from 
them, which goes from being a turnover to a breakdown to a chance 
almost immediately. It’s why a guy like Alex Ovechkin is on that list -- 
goal scorers know where it’s most valuable to put in the effort trying to 
get pucks back. 

On top of the whole stick battle thing, Matthews also just reads plays 
well, and is adept at turning quick touches into quick chances. 

In short, you don’t want to be dancing the blue line when Matthews starts 
to get his stick into the area around the puck. 

This is the type of stuff that we didn’t used to associate with defence, 
because it doesn’t necessarily happen in the defensive zone. But this is 
the picture of what modern defence is, and is embodied by the type of 
forwards we talk about when it comes to defensive expertise (like Mark 
Stone and Sean Couturier and Aleksander Barkov). 

We know Matthews scores, but he’s helping the Leafs out defensively in 
a big way by being hard on pucks, hard on his stick, winning loose pucks 
back and pushing the play the right way for his team. 
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TSN.CA / Guhle’s ‘presence’ provides Canada with Weber-esque 
leadership 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the upcoming 
World Junior Hockey Championship. Team Canada completed their pre-
competition quarantine period on Friday. 

Kaiden Guhle still isn't over what happened.  

"I've got a bit of an extra chip on my shoulder wanting to get a gold 
medal," the Edmonton Oil Kings defenceman said. "I know the whole 
country felt [the disappointment] so these guys that weren't a part of the 
team last year are going to feel it too. We want a gold medal badly." 

Team Canada didn't trail during last year's World Juniors until the gold-
medal game against Team USA. They fell behind in the first period and 
lost 2-0. As one of three returning players, Guhle will be leaned on to 
lead the way to redemption.  

"He has a presence," said Scott Salmond, Hockey Canada's senior vice-
president of national teams. "He makes me think of Shea Weber with the 
way he carries himself and the way he competes on the ice. He's going 
to be a really good pro for a really long time. He's that guy everyone 
looks to and looks up to in terms of his leadership, in terms of his 
maturity, in terms of his strength and size, so just kind of a natural leader 
in that sense." 

Guhle served as an alternate captain for Team Canada at the 2019 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup and wore the 'C' for Team Canada Red at the 2018 
World Under-17 Hockey Challenge. The native of Sherwood Park, Alta., 
is now a leading candidate to be Canada's captain in Edmonton at this 
year's World Juniors.  

"One thing in practice that I notice is he's just so hard to play against," 
observed Michigan Wolverines defenceman Owen Power. "He's physical 
and can move really well." 

"He's one of the toughest guys to play against," agreed Regina Pats 
forward Connor Bedard, who faced Guhle in the Western Hockey 
League.  

In some ways, Guhle is almost an extension of the coaching staff.  

"Just a calming factor," noted assistant coach Dennis Williams. "Working 
with the D, I'm going to lean on him lots back there as a guy I respect 
very much. If you get to know him off the ice, he's just a tremendous 
person and you can see that on the ice as well. His care for the 
teammates and his care for Team Canada and the team he plays for 
resembles what an all-in-all Canadian hockey player is." 

'Extra chip on my shoulder': Gritty Guhle leads Canada's redemption 
quest 
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Kaiden Guhle is the only returning defenceman on Team Canada and the 
Canadiens prospect is eager to earn some redemption after last year's 
loss in the gold-medal game. "I've got a bit of an extra chip on my 
shoulder," Guhle said. Teammates are noticing that edge even in 
practice. Guhle is meshing well with partner Lukas Cormier, who has 
more of an offensive mindset. 

--- 

Guhle has been paired with Charlottetown's Lukas Cormier, who is the 
reigning Quebec Major Junior Hockey League defenceman of the year.  

"I've known him since U17," Guhle said. "We played on the same team. 
We've come up the chains of Hockey Canada together. I'm excited to 
play with him. You look at his stats and he's well over a point per game in 
the Q so he brings some offence and I can defend well and stay back 
and be that guy. Our styles of play will complement each other well."  

Cormier, a Vegas Golden Knights prospect, racked up 54 points in 39 
games last season. He's already up to 36 points in 26 games this 
season.  

"Lukas brings that offensive stick and creativity maybe a little bit more 
than what Kaiden does so definitely they'll be able to balance each 
other," Williams said. "Kaiden's kind of your pillar at the back ... His D-
zone coverage and ability to close his gaps is first class."  

--- 

Guhle knows his stuff on and off the ice. He defeated Cole Perfetti and 
Ridly Greig in a game of World Juniors trivia hosted by TSN. 

"He was sandbagging me," Greig, an Ottawa Senators prospect, said. 
"He said he was terrible at trivia."  

Guhle insists he didn't do any extra preparation.  

"I didn't, actually," the Montreal Canadiens prospect said with a grin. 
"Some of those questions were just up my alley, I guess." 

Perfetti was left shaking his head.   

"Just a couple mental mistakes early," the Winnipeg Jets prospect said. 
"That's all it was." 

You can watch the competition here:  

World Juniors Trivia featuring Canada's Guhle, Perfetti and Greig 

With Team Canada wrapping up their pre-tournament quarantine, Mark 
Masters is helping a few of them pass the time with a round of World 
Junior trivia. He is joined by Kaiden Guhle, Cole Perfetti and Ridly Greig. 

--- 

How concerned is Hockey Canada about the rise in COVID cases across 
the country?  

"Level of concern is extremely high," said Salmond. "We all want to go 
and compete at a World Juniors and want to win a gold medal, but we 
want to make sure the people in our charge are safe. We have very 
serious protocols. We've enhanced some of those protocols and we've 
got a mindset that whatever happens here, health and safety will be No. 
1." 

Team Canada opted not to skate on Friday after their quarantine period 
ended.   

"Tonight is another example," Salmond said. "Let's back off and not go to 
the rink. Let's make sure we have all of our test results before we move 
on." 

Players had roommates during the two-day quarantine, but that's going to 
change moving forward.  

"We're moving to single rooms as of tomorrow to make sure we're, again, 
kind of isolating and taking the greatest care that we can," Salmond said. 
"We've increased testing with a little bit more of a rigorous antigen 

protocol. We've been in a secure environment, in a bubble if you will. 
We're in a hotel and it's basically hotel and rink, no restaurants, no coffee 
shops, nothing other than that and those are our own protocols. We 
enhanced our protocols for anyone who's a close contact or has tested 
positive from 10 days [in quarantine] to 14. We continue to take the right 
measures with social distancing, masking and everything you can do to 
remain safe." 

    From the government of Alberta just now on possible attendance 
capacity limits at sports venues in the province given Omicron spread: 

    Government isn’t specifically looking at attendance reductions at the 
moment, but is “willing to take further measures if and as warranted.” 

    — Salim Nadim Valji (@salimvalji) December 17, 2021 

Some provincial authorities have started limiting attendance at venues, 
but Salmond remains hopeful that Team Canada will play in front of a 
supportive crowd in Edmonton.  

"There's such a thing as home-ice advantage," Salmond said, "and it is 
mitigated somewhat by not having fans. I actually believe we win that 
gold-medal game last year if there's fans in the building." 

'Level of concern is extremely high': Team Canada enhances protocols 

Hockey Canada's level of concern is "extremely high," when it comes to 
the COVID pandemic. "We have very serious protocols," Senior vice-
president of national teams Scott Salmond said. "We've enhanced some 
of those protocols." Players will move into single rooms and there is now 
more rigorous antigen testing. Team Canada also opted not to practice 
on Friday. 

--- 

Michigan forward Kent Johnson has arrived in Banff. The Columbus Blue 
Jackets prospect missed the selection camp and the first two practices of 
training camp due to Hockey Canada's COVID protocols.   

"I had a lot of conversations with Kent to make sure he's OK, because 
he's on about Day 14 of his quarantine," Salmond said. "He's obviously 
extremely excited and can't wait to join our group and add to it so, you 
know, I think it's seamless. Kent is a Canadian guy who plays in the 
NCAA but has relationships with a lot of these players and they know 
what he brings to the table." 

Johnson brings so much to the table that Hockey Canada was 
comfortable handing him a roster spot even though the native of Port 
Moody, B.C. didn't take part in the selection camp. He last played on 
Dec. 3.  

"We've talked about Kent the entire time with our group," Salmond said. 
"Obviously, he plays with Owen [Power] so there's a relationship there 
and I think guys are excited to get Kent in. There's an opportunity to 
inject some more enthusiasm into our lineup, which already has a lot of 
enthusiasm."  

Johnson, the fifth overall pick in July's NHL draft, was excellent at 
Hockey Canada's summer camp and is off to a great start in the NCAA 
with 23 points in 17 games. 

Hockey Canada's management team scouted Johnson in person when 
Michigan played Wisconsin in late October. Johnson scored in both 
games.  

"His skill with the puck is elite," Salmond said. "His vision is incredible. 
He was really good when we saw him those two nights, but I think what's 
underestimated is his competitive level. He's very competitive with the 
puck, drives hard to the net and is an elite playmaker. He's going to 
complement some of our players really, really well and just raises the skill 
level of an already skillful group. As [head coach ] Dave Cameron has 
preached all along, our group will be a competitive group and he doesn't 
take anything away from that. In fact, he adds to it." 

Michigan's Johnson makes 'seamless' transition to Team Canada 
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After missing the selection camp and the first two practices of training 
camp, Kent Johnson has joined Team Canada in Banff. Scott Salmond, 
Hockey Canada senior vice-president national teams, expects the 
Michigan forward to make a 'seamless' transition. 'Guys are excited to 
get Kent in and there's an opportunity to inject some more enthusiasm 
into our lineup, which already has a lot of enthusiasm.' 

--- 

Peterborough centre Mason McTavish has been on the ice ahead of both 
practices helping goalie coach Olivier Michaud work with Canada's trio of 
'tenders. It might not be the best idea.  

"We should probably switch him up, because he's not doing much for our 
confidence," Kamloops' Dylan Garand said with a laugh. "At least mine, 
anyway." 

McTavish started the season with the Anaheim Ducks and although he 
was sent back to the Ontario Hockey League, it's clear his shot is NHL 
ready. 

"It's a bomb," said Edmonton's Sebastian Cossa. "He shoots the puck 
hard and with different release points." 

"We were talking about it, me and Coss, we were doing goalie ice and 
we're like, 'Man, it's a different release every time,'" Garand said. 

Bedard, who models his release on Auston Matthews, is also standing 
out.  

"He's got a really good release, pulling it into his feet and changing the 
angle," London's Brett Brochu observed of the 16-year-old.  

Despite standing just 5-foot-9, Bedard's shot is heavy.  

"I was telling my goalie coach a couple days ago, he's got one of the 
hardest shots as a junior player that I've seen," Garand marvelled. "He's 
been picking corners on me and wrecking my confidence a little bit." 

Phenom Bedard studies Leafs' Matthews: 'I love watching that shot' 

Connor Bedard is hoping to follow in Auston Matthews footsteps in more 
ways than one. The Regina Pats centre is among the top contenders to 
be the first overall pick in the 2023 NHL draft. And Bedard believes 
studying Matthews, who went first overall in 2016, will help give him the 
best shot. 

--- 

Team Canada's next practice will be on Saturday in Banff. 
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TSN.CA / Omicron altering NHL’s approach to managing COVID-19 

 

Salim Valji 

 

The Omicron variant is changing how teams and the National Hockey 
League manage COVID-19. 

On Friday, Calgary Flames head physician Dr. Ian Auld said that the 
variant’s high rate of transmission is forcing the team and league to 
rethink their approach to reducing spread. 

Calgary last played on Dec. 11, when they lost 4-2 to Boston. More than 
half of the 38 players who suited up that night at the Saddledome are 
now on the league’s COVID protocol list. 

The Flames tested their players on Saturday afternoon in preparation for 
their cross-border flight to Chicago the following day, then played the 

game that night. The Flames do have rapid PCR tests that can produce 
results within 30 minutes (as opposed to the several hours it takes for 
normal PCR tests), but normally use them for players with symptoms. 
Positive COVID tests then came up after the game, late Saturday night. 

The NHL’s current COVID protocols do not elaborate on possible in-
game transmission, and the league did not respond to TSN’s comments 
earlier this week about the Flames’ outbreak.  

“To date, with previous variants, the risk of on-field, on-ice transmission 
has been negligible,” Dr. Auld said. “Omicron is creating a different 
landscape on that. I think the answers are not clear at this point, but 100 
per cent, the league is looking and talking to Boston, talking to us, trying 
to determine whether on-ice transmission is going to be an issue with us 
moving forward. We don’t have a clear answer to that, but we are looking 
into it.” 

As of Friday afternoon, the Flames have 19 roster players and 32 
members of the organization in the league’s protocol. At least three 
Flames players have contracted the Omicron variant of COVID-19, a 
number Dr. Auld expects to grow as more lab results come in. 

“My anticipation is if it’s three, there’s more if not all [confirmed cases 
being the variant],” he said.  “That information should be leaking in within 
the next 48 to 72 hours…we’ve had cases before and close contacts 
before, and I’ve never seen transmission on this level.” 

The NHL has shut down the Flames, Colorado Avalanche, and Florida 
Panthers' schedules through at least Dec. 26, the end of the league’s 
holiday pause. By that point, Calgary would have had six games 
postponed. 

Matthew Tkachuk, Blake Coleman, Michael Stone, and goalie Dan 
Vladar are the only Flames players who remain off the protocol. 

The Flames cases have, for the most part, been asymptomatic or mildly 
symptomatic, but some family members have been affected. At least four 
cases have had moderate symptoms, like chills, fevers, or fatigue, and 
those symptoms have generally lasted at most, 48 hours. 

“Overwhelmingly, we have seen mild disease,” Dr. Auld said. 

The Flames organization and fans still have many questions, including 
how one of the league’s biggest outbreaks began. Calgary has done 
contact tracing and worked with the league to attempt to identify its 
source.  

“We can’t sit here and say, ‘Here’s the ground zero or patient zero,’” 
general manager Brad Treliving said, adding that the team had travelled 
this month. “But we haven’t exactly pinpointed where and how it got in.” 

When the Flames do hit the Saddledome ice again, it could be in front of 
a reduced-capacity crowd. 

While the Government of Alberta is not currently considering an 
attendance reduction, a spokesperson for the province’s ministry of 
health told TSN it is “willing to take further measures if and as 
warranted.” 

    From the government of Alberta just now on possible attendance 
capacity limits at sports venues in the province given Omicron spread: 

    Government isn’t specifically looking at attendance reductions at the 
moment, but is “willing to take further measures if and as warranted.” 

    — Salim Nadim Valji (@salimvalji) December 17, 2021 

“Going forward, we haven’t had any direction [from the government] on 
that,” Treliving said. 

Treliving is now tasked with juggling the roster but said there hasn’t been 
further conversations with the league about cap relief. 

"Nothing has been discussed in terms of any revisions or anything other 
than what's currently in place," he said. 

The team held a Zoom call on Thursday evening. 
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“You never want your season to be interrupted, and they’re eager to get 
back,” Treliving said. “We try to look at this as a bump in the road. We’ll 
get through it and on the other side. No one likes being holed up, but all 
things considered, the group is doing well.” 
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