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Hurricanes skaters on edge as NHL weights player participation in Beijing Olympics

By Chip Alexander 

Frederik Andersen badly wants to be a part of an historic 
hockey appearance by Denmark in the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. 

Teuvo Teravainen has long dreamed of playing in the 
Olympics, perhaps bringing a gold medal back to Finland for 
the first time. 

For Nino Niederreiter, playing in the 2022 Beijing Olympics 
would mark a return, having first competed for Switzerland in 
Sochi in 2014 before being denied another chance in 2018 
when the NHL opted out. 

But those Carolina Hurricanes players and others are quickly 
coming to accept that NHL players probably will not be 
allowed to compete in Beijing. COVID-19, possible lengthy 
quarantines in China for those who test positive for the virus, 
and the need to make up postponed NHL games during the 
February window set aside for the Olympics, will likely result 
in the NHL and NHL Players Association deciding to have 
the players stay put. 

The NHL and NHLPA has said a final decision should be 
announced soon. 

“If we do get to go it will be a huge bonus,” Andersen said 
Monday. “It’s something I haven’t done yet. Obviously with 
Denmark it’s the first chance to go this year. 

“It obviously would be a cool experience. Obviously right now 
it’s definitely very unpredictable what happens tomorrow, so 
I’m trying not to get caught up in everything and just go about 
my business and think about what I can control.” 

Denmark qualified for its first Olympics in August, beating 
Norway 2-0 in a final qualification round. Andersen, as 
consistently good as any goalie in the NHL this season, likely 
would be Denmark’s starter in net. 

The Canes should be well represented if the NHL does allow 
its players to go to Beijing — and they then make the 
decision to go. 

Both Teravainen and Sebastian Aho figure to be on Finland’s 
roster (Aho has already been selected). Niederreiter appears 
a lock for Switzerland, and other potential Olympians could 
include defenseman Jaccob Slavin (USA) and forwards 
Andrei Svechnikov (Russia), Martin Necas (Czech Republic), 
Vincent Trocheck (USA) and Jesper Fast (Sweden). 

The Uncertainty of COVID-19 

The pandemic has made so much uncertain. Players 
continue to be added daily to the NHL COVID list — 
defenseman Brendan Smith was placed in the protocol 
Monday, the eighth Canes player currently on the list. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, like everyone else, is 
awaiting a final call on the Olympics, but said bypassing the 
Games and making up postponed games might be the “safe 
decision.” 

Yes, players are aching to experience an Olympics. But a 
nightmare scenario for an Olympian would be testing positive 
while in China and being forced to quarantine for, say, three 
to five weeks before being allowed to leave the country. 

“I don’t know who would want to go under those 
circumstances,” said Brind’Amour, who competed for 
Canada in 1998. “I put myself in that situation, with family, 
there’s zero chance you’d run the risk of being stuck over 
there. That alone makes it not too enticing.” 

Not the First Time Players Miss the Olympics 

The NHL withheld its players from the 2018 Games in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, after disputes with the 
International Olympic Committee over costs incurred by the 
players for such items as travel and insurance. There also 
were concerns about injuries during the Olympics that would 
have a big impact on an NHL team’s play after the Olympics. 

Aho and Teravainen were hopeful of being a part of Team 
Finland in 2018 but that went by the boards for the NHL 
guys. Maybe 2022, they said then. 

“It’s always been my dream to play in the Olympics,” 
Teravainen said Monday. “As a hockey player that’s one of 
the biggest places you can be. To play for your national team 
is something that is awesome.” 

Finland has twice taken back silver medals from the 
Olympics — in 1988 and 2006 — and has been a bronze-
medal winner four times, including Sochi in 2014. Aho won a 
gold medal for Finland in the 2016 World Junior 
Championship and both Aho and Teravainen wanted to 
shine on the big stage for their home country. 

“It’s too bad,” Teravainen said. “I really haven’t had a chance 
to play and it looks again like there’s no chance. It’s not 
great.” 

And if the NHL guys are allowed to go, would they still go? 
That’s another big question. 

“It is a concern, being stuck over there through the whole 
quarantine,” Niederreiter said Monday. “But at the end of the 
day when you have a chance to represent your country its a 
huge honor and you want to do it. At the same time, there’s a 
lot at stake. 

“We just need to see what the decision will be and whatever 
the case will be, we’ll see how it goes.”
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Hurricanes Christmas wish lists: What present we’d get coach Rod Brind’Amour and each 
Carolina player this year 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes are in excellent shape headed into this 
abruptly longer-than-anticipated holiday break. 

As of their last game against the Kings, they led the NHL in 
wins, points percentage and flat-out points, at 21-7-1 for 43 
points. They’re sitting at the top of a tight Metro Division race 
and have won six of their past seven games — and, lately, 
they’ve been doing it with about half of their regular roster. 

Still, there’s always room for improvement, and some of the 
guys might have a few hockey-related items on their wish 
lists this Christmas. 

Here’s what I’d give them all if I had the means. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour: A blank check and a nod of 
approval from owner Tom Dundon to keep yelling at the refs. 

Sebastian Aho: A theragun and some accessories for his in-
home sauna after putting the team on his back for so much 
of this season so far. 

Teuvo Teravainen: A doctor’s note stating he can never be 
separated from Aho again. 

Andrei Svechnikov: A one-on-one skills showdown with 
Trevor Zegras to see who’s really got it. 

Tony DeAngelo: A gold star for self-awareness. 

Vincent Trocheck: Trocheck gets a DJ booth to spice up his 
pregame playlists, and we’ll also give him a free pass to 
ignore Jordan Martinook’s Nickelback requests for the rest of 
the year. 

Martin Necas: Necas gets healing crystals and seven full 
days of bed rest. 

Nino Niederreiter: Give me fuel, give me fire, give me a Tesla 
for the Canes’ most efficient player, Nino Niederreiter. 
Niederreiter has stepped up when the team has needed him 
most, with eight points in six games before being held 
scoreless against the Kings. 

Jaccob Slavin: Considering Slavin has played over 30 
minutes in multiple games this season, he should look into 
being an endurance swimmer during the offseason. He gets 
an infinity pool. 

Jordan Staal: Staal is getting some Rogaine — not because 
he’s losing any hair, but because he seemed like a 
superhuman when he had the longer flow. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi: This might be the most unrealistic gift of 
all, but try to suspend reality for a moment. For just one day, 
I would like to give Kotkaniemi the ability to log onto the 
internet without seeing some ridiculously bad and incorrect 
opinions about him. 

Jesper Fast: Fast gets a “Number 1 Dad” mug. Ever since 
becoming a father in the offseason, he’s developed dad 
strength and has had a solid bounce-back season. Seven 
goals and 12 points in 29 games isn’t bad for a third-liner. It’s 
already more goals than he had in 46 games last season. 

Seth Jarvis: For the love of God, can someone buy this man 
a new t-shirt? 

I’d also add a year subscription to Duolingo so he can learn 
Finnish and finally use his new Xbox. 

Brett Pesce: After a season involving an injury and 17 days 
in COVID-19 protocol, Pesce deserves a time machine to 
fast forward to the playoffs with no more problems. 

Brady Skjei: Skjei gets a shape-shifting suit so he can 
continue to fill holes in the Hurricanes’ defensive pairings. 

Derek Stepan: As a millennial, I am buying Stepan a 
participation trophy for coming in and out of the lineup with 
zero complaints. He’s been awesome when needed, and I’m 
sure it stinks to have a solid game then be forced out of the 
lineup, but guys like him are crucial come playoffs. 

Steven Lorentz: Lorentz is getting three free coupons to say 
anything he wants. We only found out the real pronunciation 
of his name earlier this year after badgering him. And I’m 
sure one of the most polite and grateful people in the NHL 
has a few more bombs he’s waiting to drop. 

Jordan Martinook: After correctly predicting the first Cane to 
score an almost eerie number of times, Martinook is getting 
some tarot cards. He should probably tap into that intuition. 

Ethan Bear: If you follow Bear on Instagram (@ebear25), 
he’s always giving back and making his communities better 
places. I’d like to give him a blank check to save the world. 

Ian Cole: Cole said in the media guide that his secret talent 
is “vacuuming,” so thank you Cole for being an easy person 
to shop for. You’re getting a Dyson. 

Brendan Smith: I think Smith has been gifted enough with 
several incredible passes from DeAngelo to start off this 
season. 

Freddie Andersen: I’ve already given Andersen the gift of not 
being the Toronto media. My job is done here. 

Antti Raanta: As the Don of the Canes’ self-proclaimed 
“Finnish Mafia,” and as the “dad” of the younger Finns, 
Raanta gets a “No. 1 isä” mug.  

Bonus: Jack Drury: Could Drury be a mainstay on the Canes 
after an impressive call-up? If so, I’m buying him a 
restraining order from fellow Harvard alum and color 
commentator Tripp Tracy. (Just kidding, of course, they’re 
family friends and it’s pretty adorable.)
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Hurricanes wait for what's next as COVID clouds season outlook 

By Ryan Bisesi 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes are not alone in 
facing quarantines, roster moves and schedule changes as 
the NHL and the entire sports universe tries to make 
arrangements around a sudden spate of COVID-19 cases. 

Along with the new restriction brought down by the NHL and 
the NHL Players Association that no team will be able to 
travel across the Canadian border through Dec. 23, players 
are dealing with the real possibility that they may not be 
traveling to Beijing for the Olympics. 

The Winter Olympics hockey tournament is scheduled for 
Feb. 3-20. The league is expected to make an 
announcement on that in the coming days. 

"It's always been my dream to play in the Olympics," said 
Teuvo Teravainen. "It looks like, again, there's no chance of 
that." 

The Hurricanes navigated through a COVID-19 outbreak last 
week that had six players in quarantine, including Sebastin 
Aho, Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechnikov. 

"It's different times, for sure. You just have to battle through 
this," Teravainen said. 

With Sunday's game against Nashville called off due to 
increasing positive COVID cases for the Predators and the 
Hurricanes' previously-scheduled game in Ottawa 
postponed, the team won't play again for a week. They are 
scheduled to host the Florida Panthers on Dec. 27. 

"Right now, it's more of a mental break," said coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. "You're not really pushing on the systems stuff 
too much. It's all about trying to keep their conditioning and 
their legs. Whenever we get back to playing, hopefully those 
guys won't be too far behind on where they were." 

Carolina is coming off back-to-back home wins against the 
Detroit Red Wings and the Los Angeles Kings. 

Brind'Amour says the team is taking a day-by-day approach 
to the uncertainty of the season. 

"The issue really is for us, and everyone, is that we don't 
know," Brind’Amour said. "Nobody really knows what's going 
on here moving forward." 

The NHL has shut down seven teams in an effort to salvage 
the season as COVID-19 outbreaks spread across the 
league. The Toronto Maple Leafs, Detroit Red Wings, 
Colorado Avalanche, Florida Panthers, Calgary Flames, 
Nashville Predators and Boston Bruins have all paused 
operations. 

The NHL is reportedly shutting down beginning Wednesday 
and will allow teams to resume team activities and testing on 
Sunday.  

Brind’Amour confirmed that Martin Nečas was in concussion 
protocol after absorbing a hit from Los Angeles Kings 
defenseman Sean Durzi. 

Carolina is tied with Washington atop the Metropolitan 
Division with 43 points and a league-high 21 wins. 

"This team, it's hard not to be proud of the guys and how 
they play every night," Brind’Amour said. "Regardless of 
where we are in the standings, this and that, that's obviously 
the number one thing we look at ... I'd be proud of the way 
we played to this point." 

In September, the Hurricanes announced all players and 
coaches are fully vaccinated against the virus.
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Holiday Break Come Early: Reflecting On The Canes Joyful Start 

Team heads into several off days with plenty of positive 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Late Monday night the NHL announced an 
amendment to the current league schedule, opting to begin 
the mandated holiday break two days ahead of its originally 
planned date of December 23. The league elected to make 
the decision after a slew of games had been postponed over 
the last several days due to COVID-19 Protocols. 

While the Canes were not impacted by this latest 
announcement game-wise - their three games that were 
scheduled to take place between Sunday and Thursday had 
already been pulled off the table for the time being - it did 
allow them to practice one final time Tuesday before letting 
the players, coaches and staff head into their couple of days 
off. 

The holiday break is commonly looked at as a turning point 
in the season, no longer the start to the campaign, not quite 
yet the midway point. Carolina has played 29 games thus far 
this regular season, which equates to just over 35% of their 
planned 82-game schedule. 

Currently standing 21-7-1 in those 29 games, accompanied 
by the accomplishments of having the most wins in the 
league, the best win percentage, best road record and 
fewest cumulative losses, there's plenty of joy to celebrate 
when it comes to what they've been able to achieve so far. 
Sprinkle on top the fact that they've already hit triple digits 
man games lost due to injury or COVID-19 Protocols, it's 
quite impressive. 

"It's hard not to be proud of the guys and the way we play 
every night," Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour began. "So, 
regardless of where we are in the standings - and that's 
obviously the number one thing we look at - good record or 
not, I'd be proud of the way that we've played up until this 
point. We've had a lot of different guys in the lineup, different 
things happening, but at least until this point, we've played 
hard and we've given ourselves a chance to win every night." 

Recent events have put a strong emphasis on unique roster 
changes coming into play, however, this unfortunately hasn't 
been a new trend for the club. In fact, of the 30 different 
players to wear a Hurricanes sweater this season, only six 
have played in all 29 games. 

Further emphasizing that the team's success is a collective 
effort, not the byproduct of just a few key players, there are 
several important areas through the first two-plus months 
that have guided them to their 21 wins. At the moment the 
team sits tied with the Calgary Flames for the fewest goals 

allowed (62) league-wide and the team's penalty kill ranks 
second in the NHL with its 88.7% success rate. 

An integral part of both facets, Frederik Andersen knows that 
as enjoyable as the start has been, there's more in store. 

"We're among the top in our division and I think we've got to 
be happy about that, but we keep trying to get better. We're 
focused on the day-to-day, that's how we've been 
approaching every day and are trying to get better, no matter 
what's going on tomorrow," he shared. "I think that's going to 
help us through this time as well, having different schedules 
and not knowing what's too far ahead. It's good practice for 
what we have to do and what we have to focus on." 

Currently tied for the most wins among goaltenders in the 
NHL, while also holding a share of the lead in goals against 
average (1.93) and posting a top ten save percentage (.930), 
the first season as a Hurricane for the 32-year-old Danish 
netminder is off to a fantastic start. Perhaps an even more 
fitting way to look at it is that Andersen also leads the league 
in assists by goaltender with his three. Is that important? 
That's up for debate, but even in the areas that aren't as 
imperative, the team seems to be right atop those 
leaderboards as well. 

As followers and participants of the sport alike know, you 
can't win the Stanley Cup in December, but you can have 
played yourself out of a chance for it by then. Someone who 
knows that very well is another first-year member of the 
team, Derek Stepan. With over 100 NHL playoff games 
already under his built, there's no lack of understanding that 
the start is merely that, and the finish is a long ways away. 

"After break, we have to hit the ground running. Something 
this group has always been able to do is to keep the foot on 
the gas pedal, no matter what happened the night before. 
We have to get right back to work and that's the mindset you 
have to have," Stepan said after Tuesday's skate, which only 
featured 12 skaters in total, furthering the point that the work 
continues no matter what. "The pre-break games don't really 
mean anything because post-break, everybody is going to 
ramp it up as we get into the second half and playoff time. 
Those games are going to be even harder to win than the 
first 25-30." 

There will be no such work to be done over the next few 
days though, as the only allowed items that the team can 
complete are mental and physical recovery. They'll then 
return to work on Sunday, December 26, where COVID-19 
testing will resume and practice can take place after 2 p.m. If 
all comes back clear then, the team's next order of business 
would be a meeting with the Florida Panthers at PNC Arena, 
Monday, December 27 at 7 p.m.
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Mailbag: Jack Adams Award favorites, Ducks playoff hopes 

Dan Rosen answers weekly questions 

By Dan Rosen 

Here is the Dec. 22 edition of the mailbag, where we answer 
your questions asked on Twitter using #OvertheBoards. 
Tweet your questions to @drosennhl. 

Jack Adams Award favorites? Mike Sullivan? Peter 
Laviolette? Darryl Sutter? -- @skiminer36 

They're all good choices to be named NHL coach of the 
year. Sullivan has the Pittsburgh Penguins surging up the 
standings in the Metropolitan Division despite the injuries to 
center Evgeni Malkin and forwards Bryan Rust and Jake 
Guentzel. Laviolette deserves a lot of attention particularly 
because the Washington Capitals have been at or near the 
top of the Metropolitan despite their injuries with center 
Nicklas Backstrom missing 30 of 31 games and forward T.J. 
Oshie out for 16. Sutter has turned the Calgary Flames into a 
team resembling the Los Angeles Kings when he coached 
them to the Stanley Cup in 2012 and 2014. They're tough, 
grinding and dominant on the puck. 

I'll toss Dallas Eakins (Anaheim Ducks), Rod Brind'Amour 
(Carolina Hurricanes), Gerard Gallant (New York Rangers) 
and John Hynes (Nashville Predators) into the conversation. 
Bruce Boudreau (Vancouver Canucks) will find himself in the 
mix if their winning trend continues. The Ducks were not 
projected to be a Stanley Cup Playoff team this season; 
they're second in the Pacific Division and one of the most 
exciting teams to watch. Arguably no team plays their system 
and up to their potential better than the Hurricanes, a credit 
to Brind'Amour. The Rangers have gone from playoff 
potential to playoff expected in their first season under 
Gallant, who has them playing fast and aggressive. It looks 
like the Predators are finally getting it under Hynes, who is in 
his third season with Nashville but had his first training camp 
this season. They're rolling lines when healthy and getting 
contributions from each. The Canucks are 6-0-0 since 
Boudreau replaced Travis Green. They're confident again 
and it's showing. 

We also can't ignore Jon Cooper with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. They've won the Stanley Cup the past two 
seasons and are primed to go for it again despite major 
changes in the offseason, losing their entire third line of 
Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow. 
Forwards Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point have been out 
with injuries, yet the Lightning keep winning. Cooper is the 
best coach in the NHL right now. 

Are the Anaheim Ducks a playoff team? -- @KBrunings 

Yes. The Ducks are skilled, deep, fast, fun and aggressive. 
They have active defensemen and elite goaltending, and 
they're well coached. They have four forwards who have 
scored at least 20 points, eight have scored at least 10. They 
have two defensemen with at least 15 points and four with at 
least 10. They have three scoring lines and balance the ice 
time well. Five defensemen have played in all 32 games 
(Kevin Shattenkirk, Cam Fowler, Jamie Drysdale, Hampus 
Lindholm and Josh Manson) averaging between 19:30 and 
23:36 of ice time per game. They're top five in power play 
(26.7 percent) and penalty kill (85.5 percent). They start 
games strong, having scored the first goal 19 times. The 
Ducks are 9-0-2 against teams with a sub-.500 points 
percentage and 8-9-4 against teams that are plus-.500. 
They're not losing points they'll regret later and they're 
gaining enough points against the so-called better teams that 
they should have enough to get into the playoffs. 

How quick can you rebuild a team with two young centers 
signed long term and a recent prized free agent defenseman 
signed? Asking for a friend. -- @stevenwoj 

So, you mean the New Jersey Devils, with centers Jack 
Hughes and Nico Hischier, and defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton. Hughes, Hischier and Hamilton are huge pieces, 
but the Devils have to determine what other long-term 
solutions they have. That takes time, longer when two of 
those three pieces can't stay on the ice together. Hughes 
missed 17 games from Oct. 21-Nov. 28 with a shoulder 
injury, and Hischier missed five games in COVID-19 protocol 
along with Ryan Graves, Hamilton's defense partner and 
another player who is vital to their success. Hughes and 
Hischier have played in the same game eight times this 
season, including against the Seattle Kraken on Oct. 19, 
when Hughes sustained his shoulder injury in the first period. 
The Devils are 3-4-1 in those games. They played in the 
same game 21 times last season, when Hischier missed 35 
with injuries. They were 6-14-1 with them and 13-16-6 when 
Hischier was out. New Jersey needs to get a good run with 
Hughes and Hischier as its top two centers and rookie 
Dawson Mercer as the No. 3. But it's also important to note 
the 20-year-old rookie is playing behind Hischer, who is 22, 
and Hughes, who is 20. The Devils are young at one of the 
most important positions. 

Teams that successfully rebuild have A-plus goaltending. 
The Devils haven't had that this season, and it's not helping 
that MacKenzie Blackwood (neck) and Jonathan Bernier 
(hip) are out. They haven't defended well enough in front of 
their goalies. Their game is too wide open and impatient, and 
it's leading to frustration. They have to figure out if Lindy Ruff 
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is the right coach. It's fair to question as the losing continues, 
but he has to get some rope because of the injuries and 
COVID-19 situation.  

It takes time to rebuild successfully, longer when you have 
injuries to the players you're rebuilding around. I like what 
the Devils are attempting to do; the process requires 
patience. 

Has the outdoor game lost its luster? -- @Chris_Hepler 

Not. At. All. 

I always find it funny when I hear or see fans saying the 
outdoor game isn't special anymore because there are so 
many of them. There are three this season out of 1,312 
games. So, yeah, it's still unique every time the NHL hosts 
one of them, largely because the league tailors the event to 
celebrate the market it's in. Ask the people in the Twin Cities 
right now how they feel about the 2022 Discover NHL Winter 
Classic with the Minnesota Wild and St. Louis Blues coming 
to Target Field in Minneapolis on Jan. 1 (7 p.m. ET; TNT, 
SN, CBC, TVAS). I bet you they don't think the outdoor game 
has lost its luster or appeal. They're pumped and ready to be 
the center of attention in the hockey world, to put the State of 
Hockey and what makes it special on display in front of an 
international New Year's Day audience.  

It was new and a thinking-outside-the-box creation when the 
NHL and Edmonton hosted the Heritage Classic between the 
Edmonton Oilers and Montreal Canadiens at Commonwealth 
Stadium on Nov. 22, 2003. The next foray outdoors was the 
Winter Classic at Ralph Wilson Stadium in Buffalo on Jan. 1, 
2008. It couldn't have gone any better with the blizzard 
creating the snow globe effect and Sidney Crosby scoring 
the shootout winner for the ages for the Pittsburgh Penguins 
in a 2-1 win against the Buffalo Sabres. The game at Target 
Field will be the NHL's 32nd outdoors. The other two this 
season are the 2022 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL 
Stadium Series game between the Nashville Predators and 
Tampa Bay Lightning at Nissan Stadium in Nashville on Feb. 
26 and the 2022 Tim Hortons Heritage Classic between the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Sabres at Tim Hortons Field in 
Hamilton, Ontario on March 13. Twenty-six of the 32 teams 
will have played in one by the time the Lightning play in the 
Stadium Series. Thirty-two venues will have been used 
(Yankee Stadium and Edgewood Tahoe Resort have hosted 
two games each). The games in Minneapolis, Nashville and 
Hamilton will all be unique because of the scene, the 
backdrop, the venue, the market and the fans. The outdoor 
game has not lost its luster.
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Taking Stock of the Metropolitan Division 

As the calendar year 2021 winds down – and the impact of 
the COVID-19 virus ramps back up – it’s as good a time as 
any to take stock of where NHL teams are at. Adam Proteau 
breaks down the eight Metro Division teams and how their 
seasons have gone. 

By Adam Proteau 

The New York Islanders are tied with Boston for the fewest 
games-played (26), but all other Metro teams have played at 
least 28 games – one-third of their full regular season. For 
the most part, we know what teams are about at this stage. 
In order of their place in the standings: 

1. Carolina Hurricanes. Games Played: 29. Record: 21-7-1.  

What went right: Many things went phenomenally for the 
Hurricanes, including their place in the overall NHL 
standings. Carolina has a league-best 21 wins and 43 
standings points. The high-octane Washington Capitals also 
have 43 points, but Carolina has two games in hand on the 
Caps. For all their offensively-skilled players, though, it’s 
defense that has powered this ‘Canes team: they’ve allowed 
only 62 goals-against, tying them with Calgary for the 
league-low. That said, their offense is also encouraging, and 
well spread between their forwards and defense corps. 
Nobody needs to carry anyone else on this roster. Head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour gets his players going through walls 
for him. And virtually all of their best players are less than 30 
years old. 

What is cause for concern: After the Hurricanes stormed out 
to a 14-2-0 start to the 2021-22 campaign, they cooled off 
considerably, going 7-5-1 heading into the holiday break. 
They’ve lost to otherwise sub-par teams in Ottawa, Seattle, 
San Jose, Philadelphia and Vancouver. COVID has taken a 
bite out of their roster, with veterans Jordan Staal, Sebastien 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, among others, testing positive 
for the virus in recent weeks. Carolina’s group of forwards 
aren’t the biggest in the league. They haven’t won a third-
round NHL playoff game since they captured their first and 
only Stanley Cup championship in 2005-06. 

Rest-of-season outlook: The Metro division has three teams 
either tied for first place or within one point of first, and the 
Hurricanes are one of them. Carolina won their division last 
season, so this is where the bar is now set for them. They 
can be as thrilling as they want to be in the regular season, 
but they’ll ultimately be judged by their playoff run. We’ll see 
if their changes in net pay off then. 

2. Washington Capitals. Games Played: 31. Record: 18-6-7.  

What went right: The Capitals are getting a Hart Trophy-
caliber season from sniper Alex Ovechkin, who currently sits 

in third place in league point-getters, with 47 in 31 games. 
They’ve generated an average of 3.42 goals-for – second-
best in the Eastern Conference, and fifth-best in the league – 
and they’re not shabby on defense either, allowing a goals-
against average of 2.58 (fifth-best in the East, and sixth-best 
in the NHL). And they’ve been tied for best in the game in 
standings points despite star center Nicklas Backstrom being 
sidelined by injury for 30 games.  

What is cause for concern: Washington stumbled out of the 
gate this season, posting a 5-2-4 record before catching fire 
in November. However, they entered the holiday break on a 
4-3-2 slide, including a pair of losses to the lowly Chicago 
Blackhawks. Veteran winger T.J. Oshie has been limited to 
just 14 games. They’re an older team, with an average age 
of 28.1 years. (In comparison, the New York Islanders are 
the game’s oldest team (29.4 years), and the defending Cup-
champion Tampa Bay Lightning (28.8) and Pittsburgh 
Penguins (28.4) and Dallas Stars (28.4) are up there, too. 
But most teams in the game are younger than the Capitals. 
Their window to win is still open, but it may close sooner than 
many expect.  

Rest-of-season outlook: The Caps are five games behind the 
Hurricanes in the primary tie-breaker of regulation wins, and 
remember, Carolina has two games in hand on Washington. 
Unless Backstrom gets back in the lineup and takes some of 
the pressure off Ovechkin, they may be closer to third or 
fourth place in the Metro by season’s end. But they’ve shown 
more than enough to put the league on notice they’ll be back 
in the playoffs for the eighth straight season. 

3. New York Rangers. Games Played: 30. Record: 19-7-4.  

What went right: The Rangers sleepwalked through the start 
of the season; though they were saved by the stellar work of 
star goalie Igor Shesterkin, the Blueshirts nonetheless could 
only manage a 6-3-3 record out of the starter’s block. Then, 
for about one month between the second week of November 
and December, they hit their stride, posting an 11-1-0 mark 
in that time. They have legitimate cornerstone contributors in 
forward Artemi Panarin and blueliner Adam Fox. They’ve got 
a top-five-in-the-league defense, averaging just 2.53 goals-
against. 

What is cause for concern: There’s a drop-off in the numbers 
posted by Shesterkin’s backup, Alexandar Georgiev: the 
former has a 13-3-2 record, a 2.05 goals-against average, 
and a .937 save percentage; the latter has a 5-3-2 mark, a 
2.87 G.A.A., and a .902 SP. The development of top draft 
picks Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko has not been 
linear. Both of them are still only 20 years old, but their status 
as high picks means there’s always going to be pressure on 
them to improve. 
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Rest-of-season outlook: The Blueshirts underwent a 
housecleaning last season, but first-year Rangers head 
coach Gerard Gallant has delivered as advertised and 
guided them almost to the top of the toughest division in 
hockey. So long as Shesterkin stays healthy, they’re going to 
push the Canes and Capitals for top spot in the Metro. 

4. Pittsburgh Penguins. Games Played: 30. Record: 17-8-5.  

What went right: Without their top two players (Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin) for most of the start of their 
season, the Penguins could’ve been forgiven if they lagged 
in the standings until their core talents returned to action. But 
the Pens have been one of the NHL’s most resilient 
franchises in part because there’s more to Pittsburgh than 
just their top two centers. Indeed, though the Penguins have 
averaged three goals-for per game, it’s their defense that has 
carried them. They’ve averaged only 2.40 goals-against per 
game, which is third-best in the entire league. Goalie Tristan 
Jarry (15-5-4 record, 1.93 G.A.A., .932 SP) has forgotten 
about his playoff meltdown last season. If the Pens weren’t 
so lousy at shootouts (1-4), they’d be right there with 
Carolina and Washington for top spot in the Metro. Given 
their personnel ups and downs, that’s pretty astonishing. 

What is cause for concern: If something does go awry for the 
Penguins, they have absolutely no cap space to address it. 
While Jarry has been excellent, backup Casey DeSmith (2-3-
1, 3.03 G.A.A., .905 SP) has not. Is Penguins GM Ron 
Hextall going to leave DeSmith where he is now, and risk 
another playoffs with no option in net if Jarry struggles? 
You’d have to believe Hextall is ready to make a dollar-for-
dollar deal to add depth in net.  

Rest-of-season outlook: The Penguins went 5-6-4 to start 
this season, and since then, they’ve lost just twice in 
regulation and once in a shootout (going 12-2-1 since Nov. 
16). If head coach Mike Sullivan ever gets a completely 
healthy lineup to work with, Pittsburgh has every chance of 
staying where they are, with a fairly firm lock on a post-
season berth, and a chance at first place in the division. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets. Games Played: 28. Record: 14-
13-1.  

What went right: The rebuilding Blue Jackets shocked more 
than a few by starting the year 12-6-0. Columbus also 
surprised people with their offense, tenth-best in the NHL at 
an average of 3.18 goals-for per game. Forward Boone 
Jenner has as many goals (11) in 28 GP this season as he 
did in 70 GP in 2019-20. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov is 
just five points away from tying his career-best in that 
category (18 points in 69 games in 2019-20). There is a good 
amount of talent in Columbus, but it needs more of it in all 
areas. 

What is cause for concern: Following their strong start to the 
year, the Blue Jackets have received a cold dose of reality, 
posting a 2-7-1 mark through the holiday break. Their overall 
defense (which allows an average of 3.36 goals-against per 
game, the eighth-worst in the league in that category) has 
been a sore spot. No team in the league allows more shots 
per game than Columbus (34.8). With 29 standings points, 
they’re closer to the last-place-in-the-division Islanders (22 
points) than they are behind the Penguins (39 points).  

Rest-of-season outlook: There is simply not enough depth in 
Columbus to believe the Jackets will turn a corner in their 
remaining 54 games. GM Jarmo Kekalainen has more than 
$11 million in cap space to facilitate trades through, but he’s 
likely thinking longer-term than he is about contending for a 
playoff spot this year.  

6. Philadelphia Flyers. Games Played: 29. Record: 12-12-5.  

What went right: Philadelphia’s dismal season cost head 
coach Alain Vigneault his job in early December, so you 
know very little has gone right for the Flyers. But interim 
bench boss Mike Yeo has been a breath of fresh air for 
them, as Philly has won four of seven games and earned at 
least one point in five of seven games. And starting goalie 
Carter Hart has managed to put up a .918 SP in 19 GP. He 
hasn’t been perfect, but in a year where no Flyers player 
was, Hart has shown he can be part of the solution. 

What is cause for concern: GM Chuck Fletcher drastically 
remade the Flyers’ roster this past summer, citing his 
disappointment with last season as the key reason behind 
his moves. But somehow, the retooled Philadelphia lineup 
has scored only 77 goals this season, giving them the NHL’s 
eighth-worst offense. Their defense is the 11th-worst in the 
league at an average of 3.17 goals-allowed. Philly is also 
capped-out, meaning Fletcher will have to take back as 
much money as he deals away. 

Rest-of-season outlook: The Flyers are at a crossroads with 
some veteran talent; what Fletcher chooses to do with them 
as Philadelphia aims for an improbable bounce-back will 
dictate whether they bottom out in the standings, or scratch 
and claw their way to the fringes of a playoff race. Much was 
expected of them entering the season, and they’ve shown 
that optimism was not justified. 

7. New Jersey Devils. Games Played: 30. Record: 10-15-5.  

What went right: As they sought to take small steps forward 
as a unit, the Devils made a number of off-season moves 
that presented cause for a heightened competitive bar. 
Unfortunately, they haven’t succeeded nearly enough for GM 
Tom Fitzgerald and head coach Lindy Ruff’s liking. New 
Jersey posted a decent-enough 7-3-2 record out of the gate, 
but since then, they’re a woeful 3-12-3.  

What is cause for concern: COVID has hurt the Devils, but 
their goaltending has been brutal – they’ve had six different 
players tend goal for them thus far this year, and their goals-
allowed total of 105 is better only than Montreal (109), 
Arizona (109) and Seattle (108) – and the addition of star D-
man Dougie Hamilton hasn’t been enough to offset their 
adventures in their own end. Swedish winger Jesper Bratt is 
their leading point-producer, with 24 points in 29 games. But 
with all due respect to Bratt, he shouldn’t be New Jersey’s 
leading scorer. That’s what Nico Hischier and Jack Hughes 
are supposed to be there to do. 

Rest-of-season outlook: New Jersey is already 14 points and 
three teams out of the final playoff berth in the Metro, so let’s 
not pretend they’ve got much of a chance to make people 
forget about the bad things they’ve done this year. Ruff may 
not be their coach by the time next season begins, but he’ll 
push Devils players as hard as they can be pushed. Clearly, 
Fitzgerald’s work here is not done. 
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8. New York Islanders. Games Played: 26. Record: 8-12-6.  

What went right: The Islanders also have been hit hard by 
COVID, but nobody thought they’d be at the bottom of the 
Metro. To the contrary – this was supposed to be the year 
the Isles would challenge for top spot in the division. Instead, 
just about everything has gone wrong for them, from their 
ability to produce offense (their 2.19 goals-for average is 
third-worst in the league), to their inability to win at home 
(they’re 2-5-3, better only than Arizona, at 2-10-1). The best 
the Isles can hope for at this stage is a respectable finish for 
the regular season. Forgetting about this nightmare of a year 
is going to be hard, but necessary. In the bigger picture, the 
Isles still have many great pieces. 

What is cause for concern: What isn’t cause for concern on 
Long Island? They don’t have a single player who has 20 
points or more. They’re 0-3 at shootouts. They may be able 
to climb over the Devils and avoid the basement in the 
Metro, but it’s going to take a whole lot of great coaching by 
Barry Trotz to keep despair from settling in the rest of the 
way this season. 

Rest-of-season outlook: The Isles have some catching up to 
do in the games-played department, but they’ve won just 
three times in their past 17 (3-10-4). The cavalry is not 
coming to save them. Ultimately, they’ve got to endure the 
pain that remains this season, and reload in the hope of 
having better all-around luck than they’ve had this year.

 

 

 

Quick Whistles: Organizational Depth, Jesperi Kotkaniemi Keeps Rolling, Key Players Step 
Up 

The Hurricanes have been leaning on their organizational 
depth as of late, and things couldn’t be going any better. 

By Brett Finger  

On this week’s installment of Carolina Hurricanes 
organizational depth, we shift our focus to forwards. 

The Canes needed the help of five Chicago Wolves players 
last week - Jack Drury, Andrew Poturalski, Josh Leivo, 
Stefan Nosen, and C.J. Smith. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, it was Drury who stole the spotlight, 
scoring goals in each of his first two NHL games and doing 
so in impressive fashion. 

The 2018 second-round draft pick averaged 15:58 of ice time 
across his first two games, scored twice, won 12 of 15 
faceoffs, and had a 58.3 xGF%. 

Poturalski’s first NHL point against Detroit got 
understandably overlooked, but his journey has been a long 
one to get to this point. He was an undrafted player out of the 
University of New Hampshire who got a contract from the 
Hurricanes all the way back in March of 2016. 

He played in his first NHL games the following season, but 
then he went four full seasons without playing in any games 
on a big club. Over that period, he won a Calder Cup, was 
named the AHL player of the year, and ultimately found 
himself out in California with the Anaheim Ducks’ AHL 
affiliate. 

Things all came full circle, though. He returned to the 
Hurricanes’ organization last summer and finally found his 
way back to the NHL. In two games, he has two points. 

He has been a world-beater in the AHL for years, so it’s very 
cool to see him back in the league and contributing. 

Leivo, Noesen, and Smith were contenders for a depth roster 
spot in training camp, and while they didn’t make the team 
out of camp, their start to the AHL season set them up for an 
opportunity here. They’ve both looked comfortable in depth 
roles through two games, which is another testament to just 
how much depth the Hurricanes have. 

You have to look for the positives in tough spots like this, and 
these guys coming up and playing the way they have has 
made that very easy for the Hurricanes. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

The up and down debut season of Kotkaniemi in Raleigh has 
seen much more ups than downs as of late. In fact, there’s 
very little to be down on with regards to his play over the last 
month. 

Dating back to November 26, Kotkaniemi has five goals and 
nine points in his last 11 games, and it’s probably not a 
coincidence that his great stretch of play lines up almost 
perfectly with his move back to the center position.  

Over that stretch, the Hurricanes have controlled north of 
50% of the expected goals-for with him on the ice in all but 
two of those games. And in one of those two games where 
they didn’t, they came in at 49.85%. Eh, close enough? 

The numbers back up what has been obvious on the ice - 
he’s getting it together, and he’s making an impact all over 
the ice. 

Before these last 11 games, Kotkaniemi had just four total 
points in 18 games to start the season. 

His game has steadily elevated as his role has. As the 
Canes have gotten hit hard by COVID, he has seen his ice 
time skyrocket. In his last three games before the 
COVID/holiday break, he saw 16:30 of ice time per game 
and recorded five points. 
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It will be interesting to see what happens when things 
(hopefully) calm down and the Hurricanes get their regular 
lineup back. It’s hard to imagine that he would supplant any 
of the team’s top three centers, and with how well he’s 
played in the middle of the ice, it’s also hard to imagine that 
he will move back to the wing. 

So, for now, it looks like the Canes should be very happy to 
have such a great group of four centers. While the path to a 
more prominent role consistently might not be clear right 
now, if he continues to play the way he’s been playing, that 
will happen in due time. 

Key Players Stepping Up 

The story from Carolina’s last few games has been about 
their organizational depth, and deservedly so, but the play of 
their regulars who have stayed in the lineup has been just as 
important. 

After starting the year as a big piece on the team’s third line 
and missing much of November due to injury, Nino 
Niederreiter returned to the lineup in that same role, but he 
has been relied upon more heavily for offense as of late, and 
he has been up to the task. 

Over his last seven games, Niederreiter has four goals and 
eight points, including a two-goal game against the Detroit 
Red Wings when the Hurricanes were two players short. He 
had a season-high 19:57 of ice time in that game. 

This season was always going to be a crucial one for 
Niederreiter. He’s a pending unrestricted free agent, and 
you’d expect a player in that situation to be pushing for 

offensive production so that he can secure a bigger contract. 
That wasn’t the case for him, though. 

For most of the season, he hasn’t been in the top-six. He’s 
been grinding away on the third line with Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast, and his game has been centered around puck 
possession, physicality, and defense. 

Now, he’s getting rewarded in the form of more opportunities 
for offense. Before Sebastian Aho got put on COVID 
protocol, Niederreiter got bumped to the first line with the 
Finns and instantly clicked in that spot. 

With both Nino and Vincent Trocheck scheduled to be UFAs 
this summer, the popular conclusion was that Trocheck 
would be the guy they brought back. That still may be the 
case, but Niederreiter is again proving why he shouldn’t be 
overlooked. 

There was a relatively long stretch where Teuvo Teravainen 
was quietly in a big rut with his game. The team wasn’t 
controlling the puck with him on the ice, and, as a result, they 
weren’t producing offense. 

That script has flipped over the last few weeks, too. 
Teravainen has eight points over his last seven games, and 
outside of the game in Calgary, he’s been a massive plus in 
terms of possession and expected goals. 

There are plenty of players to thank for the Hurricanes 
managing to get through this unbelievable stretch of 
obstacles, but Niederreiter and Teravainen holding things 
down might be at the top of the list. 

And I checked that list twice. Happy holidays.

 

 

 

Wolves’ Cleveland trip postponed 

The American Hockey League announced Tuesday that due 
to league COVID-19 protocols affecting the Chicago Wolves, 
their games scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday on the 
road against the Cleveland Monsters have been postponed. 
Makeup dates have yet to be set. 

The Wolves, who have won a franchise-record-tying 12 
games in a row, will next have their chance to set the team 
record Friday, Dec. 31, at Rockford. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves return to Allstate Arena 
on Jan. 1 when they host the Rockford IceHogs in the 
inaugural Chicago New Year’s Classic. To celebrate the first 
New Year’s Day home game in Wolves history, fans can take 
30 percent off by using the code CLASSIC right here. For 
more information, visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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With COVID cases rising again, have rules changed for fans at sporting 
events? Not really 

 

Jordan McPherson, Anthony Chiang 

 

With the NHL shut down until after Christmas due to spiking COVID-19 
cases and the Miami Dolphins playing on the road the next two weeks, 
the Miami Heat is the only professional sports show in town for the next 
week. The Heat opens a four-game homestand Tuesday against the 
Indiana Pacers that continues with games Thursday against the Detroit 
Pistons, Sunday against the Orlando Magic and Dec. 28 against the 
Washington Wizards. 

And while the NBA has continued to deal with rising cases of its own — 
more than 70 players were in the league’s health and safety protocols as 
of Tuesday, including Giannis Antetokounmpo, Kevin Durant, James 
Harden and Trae Young among others — the fan experience at a Heat 
game, for now, is remaining the same. 

COVID-19 protocols for fans attending games at FTX Arena are 
remaining the same for the time being. The arena already had a mask 
policy in place for everyone over the age of 2 regardless of vaccination 
status, one that will be more strictly enforced. The only time the mask is 
allowed to not cover the mouth and nose is while eating at your seat or at 
designated areas around the arena. 

The Heat does not require testing or proof of vaccination to attending 
games except for seats within 15 feet of the court, which the Heat has 
labeled the “Red Zone.” The current estimation for “Red Zone” seats at 
FTX Arena is about 700. 

For that group, guests have three options: Show proof of full vaccination, 
show proof of a negative COVID-19 test or take a free rapid antigen test 
at the arena. This is an NBA requirement, not one created by the Heat. 

A no bag policy remains in effect at FTX Arena to start the upcoming 
season although exceptions will be made for small bags as well as 
medical and infant bags. 

The rules are basically the same at Sunrise’s FLA Live Arena, home of 
the Florida Panthers. 

The only difference: Masks are only recommended, not required, at FLA 
Live Arena. 

The no bag and no cash policies are virtually identical at both venues. 

But it will be a little bit until the Panthers are playing at home again. The 
NHL is shutting down its season from Wednesday through Sunday after 
spiking COVID-19 cases had already resulted in nine of the league’s 32 
teams to be shut down for the week. 

The NHL has now postponed 44 games in December. 

“Players will report back to their Clubs on Dec. 26, which shall be used 
for testing, practice and/or travel only,” reads a joint statement from the 
NHL and NHL Players Association released late Monday night. “Upon 
return from the Holiday Break to team facilities, no individual in the 
team’s Traveling Party shall enter the facility (other than for testing 
purposes) until they have a negative test result. Any practice scheduled 
for Dec. 26 must begin after 2:00 p.m. local time.” 

The Panthers’ next home game is now Dec. 29 against the New York 
Rangers. 

And at Hard Rock Stadium, home of the Dolphins and the site of the 
Orange Bowl College Football Playoff Semifinal between the No. 2 
Michigan Wolverines and No. 3 Georgia Bulldogs on Dec. 31, the lone 
recommendation is that attendees wear masks while in indoor spaces, 
regardless of vaccination status. 

However, the stadium’s COVID-19 updates page also notes that “based 
on trends and regulatory guidance, we will continue making adjustments 
to these measures, which may change at any time without notice.” 

The Dolphins only have one more home game left in the regular season, 
their Jan. 9 finale against the New England Patriots. 
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NBA has no plans to pause season 

While the NHL has temporarily put its season on hold, the NBA has no 
such plans to do the same right now. 

NBA commissioner Adam Silver said Tuesday during an appearance on 
ESPN’s “NBA Today” that the season will continue on as planned. The 
league has so far postponed just seven games. 

“Frankly, we’re having trouble coming up with what the logic would be 
behind pausing right now,” Silver said. “As we look through these cases 
literally ripping through the country right now, putting aside the rest of the 
world, I think we’re finding ourselves where we sort of knew we were 
going to get to for the past several months — and that is that this virus 
will not be eradicated and we’re going to have to learn to live with it. 
That’s what we’re experiencing in the league right now.” 
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Chase Priskie, wearing ‘big boy pants’ and playing ‘hard hockey,’ left 
impression on Panthers 

 

Jordan McPherson 

 

Chase Priskie’s NHL debut on Nov. 4 was more about finding his 
bearings than cementing himself as a regular on the roster. It was a 
dream come true, a Pembroke Pines native playing hockey at the highest 
level for the hometown Florida Panthers. 

A month and a half later, when the Panthers called upon Priskie again in 
a time of need, he had bigger goals in mind. 

“This time,” Priskie said, “I wanted to make my mark.” 

He certainly did that for the shorthanded Panthers. 

Priskie was one of four players called up from the Charlotte Checkers for 
Florida’s eventual 4-1 loss to the Los Angeles Kings at FLA Live Arena, 
one of the reinforcements to bring the roster as close to full strength as 
possible after the Panthers had seven players sidelined to due the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocols in addition to the rash of injuries they were already 
dealing with. 

With the Panthers missing their top defenseman in Aaron Ekblad, both 
members of their No. 2 defensive pairing in Radko Gudas and Gustav 
Forsling, and half of their No. 3 pairing in Brandon Montour, Priskie took 
full advantage of his opportunity. 

He logged the second-most ice time among Panthers skaters (25:29), 
recording a shot on goal, three hits, a takeaway and a blocked shot in 
that span while getting playing time on both the power play and penalty 
kill. 

And this came after playing back-to-back games Tuesday and 
Wednesday for the Checkers before being told he would be playing for 
the Panthers on Thursday. 

“When I got the call,” Priskie said, “I knew it was time to get my big boy 
pants on and play hard hockey.” 

He did just that in the eyes of interim coach Andrew Brunette, who said 
Priskie played “exceptional” against the Kings. 

“He used his feet, managed the game very well,” Brunette said. “He 
played great. Another guy I am so happy for. I am sure it feels good, at 
home, to play that kind of game here in front of friends and family. Great 
story. He earned every minute he got.” 

When he’ll get his next opportunity is to be determined. The NHL shut 
down the Panthers one day after the Kings game due to the team’s 
COVID outbreak. The rest of the league’s season is now officially paused 
as well, with no games happening until Monday at the earliest. 

Priskie and the other three call ups — fellow defenseman Matt Kiersted 
as well as forwards Cole Schwindt and Grigori Denisenko — returned to 
Charlotte to continue playing for the AHL team in the meantime. 

And Priskie is still playing high level hockey, continuing to show signs of 
his potential as an offensive-minded defenseman. He followed up his 
game with the Panthers by scoring the game-winning goal on Sunday for 
the Checkers against the Bridgeport Islanders to cap a five-game week. 

“I know I can be an everyday player at this level,” Priskie said. “It’s just 
about having the confidence, playing with confidence, having a little 
swagger. I kind of felt that [Thursday]. I had some quality minutes and 
this was another step in the process of being an NHL player.” 

That confidence, Priskie said, stems from his performance during training 
camp. He felt like he was making an impression on his teammates and 
the coaching staff. He and Kiersted were the final cuts among 
defensemen just before the start of the season but were both added back 
to the roster temporarily when Marcus Nutivaara suffered an injury just 
before Opening Night. 

The time on the roster then, just like now, was short-lived. 

“Even though you may earn the respect of a lot of guys in the room, 
going on the ice and showing you belong on the team earns the respect 
in a different way,” Priskie said. “Training camp was huge for my 
confidence and getting called up at the start of the year kind of reinforced 
that confidence.” 

He showed it again on Thursday. 
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Just when sports world was getting back to normal, here we go again 
with Omicron | Opinion 

 

BY MICHELLE KAUFMAN DECEMBER 21, 2021 4:48 PM 

 

Well, it sure was fun while it lasted. 

It was fun seeing 111,156 fans bundled up and packed into Michigan 
Stadium again for a thrilling upset of rival Ohio State. It was fun tuning 
into English Premier League matches on weekend mornings and hearing 
that familiar sound of fans serenading their heroes at Old Trafford, 
Anfield, Stamford Bridge and Emirates Stadium. 

It was fun seeing the return of Duke’s Cameron Crazies, decked head to 
toe in blue, heckling the Blue Devils’ opponents. And it sure was fun 
seeing more than 15,000 fans at FLA Live Arena cheering on the Florida 
Panthers as they tied an NHL record with an 11-0 home start. 

After a disrupted, downright depressing 2020 sports year that will be 
remembered for cancellations, empty arenas, bubbles, and massive lost 
revenue, it was great to see the focus return to sports for a few brief 
months. 

But just when it seemed things were almost back to normal for the first 
time in 21 months, here we go again with the Omicron variant. 

In the past few weeks, hundreds of athletes across all sports have tested 
positive for some form of the COVID virus. Outbreaks have left some 
teams decimated. 
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Forty-nine NHL games have been postponed, and the league decided to 
begin its holiday break two days early. More than 70 NBA players are in 
“COVID protocol,” meaning they have tested positive or inconclusive for 
COVID. Any NBA player who tests positive must spend at least 10 days 
away unless he tests negative twice in a 24-hour window. 

Nearly 200 of 2,200 NFL athletes have been placed on the COVID-
reserve list since Dec. 13 as the league announced enhanced protocols 
and a new targeted testing strategy. 

Last Saturday, more than 20 men’s college basketball teams canceled 
games due to positive tests – including Florida State. The University of 
Miami, which had to forfeit a women’s basketball game against Duke last 
weekend due to positive COVID tests, announced Tuesday that its 
football team is in COVID protocol but hopeful it can play in the Sun Bowl 
Dec. 31. 

Of the 10 Premier League matches scheduled last weekend, only four 
were played. 

Once again, the sports lexicon is back to those dreaded words: protocols, 
quarantines, positive tests, asymptomatic, symptomatic, postponements. 

A cloud of uncertainty hangs over sporting events all over the world this 
holiday season. But this time, don’t expect complete shutdowns. This is 
not March 2020. 

A lot more is known about the virus than when the pandemic began. 
Strict protocols have been refined. Most significantly, there are effective 
vaccines that, according to medical experts, greatly reduce the chance of 
severe illness, hospitalization, and death. 

The majority of athletes testing positive have mild or no symptoms. 
Ninety nine percent of NHL players are vaccinated, 97 percent of NBA 
players are vaccinated, and 95 percent of NFL players are vaccinated, 
according to each league. 

The fact that there is an uptick in positive cases among such a young, 
healthy, vaccinated population can be attributed to the Omicron’s 
contagious nature and to the fact that athletes get tested a whole lot 
more than the rest of the population -- every day in some cases. 

Unlike 2020, expect the sports world to power through with caution and 
re-evaluate policies rather than fold up its tents. 

South Carolina men’s basketball coach Frank Martin, a Miami native, 
contracted COVID-19 twice last season. He said in a Zoom interview last 
Friday that policies need to be adjusted now that a vaccine exists. 

“If you’re vaccinated, and you’re asymptomatic, you should not get tested 
because the vaccine doesn’t prevent you from being positive,” Martin 
said. “I’ve had this crap twice. I’m double vaccinated. Next week, I go get 
my booster. 

“If they make me take a test, I’m not symptomatic and I’m positive…I’m 
out for 10 days. That’s what it was before vaccines. Why are we doing 
the same thing with vaccines? I don’t comprehend that. I don’t know how 
we (college basketball) are going to be able to play a season with 
policies that were in place pre-vaccination.” 

Inter Miami coach Phil Neville and UM men’s basketball coach Jim 
Larranaga both feel sports can and should continue with increased 
vaccination levels and strict protocols. 

“Everyone has to get vaccinated, that’s the most important thing, 
because the vaccination will keep you safe and people around us safe,” 
Neville said. “What we’ve seen in world sports at this moment is that 
those that are suffering the most are the unvaccinated. Then it’s the 
processes in and around the training ground and what you do in your life 
in terms of wearing masks, cleaning hands, making sure you stay socially 
distant when you are out and about, spending as much time outside as 
possible, taking every precaution possible.” 

Larranaga agreed and equated getting a vaccine to wearing a seat belt. 

“Everybody should get double vaccinated and a booster,” Larranaga 
said. “Just like seat belts, you protect yourself best you can against 
accidents. It makes absolutely no sense not to be vaccinated because it 
has been proven that people who get vaccinated, even though they’re 
not totally protected from getting the virus, they’re almost 100 percent 
protected from being hospitalized or dying.” 

He said all his players and staff are vaccinated, and they have not had 
any positive cases last season or so far this season. 

Now, more than ever, Neville said, the world needs sport to go on. 

“In this time, where there’s financial problems, health problems, mental 
health issues because of all the anxiety, stress and worry, sport has a 
real big positive effect on the mental well-being of people,” he said. “I see 
it in America when you’re watching basketball, ice hockey, American 
football. In England, as well. The first thing the government did was bring 
back soccer because of the positive effect it would have on the nation. 

“Sports is a great platform. We can help the nation in these difficult 
times.” 

With the proper protocols in place, here’s hoping the games can go on. 
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Here we go: NHL to shut down everything for 5 days as COVID surges 

 

By STEPHEN WHYNO AND JOHN WAWROW ASSOCIATED PRESS 
|DEC 21, 2021 AT 8:44 AM 

 

The NHL is beginning a leaguewide shutdown Wednesday amid a rise in 
positive COVID-19 test results among players, and with 10 of the 
league’s 32 teams’ schedules already paused and their facilities closed. 

The league announced Monday night that it will open its annual holiday 
break two days earlier than scheduled and have it run through Saturday. 
The decision, reached in coordination with the NHL Players’ Association, 
means five additional games scheduled for Thursday will be postponed, 
bringing the total this season to 49. 

Two games slated for Tuesday are still set to go on as scheduled. Teams 
will then report back for COVID-19 testing and practice on Sunday, a day 
before games are set to resume. Players and members of each team’s 
traveling party will be required to test negative before being allowed back 
in their respective facilities. 

The decision to begin the break early comes a day after the NHL and 
NHLPA issued a joint statement announcing they were attempting to 
avoid a leaguewide shutdown by making decisions on a team-by-team 
basis. The holiday break was previously supposed to run from Friday to 
Sunday. 

Of the 49 games postponed, 44 have occurred over the past two weeks 
with the delta and omicron variants spreading across North America. 

More than 15% of the league’s 700-plus players are in virus protocol, and 
the resulting schedule disruption almost certainly has doomed the 
possibility of Olympic participation. A final decision on the Beijing Games 
is expected this week, and the odds of NHL players returning to the 
Olympics for the first time since 2014 have cratered. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets, Montreal Canadiens, Edmonton Oilers and 
Ottawa Senators on Monday became the latest teams to pause all 
activities because of positive COVID-19 tests. The Boston Bruins, 
Colorado Avalanche, Detroit Red Wings, Florida Panthers, Nashville 
Predators and Toronto Maple Leafs also have their facilities closed, and 
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the Calgary Flames just reopened theirs to players, coaches and staff not 
in protocol. 

The U.S. and Canadian women’s hockey teams were set to play a pre-
Olympic game Monday night in St. Paul, Minnesota, but that was 
canceled because of COVID-19 concerns. 

Much about the omicron coronavirus variant remains unknown, including 
whether it causes more or less severe illness. Scientists say omicron 
spreads even easier than other coronavirus strains, including delta, and it 
is expected to become dominant in the U.S. by early next year. Early 
studies suggest the vaccinated will need a booster shot for the best 
chance at preventing an omicron infection but even without the extra 
dose, vaccination still should offer strong protection against severe 
illness and death. 
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NHL Today: League paused due to Covid outbreak, return Dec. 27 

 

By George Richards  

 

The NHL has paused its season — however briefly — due to a Covid-19 
outbreak throughout the league following the two games remaining on 
schedule for tonight. 

The league had originally scheduled games through Wednesday night 
with teams breaking for Christmas. 

As it currently stands, there will be two games tonight: Washington at 
Philadelphia (ESPN+) and Tampa Bay at Vegas. 

Teams will not be returning for practice — all facilities will be closed — 
until Sunday afternoon with the game schedule resuming Monday. 

Players and staff will have to test out to be able to return, so we are 
probably not done with players being added to the protocol list. 

The Panthers are paused, but we’re not! 

The Panthers are scheduled to visit the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday 
at 7 p.m. 

For now, anyway. 

Florida, of course, was one of the first teams to have its games put on 
hold when the league paused the Panthers, Flames and Avalanche on 
Friday afternoon. 

More teams and more games were postponed as the weekend wore on. 

With so many games moved to the TBA stage, it appears likely NHL 
players will not be going to Beijing for the Winter Olympics and these 
games will be made up — or at least a large majority — in February. 

The Panthers currently have three games which need to be made up: at 
Minnesota, at Chicago and against Nashville. 

Chase Priskie had one heck of a week. 

Not only did he cap four games (five when you count the one against the 
Kings) by being named the AHL Player of the Week — but he got 
married on Sunday. 

Congrats to Chase! (FHN) 

— The first round of voting for the NHL All-Star weekend came out and, 
as usual, the Panthers aren’t doing real well. 

Remember that time Jaromir Jagr ran away with the Atlantic Division 
captaincy? Fun times. (FHN) 

AROUND THE NHL 

One casualty of the Covid postponements was the return of Mark 
Giordano making his return to Calgary with the Kraken. 

It will have to come another day. (CalgaryHockeyNow) 

— Speaking of All-Star voting, Alex Ovechkin is good. 
(WashingtonHockeyNow) 

— Dylan Larkin, Vladimir Tarasenko and Nikolaj Ehlers were named the 
NHL’s three stars of the week. (TSN) 

— Larkin is hot, but who is not for the Wings? (DetroitHockeyNow) 

— The Hockey News looks at the Atlantic Division and where it stands 
right now. (THN) 

— Here is another power ranking, this one from NBC. (NBCSports) 

— The Avalanche still aren’t on a lot of televisions in the Denver area. 
(ColoradoHockeyNow) 
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Chance of a Florida Panthers NHL All-Star captain? Not great 

 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers have only had one captain of an NHL All-Star team 
since the league went to the divisional split a few years back. 

That captain was one Jaromir Jagr in 2016 — and he did not even want 
the gig. 

But, upon being threatened with being suspended for a game if he did 
not go, Jagr reluctantly went to Nashville with the rest of the Panthers 
(Aaron Ekblad, Roberto Luongo and Gerard Gallant) voted onto the team 
to represent the Atlantic Division. 

By all accounts, Jags had a blast. 

The captain of the four All-Star teams are voted on by fans and that 
usually puts Florida players behind the old 8-ball. 

Unless your name is Jaromir Jagr, of course. 

The Panthers are paused, but we are not! 

Not only do Florida players have to compete with a host of Canadian-
based players — yeah, there are a lot more fans of Canadian teams who 
would take the time to vote on these kind of things — not to mention the 
likes of the Tampa Bay Lightning and Boston Bruins. 

So, good luck to Sasha Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Ekblad and Sergei 
Bobrovsky — the four Panthers players on this year’s All-Star ballot. 

You can vote HERE. Votes can be submitted through 11:59 p.m. ET on 
Jan. 8. The players with the most votes in each division become the 
captain of their respective team. 

Per the league,NHL Hockey Operations will fill out the remaining rosters. 
Each team in each division will be represented by at least one player. 

On Monday, the first round of voting was released and none of Florida’s 
players are even close to winning this race. 

Per NHL.com, Toronto’s Auston Matthews leads the Atlantic race by a 
wide margin. 

Matthews has 17 percent of the vote with Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos 
at 9.6. 
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Rounding out the top six: Boston’s Patrice Bergeron (6.9), Toronto goalie 
Jack Campbell (6.3), Detroit’s Dylan Larkin (4.7) and Ottawa’s Brady 
Tkachuk (4.5). 

The Panthers will most likely get one representative for the All-Star event 
which will be held in Las Vegas from Feb. 4-6. 

The Panthers are expected to be granted the 2023 All-Star Weekend — 
Florida was supposed to have it last season but it was cancelled — 
during the Vegas event. 

If the Vegas event is held, of course. 

With the way things are looking, it certainly is in doubt although the NHL 
will try and hold it after all the turmoil which has gone down since St. 
Louis had it last in 2020. 

The Panthers should have plenty of representation during the 2023 All-
Star event in Sunrise, don’t you worry. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Monday, Dec. 27; 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena; Raleigh, N.C.   

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 

All-time regular season series: Carolina leads 69-45-11, 8 ties 

This season: @Florida 5, Carolina 2 (Nov. 6) 
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NHL players not heading to Olympics amid COVID-19 concerns, source 
says 

 

Marty Klinkenberg  21/12/2021 

 

The National Hockey League and the NHL Players’ Association have 
agreed not to participate in the coming Beijing Games, according to a 
source with knowledge of the discussions. 

The decision was made because 50 games have already been 
postponed and the NHL is concerned that the disruption will make it 
difficult for all 82 regular-season games to be played, the source said. 
The Globe and Mail is keeping the source confidential because the 
decision has yet to be announced. 

The league hopes to reschedule the games over what would have been 
the three-week Olympic break, according to the source. It has requested 
information from each team about arena availability. The desire is also to 
allow each team to have a break but not at the same time. 

It is expected that a joint announcement by the league and its players’ 
union will soon be made once the International Olympic Committee has 
been properly notified. 

NHL players skipped the 2018 Olympics in Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
but were to compete in the Winter Olympics in 2022 and 2026 as part of 
a collective bargaining agreement negotiated between the league and 
the NHLPA during the summer of 2020. 

The agreement contained an opt-out clause, however, that said either 
party could change its mind if COVID-19 conditions worsened or if the 

schedule was disrupted owing to cancellations of games. As of Tuesday, 
131 players were in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. 

“I haven’t heard officially yet, so I haven’t thought about my reaction,” 
Connor Hellebuyck, who was likely to be the starting goalie for the United 
States, said during a virtual news conference on Tuesday from Winnipeg. 
“If the next one is in four years I will be 32 and I know I will be playing my 
best hockey. But let’s see if it’s the same story. 

“It was going to be an awesome opportunity, but I guess this is just what 
we have to deal with.” 

NHL players had competed in five straight Olympics before 
Pyeongchang. The 2026 Games are scheduled for Feb. 6-22 in the 
Italian cities of Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo. 

When the decision is officially made it will be a blow to some of the 
sport’s biggest young stars. Edmonton’s Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl and Toronto’s Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner were among 
the players looking forward to their first Olympics. 

McDavid, the Penguins’ Sidney Crosby and Vegas Golden Knights 
captain Alex Pietrangelo had already been named to the Canadian men’s 
team. Crosby expressed disappointment this week at the likelihood that 
the players would not be able to go. McDavid and Pietrangelo had 
previously stated concerns over some of the protocols that are in place 
for Beijing. 

The International Olympic Committee has said that an athlete that tests 
positive for COVID could be placed in quarantine for 21 to 35 days. 

Along with being difficult mentally, it would also cut into players’ ability to 
return to the regular season in a timely manner. 

“The three-to-five-week thing has been floating around and it is obviously 
unsettling if that were the case,” McDavid said last week. “I still want to 
play in the Olympics, but we want to make sure it is safe for everybody, 
not just hockey players.” 

McDavid caught COVID-19 during the off-season. The new Omicron 
variant has begun to reinfect people that previously had the novel 
coronavirus. It was believed that those who had recovered from COVID 
were largely immune to becoming sick again. 

Pietrangelo was a member of the Canadian team that won the gold 
medal at the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Russia. He was worried about the 
possibility of being away from his family for an extended period if he got 
sick in China. 

“I’ve got four kids that are under the age of three and a half,” Pietrangelo 
said recently. “For me to be potentially locked up there for five weeks 
plus the Olympics, that’s a long time being away.” 

Matthews, the star centre for Toronto, was expected to play a major role 
on the U.S. team. 

“I’d love to go,” he said last week. “But there are definitely things that a 
lot of us would like to see worked out.” 

Kyle Dubas, the Maple Leafs general manager, said over the weekend 
that he understands how disappointed the players would be if they are 
not allowed to participate in Beijing. 

“Those athletes have worked their entire life to be in consideration to go 
to the Olympics,” Dubas said. “It is a great event and something they 
aspire to. I don’t really think it is our place to step in and have a strong 
opinion. Either way it would be a disservice.” 
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NHL hopes early pause for holidays stems tide of COVID-19 infections 
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BRIAN HEDGER   | The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Call it a mini-pause.  

After announcing that its regular season wouldn’t pause amid a sweeping 
COVID-19 outbreak, the NHL adopted a new approach prior to a 
scheduled holiday break later this week. The league announced Monday 
that five games slated for Thursday were postponed in order to begin the 
break two days earlier than planned, carving out a five-day pause for all 
but the Lightning and Golden Knights, slated to play each other Tuesday. 

Four games Wednesday had already been postponed by the outbreak, 
which has landed more than 17% of the NHL’s 700-plus players on its 
COVID protocols list in the past week. Practices will resume Sunday and 
games will be played Monday, allowing the league to take a brief pause 
amid a dizzying COVID spread attributed to the recent rise of the 
Omicron variant.  

The NHL is the first professional league in North America to pause its 
season for any length of time because of the virus and the reason is 
directly related to what’s happened the past 10 days. As of Tuesday, 24 
of the league’s 32 teams had placed at least one person on the NHL’s 
COVID protocols list, including 121 players.  

Coaches and staffers also populate the list, which has grown at a rapid 
pace since the Calgary Flames, Nashville Predators, Vancouver Canucks 
and Boston Bruins were inundated with positive tests between Dec. 13-
16.  

Eleven teams suspended operations prior to the league’s early 
shutdown, including the Blue Jackets on Monday after six players tested 
positive in a two-day span. The Jackets' next scheduled game is 
Tuesday against the Toronto Maple Leafs at Nationwide Arena, but that’s 
assuming the league lifts a ban on games that require travel between the 
U.S. and Canada.  

Experts say hockey is a COVID-breeding ground  

Prior to its decision to start the holiday break early, the NHL adopted 
enhanced COVID protocols similar to those that regulated play last 
season.  

They went into effect this past weekend and will last through at least Jan. 
7, when medical experts from the NHL and NHL Players’ Association will 
assess how much impact the measures have on reducing spread. 
Players are now tested daily while the season is in progress, regardless 
of vaccination status, and they're now barred from eating indoors in 
restaurants and bars during road trips. 

The league has only one unvaccinated player, Detroit Red Wings forward 
Tyler Bertuzzi, which shows how easily the virus causing the recent 
outbreak can still spread among a heavily vaccinated population. A 
recent report in the Seattle Times also cast a spotlight on how easily it 
can spread during hockey games, even those played in large NHL 
arenas with high-tech HVAC air-filtration systems.  

The report cited a pair of studies on the effects ice rinks have on the 
spread of COVID-19, including a paper authored by Krystal Pollitt, an 
assistant professor of epidemiology at Yale University. Pollitt said the 
design of ice rinks, with boards and Plexiglas windows surrounding a 
cold surface, creates a stagnant “box” of air that hovers over the ice.  

Infected players can inject high viral loads into that air that is breathed by 
all at ice level.  

“Micro-dynamics of the airflow within ice rinks just really doesn’t make it 
well ventilated at all,” Pollitt told the Times. “You have this box effectively 
that traps all of the air within the ice rink. So everyone that’s on the ice, 
they’re just breathing that same amount of air when you have a lot of 
players on the rink like you would in a hockey game. And also just the 

rate at which they’re breathing very heavily. That’s just going to release a 
lot more droplets that could spread transmission to other teammates.” 

Anecdotal evidence appears to support that.  

All three teams the Blue Jackets played during a road trip that began 
Dec. 11 in Seattle had outbreaks of various levels prior to facing 
Columbus. The Vancouver Canucks and Edmonton Oilers actually 
played against the Jackets, including Canucks defenseman Tucker 
Poolman, who was removed from the game late in the first period after 
his lab-based test results were received.  

It's unknown if reduced access to “point of care” RT-PCR molecular tests 
in Canada, which return results faster than lab-based PCR tests, led to 
the situation in Vancouver with Poolman, who was allowed to start that 
game without his results known. 

An NHL spokesman did not reply to an inquiry Tuesday about that 
situation. 

The Oilers had three players placed on the NHL’s protocols list Friday, a 
day after all three played in Edmonton’s 5-2 victory over Columbus. 
There is also evidence that connects the outbreak in Calgary with 
infections on the Bruins, the team which played there two days prior to 
the first Flames’ first positive test results.  

Edmonton played Boston on Dec. 9, the Carolina Hurricanes on Dec. 11 
and had positive tests start happening Dec. 14, a day after the 
Hurricanes’ first positives Dec. 13.  

That’s how it's gone across almost the entire league since Dec. 13, 
before the NHL decided to take advantage of its own scheduling to 
create a pause. The good news is the vast majority of NHL COVID-19 
cases are not serious, which is a likely result of the league’s near-perfect 
vaccination rate. 
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The Athletic / Dave Cameron returns as Canada’s world junior coach with 
unfinished business: ‘Let’s get this done’ 

 

By Sunaya Sapurji  

Dec 22, 2021 

 

Dave Cameron has never watched the video. He knows every play, the 
position of every player on the ice and how every goal was scored, so 
revisiting the 2011 world junior final is pointless. 

“I lived it,” said Cameron. “Watching it won’t change anything. The past, it 
passes. I didn’t see any benefit of watching it. We were never going to 
play that team again.” 

The past, it passes, but the memories remain. 

Cameron was at the helm for Canada’s epic collapse in the third period 
of the 2011 final in Buffalo. The Canadians held a 3-0 lead going into the 
third against the Russians who scored five unanswered goals to claim 
the gold medal. 

Like Cameron, Andre Tourigny, who served as an assistant coach on the 
2011 team, has no interest in reviewing that past. 

“If one day I get kidnapped and they want to torture me they can show 
me that film. I don’t want to look at it,” said Tourigny, now the head coach 
of the Arizona Coyotes. “No. Nothing good (will come) from watching 
that.” 

More than a decade later, he said it’s still too painful. 
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“We were right there,” said Tourigny. “We dominated the tournament. 
And then boom. We couldn’t stop the bleeding. We lost. It was a painful 
one. 

“What people don’t realize is how many millions of people watched that 
game. How many people that touched in Canada. You don’t feel great 
when you lose the world juniors. I’ve been in those shoes; I have too 
many silver medals. You want to make Canada proud and when you 
don’t you feel it as well. You feel the pain. I’ll never watch it again.” 

All the hurt of that 2011 final will be exhumed in the coming weeks as 
Cameron, 63, makes his return behind Canada’s bench at the 2022 
World Junior Championship in Edmonton and Red Deer. 

The 2010-11 season was an annus horribilis for a multitude of reasons 
for Cameron. 

In September 201o, his niece, Kristen, was paralyzed from the chest 
down after being hit by an impaired driver and everyone in the family 
rallied to support her. The world juniors started in late December and by 
January, Cameron had come home with silver. In March, he underwent a 
heart procedure. In May, his heavily-favoured Mississauga St. Michael’s 
Majors made it to the OHL finals, only to lose to Owen Sound in overtime 
of Game 7 at home. As Memorial Cup hosts that year, his team made the 
tournament a few weeks later only to lose in the final to the Saint John 
Sea Dogs. 

“I think with Kristen’s accident it may have given him perspective on the 
following losses that were to come,” said his son Connor, 36, who is the 
executive director of Hockey PEI. “The one thing with dad is that he’s 
super competitive, and there are probably times he’s taken stuff to bed 
worrying over something he shouldn’t and I think part of his mellowing 
process — him getting older — is realizing that things can go sideways in 
life and sometimes losing a hockey game isn’t the worst thing that can 
happen in a calendar year.” 

His youngest son, Ben, 31, remembers sitting in his dad’s office inside 
the rink in Mississauga after the Majors had been beaten in the Memorial 
Cup final. The building was cavernous enough for voices to carry from 
the stands and many of them were yelling about Cameron’s coaching 
abilities now, “a loser with three seconds in a row.” 

“I felt my heart just break in that moment,” said Ben, a medical doctor 
who specializes in sports medicine. “It’s really hard when someone you 
love is going through that, but he wore it well. He looked at it as an 
opportunity to grow if nothing else.” 

A lot has changed in the 11 years since. 

He went to the NHL, first as an assistant coach with the Ottawa 
Senators. In 2014, after Paul MacLean was fired in December, Cameron 
took over as head coach. It was a natural progression, as he had worked 
for Eugene Melnyk for 16 years, starting in 2000-01 as head coach of the 
Melnyk-owned OHL’s St. Michael’s Majors and later the Binghamton 
Senators, Ottawa’s then-AHL affiliate. His tenure in Ottawa was short-
lived, and he was fired by Melnyk in April of 2016. His departure was 
acrimonious with Melnyk taking potshots in the press saying, “it was 
inconsistency and some stupidity” that did the coach in. In the five 
seasons after Cameron’s dismissal, the Senators have only made the 
playoffs once and are currently the third-worst team in the NHL at 9-17-2. 

“For them to just kick him to the curb, you know there weren’t many 
phone calls or many conversations, to spend (16) years or whatever it 
was employed by the same person, it’s hard not to be hurt by that,” said 
Ben. “He’s mature and he’s a professional so it’s not something he talks 
about much, but you can tell it was there whenever the topic did come 
up. I think he handled it really well. It was such a difficult thing.” 

Growing up in the small farming community of Kinkora, P.E.I., Cameron 
has always been served by a strong moral compass and an equally 
strong work ethic. His devotion to family, faith, education and sports were 
all cultivated in the Island’s red soil. He was one of six children with four 
brothers — Brian, Charlie, Richard, and Michael and one sister, Lorna. 
There was little time for whining or feeling hard done by. That has never 
changed. 

On the day he left the Senators in 2016, Cameron told the assembled 
media in Ottawa: “The sun was up this morning and I’ll be fine.” 

The past, it passes. 

Happenstance brought Cameron back to Ottawa as head coach of the 
OHL’s 67’s this summer. And it happened quickly. 

After a stint with the Calgary Flames as an assistant coach, Cameron 
had spent the past two seasons coaching in Vienna, Austria. He and his 
wife Kelly loved Europe. Cameron had just signed on to spend another 
year coaching the Vienna Capitals in the bet-at-home ICE Hockey 
League. 

He still kept in touch with his longtime friend James Boyd, who is the 
general manager of the Ottawa 67’s and serves as the lead on Team 
Canada’s management team. Boyd was Cameron’s assistant GM and 
assistant coach for four seasons with the Majors and the two would talk 
regularly. 

Boyd was in the market for a new coach because the previous coach, 
Tourigny, left in the summer to become head coach of the Coyotes. He 
was also slated to coach the 2022 world junior team. Tourigny coached 
with Cameron at two world juniors and was his assistant coach with the 
Ottawa Senators. The two would talk regularly. 

Tourigny’s departure created two coaching vacancies Boyd needed to fill. 
He reached out to Cameron to go over some names of potential 
candidates for the Ottawa job, seeing as Cameron had coached with 
some of them. 

“When the Hockey Canada opening came up I said, ‘Hey would you be 
interested in coaching junior hockey?’ and to my surprise, he said, ‘Well, 
let me think about it,'” said Boyd. “At that point, I still thought it was far-
fetched.” 

A few days later, during a casual conversation on a Zoom call with 
Hockey Canada staff, someone asked Boyd who he was talking to about 
coaching the 67’s. He mentioned the candidates and that he had been 
talking to Cameron. 

“I said, ‘I think Dave would be the best candidate’ and there was kind of a 
pause and someone said, ‘Do you think Dave would do it?’ and I said, ‘I 
don’t think so,’ but I think the opportunity with Hockey Canada made it 
that much more appealing,” said Boyd.  

Cameron was in Charlottetown when he was offered the opportunity. 
Canada’s summer camp in Calgary was starting in a few days, so he had 
to respond quickly if he wanted both jobs. It wasn’t an easy decision, but 
he knew the situation in Ottawa given his relationship with Boyd and the 
team culture Tourigny was leaving behind. The world juniors was the 
icing on the cake. After talking it over with Kelly, he said yes. 

His next order of business was trying to find skates for camp as quickly 
as possible. The opportunity was so unexpected and hurried, his skates 
were still in Austria. 

He was able to borrow a pair from Connor, but it wasn’t a great fit. 

“They were at least one size if not a size and a half too small for him,” 
said Connor of his emergency skates. 

And so, Cameron found himself back in Ottawa coaching the 67’s and 
once again dealing with teenagers, billet families, school and bus trips. 
As much as he enjoyed working with pros, deep down there was still an 
affinity for coaching junior hockey and helping mould futures. 

“Junior hockey, when I thought about it, was never far from my heart,” 
said Cameron. 

Asked if he thought he’d be coaching the world junior team again, he 
laughs. 

“Not in your wildest dreams,” he said. “I was quite content (in Vienna). I 
die laughing too, because on our bus trips now I’m thinking, ‘If you’d have 
told me this time last year I’d be on a bus rolling into Mississauga in the 
OHL I’d have said you were crazy.’ But that’s the great thing about 
hockey, it takes you to places you don’t envision. As you become more 
experienced it just becomes easier to enjoy the ride and that’s where I’m 
at now.” 

Brett Flemming was a defenceman who spent his entire junior career — 
from 2007 to 2011 — coached by Cameron with the Majors. Last season 
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he played for Cameron again in Vienna. He said nothing has changed 
when it comes to Cameron’s coaching. 

“Dave is still the same coach he was in junior,” said Flemming, from 
Austria where he plays for EC GRAND Immo VSV. “He expects a lot 
from his players. He does a great job with all of the systems and getting 
the most out of all of his players. Basically, if you work hard for him and 
you show up every night, you’ll have no issues.” 

Working with teens has always been in Cameron’s wheelhouse. He 
played 168 games in the NHL with New Jersey and Colorado before 
deciding to retire in 1984-85 so he could finish his business degree. 

After graduating, Cameron took a job as a youth worker in a young 
offenders facility. He wanted a job in management where he could have 
some say in programs, but without a degree in social work or counselling, 
his name was at the bottom of the list. So, he went back to school and 
got a master’s in education — where his background was in guidance 
and counselling. 

When he graduated there was a new government initiative called “Stay In 
School” and his local high school applied for a grant and received one. 
After the program ended it happened that the school’s guidance 
counsellor was retiring, so he ended up moving into that role — all while 
he was coaching Tier II hockey in Summerside. 

The experience served him well for his future in hockey. 

“These kids were thought of as underachievers,” said Cameron, of 
working to keep kids in school. “My job was working with the teachers 
and families, so I would be getting into their home life. And when you get 
out and see what a lot of these kids were dealing with — they were 
overachieving. It taught me that you can’t judge a book all the time by its 
cover and that even though my job was to get them through high school, 
it taught me that sometimes things — like the process — are a little more 
important than the end result.” 

When he coached the Majors he’d wake up early every morning to drive 
players without a car to school himself. For the overagers and others who 
had finished school, he started a “Breakfast Club” where players could 
come to the rink and work out together. 

“He changed the course of my career,” said Flemming. “He ended up 
teaching me so much in junior — not just about the game — he taught 
me how to play the systems but also all the life lessons to be learned at 
that age. He instilled those in his players. I truly believe he changed the 
course of my career for me to become a pro and a better pro.” 

He hasn’t been with the 67’s for very long, but his players say they 
appreciate the care he takes with them. He’s always been a straight-
shooter and is known to be a taskmaster because he wants his players to 
achieve their potential. 

“Demanding is a good word to describe his coaching style,” said 67’s 
defenceman Jack Matier. “We have a really young team in Ottawa and 
we need to be demanding of each other. He holds us accountable. He’s 
a fair coach and his office is always open if we need to talk to him about 
something.  

“He’s a really honest person and an honest coach as well. I think that’s 
what makes him a good coach. 

By all accounts, Dave Cameron has mellowed. His competitive spirit is 
still strong, but he’s no longer chasing an NHL job. Using a golfing 
analogy, he says his coaching career is on the 17th hole. 

For those who know him, the analogies, metaphors and stories come up 
regularly any time you talk to him. 

Flemming remembers golf making an appearance his first year with the 
Majors. As a rookie, the defenceman said he was “running around all 
over the place” when it came to his assignments. Flemming said one day 
Cameron sat him down and asked if he had ever played golf before and 
explained what Flemming was doing on the ice was akin to using a driver 
for every shot on the course.  

“You’re always using the driver, you’re all over the place. Sometimes 
you’ve got to just chip it. Less is more sometimes,” he remembers 
Cameron saying.  

Tourigny, who loves a good chirp, calls Cameron “Uncle Dave” because 
of his penchant for storytelling. 

If you’re only watching him on TV or in interviews, he might come off as a 
little gruff or intense behind the bench or with the media. In junior, his 
yelling during games — referees usually getting the brunt of it — was a 
running joke, especially at the former Hershey Centre which was rarely 
full, allowing for his voice to carry. 

Speaking from experience, if he doesn’t like a question, he’ll be sure to 
let you know. But the curmudgeon on camera belies kindness and a 
sharp sense of humour. He’s very well-read, so he can crack wise on any 
subject. 

 “He’s so funny. Dave has a dry sense of humour and he has no bad 
days in his life,” said Tourigny. “Every day he shows up at the rink he 
says a quote or an anecdote or something. 

“When he laughs you know it’s real. It comes from the heart and he’s fun 
to be around.” 

Here’s a perfect example. The day after the 2011 world junior final, 
Maxim Kitsyn, a forward who had helped Russia win gold, joined the 
Majors in Mississauga as a late addition. The team was preparing to go 
on a road trip to Sault Ste. Marie the next day — their longest road trip of 
the year. Cameron was walking down a long corridor toward the dressing 
room when he saw Kitsyn come out and head to the equipment room 
across the hall.  

“He stops and looks at me and I look at him,” said Cameron. “It was like a 
showdown in a western between two gunslingers. 

“And I said, ‘Where the fuck is my gold medal!?’ And he froze. So I went 
up and shook his hand and was laughing. That poor kid, he had no idea 
where this was going.” 

Hearing the story retold, Kitsyn, now 29, laughs.  

“I froze and was like, ‘What the hell just happened?’ Also, my English 
wasn’t so good, but when he said ‘gold medal’ I understood it,” said 
Kitsyn in a phone interview from Russia. “He started laughing. Dave is a 
great coach, I can’t say a single bad word about him.” 

He said he still gets asked about the 2011 final — especially around this 
time of year — since was it the last time Russia won gold at the 
tournament.  

“Everyone remembers it because it was pretty much like a miracle,” said 
Kitsyn, who plays in the VHL for his hometown Metallurg Novokuznetsk. 

In addition to supporting Russia — his parents keep his gold medal on 
display at their home — Kitsyn said he’ll also be cheering for his former 
coach, who helped him acclimatize to a new country, new language and 
new culture. 

“He was like our dad so everybody loved him and I hope he does great,” 
said Kitsyn. “I will cheer for him, but when they play Team Russia I hope 
Russia will get the W. 

“He’s a guy who treated me well when I needed it. I will always 
remember that.” 

On Dec. 26, a new team of young stars will take the ice for Canada 
against Czechia. They were children the last time Cameron was behind 
the bench at the world juniors. In Edmonton, they have a fresh sheet of 
ice from which to carve their future. 

When Cameron took the job with Hockey Canada this summer he said 
his unfinished business from 2011 was not a factor in his decision. Now 
that he’s had some time to think about the job ahead, those thoughts 
have slowly made an appearance. 

“You reflect back a little bit and say, ‘Let’s get this done,’” he said.  

The past, it passes. And no matter what happens for Dave Cameron this 
time around, the memories will remain. 
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The Athletic / NHL players disappointed by reports that they will skip the 
Olympics: ‘There’s really no feeling like that’ 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff  

Dec 21, 2021  

  

If they’ve organized an international hockey tournament in the last 16 
years, Patrick Kane usually has been there wearing a Team USA jersey. 
He has won gold in the world under-18s, silver at the Olympics, bronze at 
the World Junior Championship and a tournament MVP award from the 
IIHF World Championships. 

Kane recently believed he might have been in line for a leadership role at 
the Olympics in February on a young, talented U.S. team and one last 
chance at gold. Now, that seems unlikely. Per multiple reports, including 
from Pierre LeBrun of The Athletic, NHL players will not participate in the 
Beijing Olympics because of concerns involving COVID-19. An official 
announcement is possible this week. 

“It’s just a tough situation for everybody,” Kane said Tuesday. “You’re 
excited to be able to get the chance to represent your country. Obviously, 
I’m 33 right now, so you’re hoping you can play as many as possible but I 
don’t know if it would’ve really been a true Olympics experience this year 
with being in a bubble and with all the worries going over there. We’ll see 
what happens but definitely fortunate to play in Sochi, and Vancouver 
was just unbelievable. I don’t think the Olympic experience will be even 
close to comparable to what we had there in 2010. We’ll see what 
happens, but you always want to represent your country every time you 
get a chance.” 

The news can’t be considered a surprise. A large spike in players testing 
positive for COVID-19 has led to widespread game cancellations and, 
essentially, the pausing of the regular-season schedule through Dec. 26. 
Even before the recent wave of postponements, Olympic-roster 
candidates expressed concern about COVID-19 protocols during the 
Games, which reportedly would have included a quarantine period of up 
to five weeks in China after a positive test for the virus. 

Players and coaches contacted by The Athletic reporters on Monday and 
Tuesday generally supported the decision not to play in Beijing, despite 
the disappointment. That’s perhaps most acute on the Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning, whose roster included 11 potential 
Olympians. One of them, Steven Stamkos, hoped to make his first 
Olympic appearance in February at age 31. Stamkos wasn’t able to play 
for Canada in 2014 because of a broken leg, and NHL players didn’t 
participate in the 2018 Olympics. 

“It’s disappointing,” Stamkos said Tuesday. “Any time you can put on 
your respective country’s jersey in a best-on-best event, there’s really no 
feeling like that. So it’s difficult. Whether I was going to be on the team or 
not, this was my third legitimate chance of playing in the Olympics and 
here I’m not going to play a game. It sucks when you look at it like that. 
At the same time, there’s not much we can do. That’s the way it goes 
sometimes.” 

It’s not yet known how the rosters will look for the Olympics, with hockey 
games scheduled to begin on Feb. 3. What about the idea — 
occasionally discussed — of moving the hockey tournaments to the 
Summer Olympics — and delaying this tournament until 2024? 

“I’d be open to it,” Kane said. “I think it’d be pretty cool to play in the 
Summer Olympics. I know it messes up the summer a little bit, but it’d be 
something to look forward to in the offseason and prepare yourself for it 
and do it at a different time than when the season’s going on.” 

For now, though, players and coaches are dealing with the news about 
the Beijing Games. Here’s a sampling of their reaction this week: 

Sabres GM Kevyn Adams (former team USA executive): “It’s such a 
special thing to put a jersey on of your country, regardless of where 
you’re from and whether it’s Olympics or the World Championships, 

world juniors, other tournaments as a kid. So, man, you sympathize with 
players if it ends up not happening and they don’t get that experience. … 
You hope for the guys that if it’s not now, there’ll be other opportunities 
down the road.” 

Blues coach Craig Berube: “I think it’s disappointing, but it’s reality. The 
guys that are going, and our general manager (Doug Armstrong) 
managing the team, it’s disappointing for me to think about some of our 
guys not going or our general manager not being able to participate in 
the Olympics. It’s a great honor to be able to go. But the fact is, this 
COVID, it’s everywhere, and the NHL has got to do what they’ve got to 
do.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “In my opinion (not going to the 
Olympics) is a smart decision. I don’t know who would really want to go 
under those circumstances. Especially, I just put myself in that situation, 
with a family and this and that, there’s a real chance you run the risk of 
getting stuck over there. That alone makes it not too enticing. I think it’s 
the right decision, if they don’t go. And then hopefully it opens up a 
window where you can make up some of this lost time, but I don’t know. 
The issue really for us, and everyone, is we don’t know. No one really 
knows what’s going on here as we move forward, it’s kind of taking 
everything day by day. Hopefully, common sense prevails.” 

Blues goalie Jordan Binnington (Team Canada candidate): “It’s unknown 
(what the roster would have been), but I think it’s always (an) incredible 
opportunity to represent your country and something that makes you 
proud and your family proud, playing for your country. If that opportunity 
was this year, it’s unfortunate. But there’s a lot of things going on in the 
world and they’re going to make the best decision for the situation, I 
think, and if that’s what it is, then put your head down and work for four 
years from now.” 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy (Team Canada assistant): “Fingers crossed, 
but yes, I’ve heard the rumblings. I’d be very disappointed. I’ve never 
been, as most people haven’t. I was really looking forward to it. It doesn’t 
matter where it was going to be. It was just the whole environment of the 
Olympics, being around the best athletes in the world in every sport. Until 
we hear from the NHL and Doug Armstrong in our case, who’s the 
general manager of Team Canada, I’m going to hope they find a way to 
get it done. If not, hopefully down the road there’ll be another 
opportunity.” 

Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman (Team Sweden): “That’s sad. It’s 
something we have been looking forward to for a very long time. It’s out 
of our control what’s going on in the world. We were preparing for a battle 
in February in China but, like I said, it looks like it’s not going to happen 
so it’s a bummer to us to not be able to go. It’s going to hurt for a while, 
but, at the end of the day, you know, safety and everything. We’ll go for 
another Stanley Cup. That will be a good make-up for us.” 

Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter (Team Switzerland): “I’ve been very 
fortunate to have had the chance to play in 2014. Not being able to go in 
2018 was upsetting and very unfortunate. This year, everybody would 
have loved to go, but it just is what it is and you can’t think about it. 
Hopefully, I get one more chance — who knows?” 

Stamkos: “You get lucky and you get a chance through the course of 
your career, but the Olympics hasn’t worked out in my favor. You grow 
up dreaming of winning the Stanley Cup. I’ve been able to accomplish 
that. You grow up wanting to represent your country and win a gold 
medal. That’s something that I probably won’t have a chance to do now.” 

Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen (Team Finland): “It’s always been 
my dream to play in the Olympics, and it’s too bad I haven’t had a chance 
to play yet. It looks like there’s no chance again, so it’s just not great.” 

Blackhawks forward Jonathan Toews (former Team Canada Olympian): 
“I think, to begin with, the narrative has been that the players wanted to 
go all along, as if the league had no interest for the best players in the 
world to be representing their countries at the Olympics. That was the 
bigger conversation before all this happened. It would’ve been a really 
great thing for our game to have all the NHL players, but from what I’m 
hearing and my personal opinion as well is that players are going to put 
their own health and their own families and their own clubs’ situation as 
priorities ahead of going over to Beijing and dealing with some very 
unpredictable scenarios, I guess. To me, that’s the right way to go about 
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it. With the mess in our schedule, maybe there are ways we can rectify 
that and it won’t be as crazy as a schedule that goes late into the year.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.22.2021 

1196303 Websites 

 

The Athletic / How NHL corporate business has boomed and lifted the 
league during the pandemic 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Dec 21, 2021  

  

It’s been a difficult week for the NHL. 

On Monday night, only one originally scheduled game was played as 
COVID-19 cases rocked the league into an eventual early pause for the 
holidays. Last week the Montreal Canadiens and Philadelphia Flyers 
played in an empty building, a stark reminder of how common that was 
throughout 2021 and the latter half of 2020. 

It’s putting a strain on virtually everything in the hockey world, with one of 
the lone holdouts being corporate business, which has boomed for the 
league to an all-time high, even during the heights of a pandemic. 

The league is projecting hockey-related revenue to reach $5.2 billion this 
season, moving above pre-pandemic numbers, a fact that NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman was practically giddy to share with media 
members at the Board of Governors meetings earlier this month in 
Florida. 

HRR was right below $5.1 billion during the 2018-19 season and was 
tracking for a similar number in 2019-20 before the league shuttered and 
March of 2020 and later bubbled up in Edmonton. 

For quick clarification, this isn’t enough to dramatically change the salary 
cap at this point. Heading into this season NHL players owed owners 
back $1 billion that will be paid through escrow. 

That $5.2 billion is split evenly between players and owners, and with an 
escrow rate of 17.2 percent this season, players are expected to lop off 
around $440 million of that debt. Until that debt is completely paid the 
salary cap can only raise incrementally, which is why it’ll only go up $1 
million next season. 

With current projections by the league and the NHLPA, the debt is 
expected to be paid off by the end of the 2023-24 season, which will 
allow the salary cap at that time to adjust to the market and reflect NHL 
revenue. 

Even with a flatter cap, revenue has been one of the pleasant surprises 
for teams and league executives as they’ve managed the financial 
aspects of the pandemic. Throughout this season, one of the common 
trends has been that teams are coming close to or setting in-house 
records for corporate sales and partnerships. 

And on a national level, the NHL contracted more than $1 billion in 
cumulative national partnership revenue over the past two years, 
according to the NHL’s chief business officer Keith Wachtel. It should be 
noted that the number only includes national sales, such as the league 
deal with Honda and Discover, any team corporate deals are in addition 
to that. 

That the NHL is still a gate-driven league and mostly-empty buildings 
during the 2020-21 season created a steeper hill to climb financially, but 
corporate sales in 2021 have changed the dichotomy of how much NHL 
teams have had to rely on the gate. It’s created a financial safety net that 
isn’t heavily impacted by COVID-19 related postponements. 

Why did this happen? 

For starters, the new national TV deal changed the perception of the 
league for major brands, particularly in the United States. Signing a deal 

with the Walt Disney Co. (which owns ESPN, ABC, and Hulu) and 
Warner Media (TNT), was a financial power play that made the NHL a 
more valuable commodity. 

This impact was seen across the board, and according to team and 
league sources, it allowed them to raise price points and drew higher 
corporate interest on both traditional elements (like board ads) and newer 
digital offerings, which are becoming the most sought-after space for 
advertisers. 

One NHL executive described the ESPN and TNT deal as a “proof of life” 
for NHL valuations that became a key selling point for corporate 
sponsorships. 

Another key was the return on investment that brands were able to justify 
from partnering with NHL clubs. While teams and the league were able to 
raise price points, on average NHL advertisement is still significantly less 
expensive than buying a similar asset or ad space within the NBA, NFL, 
and MLB. 

“We are seeing a lot of those because when you put the NHL right now 
up against any of the other sports in North America, we think we have the 
best game,” Wachtel said. “But more importantly, we have the best value 
proposition and that’s the value that a marketer receives for the price 
they’re paying. We still might not be generating as much revenue as the 
NFL or the NBA in totality. But the value proposition that we think we 
bring to the marketplace is tops, bar none.” 

Hockey has always been set up well to sell advertising from a physical 
space. Other sports have tried to replicate the equivalency of board 
advertisements and in-ice elements that have been a fixture in the NHL. 
NHL teams have also been able to sell more digital projections in 
broadcasts using the white ice as a backdrop and the glass, which would 
look more unnatural on an NFL or NBA broadcast. 

The NHL is also going to expand the use of digitally enhanced boards 
throughout the league next season according to Wachtel. This was done 
in the World Cup of Hockey in 2016 and in recent NHL All-Star Games, 
but will be the first time it’s done on a league-wide level. 

“It’s transforming the kind of static board environment into a virtual, 
dynamic one and into a true messaging tool that can be owned,” Wachtel 
said. “You can take a rink and completely transform it right away for 
different brands and partners. That’s what excites marketers.” 

It’s a technological advancement that allows teams to sell more 
advertisement space on the boards, while also creating elevated price 
points and levels for corporate partners that want to completely engulf 
the ice at certain moments throughout the game. 

The sales of helmet ads have gone from an experiment to a must-have 
for NHL teams, and have helped lay a solid foundation for the jersey 
patches that will make their debut next season. While teams are in 
varying stages of selling a jersey patch, across the board team 
executives have been thrilled with the interest and the ability to sell a 
separate home and away patch to maximize value. 

“It’s probably the most important and the largest value and you want to 
take it a step further,” Wachtel said. “That logo that is being seen on a 
helmet or jersey lives as a permanent record of the game. Once you’re 
on there and there’s a great goal that’s scored in Game 7 in the Stanley 
Cup Final, that clip showed a year from now, five years, 10 years down 
the road. That brand is on there.” 

According to Wachtel, teams have also started to see interest from 
potential international partners on jersey patches. Particularly from 
brands that have a large Northern European and Russian audience, 
where hockey is one of the more, if not most, popular sports in a 
respective region. 

The NHL is also allowing teams to sell patches to gambling companies 
on home uniforms if sports betting is legal in that state or jurisdiction. By 
comparison, NBA teams are not allowed to sell their jersey patch to a 
gambling company. 

Gambling, in general, is a financial behemoth for the NHL now on both 
the national and local levels. Even in states where it’s not legal, teams 
have already had considerable conversations with gambling partners 
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who are jockeying to be official partners when that respective state’s 
legislation gives sports gambling the green light. 

Hockey’s audience has traditionally skewed more wealthy, it’s an 
expensive sport to get into, which is one of the reasons Cryptocurrency 
companies have been circling the NHL and diving in on partnerships on a 
league and national level. 

“Given our demographic, as you know, we are by far the most attractive 
of the North American sports as it relates to the demographic for crypto 
companies,” Wachtel said. “We’re excited about where that’s headed and 
you’ll probably hear some announcements in the first quarter (of 2022) 
about what the league will be doing in that space.” 
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The Athletic / No, Bobby Ryan doesn’t think NHL players are going to the 
Olympics — but he’s ‘definitely’ interested 

 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance  

Dec 21, 2021   

 

Bobby Ryan was speaking to “The Athletic Hockey Show” from limbo. 

In his first season out of the NHL since 2007, Ryan had opted to play for 
the Spengler Cup in Switzerland. Not long before our conversation, 
Canada withdrew from the tournament due to COVID-19 concerns. Ryan 
was waiting for clarity on Team USA’s status — and trying to figure out 
how to make his way back to the States, if need be. 

It was all a reminder that the NHL’s participation in the Olympics is in 
severe jeopardy. Ryan spoke on the vibes he’s getting — they’re not 
good — whether he’d compete in Beijing as a replacement player, and 
what he’s heard about the entire situation. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

Where do you think the NHL lands, if we don’t already know, and would 
you be like, “I’d jump at the chance to play for the American team?” 

I don’t think they’re going. Now you’ve got 30-40 games to be 
rescheduled for one. Someone was like, “There’s going to be a lot of 
building dilemmas.” Is it really going to be that many? I mean, that stuff 
can be switched around in a day, if you have a basketball game that’s 
scheduled, they’ll flip that overnight. So I don’t think that schedule is 
going to be much of an issue. And (the NHL) already had a second 
schedule. Yeah, it was a contingency of schedule. Yeah. So you go to 
that contingency schedule and remove some games. I don’t know. It 
shouldn’t be hard. I just don’t think they’re going. 

For me, I would definitely be interested. I would absolutely throw my 
name in the hat and see if there was interest from Team USA. If there 
was, I would have to do the same due diligence that the NHL guys are 
doing because I have two young kids at home. 

I’m not in a rush to jump in and be told that a) you’re gonna have a five-
week quarantine, and (that) if you test positive you’re already in 10-day 
quarantine, just to get there. So there’s a lot of moving parts. Ask me 
again in 10 days, I guess, and we’ll go from there 

Is your understanding of the quarantine process any better than ours? It’s 
still sort of unclear. The three-to-five week window is what’s scaring 
people, but there also might be wiggle room if you test negative twice in 
24 hours. How much of that registered? At what point do you start to 
seriously think, “This might be worth it?” 

The double-negative test would be a huge thing. That’s the thing we’re all 
hearing, I’m not privy to the NHL information now that I’m not in the 

(NHLPA) every day, and I’m not on the calls or hearing what’s coming 
from the calls. 

What I’m being told, in the grand scheme of things, is that the NHL is 
preparing players for the worst. And what we have to remember is that if 
a player goes to the Olympics, and we’ll use (Dylan Larkin as an 
example) — if Larkin goes to the Olympics, and tests positive over there, 
the NHL starts back up, and not only is he stuck in China, he’s not getting 
paid. Now you’re looking at guys saying, “OK, in the best-case scenario 
right now, (a positive test could mean) 10 days to two weeks.” That’s a lot 
of money for those guys, right? So there is that angle. 

I still think a lot of guys will jump at the opportunity to go, but any kind of 
positive test weighs on your decision-making at this point, right? Because 
you’d be double-vaxxed, boostered and test positive, like we’re seeing in 
over 100 players, but show no symptoms and still not be able to leave. 

You could be asymptomatic, but you’re stuck in a Chinese hotel room 
and not be able to go anywhere. Number one, you have a family and a 
team to get back to. There’s too many moving parts for me. If I’m in the 
NHL, I’m out. 

But I don’t know. There’s guys that haven’t been that really want that 
experience. I was fortunate enough to have that experience (at 
Vancouver 2010). It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. So guys that 
haven’t been able to go are gonna jump through those hoops. I get it. I 
would do it if I hadn’t been. 

Was there a tipping point that took it from “All right, this is probably 
happening,” to “Ooh, boy, I don’t know.” 

It was probably the day they added 50-some players to the protocol, 
right? 

I know there was an agreement (to go to the Olympics) between the PA 
and the NHL, but I still thought it was an uphill battle. Even out of the get-
go. As soon as the (Senators had three games postponed), that that put 
in the contingency that the NHL had the right to (pull the plug). But that’s 
three games. Now you have 40 games to reschedule. 

And then the owners in the NHL are now putting their thumb on (the 
scale), saying, “You guys can go, but it’s going to be a nightmare.” So it 
gets to a point where even for players that haven’t been, or players that 
are making those decisions, that ultimately affect the rest of the NHL, the 
representatives, are finally saying, “This is just too much of an ask for for 
all of us.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Sidney Crosby on his push for one more Olympics 
and the ‘disappointing’ decision that’s likely coming 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Dec 21, 2021  

 

The inevitable reality that the NHL will be out of the Olympics will hit a lot 
of players hard. Sidney Crosby is chief among them. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins superstar was eagerly looking forward to 
wearing the Team Canada sweater again to take care of the unfinished 
business of defending gold from the last best-on-best Olympics in 2014. 

As we awaited official word from the NHL and NHL Players’ Association, 
which could come as early as Tuesday in some form of Olympic 
announcement, Crosby spoke to The Athletic about the growing sense 
the NHL would pull out of the February Games in China. 

“It would be disappointing, that’s the best way I can describe it,” Crosby 
said on Monday. “Obviously, I know from experience how special and 
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unique the Olympics are. And not only thinking about my experience, but 
thinking of the guys that haven’t had the opportunity to be part of it. 

“And knowing what they could potentially miss. Yeah, I think just 
‘disappointing’ would be the best way to describe it.” 

The native of Cole Harbour, N.S., bleeds Maple Leaf red and white, 
playing in two world juniors, two IIHF men’s worlds, a World Cup of 
Hockey and, of course, the 2010 and 2014 Olympics. At 34, this was 
likely his last chance on the Olympic stage. It was to be a legacy 
tournament for him, as well as Alex Ovechkin and others from his era. 

It should surprise no one that behind the scenes, we had been hearing 
for a while now, No. 87 was a leading voice in trying to encourage the 
Team Canada players to find a way to work through the obvious and 
difficult issues as they made their decision on whether to go to the 
Games. 

Obviously, most of his behind-the-scenes efforts came before everything 
started to unravel, before all the game postponements over the past 
week and the NHL season pause was announced Monday night. All of 
these events, as per the Olympic agreement, give the NHL the option to 
pull out as the season schedule has now been materially affected. 

But before all that started to happen, Crosby was pushing to go if 
possible. 

“I think my motivation or my reasoning would just come from the fact that 
being part of the Games before, and understanding that there are some 
things that need to be ironed out, or resolved leading up to the Olympics, 
I understand that that’s kind of part of the process or has been in the 
past,” Crosby said. “Just trying to be part of the solution was kind of how I 
looked at it and understanding from talking to guys just the fact that 
everyone really wanted to be a part of the Olympics and understandably 
so. It’s a unique experience, there’s nothing like it as an athlete. It’s very 
special. I think trying to relay that and also trying to work through the 
issues and understand what they are, and how we can try to make it 
work, it’s a complex situation, you know, given what we’re dealing with 
here), this isn’t the same as the issues leading up the Olympics in the 
past. 

“But it came down to trying to help and be a part of it,” Crosby added. 
“Also, as you said, with it possibly being the last time I have an 
opportunity to play in an Olympics for Team Canada, you want to make 
the most of any opportunity you get.” 

Crosby would certainly understand the COVID-19 concerns, having 
tested positive himself for the virus in early November, just one game 
after returning from off-season wrist surgery. He knows some of what 
players are going through around the league. 

“Being able to come back and playing one game and testing positive, it 
was pretty discouraging and frustrating,” Crosby said. “I think Nick 
Backstrom just basically had the same thing happen to him. He was 
coming back from injury, played one game, and tested positive. 
Especially this close to the holidays, I know how frustrating it can be. It’s 
just difficult as an athlete, to sit around for 10 days is never easy, 
especially in mid-season and having been hurt prior to that it’s even more 
difficult.” 

Crosby said his case of COVID-19 had some symptoms, but it wasn’t too 
bad for him. That seems to be the case with most players in the latest 
wave. 

“I did have some symptoms, they lasted 3-4 days and then after that I felt 
alright,” he said.”Only real lingering thing was loss of taste and smell but 
for the most part, I felt pretty good after that 10-day window. 

“It’s just something we’re all dealing with,” Crosby added. “It’s kind of part 
of our daily lives. But it was definitely discouraging when it happened.” 

And now the reality of an Olympic dream most likely dashed is sinking in. 

As one source noted Monday, perhaps the best hope for NHL players is 
that the Winter Games in Beijing get delayed a year because of this 
latest COVID-19 wave, much like the Tokyo Games were delayed a year, 
although the International Olympic Committee said in early December 
that wasn’t an option for the Beijing Games. 

But the world looked different just two weeks ago, that’s for sure. 

An NHL team executive reached out last week and wondered if the NHL 
and NHLPA couldn’t just stage a best-on-best event in North America 
during that three-week break in February. Both NHL/NHLPA sources 
shot that idea down last week, with one source saying it takes 12-18 
months to plan a World Cup-type event. 

As it is, the NHL and NHLPA will need to sit down at some point and start 
talking World Cup for 2024 if that’s something of interest. 

Still, that’s not the Olympics. 

At least Crosby has had the experience. For Connor McDavid and 
Auston Matthews and a new generation of superstars, it will likely have to 
wait. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.22.2021 

1196306 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Without Olympics, NHL/NHLPA must plan 
for next World Cup 

 

Staff Report 
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We’re awaiting the formal announcement, but sadly for them, the NHL 
players’ 2022 Olympic dream is done. 

When cross-border games were postponed on Sunday, the league 
notified the players that triggered the “material disruption to the schedule” 
clause allowing the NHL to withdraw from Beijing. The NHLPA received 
an opportunity to make it a joint decision, which was accepted on 
Monday. 

It’s painful for the players. Many are wondering about a one-year 
postponement similar to the 2020 Tokyo Summer Games, hoping for 
another shot next winter. The chances aren’t high, but letting go of 
something you really want is painful. It doesn’t matter if the restrictions on 
participants made it nothing like the true Olympic experience. A medal is 
a medal, no matter how many people are in the building to see you win it. 

“Yeah, that sucks. I think everybody was looking forward to this,” 
Winnipeg forward — and Team USA hopeful — Kyle Connor said 
Tuesday. That quote could have come from 100 different players. 

“I definitely feel for the guys who have missed numerous opportunities,” 
said two-time gold medallist Sidney Crosby. “These are experiences of a 
lifetime that you don't get very many of as an athlete.” 

This means eight years since the most recent best-on-best Olympic 
Tournament, and six years since the last World Cup of Hockey. It’s not 
the most immediate priority as Omicron swamps the world, but the NHL 
and NHLPA must find space for another World Cup, and as soon as is 
humanly possible. 

One more time for Crosby to dress for Canada and Alexander Ovechkin 
for Russia, while both remain at the peak of their powers. Victor Hedman 
daring them to challenge him. We’ve waited long enough for a 
Crosby/Connor McDavid (and friends) vs. Patrick Kane/Auston Matthews 
(and friends) Canada vs. USA showdown. Who wants that more, the fans 
or the players themselves? 

Bring the Swedes, the Finns, Czechs, the Slovaks and anyone else who 
wants to ruin North American narratives. Waiting four more years is not 
an option. 

Well, I guess it’s an option, but a really dumb one. 

Last summer, Crosby and McDavid made a point of skating together to 
prepare for the Olympics. Those who were there called it magic. When 
we consider two great players working as linemates, we generally think 
of one passing to the other. This went above and beyond that. 
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“They didn’t pass the puck to each other, they passed the puck to space,” 
said longtime NHL player development consultant Darryl Belfry, who was 
with them. “The puck is going to a space that only those two know, 
because of their collective genius. They’re two steps ahead, and it was 
glorious to watch them spring scoring chances out of nowhere.” 

“They can see where the offensive chances will come from, and where 
others are trying to contain them. Other top players can do similar things, 
but not to that level. And they aren’t zipping it hard, they’re flipping it into 
a space…and gone. That thinking is incredible to witness…especially 
when you see it over and over and over again.” 

Another individual who was there said it was interesting to watch 
McDavid -- who loves to attack off the rush -- learn to mesh with Crosby, 
the best at grinding it out down low. 

“Sid was placing pucks and letting McDavid skate into them. Sid is so 
great at protecting the puck he could buy time and allow McDavid to be 
like a wide receiver running to scoring areas.” 

Belfry said they’d throw the puck three or four times into space in a row, 
“and one of them would be walking to the net.” He explained that unless 
an offensive player is dealt an advantage because of space, angle or 
speed, one-on-one play in the NHL is won most often by the defender. 

“Other players were saying, ‘You’re not only playing against those two, 
you’re also playing against the space,’” Belfry added. “You don’t know 
where the next threat is coming from. You can’t defend that, it’s crazy. 
Physical gifts are one thing, but the most impressive thing is thinking two 
or three levels ahead of everyone else and getting to the same plane.” 

Among Belfry’s proteges are Kane, who he calls “a puppeteer,” and 
Matthews. 

“But I’ve never seen two guys doing it together like that. Best-on-best, we 
just have to see it.” 

Yes we do. 

Pick a spot: Montreal, Toronto, Vegas…so we can hit the tables between 
games. Whatever. Make it happen. The fans want it, the media wants it, 
the players want it. 

1. A lot more in the blog about COVID, the Olympics, cancellations -- all 
the stuff you really love to read about. But first, a nicer story. Keltie Jeri-
Leon finished his 250-game WHL career last season, an adventure 
through Tri-City, Kamloops, Lethbridge and Seattle. “I was the lone 20-
year-old for 23 days (in Seattle),” he laughed. “Everyone else was so 
young, we had 11 rookies.” Undrafted, Jeri-Leon signed with ECHL 
Maine, and received a call-up to AHL Providence when the Bruins were 
hit with an outbreak. He has three goals in 19 games in Maine, and one 
in two games for Providence. “I’m loving it. Nothing better in the world 
than getting paid to play the game you love.” When Boston’s Patrice 
Bergeron and Brad Marchand were added to protocol, Jeri-Leon received 
word he’d be going back to Providence from Maine. He played for the 
Mariners Dec. 15 in Trois-Rivieres, before a PCR test indicated Jeri-
Leon, although asymptomatic, was positive. That ended the call-up 
opportunity. He was isolated in the team’s Quebec hotel while Maine 
played twice more before its Christmas break. 

2. Jeri-Leon was supposed to go home to Kelowna for the break, but 
putting him on a plane was not an option. Neither was coming back on 
the team bus. “Everybody (on the bus) was negative and going home for 
the holidays,” said Maine coach Ben Guite. “It was not safe and not 
right.” The organization did not want Jeri-Leon stuck in the hotel. They 
wanted him in his apartment where he could walk around, open windows 
and cook his own meals. They tried to get a rental car so he could drive 
back to Maine, but the companies would not allow the vehicle to cross 
the Canada-US border. Driving to his parents was not feasible, because 
by the time he made it from Quebec to British Columbia, the holiday 
would be over. “I’d also be sleeping at rest stops, so not to infect 
anyone,” he said. The team looked into a car service. “The prices were 
astronomical., but we thought, ‘Okay, we will do whatever we have to 
do,’” Guite said. “None of the drivers would agree to do it. It’s Christmas, 
we understand.” So, 20 minutes before puck drop of the Mariners’ final 
game in Trois-Rivieres on Dec. 18, the coach phoned Jeri-Leon to 
explain the plan. 

3. “I didn’t want him left there,” Guite said. “I knew if it was me, I’d lose 
my mind. I thought, ‘I’m the best person to do it.’” The bus departed after 
Saturday’s 5-2 loss to the Lions. The Mariners got in during the night (it’s 
about a five-and-half-hour drive). Double-vaccinated, Guite owns an SUV 
with a third row of seats. With the assistance of the team’s training staff, 
he made sure to have the proper masks, goggles and shields. He bought 
a clear shower curtain to put behind the front row. 

At 9 am, he began the drive back to Trois-Rivieres. “My biggest concern 
was explaining this getup to the border guards,” he laughed. Upon 
arrival, Jeri-Leon climbed into the last row. The windows were opened 
“about an inch to an inch-and-a-half, and we cranked the heat,” Guite 
said. They talked for a few minutes before settling to their own routines. 
Jeri-Leon watched Queen’s Gambit (an excellent choice), while Guite 
made a few calls and listened to podcasts. 

Maine Mariners coach Ben Guite. 

Is the coach a good driver? “Very, very good,” the winger laughed. After 
dropping off his player, Guite was home before midnight. Jeri-Leon said 
team ownership and the Professional Hockey Players’ Association (which 
represents AHL and ECHLers) did everything possible to help, but 
roadblocks arose everywhere. “I’m still quite shocked by (what Guite did), 
and my parents are incredibly appreciative,” Jeri-Leon said. “How good of 
a coach he is to us, how he treats us like he’d want his kids to be treated, 
I am very, very thankful. Being alone in the hotel would have been very 
hard.” You know you can’t talk back anymore when he says you don’t 
backcheck hard enough, right? “I won’t say anything back,” he laughed. 
An excellent gesture by Guite. Beyond the call of duty. 

Keltie Jeri-Leon's view in Ben Guite's car on the drive home. 

4. Guite had 19 goals and 45 points in 175 NHL games for Boston, 
Colorado and Nashville from 2005-06 to 2009-10. His lone playoff score 
was shorthanded in a 2-1 Avalanche win over Minnesota in 2008. “I 
never got to play much with Joe Sakic because he was a first-liner and I 
was a fourth-liner. But I tell everyone I did score two goals in three shifts 
with him.” Guite killed penalties with the Hall-of-Famer. “I was on the 
opposite side of where Minnesota tried to enter our zone. I know (Sakic). 
He is going to strip the puck, and I was cheating. I knew he’d see me and 
put it on my tape.” Minnesota’s goalie was Niklas Backstrom, and Guite 
laughed as he relayed the scouting report from Jeff Hackett, then 
coaching Colorado’s netminders. “He told us that if you fake a shot, 
(Backstrom) would put his glove down. I tried to go high and put it right in 
his glove. It trickled in anyways.” Great story. 

5. I was relaying that story to someone who said that players in the NHL 
absolutely notice which teams take care of players who test positive on 
the road and which don’t. Carolina, Edmonton, St. Louis and Toronto 
made sure people got back, especially right before Christmas. One team 
apparently spent close to $250,000 to do so. 

6. There were some players who asked if it would still be possible to go 
to the Olympics on an individual basis. That was possible if the decision 
was left to the players. But, because this was the NHL’s call, that option 
is closed. 

7. A lot of players will be heartbroken by this news, but it’s hard not to 
think about Steven Stamkos. At least he does have an Olympic Gold, 
awarded by Hockey Canada for being named to the 2014 champions, 
although injury cost him the spot. The Lightning captain didn’t start the 
season atop many Team Canada lists, but charged to the forefront with 
34 points in 28 games. You could see how much it meant to him, and it 
sure sounds like he was going to attend despite quarantine concerns. 

8. Talking about where to go from here is more dangerous than walking 
through a field of land mines, so I’m going to stick to the facts as I know 
them. As many of you know by now, the NFL -- with less runway to the 
playoffs than the NHL -- changed its protocols to test vaccinated players 
only when symptomatic. Tuesday afternoon, NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver presented his case against pausing the season. “This virus will not 
be eradicated, so we have to learn to live with it,” he told ESPN. He 
added that, like the NFL, his league is looking at shortening the amount 
of time anyone has to be in protocol. (The NFL’s Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr. Allen Sills, called it “trying to test smarter and in a more strategic 
fashion.”) 
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The Washington Post’s Rick Maese, who has done thorough reporting on 
this issue, interviewed several experts about the NFL’s move. “If Omicron 
is borne out to be much more transmissible but less severe, that’s a win-
win for everyone. In the short term, that’s a lot of ifs,” said Asaf Bitton, 
associate professor of health-care policy at Harvard’s T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health. “This strategy carries a risk of unintended 
consequences in the short term, even if it’s in the right direction long-
term.” 

“There’s never been strong value in testing asymptomatic vaccinated 
people outside of exposures,” said Amesh Adalja, senior scholar at the 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security. “Leagues did that reflexively, 
and it led to a lot of diagnosed cases. I think we got to move away from 
that type of paradigm.” Adalja is also quoted as saying, that as 
breakthrough infections become more common, it’s increasingly 
important for sports leagues “and other parts of society to move away 
from one-size-fits-all measures.” All of these leagues talk to each other, 
they know what each is thinking. So, what are the ramifications for the 
NHL? Let’s unpack. 

9. First, a reduction in testing. How does everyone feel about that? I do 
not want to create the impression I talk to enough people to paint a fully 
accurate picture. I have some idea, and opinions are all over the place -- 
with extremely passionate debate in private. “I wish you could listen to 
these calls,” one player said. (So do I.) Nashville’s Nick Cousins and 
Montreal’s Jonathan Drouin publicly expressed their concerns. Cousins 
tweeted last Thursday he felt a pause should happen. The Predators 
beat Colorado and Chicago before they were shut down. Drouin admitted 
worry about playing Boston on Saturday night, following the Bruins’ 
outbreak. That game was postponed, and the temporary cross-border 
closure means the Canadiens aren’t scheduled to play again until next 
Tuesday. Both of those players have private support. Several others (and 
staff) indicated they don’t care so much about testing for themselves, but 
for their families. That’s an extra layer of protection they greatly 
appreciate. 

10. However, there is growing opposition to frequent testing, instead 
searching for alternatives. When Steve Yzerman talks, people listen. 
“Our players are testing positive with very little symptoms, if any 
symptoms at all,” he said last weekend. “I don’t see it as a threat to their 
health at this point. So, I think you might take it a step further and 
question why are we even testing for guys that have no symptoms….The 
players ultimately want to play. None have come to us and said, ‘We 
should shut this down.’ If they feel that way, they haven’t expressed that 
to us. They’ve been very acceptive of the protocols. Whether they like 
them or not is irrelevant. They’ve been willing to do them. I think they just 
want to play and get through this.” 

Again, I don’t desire to put percentages or numbers on how many feel 
that way, but it’s not insignificant. There are many players and teams 
who feel very strongly testing should be reduced, except in symptomatic 
cases. Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck expressed his frustration for the 
second time in several days, calling the pause, “a little overkill…You see 
leagues like the NFL, who are adapting and, I think, doing things right.” 
St. Louis captain Ryan O’Reilly and teammate Torey Krug publicly added 
to the group. There’s a major difference between the NFL, the NBA and 
the NHL. That is, of course, Canada. 

11. To a man/woman, every source I spoke to over the last five days said 
they are well aware testing only symptomatic players (even if vaccinated) 
is a non-starter with Canada. “We’re six months away from even 
beginning that discussion,” one doctor said. But the NFL and NBA 
moving in that direction means there will be a push for the NHL to 
explore similar opportunities. “Let’s say Colorado plays Dallas,” one 
player said. “Do we need to test for that if no symptoms? Could we have 
a system where you only test if you are symptomatic or for a week prior 
to going into Canada?” This will not be an easy issue to manage. 

12. One Canadian team exec’s reaction to that suggestion: “Thank you 
for the competitive disadvantage.” 

13. Silver said the NBA is 65 per cent boosted. The NHL and NHLPA are 
encouraging players to get it, but knew last summer this could be a 
potentially big challenge. One success story is Tampa Bay, where it was 
widely accepted. The Lightning embracing it might lead to more, because 
they’re as elite as it gets. But other teams haven’t seen widespread 
acceptance. 

14. Next: cap. When Montreal played Philadelphia with no fans, there 
was a lot of grumbling. I don’t know how it could have been avoided. The 
Flyers were there, and the decree was right before the game. “That’s 
$2M of revenue we will never see again,” said one exec. There’s real 
worry about what cuts to Canadian gates will mean for revenue and 
salary-cap projections. Approximate revenue for a home game in 
Canada: Toronto ($3.5M), Edmonton & Montreal ($2.3M), Vancouver 
($1.8M), Calgary & Winnipeg ($1.4M), Ottawa ($650,000). Don’t want to 
see those shrink. 

15. On a similar wavelength: One rumour that didn’t come true from last 
weekend -- that the league would “freeze” until Jan. 1 to protect the 
Winter Classic at all costs. Can’t afford to lose those revenues, especially 
now that so much infrastructure is in place. I’m looking forward to it. If 
you want to see how this can work on a smaller scale, the ECHL has two 
outdoor games next week. The Toledo Walleye host the Kalamazoo 
Wings on Sunday and Indy Fuel New Year’s Eve. 

16. Don’t assume All-Star Weekend is an automatic COVID casualty. 
Deep Throat’s “Follow the Money” also applies here, and it’s Vegas -- so 
you know the media wants to go. And I don’t think the now-available time 
will be completely jammed with games. The players will get time off 
returning to action, probably at least a week. 

17. I thought Edmonton made perfect sense for a Jakob Chychrun 
destination, but a few sources have said it’s very unlikely to be the Oilers. 

18. Don’t know if I’ve seen a player look as relieved after scoring as Tyler 
Seguin did in Dallas’s 7-4 win over Minnesota on Monday. The stress is 
on in Dallas. Change is coming if the Stars don’t surge over the second 
half of the season. 

19. A lot of the executive searches are going to pick up after Christmas. 
Montreal for sure. I think Anaheim’s put out some feelers and had a few 
conversations, but nothing too deep yet. Chicago spent a lot of time on 
its process for finding its next leadership. Now, they’re going to get 
moving. 

20. Good luck to fellow Sportsnet panelist Jennifer Botterill, who was 
listed -- along with Angela Ruggiero and Jayna Hefford -- as a candidate 
for a position in Vancouver’s front office by The Globe and Mail’s Gary 
Mason. President and Interim GM Jim Rutherford said he’s been calling 
other teams about potential hires. He likes to move fast and knows what 
he wants. He does have permission to talk to Pittsburgh’s Patrik Allvin, 
and there’s been contact. Two challenges: does it matter if the COVID 
surge prevents in-person meetings; and will Rutherford’s presidency 
discourage anyone who wants real decision-making power? 

21. There is definitely a lot of research being done on female candidates. 
Former players, especially. Two out-of-the-box names: Lindsay Artkin, 
President of the NHL Coaches’ Association, and Kim Weiss, who 
coaches Maryland in the North American Hockey League. 

22. Player who has most surprised this season: Tage Thompson, Buffalo. 

23. COVID is not just rough on the players. Around 10 officials were out 
of action. Not easy to fill those spots. 

24. Couple of you asked via Twitter when NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman reduced Jason Spezza’s suspension from six games to four if 
he’s ever done that before. The answer is yes, twice. Raffi Torres from 
25 games to 21 in 2012 (hit on Marian Hossa); and Daniel Carcillo from 
10 games to six in 2014 (applying physical force to an official). 

25. Second question several of you had: has a coach, like Paul Maurice, 
said they stepped down because he/she felt their team needed a new 
voice? I remember once. After the 2000 NBA Final, Larry Bird resigned 
as coach of the Indiana Pacers -- who had just lost the championship to 
the Los Angeles Lakers in six games. Bird felt that players tuned out a 
coach after three seasons and refused to change his mind, even though 
the players wanted him to stay. 

26. Winnipeg was very loyal to Maurice, and he may never admit it, but I 
think his move was a way of repaying that loyalty. He sensed they might 
have had to make a change. So, he took it out of their hands, making it 
easier on ownership and the GM. 

27. Toronto signed OHL Sarnia’s Ty Voit, taken 153rd overall last 
summer, to an entry-level contract. The Maple Leafs continue to avoid 
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giving bonuses in an attempt to protect cap space -- telling draftees it 
gives them the fastest opportunity to reach the NHL. Only Timothy 
Liljegren has bonuses among the current entry-level crop. And I think 
only expansion Seattle is close to Toronto’s one such player. 

28. Chicago’s Tyler Johnson joined Vegas’s Jack Eichel in undergoing 
Artificial Disc Replacement to resume their NHL careers. Both have a fan 
-- and interested viewer -- in Calgary. His name is Brett Anhorn, a goalie 
who played Midget-age in Medicine Hat, dropped it in university, then 
returned to play for beer-league fun later. Like many goalies, his body 
battled the physical demands of the position, but in 2010, when Anholt 
was 32, “I fell down the stairs when our dog tripped me, which caused 
the final rupture. I had multiple injuries to my lower back, and was told I’d 
never play hockey again. I couldn’t pick up my (then-two-year-old) 
daughter to play.” He was diagnosed with a Disc Degeneration in the L4-
L5, the lowest vertebrae of the lumbar spine. “For a fusion, the waiting list 
was two years for even a surgical consultation. My symptoms weren’t 
bad enough. Even when I lost the ability to move my feet, I was told it 
was not severe enough for surgical intervention.” 

29. Anhorn scoured the world for options -- Brazil, Germany, Singapore, 
the United Kingdom and the United States. The artificial disc option came 
up early in his research, and in June 2011, he decided to take that route. 
It was an out-of-pocket expense, and Anhorn underwent surgery in the 
UK on July 13, 2011. “The situation with me is a little different than 
Eichel’s, because it’s his neck and my lower back,” he said. “My surgeon 
was very careful to warn that there are no guarantees in spine surgery, 
which definitely gave me pause and made me really think about the risks 
of proceeding. That was when he added, ‘but you have a very good 
chance of a good outcome.’ Thankfully, that’s what happened. I knock on 
wood every time I talk about it because I’m a superstitious goalie.” 

Anhorn isn’t taking the bumps an NHLer would, but he healed and 
rekindled his love for the game. Work took him and his family to New 
York City for a time, and he backstopped the Upper Canada College 
alumni to consecutive Central Park Classic championships in 2017 and 
2018. But the biggest victory? “Remember the first day I could hold by 
newborn son. I’m thankful every day I had the surgery.” Anhorn kept an 
interesting online diary of his experience. You can find it at 
backup.muellhorn.ca. 

30. The Flames and the city of Calgary should be given in-person 
hearings for making us try to understand what’s happening between 
them three days before Christmas. Ryan Pike of Flames Nation has 
invested the time on this issue, and pointed out via Twitter, “To be clear: 
the Flames have NOT terminated the arena deal agreement as of right 
now. They have declared to the city their INTENTION to terminate the 
deal.” It’s arm-twisting season. 

31. It’s been a challenging time in Arizona, but all of the recent arena 
discourse pales in comparison to the loss of Matt Shott. The Coyotes’ 
senior director of hockey development died last weekend of liver cancer, 
at the ridiculously young age of 34. Shott invested himself in the growth 
of youth hockey in Arizona. Whatever happens in the future, he left a 
positive legacy on young fans and players in the region. 

32. I’m going to try and take a few days. We will drop the 
Christmas/Holiday Party podcast on Friday. Not as long as last year’s, 
but some new, fun guests and hopefully a good listen for all of you. This 
will be the final 32 Thoughts blog of the 2021 Calendar Year, with a 
return the week of Jan. 3. Thank you for all your consumption, hope you 
have a great holiday season. Do whatever it takes to get that mental 
break. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The NHL’s 2022 Olympic dream dies: ‘It’s going to hurt for 
a while’ 

 

Staff Report 

December 21, 2021, 6:41 PM 

 

Judd Apatow wrote this simple yet brilliant scene for his 2007 comedy 
Knocked Up in which Paul Rudd and Seth Rogen’s characters are 
slouching on a park bench watching Rudd’s young daughter gleefully 
chase after freshly blown bubbles, clapping them into soap. 

“I wish I liked anything as much as my kid liked bubbles,” Rudd says. 
“Their smiling faces just point out your inability to enjoy anything.” 

“Am I gonna be OK, man?” Rogen says, equally miserable. 

“Oh. Who knows?” Rudd responds. “Is anybody OK? I’m not OK. You’re 
asking the wrong guy.” 

The older we get, the shorter our wish list does. 

Most grownups can afford their own cozy socks and hardcover novels 
and V-neck sweaters. Genuine excitement or surprise grows scarce. 
We’ve walked our share of parks and popped our share of bubbles. 

As a connoisseur of hockey, my favourite brand is best-on-best. 

I can tell you where I was when Gretzky set up Lemieux for the 6-5 goal 
in the 1987 Canada Cup. 

I can name all the family and friends freaking out in my parents’ den, 
hugging and screaming and jumping and smearing red and white face-
paint on each other when Crosby scored the Golden Goal in 2010. 

And I can point out the exact chair in the Sportsnet newsroom where I 
was sitting and typing when Canada repeated victory in Sochi on that big 
2014 ice, turning soccer scores into hockey history. 

All I wanted for Christmas was Connor McDavid and Sidney Crosby 
wearing Santa’s colours. McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon on the same 
line rush. Auston Matthews facing off against John Tavares in a tied 
medal game. And passionate fans on social media losing their marbles 
over why Doug Armstrong chose Tom Wilson over Ryan O’Reilly for 
Team Canada’s 13th forward. 

The virus, well, turns out that greedy grinch can infect your dreams too. 
Hand sanitizer and hospital masks be damned. 

As “cancel culture” continues to take on new meaning and we retreat into 
our holiday caves, the bad (if inevitable) news that the NHL will not 
participate in February’s Beijing Olympics hits fans like a rock of coal. 

Absolutely, it’s the safest choice. Definitely, it’s the smartest business 
choice for a league scrambling to shoehorn 82 games for everybody and 
hoist the seasonal schedule back on the rails. 

But, man, we could’ve used some Olympic bubbles to get excited about. 

As bitter as this day is for fans, the heartbreaks more for the players 
getting robbed. 

Victor Hedman was passed over by Sweden in ’14, his breakout 
campaign. Speaking safely over Zoom Tuesday, the best defenceman of 
the past four years said it’s “sad” he won’t be flying to China next month, 
that he’s wanted this for a long time. 

“It’s going to hurt for a while,” Hedman said. 

Hedman will be 35 the next time the Winter Games roll around. 

The same goes for Tavares — whose surge back into the top 10 in NHL 
scoring was at least partly driven by his inability to compete in Sochi’s 
medal rounds for Canada due to injury. 

“It’s definitely been a big motivating factor,” Tavares said on the day 
Maple Leafs training camp opened. 

“I would love the opportunity to play a second time. You go there not only 
as part of a hockey team but part of a bigger team representing your 
country and all of Canada. You know, I’d like to think there’s another 
chance in four years again, but as you get older, the chances get a little 
bit slimmer.” 

We think of Jack Eichel, busting his butt in rehab in hopes to heal fast 
enough to represent Team USA. 
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We think of Canada’s Steven Stamkos. Like Tavares, he’s been tearing it 
up this year (34 points in 28 games, good for sixth overall in the Art Ross 
race). Like Eichel, Stamkos tried valiantly to recover from injury rep his 
country in Sochi… only to come up a little short. 

The 2026 Games in Milano Cortina open on the eve of Stamkos’s 36th 
birthday. Beijing was his shot. 

Matthews, already named to his first Olympic team, calls it “the biggest 
stage that it gets.” McDavid was eager. Crosby was keen. 

“Those athletes have worked their entire life to be in consideration to go 
to the Olympics. Especially this era of player, basically their whole life 
that they've grown up, the best players — save for 2018 — have been at 
the Olympics,” Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said. “It's always been a great 
event and something they all aspire to when you talk to them.” 

We think of our recent phone conversation with Canadian bubble 
candidate Zach Hyman, and how strongly he responded when asked if 
he had the slightest reservation of flying to China in a pandemic. 

“No,” Hyman said, sharply. “If you have an opportunity like that, you go.” 

As the NHL’s positives multiplied over the past week, its Olympic outlook 
spun negatively. Tavares was “uneasy” about the uncertainty of protocol. 
McDavid found the idea of a weeks-long quarantine halfway around the 
globe “unsettling.” 

But outside of Swedish goalie Robin Lehner, few stars were saying they 
wanted out. 

U.S. goalie Connor Hellebuyck didn’t hide his glum Tuesday on a call 
with Winnipeg reporters. 

“If the next one’s in four years, I’ll be 32. I know I’ll still be playing my best 
hockey, but we’ll see if it’s the same story. It was going to be an 
awesome opportunity to play, but I guess that’s just what we have to deal 
with,” said Hellebuyck, who does not approve of the pause. 

"I can't speak for everyone, but the feeling for myself, it's a little overkill. 
You see leagues like the NFL who are adapting and, I think, doing things 
right. It sucks. But it's Christmastime, so we're enjoying the break. Going 
to use this as a little mental reset, see family, and enjoy the holidays." 

American sniper Kyle Connor struck a bah humbug tone, too. 

“That sucks. Everybody was looking forward to this. We made this part of 
our collective bargaining agreement, as the players, to try and bring the 
Olympics back. It just creates so many memories,” Connor said. “If NHL 
players can’t go, that’s pretty disappointing.” 

On the topic of postponing league games, Connor added: “A lot of guys 
I’ve talked to aren’t even getting that sick.” 

As for Crosby, the poster boy of the NHL’s Olympic movement, he used 
the word “disappointing” more than once, summing up how so many of 
us feel these days, sour-faced on our park bench, watching bubbles drift 
into the ether. 

“I’ve been fortunate enough to be part of two. I definitely feel for the guys 
who have missed numerous opportunities,” Crosby said. 

“It’s not something where it’s the next year, or you push it a couple 
months. These are opportunities and experiences of a lifetime that you 
don’t get very many of as an athlete. You might only get one.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / As COVID-19 cases surge, Hellebuyck calls NHL's 
decision to pause season 'overkill' 

 

Staff Report 

December 21, 2021, 3:05 PM 

 

Winnipeg Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck criticized the NHL's 
decision to pause its season, a move which made it the first North 
American professional sports league to halt its schedule amid an 
unprecedented global spike in COVID-19 cases, driven by the rise of the 
Omicron variant. 

"It’s a little overkill," Hellebuyck said Tuesday. "You see leagues like the 
NFL that are adapting and, I think, doing things right. It sucks but it’s 
Christmas time, use it as a break, see family and enjoy what we have." 

The NFL and its players' association have re-configured the league's 
COVID-19 protocols multiple times. Under latest guidelines, the league 
scaled back its testing, deciding that only unvaccinated players and those 
who experience possible symptoms of COVID-19 will be tested. 

Before that, the NFL and NFLPA updated protocols to allow 
asymptomatic vaccinated players to return sooner if they have two 
negative tests on the same day, or one negative test and an antibody test 
showing the individual has reached a certain level. 

The moves came at a time of the season during which the NFL set a 
single-day high in players’ positive tests, and more than 130 players total 
placed on teams' COVID-19 reserve lists, reigniting a debate over 
postponing games -- an option the league had adamantly opposed in the 
past, going as far as saying forfeits "could be in play." 

"I would not describe it as, 'we’re stopping testing for vaccinated 
players,'" Dr. Allen Sills, the chief medical officer of the NFL, said 
Saturday. "We’re trying to test smarter and in a more strategic fashion." 

Moving away from daily testing aligns with recent guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for the broader population, 
which advised that vaccinated individuals do not need to be tested unless 
they are exposed to the coronavirus or show symptoms. 

However, the rapid spread of Omicron -- both within sports teams and 
the communities they play in -- has brought the importance of testing 
back into the spotlight. On a national level in the United States, the Biden 
administration has said it will buy 500 million rapid tests to distribute to 
the public for free as well as set up federal testing sites in the lead up to 
Christmas, underscoring the importance of testing when it comes to 
controlling community spread. 

Currently in the NHL, players are subject to frequent testing -- daily, at 
the moment -- whether they exhibit symptoms or not. 

Other protocols have been strengthened by the NHL recently too, 
including players and coaches being prohibited from eating indoors at 
restaurants and bars, and being encouraged to wear masks indoors. 

"I think it’s doing a lot more harm than good,” Hellebuyck said of the 
NHL's COVID-19 protocols over the weekend, though he didn't specify 
which measures. “Everyone I’ve talked to, they’re in agreeance with that. 
We need to be informed and then we need to be able to make our own 
decisions." 

Despite the changes, cases have continued to surge in the NHL. More 
than 132 players were in the league's COVID-19 protocols as of 
Tuesday, fuelling the league's decision to postpone all activities and 
implement a league-wide shutdown from Wednesday through at least 
Christmas Day. 

The NBA, which has had dozens of players enter health and safety 
protocols recently, imperilling the league's high-profile Christmas Day 
games, has said players will be tested daily for two weeks starting Dec. 
26. 

The NFL doesn't encounter the same hurdle of cross-border travel that 
the NHL and NBA do, and instead chose to rely on self-reporting of 
symptoms to identify who is in need of testing. The tactic, which doesn't 
account for the possibility of asymptomatic transmission of the virus, has 
also spurred uncertainty about whether players -- faced with the 
possibility of missing a start if they test positive -- will consistently self-
report their symptoms accurately. 

"I think that the NFL players and the coaches have to be professional and 
know that they don’t want to be putting other people at risk," Adalja said. 
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"They shouldn’t be playing sick, but that’s obviously going to be as good 
as the honesty of the people there." 

Across the NFL, NBA and NHL, vaccination rates are high -- especially 
relative to the general population. 

Around 95 per cent of NBA and NFL players are vaccinated, as of mid-
December. Only one NHL player, Tyler Bertuzzi, has not been inoculated 
against the virus. Across all age groups in the United States, only 61 per 
cent of the general population has been vaccinated, reflecting the 
challenges the country has faced in navigating vaccine hesitancy. 

At the start of the Jets training camp this season, Hellebuyck, a native of 
Michigan, was among those who had initial reservations about the 
vaccines despite the overwhelming body of evidence showing they were 
safe. 

"It felt very forced on me. Just where I am with my health, I had just 
gotten COVID and gotten over it, and then I had to get the vax,” 
Hellebuyck said at the time. "If I had gotten some time to choose, maybe 
I would have gotten what they recommended three months later." 

Even with the rise of Omicron, which has proved to be highly 
transmissible and less susceptible to vaccines than other variants of the 
coronavirus, leading to the influx of breakthrough cases — infections 
among vaccinated peoples — vaccinations are still expected to be a key 
tool in preventing the worst outcomes of the virus. 

The C.D.C. has said that two doses of current vaccines offer meaningful 
protection against severe illness, hospitalizations, and deaths due to 
infection with the Omicron variant. With booster shots, there is evidence 
showing vaccines provide strong protection against infection from 
Omicron too — making them a potential game-changer as hospitals 
strain against increased patient numbers and staff burnout. 

Initial studies have also offered hope that Omicron could cause less 
severe disease than other forms of the virus, despite it being two to three 
times as likely to spread as the Delta variant, though further work must 
be done before a fully clear picture of Omicron emerges. 

In the highly-vaccinated NHL, most individuals so far who have tested 
positive during the recent outbreak that are symptomatic have reported 
mild symptoms, but it is not yet known what kind of -- if any -- long-term 
impacts contracting the Omicron variant will have. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Top 5 Senators prospects: Jake Sanderson leads talented 
cast as WJC nears 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

December 21, 2021, 4:56 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators have largely built their roster through the draft and 
with prospects acquired via trade. 

And while the young core, led by Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, Thomas 
Chabot, Drake Batherson and Tim Stützle is now fully entrenched on the 
team’s NHL roster, there remains an interesting mix of prospects in the 
system. 

Assuming the World Junior Championship in Edmonton and Red Deer is 
able to go off as scheduled, Senators fans will be tuning in to see several 
of Ottawa’s top prospects on display in the tournament, representing 
Canada, the United States and Finland. 

Understanding that prospect rankings are nearly as fluid as hockey 
scheduling in a pandemic, here is an arbitrary list of the Senators top five 
prospects, with comments from Senators development coach Shean 
Donovan. 

For the purposes of this list, we didn’t include players who are already 
NHL ready or close to it with multiple games of experience. Namely, Erik 
Brannstrom, Jacob-Bernard Docker and Lassi Thomson, who have all 
played for Ottawa this season. 

Jake Sanderson, 19, University of North Dakota (NCAA) 

GP: 15 │ G: 6 │ A: 13 │ PTS: 19 │ PIM: 4 

Position: Defence 

2022 WJC: USA 

Before playing a single NHL game, Jake Sanderson is already a source 
of hype in Ottawa. The upcoming world junior tournament should be a 
showcase for Sanderson’s all-around game and steady presence on the 
blueline as he captains Team USA. 

Donovan: “Jake is ready for pro hockey and he’s doing his thing. He 
wants to be a player so badly there is no stone unturned for him on 
anything, to be better. He went back (to UND) with a purpose. He didn’t 
go back and say, ‘oh, it will be fun to stay in North Dakota.’ He went back 
with the purpose of getting better. 

“I love that his game is based on defence-first, not offence-first. He plays 
like the Big D that you need now – he’s a big body, he’s 6-2, he skates 
and he logs big minutes. He’s one of those D that every team needs if 
they want to be good.” 

While he may not be “offence-first” in his thinking, Sanderson has turned 
some heads with his offensive game this fall. Though he has missed four 
of the Fighting Hawks' games with injury or illness, Sanderson has been 
a dominant player in the NCAA when he’s been in the lineup. If he can 
stay healthy he will be an early favourite to win the Hobey Baker Award. 

Ridly Greig, 19, Brandon Wheat Kings (WHL) 

GP: 19 │ G: 14 │ A: 14 │ PTS: 28 │ PIM: 46 

Position: Centre 

2022 WJC: CAN 

After a modest start, Greig has been on a tear with the WHL's Brandon 
Wheat Kings, proving what we already knew. Brandon’s captain needs to 
be playing in a higher league. He did play seven AHL games with 
Belleville last season and B-Sens head coach Troy Mann said he would 
have loved to have him this season as well. 

Donovan: “Ridly is like a Mike Peca type, smaller guy but he just plays so 
hard. Obviously, he also has the skill. Coaches love him. Troy Mann 
wishes he (Greig) would have got the 20 games or whatever it was he 
needed to get the exemption to play in the American League this year.” 

To say Greig plays with an edge would be an understatement. He has 
been suspended twice this year – including a two-gamer (one pre-season 
game, one regular-season game) during the NHL pre-season for a cross-
check on Winnipeg’s Pierre-Luc Dubois. He then earned a two-game 
suspension for an interference major and game misconduct while with 
Brandon in late November. Clearly, Greig has to learn not to cross the 
line while playing on the edge of it. 

Greig will be all-in at the WJC for Canada, after missing last season’s 
tournament due to a positive COVID-19 test during the pre-tournament 
camp. 

Egor Sokolov, 21, Belleville Senators (AHL) 

GP: 18 │ G: 4 │ A: 10 │ PTS: 14 │ PIM: 6 

Position: Winger 

His many fans in Ottawa were pulling for the big, personable Russian to 
make the Senators out of training camp. He needed another year in the 
AHL, and though the goal-scoring touch isn’t as evident this year as last 
(15 goals in 35 games in 2020-21), that is largely because the B-Sens 
aren’t as strong offensively this season and have had a lot of disruptions 
due to emergency call-ups, especially on their defence. In time, Sokolov 
will get a chance to be a top-six right winger for Ottawa. Sokolov has no 
points in four games with the big club this year. 
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Donovan: “Goals tend to come in bunches and I don’t think Belleville is 
super-skilled, either, as a group. But Soko is nearly at a point a game, 
he’s working on his game and hasn’t gone off the gas. He’s come a long 
way as a player and that’s what everyone is excited about. He was a 
bigger guy before the draft and is slim and fit, now. He’s counted on a lot 
there, which is good for a young guy.” 

Remaining Time -5:31 

How Egor Sokolov formed unbreakable bond with billet family in Cape 
Breton 

Mads Sogaard, 21, Belleville Senators (AHL) 

Record: 6-5-0 │ GAA: 2.59 │ SV%: .915 

Position: Goalie 

After a couple of rough starts early in the season, Sogaard has 
rebounded to be a pillar of strength for the B-Sens. At 6-7, Sogaard is 
known for his size but is getting to be just as well known for his 
positioning and mobility for a big man. 

Donovan: “He’s obviously a huge kid, and a really nice kid. He’s the type 
of kid who’s picking up pucks after practice. He moves so well that you 
think sometimes he’s not that big. That’s a pretty impressive unit, right 
there.” 

Roby Jarventie, 19, Belleville Senators (AHL) 

GP: 21 │ G: 3 │ A: 6 │ PTS: 9 │ PIM: 8 

Position: Winger 

2022 WJC: FIN 

Somewhat typical of European-based prospects who don’t play any 
junior hockey in North America, Jarventie has had a steep learning curve 
in the AHL. But as a big kid (6-3) with a lot of skill, the Senators will give 
Jarventie every chance to show he was a solid choice at 33rd overall in 
the 2020 draft. 

Donovan: “We felt Belleville was a good choice for Roby because we 
trust Troy (Mann) so much. There are coaches who wouldn’t want that 
task – but Troy’s group is dealing with a young kid, a late-year birthday 
(Aug. 8). So, he’s adjusting but he has some top-six NHL skill. It’s just the 
consistency of playing with it every night. And just dealing with being a 
pro here in North America.” 

WJC WATCH 

Along with Jake Sanderson, Ridly Greig and Roby Jarventie, cited above, 
the Senators will have two other prospects to focus on at the junior 
worlds. Goaltender Leevi Merilainen and defenceman Tyler Kleven. 

Leevi Merilainen, 19, Kingston Frontenacs (OHL) 

Record: 14-4-3 │ GAA: 3.19 │ SV%: .897 

Position: Goalie 

2022 WJC: FIN 

Though he was on Finland’s roster last year, Merilainen didn’t see any 
action in the 2021 WJC. That should change this year, and the Senators 
organization is certainly hoping that Merilainen is Finland’s starter in the 
junior tournament. Merilainen is quick and positionally sound. He has 
also improved down the stretch with Kingston. On Dec. 7, he was named 
the OHL goalie of the week after stopping 48 of 49 shots combined in two 
games vs Oshawa and Ottawa. 

Donovan: “I like Merilainen. He’s athletic, he’s catching the puck really 
well. It was an adjustment at the start because there are so many 
breakdowns in junior. But I’ve watched him play a bunch, he makes 
some really big saves and he’s a good goalie – a big, tall (6-3) kid like all 
of them are now. He’s not as big as Sogaard but he’s got a chance for 
sure.” 

Tyler Kleven, 19, University of North Dakota (NCAA) 

GP: 19 │ G: 4 │ A: 2 │ PTS: 6 │ PIM: 58 

Position: Defence 

2022 WJC: USA 

Kleven joins Sanderson, Shane Pinto and Jacob Bernard-Docker in the 
long line of Senators’ UND prospects. And he represents a unique 
package as a very large, intense defender. Already 6-4 and 200 pounds 
while still a teenager, Kleven brings the demeanour of a Zdeno Chara to 
the rink. He could turn out to be a steal for Ottawa at 44th overall in the 
second round of the 2020 draft. 

Donovan: “Kleven is a hidden gem, to be honest. He’s a big, heavy kid 
who is mean, and he is going to mean (as a pro). So, for me, he’s up 
there in that top group of prospects.” 
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TSN.CA / Calgary mayor says Flames will 'pull the plug' on arena deal 

 

Salim Valji 

 

During a seven-day stretch of bad news that included a COVID-19 team 
outbreak and reduced capacity at games in the Scotiabank Saddledome, 
Calgary Flames fans received perhaps their biggest blow on Tuesday 
evening. 

Just weeks before shovels were supposed to be in the ground on an 
events centre that would have included a new 18,000 seat arena for the 
National Hockey League’s Flames, the deal has fallen through, Calgary 
Mayor Jyoti Gondek wrote on Twitter Tuesday night. 

The event centre, which would have been situated in the same location 
as the Saddledome in the city’s Victoria Park district, was estimated to 
have cost $608.5 million and taken three years to construct. 

If everything were to have gone to plan, the Flames would have taken the 
ice in their new home at the start of the 2024-25 NHL season. 

According to the most recent project agreement from July 30, 2021, the 
city of Calgary was set to pay a maximum of $287.5 million, or roughly 47 
per cent of the total cost. The Calgary Sports and Entertainment 
Corporation (CSEC), the Flames’ ownership group, had agreed to cover 
the remainder of the costs. The city and CSEC would then have been 
responsible for different cost overruns. The cost overruns for CSEC are 
estimated to hit $9.7 million to cover expenses related to sidewalks, 
transportation, climate risk, and photovoltaic capacity. 

CSEC wanted the city to share in part of that $9.7 million, which is 1.6 
per cent of the complex’s estimated cost. 

“According to that contract, the city can’t come back with additional 
funding,” Gondek told reporters on Tuesday. 

“We have, however, tried to ensure that any roadwork that is the 
responsibility of the city would be funded by the city.” 

On Tuesday, CSEC’s primary shareholder, Murray Edwards, informed 
Gondek that the Flames were unable to assume those extra costs. 

“[Edwards] has tried his best to get his partners to keep moving forward 
with the events centre deal,” she told reporters at city hall. 

“There was additional funding that had to be taken on by Calgary Sports 
and Entertainment Corporation. It appears that they are unable to make 
that financial commitment…it would appear that they are ending the 
deal.” 

Gondek attributed the cost overruns to inflation and supply chain 
challenges. She also said that the Calgary Municipal Land Corporation’s 
removal as the project manager could have played a role how things 
unfolded. While the CMLC was set to manage the project when the arena 
was initially agreed to in July of 2019, they were removed in the July 
2021 agreement at CSEC's request. 
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“To have a development manager like that who has run major projects in 
the city on time and on budget would have been a benefit to the Calgary 
Sports and Entertainment Corporation,” she said. 

“In my opinion, they had the expertise to understand that there would 
have been further costs required around improvements. They probably 
would have indicated that you need to be aware of climate-related costs, 
and I think this may have been stewarded differently.” 

Gondek was asked if, during her call with him today, Edwards threatened 
to relocate the Flames, to which she simply replied that it was a 
“straightforward conversation.” 

According to Forbes, Edwards’ net worth is $2 billion (US). 

Early Wednesday morning, CSEC responded in a statement saying 
"there is is no viable path to complete the Event Centre Project." 

"While CSEC was prepared to move forward in the face of escalating 
construction costs and assume the unknown future cost risks, CSEC was 
not prepared to fund the infrastructure and climate costs that were 
introduced by the City following our July agreement and were not 
included in the $608.5 million and are not included in the current cost 
estimate of $634 million," CSEC said in the statement. 

"The failure of the City and CSEC to find a viable path forward was not 
based upon simply the "the last dollar" on the table; but rather was based 
upon the accumulated increase in CSEC's share of the costs, including 
the infrastructure and climate costs, the overall risk factors related to the 
Project and the inability of CSEC and the City to find a path forward that 
would work for both parties." 

According to CSEC, the most recent cost estimates have the total cost of 
the Event Centre at $634 million, meaning CSEC would be responsible 
for an additional $25.5 million of cost. 

"The resulting cost sharing would have been $346.5 million for CSEC 
and $287.5 million for the City and, CSEC would continue to be 
responsible for further cost increases related to the construction of the 
Event Centre," the statement said. "Unfortunately, there are now $19 
million of new cost items related to infrastructure and climate being 
insisted upon by the City for which they are seeking an additional $10 
million in funding from CSEC." 

The Saddledome opened in 1983 and is the NHL’s second-oldest arena. 

Like many Flames fans who envisioned a new era for the team in a 
world-class facility, Gondek herself was surprised by the turn in events. 

“What happens next will unfold over the next few days,” she said. 

“The weight of this has been heavy for Calgarians and we are just trying 
to process what happens next.” 
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TSN.CA / Crosby provides ‘special moment’ for Team Canada's leaders 

 

Mark Masters 

 

At the end of Monday's practice, the players were called over to the 
bench and a television was wheeled out. Pittsburgh Penguins captain 
Sidney Crosby appeared on the screen and, in a pre-recorded message, 
announced that defenceman Kaiden Guhle will be the team's captain at 
the World Juniors.  

"It's pretty special," said Guhle, a Montreal Canadiens prospect. "Hearing 
it from him is something you don't see every day. It's pretty cool." 

Crosby also announced that forwards Cole Perfetti and Jake Neighbours 
will serve as alternate captains.  

"It's a huge honour," said Perfetti, a Winnipeg Jets’ prospect, "especially 
to have a guy like that, captain Canada, making the announcement. It 
kind of gives you chills. I remember watching him when I was three and 
four years old at the World Juniors and then at the Olympics. He's been 
the leader the entire way and the leader of Hockey Canada, so for him to 
give the announcement and break the news to us, it was super cool and 
something I'll never forget." 

The group was so fired up that Neighbours initially missed hearing his 
name.  

"He announced Perfetti and then all the boys started tapping their sticks 
and cheering, and then Crosby said me but I didn’t hear it," Neighbours, 
who started the season with the St. Louis Blues, said with a smile. "A 
couple guys heard it and they were looking at me and tapping me and I 
didn't know what they meant by it." 

Crosby competed at the World Juniors twice, winning gold in 2005.  

"Any time you get the chance to represent Canada it's an honour and a 
privilege," he told the players in the video. "To this day, I still have a close 
bond with the guys I played with there. I'll be watching and I know you 
guys will make Canada proud ... You guys have a special opportunity, 
especially with the chance to play at home, so have some fun, play 
together and good luck."   

Canadiens prospect Kaiden Guhle has been named Team Canada's 
captain for this year's World Juniors. Jets prospect Cole Perfetti and 
Blues prospect Jake Neighbours will serve as the alternate captains. The 
news was delivered to the team by a video from Sidney Crosby that was 
played on the ice at the end of practice on Monday. 

Dave Cameron called it "a pretty easy choice" to name Guhle captain.  

"We talk process, you know, stay with the process, every day and that's 
exactly what Kaiden does," Canada’s head coach said. "He's a real pro. 
He comes in every day with a cool, calm demeanour and lets his 
performance do the talking for him. Probably the best way to describe 
him is a silent leader." 

"He's a guy who does it all on the ice," said Neighbours, who is Guhle's 
teammate on the Edmonton Oil Kings. "He's so skilled offensively, so 
hard to play against defensively, skates well, moves the puck really well. 
He's not the most vocal guy, but definitely a guy who likes to joke around 
and keeps the boys laughing and loose and things like that. He brings an 
element of everything when it comes to leadership. He's the right guy for 
the job." 

Recently traded to Edmonton, Guhle spent most of his junior career in 
Prince Albert being mentored by head coach Marc Habscheid and 
assistant coach Jeff Truitt, who also worked with a young Shea Weber 
during his junior days in Kelowna.  

"They coached Shea, so they moulded me and told me what he was like 
because obviously he's a great leader," said Guhle. "It's doing the right 
thing every day and holding your teammates accountable and being 
there for your teammates every day." 

Perfetti pointed out that during practices Guhle leads the way in terms of 
work ethic and won't hesitate to chide teammates if he feels things are 
slipping.  

"He's what you think of in that typical captain presence," Perfetti 
observed. "When he talks, it means something. He really exemplifies 
that. For the most part, he's lighthearted, joking around and having a 
good time, but when something needs to be said, everybody listens to 
him. He has that presence in the room." 

'Extra chip on my shoulder': Gritty Guhle leads Canada's redemption 
quest 

Kaiden Guhle is the only returning defenceman on Team Canada and the 
Canadiens prospect is eager to earn some redemption after last year's 
loss in the gold-medal game. "I've got a bit of an extra chip on my 
shoulder," Guhle said. Teammates are noticing that edge even in 
practice. Guhle is meshing well with partner Lukas Cormier, who has 
more of an offensive mindset. 
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Guhle and Perfetti both describe themselves as quiet, lead-by-example 
types. Neighbours, however, brings a different type of leadership to the 
group.  

"I'm a guy who keeps things pretty light, likes to fool around on the ice 
and have fun," he said. "I'm pretty vocal as well. I'm someone who's not 
afraid to use his voice around the room." 

Neighbours was named captain of the Oil Kings shortly after returning 
from the NHL this season.  

"He has that outgoing personality," noted Cameron, "vocal, good humour 
type guy. He comes in and is charismatic. The players around him, they 
kind of gravitate to him." 

"He likes to talk," Guhle said. "He's a loud guy, an energetic guy. His play 
kind of shows it too. He's in your face. He's hard to play against and he's 
skilled." 

Team Canada switched up three of their four forward lines at practice. 
Oilers prospect Xavier Bourgault replaced Dylan Guenther as the top-line 
right winger skating alongside Perfetti and Shane Wright.  

Why is Bourgault a good fit on that line?  

"His overall hockey sense," said Cameron. "His smarts. We need a mix in 
there, too, of a 200-foot game." 

Bourgault has 22 goals in 24 games in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League this season. No player on Team Canada has scored more goals 
for their club team.  

"He's almost a goal a game, which is ridiculous," said Perfetti. "He's fast 
and smart. Me and Shane are pass-first guys and he's got that goal-
scoring touch. It can be really dangerous if we're able to find him in the 
right spots. I think he's going to put a lot of pucks in the net. It's an 
exciting line and having four, five days now with Shaner, we're starting to 
build a little chemistry and learn each other's tendencies. It's coming 
along nice." 

Guenther skated alongside Elliot Desnoyers and Will Cuylle on the fourth 
line. In his first practice on a regular line, Kent Johnson skated with 
Mason McTavish and Mavrik Bourque.  

Connor Bedard and Logan Stankoven were the extra forwards.   

Mavrik Bourque and Xavier Bourgault play together in Shawinigan where 
they have struck up a close friendship. Team Canada is looking to take 
advantage of that chemistry by playing the pair together at the World 
Juniors. Toronto native Will Cuylle, the third member of the line, may 
need to learn a little French to keep up. 

The only line that didn't change was the group featuring Brandon's Ridly 
Greig between Neighbours and Vancouver's Justin Sourdif.    

"We're gearing them up to be our hard-to-play-against line," said 
Cameron. "A line that's going to make you battle for every inch on the 
ice, have some energy, can be physical and certainly no slouch in the 
offensive zone." 

"They bring that element of skill and sandpaper," said Perfetti. "I know 
that they're not a lot of fun to play against and a couple of them are kind 
of so-called rats out there. It makes it even more annoying for other 
teams when they can put the puck in the back of the net as well." 

Of the three Western Hockey Leaguers, who is the most annoying to play 
against?  

"I want to say Jake, because, Jake, man, when you get him in the corner 
he can knock you down pretty easily," said Sourdif. 

"I guess it depends what annoys you the most," said Neighbours with a 
smile. "If you don't like a stick guy, you probably go with Rids. I'm 
probably the most physical and will be throwing my weight around a lot. 
Swords has got that speed and tenacity." 

What does Greig do well with his stick?  

"It's always in and around your hands, back of your legs, things like that," 
said Neighbours. "He's good at using it in the right way too. Stripping 

pucks, he's one of the zest I've ever played against at doing that. So, his 
stick's a big part of his game and it can be quite annoying." 

Team Canada's 'edgy' shutdown line is 'fast, big, heavy and mean' 

Team Canada's shutdown line features Brandon's Ridly Greig between 
Edmonton's Jake Neighbours and Vancouver's Justin Sourdif. "They're 
fast. They're big. They're heavy. They're mean," said Everett 
defenceman Ronan Seeley. "It's everything you don't want to be up 
against as a d-man." Neighbours says the three players are close off the 
ice, which should help the chemistry. 

At 6-foot-5, 214 pounds Owen Power is Team Canada's tallest and 
heaviest skater. The first-overall pick in July's NHL draft is a big presence 
on the ice, but the Michigan Wolverines defenceman doesn't always 
throw his weight around.  

"He can play physical," said Michigan coach Mel Pearson. "I've seen it in 
practice. I'm probably the main [reason] he doesn't play more physical. 
Because of the way the refereeing is and because of his size, it's easy for 
him to get penalties, so I just tell Owen to back off and just get his stick 
on the puck and strip guys. He's learned to play more physical, but he's 
got such a great reach, is great on gaps and closes well because of his 
skating." 

Power has taken seven penalties in 44 career NCAA games. Instead of 
putting players through the boards, the Mississauga, Ont., native has 
focused on putting more pucks in the net.  

"He watches guys like Adam Fox and some of the best d-men in the 
league and he's really putting that stuff to use," said Johnson. "His 
deception's gotten a lot better on the blueline." 

Power and Johnson are tied for the Michigan team lead with 23 points. 
Power only produced 16 points all last season.  

"He's very patient," said Pearson. "He has the poise and patience. 
There's not a situation I've seen him in where he panics. It's just the way 
he is. I think playing in the [senior] World Championship for Canada last 
spring really helped him with just understanding the game and he's 
brought that here to his game." 

Power's decision to stay in school over joining Sabres a huge boost for 
Team Canada 

It's not often the first overall pick doesn't jump straight to the NHL. Erik 
Johnson opted to spend a season in school after being the top pick in 
2006. This year, Michigan defenceman Owen Power decided to stay in 
school instead of jumping to the Sabres and, as Mark Masters reports, 
that decision is a huge boost for Canada's World Junior team. 
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USA TODAY / NHL players won't play in Beijing Olympics as COVID-19 
cases, game postponements surge 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The NHL had said it would do everything possible to keep its pledge that 
players could return to the Olympics. 

But with COVID cases surging and games being postponed, the league 
and players association accepted the inevitable and are opting out, 
according to a person with knowledge of the situation who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because an official announcement hasn't been 
made. 

An announcement will be made on Wednesday. 
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When the NHL reached the agreement on the 2022 Winter Games, it 
said it would depend on whether the COVID-19 situation would create so 
many postponements that the league would need to use the Feb. 7-22 
Olympic break in order to reschedule games. 

That happened in recent weeks as COVID-19 cases soared. On Sunday, 
the league postponed all cross-border games through the Christmas 
break (Dec. 24-26). On Monday, it decided to start its Christmas break 
two days early. There have been 50 game postponed, including some 
earlier in the season, and 48 left to reschedule. According to ESPN, more 
than 15% of the NHL's players were in COVID-19 protocols as of Monday 
night. 

The league will use the previous Olympic time to reschedule games, 
though a short break could be built in for players. 

NHL players went to five Olympics from 1998 to 2014 but didn't go in 
2018 to Pyeongchang, South Korea. Owners aren't fond of the Olympic 
break, believing it robs momentum from the regular season. But players 
enjoy suiting up for their country, so Olympic participation in 2022 and 
2026 was granted in the collective-bargaining agreement. 

The league had until Jan. 10 to pull out without financial ramifications. 
Making the decision early gives countries' hockey federations more time 
to find alternate players. 

The 2018 USA team was made up of minor leaguers, college players and 
Americans playing in overseas leagues. 

Russia won gold in 2018 using players from the country's Kontinental 
Hockey League. The U.S. did not medal. 
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