
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 28, 2021 

 

 

The Predators surprise, the Sharks fade, and wait — do we already know all the Eastern 
playoff teams? 

By Sean McIndoe 

There were almost no games played in the last week, so 
spoiler alert, the rankings haven’t really changed much. 
Instead, let’s look ahead to the future. Hey, do you like a 
great second-half playoff race? 

If so, bad news, because we may not get that from one of the 
conferences. I’m not completely sure, so let’s work through 
this. 

As often happens around this time of year, we’re starting to 
get some separation between the good teams and the bad. A 
few impostors in each category are drifting back to what we 
thought they were, and it’s been long enough that any other 
outliers start to feel real. That’s normal and part of what 
makes a season fun, as we figure out which teams to focus 
on and set up an intriguing stretch run. But there’s one flaw 
in the system: If a conference has exactly eight good teams, 
then we kind of know all we need to know. That seems to be 
happening in the East. 

Let’s start at the top. I’ve had Carolina, Florida and Tampa in 
the top five pretty much all season long, so you know where I 
stand with them. The Maple Leafs are a little dicier, but only 
a little, especially if we’re only talking regular season. That 
Capitals have been right with them as far as their record 
goes. And while I’m on record as not being completely sold 
on the Rangers as elite contenders, they’re certainly banking 
enough points to look like a playoff lock. 

That’s six teams. Mix in the Penguins, who I still can’t 
remotely figure out but whose record certainly says they’ll be 
a playoff team. That leaves one spot, and it would feel like a 
big surprise if it didn’t go to the Bruins, right? They’re well 
ahead of everyone else in points percentage, and only look 
like they’re in a tight race because we forgot to put any 
games on their schedule for a while early on. 

So who’s going to catch one of those eight teams? Barring a 
miracle, it won’t be the Habs, Senators or Sabres. New 
Jersey would need a major turnaround. The Flyers, too, and 
maybe they get it from a new coach, Boudreau-style, but that 
feels like a long shot. The Red Wings and Blue Jackets are 
closest right now, but both feel like rebuilding teams where 
the ceiling this year is “stay vaguely in the race” and not 
much higher. And as stunned as I am to say it, I think we’re 
pretty close to the point where it’s time to give up on the 
Islanders, who’d need to play near a 110-point pace the rest 
of the way just to get back to wild-card territory. 

I’m sure there will be a few homers in Detroit or somewhere 
who might disagree, but I don’t think there was anything 
outrageously controversial in those paragraphs. The 
numbers back that up — Dom’s model has eight teams with 
a better than 90% chance of making the playoffs, and only 
the Islanders north of 10. There’s a whole lot of separation 
on those graphs. 

Compare that to the West, where we’ve got eight good 
teams (if you’re finally willing to trust the Ducks) plus the Jets 
and Stars in the mix, the Kings and Sharks occasionally 
looking at least a little bit feisty and the Canucks gearing up 
for a miracle run. We’re stretching it on a few of those teams, 
but the point is that only Colorado, Minnesota and maybe 
Vegas really look like locks right now, so there’s room for 
some twists and turns. 

The good news out East, as far as getting some second-half 
drama, is that 90% isn’t 100 and 10% isn’t zero, so maybe 
somebody goes on a heater or an 18-wheeler goes off a cliff 
somewhere and we get a race after all. But right now, it looks 
like we’re just playing for seeding and home ice, and recent 
history suggests that doesn’t really matter all that much. 

On to this week’s rankings, which are also (almost) last 
week’s rankings. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts. Although, come to think of it, maybe 
hold that thought. 

I guess we should do a quick COVID-19 roundup, if only 
because the situation is so fluid. There are no games tonight, 
after the NHL pushed back its pause by a day. That means 
in theory, we’re back in action tomorrow, although we’ll have 
to see what exactly that means. The NHL has stepped in 
with some new rules on a temporary basis, which should 
alleviate some of the pressure on teams struggling to fill out 
a roster. But we’re still seeing plenty of players going on the 
COVID-19 list and several teams are dealing with varying 
degrees of outbreaks, so it sure feels like we should expect 
more cancellations this week and beyond. 

Also, the Winter Classic is on Saturday. We hope. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (20-12-0, +13 true goals 
differential*) — Hey, can we just point out the Golden 
Knights are one of only two teams left in the league who 
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don’t have a loser point? Vegas, the guardian of traditional 
hockey values. 

4. Florida Panthers (18-7-4, +18) — The more I think about 
it, the more I worry about having the Panthers this high. 
They’re currently only sixth in the East in points percentage, 
the goaltending is turning back into a pumpkin, and every 
now and then I remember they have a rookie head coach 
who just kind of fell into the job. I’ve been pumping their tires 
since opening night and have had them in the top five every 
week, but it’s getting tenuous. They’re scheduled to face the 
Rangers and Lightning this week, and if those games 
happen and they don’t go well, this could be the last we see 
of Florida in this section for a bit. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (17-8-2, +23) — They’d been 
scheduled to face Vegas tonight, but now that game will be 
postponed. Whenever they play, here’s hoping somebody 
remembers to check if the sun was shining. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-1, +33) — Sean, I can hear you 
saying, “You’re very handsome but weren’t they number one 
last week?” Yes, but they’ve been bumped out of the top 
spot because … 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (20-6-4, +18) — … Honestly I’m 
pretty much just doing this to mix in a little variety. Sorry. But, 
the Lightning did beat the Golden Knights in Vegas in the 
biggest game of the week. That’s an impressive win, even if 
they were badly outshot and it came against Laurent Brossoit 
instead of Robin Lehner. Was it a Stanley Cup final preview? 
Maybe, and that would be pretty great. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Nashville Predators — I’ll admit I didn’t see this 
coming. And I’m still not completely sure I understand what’s 
happening with the Preds, a team we all wrote off as an also-
ran before the season even began. 

For a decent chunk of the season, that’s about what they 
were. After losing to the lowly Canadiens on November 20, 
they were sitting at 9-7-1. After a shutout loss to the Bruins 
on December 2, they were 12-10-1. But they’ve been perfect 
ever since, winning seven straight, including wins over the 
Rangers and Avalanche. That’s left them just a point back of 
the Wild for top spot in the Central. They’re good. 

At least, I think they are. We know Roman Josi is great, and 
he might be in the running for another Norris. It sure seems 
like Juuse Saros is a legitimate star in net, as he’s well on his 
way to his second straight season of .920+ goaltending 
despite his stubborn refusal to be 6-foot-6 like all the other 
guys at his position. I’m not sure how much I trust these 
rebound seasons from Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen, 
the rest of the blue line is mostly guys I’ve barely heard of 
and I’m still not sold on John Hynes. It’s possible that this is 
still a decent team on a hot streak and not much more. Then 
again, that’s what people like me usually say when we’re 
slowly being proven wrong. 

There’s also this: What do you do with Filip Forsberg now? 
He’s on the last year of his deal and will be a UFA in the 
summer. With no extension in sight, he seemed like a guy 
the Predators could move at the deadline for a nice ransom 
to boost the future. Maybe he still is, but that’s a tougher card 

to play when your group is gunning for the playoffs. Adam 
gets into the question here, and so far it seems like everyone 
wants to wait and see how it all plays out. 

I do, too. But for now, we can recognize the league’s hottest 
team, and that it’s one that most of us have been wrong 
about. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

These people are nuts, and I absolutely want to hang out 
with them. 

5. New Jersey Devils (10-15-5, -20) — I didn’t have them in 
last week’s bottom five, and a lot of Devils fans thought that 
was a bad call. After a week to think about it, yeah, they’re 
probably right. The Devils have won just one of their last 12, 
and have been outscored 26 to 12 during a six-game losing 
streak. It’s ugly, and has left them pretty much done as far as 
any kind of playoff hunt, which wasn’t the plan after a big 
offseason that was supposed to signal a transition out of the 
basement. 

By the way, for those of you keeping track: The Devils are 
the tenth team to crack the bottom five this year, matching 
the ten that have shown up in the top five. Nobody has 
crossed over to both lists, thankfully, so we’ve got an even 
dozen left in the running to be a season-long no-show. 

4. Seattle Kraken (10-17-3, -23) — If things play out as 
currently scheduled, they’re at home for their next five and 
11 of the next 15. They’ll probably need to gain some ground 
if they’re looking to get out of the Pacific basement, because 
that will leave them with 23 of their final 37 games on the 
road. 

3. Ottawa Senators (9-17-2, -23) — Can I interest you in a 
story about picking out a Christmas tree with Pascal 
Leclaire? 

2. Montreal Canadiens (7-21-3, -43) — I want to preface this 
by saying it’s a sincere question. I’m not trying to be snide or 
suggestive or whatever, I genuinely want to know, so here 
goes. 

Habs fans: Where are we at with Nick Suzuki? 

A year ago he was having a breakthrough season and there 
was a feeling that the Canadiens’ long search for a franchise 
center was over. Now, we’re nearing the halfway point and 
he has six goals and 18 points, which isn’t great but is 
enough to lead a team where everything else has gone 
wrong. He’s 22, so he should be in his prime but still has 
room to improve. Are we still feeling the “no doubt about it 
number one” vibe here? 

1. Arizona Coyotes (6-21-2, -51) — They’re still on pace to 
be the worst team of the cap era, edging out the 2019-20 
Red Wings and 2016-17 Avalanche. Not to steal someone 
else’s bit, but I say they do it. 

Not ranked: San Jose Sharks — I try to work every team into 
either a rankings or (for the mushy middle) a “not ranked” 
mention or two, and the Sharks are one of the teams we 
haven’t really talked about much. In a sense, that’s good 
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news, because they’ve spent the last few years being among 
the league’s bigger disappointments, with lots of big names 
and big contracts but not many wins. With Evander Kane 
missing this season and everyone else another year older, it 
wasn’t unreasonable to wonder if the Sharks would hit rock 
bottom. Instead, they’ve been … fine? I think that’s about 
right. Not great, but not bad, and in the NHL that’s enough to 
stay on the fringe of the playoff race, which is right where the 
Sharks are. 

How are they doing it? Corey dove into some of the 
numbers, and there is some interesting stuff in there. The 
Sharks are a decent team in terms of expected goals but 
they aren’t scoring much, partly due to low team shooting 

and also because they don’t get many power plays. The 
penalty killing has been good and the goaltending is finally 
decent again thanks to James Reimer. And Erik Karlsson 
has been good — Corey calls him “a hipster’s Norris Trophy 
candidate,” which I kind of love — which helps make up for 
the fact that Brent Burns looks like a 36-year-old most nights. 

Add it all up, and the Sharks have won 15 out of 30, which is 
about right for a mediocre team. They looked like they might 
be a bit more than that earlier in the year, but have lost six of 
eight in regulation, so maybe the air is already coming out of 
the balloon. There’s still time to make a run at the bottom five 
if things really go off the rails, but for now, they’re stuck in 
that mushy middle. 
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Emergency goalies stay ready to fulfill NHL dreams at moment's notice 

By Tracey Myers  

Kyle Konin had just finished skating with some Tampa Bay 
Lightning alumni on Dec. 2 when he saw there were several 
missed calls on his cell phone. 

Because he is the Lightning's emergency backup goalie, 
Konin said he had a feeling what the calls were about. And 
he was right, sort of.  

One of the calls was from Lightning general manager Julien 
BriseBois, but he wasn't calling for his team, rather that 
night's opponent, the St. Louis Blues, who had just put 
starter Jordan Binnington in NHL COVID-19 protocol. 
Backup goalie Ville Husso could start, but the Blues couldn't 
call up a goalie from their American Hockey League affiliate 
because of NHL salary cap issues. They needed Konin.  

"Five minutes after [I talked to BriseBois], (Blues general 
manager) Doug Armstrong and (Blues coach Craig) Berube 
reached out to me and basically filled me in, welcomed me, 
and said they'd see me later tonight," Konin said.  

He took part in warmups and sat on the bench but didn't play 
in the 4-2 loss to the Lightning.  

Welcome to the life of an NHL emergency backup goalie 
(EBUG). 

Under Rule 5.3, if both goalies are unable to continue, a 
team can dress and play any available goalie who's eligible. 
If both goalies are injured in quick succession, the EBUG 
gets enough time to get dressed and then a two-minute 
warmup (unless he's facing a penalty shot). If the EBUG is 
already on the bench when the second goalie is injured, the 
EBUG comes in and plays immediately. 

Since the 2016-17 season, the NHL has required teams to 
have a list of local emergency goalie options for themselves 
and visiting teams. They've been used each season outside 
of 2020-21, when, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
NHL required teams to have taxi squads (four to six players 
per team, including at least one goalie). 

With the pandemic ongoing, the NHL and the NHL Players' 
Association agreed to the temporary formation of taxi squads 
from Dec. 26 to the date of a team's final game before the 
2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend (Feb. 4-5). Taxi squads, 
which carry a maximum of six players, give teams readily 
available players to be recalled, minimizing the chances of 
playing shorthanded or having games postponed due to 
pandemic-related issues. 

The temporary return of taxi squads decreases the chances 
of an EBUG being needed, but they are staying ready. After 

Lightning goalies Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott were 
placed in COVID-19 protocol on Sunday, Konin practiced 
with Tampa Bay on Monday.   

Most EBUGs are goalies who play in their local leagues. 
They have some playing experience, be it high school, 
college or club hockey. Some NHL teams have one or two 
emergency backup goalies. Others, like the Colorado 
Avalanche, have five or more they can call.  

Prior to 2016-17, coaches or team personnel were usually 
needed for emergency situations. Robb Tallas, former goalie 
for the Boston Bruins and Chicago Blackhawks, dressed 
twice for emergency duty when he was goaltending coach of 
the Florida Panthers. In 2013, he was backup goalie for the 
Panthers for the first 16:16 of a game against the Carolina 
Hurricanes before Jacob Markstrom replaced him on the 
bench. In 2015, Tallas dressed after Roberto Luongo and Al 
Montoya each was injured. Montoya played some before 
being replaced by Luongo.  

Emergency backup goalies must always be prepared.  

On the same day Konin got the call from the Blues, Casey 
Sherwood, who lives in Dallas, got the call from the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. They were in town to play the Dallas 
Stars but needed Sherwood for their morning skate because 
goalies Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo were out due 
to non-COVID illnesses. 

He didn't dress for the game because Daniil Tarasov was 
recalled from Cleveland of the AHL and Merzlikins was well 
enough to be the backup for the 3-2 loss to the Stars. 

"You get a pretty big shot of dopamine when someone calls 
you to say they need you to practice, right?" said Sherwood, 
who owns a construction company in Dallas. "You have a lot 
of stuff running through your head, you don't know the 
outcome, you're hoping for the best but you're also a little 
nervous. It's exciting." 

Most of the time, an emergency goalie attends the game but 
isn't needed to leave the press box.  

Justin Goldman, an EBUG for the Avalanche since the 2016-
17 season, said he prepares as if he is playing that night. 

"The last thing you want is to be caught unprepared," said 
Goldman, who runs the nonprofit Goalie Guild, a foundation 
that helps support, educate and inspire goalies and 
goaltending coaches. 

He also works as director of athletic partnerships for 
mindSpark Learning, a nonprofit based in Lakewood, 
Colorado. 
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"It's like you're a backup: You go on the ice, do things to 
manage your game, take the pregame nap, get to the rink 
early, dress up nice," Goldman said. "It's such a unique 
experience for someone who, again, has been obsessed 
with goalies since he was a little kid. It's definitely tricky, 
definitely surreal, but it's a huge, huge honor and something 
that no one will ever be able to take away from me." 

Juggling EBUG duties and full-time jobs is part of the deal. 
Dustin Smith, an EBUG for the Nashville Predators, works 
for an airline but said his schedule is flexible. 

"I end up doing two doubles and a single, work 5 a.m. to 10 
p.m. for two days, then a single day, then off for four days. I 
can make it out to Preds games, men's league, morning 
skates," Smith said. "We have a list of guys and usually I'll 
get first pick on things, and there are always a few games 
here and there I won't be able to make. If there's something I 
can't make, it goes on down the list from there." 

Konin has his own business, Nujax, a custom airbrushing 
and mask design studio since 2010, so he can set his own 
hours. But as the Lightning's only EBUG, 41 regular-season 
home games have him at the ready. 

"There are a few tough ones, like if you have three [games] 
during the week and you get home kind of late," he said. "But 
other than that, I've absolutely loved everything about it. 
There's a game in December I can't make, so they'll find 
someone else to fill in. 

"I forget what year it was, but I ended up going downstairs, 
got dressed and hung out in the locker room the whole 
night," he said. "Having that experience, I was kind of caught 
off guard. But after sitting in the locker room, that calmed me 
down. It was more exciting than anything else." 

Minnesota Wild EBUG Connor Beaupre, son of former NHL 
goalie Don Beaupre, who played in 666 games with the 
Minnesota North Stars, Washington Capitals, Ottawa 
Senators and Toronto Maple Leafs, said the closest he got 
was on Dec. 12, 2017. Former Wild goalie Devan Dubnyk 
sustained a lower-body injury in the first period. While Alex 
Stalock took Dubnyk's place in net, Beaupre got on his 
goalie gear. The game went to a shootout. 

"I was sitting with (forward) Zach Parise, watching the 
shootout, and (Calgary Flames forward) Johnny Gaudreau 
made this toe-drag move and Al stayed down," Beaupre 

said. "In that moment, I'm like, 'Am I going to have to go in 
for one shootout move?' That possibility never crossed my 
mind. Maybe in the third or earlier but not once did I think, 
'Huh, I could go in for one shootout shot and the game rests 
on that one play.'"  

Still, there's always that chance of becoming the next Scott 
Foster or David Ayres. Foster, an accountant, dressed as a 
backup goalie for the Chicago Blackhawks against the 
Winnipeg Jets on March 29, 2018, after Anton Forsberg was 
injured prior to the game. After starting goalie Collin Delia 
was injured in the third period, Foster came in and saved all 
seven shots he faced in a 6-2 win against the Jets. 

Ayres, a building operator for the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
played for the Carolina Hurricanes against Toronto on Feb. 
22, 2020, after goalies James Reimer and Petr Mrazek were 
injured. Coming in during the second period with the 
Hurricanes leading 3-1, Ayres saved eight of 10 shots in a 6-
3 win, becoming the first emergency backup goalie to be 
credited an NHL win.  

"You look at when Scott played, he played incredible. He 
wasn't the cleanest, but he made some great saves and 
gave the team confidence," Beaupre said. 

"I remember when it was happening in Toronto, [the Maple 
Leafs] scored on Ayres and I thought, 'That is the worst-case 
scenario.' You're not working out every day, not skating 
every day. Realistically, it wouldn't be out of the question if 
they go in there and get lit up. Even NHL goalies let in six or 
seven goals a night sometimes. But he ended up getting a 
win and what a crazy story." 

Whether or not they get in, just knowing the opportunity 
could be there is enough for most EBUGs. 

"It's a dream come true," Goldman said. "I grew up in Texas 
in the middle of nowhere and didn't know hockey existed 
until the Stars came from Minnesota, right? Growing up in 
Texas and having dream of playing in NHL was futile. I 
recognized pretty quickly that was more of a pipe dream than 
anything, but I've been so committed to the position my 
whole life. It's such a surreal experience because you know 
on any given day, there's a 99.99 percent chance nothing's 
happening. But there's always that .001 percent chance that 
it could happen." 
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World Juniors Recap: December 26 

By Matthew Somma  

Finland vs. Germany 

Three Canes prospects faced off against each other in the 
first game of the 2022 World Juniors, as Nikita Quapp 
backstopped Germany against Aleksi Heimosalmi and Ville 
Koivunen. Quapp was solid in net for Germany, stopping 19 
of 22 and making some tough stops against a much better 
Finland team.  

Heimosalmi was excellent for Finland, creating chances and 
quarterbacking the blue line while making some impressive 
plays on the defensive side of the puck. He recorded an 
assist on the game-winning goal, shooting from the blue line 
and having the puck deflect to a teammate for an easy tap in 
goal.  

Then it was Ville Koivunen starting an impressive passing 
play and earning a secondary assist on Finland’s third goal.  

Koivunen could have had two or three assists in this game 
were it not for Quapp’s play in net. All three Canes prospects 
were stellar and I was happy with how everyone played. My 
only complaint was that I wish Heimosalmi was smarter with 
his shots, but it’s a minor complaint. 

Russia vs. Sweden 

This was a pretty boring game that saw Sweden capitalize 
on every chance and skate circles around an awful Russian 
defense. Canes’ prospects weren’t overly noticeable in this 
game, although the three Russians all had their moments. 
Nikita Guslistov made a perfect pass to set up a scoring 
chance early on in the game, but Jesper Wallstedt was up to 
the task. Alexander Pashin had a few moments where he 
was able to turn on the jets and take over a shift, but was 
unable to score on the chances he created. Vasiliy 
Ponomaryov was fantastic at creating space for Pashin once 
he was moved up to that line. He was a physical presence 
and opened up lanes in the middle of the ice for the players 
on his line. Russia will need him to do that over the course of 
the tournament, because their team’s goaltending and 
defense were incredibly shaky in this game. 

I wasn’t overly impressed with Zion Nybeck in this game. He 
turned the puck over a lot and made a few boneheaded 
plays. He wasn’t given a lot of offensive zone time, so I 
wasn’t able to see a ton from him. I didn’t notice Joel 
Nystrom in this game, although that’s probably a good thing 
since Nystrom is a shutdown defenseman. All in all, it was a 
great effort from the Swedes but I was left wanting more from 
our two players.  

Canada vs. Czechia 

Ronan Seeley’s game started off poorly with a bad pinch that 
led to Czechia’s first goal, but it was smooth sailing from then 
on. His speed is so dangerous and he’s learning how to 
utilize it in order to not only defend but also to create 
offensive chances. He is developing an edge and making it 
difficult for the opposition to play against him. I’m hoping that 
we get to see more of Seeley in this tournament, because I 
felt that he looked solid for the most part in this game. There 
are some areas in his game that need work, such as his 
decision making on his pinches, but there’s a lot to like about 
Seeley.  

Canes Prospect of the Day: Aleksi Heimosalmi 

Heimosalmi started the day as Finland’s seventh 
defenseman but quickly became integral to the team’s 
success both at even strength and on the power play. His 
ability to carry the puck out of the zone, his assist on the 
game winning goal and his strong defensive play make him 
an easy choice for prospect of the day. There were times 
when Heimosalmi looked like Finland’s best player due to his 
confidence with the puck and his ability to command the 
pace of play.  

December 27 Schedule 

Austria vs. Finland (Heimosalmi, Koivunen), 2pm ET 

Russia (Ponomaryov, Guslistov, Pashin) vs. Switzerland, 
4:30pm ET 

Germany (Quapp) vs. Czechia, 7pm ET 

Sweden (Nystrom, Nybeck) vs. Slovakia, 9:30pm ET 
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The Wolves’ Best of 2021 Countdown 

The Chicago Wolves are excited to host the first New Year’s 
Day home game in their 28-season history. The first 5,000 
fans to enter Allstate Arena for the Chicago New Year’s 
Classic, presented by Planet Fitness, receive a free rally 
towel as we celebrate the start of 2022. You can ensure your 
tickets HERE. 

But before the Wolves and the Rockford IceHogs meet at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 1, to ring in the New Year, this seems 
like the perfect time to count down the Wolves’ Top 10 
Moments of 2021. 

10. On Jan. 7, three days after AHL president and CEO Scott 
Howson declares 28 teams will compete during a shortened 
2020-21 season, the Wolves announce they have reached 
an agreement with the NHL’s Nashville Predators and 
Carolina Hurricanes on a partnership for the season. The 
Wolves’ one-year affiliation with Nashville allows the 
Predators to loan players to Chicago who normally would suit 
up for Milwaukee. 

Says Wolves owner and chairman Don Levin: “We have 
great admiration and respect for (Nashville president of 
hockey operations and general manager) David Poile and 
Milwaukee owner Harris Turer. The Admirals can’t play this 
year for reasons beyond their control, so we want to help 
people we respect and who are our partners. We’re going to 
combine the best available players from both sides and have 
a really good team.” 

9. On Feb. 11, teenager Seth Jarvis celebrates the fourth 
game of his pro career by scoring in his fourth consecutive 
game to highlight Chicago’s 4-2 win over Grand Rapids. 
Carolina’s 2020 first-round draft pick becomes the first player 
in Wolves history to score in each of the team’s first four 
games. 

8. On Dec. 9, veteran forward Josh Leivo scores two goals 
and hands out three assists during the Wolves’ 8-4 win at 
Texas. Leivo becomes the 12th player in Wolves history to 
produce at least 5 points in one game. 

7. On Feb. 20, the Wolves score four times in the opening 
7:26 and extend their lead to 9-0 by the 12:27 mark of the 
second period on the way to a 10-2 victory over the Iowa 
Wild. Chicago hits double digits for the first time since Dec. 
15, 2007. Morgan Geekie, loaned to the Wolves that 
weekend, scores 19 seconds into the game, adds another 
goal early in the second period and produces two more goals 
the next day against Iowa. Geekie needs just four shots for 
those four goals and earns American Hockey League Player 

of the Week honors. The second win over Iowa sets the 
franchise record for fastest start at 7-0-0-0. 

6. On Halloween, captain Andrew Poturalski and forward 
C.J. Smith score 5 points apiece to lead the Wolves to a 6-3 
victory at Grand Rapids — just the third time in 2,330 Wolves 
games that multiple players score 5 points in the same 
contest. The next day, Poturalski wins the AHL’s Player of 
the Week and Player of the Month awards. 

5. On Oct. 2 in Rogers Park, the Wolves co-host their 
seventh and final Chicago Pet Health Fair of the summer. 
Their tour of neighborhoods throughout the city provides free 
vaccinations, microchips and other health benefits for 2,649 
local dogs and cats. 

4. On Nov. 26, the Wolves enter the third period trailing 3-0 
at Grand Rapids, but they reel off five unanswered goals to 
earn a 5-3 win. It’s the first time in franchise history the 
Wolves rally from a three-goal deficit in the third period to win 
in regulation. Andrew Poturalski ties a team record with 4 
points (G, 3A) in the period as Chicago starts its current 12-
game winning streak. 

3. On Dec. 16, Josh Leivo scores with 1.1 seconds left on 
the clock to cap a rally from a 3-1 deficit and give the Wolves 
a 4-3 victory over Manitoba. The joyous buzzer-beater 
extends Chicago’s winning streak to 10 games. 

2. On May 12, David Cotton produces his first career hat trick 
and Beck Warm rejects 35 shots for his second career 
shutout as the Wolves win 7-0 at Grand Rapids to clinch the 
organization’s fourth Central Division title in the last five 
years. 

1. On Dec. 18 before a festive home crowd on Superhero 
Night at Allstate Arena, the Wolves shrug off the absence of 
their top five scorers (all of them playing for the Carolina 
Hurricanes) and deliver a 4-2 victory over the Milwaukee 
Admirals that extends their winning streak to a franchise-
record-tying 12 games. David Cotton (see No. 2 on the 
countdown) delivers the game-winning goal late in the 
second period. 

PAPA JOHNS SUNDAY 

The Chicago New Year’s Classic, presented by Planet 
Fitness, isn’t the Wolves’ only family-friendly event this 
weekend. The Wolves host Grand Rapids at 3 p.m. Sunday 
for Papa Johns Family Sunday, which features all sorts of 
family-fun activities on the main concourse throughout the 
afternoon. 
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There’s an added bonus this Sunday: third-ranked New Trier 
Green plays fourth-ranked York immediately after the game 
in the New Year’s Wolves Cup. One ticket gets you access 
to both games. 

TOP LINE 

ANDREW POTURALSKI 

The Wolves captain achieved one of his goals for this 
season when the Carolina Hurricanes recalled him from loan 
and he scored his first two NHL points on Dec. 16 and 18. 
Though Poturalski was away from the Wolves for three 
games, he remains the runaway leader in AHL scoring as he 
owns 34 points — 12 goals and a league-best 22 assists — 
in 23 games. 

C.J. SMITH 

Smith was among the seven Wolves who earned time with 
Carolina during December and helped the Canes defeat Los 
Angeles 5-1 on Dec. 18. Smith deserved his recall as he 
ranks second among AHL scorers with 28 points (10 goals 
and 18 assists). He posted his second career hat trick Dec. 9 
and became the 11th player in Wolves history to score 5 
points in a game Oct. 31. 

ALEX LYON 

After spending his first five professional seasons in the 
Philadelphia Flyers organization, Lyon has taken off during 
his first year in this organization. He has won six starts in a 
row to push his record to 9-1-1. He owns the AHL’s second-
best goals-against average (1.79) and the third-best save 

percentage (.929). He also won a game for Carolina (NHL) 
on Nov. 13. 

REWIND (0-0-0-0) 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22, AND THURSDAY, DEC. 23: 
CHICAGO AT CLEVELAND 

 Postponed due to COVID-19 protocols. Makeup 
dates have not been set. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Friday, Dec. 
31 

at Rockford 6 p.m. MetroCentre AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Jan. 1 

vs. 
Rockford 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Sunday, Jan. 
2 

vs. Grand 
Rapids 

3 p.m. Allstate Arena AHLTV  

Friday, Jan. 
7 

at Rockford 7 p.m. MetroCentre AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Jan. 8 

vs. Iowa 7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3035800/2021/12/27/wait-do-we-already-know-all-the-eastern-playoff-teams-plus-the-predators-surprise-the-sharks-fade-

and-more/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/ebug-emergency-backup-goalies-in-nhl/c-329248774 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/27/22854800/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-world-juniors 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/27/the-wolves-best-of-2021-countdown/ 
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Depleted Lightning lean on goaltending against struggling Canadiens 

REUTERS 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are having to overcome much adversity, and 
more has been added in the past 24 hours. 

Holding the top spot in the Atlantic Division, the Lightning learned that 
when – perhaps if – they host Montreal on Tuesday night as the NHL 
reopens play, they will do so without one of the game’s top goaltenders, 
his backup and a top defenceman. 

With Lightning coach Jon Cooper already in COVID-19 protocol, the club 
announced Sunday that goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, backup Brian 
Elliott, defenceman Mikhail Sergachev, forward Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare and assistant coach Rob Zettler have been sidelined by the 
virus. 

All reportedly are either asymptomatic or experiencing mild symptoms. 

Forward Anthony Cirelli and defenceman Andrej Sustr were added to the 
list Monday morning. 

During a season that has seen scorers Nikita Kucherov and Brayden 
Point out with lengthy injuries, the Lightning have leaned on their 
goaltending. 

In another stellar season, Vasilevskiy – 17-4-3 record, 2.14 goals-against 
average, .928 save percentage – tops the league with 17 victories, one 
more than Carolina’s Frederik Andersen. 

Veteran Elliott (3-2-1, 2.78, .903) has provided reliable quality, recording 
wins over Minnesota, Philadelphia and Ottawa – the latter being two of 
his former clubs during his 15 NHL seasons. 

For Tuesday’s match against Montreal, assistant coach Derek Lalonde 
said the Lightning will call up two of their three goalies at the AHL affiliate 
Syracuse Crunch and another defenceman or two. 

The Crunch’s Amir Miftakhov (3-4-2, 2.65, .907) has appeared in 12 
games this season. Hugo Alnefelt and Maxime Lagace have .864 and 
.861 save percentages, respectively. 

The Lightning, who had a Dec. 18 game against Colorado postponed, 
along with a contest five days later at Arizona – last played on Dec. 21 in 
Las Vegas and rallied to win 4-3 in the last match before the holiday 
break and subsequent pause. 

In a preview of future COVID-19 problems, the game was the only one of 
10 scheduled that day to be played. 

As for Tuesday’s game against Montreal, Lightning captain Steven 
Stamkos, who scored the game-winner against Vegas, said Monday, 
“We have to prepare like we’re going to play. Obviously, things can 
change.” 

The Canadiens are trapped in a three-game road losing streak and lost 
3-2 to the Lightning in Montreal on Dec. 7. 

Montreal is just 2-5-1 against division competition, and its 2.13 goals per 
game ranks 31st in the NHL, ahead of only Arizona (1.93). 

Practising on Monday for the first time since Dec. 19, Montreal had 
games postponed against the New York Islanders, New York Rangers 
and New Jersey Devils during last week’s pause. 

Before the holiday break, the Canadiens put four players into COVID-19 
protocol – Artturi Lehkonen, Laurent Dauphin, Mike Hoffman and Tyler 
Toffoli. 

They updated the virus list Monday by adding goalie Jake Allen and 
defencemen Ben Chiarot, Jeff Petry, Joel Edmundson and Chris 
Wideman, along with goaltending coach Eric Raymond. 

The news is not good for Montreal, which is on pace for its worst season 
in team history. 

“We’re only focusing and adjusting – almost to the hour –- to the situation 
and to the number of cases we have,” Canadiens coach Dominique 
Ducharme said after Monday’s practice. 

“We’re really looking to make sure we have enough guys coming on the 
trip.” 
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Stu Cowan: Nine men out as Canadiens brace for NHL restart in Tampa 

Habs are already out of the playoff race, but post-season berths could be 
decided by COVID-19 as much — if not more — than anything else. 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Dec 27, 2021 

 

Ready to play NHL Survivor? 

That’s what the rest of this season could look like as the NHL tries to 
keep playing games despite the exploding number of COVID-19 cases 
as a result of the Omicron variant. 

On Monday afternoon, the Canadiens flew to Tampa, where they are 
scheduled to play the Lightning on Tuesday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 
690 Radio, 98.5 FM). The Canadiens made the trip without nine players 
who are on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. Goalie Jake Allen, Ben 
Chiarot, Joel Edmundson, Jeff Petry and Chris Wideman were added to 
the list before practice Monday morning in Brossard, joining Laurent 
Dauphin, Mike Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli. Goalie coach 
Eric Raymond is also on the list. 

The Lightning have six players on the protocol list: goalies Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott, along with Anthony Cirelli, Pierre-Edouard 
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Bellemare, Mikhail Sergachev and Andrej Sustr. Head coach Jon Cooper 
and assistant Rob Zettler are also on the list. 

But NHL commissioner Gary Bettman has decided the games will go on 
after putting the season on pause for six days with the schedule set to 
resume with three games Tuesday. The NHL has already postponed 70 
games this season because of COVID-19, including Tuesday’s 
scheduled game between the Columbus Blue Jackets and Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

The question is how much longer can this continue as teams run out of 
players who must spend 10 days in quarantine after testing positive? The 
Canadiens are already out of the playoff race, but other playoff positions 
could be decided by COVID-19 as much — if not more — than anything 
else. 

The Lightning, for example, are missing both of their goalies and could 
have an AHL call-up in net for their next five games. 

Long before COVID, the flu spread through an NHL locker room like 
wildfire. The players are constantly together in close quarters, whether it 
be in the locker room, on the bench, in a plane or for team meals. We’re 
quickly learning just how contagious the Omicron variant is — even 
among the vaccinated — so we can expect the number of NHL cases to 
keep rising. 

While shutting down the NHL until the New Year might seem like a good 
idea, will the situation be much different in another week? 

“It’s just a different world,” said the Canadiens’ Brendan Gallagher, who 
spent 10 days in quarantine after being placed on the COVID-19 protocol 
list on Dec. 2. “Before, when you’d have the flu, you were playing. You’d 
come to the rink and you’d try to stay away (from other players). You’d 
get your separate water bottle and do what you can to stop it from 
spreading. But you were there to play the game. Now, to be honest, a lot 
of the guys feel asymptomatic or, if you’re like me, you have symptoms. 
But you still feel like maybe you could be out there, but you’re kind of 
forced to stay away for 10 days and that’s for that reason. We’re trying to 
keep each other safe and trying to stop the spread the best we can. 

“Our guys here have done a really good job,” Gallagher added. “Most of 
the time when we have had positive cases it hasn’t really spread. This 
time, obviously, it is. Try to limit it, try to do the best we can. Trust the 
protocols you have. At the same time, you’ve got to focus and 
understand that we have a job to do.” 

The current spike in NHL COVID-19 cases might have something to do 
with players going back home to visit family during the Christmas break. 

“To be honest, I’m not sure exactly where everyone was,” Gallagher said. 
“A lot of guys stayed here, spent time with their family. Personally, I went 
back to Vancouver, saw my family there. Some guys left, some guys 
were here. Guys that went back, we were pretty cautious around our 
families and made sure that you’re keeping them safe as well. We 
understood what our situation was as well.” 

It certainly looks like COVID-19 isn’t going away any time soon, so the 
NHL will try to keep the season going as best as it can. 

The Canadiens have gone back to video conferences for all media 
interviews and after practice Monday I asked head coach Dominique 
Ducharme — who tested positive for COVID-19 during the playoffs last 
season — what the concern level is inside the locker room now when it 
comes to catching the virus. 

“Everyone’s aware, so everyone’s more careful inside here, making sure 
that everything they ask us to do everyone’s doing it and doing it all the 
time,” he said. “We know it’s part of the situation right now, but not only 
for our team. If we look in the province and in the country and around the 
world, it’s pretty much the same thing. We’re cautious but, at the same 
time, we know it’s a difficult moment right now. Hopefully, it’s going to be 
going away and going back to normal as soon as possible.” 

As this pandemic drags on, it’s becoming more difficult to remember what 
normal was. 
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Canadiens Notebook: Habs fly to Tampa after practice in Brossard 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Dec 27, 2021  •  5 hours 
ago 

 

Despite having nine players on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list, the 
Canadiens were on a flight Monday afternoon to Tampa, where they are 
scheduled to play the Lightning Tuesday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 
Radio, 98.5 FM). 

The Lightning have six players on the protocol list, including both of their 
goalies — Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott — as well as head coach 
Jon Cooper and assistant coach Rob Zettler. 

The Canadiens’ Brendan Gallagher was asked after practice Monday 
morning at the Bell Sports Complex in Brossard if he was surprised 
Tuesday’s game hadn’t been postponed and that he was headed for the 
airport with his teammates. 

“There’s people above my pay grade that make those decisions,” 
Gallagher said. “My job is to go play hockey. I’m excited to get back in 
the lineup here and do my job.” 

Gallagher hasn’t played since being placed on the COVID-19 protocol list 
on Dec. 2 and spending 10 days in quarantine. The Canadiens’ last four 
games were postponed because of COVID-19 concerns and 70 NHL 
games in total have been postponed this season. 

“We want to be safe, but we have a lot of trust in the people making 
these decisions,” Gallagher said about playing Tuesday night in Tampa. 
“What we really want to do is go to work. We had the Christmas break 
there to kind of recharge. I’m personally just looking forward to getting 
back, doing that and seeing what you can do on the ice. … I feel safe.” 

Canadiens head coach Dominique Ducharme was asked if he 
understands why the NHL keeps pushing to play games despite the high 
number of COVID-19 cases. 

“Teams are in constant contact with the league and talking about the 
situation and looking at everyone’s situation,” he said. “I cannot comment 
how or what the plan is on their side. We’re only focusing on adjusting 
almost to the hour to the situation and to the number of cases that we 
have and really looking to make sure that we have enough guys coming 
on the trip and so on so that we’re ready to face the situation. I cannot 
talk for the league or how they want to handle it. But, like I said, the 
organization is in constant communication with them.” 

Some COVID-19 advice? 

Canadiens goalie Jake Allen, defencemen Ben Chiarot, Joel 
Edmundson, Jeff Petry and Chris Wideman were all added to the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol list on Monday, along with goalie coach Eric 
Raymond.  Those five players join forwards Laurent Dauphin, Mike 
Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli, who were already on the list. 

As a result, goalie Cayden Primeau and defenceman Corey 
Schueneman were called up from the AHL’s Laval Rocket. Also, Brandon 
Baddock, Gianni Fairbrother, Cam Hillis and goalie Michael McNiven 
were added to the taxi squad. 

Gallagher was asked if he has any advice for the players now dealing 
with 10 days of quarantine after testing positive. 

“Find something to do,” he said. “The first couple of days wasn’t too 
much of a concern … my symptoms were a little bit more than what other 
guys are dealing with. But after that, just a lot of boredom. A lot of time to 
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spend with yourself and your thoughts. Make some phone calls, talk to as 
many guys as you can. There will be a few guys going through it. Try and 
help them out. A lot of the guys have families and stuff as well. It’s not 
the best 10 days, but you got to go through it. I’m happy to be out of 
there and those guys will feel the same way when they’re done.” 

Gallagher said he had already spoken with some of his teammates who 
are now dealing with COVID-19. 

“I know Lehks (Lehkonen) kind of had the same symptoms I had,” 
Gallagher said. “First couple of days were tough for him. I saw Benny 
(Chiarot) and Wides (Wideman) this morning and they feel fine. 
Everyone’s different. Everyone goes through it differently. Bodies kind of 
fight through these things. We all have our vaccines, so you’re not too 
worried about anything happening other than fighting off the symptoms 
for a couple of days and then you’ll be back on your feet and hopefully 
get back around the guys because I’m sure they’re going to miss it.” 

Family matters 

Canadiens defenceman David Savard has three young children at home 
and was asked if players with families are more nervous about catching 
COVID-19. 

“I think we just got to be aware of it,” he said. “We just got to make sure 
we stay safe, we try to do everything to keep the kids safe. I think right 
now it’s definitely more nerve-wracking a little bit having all those cases 
popping up everywhere. But as a group we just got to take that decision 
of making everything we can to make sure everybody stays safe. Wear 
the masks on the plane and everywhere. At the hotel, make sure we stay 
safe and if we do that I think we kind of help each other to minimize the 
risk.” 

When asked if he’s surprised the NHL is trying to keep the season going 
with so many positive COVID-19 cases popping up, Savard said: 
“There’s a lot of cases everywhere, but with the rules they just put in I 
think that’s going to help to kind of keep pushing through. I think the next 
couple of weeks will be a little harder with all the guys that went home for 
Christmas and stuff like this. I think that’s a reason why a lot of cases are 
popping out. But I think we’ll get it under control pretty soon and be fine 
to keep going.” 

On Sunday, the NHL and NHLPA formalized some CBA exemptions 
designed to help teams deal with COVID-19 cases. They include teams 
being allowed to add an extra goalie when two regulars aren’t available, 
an emergency salary-cap exemption when teams aren’t able to dress two 
goalies, six defencemen and 12 forwards for a game (the cap hit of any 
player called up cannot exceed US$1 million) and the ability to have taxi 
squads. 

The lines 

Here’s how the forward lines and defence pairings looked at practice 
Monday. 

Drouin – Suzuki – Gallagher 

Harvey-Pinard – Poehling – Caufield 

Belzile – Evans – Ylönen 

Pezzetta – Paquette – Vejdemo 

Byron 

Romanov – Savard 

Kulak – Clague 

Schueneman – Niku 

The four players added to the taxi squad — Baddock, Hallis, Fairbrother 
and McNiven — also took part in the practice and flew with the team to 
Tampa. 

What’s next? 

After Tuesday’s game in Tampa, the Canadiens are scheduled to play 
the Hurricanes Thursday in Carolina (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 
Radio, 98.5 FM) and then return to Florida to play the Panthers on 
Saturday (1 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 
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Year in review: Roller-coaster ride for Canadiens in 2021 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette Publishing date:Dec 27, 2021  •  14 
hours ago  •  4 minute read  •   9 Comments 

 

What a ride! 

That’s the best way to describe what happened with the Canadiens in 
2021. 

Because of COVID-19, training camp only started on Jan. 3 and it lasted 
just 10 days with no pre-season games. That didn’t augur well for the 
Canadiens after GM Marc Bergevin made several off-season additions, 
including goalie Jake Allen, forwards Josh Anderson, Tyler Toffoli and 
Corey Perry, along with defenceman Joel Edmundson. 

There wasn’t much time for the new players to bond with the team and 
find their roles, but the Canadiens got off to a great start. They opened 
the season with a 5-4 overtime loss to the Maple Leafs in Toronto on 
Jan. 13, but after 10 games had an impressive 7-1-2 record and things 
were looking great. 

But that’s when it started to fall apart. 

The Canadiens went 2-4-2 in their next eight games and Bergevin 
decided to fire head coach Claude Julien and associate coach Kirk Muller 
on Feb. 24, replacing them with Dominique Ducharme and Alex Burrows, 
respectively. 

“We feel our team can achieve high standards and the time has come to 
make those changes,” Bergevin said at the time. 

Carey Price was also struggling with a 5-3-3 record, a 2.95 goals-against 
average and a .893 save percentage at the time of the firings. 

Ducharme, who was in his third season as an assistant coach with the 
Canadiens, didn’t even have a full practice before his first game as head 
coach, a 6-3 loss to the Jets in Winnipeg on Feb. 25. 

The Canadiens and Price continued to struggle and Bergevin fired goalie 
coach Stéphane Waite during the second intermission of a 3-1 win over 
the Senators at the Bell Centre on March 2. 

Ducharme tried to install his system on the fly without much practice time 
and it didn’t help when Joël Armia and Jesperi Kotkaniemi were placed 
on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list on March 22, shutting the 
Canadiens down for a week and forcing the postponement of four 
games. What was already a condensed schedule got even tougher with 
the Canadiens forced to play their final 25 games in 44 days. 

The Canadiens limped their way into the playoffs, going 15-16-7 with 
Ducharme as head coach and finishing in fourth place in the all-Canadian 
North Division with a 24-21-11 record. 

The Canadiens would meet the Toronto Maple Leafs in the first round of 
the playoffs, marking the first time the two Original Six rivals faced each 
other in the post-season since 1979. The Canadiens swept the Maple 
Leafs in their quarter-final series in 1979 en route to winning their fourth 
straight Stanley Cup. 

This time, the Canadiens won Game 1 by a 2-1 score in Toronto, but 
then lost the next three and it looked like their season was over. But 
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Price had found his game by this time and the Canadiens won the next 
two games in OT by scores of 4-3 and 3-2 with Nick Suzuki and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, respectively, scoring the winning goals. In Game 6 at the 
Bell Centre, the Leafs outshot the Canadiens 13-2 in overtime, but 
couldn’t beat Price. The Leafs outshot Montreal 31-23 in Game 7 in 
Toronto, but Price was outstanding again and the Canadiens won 3-1. 

Whether it was momentum or Ducharme’s system starting to click — or a 
combination of both — the Canadiens went on a roll and swept the 
Winnipeg Jets in their second-round series before beating the Vegas 
Golden Knights in six games, advancing to the Stanley Cup final for the 
first time since their last championship in 1993. Ducharme tested positive 
for COVID-19 before Game 3 of the series against Vegas with assistant 
Luke Richardson taking over as head coach for the remainder of that 
series and for the first two games of the Stanley Cup final against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Game 6 victory over Vegas was extra special because it came on 
Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day and triggered a wild party outside the Bell 
Centre, which had a limited capacity of 3,500 inside because of COVID-
19 guidelines. Bergevin, wearing his lucky red suit, celebrated by 
hugging the players as they left the ice and even giving Price a kiss on 
the top of his mask. 

But the wild ride was about to come to an end against the Lightning, who 
were simply too good for the Canadiens and won the series in five games 
on July 7 to take the Stanley Cup for the second straight season. 

After a short off-season, the Canadiens opened training camp for the 
2021-22 season on Sept. 22 minus several key players from their playoff 
run who moved to other teams or were injured. The list included Price, 
captain Shea Weber, Edmundson, Perry, Phillip Danault, Paul Byron and 
Kotkaniemi. 

After getting off to a 6-15-2 start, owner/president Geoff Molson decided 
to fire Bergevin and hire Jeff Gorton as the new executive vice-president 
of hockey operations. 

In a statement after being fired during his 10th season on the job, 
Bergevin said: “You won’t be surprised to hear me say it has not been a 
long, quiet river, and at times, it felt like we were living in a TV show.” 

It certainly did in 2021. 
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Five more Canadiens players placed on NHL's COVID-19 protocol list 

Jake Allen, Ben Chiarot, Joel Edmundson, Jeff Petry and Chris Wideman 
added to list ahead of Tuesday's scheduled game in Tampa. 
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The Canadiens added five players to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list 
on Monday. 

Goalie Jake Allen and defencemen Ben Chiarot, Joel Edmundson, Jeff 
Petry and Chris Wideman were added to the list before the Canadiens 
practised Monday morning in Brossard, joining forwards Laurent 
Dauphin, Mike Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli, who were all 
already on the list. Goalie coach Eric Raymond was also put on the list 
Monday. 

The Canadiens also announced Monday that goalie Cayden Primeau 
and defenceman Corey Schueneman have been called up from the 
AHL’s Laval Rocket, while forwards Brandon Baddock, Cam Hillis, 
defenceman Gianni Fairbrother and goalie Michael McNiven have been 
placed on the taxi squad. 

The Canadiens are scheduled to play the Lightning Tuesday in Tampa (7 
p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

The Lightning announced Monday that forward Anthony Cirelli and 
defenceman Andrej Sustr have been added to the COVID-19 protocol 
list. The Lightning already had forwards Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, 
defenceman Mikhail Sergachev and goalies Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian 
Elliott on the list, along with head coach Jon Cooper and assistant coach 
Rob Zettler. 
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Five ideas to fix Canada’s sagging minor hockey stats, from Colorado to 
Nova Scotia 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald Dec 27, 2021 

 

Almost one in six Canadian children registered to play hockey have left 
the game during the pandemic, according to Hockey Canada, which 
acknowledges that many families might not return to the rink even after 
the virus recedes. 

The sport’s national governing body is projecting a 15 per cent drop in 
registration from the levels seen in 2019-20, the season COVID-19 
arrived. Darren Cossar, the vice president of member engagement at 
Hockey Canada, said a full accounting was still in progress. 

“With this, I don’t think we’re saying the sky is falling,” he said. “But we’re 
very aware. And we’re very conscious of the numbers, and we’re doing a 
lot of work with the numbers.” 

Last year, when some jurisdictions across Canada kept arena doors 
closed, Cossar said registration was down 36.6 per cent from the 2019-
20 levels. (In Southern Ontario, the Greater Toronto Hockey League, 
which is the largest minor hockey organization in the world, suspended 
sanctioned activity due to the recent rise of COVID-19 cases. Its rolls are 
also down this season.) 

“We’re worried about the impact COVID has, but I don’t think that’s been 
the biggest concern,” Cossar said. “Our biggest concern is that, overall, 
we need to work on the game to make it more inclusive, to make it more 
inviting to the changing world that families live, work and play in.” 

To address that, he said Hockey Canada is preparing to launch a 
nationwide platform of best practices, where minor hockey executives 
can list what approaches have worked for them, and borrow from what 
has worked elsewhere. Cossar said the goal is to have the system 
operational by the end of this season. 

“We recognize that we have to make changes within the game,” he said, 
“to keep players, but also to attract the new makeup of Canada.” 

The youth registration picture seems a bit brighter in the United States, 
and work is already being done there — as well as in Canada — to adapt 
to demographic trends and find ways to lower barriers to access. He are 
five examples of what’s in the works around the continent to boost 
numbers and what could possibly find its way into a list of best practices 
for Canadian minor hockey. 

SportOne Parkview Icehouse (Fort Wayne, Ind.) 

When the pandemic disrupted hockey for its youngest players, the 
SportOne Parkview Icehouse mailed out pages for a hockey-themed 
colouring contest. They sent hockey videos to the older children. They 
offered a series of virtual sessions and outdoor clinics. 

John Salway, the assistant hockey director, said families were treated as 
customers. And when the doors re-opened, more children (244) signed 
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up for house league than before the pandemic (234). And that did not 
include the children in learn-to-skate classes, nor the new instructional 
development programs. 

“It’s really: How do we just get as many people as we can to come into 
the ice rink and get exposed to the ice?” said Salway. “And now, once 
they’re in the door, how do we make them love it? Here, a lot of that is 
just relationships and creating that environment that people want to be a 
part of.” 

Kaleigh Schrock is general manager in Fort Wayne. He grew up in town 
— which is almost equidistant from Chicago and Detroit — and spent 
parts of seven seasons with the local ECHL team, the Komets. 

“I tell every parent: ‘Hockey is never as much fun as it is when you’re 
eight to 12,’” he said. “Playing pro, and playing college hockey and 
juniors, those were all great experiences. But it’s never as much when 
you’re a kid — you’ve got that innocence, you just love being on the ice.” 

USA Hockey (Colorado Springs, Colo.) 

Registration has not dropped for USA Hockey at its youngest age 
groups, with modest increases at both the U6 (1.2 per cent) and U8 (0.5 
per cent) levels, compared to two seasons ago. Kevin Erlenbach is the 
assistant executive director of membership at USA Hockey: “I’m 
extremely pumped, if you can’t tell.” 

The grassroots have been growing in the U.S. Southeast and Southwest, 
he said, while moving slower in more traditional areas, such as Michigan. 
(Adult programming, which also falls under the governing body’s 
umbrella, has also been more challenging during the pandemic.) 

Erlenbach said USA Hockey has invested heavily in targeted digital 
advertising campaigns coming out of the earlier waves of the pandemic. 
Families who tried hockey over the previous three years received 
advertising on their social media feeds, as well as static ads on other 
sites they might visit. 

He said the organization tinkered with different keywords and structures 
to see which worked best with the various algorithms. (Interestingly, 
Erlenbach said, the algorithms seemed to respond best whenever the 
word “hockey” was replaced with “skating” in the text.) 

Amherst Hockey Association (Amherst, Mass.) 

Every year in Amherst, Mass., about two hours west of Boston, the local 
minor hockey association asks families to donate any gently-used 
equipment their children have outgrown. And every year, just before the 
season, they hold an equipment sale — but without any fixed prices on 
the gear. 

Parents pay by donation, said Krisztina Filep, president of the Amherst 
Hockey Association. 

“It’s not a huge fundraiser for us,” she said, “but it gets people into 
hockey.” 

The funds generated by the annual sale generally cover the cost of 
storing the gear off-site through the year. It also lowers the barrier to 
entry, said Filep, who also orders new helmets in bulk, and sells them at 
cost to families. (It is also a necessity of small-town life, she said: “We 
don’t have a hockey store in town, so it’s tricky.”) 

This year, she said the association has a record 90 children in its learn-
to-play program. (Some of them are older, having missed the regular 
entry window because of the pandemic.) She said a “huge portion” of the 
children wear gear acquired during the sale. 

“I see very few kids with brand new gear out on the ice,” said Filep, 
whose association includes about 250 children. She said she fitted about 
80 children with new helmets this year: “My hands were raw.” 

“It’s a small community,” she said. “So we were really following up, trying 
to get at what would make people come back.” 

Monument Ice Rinks (Monument, Colo.) 

“Diapers to Depends,” said Al Pedersen, the former NHL defenceman 
who is general manager of the two-sheet facility an hour south of Denver, 
referring to the ages of players under its roof. 

With owners Andrew and Amber Sherman, the facility offers free 
introductory sessions for youth players and innovative program options 
for adult players. (The free youth sessions are held weekly, with all the 
gear provided — including equipment for curious, would-be goaltenders.) 

At the adult level, the facility allows players to sign up on a monthly basis. 
For $59 a month, Pedersen said a player gets four games with a rec 
league team. For $99, they can play on multiple teams, and the fee also 
includes access to pick-up hockey. 

If a player cancels a membership for a month, Pedersen juggles the 
rosters. He said there are 70 teams, and 80 per cent of games are 
decided by two goals or fewer: “At the end of the day, it’s about the social 
thing, not the wins and losses.” 

Having the youth and adult programming under the same umbrella also 
offers some unique opportunities for player discipline at the adult level. 
The offenders have to coach the children. 

“If they get kicked out of a game, they have to come and do two hours of 
on-ice community service for me,” said Pedersen. “Help out with the kids 
and get the fun meter back.” 

Hockey Nova Scotia (Dartmouth, N.S.) 

In September, Hockey Nova Scotia helped launch a project to find ways 
to increase accessibility to the game, with the aim of broadening and 
diversifying the base of participation. Called The Future Of Hockey Lab, 
the idea is to support new ideas at the local level, then test them to see if 
they can be rolled out more broadly. 

The lab has support from major corporate partners, from sporting goods 
to banking. 

“That’s really what I think hockey has right now: A pretty complex 
problem,” said Amy Walsh, the executive director of Hockey Nova Scotia. 
“It’s a deep-rooted system that’s been entrenched for a really, really long 
time, and led by the same individuals.” 

She said the project’s focus, for now, is in Nova Scotia, though her team 
received interest from across North America. 

“We’re in a position where the game is at risk right now,” she said. “So I 
think we really need to be open to new ideas.” 
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Canadiens report cards: A few positives, some key absences and a lot of 
Fs as we turn the page on 2021 

 

By Julian McKenzie Dec 27, 2021 

 

We’ve reached the end of 2021 and, for some, it couldn’t have come at a 
better time. 

If you look at the calendar year of 2021, it certainly wasn’t all bad for the 
Montreal Canadiens. But, since that Stanley Cup Final run, 2021 hasn’t 
been all that great — on or off the ice. 

When it comes to grading the on-ice product for the 2021-22 season so 
far, we’re looking at something that hasn’t been pretty. The Canadiens 
have some key pillars who haven’t played this year. You know the ones. 
They’ll be given N/As on their files and we won’t bring them up here. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 28, 2021 

 

Dominique Ducharme and (the now absent) Marc Bergevin will be 
graded, but Jeff Gorton won’t be as he hasn’t done much beyond 
claiming Kale Clague off waivers and won’t truly be judged until his new 
GM partner is hired. He said the right things at his introductory press 
conference, but that isn’t enough to give him a grade yet. 

As for skaters, we’ll only mark those who’ve played 10 games or more 
this season. For goalies, we’ll say five appearances (so we won’t have a 
grade for Cayden Primeau). 

Some players received passing grades. Many others, not so much. We 
weren’t afraid to dole out Ds or failing grades to those who deserving. 

Also, keep in mind that not all players or grades are created equal. 
Expectations matter. Two players could receive the same grade, but 
based on expectations and skill set, those letter grades could mean 
different things. 

Forwards 

Josh Anderson  

The power horse has had his moments alongside Jonathan Drouin and 
Christian Dvorak and might still be on pace to surpass his totals from his 
debut season with the Canadiens — albeit in many more games played 
compared to playing 52 out of 56 last year. He was never a world-beater, 
but he filled his role as a power forward as best as he could prior to his 
injury. He last played Dec. 2 against Colorado, and he still leads the 
Canadiens in goals (7). Despite these positives, the team is in the 
basement of the NHL standings and Anderson isn’t lifting them from the 
deep end. At least not on his own. Grade: B- 

Joel Armia 

He has left a lot to be desired through 29 games. He isn’t expected to be 
a front-line contributor when it comes to scoring. However, there have 
been too many questions about his compete level this season, his first of 
a four-year deal worth just under $14 million ($3.5m AAV). One goal in 
29 games isn’t good enough, no matter what he’s able to contribute in 
other facets of the game. He showed a bit of promise in the postseason 
playing on the Pressure Line with Corey Perry and Eric Staal. But maybe 
he really needed those linemates to keep his game going? Grade: F  

Cole Caufield. (Jean-Yves Ahern / USA TODAY) 

Cole Caufield  

You may have come to regret your bet for Cole Caufield to win the 
Calder Trophy (or you’re smirking because you picked someone else). 
Maybe we were all — fans, media and pundits alike — too quick to anoint 
Caufield as a prospect who’d light the lamp frequently in his first full NHL 
season. Despite the low totals when it comes to goals and points, 
Caufield has shown flashes at times. It could be him trying to make a 
play from his stomach, using his quickness, or firing eight shots on goal 
during a game. He isn’t completely lost on NHL ice, but it wouldn’t hurt 
for him to get some seasoning. And with the Canadiens seemingly in a 
lost season, they can afford to take their time with him. Grade: C- 

Jonathan Drouin 

For much of his tenure as a member of the Canadiens, he’s been singled 
out by fans and opinionists for his failure to be the star the Canadiens 
wanted him to be when they acquired him from the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
This season, however, he’s looked like the Canadiens’ best forward on a 
number of nights, despite losing. Christian Dvorak doesn’t seem as lost 
with him by his side. He and Josh Anderson have natural chemistry. 
Drouin has even helped Laurent Dauphin and Jesse Ylönen, two AHLers 
at different points in their careers, put up points in limited game time this 
season. All that after being away from the Canadiens for months to take 
care of his mental health. Grade: B 

Christian Dvorak 

It was a common misconception to assume the Canadiens acquired him 
as a way to fill the void left by losing Jesperi Kotkaniemi via an offer 

sheet to Carolina. On the contrary, Dvorak was called in to replace Phillip 
Danault to handle tough assignments against the opposing team’s best 
players. He’s clearly established a rapport with Drouin and Anderson 
while proving to be his team’s best faceoff man with a winning rate under 
55 percent. Thing is, he hasn’t played well enough (5 goals, 12 points in 
27 GP) to truly say offloading a first and a second was worth it. But when 
you’re a team like the Canadiens, desperate for a centre, you’re 
sometimes forced to pay a premium for a need. Grade: C- 

Jake Evans 

There was some hesitation about him being pressed into third-line duty 
when the moment called for it this season. He hasn’t looked half bad in 
the role, but what’s been surprising is how he’s flashed his offensive 
skills when needed. It’s one thing to be in the right place at the right time, 
but it’s another to show hands like this. 

JAKE EVANS JUST SNAPPED AND ENDED TOBIAS BJORNFOT'S 
ENTIRE CAREER PIC.TWITTER.COM/K3BVP2LXLV 

— SCOTT MATLA (@SCOTTMATLA) NOVEMBER 10, 2021 

He’s on his way to having a successful season if his goal totals end up in 
the double digits. If he continues to improve on the defensive end, that’ll 
also help his cause. Grade: C+ 

Brendan Gallagher 

He looks as if he’s been playing through pain at points in the season. 
Unsurprising to say the least when it comes to Brendan Gallagher. His 
load when it comes to leadership has undoubtedly been made heavier 
too with a glut of key veterans either injured or simply unavailable in the 
locker room. Not to mention he has to play what could prove to be the 
Canadiens’ worst season over 82 games. 

I THINK THE SEASON IS STARTING TO TAKE ITS TOLL ON 
BRENDAN GALLAGHER… PIC.TWITTER.COM/WVTFJDHVFV 

— JARED BOOK (@JAREDBOOK) NOVEMBER 25, 2021 

You can rarely say he takes nights off, however. So, he genuinely does 
deserve some points for effort. If the Canadiens are serious about 
rebuilding and Gallagher does, in fact, want to leave — he has a modified 
no-trade clause where he can submit up to six teams he’d like to be dealt 
to — (and a team is willing to take a chunk of his $6.5 million AAV), 
maybe a team or two shows interest. Grade: C- 

Mike Hoffman 

The Canadiens sought a goal scorer who could fill the net, in particular 
with the man advantage. Yes, he’s been hurt at times, but he hasn’t 
necessarily scored in bunches either. Four goals in 19 games for 
Hoffman and none in his last 12 games. A good team in need of goal 
scoring at the deadline might not mind his $4.5 million AAV. But for the 
Canadiens, Hoffman has been underwhelming. Grade: D 

Artturi Lehkonen 

The effort has usually been there with Lehkonen throughout his tenure 
with the Canadiens. This season, it’s resulted in a bit more offensive 
production than some expected. He’s already nearing his totals from the 
2021 season through 31 games this year. Another of the few bright spots 
for the Canadiens this season. Grade: B  

ARTTURI LEHKONEN MAKES A NO-LOOK PASS FROM HIS KNEES 
AND CHRIS WIDEMAN SNIPES IT. 

HABS AND WINGS TIED 2-2! PIC.TWITTER.COM/UOZKBT0TT6 

— SCOTT MATLA (@SCOTTMATLA) NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

Cedric Paquette 

Fine, he’s a fourth-liner. But he has as many points in 16 games as you 
(the one reading this) and I (the one who wrote this). If you want to say 
that his faceoff numbers should at least justify his place in the lineup, well 
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he’s only had five games with a faceoff win percentage at 50 percent or 
higher. At this rate, you’re better off playing a younger player. Grade: F  

Mathieu Perreault 

Perreault had one of the best moments of the Canadiens’ season when 
he scored a hat-trick at the Bell Centre in front of a buzzing crowd that 
gave him a standing ovation. In the nine games he’s played since, no 
points. 

OK, I held out this long. Take us home, Sam Mitchell. Accentuate the 
zeroes. Grade: D 

Michael Pezzetta 

I still don’t get why he chose to fight Ryan Reaves in that one game 
against the Rangers at Madison Square Garden. But I will give him this: 
He is doing everything he can to be noticed (as if his luscious locks 
weren’t enough) and doing everything he can to prolong his stay in the 
NHL. He has brought energy and grit in a fourth-line role despite not 
putting up points. He’s looked better than some of the veterans who’ve 
been called upon to do the same thing. Grade: C- 

Ryan Poehling 

His play might have tailed off in recent games, but he’s looked confident 
and a bit more NHL-ready in his recent go-round with the big club. He’s 
looked reasonably responsible defensively and has chipped in with 
secondary scoring. Canadiens fans, and management, can feel a bit 
better about their 2017 first-round pick. Grade: C 

Nick Suzuki (Jean-Yves Ahern / USA TODAY) 

Nick Suzuki 

Welcome to life as the team’s most promising centre. Of course, to whom 
much is given, much is tested. Dominique Ducharme clearly sees Suzuki 
as a man to deploy against top NHL talents like Nathan MacKinnon, and 
he’s clearly still adjusting to that. He’s had offensive droughts, but he’s 
been able to snap out of them and go on some productive runs. He’s had 
some positive moments and can still be a good player at both ends of the 
ice but has some work to do (more consistency needed in winning draws) 
before he can truly blossom into the shining star the team hopes he can 
be. Grade: B- 

Tyler Toffoli 

The team’s leading goal scorer from last season wasn’t afraid to pull 
punches and say the Canadiens are among the league’s worst. He 
wasn’t afraid to say the team needed to be better and has backed up his 
words. This doesn’t mean he’s been the Canadiens’ best forward, 
though; he’s had nights where he hasn’t looked great. But the Canadiens 
are definitely missing him while he’s injured. Grade: C- 

Defence 

Ben Chiarot 

For a big man, he can skate and can help out offensively at times (fun 
fact: he has as many points, with seven, in 31 games this year as he did 
in 41 games last year). But there have been too many times where he’s 
been on the wrong end of a defensive lapse, whether by his own volition 
or through his defence partner. Despite how he (and the rest of the 
Canadiens’ defence) has looked in their own end or defending oncoming 
rushes, he remains the Canadiens’ best trade piece, as he’s playing on 
an expiring contract. A couple of good games following the holiday break 
will help Gorton’s asking price — and Chiarot’s grade. Grade: D 

Brett Kulak 

He has as many points as Chiarot but might not carry the same attention 
at the trade deadline because he isn’t the same build and doesn’t have 
the same physicality in his game. He hasn’t been nearly as egregious 
defensively as some of his colleagues, but he’s not a revelation either. 
It’s nice that he’s matched his production over his last two seasons 
through 27 games, if you’re looking for a silver lining. Grade: D 

Jeff Petry (Charles LeClaire / USA TODAY) 

Jeff Petry 

He’ll be the first to tell you he hasn’t played well this season. Two assists 
in 27 games is well below a disappointment. It got to a point where fans 
at the Bell Centre booed him every time he touched the puck in his final 
game before missing time with an upper-body injury earlier this month. 
He went from a dark horse candidate to crack Team USA’s roster at the 
2022 Olympics (back when they were a thing) to a shell of himself. It’s 
quite the letdown for a player who some felt, even with Shea Weber in 
the lineup, was the Canadiens’ best defenceman. The following grade 
might be harsh depending on how you see it. But considering he hasn’t 
been good enough to help the team, it shouldn’t come as a surprise. 
Grade: F 

Alexander Romanov 

Since his rocky start to the season had us questioning whether he truly 
was the promising prospect we were led to believe he was, he has 
looked more confident and it has reflected in his play. He hasn’t been 
afraid to throw his weight around on the ice, but sometimes it can result 
in some friendly fire. 

CALE MAKAR AND RYAN POEHLING GET TAKEN OUT BY 
ALEXANDER ROMANOV 

WHICH MEANS AUBE-KUBEL TOOK A PENALTY FOR ROMANOV 
HITTING HIS OWN TEAMMATE LMAO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/48LVTRICGF 

— SCOTT MATLA (@SCOTTMATLA) DECEMBER 3, 2021 

There is still room to grow for the 21-year-old and plenty of (opposing) 
players to hit. Grade: C- 

David Savard 

He, too, funny enough, has the same amount of points as Kulak and 
Chiarot. But his mistakes, whether because of positioning or lack of foot 
speed, have had him in trouble in many a situation this season. If the 
Canadiens truly thought that signing him would alleviate the loss of 
Weber, they were mistaken. Does he deserve the Karl Alzner 
comparison that some have made? It might be a bit much to say that, for 
now. But save for a few moments where his stickhandling and skating will 
surprise you, he’s been a liability in too many moments for the 
Canadiens. Grade: F 

Chris Wideman 

He was the best defenceman in the KHL last year. He should be a 
bottom-pairing defenceman on the Canadiens in an ideal circumstance. 
But he also leads the Canadiens’ defencemen in scoring (nine points). 
Before anyone thinks that statistic is anything to write home about, the 
New Jersey Devils (a team eight points out of a playoff spot) have three 
defencemen — including P.K. Subban — who have more points than 
Wideman. Damon Severson is level on points with Wideman and has the 
fourth-most among players at his position. Because the Canadiens didn’t 
get a higher-quality puck-moving rearguard who can provide offence on 
special teams, he’s who they have at this moment in time. Unfortunately, 
he doesn’t produce enough offensively for the Canadiens to live with his 
turnovers and mistakes. Grade: D+ 

Goalies 

Jake Allen 

He’s played many games for the Canadiens, and there haven’t been too 
many games where he’s looked like the team’s weakest link despite 
sporting a 3.10 goals-against average and a .903 save percentage. If the 
team in front of him was better (even if it was just in the form of more 
goal support or a better defence), his numbers would look better. We’ve 
graded him on a bit of a curve, as you can tell. Grade: C 

Samuel Montembeault  
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Through eight appearances with the Canadiens, Montembeault hasn’t 
proven to be a steady backup behind Jake Allen. Perhaps he might gain 
his footing with a few more appearances, but he might also be destined 
for the waiver wire if Carey Price is healthy to play again out of the break. 
His 1-4-1 record isn’t inspiring much confidence from anyone, even if he 
could use the same excuse as Allen in that the team in front of him isn’t 
good. Grade: D 

Dominique Ducharme. (Jean-Yves Ahern / USA TODAY) 

Head coach and GM 

Dominique Ducharme 

When Gorton said the Canadiens were planning on keeping Ducharme 
as head coach through the rest of the season, it was hard to justify it as 
an endorsement of his record. You might have been better off thinking it 
was a tanking measure. Ducharme did coach a team to the Stanley Cup 
Final, but was it because his team just got hot at the right time? Was it 
really his coaching, or whatever his system is, that guided the Canadiens 
within three wins of Lord Stanley’s mug? You can say the pieces he has 
to work with aren’t good enough, and some probably thought this roster 
wasn’t made for the postseason, but Ducharme is steering a ship in the 
wrong direction. Unless he somehow coaches up the team through the 
rest of the season, the Canadiens may seriously reconsider that 
extension he received in the offseason. Grade: F 

Marc Bergevin 

A contract extension for Bergevin seemed like a forgone conclusion once 
the dust settled from the Stanley Cup Final loss, even if he addressed 
questions about it like a diplomat. Since then, he made a controversial 
draft choice that an entire franchise has failed to properly answer for, and 
he let key pieces walk in free agency while signing others who haven’t 
sufficiently filled the gaps in the Canadiens’ lineup. It got to a point where 
Bergevin ended up icing a team that could go down as the worst in 
franchise history over 82 games. With contract talks — and his team — 
seemingly going nowhere, owner Geoff Molson had to deliver him his 
walking papers. Grade: F  
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Blue Jackets gets three back from COVID list, lose Bjorkstrand to 
positive test 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

What a difference a day made for the Blue Jackets.  

After missing six players who were on the NHL’s COVID protocols list 
during the team's practice Sunday, the Jackets got three of those absent 
players back for practice Monday. They also placed forward Oliver 
Bjorkstrand on the protocols list after a positive test result and recalled a 
pair of forwards, Josh Dunne and Tyler Sikura, from the Cleveland 
Monsters for the new temporary taxi squad the NHL and NHL Players’ 
Association jointly agreed to in order to help teams deal with outbreaks.  

Jakub Voracek also missed practice Monday with an undisclosed non-
COVID issue.  

“You just don’t know right now,” coach Brad Larsen said. “What is it in 
‘Forrest Gump?’ It’s a box of chocolates right now. You never know what 
you’re gonna get. So, that’s kind of where we’re at.”  

The saying also applies to the Blue Jackets’ schedule. The team had a 
fifth straight game postponed by the NHL late Sunday night when it was 
announced that Tuesday's faceoff against the Blackhawks in Chicago will 
now have to be rescheduled for later in the season. Road games in 

Calgary and Buffalo plus a pair of home games against the Buffalo 
Sabres and Toronto Maple Leafs have been pushed back as well. 

Larsen and his coaching staff would ideally like a full week of practices to 
get legs and lungs closer to game condition, but will welcome whatever 
work they can fit in before their next game, which is currently scheduled 
for Thursday against the Nashville Predators.  

“We’ll take every practice day we can get right now,” Larsen said. “It’s a 
strange, unique situation. We’re not even in the middle of the season. 
We’re just under 30 games in and we then get a 10-day pause … so 
every practice day we can get helps a lot. You can tell with the guys. 
They were way better today than they were yesterday, just their lungs, 
their legs, the way they handled the puck. It was better.”  

Blue Jackets welcome Jack Roslovic, Gabriel Carlsson and Andrew 
Peeke back from COVID protocols list  

Another encouraging development Monday was the return of Jack 
Roslovic, Gabriel Carlsson and Andrew Peeke, who were in isolation for 
the previous week. Roslovic rejoined practice after spending the league’s 
required 10 days in quarantine, while Carlsson and Peeke were released 
early, after passing tests on consecutive days. All three also passed 
cardiac exams before gaining clearance. 

The Jackets might get captain Boone Jenner back Tuesday after his 10-
day isolation period ends. Goalie Joonas Korpisalo and forward Eric 
Robinson might return to practices later in the week. Their availability 
against Nashville — along with that of Roslovic, Carlsson, Peeke and 
Jenner — has yet to be determined. 

Roslovic, who centered a line in practice Monday, is just happy to be 
skating again and feels close to being ready to play. Peeke said he felt 
good too. Roslovic's lone symptom was a minor headache, while Peeke 
was asymptomatic from start to finish. 

Carlsson wasn't requested to speak by reporters Monday. 

“I don’t think I’m too far behind the curve,” Roslovic said. “It was an 
unfortunate time to get it around the holidays, but in terms of our 
schedule, our season and playing games, trying to be (competitive) in 
games and winning games, it was a good time to get it.”  
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Here's what the Blue Jackets need to do to turn their season around 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

The Blue Jackets are in a rut.  

They’re 2-5-1 in December, have dropped to the brink of early elimination 
from the playoff race in the Eastern Conference and need to string some 
wins together if they want to keep their postseason hopes alive.  

They’re also dealing with a COVID-19 outbreak that sent six players into 
isolation prior to the NHL’s holiday break. That doesn’t bode well for their 
odds of sparking a winning streak, but there are ways it can happen.  

Here are five things the Blue Jackets can do to boost their playoff odds.  

Stay afloat through COVID crisis  

Coming out of the NHL’s holiday break, the Blue Jackets will likely still be 
missing six players who were placed on the league’s COVID-19 protocols 
list prior to the pause.  

It’s a group that includes goalie Joonas Korpisalo, centers Boone Jenner 
and Jack Roslovic plus defensemen Andrew Peeke and Gabriel 
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Carlsson. The sixth is speedy forward Eric Robinson, who’d become a 
force at left wing on Sean Kuraly’s line.  

That’s a significant number of players out and multiple key roles now 
vacant until they’re cleared. The Blue Jackets were already in a funk prior 
to their departures, so it will be a major challenge to fill those voids and 
find a way to keep the team’s collective head above water.  

Laine and Boqvist make a splash  

The timelines for star forward Patrik Laine (oblique strain) and 
defenseman Adam Boqvist (upper-body injury) to return are unclear.   

Laine has missed 19 games since leaving against the Colorado 
Avalanche in the third period of the Jackets’ 5-4 overtime win Nov. 3 in 
Denver. Boqvist hasn’t played since Dec. 9 against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Laine only scored three goals in nine games prior to the injury, but he 
was a point-a-game player and drew a lot of attention from opposing 
defenders. Laine was also protecting pucks much better than he did last 
season, which was a huge help breaking the puck out of the Jackets’ 
zone and keeping shifts alive longer inside the offensive zone. Goals 
from his “office” inside the left faceoff circle were also bound to happen 
on power plays, despite the fact he’s still looking for his first power-play 
tally.  

Boqvist has been shelved by injury twice this season but showed what 
kind of offensive force he can be after returning the first time. He scored 
six goals in 12 games prior to his latest injury, including a pair of two-goal 
games aided by playing in Laine’s spot on the power play.  

It’s imperative for the Blue Jackets to get both back sooner than later.  

Protect the puck, find the forecheck  

The past month has resembled last season, which spiraled out of control 
on the Blue Jackets amid a spate of costly turnovers while being 
forechecked leading to a stunning lack of possession time in the 
opposing zone.  

It’s hard to get a good forecheck going if you don’t possess the puck 
inside the opposing zone for more than a few seconds at a time, and the 
Jackets’ main source of scoring chances lately are predominantly rush 
attempts. Odd-man rushes often lead to goals, which is good, but they 
also create a lot of “one-and-done" possessions in which the puck is sent 
back the other way.  

During their four-year streak of qualifying for the playoffs, the Blue 
Jackets often had a stifling forecheck that followed strong shifts spent 
almost entirely inside the opponents’ blue line. That’s how you grind 
teams down and the Jackets do have enough talent to do it.   

The Blue Jackets have a wealth of young, puck-moving defensemen, but 
as a group, they must take another step forward and learn how to do two 
things better: effectively break the puck out of their own zone and keep 
possessions alive inside the opponents’ blue line. Forwards must also be 
better at protecting the puck once they get it and support their 
defensemen in all three zones.  

More possession should lead to more scoring chances, a better 
forecheck and more wins.  

Spark the power play  

After their scorching start on power plays, the Blue Jackets have gone 
ice cold. They’ve only scored once on a power play in the past nine 
games, going 1 for 15 (6.7%) during that time.  

They didn’t go more than three games in a row without a power-play goal 
through the first 19 contests and either won or stayed close in a number 
of games because of it. Losing Laine to a long-term injury was a tough 
blow to absorb, but it didn’t derail the Jackets’ power play.  

Boqvist eventually stepped into that void and formed a dangerous, 
interchanging trio with Zach Werenski and Jakub Voracek on the 
perimeter of a 1-3-1 setup inside the offensive zone. Opponents couldn’t 

predict where each would go, and all three were capable of setting up 
good looks from any of the three locations for their teammates.  

That came to a screeching halt when Boqvist left the lineup against 
Anaheim, but the Jackets’ success rate on the man-advantage had 
already begun to drop significantly. Part of the issue is not drawing 
enough penalties. They’ve averaged just 1.7 power-play situations in the 
past nine games after averaging 2.9 in the first 19 on the schedule.  

The other issue is that the spot previously occupied by Laine and Boqvist 
on the man-advantage is currently a gaping void without either of them in 
the lineup.  

Give the goalies a chance to shine  

Elvis Merzlikins and Joonas Korpisalo have the talent to become the best 
goaltending duo in the NHL but not if they keep facing a barrage of near-
impossible situations to stop.  

That was the biggest reason both saw their numbers balloon last season, 
and it’s become an issue again during ongoing struggles for their 
teammates trying to exit the defensive zone. Turnovers in bunches are 
generally not a good thing for goalies, especially when they happen in 
close proximity to the net they’re guarding.  

Improved puck protection and possession would allow Merzlikins, 
Korpisalo and rookie Daniil Tarasov a chance to steadily get into a good 
rhythm by making more saves against less dangerous scoring situations. 
That, in turn, could lead to all three making the type of jaw-dropping 
saves in key situations they’re all capable of providing when not deluged 
by odd-man rushes.  

Goaltending and better defensive play alone could help the Jackets stay 
afloat.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Shadow of Canucks' spring COVID outbreak still lingers 
ahead of U.S. trip 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetDecember 27, 2021, 8:02 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – You didn’t need jolly old St. Nicholas if you were 
anywhere near Bruce Boudreau at Christmas. 

The Vancouver Canucks’ new coach spent the NHL holiday break in the 
mountains at Whistler – “I nearly fell down one” -- where the Santa-like 
man from the north (Toronto) taped an ebullient Christmas message for 
fans promising to “kick some ass in 2022.” 

Players have reacted to their gregarious, energetic coach by going 6-0 
since Boudreau replaced Travis Green three weeks ago. But, as 
Boudreau said in his social-media message: “6-0 might be OK, but 10-0 
is better.” 

Boudreau’s optimism and positivity have been a panacea for the 
Canucks, who played themselves into a very dark place by starting the 
season 6-14-2. 

They won two of their last three games under Green, but Boudreau has 
been like rocket fuel to a team that was badly underperforming and 
needed positivity like a fish needs water. 

He had a lengthy meeting with players after Monday’s practice at Rogers 
Arena. 

The traction the Canucks finally generated in December was halted by a 
schedule break extended for several days by the latest COVID-19 crisis, 
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and despite its longest winning streak in two years, the team remains six 
points out of a playoff spot. 

Beyond the schedule and standings, the shadow from the Canucks’ 
COVID outbreak last season still hangs menacingly over the team like 
the ghost of Christmas future standing over Ebenezer Scrooge. 

Players are giddy with their recent success, re-energized and suddenly 
loving their jobs again. But barring further postponements by the NHL, 
the Canucks are about to embark on a three-game American road trip, 
starting Wednesday against the Anaheim Ducks, in which a positive 
COVID test for players could mean a multi-day quarantine in their hotel 
room. 

All six players who were in COVID protocol with the Canucks last week 
are back practising. 

“I've seen most everything (but) I haven't been through COVID,” 
Boudreau, 66, told reporters on his Monday Zoom call. “I didn't work for 
the last year and a half. You just learn to roll with the punches, I guess. I 
mean, we're anticipating going tomorrow. And until we're told not to not to 
go, I assume we're going. We're all anxious to go. 

“If there's one team in the NHL, quite frankly, that is overly cautious about 
the whole COVID situation it would be the Vancouver Canucks for what 
they went through last year. So I think the players are doing a really good 
job of staying in their own little bubble and doing what they have to do. 
Right now, we're fairly healthy. And hopefully Anaheim is fairly healthy 
and we can go and play a game.” 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

Canucks winger Alex Chiasson, who was added to COVID protocol on 
Sunday, could be cleared to rejoin the Canucks as soon as Tuesday with 
another negative test result, Boudreau said. The team is supposed to 
practise in Vancouver before flying to California – pending their daily test 
results for the coronavirus. 

The Canucks, who have had five games postponed, are scheduled to 
visit the Los Angeles Kings on Thursday and the Seattle Kraken on 
Saturday before coming home to play two games next week under a 50-
per-cent seating limit at Rogers Arena. 

All or none of these games may go as scheduled. 

“I think you're uncomfortable all the time right now,” veteran defenceman 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “You don't really know what's going on and 
you're trying not to think about it too much. Obviously, it was nice that 
everybody got to be around their families for Christmas. But it is what it 
is. You take it day by day and see what's going on. I feel like you can't 
really do anything about it.” 

Ekman-Larsson identified the real problem a couple of questions later: 
“It's not really about hockey, it's about mental health, too. It tears you 
down a little bit just thinking about it all the time. You're supposed to be 
playing hockey and do good on the ice, and you have to deal with stuff 
going around COVID. It's a lot of stuff that is on your mind, but you kind 
of learn how to live with it and try to not think about it too much.” 

Like all teams, especially those that have crossed the international 
border, the Canucks will worry about COVID a little bit more when they 
are on the road because of the ramifications of getting sick away from 
home. 

“It would be a lot easier to have everything run smooth and you don't 
have to worry about all that stuff,” winger Conor Garland said. “But I just 
play hockey. I just look at my phone at nine o'clock at night to see what 
our schedule is for the next day. I guess you could say it's frustrating, 
especially having games cancelled where we really wanted to play. Like I 
said, you just take it day by day and don't look too far ahead.” 

As far as the hockey goes, it’s probably not motivation the Canucks need 
right now, but realism. 

“The biggest thing for me is for the players, with this break, not to get 
complacent and think that: OK, everything's roses,” Boudreau said. 
“We're still near the bottom of the league. We're still. . . not anywhere 
near getting into the playoffs yet. So, if we're satisfied with what we've 
done, then we're heading for disaster. We're hoping with all these (extra) 
practices that we've been able to have that we're getting better as a team 
and we're going to be getting better and not be satisfied.” 

Yes, 10-0 is better than 6-0. Even if it probably still wouldn’t put the 
Canucks in a playoff position. 
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Sportsnet.ca / As COVID-19 upends rosters, Flames prepare to return 
with health on their side 

 

Eric Francis December 27, 2021, 6:28 PM 

 

Shortly after their second skate in just over two weeks, Darryl Sutter 
declared his club as healthy as it’s been since training camp. 

With the return of Dan Vladar on Monday, all 20 Calgary Flames who 
tested positive for COVID-19 before Christmas are now back in the swing 
of things. 

Aside from a few days of flu-like symptoms experienced by a portion of 
the team, the players have come through the team’s shutdown well-
rested, energetic and healed from many of the bumps and bruises that 
accumulated the first two months. 

No more impediments. 

No excuses. 

After going through what the organization did to miss its last seven 
games, you’d hardly call them the envy of the league. 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

But given how things have come together since then, it’s reasonable to 
wonder if the Flames will have an advantage on most teams as the NHL 
returns to play. 

“I’d say ya,” said Matthew Tkachuk, one of the team’s three rostered 
players who weren’t sidelined by the Omicron variant. “Most of our guys 
have (tested positive) so we don’t have to really worry about that too 
much, whereas other teams are maybe coming in each day and not 
knowing what can happen with certain guys and might have a week or 
two off, starting now. 

“For us to have a full roster I think it can help us, definitely. It’s more of a 
mental thing, too.” 

As the Flames gain steam with their second of four-straight practices this 
week, more and more players around the league continue to be added to 
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list. 

On Monday, the league announced the postponement of three more 
upcoming games, putting further into question whether the Flames will 
actually fly to Seattle Wednesday for a return to play Thursday. 

If they do, it would be a fortuitous start given the extended practice time it 
affords and the relative weakness of the opponent. 
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Rested but rusty, the Flames won’t have to suit up with taxi squad 
players and callups like many of their opponents will, as the Covid 
damage to the Flames is theoretically behind them. 

“I hope so,” said Chris Tanev, who said the extent of the COVID-19 
damage to him was a day-and-a-half of flu-like symptoms. “Obviously it’s 
a very fluid situation going on with the league. Not every team has 
experienced what we have, so hopefully there are not a lot more cases 
popping up. We’ve just got to be ready to play. 

“I’m sure (the schedule) is going to change over the next week or two.” 

Tkachuk was even more optimistic that the Covid concerns that loomed 
over his team since Dec. 11 are a thing of the past. 

Well, for this variant anyway. 

“For our team ya, probably,” said Tkachuk, who had previously tested 
positive for Covid two summers ago. “But we’re not the only team in the 
league, obviously. Obviously other teams are having updates every day. 
It’s happening to a couple other teams. It’s probably the way it’s going to 
be for the next little bit.” 

Sutter isn’t as convinced, going as far as to suggest that because players 
are double and triple vaccinated, he thinks the league’s re-
implementation of taxi squads will mean the virus isn’t “going to affect our 
league anymore.” 

Wishful thinking. 

Surely, many teams will be forced to play without regulars, an issue the 
Flames won’t have to worry about themselves. 

“To be honest, the big thing with us is we’re probably healthier than any 
time since the last exhibition game,” said Sutter, whose team now has 
Brett Ritchie (concussion) skating again, leaving only Tyler Pitlick out due 
to injury. “I think the guys look fresh and they’ve got some energy in their 
practice, which is good. 

"I don’t think (any rust) is related to the virus. I don’t think that affected 
any of us. It’s just the time off. Getting through the next three days you’re 
looking for good execution and pace of play, the same things you say 
coming out of training camp.” 

Given how well the Flames started this year, there’s plenty of reason to 
believe they can replicate that success again in their restart. 

When last we saw the Flames in action, the club was on a four-game 
losing streak, capped by a home loss to Boston Dec. 11. 

The next day the positive tests started rolling in, eventually sidelining 33 
players and staffers. 

They’ve endured. 

Now they prepare for a return they’re unsure will happen as early as 
Thursday. 

“Very tough,” said Tkachuk when asked how hard it is to have the 
schedule up in the air. “It’s only been two weeks and a day, but it feels 
way longer than that, I can tell you that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / World Juniors Three Stars, Day 2: Goaltenders Bugl, 
Wallstedt shine bright 

 

Lauren Kelly December 28, 2021, 12:54 AM 

 

With Austria and Switzerland finally getting in on the action, all 10 teams 
have now played at least one game at the 2022 World Junior Hockey 
Championship. 

Finland picked up right where they left off on Boxing Day and cruised to a 
decisive 7-1 victory. Austria will wish they had fared better in their first 
game, but they had no answer for the dominant play of Finland’s third 
line. 

Meanwhile, Russia rebounded from their opening day loss with a 4-2 win 
over Switzerland. Their blue line had some costly defensive lapses, but 
their young stars came through offensively when it mattered. 

Goaltenders Jan Bednar (DET) and Florian Bugl stole the show in the 
third game of the day. It was a tight battle for most of the game, but 
Germany outlasted Czechia to pull off the 2-1 upset victory in overtime. 

But the tournament saved its best game for last, as Sweden’s Jesper 
Wallstedt was sensational in a 3-0 win over Slovakia. 

Here are the three best individual performances from Day 2 of the World 
Juniors. 

3rd Star: Ville Koivunen, Finland 

Samuel Helenius (LAK), Ville Koivunen (CAR) and Brad Lambert (2022) 
may have played the least amount of minutes among Finnish forwards, 
but they made their shifts count. 

The line combined for four goals against Austria, and Koivunen scored 
two of them. 

Finland initially started the game slowly, but it was Koviunen who opened 
the scoring three-and-a-half minutes in with a one-timer in the slot. 

That goal gave Finland life, as they pulled away from Austria and the 
shot clock became more lopsided. 

Koivunen picked up his second point of the game with a sweet, no-look 
feed from behind the net to Helenius in the slot, which gave Finland a 2-0 
lead. 

He wouldn’t reach the scoresheet again until the third period, when 
Koivunen managed to corral the puck while lying on the ice and beat 
Austrian goaltender Sebastian Wraneschitz with a slick backhand. 

Koivunen was named player of the game for Finland, and made a 
tremendous impact at both ends of the ice despite playing under 12 
minutes. His five shots on goal was tied for first in the game along with 
teammate Roni Hirvonen (TOR). 

2nd Star: Florian Bugl, Germany 

While it was Blank who sealed the victory for Germany, they would not 
have won this game without the heroics of goaltender Bugl, who was 
named the team’s player of the game. 

Bugl, who made 31 saves through two periods alone, was nearly 
unbeatable as the Czechs continued to pepper him with shots all game 
long. 

He was perfect in the first period, and the only goal that beat him was an 
unlucky deflection off a defender’s skate in the second period. 

When it looked like his team was collapsing in front of him on some 
shifts, Bugl was the one constant, making save after save, unfazed after 
allowing the tying goal. 

Bugl stopped 39 of 40 shots to deliver Germany its first win of the 
tournament, and the first upset of the 2022 World Juniors. 

With the victory, Germany is now in a strong position to finish third in 
Group A, but they will be hungry for more success now. Their next 
opponent is a daunting one, but they have a day off to prepare before 
facing off against Canada. 
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Meanwhile, Czechia will also have a day off, as they hope to find a way 
to bounce back against Finland. 

The 2022 World Juniors 

At the World Juniors, one day can change everything. Stay informed with 
our coverage of the tournament. 

| Find the latest news right here 

1st Star: Jesper Wallstedt, Sweden 

On any other night, Bugl should have been the first star. 

But what Jesper Wallstedt (MIN) did to Slovakia tonight was nothing 
short of remarkable. 

All Sweden’s goalie did was make clutch saves all game long as his 
teammates collapsed in front of him. 

Slovakia stormed the net relentlessly to start the game, firing 13 shots on 
Wallstedt in the first period alone, before following up with 17 shots in the 
second period. 

Wallstedt saved his best for the final frame, though. He was a huge 
reason why Sweden killed off a five-minute major and a 1:10 6-on-3, as 
Slovakia pulled their goalie on the two-man advantage. 

Had Slovakia managed to score on that extended power play, this could 
have been a very different game. 

Wallstedt made 48 saves for his first-ever shutout in his World Juniors 
career and was the obvious choice for ‘player of the game’. Thanks to his 
clutch performance, Sweden is off to a 2-0 start at the World Juniors. 

Slovakia deserved a better fate in this game. They have some time to 
figure out what went wrong tonight before taking on Russia in a couple of 
days. 

Sweden will have a day off before facing the United States in their third 
game of the round robin, which will be their biggest challenge. But if 
Wallstedt’s play was any indication, they might be all right. 
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TSN.CA / Power's poise on display at World Juniors 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Team Canada practised at Edmonton's Downtown Community Arena on 
Monday.  

Even moments before a game, Owen Power is calm, cool and collected.  

"He's the same exact way he'd be on an off day," forward Cole Perfetti 
said. "It's kind of weird but, hey, it works for him. He's obviously figured it 
out...Sometimes it's hard to believe. He's kind of just the same way no 
matter what happens, kind of just relaxed and chill like he's just hanging 
out."  

That persona carries over to the ice.  

"Nothing really fazes him," Perfetti continued. "He just keeps going and 
you can see that with his poise on the ice. Guys will be coming at him 
and he doesn't seem to get too scared with puck and will kind of hold 
onto it and make the right play." 

Power's right plays added up to a three-goal performance in Sunday's 6-
3 win against Czechia. It was the first-ever hat trick by a Canadian 
defenceman in the tournament's history.  

"It's pretty special," the Mississauga, Ont. native said. "It's the first hat 
trick I've ever had so doing it at this stage and wearing the Team Canada 
jersey is pretty special." 

The performance by the first overall pick in July's National Hockey 
League draft had the hockey world – not just Buffalo Sabres fans – 
buzzing.  

"It was pretty sweet," said Anaheim Ducks defenceman Jamie Drysdale, 
who watched the game with his dad and brother in California. "I almost 
thought he was going to get a few more, to be honest, when he was 
doing that. He just doesn't have a panic button. He's real good on the 
break out, in-zone offensively and I even noticed he was down by the 
goal line a few times so he's a big guy, who can do it all." 

And he can do it all under pressure. The Michigan sophomore has 
already won a gold medal at the men's World Championship where he 
logged big minutes down the stretch. In a recent conversation with TSN, 
Arizona Coyotes head coach Andre Tourigny, who was on Canada's staff 
in Latvia, marvelled at how the teenager was able to come in cold and 
still perform well.  

"He did not play a lot early," Tourigny recalled. "In the second or third 
game, he got his first shift halfway through the second period and, right 
away, he went on the ice and was very assertive and got a scoring 
chance. He was skating with the puck, jumping into the offence like if he 
was playing every second shift." 

Power has that X factor.  

"It's his ability to play the high-performance game with a calmness, I'm 
not sure you can teach that," observed Team Canada head coach Dave 
Cameron. "He's able to keep that even keel. He's done it at the Worlds. 
He's done it at Michigan. He's started here at the World Juniors and we 
expect him to continue." 

Power no stranger to shining on the international stage 

Owen Power became the first defenceman to score a hat trick at the 
World Juniors for Canada when they downed Czechia in their tournament 
opener. Mike Johnson and Mark Masters join Gino Reda to discuss 
Power's history-making performance and how he is no stranger to strong 
play on an international stage. 

--- 

Cameron believes Power's background playing box lacrosse while 
growing up has served him well.  

"That taught him how to roll off checks," Cameron noted. "Basically, how 
to not panic when you're under pressure and that transfers over to 
hockey in terms of protecting the puck and knowing other teams are 
going to pressure you and how you escape from that." 

At 6-foot-5, 214 pounds, Power is a big presence on the ice. Some see 
him as the second coming of Chris Pronger, but another name springs to 
mind for Cameron.  

"Pronger had that mean streak about him," Cameron pointed out. "I don't 
see Owen getting to that level. But I coached against and had [Alex] 
Pietrangelo on the World Junior teams and I see a lot of similarities there 
with that ability to escape under pressure."  

--- 

It's been a relatively quiet start to the World Juniors for Shane Wright, at 
least by his lofty standards. The Kingston Frontenacs centre recorded 
one point, a secondary assist on the power play, in Canada's lone pre-
tournament game. Wright was then held off the scoresheet in Sunday's 
opener against Czechia recording just one shot on net. 

"Maybe some jitters off the start," Wright said. "A little nervous. Maybe a 
little too amped up. Obviously, I was pretty excited with all the fans in the 
stands and finally getting to play. I feel like I settled into the game pretty 
well. I feel like, overall, I played alright and hopefully I can pick my game 
up." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 28, 2021 

 

On Monday, Wright shifted to right wing at practice. Shawinigan's Mavrik 
Bourque moved to the middle on that line between Perfetti and Wright.  

"Not too much of an adjustment," said Wright. "As a centre, I'm used to 
being low, low in the corners with the D, but as a winger I'm staying high 
in the slot and protecting the middle of the ice there. Maybe a little less 
responsibility in my own end and I can pick up a few more chances in the 
O-zone, but nothing too different. Not too bothered with playing wing or 
playing centre." 

"He's probably always been a centre," said Perfetti. "Wing you're allowed 
to break a little bit more and there's a little less responsibility in the D 
zone. He's such a good two-way guy, but with Mav being such a good 
two-way guy as well maybe that will allow Shane to break a little more for 
offence."  

Power's 'low-panic threshold' leads to first ever hat trick 

Owen Power scored three goals in his World Junior debut on Sunday 
night becoming the first Canadian defenceman to record a hat trick at the 
event. "It's the first hat trick I’ve ever had so doing it at this stage and 
wearing the Team Canada jersey is pretty special," the Michigan 
sophomore said. Coach Dave Cameron is impressed by Power's "low-
panic threshold” with the puck. 

--- 

After taking a big hit from Stanislav Svozil in the third period on Sunday, 
Team Canada forward Xavier Bourgault left the game and did not return. 
The Edmonton Oilers prospect missed Monday's practice.  

"No official update other than he wasn't able to practise today," said 
Cameron.  

Justin Sourdif, who has skated exclusively on a line with Ridly Greig and 
Jake Neighbours since training camp opened, was slotted in as the 13th 
forward during Monday's workout. The feisty Vancouver Giants captain 
may be facing supplemental discipline for a late and high hit on Jiri 
Tichacek.  

Edmonton Oil Kings sniper Dylan Guenther moved into Sourdif's spot at 
practice.  

Kamloops Blazers sparkplug Logan Stankoven, who was a healthy 
scratch in the opener, skated alongside Mason McTavish and Kent 
Johnson. Stankoven also skated on a line with McTavish in the first three 
practices of training camp before dropping down the lineup.  

Connor Bedard, who had moved up to skate alongside Wright and 
Perfetti midway through Sunday's game, was on the fourth line at 
practice.  

Canada could be short a couple forwards against Austria 

Forward Xavier Bougault missed Canada's practice on Monday and Dave 
Cameron had no update on his status, while fellow forward Justin Sourdif 
could face further discipline for a high-hit against Czechia. James Duthie 
and Bob McKenzie discuss the potential line-juggling that could happen if 
neither are available on Tuesday. 

---  

Dylan Garand, who started Team Canada's opening game, signed a 
contract with the New York Rangers last week. Sebastian Cossa, who 
played in the pre-tournament game against Russia, was picked 15th 
overall by the Detroit Red Wings in July and has already signed an entry-
level deal. 

Brett Brochu, meanwhile, has been passed over in the last two NHL 
drafts.  

"It's definitely tough seeing two years go by without seeing my name 
picked," the 5-foot-11 native of Tilbury, Ont. said. "I just used it as 
motivation to stay focused on the task at hand. Got a third [chance] at it 
this year." 

Brochu will get the start for Team Canada on Tuesday against Austria. It 
will be his first ever game with the national team.  

"I'm really excited," the London Knights goalie said. "Ever since I was a 
kid, I've dreamt of that moment." 

"Having a great OHL career, it's hard to believe he hasn't been drafted," 
said Perfetti, an OHL alumnus. "With his work ethic and the kind of guy 
he is, teams will want that kind of person." 

Brochu, who was playing Jr. C hockey with the Dresden Jr. Kings just 
three years ago, has certainly earned this opportunity to impress NHL 
scouts on the big stage. He's 16-5-1 with a .921 save percentage this 
season.  

"I'm confident when I'm at my best," he said. "So, I'm going to bring that 
tomorrow. It's just another game. I've played a lot with London this year 
so I'm going to bring that same attitude and same mindset." 

With no OHL season last year, Brochu found himself skating with the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins in the American Hockey League where 
he got into one game on an amateur tryout.  

"My time in the AHL was really beneficial," he said. "Working with 
[Pittsburgh Penguins goalie coach] Andy Chiodo, [we] just grew my game 
on and off the ice."  

Passed over in NHL draft twice, Brochu finally gets his moment in the 
spotlight 

Brett Brochu is the only player on Team Canada, who has been passed 
over in the NHL draft. It happened twice. "Got a third [chance] at it this 
year so I just used it as motivation," the London Knights goalie said. 
Brochu will start for Team Canada on Tuesday at the World Juniors. "I’m 
definitely really excited," he said. "Ever since I was a kid, I’ve dreamt of 
that moment." 

Cameron gave Garand a vote of confidence after the Kamloops keeper 
allowed three goals on 17 shots on Sunday.  

"He started strong," Cameron said, "rebounded well. I liked it." 

So, why start Brochu on Tuesday? 

"We're going to use our depth," the coach explained. "He's a real good 
goaltender. Puts the work in every day. He's a real good teammate." 

Cossa, who allowed three goals on 11 shots in his 30 minute exhibition 
outing last Thursday, appears to now be No. 3 on the depth chart.   

--- 

Donovan Sebrango had gone 62 straight games without a goal prior to 
Sunday. The drought stretched across two leagues and three seasons. 
But the World Juniors can bring about some magical moments and on 
Boxing Day the Grand Rapids defenceman scored his first goal since 
Feb. 11, 2020 when he played for the Kitchener Rangers.  

His mom, Kim Sebrango, was watching from the stands.  

"I could see him creeping in and I thought, 'Oh my God, he's going to do 
[it],'" Kim said. "I just couldn't believe it. Honestly, I'm going to cry right 
now. I think I just stopped crying." 

Before the tournament started, Donovan said he was determined to win 
the gold medal for his mom, who raised him as a single parent and in 
2017 sustained a serious injury in a car crash.  

"We've been through a lot as a family and to come through it and come 
through it together, it's incredible," an emotional Kim said while clutching 
some tissues. 

    An amazing win for Canada and such an honour to be here! Atta’ boy 
Donovan! https://t.co/wnjuLgxgmA 

    — Kim Sebrango (@Sebrango_9) December 27, 2021 
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A third-round pick by the Detroit Red Wings in the 2020 draft, Sebrango 
has played 51 AHL games over the last two seasons picking up seven 
assists. Among the final cuts by Hockey Canada last year, Sebrango 
earned his way onto the World Junior squad this year.  

"Donovan's always been pretty determined," Kim said. "I called it 
stubborn. We'll say it's determination now and it's served him well. He's 
been a hard worker since Day 1. He was always the kid who was at the 
rink two or three hours early because he had to tape his sticks. He was 
pretty focused from an early age. He's had a lot of help along the way 
and I just can't believe we're here." 

Even before scoring on Sunday, Donovan had delivered a special 
experience for his mom.  

"I can't even explain it," Kim said. "Trish Power came up to me and was 
like, 'Oh, I want to introduce myself,' and I'm like, 'Holy cow!' I'm in awe of 
her. And then I see her son play. And the Perfettis. I just can't believe. I 
can't believe I'm here. We started out in a small town in Gananoque, 
population 5,200, so to be here is something special."  

'We've been through a lot': Sebrango's mom emotional after son's World 
Junior goal 

Canada defenceman Donovan Sebrango was raised by a single mom. 
"She's my everything,” Donovan said before the World Juniors. "I owe 
her this tournament, to come out on top.” After Donovan scored in 
Sunday's game, Kim Sebrango spoke with TSN. "I just couldn't believe it. 
Honestly, I’m going to cry right now," said Kim. "We’ve been through a lot 
as a family and to come through it and come through it together ... it's 
incredible." 

--- 

Cameron was Canada's head coach at the 2011 World Juniors when the 
team squandered a 3-0 lead in the third period en route to a shocking 5-3 
loss against Russia in the gold-medal game. Cameron called timeout 
after Russia tied that game 3-3, but it was already too late.  

On Sunday, Cameron called a timeout after Czechia scored three quick 
goals to grab a 3-1 lead in the first period. The coach insists he wasn't 
having any flashbacks.  

"I can't remember last week let alone 10 years ago so, no," the Ottawa 
67s bench boss said. "I just thought it was the proper time. Between that 
tournament in Buffalo and the 10 years since I've called lots of timeouts. 
It's a feel." 

The message during Sunday's timeout? 

"Just play hockey," Cameron said. "Protect the puck. Make good 
decisions with the puck. Don't try to play the whole tournament in the first 
10 minutes of the first game." 

Cameron wasn't surprised that his group fell behind.  

"This is my fourth World Juniors and the thing I've learned is: expect the 
unexpected," he said. "You put in a style of play for your team, but it 
never goes the way you draw it up so it's about your team's ability to be 
able to adapt when it's not going your way...One of things we discussed 
all week as a coaching staff was that we didn't know what the hell to 
expect the first 10 minutes. It's two teams that hadn't played much. We 
played one game. They didn't play any. We knew it was going to be a bit 
of an adventure. It was junior hockey at its finest."  

Power scored 23 seconds after the timeout and Canada didn't look back 
from there.  

"That timeout was huge," Power said. "It kind of settled us down and we 
did a better job of keeping guys in front of us and not trying to force 
anything or cheat for any offence. After that timeout we settled in and 
played good hockey." 

Canada calms the nerves and Power goes to work to down Czechia 

An eventful first period saw Canada down two goals before a Dave 
Cameron timeout settled the team. Gord Miller and Ray Ferraro recap 
how Canada battled back to tie it to close out the opening period and the 
influence Owen Power had on the game with his hat trick. 

--- 

Lines in Monday's practice:  

Perfetti - Bourque - Wright  

Johnson - McTavish - Stankoven  

Neighbours - Greig - Guenther 

Cuylle - Desnoyers - Bedard 

Sourdif 

Power - Seeley 

Guhle - Cormier  

Sebrango - Zellweger  

O'Rourke - Lambos 

Brochu  

Garand  

Cossa 

Absent: Bourgault 
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TSN.CA / Canucks look capable of clawing back into playoff race 

 

Travis Yost 

 

After winning eight of their past 10 games, fans in Vancouver are starting 
to wonder whether the Canucks – led by new head coach Bruce 
Boudreau – can claw their way back into the playoff race. I think the 
answer is yes. 

Let’s set aside some obvious points for a moment. The Canucks cap 
situation is ugly, and any roster additions will likely have to come through 
cost neutrality. The team’s best player, 23-year-old centre Elias 
Pettersson, is amid a hideous offensive slump. And even with a whipsaw 
of a rebound since bringing Boudreau into the fold, the Canucks are still 
well outside of the playoff race and playing in a much more competitive 
Pacific Division this time around. 

But this year’s team, however painful it’s been to watch at times, is 
showing progress. Perhaps in a meaningful way. 

If you have watched the Canucks from a glass-half-full approach, there 
are a few things to hang your hat on. The first is that this team is quite 
credible at even strength, the most important game state by far. This 
season, Vancouver ranks 15th in the league in goal differential there 
(+3), inside playoff-calibre range. 

The goals break out accordingly: 

This is a critical takeaway, certainly if you are fond of the glass-half-full 
approach. A season ago, an embattled Montreal Canadiens team 
sprinting on the treadmill of mediocrity had shown one core competency 
heading into the postseason: defending the run of play at even strength 
and driving a favourable goal differential there despite heaps of roster 
and execution concerns. 
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From a personnel standpoint, this Canucks lineup feels night and day in 
comparison to last year’s Canadiens team – you don’t think of this lineup, 
one predominantly led by skill attackers up top, as a strong defensive 
group and weak in the offensive zone. But that’s what they are. 

Boudreau and the new-look Canucks coaching staff are trying to break 
that down. But compare this Canucks lineup, which hasn’t changed much 
from their All-Canadian division look a year ago, and you can see that the 
results are materially different: 

Last year’s Canucks team was a mess, finishing -37 goals in 56 games 
and generally being outplayed by the rest of the Canadian clubs. 

The only area that graded relatively well, amusingly enough, was the 
team’s penalty kill, where Braden Holtby and Thatcher Demko stopped 
87 per cent of the shots faced despite Vancouver finishing 26th in 
expected goals conceded there. Said another way: the goaltending was 
bailing the Canucks out more than the raw goals against numbers 
indicate. 

This season, the penalty kill is still giving up a ton of room and 
opportunity to their opponents, grading dead last in expected goals 
faced. Demko (82 per cent stop rate) hasn’t been able to marginalize that 
pressure in any way, and so the Canucks have been buried in the 
standings in large part because of how futile the penalty kill has been. 

And yet! I come back to that even strength defensive grade this season, 
where the Canucks have conceded fewer goals than all but two teams in 
the NHL. It’s a remarkable accomplishment, and although it’s somewhat 
goaltender-driven, the Canucks are still a respectable 15th in expected 
goals conceded this year. That’s tremendous year-over-year progress, 
and theoretically would mean more upside to a beleaguered penalty kill 
that hasn’t slowed down anyone this season. 

I’m still unsure if the Canucks can finish off this mid-season rally and 
chase down a playoff spot – if not because they piled up so many losses 
early on, then for the fact that they are playing in a division where at least 
three teams (Vegas, Calgary, Edmonton) appear stronger on merit, and 
the three California teams have all improved year-over-year. 

But the Canucks are building a credible defence under the radar. And 
armed with one of the better coaches in NHL history, counting them out 
seems quite premature. 
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USA TODAY / COVID-19 updates: Suns, Trail Blazers coaches enter 
protocol; more NHL games postponed 

 

Lorenzo Reyes USA TODAY 

 

As the omicron variant continues to spread throughout the country, more 
and more players, coaches and athletes are testing positive for COVID-
19 and entering the health and safety protocols of their respective 
leagues. 

Aside from the NFL, the two other major leagues currently in season, the 
NBA and the NHL, are also dealing with their own spikes in cases. 

So far, NBA postponements have slowed after a handful of them in the 
last couple of weeks. To mitigate the growing number of players landing 
on COVID-19 isolation lists, however, teams are dipping into their minor 
league affiliates and free agency to add bodies to their rosters.  

NHL postponements continue to grow and the league has brought back 
taxi squads in a bid to keep games going. 

Here's a look at the latest COVID-19 updates facing the NBA, NHL and 
college sports. 

Outbreak on the Boston Celtics lands Jayson Tatum, others in protocol 

For their game Monday night against the Minnesota Timberwolves, the 
Boston Celtics will be without several key players because of health and 
safety protocols. None is more significant than star forward Jayson 
Tatum, who was added to the team's COVID-19 list Monday morning. 

Tatum was declared out for Monday's game and joins Dennis Schröder, 
Bruno Fernando, Enes Freedom, Justin Jackson, C.J. Miles, Aaron 
Nesmith, Josh Richardson and Grant Williams as Boston players in the 
protocols. All of those players are out for Monday's game against 
Minnesota, with the exception of Williams, who is questionable. 

The game is scheduled for 8 p.m. ET in Minnesota. 

Coaches of a couple NBA teams added to expanding list 

The Phoenix Suns will be without coach Monty Williams for their game 
Monday night against the Memphis Grizzlies, according to multiple 
reports. According to ESPN, assistant coach Kevin Young is the likely 
choice to replace Williams Monday night. 

Williams joins Suns forward Jae Crowder and reserve guard Elfrid 
Payton on the NBA's health and safety protocols. 

Meanwhile, multiple reports indicated that Trail Blazers coach Chauncey 
Billups also entered the league's health and safety protocols Monday. 
According to ESPN, assistant coach Scott Brooks, a former head coach 
of the Oklahoma City Thunder and Washington Wizards, will serve as the 
interim in Billups' absence.  

The Trail Blazers just had their most recently scheduled game, which had 
been set to take place Thursday against the Nets, postponed because of 
COVID-19 issues facing Brooklyn. The NBA, in fact, has had to 
reschedule a handful of games over the past couple of weeks because of 
various outbreaks. 

Portland is scheduled to play the Dallas Mavericks Monday at 10 p.m. 
ET. 

Williams and Billups make it four NBA coaches currently on the league's 
health and safety protocols. Frank Vogel of the Los Angeles Lakers and 
Billy Donovan of the Chicago Bulls are also on the list.  

Quicker testing out for vaxed NBA players and coaches  

Vaccinated NBA players and coaches will be able to test out of 
quarantine quicker, the NBA said in a memo Monday that was distributed 
to all 30 teams. USA TODAY Sports' Jeff Zillgitt obtained a copy of the 
memo, which indicates that vaccinated personnel can clear quarantine 
after six days, provided that testing data show the player or coach is no 
longer at risk of being infectious. 

The NBA memo comes as the CDC has revised its guidance on isolation 
time and mask usage for people recovering from infections. 

More NHL postponements  

The NHL postponed three more games: Chicago-Winnipeg on 
Wednesday and a home-and-home set between Colorado and Dallas on 
Wednesday and Friday. 

The Blackhawks announced that goalie Marc-Andre Fleury didn't practice 
on Monday because he has entered the league's COVID-19 protocols. 
Chicago did get some good news as defenseman Calvin de Haan was 
removed from the list.  

Both of Chicago's first two games after the extended Christmas break 
have been postponed. There have been a total of 70 postponements this 
season, and the league has pulled out of the Olympics to help schedule 
them. 

The Ohio State Buckeyes men's basketball team canceled its Tuesday 
tipoff against New Orleans at Value City Arena due to the long layoff they 
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have experienced since an outbreak of the virus forced the program to 
shut down nearly two weeks ago. 

The program had shut down team activities because of COVID-19 
spread and returned to Columbus for a brief practice on Sunday. The 
Buckeyes had already missed games against Kentucky and Tennessee-
Martin because of the virus, but Tuesday's cancellation has more to do 
with player conditioning after the long layoff.  

“Our guys are progressing through the COVID return-to-play protocols 
well, but we just don’t have the numbers or readiness to play a game 
yet,” coach Chris Holtmann said in a statement. “Player safety as it 
relates to COVID and as they return to play after a significant time off will 
always be a top priority.” 

—  Adam Jardy, The Columbus Dispatch 
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