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How coach Rod Brind’Amour and the Canes navigated an eventful calendar year in 2021 

By Chip Alexander 

The start of two seasons, in two different divisions, and their 
first divisional title in 15 years encapsulate the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ topsy-turvy 2021. 

The Canes began the 2020-21 season in the temporary 
Central Division after the pandemic postponed the season 
start until January and reduced it to 56 games. They won the 
division, their first such title since 2006. 

The 2021-22 season then began in October, with the Canes 
back in the Metropolitan Division and with the hope of a 
semblance of “normalcy.” They’ve been among the divisional 
leaders — and NHL points leaders — in the first third of the 
season. PNC Arena has been full, loud. 

Some year, 2021. And that wasn’t all: 

Tom Dundon took over full ownership of the team. The 
Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour won the Jack Adams Award as 
NHL coach of the year and earned a new contract extension. 
Canes captain Jordan Staal played his 1,000th career game. 
Forward Andrei Svechnikov signed an eight-year, $62 million 
contract. The team got into a social media feud with the 
Montreal Canadiens, and owned them in an offer-sheet 
kerfuffle. 

The pandemic remains with us, though, and no one can say 
what 2022 will bring — Dundon, Brind’Amour and the Canes 
want a Stanley Cup championship. 

Here’s a look at some of the highlights of 2021: 

Game of the Year 

Remember that “#Pack13” game at the 2021 College World 
Series, when N.C. State played a baseball game with 13 
players because of COVID-19 issues? Call this one 
#Canes18. 

The Canes faced the Detroit Red Wings on Dec. 16 at PNC 
Arena with 16 skaters and two goalies — two skaters shy of 
a full roster — because of six players on the NHL COVID list. 
The Canes were limited in the number of AHL callups from 
the Chicago Wolves given the salary-cap restrictions, and 
required to play one game “short” before going back to a full 
roster. 

No problem. The Canes won 5-3 as one of those callups, 
forward Jack Drury, scored his first NHL goal and was 
named first star of the game in his NHL debut. Brind’Amour 
called it “one of those special wins.” So it was. 

Player of the Year: Jaccob Slavin 

The defenseman earned more NHL exposure as the winner 
of the 2021 Lady Byng Trophy, given to the NHL player who 
best exhibits “sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct 
combined with a high standard of playing ability.” 

Pretty accurate description of the Canes’ No. 74, yes? Slavin 
rarely ventures into the penalty box and never has a harsh 
word to say on the ice. He has been a consistently steady 
and dependable player, protecting his goalie, getting sticks 
on pucks, piling up important minutes, always being there. 

Slavin has added a different element to his game, it appears: 
more thump. He has rattled the teeth of a few more 
opponents in 2021-22, all with clean, jarring hits. 

Rookie of the Year: Seth Jarvis 

The forward, Carolina’s first-round draft pick in 2020, came 
to Canes training camp in September saying he wanted to 
make it hard for the Canes to send him back to junior 
hockey. 

They all say that, don’t they? Jarvis meant it. He didn’t go 
back. 

When Jarvis played his 10th NHL game, the first year of his 
entry-level contract with Carolina began. He was 20 games 
into his rookie season when he entered the NHL’s COVID 
protocol along with Sebastian Aho, but has shown enough of 
his skill, savvy and solid three-zone play to earn 
Brind’Amour’s trust and spot in the lineup. 

Goalie Alex Nedeljkovic won 18 games for the Canes as a 
rookie in the condensed 2021 season and was a big part of 
their divisional title. Jarvis should be a big part of the Canes’ 
future. 

Goodbye, and Hello 

There was quite an exodus after the 2020-21 season ended 
with a playoff loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 2021 
Stanley Cup champions. Gone were defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton, forwards Brock McGinn, Warren Foegele and 
Morgan “Can’t out-pizza the hut” Geekie, and goaltenders 
Petr Mrazek, James Reimer and Nedeljkovic, a Calder 
Trophy finalist in 2021. 

Coming to the Canes were goalies Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta, forward Derek Stepan and defenseman Ian 
Cole. And then there was ... 

The Name is DeAngelo 

The Canes made defenseman Tony DeAngelo a free-agent 
signing on July 28. The contract: one year, $1 million. 

The reaction was immediate, the backlash fueled with vitriol. 
Some angry Canes fans threatened to cancel their season 
tickets. Many took to social media to vent. DeAngelo was 
persona non grata to some because of a controversial past 
on and off the ice. 

DeAngelo asked for a chance. That’s all: a chance to make 
amends and show he could be a model player and a good 
teammate. He has made good on that vow and been one of 
the league’s most productive D-men. 
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And the Canes would make one more addition with a ... 
feuille d’offre. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Sign Here Please 

It apparently simmered for a couple of years but never went 
away. The Montreal Canadiens tendered Sebastian Aho an 
offer sheet on July 1, 2019, hoping to steal away the Canes 
center. That didn’t work as the Canes matched it. Nor was it 
forgotten. 

The Canes struck back this year. They made Canadiens 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi a one-year, $6.1 million offer 
sheet on Aug. 28. Kotkaniemi signed it. The Habs did not 
match it. Just like that Canes had another forward and the 
No. 3 pick in the 2018 NHL Draft, just after Svechnikov. 

The offer sheet was announced on Twitter by the Canes in 
French. Canes president and general manager Don Waddell 
issued a statement that was nearly word-for-word what the 
Habs’ Marc Bergevin, now the former Montreal GM, had said 
in 2019. Plus there was the $20 signing bonus, matching 
Aho’s number. 

The Canes claimed there was no ill intent, just marketing and 
some social media fun. But they made a point with their bold 
hockey move. And, unlike the Habs, got their man — la 
vengeance est douce. 

Golf, Anyone? 

Few things made a bigger stir off the ice in 2021 than pop 
star Harry Styles popping into town for a concert and 
deciding to hit the links. Aho and Martin Necas joined him at 
Old Chatham in Durham for a few swings, and their round on 
Oct. 11 had Twitter atwitter and social media blowing up after 
a photo of the three appeared on Necas’ Instagram page. 

“It was a great day,” Necas later said. “We really enjoyed it. 
He was like super nice. He was making jokes, wasn’t cocky 
at all. That was nice to see.” 

It Ain’t Over Yet … 

COVID-19, quarantine, protocol, testing, variant, outbreaks 
... it’s still with us, still a part of the hockey lexicon. While so 
many had hoped the pandemic would wane in 2021 and no 
longer be a major issue, the delta and omicron variants of 
COVID-19 only added new, distressing problems. The 2021-
22 season began with such promise, but a mass of positive 
tests resulted in games being postponed and the NHL’s 
decision not to allow its players to go to the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. 

The Canes had games postponed, players placed in the 
COVID protocol. Dundon sent out a rescue flight at one point 
to bring six quarantined players back to Raleigh. 
Brind’Amour said it was “hold your breath” every day as 
teams awaited the COVID test results. 

But enough. Let’s end it there. On to 2022.
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Hurricanes storm back for comeback victory over Columbus Blue Jackets 

By Chip Alexander 

The Columbus Blue Jackets scored the first four goals of the 
game Saturday against the Carolina Hurricanes and looked 
impressive in doing it. 

Zach Werenski flipped in a slick backhander. Gustav Nyquist 
scored on a shorthanded breakaway. Rookie goalie Daniil 
Tarasov was stopping everything in net and the Blue 
Jackets’ Nationwide Arena was rumbling. 

But just when it appeared the Canes might have a long day 
and a losing start to 2022, it all turned around. The Canes 
continued to attack and kept pushing, scoring seven 
unanswered goals for a 7-4 victory that left the Blue Jackets 
feeling they had been hit by a cannon blast. 

Forward Steven Lorentz scored twice. Defenseman Brady 
Skjei scored twice. Nino Niederreiter and Ethan Bear scored 
16 seconds apart midway through the third period as the 
Canes surged into the lead, and Andrei Svechnikov capped 
off a strong game with an empty-net score as the Canes (23-
7-1) piled up five third-period goals. 

As Lorentz put it, “The flood gates opened up.” 

Goaltending changes were critical. The Canes lifted starter 
Antti Raanta after the opening period as Frederik Andersen, 
coming off COVID protocol, played his first game since Dec. 
18. Andersen made a sprawling stop on Boone Jenner with a 
four seconds left in the second period -- smothering the puck 
after it hit the post -- to keep the Canes within 4-2. 

“Freddie came in and made a couple of saves right when the 
game was almost out of hand,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Tarasov was forced out of the game by an injury after the 
second period. In came Elvis Merzlikins, but it would be a 
nightmarish third for the Columbus goalie, who allowed four 
goals on 15 shots. 

It was the second time in franchise history that the Canes 
had rallied from a four-goal deficit to win. The first: the 
Hartford Whalers vs Montreal in January 1989. 

“It was kind of a whirlwind there, just watching them start 
going in,” Lorentz said. 

The Canes dominated the third period of the Metropolitan 
Division game. The Blue Jackets (15-14-1) were limited to 
two shots while the Canes had 16 in finishing with a 49-18 
advantage -- eight shots by Svechnikov and seven by Skjei. 

“It’s like they had the puck in their pocket all night,” 
Columbus coach Brad Larsen said to the media after the 
game. “At 4-0 I never felt comfortable because of the way the 
game was played. That’s a really good hockey team that 
came coming and we had no answer for it. They’re a 
handful.” 

Carolina had an 18-9 lead in shots and 33-12 edge in total 
attempts in the first period but trailed 3-0 as the Blue Jackets 
tested the Canes with odd-man rushes and got Nyquist’s 
breakaway shorty. 

“It was a weird game,” Skjei said. “The first period we found 
ourselves down 3-0 and I thought we outplayed them, 
honestly, that we were all over them in their D zone. Just 
gave up a few Grade-A chances that they capitalized on. 

“In the intermission we told ourselves to keep playing the 
way we were and the goals would come, and they definitely 
did. There was no question we would win. We didn’t expect 
to score seven, but we knew we’d get our goals and fight 
back into the game.” 

Lorentz started the comeback at 9:11 of the second period 
by redirecting a Tony DeAngelo slap pass, and Skjei’s first 
goal made it a 4-2 game as Svechnikov had the setup pass. 

Skjei scored again from the left circle in the third off a Brett 
Pesce pass, and Niederreiter tied it 4-4 by racing into the slot 
to collect a hard carom off a stanchion on the end boards 
and beating Merzlikins. Bear then winged a shot from the 
point at 10:50 of the third for the lead and Lorentz padded 
the lead by following up the rebound of a Seth Jarvis shot. 

Skjei and Bear had each scored one goal this season before 
Saturday. But they delivered. 

“We just stuck to our game plan and didn’t let their lead 
creep into our heads and into our game,” Lorentz said. 
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Recap: Canes Score Seven Unanswered To Earn Wild Comeback Win In Columbus 

Carolina trailed 4-0 in the middle stages of the second period 

By Walt Ruff 

COLUMBUS, OH. - For just the second time in franchise 
history the Carolina Hurricanes won a game in which they 
trailed 4-0 Saturday, scoring seven in a row to earn a 7-4 
victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

The Rundown: 

Before the game's first goal, which came 6:54 in, the Canes 
set up an attack in the Columbus end filled with possession 
and shot attempts, two items in would become a standard 
throughout the rest of the afternoon. 

Efforting a good amount of rubber on Blue Jackets rookie 
netminder Daniil Tarasov, the 22-year-old was able to turn 
shot after shot aside, stymying Carolina until his team was 
able to capitalize. Zach Werenski was able to beat Antti 
Raanta on the backhand for the game's first tally, giving the 
lead to the home side despite a strong start for the other end. 

The Canes went right back to work after the marker, but six 
minutes later it then became a 2-0 game. Another six 
minutes later a shorthanded breakaway made it 3-0, ending 
the first period's scoring. 

Despite Rod Brind'Amour's crew dominating the shot 
attempts and dictating where the game was being played, his 
team trailed by a trio. 

Although Columbus would strike once more 8:39 into the 
second to make it 4-0, one of the first efforts at changing the 
tide in the game was Frederik Andersen coming in in relief to 
start the middle frame. Fresh off of the COVID-19 Protocol 
list, the star netminder then started to get comfortable, 
making a few timely saves early into his tenure in the game. 

Momentum really began to swing the opposite direction then 
32 seconds after Columbus' fourth goal, when Steven 
Lorentz redirected a shot-pass from Tony DeAngelo home, 
finally getting their team on the board. Serving as a proving 
point that Tarasov was indeed beatable despite his strong 
efforts, the Canes then cut the lead to 4-2 a few minutes later 
on Brady Skjei's first of the afternoon. 

Thus Carolina went into the final break trailing by a pair, but 
now with evidence that they could find the back of the net 
while also continuing their controlling efforts. At the end of 
two periods shot attempts were 59-26 in favor of the Canes, 
per Natural Stat Trick. 

Then, in a surprise turn of events, Tarasov did not return for 
the third period.  Later it being shared that it was due to a 
lower-body injury. Elvis Merzlikins was thrust in for the Blue 
Jackets, being met by the same pressure that his netminding 

partner had faced through 40 minutes. Merzlikins was able to 
get a few stops under his belt to start the frame, but 
eventually the attack became too much. 

Playing with a sense of belief, Brady Skjei made it a 4-3 
game with his second of the contest, a shot from the blocker-
side of the defending goalie. Then, after having hit the 
crossbar and just missing another golden opportunity 
moments prior, Nino Niederreiter completed the comeback 
for the crew to make it a 4-4.  

Before you could blink, or rather 16 seconds of game time 
later, an Ethan Bear shot from the point gave Carolina their 
first lead of the calendar year, 5-4. 

1:09 later it was Lorentz again, joining Skjei in the multi-goal 
club to make it 6-4. Shocking the Nationwide Arena crowd, 
the Canes had come all the way back to earn a victory in 
their first game of 2022, capping it off with an Andrei 
Svechnikov empty net goal to make it 7-4. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour when asked if he had ever been a part of a 
victory like today: 

"Not really. The difference in other comebacks is the others 
are tighter games. This one was just so wide-open, it felt like. 
Even though we were down by four it still felt like if we got 
one, we might have a chance - which, we did, obviously. A 
crucial thing was Freddie coming in and making a couple of 
big saves. They were right when the game was just about to 
get out of hand, so I thought his play was great. We'll take 
the win, for sure." 

Steven Lorentz on what it was like to be a part of today's 
victory: 

"That one was a little special. Sometimes you get a game 
like that and you feel like you're down and out, or you're not 
getting the breaks, and then all of a sudden all at once, if you 
stick with the game plan, good things happen. After two 
periods we regrouped a little bit and we felt like if we got the 
next goal by them we'd get the floodgates to open, and that's 
what we did. It obviously feels very good to start the new 
year right. It gives you a little bit of confidence to be able to 
produce like that as well, but we'll take it. That's just one 
game and we'll get ready for our next test. 

Brady Skjei, laughingly, after being asked if we could expect 
two goals from him in every game in 2022: 

"Nope. I'd love that but I don't think we need to get our hopes 
up too much." 

Skjei's assessment on the afternoon: 
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"It was a weird game. In the first period we found ourselves 
down 3-0 and I thought we outplayed them. We were all over 
them in their defensive zone, we just gave up a few chances 
that they capitalized on and we didn't. We knew that we just 
had to keep playing the way we were and the goals would 
come. Then they definitely did." 

What's Next?: 

The team flies back to Raleigh post-game because their 
originally scheduled game in Toronto on Monday was 
postponed earlier this week. At the moment their next 
scheduled game is Friday night at home against Calgary. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Only seven teams have scored erased a four-goal 
deficit and won in regulation since the 1995-96 
season. (h/t NHLPR) 

 With the win the team moves back to the top spot in 
the NHL, accumulating 47 points during their record 
of 23-7-1. 

 Brady Skjei had one goal in the team's first 30 
games this season. Today he had two. 

 Nino Niederreiter's game-tying goal and Ethan 
Bear's go-ahead goal came just 16 seconds apart, 
the fastest back-to-back goals by the team this 
season. 

 Frederik Andersen finished with eight stops on nine 
shots in the final 40 minutes. 

 In addition to Lorentz and Skjei, both Seth Jarvis 
and Vincent Trocheck also had multiple point 
games as well - each recording two assists.
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Hurricanes score seven straight goals to rally past Blue Jackets 

Come back after trailing by four to win fourth in row 

By Craig Merz 

COLUMBUS -- The Carolina Hurricanes scored seven 
straight goals, including five in the third period, to defeat the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 7-4 at Nationwide Arena on 
Saturday. 

Brady Skjei and Steven Lorentz scored twice for the 
Hurricanes (23-7-1), who have won four straight and eight of 
nine. 

Ethan Bear scored at 10:50 of the third make it 5-4, and 
Lorentz made it 6-4 at 11:59 as part of four goals in a 3:57 
span. 

The Hurricanes scored seven consecutive goals to come 
back to win from down four goals for the second time in their 
history and the first time since relocating to Carolina for the 
1997-98 season. The Hartford Whalers defeated the 
Montreal Canadiens 7-4 on Jan. 19, 1989. 

"That's what's special about this team," Skjei said. "There's 
no question we didn't think we would win." 

Gustav Nyquist, in his 600th NHL game and 100th for 
Columbus, scored shorthanded and had an assist. 

Daniil Tarasov made 31 saves in two periods for the Blue 
Jackets (15-14-1) before exiting with a lower-body injury. 
Elvis Merzlikins made 11 saves in the third period.  

"They were coming and then Daniil goes down," Blue 
Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. "It put Elvis in a tough 
situation. 

"When it was 4-0, I never felt comfortable with how that 
game was played. They kept coming and we didn't have an 
answer to it."  

Antti Raanta made six saves on nine shots in the first period 
before being relieved by Frederik Andersen, who made eight 
saves in his first game since clearing NHL COVID-19 
protocol on Thursday. He last played Dec. 16. 

"This game was so wide open," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We were down two, down three, down 
four, but it felt like at the end of the game we might have a 
chance." 

Zach Werenski gave Columbus a 1-0 lead at 6:54 of the first 
period and Adam Boqvist made it 2-0 at 12:30. Nyquist 
extended the lead at 18:04 of the first.  

"It was a weird game," Skjei said. "The first period we were 
down 3-0 and I thought we outplayed them, honestly. We 
were all over them but on the D-zone we gave them chances 
they capitalized on." 

Texier made it 4-0 at 8:39 of the second period before 
Lorentz redirected a shot by Tony DeAngelo at 9:11 to make 
it 4-1. 

"We had to get something and answer after the goal 
against," Lorentz said. 

Skjei pulled the Hurricanes to within 4-2 at 14:05 of the 
second and made it 4-3 at 6:53 of the third with a shot from 
the left circle. 

Nino Niederreiter tied it 4-4 at 10:34 when the puck bounced 
off the end boards to him and Merzlikins was out of position. 
Bear scored from long range at 10:50 to make it 5-4. 

After the Lorentz goal for a 6-4 score, Andrei Svechnikov 
scored into an empty net at 17:30 for the 7-4 final. 

"They just keep on their game and play the way they want to 
play, and that's what they did tonight," Werenski said. "They 
just kept coming and coming." 

The Hurricanes are the first NHL team to win by three or 
more goals after trailing by four since the Chicago 
Blackhawks defeated the Winnipeg Jets 7-4 on Feb. 1, 1989. 

"That was special," Lorentz said. "Sometimes you get a 
game like that where a team is a little bit down and out or not 
getting the breaks, then all of a sudden you get one and stick 
to the game plan and good things happen, and that's what 
happened. 

"After two periods we kind of regrouped a bit. We said, 
'We're right there. Once we get the next one by him the 
floodgates might open,' and sure enough they did." 

NOTES: The Hurricanes had their first five-goal period since 
scoring five in the second in a 5-2 win against the Vancouver 
Canucks on Jan. 23, 2019. … Nyquist has scored 361 NHL 
points (152 goals, 209 assists).  … Blue Jackets forward 
Sean Kuraly had two shots on goal in 18:08 playing his 300th 
NHL game. He has scored 78 points (29 goals, 49 assists). 
… Columbus forward Emil Bemstrom assisted on Werenski's 
goal for his first assist in his second game of the season. He 
did not play until Thursday because of an oblique strain.
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Cullen talks Wild improvement, career mentors in sit-down with NHL.com 

Center who played 21 NHL seasons discusses working with 
Penguins in player development 

By Tracey Myers 

NHL.com's Q&A feature called "Sitting Down with…" runs 
each Sunday. We talk to key figures in the game, gaining 
insight into their lives on and off the ice. 

This edition features retired NHL forward Matt Cullen. 

Matt Cullen is in a good place. 

The 45-year-old, who scored 731 points (266 goals, 465 
assists) in 1,516 NHL games with the Anaheim Ducks, 
Florida Panthers, Carolina Hurricanes, New York Rangers, 
Ottawa Senators, Minnesota Wild, Nashville Predators and 
Pittsburgh Penguins has worked in player development for 
the Penguins the past three seasons. It's helped him find the 
best of both worlds. 

"I do love being involved in the game and I'm learning that 
through this. I enjoy my time in Pittsburgh and it gives me a 
nice balance," Cullen said prior to the Wild playing the St. 
Louis Blues at the 2022 Discover NHL Winter Classic at 
Target Field in Minneapolis on Saturday. 

"My last couple of years in the NHL I always felt like I was 
missing out. My kids were home playing hockey and I felt like 
I was missing out. I don't feel like I'm missing out anymore. I 
get all that [time with my kids] and I still get to stay involved 
in the game, which I love, so it's been a good fit, and it's 
probably more just working toward finding a potential long-
term plan in the game, because I love it." 

NHL.com caught up with the Minnesota native to ask him 
about his long NHL career, the Wild this season and what he 
watches in his spare time. 

What do you think of the Wild so far this season?  

"It's so impressive. We watch a lot of hockey in my house, so 
we see the Wild, of course. It's so cool to see, it's kind of a 
revitalization of the whole organization. It's been a little bit of 
a long time coming, I think, which is so cool to see. I've 
gotten to know some of the coaches, some of the players, 
still. [Wild general manager] Billy Guerin, of course, coming 
in from Pittsburgh, has had a huge impact. He's just done a 
great job of kind of saying, 'This is my idea, this is my vision,' 
and he's going to stick with it. 

"[Coach] Dean [Evason] has done a great job. I think he's a 
no-nonsense guy and just tells it like it is. From my 
experience in the game, when you have a coach who is just 
very direct, and you know exactly where you stand, there's 
no tricks, nothing other than, 'Here's what I expect from you 
and here's what we need.' Players respond to that, and it 
seems this group has really responded, which is cool. When 
you get an infusion of young guys, of course with [forward] 
Kirill Kaprizov coming in and playing the way he has, and 
[forward] Kevin Fiala's a great hockey player, they have a 
really nice foundation." 

Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon said earlier this season 
that you were a big influence early in his career. How 
important was mentoring young guys? 

"It's cool to hear because I think back on my career and I 
think I never would've been able to play as long as I have 
without the mentors I was fortunate to be around. Paul 
Kariya, Rod Brind'Amour, Bret Hedican, guys like this went 
out of their way to help me out and teach me things. I think 
it's one of those things as a player, you always try to pass 
that along. At the time [Spurgeon] looked like he was 12, and 
he still hasn't aged at all. He's a young kid, great human 
being and awesome hockey player, and I just loved spending 
time with him." 

Speaking of Brind'Amour, how has he segued into coaching 
so seamlessly?  

"Authenticity is a word that comes to mind with Rod. He is 
what he is. I think that authenticity, people respond to that, 
players respond to that. He's not trying to be a different 
coach than he is in person. He's just staying true to who he 
is. His work ethic, I see him skating with the guys and I'm 
like, I would not be doing that. But he can, you know? I 
absolutely love Rod. He's as good as they come, and he was 
a fantastic leader." 

Why has your former teammate, Chicago Blackhawks goalie 
Marc-Andre Fleury, been so good for so long?  

"Aside from all of the talent he has, and his skill set, and the 
fact that he just really works at his game as hard as anybody 
I've been around, I think his joy and love of the game, that's 
what draws people to him, but I think it also keeps him going. 
If you don't love the game, you're not going to pour your 
heart and soul into it as long as he has. And that's a tough 
position. You're on an island, you're the only one back there. 
His love of the game comes out every time he's on the ice. I 
love being around him, his teammates love being around 
him. He was a great teammate, one of the best I've ever had. 
And I sat next to him in the locker room, so I'm taking credit 
for a lot." 

Were you in Pittsburgh last month working with forward 
Evgeni Malkin?  

"A little bit. I mostly work with the centermen, face-offs, and 
different ideas with some of the younger guys. But 'Geno' is 
starting to get back from a [knee] injury. They're good friends 
of mine and we've been through a lot together, so it's so fun 
to go back out there, and I love Pittsburgh. [Forward] Jake 
Guentzel's coming back from an injury too, so fun to get out 
with those guys." 

You're one of 21 players to play more than 1,500 games. 
How did you reach such rarified air?  

"I sure don't feel like I belong on those lists when I see some 
of the names on them, but I guess it was probably a couple 
of things. I loved the game, No. 1, which I grew up [playing] 
on the outdoor rinks here, which is why [the Winter Classic] 
is such a fun thing for me to see. I'm just a rink rat type of 
guy. The other thing that probably helped me a lot is I got 
turned on to nutrition and training probably earlier than most 
people. Paul Kariya was way, way, way ahead of his time. 
When I came into the League, we'd get into an opposing 
team's city, most of the guys would go out, go to dinner or 
whatever. He would take me to the gym and we'd work out 
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and then we'd go to dinner after that. It was like he just did 
everything, and now that's not maybe as uncommon, right? 
Guys are way more into their fitness and their diets. 

"Being able to skate, too. The game got a lot faster and 
quicker, so I had to continue to work on keeping my foot 
speed so I could play the game at the right pace. I knew that 
the mental side of the game would come through experience, 
and then just being blessed with good opportunity. I was 
lucky to get to some good places at critical times. We were at 
Carolina when we won the Cup (in 2005-06) and getting to 
Pittsburgh just kind of reinfused a lot of life in my career. And 
having kids. My boys love the game of hockey, so I was in 
my 30s and saw the excitement in their eyes when they got 
to go to an NHL game or a playoff game and were doing the 
standings every day." 

Who was someone you were nervous to meet the first time?  

"I guess the two when I went to Anaheim that jump to mind 
are Paul Kariya and Teemu Selanne. When I first walked in 
and got to meet those two, I was like, 'Holy cow, this is the 
NHL.' That was a big one. Mario [Lemieux] in Pittsburgh. I 
was older in my career, been around for a long time, but I 
was really nervous to meet Mario. He just has a presence 
about him."  

What are you binge watching right now?  

"I'm watching the Tom Brady series, 'Man in the Arena.' It's 
awesome, I love that. Super cool. It's almost based off the 
Last Dance-type thing, it's Tom Brady going through his 
career, hour-long specials. I'm really into that."

 

 

Hurricanes score 7 straight goals to beat Blue Jackets 7-4 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Brady Skjei and Steven Lorentz 
scored twice and the Carolina Hurricanes had the last seven 
goals to beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 7-4 on Saturday. 

The Hurricanes (23-7-1) scored four times in a 3:57 span of 
the third to overcome a 4-2 deficit. They had five goals in the 
period. 

“That was special,” Lorentz said. “Sometimes you get a 
game like that where a team is a little bit down and out or not 
getting the breaks then all of a sudden you get one and stick 
to the game plan and good things happen and that’s what 
happened. 

“After two periods we kind of regrouped a bit. We said, 
‘We’re right there. Once we get the next one by him the flood 
gates might open’ and sure enough they did.” 

Ethan Bear scored at 10:50 of the third make it 5-4 and 
Lorentz made it 6-4 at 11:59 as part of the spurt. Andrei 
Svechnikov scored into an empty net at 17:30 for the final 
score. 

Nino Niederreiter also scored, and Seth Jarvis and Vincent 
Trocheck had two assists for the Hurricanes. 

Gustav Nyquist in his 600th NHL game scored shorthanded 
and had an assist for the Blue Jackets (15-14-1). Alexandre 
Texier had a goal and an assist and defensemen Zach 
Werenski and Adam Boqvist also scored for Columbus. 

“When it was 4-0, I never felt comfortable with how that 
game was played,” Columbus coach Brad Larsen said. “They 
kept coming and we didn’t have an answer to it.”  

Daniil Tarasov made 31 saves in two periods for the Blue 
Jackets before exiting with a lower-body injury. Elvis 
Merzlikins made 11 saves in the third period. 

The Hurricanes scored seven consecutive goals to erase a 
four-goal deficit for the second time in franchise history. The 

Hartford Whalers defeated the Montreal Canadiens 7-4 on 
Jan. 19, 1989. 

“That’s what’s special about this team. There’s no question 
we didn’t think we would win,” Skjei said. 

Columbus led 3-0 after the first period with Werenski and 
Boqvist scoring before the Nyquist goal. 

Werenski made it 1-0 6:54 with a backhander on the rush 
after a slick around Brett Pesce in the left circle for his sixth 
goal. 

Boqvist got his seventh at 12:30 with a shot from between 
the circles with Nyquist setting him up. 

Nyquist put the Blue Jackets up 3-0 at 18:04. 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta was lifted after making six saves 
in the first period. Frederik Andersen made eight saves over 
the final two periods. 

Texier made it 4-0 at 8:39 of the second period before 
Lorentz redirected a shot by Tony DeAngelo at 9:11 to make 
it 4-1. 

“They just keep on their game and play the way they want to 
play and that’s what they did tonight,” Werenski said. “They 
just kept coming and coming.” 

NOTES  

The Hurricanes had their first five-goal period since scoring 
five in the second in a 5-2 win vs. the Vancouver Canucks on 
Jan. 23, 2019. 

UP NEXT 

Carolina: The Hurricanes host the Calgary Flames on Friday. 

Columbus: The Blue Jackets host the Tampa Bay Lightning 
on Tuesday.
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Hurricanes score seven straight, overcome four-goal deficit in Columbus 

The Carolina Hurricanes scored seven unanswered goals 
Saturday afternoon at Nationwide Arena in a tremendous 
comeback effort against the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes sent 2021 off in style.  

A 4-0 win over the Montreal Canadiens Thursday night was 
the cherry on top of a strong year on the ice and everything 
was looking good.  

But then they then opened 2022 like they were hungover. 

So thank goodness that the team made sure to hydrate and 
carb-load the night before, because once the ball got rolling 
for Carolina, it didn’t stop. 

The opening 20 minutes was a brutal headache for the 
Hurricanes who found themselves in a 3-0 hole despite 
outshooting the Blue Jackets 18-9 and outchancing them 33-
12 in the opening frame. 

The one side of the equation could be chalked up to 
Columbus’ rookie netminder, Daniil TarasovIt who was 
playing very solid hockey, but on the flip side, it was 
apparent that the issue for the Hurricanes wasn’t the 
goaltending. Sure, you would have liked another stop or two 
by Antti Raanta, but the Hurricanes’ defense — despite 
limiting the total number of chances — was giving up quality 
look after quality look. 

Zach Werenski weaved from blueline to goal line and 
finished on the backhand, Adam Boqvist joined the rush, got 
behind Carolina’s defense and finished that feed, and then 
Gustav Nyquist was sprung all alone for a shorthanded 
breakaway, which he buried. 

And it didn’t seem like things were going to go much better in 
the second period as early on, despite Frederik Andersen 
replacing Raanta in net, the Blue Jackets extended the lead 
to four after Alexandre Texier tucked in a pass off yet 
another odd-man rush. 

But the thing about this Carolina team, is that they don’t ever 
give up and that’s when the game actually started to get 
interesting.  

The first goal came from Steven Lorentz who tipped home a 
Tony DeAngelo slap pass and moments after that, Brady 
Skjei jumped into the rush and finished off an Andrei 
Svechnikov feed.  

So the second period came to a close with the Canes at 
least in a position to make a solid push the rest of the way. 

And push they did. 

After killing a Columbus power play off, Skjei scored again 
on a nasty snipe from a tremendous feed by Brett Pesce. 
They were within one. 

Not long after that, Nino Niederreiter was in the right place at 
the right time as he banged home a fortunate bounce off a 
dump in that careened off the end board glass behind the net 
and right to him in the slot. It was tied. 

Sixteen seconds after that, Ethan Bear wired a puck that 
found its way in. The Canes led by one. 

Then Lorentz cleaned up a rebound in front off a Seth Jarvis 
spin-o-rama attempt. The Canes led by two. 

And with the Columbus net empty, Andrei Svechnikov got 
goal number 10 on the season as he scored the extra point 
and sealed the win. The Canes won by three. 

It was the first time since 1989 that the franchise had 
overcome a four-goal deficit and it might have been one of 
the best examples of the Hurricanes organizational depth as 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin were 
all held pointless despite the seven goal outpour. 

Carolina will now be off for an extended break due to their 
game against the Toronto Maple Leafs being postponed, but 
they will pick it back up at home Friday, Jan. 7 against the 
Calgary Flames.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 2, 2022 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Lorentz, Skjei talk about comeback in Columbus 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 7-4 Saturday afternoon at Nationwide Arena. 

By Alec_Sawyer and Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Columbus Blue 
Jackets Saturday afternoon at Nationwide Arena after a 
seven-goal onslaught saw a 4-0 hole collapse. 

Brady Skjei and Steven Lorentz each potted two goals in the 
win and Frederik Andersen turned aside eight shots in relief 
for Antti Raanta. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, along with 
Lorentz and Skjei spoke to the media via Zoom. Here’s what 
they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On turning the game around: We were generating all the 
offense, maybe the most we have in any game at the start, 
but we were just thinking we were going to score and forgot 
about the defense. We gave up odd-man rush after odd-man 
rush and you can’t do that. You score off the rush in this 
league. It was very uncharacteristic, but it was what was 
killing us. I think we were getting so many chances we were 
just like, ‘Oh, we’re going to get one here,’ and we just gave 
up — not a ton — but the ones we were giving up were too 
good. The second wasn’t totally great either on that part, but 
as the game kept going we hunkered down on that part and 
we were getting so much offense, we capitalized.  

On what was said in the locker room: I don’t have to say too 
much. I probably say a little too much in there at times, but 
we had to get the message across. The guys knew what was 
going on. It was pretty clear. That’s the one thing about this 
group. They’re pretty honest about it. They know where their 
play is and where we were struggling. It was good that we 
got a couple of bounces, but it was because we earned them 
and that was clear in this game. 

On remembering any other game like that one: Not really. 
The difference in a lot of the other comeback ones that make 
this one a little different is that maybe those were a bit tighter 
games, and this one was just so wide open it felt like. We 
were down two, three, four and it still felt like if we got back 
into the game we still might have a chance, which we did. 
Obviously. The crucial thing was Freddie coming in and 
making a few big saves. One where the game was almost 
out of hand and that one could have turned it. I thought his 
play was great. We’ll take the win for sure. 

On Brady Skjei’s offensive ability: Skjei has a lot of ability 
offensively because he skates so well, number one. He also 
has a really good shot and sees the ice so it’s not surprising 
to see him contribute that way. 

On making the change in net: We just needed a little change 
up there. A little work too, because Freddie hasn’t been 
around for a bit. You’re a little bit hesitant there, but I think at 
that point, we didn’t have much to lose. 

Steven Lorentz 

On the win and his goals: Obviously that one was a little 
special. Sometimes you get a game like that where it seems 
like you’re a little bit down and out or not getting the breaks, 
then all of a sudden all at once you stick with the game plan 
and good things happen. That’s kind of what happened. After 
two periods we regrouped a little bit and said ‘we’re right 
there. Once we get that next goal by them, the floodgates 
might open.’ And sure enough they did. It obviously feels 
good starting the new year right. It gives you a little bit of 
confidence being able to produce offensively as well. We’ll 
take it, but that’s just one game to start the year right. We’ve 
got to get ready for our next test.  

On the mood on the bench when the floodgates open: It was 
kind of a whirlwind there watching them start going on. It 
seemed like every minute or two. We were just looking down 
at each other going ‘holy, what’s going on here?’ I really think 
we earned it, though. There were some times where we were 
a little bit sloppy. But I think in the O-zone tonight we did a 
great job hounding their D and making it hard on them and 
forcing turnovers. It paid off in the third and the floodgates 
opened up there. We just had to stick to the game plan. It 
was good to see nobody ventured off onto their own page 
and tried to do it themselves to be the hero. It was a team 
effort, and that’s what makes our group so special. 

On getting the first goal on the board: We just had to get 
something going. I think we answered after a goal against. It 
was nice to go out there and contribute offensively. We know 
our role as the fourth line. We just go out there and try to 
make something happen. Try not to get scored on. Whether 
it was a big hit, just going out to the faceoff [Derek Stepan] 
and [Seth Jarvis], we looked at each other and said let’s try 
to get something going. We were fortunate to get the puck in 
on the forecheck. [Stepan] made a great play out to Tony, 
and just world-class vision from him finding me backdoor. 
We just kind of stuck to our game plan and didn’t let their 
lead creep into our game. 

Brady Skjei 

On if we can expect two goals from him every game in 2022: 
Nope. I’d love that, but I don’t think we need to get our hopes 
up too much.  

On what the experience was like: It was a weird game. In the 
first period, we found ourselves down 3-0 and I thought we 
outplayed them honestly. I thought we were all over them in 
their d-zone. We just gave up a few grade-A chances that 
they capitalized on. In the intermission we told ourselves to 
keep playing the way we were and the goals would come 
and they definitely did. 

On what point in the game the team felt they could win: 
That’s what’s kind of special about this team. There was no 
questioning whether we thought we could win. Even being 
down 3-0, we were playing a pretty good hockey game. We 
knew if we got pucks behind them and worked their defense 
we would get our chances. Obviously we weren’t expecting 
to score seven, but we knew we would get our goals and 
fight back to get back into the game.
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Canes complete crazy comeback, conquer Columbus 7-4  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes started the new year on the wrong 
foot, but ultimately executed an impressive comeback to beat 
the Columbus Blue Jackets 7-4 on Saturday, Jan. 1. 

The Canes (23-7-1) stared down a 3-0 deficit in the first 
intermission, a hole that the Blue Jackets (15-14-1) 
expanded to 4-0 before Carolina finally woke up. The 
Hurricanes finally cracked the scoreboard midway through 
the second period and proceeded to rattle off seven 
unanswered goals to seal the win. 

“In the O-zone tonight, we did a great job hounding their D, 
making it hard on them and trying to force turnovers,” said 
center Steven Lorentz. “So eventually it paid off in the third 
and the floodgates opened up there.” 

A disjointed and sluggish Canes blue line necessitated the 
comeback in the first place, as the Blue Jackets feasted on 
several odd rushes to beat goaltender Antti Raanta. Even 
when goaltender Frederik Andersen took over the Canes net 
to begin the second period, things got worse for Carolina 
before they got better as Andersen could not quite keep a 
shot by Alexandre Texier out of his net. 

Although Carolina got shut out in the first period, it wasn’t for 
a lack of trying. The Canes notched 18 shots in the first 
period, but Columbus goaltender Daniil Tarasov stifled them 
at every turn in the opening 20. Even with the big deficit, 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour and his team never lost hope 
that they could flip the momentum and make a comeback. 

“We were down two, down three, down four; it still felt like if 
we got into the game, we might actually have a chance,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Which we did, obviously. The crucial 

thing, there were a couple of big plays. Freddie came in and 
made a couple saves right when the game was almost out of 
hand.” 

That goal was the last straw for the Hurricanes however, as 
Lorentz put Carolina on the scoreboard just 32 seconds later 
to spark the comeback. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo ripped 
a shot from point and Lorentz pounced on the rebound to 
beat Tarasov, who had stifled the Canes up to that point. 

“We understand our role as the fourth line: just go out there 
and try and make something happen,” Lorentz said. “Try not 
to get scored on. When there was a big hit, going out to the 
faceoff, [center Derek Stepan] and [center Seth Jarvis], we 
all looked at each other and said, ‘Hey, let's just try and get 
something going here.’” 

Seeing a crack in Columbus’ armor, Carolina started to look 
a lot more like the team that thrashed the Montreal 
Canadiens 4-0 just two days prior. Defenseman Brady Skjei 
scored the first of his two goals in the game before the 
second period was over. The floodgates opened from there 
in the third despite Columbus making a goalie switch of their 
own, bringing in Elvis Merzļikins for the final period. 

Not to be left out, right wing Nino Niederreiter and 
defenseman Ethan Bear scored the game-tying and go-
ahead goals, respectively. Lorentz then converted a chance 
for a crucial insurance goal and right wing Andrei Svechnikov 
scored on an empty net to put the result on ice. 

The NHL postponed several games in Canada for the next 
few weeks due to attendance restrictions, including the 
Hurricanes’ Jan. 3 matchup with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
The Canes’ next scheduled game comes against the Calgary 
Flames on Friday, Jan. 7 in Raleigh. Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256813537.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256980887.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-score-seven-unanswered-to-earn-wild-comeback-win-in-columbus/c-329377100 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-game-recap/c-329232584 

https://www.nhl.com/news/matt-cullen-talks-working-for-penguins-improvement-of-former-team-mentors/c-329392202 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-ohio-ethan-bear-hockey-d85aa60162d36e2f5dd8c13fe7d97084 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/1/22862648/carolina-hurricanes-score-seven-straight-overcome-four-goal-deficit-in-columbus-blue-jackets 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/1/22862643/they-said-it-rod-brindamour-steven-lorentz-brady-skjei-comeback-in-columbus-carolina-

hurricanes 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-complete-crazy-comeback-conquer-columbus-7-4/article_9ea965d8-6b4d-11ec-b602-

87139660a243.html 
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Hurricanes storm back for comeback victory over Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 01, 2022 7:38 PM 

 

The Columbus Blue Jackets scored the first four goals of the game 
Saturday against the Carolina Hurricanes and looked impressive in doing 
it. 

Zach Werenski flipped in a slick backhander. Gustav Nyquist scored on a 
shorthanded breakaway. Rookie goalie Daniil Tarasov was stopping 
everything in net and the Blue Jackets’ Nationwide Arena was rumbling. 

But just when it appeared the Canes would have a long day and a losing 
start to 2022, it all turned around. The Canes continued to attack and 
kept pushing, scoring seven unanswered goals for a 7-4 victory that left 
the Blue Jackets feeling they had been hit by a cannon blast. 

Forward Steven Lorentz scored twice. Defenseman Brady Skjei scored 
twice. Nino Niederreiter and Ethan Bear scored 16 seconds apart 
midway through the third period as the Canes surged into the lead, and 
Andrei Svechnikov capped off a strong game with an empty-net score as 
the Canes (23-7-1) piled up five third-period goals. 

As Lorentz put it, “The flood gates opened up.” 

Goaltending changes were critical. The Canes lifted starter Antti Raanta 
after the opening period as Frederik Andersen, coming off COVOD 
protocol, played his first game since Dec. 18. Andersen made a 
sprawling stop on Boone Jenner with a four seconds left in the second 
period -- smothering the puck after it hit the post -- to keep the Canes 
within 4-2. 

“Freddie came in and made a couple of saves right when the game was 
almost out of hand,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Tarasov was forced out of the game by an injury after the second period. 
In came Elvis Merzlikins, but it would be a nightmarish third for the 
Columbus goalie, who allowed four goals on 15 shots. 

It was the second time in franchise history that the Canes had rallied 
from a four-goal deficit to win. The first: the Hartford Whalers vs Montreal 
in January 1989. 

“It was kind of a whirlwind there, just watching them start going in,” 
Lorentz said. 

The Canes dominated the third period of the Metropolitan Division game. 
The Blue Jackets (15-14-1) were limited to two shots while the Canes 
had 16 in finishing with a 49-18 advantage -- eight shots by Svechnikov 
and seven by Skjei. 

“It’s like they had the puck in their pocket all night,” Columbus coach 
Brad Larsen said to the media after the game. “At 4-0 I never felt 

comfortable because of the way the game was played. That’s a really 
good hockey team that came coming and we had no answer for it. 
They’re a handful.” 

Carolina had an 18-9 lead in shots and 33-12 edge in total attempts in 
the first period but trailed 3-0 as the Blue Jackets tested the Canes with 
odd-man rushes and got Nyquist’s breakaway shorty. 

“It was a weird game,” Skjei said. “The first period we found ourselves 
down 3-0 and I thought we outplayed them, honestly, that we were all 
over them in their D zone. Just gave up a few Grade-A chances that they 
capitalized on. 

“In the intermission we told ourselves to keep playing the way we were 
and the goals would come, and they definitely did. There was no 
question we would win. We didn’t expect to score seven, but we knew 
we’d get our goals and fight back into the game.” 

Lorentz started the comeback at 9:11 of the second period by redirecting 
a Tony DeAngelo slap pass, and Skjei’s first goal made it a 4-2 game as 
Svechnikov had the setup pass. 

Skjei scored again from the left circle in the third off a Brett Pesce pass, 
and Niederreiter tied it 4-4 by racing into the slot to collect a hard carom 
off the end boards and beating Merzlikins. Bear then winged a shot from 
the point at 10:50 of the third for the lead and Lorentz padded the lead by 
following up the rebound of a Seth Jarvis shot. 

Skjei and Bear had each scored one goal this season before Saturday. 
But they delivered. 

“We just stuck to our game plan and didn’t let their lead creep into our 
heads and into our game,” Lorentz said. 
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Seven-goal barrage fuels epic Canes comeback 

 

Staff Report 

January 1, 2022 The Associated Press Article, NHL, Sports 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Brady Skjei and Steven Lorentz scored twice and 
the Carolina Hurricanes had the last seven goals to beat the Columbus 
Blue Jackets 7-4 on Saturday. 

The Hurricanes (23-7-1) scored four times in a 3:57 span of the third to 
overcome a 4-2 deficit. They had five goals in the period. 

“That was special,” Lorentz said. “Sometimes you get a game like that 
where a team is a little bit down and out or not getting the breaks then all 
of a sudden you get one and stick to the game plan and good things 
happen and that’s what happened. 
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“After two periods we kind of regrouped a bit. We said, ‘We’re right there. 
Once we get the next one by him the flood gates might open’ and sure 
enough they did.” 

Ethan Bear scored at 10:50 of the third make it 5-4 and Lorentz made it 
6-4 at 11:59 as part of the spurt. Andrei Svechnikov scored into an empty 
net at 17:30 for the final score. 

Nino Niederreiter also scored, and Seth Jarvis and Vincent Trocheck had 
two assists for the Hurricanes. 

Gustav Nyquist in his 600th NHL game scored shorthanded and had an 
assist for the Blue Jackets (15-14-1). Alexandre Texier had a goal and an 
assist and defensemen Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist also scored for 
Columbus. 

“When it was 4-0, I never felt comfortable with how that game was 
played,” Columbus coach Brad Larsen said. “They kept coming and we 
didn’t have an answer to it.” 

Daniil Tarasov made 31 saves in two periods for the Blue Jackets before 
exiting with a lower-body injury. Elvis Merzlikins made 11 saves in the 
third period. 

The Hurricanes scored seven consecutive goals to erase a four-goal 
deficit for the second time in franchise history. The Hartford Whalers 
defeated the Montreal Canadiens 7-4 on Jan. 19, 1989. 

“That’s what’s special about this team. There’s no question we didn’t 
think we would win,” Skjei said. 

Columbus led 3-0 after the first period with Werenski and Boqvist scoring 
before the Nyquist goal. 

Werenski made it 1-0 6:54 with a backhander on the rush after a slick 
around Brett Pesce in the left circle for his sixth goal. 

Boqvist got his seventh at 12:30 with a shot from between the circles with 
Nyquist setting him up. 

Nyquist put the Blue Jackets up 3-0 at 18:04. 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta was lifted after making six saves in the first 
period. Frederik Andersen made eight saves over the final two periods. 

Texier made it 4-0 at 8:39 of the second period before Lorentz redirected 
a shot by Tony DeAngelo at 9:11 to make it 4-1. 

“They just keep on their game and play the way they want to play and 
that’s what they did tonight,” Werenski said. “They just kept coming and 
coming.” 
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GAME NIGHT: Flames at Blackhawks 

 

Kristen Anderson 

Publishing date:Jan 01, 2022 

 

GO JOHNNY GO 

Head coach Darryl Sutter was quick to single out Johnny Gaudreau’s 
efforts against the Seattle Kraken after he scored twice and nabbed an 
assist in their 6-4 win Thursday. After 19 days off, it said a lot about 
where the shifty winger is at by the way he set an example for his 
teammates. Sutter said Gaudreau looked at the pace he was at three 
weeks ago, delivering the same dangerous scoring ability shift after shift. 
Can he set the tone for this four-game road trip? 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. The Blackhawks opened up 2022 with a 6-1 loss to the host Nashville 
Predators on Saturday — not exactly a flying start to the New Year. 
Philipp Kurashev scored the Chicago club’s lone goal … Saturday was 
Jujhar Khaira’s first game since being taken off the ice on a stretcher 
Dec. 7. 

2. Canadian hockey star Brigette Lacquette has become the first 
Indigenous woman to scout for an NHL team, when she was hired by the 
Blackhawks. The 29-year-old Ojibwa from Mallard, Man., and the 2018 
Olympian was hired prior to the 2021-22 campaign. She joined a growing 
group of female NHL scouts including Cammi Granato (Seattle Kraken), 
Blake Bolden (L.A. Kings) and Meghan Hunter (Blackhawks). 

3. Netminder Kevin Lankinen joined Marc-Andre Fleury in COVID-19 
protocol, leaving the Blackhawks with Collin Delia and Arvid Soderblom 
for Saturday’s game in Nashville. Blackhawks head coach Derek King 
said Fleury isn’t ready and had another test left: “I doubt he’s available 
for us right away.” 
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Flames head out on four-game road trip prepared for the long haul 

 

Kristen Anderson 

Publishing date:Jan 01, 2022 

 

The Calgary Flames boarded a plane on Saturday and arrived safely in 
Chicago, which was a step further than they got last time they attempted 
to head to the Windy City. 

But there was an underlying sense of uncertainty as they departed from 
home soil. 

This is technically scheduled to be a four-game sojourn through the U.S. 
— Sunday against the Blackhawks (6 p.m., Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 
960 The Fan), Tuesday against the Florida Panthers, Thursday against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Friday versus the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Yet with Friday’s National Hockey League postponements of two of the 
Flames’ January home games due to attendance restrictions in the 
province of Alberta, leaving them with just four games at Scotiabank 
Saddledome this month, it’s reasonable to infer that the team could, 
potentially, knock off a few of their other make-up games and other road 
clashes while they’re south of the border. 

“Yeah, we’re prepared for it,” acknowledged Erik Gudbranson, speaking 
on the team’s media conference over Zoom following Friday’s New 
Year’s Eve skate at the Dome. “We’re going to pack a little heavier for 
the trip that was originally scheduled. But mentality-wise, we’re just 
worried about 6 o’clock against the Chicago Blackhawks. That’s what 
we’ve been doing all year and focusing on the next game, next shift. 

“That’s all we can really worry about.” 

Truth be told, it’s the right attitude. 

NHL-types are creatures of habit and could drive themselves crazy trying 
to play the what-if game in their minds. 

However it’s hard not to read the writing on the wall, given the news of 
the day in Calgary. This thing isn’t going away any time soon, no matter 
how mild the symptoms are reported to be (which, luckily, didn’t impact 
the Flames’ players, families and support staff drastically). Until the 
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attendance restrictions are lifted by the governments of Alberta and 
Canada, it makes sense to play games in front of fans where they can. 

And that happens to be in the United States. 

In total, they have had 10 games postponed — eight home dates and two 
road games — since the start of the COVID-19 Omicron outbreak. 

Their back-to-back in Chicago and Nashville on Dec. 13 and 14 
happened right at the beginning of the Flames’ bout with the virus. 

Their other away games in January are a one-off at Edmonton on Jan. 22 
(which seems unlikely given the aforementioned issues in Alberta) and 
another back-to-back set in Columbus and St. Louis on Jan. 26 and 27. 

That leaves just a pair of U.S. road clashes in February — another back-
to-back in Dallas and Arizona on Feb. 1 and Feb. 2, which had originally 
been scheduled to be the Flames’ last two games before the three-week 
Olympic break. 

It’s a nightmare scenario for the NHL schedule-makers, along with all 32 
teams’ ice-time bookers, arena staff and fans paying their hard-earned 
money to enjoy some entertainment and maybe a wobbly pop or two (or 
three). 

Unfortunately, this is the world we live in. 

Flames head coach Darryl Sutter indicated that they’re anticipating a 
heavy schedule in February, regardless, as the league uses the now-
cancelled Olympic break to cram in all teams’ 82 games of the 2021-22 
NHL season. 

Sutter also added he hopes Flames’ fans are able to be in the 
Saddledome soon. 

“That, to me, is more important,” the coach was saying Friday. “It 
frustrates me that everybody’s coming to games with, at least, double 
vaccinations and now they’re not allowed to come to games. That doesn’t 
really make sense to me. Hopefully over the next couple weeks, there will 
be some change in that and we’ll be able to play those home games in 
front of the people we love.” 

Until then, however, they only know what they know. 

And, as of New Year’s Day, that was they were in Chicago to start a four-
game trip, which is going to be difficult enough. 

“We’re playing a lot of good teams,” Flames forward Elias Lindholm 
added. “Our road trip started (Thursday), even though we came home. It 
was a good way to start it — it’s always nice to get the two points right 
away. Obviously going to Chicago is going to be tough, and then we play 
good teams all the way. So it’ll be a tough road trip. 

“But it’s nice to start it off in the right way.” 

The right way Lindholm was referring to, of course, was the Flames’ 6-4 
win over Mark Giordano and the host Seattle Kraken, which featured a 
wild-and-crazy finish and some imperfect moments. 

It was somewhat expected given the team’s 19-day break due to their 
own outbreak, which kickstarted the postponement of NHL games, 
starting with their game Dec. 13 in Chicago. 

Heck, even having a morning skate and pre-game lunch was a novelty. 

“But once we got to the rink, it was business as usual,” Gudbranson said. 
“There was definitely that excitement of being back. 

“It was a long-time off, and we were really champing at the bit to get a 
game under our belts.” 

Twenty-one Flames players have tested positive for COVID-19 since 
Dec. 11, which, perhaps, may work in their favour considering they were 
one of the first teams to go through a significant experience with the 
virus. 

And regardless if this trip is, indeed, only four games or longer, the four 
they currently have on the docket are important ones. 

“They’re very good teams — teams that are dominating the east,” 
Gudbranson added. “This is an exciting challenge for us. It’s going to put 
our team to the test. At this time of the year, especially with what we just 
went through, what better time than to go into a really tough road trip and 
get going in that sense. 

“It’s an exciting trip for us.” 
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Hitmen game postponed due to COVID issues with Hurricanes 

 

Staff Report 

POSTMEDIA NEWS SERVICES 

Publishing date:Jan 01, 2022 

 

The new year rang in with news from the Western Hockey League that 
the Lethbridge Hurricanes are on a COVID pause. 

That means Saturday’s Calgary Hitmen matinees against the rival 
Hurricanes has been postponed. The Central Division rivals were slated 
to meet at 2 p.m. at Scotiabank Saddledome. 

A make-up date for this game has not yet been established. 

But the Hitmen (12-12-2-3) are on track to play their first tilt of the new 
year Sunday afternoon against the Medicine Hat Tigers (6-19-3-1) at the 
Saddledome (1 p.m.). 

On Thursday, the Hitmen went looking for a win in a rematch with the 
Tigers but fell 3-2 to the host team in The Hat. 

Meanwhile, the team activities of the Hurricanes (12-13-2) have been 
paused, adhering to the WHL COVID-19 protocol. 
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Despite ugly start, Panthers wear down massively shorthanded 
Canadiens for lopsided win 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

UPDATED JANUARY 01, 2022 4:42 PM 

 

The standings, the oddsmakers and, seemingly, the Florida Panthers all 
figured the Montreal Canadiens had virtually no chance to win New 
Year’s Day in Sunrise. 

The last-place Canadiens are arguably the worst team in the league and 
the Panthers, for most of the season, have been the best. With 16 
players in COVID-19 protocols, Montreal was as big a betting underdog 
as the NHL has seen all year. Florida was just two days removed from a 
nine-goal explosion against the defending champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning and scored in the first 32 seconds Friday, but found itself 
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behind with 25 minutes to go, and needed to scrape and claw just to get 
to a 5-2 win against the massively shorthanded Canadiens. 

“It’s a tough game,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said. “You put up 
nine the other night and you score right away. ... You hate to say you 
don’t like that, but a lot of times it’s the kiss of death. You get one early 
and you think it’s going to be easy, and nothing’s really going. And we 
kind of got a little sloppy and not on our game. 

“It took us a while to get it.” 

Star center Aleksander Barkov scored a power-play goal with 4:48 left in 
the second period to knot the score at 2-2 and winger Frank Vatrano 
finally let the 13,584 inside FLA Live Arena breathe a collective sigh of 
relief when he put the Panthers ahead for good with 2:30 left in the 
period. 

The win, as lifeless and often uninspiring as it was, moves Florida (21-7-
4) back within one point of the Lightning for first place in the Atlantic 
Division and the Panthers have still played one fewer game than their in-
state rival. After losing 4 of 5 and three in a row before rising COVID 
cases forced the season to pause last week, Florida has come back to 
win three straight since it restarted play Wednesday. 

“We’ve gotten comfortable playing without the lead and having that belief 
in our team that we’re going to come back in any game, regardless of the 
situation,” forward Sam Bennett said. 

Florida’s first game of 2022, Brunete figured, was always going to be 
odd. It was an afternoon start on a holiday and the Panthers, as much as 
they insisted they wouldn’t take their opponent lightly, knew what a dire 
situation Montreal (7-23-4) was in. 

Less than six months removed from playing in the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Finals, the Canadiens own the worst record in the Eastern Conference, 
have fired their general manager and were down to just 16 skaters 
Saturday, and only eight players had any NHL experience. 

Florida scored quickly and then not again for a long while. Bennett, who 
missed the Lightning game Thursday due to an illness, put the Panthers 
ahead 1-0 with 19:28 left in the first period, but they couldn’t build on it 
until the game was more than halfway done. Montreal tied the game 1-1 
with 2:12 left in the first and Florida only had a 15-14 edge in shots on 
goal at the end of the opening period. With 10:01 left in the second, 
Canadiens forward Nick Suzuki put Montreal ahead 2-1 with a 4-on-4 
goal. 

At the time, the Panthers still had meager 21-16 edge in shots on goal 
and an even smaller edge in total shot attempts. It was exactly the sort of 
performance Brunette worried about. 

Their sheer numbers advantage eventually was enough for Florida dig 
out. The Panthers finished with a 48-31 lead in shots on goal — 
outshooting the Canadiens, 33-17, across the final two periods — plus a 
49-23 edge in scoring chances and a 28-12 edge in high-danger 
chances. 

“We did a good job ... of sticking with our game,” forward Sam Reinhart 
said. “It wasn’t pretty at the start, but we were able to simplify throughout 
that second period and start to take control of it.” 

Bennett scored again just 12 seconds into the third period and left wing 
Mason Marchment, who missed more than seven weeks with an upper-
body injury before returning to the lineup Wednesday, scored with 6:54 
left to push the lead to 5-2 and make the score more lopsided than the 
game. 

It was another win and another comeback, and Florida, even after a 
game it knows shouldn’t have been so close, takes solace knowing it can 
seemingly always figure out a way to win. 

“As a coach, you worry a little bit about some of the beginnings or some 
sloppiness and every game’s not going to be a Picasso and it’s not going 
to be great, but I think with this group they find the moments, which good 
teams do, and they’re able to elevate their games at the right times,” 

Brunette said. “I wish it wasn’t as often, but it is fun to see, and they’re 
growing and learning every time they do it.” 
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Panthers dominate second half of game to rally by Canadiens, move to 
3-0-0 after 13-day hiatus 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

JAN 01, 2022 AT 5:31 PM 

 

Sam Bennett scored twice and Sergei Bobrovsky made 29 saves to lead 
the Florida Panthers past the Montreal Canadiens 5-2 on Saturday for 
their third straight win. 

Aleksander Barkov, Frank Vatrano and Mason Marchment also scored 
and Jonathan Huberdeau had three assists for the Panthers, who 
improved to 17-3 at home and 14-0 overall when leading after two 
periods. 

Jonathan Drouin and Nick Suzuki scored for Montreal, which continued 
to be decimated by coronavirus issues, with 16 players in COVID-19 
protocol. Sam Montembeault stopped 43 of 48 shots. 

“The players showed courage,” Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme 
said. “We said before that we would fight, and we did fight.” 

Vatrano skated toward the net and redirected a feed from Sam Reinhart 
for his eighth goal to give the Panthers a 3-2 edge at 17:30 of the second 
period. 

Florida opened a 4-2 advantage 15 seconds into the third period when 
Bennett deflected MacKenzie Weegar’s shot past Montembeault for his 
11th goal. 

Marchment finished a 2-on-1 with his second goal at 13:04 of the third. 

“Give Montreal a lot of credit, they really worked,” Panthers interim coach 
Andrew Brunette said. “They pushed us for a period-and-a-half there 
where it took us a little while to get our game back.” 

Barkov’s power-play goal at 15:02 of the second period tied it at 2. It was 
Barkov’s 12th goal. 

Montreal went ahead 2-1 at 9:29 of the second, when Suzuki scored his 
seventh goal by putting in the rebound of Jesse Ylonen’s shot. 

“Our energy was good. A lot of guys starting their NHL careers,” Suzuki 
said. “We knew our lineup and everyone seemed pretty upbeat. But it’s a 
lot of minutes out there for guys and everybody trying to make the most 
of their opportunities.” 

Bennett scored 32 seconds into the game to give Florida a 1-0 lead. It 
was Bennett’s 10th goal. 

“It’s never fun to sit out and watch the team, but it felt great to get back in 
the lineup and contribute early and help the team get a win,” said 
Bennett, who missed Thursday night’s win over Tampa Bay due to a 
stomach bug. 

Drouin tied it at 3:48 with his sixth goal. 

Montreal forward Jake Evans and defenseman Alexander Romanov were 
placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol before the game. The Canadiens 
dressed only 11 forwards and five defensemen due to having 16 players 
in the protocol. There’s plenty of time for them to recover before the 
Canadiens’ next game. 
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Montreal was scheduled to start a five-game homestand on Tuesday; the 
Canadiens had games against Washington, Toronto, Buffalo and 
Columbus postponed because of attendance restrictions put in place by 
government officials. They won’t play now until Jan. 12 at Boston in a 
game that was originally scheduled to be held in Montreal. 

Between coronavirus-related shutdowns, the NHL’s holiday break and 
the upcoming postponements, Montreal is in the middle of a stretch 
where it will play only three games in a 26-day span. 

Florida, meanwhile, has scored at least four goals in 16 of its 20 home 
games. 

LOOKING BACK 

Florida won 59 games in 2021, by far the most ever by the Panthers in a 
calendar year. Montreal — even with a run to the Stanley Cup Final in 
there — lost a staggering 67 games in 2021. This Canadiens team is on 
pace to finish with the second-worst record in the franchise’s storied 
history. 

NOTES 

It was the first New Year’s Day game for Montreal since it beat Boston 5-
1 before 67,246 fans at Gillette Stadium, home of the New England 
Patriots, in 2016. Florida had not played on Jan. 1 since a 2-1 win at 
Buffalo in 2006. ... It was the first of four meetings between the teams 
this season. They don’t meet again until March 24 at Montreal. … 
Jonathan Huberdeau’s sister, Josiane, sang the national anthems. She 
received a hug from her brother after she finished. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Host Calgary on Tuesday. 
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Bonne Année! Florida Panthers 5, Montreal Canadiens 2 

 

By Colby Guy  

Published 12 hours ago on January 1, 2022 

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers start off 2022 undefeated, beating a 
shorthanded Montreal Canadiens team 5-2 on New Year’s Day. 

Already having eight players on the Covid protocol list, the Habs also 
found out on Saturday morning that Brendan Gallagher was out of the 
lineup with a lower-body injury. 

So, Montreal had to take the ice with just 16 skaters, 11 forwards and five 
defensemen as the Panthers did against the Los Angeles Kings on Dec. 
16. 

Hey, a win is a win. 

The Canadiens had a familiar face making his return to Sunrise in net as 
Samuel Montembeault got the start. 

He went 9-8-3 with a .892/3.20 in 25 starts over two seasons with the 
Cats. 

Start off 2022 with a bang! 

Purchase an annual subscription of FHN+ and enjoy the best Florida 
Panthers coverage out there all year long 

Florida wasted no time getting started, as Sam Bennett connected on an 
Anthony Duclair one-time pass to put the Panthers up 1-0 just 32 
seconds into the game. 

That lead wouldn’t last long. 

Just over three minutes later, Jonathan Drouin sent a laser from the left 
face-off circle past Sergei Bobrovsky to tie the game just 3:42 into the 
opening frame. 

Brandon Montour took a slashing penalty with 9:47 to go, sending the 
Panthers went on the penalty kill for the first time in the calendar year of 
2022. 

Their best penalty killer on that kill? Bobrovsky. 

Stopping all five shots Montreal had on that power play, he stepped up to 
the plate and kept the game tied. 

Bennett had a shot at scoring his second goal of the game just as the 
penalty kill expired, but Montembeault was able to come up with the save 
to keep the game tied. 

Montembault matched Bobrovsky save-for-save to end the first period as 
Florida headed into the intermission with a 15-14 lead in shots. 

The Panthers got their first crack on the power play with 14:19 to go in 
the second, as Huberdeau got hooked when trying to finish on a Duclair 
pass near the front of the net. 

Florida’s power play went 4-35 (11.4 percent) and ranked 29th in the 
league during the last month of 2021. 

It started the new year on a similar note, not finding the back of the net, 
although getting more scoring chances than they had during that stretch 
in December. 

Florida got another crack at the power play with 11:36 to go in the 
second period, but it lasted just 15 seconds. 

Aaron Ekblad took an interference penalty and the teams skated 4-on-4 
for the next 1:45. 

Just 40 seconds after Ekblad’s interference penalty, Nick Suzuki scored 
on a rebound to give the Canadiens their first lead of the afternoon. 

The Cats got a third shot at the power play with 6:04 left in the middle 
frame. 

Third time’s the charm, right? 

It was, as Sasha Barkov scored on a one-time pass from Sam Reinhart 
to tie the game up at two with 4:58 left in the period. 

Huberdeau, with his second assist of the night, notched his team-leading 
40th point of the season. 

Frank Vatrano, who broke an 11-game goalless streak on Thursday, 
scored just under two-and-a-half minutes later, giving the Panthers the 
lead back. 

Florida got their fourth power play of the second period with exactly two 
minutes left in it, but they couldn’t strike, as the period ended without a 
power play goal. 

They went 1-4 with eight shots on the power play during the middle 
frame, outshooting Montreal 21-6 in the process. 

Fifteen seconds into the third period, Bennett got his second opening-
minute goal of the game, tipping a MacKenzie Weegar shot past 
Montembeault to extend Florida’s lead to 4-2. 

The Panthers got their fifth shot at the power play 53 seconds into the 
frame but failed to covert while getting just one shot on goal. 

They finished 1-5 (20%) on the night with the man advantage. 

Florida’s penalty kill got tested for the third time when Radko Gudas took 
a high-sticking penalty with 15:43 remaining. 

The penalty killers held strong, not allowing a single shot on net during 
Montreal’s power play and killing all three penalties they took. 
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With 6:56 remaining, Mason Marchment scored his first goal since 
returning to the lineup to make it a 5-2 Florida lead. 

The last goal he scored was on Oct. 27, the last game Joel Quenneville 
coached for the team. 

Bobrovsky backstopped the Panthers to victory, stopping 28 of the 30 
shots he faced. 

COLBY’S THREE STARS OF THE GAME 

1. Sam Bennett, Florida 

2. Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida 

3. Sam Reinhart, Florida 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 13-16-5, 3 ties 
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GameDay 2022: Lines, Betting Odds for Canadiens at Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

Published 18 hours ago on January 1, 2022 

 

SUNRISE — Happy New Year to everyone! How about we ring in 2022 
with a little hockey? On Saturday afternoon, the Florida Panthers kickoff 
the New Year by playing host to the Montreal Canadiens at FLA Live 
Arena. 

The Panthers, obviously, ended 2021 in style. 

Florida has won its past two games, beating the Rangers and Lightning 
by a combined 13-6. 

The Panthers put up nine against the Lightning on Thursday night, the 
second-most goals they have ever scored in a single game and most 
since beating the Bruins 10-5 back in 1997 — the final season the team 
played at Miami Arena. 

Florida is 16-3 at home this season. 

“We always like to have the crowd behind us,’’ Sasha Barkov said. “It has 
been unreal for us all season. We love to play here. 

“Whenever we win, it is so much fun to play here. We just want to keep 
winning and we play against this team a lot in the past and this season 
too. Always the same mindset that we gotta beat these guys and it is 
always fun when you do.” 

Daily coverage of the Florida Panthers — Subscribe to Florida Hockey 
Now today! 

Florida obviously took advantage of the Lightning being without All-World 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy and hope to do the same this afternoon against 
old pal Sam Montembeault. 

Montembeault, lost on waivers to the Canadiens during the preseason, 
has started their past two games. 

The Canadiens put up a fight in Tampa against the Lightning in a 5-4 loss 
on Tuesday but were downed 4-0 at Carolina on Thursday. 

Florida would like to keep this successful homestand going. 

The Panthers play host to a decimated Canadiens team today and 
Calgary on Tuesday night before hitting the road again. 

On Thursday, the Panthers were without Sam Bennett whom Andrew 
Brunette said wasn’t feeling good and was told to stay home. 

Frank Vatrano got back into the lineup after being scratched Wednesday 
and scored a goal with an assist in the blowout of the Lightning. 

As has been the case with many teams around the league, Montreal has 
been hit hard by Covid cases and has been forced to fill its roster with a 
lot of AHL players. 

It has been a rough year for the Canadiens even before their recent 
lineup problems as they sit in last place in the Eastern Conference after 
making a surprising run to the Stanley Cup Finals just a few months ago. 

The Panthers are heavy, heavy betting favorites in this one. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

MONTREAL CANADIENS AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Saturday, 1 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

NHL Betting Odds from FanDuel: Florida favored (PL -2.5 +100) — (ML -
690) — U/O 6.5 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Tied 48-48, 6 ties 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINEUP 

23 Carter Verhaeghe // 16 Sasha Barkov // 98 Maxim Mamin 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau // 9 Sam Bennett // 10 Anthony Duclair 

77 Frank Vatrano // 13 Sam Reinhart // 17 Mason Marchment 

74 Owen Tippett  // 15 Anton Lundell // 70 Patric Hornqvist 

52 MacKenzie Weegar // 5 Aaron Ekblad 

42 Gus Forsling // 7 Radko Gudas 

32 Lucas Carlsson // 62 Brandon Montour 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

35 Jonas Johansson 

Scratched: Ryan Lomberg, Joe Thornton, Eetu Luostarinen 

Injured: Noel Acciari (LTIR), Markus Nutivaara (LTIR) 

Taxi Squad: Spencer Knight, Matt Kiersted, Chase Priskie 

Covid Protocol: Olli Juolevi 

PROJECTED MONTREAL CANADIENS LINEUP 
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42 Lukas Vejdemo // 14 Nick Suzuki // 11 Brendan Gallagher 

49 Rafael Harvey-Pinard // 25 Ryan Poehling // 22 Cole Caufield 

60 Alex Belzile // 71 Jake Evans // 56 Jesse Ylonen 

13 Cedric Paquette // 55 Michael Pezzetta // 81 Brandon Baddock 

27 Alexander Romanov // 58 David Savard 

77 Brett Kulak // 43 Cale Clague 

64 Corey Schueneman // 15 Sami Niku 

35 Sam Montembeault 

70 Michael McNiven 
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Kings crush the Flyers, 6-3, ending their seven-game point streak 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Before Saturday night’s game against the Los Angeles Kings, interim 
head coach Mike Yeo stressed the importance of the Flyers embracing a 
“shot-first mentality,” urging the team to take the option to shoot in an 
effort to increase chances of scoring. 

Fortunately for Yeo, the Flyers took well to that message, outshooting the 
Kings, 36-34. 

Unfortunately for the Flyers, Kings goalie Jonathan Quick stood in front of 
the net for 60 minutes on the opposite end of the ice, standing tall to help 
his team to a 6-3 win. 

Quick is no stranger to frustrating the Flyers — he had a 1.70 goals-
against average and .944 save percentage in 15 games (10-3-1) against 
the Flyers prior to Saturday night. However, the Flyers couldn’t capitalize 
on most of their opportunities, scoring on just one of five man-
advantages and failing to convert on winger Cam Atkinson’s penalty shot. 
Quick turned aside 33 of the Flyers’ 36 shots. 

“Their goalie played well, but it’s all got to be connected,” Yeo said. “It’s 
all got to be complete, and obviously we generated some opportunities, 
but I thought that we gave them way too much tonight. Playing on the 
road, you can’t be trying to score six goals to win a hockey game.” 

The Flyers went into the third period down, 4-1, but a five-on-three (plus 
one extra attacker, thanks to Yeo’s decision to pull goalie Martin Jones) 
goal from Kevin Hayes and an Ivan Provorov blast from the point helped 
cut the Flyers’ deficit to two. However, the Kings solidified their lead with 
an empty-netter, killing the Flyers’ point streak at seven games and 
handing them their first regulation loss of the West Coast road trip (1-1-
1). 

Kings score 12 seconds after puck drop 

Following morning skate, Yeo commended the Flyers’ defensive zone 
coverage in their overtime loss to the San Jose Sharks on Thursday. 
However, the Flyers allowed the Kings to get on the board 12 seconds 
into the game because of a defensive coverage issue.  

Off the rush after Danault won the opening face-off, winger Viktor 
Arvidsson floated a shot wide of the Flyers’ net. Danault recovered the 
puck along the left-side boards, ringing the puck around to find an 
uncovered Arvidsson behind the net. Arvidsson skated out from behind 
the net unabated, putting a wraparound past Jones. 

“I think that’s the least dangerous play that could have happened, but the 
puck went in,” Provorov said. “I mean, you’re not going to put two D 
going chasing behind the net, so I thought that was the least dangerous 
play. But it found a way in.” 

Fifteen minutes later, with the game tied, 1-1, the Flyers gave up a goal 
off a rebound attempt from Trevor Moore with defensemen Provorov and 
Justin Braun in the vicinity. Provorov had the puck on his stick behind the 
net moments before, when an attempt to move the puck up for Hayes 
was intercepted by Arvidsson. For the first time since their Nov. 20 loss 
to the Carolina Hurricanes, the Kings notched a two-goal first period. 

Penalties pain Flyers 

With less than 1 1/2 minutes left in the first period, Kings winger Brendan 
Lemieux drew a penalty when Travis Konecny cross-checked him after 
the puck deflected over the glass and out of play. The needless penalty 
born out of instigation became an even bigger issue for the Flyers when 
roughly a minute into the Kings’ power play, defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolainen was called for a boarding penalty after taking Arvidsson down 
behind the net. 

The penalties created a two-man advantage for the Kings, which bled 
over to the start of the second period. With roughly 10 seconds left in the 
five-on-three, center Patrick Brown broke his stick on an Adrian Kempe 
one-timer, effectively creating a five-on-two scenario. Defenseman Drew 
Doughty recovered the puck, passed it to center Anze Kopitar, who got 
the puck back to Kempe for a one-timer past Jones to put the Kings up, 
3-1. Konecny was later given a 10-minute misconduct for giving the 
referees an earful in the third period. 

“Give up a goal our first shift and a similar goal in the first period,” Yeo 
said. “You’ve got to go in, try to have some momentum going into the 
[second] period, and to put ourselves down five-on-three, that’s pretty 
tough.” 

Before missing time with an injured shoulder sustained on Dec. 1 against 
the New York Rangers, winger Joel Farabee was just starting to heat up 
offensively — he scored three goals in the three games, then sat out 2 
1/2 weeks on injured reserve. Since his return on Dec. 18, Farabee 
picked up where he left off and has scored three goals in his last four 
games, including one in Saturday night’s game against the Kings. 

With the Kings up, 1-0, in the first period, Farabee fed captain Claude 
Giroux cross-seam from behind the net, who fired a one-timer on Quick. 
Giroux’s shot deflected off Atkinson and Quick, but Farabee was in the 
right position to tuck the puck into the net behind Doughty with Quick out 
of position, and tie the game. Farabee had another scoring opportunity in 
the second period when forward Morgan Frost put a cross-ice pass on 
his tape above the right face-off circle. Farabee stickhandled around 
Doughty, but lost the puck as he was driving to the net. 

What’s next 

The Flyers round out their four-game West Coast road trip on Tuesday 
when they face off against the Anaheim Ducks at 10 p.m. ET (NBC 
Sports Philadelphia). 

Published Jan. 2, 2022 
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Flyers working on ‘shot-first mentality’ to even out lopsided shot clocks 
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by Giana Han 
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In the first two games of their West Coast trip, the Flyers scored five 
goals and gave up five goals to extend their point streak to seven games 
with a win and an overtime loss. But when it comes to shots on goal, the 
numbers are heavily in the oppositions’ favor. 

Against the Seattle Kraken and the San Jose Sharks, the Flyers have 
taken 47 shots while giving up 82. 

The deficit stems from problems on both ends of the ice. By failing to get 
out of their own zone, the Flyers have given opponents lots of 
opportunities and, at the same time, cut down on their own. While 
defenseman Keith Yandle said many of the Sharks’ opportunities weren’t 
“high-end,” it still put their goalie — Felix Sandstrom, making his NHL 
debut -- in a position where he had to make 43 saves. 

“We’ve got to find a way to relieve that pressure and get out of our zone 
quicker,” interim head coach Mike Yeo said. 

But even when the Flyers do move the puck into the offensive zone, they 
haven’t been taking all the opportunities presented to them. They’re not 
showing a “shot-first mentality. 

“We seem to look for something else first and then quite often we run out 
of the option to shoot the puck,” Yeo said. 

Forward Claude Giroux said there are a number of concrete things they 
can focus on to generate more shots. They need to put themselves in 
better shooting positions, create more motion offensively, and provide 
better support for each other. Once someone takes the initial shot, they 
also need to be in a good position around the net to capitalize on any 
rebounds. 

» READ MORE: With center Sean Couturier on injured reserve, Flyers 
looking for others to step up on both ends of the ice 

If the Flyers make adjustments on their own end to their positioning and 
mentality, Yeo said it could “change the look of the shot clock drastically,” 
even against a Los Angeles Kings team that has been playing off the 
shot. 

While the last two games looked messier than the Flyers would have 
wanted, Yeo said he doesn’t think they have to change anything 
fundamentally. He liked that there was “no cheat” in their game. They 
defended hard, and they showed improvement with how they moved the 
puck into the offensive zone. Now, the Flyers just need to clean it up and 
add more aggression. 

“What good teams do is they don’t change their game,” Yeo said. “They 
just get stronger or harder.” 

Martin Jones, as advertised 

Carter Hart may still be absent after testing positive for COVID-19, but 
the Flyers’ confidence in their goaltender did not waver when Martin 
Jones stepped into the No. 1 goalie spot. 

“He’s given us a chance to win every game,” Giroux said. 

Yeo has also liked what he’s seen out of Jones, whom he called a “real 
pro.” However, Jones’s performance this season doesn’t surprise him. 

“I think he came in as advertised,” Yeo said. “Obviously, veteran 
presence. A guy who’s very calm, has a very calm demeanor in the net. 
Uses his size well.” 

Jones, who did not get to play against his former team, the San Jose 
Sharks, will step between the pipes against another former team, the Los 
Angeles Kings, Saturday night. He goes into the game with a 6-4-1 
record and a .911 save percentage. 

Breakaways 

The Flyers face the Kings on the road in a game that starts at 10:30 p.m. 
ET. ... The Flyers plan to run the same lines and pairings as they did 
against the Sharks with the exception of one defensive pairing. Kevin 
Connauton will switch in for Nick Seeler on the third pairing with Yandle. 
... Centers Sean Couturier, Scott Laughton, and Derick Brassard have all 
come off the COVID-19 protocol list. Yeo said they will join the team 
Sunday, two days ahead of the Flyers’ game against the Anaheim Ducks. 
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Flyers' season-best point streak snapped, creates huge game ahead 

 

2H AGO 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

o open the year of 2022, the Flyers were opened up by the Kings for a 6-
3 loss Saturday night at Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles.T 

The New Year's Day defeat ended the Flyers' season-best point streak at 
seven games as the club suffered its first regulation loss since Dec. 8. 

Prior to Saturday night's outcome, the Flyers (13-13-6) hadn't allowed 
more than three goals in a game since Dec. 6, when Mike Yeo coached 
his first game in interim duties. The Flyers are now 5-3-2 under Yeo. 

The Flyers started January with the Kings (16-12-5) and they're 
scheduled to finish the month against the Kings. Los Angeles will visit the 
Wells Fargo Center on Jan. 29. 

• In the back-to-back set against the Kraken and Sharks, the Flyers were 
outshot heavily at 82-47. 

On Saturday, they outshot the Kings 37-34 but had to play catch-up 
hockey all night. 

Tuesday's game against the Ducks is a big one for the Flyers, who are 1-
1-1 on their four-game West Coast road trip and have reinforcements on 
the way (more on that below). 

"Anaheim's a really good team," Joel Farabee said. "We've got some 
guys meeting us there, so hopefully they'll bring some energy. If we get 
the two points there, I think we'll be feeling pretty good coming off this 
trip." 

• Viktor Arvidsson (two goals, two assists) put the Flyers in a 1-0 hole 
only 12 seconds into the game. 

After the Flyers drew even in the first period, the Kings regained the lead 
just 1:27 minutes later. 

The Flyers hurt themselves with two ill-advised penalties in the final 1:15 
minutes of the opening stanza. Travis Konecny was whistled for 
crosschecking and then Rasmus Ristolainen for boarding. 

Los Angeles capitalized with a power play goal 46 seconds into the 
second period to hand the Flyers a 3-1 deficit. 

"Very costly," Yeo said of the two penalties. "You look at the game, I just 
thought that we gave them a lot. Not that they're not playing well, they're 
playing very well. Watching them in the pre-scout, they do a lot of things 
very well. We talked about how they throw pucks at the front of the net, 
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how they take pucks to the net and how we have to be strong in front of 
our net. 

"You've got to try to have some momentum going into the period. To put 
ourselves down 5-on-3, that's pretty tough." 

At that point, the Flyers had themselves an uphill climb if they wanted to 
keep their point streak alive. Brendan Lemieux scored later in the middle 
frame, giving the Kings total control of the game. 

Konecny finished with 12 penalty minutes as he was called for a 10-
minute misconduct after barking at one of the officials during the third 
period. 

• The Flyers' power play went 1 for 5 and is 2 for 11 on the road trip. 

Yeo had an impressive timeout to give the Flyers some life early in the 
third period. With the Flyers trailing 4-1 and holding a 5-on-3 power play, 
Yeo used his timeout to talk strategy. After the Flyers won the faceoff, 
Yeo pulled goalie Martin Jones to give his club a sixth attacker. The 
move paid off as Kevin Hayes blasted home a goal. 

Yeo is also 2 for 2 in coach's challenges. Solid in-game decision-making 
by the interim head coach so far. 

However, the Flyers' threat of a comeback was extinguished eight and a 
half minutes later when Phillip Danault scored Los Angeles' fifth goal. 

• Jones, who was 3-0-0 with 91 saves on 99 shots in his past three starts, 
allowed five goals on 33 shots. 

When did Jones feel the game went sideways on the Flyers? 

"First shift I guess," Jones said. "No, I don't know. I thought we played all 
right for a lot of the game. Giving up a couple of early goals is tough to 
come back from." 

Kings netminder Jonathan Quick entered with a 2.33 goals-against 
average and .923 save percentage. The two-time Stanley Cup champion 
was strong with 34 saves, improving to 11-3-1 lifetime against the Flyers. 

• Over the last two seasons, Farabee has 30 goals in 80 games. 

The 21-year-old winger scored the Flyers' first-period goal, giving him 10 
markers on the season after he put up a team-leading 20 last season. 

Farabee, who also had an assist on Ivan Provorov's third-period goal, 
was the Flyers' best player Saturday night and led the team in ice time 
(22:38). 

Cam Atkinson factored into all three of the Flyers' goals as he finished 
with three helpers. 

• The Flyers wrap up their trip Tuesday with the matchup against the 
Ducks (10 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Carter Hart, Scott Laughton and Derick Brassard have exited the NHL's 
COVID protocol and will join the team in Anaheim, California. 

"The guys that we're missing definitely bring a lot to our lineup," Farabee 
said. "Getting Laughts, Brass and of course Hartsy back I think is going 
to be huge for our team." 

All three, along with Sean Couturier (upper body, injured reserve), 
haven't played on the trip. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks start the new year with meaningful wins, both on 
and off the ice 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 2, 2022, 2:44 AM 

 

The Vancouver Canucks are way ahead of everyone on the new year. 
Way ahead on the happy part, too. 

The National Hockey League team changed calendars on Dec. 5 when 
coach Bruce Boudreau took over the struggling Canucks, who were 8-15-
2 and nine points out of a playoff spot. 

The team couldn’t possibly be as bad as it showed in the first quarter. But 
nobody in their right mind, including anyone inside the organization, 
envisioned the Canucks could be as good as they’ve looked since. 

Saturday’s 5-2 road win against the Seattle Kraken lifted Vancouver’s 
record to 8-0-1 under Boudreau – 17 out of 18 points – and brought the 
Canucks within two points of the Western Conference’s final playoff spot, 
albeit with fewer games remaining than their rivals. 

Their performance at Climate Pledge Arena, and especially a dominant 
first period in which the Canucks built a 2-0 lead and were never much 
threatened after that, was significant because it followed Vancouver’s 
poorest game under Boudreau: Thursday’s 2-1 shootout loss when the 
team needed backup goalie Jaroslav Halak to steal a point against the 
Los Angeles Kings. 

Against the Kraken, the Canucks got goals from throughout their Covid-
weakened lineup. Rookie Vasily Podkolzin and sophomore Nils 
Hogander scored in the opening period, and Tyler Motte and Conor 
Garland scored in the third before Tanner Pearson capped the win with 
an empty-netter. 

“When you can get all four lines scoring, that’s music to a coach’s ears,” 
Boudreau told reporters during his post-game Zoom availability. “It 
makes it difficult for other teams to play against you when everybody’s 
scoring.” 

Forward Jason Dickinson on Saturday became the fourth Canuck in 
COVID-19 protocol, joining teammates Justin Dowling, Brock Boeser and 
Phil di Giuseppe. 

Having decided to fly home from L.A. and then travel to Seattle on game 
day, Boudreau dressed a lineup of 11 forwards and seven defencemen. 
But he said after the game that at one point as many as five players and 
staff were expected to go into protocol before a series of negative tests 
erased all the positives except Dickinson’s. 

“It’s a little new to me,” Boudreau said of the pre-game uncertainty. “The 
whole day was a little crazy. When you have so many changes 
potentially to make, it gets a little wild out there.” 

Gordie Howe hat trick 

Pearson doesn’t fight much, but he is an old-school kind of player and on 
Saturday manufactured an old-school kind of hat trick by having a goal, 
assist and fight against the Kraken. Those achievements came in reverse 
order. 

Pearson stepped up to fight Carson Soucy at 5:12 of the opening period 
after the six-foot-five defenceman dangerously hit the five-foot-eight 
Garland along the boards a second after the puck left the area. Pearson, 
who has had only five fights in nine NHL seasons, drew a second assist 
on Garland’s goal that made it 4-2 at 11:29 of the third period, before 
scoring his empty-netter with 2:17 remaining. 

“Starting my career off, I'd probably have put more money on myself to 
get a hat trick before a Gordie Howe,” Pearson said. “But at the end of 
the day, to be able to say you did it, it’s pretty cool.” 

The 29-year-old winger, whom critics felt enjoyed privileged status under 
previous coach Travis Green, is earning 17:22 of nightly ice time under 
Boudreau and has seven points in nine games since the coaching 
change. 
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We get it. Coaches will do everything they can to support their top 
players, trying to pump up their confidence and make them believe the 
boss has their back. But even amid this culture, what Boudreau said 
about Canucks defenceman Quinn Hughes after the morning skate was 
noteworthy. 

The 22-year-old has been playing at a Norris-calibre clip for most of this 
season, and especially since Boudreau took over, by filling out his game 
and proving he is more than just an undersized offensive defenceman. 

“First, he's extremely competitive; he wants to be the best,” Boudreau 
said when asked for his four-week assessment on Hughes. “That's a 
great trait and all stars have it. They want to be No. 1; they look around 
the league and see what other guys are doing (and) they want to be 
better than them. Second thing I noticed is how much poise he has in all 
situations. Third, he could be the best passer this side of Nic Backstrom 
that I've seen. Some of the passes that he's put on the tape, I have to 
shake my head. He is such a good passer. 

"Everything you heard about him, I think he's been better than 
advertised. I think the sky's the limit. He's still young, he's going to get 
better.” 

After being embarrassed last season to finish minus-24, Hughes vowed 
to be better defensively and so far this season has jacked up his shots-
for percentage to 54.4 while playing so well at five-on-five that Vancouver 
has outscored opponents 25-18 with Hughes on the ice. And he’s still 
pouring in points, amassing 28 in 33 games. 

A New Year's gift 

There has been so much mental stress and fear, physical loss and 
personal sacrifice during the pandemic that everyone hopes 2022 will be 
better. To start the year, Canucks trainer Brian (Red) Hamilton shared an 
incredible story about a random act of kindness that he says may have 
saved his life. 

During the team’s first visit to Seattle, for the Kraken’s inaugural home 
game on Oct. 23, a Seattle fan knocked on the glass behind the 
Canucks’ bench to get his attention, and showed the assistant equipment 
trainer a message on her phone: “The mole on the back of your neck is 
cancer.” 

Hamilton later checked with Canucks’ medical staff, who also were 
concerned, and it was determined that the mole was a Phase 2 
malignant melanoma. Hamilton had it removed. 

“She saved my life,” Hamilton told reporters on Saturday. “She didn’t take 
me out of a burning car. . . but she took me out of a slow fire. The words 
out of the doctor’s mouth were if I ‘ignored that for four or five years, I 
wouldn’t be here.’” 

He wanted to thank the fan on Saturday when the Canucks returned to 
Seattle, but had little idea who she was. So, through the Canucks’ social 
media channels, Hamilton sent out a message before the game telling 
his story and asking for help locating the woman. The message 
eventually reached the fan, a 22-year-old aspiring medical student 
named Nadia Popovici. 

Hamilton thanked her with a hug before the game, and it was announced 
inside Climate Pledge Arena during a television timeout that the Canucks 
and Kraken were jointly contributing $10,000 US towards medical school 
for Popovici. 

“I’m so in shock,” Popovici said. “They have no idea what this money 
means to me. 

“I’m just so happy that he has gotten it removed. Hopefully, he lives a 
very, very long life.” 

Happy New Year, everyone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs cruise to laugher over Senators in sadly 
empty Scotiabank Arena 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 1, 2022, 9:44 PM 

 

TORONTO – The soulless din of computer-generated ambient fan 
sound. 

The giant blue seat-covering tarps advertising food that wasn’t served 
(Pizza Pizza) and drinks forbidden to be guzzled (Gatorade). 

And the fact that more bears were spotted in the lower bowl (one, 
Carlton) than humans. 

It all adds up to the feeling that, even as we flip the calendar forward, we 
are somehow slipping backwards. 

A New Year’s Day Battle of Ontario, one preceded by weeks of inactivity 
by its participants, should’ve been a fun way to ring in 2022. A release, if 
not a celebration. 

Instead, the mood inside Scotiabank Arena Saturday felt flatter than the 
Ottawa Senators’ rebuild trajectory does these days. 

Yes, the Toronto Maple Leafs, handily the better team, cruised to a 6-0 
laugher with offensive contributions from a trio of unlikely heroes. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

But one couldn’t help but wonder if a little crowd juice could’ve sparked 
some joy or some drama or a scrum or something — anything — to give 
the first Canadian hockey match of 2022 a jolt of life. 

“As much as I was happy with our players’ engagement in the game, I 
don't think game itself had a whole lot of emotion or energy or 
competitiveness, physicality, all those kinds of things that tend to ramp 
up when the fans are in the building,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 
“The game was void of that tonight.” 

“I wish it was a full crowd,” Sens captain Brady Tkachuk lamented. “I 
know the province put in rules to keep people safe. I just wish they gave 
people the choice, the decision to come to games instead of just taking it 
away. It stings.” 

Despite the lopsided run of play, there were moments a home throng 
would’ve lapped up. 

With Morgan Rielly in the penalty box, the Maple Leafs pounced twice, 
scoring two shorthanded goals just 27 seconds apart, tying a club record 
(1986). 

The first was a beautiful 2-on-1 strike by defenceman Justin Holl, whose 
New Year’s resolution appears to cease being the coach’s whipping boy. 
Holl rejoiced his first of the season with both bloody nostrils stuffed with 
gauze — a necessary amendment following this frightening brush with 
partner Rasmus Sandin’s skate: 

“It just got me right in the tip of the nose,” said Holl, who believed he was 
high-sticked until he caught a replay. “So, I got a bleeder. But considering 
what could have happened, it was really best-case scenario. 

“We were laughing about it, Muzz [Jake Muzzin] and I, in the locker 
room. We don’t score very often, so obviously when you do get on the 
Jumbotron and my nose is double-plugged, it was kinda funny.” 

The second shorthanded goal belonged to the speedy Ilya Mikheyev. 
Participating in only his second contest of the season, the Russian burst 
up the gut and beat Ottawa’s Matt Murray clean under the armpit on a 
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breakaway. (The Cobra would later add a third-period power-play strike 
and tied a career high with a game-best seven shot son net.) 

“I don't know how many of those shorthanded breaks he had last season 
— but it was a lot. And the puck didn't fall for him,” Keefe said. “So for it 
to fall early for him, that is huge for him and huge for us." 

T.J. Brodie, who assisted on both shorties, scored on a wraparound in 
the second period and later made a goal-line save at the other end, 
punctuating his three-point night with several smart D-zone plays. 

“It's crazy the skill he has on the 2-on-1s and breaking up passes,” said 
Jack Campbell, after posting his fourth and easiest shutout of the 
season. “Everybody was super pumped for him in the locker room. He’s 
just an amazing teammate, amazing friend and just an unbelievable 
player.” 

In their first action since mid-December, the Leafs were clearly shaking 
off rust in the early going, but they still had the puck all night. 

William Nylander — fresh off an asymptomatic 10-day Call of Duty 
quarantine — delivered a third-period breakaway snipe, then tacked on 
another in garbage time. 

The COVID-depleted Senators’ effort was weak and uninspired, which 
can at least partly be attributed to losing four more players to the dreaded 
protocol over the past 48 hours. 

“We didn't give them any opportunities to get their life,” Keefe said, 
accurately. 

Yet the onus falls on the players to generate their own life, regardless of 
the gate. 

The Sens mustered far too few high-danger chances and seldom 
sustained zone time in the Toronto end. They also committed way too 
many sloppy minor penalties. (Zach Sanford alone got dinged for a hold, 
a cross-check, and a trip — coming a hook short of hitting for the cycle.) 

With their $6.25-million goalie still hunting his first win of the season and 
their points percentage (.345) tumbling below last season’s (.455), the 
club seems already resolved to test its luck in another draft lottery. 

“We just didn’t have it. That was clear from the get-go,” Sens coach D.J. 
Smith said, bluntly. 

“We didn’t create a whole lot, and they took it to us. We gotta be better.” 

The Maple Leafs — winners of four of their past five — will take the easy 
points and a few more days off. 

Their next test arrives Wednesday, when Connor McDavid and the 
Edmonton Oilers make their annual trek to Toronto. 

Man, would fans love to fill the barn for that one. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Mitch Marner played his first game in exactly one month, following a 
shoulder injury he suffered in practice when he accidentally collided with 
Jake Muzzin. 

“Jake’s probably one of my best friends on this team. We had some nice 
words about it, then it’s back to loving each other,” Marner said. “We got 
over it pretty quickly.” 

• With Muzzin and Timothy Liljegren unfit to play, Alex Biega made his 
Maple Leafs debut. 

The 33-year-old journeyman turned pro in 2010 and has yet to participate 
in an NHL playoff game — a major reason he signed with Toronto as a 
depth option in the off-season. 

“This is a winning team, a winning culture,” Biega said. “We have 
superstars on this team. 

“I’m just happy to be here.” 

Muzzin returns to the lineup Wednesday. 

• In the team’s first game with all forwards healthy, Nick Ritchie was a 
healthy scratch for his first time as a Leaf. 

“It was a difficult decision because I think he has shown progress and his 
confidence is in a good spot,” Keefe explained. “He’s done nothing wrong 
to come out.” 

• Pretty sneaky, Mitch. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Maple Leafs return and Sandin's whole body 
is shaking 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 1, 2022, 8:45 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Fun is overrated anyway. 

1. Rasmus Sandin’s first taste of hockey in 25 days — 10 of them spent 
in utterly asymptomatic quarantine; all of them spent rehabbing from a 
dangerous knee-on-knee collision — was a visceral experience. 

“My whole body was shaking, I was so happy to be back on the ice,” 
Sandin beamed after Thursday’s practice. 

Yep. Practice. We talkin’ ’bout practice. 

Sandin may, like 21 other members of the Toronto Maple Leafs 
organization, have tested positive for a strain of COVID-19, but his taste 
for the game only intensified. 

Absence makes the heart yearn. 

So simple things — in-class learning, an uncancelled concert, line rushes 
and puck battles with your mates — are savoured. As the positive tests 
mount, we scrounge for silver linings. 

“I’m just super stoked to be back. If I have to see something positive from 
this COVID, it’s that it gave me an extra week to 10 days to recover my 
leg completely,” says Sandin, who believes he’ll be ready to hop the 
boards Saturday. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe was impressed by the 21-year-old’s jump after 
nearly four weeks off the sheet. He noted Sandin "looked really good and 
confident" immediately upon return. 

“When I got the answer that I was positive, that was a big shock for me,” 
Sandin said. 

“I didn’t feel one thing, and I felt like I had a lot of energy. Being inside for 
10 days, it’s not what you want.” 

Now his close friend and frequent partner, Timothy Liljegren, is enduring 
the same hiatus. 

With Morgan Rielly, Jake Muzzin and William Nylander all rejoining 
practice Friday, Liljegren is the lone Maple Leaf remaining in protocol. 

“He was a little bit pissed. I was just trying to cheer him up a little bit. 
Toss a couple of bad Swedish jokes at him,” Sandin said. 

“He's handling it well. Also a mentally strong guy. He's been playing 
really good hockey lately.” 
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2. Sandin’s breakout campaign was temporarily halted when Winnipeg 
Jets defenceman Neal Pionk clipped him in that wild early-December 
doozy. 

Sandin needed two teammates to help him off the ice and no doubt 
feared the worst. 

“I was in a lot of pain,” explained Sandin, who was on crutches for days 
following the collision. “Luckily, when I got the results back, it wasn’t as 
bad as I thought.” 

Sandin did hear Pionk express remorse following the hit, for which the 
player was suspended two games. 

“I think that shows a lot of respect that we have for one another in the 
game,” Sandin said. “I’m sure he didn’t do it on purpose and try to 
actually go for my knee and try to injure me. 

“Stuff can happen in hockey. You have to own up to what can happen on 
the ice, even though it wasn’t on purpose, and I really appreciate him 
saying that. It was really nice to see, for sure.” 

3. All things considered, the timing of the virus running through the Leafs 
“like wildfire,” as Wayne Simmonds put it, has been rather fortunate. With 
six consecutive postponements to wrap 2021, Toronto escaped having to 
play a game shorthanded. 

And most of the room has been through the gauntlet and now has the 
peace of mind of having the antibodies. 

“There’s different ways to look at it, right?” Keefe reflects. 

“Some of the paranoia of not having it takes its toll on you just the same.” 

Michael Bunting is a rare Leaf untouched. Yet he still isolated over the 
break, when a stroll outside ranked as a highlight of the day. 

“I was basically taking it day by day and waiting to see to if my name 
would pop up positive. Fortunately enough, it hasn’t yet. So, knock on 
wood,” Bunting says. 

“I try not to worry about it. If I do, it can drive people crazy.” 

A feeling of excitement is bubbling in Leafland, with the full complement 
of forwards reuniting for the first time since Marner’s shoulder was 
accidentally injured by Muzzin a month ago. 

“Mitch hasn’t skipped a beat,” Bunting says. “He’s making plays. He’s 
playing fast. It hasn’t seemed like he has missed any time. It’s fun having 
him back on our line.” 

4. It’s one thing to say you’re disappointed that NHLers will not be 
participating in the ’22 Olympics. It’s another to rail against the decision-
makers the way Canada’s Brad Marchand did this week: 

Marchand is still at the top of his game at age 33. He’ll be 37 when 
Milano Cortina rolls around in 2026 and likely a long shot at best. 

I get the frustration and don’t mind him speaking out. 

We already dwelled on the bad news here, but we especially feel for the 
aging stars who wanted one last shot at a medal. 

“It doesn’t get easier as you get older and the chances go by,” John 
Tavares says. “Definitely a tough pill to swallow and we would love to be 
going.” 

5. Usually it takes a few matches for the world juniors to suck me in, but 
the early-tournament performances by Canada’s Owen Power and 16-
year-old phenom Conor Bedard — who hit Austria with the four — had 
me all amped up for New Year’s Eve test versus the Finns. 

Here’s hoping the IIHF finds a creative way to finish the tournament, for 
the kids’ sake. 

“Sucks to see that happen,” says Sandin, who repped Sweden in the 
2019 and 2020 world juniors. 

“For myself, the world junior was an unbelievable experience. It’s a lot of 
fun coming together with teammates that you’ve been playing with 
before, players your own age and getting back together. We’ll see if they 
can [play it] at another time of the year.” 

Stray thought: If you’re a rebuilding team, how early is too early to start 
planning the 2022-23 tank job for Bedard? 

Not since Arizona (56 points, minus-102 goal differential) and Buffalo (54 
points, minus-113 goal differential) in 2014-15 — during their failed 
efforts to land some other Connor — are we likely to see a couple 
squads be so overt in their efforts to maximize their lottery odds. 

6. Response to the chopped attendance in Ontario (maximum 1,000 fans 
permitted at home game for the next three weeks) is varied. 

“There are no ideal circumstances,” said Keefe, diplomatically. 
“Everybody is trying to do their best to just make sure the games can get 
played. We’re just grateful we get to come to work every day. No matter 
what the circumstances are, it’s on us to make the best of it.” 

Meanwhile, Ottawa’s American-born captain, Brady Tkachuk, hasn’t 
been afraid to criticize a decision made by Doug Ford’s government. 

“I wish it was a full crowd at [Saturday’s] match,” Tkachuk said. “I know 
the province put in rules to keep people safe. I just wish they gave people 
the choice, the decision to come to games instead of just taking it away. 
It stings. We’d love to have New Year's Day, start off the fresh year and 
have a full house. But that's not the case.” 

7. Attendance should be no issue at the Winter Classic in Minnesota. 

Temperature for tonight’s evening tilt, however, might be. 

Last we checked the forecast at Target Field for the Wild-Blues 
showdown had a “feels like” temperature of –22°C. Windchill, gusts, a 
chance of snow? Bring it on. 

The NHL is prepared to heat the ice if necessary so it doesn’t chip and 
the event can go on as planned. 

8. Welcome back, Patrik Laine, for your goals and your quotes. 

“I wish Jake [Voracek] would shoot those every now and then, but I was 
kind of expecting him to pass it back, and it worked out,” Laine said, after 
skating a season-high 21:57 and scoring in his first game since Nov. 3. 

“That’s why he has 10 goals in his career and a thousand assists. He 
knows what he’s doing.” 

9. Quote of the Week goes to pending free agent Evgeni Malkin. 

“I’m not thinking about my contract, not thinking about money. I’m a 
pretty rich guy.” 

(Malkin’s estimated career earnings exceed $116 million.) 

10. Nylander’s quarantine was just a steady stream of Call of Duty. A 
bunch of his buddies were off work, so they threw on headsets and put 
their thumbs to work. 

As for goalie Petr Mrazek? 

“I played ping-pong a lot in the last 10 days,” Mrazek said. “It was good 
for reaction and movement and stuff like that.” 

11. Maple Leafs highly touted right-shot defence prospect Töpi Niemela, 
19, signed another one-year extension with Karpat, his Finnish Elite 
League club, which places him under contract through 2022-23. 

Niemela is lighting it up in his third pro tour overseas. The extension 
gives him some stability and a second option, to the AHL Marlies, should 
he fail to make the Maple Leafs as a 20-year-old out of 2022’s training 
camp. 

Toronto has yet to sign Niemela to his entry-level contract, but this new 
deal won’t get in the way of that. 
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12. We all make mistakes. 

It helps if we make like Dylan Larkin and own them. 
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USA TODAY / Vancouver Canucks equipment manager thanks Seattle 
Kraken fan who noticed his melanoma at game 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Oct. 23 was much more than the home opener for the expansion Seattle 
Kraken. 

For Vancouver Canucks assistant equipment manager Brian "Red" 
Hamilton, it was a life-saving event. 

Hamilton said that a fan behind the bench got his attention during the 
game with a very important observation about the mole on the back of his 
neck. 

"The message you showed me on your cell phone will forever be etched 
into my brain and has made a true life-changing difference for me and my 
family," Hamilton wrote. "Your instincts were right and that mole on the 
back on my neck was a malignant melanoma and thanks to your 
persistence and the quick work of doctors, it is now gone." 

Hamilton, who worked his 1,000th NHL game last season, never got the 
fan's name and put out the request through the team's Twitter's account 
“so I can express my sincerest gratitude" to his "real-life hero." 

Not long after the Canucks' post, the Kraken tweeted that the woman's 
identity had been found. Nadia Popovici, 22, is heading off to medical 
school. 

Popovici told The Seattle Times that she had seen plenty of melanoma 
while volunteering at hospitals. 

“He kind of glanced at my phone and walked away and I thought maybe 
he’d already seen it,” she said. “Maybe he’d already gotten it checked out 
by a doctor, it’s probably fine. Then for this to happen months later, to 
hear he had possibly five years before showing debilitating symptoms. I 
mean, that’s, it’s just so incredible that I’ve had the opportunity to reach 
him at that moment.” 

Popovici and Hamilton met each other before Saturday's Canucks-
Kraken game in Seattle, and both teams said they would donate $10,000 
toward her medical education. 

Hamilton went on Zoom to explain what happened when he was moving 
equipment at the end of a period.  

"When she pointed it out, I had never seen it. It was on the back of my 
neck," he said. "I didn’t even know it was there. So then when I started 
asking people, like doctors with the team, they didn’t like the looks of it 
either. So I got scared right off the hop. I knew in the back on my mind 
that she was right." 

The mole had not penetrated the second layer of his skin, he said.  

Hamilton appreciated the woman's persistence in making sure he knew. 

"She was right against the glass and she had her phone pressed up 
against the glass," he said. "The thing that really registered in my mind 
that it wasn’t on a text. She had gone to more effort to make the font 
bigger and colorful so it would get my attention." 

Hamilton said doctors told him he would have been in trouble if he had 
ignored the mole. 

"She extended my life," he said. "I've got a wonderful family. I've got a 
wonderful daughter. ... She saved my life. She didn’t take me out of a 
burning car, like the big stories, but she took me out of a slow fire."   
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USA TODAY / 2022 Winter Classic: Live stream, time, date, odds, 
weather, how to watch St. Louis Blues at Minnesota Wild 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Minnesota Wild are getting their Winter Classic, one year later. 

The 2021 outdoor game wasn't held because the coronavirus-shortened 
season didn't begin until mid-January.  

But this Winter Classic in the State of Hockey will be special for several 
reasons: 

-It will be the first that begins intentionally at night. The 2011 Winter 
Classic at Pittsburgh's Heinz Field had been moved from the afternoon to 
the evening because of rain in the forecast. 

-It will be frigid, with sub-zero temperatures expected. That would make it 
the coldest NHL outdoor game. 

-The game is meaningful because the Blues and Wild are battling for the 
Central Division title. The Blues hold a one-point lead, but the Wild have 
two games in hand. Both teams are 1-0 in outdoor games. 

Everything to know about the game: 

What time does the Blues vs. Wild Winter Classic start? 

The game will start at 7 p.m. ET on Saturday, Jan. 1 at Minneapolis' 
Target Field, the home of MLB's Minnesota Twins. It will be the seventh 
baseball stadium to host the event. Three games were held at NFL 
stadiums and three at college football stadiums. 

What will the weather be for the Blues vs. Wild Winter Classic? 

The forecasted temperature for the start of the game is -5 and it could 
drop by 3 to 4 degrees during the game. The coldest NHL outdoor game 
was the first, the 2003 Heritage Classic in Edmonton, which was 0 at 
game time. The Minneapolis temperature will feel like -20. 

According to NHL.com, the stadium will hand out hand warmers and the 
concessions stands will serve soup. In addition to the usual heated 
benches, the penalty box will be heated and the ice will be heated to 
maintain integrity. 

Where can I watch the Blues vs. Wild Winter Classic? 

The game will be shown on TNT, with the pregame show starting at 6 
p.m. ET. Kenny Albert will handle play-by-play, and Keith Jones, Jennifer 
Botterill and Darren Pang will be the analysts. Wayne Gretzky, Anson 
Carter, Paul Bissonnette, Rick Tocchet and host Liam McHugh will be in 
the Atlanta studio for pregame, between periods and postgame. 

Where can I stream the Blues vs. Wild Winter Classic? 

It will be available on the TNT app, plus streaming services that carry 
TNT. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 2, 2022 

 

What are the odds for the Blues vs. Wild Winter Classic? 

The Wild are favored to win by 1.5 goals, according to Tipico Sportsbook. 
The over-under is 5.5 goals. 
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