
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 20, 2021 

 

 

 

How the Hurricanes’ culture, depth prepared them for COVID-induced NHL player shortage 

By Justin Pelletier 

The Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League are 
proud affiliates of the Carolina Hurricanes, but you’ll have to 
forgive the team’s staff — and its fan base — if their heads are 
spinning at the moment. 

Their players have remained relatively healthy amid the 
COVID-19 crisis that is enveloping the rest of the professional 
hockey world, which should be a good thing. 

But the Canes have not been so lucky, with nine players 
placed in NHL Covid protocol over the past three weeks, 
including six currently sidelined. To compensate, Carolina has 
pillaged the Wolves’ roster to the tune of seven call-ups. 

In Saturday’s game against the visiting L.A. Kings, the Canes 
suited up five forwards — 5 of 12 — who started the season 
in the AHL (most of whom played in Chicago as recently as 
last week). They’d have done the same Thursday against 
Detroit had they been allowed, though the league mandated 
they play with 16 skaters before being allowed to call up 
another pair of players Saturday. 

In Saturday’s game against the visiting L.A. Kings, the Canes 
suited up five forwards — 5 of 12 — who started the season 
in the AHL (most of whom played in Chicago as recently as 
last week). They’d have done the same Thursday against 
Detroit had they been allowed, though the league mandated 
they play with 16 skaters before being allowed to call up 
another pair of players Saturday. 

Showing Their Stuff 

Before Thursday’s contest, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said that while the situation is less than ideal, there is an 
upside. 

“It’s a great opportunity for guys coming up and making their 
debuts,” Brind’Amour said. “What better opportunity are you 
going to have than the ice time you’re going to get (Thursday)? 

“It’s not ideal. I get it. But there’s no point focusing on that. It’s 
a great opportunity to show your stuff.” 

The AHL call-ups have indeed “shown their stuff.” Jack Drury, 
in his first NHL game Thursday, scored a goal and didn’t look 
at all out of place alongside Derek Stepan and fellow call-up 
Stefan Noesen. Saturday, Drury added his second NHL goal 
in as many games on a snipe from the low slot on a partial 
breakaway in the third period. 

Max Lajoie and Jalen Chatfield filled in admirably on the blue 
line when the entire right side of the Canes’ NHL defensive 
group was down with COVID (Chatfield has since been placed 
on the IR). 

And Saturday, C.J. Smith made his Canes debut. Smith and 
NHL journeyman Josh Leivo were the team’s emergency call-
ups to help fill out its decimated roster. Leivo kept the call-up 
momentum churning with an assist on Pesce’s goal. Smith 

saw limited action, but more as the game wore on after 
another injury — this time to Martin Necas. 

“To be 100 percent honest, if coming into these two games 
you would have said we’d be coming out with two victories this 
way, I would have been not surprised, but I would have said, 
‘hell, that’s big time,’” Brind’Amour said after Saturday’s game. 
“Whether it’s the process or whatever, I think guys are just 
working hard. Kudos to all the guys that came in because they 
all contributed and played hard.” 

Organizational Depth 

So, what does this mean? 

It means, at the very least, the Hurricanes are among the 
deepest organizations in the National Hockey League. That 
they can bring up so many players from the AHL and not 
appear to miss a beat at the NHL level is a testament to the 
players’ abilities, sure. But it’s also a testament to the team’s 
scouting staff, and its ability to identify, draft and otherwise 
acquire NHL-ready talent willing to pay their dues in the 
minors and be a part of a winning organization’s depth chart, 
ready to be called upon at a moment’s notice. 

Drury is the lone Canes draft pick among the latest group of 
call-ups, though he joins Seth Jarvis as a recent high draft pick 
to debut with the big club this season. 

The rest of the crew has been pieced together by the Canes’ 
brass, addressing a need that they identified last season 
during the abbreviated regular season and into the playoffs. 

In the AHL this season, Andrew Poturalski, Smith, Noesen, 
Leivo and Drury — in that order — are the top five scorers on 
the Wolves roster; Poturalski and Smith are 1-2 in the AHL in 
points. 

“Got to give management a lot of credit this offseason just 
making sure we had those guys down there, guys that could 
play and had experience,” Brind’Amour said after Thursday’s 
win. “I think that’s been huge and I think it’s good draft picks. 
Good by management again recognizing the kind of players 
we need around here.” 

The players who’ve been around the league a while have 
noticed, too. 

“In the situation we are, guys come up and play on that level, 
it’s just crazy,” Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi said 
Saturday. “That tells you about this organization and how 
good it is. We can trust those guys every night. It’s been 
great.” 

Changing the Culture 

Beyond the players’ abilities and the organization’s scouting 
prowess, though, is a culture that seeps from the top 
downward, a culture that for years in Carolina was missing, 
one that focuses on organizational excellence and winning. 
Players who have been here for years have been effusing 
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praise, most often of the locker-room embodiment of that 
culture, Brind’Amour himself. 

When team owner Tom Dundon first introduced Brind’Amour 
as the team’s new coach in May 2018, he made his objective 
very clear: 

“My philosophy is much more about culture and leadership 
and I felt like we had a sure thing,” Dundon said of 
Brind’Amour. “For sure, we had someone that does it the right 
way. If we’re going to change the culture here, we’ve got to 
have someone leading it. We know what he embodies in life 
is the culture we want for the team.” 

Three seasons later, in May 2021, star forward Sebastian Aho 
-- one of the Canes currently sidelined -- gave us all an update: 

“His impact for this organization, for the team, for the 
individuals, it’s huge the work he puts in,” Aho said in May. 
“The leadership, the whole culture is pretty much him. It’s 
been awesome having him as a coach for the past three 
years.” 

And the new guys? They’re already seeing it, too. 

“I think the culture we have in Carolina blends down into 
Chicago, and I think we bring that same work ethic that they 
do up here and try to have the same mentality, that way 
whenever someone’s number is called, they’re ready,” Drury 
said Thursday. 

Five players in Saturday night’s lineup — and seven overall — 
have heeded that call already this season. With the 
unpredictability of the current COVID-19 outbreak, not to 
mention the regular wear and tear on an NHL team injury-
wise, it’s likely we’ll see even more regular AHL skaters in 
Raleigh this season. 

No doubt those players will also be well prepared for the rigors 
of playing for Brind’Amour and the Canes against top NHL 
competition. 

The Chicago Wolves — and their fans — better get used to 
having their heads on a swivel.

 

Canes Christmas break starts now after final pre-holiday game scrapped due to COVID 

By Chip Alexander 

It’s time for the Carolina Hurricanes to rest up and, most 
importantly, get healthy. 

The Canes’ game against the Ottawa Senators in Canada on 
Thursday was officially postponed Sunday, the last of their 
games before the league’s holiday break to be called off. 
That announcement came from the league in the wake of 
another Carolina forward — Stefan Noesen — entering the 
NHL COVID-19 protocol earlier in the day. 

Noesen becomes the seventh player currently in the 
protocol, joining fowards Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Seth 
Jarvis, Andrei Svechnikov, Steven Lorentz and defenseman 
Ian Cole. 

The NHL announced later Sunday that the Canes’ game 
against the Senators had been postponed. The Canes earlier 
had a Sunday home game against the Nashville Predators 
and Tuesday road game against the Boston Bruins after 
postponed because of COVID issues with those teams. 

The NHL and NHL Players Association said Sunday that 
after meeting with medical experts, there was a joint 
commitment to continuing the 2021-22 regular season while 
taking stricter prevention and detection measures. The NHL 
and NHLPA announced that all cross-border games between 
U.S.-based teams and Canadian-based teams from Dec. 20-
23 would be postponed, including the Canes-at-Senators 
game. 

The Canes’ next scheduled game is Dec. 27 at home against 
the Florida Panthers. They now have four postponed games 
— the Dec. 14 game at Minnesota also was called for 
COVID reasons — to try and fit into their 2021-22 schedule. 

The NHL and NHLPA said there would be announcement in 
the next few days on the 2022 Beijing Olympics. With the 
disruption of the regular season and so many postponed 

games to be played, and with COVID concerns and 
quarantine requirements once in China, the NHL and NHLPA 
could decide not to participate in the Games. 

The NHL and NHLPA said moving forward the decision to 
temporarily shut down a team would be made on a case-by-
case basis. They said there would be daily monitoring of the 
number and pattern of positive COVID results, and of the 
depth of teams’ lineups “to ensure both the health and safety 
of the Players and the integrity of League competition.” 

The Canes (21-7-1) were required to play with 16 skaters 
and an 18-man roster on Thursday against the Detroit Red 
Wings, winning the game 5-3. After one game of playing 
short, Carolina was allowed to additional emergency callups 
for a full 20-man roster Saturday against the Los Angeles 
Kings, winning 5-1. 

Noesen, 28, was one of the call-ups from the Chicago 
Wolves of the American Hockey League this past week and 
one of the more experienced. He played the past two games 
as the Canes (21-7-1) took victories over the Detroit Red 
Wings and then the Los Angeles Kings at home. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after Saturday’s 5-1 win 
over the Kings that Noesen has “played really well for us.” 
Noesen had 16 minutes of ice time and had a team-high four 
hits. 

The Canes had forward Martin Necas leave Saturday’s game 
to enter the concussion protocol. It was not known after the 
game if he would be available should Thursday’s game at 
Ottawa be played as scheduled. 

The Canes have had defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce 
and Tony DeAngelo enter the protocol, quarantined and 
been cleared to return. DeAngelo scored in the win over the 
Red Wings and Pesce against the Kings.
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A brutal weekend of COVID-19 news, Paul Maurice resigns and I still can’t figure out the 
Penguins 

By Sean McIndoe 

Well, this is a mess. 

There was hockey played in the NHL this weekend, but not 
much. Certainly nowhere near as much as we were 
expecting, back in the hazy and distant past before Omicron 
completely took over the sports world (i.e. last week). 

All told, the NHL had ten games scheduled for Saturday but 
played only five, then managed just four of eight last night. 
Outbreaks across the league forced the postponement of 
everything else, with the virus landing particularly hard on the 
Flames, Bruins, Canucks, Leafs and Predators among 
others, and most teams having at least one player on the 
COVID-19 list. Mix in several cases among staff and other 
personnel, and it feels like almost every team is waiting for 
the other shoe to drop on their next game. 

We’ve also seen reductions in capacity in several Canadian 
markets, including an empty arena in Montreal on Thursday. 
That was a depressing sight, one that we all hoped we 
wouldn’t see again after last year. The league has also 
ramped up protocols to something very similar to last 
season, and postponed all cross-border games until 
Christmas. The fact that we’re back to all that, along with a 
steady stream of postponements, feels like we’re heading 
back to a place we thought we’d left behind. 

So now what? It’s not a simple question. You could just shut 
the whole thing down, and maybe that makes sense with the 
Christmas break already just a few days away. But beyond 
that, does a league-wide shutdown of a couple of weeks end 
up buying you time or just delaying the inevitable? It’s not 
like Omicron is going to be a two-week problem. And as 
much as the league will say it wants health to be a top 
priority, it’s hard to imagine the NHL closing its doors for 
months unless it feels like it has absolutely no other option. 
We’re not there yet, and yesterday the league and players 
announced that the plan for now is to push forward. The way 
this is going, check back in a few hours. 

The good news is that, at least so far, nobody seems to be 
getting all that sick. That might lead some to push for a 
different approach: Testing less instead of more, or even 
allowing asymptomatic players to play through a positive 
result if they’re able. That sound bizarre and dangerous, but 
it’s an approach we’ve heard rumblings about in the NFL and 
NBA, and it might be the only way to get through this without 
losing a massive chunk of the season. Is it worth the risk? 

Oh, and the Olympics are supposed to be in six weeks. 
That’s not much, but in terms of NHL participation, it feels 
like it might as well be forever. We’re told to expect a 
decision there in the coming days, and it’s not hard to figure 
out which direction this is headed — at this point it would be 

a shock if they still went. Just in case you were looking for 
more bad news. 

By the way, there won’t be any games next weekend. That’s 
not a doom-and-gloom prediction, thankfully, but a reminder 
that the holiday break means everyone gets three days off. 
I’ll still have a rankings column next Monday, but it will be 
based on less action than usual. Maybe a lot less. 

Until then, stay safe and look out for each other. On to this 
week’s rankings … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts. 

Man, that first section was a bummer. Here’s a bit of a feel-
good palette cleanser. 

Oh hey, speaking of Vegas… 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (20-11-0, +16 true goals 
differential*) — I think it’s time. I had the Knights in my top 
five in week one, then dropped them thanks to a slow start 
and the Oilers and Flames looking great. But with Vegas 
winning five straight and eight of nine, and the Oilers and 
Flames both eating tough losing streaks, the Pacific feels like 
the Knights’ to lose again. Yes, sure, the Ducks are there 
too, but I can’t see anyone expecting that to stay the case all 
year long. You’d have liked to have seen a more impressive 
win over the struggling Islanders, but with Jack Eichel lurking 
in the future, I think this is our team to beat. 

4. Florida Panthers (18-7-4, +18) — We’re not going to 
overreact to three straight losses, but there are some 
reasons to worry here, starting with giving up eight to a 
Senators team that hasn’t scored a ton. That came against 
Spencer Knight, but Sergei Bobrovsky hasn’t looked great 
lately either. And their mini-slump has dropped them down to 
third place in the relentless Atlantic race. We won’t see them 
again until after the break, when they’re scheduled for a 
tough matchup with the Hurricanes. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (17-8-2, +23) — The Avs continue to 
impress despite missing some big names, but we should 
probably mention another Central team here too. And no, as 
much as I’d love to turn this into yet another round of battling 
with Blues fans, I think that ground has been covered. 
Instead, let’s talk about the Predators, who have seven 
straight wins including one over Colorado. That’s a hell of a 
run from a team I wasn’t remotely sold on heading into the 
season, and leaves them right in the mix for the Central. I’m 
still not a big believer, but maybe it’s getting there. 
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2. Tampa Bay Lightning (19-6-4, +17) — They’ve won six of 
seven, and they’ve passed the Panthers for top spot in the 
Atlantic. That’s big, since it would avoid a first-round 
matchup with Florida or Toronto. Still no Nikita Kucherov or 
Brayden Point, which makes you wonder just how good this 
team can be. Oh wait, we’ve already seen it, twice in the last 
two postseasons. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-1, +33) — They’re another 
team that’s won six of seven, and the only loss came to 
Bruce Boudreau’s Canucks, who are the greatest team in 
NHL history. That Carolina stretch included wins this week 
over the Red Wings and Kings, which normally wouldn’t be 
all that impressive but was when you consider how 
shorthanded the Hurricanes were. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — I wanted to check in with 
the Penguins, who I called my most confusing and 
unpredictable team back in my preseason predictions 
because it felt like they could win the Cup or finish bottom 
five or anywhere in between. I reiterated that stance in the 
first rankings column of the season. 

So here’s the update: There is no update. I still have no idea. 

Well, I guess we can probably rule out the bottom five thing, 
or at least shift it down to feeling very unlikely. But that’s 
about it. This team was bad to start the season, winning just 
five of their first 15. Then they won five straight. Then they 
lost three straight. Now they’ve won seven straight. It’s all 
happened without Evgeni Malkin and some of it’s been 
without Sidney Crosby but it’s OK because the forwards are 
Mark Donk-ing it up as usual. Tristan Jarry is somehow good 
again, except when he isn’t. They’ve beaten the Capitals, 
Panthers, Leafs and Lightning and lost to the Sabres, 
Senators and Habs. I give up. 

Could this team win the Cup? With a healthy Crosby and 
Malkin, of course. Could they miss the playoffs? That’s 
getting less likely, but if Jarry turns back into a pumpkin then 
who knows. Are they secretly better than anyone thought? 
Josh makes a strong case here. Are you a threat to anyone 
when your leading healthy scorer is Evan Rodrigues? 
Apparently so, but maybe not. But also maybe? 

That’s it. That’s my whole take. Sorry if you’re a Pens fans 
and saw them here and thought you’d be getting some 
insight. If you know anything more than I do, I encourage you 
to share it in the comments. Otherwise, check back next 
week, when I will still have no idea what this team is. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

The weekend’s worst on-ice moment came in Dallas, where 
we saw another big hit resulting in injury. 

That’s Brett Connolly throwing the hit on Tanner Kero, who 
hadn’t touched the puck. Connolly was ejected and has been 
suspended for four games. The Stars say that Kero was alert 
and went to the hospital, which is good news, but it was 
obviously an awful moment. 

5. Buffalo Sabres (10-15-5, -23) — They’ve got points in four 
straight and even got a road shootout win over the Wild, so 
there’s a little bit of momentum. And hey, remember Alex 
Tuch? He’s a Sabre now, having come over in the Jack 
Eichel trade, but hasn’t played yet this year. He’s reportedly 
ready to go, and will debut tonight against Columbus, 
assuming the game happens. 

Meanwhile, this was fun: 

4. Seattle Kraken (10-17-3, -23) — They lost to half of the 
Oilers on Saturday, their fifth loss in the their last six after 
they’d looked feisty for a week or two in late November. The 
good news is that most of their upcoming schedule is against 
teams that are either bad or struggling or both, so if Seattle 
fans had any hope of watching quasi-meaningful hockey in 
the second half, this is the team’s chance to make it happen. 

3. Ottawa Senators (9-17-2, -21) — The Senators are doing 
that weird thing where they’re unbeatable against good 
teams but lose to all the bad ones. They played the Flyers on 
Saturday, so you do the math. 

Also, Thomas Chabot did this. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (7-21-3, -41) — They didn’t play over 
the weekend, meaning they get a little longer to enjoy 
Thursday’s win that snapped a seven-game losing streak. 
The big news this week was Jeff Petry basically holding up a 
big sign that said “We need a coaching change”, at which 
point Jeff Gorton presumably held up one that said “Shhh, 
we’re tanking”. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (6-21-2, -51) — They beat the Ducks in 
overtime on Friday in a pretty wildly entertaining game. Next 
up are the struggling Kraken, followed by a Lightning team 
that will have one eye on the holiday break. Could we be 
going streaking? 

Not ranked: Winnipeg Jets — The Paul Maurice news on 
Friday was surprising, bordering on stunning. The Jets had 
been underachieving, and there were fair questions being 
asked about the job Maurice was doing. His seat was warm. 
A traditional coaching change would have probably felt 
premature, but not incomprehensible. But a coach walking 
away on his own? That almost never happens in the NHL, 
short of some sort of scandal or personal issue. That’s not 
the case here. Maurice just saw the writing on the wall, and 
decided he’d go out on his own terms. 

It’s a unique scenario, which makes it tough to predict how 
this plays out in Winnipeg. Dave Lowry is the interim coach, 
and we’re told that will remain the case for the rest of the 
season, although you never know. The early returns weren’t 
great in Friday’s loss to the Capitals, but then again, the 
change was only a few hours old. Yesterday’s win over the 
Blues might be a better indicator. Or maybe neither is, 
because this is a weird situation unfolding in the middle of a 
league-wide COVID-19 outbreak and we’re just not going to 
learn anything meaningful about this team until things settle 
down. 

The good news in Winnipeg is that, as disappointing as the 
first two months have been, the season is hardly lost. 
They’re three points out of a playoff spot, albeit having 
played more games than the teams directly ahead of them. 
They’ve got some ground to make up, but nothing that a few 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 20, 2021 

 

good weeks couldn’t cover. It’s stringing together more than 
a game or two of good hockey that will be the challenge — 
this team has won two games in a row just once since mid-
November. But the talent is there, we think. OK, I think. I said 
this team would finish fifth overall, so I can’t exactly bail on 
them now. Not until we see if Lowry can give them a 
Boudreau bounce. 

We won’t find out anytime soon, thanks to the cross-border 
pause. That will give Lowry some time to get his system in 
place, and the Jets some time to rest up for a second-half 
run. They’ll need one, and probably some help over the 
season’s final 52 games … or however many it ends up 
being.

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ games postponed through Christmas 

Carolina is scheduled to play its next game Dec. 27 at home 
against Florida 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes played two games 
with six players in the NHL’s COVID protocol, winning both 
despite playing one game down two skaters and another with 
five call-ups from the AHL’s Chicago Wolves. 

The next time they play, they should be back to full strength. 

After the NHL shut down both the Predators and Bruins on 
Saturday, postponing Carolina’s home game Sunday against 
Nashville and Tuesday’s game in Boston, the league also 
scrapped the Hurricanes’ game Thursday in Ottawa when it 
ruled that any games that required crossing the U.S.-Canada 
border would not be played until after the Christmas break on 

Dec. 27. The Hurricanes are scheduled to host the Florida 
Panthers that day. 

A seventh Hurricanes player, Stefan Noesen, was placed in 
the protocol on Sunday. He joins Sebastian Aho and Seth 
Jarvis (Dec. 13); and Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Steven Lorentz and Ian Cole (Dec. 14). Goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder (Dec. 17) and massage therapist Mike Maresca 
(Dec. 13). Team television reporter Abby Labar also tested 
positive for COVID-19 and missed Saturday’s home 
broadcast of Carolina’s 5-1 win over the Kings. 

All of the players and staff who have tested positive have 
either had mild symptoms or been asymptomatic. 

Players and staff must quarantine 10 days, be symptom-free 
and test negative for the coronavirus before they can be 
taken out of the protocol.
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Cross-border games postponed through holiday break 

Detroit becomes sixth team to be shut down; NHL, NHLPA 
continuing Olympic discussion 

The NHL announced Sunday that cross-border games will be 
postponed through the holiday break because of COVID-19 
concerns. 

The decision was made due to the concern about cross-
border travel and "the fluid nature of federal travel 
restrictions." 

Despite the increasing number of positive test results for 
COVID-19, the NHL also announced that it would continue to 
play the 2021-22 season. 

"Although there has been a recent increase in positive 
COVID test results among players, coaches and hockey 
staff, there have been a low number of positive cases that 
have resulted in concerning symptoms or serious illness," 
the NHL said in a statement. "Therefore, the NHLPA's and 
NHL's medical experts have determined that, with virtually all 
players and club hockey staff fully vaccinated, the need to 
temporarily shut down individual teams should continue to be 
made on a case-by-case basis. The effects of recently 
introduced enhanced prevention and detection measures will 
be evaluated daily. The NHL and NHLPA, along with their 
medical experts, will be monitoring not only the number and 
pattern of positive COVID results, but also the depth of club 

lineups so as to ensure both the health and safety of the 
players and the integrity of League competition." 

On Sunday, the Detroit Red Wings and Toronto Maple Leafs 
became the sixth and seventh NHL teams to be shut down 
through the holiday break, joining the Boston Bruins, 
Nashville Predators, Calgary Flames, Colorado Avalanche 
and Florida Panthers. 

The Red Wings, whose game at the Minnesota Wild on 
Thursday was postponed as a result of the shutdown, 
currently have nine players and three members of the 
coaching staff in COVID-19 protocol. 

The Maple Leafs, whose game against the St. Louis Blues 
on Thursday had been postponed because of the concern 
surrounding cross-border travel, currently have seven 
players and two members of the coaching staff in protocol. 

Because of the amount of games that have been postponed 
this season, which is now up to 40, and the continuing 
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, the NHL and NHLPA 
are actively discussing whether players should participate in 
the 2022 Beijing Olympics.  

An announcement is expected in the coming days. 

The NHL will shut down Dec. 24-26 for Christmas.
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About Last Night: Canes’ Offense Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop 

The Carolina Hurricanes once again took down a team 
despite half of the offense being AHL call-ups.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes/Chicago Wolves hybrid seems 
unstoppable as they’ve once again put up five goals in a win, 
this time defeating the LA Kings 5-1 Saturday night at PNC 
Arena. 

Players are stepping up and embracing the bigger roles 
they’ve been handed — namely Jesper Fast, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Jack Drury — special teams are rolling, and 
Frederik Andersen is heating back up. 

And with their next two games postponed — Nashville 
Predators on Sunday and Boston Bruins on Tuesday — 
Carolina will have some more time to get players closer to 
returning.  

But let’s take a look back at last night: 

Depth Pays Off 

Coming into the season, one of the biggest praises for the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ offseason was the amount of 
organizational depth that was added. 

Last night, the Hurricanes had five players play who had 
been signed at or around league minimum during the 
offseason simply as depth pieces: Brendan Smith, Josh 
Leivo, Stefan Noesen, C.J. Smith and Andrew Poturalski.  

So despite the absence of a true taxi squad for this season, 
the Hurricanes essentially still have one and have now been 
able to navigate the early stages of a COVID outbreak 
successfully thanks to it. 

“Yeah, it’s pretty impressive,” Kotkaniemi said on the call-
ups. “In the situation we are, guys come up and play on that 
level, it’s just crazy. That tells you about this organization 
and how good it is. We can trust those guys every night. It’s 
been great.” 

And that’s on a front office that’s smart enough to know the 
importance of depth. 

The depth could now be tested again, however, after Martin 
Necas took a big hit last night and would not return due to an 
upper-body injury.  

Special Teams 

The penalty kill is good.  

So, so good. 

They haven’t allowed a power play goal against in five 
games and have now killed off their last 15 penalties in a 
row. 

The Canes are guaranteed to take about three penalties per 
game, so the penalty kill’s excellence (88.7%) has been a 
necessity for their success. 

And now the power play is also converting again, so the 
Hurricanes are enjoying the best of both worlds.  

Not just one, but two power play goals last night helped 
spearhead Carolina to the win and all while they are missing 
most of their top power play guys. 

When you win the special teams battle, you usually win the 
game. 

“That’s always a big part of the game,” said Rod Brind’Amour 
after the win. “If you don’t watch the game and you want to 
look at the score and see what happened, you look at special 
teams and whoever was the plus in that is the team that 
generally wins. Our penalty kill I thought was really good. 
The power play got a couple nice ones. Considering all the 
guys we have out on our power play, it’s actually looking 
pretty good. I might have to rethink all of that. That was a big 
part of the game.” 

As if the team hadn’t already been good enough, the fact that 
every facet is finding success is truly impressive. 

Heating Up At The Right Times 

When you are missing your top scorers, you are going to 
need some other players to step up and that’s exactly what 
Kotkaniemi and Fast have done.  

Kotkaniemi is on a three-game point streak with two goals 
and five points in that span and Fast had back-to-back multi-
point outings for the first time in his career. Amazing what a 
little more ice time and opportunity will do for you. 

Another player with an impressive outing was Andersen who 
turned aside 32 shots and — according to MoneyPuck.com 
— saved 1.64 goals above expected. 

Andersen had a slight dip in play, expected after his amazing 
October, but he has ramped up his play as of late and has 
won each of his last five starts.  

The Canes gambled on the goaltending and, so far, it has 
been one of best offseason moves.
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Hurricanes at Senators postponed 

The NHL and NHLPA have agreed to suspend cross-border 
travel through the holiday break. 

By Andrew Schnittker  

While COVID-19 continues to spread throughout the NHL 
(the Hurricanes had another player, Stefan Noesen, added to 
COVID protocol Saturday), the NHL and NHLPA have 
agreed not to pause the season for the time being.  

However, due to concerns about Canada’s travel restrictions, 
the league and PA have agreed to suspend cross-border 
travel from Dec. 20 through the league’s holiday break from 
Dec. 24 to Dec. 26.  

That means the Hurricanes’ game in Ottawa scheduled for 
Thursday will be postponed. It’s the third postponement for 
the Hurricanes this week, with Sunday’s home game against 
Nashville and Tuesday’s game in Boston postponed due to 
COVID issues for the Predators and Bruins.  

The Hurricanes’ next scheduled game is now Monday, Dec. 
27 against the Florida Panthers.  

The official statement from the league and PA follows:  

NEW YORK/TORONTO (Dec. 19, 2021) – Following several 
days of meetings with their respective medical experts amid 
increasing positive test results and rising numbers of 
postponed games, the National Hockey League (NHL) and 
National Hockey League Players’ Association (NHLPA) 
today jointly announced the following: 

i) We will continue to play the 2021-22 regular-season 
schedule. Although there has been a recent increase in 
positive COVID test results among Players, coaches and 
hockey staff, there have been a low number of positive cases 
that have resulted in concerning symptoms or serious illness. 
Therefore, the NHLPA’s and NHL’s medical experts have 
determined that, with virtually all Players and Club hockey 
staff fully vaccinated, the need to temporarily shut down 
individual teams should continue to be made on a case-by-
case basis. The effects of recently introduced enhanced 
prevention and detection measures will be evaluated daily. 
The NHL and NHLPA, along with their medical experts, will 
be monitoring not only the number and pattern of positive 
COVID results, but also the depth of Club line-ups so as to 

ensure both the health and safety of the Players and the 
integrity of League competition. 

ii) Due to the concern about cross-border travel and, given 
the fluid nature of federal travel restrictions, effective on 
Monday, all games involving a Canadian-based team playing 
a U.S.-based team from Monday, Dec. 20 through the start 
of the Holiday break on Dec. 23, will be postponed and 
rescheduled. Those additional postponements include: 

Monday, Dec. 20: 

Montreal @ NY Islanders; Anaheim @ Edmonton 

Tuesday, Dec. 21: 

St. Louis @ Ottawa; Vancouver @ San Jose 

Wednesday, Dec. 22: 

Montreal @ NY Rangers; Winnipeg @ Dallas; Edmonton @ 
Los Angeles 

Thursday, Dec. 23: 

St. Louis @ Toronto; Carolina @ Ottawa; Montreal @ New 
Jersey; Anaheim @ Vancouver; 

Edmonton @ San Jose 

(a full list of NHL postponements to date can be found on the 
League’s media site) 

iii) Given the disruption to the NHL’s regular-season 
schedule caused by recent COVID-related events – 27 
games had been postponed as of Saturday and at least 12 
more will be postponed through Dec. 23 – and the continued 
uncertainty caused by the ongoing COVID pandemic, the 
NHL and NHLPA are actively discussing the matter of NHL 
Player participation in the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, 
China, and expect to be in a position to announce a final 
determination in the coming days. 

With the number one priority of maintaining the health and 
safety of our NHL community, and amid changing and 
unpredictable conditions, we are determined to remain 
flexible and adaptable both in terms of scheduling and in 
adjusting Protocols as necessary.
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Wolves regain four players 

The Chicago Wolves announced Sunday that Jack Drury, 
Josh Leivo, Andrew Poturalski and C.J. Smith have been 
reassigned on loan from the Carolina Hurricanes (NHL). 
They were recalled on an emergency basis earlier this week. 

The 21-year-old Drury scored a goal in his NHL debut 
Thursday night against Detroit and followed it up with 
another goal Satuday night against Los Angeles. He became 
the first player in Wolves history to go from Chicago to the 
NHL and score goals in his first two games. 

Poturalski, the AHL’s leading scorer with 34 points (12G, 
22A) in 23 games, earned the first two points of his NHL 
career when he contributed an assist in the Hurricanes’ win 
over Detroit and another during their win over Los Angeles. 

Leivo earned an assist in his Carolina debut Saturday night 
while Smith, the AHL’s No. 2 scorer with 28 points (10G, 
18A), also made his Hurricanes debut Saturday. 

Drury, Poturalski, Leivo and Smith rejoin a Wolves squad 
that has won 12 games in a row to tie the franchise record 
set by the 1999-2000 Turner Cup champions. The Central 
Division leaders will shoot for sole possession of the record 
when they visit the Cleveland Monsters at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena on Saturday, Jan. 1, to 
face the Rockford IceHogs in the Chicago New Year’s 
Classic, presented by Planet Fitness. The first 5,000 fans will 
receive a Wolves Rally Towel courtesy of Planet Fitness. To 
find the best ticket deals, contact a Wolves representative 
here or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.

 

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256711497.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256719937.html 

https://theathletic.com/3026209/2021/12/20/a-brutal-weekend-of-covid-19-news-paul-maurice-resigns-and-i-still-cant-figure-out-the-penguins/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/hurricanes-games-postponed-through-christmas/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-cross-border-games-postponed/c-329159514 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/19/22844933/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-offense-cant-stop-wont-stop 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/19/22845501/hurricanes-at-senators-postponed-nhl-nhlpa-canada 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/19/wolves-regain-three-players/ 
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Canes Christmas break starts now after final pre-holiday game scrapped 
due to COVID 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED DECEMBER 19, 2021 6:10 PM 

 

It’s time for the Carolina Hurricanes to rest up and, most importantly, get 
healthy. 

The Canes’ game against the Ottawa Senators in Canada on Thursday 
was officially postponed Sunday, the last of their games before the 
league’s holiday break to be called off. That announcement came from 
the league in the wake of another Carolina forward — Stefan Noesen — 
entering the NHL COVID-19 protocol earlier in the day. 

Noesen becomes the seventh player currently in the protocol, joining 
fowards Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Steven Lorentz and defenseman Ian Cole. 

The NHL announced later Sunday that the Canes’ game against the 
Senators had been postponed. The Canes earlier had a Sunday home 
game against the Nashville Predators and Tuesday road game against 
the Boston Bruins after postponed because of COVID issues with those 
teams. 

The NHL and NHL Players Association said Sunday that after meeting 
with medical experts, there was a joint commitment to continuing the 
2021-22 regular season while taking stricter prevention and detection 
measures. The NHL and NHLPA announced that all cross-border games 
between U.S.-based teams and Canadian-based teams from Dec. 20-23 
would be postponed, including the Canes-at-Senators game. 

The Canes’ next scheduled game is Dec. 27 at home against the Florida 
Panthers. They now have four postponed games — the Dec. 14 game at 
Minnesota also was called for COVID reasons — to try and fit into their 
2021-22 schedule. 

The NHL and NHLPA said moving forward the decision to temporarily 
shut down a team would be made on a case-by-case basis. They said 
there would be daily monitoring of the number and pattern of positive 
COVID results, and of the depth of teams’ lineups “to ensure both the 
health and safety of the Players and the integrity of League competition.” 

The Canes (21-7-1) were required to play with 16 skaters and an 18-man 
roster on Thursday against the Detroit Red Wings, winning the game 5-3. 
After one game of playing short, Carolina was allowed to additional 
emergency callups for a full 20-man roster Saturday against the Los 
Angeles Kings, winning 5-1. 

Noesen, 28, was one of the call-ups from the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League this past week and one of the more 
experienced. He played the past two games as the Canes (21-7-1) took 

victories over the Detroit Red Wings and then the Los Angeles Kings at 
home. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after Saturday’s 5-1 win over the 
Kings that Noesen has “played really well for us.” Noesen had 16 
minutes of ice time and had a team-high four hits. 

The Canes had forward Martin Necas leave Saturday’s game to enter the 
concussion protocol. It was not known after the game if he would be 
available should Thursday’s game at Ottawa be played as scheduled. 

The Canes have had defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo enter the protocol, quarantined and been cleared to return. 
DeAngelo scored in the win over the Red Wings and Pesce against the 
Kings. 
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Colby Guy: Covid should force NHL players out of Olympics 

 

Published 20 hours ago on December 19, 2021 

By Colby Guy 

5-6 minutes 12/19/2021 

 

The NHL now has five teams, including the Florida Panthers, who have 
seen their NHL seasons put on hold due to Covid running wild through 
the league. 

The NHL seems to realize Covid is very much a problem although it has 
not done enough. 

The five teams — Florida, Colorado, Boston, Nashville and Calgary — 
who have been shut down are not the only ones dealing with Covid 
issues. 

Toronto, Detroit, Carolina, Vancouver and Edmonton Oilers all have 
multiple players on Covid lists. 

In November, the New York Islanders notably played four games with 
almost half their lineup missing before the NHL finally postponed two of 
their games on Nov. 27. 

The Islanders lost all four of those games in regulation. 

The Panthers are paused, but we’re not! 

Subscribe to FHN today for the most in-depth, daily coverage of the 
Florida Panthers anywhere! 

The Predators also played two games while missing as many as eight 
players and their entire NHL coaching staff due to Covid protocols. 
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Nashville, somehow, fared a lot better than New York did, winning both 
games they played in limbo. 

While the NHL has gotten better at avoiding situations like the Islanders 
and the Predators went through — the Panthers only played one game 
shorthanded before their games were postponed — the league definitely 
needs to look at the bigger picture. 

There is a three-week break in the schedule this season as the NHL is 
preparing to send its players to the 2022 Winter Olympics in China come 
February. 

The league does not want them to go, never really did. 

The players, through the NHLPA, have said they want to represent their 
respective countries on the world’s biggest stage. 

Yet this newest burst of Covid-related issues have quite a few of them 
thinking about it with fresh eyes. 

Last week, Olympic organizers announced that athletes who test positive 
for Covid while in China for the Games will be required to quarantine for 
three to five weeks — not at home but in Beijing — before being allowed 
to leave. 

This means a player could miss anywhere from 10-15 NHL games if they 
happened to contract the virus during the latter half of the Olympics. 

With so many players testing positive these days, yeah, some are 
wondering whether it is the wise choice to go this time around. 

”I think all the players are thinking about that,” Jonathan Huberdeau said 
before the Panthers took the ice on Thursday night. 

“You don’t want to be stuck in China. It’s something we have to talk 
about. But right now, it’s not my preoccupation.” 

Edmonton Oilers captain and face of the league Connor McDavid also 
chimed in on the situation. 

He is one of three players already named to Team Canada’s Olympic 
roster. 

“There hasn’t been a ton of information come out, and then there’s that 
three-to-five week (quarantine) thing,” McDavid said. “It’s kind of been 
floating around. Obviously, it’s unsettling if that were to be the case when 
you go over there.” 

Simply put, a player missing three to five weeks of the NHL season could 
catastrophically affect the way a team’s season goes. 

Especially if it’s a player of McDavid’s caliber. 

The NHL should have said no to sending their players to the Olympics 
from the moment they heard about the quarantine rule. 

Past the competitive balance aspect of it, their player will have to 
quarantine in an area unknown to them in a place that is a 24-hour flight 
away for nearly, if not, an entire month. 

The human aspect of it is simple. It is something that would take a 
serious toll on the player, so it should not happen. 

From the money aspect of it, there is also no sense taking the risk. 

The IIHF runs the Olympics, not the NHL, so they would not profit off of it 
and the player who gets quarantined would not be receiving their game 
checks for any of the games they miss. 

It is what is best for player safety at this point in time. 

Looking at the NHL’s current situation at the moment, the league should 
take a break until New Year’s as a start. Then, if players are out of the 
Olympics, try to use that three week break to reschedule games. 

With 13 different franchises all having at least one positive test, there is 
little doubt that nearly every team in the league has been exposed to the 
virus recently. 

Giving the players a two-week break to reset away from the rink to limit 
the spread could do wonders for limiting the number of cases the league 
has, and in turn, limit the number of games that are postponed going 
forward. 

Not to mention, this time of year is an opportune time to allow players to 
spend time with their families during the holidays. 
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Canadiens' Gallagher says COVID-19 hit him hard 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

Dec 19, 2021  

 

Brendan Gallagher has recovered from COVID-19, but his return to the 
Canadiens’ lineup has now been delayed because of the pandemic. 

The NHL and NHLPA announced Sunday afternoon that the Canadiens’ 
three remaining games before the Christmas break in the schedule have 
been postponed as have all other games involving a Canadian-based 
team playing a U.S.-based team through Dec. 23 because of COVID-19 
concerns. The Canadiens were scheduled to play the Islanders Monday 
in New York, the Rangers Wednesday in New York and the Devils 
Thursday in New Jersey. 

Gallagher was placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list on Dec. 2, 
along with teammate Sami Niku. Gallagher and Niku rejoined their 
teammates after spending 10 days in quarantine and they were both on 
the ice for practice Sunday morning at the Bell Sports Complex in 
Brossard. 

More than 140 NHL players have been placed on the protocol list this 
season and Gallagher believes most of them were probably 
asymptomatic. 

Not him. 

“I honestly have no idea how I ended up getting it,” Gallagher said. “It 
was tough news for me because at the time I felt fine, but it was good 
that they did the testing because they caught it before I was able to 
spread it to anyone else. Me and Sami did our little quarantine there and 
on we go. 

“I wasn’t able to do anything for the 10 days,” Gallagher added about his 
quarantine. “First couple of days, I had some pretty tough symptoms. It 
got me hard. So it was kind of just laying there fighting it. But after two 
days, I was good and then it was eight days of me with my thoughts and 
a little bit of boredom in the house. So I did some cleaning, played a lot of 
video games, watched a lot of movies, made a lot of phone calls and 
checked in on the guys quite a bit. So it was good to be out, it’s good to 
be back around the team.” 

On Saturday, the Canadiens’ Artturi Lehkonen was added to the COVID-
19 protocol list and teammate Laurent Dauphin joined him on Sunday. 

When asked if the NHL should pause the season, Gallagher said: “We’re 
having those conversations, for sure. I understand the NHL’s standpoint. 
We got to get an 82-game season in. We have to. We knew that we were 
going to have to deal with this and this was a potential and a possibility. 
There are some points in the schedule where we’re going to be able to 
make up games, so that’s possible. You don’t want to be playing in front 
of empty buildings as well like we had to do last game. If you can move 
those games to a chance where you’re going to be able to have a full 
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building and if the answer is take a couple of weeks off in order to be 
able to continue to play … but we don’t want to shut it down completely. 

“We want to work,” Gallagher added. “Everyone wants to feel that 
purpose and to feel that opportunity to go earn your paycheque every 
day. The rest of the world is feeling the same thing. So we’re doing 
everything that we can to work through this.“ 
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Stu Cowan: Montreal business makes mark at new Islanders arena 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

Dec 19, 2021  

 

The Canadiens wouldn’t have been the only ones representing Montreal 
Monday night at the New York Islanders’ new UBS Arena if the game 
hadn’t been postponed Sunday by the NHL because of COVID-19 
concerns. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

UBS Arena, which is located at Belmont Park in Elmont, N.Y., opened on 
Nov. 19 and cost US$1.1 billion to build. Delmar International, Inc., which 
was established as a Canadian customs broker in Montreal in 1965, is 
one of the companies that purchased an on-ice ad for every Islanders 
game. The cost for the Montreal-based company, which now has offices 
in 15 countries, was likely in the seven-figure range. 

“Our company received a lot of visibility from our association with the 
Canadiens over the years,” Robert Cutler, the CEO of Delmar 
International, said in a statement announcing the advertising deal with 
the Islanders. “This is our home base, where we were established more 
than 55 years ago. We are well-known in Montreal and in the Canadian 
market in general. Our company’s performance in the United States has 
been outstanding, so this was a prudent move.” 

Frank Bello, a former U.S. Marine who has been the president of 
Delmar’s operations in the U.S. since 2015, is an Islanders fan and a 
season-ticket holder. 

Delmar’s connection to Montreal and hockey is a strong one. Former 
Canadien Mathieu Darche — now considered a leading candidate to 
become the team’s next general manager — was vice-president of sales 
and marketing at Delmar for seven years before becoming director of 
hockey operations with the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2019. 

The man who replaced Darche in his vice-president role at Delmar is 
Frederick Corey, the son of former Canadiens team president Ronald 
Corey. 

“We felt New York being New York, it’s great visibility for our brand,” 
Corey said about the on-ice ad at the Islanders’ new arena. “We’re doing 
very well down there, but the brand is not as mature as it is up here in 
Canada. It was a nice opportunity for us. 

“We’ve seen the success we’ve had in Montreal supporting the 
Canadiens over the years, which has included rink advertisement and 
board advertisements and so on,” Corey added. “That’s always been a 
good investment for us up here, so we’re going to see how it translates 
down there.” 

Corey got an up-close look at how hockey and business relate during the 
17 years his father was president of the Canadiens, starting in 1982. The 
Canadiens won two Stanley Cups with Corey as president, in 1986 and 

1993, and also moved into the Molson Centre (now the Bell Centre) in 
1996. Corey was also the one who decided to fire head coach Jacques 
Demers and GM Serge Savard after a 0-4-0 start to the 1995-96 season, 
replacing them with Mario Tremblay and Réjean Houle. That led to the 
feud between Patrick Roy and Tremblay two months later when the star 
goalie was left in net for nine goals in an 11-1 loss to the Detroit Red 
Wings at the Forum. After finally getting pulled, Roy walked over to Corey 
sitting behind the Canadiens bench and told him he had played his last 
game with the team. Four days later, Roy was traded to the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

“I learned many lessons from him,” the younger Corey said about his 
father. “Business-wise, when he left the Canadiens, I was probably about 
22, 23 years old. When we were talking about the team we were talking 
more about hockey operations than the business of the Bell Centre, or 
Molson Centre. What he taught me in business that I still apply today is 
how considerate he was with his colleagues and his employees. It’s 
probably one of the greatest lessons I witnessed from him is how he 
always had time for everyone. He still behaves that way today.” 

Ronald Corey turned 83 on Dec. 13, but his son said he is in great 
shape, works out every day and “still plays too much golf, according to 
my mom,” he added with a laugh. 

What was it like growing up as the son of the Canadiens president? 

“It was fantastic because I was a big hockey fan,” Corey said. “The 
access to players, to the team in general, being able to attend the 
majority of the games was incredible. One of my first memories I have of 
my dad being president was the ’84 playoff run that ended against the 
Islanders when Steve Penney was having an incredible playoff and took 
us to the conference final. I remember travelling with the team to New 
York to the old Nassau Coliseum. That’s truly one of the oldest memories 
I have … one of the many great things that came with being the son of 
Ronald Corey and being able to witness some of these events. 

“In terms of business, growing up with him in that position and spending 
so much time around the Canadiens and sports teams and venues and 
so on, I’m definitely a believer that in terms of these marketing and 
advertising efforts they go a long way,” Corey added. “We’ve witnessed it 
here, so I’m sure it will be as successful down in New York.” 
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Blue Jackets cancel practice after Jenner, Roslovic, Carlsson test 
positive for COVID-19 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Columbus Blue Jackets center Boone Jenner (38) waits for the puck drop 
during a face-off during the third period of the NHL game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio Oct. 23.  

The NHL’s COVID-19 outbreak caught up to the Blue Jackets on 
Sunday.  

After three players tested positive, a noon practice at the OhioHealth Ice 
Haus was canceled and the team remained in Columbus rather than 
flying to Buffalo for a Monday game against the Sabres. The game has 
not been canceled and the Blue Jackets plan to travel to Buffalo Monday 
following a morning skate at Nationwide Arena.  

The players who tested positive are captain Boone Jenner, center Jack 
Roslovic and defenseman Gabriel Carlsson. All three played in the first 
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three games of a road trip that began Dec. 10 in Seattle with a practice 
day prior to playing the Kraken at Climate Pledge Arena.  

All three opponents dressed players against Columbus who later were 
discovered to have positive test results, including Kraken defenseman 
Jamie Oleksiak, three Vancouver Canucks and three Edmonton Oilers. 
Seattle had two players plus an assistant coach placed on the league’s 
protocols list prior to the game against the Blue Jackets, while Oleksiak 
wasn’t placed in COVID protocol until Saturday — a full week afterward.  

NHL and COVID: Bruins, Predators make 5 NHL teams shut down past 
Christmas 

Vancouver’s Tucker Poolman played in the first period Tuesday against 
Columbus before being pulled shortly before the first intermission. 
Canucks assistant Jason King was placed on the protocol list 
Wednesday, forward Tyler Motte was added Friday and defenseman 
Tyler Myers on Saturday.  

Edmonton’s Duncan Keith and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins were added Friday 
and Jesse Puljujarvi was added Saturday, all three within a day or two of 
helping the Oilers down the Blue Jackets 5-2.  

The league’s outbreak stretches back to the first week of December, but 
the majority of cases have cropped up in the past week. As of Sunday, 
the NHL had postponed 20 games, including one Saturday in Calgary 
between the Blue Jackets and Flames.  

The postponements have affected 23 of the league’s 32 teams, and 20 
teams now have at least one player or staff member on the protocols list. 
The Flames are the hardest hit thus far, sending 19 players, three 
coaches and 10 staff members to the list in the past week. The Nashville 
Predators aren’t far behind with eight players and five coaches in 
protocol.  

The Oilers have five players plus coach Dave Tippett on the list. The 
Canucks have six players plus King in protocols. The Kraken are missing 
four players plus assistant coach Jay Leach.  

Buffalo doesn’t have any players out, while the Blue Jackets became the 
20th team added to the league’s protocols list Sunday. There is a 
possibility their list could grow prior to the game Monday.  

According to reports, the NHL hesitant to mandate a leaguewide 
shutdown prior to an upcoming break for Christmas. That could be a fluid 
situation as affected numbers pile up. 
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Must Blue Jackets wait for Patrik Laine's return to revive power play? 

 

Bailey Johnson 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen compared Patrik Laine's shot to Alex 
Ovechkin's. 

In the nine games he played for the Blue Jackets this fall before suffering 
an oblique injury, Patrik Laine didn't score a power-play goal.  

In all but one of his five seasons in the NHL prior to this year, Laine has 
led his team in power-play goals, including his rookie season with the 
Winnipeg Jets in 2016-17. When he spots up from the left circle, his one-
timer is powerful — the kind of shot that Jackets coach Brad Larsen 
compared to Alex Ovechkin, who is widely considered one of the best 
shooters in the league. 

But though Laine hasn't yet scored on the power play this season, he 
was instrumental to the unit's success before his injury. His shot has to 
be respected by opposing penalty killers, which opens up passing and 
shooting lanes for the other four skaters. 

It is unknown when Laine will return. Before he got hurt on Nov. 3, the 
Jackets scored six power-play goals in nine games, all of them by the top 
unit with Laine, Zach Werenski, Jakub Voracek, Oliver Bjorkstrand and 
Boone Jenner. Since then, they've scored just seven power-play goals in 
19 games and have a conversion rate of just 15.2% — nearly 10% below 
the 25% success rate they had with Laine. 

After a strong start to the season, the Jackets' power play is now at 
18.6% on the year,  which ranks 17th in the NHL. Some of that 
regression would likely have happened anyway, but the loss of Laine has 
played a large role.  

"Would Washington miss Ovechkin? It’s that type of shot," Larsen said. 
"It’s a one-and-done shooter that of course you miss." 

The Jackets initially looked to Cole Sillinger to replace Laine on the left 
side. But unlike Laine, who shoots right-handed, Sillinger shoots left, 
which put him on his strong side, rather than his one-timer side. While 
Sillinger has a strong shot, part of Laine's efficacy is that he's a threat 
with the one-timer.  

After the new unit produced just two goals in five games, Yegor 
Chinakhov — also a left-handed shooter — took a turn in Laine's spot, 
but it didn't take long for Columbus to again look for other options. 

Against Winnipeg on Nov. 24, the Jackets moved defenseman Adam 
Boqvist into the role. The modern power-play trend is to have four 
forwards and one defenseman on a unit, but as a right-handed shooter 
and a mobile skater, Boqvist presented an interesting option on the left 
half-wall.  

It was immediately effective. The Jackets scored one power-play goal on 
three chances in that game, and the mobility Boqvist added helped open 
things up and create options. 

"You can’t replace Patty with how he shoots the puck," Werenski said. 
"No one can go in there and be Patrik Laine. But for us to have Boqvist 
there and (Voracek), we talked about having a lot of switching and 
moving up top. ... We were kind of all over the place, and I think as a 
penalty kill it’s hard to defend that way." 

But after scoring four goals on 15 chances in eight games with Boqvist 
on the top unit, Boqvist suffered an injury and hasn't played since Dec. 9, 
when he left the game in the second period. The last time the Jackets 
scored a power-play goal was one game before that, on Dec. 7 in 
Toronto. 

They went 0 for 2 on Dec. 9 against Anaheim, 0 for 2 on Dec. 11 against 
Seattle, 0 for 1 on Tuesday against Vancouver and 0 for 3 on Thursday 
against Edmonton. Four games is the longest Columbus has gone 
without a power-play goal this season.  

Gregory Hofmann took a turn on the left half-wall in Seattle, and in 
Vancouver Bjorkstrand moved from his usual spot in the middle to the left 
side, which had the potential to be effective as Bjorkstrand is a right-hand 
shot.   

"Guys have filled in (for Laine) and they’ve tried to do the job and done it 
fairly well here," Larsen said before Tuesday's game. "Not always pretty, 
but we only seem to get one or two (power plays) a night, so we just try 
and make use of what we get." 

With only one opportunity against the Canucks, the unit didn't have many 
chances to test its effectiveness, so Larsen kept them together early 
against the Oilers. But by the second power-play chance of that game, 
Bjorkstrand was back in the middle, and Chinakhov had come back in on 
the left side as the Jackets once again sought an answer to their power-
play woes. 

And the answer may be coming soon. 
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Laine joined the team for practice in Vancouver on Monday and is 
progressing in his return. For a team that's gone 2-7-1 in its past 10 
games and has just three power-play goals in its last 19 chances, his 
return can't come soon enough. 
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Blue Jackets Sunday Gathering: Sabres’ Jason Christie’s history in 
Columbus, questions loom with COVID-19 surge 

 

By Aaron Portzline  

Dec 19, 2021 

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A collection of notes, insights, ruminations, and 
did-you-knows gathered throughout the week that was for the Blue 
Jackets: 

Item #1: “Smurf” returns 

In the earliest days of the Blue Jackets’ franchise, Tyler Wright became a 
crowd favorite in Nationwide Arena. Wright was an undersized forward 
with an oversized heart and work ethic, and his passion for off-ice 
charities won him a legion of fans. 

But Wright was not the first hockey celebrity in Columbus. 

Almost a decade earlier, the Columbus Chill took the city by storm as a 
member of the East Coast Hockey League, playing fight-filled games 
before sold-out, beer-fueled crowds at the Fairgrounds Coliseum. 

One player quickly became a big deal: Jason “Smurf” Christie. 

“You say celebrity, but I would say ‘rock star,'” former Chill player and 
coach Don Granato said. 

“I always tell people this story. When the Chill traded Jason Christie 
(1993), they broke into afternoon programming on TV — the soap operas 
— to announce the trade in Columbus. They felt it was that significant.” 

We take this stroll down memory lane because fans may wonder what 
happened to Christie some 30 years later, and because he’s returning to 
town later this week as a member of the Buffalo Sabres’ coaching staff. 

It’s an incredible story, actually. 

Christie spent four seasons (1986-90) with the Saskatoon Blades of the 
Western Hockey League. His coach the final season was Terry 
Ruskowski, who left the WHL after one season to coach the new 
Columbus franchise in the ECHL. 

The first player signed by the Chill was Christie, who was never drafted 
because of his size (5-foot-7, 180 pounds) but left a big impression on 
Ruskowski. Christie, from Gibbons, Alberta (pop. 3,000) laughs now that 
he had no idea what awaited him in Columbus. 

“I was from Western Canada, so I was Western Hockey League all the 
way,” Christie said. “So when I flew in there (October, 1991) and saw 
(the) campus — the pilot took us over the Horseshoe during an Ohio 
State football game — I just couldn’t believe it. 

“My first phone call home was a collect call, and my parents took it. I was 
like, ‘Holy smokes, you should see all the people at the football game!’ It 
was unreal.” 

Two months into the first season, the Chill became one of the hottest 
tickets in town, beginning a sellout streak that set pro hockey records for 

the minor leagues. The club’s marketing and promotion, the brainchild of 
GM David Paitson, drew acclaim from all over the sporting world. 

“We’d be in the dressing room during intermission, listening to the crowd 
go wild, wondering ‘What the hell is going on out there?'” Christie said. 

It was all captured wonderfully in the book “Chill Factor: How a minor-
league hockey team changed a city forever.” 

Christie was the embodiment of the Chill: Undersized. Fearless. 
Relentless. He’d score goals and fight. He’d agitate and annoy. The 
crowd ate it up, and his personality led to a regular radio gig on Friday 
mornings at the most popular station in town, WNCI. 

“The sports celebs in Columbus were OSU football players back then,” 
said Chill public relations director Brent Maurer. “It was Robert Smith and 
the Buckeyes. 

“All of a sudden, here comes this alternate sport, and Smurf was such a 
magnetic personality. He never said no to a PR opportunity. He was that 
perfect face for the franchise.” 

In his first season with the Chill, Christie had 28-56-84 to go with 218 
penalty minutes in only 61 games. He was young, single and adorned 
with a Smurf tattoo on his chest. The party never stopped. 

“It was unreal, all of it,” Christie said. “Columbus was a hidden city. The 
fan support was unbelievable. For a 21-year-old kid coming from farm 
country, it was a pretty big deal to me.” 

This is where the story takes a “Behind The Music” type of turn. 

Christie walked out of Chill training camp along with four other players in 
a contract dispute in 1994, leading to an ugly divorce with the franchise. 

But five years later, when it was known that the arrival of the Blue 
Jackets in 2000 would lead to the demise of the Chill, Christie was 
brought back to town as a player-coach for the swan song season. He 
scored the game-winning goal in the regular-season finale. 

“I talked (with Jason) a couple of weeks ago about this,” Granato said. “If 
there was one year you’d like to redo just for the fun of it, we both said 
we might pick one of those years in Columbus. It was just spectacular.” 

Christie’s coaching career started two years later. With the exception of 
two seasons (2008-10) — he was an AHL assistant in Chicago — 
Christie was a head coach in the ECHL from 2000-2021. He’s worked 
benches from Peoria to Utah, Ontario, Calif. to Tulsa and, most recently, 
in Jacksonville. 

Along the way, he became the winningest coach in ECHL history, totaling 
667 wins. 

Last summer, when Granato was given the full-time job with the Sabres, 
he had Christie’s name in mind immediately to join his staff. It would be a 
phone call as a coach that never came as a player — a call-up to the 
NHL. 

Granato had Christie on his staff as a player-coach in Columbus and 
Peoria. He also had him on staff those two seasons in Chicago (AHL). 
But this was different. 

“That was a very enjoyable phone call,” Granato said. “We’d stayed close 
over the years. We were teammates before I even coached, and we were 
incredibly close then. 

“He should have had, in my opinion, a great opportunity through his 
coaching career. So to be in that position, to offer him a job here … I was 
very excited for that. I was excited to do that way before he even knew I 
was excited.” 

Granato and Christie return to Columbus this week, along with another 
Sabres assistant coach, Marty Wilford, who also played for the Chill. 
Barring a COVID-19 interruption, the Blue Jackets play in Buffalo on 
Monday, then host the Sabres here on Thursday.  
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The most ardent Chill fans are planning a pregame gathering at Brother’s 
before Thursday’s game to celebrate. 

“I was knocking on the door (as a player) in the American League, trying 
to get (to the NHL),” Christie said. “When Grats called … that was good. 
How he coaches and works each day, his philosophy on the game is 
unreal, and it’s still developing in the young players we have. 

“Grats and I have always talked about Columbus being such a good city. 
The people are so nice. They’re welcoming, stuff like that. It’s been 30 
years, and we still talk about it, about how well the Blue Jackets fans are 
doing.” 

Item #2: A matter of time 

The Blue Jackets placed three players in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols 
on Sunday: forwards Boone Jenner and Jack Roslovic, and defenseman 
Gabriel Carlsson. It shouldn’t come as a surprise. 

On each stop of their recent road trip, the Blue Jackets played against 
opponents who would later be diagnosed as positive: Seattle’s Jamie 
Oleksiak, Vancouver’s Tyler Motte, Tyler Myers and Tucker Poolman, 
and Edmonton’s Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Jesse Puljujarvi and Duncan 
Keith. 

This has become a tangled mess for the league. 

Poolman was pulled from the game in Vancouver late in the first period 
when a positive test result was returned after the game had started. 
Colorado’s Jack Johnson was cleared to enter a recent game after it had 
already started. 

The good news is that most players across the league are said to be 
having mild symptoms or no symptoms at all. 

The only player in the NHL who isn’t vaccinated is Detroit’s Tyler 
Bertuzzi, though it’s unclear how many players have had booster shots. 
Early studies suggest that booster shots are the most effective way to 
minimize symptoms, especially with the Omicron variant. 

The Blue Jackets canceled practice on Sunday, their third consecutive 
day off the ice. That’s almost unprecedented during the season. They’re 
hoping to practice on Sunday and fly to Buffalo for a game that night 
against the Sabres. much like a preseason game. 

3. Snacks 

• As you try to make sense of the ever-changing landscape ahead of the 
NHL — how to handle the latest COVID-19 surge, how to make up these 
postponed games, whether or not to go to the Olympics — hasn’t an 
answer become abundantly clear? It sure feels as if both players and the 
league know that sending players to Beijing at the exact time Omicron is 
expected to spike in North America is an awful idea, but neither side 
wants to be the one to pull the plug. NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
has repeatedly said it will be the players’ decision, but this feels like a 
parent waiting for their child to make the right choice, standing ready to 
swoop in if they don’t. At last check, the NHL has postponed 41 games, 
but there are certainly more to follow. Those three-plus weeks in 
February could come in very handy for the league to play catch-up before 
the two-month stretch drive to the end of the season. 

• This is already messy. It could get messier, especially if some players 
decide to go to the Olympics — perhaps against the league’s wishes — 
while others stay behind. Blue Jackets veteran forward Jake Voracek, 
who would be playing in his second Olympics with the Czech Republic, 
voiced a vote for unity last week before the Jackets played in Vancouver. 
“Hopefully, it’s going to be one decision as a whole, either we (NHL 
players) go or we don’t,” Voracek said. “I don’t think (the league) putting 
that much pressure on the players about going there should be the way 
to go, but we’ll see what’s going to happen. We’ve had some games 
postponed, a lot of players are going down with COVID … just weird 
times. I’m not a big fan of this situation as a whole.” On Voracek’s last 
point, we can all agree. 

• With Jenner and Roslovic out of the lineup for Monday’s game, the Blue 
Jackets will be seriously thin at center. Justin Danforth has dressed on 
the wing lately, but he can play there. Other candidates: Alexandre 
Texier, Max Domi or a recalled Kevin Stenlund from AHL Cleveland. 

• As it stands today, the Blue Jackets will need to return to Calgary at 
some point this season to play Saturday’s suspended game. This could 
get tricky because the Jackets leave the Eastern Time  Zone for only two 
trips in the new year: at Winnipeg and Minnesota (March 25-26) and at 
Los Angeles, Anaheim, and San Jose (April 16-19). The more likely of 
the two would be playing in Calgary on April 20, a not-easy back-to-back 
at the Sharks and Flames. The Blue Jackets have an open week in early 
March — no games from March 8-10 — but Calgary would need to move 
games around to make that work. 

• Blue Jackets top prospect Kent Johnson was able to join Team Canada 
on Wednesday before a two-day quarantine ahead of the IIHF World 
Junior Championship in Alberta. Johnson had been sick for the better 
part of two weeks, sitting out one game at Michigan and delaying his 
arrival at camp. Early indications are that Johnson will play left wing for 
Team Canada, just as he has in his first two seasons at Michigan. The 
Blue Jackets, who drafted him No. 5 overall last summer, have said they 
envision him playing center in the NHL. 

• Another Blue Jackets prospect had a rough week. Last Sunday, Dmitry 
Voronkov, playing for Kazan Ak-Bars in the KHL, took a huge hit from 
Salavat Yulaev’s Pyotr Khokhryakov. Khokhryakov’s shoulder blow to 
Voronkov’s head may have knocked him out, but as much damage was 
done when Voronkov twisted and fell face-first on the ice. He was 
stretchered off and taken to a local hospital for observation, then 
released the next morning. Voronkov, expected to join Columbus for the 
2023-24 season, issued a statement through his club. Translated to 
English, it read: “Thank you all for your support. Now I feel fine. I was 
released from the hospital. I will be recovering under the supervision of 
doctors with the club. I can’t see with my left eye yet, but I hope to return 
to the ice as soon as possible.” Khokhryakov was suspended for five 
games. 

• There’s an old saw that coaches are hired to be fired, but Paul Maurice 
took the very rare step this week of stepping down as coach in Winnipeg 
after determining that Jets players “need a new voice.” Maurice had been 
on the job in Manitoba for parts of nine seasons, making the playoffs five 
times, including in the last four seasons. The last time Maurice was 
between jobs was after he’d spent the 2012-13 season coaching in the 
KHL (Magnitogorsk Metallurg). He didn’t catch on with an NHL team until 
the Jets hired him midway through the following season. So where did he 
spend the in-between months? Living in suburban Columbus, which kept 
him close to family in Toronto and close to great golf courses (a passion). 
He bought a home previously owned by former Blue Jackets center 
Andrew Cassels and his wife on the eastern edge of Union County in 
Dublin. 

• Two questions in the wake of Maurice’s resignation in Winnipeg: Would 
Blue Jackets associate coach Pascal Vincent have been given the post if 
he’d stayed with the Jets last summer instead of joining Brad Larsen’s 
staff in Columbus? And, would there be anything more delicious than 
ESPN’s John Tortorella taking the Jets job and being reunited with center 
Pierre-Luc Dubois? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Brendan Gallagher was hit 'hard' by COVID-19 

 

Jonathan Brazeau@JonathanBrazeau 

December 19, 2021, 2:59 PM 
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Brendan Gallagher said he feels great and energized after clearing 
COVID-19 protocols and rejoining the Montreal Canadiens. 

Gallagher, who missed the past seven games while dealing with the 
virus, spoke with the media Sunday after returning to practice for the first 
time since he was placed in quarantine Dec. 2. 

Gallagher, 29, detailed his experience with COVID-19 and in isolation, 
saying he wasn't able to do anything for 10 days. 

"The first couple days, I had some pretty tough symptoms," Gallagher 
said. "It got me hard, so I was just laying there fighting with it, but after a 
few days I was good." 

What followed were eight days alone with his "thoughts and a little bit of 
boredom" while he played a lot of video games, watched movies and 
chatted on the phone to pass the time. 

“It’s good to be out, back around the team," said Gallagher, who is 
double vaccinated. "It took a while for me to get it, but now that you went 
through it, you kind of understand what everyone else has been going 
through and you move past it and move on." 

He added: "A little bit of a mental break as well, for me, and then to come 
back, I’m just looking forward to being around the guys and hopefully 
help us win some games.” 

COVID-19 cases have surged across the league in recent days, in part 
due to the rise of the Omicron variant. The NHL has postponed all games 
for the Nashville Predators, Boston Bruins, Calgary Flames, Colorado 
Avalanche and Florida Panthers through the Christmas break due to 
outbreaks. 

Montreal last played Thursday against the Philadelphia Flyers, scoring a 
3-2 shootout win without any spectators at the Bell Centre at the request 
of Quebec public health officials. The Canadiens were scheduled to host 
the Bruins on Saturday night until the league shelved that matchup. 

The Canadiens are slated to return to action Monday night, when they 
visit the New York Islanders and have one player, Artturi Lehkonen, in 
COVID-19 protocol. 

Gallagher explained why players are concerned because of the 
quarantine rules and the holidays approaching. 

“If you were to test positive, say we're on the road, guys would miss 
Christmas, they’d be stuck in a hotel room in New York ... and that’s 
tough,” he said. “A lot of guys have their families, and this is a good time 
of the year for everybody to spend that time with their families. I think 
that’s a concern, for sure, for a lot of guys, so we’re trying to be safe, 
obviously." 

However, Gallagher was hesitant to call for a complete pause to the 
season and said the players’ association and the league are continuing 
to work together on a solution to ensure the season continues. 

“There’s some points in the schedule where we’re going to be able to 
make up games, so that’s possible," Gallagher said. "You don’t want to 
be playing in front of empty buildings as well, like we had to do last 
game. If you can move those games to a chance where you're able to 
have a full building, and if the answer is take a couple weeks off in order 
to be able to continue to play, obviously (do it), but we don't want to shut 
it down completely. 

“We're like everyone else in the world right now, we want to work. 
Everyone wants to feel that purpose and to feel that opportunity to go 
earn your paycheque every day. I’m sure the rest of the world is feeling 
the same thing. We’re doing everything we can to work through this, find 
solutions. Obviously, keep guys safe, but we feel like it’s possible and 
we’re keeping all those options open. Maybe if there’s potential to shut 
down — I think some teams have been shut down — but if you’re able to 
play the game, then play the game.” 

Montreal's victory over Philadelphia snapped a seven-game losing streak 
as the team is last in the Eastern Conference with a 7-21-3 record after a 
Cinderella run to the Stanley Cup Final last season. 

Gallagher, who has four goals and six assists in 23 games, admitted it 
hasn’t been a great season, but reminds himself for motivation that he’s 
getting to play a game he loves for a living. 

“It’s stressful at times, there’s a lot of pressure, and it's something that a 
lot of people care about, not just ourselves, but we’re playing a game,” he 
said. “We get a chance to go out here, compete against another team, 
trying to win a game and put a smile on your face. 

“Obviously, the results haven’t been there. We’ve had a lot of things to 
deal with right now with COVID, but you just kind of put all that aside and 
when you get the opportunity to go play, you play and try to enjoy it the 
best you can.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Winterhawks' Cross Hanas pulls off Zegras alley-oop 
assist in WHL game 

 

Jonathan Brazeau@JonathanBrazeau 

December 19, 2021, 10:01 AM 

 

Trevor Zegras has started a trend. 

The Anaheim Ducks rookie forward made all the highlight reels last week 
when he flipped the puck over the net to awaiting teammate Sonny 
Milano, who batted it past Buffalo Sabres goalie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 
and into the net. 

Now here's the WHL remix featuring Cross Hanas of the Portland 
Winterhawks. 

Hanas, who is a Detroit Red Wings prospect, seems to have a flair for 
creativity by having already scored the "Michigan" goal and now has 
added another to his repertoire. 

The 19-year-old Hanas pulled a Zegras during the third period against 
the Spokane Chiefs on Saturday night. James Stefan was the lucky 
recipient of the alley-oop pass and connected with the puck mid-air to 
extend the Winterhawks' lead to 4-1. 

Hanas earned his team-leading 19th assist on the play. 

"It's something that's come about here in recent weeks with Zegras doing 
it and stuff," Hanas said in an interview posted to the team's Twitter 
account. "Obviously, as a hockey player, every hockey player sees that 
stuff and is like, 'Oh my gosh, that's unreal.' 

"I was just behind the net and the D weren't really pressuring me. ... Me 
and Stef talked about it in intermission because we had another chance 
in the second. We didn't pull it but we talked about it. Then I had another 
chance in the third to do it and that's all about hockey. You kind of take 
risks, see what happens and I picked it up and took the risk. 

"Stef, thankfully, batted it out, or else I would have looked a little stupid 
but it was awesome that he got that in. We got that goal together, it was 
pretty awesome." 

Wonder how John Tortorella feels about this one? 
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KILLER INSTINCT  

 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

 

Despite his natural gifts and standout numbers, Conor Garland was 
doubted at every stage on his path to the NHL. Now, as his Canucks 
begin to navigate their way out of the dark, the fiery winger is emerging 
as a leader by doing what he’s done his whole life 

O nly two things occupy more space in Conor Garland’s mind than 
hockey: an undying dedication to all things Boston sports, and sharks. 

It’s early October, and clad in his customary post-practice threads — a 
navy Adidas windbreaker and matching Vancouver Canucks cap, its 
green brim pulled low — Garland’s eyes light up when rumours of his 
obsession with the creatures are raised. “I love sharks,” he says, a wide 
smile breaking through his scruffy beard, escalating quickly into a 
chuckle. “I grew up on the ocean — I actually don’t swim in the ocean, 
because I know that they’re closer than people think. I don’t know, I just 
love sharks.” 

Garland’s been a shark-head as long as he can remember, since he was 
a kid on the South Shore, an hour southeast of Boston, collecting them 
as stuffed animals before eventually graduating to figurines. Teammates 
from those younger days offer a knowing laugh when the subject’s 
broached, and lament the number of discussions they’ve had with 
Garland about his favourite film (Jaws, obviously). “He’s never seen a 
shark in person in his life, which is the funniest thing,” says Seattle 
Kraken winger Ryan Donato, who grew up down the street from Garland 
and remains a close friend. “I go fishing all the time and I invite him out 
with me, and he’s like too afraid to see a shark in real life. But he’s 
completely fascinated by them.” 

“He would just show me a picture [of a shark] and be like, ‘What kind?’ 
And listen, I can get it.” 

No one understands the depth of Garland’s marine love better than Cam 
Askew. A fellow Massachusetts native, he and Garland became best pals 
during their run as linemates for the QMJHL’s Moncton Wildcats. Sitting 
next to each other on the team bus for three years, Askew would 
routinely pull up photos of random sharks on his phone during daily rides, 
putting Garland’s knowledge to the test. 

“He would just show me a picture and be like, ‘What kind?’ And listen, I 
can get it,” says Garland, beaming with pride. “Nine out of 10 times, I can 
get it — or, like, a relative of it.” 

Watch Garland man the right wing for the Canucks, and the obsession 
makes a strange kind of sense. Whether during his time in the big 
leagues, his dominant run in junior hockey, or any of the teams he suited 
up for prior, one thing’s long been true of Garland’s game: he doesn’t 
float or meander. He doesn’t hesitate. He’s a shark in the water, fearless 
and intentional in his approach to the game — and in his faith in his 
abilities. “Conor’s a guy that sticks to his guns,” Donato says. “I mean, he 
liked sharks as a kid and he likes sharks as an adult. … Whatever he 
really feels or believes, he’s kind of stubborn in the way he thinks [about 
it], whether it’s watching one movie, Jaws, or opinions about anything. It’s 
just the way he is.” 

If not for that stubbornness translating into a steadfast belief in himself, 
Garland might’ve never made it to this point. Turned away by team after 
team in high school, told he was too small to play more times than he can 
count, buried on the fourth line when he finally began his pro career, he’s 
been doubted at every turn. Now, after clawing his way to the big leagues 
and fighting to become an everyday NHLer, Garland finds himself against 
the ropes again. His Canucks have dug themselves a deep hole, allowed 

the doubts to stockpile, their early struggles prompting ownership to 
clean house above them. But Garland’s been here before. And as his 
team begins to navigate its way out of the dark, the fiery winger is 
emerging as a leader by doing what he’s done his entire career. 

O ne of the earliest memories Garland can recall is a hockey memory. 
He was five years old, back in his hometown of Scituate, Mass., when his 
dad, Garry, woke him up at five in the morning saying something about a 
surprise in the backyard. Making the sleepy trek outside, Garland came 
upon a frozen rink, painted with red and blue lines just like the ones he 
marvelled at on TV. Garry revealed a row of letters painted into the ice 
spelling out his son’s name, and at the centre of the sheet, the spoked ‘B’ 
of his favourite NHL club. Even with school a few hours away, there was 
no stopping a young Garland from grabbing his skates and going for a 
spin. 

“I loved it right from the start,” he says of the sport. Moments like that one 
played a key role in why. “My dad played in the minors for a little bit. He 
played growing up and made it on his own … [so] he wanted to give me 
every opportunity to be successful, opportunities he wasn’t presented 
with.” 

It didn’t take long before the impact of those opportunities started 
showing up on the ice. “Without sounding, you know, arrogant or 
bragging, when I was eight or nine I remember saying to my dad, ‘It’s 
weird, I’ve never not scored in a game. I’ve never played a game without 
scoring a goal,’” Garland says. “I remember him telling me, ‘Yeah, that’s 
not normal.’” But as quickly as Garland excelled past the other young 
skaters in his town in those early years, reality pulled him right back 
when he was around 12 years old. The kids he was going up against 
started coming back every season taller, sturdier, while Garland’s growth 
plateaued. “I was almost a foot smaller than some guys, and close to 80 
pounds lighter. Then I struggled a lot,” he remembers. “But, you know, I 
think having that confidence … that belief, it got me through those years.” 

“I think having that rejection at a young age usually doesn’t happen for 
NHL players. But that was almost better for me, just to have it at a young 
age and then have a chip on my shoulder.” 

The further Garland travelled on the path toward his big-league dream, 
the more obstacles were dropped in his way. Leaving Massachusetts in 
2010 for Shattuck-St. Mary’s, the famed Minnesota boarding school that 
helped mold NHL stars like Sidney Crosby and Nathan MacKinnon, 14-
year-old Garland was passed over for the school’s top team, relegated to 
the Tier 2 squad. Before he had a chance to go back and vie for a top 
spot, he had to leave Shattuck altogether. “My mom got sick that 
summer,” he says. “She had Lyme disease and it led to a small stroke 
and Bell’s palsy, so she was sick for a couple of years. It was at the point 
where I couldn’t be cross country. I had to be home with my family.” 

His mother, Bridget, thankfully recovered, he says, but back then, the 
situation was a lot to bear for a teenager far from home. And amid the 
turmoil of leaving school, heading back to Scituate, and worrying about 
his family, Garland had another wrinkle to sort out: he needed a team. “I 
came home and didn’t really have a place to play,” he says. And despite 
dominating his lone year at Shattuck to the tune of 65 goals and 116 
points in 52 games, the Boston high-school circuit seemed uninterested 
in his talents. “I was asking teams to play. I tried to go to B.C. High 
[Boston College High School] and the coach didn’t think I could play 
there. And then at Thayer [Academy], Tony Amonte didn’t think I could 
play there.” Only one coach didn’t turn him away — Boston Junior Bruins 
bench boss Chris Masters. So that’s where Garland went. “I think having 
that rejection at a young age and having people to prove wrong at such a 
young age usually doesn’t happen for NHL players,” Garland says. 
“Usually they have it easy until they start to get to the pros and then they 
have a little bit of a struggle. But that was almost better for me, just to 
have it at a young age and then have a chip on my shoulder.” 

Masters didn’t need much convincing to toss a jersey Garland’s way. 
He’d had him on a summer team as a six-year-old, and knew what the 
young winger could do with the puck on his stick. More than just 
Garland’s raw skill back then, it was how he’d fared compared to the 
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others on that summer squad that most impressed Masters, that team 
dotted with future superstars like Jack Eichel and William Nylander. 
Despite that lofty competition, Garland still managed to separate himself 
from the pack. “He was a standout on a team of standouts,” Masters 
says. 

When the two reunited in 2011 for the Junior Bruins, it was much the 
same, even with Eichel returning to the squad as well. “He was a top 
player from the very first practice,” Masters says of Garland. “He was a 
great skater, [had] great speed, quickness, anticipation. He was really 
smart offensively, had a scorer’s touch, but also was really creative.” But 
there was something distinct that separated Garland from the other high-
flying scorers in the area at the time. “He’s also a kid who has no fear,” 
says Masters. “He would go across the middle. He’d go to the net. He 
would go into corners. He wouldn’t take the long way to get to a corner or 
to a puck.” That was no small feat given how exaggerated the size 
discrepancy between Garland and his opponents was at that point. But 
he learned to bob and weave around that obstacle like he had all the 
others. “He was tough to track down,” says Masters. “He was small, and 
he was playing against kids who were 18, 19, in some cases 20. And 
he’s probably a pretty frustrating kid to play against — he can make you 
look silly. But you can’t hit what you can’t catch.” 

Gifted, driven and fueled by years of stockpiling doubts, Garland was 
already a handful. But on the Junior Bruins he found something he hadn’t 
in Minnesota, something that pushed him to an even higher level: the 
chance to skate alongside someone who could see the game as he 
could. “We made each other better,” he says of leading that team 
alongside future second-overall pick Eichel. “You could feel in practice — 
I wanted to show that I was the best; he wanted to show that he was the 
best. In games, he wanted to produce, I wanted to produce. … We just 
pushed each other. It was great to have somebody like that at such a 
young age.” Likely less enjoyable for the rest of the Empire Junior 
Hockey League — the pair led those Junior Bruins through the season 
easily, dropping only six of their 40 games, Garland pacing the team in 
goals, assists and penalty minutes. 

There’s one particular game that stands out among the rest for Masters, 
one night that encapsulated who Garland was at that time. “It was a 
game at Bridgewater, which is down on the South Shore where he was 
from,” the coach says. “We were a top team in the league, the team we 
were playing was kind of middle of the pack. He wasn’t having his best 
game, taking some bad penalties, cheating it a little bit in the defensive 
zone.” So Masters turned to a tried-and-true coaching tactic — “I sat him 
for about 10 minutes.” Garland remembers it well, too. “When you’re that 
young and you get benched, you don’t pout but you’re just angry,” he 
says. “Back then, I probably didn’t understand it. So, I was just angry.” 
Chip on shoulder activated. 

“After that 10 minutes,” Masters continues, “I said, ‘Hey, you understand 
why you got sat?’ 

‘Yep.’ 

‘All right, let’s see if you’ve learned from it.’” 

Garland hopped over the boards and the ice tilted. “In the third period, he 
scored a hat trick and we won the game by a goal,” Masters says with a 
laugh. “He had the right attitude, which was, ‘I understood it. I got it. Now 
I’m going to go out and do my thing.’ And he just took the game over.” 

T he first time Conor and Garry Garland sat in the turquoise seats of the 
Moncton Coliseum, peering out at the lattice of blue beams hanging 
above the ice, they were enthralled by the sight. It was December 2012 
and the younger Garland had made the tough decision to forego a 
scholarship offer from Penn State University to head into unknown 
territory in the QMJHL. And here, taking in the first Canadian arena he’d 
call home, the impact of the decision hit him. 

“This is different,” Garry said to his son as the two gazed out over the ice. 
“This looks like the NHL.” Garland remembers agreeing then, and he 
does still. “It was special,” he says. “I mean, I was 16. I was so young 
and it felt like you were in the NHL at the time. You’re playing in a big 

market, you’re playing juniors, you’re wearing a half-shield, you’re playing 
with some [future] NHL guys. … They used to have a huge [inflatable] 
wildcat, and you’d skate out of that. Just doing that, I remember thinking, 
‘This is the best thing ever.’” 

By the midpoint of his second year in the Q, Garland felt he’d figured the 
league out. The game slowed down, the patterns became predictable. A 
broken wrist delayed his breakout, but the winger came back in Year 3 
and piled up 129 points in 67 games, tying for the CHL scoring lead and 
earning QMJHL MVP honours. 

“He’s by far the most competitive player that I’ve ever coached. He just 
had ‘compete’ ingrained in his DNA.” 

It hadn’t taken long during that campaign for Garland’s teammates to 
realize it was going to be a special year. “I think we kind of knew a month 
into the season,” Askew says. “The first month, he was playing unreal — 
point-per-game, doing his thing. But our captain got injured … [Conor] 
got bumped up to play with [Ivan] Barbashev. And them two, they went 
off.” Something seemed to just click between Garland and the eventual 
St. Louis Blues centreman, their instant chemistry the step that lifted 
Garland’s game to a whole new level. “It was just something special 
every night. It was a hat trick, six points. I mean, just putting our team on 
his back, really,” Askew remembers. “He got that spot on the top line and 
never let it go.” 

The next year, he did it again, putting up 128 points to become the only 
player other than Crosby to ever lead the CHL in scoring more than once. 
For those who were there to see it happen, the catalyst for Garland’s 
dominance is no mystery. “He’s by far the most competitive player that 
I’ve ever coached,” says Darren Rumble, who was behind the bench for 
both of those breakout seasons. “He just had ‘compete’ ingrained in his 
DNA.” Askew and fellow Massachusetts native Zach Malatesta formed a 
tight bond with Garland during their time in Moncton, the trio connecting 
over a shared love of their home state by meeting up to watch “Boston 
movies” — The Town and Good Will Hunting among their favourites. But 
they knew if a win was in Garland’s sights — whether it was a casual 
game of ping-pong, a pre-game sewer-ball session or a battle on the ice 
— that friendship went out the window. “He’d never want to lose. 
Whether it’s practice, summer skates or a playoff game, it didn’t matter,” 
says Malatesta. “He just never gives up. His work ethic and skill, that 
combination — I just knew he had something special.” 

When Garland finally moved on to the next level, though, he was viewed 
as anything but special. After being passed over in his first year of draft 
eligibility, the winger was finally tabbed with the 123rd-overall pick in the 
2015 NHL Draft by Arizona. Earning his first shot as a pro in 2016 with 
their AHL affiliate, the Tucson Roadrunners, he arrived in the desert only 
to find himself buried on the fourth line. Not the step up he’d imagined 
after putting together one of the most dominant two-year runs in junior 
hockey history. “It was surprising,” Garland says. “I remember the first 
game in the American League, I had like two shifts in the first period. I 
remember sitting on the bench like, ‘This stinks.’ Like, ‘This is not what 
I’m used to, I don’t know what’s going on.’ I remember I just didn’t play a 
lot, and it went on forever, obviously — I probably played three to five 
minutes a night.” 

By this point, he’d been hearing the comments from naysayers for a 
decade. And sitting on that bench, so close to his dream but still so very 
far from it, he began to wonder if the doubters were right. “You know, 
after 30 games, you have four points, you’re starting to think, ‘Do I stink? 
What’s going on? Why can’t I score?’” he says. “You used to hear, ‘Oh, 
he’s not a pro player, just a junior.’ So then I’m like, ‘Maybe everybody 
else was right.’” 

A coaching change after his rookie year helped him stave off those 
doubts. In came Mike Van Ryn to lead the bench, the former NHLer 
shifting the Roadrunners’ approach to utilize what they had throughout 
their lineup. When it came to Garland, the new coach made clear Year 2 
was going to be different. He and his staff were going to develop 
Garland, he told the winger, give him his confidence back. They were 
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going to turn him into a pro. “And they did,” Garland says. “That second 
year is kind of where my career changed.” 

Slowly, the numbers started improving, bumping up in that second year 
and swelling the next, Garland scoring at more than a point-per-game 
pace by his third year in the AHL. That growth was the result of more 
than just a change in tactics or a spot on a new line.  “I just think having 
someone believe in you is everything, you know?” says Garland. “You’re 
lucky at that point to get people like that to help you. And I just remember 
once I got my confidence back and started playing the way they taught 
me, then I was all set.” 

His progress during that third year in the minors led to another milestone 
moment in early December 2018, when Garland got the call to make his 
NHL debut, brought up to face (who else?) the Sharks. 

It went terribly, by Garland’s own assessment, the weight of the moment 
limiting his impact. “I waited my whole life for it,” he says of that first 
game. “You think you overthink something happening in a week — I 
overthought that thing for 25 years.” Unimpressive as it might’ve been, 
though, the debut performance was enough to earn a second game. And 
when the club headed back to Boston for that next tilt, back to friends 
and family who could calm his nerves, Garland managed to show what 
he could do, earning a chance to stick with the big club. “We all knew 
he’d be fine — all he needed was his chance in the NHL and he wasn’t 
going back down,” says Askew, who was watching proudly from afar. 
“That was his shot. He wasn’t going to let it go.” 

“I mean, he scored a goal in Edmonton where there was a slapshot that 
went off his face into the net — and he scored another goal that game. 
He had cuts all over his face, and he’s interviewing with Hockey Night in 
Canada. I think that kind of took off, like, ‘Hey man, this guy’s not afraid.’” 

It took time for Garland to settle in with the Coyotes. In the beginning, he 
kept to himself, focusing on trying to navigate life in the NHL. But as the 
months wore on, the same magnetism that seemed to draw people in 
wherever he’d played began pulling the club’s veterans closer. “You just 
saw guys gravitate to him, you know?” says Rick Tocchet, the Coyotes’ 
head coach at the time. “[Clayton] Keller, [Jakob] Chychrun, Phil Kessel, 
they were together constantly. And he was kind of the ringleader there.” 
The veterans dined out on their new rookie’s obsession with Boston, 
conversations quickly turning into debates about Tom Brady, or the Red 
Sox, or the Celtics. But it was what Garland did on the ice that truly 
endeared him to his new team. 

“I mean, he scored a goal in Edmonton where there was a slapshot that 
went off his face into the net — and he scored another goal that game,” 
says Tocchet. “You know, he had cuts all over his face, and he’s 
interviewing with Hockey Night in Canada. I think that kind of took off, 
like, ‘Hey man, this guy’s not afraid.’” 

After putting up 22 goals and 39 points in his first full NHL campaign, 
Garland followed up with another 39-point performance for the club last 
season, this time reaching the total in 19 fewer games. And much like 
everything else that’s come his way on the ice, it wasn’t just natural 
growth that brought that progress — it was Garland’s stubborn belief in 
his own potential, coupled with a willingness to invest the hours and 
sweat needed to reach it. 

Tocchet remembers one particular conversation with the winger when he 
saw those gears turning. “We were at centre ice at the start of the year, 
and I said to him, ‘You’re not an 18-minute player in my eyes,’” the coach 
recalls of the moment, back when Garland was averaging around 14 
minutes a night. “He looked me in the eyes, and he challenged me — he 
goes, ‘Well, make me an 18-minute player. Coach me into an 18-minute 
player.’” So Tocchet hit him with some hard truths. “I said, ‘You’re going 
to hear some stuff that you might not like. You’ve got to be more 
structured, you’ve got to play better defensive hockey. I love the fact that 
you’re an instinctual player, but you’ve also got to be a system guy, too, 
when you need to be.’ That was one thing that he took to heart. He 
worked on his game, watched video, worked on that hard in practice. 

“The one thing he does is the next day, he shows up and he’s raring to 
go again. Even if he had a bad night or he didn’t agree with a coach or he 
didn’t like his game, the next day, he punches the clock again.” 

By the end of his final year in Arizona, Garland’s average ice time sat at 
17:55. 

W hether it was back in Boston as a kid, in the Q as a teenager, or as a 
pro in the desert, one thing’s always been true of Garland: when the 
lights get brighter, he gets better. “He’s the kind of person that lives for 
that spotlight,” says Malatesta. He and Askew got a front-row seat to that 
side of Garland’s game back in their Wildcats days, when The Garland 
Show tended to cause a ruckus with opposing crowds. “I mean, we 
played in some rinks that absolutely hated him. He just ate it up,” says 
Askew. “[He’d be] getting booed every time he touched the puck. You 
don’t boo a player who’s not a great player, who’s not special.” 

Another wide smile breaks through Garland’s beard when he thinks back 
on those nights and the boos that rained down. “You know, you’re 18 and 
you think you know everything. I had 100 points a couple months into the 
season, so I was pretty confident in myself and my ability,” he says. “I 
used to get booed every time we’d play on the road — for me at that age, 
it was a lot of fun. I enjoyed that, and our team enjoyed it, and we played 
off it — we played really, really well on the road that year. 

“Honestly, I was more excited for road games than the home games, 
because I knew I was getting booed, and it was almost an event for me.” 

Coming off the thrill of those wild nights out east, Garland lost a bit of that 
joy when he moved on to the next level. Becoming an everyday NHLer 
was a dream come true, but on and off the ice, it was different. “Arizona 
was great, but it’s not a huge hockey market. They have great fans, but I 
remember a former player who said he never got recognized — and he 
was there, like, six years,” Garland says. “I didn’t get recognized really at 
all there. … I got recognized in Moncton way more than I did in Arizona.” 

On a Friday in late July, he was thrown back into the spotlight when news 
broke that he and longtime teammate Oliver Ekman-Larsson were traded 
from the Coyotes to the Canucks, the winger signing a five-year, $24.75-
million deal with his new club soon after. It was a bittersweet turning of 
the page, leaving the only NHL organization he’d ever known, but the 
move brought back a taste of what he’d had the last time he played for a 
team north of the border, when he was lighting up the opposition every 
night: the chaos of a Canadian market, the chance to play for a city 
where his sport is the main attraction, to witness the passion of a buzzing 
Rogers Arena if enough wins were strung together. 

In the early going this season, the chaos has far outweighed any buzz in 
the arena. While Garland emerged as one of the few Canucks who 
played well early on — ranking among the team’s top scorers and doing 
what he could each night to drag them into the fight — the losses 
continued to pile up until a coaching change eventually slowed the fall. 
But those who know him best know this is precisely the fight Garland’s 
built for. 

“[It’s] obviously a pressure cooker there, but I think he embraces that. He 
wants that,” says Tocchet. “He wants to be on the ice, 2–2 game with six 
minutes left and the pressure on him to make something happen. … I 
think he wants to meet it head on. ‘Get me out there. Let me have the 
puck in these situations — if I don’t produce, it’s on me.’ I think that’s his 
attitude, and I think that’s the attitude that you have to have when you go 
into those markets.” 

Bigger picture, beyond helping to pull the Canucks out of this current 
hole, Garland’s hope is that Vancouver sees him make good on the 
potential he’s long seen in himself. Because in his eyes, he hasn’t yet 
come close. “I wouldn’t say I’m a star or I’ve had too much success,” he 
says. “I’m only 25. You know, I follow a lot of hockey history and [have 
tracked] the trajectory of some smaller guys that are like me, when they 
hit their peaks and when they do their best. And it seems like at my age, 
you just start coming into your own. Hopefully that’s the same with me.” 
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“It’s obviously a pressure cooker there, but I think he embraces that. He 
wants to be on the ice, 2–2 game with six minutes left and the pressure 
on him to make something happen.” 

His former coaches mention one name in particular when discussions of 
Garland turn to what the latter stages of his career could look like: Martin 
St. Louis. 

Rumble, Garland’s coach in Moncton, spent some time alongside St. 
Louis in Tampa Bay back in his own playing days, watching the winger 
emerge as a dominant force in his late 20s and early 30s. He sees, at the 
very least, a similar fire in both players. “Those guys have been told, ‘You 
can’t do it’ so many times in their life, they just have that ‘I’ll show you’ 
attitude,” he says. 

Tocchet coached St. Louis for two of the Hall of Famer’s world-beating 
seasons with the Lightning. He saw firsthand what that attitude reaped. 
“I’m not going to put him in Marty St. Louis’ category right now, but Marty 
St. Louis, a small player with a huge heart that was just a dynamic player 
— a guy like that is someone that Conor can look towards,” Tocchet 
says. Though Garland’s a long way from St. Louis’ prolific scoring touch, 
it’s that fire, again, that connects them, says the coach: “Both were not 
afraid.” 

As for touching the rest of St. Louis’ legacy, it’s a lofty goal. But ask those 
who know Garland best, and they’d caution against heaping too much 
doubt on his name. Donato’s been there since Garland’s earliest days on 
the ice. He’s skated with him over countless summers, discussed the 
winding path to the NHL with him, faced off against him in the big 
leagues. He knows better than most the promise of Garland’s potential, 
and the mistake of questioning how far he can push himself. “Conor’s 
earned everything he’s got,” Donato says. “At every level, he produced. 
And even though he was producing, he would never get the respect. … 
Now in pro, he’s still producing and doing those things, and there’s still 
people that doubt him. But I think that’s what drives Conor.” 

Whether you doubt him or believe, know that Conor Garland will come 
back, time and time again. He’ll keep pushing and clawing and battling, 
as he always has — it’s just the way he’s wired, says Tocchet. It’s that, 
above all else, that stands out to the coach when he thinks back on their 
time together in Arizona. That fire. “A lot of times I remember, the last 
couple years, he was in the middle of things, in a scrum. They’re 
punching him in the head, he’s sticking in there, he’s yelling at them — 
and then he’s right back the next shift, right in that same area again,” 
Tocchet says. “It’s tough to go back in that area again, with those big 
defencemen — who wants to get hit in the face again, right? But I think it 
shows the other team, man, this guy’s not going away, you know? 

“He’s not going to go away.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Why Coyotes should think twice before 
trading Chychrun 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 18, 2021, 11:15 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Until further notice, I will be 
operating at 50 per cent capacity. 

1. Jakob Chychrun is running away with the green jacket, but that doesn’t 
mean the Arizona Coyotes should let some opponent run away with him. 

Sure, the left-shot defenceman is a league-worst minus-29 this season. 
You’d be a minus-129 if you skated nearly 25 minutes a night (and 
started the majority of your shifts in the D-zone) for the worst team in the 
NHL. 

Chychrun, the 16th-overall pick in 2016, is only 23 years old. 

He is signed through 2024-25 with a bargain cap hit of $4.6 million. 

The question isn’t “Who would be interested in a potential trade for 
Chychrun?” It’s: “Who wouldn’t?” 

Or even more pressing: Why doesn’t Arizona want to build around him? 
Is it his injury history? (Chychrun is currently on IR and has already 
endured two major knee surgeries.) An unhappiness? 

As Elliotte Friedman has reported, the Coyotes are gauging interest. And 
in a rental market thin on bona fide top-four defenceman, a workhorse 
like Chychrun with favourable term would rocket to the penthouse of the 
trade class. 

But at what point does GM Bill Armstrong commit to a core? Outside of 
forwards Clayton Keller, 23, and Nick Schmaltz, 25, Chychrun is the only 
Coyote signed to a regular contract beyond 2023. 

Armstrong has already accumulated eight draft picks in the first two 
rounds of the 2022 draft and is likely to stockpile more picks and 
prospects with some of his deadline rentals. 

Does he really need futures more than a legitimate hockey player at good 
value like Chychrun? 

2. The NHL lost two wonderful personalities this week. 

Ben Bishop was one of the most welcoming and joyful goaltenders you 
could speak to, and for him to go out on something less than his own 
terms was heartbreaking. 

On the flip side, Jets coach Paul Maurice sounds like a man who was at 
peace with moving on, even though he was unable to bring Winnipeg to 
the promised land. 

Maurice’s media availabilities were can’t-miss. His blend of insight and 
wit, thoughtfulness and loyalty remains unmatched. 

A Paul Maurice quote instantly made your story better. 

The league is worse off with these two not in it. 

3. Even with Bishop hanging ’em up, the Stars still have three goalies on 
their roster. 

Incredible to think how Anton Khudobin went from Stanley Cup finalist 
starter to unclaimed waiver bait in under 15 months. Dallas’s other two 
netminders, Jake Oettinger (RFA) and Braden Holtby (UFA) are in the 
final years of their deals. 

Things are tense again in Texas, with the Stars losing five straight. 

Oettinger has to be the goalie of the future there, but if Dallas can’t rally 
into playoff position and I need a goalie, I’m bidding on Holtby over 
Khudobin. 

He’s won a Cup, and he’s had a decent rebound season. Holtby’s .922 
save percentage is his best in five seasons. 

4. John Tortorella wanted to follow up his criticisms that Trevor Zegras 
and Sonny Milano’s “Dishigan” goal might not be the best thing for the 
game. Tortorella says he reached out to Zegras and Ducks coach Dallas 
Eakins to clear the air, and he blamed the media for trying to create a rift. 

“I hope he does it again, quite honestly,” Tortorella said on ESPN’s The 
Point: 

Meanwhile, you can add Team Canada’s women to the number of 
players trying to duplicate the magic: 
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5. Asked Chicago Blackhawks interim coach Derek King how Dylan 
Strome, 24, has handled this trying season in which he’s been healthy 
scratched frequently and heard his name spun in the rumour mill. 

“I’ve had some good conversations with Dylan,” King replied. “I wanted to 
see some emotion come back. Like, tell me you want to be in the lineup 
or you're mad. He says, ‘I can help this team,’ and I know he can. 

“The big thing with him was to just get him to stay in the battles. Don't 
accept defeat on the wall. Sometimes you lose the puck, and it’s like, 
‘Ah,’ and you just let it go. Stay in those fights. And he's doing a better 
job, but he needs to be better at it. And I think if he does that, it's hard to 
take him out of our lineup. Because his skill level is, we need him to 
score goals.” 

Strome skated a season-high 20:02 in Wednesday’s overtime win over 
Washington and has three points in his past four games. 

6. In 1999, King scored the final goal for Toronto at Maple Leaf Gardens 
(against Chicago no less). 

So, where’s the puck? 

“Maybe the Leafs have a secret room for all their treasures.” 

7. Nothing feels aligned anymore. Amid a three-day span in which 90-
odd NHL players and personnel entered COVID protocol and games got 
postponed and Canadian arenas chopped attendance to zero or 50 per 
cent and beer leagues and kids’ leagues hit pause, I got an email 
encouraging folks to buy tickets to March’s 40,000-capacity Heritage 
Classic outdoor game between the Leafs and Sabres. 

The Minnesota Wild players have been on each other, preaching safety 
during the Christmas break with families coming to town. 

Marcus Foligno warned his teammates that the Winter Classic is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity they could miss due to a positive test. 

Here's what it'll look like: 

8. As of Sunday, you cannot eat or drink at a concert, movie theatre or 
sporting event in Ontario. Fun. 

Very low on the scale of concerns these days, but that projected $1 
million increase in the NHL’s salary cap by the Board of Governors sure 
looks to be in jeopardy. 

9. Auston Matthews matched the likes of Dave Keon by opening his 
Maple Leafs career with six consecutive 20-goal seasons, which is 
impressive. 

More impressive: Keon scored as few as 20 and never more than 28 in 
his run and always had the benefit of playing a minimum of 64 games. 
Matthews’ lowest total is 34, and his feat includes two pandemic-shorted 
campaigns. 

“It's pretty humbling,” replied Matthews, when informed of the record he 
tied Tuesday. “Obviously, what [Keon] means to this organization and the 
city of Toronto, just to be in the same sentence as him is very humbling.” 

Matthews is on a 13-goals-in-10-games run, and his last six games have 
been played without No. 1 setup man Mitch Marner at his side. 

Don’t take what you’re witnessing for granted, Leafs fans. 

10. James Reimer told a fun story after defeating the Dallas Stars in a 
34-save performance in San Jose Saturday: 

“When they were reviewing the goal, I heard four fans banging on the 
glass. I don’t know their names, so if they’re watching this: thanks a lot. 

“Usually I don’t pay attention because they’re just trying to get in my head 
or something. But they were our fans — so why would they be trying to 
get in my head? They kept banging on the ice. They were adamant, 
pointing at the ice. 

“I finally looked down and one of my straps had come off. It was flopping 
on the ground, and it had broken. 

“So, part of the win tonight goes to those four fans who helped me out.” 

11. Visiting Edmonton this week, Wayne Simmonds recalled the first time 
he shared the ice with Connor McDavid, at the 2015 BioSteel Camp at 
St. Mike’s in Toronto ahead of the No. 1 pick’s rookie year. 

“It looked like he didn't want to embarrass the older guys out there. So, 
he was kind of floating around, but you could still see that he was way 
better than everyone else,” Simmonds smiled. “You could tell he was 
going to be special.” 

Now, of course, “Davo” (as Simmonds calls him) has no qualms with 
embarrassing his peers. What runs through Simmonds’ mind when he 
sees those McDavid highlight-reel strikes. 

“You just hope you don't end up on the other end of it, to be honest with 
you.” 

12. Adorable Tweet of the Week (Year?) goes to Nashville Predators 
goalie Connor Ingram: 
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TSN.CA / Johnson joins Team Canada ready to make up for lost time 

 

Mark Masters 

13-17 minutes 

 

Team Canada practised at Fenlands Banff Recreation Centre on 
Sunday.  

It's been a long and winding road to the World Juniors for Kent Johnson.  

After testing positive for COVID earlier this month, the Michigan 
Wolverines forward missed Hockey Canada's selection camp and the 
first three practices of training camp. Johnson, who experienced only 
mild symptoms, finally skated with Team Canada on Sunday.  

"I've felt good for the last probably 13, 14 days," he said. "I've been able 
to do workouts in my room and stick handle, but obviously it's not too 
much fun." 

Johnson spoke daily with Michigan teammate Owen Power, who is also 
on Team Canada.  

"He did a good job of trying to stay active however he could," Power said. 
"I know he had a stick and a ball and was probably stickhandling all day." 

Johnson last played on Dec. 3.  

"I couldn't just sulk around in my bedroom," Johnson said. "I mean, this is 
an opportunity every kid dreams of so I had to do what I could in my 
room and, honestly, I'm pretty pleased with how I felt in my first skate. It 
should only get better from here." 

The native of Port Moody, B.C. skated as an extra forward at practice 
and rotated in during drills throughout the 90-minute session.   

"He just got out of quarantine late last night," said assistant coach 
Michael Dyck. "We'll help him ease in a bit before we connect him with 
his linemates and on a power play...We see him as being a top six left 
winger." 

The fifth overall pick by Columbus in July's National Hockey League 
draft, Johnson is off to a strong start in NCAA play with 23 points in 17 
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games. Despite being fresh out of quarantine, Johnson immediately 
impressed teammates on Sunday. 

"He can create so much with the puck," Kingston Frontenacs centre 
Shane Wright marveled. "He's such a smart player and he's a fun guy to 
watch out there too. He makes some unbelievable plays." 

Johnson's moves in the shootout work after the main practice ended 
stood out.  

"Just some crazy stuff he was doing," Wright said. "It was stuff I could 
never think of trying or even pull off in a game or even practice here." 

Power offered a defenceman's perspective on Johnson's magic.  

"I wouldn't necessarily say he's the fastest guy, but the way he's able to 
attack you and make your feet cross over and get your feet where he 
wants them and then just go the other way, it's really hard to defend," 
Power said.  

That talent is why Team Canada was willing to reserve a roster spot even 
though Johnson was unable to attend the selection camp in Calgary.  

"It meant a lot to me," Johnson said. "When I first tested [positive] I was a 
little nervous and thinking, 'Oh, what if I'm not going to be at camp,' so it 
meant a lot that they wanted to take me anyways. I just got to prove that 
they made a great decision." 

After COVID quarantine, Canada's Johnson ready to make up for lost 
time 

Kent Johnson practised with Team Canada for the first time on Sunday. 
The Michigan Wolverines forward had been in quarantine since 
December 4 after testing positive for COVID. The fifth overall pick from 
July's NHL draft is ready to make up for lost time and is already 
impressing teammates. Johnson is expected to be a top six left winger at 
the World Juniors. 

Team Canada players have picked Connor Bedard and Johnson as the 
guys most likely to imitate Anaheim's Trevor Zegras and pull off the 
'Michigan pass' at the World Juniors.  

"We were watching the game together when it happened," Power told 
BarDown's Corwin McCallum. "He was freaking out so I think if he gets a 
chance to do it, he'll do it." 

Johnson isn't so sure.  

"I don't know if I'll be trying that," he said on Sunday. "I've never worked 
on that. Normally, I work on some stuff before I try it so I doubt I'll be 
doing it. But, obviously, a pretty cool play."  

What does Johnson appreciate about the move?  

"The thought process is ridiculous," he said. "I mean, it's more that than 
the skill. Obviously, the skill's really hard too, but just the thought process 
with how fast the game is is really impressive."  

Will goalies need to be on guard for flip plays from behind the net now?  

"I don't know," said Edmonton's Sebastian Cossa. "I'm definitely not 
going to be thinking about that. I don't think it's going to be pretty casual 
nowadays. I don't know how you really stop that. If it's going over your 
head and you don't really see where it's coming from and where it's going 
to and he's just batting it out of the air, that's pretty tough to stop."  

"It'd be pretty tough," agreed Kamloops' Dylan Garand. "You'd have to be 
super dialled and, like, be ready for it and see him doing it to have any 
chance. I feel like it all depends on the guy who's hitting it out of the air 
and where he's hitting it. That was a pretty nice job by [Sonny] Milano, 
the guy who scored it, to find that hole. That's pretty tough, to bat it out of 
the air with accuracy, so you have to hope it hits you, I guess."  

"Just hope it hits you," echoed London's Brett Brochu. "You got to hope 
you're in the right spot at the right time or else you'll be on the highlight 
reel for months."  

Canada's Bedard or Johnson - Who is more likely to attempt 'The 
Michigan Pass'? 

After Trevor Zegras dazzled the hockey world with his incredible 
lacrosse-style assist from behind the net, BarDown's Corwin McCallum 
tries to find out which member on Team Canada's World Junior team is 
most likely to attempt 'The Michigan Pass' in a game, which seemed to 
come down to Connor Bedard and Kent Johnson. 

Team Canada's shortest player has overcome long odds to make it to the 
World Juniors.  

"I was almost kind of in shock that I actually made this team," admitted 5-
foot-8 Kamloops forward Logan Stankoven. "I wasn't even expecting to 
be invited to the camp, never mind being selected to this team. There's 
so many great players." 

Stankoven, a second-round pick by the Dallas Stars in July's draft, faced 
an uphill battle at the selection camp after being forced to sit out the first 
of only two games against U Sports players.  

"I was under COVID protocol so that was tough news," the 18-year-old 
revealed. "It was more of a close-contact situation. It was nothing major. I 
had went to lunch with a Dallas representative before I took off [for camp] 
and he was in contact with someone out East who had caught the 
COVID virus. He was tested and he was negative. He was fine, but I had 
to be tested as well and my results didn't come back until after the game 
on Saturday so I couldn’t participate. On Sunday, I was ready to go and I 
think I left it all out there."  

Stankoven scored the first goal in last Sunday's game and hours later 
learned he'd done enough to be one of 14 forwards on the roster. What 
earned him the spot?  

"Lots of stuff, but energy mainly," said Team Canada head coach Dave 
Cameron. "Energy and he's a threat to score. Science will dictate there is 
no such thing as a heavy shot, but he has a heavy shot." 

Stankoven, who has 13 goals in 22 games with his hometown Blazers 
this season, draws inspiration from Montreal's Cole Caufield and 
Chicago's Alex DeBrincat, a couple of smaller guys with big shots.  

"Many people have doubted me," Stankoven said. "When I came up 
through the ranks people would say, 'Oh, you're too small. You won't be 
able to make it. You're going to get thrown around out there.' But it's 
something I can't control, right. So you do what you can with the size. A 
big saying I [like] is, 'It's not the size of the dog in the fight, it's the size of 
the heart in the dog.' It's something I always keep in the back of my mind. 
When I'm out there battling I don't focus on who's the bigger player." 

Stankoven hasn't just made Team Canada. He's currently skating in a 
top-six role alongside Mason McTavish.  

"It's awesome," Stankoven said. "He was in the NHL [with the Anaheim 
Ducks] to begin the season so it's cool to be on a line with him." 

What stands out to McTavish about his linemate?  

"How explosive he is in the corners," the Peterborough centre observed. 
"He can really catch a lot of guys off guard. He's like a little bowling ball 
out there. He's pretty small, but pretty fierce. I wouldn't want to go into 
the corner with him."  

Despite the positive reviews, Stankoven isn't taking anything for granted. 
Now that he's on the team, he wants to make the most of the chance.  

"I know this is just the beginning of the work," he said. "The standards 
here with Hockey Canada are to come home with a gold medal so that's 
what we'll try and do." 

Canada's shortest player 'almost in shock' after making World Junior 
team 

Logan Stankoven didn't expect to get invited to Hockey Canada's 
selection camp. Once the 5-foot-8 Kamloops forward arrived in Calgary, 
he was forced to miss the first game due to COVID protocol. But the 
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Dallas Stars prospect with a heavy shot still managed to do enough to 
crack the World Junior roster. And now he finds himself skating on a line 
with Mason McTavish, who started the season in the NHL. 

After Team Canada's first practice at training camp wrapped up, 
McTavish gave Bedard a crash course in fighting.   

"Just teaching him to protect himself," McTavish said. "You never know, 
maybe someone will get after him in the Dub. Just looking out for him."  

"Mase is like a big brother to Bedsy," Wright said. "It's pretty funny to 
watch." 

McTavish, 18, roomed with Bedard, 16, at the World Under-18 
Championship in Texas earlier this year.  

"We've been really good buddies since the U18s," McTavish said. "We've 
kept in touch and stuff. He's a great guy and a positive guy too. That's 
what I like, he's always energetic." 

Building chemistry quickly is important at a short event like the World 
Juniors and placing players in rooms together is one way to create those 
close bonds. But with COVID cases on the rise, Hockey Canada has 
opted to move the players back into single rooms. 

"I like having the roommate for sure," said McTavish, who had been 
rooming with Bedard again in Banff. "I like it in case you miss an alarm or 
your alarm doesn't go off, they're always there to bail you out. I like 
talking to other guys too. I don't like being alone." 

Wright had been rooming with Winnipeg defenceman Carson Lambos, 
who he didn't know that well before the camp.  

"I like the roommate, a guy there with me," Wright said. "If I ever miss an 
alarm or don't know what's going on you can always ask him and 
hopefully he'll back you up. I like having a roommate around and a guy to 
chat with."  

Not everyone feels that way. 

"If we're quarantining, roommates are definitely nice just to have 
someone there, but I prefer to be by myself if we're not quarantining," 
Power said with a smile. "It's nice to go to bed when you want, wake up 
when you want and do whatever you want and not have to agree on 
times and stuff like that. I'd say I'm a no-roommate guy."  

Canada doing what it can to prepare for World Juniors amid evolving 
protocols 

With Hockey Canada announcing stricter COVID protocols and a revised 
pre-tournament schedule, Team Canada is doing the best it can to 
prepare for the World Juniors under the circumstances. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 

Team Canada's Xavier Bourgault, Edmonton's first-round pick in July's 
NHL draft, is looking forward to the first of what he hopes will be many 
big moments in the Alberta capital.   

"It's pretty special," the Shawinigan forward said. "It was a lot more 
motivation for me to make this team, because it is in Edmonton in front of 
the fans and in my future building. It's pretty nice to play in front of them. 
All the fans are crazy and there's always a lot of fans during the games 
so I'm very appreciative."   

With 22 goals in 24 games in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League, 
Bourgault has scored more than any other player on Team Canada this 
season.  

"Yes, I have a lot of goals, but I think all the players here are very good," 
he said. "So, everyone can score goals. I had a pretty good start of the 
season, because my camp in Edmonton gave me a lot of confidence." 

Chance to play World Juniors in Edmonton inspired Oilers pick Bourgault 

Oilers prospect Xavier Bourgault is hoping this year's World Juniors will 
be the first of many big moments for him in the Alberta capital. "It was a 
motivation for me to make this team a lot more, because it is in 

Edmonton in front of the fans and in my future building," the Shawinigan 
forward said. With 22 goals in 24 games, Bourgault has scored more 
than any other Team Canada player this season. 
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USA TODAY / NHL, NHLPA will make decision on Olympics in coming 
days after rash of postponements 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

The NHL and NHL Players' Association said Sunday that they hope to 
make a decision soon on whether to continue with Olympic participation 
after making another rash of postponements. 

After the NHL agreed in the last collective bargaining agreement that 
players could go to Beijing for the 2022 Winter Games, it said it would 
depend on whether the COVID-19 situation would create so many 
postponements that the league would need the Olympic break in order to 
reschedule games. 

The postponements are now piling up, and the league on Sunday said it 
was putting on hold any pre-Christmas games involving Canadian and 
U.S. teams in order to prevent a Canadian border crossing. 

The Calgary Flames, Colorado Avalanche, Florida Panthers, Boston 
Bruins and Nashville Predators were already shut down through 
Christmas because of rising cases. 

"Given the disruption to the NHL’s regular-season schedule caused by 
recent COVID-related events – 27 games had been postponed as of 
Saturday and at least 12 more will be postponed through Dec. 23 – and 
the continued uncertainty caused by the ongoing COVID pandemic, the 
NHL and NHLPA are actively discussing the matter of NHL player 
participation in the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, China, and expect to 
be in a position to announce a final determination in the coming days," 
the sides said in a joint statement. 

They did say, though, that they would not pause the regular season. 

"Although there has been a recent increase in positive COVID test results 
among players, coaches and hockey staff, there have been a low number 
of positive cases that have resulted in concerning symptoms or serious 
illness," the statement said. "Therefore, the NHLPA’s and NHL’s medical 
experts have determined that, with virtually all players and club hockey 
staff fully vaccinated, the need to temporarily shut down individual teams 
should continue to be made on a case-by-case basis." 

The league on Saturday released enhanced protocols for players and 
club personnel. 

The rules include a prohibition on players dining at indoor restaurants 
while on the road, locker room access limited to players and club 
traveling personnel, daily testing and team meetings being held virtually. 

It also requires mask wearing inside team facilities and during travel. The 
memo reminded teams that masks are required on team charters and 
said that some charter companies had been complaining about "non-
compliance with this requirement and ask for your strict adherence to it." 

The NHL went to five Olympics from 1998 to 2014 but sat out the 2018 
Games. 

Owners generally don't like shutting down the league to send players, 
believing that it takes momentum from the season. But players take pride 
in playing for their countries. 
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This season, though, some have expressed concern about whether they 
would face a long quarantine if they tested positive while in Beijing. 
Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner, who's from Sweden, 
already has said he would skip the Olympics. 
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USA TODAY / COVID-19 continues to disrupt sports world: NBA 
postpones three games Sunday, five total 

 

STEVE GARDNER   | USA TODAY 

 

COVID-19 continues to disrupt the sports world. 

With three Week 15 NFL games already delayed due to outbreaks, the 
NBA has postponed three of Sunday's scheduled games: Cleveland 
Cavaliers at Atlanta Hawks, Denver Nuggets at Brooklyn Nets, and New 
Orleans Pelicans at Philadelphia 76ers. 

The Hawks were already going to be without point guard Trae Young -- 
who was placed in the league's health and safety protocols on Sunday. 
Meanwhile, the Cavaliers had five more players test positive in the past 
24 hours.  

In addition the league postponed two other games later in the week, 
Monday's contest between the Orlando Magic and Toronto Raptors, as 
well as Tuesday's game between the Washington Wizards and the Nets.  

In addition, the Los Angeles Lakers will not have coach Frank Vogel on 
the bench for their game against the Chicago Bulls. Assistant David 
Fizdale will be the team's acting head coach after Vogel and swingman 
Kent Bazemore were placed in the league's COVID protocols. 

NHL hit, too 

The NHL said it was postponing all pre-Christmas games that involve 
crossing the U.S.-Canada border. 

The league and players association also said they wer revisiting whether 
it should send players to the Beijing Olympics and would announce a 
decision in the coming days. 

The Washington Capitals said forward T.J. Oshie would be unavailable 
for Sunday’s game against the Los Angeles Kings because of COVID 
protocol. Forwards Nicklas Backstrom and Evgeny Kuznetsov went on 
the list over the past week.  

Kings forward Phillip Danault also entered protocol before Sunday's 
game. 

Meanwhile, the Columbus Blue Jackets canceled practice on Sunday 
and announced that forwards Boone Jenner and Jack Roslovic, plus 
defenseman Gabriel Carlsson were entering protocol. The Blue Jackets 
are scheduled to play in Buffalo on Monday night. 

No Sean Payton 

On the gridiron, New Orleans Saints head coach Sean Payton won't be 
on the sidelines for the team's game at Tampa Bay tonight after testing 
positive for COVID. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 12.20.2021 

 


