
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 1, 2022 

 

 

 

How Canes rookie Seth Jarvis channeled his inner Santa Claus for grateful teammates 

By Chip Alexander 

First, a disclaimer: Antti Raanta’s kids should not be allowed 
to see or be read this story. 

It’s just that rookie forward Seth Jarvis has done a little of 
everything for the Carolina Hurricanes this season, and that 
includes serving as Santa Claus at the Raanta house. 

Played on the top line centered by Sebastian Aho? Jarvis 
has done that. 

Played on the fourth line centered by Derek Stepan? Jarvis 
has done that. 

Clean up the loose pucks after practice? Jarvis, the rookie, 
has done that, too. 

And Santa? 

Seems that Raanta needed someone to fill that role on 
Christmas, which the goalie said the Finns celebrate on Dec. 
24. Jarvis was available. And willing. 

So on went the Santa outfit. 

“Hat, beard, pants, belt,” Jarvis said Friday. 

Pillows? “Yeah, had to put a couple of pillows in there,” 
Jarvis said. 

A full white beard? “Of course,” he said, smiling. “They 
couldn’t tell. I was Santa Claus for like 30 minutes.” 

It made for a fun time for Jarvis, Raanta and the other Finns 
on the team — Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. Nino Niederreiter, a Swiss native, was an invited 
guest that night, Jarvis said. 

Santa didn’t speak Finnish but no problem, he said. Raanta’s 
kids, Evelyn and Lukas, apparently had been told in school 
that Santa speaks English. 

“I did learn how to say ‘Merry Christmas’ in Finnish, just in 
case,” Jarvis said. 

Raanta, for one, was impressed. And appreciative. 

“He was really good,” Raanta said. “My daughter is almost 5 
and that went so well for her. She was so happy about just 
having Santa Claus. We were first thinking about me doing 
that but my wife pretty much told me not to ruin that for my 
daughter. 

“Seth did an awesome job and my daughter still believes in 
Santa, so that’s a win for us.” 

Plenty to Celebrate 

Jarvis, 19, has had a lot to celebrate in 2021. He made the 
Canes roster out of training camp, then got his chance to 
play when Niederreiter was injured in late-October. He made 
the most of that, gaining the trust of Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, getting his minutes and producing. 

“I think he’s been great,” Brind’Amour said Friday. “You talk 
about some positives from the year and I don’t think we 
envisioned that guy being in the group. A real slim chance to 
where he is now.” 

Jarvis had played 20 games when his season was 
interrupted by COVID-19. After playing at Vancouver on Dec. 
12, he tested positive and was placed in the NHL COVID 
protocol along with Aho. 

Jarvis was not asymptomatic. He said Friday that he had 
chills for a day and a “pretty bad cough,” and said he lost his 
taste for about three days. 

“It was tough,” he said. “I thought I was playing good and 
then I went through a few games where I wasn’t as good and 
then that Vancouver game I thought I broke out again and 
thought I played well. 

“And then to get COVID ... it was weird. I was feeling not 
great to start that road trip and then the Vancouver game I 
thought ‘Oh, I feel good again.’ Turns out I had COVID. To 
take those two weeks off (stunk).” 

But that’s behind him now. Off the COVID list, he was back 
in the lineup Thursday against the Montreal Canadiens, had 
14 minutes of ice time and scored a third-period power-play 
goal as the Canes (22-7-1) took a 4-0 victory at PNC Arena. 

The winning goalie? Raanta, who picked up his first shutout 
of the season. Seems fitting Jarvis helped him seal the deal. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Columbus Blue Jackets 

When: Saturday, 1 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM
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2021 In Review: A Franchise-Best Year 

Pacing the NHL, hanging a banner, winning awards, and a 
future brighter than ever 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The closing of the calendar year is often 
viewed as a time to reflect, looking back on the 365 days that 
were. What has changed? What are we proud of? Well, 
perhaps a better question is asking what hasn't changed? In 
terms of what to be proud of, there's a lot of that for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Best Year Yet 

Accumulating a record of 58-19-9 and 125 points over the 
course of 86 games, the team etched franchise history in 
wins, points and win percentage in 2021. Their victories were 
four better than 2019 when they totaled 54 and in terms 
points, 13 more than the same 2019 when they racked up 
112. On top of those two, their points percentage not only the 
best-ever for the organization, but a league-leading .727%. 
To further, no club in the NHL has accomplished that number 
since 2013. 

Only nine teams in NHL history have ever amassed more 
than 125 points during a span of any January 1 - December 
31, with the Canes now becoming one of them. 

One of the driving factors that led the team to their success 
has been keeping the puck out of their net, another category 
in which they paced the NHL during the calendar year. 
Allowing just 196 goals in total, the team's average of just 
2.28 goals against-per-game comes in as the lowest margin. 
An area that played a crucial role in keeping the puck out of 
the net? The penalty kill, which also claims the top spot 
league-wide for 2021, shutting down 86.8% of opposing 
team man advantages. 

A Banner & Awards 

All of the above led to another banner going up in the rafters 
of PNC Arena, as the Canes claimed the 2020-21 Discover 
Central Division Championship. 

Moved from the Metropolitan to the Central as a part of the 
NHL's temporary realignment for the COVID-19-shortened 
regular season, the team made their introduction a strong 
one, claiming the #1 seed with points in 44 of their 56 
games. A large portion of that success came from home ice, 
where they took an earning in the standings in an 
outstanding 25 out of 28 contests. 

Along with the team's success, or rather, as a part of that 
team success was the outstanding work of defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin. Participating in his sixth and seventh seasons 
with the team, #74 made more and more fans around the 

league aware of his abilities as one of the best defenders in 
all of the National Hockey League. Taking just one penalty 
during the entire 2020-21 campaign, Slavin was awarded 
with the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, given to the player 
adjudged to have exhibited the best type of sportsmanship 
and gentlemanly conduct, combined with a high standard of 
playing ability. 

In addition to the individual award, the team's head coach, 
Rod Brind'Amour, was also recognized for his work as well. 
The same day that he signed a three-year extension to 
remain with the team, the former team captain and Stanley 
Cup winner himself was presented with the Jack Adams 
Award - given to the league's best coach - for the 2020-21 
season. 

1,000 For The Captain 

On April 12, 2021 the team celebrated Jordan Staal, who 
played in his 1,000th NHL game. 

Just shy of 15 years after he made his debut with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, the leader of the locker room was 
celebrated with a pre-game ceremony and earning an assist 
in the effort against Detroit. 

Joining rare company, Staal is one of just 357 players since 
the NHL's inception in 1917 to play 1000 games, with now 
more than 600 of them coming in a Hurricanes sweater. 
Providing countless memories along the way, it was an 
unforgettable night recognizing the effort of one of the 
biggest icons in team history. 

A Very Bright Future 

2021 was the first full calendar year that the Canes were in 
affiliation with the Chicago Wolves, with the Illinois-based 
club serving as the franchise's top developmental affiliate. 
How did they celebrate that partnership? With an American 
Hockey League best 41 wins during the calendar year, also 
claiming their own Central Division Championship on the way 
to having the league's best position in the standings. 

In just one year's time we have already seen how necessary 
it remains to have NHL-ready players available on call, with 
16 players playing for both the Wolves and the Canes over 
the course of that span. Despite the revolving door, Chicago 
(AHL) posted a year-long record of 41-13-2-3 (87 Points, 
.737 Win Percentage), also taking the highest points 
percentage of any NHL team's AHL affiliate. 

On top of the players who are just a step away, the players 
coming up the pipeline from their drafting day are also 
providing a whole new level of optimism for the franchise. 
Although the tournament was unfortunately cancelled earlier 
this week due to the impact of COVID-19 after just three 
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days, the Canes made history twice at the 2022 IIHF World 
Junior Championships. The team became the first club to 
have ten players named to final rosters since the NHL 
shortened the draft to seven rounds and they also became 
the first organization ever to have four seventh round picks 
representing their countries. This is a massive testament to 
the team's ability to navigate the draft, headed by Assistant 
General Manager Darren Yorke. 

2021 Leaders: 

Games Played - Sebastian Aho (83) 

Goals - Sebastian Aho (39) 

Assists - Sebastian Aho (52) 

Points - Sebastian Aho (91) 

Penalty Minutes - Andrei Svechnikov (79) 

Overtime Goals - Martin Necas (3) 

Time On Ice per Game - Jaccob Slavin (23:21) 

Goaltending Wins - Frederik Andersen (16)

 

Preview: Canes at Blue Jackets 

Carolina kicks off 2022 in Columbus 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After returning to play Thursday night for 
the first time in nearly two weeks, the Carolina Hurricanes 
will look to continue their momentum into the new year today 
in Columbus. 

When: Saturday, January 1, 1 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 22-7-1 (45 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-0 Win over the Montreal Canadiens on 
Thursday, December 30. 

Blue Jackets Record: 15-13-1 (31 Points, 6th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Blue Jackets Last Game: 4-3 Shootout Win over Nashville 
Predators on Thursday, December 30. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Not Today, COVID: Yesterday defenseman Brendan Smith 
rejoined the team for practice, effectively moving the team's 

current COVID-19 Protocol list to zero. Jesper Fast returned 
for Thursday's win over Montreal and Freddie Andersen 
served as the backup to Antti Raanta for the same game. If 
everyone stays healthy for today's game, it will be the first 
contest since November 20 that the group is not impacted by 
COVID-related issues. 

Keep The Momentum: Entering tonight Carolina has won 
seven of their last eight games. Their only loss in the stretch 
came to the red-hot Vancouver Canucks on Sunday, 
December 12. 

Stuntin' Sebastian: Sebastian Aho enters tonight having 
recorded multiple points in his last six games played. 
Recording 14 points during the span, he's only the third 
player in franchise history to reach that mark and the first 
since Kevin Dineen, who did so during the 1988-89 season. 

Get The First One: The Canes are 15-2-1 when striking first 
this season. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Tony DeAngelo needs two more assists to 
reach 100 in his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
away sweaters tonight.
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World Junior Championship: Who Can Return in 2023 (Part 1) 

With the 2022 World Junior Championships canceled, it's 
time to take an early look at what next year's tournament 
might provide. Tony Ferrari kicks it off by looking at who 
Canada, Finland, Germany, Czechia and Austria can bring 
back for next year. 

By Tony Ferrari 

With the 2022 World Junior Championships canceled, it's 
time to take an early look at what next year's tournament 
might provide. 

While a number of players will be age out of the event, every 
team has a few players that will likely get a second chance. 
Let’s take a look at who is returning for the teams in Group 
A. 

Canada 

Seven: D Carson Lambos, D Olen Zelleweger, F Connor 
Bedard, F Shane Wright, F Dylan Guenther, F Mason 
McTavish, F Logan Stankoven 

This will be a really interesting group of returnees. While 
there is almost no doubt that Connor Bedard will be back for 
his draft year after an excellent, albeit limited, showing at this 
year’s event, the rest of the roster is a bit of a question.  

McTavish was almost a full-time Anaheim Duck this year so 
it’s expected he’ll be there next year. Shane Wright is on 
track to be a first overall pick and will almost assuredly play 
in the NHL from day one. Buffalo did allow Owen Power to 
take an extra year at the University of Michigan, and if Wright 
is still not blowing the OHL out of the water in the second 
half, maybe he doesn’t play in the NHL day one. Guenther is 
another player expected to be in the NHL next season as the 
Coyotes will be in need of the scoring punch Guenther can 
provide. 

That leaves Lambos and Zelleweger on the back end and 
Stankoven up front. Lambos has been a Hockey Canada 
fixture at events for years and will likely take on a bigger role 
next year than expected this year. Zelleweger will track to be 
Canada’s powerplay force and puck mover from the blueline. 
Stankoven has faced doubts at every level because of his 
size but he’s done nothing but score the lights out every time 
he’s been given a chance. With Bedard in tow and the 
possibility of Wright coming back, albeit slim, this could be a 
decent but small group of returnees for Canada.  

Finland (7) 

D Aleksi Heimosalmi, F Brad Lambert, F Joakim Kemell, F 
Oliver Kapanen, F Ville Koivunen, F Sami Päivärinta, F Kalle 
Väisänen 

The Finns were being led by the pair of Koivunen and 
Lambert in the early goings of the 2022 World Juniors so 
having those two back will be a big win for the Finns. 
Lambert is an elite transition player with some of the best 
raw tools among junior-aged players worldwide and is 
eligible for this year’s NHL draft. Koivunen thinks the game at 
an elite level and has the skill to play off his linemates at a 
very high level. Hopefully, the chemistry developed this year 
can carry over so that the combo of Koivunen and Lambert 
should help lead the way next year again.  

Heimosalmi will be one of the team’s best blueliners next 
year. The young Finnish defender was slowly beginning to 
show that his puck-moving ability and manipulative puck skill 
that earned him top defenseman of the tournament at the 
U18 tournament in Texas this past spring. He may even 
possess the offensive flair to challenge for World Junior top 
defenseman next year.  

Joakim Kemell and Oliver Kapanen will be looking to 
establish bigger roles as neither were really able to get their 
feet off the ground in Edmont. Kemell can be a difference-
making goal scorer while Kapanen has the two-way game to 
match up against opponents’ best lines. Päivärinta and 
Väisänen both played small roles this year but will be looking 
to establish themselves as stronger contributors in the 
middle-six next year.  

Germany (4) 

G Nikita Quapp, D Adrian Klein, F Bennet Roßmy, F Thomas 
Heigl 

The German team was fun to watch in their short stint in 
Edmonton, beating Czechia in a thrilling overtime game and 
giving Finland a run for its money. The German hockey 
program is starting to make its mark, and they did it without 
Tim Stützle, JJ Peterka, and Moritz Seider. They will again 
be looking at a new group of talent next year as they return 
the fewest members of any nation from this year’s team with 
just four returnees.  

Roßmy will be the key skater who returns to the group. 
Bringing his leadership experience as captain of the U18 
team, he will likely be looked to for some more offensive 
production next year. Klein has shown some promise as a 
defensive blueliner and he has some pro experience as well. 
Getting him back to anchor the backend will be important. 
The most important returning member of the squad is Nikita 
Quapp. A legitimate NHL prospect, Quapp was a draft pick of 
the Carolina Hurricanes and will look to continue his 
development in the DEL.  
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Czechia (12) 

G Daniel Král, D David Jiříček, D David Moravec, D Jakub 
Šedivý, D David Spacek, D Jiri Tichacek, D Stanisalv Svozil, 
F Jiří Kulich, F Jakub Brabenec, F Jakub Kos, F Pavel 
Novák, F Martin Ryšavý 

Czechia is in a great spot with a great deal of their team 
returning! They have six defensemen returning which could 
give them an entire top-six blueline group with at least a bit 
of World Junior experience. Jiříček was slated to miss the 
remainder of the tournament so he will get his second 
chance at helping the Czechs with his impressive two-way 
game. Jiříček can fire bombs from the blueline, quarterback 
a power play quite well and his physicality defensively will 
bring a big element to Czechia. Svozil impressed with a bit of 
surprising skill, scoring one of the tournament's nicest goals 
while holding his own defensively. Tichacek and Spacek 
have some fun elements to their game as puck movers 
which should make them welcome returns.  

Upfront, the most important returnee may wind up being 
Kulich. The 2022 NHL draft prospect has been a fast riser 
through the first half of the year. His pace pushing game puts 
defenses on their heels and his skill at high speed is 
impressive. Novák is a hired gun, showing plenty of ability to 
score at the junior level. He lacks high-end mobility but he 
has a solid shot and good timing when getting into pockets of 
space. Branenec and Ryšavý will be looking to continue their 
run as solid contributors and secondary scoring.  

Austria (15) 

D Luca Erne, D Lukas Hörl, D Lorenz Lindner, D Matteo 
Mitrovic, D Lukáš Nečesaný, D David Reinbacher, D Tobias 

Sablattnig, D Christoph Tialler, F Luca Auer, F Mathias 
Böhm, F Tim Geifes, F Marco Kasper, F Vinzenz Rohrer, F 
Johannes Tschurnig, F Fin van Ee 

The Austrian team returns more players than any other 
country with 15 returnees. This year’s group was young and 
although they were blown out in both games they played by 
a combined score of 18-3, they had a better performance 
than years past and showed fight in both games at various 
times. Austria would have likely been the team with the 
likeliest chance of being relegated at this year's event but 
thankfully, much of the group will be able to develop another 
year and attempt to avoid that fate in 2023. 

Nečesaný and Tialler showed promise at this year’s event on 
the blueline. Tialler showed some very intriguing defensive 
tendencies at times. Nečesaný displayed a decent two-way 
game and the ability to work a breakout against tough 
competition. Mitrovic got into just the one game but was one 
of the team’s best blueliners in that game.  

The group up front is where the three best returnees are with 
Rohrer, Böhm, and Kasper. Rohrer has been a productive 
player at the OHL level with his nice hands in tight and ability 
to get his shot off from good spots on the ice. Böhm has 
impressed as a net-front presence on the powerplay and 
some surprising zip to his step at times, beating Owen Power 
wide to earn a breakaway against the Canadians. The real 
prize of the group though is dynamic playmaker Marco 
Kasper. He has the hands and skill to evade pressure in 
open ice as well as the vision to find teammates in good 
spots to score. Hopefully, having a bit of familiarity with each 
other works out for Austria to avoid relegation.
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Prospect Notes from the World Juniors 

Canes fans were able to get a look at some of the 
organization’s most promising talent in spite of a shortened 
tournament. 

By Matthew Somma 

Well, that certainly was a roller coaster. The World Juniors 
had just gotten underway when the whole thing crumbled 
apart due to what looks to be negligence on the IIHF’s behalf 
or, at the very least, some very poor planning. The Athletic’s 
Scott Wheeler and Daily Faceoff’s Chris Peters have done a 
fantastic job of reporting from this tournament as well as 
documenting the fiasco with the hotel situation in Red Deer. 
It’s a mess overall and I sincerely hope that they find a way 
to bring back not just the World Juniors, but the women’s 
U18 tournament and all other events that were cancelled. 

The World Junior Championship is the biggest stage for 
junior level prospects and might be the highest stage that 
some of these players reach in their careers. Representing 
your country is a tremendous honor and one that these 
players don’t take lightly. Not convinced? Look at how the 
German team celebrated after beating the Czechs in the 
preliminary round. Hell, the Austrians were happy to score 
twice against Canada. It’s a tremendous feat to make it to 
the highest level in junior hockey. 

Every prospect worked their tail off to get to this point in their 
careers. For seven of the 10 Canes prospects at the World 
Juniors, this is their last opportunity to represent their 
respective countries at the World Juniors. Only Ville 
Koivunen, Aleksi Heimosalmi and Nikita Quapp will be 
eligible to participate in next year’s tournament.  

Over the first few games, I was able to compile notes on nine 
out of 10 prospects. Scott Morrow didn’t get a chance to play 
for the United States in their only game of the tournament, 
and since I didn’t watch the preliminary game on December 
23, I can’t speak on it. From what I’ve heard, he had a rough 
game and had a turnover that led to a goal for the Finns. 
Below, you can find notes on the nine other prospects at this 
tournament. With so few games, it was hard to get a lot of 
notes, but I hope this gives you all a better understanding of 
our prospects if you were unable to watch some of the 
games. 

Ronan Seeley 

 His speed is a weapon and he utilizes it to surprise 
attacking players and create space. 

 Seeley can quarterback a power play given his 
skating ability and skill with the puck. His vision in 
the offensive zone has improved leaps and bounds 
over the past year. 

 He is starting to develop more of an edge to his 
game. Doesn’t hesitate to play physically and get 
involved in board battles 

 Needs work on his decision making still. Getting 
better with each passing game but he can make 
some ill-timed pinches that can spring the 
opposition on an odd man rush. 

 I love the way that Seeley creates offense through 
his shot. He utilizes it almost as a pass, setting up a 
rebound and an easy tap-in goal for his teammates. 

Ville Koivunen 

 Insanely smart. Knows exactly where he needs to 
be and it’s as if he can pinpoint the exact moment 
that a spot will be open for him to create offense. 
He can break down a play in his head before it 
happens and attack.  

 Koivunen has to be one of the hardest workers and 
I’d argue that aside from maybe Kemell, he has the 
best shot on Finland’s roster. 

 Foot speed is still a weak point, although he has 
gotten a little quicker. Koivunen was lagging behind 
a bit in transition but found a way to make it work in 
his favor due to how smart he is. 

 Would love to see Koivunen in North America next 
year if possible. Star potential. 

Aleksi Heimosalmi 

 Quick, skilled and another Finn with high levels of 
hockey sense. Heimosalmi was in his element 
through the first two games for the Finns, making 
plays happen and carrying the puck in transition. 

 Would like to see him take smarter shots or look to 
pass. Took a lot of shots that were off target or 
easily caught, which then killed offensive 
momentum for Finland.  

 Great positioning in the defensive zone. Was able 
to break up a number of plays and seal off forwards 
along the boards. 

Joel Nystrom 

 Not much stands out about how he plays other than 
his foot speed and defensive positioning, but that’s 
not necessarily a bad thing. He’s a reliable 
defenseman that rarely makes a mistake. 
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Zion Nybeck 

 I didn’t like Nybeck in either game. I thought he was 
outmatched and struggled to get the puck out of his 
own end on occasion. Sweden’s fourth line was 
their weakest link and it showed, with Nybeck failing 
to take on a larger role. 

Vasiliy Ponomaryov 

 Skating has improved and he’s a bulldozer on the 
ice. Plays a heavy game that can create space for 
his teammates to work with. 

 Ponomaryov’s strength has improved this year and 
in spite of a lack of points in this tournament, he 
was able to make his teammates look better. I 
thought that his play in the offensive and neutral 
zone was impressive. 

Nikita Guslistov 

 Speed is one of his best assets 

 A better two way forward that most undersized 
forwards 

 Not overly selfish and plays off of his teammates 
rather than relying on individual skill 

Alexander Pashin 

 Incredibly quick and skilled, but needed 
Ponomaryov to create space before he was able to 
start creating some dangerous scoring chances. 

 Can make a lot of things happen on his own and 
has some dazzling puck skills 

Nikita Quapp 

 Very little panic in his game 

 Always in position to make the first stop. Tracks the 
puck at an above average to elite level and can 
react to it quickly 

 Rebound control needs work. He’ll stop the first 
chance, but might give up a juicy rebound.  

Hopefully we get to see these players again when the IIHF 
re-opens the World Juniors. If not, hopefully we get an in-
person development camp for the first time since 2019.
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About Last Night: Canes outclass shorthanded Habs 

The Carolina Hurricanes returned to play and hung four 
goals and a shutout on a decimated Montreal Canadiens 
roster Thursday night at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

What is hockey? Is a puck a ball? Who are the Carolina 
Hurricanes? 

All valid questions after the ‘long’ hiatus from Hurricanes 
hockey, but a four-goal, shutout performance of the Montreal 
Canadiens Thursday night at PNC Arena may have rejogged 
some memories. 

Despite a slow start to the game, the Canes got it going 
midway through the first and never looked back as they 
handled the Habs for three straight periods. 

Let’s take a look back at last night: 

Special Teams 

It’s hard to imagine a better showcasing of special teams 
than what the Carolina Hurricanes did last night.  

Four total goals scored in the game, yet not a single one at 
even-strength. 

And the Canes needed their special teams to be on point 
with the way the game was officiated. There were 10 
penalties called over the course of the game, five to each 
team, and that equated to nearly a full period of time not at 
5v5.  

“That’s obviously the game tonight,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “Special teams were huge. I knew we would 
struggle with the 5-on-5 play because we’ve been out so 
long. We had guys not doing much, some of the guys were 
dealing with their COVID things. The nature of the whole 
thing, I figured it would kind of look like that. But it was a 
good win.” 

But the penalty kill stayed perfect, as it has many times 
already this season. It’s honestly becoming a staple in these 
pieces. Just heaping praise on the penalty kill but they 
deserve it and especially with how effective they are given 
the frequency of Carolina’s infractions.  

The shorthanded goals starting to finally come just makes it 
all the better. 

What is more promising to see though, is the power play 
having success.  

Sure the Canes were playing against basically an AHL roster 
with a combined cap-hit of about $19 million once Brendan 
Gallagher left with an injury, but it has been clicking as of late 
and it continued to take care of business, so phooey to that. 

Special teams is a bigger aspect of the game in this day and 
age than ever before, so for the Hurricanes to have a top-two 
PK and top-10 PP is the key to a very successful season. 

Staying Hot 

It had been 12 days since the last time the Hurricanes played 
a game of hockey, yet despite that, the hot streaks continued 
for a few key players. 

 Sebastian Aho, who picked up two assists in the 
win, registered his sixth straight multi-point game 
making him just the third player in franchise history 
to mark that feat — Mike Rogers and Kevin Dineen 
being the others. 

 Nino Niederreiter opened the scoring for Carolina 
last night — his fourth goal in the last five games — 
marking his fourth game-winning goal of the 
season, one short of tying his career best and two 
shy of the current league lead. 

 Jaccob Slavin continued his impressive offensive 
performance, picking up three assists without a 
drop in his dependable and stellar defense.  

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi kept up his point-per-game pace 
against his former club with the primary helper on 
the game-winning goal and wasn’t shy of physicality 
with six hits. 

 Teuvo Teravainen continues to surprise (not really) 
everyone by actually being a primary shooting 
option, with a two-goal night and more alone 
expected lines, having 11 points in his last nine 
games. 

 Antti Raanta turned aside 26 shots and saved 2.32 
goals above expected according to 
MoneyPuck.com to earn his first shutout with 
Carolina and first since Feb. 4, 2020.  

“I think for me my mindset was just trying to battle,” Raanta 
said. “I was just trying to see the shots, do whatever it takes 
to make a save. Obviously all the saves weren’t the most 
perfect, but I was managing to keep the puck out of the net. 
Sometimes that’s how it is. I was just trying to battle hard. I 
wasn’t trying to make all the saves as perfect as they can be. 
I was just trying to keep the puck out of the net, and I 
managed to do that.” 

Looking Ahead 

That is the end for the Hurricanes in 2021, but it was a pretty 
good year on the ice. For the entire length of 2021, the 
Canes had a 63-25-9 record for both regular season and 
playoffs and scored 305 total goals. Not too bad. 

The team will kick off the new year early though, with a 1 
p.m. puck drop on New Year’s Day in Columbus against the 
Blue Jackets. 

January features a more favorable split of home games for 
the Canes — eight home, five away — with three sets of 
back-to-backs.  

Carolina will also play host to a handful of true contenders in 
January: Calgary Flames on Jan. 7, Florida Panthers on Jan. 
8, and Vegas Golden Knights on Jan. 25, along with more 
matchups against divisional opponents (six out of the 13 total 
games).  

The Canes were slated to play the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Jan. 3 in Toronto, but the NHL postponed the game due to 
increased COVID protocols in Canada. 
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Here’s to another year of Canes’ hockey and may there be 
many more goals and Stanley Cups for the Hurricanes in 
2022.

 

Carolina Hurricanes at Columbus Blue Jackets: Game Preview, Lineups and Discussion 

The Canes start 2022 in Columbus for a meeting with the 
Blue Jackets. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes (22-7-1) vs. Columbus Blue Jackets (15-
13-1) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 31 
Saturday, January 1, 2022 — 1:00 p.m. ET 
Nationwide Arena — Columbus, OH 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Jackets Cannon 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 
Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

Happy New Year, all! 

The Canes will start 2022 on the road in Columbus, as they’ll 
meet the Blue Jackets for the second time this season. The 
Hurricanes won the first meeting between the two teams.  

We’ll keep the preview here short and simple. The Canes are 
coming off an impressive win over the Canadiens, while 
Columbus most recently won in a shootout over the Nashville 
Predators. 

Saturday, the new year will start with a matinee between the 
two, with Carolina looking to extend its win streak to four 
games. 

Game Notes 

 The Canes hold a 26-17-0-7 mark against 
Columbus all time, including 13-10-0-2 record on 
the road.  

 Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who had an assist Thursday 
against the Canadiens, is on a four-game point 
streak. 

 Sebastian Aho has 19 points in 24 career games 
against Columbus. 

 Tony DeAngelo is two assists shy of 100 in the 
NHL. 

Lineups 

With a matinee game, lineups listed are lineups from the last 
time out for both teams. Changes are expected.  

Carolina Hurricanes 

Nino Niederreiter - Sebastian Aho - Teuvo Teravainen 
Andrei Svechnikov - Vincent Trocheck - Martin Necas 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi - Jordan Staal - Seth Jarvis 
Steven Lorentz - Derek Stepan - Jesper Fast 

Jaccob Slavin - Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole - Ethan Bear 

Antti Raanta 
Frederik Andersen 

Injuries and Scratches: Jordan Martinook (lower body), 
Brendan Smith (COVID), Jalen Chatfield (lower body) 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Patrik Laine - Boone Jenner - Jakub Voracek 
Max Domi - Jack Roslovic - Emil Bemstrom 
Gustav Nyquist - Sean Kuraly - Alexandre Texier 
Justin Danforth - Cole Sillinger - Yegor Chinakhov 

Zach Werenski - Jake Bean 
Vladislav Gavrikov - Adam Boqvist 
Gabriel Carlsson - Andrew Peeke 

Elvis Merzlikins 
Danil Tarasov 

Injuries and Scratches: Dean Kukan (wrist), Eric Robinson 
(COVID), Oliver Bjorkstrand (COVID), Gavin Bayreuther 
(COVID)

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256966007.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/2021-in-review-a-franchise-best-year/c-329307380 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-blue-jackets/c-329340704 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/world-junior-championship-who-can-return-in-2023-part-1 
https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/31/22861269/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-world-juniors-notes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2021/12/31/22861385/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-outclass-shorthanded-montreal-canadiens-raanta-aho-
teravainen 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/1/22862216/carolina-hurricanes-at-columbus-blue-jackets-game-preview-lineups-and-discussion 
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How Canes rookie Seth Jarvis channeled his inner Santa Claus for 
grateful teammates 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

First, a disclaimer: Antti Raanta’s kids should not be allowed to see or be 
read this story. 

It’s just that rookie forward Seth Jarvis has done a little of everything for 
the Carolina Hurricanes this season, and that includes serving as Santa 
Claus at the Raanta house. 

Played on the top line centered by Sebastian Aho? Jarvis has done that. 

Played on the fourth line centered by Derek Stepan? Jarvis has done 
that. 

Clean up the loose pucks after practice? Jarvis, the rookie, has done 
that, too. 

And Santa? 

Seems that Raanta needed someone to fill that role on Christmas, which 
the goalie said the Finns celebrate on Dec. 24. Jarvis was available. And 
willing. 

So on went the Santa outfit. 

“Hat, beard, pants, belt,” Jarvis said Friday. 

Pillows? “Yeah, had to put a couple of pillows in there,” Jarvis said. 

A full white beard? “Of course,” he said, smiling. “They couldn’t tell. I was 
Santa Claus for like 30 minutes.” 

It made for a fun time for Jarvis, Raanta and the other Finns on the team 
— Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Nino Niederreiter, a 
Swiss native, was an invited guest that night, Jarvis said. 

Santa didn’t speak Finnish but no problem, he said. Raanta’s kids, 
Evelyn and Lukas, apparently had been told in school that Santa speaks 
English. 

“I did learn how to say ‘Merry Christmas’ in Finnish, just in case,” Jarvis 
said. 

Raanta, for one, was impressed. And appreciative. 

“He was really good,” Raanta said. “My daughter is almost 5 and that 
went so well for her. She was so happy about just having Santa Claus. 
We were first thinking about me doing that but my wife pretty much told 
me not to ruin that for my daughter. 

“Seth did an awesome job and my daughter still believes in Santa, so 
that’s a win for us.” 

Plenty to celebrate 

Jarvis, 19, has had a lot to celebrate in 2021. He made the Canes roster 
out of training camp, then got his chance to play when Niederreiter was 
injured in late-October. He made the most of that, gaining the trust of 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, getting his minutes and producing. 

“I think he’s been great,” Brind’Amour said Friday. “You talk about some 
positives from the year and I don’t think we envisioned that guy being in 
the group. A real slim chance to where he is now.” 

Jarvis had played 20 games when his season was interrupted by COVID-
19. After playing at Vancouver on Dec. 12, he tested positive and was 
placed in the NHL COVID protocol along with Aho. 

Jarvis was not asymptomatic. He said Friday that he had chills for a day 
and a “pretty bad cough,” and said he lost his taste for about three days. 

“It was tough,” he said. “I thought I was playing good and then I went 
through a few games where I wasn’t as good and then that Vancouver 
game I thought I broke out again and thought I played well. 

“And then to get COVID ... it was weird. I was feeling not great to start 
that road trip and then the Vancouver game I thought ‘Oh, I feel good 
again.’ Turns out I had COVID. To take those two weeks off (stunk).” 

But that’s behind him now. Off the COVID list, he was back in the lineup 
Thursday against the Montreal Canadiens, had 14 minutes of ice time 
and scored a third-period power-play goal as the Canes (22-7-1) took a 
4-0 victory at PNC Arena. 

The winning goalie? Raanta, who picked up his first shutout of the 
season. Seems fitting Jarvis helped him seal the deal. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Columbus Blue Jackets 

When: Saturday, 1 p.m. 

Where: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 

News Observer LOADED: 01.01.2022 
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Despite inexperience, Blue Jackets' Peeke willing to drop the gloves 

The 6-foot-3 defenseman earned a lineup spot with increased physical 
play, which includes the first two fights of his career. Learning how to 
succeed in scraps is next on his 'to do' list. 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

It would be a major understatement to say that Andrew Peeke is a little 
green when it comes to hockey fights.  
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The Blue Jackets defenseman had never fought in a game prior to this 
season, so he’s still in the process of learning how it’s done — which can 
be a dangerous and painful process. Peeke learned that the hard way 
Thursday at Nationwide Arena, squaring off against Nashville Predators 
forward Tanner Jeannot in the second period of the Blue Jackets’ 4-3 
shootout victory.  

Peeke avoided a couple haymakers while scrambling to get ahold of his 
opponent, but Jeannot landed two punches late – including an overhand 
right that knocked Peeke’s helmet and dropped him to a knee to end the 
fight. It lasted longer than Peeke’s first career fight in the Jackets’ 
season-opening 8-2 win over the Arizona Coyotes, which lasted only a 
couple seconds and ended after Lawson Crouse landing a big right hand 
over the top.  

“It’s kind of like anything, practice makes perfect,” Peeke said. “This 
season has been my first fights, and the way I play the game, it’s going to 
be inevitable that it’s going to happen at some points. Just learn from 
each one and keep going.”  

Size and strength aren’t a challenge for Peeke, who’s listed at 6-foot-3, 
196 pounds. Inexperience, however, is a challenge. 

According to hockeyfights.com, the fight Thursday was Jeannot’s fifth 
scrap of the season and sixth of his NHL career — following 11 fights 
over three seasons in the American Hockey League and 12 fights in four 
years at the junior level in the Western Hockey League. 

Peeke is dedicated to playing more physical and delivering hard hits this 
season, so he knows more fights will happen. That’s how his scrap with 
Jeannot started, when the Predators forward took exception to Peeke 
smashing Yakov Trenin into the boards from behind.  

Peeke’s physical play and aggression is the biggest reason he’s become 
a lineup regular for the Jackets, who are on the smaller side for NHL 
teams. They also lack a true enforcer type like in years past, as Jared 
Boll has become an assistant coach and Jody Shelley is a TV analyst.  

Peeke and Sean Kuraly are the closest they’ve got to filling that role, so 
learning some tricks of the fighting trade from Boll is now on Peeke’s “to 
do” list. He spoke after the game Thursday with Boll, a former enforcer 
who fought 265 times in his career spanning junior leagues to the NHL.  

“It’s like anything, you’ve got to work at it to get better at it,” said Blue 
Jackets coach Brad Larsen, who worked on holds and grappling after 
practices as a forward with the Colorado Avalanche. “We have a pretty 
good guy on our staff that might be able to help (Peeke) out. Jared Boll. 
He’s a guy that I think guys should seek out a little bit. Jared’s a guy who 
can definitely help those guys out in that area.”  

Blue Jackets place Justin Danforth on IR, recall Scott Harrington 

Practice on Saturday at Nationwide Arena did not include forward Justin 
Danforth, who was injured late in the third period Thursday against 
Nashville. Danforth, who left the ice immediately, sustained a sprained 
MCL in his left knee and is expected to miss six weeks. 

The Blue Jackets recalled defenseman Scott Harrington from the 
Cleveland Monsters after moving Danforth to injured reserve. Barring 
another move, Harrington will give the Blue Jackets eight active 
defensemen plus Dean Kukan, who is back on the ice for non-contact 
practice work while recovering from a fractured wrist. 

Danforth, 28, is playing his first NHL season. In 13 games, he had two 
goals, two assists and four points, earning a spot in the lineup as a 
speedy, undersized forward who fit nicely into a bottom-six role. 

It's a significant loss for the Blue Jackets, who are also without Gregory 
Hofmann for a stretch — another fast-skating 28-year old in his first NHL 
season. Hofmann has left the team for personal reasons and has no set 
timeline for returning. 

Blue Jackets excel at Nationwide Arena 

The Blue Jackets improved to 10-3-1 at Nationwide Arena this season, 
which tied franchise records for wins (2016-17 and 2017-18) and points 
(21 in 2016-17) after that many home games.  

It’s a stark contrast to their 5-10-0 record on the road, suggesting there is 
anecdotal evidence of a home-ice advantage in Columbus tied to things 
like atmosphere created by having fans in attendance and, perhaps, a 
goal cannon that annoys opposing teams and visiting media alike.  

Nationwide Arena helps too, as loud chants of “C-B-J!” seem to linger in 
the rafters whenever the home team gains momentum. It happened 
again Thursday in overtime, as Patrik Laine bombed one-timers on a 
power play and fans anticipated a goal on each backswing.  

“In this building, our fans are so good,” Larsen said afterward. “They give 
energy to our guys. It was funny. At the beginning of the game, they were 
quiet … but you could tell by the third they were in it – and it just 
energizes our group. It’s such an important element at home that we 
lacked last year and you miss. That’s the fun part about being here in this 
building, what these fans can do for this group.” 

Blue Jackets' Sean Kuraly ready for 300th NHL game   

It's not a milestone that will result in Sean Kuraly getting a silver stick or 
expensive painting, but it is one that gives perspective on his hockey 
career. 

Raised in the Columbus suburb of Dublin, Kuraly rose the ranks from 
youth hockey in this area to the Ohio AAA Blue Jackets developmental 
program to playing at Miami University to the NHL — where he spent the 
first five seasons and 270 games with the Boston Bruins. 

Kuraly became a fixture on the Bruins' fourth line as a gritty center with a 
penchant for scoring key goals in big games before signing with his 
hometown Blue Jackets last summer as a free agent. 

As long as he passes a daily COVID-19 test Saturday morning, he'll 
reach the 300-game milestone Saturday afternoon wearing a Blue 
Jackets uniform. That alone could make it a special memory, along with 
being Jakub Voracek's teammate 

"I knew I was close to 300," Kuraly said. "Playing a lot of games is tough 
to do. It's definitely something to be proud of and continue to build on, but 
it won't be like the 1,000th that Jake's playing in a couple (games). But 
it's been fun." 

Voracek is three away from his 1,000th NHL game. 

"You play 300 and realize how hard it's been, and how seemingly long it 
takes to get there, and then you see someone next to you who's played 
1,000," Kuraly said. "It's an impressive feat. Jake's been a heck of a 
player and has had a heck of a career. I have a ton of respect for him as 
a teammate and a player. It's a great accomplishment and something I 
have a lot of respect for, Jake in particular." 

Emil Bemstrom quiet in season debut for Blue Jackets 

After waiting two months to play his first game with the Blue Jackets this 
season, forward Emil Bemstrom wasn’t much of a factor in the victory.  

The 22-year old forward, who sustained an oblique injury two days before 
the season-opener in October, skated 16 shifts for 12:11 of ice time and 
finished with just one missed shot as the lone statistic on the postgame 
scoresheet.  

Bemstrom recorded his only NHL hat trick against the Predators last 
season in Columbus, but he looked rusty after having such a long layoff 
with the injury and a wait period of about three weeks as a healthy 
scratch. Bemstrom skated with Max Domi and Jack Roslovic again 
Friday in a short practice, which could be an indicator they’ll stay together 
Saturday against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen not worried about New Year’s Eve   

The Blue Jackets often play on New Year’s Eve, which gives players a 
chance to celebrate the calendar changing the way most people do each 
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year. This year, they’re hosting the Hurricanes on New Year’s Day at 1 
p.m. Saturday – which presents players with a bit of a challenge.  

Celebrate until midnight with family and friends or go to sleep early to be 
rested for Saturday’s afternoon start?  

“I’ll be in bed by (8:30 p.m.), so it doesn’t ruin my night at all,” Larsen 
said. “I think it’s perfect. These guys are pros. They understand. It is what 
it is. New Year’s is – especially now with COVID and different things 
going on — I don’t think it’s much of a sacrifice this year at all.” 

Columbus Dispatch LOADED: 01.01.2022 
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Flames take the good from Thursday's first game in 19 days and move 
on 

 

Kristen Anderson 

12/31/2021 

 

If this week’s National Hockey League action seemed a little crazy, a little 
high-scoring, and a little, uh, sloppy (putting it mildly), there was a very 
good reason for that. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Take the back-and-forth action in the third period of the Calgary Flames’ 
6-4 win over the Seattle Kraken, specifically the sequence that saw 
Andrew Mangiapane score to pull ahead 4-3 … then Jared McCann 
score to tie it for Seattle … then Matthew Tkachuk score to pull ahead 
again — all in the span of 43 seconds. 

It’s something that’s going to take a while to iron out, according to Darryl 
Sutter who ran his troops through a brisk but short New Year’s Eve skate 
at Scotiabank Saddledome before they head out on the road again. 

“I kind of laughed (Thursday) when someone said, ‘You’ve had 19 days 
off, there’s no excuse,’” said the Flames head coach on Friday’s Zoom 
media conference call. “Well, you should ask, ‘Did you have COVID?’” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Sutter explained, going into depth about the team wide battle with 
COVID-19 which impacted 21 players and three coaches including 
himself. Flames general manager Brad Treliving indicated that when it 
was all said and done (adding in support staff and family members) it 
was around 50-ish positive cases. 

Prior to Thursday, their last game was a 4-2 loss to the Boston Bruins on 
Dec. 11 before the drama began. 

But although the Flames mostly experienced mild symptoms of the 
Omicron variant, there are still some players experiencing lingering 
effects. 

“The one thing that the whole world is aware of with this — and it’s not 
indifferent to our players — is the fact your lung capacity and that part of 
it is not at 100 per cent, so obviously that’s going to affect the athlete 
more than the average person,” Sutter said. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

They still managed to gut out a victory against Seattle, and technically 
stop a four game losing skid that had been on their record when their 
NHL action paused. 

But, admittedly, it wasn’t their best, and the only thing that they can do to 
improve at this point is press onward. 

“I felt OK, obviously when you’ve been away — even if I didn’t have 
COVID and I was away for 19 days, I would feel kind of s*** as well,” said 
Flames centre Elias Lindholm who was one of the first players to test 
positive back on Dec. 11. “If I don’t do anything for a couple days, it will 
catch up to me. But, yeah, I didn’t feel 100 per cent, but I thought we 
grinded hard and tried to work as hard as possible — and that’s all that 
matters.” 

Sutter pointed out that Johnny Gaudreau, whose two-goal, three-point 
night was “the pace he had three weeks ago. Every shift,” and it gave 
their bench a much-needed boost on Thursday. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’ll be much needed too, he added, as the NHL rushes to make up the 
Flames’ 10 postponed games — including another pair of home games 
(Jan. 11 vs. the New York Islanders and Jan. 15 vs. the Vegas Golden 
Knights due to Canadian attendance restrictions). 

The Flames hit the road on New Year’s Day, travelling to Chicago for 
Sunday’s clash at United Center (5 p.m., Sportsnet/Sportsnet 960 The 
Fan). It’s the start of a four game road trip that continues through the 
powerhouses of the Eastern Conference including the Florida Panthers, 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“We only had three or four errors (Thursday), but they were ones that 
ended up in the back of our net. You just want to cut that out,” Sutter 
said. “If you execute the gameplan and lose, that’s the way it goes. If you 
execute the gameplan and win, then you feel really good about it. From a 
gameplan standpoint (Thursday), we executed, but from an individual 
standpoint, guys have to clean some little things up. 

“That is probably related to the layoff, more than anything.” 

ICE CHIPS 

Netminder Dustin Wolf was assigned to the AHL Stockton Heat on 
Friday, making his quick stint with the big club one to remember. That 
likely means back-up Dan Vladar is medically cleared to travel with the 
team … LW Matthew Tkachuk took a maintenance day Friday and did 
not practice … In an interesting twist, Flames C Mikael Backlund skated 
with the defencemen and was paired with Michael Stone. 

Calgary Sun: LOADED: 01.01.2022 
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2021 was a pivotal year for the Florida Panthers franchise. Here are five 
ways how 

 

BY DAVID WILSON DECEMBER 31, 2021 3:59 PM 

 

For the Florida Panthers, 2021 was the year they became a respectable 
franchise, building a foothold of interest in their community and becoming 
a team the rest of the league had to take seriously. 

Now they hope 2022 will be the year they capitalize on all their promise. 

In 2021, the Panthers made it to the traditional 16-team Stanley Cup 
playoffs for the first time since 2016, then came back and proved it was 
no fluke when a new season began. For the first few months of the 2021-
22 NHL season, Florida (20-7-4) has again been one of the best teams in 
the league and will try to keep rolling into 2022 when they ring in the new 
year at 1 p.m. on Saturday against the Montreal Canadiens (7-22-4) in 
Sunrise. 

If this group of Panthers can eventually win a Stanley Cup, they will look 
back on 2021 as the year the franchise changed for the better. Here are 
five reasons: 
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Florida Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad (5) celebrate with Jonathan 
Huberdeau (11) Ryan Lomberg (94) and Sam Bennett (9) after scoring 
the winning goal against the Philadelphia during overtime of an NHL 
game at the FLA Live Arena on Wednesday, November 24, 2021 in 
Sunrise, Fl. David Santiago DSANTIAGO@MIAMIHERALD.COM 

1. They built one of the deepest rosters in the league. Most of the work 
actually took place in 2020, but general manager Bill Zito put the final 
touches on his roster throughout 2021 and saw the fruits of his labor 
rewarded when the Panthers put together their best regular season ever 
last year. 

Florida finished the 2020-21 NHL season with 79 points, good for second 
place in the Central Division and the best points percentage in franchise 
history. 

It started with a slew of savvy moves in 2020 — a trade for right wing 
Patric Hornqvist, the low-cost signings of wingers Anthony Duclair and 
Carter Verhaeghe, the pick-up of defenseman Radko Gudas — and 
continued during the earliest days of 2021. Just five days before the 
2020-21 season began in January, the Panthers claimed Gustav Forsling 
off waivers, and the scrap-heap pick-up has turned into one of their best 
defensemen. 

Ahead of the trade deadline, Zito landed defenseman Brandon Montour 
from the Buffalo Sabres and forward Sam Bennett from the Calgary 
Flames, and both are still major contributors, locked up through at least 
the 2023-24 season. Bennett, who was a former top-five pick and mostly 
given up on by the Flames, is now playing the best hockey of his career. 

In the offseason, Florida also added forwards Sam Reinhart and Joe 
Thornton, re-signed Duclair and Forsling, and extended Verhaeghe. The 
Panthers believe they have 25-plus legitimate NHL players and 16 are 
under contract through at least next year. They’re set up for success for 
years to come. 

2. They got a taste of the Stanley Cup playoffs — and a measuring stick. 
It was a long time coming for Florida to meet the Tampa Bay Lightning in 
the Cup playoffs. The Panthers learned just how far they are from really 
contending for a Stanley Cup, but also how close they actually might be. 

Florida took the Lightning to six games in the first round of the playoffs 
before falling when goaltenders Sergei Bobrovsky and Chris Driedger 
unraveled, and star defenseman Aaron Ekblad’s injury became too much 
for its defense to overcome. 

It was exactly what the Panthers needed, though. 

“They’ve made us better,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said Thursday. 
“They are what we are aspiring to be.” 

Right now, Tampa Bay is the gold standard as the winner of the last two 
Cups. Including preseason and postseason games, Florida played the 
Lightning 20 times in 2021 and no one has consistently played Tampa 
Bay tougher than the Panthers. 

3. They locked up Aleksander Barkov for a long time. Maybe this one 
should’ve gone first and not just because Barkov has already established 
himself as the best player in franchise history. The star center’s October 
decision to sign an eight-year, $80 million extension to stay in South 
Florida until 2030 represents a seismic shift for the franchise: The 
Panthers are finally an appealing place to play for the best players in the 
league. 

Barkov will only make it more appealing. He’s perhaps the best two-way 
forward in the league, the winner of the Frank J. Selke Trophy last 
season, and a player who makes everyone else around him better. As 
long as it has him, Florida has a player who can be the best skater on a 
championship team. Who wouldn’t want to come play with him? 

4. Their coach resigned in scandal and it mostly hasn’t affected them. 
No, the Panthers haven’t kept up the pace they set at the start of the year 
when they opened the season with seven straight wins before Joel 
Quenneville resigned in October because of his involvement in the 
Chicago Blackhawks’ 2010 sexual abuse case, but it was an impossible 

ask. What Brunette has done is keep Florida on a championship 
trajectory. 

READ NEXT 

GREG-COTE 

Quenneville out as Florida Panthers coach, deservedly, after role in 2010 
Chicago cover-up | Opinion 

OCTOBER 28, 2021 6:30 PM 

 

The Panthers got their season-opening winning streak up to eight games, 
opened the year with 10 wins in 11 games and didn’t lose at FLA Live 
Arena until two days after Thanksgiving. At the end of November, Florida 
still had the best record in the league despite Brunette being 
unexpectedly thrust into his first head coaching job in the middle of the 
season. 

Now the Panthers are still a clear Cup contender and, when fully healthy, 
they still have a case as the best team in the league. After losing four of 
five with Barkov sidelined before COVID-19 forced the season to pause 
last week, Florida has gotten back to full strength and finished 2021 with 
back-to-back wins against the New York Rangers and Lightning. 

READ NEXT 

FLORIDA-PANTHERS 

Panthers get their ‘swagger’ back with nine goals and a blowout of the 
rival Lightning 

DECEMBER 30, 2021 9:50 PM 

 

While Brunette still has an interim tag, the 48-year-old might just be 
Florida’s long-term answer behind the bench and a worthy successor to 
Quenneville. 

5. They elevated expectations. On the day the Panthers’ 2020-21 season 
ended in Tampa, Quenneville said the loss was “disappointing to a 
different level.” 

After years of frustrating seasons, this one was joyous — until the very 
end. Florida truly believed it could win a title and still bowed out in the 
first round of the playoffs. 

In the end, the season was still a massive positive. The Panthers had 10 
new players in their lineup, nearly every one younger than 30, and played 
the eventual champion tougher than anyone. 

In 2022, expectations will be different. A fun regular season won’t mean 
anything if Florida can’t parlay it into postseason success. 

“Anything less is a disappointment,” Barkov said in May, “for sure.” 
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Jonathan Huberdeau comes up big, Florida Panthers end 2021 with a 
bang 

 

Published 20 hours ago on December 31, 2021 By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers ended 2021 in style, scoring nine 
goals against the rival Tampa Bay Lightning and rolled to a 9-3 victory in 
the final game of what was a pretty good calendar year for the NHL’s 
Southernmost team. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 1, 2022 

 

The Panthers took a number of huge steps forward in 2021. 

After Thursday night’s goal scoring barrage, 2022 looks pretty good as 
well. 

“I think it’s about having fun and we’re at our best when we do that,” 
Jonathan Huberdeau said. “When we play with confidence and swagger, 
that’s our team, that’s our identity. We play hard and that’s what we did 
tonight.” 

The fans had fun with it too, chanting ‘We Want 10!’ after Sasha Barkov 
got the ninth goal with 7:29 to go. 

Florida ended up winning 36 of 47 regular-season home games in 2021. 

Daily coverage of the Florida Panthers from 2021 all the way into 2022 — 
and beyond! 

Subscribe to Florida Hockey Now today! 

“We always like to have the crowd behind us, it’s been unreal for us this 
season.” Barkov said. “We love to play here, we love to win here and we 
just want to keep that going.” 

The nine goals did come against a Lightning team that was missing both 
of its regular goalies, including perennial Vezina trophy candidate Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

Don’t fault the Panthers for that. They took advantage of what was in 
front of them. 

“We had breakaways and we played hard and I’m proud of our guys,” 
Huberdeau said. 

Huberdeau played a big role in the win, notching a goal and four assists 
in the victory. 

“My vision has always been my strength my whole career,” Huberdeau 
said. “You keep getting better and better every year and try to work on 
vision stuff and warming up before games. I’m not the fastest guy out 
there, but I think I use my toolbox and my vision is my best skill.” 

That included a wicked spin-o-rama pass to Aaron Ekblad on the 
Panthers’ eighth goal of the game. 

“It was uneccesary,” he said with a chuckle. “I was just confident, I hit 
Ekblad, and he had a hell of a shot.” 

Anthony Duclair got the scoring started 2:10 into the game, notching his 
100th career goal on the breakaway. 

That was also Duclair’s 11th goal of the season, which passed Barkov’s 
total of 10 for the team lead in goals. 

“He’s unreal, he’s such a great hockey player,” Barkov said. “He’s doing 
really good things on the ice, he’s always dangerous, he’s always there 
to score a goal, to get a breakaway and to make some nice plays and I’m 
really, really happy for him.” 

The Panthers got their first power play of the night when Ondrej Palat 
took a goaltender interference minor with 9:26 to go in the first. 

It was a power play unit that was 1-16 (6.3 percent) since Dec. 12 and 3-
32 (9.4) in the month of December, but they finally were able to get one. 

Huberdeau found a rebound and slid it past Tampa Bay starter Maxime 
Lagace on his backhand to make it a 2-0 game with 8:38 left in the 
opening frame. 

Frank Vatrano, who was in the midst of a 10-game drought, appeared to 
have yet another unlucky shot as his attempt from the slot just hit the 
post. 

That was until the rebound came right back to him. 

He fired the rebound top shelf to notch his first goal since his two-goal 
night against the Minnesota Wild on Nov. 20 to give the Panthers a 3-0 
lead with 5:39 to go in the first. 

“As a guy who’s been around for three years and knowing how much he 
means to this group, it felt really good that he got one,” interim coach 
Andrew Brunette said of Vatrano. 

“I was teasing him. I thought the way things were going for him, when he 
hit the crossbar, I was watching it live and I’m like ‘Ah, poor Frankie, no 
way it’s coming back to him,’ and it landed on his stick and he scores.” 

Tampa struck back 50 seconds later, cutting Florida’s lead to 3-1 with a 
Zach Bogosian slapshot that trickled past Spencer Knight. 

Eetu Luostarinen started the goal scoring party back up 3:02 into the 
second period, potting home a rebound of a Radko Gudas shot to make 
it 4-1. 

Steven Stamkos brought the Lightning back within two goals with 13:41 
remaining in the second period. 

That was the closest Tampa would get to getting back into the game. 

Just over 10 minutes later, Maxim Mamin poked home a Verhaeghe shot 
that was sitting on the goal line with under three minutes to go in the 
second to make it 5-2. 

Anton Lundell scored off another rebound again to make it 6-2 with 36.2 
seconds left in the period. 

That was the fifth goal the Panthers scored off of a rebound on the night 
— and that was it for Lagace. 

“We have a lot of skill up front and in the back end, but we get a little 
cutesy at times where we don’t put pucks on net,” Brunette said. 

“It was good to see us being hungrier on the net and putting pucks on net 
and winning those little battles in that areas because we all know there’s 
not going to be many nights like this.” 

Brayden Point scored a power play goal to make it a 6-3 game with 15:33 
to go in the third period, but that was the last goal the Lightning could 
muster. 

Just 11 seconds later, Duclair restored the four-goal Panthers lead with 
another breakaway goal. 

With 13:14 to go Huberdeau sent that sweet pass to Ekblad and he 
buried it. 

Just under six minutes later, Huberdeau fed Barkov for a one-timer on 
the penalty kill to make it a 9-3 game. 

Behind the goal scoring frenzy, Knight had a solid outing of his own, 
stopping 39 of Tampa’s 42 shots on the game. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

MONTREAL CANADIENS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Saturday, 1 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Tied 48-48, 6 ties 
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The Athletic / ‘Let’s keep going’: How history informs the push to restore 
the IIHF Women’s World U18 Championship 
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By Hailey Salvian and Sean Fitz-Gerald 

Dec 31, 2021 

 

There are times, like when the players complain about empty shampoo 
dispensers after practice, when Margot Page, coach of the women’s 
hockey team at Brock University, in St. Catharines, Ont., turns into a 
benevolent history teacher. 

Back in her playing days, she might say, the women’s team rarely had 
access to a shower. They were in an eternal race against the clock: “We 
had to get out of the dressing room and lock our stuff up again in some 
cold little corner.” 

Page played at nearby McMaster University — where she was also in 
track and field and inducted into the school’s athletic hall of fame — and 
was also on the Canadian team that competed at the first sanctioned 
women’s world championship, in 1990. Even then, players were 
expected to make do with less. 

Women were issued two tracksuits, but no shorts or T-shirts in which 
they could exercise. Their apparel was new, but not fitted to their 
individual sizes. And perhaps most famously, Canadian officials sent the 
team onto the ice in pink uniforms. 

“I kick myself now,” Page said. “I wish I would have had the ability to 
have spoken up then, or at least realized it wasn’t OK. And that’s why I 
want the younger females now to be empowered, to be able to say, ‘Wait 
a minute: That’s not OK.’ 

“And that’s what some of the younger players are doing now.” 

She was speaking on the phone days after many of the biggest stars in 
the women’s game fired back at an International Ice Hockey Federation 
decision to cancel the Women’s World U18 Championship for the second 
year in a row. The tournament was in a bundle of six January events the 
international body was canceling in the face of surging global COVID-19 
cases. 

It was announced Christmas Eve. And it was announced without any 
convincing explanation about why it was being canceled, rather than 
moved to a later — and presumably safer — spot on the 2022 calendar. 

American star Kendall Coyne Schofield blasted the decision as 
“unacceptable” on social media. Erin Ambrose, a Canadian team 
veteran, asked why the event was canceled out of hand, even as the 
world junior tournament was getting underway. 

Within hours of the initial announcement, the Ontario Women’s Hockey 
Association offered to step in as a host, if Sweden was unable to fulfill its 
duties. As of earlier this week, Fran Rider, the association president, had 
not received an official response from the IIHF. 

But together, their voices had been heard. 

OWHA WOULD BE PLEASED TO STEP UP TO HOST THE U18 
WOMEN'S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TO ENSURE THE PLAYERS ARE 
SUPPORTED. WE COMMIT TO WORKING WITH @IIHFHOCKEY 
@HOCKEYCANADA AND FEDERATIONS ON TIMING AND SAFETY. 
HTTPS://T.CO/NN9J6EIRHO 

— ONTARIO WOMENS HOCKEY (@OWHAHOCKEY) DECEMBER 25, 
2021 

“The biggest honour that any of us can have in the game, as we push it 
forward, is a voice,” Rider said. “And to keep pushing it forward, that’s 
really what our collective goal is.” 

Initially, recently elected IIHF president Luc Tardif told reporters the world 
juniors event was moving forward because players had already entered a 
“protected environment” before the world governing body received the 

cancelation guidance. Wednesday, the men’s tournament was canceled, 
with participants complaining of a badly punctured safety bubble. 

Tardif has said the IIHF would explore the possibility of rescheduling the 
tournament, as well as the canceled under-18 women’s event. 

“I want to be judged at the end of the story,” he told reporters, “so please 
(give) me the time to come back because we are working on it and we 
will find a way.” 

“I think the outpouring of disappointment,” U.S. Olympic hero Cammi 
Granato said, “that did lead him to have to listen.” 

Granato was one of the first two women enshrined in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame, entering with Canadian Angela James in 2010. She has since 
been named to the hall’s selection committee and is scouting for the 
Seattle Kraken. 

She was also a member of the U.S. team that competed at the first 
women’s world championship event, in 1990, and remembered how none 
of the team-issued clothing fit any of the players properly. There was an 
easy answer, as it turned out: “All men’s-sized jackets, men’s-sized 
sweats, because obviously we would never have anything women’s.” 

The disparity was amplified during an Olympic tournament. Granato said 
partners and families of the men were flown to the event, while those 
connected to the women’s team had to fend for themselves: “Our parents 
are selling T-shirts to raise money.” 

“We were the era of, when we did fight for equality, it was like, ‘Hmm, no, 
you guys should just be quiet and feel lucky you have a team,’” she said. 
“That was the mindset, and that was the stuff that we were sort of being 
told.” 

Reports at the time suggested only 7,500 girls were registered to play 
hockey in Canada heading into the first world championship. The 
Canadian Amateur Hockey Association believed there could be more 
than 50,000 overall, but most of them were playing outside registered 
programming — most likely because there was not very much 
programming in which girls could register. (In its 2019-20 annual report, 
Hockey Canada had more than 101,000 registered female players.) 

Even in 1989, in the months leading up to the inaugural world 
tournament, a leading Canadian hockey official was quoted saying there 
was “a surprising amount of interest” around the event. (A few years 
earlier, in 1983, former Maple Leafs star King Clancy was serving as 
honourary chair of the national women’s championship tournament in 
Brantford, Ont. The 80-year-old told The Globe and Mail about watching 
the women’s team from Ottawa win the title in 1923: “I was interested in 
some of the players, but I didn’t get to first base with any of them.”) 

Change arrived in increments. 

Cassie Campbell-Pascall can remember being with the Canadian 
national team in 1995 when one of the staff members called to ask a 
favour. There were players coming in from out of town for a camp: Could 
she swing by and pick them up? 

“That never would happen now,” she said. “Like, ‘Hey, (Marie-Philip) 
Poulin, do you mind picking up the Toronto players and bringing them to 
camp?’ There’s administration now and so much more. They’d have a 
car service instead.” 

Canceling the women’s under-18 event is just another hurdle to 
overcome, Campbell-Pascall said. 

“I don’t think this one event is what has got everyone who supports 
women’s hockey up in arms,” she said. “I think it’s been an accumulation 
of decisions that have hurt women’s hockey — if it’s the pandemic or 
whatever — that it’s just continually trying to bring women’s hockey 
down.” 

Campbell-Pascall said she has spoken directly with Tardif. 
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“I actually really believe in him,” she said. “I believe he’s going to be 
much better than the previous regime. … I think we’ve got really good 
people there that care legitimately about the women’s game.” 

Liz Knox is a retired Canadian goaltender who won the Clarkson Cup in 
2018 with the Markham Thunder. She has also represented Canada in 
international play and said canceling the tournament in consecutive years 
has robbed many young women of an experience they will never recover. 

“It’s frustrating, but the worst part is that it’s not surprising,” Knox said. 
“I’m not surprised by this storyline anymore. It’s frustrating that people 
are continually outraged, and there’s nothing that happens. 

“We were outraged last year.” 

The under-18 tournament is a relatively new addition to the international 
hockey calendar, appearing for the first time in 2008, in Calgary. Canada 
and the U.S. have split the gold medal wins exclusively, with the 
Americans winning eight of the 13 titles. 

Taylor Woods is a forward who won gold with Canada at the under-18 
level, winning the 2012 event held in the Czech Republic. A decade later, 
she can still remember all the details: The sights, sounds and feelings of 
representing her country. 

“My dream was in that moment,” Woods said. “It means everything for 
those athletes.” 

Page, the head coach at Brock, was also disappointed to hear the news. 
She called it “narrow-minded” on the part of the IIHF, which made the 
easier decision to cancel rather than embarking on the tougher task of 
actually working toward a solution. 

She was also hopeful: “If anybody can get it done, the OWHA can.” (The 
OWHA hosted the event in 2016, in St. Catharines. Rider said the 
association has received interest from potential volunteers and host cities 
and sponsors after making its Christmas Eve offer to host.) 

Page said her players are usually surprised to hear about the realities of 
the past, like when Page and her peers had to pay to try out for the 
national team. Things have improved — her players are treated well, she 
said — but improvements cannot be confused with equality. 

“Do we want to stop here? No,” Page said. “Let’s keep going.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.01.2022 

1231009 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Why the 2022 trade deadline is the 
most complicated ever, Brad Marchand’s Olympic plan and more 

 

By Eric Duhatschek 

Dec 31, 2021 

 

The NHL trade freeze was lifted Wednesday, ending a nine-day period 
when trades couldn’t be made over the Christmas season, and the 
Minnesota Wild and St. Louis Blues immediately celebrated by swapping 
minor-leaguers Nolan Stevens and Will Bitten. 

You’ve got to start somewhere, right? 

Not much had been happening anyway. Around the NHL, so much of the 
focus had turned to putting out COVID-19 fires that the actual business of 
hockey was put on the back burner, even if there had been no freeze. 

Every trade deadline has its own unique characteristics and the 2022 
deadline — set for March 21 — will be no different. 

Some years, depending upon how many teams are buying and how 
many are selling, it’s necessary to pay a premium to get a player. Other 
times, you might be able to acquire a piece at a relative discount. 

But complicating matters this year is just how many teams either have 
new general managers in place, or are searching for new general 
managers and either have an interim manager or a president of hockey 
operations filling the void. 

That applies to four teams — five if you count the San Jose Sharks, 
where general manager Doug Wilson has been away from the team for 
medical reasons. But in Chicago, Anaheim, Montreal and Vancouver, you 
have — in order — Kyle Davidson in for Stan Bowman; Jeff Solomon in 
for Bob Murray; Jeff Gorton in for Marc Bergevin; and Jimmy Rutherford 
in for Jim Benning. And for now, in San Jose, Joe Will is running the 
show. 

Why does it matter? 

Well, primarily, it’s about relationships — and specifically relationships 
that aren’t as well defined in the cases of newcomers such as Davidson 
or Solomon or Will. Because none of them have an established trading 
record, it’s hard to know how aggressive they might be — or if they might 
prefer a conservative path and err on the side of caution. 

Generally speaking, newly minted GMs tend to overreach sometimes in 
trade demands. 

That’s understandable, really. Fearful they could start their tenures with a 
disastrous trade, new GMs are often afraid of not getting enough in 
exchange for a player. As a result, they are frequently guilty of insisting 
on getting too much. (One recent exception to this rule: Florida’s Bill Zito, 
who has been aggressive in his time at the helm.) 

Ultimately, the art of being a good GM is no different than being a good 
salesman. You have to figure out how to close the deal. It’s easy to talk 
and dicker back and forth on price, but in the end you have to get a deal 
to the finish line. Sometimes — as in the Jack Eichel trade — it seems to 
take forever to complete. 

Additionally, those five teams are all at different places in the NHL 
standings. Anaheim, which you thought might be a seller, based on the 
fact the Ducks were still thought to be a year or more away from playoff 
contender status, are in the mix in the Pacific Division. So, they probably 
aren’t doing much, which is interesting and will affect the trade boards we 
all end up publishing early in 2022. 

Let’s face it. If the Ducks were out of it, they would have three very 
attractive pending UFAs that any team would love to gobble up: 
defensemen Hampus Lindholm, Josh Manson, plus forward Rickard 
Rakell. 

Depending upon your shopping list, there’s a left-side defenseman who 
can play 22-and-a-half minutes per night; a right-side defenseman with a 
physical edge who finally seems healthy and can bring those playoff 
intangibles needed when the going gets tougher; and a two-time 30-goal 
scorer who is finding his way again. But if the Ducks remain in the playoff 
mix, how do they not just keep them around to preserve the chemistry of 
the team, and then try to negotiate extensions once the season’s over? 
Anaheim will have the cap space. 

The others: In Vancouver, Rutherford will be calling the shots from now 
until the trade deadline, and one thing he doesn’t suffer from is timidity. 
Rutherford philosophically isn’t trying to win a deal outright. Instead, he’s 
trying to make a fair deal that makes sense for both teams. One reason 
he’s always pulling the trigger on a deal is his ability to see it from both 
sides. But it doesn’t seem as if the Canucks are in a position to make a 
call on the roster until much closer to the deadline — or until they can 
determine if the Bruce Boudreau bump is for real. 

San Jose has that one chip in Tomas Hertl, with a very limited three-team 
list of possible destinations, which narrows the field considerably. 

But Montreal? They are interesting. And the good news there is Gorton 
has been around long enough to develop the necessary contacts among 
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his GM peers to negotiate deals. He also has a track record of being 
willing to move important pieces to contenders. In 2018, Gorton made 
five trades in a week, including Ryan McDonagh and J.T. Miller to Tampa 
Bay and Rick Nash to Boston. 

So … not gun shy. 

As opposed to rookie GMs, with their hands on the controls for the first 
time, Gorton isn’t trying to figure out how to operate. He’s just trying to 
figure out his team. What’s vexing to GMs is that no teams on the 
potential sellers’ side seem as if they’re in any sort of rush, while any 
team that sees itself as a buyer wants to get deals done as soon as 
possible to get the new faces integrated into the lineup. 

But as one GM noted ruefully, the landscape is as complicated as it’s 
ever been: “I don’t remember a time when there’s so many moving seats 
— new guys, or teams in transition with managers.” 

The Marchand Plan 

The Bruins’ Brad Marchand set the Twitter world ablaze on Tuesday, the 
day NHL games resumed after the holiday break, with an interesting 
perspective on Olympic participation. 

Marchand essentially argued that if the league and the NHLPA could 
amend the collective bargaining agreement on the fly to add taxi squads 
as a response to new COVID-19 outbreaks, could they not also have 
amended the CBA to allow individual players to decide whether they 
wanted to participate in the Olympics? 

It sparked a heated debate on social media and elsewhere around the 
NHL. Suddenly, a whole lot of people who characterized themselves as 
Marchand haters got on board with his take. It also raised the logical 
follow-up question: What exactly would that look like? 

Or to put it another way, if Marchand was made NHL commissioner for a 
day and tasked with the job of implementing his scheme, could it be 
done? 

Since it’s hard to flesh out a true manifesto within the limitations of 
Twitter, I’ll paraphrase The Marchand Plan. 

Marchand argued that NHL players selected to their respective Olympic 
teams should have been given the option of going — and if the NHL 
wanted to continue playing games in their absence, the league could do 
so by dipping into teams’ taxi squads, which they’ve had to do already 
during COVID-19 outbreaks. Marchand also said that most players who 
were in China away from their teams for up to a month or more would be 
OK forfeiting their salaries during that period. That would be a price 
they’d be prepared to pay for the chance to compete in the Olympics. 

Interesting, right? 

And not just because Marchand crawled out on a large limb to make his 
point, voicing an opinion that other players clearly shared. But if his plan 
were adopted, it would surely create schisms in both the fabric of the 
league and within individual teams. 

On the one hand, you’d probably have a handful of teams on which the 
players were so focused on either making the playoffs or challenging for 
the Stanley Cup that they would prioritize their commitments to their NHL 
clubs and give the Olympic option a pass. 

Other players might see the lure of competing in an Olympics as worth 
the sacrifice. 

So, for example, what if the Bruins’ quartet of Marchand, Patrice 
Bergeron, David Pastrnak and Charlie McAvoy all decided to head to the 
Olympics and the Bruins played most of February with minor-league call-
ups filling the gaps in the lineup? 

Currently, the Bruins are right on the cusp of missing or making the 
playoffs. 

If they somehow got skunked during the Olympic break while so many 
key pieces were away and that was the difference between missing and 

making the playoffs, what then? Would their teammates feel let down? 
Would their organization? 

Or would they understand there’s a bigger picture at stake? 

At times earlier in his career, the Washington Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin 
said he’d be prepared to play at the Olympics, even at the risk of 
breaching his contract with the Capitals. And at some of those times, 
Caps owner Ted Leonsis has said he would support Ovechkin in 
whatever he chose to do. 

So, there’s one organization that might be in forgive-and-forget mode. 

Probably, though, the vast majority would be less open to the possibility. 
Imagine the outrage in Edmonton, for example, if Connor McDavid or 
Leon Draisaitl left to compete in the Olympics. That would put the Oilers 
in freefall at a time when their hold on a playoff spot is far less secure 
than it was a month ago. Imagine the glee in other Pacific Division cities, 
where playoff chances were suddenly enhanced. 

As intriguing as Marchand’s argument is — to make Olympic participation 
a personal choice — there just doesn’t seem to be any practical way of 
having it happen without throwing the entire industry into disarray. 

Essentially, it comes back to a point that comes up week after week: 
There is the sport of hockey, and then there is the business of hockey. 

In a perfect world, it would be nice if the two overlapped more often. 

But in the real world, sorry, the divide has always been there — and if 
anything, the divide is growing wider in the COVID-19 era as revenue 
streams dry up whenever building capacities are reduced as they have 
been again across Canadian NHL cities in recent days. 

An actual compromise? 

So, is there a way of modifying Marchand’s proposal to actually make it 
work? Maybe not anymore. 

It’s too late to opt back into the Olympics after bowing out last week. 

But what if you could go back in time and — instead of pulling out of the 
Olympics — the NHL had opted to reduce the 2021-22 schedule, on the 
fly, to 70 games from 82? 

That way, you could have kept the Feb. 6-22 window open for Olympic 
participation, but struck a dozen games from every team’s schedule 
between now and the end of the season. 

It would create gaps in the schedule for some teams, the ones who’ve 
mostly managed to escape the COVID-19 postponements thus far, but 
those gaps could have been treated like the bye weeks that used to be a 
regular feature of the NHL schedule, but have gone by the wayside these 
past three years. 

I was actually watching hockey (but not covering it) when the NHL played 
a 70-game schedule in the 1960s — or when the playoffs actually ended 
in hockey season, as opposed to the first week of summer. 

Realistically, neither the league nor the Players’ Association would 
consider a 70-game schedule because of the revenue implications. But 
from a competitive point of view? It may well be the ideal number. It 
would put less physical stress on the players, potentially even reducing 
injuries. 

Back in October, the NHL’s cross-your-fingers hope was that the 2021-22 
season would be a return to some semblance of normal, with a full 82-
game schedule, a full playoff and the agreed-upon Olympic break — 
which was always considered a bone the league threw to the players in 
order to get a CBA extension done. 

Sadly, normalcy is not an option anymore. 

If the league and the players had genuinely wanted to prioritize Olympic 
participation, however, shrinking the regular season schedule would have 
been the way to accomplish that. 
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The players would have been happier. The accountants would be miffed. 

Who do you care about more? 

Now, not every player would be excited about either forfeiting salary to 
attend the Olympics — or to the across-the-board salary reductions that 
a 70-game schedule would require. 

It’s easier to absorb the financial hit if your career earnings exceed tens 
of millions of dollars. It’s something else again, if you’re young and 
earning the league minimum and don’t want to see your paycheque 
scaled back even further. 

Welcome to the NHL, son! 

According to NHLstats, a total of 223 players (197 skaters, 26 goalies) 
made their NHL debuts in the 2021 calendar year through mid-week. 
That’s the most in NHL history. The previous high: 205 in 2013. The 
reason is largely because of the number of players pressed into service 
due to COVID-19 absences. 

The first games back after the Christmas break provided the perfect 
snapshot of this development. A handful of players either made their NHL 
debuts or scored their first NHL goals or, in the case of Montreal’s Rafael 
Harvey-Pinard, did both. 

There is an old expression: You can’t tell the players without a program. 
Well, these days, when you watch NHL teams perform, that’s truer than 
ever. Lukas Vejdemo also played for Montreal this week; Sean Day 
made his NHL debut for Tampa Bay; and Alex Turcotte played his first 
game for the Los Angeles Kings. 

Maybe the most heart-warming story came in Buffalo, when 29-year-old 
Ethan Prow, who’d played 273 games in the minors and went to Europe 
a year ago, finally got to play in the NHL, replacing the injured Colin 
Miller. Like Harvey-Pinard, Prow also scored a goal in his NHL debut. 
Both Prow and JJ Peterka made their NHL debuts on the same night as 
the two key pieces in the Jack Eichel trade, Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs, 
also played their first games in a Buffalo sweater. 

Also this week, a big night for the Arizona Coyotes’ Janis Moser who, in 
his third career game, scored not his first NHL goal, then added his 
second as well. 

It came in a wild 8-7 loss to the San Jose Sharks, the highest scoring 
game of the year. 

The three games Tuesday night produced 33 goals in all, if you count the 
shootout winner in the Sharks-Coyotes game. Three games generating 
that much total offence hasn’t happened in the NHL since the high-
scoring 1993 season. 

It was partly a function of rust — the Sharks’ Hertl called it “pond 
hockey.” The coaches were predictably distraught across the board. 
Maybe the only solace came from the fact that every team that played 
that night, after the break, was in the same boat. 

It was pleasantly chaotic from a spectator’s perspective. Let’s face it: If 
part of the appeal of sport is never knowing what could happen next, you 
got a lot of that on the first day after the break. Chances are it won’t last, 
so may as well enjoy it while we can. 

The Calgary arena conundrum 

It’s been a Grinchy couple of weeks in Calgary — the entire team, save 
three players, went into COVID-19 protocol. Six games leading up to the 
Christmas break were postponed. Then, four days before Christmas, the 
arena deal fell apart over what amounts to a relatively small sum of 
money. 

But the city and team have a history of butting heads over the arena 
issue; Calgary has a new mayor, who took to Twitter to make her case 
before the Flames responded with a statement of their own the next day. 
So, dueling press releases and, as is typical, each side blamed the 
other’s recalcitrance and stubbornness for seeing the previously agreed-
to deal dissolve into thin air. 

All of which leads to two questions: Who’s the real villain here? And 
actually, does it even matter when the most pressing detail is  what can 
be salvaged from this? My limited experienced with building projects is 
probably a lot like yours. 

Costs always escalate beyond the original estimate because something 
unforeseen is discovered. Or, alternately, something nifty can be added 
to improve and enhance the living experience. But of course, nothing’s 
ever for free, or comes cheaply. So, two options really: Pay the higher 
freight or pare down the original plans to fit the original price tag, even if it 
means a more utilitarian, less luxurious final product. Most households 
know to handle that. 

Sadly, there is always the one common thread when it comes to next 
professional sporting shrine that comes along: Everyone is always trying 
to top the last team to build, so as to make their edifice the latest and the 
greatest. And that’s almost always unnecessary — more about ego than 
practicality. 

If the goal is truly to build an event center that serves all of the people — 
and not just the hockey-watching part of the population — and the cost to 
do so is trimming a few bells and whistles, then trim the bells and 
whistles until the costs return to the last agreed-upon budget and 
proceed. Everything else seems like posturing on the one hand and 
politicking on the other. 

It’s a bad look — for both sides. 

And finally … 

If there’s one silver lining at the end of a bleak December, at the end of a 
complicated year for the NHL, it is the number of good-to-great players 
that missed time in the first three months of the season that are returning 
to their respective lineups. 

On Tuesday, that was Brayden Point, back with the Tampa Bay Lightning 
after a 14-game absence, contributing a three-point performance in his 
return, which included two first-period goals. Point’s long-time linemate 
Nikita Kucherov, who played exactly three regular season games in the 
calendar year, is due back at some point in January — and it’ll be a race 
to see if he gets back before Pittsburgh’s Evgeni Malkin, who hasn’t 
played yet this year, but said Wednesday he hopes to be back within 10 
days. 

Two other key Penguins’ contributors — Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel 
— are also back. Guentzel was on a 13-game point streak when he went 
out with an upper-body injury. In the 16 games since the start of 
November, Guentzel was only held off the scoresheet once — in a Nov. 
11 game against Florida. 

Patrik Laine finally made it back for Columbus Thursday and scored in 
his return. He’s hoping to get back on track after a promising start 
derailed by that oblique injury. Mitch Marner, out since early December, 
is due back whenever Toronto finally plays again. Alexander Barkov, who 
missed time with two separate injuries, used the Panthers’ long COVID-
19 related break (no games since Dec. 16) to get healthy again as well. 
The Panthers roughed up a Tampa Bay team playing without its top two 
goalies Thursday night — a 9-3 laugher. Barkov looked in mid-season 
form. 

Ultimately, Vegas is looking to get Eichel back at some point in February, 
which might then necessitate a trade to become cap compliant. That’ll be 
perhaps the most interesting scenario to monitor between now and the 
deadline: How exactly can the Golden Knights navigate those 
complicated salary-cap waters, with so much high-priced talent on the 
payroll? 

Of course, if they keep losing players such as Max Pacioretty — out 
indefinitely again, following Thursday’s wrist surgery — it might become a 
moot point. Depending upon how long Pacioretty is out, and it could be a 
long time by the sounds of it, the Golden Knights might not have to do 
anything else significant to activate Eichel. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers run out of comebacks in wild offence-first loss to 
Devils 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

December 31, 2021, 5:24 PM 

 

These 6-5 games are fun, even if your team doesn’t win them. 

Hey — you can always say, “Scoring five goals on the road is pretty 
good. That was fun.” 

But allowing six to the New Jersey Devils to lose 6-5 in overtime? Does 
an Oilers fan gnash their teeth or shrug their shoulders? 

“I thought we played a lot better than we did in St. Louis,” reasoned 
Kailer Yamamoto, of Wednesday’s 4-2 loss to the Blues. “But that’s a 
really good (Devils) team over there. They know how to score goals too.” 

They do indeed, as the Oilers fought back from one-goal deficits to tie the 
game four separate times, then took a 5-4 lead into the final moments. In 
a game like this one, however, you just knew it wouldn’t last, and Dougie 
Hamilton’s long wrister somehow made it through the bodies to be 
deflected home by Yegor Sharangovich with just 32 seconds to play. 

Of course this one was headed to overtime, tied 5-5. 

“They win a draw there, get the puck and shoot it,” deadpanned Connor 
McDavid, who lost that defensive zone draw to Nico Hischer. “They have 
a bunch of guys there and it finds a way in.” 

Remaining Time -1:50 

Oilers and Devils go toe-to-toe in thrilling New Year's Eve clash 

McDavid was fantastic in Friday’s matinee, with two goals in 27:57 of ice 
time, before losing that crucial draw. The Oilers went with 11 forwards, 
and lost Ryan Nugent-Hopkins to an unknown injury midway through the 
third period. 

It was a game right out of the '80s — two teams playing very loose 
defence, with goaltending that was spectacular one minute and Murray 
Bannerman-esque the next. Mike Smith made some great saves, but had 
two or three bloopers. He fabulously stopped a pair of breakaways in 
overtime to give his team life, then let Jack Hughes’ wrist shot bleed over 
the line for the winner seconds later. 

Remaining Time -0:38 

Jack Hughes squeezes the game-winning goal past Mike Smith in OT 

Ugh ... 

“Our attitude on the game was great,” said head coach Dave Tippett. “No 
quit — keep pushing, keep pushing. Sometimes as much as you try to 
keep the puck out of your net, it finds its way in. We weren’t giving up 
much, and the tying goal is a deflection from way out. A seeing-eye puck 
that finds its way in. Disappointing.” 

First-goal blues 

Once again, the opponent scored first. 

This time it was the Devils, last game it was the St. Louis Blues, and 
Saturday, the odds say, it will be the New York Islanders. 

And, yes, it is becoming a problem. 

The Oilers have given up the first goal in nine of their past 10 games, 18 
of their past 22 games, and 21 times in 31 games this season. No team 

in the NHL scores first less often than the sleepy Oil, who have identified 
the problem — they just can’t fix it. 

So instead, they dwell on being that feisty team that can overcome, 
which they certainly were on Friday. 

“It shows the character in our locker room. If we go down, we’re willing to 
fight back,” said Yamamoto. 

That’s great and all. But at some point the issue of not starting well 
enough has to be diagnosed and corrected. 

In our books it’s a players’ issue, and we’ve seen Tippett and his staff try 
several different line combinations off the start of games to try to break 
the jinx. At some point, the guys in the uniforms — not the ones wearing 
suits — have to take control and fix the problem. 

Goofy call 

Well, that was a first. 

The Oilers saw their longest delay of the season when New Jersey 
challenged a missed stoppage in play, only to have it ruled that the 
Devils weren’t allowed to challenge said play after all, and the goal would 
stand. 

That was Edmonton’s good luck, as in our eyes the question — whether 
the whistle should have been blown when Dougie Hamilton touched the 
puck on a delayed penalty to the Devils — was in New Jersey’s favour. 
Hamilton touched the puck with control, and the whistle should have 
blown. The refs missed the call. 

Remaining Time -2:48 

Kailer Yamamoto buries a third period go-ahead goal 

But the Devils can’t complain. They did not receive a penalty for an 
unsuccessful challenge, once the NHL’s Situation Room deemed the 
play unchallengeable. To me, that should still be a penalty. Similar to 
calling a time out in basketball when you have none left, the coach 
should know the rules when he makes a challenge. 

“We had a challenge that wasn’t a challenge,” marvelled Tippett. “We 
had four of the six goals against us were, at some point, deflected. It was 
one of those games — a lot of bouncers going the other way.” 

This bounce went Edmonton’s way. Here is how the NHL explained it: 

“New Jersey requested a Coach’s Challenge for a Missed Game 
Stoppage Event to further examine if defenseman Dougie Hamilton 
played the puck with 11:47 on the clock (8:13 elapsed time) during a 
delayed penalty, which was prior to Kailer Yamamoto’s goal. 

“However, the play was not challengeable as Rule 38.2 (b) states, “that a 
play that results in a ‘GOAL’ call on the ice where the defending team 
claims that the play should have been stopped by reason of any play 
occurring in the offensive zone that should have resulted in a play 
stoppage caused by the attacking team but did not.” The spirit of this rule 
is to address Missed Game Stoppages in the offensive zone created by 
the attacking player (not the defending player in the defensive zone).” 
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The final four months of 2021 unfolded in a manner few Calgary Flames 
fans could have predicted – one of the best starts in franchise history 
through 28 games, flirting with first place in the entire league, Jacob 
Markstrom on pace to shatter franchise goaltending records, and, of 
course, the league’s biggest COVID-19 outbreak. 

With much uncertainty awaiting 2022, why not make some predictions on 
how the coming 12 months will unfold? 

General manager Brad Treliving will be active at the trade deadline and 
bring in at least one significant name 

During a season that might be their best opportunity to make a deep 
postseason run before some key contracts come up for renewal and 
stresses of the salary cap begin to have an impact, the Flames have 
earned help from their general manager.  

Stars Johnny Gaudreau (unrestricted) and Matthew Tkachuk (restricted) 
should they re-sign, will require raises. Andrew Mangiapane and blueliner 
Oliver Kylington, both restricted free agents and in the midst of 
exceptional seasons, will also see their pay go up.  

The 2021-22 season could be the final playoff run for this core, and 
Treliving will augment it with at least one big move at the deadline. 

I could easily see the organization repatriate former captain Mark 
Giordano from the Seattle Kraken. Darryl Sutter has said several times 
that the team needs more puck movement from the back end, and 
Giordano’s skillset (plus ties to the city) make him an ideal fit. 

I also think Treliving will bring in a top-six forward with term, given he 
knows there will likely be some turnover on his scoring lines in the off-
season. Tyler Toffoli of the Montreal Canadiens makes plenty of sense. 

    With Calgary Flames likely trying to add @ trade deadline, I wonder if 
they take a run @ Montréal Canadien Tyler Toffoli… 

    2way forward, plays all situations, history w/ Sutter, 0 no-trade 
protection & w/ long-term ?s @ wing, signed @ manageable $4.25 mill 
cap hit through '23-24 

    — Salim Nadim Valji (@salimvalji) December 3, 2021 

Given the Flames’ cap situation, they would have to move out a roster 
player or two to make such moves. Nikita Zadorov, a pending free agent, 
and Dillon Dube could be expendable. Right now, the Flames have about 
$1.7 million in cap space and three picks in the first two rounds of the 
upcoming entry draft.  

The Flames win a playoff round and lose in six games in the Western 
Conference semifinals 

With the likes of Elias Lindholm, Blake Coleman, Milan Lucic, and Trevor 
Lewis to support Gaudreau, Tkachuk, and Mangiapane, Calgary’s roster 
is constructed well for the grind of meaningful spring hockey. That will 
lead to their first playoff series win since 2015. They’ll also make a valiant 
effort in the second round but ultimately fall short. 

Free agency: Gaudreau walks, Tkachuk signs a short-term deal, and 
Calgary makes a strong pitch for Nazem Kadri 

Let’s talk about the biggest names first. 

Gaudreau will move on as a free agent, and Tkachuk will sign a three-
year deal in the neighbourhood of $9.5 million per season. Mangiapane 
inks for at least four seasons and $4.5 million per, while Kylington gets a 
multi-year deal with a $3 million cap hit.  

Treliving tried at least once to acquire Kadri from the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in a deal for TJ Brodie in 2019, but Kadri invoked his no-movement 
clause and was instead dealt to the Avalanche. Kadri is having an 
exceptional season with the Avs, and the Flames will circle back to him in 
the summer. Treliving’s had some success luring high-profile free agents 
(James Neal, Markstrom, Coleman) and will make a serious pitch to 
Kadri, and view Ryan Strome as a Plan B. 

Like every team, the Flames will shore up their depth as well.  

They will re-sign Erik Gudbranson, Giordano (should they re-acquire 
him), and Lewis. They’ll also pursue either Valeri Nichushkin or Nino 
Niederreiter. On the back end, they make pitches to Ian Cole and Nathan 
Beaulieu. 

The Flames move on from Sean Monahan 

In what surely will be one of the toughest calls of Treliving’s career, he 
either buys Monahan out or trades the veteran centre (Monahan has a 
10-team no-trade list) and retains some of his $6.375 million cap hit. After 
hip surgery in the spring, Monahan hasn’t cracked the team’s top six, 
doesn’t kill penalties, and has just two even-strength goals. Dating back 
to last season, in his last 79 games, Monahan has 14 goals and 42 
points. 

Given the dollars headed towards Tkachuk, Mangiapane, and Kylington 
alone, Calgary needs to find cap space. Moving on from Monahan is one 
(tough) way to accomplish that. 

Kirk Muller gets promoted to head coach before training camp  

Muller, currently second-in-command to Sutter, assumes the reigns as 
the Flames bench boss. Sutter, who would be entering the final year of 
the three-year pact he signed last season, moves into a senior advisor 
role, like the one he had with the Anaheim Ducks, while continuing to 
have a profound impact on the organization. 

The Calgary Events Centre deal gets done, perhaps in creative fashion 

Calgary Flames ownership ultimately comes back to the negotiating table 
and the Events Centre deal gets finalized. 

The remaining cost overruns (roughly $10 million) get solved - be it 
through mediation, the Calgary Sports and Entertainment Corporation 
(CSEC) finding the money, CSEC adding another minority partner who 
will help the process move along (the NHL recently started allowing 
franchises to sell stakes of up to 30 percent to private equity firms), or 
another level of government stepping in.   

Mayor Jyoti Gondek said she would not commit more than the $300-plus 
million the City of Calgary is already contributing. Given the stresses the 
city has undergone in the past 10 years (flood recovery, high vacancy 
rate downtown, oil price deflating, pandemic) and her commitment to 
climate change, she doesn’t seem likely to provide more taxpayer dollars. 

Both parties have much to gain from the NHL’s second-oldest rink being 
replaced with a multi-use entertainment venue that would help revitalize 
the city, enhance its image, and provide a windfall for the Flames 
ownership.  

Ultimately, the complex agreement gets signed by both parties and 
shovels hit the ground. 
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