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Carolina Hurricanes goalie enters COVID-19 protocol

By Chip Alexander 

Add goaltender Frederik Andersen to the Carolina 
Hurricanes players on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

The Canes said Wednesday that Andersen, whose 16 wins 
this season rank second in the NHL, had entered the 
protocol and would go into quarantine. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday that nearly 
every day in the NHL had become a “hold-your-breath” kind 
of situation as the players go through daily COVID testing 
and await results. “It’s everywhere,” he said. 

With Andersen entering quarantine, he will not be available 
for the Canes’ two home games next week after the 
Christmas and holiday break -- against Florida and Montreal. 

The Canes will have several players set to return from 
COVID protocol after the break: Forwards Sebastian Aho, 
Seth Jarvis, Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov, Steven 
Lorentz and defenseman Ian Cole. Defenseman Brendan 
Smith entered the protocol Monday, now followed by 
Andersen. 

Canes goalie coach Paul Schonfelder also is in quarantine 
after a positive COVID-19 test. 

Andersen has played 21 games in his first season with the 
Canes and was named the third star of the month for 
October after posting a 7-0-0 record. His 1.93 goals-against 
average is tied for the best in the league with Pittsburgh’s 
Tristan Jarry for goalies who have played more than 10 
games. 

Andersen, 32, has a 16-5-0 record and .930 save 
percentage, with one shutout. He also has three assists, tops 
among all goaltenders. 

Andersen, in a media interview Monday, was asked about 
the COVID situation. He said he had been focusing on his 
job and helping the team win and would not “waste energy 
and focus on all those uncontrollable circumstances that 
seem to pop us around us.”
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NSJ 2021 Pro Team of the Year: Hurricanes fall short of ultimate goal, still remain NC’s gold 
standard 

While the Panthers and Hornets try to return to the 
postseason, Carolina’s hockey team has become one of the 
NHL’s elite 

By Cory Lavalette 

It’s not even worth asking coach Rod Brind’Amour if he is 
satisfied that North State Journal named his team, the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the 2021 Pro Team of the Year. His 
answer would be a resounding no. 

And that’s not because he’s unhappy with what his team 
accomplished in the last calendar year. The Hurricanes 
finished third in the NHL in points last season and are atop 
the NHL standings heading into Christmas. 

In 85 total games so far in 2021, they are a combined 57-19-
9 — a 121-point pace for an 82-game campaign that only 
two teams in league history have accomplished in a season. 

None of that, however, matters to Brind’Amour. 

The coach, who has paired with a collaborative front office to 
save a franchise on the brink of irrelevance, has one goal. 

“It’s an all-or-nothing type thing, and I think we all we all 
appreciate that,” Brind’Amour said in January at the start of 
last season. 

So while Carolina came up with a big “nothing” last season, 
losing in five games to eventual champion Tampa Bay in the 
second round of the postseason, the team came back with 
renewed resolve — and a lot of new faces. 

The Hurricanes made the biggest move of the NHL 
offseason by executing an offer sheet for Montreal center 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, both nabbing a talented 21-year-old and 
twisting the knife into the Canadiens after they had 
unsuccessfully tried to do the same to Carolina in the 
summer of 2019 with an offer sheet to Sebastian Aho. 

The team also moved on from all its goalies, most notably 
trading away homegrown Calder Trophy finalist Alex 
Nedeljkovic, and hit the free agent market to sign Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

Dougie Hamilton’s asking price was also deemed too steep 
by GM Don Waddell and the front office, so Carolina kept its 
defensive core of Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei 
and rebuilt the rest. 

Forward Warren Foegele was traded for blueliner Ethan 
Bear, Ian Cole and Brendan Smith were signed to provide 

more grit and experience on the back end, and the 
Hurricanes rolled the dice on Tony DeAngelo. 

The Hurricanes also secured part of their future by inking 
Andrei Svechnikov to an eight-year extension worth a 
franchise-record $62 million. 

All of it done with one goal in mind — winning a Stanley Cup. 

“If you’re not playing to win Stanley Cups. I’m not really sure 
why you’re playing,” Cole, a two-time champion in Pittsburgh, 
said before the season. “So that is the end goal, bar none. 
That’s it. Hard stop.” 

And nothing has been able to stop the Hurricanes so far this 
season. 

Carolina began the season with nine wins, led by Andersen’s 
perfect October. The Hurricanes have since faced their 
biggest adversary: wave after wave of positive COVID-19 
tests. 

It started with Bear, who was stuck in San Jose to quarantine 
for 10 days after being put in the league’s protocol on Nov. 
22. Then Pesce and DeAngelo joined him a week later, 
leaving Carolina without all three of its regular right-handed 
defenseman. 

Bear returned only to see Aho and star rookie Seth Jarvis 
test positive in Vancouver. The team was forced to leave 
them behind so it could finish its road trip in Minnesota with 
both Pesce and DeAngelo finally able to rejoin the lineup. 
That’s when four more players — Cole, Svechnikov, Jordan 
Staal and Steven Lorentz — also entered the protocol, 
postponing that night’s game. 

While the front office was working to get all six players back 
to Raleigh for Christmas so they could quarantine in their 
homes, the team played on. 

The Hurricanes beat the Red Wings 5-3 on Dec. 16 despite 
playing with just 16 skaters — two fewer than normal. Two 
nights later, Carolina coasted to a 5-1 win over the Kings 
with five AHL call-ups in the lineup. 

It was another challenge the Hurricanes met head-on and 
overcame. 

“Have we accomplished what we want to do yet? No,” 
Brind’Amour said Monday. “We want to be that last team 
standing. Until that happens, we’re not gonna rest.” 
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And if his team does reach the pinnacle, you can bet 
Brind’Amour will scream from the highest mountain how 
satisfied he is.

 

 

Writers Roundtable: The Second Month 

The team's two editorial contributors put their heads together 
to discuss the happenings of the previous month of play 

By Scott Burnside and Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Last week we surpassed the two-month 
mark of the Carolina Hurricanes' 2021-22 season. As each 
day passes we feel further and further away from the team's 
6-3 opening night victory over the New York Islanders. A lot 
has changed within the last seven days, let alone the last two 
months. So, as we've reached holiday break, we take a 
moment to look back on on the team's second month of the 
season. 

Scott Burnside: Walt, if there is a theme for the second 
month of this season, not just for Carolina but the entire 
league, it's 'we're not done yet'. And by that I mean we're not 
clear of COVID-19. The past week has been awful, with the 
league's total protocol list going from about 30 to now well 
over 100 in just a matter of days. In the world of silver linings 
the absence of those players opened up opportunities for 
younger players from Chicago to come up to the big club and 
show their wares. Who of the newcomers has impressed 
you? 

Walt Ruff: Well, how do we not start with Jack Drury? Let me 
be clear, all were impressive. To have five players come up 
from the American Hockey League at once is completely 
unprecedented. As I've mentioned before, in a situation like 
that, you just want to get by. That was even truer for the 
Canes, who needed the first three just to be able to meet the 
criteria to even play a game. On Drury, two goals in two 
games as a 21-year-old making his debut is stunning. These 
weren't fluky markers either, the first he did an excellent job 
of getting to the open area and banging home his second 
chance, then his second was a lethally placed shot over 
Jonathan Quick. We don't know what the landscape of the 
league is going to look like by the time the Canes play a 
game next and whether he will or won't be on the roster, but 
whenever he pulls the team's sweater over his head again 
next, he's given fans plenty to be excited about going 
forward. 

Scott Burnisde: Walt, I'm an Olympic guy. I've been lucky 
enough to cover three Olympic hockey tournaments in '06, 
'10 and '14 and was so looking forward to watching the 
tournament in Beijing with the chance to see a whole 
generation of young stars who have never played in a true 
best-on-best tournament. Unfortunately, after days of looking 

like it was heading in the unfortunate direction, we got the 
news officially that players will not be heading there 
Wednesday. Carolina would likely have been one of the top 
teams in terms of Olympic participation. How important 
would it have been for players like Sebastian Aho, Nino 
Niederreiter, Teuvo Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Martin Necas, Frederik Andersen etc., etc. to 
pull on their national jerseys for a chance to compete for 
Olympic gold? 

Walt Ruff: It's so, so unfortunate, although it does avoid any 
potential nightmare scenario of not having any of the above 
listed players for five weeks. Unless another World Cup of 
Hockey comes to life, are we really going to have to wait until 
2026 to even then maybe see the NHL back at the 
Olympics? 12 years is a long time. We are legitimately going 
to see some players go their entire careers without them 
having the chance to play for their country on this stage and 
it's so sad. Heartbreaking. Especially, as you mentioned, 
given the Canes potentially large representation. It would 
mean a lot to these guys to play for their countries. As most 
of us know, players in North America grow up wanting to play 
for the Stanley Cup. Growing up overseas, it's to win 
Olympic gold for their countries. The sense of pride for 
representing their native lands and against the best players 
from around the world is unmatched. I'm still looking forward 
to watching, but we both know it just won't be the same. 

Scott Burnside: Walt, I can't believe how quickly all this has 
unfolded. We're at the brief holiday break and then we'll 
move quickly into 2022 and the Winter Classic in Minnesota 
(and who knows maybe an announcement on a potential 
outdoor game in Raleigh in 2023?), All-Star Weekend in Las 
Vegas and then the All-Star Break. But, before that I want to 
know if there's a specific highlight from you from the last 
month of action. Maybe it was during your epic western road 
trip, a particular sight, sound, memory? How do you pack for 
that kind of trip by the way? 

Walt Ruff: The experience of just being go, go, go on the 
road with the team for 12 days was eye-opening. As I've 
mentioned since returning, the equipment and training staffs 
deserve a lot more credit than they get. Packing for the trip 
was something else, but I made it. Can I confess something? 
Being so used to traveling in the minors - where we were 
only ever allowed a carry-on, so I actually successfully did 
the entire trip with just a duffle bag. Thank goodness for irons 
and good folding techniques. Finally witnessing a game at T-
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Mobile Arena was probably the highlight for me. That 
environment lived up to the hype in every way and it was a 
Tuesday night there. I know we're only a few years into their 
tenure, but having a team there has to be good for the 
league and the city. As for the team, I think the fact that 
they've remained atop the standing despite everything going 
on is a testament to the culture and the team's strength. Brett 
Pesce, one of the team's most important defenders, missed 
time in November due to both an injury and COVID-19 
Protocols. Tony DeAngelo has been one of the best 
producing defenseman in the league and then he, too, was 
pulled from the lineup. Svechnikov had been battling through 
an injury before missing a game as well. There have been a 
lot of reasons where the team just could have thrown their 
arms up and said "well, we'll get back on the horse when 
we're healthy" - but that hasn't been the case. Not that he 
needs any explanation either, but Aho has been pretty darn 
good too, huh? 

Scott Burnside: So much to like about where the Hurricanes 
are at as we head into the third month of the season, a 
month that will get us to almost exactly the mid-point of the 
season. As we sit down to pen this, the 'Canes at 21-7-1 
boast the highest points percentage of any team in the NHL 
at .741. Perhaps it is because the team just recently closed 
out its second long road trip in the span of a month, but to 
me one of the key factors in separating the contenders from 
the pretenders as the season moves along is how does a 
team play away from home? Lots of teams enjoy a bump at 
home whether it's last change, fan support, players in their 
comfort zone being at home, but home ice advantage is a 
real thing. Or it should be. But the real deal teams don't 
notice a huge drop-off in productivity or success when they 
pack up and hit the road. And the Hurricanes are the top 
road team in the NHL two months in with a gaudy 12-4-1 
record away from PNC Arena. Walt, you've been with the 
team on the road what comes to mind for you on why the 
Canes are so successful on the road? 

Walt Ruff: Rod Brind'Amour has been asked this a few times 
lately, and each time his answers remains consistent. His 
answer is just that. Consistency. Some coaches will say that 
on the road you try and manage shorter shifts, getting pucks 
behind the defense, etc., etc. Instead, the team's head coach 
has said that he doesn't want anything about the team's 
game plan to change just because they're at PNC Arena or 
not. Each time they touch the ice they've been playing the 
same way and that's probably the factor in that. 

Scott Burnside: So, what else has jumped out for you over 
this second month, Walt? I know people were a bit on edge 
when the 'Canes went a little sideways losing five of six 
leading into early December. Yet what strikes me is just how 
good this team has been defensively. Even during that slide 
they allowed only 15 goals in the five losses. The Hurricanes 
are tops in the NHL in goals allowed per game at a paltry 
2.13 goals allowed per game and, not surprisingly perhaps, 
lead the league in fewest shots allowed per game at 27.1. 
Kind of a yin and yang thing, no? Keep the puck from the 

opponent, don't allow too many shots, get solid goaltending 
and you pile up the wins. In short, this is a team that doesn't 
necessarily need to play firewagon hockey to win games and 
that's been critical during a period when the offense wasn't 
as dynamic as it was earlier in the season. Thoughts? 

Walt Ruff: I agree to your point about the defense, Scott. 
That's remained incredibly strong throughout. What's stood 
out to me is that we're now in the ballpark of 30 games 
played and the team hasn't put up one absolute stinker of a 
performance yet. I would think by this point in the season 
most teams have. I touched on a bit in my November 
Performance Review, but the team's losses all had 
reasoning's to them, and understandable ones at that. In the 
team's seven regulation defeats, Carter Hart, Braden Holtby, 
Philipp Grubauer and Anton Forsberg have all put on 
performances of 35-saves or more. Sometimes goalies are 
just going to have their nights and we all know that. Penalty 
troubles landed them on the wrong end of things in both 
Florida and then against Washington, but that's a correctable 
area of the game. There hasn't been a single game this 
season where everybody on the team has been flat out bad 
and I think that's really impressive. 

Scott Burnside: Okay, last one from me Walt, what are you 
most looking forward to in the coming month? Me? I never 
get tired of the outdoor games so I'm looking forward to a 
frosty Winter Classic in Minnesota with the surprising Wild 
and their Central Division foes the St. Louis Blues at Target 
Field. As for the Hurricanes I'm looking forward to seeing 
how Andrei Svechnikov continues to work through what has 
been a dry spell in terms of goal-scoring. Even though he's 
gone through a stretch that has seen him score just twice in 
20 games Svechnikov continues to hold down second in 
team scoring with 21 points and is also second behind Aho 
with shots on goal with 82. That, to me, is the key. Given his 
skill set at some point you have to believe Svechnikov will 
get rewarded as he continues to get quality looks. But it must 
be a grind for the young star. The team's balanced scoring is 
one of its strengths and as the season moves having one of 
your most skilled players humming along is also going to 
enhance the chances of a long playoff run. What about you 
Walt? 

Walt Ruff: Well, I'm hopeful that the next month hopefully 
brings the entire league fewer positive COVID-19 tests. 
When things get going again for the Canes, I, too, am eager 
to see how "Svech" breaks out of his rough patch. It's not if, 
it's a when. He and Jordan Staal both, actually. They're 
going to come. Both have expressed outwardly their 
frustrations. Beyond that though, I'm just looking forward to 
seeing everybody back on the ice healthy. Do you know 
when the last time this team had a fully healthy roster was? 
Saturday, November 20. Almost a full month ago. Do you 
know how long they were healthy for? Two games. That was 
since Brett Pesce had returned from his injury and before 
Bear hit the COVID-19 Protocol. I know injuries happen to 
every team but the Canes are starting to rack up the "man 
games lost to injury".
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Super 16: Hurricanes remain No. 1; Maple Leafs climb power rankings 

Rangers, Golden Knights also move up entering holiday 
break 

By Dan Rosen 

The Carolina Hurricanes remain atop the NHL.com Super 16 
power rankings ahead of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs jumped two spots to No. 3. The 
New York Rangers also climbed up two spots to No. 6, and 
the Vegas Golden Knights moved up three spots to No. 9. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point.  

The NHL postponed 32 games this week because of COVID-
19 concerns and is on its annual holiday break with no 
games scheduled until Monday. To celebrate the holidays, 
this week's Super 16 is all about what each team likely has 
atop its wish list.   

Here is the Super 16: 
1. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-1) 

Total points: 217 

Last week: No. 1 

What do you get the team that has everything? The 
Hurricanes lead the NHL in wins (21), points percentage 
(.741), goals against per game (2.14), shots against per 
game (27.1) and goal differential (plus-33). Maybe they want 
one more point so they can be tied with the Lightning for the 
most in the NHL. 

2. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (20-6-4) 

Total points: 211 

Last week: No. 2 

The Lightning want forwards Nikita Kucherov and Brayden 
Point to get healthy and back on the ice. Kucherov has 
missed 27 games because of a lower-body injury that 
required surgery on Oct. 26. He was expected to be out 8-10 
weeks. Point sustained an upper-body injury on Nov. 20 and 
has missed 14 games. He was expected to be out 4-6 
weeks. 

3. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (20-8-2) 

Total points: 184 

Last week: No. 5 

The Maple Leafs want the golden ticket that can get them out 
of the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the first time 
since 2004. For now, they should settle for continued 
excellence from goalie Jack Campbell, who is 15-5-2 with 
three shutouts, a 1.94 goals-against average and .937 save 
percentage. 

4. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (18-6-7) 

Total points: 182 

Last week: No. 4 

The Capitals want center Nicklas Backstrom in the lineup. 
The center missed the first 28 games of the season 
rehabbing a hip injury. He made his season debut Dec. 15 
and had an assist in a 5-4 overtime loss to the Chicago 
Blackhawks but was then placed into NHL COVID-19 
protocol and has missed two more games. 

5. FLORIDA PANTHERS (18-7-4) 

Total points: 156 

Last week: No. 3 

The Panthers want center Aleksander Barkov to get healthy. 
The Selke Trophy winner from last season voted the best 
defensive forward in the NHL has missed 12 of 13 games 
with separate lower-body injuries. Florida is 7-5-0 without 
Barkov. 

6. NEW YORK RANGERS (19-7-4) 

Total points: 141 

Last week: No. 8 

The Rangers want goalie Igor Shesterkin and forward Artemi 
Panarin to return from injury. It looks like New York will get 
its wish when it hosts the Detroit Red Wings on Dec. 27 
because Shesterkin has come off injured reserve and is 
expected to play for the first time since Dec. 3. Panarin 
practiced Monday and Tuesday after missing a 3-2 shootout 
loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on Friday. 

7. COLORADO AVALANCHE (17-8-2) 

Total points: 138 

Last week: No. 7 
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The Avalanche want Nathan MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog, 
Mikko Rantanen, Nazem Kadri and Cale Makar in the lineup 
at the same time. They have had their top four forwards 
(MacKinnon, Landeskog, Rantanen, Kadri) and best 
defensemen (Makar) in the lineup together for six of 27 
games. Landeskog is out with a lower-body injury. Makar 
also missed Colorado's last game, a 5-2 loss to the Nashville 
Predators on Dec. 16, because he was in NHL COVID-19 
protocol. 

8. MINNESOTA WILD (19-9-2) 

Total points: 130 

Last week: No. 6 

The Wild want to stay healthy so they all can enjoy playing 
the St. Louis Blues in the 2022 Discover NHL Winter Classic 
at Target Field in Minneapolis on Jan. 1. 

9. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (20-12-0) 

Total points: 104 

Last week: No. 12 

The Golden Knights want to see Jack Eichel in the lineup. 
The center, acquired in a trade with the Buffalo Sabres on 
Nov. 4, is rehabbing from artificial disk replacement surgery 
and could be ready to play in February. Vegas also wants 
some staying power. It has won five in a row to move into a 
first-place tie in the Pacific Division with the Anaheim Ducks.  

10. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (17-8-5) 

Total points: 103 

Last week: No. 10 

The Penguins want to keep winning. They have won seven 
games in a row to move into fourth place in the Metropolitan 
Division and create a 10-point separation between them and 
the fifth-place Columbus Blue Jackets. They also want 
Evgeni Malkin to make his season debut soon. The center 
has been recovering from offseason knee surgery.  

11. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (19-10-1) 

Total points: 95 

Last week: No. 13  

The Predators, who have won seven games in a row, want 
certainty about Filip Forsberg's future. The 27-year-old 
forward has scored 13 goals in 21 games and can become 
an unrestricted free agent at the end of this season. Will he 
re-sign with the Predators before the 2022 NHL Trade 
Deadline? What happens if he doesn't? 

12. CALGARY FLAMES (15-7-6) 

Total points: 66 

Last week: No. 11 

The Flames want to win a game, something they haven't 
done since Dec. 3. They haven't played since Dec. 11 
because of a COVID-19 shutdown that caused six of their 
games to be postponed. They're scheduled to host the 
Edmonton Oilers on Monday. 

13. ST. LOUIS BLUES (17-9-5) 

Total points: 64 

Last week: No. 9 

Similar to the Wild, the Blues want to stay healthy so they 
can get to Minnesota with as close to a full lineup as possible 
for the Winter Classic. They play at home against the New 
Jersey Devils and Edmonton Oilers before New Year's Day. 

14. ANAHEIM DUCKS (17-9-6) 

Total points: 57 

Last week: No. 14 

The Ducks want more from a healthy Max Comtois, the 
forward who led them with 33 points (16 goals, 17 assists) in 
55 games last season. He has one assist in 14 games this 
season. Comtois missed 16 games with a hand injury before 
returning for Anaheim's last game before the break. He was 
minus-2 with one shot on goal in a 6-5 overtime loss to the 
Arizona Coyotes.  

15. EDMONTON OILERS (18-11-0) 

Total points: 34 

Last week: No. 15 

The Oilers want to build on their last two games before the 
break, when they got nine goals and 11 assists from players 
not named Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, the top two 
scorers in the NHL. Edmonton ended a six-game losing 
streak with a 5-2 win against the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Dec. 16 and followed it up two nights later with a 5-3 win 
against the Seattle Kraken. Depth scoring is a key. 

16. BOSTON BRUINS (14-10-2) 

Total points: 10 

Last week: No. 16 

The Bruins want Tuukka Rask. They need an experienced 
goalie who will help them in a push to make the playoffs. 
Jeremy Swayman (7-5-2, 2.29 GAA, .917 save percentage) 
and Linus Ullmark (7-5-0, 2.52 GAA, .922 save percentage) 
have been fine, but neither has played an NHL playoff game. 
Rask, an unrestricted free agent who has played 104 playoff 
games, has been working out with the Bruins while 
rehabbing from offseason hip surgery. Boston president Cam 
Neely said Wednesday the Bruins have yet to discuss a 
contract with Rask, who has said he will only sign with them.  

Other receiving points: Dallas Stars 7, Vancouver Canucks 
3, Winnipeg Jets 2 

Dropped out: none 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. New York Rangers; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Pittsburgh 
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Penguins; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 
16. Edmonton Oilers 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Minnesota Wild; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 
11. New York Rangers; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Boston 
Bruins 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Washington Capitals; 
6. Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Boston 
Bruins 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. Florida 
Panthers; 11. Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Calgary Flames; 
13. St. Louis Blues; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Edmonton 
Oilers; 16. Boston Bruins 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. Washington Capitals; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. New 
York Rangers; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Boston 
Bruins 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Florida Panthers; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Boston Bruins 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Florida 

Panthers; 6. Minnesota Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. 
Nashville Predators; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Anaheim 
Ducks; 11. Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 
13. St. Louis Blues; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Edmonton 
Oilers; 16. Winnipeg Jets 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. New York 
Rangers; 6. Florida Panthers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Anaheim Ducks; 
11. Nashville Predators; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Colorado 
Avalanche; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Nashville Predators; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Colorado 
Avalanche; 6. Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. 
Minnesota Wild; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. New York 
Rangers; 11. Anaheim Ducks; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. 
Calgary Flames; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 
16. Vancouver Canucks 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Toronto Maple Leafs; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Florida 
Panthers; 6. New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Nashville 
Predators; 11. Colorado Avalanche; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. 
Edmonton Oilers; 14. St. Louis Blues; 15. Calgary Flames; 
16. Vancouver Canucks 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Washington Capitals; 
6. Florida Panthers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Boston Bruins 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. 
Washington Capitals; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 6. New York Rangers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. 
Colorado Avalanche; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Calgary Flames; 
11. Vegas Golden Knights; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Anaheim 
Ducks; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Boston Bruins
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THN Power Rankings: Where Teams Stand Heading Into Christmas Break 

With the NHL pausing all activity until after the Christmas 
break, it’s a good time to take stock of teams as they head 
into the new year. Jason Chen has a breakdown of all 32 
clubs. 

By Jason Chen 

With the NHL pausing all activity until after the Christmas 
break, it’s a good time to take stock of teams as they head 
into the new year. There isn’t much movement in the power 
rankings this week because so few games have been 
played, and even then, it’s been difficult to gauge certain 
teams because they’ve either played with multiple minor-
league players or less than the usual 18 skaters.  

(All fancy stats are 5-on-5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com) 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (20-6-4, +18 goal differential. CF%: 
17th, xGF%: 7th. Last Week: 1) 

The Lightning retain the top spot after winning both of their 
games, including a 4-3 win on the road in Vegas in what 
could be a preview of the Finals. Taylor Raddysh and 
Mathieu Joseph have provided quality depth over the past 
two weeks. 

2, Toronto Maple Leafs (20-8-2, +22. CF%: 7th, xGF%: 3rd. 
Last Week: 2) 

No games were played :( 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-1, +33. CF%: 2nd, xGF%: 5th. 
Last Week: 8) 

A slight dip in late November has been followed up with only 
two losses so far in December, and both of them were with 
Antti Raanta in net. The competition wasn’t hard (Detroit and 
L.A.), but finding their scoring touch with 10 goals in total 
was a positive sign. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (20-12-0, +16. CF%: 11th, xGF%: 
11th. Last Week: 4) 

They barely made it out of the tri-state with two shootout 
wins, and then lost to Tampa at home. The result might’ve 
been the same with Robin Lehner in net, whose .905 Sv% 
ranks 16th out of 17 goalies with at least 10 wins. 

5. New York Rangers (19-7-4, +9. CF%: 31st, xGF%: 27th. 
Last Week: 6) 

The good news is Igor Shesterkin is back, which gives the 
Rangers a big boost even though he hasn’t played a minute 
since returning from injury. Shesterkin can extend his 
winning streak to six games and the Rangers keep defying 
the analytics, tied-third in points percentage. 

6. Colorado Avalanche (17-8-2, +24. CF%: 6th, xGF%: 9th. 
Last Week: 3) 

They played one game, and it was a 5-2 loss to Nashville in 
Pavel Francouz’s season debut, and his first appearance 
since August 2020. We’ll give the benefit of some doubt to 
the Avs, but it also shows how much they rely on their 
offense to win games. 

7. Florida Panthers (18-7-4, +17. CF%: 1st, xGF%: 2nd. Last 
Week: 7) 

I’ll refrain from a lot of judgement after losing 4-1 to the Kings 
following an 8-2 loss to the Sens since the Panthers were 
missing several key players. Key question: Can Sergei 
Bobrovsky lead this team to the promised land? 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins (17-8-5, +15. CF%: 5th, xGF%: 4th. 
Last Week: 9) 

The Pens have really taken advantage of a soft schedule 
and Tristan Jarry has a .932 Sv% through 24 starts. It looks 
like they made the right decision in goal once again, 
accounting for five of the Pens’ seven straight wins. 

9. Washington Capitals (18-6-7, +27. CF%: 10th, xGF%: 8th. 
Last Week: 10) 

It wasn’t a good stretch but they were missing three of their 
top-six in Evgeny Kuznetsov, Nicklas Backstrom and Tom 
Wilson. They lost two of their three games but both were by 
one-goal margins. 

10. Minnesota Wild (19-9-2, +20. CF%: 16th, xGF%: 12th. 
Last Week: 5) 

I’m not sure what’s worse – losing to Buffalo or allowing 
seven goals against the Stars. Either way, the Wild have lost 
four in a row after winning eight in a row. Will the real Wild 
please stand up? 

11. Nashville Predators (19-10-1, +10. CF%: 14th, xGF%: 
10th. Last Week: 12) 

Not only did Juuse Saros play both back-to-back games, he 
also won both. He’s been the best goalie in the league over 
the past two weeks and seems poised to take over Pekka 
Rinne’s mantle. 

12. Anaheim Ducks (17-9-6, +14. CF%: 18th, xGF%: 18th. 
Last Week: 11) 

Does Anthony Stolarz push for more starts the rest of the 
way after John Gibson lost 6-5 in overtime to Arizona? The 
only thing that has stayed consistent with the Ducks this 
season has been Troy Terry’s scoring and Trevor Zegras 
making a highlight-reel dangle at least once per game. 
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13. St. Louis Blues (17-9-5, +21. CF%: 24th, xGF%: 24th. 
Last Week: 13) 

There’s a part of me that wants Charlie Lindgren to remain 
unbeaten so he will always have one more win than games 
started. He’s at least forced his way into more starts after 
Jordan Binnington lost his first start since returning from 
injury. 

14. Edmonton Oilers (18-11-0, +11. CF%: 13th, xGF%: 14th. 
Last Week: 17) 

The Oilers snapped their six-game losing streak to get a little 
positive momentum going into the holiday break, where 
hopefully they get a healthy Mike Smith as a present. I’m not 
sure how much more of the Mikko Koskinen-Stuart Skinner 
tandem Dave Tippett can handle before his head explodes. 

15. Boston Bruins (14-10-2, +2. CF%: 4th, xGF%: 1st. Last 
Week: 14) 

The Bruins are barely watchable without the Perfection Line, 
they can’t win more than three games in a row and Tuukka 
Rask is being talked about like he’s their final solution. The 
stats say this team should be pretty good, but they’re simply 
just above average. 

16. Calgary Flames (15-7-6, +25. CF%: 3rd, xGF%: 6th. Last 
Week: 16) 

No games were played :( 

17. Vancouver Canucks (14-15-2, -9. CF%: 15th, xGF%: 
20th. Last Week: 18) 

Six in a row! Bruce, there it is! 

18. Dallas Stars (15-12-2, -3. CF%: 19th, xGF%: 19th. Last 
Week: 15) 

Of course, the Stars went 2-for-2 in their home games over 
the past week. They’re two completely different teams at 
home and on the road, which basically means they’re going 
to have a lot of trouble breakout of the mid-teen’s purgatory 
of the power rankings all season. 

19. Los Angeles Kings (14-11-5, +1. CF%: 9th, xGF%: 15th. 
Last Week: 19) 

That was an impressive four-game road trip against four of 
the best teams in the East, going 2-1-1 before the pause. 

20. Winnipeg Jets (14-11-5, +3. CF%: 8th, xGF%: 13th. Last 
Week: 21) 

Time will tell if Paul Maurice stepping aside was the right 
move. The Jets are 1-1-0 under Dave Lowry with big tests 
against Minnesota, Calgary, Vegas and Colorado coming up. 

21. Detroit Red Wings (15-13-3, -16. CF%: 29th, xGF%: 
21st. Last Week: 20) 

Dylan Larkin’s first career hat trick propelled them to just 
their second win in five games, but on the bright side, Lucas 
Raymond and Moritz Seider are tied-second for scoring in 
December. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets (14-13-1, -4. CF%: 22nd, xGF%: 
25th. Last Week: 22) 

Elvis Merzlikins has lost four of his past five starts, taking 
away one of the Jackets’ biggest advantages earlier in the 
season. They have won only one game in regulation in 
December. 

23. Philadelphia Flyers (12-12-5, -18. CF%: 25th, xGF%: 
31st. Last Week: 26) 

Seen as just a caretaker for the club, the Flyers are 4-2-1 
under Mike Yeo and they’ve really found their scoring touch 
as well. If he keeps this up, he might be the bench boss 
beyond this current season. 

24. Seattle Kraken (10-17-3, -24. CF%: 20th, xGF%: 23rd. 
Last Week: 23) 

Serious question: is the Philipp Grubauer and Chris Driedger 
tandem the most disappointing of all time relative to 
expectations? The Kraken’s .876 save percentage is the 
worst in the league, and by a significant margin, too; no other 
team is below .888. 

25. San Jose Sharks (15-14-1, -7. CF%: 27th, xGF%: 16th. 
Last Week: 24) 

To be fair, James Reimer was at fault for only one of their 
past five losses. Scoring has become a problem for the 
Sharks, who have scored three or more goals just twice in 
December. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks (11-15-4, -25. CF%: 26th, xGF%: 
30th. Last Week: 27) 

It’s been a tough schedule, so getting three points out of the 
Caps and Preds, and then the Stars no the road, is a decent 
result. It’s definitely not enough to turn their season around, 
however. 

27. New York Islanders (8-12-6, -20. CF%: 30th, xGF%: 
22nd. Last Week: 28) 

At least they’re winning games? If this is the start of the Isles’ 
turnaround, then they’ve got a pretty easy path coming up 
with games against Buffalo (twice), Detroit and Seattle 
coming up. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (10-15-5, -22. CF%: 23rd, xGF%: 26th. 
Last Week: 30) 

It was an impressive back-to-back effort to earn three points, 
defeating Minnesota in a shootout and then losing in 
overtime to Pittsburgh, both on the road. It took three months 
to get here, but Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen and Malcolm 
Subban actually looks like legit tandem. 

29. Ottawa Senators (9-17-2, -22. CF%: 32nd, xGF%: 29th. 
Last Week: 25) 

Good news: Anton Forsberg is playing well. Bad news: Your 
starter is Anton Forsberg. 

30. Arizona Coyotes (6-21-2, -53. CF%: 28th, xGF%: 32nd. 
Last Week: 31) 

An overtime win against the Ducks and John Gibson was a 
nice break from an otherwise ordinary tank job by the 
Coyotes. 

31. Montréal Canadiens (7-21-3, -42. CF%: 21st, xGF%: 
28th. Last Week: 32) 
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Jake Allen’s league-high 15 losses this season is now only 
one shy of matching his total wins with the Habs. 

32. New Jersey Devils (10-15-5, -23. CF%: 12th, xGF%: 
17th. Last Week: 29) 

That’s now six losses in a row shared by three different 
goalies. The Devils have not beaten anyone other than 
Philadelphia since Nov. 20.

 

 

 

Chicago Wolves stay red hot, earn franchise record 12th consecutive win 

Despite playing with a depleted roster thanks to NHL call-
ups, the Wolves still dominated the competition.  

By Sarah.A 

By The Numbers 

Record: 20-4-1-1 (42 points; 1st in Central Division; 3rd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.46 

Goals Against/Game: 2.27 

Shots/Game: 34.69 

Shots Against/Game: 26.35 

Power Play % (Rank): 17.6% (20th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 80.0% (20th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (34) 

Most Goals: Andrew Poturalski (12) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (22) 

Next Game: Friday, December 31 at Rockford 

(stats as of December 21, 2021)  

When COVID strikes, it’s not just the NHL team that’s 
impacted. Since Dec. 11, the Chicago Wolves have signed 
two players to PTO agreements and recalled three players 
from various ECHL squads. This is in order to fill roster holes 
created by the call-ups of Jack Drury, Josh Leivo, Andrew 
Poturalski, C.J. Smith and Stefan Noesen, as well as 
accounting for the injury to previously called-up defenseman 
Jalen Chatfield.  

Much like when looking at an NHL team with a depleted 
roster, fans would likely have been understanding if the 
Wolves stumbled this past week. After all, this is a roster 
missing essentially their top six forwards and filled instead 
with depth players, journeymen, frequent healthy scratches, 
and ECHL call-ups. 

Instead, the Wolves put together three gutsy performances 
to extend their winning streak to a league-leading 12 games. 
This winning streak ties a franchise record, set previously by 
the 1999-2000 Wolves team which won the International 
Hockey League’s Turner Cup.  

Game 24: Wolves 4, Moose 3 

The Wolves and Moose traded goals in this one, with 
Manitoba striking first. Manitoba had the edge in this game 
and in fact are the first team to outshoot the Wolves since 
November 6, ending a 16-game streak. That game also 
featured Manitoba as the opponent, with a 30-23 shot count 
in favor of the Moose.  

While the Wolves never let the game get out of hand, they 
also never had a lead in this one. David Cotton’s power play 
goal in the third period stood as the tying tally and as the 
clock ticked down, it looked certain that the game would 
head to overtime. 

Josh Leivo had a different idea.  

Leivo collected a puck through the neutral zone from 
Jamieson Rees in the final seconds of the game. On a 
fantastic individual effort, Leivo carried the puck in, evaded 
the Moose defenders, and put the puck behind goaltender 
Mikhail Berdin with 1.1 seconds left on the clock.  

The Wolves played this game without Andrew Poturalski, 
Stefan Noesen, and Jack Drury, all of whom had been 
recalled to the Hurricanes that day.  

Scoring: Josh Leivo, 1 G, 2 A; Maxim Letunov, 1 G, 1 A; 
Artyom Serikov, 1 G; David Cotton, 1 G; Jamieson Rees, 2 
A; Josh Jacobs, 1 A; C.J. Smith, 1 A; Joey Keane, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 33 of 36, 0.917 Sv%  

Game 25: Wolves 1, Admirals 0 (OT) 

Having gotten in their requisite high scoring game with last 
second dramatics, the Wolves decided to turn to another 
hockey game classic: the goaltender’s duel. 

For nearly 63 minutes, goaltenders Eetu Mäkiniemi and 
Connor Ingram played perfect games. Ingram in particular 
saw the bulk of the work, stopping 38 shots from the Wolves. 
It took a tremendous coast-to-cost play from Dominik Bokk to 
end the stalemate and earn the win for the Wolves.  

The goal was Bokk’s second of the season and his first since 
November 19 against the Rockford Icehogs. After spending 
time as a healthy scratch earlier this season, Bokk has been 
playing more a more consistent game with and without the 
puck, and has been getting more ice time as a result (or 
reward). He’s been showcasing not only the scoring prowess 
that makes him a tantalizing figure to Hurricanes fans, but 
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also the effort and hustle that the Wolves coaching staff has 
been hoping to get out of him. 

Scoring: Dominik Bokk, 1 G 

In net: Eetu Mäkiniemi, saved 25 of 25, 1.000 Sv%  

Game 26: Wolves 4, Admirals 2 

There wasn’t much turn-around time for either team to 
bounce back from the previous night’s game, which was 
quite the opposite of this one in terms of scoring. Only one 
goal in this game — David Gust’s game opening tally in the 
first period — came at even strength. The Admirals scored 
two power play goals, while the Wolves scored on the power 
play, shorthanded, and finally on the Admirals’ empty net.  

Special teams have been a consistent struggle for the 
Wolves this season. The team’s success at even strength 
has been carrying them, but of course they need to be wary 
of relying too much on that, given that we know how often a 
well-timed power play goal can make the difference for a 
team.  

For the Wolves, both the power play and penalty kill are 
ranked 20th in the AHL. Over this three game span, the 
Wolves had 20 opportunities with the man advantage and 

only recorded two goals. And while their struggles 
shorthanded didn’t come back to haunt them in this game, 
their penalty kill has caused its fair share of troubles 
throughout the season.  

The Admirals did make this one close when forward Graham 
Knott scored with just over two minutes to play. The Admirals 
were already on the power play and then proceeded to pull 
the goalie to give them a 6-on-4 advantage. Spencer 
Smallman’s empty net goal a little over 30 seconds later 
secured the game for the Wolves.  

Scoring: David Cotton, 1 G, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 G, 1 
A; Jamieson Rees, 1 G; David Gust, 1 G; Artyom Serikov, 1 
A; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Jesper Sellgren, 1 A; Sam Miletic, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 29 of 31, 0.935 Sv%  

The Wolves had two games scheduled against the Cleveland 
Monsters this week; however, the games were postponed 
due to COVID-19 protocols impacting the Wolves. Their next 
action is December 31 against the Rockford IceHogs. 
Assuming that the Hurricanes’ COVID situation is cleared up 
by then, the Wolves will be playing with a full roster as they 
take on their local rivals.
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Time to Hit Pause 

With the league on pause until after Christmas, here’s a look 
how every team stands in the Metropolitan Division 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 43 Points (21-7-1) 

Heading into the COVID pause the Carolina Hurricanes have 
plenty to be happy about. They go into the pause the top 
team in the league. This was despite having the last two 
weeks stopped and started with their own outbreak, which 
included two short-staffed wins against the Detroit Red 
Wings and the Los Angeles Kings. One player to benefit from 
the players out in COVID has been Jesperi Kotkaniemi. The 
young center has a goal and three assists in his last two 
games while he has been playing on the second line. 

The Canes will benefit greatly from the break having eight 
players currently in protocol, with both Sebastian Aho, Seth 
Jarvis and four other players eligible to return on the other 
side of the holiday break. Frederik Andersen went into 
protocol Wednesday. Martin Necas also entered concussion 
protocol and will have time to recover before possibly 
missing any games, though good news is he practiced 
Tuesday. 

2. Washington Capitals: 43 Points (18-6-7) 

The Caps have just three players in the protocol but all three 
are important players for the Caps. Evgeny Kuznetsov 
(12/15), Nicklas Backstrom (12/17), and T.J. Oshie (12/19) 
have all tested positive, and only Kuznetsov will be able to 
return when the season resumes. Under the current 
agreement, the caps will only have a total of two games 
postponed as they are still expecting to play the Ottawa 
Senators Next Monday. 

The Caps have played all season without Backstrom who 
has only played one game this season and Oshie has been 
in and out of the lineup with injuries. Backstrom’s return was 
felt immediately. The long-time first-line center played 18:14 
in his return and registered an assist. It's great to see him 
return from a hip injury that can often have multi-year 
impacts to player performance. 

3. New York Rangers: 42 Points (19-7-4) 

The Rangers currently have zero players in COVID protocol, 
but a break in the season might be just what the team 
needed to get out of a bit of a skid. The Rangers enter the 
break with a 2-3-1 record in their last six games. Another 
advantage to the break is getting starting goaltender Igor 
Shesterkin back between the pipes. Shesterkin was injured 
in early December and has just recently been activated off of 
IR.  

A week after pointing out Mika Zibanejad’s inconsistent play, 
the Swedish center rattled off back-to-back multi-point 
games against the Arizona Coyotes and the Vegas Golden 
Knights to propel the Rangers to three out of four standing 
points. Next for the Rangers is hosting the Detroit Red Wings 
on Monday before heading to Florida to play the Panthers 
and Tampa.  

4. Pittsburgh Penguins: 39 Points (17-8-4) 

The season break for the Penguins came at the worst time. 
They have no players in protocol and are also currently on a 
seven-game win streak. The Penguins had to deal with a 
large outbreak at the beginning of the season, like the New 
York Islanders, but with no reprieve from their outbreak, and 
now had to pause while everyone else gets healthy. 
However, the good news is the Penguins have been able to 
overcome their early-season issues to get back into a playoff 
position, because of course they have. 

The Penguins have been hoping to get center, Evgeni Malkin 
back from injury, and news appeared to be good last 
weekend. He returned to limited-contact practice before 
being downgraded to a non-contact participant on Monday. 
Malkin was joined by Bryan Rust, Jake Guentzel, and Brian 
Boyle in the non-contact portion of practice. The return of 
Guentzel and Rust could provide a big boost to an already 
humming offense.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 29 Points (14-13-1) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets had a trio of players to enter 
protocol on Sunday with Boone Jenner, Jack Roslovic, and 
Gabriel Carlsson testing positive. One of the Blue Jackets’ 
games that were postponed is against Calgary which will 
prove to be a challenge in re-scheduling. First, the Flames 
will have a ton of games that will have to be scheduled which 
just adds late-season complexity. Secondly, Columbus is 
only scheduled to head West just two more times this season 
further reducing the likelihood of being able to tack that game 
onto a road trip. 

With so many games to reschedule, it will be interesting to 
see if the league would allow an unbalanced schedule and 
possibly have the Flames play more road games than home 
games as they have more to make up than any other team. 
Home games are normally big for revenue both in tickets and 
with the board sponsors, but the league will have to look at 
any and every possible option in completing the season. 

6. Philadelphia Flyers: 29 Points (12-12-5) 

The Flyers also have three players in protocol Morgan Frost 
(12/14), Max Willman (12/18), and Kevin Hayes (12/20). This 
means that the only player that will be unable to return when 
the season re-starts is quite possibly the most important of 
the group, Kevin Hayes. Hayes has only played 11 games 
but has scored six points in those games. With Hayes in the 
lineup, they can use him in a second center position and 
move Sean Couturier down to the third line or insert Hayes 
into the third line to give them more flexibility, with him out 
everyone has to step up, and quite frankly they haven’t done 
that this season.  

The Flyers did get good news on the illness front, as they got 
their starting goaltender, Carter Hart, back from the flu. The 
Flyers and Caps game that was scheduled for yesterday was 
the 50th game postponed by the NHL this season. The sheer 
number of games already lost was just what the NHL needed 
to pull players out of the upcoming Winter Olympics 
scheduled for February. The players can only hope that the 
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games are moved back a season, like the last summer 
Olympics so they can participate.  

7. New Jersey Devils: 25 Points (10-15-5) 

The Devils have just a pair of players in protocol with 
Christian Jaros (12/13) and P.K. Subban (12/18). Heading 
into the break, the Devils have lost six straight and have a 1-
8-1 record in their last 10 games. Despite the struggles, GM 
Tom Fitzgerald believes in their new head coach Lindy Ruff 
and has put the onus on the players' lack of consistency and 
leadership. If he’s happy with the coach that means he’s not 
happy with the group of vets and captains that the team has. 

This would signal to the team if things don’t change there 
could be a shakeup trade coming rather than a change 
behind the bench. This can be a common issue for young 
teams that struggle to make it over the hump and was what 
the Canes saw for years. The bigger problem for New Jersey 
deals with their increased expectations coming into the 
season after making real improvements to the team and 
them not paying off on the ice. This could mean that a big 
trade could be on the horizon and sooner rather than later for 
the Devils. 

8. New York Islanders: 22 Points (8-12-6) 

The Islanders have just one player in protocol, Matt Barzal, 
who tested positive on the 14th and will be eligible to return 
to play as early as Friday. Islanders head coach, Barry Trotz 
believes that the team should be in good shape since most 
players should now have immunity after their early-season 
outbreak. The Islanders now have had four of their games 
postponed this season, but now with the NHL not going to 
the Olympics, they will be able to use the scheduled break to 
make up these games.  

The Islanders have struggled all season mainly due to being 
short-handed but will almost be at full strength when they 
return to play the Buffalo Sabres next Monday only without 
injured Ryan Pulock. His loss and the Isles' struggles are a 
similar position that the Devils find themselves in and could 
lead to a trade by Lou Lamoriello. Elliotte Friedman has 
mentioned that the Isles would be a logical spot for Arizona 
Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun. That trade would 
require a huge return from the Isles but with them being in a 
win now position they may just be crazy enough to pull it off.

 

Prospect Report: December 

Hurricanes prospects continue to impress as the season 
goes along. 

By Matthew Somma 

Welcome to this month’s prospects report, where I give you 
news, stats and other things you may have missed from the 
past month. It’s a busy time of year, and even though 
leagues are starting to pause their seasons, there’s still 
plenty to talk about.  

Olympic Speculation 

The NHL will not be going to the Olympics due to the drastic 
rise in COVID cases league wide, meaning that we won’t be 
seeing players such as Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Jaccob Slavin and more represent their 
countries for at least another four years. The good news, 
however, is that it opens up the possibility for Hurricanes 
prospect Alexander Nikishin to play for the Russian Olympic 
Committee team. Nikishin has played for the senior national 
team at two tournaments this season, and it’s essentially the 
best non-NHL team that Russia ices. At just 20 years old, 
Nikishin is proving to be a top prospect and could be called 
upon for the Olympics. Nothing is guaranteed, however, as 
Russia has been known to prefer older players over their 
younger talent, but Nikishin has performed well at these 
tournaments.  

Nikishin should be able to fit right into an NHL lineup as soon 
as he makes the jump. He plays at an NHL pace, is capable 
of carrying the puck in transition, plays with an edge and has 
some offensive skill to go along with strong defensive zone 
play. He’s a modern NHL defenseman that can eat up 
minutes and wear down the opposition, something that the 
Hurricanes could use in their lineup at this point. Nikishin is 
too old for this year’s World Juniors since he has already 
turned 20, but I’d say that representing your country in the 

Olympics would be a good replacement. In case you missed 
it in my World Juniors Preview, Nikishin was named to the 
KHL All-Star Game a few weeks ago. Another honor for the 
69th overall pick in 2020. 

QMJHL Pauses Season 

The QMJHL announced that they were pausing their season 
until Jan. 7, meaning that we’ll have to wait a while to see 
Canes prospects Bobby Orr and Justin Robidas. Orr has 
been much more productive offensively so far this year, while 
Robidas has been a steady presence on a rebuilding Val-
D’or team. I’m curious to see how this affects both players. 
The QMJHL had a handful of pauses last season and it often 
would take teams a few games to get back to normal. 

Kochetkov’s Emergence 

I would like to formally congratulate the KHL’s Torpedo 
Nizhny Novgorod for being the first team to discover that if 
you give a young goaltender playing time, he will improve 
and win your team more games. It’s revolutionary thinking for 
the KHL, and we’re starting to see why Kochetkov was 
drafted so high in the first place. He has been stellar as of 
late, bringing his team back into the playoff conversation.  

Kochetkov has allowed five total goals in his last four wins 
and currently boasts a .928 save percentage in 18 starts on 
the season. 

Kochetkov is improving with each passing game and it 
shouldn’t be long before we see him don a Hurricanes 
sweater for the first time. It’s just a matter of what the 
Hurricanes decide to do with their goaltending situation over 
the course of the next few seasons.  
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Wolves Step Up 

The Chicago Wolves are on an impressive 12-game winning 
streak and they don’t seem to be stopping anytime soon. 
Despite the Hurricanes’ issues with Covid and the injury bug, 
the Wolves have been one of the AHL’s best teams. They’re 
getting big contributions from their AHL veterans and a lot of 
the Hurricanes’ prospects are stepping up after being given 
an increased role. To quote Tripp Tracy, the Wolves have 
“dug in” recently.  

Jamieson Rees has five points in his last six games, as does 
Joey Keane. Jesper Sellgren had three points during a three 
game weekend against the Texas Stars. The Wolves have 
given Spencer Smallman an increased role and he rewarded 
them with a goal and an assist in their most recent win 
against Milwaukee. David Cotton got off to a slow start this 
season but has points in three of his last four games and a 
total of four points in that span. With so many top forwards 
called up, Chicago has had to rely on those players to make 
big contributions. It’s a team effort, and while Chicago might 
prefer to play veterans over younger players, everyone on 
that team is bought in and will work hard to ensure that the 
team wins. They’re playing exactly how they would play 
under Rod Brind’Amour, so credit has to go to head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky as well.  

Speaking of the Wolves, there’s still no update on the status 
of Ryan Suzuki. He has missed the last 20 games due to a 
“long-term” injury, but I haven’t seen a timetable for his 
return. Hopefully Suzuki can get back on the ice soon. He 
has had some rotten luck with injuries and league shutdowns 
since he was drafted and he was playing well before the 
injury occurred.  

ELC Deadlines 

The Hurricanes will lose Jack LaFontaine’s rights if he is 
unsigned by Aug. 15, 2022. LaFontaine turns 24 on Jan. 6 
and currently has a 10-8-0 record with a .898 save 
percentage. It’s a far cry from the .934 save percentage he 
posted last season as the NCAA’s top goaltender, so I’m 
curious to see what the Hurricanes decide to do. With 
Makiniemi’s emergence in the AHL as well as Kochetkov’s 
potential as a franchise goaltender, is there room for 

LaFontaine? As of right now, I’m 50/50 on whether or not the 
Hurricanes will sign LaFontaine. He has NHL potential 
(although I’m not sure if he’s starter material) and is likely 
close to NHL ready, but the goaltending pipeline is full at the 
moment.  

A few things could change Carolina’s goaltending situation. 
The Hurricanes could move on from a goalie prospect at the 
trade deadline, they could sign LaFontaine and try to move 
another goalie at the draft, or they could elect to trade his 
rights either at the deadline or at the draft. It’s going to be an 
interesting thing to track, especially given the hype he 
received last season. 

Lenni Killinen is the other prospect whose rights will expire if 
the Hurricanes do not sign him to an entry-level deal. 
Killinen’s rights expire on June 1, 2022 and at this point, I am 
skeptical about his odds of signing a contract. Killinen’s 
skating is average and he doesn’t push the needle enough 
for me to see him as an NHL player. I haven’t seen Killinen 
take any major steps forward this season and he is too injury 
prone for me to feel comfortable signing him to a three year 
deal.  

World Juniors 

Finally, some brief talk about the World Juniors. Pre-
tournament games occur Thursday and the tournament 
officially begins on Sunday. The Hurricanes have ten 
prospects playing at the World Juniors this year, and you can 
read about them in my preview for the World Juniors here. I’ll 
be posting daily recaps of games as well as live coverage 
(work permitting) on Twitter @CanesProspects. Here are my 
predictions for the teams that will medal as well as who I 
think the Hurricanes’ best prospects will be. 

Gold: Sweden 

Silver: Canada 

Bronze: Russia 

Canes Prospect MVP: Vasiliy Ponomaryov 

Best Defenseman: Joel Nystrom 

Best Goalie: Nikita Quapp, running unopposed

 

  

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256791152.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2021/12/nsj-2021-pro-team-of-the-year-hurricanes-fall-short-of-ultimate-goal-still-remain-ncs-gold-standard/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/writers-roundtable-the-second-month/c-329199924 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-december-23/c-329211874 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/thn-power-rankings-where-teams-stand-heading-into-christmas-break 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/22/22849148/ahl-chicago-wolves-stay-red-hot-earn-franchise-record-12th-consecutive-win-dominik-bokk-
josh-leivo 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/22/22849344/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-time-to-hit-pause 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/23/22850458/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-world-juniors-olympics 
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Carolina Hurricanes goalie enters COVID-19 protocol 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Add goaltender Frederik Andersen to the Carolina Hurricanes players on 
the COVID-19 protocol list. 

The Canes said Wednesday that Andersen, whose 16 wins this season 
rank second in the NHL, had entered the protocol and would go into 
quarantine. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday that nearly every day in the 
NHL had become a “hold-your-breath” kind of situation as the players go 
through daily COVID testing and await results. “It’s everywhere,” he said. 

With Andersen entering quarantine, he will not be available for the 
Canes’ two home games next week after the Christmas and holiday 
break -- against Florida and Montreal. 

The Canes will have several players set to return from COVID protocol 
after the break: Forwards Sebastian Aho, Seth Jarvis, Jordan Staal, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Steven Lorentz and defenseman Ian Cole. 
Defenseman Brendan Smith entered the protocol Monday, now followed 
by Andersen. 

Canes goalie coach Paul Schonfelder also is in quarantine after a 
positive COVID-19 test. 

Andersen has played 21 games in his first season with the Canes and 
was named the third star of the month for October after posting a 7-0-0 
record. His 1.93 goals-against average is tied for the best in the league 
with Pittsburgh’s Tristan Jarry for goalies who have played more than 10 
games. 

Andersen, 32, has a 16-5-0 record and .930 save percentage, with one 
shutout. He also has three assists, tops among all goaltenders. 

Andersen, in a media interview Monday, was asked about the COVID 
situation. He said he had been focusing on his job and helping the team 
win and would not “waste energy and focus on all those uncontrollable 
circumstances that seem to pop us around us.” 
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Hurricanes aren’t going to the Olympics. NHL won’t allow players to 
compete in Beijing 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

National Hockey League players must put their Olympic hopes on hold — 
again. 

The NHL has reached the decision that increasing positive tests for 
COVID-19 and a major disruption of the league’s 2021-22 regular-season 
schedule make it necessary for the players to sit out the 2022 Winter 
Games in Beijing, China. The official announcement was made 
Wednesday. 

The NHL plans to use the dates that were set aside for the Olympics, 
from Feb. 6 to Feb. 22, to make up postponed games and prevent a 
crush of games late in the regular season. The NHL announced a pause 
this week from Wednesday through Christmas Day that added to the 
number of games that will need to be rescheduled — 50 at last count. 

The NHL Players Association did not oppose the league decision. The 
NHL had the right to withdraw from the Olympics for a “material 
disruption” to the season caused by COVID-19. 

“The National Hockey League respects and admires the desire of NHL 
players to represent their countries and participate in a ‘best on best’ 
tournament,” NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said Wednesday in a 
statement. “Accordingly, we have waited as long as possible to make this 
decision while exploring every available option to enable our players to 
participate in the 2022 Winter Olympic Games. 

“Unfortunately, given the profound disruption to the NHL’s regular-season 
schedule caused by recent COVID-related events -- 50 games already 
have been postponed through Dec. 23 -- Olympic participation is no 
longer feasible. ...We look forward to Olympic participation in 2026.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes have four games that need to be rescheduled, 
one at home and three on the road. The Canes (21-7-1), who lead the 
Metropolitan Division, were to have played at Ottawa on Thursday and 
now are scheduled to play their next game Monday at PNC Arena 
against the Florida Panthers. 

It’s the second consecutive Winter Olympics that NHL players have not 
been allowed to participate. 

The NHL withheld its players from the 2018 Games in PyeongChang, 
South Korea, following disputes with the International Olympic 
Committee over costs incurred by the players for travel and insurance. 
There also were concerns about the potential for major injuries during the 
Olympics. 

Many NHL players set their sights on 2022. The coming of the pandemic 
stopped the 2019-20 season and condensed the 2021 season, but many 
players were hopeful that vaccines and boosters for COVID-19 would 
prove to be effective and the Winter Games in Beijing would go on as 
planned. 

Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho was named as an early provisional 
selection for Team Finland. Several other Canes appeared to be near-
locks to be chosen by their home countries, among them goalie Frederik 
Andersen (Denmark); forwards Teuvo Teravainen (Finland), Andrei 
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Svechnikov (Russia), Martin Necas (Czech) and Nino Niederreiter 
(Switzerland), and defenseman Jaccob Slavin (Team USA). 

But the delta and omicron variants have heightened the risk of catching 
COVID-19 and the NHL’s COVID protocol list began adding names at a 
rapid rate in the past month. The Canes first had defenseman Ethan 
Bear go into the protocol. He has been followed by defensemen Brett 
Pesce, Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole, and Brendan Smith; and forwards 
Jordan Staal, Svechnikov, Seth Jarvis, Steven Lorentz and Aho. 

A major complicating factor for the Olympics this year was China’s 
proposed quarantine rules. The International Olympic Committee said 
any athlete testing positive in China must produce two negative results 
24 hours apart or enter a quarantine period that could last from three to 
five weeks. 

“If I’m a player and thinking about going to China with the potential to get 
stuck there, I’ve got to think twice about that,” Canes president and 
general manager Don Waddell said last week. ”Especially players who 
have young families. They would be gone from right after the All-Star 
break and depending how far you go into the (Olympic) playoffs, you 
could be gone for three weeks. And then if something bad happened and 
you get COVID, you’d be stuck for another three or four or five weeks.” 

Niederreiter competed for his country in the Olympics in 2014 in Sochi, 
Russia, and hoped to have another Olympic experience this year. But 
there was a lot to consider. 

“It is a concern, being stuck over there through the whole quarantine,” 
Niederreiter said Monday. “At the end of the day when you have a 
chance to represent your country it’s a huge honor and you want to do it. 
At the same time, there’s a lot at stake.” 

If the Olympics are held, many of the hockey teams will resemble those 
from 2018, with rosters filled with collegiate, minor-league and recently 
retired players. The 2026 Winter Olympics will be held in Italy. 

“Until very recently, we seemed to be on a clear path to go to Beijing,” 
NHLPA executive director Donald Fehr said Wednesday in a statement. 
“COVID-19 has unfortunately intervened, forcing dozens of games to be 
postponed this month alone. No matter how much we wish it were not the 
case, we need to utilize the Olympic period to reschedule these games. 

“Certainly, the players and hockey fans are quite disappointed. But 
playing a full 82-game season this year, something the pandemic has 
prevented us from doing since the 2018-19 season, is very important. We 
expect that NHL players will return to the Olympics in 2026.” 
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Hurricanes Christmas wish lists: What present we'd get coach Rod 
Brind'Amour and each Carolina player this year 

 

Sara Civian 

6-7 minutes 12/22/2021 

 

The Hurricanes are in excellent shape headed into this abruptly longer-
than-anticipated holiday break. 

As of their last game against the Kings, they led the NHL in wins, points 
percentage and flat-out points, at 21-7-1 for 43 points. They’re sitting at 
the top of a tight Metro Division race and have won six of their past seven 
games — and, lately, they’ve been doing it with about half of their regular 
roster. 

Still, there’s always room for improvement, and some of the guys might 
have a few hockey-related items on their wish lists this Christmas. 

Here’s what I’d give them all if I had the means. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour: A blank check and a nod of approval from 
owner Tom Dundon to keep yelling at the refs. 

Sebastian Aho: A theragun and some accessories for his in-home sauna 
after putting the team on his back for so much of this season so far. 

Teuvo Teravainen: A doctor’s note stating he can never be separated 
from Aho again. 

Andrei Svechnikov: A one-on-one skills showdown with Trevor Zegras to 
see who’s really got it. 

Tony DeAngelo: A gold star for self-awareness. 

Tony DeAngelo was asked if the league needs to change anything with 
the protocols/with the Canes playing two skaters short/etc.: 

Vincent Trocheck: Trocheck gets a DJ booth to spice up his pregame 
playlists, and we’ll also give him a free pass to ignore Jordan Martinook’s 
Nickelback requests for the rest of the year. 

Martin Necas: Necas gets healing crystals and seven full days of bed 
rest. 

Nino Niederreiter: Give me fuel, give me fire, give me a Tesla for the 
Canes’ most efficient player, Nino Niederreiter. Niederreiter has stepped 
up when the team has needed him most, with eight points in six games 
before being held scoreless against the Kings. 

Jaccob Slavin: Considering Slavin has played over 30 minutes in multiple 
games this season, he should look into being an endurance swimmer 
during the offseason. He gets an infinity pool. 

Jordan Staal: Staal is getting some Rogaine — not because he’s losing 
any hair, but because he seemed like a superhuman when he had the 
longer flow. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi: This might be the most unrealistic gift of all, but try to 
suspend reality for a moment. For just one day, I would like to give 
Kotkaniemi the ability to log onto the internet without seeing some 
ridiculously bad and incorrect opinions about him. 

Jesper Fast: Fast gets a “Number 1 Dad” mug. Ever since becoming a 
father in the offseason, he’s developed dad strength and has had a solid 
bounce-back season. Seven goals and 12 points in 29 games isn’t bad 
for a third-liner. It’s already more goals than he had in 46 games last 
season. 

Seth Jarvis: For the love of God, can someone buy this man a new t-
shirt? 

I’d also add a year subscription to Duolingo so he can learn Finnish and 
finally use his new Xbox. 

Brett Pesce: After a season involving an injury and 17 days in COVID-19 
protocol, Pesce deserves a time machine to fast forward to the playoffs 
with no more problems. 

Brady Skjei: Skjei gets a shape-shifting suit so he can continue to fill 
holes in the Hurricanes’ defensive pairings. 

Derek Stepan: As a millennial, I am buying Stepan a participation trophy 
for coming in and out of the lineup with zero complaints. He’s been 
awesome when needed, and I’m sure it stinks to have a solid game then 
be forced out of the lineup, but guys like him are crucial come playoffs. 

Steven Lorentz: Lorentz is getting three free coupons to say anything he 
wants. We only found out the real pronunciation of his name earlier this 
year after badgering him. And I’m sure one of the most polite and grateful 
people in the NHL has a few more bombs he’s waiting to drop. 
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Jordan Martinook: After correctly predicting the first Cane to score an 
almost eerie number of times, Martinook is getting some tarot cards. He 
should probably tap into that intuition. 

Ethan Bear: If you follow Bear on Instagram (@ebear25), he’s always 
giving back and making his communities better places. I’d like to give him 
a blank check to save the world. 

Ethan Bear was bombarded with racist insults after a costly turnover. 
That awful experience made him more determined to push forward with a 
foundation to support Indigenous athletes. 

Ian Cole: Cole said in the media guide that his secret talent is 
“vacuuming,” so thank you Cole for being an easy person to shop for. 
You’re getting a Dyson. 

Brendan Smith: I think Smith has been gifted enough with several 
incredible passes from DeAngelo to start off this season. 

Freddie Andersen: I’ve already given Andersen the gift of not being the 
Toronto media. My job is done here. 

Antti Raanta: As the Don of the Canes’ self-proclaimed “Finnish Mafia,” 
and as the “dad” of the younger Finns, Raanta gets a “No. 1 isä” mug.  

Bonus: Jack Drury: Could Drury be a mainstay on the Canes after an 
impressive call-up? If so, I’m buying him a restraining order from fellow 
Harvard alum and color commentator Tripp Tracy. (Just kidding, of 
course, they’re family friends and it’s pretty adorable.) 
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NHL to use Olympic break to make up postponed games. When could 
Panthers’ games be played? 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

 

The inevitable is now official. 

The National Hockey League announced Wednesday morning that its 
players will not be participating in the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing 
after a recent spike in COVID-19 cases upended the league’s season 
over the past two weeks, causing nine teams to be shut down before the 
league ultimately decided to start its holiday break two days early and 
shut the whole league down for five days. 

The NHL has already postponed 50 games this season due to COVID-
19-related issues, 45 of which were supposed to be played over an 11-
day span from Dec. 13 to Thursday. Only two of those 50 games have 
been rescheduled and only one of those two have actually been played. 

“The National Hockey League respects and admires the desire of NHL 
Players to represent their countries and participate in a ‘best on best’ 
tournament. Accordingly, we have waited as long as possible to make 
this decision while exploring every available option to enable our Players 
to participate in the 2022 Winter Olympic Games,” NHL Commissioner 
Gary Bettman said in a statement. “Unfortunately, given the profound 
disruption to the NHL’s regular-season schedule caused by recent 
COVID-related events — 50 games already have been postponed 
through Dec. 23 — Olympic participation is no longer feasible. We 
certainly acknowledge and appreciate the efforts made by the 
International Olympic Committee, the International Ice Hockey 
Federation and the Beijing Organizing Committee to host NHL Players 
but current circumstances have made it impossible for us to proceed 
despite everyone’s best efforts.” 

Under the collective bargaining agreement, the league had until Jan. 10 
to make its decision without financial penalty. This will be the second 
consecutive Olympic Games in which NHL players do not participate. 

Both the NHL and NHL Players Association said in their respective 
statements that they look forward to players participating in the 2026 
Olympics. 

With NHL players no longer eligible for the Olympics, the league is using 
the two-and-a-half week break built into its schedule for Olympic 
participation — Feb. 6 - Feb. 22 — to reschedule postponed games. 

NHL Players Association executive director Don Fehr acknowledged that 
players are “quite disappointed” not to be participating in the Olympics 
but also said he understands that “playing a full 82-game season this 
year, something the pandemic has prevented us from doing since the 
2018-19 season, is very important.” 

“No matter how much we wish it were not the case,” Fehr said in a 
statement, “we need to utilize the Olympic period to reschedule these 
games.” 

“Our focus and goal have been and must remain to responsibly and 
safely complete the entirety of the NHL regular season and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs in a timely manner, Bettman added. 

The Florida Panthers currently have three games that need to be 
rescheduled: a road game against the Minnesota Wild, a road game 
against the Chicago Blackhawks and a home game against the Nashville 
Predators. 

As for the home game, FLA Live Arena has events happening on Feb. 
12, Feb. 14 and Feb. 17, leaving most of that Olympic break window 
open for its game against Nashville. 

Xcel Energy Center, home of the Wild, has no events scheduled during 
that two-and-a-half week span according to its website. 

Rescheduling the Blackhawks’ game will be the more difficult one. The 
Blackhawks share the United Center with the NBA’s Chicago Bulls, who 
have six home games during the time the NHL was supposed to be off 
(Feb. 6, Feb. 7, Feb 11, Feb. 12, Feb. 14 and Feb. 16). There is also a 
two-day Elton John concert on Feb. 4 and 5 as well as a Chris Tomlin 
concert on Feb. 19 and a Tyler the Creator concert on Feb. 22. That 
leaves just nine days open for the NHL to potentially try to fit three 
postponed Blackhawks home games, including its matchup with the 
Panthers. 

WHERE PANTHERS RANK AT THE BREAK 

With no NHL games being played until Monday, here’s a quick look at 
where the Panthers rank on both a team and individual level. 

Team stats 

▪ .690 points percentage: - Sixth in NHL, third in Atlantic division 

▪ 3.55 goals per game: Third in NHL, behind only the Colorado 
Avalanche (4.22) and Minnesota Wild (3.63) 

▪ 2.93: goals allowed per game: 18th in NHL 

▪ 16.8 percent power play success rate: 25th in NHL 

▪ 80 percent penalty kill success rate: tied for 16th in NHL 

▪ 45.6 percent faceoff win rate: last in NHL 

Individual player rankings 

▪ Total points: Jonathan Huberdeau (33, tied for seventh) 

▪ Total assists: Jonathan Huberdeau (23, 10th) 

▪ Total goals: Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan Huberdeau (10, tied for 
51st) 

▪ Hits: Radko Gudas (119, second); MacKenzie Weegar (77, 27th) 
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▪ Blocked shots: MacKenzie Weegar (64, tied for 10th) 

▪ Plus-Minus: Aaron Ekblad (plus-17, tied for sixth); MacKenzie Weegar 
(plus-14, tied for 12th), Aleksander Barkov (plus-13, tied for 17th) 

▪ Points among defensemen: Aaron Ekblad (24, eighth) 

▪ Goals among defensemen: Aaron Ekblad (8, tied for third) 

▪ Assists among defensemen: Aaron Ekblad (16, tied for 12th) 

▪ Points among rookies: Anton Lundell (12, tied for 9th) 

▪ Goals among rookies: Anton Lundell (5, tied for 10th) 

▪ Assists among rookies: Anton Lundell (7, tied for 9th) 

▪ Goaltender save percentage (min. 10 starts): Sergei Bobrovsky (.917, 
15th) 

▪ Goals against average (min. 10 starts): Sergei Bobrovsky (2.47, 12th) 
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NHLers Not Going To Olympics But Plenty Of Pushback | FHN + 

 

Published 16 hours ago on December 22, 2021By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The NHL and NHLPA announced Wednesday that NHL players will not 
go to Beijing and participate in the Winter Olympics. This will be the 
second consecutive Winter Games in which NHL players have not been 
able to play for their country on what many consider the grandest stage. 

“Our focus and goal have been and must remain to responsibly and 
safely complete the entirety of the NHL regular season and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs in a timely manner,” NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said in a 
press release Wednesday. 

“Therefore, with stringent health protocols once again in place, we will 
begin utilizing available dates during the Feb. 6-22 window (originally 
contemplated to accommodate Olympic participation) to reschedule 
games that have been, or may yet be, postponed.” 

National Hockey Now has confirmed that this decision was not only a 
difficult one for all involved but that it has also caused some internal strife 
within the NHLPA. 

“There’s definitely some major division within the PA ranks right now,” an 
NHL player agent told NHN. “Some feel that with how hard the union 
fought to play in these Olympics that others capitulated like they always 
seem to do with the league. I think we all get the gravity of Covid and 
health concerns but are the players going if we had lightened protocol?” 

The general reaction between players, coaches, management, and 
league executives is that this decision to forego the Winter Games in 
February was understood given the recent Covid outbreak in the NHL. 

The growing amount of postponed games forced an early holiday break 
that began Wednesday, with a return to action this coming Monday. 

Despite the reality of the situation the NHL and North American society 
found itself in, sources tell National Hockey Now that there was plenty of 
pushback and harsh criticism of this decision from within the NHLPA. 

“The players I’ve talked to are ticked off,” the same agent as above said. 
“This is getting ridiculous as far as they think. It’s a time to figure out how 
to move forward and not backward.” 

That criticism wasn’t private either. 

“I can’t speak for everyone, but the feeling for myself … it’s a little 
overkill, “Winnipeg Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck told reporters in 
Winnepeg Tuesday. “You see leagues like the NFL, who are adapting 
and, I think, doing things right.” 

Hellebucyk didn’t hold back his frustrations that he may not ever get a 
chance to represent his country on the grandest stage. 

“I’ll be 32,” the Jets goalie said. “I know I’ll still be playing my best 
hockey, but we’ll see if it’s the same story. It was going to be an 
awesome opportunity to play, but I guess that’s just what we have to deal 
with.” 

Reached by phone Tuesday night, a former and prominent member of 
the NHLPA told NHN that the players who had a chance to don their 
countries’ jerseys are ticked off. 

“I’ve talked to some of these guys and some are basically like what the 
bleep? We did what we were supposed to do,” the source said. “I get 
that, trust me. Then you got those who see the risks – like maybe being 
held hostage in China for what? Five weeks maybe? Those guys are like 
screw this! The problem is though, this means the world to some guys 
and others they’ve got their glory.” 

On Wednesday, Boston Bruins team President Cam Neely expressed his 
frustration for the players as well but more so for the way this season has 
taken a turn for the worse. 

“Just talking with a number of guys … They were disappointed. … They 
certainly understand the circumstances,” Neely said of the players. “But 
at some point, we have to get back to normal here, and completing those 
postponed games and an 82-game schedule is a big part of that.” 
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No NHL at Olympics, Florida Panthers to make up games in February 

 

Published 15 hours ago on December 22, 2021By George Richards  

 

The NHL and NHLPA made the worst-kept secret in hockey official 
Wednesday morning when they announced their players would not be 
going to the upcoming 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. 

The Florida Panthers, like others around the league, will use the Olympic 
break to reschedule games postponed this month. 

The Panthers have had three games postponed — so far — due to a 
rash of positive Covid-19 tests with seven officially listed in protocol. 

That number could be significantly less (or higher) by now as the team 
has been away from their complex since Friday morning’s practice. 

The Panthers are expected to practice Sunday afternoon in Coral 
Springs and we will have a pretty good picture of who will be available 
during that workout. 

The Panthers are paused, but we are not! 

Subscribe to FHN today for the most in-depth, daily coverage of the 
Florida Panthers anywhere! 

Florida’s next game is Monday in Raleigh against the Hurricanes. 

The scheduling during February may be tricky and all three games may 
not be able to be made up in that time. 

The NHL did have an alternate schedule in its back pocket in case 
players did not go to Beijing and some games scheduled for later in the 
season may be moved up to fill the February gap. 
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The Panthers’ arena in Sunrise seems mostly available during the two 
weeks the NHL was supposed to be dark as only three concerts are 
scheduled. Other arenas do not have it so easy what with sharing with 
NBA or college teams and such. 

The scheduling details will come later. 

Regardless, the decision that NHL players would not be going to Beijing 
was made over the weekend when the league decided it had postponed 
too many games to afford the Olympic shutdown. 

College, junior and AHL players could now represent teams in the 
Olympics. 

Florida players such as Sasha Barkov (Finland), Jonathan Huberdeau 
(Canada), Aaron Ekblad (Canada) and Sergei Bobrovsky (Russia) will 
not. 

The Panthers were also expected to have Anton Lundell (Finland), Patric 
Hornqvist (Sweden) and others going to Beijing. 

Barkov was already named to Team Finland. 

“I was really lucky in 2014 when I got to play a couple games in Sochi 
and that is an experience I will never be able to forget,’’ Barkov said in 
October. 

“Right now, it’s a huge honor for me to represent Finland. NHL players 
didn’t go last time, so you never take it for granted. Any chance you get 
to represent Team Finland is a huge honor.” 

Yes, it is definitely a disappointment to those players who really wanted 
to represent their home countries and play for Gold. 

As Barkov said, these opportunities do not come very often and for some 
players, it may never come again. 

“Since the CBA extension was reached 17 months ago, NHL players 
have looked forward with great anticipation to once again participating in 
the Winter Olympics,’’ NHLPA director Don Fehr said in a statement. 

“Until very recently, we seemed to be on a clear path to go to Beijing. 
Covid-19 has unfortunately intervened, forcing dozens of games to be 
postponed this month alone. No matter how much we wish it were not the 
case, we need to utilize the Olympic period to reschedule these games. 

“Certainly, the players and hockey fans are quite disappointed. But 
playing a full 82-game season this year, something the pandemic has 
prevented us from doing since the 2018-19 season, is very important. We 
expect that NHL players will return to the Olympics in 2026.” 

If, by some odd case, the Beijing Games get pushed back to 2023, NHL 
players could go then. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena; Raleigh, N.C.   

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 

All-time regular season series: Carolina leads 69-45-11, 8 ties 

This season: @Florida 5, Carolina 2 (Nov. 6) 
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Matt Kiersted gets first goal with Florida Panthers, ‘couldn’t believe it’ 

 

Published 19 hours ago on December 22, 2021By Colby Guy  

 

Thursday night, Matt Kiersted and three of his Charlotte Checkers 
teammates played their third game in as many nights after the Florida 
Panthers called them up when a Covid-19 outbreak left the team 
shorthanded. 

The payoff for Kiersted was not only getting to play in an NHL game, but 
scoring his first NHL goal. 

“I honestly couldn’t believe it in the beginning,” Kiersted told Florida 
Hockey Now. 

“Between the first and second periods, I had to pinch myself to make 
sure that it actually happened. 

“It’s something you work your entire life for and to see all of the hard work 
you put in pay off in a way like that, it’s kinda tough to put into words of 
how I was feeling, but just very excited.” 

Kiersted played in back-to-back games the two prior nights, including a 
three-assist performance in an 11-1 win against the Rochester 
Americans on Tuesday. 

The Panthers are paused, but we are not! 

Subscribe to FHN today for the most in-depth, daily coverage of the 
Florida Panthers anywhere! 

After the Checkers’ 4-2 win over the Americans on Wednesday, Kiersted 
was called into the coaches’ office and was told that he would be playing 
again on Thursday. 

This game, however, would be at the NHL level due to the Covid problem 
in Sunrise. 

“I was very excited. I was kind of lost for words,” Kiersted said. “Every 
time they call you in and tell you that you’re going to Florida, it’s pretty 
exciting news. 

“I was pretty fired up and then I found out it was a group of us going. We 
were all pretty excited.” 

The Charlotte traveling party consisted of Kiersted, Cole Schwindt, 
Grigori Denisenko and Chase Priskie. 

All four of them took a flight from Charlotte to Fort Lauderdale at 10 a.m. 
on the morning of the game and prepared to take the ice for Game No. 3. 

For Schwindt, it was his NHL debut. 

Unforgettable night for these boys   pic.twitter.com/Uamp8j2nJS 

— Florida Panthers (@FlaPanthers) December 17, 2021 

Kiersted had to play the role of mentor for Schwindt as he was sitting 
next to him on the plane despite playing just 11 NHL games prior. 

“Obviously, I’m not an NHL veteran or anything, but I have played a 
number of games in the NHL and it was his first game and he was super 
excited,” Kiersted said. “He was kind of bouncing around on the plane a 
little bit. He couldn’t sit still.” 

FHN Today: Chase Priskie’s big week culminates with AHL award 

Schwindt mentioned that Kiersted really calmed him down while the two 
sat next to each other on the plane ride to Fort Lauderdale that day. 

“He was asking me questions and I was just telling him how the day was 
going to go,” Kiersted said. “The rookie lap, I know he was excited for 
that, we were talking about that a bit. 
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“I was just trying to give him a heads up of what he was walking into and 
I just told him to have fun with it.” 

When the group got to South Florida that afternoon, Kiersted made sure 
to do everything he could to stay loose to play in that game. 

“I got to the rink early and did a lot of stretching and warm-up to make 
sure I was loose going into it because the last thing you want to do is 
getting injured playing a game like that,” Kiersted said. 

After playing as much hockey as he did in the two prior days, he also 
didn’t let that tire him at all heading into the game. 

“Any time you’re able to get into an NHL lineup and play in the NHL, your 
adrenaline gets going, you don’t really have to worry about energy too 
much,” Kiersted said. “It was a three-in-three and our legs were a little 
tired, but I think our energy out of all four of us was pretty high.” 

  @c_schwinny10 ROOKIE LAP ALERT   
pic.twitter.com/GARFi7J7B3 

— Florida Panthers (@FlaPanthers) December 16, 2021 

The Panthers leaned on Kiersted heavily,  as the team was playing 
shorthanded — with just 11 forwards and five defensemen — and he 
delivered. 

On top of scoring his first NHL goal, his 21:11 ranked fourth on the team 
in time-on-ice, trailing just Priskie, MacKenzie Weegar and Jonathan 
Huberdeau. 

“It was a big game for us guys that got called up because we got to go in 
and play a lot of meaningful minutes,” Kiersted said. 

“I think we can look back at it and say we can play in this league, we just 
have to take our time with it. 

“It’s a process obviously, and there are areas we need to work on. Now 
we can work on that and try to be better the next time we get the call.” 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Monday, Dec. 27; 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena; Raleigh, N.C.   

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM 

 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 

All-time regular season series: Carolina leads 69-45-11, 8 ties 

This season: @Florida 5, Carolina 2 (Nov. 6) 
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In the NHL, money trumps the call to Olympic duty 

 

Cathal Kelly  22/12/2021 

 

When it became clear a week ago that NHLers would face the same 
pandemic hassles as everyone else at the Olympics, you could feel their 
collective desire to go to Beijing begin to fade. 

The number that got everyone’s attention: five. As in, the potential for five 
weeks in Chinese quarantine after a positive test. 

“That’s a long time away from my family,” Alex Pietrangelo – one of only 
three players preselected to Team Canada – told his local paper. 

“That’s a long time,” bubble selection John Tavares told The Hockey 
News. “That’s a really long time.” 

We get it. Five weeks is a long time. It’s the same amount of time every 
other Olympic athlete and staffer is staring down the barrel at. Only 
NHLers were so publicly affronted by it. 

From that point on, hockey’s collective mission wasn’t Beijing or bust. It 
was figuring out how to flake on the Olympics without looking like they 
were flaking on the Olympics. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman put it on the players: “There are a 
number of open issues, and I know the Players’ Association has 
concerns about them.” 

NHLPA boss Donald Fehr put it back on Bettman: “There certainly hasn’t 
been a lot of players who have gone public.” 

And around and around we would have gone had Omicron not given 
everyone the excuse they were looking for. 

On Wednesday, the unkept secret was formally announced. The NHL is 
skipping Beijing. 

“Certainly, the players and hockey fans are quite disappointed,” Fehr said 
in a statement. “But playing a full 82-game season … is very important.” 

On a business level, this makes sense. The only way to complete all their 
postponed games is by using the Olympic gap as a scheduling 
breakwater. Cancelling on Beijing makes it more likely the bills will be 
paid. 

But I was under the impression that, in these parts at least, the call to 
wear the national jersey was bigger than economics. 

That’s the lesson that Canadians have been reared on for more than 50 
years. That along with international peacekeepers and waltzing 
logrollers, hockey players are the ones who bind this country and its 
disparate people together. 

In that national mythology, Team Canada members are our knights-
errant. Whatever trophy happens to be the ultimate expression of hockey 
excellence at that moment is our grail. Nothing can separate the former 
from the latter. 

Except, I guess, a scheduling screwup that may have serious 
implications for the salary cap. 

When you do the Summit Series stations of the cross – Bobby Clarke’s 
holy slash, the relic of Valeri Kharlamov’s ankle bone, Paul Henderson’s 
sainted leap – I don’t recall the part where everyone rolled around naked 
in their bonus money. 

We don’t sit around the communal fire talking about the tough market 
conditions the NHL faced in 1972. Nobody loves to hear the one about 
how the Red Army negotiated a better cut of the gate at the Forum. 

Back then, for a fortunate few, playing hockey was a national calling. 
Now it has apparently become a national chore. 

Because what has really caused everyone in the NHL to give up on 
Beijing? Money, sure. But most of all, inconvenience. Going to China in 
the middle of a cocked-up COVID season sounds like a real hassle. Plus, 
it’s not going to be any fun. Five weeks! Can you imagine? 

I suppose all the lugers and speed skaters can, because they’ll still have 
to reckon with that. 

None of them get to come home to McMansions where they use luxury 
cars as lawn furniture. But you don’t hear them complaining. The 
biathletes and ski jumpers don’t make money off this one way or the 
other. Their only goal is glory. 
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They’re the ones carrying on the grand tradition of Canadian athletics. 
Bizarrely, they have more in common with Phil Esposito et al than 
anyone currently playing in the NHL. 

Most disappointingly, this is a failure of ambition. 

If making mythology is the point – what else is there if you play hockey 
for Canada – can you imagine a better place than the Olympics no one 
wants? This is the first great Cold War Games since ‘84. Who doesn’t 
want to win one of those? The sort of people who really need that extra 
million to top up their yacht fund, apparently. 

You can’t blame Bettman & Co. for their part in this surrender. The 
people who run the league and own the teams are not hockey purists. 
They are hockey capitalists. But they don’t claim to be anything else. 
They didn’t want the Olympics in the first place. 

But the players embraced it as a patrimony handed down from Orr, 
Gretzky and Lemieux. They made returning to the Olympics a 
centrepiece of their collective bargaining. They talked a blue streak about 
representing their countries on the biggest stage. 

Listening to them, you got the distinct impression that they don’t just do 
this for the money. That the national colours meant something special. 
That no great career could be complete unless one had worn them at the 
highest level. 

Given the chance to prove exactly how much it means, while under 
difficult conditions, Team Canada put up its collective hand and said, 
‘Yeeeeeah no, how about we catch you in four years?’ 

What a bunch of heroes. Is there any free space on Parliament Hill? 
Maybe we can build them a statue and dedicate it to pragmatism. 

You have to resist the urge to cut too deep. The players have taken a 
sensible path. Sober professionals making circumspect decisions in a 
volatile market. 

Everyone needs to make a living. Like the pros love to say, it’s a 
business. 

But from now on, let’s cool it with the ‘Our Game’ talk during the first 
intermission and on every ad during the world juniors. 

Because if it really was our game, our best wouldn’t be taking a pass on 
our Olympic team. 

Globe And Mail LOADED: 12.23.2021 

1196363 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Canadiens prospect Jan Mysak named captain of Czech junior team 

The centre has 17 goals and 31 points in 25 games with the Hamilton 
Bulldogs this season. 

 

Pat Hickey Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Dec 22, 2021  

 

The Canadiens will have two prospects serving as team captains in the 
World Junior Hockey Championship, which gets underway Sunday in 
Edmonton and Red Deer. 

Jan Mysak, a centre with the junior Hamilton Bulldogs, was named 
captain of the Czech team Wednesday. This week, defenceman Kayden 
Guhle was named captain of Team Canada. 

The Canadiens drafted the 19-year-old Mysak in the second round (48th 
overall) in 2020 after he collected 25 points in 22 games with the 
Bulldogs. When COVID-19 shut down the Ontario Hockey League last 
season, he split the season between Litvinov HC of the Czech Extraliga 
and the Laval Rocket. 

Mysak, who is appearing in his third world junior championship, returned 
to the Bulldogs this season and has 17 goals and 31 points in 25 games. 
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Canadiens by the numbers: Lehkonen makes outsized impact for 
Canadiens 

While his offensive production is more in line with a third-line winger, he 
is essentially a first-line facilitator for his Habs teammates. 

 

Andrew Berkshire Publishing date:Dec 22, 2021 

 

With the Canadiens’ season paused early for the holidays because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we have some time to slow things down and look 
to the future. 

The Canadiens are in position to sell off assets and retool or rebuild, 
depending on what executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff 
Gorton and his future GM decide. Unfortunately for the Canadiens, most 
of the roster is signed to term because former GM Marc Bergevin clearly 
believed that this roster was going to be competitive. 

If Shea Weber and Carey Price were healthy to start the season that 
might have been true, but we’ll never know. The fact is the team is still on 
pace for its worst season in franchise history. 

Of the Canadiens’ few potential free agents, Ben Chiarot is garnering the 
most trade attention after a stellar start to the season on a struggling blue 
line, and after coming up big during the Habs’ run to the Stanley Cup 
final. 

However, many local observers undervalue winger Artturi Lehkonen’s 
impact on the team because of his lack of scoring touch and, according 
to a recent column by Marc Antoine Godin in The Athletic, some NHL pro 
scouts agree. 

Pro scouts see value in certain aspects of Lehkonen’s game. He leads by 
example with his tenacity. He may not be big, but he’s aggressive and 
intelligent in his checking, puck retrieval and transition. He’s a facilitator 
on a line that forces his skilled teammates to match his intensity and he 
makes things easier for them by doing a lot of the hard work. 

You often hear that players like Lehkonen are undersold by analytics 
because, for example, you can’t measure grit. The fact is, if grit, heart 
and determination are impacting the game, it shows up in the numbers, 
and it does for Lehkonen. 

At even strength, Lehkonen’s play has made the Canadiens significantly 
better this season whenever his skate blades touch the ice. Even in an 
area where he’s actually in the negatives, such as goal differential — 
where he’s incredibly unlucky compared with the rest of his metrics — 
the Canadiens are still better at outscoring opponents while he’s on the 
ice than when he’s on the bench. 

In fact, without even accounting for team strength, comparing Lehkonen 
with the rest of the league’s forwards who have played 250+ minutes at 
5-vs-5 this season, he ranks 14th in expected goal differential, 22nd in 
shot differential, 56th in unblocked shot differential, 41st in shot attempt 
differential, 16th in scoring chance differential, and 21st in high danger 
scoring chance differential. While his offensive production is more in line 
with a third-line winger, the impact he brings to his team is essentially a 
first-line facilitator. (There are 96 first-line forwards in the NHL.) 

It might seem strange to read that Lehkonen has first-line impact — and 
note I’m not saying he’s a first-line player — but he can play that role in 
the same way that Edmonton Oilers forward Zach Hyman can. With two 
skilled players, he makes things happen that allow them to create goals, 
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without necessarily getting the points himself. It’s a role he’s rarely had 
the chance to play in the NHL, but one he looks capable of excelling at. 

I think pro scouts around the league see that potential in Lehkonen, and 
seeing his defensive impact this season and in the last post-season, he 
can also insulate skilled players who might be more susceptible to getting 
caught cheating to create offensively. 

All of this might be making you wonder if Lehkonen — at 26-years-old 
and still a restricted free agent at the end of the season — is a player the 
Canadiens should consider trading. 

This is one of the most interesting questions as the Canadiens approach 
what might be a considerable organizational teardown. In the midst of a 
season in which almost everyone is struggling, Lehkonen is having a 
legitimately excellent season. On a team where the effort level is not 
consistent on a nightly basis, he has brought it every game. Is a player 
who exhibits that level of leadership and determination in what is clearly 
a lost season someone you want to lose? 

The answer will probably depend on if Gorton can move some players 
with term, but more importantly what the offers for Lehkonen look like. If 
the return is only a second-round draft pick, I’m not sure that it makes 
sense to move on from him. He might not be a core piece, but his impact 
is excellent and his care level is not something the organization can 
afford to ignore. 
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NHL's Olympic exit ends Canadiens debate over Price's participation 

Star Montreal goalie was on the Team Canada long list for Beijing, but 
there were ongoing questions about his injury recovery. 

 

Pat Hickey Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Dec 22, 2021   

 

The NHL’s decision on Wednesday not to participate in the Beijing Winter 
Olympics ends the debate over whether Canadiens goaltender Carey 
Price could — or should — be part of Team Canada. 

Price was an integral part of Canada’s gold-medal team the last time the 
NHL was represented at the Games, in Sochi in 2014. 

Price was on the Team Canada long list for the Beijing Games, but there 
were ongoing questions about his fitness — he is still recovering from 
knee surgery during the summer and has yet to play a game this season 
— and there were also mental health concerns after he spent 30 days in 
the NHL-NHLPA player assistance program to help him deal with 
substance problems. 

There were no other Canadiens players on the radar for Beijing. Coming 
out of the playoffs this year, defenceman Jeff Petry might have had a 
shot at the U.S. team, but he has struggled this season. 

There are two former Canadiens who will miss a chance to play in the 
Games. Max Pacioretty, who has 12 goals in 15 games for Vegas, was a 
lock for the U.S. team, while Jesperi Kotkaniemi was expected to play for 
Finland. 

Hockey Canada is expected to send the team that represented Canada 
in the Channel One Cup in Moscow this month. That team was coached 
by Claude Julien, who was fired by the Canadiens this year. The roster 
includes former Canadiens Jordan Weal and Morgan Ellis and former 
prospect Daniel Audette. Another possibility is David Desharnais, who 
committed to play in the Spengler Cup before Canada withdrew its team. 

The NHL will use the time previously allotted to the Olympic break to 
make up postponed games. The Canadiens have had four games 

postponed. They are scheduled to resume play after Christmas, 
beginning on Dec. 28 with three games in Florida and Carolina but, with 
the number of COVID-19 cases climbing rapidly throughout the NHL, 
those games are in jeopardy. 

Also on Wednesday, the American Hockey League announced the 2022 
AHL All-Star Classic, scheduled for Feb. 6-7 at Place Bell, the Laval 
Rocket’s home rink, will not be held. 

“The Laval Rocket and Place Bell have done an outstanding job 
preparing to host our All-Star Classic festivities this year,” AHL president 
and CEO Scott Howson said in a release. “But with the event only six 
weeks away and faced with ongoing challenges pertaining to health and 
safety, international travel, and group gatherings, the League and the 
Rocket organization feel it is in everybody’s best interests to postpone 
the event. We remain committed to bringing the All-Star Classic to Laval.” 
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NHL players won't play in Beijing Olympics due to COVID-19 chaos 

The league is looking up to reschedule postponed games during the 
now-cancelled Olympic break. 

 

Reuters Publishing date:Dec 22, 2021   

 

NHL players will not participate in the 2022 Beijing Olympics, the league 
announced Wednesday. 

The NHL said the decision against participating is based on the league’s 
regular-season schedule “having been materially disrupted as a result of 
increasing COVID cases and a rising number of postponed games.” 

“The National Hockey League respects and admires the desire of NHL 
Players to represent their countries and participate in a ‘best on best’ 
tournament. Accordingly, we have waited as long as possible to make 
this decision while exploring every available option to enable our Players 
to participate in the 2022 Winter Olympic Games,” NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman said in a statement. “Unfortunately, given the profound 
disruption to the NHL’s regular-season schedule caused by recent 
COVID-related events — 50 games already have been postponed 
through Dec. 23 — Olympic participation is no longer feasible. 

“We certainly acknowledge and appreciate the efforts made by the 
International Olympic Committee, the International Ice Hockey 
Federation and the Beijing Organizing Committee to host NHL Players 
but current circumstances have made it impossible for us to proceed 
despite everyone’s best efforts. We look forward to Olympic participation 
in 2026.” 

The NHL had until Jan. 10 to opt out of Olympic participation without 
financial penalty. 

“Our focus and goal have been and must remain to responsibly and 
safely complete the entirety of the NHL regular season and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs in a timely manner. Therefore, with stringent health protocols 
once again in place, we will begin utilizing available dates during the Feb. 
6-22 window (originally contemplated to accommodate Olympic 
participation) to reschedule games that have been, or may yet be, 
postponed,” Bettman said in his statement. 

Effective Wednesday, the league will be on pause through Dec. 26, with 
no games or practices and team facilities closed. 

NHLPA executive director Don Fehr said the expectation is for the 
league’s players to be participants in the 2026 Winter Games. 
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“Since the CBA extension was reached 17 months ago, NHL players 
have looked forward with great anticipation to once again participating in 
the Winter Olympics,” Fehr said. “Until very recently, we seemed to be on 
a clear path to go to Beijing. COVID-19 has unfortunately intervened, 
forcing dozens of games to be postponed this month alone. No matter 
how much we wish it were not the case, we need to utilize the Olympic 
period to reschedule these games. 

“Certainly, the players and hockey fans are quite disappointed. But 
playing a full 82-game season this year, something the pandemic has 
prevented us from doing since the 2018-19 season, is very important. We 
expect that NHL players will return to the Olympics in 2026.” 

The NHL’s All-Star Game remains scheduled for Feb. 5. 
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Basu and Godin: What Jesse Ylönen has shown in his first four games, a 
timely break for the Canadiens and more 

 

By Marc Antoine Godin Dec 22, 2021  

  

Jesse Ylönen was selected in the draft by the Montreal Canadiens just 
24 hours after Jesperi Kotkaniemi. However, it took three more years for 
him to play his second game in the NHL. But this isn’t a race, we say it 
often enough. So much so that in the case of Ylönen, we get to see a 
rookie forward who arrives with more maturity and who’s better equipped 
to seize the opportunity at hand. 

Ylönen played four games with the Canadiens following his call-up from 
the Laval Rocket and prior to this unexpected COVID-19 pause. In his 
first game against Chicago, Ylönen played with Cédric Paquette and 
Michael Pezzetta. He didn’t get many touches on the puck and was 
forced to defend a lot more than attack, but you could already see he 
was well-positioned as a passing option when the team went on the 
counterattack. Ylönen looked like a player who’d benefit from playing with 
better linemates. 

In the span of two games, he went from Paquette-Pezzetta to Ryan 
Poehling and Mathieu Perreault (briefly), and then to Nick Suzuki and 
Mike Hoffman midway through the third period against the Blues. 

It’s too bad that Laurent Dauphin is currently in COVID-19 protocol 
because the last two games Ylönen spent with him and Jonathan Drouin 
were promising. Dominique Ducharme increased Ylönen’s use from 
seven to 11 minutes, then 14, then 16 minutes, which says a lot about his 
comfort level on the ice and that of the coaches toward him. 

“It’s the way he skates,” Drouin said last week when we asked him what 
stood out the most in Ylönen’s game. “He has good potential to play in 
the NHL. You see it in practice and even during games. He may not have 
shown his shot as much as he can yet, but he’s got quite the shot when 
he’s able to use it. He is a smart player. You see he’s a player who 
played with the puck a lot during his years in Europe and he’s kind of 
kept that same game here.” 

Let’s focus on that last aspect because Ylönen’s first four games with the 
Canadiens this season pointed to a player with rather good puck carrying 
skills. 

We pointed out at the beginning of the season the fact that it would not 
be easy to find complementary wingers to Christian Dvorak in order to 
make his line an offensive threat, given that Dvorak is not the kind of 
centre who’s keen on carrying the puck. And quick wingers with that sort 
of skill set are rather rare with the Canadiens. Down the line, we could 
see the 22-year-old Finn playing alongside Dvorak. 

A quick transition isn’t just one player’s business. It’s that of a goalie who 
helps place pucks for his teammates, and also defencemen who can 
make good decisions and take them quickly. 

When a defenceman regains control near his net, for example, Ylönen 
often goes back down low to present himself as a passing option. Then 
he takes off, providing the kind of speed in the neutral zone that the 
Canadiens have been missing so much this year. 

But several times already we have seen Ylönen place himself in an 
excellent position to receive the puck — he’ll often tap his stick blade on 
the ice to signal the exact moment he is open — just to be ignored by a 
defenceman who opts for a play that ultimately does not work. 

In this example, Ylönen is clearly in a good position to attack with bite, 
but Chris Wideman lacks rhythm, the entire play slows down and he 
chooses a lateral pass to Alexander Romanov. Unsurprisingly, the 
Canadiens stumble along the blue line and are called offside. 

It doesn’t matter whether Ylönen is the one who carries the puck in the 
offensive zone or not, the important thing is that he is very often involved 
in his team’s transition game. 

At zone entry, Ylönen has more than one move. He can attack from the 
middle, or brake sharply to buy himself a second before spotting a 
teammate. We expect that he will also be able, if he doesn’t have an 
option at the blue line, to put the puck deep and use his speed to get 
himself into a 50-50 battle. Ylönen still has a somewhat lanky physique, 
and will continue to gain strength, but he’s better equipped now to 
compete along the boards than when he first arrived in North America. 

It is an active stick and the fact that he is nimble on his edges that make 
him effective along the boards. He’s got the build to take on physical 
battles, yet his toolbox is that of a smaller player. He steals pucks with 
his stickwork, makes quick changes of direction, always knows where his 
closest teammate is in the open and doesn’t waste time passing him the 
puck. 

Still, his confidence while in control of the puck makes it so that he won’t 
get rid of it unnecessarily. Against the Flyers, that confidence translated 
into a nice scoring chance in the slot. 

With the puck, we have seen Ylönen make plays in all three zones that 
showed a real awareness not to turn the puck over. There was only one 
play where the other team’s pressure really got the best of him and led to 
a dangerous chance for the Penguins. Apart from a few tougher 
moments where his line couldn’t handle the opponent’s cycling, this was 
one of very few bad shifts for Ylönen in those four games. 

The sequence that led to his first NHL goal, on the other hand, gave a 
quick glimpse of some of his strengths. 

In the neutral zone, Ylönen initially held onto the puck a little longer when 
he saw an opponent on his passing lane. Was he in a vulnerable position 
since he was standing still? It’s possible that under more aggressive 
pressure, Ylönen could have been in trouble, yes. But his puckhandling 
showed tons of poise nonetheless. He then got in the zone with speed in 
an area where puck possession was still somewhat disputed. He went 
there to be both a support to the carrier and an intense forechecking 
presence if the Pens regained control. He subsequently made a cautious 
loop to the blue line which reflected his defensive conscience. 

But his best play was to follow Drouin’s footsteps when he saw the right 
flank open. 

Ylönen wanted to make sure that no matter what Drouin was going to 
attempt, Drouin would have an out as he carried the puck along the right 
side of the offensive zone. Ylönen was clearly aware of how much time 
was left on the clock and he let Drouin know he was ready to shoot. The 
Canadiens had time for one final attempt and, from the outside, Drouin 
couldn’t threaten with a scoring chance before the horn. 

So he passed the puck to the Finn, whose slapshot beat Tristan Jarry 
with three seconds left in the second period. 
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Ylönen had four shots against Pittsburgh, but hasn’t shot very often in his 
other games. But, by now we know his wrister is quite powerful — not too 
different from Kotkaniemi’s, actually. It’s a shot that granted him a spot in 
the left circle of the Canadiens’ second power-play unit the minute he 
was called up. 

Let’s finish this roundup with a note on Ylönen’s play without the puck. 
He’s a bit similar to his fellow countryman Artturi Lehkonen when it 
comes to forechecking. He takes away a lot of time for his opponent 
because of his speed. In this next clip, we see him pressure an opposing 
player near the Blues’ goal line. He then backchecks to cover Ben 
Chiarot who was caught flat-footed as he entered the offensive zone. 
Ylönen then neutralizes one of the Blues’ most menacing forwards on the 
counterattack. 

This is some good work without the puck. 

One final detail, and it’s something the coaches must certainly like. 
Ylönen often skates with all his might toward the bench at the end of his 
shifts. Too many players tend to let themselves glide. Hopefully, time and 
complacency won’t change that good habit. 

One person’s loss is another’s gain, and in the midst of all those injuries, 
Ylönen finally has the chance he has been waiting for to show he 
belongs in the NHL. 

So far it’s looking good. 

Let’s face it, the Canadiens needed this time off 

These are unforeseen circumstances, it is force majeure, but it is also a 
blessing for the Canadiens. 

The NHL’s decision to postpone the three games the Canadiens were 
supposed to play in the New York area, due to COVID-19 uncertainties at 
the border, was made out of caution and common sense. 

But this forced leave of absence brought upon the Canadiens is very 
timely. Just take a look at their forwards lines during their last practice 
before the league pulled the plug. 

LW C RW 

Mike Hoffman 

Nick Suzuki 

Jake Evans 

Jonathan Drouin 

Laurent Dauphin 

Jesse Ylönen 

Alex Belzile 

Ryan Poehling 

Cole Caufield 

Michael Pezzetta 

Lukas Vejdemo 

Rafaël Harvey-Pinard 

To paraphrase legendary coach Pat Burns, the Canadiens were about to 
go hunting with a butter knife. And that’s not to mention that Dauphin and 
Hoffman have since been added to the league’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

Pretty ridiculous. 

By suspending activities until Boxing Day, the Canadiens will hopefully 
slow the spread of the virus within the team while also allowing players 
who aim to return to the ice soon to miss fewer games. The team gives 
itself a chance to enter the new year with a roster that actually looks like 
an NHL roster. 

Paquette missed Sunday’s practice because he was in preventative 
isolation for COVID-19, but it appears that’s all it was — preventative. So, 
it’s safe to say that he would have been available to play against the New 
York Islanders on Monday night had it not been postponed. As for 
Brendan Gallagher, who rotated with Rafaël Harvey-Pinard on the fourth 
line on Sunday, he fully intended to be back in action during the road trip. 
Had he been able to do so against the Islanders, a grand total of two 
Canadiens forwards making over $1 million a year would have been in 
the lineup: Gallagher and Drouin. 

The salary outlook of this team is increasingly surreal. If you look through 
Cap Friendly, you’ll need a GPS to find your way around the status of 
various players. What we do know though is that, despite appearances, 
the Canadiens have plenty of salary-cap wiggle room for the time being. 

Paul Byron is among the players approaching a return to play and for 
whom the Christmas break will help reduce the number of games he will 
miss. His name has been on the team’s long-term injured list since the 
beginning of the season. Initially, there were concerns his return and that 
of Carey Price’s would put the Canadiens in a precarious position salary-
wise. 

As it turns out, even if Byron comes back, the Canadiens could swap him 
on LTIR with Joel Edmundson, which wouldn’t change things in the short 
term. The Canadiens, however, still hope they can get Edmundson back 
this season. Once Byron, Price and Edmundson are all back, things 
could get turn sour with their money. Yes, yes, we know — in a season 
such as this, putting together a healthy roster is a hard thing to picture. 
But right from the beginning, having players on LTIR beyond Shea 
Weber has helped the Canadiens’ salary structure remain in place. 

If the Canadiens ever find themselves in a situation where those three 
players are ready to come back, it’ll be essential that the rest of the team 
is healthy as well. Because the worst-case scenario for them would be to 
have several short- and medium-term injuries, as we see currently with 
Dvorak, Joel Armia and Perreault, in addition to those on the 
reserve/COVID-19 list. If it ever comes to that, the salary cap could force 
the Canadiens to play with a smaller squad, as the Carolina Hurricanes 
did recently. 

It’ll be one of two things: either the Canadiens just won’t be healthy at all 
this season, or the team is just living through a crazy year where they’re 
just having everything happen to them, in which case, we’d be right to 
fear that the worst-case scenario would occur. 

For now, though, a week without games is going to serve everyone well, 
both the long-term injured and those on day-to-day evaluations. 

Laurent Dauphin. (Jean-Yves Ahern / USA Today) 

A scout who would’ve been pretty proud of Laurent Dauphin’s 
resurgence 

At the 2013 draft, just before selecting Max Domi in the first round, Don 
Maloney, then-general manager of the Arizona Coyotes, leaned toward 
the lectern. 

Normand Gosselin was the Coyotes’ amateur scout in Quebec for three 
years. Previously, he was the head scout of the Saint John Sea Dogs 
when they were a QMJHL powerhouse led by Jonathan Huberdeau, and 
before that was the GM of the Lewiston MAINEiacs. However, he had 
fallen ill. 

Maloney renewed his contract the following year, but he eventually 
became too sick to work. He eventually died in June 2014. 

The way Dauphin is playing with the Canadiens these days is probably 
close to what Gosselin envisioned when he recommended him to Rick 
Knickle, the former head scout for the Coyotes. 

The two of them both saw Dauphin at the U18 World Championship in 
April 2013 when a very young Connor McDavid blew past the 
competition. In preparation for the draft that year, Knickle told us, the 
Coyotes had ranked Dauphin 24th on their list. Seeing that he was still 
available after the Canadiens selected Jacob de la Rose and Zachary 
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Fucale early in the second round, the Coyotes traded a third-rounder to 
climb up three spots in the order to select Dauphin 39th overall. 

“I liked his hockey sense and his two-way game without the puck,” 
Knickle said. “And when he did have the puck, I’d go ‘whoa, he does 
have some ability.’ Absolutely he has some hands. 

“I couldn’t risk not taking him just because I liked him so much, and I 
knew Norm did too. I wanted to do this for him as well. … That was really 
a very sentimental one for me as well because I liked the kid as well, and 
I’m really glad that he’s getting a chance and hopefully he makes the 
best of it.” 

Until proven otherwise, Dauphin remains a “tweener” — a player that is 
practically too good for the AHL, but who is unable to find his place in the 
NHL. At 26, it is rather rare for players to put it all together and reach a 
new level in their game. 

However, we have to give it to Dauphin who, after scoring 11 goals in 18 
games at the start of the season with the Rocket, has made a very good 
impression since he was called up. This is all happening in very poor 
circumstances from a team standpoint, but from his perspective, it might 
just be the chance he needed to prove himself again. There are only two 
possible outcomes: Either he seizes the chance to prove that his game 
has matured, and the longer this goes, the more comfortable he proves 
to be. Or, as games go by, the player will show the limitations hinting to 
why he wasn’t granted that opportunity sooner. 

There are a lot more players falling in the second category than the first, 
but Knickle continues to believe in his former second-round pick. 

“He’s a trustworthy player, for sure. How high can you get him on a 
team? Maybe third line? Maybe.” Knickle said. “But I think he’s a good 
fourth-line player that plays and probably is a third-line guy at the end of 
the day if he can continue to chip in every other game with a point.” 

If, against all odds, Dauphin was able to elevate his game on a regular 
basis — continuing to work hard, drive the net and make the most of his 
opportunities on the penalty kill — he could carve out a niche for himself 
in the NHL at a time when nobody was expecting him anymore. 

It would make for a neat farewell gift, many years later, from a scout who 
was well-respected in Quebec hockey circles. 
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Blue Jackets players, GM to miss second straight Olympics after NHL 
pulls plug 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Prior to the Blue Jackets’ training camp this season, Oliver Bjorkstrand 
and Alexandre Texier represented their countries during Olympic 
qualifying tournaments in Norway and Latvia.  

Texier felt the sting of defeat in France’s loss to Latvia in the 
championship game of that bracket, while Bjorkstrand experienced 
elation by helping Denmark advance to its first Olympic competition in 75 
years as part of the International Ice Hockey Federation.  

“That was awesome,” Bjorkstrand said in September. “We’d never made 
it to the Olympics. We’ve been able to try now for the third or fourth time 
(in qualifying tournaments) and this is the first time we finally won.”  

If Bjorkstrand’s excitement level has dropped, it’s understandable.  

He won’t compete for Denmark in February at the 2022 Beijing Olympics, 
and no other NHL players will compete for their countries at the 

international competition that’s held every four years. The NHL 
announced Wednesday that it was invoking its right to ban players from 
Olympic competition because of an ongoing COVID-19 outbreak.  

“The National Hockey League respects and admires the desire of NHL 
Players to represent their countries and participate in a ‘best on best’ 
tournament,” commissioner Gary Bettman said in a statement. 
“Accordingly, we have waited as long as possible to make this decision 
while exploring every available option to enable our players to participate 
in the 2022 Winter Olympic Games. Unfortunately, given the profound 
disruption to the NHL’s regular-season schedule caused by recent 
COVID-related events — 50 games already have been postponed 
through Dec. 23 — Olympic participation is no longer feasible.”  

The league will instead begin reworking its regular-season schedule to 
include makeup dates for postponed games, focusing on allowing each 
team to play a full 82-game schedule for the first time since 2018-19.  

A built-in period of three weeks spanning Feb. 6-22 will be utilized to 
accommodate those games, and teams unaffected by postponements 
will have some of their remaining games shifted into that timeframe. The 
goal is to give all 32 teams a balanced schedule for the rest of the 
season while working around events such as concerts scheduled at NHL 
arenas in what was supposed to be a three-week break from hockey in 
February.  

The Olympic news affects the Blue Jackets in a couple of ways.  

Only one of their three postponed games was scheduled to be held at 
Nationwide Arena — a Thursday matchup against the Buffalo Sabres — 
so finding an available makeup date in February shouldn’t be difficult.   

The arena is scheduled to host the final night of “Disney on Ice” Feb. 6 
and has three concerts slated for Feb. 7 (Ghost and Volbeat), Feb. 12 
(Ohio Valentine’s Love Affair) and Feb. 18 (Tomlin and United). That 
leaves Feb. 8-11, Feb. 13-17 and Feb. 19-23 before the next concert 
Feb. 24 (Dierks Bentley).  

More difficult for the Jackets to swallow is that up to nine players and 
general manager Jarmo Kekalainen will not be representing seven 
different countries in the 12-team Olympic field.  

Kekalainen was an assistant GM for Finland and might’ve lobbied for two 
Blue Jackets players, forward Patrik Laine and goalie Joonas Korpisalo, 
to go with him to Bejing. Other Blue Jackets who could’ve gone include 
Bjorkstrand (Denmark), defenseman Zach Werenski (U.S.), Gregory 
Hofmann (Switzerland), goalie Elvis Merzlikins (Latvia), forward Jakub 
Voracek (Czech Republic), defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov (Russia) and 
forward Gustav Nyquist (Sweden).  

Bjorkstrand was eagerly awaiting possible Olympic matchups in pool play 
against Hofmann, Voracek and Gavrikov.  

“I grew up watching the Olympics, mostly Canada-USA battles,” he said 
in September. “Just to be a part of it … I mean, we know if we meet a big 
nation, it’s going to take a miracle. But miracles have happened.”  

Miracles will again have to wait for the NHL, which hasn't participated in 
the Olympics since 2014. 

"Certainly, the players and hockey fans are quite disappointed," said 
Donald Fehr, president of the NHL Players' Association. "But playing a 
full 82-game (NHL) season this year, something the pandemic has 
prevented us from doing since the 2018-19 season, is very important. We 
expect that NHL players will return to the Olympics in 2026.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Donald Fehr on the ‘difficult’ talks that led to end of 
NHL’s Olympic participation 
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By Pierre LeBrun  

Dec 22, 2021  

 

Just two weeks ago, Donald Fehr still believed NHL players could be 
headed to the Olympics. Albeit with some important qualifiers. 

Things have changed in a hurry since that Dec. 9 interview with the 
executive director of the NHL Players’ Association. 

By the time the NHL and NHLPA made the Olympic pull-out official 
Wednesday, it was hardly a surprise on any level. 

“As we began to lose games, it became more and more likely and then 
eventually inevitable that we would not be able to make up the games 
without utilizing the Olympic break,” Fehr told The Athletic over the 
phone. 

“And it’s a real shame. But that’s the world we’re in.” 

The NHL was well within its right, as per the Olympic agreement with the 
NHLPA, to pull out once the integrity of the season schedule was 
threatened by the latest COVID-19 wave. A wave which isn’t done 
threatening the schedule. 

And remember, the players share hockey-related revenue 50-50 with 
owners, so preserving the integrity of the NHL season is paramount. 

In any case, the NHLPA doesn’t believe the NHL was disingenuous in its 
reasoning for the decision to pull out of the Beijing Games. 

“But for COVID, I have no reason at all to think that there would have 
been any problem in the end going,” Fehr said. 

But that doesn’t make it any easier to tell NHL players who were 
devastated and frustrated by the news. The NHLPA has held a number 
of calls with players since last weekend, some with individual players, to 
explain the situation. 

The players’ reaction is natural. 

“You want to do something, you have your heart set on it, you’re looking 
forward to it, and all of a sudden it can’t be,” Fehr said. “And even though 
you understand it for reasons entirely outside everybody’s control, it’s still 
a difficult thing to do.” 

As for whether any NHL star players would still attempt to play even 
without official NHL-NHLPA participation, Fehr would not say how 
plausible that was. 

“I’ll discuss player concerns with players, I’m not going to comment on it,” 
Fehr said. 

Just based on the 2018 Olympics when the NHL didn’t participate, the 
IIHF closed that option for NHL players by saying suspended NHL 
players wouldn’t be allowed into the Olympic tournament. One presumes 
that same logic would prevail again here. But again, Fehr would not 
comment. 

If the Beijing Games as a whole get delayed a year, that would re-invite 
the possibility of NHL players going to the Olympics in short order for 
2023. But the International Olympic Committee hasn’t given any 
indication to this point that’s on the table. 

“I have no reason to think as of now that’s going to take place,” Fehr said 
of the Beijing Olympics being delayed a year by COVID-19 much like the 
Tokyo Games were. 

What now for best-on-best hockey? NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly 
said a few weeks ago that Fehr had approached the league about 
discussing the potential of a World Cup of Hockey, which could return 
sometime in 2024. 

“Obviously we’ll be talking about it, we’ll be thinking about what the best 
way is to do that,” Fehr said Wednesday. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Doug Armstrong has no regrets on time as Team 
Canada GM as NHL pulls out of Beijing Olympics 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Dec 22, 2021  

 

Because of the fact that NHL players won’t be at the Olympics, Doug 
Armstrong will now step down as Team Canada GM of the men’s 
Olympic team. 

“Yes, with the Olympics being played now with non-NHL players, Scott 
Salmond and his group will find appropriate guys to go represent 
Canada,” Armstrong told The Athletic on Wednesday after the NHL 
officially pulled out of the Beijing Games. 

“Obviously, our NHL management group wishes them nothing but the 
best of luck.” 

Armstrong and his management staff, which included Ken Holland, Don 
Sweeney, Ron Francis, Roberto Luongo and Hockey Canada’s Salmond, 
put in a lot of work dating back to the summer 2020 NHL playoff bubble, 
having at least one call a month, plus some face-to-face meetings over 
the past 18 months. 

But no regrets, Armstrong emphasized. It was very much a worthwhile 
and rewarding experience — even without the chance to see the team 
play on the Olympic stage. 

More than anything, this is about the players. 

“I’m disappointed for the players because they’re the ones that put all the 
effort into it,” said Armstrong, who also serves as St. Louis Blues GM. 

Armstrong said he could feel the passion from the players in his 
conversations with them over the past year. He recalls, for example, a 
meeting this season with some Team Canada long list players on the 
Edmonton Oilers, having the chance to talk to Connor McDavid, Darnell 
Nurse and Zach Hyman. 

“When you’re talking to them, you see how important the Olympics are to 
them,” he said. “It just stokes your fire to work harder for them.” 

Of course, no player epitomizes that passion more than Sidney Crosby, 
who shared his sentiments on the Olympic pull-out this week. 

It’s hardly shocking, but Armstrong confirmed that Crosby would have 
been named Team Canada captain for the Beijing men’s Olympic team 
and that’s a decision that was taken a while back. 

“When we got our management staff named, the first decision we made 
was to reach out to Sidney and let him know that we would love him to be 
our captain; this was well over a year ago,’’ said Armstrong. “And we told 
him we would keep him in the process. He had been there, done that. 
One of the elite players of all time. 

“And he was spectacular to deal with, giving us the player’s perspective 
as we were going through this all along. We didn’t abuse the relationship 
obviously, but having the opportunity to talk to him and get his insight 
was excellent.” 

It was clear that Crosby as the veteran leader of this group was looking 
forward to being able to play with the next generation of Canadian stars. 

“Which he didn’t get the opportunity to do in the (2016) World Cup 
because of the North American team (young stars) and because in 2018 
the NHL wasn’t there (at the Olympics),” Armstrong said. 

“I think he was really excited to be the Scott Niedermayer to Sidney 
Crosby (from the 2010 Olympics) this time around to a Connor McDavid 
or a Nathan MacKinnon.” 
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So, we won’t get to see an Olympic team with Crosby, McDavid and 
MacKinnon all on it. (Well, unless the Beijing Games as a whole get 
delayed a year by COVID-19.) 

Armstrong and his management group were pretty far down the road of 
picking the roster, which was set to be named Jan. 12. Another key 
Team Canada management call was set for Dec. 26 to further lock in the 
selections. 

“I would say we had three full forward lines and two sets of D locked in,” 
Armstrong said. 

“And we were really honing in on filling out the other forwards and the 
rest of the D. The most fluid one, certainly, was the goaltending.” 

Yes, the goaltending would have been really interesting. Team Canada 
named six goalies back in October to its Olympic long list: Carey Price, 
Marc-Andre Fleury, Darcy Kuemper, Jordan Binnington, Carter Hart and 
MacKenzie Blackwood. 

Waiting on Price’s return this season was part of that fluidity, but it’s also 
clear Team Canada was going to bend over backwards to make room for 
the Montreal Canadiens star if he felt ready for it. 

“I personally had one conversation with him and it was more just, ‘Take 
your time. We’re not going anywhere. What you’ve accomplished in your 
career and what you’ve accomplished in the playoffs indicate that you’re 
the alpha male for Hockey Canada goaltending. And we’ll give you as 
much time as needed. We support you in any way on and off the ice.’ 
And left it at that,” said Armstrong. 

It sounds like Price indicated he was interested in going to Beijing as long 
as his level of play was where he wanted it to be upon his return. He’s a 
proud athlete so my own guess is that Price would have only gone to the 
Olympics if he truly felt ready. He wasn’t going to go just to take a roster 
spot for the sake of it. 

In the end, Canadian hockey fans were denied the normal Canadian 
drama of who made or didn’t make the team. Hint: there would have 
been a bit of drama of course. It’s Canada, after all. 

“It’s not always just the top point producers that make these teams and it 
wouldn’t have been again this time,” Armstrong said. 

Of course, if the Beijing Games as a whole were to be delayed a year, 
meaning NHL participation would be back in play, it goes without saying 
Armstrong would answer the call if Hockey Canada offered him the gig 
again. He stressed how thankful he was that Salmond, Tom Renney and 
Scott Smith from Hockey Canada gave him the nod to begin with. But the 
Blues GM was also quick to point out there are plenty of other great 
management choices out there who could also do the job. So, he 
wouldn’t presume anything. 

It would be surprising to me, though, if Hockey Canada didn’t want to 
same management group back in the event the Olympics are delayed, 
given all the work they’ve already done on the roster. 

Either way, it was an enjoyable process for Armstrong, he said. In 
particular, the friendship that exists between Armstrong and Holland was 
only strengthened, the two have worked in other international events 
dating back 12 years. 

“I want to thank Kenny, the opportunity to work with Ken Holland again, 
every time we’ve done it, it’s been great,” said Armstrong. “And bringing 
in Donnie, Ron and Lou (Luongo), it was a lot of fun to meet new guys 
and you can tell why these are the top guys in the industry. Their passion 
and their insight. … I walk out of working with these guys a lot smarter 
than I was before. 

“And that’s the great thing about working with Hockey Canada, for me I 
learn way more than I give. Because they’re the best of the best.” 
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The Athletic / MLB lockout, TV viewership, crypto, NIL rights: What to 
look for in sports business in 2022 

 

By Bill Shea  

Dec 22, 2021  

 

We’re two weeks from 2022 and the apocryphal expression “may you live 
in interesting times” is our everyday reality. 

It’s confusion and chaos out there, my friends. And sports are no 
exception. 

To help fans navigate the upcoming year, I’ve put together a quick list of 
things I believe will directly affect the sports experience and industry in 
2022. 

These are in general order of importance, from my perspective. 

Did I miss something? Let me know in the comments. 

The pandemic 

The Omicron surge is certainly the near-term story in sports (and life in 
general) right now and probably will be for a while. We’re again seeing 
athletes sidelined, masking requirements, attendance limits, border 
shutdowns, and games canceled and delayed. It feels like March 2020 
but perhaps more grim and frustrating because we’ve been doing this for 
nearly two years. Leagues have scrambled to figure out what to do, 
based on what we’ve already been through and what we’re seeing now 
with the new variant. Testing regimens and rules are being changed on 
the fly as attempts are made to preserve live games on TV (and to keep 
those broadcast rights dollars flowing). 

So what’s the outcome for sports? Impossible to predict until we get more 
data and see how the variant affects everything. If infections rise but the 
actual health outcomes are not worse overall, it seems like leagues may 
adopt fresh testing protocols that limit testing for athletes not exhibiting 
symptoms — i.e., they’ll do what they can to (hopefully) safely get games 
played. Many teams ran up debt in 2020 to pay expenses during the 
worst of the shutdowns, so new closures and cancellations could 
heighten financial pressures. And whatever they decide, the morality and 
ethics of it all will be debated. 

The MLB lockout 

In American pro sports, this could be the big non-pandemic story of 2022. 
MLB owners declared a capital strike by locking out the players when the 
collective bargaining agreement expired Dec. 2. While some will reduce it 
to a simplistic “millionaires versus billionaires” dispute amid a reckoning 
over dangerous global wealth inequality, it’s obviously a more nuanced 
business situation that can have ripple effects across sports and labor 
management more broadly. 

MLB revenue was way up before the pandemic, and then billions of 
dollars were not realized in 2020 because of the 60-game season. 
Revenue was back up in 2021, team values are rising, and new TV deals 
promise even more money. But how much the general public and fans 
care about the details remains to be seen. MLB and MLBPA are having 
talks, but apparently won’t get into more critical financial discussions until 
January. Spring training games begin Feb. 26, so time is short. If the 
lockout drags on and regular-season games are mothballed for the first 
time since 1994, we’ll find out just how much baseball will suffer as a 
business. We live in a very different world from 1994. My guess is that so 
much money is at stake, a deal gets done before the regular season. 

TV viewership 

The start of the pandemic led to an uptick, for a month or so, in 
Americans watching TV. Then things fell apart. Viewership declined 
across just about all content except cable news (because of the 
Presidential election). Major sporting events and live games suffered 
modest to steep, even record-breaking declines. Some of that stemmed 
from cancellations and far out-of-season rescheduling. The pandemic 
also accelerated ongoing trends of people dropping pay-TV cable 
bundles while streaming subscriptions have not yet made up for the 
eyeball and revenue declines. 
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After the Super Bowl this past February, things began to improve for live 
sports. There are stories of recovery to pre-pandemic numbers, or just 
getting flat to 2019, across most sports. That should continue in 2022. 
Cord-cutting remains a problem, but people are watching again, thanks 
to the vaccines and return of fans in the stands. TV viewership and 
ratings drive advertising rates, which fund the eye-popping broadcast 
rights the networks pay to the big leagues for their game rights. Without 
that money, salaries and profits don’t increase. That said, expect more 
live sports content to end up behind streaming paywalls. 

Regional sports networks 

Really, there is just one RSN company in the spotlight even if the wider 
RSN model is in trouble because of cord-cutting. Under the Bally brand 
name, Sinclair has local live game rights to 42 MLB, NBA and NHL 
teams (along with a slew of smaller leagues and other sports). Sinclair’s 
Diamond Sports RSN subsidiary faces enormous debt pressure while 
suffering subscriber revenue declines. Carriage deals with YouTube TV 
and Hulu remain elusive. 

Sinclair is rolling out a streaming app in the first half of 2022 as its 
solution (pegged at about $23 a month), but there is debate over how 
many team digital rights it actually owns. Analysts warn that Diamond 
could go bankrupt next year if the streaming app is a dud, which poses 
all sorts of uncomfortable questions for teams, leagues, and viewers. 
Teams or leagues could buy back their rights in a bankruptcy sale, or 
Sinclair’s business partners could float it money until it sorts out its 
problems. On a related note, DirecTV in January is raising monthly costs 
by $5-$10 for tiers that include RSNs. 

Crypto 

Expect to see a steady stream of announcements, such as naming 
rights, along with league, team and individual athlete endorsement deals, 
in the crypto space. Expect public skepticism and confusion to remain, 
but also increasing adoption as the technology continues to simplify for 
consumers. Sports organizations and those who do business in sports 
will look for opportunities to sell crypto tech in its various forms (NFTs, 
digital wallets, exchanges, etc.) to fans and corporate partners. More 
venues will accept cryptocurrency for game-day purchases. Ticketing will 
inch toward blockchain and NFT technology for sales and marketing. 

Collectibles 

It still feels like the pace and scale of sales (and resales) of trading card, 
memorabilia, game-used items, autographs, vintage paper tickets, and 
other collectibles is a bubble. Does it burst in 2022 as people continue to 
go back to office and job-site work and American life returns to normal 
despite the pandemic being far from over? Or is this the new normal for 
now, and retail and secondary market pricing and sales will continue 
white-hot? 

I suspect there could be modest cooling, depending on how both 
consumer interest and supply chain issues play out. We also should get 
more clarity on Fanatics’ plans for its industry-disrupting trading-card 
business. And non-fungible tokens will still be a thing, with regular 
announcements of the latest offerings. NBA Top Shot video highlight 
collectibles started huge in 2021 then cooled. The NFL’s version from the 
same company, called NFL All Day, debuts soon. 

MLS 

Charlotte FC takes the pitch in 2022 as the 28th team in America’s top 
pro soccer league. But the big story, as usual, is money. As the fifth 
major North American men’s league, MLS has watched the other leagues 
land fat new TV deals in recent years. Now, it’s MLS’ turn. The current 
set of deals expires with the end of the 2022 season. Currently, ESPN 
and Fox pay a combined $90 million a season for national live-game 
broadcasts while Univision pays $15 million a season for the Spanish-
language rights. Those deals all began in 2015. 

What will MLS get in its next round of TV and digital rights? A dozen 
companies, including Amazon, Apple, WarnerMedia (owner of Turner 
and HBO), and ViacomCBS (owner of CBS), have reportedly been in 
talks with MLS. It could end with a single media giant owning the 
broadcast and streaming rights, or it could be split into A and B packages 
like the NHL did with ESPN and Turner. I expect MLS to at least double 
its annual rights fee revenue, and for a lot of its inventory to end up on 
streaming services. 

NIL 

This year was the first that college athletes could legally enjoy financial 
benefit from their name, image and likeness rights. While there have 
been some big deals and some dud deals, this space is still extremely 
new and growing. Some major brands have held off on doing NIL deals 
until there is more clarity. It’s a wild west for now, but expect more and 
unique deals to land in 2022, and like this year, they will be across sports 
instead of just the primary TV sports like football and basketball. Some 
deals will be for individual stars. Some will be for positions, groups or 
even entire teams. Each brand, whether a big multinational or a local 
mom-and-pop business, has to determine what their success metrics are 
for NIL deals. The next year will be more experimentation, and hopefully, 
paydays for the athletes. Expect rules to be refined. 

Olympics 

From a fan perspective, the Winter Games in China are likely to be 
similar in terms of live or recorded events to the recent Summer Games 
because of time zones. Beijing is 13 hours ahead of the U.S. Eastern 
Time Zone. NBC employed a sprawling but somewhat confusing blend of 
channels and digital services for the Tokyo games last summer (delayed 
a year by COVID-19). That’s likely the same plan for Beijing — but just 
how much ends up behind NBC’s Peacock+ streaming paywall isn’t yet 
known. 

Expect the overall NBC presentation to showcase the usual drama, joy, 
pathos and storytelling that traditionally dominates the made-for-TV 
Olympics broadcast that runs Feb. 4-20. One of the big draws of the 
Games was supposed to be the return of NHL players to the men’s 
hockey competition — but that’s no longer happening, The Athletic 
reported Tuesday. Hanging over the games is U.S. political distaste for 
China’s single-party authoritarian regime and human rights abuses. 
There’s a formal boycott by American diplomats but not athletes. 

Football 

The NFL and college football will remain enormous cash cows and 
audience hogs in 2022. The fun story is the new United States Football 
League, which will launch next spring using the names of eight teams 
from the original 1983-85 USFL. It will play in a single TBA city in 2022 
before going to home markets in 2023. The league, which isn’t 
challenging the NFL and appears to be more of a pro football 
developmental product, has broadcast rights TV deals with Fox and NBC 
(with games also airing on USA, Peacock, and FS1). 

Gargantuan sums have been lost on spring pro football attempts, so 
USFL 2.0 will be a challenge. Having Fox as an owner, and the TV deals 
in place to help control costs, helps. Using nostalgia IP gets you only so 
far. The quality of the football and broadcasts will determine the USFL 
2.0’s future. And it gets even more fun in 2023 when The Rock and 
others plan to revive the XFL, which used the 2001 XFL name for a 
truncated but somewhat successful spring 2020 season that ended 
because of the pandemic. 
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The Athletic / Travel to a land where it’s always 2004 and meet the 
people who refuse to let EA Sports’ ‘NHL ’04’ die 

 

Sean Gentille  

Dec 22, 2021  

 

In the town of Längelmäki, on the banks of one of Finland’s 188,000 
lakes, there is a cabin where it’s always 2004. 
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Every spring, the general managers of The Original Six make it so. There 
are nine of them now, but the name of their club is unchanged. When 
something works, you stick with it. 

That’s the mindset that keeps them coming back — from cities like 
Jyväskylä and Tampere, once a year, Thursday through Sunday. They 
swim. They sauna. They grill tuna and drink lagers. 

Those are appetizers and incidentals, though. They’re at the cabin to 
play a computer game that EA Sports sent to the dustbin nearly two 
decades ago — a game older than Shane Wright, the consensus No. 1 
pick in next summer’s draft. 

The Original Six, all nine of them, are part of a community that’s larger 
still: the tinkerers, enthusiasts and obsessives behind what’s known as 
“NHL 04 Rebuilt,” a nearly full-scale reimagining of what many believe to 
be the greatest hockey game of all time, pulled from the past and kept 
fresh, vital and current through sheer force of will. 

It’s “NHL 2004” with everything from 2021 — the players, arenas, 
jerseys, goal horns, pregame ceremonies — included in an enormous, 
downloadable series of “patches.” If you want to play as Cale Makar, or 
the Seattle Kraken, or at Climate Pledge Arena, or in the Penguins’ new 
alternate jerseys, you can. If you want to alter the physics of the game, or 
incorporate rule changes that came after the 2003-04 season, you can. 

For the people who love it, it works. So they stick with it. The end result is 
a game that grafts flourishes of customization and modernization to 
fundamental elements that modders wouldn’t change if they could. The 
soundtrack, the graphics, the announcers — all, basically, unchanged 
from 18 years ago. The anachronism is the point. The obsessive 
attention to detail is the point. The nostalgia is the point. 

“It’s hard to explain something like this,” Hannu Tuomainen says. He’s 
one of the original Original Six. “We’re grown-ass men, every one of us, 
and we still dedicate our time to this.” 

Not as much as some. For all the sweat equity Tuomainen and his 
friends put into their league — they make videos for milestones like Joe 
Thornton’s 1,000th point with the “St. Louis Blues,” write songs poking 
fun at early playoff eliminations and keep stats for every 82-game regular 
season — they’re ultimately consumers. The real work — the thousands 
of lines of code, the endless series of Photoshop files and 3D models — 
isn’t theirs. 

“I don’t want to take the spotlight from the guys who have made all this 
possible,” Tuomainen says. 

Tuomainen, and maybe tens of thousands of others, are enjoying the 
fruits from a tree planted 12 years ago, when EA abandoned the PC NHL 
crowd; the studio hasn’t released a PC version of “NHL” since 2009. 

One of the fundamental rules of the internet: If you like something, you 
can find others who like it, too. And more than enough folks liked NHL 
PC gaming. Consensus, though, then and now, was that the quality of 
EA’s PC games had been in decline since the 2005 release. “Too 
arcade,” was how one player put it. Not hard enough. Not real enough. 
Not, as Tuomainen said, “chaotic enough.” 

All that? Not a problem for “2004.” The game’s artificial intelligence, the 
thought process goes, is stronger than the 2005-09 versions. Which 
makes it more difficult. Which, if you’re more than a casual fan, makes it 
more fun. 

So when EA left the NHL/PC crowd to fend for itself, using “2004” as the 
building block was a sensible starting point for fans who wanted to build 
something of their own. Manually updating rosters in the PC game had 
always been simple enough and by 2009 was the only option. Like-
minded gamers continued to find each other on a series of now-defunct 
message boards where, mainly, they’d trade updated rosters. 

In 2009, after six years of playing “2004” and without a new game on the 
horizon, Flavio “Franco Duck” Franco searched “updated NHL 04 
rosters.” He found what he was looking for on Flyermania.net, a 
Philadelphia fan forum. 

“It was still pretty primitive,” Franco says. If the update files started out 
simply, they didn’t stay that way. More curious fans meant better options. 

“I still remember coming to the site one day and seeing a link for updated 
jerseys, and I was freaking out,” Glen “DrGullen” Brown says. 

Brown, a Senators fan, downloaded the file, started the game and 
eventually saw Ottawa’s new, profile-view logo looking back at him. 

“It was a snowball effect from there,” Brown says. “People said, ‘The 
rosters have been updated. The jerseys have been updated. Now we’ve 
got to get somebody to update the arenas.’” 

Arena design is one of Franco’s specialties. He grew up in Sao Paolo, 
Brazil, learning about hockey through video games and movies. “I had to 
rely on ‘NHL 94,’” Franco said. “That’s how I knew everything.” 

With schooling in graphic design — “I’m not a coder. I don’t know 
anything about HTML and JavaScript. Everything about the code (I write) 
is trial and error.” — his big, recent project was building out Seattle’s 
Climate Pledge Arena. He’d never created a rink with two scoreboards, 
let alone the arena’s trademark end-zone windows. 

“When I saw the first picture, I said, ‘Oh, my goodness, how am I going to 
create that?” Franco said. “It was very, very hard.” 

It took two weeks’ worth of work in a 3D modeling program — when 
Franco wasn’t spending time with his wife or working full-time for an 
accounting firm. 

The watershed moment for the project as a whole, according to everyone 
in the community who spoke to The Athletic, was the introduction of the 
“Launcher” program, designed by a user going by the name of “Vod.” 
Franco referred to him as “the mastermind.” 

“If it was not for Vod’s Launcher, none of us would be here,” Brown says. 
“He’s out thousands of hours, literally, over the last five or 10 years 
working on that. It’s mind-blowing to me. 

“Before the Launcher, we were dealing with 19th-century medicine. Now 
we can do brain transplants.” 

The Launcher, essentially, makes it easier to add scripts that modify the 
game. It makes it easier to apply those modifications. It also makes it 
easier to pick and choose which of the modifications you use in a given 
match. Maybe one day you want to incorporate new-ish penalties like 
“puck over glass” and the next you don’t. The Launcher makes it simpler; 
you download the modified files, check the boxes you want to check, 
then play. It’s the starting point for the rebuilt version. 

“Here’s a game I’ve been playing for almost two decades now,” Brown 
said to himself upon learning about the Launcher, “and you’re telling me I 
can change how it’s played?” 

As always, a handful of power users — now with a tapatalk.com forum as 
their home base — work hand-in-hand, each with their own sandbox. 
Besides arenas, Franco works on one of the game’s updated interfaces. 
Designed to look like NHL.com’s 2004 homepage, it alters and improves 
menu screens, scoreboards and stat readouts. Matteo updates player 
rankings and rosters; Trevor Zegras, pre-Michigan pass, was a 71 
overall. He looks like Trevor Zegras because Jedeash used his photo to 
create a “face map.” Jimbo creates custom jerseys; at last count, he’d 
made 271 sets. Another user splices together existing syllables from in-
game broadcaster Jim Hughson to create new player names. 

“We’re just a group of guys who found each other by random and all 
have the same basic thought — that in the past 20 years,” Brown says, 
“we’ve never seen as good a PC hockey game as this.” 

The dedication it takes to keep the machine humming along is difficult to 
overstate. Take Jedeash. When one player asked him to create faces for 
a German league team, he said he’d do five. He wound up making 200. “I 
think I have a problem,” he says. “I don’t know how to say no.” 

“People with talent show up and say, ‘Hey, how can I help?’” Franco 
says. 

Most of the current crew has worked on the game for years, though 
Trent, the original leader going back to the Flyermania days, “retired” a 
couple years back, Franco says. 

“All these different people,” Brown says, “have all these different parts.” 
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Brown’s contributions over the last two years — made possible by Vod’s 
Launcher — have gone past aesthetics and brought gameplay into 2021. 
He realized that it was possible to both fix bizarre oversights in the 
original game, like a near-total absence of shots that miss the net; add 
more recent rule changes, like three-on-three overtime; and flat-out 
change the game’s engine, like increasing randomization in player 
ratings. 

Thanks to Brown’s script, for example, Sidney Crosby doesn’t always 
look like one of the best players in the game. He’ll have an off shift, from 
time to time. The three-on-three overtime hack — automatically 
assessing a five-minute delay of game penalty to one player per team 
after regulation — came to him in the shower. 

Brown’s favorite moment so far, he says, was figuring out how to add 
double-minor, major and game misconduct penalties. He was stuck on it 
for a year before his Eureka moment — and when he cracked it, he 
screamed loud enough to scare his family. 

“They came running in like, ‘What, what?’ I said, ‘I’ve been playing this 
game for 16 years, and that’s the first time I’ve seen that.” 

“They looked at me like I was nuts, right? But to me, it was like ‘I can’t 
believe I’m looking at this right now.'” 

It’s a relatable impulse. In November, Brown set up a stream for The 
Athletic to detail changes between the base and rebuilt games. Watching 
the original, unmodded “NHL 2004” was wild enough, especially for 
someone who played a whole bunch of it while fresh out of the box. With 
Brown, Franco and Jedeash providing commentary after the nostalgia 
flare subsided, some of the seams become more obvious. “The first 
whistle is coming at 17:42,” Brown said — and then it did. 

That all made the next game, featuring the full bells-and-whistles version 
— Brown called it “a meticulous install,” Franco opted for “a pain” — even 
more impressive. Seattle’s arena, down to the actual board 
advertisements, looked perfect, as did Mark Giordano in their jerseys. 
We saw the tweaks that so many had worked on for so long to bring to 
life. Jared McCann scored in the shootout to beat his old teammates on 
the Penguins, who were wearing their new throwback jerseys. 

“The jerseys are great and the ice is great. All that eye candy is fantastic 
with the rebuilt version,” Brown says, “but one of the fundamental 
improvements is that we fixed this, so you’re never going to get the same 
game twice.” 

That spirit — the tinkerer’s impulse — has been at play for gamers since 
computers were first made personal. Brown is Example A; he got his first 
PC about four decades ago, when he was 12. It was made by Timex. 

“I opened that thing up, and I was hooked,” he says. “That was the 
foundation of my future right there.” 

Samit Sarkar, deputy managing editor for Polygon, compared it to 
opening the hood of a car. The point was — is — making the game do 
things it couldn’t do before, whether through picking bits off the cutting 
room floor or creating something new. 

“There’s this natural drive in the gaming community to dig into games 
and see what they can do to them,” Sarkar says. 

By the ’90s, companies like EA introduced customizable elements to their 
games — you could change player attributes, increase the speed, create 
rosters — but as coding became more complex, and more money from 
official licenses entered the picture, the throttle was applied. Why would 
the NFL, for example, pay a developer to make a game featuring the 
concussions and illegal hits that it was trying to distance itself from? 

“As it became a bigger and bigger business, you started to see 
companies focus on retaining control and limiting what the user can do,” 
Sarkar says. “And one of the big ways that that happens is with the 
growth of console gaming versus PC gaming.” 

When users have games saved to their hard drive, they can dig into code 
themselves. That’s not the case for, say, a PlayStation 2, or a 
PlayStation 5. And that’s the point. It makes financial sense to release a 
new game each year that doesn’t change much beyond roster updates, 
while simultaneously making it difficult for users to update those rosters 
themselves. 

“The consoles themselves, as platforms, are much more watered down 
than PC,” Sarkar says. “There’s just a lot less you can do as an end user 
with those platforms.” 

Even now, gaming is less about buying a product, and more about 
buying a license to play a product. That license is only valid so long as 
the company grants it to you, and they can shut down their servers at any 
time. You play the game according to their rules. It’s the core conflict, 
Sarkar says, between players and creators. 

“There’s a push and pull between people who fundamentally want a 
sense of ownership over this product that they’ve paid money for,” he 
says, “and the companies who want to retain control.” 

In the case of the “NHL” series, EA flexed its muscles 12 years ago by 
discontinuing the PC release. In recent years, “FIFA” and “Madden” have 
both returned — but not hockey. 

That’s likely the case for a few reasons. One, simply, is a smaller user 
base; fewer people play “NHL” than “Madden” so it gets fewer 
developmental resources. The studio seems to focus on features that 
could increase either the user base or the amount of revenue derived 
from the existing user base, rather than giving people what they want out 
of the goodness of their corporate hearts. 

EA’s major recent shift to “NHL” was enabling online roster sharing on 
consoles earlier this month. PlayStation and Xbox users can create their 
own teams filled with their own players, then upload them for others to 
use. 

That, of course, has been happening on the “NHL 04 Rebuilt” forums for 
more than a decade. 

What’s unique about the “2004” mod community isn’t that it exists, per 
se. It’s that their game of choice, at least partially out of necessity, is so 
damn old, and their alterations are so damn extensive. 

But they’re not alone. “Madden” modders have been showing their work 
in the open, even during 10 years without a PC release. In that time, they 
found ways to change console versions. Some rebuilt a late-period PC 
version — “Madden 08” — of their own. Think of a sports game, and 
odds are good that a robust, easy-to-find mod community surrounds it. 

Those communities are, in a word, illegal, according to Ryan Morrison, 
an attorney who specializes in video game law and, as he says, “worked 
with and defended more fan games than probably anyone on the planet.” 

It’s cut-and-dry, Morrison says. While the people behind modified games 
don’t make money off them, don’t host or distribute the original game 
themselves and, in some cases, significantly transform the original 
release, they’re still in violation of intellectual property laws. 

“There is no gray area here,” Morrison says. “The fair-use arguments, 
there’s not a jurisdiction on Earth, that I’m aware of, where they win 
here.” 

Morrison’s advice to anyone making a “fan game” is simple: Don’t. There 
are horror stories about people getting take-down notices for their 
passion projects, or worse. But while EA’s approach could change — “all 
it takes is one guy,” Morrison says — it’s also been consistent for years. 

These communities aren’t secret. They operate in the open and, in some 
cases, have been written about extensively. The interest and goodwill 
they generate are real. On the official EA “Madden” forums, PC game 
modifications come up constantly, with official moderators telling posters 
to “go right ahead” and download them. 

Beyond that, in the case of “NHL 04 Rebuilt,” there’s no EA stamped-
and-sold competition. If you want NHL hockey on your PC in 2021, 
there’s one game in town. EA could provide an alternative if they chose. 
They don’t — but they have, for years, let the rebuilt game live. 

“Why get the negative PR of taking these guys down?” Morrison says. 
“Or why go after them, if they’re not leeching sales off something else, or 
creating consumer confusion or doing anything like that? So they’ll let 
them stay up and go.” 

Another way to look at games like “NHL 04 Rebuilt” is as a historical 
artifact — and, maybe, something of a test case for how we treat the 
preservation of video-game history. 
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“It’s the biggest media, the highest-grossing media — it outpaces film 
and music and books, by a lot. And yet, we’re talking about its history 
and sharing those stories the least,” Kelsey Lewin, co-director of the 
Video Game History Foundation, says. 

Large studios like EA have increased their archival efforts in recent 
years, especially as releasing remastered games emerged as a money-
maker, Lewin says, but preservation efforts have largely fallen onto 
hobbyists. The prevalence of online gaming has also complicated the 
process. How, for example, should we go about keeping a true-to-life 
record of “Animal Crossing”? 

One of Lewin’s goals is for video games, as a media form, to avoid the 
fate of golden-age Hollywood. Half of all American films made before 
1950 have, simply, been lost. Any efforts to counter that in games — 
even with after-market versions — is welcome. If we believe art and 
culture are important things to study, Lewin says, video games should be 
at the forefront. 

“‘NHL 04’ would have ended in ’04 if not for this group of people giving it 
an 18-year life extension,” Lewin says. “And that’s just not something that 
most companies are going to do, or that most games will get. 

“It’s not like EA is making the source code for this game accessible. It’s 
not like they’ve said, ‘OK, well, we’re done with putting ‘NHL’ on PC. So 
have at it, guys.’ That speaks volumes to the amount of passion and 
demand there is from a certain set of people, that even without the tools, 
they still find a way to figure it out.” 

For modders like Brown and Franco, the endgame is a bit muddled. 

Brown, an IT professional, thinks he’ll be done when he runs out of 
tweaks for his gameplay script. Without the original code, there’s a limit 
on the work he can do. In a perfect world, EA would provide that — and 
maybe hire the crew to work on a remastered 20th-anniversary edition of 
“NHL 04.” Vod, he says, has brought up working on an original game. 

Either way, Brown says, his time on the project is likely to end. Someday. 

“There’s this unwritten wall in front of us that we’re eventually going to hit, 
because there’s still things in the game that are flawed and can’t be 
fixed,” he says. “I think we’re all going to naturally reach a point one day 
where we don’t do this, barring that we get the code. If we get the code, 
the sky is the limit.” 

Franco’s focus — yearly aesthetic updates without any obvious cap — 
seems to have left him built for the long haul. “I’m 41 years old. I have no 
intention of stopping, because I love doing this.” 

He plays a full season each year on his computer. The last console he 
bought? An Xbox 360. He’s thought about upgrading but can’t commit. “I 
want to buy a PS5, and then I stop and say, ‘What am I going to play?’ 
Why buy the new version, because I’m going to play ‘NHL 04’ anyway?” 

They, of course, are two of thousands who enjoy their work. Asked if he 
ever viewed himself as providing a service, Brown pauses. The 
suggestion surprises him. 

“I never really thought about that,” he says. “That’s so cool. I can’t speak 
for anyone else, I don’t think we really look at it like that. I’m happy 
people are using it, but I think we do it for ourselves.” 

Tell that to The Original Six. They’re working their way through their 
season, a few months from that lakeside cabin in Längelmäki. 
Tuomainen asked not to reveal its listed name so nobody reading this 
could swipe it. 

Whenever they return, they won’t arrive as guys who play old video 
games against each other. They won’t arrive as friends. 

“We are one family,” Tuomainen says. “There’s hardships in life. We are 
there for each other. And so that community aspect will keep us playing, 
even if for some reason the game wouldn’t be updated anymore. We’ll 
just keep playing it.” 
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The Athletic / Dave Cameron returns as Canada’s world junior coach with 
unfinished business: ‘Let’s get this done’ 

 

By Sunaya Sapurji  

Dec 22, 2021   

 

Dave Cameron has never watched the video. He knows every play, the 
position of every player on the ice and how every goal was scored, so 
revisiting the 2011 world junior final is pointless. 

“I lived it,” said Cameron. “Watching it won’t change anything. The past, it 
passes. I didn’t see any benefit of watching it. We were never going to 
play that team again.” 

The past, it passes, but the memories remain. 

Cameron was at the helm for Canada’s epic collapse in the third period 
of the 2011 final in Buffalo. The Canadians held a 3-0 lead going into the 
third against the Russians who scored five unanswered goals to claim 
the gold medal. 

Like Cameron, Andre Tourigny, who served as an assistant coach on the 
2011 team, has no interest in reviewing that past. 

“If one day I get kidnapped and they want to torture me they can show 
me that film. I don’t want to look at it,” said Tourigny, now the head coach 
of the Arizona Coyotes. “No. Nothing good (will come) from watching 
that.” 

More than a decade later, he said it’s still too painful. 

“We were right there,” said Tourigny. “We dominated the tournament. 
And then boom. We couldn’t stop the bleeding. We lost. It was a painful 
one. 

“What people don’t realize is how many millions of people watched that 
game. How many people that touched in Canada. You don’t feel great 
when you lose the world juniors. I’ve been in those shoes; I have too 
many silver medals. You want to make Canada proud and when you 
don’t you feel it as well. You feel the pain. I’ll never watch it again.” 

All the hurt of that 2011 final will be exhumed in the coming weeks as 
Cameron, 63, makes his return behind Canada’s bench at the 2022 
World Junior Championship in Edmonton and Red Deer. 

The 2010-11 season was an annus horribilis for a multitude of reasons 
for Cameron. 

In September 2010, his niece, Kristen, was paralyzed from the chest 
down after being hit by an impaired driver and everyone in the family 
rallied to support her. The world juniors started in late December and by 
January, Cameron had come home with silver. In March, he underwent a 
heart procedure. In May, his heavily-favoured Mississauga St. Michael’s 
Majors made it to the OHL finals, only to lose to Owen Sound in overtime 
of Game 7 at home. As Memorial Cup hosts that year, his team made the 
tournament a few weeks later only to lose in the final to the Saint John 
Sea Dogs. 

“I think with Kristen’s accident it may have given him perspective on the 
following losses that were to come,” said his son Connor, 36, who is the 
executive director of Hockey PEI. “The one thing with dad is that he’s 
super competitive, and there are probably times he’s taken stuff to bed 
worrying over something he shouldn’t and I think part of his mellowing 
process — him getting older — is realizing that things can go sideways in 
life and sometimes losing a hockey game isn’t the worst thing that can 
happen in a calendar year.” 

His youngest son, Ben, 31, remembers sitting in his dad’s office inside 
the rink in Mississauga after the Majors had been beaten in the Memorial 
Cup final. The building was cavernous enough for voices to carry from 
the stands and many of them were yelling about Cameron’s coaching 
abilities now, “a loser with three seconds in a row.” 
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“I felt my heart just break in that moment,” said Ben, a medical doctor 
who specializes in sports medicine. “It’s really hard when someone you 
love is going through that, but he wore it well. He looked at it as an 
opportunity to grow if nothing else.” 

A lot has changed in the 11 years since. 

He went to the NHL, first as an assistant coach with the Ottawa 
Senators. In 2014, after Paul MacLean was fired in December, Cameron 
took over as head coach. It was a natural progression, as he had worked 
for Eugene Melnyk for 16 years, starting in 2000-01 as head coach of the 
Melnyk-owned OHL’s St. Michael’s Majors and later the Binghamton 
Senators, Ottawa’s then-AHL affiliate. His tenure in Ottawa was short-
lived, and he was fired by Melnyk in April of 2016. His departure was 
acrimonious with Melnyk taking potshots in the press saying, “it was 
inconsistency and some stupidity” that did the coach in. In the five 
seasons after Cameron’s dismissal, the Senators have only made the 
playoffs once and are currently the third-worst team in the NHL at 9-17-2. 

“For them to just kick him to the curb, you know there weren’t many 
phone calls or many conversations, to spend (16) years or whatever it 
was employed by the same person, it’s hard not to be hurt by that,” said 
Ben. “He’s mature and he’s a professional so it’s not something he talks 
about much, but you can tell it was there whenever the topic did come 
up. I think he handled it really well. It was such a difficult thing.” 

Growing up in the small farming community of Kinkora, P.E.I., Cameron 
has always been served by a strong moral compass and an equally 
strong work ethic. His devotion to family, faith, education and sports were 
all cultivated in the Island’s red soil. He was one of six children with four 
brothers — Brian, Charlie, Richard, and Michael and one sister, Lorna. 
There was little time for whining or feeling hard done by. That has never 
changed. 

On the day he left the Senators in 2016, Cameron told the assembled 
media in Ottawa: “The sun was up this morning and I’ll be fine.” 

The past, it passes. 

Happenstance brought Cameron back to Ottawa as head coach of the 
OHL’s 67’s this summer. And it happened quickly. 

After a stint with the Calgary Flames as an assistant coach, Cameron 
had spent the past two seasons coaching in Vienna, Austria. He and his 
wife Kelly loved Europe. Cameron had just signed on to spend another 
year coaching the Vienna Capitals in the bet-at-home ICE Hockey 
League. 

He still kept in touch with his longtime friend James Boyd, who is the 
general manager of the Ottawa 67’s and serves as the lead on Team 
Canada’s management team. Boyd was Cameron’s assistant GM and 
assistant coach for four seasons with the Majors and the two would talk 
regularly. 

Boyd was in the market for a new coach because the previous coach, 
Tourigny, left in the summer to become head coach of the Coyotes. He 
was also slated to coach the 2022 world junior team. Tourigny coached 
with Cameron at two world juniors and was his assistant coach with the 
Ottawa Senators. The two would talk regularly. 

Tourigny’s departure created two coaching vacancies Boyd needed to fill. 
He reached out to Cameron to go over some names of potential 
candidates for the Ottawa job, seeing as Cameron had coached with 
some of them. 

“When the Hockey Canada opening came up I said, ‘Hey would you be 
interested in coaching junior hockey?’ and to my surprise, he said, ‘Well, 
let me think about it,'” said Boyd. “At that point, I still thought it was far-
fetched.” 

A few days later, during a casual conversation on a Zoom call with 
Hockey Canada staff, someone asked Boyd who he was talking to about 
coaching the 67’s. He mentioned the candidates and that he had been 
talking to Cameron. 

“I said, ‘I think Dave would be the best candidate’ and there was kind of a 
pause and someone said, ‘Do you think Dave would do it?’ and I said, ‘I 
don’t think so,’ but I think the opportunity with Hockey Canada made it 
that much more appealing,” said Boyd.  

Cameron was in Charlottetown when he was offered the opportunity. 
Canada’s summer camp in Calgary was starting in a few days, so he had 
to respond quickly if he wanted both jobs. It wasn’t an easy decision, but 
he knew the situation in Ottawa given his relationship with Boyd and the 
team culture Tourigny was leaving behind. The world juniors was the 
icing on the cake. After talking it over with Kelly, he said yes. 

His next order of business was trying to find skates for camp as quickly 
as possible. The opportunity was so unexpected and hurried, his skates 
were still in Austria. 

He was able to borrow a pair from Connor, but it wasn’t a great fit. 

“They were at least one size if not a size and a half too small for him,” 
said Connor of his emergency skates. 

And so, Cameron found himself back in Ottawa coaching the 67’s and 
once again dealing with teenagers, billet families, school and bus trips. 
As much as he enjoyed working with pros, deep down there was still an 
affinity for coaching junior hockey and helping mould futures. 

“Junior hockey, when I thought about it, was never far from my heart,” 
said Cameron. 

Asked if he thought he’d be coaching the world junior team again, he 
laughs. 

“Not in your wildest dreams,” he said. “I was quite content (in Vienna). I 
die laughing too, because on our bus trips now I’m thinking, ‘If you’d have 
told me this time last year I’d be on a bus rolling into Mississauga in the 
OHL I’d have said you were crazy.’ But that’s the great thing about 
hockey, it takes you to places you don’t envision. As you become more 
experienced it just becomes easier to enjoy the ride and that’s where I’m 
at now.” 

Brett Flemming was a defenceman who spent his entire junior career — 
from 2007 to 2011 — coached by Cameron with the Majors. Last season 
he played for Cameron again in Vienna. He said nothing has changed 
when it comes to Cameron’s coaching. 

“Dave is still the same coach he was in junior,” said Flemming, from 
Austria where he plays for EC GRAND Immo VSV. “He expects a lot 
from his players. He does a great job with all of the systems and getting 
the most out of all of his players. Basically, if you work hard for him and 
you show up every night, you’ll have no issues.” 

Working with teens has always been in Cameron’s wheelhouse. He 
played 168 games in the NHL with New Jersey and Colorado before 
deciding to retire in 1984-85 so he could finish his business degree. 

After graduating, Cameron took a job as a youth worker in a young 
offenders facility. He wanted a job in management where he could have 
some say in programs, but without a degree in social work or counselling, 
his name was at the bottom of the list. So, he went back to school and 
got a master’s in education — where his background was in guidance 
and counselling. 

When he graduated there was a new government initiative called “Stay In 
School” and his local high school applied for a grant and received one. 
After the program ended it happened that the school’s guidance 
counsellor was retiring, so he ended up moving into that role — all while 
he was coaching Tier II hockey in Summerside. 

The experience served him well for his future in hockey. 

“These kids were thought of as underachievers,” said Cameron, of 
working to keep kids in school. “My job was working with the teachers 
and families, so I would be getting into their home life. And when you get 
out and see what a lot of these kids were dealing with — they were 
overachieving. It taught me that you can’t judge a book all the time by its 
cover and that even though my job was to get them through high school, 
it taught me that sometimes things — like the process — are a little more 
important than the end result.” 

When he coached the Majors he’d wake up early every morning to drive 
players without a car to school himself. For the overagers and others who 
had finished school, he started a “Breakfast Club” where players could 
come to the rink and work out together. 
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“He changed the course of my career,” said Flemming. “He ended up 
teaching me so much in junior — not just about the game — he taught 
me how to play the systems but also all the life lessons to be learned at 
that age. He instilled those in his players. I truly believe he changed the 
course of my career for me to become a pro and a better pro.” 

He hasn’t been with the 67’s for very long, but his players say they 
appreciate the care he takes with them. He’s always been a straight-
shooter and is known to be a taskmaster because he wants his players to 
achieve their potential. 

“Demanding is a good word to describe his coaching style,” said 67’s 
defenceman Jack Matier. “We have a really young team in Ottawa and 
we need to be demanding of each other. He holds us accountable. He’s 
a fair coach and his office is always open if we need to talk to him about 
something.  

“He’s a really honest person and an honest coach as well. I think that’s 
what makes him a good coach. 

By all accounts, Dave Cameron has mellowed. His competitive spirit is 
still strong, but he’s no longer chasing an NHL job. Using a golfing 
analogy, he says his coaching career is on the 17th hole. 

For those who know him, the analogies, metaphors and stories come up 
regularly any time you talk to him. 

Flemming remembers golf making an appearance his first year with the 
Majors. As a rookie, the defenceman said he was “running around all 
over the place” when it came to his assignments. Flemming said one day 
Cameron sat him down and asked if he had ever played golf before and 
explained what Flemming was doing on the ice was akin to using a driver 
for every shot on the course.  

“You’re always using the driver, you’re all over the place. Sometimes 
you’ve got to just chip it. Less is more sometimes,” he remembers 
Cameron saying.  

Tourigny, who loves a good chirp, calls Cameron “Uncle Dave” because 
of his penchant for storytelling. 

If you’re only watching him on TV or in interviews, he might come off as a 
little gruff or intense behind the bench or with the media. In junior, his 
yelling during games — referees usually getting the brunt of it — was a 
running joke, especially at the former Hershey Centre which was rarely 
full, allowing for his voice to carry. 

Speaking from experience, if he doesn’t like a question, he’ll be sure to 
let you know. But the curmudgeon on camera belies kindness and a 
sharp sense of humour. He’s very well-read, so he can crack wise on any 
subject. 

 “He’s so funny. Dave has a dry sense of humour and he has no bad 
days in his life,” said Tourigny. “Every day he shows up at the rink he 
says a quote or an anecdote or something. 

“When he laughs you know it’s real. It comes from the heart and he’s fun 
to be around.” 

Here’s a perfect example. The day after the 2011 world junior final, 
Maxim Kitsyn, a forward who had helped Russia win gold, joined the 
Majors in Mississauga as a late addition. The team was preparing to go 
on a road trip to Sault Ste. Marie the next day — their longest road trip of 
the year. Cameron was walking down a long corridor toward the dressing 
room when he saw Kitsyn come out and head to the equipment room 
across the hall.  

“He stops and looks at me and I look at him,” said Cameron. “It was like a 
showdown in a western between two gunslingers. 

“And I said, ‘Where the fuck is my gold medal!?’ And he froze. So I went 
up and shook his hand and was laughing. That poor kid, he had no idea 
where this was going.” 

Hearing the story retold, Kitsyn, now 29, laughs.  

“I froze and was like, ‘What the hell just happened?’ Also, my English 
wasn’t so good, but when he said ‘gold medal’ I understood it,” said 
Kitsyn in a phone interview from Russia. “He started laughing. Dave is a 
great coach, I can’t say a single bad word about him.” 

He said he still gets asked about the 2011 final — especially around this 
time of year — since was it the last time Russia won gold at the 
tournament.  

“Everyone remembers it because it was pretty much like a miracle,” said 
Kitsyn, who plays in the VHL for his hometown Metallurg Novokuznetsk. 

In addition to supporting Russia — his parents keep his gold medal on 
display at their home — Kitsyn said he’ll also be cheering for his former 
coach, who helped him acclimatize to a new country, new language and 
new culture. 

“He was like our dad so everybody loved him and I hope he does great,” 
said Kitsyn. “I will cheer for him, but when they play Team Russia I hope 
Russia will get the W. 

“He’s a guy who treated me well when I needed it. I will always 
remember that.” 

On Dec. 26, a new team of young stars will take the ice for Canada 
against Czechia. They were children the last time Cameron was behind 
the bench at the world juniors. In Edmonton, they have a fresh sheet of 
ice from which to carve their future. 

When Cameron took the job with Hockey Canada this summer he said 
his unfinished business from 2011 was not a factor in his decision. Now 
that he’s had some time to think about the job ahead, those thoughts 
have slowly made an appearance. 

“You reflect back a little bit and say, ‘Let’s get this done,’” he said.  

The past, it passes. And no matter what happens for Dave Cameron this 
time around, the memories will remain. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Eight NHL team wish lists: Why the Canucks would like a 
time machine 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

December 22, 2021, 12:20 PM 

 

In the spirit of the holidays, we’re looking at what might be on certain 
teams' wish lists at this point in the season. Obviously everyone probably 
is asking for a clean bill of health in general, plus fewer postponed games 
and complications that come with the current environment. But aside 
from that, we want to look at some strengths and weaknesses to see 
what they could want -- realistic or unrealistic -- moving forward in to 
2022. 

Vegas Golden Knights: A true penalty kill 

We’re taking inspiration from Jeff Marek here, who proposed a ‘true 
penalty kill’ on the 32 Thoughts podcast. Instead of teams just ‘enduring’ 
two minutes of shots against, he suggested teams effectively kill a 
penalty off when they score. 

The Golden Knights would benefit from this shift in rules seeing as 
they’re one of the best at creating offece while on the penalty kill. Their 
success runs deeper than their league-leading six shorthanded goals for; 
below the surface, their expected goal rate of 1.37 per 60 minutes 
shorthanded ranks fourth. That season-wide number includes games 
where they were without some of their best two-way forwards like Mark 
Stone and William Karlsson. 

While the Golden Knights have been among the league’s best in creating 
offence while down a player, they haven’t suppressed it as well, 
conceding 1.99 expected goals against per 60 landing them 29th in that 
defensive metric. And their goaltending hasn’t been perfect behind that 
workload either. Both contribute to a 77.5 per cent efficiency on the PK. 
Some early season struggles and injuries played into that as well -- since 
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Stone’s return, which really signified the ‘end’ of their early season injury 
woes, the team has tightened up in their own end. Still, they wouldn’t 
have to be as worried about their own zone if they could just end 
penalties with a shorthanded goal for. 

New Jersey Devils: The ability to decline a power play 

Whether with the current system for penalty killing, or Marek’s ‘true’ 
method, the Devils probably wish they could just decline the option to go 
on the man-advantage. With a true penalty kill, they’d really be in trouble 
as they’ve allowed a league-leading six shorthanded goals for -- five of 
which have come over the past month while their power play has only 
delivered four goals for. 

It’s not a matter of bad luck for the Devils either while on the power play, 
it’s a lack of offensive generation. Not only does New Jersey shoot the 
puck at a low rate, they lack quality chances, too. And they aren’t moving 
the puck successfully in the offensive zone either. Without that higher 
rate of passes, they aren’t creating many one-timers -- they’ve attempts 
just 2.1 one-timers per 60, which make up about 23 per cent of their 
shots. Top teams in the league, to compare, attempt closer to 40 one-
timers per 60 on the man-advantage, which compose upwards of 35 per 
cent of their shots. 

Without some legitimate changes to their play on the power play, it’s 
deflated the Devils at points and cost them close games. 

Vancouver Canucks: A time machine 

Since Bruce Boudreau took over behind the bench, the Canucks are 6-0-
0. Sometimes, teams need to hit rock bottom before they rebound since 
the only way to go is up. But maybe this was a change that could have 
come sooner to improve their chances of fighting their way up the Pacific 
Division standings. 

What’s changed on the ice compared to their start? One of their greatest 
weaknesses pre-coaching change was a lack of offence, even from some 
of their best players. So far, there have been improvements across the 
board. Obviously six games is a limited sample and there’s only so many 
tactical adjustments that can be made in that time. But encouraging 
players to stick to their offensive instincts and improving the vibes around 
the team is a start that seems to be working. 

Detroit Red Wings: A couple more shots 

Tyler Bertuzzi’s vaccination status has been a topic of conversation 
throughout the season, especially after the forward was sidelined with 
COVID-19. The biggest issue, on the ice, is that Detroit has to play 
without him whenever they travel to Canada -- and they look a lot 
different without one of their best offensive generators. Bertuzzi’s one of 
the best Red Wings at 5-on-5 at shooting (and scoring) from the slot. He 
also has one of the best passing rates in the offensive zone on the team, 
and can move the puck to the dangerous areas to set up his linemates, 
Dylan Larkin and Lucas Raymond. 

Without Bertuzzi, they’ve lost their first three games over the border. 
They’ll miss him again, unless something changes, in six upcoming 
games in Canada. That’s the potential for 12 points that this team is 
going to need if they want to maintain their wild card standing. 

Seattle Kraken: Replacement level goaltending 

The Kraken are one of the stronger defensive teams in the league. They 
limit their shots against both at 5-on-5 and while shorthanded; in all 
situations they allow the eighth-lowest rate of shots against, at 56.3 per 
60 minutes. They also don’t allow too many attempts from the more 
dangerous areas of the ice by keeping their opponents out of the slot. 

While Seattle doesn’t allow many chances on the rush against, the few 
that trickle past the team often end up in the back of the net. Overall, 
their goaltenders just aren’t matching their level of play or responding 
well to their workloads. In 23 games Philipp Grubauer has now allowed 
18 more goals than expected in all situations. Chris Dredger’s let in 4.93 
more goals than expected over eight games. Their record would probably 
look quite a bit different with stronger netminding. 

New York Rangers: A redo 

The Rangers moved top-six winger Pavel Buchnevich to the St. Louis 
Blues without a sturdy plan to replace him. Now that most of their options 

for the right side have failed, they’re missing a key scorer to round out 
their top lines. While they’re clearly higher in the standings than most 
expected, sitting third in the division and fifth in the conference with 42 
points, there are holes in this team that could prove costly in crucial 
moments of the season. 

While New York’s improved as the season’s progressed, they’re only 
20th in their 5-on-5 expected goal creation. The Blues, on the other hand, 
rank sixth with their 2.75 expected goals for per 60, and Buchnevich has 
been a key part of it. 

Ottawa Senators: Support for goalers 

The Senators' defensive woes make life tough for their goaltenders. No 
one allows more shots at 5-on-5 (66.2 per 60) than Ottawa, and it’s not 
just a matter of shot quantity that’s ailing them. They allow the third-
highest rate of slot shots against (23.5 per 60), and let opponents drive 
right to the inner slot. On top of that, they’re below average offensively. 
So basically, their netminders have to be pretty perfect for this team to 
have a shot most nights -- and they’re not getting much help. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: A healing stone 

The Lightning managed last year without Nikita Kucherov, but this year, 
they’re feeling his absence and Brayden Point’s, who has been out since 
late November. While they have players stepping up -- including Ross 
Colton and Mathieu Joseph, along with Anthony Cirelli -- they don’t have 
the same reinforcements of years past (Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman, 
and Tyler Johnson) to help fill the void. 

Since Point’s been out of the lineup (and still Kucherov), the Lightning’s 
5-on-5 expected goal generation of 2.50 per 60 ranks 20th in the league. 
And they’ve really been hurting on the power play, creating just 4.69 
expected goals for per 60 that ranks 29th over that span. The positive is 
that the team’s still collecting points along the way, so they’ve been able 
to hold on without two of their best. But they’re going to need them back 
to really build on that playoff positioning in the second half of the season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gretzky: 'Not even a question' Ovechkin will become 
NHL's all-time leading goal scorer 

 

Ben Wronski 

December 22, 2021, 5:12 PM 

 

Records are made to be broken, as they say, even ones that seem 
insurmountable. 

The question of "Will Alexander Ovechkin break the NHL's all-time goals 
scored record?" has become slightly altered – we may have to replace 
"Will" with "When." At least that's what The Great One, Wayne Gretzky, 
believes. 

“It’s not even a question that he will pass me, and I think it’s great,” 
Gretzky told The New York Times last week. “He’s well on his way to 40 
or 50 goals this year, maybe more. There is no doubt that, ultimately, he 
will break the record.” 

With 752 career goals, Ovechkin sits fourth on the NHL's all-time list, 
behind Jaromir Jagr (766), Gordie Howe (801) and Gretzky (894). 

This season, Ovechkin has scored 22 goals, on pace for 57, and has 
already passed Marcel Dionne and Brett Hull on the all-time list. He also 
tied Dave Andreychuk as the all-time leader in power-play goals when he 
blasted home a signature one-timer against the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Dec. 15. 

Gretzky has enjoyed watching Ovechkin light it up, rooting for him every 
step of the way. 
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“I’m his biggest fan,” said Gretzky, whose 2,857 career points put him 
936 ahead of Jagr in second place and 1,490 ahead of Ovechkin. 

The two stay in contact, with Gretzky sending supportive texts when 
Ovechkin hits a rare dry spell, reminding the winger that goals will come, 
and sometimes in bunches. 

What makes Ovechkin's potential feat even more impressive is the fact 
that it's happening in the modern day and modern NHL. 

During the early-to-mid '80s, Gretzky's Oilers would consistently average 
five-plus goals scored per game, peaking in the 1983-84 season, when 
Edmonton registered a staggering 5.58 goals per game. That team 
boasted three 50-goal scorers with Gretzky (87), Glenn Anderson (54) 
and Jari Kurri (52). 

Compare that to Ovechkin's Capitals and the 2021-22 league average of 
roughly 2.9 goals scored per game, and things are put into perspective. 

Since Ovechkin has entered the league, in 2005-06, no other player has 
come close to matching his goal-scoring production, with Sidney Crosby 
next, at 490. To examine the full extent of Ovechkin's modern-day 
dominance, take a look at the top-10 goal scorers since 2005-06. 

Ovechkin's presence isn't just felt inside the net or on the boxscore, he is 
one of the most physical goal scorers in today's NHL and of all-time. 

According to the NHL Network's statistics, Ovechkin has tallied 3,160 
career hits through November. His 42 hits total this season equals that of 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl combined. 

“There’s a number of great goal scorers in the league,” teammate T.J. 
Oshie told the New York Times. “None of them hits like Ovi does. It’s 
what makes him so great. He’s a monster.” 

Sometimes the 6-foot-3", 240-pound Russian doesn't know his own 
strength. 

“He hugged me so hard once, I was like, ‘OK, I need to see the trainer,’” 
Oshie said. “He’s like a two-year-old puppy that doesn’t know how big he 
is.” 

Goal scoring and individual accolades had always come easy for 
Ovechkin, but it was his team's success and lifting the Stanley Cup that 
really drove him. 

Five years ago, Ovechkin and Gretzky went to dinner, where the former 
peppered the latter with questions. 

"What I found really nice was that he wasn’t asking me about scoring 
goals — he doesn’t need to ask anyone about that,” Gretzky said. “He 
wanted to know about getting his team over the line to win the Stanley 
Cup. It was refreshing.” 

Ovechkin finally raised Lord Stanley's trophy in June 2018, when the 
Capitals beat the Vegas Golden Knights in five games. Currently sitting 
second in the Metropolitan Division, Ovechkin and the Capitals may have 
another shot at a deep playoff run in 2022. 

With the pinnacle in sight, Ovechkin could defy logic and reason and 
catch Gretzky to reach the top of the NHL goal-scoring mountain. 

To reach such a peak, Ovechkin simply needs to keep doing what he's 
done since as long as he can remember. 

“I’ve always loved to score goals,” Ovechkin said in the Times interview. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.23.2021 

1196422 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Flames, city at impasse again after event centre deal stalls 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

December 22, 2021, 9:50 PM 

 

It has been less than three weeks since the Calgary Flames left Anaheim 
with a shootout win that put them atop the NHL standings. 

A monumental moment for an organization in desperate need of a 
turnaround. 

Since then the organization has dropped four games in a row, lost 20 
players and 33 staffers to COVID-19, had six games postponed, saw 
future arena capacity slashed by 50 per cent and have been told those 
patrons can’t eat or drink at the rink. 

Now the city’s event centre deal is dead. 

Again. 

Merry Christmas Flames fans. 

Talk about momentum swings. 

Mayor Jyoti Gondek broke the latest bad news in a series of tweets 
Tuesday night, saying a conversation with Calgary Sports and 
Entertainment Corp. chairman Murray Edwards confirmed the team was 
“pulling the plug” on the 19,000-seat venue that has been more than a 
decade in the making. 

She added that walking away from a $630 million project for 1.5 per cent 
of the value of the deal is “staggering.” 

Can it be saved? 

“I think it’s dead,” said a longtime city employee who has worked closely 
on the deal for many years. “The city moved the goalpost on the deal, not 
once, but twice. It’s one party acting in bad faith and the other saying 
goodbye.” 

Just like four years ago when differences between Mayor Naheed Nenshi 
and CSEC lead Ken King prompted the team to walk away from 
discussions, we are at a similar impasse. 

The straw that broke the camel’s back on the latest deal was the 
recently-introduced $19 million in sidewalk infrastructure/climate 
mitigation costs the city wanted CSEC to pay $10 million of. 

The team took exception to it being added after the building plans had 
been finalized and a development permit was approved last month. 

As part of the climate emergency Gondek announced shortly after being 
voted mayor this fall, the city wants solar panels on the new building as 
part of a cost of $4 million. 

Fair enough, as the Flames have pledged all along to make the state-of-
the-art building net-zero emissions by 2035. 

But that cost, and the added infrastructure cost thrown at CSEC as part 
of development permit conditions, was not previously identified by the 
city. 

The Flames felt blindsided by it. 

Keep in mind, the Flames had already agreed to shoulder the burden of 
more inevitable cost overruns related to construction moving forward, 
which is a considerable commitment given the supply chain issues and 
inflation stemming from the pandemic. 

Costs have already gone from $608.5 million in July to $634 million now. 

The Flames fired back late Tuesday with a press release outlining the 
ongoing cost increases they’d previously agreed to shoulder, followed by 
a Zoom availability with CSEC president and CEO John Bean 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“The accumulated cost increases for CSEC (since the original 50-50 
agreement) now total $81.5 million, which represents an increase of 30 
per cent relative to the original agreement reached in December 2019,” 
said Bean, whose club agreed two years ago to split the cost of the $550 
million building 50-50 before costs ballooned to $634 million, of which 
they’d pay $346.5 million. (The city would’ve paid $287.5 million) 
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“We were prepared to proceed on the basis of the cost estimate that 
came out of the design development. We got our heads around the $71 
million and future risk. So this isn’t us looking for a way out. 

“Being asked to pick up the $10 million for a cost we didn’t think should 
have been on the table to begin with is problematic, and it added to the 
decision.” 

Gondek said Wednesday she was waiting for the Flames to come back 
to the table. 

In the end, who can blame anyone for deciding that with so much 
uncertainty in the world today, now is not the time to stick one’s neck out 
on inevitable cost overruns for something of this magnitude? 

Besides, a deal like this requires sizable cheques written in advance by 
owners for a building the city would own. 

The CSEC would simply operate it for its teams, while also hosting world-
class concerts and events no longer suitable for the 38-year-old 
Saddledome. 

“We’re not looking for villains here -- these are very complicated 
decisions and complex projects,” said Bean. “No one makes a decision 
this large on one particular data point. It's an accumulation of issues. It 
came to a point where you kind of tap out and go 'OK, it's a little too 
risky.' 

“CSEC is determined there is no viable path forward to complete the 
construction of the event centre project.” 

Sure, the implied threat of moving their $680 million asset (according to 
Forbes) looms over any such impasse, but nothing of the sort was, or will 
be, uttered by the club. 

They’ll continue to play in the NHL's second-oldest building, putting the 
team at a competitive disadvantage on several fronts. 

The long-term reality is that without a new event centre the team can’t 
stay here long. 

If not for an ownership group comprised of several of the city’s biggest 
philanthropists, one would question why they continue insisting the team 
stay, instead of cashing out. 

History may certainly show this was just yet another bump on the way to 
eventually building the arena, which was recently slated to break ground 
in early 2022. 

But for that to happen, plenty more damage control and swallowing of 
pride will be necessary for the two sides to get back to the table. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The NHL’s 2022 Olympic dream dies: ‘It’s going to hurt for 
a while’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 21, 2021, 6:41 PM 

 

Judd Apatow wrote this simple yet brilliant scene for his 2007 comedy 
Knocked Up in which Paul Rudd and Seth Rogen’s characters are 
slouching on a park bench watching Rudd’s young daughter gleefully 
chase after freshly blown bubbles, clapping them into soap. 

“I wish I liked anything as much as my kid liked bubbles,” Rudd says. 
“Their smiling faces just point out your inability to enjoy anything.” 

“Am I gonna be OK, man?” Rogen says, equally miserable. 

“Oh. Who knows?” Rudd responds. “Is anybody OK? I’m not OK. You’re 
asking the wrong guy.” 

-- 

The older we get, the shorter our wish list does. 

Most grownups can afford their own cozy socks and hardcover novels 
and V-neck sweaters. Genuine excitement or surprise grows scarce. 
We’ve walked our share of parks and popped our share of bubbles. 

As a connoisseur of hockey, my favourite brand is best-on-best. 

I can tell you where I was when Gretzky set up Lemieux for the 6-5 goal 
in the 1987 Canada Cup. 

I can name all the family and friends freaking out in my parents’ den, 
hugging and screaming and jumping and smearing red and white face-
paint on each other when Crosby scored the Golden Goal in 2010. 

And I can point out the exact chair in the Sportsnet newsroom where I 
was sitting and typing when Canada repeated victory in Sochi on that big 
2014 ice, turning soccer scores into hockey history. 

All I wanted for Christmas was Connor McDavid and Sidney Crosby 
wearing Santa’s colours. McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon on the same 
line rush. Auston Matthews facing off against John Tavares in a tied 
medal game. And passionate fans on social media losing their marbles 
over why Doug Armstrong chose Tom Wilson over Ryan O’Reilly for 
Team Canada’s 13th forward. 

The virus, well, turns out that greedy grinch can infect your dreams too. 
Hand sanitizer and hospital masks be damned. 

As “cancel culture” continues to take on new meaning and we retreat into 
our holiday caves, the bad (if inevitable) news that the NHL will not 
participate in February’s Beijing Olympics hits fans like a rock of coal. 

Absolutely, it’s the safest choice. Definitely, it’s the smartest business 
choice for a league scrambling to shoehorn 82 games for everybody and 
hoist the seasonal schedule back on the rails. 

But, man, we could’ve used some Olympic bubbles to get excited about. 

As bitter as this day is for fans, the heartbreaks more for the players 
getting robbed. 

Victor Hedman was passed over by Sweden in ’14, his breakout 
campaign. Speaking safely over Zoom Tuesday, the best defenceman of 
the past four years said it’s “sad” he won’t be flying to China next month, 
that he’s wanted this for a long time. 

“It’s going to hurt for a while,” Hedman said. 

Hedman will be 35 the next time the Winter Games roll around. 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Hellebuyck disappointed he won't get opportunity to play in Olympics 

The same goes for Tavares — whose surge back into the top 10 in NHL 
scoring was at least partly driven by his inability to compete in Sochi’s 
medal rounds for Canada due to injury. 

“It’s definitely been a big motivating factor,” Tavares said on the day 
Maple Leafs training camp opened. 

“I would love the opportunity to play a second time. You go there not only 
as part of a hockey team but part of a bigger team representing your 
country and all of Canada. You know, I’d like to think there’s another 
chance in four years again, but as you get older, the chances get a little 
bit slimmer.” 

We think of Jack Eichel, busting his butt in rehab in hopes to heal fast 
enough to represent Team USA. 

We think of Canada’s Steven Stamkos. Like Tavares, he’s been tearing it 
up this year (34 points in 28 games, good for sixth overall in the Art Ross 
race). Like Eichel, Stamkos tried valiantly to recover from injury rep his 
country in Sochi… only to come up a little short. 

The 2026 Games in Milano Cortina open on the eve of Stamkos’s 36th 
birthday. Beijing was his shot. 

Matthews, already named to his first Olympic team, calls it “the biggest 
stage that it gets.” McDavid was eager. Crosby was keen. 
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“Those athletes have worked their entire life to be in consideration to go 
to the Olympics. Especially this era of player, basically their whole life 
that they've grown up, the best players — save for 2018 — have been at 
the Olympics,” Leafs GM Kyle Dubas said. “It's always been a great 
event and something they all aspire to when you talk to them.” 

We think of our recent phone conversation with Canadian bubble 
candidate Zach Hyman, and how strongly he responded when asked if 
he had the slightest reservation of flying to China in a pandemic. 

“No,” Hyman said, sharply. “If you have an opportunity like that, you go.” 

As the NHL’s positives multiplied over the past week, its Olympic outlook 
spun negatively. Tavares was “uneasy” about the uncertainty of protocol. 
McDavid found the idea of a weeks-long quarantine halfway around the 
globe “unsettling.” 

But outside of Swedish goalie Robin Lehner, few stars were saying they 
wanted out. 

U.S. goalie Connor Hellebuyck didn’t hide his glum Tuesday on a call 
with Winnipeg reporters. 

“If the next one’s in four years, I’ll be 32. I know I’ll still be playing my best 
hockey, but we’ll see if it’s the same story. It was going to be an 
awesome opportunity to play, but I guess that’s just what we have to deal 
with,” said Hellebuyck, who does not approve of the pause. 

"I can't speak for everyone, but the feeling for myself, it's a little overkill. 
You see leagues like the NFL who are adapting and, I think, doing things 
right. It sucks. But it's Christmastime, so we're enjoying the break. Going 
to use this as a little mental reset, see family, and enjoy the holidays." 

Remaining Time -0:48 

Why Hellebuyck thinks NHL pausing the season is 'a little overkill' 

American sniper Kyle Connor struck a bah humbug tone, too. 

“That sucks. Everybody was looking forward to this. We made this part of 
our collective bargaining agreement, as the players, to try and bring the 
Olympics back. It just creates so many memories,” Connor said. “If NHL 
players can’t go, that’s pretty disappointing.” 

On the topic of postponing league games, Connor added: “A lot of guys 
I’ve talked to aren’t even getting that sick.” 

Remaining Time -0:40 

Crosby feels for NHL players who might miss out on their Olympic 
opportunity 

As for Crosby, the poster boy of the NHL’s Olympic movement, he used 
the word “disappointing” more than once, summing up how so many of 
us feel these days, sour-faced on our park bench, watching bubbles drift 
into the ether. 

“I’ve been fortunate enough to be part of two. I definitely feel for the guys 
who have missed numerous opportunities,” Crosby said. 

“It’s not something where it’s the next year, or you push it a couple 
months. These are opportunities and experiences of a lifetime that you 
don’t get very many of as an athlete. You might only get one.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Top 5 Senators prospects: Jake Sanderson leads talented 
cast as WJC nears 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

December 21, 2021, 4:56 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators have largely built their roster through the draft and 
with prospects acquired via trade. 

And while the young core, led by Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris, Thomas 
Chabot, Drake Batherson and Tim Stützle is now fully entrenched on the 
team’s NHL roster, there remains an interesting mix of prospects in the 
system. 

Assuming the World Junior Championship in Edmonton and Red Deer is 
able to go off as scheduled, Senators fans will be tuning in to see several 
of Ottawa’s top prospects on display in the tournament, representing 
Canada, the United States and Finland. 

Understanding that prospect rankings are nearly as fluid as hockey 
scheduling in a pandemic, here is an arbitrary list of the Senators top five 
prospects, with comments from Senators development coach Shean 
Donovan. 

For the purposes of this list, we didn’t include players who are already 
NHL ready or close to it with multiple games of experience. Namely, Erik 
Brannstrom, Jacob-Bernard Docker and Lassi Thomson, who have all 
played for Ottawa this season. 

Jake Sanderson, 19, University of North Dakota (NCAA) 

GP: 15 │ G: 6 │ A: 13 │ PTS: 19 │ PIM: 4 

Position: Defence 

2022 WJC: USA 

Before playing a single NHL game, Jake Sanderson is already a source 
of hype in Ottawa. The upcoming world junior tournament should be a 
showcase for Sanderson’s all-around game and steady presence on the 
blueline as he captains Team USA. 

Donovan: “Jake is ready for pro hockey and he’s doing his thing. He 
wants to be a player so badly there is no stone unturned for him on 
anything, to be better. He went back (to UND) with a purpose. He didn’t 
go back and say, ‘oh, it will be fun to stay in North Dakota.’ He went back 
with the purpose of getting better. 

“I love that his game is based on defence-first, not offence-first. He plays 
like the Big D that you need now – he’s a big body, he’s 6-2, he skates 
and he logs big minutes. He’s one of those D that every team needs if 
they want to be good.” 

While he may not be “offence-first” in his thinking, Sanderson has turned 
some heads with his offensive game this fall. Though he has missed four 
of the Fighting Hawks' games with injury or illness, Sanderson has been 
a dominant player in the NCAA when he’s been in the lineup. If he can 
stay healthy he will be an early favourite to win the Hobey Baker Award. 

Ridly Greig, 19, Brandon Wheat Kings (WHL) 

GP: 19 │ G: 14 │ A: 14 │ PTS: 28 │ PIM: 46 

Position: Centre 

2022 WJC: CAN 

After a modest start, Greig has been on a tear with the WHL's Brandon 
Wheat Kings, proving what we already knew. Brandon’s captain needs to 
be playing in a higher league. He did play seven AHL games with 
Belleville last season and B-Sens head coach Troy Mann said he would 
have loved to have him this season as well. 

Donovan: “Ridly is like a Mike Peca type, smaller guy but he just plays so 
hard. Obviously, he also has the skill. Coaches love him. Troy Mann 
wishes he (Greig) would have got the 20 games or whatever it was he 
needed to get the exemption to play in the American League this year.” 

To say Greig plays with an edge would be an understatement. He has 
been suspended twice this year – including a two-gamer (one pre-season 
game, one regular-season game) during the NHL pre-season for a cross-
check on Winnipeg’s Pierre-Luc Dubois. He then earned a two-game 
suspension for an interference major and game misconduct while with 
Brandon in late November. Clearly, Greig has to learn not to cross the 
line while playing on the edge of it. 
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Greig will be all-in at the WJC for Canada, after missing last season’s 
tournament due to a positive COVID-19 test during the pre-tournament 
camp. 

Egor Sokolov, 21, Belleville Senators (AHL) 

GP: 18 │ G: 4 │ A: 10 │ PTS: 14 │ PIM: 6 

Position: Winger 

His many fans in Ottawa were pulling for the big, personable Russian to 
make the Senators out of training camp. He needed another year in the 
AHL, and though the goal-scoring touch isn’t as evident this year as last 
(15 goals in 35 games in 2020-21), that is largely because the B-Sens 
aren’t as strong offensively this season and have had a lot of disruptions 
due to emergency call-ups, especially on their defence. In time, Sokolov 
will get a chance to be a top-six right winger for Ottawa. Sokolov has no 
points in four games with the big club this year. 

Donovan: “Goals tend to come in bunches and I don’t think Belleville is 
super-skilled, either, as a group. But Soko is nearly at a point a game, 
he’s working on his game and hasn’t gone off the gas. He’s come a long 
way as a player and that’s what everyone is excited about. He was a 
bigger guy before the draft and is slim and fit, now. He’s counted on a lot 
there, which is good for a young guy.” 

How Egor Sokolov formed unbreakable bond with billet family in Cape 
Breton 

Mads Sogaard, 21, Belleville Senators (AHL) 

Record: 6-5-0 │ GAA: 2.59 │ SV%: .915 

Position: Goalie 

After a couple of rough starts early in the season, Sogaard has 
rebounded to be a pillar of strength for the B-Sens. At 6-7, Sogaard is 
known for his size but is getting to be just as well known for his 
positioning and mobility for a big man. 

Donovan: “He’s obviously a huge kid, and a really nice kid. He’s the type 
of kid who’s picking up pucks after practice. He moves so well that you 
think sometimes he’s not that big. That’s a pretty impressive unit, right 
there.” 

Roby Jarventie, 19, Belleville Senators (AHL) 

GP: 21 │ G: 3 │ A: 6 │ PTS: 9 │ PIM: 8 

Position: Winger 

2022 WJC: FIN 

Somewhat typical of European-based prospects who don’t play any 
junior hockey in North America, Jarventie has had a steep learning curve 
in the AHL. But as a big kid (6-3) with a lot of skill, the Senators will give 
Jarventie every chance to show he was a solid choice at 33rd overall in 
the 2020 draft. 

Donovan: “We felt Belleville was a good choice for Roby because we 
trust Troy (Mann) so much. There are coaches who wouldn’t want that 
task – but Troy’s group is dealing with a young kid, a late-year birthday 
(Aug. 8). So, he’s adjusting but he has some top-six NHL skill. It’s just the 
consistency of playing with it every night. And just dealing with being a 
pro here in North America.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

WJC WATCH 

Along with Jake Sanderson, Ridly Greig and Roby Jarventie, cited above, 
the Senators will have two other prospects to focus on at the junior 
worlds. Goaltender Leevi Merilainen and defenceman Tyler Kleven. 

Leevi Merilainen, 19, Kingston Frontenacs (OHL) 

Record: 14-4-3 │ GAA: 3.19 │ SV%: .897 

Position: Goalie 

2022 WJC: FIN 

Though he was on Finland’s roster last year, Merilainen didn’t see any 
action in the 2021 WJC. That should change this year, and the Senators 
organization is certainly hoping that Merilainen is Finland’s starter in the 
junior tournament. Merilainen is quick and positionally sound. He has 
also improved down the stretch with Kingston. On Dec. 7, he was named 
the OHL goalie of the week after stopping 48 of 49 shots combined in two 
games vs Oshawa and Ottawa. 

Donovan: “I like Merilainen. He’s athletic, he’s catching the puck really 
well. It was an adjustment at the start because there are so many 
breakdowns in junior. But I’ve watched him play a bunch, he makes 
some really big saves and he’s a good goalie – a big, tall (6-3) kid like all 
of them are now. He’s not as big as Sogaard but he’s got a chance for 
sure.” 

Tyler Kleven, 19, University of North Dakota (NCAA) 

GP: 19 │ G: 4 │ A: 2 │ PTS: 6 │ PIM: 58 

Position: Defence 

2022 WJC: USA 

Kleven joins Sanderson, Shane Pinto and Jacob Bernard-Docker in the 
long line of Senators’ UND prospects. And he represents a unique 
package as a very large, intense defender. Already 6-4 and 200 pounds 
while still a teenager, Kleven brings the demeanour of a Zdeno Chara to 
the rink. He could turn out to be a steal for Ottawa at 44th overall in the 
second round of the 2020 draft. 

Donovan: “Kleven is a hidden gem, to be honest. He’s a big, heavy kid 
who is mean, and he is going to mean (as a pro). So, for me, he’s up 
there in that top group of prospects.” 
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TSN.CA / Is there still a glimmer of hope Flames’ new arena deal can be 
revived? 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Is the difference between having a new multimillion-dollar arena for the 
Calgary Flames three seasons from now and the team remaining in the 
National Hockey League’s second-oldest rink a paltry $9.7 million 
(roughly 12 per cent of the team’s current payroll)? 

Yes and no. 

On Tuesday evening, Calgary Mayor Jyoti Gondek announced that the 
$600 million-plus Event Centre arena project was done for after she had 
a call with Murray Edwards, primary shareholder of Calgary Sports and 
Entertainment Corporation (CSEC), the ownership group of the Flames, 
where he indicated that CSEC could not make up the above difference. 

“There was additional funding that had to be taken on by Calgary Sports 
and Entertainment Corporation,” the mayor told reporters on Tuesday 
evening.  

“It appears that they are unable to make that financial commitment.” 

On Wednesday, CSEC CEO John Bean gave further context on how the 
long-awaited deal with the city fell apart.  

“Unfortunately, there are now $19 million of new cost items related to 
infrastructure and climate being insisted upon by the city, for which they 
are seeking an additional $10 million in funding from CSEC,” Bean said. 

“While CSEC was prepared to move forward in the face of escalating 
construction costs and assume the unknown future construction cost 
risks, CSEC was not prepared to fund the infrastructure and climate 
costs that were introduced by the city following our July [2021] 
agreement.” 
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The July 2021 Events Centre agreement (which, then as a city councilor, 
Gondek did not endorse) was made after the initial 2019 deal that she 
supported had cost overruns that sent its estimated price tag from $550 
million to $608.5 million. As part of the latest agreement, the City of 
Calgary would have contributed $287.5 million, or approximately 47 per 
cent. CSEC would have been responsible for $321 million, as well as 
certain cost overruns that they have disputed. 

Bean stressed that the agreement did not fall apart over that $9.7 million 
sum, but rather accumulated cost overruns that would likely have 
increased even more once shovels hit the ground, which was expected 
early in the new year.  

“Included the newly-introduced cost related to infrastructure and climate, 
the accumulated cost increases for CSEC now total $81.5 million, which 
represents an increase of 30 per cent relative to the original agreement 
reached in December of 2019,” Bean said. 

Climate change is a major element of those cost overruns.  

In one of her first acts as mayor after being elected in October of 2021, 
Gondek declared a climate state of emergency in Calgary. The centre 
would have had a LEED Silver certification, an environment credential 
administered by the U.S. Green Building Council. CSEC endorsed that 
initiative. CSEC was also required to have solar panels on the roof of the 
new complex, and for it to be a net-zero operation by 2035, 11 years 
after it was scheduled to have opened.  

“We’re supportive of both [requirements] but what we struggle with is 
being asked to fund those additional requirements,” Bean said.  

“We’re happy to support the city if they wanted to [fund them] and we 
suggested that perhaps they could find funding for those two elements.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic has also complicated – among everything else 
in the world – procuring raw materials for mass infrastructure projects. 

“It’s actually hard for anyone to grab a crystal ball and say, ‘Yeah we 
know exactly what your cost of steel is going to be. We know exactly 
when it’s going to land in your yard,’” Bean said. 

“We were prepared for the cost escalation we faced, and we even got our 
head around supply chain.” 

While both sides have announced their intention to walk away from the 
deal, that process has not formally begun from a legal standpoint yet.  

Flames fans hoping to witness victories in a state-of-the-art facility (and 
Calgarians anticipating that the facility would help revitalize a downtown 
fallen on hard times) have to hope that this week’s news remains just that 
– public posturing without following through on steps to actually terminate 
the agreement. 

The Flames’ home rink, at least for now, will remain the aging Scotiabank 
Saddledome, which opened in 1983. 

After Bean’s comments, Gondek hinted that there might be a glimmer of 
hope yet. 

"We have not closed the door,” she told reporters.  

“We're simply waiting for them to come back and say that they found the 
money." 
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TSN.CA / For one hockey family, impact of alleged abuse at a top 
Canadian prep school lingers 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Warning: This story contains graphic content and language that may be 
upsetting to some readers. 

Todd Tisdale arrived on the campus of Athol Murray College of Notre 
Dame in the fall of 1986, excited at the chance to mature and develop his 
hockey skills at a prairie boarding school famous for grooming talent. 

Todd's older brother, Tim, had attended Notre Dame a year earlier, 
helping the team secure a national championship before going on to win 
the 1989 Memorial Cup with the Swift Current Broncos and later play pro 
hockey in the Edmonton Oilers’ farm system. 

While then-15-year-old Todd wasn't good enough to play for the school’s 
top-level Hounds, he hoped that playing on one of its development teams 
might lead to a stint in junior hockey. 

But only six weeks after arriving at the school in Wilcox, Sask., Todd 
phoned his mother, saying he needed her to pick him up. He was quitting 
school. 

“Todd was so excited to go to Notre Dame, a happy-go-lucky teenager, 
so full of love and fun,” Todd’s mother Linda Tisdale said in an interview. 

That all changed in a matter of weeks. Until now, Todd has never shared 
the full extent of what he says happened to him at Notre Dame. 

Todd says he was the victim of a series of vicious sexual, physical and 
psychological assaults during his brief time at Notre Dame, incidents that 
he says continue to scar him 35 years later. Todd says he has been 
fighting to get an apology from officials and an acknowledgement of what 
he claims happened to him on campus since 1999, when he first 
contacted the school about his alleged abuse. 

“I want to give a voice to students who attended Notre Dame who were 
abused,” Todd said in an interview. “I want to give myself closure after 
years of mental anguish because of my experiences at the school. I’m 
hoping by telling my story that others will not be ashamed to come 
forward with their own experiences. I want the school to be accountable 
for the abuse that happened to me there.” 

Todd filed a negligence lawsuit against the school in 2018 in Regina, but 
the litigation stalled because his attorney fell ill. 

Spencer Edwards, a Saskatoon-based attorney, told TSN he now 
represents Todd but has not reviewed all the court filings. 

“In 2018, Todd Tisdale started a lawsuit naming Athol Murray College of 
Notre Dame as the only Defendant, claiming damages for abuse he is 
alleged to have suffered at the hands of other students while he was a 
student in 1986,” Notre Dame president Rob Palmarin wrote in an 
emailed statement. 

“The lawsuit has been defended and is still before the Court. Athol 
Murray College of Notre Dame cannot comment further on this matter 
publicly at this time while the lawsuit is still underway.” 

Notre Dame asked a court in a Dec. 10 filing to direct Todd to be 
questioned about his allegations by the school's attorney in Regina next 
February. Notre Dame wrote that it was willing to pay Todd $1,156 for 
four days’ worth of expenses related to the questioning. 

Todd said he went to the school nurse because of the random beatings 
at least twice a week, his parents were never notified by the school about 
what was happening. 

In a separate Dec. 10 court filing, Notre Dame wrote that the location of 
Todd's school records is unknown and that it's also unknown when those 
documents went missing. 

Palmarin refused to answer specific questions about Todd's allegations. 

Todd said he arrived at Notre Dame from his family home in Swift 
Current, Sask., on Sept. 7, 1986, was assigned to a dormitory, and was 
given a timetable to begin Grade 11 courses. He eagerly looked up the 
dates for hockey tryouts. 

Todd understood that his hockey talent might never approach that of his 
brother, who played a season earlier for Notre Dame’s famous Hounds 
team that toured North America, played top competition, and won a 
national championship. Even so, Todd said he figured that with the right 
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coaching, he might develop into a player who’d do well in the 
Saskatchewan Junior Hockey League. 

But within his first few hours on the school’s remote campus, Todd’s 
attention was whipsawed away from thoughts of the rink. 

Todd says he was advised by other students about Notre Dame’s hazing 
culture, where returning students would have control over the “new 
boys.” If a senior student wanted anything from chocolate milk, a pizza 
pop, or laundry dropped off to be cleaned, the “new boys” were expected 
to comply. 

A few weeks into the school year, Todd said the beatings started. It was 
around the time Todd said he tried out for and secured a spot on Notre 
Dame’s team in the provincial Father David Bauer League, a Double-A 
league that played in the shadow of the Hounds. 

Decades later, the Tisdales still struggle to process Todd’s abuse and 
how it has affected every aspect of their lives. 

“Guys would call me into a room, they would trash-talk another student, 
get me to say bad things about another student behind his back,” Todd 
said. “I’d have to call him a ‘jerk-off’ or a ‘dink’, and then the boy we were 
insulting would jump out of a closet and start punching me. The other 
three guys laughed watching him beat on me. I had bruising on my arms, 
ribs and shoulders and went to the school nurse and told her what 
happened. She looked me over and let me go without any follow up.” 

Todd said he would be randomly attacked while walking down the 
hallway of his dorm, punched in the chest or stomach, “having the wind 
knocked out of me… I eventually was afraid to enter and walk down the 
hallways of the dorms. It got so bad that I was afraid to leave my room.” 

Todd said he went to the school nurse because of the random beatings 
at least twice a week, his parents were never notified by the school about 
what was happening. 

Todd said his abuse intensified as he spent more time on campus. He 
said one boy urinated on him while he was in a shower stall. 

“We had hot [plates] in our dorm rooms,” Todd said. “One day, I was 
called into another dorm room to eat some Kraft Dinner. The boys had 
cooked it with their own piss [instead of water] and I was forced to eat it. I 
knew that they had cooked it in piss but was too afraid not to eat it. There 
was no choice.” 

Another day, Todd said he didn’t make his bed and was put on “workout 
detail.” 

At 10 p.m. that evening, he said he and several other younger students 
were escorted by four older students to the TV room, where the dorm 
supervisor was sitting. 

The senior students surrounded the younger ones, Todd said, and 
demanded they start doing push-ups and then the “Roman chair, which is 
where you put your back to the wall and squat down, knees at 90-degree 
angle, and hold the position. All the time, we were forced to drink warm 
water, they got out towels, wet them and ‘rat-tailed us’ [snapped them 
with wet towels]. We were hit in the body at least five times. I did sit-ups 
and push-ups until I vomited in a five-gallon barrel that was in the room.” 

The dorm supervisor walked out of the TV room 30 minutes after the 
hazing began without saying anything, Todd said. 

On other occasions, Todd says he was choked by a senior student until 
he passed out and forced to give senior students massages with lotion 
on their shoulders, arms and chest. 

“Some of them would ask for ‘snaky fingers,’ where I would take the tops 
of my fingernails and drag them down their backs lightly,” Todd said. “It 
was done in a very sexual manner that would take anywhere from five to 
10 minutes or until they told me to stop. Sometimes some of the boys 
would want me to massage their buttocks. They would pull their pants 
down slightly and tell me to massage their bare buttocks.” 

In October 1986, Todd said he was in his dorm room when a senior 
student grabbed him and dragged him into another room where around 
10 students were sitting on the four bunk beds. 

“There was already a student standing near the east side of the room 
about five feet from the wall with his pants undone and a shoe string 

around his penis,” Todd said. “He looked scared. I didn’t say anything. I 
was told to stand facing the other student and to unzip my pants and 
expose my own penis. I did. A senior boy handled my penis and tied the 
other end of the string that was attached to the other boy’s penis to mine. 
We were both told to pull backwards until our backs hit the wall behind 
us. We were not allowed to use our hands. The one whose back touched 
the wall would be the winner.” 

Todd said he started to pull back and after a minute, the skin on his penis 
was stretching and starting to bleed. 

“My back hit the wall,” Todd said. “Because I was declared to be the 
winner, I removed the string from my penis and was allowed to leave. 
The other boy had to stay and have another fight with someone else… I 
didn’t go to the nurse. I was done with her by this point.” 

On Nov. 1, Todd left the school and spent the night at his girlfriend’s 
home in Regina. 

Three Notre Dame students sent by school administrators drove to 
Regina and took Todd back to school. The following day, Todd said, his 
mother arrived to take him home. 

Before he had a chance to leave the school, the dorm supervisor told 
Todd and his mother that he was being expelled for leaving the school 
without permission and that his alleged abuse was being investigated. 

Correspondence between Todd and former Notre Dame president Terry 
O’Malley establishes that Todd first brought forward his abuse complaints 
to the school 13 years after he left the school. 

“I was at Notre Dame in 1999 when you brought our attention to your 
ongoing stressful situation,” O’Malley wrote in a Nov. 17, 2004, letter to 
Todd. “The College asked the RCMP to investigate with the prospect of 
charges being laid on the lads involved… nothing came of it. 

“I will put your request for action to our own counsel and ask for advice.” 

Todd says he never heard back from O’Malley. 

O’Malley, now an assistant hockey coach at the University of Regina, 
said in an interview that he assumed Notre Dame's legal department 
would handle Todd's complaint. He said he was sorry for not responding. 

"I don't see why the school can't apologize to Todd for what happened," 
O'Malley said. "I apologize to him right now for not getting back to him." 

Tim said he thinks the school blacklisted the Tisdale family after Todd’s 
complaints. After leaving Notre Dame, Tim was a member of the Swift 
Current Broncos’ Memorial Cup-winning team in 1989. Then he played 
seven years of pro hockey, mostly in the American and East Coast 
Hockey Leagues. 

“Notre Dame has recognized every alumnus who went on to play pro 
hockey of any kind, every player but me,” Todd said. “You won’t find a 
picture of me anywhere on that campus.” 

Correspondence between Todd and O’Malley establishes that Todd first 
brought forward his abuse complaints to the school 13 years after he left 
the school. 

Decades later, the Tisdales still struggle to process Todd’s abuse and 
how it has affected every aspect of their lives. 

“Notre Dame’s motto is struggle and emerge,” Todd said. “What 
happened to me takes that to a whole new level.” 

Tim feels like he has lost his brother. 

“We haven’t had a lot of conversations about what happened to him at 
Notre Dame,” Tim said. “He was never the same person after going 
there. It’s been a long time since I’ve seen him smile.” 

As an adult, Todd has drifted between both jobs and relationships and 
has had a hard time establishing trust with anyone. 

About a year ago, Tim asked former NHL player and sexual abuse 
survivor Theoren Fleury to speak with Todd about his struggles. Fleury 
said he talks to Todd two or three times every week. 

"He's like the thousands of people who have shared their stories of 
abuse with me," Fleury said. "As much as we want to suppress it and not 
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talk about it, you can't tell me that abuse isn't one of the epidemics on the 
planet." 

Fleury said he's disappointed that Notre Dame has refused to apologize 
to Todd. 

"What they are doing is typical if you look at Penn State and USA 
Gymnastics and the Chicago Blackhawks," Fleury said. "It's almost like 
they have a script. First denial, then try to get rid of the story as quickly 
as possible. Am I shocked they won't apologize? No. If this was a Notre 
Dame graduate like Rod Brind'Amour or Curtis Joseph it might be 
different. But it's not. It's Todd Tisdale." 

Linda Tisdale said she worries about Todd's future. 

“Todd was the happiest member of our family as a boy,” she said. “What 
happened to him at Notre Dame forever changed all of us, sent him into 
a spiral of depression that he still struggles with today. He’s struggled to 
even find a doctor who can help him. He struggles every single day of his 
life.” 

Linda Tisdale said she contacted Notre Dame’s Palmarin on Aug. 25, 
2015, after Todd returned from hospital following one of several suicide 
attempts. 

“I wanted answers, Todd wanted answers,” she said. “Rob Palmarin told 
me they couldn’t find any of his school records, couldn’t find any record 
of him being at the school and suggested I just contact the provincial 
ministry of education. Then he said that I might be happy to know this 
[hazing] doesn’t happen anymore. How can he say that 100 per cent? 
And how could he think I would be happy? This horrible situation with 
Todd has been on my mind all the time for so long.” 
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TSN.CA / Bourque goes from tears to Team Canada's top six 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Team Canada practised at the Downtown Community Arena in 
Edmonton on Tuesday.  

Mavrik Bourque sustained a shoulder injury in a Quebec Major Junior 
Hockey League game on Oct. 29 and, initially, it looked like the 
Shawinigan forward may miss the World Juniors.  

"I was concerned a lot," the 19-year-old said. "At first, we didn't know 
what was going on and how long I was supposed to be out. I was 
stressed. One day they told me it was two months, so I was crying a little 
bit. I called my agent and he told me to go one day at a time." 

The injury wasn't as severe as first thought and Bourque returned in early 
December, picking up eight points in two games before leaving for 
Hockey Canada's selection camp.  

"I put a lot of work in during my rehab," Bourque, a Dallas Stars first-
round pick in 2020, said. "I worked hard on the ice. I was doing some 
[conditioning] skates and stuff like that. I kept the smile during this time 
and I'm here now." 

Bourque, who has 20 points in 10 games this season, started Canada's 
training camp as the team's fourth-line centre. A couple days ago, he was 
move up to the right wing spot on the second line alongside 
Peterborough's Mason McTavish and Michigan's Kent Johnson.  

"I think I can complete this line," Bourque said. "I'm a guy who's 
responsible both ways and I know what I have to do."  

"He plays a 200-foot game," said Team Canada assistant coach Louis 
Robitaille. "He's just an all-around good player. He can do all the details 
right. He's sound defensively and I think he has the hockey sense to play 

with two elite guys like that. He can play in the middle. He can cover if 
Macker gets on the forecheck, which is his type of game." 

Bourque's ability to take faceoffs, as a natural centre, also helps solidify 
that unit.  

"It's good for us to have two centremen on that line, one righty and one 
lefty," Robitaille noted. "I think that will be a big asset for us." 

Bourque is also on Team Canada's top power-play unit. At Tuesday's 
practice, he and McTavish rotated between the bumper and net-front 
spots.  

"I was very comfortable," the native of Plessisville, Que. said. "It was my 
first time net front. Sometimes I was bumper. I know what I have to do. I 
know [Cole] Perfetti and Johnson are two pretty good guys on the wall, 
and I just have to be ready and pick up the loose puck and give it back to 
them. I know they'll make plays."  

This is an unfamiliar role for Bourque.  

"I play on the wall [usually] and I know what my net-front guy needs to do 
so I know what I need to do," he said. "I'm not really stressed about this." 

McTavish saw some time as a net-front guy on the power play when he 
started the year with the Anaheim Ducks in the National Hockey League.  

"Definitely taken some stuff I learned from there and tried to implement 
that into these practices," the third-overall pick in July's draft said. "I like 
it. I'm a bigger guy. I like to score goals around the net and retrieve pucks 
and get the loose pucks."  

McTavish stands 6-foot, 213 pounds and that physical maturity makes 
him a force below the dots.  

"He's going to be difficult to get out of the front of the net," noted Team 
Canada assistant coach Michael Dyck, who oversees the power play. 
"He's really good at retrieving pucks in that trapezoid area."  

"He's so strong," observed Regina Pats phenom Connor Bedard. "You 
watch him in the corner and he kind of just man handles a lot of guys." 

Most of Canada's players operate on the flank of the power play for their 
club teams, so this training camp is an adjustment. Bedard has seen 
some reps as the man in the middle on the second unit. It's a spot he 
played at the World Under-18 Championship.  

"The most important part is retrievals," the 16-year-old noted. "Obviously, 
you're there and can get chances in front and have really good looks, but 
you have to be a really good support valve for the flanks and for the low 
guy." 

Another interesting power-play wrinkle on Tuesday saw reps featuring 
two defencemen – Everett's Olen Zellweger and Charlottetown's Lukas 
Cormier – with the second unit.  

"It will be at the end of the two minutes," Robitaille noted. "They're two 
offensive-minded defencemen." 

What's the key on the penalty kill for Team Canada?  

"The main thing is trying to have good pressure," said Brandon's Ridly 
Greig. "That's been the main message. On rims, on backhands, try and 
pressure as much as you can and down ice, as well, if you can."  

Vancouver's Justin Sourdif and Greig will be key penalty killers for Team 
Canada.  

"Ever since I was 16, 17 in the Western Hockey League, I've kind of 
killed a lot," Greig, an Ottawa Senators prospect, noted. "It's my natural 
suit, I think." 

Greig has earned praised from his teammates for how he uses his stick.  

"Whenever I can get the puck with a poke check, I try and use it in that 
way," he said. 

"It's that and it's his speed too," said Bedard, who plays against Greig in 
the WHL. "His stride is so effortless and he's so fast. He's able to break 
up a lot of plays."  

Speed is a big part of what makes Sourdif a good penalty killer as well.   
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"He's a great skater," noted Dyck, who coaches Sourdif in Vancouver. 
"He's smart. He's got a great stick. He's persistent on pucks. He 
understands when he can pressure and when he's got to be in good 
position. Certainly, one of our better killers in Vancouver. His ability to get 
up and down the ice quickly makes him a really good penalty killer."   

Greig and Sourdif are also playing together at even strength as part of 
Canada's shutdown line. The WHL rivals were roommates in Banff before 
Hockey Canada shifted to individuals rooms.  

"He's a pretty big goof," said Greig. "He might be a little bit quiet 
sometimes, but he's into random stuff all the time. He's pretty funny in the 
room." 

Canada bringing new identity to World Juniors 

The identity of this year’s Team Canada isn’t high-end skill. Canada 
always brings boatloads of talent to the World Juniors, but what makes 
this year’s squad a little bit different is the blue-collar element. This is a 
team that will beat you up on the scoreboard, and in the corner, and as 
TSN's Mark Masters reports, there’s one line that has emerged as 
Canada’s identity line. 

With no Ontario Hockey League season last year, Donovan Sebrango 
played 31 games for Grand Rapids in the American Hockey League. 
That made him eligible to return to the AHL this season. The professional 
experience gave the defenceman momentum heading into Hockey 
Canada's World Junior selection camp.  

"There's older, faster, stronger guys, so it prepared me to step right in 
and be around the best players in my age group," Sebrango said.  

After learning he made Team Canada, the first person Sebrango called 
was his mom.  

"She was crying as soon as I told her," Sebrango said. "She just couldn't 
believe it ... She's my rock. She's my everything. Growing up, as a single 
parent, she had to be a father and a mom to me. I owe the world to her 
and owe her this tournament to come out on top." 

Kim Sebrango is planning to be in the stands in Edmonton.  

"I'll definitely have some goosebumps looking up and seeing her in the 
crowd cheering, probably crying too, so it will definitely be a cool 
experience," the 19-year-old said.  

Sebrango, a third-round pick of the Detroit Red Wings in 2020, was 
among Team Canada's final cuts at last year's selection camp. He's 
learned how to handle adversity from his mom, who was in a serious car 
accident in 2017. It left her with a severe brain injury. Having a service 
dog has helped her cope and Donovan has started working with the 
National Service Dogs organization.  

"Service Dogs really helped her through her process of recovery so just 
trying to use my platform," he said. "Once I saw that organization, it was 
an easy step for me to join. It means a lot to my family and me."  

Shortly after signing his entry-level contract with the Red Wings earlier 
this year, Sebrango bought him mom a golden retriever.  

"He's just a couple months old now and he's getting in trouble a lot so 
far," Sebrango said with a smile. 

Robitaille is handling the opponent pre-scout as part of his role on Team 
Canada's staff. Will having just one pre-tournament game make that 
process trickier?  

"It is a challenge, but we'll do our work," Robitaille said. "The European 
teams have been playing, you know, games back in November." 

Canada's first and only pre-tournament game is on Thursday against 
Russia. This year, the Russians have a new head coach in Sergei Zubov, 
who replaces Igor Larionov.  

"Offensively, they'll look to spread the zone," Robitaille said. "They'll play 
the Russian game. They're really quick on counters. They want to create 
on the rush. They want to use their speed and go on three-on-twos and 
four-on-twos. It will be important to play our style of game and play the 
puck deep against them. They'll hold the blue line so if you're not 
managing the puck well, that's what they want." 
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USA TODAY / NHL players are out of Winter Olympics: Who is hurt most 
by decision to withdraw from Beijing? 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The NHL has pulled out of the Beijing Olympics in the wake of rising 
COVID-19 cases and game postponements. 

League players participated in five Olympics from 1998 to 2014 but didn't 
go to the 2018 Games in Pyeongchang. The NHL had promised a return 
for the 2022 Winter Games as part of its collective bargaining agreement, 
but the number of postponements forced the league to abandon the two-
week Olympic break in order to reschedule games. 

The next opportunity for NHL players to suit up for their countries' 
Olympic teams will be in 2026 for the Milano-Cortina Games in Italy. 

Who is hurt most by the decision to withdraw from Beijing? 

NBC 

The Olympics are supposed to be best-on-best. Now the men's hockey 
tournament won't be. Instead of getting to showcase high-profile players 
such as Connor McDavid, Sidney Crosby, Alex Ovechkin, Patrick Kane 
and Leon Draisaitl, NBC will have to feature players who might not be 
household names. But the Olympics are about the flag, so hockey fans 
might still watch, even though the quality won't be as strong. 

Sidney Crosby, Pittsburgh Penguins 

He scored the golden goal in overtime of the 2010 Olympics 
championship game in Vancouver against the Americans and scored in 
the gold medal game in 2014 as Canada repeated. He already had been 
named to Beijing and likely would have been Canada's captain. But he'll 
be 38 in 2026. This might have been his last chance to go. 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals 

The Capitals captain, having a dominating season, also had been an 
early selection. He would have been a key player as Russia defended its 
gold medal. He'll be 40 in 2026, though he'll still be under NHL contract 
at the time. 

Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Lightning captain was named to the 2014 Games, but he wasn't able 
to recover in time from a November broken leg and couldn't go. He was 
in the mix to make his Olympic debut for Canada in Beijing. 

Stamkos will turn 36 during the 2026 Olympics. 

"The Olympic card just hasn't worked out in my favor," he told reporters. 
"It sucks. You grow up dreaming of winning the Stanley Cup and I've 
been able to accomplish that and then you grow up representing your 
country at the Olympics and winning a gold medal and that's something I 
probably won't have a chance to do now."  

Nicklas Backstrom, Capitals 

He won silver in 2014 but was pulled before the gold medal game 
because he failed a doping test for taking the medicine Zyrtec-D to treat 
his sinusitis. Sweden would have been a challenger to get to the gold 
medal game this year and give Backstrom another chance. 

Connor Hellebuyck, Winnipeg Jets 

As a former Vezina Trophy winner, Hellebuyck would have been a 
prominent goaltender for Team USA. By the time 2026 rolls around, 
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Thatcher Demko and Spencer Knight should be established as the top 
U.S. goaltenders. 

Team Canada and Team USA 

They met twice in the gold medal game during the NHL era and Canada 
has won three times. Both talent pools are deep enough that many 
deserving players would not have made the roster. Now, both countries 
will have to build a team featuring minor leaguers, players in European 
leagues and college players. European countries will be able to draw the 
top players from their respective leagues. Canada, then the defending 
champion, won bronze in 2018 and the Americans were ousted in the 
quarterfinals. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 12.23.2021 

 


