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Carolina Hurricanes send record number of prospects to 2022 IIHF World Junior tourney

By Chip Alexander 

Derek Stepan still recalls so much about the 2010 World 
Junior Championship — especially how it ended. 

There was the packed rink in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and 
so many of the fans Canadian. The intensity of the gold-
medal game between Team USA, captained by Stepan, and 
Team Canada, which was after a sixth consecutive gold. The 
noise, the clamor in the building with the championship game 
headed to overtime. 

“We were up two goals with about four minutes left and 
(Canada) scored twice and then we were going to overtime,” 
said Stepan, now in his first year with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. “We were in the locker room but the building was 
so loud we could still hear it. It was super loud.” 

And soon to be very quiet. Defenseman John Carlson scored 
off the rush early in overtime to give Team USA a 6-5 victory 
and the gold medal. The on-ice celebration was a big one, 
helmets and gloves quickly thrown aside for a group hug. 

Advice for the Next Generation 

leven years after the fact and deep into his NHL career, 
Stepan claims the 2010 IIHF World Juniors as one of his 
best hockey memories. The veteran center also hopes the 
10 players from the Hurricanes organization set to compete 
in the 2022 World Juniors in Canada — tying a tournament 
record — come away with something that helps shape their 
hockey careers and also be a keepsake memory. 

“It was kind of the first NHL exposure that landed on me, “ 
Stepan said Tuesday. “I was at the University of Wisconsin 
and I was drafted (in 2008) but I don’t think I was on any 
radars until after that tournament. For me, it was a big step.” 

Stepan, a native of Hastings, Minnesota, made his NHL 
debut in the 2010-11 season for the New York Rangers. He’s 
now with the Canes and one of 13 Hurricane players who 
have World Juniors experience in their background. 

“I played twice and the first time didn’t go that well but the 
second time we ended up winning the whole tournament,” 
said Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen, who was Finland’s 
captain in 2014. “That was for me. for sure, a big booster in 
my career. It was an awesome time.” 

Stepan’s advice to the Canes’ group headed to the World 
Juniors? 

“The biggest thing is that it’s easy to think there’s a lot of 
pressure and a lot of people watching, but you have to have 
fun with the tournament,” he said. “You get to play with some 
of the best talent in your country. It’s a blast. Try to enjoy the 
moment. Obviously you want to play well and you have to 
work hard but you’ve got to have fun with your teammates or 
you’re just wasting time and wasting your Christmas break.” 

Starts Next Week 

The 2022 World Juniors will be held in Edmonton and Red 
Deer, Alberta, from Sunday through Jan. 5, 2022. There’s 
always the specter of COVID-19 and the recent outbreaks, 
but organizers are hopeful of getting the tournament 
completed by taking all the proper health and safety 
measures. Arena capacity will be limited to 50 percent. 

No NHL team will have more players in the World Juniors 
this year than the Canes, and four of the 10 were seventh-
round draft picks by Carolina. Only the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
in 2002 and 2003, have sent 10 players to a single World 
Juniors event. 

Assistant general manager Darren Yorke oversees the 
organization’s amateur scouting, which has been challenging 
during the pandemic. 

“Our scouting staff did a great job the last three to four 
years,” Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
said last week. “To have four guys drafted in the seventh 
round is a credit to the work they do.” 

The Hurricanes’ Contingent 

Here’s a look at the Canes’ contingent for the 2022 World 
Juniors (with height, weight, current team): 

D Scott Morrow, Team USA 

6-2, 195, UMass, NCAA Hockey East 

Taken in the second round of the 2021 draft, the 19-year-old 
has been a point-a-game player this season at UMass. 
Ranks among NCAA Division I leaders this season in goals 
by a D-man. A right-shot defenseman. 

D Ronan Seeley, Canada 

6-0, 176, Everett Silvertips, Western Hockey League 

Taken in the seventh round (208th overall) in 2020, Seeley 
serves as the Silvertips captain and has been among the 
WHL’s top D-men in points this season. 

D Aleksi Heimosalmi, Finland 

5-11, 170, Assat, Liiga 

Played for Finland in the 2019 World Under-17 Hockey 
Challenge and 2021 IIHF Under-18 World Championship, 
where he was named best defenseman. Second-round pick 
in 2021. 

F Ville Koivunen, Finland 

5-11, 161, Karpat, Liiga 

A second-round pick in 2021, the 18-year-old also has 
represented Finland internationally as a junior. In his first pro 
season, he has been among the points leads for Karpat in 
the Finnish Liiga. 
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G Nikita Quapp, Germany 

6-3, 187, Krefeld Pinguine, DEL 

A sixth-round pick by the Canes in 2021, the 18-year-old 
goalie competed for Germany in the 2021 IIHF Under-18 
World Championship. 

F Nikita Guslistov, Russia 

5-10, 178, Severstal Cherepovets, KHL 

The 19-year-old forward, a seventh-round pick in 2021, has 
played 30 KHL games this season and has two game-
winning goals. Said to be the youngest player to score a KHL 
hat trick. 

F Alexander Pashin, Russia 

5-8, 154, Toros Neftekamsk, VHL 

Another seventh-rounder, he won gold medals in the 2018 
World Under-17 Hockey Challenge and 2019 Hlinka Gretzky 
Cup. Also named Best Forward at the Under-20 Four 
Nations Tournament. Competes in the VHL, Russia’s 
second-highest pro league. 

F Vasily Ponomarev, Russia 

5-10, 180, Spartak, KHL 

Taken in the second round in 2020, the 19-year-old had a 
team-high three goals for Russia in the 2021 IIHF World 
Juniors. The Moscow native has split the 2021-22 season 
with Spartak (KHL) and Khimik Voskresensk (VHL). 

F Zion Nybeck, Sweden 

5-6, 182, HV71, HockeyAllsvenskan 

Played in the 2021 IIHF World Juniors and 2019 IIHF Under-
18 World Championship, which was won by Sweden. Plays 
for HV71 of HockeyAllsvenskan, Sweden’s second-highest 
pro league. Taken in second round by Carolina in 2020. 

D Joel Nystrom, Sweden 

5-11, 170, Farjestad BK, SHL 

A seventh-round draft pick in 2021, he competes for 
Farjestad BK in the Swedish Hockey League this season, 
leads team defensemen in goals and is third in points.

 

NHL decision results in another postponed game for Carolina Hurricanes 

By Chip Alexander 

The NHL said Friday it would not resume regular-season 
play before Tuesday, Dec. 28, resulting in another postponed 
game for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes were to host the Florida Panthers on Monday at 
PNC Arena coming out of their holiday break. The 
postponement was the Canes’ fifth of the 2021-22 season as 
the league continues to grope with COVID-19 outbreaks. 

The NHL said Friday it needed more time to analyze testing 
results and assess teams’ readiness to play. Practices will be 
allowed on Sunday, but the NHL did not fully commit to 
having games on Tuesday, calling Dec. 28 a “target date” 
and saying an announcement on its plans would be made 
Sunday. 

The Canes have had COVID issues and played the Detroit 
Red Wings last week with 16 skaters, two skaters short of a 
full roster. Since beating the Los Angeles Kings 5-1 on 
Saturday, the Canes have had goalie Frederik Andersen 
enter the NHL’s COVID protocols on Wednesday and 
forward Jesper Fast on Thursday. 

The Canes have six players due to have been released from 
COVID protocol and set to play following the Christmas 

holiday break: forwards Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Seth Jarvis and Steven Lorentz, and 
defenseman Ian Cole. 

Forward Stefan Noesen, a recent callup from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL, entered the protocol Dec. 19 and 
defenseman Brendan Smith on Dec. 20. Goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder went on the COVID list Dec. 17. 

The Canes also have had defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett 
Pesce and Tony DeAngelo enter the protocol, go into 
quarantine and then return and play some games. 

The Canes’ previous postponed games were at Minnesota 
(Dec. 14), home against Nashville (Dec. 19), at Boston (Dec. 
21) and at Ottawa (Dec. 23). Carolina’s next scheduled 
game is Thursday against the Montreal Canadiens at PNC 
Arena. 

The NHL, which is not allowing its players to compete in the 
2022 Winter Olympics, has said it would use the planned 
Olympic break to reschedule many of its postponed games. 

The Canes said tickets for Monday’s postponed game with 
Florida will be valid for the rescheduled game.
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The Triangle Ten: The 10 most influential people in Raleigh, Durham sports in 2021 

By Luke DeCock 

When the coaching job at Michigan State opened up in 2017, 
Rod Brind’Amour couldn’t even get a call back from the 
school where he played one decorated season of college 
hockey. 

That seems crazy almost five years later, a period of time in 
which Brind’Amour took an NHL franchise that had been 
mired in mediocrity for a decade and steered it all the way to 
the conference finals as a rookie head coach, then continued 
to play a critical role in establishing the Carolina Hurricanes 
as a legitimate Stanley Cup contender. 

“I thought I’d be a pretty good candidate, but apparently not,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It all worked out. Interesting, right? 
There’s a change here, (Hurricanes owner) Tom (Dundon) is 
like, ‘OK,’ he gave me a shot, and then we’re at where we’re 
at.” 

It’s hard to blame the Spartans. Brind’Amour, at that time, 
was just another ex-player with a handful of years of 
experience as an NHL assistant coach. Brind’Amour was 
greeted with only slightly less skepticism when the 
Hurricanes promoted him to replace the now-disgraced Bill 
Peters in 2018, at least by those unfamiliar with him. 

Even fans who backed him were leery Brind’Amour could 
tarnish a proud legacy with the franchise, as the player who 
legitimized it in North Carolina by re-signing in 2001 when he 
could have fled, then led it to an improbable Stanley Cup five 
years later. Instead, he has only burnished it. The Hurricanes 
are on their way to a fourth straight playoff appearance under 
Brind’Amour, who in some ways has remade the entire 
franchise in his own image. 

“It’s hard to find people that have that intensity and that drive, 
and then also people want to follow them and admire them 
and work hard with them,” Dundon said. “Sometimes that 
drive, that competitiveness, makes you hard to follow or hard 
to be around. It overtakes you. But he has this balance of 
empathy and hard work and enthusiasm and all this stuff 
that’s hard to explain. We have good players. We all know 
we’d be pretty good. But we don’t have to deal with any stuff. 
We don’t have to deal with anything because he’s around.” 

While many have played a role, from a new owner to 
emerging stars like Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, 
no single person has been as important as Brind’Amour to 
the Hurricanes’ revival as a competitive, relevant franchise, 
which makes him No. 1 in the 2021 Triangle Ten, the News 
& Observer’s annual ranking of the 10 most influential people 
in Triangle sports. 

Brind’Amour is joined by college leaders, Olympic medalists 
and a pair of radio hosts, among others, in this list compiled 
by N&O sports columnist Luke DeCock with input from other 
staff members, focusing on impact in 2021 specifically. 

1. Rod Brind’Amour, Carolina Hurricanes coach 

The thing is, Brind’Amour never really wanted to be a coach. 
If he ever got involved in hockey after his playing career, he 
wanted more of a say than that. He wanted to develop and 
instill the kind of winning atmosphere that he cultivated as a 

captain during his playing days. He wanted to identify and 
recruit players who shared the ethos of hard work and 
discipline that made his workout routine a meme before there 
were memes. 

In the traditional NHL coaching model, all of those 
responsibilities lay elsewhere. 

“Let’s see if I can help build a team, because I felt like, and I 
still do, that’s where you win your championships,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to get the players. You’ve got 
to make the right moves. That was something I hadn’t done, 
so I thought that would be interesting to try to do. I would, on 
my own, go upstairs and watch video. I sat a lot with 
(assistant general manager) Darren Yorke. We watched 
video on tons of players. I would try to influence, like, who we 
would draft. But I wasn’t really a part of it. At all. Our team 
was a lot different.” 

After several years behind the bench as an assistant, 
Brind’Amour wanted to find out if he could be a head coach. 
He asked then-general manager Ron Francis about taking 
over Charlotte (AHL) at one point. Michigan State wasn’t 
interested. Brind’Amour understood this, given his resume, 
but he also wasn’t someone who had ever lacked in self-
belief. 

When Dundon purchased the Hurricanes in 2018, he had 
very little use for the traditional NHL model of anything, for 
better or for worse. And he quickly identified Brind’Amour not 
only as a coaching prospect, but as someone who not only 
understood “culture.” That sports buzzword that can mean 
any number of things, but in this case meant accountability, 
diligence and a shared and invested identity. 

Brind’Amour understood how to build it to the point where a 
rookie like Jack Drury can get called up from the minors, help 
win two games amid a COVID crisis this month and say: 
“The culture here is incredible and Rod drives that, through 
the whole organization.” When Dundon fired Peters and 
promoted Brind’Amour, he called it “a one-man rebranding.” 

That also meant empowering Brind’Amour to have a say not 
only on how the team played and the lineup, but the draft, 
free agency, trades, everything. Which, in Dundon’s 
decentralized way of running the team, is true of many 
people, from the trainers up to the general manager. But it 
was exactly the kind of input Brind’Amour had always 
wanted. 

“I love it,” Brind’Amour said. ”I can’t have a better — Tom, on 
every move, he’s calling me. We don’t always agree. He 
does his own thing at times, and that’s fine. But I feel like, 
holy moly, if there’s somebody we’ve got to keep or trying to 
get, I’m on it. On every move, I don’t know what it was like in 
the past, but it’s done way better, because everyone is 
involved. Assistant coaches. Video coaches. I don’t know 
why it wouldn’t ever be that way. We’re watching all these 
guys all the time. We’re scouting every player, every day.” 

When he took over, he unleashed an attacking, aggressive 
philosophy that just about every NHL team has since copied: 
free-wheeling defensemen given the freedom to jump into 
the play, forwards taking risks previously considered 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 26, 2021 

 

unacceptable. There was nothing in his past as an assistant 
coach — or even as a player, where his defensive acumen 
was among the best of his generation — that suggested any 
of it. There are bits of several coaches embedded within his 
approach, from Bill Dineen and Paul Holmgren to Peter 
Laviolette and Paul Maurice and even Peters, for all his 
faults, whose teaching approach as a non-player left an 
impression on Brind’Amour. 

“That summer, I sat for months with (video coach) Chris 
Huffine,” Brind’Amour said. “I get the changes we’re going to 
do culturally or whatever, but there’s got to be a systematic 
change in the way we play. I had it in my head from playing 
and coaching with all these guys, kind of a piece of this and 
piece of that. Can we put this together and can it work? It 
was very radical, to be honest, how we played. Nobody 
notices now because everybody’s doing it. But I said, we’ve 
got to go all-in, and we’re going to do a few little different 
things and we’re going to see how this goes. And I had no 
idea.” 

Brind’Amour insisted, after an opening night loss to the New 
York Islanders that first season, that things were different 
even as they looked, in many ways, the same — the 
Hurricanes drastically outshooting an opponent and losing. 
Over the next three-and-a-half seasons, Brind’Amour has 
been proven utterly correct. 

Which isn’t to say Brind’Amour is some unimpeachable 
genius of a coach. He has faults, like any other. His passion 
and competitiveness filter down to his roster, but they have 
also gotten him in trouble with the NHL. He can be blunt 
when a more political approach would leave a lighter touch. 
He’s loyal to a fault, arguing to retain mercurial goalie Petr 
Mrazek or hard-working if limited players like Warren 
Foegele and Brock McGinn even as the Hurricanes felt they 
had the opportunity to make upgrades. (And it now certainly 
appears they did.) 

“If I can predict the future, that’s always going to be the 
tension,” Dundon said. “He understands we have a cap. We 
have to pay all of them. At the same time, when it’s today, 
thinking about that player who gives everything he’s got for 
you, Rod’s got the players’ backs. He always has their 
backs. That’s always going to be the hard part, the thing that 
creates interesting conversations. He’s the person in the 
room who knows what that person means. He’s super-loyal. 
It’s part of why he’s so good at this.” 

Those challenges may still lie ahead. But the difference 
between the way things are now and the way they were 
when Brind’Amour took over is striking. The things that are 
accepted now as givens. The effort level. The structure. The 
expectations. 

“The expectations were, when we took over, to be the best 
team,” Brind’Amour said. “I know it’s like, really? But 
nothing’s changed for us as far as expectations. I think now, 
everybody’s expectations have caught up to where we had 
them from the start. Nothing’s really changed.” 

2. Nina King, Duke athletic director 

Already in such a prominent role at 43, King has a chance to 
help set the future course of not only Duke athletics but the 
ACC and college sports in general. In less than a year on the 

job, King oversaw the elevation of Jon Scheyer as the 
eventual replacement for Mike Krzyzewski as basketball 
coach, fired football coach David Cutcliffe and hired Mike 
Elko as his replacement. If Scheyer was a fait accompli in 
many ways, she’s staking her reputation on Elko, a first-time 
head coach. 

That’s a lot, and her next task is raising the money for a 
desperately needed upgrade of Duke’s football locker room 
and office complex. Nationally, she has also been a pivotal 
figure in the NCAA’s gender-equity debate as chairperson of 
the women’s basketball committee and this month was able 
to get women’s referees the same pay for tournament games 
as the men. 

3. Erin Matson, UNC field hockey star 

Matson has a chance to exit North Carolina as not only the 
best field hockey player in UNC history but the best athlete in 
UNC history, period. A two-time national player of the year 
and four-time ACC offensive player of the year, her record of 
accomplishment is unmatched. Matson was named one of 
the top 10 female athletes in ACC history before her career 
was even finished. And she’s not done yet. 

The Tar Heels failed to make the Final Four for the first time 
in Matson’s career this fall — they won the NCAA 
championship in her first three seasons — and Matson was 
beat out for national player-of-the-year honors, but she’s 
coming back for a fifth season with something to prove for 
the first time in a long time (and several endorsement deals). 
After that: helping the United States get back to the 2024 
Olympics after a catastrophic failure to qualify for Tokyo. 

4. Meghann Burke, NWSLPA executive director 

The shocking revelation in September that NC Courage 
coach Paul Riley had been accused of inappropriate sexual 
behavior at a previous coaching stop and continued to coach 
in the NWSL sparked outrage everywhere, but particularly 
among NWSL players, some of whom had tried to report the 
abuse to commissioner Lisa Baird, who failed to take action. 

Burke, the executive director of the NWSL Players 
Association and a member of the original version of the 
Courage two decades ago, stepped into the leadership void. 
The players’ anger was ably channeled into action by Burke, 
who reshaped the league amid a new balance of power after 
Baird was fired, with players on equal terms with owners. 
Based in Asheville, no one had a bigger impact on the 
Courage and the NWSL in 2021 than Burke. 

5. Hubert Davis, UNC men’s basketball coach 

There was more to Davis’ promotion to replace Roy Williams 
than staying within the Carolina family, even if that was of the 
utmost importance to that family. Davis has been tasked with 
recalibrating and modernizing a basketball program that 
slipped a bit in the final years under Williams, who said upon 
retirement that he felt like he wasn’t reaching the latest 
generation of players. 

Davis is younger (51), more in tune with the current style of 
basketball in college and the NBA and not all that far 
removed from his time as an ESPN pundit. Davis’ impact 
really started before Williams even retired, when he made a 
rare speech to the team after its first-round NCAA 
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tournament loss last March. He’s done things Williams would 
not, like recruiting transfers and letting his big men roam the 
perimeter. But he knows as well as anyone that the UNC 
family expects success, and there will be a very short 
honeymoon. 

6. Claire Curzan, Olympic swimmer 

Curzan was only 16 when she qualified for the Tokyo Games 
in the 100-meter butterfly and 17 when she came home with 
a silver medal. While her individual Olympics ended when 
she finished 10th in her semifinal heat, the Cardinal Gibbons 
senior from Cary won silver by swimming the butterfly leg for 
the United States in the 4x100-meter medley relay. 

The delay from 2020 to 2021 gave Curzan an extra year to 
improve and opened her Olympic window three years earlier 
than expected. Now her focus turns back to Paris in 2024, 
where she’ll be among the American medal favorites. She’ll 
prepare for those Olympics at Stanford, whose women’s 
swimming team accounted for eight U.S. medals in Tokyo 
and produced stars like Katie Ledecky and Simone Manuel. 

7. Paolo Banchero, Duke forward 

Billed as Duke’s biggest recruit since Zion Williamson and a 
potential No. 1 pick in the NBA draft, Banchero has been 
everything promised. Banchero’s advanced blend of power 
and polish helped the Blue Devils beat Kentucky in the 
Madison Square Garden opener and, briefly, lifted them to 
the No. 1 ranking. They remain the ACC’s only top-25 team 
as the first half of the 2021-22 season winds down. 

It hasn’t all been smooth sailing — Banchero was in the back 
seat when Mike Krzyzewski’s grandson and Duke basketball 
player Michael Savarino was arrested for driving drunk, and 
he’s dealt with persistent and baffling cramping issues — but 
he’s been that rare freshman who has been a game-changer 
from the moment he stepped on the court with his ability to 
both pound the ball inside and hit delicate mid-range 
jumpers. 

8. Que Tucker, NCHSAA executive director 

Caught up in a political firestorm, Tucker was able to 
navigate a tricky situation and emerge with the NCHSAA still 
largely independent of interference from meddling 
lawmakers. A bill that passed the state senate would have 
stripped the NCHSAA of much of its independence if not its 
role governing high school athletics in the state entirely. 

Facing powerful political foes who cast the governing body’s 
$41 million endowment as profiteering instead of solid 
fiduciary management, the NCHSAA was able to defuse the 
attacks and broker a bipartisan compromise with Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s involvement despite lawmakers’ refusal to 
negotiate directly with Tucker, who has been in charge of the 
NCHSAA since 2015 and worked for the organization since 
1991. 

9. Joe Giglio and Joe Ovies, local sports radio hosts 

The 2020 reshuffling at WCMC-99.9 that split up longtime 
radio partners Ovies and Adam Gold gave both a new 
platform in the Triangle — and for Gold, a new platform 
statewide — but the addition of former N&O sportswriter 
Giglio gave the afternoon show an irreverent new slant. Their 

willingness to dispense with traditional sports-radio tropes 
and willingness to let listeners in on the joke is a refreshing 
change from the serious-as-a-heart-attack mood that prevails 
nationally. 

They manage to entertain while tapping into some of the 
stranger corners of the Triangle sports zeitgeist and engage 
with what makes this market different without resorting to 
hyperbole or faux argument. Off the air, their narrative 
podcasts on Russell Wilson’s departure from N.C. State and 
Roy Williams’ career were required listening even for fans of 
the opposite schools. 

10. Laurie Henes, N.C. State women’s cross-country coach 

Henes won an NCAA championship as a Wolfpack runner in 
1991 and three decades later recruited and coached a 
powerful cross-country team that in October won the school’s 
third NCAA title in any sport, joining the two in men’s 
basketball in 1974 and 1983. (N.C. State also won AIAW 
national championships in cross-country in 1979 and 1980 
before the NCAA sponsored women’s sports.) 

Henes won an NCAA championship as a Wolfpack runner in 
1991 and three decades later recruited and coached a 
powerful cross-country team that in October won the school’s 
third NCAA title in any sport, joining the two in men’s 
basketball in 1974 and 1983. (N.C. State also won AIAW 
national championships in cross-country in 1979 and 1980 
before the NCAA sponsored women’s sports.) 

All five Wolfpack runners whose scores counted earned all-
America honors and Henes was named the national coach of 
the year. The title was the culmination of a prolonged period 
of N.C. State success in the sport. The Wolfpack has won six 
straight ACC titles and finished second nationally in 2020-21. 
Expectations will be high again next fall: Kelsey Chmiel and 
Sam Bush are juniors and Katelyn Tuohy a sophomore. 

Five to watch in 2022 

1. (tie) Jon Scheyer, Duke basketball coach-in-waiting, and 
Mike Krzyzewski, retiring Duke coach 

Scheyer has the almost unprecedented task of replacing not 
only a legend when Krzyzewski retires at the end of the 
season but doing it as a first-time head coach. Perhaps the 
only true apples-to-apples comparison: 27-year assistant 
Holly Warlick took over for Pat Summit at Tennessee but 
was fired after seven seasons without a Final Four 
appearance. A more optimistic view: George Seifert won two 
Super Bowls with the 49ers after taking over for Bill Walsh. 

Krzyzewski is keeping his office high above Duke’s campus 
and plans to play an important executive role over the 
basketball program and within the athletic department. The 
question is, what will that look like? He’ll still have his finger 
on millions in basketball funding through the Legacy Fund 
but says he’ll give Scheyer space to coach and won’t watch 
games where anyone can see him, while being available as 
a resource as needed. 

2. Philip Isley, Centennial Authority chairman 

Isley, a lobbyist and former Raleigh city councilman, is the 
new chairman of the Centennial Authority that oversees PNC 
Arena. His predecessor for the past 12 years, Tom 
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McCormick, successfully finalized a five-year lease extension 
with Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon and fought off the 
Downtown South stadium proposal among other suitors to 
secure the arena’s tranche of tourism tax money in the latest 
round of funding. Isley’s mandate now is to determine the 
future of a 22-year-old arena that has good bones but is, 
understandably, increasingly dated. 

Dundon is interested in developing the vast expanse of 
empty parking lots that still surround it two decades later into 
a shopping, dining — and gambling? — entertainment 
destination and willing to make that investment, but it will 
require a delicate do-si-do among the arena authority, the 
Hurricanes and N.C. State. Isley, a legislative appointee who 
has served on the authority for more than a decade, will call 
the tune. 

3. Dereon Seabron, N.C. State guard 

An occasionally used reserve last season as a freshman, 
Seabron has blossomed into N.C. State’s most aggressive 
and confident player as a sophomore, fearless plunging into 
the lane at 6-foot-7 but still quick enough to attack effectively 
from the outside on ball screens. 

There’s potential on this Wolfpack roster with sophomores 
Seabron and Cam Hayes and freshman Terquavion Smith. 
Translating that into production this spring and in the future 
will be the challenge, but at least the threat of NCAA 
sanctions is no longer hanging over the Wolfpack for the first 
time in Kevin Keatts’ tenure. 

4. Jim Phillips, ACC commissioner 

What does this new ACC-Big Ten-Pac-12 “alliance” mean, 
anyway? Will the College Football Playoff expand to eight or 
12 teams? Will the ACC office move from Greensboro to 
Charlotte? Should it? Will Notre Dame ever join the ACC for 
football, especially after being left out of the CFP this season 
at 11-1? Can the ACC close the revenue gap with the Big 
Ten and SEC any other way? Can anything be done to 
restore the primacy of ACC basketball amid yet another 
down season? Why are there so many TacShaver and 
spurtle ads on the ACC Network? 

None of those questions have easy answers, but it’s Phillips’ 
job to answer them during his first full calendar year as 
commissioner. 

5. Wes Moore, N.C. State women’s basketball coach 

Can Moore -- who over the past two-and-a-half seasons has 
had the best overall program in the ACC, eclipsing 
powerhouses like Louisville and Notre Dame — and star 
center Elissa Cunane get to a Final Four for the first time 
since 1998? Win a national title? That’s what has to be next 
for the Wolfpack, which has won two straight ACC titles to 
end a seven-year Triangle drought. 

N.C. State missed out on a chance to prove itself in 2020 
and lost in the Sweet 16 as a No. 1 seed in 2021. The 
Triangle started this women’s basketball season 27-1, and 
after changing coaches, Duke and North Carolina are 
starting to close the gap on N.C. State. If the Wolfpack is 
going to get over the top, now is the time. 

The 2020 Triangle 10 

1. College athletes, including N.C. State linebacker Isaiah 
Moore 

2. Jim Phillips, ACC commissioner 

3. Nolan Smith, Duke men’s basketball director of operations 

4. Dr. Mandy Cohen, NC secretary of Health and Human 
Services 

5. Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina Hurricanes forward 

6. Vincent Price, Duke president 

7. LeVelle Moton, N.C. Central men’s basketball coach 

8. Elissa Cunane, N.C. State center 

9. Debinha, NC Courage midfielder 

10. Chad Price, MAKO Medical CEO 

The 2019 Triangle 10 

1. David West, HBL chief operating officer 

2. Mack Brown, North Carolina football coach 

3. Heather O’Reilly, recently retired soccer legend 

4. Mike Krzyzewski, Duke men’s basketball coach 

5. Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes center 

6. Karen Shelton, UNC field hockey coach 

7. Terrence And Torry Holt, entrepreneurs and 
philanthropists 

8. Akshay Bhatia, teenage professional golfer 

9. Wes Moore, N.C. State women’s basketball coach 

10. North Carolina politicians (really!) 

The 2018 Triangle 10 

1. Debbie Yow, N.C. State athletic director 

2. Jordan Bazant, agent 

3. Zach Maurides, Teamworks founder 

4. Zion Williamson, Duke basketball player 

5. Tom Dundon, Carolina Hurricanes owner 

6. Ezra Baeli-Wang and 292 (and counting) other UNC 
athletes 

7. Nina King, Duke deputy athletic director 

8. McCall Zerboni, NC Courage midfielder 

9. Mack Brown, North Carolina football coach 

10. Que Tucker, NCHSAA commissioner 

The 2017 Triangle 10 

1. Scott Dupree, Greater Raleigh Sports Alliance executive 
director 

2. Rick Evrard, Bond, Schoeneck & King lawyer 

3. Kevin White, Duke athletic director 
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4. George Williams, St. Augustine’s athletic director and 
track coach 

5. Stephen Malik, North Carolina FC/NC Courage owner 

6. Mike Krzyzewski, Duke men’s basketball coach 

7. Ingrid Wicker McCree, N.C. Central athletic director 

8. Thomas Dundon, prospective Carolina Hurricanes owner 

9. Debbie Yow, N.C. State athletic director 

10. Dwayne West, Garner Road Basketball Club executive 
director

 

 

 

Mailbag #11: World Juniors Week 

Questions from the Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Happy Festivus, everyone. Or, Happy 
World Juniors Pre-Tournament Day if you're tuning in to 
those as well. 

The NHL's Holiday Break is upon us and there's plenty to 
celebrate regarding the league-topping Carolina Hurricanes. 

With that being said, there's always questions remaining 
from the inquisitive Caniacs, so let's get you some answers. 

Are the World Junior Championships still on? - @gjyuhas 

They are! The only way that the tournament has been 
impacted so far was that attendance was reduced to 50% in 
both Edmonton and Red Deer. Tune-up games are taking 
place today and the action gets going for real on Sunday. 

(Update: Less than an hour after this piece was published, a 
pre-tournament game between the Czech Republic and 
Switzerland was cancelled due to COVID-19 Protocols.) 

What prospect are you most excited to watch at the World 
Juniors? - @Bass8151 

Great question. First, I'm going to give you the cheesy, "I'm 
looking forward to seeing everyone play!" In all seriousness 
though, I can't wait to see how many times the Canes are 
brought up on the broadcasts. It will have to be almost every 
game, right? The team's ten prospects are on over half the 
rosters in the tournament. Shameless plug, we'll have more 
on that tomorrow. 

To be honest, I'm excited to watch Alexander Pashin play. 
From my understanding, he's that must-see type of a player 
who thrives with the puck. There's always highlight-reel goals 
scored in this tournament and he certainly posses the ability 
to produce one of them. Sure, a little undersized, but I think 
we've seen more and more examples over the last few years 
of that mattering less and less. This will be a great way to 
see what he can do, and how he can hang defensively 
against the best in the world from his age group. 

What are your medal picks and which Canes prospect will 
finish with the most points? - @CanesProspects 

A couple people from the office are probably going to be mad 
at me for the way I deflect this answer, so, sorry, if you're 
reading. 

I try and stay away from predictions of any kind. 
Unfortunately in today's era of the internet, you can't be 
wrong without 36 people letting you know about it. So, I'll 
stay clear of both of those. 

Instead, I wanted to take this opportunity to share that if 
you're on Twitter and you're not following @CanesProspects, 
you're missing out. The crew that runs the account has been 
a huge assistance, selfishly, to me, since joining the 
organization and not knowing a ton about the club's prospect 
pool off the bat. They do a really strong job at covering the 
future of the organization and they do it out of love, so 
please, check out their work if you also care about what's to 
come in Raleigh. I know they'll be enjoying the next few 
days. 

Drury made a big impact. Do you see him coming back this 
season? - @jsingle919 

Good question, Jason. I think that's going to depend on how 
healthy the roster can stay for the remainder of the regular 
season. What we learned is that the early returns show he 
can hang at this level right off the bat. Think about his 
standing in the recall order just a few weeks ago. We'd 
already seen Josh Leivo in November, Andrew Poturalski 
was the first phone call before the game that eventually 
didn't happen in Minnesota and we knew C.J. Smith and 
Stefan Noesen both had fantastic training camps, along with 
prior NHL experience. But now where does Drury rank in that 
mix? At this point we don't even know if it will be Carolina or 
Chicago who his next game will be with, so, like you, I am 
very interested to see if/when we see him again. 

When can we expect an announcement about the 'Canes 
Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley being rescheduled? Is 
it for sure still happening or are things up in the air? - 
@IronCaniac 

Historically the NHL has answered a lot of questions 
regarding the upcoming calendar year of outdoor games at 
the Winter Classic. Will that be the case this year? To be 
determined. As we've learned once again over the last few 
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weeks, it's that a lot is still up in the air. The team will 
definitely be hosting a game at Carter-Finley, it's just a 
matter of when. At this point, I'm sure there's quite a bit of 
breathe-holding even regards to this year's Winter Classic 
being able to take place, so I'm sure they may just want to 
get through that first before they commit to 2023 functions. 

That's all for this week, friends. Thank you, as always, for 
taking the time to ask questions and for reading. 

Happy Holidays, however you celebrate. I wish you and 
yours good health and good times. Hope to see you at PNC 
Arena again soon!

 

World Juniors Representation An Indicator Of Canes' Successful Draft Plan 

Carolina becomes first NHL team to boast ten drafted 
prospects at the IIHF Under-20 tournament since the draft 
was cut to seven rounds 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Sunday afternoon will mark the official start 
of the 2022 International Ice Hockey Federation's World 
Junior Championship. In over half of the games that will take 
place in the opening round robin portion, there will be a 
Carolina Hurricanes presence - one of the biggest storylines, 
if not the biggest storyline in terms of the NHL's ties to the 
event this year. 

The Canes have ten prospects at the event, representing six 
of the ten participating nations. It's only the third time since 
the inception of the annual tournament in 1977 that that has 
happened. 

However, the reason for the heavy presence isn't due to the 
team having an astronomical amount of selections high in 
each of the last two drafts, or being presented with slam 
dunk, can't-miss options, rather a showcase of the club's 
ability to hit home runs in later rounds. In fact, the 
organization didn't have a first round pick in 2021 and their 
2020 #13 overall pick, Seth Jarvis, is not among the ten who 
will be at the event either. (Disclaimer: Jarvis likely would 
have represented Team Canada if he had not made the big 
club's roster this season.) 

Four of the ten selections for the team were chosen in the 
seventh round by the team, an accomplishment that has 
never been achieved before in the tournament's previous 44 
years. This isn't by chance or luck either, this is a testament 
to the work put into the draft each year by the team's hockey 
operations staff. 

"As an organization it's a huge sign to our fans of our 
continuance to pursue excellence," Hurricanes Assistant 
General Manager Darren Yorke remarked. "It's incredibly 
hard to have ten NHL drafted players in the World Juniors on 
its own and when you add the fact that we've been in the 
playoffs and we don't have a first round pick in this group, it 
just signals that our cupboards are fully stocked and we 
should be able to produce high-end talent players for quite 
some time." 

Yorke, who oversees the team's amateur scouts and 
development coaches, was kind enough to share some of his 
group's philosophies when it comes to whom they're 

selecting under their current plan and what they hope can 
come to a fruition through the players' future. 

"We continue to try and draft players that have high upsides," 
he continued. "For the most part, especially later in the draft, 
players may be a little bit shorter or maybe not as fast as 
some of their peers, but for us, they have at least one 
defining quality that can get them over the hump and get 
them into the NHL. Look at Alexander Pashin - all he did was 
produce. He has all the tools with his speed, his quickness, 
his hockey senses, his skills, his ability to score, but he may 
be a little bit shorter. For us, we're looking at it as a great bet 
to take, because he has all these attributes. He's continued 
to play at this high level against all of his peers and now he's 
going to be able to try and do it on a national stage." 

Pashin, who is listed at 5-foot-8, has totaled 18 points in 24 
games with Toros Neftekamsk of the VHL, the second-
highest level of play in his native country of Russia. 

But the draft strategy isn't just about finding diamonds in the 
rough late, there is an element to selecting players that 
already have certain qualities that would fit well with the 
Hurricanes style of hockey. 

"When you look at a player like Ronan Seeley and his ability 
to skate, then you look at our defenseman and their ability to 
skate, you have to be able to play fast. You have to be able 
to have tight gaps coming up in the play and defending, and 
we saw a player that fits that exact mold," Yorke continued 
on the Team Canada defenseman. 

At the end of the day, the tournament won't be viewed as the 
final benchmark for "who won the draft" or things of that 
nature, that can only be concluded much further down the 
line when it's seen who does and does not become an NHL 
player. However, early returns suggest that Yorke and his 
staff have plenty to be proud of so far. 

"Throughout the developmental process you're always 
fighting the bias associated with your own players," the 
Assistant General Manager concluded with. "It's our job to 
take off the rose-colored glasses, and to be successful like 
we need to. These tournaments are directional. The players 
have earned the right to compete amongst the best in the 
world. We also get to see them in a different setting and 
continue the evaluation process."
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2022 World Junior Championship Primer 

Assisting you in keeping up with the future of the club over 
the next few days 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The 2022 International Ice Hockey 
Federation's (IIHF) World Junior Championship officially 
begins today. 

Still not sure what it is or why we're covering it? Hopefully we 
can pick up an assist for you here. 

Who: Each year ten qualifying countries bring their best 
players under the age of 20* to compete for gold. The ten 
nations are split into two five-team groups and following a 
single round-robin series in each group, the top four teams 
from each group will advance to a playoff round. 

(*players may turn 20 and participate in the tournament if 
their birthday is on or after 1/1/2022) 

This year's two groups are: 

Group A: Austria, Canada, Czechia, Finland, Germany 

Group B: Russia, Slovakia, Switzerland, Sweden, United 
States 

(Note: Prior to the tournament Czech Ice Hockey Association 
President Tomas Kral informed the IIHF that going forward 
their national teams would be using the name "Czechia" 
rather than "Czech Republic". The plural/possessive remains 
"Czechs".) 

This year there are over 100 NHL draft picks on the ten 
rosters with each member club having an average of just 
over three prospects representing them. 

Why is this a big deal for the Canes? 

Carolina has ten draft picks on six different rosters, just the 
third time in the event's 44-year history that this has 
happened, the first since 2005 when the league shortened 
the draft to seven rounds. 

In further layman's terms, the team has the rights to some 
very bright up-and-coming players and they've done a very 
good job drafting the last few years. 

The following Canes prospects are the event (sorted by 
alphabetical, country name): 

Canada 

Defenseman #8 - Ronan Seeley 

Finland 

Defenseman #21 - Aleksi Heimosalmi 

Forward #24 - Ville Koivunen 

Germany 

Goaltender #30 - Nikita Quapp 

Russia 

Forward #21 - Nikita Guslistov 

Forward #28 - Alexander Pashin 

Forward #13 - Vasily Ponomaryov 

Sweden 

Forward #18 - Zion Nybeck 

Defenseman #26 - Joel Nystrom 

United States 

Defenseman #23 - Scott Morrow 

When: Round robin play starts today and will run through 
Friday, December 31. A full tournament schedule can be 
found here. Opening round games will be played in the time 
slots of 2 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9:30 EST. 

Sunday, December 26: 

Finland (Heimosalmi, Koivunen) vs. Germany (Quapp) - 2 
p.m. EST 

Russia (Guslistov, Pashin, Ponomaryov) vs. Sweden 
(Nybeck, Nystrom) - 4:30 p.m. EST 

Czechia vs. Canada (Seeley) - 7 p.m. EST 

United States (Morrow) vs. Slovakia - 9:30 p.m. EST 

Monday, December 27: 

Austria vs. Finland (Heimosalmi, Koivunen) - 2 p.m. EST 

Russia (Guslistov, Pashin, Ponomaryov) vs. Switzerland - 
4:30 p.m. EST 

Germany (Quapp) vs. Czechia - 7 p.m. EST 

Sweden (Nybeck, Nystrom) vs. Slovakia - 9:30 p.m. EST 

Tuesday, December 28: 

Switzerland vs. United States (Morrow) - 4:30 p.m. EST 

Austria vs. Canada (Seeley) - 7 p.m. EST 

Wednesday, December 29: 

Finland (Heimosalmi, Koivunen) vs. Czechia - 2 p.m. EST 

Slovakia vs. Russia (Guslistov, Pashin, Ponomaryov) - 4:30 
p.m. EST 

Canada (Seeley) vs. Germany (Quapp) - 7 p.m. EST 

Sweden (Nybeck, Nystrom) vs. United States (Morrow) - 
9:30 p.m. EST 

Thursday, December 30: 

Czechia vs. Austria - 4:30 p.m. EST 

Slovakia vs. Switzerland - 7 p.m. EST 

Canes vs. Montreal Canadiens - 7 p.m. EST 

Friday, December 31: 

Germany (Quapp) vs. Austria - 2 p.m. EST 

Switzerland vs. Sweden (Nybeck, Nystrom) - 4:30 p.m. EST 

Canada (Seeley) vs. Finland (Heimosalmi, Koivunen) - 7 
p.m. EST 
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United States (Morrow) vs. Russia (Guslistov, Pashin, 
Ponomaryov) - 9:30 p.m. EST 

The playoff rounds will begin on January 2 and the 
championship game is currently scheduled for January 5. 

Where: This year's games are being played in Edmonton 
and Red Deer, Alberta, Canada. 

Why Is This Really Important: Half of the players that have 
dressed for the Hurricanes this season played in this 
tournament. Last year, a 19-year-old Trevor Zegras won the 
tournament's Most Valuable Player and this season he's 
produced nearly a point-per-game for the Anaheim Ducks, 

including a must-see setup on a goal of the year candidate. 
While the majority of the players in the event will not make 
the jump to "rising NHL star" status as quickly as Zegras, it is 
possible. For others, it can be viewed as a gauge for how 
well they perform against the best in the world from their 
current age group. This is beneficial because some 
prospects are currently attempting to develop in leagues 
overseas against grown men well older than them, and this 
will show their abilities on a more level playing field. 

How Can I Watch: NHL Network holds the television rights in 
the United States. TSN broadcasts the games in Canada. 

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Golden Knights look like contenders as league enters break  

The Vegas Golden Knights are starting to separate from the 
rest of the Pacific Division pack. 

By Austin Nivison  

There is a lot of uncertainty in the NHL these days. The 
feeling in the league is almost exclusively uncertainty 
because most every team is dealing with major personnel 
issues due to COVID-19. The situation is so bad that there 
are no games being played between Wednesday and 
Saturday. 

As such, these rankings were by far the hardest to sort out to 
this point in the season because so many teams have 
multiple players in the protocol. Having said that, I took my 
best swing and hope to make sense out of all of this. 

There are a couple of things I do know, and the first of which 
is that the Golden Knights are starting to look very scary. 
They're riding a five-game winning streak, and I can only 
imagine what they will do once Jack Eichel joins the lineup. 
Secondly, I know that the Predators are not going away 
anytime soon. Based on the results they've gotten and the 
process that is leading to those results, I think the Preds are 
much better than I anticipated. 

Here are the latest NHL Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  
Golden 
Knights  

Vegas has now won five games 
in a row, and it now sits atop the 
Pacific Division standings. It took 
a while for the Golden Knights to 
find their footing, due in large 
part to a slew of injuries, but they 
are starting to get it together. 
Don't be surprised to see them 
start distancing themselves from 
the rest of the pack out west.  

7  
20-
12-0 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

2  Lightning  

The Lightning are getting 
contributions from everyone 
these days, but the man 
between the pipes has been a 
big key to the team's success of 
late. In the last month, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy's 6.17 goals saved 
above average are third in the 
NHL.  

--  
20-
6-4  

3  
Maple 
Leafs  

In their only game of the week, 
the Maple Leafs scored an 
impressive 5-1 win over the 
Edmonton Oilers. Auston 
Matthews notched a pair of 
goals in that one to reach the 20-
goal mark before Santa could 
even think about warming up the 
sleigh.  

1  
20-
8-2  

4  Avalanche  

The Avalanche are one of the 
many teams that have been 
decimated by the COVID-19 
protocol. Their five-game 
winning streak came to a halt in 
Nashville, but Colorado was only 
able to ice 10 forwards against 
the Predators. Plus, that game 
was much closer than the 5-2 
score indicated.  

3  
17-
8-2  

5  Hurricanes  

Carolina battled through some 
serious personnel issues to 
score a couple of wins against 
the Red Wings and Kings. 
Because the Canes were so 

4  
21-
7-1  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

short-handed, rookie center Jack 
Drury got called up, and he 
made the most of his 
opportunity. He has a goal in 
each of his first two games, and 
Wayne Gretzky better be looking 
over his shoulder.  

6  Capitals  

Speaking of The Great One 
looking over his shoulder, Alex 
Ovechkin added a pair of goals 
last week to end a *gasp* three-
game drought. That brings him 
to 22 on the year, and 
Ovechkin's 47 points are third in 
the league behind Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisitl.  

--  
18-
6-7  

7  Wild  

In between a pair of postponed 
games, the Wild lost to the 
Sabres in a shootout. Normally, 
it would be tough to really punish 
them given the circumstances, 
but Minnesota did get out-
chanced by a struggling Buffalo 
club in that contest.  

4  
19-
9-2  

8  Panthers  

The past week was far from 
indicative of what the Panthers 
are, but losing two games to the 
Senators and Kings by a 
combined score of 12-3 is rough. 
The good news for Florida is that 
it now has some time to get the 
lineup healthy through the 
Christmas break.  

3  
18-
7-4  

9  Predators  

Nashville was able to extend its 
winning streak to seven games 
and is now just one point out of 
first place in the Central Division. 
On top of that, Tanner Jeannot is 
proving that his strong finish in 
2020-21 was no aberration. He 
is fifth among rookies in points 
(17), and his eight goals are tied 
for second among rookies.  

3  
19-
10-1 

10 Rangers  

The Rangers are 3-3-1 in their 
last seven games, and that 
disturbing trend of them trying to 
outscore ugly underlying 
numbers has returned. Over the 
last two weeks, the Rangers are 
29th in the league in five-on-five 
expected goals share at 44.14%. 

3  
19-
7-4  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

11 Blues  

The Blues did a number on the 
Stars, a Central Division rival, by 
handing them a pair of 4-1 
losses. Their 4-2 loss to a 
middling Jets team did put a 
slight damper on an otherwise 
successful week. Also, Pavel 
Buchnevich has six assists in his 
last three games and is tied for 
the team lead in points with 29.  

1  
17-
9-5  

12 Penguins  

I haven't talked much about 
Sidney Crosby yet because, 
frankly, it has been a weird 
season for the Penguins so far. 
This might surprise many of you, 
but Crosby is still very good at 
hockey. He has 16 points in his 
last 11 games, and Pittsburgh is 
controlling 55.38% of the 
expected goals with Crosby on 
the ice at five-on-five.  

4  
17-
8-5  

13 Ducks  

Trevor Zegras referred to baby 
Yoda (aka Grogu) as "Garu" in 
his press conference for Star 
Wars night at the Honda Center. 
I think that means the name 
change is canon now. Aside 
from altering a beloved 
franchise, Zegras also notched 
three points in two games.  

2  
17-
9-6  

14 Oilers  

The Oilers ended their losing 
streak at six games and picked 
up a couple of desperately 
needed wins. Connor McDavid 
also ended a six-game goal 
drought. Maybe the floodgates 
will open again for Edmonton 
after the Christmas break.  

1  
18-
11-0 

15 Flames  

The Flames didn't play a game 
at all last week because they 
had a whopping 19 players on 
the COVID-19 protocol. The 
most important thing for them 
right now is focusing on getting 
everyone healthy and back in 
action.  

1  
15-
7-6  

16 Kings  

Alex Iafallo has been coming 
into his own this season. With 
nine goals and nine assists in 29 
games, he could very well set 
new career highs in each 
category. Even more 

1  
14-
11-5 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

encouraging than that is that this 
looks sustainable as he is third 
on the team in individual 
expected goals at five-on-five 
with 5.23.  

17 Bruins  

The Bruins scored two goals in 
two games last week (both 
losses), but that probably has 
more to do with Patrice Bergeron 
and Brad Marchand being out 
more than anything else. Of 
course, that does illustrate some 
of the depth issues that Boston 
has up front.  

4  
14-
10-2 

18 Canucks  

If you told me a couple of weeks 
ago that the Canucks would rise 
any higher than No. 20 in these 
rankings, I would have assumed 
that 19 other teams chose to end 
the season early. Instead, Bruce 
Boudreau has the Canucks at 6-
0 under his watch. It's been an 
exciting stretch for Vancouver 
since he took over, but don't 
chant about it.  

3  
14-
15-2 

19 Jets  

With the Jets mired in an 
inconsistent season, head coach 
Paul Maurice chose to resign. 
The good news for Winnipeg is 
that it is still within striking 
distance of a playoff spot, but it 
needs to find some consistency 
in the coming weeks.  

1  
14-
11-5 

20 Stars  

The Stars ended a five-game 
losing streak with an overtime 
win over the Blackhawks, but 
there are some glaring issues 
with this team. If the top line isn't 
on the ice, then it is usually an 
uphill battle for Dallas. That must 
change soon for the Stars to be 
a real playoff threat.  

1  
15-
12-2 

21 Red Wings  

Dylan Larkin is on pace for a 
career high in the goals 
category. On the one hand, that 
is driven by a 19.2 shooting 
percentage that is roughly 10 
points higher than his career 
average. On the other, Larkin is 
12th in the NHL in individual 
expected goals at five-on-five, so 
he is doing something right.  

4  
15-
13-3 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

22 Flyers  

Philadelphia seems to have 
steadied itself after a disastrous 
losing streak. The Flyers are 4-
0-1 in their last five, and they are 
keeping themselves afloat in the 
playoff race in the Metropolitan 
Division.  

4  
12-
12-5 

23 Senators  

Tim Stützle, the No. 3 overall 
pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, is 
starting to look more comfortable 
at the highest level of the game. 
The 19-year-old has 15 points in 
28 games, and the Senators 
have performed well at five-on-
five when Stützle has been on 
the ice.  

--  
9-
17-2 

24 Blackhawks 

While everyone else is enjoying 
their favorite holiday movies, 
Chicago has been in the mood 
for some thrillers. All three of the 
Blackhawks' games went to 
overtime last week, and they 
were able to get a big win over 
the Capitals in that fashion. 
However, they promptly lost to 
two division opponents in back-
to-back games.  

--  
11-
15-4 

25 Sharks  

The Sharks have had trouble 
finding the back of the net lately, 
and Timo Meier has just one 
goal in his last eight games. San 
Jose doesn't have the forward 
depth to keep winning when its 
star players get cold, and that 
has been on display in 
December.  

5  
15-
14-1 

26 
Blue 
Jackets  

After a shocking start from the 
Blue Jackets in 2021-22, they 
have just two wins in the month 
of December and are four points 
out of a playoff spot. That hasn't 
been bad luck either. Columbus 
is 29th in the NHL in expected 
goals share at five-on-five 
(44.31%) since Dec. 1.  

4  
14-
13-1 

27 Islanders  

Even after breaking their horrific 
slump, the Islanders just can't 
get out of neutral and win back-
to-back games. In Sunday's loss 
to the Golden Knights, they 
owned just 37.28% of the 

1  
8-
12-6 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

expected goals share at five-on-
five.  

28 Kraken  

The Kraken have just two wins in 
December, and their goaltending 
issues persist, no matter who is 
in the crease. Seattle's 88.62 
save percentage at five-on-five 
is dead last in the league, and 
it's not particularly close. The 
Avalanche are 31st at 90.76%.  

1  
10-
17-3 

29 Canadiens  

Seattle catches a lot of flak for 
its goaltending situation, but 
Montreal's hasn't really been any 
better. Three different goalies 
have started for the Canadiens, 
and all three of them have a 
goals against average above 
three. To be fair to that trio, the 
Habs are one of the worst teams 
in the league when it comes to 
expected goals allowed at five-
on-five.  

1  
7-
21-3 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

30 Coyotes  

The Coyotes got their first win of 
the month in a thrilling overtime 
game against the Ducks in which 
Clayton Keller netted a pair of 
goals. That should be enough to 
tide them over for at least a few 
more weeks.  

1  
6-
21-2 

31 Sabres  

The Sabres picked up five of a 
possible six points last week. 
They weren't all pretty, but that 
doesn't matter to Buffalo. The 
Sabres had lost seven straight 
games before beating the Jets.  

1  
10-
15-5 

32 Devils  

The Devils haven't picked up a 
single point in their last six 
games, and they have one win in 
their last 10. The wheels have 
come off the wagon in New 
Jersey, and it's tough to see 
much changing. The Devils have 
plummeted out of the playoff 
race at this point.  

3  
10-
15-5 
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World Junior Championship: One Prospect to Watch from Every NHL Team 

With the World Junior Championship set to begin on Boxing 
Day, Rachel Doerrie and Tony Ferrari bring you one 
prospect from every NHL franchise to watch. 

By Rachel Doerrie and Tony Ferrari 

It's the ultimate hockey prospect showcase. 

The 2022 World Junior Championship is finally here, and 
there's no shortage of top prospects ready to showcase their 
talents. This year, every NHL team except for Tampa Bay 
and the New York Islanders, are represented. In Tampa's 
case, nobody feels bad because they've won the past two 
Stanley Cups. The Islanders would have had Aatu Räty, but 
COVID had other plans. 

With that said, Rachel Doerrie and Tony Ferrari are back to 
give you one last look at some players to watch, this time 
focusing on one player for each NHL club in a lightning-
round edition of our collaborative series: 

Anaheim Ducks - C Mason McTavish 

After being sent back to junior from Anaheim, the big center 
is going to be one of Canada’s most important players. If the 
pre-tournament game is any indication, expect McTavish to 
get a lot of time at the net-front where he will use his strength 
and puck skill to score from in tight - the perfect compliment 
to Kent Johnson. His ability to read the game and find space 
will make him a difficult player to deal with.  

Arizona Coyotes - W Dylan Guenther 

The Coyotes will be keeping a close eye on what they hope 
is their premier goalscorer of the future. Guenther’s calling 
card is his powerfully accurate shot that he’s able to use 
because of his knack for being available in the open space. 
His ability to arrive at the right time and get his shot off 
quickly is a trait that should cause headaches for the 
defensive coverage at even strength and on the powerplay.  

Boston Bruins - W Fabian Lysell 

The young Swede plays with some of the highest pace of 
any player in the tournament and he should be able to put 
that on display for the Swedish team who will be in need of 
some key secondary scoring. Lysell may be the man to 
provide it with his uptempo game and willingness to attack 
space in the offensive zone while driving play.  

Buffalo Sabres - D Owen Power 

After his first overall selection this past summer, Power has 
done nothing but show that going back to the University of 
Michigan was the right choice. Having a dominant season in 
college, Power should thrive in a big role for Canada at the 
World Juniors. His blend of skating and size along with 

improved puck skills and decision making should make him a 
threat to be the tournament’s best blueliner.  

Calgary Flames - W Matthew Coronato 

One of Calgary’s top prospects gets his first chance with 
USA Hockey and is going to play a primary offensive role. An 
excellent passer of the puck, Coronato has the ability to find 
teammates with direct, indirect and lob passes and his high 
work rate allows him to quickly steal pucks and transition to 
offense. He anticipates the play well and will find pockets of 
space to create high danger scoring opportunities.  

Carolina Hurricanes - W Ville Koivunen 

With more options than any other team with TEN players 
representing them at the World Juniors, Ville Koivunen gets 
the nod here. The Carolina Hurricanes were thrilled to have 
Koivunen fall into their laps at the draft and his blend of 
offensive instincts and cerebral playmaking should give him 
the chance to make an impact for the perennially feisty 
Finns. He is a threat to score off the rush or make a play 
when set up in the zone. Look for Koivunen to be a catalyst 
for the Finns offensive attack.  

Chicago Blackhawks - G Drew Commesso 

With no Lucas Reichel, we turn our attention to Drew 
Commesso. The Blackhawks hope their future goaltender 
can continue his strong play as he’s expected to be the 
starter for the defending champions. He’s very athletic in his 
movements and is able to find pucks through traffic. At a 
tournament where goaltending can be a deciding factor, 
Commesso’s athleticism may allow him to make one more 
save than his counterpart.  

Colorado Avalanche - W Oskar Olausson 

The third member of Sweden’s top line is off to a great start 
with 25 points in 22 games in the OHL. A returning player, 
there are few who have the same pure abilities as Olausson. 
He’s not special with any one thing, but he’s above average 
in skating, handling, and passing. He uses physicality well to 
create space on offense and separate players from pucks on 
defense. He is excellent in transition with how unpredictable 
he is and will use that to set up Holtz and Eklund for 
dangerous scoring chances.  

Columbus Blue Jackets - D Samuel Kňažko 

As Slovakia's captain, Kňažko will be leaned on heavily on 
the backend. He has experience playing against men at the 
Liiga level as well as Olympic qualifying for Slovakia so he 
should be well adjusted to playing against strong 
competition. He is excellent on the breakout and should be 
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the beneficiary of Slovakia’s boom of skill at forward as he 
can move the puck to them and let them dance.  

Dallas Stars - W Logan Stankoven 

Stankoven has been on a tear this season with 32 points in 
22 games. An 18-year old at this tournament, Stankoven 
may be a high-impact, low-minute guy for Canada. He brings 
speed, tenacity on the puck and is a threat to score. More 
importantly, Stankoven brings a defensive toolkit to Canada 
that will be key to disrupt other top-end players from scoring 
throughout the tournament. He’s a dark horse candidate to 
make a high-impact play at a key time for Canada. 

Detroit Red Wings - D Simon Edvinsson 

While Canadian netminder Sebastian Cossa easily fits the 
bill for this exercise, it will be the Red Wings’ top pick last 
summer that fans should be watching. He has been 
absolutely delightful at the SHL level this season and his 
game has begun to round out the way everyone in the 
prospect world had hoped. Whether it’s defensively or 
offensively, Edvinsson will very likely be the Swede’s best 
blueliner.  

Edmonton Oilers - W Xavier Bourgault 

It is no secret that Edmonton could use some scoring on the 
wings and they’ll be keeping a close eye on Bourgault who is 
averaging nearly 2 points per game in the QMJHL this 
season. Bourgault is another dual-threat player, with an 
accurate shot and the ability to create passing lanes. The 
key area to watch will be to watch how he plays on the wall, 
as that is a weakness and may lead to a scenario where he 
is moved down the lineup if Canada is defending a lead.  

Florida Panthers - W Mackie Samoskevich 

On a team that will have to score by committee, 
Samoskevich very likely could emerge as one of the 
American’s more proficient scorers. With the high-level puck 
skills and silky passing ability, the Michigan Wolverine’s 
forward will be looked at to put the puck on his teammates’ 
stick in prime scoring positions.  

Los Angeles Kings - D Helge Grans 

LA’s second-best defensive prospect is going to play a key 
role on Sweden’s blue line at the tournament. Playing the 
AHL, Grans is averaging half a point per game and his heavy 
shot from the point will be a threat every game. Outside of 
his offensive gifts, Grans is an excellent puck-mover and 
transition defender on the right side.  

Minnesota Wild - D Jack Peart 

We’ve already covered Khusnutdinov and Wallstedt in our 
drafted piece, so let’s look at Peart. On a USA blue line that 
boasts some excellent puck movers, Peart shows that he 
belongs. His ability to read coverage, break the forecheck 
and break out is excellent. His ability to move laterally allows 
him to walk the blue line, jump into lanes and defend the 
rush very well. With 10 points as a freshman at St. Cloud 
State, don’t be surprised if he puts up a few points, too.  

Montreal Canadiens - D Kaiden Guhle 

Captain Canada, Kaiden Guhle! The two-way defender is 
one of the most vocal players on the ice at all times and that 

goes for talking to his own team and the opponents. He is 
willing to throw the body, jump into the offensive rush and fill 
any role that coach Dave Cameron asks of him. Watch for 
him to play in all situations and be a factor for the Canadians 
every game.  

Nashville Predators - G Yaroslav Askarov 

This wasn’t a difficult choice. Askarov is one of the best 
goaltending prospects in two decades and gets his third 
crack at the WJC, rarified air for a Russian player. He’s 
posted a respectable .904 in the KHL this season and 
against his peers in Russia, has been extremely difficult to 
beat with his flexibility and reaction time. Russia’s blue line 
leaves a lot to be desired and if they are to challenge at this 
tournament, Askarov will have to show why he’s been touted 
as the next great Russian goaltender.  

New Jersey Devils - D Luke Hughes 

Is this the coming-out party for the youngest Hughes 
brother? The incredibly skilled offensive blueliner will have a 
chance to create offensively. With limited firepower upfront 
for the Americans this year, Hughes may be given the run to 
be that fourth forward we saw so much at the NTDP the last 
couple of years. His impact will go a long way to the U.S. 
success at this year’s World Juniors.  

New York Islanders - Should have been Aatu Räty 

Unfortunately, Räty is going to have to wait a bit to continue 
his redemption tour. The young Finnish center has been a 
force since his transfer in Liiga this season, with 13 points in 
11 games for Jukurit. When he has an opportunity in the top-
six, he will produce and he’s done it this year. Unfortunately, 
COVID has prevented him from traveling with Finland which 
means he will be left out of the tournament for the second 
year in a row.  

New York Rangers - G Dylan Garand 

The lone returning goaltender for Canada may end up their 
starter. He was excellent in the pre-tournament game against 
Russia, and will provide a steady presence in the crease. 
He’s been excellent in the WHL this season, looking 
unbeatable for long stretches. His lateral movement is 
calculated and precise, rarely oversliding or losing the net. 
Canada has had goaltending issues at this tournament and 
Garand may be the key to solving those concerns this year. 

Ottawa Senators - D Tyler Kleven 

We’ve all heard about Jake Sanderson and the role he’s 
expected to play for the USA as captain but fellow defender 
Tyler Kleven may be the player to really keep your eye on. 
His role last year was fairly minor but the hard-hitting 
defensive blueliner will look to put his mark on this year’s 
event and help keep the U.S. afloat in some games where 
they don’t have the firepower up front to keep up.  

Philadelphia Flyers - D Emil Andrae  

The Swedes had plenty of high-end talent to look at when it 
came down to naming their leadership group and it was the 
undersized blueliner Emil Andrae that they chose to give the 
‘C’ to. He moves the puck well up ice from the defensive 
zone and shows skilled passing all over the ice. The 5’9” 
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defender plays with a tonne of confidence with and without 
the puck.  

Pittsburgh Penguins - G Joel Blomqvist 

Likely starting the tournament competing for playing time 
with Leevi Meriläinen, Blomqvist will have his work cut out for 
him. He has had success at lower levels of international play 
but the composed and technically sound netminder has had 
a hard time carving out a role at the U20 level. A strong 
tournament could go a long way towards boosting his status 
as a possible long-term answer in net for the Penguins.  

San Jose Sharks - W William Eklund 

Starting the year in the NHL before being sent back to 
Sweden, Eklund has had a solid season thus far. Getting the 
opportunity to head back to the World Juniors will be fun for 
the young Swede as COVID took him out of the running last 
season. He is one of the most pro-ready players in this 
tournament and his dynamic scoring presence will be a sight 
to behold for a Swedish team that will be relying on him and 
Alexander Holtz on the top line to produce in a big way.  

Seattle Kraken - C Matty Beniers 

One of the top prospects in the tournament, Beniers is a two-
way pivot that will be relied upon at both ends of the ice. He’s 
a primary puck carrier that uses crossovers and deception to 
exit and enter zones. He’ll play both special teams and be 
counted on to contribute offensively while shutting down the 
best players on the other teams.  

St Louis Blues - C Tanner Dickinson 

Dickinson is a prime example of playing your way onto the 
team with an excellent start to the season. The fourth-round 
pick has 33 points in 24 games in the Soo this season and 
possesses standout speed. He consistently beats 
defencemen wide with the change of pace and will create 
scoring chances and draw penalties off the rush. Dickinson's 
speed will be an asset on the forecheck and the penalty kill 
as well.  

Tampa Bay Lightning - No Participant 

Just enjoy your back-to-back cups and leave the prospects 
to teams who can’t beat you. Enjoy the festivities.  

Toronto Maple Leafs - C Roni Hirvonen 

One of Finland’s most important players with the absence of 
Aatu Räty due to COVID, Hirvonen will be asked to take on a 
lot. The two-way center will be leaned on at both ends of the 
ice and he’ll have the ‘C’ on his chest to boot. Smart, 
decisive, and solid in all aspects, Hirvonen is worth watching.  

Vancouver Canucks - C Dmitry Zlodeyev 

The lone Canucks prospect will play a bottom-six role for 
Russia, where he will effectively use his high motor and 
speed to forecheck, retrieve loose pucks and win battles. He 
reads the play well and is able to move off the puck to create 
passing lanes for his teammates. With the puck, he looks to 
pass to the middle of the ice and uses deception move 
defenders into bad areas.  

Vegas Golden Knights - D Lukas Cormier 

Cormier has the potential to be Canada’s powerplay 
specialist. He possesses an excellent shot and he is not 
afraid to use it. He finds lanes well and in a chaotic 
tournament, his shot should cause all kinds of rebounds at 
the net front. He’s a good one-on-one defender and is able to 
accelerate the breakout with simple decisions.  

Washington Capitals - W Oskar Magnusson 

The lone player representing the Washington Capitals, 
Magnusson is a player who plays at a high pace and loves to 
utilize his skill in one-on-one open ice situations. He attacks 
space and finds passing lanes quite well. He certainly isn’t a 
household name but a strong performance in a secondary 
scoring role for the Swedes could be huge for the 2020 
seventh-round pick.  

Winnipeg Jets - C/RW Chaz Lucius  

A high-level sniper, Lucius will be looked at as one of the key 
scorers on a team that doesn’t have anyone to look to as 
‘The Guy’. Lucius has a ridiculous shot and can shoot from a 
variety of angles and positions in the offensive zone. He has 
some mobility issues but at the junior level, he likely won’t 
have too much of an issue. His playmaking ability doesn’t get 
spoken about but he understands that his shot is such a 
viable weapon that opponents have to respect it and open up 
passing lanes for Lucius.
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‘Nothing surprises me with this group’: Canes’ organizational depth, resiliency on full 
display 

Things could have gone off the rails for the Hurricanes last 
week, but instead a patchwork group of players just kept 
winning. 

By Alec_Sawyer  

When a second wave of COVID-19 hit the Carolina 
Hurricanes last week, it felt like there might finally be a stall 
in what has been a well-oiled machine in the red sweaters 
this season. 

Instead, the Canes won back-to-back games at home in 
commanding fashion, beating the Red Wings 5-3 and the 
Kings 5-1 despite having six starters in COVID protocol and 
playing the Detroit game with just 16 skaters.  

“Nothing surprises me with this group,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour following the win over L.A. “When you think it 
maybe will be a little too tough, they find a way. Just a gritty 
effort up and down the lineup from pretty much everybody. It 
was one of those special wins.” 

The Hurricanes got those two big wins at home without 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Jordan Staal, Steven 
Lorentz, Seth Jarvis and Ian Cole, beating the Red Wings 
playing two skaters short and then topping Los Angeles with 
a lineup that featured five AHL call-ups playing with the 
forward group.  

And the AHL call-ups aren’t just skating for the Canes, but 
contributing to the wins as well. In the win over Detroit, Jack 
Drury scored his first NHL goal while his Chicago Wolves 
teammate Andrew Poturalski picked up his first NHL assist. 
The Wolves have been a wagon in the AHL this year, and 
the collective talent of that group carried it well to the NHL 
stage.  

“I think all of our players in Chicago are really good and 
getting to play with a couple of them tonight made it easy,” 
Drury said. “It felt seamless. I think the culture we have in 
Carolina blends down into Chicago and I think we bring that 
same work ethic that they do up here and try to have the 
same mentality that way whenever someone’s number is 
called, they’re ready.” 

And then against the Kings, Drury scored again, with 
Poturalski and Josh Leivo finding the scoresheet with 
assists.  

“It’s pretty impressive,” said Jesperi Kotkaniemi. “In the 
situation we are in, guys come up and play on that level, it’s 
just crazy. That tells you about this organization and how 
good it is. We can trust those guys every night. It’s been 
great.” 

To make matters maybe more impressive for the Canes, last 
week’s slew of call-ups from the Wolves wasn’t even the first 
time this season Carolina has gotten solid NHL production 
from AHL players.  

When Tony DeAngelo and Brett Pesce went into COVID 
protocol at the end of November, Max Lajoie and Jalen 
Chatfield joined the Hurricanes and immediately started 
playing strong hockey, with Chatfield (now on the IR with a 
lower-body injury) garnering particularly high praise for the 
way he stepped up and played.  

“The two callups that we brought up, Max and [Chatfield], 
have played great,” said Brind’Amour during that stretch. 
“Maybe better than we expected. We’re missing some All-
Star caliber players. Those are big losses. For those guys to 
step in, they’ve played as well as they could have. It’s been a 
pleasant surprise, for sure.” 

And while the level of production from the Wolves call-ups 
has certainly been a surprise, it isn’t a completely random 
thing.  

A lot of credit belongs to the Hurricanes’ front-office staff and 
scouting department, which has clearly done quite a job in 
building the foundational depth needed to survive an NHL 
season, particularly a season during the COVID era.  

“It’s organizational depth,” said Brett Pesce after the Detroit 
win. “It speaks volumes to the scouting staff and front office. 
It’s amazing. You saw Jack scoring and he was making 
things happen. [Poturalski] got his first NHL point. They’re 
not just playing and going through the motions, they’re 
contributing to that win. That’s exciting to see for sure.” 

It’s something that has been a big talking point for the Canes 
for the past few weeks now, with the lineup somewhat of a 
revolving door but the results continuing to be more and 
more of the same.  

“That’s huge,” said Jaccob Slavin. “That speaks to 
management doing a great job of providing depth down the 
organization. And then these guys get their opportunity, and 
they’re capable players. They come up and do what they do 
best, and that’s just play the game. They’re great skaters. 
For them to come in and play the way they have is huge.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes are among the NHLs leaders, with 
43 points in 29 games heading into the holiday break. It’s 
also been over a month since the Canes were at full 
strength. 

But the wins keep coming, and it’s the organizational depth, 
along with a culture developed in Raleigh over the past few 
years, that has kept the train chugging along.
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NHL delays return to play, Canes vs. Panthers postponed 

Another postponement down the wire for the Canes, as 
Monday’s meeting with the Panthers is off.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The NHL announced Friday that its return to play would be 
delayed by a day, as all Dec. 27 games have been 
postponed.  

For the Canes, that means that Monday night’s home tilt with 
the Florida Panthers is off. Carolina’s next scheduled game, 
for now, will be Thursday Dec. 30 against the Canadiens at 
home, though everything at this point is up in the air.  

Here is the full release from the NHL: 

NEW YORK (Dec. 24, 2021) – The National Hockey League 
announced today that its regular-season schedule will not 
resume prior to Tuesday, Dec. 28. The League had planned 
to resume its schedule on Dec. 27, but in order to allow the 
League an adequate opportunity to analyze League-wide 
testing results and to assess Clubs’ readiness to play, the 
target date for resumption of game play will be pushed back 
an additional day. Teams will return to practice on Dec. 26 
and it is expected that the League will provide an update on 
its return to play plans by the end of day on Sunday.

 

Canes Prospects Heading to the World Juniors 

The Hurricanes should be well represented at one of the best 
U20 tournaments hockey has to offer. 

By Matthew Somma 

*Editor’s Note: With World Juniors getting underway Sunday, 
we’re re-publishing this piece Matt wrote a couple weeks ago 
on all 10 Canes’ prospects playing in the WJC. 

We’re less than two weeks away from the most wonderful 
time of the year. That’s right folks, we’re less than two weeks 
from the World Junior Championships. The Hurricanes have 
always had a few prospects on various rosters at the World 
Juniors, but this year, the Hurricanes could be one of the 
teams with the most players at the World Juniors thanks to 
two straight years of strong drafting.  

With Russia, Canada and the United States announcing their 
final rosters this week, the Hurricanes officially have 10 
prospects on various teams at the World Juniors. They’re the 
team with the most prospects at the World Juniors, a 
testament to the excellent work that the Hurricanes’ amateur 
scouting department has done in recent years. The Canes’ 
10 prospects heading to World Juniors ties the NHL record 
for most from one team in WJC history. 

Canada 

Ronan Seeley - Seeley has been a top defenseman for 
Everett in the WHL this season. He currently has 22 points in 
24 games on one of the CHL’s top teams this season and 
has officially been named to Canada’s roster for the World 
Juniors. Seeley plays a responsible game at a high pace and 
can occasionally dazzle you with his puck skills and stick 
work in the defensive zone.  

I’ve said before that he plays a similar style to Jaccob Slavin, 
although with less upside. Canada’s first team practice was 
Tuesday, December 14, which saw Seeley on Canada’s 
fourth pairing. It’s likely that Seeley will be in a depth role for 
Team Canada, but if they need someone to shut down the 
opponent’s best, Seeley is their guy. 

USA 

Scott Morrow - Morrow has been outstanding for UMass this 
season and should quarterback one of the United States’ 
power play units during the tournament. Morrow’s slick puck 
handling, smooth stride, hockey sense and vision make him 

a lethal presence in the offensive zone and will give the 
United States a boost there. The United States has a deep 
group of defensemen, so I wouldn’t be too surprised if 
Morrow’s ice time is limited at even strength. His defensive 
game still needs some work, and while I feel that he has 
improved significantly in college, the United States might 
prefer to keep him in an offensive role more than anything 
else.  

I’m expecting Morrow to be one of the USA’s top-scoring 
defensemen in this tournament. A lot of people are hyped to 
see Luke Hughes and are forgetting just how good Morrow is 
in the offensive zone. Morrow is underrated and should put 
himself on a lot of people’s radars over the course of the 
tournament. We’ve yet to see how the USA will utilize him in 
their line combinations, but The Athletic’s Scott Wheeler 
projects Morrow on the USA’s third pairing.  

Germany 

Nikita Quapp - That’s right folks, we’re talking Quapp Quapp 
Quapp. He is one of four goalies and one of two drafted 
players on Germany’s roster, so there’s a decent chance that 
we could see him get a start or two. Compared to recent 
years, the German roster for the 2022 World Juniors could 
be best described as thin, especially now that Chicago pick 
Lukas Reichel will miss the tournament. Needless to say, I’m 
not expecting Germany to do well. What I’d like to see is for 
Quapp to keep his team in the game and make timely saves. 
He plays on a terrible team in the DEL and has done fairly 
well, so all I want to see is more of that. If you’re unfamiliar 
with the player, I tweeted a few clips from his most recent 
start.  

Finland 

Aleksi Heimosalmi - Heimosalmi is the youngest defenseman 
on Finland’s roster, which is already a big deal. While he 
may not see a lot of minutes in this tournament due to 
Finland’s defensive depth, he should be able to play enough 
for Finland’s national staff to take notice. Heimosalmi will 
likely play in Finland for another season after this one, so it’s 
very likely that he’ll be one of their top defenders at the 2023 
World Juniors. This year, however, I expect to see him take 
control of the game at even strength and play a strong two 
way game. Don’t let Heimosalmi’s point totals at the Liiga 
level fool you, he’s a very good defenseman. He’s more of a 
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two way defender than an offensive defenseman, which is 
fairly atypical for a player his size.  

Ville Koivunen - Koivunen has been tearing up the Liiga this 
season, and with Aatu Raty missing the tournament due to 
quarantine, he’s my pick for Finland’s breakout player. 
Koivunen is one of the smartest players on the ice at any 
given moment and he won’t give up on a play. His stride has 
improved tremendously this season and it isn’t a liability in 
the men’s league, which was something that worried me a 
bit. Koivunen might have one of the best shots in the 
tournament and his stickhandling and hockey sense should 
make him a nightmare for opposing defenses. Koivunen 
could turn a lot of heads at the World Juniors and it should 
give Canes fans a look at the latest promising player to come 
from Karpat. 

Russia 

Vasiliy Ponomaryov - Ponomaryov was wearing the “C” for 
Russia during their training camp, so it’s safe to say that he’ll 
be the team’s captain at the World Juniors. Ponomaryov has 
been at the World Juniors once already and should be one of 
the highest-scoring Hurricanes prospects at the tournament 
due to his experience and overall skill. Ponomaryov is smart 
and can make some dazzling passes, particularly from 
behind the net. He plays a power forward game and will be 
leaned on heavily with some of Russia’s top players having 
to miss the tournament due to...playing in North America? 

Alexander Pashin - Pashin is good, folks. Like, really good. 
He’s one of those players that can score from almost 
anywhere and his speed and hockey sense allow him to 
create offense in a variety of ways. Pashin should see time 
on the power play for Russia and will be one of the team’s 
snipers if they deploy him properly. It’s unreal that the 
Hurricanes were able to draft Pashin in the seventh round. 
He has top six upside, and if the Hurricanes can convince 
him to leave Russia in a few years, he could be a legitimate 
NHLer. I’m excited to watch Pashin play in this tournament. 

Nikita Guslistov - Guslistov is another goal scorer that plays 
at a high pace. Sensing a trend? Guslistov has been a KHL 
regular this season and is coming into his own offensively. 
He does some excellent work around the net and is a good 
screen in front of the goalie, something not usually seen in 
smaller forwards. Guslistov may not be a well-known name 
in the prospect world, but I like what I’ve seen from him this 
season. The Canes love to take smaller players with high 
offensive upside in the later rounds, and Guslistov is an 
intriguing prospect. 

Sweden 

Zion Nybeck - Nybeck played well in a depth role for Sweden 
at last year’s World Juniors, but this year, he should be one 

of their top players and offensive forwards. His creativity with 
the puck and overall hockey sense make him one of the 
most exciting players to watch in the offensive zone, and it 
wouldn’t surprise me if he’s on their top power play unit. This 
Swedish roster is much better than last year’s, at least in my 
opinion, so we should see the Swedes contend for a medal 
once again. 

I talked to Mikael Holm, a Swedish scout, about Nybeck, and 
here’s what he had to say: 

“Zion Nybeck hasn’t been super impressive in 
HockeyAllsvenskan this year but he looks solid. He doesn’t 
play that much so he does the most he can with what he can 
get. There’s real questions surrounding his projectability to 
the NHL. Will be interesting to see how he fares in a bigger 
role for the Swedish WJC team.” 

Joel Nystrom - Nystrom wasn’t a player that I paid much 
attention to when he was drafted, but he’s been a dominant 
force in the SHL this season. This season, Nystrom is 
averaging 17:40 of ice time per game, nearly an 11-minute 
improvement over last season’s average. He is currently tied 
for the lead in U20 scoring in the entire SHL alongside 
Detroit’s sixth overall pick, Simon Edvinsson. Nystrom plays 
a responsible, modern NHL game and should be a solid pro 
for the Hurricanes. I’m excited to see him in Sweden’s top 
four and it wouldn’t surprise me at all if he’s on their 
shutdown pairing. I’ve been impressed with Nystrom the few 
times I’ve watched him this season and it’ll be nice to get a 
look to see how he holds up against the best U20 players in 
the world.  

Mikael had thoughts on Nystrom as well: “Joel Nyström plays 
like he’s one of the better defensemen in the SHL so far this 
season. He plays big minutes on a team that should be one 
of the best teams in the league but hasn’t been so far. For a 
7th round pick he’s proving himself worth much more than 
that right now.” 

Other Prospect News 

 Pyotr Kochetkov was recently named the KHL’s 
Goalie of the Week thanks to three straight wins 
and a .945 save percentage. 

 Alexander Nikishin will play for the Russian National 
Team at the Channel One Cup starting December 
15. He is already 20 so he is too old for the World 
Juniors, but getting the call to the men’s team is a 
huge honor. Nikishin was also given another honor 
on Tuesday as he was announced as Spartak 
Moscow’s representative for the KHL All Star 
Game.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256767537.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256842632.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article256558951.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-eleven-world-juniors-week/c-329219226 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/world-juniors-representation-an-indicator-of-canes-successful-draft-plan/c-329222140 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/world-junior-championship-primer/c-329224116 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-golden-knights-look-like-contenders-as-league-enters-break/ 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/world-junior-championship-one-prospect-to-watch-from-every-nhl-team 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/23/22848388/nothing-surprises-me-with-this-group-canes-organizational-depth-resiliency-on-full-display 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/24/22853331/nhl-delays-return-to-play-canes-vs-panthers-postponed 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/15/22831001/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-world-juniors-preview 
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NHL extends holiday break, postpones Blue Jackets game 

 

Lori Schmidt 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

The Blue Jackets are now set to resume play on Tuesday with a road 
game against the Chicago Blackhawks, although like so much else 
related to the NHL right now, that is subject to change. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets game against the Toronto Maple Leafs that 
was to be played at Nationwide Arena on Monday has been postponed.  

The NHL announced they were extending the previously scheduled 
holiday break until Tuesday due to COVID-19. Specifically, the league 
said it would use the extra day to "analyze League-wide testing results 
and to assess Clubs’ readiness to play."  

Teams will, however, be able to return to practice on December 26, and it 
is expected that the league will provide an update on its return-to-play 
plans by the end of Sunday. 

Happy holidays: Here's a look at the Blue Jackets' 12 plays of Christmas. 

A makeup date for Monday's faceoff with the Maple Leafs has not yet 
been determined, but the NHL has previously indicated that with its 
players no longer participating in the Olympics, also due to COVID-19, 
the three weeks between Feb. 6-22 would be a window in which to 
reschedule games. 

The Blue Jackets have already had three games pushed back: road 
contests against the Calgary Flames and Buffalo Sabres as well as a 
Dec. 23 home game against the Sabres.  

In a statement, the Blue Jackets said complete ticketing information for 
postponed games will be announced as it becomes available. 

As of now, the next scheduled game for Columbus is Tuesday against 
the Chicago Blackhawks at the United Center. 
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NHL postpones 14 games; won’t resume play until Tuesday 

 

12/24/2021 

By John Wawrow 

 

TORONTO - The NHL pushed back its return from an already extended 
holiday break an extra day by postponing its entire 14-game Monday 
schedule for COVID-19 testing reasons. 

The league said Friday it now plans to resume play Tuesday in a 
decision that increases the total of postponed games to 64 this season. 

Teams are still scheduled to resume practicing Sunday, but won’t be 
allowed to take the ice until players, coaches and traveling officials are 
cleared following a round of COVID-19 tests. The decision to delay the 
resumption of play will allow what the NHL called “an adequate 
opportunity to analyze league-wide testing results and to assess clubs’ 
readiness to play.” 

The NHL said it will provide further updates on its return to play plans 
Sunday. 

The move comes after the NHL opened its annual holiday break on 
Wednesday, two days earlier than scheduled, because of a significant 
jump in players landing in the league’s COVID-19 protocols, and with 10 
teams’ schedules paused. 
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The sudden rash of postponed games also led the NHL to exercise its 
right to withdraw from participating in the Winter Olympics in February. 
The league will instead use its previously scheduled Olympic break, 
which runs from Feb. 6-22, to make up its postponed games in order to 
complete an 82-game season. 

Toronto forward William Nylander entered the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols 
Friday, giving the Maple Leafs 13 players on the list. Maple Leafs captain 
John Tavares, defenseman Morgan Rielly and goaltender Jack Campbell 
also are in the protocols along with coach Sheldon Keefe, two assistants 
and four other members of the organization. 
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Maple Leafs slated to return to practice as uncertainty with schedule 
continues 

 

Terry Koshan 

12/25/2021 

 

If you happened to get a crystal ball for Christmas, perhaps send it over 
to the Maple Leafs’ offices. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Otherwise, blindly trying to predict what will happen for the Leafs during 
the next several weeks — when they will play, who they will play, how 
many games they will play — at best would be foolish. 

The Leafs were scheduled to return to practice at the Ford Performance 
Centre on Sunday afternoon following the National Hockey League’s 
Christmas break, but the number of players who take the ice — and who 
guides them — couldn’t be said with certainty. 

When forward William Nylander was added to COVID-19 protocol on 
Christmas Eve, that made 13 Leafs players who had been forced to the 
sideline for similar reasons. Among the coaches and support staff, 
Sheldon Keefe and assistant Spencer Carbery also had earlier been 
placed in isolation. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

In addition to the Leafs players who were placed in protocol, so did seven 
off-ice staff. 

Only players (and staff) who test negative for COVID when they return to 
team facilities will get the green light to participate in practice. No 
practices anywhere across the NHL will start before 2 p.m. local time on 
Sunday. 

There was no news from the Leafs on Christmas Day of any additions 
among players or team staff to COVID protocol. 

The first Leafs to go into protocol were captain John Tavares and Alex 
Kerfoot on Dec. 17, followed later that day by veterans Jason Spezza 
and Wayne Simmonds. 

Whether there are any further additions, the group that skates on 
Sunday, and presumably on Monday with the postponement of Toronto’s 
game that night in Columbus, could be small. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The players who were not added to the protocol list in the past nine days 
include defencemen Jake Muzzin, Justin Holl, Timothy Liljegren and Alex 

Biega and forwards Auston Matthews, Michael Bunting, Ondrej Kase, 
Nick Ritchie, Alex Steeves, Pierre Engvall and Kyle Clifford. Biega and 
Clifford were loaned to the Toronto Marlies on Dec. 20. 

There’s also the status of Mitch Marner to consider. How close will 
Marner be to returning from a shoulder injury suffered in practice on Dec. 
3? 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

The Leafs’ next game is scheduled for Wednesday at home against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, though the status of the game is up in the air. 

To date, the Leafs, who have not played since beating the Edmonton 
Oilers on Dec. 14, have had five games postponed. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Toronto Marlies also have had several games postponed, and had 
10 players in protocol as of last weekend. 

EYES ON WORLD JUNIOR 

While there are no guarantees with the Leafs in the near future regarding 
the schedule, fans of the team can get their prospect fix at the world 
junior hockey championship in Alberta, starting Sunday. 

The Leafs have three prospects participating in the 2022 tournament, 
and for various reasons, all bear watching. 

Toronto selected a pair of Finns — forward Roni Hirvonen and 
defenceman Topi Niemela — five picks apart in the 2020 NHL draft. 
Hirvonen was snapped up by the Leafs with the 59th pick, and Niemela 
was taken off the board by Toronto at No. 64. 

Each progressed well since, and each is looking to take another step 
from the experience of the 2021 world junior last winter, when Finland 
beat Russia in the bronze-medal game. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Niemela is a mobile, offensively talented skater who was named the best 
defenceman by the IIHF directorate in the ’21 event after leading all 
blueliners with eight points (two goals and six assists) in seven games. 

A right-handed shot (if this has you envisioning him playing alongside 
Morgan Rielly one day with the Leafs, or in the top four, we’re not going 
to stop you), Niemela has continued to prosper with Karpat of Liiga in 
Finland. The 19-year-old has 24 points (six goals and 18 assists) in 31 
games, which not only has him in 10th in league scoring, but also puts 
him atop the defenceman leaderboard. 

There’s no reason to believe the 5-foot-11, 165-pound Niemela won’t be 
anything but a dominating player in Alberta. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Then there is Hirvonen, who had six points (two goals and four assists) in 
seven games for Finland a year ago. Not only is Hirvonen, 19, smart in 
all three zones, there’s potential with his leadership abilities as well. 
Hirvonen was named Finland’s captain and he personifies what we have 
come to expect from Finns — he’s diligent, and doesn’t hold anything 
back. 

And the 5-foot-9, 172-pound Hirvonen has taken strides offensively, too. 
With 16 points (six goals and 10 assists) in 28 games for HIFK in Liiga, 
he is just five points shy of the 21 he recorded in 54 games for Assat last 
season. 

Expect him to be a key contributor in Finland’s top six. 

And lastly, if you tune into any games involving the United States, you’re 
not going to miss forward Matthew Knies. 

Drafted in the second round, 57th overall, by the Leafs in 2021, the 6-
foot-3, 210-pound Knies is the kind of player the Leafs haven’t employed 
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much in recent years: A power-forward type who uses his size to his 
advantage. 

He is taking part in the world junior for the first time, propelled by a good 
start to his rookie season at the University of Minnesota. In 18 games, 
Knies has seven goals and nine assists, and he is expected to take that 
kind of production to the States’ offensive thrust in Alberta. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 3 bold Senators predictions for 2022: Matt Murray bounces 
back 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

December 25, 2021, 9:39 AM 

 

Even more than usual, forecasting has become a fool’s business. 

Who can predict the outcome of events these days, when the events 
themselves are so often delayed, postponed or cancelled outright? 

Nevertheless, into the breach we go with three bold predictions for the 
Ottawa Senators in 2022 -- assuming the entire year doesn't just get put 
over to 2023. 

Sportsnet's Bold Predictions for 2022 

With the new year on the horizon, we're putting our boldest predictions 
for 2022 on the record. Find the latest as they're  

Published right here. 

| All our Bold Predictions, all in one spot 

Matt Murray rebounds 

I know, this sounds like a prediction made out on the thinnest limb of a 
questionable tree, with the sound of the branch giving way. But if you 
think about it, everything is in place for Ottawa’s erstwhile starting 
goaltender to get back to doing what he was hired to do. 

Murray has been everything but reliable this season. He’s been slow off 
the mark, sick, injured, then sicker (with COVID-19), then waived to the 
minors. 

But as we write this, Senators goalie prospect Filip Gustavsson, who had 
been backing up Anton Forsberg, is on the COVID-19 protocol list and 
likely won’t be available when Ottawa returns to the ice. 

Murray has played well in his two AHL starts with Belleville (1-1, 2.55 
GAA and .918 goals-against) and should get a chance to return to 
Ottawa to be part of a tandem with Forsberg. The big Swede has been 
terrific, giving his young team a chance to win nearly every game he has 
started in December. 

But he is bound to need a break, or stumble, and Murray will get his 
chance at some measure of redemption. Keep in mind Murray did have a 
strong rebound last spring, returning from injury and a technical reboot to 
go 3-1-0 with a 1.37 GAA and .953% in five April games. Two of those 
three wins came by shutout. So, Murray has it in him, let’s see if the Sens 
can bring it out of him. 

The best Big Reads of 2021 

As 2021 reaches its end, we're reflecting on the stories that shaped our 
year. Here are some of our favourite Big Reads from the last 12 months. 

From hockey in south Texas to dressing room playlists, here are our 
editors' picks. 

Winning hockey the rest of the way 

After winning just one game in November, the Senators were a different 
team in December. The top line of Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris and 
Drake Batherson emerged as a force. Tim Stützle broke out of his early 
scoring slump. Forsberg provided stability in goal and the defensive 
pairings were sorted out, with Thomas Chabot/Nikita Zaitsev and Artem 
Zub/Nick Holden as a reliable top four. 

Before the pause, Zaitsev was injured, leaving rookie Jacob Bernard-
Docker to fill in. While JBD doesn’t have Zaitsev’s experience, there is no 
reason that JBD and/or Lassi Thomson can’t fill in until Zaitsev returns. 

A playoff spot is a distant dream, but who needs to think about that as 
the new year begins? If Ottawa can play the same way in January that it 
did in December, there is no reason to think the Senators can’t go.500 or 
better the rest of the way. Whether that puts the Sens in the mix as the 
playoff picture gets sorted out is secondary to the concept of playing well 
enough to salvage some pride in a season that got off the rails in October 
and November. 

In Memoriam 

As 2021 reaches its end, Sportsnet is remembering not only the 
moments that stayed with us, but the people who’ve left us. 

| Remembering the notable sports figures we lost in 2021 

Jake Sanderson makes impressive jump 

Let the USA hockey program kick around its Olympic roster, with the 
possibility that Ottawa prospect Jake Sanderson could make the grade. 
In Ottawa, fans prefer to look forward to the day, as early as this coming 
March, when the fine young defenceman finishes his NCAA season with 
the University of North Dakota and comes directly to Ottawa to begin his 
NHL career. It says here that Sanderson not only jumps directly into a 
spot on the Senators blueline but steps in and doesn’t miss a step. This 
spring or certainly by next fall, it is possible to imagine a top four defence 
that includes Sanderson, perhaps in a tandem with Zub. 

“Jake Sanderson could be playing for the Ottawa Senators right now,” 
said USA general manager John Vanbiesbrouck on the eve of the World 
Junior Championship. Sanderson, who is wearing the ‘C’ for Team USA, 
is the complete package as a defensive prospect. He plays a sound 
defensive game, skates like a dream (his father was the smooth-skating 
Geoff Sanderson), and at better than one-point-per game this season is 
showing that he has more offensive upside than some realized. 

Chabot, Ottawa’s other franchise D-man, was a first-round draft pick in 
2015 (18th overall) and barely had a cup of coffee in the AHL, playing 
just 13 games in the fall of 2017-18 before jumping into the NHL as a 20-
year-old and proving himself to be a special player and an outstanding 
pick at No. 18 overall. Most draft ‘do-overs’ from 2015 have Chabot slide 
in at sixth overall. 

Sanderson,the No. 5 pick in 2020, could play as a 19-year-old this spring 
and be an NHL regular next fall at age 20. He is another huge piece in 
the core of Ottawa’s future as a contending team. 
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