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Who makes the Hurricanes’ taxi squad? Re-sign Tony DeAngelo? Tripp Tracy’s holiday TV 
binge? Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian 

Hello folks! I hope everyone is having a great holiday 
season. We’re in that nebulous time of the year when no one 
knows what day it is, and the break in the NHL season has 
definitely made that worse for us hockey nuts. 

But the Canes still have a game scheduled for Thursday, so 
let’s go through some of your questions from our latest mail 
call to shake off the rust and try to remember where this 
team is at before it hits the ice again. 

Note: Some questions are edited for clarity or length. 

Good morning. The NHL missed out on getting Uber to 
sponsor the taxi squad. Thoughts on what the Canes’ taxi 
group is going to look like? — Howard H. 

Good afternoon, Howard. This was their second opportunity 
to get that sweet, sweet, Uber money, and they whiffed 
again! Unbelievable. That said, the Canes have recalled the 
one and only Wolves goalie Alex Lyon to the taxi squad, with 
nothing else cooking so far. I asked coach Rod Brind’Amour 
on Tuesday what his thoughts were when he heard the taxi 
squads were being reinstated, and what the Hurricanes’ plan 
might be. 

“I think we’re still figuring that out,” he answered. “I don’t 
think we’ve really nailed it down yet. … You definitely don’t 
want a bunch of guys sitting around that are your top 
prospects, not playing. I think there’s going to be some sort 
of major conversation here at some point, but we need to get 
a lot of guys back to see where we kind of fit with all that.” 

So don’t expect a stacked taxi squad, and expect it to be a 
need-based thing, a la Lyon being added because Freddie 
Andersen is still in protocol 

What did the players do for Christmas? — Ren B. 

Antti Raanta said that while obviously the league shutting 
down was unfortunate, he was able to spend more time with 
his kids on Finnish Christmas (the 24th), and he was grateful 
for that. Then he had dinner with his adopted Hurricanes 
kids. 

“It was actually nice to have a few extra days with the kids,” 
he said. “We celebrate Christmas on the 24th, so it was nice 
to be home — I don’t know if I should say it was nice, but the 
kids want to open presents really early on the 24th. It was a 
little bit more special to have those extra days to have a 
normal Christmas feeling (for them). Then we had a Finnish 
Christmas dinner on the 24th, to spend some time with the 
other Finns and get some Finnish food. It was great.” 

I googled “Finnish Christmas food,” and apparently the most 
popular dish is baked ham, which is also a staple at my 

festivities. Then you’ve got some gingerbread cookies, 
casseroles, pastries and porridge. Not bad. 

What did (color commentator) Tripp Tracy do for the holiday? 
— Bill K. 

I asked him just for you, Bill. 

“I went to Michigan, spent four or five days with my mom,” he 
said. “She and I fell in love with ‘Succession’ and binged out. 
We watched three seasons and by the time I left, we caught 
up to Season 3. Classic show.” 

Why not keep Jack Drury up? — Sean G. 

The answer to that question is the same as the answer to 
this question: “Why did the Hurricanes have to play two 
players short against the Red Wings?” 

Cap space. 

I’m sure we will see Drury back in some capacity, especially 
with Jordan Martinook placed on injured reserve Tuesday 
and the temporary changes to the CBA announced Sunday, 
which will allow a team “to recall a Player pursuant to the 
Roster Emergency Exception with an Averaged Amount (if 
calculated exclusive of Exhibit 5 Performance Bonuses) that 
is no more than $1,000,000.” The limit was previously 
$800,000, and Drury’s base cap hit is $925,000. 

Prior to the shutdown, why did the Canes (and Islanders, 
Blues, etc.) have to play short-handed and/or with AHL call-
ups while other teams like Boston, Nashville, Avs got to 
reschedule their games due to COVID-19? The 
inconsistency makes it seem like the NHL plays favorites. — 
Joe M. 

I was with you until “the inconsistency makes it seem like the 
NHL plays favorites.” While it may seem like playing favorites 
to fans, it seems like incompetency and lack of a plan to this 
reporter. 

And, while I can’t speak on the other teams’ situations, my 
sense is the Hurricanes wanted to play to avoid playing 
makeup games for various reasons (arena availability being 
one). I did ask Canes general manager Don Waddell on the 
record if he had asked the NHL to opt out of the game 
against the Red Wings. He said no. 

“Our schedule is so busy the second half of the season, the 
last thing you want to do is have a tired hockey team going 
into the playoffs,” he said. “It’s hard to make up games, like, 
we’re trying to find a place to fit this Minnesota game we 
missed, and there’s no place on the schedule that works for 
them and works for us.” 

So, while I think the NHL should have implemented the taxi 
squad and other measures prior to all these teams having to 
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play down men, it isn’t all on the league. I wonder what 
would have happened if Waddell tried to get the league to 
cancel the game. 

The players were originally supposed to go to the Olympics, 
and many arenas booked concerts during this time. Do you 
see any neutral site games happening to fit in all the games 
that have been missed? — Marty L. 

Yeah, this is a huge dilemma facing the league right now. 
Anecdotally, I’ve seen some big acts canceling concerts due 
to the recent surge, so maybe the NHL will get some relief in 
that aspect, but you can’t really bank on that. 

I’d love to see some neutral-site games because I am a 
proponent of chaos. The Canes could always lean into their 
military appreciation night with a game in Fayetteville (home 
of Ft. Bragg). The Bruins could play at one of my favorite 
arenas of all time — Matthews (home of the Northeastern 
Huskies and the oldest ice hockey arena still in use in the 
world). Let’s finally get Flyers and Penguins at Penn State’s 
Pegula Ice Arena. 

Wow, I have some great ideas. 

What do you think the lines/pairings will look like come 
playoff time, assuming a fully healthy roster? — Jake O. 

OK, I’ll bite. 

Andrei Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Teuvo Teravainen 
Nino Niederreiter-Vincent Trocheck-Martin Necas 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi-Jordan Staal-Seth Jarvis 
Jordan Martinook-Jack Drury-Jesper Fast 

Jaccob Slavin-Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei-Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole-Ethan Bear 

Freddie Andersen 

I’d fully expect Derek Stepan, Steven Lorentz and Brendan 
Smith to cycle in and out of this. Ideally, Kotkaniemi is a 
center, but I can’t find a way for that to make the most sense. 
Drury is probably the hottest take, on a two-game sample 
size, so maybe he’s the “black ace” and Lorentz or Stepan 
are regulars. But I just have a feeling about the kid, and I 
have since the preseason. 

Do we try to re-sign Tony DeAngelo to a longer-term deal or 
has his excellent play priced him out of Carolina? — Tom H. 

A great question I honestly don’t have the answer to. There 
are obviously a lot of factors. You can bet that the pending 

restricted free agent’s next contract will be a raise in both 
money and term. But maybe he’ll feel some loyalty to the 
team that took a chance on him, which happens to be a Cup 
contender, and want to give them a hometown discount to 
sign long-term. I do feel like for DeAngelo, it’ll be all about 
the term. 

I’m sure the Canes will want to keep him. The ball is more in 
his court regarding pricing out. 

Trocheck and Nino both walk as UFAs at year’s end: Fact or 
fiction? — Jesse R. 

With the Hurricanes’ cap situation it seems like only one can 
stay. I doubt both walk, but I’d mentally prepare to say 
goodbye to at least one. 

ESPN’s Kristen Shilton lists Freddie Andersen as the 
Hurricanes’ “most indispensable player.” Agree or disagree? 
He’s great, but I think a lot of goalies could thrive with 
Carolina’s defense. It’s Aho for me. — Danielle P. 

Yeah, I’m with you on this one, Danielle. Andersen has 
definitely been an important piece in the Canes’ strong start 
to the season, but indispensable is not the superlative I’d 
give him. Most pleasantly surprising? Most importantly above 
average? 

The Canes have built their team around their back end, and 
multiple goalies over the past few years have posted career-
highs or at least above-expected performances behind the 
blue line. The team has needed points, and Aho is bringing 
the points. 

Who in the last three years has been traded (or left in free 
agency) that you wish was still on the Canes’ roster? — 
Lindsey H. 

There are a lot of great guys who have passed through the 
Hurricanes since I’ve been here, and it’s hard to pick just 
one. I miss so many guys for their humor or funny moments 
we had. But when it comes down to it, it’s probably Dougie 
Hamilton. From a journalistic standpoint, it’s rare in hockey to 
have such a good NHL player who is sort of not the usual 
head-down, hockey-obsessed person. That and the intrigue 
around him always made for a good story — one I was 
working for a long time but haven’t gotten to finish (yet). 
From a personal standpoint, I also really felt like he 
understood what I was trying to do — make people laugh, 
make people think. He always delivered for me when it came 
to that.
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WJC roundup: Wild goalie prospect Wallstedt, Sweden shut out Slovakia 

Germany tops Czechia in OT; Finland, Russia win 

By Mike G. Morreale 

Monday is the second day of the 2022 IIHF World Junior 
Championship, which is being held in Edmonton and Red 
Deer, Alberta. 

DAY 2 GAMES 

Sweden 3, Slovakia 0 -- Jesper Wallstedt (Minnesota Wild) 
made 48 saves for his first World Juniors shutout in Group B 
at WP Centrium in Red Deer. 

"It's always a confidence boost, but I couldn't do this 
performance without the team in front of me," Wallstedt said. 
"We had a lot of blocked shots and we put their shots in 
areas where I often could control the saves, so this 
performance couldn't be done without the great team in front 
of me." 

Theodor Niederbach (Detroit Red Wings), Albert Sjoberg 
(Dallas Stars) and Daniel Ljungman (Stars) each scored for 
Sweden (2-0-0-0).  

Simon Latkoczy (2022 NHL Draft eligible) made 24 saves for 
Slovakia (0-0-0-2), which lost 3-2 to the United States on 
Sunday. 

"[Slovakia] was tremendous; I think they were better than us, 
almost the entire game. I think we had some good moments 
but, overall, they were better," Sweden coach Tomas Monten 
said. "It was a terrific performance (by Wallstedt). If we're 
going to have a shot at this, he has to be an important 
component for us and he really showed that today." 

Niederbach scored a power-play goal at 6:25 of the first 
period for a 1-0 lead, and Sjoberg made it 2-0 on a 
breakaway at 6:50 into the second period.  

Wallstedt's best save came 1:04 into the third period on a 
Slovakia power play when he slid to his right to stop a 
rebound attempt by Martin Chromiak (Los Angeles Kings) on 
a one-timer from the bottom of the left face-off circle. 

Sweden denied Slovakia on a five-minute power play at 7:31 
of the third period that included a 5-on-3 advantage for 1:10. 
During the power play, Slovakia pulled Latkoczy for a 6-on-4 
and a 6-on-3; however, Wallstedt, playing in his second 
World Juniors, stopped six shots during the Slovakia 
advantage. 

"I think we pushed the shots to the side. We tried to stick 
tight in the middle and make their shots appear from outside 
of the box so I can control the shots and control the 

rebounds better," Wallstedt said. "Otherwise, it went really 
fast and felt great to get it over with and then we could get 
the win so that was nice." 

Ljungman scored an empty-net goal at 18:45 for the 3-0 final. 

Sweden next plays the United States on Wednesday (9:30 
p.m. ET). Slovakia plays Russia on Wednesday (4:30 p.m. 
ET). 

Germany 2, Czechia 1 (OT) -- Alexander Blank (2022 NHL 
Draft eligible) scored his second goal 1:20 into overtime on a 
shot from the bottom of the left face-off circle in Group A at 
Rogers Place in Edmonton. 

"I just had some speed picking up the puck and then I saw 
the defender was not as fast as me, so I just tried to go 
through him and shoot it to the net," Blank said. "I didn't even 
know where to shoot it, and then it went in." 

Florian Bugl (2022 draft eligible) made 39 saves in his first 
start of the tournament for Germany (0-1-0-1).  

"It's a very important tournament, and to represent the 
country with a good performance, I think it's the best feeling 
ever," Bugl said. 

Blank gave Germany a 1-0 lead 4:29 into the second period.  

Jan Mysak (Montreal Canadiens) deflected in a shot off the 
right skate of German defenseman Arkadiusz Dziambor 
(2022 draft eligible) at the bottom of the left face-off circle for 
a power-play goal to tie the game 1-1 for Czechia at 15:49. 

Jan Bednar(Detroit Red Wings) made 30 saves in his first 
start for Czechia (0-0-1-1), which dressed five defensemen 
and 15 forwards. Czechia defenseman David Jiricek (2022 
draft eligible) was not in the lineup because of a lower-body 
injury and defenseman Michal Hradek did not play due to a 
suspension he received following a 6-3 loss to Canada on 
Sunday.  

Germany plays Canada on Wednesday (7 p.m. ET). Czechia 
plays Finland on Wednesday (2 p.m. ET). 

Russia 4, Switzerland 2 -- Danila Yurov, an A-rated skater on 
NHL Central Scouting's players to watch list for the 2022 
NHL Draft, had a goal and an assist for Russia in Group B in 
Red Deer. 

"He's a good skater, he handles the puck well and he has a 
strong shot," Russia coach Sergei Zubov said. "We're going 
to try and use him in the game, 5-on-5, definitely." 

Yurov, Dmitri Zlodeyev (Vancouver Canucks) and Pavel 
Tyutnev (2022 draft eligible) each scored in the first period 
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when Russia opened a 3-1 lead. Matvei Michkov, a top 
prospect for the 2023 NHL Draft, scored his third goal of the 
tournament, and Yegor Guskov (2022 draft eligible) made 16 
saves for Russia (1-0-0-1).  

"Scoring at the world junior level is always a great feeling but 
the most important thing is that we actually won," Zlodeyev 
said. "We were playing aggressive and doing our job well 
and here's the result." 

Attilio Biasca (2022 draft eligible) and Fabian Ritzmann 
(2022 draft eligible) each scored, and Kevin Pasche (2022 
draft eligible) made 28 saves for Switzerland (0-0-0-1). 

"We created some chances but gave up quite a few 
opportunities for the Swiss team and we hope we're going to 
get better day by day," Zubov said. 

Russia plays Slovakia on Wednesday (4:30 p.m. ET). 
Switzerland plays the United States on Tuesday (4:30 p.m. 
ET). 

Finland 7, Austria 1 -- Ville Koivunen (Carolina Hurricanes) 
had two goals and an assist in Group A in Edmonton. 

Brad Lambert (2022 draft eligible) had a goal and two assists 
for Finland. Samuel Helenius (Los Angeles Kings) had a goal 
and an assist, and Kasper Simontaival (Kings), Topi Niemela 
(Toronto Maple Leafs) and Kalle Vaisanen (New York 
Rangers) each scored. 

Juha Jatkola (2022 draft eligible) made eight saves in his first 
start for Finland (2-0-0-0). 

The line of Koivunen (two goals, two assists), Helenius (three 
goals, one assist) and Lambert (one goal, four assists) has 
combined for 13 points (six goals seven assists) in two 
games. 

"They have a good relationship and they are good hockey 
players," Finland coach Antti Pennanen said. "Brad Lambert 
is skillful and fast, Helenius wins the battles and Koivunen 
has good hockey sense, so it's a really good combination." 

Helenius and Lambert are teammates with JYP in Liiga, the 
top professional league in Finland. Koivunen plays for Karpat 
in Liiga. 

"Two very good players," Koivunen said. "Brad is very good 
with the puck and very good skating and Helenius is very big 
(6-foot-6, 201 pounds) and good at defending so I think we 
complement each other very good." 

Martin Urbanek (2022 draft eligible) scored a power-play 
goal to pull Austria within 3-1 at 5:39 of the second period. 
Sebastian Wraneschitz (2022 draft eligible) made 41 saves 
for Austria (0-0-0-1), which dressed nine defensemen and 11 
forwards. 

Finland next plays against Czechia on Wednesday (2 p.m. 
ET). Austria plays Canada on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET).

 

NHL postpones Red-Wings-Islanders game, nine others 

Total up to 80, makeup dates to be announced 

The game between the Detroit Red Wings and New York 
Islanders at UBS Arena on Wednesday was postponed by 
the NHL due to COVID-19 concerns. 

Nine other games were postponed because of attendance 
restrictions in cities in Canada: the Pittsburgh Penguins at 
Ottawa Senators and Winnipeg Jets at Calgary Flames, each 
scheduled for Friday; the Carolina Hurricanes at Toronto 
Maple Leafs on Jan. 3; the Washington Capitals at Montreal 
Canadiens on Jan. 4; Toronto at Montreal on Jan. 6; the 
Buffalo Sabres at Montreal and Seattle Kraken at Winnipeg 
on Jan. 8; and the Columbus Blue Jackets at Montreal and 
the Minnesota Wild at Winnipeg on Jan. 10. 

Makeup dates for those games have not been announced. 

Also, a game between the Boston Bruins and Canadiens 
scheduled at Montreal on Jan. 12 now will be played at 
Boston that day. A makeup date for Boston to play at 
Montreal will be announced. 

Of the 80 NHL games postponed this season, one has been 
made up (the Ottawa Senators defeated the New Jersey 
Devils 3-2 in a shootout Dec. 6 in a game scheduled for Nov. 
16), and one has been rescheduled (the New York Rangers 
will host the Islanders on March 17 in a game scheduled for 
Nov. 28). 

The NHL resumed play after the holiday break with three 
games Tuesday: the Canadiens at the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
the Vegas Golden Knights at the Los Angeles Kings, and the 
Arizona Coyotes at the San Jose Sharks. 

The Islanders are next scheduled to play against the Sabres 
at home Thursday. The Red Wings next play at home 
against the Capitals on Friday. 

The NHL and NHL Players' Association agreed Sunday to 
allow teams to have a taxi squad with a maximum of six 
players available to be added to the roster to minimize the 
chance for further postponements or teams having to play 
with a limited lineup.
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World Junior Championship: Three Stars from Dec. 27 

It was a good day to be a goalie at the World Junior 
Championship, and a Finnish forward was unstoppable. 
Tony Ferrari breaks down the top three players from Day 2 in 
Alberta. 

By Tony Ferrari 

What a day in Alberta. 

The Finns beat up on an undermanned Austrian team with 
2022 NHL draft prospect Brad Lambert continuing his strong 
showing at the U-20 event three more points including an 
impressive goal that put both his high-end speed and silky 
smooth hands on display. Russian super-prospect Matvei 
Michkov was yet again among their best players, adding a 
goal with some nice hands in tight.  

First Star - G Jesper Wallstedt | Sweden 

Jesper Wallstedt was an absolute STAR! The Minnesota 
Wild prospect made 48 saves for the shutout in a game 
where the feisty and young Slovak squad was looking to put 
their name on the map with a great performance over one of 
the best hockey nations in the world. Unfortunately for them, 
Jesper Wallstedt had other plans for them. Make no bones 
about it, Slovakia was the better team tonight, pretty much 
start to finish. They just didn’t have Wallstedt. 

While there were incredible saves made by Wallstedt 
throughout the game, there was a series of saves - along 
with some key shot blocks - on a five-on-three which turned 
into a six-on-four when Slovakia pulled their goalie. With just 
over 12 minutes to go in the third, Swedish blueliner Leo 
Lööf hit Slovak defenseman Šimon Nemec high and was 
thrown out of the game and given a major penalty. This left 
the Swedes undermanned for five full minutes and then a 
delay of game penalty put them down two men. Wallstedt 
showed that he is the best goalie prospect in the world with 
the otherworldly ability to see the play a step ahead, make 
the correct read, and calmly make every save asked of him.  

Wallstedt’s uncanny ability to look like a literal goaltending 
robot with his incredible technical ability in net was on full 
display. He is a truly special talent and mature beyond his 
years in the crease. He has been stellar in the SHL against 
men and his performance both this year and last at the 
world’s premier junior event have been outstanding. Not only 
is he a remarkable netminder, but his mask features a really 
cool tribute to Swedish goaltending legend Henrik Lundqvist.  

Second Star - G Florian Bugl | Germany 

The German team was enthusiastically belting the anthem 
after the game and Florian Bugl was a big reason why. 
Named player of the game, Bugl made big save after big 

save. The young German netminder had the kind of game 
that makes you think some scout is going to bang the table 
come draft day and push for the 19-year-old goaltender.  

Stopping 39 or 40 shots in this one, Bugl helped Germany in 
a big way when it comes to securing a quarterfinal berth. The 
6’0” goalie’s only mistake came while the Czech squad was 
on the powerplay as Jan Mysak had a bounce go his way 
and was a bit fortunate to beat Bugl. His glove hand was 
fantastic, making a number of big glove saves throughout the 
game. He was moving in hsi crease well and never really 
allowed the Czech squad to ever feel like they got into this 
game despite the one goal that did get by him. 

Germany’s fate is in their hands when it comes to qualifying 
for a quarterfinal berth. With a win over the Austrian team on 
New Year's Eve could secure them third place in Group A, a 
game that many thought could be deciding who would have 
to play in the relegation game prior to relegation coming off 
the table this year due to COVID. Bugl was the starter in last 
year's World Juniors and he may have just earned himself 
the job again this year.  

Third Star - W Ville Koivunen | Finland 

The Finns have looked quite good to start the World Juniors 
and Carolina Hurricanes’ prospect Ville Koivunen has been a 
big reason through two games. The young forward plays the 
game with such a strong sense of where his teammates are 
and where the opportunities to exploit his opponents exist. 
He has above average tools but nothing that truly stands out 
as special, aside from his diagnostic ability all over the ice.  

He found himself on the scoresheet three total times, twice in 
the goal column. Koivunen opened the scoring about three 
and a half minutes into the game. With linemate Brad 
Lambert circling the Austrian net, Koivunen came streaking 
into the slot just as Lambert emerged behind the net. 
Lambert put the puck on his tape and Koivunen made no 
mistake. He also scored the first goal of the third period to 
put the Finns up 5-1 and real get the rout going. With 
Lambert floating a puck the the netfront, Koivunen collected 
the puck and tucked a spinning backhand into the net for his 
second of the night.  

He was also dishing the puck though with a slick backhand 
feed off a great forecheck behind the Austrian net. Corralling 
the puck after Lambert and an Austrian defender were 
pinned to the boards, Koivunen found Helenius in the slot for 
an easy goal for the hulking Finnish forward. The line 
consisting of Koivunen-Helenius-Lambert has been one of 
the most dangerous at the World Juniors and the trio shows 
no signs of slowing down.
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NHL Postpones Nine Home Games Involving Canadian Teams Due to Attendance 
Restrictions 

The NHL has postponed nine home games hosted by 
Canadian teams due to attendance restrictions put in place 
by local governments. 

By Mike Stephens 

The NHL announced on Tuesday evening that nine games 
involving Canadian teams have been postponed due to 
stringent attendance restrictions placed on them by local 
governments.  

In an official statement, the league announced that these 
games will be rescheduled at a later date when these 
restrictions have either been loosened or lifted in full.  

The postponed games in question are as follows:  

Pittsburgh at Ottawa and Winnipeg at Calgary on Dec. 31, 
Carolina at Toronto on Jan. 3, Washington at Montreal on 
Jan. 4, Toronto at Montreal on Jan. 6, Buffalo at Montreal 

and Seattle at Winnipeg on Jan. 8, and Columbus at 
Montreal and Minnesota at Winnipeg on Jan. 10.  

It's an interesting change of pace from the normal reasons 
behind postponements in recent weeks.  

With the Omicron variant causing a massive spike in cases 
across North America, many local Canadian governments 
have either lowered the maximum capacity at sporting 
events to 50 percent or simply banned fans from attending 
altogether. The NHL clearly hopes that these restrictions will 
not be necessary towards the end of the season, and is 
hoping that the affected teams will be able to gain gate 
revenue for these scheduled dates at that time.  

With this news, the NHL's slate of postponements only 
continues to grow, leading many to wonder where the league 
will find the time to slot so many games into the schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 29, 2021 

 

 

 

World Juniors Recap: December 27 

The Finns continue to impress at the World Juniors. 

By Matthew Somma 

Finland vs. Austria 

Ville Koivunen finished the game with two goals and an 
assist in less than 12 minutes of ice time and was named 
Finland’s player of the game. His line has been one of 
Finland’s most dangerous lines through the first two games 
despite limited minutes, so it’s great to see Koivunen playing 
so well. Koivunen’s high hockey IQ allows for him to find his 
teammates with ease as well as find open patches of ice to 
get into a position to score. Austria and Germany aren’t the 
toughest teams, but it’s nice to see the Finns doing so well.  

Canes prospect Aleksi Heimosalmi was moved up to the 
second pairing and had a secondary assist on Koivunen’s 
second goal of the game. Heimosalmi is the youngest 
defenseman on Finland’s roster but one of the more 
confident players in terms of puck carrying on the back end. 
He can move the puck in transition, plays a solid defensive 
game and can be a quarterback on the blue line in the 
offensive zone. Don’t let his point totals in the Liiga fool you, 
he’s a very good prospect. 

Russia vs. Switzerland 

Man oh man, Russia has been disappointing. Its defense 
and goaltending have both been a weak point, and although 
Askarov has tremendous potential, his showings at the World 
Juniors have historically been poor. Alexander Pashin did not 
play in this game, and Nikita Guslistov was the thirteenth 
forward, so he did not see a lot of ice time. Vasiliy 
Ponomaryov was on the third line for this game, but Russia’s 
forwards aren’t as dynamic as they have been in the past 
and their offense seems to run almost exclusively through 
their top two lines.  

Russia’s lineup construction has been baffling. First came 
the decision to leave their North American skaters at home, a 
purely political move despite the staff saying they felt that 
they had brought their best players. Russia has punished 
players that leave for North America for years now, but 

recently we have seen more and more players get punished 
for leaving. Wild prospect Marat Khusnutdinov was barely 
playing until he signed a two year extension with his team. 
They then put him into the top six as a reward.  

The Russians left Yan Kuznetsov and Daniil Chayka at home 
despite the fact that both players would be noticeable 
improvements over any of the defensemen on Russia’s 
roster. I’m sure that Vasiliy Ponomaryov would have been 
left off of this year’s roster had he stayed in the QMJHL. It’s a 
shame that Russia is deliberately making their team worse 
just to make a statement.  

Sweden vs. Slovakia 

The Swedes shut out the Slovaks 3-0, which shows you just 
how good this year’s Swedish team is. They’re an absolute 
wagon with talent coming out the wazoo, and they still 
haven’t gotten Fabian Lysell into a game yet. Joel Nystrom 
had a primary assist off of a zone exit pass on Sweden’s 
second goal for his first point of the tournament.  

Nystrom also took a penalty, which I’ve dubbed “two minutes 
for playing defense.” 

His defensive partner received a match penalty for a check 
to the head, so it’s likely that we see him with a different 
player next game. The IIHF has cracked down on head 
contact during the tournament and that hit was particularly 
nasty.  

Zion Nybeck had a better game. He was making plays in 
transition and had a few nice passes, but I’m still not seeing 
him take over a shift like I’d hope he can. The World Juniors 
rarely are an indicator of future success, but I’d still like to 
see Nybeck at his best. I’ve seen him play at a high level 
before, but I’m not seeing that right now.  

Tuesday’s Games 

Switzerland vs. USA (Morrow), 4:30pm ET 

Canada (Seeley) vs. Austria, 7pm ET
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Lyon goes to Carolina 

The Chicago Wolves announced Tuesday that goaltender 
Alex Lyon has been recalled from loan by the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes and placed on their taxi squad. 

Lyon ranks second among all American Hockey League 
goaltenders with a 1.79 goals-against average. The 29-year-
old Baudette, Minnesota, native also owns a 9-1-1 record, a 
.929 save percentage and 2 shutouts in 11 appearances for 
the Wolves. 

During the Wolves’ current 12-game winning streak that has 
tied the franchise record, Lyon has posted a 6-0-0 record 
with a 1.63 GAA and .940 save percentage as he and rookie 
goaltender Eetu Makiniemi alternated starts. 

Lyon has played one game for Carolina this year and earned 
the win in a 3-2 verdict over the St. Louis Blues. Lyon 
stopped 27 of 29 shots to register his seventh career NHL 
victory. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves go for their 13th straight 
win Friday at Rockford, then host the IceHogs at 7 p.m. 
Saturday in the Chicago New Year’s Classic, presented by 
Planet Fitness, at Allstate Arena. The first 5,000 fans receive 
a rally towel courtesy of Planet Fitness. For the best ticket 
specials, contact a Wolves representative here or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3039408/2021/12/28/who-makes-the-hurricanes-taxi-squad-re-sign-tony-deangelo-tripp-tracys-holiday-tv-binge-bag-of-jerks/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/ville-koivunen-scores-twice-in-win-over-austria/c-329246430 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-postpones-red-wings-islanders-game-nine-others/c-329260118 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/world-junior-championship-three-stars-from-dec-27 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-postpones-nine-home-games-involving-canadian-teams-due-to-attendance-restrictions 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/28/22856752/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-world-juniors-recap 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/28/lyon-goes-to-carolina/ 
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Who makes the Hurricanes’ taxi squad? Re-sign Tony DeAngelo? Tripp 
Tracy’s holiday TV binge? Bag of Jerks 

 

By Sara Civian Dec 28, 2021 

 

Hello folks! I hope everyone is having a great holiday season. We’re in 
that nebulous time of the year when no one knows what day it is, and the 
break in the NHL season has definitely made that worse for us hockey 
nuts. 

But the Canes still have a game scheduled for Thursday, so let’s go 
through some of your questions from our latest mail call to shake off the 
rust and try to remember where this team is at before it hits the ice again. 

Note: Some questions are edited for clarity or length. 

Good morning. The NHL missed out on getting Uber to sponsor the taxi 
squad. Thoughts on what the Canes’ taxi group is going to look like? — 
Howard H. 

Good afternoon, Howard. This was their second opportunity to get that 
sweet, sweet, Uber money, and they whiffed again! Unbelievable. That 
said, the Canes have recalled the one and only Wolves goalie Alex Lyon 
to the taxi squad, with nothing else cooking so far. I asked coach Rod 
Brind’Amour on Tuesday what his thoughts were when he heard the taxi 
squads were being reinstated, and what the Hurricanes’ plan might be. 

“I think we’re still figuring that out,” he answered. “I don’t think we’ve 
really nailed it down yet. … You definitely don’t want a bunch of guys 
sitting around that are your top prospects, not playing. I think there’s 
going to be some sort of major conversation here at some point, but we 
need to get a lot of guys back to see where we kind of fit with all that.” 

So don’t expect a stacked taxi squad, and expect it to be a need-based 
thing, a la Lyon being added because Freddie Andersen is still in protocol 

What did the players do for Christmas? — Ren B. 

Antti Raanta said that while obviously the league shutting down was 
unfortunate, he was able to spend more time with his kids on Finnish 
Christmas (the 24th), and he was grateful for that. Then he had dinner 
with his adopted Hurricanes kids. 

“It was actually nice to have a few extra days with the kids,” he said. “We 
celebrate Christmas on the 24th, so it was nice to be home — I don’t 
know if I should say it was nice, but the kids want to open presents really 
early on the 24th. It was a little bit more special to have those extra days 
to have a normal Christmas feeling (for them). Then we had a Finnish 
Christmas dinner on the 24th, to spend some time with the other Finns 
and get some Finnish food. It was great.” 

I googled “Finnish Christmas food,” and apparently the most popular dish 
is baked ham, which is also a staple at my festivities. Then you’ve got 
some gingerbread cookies, casseroles, pastries and porridge. Not bad. 

What did (color commentator) Tripp Tracy do for the holiday? — Bill K. 

I asked him just for you, Bill. 

“I went to Michigan, spent four or five days with my mom,” he said. “She 
and I fell in love with ‘Succession’ and binged out. We watched three 
seasons and by the time I left, we caught up to Season 3. Classic show.” 

Why not keep Jack Drury up? — Sean G. 

The answer to that question is the same as the answer to this question: 
“Why did the Hurricanes have to play two players short against the Red 
Wings?” 

Cap space. 

I’m sure we will see Drury back in some capacity, especially with Jordan 
Martinook placed on injured reserve Tuesday and the temporary changes 
to the CBA announced Sunday, which will allow a team “to recall a Player 
pursuant to the Roster Emergency Exception with an Averaged Amount 
(if calculated exclusive of Exhibit 5 Performance Bonuses) that is no 
more than $1,000,000.” The limit was previously $800,000, and Drury’s 
base cap hit is $925,000. 

Prior to the shutdown, why did the Canes (and Islanders, Blues, etc.) 
have to play short-handed and/or with AHL call-ups while other teams 
like Boston, Nashville, Avs got to reschedule their games due to COVID-
19? The inconsistency makes it seem like the NHL plays favorites. — 
Joe M. 

I was with you until “the inconsistency makes it seem like the NHL plays 
favorites.” While it may seem like playing favorites to fans, it seems like 
incompetency and lack of a plan to this reporter. 

And, while I can’t speak on the other teams’ situations, my sense is the 
Hurricanes wanted to play to avoid playing makeup games for various 
reasons (arena availability being one). I did ask Canes general manager 
Don Waddell on the record if he had asked the NHL to opt out of the 
game against the Red Wings. He said no. 

“Our schedule is so busy the second half of the season, the last thing you 
want to do is have a tired hockey team going into the playoffs,” he said. 
“It’s hard to make up games, like, we’re trying to find a place to fit this 
Minnesota game we missed, and there’s no place on the schedule that 
works for them and works for us.” 

So, while I think the NHL should have implemented the taxi squad and 
other measures prior to all these teams having to play down men, it isn’t 
all on the league. I wonder what would have happened if Waddell tried to 
get the league to cancel the game. 

The players were originally supposed to go to the Olympics, and many 
arenas booked concerts during this time. Do you see any neutral site 
games happening to fit in all the games that have been missed? — Marty 
L. 

Yeah, this is a huge dilemma facing the league right now. Anecdotally, 
I’ve seen some big acts canceling concerts due to the recent surge, so 
maybe the NHL will get some relief in that aspect, but you can’t really 
bank on that. 
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I’d love to see some neutral-site games because I am a proponent of 
chaos. The Canes could always lean into their military appreciation night 
with a game in Fayetteville (home of Ft. Bragg). The Bruins could play at 
one of my favorite arenas of all time — Matthews (home of the 
Northeastern Huskies and the oldest ice hockey arena still in use in the 
world). Let’s finally get Flyers and Penguins at Penn State’s Pegula Ice 
Arena. 

Wow, I have some great ideas. 

What do you think the lines/pairings will look like come playoff time, 
assuming a fully healthy roster? — Jake O. 

OK, I’ll bite. 

Andrei Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter-Vincent Trocheck-Martin Necas 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi-Jordan Staal-Seth Jarvis 

Jordan Martinook-Jack Drury-Jesper Fast 

Jaccob Slavin-Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei-Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole-Ethan Bear 

Freddie Andersen 

I’d fully expect Derek Stepan, Steven Lorentz and Brendan Smith to 
cycle in and out of this. Ideally, Kotkaniemi is a center, but I can’t find a 
way for that to make the most sense. Drury is probably the hottest take, 
on a two-game sample size, so maybe he’s the “black ace” and Lorentz 
or Stepan are regulars. But I just have a feeling about the kid, and I have 
since the preseason. 

Do we try to re-sign Tony DeAngelo to a longer-term deal or has his 
excellent play priced him out of Carolina? — Tom H. 

A great question I honestly don’t have the answer to. There are obviously 
a lot of factors. You can bet that the pending restricted free agent’s next 
contract will be a raise in both money and term. But maybe he’ll feel 
some loyalty to the team that took a chance on him, which happens to be 
a Cup contender, and want to give them a hometown discount to sign 
long-term. I do feel like for DeAngelo, it’ll be all about the term. 

I’m sure the Canes will want to keep him. The ball is more in his court 
regarding pricing out. 

Trocheck and Nino both walk as UFAs at year’s end: Fact or fiction? — 
Jesse R. 

With the Hurricanes’ cap situation it seems like only one can stay. I doubt 
both walk, but I’d mentally prepare to say goodbye to at least one. 

ESPN’s Kristen Shilton lists Freddie Andersen as the Hurricanes’ “most 
indispensable player.” Agree or disagree? He’s great, but I think a lot of 
goalies could thrive with Carolina’s defense. It’s Aho for me. — Danielle 
P. 

Yeah, I’m with you on this one, Danielle. Andersen has definitely been an 
important piece in the Canes’ strong start to the season, but 
indispensable is not the superlative I’d give him. Most pleasantly 
surprising? Most importantly above average? 

The Canes have built their team around their back end, and multiple 
goalies over the past few years have posted career-highs or at least 
above-expected performances behind the blue line. The team has 
needed points, and Aho is bringing the points. 

Who in the last three years has been traded (or left in free agency) that 
you wish was still on the Canes’ roster? — Lindsey H. 

There are a lot of great guys who have passed through the Hurricanes 
since I’ve been here, and it’s hard to pick just one. I miss so many guys 
for their humor or funny moments we had. But when it comes down to it, 

it’s probably Dougie Hamilton. From a journalistic standpoint, it’s rare in 
hockey to have such a good NHL player who is sort of not the usual 
head-down, hockey-obsessed person. That and the intrigue around him 
always made for a good story — one I was working for a long time but 
haven’t gotten to finish (yet). From a personal standpoint, I also really felt 
like he understood what I was trying to do — make people laugh, make 
people think. He always delivered for me when it came to that. 
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Tampa Bay Lightning top Montreal Canadiens in overtime in NHL’s return 
from pause 

 

Staff Report 

29/12/2021 

 

Ondrej Palat scored the game-winner 36 seconds into overtime as the 
host Tampa Bay Lightning topped the beleaguered Montreal Canadiens 
5-4 on Tuesday in the first game since a six-day leaguewide pause. 

Steven Stamkos forced a turnover in front of Montreal goalie Sam 
Montembeault, and Victor Hedman fed Palat for the triumphant marker 
as the Lightning improved to 8-4 in overtime and won their sixth straight 
regular-season game over the Canadiens. 

Brayden Point returned to the lineup for the first time since Nov. 20 and 
scored twice with an assist, and Ross Colton and Corey Perry (one goal, 
one assist) also tallied for Tampa Bay, which has won seven consecutive 
on home ice. 

Hedman and Alex Killorn had two assists. 

In the absence of goalie tandem Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott – 
both in COVID-19 protocol – American Hockey League call-up Maxime 
Lagace made 27 saves for the win. 

Montreal’s Rafael Harvey-Pinard scored and Corey Schueneman earned 
an assist on the goal in their NHL debuts. 

Kale Clague scored his first NHL goal in his 39th game, and Lukas 
Vejdemo and David Savard netted for the first time this season. 

Montembeault started his first game since Nov. 26 and was strong in net 
with 32 saves, including a pair of breakaways on Killorn. 

Brendan Gallagher returned for his first match since Nov. 29 and played 
on the top line. 

Without nine players due to protocol for the virus, the Canadiens failed in 
their bid to record consecutive wins for the first time this year. 

In just his eighth career game and first this season, Vejdemo tapped his 
second career goal into an open net at 10:46. 

Point answered twice in a span of 2:32 for the home side’s first lead. 

The Quebec-born Harvey-Pinard tied the match 2:05 into the second 
when he angled in his first-ever goal from the low slot off a dish from 
Sami Niku. 

Colton one-timed his third goal of the year at 8:11. 

In the final period, Clague blasted his first goal from the left circle at 6:11 
for the game’s third tie, and Savard intercepted a pass and popped in a 
forehand shot at 13:09. 

Perry knotted it again with just 20 seconds left and Lagace pulled for the 
extra skater. 
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NHL rescheduling nine games involving Canadian teams 

 

Staff Report 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 

UPDATED 8 HOURS AGO 

 

The National Hockey League says it will be rescheduling nine coming 
games involving Canadian teams owing to COVID-19 attendance 
restrictions in certain Canadian cities. 

The league says four home games featuring the Montreal Canadiens – 
Jan. 4 vs. Washington, Jan. 6 vs. Toronto, Jan. 8 vs. Buffalo and Jan. 10 
vs. Columbus – will be moved to yet-to-be-determined dates later this 
season when restrictions may be eased or lifted. 

As well, the Bruins-Canadiens game slated for Jan. 12, at Montreal’s Bell 
Centre is being moved to Boston. The league says a make-up home date 
in Montreal will be announced at a later date. 

Two Winnipeg Jets’ home games – Jan. 8 vs. Seattle and Jan. 10 vs. 
Minnesota – will also be rescheduled, as will the New Year’s Eve games 
featuring the Pittsburgh Penguins at the Ottawa Senators and the Jets at 
the Calgary Flames. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs’ Jan. 3 home game, vs. Carolina will also 
require a make-up date. 

The Edmonton Oilers and Vancouver Canucks were left out of the 
league’s rescheduling announcement. 

Also Tuesday, the NHL announced it had postponed Wednesday’s 
Detroit Red Wings-New York Islanders game on Long Island because of 
COVID-related issues affecting both clubs. 
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Stricter Canadian pandemic rules complicate NHL push through 
pandemic 

 

STEPHEN WHYNO 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 

UPDATED 8 HOURS AGO 

 

Sixteen months after choosing Canada as the safest place to complete 
its season, the NHL now faces a series of hurdles north of the border that 
complicate its bid to power through the pandemic all over again. 

The league postponed nine more games Tuesday – all of them in 
Canada – and cited attendance restrictions in Montreal, Winnipeg, 

Toronto, Ottawa and Calgary. It also moved a Jan. 12 game in Montreal 
between the Bruins and Canadiens to Boston. 

With 80 games now postponed this season, the NHL hopes to shift the 
games in Canada to later in the season “when such restrictions may be 
eased or lifted.” More than other leagues, the NHL heavily relies on ticket 
sales revenue. 

Attendance limits are only one piece of the NHL’s Canada problem. 

The NFL and NBA can swiftly move to adopt shorter isolation periods for 
those who test positive for the coronavirus in accordance with new 
guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
the two leagues also can consider not testing asymptomatic, vaccinated 
players. 

The NHL with seven teams north of the border must balance stricter 
COVID-19 regulations set by Canadian federal and provincial authorities. 

“We have always had the issue of differing rules in different jurisdictions, 
so it’s not a new challenge,” deputy commissioner Bill Daly said in an e-
mail to The Associated Press on Tuesday, hours before play resumed 
after an extended holiday break. “[We are] navigating choppy waters the 
best we can.” 

The CDC recommendation to trim quarantine time from 10 to five days 
prompted an NHL review of its virus protocols. But there is little evidence 
Canada is ready to move like the United States toward looser rules as 
provinces clamp down on crowd sizes and impose additional restrictions. 

“It’s not in the mind of the state or the population and especially not in the 
mind of the health field workers,” said University of Ottawa professor 
Gilles LeVasseur, who specializes in U.S.-Canada relations. “Right now 
it’s more, ‘Let’s protect, let’s secure and let’s close in and let’s do another 
confinement.’ … There is not that mentality of saying that it’s part of us, 
it’s part of who we are and let’s live with it.” 

That path in the U.S., even among other sports leagues, is causing some 
frustration among hockey players who would like to see the NHL relax 
some protocols, most notably reducing mandated absences from 10 days 
for those with COVID-19 symptoms. 

“It seems like it’s always Canada that’s the reason that a lot of things 
don’t happen, so I don’t know if we’re going to be able to do that,” Tampa 
Bay Lightning forward and NHL Players Association representative Alex 
Killorn said. “But it seems reasonable that we would do that and 
implement it as soon as possible.” 

Teammate Steven Stamkos said it was a fine line, while acknowledging 
discussion about testing less is happening around NHL locker rooms. 
Veteran executive Lou Lamoriello said the league and union are doing 
the best they can without being able to control Canadian federal and 
provincial rules. 

“Unless we weren’t playing in Canada and we didn’t have teams in 
Canada, you could consider [not testing asymptomatic vaccinated 
players], and certainly it would be [considered],” the New York Islanders 
general manager said over the weekend. “But with the guidelines and 
rules of Canada, it’s impossible to have happen. We wouldn’t be able to 
have games without the testing that is required to play in Canada.” 

The American Hockey League, which has 26 teams in the U.S. and five 
in Canada, is wrestling with the same issues. The AHL has so far 
postponed 61 games and is trying to play as many as possible without 
widespread disruption. 

AHL president and CEO Scott Howson said shuffling the schedule for 
teams in Quebec and Manitoba is not feasible in the middle of the 
season, despite the possibility of games in empty arenas. 

“We wouldn’t consider a situation where we’d start putting those teams 
on the road and adjust the schedule,” Howson told The AP by phone 
Tuesday. “They’re going to play their schedule, and if they have to play a 
few games with 0-per-cent [capacity] then that’s what they’re going to 
do.” 
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Having teams in Canada comes with the acknowledgement that it’s more 
difficult for them to avoid lengthy absences. 

“You’re always subject to what the Canadian government’s going to do, 
and you respect that and our Canadian teams know that,” Howson said. 

One option is having different testing and isolation requirements for the 
U.S. and Canada. 

“There’s arguments on both sides,” Howson said. “You want the level 
playing field, but for us, the 26 teams that could have a less restrictive 
system, why should they be punished?” 

The NHL is testing players, coaches and staff daily through Jan. 7 as part 
of enhanced virus protocols, which include a return to mask-wearing and 
restrictions for road teams. Taxi squads are back until the all-star break 
to try to keep the season going. 

As for Canada following the U.S. strategy of living with the virus, 
LeVasseur does not expect that shift for at least two more weeks while 
health officials monitor case and hospitalization numbers. 

“If nothing turns out to be a catastrophe in the hospitals, then you’ll have 
that second mentality,” he said. “But until we get to Jan. 15, nothing is 
going to be opening to that mentality. It’ll be more closed in, secure, 
confinement and restrictions. That is the pattern that we’re going to see.” 
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In the Habs' Room: Disallowed Gallagher goal frustrates coach 
Ducharme 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Dec 28, 2021  

 

Brendan Gallagher’s reputation precedes him, and that’s not always a 
good thing. 

Gallagher is ultracompetitive, a feisty undersized forward who scores 
most of his goals by battling in the hard areas. 

That was the case Tuesday night when Gallagher appeared to score a 
goal against the Tampa Bay Lightning, only to have the effort disallowed 
twice — once on the ice by referee Dan O’Rourke and a second time by 
the war room in Toronto after head coach Dominique Ducharme 
challenged the ruling of goaltender interference. 

Martin Biron, a former goaltender who now works as an analyst for TSN, 
felt that the contact between Gallagher and Tampa Bay goaltender 
Maxime Lagace was the result of a push by Boris Katchouk and 
suggested the goal was disallowed because it was Gallagher. 

It’s a sentiment shared by Ducharme. 

“It’s frustrating,” Ducharme said. “(Gallagher) makes a play, creates a 
turnover, gets a chance at the net, gets pushed from behind. I think the 
contact with the goalie, with his stick and his body, was because he was 
pushed from behind and if it’s not No. 11 on his back, it’s a goal. 

“Obviously, he’s been in the league a long time and he’s going to the net 
every night and I think he has that reputation that he’s going to be taking 
an extra whack,” Ducharme added. “I think he’s a fair player. We 
challenged it because from what I saw, and our video guys, we all agreed 
that it should have been a goal.” 

Tampa Bay needed a goal by Corey Perry at 19:40 of the third period 
and an overtime goal by Ondrej Palat to salvage a 5-4 win, but the result 

might have been different if Gallagher’s goal stood up. The failed 
challenge gave Tampa Bay a power play and, while the Lightning didn’t 
score with the man advantage, they added a goal moments after it 
ended. 

Ducharme was disappointed with the loss, but pleased with the effort 
from a lineup that included only six players with more than 100 games in 
the NHL. 

“The difference between victory and defeat is not great in this league,” 
Ducharme said. “It’s the little things that make the difference, that make 
you successful. These things, you control them. I think we did them 
tonight, but we have to duplicate them every night. In an 82-game 
season, you’re going to have a night off where not much is going and it’s 
going to be harder, but I liked the way we played tonight.” 

There were some strong performances from some of the youngsters. 
Rafael Harvey-Pinard scored a goal with an assist from Corey 
Schueneman in the NHL debut from both players. 

Defenceman Kale Clague also scored his first NHL goal, and rookie 
Lukas Vejdemo scored. 

Goaltender Samuel Montembeault had his best moments when he 
stopped eight shots during a four-minute power play late in the second 
period after Michael Pezzetta went off for high-sticking, but gave up five 
goals on 37 shots, which is not good. 

Next up for the Canadiens is a game against the Carolina Hurricanes 
Thursday. 

This was the opener in a three-game post-Christmas road trip and it may 
be a while before the Canadiens play another game at the Bell Centre. 

The Canadiens expected to return home in the new year and play a 
string of five games with 50-per-cent capacity at the Bell Centre. But on 
Tuesday the NHL announced the postponement of nine games, including 
four games in Montreal — Jan. 4 vs. Washington; Jan. 6 vs. Toronto; 
Jan. 8 vs. Buffalo and Jan. 10 vs. Columbus. The league also announced 
the scheduled Jan. 12 home game against Boston will be played at TD 
Garden. 

Quebec reported a record for new COVID-19 infections in a single day on 
Tuesday, with 12,833 cases. 
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Hard-luck Canadiens just can't catch a break in 5-4 OT loss to Lightning 

 

Pat Hickey  •  Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Dec 28, 2021 

 

The Canadiens received some offensive production from unexpected 
sources as they played the two-time Stanley Cup defending champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning to a standstill Tuesday night before Ondrej Palat 
scored 36 seconds into overtime to give the Lightning a 5-4 victory at 
Amalie Arena. 

A couple of guys who were on opposite sides in the Cup final earlier this 
year provided the drama in the third period. 

Corey Perry, who was with the Canadiens, tied the game with 20 
seconds to play in regulation. David Savard, who was part of the winning 
Tampa Bay side, scored his first goal as a Canadien at 13:09 of the third 
period to give Montreal the lead at 4-3. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 29, 2021 

 

With nine Canadiens sidelined because of the NHL’s COVID protocol, 
there are opportunities for some younger players to step up. 

Recent call-ups Lukas Vejdemo and Rafael Harvey-Pinard scored the 
first two goals for the Canadiens, while defenceman Kale Clague notched 
his first NHL marker in the third period to tie the game 3-3. 

Vejdemo opened the scoring and it was seventh-round draft choice 
Michael Pezzetta who drove the play. He took the puck to the net and 
challenged Maxime Lagace. The Lightning goaltender made the save, 
but Pezzetta chased the rebound behind the net and set up Vejdemo in 
front. 

Another seventh-round draft pick, Harvey-Pinard, had a memorable NHL 
debut as he scored Montreal’s second goal. One of the assists went to 
undrafted defenceman Corey Schueneman, who was also playing his 
first NHL game. 

Tampa Bay took advantage of an unsuccessful coach’s challenge to 
snap a 2-2 tie. 

The Canadiens thought they had taken the lead when Lagace stopped 
Brendan Gallagher, but the rebound went in off Gallagher’s legs. Referee 
Dan O’Rourke waved off the goal, but Dominique Ducharme challenged 
the ruling. 

While the replay showed that Gallagher was pushed into the crease by 
Tampa’s Boris Katchouk, the ruling on the ice was upheld and the 
Canadiens were assessed a two-minute penalty. The Canadiens 
managed to kill the penalty, but two seconds after Gallagher stepped 
back on the ice, Ross Colton scored to put the Lightning ahead. 

While both teams are dealing with COVID absences, the Lightning 
welcomed back Brayden Point after he missed 14 games with an upper-
body injury and he led Tampa Bay’s offence with a pair of goals. 

Point took advantage of a couple of miscues by veteran defenceman 
Brett Kulak to give the Lightning a 2-1 lead in the first period. 

On Point’s first goal, Kulak pinched in and was unable to recover when 
the puck was turned over and the Lightning had an odd-man rush. Point 
carried the puck into the zone and showed great patience as he waited 
for defenceman Clague to slide past him before he lifted a shot over 
Samuel Montembeault. 

The go-ahead goal came after Kulak failed to clear the puck on the side 
boards and Alex Killorn set up Point in front. 

The Canadiens are currently missing nine players who are on the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol list: goalie Jake Allen, defencemen Ben Chiarot, Jeff 
Petry, Joel Edmundson and Chris Wideman, along with forwards Laurent 
Dauphin, Mike Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli. Goalie coach 
Éric Raymond is also on the list. 
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Liveblog replay: Habs resume season with 5-4 OT loss to Bolts 

 

Erik Leijon  •  Special to Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Dec 28, 2021  

 

After a longer than planned Christmas break, the Montreal Canadiens 
return to the ice against the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena on 
Tuesday. Puck drops at 7 p.m. (TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM) . 

The last time the Habs played was Dec. 16 against the Philadelphia 
Flyers. They had four games postponed heading into the holiday break. 
It’s the second game between last season’s Stanley Cup finalists. The 
defending champs remain the toast of the league with a 20-6-4 record, 
while the Habs are second-last at 7-21-3. 

Many regulars will be out due to COVID protocol , including Laurent 
Dauphin, Mike Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen, Ben Chiarot, Joel Edmundson, 
Jeff Petry, Chris Wideman and goaltender Jake Allen. That’s on top of 
Tyler Toffoli, Josh Anderson and Mathieu Perreault being out with injury. 
Expect two new faces in the lineup as a result: Rafael Harvey-Pinard and 
Corey Schueneman. 

Sam Montembeault gets the call in goal. 

The Lightning have COVID protocol absences of their own. Maxime 
Lagace starts in nets with Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott out. 
Anthony Cirelli, Mikhail Sergachev, Andrej Sustr and Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare are also on the protocol list. 
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Stu Cowan: Carey Price's return to the Canadiens remains uncertain 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Dec 28, 2021 

 

We now know for certain that NHL players won’t be taking part in the 
Beijing Olympics in February because of COVID-19 concerns. 

The big question for Canadiens fans remains when will Carey Price play 
again? 

Price has yet to play a game this season after having surgery in July to 
repair a torn meniscus in his knee. After the surgery, the Canadiens said 
they expected Price to be ready to start the regular season, but that was 
before he entered the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program in early 
October for substance-use issues. 

Five months after having his knee surgery, Price has yet to even practise 
with his teammates. 

“He’s continuing his treatments,” Canadiens head coach Dominique 
Ducharme said Monday when asked about Price’s status. “He should 
meet — or rather he was supposed to meet his doctor when we were 
scheduled to travel to New York (last week). Obviously, that situation 
changed. It’s possible he may not have made the trip anyway due to the 
(COVID-19) outbreaks within the team and also across the league. 

“But that was the plan originally, so he’ll meet with his doctors virtually,” 
Ducharme added. “And following that, we’ll continue to evaluate the 
situation and continue his treatments to help him return. We said it would 
be difficult to give a precise date for his return, that there would be steps 
to follow and each step would be difficult to estimate in regards to how 
much time it would take. He’s been progressing through the steps, but he 
certainly still has work to do. So we’ll see. We also need to hear the 
doctor’s advice and work with the therapists and so on, so in that sense 
he’s been following his plan.” 

Price hasn’t spoken with the media this season, but you have to think the 
34-year-old would have loved to play at the Olympics one more time after 
helping Team Canada win a gold medal at the 2014 Games in Sochi, 
posting a 5-0 record with a 0.59 goals-against average and a .971 save 
percentage. The NHL did not take part in the 2018 Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. 
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Team Canada was definitely interested in having Price back if he was 
healthy in time for the Beijing Games. 

“I personally had one conversation with him and it was more just, ‘Take 
your time. We’re not going anywhere,'” Team Canada GM Doug 
Armstrong told The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun last week after it was 
decided NHL players wouldn’t go to the Olympics. 

“‘What you’ve accomplished in your career and what you’ve 
accomplished in the playoffs indicate that you’re the alpha male for 
Hockey Canada goaltending,'” Armstrong added about his conversation 
with Price. “‘And we’ll give you as much time as needed. We support you 
in any way on and off the ice.’ And left it at that.” 

Price was one of six goalies Team Canada named to its Olympic long list 
in October, along with Marc-André Fleury, Darcy Kuemper, Jordan 
Binnington, Carter Hart and MacKenzie Blackwood. 

As LeBrun wrote, it was clear Team Canada was going to “bend over 
backwards” to make room for Price on the Olympic roster if he felt he 
was ready to play. 

You have to think Price was really going to push himself in the New Year, 
hoping to play some games with the Canadiens to prove he could be 
ready for the Olympics. 

Now that the NHL has pulled out of the Olympics and the Canadiens are 
already out of the playoff race, there’s no reason for Price to push himself 
hard. He should take as much time as needed to make sure he’s 
physically and mentally ready before he returns to the Canadiens. 

“The Olympics was one thing,” Ducharme said about Price. “But to wish 
to play in the Olympics or to be able to is another thing. I think Carey 
cares also as much for the Olympics as he does for our team. It’s a 
matter for him to get back in good shape and be ready to play.” 

The Canadiens’ goaltending situation took another blow Monday when 
Jake Allen was placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list with Sam 
Montembeault getting his first start since Nov. 16 Tuesday night in 
Tampa. 

Price has four more seasons left on his eight-year, US$84-million 
contract with an annual salary-cap hit of $10.5 million and it certainly 
looks like the Canadiens are headed for a rebuild under Jeff Gorton, the 
new executive vice-president of hockey operations. 

It seems unlikely at this stage of his career that Price — who has a full 
no-movement clause in his contract — would want to stick around for a 
rebuild. However, his contract won’t be easy to trade (the Canadiens 
would probably have to eat about half of it) and Price will also have to 
prove he’s still capable of playing at the level he did during the playoffs 
last season. 

At this point, that’s the only reason that makes sense for Price to push to 
return to the Canadiens as soon as possible. 

 

Montreal Gazette LOADED: 12.29.2021 

1196487 Montreal Canadiens 

 

Four Canadiens home games in January at Bell Centre postponed by 
NHL 

 

Stu Cowan  •  Montreal Gazette 

Publishing date:Dec 28, 2021 

 

The NHL announced Tuesday afternoon that due to current attendance 
restrictions in Canada, nine games have been postponed, including four 
Canadiens games at the Bell Centre. 

The Canadiens games at the Bell Centre against the Washington 
Capitals on Jan. 4, the Toronto Maple Leafs on Jan. 6, the Buffalo 
Sabres on Jan. 8 and the Columbus Blue Jackets on Jan. 10 have all 
been postponed. Make-up dates for those games have yet to be 
determined. 

In addition, the game between the Canadiens and Bruins that had been 
scheduled for Jan. 12 at the Bell Centre will now be played on the same 
date at TD Garden in Boston. A makeup date for that Canadiens home 
game against the Bruins will be announced at a later date. 

The Canadiens’ last home game was on Dec. 16 when they beat the 
Philadelphia Flyers 3-2 in a shootout. There were no fans allowed at the 
Bell Centre for that game because of COVID-19 concerns and a 
scheduled game at the Bell Centre against the Bruins on Dec. 18 was 
postponed. 

“Playing tonight’s game in a closed setting is obviously disappointing for 
our fans,” France Margaret Bélanger, the president of sports and 
entertainment for Groupe CH, said in a statement the night of the game 
against the Flyers. “We moved forward with this measure following a 
request from Public Health received late this afternoon, something we 
accepted in order to help ensure the safety and security of our fans and 
our communities.” 

Bélanger added at the time that the Canadiens had obtained assurances 
from the government they would be able to have 50-per-cent capacity in 
January. 

The Canadiens have three road games scheduled this week against the 
Lightning in Tampa on Tuesday, the Hurricanes in Carolina on Thursday 
and the Panthers in Florida on Saturday. 

Other games in Canada postponed by the NHL on Tuesday were 
Pittsburgh at Ottawa and Winnipeg at Calgary on Dec. 31; Carolina at 
Toronto on Jan. 3; Seattle at Winnipeg on Jan. 8; and Minnesota at 
Winnipeg on Jan. 10. 

The Canadiens played all of last season with no fans at the Bell Centre 
because of COVID-19. They were allowed 2,500 fans for Game 6 of their 
first-round playoff series against the Toronto Maple Leafs and that 
number was later bumped up to 3,500 for the Stanley Cup final against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, who won the series in five games. 

This season, the Canadiens had been allowed full capacity at the Bell 
Centre up until the game against the Flyers on Dec. 16. 

Quebec set a record for new infections in a single day on Tuesday with 
12,833 reported cases. 

The Canadiens are currently missing nine players who are on the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol list: goalie Jake Allen, defencemen Ben Chiarot, Jeff 
Petry, Joel Edmundson and Chris Wideman, along with forwards Laurent 
Dauphin, Mike Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli. Goalie coach 
Éric Raymond is also on the protocol list. 
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Game Day Notebook: Two players set to make NHL debuts with 
Canadiens 
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Forward Rafael Harvey-Pinard and defenceman Corey Schueneman will 
both make their NHL debuts Tuesday in Tampa when the Canadiens 
play the Lightning at Amalie Arena (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 
98.5 FM). 

The Canadiens are missing nine players who are on the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol list: goalie Jake Allen, defencemen Ben Chiarot, Jeff Petry, 
Joel Edmundson and Chris Wideman, along with forwards Laurent 
Dauphin, Mike Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli. 

The Lightning have six players on the protocol list: goalies Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott, along with Anthony Cirelli, Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare, Mikhail Sergachev and Andrej Sustr. Lightning head coach 
Jon Cooper and assistant coach Rob Zettler are also on the list. 

Samuel Montembeault will start in goal for the Canadiens. Montembeault 
hasn’t played since Nov. 26, when he allowed four goals on 39 shots in a 
4-1 loss to the Sabres in Buffalo. He has a 1-4-0 record with a 3.65 
goals-against average and a .897 save percentage. 

Maxime Lagace will be in goal for the Lightning after getting called up 
from the AHL’s Syracuse Crunch, where he had a 3-3-0 record with a 
3.86 goals-against average and a .861 save percentage. 

Canadiens head coach Dominique Ducharme said Cayden Primeau will 
start in goal Thursday night when the Canadiens play the Hurricanes in 
Carolina. Primeau was called up from the AHL’s Laval Rocket on 
Monday after Allen was placed on the protocol list. 

Harvey-Pinard, who is from Jonquière, was selected by the Canadiens in 
the seventh round (201st overall) of the 2019 NHL Draft. In 24 games 
this season with the Rocket, the 22-year-old had 5-9-14 totals. 

“When I was young, I wasn’t missing a (Canadiens) game … I was 
watching it with my dad,” Harvey-Pinard said after Tuesday’s morning 
skate. “So for me my dream was to wear the Montreal Canadiens 
(sweater) for my first NHL game and I’m happy to play my first one 
tonight with them. 

“I think it’s a process,” the 5-foot-9, 173-pounder added about his journey 
to the NHL. “Last year in Laval I went step-by-step. I had a lot of ice time 
with (former Rocket head coach) Joël Bouchard. Same thing at the start 
of this season (with Jean-François Houle as head coach) … I had a good 
(training) camp in Montreal, too. I took my confidence step-by-step and 
right now with my confidence I think I’m ready to play my first one 
tonight.” 

Harvey-Pinard will be one of three seventh-round picks on the 
Canadiens’ roster for Tuesday night’s game, along with Jake Evans (the 
207th overall pick in 2014) and Primeau (selected 199th overall in 2017). 

The 26-year-old Schueneman, a Michigan native who played four 
seasons at Western Michigan University, was never selected at the NHL 
Draft. 

In his second season with the Rocket, the 6-foot, 200-pounder has 2-5-7 
totals in 19 games. 

“This is it … this is what every kids looks for and hopes for, to make their 
NHL debut at some point,” Schueneman said. “Whether it’s COVID 
situation or not, I got the call and I’ll be ready and I’m going to do the best 
I can and prove that hopefully I can play some more games and 
eventually become a staple in the lineup. Hopefully this is the first of 
many. No matter the situation, this is it. Big game, it’s important, it’s 
exciting.” 

When asked to describe his style of play, Schueneman said: “Try to be 
just a good puck-moving defenceman. Use my skating, use my feet as 
much I can … get me in and out of situations. Good gaps, shut down in 
the neutral zone anything coming our way … shut it down early and give 
the pucks to the forwards and go play in the offensive zone.” 

Schueneman added that he never doubted that he would eventually play 
in the NHL. 

“The minute you start letting yourself think that (you won’t) you’re kind of 
shutting yourself down,” he said. “It can be a grind at times, it’s tough, it’s 
frustrating at times. But you just put your head down and you keep 
working. 

“I was hoping for this day and I knew it would come eventually,” 
Schueneman added. “So I just kept working and here it is.” 

A long break 

This will be the Canadiens’ first game since Dec. 16 when they beat the 
Philadelphia Flyers 3-2 in a shootout at the Bell Centre. The Canadiens’ 
last four scheduled games were all postponed because of COVID-19 
concerns. 

Against the Lightning Tuesday night, the Canadiens will be looking to win 
two games in a row for the first time this season. 

“It’s definitely hard on the timing and the skating and all that part when 
you have 11 days off the ice,” Jonathan Drouin said. “But everyone’s 
going through it right now in the league, we’re not the only team. I 
thought we had a good practice yesterday and good morning skate this 
morning and you’re right back at it. Nothing really changes for us. 
Obviously, we have a lot of players missing with injuries and COVID, but 
we’re playing a very good team tonight that is missing players as well. It’s 
going to be up to us to bring a big game like we did last time (against the 
Lightning) at home. I thought we played them tight and we’re going to 
have to play the same way against a team that has skill like that.” 

The Canadiens lost 3-2 to the Lightning in their first meeting this season 
on Dec. 7 at the Bell Centre. The Canadiens were leading 2-1 with less 
than three minutes remaining in that game. 

Drouin will be on a line with Nick Suzuki and Brendan Gallagher Tuesday 
night. For Gallagher, it will be his first game since being placed on the 
COVID-19 protocol list on Dec. 2. 

“It’s always nice to have Gally back on our team,” Drouin said. “He brings 
a lot of energy as well. Me and Suzy know he’s going to be at the net, so 
we’ll try to play together and bring pucks to his area around the net. He’s 
very good at finishing those rebounds, those little plays in tight. We’re 
excited to play tonight. It should be a big game for us.” 

Byron close to returning 

Paul Byron practised with his teammates Monday for the first time since 
having hip surgery during the off-season and also took part in Tuesday’s 
morning skate. 

Ducharme said Byron is in good shape, has fully recovered from his 
surgery and is very close to returning to the lineup. The coach added 
Byron just needs a few more practices before he’s ready to play in a 
game. 

“It’s so nice to see Paulie back,” Drouin said. “No one really speaks about 
him, but he brings so much to our team when he’s on the ice. He brings 
that energy, that skating, that feistiness. Paulie was a big player for us in 
the playoffs last year. If you look at that run, he scored some big goals in 
some key times. It’s just nice to see Paulie around us to skate with us 
and practice, so he’s close to a return. We’re very excited for him to 
return. He’s a huge player for us.” 

Smith-Pelley signs with Rocket 

The Rocket announced Tuesday that they have signed Devante Smith-
Pelly to a professional tryout contract. 

The 29-year-old forward played two seasons with the Canadiens in 2014-
15 and 2015-16 before being traded to the New Jersey Devils in 
exchange for Stefan Matteau on Feb. 29, 2016. 

Smith-Pelly was with the Washington Capitals when they won the 
Stanley Cup in 2018, but hasn’t played in the NHL since the 2018-19 
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season. He played for the KHL’s Kunlun Red Star in 2019-20 and last 
season was with the AHL’s Ontario Reign, where he had no goals and 
one assist in 14 games. 

The Canadiens announced Tuesday that defenceman Louie Belpedio 
has been called up from the Rocket to join the taxi squad and he joined 
the team in Tampa. 

In 24 games this season with the Rocket, Belpedio has 4-4-8 totals. 
Minnesota selected the 5-foot-11, 191-pound defenceman in the third 
round (80th overall) of the 2014 NHL Draft, but he only played four 
games with the Wild, posting 0-2-2 totals. The 25-year-old signed with 
the Canadiens during the off-season as a free agent. 

The lines 

Here’s how the forward lines and defence pairings looked at Tuesday’s 
morning skate: 

Drouin – Suzuki – Gallagher 

Harvey-Pinard – Poehling – Caufield 

Belzile – Evans – Ylönen 

Pezzetta – Paquette – Vejdemo 

Baddock – Byron – Hillis 

Romanov – Savard 

Kulak – Clague 

Niku – Schueneman 

What’s next? 

The Canadiens will fly to Carolina after Tuesday’s game and play the 
Hurricanes on Thursday (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 
The Canadiens will wrap up their three-game road trip when they play the 
Panthers in Florida on Saturday (1 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 
98.5 FM). 
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Canadiens at Lightning: Five things you should know 
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Here are five things you should know about Tuesday’s game between 
the Canadiens (7-21-3) and the Lightning (20-6-4) at Amalie Arena in 
Tampa (7 p.m., TSN2, RDS, TSN 690 Radio, 98.5 FM). 

Stanley Cup rematch: This will be the second game this season between 
the Stanley Cup finalists from last season after the Lightning beat the 
Canadiens 3-2 on Dec. 7 at the Bell Centre. Former Canadien Corey 
Perry scored in that game and has 6-6-12 totals in 30 games this season 
with Tampa. The Lightning have the best record in the NHL, while the 
Canadiens rank 31st in the overall standings, three points ahead of the 
last-place Arizona Coyotes (6-21-2), who hold two games in hand. The 
Canadiens, who beat the Philadelphia Flyers 3-2 in a shootout in their 
last game on Dec. 16, will be looking to win two games in a row for the 
first time this season. 

Stamkos leads Lightning: Captain Steven Stamkos leads the Lightning in 
scoring with 14-21-35 totals and ranks sixth in the NHL scoring race. The 
Lightning’s Victor Hedman ranks first among NHL defencemen in scoring 

with 7-24-31 totals. Montreal native Alex Killorn ranks third on the 
Lightning in scoring with 9-16-25 totals. Nick Suzuki leads the Canadiens 
with 6-12-18 totals, which has him tied for 123rd in NHL scoring. Chris 
Wideman leads Canadiens defencemen with 2-7-9 totals, which has him 
tied for 83rd among NHL defencemen. 

Back on Point: Lightning forward Brayden Point will return to the lineup 
against the Canadiens after missing 14 games with an upper-body injury. 
“Getting close, feeling pretty good,” Point said Monday. “I’m still a little 
rusty, obviously, but I think everyone is coming off that Christmas break. 
I’m excited to be taking full reps in practice and I’m really looking forward 
to getting back playing.” Point had 7-6-13 totals in 16 games before being 
injured. The Lightning had an 11-2-1 record without him. “When the team 
is winning it makes it easier,” Point said. The Lightning are still missing 
forward Nikita Kucherov, who had surgery on Oct. 26 for a lower-body 
injury. 

Goalie problems: Goalie Jake Allen was one of five players the 
Canadiens placed on the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol list Monday, along 
with defencemen Ben Chiarot, Joel Edmundson, Jeff Petry and Chris 
Wideman. Those five players join forwards Laurent Dauphin, Mike 
Hoffman, Artturi Lehkonen and Tyler Toffoli, who were already on the list. 
The Canadiens called up goalie Cayden Primeau from the AHL’s Laval 
Rocket to take Allen’s spot on the roster and also called up goalie 
Michael McNiven, who was placed on the taxi squad. Samuel 
Montembeault will start in goal against the Lightning. Both Lightning 
goalies — Andrei Vasilevskiy and Brian Elliott — are on the COVID-19 
protocol list, along with forwards Anthony Cirelli and Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare, and defencemen Mikhail Sergachev and Andrej Sustr. 
Maxime Lagace, who has been playing for the AHL’s Syracuse Crunch, 
will start in goal against the Canadiens. Lagace has a 3-3-0 record with a 
3.86 goals-against average and a .861 save percentage in the AHL. 

Missing coaches: Lightning head coach Jon Cooper and assistant coach 
Rob Zettler are also on the COVID-19 protocol list, as is Canadiens 
goalie coach Éric Raymond. Derek Lalonde, another assistant coach with 
the Lightning, will be in charge behind the Tampa bench. “I don’t think 
anything surprises us in the COVID era,” said Lalonde, who added 
Cooper has been in consistent contact with the coaching staff either by 
phone call or text while in quarantine. 
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The Canadiens demonstrate what hockey can look like when you play 
like you care 

 

By Arpon Basu  

Dec 29, 2021  

  

Ever since Geoff Molson fired Marc Bergevin and Trevor Timmins back 
on Nov. 28, one player I have thought about a lot is Jesse Ylönen. 

Not because of anything Ylönen necessarily did or accomplished, but 
more for what he represented. With Bergevin gone as general manager 
and Timmins gone as the man running the draft, someone like Ylönen 
had a lot to prove to people who had nothing invested in his success. Jeff 
Gorton as executive vice president of hockey operations will not look bad 
if Ylönen does not succeed, if he does not justify the second-round draft 
pick that was used to acquire him. Therefore, Ylönen is not likely to get 
much benefit of the doubt from the new administration. So, he would 
need to prove himself all over again, and he would be judged solely on 
merit, draft position be damned. 
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Ylönen was called up to the Canadiens on Dec. 9, or 11 days after 
Bergevin and Timmins were fired and Gorton was brought in. A few days 
later, the Canadiens were practicing in the suburbs of Pittsburgh with 
Gorton in attendance, and as practice began, he was attentively watching 
from the stands, evaluating what he was seeing. He had some familiarity 
with the players the Canadiens used in the playoffs last season, but 
Ylönen is starting from scratch, so what he does in practice matters, 
because someone important is watching. 

I thought of this again Tuesday night as the Canadiens — there should 
really be quotation marks around that team name with the lineup that was 
used in this game — were clinging to a one-goal lead with the Tampa 
Bay Lightning’s goalie pulled for an extra attacker. And there was Ylönen, 
on the ice with less than two minutes remaining in regulation, protecting 
this most improbable one-goal lead. 

The shift lasted only 16 seconds, and Ylönen played only a little more 
than 10 minutes in this game, which featured only 10 players — and 
that’s being generous — who were expected to be regulars on the 
Canadiens this season, but he was there, protecting that lead, proving 
himself to someone watching in the press box who knows very little about 
him. 

The same could be said to a far greater degree about Rafael Harvey-
Pinard, a seventh-round draft pick who scored in his NHL debut, and 
Corey Schueneman, an undrafted defenceman who got a point in his 
NHL debut, or Michael Pezzetta, a sixth-round pick in 2016 who set up 
the Canadiens’ opening goal and continues to show he can play an NHL 
role as an energy forward. 

All of these are great stories and provide some semblance of joy to a 
game the Canadiens lost when their former playoff hero Corey Perry tied 
it up for the Lightning with 20 seconds left in regulation before a series of 
terrible gaffes from a legitimate NHL trio of Brett Kulak, Jake Evans and 
Jonathan Drouin gave the game away in overtime. 

But what Gorton must evaluate — with so many players in the COVID-19 
protocol or out with injury or, in several cases, both — is to what extent 
he has the makings of a base in Montreal. Not too many of the 
Canadiens’ draft picks are likely to turn into a Brayden Point, a third-
round pick in 2014 who has blossomed into a superstar, but they could 
turn into role players, the guys you dress around your stars to form a very 
good team or even an excellent team. Maybe one day Harvey-Pinard can 
become that. 

But in all likelihood, the one with the better chance of doing that, of being 
that player you need in a bottom-six role who can kill penalties and 
provide secondary scoring and, yes, protect a one-goal lead late in the 
game is Ylönen. 

And even more than Ylönen, the player who has so much to prove to 
Gorton and this new administration because it had nothing to do with 
drafting him is Alexander Romanov, taken three picks after Ylönen in 
2018. Lost in the milestones for Harvey-Pinard and Schueneman was the 
fact that Romanov, at a team-high 26:53 and trailing only Victor 
Hedman’s 28:07 in the game, set a career high for ice time. 

A good chunk of that time — 5:44, to be precise — was spent killing 
penalties and helplessly watching the Lightning bombard Samuel 
Montembeault’s net with shots. But in Romanov’s 17:58 of ice time at 
five-on-five, also a team high, the Lightning managed only three shots on 
Montembeault’s net while the Canadiens landed 11 shots on goal at the 
other end. The advantage in terms of expected goals, according to 
Natural Stat Trick, was 73.5 percent for the Canadiens in that time. 

It is easy to lose focus on a player like Romanov because of how many 
other young players were in the Canadiens lineup, how many of them 
truly belong in the American Hockey League facing one of the elite teams 
in the NHL. Lukas Vejdemo has no business opening the scoring in a 
game like this on a tremendous effort from Pezzetta. Harvey-Pinard has 
no business tying the score with his first career goal after Point scored 
twice to give the Lightning the lead, nor does waiver wire pickup Kale 

Clague tying the score again in the third period with his own career-first 
goal. 

But Romanov only turns 22 on Jan. 6 and was a healthy scratch on Nov. 
2. Remember that? 

Romanov’s most frequent line matchup in this game was the Point line 
with Alex Killorn and Mathieu Joseph. The shots on goal at five-on-five 
with both Point and Romanov on the ice was 5-1 Canadiens. Neither 
team scored a goal in that time. 

Nick Suzuki, also 22, set himself a career high as well with 25:24 of ice 
time. Ryan Poehling and Cole Caufield combined to set up Clague’s tying 
goal in the third period. 

This has long been the narrative for the Canadiens, that what happened 
this season mattered little aside from what it meant to their young 
players. But what has been so concerning about how this season has 
unfolded is not just all the losing, it is the utter lack of competitiveness in 
so many of those losses. This was the Canadiens’ 25th regulation or 
overtime loss of the season, and it was only the seventh of those 25 
losses where they were within a goal, where they were within striking 
distance. 

What the Canadiens should want, what they need, is for their young 
players to play in competitive games, and in spite of all the odds against 
them, with what amounted to largely an AHL lineup, the Canadiens 
showed they can do that. 

What this version of the Canadiens demonstrated that the version from 
earlier this season failed over and over and again to show is that pride 
and effort and caring about the result can sometimes trump talent. 

“We’re aware of that, young guys, older guys,” coach Dominique 
Ducharme said. “The difference in that league is not that big, and little 
things can be making a difference and giving you success. Those things 
that you control, I thought tonight, we did that. We’ve got to duplicate that 
every night. 

“Obviously, in an 82-game season, you’re going to have at times a night 
off where not much is going, it’s harder. But I liked the way we played 
tonight.” 

Duplicating it is important for so many of these players, because they are 
in the midst of an evaluation process. Whether it is a practice in 
Cranberry Township, Pa., or an otherwise meaningless game in Tampa 
that everyone assumes you will lose badly, the Canadiens have 
something to play for. 

On this one night, in the face of overwhelming odds, this group of 
Canadiens players finally played like it. 

They competed, and that is the No. 1 criterion they will be evaluated on. 
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NHL postpones Blue Jackets game Jan. 10 in Montreal, sixth delayed 
during outbreak 

Fan restrictions in Quebec and two other provinces prompts league to 
delay six games for Canadian teams, including Jackets' first of two trips 
to play the Canadiens at Bell Centre. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

The games keep falling off the Blue Jackets' schedule during a COVID-
19 outbreak that is sweeping across the NHL landscape. 
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The league announced Tuesday night that a game scheduled for Jan. 10 
in Montreal was postponed until a yet-to-be-determined date later in the 
season. It's the sixth game the Jackets have had postponed because of 
COVID-19 issues, which prompted this one after the NHL delayed games 
in Canadian provinces where restrictions on attendance have increased 
during a surge of infections. 

The Montreal Canadiens are honoring a Dec. 16 request from Quebec 
Public Health not to host spectators at Bell Centre until the surge 
subsides, which is also the case with the Winnipeg Jets in Manitoba. In 
Ontario Albert Provinces, the Toronto Maple Leafs, Ottawa Senators, 
Calgary Flames and Edmonton Oilers are all reduced to 50% capacity 
attendance restrictions. 

In response, the NHL postponed six games across the three provinces, 
including what was scheduled to be the Jackets' first visit to Montreal 
since before the pandemic. The league previously postponed Blue 
Jackets games against the Chicago Blackhawks, Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Calgary Flames and Buffalo Sabres — who were scheduled to face 
Columbus in a home-and-home set Dec. 20 in Buffalo and Dec. 23 in 
Columbus. 

Differing opinions: Patrik Laine says he's ready to return, but coaches are 
playing it safe 

Tickets for the four postponed games at Nationwide Arena will be good 
for makeup games — whenever the NHL schedules them.The specific 
reasons for each postponement have varied, but stem from the league's 
recent outbreak that also forced a weeklong shutdown of team facilities 
at Nationwide Arena prior to a holiday break. 

The outbreak also put seven Blue Jackets players on the league's 
COVID protocols list, including three who returned to practice Monday 
and four still out: captain Boone Jenner, goalie Joonas Korpisalo, forward 
Eric Robinson and forward Oliver Bjorkstrand. Bjorkstrand, who tested 
positive Monday, is the most recent of the four to be added to the list. 
Jenner, Korpisalo and Robinson could are all nearing the end of their 10-
day isolation periods. 

The Blue Jackets are scheduled to play their first game since Dec. 16 in 
Edmonton when they host the Nashville Predators on Thursday at 
Nationwide Arena. The NHL has not announced makeup dates for the 
Jackets' postponed games, but most are expected to be rescheduled in 
February, when a three-week window was already carved out for the 
Winter Olympics in Beijing. 

Citing a high number of postponed games within the past 10 days, the 
NHL and NHLPA banned players from competing in the Olympics and 
freed up those dates (Feb. 6-22). 

The Blue Jackets' last two postponed games against the Blackhawks and 
Canadiens push back a pair of reunion games against former players 
who held significant roles in Columbus. 

The Blue Jackets traded former star defenseman Seth Jones to the 
Blackhawks in July in a deal that led to defenseman Adam Boqvist 
coming to Columbus. David Savard and Josh Anderson play for the 
Canadiens, who traded Max Domi to Columbus in the Anderson deal. 
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Laine says he's ready, but Blue Jackets playing it safe with star's return 

Two weeks past estimated 4-to-6 week recovery estimate, the Finnish 
forward wants to play Thursday; coach Brad Larsen and the team's 
medical staff want to make sure he's up to speed. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

Patrik Laine feels ready to rejoin the Blue Jackets’ lineup.  

The Finnish forward said he’s felt ready to return from an oblique strain 
for “a week and a half,” but five postponed games during a COVID-19 
outbreak contributed to his delayed return. 

Laine was injured Nov. 3 in Denver and is almost two weeks beyond his 
initial estimated return of 4-to-6 weeks, which includes time spent in 
Finland mourning the death of his father plus the NHL’s shutdown of the 
Blue Jackets’ facilities prior to an extended holiday break.  

He participated in a third straight practice Tuesday, skating with center 
Alexandre Texier and Jakub Voracek, but didn’t work with either of the 
team’s power-play groups. That could be an indicator that Laine is not a 
shoo-in to play Thursday against the Nashville Predators at Nationwide 
Arena, assuming that game isn't postponed. 

“We’ve had a couple breaks here,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. 
“He was away with the family issue there, with the loss of his father, 
which was hard. He missed some time, and he missed some time with 
his injury. He missed some time again with this (COVID-19 shutdown), 
and we’re still managing the injury. We’ve got to be smart with that too. 
You don’t want him to get in and re-injure it or put him in a bad position.”  

Laine told reporters Monday he’s ready to return.  

“It’s just up to the coach when he wants to put me back in,” Laine said. 
“I’ve been feeling really good the last week, week-and-a-half, but I feel 
ready to go.”  

This isn’t the first time Laine has dealt with an oblique strain, one of the 
most unpredictable injuries in sports. It’s not like a broken bone or 
sprained MCL in the knee, which typically heal in predetermined amounts 
of time. Obliques are muscles that run alongside the torso and are critical 
in the pushing motion of skating.  

During the game he was injured, Laine pulled up while forechecking 
behind the Colorado Avalanche net. He left the game and didn’t return, 
knowing what injury he’d sustained. Laine also strained an oblique with 
the Winnipeg Jets last season, prior to the trade that brought him and 
Jack Roslovic to Columbus.  

That one took about three weeks. This one needed more time.  

“I actually had it first game last year, also, so it's not new to me,” Laine 
said. “I think was a little bit worse than last year, but it’s definitely not 
new. I’ve just got to heal quick and get back to action.”  

The Blue Jackets could certainly use him in the lineup, regardless of 
when it happens. 

They went 6-3-0 in nine games with Laine, who won two games with 
overtime goals and added 10 points on three goals and seven assists 
while skating with the top line and top power-play group. They went 5-3-0 
in the first eight games without him but have won just twice in the 10 
games (2-7-1) prior to their string of postponements.  

“It’s obviously a frustrating time to be injured, but injuries … they don’t 
ask any questions,” Laine said. “They just happen sometimes. I’ve just 
got to find a way to get back and play the same way that I did before.” 

Boone Jenner, Eric Robinson and Joonas Korpisalo remain on Blue 
Jackets’ COVID protocols list  

The Blue Jackets didn't add any new names to their COVID-19 protocols 
list after testing Tuesday and Jakub Voracek was able to practice after an 
undisclosed injury kept him off the ice Monday. 

Those were positives on the health front, but the Jackets also practiced 
without three players nearing the end of their 10-day isolation periods. 
Captain Boone Jenner, forward Eric Robinson and goalie Joonas 
Korpisalo were still on the protocols list for a third straight workout, which 
could keep them out for the game scheduled Thursday against Nashville.  

Gaining clearance, which includes cardiac screens, will only be the first 
step toward returning to game condition. None of the three have skated 
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since the Jackets’ loss Dec. 16 in Edmonton, which means Tuesday was 
12th straight day off the ice. That’s a long down period to overcome while 
trying to recondition legs and lungs for game action — assuming all three 
are cleared from protocols by Thursday.  

Oliver Bjorkstrand was placed on the protocols list after testing positive 
Monday and is almost certainly out against Nashville unless he’s 
asymptomatic and passes two COVID-19 tests within a 24-hour span.  

“This isn’t a break and then you get to prepare for 10 more days,” Larsen 
said Tuesday. “They’ve had to postpone games for us to get a few extra 
practice days, which we will definitely take. Day 1 (of practice Sunday) 
was terrifying when I watched them skate, what that looked like for the 
first hour, but Day 2 was much better. And I thought (Tuesday) was 
another good day. It takes time to get up to speed.”  
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NHL, Flames postpone NYE game at Saddledome amid COVID, 
Omicron surge 

 

Kristen Anderson Publishing date: Dec 28, 2021 

 

The National Hockey League has postponed another game for the 
Calgary Flames and another one of their biggest draws of the year. 

Friday’s New Year’s Eve clash against the Winnipeg Jets will be played 
at a later date, with the NHL citing “current attendance restrictions in 
certain Canadian cities.” Eight other games were also postponed for the 
same reason, indicating they will be rescheduled for dates later in the 
season “when such restrictions may be eased or lifted.” 

The decision shouldn’t come as a surprise given the current state of 
COVID around the league. Nor should it be terribly shocking this game 
will be postponed with the climbing case count in Alberta as the Omicron 
variant runs rampant through the community. 

Many ticket-holders at Scotiabank Saddledome were likely wondering the 
status of the clash with the earlier postponement of this past Monday’s 
Battle of Alberta against the Edmonton Oilers. 

But with Alberta’s current restrictions impacting indoor entertainment, 
event and recreation facilities, perhaps it is a smart move by the league 
and Flames. The government has limited entertainment, event and 
recreation facilities to 50 per cent capacity if fire occupancy load is over 
1,000 patrons. That, coupled with no food or beverage consumption in 
seated audience settings or during intermissions, means it’s tough to 
imagine a rockin’ New Year’s Eve game at the ‘Dome, which relies on 
food and beverage sales as part of its revenue. 

Earlier Tuesday, during the Flames’ player media availabilities via Zoom, 
Mikael Backlund could read the writing on the wall about the team’s 
upcoming schedule. 

However, he reminded callers it’s important to go with the flow in 
situations like this. 

“We’re pretty confident we are going to Seattle,” Backlund said of the 
team’s game Thursday across the border at Climate Pledge Arena 
against old friend Mark Giordano and the expansion Kraken squad. “But 
it’s more after that what’s going to happen. All of these new restrictions 
here in Canada with fans, so, we’ll see what happens. We just kind of 
handle it day-by-day … but we’ve been part of this COVID thing for 
almost two years now and you learn to be more flexible and not to get too 
frustrated.” 

Speaking of going with the flow and limiting frustration levels, the Flames 
were back on the ice for the first time this week since a massive COVID-

19 outbreak ripped through their team. In total, 20 players tested positive, 
including Backlund who, luckily, only reported mild symptoms. 

Wednesday will be their last skate before travelling to Seattle for their 
first game since a 4-2 loss to the Boston Bruins on Dec. 11. 

That means the team will have been idle for a total of 18 nights, a layoff 
which might as well be an eternity in hockey-speak, especially during the 
rigorous and rhythmic schedule of a normal season. 

“Conditioning wise, I feel good,” said the Flames’ forward, who reported 
having mild COVID-19 symptoms after testing positive Dec. 16. “We had 
a good setup in our house, so I was able to stay on the conditioning. But I 
haven’t skated for two weeks, so I felt a little rusty and then we were 
back to regular practices. 

“So, it’s more timing and that kind of stuff. It’s been good to (practise) 
have a few days in that regard, not playing games. Ultimately, you get 
into it the best when you do play games. So I’m excited to get here 
playing soon.” 

Andrew Mangiapane was one of the first players to test positive more 
than two weeks ago, but after battling only “mild symptoms,” he said he is 
looking forward to getting back on the ice. 

“It’s tough to sit there for 10 days, not doing much,” Mangiapane said. “It 
was kind of scary for all of the guys, because you didn’t know how their 
bodies were going to react to catching COVID. You were scared for the 
whole team, a little bit. Thankfully, everybody was OK. Now, it’s time to 
move on from it and, say what you want, maybe it brought us closer 
together as a team. Now that we went through this, I think it built 
chemistry a little bit and we can move forward.” 

Moving forward, however, may look different as the team’s upcoming 
schedule is in flux. 

The Flames open 2022 with a four-game road trip to Chicago, Florida, 
Tampa Bay and Carolina. After, they have a four-game home stand 
before a Battle of Alberta in Edmonton on Jan. 22. They host the St. 
Louis Blues on Jan. 24 and head to Columbus and St. Louis on Jan. 26 
and Jan. 27, before ending the month at home against the Vancouver 
Canucks. 

In total, that’s half a dozen home games scheduled for the month of 
January. 

Now, with a blank slate for three weeks in February when the Olympics 
were scheduled, there are rumblings of rescheduling some of those 
postponed games during that period. And, until things calm down in 
Alberta, perhaps it would make the most sense if the team plays most of 
its postponed road games in January if the Flames are already out of the 
country. 

During this recent COVID-19 outbreak, the Flames have seen eight of 
their games postponed — a back-to-back road trip to Chicago and 
Nashville on Dec. 13 and 14, and five home games (Toronto on Dec. 16, 
Columbus on Dec. 18, Anaheim on Dec. 21, Seattle on Dec. 23, 
Edmonton on Dec. 27 and Winnipeg on Dec. 31). 
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Flames Olympic hopefuls react to NHL, NHLPA decision to pull out of 
Beijing 

 

Kristen Anderson Publishing date:Dec 28, 2021  

 

There was disappointment all around the Calgary Flames dressing room 
when the National Hockey League and National Hockey League Players’ 
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Association made the joint decision to pull the plug on their participation 
in the 2022 Beijing Olympics. 

It’s something Matthew Tkachuk has been wanting since he was eight 
years old in Torino watching his dad Keith play for the American squad. 

It’s something Jacob Markstrom has pictured himself doing since he was 
a youngster, growing up in Gavle and watching Team Sweden. 

And for Andrew Mangiapane, who has quieted naysayers his entire life 
about his hockey dreams, he didn’t even realize it was a possibility until 
he made Canada’s long list for the team earlier this season. 

“It’s tough,” said Mangiapane, who represented the Maple Leaf at this 
past summer’s world championships and translated that momentum into 
17 goals and three assists in 28 games for the Flames this season. “It is 
tough for all of Canada and every person that was wanting to go to the 
Olympics. It’s tough from that aspect of it but I understand, given what’s 
going on in today’s world. It what it is. It’s tough. I didn’t know if I was 
going to make it or what-not, but just to have the opportunity was nice. 

“It would have been cool to see Team Canada go out there and play.” 

While Mangiapane was low-key in his response to the decision, Boston 
Bruins star Brad Marchand was not on Tuesday, taking to Twitter to voice 
his opinion about the situation and citing a juxtaposition between the NHL 
and NHLPA changing rules of the Collective Bargaining Agreement to 
allow a taxi squad during the most recent outbreak of Omicron, but not 
being able to permit a taxi squad for teams during the Olympics. 

“Please tell me that’s not b******t,” he said in a post. “And for all of you 
who want to pipe back about forfeiting pay while being gone … yah not a 
problem .. let the players make their choice.” 

The concern, according to a release from the NHL on Dec. 22, was the 
reported three-to-five-week quarantine in China following a positive 
COVID-19 test. And with Omicron’s current rate of rapid transmission, 
there’s no telling how many players would receive unwanted results. 

Markstrom, who would have likely been Sweden’s starting netminder in 
Beijing, said he understood why the decision was made but it didn’t 
change the let-down. 

“But it sucks,” he said. “Me, personally, and, I think, a lot of other players 
have been looking forward to representing their country on the biggest 
stage in the Olympics. It doesn’t happen every year. Four years ago, it 
was in South Korea and the NHL players didn’t go and it’s been a lot of 
talk and a lot of build-up and the closer you get, the more excited you’ve 
been. But obviously with everything happening, I kind of knew pretty 
quick that this would be the case. 

“It’s disappointing for sure, but there’s always next one. It’s only around 
the corner.” 

In September, the NHL confirmed its participation in the 2022 and 2026 
Olympics. But there’s no guarantee that will happen, of course. And 
there’s no telling if Markstrom, who’ll be 36 in 2026, will be Sweden’s top 
netminder at that time. 

They can only hope that they’ll get their turn eventually. 

Tkachuk was hoping to represent his country, along with his younger 
brother, Brady, the captain of the Ottawa Senators, and follow in their 
dad’s footsteps. 

“My brother and I got to witness it with my dad in 2006 in Italy and it was 
one of the coolest experiences of our lives and we’ve been talking about 
this opportunity to play at the Olympics and maybe play together,” said 
the 24-year-old, who was born in Scottsdale, Ariz., and raised in St. 
Louis, where Keith played for the Coyotes and Blues. “It’s obviously 
frustrating that we don’t get to do it this year, but hopefully in four years 
we’ll still be playing great hockey and maybe have a chance to go. 
Whenever you give up a chance to play there, it’s frustrating. 

“But it’s out of our control.” 

In a lot of ways, so is the global situation with Omicron impacting the 
NHL in a big way. 

This team alone had 33 positive cases among players and staff since a 
4-2 loss to the Bruins on Dec. 11, while eight of their games, including 
Friday’s New Year’s Eve clash against the Winnipeg Jets, have been 
postponed due to the recent outbreak. 

It’s difficult to plan life in advance these days, for anyone, and the same 
goes for the NHL schedule-makers. 

So, planning for a three-week Olympic break amid all of the mess 
seemed tough to imagine according to Flames forward Mikael Backlund, 
who was one of the last of the 20 Flames players to test positive. 

He had a chance to also represent Sweden, along with fellow Swedish 
forward and Flames teammate Elias Lindholm, but won’t get that 
opportunity. 

“It’s very disappointing,” Backlund said. “Yeah, I had a chance to make it 
and it would have been great. But there are still some uncertainties going 
there and how to get there and what it would be like in China. Hearing all 
of that took some excitement away from it. Also, the way things have 
happened with our team, time just ran away. 

“I don’t know, it’s frustrating we’re not going and disappointing but I don’t 
think there’s much we can do. We have to finish this schedule and play 
82 games.” 
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The Athletic / Bell Media cuts, Sportsnet uncertainty and waves of 
change: The 10 biggest Canadian sports media stories of 2021 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Dec 28, 2021  

  

One of the most impactful Canadian sports media stories of 2022 might 
eventually trace its roots to the Supreme Court of British Columbia, and a 
ruling in November that could ripple across everything from Rogers 
Centre to the Toronto Blue Jays and the network that holds the broadcast 
rights. 

Justice Shelley Fitzpatrick ruled that Edward Rogers was indeed in 
control of the telecommunications giant that bears his family name, 
following a protracted — and public — internecine battle. What was not 
immediately clear was just how it might alter the sports media landscape. 

Two weeks after the ruling, the Globe and Mail reported Rogers 
Communications Inc. was looking into “selling some of its stake” in the 
baseball franchise, and that Edward Rogers would be a potential buyer. 
That was the same day Sportsnet  

Published a story nodding to speculation Rogers (the company) was 
exploring the possibility of getting out of the sports media business. 

Those stories have yet to play out. Here, in no particular order, is my list 
of 10 major Canadian sports media stories that unfolded this year — and 
what some of them might mean for 2022. 

Big-time break-ups 

Over a span of three weeks in February, Canadian sports television lost 
two on-air partnerships that had endured for a combined 35 years. One 
dissolution had been in the works for weeks, while the other was such a 
surprise that it staggered viewers — as well as the impacted employee. 

Jay Onrait and Dan O’Toole had been working alongside each other 
since 2003, first at TSN and then at FS1, in Los Angeles. They had been 
back in Canada for four years when, on Feb. 4, it was revealed O’Toole 
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was included among a handful of high-profile cost-cutting moves at Bell 
Media. 

On Feb. 26, the competition at Sportsnet hosted a far more humane 
breakup, allowing Tim Micallef and Sid Seixeiro to host a final episode of 
Tim & Sid. They had been together since 2004, on The Score, but 
Seixeiro had recently accepted a job to co-host Breakfast Television on 
CityTV. (“I know you can’t tell right now,” Seixeiro said, fighting tears, “but 
I’m really excited about the new show I’m going to.”) 

Both Onrait and Micallef have pushed on alone, with eponymously-
branded versions of the same show, but not without industry insiders 
wondering whether more changes are looming into 2022. 

Historic Raptors broadcast 

On March 24, the Toronto Raptors snapped a nine-game losing streak 
with a 135-111 win at home (in Tampa, Fla.) over the Denver Nuggets. 
Pascal Siakam had 27 points, and trade rumours swirled around fan 
favourite Kyle Lowry, with the NBA trade deadline only hours away. 

What made the game meaningful was not necessarily any of that 
information, but how it was broadcast to fans watching across Canada. 
For the first time in NBA history, women filled every on-air role of the 
show, from play-by-play to sideline reporter to host. 

Meghan McPeak (play-by-play), Kia Nurse (game analyst), Kayla Grey 
(reporter), Kate Beirness (host) and Amy Audibert (host) worked the 
game for TSN. (Sportsnet had employed an all-female crew for an NHL 
game the previous year.) 

“We need to keep empowering our women and lifting them up and 
supporting them,” Raptors guard Fred VanVleet told reporters. “I think 
that we can shine this spotlight and show that we are with them.” 

Blue Jays gone, then back 

From Exhibition Stadium to Rogers Centre, from the World Series years 
to the 22-year playoff drought, one aspect of life had been constant 
around the Blue Jays: The team always had its own dedicated voice to 
call games on the radio. 

That changed this year. 

For the first time in franchise history, Canada’s only Major League 
Baseball team did not offer fans a radio-only option for games. Initially, 
the network said it was “streamlining production” in reaction to various 
government mandates and protocols connected to the pandemic. 

The reaction was swift and loud. By the end of July, Sportsnet 
announced Ben Wagner would return to the booth. (The network already 
parted ways with long-time Blue Jays voice Mike Wilner last year.) 

“Taking the radio call away, we knew it would get a negative feedback — 
and it did,” said Rob Corte, vice-president of Sportsnet and NHL 
production. “There are certain elements of a radio broadcast that you 
can’t duplicate when you’re trying to have a broadcast of doing television 
and radio.” 

Rights fees are expensive for sports radio, especially as audiences 
continue to shrink across the platform in Canada. While Sportsnet 
attributed the (temporary) simulcast to COVID-19, the urge to cut costs 
will almost certainly outlive the pandemic. 

Mother of all invention 

By necessity, sports television continued to embrace remote technology 
during broadcasts of games and news programs. With the various travel 
and workplace restrictions tied to the pandemic, it became clear that not 
only could play-by-play voices and colour analysts work separately, but 
they could also work remotely. 

Analysts did not have to be in studio to contribute to a broadcast. Both 
TSN and Sportsnet were able to save those costs by having talent beam 
in from their living rooms, studies or basements. (The Blue Jays could be 
broadcast from the studio. An NFL analyst might never have to step foot 
into TSN studios.) 

Jim Hughson retired as a play-by-play voice with Hockey Night in 
Canada in September. He had been watching sports at home, with his 
colleagues calling games off screens, rather than from the venues. 

“I remember texting friends of mine who were working last year,” he said 
in an interview shortly after his announcement. “I would text guys in the 
middle of the game and say, ‘You’re way too good at this — you’re never 
traveling again.’” 

Downsizing: The Bad 

On Jan. 28, Bell Canada hosted its annual “Bell Let’s Talk” day, with the 
Canadian telecommunications giant pledging to donate five cents to 
mental health initiatives for every tweet, TikTok video or text that featured 
the company’s branded hashtag. 

Five days later, on Feb. 2, Bell Media issued layoff notices to more than 
200 workers across its Toronto operations alone as part of a nationwide 
wave of cuts. The company made a series of high-profile cuts later that 
week, removing TSN hosts Dan O’Toole and Natasha Staniszewski, as 
well as reporter Brent Wallace. 

Before the month came to a close, Bell Media shuttered all-sports 
formats in Vancouver, Hamilton and Winnipeg. Staff was replaced with 
cheaper content, such as pre-taped comedy routines. (The Toronto Star 
reported Bell accepted $122.9 million in federal wage subsidies during 
COVID-19 but increased dividend payouts to shareholders.) 

Downsizing: The Hopeful 

When Bell Media closed its all-sports format in Winnipeg, it turned the 
frequency into a home for pre-taped comedy. What was once TSN 1290 
became “Funny 1290 AM,” where talk about the Jets or Blue Bombers is 
now a forum for Frank Caliendo and his impressions of Al Pacino. 

Michael Remis was among those laid off. He also moved quickly to fill the 
void left behind, teaming with long-time local sports radio voice Andrew 
“Hustler” Paterson to launch “Winnipeg Sports Talk,” a two-hour daily 
YouTube stream and podcast dedicated to the city’s sports scene. 

“People say that ‘I miss traditional radio,’” said Remis. “I’m like, ‘Guys, 
radio is gone. It’s dead.’” 

The pattern is repeating across the country. In Vancouver, Matthew 
Sekeres and Blake Price were let go by TSN 1040 then launched their 
own daily stream and podcast. In Toronto, the Steve Dangle Podcast 
Network (which has an affiliation with The Athletic) has expanded to 
include a show featuring former “Hockey Night” in Canada panelist Chris 
Johnston, as well as one with outspoken NHL player agent Allan Walsh. 

Wholesale changes in Toronto 

Rumours of significant change had been swirling around Sportsnet 590 
The Fan for months, and they materialized in two dramatic bursts. The 
first volley landed in February, when program director Dave Cadeau was 
quietly cast overboard after spending the better part of two decades with 
the company. 

Dan Toman was hired as director of audio programming three months 
later. The loudest change came after he had settled into his role. Morning 
show co-host Scott MacArthur was cast aside in September, along with 
afternoon co-host Richard Deitsch (who also writes for The Athletic). Rob 
Wong, a versatile station veteran, was also set adrift, as was respected 
assistant program director Jason Rozon. 

The plan, according to new management, was to package content on 
more than one platform. It has its critics. 

“It sounds like the worst of both worlds,” said Adam Seaborn, director of 
sales and media operations with Kingstar Media, an ad-buying company 
based in Toronto. “It sounds like it’s not a cohesive, local live radio 
schedule. And it’s not a full pivot to digital-first podcast-only. It sounds 
like it’s a Frankenstein of both.” 

Chris Schultz: In memoriam 

For a generation of TSN viewers, Chris Schultz was the voice of 
Canadian football analysis. He retired as an offensive lineman after 
spending three seasons with the Dallas Cowboys — including eight starts 
— and another nine with the Argos, where he was twice named a CFL 
all-star. 

He emerged as a leading analytical voice, working on the panel and in 
the field with TSN. He died of a heart attack in March. Schultz was 61. 
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“He could be gentle with people,” TSN host Rod Smith told The Canadian 
Press. “He always asked about my family. But at the same time, he was 
strong, he was imposing. And oh that handshake. It was the most 
crushing handshake — and I’ve got big hands — that I’ve ever 
experienced in my life.” 

Wagering on strategy 

Single-event sports betting became legal in Canada in August, and its 
impact on the content Canadians consume was immediate. Sportsnet 
repatriated Cabral (Cabbie) Richards in September, luring him into a new 
role as “executive producer of sports betting content” after he built a new 
career in Las Vegas. 

In Toronto, Matthew Cauz changed the name of his TSN 1050 afternoon 
show to “Game Play” from “Game Day,” with the station heralding it as 
“Canada’s first daily sports talk show focused on sports betting and 
fantasy.” 

Sportsnet is planning to roll out alternate, gambling-focused accents to its 
traditional coverage. Speaking at an event in November, Corte, the 
Sportsnet executive, said an announcement on those plans was 
expected soon. 

“No question: Betting is a high priority moving forward,” he said. “You’ll 
probably hear, in the next month or so, some exciting news coming out. 
We’re very focused and we’re shoring up on betting. That will be a big 
priority for us moving forward.” 

New shows, new formats 

When Kayla Grey launched her new biweekly show, “The Shift,” she 
knew it would not appear on the traditional TSN channels. And that was 
by design: The idea was to generate content that could be done quickly, 
be reactive, and reach audiences beyond those who might have a cable 
subscription. 

“We don’t need to tease it until when the show’s coming out,” she said. 
“We have our various platforms to put out that information as quick as 
possible.” 

In B.C., veteran Lower Mainland sports media personalities Don Taylor 
and Rick Dhaliwal launched a new show — “Donnie And Dhali – The 
Team” — on CHEK, a traditional television platform. But the show was 
also pushed out through several digital spaces. 

In Toronto, Steve (Dangle) Glynn started drawing six-figure audience 
figures to YouTube for his Maple Leafs watch events. The Steve Dangle 
Podcast Network (SDPN) launched a post-game analysis show with host 
Andrew Berkshire on YouTube. 

“What I love so much about this new generation of sports consumer is 
that they are very vocal about what they want, and what they don’t want,” 
said Grey. “They are also not patient, which is great. And I think that 
works so well with our show.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dream debut for Canadiens' Harvey-Pinard marred by 
poor officiating 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

December 28, 2021, 11:46 PM 

 

One look at the lineup made it easy to suggest this game shouldn’t 
happen, but one glance around Amalie Arena revealed why it absolutely 
had to be played. 

Even with nine Montreal Canadiens and four members of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Covid protocol, there were 19,092 fans in attendance. It was 
expected to be a sellout — a save-the-date affair for a team in the Sun 

Belt, a Christmas bonus delivered thanks to Quebec snowbirds joining 
Lightning fans in piling through the turnstiles with an insatiable appetite 
for hockey, junk food and beer — and those expectations were met. 

Postponing wasn’t an option. 

Never mind that the Canadiens, through no choice of their own, dressed 
a lineup that just barely would’ve qualified them to play a pre-season 
game. The revenue likely couldn’t be equalled if this event got pushed to 
a later date. And right now, even with Omicron spreading like California 
forest fires in mid-July, that’s the thinking ruling all decisions in the NHL. 

The NHLPA, 50-50 partners with the league on hockey-related revenue, 
is on board. That’s why, with Montreal locked down for the foreseeable 
future and the Bell Centre closed to fans, it was also announced earlier 
on Tuesday that the next four Canadiens home games will be postponed. 

The league moved the Jan. 12 game against the Bruins to Boston, and it 
won’t hesitate to delay games scheduled at the Bell Centre on the 15th, 
27th, 29th and 30th if it means filling seats and collecting more money 
later on. 

The concern, with the Canadiens dressing more AHL players than NHL 
players for this game against the two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champions on Tuesday, was that fans wouldn’t get their money’s worth. 

But they got it, and then some. 

Lightning fans saw Brayden Point return from an 11-game absence to 
score two goals and an assist and lead their team to a thrilling 5-4 
overtime win. 

If the game was exciting, it had everything to do with what Canadiens 
fans saw from their team. Montreal fought hard to defy three-to-one 
betting odds. Kale Clague and David Savard scored their first goals in 
bleu, blanc et rouge, Cedric Paquette notched his first point, and the 
team’s excellent effort was punctuated by the impressive NHL debut of 
two players who were probably the happiest people in the arena that the 
game went on as scheduled. 

Rafael Harvey-Pinard and Corey Schueneman live the dream 

Consider the paths these two players took to arrive at this destination. 

Harvey-Pinard was passed over in two NHL drafts before seeing 200 
players called ahead of the Canadiens selecting him in 2019. He blew 
the doors off at his first rookie camp and was sent back to the QMJHL 
without even getting to participate in main camp. 

Harvey-Pinard then had a great year in junior and was “compensated” 
with a one-way deal in the AHL. And then he had a great rookie season 
with the Rocket to finally earn his entry-level contract. 

Schueneman, 26, went undrafted, played four seasons at Western 
Michigan, and played 106 AHL games from 2018-December of 2021, 
with a brief stint in the ECHL in between. 

He never gave up hope of one day playing in the NHL. 

“The minute you start letting yourself think that (you won’t make it), you’re 
kind of shutting yourself down,” Schueneman said on Tuesday morning. 
“It can be a grind at times. It’s tough. It’s frustrating at times. But you just 
put your head down and you keep working. 

“I was hoping for this day and I knew it would come eventually,” 
Schueneman added. “So, I just kept working and here it is.” 

It went by with Schueneman skating 11:36 against the Lightning. 

The big defenceman was steady, finished plus-1, and notched his first 
NHL assist on Harvey-Pinard’s first NHL goal. 

“There was a lot of emotion,” the 22-year-old said of seeing the puck 
cross the goal line after he parked himself in front of the net and 
shovelled in a shot under the bar to tie the game 2-2 in the third minute of 
the second period. 

“I had a lot of shivers,” Harvey-Pinard added. “Always fun to score a goal, 
but to get your first in the NHL is a truly incredible feeling that left me with 
a lot of emotions.” 
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He had a lot of time to think about the journey to this point and all the 
obstacles along the road. 

“It’s an unusual path that I took. And when I got drafted, I said I want to 
show them that I’m more than a seventh-round pick,” Harvey-Pinard said. 
“That’s my mentality since I’m in junior, and I was really happy to play my 
first NHL game tonight. It’s huge for me, and I have to keep working.” 

He will, and so will Schueneman, and both will have more chances to 
play in this league. 

The Gallagher Rules 

This game turned on a Montreal challenge to overturn a horrible call 
made by on-ice officials that robbed Brendan Gallagher of a goal. 

On the play, Gallagher took a route outside the crease and was pushed 
into Tampa goaltender Maxime Lagace by Lightning forward Boris 
Katchouk. Gallagher’s stick made contact with Lagace’s pad as the puck 
went off his own rear end and into the net. 

The goal would’ve made it 3-2 Canadiens. 

Instead, Montreal was assessed a delay-of-game penalty for an 
unsuccessful challenge and Ross Colton scored one second after the 
Tampa power play expired to give the Lightning the lead. 

If it was someone other than Gallagher, perhaps the goal would’ve been 
called appropriately on the ice. There would certainly be hope for the bad 
call to be corrected by the people in the NHL’s situation room thereafter. 

But the Montreal winger, who makes his living straddling the blurred line 
of goaltender interference, never seems to get the benefit of the doubt. 

Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme has seen enough of it. 

“He was clearly pushed towards the goalie,” Ducharme said in French 
after the game. “So, it’s certain that if it wasn’t No. 11 on his back, it’s 
probably a goal.” 

“For sure it’s frustrating,” Ducharme continued in English. “He makes a 
pretty good play creating a turnover, gets a chance at the net, gets 
pushed from behind. I think the contact with the goalie with his stick and 
his body is because of the push from behind. 

“And, obviously, he’s been in the league for a long time, he’s been a guy 
going at the net every night, and I think he’s got that reputation that he’s 
going to be taking an extra whack. 

“But I think he’s a fair player. And if we challenge, it’s because from what 
I saw, (from what) video guys (saw), we all agree that that should’ve 
been a goal.” 

Quick Hits 

• Lukas Vejdemo finished a great play by Michael Pezzetta and Paquette 
to score what was his second NHL goal in his eighth NHL game. That 
this trio lined up for a few shifts against Point, Alex Killorn and Mathieu 
Joseph really magnifies how much of a mismatch this game was 
supposed to be, but they played hard and were rewarded. 

• Savard made a tremendous play against his former team to give the 
Canadiens the lead with less than seven minutes to play. It must’ve been 
tough seeing it evaporate with seconds left in the third period, with former 
Canadien Corey Perry scoring the tying goal. 

• Nick Suzuki made a great block in those dying seconds. His stick broke, 
and he was trying to get to the bench when the clearing attempt hit him 
and bounced to the Lightning. Tampa held the line and Perry scored 
immediately after, capping a play that essentially encapsulated 
Montreal’s season. 

• This game ended with a blatant trip from Brett Kulak, uncalled, and a 
crosscheck to Jake Evans giving Tampa a 3-on-1 opportunity in the slot. 
Long break for the players, but it was the officials who proved rustiest in 
this one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Walking the same path as past phenoms, Bedard etches 
his name next to Gretzky’s 

 

Mark Spector @sportsnetspec 

December 29, 2021, 1:21 AM 

 

EDMONTON — The 1977 footage of a 16-year-old Wayne Gretzky at the 
Montreal Forum World Juniors is Zapruder-like, as he skates around 
those faceless “Czechoslovakians” like a Baryshnikov among bar stools. 
That grainy video was captured so long ago, his opponents that night 
have changed the name of their national team not once but twice in the 
years since. 

The phenoms have followed hence, through the same World Junior 
turnstile to NHL stardom. Mario Lemieux, to Sidney Crosby, to Connor 
McDavid, and perhaps now to young Connor Bedard, the only 16-year-
old to score a hat trick at the World Junior tournament since Gretzky 
himself. 

Bedard, of the Western Hockey League’s Regina Pats, feasted 
Wednesday on an overmatched Austrian team that had no answer for the 
five-foot-nine dynamo, scoring four times. Afterwards he described his 
performance the way each of the aforementioned would have, as having 
been lucky to be in the right place at the right time. 

“Most of those (goals), I’m kind of just in front of the net, getting a stick on 
something. It was pretty fortunate,” Bedard said after the game. 
“Everyone makes the game easier, when you’re playing here with these 
guys.” 

Bedard was, of course, the WHL’s first ever “Exceptional Player,” given 
the special dispensation to be allowed into the league at age 15 — 
because he was that good. He is one of only seven in junior hockey 
history to receive the honour, a list that includes such names as John 
Tavares, Aaron Ekblad, McDavid and World Junior teammate Shane 
Wright. 

But lest you derive that a decision made on a player at 15 years old is a 
guarantee of NHL stardom, you should know that one Sean Day — 
granted Exceptional Player status with the Mississauga Steelheads back 
in 2013 — made his NHL debut on Tuesday night with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning at the age of 23, after five OHL seasons and another three-plus 
seasons in the AHL. 

Bedard tied the Canadian record with four goals in that 11-2 win over 
Austria Tuesday, passing on a last second two-on-one rather than shoot 
for a fifth goal. 

“It’s cool to hear your name and one of, if not the best player to ever play 
the game,” he said of Gretzky. “But it’s one game. I don’t think I’ll be 
getting 2,800 points in the NHL.” 

Canadian defenceman Owen Power had a hat trick in the opener, a 6-3 
win over Czechia. At six-foot-five, and with a command of the game that 
far exceeds his years, it’s easy to envision Power as a 1000-game NHL 
blue-liner, wearing a letter and winning playoff series for years to come. 

Bedard, however, is different. 

At just 16, he possesses skills — but not size — that stand up to any 
player in the tournament. He is Patrick Kane-like, small at five-foot-nine 
and 180 lbs., but with time to grow. He began the tournament as head 
coach Dave Cameron’s 13th forward, but was on Canada’s first line by 
the end of Game 1. 

He started the Austria game on the fourth line, then scored four times. 

McDavid is the most recent comparable, having skated in the 2014 World 
Juniors in Sweden as a 16-year-old. Like Bedard, his legend was already 
launched when McDavid joined Team Canada, but his time in Sweden — 
under head coach Brent Sutter — did not live up to what Bedard has 
enjoyed thus far in Edmonton. 
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“We had a good opening game, the team won and our line was good. 
Then we played the Czechs, and I took a couple of penalties and found 
myself as the 13th forward. I was the 13th forward the rest of the 
tournament,” McDavid told me for the book Road to Gold, The Untold 
Story of Canada at the World Juniors. “I definitely had … an experience 
where I wasn’t a top line player. I still played power play and whatnot, but 
I wasn’t as relied on there. 

“I’m not going to lie. I didn’t enjoy my first World Junior experience. I 
didn’t have a lot of fun with it,” he said. 

McDavid took some abuse on social media, a lesson learned. 

“I just remember that it can be a little bit overwhelming at that age,” 
McDavid said. “You’re so young, and stepping into your first games on 
the big stage. With that comes the social media, and lots of attention. For 
me and our team that year … there was lots of negativity around that. I 
remember it being difficult. 

“I would say for (Bedard) to just go into it and have fun. Maybe stay off of 
social media a bit through that time, because it can be a little bit 
negative.” 

Don’t worry, said Bedard. He won’t be reading the internet dispatches on 
Wednesday morning, most of which — like this one — will be anointing 
him as a future superstar. 

“I’m trying not to get too high on myself. I won’t read much,” he said. “We 
play again tomorrow (against Germany). The focus has already shifted.” 

Team Canada is 2-0 here and well in control. Mason McTavish is 
showing himself to be the best player on this team, though watching 
Bedard play, you can already envision a ‘C’ on his chest next Christmas 
when the tournament shifts to Omsk, the Siberian destination that might 
not be any colder than the deep minus-20s gripping Edmonton this 
Christmas. 

“I like the words ‘Exceptional Status’… He’s an exceptional player,” 
concluded Cameron. “What I like about my short time with Connor is how 
receptive he is to coaching. I assume (Pats GM and head coach) John 
Paddock would tell you the same thing. You have to let those exceptional 
players play to their strengths, but mature their game away from the 
puck. Connor has made great strides in the short time I’ve had him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / World Juniors Three Stars, Day 3: Bedard showcases his 
‘exceptional’ talent 

 

Lauren Kelly @laurkelly24  

December 28, 2021, 10:28 PM 

 

There were two round robin games scheduled for Day 3 of the 2022 
World Junior Hockey Championship, but hockey fans received yet 
another stark reminder that the COVID-19 pandemic is far from over. 

The United States was forced to forfeit its game against Switzerland after 
two players returned positive Covid tests. Fortunately, both players are 
asymptomatic, but the entire team was placed into quarantine as a 
precaution. 

The American players were re-tested today and will be tested again 
Wednesday ahead of their scheduled game versus Sweden. If those 
tests come back negative, USA can return to the ice, but it’s a waiting 
game now. 

As for the one game that was played today, it wasn’t much of a contest. 
Canada hammered Austria early and often in an 11-2 rout, and half the 
Canadian team had impressive enough performances to earn recognition 
with tonight’s three stars. 

But that wouldn’t be much fun to read. So here are my three stars from 
Day 3 of the World Juniors. 

The 2022 World Juniors 

At the World Juniors, one day can change everything. Stay informed with 
our coverage of the tournament. 

3rd Star: Switzerland 

Although they didn’t play today, Switzerland still came out as winners on 
Day 3. 

As a result of the United States’ forfeiture, Switzerland picked up a vital 
three points to move ahead of Slovakia in the standings for Group B. 

It was a heavy blow to both the Americans and Slovaks, but an 
unexpected victory for the Swiss. 

On paper, this wasn’t a game anyone expected Switzerland to be 
competitive in, let alone pick up three points for (the equivalent of a 
regulation victory). 

Many had Switzerland finishing last in Group B and headed for the 
relegation round (though the IIHF announced no teams will be relegated 
out of the top division this year). Instead, they are in a good position to 
make the quarter-finals, even if the United States is able to resume 
playing games. 

Unfortunately, Slovakia is in an even tougher position to advance to the 
quarter-finals. They still control their own fate, but the Slovaks will need 
to pick up at least one regulation win in their final two round robin games. 

With the unexpected break, Switzerland should be well-rested for their 
final two games of the round robin, which are back-to-backs against 
Slovakia and Sweden. 

2nd Star: Lukas Necesany, Austria 

While Austria’s goal may have been the result of a brutal misplay by 
Canadian goaltender Brett Brochu, Necesany deserves the recognition 
for getting his team the board. 

Austria tightened things up in the second frame, and they should be very 
proud of how they responded after a lopsided first period. 

After Brochu came out of his net to play the puck and whiffed on a 
clearing attempt, Vinzenz Rohrer (2022) followed the puck and fed it all 
the way across the ice to a wide-open Necesany. 

Necesany made no mistake, ripping the puck past a falling Brochu, who 
tried desperately to get back in position. 

That goal gave Austria a total of two, in back-to-back games, at this 
year’s tournament, and they added one more late in the third period with 
Mathias Böhm’s power-play tally. 

Austria has now scored more goals than they had through four round-
robin games in 2021. 

Those goals may not have mattered in the grand scheme of things, as 
Austria suffered another blowout loss, but it’s something they can hang 
their hats on as they head into their next round-robin game against 
Czechia. 

1st Star: Connor Bedard, Canada 

Bedard joined some legendary company with his performance against 
Austria, and he did it in style. 

The last time a 16-year old recorded a hat trick for Canada at the World 
Juniors was all the way back in 1977. 

The teenager? Wayne Gretzky. 

Bedard scored his first goal of the match from the slot, after he whiffed on 
his first shot but buried his own rebound past Austrian goaltender Leon 
Sommer for his first goal of the tournament. 

Then he picked a pass off in the neutral zone to create a turnover, 
shielded the puck as he drove into the offensive zone, and finished off a 
nice give-and-go with Will Cuylle (NYR) for Canada’s fifth goal of the first 
period. 
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Bedard wrapped up the natural hat trick before the game was even half 
over, dangling around Luca Erne and sniping past Sommer to send the 
hats flying at Rogers Place. 

And because three wasn’t enough, Bedard became the first Canadian to 
score four goals in a game at the World Juniors since Maxime Comtois 
(ANA) in 2019. 

The first exceptional Connor (McDavid) had four points total as a 16-year 
old at the World Juniors back in 2014. 

Bedard had four goals in one game, and if you weren’t excited for the 
2023 NHL Draft yet, you should be now. 

Canada will take on Germany tomorrow. Hopefully they saved enough 
goals for the rest of the tournament too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Rutherford keeps diversity front of mind in hiring 
process 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

December 28, 2021, 5:42 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – For an older, white male who in appearance and 
experience seems to embody the National Hockey League 
establishment, Jim Rutherford has some progressive ideas about 
building his management team with the Vancouver Canucks. 

Rutherford told Sportsnet in a pre-Christmas interview that he admires 
the diversity of the Seattle Kraken, which under chief executive officer 
Tod Leiweke filled many positions with women and people from various 
ethnic backgrounds so that the NHL’s newest organization would reflect 
the community it serves. 

After he was hired by Canucks owner Francesco Aquilini to be the 
president of hockey operations, Rutherford told reporters at his 
introductory press conference on Dec. 13: “Our society is changing all 
the time, and I would like to see a more diverse staff if possible.” 

A few days later, the 72-year-old’s first hire was assistant general 
manager Derek Clancey, a highly-respected “hockey guy” whose 16 
years with the Pittsburgh Penguins meant he started there before 
Rutherford arrived as general manager in 2014 and orchestrated two 
Stanley Cups. 

Rutherford had his eye on Clancey when he said yes to Aquilini, and the 
Canucks had – still have – pressing needs in their front office. Clancey, 
52, is now in charge of professional and amateur scouting, among other 
duties, but doesn’t qualify in any way as a minority hire. 

Rutherford, however, re-iterated in his interview with Sportsnet his desire 
to hire people with diverse backgrounds and experiences in hockey. 

The Globe and Mail reported before Christmas that the Canucks were 
looking at a trio of female candidates for another assistant GM position: 
Jennifer Botterill, Jayna Hefford and Angela Ruggiero. 

“My feeling is if you can build a front office with people that grew up 
playing hockey or in the game, not even necessarily playing but as part 
of the game, then you get different voices, different opinions,” Rutherford 
said. “You have a better chance of getting different ideas. That's really 
where I'm coming from here as to having people from different 
(backgrounds) coming through the system.” 

In Pittsburgh, Rutherford helped mentor future NHL GMs in Jason 
Botterill, Bill Guerin and Tom Fitzgerald. He said he is comfortable hiring 
and teaching people who understand the game and are willing to work 
hard, even if their resumes are not extensive. 

“You talk about resumes and comparing resumes and comparing people, 
you have to do that all the time,” Rutherford explained. “Even when I talk 
directly to some of these people, they will say: ‘Well, I haven't done this, I 
haven't negotiated contracts.’ None of us had done anything at one point 
in our careers. I mean. . . every person that has any job, whatever it is -- 
in this case, we're talking about an NHL hockey team -- at one point in 
time, none of us had ever made a trade. None of us had ever done a 
contract, none none of us had ever dealt with the salary cap. You have to 
start some time. 

“Part of me being in Vancouver and taking this job is to mentor people. 
I've mentored some people that have gone on to be GMs, some guys 
who started as young coaches. I think it's an advantage for our 
organization to bring certain people in that maybe don't have a lot of 
experience, but they're smart and they know the game. And their input is 
going to be heard. As each day goes by, they'll learn things. I mean, I've 
done this for a long, long time, almost forever, and I learn new things 
every week. 

“Our game changes all the time; you have to be willing to learn. So for 
people coming in that don't have experience, they're going to be just like 
people that have experience: they're going to learn, right? But the 
important thing is to hire people that are willing to do that, work hard, 
have some kind of background in hockey. I think it will really strengthen 
our organization.” 

Rutherford wouldn’t confirm he has spoken to Botterill, Hefford or 
Ruggiero, but said he has spent much of his time so far as Canucks’ 
president on the phone seeking out and speaking with potential hires. 

He did say that the next AGM is likely to oversee the salary cap and 
player contracts, but he envisions a management umbrella with three 
assistants working under a yet-to-be-hired general manager, who will 
report to Rutherford. 

He hopes to start in-person interviews for that senior position in January, 
although the current resurgence of COVID-19 is complicating the 
process, and he will wait as long as necessary to get the right GM. 

In the meantime, Rutherford wants to expand the Canucks’ analytics 
department and hire a replacement for former director of hockey 
operations and analytics Jonathan Wall, who was fired by Aquilini along 
with assistant GM Chris Gear the day after Rutherford was hired on Dec. 
9. 

Rutherford praised the work of Canucks senior analyst Aiden Fox, a 
possible successor to Wall, and also raved about player development 
director and minor-league GM Ryan Johnson, whom he did not know 
before coming to Vancouver. 

Rutherford has already promoted career Canuck Stan Smyl to vice-
president of hockey operations and said he is thankful to inherit special 
advisers Henrik and Daniel Sedin. 

“I like a lot of people that are still there, so I don't foresee needing to 
make changes to the people that are in the office now,” Rutherford said. 
“I've got to continue to build the structure of hockey operations and that's 
what I'm trying to do.” 

With Rutherford’s ideals about diversity in mind, here are 10 potential 
candidates for management. The Canucks’ next GM may even come 
from this group. 

Patrik Allvin 

With an extensive scouting background, the Swede has been with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins for the last 16 years and was promoted in 2020 by 
Rutherford to the position of assistant general manager. Allvin was briefly 
the interim GM after Rutherford resigned, but lost out on the full-time title 
when Ron Hextall was hired. NHL insider Frank Seravalli reported last 
week on Sportsnet 650 that Allvin, 47, is the frontrunner to be named 
Canucks GM. 

Jason Botterill 

The 45-year-old crashed and burned as a first-time GM with the Buffalo 
Sabres. But he remains respected for his broad experience, including 
cap management, and was so well-regarded by Rutherford that he was 
previously an associate GM in Pittsburgh. Currently the top assistant to 
Seattle GM Ron Francis, Botterill may not be available to the Canucks 
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until after this season -- and not at all unless he comes as the new 
general manager. 

Jennifer Botterill 

OK, so the siblings on this list are not named Sedin. Before the Globe 
reported the Canucks’ interest in the iconic three-time Olympic champion 
with Team Canada, Botterill was touted by a rival NHL manager as an 
ideal candidate for the Canucks. The 42-year-old has an honours degree 
in psychology from Harvard and has won praise for her sharp insights as 
a studio analyst for Sportsnet and Hockey Night in Canada. 

Cammi Granato 

The greatest female player in U.S. hockey history, the Hall-of-Famer has 
spent the last two years working for the Kraken as a professional scout, 
which means she was instrumental in their expansion process and knows 
the league intimately. Granato, 50, lives in Vancouver with her partner, 
hockey analyst Ray Ferraro, so she understands the market and has 
seen the Canucks as much as anyone over the last couple of seasons. 

Mike Grier 

The 46-year-old Detroit native played more than 1,000 games in the NHL 
after becoming the first Black U.S. player to make the league entirely 
through American hockey channels. After retiring as a player, Grier 
worked as a professional scout for the Chicago Blackhawks and 
assistant coach for the New Jersey Devils before the New York Rangers 
hired him last spring as a hockey operations adviser under new GM Chris 
Drury. Grier’s brother, Chris, is general manager of the Miami Dolphins. 

Craig Heisinger 

When we asked around the league about a manager qualified to be an 
NHL GM but who is rarely mentioned, the Winnipeg Jets assistant GM’s 
name popped up a couple of times. Heisinger’s name is rarely mentioned 
because the 59-year-old Winnipegger loves his hometown and is fiercely 
loyal to the Jets and owner Mark Chipman as senior vice-president of 
True North Sports and Entertainment. But Heisinger’s impressive 
experience includes working with the Canucks when the franchise’s 
minor-league team was the Manitoba Moose. 

Ryan Johnson 

Johnson, 45, is in his ninth season in Canucks hockey operations and 
has been the team’s director of player development since 2016. He is 
also the general manager of its American Hockey League franchise, a 
title he carried from Utica to Abbotsford, and has a ton of operational 
knowhow. A tireless collaborator who cares passionately about his 
players, Johnson has a bright future as an NHL manager. When 
Rutherford talks about hiring an entry-level GM he can mentor, he could 
be referring to Johnson. 

Chris MacFarland 

None of these GM-candidates lists ever appear without the Colorado 
Avalanche’s assistant GM and right-hand-man to executive VP and GM 
Joe Sakic. MacFarland, 51, spent 16 seasons working his way up 
through Columbus Blue Jackets’ hockey operations before moving to 
Denver in 2016. With a business degree and experience at law school, 
MacFarland has worked in every aspect of hockey management. He is 
so highly regarded around the NHL, the New York native can be choosey 
about his next opportunity. 

Alexandra Mandrycky 

Another rising hockey-ops star with the Seattle Kraken, Mandrycky was 
an analytics pioneer before putting her industrial engineering degree to 
work by joining the Minnesota Wild in 2015 as a data analyst. The 
Kraken wanted her badly enough that they hired the 30-year-old from the 
Atlanta area in 2019 -- before Leiweke named Francis his GM. 
Mandrycky is Seattle’s director of hockey administration. 

Scott Mellanby 

We’re not including Mike Gillis on this list, but the former Canucks 
general manager gave Mellanby his start in management as a special 
consultant in Vancouver. Mellanby left to try coaching as an assistant 
with the St. Louis Blues before joining Montreal Canadiens hockey-ops in 
2012. He was named an assistant GM in 2014 and groomed since then 

by general manager Marc Bergevin to be his successor. But the 55-year-
old resigned from the organization a month ago when it became clear he 
would not survive the regime change that saw Bergevin fired and Jeff 
Gorton brought in as executive vice-president. 
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TSN.CA / Stankoven ready to strike in World Juniors debut 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Team Canada plays Team Austria at 5 p.m. MT on Tuesday in 
Edmonton.  

After sitting as a healthy scratch on Boxing Day, Logan Stankoven will 
make his World Juniors debut on Tuesday.  

"Just pure excitement," the Kamloops Blazers sparkplug said. "I've 
dreamt of this moment for many years. It's a family tradition for me to 
watch the World Juniors growing up, so to now be a part of it and finally 
take my first step on the ice and play in a game, it's pretty special." 

With Justin Sourdif suspended one game and Xavier Bourgault sidelined 
with an undisclosed injury, Canada is down to 12 forwards, which has 
created an opportunity for Stankoven.  

What did the 18-year-old notice while watching Canada's 6-3 win over 
Czechia?  

"It looked really fast, and a big part of my game is playing fast and 
attacking the defenders quickly, so I'm going to try and use that to my 
advantage," Stankoven said. "I thought there were parts of the game 
where it was pretty physical, so you have to be ready for that as well. I 
have fresh legs. I'm going to be ready to go tonight." 

Stankoven, who has 32 points in 22 games this season, is getting thrust 
into a prominent spot alongside Kent Johnson and Mason McTavish. 

"Logan's been a dynamic player in the Western Hockey League all year 
long, so we don't think that line's going to miss a beat," said Team 
Canada assistant coach Michael Dyck, who is the head coach of the 
Vancouver Giants.  

Stankoven skated with McTavish during the first three practices of 
training camp. The Peterborough Petes centre described the 5-foot-8 
Kamloops native as a "little bowling ball" who is hard to handle in 
corners.  

"That's a pretty good description of how I play," Stankoven said with a 
smile. "I'm not the biggest guy but I'm not afraid to go into the dirty areas 
and corners and battle and it's a big part of why I've made it so far 
despite being a smaller guy. I'm looking forward to creating chemistry as 
we did at the U18s." 

With Sourdif eligible to return on Wednesday, the forward lines will get 
rejigged again soon. Stankoven realizes this is a small window to make 
an impression.  

"I'm going to do everything in my power to make sure that I can stay on 
that line and hopefully create some space for those guys." 

'Pure excitement': Stankoven makes World Junior debut on McTavish 
line 

After being a healthy scratch on Boxing Day, Kamloops Blazers 
sparkplug Logan Stankoven will draw into Team Canada's lineup against 
Austria on Tuesday night. "Just pure excitement," the 18-year-old said. 
"I’ve dreamt of this moment for many years." Stankoven will slot in beside 
Kent Johnson and Mason McTavish on the second line. 

McTavish is pretty good at creating space on his own. He showed that on 
the opening goal Sunday night.  
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"That was a pretty unreal sequence," said Stankoven. "It shows how 
dominant he is on the ice. It really shows why he played in the NHL this 
year with how strong he is out there and how well he protects the puck. 
Watching the replay, he made it look so easy." 

McTavish got a nine-game audition with Anaheim to start the season.  

"It was a pretty sweet goal, but I'm not too surprised," said Ducks 
defenceman Jamie Drysdale. "He's a heck of a player. He's a legitimate 
man." 

What makes him a "legitimate man"? 

"The fact that he's 215 pounds helps," Drysdale said with a chuckle. 
"That definitely helps. He's really good at using his size and protecting 
the puck and then you add the hands he's got. He showcased it pretty 
well Sunday night. He was attacking triangles out there and just had 
some sweet moves. He got rewarded on one of them with a really nice 
goal. Pretty fun to watch him out there." 

Jamie Drysdale won gold at the World Juniors in 2020 before settling for 
silver in 2021. The Ducks defenceman watched Team Canada's opening 
win on Sunday and liked what he saw. The Toronto native joined TSN to 
share his perspective on 'legitimate man' Mason McTavish, 'wrecking 
ball' Kaiden Guhle, Cole Perfetti's vision and the big night by 'Big O.' 

Drysdale is still eligible to play at the World Juniors but has other plans 
this year. He's logging 20 minutes a night in the National Hockey League. 
The Toronto native won gold in Ostrava in 2020 before settling for silver 
last year inside the Edmonton bubble. He will be keeping a close eye on 
this year's event.   

Drysdale likes what he's seeing so far from two of the returning players, 
including defenceman Kaiden Guhle.  

"He was a wrecking ball out there," Drysdale said with a smile. "Just 
seeing him throw his weight around, and connecting on a few big hits, 
that's a real big energy boost for the team. Being on the bench and 
seeing someone like that, your captain, throwing hits like that and doing 
what he can to help, it's a real energy boost." 

Charlottetown's Lukas Cormier certainly appreciated it.  

"It opens ice up when he's physical like that," the reigning Quebec Major 
Junior Hockey League defenceman of the year said. "It's always nice to 
have that physical asset. He's been a great partner for me so far. We 
complement each other." 

The Guhle-Cormier pairing is the only one that has stayed together since 
the start of training camp.   

With two forwards out, Canada is expected to dress all eight of their 
defencemen tonight, which means Soo Greyhound Ryan O'Rourke will 
make his World Junior debut after being a healthy scratch on Sunday.   

Up front, left winger Cole Perfetti picked up three assists in the 6-3 win 
over Czechia.  

"His backhand pass to [Donovan] Sebrango was pretty sweet," Drysdale 
said. "I was watching it with my dad, and we were really impressed with 
that play. Not many guys can make that backhand sauce play through a 
seam and see that late guy coming in. It was a heck of a play. It's also 
the simple things like putting it in Big O's wheelhouse for the one-timer 
goal." 

In the moments leading up to that Owen Power power-play goal, Perfetti 
seemed to be directing the big blueliner to get into the ideal spot.   

"He's a really smart player," Power said. "He finds guys all over the ice. 
He's someone that's really easy to play with and is always putting you in 
good spots and giving you good pucks to score on or make another 
play." 

"He's someone that always makes the right play," said linemate Shane 
Wright, "always thinking one step ahead, two steps ahead of everyone 
else."  

Dylan Guenther started Canada's training camp on the top line with 
Wright and Perfetti before being dropped to the fourth line after only a 
few practices. On Boxing Day, the Arizona Coyotes prospect, who was 

picked ninth overall in July, found himself as the 13th forward. He played 
a team-low three minutes and two seconds.  

"A big emphasis for me is my play away from the puck," Guenther said. 
"That's something [coach] Dave [Cameron] told me I need to work on and 
need to get better at if I want to play minutes. So, my focus today is 
playing away from the puck and playing a hard game and using my skill 
within the team structure." 

Guenther took reps in Sourdif's spot on the third line alongside Jake 
Neighbours and Ridly Greig at yesterday's practice. Guenther and 
Neighbours also play together on the Edmonton Oil Kings.  

"Our strengths are different and complement each other," Guenther said. 
"Jake is a power forward with a lot of skill who can make plays and score 
goals. He's such a good passer and I've got a good shot. He's good 
below the goal lines and in creating space for himself and me too." 

Dyck told TSN this morning that there's also a chance Will Cuylle will get 
time on the third line tonight. So, Guenther may end up on the fourth line 
with Elliot Desnoyers and Connor Bedard.  

How will Team Canada adjust without suspended Sourdif, injured 
Bourgault? 

With Xavier Bourgault injured and Justin Sourdif suspended, Team 
Canada will be shaking up its forward lines on Tuesday night. Michael 
Dyck joined TSN to breakdown the changes, including Mavrik Bourque 
moving back to his natural centre position. The assistant coach also 
explained why the power play was so effective against Czechia. 

Austria last played Canada at the 1981 World Juniors. The countries 
haven't faced off since. Captain Marco Kasper describes Tuesday's 
game as an "awesome" opportunity for his underdog crew.  

"To play against Canada in Canada, it's going to be special," Kasper 
said. "We know it will be a really tough game. We have to play and don't 
hide. Get our legs moving and play a hard game." 

Austria was outscored 29-1 at the 2021 World Juniors and lost 7-1 to 
Finland on Monday.   

"We are a team that believes we can play real good hockey," said 
Kasper, who plays for Rogle in the Swedish Hockey League. "We know it 
will be tough, but I still feel like the team believes we can challenge even 
good teams."  

Whatever happens this week in Edmonton, Austria will be back at the 
2023 World Juniors in Russia. With COVID concerns growing greater by 
the day, the IIHF decided there will be no relegation round this year.  

"It's awesome to play in the World Juniors," Kasper said. "Next year will 
be a third year in a row and, even without relegation [rounds], it's an 
honour for us."  

Kasper, on a personal level, has a lot on the line here. He is among the 
top draft-eligible players in Edmonton and can impress scouts on the big 
stage.  

Kasper models his game after Colorado's Nathan MacKinnon.  

"He's such an explosive guy," Kasper said. "He's so versatile. He can 
shoot. He can dangle you. He's such a good skater. And, also, he's a 
gritty player, which I really like about him." 

Under-18 players must wear full facial protection in International Hockey. 
Kasper wears a cage. However, the 17-year-old goes with a white cage, 
which is rarer than the black ones sported by Wright and others.  

"It looked fine with the white jerseys," he said with a grin. "Let's see what 
it looks like today with the red ... Some guys chirp me but that's normal. 
We can chirp also the bubble and the black cage. It's fine getting some 
chirps."   

Team Austria captain Marco Kasper describes playing Canada in 
Canada as an "awesome" opportunity for his underdog team. "We know 
it will be a really tough game," the draft-eligible forward said. "We have to 
play and don't hide. Get our legs moving and play a hard game." Kasper 
also spoke about his admiration for Nathan MacKinnon and why he 
chooses to wear a white cage. 
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