
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2021 

 

 

 

Hurricanes skaters on edge as NHL weighs player participation in Beijing Olympics 

By Chip Alexander 

Frederik Andersen badly wants to be a part of an historic 
hockey appearance by Denmark in the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. 

Teuvo Teravainen has long dreamed of playing in the 
Olympics, perhaps bringing a gold medal back to Finland for 
the first time. 

For Nino Niederreiter, playing in the 2022 Beijing Olympics 
would mark a return, having first competed for Switzerland in 
Sochi in 2014 before being denied another chance in 2018 
when the NHL opted out. 

But those Carolina Hurricanes players and others are quickly 
coming to accept that NHL players probably will not be 
allowed to compete in Beijing. COVID-19, possible lengthy 
quarantines in China for those who test positive for the virus, 
and the need to make up postponed NHL games during the 
February window set aside for the Olympics, will likely result 
in the NHL and NHL Players Association deciding to have 
the players stay put. 

The NHL and NHLPA has said a final decision should be 
announced soon. 

“If we do get to go it will be a huge bonus,” Andersen said 
Monday. “It’s something I haven’t done yet. Obviously with 
Denmark it’s the first chance to go this year. 

“It obviously would be a cool experience. Obviously right now 
it’s definitely very unpredictable what happens tomorrow, so 
I’m trying not to get caught up in everything and just go about 
my business and think about what I can control.” 

Denmark qualified for its first Olympics in August, beating 
Norway 2-0 in a final qualification round. Andersen, as 
consistently good as any goalie in the NHL this season, likely 
would be Denmark’s starter in net. 

The Canes should be well represented if the NHL does allow 
its players to go to Beijing — and they then make the 
decision to go. 

Both Teravainen and Sebastian Aho figure to be on Finland’s 
roster (Aho has already been selected). Niederreiter appears 
a lock for Switzerland, and other potential Olympians could 
include defenseman Jaccob Slavin (USA) and forwards 
Andrei Svechnikov (Russia), Martin Necas (Czech Republic), 
Vincent Trocheck (USA) and Jesper Fast (Sweden). 

The uncertainty of COVID-19 

The pandemic has made so much uncertain. Players 
continue to be added daily to the NHL COVID list — 
defenseman Brendan Smith was placed in the protocol 
Monday, the eighth Canes player currently on the list. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, like everyone else, is 
awaiting a final call on the Olympics, but said bypassing the 
Games and making up postponed games might be the “safe 
decision.” 

Yes, players are aching to experience an Olympics. But a 
nightmare scenario for an Olympian would be testing positive 
while in China and being forced to quarantine for, say, three 
to five weeks before being allowed to leave the country. 

“I don’t know who would want to go under those 
circumstances,” said Brind’Amour, who competed for 
Canada in 1998. “I put myself in that situation, with family, 
there’s zero chance you’d run the risk of being stuck over 
there. That alone makes it not too enticing.” 

Not the first time players miss the Olympics 

The NHL withheld its players from the 2018 Games in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, after disputes with the 
International Olympic Committee over costs incurred by the 
players for such items as travel and insurance. There also 
were concerns about injuries during the Olympics that would 
have a big impact on an NHL team’s play after the Olympics. 

Aho and Teravainen were hopeful of being a part of Team 
Finland in 2018 but that went by the boards for the NHL 
guys. Maybe 2022, they said then. 

“It’s always been my dream to play in the Olympics,” 
Teravainen said Monday. “As a hockey player that’s one of 
the biggest places you can be. To play for your national team 
is something that is awesome.” 

Finland has twice taken back silver medals from the 
Olympics — in 1988 and 2006 — and has been a bronze-
medal winner four times, including Sochi in 2014. Aho won a 
gold medal for Finland in the 2016 World Junior 
Championship and both Aho and Teravainen wanted to 
shine on the big stage for their home country. 

“It’s too bad,” Teravainen said. “I really haven’t had a chance 
to play and it looks again like there’s no chance. It’s not 
great.” 

And if the NHL guys are allowed to go, would they still go? 
That’s another big question. 

“It is a concern, being stuck over there through the whole 
quarantine,” Niederreiter said Monday. “But at the end of the 
day when you have a chance to represent your country its a 
huge honor and you want to do it. At the same time, there’s a 
lot at stake. 

“We just need to see what the decision will be and whatever 
the case will be, we’ll see how it goes.” 
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Hurricanes wait for what's next as COVID clouds season outlook 

By Ryan Bisesi 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes are not alone in 
facing quarantines, roster moves and schedule changes as 
the NHL and the entire sports universe tries to make 
arrangements around a sudden spate of COVID-19 cases. 

Along with the new restriction brought down by the NHL and 
the NHL Players Association that no team will be able to 
travel across the Canadian border through Dec. 23, players 
are dealing with the real possibility that they may not be 
traveling to Beijing for the Olympics. 

The Winter Olympics hockey tournament is scheduled for 
Feb. 3-20. The league is expected to make an 
announcement on that in the coming days. 

"It's always been my dream to play in the Olympics," said 
Teuvo Teravainen. "It looks like, again, there's no chance of 
that." 

The Hurricanes navigated through a COVID-19 outbreak last 
week that had six players in quarantine, including Sebastin 
Aho, Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechnikov. 

"It's different times, for sure. You just have to battle through 
this," Teravainen said. 

With Sunday's game against Nashville called off due to 
increasing positive COVID cases for the Predators and the 
Hurricanes' previously-scheduled game in Ottawa 
postponed, the team won't play again for a week. They are 
scheduled to host the Florida Panthers on Dec. 27. 

"Right now, it's more of a mental break," said coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. "You're not really pushing on the systems stuff 
too much. It's all about trying to keep their conditioning and 
their legs. Whenever we get back to playing, hopefully those 
guys won't be too far behind on where they were." 

Carolina is coming off back-to-back home wins against the 
Detroit Red Wings and the Los Angeles Kings. 

Brind'Amour says the team is taking a day-by-day approach 
to the uncertainty of the season. 

"The issue really is for us, and everyone, is that we don't 
know," Brind’Amour said. "Nobody really knows what's going 
on here moving forward." 

The NHL has shut down seven teams in an effort to salvage 
the season as COVID-19 outbreaks spread across the 
league. The Toronto Maple Leafs, Detroit Red Wings, 
Colorado Avalanche, Florida Panthers, Calgary Flames, 
Nashville Predators and Boston Bruins have all paused 
operations. 

The NHL is reportedly shutting down beginning Wednesday 
and will allow teams to resume team activities and testing on 
Sunday.  

Brind’Amour confirmed that Martin Nečas was in concussion 
protocol after absorbing a hit from Los Angeles Kings 
defenseman Sean Durzi. 

Carolina is tied with Washington atop the Metropolitan 
Division with 43 points and a league-high 21 wins. 

"This team, it's hard not to be proud of the guys and how 
they play every night," Brind’Amour said. "Regardless of 
where we are in the standings, this and that, that's obviously 
the number one thing we look at ... I'd be proud of the way 
we played to this point." 

In September, the Hurricanes announced all players and 
coaches are fully vaccinated against the virus. 
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Update: Postponed Games & COVID-19 Protocol List 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes were slated to play 
a pair of games this upcoming week before entering the 
league's holiday break on Friday. Those will no longer 
happen. 

The team was set to play the Boston Bruins on Tuesday 
night, however, due to COVID-19 Protocols impacting the 
Bruins organization, the game was postponed by the league 
on Saturday. 

Then, Sunday afternoon the NHL announced that cross-
border travel will not take place over the next four days, thus 
taking Thursday's meeting with Ottawa off the table. 

These two postponements come after the team's contest 
against Nashville that was set for Sunday was also moved to 
date to be determined. This means that the team will not take 
to the ice for game action again until at least Monday, 
December 27, when they are currently scheduled to host the 
Florida Panthers at PNC Arena. 

Albeit disappointing to Caniacs who were looking forward to 
watch their team play this week, the impromptu break does 
benefit the team, whose COVID-19 Protocol themselves 
reached 11 on Monday. Sunday it was announced that 
forward Stefan Noesen was added and then this morning 
defenseman Brendan Smith also joined the list. Eight of the 
aforementioned 11 are skaters, and thus with the team now 
not playing, they will not have to move forward without them 
in their lineup, after already having played two games with an 
irregular cast. 

The eight in COVID-19 Protocol at this time and their date of 
entering are as follows: 

• Sebastian Aho - December 13 

• Seth Jarvis - December 13 

• Ian Cole - December 14 

• Steven Lorentz - December 14 

• Jordan Staal - December 14 

• Andrei Svechnikov - December 14 

• Stefan Noesen - December 19 

• Brendan Smith - December 20 

Two of the remaining three in protocol are team staff 
members, one being Message Therapist Mike Maresca, who 
tested positive on December 13. Goaltending Coach Paul 
Schoenfelder was added to the list on Friday, December 17, 
one day ahead of the team's meeting with Los Angeles. 

Excluding Noesen and Smith, the first six listed skaters from 
the group would all first be eligible to return for the team's 
game against Florida, again, that is presently scheduled for 
one week from today. However, as we saw with Ethan Bear 
and his return from the protocol list, this does not ensure that 
they all will be back in the lineup that night. Noesen will be 
out of action until at least December 29 and Smith until 
December 30. 

As a trickle down from the team now in the midst of a nine-
day span without games, the team made four roster moves 
yesterday, allowing four of the club's recent recalls to return 
to the Chicago Wolves (AHL). Jack Drury, Josh Leivo, 
Andrew Poturalski and C.J. Smith have now all rejoined the 
Canes top developmental affiliate, who is right now set to 
skate Wednesday and Thursday of this week against the 
Cleveland Monsters. The additions are welcomed for the 
club, as they've won 12 consecutive games dating back to 
Saturday, November 20. 
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By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes, or rather, the 
select few from the roster that are healthy and able to, took 
to the ice Monday morning for a practice at Wake 
Competition Center. 

Already without seven players to start the day due to COVID-
19 Protocols, the team's list grew once more at the onset of 
the skate, with the team announcing that defenseman 
Brendan Smith had been added as well. Bringing the 
organization's impacted list to a new total of 11, the team's 
session was also without two more regular members of the 
lineup - Jesper Fast and Martin Necas. 

In the words of Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour, Fast "was 
given an extra day", which is understandable given how his 
workload has increased due to the team playing with just 10 
forwards on Thursday and then another elevated ice time of 
just under 17 minutes in Saturday's win. Fast handled the 
promoted role quite nicely, posting back-to-back multi-point 
games for the first time in his career. 

On the Necas front, the news was not as encouraging, with 
Brind'Amour sharing that #88 has entered concussion 
protocol. The Canes winger left during that same win on 
Saturday after being hit up high by Kings defenseman Sean 
Durzi during the first period. There is no timetable for his 
return at this point. 

So, without the three listed above, the seven other skaters 
impacted by the virus and the four others reassigned to 
Chicago yesterday, a grand total of ten skaters were present 
and on the ice. 

"You're not really pushing too much on systems or anything 
like that, it's just about conditioning and trying to keep their 
legs," Brind'Amour responded when asked how he handles a 
day like today given all of the circumstances and not having 
any games on the schedule until at least next Monday. 
"Hopefully, whenever we get back to playing, those guys 
won't be too far behind from where they were." 

The team's next game currently scheduled is against the 
Florida Panthers on Monday, December 27. On Friday, 

December 17 the NHL postponed all of the Panthers games 
through at least the 27th, but not to be forgotten is that that 
news does not absolutely guarantee that they will be back to 
action on that date. On the same chord, during the Canes' 
practice today the league put a pause on the Montreal 
Canadians season until the same time frame. After the 
scheduled meeting between Florida and Carolina on the 
27th, Montreal is supposed to be the team that comes to 
town after that, slated to play at PNC Arena on Thursday, 
December 30. 

"At the end of the day, we're still on the very good side of the 
world," Nino Niederreiter chimed in with when taking a step 
back from the hectic nature of both his team and the league 
at the moment. "We're still in a very fortunate situation that 
we're able to do what we love. We just have to look at it that 
way. It sucks to not be playing and hopefully nobody is 
feeling too bad because of COVID, but right now it's just day-
by-day and we'll go from there." 

While the picture remains foggy in regards to the team's 
upcoming schedule - whether they'll be practicing or if they'll 
be given time away from the rink in hopes of keeping the 
healthy, healthy - all that's transpired over the last seven 
days hasn't been all negative, according to Frederik 
Andersen. 

"We've had some challenges and everyone on the team has 
embraced that," the team's netminder offered. "Everyone has 
doubled down and focused on what they need to bring to the 
team and I think that's why we've had success [in our last 
two games]. For me, personally, I've just been focusing on 
what I can do to help the team win and not wasting energy 
on all those uncontrollable circumstances that have popped 
up. We're just trying to battle for the guys that are out and we 
wish they could be playing, but it's been cool to see some of 
the younger guys come into the lineup, having good nights 
and helping us get the wins." 

It's safe to say that Andersen's done a nice job of blocking 
out the distractions, as he's now won his last five 
appearances, allowing a total of just eight goals during that 
span. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Golden Knights climbing; Rangers slide 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we start to 
see some of the expected contenders separating themselves 
from the rest of the pack in the league. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back in the top spot, the Tampa 
Bay Lightning inch closer to the top spot, and the Vegas 
Golden Knights make a return to the top-10. 

Meanwhile, the Florida Panthers, Minnesota Wild, and New 
York Rangers all hit their first slumps of the season and see 
a little bit of a slide. 

It has been a wild couple of weeks in the NHL as more than 
30 games have been postponed and some teams have their 
seasons put on hold until after the Christmas break. 

We will be taking a look at all of those teams and more. 

Where does your team sit this week? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 2). Frederik Andersen‘s 
resurgence has been one of the bigger surprises in the NHL 
this season, and it is making the Hurricanes a clear Stanley 
Cup favorite. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 5). Nikita Kucherov has played 
only three games and Brayden Point has played in only 16 
games. They are two of the top players in the league. Even 
without them the Lightning still have the league’s second 
best points percentage and are 17-3-3 in their past 23 games 
since start the season 2-3-1. An insanely deep organization. 
Keep in mind that along with the absences of Kucherov and 
Point they also had to replace their entire third line this 
offseason. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 3). Before their season was 
paused they were one of the best teams in the league. They 
still are. 

4. Florida Panthers (LW: 1). The Panthers have lost four out 
of their past five games including an ugly 8-2 loss to the 
Senators this past week. 

5. Washington Capitals (LW: 6). Alex Ovechkin is going to 
add another record to his collection soon (power play goals) 
and perhaps another MVP award. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 9). They are on a roll right now 
(12-2-1 past 15 games; seven game-winning streak) thanks 
to some great offseason additions that slid under the radar 
and some underrated and overlooked depth. They also seem 
to be getting closer to an Evgeni Malkin return. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 11). Sometimes easy to forget 
this team still has a Jack Eichel return/debut looming in the 
second half of the season. 

8. Nashville Predators (LW: 10). Not only did they need 
Juuse Saros to repeat his 2020-21 performance they needed 
some big bounce back seasons from their big money 
players. All of that is happening. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 8). One of the many teams put 
on pause. Their dropping one spot is more of a reflection of 
the teams ahead of them simply getting a chance to play and 
keep winning. 

10. Minnesota Wild (LW: 4). This is a steep drop from the 
top-five, but it is the confluence of a three-game losing streak 
for the Wild meeting at a bunch of winning streaks for a lot of 
other teams. The Wild are not going away, though. 

11. New York Rangers (LW: 7). They are simply a different 
team with Igor Shesterkin in the lineup. 

12. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 13). Still the biggest surprise in the 
NHL this season for a lot of reasons. But man are they fun to 
watch thanks to Trevor Zegras. 

13. St. Louis Blues (LW: 14). Vladimir Tarasenko‘s rebound 
has been signifiant, but so has been the addition of Pavel 
Buchnevich. What a steal. 

14. Boston Bruins (LW: 12). They still have some big 
questions to answer with this roster when their season 
resumes after Christmas. 

15. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 18). When Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl help set up three or four goals per game, they 
win. When those two do not do that, they lose. It is that 
simple. 

16. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 15). Paul Maurice basically firing 
himself was not something we expected this season. 

17. Calgary Flames (LW: 17). The overall record is strong 
but they were trending in the wrong direction before they 
started having games postponed. 

18. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 23). The playoffs still seem like 
a real long shot but Bruce Boudreau might make this 
interesting. 

19. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 19). Whether they make the 
playoffs this season or not is not really important. What is 
important is they have a real core of young stars to build 
around for the next decade and beyond. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 24). Losing 10 in a row followed 
by a five-game point streak (4-0-1) is exactly what you 
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should expect from the Flyers. It is their identity every single 
season. 

21. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 21). They are hanging in the 
playoff race and have not yet seen their impressive prospect 
core get a chance to make a major impact yet. Future is 
bright here. 

22. Dallas Stars (LW: 16). Every time it looks like their 
season is going to go in some direction, either positive or 
negative, they completely reverse course. No idea what they 
are. 

23. San Jose Sharks (LW: 20). James Reimer‘s performance 
and Erik Karlsson‘s bounce back are keeping them in it more 
than anybody expected. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 22). They have just two 
wins, and only one regulation win, over the past month. 

25. New York Islanders (LW: 26). Assume it takes 95 points 
to make the Eastern Conference playoffs. That means the 
Islanders need 73 points in their remaining 56 games. That 
would be a .651 points percentage. The Islanders’ 
cumulative points percentage between the 2018-19 and 
2020-21 seasons (when they made the playoffs all three 
years, won seven playoff series, and reached the past two 
Conference Finals/Semifinal rounds) was .617. So in other 
words, for the remainder of the season they have be better 

than they were over the past three full seasons just to have a 
shot at the playoffs. 

26. Ottawa Senators (LW: 27). They have been really 
competitive lately against some of the best teams in the 
league. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 24). They are better 
defensively since the coaching change but the offense is 
lousy and non-existent every single night. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 30). Malcolm Subban made the 
save of the year so far, so they have that going for them this 
week. 

29. Seattle Kraken (LW: 29). They never should have been 
expected to duplicate what the Golden Knights did but this 
season still seems like a bit of a disappointment. 

30. New Jersey Devils (LW: 28). Disappointing lack of 
progress here this season. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). The best development here is 
that maybe some players have lifted their trade value this 
season. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 32). Difficult to find many 
positives here this season. 
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Takes a village to build a streak 

The Chicago Wolves will carry a 12-game winning streak into 
Wednesday’s game at Cleveland. If the Wolves defeat the 
Monsters, they’ll set a franchise record for longest winning 
streak and tie the American Hockey League’s longest 
winning streak over the last three years. 

While the big scorers like captain Andrew Poturalski and C.J. 
Smith (the AHL’s top two point producers) and the big-time 
goaltenders like Alex Lyon and Eetu Makiniemi (two of the 
AHL’s top four in goals-against average) have received a lot 
of the attention over the last month, praise for this squad’s 
success deserves to be spread among all 29 players who 
have suited up over the last 12 games. 

“We just play,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky, 
lauding his team’s work ethic. “We just keep playing. It 
doesn’t matter the situation. Power play. PK. We go up a 
goal, we go down a goal. We just keep playing. And it’s 
credit to the group in (the dressing room). Whoever puts on a 
jersey is playing toward our identity.” 

With seven players recalled from loan by the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes (forwards Poturalski, Smith, Jack Drury, Josh 
Leivo and Stefan Noesen and defensemen Jalen Chatfield 
and Max Lajoie) and a few others dealing with injuries, the 
Wolves called up six players from the ECHL to help fill the 
gaps. Despite missing their top five scorers Friday and 
Saturday against the Milwaukee Admirals, the Wolves still 
had enough firepower and enough confidence to win those 
games and extend the team’s streak to 12 games. 

“I hope that they feel confident. I feel the best hockey player 
is a confident one,” Warsofsky said. “So we try our best to do 
that — and have a game plan for what we want to do in 
certain situations. And the guys are buying into that.” 

A BIG HELP TO THE ‘canes 

The Carolina Hurricanes boast the NHL’s best record (21-7-
1) and several members of the Wolves have helped them 
rise to the top. On Thursday, 21-year-old Winnetka native 
Jack Drury scored in his NHL debut and Andrew Poturalski 
earned his first NHL point (an assist) in a 5-3 win over 
Detroit. On Saturday, Drury scored again, Poturalski added 
an assist and Josh Leivo handed out an assist in Carolina’s 
5-1 win over Los Angeles. 

GET READY FOR THE CHICAGO NEW YEAR’S CLASSIC! 

For the first time in team history, the Wolves host a game on 
New Year’s Day. What better way to ring in 2022 than with 
the Wolves and Rockford in the Chicago New Year’s Classic, 

presented by Planet Fitness! The first 5,000 fans to enter 
Allstate Arena for the 7 p.m. game get a Rally Towel 
courtesy of Planet Fitness. To get 30% off tickets (a limited-
time deal), click here and use the code “CLASSIC” 

THANK YOU FOR DONATING 

The Wolves offer a huge thank you to all of the people who 
volunteered their time and their whole blood to make 
Saturday’s blood drive with Vitalant a huge success! 

Vitalant received more than 130 donations at Allstate Arena’s 
Skyline Room, which will make a big difference over the 
holidays as there are always critical shortages at this time of 
year. 

TOP LINE 

ALEX LYON 

The veteran goaltender from Yale earned two more wins last 
week — Thursday vs. Manitoba and Saturday vs. Milwaukee 
—to improve his record to 9-1-1. His 1.79 goals-against 
average ranks second in the AHL. During the Wolves’ 12-
game winning streak, Lyon owns a 6-0-0 record with 2 
shutouts, a 1.63 goals-against average and a .940 save 
percentage. 

EETU MAKINIEMI 

The rookie goaltender from Finland earned one win last 
week — a shutout Friday night at Milwaukee — to improve 
his record 11-2-1. His 2.06 goals-against average ranks 
fourth in the AHL. During the Wolves’ 12-game winning 
streak, Makiniemi owns a 6-0-0 record with 1 shutout, a 1.82 
goals-against average and a .927 save percentage. 

DAVID COTTON 

As a rookie last year, Cotton led the Wolves with 14 goals in 
26 games. But injuries set him back for a month. Given a 
chance to move up the lineup with the team’s top five scorers 
in the NHL, Cotton stepped up by scoring the game-tying 
goal in the third period of Thursday’s win over Manitoba and 
scoring the game-winner in Saturday’s victory over 
Milwaukee. 

  

REWIND (3-0-0-0) 

SATURDAY, DEC. 18: (at) CHICAGO 4, MILWAUKEE 2  
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 The Wolves produced their franchise-record-tying 
12th straight win as they scored almost every way 
possible: Even-strength, on the power play, short-
handed and with an empty net. 

 Forwards David Gust, Jamieson Rees, David 
Cotton and Spencer Smallman scored goals while 
Cotton and Smallman earned the primary assist on 
each other’s goals. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon posted 29 saves to win his 
sixth start in a row. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 17: CHICAGO 1, (at) MILWAUKEE 0 (OT) 

 After 60 scoreless minutes — the 11th scoreless 
regulation in Wolves history — forward Dominik 
Bokk scored 2:50 into overtime to give the Wolves 
their 11th consecutive win. 

 Bokk’s game-winner was unassisted as he dashed 
up the right wing, pivoted in the high slot and fired a 
wrister from the top of the left circle that beat 
goaltender Connor Ingram. 

 Goaltender Eetu Makiniemi stopped 25 saves for 
his second shutout and sixth straight win. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 16: (AT) CHICAGO 4, MANITOBA 3  

 Forward Josh Leivo’s highlight-reel goal with 1.1 
seconds left not only completed a rally from a 3-1 

deficit, it pushed the Wolves to their 10th straight 
win — second-longest streak in team history. 

 Defenseman Artyom Serikov and forwards Maxim 
Letunov and David Cotton also scored goals while 
Leivo and forward Jamieson Rees each posted two 
assists. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon notched a season-high 33 
saves to win his fifth game in a row. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Wednesday, 
Dec. 22 

at 
Cleveland 

6 p.m. 
Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse 

AHLTV 

Thursday, 
Dec. 23 

at 
Cleveland 

6 p.m. 
Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse 

AHLTV 

Friday, Dec. 
31 

at Rockford 6 p.m. MetroCentre AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Jan. 1 

vs. 
Rockford 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Sunday, Jan. 
2 

vs. Grand 
Rapids 

3 p.m. Allstate Arena AHLTV  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256739272.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-wait-for-what-s-next-as-covid-clouds-season-outlook/20044144/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/update-postponed-games-and-covid-19-protocol-list/c-329169250 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/practice-report-battling-through-it/c-329177114 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2021/12/20/nhl-power-rankings-vegas-golden-knights-climbing-new-york-rangers-slide/ 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/20/takes-a-village-to-build-a-streak/ 
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Hurricanes skaters on edge as NHL weighs player participation in Beijing 
Olympics 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

DECEMBER 20, 2021 3:49 PM 

 

Frederik Andersen badly wants to be a part of an historic hockey 
appearance by Denmark in the 2022 Winter Olympics. 

Teuvo Teravainen has long dreamed of playing in the Olympics, perhaps 
bringing a gold medal back to Finland for the first time. 

For Nino Niederreiter, playing in the 2022 Beijing Olympics would mark a 
return, having first competed for Switzerland in Sochi in 2014 before 
being denied another chance in 2018 when the NHL opted out. 

But those Carolina Hurricanes players and others are quickly coming to 
accept that NHL players probably will not be allowed to compete in 
Beijing. COVID-19, possible lengthy quarantines in China for those who 
test positive for the virus, and the need to make up postponed NHL 
games during the February window set aside for the Olympics, will likely 
result in the NHL and NHL Players Association deciding to have the 
players stay put. 

The NHL and NHLPA has said a final decision should be announced 
soon. 

“If we do get to go it will be a huge bonus,” Andersen said Monday. “It’s 
something I haven’t done yet. Obviously with Denmark it’s the first 
chance to go this year. 

“It obviously would be a cool experience. Obviously right now it’s 
definitely very unpredictable what happens tomorrow, so I’m trying not to 
get caught up in everything and just go about my business and think 
about what I can control.” 

Denmark qualified for its first Olympics in August, beating Norway 2-0 in 
a final qualification round. Andersen, as consistently good as any goalie 
in the NHL this season, likely would be Denmark’s starter in net. 

The Canes should be well represented if the NHL does allow its players 
to go to Beijing — and they then make the decision to go. 

Both Teravainen and Sebastian Aho figure to be on Finland’s roster (Aho 
has already been selected). Niederreiter appears a lock for Switzerland, 
and other potential Olympians could include defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
(USA) and forwards Andrei Svechnikov (Russia), Martin Necas (Czech 
Republic), Vincent Trocheck (USA) and Jesper Fast (Sweden). 

The pandemic has made so much uncertain. Players continue to be 
added daily to the NHL COVID list — defenseman Brendan Smith was 
placed in the protocol Monday, the eighth Canes player currently on the 
list. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, like everyone else, is awaiting a final call 
on the Olympics, but said bypassing the Games and making up 
postponed games might be the “safe decision.” 

Yes, players are aching to experience an Olympics. But a nightmare 
scenario for an Olympian would be testing positive while in China and 
being forced to quarantine for, say, three to five weeks before being 
allowed to leave the country. 

“I don’t know who would want to go under those circumstances,” said 
Brind’Amour, who competed for Canada in 1998. “I put myself in that 
situation, with family, there’s zero chance you’d run the risk of being 
stuck over there. That alone makes it not too enticing.” 

The NHL withheld its players from the 2018 Games in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, after disputes with the International Olympic Committee 
over costs incurred by the players for such items as travel and insurance. 
There also were concerns about injuries during the Olympics that would 
have a big impact on an NHL team’s play after the Olympics. 

Aho and Teravainen were hopeful of being a part of Team Finland in 
2018 but that went by the boards for the NHL guys. Maybe 2022, they 
said then. 

“It’s always been my dream to play in the Olympics,” Teravainen said 
Monday. “As a hockey player that’s one of the biggest places you can be. 
To play for your national team is something that is awesome.” 

Finland has twice taken back silver medals from the Olympics — in 1988 
and 2006 — and has been a bronze-medal winner four times, including 
Sochi in 2014. Aho won a gold medal for Finland in the 2016 World 
Junior Championship and both Aho and Teravainen wanted to shine on 
the big stage for their home country. 

“It’s too bad,” Teravainen said. “I really haven’t had a chance to play and 
it looks again like there’s no chance. It’s not great.” 

And if the NHL guys are allowed to go, would they still go? That’s another 
big question. 

“It is a concern, being stuck over there through the whole quarantine,” 
Niederreiter said Monday. “But at the end of the day when you have a 
chance to represent your country its a huge honor and you want to do it. 
At the same time, there’s a lot at stake. 

“We just need to see what the decision will be and whatever the case will 
be, we’ll see how it goes.” 
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Panthers were poised to be represented in Olympics. COVID-19 is likely 
changing that 

 

Jordan McPherson 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2021 

 

 

Two months from now, in a perfect world, Jonathan Huberdeau would 
likely be wrapping up his time in Beijing as the 2022 Winter Olympics 
draw to a close. If things worked out as expected, the Florida Panthers’ 
All-Star winger would make his way back to South Florida with a medal 
around his neck after playing on a loaded Canada roster. 

But this is far from a perfect world and things are not working out as 
expected. 

COVID-19 is running rampant through the National Hockey League. The 
NHL officially moved up its Holiday Break to begin Wednesday instead of 
Friday, postponing all team activities through Saturday. This came after 
nine teams (including the Panthers) were already shut down for the week 
due to outbreaks inside their organizations. 

The NHL’s uptick in cases is also likely set to make an impact on the 
international scale. 

In a Sunday press release, the NHL and NHL Players Association said 
they are “actively discussing the matter of NHL Player participation in the 
2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, China, and expect to be in a position to 
announce a final determination in the coming days.” The NHL has until 
Jan. 10 to make a decision without facing financial penalty. 

The NHL had previously granted permission for its players to take part in 
the 2022 Olympics in February and added a three-week break in its 
schedule to accommodate such decisions. 

Huberdeau and Aaron Ekblad both have consistently been projected to 
Canada’s 25-player roster, and they’re not the only Panthers who under 
normal circumstances would likely be representing their home countries 
in February. 

Center and team captain Aleksander Barkov was already named to 
Finland’s Olympic team. Rookie center Anton Lundell has been under 
consideration as well in addition to defenseman Markus Nutivaara (who 
has not played a game for Florida this season due to an injury at the end 
of training camp). 

Sergei Bobrovsky has been projected to be one of the three goalies for 
the Russian Olympic Committee along with the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 
Andrei Vasilevskiy and the New York Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin. 

But players are expressing concerns after the International Olympic 
Committee said any athlete who tests positive for COVID-19 in China will 
need to produce two negative results 24 hours apart or else they could 
be subjected to a quarantine period in China lasting anywhere from three 
to five weeks. 

“I think all the players are worried about that,” Huberdeau said last week. 
“You don’t want to stay there and be stuck in China. Obviously, it’s 
something we have to talk about.” 

But in the moment, the Olympics weren’t Huberdeau’s primary focus 
when he made those comments. 

He was speaking shortly after the Panthers’ morning skate ahead of their 
matchup against the Los Angeles Kings. Florida was down seven players 
due to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols at that point — a group that 
included defensemen Aaron Ekblad, Radko Gudas and Brandon Montour 
as well as forwards Sam Bennett, Carter Verhaeghe Frank Vatrano and 
Ryan Lomberg. 

“It’s about everybody staying safe and being healthy,” Huberdeau said 
Thursday. “Obviously it’s not easy seeing guys going into protocols.” 

The Panthers played that game against the Kings with just 16 available 
skaters — two fewer than usual on game day. Four of the 16 were 
players called up hours before puck drop from the Charlotte Checkers, 
Florida’s American Hockey League affiliate. The Panthers lost 4-1. 

Their season was shut down one day later and remains that way through 
at least the end of the week. 

And before the league made the decision Monday night to fully stop play 
this week, it wasn’t just the Panthers. Eight other teams — the Calgary 
Flames, Colorado Avalanche, Boston Bruins, Nashville Predators, 
Toronto Maple Leafs, Detroit Red Wings and, as of Monday morning, the 
Montreal Canadiens and Columbus Blue Jackets — have also been shut 
down until Sunday because of internal COVID-19 outbreaks of various 
degrees. All cross-border games this week had alrady been postponed 
as well — eliminating 12 scheduled matchups between United States-
based teams and Canada-based teams. 

The NHL has now postponed 44 games in December. 

“Players will report back to their Clubs on Dec. 26, which shall be used 
for testing, practice and/or travel only,” reads a joint statement from the 
NHL and NHL Players Association released late Monday night. “Upon 
return from the Holiday Break to team facilities, no individual in the 
team’s Traveling Party shall enter the facility (other than for testing 
purposes) until they have a negative test result. Any practice scheduled 
for Dec. 26 must begin after 2:00 p.m. local time.” 
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Florida Panthers rookie Chase Priskie named AHL Player of the Week 

 

By George Richards  

 

Chase Priskie has had a busy few days. Not only was he called up to 
play for the Florida Panthers on Thursday night, but he played in four 
games for the Charlotte Checkers and was named the AHL Player of the 
Week for his effort. 

Priskie came into this week with six points in his first 18 AHL games with 
the Checkers — but he matched that in four games, helping Charlotte to 
a 3-1 record during that time. 

In between, Priskie — as well as Charlotte teammates Matt Kiersted, 
Grigori Denisenko and Cole Schwindt — were called up by the 
shorthanded Panthers to play Thursday against the Los Angeles Kings. 

Had the Panthers not had their season put on hold by the NHL due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak affecting the team, the four would have likely been in 
the lineup Saturday at Minnesota as well. 

The Panthers are paused, but we are not! 

Subscribe to FHN today for the most in-depth, daily coverage of the 
Florida Panthers anywhere! 

Instead, the Panthers sent the four (as well as Aleksi Heponiemi) back to 
Charlotte where they split a two-game series against Bridgeport over the 
weekend. 

All told, Priskie & Co. played five games in six days. 

To top things off, his fiancée Cydney Roesler tweeted that the two got 
married on Sunday night. 

Heck of a week indeed. 

Sunday night: got married  https://t.co/UF5R2rgIK5 

— Cydney Roesler (@croesler21) December 20, 2021 

On the ice, Priskie had two goals and six points for the Checkers while 
logging 25:29 against the Kings — second only to MacKenzie Weegar. 

It was a pretty good night for the former Jr. Panther who grew up playing 
on teams all over South Florida. 
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“He played exceptional,” Florida interim coach Brunette said after the 4-1 
loss to the Kings. 

“He used his feet, managed the game very well. He played great. 
Another guy I am so happy for. I am sure it feels good, at home, to play 
that kind of game here in front of friends and family. Great story. But he 
earned every minute he got tonight.” 

On Tuesday night, Priskie had a goal and three assists in Charlotte’s 
record-breaking 11-1 win  over Rochester. 

He added another assist the following night in a 4-2 win over the Amerks. 

On Thursday, he played for the Panthers and practiced with them on 
Friday morning before being sent back to Charlotte. 

Priskie got the game-winning goal Sunday afternoon against Bridgeport. 

“For me, it was coming in and doing a job,’’ Priskie said the day after 
playing with the Panthers. “We were missing some big-time d-men out 
there. I just came in to do my best. … 

”I know I can be an everyday player at this level. It’s just about having the 
confidence, playing with confidence, having a little swagger. I kind of felt 
that last night. I had some quality minutes last night and this was another 
step in the process of being an NHL player.” 

UP NEXT FOR THE PANTHERS 

FLORIDA AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Monday, Dec. 27; 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena; Raleigh, N.C.   

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 

All-time regular season series: Carolina leads 69-45-11, 8 ties 

This season: @Florida 5, Carolina 2 (Nov. 6) 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 12.21.2021 

1230214 Florida Panthers 

 

Jonas Johansson getting used to Florida after being claimed by Panthers 

 

By Colby Guy  

 

The Florida Panthers claimed Jonas Johansson off waivers on Dec. 13, 
just a day after they lost to his former Colorado Avalanche at the end of 
their previous road trip. 

Colorado placed Johansson on waivers in trying to get him to the AHL 
Colorado Eagles. 

Instead, he ended up with the Panthers. 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” Johansson said. “I was just kind of waiting 
to see what was going to happen. But I’m really happy I got to come 
here, so we’ll have to go from here.” 

Upon arriving in South Florida, Johansson got to experience something 
he never had before: 80-degree weather during the holiday season. 

“It’s probably the first time for me,” Johansson said. 

The 26-year-old is from Gävle, Sweden, and spent most of his playing 
career there. Drafted by the Buffalo Sabres in the third round in 2014, he 
has played in the AHL, ECHL and with the Sabres and Avs. 

The Panthers are paused, but we are not! 

Johansson has a 9-11-4 record with a .892/3.13 in his NHL career, 
putting up better numbers since being traded from Buffalo to Colorado 
last season. 

In 17 games with the Avalanche, ‘JoJo’ had an 8-3-2 record with a 
.895/2.90. 

That included one of the more important games of Colorado’s 2020-21 
season, where Johansson stopped 21 of 22 shots (.955) in a 5-1 win 
over the Los Angeles Kings on May 14. 

That win secured the Presidents’ Trophy for the Avalanche. 

“He’s a confident player right now,” Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar 
said after that win. 

“I thought he was really good tonight, made some big saves for us, 
especially when the game was 0-0, 1-1.” 

When Pavel Francouz went down with an injury during a preseason 
game on Oct. 6, 2021, Johansson got a chance to be Colorado’s main 
backup to start the season. 

With the Avalanche leaning on him heavily, he went 6-3-2 with a 
.885/3.73 during the season, struggling a bit near the end of his tenure in 
Denver. 

That stretch did include a performance that saw Johansson stop 34 of 
the 37 shots he faced (.919) in a 4-1 loss to the Panthers on Oct. 21. 

Now, Johansson looks to hit another level in Florida. He is already 
working with Robb Tallas, Roberto Luongo and the Panthers’ goaltending 
department. 

“I’m just trying to get better every day,” Johansson said. “I just met with 
[Tallas] and I think it was really good. I think we had good communication 
and it’s a good opportunity for positive things to happen, so I’m going to 
work hard and play my best.” 

On top of Luongo, who has the fourth-most goalie wins in NHL history, 
Johansson also gets to work with two-time Vezina Trophy winner Sergei 
Bobrovsky while continuing to develop as a young goaltender. 

He views it as a great learning experience. 

“Bobrovsky, obviously one of the best guys in the world, is a great guy to 
work with,” Johansson said. “Luongo is a legend, so now I can get into it 
and work with him as well.” 

Johansson was supposed to make his Panthers debut on Saturday in 
Minnesota, but that will be delayed with the NHL postponing all of 
Florida’s games through Christmas due to Covid-19 protocols. 

With No. 3 goalie Christopher Gibson hurt at AHL Charlotte, the Panthers 
claimed Johansson for depth and in the hope he can show something. 

With Johansson up with the Panthers — and the team facing a roster 
crunch — rookie Spencer Knight was sent to Charlotte where he made 
his AHL debut Saturday in a 5-1 loss to Bridgeport. 

“Whenever I get to play, I’m just super excited and happy about it,” 
Johansson said. “I’m just happy to be with the team.” 
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NHL shuts down Habs, Blue Jackets over holidays owing to COVID-19 
concerns 

 

Joshua Clipperton 
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The Montreal Canadiens and Columbus Blue Jackets are the latest NHL 
teams to be shut down by COVID-19 as the league limps towards its 
holiday break. 

The clubs were put on ice Monday until at least Dec. 26, joining the 
Calgary Flames, Toronto Maple Leafs, Boston Bruins, Colorado 
Avalanche, Detroit Red Wings, Florida Panthers and Nashville Predators. 

That means nearly one-third of the NHL is currently sidelined by the 
pandemic’s latest wave fuelled by the fast-spreading Omicron variant. 

The league issued a statement Monday with a line that’s been repeated 
over the past week, indicating the decision to shutter the Canadiens and 
Blue Jackets was made “due to concern with the number of positive 
cases within the last several days as well concern for continued COVID 
spread.” 

With more than 140 players and team staff currently in COVID-19 
protocol, the NHL has been forced to postpone 42 games so far this 
season, with 37 coming since last Monday alone. 

All but one NHL player – Detroit winger Tyler Bertuzzi – is vaccinated 
against the coronavirus. 

The Canadiens announced Sunday they were shutting down until Dec. 
26 as a preventive measure before the NHL made the move official less 
than 24 hours later. Montreal, along with the six other Canadian-based 
clubs, had already seen its remaining games before Christmas 
postponed after the league’s decision Sunday to pause cross-border 
travel. 

The NHL also said it would be announcing a decision with the players’ 
association on participation at the 2022 Beijing Olympics later this week. 

Columbus was supposed to play in Buffalo on Monday and then play 
host to the Sabres on Thursday, but both games have now been 
scratched. 

Elsewhere, the Edmonton Oilers announced defencemen Darnell Nurse 
and William Lagesson have been added to protocol, joining five 
teammates and head coach Dave Tippett. 

Meanwhile, the Calgary Flames, who have experienced the NHL’s 
biggest COVID-19 outbreak with 32 players and staff affected, have 
reopened their facility to members of the organization that have remained 
negative throughout daily testing. 

The team added in a post to Twitter that players and staff will be 
returning to the facility over the next week “as allowed after completing 
their required isolation period as per [Alberta Health Services] 
recommendations.” 

The Leafs announced Monday two members of their support staff have 
entered protocol, while the Ottawa Senators said assistant coach Davis 
Payne has also been added to the list. 

Toronto has seven players, including captain John Tavares and No. 1 
goalie Jack Campbell, in isolation along with head coach Sheldon Keefe 
and assistant Spencer Carbery. 

Canadiens winger Brendan Gallagher spoke with reporters Sunday – 
prior to the team being shut down – for the first time since he was 
sidelined by the coronavirus earlier this month. 

The 29-year-old said he had some “pretty tough symptoms” the first 
couple of days. 

“It got me hard just laying there, fighting it,” Gallagher told reporters in 
Brossard, Que. “But after two days I was good, and then it was eight 
days of me with my thoughts and a little bit of boredom in the house. I did 
some cleaning, played a lot of video games, watched a lot of movies, 
made a lot of phone calls and checked in on the guys quite a bit. 

“It took a while for me to get [COVID-19], but now that you went through 
it, you understand what everyone’s been going through.” 

Gallagher added there’s definitely been talk among players about a 
leaguewide pause to the schedule. 

“We’re having those conversations, for sure,” he said. “I understand the 
NHL’s standpoint. We’ve got to get an 82-game season in – we have to. 

“We knew we were going to have to deal with this, and this was a 
potential and a possibility.” 
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Omicron has hit hockey particularly hard, making it difficult to tell what’s 
on the table and what’s not 

 

Marty Klinkenberg 

 

At last count, the Maple Leafs had seven players and two coaches 
sidelined with COVID-19, and on Monday added two members of their 
support staff to the list.Chris Young/The Canadian Press 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have not played in a week and, at minimum, 
will go 13 days between games. And even that is not a sure thing. Their 
next scheduled contest is Dec. 27 in Columbus. Late Monday night the 
NHL put the season season on pause from Wednesday until at least 
Christmas. 

This is what happens when hockey and a more contagious new strand of 
COVID-19 intersect. No pro sports league has been spared, but hockey 
has been hit particularly hard. Toronto headed out for its longest western 
road swing of the season last week and returned seven days later having 
played just once. There is nothing like travelling 8,000 kilometres round 
trip to hide in hotel rooms in an unsuccessful stab at avoiding the 
Omicron variant. 

At last count, the Maple Leafs had seven players and two coaches 
sidelined with COVID-19, and on Monday added two members of their 
support staff to the list. They have had four games cancelled and that 
actually makes them quite fortunate. All but a few of Calgary’s players 
have tested positive. The Flames have had seven games scrubbed. If 
they face Edmonton on Dec. 27 as scheduled they will have been idle for 
16 days. 

That is the length of the Beijing Games. 

At this point, there appears to be little chance that NHL players will 
participate in the Winter Olympics. The league said Sunday it is in 
discussions with the players’ union and would arrive at a decision this 
week. 

“[If they don’t go] my opinion is that it is a smart decision,” Carolina head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. “I don’t know why anyone would 
want to go in these circumstances.” 

There are more than 140 players sidelined owing to COVID-19 and about 
50 games have now been postponed. 

In an 82-game season with a three-week break for the Olympics built in, 
the logistics of rescheduling are daunting. 

The Penguins’ game in Pittsburgh on Tuesday against New Jersey was 
one of the latest to be postponed “due to COVID-related issues affecting 
the Devils.” That is the way the NHL described it in a one-paragraph 
news release. The Penguins are also supposed to be at home on 
Thursday against the Philadelphia Flyers. 
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If that one is cancelled they won’t play again until Dec. 27. The Devils are 
already done now until after Boxing Day. 

It has gotten to where the league is using boilerplate language to share 
news of most postponements. 

The bigger issue is how to resolve the fixture logjam. 

Baseball teams can play seven-inning doubleheaders. Hockey isn’t so 
lucky. Abbreviated games are impractical and they still would not solve 
the cross-border travel issue. The NHL’s schedules are more 
complicated than other leagues’ because seven teams are in Canada. 
That has started to become an issue with the rapid rise in COVID-19 
infections and two countries with different health regulations. 

The league and players have already said they don’t want to go into a 
lengthy shutdown. They might not have a choice. If the arenas are 
available, could all the postponed games be made up while the league is 
shut down during the Olympic break? Could we see Canadian teams all 
back in one division while the latest wave is ridden out? 

It is hard to tell what is on the table and what’s not. 

On Monday, a game between Canadian and U.S. women’s hockey 
teams in Minnesota was cancelled owing to COVID-19 concerns. The 
teams have been on an exhibition tour. The rivals are scheduled to play 
again in Alberta on Jan. 3 and Jan. 6. 

Earlier the Oilers announced that their top defenceman, Darnell Nurse, 
and fellow blueliner William Lagesson had gone into COVID-19 protocol. 
That brings the team’s number of COVID-19 cases to eight. 

That Flames-Oilers game in Calgary on Dec. 27th? The only thing 
perfectly clear now is that nothing is perfectly clear. 

Canada pulled its team out of the Spengler Cup on Monday. So much is 
going on in the hockey world that it is barely worth a footnote. The world 
juniors are scheduled to start this weekend in Edmonton, and 
pretournament games are being reduced. Organizers have stopped 
selling tickets. 

Years ago, I worked with a newspaper editor who was extremely 
religious. He never ever cursed. In the midst of a computer-system 
meltdown one night, he turned to the rest of the newsroom and shouted, 
“We’re really in the pickle juice now here, boys!” 

We are indeed. 
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Canadiens prospect Kaiden Guhle named captain of Team Canada 
juniors 

Good news tempered by bad news as Mike Hoffman joins Habs 
teammates Artturi Lehkonen and Laurent Dauphin on NHL's COVID-19 
protocol list. 

 

Stu Cowan  Montreal Gazette 

 

There was good news and bad news for the Canadiens on Monday. 

The good news is that prospect Kaiden Guhle was named captain of 
Team Canada for the World Junior Hockey Championship. 

The bad news is that Mike Hoffman was added to the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol list, joining teammates Artturi Lehkonen and Laurent Dauphin, 
who were placed on the list during the weekend. There are a total of five 
Canadiens who have been placed on the protocol list this season, 
including Brendan Gallagher and Sami Niku, who spent 10 days in 

quarantine after being placed on the list on Dec. 2. Former GM Marc 
Bergevin also tested positive for COVID-19 on Nov. 19. 

More than 140 NHL players have been placed on the protocol list this 
season. 

Hoffman has only played in 19 of the Canadiens’ 31 games this season, 
posting 4-4-8 totals and a minus-12 differential. He missed all of training 
camp and the first three games of the season with a lower-body injury 
and then missed nine games after suffering an upper-body injury last 
month. 

The NHL and NHLPA announced Monday night that they have agreed to 
begin the holiday break in the schedule after Tuesday’s two games that 
are scheduled. Practices will resume on Dec. 26 and the league’s 
regular-season schedule will resume on Dec. 27.  

The Canadiens had three scheduled road games this week against the 
New York Islanders, New York Rangers and New Jersey Devils 
postponed on Sunday because of COVID-19 concerns. The Canadiens 
are now scheduled to play their next game on Dec. 28 in Tampa against 
the Lightning. 

The world junior championship is scheduled to start on Dec. 26 with 
Canada playing the Czech Republic in Edmonton. 

This will be Guhle’s second straight year playing for Team Canada at the 
junior championship after winning a silver medal the first time. The 
Canadiens selected the 6-foot-2, 200-pound defenceman in the first 
round (16th overall) at the 2020 NHL Draft. In 20 games this season in 
the WHL, the 19-year-old has 3-15-18 totals. He was traded from the 
Prince Albert Raiders to the Edmonton Oil Kings on Dec. 1. 

When Rob Ramage, the Canadiens’ director of player development, was 
asked about Guhle before the start of training camp this year, he said: 
“First of all, last year he was named captain in Prince Albert as an 18-
year-old. That shows his leadership, his maturity as a young guy. 
Watching him in the world juniors he was solid. He carries himself like a 
pro. … I think we’ve got a real solid one there.” 

Guhle was one of the last cuts from the Canadiens’ training camp. 

“He’s pretty calm, confident,” head coach Dominique Ducharme said 
about Guhle during training camp. “I think he’s confident in the right way. 
He knows that he’s got things to learn, but a great kid. A lot of people that 
had him on their team talk about at (world) juniors he’s maybe captain 
material. So we can see why because of the way he handles himself.” 

Forwards Cole Perfetti and Jake Neighbours will be the alternate 
captains for Team Canada at the world junior tournament. Perfetti was a 
first-round pick of the Winnipeg Jets (10th overall) at the 2020 NHL Draft 
and Neighbours was selected by the St. Louis Blues in the first round 
(26th overall) at the same draft. 
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Additional COVID cases send Blue Jackets into holiday break early 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

The Blue Jackets are starting their holiday break earlier than expected 
thanks to the NHL's ongoing COVID-19 outbreak. 

After three more players were added to the league's COVID protocols list 
Monday with positive test results, the team's facilities were shut down 
through at least Dec. 26 and two games against the Buffalo Sabres this 
week were postponed.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 21, 2021 

 

Forward Eric Robinson, defenseman Andrew Peeke and goaltender 
Joonas Korpisalo tested positive Monday, a day after positive tests for 
captain Boone Jenner, center Jack Roslovic and defenseman Gabriel 
Carlsson led to the cancellation of practice plus a scheduled flight to 
Buffalo on Sunday. 

The team initially hoped to conduct a morning skate Monday and then fly 
to Buffalo for the game later that night. The skate was canceled and the 
team cited ongoing tests as the reason, and the game was postponed 
soon after. Within an hour, reports surfaced that Monday's game was 
postponed and the league then issued a statement confirming the news. 

The Montreal Canadiens also were shut down Monday and the league 
said a joint decision will be made "in the coming days" on when each 
team's facilities can re-open. 

The Blue Jackets also had a game this past Saturday in Calgary 
postponed to cut short a road trip to Seattle and Western Canada. The 
games against the Sabres were scheduled for Monday in Buffalo and 
Thursday in Columbus.  

All six Blue Jackets players now on the league's COVID protocols list 
competed in the team's past three games against opponents who 
unwittingly dressed players later discovered to have COVID-19, including 
Seattle defenseman Jamie Oleksiak plus three Vancouver Canucks and 
three Edmonton Oilers. Seattle also had two players plus an assistant 
coach placed on the league’s protocols list the day of that game Dec. 11 
at Climate Pledge Arena.  

The NHL and NHL Players Association released a joint statement 
Sunday saying there are no plans for a league-wide pause because of 
the outbreak. After consulting with each organization’s medical experts, 
decisions on postponing games and shutting down team facilities will be 
made “on a case-by-case basis." 

The league did postpone games between U.S. and Canadian teams 
Monday through Thursday leading into the holiday break, citing concerns 
about each country’s “fluid” travel restrictions during the pandemic and a 
surge of the new Omicron virus variant. 

The league has postponed 42 games, affecting 29 of its 32 teams, and 
20 teams have at least one player or staff member on the protocols list. 
The Flames are the hardest hit, placing 19 players, three coaches and 10 
staff members on the list in the past week. The Nashville Predators aren’t 
far behind with eight players and five coaches in protocol. 

The Sabres do not have any players out with COVID-19, while the Blue 
Jackets became the 20th team added to the list. The Jackets' next 
scheduled game is Dec. 27 against the Toronto Maple Leafs at 
Nationwide Arena. 
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Blue Jackets need Elvis Merzlikins to find some 'fun' amid goalie's recent 
rut 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Two years ago, Elvis Merzlikins was lost inside his own mind. 

As the NHL’s Christmas break approached during his rookie season, the 
Blue Jackets goalie hadn’t won a game and struggled while playing 
sporadically as Joonas Korpisalo’s backup. His numbers weren’t pretty 
— an 0-4-4 record with a 3.41 goals-against average and .889 save 

percentage in 10 appearances — and Merzlikins couldn’t turn off his 
thoughts. 

He thought about technique issues constantly, along with facing much 
better shooters in the NHL taking shots at him from angles he’d never 
seen while playing on larger rinks in Europe. 

Blue Jackets cancel practice:Jenner, Roslovic, Carlsson test positive for 
COVID-19 

Patrik Laine:Must Blue Jackets wait for his return to revive power play? 

“Every night was stressful,” said Merzlikins, who turned that season 
around within a matter of days after Korpisalo sustained a knee injury in 
late December. “I was thinking too much. I wasn’t enjoying the hockey 
and I wasn’t enjoying my game, because I was thinking all the time about 
technique and what I was working on with (goaltending coach Manny 
Legace).”  

It wasn’t a lot of fun until he stumbled onto a solution in the wake of 
Korpisalo’s injury, which left him as the Jackets’ top option at a crucial 
time of the season. 

How Elvis Merzlikins broke out of his funk two years ago 

“I was worried that the ice is smaller, facing the bad-angle shots. … I 
wasn’t used to them,” Merzlikins said. “And then at one point, I just give 
up and started just trying to have fun and not think anymore, not focusing 
anymore on my posture or bad-angle shots. I was just trying to have fun 
and catch the puck. That’s how I get it … that you just have to go play 
and have fun.” 

Two years later, Merzlikins and the Blue Jackets could again use a little 
more fun in their season. The team is 2-7-1 in its past 10 games and 
Merzlikins’ recent numbers are just as unsightly. He’s 2-4-1 with a 4.44 
GAA and .874 save percentage in his past seven outings and has twice 
been pulled from the net, including in Thursday’s 5-2 loss to the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

There were reasons other than Merzlikins’ play behind each decision, 
including a desire to get Korpisalo into a game Thursday following an 
extended illness, but that doesn’t mean coach Brad Larsen’s top option 
for the bulk of this season is at his best. Since starting with a 5-1-0 
record, 1.98 GAA and .940 save percentage, Merzlikins’ effectiveness 
has steadily fallen as the season has progressed, mirroring the team’s 
results. 

He went 4-2-0 with a 2.84 GAA, .919 save percentage and one shutout in 
the next six games, still succeeding with solid measurables, but fell into a 
rut the past three weeks. 

Korpisalo will likely start against the Buffalo Sabres on Monday and has 
proven that he’s capable of unleashing a hot streak that could help the 
Jackets turn things around. Larsen will ride the hot hand if that happens, 
but getting Merzlikins back to top form is a top priority. 

Blue Jackets view Merzlikins as goalie for the long haul 

Merzlikins  was given a five-year contract extension in September, and 
Korpisalo has been mentioned as a potential trade chip since last 
summer. Merzlikins is in Columbus for the long haul and the Jackets 
need him to continue growing during a process that began under the 
watchful eye of former coach John Tortorella. 

“This is the hockey,” Merzlikins said. “There are games where they have 
60 shots and you make a shutout and there are games that it just doesn’t 
go your way. It’s just not your night. What Torts (taught) me the first year 
is that you have to forget about it really quick and move on.” 

Focusing on fun might help, too. 
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The Athletic / Beijing 2022: Projecting the Canadian women’s Olympic 
hockey roster 

 

By Hailey Salvian  

Dec 20, 2021  

 

The biggest question about the Canadian Women’s Olympic roster isn’t 
when it’ll be released. The Athletic has learned we can expect it early this 
week. 

It’s not who’ll be at the top. We can write plenty of the names in 
permanent ink, like Marie-Philip Poulin — obviously. The debate around 
the final cuts is more so among the bottom half of the lineup. 

There will be 26 players on Team Canada’s centralization roster against 
Team USA on Monday night. Only 23 of them will go to Beijing. 

Who stays? Who goes? Who will make their Olympic debut? And who 
will be the last women out? 

There’s always an element of guesswork involved in an exercise like this 
— even when there are only three cuts remaining. 

But here’s The Athletic’s best projection of who’s going to go to Beijing — 
likely 13 forwards, seven defenders, and three goalies — based on our 
understanding of the group of prospective players, several viewings of 
Canada’s centralization schedule and conversations with informed 
parties. 

Projected Olympic roster lines and pairs 

Forwards (13) 

Locks (9): Poulin, Clark, Jenner, Daoust, Fillier, Spooner, Turnbull, 
Johnston, Rattray 

It’s safe to say this group has secure spots on the roster and within 
Canada’s top three lines, especially when we’re discussing the top-six. 

One of the biggest takeaways from the women’s world championships 
was that Canada can easily roll out two No. 1 lines — Call it their 1A, 1B 
lines, if you will. 

Throughout this year’s worlds, Marie-Philip Poulin centered the top line 
with Brianne Jenner and Victoria Bach, who would often exchange shifts 
with Jamie Lee Rattray. However, Emily Clark has had an excellent 
centralization camp and has pushed her way up to the top line with 
Poulin and Jenner, which allows Canada to move Rattray — an excellent 
power forward and energy player — around the lineup as needed. 

Clark has three goals in six rivalry series games, and has shown she can 
work well with two of Canada’s top players. This goal against the U.S. on 
Friday is a great example of that. 

Meanwhile, Melodie Daoust, Natalie Spooner and Sarah Fillier made up 
arguably Canada’s best and most consistently impactful line at worlds. If 
it works, it works. I’m keeping them together for the Olympics. 

In seven games en route to becoming world champions, their line 
combined for 26 points, while Daoust and Spooner were first and third in 
tournament scoring. It’s a well-crafted line with complementary skill sets. 
Daoust brings the elite hands and vision. Spooner has turned herself into 
a dominant power forward with a strong net-front presence and scoring 
touch. Fillier boasts an entire toolkit that makes her one of the bright 
young stars of Team Canada. 

Rebecca Johnston had an impressive comeback from her surprise 
omission on the 2020 world championship roster — her first cut in over a 
decade on the national team — and a “gruesome” Achilles’ tendon injury 
in August. She’s one of the longest-tenured players in the mix for the 

Olympics, and the highest-scoring player behind Poulin (and now eighth 
all-time with 123 points in 159 games). Expect her to make her fourth 
Olympic team. 

Blayre Turnbull is your classic third-line centre. She is good in the 
defensive zone, good on faceoffs and can be strong on the penalty kill. 
She’s not the most flashy player, and not always on the scoresheet, but 
Turnbull does a lot of little things for the team and that’s why she’s been 
in the fold for some time. 

Basically Locks (2): Nurse, Bach 

Despite being injured, Sarah Nurse is a known commodity for Team 
Canada. She hasn’t played much as of late — and her injury is 
undisclosed — it’s my understanding that it’s because they’re being 
cautious. 

Hockey Canada has a sample size with Nurse on the senior national 
team dating back to her Olympic debut in 2018. They know what they 
have, and don’t need to risk further injury. If she were 100-percent 
healthy, she’d be a lock. 

Victoria Bach made her world championships debut this year, and as a 
rookie, wasn’t quite as productive as Fillier. But Hockey Canada sees a 
bright future for her. She’s a fast, skilled player who can play multiple 
positions and I’d be surprised to not see her in Beijing. 

Final women in (2): Saulnier and Stacey 

On a roster with an overwhelming amount of left-shot forwards, Laura 
Stacey provides a third right-shot winger to Jenner and Spooner. There is 
value in carrying players at their natural position and I think that gives 
Stacey the inside track for one of the final two spots. 

I struggled with Jill Saulnier. She’s not a dynamic offensive player and, at 
29 years old, won’t be part of the program by the next Olympics. But 
Hockey Canada typically favours veterans. I think head coach Troy Ryan 
likes her — they’re both from the East Coast — and she would provide 
stability and experience on the fourth line. 

Final women out (2): Maltais and O’Neill 

Emma Maltais and Kristin O’Neill, two of the youngest, least experienced 
players in camp, are the easy cuts. O’Neill is out. She’s an incredible 
skater and has had a fine camp, but in games she’s split time between 
the fourth line and the press box. And she’s only 5-foot-4. The 
tournament will be on NHL-sized ice where size and physicality will 
matter. 

If I were building the roster, Maltais would take Saulnier’s spot. She’s 
younger (22) and if she can play as effectively as Saulnier, I think the tie 
should go to the player who’s likely to contribute to future teams, 
especially considering we are talking about a fourth-line left winger. 

Maltais can play centre, which should be important given Nurse’s status. 
She also has more of an offensive touch than Saulnier. Maltais, who has 
one year left of NCAA eligibility, is Ohio State’s active leading scorer with 
158 points (55 goals and 103 assists), not far off from Spooner’s Ohio 
State offensive numbers (163 points). I wouldn’t be shocked if Maltais 
made the cut over Saulnier or Stacey. 

Defence (7) 

Locks (4): Larocque, Fast, Ambrose, Thompson 

Jocelyn Larocque and Renata Fast are Canada’s top pair who 
consistently play the most minutes and with the toughest matchups. Fast 
is consistently in the upper echelon of scoring among defenders at 
national tournaments. Larocque is one of the best defensive players in 
the game, and racked up nearly 30 minutes in the world championship 
gold medal game. 

Erin Ambrose is a smart, puck-moving, offensive defender who can play 
in all situations. She’s the top power-play quarterback and kills penalties. 
Claire Thompson, 23, was a pleasant surprise at worlds, where she 
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made her major tournament debut with the senior team and looked like a 
veteran almost from Day One. 

This is as good a top-four as you could hope for, and the same group 
that helped Canada win gold back in August. 

Last women in (3): Zandee-Hart, Shelton, Mikkelson 

Micah Zandee-Hart was among the final cuts for the 2018 Olympics. She 
played in the 2019 world championships, made the 2020 worlds roster 
that didn’t get to play due to COVID-19, and missed the 2021 tournament 
due to season-ending shoulder surgery. The Beijing Olympics should be 
a nice return to the national team for her. 

Ella Shelton looked steady in third-pair minutes (14:32) at the world 
championships, which was her national team debut. She’s young (22), 
but good. And that should be good enough to make her first Olympic 
team. 

The biggest wild card here is Meaghan Mikkelson. She’s a three-time 
Olympian, will be 37 years old by puck drop in Beijing and is coming off 
reconstructive knee surgery over the summer. 

The reasons not to bring her to Hockey Canada seem obvious. But her 
dedication and work ethic make up for all of it. 

Mikkelson has forced Hockey Canada’s hand since returning to the ice in 
October. Team Canada has won the last two rivalry series games against 
Team USA with her in the lineup, and she’s looked strong and fast on her 
skates. 

Mikkelson has always been one of the fittest athletes on the team and 
she’s no stranger to a comeback — she’s done it twice already after the 
birth of her kids and she’s one of the most experienced players on a 
young blue line. 

Mikkelson has played just under 50 games for Canada at the Olympics 
(14) and world championships (35) over the last decade. And has 105 
total national team games under her belt. That’s two less than Ambrose 
(47), Shelton (14), Thompson (16) and Zandee-Hart (30) combined. 

Hockey Canada trusts and respects her, and that counts for a lot. But 
she likely needs to perform well on Monday against the U.S. to secure 
her spot. That’s how down to the wire the decision is likely to be. 

Last woman out (1): Bell 

The last spot on the blue line, to me, came down to Mikkelson and 
Ashton Bell. Mikkelson has the edge when it comes to experience and 
trust of the coaching staff. Bell isn’t quite there. 

In the world championship gold medal game against Team USA, Bell 
played less than eight minutes, and under 60 seconds in the critical third 
period. No Canadian defender averaged less time than Bell (11:53) 
during the tournament, save for Jaime Bourbonnais, who was released in 
November. 

If you’re Troy Ryan, your focus is on winning a gold medal. If you’re Gina 
Kingsbury, you want to win, while keeping perspective on the future of 
your team. Picking these final roster spots is a balancing act between 
youth and experience. In the case of Bell vs. Mikkelson, though, it’s not 
like the blue line is devoid of youth. Thompson, Zandee-Hart and Shelton 
are all 24 or younger. That trio, plus Ambrose, will all be Olympic rookies. 

And at the end of the day, Bell has 10 national team games under her 
belt. Mikkelson has 10 medals. 

Goalies (3) 

Locks (3): Desbiens, Maschmeyer, Campbell 

Team Canada typically brings three goalies to every major tournament, 
and they’ve carried three throughout this centralization period. 

Ann-Renée Desbiens is projected to be Canada’s starter in Beijing. She 
was a central piece of the world championship winning team (she started 
five games, won five games, got one shutout and posted a 1.37 goals-

against average), and proved it was her crease heading into the 
Olympics. Emerance Maschmeyer is a luxury as a backup goalie. She 
had shutouts in both her starts at worlds. Kristen Campbell — creatively 
nicknamed “Soupy” — will be the young (24) third goalie expected to be 
a more important piece in 2026. 
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The Athletic / A brutal weekend of COVID-19 news, Paul Maurice resigns 
and I still can’t figure out the Penguins 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Dec 20, 2021   

 

Well, this is a mess. 

There was hockey played in the NHL this weekend, but not much. 
Certainly nowhere near as much as we were expecting, back in the hazy 
and distant past before Omicron completely took over the sports world 
(i.e. last week). 

All told, the NHL had ten games scheduled for Saturday but played only 
five, then managed just four of eight last night. Outbreaks across the 
league forced the postponement of everything else, with the virus landing 
particularly hard on the Flames, Bruins, Canucks, Leafs and Predators 
among others, and most teams having at least one player on the COVID-
19 list. Mix in several cases among staff and other personnel, and it feels 
like almost every team is waiting for the other shoe to drop on their next 
game. 

We’ve also seen reductions in capacity in several Canadian markets, 
including an empty arena in Montreal on Thursday. That was a 
depressing sight, one that we all hoped we wouldn’t see again after last 
year. The league has also ramped up protocols to something very similar 
to last season, and postponed all cross-border games until Christmas. 
The fact that we’re back to all that, along with a steady stream of 
postponements, feels like we’re heading back to a place we thought we’d 
left behind. 

So now what? It’s not a simple question. You could just shut the whole 
thing down, and maybe that makes sense with the Christmas break 
already just a few days away. But beyond that, does a league-wide 
shutdown of a couple of weeks end up buying you time or just delaying 
the inevitable? It’s not like Omicron is going to be a two-week problem. 
And as much as the league will say it wants health to be a top priority, it’s 
hard to imagine the NHL closing its doors for months unless it feels like it 
has absolutely no other option. We’re not there yet, and yesterday the 
league and players announced that the plan for now is to push forward. 
The way this is going, check back in a few hours. 

The good news is that, at least so far, nobody seems to be getting all that 
sick. That might lead some to push for a different approach: Testing less 
instead of more, or even allowing asymptomatic players to play through a 
positive result if they’re able. That sound bizarre and dangerous, but it’s 
an approach we’ve heard rumblings about in the NFL and NBA, and it 
might be the only way to get through this without losing a massive chunk 
of the season. Is it worth the risk? 

Oh, and the Olympics are supposed to be in six weeks. That’s not much, 
but in terms of NHL participation, it feels like it might as well be forever. 
We’re told to expect a decision there in the coming days, and it’s not hard 
to figure out which direction this is headed — at this point it would be a 
shock if they still went. Just in case you were looking for more bad news. 
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By the way, there won’t be any games next weekend. That’s not a doom-
and-gloom prediction, thankfully, but a reminder that the holiday break 
means everyone gets three days off. I’ll still have a rankings column next 
Monday, but it will be based on less action than usual. Maybe a lot less. 

Until then, stay safe and look out for each other. On to this week’s 
rankings … 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts. 

Man, that first section was a bummer. Here’s a bit of a feel-good palette 
cleanser. 

Oh hey, speaking of Vegas… 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (20-11-0, +16 true goals differential*) — I think 
it’s time. I had the Knights in my top five in week one, then dropped them 
thanks to a slow start and the Oilers and Flames looking great. But with 
Vegas winning five straight and eight of nine, and the Oilers and Flames 
both eating tough losing streaks, the Pacific feels like the Knights’ to lose 
again. Yes, sure, the Ducks are there too, but I can’t see anyone 
expecting that to stay the case all year long. You’d have liked to have 
seen a more impressive win over the struggling Islanders, but with Jack 
Eichel lurking in the future, I think this is our team to beat. 

4. Florida Panthers (18-7-4, +18) — We’re not going to overreact to three 
straight losses, but there are some reasons to worry here, starting with 
giving up eight to a Senators team that hasn’t scored a ton. That came 
against Spencer Knight, but Sergei Bobrovsky hasn’t looked great lately 
either. And their mini-slump has dropped them down to third place in the 
relentless Atlantic race. We won’t see them again until after the break, 
when they’re scheduled for a tough matchup with the Hurricanes. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (17-8-2, +23) — The Avs continue to impress 
despite missing some big names, but we should probably mention 
another Central team here too. And no, as much as I’d love to turn this 
into yet another round of battling with Blues fans, I think that ground has 
been covered. Instead, let’s talk about the Predators, who have seven 
straight wins including one over Colorado. That’s a hell of a run from a 
team I wasn’t remotely sold on heading into the season, and leaves them 
right in the mix for the Central. I’m still not a big believer, but maybe it’s 
getting there. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning (19-6-4, +17) — They’ve won six of seven, and 
they’ve passed the Panthers for top spot in the Atlantic. That’s big, since 
it would avoid a first-round matchup with Florida or Toronto. Still no Nikita 
Kucherov or Brayden Point, which makes you wonder just how good this 
team can be. Oh wait, we’ve already seen it, twice in the last two 
postseasons. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-1, +33) — They’re another team that’s won 
six of seven, and the only loss came to Bruce Boudreau’s Canucks, who 
are the greatest team in NHL history. That Carolina stretch included wins 
this week over the Red Wings and Kings, which normally wouldn’t be all 
that impressive but was when you consider how shorthanded the 
Hurricanes were. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — I wanted to check in with the 
Penguins, who I called my most confusing and unpredictable team back 
in my preseason predictions because it felt like they could win the Cup or 
finish bottom five or anywhere in between. I reiterated that stance in the 
first rankings column of the season. 

So here’s the update: There is no update. I still have no idea. 

Well, I guess we can probably rule out the bottom five thing, or at least 
shift it down to feeling very unlikely. But that’s about it. This team was 
bad to start the season, winning just five of their first 15. Then they won 
five straight. Then they lost three straight. Now they’ve won seven 
straight. It’s all happened without Evgeni Malkin and some of it’s been 
without Sidney Crosby but it’s OK because the forwards are Mark Donk-

ing it up as usual. Tristan Jarry is somehow good again, except when he 
isn’t. They’ve beaten the Capitals, Panthers, Leafs and Lightning and lost 
to the Sabres, Senators and Habs. I give up. 

Could this team win the Cup? With a healthy Crosby and Malkin, of 
course. Could they miss the playoffs? That’s getting less likely, but if 
Jarry turns back into a pumpkin then who knows. Are they secretly better 
than anyone thought? Josh makes a strong case here. Are you a threat 
to anyone when your leading healthy scorer is Evan Rodrigues? 
Apparently so, but maybe not. But also maybe? 

That’s it. That’s my whole take. Sorry if you’re a Pens fans and saw them 
here and thought you’d be getting some insight. If you know anything 
more than I do, I encourage you to share it in the comments. Otherwise, 
check back next week, when I will still have no idea what this team is. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and a shot at 
Shane Wright. 

The weekend’s worst on-ice moment came in Dallas, where we saw 
another big hit resulting in injury. 

That’s Brett Connolly throwing the hit on Tanner Kero, who hadn’t 
touched the puck. Connolly was ejected and has been suspended for 
four games. The Stars say that Kero was alert and went to the hospital, 
which is good news, but it was obviously an awful moment. 

5. Buffalo Sabres (10-15-5, -23) — They’ve got points in four straight and 
even got a road shootout win over the Wild, so there’s a little bit of 
momentum. And hey, remember Alex Tuch? He’s a Sabre now, having 
come over in the Jack Eichel trade, but hasn’t played yet this year. He’s 
reportedly ready to go, and will debut tonight against Columbus, 
assuming the game happens. 

Meanwhile, this was fun: 

4. Seattle Kraken (10-17-3, -23) — They lost to half of the Oilers on 
Saturday, their fifth loss in the their last six after they’d looked feisty for a 
week or two in late November. The good news is that most of their 
upcoming schedule is against teams that are either bad or struggling or 
both, so if Seattle fans had any hope of watching quasi-meaningful 
hockey in the second half, this is the team’s chance to make it happen. 

3. Ottawa Senators (9-17-2, -21) — The Senators are doing that weird 
thing where they’re unbeatable against good teams but lose to all the bad 
ones. They played the Flyers on Saturday, so you do the math. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (7-21-3, -41) — They didn’t play over the 
weekend, meaning they get a little longer to enjoy Thursday’s win that 
snapped a seven-game losing streak. The big news this week was Jeff 
Petry basically holding up a big sign that said “We need a coaching 
change”, at which point Jeff Gorton presumably held up one that said 
“Shhh, we’re tanking”. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (6-21-2, -51) — They beat the Ducks in overtime on 
Friday in a pretty wildly entertaining game. Next up are the struggling 
Kraken, followed by a Lightning team that will have one eye on the 
holiday break. Could we be going streaking? 

Not ranked: Winnipeg Jets — The Paul Maurice news on Friday was 
surprising, bordering on stunning. The Jets had been underachieving, 
and there were fair questions being asked about the job Maurice was 
doing. His seat was warm. A traditional coaching change would have 
probably felt premature, but not incomprehensible. But a coach walking 
away on his own? That almost never happens in the NHL, short of some 
sort of scandal or personal issue. That’s not the case here. Maurice just 
saw the writing on the wall, and decided he’d go out on his own terms. 

It’s a unique scenario, which makes it tough to predict how this plays out 
in Winnipeg. Dave Lowry is the interim coach, and we’re told that will 
remain the case for the rest of the season, although you never know. The 
early returns weren’t great in Friday’s loss to the Capitals, but then again, 
the change was only a few hours old. Yesterday’s win over the Blues 
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might be a better indicator. Or maybe neither is, because this is a weird 
situation unfolding in the middle of a league-wide COVID-19 outbreak 
and we’re just not going to learn anything meaningful about this team 
until things settle down. 

The good news in Winnipeg is that, as disappointing as the first two 
months have been, the season is hardly lost. They’re three points out of 
a playoff spot, albeit having played more games than the teams directly 
ahead of them. They’ve got some ground to make up, but nothing that a 
few good weeks couldn’t cover. It’s stringing together more than a game 
or two of good hockey that will be the challenge — this team has won two 
games in a row just once since mid-November. But the talent is there, we 
think. OK, I think. I said this team would finish fifth overall, so I can’t 
exactly bail on them now. Not until we see if Lowry can give them a 
Boudreau bounce. 

We won’t find out anytime soon, thanks to the cross-border pause. That 
will give Lowry some time to get his system in place, and the Jets some 
time to rest up for a second-half run. They’ll need one, and probably 
some help over the season’s final 52 games … or however many it ends 
up being. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How the Oilers ‘Freed Jesse’: Inside Puljujarvi’s winding 
journey back to Edmonton 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

December 20, 2021, 3:59 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Getting a COVID-positive Jesse Puljujarvi home from 
Seattle was never going to be as easy as hiring a little charter company 
— say, Buffalo Airways — to get the job done. But nothing about The 
Bison King is ever small, from his six-foot-four frame, to his 1000-watt 
smile, to his persona as a folk hero in Oil Country. 

When news of Jesse Puljujarvi’s return to Edmonton made its way on to 
Twitter Sunday evening, the response from Oilers fans was greater than 
news of a postponed game or an injured player. 

And it wasn’t just fans who were wondering when Puljujarvi would make 
it home from Seattle, where he produced a positive COVID-19 test on the 
morning of Saturday’s game against the Kraken. 

“Players were calling me and saying, ‘You’ve got to do something, Bob. 
Anything,’” said Oilers Chairman Bob Nicholson. “I said, ‘We’re trying…’” 

Puljujarvi arrived in Edmonton aboard an unstaffed Medivac plane from 
Seattle on Sunday evening. Just he and two pilots — no medical crew 
required. 

However, the story of how the Oilers “Freed Jesse” is a long and 
complex one, beginning with the sports axiom: Never leave a player 
behind. 

“What are we saying to Jesse, and what are we saying to our players?” 
Nicholson asked. “It’s nice to be able to do that as an organization. The 
last thing you ever want to do is leave a player behind.” 

When Puljujarvi came up positive on Saturday, Nicholson went to work 
on finding a charter company that could get him back to Edmonton as 
soon as that evening, knowing that Puljujarvi would not be allowed to 
board the team charter after what would be a 5-3 win at Seattle. The trail 
led Nicholson to one Graham Williamson, the C.E.O. of LIFESUPPORT 

Air Medical Services, Inc., a company that operates five medivac planes 
which transport ill or injured Canadians home from across the globe. 

They have worked in Afghanistan, for the United States Department of 
Defence, and with travellers all over the world. 

“Just last week we got a call for someone who was COVID positive on a 
cruise ship in Antarctica,” said Williamson to Sportsnet. “This is 
happening every day, all around the world. The Leafs have got it going 
on. The Hurricanes have got it going on. The Senators…” 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

Puljujarvi’s was a routine flight in some ways. But in others, not so much. 

For instance, Williamson had to secure pilots willing to fly with a COVID 
positive patient. 

“Jesse is sitting five feet away from a pilot,” he explained. “There is no 
door — it’s an open cockpit — and Jesse is COVID positive. So it’s a 
matter getting the cockpit crew to understand and deal with the risk. 

“Imagine if I said to you today, ‘I need you to go pick up Jesse in your car 
and he’ll be in the backseat of your car for the next two hours.’ Would 
you be good with that?” 

Fortunately, Williamson secured two pilots who were game. Then he had 
to deal with the good folks at Canadian Border Services. 

“My concern with Jesse was that he is not a Canadian citizen. He is here 
on a work permit,” said Williamson. 

Every Canadian has a right to arrive on a flight like this one — for the 
sum of $20,000 — and be brought home no matter what their state of 
health. But Puljujarvi, however beloved as he is by Oilers fans, is in fact 
not a Canadian. 

“Had Canada Custom not been agreeable, they had every right not to 
allow this,” Williamson said. “The borders are essentially closed (to non-
citizens). He’s a Finn, and does not have the same constitutional rights 
that you and I have as Canadians.” 

So here we are. 

How upside-down has this COVID world become? Now we’re thankful for 
our dear and understanding Custom and Border agents… 

But give them credit: all they required was that Puljujarvi have a secure 
quarantine program in place when he landed. 

“Canada border services was quite agreeable, very collaborative, and it 
was one phone call. That was it,” Williamson said. 

In the end, The Bison King has re-joined his herd, and this cult hero can 
spend Christmas in Edmonton with his girlfriend Monica, folk hero 
Golden Retriever Jaffa, and perhaps a discreet visit to his brethren at the 
Elk Island Park buffalo reserve just east of Edmonton. 

For a player who wanted out of Edmonton not long ago — and for whom 
the team had regrets over drafting — this love affair has been unique 
both on and off the ice. 

“You know where he was, and we both came back together… It’s so 
good,” Nicholson said. “What I like is the passion that our players had, 
saying, ‘We’ve gotta get him home. We’ve gotta get him home.’ That 
speaks volumes to how much he means to his teammates.” 

Let’s face it, Seattle is no place for Puljujarvi anyhow. 

The Western prairie. That is where the Bison King roams. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Canucks' COVID outbreak slowing down, Boudreau 
looking to instill changes 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

December 20, 2021, 10:39 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – One week into the Vancouver Canucks’ COVID 
outbreak last April, many players were actually getting sicker, new 
positives were still trickling in and at least one member of the 
organization was going to need medical intervention. 

One week into the current outbreak, defenceman Luke Schenn, Patient 
Zero this time around, returned to practice on Monday after what he 
described as a few days of symptoms typical of a regular wintertime cold 
or flu. 

And yes, we said, practice. 

With much of the NHL shutting down, the Canucks, after two days 
without any more players testing positive for COVID-19 and joining the 
six already in protocol, practised Monday at Rogers Arena with 17 
skaters and both goalies. 

Another practice was planned for Tuesday as (relatively) new coach 
Bruce Boudreau gets time to refine changes he initiated after replacing 
Travis Green on Dec. 5. The team is 6-0 under Boudreau. 

The Canucks have had four games postponed so far, and no one knows 
if their schedule will actually resume as planned on Dec. 27 with a visit by 
the Seattle Kraken. 

But they are profoundly better off this season, with players fully-
vaccinated and apparently facing the Omicron variant, than they were 
eight months ago when they were decimated by the Gamma or P.1 
variant before vaccines were available to players in Canada. 

It’s still a deadly pandemic for the unvaccinated and immuno-
compromised, but the Canucks, like nearly all of the NHL’s 800 players, 
don’t fit those categories. 

“I feel like everyone's probably looking at it. . . differently just because 
there's more information available,” Schenn told reporters on Zoom. 
“When it first happened, there was no information at all, no studies. No 
one kind of knew how to treat it (and) there was no vaccines available 
and no one knew how severe it was and... how severe it could be 
depending on different sorts of underlying health conditions or age or 
different things like. 

“A lot of science and research has gone on pause for other things and 
just totally focused on COVID the past year and a half, two years. There's 
a lot of smart people out there and, like I said, you are able to look at it 
somewhat differently.” 

For the record, Schenn did not contract the coronavirus last season 
despite the early wave that swept through his team, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, and the defenceman confirmed it was Omicron that put him 
into COVID protocol after a positive test result on Dec. 12. 

Vancouver defencemen Tucker Poolman, Brad Hunt and Tyler Myers 
remained in protocol on Monday, along with forwards Juho Lammikko 
and Tyler Motte. 

But other players, who asked not to practise last week when consulted by 
Boudreau and new president Jim Rutherford, wanted to get back on the 
ice on Monday, Boudreau said. 

“The unfortunate thing is that these guys have all gone through this (last 
season) and knew what the results were and they didn't want that again,” 
Boudreau explained Monday. “They were being really cautious and 
probably a little bit afraid. And I don't blame them at all. I mean, nobody 

wishes the situation that happened to the Canucks last year and the 
players that went through it, nobody wants that again. So when they said 
they didn't think it was prudent or smart to practice, we didn't do it.” 

Boudreau said he phoned team captain Bo Horvat on Sunday to get his 
opinion and approval on a return to the ice after weekend games against 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and Arizona Coyotes were scrubbed. 

On Saturday, Rutherford told reporters that he had spoken with all six 
players on his COVID list. 

This direct communication during crisis between management and 
players was largely absent under previous GM Jim Benning, who 
preferred to communicate through the players’ agents. The lack of direct 
conversation last April left players feeling unheard when the NHL and its 
Players’ Association initially imposed a revised schedule that Canucks 
forward J.T. Miller publicly described as “dangerous” and “crazy.” 

“We were learning a lot about it last year, but this year has been a lot 
different,” Horvat told reporters on Monday. “We know how fast it can 
spread and what it can do, so obviously we're taking a lot more 
precaution this year, just from past experience. There has been a little bit 
more communication because obviously, we don't want to have that 
happen again. 

“They listen to what we have to say and are willing to change things or do 
things, you know, to help us not only off the ice but on the ice as well. 
And I think that's a good thing to have communication between 
everybody and not having a disconnect. It's been working well and we 
have to keep that going and keep communicating that way.” 

Boudreau views the Canucks’ ability to practise, while a large swath of 
the NHL has been shuttered through the Christmas break, as a tactical 
advantage as he tries to install some changes to the way the team plays. 

But nothing is as big as the difference in impact on players, so far, of 
COVID this winter versus COVID last spring. 

“You look around the league and it's going through teams like wildfire,” 
Horvat said. “Thankfully, the vaccine is making guys not get as sick we 
were last year unvaccinated. But at the same time, we don't want this to 
keep spreading and get guys sick. Hopefully, everybody's feeling OK and 
we can recover from this and get going again.” 

That, too, would be a profound difference from last season. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.21.2021 

1230299 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / As COVID-19 permeates all corners of life, Stars shine a 
light on human side of hockey 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

December 20, 2021, 2:41 PM 

 

When every day brings another round of postponements on the NHL 
slate, it’s easy to feel as though this pandemic — in big and small ways 
— is once again permeating every corner of life. And from there, it’s a 
short trip to that mental headspace that leaves you thinking little else 
besides, “Man, things are really, really hard right now.” 

Relatively speaking, I wouldn’t blame any one of the 32 NHL teams for 
having a little self-pity at this moment. And while it goes without saying 
cancelled hockey games and nostril swabs for millionaires are at the 
bottom of the list in terms of actual hardships brought on by the COVID-
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19 virus, the team I tend to think about when contemplating the ups and 
downs that seem endless at this point is the Dallas Stars. 

In terms of pandemic-linked storylines, the Stars were our Western 
Conference champs in 2020’s Bubble Playoffs, and — almost one year 
ago, just as the shortened 2021 campaign was kicking off — they were 
the first club we were told was going on an extended hiatus thanks to a 
COVID outbreak. Overall, the Stars are living a dizzying existence, from 
going all the way to the 2020 Cup Final to missing the playoffs 
completely the following year. 

And the extremes have carried over to this season. On Saturday, Dallas 
claimed a 4-3 extra-time victory over the Chicago Blackhawks. That win 
halted a five-game losing streak, which had swollen to that number 
thanks to a 4-1 defeat on Friday at the hands of the St. Louis Blues. Prior 
to their losing skid, the Stars had actually won seven straight and gone 9-
1-0 between mid-November and early December. The first ‘W’ of that 
run, mind you, represented Dallas’s first regulation-time win of the 
season in its 13th attempt. 

Every roll seems to be either a strike or gutter ball for this squad. 

Look past the wins and losses and Dallas has also served as a touch 
point for the human side of this sport. On Saturday, Stars centre Tanner 
Kero was taken off the American Airlines Center ice on a stretcher after 
being knocked flat by Chicago left winger Brett Connolly. The former is 
resting and recovering at home now, while the latter was handed a four-
game suspension on Sunday. 

After the game, Stars veteran Joe Pavelski was extremely emotional 
talking about Kero, referencing his own frightening injury in the 2019 
playoffs and recalling how his teammates were there for him then, just as 
the Stars are for Kero now. “I’ve been there before,” Pavelski said while 
trying to suppress sobs. 

It was the second time in just five days we witnessed a member of the 
Stars break down in front of the cameras, as Ben Bishop was reduced to 
tears on Tuesday explaining how he’s trying to embrace the reality that a 
right knee injury is going to prevent him from ever manning an NHL 
crease again. 

All this from a team that, last season, not only had games moved 
because of COVID, but also due to the fact a deadly winter storm 
wreaked havoc on Texas. 

On-ice results will always take a backseat to the health of players and the 
people in the communities who support these teams. When things aren’t 
going well, though, the totality of it all is a lot to bear. Whatever your 
personal journey has been the past 21 months, we’re all more than a little 
weary right now. And in terms of NHL squads, I’m not sure any have had 
a more harrowing ride than the Stars. 

Other Takeaways 

• The Pittsburgh Penguins’ 3-2 win over the New Jersey Devils on 
Sunday night didn’t just extend the Pens’ current victory run to seven 
games, it gave the Steeltowners a 12-1-2 mark since Nov. 18. In that 
one-month stretch, Pittsburgh has the best points percentage in the 
league (.833), the top goals-against mark (a microscopic 1.60) and the 
premier penalty-killing unit, wiping away a hilarious 97.1 per cent of their 
penalties. 

Yes, Tristan Jarry is a goalie god right now, leading all puckstoppers in 
basically every category during that span. But Mike Sullivan’s crew has 
also been air-tight on this streak, allowing just 27.7 shots-per-game, 
better than all but two teams in the NHL. The Pens are also the fourth-
best squad in terms of high-danger Corsi. Now add in the fact Evgeni 
Malkin is creeping closer to a return and you can see why Black and 
Yellow backers are amped for 2022. 

• As for the other team that’s on a seven-game heater, the more you dig 
in, the more impressed with the Nashville Predators you become. 

Tanner Jeannot scored the overtime winner on Friday night versus 
Chicago and has seven points during Nashville’s seven-game streak. 

The only rookie with more tallies than Jeannot’s eight is Detroit’s Lucas 
Raymond (10). Roman “Bobby Orr” Josi has nine points during these 
seven wins, but the real story is the fact the Preds keep grinding out 
victories despite offensive catalysts Mikael Granlund, Ryan Johansen 
and Matt Duchene all missing between two and four of these contests. 

• We usually do a Red and White Power Ranking each week, but since 
four of the Canadian teams haven’t played since at least Thursday, it 
would basically be a bunch of “incompletes” at this point. Instead, we’ll 
hone in on the Jets, whose weekend started with the shocking news on 
Friday that Paul Maurice was resigning his post as head coach. 

That night, the Jets fired 42 shots at Washington Capitals goalie Vitek 
Vanecek, but lost 5-2 on home ice. On Sunday, they got interim coach 
Dave Lowry his first win with a 4-2 triumph over the visiting Blues. While 
part of Maurice’s explanation for departing included the pandemic 
sapping him of some love for the game, he obviously looked at a the 
talent on this team and determined it shouldn’t be on the outside of the 
playoff picture. It’s hard to disagree. We’ll see now what Lowry can coax 
out of the group. 

One player whose contributions are easy to overlook is Paul Stastny. The 
veteran picked up his 500th career assist against the Blues and has 
quietly been playing at a 56-point pace this year, with his 36th birthday 
due one week from today. 

• By the way, you can probably stump a friend or three by noting that, in 
the aftermath of Maurice stepping away, the second-longest tenured 
coach in the NHL behind Jon Cooper is…Detroit native Jeff Blashill, who 
happens to have his hometown Red Wings in the playoffs just now. 

Weekend Warrior 

Speaking of Detroit, captain Dylan Larkin picked up his first NHL hat trick 
on Saturday during the Wings’ 5-2 dismantling of New Jersey. 

The Week Ahead 

• Boy, I wish I knew. We know for sure there will be no games beginning 
Friday, as the NHL’s pauses for happy reasons — a holiday break — 
from Dec. 24 through Dec. 26. Deep breathes and season’s greetings to 
everyone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stastny's assist milestone a testament to his rejuvenation 
with Jets 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

December 19, 2021, 11:37 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - If you were ever wondering about how the Winnipeg Jets 
feel about Paul Stastny, seeing how Nikolaj Ehlers reacted to a milestone 
moment told you all that you needed to know. 

When Ehlers opened the scoring in Sunday’s game with the St. Louis 
Blues early in the second period, he was so quick to scoop the puck out 
of the net behind Jordan Binnington that some of his teammates weren’t 
actually sure the red light had even gone on. 

But this wasn’t a personal achievement that Ehlers was celebrating and 
the only reason he was in such a hurry to retrieve the puck was that he 
wanted to ensure Stastny had a souvenir to celebrate the 500th assist of 
his storied NHL career. 
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“(Adam Lowry) said that it almost looked like I grabbed the puck before it 
went in. I mean, everyone has known he needed that one to get 500,” 
said Ehlers. “It’s awesome. It’s exciting. Now, he’s never going to forget 
about me.” 

Ehlers was joking with that last comment, but the truth is that his play in 
the first two games of the Dave Lowry era have essentially been 
unforgettable. 

For a team that’s looking to play faster, the fastest player on the Jets has 
been leading the way with his inspired efforts. 

With a goal and three helpers in Sunday’s 4-2 win over the Blues, Ehlers 
has now had a hand in each of the six goals scored during the past two 
games. 

He’s been a play driver and he’s using his speed and vision to generate 
ample opportunities for himself (10 shots on goal and 16 shot attempts) 
and his linemates. 

Scheifele was a guy who was under the microscope after the coaching 
change. 

How would he respond to a new voice? 

Would there be a renewed commitment to playing harder in the defensive 
zone? 

Well, the early returns have been pretty good. 

He’s been clicking well with Ehlers and Stastny is the perfect 
complement to that trio. 

“When you have a big game, you need everybody going. But they took 
over the game,” said Dave Lowry. “They played at both ends. They 
defended really well, and because of that they had a lot of opportunities 
in the offensive zone. 

“I believe they’re three different types of players. (Stastny) is an 
intelligent veteran, Scheifele is skill and (Ehlers) has speed. And they 
feed off each other and look to create offence. The challenge is we 
challenge them to make sure they play a 200-foot game, and they did.” 

Ehlers was sent to the quiet room by the concussion spotter midway 
through the first period after he was on the receiving end of a hit from 
Blues forward Logan Brown that resulted in a minor penalty for boarding. 

But Ehlers exhibited no symptoms and passed his test, so he was 
allowed to return to action. 

“I don't think the hit was awful,” said Ehlers. “He's a big boy. I was 
standing with my side to the boards and hit my head into the boards.” 

There was some symmetry in Stastny recording his point against the 
Blues, a team that he enjoyed a great amount of success with during four 
seasons after signing a lucrative free-agent deal with the franchise his 
Hall of Fame father Peter also played with. 

The Blues were also the team that chose to trade Stastny to the Jets at 
the NHL trade deadline back in 2018, a move that helped rejuvenate his 
career. 

And while Stastny took a detour that included two seasons with the 
Vegas Golden Knights after choosing to sign with them as an 
unrestricted free agent in the summer of 2018 (after giving strong 
consideration to stay with the Jets), the veteran forward eventually 
returned to Winnipeg. 

A second trade was made to bring Stastny back in October of 2020 and 
his services were retained in free agency last off-season. 

In many ways, Stastny has grown into the conscience of this group, an 
experienced voice who isn’t afraid to tell it like it is or to challenge his 
teammates when the time is right. 

He’s got an analytical mind, processes the game extremely well and he’s 
still driven to be an important contributor. 

“There’s a reason why Paul was brought back. There is value in the 
veteran, and he has an understanding of how to play, he has an 
understanding of how to win,” said Dave Lowry. “He’s a reliable guy. He 
can complement on the offensive side, but he’s out there playing big 
minutes on the penalty kill as well.” 

Although he spent a good chunk of the season on the third line with 
Adam Lowry, Stastny is in a groove after moving up in the lineup and is 
playing some of his best hockey since the promotion to the top line with 
Ehlers and Scheifele. 

“It was a prime Paul Stastny type game,” said Scheifele, who chipped in 
a goal and an assist. “He’s so smart, always in the right spot, always 
makes the right play and when you go to the right areas and make the 
right plays, you get rewarded and I think it was one of those patented 
Paul Stastny games.” 

In Sunday’s game, Stastny also scored a pair of goals - the first of which 
was a sneak-attack from a sharp angle that flummoxed Binnington and 
ended up being the game-winner. 

The second was equally important, as it came just 16 seconds after the 
Blues had scored a shorthanded marker to pull within a goal. 

“(Stastny) is the smartest player I've ever played with,” said Ehlers. “The 
plays that he makes, they may seem so simple, but he makes them 
every single time. He makes it so much easier for me to know when the 
pass is coming, to know when he's going to wait with it and pass it at a 
better time. And with (Scheifele) up the middle, the speed that he has... 
also a guy who makes incredible passes. I just think we're using our 
strengths and it's working really well right now. We've got to keep that 
going.” 

The game was a special one for Kristian Reichel, who made his NHL 
debut after injuries knocked David Gustafsson and Evgeny Svechnikov 
out of the lineup and a non-COVID-related illness also sidelined 
defenceman Nate Schmidt. 

Reichel, an undrafted free agent and son of longtime NHLer Robert 
Reichel, worked his way up the Jets organizational depth chart after 
initially signing a contract with the Manitoba Moose in July 2018. 

He turned that into a two-way, two-year entry-level contract with the Jets 
in June 2020 and on Sunday he was officially recalled and jumped right 
into the lineup on the fourth line with C.J. Suess and Jansen Harkins. 

“Just keep working hard. If you work your ass off every day, sometimes 
you will get rewarded for that,” said Reichel, when asked for a message 
he might send to fellow undrafted players. “For me personally, it was just 
a booster because I wasn’t drafted. I had extra motivation to prove 
everybody wrong, that I belong and I want to get a shot and just keeping 
working hard and staying focused and be a good guy, you’ll get 
rewarded.” 

It was also a special game for Lowry, who picked up his first NHL victory 
on an afternoon the Jets showed some urgency against a Blues team 
that had gone 5-0-2 going into the contest and had an opportunity to 
build a 10-point cushion in the Central Division standings with a victory. 

Instead, the Jets narrowed the gap to six points and evened the season 
series in what will be the final game before the Christmas break after the 
increased number of COVID-19 cases around the NHL and concerns 
about cross-border travel caused the postponement of Tuesday’s game 
against the Nashville Predators and Wednesday’s matchup with the 
Dallas Stars. 

The earliest the Jets will return to action is Dec. 27, when they’re 
scheduled to host the Minnesota Wild. 

Given the unexpected departure of Paul Maurice on Friday, you can bet 
the Jets will enjoy the chance to take exhale and spend a few additional 
practice days that could serve as a mini-training camp as Lowry 
continues to work to put his stamp on this group. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sporting landscape mirrors uncertainty of day-to-day life 
as Omicron rages 

 

Mike Koreen 

December 19, 2021, 2:19 PM 

 

In many ways, it felt symbolic. 

Just two hours before opening faceoff on Thursday, there were the last-
place Montreal Canadiens saying no fans would be allowed into the Bell 
Centre for their game vs. the Philadelphia Flyers. The announcement 
came after an urgent request from Quebec Public Health -- with COVID-
19 numbers skyrocketing thanks to the emergence of the Omicron 
variant. 

It was in stark contrast to the scene in late May, when Les Glorieux 
became the first NHL team in Canada to let fans in 2021 back into the 
building. With vaccines starting to roll out and a feeling of hope in the air, 
the Quebec government gave the green light for the Habs to host 2,500 
fans for Game 6 of a first-round playoff series against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

It marked the start of a fairy-tale, feel-good story. The Habs — after their 
own COVID outbreak earlier in the year — won Game 6 in overtime, 
completed the huge upset of the arch-rival Maple Leafs on the road in 
Game 7 and then advanced all the way to the Stanley Cup Final with 
Montreal coming alive like only that city can. 

Now, mere months later, the Habs have gone from first to worst in the 
East. Two nights after the zero-fan game, the arena went dark after a 
string of NHL postponements. 

Sports, in this case, resembled Canada at large — our thoughts of a 
return to happier times blasted away by thousands of COVID cases and 
provincial governments reintroducing restrictions many of us hoped were 
a thing of the past. 

Likewise, previous restrictions also are returning for athletes in other 
leagues and sports. 

Instead of focusing on the hockey, basketball or football scores, sports 
headlines have been about the countless athletes going into COVID 
protocol, the decisions on whether to play or postpone games, and the 
calls by some provinces to limit in-arena capacity. In Ontario, people 
have been questioning why, for example, thousands can go to a Raptors 
game and only 10 can gather for Christmas dinner. 

Let’s also not forget the infuriating Kyrie Irving situation. With the virus 
decimating their roster, the Brooklyn Nets seemingly did a 180 by 
welcoming Irving back on Friday to be a part-time player after saying they 
wouldn’t do so at the start of the season (he can’t play in home games 
because of New York state rules for unvaccinated people). Irving entered 
COVID protocol on Saturday, so the Nets’ plan, for now, is on hold. 

There also has been much focus on a broader question: Is this March 
2020 all over again? 

The comparisons are fair and natural. 

Yet look closely, and past the screams from all corners on social media, 
to a wee glimmer of hope. 

As the NHL’s biggest outbreak continued in Calgary, Flames head 
physician/medical director Dr. Ian Auld painted a very different picture 
than we saw in many previous team shutdowns. 

“Overwhelmingly, our cases so far have been either asymptomatic or 
mildly symptomatic,” Auld said on Friday with all but a handful of Flames 
in protocol. 

“We do have a few people, somewhere between four and six, and a lot of 
cases are in evolution so it may change, that have had moderate 
symptoms. Chills, fevers, fatigue, but turning the corner quickly, in 36 to 
48 hours. 

“It’s very reassuring for, hopefully the world, but certainly us as a group.” 

We heard similar comments from Tampa Bay Lightning star Steven 
Stamkos when discussing positive cases in his circle. Maple Leafs 
general manager Kyle Dubas said Saturday two of the first four cases on 
his team this week were asymptomatic, one had mild symptoms that 
have since gone away and one had fever, chills and body aches. 

Granted, it’s a small sample size — there isn’t enough evidence to say if 
the Omicron variant is less severe than Delta and, regardless, the rapid 
transmissibility remains a major concern for Canada’s health-care 
system. But even if you think it’s ridiculous that any of the pro leagues 
still are playing, some of the health reports in the sporting sphere give us 
at least cause for optimism. 

Many can relate to what the Flames are going through, by virtue of 
having friends and family members who have contracted the virus over 
the past few weeks — many of whom are vaccinated, like all but one 
NHLer. And many of us have heard similar stories, people feeling 
anywhere from slightly to very ill but also thankful they are vaccinated, 
knowing the data shows that your odds of avoiding serious disease are 
much better with two jabs in the arm, and even better with three. 

Make no mistake, this has been a hard pill to swallow. We thought 
vaccines were our way out, we didn’t see another winter of fear and 
restrictions coming our way, we figured we finally could live free of the 
anxiety that comes with evaluating COVID risk with every decision. 

It’s certainly not the time to test our limits — with COVID in exponential 
growth. The NFL’s changing policy to not test asymptomatic, vaccinated 
players feels like one of those examples. 

Here in Canada, the good news is children younger than 12 are finally 
being vaccinated, boosters are getting into arms and rapid tests are 
being distributed — albeit with plenty of hiccups. 

For sports, the immediate future is foggy. You can make a very strong 
case that leagues don’t want to go on pause in large part because of 
financial considerations — which is really not much different than many 
other businesses desperately hoping to avoid a lockdown. 

It’s never as simple as yelling "Shut it all down" or "Keep it all open." 

It’s a confusing, scary time, and the sporting situation reflects that — it’s 
hard to even contemplate an Olympics in February, never mind that the 
IOC has taken the moral low road by awarding the Winter Games to 
China, where there are serious human-rights issues. 

When it comes to COVID, things easily could get worse before they get 
better — another reason there should be more discussion on whether the 
Olympics go ahead at all, as opposed to all the talk strictly about whether 
the NHL heads to Beijing. 

Pro sports, of course, are no more than a distraction from everyday life 
for the great majority of people — though distractions sure aren’t a bad 
thing right now. But we must remember these athletes are human — and 
a circuit-breaker pause could make a lot of sense for the NHL and NBA, 
both in terms of public health and giving leagues a better chance of 
finishing seasons with more competitive integrity. 

Pause or no pause, keep in mind that there will be a time — hopefully in 
the not-too-distant future — where we’ll have many reasons to be excited 
about what’s happening on the ice, fields and courts. We have legitimate 
Stanley Cup hopes in Canada (sorry, Habs and Senators fans, not you), 
a promising Toronto Blue Jays squad (get that lockout solved, baseball 
owners and players) and, in maybe the most captivating story of all, a 
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Canadian men’s soccer team that has captured the imagination of a 
nation. Alphonso Davies — who represents all that is good about Canada 
in so many ways — and Co. appear to have a real shot at making the 
World Cup after the team was an international minnow for decades. 

Let’s hope that some of the signs we have seen during anxious times at 
Calgary’s Saddledome and across much of the North American sports 
scene can hold true on a bigger scale and push us to better times in 
2022. 
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TSN.CA / With Flames shut down, Valimaki aiming to make most of AHL 
stint 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Among a season full of surprises for the Calgary Flames (one of the best 
starts in franchise history, Andrew Mangiapane being among league 
leaders in goals, and Jacob Markstrom and Dan Vladar setting an NHL 
shutout record), one has gone under the radar. 

Blueliner Juuso Valimaki, the team’s first-round pick in 2017 and 
Finland’s captain at the 2018 World Juniors, was demoted to the 
American Hockey League on Dec. 2, in the middle of his third pro 
season.  

The 23-year-old has had an injury-marred start to his pro career, 
including an off-season knee injury in 2019 that derailed him for nearly 
two years. 

Coming into this season, the opportunity was open on the Flames’ 
blueline. Mark Giordano had been selected by the Seattle Kraken in the 
expansion draft, and the team did not bring in an immediate replacement. 
Instead, the team planned to rely on internal improvement by its young 
defence core of Noah Hanifin, Rasmus Andersson, and Valimaki. 

But Oliver Kylington emerged early, effectively taking the spot that 
Giordano vacated. Valimaki, who is waiver exempt, suited up just eight 
times this season before getting sent to the AHL’s Stockton Heat.  

“To this date, I haven’t been able to really bring the full me to the NHL,” 
Valimaki said. “The type of player I am when I play my best is a two-way 
player with a lot of offensive upside and power play, that kind of stuff.” 

With the Flames currently shut down due to the league’s largest COVID-
19 outbreak, Valimaki’s demotion was perhaps a blessing in disguise. 

“The biggest thing coming from them is just to play games,” he said, of 
communication with Flames management and coaches.  

“That’s what I want to do, build confidence and build my game. 
Obviously, there are things Darryl [Sutter] has talked to me about a lot 
ever since he came in, being quick, hard, and firm, and playing that type 
of hockey. Obviously, I’m going to try keep working on those things. It’s 
important for me to try to continue playing NHL-type hockey and not go 
through the motions.” 

Early on, Valimaki has shown those offensive instincts. In six games with 
first-place Stockton, he has six assists while playing in all situations. 

“He’s been thrown to the wolves with our group here, logging lots of 
minutes and he brings a ton of energy to our group both on and off the 
ice,” said Mitch Love, Stockton’s first-year head coach. “The biggest thing 
from Juuso is seeing him play his game. He plays an up-tempo style, he 

likes to make plays and be a part of the offence, and we want to embrace 
that.” 

Valimaki has not been told if the Flames plan on recalling him soon (a 
matter complicated by the COVID outbreak) or if he will have an 
extended stay in Stockton. Instead, he is focusing on improving in all 
areas of his game. 

In Calgary, he rotated with Nikita Zadorov on the team’s third pairing 
alongside veteran Erik Gudbranson. In Stockton, he’s had a rotating cast 
of partners – most recently, Colton Poolman.  

Should Valimaki eventually earn back Sutter’s trust and draw into games 
with the parent club, he’ll have to get better defensively. Love has 
already noticed some changes. 

“I’ve seen a big improvement in just a couple of weeks in his stick work in 
defensive play,” he said. “Him using his brain and feet to close on people 
to kill plays defensively will be very key for him.” 

The development curve for blueliners tends to be less linear than for 
forwards, and Valimaki isn’t the first young defenceman to take time to 
establish himself at the sport’s top league. He need only to look at 
Kylington, who was waived last season and is now entrenched on a 
pairing with Chris Tanev, as an example of a young defenceman with the 
organization who eventually earned an opportunity. 

“A lot of guys who have experience have gone through this and know 
what it’s like,” Valimaki said. “The biggest thing is just to play hard, and 
not change my habits. I want to give everything that I have every day, to 
myself and to the team.” 

Love, himself a former journeyman blueliner who played 278 games in 
the American Hockey League, emphasized that Valimaki needs to show 
patience with the process. 

“I know he’s got NHL experience, but he’s still a young hockey player,” 
Love said. “He’s still learning about the game and learning about himself 
and what he can and can’t do in a game in the National Hockey League.” 
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TSN.CA / Matthews’ production now matching his underlying numbers 

 

Travis Yost 

 

So, how about that scoring breakout by Auston Matthews? 

On Nov. 17, we posited that Toronto’s superstar sniper was primed for a 
scoring surge. At the time, Matthews was struggling to find the back of 
the net. He had managed seven goals over the first 14 games, hardly a 
cause for concern, and yet an impossibly low number to fathom 
considering what the underlying numbers were suggesting. 

The hallmark indicators of a player primed for favourable regression are 
clear. At the time, Matthews checked off every single box. 

Recalling those five points: 

- The player was near a career low in shooting percentage 

- The player was near a career high in individual shot generation 

- The player’s line was generating career-high shot volumes and scoring 
chances 
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- The player’s line was conceding the same amount of scoring chances 
and shots against as last year, indicative of little relative time spent in the 
defensive zone 

- The player was averaging more than a night 

Said differently, assuming Matthews was fully recovered from off-season 
wrist surgery, the Maple Leafs simply had to be patient and wait for the 
flurry of goals to arrive. 

Over the past month, Matthews has taken the league by storm. No player 
has scored more goals (13) over the past month of the season, and only 
five players have amassed more points: 

The scoring surge has put Matthews just three goals back of the lead for 
the Rocket Richard Trophy, and more importantly, this offensive tear has 
Toronto positioned to compete for first in the Atlantic. 

What does that look like on paper? Let’s update the key technical graphs 
from the piece a month ago, the first focusing on actual-to-expected goal 
scoring at even strength, the second focusing on shooting volumes and 
conversion rates. 

Matthews is one of the best shooters of the puck in the league, and 
routinely beats expected goal-scoring rates in short intervals. We 
suspected the relationship observed at the onset of the season – where 
expected goals for Matthews dwarfed his actual goal total – was both a 
rarity and exception to the rule. The rebound back to normalcy has been 
sharp, and no one is happier about that than Matthews himself. Or head 
coach Sheldon Keefe, I suppose. 

Such a scoring outburst wouldn’t sustain itself if other meaningful 
indicators changed. If Matthews was generating fewer shots, or those 
shots were being generated from weaker scoring areas, our thesis falls 
apart. Over this blistering stretch, Matthews’ shot generation has 
remained in line with his historical averages. That’s acted as the basis for 
a ripper of a shooting percentage rebound: 

The scoring surge also doesn’t correlate, at least meaningfully, with a 
change in usage or a change in the quality of his teammates. 

On the usage side, Keefe has remained persistent with Matthews’ 
minutes, playing him about 20 minutes a night. When it comes to 
teammates, little change there as well. Using the last 10 games as an 
example, Matthews has seen winger Michael Bunting glued to his hip on 
one side, and a rotation of Mitch Marner, Wayne Simmonds, and Ondrej 
Kase on the other side. Other than a small minutes reduction from early-
season linemate William Nylander, there’s not a whole lot going on when 
it comes to deployment. 

And herein lies one of the more frustrating parts about hockey and 
hockey analysis. Sometimes random chance, variation, and volatility are 
the explainers of what happens in small sample sizes. When a player 
goes through an unexpected scoring lull (or surge, for that matter), we 
spend an inordinate amount of time trying to understand inputs and 
outputs and trying to explain why something changed so suddenly. 

But when you can reasonably rule out all possible explanations, it usually 
just comes down to time. The Maple Leafs were able to pick up plenty of 
victories when the Matthews line wasn’t scoring, biding their time. Now 
they are on fire, and Toronto looks one of the best teams in the league 
once more. 
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USA TODAY / COVID-19 continues to disrupt sports world: NHL to 
pause season Wednesday 

 

Chris Bumbaca 

 

No, this is not March 2020. 

The coronavirus pandemic still poses a threat, and will continue to do so, 
but the medical field and infectious disease experts have learned plenty 
about the virus and its spread. Tools such as safe vaccines and masking 
options offer individual protection. 

That means sports leagues will not shut down like they did 20 months 
ago. But with each passing day, it seems another sport or league is once 
again being affected by this pandemic, with postponements and 
infections. For example, 51 NFL players went on the COVID-19 reserve 
list Monday, including Kansas City Chiefs star Travis Kelce. 

NHL pausing season two days early   

Due to the rising number of positive COVID-19 cases throughout the 
league, the NHL and NHL Players' Association agreed to start their 
Christmas break early. 

The NHL plans to pause its season on Wednesday, two days before the 
originally scheduled holiday break from Dec. 24-26, the league confirmed 
Monday night.  

Monday night's game between the Dallas Stars and Minnesota Wild was 
played as scheduled, but the other four games on the docket had been 
postponed. Two games remain on Tuesday's schedule — Washington 
Capitals at Philadelphia Flyers (7 p.m. ET) and Tampa Bay Lightning at 
Vegas Golden Knights (10 p.m. ET) — and both are still a go, pending 
any additional positive tests. 

There were originally 10 games slated for Tuesday, but some games 
between Canadian and American teams were already postponed 
because all cross-border games were put on pause. 

The NHL and NHLPA agreed to postpone the five games that had 
remained on Thursday's schedule during consultations Monday night. 
Players are set to report back to team facilities on Dec. 26 and resume 
daily testing. The NHL schedule is set to resume on Dec. 27. 

Earlier Monday, the Columbus Blue Jackets were shut down because of 
a rising number of cases, and a pair of Tuesday games — New Jersey 
Devils at Pittsburgh Penguins and Arizona Coyotes at Seattle Kraken — 
were also called off because of COVID issues on the Devils and Kraken. 

The Louisville men’s basketball game Wednesday at Kentucky is 
postponed, and the Cardinals have paused basketball activities because 
of “multiple positive COVID-19 tests within the program,” the school 
announced Monday.  

Louisville is coming off an 82-72 loss at Western Kentucky in which it 
played without starting center Malik Williams, who was absent from the 
team. Though Louisville did not name Williams, a spokesman said a 
player was not with the team due to COVID-19 protocols.    

USA Hockey announced Monday that an exhibition between the U.S. 
women's hockey team and Canada has been canceled due to "concerns 
around COVID-19."  

The series, which Canada currently leads 4-2, was scheduled to pick 
back up in Canada after the new year.  

Rafael Nadal said Monday he tested positive for COVID-19 after 
returning to Spain from an exhibition tournament in Abu Dhabi last 
weekend. 

The timing of the positive test potentially complicates Nadal’s plans for 
the Australian Open, which begins on Jan. 17. Nadal, 35, has played 
very little competitive tennis since last year’s French Open because of 
various injuries and was attempting to ramp back up in time for the first 
Grand Slam event of the season.  
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According to multiple reports, NBA teams can sign one replacement 
player for each player that tests positive for the virus between now and 
Jan. 19. Organizations will be required to sign at least one replacement 
player in the event of two positive players.  

Lineups across the league were decimated by roster restrictions over the 
weekend.  

Following a weekend of NBA stars testing positive for the virus, Golden 
State Warriors guard Andrew Wiggins – who received the COVID-19 
vaccine after expressing much hesitancy – entered the health and safety 
protocols.  

NFL teams face tall task in containing virus  

As USA TODAY Sports columnist Jarrett Bell writes, "the NFL must 
brace for COVID-19 to wreak havoc on playoff ramifications before, 
during and throughout the run to Super Bowl 56 on Feb. 13 in Los 
Angeles."  

Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield didn't clear protocol and will miss 
Monday night's game against the Raiders. Nick Mullens will get the start. 

But Bears defensive coordinator Sean Desai was cleared and he will be 
available on Monday against the Vikings. 

Two games will be played on Tuesday at 7 p.m. ET: Washington vs. 
Philadelphia and Seattle vs. Los Angeles Rams.  

Washington said six coaches and a coaching intern would not be 
available for the game against the Eagles. 
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