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Two more Canes games are postponed, but Saturday’s home game against the Kings is on 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes had planned to play back-to-back 
home games this weekend against the Los Angeles Kings 
and Nashville Predators, then travel to Boston on Tuesday to 
face the Bruins. 

The ever fluid, escalating COVID-19 situation has changed 
that. 

The NHL said Saturday it was shutting down the Predators 
and the Bruins through the Christmas break because of 
COVID issues, postponing the Canes’ Sunday game against 
the Predators at PNC Arena and the Boston game. Nashville 
had eight players and the Bruins seven players in the 
COVID-19 protocol Saturday. 

Also in doubt is the Canes’ Thursday road game against the 
Ottawa Senators, their last before the NHL’s Christmas and 
holiday break. 

The Canes, who have six players in the protocol, had their 
road game against the Minnesota Wild this past Tuesday 

postponed after four of its players tested positive. Carolina 
was required to use an 18-man roster, with 16 skaters, to 
beat the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday at PNC Arena. 

The Canes were allowed more emergency callups for a full 
20-man roster for the Kings game. The Kings announced 
Saturday afternoon that goalie Cal Petersen had been put on 
the COVID list. 

Canes forward Jesper Fast was asked Saturday about 
dealing with the stress and uncertainty of all that is 
happening with the pandemic and within the league. 

“I think you have to take it day by day and focus on playing 
the next game,” he said. 

Asked if a pause in the NHL season now seemed inevitable, 
Fast said, “A lot is happening right now. As I said, I think 
everyone who is healthy has to focus on getting ready to play 
the next game, and if another decision comes we will go from 
there.”

 

Canes race past LA Kings after quick start, despite several regulars out of the lineup 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes played a hockey game Saturday. 

When they will play the next one, it’s hard to say for sure. As 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour told his players, “I think we’re 
going day to day right now, so let’s make the most of this 
day.” 

With the pandemic creating trepidation and havoc in the 
NHL, the Canes have had their next two scheduled games 
— against Nashville and Boston — postponed. Their 
scheduled game in Ottawa on Thursday could be in doubt. 
Then there’s the Christmas break. 

But the Canes made the most of the moment Saturday. 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jesper Fast scored goals in the first 
96 seconds to charge up PNC Arena, Jack Drury scored 
again and the Canes surged to a 5-1 victory over the Los 
Angeles Kings. 

The Canes scored twice on the power play, their penalty 
killers were on point and goalie Frederik Andersen took it 
from there, coming up with his best stops at the right times 
and making 32 saves in picking up his 16th win of the 
season. 

Fast and Teuvo Teravainen had the power-play goals, and 
defenseman Brett Pesce scored on a shot from the point as 
the Canes (21-7-1) earned their second win over the Kings 
(13-11-5) this season. 

The one downside for the Canes was having forward Martin 
Necas leave the game at 10:34 of the first period after 
smashing hit from the Kings’ Sean Durzi, who was penalized 

for interference. Necas, woozy and knocked to the ice, was 
taken off to enter the concussion protocol. 

“We get hit again when (Necas) goes down right away,” 
Brind’Amour said. “So there’s another top guy who’s out. But 
everyone just kind of figured it out. Like I said, next guy up. 
Just getting it done. 

“Our D played really well and that’s a huge part of it. And our 
goalie was great tonight, which helps obviously, just keeping 
the game under control.” 

With six players in the COVID-19 protocol, the Canes were 
required to play with 16 skaters Thursday in their home 
game against the Detroit Red Wings and won 5-4. They had 
a full 20-man roster, with two more emergency callups from 
the Chicago Wolves of the AHL, for Saturday’s game against 
the resurgent Kings. 

“Coming into these two games if you had said we’d come out 
with two victories I would have been not surprised but I’d 
have said, ‘That’s big time,’ Brind’Amour said. 

Kotkaniemi’s goal came 36 seconds into the game, the 
center wedging the puck out from below the pads of goalie 
Jonathan Quick to score. That came after Fast made a good 
play along the boards, knocking the puck down, then passing 
to Brady Skjei for the initial shot. 

The Kings challenged the goal, claiming Fast had his stick 
above shoulder level in making the play on the boards. The 
ruling: good goal by Kotkaniemi and delay-of-game penalty 
on the Kings for a failed challenge. 
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Fast took it from there, redirecting a Jaccob Slavin shot in 
the slot past Quick at 1:36 for the power-play goal. The 
building was rumbling, the fans reacting as if they, too, 
wonder when the next game will be. 

“The start was huge,” Brind’Amour said. “Get the goal, then 
get the power play and score, that does make it a lot easier.” 

Pesce, in his second game since coming off the COVID list, 
scored on a shot from the right point -- the goal initially 
credited to Pesce, then Drury, then Pesce after another 
change. Drury would score the fifth goal on a top-shelf bullet 
-- make it two goals in his first two NHL games. 

The Canes’ second-power score was marked by near-
flawess puck movement and execution, Teravainen drilling a 
shot from the left circle that bet Quick to the short side -- 
Canes fans soon had the “Wave” rolling around the arena. 

The Kings’ forecheck became more of a problem later in the 
second and resulted in a goal. After a Canes turnover just 
over their blue line, the Kings struck when Blake Lizotte beat 
Andersen to the far post. 

The Canes were more efficient in their zone in the third, the 
Kings were limited to seven shots and Drury’s goal left 
Canes fans a happy bunch. He was also pretty happy, 
skating with his arms wide in celebration.

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ hodgepodge lineup scores early, often in win over Kings 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi had two points and rookie Jack Drury 
scored for the second time in as many NHL games in a 5-1 
win over Los Angeles 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — When the Carolina Hurricanes made a circle at 
center ice to do their postgame Storm Surge following 
Saturday’s 5-1 win over the Kings, there were a lot of new 
faces raising their sticks to the crowd. 

“I think we’ve watched it on YouTube and TV enough to get 
the gist of it,” a smiling Jack Drury said. 

With six players in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol and another 
knocked out with an injury in the first period, Carolina relied 
on both its veterans and greenhorns to get its second 
straight win and stay atop of the league’s standings. 

One of those “veterans” had arguably his best game with his 
new team. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi — boasting all 21 years of his guile — 
scored just 37 seconds into the game to get the Hurricanes 
moving in the right direction. 

Jesper Fast knocked down and controlled the puck along the 
boards and passed to Brady Skjei in the slot. Kings goalie 
Jonathan Quick stopped the Skjei shot, but Kotkaniemi — 
who seemed to join the officials in being the only ones who 
knew the puck was still loose next to Quick’s pad — swept in 
the rebound for a 1-0 lead just 37 seconds into the game. 

“I felt I had a pretty good angle — I’m probably the only guy 
who saw the puck there,” said Kotkaniemi, who now has 
seven goals on the season and also assisted on a goal later 
in the game for his second straight two-point game. “It was 
pretty easy to tap that in.” 

Also making things easy was the fact the Hurricanes needed 
less than a minute to add to their lead. 

The Kings challenged Kotkaniemi’s goal, arguing that Fast 
had knocked the puck down with a high stick. But the goal 
was upheld and Los Angeles was assessed a delay of game 
penalty. 

The Hurricanes’ power play cashed in quickly when Fast 
redirected a Jaccob Slavin shot to make it 2-0 at 1:36. 

“That start was huge,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “You get the goal and then get the power play and then 
score. I mean, that just does make it a lot easier.” 

Andrew Poturalski got the secondary assist on Fast’s goal for 
his second power play point in as many games since being 
recalled from the Chicago Wolves. It also started a parade of 
points for the team’s AHL call-ups. 

Josh Leivo got his first point with the Hurricanes with a low-
to-high pass to Brett Pesce, who got his shot through a Drury 
screen and past Quick (28 saves) to give Carolina a 3-0 lead 
at 2:38 of the second. 

Drury — who was initially credited with Pesce’s goal — made 
sure he got his second in as many NHL games to put the 
icing on the win with just over five minutes left in the game. 
The 21-year-old came in alone on Quick and banked a shot 
in off the far side post and then coasted with his arms spread 
wide in celebration. 

“When everyone’s rolling and we’re playing well, I think 
everyone builds confidence off of that,” Drury said. 

The impact of Carolina’s calvary went beyond the 
scoresheet. 

Veteran Stefan Noesen, playing his second game with the 
team, created chances of his own and was physical all night, 
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finishing with four hits. He wound up playing 16:02, often 
taking shifts in top six after Martin Necas was knocked from 
the game on a penalized late hit by Los Angeles’ Sean Durzi. 

“I gotta give Noisey a lot of credit too, coming in,” 
Brind’Amour said of Noesen. “He’s played real well for us.” 

C.J. Smith — second only to teammate Poturalski in AHL 
scoring — also played his first game with the Hurricanes, 
logging 9:22. 

“I just think guys are working really hard,” Brind’Amour said, 
“and kudos to all the guys that came in because they all 
contributed and did a great job.” 

Drury agreed. 

“All the guys that have come in from Chicago, we’ve molded 
in nicely and just tried to help the team win,” he said. 

The special teams also dominated again. The Carolina 
power play got a second goal near the game’s midway point 
when some nifty puck movement got Teuvo Teravainen his 
seventh goal of the season off a feed from Tony DeAngelo. 
The penalty kill went 3 for 3, extending its perfect streak to 
five games. 

“That’s always a big part of the game,” Brind’Amour said of 
special teams. “If you don’t watch a game and you just want 

to look at the score and see what happened, you look at 
special teams. And you can see whoever was the plus in 
that, generally, is the team that wins.” 

A big part of that was Carolina’s last line of defense. Frederik 
Andersen had 32 saves, with Blake Lizotte scoring the only 
Kings goal at 15:33 of the second. Andersen has now 
followed up a three-game losing streak in late November with 
five straight wins and allowed just eight goals during that 
stretch. 

The Hurricanes’ next two games — at home on Sunday vs. 
Nashville and in Boston on Tuesday — were postponed after 
the Predators and Bruins were both shut down due to the 
insurmountable roster losses those two teams have suffered 
due to COVID-19. 

Carolina, meanwhile, has been forced to play on with a 
cobbled-together lineup — a group that is getting more on-
the-job Storm Surge training than anyone expected. 

Notes: Skjei had two assists, five shots on goal and was 
plus-3. … Drury won 6 of 7 faceoffs and has won 12 of 15 in 
his first two career games. … DeAngelo has points in seven 
of his last nine games and has points in 16 of 22 games 
played this season. … Anze Kopitar was held without a shot 
on goal for just the second time this season.
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Predators, Bruins put on pause postponing a pair of upcoming 'Canes games 

By Kacy Hintz 

NEW YORK – The National Hockey League announced 
today that, due to concern for a rising number of positive 
cases as well as the potential for continued COVID spread in 
the coming days, the Boston Bruins’ and Nashville Predators’ 
games will be postponed at least through the scheduled 
completion of the League’s Holiday Break in the schedule on 
Dec. 26. 

This impacts Carolina Hurricanes games scheduled for 
Sunday, December 19th at PNC Arena and Tuesday Dec. 21 
in Boston. 

Additionally, due to a number of Toronto and Vancouver 
Players entering COVID protocol over the past two days, 
tonight’s Toronto-Vancouver game and tomorrow’s Arizona-
Vancouver and Toronto-Seattle games have been 
postponed. 

The decision was made by the NHL’s, the NHLPA’s and the 
Clubs’ medical groups. 

The League is in the process of reviewing and revising its 
regular season schedule. 

The Bruins’ postponed games to date include: Dec. 18 @ 
Montreal; Dec. 19 @ Ottawa; Dec. 21 vs. Carolina; Dec. 23 
vs. Colorado. 

The Predators’ postponed games include: Dec. 19 @ 
Carolina; Dec. 21 vs. Winnipeg; Dec. 23 @ Florida. 

The Bruins, Predators, Maple Leafs and Canucks 
organizations have followed, and will continue to follow, all 
recommended guidelines aimed at protecting the health and 
safety of their Players, staff and communities at large as set 
by the NHL, local, state/provincial and federal agencies. 

Tickets for tomorrow’s game will be valid for the rescheduled 
game (date to be announced later). Individual-game ticket 
buyers who are not able to attend the game on the 
rescheduled date will be provided with additional ticketing 
and refund options once that date has been announced. 
Season ticket members who would prefer to exchange their 
tickets out of the game can do so within their Account 
Manager. Tickets which have been forwarded to someone 
else are still valid for the rescheduled date, or they can be 
returned to the original buyer for exchange. Tickets and price 
points purchased during the Black Friday sale will only be 
honored for the rescheduled game and will not be 
transferable to any other games.
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Recap: Canes Cruise Past Kings, 5-1 

Two goals in the first 1:36 set the tone for the victory 
Saturday 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes won their sixth 
game in their last seven tries Saturday night, defeating the 
Los Angeles Kings 5-1. 

After their scheduled Sunday afternoon contest against 
Nashville was postponed by the NHL due to COVID-19 
Protocols impacting the Predators, the Canes went into 
Saturday's affair against Los Angeles knowing they could 
empty the metaphorical tank. 

They certainly gave all they had, guns blazing at the start.  

It took just 37 seconds for the game's scoring to get started, 
as Jesperi Kotkaniemi scooped up a loose puck that was 
laying behind Jonathan Quick after a Brady Skjei shot from 
the slot. The seventh of the year for the 21-year-old gave the 
home side an early start, but the doubling up of it wasn't far 
behind. 

59 seconds later Jesper Fast, who earned an assist on the 
opening tally, then took his turn in the scoring column for the 
Canes. A deflection on a Jaccob Slavin shot from the point 
changed paths past Jonathan Quick, extending the lead to 2-
0 on a power play.  

That same score would carry into the middle 20 minutes of 
play, largely in part due to Frederik Andersen. Although the 
Kings didn't find the back of the net, they did register eight 
high danger chances in the opening frame, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com. The eventual winning netminder was 
up to par though, denying each one that came his way. 

In the second the Canes notched another pair of goals, 
moving their lead to a comfortable 4-0. First it was Brett 
Pesce getting another puck to redirect past Quick, this time 
off of a Los Angeles defender and in. Then, following him 
was Teuvo Teravainen, firing a wrist shot home from the 
circle. 

The only downside to the middle 40 minutes was that the 
Kings were able to get one past Andersen, courtesy of a 
strong solo effort from Blake Lizzotte. 

That tally was as close as the danger got for Carolina 
though, as the final 20 minutes were relatively smooth 
sailing, culminating with a second goal in his second career 
game from Jack Drury. After a bounce off of the skate of 
Derek Stepan, the rookie collected the puck and was able to 
deposit one upstairs for a must-see goal. With a strong 
celebration to boot, the PNC Arena crowd made their way 
home happy after, taking a 5-1 victory with them. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team earning their sixth win in the 
last seven games, given all the circumstances: 

"To be honest, if you had said coming into these last two 
games that we would come out with two victories in these 
ways, I wouldn't have been surprised, [laughs], but that's big 
time. Whether it's the process, or whatever, I just think the 
guys are working really hard and kudos to all the guys who 
came in, because they've all contributed and have done a 
great job. 

Jack Drury sharing his thoughts on where his confidence is 
after scoring in both his NHL games thus far: 

"The team's playing well and we're playing together as a 
group. We're making good plays together and when 
everyone is rolling and playing well I think everyone builds 
confidence off of that. All the guys who have come up from 
Chicago, I think we've molded nicely and we're just trying to 
help the team win." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi elaborating on how nice it is to achieve 
results with his recently elevated opportunity within the 
lineup: 

"It's good for the confidence, of course. I feel a litte better 
with the puck and a little bit more confident to make plays. 
It's been really good so far and the last two games have 
been really fun." 

What's Next?: 

Not only was Sunday's game against Nashville postponed 
before the contest, but Tuesday against Boston was as well. 
That presently leaves Thursday in Ottawa as the only game 
standing between the Canes and their holiday break. The 
schedule, as the case is with most teams around the league, 
is a very day-to-day situation at this point. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tonight was just the fourth time in 
Whalers/Hurricanes history that the team has 
scored two goals in the first 96 seconds of a game. 

 Canes forward Martin Necas left the game during 
the first period with an upper-body injury and did not 
return. 

 Stefan Noesen led his team with four hits in the 
contest. 

 Tonight was the fifth straight victory for Freddie 
Andersen, stopping 32 of 33 in total. He is now 16-5 
on the season. 
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 After posting two points in Thursday's win over 
Detroit, Jesper Fast adding two more tonight gives 

him his first set of back-to-back multi-point games in 
his career.

 

 

Kotkaniemi, Fast propel Hurricanes in win against Kings 

Each has goal, assist for Carolina, which has won six of 
seven 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jesper Fast each 
had a goal and an assist for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 5-1 
win against the Los Angeles Kings at PNC Arena on 
Saturday. 

Frederik Andersen made 32 saves, and Brady Skjei had two 
assists for the Hurricanes (21-7-1), who have won six of their 
past seven games. 

Carolina was without six skaters for the second straight 
game, including leading scorer Sebastian Aho, due to NHL 
COVID-19 protocol. The Hurricanes defeated the Detroit Red 
Wings 5-3 on Thursday with 10 forwards and played 
Saturday with five forwards who were recalled from Chicago 
of the American Hockey League. 

"Being 100 percent honest, coming into these two games, if 
you would have said we would have come out with two 
victories this way, I would have said, 'That's big time,'" coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I just think guys were working really 
hard. Kudos to all the guys who came in because they all 
contributed and did a great job." 

Blake Lizotte scored for the Kings (13-11-5), who are 1-1-1 
on a four-game road trip. Jonathan Quick made 28 saves; he 
was 4-0-2 in his previous six starts. 

"What didn't [Carolina] do well?" Los Angeles coach Todd 
McLellan said. "They were quicker, harder, faster, more 
determined." 

The Hurricanes jumped to a 1-0 lead 37 seconds into the first 
period. Quick made a save on Skjei's shot from the slot, but 
Kotkaniemi scored on the rebound after Quick couldn't 
secure the puck under his left pad. 

"I felt I had a good angle over there," Kotkaniemi said. "I'm 
probably the only guy who saw the puck there, so it was 
pretty easy to tap that in." 

Fast scored 59 seconds later when redirected Jaccob 
Slavin's shot for a power-play goal at 1:36 to make it 2-0. 

"You try to put it out of your mind and battle, but it's definitely 
an uphill battle when you're down 2-0," Lizotte said. "It kind 
of seems like the bounces don't go your way when you're 
down that quick. It's a tough way to start the game." 

Brett Pesce's shot through traffic from the right point gave 
the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead at 2:38 of the second. 

Teuvo Teravainen took a pass from Tony DeAngelo and 
scored a power-play goal at 9:36 to make it 4-0. 

Lizotte cut it to 4-1 with a wrist shot from the left face-off 
circle at 15:33. 

Jack Drury scored his second goal in his second NHL game 
at 14:29 of the third period for the 5-1 final. 

"All the guys who have come up from Chicago, I think we've 
molded in nicely and just tried to help the team win," Drury 
said. "I feel like we were ready to compete today, and I think 
everyone bought in." 

McLellan gave credit to Carolina's reinforcements. Josh 
Leivo had the primary assist on Pesce's goal for his first 
point with the Hurricanes in his third game, and Andrew 
Poturalski assisted on Fast's goal for his second assist in his 
second NHL game this season. 

"If you're in the NHL, you belong here," McLellan said. 
"They're veteran players, they're a little bit older, they're 
leading the American league in scoring. The frustrating part 
isn't that those 'tweeners' were here and playing, the 
frustrating part was what we didn't do." 

NOTES: Andersen made 13 saves in the first period. 
… Hurricanes center Martin Necas left the game with an 
upper-body injury after a hit along the boards by Kings 
defenseman Sean Durzi at 9:26 of the first period. ... Kings 
goalie Cal Petersen was placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol 
before the game. Jacob Ingham was recalled from Greenville 
of the ECHL and served as Quick's backup. … Lizotte has 
one goal and one assist in two games since his return from 
COVID-19 protocol … Kotkaniemi, who played his 200th 
NHL game, has one goal and four assists during a three-
game point streak. … The Hurricanes are 14-for-14 on the 
penalty kill in the past five games.
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Kotkaniemi, Fast lead Hurricanes to 5-1 win over Kings 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A revamped lineup hasn’t slowed 
down the Carolina Hurricanes. They’re still clicking at an 
impressive pace. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jesper Fast scored in the opening 
two minutes and they each added an assist as the 
Hurricanes beat the Los Angeles Kings 5-1 on Saturday 
night. 

The Hurricanes have won both games since their roster was 
rearranged because of COVID protocols with the top two 
scorers and captain among those sitting out. Carolina had 
five players appearing in no more than their third NHL game 
of the season in the lineup against the Kings. 

“That’s big-time,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I 
just think guys are working really hard. Kudos to all the guys 
really that came in because they all contributed.” 

Brett Pesce, Teuvo Teravainen and Jack Drury also scored 
for the Hurricanes. Brady Skjei had two assists to help 
Carolina win for the sixth time in its last seven games. 
Frederik Andersen stopped 32 shots, improving his career 
record to 10-1-3 against Los Angeles. 

Prior to Saturday’s game, the Hurricanes learned that 
Sunday’s home game vs. Nashville and Tuesday’s game at 
Boston have been postponed because of COVID outbreaks 
on those teams. Carolina’s schedule has been in flux since a 
game at Minnesota on Tuesday night was postponed based 
on the Hurricanes’ COVID situation. 

Even losing forward Martin Necas to an upper-body injury 
after he had only about three minutes of ice time Saturday 
didn’t derail the Hurricanes. Newcomers have done their 
part. 

“It’s pretty impressive,” Kotkaniemi said. “Guys come up and 
play on that level, that’s crazy. We can trust those guys.” 

The production from the Hurricanes didn’t surprise Kings 
coach Todd McLellan. 

“What didn’t they do well?” McLellan said. “They were 
quicker, harder, faster, more determined. … If you’re in the 
NHL, you belong here. We knew we’d have our hands full.” 

Blake Lizotte scored late in the second period in his second 
game back for Los Angeles after a five-game absence due to 

COVID protocols. The Kings, who had a four-game points 
streak snapped, have failed to score more than one goal in 
six of their 29 games. 

Jonathan Quick made 28 saves for Los Angeles after going 
six straight starts without a regulation loss at 4-0-2. He gave 
up more than three goals for the third time this season. 

Kotkaniemi’s goal came 37 seconds into the game. Just 59 
seconds later, Fast produced a power-play goal. 

“It kind of seems the bounces don’t go your way when you’re 
down that quick,” Lizotte said. 

RIGHT BACK AT IT 

Drury’s third-period goal gave him two goals in two NHL 
games.  

“We’re making good plays together,” Drury said. “When 
everyone is rolling, I think everyone builds confidence off 
that. All the guys who have come up from Chicago (of the 
American Hockey League), I think we have molded in nicely.” 

Drury is the fifth player in franchise history with a goal in 
each of his first two games. 

The Hurricanes have three players with that distinction 
across a five-season span. Warren Foegele did it in March 
2018 and Morgan Geekie pulled it off in March 2020. Both 
those players are now in other organizations.  

THANKS FOR COMING 

The Kings put goalie Cal Petersen on the COVID list earlier 
Saturday. That meant Jacob Ingham from the Greenville 
Swamp Rabbits of the ECHL was summoned to be the 
backup. Quick ended up playing in a fifth straight game for 
Los Angeles. 

At least Lizotte might be getting on track. He posted his 
second goal of the season. 

“You get kind of your legs back,” Lizotte said. “It’s nice to 
score again, for sure.” 

UP NEXT 

Kings: Sunday at Washington to finish a four-game road trip. 

Hurricanes: With Sunday’s home game vs. Nashville 
postponed and Tuesday’s game at Boston called off, the 
next game is slated for Thursday night at Ottawa.
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Canes dismantle Kings in overwhelming effort  

The Carolina Hurricanes dominated the Los Angeles Kings 
on home ice Saturday night, winning 5-1.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

It certainly didn’t look like the Carolina Hurricanes were the 
team playing with five AHL call-ups Saturday night in PNC 
Arena, as the Canes utterly dominated the Los Angeles 
Kings in an overwhelming 5-1 victory.  

The Canes, still missing six starters in COVID protocol, 
jumped on the Kings early and often, putting five past L.A. for 
the second time this season. Jesperi Kotkaniemi stayed hot 
and got the scoring started in the first minute, with Jesper 
Fast, Brett Pesce, Teuvo Teravainen and Jack Drury all 
notching goals as well.  

The Kings, who got a lone goal from Blake Lizotte late in the 
second period, couldn’t do much at all to stop the Canes, as 
Jonathan Quick saw five goals go past him in a losing effort. 
Frederik Andersen was fantastic in the Canes’ net, not to be 
overlooked with a 32-save effort.  

As is so often the case, special teams made a big difference 
for the Canes Saturday night. Carolina went 2 for 5 on the 
power play, while the Kings were held scoreless in three 
attempts with the man advantage.  

When the Kings and Canes played in Los Angeles in 
November there were three goals in the game’s first five 
minutes, and things got off to an even Faster start Saturday 
night in PNC.  

The opener came just 37 seconds into the game (an ode to 
Andrei Svechnivkov?), as Kotkaniemi made a heady to play 
to give Carolina a 1-0 lead. Fast laced a fantastic pass to 
Brady Skjei, who fired a shot on Quick.  

The puck got lost under Quick but wasn’t secured by the Los 
Angeles goalie, and Kotkaniemi was privy to that information. 
He poked his stick in under Quick and got a piece of the 
puck, slotting it in for his seventh goal of the season. The 
primary assist from Skjei was his 100th in the NHL.  

The Kings unsuccessfully challenged the goal for the puck 
being played by a high stick, handing the Hurricanes a power 
play in the opening minute of play.  

Carolina made the most of it, as Fast proved faster than 
Quick with a great redirection on a point shot from Jaccob 
Slavin. Andrew Poturalski got the secondary assist, his 
second in as many games with the Hurricanes this season. 

The Canes and Kings both killed off penalties during the 
remaining 18 and a half minutes of the first period, as both 
teams got some chances but neither could get another goal. 
Poturalski and Fast particularly had a pair of great looks for 
the Canes that nearly made it 3-0.  

That second Los Angeles penalty came as Sean Durzi laid a 
big blind-side hit on Martin Necas, who took quite some time 
to get up off the ice. Necas initially tried to stay in the game 
but was motioned off the ice by the officials and made his 
way down the tunnel. It was announced during the first 
intermission that Necas would not return with an upper-body 
injury. 

After the Kings successfully killed of an early second-period 
penalty, the Hurricanes made it 3-0 thanks to Pesce’s 
second goal of the season. Pesce threaded a shot from the 
point through a ton of traffic, which included a good screen 
from Drury. The goal was initially credited Pesce and then 
changed to Drury, but was given back to Pesce during 
intermission. 

The Canes weren’t done yet, as a picture-perfect power-play 
goal made it 4-0 in the middle period. Carolina possessed 
the puck in the offensive zone, showing off some 
phenomenal puck movement that ultimately led to Tony 
DeAngelo teeing one up for Teravainen, who rifled a wrister 
home past Quick.  

The Kings finally found the scoreboard later in the second, 
as Lizotte got a fortunate neutral-zone bounce and then 
worked Brendan Smith skating into the offensive zone to set 
up a shot. He sniped one past Andersen to make it a 4-1 
game. ‘ 

The Canes came out of the second break absolutely 
buzzing, overwhelming the Kings entirely on the ice. It paid 
off late in the period with a goal, as Drury undoubtedly got 
his the second time.  

Derek Stepan did some good work in the neutral zone to get 
a puck towards Drury, who collected it in space and 
unleashed a deadly snipe past Quick into the top, top corner 
of the net for his second goal in as many NHL games.  

The Canes will now take an unexpected short break, with 
both Sunday’s game against the Predators and Tuesday’s 
game in Boston postponed. Next up for Carolina will be a trip 
to Ottawa Thursday night.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Drury, Kotkaniemi break down dominant win over Kings 

The Carolina Hurricanes dominated the Los Angeles Kings in 
a 5-1 victory Saturday night, as the Canes got two early 
goals and never looked back.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

It was smooth sailing for the Carolina Hurricanes Saturday 
night in PNC Arena, as the Canes beat the Los Angeles 
Kings 5-1 in a commanding effort from start to finish.  

The Hurricanes got a goal from Jesperi Kotkaniemi just 37 
seconds into the game, and then another one from Jesper 
Fast 59 seconds later on the power play. Brett Pesce, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Jack Drury added goals for the home team, 
with Drury scoring his second NHL goal in as many career 
games.  

Following the impressive win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Drury,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Kotkaniemi finding his confidence and getting a bigger 
role at the same time: I think it’s both. First we kind of started 
him on the wing. We knew he was better at center, but we 
had three great centers. It was tough for him to get the 
opportunity to get the opportunity to really show his stuff. The 
situation presented itself the way it is. He’s certainly had 
more opportunity, and he’s doing a great job with it.  

On what it says about the system to be playing like this with 
so much lineup change: For sure. To be 100 percent honest, 
if coming into these two games you would have said we’d be 
coming out with two victories this way, I would have been not 
surprised, but I would have said ‘hell, that’s big time.’ 
Whether it’s the process or whatever, I think guys are just 
working hard. Kudos to all the guys that came in because 
they all contributed and played hard.  

On the fast start and playing with urgency: We get hit again 
with [Martin Necas] going down right away. That’s another 
top guy that goes out. Everyone just kind of figured it out. 
Like I said, the next guy up is just getting it done. Our D 
plays really well, and that’s a huge part of it. And our goalie 
was great tonight. That helps, obviously, to just kind of keep 
the game under control. That start was huge. Get the goal 
and then get the power play and score, that does make it a 
lot easier.  

On if he has an update on Necas: I don’t have one as of yet, 
no. 

On winning the special teams battle: That’s always a big part 
of the game. If you don’t watch the game and you want to 
look at the score and see what happened, you look at special 
teams and whoever was the plus in that is the team that 
generally wins. Our penalty kill I thought was really good. 
The power play got a couple nice ones. Considering all the 
guys we have out on our power play, it’s actually looking 
pretty good. I might have to rethink all of that. That was a big 
part of the game.  

On Drury: He’s been good. That line was good for us. They 
had to play against their best players at times, and no 
problems. They hung in there with them. He’s been good. I 

think [Derek Stepan] has been good for him, just to have that 
veteran guy there that talks to him a lot. I’ve got to give 
[Stefan Noesen] a lot of credit, too, coming in. He’s played 
really well for us. Jack’s been good, but all of these other 
guys have really contributed as well. 

On how they’re going to use the next few days and on if they 
anticipate getting in the Ottawa game: I can’t answer that, if 
I’m being honest with you. I said to the guys today ‘I think 
we’re going day to day right now. Let’s make the most of this 
day and come back tomorrow and see what happens.’ If we 
know for sure that we’re not playing until Thursday, we’ll get 
at least a day or two off in here and stay away and try to 
keep the guys we have available. We’ll just go from there, 
but we have no word.  

On if there’s been any discussion about making up the 
Minnesota game in this window: I don’t know. A lot depends 
on their schedule. A lot just depends on what everyone is 
doing and what they decide to do. If they’re slowing things 
down, if they’re — I don’t know. It’s not a question for me, 
and no one wants to hear my answer on that anyway. I’ll 
leave it at that. 

Jack Drury 

On getting any instruction on the Storm Surge: No, I think 
we’ve watched it on YouTube and TV enough to get the gist 
of it.  

On his confidence: Yeah, I think the team is playing well, and 
we’re playing together and as a group. We’re making good 
plays together. I think when everyone is rolling and we’re 
playing well, I think everybody builds confidence off of that. I 
think all the guys that have come up from Chicago, we’ve 
molded in nicely and are just trying to help the team win. 

On the fast start: I feel like we were ready to compete today. 
That was the message coming into the day. I think 
everybody bought in. That’s why this team wins game, it’s 
when everyone is working hard and giving their best effort.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On if this opportunity to have a bigger role has come right 
when he’s got his confidence all the way back: Yeah. I just 
try to do the same thing over and over again, no matter what 
the ice time is. I just try to keep it simple, and it’s been good 
so far.  

On how nice it is to be getting results: It’s good for the 
confidence, of course. I’m feeling a little bit better with the 
puck and a little bit more confident to make plays. It’s been 
really good so far, and the last two games have been fun.  

On if his goal was just him playing to the whistle: Yeah, I felt I 
had a good angle. I was probably the only guy who saw the 
puck there, so it was pretty easy to tap that in.  

On all the AHL call-ups contributing: Yeah, it’s pretty 
impressive. In the situation we are, guys come up and play 
on that level, it’s just crazy. That tells you about this 
organization and how good it is. We can trust those guys 
every night. It’s been great.
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Andersen outduels Quick, Canes overpower Kings  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen accumulated 32 saves as the 
Carolina Hurricanes defeated Jonathan Quick and the Los 
Angeles Kings 5-1 on Saturday, Dec. 18. 

What was slated to be a marquee matchup between two of 
the league’s best goaltenders ended up a one-sided 
massacre as the Canes (21-7-1) executed an all-out assault 
on the Kings’ (13-11-5) net. Quick did not quite live up to his 
name, allowing center Jesperi Kotkaniemi to give Carolina an 
early 1-0 lead. The Hurricanes only made things worse for 
Quick from there. 

“I feel like we were ready to compete today,” said center 
Jack Drury. “That was the message coming into the day and 
I think everyone bought in. That's why this team wins games 
when everyone's working hard and given their best effort.” 

The Canes made good use of the power play by knocking in 
two goals on five chances. Right wing Jesper Fast redirected 
a shot from point by defenseman Jaccob Slavin to make it 2-
0 just 1:36 into the game, but the highlight of the night came 
in the second period when a slick display of passing by 
Carolina culminated in a power play goal by left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen to make it 4-0. 

Both special teams played a big part in the Canes’ win, as 
Carolina killed all three of the Kings’ own power plays. With 
the Hurricanes firing on all cylinders for 60 minutes, Los 

Angeles had a lot of trouble getting anything going even with 
a man advantage. 

“That's always a big part of the game,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “If you don’t watch a game and you just want to 
look at a score and see what happened, you look at special 
teams.  You can see whoever was the plus in that generally 
is the team that wins.” 

The game featured a number of milestones for the 
Hurricanes as well. Defenseman Brady Skjei secured his 
100th career assist on the opening goal while left wing Josh 
Leivo scored his first point as a Cane by assisting 
defenseman Brett Pesce’s second-period goal that made it 
3-0. Drury also added his name to the scoresheet for his 
second goal in his first two games, and left wing C.J. Smith 
made his own Canes debut. 

Unfortunately, it wasn’t all good times and holiday cheer for 
Carolina. Center Martin Nečas suffered a hard hit on the 
boards in the second period and did not return after slowly 
managing to leave the ice and eventually make his way 
down the tunnel. Brind’Amour did not have an update on his 
status after the game. 

With their next two games postponed due to several COVID-
19 cases among the Nashville Predators and the Boston 
Bruins, the Hurricanes will travel north of the border for their 
next game, a Dec. 23 matchup against the Ottawa Senators. 
Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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Wolves tie franchise record   

Wolves make history despite its top five scorers playing in 
the NHL  

The Chicago Wolves’ special teams produced a power-play 
goal and a shorthanded goal in the second period to secure 
a landmark 4-2 victory over the Milwaukee Admirals 
Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards David Gust, Jamieson Rees, David Cotton and 
Spencer Smallman scored for the Central Division-leading 
Wolves (20-4-1-1), who tied a 22-year-old team record by 
claiming their 12th consecutive victory. John Anderson’s 
1999-2000 squad won 12 in a row on the way to the 2000 
Turner Cup championship. 

Goaltender Alex Lyon (9-1-1), who ranks third in the AHL 
with his 1.79 goals-against average, earned his sixth straight 
win as he rejected 29 of 31 shots against a Milwaukee lineup 
fortified by three forwards who helped the Nashville 
Predators defeat the Chicago Blackhawks Friday night. 

Meanwhile, the Wolves extended their streak even though 
their top five scorers were busy helping the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeat the Los Angeles Kings. 

“I think if you work the way we work, you give yourself a 
chance every night,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “We’ve seen that. The last three (days) in a row, 
our effort has been outstanding from start to finish. We just 
play. We just keep playing.” 

Gust opened the scoring at 16:19 of the first. Rees powered 
his way down the right wing, but Milwaukee broke it up 
before he could reach the net. The Admirals couldn’t connect 
on a short breakout pass deep in their own zone, so Gust 
pounced on the bouncing puck in the left circle and snapped 

it past Connor Ingram for the Orland Park native’s 50th 
career AHL goal. 

Milwaukee (10-13-2-0) knotted the game at 11:42 of the 
second when defenseman Jeremy Davies, who suited up for 
the Wolves last season, whistled a wrister from the right 
point that snuck through traffic for a power-play goal. 

Chicago answered with a power-play goal of its own at 
14:03. After accepting a pass from Rees at the right faceoff 
dot, defenseman Artyom Serikov tried to feed a pass across 
the slot to Sam Miletic. A Milwaukee defender blocked the 
puck right back to Serikov, so he flipped a shot that tipped off 
Rees’ boot as he jumped trying to avoid the puck. 

The Wolves pushed their lead to 3-1 on Cotton’s 
shorthanded goal with 2:39 left in the second. Spencer 
Smallman’s pass from the defensive zone led Cotton past 
two defenders and he capped his breakaway with a 
backhand flick over Ingram. 

Milwaukee pulled within 3-2 with 2:32 to play when Graham 
Knott tipped in a Rocco Grimaldi blast when the Admirals 
pulled the goalie to get a 6-on-4 advantage. 

But the Wolves made the Admirals pay for the empty net 
when Smallman buried a shot with 1:54 left. Ingram (8-8-2) 
posted 29 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves will shoot for sole possession of the franchise 
record when they head to Cleveland for a 6 p.m. game 
Wednesday. They return to Allstate Arena on Saturday, Jan. 
1, to face the Rockford IceHogs in the Chicago New Year’s 
Classic, presented by Planet Fitness. To find the best ticket 
deals, contact a Wolves representative here or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256705862.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256710307.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/hurricanes-hodgepodge-lineup-scores-early-often-in-win-over-kings/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/predators-bruins-put-on-pause-postponing-a-pair-of-upcoming-canes-games/20041832/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-cruise-past-kings-5-1/c-329135608 
https://www.nhl.com/news/los-angeles-kings-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-329087840 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-brady-skjei-hockey-d0085d776dd7edcd191b1df44b5ccdce 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/18/22844338/canes-dismantle-kings-in-overwhelming-effort 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/18/22844450/they-said-it-brindamour-drury-kotkaniemi-break-down-dominant-win-over-kings 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/andersen-outduels-quick-canes-overpower-kings/article_f4bb59ce-6079-11ec-b2de-e79ab4d6bea6.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/18/wolves-tie-franchise-record/ 
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Canes race past LA Kings after quick start, despite several regulars out 
of the lineup 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes played a hockey game Saturday. 

When they will play the next one, it’s hard to say for sure. As Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour told his players, “I think we’re going day to day 
right now, so let’s make the most of this day.” 

With the pandemic creating trepidation and havoc in the NHL, the Canes 
have had their next two scheduled games — against Nashville and 
Boston — postponed. Their scheduled game in Ottawa on Thursday 
could be in doubt. Then there’s the Christmas break. 

But the Canes made the most of the moment Saturday. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Jesper Fast scored goals in the first 96 seconds to 
charge up PNC Arena, Jack Drury scored again and the Canes surged to 
a 5-1 victory over the Los Angeles Kings. 

The Canes scored twice on the power play, their penalty killers were on 
point and goalie Frederik Andersen took it from there, coming up with his 
best stops at the right times and making 32 saves in picking up his 16th 
win of the season. 

Fast and Teuvo Teravainen had the power-play goals, and defenseman 
Brett Pesce scored on a shot from the point as the Canes (21-7-1) 
earned their second win over the Kings (13-11-5) this season. 

The one downside for the Canes was having forward Martin Necas leave 
the game at 10:34 of the first period after smashing hit from the Kings’ 
Sean Durzi, who was penalized for interference. Necas, woozy and 
knocked to the ice, was taken off to enter the concussion protocol. 

“We get hit again when (Necas) goes down right away,” Brind’Amour 
said. “So there’s another top guy who’s out. But everyone just kind of 
figured it out. Like I said, next guy up. Just getting it done. 

“Our D played really well and that’s a huge part of it. And our goalie was 
great tonight, which helps obviously, just keeping the game under 
control.” 

With six players in the COVID-19 protocol, the Canes were required to 
play with 16 skaters Thursday in their home game against the Detroit 
Red Wings and won 5-4. They had a full 20-man roster, with two more 
emergency callups from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL, for Saturday’s 
game against the resurgent Kings. 

“Coming into these two games if you had said we’d come out with two 
victories I would have been not surprised but I’d have said, ‘That’s big 
time,’ Brind’Amour said. 

Kotkaniemi’s goal came 36 seconds into the game, the center wedging 
the puck out from below the pads of goalie Jonathan Quick to score. That 
came after Fast made a good play along the boards, knocking the puck 
down, then passing to Brady Skjei for the initial shot. 

The Kings challenged the goal, claiming Fast had his stick above 
shoulder level in making the play on the boards. The ruling: good goal by 
Kotkaniemi and delay-of-game penalty on the Kings for a failed 
challenge. 

Fast took it from there, redirecting a Jaccob Slavin shot in the slot past 
Quick at 1:36 for the power-play goal. The building was rumbling, the 
fans reacting as if they, too, wonder when the next game will be. 

“The start was huge,” Brind’Amour said. “Get the goal, then get the 
power play and score, that does make it a lot easier.” 

Pesce, in his second game since coming off the COVID list, scored on a 
shot from the right point -- the goal initially credited to Pesce, then Drury, 
then Pesce after another change. Drury would score the fifth goal on a 
top-shelf bullet -- make it two goals in his first two NHL games. 

The Canes’ second-power score was marked by near-flawess puck 
movement and execution, Teravainen drilling a shot from the left circle 
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that bet Quick to the short side -- Canes fans soon had the “Wave” rolling 
around the arena. 

The Kings’ forecheck became more of a problem later in the second and 
resulted in a goal. After a Canes turnover just over their blue line, the 
Kings struck when Blake Lizotte beat Andersen to the far post. 

The Canes were more efficient in their zone in the third, the Kings were 
limited to seven shots and Drury’s goal left Canes fans a happy bunch. 
He was also pretty happy, skating with his arms wide in celebration. 

This story was originally  

Published December 18, 2021 9:42 PM. 
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Two more Canes games are postponed, but Saturday’s home game 
against the Kings is on 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes had planned to play back-to-back home games 
this weekend against the Los Angeles Kings and Nashville Predators, 
then travel to Boston on Tuesday to face the Bruins. 

The ever fluid, escalating COVID-19 situation has changed that. 

The NHL said Saturday it was shutting down the Predators and the 
Bruins through the Christmas break because of COVID issues, 
postponing the Canes’ Sunday game against the Predators at PNC 
Arena and the Boston game. Nashville had eight players and the Bruins 
seven players in the COVID-19 protocol Saturday. 

Also in doubt is the Canes’ Thursday road game against the Ottawa 
Senators, their last before the NHL’s Christmas and holiday break. 

The Canes, who have six players in the protocol, had their road game 
against the Minnesota Wild this past Tuesday postponed after four of its 
players tested positive. Carolina was required to use an 18-man roster, 
with 16 skaters, to beat the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday at PNC 
Arena. 

The Canes were allowed more emergency callups for a full 20-man 
roster for the Kings game. The Kings announced Saturday afternoon that 
goalie Cal Petersen had been put on the COVID list. 

Canes forward Jesper Fast was asked Saturday about dealing with the 
stress and uncertainty of all that is happening with the pandemic and 
within the league. 

“I think you have to take it day by day and focus on playing the next 
game,” he said. 

Asked if a pause in the NHL season now seemed inevitable, Fast said, 
“A lot is happening right now. As I said, I think everyone who is healthy 
has to focus on getting ready to play the next game, and if another 
decision comes we will go from there.” 

This story was originally  

Published December 18, 2021 2:41 PM. 
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Senators lose in overtime to Flyers 

 

Ken Warren 

Publishing date:Dec 18, 2021   

 

Flyers 4, Senators 3 

On another long and difficult day for the entire National Hockey League, 
the Ottawa Senators extended themselves into overtime, but ultimately 
lost 4-3 to the Philadelphia Flyers. 

A pair of weird bounces did the Senators in. 

Travis Sanheim put the finishing touches on the Flyers win, beating 
Senators goaltender Anton Forsberg in extra time after Thomas Chabot’s 
clearing attempt took a strange bounce off the glass and into the slot. 

The game went back and forth several times, including a wild finish to the 
final seven minutes of regulation. Only 52 seconds after Zack Sanford 
put the Senators up 3-2, the Flyers’ Joel Farabee found the net on a shot 
that bounced off Chabot’s skate to tie the game yet again. 

Through regulation, Forsberg made 33 saves, while the Flyers’ Martin 
Jones stopped 28 shots. 

“Tough bounce, don’t know what else to say, they didn’t create anything, 
they just threw it at the net,” said Senators coach D.J. Smith of the 
Farabee goal. 

It could be the last game either team plays for awhile. As the Senators 
and Flyers waited for the puck to drop Saturday, the hits were coming all 
around the NHL as positive COVID-19 case counts among players 
continued to rise. 

Accordingly, a series of games were postponed one after the other, 
including Sunday’s scheduled game between the Senators and Boston 
Bruins at Canadian Tire Centre. The Bruins have have joined the 
Nashville Predators, Florida Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes and Calgary 
Flames, on pause until after Christmas, if not longer. 

There’s uncertainty in the air for the rest of the NHL, with the possibility 
that the entire league could be put on hold for the next week. Or longer. 

Perhaps that works as an explanation for the Senators slow start 
Saturday, but they did work their way back into a game that was 
deadlocked 2-2 heading into the third. 

After an atrocious beginning — they were down 2-0 and had allowed 13 
shots before testing Jones for the first time — the Senators staged an 
impressive second period rally to tie the game. 

First, it was Tim Stuetzle, fighting past a Rasmus Ristolainen check and 
ripping a sharp angle shot high over Jones shoulder. Only 1:13 later, 
Alex Formenton capitalized on a lazy defensive effort by Keith Yandle, 
stealing the puck in the neutral zone and beating Jones while the 
Senators were shorthanded. 

As much as the Senators looked like they weren’t ready to start the 
game, they had plenty of jump to start the second, coming close to taking 
the lead. And just like the Senators at the end of the first, the Flyers 
pushed hard at the end of the second and Forsberg was sharp on a late 
Flyers power play to keep the game tied 2-2 heading into the third. 

“We’re all good enough players to look at each other and say we weren’t 
good enough,” Stuetzle said of the conversation during the first 
intermission. 

With the NHL as a whole on the ropes after taking COVID-19 hits left and 
right, the Senators were naturally trying to get out of Philadelphia as 
healthy as possible. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 19, 2021 

 

They were also looking to come home from the road trip with a winning 
record. The trip, which began on the heels of a 4-0 win at Canadian Tire 
Centre on Dec. 12, began with an 8-2 romp over the Florida Panthers on 
Tuesday. The trek also included Thursday’s 2-1 defeat to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Forsberg was in net for all of that. In his previous six games before facing 
the Flyers, he has posted a .931 save percentage. 

Against the Flyers, though, the Senators faced the additional challenge of 
being without defenceman Nikita Zaitsev, who had re-established himself 
as Chabot’s safety valve on the club’s top defence pairing. Zaitsev is 
expected to be out for four weeks after suffering a heel injury against 
Tampa. Pressed into extra duty, Chabot had played 34 minutes after 
three periods. 

Zaitsev’s loss is Jacob Bernard Docker’s gain. The rookie defenceman, 
who has patiently bided his time during the club’s resurgence during the 
past week, began Saturday’s game paired with Dillon Heatherington. 
While Bernard-Docker is expected to receive an extended look on the 
Senators blueline, the organization is being careful to keep expectations 
modest. 

As for the Flyers, they’re looking to find a consistent winning groove after 
the firing of former head coach Alain Vigneault earlier this month. After a 
bumpy start under Mike Yeo, promoted from his post as an assistant, the 
Flyers came into Saturday’s game with a 3-0-1 record in their previous 
four games, including a 3-2 shootout loss to Montreal on Friday. 

Philadelphia was without goaltender Carter Hart. Hart was a late scratch 
due to an undisclosed illness, meaning Jones drew the start. 

The Flyers came out, well, flying, jumping all over the sleepy-looking 
Senators to take control in the opening minutes. 

Claude Giroux broke the ice only 4:19 in, finishing off a pretty passing 
play that started after Senators defenceman Nick Holden lost an edge 
deep in his own zone. Three minutes later, Oskar Lindblom cashed in 
after his shot deflected off Chabot’s stick and past Forsberg. 

At that point, the Flyers held a 7-0 shots edge. 

The Senators first shot on goal came with 6:20 remaining in the period, 
but they found their legs to generate some chances late in the period, 
momentum that carried over into the second, when they evened things 
up. 

Now back at home, they’ll wait to see if Tuesday’s game against the St. 
Louis Blues will go on as scheduled. 

“Whatever happens, happens,” said captain Brady Tkachuk. “If we keep 
playing, we’re going to keep trying to play with that jam and confidence 
we have. If it gets shut down, then it’s time to regroup mentally and 
spend the holidays with family and try to be as safe as you can.” 

 

Ottawa Sun LOADED: 12.19.2021 

1229991 Ottawa Senators 

 

Sunday's Senators-Bruins game postponed due to rising COVID-19 
concerns around the NHL 

 

Ken Warren 

Publishing date:Dec 18, 2021  

 

The long list of postponed National Hockey League games, including 
Sunday’s previously scheduled tilt between the Senators and Boston 
Bruins at Canadian Tire Centre, came like a wave Saturday. 

The Bruins won’t be back in action until after Christmas, joining the 
Nashville Predators, Calgary Flames, Colorado Avalanche and Florida 
Panthers on extended COVID-19 pause. 

For the time being, anyway, Senators home games against the St. Louis 
Blues on Tuesday and Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday are still on, but 
there is little certainty about anything as the NHL desperately tries to get 
a handle on the highly-contagious omicron variant. 

Jokes that it would be easier to list the players who aren’t in protocol 
aren’t all that far from the truth. 

With at least seven Bruins players in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol, their 
Saturday game against the Montreal Canadiens was postponed on 
Friday. It seemed like a foregone conclusion that Sunday’s game against 
the Senators would also be put on hold. 

“It’s obviously scary,” Senators head coach D.J. Smith said before 
Ottawa took on the Flyers in Philadelphia on Saturday. 

Smith said he was crossing his fingers that anyone with a weakened 
immune system managed to escape severe symptoms. 

“You hope that, if you get it or your team (has an outbreak) or, most 
importantly, the family members and elderly people with weakened 
immune systems, they don’t get it real bad. 

“I was reading the Windsor Star (his hometown newspaper) and this is 
real. There are still fatalities and it’s a scary time for everyone. We’re 
pushing on, doing everything we can with the trainers and the doctors. 
(Senators owner Eugene Melnyk) is putting everything in place to try and 
keep everyone safe, but it seems right now that this thing is spreading 
worse than it has (in the past). 

“All we can do is be prepared if we get it.” 

REINFORCING THE MASK MANDATE : The Senators, of course, had a 
major outbreak in November, with as many as 10 players and assistant 
coach Jack Capuano sidelined at one point. Three games were 
postponed, only one of which has been made up so far. 

In addition to the postponements, the NHL Players’ Association issued a 
statement outlining enhanced safety measures for all teams. Since the 
start of the season, players have been required to undergo COVID-19 
tests at least once every three days. It’s now a daily test. 

In addition, the NHLPA made a rather bold statement about the 
importance of wearing masks during travel. 

“We have heard some concerns expressed by the charter airline carriers 
regarding Clubs’ non-compliance with this requirement and ask for your 
strict adherence to it,” the statement read. “Club Compliance Officers are 
reminded of their responsibility to report all instances of non compliance 
with the Protocol to the league.” 

ZAITSEV OUT FOUR WEEKS : The Senators’ blue-line has taken a hit 
with Nikita Zaitsev expected to miss four weeks because of a heel injury 
in the first period of Thursday’s 2-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Zaitsev’s skate went into the boards awkwardly and he needed help to 
the dressing room. 

“It hurts us defensively,” Smith said. “I think he was really coming and 
playing, probably, as good as he had (all season). He and (partner 
Thomas Chabot) were really meshing there.” 

As expected, rookie Jacob Bernard-Docker, a 2018 first-round pick, 
stepped in to the lineup on Saturday. 

“I’m getting used to the pace. It’s a little different from the AHL,” Bernard-
Docker said before the puck dropped against the Flyers. “Getting a full 
week of practice under my belt is definitely not a bad thing. I think I know 
what to expect and what I need to improve on. I’ve been working on 
those things.” 

Smith says it’s important to keep expectations in check. 
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“Certainly, he’s up to NHL speed. He has had lots of practices,” the 
coach said. “But there’s a difference between the AHL and the NHL. It’s a 
huge jump and we have to be aware of that and not put too much stock 
into one game or two games or three games.” 

With Zaitsev out, it’s expected that Smith will do some juggling on 
defence, with Chabot likely playing with an assortment of partners during 
games. 

“It’s just unbelievable to watch him in practice, in games. He is just 
always skating,” Bernard-Docker said. “He never stops moving his feet 
and he’s such a smooth skater. To see it first-hand, watching it every 
day, it’s pretty cool.” 
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GAME NIGHT: Sens vs Flyers 

 

Ken Warren 

Publishing date:Dec 18, 2021  

 

GAME NIGHT 

Ottawa Senators (9-17-1) at Philadelphia Flyers (11-12-5) 

Tonight: 7 p.m. TV: Sportsnet 360, Sportsnet 1, City 

Radio: AM 1200 

WHY WATCH 

CLOSING STRONG 

The Senators split their two-game set in Florida, including a convincing 8-
2 romp over Florida on Tuesday and a tight 2-1 defeat to Tampa on 
Thursday, putting them in position to have a winning road trip if they can 
knock off the Flyers. With scheduled back-to-back games (the Senators 
return to Ottawa on Sunday against Boston), it will be interesting to see if 
coach D.J. Smith sticks with Anders Forsberg or gives the net back to 
Filip Gustavsson, who has stopped 178 of 191 shots in his past six 
games. 

Points Leaders 

Ottawa Senators 

Drake Batherson 22  9     19  28  +7 

Brady Tkachuk     24  12  10  22  +6 

Josh Norris      27  14  8     22  +3 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Claude Giroux       28  10  14  24  -6 

Cam Atkinson               28  12  7     19  +10 

Sean Couturier     28  6     10  16  -7 

Special Teams 

Ott : PP 20.0 (12th) PK 77.3 (25th) 

Phi : PP 16.3 (26th) PK 81.3 (12th) 

3 Things About the Flyers 

1. The shots keep coming. In a difficult year that has already included an 
extended losing streak and the firing of former head coach Alain 

Vigneault, Philadelphia has had a difficult time slowing down opponents. 
The Flyers have allowed an average of 34.7 shots per game, second 
most in the NHL. Only the Columbus Blue Jackets are worse in that 
department. 

2. You’ve got to have Hart. As rough as the year has been for the Flyers 
and their fans, they would be even further down the standings without the 
play of goaltender Carter Hart. Hart has kept the Flyers in many games, 
owning a .918 save percentage and 2.74 goals-against average, 
numbers that should give him consideration to be on Canada’s Olympic 
team. 

3. Where have the goals gone? The Flyers have plenty of experience, 
but those veterans have had a tough time finding the opponent’s net. 
They’ve scored an average of 2.61 goals per game, 26th in the NHL. 
That includes only 24 third-period goals, which is 25th in the league. The 
Senators have scored a league-low 19 third-period goals, so nobody 
should be expecting a fireworks show late in the game. 
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With defenseman group depleted, MacKenzie Weegar ‘did everything 
and more’ for Panthers 

 

Jordan McPherson 

 

When the short-handed Florida Panthers took the ice on Thursday 
against the Los Angeles Kings, MacKenzie Weegar knew he probably 
was going to be on the ice more than he wasn’t. 

It’s a situation he takes pride in, even if the reason he had to step up was 
one neither he nor the team would have preferred to have happened. 

“It’s always fun taking on extra responsibility,” Weegar said in a mid-
game interview on Bally Sports Florida. “It means the team and the 
coaching staff has some trust and some faith in you.” 

A COVID-19 outbreak inside the organization had sidelined seven 
players, and the Panthers’ defenseman group was particularly hit hard. 

Weegar carried the bulk of the load as a result. 

He logged a career-high 31:32 of ice time, including 6:55 of the Panthers’ 
eight minutes on the power play, during the 4-1 loss. 

“We were relying on him a lot. I think we have all year, but [Thursday 
night], even more than normal,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said of 
Weegar, who leads the team in blocked shots (64), is second in average 
time on ice (23:55) and hits (77), and tied for third in assists (15) a little 
more than a third of the way through his fifth full NHL season. “He 
competed, he did a great job on the power play. He did everything and 
more that we asked from him.” 

The Panthers needed to ask a lot of him, considering the defenseman 
group they had to dress for the game. 

The key characters missing because of the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols: 

▪ Aaron Ekblad, Weegar’s partner as Florida’s top defensive pairing and 
the primary defenseman the Panthers use on the power play. 

▪ Radko Gudas, a 10-season NHL veteran and the team’s leader in hits 
(117). 

▪ Brandon Montour, who ran the second power-play unit. 

Add in Gustav Forsling being out with a non-COVID illness, and Florida’s 
experience level among its blue-liners was thin on Thursday. 
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The four defensemen who joined Weegar in the lineup: Olli Juolevi, 
Lucas Carlsson, Chase Priskie and Matt Kiersted. 

Carlsson was the most veteran of that quartet, playing in his 13th game 
of the season and 31st of his career. Juolevi was next, playing in just his 
fourth game of the season after dealing with an assortment of injuries. 

Priskie and Kiersted were called up hours before the game from the 
Charlotte Checkers, the Panthers’ American Hockey League affiliate, and 
were playing their third game in as many nights. 

And it was the youngsters who gave Florida valuable minutes. 

Priskie was second among Florida skaters in ice time (25:29). Kiersted 
scored the team’s only goal. 

“No matter what happens this game,” Weegar said during the Bally 
Sports Florida interview, “it’s been a lot of fun playing with those young 
kids.” 

The young kids did what they could to fill in the missing time and lessen 
the burden when they could. 

And they gained another level of appreciation for Weegar in the process. 

“Here was an iron man last night,” Priskie said Friday. “He was he was 
steadfast all night. So I mean, just being around him, seeing how he 
plays the game, and then during some of the intermissions or the TV 
timeouts just being able to chat with him and and kind of get a view of 
what he sees and what I can be doing better and kind of the positions I 
put myself in [was helpful]. He is extremely supportive and helped us out 
and just tried to get us all on the same page on such short notice.” 
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Florida Panthers offered opportunity. Chase Priskie grabbed it 

 

Published 21 hours ago on December 18, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Chase Priskie had been called up to the Florida Panthers 
from the minors in the past, but this time was much, much different. 

In previous call-ups, only the possibility of playing was offered. 

One time, he did play. Other times, he did not. 

On Thursday morning, he and three teammates from the Charlotte 
Checkers gathered at the airport for a familiar flight to Fort Lauderdale. 

All four of them knew they were going to be playing in the NHL later that 
night. 

Earlier in the day, interim coach Andrew Brunette talked about the 
opportunity being offered to the young players coming to town from 
Charlotte. 

The Panthers are paused, but we’re not! 

Subscribe to FHN today for the most in-depth, daily coverage of the 
Florida Panthers anywhere! 

Even though they had just played back-to-back games for the Checkers 
and this would be their third consecutive night of playing high-end 
hockey, the chance to do so under the bright lights of the NHL gave them 
plenty of jump. 

Priskie may not have received all the glory in what turned out to be an 
ho-hum 4-1 loss to the Los Angeles Kings. 

Cole Schwindt got to take the rookie solo lap prior to warmups, 
something Priskie did last month when he made his NHL debut becoming 
the first South Florida product to play for his hometown Panthers. 

Matt Kiersted scored Florida’s lone goal — his first in 12 NHL games. 

But it was Priskie who was the one who impressed. 

With the Panthers playing a defenseman short, everyone knew 
MacKenzie Weegar was going to log some serious minutes. He did just 
that, leading all skaters with 31:32 off 34 shifts. 

The Panthers threw the rookie out in all situations, having him kill 
penalties as well as get a little power play time. 

It was a pretty good night for the former Jr. Panther who grew up playing 
on teams all over South Florida. 

“He played exceptional,” Brunette said after the game. “He used his feet, 
managed the game very well. He played great. Another guy I am so 
happy for. I am sure it feels good, at home, to play that kind of game here 
in front of friends and family. Great story. But he earned every minute he 
got tonight.” 

Chase Priskie first to make NHL debut with hometown Florida Panthers 

Life with the NHL team, as is the case a lot for those playing for a minor 
league team, did not last long this time. 

But it certainly was not Priskie’s fault he was heading back to Charlotte 
after just one game back on home turf. 

On Friday afternoon, the NHL put the Panthers’ season on pause. 

Due to the Covid outbreak on the team — seven players were in the 
protocol hence why the Charlotte guys were here in the first place — the 
Panthers will not play until after Christmas. 

Three games have been postponed. 

Priskie, and the other four players in from Charlotte, headed back and 
are expected to be in the lineup for the Checkers tonight against the 
visiting Bridgeport Islanders. 

Before the Covid pause was announced, Priskie spoke following Florida’s 
practice at the IceDen. 

Priskie said he did not think about playing the previous two nights as he 
went out there shift after shift. 

“I was obviously thrilled, any time you get the call up and I knew we were 
coming in a little shorthanded,” Priskie said. “I just wanted to come in, put 
my best foot forward and in my first game, I kind of got a taste for how 
the league was with the pace.  

“This time I wanted to make my mark and I was pleased in how I played, 
Obviously, you want to come up and do anything to help the team win.” 

Priskie talked about playing with confidence on Thursday night and being 
around the Panthers for the past two years has apparently helped with 
that. 

After being acquired from Carolina in the Vincent Trocheck deal, Priskie 
was part of Florida’s extended roster during the postseason Toronto 
bubble. 

He spent part of last season with AHL Syracuse but also spent a large 
part of 2021 with the Panthers on the taxi squad. 

He did not get into a game — his NHL debut came Nov. 4 — but he 
learned a lot. 

That showed in training camp where Priskie definitely impressed. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 19, 2021 

 

He and Kiersted were the final defensive cuts of camp and were quickly 
recalled when Markus Nutivaara got hurt just before the opener. 

Kiersted played in the opening night game but Priskie kept his head level 
and continued to work. 

”Going back to camp, I wanted to come in and show them I should be 
here every day,” Priskie said. “Even though you may earn the respect of 
a lot of guys in the room, going on the ice and showing you belong on the 
team earns the respect in a different way.  

“Training camp was huge for my confidence and getting called up at the 
start of the year kind of reinforced that confidence. I was playing well. 
When I got the call yesterday morning, I knew it was time to put on my 
big-boy pants and play hard hockey.” 

The work he put in, as well as his play both in the preseason and with the 
Checkers, has been noticed by coaches both in Florida and in Charlotte. 

His game Thursday was as well. 

Raised on Florida hockey, Chase Priskie giving back to his community 

Even though he is back in the minors, when the time comes for another 
recall, that will be remembered. 

“I think getting that first game under my belt was huge,” Priskie said. “I 
didn’t play with any jitters last night, I had my bearings in the locker room. 
… For me, it was coming in and doing a job. We were missing some big-
time d-men out there. I just came in to do my best. … 

”I know I can be an everyday player at this level. It’s just about having the 
confidence, playing with confidence, having a little swagger. I kind of felt 
that last night. I had some quality minutes last night and this was another 
step in the process of being an NHL player.” 

 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 12.19.2021 

1229981 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Hockey tournaments creating risk of COVID-19 spread, health experts 
say 

 

Dave McGinn 

6-8 minutes 18/12/2021 

 

Susy Hota, an infectious-diseases specialist at the University Health 
Network in Toronto, says tournaments risk becoming the sites of 
outbreaks, as several have already proven to be.Cole Burston/The Globe 
and Mail 

The latest: Greater Toronto Hockey League postponing all competitive 
games for rest of 2021 amid COVID-19 surge 

Nearly 150 hockey teams from across Ontario were set to arrive in 
Oakville this weekend for the Harvest Classic, an annual tournament that 
was going to go ahead for the first time since 2019. 

But with COVID-19 cases increasing among players, teams dropping out 
and the rapid rise of infections throughout the province, organizers 
decided Wednesday to cancel the event. 

“The numbers are crazy, we’re going to expose all these people coming 
to our town. Christmas is around the corner, and I don’t want to be the 
guy who [is responsible for] a volunteer or a parent who is going to miss 
Christmas because somehow it got spread, because this thing is 
spreading,” says Mike Turczyniak, president of the Oakville Hornets Girls 
Hockey Association, the organizing body of the Harvest Classic. 

The association also decided to postpone all practices and games until 
the New Year. 

OHL’s Sudbury Wolves suspend operations after 12 players test positive 
for COVID-19 

Less than a week before the expected start of the world junior 
championships in Alberta, COVID-19 infection rates are rising across the 
country and new cases of the Omicron variant are being identified. In that 
environment, many hockey programs across the country are cancelling 
tournaments and postponing games and practices, at least until after the 
holidays. 

Doing so, they say, is necessary to help stop the spread of the virus and 
avoid forcing players and parents into isolation over the holidays. 

Last Saturday, Harvest Classic tournament organizers began talking 
about whether to go ahead. One team of kids under 12 had three or four 
players who tested positive for the virus. The situation worsened over the 
next few days. By Wednesday, 16 teams had dropped out of the 
tournament because players had either tested positive or been exposed 
to someone with the virus. 

As beloved as the game is, hockey poses a high risk of transmission, 
with players gathered in locker rooms and breathing heavily as they sit 
side by side on benches. 

Tournaments risk becoming the sites of outbreaks, as several have 
already proven to be, said Susy Hota, an infectious-diseases specialist at 
the University Health Network in Toronto. To manager this current wave, 
particular in Ontario, where the curve is “close to vertical,” the utmost 
caution is needed, she said. 

“This is the time to really take a cautious approach.” 

Several tournaments have been sources of recent outbreaks. At least 11 
cases of COVID-19 have been linked to a tournament in London, Ont., 
and another 20 cases have been associated with a tournament in 
Markham. 

“I suspect a lot of that is from the locker-room and times in between 
plays,” Hota said. 

With players often travelling from afar to attend tournaments, they risk 
spreading the virus throughout the province. 

“With something like that, where you have a lot of people interacting and 
sort of rapidly turning over like that, you can definitely become the 
epicentre of an outbreak,” Hota said. “The time to intervene more 
aggressively is in the very early stages of that exponential rise in cases.” 

This week, the Maritime Junior Hockey League announced it is 
postponing regular-season games in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
between Dec. 17 and Jan. 2. 

The move was prompted by new public-health rules that limit the number 
of participants and spectators at practices and games. As well, several 
teams in the league have reported positive cases among players in the 
past week. 

On Friday, Nova Scotia reported a record single-day increase in COVID-
19 cases, with 394. The previous record was set Thursday, when 287 
new cases were reported. 

“Our league is driven by fans and we need to have them in our facilities 
to be successful,” Steve Dykeman, president of the league, said in an e-
mail. 

Elsewhere in the country, however, things are still largely unchanged 
despite concerns over Omicron. 

“It’s business as usual,” said Peter Woods, executive director of Hockey 
Manitoba. In B.C., operations are “status quo,” according to a 
spokesperson for the B.C. Hockey League, who noted that may change 
depending on what new restrictions come out of an expected provincial 
announcement on Friday afternoon. 
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The Greater Toronto Hockey League, the largest amateur minor-hockey 
league in the world, still open as of Friday, but several other leagues in 
the province have temporarily shuttered operations. 

Earlier in the week, both the Guelph Minor Hockey Association and 
Guelph Girls Hockey Association announced they would be cancelling all 
games until at least Dec. 23 because of positive cases among players 
and several players having to isolate because of exposure to the virus. 

“Even without anybody getting a case, we were starting to see teams 
missing three, four, five people because they’re close contacts with 
someone [who tested positive],” said Mike Ruthven, president of the 
Guelph Girls Hockey Association. 

When the association announced on Monday that it was postponing 
games until at least Dec. 27, between 10 and 20 players were in isolation 
and at least two had tested positive for COVID-19, Mr. Ruthven said. 

“I think it’s important for people in positions like us at the board to step 
forward and say, on behalf of all of those parents out there that are 
worried about this … you know what, I think everybody agrees that 
probably we shouldn’t be doing this any more.” 

Some parents have complained, he said, but the majority have supported 
the decision. 

Of the 146 teams that were scheduled to play in the Harvest Classic, 
some complained to Mr. Turczyniak about the decision to cancel the 
tournament. “We’re all safe, we’re all vaccinated,” one told him. 

The decision was not an easy one for Mr. Turczyniak and his fellow 
board members, but none of them wanted to risk exposing players, 
parents or volunteers, he said. 

“It’s really about the safety of everybody. It really sucks for those girls not 
to be able to play, but this thing is bigger than hockey.” 
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Canadiens cancel practice and put Artturi Lehkonen on COVID list 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 
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The Canadiens decided to cancel a practice they had scheduled for 
10:30 a.m. Saturday at the Bell Sports Complex in Brossard. 

“For precautionary reasons, today’s Canadiens practice has been 
cancelled,” the team reported on its Twitter account Saturday morning. 

Just after 5:30 p.m., the Canadiens announced that Artturi Lehkonen was 
added to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list and is now being monitored 
closely by team doctors. Lehkonen becomes the third Canadiens player 
to be put on the protocol list this season, following Brendan Gallagher 
and Sami Niku, who were put on the list on Dec. 2 and have since 
rejoined the team. Former Canadiens GM Marc Bergevin also tested 
positive for COVID-19 on Nov. 19. 

The Canadiens also announced Saturday that Joel Armia and Mathieu 
Perreault have been placed on injured reserve and will be out until after 
the Christmas holiday break in the schedule. 

The Canadiens are scheduled to practise Sunday morning in Brossard 
and will only fly to New York on Monday morning to play the Islanders 
that night (7 p.m., SNE, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). The Canadiens 
were originally scheduled to fly to New York on Sunday. The Canadiens 

are also scheduled to play the Rangers Wednesday night in New York 
and the Devils Thursday night in New Jersey before a four-day Christmas 
break in the schedule. 

On Friday, Quebec reported 3,768 new COVID-19 cases — the most 
since the start of the pandemic — along with seven more deaths. There 
were 3,631 more cases reported on Saturday, along with two deaths and 
hospitalizations due to COVID-19 increased by 35. Montreal Mayor 
Valérie Plante announced Saturday that she has tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

“What we all realized this week … is that the Omicron variant is 
advancing at breakneck speed,” Quebec premier François Legault wrote 
Saturday on his Facebook page. “It’s hard to imagine. Something so 
overwhelming has never been seen since the start of the pandemic.” 

The Canadiens were scheduled to play the Boston Bruins Saturday night 
at the Bell Centre, but that game was postponed by the NHL on Friday 
because of COVID-19 concerns. The Bruins now have eight players on 
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

The Canadiens beat the Philadelphia Flyers 3-2 in a shootout Thursday 
night at the Bell Centre without any fans in the building due to COVID-19 
concerns from local health officials. 

The Bruins and Nashville Predators on Saturday had their games 
postponed by the NHL through the holiday break because of COVID-19 
concerns. Both teams are now scheduled to play their next games on 
Dec. 27. 

The NHL also postponed three games this weekend due to COVID-19 
concerns: the Toronto Maple Leafs at the Vancouver Canucks on 
Saturday, the Maple Leafs at the Seattle Kraken on Sunday and the 
Arizona Coyotes at the Canucks on Sunday. 

On Friday, the Calgary Flames, Colorado Avalanche and Florida 
Panthers had their games postponed through the holiday break. 

There have been 29 NHL games postponed this season because of 
COVID-19. 

The AHL announced Saturday morning that the Laval Rocket’s game 
against the Crunch in Syracuse Saturday night was postponed due to the 
league’s COVID protocol affecting the Crunch. 

The NHL and NHLPA also announced Saturday the immediate adoption 
of enhanced COVID-19 measures that will remain in effect through the 
holiday season and the New Year and will be re-evaluated no later than 
Jan. 7. 

The league will return to preventative measures consistent with last 
year’s protocols for all players and all members of the club travelling 
party. 

Wearing masks will be mandatory at all times inside club facilities and 
during travel, including when on buses, planes and at the hotel (unless 
exercising, participating in a game, or eating or drinking). There will also 
be daily COVID-19 testing for all members of the club and the travelling 
party. Additional pre-game testing may be implemented, on a case-by-
case basis, when a COVID outbreak occurs within a team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Undermanned Oilers rally together for invigorating win 
over Kraken 

 

Mark Spector 
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December 19, 2021, 1:52 AM 

 

For a team that that has lacked depth scoring and seems to never find 
the first goal in a game, this one was pure tonic for the Edmonton Oilers. 

Minus half of their top-six forwards and trailing 2-0 not 10 minutes into 
the game, the Oilers ground out a comeback win with impressive work 
ethic and structure that simply overran the Seattle Kraken. The Oilers 
never stopped coming at the Kraken, outshooting them 41-17 in a 5-3 
win despite a bunch of recent losses to COVID protocol and playing one 
forward shy of a full lineup. 

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Oilers game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

 “The one word that comes to mind is belief,” said Warren Foegele, who 
had two goals Saturday and his third since joining Connor McDavid’s line 
two games ago. “We stuck together. No one was pouting. We knew we 
could come back. We believed we’d come back. There were so many 
losses (in a recent six-game losing streak), it’s easy to get negative. But 
you could see it on the ice. We had our foot on the pedal.” 

Stuart Skinner opened the game by letting in the first Kraken shot of the 
night and it was a bleeder. After that, however, Skinner was fantastic, 
more than making up for his Koskinen-esque start. 

And then the depth players, whose contributions this team has been 
waiting on for some time, began to come. Foegele, who had snapped a 
20-game goal-less skid the game prior, popped two. And Colton 
Sceviour, a fourth-line banger who answered the call with a short-staffed 
lineup, played 14:31 and had five shots on net and a goal. 

All of this after getting pasted from behind just moments into the contest, 
a call that was somehow missed by the zebras. 

“You don’t want to make a habit of getting yourself into it that way,” he 
chuckled. “But if I can get into it one way or another early, things tend to 
work out better.” 

Sceviour is a fourth-line forward who knows his role and plays it. He 
delivers bodychecks on the forecheck the way a depth forward should, 
and on Saturday enjoyed a shift with journeyman call-up Seth Griffith and 
Connor McDavid, scoring a goal that was assisted by the Oilers captain. 

McDavid (1-1-2 on the night) and Leon Draisaitl (three assists) moved 
around the lineup all night long, while Darnell Nurse was a horse on the 
back end, logging another 25:38 of ice time. Nurse played the final 3:51 
of the game without going off. 

“We’ve had to move a lot of people around,” said assistant coach Jim 
Playfair. “Collectively, our leadership group has taken over and allowed 
those players to find their way. You really have to look at Connor, Leon 
and Darnell, and the moving parts around them. They’re able to stabilize 
and help those players fit in around them.” 

In all, the Oilers had 73 shots attempts to Seattle’s 30. The ice was tilted 
all night long, a credit to an Oilers team that was under-staffed, and 
without its head coach Dave Tippett. 

Failing The Test 

On a night when the NHL played as many games (five) as they managed 
to pull off, the COVID protocol list was the busiest roster in the league. 
And the Oilers have stocked that list as much as any team. 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins tested positive on Friday morning, so the Oilers 
delayed their flight to Seattle more than five hours to wait for further 
testing. It was just long enough to leave Duncan Keith behind in protocol, 
but too early to catch Jesse Puljujarvi’s positive test, which came up 
Saturday afternoon in Seattle. 

Puljujarvi became Edmonton’s fifth player on the list, joining Keith, 
Nugent-Hopkins, Ryan McLeod, Devin Shore and Tippett on the list. With 
Kris Russell and Zach Hyman on Injured Reserve, not to mention starting 
goalie Mike Smith, the Oilers are skating along with less than their 
preferred roster, like so many NHL teams these days. 

Edmonton played with just 11 forwards Saturday, missing three of their 
usual Top 6 forwards and with call-ups Cooper Marody and Seth Griffith 
as wingers on a centre-less fourth line. Marody an assist against Seattle, 
first NHL point, while the journeyman Griffith made a hard check that 
loosened up a puck for Edmonton’s third goal. 

As for Puljujarvi, he can’t fly home on the Oilers charter now that he’s 
tested positive. We asked a team exec after the first period how the big 
Finn would get home to Edmonton. “We’re working on that,” came the 
reply. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' latest goal to get home healthy for the 
holidays 

 

Luke Fox 

December 18, 2021, 5:55 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Home for the holidays. 

With the Toronto Maple Leafs’ planned four-game western road trip 
dissolving into just one game and nine positive COVID tests, the team’s 
sole objective is to get back to Toronto as healthy and quickly as 
possible. 

“We’re trying to do everything we can to get everybody with their family 
during the holidays,” general manager Kyle Dubas said Saturday in 
Vancouver as he awaited results from the morning’s PCR tests. 

“Despite independently what our guys have done to stay healthy, stay in 
the lineup, stay avoiding coming into contact with the virus to spread to 
each other and to people in the community and their families... I mean, 
it's disappointing.” 

Forwards John Tavares, Alexander Kerfoot, Jason Spezza and Wayne 
Simmonds all tested negative in Edmonton, where the Leafs defeated the 
Oilers Tuesday, but tested positive in Vancouver and were placed in 
protocol. 

Two of them are entirely asymptomatic. One had mild symptoms that 
have since dissipated. The other has some fever, chills, and body aches. 
Dubas has spoken with all four multiple times and says the affected 
players are “in good spirits and doing well.” He did not specify which 
players had which conditions. 

The Maple Leafs cancelled Friday’s practice upon getting word of the first 
positive test and have not gathered as a group since. With the Canucks 
dealing with six players and one coach in COVID protocol as well, both 
clubs’ games were postponed throughout the weekend. 

Everyone in the Leafs travelling party has undergone two more rounds of 
rapid antigen and PCR tests. 

Saturday morning's rapid antigen test revealed no additional positives, 
but the Maple Leafs placed T.J. Brodie, Jack Campbell, Travis Dermott, 
head coach Sheldon Keefe and assistant coach Spencer Carbery into 
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol Saturday afternoon following results of 
their PCR tests. 
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“Since we came out west to Edmonton, I've haven’t left my hotel except 
for going for walks,” Keefe said Thursday. “Frankly, my priority right now 
is to get back to Toronto in time for Christmas healthy and safe. Get back 
to my family. I think everybody is like that. 

“It’s even extra challenging being on the road right now, because I don’t 
want to be stuck here through Christmas.” 

The negative group plans to charter back to Toronto Saturday evening. 

Dubas is working on arrangements to safely get those in protocol home 
“in the next day or so” without endangering the public. 

Remaining Time -1:11 

Dubas says two players are asymptomatic, figuring out travel for team 

Dubas did speak with a few Leafs during Saturday’s highly optional 
morning skate at Rogers Arena. 

“I think everyone's a little bit on edge and unsure what's happening,” the 
GM said. 

These are the first positive tests to hit the Maple Leafs since the 2020 
playoff bubble. 

“Our players have been outstanding,” Dubas said. 

“Especially as different variants have come up and you see how quickly 
this specific one [omicron] spreads, I think you're naive if you think it's 
going to avoid a team of 20 to 25 players who are traveling at any one 
time, plus all the staff, especially as you go to different parts of the 
country and the continent where regulations are very different.” 

Meanwhile, Toronto’s AHL club, the Marlies, are now up to 10 positive 
cases, which constitutes an outbreak. All Marlies players and staff are 
isolating for 10 days, per Toronto Public Health guidelines. 

Despite the postponed games, neither the Canucks nor Leafs have shut 
down. COVID-free players and staff may resume workouts and practices. 

Toronto’s next scheduled game is Thursday at home versus St. Louis. 
Vancouver’s is Tuesday at San Jose. 

In Dubas’s conversations with the league, he says there was no 
discussion of pausing the entire NHL schedule. 

“I'm hopeful that that's not necessary,” Dubas said. "But as we've all 
learned as we've gone through this for the last almost two years, every 
day's a new day. And it's impossible to say what tomorrow is going to 
bring in terms of the evolution of this virus and what we can do to get out 
from all the various encumbrances and restrictions that it places on our 
lives. 

“My desire is that we're all working toward a place, optimistically, where 
we can get back to life as it was two years ago at this time. So, I'm 
generally optimistic. 

“I sure hope we don't have to pause or delay, but if it's in the best interest 
of health and safety of the players and the fans and the public in general, 
I'm sure that the league will make the right decision.” 

There is no word yet when Toronto’s postponed dates in Calgary, 
Vancouver and Seattle will be rescheduled. 

“The one thing the league has shown over the last two years is that they 
can adapt and make different things happen and find a way to get as 
much as we can in and get the playoffs and Stanley Cup awarded,” 
Dubas said. 

Fast approaching are the Beijing Winter Games, and the NHLers’ 
participation in the February tournament feels tenuous. 

Toronto’s star sniper, Auston Matthews, has already been named to the 
American squad, and several other Leafs are in contention to represent 
their countries. 

So, how does Dubas feel about sending Maple Leafs overseas in 
February? 

“Those athletes have worked their entire life to be in consideration to go 
to the Olympics. Especially this era of player, basically their whole life 
that they've grown up, the best players — save for 2018 — have been at 
the Olympics. And it's always been a great event and something that they 
all aspire to when you talk to them,” Dubas said. 

“So, that’s going to be their individual choice. I don't think it's our place to 
really step into the aspirations of an athlete that's worked a long time 
towards that. 

“I think for us to have a strong opinion either way would be a disservice 
to the aspirations of our players.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Safety comes first' as Canucks navigate more COVID-19 
postponements 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

December 18, 2021, 7:25 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- On the day the Vancouver Canucks had their first 
games postponed due to COVID, president of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford said he’d be in favour of more targeted testing like the 
National Football League is undertaking if it can be done safely and helps 
teams play a full 82-game season. 

He also made it clear that although only Saturday’s home game against 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and Sunday’s versus the Arizona Coyotes have 
been postponed, the Canucks are uncomfortable about a one-game trip 
to play the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday due to the possibility of players 
getting stuck quarantining in the U.S. during Christmas. 

Rutherford’s team added defenceman Tyler Myers to its COVID-19 
protocol list on Saturday morning, making it six Canucks players in 
quarantine, with the possibility of further positive tests coming in later in 
the day. 

The National Hockey League’s weekend began with the Boston Bruins 
and Nashville Predators being “shut down” through Christmas due to 
outbreaks. The Calgary Flames, Colorado Avalanche and Florida 
Panthers were already shut down. 

“I wasn't totally surprised,” Rutherford said when asked about a morning 
call from NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly informing him of the 
postponements. “I was a little bit disappointed. I know that a lot of people 
came from out of town for this game (against Toronto). I feel bad for 
those fans that made those arrangements. 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

| Sportsnet's tracker for COVID-19 in the NHL 

“From a team point of view, this was going to be a really good test for us. 
The Maple Leafs are one of the top teams in the league and we would 
have got a good look at how our team responded against them, so we're 
disappointed. But safety comes first -- the safety of the players, safety 
the fans -- and I think this is the right decision.” 
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The Canucks are 6-0 since head coach Travis Green and general 
manager Jim Benning were fired nearly two weeks ago, and the Maple 
Leafs’ annual visit to Vancouver is typically one of the most anticipated 
games of the season for fans. 

The postponement came as the NFL announced it would end mandatory 
weekly coronavirus testing for players who are fully vaccinated and 
display no symptoms of COVID-19. Earlier this week, the football league 
decided that even players who test positive can fully return if they are 
asymptomatic for 24 hours and pass both PCR and rapid antigen tests. 

Asked only about the new testing protocols, Rutherford said: “I don't 
understand it enough. I try to follow the doctors and the so-called experts 
that we watch on TV, and some of them are getting it right, some of them 
aren't. I don't know (but) I'm certainly open to it. I would like to see us 
play a full season and figure out a way to do that. But for me, safety 
comes first. If we can find a way to do it the way the NFL is doing it and 
everybody feels comfortable and it's a safe way to do it, then, yeah, I'm 
all for it.” 

Rutherford said he has spoken to all the Canucks players who trickled 
into COVID-19 protocol since Monday: defencemen Luke Schenn, 
Tucker Poolman, Brad Hunt and Myers, and forwards Juho Lammikko 
and Tyler Motte. Assistant coach Jason King is also in protocol. 

Rutherford said the only symptoms displayed by any of them are “very 
mild.” On Thursday, coach Bruce Boudreau described the symptoms as 
similar to a cold. 

Will the NHL pause season until the new year? 

To bolster organizational depth, the Canucks signed minor-league 
defenceman Ashton Sautner to an NHL contract. 

Rutherford emphasized that the organization is operating fully, except for 
this weekend’s postponements, and can practise. 

He said the decision to play or not is entirely with the league, but he 
indicated the Canucks will not be comfortable given the rapid spread of 
COVID-19 around the league if they’re asked to play in California on 
Tuesday. 

The Canucks had a one-game trip to San Jose on Thursday, when they 
won 5-2 and flew home post-game with all of their players and staff. 

Motte went into COVID protocol the next day. 

“I feel very fortunate,” Rutherford said. “The players really weren't 
comfortable with going and (the possibility of) getting stuck there. And I'm 
sure that will be part of the decision for this game going to San Jose, 
especially at this time of the year. So yeah, we feel very fortunate that 
our players got back safe.” 

Whenever the Leafs game is made up, the Canucks could still be out 
millions in revenue. The province has re-instituted a 50 per cent capacity 
limit at Rogers Arena starting on Monday. 

Rutherford said it is his understanding that the team’s season-ticket 
holders will be given priority seating under the new guidelines. 

The team’s final pre-Christmas game is Thursday at home against the 
Anaheim Ducks. 
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TSN.CA / Team Canada adjusts to another COVID curve ball 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Team Canada practised on Saturday at The Fenlands Banff Recreation 
Centre. 

Instead of three pre-tournament games, Team Canada will now only get 
one chance at a dress rehearsal ahead of the World Juniors.  

"Real evaluation comes from games," head coach Dave Cameron said. 
"You do a lot in practice, but it's not quite the same so you just have to 
adjust. It is what it is." 

Team Canada was set to travel to Red Deer, Alta. to play Switzerland on 
Sunday and Sweden on Monday, but with COVID cases climbing due to 
the Omicron variant those games have now been cancelled.  

"In the interest of the health and safety of all participants, and following 
in-depth discussions between Hockey Canada, the International Ice 
Hockey Federation, local organizing committee and the event medical 
advisory committee, along with Alberta Health and Alberta Health 
Services, we have decided to restructure the pre-tournament schedule," 
said Scott Smith, president and chief operating officer of Hockey Canada. 

The updated schedule has not been finalized, however games will not 
commence until Thursday with the opportunity for games to be played on 
Friday as well. A total of 11 games were part of the initial pre-tournament 
schedule, with each team playing a minimum of two games. 

Team Canada will continue to skate in Banff the next couple of days 
before heading to Edmonton where they'll play their one tune-up game. 
The tournament starts on Boxing Day.  

'Level of concern is extremely high': Team Canada enhances protocols 

Hockey Canada's level of concern is "extremely high," when it comes to 
the COVID pandemic. "We have very serious protocols," Senior vice-
president of national teams Scott Salmond said. "We've enhanced some 
of those protocols." Players will move into single rooms and there is now 
more rigorous antigen testing. Team Canada also opted not to practice 
on Friday. 

"We'll try to get scrimmages going but, again, that's tough because of the 
small amount of numbers," Cameron said. "In order to have good habits 
and intensity the scrimmages will have to be short." 

Team Canada's roster includes 14 forwards, eight defencemen and three 
goalies.  

The team has had three full practices since the final cuts and the lines 
have remained unchanged. Cameron doesn't expect to do much, if any, 
tinkering until the exhibition game. 

"You only change when there's a reason to change and usually that 
reason is competition," Cameron pointed out.  

There will be one change. Michigan Wolverines forward Kent Johnson, 
who has been quarantining as part of Hockey Canada's COVID protocol, 
is expected to join the group for his first on-ice session on Sunday. 

It may be tough for Johnson and others to get up to speed considering 
the lack of game action.  

"There can be challenges, but you don't make excuses for yourself," said 
Vancouver Giants forward Justin Sourdif, who hasn't played a game 
since Dec. 8. "You get yourself prepared whether it's stretching or 
warming up hard. You go out there and you practise hard...If you're a 
player of this calibre, that's why you're here, you don't make excuses for 
yourself." 

Still, it's hard to ignore what's happening in the world right now. There's a 
steady stream of players and staff across all sports entering COVID 
protocol with games being postponed.  

"I just deleted my Twitter, Facebook and stuff like that this morning just to 
not think about it and stay focused about hockey," revealed Shawinigan 
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Cataractes centre Mavrik Bourque. "I don't really want to know and hear 
what's going on right now." 

Hockey Canada has enhanced their already strict COVID protocols. For 
example, players have been moved to single rooms to create more 
isolation.  

"Hockey is only part of what we do," Cameron said. "I know this is a 
major event, but [we have] family and friends outside of Banff and we're 
also worrying about their health and that's the No. 1 thing. And that's why 
you can't argue with things being done. It's done in the best interest of 
health...We've been really strict and we'll continue to be really strict and 
keep our fingers crossed that that's good enough to keep this tournament 
going." 

Canada doing what it can to prepare for World Juniors amid evolving 
protocols 

With Hockey Canada announcing stricter COVID protocols and a revised 
pre-tournament schedule, Team Canada is doing the best it can to 
prepare for the World Juniors under the circumstances. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

With fewer exhibition games to generate chemistry, the bond between 
Bourque and Shawinigan teammate Xavier Bourgault becomes even 
more valuable. The pair have been practising on the same line with 
Team Canada. 

"We play together in Shawinigan and we can find each other very well on 
the ice," Bourgault, an Edmonton Oilers prospect, said. "Right now we're 
together and maybe we'll be together at the start of the tournament. It's 
fun to play with him. He's a good playmaker, one of the best in Canada at 
his age. I can find the ice very well so I think we complete each other."  

The pair are good friends off the ice.  

"It's so fun," Bourque said with a smile. "We know where we are on the 
ice. We challenge each other. It's fun, at this level, that we can play 
together. Sometimes I get the puck in the middle of the ice and when I 
can hear him on my right side, I just have to dish it to him and I know he 
will burn the d-man. I like his speed and shooting." 

"Familiarity, a lot of times, breeds success," Cameron said. "We'll see 
how it unfolds and leave that chemistry alone if it's working." 

Bourque and Bourgault speak in French when they talk to each other. 
However, the third member of the line, Windsor Spitfire Will Cuylle, a 
Toronto native, doesn't speak French.  

"Last practice, I was behind the net and I was calling for him in French," 
Bourque said. "I came back to the bench and was like, 'Sorry, I called 
you in French.' I will need to teach him." 

Cameron says the reduction in pre-tournament games will probably have 
the biggest impact on the goaltending competition. The team still hasn't 
established a pecking order between Kamloops' Dylan Garand, 
Edmonton's Sebastian Cossa and London's Brett Brochu.  

"We'll do our work based on practices and go from there," Cameron said.  

The trio of 'tenders joined TSN for a round-table discussion during the 
team's recent quarantine period. The following is an edited transcript of 
the conversation.  

TSN: You guys often get asked to describe yourself as a goalie so I'll do 
it a little different this time. Brett, what stands out about Sebastian?  

Brochu: "He plays really well to his strengths. He's got good size [6-foot-
7] and really good movement for a big guy. So, it's impressive to watch. 
You don't see many guys like him that have that good of crease control. 
It's pretty impressive."  

TSN: Sebastian, what's the scouting report on Dylan?  

Cossa: "He's smiling. I got to compliment this guy now, eh? He's going to 
love this. He's 6-foot-1 and he moves very well. Tracks the puck very 

well. Really good hands. He's got a good glove. He skates well and 
places himself at the top of his crease and isn't leaky, doesn't let anything 
through him, really." 

TSN: Dylan, your thoughts on Brett?  

Garand: "He works hard in there and competes hard and doesn't give up 
on a puck. He's got good skating ability and ability to move and stuff like 
that. He doesn't give a bunch of rebounds out. Pretty solid, all-around 
game and pretty fun to watch him in practice and games." 

TSN: Anyone want to add anything?  

Garand: "No, I'm just glad I didn't have to do Cossa (smile)." 

TSN: If you could steal something from another goalie, what would it be?  

Cossa: "From Carey Price, just the smoothness he has in his game. It 
doesn't look like he's trying at all. He's a very powerful guy, very 
explosive guy, so just the way he moves in his crease." 

Brochu: "I'd probably take Juuse Saros' crease control. He's extremely 
impressive and that's a part of my game I need to work on the most." 

Garand: "I like what Broch said. I like Saros' speed and the control he 
does it with. I really admire the skating of Devon Levi. I actually skated 
with him this summer. I picked up a lot...It's pretty elite, probably some of 
the best I've seen even from NHL goalies. And then I'd probably take 
someone's size. Probably not Coss (smile). He's a little too big. I still 
want to move around the crease, but I'd like a little more size." 

TSN: What do you appreciate about Levi's skating?  

Garand: "His edge work and his ability to recover. He does this cool little 
get-up thing where he's in the butterfly and he gets up quick and gets on 
his edges, but stays low. He's kind of in the butterfly still, almost, but he's 
hovering on the ice and has the ability to push off and be super strong." 

TSN: What's your favourite type of save to make? 

Garand: "I like glove saves. I like making a glove save and staring a guy 
down after I make it. I've kind of done that a couple times at practice."  

Cossa: "Chest save."  

Garand: "Any save, probably (smile)." 

Cossa: "Yeah, any save (smile). Chest save. Just nice and calm and 
cool, right."  

TSN: Makes it seem simple and the guy is almost more disillusioned, the 
shooter.  

Cossa: "Yeah, they're shooting it right at me. There's nowhere to shoot."  

Brochu: "I have to go with G on this one, a nice glove save. It always 
feels the best. I like doing a nice half pad too, just gives it a little extra 
flash."  

TSN: Will you stare down the shooter? 

Brochu: "No. No, I try not to, because then I feel like it might just bite me 
back and then I end up with the guy scoring on me next shot."  

Canada's goalies on style of play, favourite save and biggest game 

During a round-table interview with TSN, Team Canada’s goalies – 
London’s Brett Brochu, Kamloops’ Dylan Garand and Edmonton’s 
Sebastian Cossa – opened up about their style of play, favourite saves to 
make, what skill they’d steal from another goalie and how they handled 
the biggest game of their life so far. 

TSN: What's the biggest game you've played in your career and what 
was that experience like?  

Brochu: "My first start in London, at home, where it was kind of like a 
must-win for me, I guess, to stay in the Ontario League. So, yeah, getting 
that win was definitely huge. I basically just went in there saying I have 
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nothing to lose even though I did have a lot to lose...I went in there with 
that mindset."  

Garand: "Definitely when I was 16. I was the back-up that year and we 
had two weeks left in the season and our No. 1 guy got injured so I had 
to play. We were seven points out of a playoff spot and we won eight of 
nine and had points in all nine to force a tiebreaker game against our 
biggest rivals, Kelowna, so there was a lot of hype going into the game. It 
was in our home rink and we had a sold-out barn and all the fans had the 
towels and stuff. It was super cool. And we ended up winning that game 
and getting to make the playoffs. So, that was definitely the biggest one 
of my career. We won like 5-1 or something. It was cool making saves 
and having so many people cheering for you."  

Cossa: "Maybe in Bantam or my first game in the WHL. Bantam, I was 
playing in the league finals and won that. That was pretty cool. But 
probably I'll echo Brett. First game in the WHL, playing against a 
Winnipeg team, they were pretty good, and went in there and tried to play 
my game and pulled out a 40-save shutout." 

TSN: What's something we don't know about you?  

Brochu: "I used to be really good at baseball. Growing up, I played a 
couple years up. That's my hidden talent. I stopped playing a while back, 
but, yeah, that and just crushing G in ping pong (smile)." 

Garand: "Yeah, right. This guy beats me the first two games and it's my 
first two games playing and he's played a bunch and won a bunch. Then 
I got warmed up and beat him the next two so we're tied 2-2. We got to 
keep going." 

Cossa: "Not the best ping-pong player, but still better than G, though. I'm 
1-0. I beat Dylan as well." 

Garand: "He beat me in a game up to one."  

Cossa: "Hey, we set the match rules and I won. That's all I can say. I'm 
1-0 against G. I'm not the best ping-pong player, but I'm better than him. I 
don't know, not much more for me. I usually say my feet, but I feel like a 
lot of people know about that now. I played football when I was kid. 
Billeted at a young age. Moved away from home at a young age. That's 
mostly it."  

Garand: "Something people don't really know is I brush my teeth in the 
shower. Some people think that's weird, but that's what I do." 

TSN: It's efficient, right?  

Garand: "Yeah, and it's more fun too, I find. You brush longer. Maybe 
Sebastian should try it. His breath's not great." 

Cossa: "Anything to take a little jab." 

TSN: I've exhausted my question list, but I want to leave the floor open 
here to Sebastian if he wants to take another run at Dylan. 

Cossa: "It's too easy. Look at his face right now! It's me, Mark, Brett and 
tomato over there. It's too easy."  

Garand chirped by Cossa, Brochu for questionable ping-pong skills 

London’s Brett Brochu, Kamloops’ Dylan Garand and Edmonton’s 
Sebastian Cossa aren’t just competing to be Team Canada’s starter at 
the World Juniors. The trio of ‘tenders are also battling it out on the ping-
pong table. During an interview with TSN, Cossa and Brochu made it 
clear they own bragging rights over Garand right now. 

--- 

Team Canada's youngest players, Kingston's Shane Wright and Regina's 
Connor Bedard, stand out for obvious reasons. They are exceptional 
talents with incredible vision. However, the way they see the game is 
different. Literally. Wright, 17, will wear a cage at the World Juniors while 
Bedard, 16, is going with a bubble. The IIHF requires under-18 players to 
wear full facial protection.  

"I wore the cage my entire life," Wright said. "It's something I've gotten 
used to. I've never worn the bubble in my life." 

Bedard wears a visor in the Western Hockey League and started in a 
cage at Canada's selection camp.  

"Just looking out of it, I don't know, it's weird when you switch from a 
visor," Bedard explained. "Even at U18s it felt a little weird so I wanted to 
go to a bubble and try it and I actually like it a lot. I like looking through it." 

The different styles have sparked a heated debate amongst teammates.  

"I've never tried the bubble, but people say it fogs," noted Winnipeg Jets 
prospect Cole Perfetti. "I don't think I could ever bring myself to put it on 
my face. I just don't love the way it looks." 

"I kind of like the bubble, not going to lie," said Everett defenceman 
Ronan Seeley. "I kind of dig it. It looks good. It looks clean, yeah." 

"The bubbles look good," agreed Edmonton defenceman Kaiden Guhle. 

Did Guhle ever wear a bubble?  

"No, I never did. I could never pull it off," the Canadiens prospect said. "I 
mean, you'd get chirped for wearing a bubble."  

"There's usually a couple more chirps," confirmed Edmonton forward 
Jake Neighbours, who wore a bubble in minor hockey. "They're a bit 
more rare. Guys will seem to attack you if you're wearing a bubble." 

Wright insists he isn't putting any heat on Bedard.  

"It's just kind of personal preference," Wright said. "I guess that's what 
Bedsy wants to do and he feels comfortable with that." 

But Bedard is facing some pressure to switch.  

"We're trying to get him to change," said Perfetti, "but I think he likes it." 

"I think it looks a little better than the cage," Bedard said with a smile. "I'm 
going to go with that." 

Better World Junior look: Wright's cage or Bedard's bubble? 

Regina Pats phenom Connor Bedard and Kingston Frontenacs captain 
Shane Wright both possess incredible vision on the ice, but how they see 
the game is different. Literally. Wright has always worn a cage. And 
Bedard did too until making a change to a bubble at Canada’s camp. 
Teammates are split over what looks best. 

Lines at Saturday's practice:  

Perfetti - Wright - Guenther  

Desnoyers - McTavish - Stankoven  

Neighbours - Greig - Sourdif  

Cuylle - Bourque - Bourgault  

                              Bedard  

Power - Zellweger  

Guhle - Cormier  

Sebrango - Lambos  

O'Rourke - Seeley  

Garand  

Cossa 

Brochu  

Absent: Johnson 

Power play units at Saturday's practice:  

QB: Power  
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Flanks: Perfetti, Bourque 

Middle: Wright 

Net front: McTavish 

QB: Zellweger 

Flanks: Guenther, Bedard 

Middle: Bourgault 

Net front: Neighbours 
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USA TODAY / Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving enter protocol; NHL, college 
basketball games postponed 

 

Scooby Axson 

 

Brooklyn Nets forward Kevin Durant has entered the NBA's health and 
safety protocols, the team announced Saturday. 

Durant joins forwards Paul Millsap, LaMarcus Aldridge, James Johnson 
and DeAndre' Bembry and guards James Harden, Bruce Brown and 
Jevon Carter in the protocols.  

Later Saturday, the team said that All-Star guard Kyrie Irving has entered 
the protocols, making him the ninth Nets player on the COVID list.  

The Nets are scheduled to play the Orlando Magic on Saturday night. 

Durant is averaging a league-leading 29.7 points to go along with 7.9 
rebounds and 5.9 assists for Brooklyn, who have won four in a row and 
have the Eastern Conference's best record at 21-8. 

To make up for the roster shortage, the team signed free agent forward 
James Ennis III and free agent guard Shaquille Harrison to 10-day 
contracts. 

SPORTS AND COVID-19:Surge leads to schedule changes in NFL, 
NBA, NHL, college basketball: What we know 

OPINION:Nets send wrong message by allowing Kyrie Irving to 
participate in road games 

STAY UP TO DATE:Subscribe to our Sports newsletter now! 

The team announced Friday that they would bring back Irving as a part-
time player on the road to address the team's COVID-19 issues. Irving, 
who is not vaccinated, has not played all season. 

Cleveland Cavaliers rookie Evan Mobley was also placed in the NBA's 
health and safety protocols on Saturday and will not play in tonight's 
game against Milwaukee Bucks, the team announced. 

More NHL games are postponed 

The NHL said Saturday that it is postponing Boston Bruins and Nashville 
Predators games through the Christmas break because of outbreaks on 
those teams. 

In addition, the Toronto Maple Leafs-Vancouver Canucks game on 
Saturday and Sunday's Maple Leafs-Seattle Kraken and Arizona 
Coyotes-Canucks games were postponed. 

Stars Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron are among Bruins players in 
protocol, and Taylor Hall and Curtis Lazar were added Saturday. 
Saturday's game against the Montreal Canadiens was already postponed 

as was a game against Colorado when the Avalanche shut down through 
the break. The newly postponed games are against the Ottawa Senators 
and Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Predators' newly postponed games against the Hurricanes and 
Winnipeg Jets. Thursday's game at Florida was already postponed when 
the Panthers were shut down through the break. 

Meanwhile, Detroit Red Wings head coach Jeff Blashill, assistant coach 
Alex Tanguay, and players Givani Smith, Carter Rowney and Alex 
Nedeljkovic were placed in quarantine after positive tests.  

NHL announces enhanced protocols 

The NHL and NHL Players' Association on Saturday announced stricter 
COVID-19 protocols a day after it shut down three teams' games through 
the Christmas break. 

The rules include a prohibition on players dining at indoor restaurants 
while on the road, locker room access limited to players and club 
traveling personnel, daily testing and team meetings being held virtually. 

It also requires mask wearing inside team facilities and during travel. The 
memo reminded teams that masks are required on team charters and 
that some charter companies had been complaining about "non-
compliance with this requirement and ask for your strict adherence to it." 

College basketball games called off 

Memphis' game against Tennessee at Nashville's Bridgestone Arena 
was called off because of two positive tests left so many players in 
contact tracing that the Tigers felt they were unable to field a team.  

Rutgers also postponed its game against Rider because of COVID-19 
issues on the Scarlet Knights. 
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