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Carolina Hurricanes’ special teams too much for Canadiens 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes had to wonder if their next hockey 
game might be in 2022. 

The NHL keeps adding new names to the league’s COVID 
protocol list, and games continue to be postponed. The 
Canes were scheduled to host the Montreal Canadiens on 
Thursday, but the Habs had 13 players in the COVID 
protocol and others injured or sick, leading to some 
uncertainty about the game being played at PNC Arena. 

But the game was played and the Canes had all the answers 
and certainly more skill and experience, winning 4-0 behind 
goalie Antti Raanta. Teuvo Teravainen had a power-play 
goal and also scored shorthanded, Nino Niederreiter and 
Seth Jarvis added power-play scores and Raanta took care 
of things around the crease in the Canes’ first game since 
Dec. 18. 

“It was kind of what I thought it would look like. It wasn’t 
pretty,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were 
certainly rusty with our decision-making and how quick we 
were making plays. Lot of turnovers. But obviously our 
penalty kill was great and our goaltender made some big 
saves early to keep us in the game, and the power play 
obviously connected. Definitely a good win.” 

Raanta, who had 26 saves, notched his first shutout of the 
season and the 14th of his career in being named the 
game’s first star. He had Canes fans chanting his name by 
game’s end. 

“The start of the game was pretty slow as a goalie, with not 
much happening,” said Raanta, who made his first start since 
Dec. 12. “The last couple of minutes in the first period they 
started to put the pucks to the net and a couple of chaos 
situations there. But we managed to handle those and I 
thought the second period ... I was on top of my game. 

“I was fortunate enough to get the shutout and it’s pretty 
special, especially playing at home and getting the win.” 

It might have been the biggest mismatch the Canes have 
had in years, all because of the pandemic and Montreal 
injuries. Carolina (22-7-1), with eight players returning from 
COVID protocol, had a nearly intact lineup — goalie Frederik 
Andersen, coming off the protocol list, served as the backup 
Thursday. 

The Canes, tentative at first, did not get a shot on net for the 
first six minutes of the game. But they used their special 
teams to crank up the pace and intensity against the Habs, 
who lost forward Brendan Gallagher to a lower-body injury in 
the game. 

“I knew we’d struggle, just the five-on-five play, because 
we’ve been out so long,” Brind’Amour said. 

Niederreiter scored his fifth goal in the past eight games on a 
first-period power play. Getting position in front of the net, he 
banged in a rebound after a Jaccob Slavin shot from the 
point that Jesperi Kotkaniemi deflected. 

Then, it was Tervainen’s turn on the penalty kill. Sebastian 
Aho and Teravainen, dangerous when paired shorthanded, 
were off on a two-on-one after a Slavin breakout pass, Aho 
finding Teravainen for the one-timer for a 2-0 lead in the first. 

“You don’t have to tell them to look to score, because that’s 
in their nature,” Brind’Amour said. 

It was the Canes’ second shorthanded goal of the season, 
both by Teravainen, who had the first “shorty” Dec. 4 against 
Buffalo. 

The Habs (7-22-4), beaten in overtime by Tampa Bay on 
Tuesday, tested Raanta and had their power-play chances. 
But the Canes killed off penalties with precision as Montreal 
was 0-5 on the power play, sealing Raanta’s shutout bid by 
killing off a late Tony DeAngelo penalty in the third. 

Teravainen’s power-play goal in the second period came 
after a Jake Evans hooking penalty that negated a Montreal 
power play. Teravainen was stopped once as Habs goalie 
Sam Montembault made a sliding save, but Teravainen was 
given a second chance and did not miss — the winger now 
has nine goals this season. 

It was the first time in Teravainen’s career that he had 
power-play and shorthanded goals in the same game. 

Jarvis’ power-play score came in the third period as Slavin 
earned his third assist of the game, matching a career high. 
Aho had a pair of assists, and Kotkaniemi a point and a 
career-high six hits against the team that failed to match the 
Canes’ offer sheet to him in late August. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Canadiens 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - After four consecutive postponed games, 
an extended holiday break and countless schedule changes, 
the Carolina Hurricanes are finally set to get back to game 
action tonight. 

 Canes Record: 21-7-1 (43 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-1 Win over the Los Angeles Kings on 
Saturday, December 18. 

Canadiens Record: 7-21-4 (18 Points, 8th - Atlantic Division) 

Canadiens Last Game: 5-4 Overtime Loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday, December 28 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Shake Off The Rust: It's been just under two weeks since the 
Canes have last played a game. Mind you they've been had 
thorough practices every day since Sunday, but as the team 
will tell you, there's nothing that can replicate participating in 
a game. Since December 18 the team has had six players 
come off of COVID Protocol, however, they've had four more 
enter. Tonight's action will be the first since December 11 for 
Sebastian Aho and December 12 for Seth Jarvis, Ian Cole, 
Steven Lorentz, Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Staal. 

Maybe More?: Of the four that entered protocol since the 
team's last game, at least one of them is already out. Stefan 
Noesen, who was assigned to the team's Taxi Squad 

yesterday, completed his ten days of isolation and now could 
be recalled ahead of the 5 p.m. deadline in order to play in 
tonight's game. The same recall procedure could be utilized 
for goaltender Alex Lyon, who was recalled to the Taxi 
Squad from Chicago earlier this week after Frederik 
Andersen tested positive on December 23. The big question 
mark regarding all of this is how the NHL's adjustments to 
their protocols from yesterday will impact the team. Moving 
to the five-day isolation from ten days, that leaves the door 
open for a potential return for some of the players with 
Andersen on the team list at the moment. More information 
will follow morning skate if this is indeed the case. 

Strike First: The Canes are 14-2-1 when scoring first this 
season. Along the same lines, Montreal is 2-17-1 when their 
opponent scores first. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Tony DeAngelo needs two more assists to 
reach 100 in his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
red sweaters tonight. 

Arrive Early: Please be advised another big crowd is 
expected at PNC Arena tonight. Allow yourself a few extra 
minutes for your commute this evening! 

In The Arena: Due to staffing limitations there will be some 
concession stands and retail stores closed tonight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: Raanta, Canes Shutout Canadiens In Return To Play 
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By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes finally got back to 
game action Thursday night, blanking the Montreal 
Canadiens by a score of 4-0.  

As Montreal entered the evening with 13 players in COVID-
19 Protocol and star forward Jonathan Drouin being 
scratched after warmups due to illness, the Canes found 
themselves on the other end of the paradigm with eight 
members of their roster returning to play after the team's 12-
day break. 

After a slow first ten minutes of play Carolina finally got the 
ball rolling and once they got it going, it never slowed down. 
On the first of their five power plays on the night, Nino 
Niederreiter was camped out in front and put back a second 
effort to give his team the game's first lead. 

Less than three minutes later the other Canes special teams 
unit was able to find the back of the net, with Teuvo 
Teravainen cashing in on a two-on-one with Sebastian Aho 
to make it 2-0. 

Penalties continued to be a story as the contest progressed 
into the middle period, as both teams took a pair of penalties 
each for a second consecutive frame. On the home side's 
last of the middle 40 Teravainen struck once again, this time 
earning his ninth of the year on a wonderful feed from Martin 
Necas. 

Moving into the third ahead by a trio, 19-year-old Seth Jarvis, 
who was one of the Carolina skaters making his return, then 
chimed in on yet another man advantage. Striking from the 
slot, the rookie sensation beat Sam Montembeault high to 
the blocker-side to conclude the evening's scoring at 4-0.   

The backbone behind it all for the Canes and biggest story of 
the night was goaltender Antti Raanta, who stopped all 26 
shots faced for his 14th career shutout. In an evening where 
the pace of play was ever-changing and filled with special 
teams situations, the 32-year-old netminder was steady 
throughout, including a strong stop in the second period to 
keep his the Canadiens "0" on the scoreboard. His final test 
of the evening was a penalty kill inside the last five minutes, 
but it was another ace for his night, putting the bow on his 
first clean sheet of the season. 

They Said It: 

Antti Raanta on his performance... 

"The start of the game was pretty slow for a goalie, there 
wasn't much happening. Then the last couple minutes of first 
the started to put the puck to the net. There were a couple of 
chaotic situations, but we were able to handle those. I felt in 
the second period, when I made that rebound save, that I 
was on top of my game and I felt pretty good. Obviously 
there were a couple shots were I probably could've handled 

the puck a little bit better, but you know, I haven't played in a 
couple weeks, so it's always a little bit tough to get all the 
saves as perfect as you want. You just try and battle and I 
was fortunate enough to get the shutout today. It's pretty 
special to be able to play and get the shutout at home. 
Obviously you never think about those too much, but then 
when they got that power play with four minutes to go I was 
like 'oh no, they're going to score'. Our penalty kill was so 
good today though, so they didn't have a chance." 

Teuvo Teravainen on the team's effort after being off for 12 
days... 

"It's been weird times. We hadn't played in a long time, so it 
was just good to get back. The home crowd was awesome, 
so it was all just really special." 

Rod Brind'Amour assessing the evening... 

"The outcome was great. It was kind of what I thought it was 
going to look like. We were certainly rusty with our decision 
making. We weren't making plays, we were turning the puck 
over, but at the end of the day our penalty kill was great and 
our goaltending was nice. He made some big saves early 
and then the power play connected. Definitely a good win." 

What's Next?: 

The team is schedule to practice Friday before departing to 
Columbus, where they'll play the Blue Jackets on Saturday 
at 1 p.m. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Despite being out of the lineup since December 11, 
Sebastian Aho picked up right where he left off, 
totaling multiple points for a sixth consecutive 
game. With 14 points in his last six games, the 
team's leading scorer is now up to 34 points in 27 
games. You can help make him an All-Star here. 

 Also with multiple points in the contest, Jaccob 
Slavin found yet another new way to make team 
history Tuesday. Earning three assists on the 
team's four goals, #74 became the first Hurricanes 
defenseman with both a power play and a 
shorthanded assist in the same game since Tim 
Gleason did it during the 2007-08 season. 

 Althought he did not take part in morning skate, 
Frederik Andersen served as Antti Raanta's backup 
this evening. Andersen had been away from the 
team for the last week after testing positive on 
December 30, however, after the NHL amended 
their protocol rules on Wednesday, the stud 
netminder was able to return to his normal role in 
the tandem. Alex Lyon was on hand to serve as the 
team's emergency backup goaltender. 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 31, 2021 

 

 

Hurricanes score three on power play, one shorthanded to defeat Canadiens 

By Sean Farrell 

Recap: CAR 4, MTL 0 

Sebastian Aho had his sixth straight multipoint game, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes scored four goals on special teams 
in a 4-0 win against the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, on Thursday. 

Carolina scored three power-play goals and one 
shorthanded in its first game since Dec. 18. 

Teuvo Teravainen scored twice, and Jaccob Slavin had three 
assists for the Hurricanes (22-7-1), who had their previous 
four games postponed. 

"Well, obviously, the outcome is great," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "It was kind of what I thought it was going 
to look like. It wasn't great. We were certainly rusty with our 
decision-making and how quick we were making plays, lots 
of turnovers.  

"But at the end of the day, obviously our penalty kill was 
great (5-for-5) and our goaltender was nice. He made some 
big saves early to keep us in the game and the power play 
connected, so definitely a good win." 

Antti Raanta made 26 saves for his 14th NHL shutout, his 
first since Feb. 4, 2020, for the Arizona Coyotes in a 3-0 win 
against the Edmonton Oilers. 

"I was just trying to battle hard," Raanta said. "I wasn't trying 
to make all the saves as perfectly as it can be, I was just 
trying to keep the puck out of the net and I managed to do 
that. So the second period I started to feel more comfortable 
in the net again and we started to move better and be more 
comfortable and more in control." 

Sam Montembeault made 34 saves in his second straight 
start for the Canadiens (7-22-4), who lost their second 
straight after having four games postponed. 

"I thought we did good things 5-on-5, unfortunately we didn't 
score on any of the chances we had," Montreal coach 
Dominique Ducharme said. "If we look at it 5-on-5, it was 0-
0. Special teams made the difference in the game." 

Nino Niederreiter gave Carolina a 1-0 lead when he spun to 
his left in front of Montembeault to score on a rebound of 

Slavin's point shot for a power-play goal at 10:46 of the first 
period. Teravainen made it 2-0 at 13:29 with a shorthanded 
goal on a 2-on-1 pass from Aho. 

Teravainen then scored on a power play at 17:01 of the 
second to push the lead to 3-0. He one-timed Martin Necas' 
cross-ice pass past Montembeault's glove from the right 
face-off dot. 

Aho, who missed three games from Dec. 12-18 while in NHL 
COVID-19 protocol, got his second assist on the play to tie 
Kevin Dineen and Mike Rogers for the longest personal 
streak of multipoint games in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers 
history. Aho has scored 14 points (five goals, nine assists) in 
the run. 

Seth Jarvis scored Carolina's third power-play goal for a 4-0 
lead at 10:52 of the third period. 

"Special teams was huge for us tonight," Teravainen said. 
"Power play, nice goals, and the penalty kill was really good. 
There was a lot of penalties both ways, so that's usual. 
When you do good on those you win the games a lot of 
times." 

Canadiens forward Brendan Gallagher left after the second 
period. He is day to day with a lower-body injury, Ducharme 
said. Forward Jonathan Drouin was a late scratch because 
of a non-COVID illness. 

"Jonathan didn't feel well at all before the game," Ducharme 
said. "So he had a rapid test for COVID and that came up 
negative. He took the warmup but he didn't have any energy. 
We hope he's going to be OK for our next game (Saturday at 
the Florida Panthers). 

NOTES: Dineen scored 14 points (five goals, nine assists) 
from Dec. 28, 1988-Jan. 10, 1989, and Rogers scored 17 
points (four goals, 13 assists) from March 28-April 6, 1980. 
… Canadiens forward Brandon Baddock made his NHL 
debut and had six hits in 8:24. The 26-year-old was recalled 
from the taxi squad Tuesday. … Carolina forward Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi has scored six points (one goal, five assists) in a 
four-game point streak. … Carolina is 6-for-11 (54.5 percent) 
on the power play the past three games and 19-for-19 on the 
penalty kill the past six games. 
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Raanta, Teravainen help Hurricanes beat Canadiens in return 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Antti Raanta made 26 saves, Teuvo 
Teravainen scored two goals and the Carolina Hurricanes 
excelled on special teams in a 4-0 victory over the Montreal 
Canadiens on Thursday night. 

The Hurricanes scored three times on power plays and 
another time short-handed in their first game in nearly two 
weeks. 

“It was kind of what I thought it was going to look like,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Special teams were 
huge. I knew we’d struggle (with) 5-on-5 play because we 
had been out so long. The nature of the whole thing, I figured 
it would kind of look like that.” 

Raanta, usually the backup in his first season with the 
Hurricanes, had his first shutout since Feb. 4, 2020. He 
stopped nine shots in each of the first two periods. 

“I haven’t played in a couple of weeks, so it’s always a little 
tough to get all the saves as perfect as you want,” Raanta 
said. 

Nino Niederreiter and Seth Jarvis also scored, Jaccob Slavin 
had three assists and Sebastian Aho added two assists. 

The Hurricanes, who won for the seventh time in their last 
eight games, had seven skaters back since clearing COVID 
protocol. 

Montreal is 1-7-2 in its last 10 games. Sam Montembeault 
stopped 32 shots. 

The Canadiens have been blanked four times this season, 
including twice in their last six games. 

“We’re all trying to show that we belong,” Montreal center 
Nick Suzuki said. “I thought we all worked hard. They have a 
good team over there and we just didn’t put the puck in the 
net.”  

Niederreiter’s power-play goal opened the scoring shortly 
after the midway mark of the first period. Then, Teravainen 
converted on a short-handed breakaway, receiving a pass 
from Aho. 

Teravainen provided the only second-period scoring with a 
power-play goal. Jarvis posted his first goal in his last 12 
games in the third period. 

The Hurricanes hadn’t played since Dec. 18, with four games 
since then called off. They had five games in December 
scrapped. 

The Canadiens were in their second game since four games 
had been postponed, falling 5-4 in overtime Tuesday night at 
Tampa Bay. 

MORE POINTS 

Aho, the Carolina scoring leader, hadn’t played since Dec. 
11 as he had one the longest layoffs among players on the 
team. His two assists pushed his points total to 34, giving 
him six consecutive multi-point games. 

WHO’S HERE? 

Montreal has 13 players in COVID protocol after adding 
defensemen Louie Belpedio and Gianni Fairbrother prior to 
the game. 

It was the NHL debut for Montreal left winger Brandon 
Baddock. So there were several new line combinations for 
the Canadiens. 

“Try to find chemistry with different players,” Suzuki said. 
“You try to do your best.” 

Montreal’s situation was further complicated when Brendan 
Gallagher exited with a lower-body injury after less than 10 
minutes of ice time. 

“We don’t think right now it’s too serious,” coach Dominique 
Ducharme said. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen came out of Hurricanes protocol 
and was the backup. That left only defenseman Brendan 
Smith in the protocol among Carolina players. 

Jesper Fast also came out of the COVID protocol. That’s 
notable because he never missed a game during that time, 
so he’s one of six Hurricanes to play in all 30 games. 

QUITE A YEAR 

For 2021, the Hurricanes had the highest regular-season 
points percentage (.724) in the NHL. In 86 regular-season 
games in 2021, they were 58-19-9. 

That’s the best win percentage for any NHL team in any year 
with at least 40 games played since 2013. 

UP NEXT 

Canadiens: At Florida on Saturday. 

Hurricanes: At Columbus on Saturday. 
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Hurricanes visit the Blue Jackets after Teravainen’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (22-7-1, second in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Columbus Blue Jackets (15-13-1, seventh in the 
Metropolitan) 

Columbus, Ohio; Saturday, 1 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina visits the Columbus Blue Jackets 
after Teuvo Teravainen scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 
4-0 victory over the Canadiens. 

The Blue Jackets have gone 2-5-0 against division 
opponents. Columbus leads the Eastern Conference with 5.6 
assists per game, led by Jakub Voracek averaging 0.8. 

The Hurricanes are 3-2-0 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina is eighth in the NHL averaging 5.8 assists per 
game, led by Sebastian Aho with 0.7. 

In their last meeting on Oct. 23, Carolina won 5-1. Vincent 
Trocheck scored a team-high two goals for the Hurricanes in 
the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Vladislav Gavrikov leads the Blue 
Jackets with a plus-seven in 29 games this season. 

Alexandre Texier has four goals and four assists over the 
last 10 games for Columbus. 

Aho has 34 total points while scoring 15 goals and totaling 
19 assists for the Hurricanes. Teravainen has 11 points over 
the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blue Jackets: 3-6-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 
4.6 assists, 2.6 penalties and 5.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.6 goals per game with an .898 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.8 assists, 3.4 
penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving up 1.8 goals 
per game with a .928 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Blue Jackets: Joonas Korpisalo: out (covid-19), 
Gavin Bayreuther: out (covid-19), Eric Robinson: out (covid-
19), Oliver Bjorkstrand: out (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out (covid-19), Seth Jarvis: 
day to day (health protocols), Martin Necas: day to day 
(upper body), Brett Pesce: out (covid-19 protocols), 
Sebastian Aho: day to day (health protocols). 
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Top 10 NHL Scorers of 2021 

By Steven McGoey 

2021 was an unprecedented year for the NHL.  

After the start of the 2020-21 season was delayed, the 
league began an abbreviated schedule on Jan. 13, 2021 for 
a 56-game run with very few complications. The plan was to 
return to its normal 82-game schedule when the 2021-22 
season kicked off in October -- but that has already proven to 
be easier said than done. 

Despite the re-aligned divisions and ongoing COVID 
precautions, the league’s best players continued to play at 
their best, here is a look at the top-ten scorers across the 
league from the start of 2021 up to the COVID-induced 
pause at Christmas. 

1. Connor McDavid, Edmonton (GP: 85 G: 50 A: 104 P: 154) 

The Oilers superstar is the unanimous reigning Hart, Art 
Ross, and Ted Lindsay Trophy winner after posting a 
ludicrous 105 points over 56 games in the 2020-21 Canadian 
Division, 21 more than the league’s next highest scorer. 

His scoring hasn't dipped since the return to the Pacific 
Division, as he's currently tied with teammate Leon Draisaitl 
for the league lead in points with 49.  

Not only did McDavid put up 1.81 points per game across 
2021, but he was on the ice for 112 of the Oilers’ 178 even-
strength goals, highlighting how much they rely on him for 
offense. 

2. Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton (GP: 85 G: 54 A: 79 P: 133) 

The 2019-20 Art Ross, Hart, and Ted Lindsay Trophy winner 
picked up exactly where he left off in 2021, playing at a 
scoring pace rarely seen in the modern NHL, and one that 
only his teammate could best.  

The Cologne, DEU native continued to prove he can score 
goals as well as he sets them up, following his past 50 and 
43-goal seasons with 54 across 85 games in 2021, the 
second-highest in the league over that time.  

Draisaitl put up a league-best 28 power-play goals and his 
78 even-strength points were bested only by McDavid.  

At their current pace, both Draisaitl and McDavid are on pace 
for 139 points in the 2021-22 season, which would be the 
highest point total in a season since 1995-96 when Mario 
Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr posted 161 and 149 points 
respectively. 

3. Auston Matthews, Toronto (GP: 79 G: 61 A: 38 P: 99) 

Matthews continued to establish himself as the top goal 
scorer and one of the best players in the world in 2021, 

scoring 61 goals across 79 games, the only player to record 
more than 60 in the same time period. 

A remarkable 43 of Matthews’ goals came at even strength, 
he also scored 16 game-winning goals, both totals were 
league bests.  

The 24-year-old shoots the puck like no one else in the 
league, but he also shoots more often, leading the league 
with 343 shots.  

After off-season wrist surgery and a slow start to the season 
Matthews has been on a tear in 21-22, notching 20 goals in 
his first 27 games. 

4. Brad Marchand, Boston (GP: 74 G: 40 A: 56 P: 96) 

Marchand may not have been the name many would have 
guessed to be fourth on this list, but he continues to defy 
age-related projections, remaining remarkably consistent 
since first scoring over a point-per-game at age 28.  

The Halifax, NS., native turned 33 in May but has posted a 
rate of at least 1.20 points per game over the last four 
seasons and is on pace to make that five with 29 points in 
his first 21 games of the 21-22 season.  

In addition to his well-rounded offensive game, Marchand 
has established himself as one of the best penalty killers in 
the game. He is currently tied for the 16th most shorthanded 
goals of all time, five of those occurring in 2021. 

5. Mikko Rantanen, Colorado (GP: 76 G: 44 A: 52 P: 96) 

Rantanen finished above a point-per-game for the third time 
in his career and led the Avalanche in both goals and points 
in 2020-21.  

Rantanen, 25, has continued to produce for the injury-filled 
Avalanche no matter who is on his line, notching 30 points 
through 24 games in 2021-22. The Finnish winger scored 36 
power-play points in 2021, tied with Adam Fox for the most 
by anyone not named McDavid or Draisaitl.   

6. Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida (GP: 84 G: 30 A: 64 P: 94) 

One of the more under-the-radar superstar caliber players in 
the NHL, Huberdeau’s consistency and playmaking ability 
have kept him near the top of the league in scoring the past 
several seasons.  

The third overall pick in t2011 scored above a point-per-
game pace for the third straight season during the 56-game 
schedule and has followed it up nicely with 33 points in 29 
games in 21-22. 

Despite being denied the opportunity to make Canada’s 
2022 Olympic team Huberdeau should have ample 
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opportunity to display his skills on the NHL’s biggest stage in 
the playoffs, as the Panthers are one of the league’s top 
teams through Christmas. 

7. Artemi Panarin, NY Rangers (GP: 71 G: 26 A: 65 P: 91) 

After signing a high-profile seven-year $81.5 million dollar 
contract and finishing as an MVP-finalist in his first year in 
New York, Panarin continued to produce as advertised in 
2021.  

Despite missing some time with injury and taking a leave of 
absence to deal with what the Rangers called an 
“intimidation tactic,” Panarin remains one of the game's most 
dangerous players, scoring 1.28 points per game. 

The dynamic 30-year-old put up points at both even strength 
(60) and on the power play (31) despite often playing with a 
rotating cast of linemates and on a different line as Mika 
Zibanejad. 

8. Patrick Kane, Chicago (GP: 82 G: 22 A: 69 P: 91) 

Despite the inconsistent on-ice play and off-ice issues with 
the Chicago Blackhawks, Kane continued to put up above-
average point totals in 2021. 

The 2020-21 season was the tenth season Kane scored at 
least a point-per-game. 

A bottom ten team in goals scored across 2021, Kane was 
especially important to the Blackhawks offense, he scored 60 
even strength and 31 power-play points and was on the ice 
for 116 of Chicago's 228 goals.  

The Buffalo, NY, native has 25 points in 26 games to start 
the 21-22 season.  

9. Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado (GP: 65 G: 23 A: 66 P: 89) 

The least number of games played among players on this 
list, MacKinnon has encountered back luck with injuries in 
2021, including a bout with COVID.  

Despite that, he has remained a constant offensive threat 
and posted the third-highest points-per-game average 
league-wide in 2021 at 1.37. 2021 was his fourth straight 
season scoring above a point-per-game pace.  

Centering Gabriel Landeskog and Mikko Rantanen on what 
many consider to be the best line in hockey, MacKinnon is a 
threat to break a game open at any moment.  

The first overall pick in the 2013 entry draft only has three 
goals but has put up 24 points through 17 games in 21-22. 

10. Alex Ovechkin, Washington (GP: 76 G: 46 A: 43 P: 89) 

Ovechkin continues to prove that age is just a number, and 
that drinking soda on the bench may be the secret ingredient 
to scoring goals.  

Sitting third in league scoring in 2021-22 with 47 points at 
Christmas, the 36-year-old is having one of the best seasons 
of his storied career.  

Impressively, only 14 of Ovechkin’s 46 goals in 2021 have 
come on the power play. 

All eyes will continue to focus on Ovechkin as he approaches 
Wayne Gretzky’s all-time goal record, and with his current 
pace, he could get there sooner rather than later -- but 
COVID-19 keeps trying to get in the way. 

T-10. Sebastian Aho, Carolina (GP: 82 G: 39 A: 50 P: 89) 

The Carolina Hurricanes' top center and offensive play driver 
took another step forward in 2021 after a career year in 
2018-19. 

The Rauma, FIN, native scored at a 1.09 points-per-game 
pace in 2021, producing in all situations.  

Aho has cemented himself as a top-line NHL center and has 
had success offensively with any of the linemates he goes 
over the boards with. 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Montreal Canadiens: Game Preview 

By Alec Sawyer  

Montreal Canadiens (7-21-4) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (21-7-
1) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 30 
Thursday, December 30, 2021 — 7:00 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

In the words of the great Etta James: At last, My love has 
come along, My lonely days are over. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will play hockey once again 
Thursday night, 12 days since they last laced up the skates 
against another team. The good news for the Canes is that 
the roster is mostly back, as Frederik Andersen, Brendan 
Smith and Jesper Fast remain on the COVID protocol list 
that at one time had 12 people on it for the Canes.  

A refresher on how things were going for the Hurricanes: 
Carolina is on a two-game winning streak and has won six of 
its last seven games. In the month of December (which was 
originally supposed to feature 14 games) the Canes are 6-2-
0. 

Thursday they will welcome in the Canadiens, who are, well, 
bad. Montreal has just seven wins on the season. The Habs 
are coming off an overtime loss to the Lightning Tuesday, 
and they’ve won just one of their eight games in the month of 
December.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Canadiens 

Record 21-7-1 7-21-4 

Goals/Game 3.28 2.19 

Goals Against/Game 2.14 3.56 

Shots/Game 32.97 29.47 

Face Off Win % 54.4% 48.0% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.5% (10th) 12.0% (32nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.7% (2nd) 72.7% (29th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.58% 48.37% 

ES PDO 101.79 98.00 

PIM/Game 09:22 09:18 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Sam Montembeault 

Record 16-5-0 1-4-2 

Save % .930 .892 

GAA 1.93 3.83 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Cayden Primeau 

Record 4-2-1 1-2-0 

Save % .907 .904 

GAA 2.37 3.64 

*A note on the tables: Obviously Frederik Andersen is still in 
protocol, and Alex Lyon is on the taxi squad, but it’s easier 
said than done to change it up there. Lyon is 1-0-0 with a 
2.00 GAA and .931 Save %. 

Game Notes 

 The Canes are 11-3-2 in their last 16 games against 
the Habs, including a 4-1 victory back in October.  

 All time, Carolina holds a 76-103-20-7 record 
against Montreal and a 40-30-5-7 mark since 
relocation. 

 Let’s talk about Jesperi Kotkaniemi. He’s recorded a 
point in three straight games, and he’s got one 
career goal in one career game against Montreal. 
Kotkaniemi has as many goals this season as the 
Canadiens do wins, by the way. 

 Tony DeAngelo is two assists away from 100 in his 
NHL career. 

 The Hurricanes are 57-19-9 in regular season 
games in 2021, as they head into their final one 
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Thursday night. That’s already the most wins and 
points (123) in a single calendar year in franchise 
history. 

 

Raanta, special teams excellence shoot Canes past Habs 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes returned from a 12-day break 
Thursday with a commanding 4-0 win over the Montreal 
Canadiens in PNC Arena, one that featured strong play all 
around for the home team. 

The story of the win for the Canes was special teams 
excellence, as none of Carolina’s four goals came at even 
strength. The Hurricanes went 3 for 5 on the power play, 
getting man-advantage goals from Nino Niederreiter, Teuvo 
Teravainen and Seth Jarvis.  

Teravainen also had a shorthanded tally, with the Canes 
successfully killing off five penalties on the night. Jaccob 
Slavin also had a big night on the stat sheet, collecting three 
assists.  

An obvious part of that penalty kill was Antti Raanta in the 
Hurricanes’ net, as Raanta posted his first shutout as a 
member of the Hurricanes with a 26-save effort. In 
Montreal’s net, Sam Montembeault stopped 32 of 36 shots 
faced.  

The start of this game was, well, expectedly rough. The 
teams combined for two shots over the first eight minutes, as 
the puck was bouncing and everybody looked rusty. 

Things finally shifted thanks to a Montreal penalty, as Alex 
Belzile hooking penalty sent the Canes to the man 
advantage. Carolina worked a good power play, possessing 
the puck and getting some looks on net.  

It finally paid off on the scoresheet in the last 20 seconds of 
the advantage, as Niederreiter did the good work in front of 
net to get the Canes out to a 1-0 lead. Slavin fired a shot into 
danger, with a good screen and tip from Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
and Niederreiter was there to clean up the rebound. 

Montreal got its first turn at the power play a few minutes 
later, but it was Carolina that took advantage of that. The 

Canes got a good bounce and a good break for Sebastian 
Aho and Teravainen, with Aho feeding a nice pass across to 
his countryman for a beautiful wrister to make it 2-0. 

Carolina killed off two more penalties late in the first period 
(and early in the second), as the whistles kept blowing. 
Raanta made a couple of big scrambling saves late in the 
first 20 to keep the Habs off the board.  

The penalties continued into the second period, as the 
whistle blew to send someone to the box four more times. A 
Montreal power play was ended early as Jake Evans was 
called for hooking, and Carolina made the most of its 
shortened power play after an Ian Cole penalty came to an 
end.  

The Canes dominated possession of the puck, with Necas 
lacing a beautiful cross-ice pass to Teravainen, whose shot 
was gloved by Montembeault. A few seconds later, though, 
Teravainen wouldn’t be denied, as another glorious pass 
from Necas to Teravainen was finished for his second goal of 
the night to put the Canes up 3-0. 

The first 10 minutes or so of the final frame flew by, with 
nothing really happening on either end other than a few good 
saves from Raanta. But then the whistle blew again, as 
Carolina got another power play and took advantage of it 
again. 

Just 17 seconds into the power play Jarvis unleashed a 
nasty wrister, beating Montembeault with a picture-perfect 
snipe to put the Canes up 4-0. 

The Canes killed another penalty down the stretch, seeing 
out the impressive win highlighted by exceptional, 
exceptional special teams play.  

Next up for the Hurricanes is a New Year’s Day tilt in 
Columbus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Teravainen, Raanta on 4-0 win over Canadiens 
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By Alec Sawyer  

In their return to action after a 12-day break, the Carolina 
Hurricanes overwhelmed the Montreal Canadiens Thursday 
night in a 4-0 home win to close out 2021.  

The Canes scored all four goals on special teams, going 3 
for 5 on the power play with goals from Nino Niederreiter, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Seth Jarvis. Teravainen added a 
shorthanded goal, as the Canes went 5 for 5 on the penalty 
kill. 

Antti Raanta made 26 saves to grab his first shutout with the 
Canes, while Jaccob Slavin picked up three assists in the 
win. 

Following the victory, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Teravainen and Raanta spoke with media about the win: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the team’s performance: Obviously the outcome is great. 
It’s kind of what I thought it was going to look like. It wasn’t 
great. We were certainly rusty with our decision making and 
how quick we were making plays. A lot of turnovers. But at 
the end of the day, obviously our penalty kill was great. Our 
goaltender was nice. He made some big saves early to keep 
us in the game, and then the power play connected. 
Definitely a good win. 

On the special teams: Right. That’s obviously the game 
tonight. Special teams were huge. I knew we would struggle 
with the 5-on-5 play because we’ve been out so long. We 
had guys not doing much, some of the guys were dealing 
with their COVID things. The nature of the whole thing, I 
figured it would kind of look like that. But it was a good win. 

On Aho and Teravainen linking up for the shorthanded goal: 
The last couple years we have put them together on the kill. 
Number one, they kill the penalty. They’re good penalty 
killers. When they have a chance, they obviously have that 
chemistry. You don’t have to tell them to look to score. That’s 
in their nature. 

Teuvo Teravainen 

On getting back to hockey with a win: It’s been kind of weird 
times. We haven’t played in a long time. It was just good to 
get back. The home crowd was awesome. It was pretty 
special. 

On the special teams: Special teams was huge for us 
tonight. The power play had some nice goals, and the 
penalty kill was good. There were a lot of penalties both 
ways. So usually when you do good on those, you win the 
game a lot of times. 

On Slavin contributing on the power play: He’s just so good 
all over the ice. He can do everything. I’m not really 
surprised.  

On Raanta’s performance: It’s really nice. I’m so happy for 
him. He’s been so good for us. And now with [Frederik 
Andersen] out, it’s just awesome for him to step up and play 
a good game for us. 

On if it feels like the worst of their COVID issues are behind 
them: Yeah, a lot of guys had it now. I feel like we’ve got six 
or seven guys who haven’t gotten it now. I’m one of those 
guys. You just never know at this point. You’ve just got to be 
careful and hope we can continue to play. 

Antti Raanta 

On the team’s overall performance: I think the first period felt 
a little bit like we were trying to get ourselves going. 
Obviously we got a couple important goals there, and that 
kind of gave us that confidence going into the second period. 
We did a lot of good things. We put the pucks deep like we 
wanted to. We played at their end. We created some really 
good looks. Obviously the PK and PP was really strong. 
That’s pretty much what you need in this league to get the 
win, and we got those. I’m really happy how all the guys 
played today. Now it’s a little bit easier. We’ve got that one 
game under our belt again, and we can get ourselves going.  

On how he felt personally: Obviously the start of the game 
was pretty slow. For a goalie, there’s not much happening. 
The last couple minutes of the first period they started to put 
the puck to the net. A couple chaos situations there. We 
managed to handle those. I felt in the second period when 
there was that two-rebound save, that kind of felt like I was 
on top of my game. I felt pretty good. There’s still a couple 
shots where I could probably handle the puck better, but I 
haven’t played in a couple of weeks. It’s always a little bit 
tough to get all the saves as perfect as you want. We just 
tried to battle. I was fortunate to get the shutout today. It’s 
pretty special, especially playing at home. Getting the win, 
getting the shutout. You never think about those too much, 
but the last four minutes when they got the power play at the 
end, that was pretty much where I was like ‘oh no, now 
they’re going to score.’ But our PK was so good today that 
they didn’t even have a chance. 

On Seth Jarvis playing Santa for his family: He was really 
good. My daughter is almost 5, and that went so well for her. 
She was so happy about having the Santa Claus. We were 
first thinking about me to do that, but then my wife told me 
not to ruin that for my daughter. Seth took the job, and he 
was really good. He did an awesome job. My daughter still 
believes in Santa, so that’s a win for us for sure.  

On how tough the first period was and on how he stays 
focused when it’s slow: I think for me my mindset was just 
trying to battle. I was just trying to see the shots, do whatever 
it takes to make a save. Obviously all the saves weren’t the 
most perfect, but I was managing to keep the puck out of the 
net. Sometimes that’s how it is. Sometimes you just have to 
battle through some sluggish periods where you don’t really 
get those easy saves you want. It’s not always that easy, but 
when you have the team in front of you who blocks the shots 
and is always there for the rebounds and helping you out, 
that obviously helps you. I was just trying to battle hard. I 
wasn’t trying to make all the saves as perfect as they can be. 
I was just trying to keep the puck out of the net, and I 
managed to do that. The second period I started to feel more 
comfortable in the net again and started to move better. I 
think the saves started to be more comfortable and more in 
control. 
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Canes annihilate Montreal, wrap up 2021 with 4-0 win.  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

After several postponements across the NHL gave the 
Carolina Hurricanes a 12-day hiatus, the Canes beat the 
Montreal Canadiens 4-0 in PNC Arena on Thursday, Dec. 
30. 

Carolina (22-7-1) played a complete 60 minutes, taking an 
initial 1-0 lead midway through the first period and never 
giving the Habs room to make it a competitive contest. Right 
wing Nino Niederreiter scored the game-opener, but left wing 
Teuvo Teräväinen provided two important goals in the first 
two periods to pad the Canes' lead and give goaltender Antti 
Raanta some breathing room. 

Raanta held his own anyway, stopping 26 Canadien (7-22-4) 
shots for his first shutout as a Carolina Hurricane. 

"I was fortunate enough to get the shutout today," Raanta 
said. "It's pretty special, especially playing at home, getting 
the win and getting the shutout. You never think about those 
too much, but in the last four minutes when [Montreal] got 
that power play, that's pretty much where I was 'Oh no, no, 
no; now are they going to score?' But our PK was so, so 
good today.” 

The Canes exerted control on every facet of the game, 
including special teams. Carolina converted on three of its 
five power plays and punctuated its scoring prowess with a 
short-handed goal by Teräväinen in the first. 

Montreal, on the other hand, couldn't get much going on five 
power play shifts of its own. The Canes' penalty kill unit, 
which ranks second in the league, ensured that the Habs 
had no chance of creeping back into the game. 

"At the end of the day, obviously the penalty kill was great," 
said head coach Rod Brind'Amour. "Our goaltending was 
nice. He made some great saves early to keep us in the 
game, and our power play connected. [It was] definitely a 
good win." 

Carolina owned the faceoff circle as well, winning the puck 
71.7% of the time. This dominance in the circle allowed the 
Hurricanes to control the puck throughout the night and keep 
Montreal off the board. 

The Canes hit the road to start 2022 with a matchup against 
the Blue Jackets in Columbus on Jan. 1. Puck drops at 1 
p.m. 

 

 

Wolves postponed this weekend 

The American Hockey League announced Thursday that due 
to league COVID-19 protocols affecting the Chicago Wolves 
and the Rockford IceHogs, their games scheduled for Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday have been postponed. 

The Wolves were scheduled to travel to Rockford at 6 p.m. 
Friday, then host the IceHogs at 7 p.m. Saturday in the 
inaugural Chicago New Year’s Classic, presented by Planet 
Fitness. Grand Rapids was slated to visit Allstate Arena at 3 
p.m. Sunday. The teams plan to reschedule these games, 
but dates have not been set. 

The Wolves, who have won a franchise-record-tying 12 
games in a row, will next have their chance to set the team 
record Friday, Jan. 7, at Rockford. 

Wolves fans who hold tickets for the games on Jan. 1-2 can 
exchange them for another game. The Wolves return to 
Allstate Arena on Saturday, Jan. 8, when they host the Iowa 
Wild at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 9, when they host the 
Cleveland Monsters at 3 p.m. For more information, please 
contact your Wolves ticket representative here or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256953577.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-canadiens/c-329284300 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-raanta-canes-shoutout-canadiens-in-return-to-play/c-329324598 
https://www.nhl.com/news/montreal-canadiens-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-329232856 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-montreal-canadiens-canada-91fc7f589bcb8af03cbab55b07c0f0c0 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-ohio-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-5b59b494b7b94bb49a6d1a7baadea734 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/top-10-nhl-scorers-of-2021 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/30/22859741/carolina-hurricanes-vs-montreal-canadiens-game-preview 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/30/22860725/raanta-special-teams-excellence-shoot-canes-past-habs 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/30/22860844/they-said-it-brindamour-teravainen-raanta-on-4-0-win-over-canadiens 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-annihilate-montreal-wrap-up-2021-with-4-0-win/article_1d9183ca-69ec-11ec-a0f2-

7774449da1e1.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2021/12/30/wolves-postponed-this-weekend/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ special teams too much for Canadiens 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes had to wonder if their next hockey game might 
be in 2022. 

The NHL keeps adding new names to the league’s COVID protocol list, 
and games continue to be postponed. The Canes were scheduled to host 
the Montreal Canadiens on Thursday, but the Habs had 13 players in the 
COVID protocol and others injured or sick, leading to some uncertainty 
about the game being played at PNC Arena. 

But the game was played and the Canes had all the answers and 
certainly more skill and experience, winning 4-0 behind goalie Antti 
Raanta. Teuvo Teravainen had a power-play goal and also scored 
shorthanded, Nino Niederreiter and Seth Jarvis added power-play scores 
and Raanta took care of things around the crease in the Canes’ first 
game since Dec. 18. 

“It was kind of what I thought it would look like. It wasn’t pretty,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were certainly rusty with our decision-
making and how quick we were making plays. Lot of turnovers. But 
obviously our penalty kill was great and our goaltender made some big 
saves early to keep us in the game, and the power play obviously 
connected. Definitely a good win.” 

Raanta, who had 26 saves, notched his first shutout of the season and 
the 14th of his career in being named the game’s first star. He had Canes 
fans chanting his name by game’s end. 

“The start of the game was pretty slow as a goalie, with not much 
happening,” said Raanta, who made his first start since Dec. 12. “The 
last couple of minutes in the first period they started to put the pucks to 
the net and a couple of chaos situations there. But we managed to 
handle those and I thought the second period ... I was on top of my 
game. 

“I was fortunate enough to get the shutout and it’s pretty special, 
especially playing at home and getting the win.” 

It might have been the biggest mismatch the Canes have had in years, 
all because of the pandemic and Montreal injuries. Carolina (22-7-1), with 
eight players returning from COVID protocol, had a nearly intact lineup — 
goalie Frederik Andersen, coming off the protocol list, served as the 
backup Thursday. 

The Canes, tentative at first, did not get a shot on net for the first six 
minutes of the game. But they used their special teams to crank up the 
pace and intensity against the Habs, who lost forward Brendan Gallagher 
to a lower-body injury in the game. 

“I knew we’d struggle, just the five-on-five play, because we’ve been out 
so long,” Brind’Amour said. 

Niederreiter scored his fifth goal in the past eight games on a first-period 
power play. Getting position in front of the net, he banged in a rebound 
after a Jaccob Slavin shot from the point that Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
deflected. 
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Then, it was Tervainen’s turn on the penalty kill. Sebastian Aho and 
Teravainen, dangerous when paired shorthanded, were off on a two-on-
one after a Slavin breakout pass, Aho finding Teravainen for the one-
timer for a 2-0 lead in the first. 

“You don’t have to tell them to look to score, because that’s in their 
nature,” Brind’Amour said. 

It was the Canes’ second shorthanded goal of the season, both by 
Teravainen, who had the first “shorty” Dec. 4 against Buffalo. 

The Habs (7-22-4), beaten in overtime by Tampa Bay on Tuesday, tested 
Raanta and had their power-play chances. But the Canes killed off 
penalties with precision as Montreal was 0-5 on the power play, sealing 
Raanta’s shutout bid by killing off a late Tony DeAngelo penalty in the 
third. 

Teravainen’s power-play goal in the second period came after a Jake 
Evans hooking penalty that negated a Montreal power play. Teravainen 
was stopped once as Habs goalie Sam Montembault made a sliding 
save, but Teravainen was given a second chance and did not miss — the 
winger now has nine goals this season. 

It was the first time in Teravainen’s career that he had power-play and 
shorthanded goals in the same game. 

Jarvis’ power-play score came in the third period as Slavin earned his 
third assist of the game, matching a career high. Aho had a pair of 
assists, and Kotkaniemi a point and a career-high six hits against the 
team that failed to match the Canes’ offer sheet to him in late August. 

This story was originally  

Published December 30, 2021 9:39 PM. 

News Observer LOADED: 12.31.2021 
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Blue Jackets shake off rust, upend Nashville Predators in shootout 

 

Brian Hedger, The Columbus Dispatch9-12 minutes 12/31/2021 

 

Alexandre Texier ties it late, scores high-skill goal in shootout decided by 
Gustav Nyquist in the fifth round. 

It wasn’t a work of art, but it didn’t need to be.  

After not playing in two weeks because of a COVID-19 outbreak, the 
Blue Jackets weren’t looking for style points Thursday against the 
Nashville Predators. The only points they needed were the two they 
notched with a 4-3 shootout victory at Nationwide Arena that included a 
couple style points thrown in for good measure.  

Boone Jenner, Patrik Laine and Alexandre Texier scored in regulation for 
the Blue Jackets, including Texier’s tying goal to make it 3-3 with 6:27 left 
in the third period. Elvis Merzlikins earned the win in net with 31 saves 
plus three more in the five-round shootout, which included goals by 
Texier and Gustav Nyquist against Nashville goalie David Rittich.  

“I think there was a stretch before this game where we only had a couple 
wins in like 10 games, so it was obviously big,” said Laine, who played 
for the first time since straining an oblique Nov. 3 and scored to put the 
Blue Jackets up 2-1 just 24 seconds into the second period. “We made a 
nice comeback in the third and hopefully we can build off this game.”  

Michael McCarron, Nick Cousins and former Blue Jackets center Ryan 
Johansen scored for the Predators (19-11-2), who got 26 saves from 
Rittich in the finale of a back-to-back they started Wednesday with a 5-3 
loss at the Washington Capitals. 

Nashville took a 3-2 lead late in the second on back-to-back goals 35 
seconds apart by Nick Cousins and Ryan Johansen, but Texier pulled 
Columbus even in the third. The Blue Jackets outshot the Predators 4-1 
in overtime, but couldn’t take advantage of an OT power play before the 
game went to the shootout.  

Nashville built a 26-13 shot advantage in the first two periods, controlling 
the bulk of action, but the third period belonged to Columbus with a 12-7 
edge in shots and Texier’s goal.  

“Guys were trying,” coach Brad Larsen said. “It was just hard to really get 
anything going offensively, so by the third there, I thought we finally 
found a little pace to our game and some competitiveness – which was 
lacking in the first two periods. I thought we played a much better third 
period and overtime.”  

Blue Jackets' Patrik Laine scores goal, savors win on emotional night 

Laine hadn’t played in two months because of his injury and had to 
convince Larsen he was ready to play with multiple talks before and after 
practices this week.  

He’d also mourned the death of his father, Harri, during the time he was 
out and just wanted to get back to doing what he does best – playing 
hockey. His father was on his mind before driving to the arena and the 
sound of Laine’s voice following the game told its own story of how 
emotional it was for him to play again.  

“That was probably one of the only games my dad’s never seen me play, 
so it was definitely emotional before the game, at home, before I (came) 
here,” he said. “I was just trying to make him proud. I know he always 
wished for me to work hard every time I go out there and that was kind of 
my mentality today. It was nice to be back.”  

Along with his goal, Laine led all players with seven shots and 14 
attempted shots. His goal was his fourth of the season in 10 games 
played. Whatever he said to larsen must’ve been convincing and strongly 
stated. Laine even issued a tongue-in-cheek apology to Larsen at the 
morning skate, after hounding his coach about playing all week.  

“(I’m) thankful for letting me play,” Laine said. “I’ve been dying to get on 
the ice with the boys and play again. Obviously, it’s fun to get this 
opportunity to play again and … sorry ‘Lars’ for being all over you for this, 
but it will be worth it.”  

Laine made good on those words.  

“He came to me the day before the game and he said it … he said, ‘I 
won’t let you down,’ and he didn’t,” Larsen said. “I’m really proud of him, 
because this kid’s been through a lot this year. He has. He had a heck of 
a game ... I’m really happy for him. He was dying to play and he played a 
heck of a game.”  

Patrik Laine rusty on one-timers in return for Blue Jackets 

Following the morning skate, Laine was asked if it was difficult to get his 
booming shot dialed into its most accurate level after such a long time 
off.  

“No, it’s like riding a bike,” he said. “You’re always going to remember 
how to do it. It’ll take a couple reps probably. In the practices, I’ve been 
feeling good … and it shouldn’t be an issue.”  

Turned out it was an issue.  

Laine missed the net four times with one-time blasts, including three 
during the Blue Jackets’ overtime power play. Jakub Voracek and Zach 
Werenski kept feeding him setup passed and the puck kept sailing wide 
of the left post from the left faceoff circle.  

Laine couldn’t help jabbing himself about it.  

“I think I jinxed myself this morning when (a reporter) asked me about it,” 
he said, smirking. “I said it wasn’t going to take any time to hit the net, but 
I guess I was lying and I think I need to work on my accuracy a little bit 
(in practice). I think had probably 15 attempts during that OT and 
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probably one or two of them hit the net. That’s not good enough, so I’ve 
definitely got to work on that.”  

He also got a good-natured chirp off about Voracek, who set up Laine’s 
goal with a nice feed to the front of the net. It was the 22nd assist of the 
season for Voracek, who has one goal and leads the NHL with 18th 
primary assists.  

“I wish Jake would shoot those every now and then, but I was kind of 
expecting him to pass it back and it worked out,” Laine said, laughing. 
“And that’s why he has 10 goals in his career and 1,000 assists. So, he 
knows what he’s doing.”  

Alexandre Texier impresses with more key goals for Blue Jackets 

Starting the season, Texier struggled to make a dent while centering the 
top line. After moving to the right wing on a checking line with Eric 
Robinson and center Sean Kuraly, he began to shine and get more 
comfortable with the puck on his stick.  

The result is what he’s now showing while becoming one of the Jackets’ 
top impact forwards. He’s scoring goals, creating scoring chances, 
breaking up plays defensively and even killing penalties.  

Texier has also scored memorable goals, including a shorthanded 
dazzler in Las Vegas and his tying goal in this game – scored after he 
picked off a pass in the Nashville zone. That’s not to mention his goal in 
the shootout, which he scored with the same “magic wand” move the 
French forward successfully unveiled last season against the Florida 
Panthers.  

Texier pulled it out of his bag of tricks Sunday in a shootout to end 
practice, beating rookie Daniil Tarasov with a shovel between the pads, 
so it wasn’t surprising to see him go to the well again.  

This time he beat Rittich for just the second shootout goal of his NHL 
career on three attempts. Both were scored with a move that has yet to 
earn a nickname  

“There’s no name,” Texier said, smiling. “It’s a secret.”  

The secret might now be out with NHL goalies.  

“I won’t do it again if I don’t have confidence (it will work),” he said. “I just 
went there and it was open, so I did it once (last year) … why not two?”  

Larsen was impressed, even if he’s doubtful it will work again.   

“Goalies Watch video too, so this might be two-and-done,” Larsen said. “I 
don’t know if he’ll get a third, but I’ll never say ‘never.’ It’s a confident 
move. He trusts it obviously. It’s not an easy move either. I’m sure kids 
will be trying it now to see if they can pull it off. We need to get a name 
for it now. Maybe someone else has done it. They might call it ‘The Tex,’ 
I’m not sure.”  

Blue Jackets' Boone Jenner returns from COVID list with goal, assist  

Jenner was one of the first three Blue Jackets to be placed on the NHL’s 
COVID protocols list when he, Jack Roslovic and Gabriel Carlsson began 
their quarantines Dec. 19 – three days after returning from a loss in 
Edmonton to conclude a three-game road trip.  

He didn’t get out of the isolation until Wednesday, which meant the 
captain only got one full practice plus Thursday’s morning skate to get his 
body back up to speed. Jenner said he used a stationary bike and “some 
weights” to keep himself in shape during quarantine and it looks like that 
work paid off.  

Jenner didn’t look like he’d only practiced a couple times in two weeks, 
scoring the Jackets’ first goal to tie the Predators 1-1 just 6:26 into the 
game. Parking himself in front of Nashville’s net, he tipped a shot by 
Vladislav Gavrikov past Rittich for his team-leading 12th goal.  

Jenner struggled in the faceoff circle, an area where he usually 
dominates, but added a second point with a secondary assist on Laine’s 
goal to put Columbus up 2-1 just 24 seconds into the second.   

“It felt good to get some game action after a couple of weeks,” said 
Jenner, who had a cut over his right eye from an errant elbow early in the 
game. “You want to get into it early, get the legs into it, so I just felt better 
as the game went along and it was for our whole team too.”  

Gregory Hofmann leaves team for personal reason  

Gregory Hofmann was a healthy scratch and a representative of the 
team’s public relations department said he’s not with the team for 
personal reasons. No specifics were given about the situation and it’s 
unclear when the first-year Swiss forward will return.  

Hoffman has two goals, five assists and seven points in 24 games. He 
skated in all four practices Sunday through Wednesday. 
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Blue Jackets hope extended break was reset, not setback 

 

Brian Hedger, The Columbus Dispatch 12/30/2021 

 

Thursday game against Nashville Predators is first for Columbus since 
Dec. 16 in Edmonton, ending an unexpected two-week hiatus that could 
be good or bad for playoff hopes. 

It’s a stretch that could play a major role in the Blue Jackets’ season.  

After not playing for two weeks and getting just four practices plus a 
morning skate to prepare, the Jackets return to action Thursday night at 
Nationwide Arena against the Nashville Predators. It might be a key reset 
point after a 2-7-1 record in 10 games before an extended break caused 
by COVID-19 or it might spark the end of a young team’s unlikely playoff 
aspirations.  

It might also be a mirage if the NHL’s ongoing COVID surge results in 
another leaguewide pause. The entire situation is fluid, changing on a 
daily basis, and all the Blue Jackets can do is lace up their skates for a 
game — something they haven’t done since Dec. 16 in Edmonton.  

“If we come out and win eight of 10 (games), yeah I love it, I think it’d be 
great,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said of his team’s extra down 
time. “If we win two out of 10, then I’m gonna hate it. As far as the grind, 
we were on the road a lot (before the pause), I can tell you that, and it’s 
hard. It’s traveling city to city and we weren’t home much at all. That’s 
just how the schedule developed, so it was a grind.”  

It was also unique.  

The Blue Jackets played eight road games in 21 days after Thanksgiving 
and dealt with the onset of the NHL’s outbreak on top of it. A five-game 
trip earlier this month was supposed to be the longest of the season, but 
was cut to three because of postponements caused by the pandemic.  

The NHL also shut down the Jackets' facilities for a week, began a 
scheduled holiday break early for all 32 teams and postponed a slew of 
games to help fight the spread — including six Blue Jackets games.  

Now it’s time for teams to get back into their schedules and grind.  

That means the next eight games in 17 days for the Jackets, assuming 
their schedule remains the same in January. 

“The schedule was busy (before), so I’m hoping this reset is good,” 
Larsen said. “I’m hoping they get re-energized and these extra practice 
days we’ve been able to get will help, but again … you come off a big 
layoff, we’ve got some guys still out, so we’re going to wait and see.”  

Only two players remain on the Jackets’ protocols list, forward Oliver 
Bjorkstrand and defenseman Gavin Bayreuther. Isolations ended this 
week for captain Boone Jenner, center Jack Roslovic, defenseman 
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Gabriel Calsson, defenseman Andrew Peeke, forward Eric Robinson and 
goalie Joonas Korpisalo. 

Korpisalo and Robinson returned Thursday, while the other four were 
able to get at least one or two full practices. 

“Nobody really saw it coming,” Jenner said of the long pause in play. “It’s 
been two weeks since we’ve had that game (in Edmonton), so it gave us 
some time to reflect as a group, get some practices together and work on 
some different things that are going to help us. These points are getting 
big here, obviously, so we’re just looking forward to getting back into the 
games.”  

Blue Jackets gets Joonas Korpisalo, Eric Robinson back from COVID-19 
protocols list  

Thursday’s test results for the Blue Jackets didn’t result in any positives 
among players, which was a relief for Larsen trying to fill out a lineup to 
face the Predators.  

Among those slated for action were Jenner, Peeke, Roslovic, Carlsson, 
Patrik Laine, Adam Boqvist, Emil Bemstom and forward Jakub Voracek – 
all of whom were questionable at some point during the week.  

Laine and Boqvist required activation off injured reserve, which 
happened shortly after the morning skate concluded. Elvis Merzlikins will 
start in net with rookie Daniil Tarasov on the bench.  

Bjorkstrand and Bayreuther might also be nearing the end of their 
isolations after the NHL and NHL Players’ Association agreed to adapt 
the league’s protocols to reflect a recommendation made by the CDC on 
Tuesday to cut quarantine lengths from 10 to five days for those who are 
asymptomatic or showing minute levels of the virus in their system.  

Blue Jackets prospects impress at world junior championship  

The International Ice Hockey Federation canceled the men’s world junior 
championships because of a COVID-19 outbreak, but the Blue Jackets 
had some prospects play well during the handful of games that were 
played.  

Kent Johnson scored a power-play goal in Canada’s rout of Austria on 
Tuesday, defenseman Stanislav Svozvil scored a jaw-dropping goal for 
Czechia Sunday in a tournament-opening loss to Canada and 
defenseman Samuel Knazko notched an assist in two games for 
Slovakia.  

Johnson was selected fifth overall and Svozil was the Jackets’ third-
round pick in the 2021 draft, held in July, while Knazko was a third-round 
pick in 2020. Czechia also had forward Martin Rysavy, a seventh-round 
pick in 2021.   

Svozil and Rysavy helped the Blue Jackets go 4-0-0 in this year’s 
Traverse City NHL Prospects Tournament before both participated in 
their first NHL training camp in Columbus. Both are playing at the junior 
level in the Western Hockey League along with Knazko, who joined the 
Seattle Thunderbirds mid-season after starting out with the TPS system 
in Finland.  

Johnson is playing his sophomore season for Michigan in the college 
ranks and is tied for the team lead in points (23) with defenseman Owen 
Power, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2021 draft by the Buffalo Sabres. 
Johnson has four goals and 19 assists in 17 games.  

Fatherhood shows Blue Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins new side of 
Christmas  

Merzlikins was thrilled with the Christmas presents his wife, Aleksandra, 
got him this year, but the goalie realized this year which member of his 
household has the most pull in that department.  

His infant son, Knox, was showered with gifts during his first Christmas.  

“First time in my life that I realize there is majority of gifts for my son, not 
for me,” Merzlikins said, smiling. “Everything I was putting under the tree, 
it was just ‘Knox, Knox, Knox, Knox, Knox,’ and then in the middle it was 

maybe a little Elvis, and then, ‘Knox, Knox, Knox, Knox.’ Not jealous. Just 
saying …”  

As for Elvis?  

“My wife did a good job while I was away all this month,” said Merzlikins, 
who spent the holiday week with his wife, son and in-laws visiting from 
Europe. “She got a little bored, so I got 10 gifts. That was a lot. But it was 
an awesome Christmas. I’m really happy … it was really nice and a nice 
week.” 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 12.31.2021 

1230748 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets rally to win on emotional night for Patrik Laine: 5 
observations 

 

Aaron Portzline 12/31/2021 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 4-3 
shootout win over the Nashville Predators on Thursday in Nationwide 
Arena: 

1. An emotional night 

When Patrik Laine rejoined the Blue Jackets earlier this month after 
attending his father’s funeral in Finland, he spoke openly and with raw 
emotion about how Harri Laine never missed one of his games despite 
the time difference. 

To watch Laine play his first game since Nov. 3 on Thursday was to 
witness a player on a mission. 

“That was probably one of the only games my dad has never seen me 
play,” Laine said, “so it was definitely emotional, even before the game, 
at home before I left to come here. I tried to make him proud. 

“I know he always wished for me to work hard every time I go out there. 
That was my mentality. It was nice to be back.” 

Laine scored his fourth goal of the season only 24 seconds into the 
second period, giving the Blue Jackets a 2-1 lead. But he was the Blue 
Jackets’ most noticeable player all night, throwing his hulking frame 
around and dialing up his trademark one-timer. 

In a sense, he was just being true to his word. 

Special kepi for a special comeback    pic.twitter.com/biU1xM56GI 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) December 31, 2021 

Laine has been in coach Brad Larsen’s ear since the Blue Jackets 
returned to practice Sunday after a long layoff for COVID-19. He wanted 
to play in Tuesday’s game versus Chicago before that game was 
postponed, but that was a no-go for Larsen. 

“I told him, ‘(The reason) I’m not playing you is not to punish you; I want 
you to succeed,'” Larsen said. “It was gonna be one practice and then 
into a game (versus Chicago), and that just wasn’t enough for me.” 

The Chicago cancelation gave the Blue Jackets three more days of 
practice for Laine to plead his case. 

“He came to me (Wednesday) and he said it: ‘I won’t let you down,'” 
Larsen said. “And he didn’t. I’m really proud of him. This kid’s been 
through a lot this year. He had a heck of a game for a guy who hasn’t 
played. 

“He had a great work ethic. He had the game on his stick a couple of 
times. I’m happy for him. He was dying to play, and he played a heck of a 
game.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 31, 2021 

 

Laine finished with 14 shot attempts, including seven on goal. In overtime 
alone, which included a four-on-three power play for Columbus, Laine 
pumped six shot attempts from the left circle: two were on-net, three 
were off target and one was blocked. He also went second in the 
shootout but lost the stick off his blade before he could shoot. 

Earlier in the day, Laine predicted his vaunted one-timer — it’s too violent 
to unleash in practice — would be sharp as ever when the game started. 
He likened it to riding a bike. 

“I jinxed myself this morning when you guys asked me about it and I said 
it wasn’t going to take any time to hit the net,” Laine said. “I guess I was 
lying. I need to work on my accuracy a little bit tomorrow. 

“I had about 15 attempts in that OT, and probably one or two hit the net. 
That’s not good enough. Probably need to work on that.” 

2. Alexandre Texier’s touch 

The Blue Jackets came back to win after trailing through two periods for 
the fifth time this season, tops in the NHL. Alexandre Texier didn’t score 
the game winner, but he played as big a role as anybody. 

Texier’s confidence has soared after a slow start to the season, and it 
appears the two-week layoff did nothing to quash it. 

At 13:33 of the third, Texier picked off a pass from deep in Nashville’s 
zone and scored the game-tying goal on a wrister from atop the right 
circle. 

But the memorable moment came in the fourth round of the shootout 
when Texier went to what might just become his signature move. He 
came through the right circle, released the puck ahead of him, then, with 
one hand on the stick, poked it forward through the goalie. 

Texier in the shootout   #CBJ pic.twitter.com/PIy1DY3e6n 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) December 31, 2021 

“No, there’s no name for it,” Texier said. “It’s a secret. I won’t do it again if 
I don’t have confidence. Even during the game, you don’t think about 
that. It was open. I did it once before (last year), so why not two?” 

Texier now has 10 goals in 29 games. He had 11 goals in 87 games 
coming into the season. 

He’s also 2-for-3 in his career in shootouts. Perhaps he might become 
part of the regular rotation. 

3. Boone Jenner goes in 

Captain Boone Jenner returned to practice Wednesday after he was 
cleared from the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol, leaving him just one practice 
before the Blue Jackets returned to action Thursday. 

Not ideal. But for Jenner, it was no problem. 

Jenner scored at 6:26 of the first period with his team-leading 12th goal 
of the season. He also played 22:18, second only to Jakub Voracek 
(22:28) among Blue Jackets forwards. 

By the early stages of the game, it was a classic Jenner performance. 

His goal was a workmanlike redirection from the slot of a Vladislav 
Gavrikov shot, sending the puck sailing past David Rittich for a 1-0 
Columbus lead. Jenner doesn’t mind going to the hard areas, as they call 
them; he lives there. 

A few minutes after his goal, Jenner was seen on the Blue Jackets bench 
getting patched up over his right eye after taking an elbow to the face. It 
helped get him into the game, he said. 

“A hit like that … it kind of wakes you up,” Jenner said. 

4. Rest / Rust 

Larsen didn’t know what to expect from his club, as a two-week break in 
the middle of the season is highly unusual. But he knew it wouldn’t be 
easy, that rust would have developed since they last played Dec. 16. 

Nashville, meanwhile, was playing for the second time in two days, 
having played in Washington on Wednesday. 

“You could tell they had played,” Larsen said of the Predators. “There 
certainly was a lot of rust (for the Blue Jackets) with making plays under 
pressure. 

“We talked about it as a staff — if we could just keep it close, get our legs 
underneath us and try to find some juice here. Guys were trying. It was 
just hard to get anything going offensively.” 

The Blue Jackets’ best period was the third. They had 12 shots on goal in 
the third period, after generating just 13 in the first two periods. 

The Blue Jackets did not have any positive COVID-19 tests Wednesday, 
and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo returned from quarantine. He practiced 
on his own and could be activated in a couple of days. 

5. Snacks 

Gustav Nyquist’s shootout game winner in the fifth round was his fourth 
game-deciding shootout goal in his career. … Blue Jackets goaltender 
Elvis Merzlikins had 31 saves and needed to make only one save in 
overtime. … A moment of silence was observed before the game to 
honor the life and legacy of one of Columbus’ patriarchs and a longtime 
minority owner of the team. Jim Crane died earlier this week at the age of 
95. … Grégory Hofmann has left the club to return to Switzerland for a 
personal matter. … A great line from Laine about his two-on-one with 
Voracek that led to Laine’s goal: “I wish Jake would shoot those every 
now and then, but I expected him to pass it back. That’s why he has 10 
goals in his career and a thousand assists.” … Bally Sports analyst Jody 
Shelley was off the broadcast last night after entering the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol earlier in the week. He was replaced in the booth by another 
former Blue Jackets player, Jean-Luc Grand-Pierre. … Right winger Emil 
Bemstrom made his season debut, playing 12:32 and generating no 
shots on goal. He was part of a line with Max Domi and Jack Roslovic 
that was pretty quiet all night. … If you watched the first video included in 
this article, you might be wondering what happened to the Blue Jackets’ 
Civil War-style kepi they usually award after games. Has it gone missing? 
Is it in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol? Was it left in Seattle? Stay here for 
continuing coverage. 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.31.2021 

1230749 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Dormant for 2 weeks due to COVID-19, Blue Jackets will look different 
when they return 

Aaron Portzline 12/30/2021 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Each day seems to have its own surprises, so the 
Blue Jackets’ fingers are firmly crossed. But as of late Wednesday, the 
Jackets were all systems go to return to the ice Thursday for the first time 
in two weeks. 

The Jackets were supposed to play Tuesday in Chicago, of course, but 
that game was postponed the day before because of “integrity of 
competition” issues brought on by COVID-19 infections at the NHL and 
AHL levels. 

Over the last few days, however, the Blue Jackets have had a slow 
trickle of players returning from the NHL-forced quarantine after positive 
COVID-19 diagnoses, and only two additional players have been 
sidelined with the virus. 
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“Every practice means a lot to us right now, and I don’t think we’ve 
wasted one this week, I can tell you that,” Blue Jackets coach Brad 
Larsen said. “We feel like we’re better than we were two days ago. 

“We’ve had three really good days (of practice). The first day (Sunday) 
was just a feeling-out process, and it was a rough one. But the next three 
were much better.” 

Nashville played Wednesday (a 5-3 loss) before traveling to Columbus 
after the game, meaning the only thing that could seemingly lead to a 
postponement now would be several positive test results Thursday 
morning. 

“Anything’s possible,” Larsen said. “We lost another player today. I don’t 
know what tomorrow’s going to look like. We lost a member of our 
medical staff today, too. I don’t know what tomorrow might be, so we’re 
going by the seat of our pants here.” 

There was more COVID-19 news, for instance, Wednesday. 

The good: Captain Boone Jenner was cleared after spending 10 days in 
quarantine following his positive test early last week. Hard to believe, but 
Jenner could play Thursday after spending two-plus weeks out of the 
lineup and practicing only once. 

“I felt good,” Jenner said. “I just wanted to jump in. I felt good. We’re 
going to talk about (him returning Thursday), but I feel good, and 
hopefully I can jump back in.” 

Not good news: Blue Jackets defenseman Gavin Bayreuther, who has 
appeared in 17 games this season, was flagged with a positive test and 
sent home to begin his quarantine. Bayreuther had practiced all week as 
though he was going to play Thursday. 

Meanwhile, forward Eric Robinson and goaltender Joonas Korpisalo 
were eligible to return Wednesday but weren’t cleared because they 
failed to test out of the protocol. The Jackets will have to try again in the 
coming days. 

When last we saw the Blue Jackets, they were in a 2-7-1 tailspin after a 
5-2 loss in Edmonton. So much has changed since then. 

• The Blue Jackets will be without winger Oliver Bjorkstrand, their leading 
scorer, after he entered the NHL’s protocol early this week. 

• Bjorkstrand’s loss could be cushioned by the return of winger Patrik 
Laine (out since Nov. 3), but it’s been an odd couple of days in practice 
for Laine, and Larsen is guarding his plans for the big Finn like it’s a 
national defense matter. Laine wore a red sweater and skated with taxi 
squad members Josh Dunn and Tyler Sikura on Wednesday, which 
would normally be an indication he wasn’t ready to play. But later in 
practice he took part in power-play drills. If he is going to play, why didn’t 
he skate with his projected line during practice? And if he doesn’t play, 
why was he taking power-play reps from a player who will draw into his 
spot on the left half-wall? Laine has said he’s been ready to play for a 
while now. 

• Defenseman Adam Boqvist, who was out of the lineup with an upper-
body injury when the COVID-19 wave struck, appears to be cleared and 
ready to play. 

Larsen’s line won’t be settled until he arrives at the rink Thursday 
morning and gets an update as to who is available. But the lines and 
defensive pairs have been pretty consistent the last two days. 

Jenner slotted between Grégory Hofmann and Jakub Voracek on what 
appears to be the No. 1 line. Jack Roslovic, who returned from COVID-
19 protocol early this week, is centering Max Domi and Emil Bemstrom, 
who would be making his season debut if he dresses. 

Center Sean Kuraly has played extensively with Alexandre Texier this 
season, so nothing new there. But Gustav Nyquist has settled into the left 
wing spot Robinson has filled with great aplomb. The fourth line appears 
to be rookie Cole Sillinger between wingers Yegor Chinakhov and Justin 
Danforth. 

On defense, Zach Werenski and Jake Bean are together on the top pair, 
and Vladislav Gavrikov and Boqvist are the second. With Bayreuther out 
and Dean Kukan just getting his feel back after a wrist injury, it looks like 
Gabriel Carlsson and Andrew Peeke will be the third pair. 

No official word on this either, but it looks like goaltender Elvis Merzlikins 
is the starter. 

Then again, we’ll see what Thursday holds in the ever-changing 
landscape that is sports in the time of COVID-19. 

“Every day is getting better and better,” Merzlikins said. “I just hope we’re 
gonna play. It’s weird, but you have to get ready for every single game 
day like you’re going to play. 

“We all respect the rules. We wear the masks. We really do everything 
right. It just happens that guys are getting sick. There’s no way out. This 
thing is something you can’t run away from, even if you follow the rules.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Tkachuk helps power Flames to gutsy win in Seattle 

 

Wes Gilbertson Publishing date:Dec 31, 2021  •  2 hours ago  •  9 minute 
read 

 

Matthew Tkachuk made a heck of a statement in a post-game interview 
on Sportsnet. 

Just moments after the Calgary Flames sealed Thursday’s 6-4 victory in 
Seattle in their first action after an extended and unexpected layoff, the 
top-line talent and alternate captain declared: “I hate excuses.” 

Earlier, he made a heck of a statement on the ice. 

Just moments after the Seattle Kraken had evened the score, Tkachuk 
wrapped a wild flurry with what turned out to be the game-winning snipe. 
That was the third goal — two for the Flames, one for their hosts — in a 
span of 43 seconds. 

“We can definitely be a lot better, but we found a way to win and that was 
the most important was getting back in the win column,” Tkachuk said 
after a three-point performance at Climate Pledge Arena. “It was ugly, 
especially late. That’s not the type of team we are, giving up four. But we 
found a way. 

“Once we get that 4-3 goal, that should be the game right there … We 
gave one up and then found a way to make it 5-4. I think after getting a 
second crack at winning the game, we weren’t going to give up that lead 
there. It took two of those times to make it right but in the end, it’s a win. 
That’s all that matters.” 

Due to a COVID-19 outbreak, the Flames had been waiting 19 days for 
another opportunity to make progress in the Pacific Division standings. 

Tkachuk, with an immediate response to Jared McCann’s tying tally, 
ensured they wouldn’t be waiting any longer. The 24-year-old winger — 
one of just three players who didn’t test positive while his team was 
paused and had seven straight games postponed — zipped a shot 
through Chris Driedger’s five-hole, although he admitted that wasn’t 
exactly where he was aiming. 

“Definitely happy that we’re back in the win column, but I hate excuses 
and hate that phrase that is going around — ‘Well, we’ve been off for a 
while and it could take us a while to get it going,’ ” Tkachuk told Sportsnet 
right after the final buzzer. “We’re not going to use any of that talk in our 
room. We knew we had a while off, we had a few good days of practice 
and there’s no excuse why we couldn’t come in here and put together our 
greatest effort of the season. Was it that? I highly doubt it, but guys were 
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working and we gave it all we had. It took pretty much 60 minutes to get it 
done, but we’re not going to make excuses about the layoff.” 

Thursday’s contest certainly didn’t lack entertainment value. 

Kraken captain Mark Giordano was on Gordie Howe Hat-Trick Watch for 
a big chunk of the evening. Facing his former teammates and some of 
his closest friends for the first time, he wasn’t going to find a dance 
partner, but he did finish with a goal and a pair of assists. 

Johnny Gaudreau was on Hat-Trick Watch for a big chunk of the 
evening. He couldn’t find the back of the net that one last time, but he 
made another key contribution by setting up Tkachuk’s winner. 

The Flames, after just watching — Netflix, Yellowstone, rival teams, you 
name it … — for a big chunk of December, snapped out of a four-game 
skid that seems like ancient history now. 

Milan Lucic, Andrew Mangiapane and Noah Hanifin also tickled twine in 
Seattle. 

The out-of-towners claimed the lead with just over three minutes 
remaining in regulation on yet another road goal by Mangiapane, 
although that was only the start of a rollercoaster sequence. 

McCann answered. Then Calgary’s top line did. If you left your couch for 
a bathroom break, you might have missed all of it. 

“It was a big way to respond there,” Gaudreau said. “You’re trying to 
create some momentum for your team. That’s your goal — you want to 
make sure you’re getting pucks in, you’re playing the right way. And 
obviously you want to score and get the lead back, but you want to just 
make sure you’re getting your team momentum and you can get shifts 
one after another playing in their zone. We happened to score and then 
we found a way to score into an empty net and win the game.” 

With the victory, the Flames improved to 16-7-6. 

WELCOMING WOLF 

Dustin Wolf was lying on the training table at Stockton Arena when he 
was handed a phone. 

On the other end of the line, one of the bosses at the Saddledome was 
waiting to deliver the news that Wolf has been dreaming of since he was 
just a tyke — the Flames’ goaltender-of-the-future frontrunner was being 
called up by the big club. 

The 20-year-old served as Jacob Markstrom’s backup in Thursday’s date 
with the Kraken in Seattle. 

“I try to treat every game like it’s just another hockey game,” Wolf said 
after morning skate in the NHL’s newest city. “But at the same time, I’ve 
been sitting in my hotel room the last couple of days and just kind of 
thinking over how it’s incredible that I’m here right now. I’m just trying to 
take every moment and enjoy it. 

“Tonight is going to be a fun one, for sure.” 

You can bet that his proud parents were just as excited. 

During Dustin’s stint with the Western Hockey League’s Everett 
Silvertips, the entire Wolf family made the move to Washington state. 

His folks, Mike and Michelle, have stayed put as their son headed to 
Stockton — home to the Flames’ farm team — to start his pro career. 

“My mom was the first person I called and obviously she was pretty 
excited, especially since my house is only 45 minutes from here,” Wolf 
said. “To get my first call-up is obviously pretty exciting to begin with. And 
then to have family close by … 

“Being in the backyard of where my family lives now, it’s obviously 
something that had crossed our minds at some point throughout the last 
year, but it’s just something pretty surreal. It’s a big opportunity for myself 
but also my family who have put so much work in to help me get to this 
point. It’s very rewarding for everybody.” 

The critics always mention Wolf’s size, or lack thereof, but it’s becoming 
more and more clear there are big things ahead for the 6-foot, 170-lb. 
backstop who hails originally from Tustin, Calif. 

A seventh-round steal in the 2019 NHL Draft, he has quickly emerged as 
one of Calgary’s most promising prospects at any position. 

Even still, few expected Wolf would be spotted at the NHL level so soon. 
Remember, he was starring for the Silvertips as recently as this past 
spring. On Thursday, although he wasn’t officially credited with his NHL 
debut, he became the first player born in the 2000s to don the Flaming C 
logo. 

The Flames needed a netminder because Dan Vladar is not quite ready 
for game action as he recovers from a case of COVID-19, and Wolf was 
undoubtedly the most deserving candidate for this emergency recall. 

In 16 starts this season with the American Hockey League’s Stockton 
Heat, he’s still yet to suffer a regulation loss. He boasts a sparkling 1.84 
goals-against average and .940 save percentage in the minors. 

“He’s 14-0-2,” said Flames skipper Darryl Sutter, reciting his most 
important stat. “Goalies are just like coaches — they’re measured on 
record. So he’s a good goalie.” 

Wolf might have to wait a while longer to show it on the biggest stage, 
but this first glimpse of the NHL — even if only on gate duties — is proof 
that he is absolutely on the right track. 

“My priority has been in Stockton, getting wins down there and giving the 
team a chance to win each and every night,” Wolf stressed via Zoom 
from Seattle. “If I’m finding some success down there, I think it’s going to 
come around some time. But that’s my main focus is just doing my job 
down there and obviously very fortunate to be called up and just be here 
today.” 

AROUND THE BOARDS 

In his post-game presser, Sutter singled out Gaudreau and Lucic as two 
guys that “were really, really good for us tonight and they probably 
carried our team a lot” … After burying a rebound on the man-advantage, 
Mangiapane has now scored 17 goals in enemy territory, three more than 
any other road-tripper so far this season … Appearing on Sportsnet at 
the first intermission, general manager Brad Treliving revealed that when 
you include staff and loved ones, the Flames’ outbreak resulted in about 
50 positives over a three-day stretch. With the Omicron variant causing 
cancellations, shutdowns and a spike in case counts, Treliving urged that 
“just as we do with the team, it’s important for all of us to lean on each 
other.” He added that he hopes fans can find a bit of an escape in 
cheering on their favourite players. “We look at it as a major responsibility 
to our community to give them something to look forward to, to take their 
mind off things that are going on in the everyday and the challenges that 
we’re going through,” Treliving said. “Yell at the TV, yell at the GM, yell at 
the team a little bit. But give some support to your neighbour, your 
friends, your family, and we’ll get through and get on the other side of this 
thing” … Giordano was facing his former team for the first time Thursday, 
not counting a meaningless exhibition in the fall, and the 38-year-old 
defenceman made an early dent, finding twine on just his third shift of the 
evening. Giordano was the beneficiary of a broken play — the puck 
wound up on his stick after teammate Colin Blackwell had whiffed on a 
one-timer, and he clanked a shot off the inside of the post on 
Markstrom’s glove-side. “That felt good, I’m not gonna lie,” he told the TV 
broadcast … Giordano, the forever-a-Flame turned captain of the 
Kraken, needs 25 more appearances to join the short list of undrafted 
skaters to hit the 1,000-game plateau. This might be impossible to plan 
but since his first trip back to the Saddledome was among those 
postponed, wouldn’t it be cool if that make-up date ultimately coincided 
with Giordano’s entry into the silver-stick club? C’mon NHL, can we make 
that happen? 

OFF THE GLASS 

After their New Year’s Eve date against the Winnipeg Jets was delayed, 
the Flames will return home just long enough to pack a larger suitcase. 
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They’re headed out on a four-game road-trip that starts with Sunday’s 
battle against the Chicago Blackhawks in the Windy City (5 p.m. MT, 
Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 The Fan) … A stick-tap to depth 
defenceman Nikita Zadorov for a dandy dish on Gaudreau’s first of the 
night … With Dillon Dube shifted back to centre, alternate captain Sean 
Monahan was once again skating on Calgary’s fourth line in Seattle … 
Right-winger Brett Ritchie has missed nearly two months already and just 
when it seemed the 28-year-old thumper was ready to return from a 
lower-body injury, the club announced he has entered COVID-19 
protocol … With the NHL/NHLPA reintroducing the taxi squad, every 
team is again allowed to carry up to six extra players. The Flames are 
currently using up just one spot, and it doesn’t seem like veteran centre 
Byron Froese will be getting much company. “The taxi squad, for that 
short period of time I was here (last season), was, to be quite honest, a 
pain in the ass,” Sutter said. “It’s extra practices. Some guys are 
travelling, some guys aren’t. Then with the guys on the taxi squad, some 
of them only played, what, three or four games the whole year? It didn’t 
help their careers, at all. Zero. So, the reason the taxi squad was put 
back in is strictly because of the COVID variant again.” Sutter added that 
he’d prefer to carry just three spares — two forwards and one blue-liner. 
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Former Flames captain Giordano 'really looking forward' to return to 
Calgary ... whenever that may be 

 

Kristen Anderson Publishing date:Dec 30, 2021 

 

The return of Mark Giordano to the Scotiabank Saddledome will have to 
wait. 

But the former Calgary Flames captain can’t say as he blames the 
National Hockey League schedule-makers for postponing the Seattle 
Kraken game at the Saddledome back on Dec. 23. 

The rematch was supposed to be Thursday’s game at Climate Pledge 
Arena. But instead, over a Zoom media conference earlier in the day, he 
was discussing the aspects of facing some familiar faces for the first time 
in the regular season. 

“You have to go day-by-day with the world we’re living in right now,” the 
38-year-old defenceman was saying, a blue Kraken ball cap tugged low 
over his brow, a familiar look for Flames fans back at home. “Obviously 
with COVID, stuff like that’s going to happen. I was really looking forward 
to getting back to the city of Calgary and playing in front of the fans. 

“But hopefully that’ll happen later in the year.” 

Right now, the Kraken and Flames have two scheduled clashes 
remaining — one on April 9 at Seattle and another April 12 at Calgary. 

There is a good chance Giordano’s return to the city he spent 14 
seasons in — 15, if you count the seven games he played during the 
2005-06 campaign — comes sooner, with a giant three-week break 
during what was supposed to be the Olympic break in February. 

But on Thursday, Giordano wasn’t exactly in a welcoming mood. 

The Kraken captain was surly and rightfully so. His team had dropped to 
10-17-4 the night before with their 3-2 overtime loss to the visiting 
Philadelphia Flyers and needed to regroup for the second half of their 
back-to-back later that night. 

He’d arrived at Climate Pledge Arena in the morning, and hadn’t had a 
chance to meet-and-greet some of the familiar faces on the Flames 
roster, along with the team services staff and coaches. 

Giordano gave off business-like vibes, even in a virtual interview over 
Zoom, and wasn’t interested in revisiting the feel-good story of his career 
with the team that started it all. 

However the conversation took a serious, concerned turn when he 
started speaking of his former team that was hit hard by the COVID-19 
Omicron variant, which impacted 20 players on the roster (21, now, with 
Brett Ritchie testing positive as of Dec. 29). 

“I was just worried about how guys were feeling,” he said. “A lot of guys 
over there have kids and families as well. I was just more worried about 
how they were feeling and how they were coping with it. From what I got 
from most of the guys over there, the symptoms weren’t bad and they 
recovered well so I was happy to see that.” 

Giordano would know. He tested positive for COVID-19 on Nov. 26 when 
the Kraken was on the road in Florida and was forced to quarantine in his 
hotel for 10 days before returning to Seattle. 

So, in a lot of ways, he could read the writing on the wall regarding the 
game on Dec. 23 and wasn’t forced to change plans drastically. 

“It was going to be pretty simple,” Giordano said of the planned trip to 
Calgary. “Lauren and the kids, I think, were thinking about coming. 
Having COVID myself there before that and with all the uncertainty with 
the numbers going up and stuff like that, I think it was probably going to 
be pretty low-key. Not much changed — it would have been nice to get 
into the city and play a game there, but at the end of the day, if you let 
the day by day things frustrate you and really get to you, it’s really going 
to affect you. So, I know there will be another opportunity and we’ll go 
from there.” 

It’s impossible for Giordano not to pay attention to the Flames for obvious 
reasons, but being in the same division gives the Kraken captain a 
vested interest. 

Although Thursday was their first game in 18 nights due to their COVID 
outbreak and the Christmas pause, his former team had been on a roll to 
start the 2021-22 campaign. 

And there was no better source than Giordano to provide a scouting 
report on the visitors. 

“They’re all playing a great defensive game, right from their goaltender 
out,” he said. “They don’t give up much but their structure is what stands 
out. They’re playing a style of play that results in wins. Hard forecheck, 
doing the little things right. 

“They’re a tough team to deal with right now.” 
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GAME NIGHT: Flames at Kraken 

 

Kristen Anderson 

 

Publishing date:Dec 30, 2021  •  21 hours ago  •  2 minute read  •    

GAME INFO 

CALGARY FLAMES 15-7-6 at SEATTLE KRAKEN 10-17-3* 

Tonight, 8 p.m. MT, CLIMATE PLEDGE ARENA; TV: Sportsnet West; 
RADIO: Sportsnet 960 The Fan 

*prior to Wednesday’s game vs. Flyers 

WHY WATCH? 

MARK ON THE MARK 
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It’s been a long layoff between games for Jacob Markstrom, too, as the 
Flames goalie’s last performance was when he allowed four goals on 27 
shots against the Boston Bruins in a 4-2 loss on Dec. 11. At the time, it 
was obvious he was set to be the starting netminder for Team Sweden at 
the 2022 Beijing Olympics. But with the NHL pulling its players out of the 
five-ring circus, that won’t be the case. Can he find motivation for the 
second half of the season? 

POINTS LEADERS 

FLAMES 

Johnny Gaudreau 28 10 20 30 +16 

Elias Lindholm 28 11 16 27 +20 

Matthew Tkachuk 28 12 11 23 +12 

KRAKEN* 

*prior to Wednesday’s game vs. Flyers 

Jordan Eberle 28 12 9 21 -14 

Jaden Schwartz 28 6 14 20 -12 

Jared McCann 25 12 5 17 -7 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

KRAKEN*: PP — 17.5% (T21st) PK — 80.0% (T16th) 

*prior to Wednesday’s game vs. Flyers 

FLAMES: PP — 22.2% (11th) PK — 85.7% (3rd) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. The Kraken were hit hard with the news that forward Brandon Tanev 
will miss the remainder of the season with an ACL injury suffered in 
Seattle’s Dec. 18 game. Tough news for Chris Tanev’s younger brother, 
who’ll turn 30 on New Year’s Eve. 

2. Defencemen Jamie Oleksiak and Carson Soucy are out of COVID-19 
protocol as of Wednesday, and were available for the Kraken game 
Wednesday night against the Flyers. That’s a positive development 
(forgive the pun) as the Kraken practised with only four defencemen. The 
others were all in protocol. 

3. Following Thursday’s game, the Kraken and Flames have two 
scheduled clashes remaining — on April 9 at Seattle and April 12 at 
Calgary. The Mark Giordano-official-return-to-Calgary will happen before 
that, however, as the NHL schedule-makers will need to factor in the 
teams’ game that was originally scheduled for Dec. 23 at the 
Saddledome but was postponed. 

— Kristen Anderson 
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Flames ‘resilient’ in win over Kraken after COVID-19 outbreak 

 

By Hailey Salvian Dec 31, 2021 

 

It was a pretty wild game, on a unique night in Seattle. 

Over the past three weeks, the Calgary Flames have worked through a 
COVID-19 outbreak that infected 20 players — now 21 with Brett Ritchie 
in protocol — three coaches and several support staffers, not to mention 
the families of infected players. During a first-intermission broadcast 
segment, general manager Brad Treliving said there had been over 50 
positive cases, including family members. 

Stepping onto the ice for their first game at Climate Pledge Arena and 
facing their former captain Mark Giordano for the first time, the Flames 
managed a 6-4 comeback victory in their first game since Dec. 11 thanks 
to solid performances from Johnny Gaudreau, Milan Lucic and Jacob 
Markstrom, among others. 

“I thought we were really resilient,” Flames coach Darryl Sutter said. 

Gaudreau scored a pair of goals. Markstrom was dialed in, despite giving 
up four goals. Lucic also added a goal and was emotionally engaged 
throughout the game. And ultimately it was Matthew Tkachuk who put the 
game away with the winner after a hectic 43 seconds that included three 
goals and three lead changes. 

IN THE SPAN OF 43 SECONDS — 

* FLAMES MAKE IT 4-3 

* KRAKEN MAKE IT 4-4 

* FLAMES MAKE IT 5-4 

— MARISA INGEMI (@MARISA_INGEMI) DECEMBER 31, 2021 

I didn’t know what to expect Thursday night as a nearly three-week break 
in the middle of the season is highly unusual. We knew the Flames would 
be rusty. Meanwhile, the Kraken were playing for the second time in two 
days, having played Philadelphia at home Wednesday night, which 
meant Calgary was facing a (maybe) tired, but more ready opponent. 

You could see the rust early in the game, and the execution was a bit off 
in the first period. But the Flames certainly got better as the game went 
on. And overall, they looked solid, considering the circumstances, and 
resilient, especially in the final few minutes when they could have packed 
it in after Jared McCann tied the score only seconds after Andrew 
Mangiapane’s goal. 

“I think there were guys that really led the charge,” Sutter said. “I think 
that Johnny and Looch were really, really good for us tonight, and they 
kind of carried our team a lot. 

“I think there’s guys that did show rust, and there’s no excuse for that. It’s 
on the individual to try to stay sharp, but I get it. For some guys, it looked 
like they were playing an exhibition game, but there were other guys that 
covered up for them.” 

At the end of the day, it was a regulation win after 18 days off, which 
ended their four-game winless streak and set the team on the right track 
again. This is what good teams do. 

“It’s an important win for us,” Gaudreau said. “Obviously a divisional 
game for us, and haven’t played for a while. … It’s a big win to set us up 
for the month of January.” 

The Flames wrapped up the 2021 portion of their schedule, and ended 
the year with a 16-7-6 record, good for 38 points and a division-leading 
.655 points percentage. 

Seven more thoughts 

1. This wasn’t supposed to be Giordano’s first game against his former 
team, but his homecoming, originally scheduled for Dec. 23, was 
postponed. And of course, he scored the opening goal of the game and 
finished with three points. Some things just write themselves. 

Earlier this month, Dan Robson and I wrote a profile on Giordano, and he 
spoke about his path to the NHL in great detail and how he’s not done 
writing his underdog story. He certainly showed that Thursday. 

Now, we’re still waiting for his homecoming game to be rescheduled. And 
I can’t help but notice he’s now only 24 games away from the 1,000 
milestone. I don’t know if it’s possible with the remaining schedule, but 
wouldn’t it be cool if he hit the 1,000 mark at the Saddledome? 

2. Despite showing signs of rust throughout the game, Calgary appeared 
to be the better team on Thursday (except for maybe the first five 
minutes) and the underlying metrics backed that up. 
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The Flames had the edge in shot attempts in every individual period, and 
overall (44-30) at five-on-five. They outshot the Kraken heavily 40-22. 
The Flames had more high-danger chances in all situations (11-8) and a 
greater share of the expected goals (56 percent). 

Again, for a team coming off a lengthy shutdown, these are solid 
numbers. And Flames looked quite good. 

3. I thought Markstrom had a solid night on Thursday. He gave up four 
goals and posted his lowest save percentage of the season (.818). But 
he was perhaps the most difficult player to gauge after the layoff. Skaters 
can maintain their fitness from home, and skate hard in practice. It’s 
harder for goalies to mimic game action. And 18 days between starts is a 
lot for a starter like Markstrom, who is used to high volume. 

“I think he was sharp,” Sutter said. “I think he really worked hard the last 
few days. It’s hard (for goalies). You can practice game situations, but it’s 
way different once the game starts. 

“If you look around the league, there’s been some quite high-scoring 
games during teams’ first games back, and that’s what tonight was.” 

Markstrom made 18 saves, including some key ones throughout the 
game en route to his 11th win of the season. He wasn’t outstanding, but 
he gave his team a chance to win. And in a game like this, that’s all the 
Flames really needed. 

4. To follow up on what Sutter said, we probably could have predicted a 
fairly high-scoring game on Thursday. 

On Tuesday, the Sharks beat the Coyotes 8-7. On Thursday night, the 
Panthers beat the Lightning 9-3. Over the past few days, 112 goals were 
scored in 16 games. 

5. Early in the game, Lucic was moved to the wing with Dillon Dube and 
Mangiapane. I don’t know why, or what it is about the Dube-Lucic combo, 
but it just seems to work. And the line was arguably the Flames’ best on 
Thursday. 

They had a team-leading 17 shot attempts and nine shots on goal. 
Mangiapane and Lucic scored in all situations. And the line just seemed 
to be going on every shift. The unit brought energy, offence and was 
solid defensively with zero goals against at five-on-five. 

And with his second-period goal, Lucic now has eight this season and 
has scored against all 32 teams in the NHL. 

6. He didn’t get into the game, but it was great to see Dustin Wolf get 
called up for the game. He played his junior career just a few miles down 
the road in Everett, Wash., had a decorated career there and got to back 
up his first NHL game in Seattle. 

Dan Vladar, who is out of COVID protocol, was unavailable for the game, 
so Wolf was recalled on an emergency basis. On Sportsnet, Treliving 
said with Vladar unable to make the trip, the “next best goalie gets the 
call.” That was Wolf. 

Wolf, 20, has been one of the best goalies in the AHL this season. In 16 
games, he has yet to lose in regulation, posting a 14-0-2 record with a 
1.84 goals-against average and .940 save percentage. He’s among the 
league leaders in every goaltending metric in the AHL, and he earned the 
recall and his No. 3 spot on the Flames’ goalie depth chart. 

7. There were players, as Sutter said, who didn’t look great Thursday. I 
didn’t notice the fourth line (Sean Monahan, Brad Richardson, Trevor 
Lewis) much, or the third line (Mikael Backlund, Blake Coleman, Tyler 
Pitlick) for that matter. I thought the usual suspects, such as Gaudreau, 
Tkachuk, Mangiapane and Lindholm, were solid. But other than that, 
there weren’t many standouts. 

This time, I give it a pass. It’s hard to be critical of a team that went 
through what the Flames just did and won their first game back. Let’s see 
how the next few go before we start to criticize. 
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Panthers get their ‘swagger’ back with nine goals and a blowout of the 
rival Lightning 

 

David Wilson 

 

The Florida Panthers strutted and swaggered their way through most of 
the first half of the 2021-22 NHL season until suddenly, at the start of 
December, they didn’t anymore. 

They had the best record in the NHL at the end of November, the best 
offense in the Eastern Conference, a handful of legitimate stars and 
arguably the deepest roster in the sport, yet they looked mortal — or 
maybe even worse — when they lost 4 of 5 in the final days before rising 
COVID-19 cases across the league prompted the season to pause last 
week. They were not themselves and hoped “a little reset,” as MacKenzie 
Weegar put it, would let them recapture the magic they had in the first 
few months of the season. 

“We played a hell of a game,” All-Star left wing Jonathan Huberdeau 
said. When we play with confidence, swagger — that’s our team. That’s 
our identity.” 

The nine goals were the Panthers’ most in a game since 1997 and their 
most ever in a game against the rival Lightning. They scored with 
devastating moves on breakaways and by following up rebounds, on the 
power play and shorthanded. Winger Anthony Duclair twice danced 
around Tampa Bay goaltender Maxime Lagace in transition and 
Huberdeau, who had five points, dished out one of his assists on a 
spinning no-look pass. After star center Aleksander Barkov put Florida up 
9-3 with 7:29 left, the 15,001 at FLA Live Arena spent most of the last 
seven minutes chanting, “We want 10! We want 10!” 

After losing three in a row and 4 of 5 before the pause, the Panthers 
have won two in a row in the two days since their season resumed 
Wednesday, both against some of the best teams in the league. 

“I really liked, I said last night, the resiliency of our group in the third 
period and I thought tonight,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said, “there 
was a little swagger. Some of the plays that were being made were pretty 
special.” 

They started from the very beginning of the game. In the first three 
minutes, Duclair got loose for a breakaway and deked his way past 
Lagace to give Florida a quick 1-0 lead. 

A little more than nine minutes later, Barkov rang the crossbar on a 
power play and Huberdeau tapped home another goal, then winger 
Frank Vatrano, who was a healthy scratch Wednesday, scored another 
when his shot hit off the post and he followed it up for a rebound goal. 

It was the full package on display for Florida: Its stars made plays, its 
speed created goals and its depth gave it an extra edge. 

“It’s all about having fun,” Huberdeau said. “We’re at our best when we’re 
doing that.” 

In the first half of December, it was mostly impossible for the Panthers, 
who now have their first two-game winning streak since Dec. 4. Barkov 
and Duclair barely played because of injuries. A COVID outbreak sent 
seven players into protocol for Florida’s last game before the pause. It all 
took a toll and sent the Panthers plummeting to third place in the Atlantic 
Division. They needed the nine-day break — theirs actually wound up 
being 13 — as badly as anyone. 

Florida was back at full strength Wednesday — so replete with options it 
could bench Vatrano — and rallied in the third period to beat the New 
York Rangers in its first game since Dec. 16. On Thursday, the Panthers 
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were only missing forward Sam Bennett, who was out with an illness, and 
finally got their own break: The Lightning was missing its top two 
goaltenders, including star goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy, because of the 
coronavirus. Tampa Bay had to turn to Lagace to make just the 18th start 
of his career and only the fourth since he started 14 games for the 
expansion Vegas Golden Knights in the 2017-18 NHL season. 

Florida took full advantage of the inexperienced third-stringer. The 
Panthers scored three more goals in the third period and then three 
again in the third to come one goal shy of tying a single-game franchise 
record. 

Huberdeau notched five points for the second time this season — every 
other player in the league has one combined. Duclair scored again in the 
third to take the team lead with 12 goals. In all, 16 of the 18 skaters to 
suit up for Florida on Thursday tallied at least one point and Vatrano, 
Barkov, and fellow centers Eetu Luostarinen and Anton Lundell also 
added two. 

The win, meanwhile, vaults the Panthers back into second place in the 
division and puts them just two points behind the Lightning with one 
fewer game played than their in-state rival. 

Their losing streak feels like it was a long time ago because, at this point, 
it is. They weren’t themselves then. Now, they’re rejuvenated just in time 
for the calendar to flip to 2022. 

“We’re not thinking about that anymore,” Barkov said of the pre-pause 
skid. “We’ve got everyone back, had a couple good practices during the 
break and now we’re playing some good hockey, but we know we can be 
better. We can build from this.” 
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‘A relieving moment’: After so many near misses, Panthers’ Weegar 
finally scores first goal 

 

Jordan McPherson 

 

MacKenzie Weegar was seen on the bench, visibly frustrated. In the 
span of five seconds midway through the second period on Wednesday, 
the Florida Panthers’ defenseman had two shots blocked and another 
that went just wide of the net while in the slot against New York Rangers 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin. 

More near misses. More opportunities that passed him by. More 

“It’s so bad,” he said. “So bad. So bad. So bad.” 

For everything that Weegar has done well for the Panthers this season 
— and there has been a lot — he had yet to score a goal through the 
team’s first 29 games of the season. 

There was some frustration, for sure. Weegar himself said it was having 
an impact on him mentally at times. 

“We’ve got a good therapist on the team,” Weegar joked. 

One period later, he could finally exhale. 

After a shot from the point was blocked, Weegar took a pass from Eetu 
Loustarinen just inside the right circle and fired a slap shot. 

Finally, one went into the back of the net. Celebration ensued. 

Weegar’s goal early in the third period sparked Florida’s 4-3 comeback 
win against the Rangers at FLA Live Arena, with the Panthers scoring 
two more goals during the next nine minutes to take the lead for good. 

Not so bad. 

“It was definitely a relieving moment,” Weegar said, “and obviously it 
came at a good time. In that third period, we needed a big goal and I’m 
happy I could finally step up and get that first one for myself this season.” 

While that was his first goal, Weegar has done his share of stepping up 
this season in just about every other facet of his game. 

The 27-year-old and former seventh-round pick is the only defenseman 
who has played in all 30 of the Panthers’ games this season. He leads 
the team with 67 blocked shots and 43 takeaways, is second with 81 hits 
and is tied for third with 15 assists. 

He stuffed the stat sheet against the Rangers — four shots on goal, 12 
total shot attempts, four hits, two takeaways and three blocked shots 
over 25:05. 

“He’s been such an important cog here for our group,” interim coach 
Andrew Brunette said. “His shot attempts, his compete, his battle level. 
He’s up the ice. He does so many good things for us and his play 
epitomizes the way we want to play. 

But, try all he might, that first goal eluded him for more than a third of the 
season. 

Until Wednesday. 

“It was nice to see him finally get rewarded,” Brunette said. 

His efforts, of course, haven’t gone unnoticed by his teammates and the 
coaching staff. 

Weegar is second on the team in average time on ice (23:57) behind only 
Aaron Ekblad, his teammate on Florida’s top defensive pairing. 

When the Panthers were down seven players due to the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocols in their 4-1 loss to the Los Angeles Kings on Dec. 16 and 
had to play with just five defensemen — four of whom had no more than 
30 games of NHL experience heading into that game — Weegar 
shouldered the load. 

He was on the ice for a career-high 31:32 that night. 

He wore the “A” for alternate captain on his sweater that night. 

He was, by default, the leader of the Panthers’ blue line — a role he very 
well appreciates and embraces when needed. 

“He’s a huge part of our team,” winger Anthony Duclair said. 
“Defensively, offensively, he’s so gifted. He can play all situations in a 
game.” 

His defense has improved over the last few years to the point that the 
Panthers’ coaching staff moved him to the top defenseman pairing with 
Ekblad, a one-two punch that Weegar loves being part of and says he 
hopes the two play together “as long as we play in the NHL.” 

“When I got that opportunity,” Weegar said, “I didn’t want to let it go and 
luckily I don’t think he wanted to let it go either.” 

He takes pride in his offense, too — and it finally came around on 
Wednesday with his first goal of the season. 

“I just kind of stayed with it,” Weegar said. “The boys have been great 
with me and when I got that first goal, all the boys had smiles for me and 
patted on the back. They’re all happy for me. 

“Hopefully,” Weegar added, “many more can come from that and 
hopefully I don’t have to keep saying ‘it’s so bad’ all the time.” 
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Panthers score three goals in each period, rout defending-champ 
Lightning 

 

By CHARLIE MCCARTHY 

ASSOCIATED PRESS  

DEC 30, 2021 AT 10:19 PM 

 

SUNRISE — Anthony Duclair scored twice, Jonathan Huberdeau had a 
goal and four assists, and the Florida Panthers romped to a 9-3 rout of 
the NHL-leading Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday night. 

Florida scored three times in each period against the two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champions and snapped Tampa Bay’s four-game winning 
streak. 

“We gave up too many chances to a really good team that wanted to beat 
us,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said, “and a team that we’ve handled 
and beat in the playoffs, and they haven’t forgotten. After tonight, I won’t 
forget this.” 

Frank Vatrano, Eetu Luostarinen, Maxim Mamin, Anton Lundell, Aaron 
Ekblad and Aleksander Barkov also scored to help the Panthers set a 
season high for goals in their league-leading 16th home win. 

Spencer Knight made 39 saves. 

Florida’s team record for goals in a game is 10, against visiting Boston on 
Nov. 26, 1997. 

“We have a lot of depth in our lineup when we’re all healthy and it 
shows,” Huberdeau said. 

Steven Stamkos, Zach Bogosian and Brayden Point scored for Tampa 
Bay, which lost for only the second time in 11 games this month. Maxime 
Lagace stopped 21 of 27 shots before giving way to Hugo Alnefelt, 
making his NHL debut, to start the third period. 

Stamkos scored his 15th goal at 6:19 of the second to cut Tampa Bay’s 
deficit to 4-2. 

Florida then scored twice to build a four-goal cushion after two periods. 
Mamin poked in the puck for his fourth goal at 17:26 after Lagace 
stopped Carter Verhaeghe on a breakaway. Lundell added his seventh 
goal at 19:23. 

“We got a little sloppy at different times but I thought there was a little 
swagger. Some of the plays being made were pretty special, especially 
on home ice,” Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette said. “It felt 
good.” 

Point, on the power play, Duclair, Ekblad and Barkov (short-handed) all 
scored in the third period. 

“You want to (throw) this game out and turn the page,” Tampa Bay’s 
Mathieu Joseph said. 

The Panthers went ahead 4-1 at 3:02 of the second when Luostarinen 
put in a rebound of Radko Gudas’ wrist shot from the right point. 

Vatrano’s seventh goal, converting his own rebound from a shot off the 
crossbar, made it 3-0 at 14:21 of the first period. 

Huberdeau’s power-play goal at 11:22 gave Florida a 2-0 edge. It was his 
11th goal of the season. 

Duclair took Brendan Montour’s long pass from the defensive zone and 
broke in alone on Lagace to open the scoring at 2:10. It was Duclair’s 
11th goal and No. 100 in his career. 

Bogosian scored his second goal, on a shot near the right end line, to 
make it 3-1 at 15:31 of the first. 
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Thunder, Struck: Florida Panthers 9, Tampa Bay Lightning 3 

 

Published 8 hours ago on December 30, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers saved their biggest offensive output 
for their final game of the 2021 calendar year Thursday night against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The Panthers had fans chanting “We want 10!” for the final seven 
minutes after Sasha Barkov got a shorthanded goal for Florida’s ninth 
goal of the night. 

Florida did not get that 10th goal — it would have tied the franchise 
record set in 1997 against the Bruins — but certainly got what it wanted 
when it came to beating a rival. 

Boy, did the Panthers beat the Lightning. 

Sure, the Lightning were missing perhaps the best goalie in the NHL — 
not to mention Andrei Vasilevskiy’s backup. 

But for the Panthers, closing out 2021 with a 9-3 win over the Lightning 
was cause for cracking open bottles of the good stuff a little early. 

Florida went 56-21-9 in the regular season over 2021 — 2-4 against the 
Lightning in the playoffs — and won 36 of 47 on home ice. 

That is certainly worth toasting. 

Daily coverage of the Florida Panthers from 2021 all the way into 2022 — 
and beyond! 

Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today! 

Counting three preseason dates, the Panthers and Lightning met for the 
20th time in 2021 on Thursday. 

Get FHN+ today! 

Over the course of 2021, the two teams have shown a true distain for 
one another with some of the bad blood roiling to the surface again 
Thursday. 

Florida got this party started early. 

With the Lightning missing some key players — including its top two 
goalies — Florida took quick advantage despite playing the night before. 

The Panthers scored three goals in the third period of Wednesday’s win 
over the Rangers and kept the flow rolling by getting three in the first 
Thursday to take a 3-1 lead into the break. 

Anthony Duclair, who ended the Florida scoring Wednesday, kicked 
things off Thursday. 

Duclair strolled in on Maxime Legace off a Brandon Montour stretch 
pass, went forehand-backhand-forehand and befuddled the overmatched 
Tampa goalie at 2:10 of the first. 

Next up was Jonathan Huberdeau, following up a rebound with a hard 
backhand to give the Panthers just their fourth power play goal of the 
month. 

With 5:39 remaining in the first, Frank Vatrano — who was benched 
Wednesday but played with Sam Bennett out — hit the post so hard the 
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rebound came right back at him 15 feet out. Vatrano didn’t miss on his 
second shot, making it 3-0. 

The Lightning got on the board with Zach Bogosian’s follow up shot and 
that’s when tempers started to flare up a little. After Aaron Ekblad and 
Alex Killorn were seperated, Killorn and MacKenzie Weegar went at it. 

Barkov was then called for roughing — yeah, no one could believe it — 
and the Lightning had an extended power play. 

Florida’s penalty kill was strong, however, and it remained 3-1 until Eetu 
Luostarinen scored on a rebound early in the second to give the 
Panthers a three-goal lead again. 

Steven Stamkos, who has more goals against the Panthers than any 
other team in his Hall of Fame career, got No. 35 against Florida by 
putting one past Spencer Knight at 6:19 of the second. 

That was, to be sure, as close as the Lightning got. 

Florida ended up scoring two goals in the final three minutes of the 
second — Maxim Mamin cleaned up a Carter Verhaeghe shot with Anton 
Lundell sending a backhand past Legace — to give the Panthers a 6-2 
lead going into the third. 

For Knight, that was plenty. 

Knight, whose last start with the Panthers was the 8-2 loss to Ottawa 
before the Covid/Christmas break, ended the night with 39 saves. 

Tampa Bay, it shall be noted, did get a third goal in the third period. 

But, Duclair got his second of the night as he walked in on 20-year-old 
goalie Hugo Alnefelt (who was called in out of the pen to start the period) 
and made it a 7-3 ballgame. 

Ekblad jumped in on the fun at 6:46 of the third, his slapper from the right 
circle giving the Panthers a five-goal lead. 

Barkov then got his first goal since returning to the lineup to make it 9-3 
and put that franchise record within reach. 
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GameDay 31: Lines, betting odds for Lightning at Panthers 

 

Published 18 hours ago on December 30, 2021 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers hope their Covid problems are behind 
them but it appears the Tampa Bay Lightning are right in the thick of it. 

The Lightning, who visit Sunrise Thursday for the first time this season, 
had six players missing when it returned from the pause on Tuesday 
night including coach Jon Cooper. 

Fortunately for Tampa Bay, Montreal was hit even harder. 

Daily coverage of the Florida Panthers from December to the Playoffs — 
Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today! 

The Canadiens were down nine players for that game yet fought gallantly 
as the Lightning came from behind to pull out a 5-4 win. 

The Lightning will be without some of its best players for Thursday’s 
game including All-World goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy and backup Brian 
Elliott. 

Tampa Bay did get back Brayden Point after an extended stay on IR and 
he turned in a fantastic performance Tuesday with two goals and three 
points off six shots. 

Maxime Lagace made 27 saves in the Lightning win and will start against 
the Panthers on Thursday. 

Hugo Alnefelt, the 20-year-old prospect who has played for Syracuse and 
Orlando this season, is the backup. 

As for the Panthers, well, they had their full complement of players — for 
the most part — for Wednesday night’s game against the visiting New 
York Rangers on Wednesday night. 

Although the Panthers did not look fantastic, they looked good enough as 
they pulled out a 4-3 win against the Rangers.  

“We have such a resilient group,’’ Weegar said after the Panthers rallied 
from a 2-1 deficit with three goals in the third. 

“It is the belief. After the second period, heads are high, chins are up, 
we’re all positive in there. You guys know firsthand being around us how 
close we are, and we’ve got such a good family in there. We do love to 
battle for each other. We came out strong, it was a physical game, big 
hits all around on both sides, we stuck in there, we battled for each other 
and got a big win tonight.” 

As for Thursday, we are not sure how the Panthers will line up although 
one can bet Patric Hornqvist and Ryan Lomberg will be in there. 

Those two played their agitator role to the limit Wednesday night — and 
seemed to be having a blast doing it. 

One can bet they will be doing their best to spice things up against the 
Lightning on Thursday. 

As for a goalie, Spencer Knight gets in with Sergei Bobrovsky backing 
up. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: NHL’s Bill Daly weighs in on schedule shifts, 
protocol changes and what comes next. ‘It’s been quite the storm’ 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  

Dec 30, 2021  

  

It’s hard to believe how fast things have changed since the NHL’s Board 
of Governors meeting just three weeks ago in Palm Beach, Fla. 

At that point, the NHL still thought it was likely going to the Olympics. At 
that point, the NHL schedule hadn’t been overly affected by the 
pandemic this season, except for a few postponements. 

Whoa. 

Again, that was just three weeks ago. 

In his first media interview since those meetings, NHL Deputy 
Commissioner Bill Daly chatted with The Athletic Thursday afternoon 
around 3 p.m. ET. I feel the need to point that out, given how quickly 
things have been moving — and we covered a lot of ground in a 20-
minute chat. 

So much has happened since we last saw each other in Florida at the 
Board of Governors. How would you describe the last three weeks? 
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Yeah, it’s been quite the storm, for sure. It started changing almost 
immediately after we left Florida when Calgary had the outbreak that they 
had. And then we started seeing a surge throughout the league. So, it’s 
been a lot of juggling, of the schedule and other things. A lot of talking to 
clubs and trying to sort our way through the path forward. We’re surviving 
and we’re pushing through it. It’s better than the alternative. 

I know it’s impossible to answer this for sure but do you feel it’s still 
realistic to play a full season, 82 games per team, at this point? 

Yes. Again, that’s going to depend on some things happening. But, look, 
a larger and larger percentage of our player population has been affected 
by COVID this season and that number continues to grow every day. 
Really, by sheer numbers, if you accept the fact that once you’re hit by 
COVID you’re not going to get hit again this year, then I don’t foresee an 
issue in finishing the season. 

We’ve worked and been working on the revised schedule and filling in 
February for what would have been the Olympic break. We still have 
plenty of cushion; plenty being a relative term. We have additional 
cushion to accommodate additional postponed games. Obviously, it’s not 
endless. At some point we hope to see a normalization of games and 
cases and I think that’ll happen. It’s not going to be overnight, it’s not 
going to be next week, it’s probably not going to be two weeks from now. 
But I think by the middle to the end of January we’ll start to see a more 
normalized setting, a more normalized schedule and we’ll be in OK 
shape. 

You have to wait, I suppose, to announce the revised schedule because 
you don’t want to have to change it a million times after you announce it, 
right? So I guess it would be around that ‘normalization period’ when you 
would roll that out? 

Yeah, as I said, we’ve worked on it already but by definition to your other 
point, it has to be tentative at this point because you don’t know what’s 
going to happen between now and February, right? We were able to get 
the vast bulk of the games that have been postponed fit nicely into 
basically that three-week period in February, so we haven’t had to disrupt 
other elements of the schedule just yet. Hopefully we won’t get to the 
point where we have to disrupt that. But if we do, we do. So, that’s what 
we’ll work with. 

Obviously, we’ll want to make announcements as soon as we can just so 
clubs and fans can plan. But you don’t want to make announcements too 
soon where you’re just changing them a week later. So, there’s a 
balance. 

I know in the past year both the league and the NHL Players’ Association 
have talked about the importance of getting back on cycle with the 
calendar and the schedule looking ahead to next season. I know I’m 
looking way ahead. Right now the schedule says late June for the end of 
the Stanley Cup Final. How important will it be to make sure you don’t get 
past that? 

I mean, again, I have the same level of optimism I’d say to play within 
that window as I do to complete the 82-game season. At this point, again, 
I don’t even anticipate needing to go longer than the regular-season 
window to get all those games in and if we were to need an extra week to 
finish regular-season games, I would still anticipate us being able to 
finish the playoffs in the allotted time period. It’s obviously a real objective 
to finish on the cycle that we’ve set out for ourselves this year and I’m still 
confident we can get there. 

A number of Canadian teams had some home games postponed for the 
first part of January, with no team more affected than Montreal. Although 
I believe the Ontario government is announcing later today (note: it was 
announced) that the Leafs and Senators will be limited to 1,000 fans per 
game for the foreseeable future. But in general, you’ve already moved 
home games with Montreal and Winnipeg especially, do you anticipate 
having to act further with Canadian teams in January? 

Well, we’re going to try and be as helpful and cooperative as we can be. 
Because certainly for the fans of those teams who want to attend those 

games and who have bought tickets, it’d be a shame for them to miss 
those games. Obviously, it’s important from a revenue perspective, an 
HRR (hockey related revenue) perspective, to play before fans and to 
generate gate revenue. So we’re going to try and be as cooperative and 
flexible as we possibly can be. But as I said with respect to other 
elements of the schedule, there’s only so much we can do. 

I don’t think we can fully compensate for the problem. If in fact these 
attendance restrictions carry on for multiple weeks, there’s no way we 
can make up all those games or move or shift all those games. Like 
everything else, it’ll be a balancing act. As I said, the league and the 
other league partners are willing to be as cooperative as we can possibly 
be. 

Is there any chance there could be an unbalanced schedule for some 
Canadian teams? Where they end up playing more games on the road 
than at home to get through their 82? Because, of course, on the road in 
the U.S. you can play to a full gate. Is that even on the table with the 
league and NHLPA? 

So no, I wouldn’t say it’s on the table. But you know, we’ve been down 
this road before a little bit (last season) with the Canadian clubs and 
whether they’d be able to even play in their buildings, much less play 
before fans. So, let’s just say we’ve explored the alternatives in the past 
and at an appropriate point in time we might have to explore those 
alternatives again. But I wouldn’t say it’s under active consideration. 

Obviously, some news yesterday with the NHL-NHLPA tweaking their 
protocols, taking their lead off the new CDC quarantine guidelines and 
also in step with the NFL and NBA also acting accordingly. Of course as 
always, the NHL has a more unique situation with its seven Canadian 
clubs. Is the easiest way to describe it is that it depends where your team 
is located as far as the impact of the new protocols? Which is to say, not 
every team will be able to go from 10 days to five days to get players out 
of protocol? 

Well that’s true, but I’m not sure that’s really a change; we’ve dealt with 
that with respect to all of our protocols from the start. They were always 
subservient to what the local health authorities rules are. It’s probably not 
as obvious as this particular one, but we have a lot of examples where 
our protocols would direct one result but the local health authorities’ rules 
direct another result. So, it’s really not much different than what we’ve 
been dealing with to date. 

Obviously, to the extent some clubs can get players back sooner, you 
know, that is more obvious I guess is what I’d say. But we’ve had from 
the start of the season the ability to have a player test out with two 
negative tests 24 hours apart, test out earlier than 10 days, and the local 
health authorities in Canada haven’t embraced that standard. So our 
U.S. clubs have had a different standard already this season. So it’s 
really just a variation of that. I don’t view it to be all that different. 
Obviously, each of the local health authorities in Canada I’m sure will 
evaluate their own rules and make the rules that they’re comfortable with. 

As far as the day-by-day process in deciding on games being played or 
not right now, and I will take Montreal again as an example because of 
what it has been going through this week, playing with a depleted lineup, 
is there a basic threshold that you’re looking at to say, ‘OK, they’re still 
good, they’re still a go, they can ice a lineup tonight’? 

We get asked that question all the time, particularly me. And what I’d say 
is that there’s no single factor that determines whether we’re postponing 
a game or we’re moving it, or we’re shutting a team down. But I would 
say what is the most important factor is what our doctors are telling us 
with respect to the health and safety issue. 

Then if we check that box, then it becomes how many players are you 
missing? Who are the players? What’s your ability to ice a full team? 
What’s your positional breakdown? Are you on the road or are you at 
home? What’s our ability to reschedule the game? There’s just so many 
factors that play into it. They really are like snowflakes, they’re really a 
case-by-case decision process. And it’s difficult for sure. 
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So there’s no cookie cutter formula, essentially. It’s case by case. 

That’s right. As frustrating as that might be to some people, that is in fact 
the case. And again, I get this question from our general managers, too, 
because they get frustrated, like ‘What’s the magic number?’ I can’t really 
give you a magic number. It really is a variety of factors that we have to 
evaluate. 

Hard to believe we’ve gone this long into the interview and I’m finally 
going to ask you about the Olympic decision, which feels like a million 
years ago now. But since you guys haven’t talked about it since it was 
announced (Dec. 22), and I’m sure you saw Brad Marchand’s comments 
and there are other players understandably disappointed, from the 
league’s perspective, it seems like it ended up being a no-brainer 
decision even though it’s a big one? 

I’ll start by saying when I saw you in Florida (at the Board of Governors 
meeting), I had the expectation that we would be shutting down the 
league and the players would be participating in the Olympics. I did not 
expect the world to change as significantly and as quickly as it did in that 
short amount of time. But the fact of the matter is, it did. And the fact that 
it did made the decision that was made very obvious for a lack of a better 
term. I mean, it was not a close call. 

We’d have no ability to complete our season on the basis that I just 
talked about without using the Olympic break to do it. I’m very 
disappointed for the players, and I obviously sympathize with the fact that 
they view the Olympics to be very important. And I wish we could have 
made it happen this year. But at the end of the day, it wasn’t in the cards. 
And I guess what I’m gratified about is that it wasn’t even like a close call. 
There was really no alternative. If it was a closer call, I think I would have 
had much more difficulty with it. But at the end of the day, the decision 
kind of was made for us. 

I suppose there’s always an outside chance the Olympic Games 
themselves as a whole get postponed a year because of COVID-19 just 
like the Tokyo Summer Games were. And then obviously that re-invites 
the opportunity for NHL players in that case. 

And I’ve committed to the Players’ Association that if that were to take 
place, we would be very cooperative and supportive on the same basis 
as we tried to be this year. 

Notwithstanding that possibility, where does best-on-best hockey go from 
here? Again, knowing that you’re just trying to get through this week with 
the NHL schedule, but I think there’s an appetite with both sides (NHL 
and NHLPA) to have best on best in some form at some point? 

Yeah, and it hasn’t been lost in the mix, either. It’s something that I think 
will take a front-burner position once we get through this storm. And who 
knows when that will be? But I’m hoping in the next couple of weeks we’ll 
be able to not micromanage the schedule on a daily basis and be able to 
sit back and look more strategically, big picture at longer term initiatives. I 
had some internal discussions yesterday on the World Cup. So, it’s not a 
forgotten project. 

Oh really? I guess 2024 is the most obvious window at this point for a 
World Cup of Hockey? Or should I be more open minded about different 
options? 

I think you should be more open-minded about different options. 

OK, interesting. And finally, since I know you’re headed to the Winter 
Classic, everything is good with that game being played Saturday? 

Yes. I got off a call with (NHL executive) Steve Mayer within the last 
hour. He said from a set-up standpoint everything is going very, very 
smoothly. No hiccups. Obviously, we know how to put on these games, 
we know how to make the ice, we know how to account for the weather 
conditions from a technical standpoint. Obviously, I understand it’s going 
to be cold in Minnesota; maybe the coldest we’ve encountered yet for an 
outdoor game. But we were just going over the contingency plans. I’m 
less worried about the players in those types of conditions because the 
bench areas are heated and the nature of our game is that you’re taking 

short shifts and exerting yourself and when you come back to the bench 
you’re in a warm environment. I’m really less worried about the exposure 
of the players. 

I’m worried more about the spectators. But I was just assured there’s a 
lot of indoor space where they can seek shelter from the elements if 
there’s a need to. And we have extra measures in place to make sure 
we’re keeping everyone as warm and protected from the elements as 
possible. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: My (incomplete) 2022 World Junior 
Championship notebook 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Dec 30, 2021  

  

EDMONTON — This was supposed to be a giant notebook covering the 
world juniors’ 31 games. It was supposed to have my tournament all-star 
and MVP ballot, risers and fallers, and in-depth notes on every drafted or 
undrafted NHL prospect of consequence. 

But then only nine of those games were played. So, I decided to open up 
that notebook and give you everything I had to give you a peek into my 
process. 

Here were my work-in-progress takeaways, the things I noticed, and all 
the rest, with some quotes from sources on some of these kids sprinkled 
throughout. 

There are notes on nearly 60 players here, but you’ll notice that there are 
names big and small who are absent. That’s because this is very much a 
stream of consciousness where I’m only jotting down one of two things: 

New things that caught my eye about a player 

Recurring takeaways on their tools/style/execution that I want to make 
sure I hammer home in future evaluations 

F Matvei Michkov (2023 NHL Draft): Michkov’s brilliance comes primarily 
from his ability to make plays quickly (rip a shot, a quick move into a 
pass, a sudden stop-up). But I was really impressed by his ability to 
extend plays against some of the bigger teams and players in the 
tournament, whether that was with a flash of his excellent hands or a 
series of plays through contact. Still that dude. Shines in brief moments 
but he was everywhere too. 

F Sami Paivarinta (overager): Comfortable with the puck on his stick in 
traffic, navigating through holes and shielding it well. Slick hands in tight 
to his body. 

F Samuel Helenius (Los Angeles Kings): Continues to show 
uncharacteristic poise for his size, and even deception with little fakes 
and stutters in control. One of Finland’s better players. Skating isn’t light 
but I wouldn’t say it’s super heavy either. Wanted to make plays. 
Consistently noticeable/impactful. Best line with Lambert and Koivunen. 

F Brad Lambert (2022 NHL Draft): Fearless with the puck. Great in the 
first two games in particular, where he made a ton of plays in control, 
was looking to dictate in possession and racked up five points. Cutbacks! 
The best in the draft on those edges. Slippery. Skating stands out at this 
level. Owed one more assist on the 2-0 goal against Austria. Gets to a lot 
of pucks in the corner and then uses his skating to spin away from his 
man and make a play. Good passer off his backhand. 
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F Kasper Simontaival (Los Angeles Kings): Timing. Slides into holes. 
Arrives at the puck at the right time. Slips off checks with the puck and 
avoids bumps without it. Wide gait to his stride which helps him play 
through contact but does come with some other limitations. 

F Joakim Kemell (2022 NHL Draft): Agility caught me. 

F Oliver Kapanen (Montreal Canadiens): Skating looked smoother than 
I’ve given him credit for. 

F Ville Koivunen (Carolina Hurricanes): Liked him on the cycle as much 
as in open ice, which is nice to see. 

F Roni Hirvonen (Toronto Maple Leafs): Quick hands off of bobbles to 
correct and side-step closed gaps. Guys were catching him in stride (still 
work to be done on his skating). 

D Aleksi Heimosalmi (Carolina Hurricanes): Skating still really pops but 
it’s more than just his edges. Liked his speed when he decided to go 
downhill. 

D Topi Niemela (Toronto Maple Leafs): After a quiet opening game, 
Niemela took two minor penalties against Austria (never a great sign) 
and made some sloppy choices with the puck, and I started to wonder 
what was up with before he blasted one in from the point. 

D Eemil Viro (Detroit Red Wings): I asked TPS head coach Jussi Ahokas 
about Viro on a recent phone call, and his answer was great. Apparently, 
the Red Wings check in often with Ahokas’ defence coach Sami Salo for 
updates on Viro (like more than is typical from an NHL club). Here’s 
Ahokas: 

“Woah. Well first of all as a person, he’s a great guy. He’s a positive, 
talkative kid who is all-around a great person who works hard. As a 
person, I’ve got nothing bad to say about him. And then on top of that as 
a hockey player, he’s a really good skater, he’s good defensively, he can 
hit well, he gets pucks back and gets free, and he’s just an excellent all-
around D. His skating has been the biggest thing, though. That’s what 
has allowed him to progress up levels early. He can play gaps well. He’s 
a smart 19-year-old kid, that’s for sure. I think the biggest thing he still 
has to improve is how he can carry the puck. That’s the big thing he has 
to work on.” 

F Nikita Chibrikov (Winnipeg Jets): One of Russia’s only standouts. 
Looked like he knew he needed to make a difference and he was 
confident he could. 

D Shakir Mukhamadullin (New Jersey Devils): Expected more given the 
state of their blue line. Unremarkable. 

D Owen Power (Buffalo Sabres): Uncanny ability to spin under pressure 
in the corner, dragging pucks through his feet and pivoting in one smooth 
motion to escape and advance the play. Was seeing the ice beautifully in 
possession too. Great recognition of when to join. Active off the line. Hat 
trick in the opener and they all came in different ways. There was a 
seeing eye shot. There was a one-timer. And there was a switch to the 
goal line on the power play where he pounced on a rebound. Toe drags 
incredibly well for his size. Often below goal line rotating off the point. 
Shapes play on his edges with his footwork like a smaller player. 

D Ronan Seeley (Carolina Hurricanes): Didn’t just play passive and play 
off of Power on the top pairing. Liked how he looked to involve himself 
when there were opportunities to as well. 

I recently asked Dennis Williams, Team Canada’s assistant coach and 
Seeley’s head coach in Everett, about him. Here’s what he had to say: 

“I’ve had the fortunate opportunity to coach Ronan for the last three-plus 
years and know his strengths and weaknesses and areas to 
communicate with him. And he’s obviously a guy that we have depended 
on our own team for quite some time. But this is a different level and a 
different stage and he is going to be coached and treated the same as 
everybody. But he does bring from my end a sense of understanding of 
what he can bring on the ice day-in and day-out. He plays a really mature 
game. He’s very solid in all three zones, he defends hard, he can move 

the puck, he can contribute up and down your defensive pairings, and for 
him, he’s gone through a lot. When I look back at his path, it hasn’t been 
a path that is straight up the escalator. And I think the lessons he has 
learned throughout his three years in junior will provide valuable lessons 
for all of the guys here.” 

D Lukas Cormier (Vegas Golden Knights): Loves to slide down the wall 
and make something happen in the offensive zone. Attacked off the line 
confidently, even while under pressure. Stop ups. Hands across his 
body. 

F Justin Sourdif (Florida Panthers): Smooth handler across his body, with 
his feet and hands moving out of sync to pull pucks across defenders in 
control. Drove middle lane without the puck. Protects the puck well, using 
his body to shield it and keep defenders off of him. 

F Mason McTavish (Anaheim Ducks): Can get caught slow-moving from 
a standstill. But when he does get through those first couple of strides, 
and he drops his shoulder and attacks the inside, he’s too much for 
opposing defenders to handle at this level. His tournament-opening goal 
for Canada may have stood up as the best of the tournament and 
included two separate individual efforts before the highlight reel 
unassisted finish under the bar. His ability to make plays under the 
triangle of defenders’ sticks was consistently evident. Drew penalties 
playing through contact. He got from the outside to the front of the net 
with such ease. Just pushing past defenders. 

I got a text from McTavish’s skills coach Pat Malloy midway through one 
of the games remarking on how all of the work McTavish has done on 
puck protection, speed changes, and retrievals to “dictate the terms” has 
paid off and that was clear as day. 

D Donovan Sebrango (Detroit Red Wings): Played physical, step-up style 
from his first shift of the tournament against Czechia. Nice to see him 
involving himself off the line and in transition offensively, too, because 
he’s a better player on that side of the puck than his production in the 
AHL has indicated to date. Struggled when under pressure with the puck 
in the defensive zone, forcing some plays. A couple of excellent stretch 
passes. 

F Xavier Bourgault (Edmonton Oilers): Bourgault does a great job 
improvising under pressure to slide pucks around defenders, switch from 
a two-hand carry to a one-hand carry, or pick up his pace. 
Handles/edges. Creating in depth role. 

F Mavrik Bourque (Dallas Stars): Made some seam plays where he 
identified his linemate on the back side of coverage. One-on-one skill 
showed. Liked him on the forecheck a lot too. 

F Jake Neighbours (St. Louis Blues): Was able to impose himself 
physically and knock guys over on Canada’s checking line. 

G Dylan Garand (New York Rangers): Technically so sound. When he’s 
set in his position and square to pucks, he kicks pucks away and does a 
good job reacting to low shots. Good glove hand. 

D Kaiden Guhle (Montreal Canadiens): Overpowering physically when he 
chose his spots to close a gap and look to separate his man from the 
puck. He exploded a few guys. 

D Olen Zellweger (Anaheim Ducks): Recovery when he’s out of position 
to track back is impressive. One-man exit-entry machine. Wrister 
showing some pop (off of more than just his goal) with an early release 
off of his toe. 

F Cole Perfetti (Winnipeg Jets): Nice to see him being inventive and 
trying things, which he did a lot of (though sometimes I wonder whether 
that’s out of necessity when his feet just aren’t moving quite fast enough). 
Good job staying in the thick of things and being around the puck, too. 
Slick player off of his backhand. Problem-solving one step ahead of 
everyone else on the ice. Seemed like he just had the puck on his stick a 
lot. Sees through layers. Plays pucks into space for himself instead of 
stickhandling them into it, sliding pucks under the triangles of defenders. 
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F Kent Johnson (Columbus Blue Jackets): I thought Johnson played 
really quick throughout the tournament, which has sometimes been a 
criticism of his game. He pushed tempo and moved the puck when it was 
called for instead of trying to hang onto it. Nice to see him using the one-
timer he has worked on. 

F Connor Bedard (2023 NHL Draft): I mean… He made plays with the 
puck on his stick even when the points weren’t falling. Then they came. 
Still tried to involve himself physically. Played with jump. Slick hands. 
Creative. Scorers can get a bad rap that way because there’s this belief 
that they’re always focused on the net. And while he is, there’s a lot to his 
game between the offensive zone blue line and the shot he takes that’s 
inventive. Love that. 

F Logan Stankoven (Dallas Stars): Puck protection, leaning on his lead 
knee and pivoting, really strong and balanced. He’s a fire hydrant. That 
balance also helps him side-step D with a head of steam, even though 
he’s not a speedster per se. 

F Ridley Greig (Ottawa Senators): Great stick defensively. Skating looks 
like it has really smoothed out. Do think his game can lack imagination at 
times. 

F Josef Kolachek (overager): Noticeable despite not finding the 
scoresheet. Good shot. Always seems to be in the right place. 

D David Jiricek (2022 NHL Draft): More tactile than he gets credit for. 
There’s this perception out there that he’s this athletically gifted, hard-
shooting, attacking defender. And he is. But there are also subtleties to 
his game (passes that are almost never off-target, a sneaky-silky first 
touch, etc.). Knee injury (long-term). 

F Pavel Novak (Minnesota Wild): He can still shoot it! 

D Stanislav Svozil (Columbus Blue Jackets): Both really solid and flashed 
some skill, highlighted by a between-the-legs inside-out move to burn 
wide and score under the bar in the opener. 

F Michal Gut (overager): Sees the ice really well. He’s a smooth, flowing 
skater too who hits holes and makes defenders miss in transition. Liked 
what I saw of him. 

F Ivan Ivan (overager): Good power and balance to his stride and he 
sticks with it. Has some nuance to his game with the puck, with an ability 
to make defenders bite on fakes in particular. But he can force it 
offensively. At his best making quick decisions off of carries, where he 
can be quite effective. 

F Jan Mysak (Montreal Canadiens): Driving, attacking the net and cutting 
to the inside. Entering the zone on angles. Played on the perimeter too 
much last year. Made some soft little plays through a layer or two as well. 
Did a good job leading by example to stay above pucks and take care of 
his responsibilities defensively instead of trying to cheat up ice or chase. 

F Jiri Kulich (2022 NHL Draft): Played on the top line with Jan Mysak and 
Pavel Novak and didn’t look out of place. Crafty on the half-wall on the 
power play, constantly adjusting his feet to shape play and steer 
defenders. 

F Sebastian Malat (overager): Good cross-ice vision repeatedly. 

D Jiri Tichachek (overager): Does a great job spinning off of attackers to 
make a quick play. 

F Chaz Lucius (Winnipeg Jets): Two drawn penalties in back-to-back 
shifts in the opener. 

F Matthew Knies (Toronto Maple Leafs): Played his game. Hunch in his 
stride. He really leans out over his toecaps. 

F Mackie Samoskevich (Florida Panthers): Popped in an offensive role 
(surprise, surprise). Nice to see him in that role. 

F Marco Kasper (2022 NHL Draft): Captain. Patient with the puck! Didn’t 
shy away from trying to beat or outwait guys. Low panic threshold. Good 
skater. Love his effort. Stop-ups in control. 

F Vinzenz Rohrer (2022 NHL Draft): Played with Kasper on the top line. 
Great passer. Sees the ice and waits for seams to open before hitting 
them. 

F Florian Elias (overager): Small-skill type is the talking point but love his 
competitiveness. Continue making time for him. 

F Maciej Rutkowski (overager): Slick. Smart player with the puck. Good 
skater. 

F Joshua Samanski (overager): Noticeable. Good hands/dexterity for his 
size. 

D Luca Munzenberger (Edmonton Oilers): Good gaps/stick. Simple but 
effective with the puck. Tried to involve himself with the feet and take 
charge. Played his off-side (the right side) effectively. 

D Simon Edvinsson (Detroit Red Wings): Looked the part of one of the 
top prospects in the tournament and nice to see the points continuing to 
fall. Quickly becoming more than just a transition guy and that much-
needed finishing element inside the offensive zone (as a shooter and 
play-ending passer) is finally beginning to blossom. 

D Emil Andrae (Philadelphia Flyers): Yep, still a favourite. 

F Daniel Torgersson (Winnipeg Jets): I had a conversation with Frolunda 
general manager Freddie Sjostrom about Torgersson, who has been 
loaned to AIK for most of the year after a brutal knee injury. I thought his 
answer on his progress was illuminating: 

“It’s such a special circumstance because he missed all of last year with 
the surgery and rehab. So we wanted to give him a shot to see where he 
was at at the beginning of the season. The plan was all along that if he 
can’t make our team, and in a role that gives him regular ice time, then 
the plan was to loan him out. Because he needs to play. And so far he 
has been doing a good job in AIK and the plan is to keep him there for 
the whole year. We really look at it long term so that he really gets this 
year to play a lot and have a good role on AIK. He was with us all of last 
season rehabbing here. He started early and then trained with us from 
May to August. So he has had a lot of time to work on his fitness and 
he’s in great shape. Physically, he’s great. He just needs to be on the ice 
and get back to his on-ice skill and everything with coordination, timing 
on the ice, and work on his puck skills. We envision him as a big guy who 
is a strong skater and power forward who takes pucks to the net, 
because he is such a big and physical guy. That’s what we want to see 
and what Winnipeg wants to see, is that he’s a tough player to play 
against every night but he also has some skills and the ability to put the 
puck in the net.” 

D Simon Nemec (2022 NHL Draft): Still looks like a top 3-5 guy for me. 
The ultimate play driver from the backend. Calculating. 

F Filip Mesar (2022 NHL Draft): Outshining Juraj Slafkovsky. Problem 
solving with puck becoming a major strength. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames end long COVID layoff with dramatic win over 
Giordano’s Kraken 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis  

December 31, 2021, 2:07 AM 
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Unable to catch up with any of his former Flames teammates before the 
game, Mark Giordano made sure they saw plenty of him once the contest 
started. 

They saw him in the corners, after the whistle and, of course, on the 
scoresheet where the Calgary-turned-Seattle captain marked his first 
game against his former mates with a goal and two assists on Thursday. 

“It felt good, I’m not going to lie,” said Giordano of his game-opening goal 
during a first intermission interview with Sportsnet’s Ryan Leslie. 

“Chippy game so far, I love it. It takes all the other BS out of the game 
with me playing my old team. Guys are into it, it’s good.” 

All that misty-eyed BS aside, no one was surprised Giordano’s legendary 
work ethic and will were driving forces in the Kraken’s ability to stay in a 
game dominated by the Flames. 

Playing for the first time in 19 days due to a COVID-19-induced shutdown 
before Christmas, the Flames overcame two early deficits and a 
disheartening goal that tied things with three minutes left before capping 
a wild finish with a 6-4 win. 

“I hate excuses and I hate that phrase that’s going around that we’ve 
been off for a while,” said Matthew Tkachuk, minutes after breaking a 4-4 
tie with a game-winner — the third goal in a 43-second span. 

“There’s no excuse why we couldn’t come in here and put together our 
greatest effort of the season. Was it that? I highly doubt it, but the guys 
were working and we gave it all we had.” 

In a game that saw the Kraken outshot 40-22, it took an Andrew 
Mangiapane power-play goal with 3:09 left to break a 3-3 tie. 

Thirty seconds later, Jared McCann redirected a Giordano shot past 
Jacob Markstrom to tie the affair, setting the stage for Tkachuk’s five-hole 
finish 13 seconds later. 

Tkachuk is right, there are no excuses for the only team in the league 
that can safely say the latest wave of COVID-19 is behind them. 

Twenty players, as part of a total of 50 staffers and family members, 
have gone through it since Dec. 11, giving the team a full roster that had 
four practices to sharpen up for a game against one of the league’s 
bottom-feeders. 

Nonetheless, the dramatic fashion in which the team re-started its 
season should serve the club well as it embarks on yet another four-
game roadie starting Sunday in Chicago. 

The emotion of playing their former captain did well to spur on the 
Flames. 

“I think that’s the best way to get back into it when you’ve had such a 
layoff, is getting to the emotional part of the game,” said Milan Lucic, 
whose eighth of the year came after Johnny Gaudreau scored Calgary’s 
first two of the night. 

“After (Giordano’s game-opening goal, we started to play a little bit mad 
and pissed off and our game started to build after that.” 

Coach Darryl Sutter singled out Lucic and Gaudreau for “carrying” the 
team at times, which is fair given the former’s physical engagement and 
the latter’s latest offensive brilliance, which included setting up Tkachuk’s 
winner. 

Asked if he shared a tiny bit of the happiness Flames fans had when 
Giordano scored early on, Gaudreau smiled. 

“I was happy for him, but at the end of the day it’s another game and he’s 
on the other team,” said Gaudreau. 

“Honestly, he’s a great captain and I loved playing for him here. Good for 
him. He played well.” 

Exchanging post-whistle bumps with Lucic and Mangiapane, as well as 
having former partner Rasmus Andersson restrain him with a headlock, 

the 38-year-old Giordano was front and centre throughout a 21-minute 
effort against a team he’d still be playing on if not for the summer 
expansion draft that moved him west. 

Taken with the fourth-last pick in the 2019 draft, Dustin Wolf was 
considered a long-term project who had plenty of work ahead of him to 
prove his slight frame could allow him to get to the bigs. 

Well, one third of the way through his first pro season, the 20-year-old 
made his NHL debut as the backup in Seattle, just 20 minutes from 
where he was a junior stud in Everett, Wash. 

With backup goalie Dan Vladar deemed not ready to return to game 
action after getting out of COVID-19 protocol Monday, Wolf was called up 
from AHL Stockton where he has yet to lose in regulation in 16 starts (14-
0-2). 

“It’s pretty special,” said the 168-pound California native. 

“To get my first call-up is obviously pretty exciting. To have family close 
by and, obviously, being close to Everett, I’m sure there will be a bunch 
of Everett fans in the building as well. It’s been an exciting couple of days 
and (I’m) definitely looking forward to the excitement of tonight.” 

The Flames signed Adam Werner in the off-season to be the 
organization’s third-string goalie, but with Wolf sporting a 1.84 GAA and 
.940 save percentage, the youngster forced their hand. 

“This wasn’t charity, bringing him up here,” GM Brad Treliving said of the 
move. 

“Danny couldn’t go, so the next-best goaltender gets the call. That’s 
Dustin. When you get to the post-Christmas break and you haven’t lost a 
regulation game, that’s a pretty good start.” 

Added Sutter, “Goalies are just like coaches, they’re measured by their 
record. Good goalie.” 

Just when it seemed impossible for anyone else on the Flames roster to 
catch Covid, the team announced Thursday morning Brett Ritchie had 
entered the league’s protocol. Ritchie had just returned from a lengthy 
lower-body injury and appeared poised to return to a line with 
Mangiapane and Dillon Dube before the positive test arose. 

The Flames were originally expected to host Winnipeg on New Year’s 
Eve but the game was one of nine postponed by the league for Canadian 
teams looking to avoid losing millions of dollars nightly by playing in front 
of crowds capped at 50% that are unable to eat or drink at the rink. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The Flames’ next game is Sunday in Chicago, kicking off a four-game 
road swing through both Florida stops and ending in Carolina. 

The next scheduled home game is Jan. 11 against the New York 
Islanders. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Omicron, not organizers, to blame for world junior 
cancellation 
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EDMONTON — A day after the cancellation of the 2022 World Junior 
Hockey Championship, it was difficult to discern which was more frigid. 

The frozen locals here in Omsk, Alta., where Thursday’s high of minus-
27 C was reached just before noon? Or the social media heroes who 
ripped organizers of the tournament with their usual 20/20 hindsight? 

It was the day after the unthinkable had happened on Wednesday: they 
cancelled the World Juniors. And the weirdest thing? There wasn’t a 
person among the informed decision-makers who awoke Thursday with a 
better idea, given the rising positives among some 8,700 tests 
administered here. 

“I have great empathy and sympathy for everyone involved in the event 
— the Oilers, the (Red Deer) Rebels, the officials, the volunteers, the 
staff and the 10 teams,” began Hockey Canada President and COO 
Scott Smith. “I’ve spent more of my time thinking, ‘Is there a way we can 
do an event at some point in time where we can deliver for that group of 
people?’ 

“What I haven’t done, or been in any conversations about with the people 
who are in the know — the IIHF, the local organizing committee and 
ourselves — is hear anyone say, ‘I wish we would have done this. Or 
that.’” 

As the aftermath unfolded Thursday we learned that Swedish goalie 
Jesper Wallstedt was among seven more positive COVID-19 tests. Five 
players from five different teams tested positive, as well as two more 
support staff. 

On a day that the Quebec Major Junior League suspended play until Jan. 
17, and Ontario reduced indoor stadium capacity limits to 1,000 people, 
the hockey world settled into the reality that anything short of an all-
encompassing bubble would not guarantee the continuation of a 
tournament or season. 

Or, many believe, provincial and federal health standards should have 
been more relaxed, and the tournament should have carried on. Sure — 
go ahead and write a letter. But that was not an option, full stop. 

The biggest question being asked was why everyone wasn’t in an all-
encompassing bubble, like the last World Juniors and the Stanley Cup 
playoffs before that. But asking that question — when for the past many 
months sports had been trending towards full houses and general 
normalcy — is like asking a skydiver why he jumped out of the plane with 
a faulty parachute? 

If he’d have known the ‘chute wouldn’t open, do you think he’d have 
jumped? 

On Thursday we read shots from a Slovakian goaltender on Instagram, 
while the day before a Finnish coach tore into organizers on the Twitter 
account of a Pittsburgh hockey writer. 

They must have seen Omicron coming. Move over, Dr. Fauci. 

“If Omicron had showed up a month later, or if this event was held a 
month earlier, we would have delivered an event, likely, with full buildings 
and great attendance,” Smith said. “It ended up being a perfect storm: 
The teams arrived on Dec. 15, a Wednesday. The following Tuesday is 
when the Alberta government made the announcement that there would 
be a 50 per cent capacity (plus no food and beverage). That’s how 
quickly things change.” 

Organizers were back-peddling from the very beginning. No different 
than the NHL, the NBA or the NFL, but with a much smaller window in 
which to complete their schedule. 

“The grab of the Omicron variant and how contagious it was just seemed 
to evolve, and evolve, and become more significant on a daily basis 
every day after Dec. 15. We just didn’t have the luxury of time… and our 
doctors told us that there was likely to be further positives. We just didn’t 
think we could out-pace the variant,” Smith said. “Maybe if Omicron had 
hit in August we’d have done things differently. But the combination of 
when it arrived, when the teams arrived, and what our plans were, I’m 

proud of the fact that we delivered a better environment than what we 
had planned for. 

“Unfortunately it wasn’t protective enough.” 

And the Red Deer wedding? 

Smith said organizers had a hold on the entire Red Deer hotel a year 
ago. “Because that’s where the world was, a year ago.” 

Then they eased off over the summer. Because that’s what the rest of 
the world was doing. 

Ironically, Smith had received blowback from competing teams as 
recently as late November about the restrictive protocols. When those 
teams arrived and Hockey Canada tightened the screws even more 
under the threat of Omicron, more federations complained. 

Alas, what was needed was an outright bubble, and all they had was a 
“protective environment.” 

“There was never any plan for replicating the bubble from last year,” 
confirmed Smith. 

Accuse Hockey Canada, the IIHF and local organizers of not seeing 
Omicron coming back in about July or August — when they could have 
done something about it. That is fair. 

But when you’re done with that, find us the sports league, government or 
health board who did predict a new variant’s arrival, and all that it has 
wrought. 

When this tournament was planned, sports events were opening up. Not 
closing down. 

We haven’t made much progress then, have we? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Seven interesting NHL players to watch in 2022 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

December 29, 2021, 11:46 AM 

 

With 2021 winding down, we’re looking ahead to 2022. Specifically, we’re 
pinpointing players to watch in the second half of the season. 

What makes a player one to watch? Strong underlying numbers are a 
start, but really we’re looking to those who are trending in the right 
direction as of late, or who should find themselves in a better position to 
succeed moving forward. 

Let’s dive in. 

Elias Pettersson, Vancouver 

It’s only been a few games, but Bruce Boudreau seems to be making a 
difference to start his tenure in Vancouver. Whether minor tactical 
adjustments or just a change in the vibes, his players seem to be 
responding early. And that includes Pettersson, who got off to a 
challenging start this season and saw his minutes decline as a result. 

Now, Pettersson seems to be trending in the right direction. At 5-on-5, we 
expect to see him excel alongside winger Conor Garland who can buy 
him time and space. Plus, there’s potential in a net-front role on the top 
power play unit moving forward. So, let’s see what 2022 has to offer after 
a tough second half to 2021. 
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Jason Robertson, Dallas 

Through 23 games, last year’s Calder finalist is up to 10 goals and 25 
points. He’s picked up right where he left off with his scoring -- now up to 
3.86 points per 60 minutes in all situations that lands him 11th in the 
league -- and below the surface. That was the key to his Calder case last 
season; Robertson's play-driving was a huge difference maker at 5-on-5 
that really fuelled his part in the race (in addition to his scoring). 

That’s no different this year. Alongside Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski, 
the trio has earned over 69 per cent of the expected goal rate at even 
strength. So while the sophomore’s shooting percentage may be slightly 
elevated, this line is generating offence that may help keep their 
production sustainable moving forward. 

Ivan Barbashev, St. Louis 

Before going on the COVID list, Barbashev was clicking alongside 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Pavel Buchnevich in St. Louis -- and as long as 
he returns to the middle of that trio, we expect it to continue. 

Together, they have a 58 per cent expected goals rate in just over 73 
minutes of play. Tarasenko’s having an excellent bounce back year, 
scoring up to expectation and often driving to the slot while two-way 
winger Buchnevich is the primary passer. As for Barbashev, he’s not far 
behind Buchnevich in his passes to the slot. Plus, he’s contributing some 
goal scoring; though he’s scoring at a higher clip than years past, his 
goal production does line up with expectations. So we’re curious how he 
builds on this start, in what looks to be a career year. 

Anthony Cirelli, Tampa Bay 

After breaking out in his second full NHL season and pushing his name 
into the Selke conversation, Cirelli took a step back last year -- especially 
while playing through injury. He didn’t score at as high of a pace as he 
did in 2019-20 and struggled defensively. This year, though, he’s 
rebounded when the team’s needed it most, as Tampa has been without 
Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov through much of the season to this 
point. 

With the support of the Lightning’s best around him, we expect Cirelli to 
thrive in the second half of the season. As we noted just before the 
pause, Tampa kept collecting points as their offensive generation slipped 
at 5-on-5 and on the power play. Having their stars back should boost 
that and the players around them, too -- including Cirelli, who has tilted 
the ice in his team’s favour even while they were short-staffed. 

William Karlsson, Vegas 

Speaking of two-way centres, there’s Karlsson in Vegas. After being 
sidelined with a broken foot, he’s played just 18 games so far, netting 
eight points along the way. While it’s obviously a limited sample, it’s 
encouraging that the team has rocked a 61 per cent expected goals rate 
at even strength with him deployed. But we can see that getting even 
better as more reinforcements enter the lineup. 

In a sense, he’s being bumped as the team’s 1C. So why mention him 
here? Because we’re curious about how Vegas shifts the lines for 
balance once Jack Eichel makes his debut. Slotting him between Max 
Pacioretty and Mark Stone may stack one line too much, leaving some 
imbalance elsewhere. Maybe the answer is pairing Eichel with one of 
those wingers, and subsequently, Karlsson with the other. Or, if 
Pacioretty and Stone prove they should stick together, maybe Karlsson 
just rounds out that trio. Either way, our interest is piqued. 

Evan Bouchard, Edmonton 

After averaging 14:50 in all situations in 14 games played last year, 
Bouchard’s playing legitimate minutes for the Oilers in 2021-211, now 
averaging 21:28 through his first 29 games. On defence, that’s second 
only to number one Darnell Nurse. In those minutes, Bouchard’s scoring 
at a rate of 1.74 points per 60 in all situations, which ranks 24th in the 
league among defencemen. 

At 5-on-5, Edmonton’s generating quality offence when the frequent-
shooting Bouchard is on the ice -- a rate of 3.04 expected goals per 60, 
which ranks fourth on the team (behind Zach Hyman, Jesse Puljujarvi, 
and Connor McDavid). And for a team that needs contributions 
everywhere to support its elite leading forwards, Bouchard's contributions 
have been key. The second half of the season should help the Oilers see 
just how much they can lean on him, as they try to make the most of the 
two entry-level years remaining on Bouchard's contract. 

Rasmus Sandin, Toronto 

With no structural damage to his knee, it’s possible Sandin resumes his 
strong start to the season early in 2022. Before being sidelined with 
injury, the 21-year-old's minutes were fairly sheltered on the third pair. 
That said, he was making an impact. His transition play helped move the 
puck up the ice, standing out in particular in his passes to facilitate zone 
entries. And once in the offensive end, along with Morgan Rielly, Sandin 
helped set up his teammates with quantity and quality passing. 

That play is going to come in handy down the stretch, especially if the 
coaches start shifting him higher if (and when) others struggle. It’s the 
final year of Sandin's entry-level contract on top of it, so this is a player 
(and situation) to keep an eye on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / An ode to arena noise and 2021's MVP, the hockey fan 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

December 30, 2021, 9:46 AM 

 

There is no whispering in hockey. 

There are no volunteers to hold up “quiet please” signs while a player 
reads a putt. Instead, the noise gets ramped up as the pressure mounts. 
When there’s a clean breakaway and a player faces some of his biggest 
decisions, the screaming intensifies. The home crowd doesn’t hush like it 
does for a quarterback to communicate more effectively before the snap, 
and there’s no stillness for a player to shoot a free throw. It is loud from 
beginning to buzzer, and in the most crucial moments, louder. 

That’s not to say what hockey players are doing is any harder, it’s just 
one of the conditions of the game itself. It’s a hard frozen puck rattling off 
iron posts and solid glass, it’s hard metal cutting into hard ice and hard 
sticks held by some hardened players. You have to shout to be heard 
over the steady din. 

As a kid, you play in small barns with canyon-depth echoes. When those 
most weary panes of glass behind the goal meet missed shots they sing 
through every crevice of those steel and cement barns, peeking into 
dressing rooms and concession stands in every corner of the rink. With 
seating on one side and low roofs, hockey players know the acoustic 
symphony of their childhoods and remember those sounds fondly. 
Practices sounded like controlled car crashes. 

But those sounds change, if not in decibels than in variety. The type of 
noise you experience changes as you grow up and rise through the 
ranks. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 
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The families in attendance in those early playing years extends to friends 
as players become teenagers, and if they’re good enough, maybe a few 
less connected but still interested people. Junior hockey capacities grow 
into the thousands, and as the roofs get higher and the echoes grow 
more faint, the voices multiply in volume to fill the available space. 

It’s the trippiest thing the first few times you practice in the sensory 
deprivation tank that is a pro hockey arena without fans, because 
stripping sound from hockey is like stripping colour from art. There, all 
things audible disappear as if vacuumed into the sky, like the elevated 
press box is some horizontal black hole. The echoes are all but gone, 
and shouts feel feeble as they drift aloft and lose their density like puffs of 
smoke. 

It’s when you return to those rinks at night that the charge of sound 
comes back, the energy, the excitement, the noise that to most of us 
feels like hockey because it sounds like hockey should. The fans do that. 
How the droning murmur of a crowd reaches its crescendo with a 
chance, and falls away only to build again...that becomes the rhythm of 
the game, replacing the still-rising-and-falling but more staccato sounds 
of pucks and skates from our youth. 

All of this is to say, this is an ode to hockey fans, who give our game 
vibrancy and life and a pulse, of which the game was sadly devoid when 
the NHL put its head down and plowed forward through the largely fan-
less 2020-21 (OK, just 2021) season. 

We tried, and the league tried, and the players did their best. We all love 
hockey, and so the games went on, many still watched, and storylines 
emerged and faded away. That “something is better than nothing” 
version of fandom felt like eating for sustenance, consuming bread and 
water to get to the next day, and forgetting flavour exists. 

But when Tampa Bay played Florida in the first round of the playoffs in 
front of fans, it was like a Michelin star meal, a slap in the frontal lobe that 
reminded us of the fullness and emotion that had been missing from 
games. It reminded us how much of the game is fuelled by sound. 

There are a lot of people whose efforts go into making an entertaining 
hockey game, and the absence of the fans made it patently clear that it’s 
not always the players who bring the energy and enjoyment. Great 
crowds can pick up dull games and generate momentum from small 
chances for a home team. And when they gave momentum, it felt more 
sustainable than it did in the quiet arenas. 

Hockey is the world’s best live sport, and because of that, hockey fans 
watching on television rely more on the crowd than fans of other sports. 
You can close your eyes and get a sense for how chances are being 
traded, how close teams are coming, and even feel when the energy 
builds strong enough that a goal is imminent. Crowd reaction lets us 
know what’s worth paying attention to (fun fact: when putting together 
highlight packs and labelling moments from games for future use, some 
television networks use a program that clips moments linked expressly to 
crowd volume. If all a highlight pack shows are the clips that made the 
crowd get loudest, you’re likely showing the game’s most pivotal 
moments). 

I write this now as some fans have been pulled from some buildings in 
Canada yet again, and the threat of more teams doing the same looms. 
We’ve seen a few of those games play out, and it’s impossible to deny 
how deflating it feels yet again. (The league postponing some of the 
Canadian games is a financial decision, but they surely don’t enjoy the 
product that empty buildings seem to produce either). The contrast is just 
too strong. That’s not anybody’s fault, it’s just become so clear how 
important it is to have fans in the building for live NHL hockey. 

And so, as we’re just days away from an uncertain 2022, I hand out my 
NHL MVP award to you, to us, to the fans of the NHL who so markedly 
improve the quality of hockey as the game's lifeblood. It’s impossible to 
know how fan attendance will play out in the year ahead, but what isn’t 
impossible to know is just how great it is when fans are able to be there 
providing that energy. The sounds of pucks and skates alone only works 
in small barns. Hockey is a noisy sport, it’s meant to be, and NHL fans 

provide that soundtrack to games in North America’s most cavernous 
arenas. 

Hockey is wonderful alone, it’s just so much better with fans. And so in a 
sport without whispering, it’s only fitting to close the year out with that 
proper shout-out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Reborn Canucks extend win streak to seven: 'We've got 
our confidence back' 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

December 30, 2021, 8:21 AM 

 

While it is true that all National Hockey League games are worth two 
points, they are not all equal. 

The points in the standings that the Vancouver Canucks banked with 
Wednesday’s 2-1 overtime road win against the Anaheim Ducks, though 
helpful, were not the most important thing the National Hockey League 
team carried away as it drove up Interstate 5 to play the Los Angeles 
Kings on Thursday. 

Forget about the facts the Canucks had lost six straight games over 
nearly five years in Anaheim, and that Ducks’ goalie John Gibson had 
owned them like Disney owns the theme-park tourist trade in Orange 
County. 

Just three-and-a-half weeks ago, the Canucks were 8-15-2, which is why 
they fired head coach Travis Green and general manager Jim Benning -- 
and their top lieutenants -- on the same night. 

Wednesday was the team’s seventh straight win under new coach Bruce 
Boudreau, who tied an NHL record by starting his new job with a winning 
streak of that length. But it had been 13 days since the Canucks’ made it 
to 6-0, their holiday break extended by COVID-19 and five postponed 
games. 

During the intermission to their revival, the Canucks practised five times. 
So, at least Boudreau had the chance to refine and add to the renovation 
of Vancouver’s systems play after his mid-season arrival. 

No matter what, the Canucks were going to be game-rusty but better 
drilled after the extended break. But for how far they have come in 
December, and for where Boudreau hopes to take them, the Canucks 
had to maintain their confidence and hope and re-start their momentum 
by beating a legitimately-good Ducks team. 

And then the Canucks were down 1-0 on the road in a building that has 
been a domicile of doom for years, against a goalie in Gibson who was 
12-2-1 all-time against Vancouver. 

The Canucks won anyway, tying the game on Tanner Pearson’s third-
period goal and winning it 26 seconds into overtime when J.T. Miller 
banked the puck off the boards to himself, skated 130 feet to chase it 
down on a breakaway as Gibson stayed rooted in his crease, and rifled a 
shot high-blocker on his friend and former Team USA world junior 
teammate. 

The Canucks have won seven straight games to make it back to .500, at 
15-15-2, faster than anyone thought possible. Their belief in themselves 
probably grew by more than two points on Wednesday. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 31, 2021 

 

“It’s F’n awesome,” Miller told Sportsnet’s Dan Murphy in his walk-off 
interview. “I’m tickled as hell to win that game. We’ve got a good thing 
going right now.” 

Later, when his euphoria had dulled only slightly, Miller told reporters on 
Zoom: “We believe in ourselves right now. It's hard to find that belief 
when, early in the year, you find a way to lose every game, no matter if 
you play well or not. Tonight, I thought, we knew in the second period, we 
kind of had them. 

“We knew what was working. I don't think it was a bad first period. We 
just looked like we were getting our bearings a little bit after the break. 
And then the second, we really started to realize we were doing some 
good things and knew what it was going to take to win a game. And the 
third was by far our best period. So this was really good for our group to 
stay with it -- a character-type win like that.” 

The Canucks outshot the 17-9-7 Ducks 29-15 after a ragged first period 
in which the only goal was scored on a breakaway by Anaheim's Sam 
Carrick, who got behind defenceman Brad Hunt after Tucker Poolman 
made an unwise challenge in the neutral zone. 

This was the same opponent, in the same arena, who thrashed the 
Canucks 5-1 on Nov. 14, during a three-game road disaster that was 
really the end for Green and Benning. 

They won Wednesday without key winger Brock Boeser, who went into 
COVID-19 protocol with teammate Phil Di Giuseppe earlier in the day. 

They may lose Thursday against the Kings. But the Canucks did 
something by coming from behind against the Ducks -- on the road after 
a 13-day layoff -- that a month ago would have been nearly as 
unthinkable as a seven-game winning streak. 

“We've got our confidence back,” Pearson said after scoring from 
excellent passes by Miller and defenceman Quinn Hughes. 

The Canucks made it to overtime by killing the last of four penalties 
halfway through the third period. 

Five of the seven wins under Boudreau have been by one goal. 

“If you believe that you can win when you're close, then usually that 
happens,” the coach said. “I just think that the mind is such a strong 
element, when you're playing in any sport, and hockey is no different. It 
didn't matter who the coach was, if this was the beginning of the year 
when they were slumping and they got that penalty with nine minutes to 
go they would have said: ‘Ah, here we go, they're going to score. They're 
going to score but we played a great game.’ But now, they were defiant 
and said they weren't going to score. No matter how many good chances 
(Anaheim had) or how tired our defence was out there, it was something 
really special.” 

Whatever this is, however long it lasts, it is special for the Canucks. 

They look reborn. 
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