
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 3, 2022 

 

 

 

Anatomy of a comeback: How the Canes rallied from 4-0 deficit to top the Blue Jackets 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell behind the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 4-0 in the second period Saturday before scoring 
seven unanswered goals for a 7-4 road win. 

It was the second time in franchise history that they 
recovered from a four-goal deficit to win in regulation. The 
first: Jan. 19, 1989. Then the Hartford Whalers, they rallied to 
beat the Montreal Canadiens, 6-4. 

The Canes were the seventh NHL team since December 
1995 to do it and only the third since October 2005. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “The difference in a lot of the 
other comebacks that makes this a little different is that 
maybe they were tighter games. This game was so wide 
open, it felt like. So we were down two, down three, down 
four and it still felt like if we got into the game we might 
actually have a chance. Which we did.” 

Canes Comeback 

The start of the game looked bleak for the Canes. 

Zach Werenski flipped in a slick backhander. Gustav Nyquist 
scored on a shorthanded breakaway. Rookie goalie Daniil 
Tarasov was stopping everything in net. The Blue Jackets’ 
Nationwide Arena was rumbling, and into the second period 
Columbus was running away. 

But just when it appeared the Canes might have a long day 
and a losing start to 2022, it all turned around. The Canes 
continued to attack and kept pushing, scoring seven 

unanswered goals for a 7-4 victory that left the Blue Jackets 
feeling they had been hit by a cannon blast. 

Here’s what happened after the Canes fell behind by four: 

Second period 

Canes trail, 4-1: Steven Lorentz, redirection of Tony 
DeAngelo slap pass, at 9:11 of period. 

Canes trail, 4-2: Brady Skjei, shot from left circle off Andrei 
Svechnikov pass, 14:05. 

*Big save: Frederik Andersen, coming off COVID protocol, 
played his first game since Dec. 18 in relief of starter Antti 
Raanta. Andersen made a sprawling stop on Boone Jenner 
with a four seconds left in the second period — smothering 
the puck after it hit the post 

Third period 

Canes trail, 4-3: Brady Skjei, shot from left circle off Brett 
Pesce pass, at 6:53 of period. 

Game ties, 4-4: Nino Niederreiter, shot from slot after puck 
bounces off stanchion, 10:34. 

Canes lead, 5-4: Ethan Bear, shot from right point with 
Jordan Staal screening goalie, 10:50. 

Canes lead, 6-4: Steven Lorentz, off rebound of Seth Jarvis 
backhanded shot, 11:59. 

Canes lead, 7-4: Andrei Svechnikov, empty-net goal off 
Vincent Trocheck pass, 17:30.
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Monthly Performance Review: December 

Battling through the virus, limiting chances and another 
edition of the Aho Show 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are already off and 
running in the new month (and new year), but as we've done 
before this season, it's time to take a look back on the 
previous 31 days. 

If you missed the review of 2021 as a whole, here's that, too. 

December Record 7-2-0 

After an almost unbelievable October, November had a bit of 
a "coming back to earth" feeling to it. The team remained at 
the top of the standings yet came into December having lost 
four of their last five and several tough challenges ahead of 
them over the next 31 days. Little did they know the amount 
of unique challenges they'd face, but when all was said and 
done, the team won seven or more games for the third 
consecutive month. The only team to do that this season? 
The Canes. The top spot in the league's standings currently 
belongs to? You guessed it. 

Some of the biggest stories this month were... 

COVID-19's Impact 

Prior to the month the club had largely avoided the COVID-
19 issues sweeping across the league, with only having 
three players entering protocol to that point. Two of those 
three occurred just before the month began, with the 
complications of the cases involving Tony DeAngelo and 
Brett Pesce causing them to miss some of the team's games 
in Canada during their attempted five-game swing away from 
home. 

Things took a turn for the worse at the conclusion of that trip 
though, as six positive tests began a snowball that forced the 
team to have their previously scheduled contest against the 
Minnesota Wild on December 14 to be postponed. That 
would become the first of five games during the month for 
the team to be postponed, six if you include the team's 
January 3 game against Toronto. 

By the end of the month the team had over a dozen different 
members of the roster and support staff impacted by the 
virus. 

Ready, Willing and Able 

While the above held the Canes to playing just nine games 
during the month as opposed to the once-slated 14, the trials 
brought about also led to one of the best feel-good stories for 
the team. 

Playing as few as 16 skaters during the final week before the 
holiday break, the team needed the services of Jack Drury, 
Josh Leivo, Stefan Noesen, Andrew Poturalski and C.J. 
Smith from their American Hockey League (AHL) affiliate in 
Chicago. How did they answer the bell? By jumping right in, 
contributing to a pair of victories over Detroit and Los 
Angeles despite it being the team regular season debut for 
several and the NHL debut for Drury. 

Drury, 21, made the biggest splash, recording two goals in 
both of his games played, giving all the more reason to be 
hopeful about his future with the club. Looked at as a player 
that could be a big piece to the team's success in the coming 
years, it remains to be seen when Drury will get another 
crack in the Canes' lineup. When it does happen though, he'll 
certainly have plenty of fans excited about it. 

Defense Wins Ch….  

It feels redundant at this point, but just because it's been 
touched on before doesn't mean it's any less impressive. 
From December 1 - December 31 the Canes once again led 
the NHL in goals allowed per game, net penalty kill and shots 
allowed per game. 

Allowing just 15 goals in nine games, Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta both put on some strong performances, 
including a 26-save shutout over Montreal on December 30 
for his first clean sheet as a Cane. As for Andersen, his 17 
wins are tied atop the NHL leaderboards and his .929 save 
percentage (SV%) along with his 1.92 goals against average 
(GAA) both rank in the top five. Oh, and he's got a career-
high four assists now already this season, too. 

Both netminders would be the first to give credit to the 
skaters in front of them.  As mentioned, the defensive group 
played a big hand in limiting opponents to just 25.9 shots per 
game. The month's number is even better than the current 
season average of 27.1, which also paces all NHL teams. 

The Aho Show  

As excellent as both goaltenders and the team's defense has 
been, if there was a monthly Most Valuable Player Award, it 
would undoubtedly belong to Sebastian Aho. 

Named an NHL Star of the Week on December 13, the top 
line center was in the midst of a tear that included six 
consecutive games with multiple points, ultimately ending 
with 14 points in six games. Aho single-handedly provided all 
of the team's offense in a thrilling 2-1 overtime victory over 
Calgary on December 9 and his average of 2.33 points-per-
game finished the month tops among all of the league's 
skaters that played a minimum of five games. 
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A Quick Look Ahead 

The obvious downside with six games currently having to be 
made up is that there is going to be very little downtime for 
the team for the rest of the way. 

At the moment the Canes have to play 51 games in 118 days 
before the presently scheduled end of the NHL's regular 
season, essentially indicating that they'll be playing almost 
every other day from here on out. 

The positive side to the unfortunate news of NHL players not 
going to the Olympics is that now it is expected games can 
be made up during the what-once-was three-week break 
during February. 

Miscellaneous Bonus Notes 

 In addition to Aho's fantastic month, both Teuvo 
Teravainen and Nino Niederreiter had a point-per-
game or better in December. Teravainen had six 
goals and five assists for 11 points in nine games 

and the Swiss forward was good for nine points in 
the same amount of contests. Niederreiter had 
three game-winning goals, tied for the most among 
all skaters in the league as well. 

 During those nine games, defensive anchor Jaccob 
Slavin averaged 26:00 of time on ice (TOI). 
Carrying the load night-in and night-out, the next 
closest blue liner was Brett Pesce, who played 
almost a full five minutes less per game (21:23). In 
addition to his average TOI, no skater in the NHL 
played more while their team was shorthanded. 
Slavin played a cumulative 40:36 when the Canes 
were down a man. 

 Lastly, there was no team better in the faceoff dot in 
December than the Hurricanes. Winning 58.8% of 
draws, Derek Stepan paced the team's centers with 
his 66.7% success rate.
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About Last Night: Happy New Year! 

So 2022 is going to be like that, huh? 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes are the most electric team in 
hockey. 

After a 2021 that saw the Canes lead the NHL in regular 
season wins, 2022 opened up with Carolina beating the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 7-4 in an insane game in which it 
trailed 3-0 after the opening period and 4-0 in the second. 

But the Canes clawed back, as they’ve done in other games 
this year (though not quite to this extent), and scored seven 
straight goals for the just the fifth time in team history and the 
first time since 2009. 

Some thoughts on a stupidly fun hockey game: 

A recap 

So, what happened? 

The Blue Jackets netted three goals in the first period, as 
Zach Werenski, Adam Boqvist and Gustav Nyquist all hit the 
twine, with Werenski scoring on a good offensive-zone line 
change and Boqvist and Nyquist scoring on odd-man rushes.  

The Canes made an intermission goalie change, bringing 
Frederik Andersen on for Antti Raanta, and Columbus made 
it 4-0 8:39 into the second period as yet another odd-man 
rush led to an Alexandre Texier goal.  

The scoreboard read 4-0, but the game on the ice didn’t 
quite align itself with what was happening in the goal 
department. When Texier scored to make it 4-0, the Canes 
were +24 in Corsi for in all situations, finishing the game up 
77-26 in that category. It was kind of a Carolina blowout in 
everything but the score.  

“We were generating all the offense, maybe the most we 
have in any game at the start, but we were just thinking we 
were going to score and forgot about the defense,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We gave up odd-man rush after odd-man rush 
and you can’t do that. You score off the rush in this league. It 
was very uncharacteristic, but it was what was killing us.” 

But then, things flipped.  

Derek Stepan made a fantastic pass to the point to Tony 
DeAngelo, who did what he does so well and got the puck in 
on net. Steven Lorentz was there to tip it in, his first of two 
goals in the game, to get the Canes on the board just 32 
seconds after Texier made it 4-0. 

“We just had to get something going,” Lorentz said. “I think 
we answered after a goal against. It was nice to go out there 
and contribute offensively. We know our role as the fourth 

line. We just go out there and try to make something 
happen.” 

The Canes got another important goal later in the second 
period, as Brady Skjei scored his first of two to make a four-
goal deficit a much more manageable two-goal deficit 
heading into the final frame.  

And then the floodgates opened. And boy, did they open.  

Skjei scored again a little less than seven minutes into the 
third period, making it a one-goal game with a pretty snipe. 
Nino Niederreiter tied things up shortly after that. 

Sixteen seconds later, Ethan Bear gave the Hurricanes their 
first lead of the night to make it 5-4. A minute and nine 
seconds later, Lorentz bagged his seconds to give the 
Hurricanes a buffer.  

And then Andrei Svechnikov added an empty netter, sealing 
off an incredible comeback win. The Hurricanes became just 
the seventh team since 1995 to erase a four-goal deficit in 
regulation.  

The game was a whirlwind, with the team that deserved to 
win it coming out on top. It just did it in the most interesting of 
fashions. 

“It was kind of a whirlwind there watching them start going 
in,” Lorentz said. “It seemed like every minute or two. We 
were just looking down at each other going ‘holy, what’s 
going on here?’ I really think we earned it, though.” 

How’s that for some depth? 

The Carolina Hurricanes scored seven goals Saturday 
afternoon, and Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
combined for zero points.  

That seems almost impossible.  

The Canes, in a weird game where nothing was going to just 
go how it is supposed to, got its goals from not the usual 
actors, as Skjei brought his season total to three and Lorentz 
brought his to five with their two-goal efforts. Bear scored his 
second of the year, while the other two did come from known 
goal scorers in Niederreiter and Svechnikov. 

But still, the Hurricanes absolutely exploded offensively in a 
game where Aho, Teravainen, Necas and Svechnikov 
combined for as many points as the fourth line. 

And that’s a good thing. That’s how you have to get it done 
sometimes. In Thursday’s 4-0 win over Montreal, Aho and 
Teravainen combined for four points.  
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Some Notes 

 The Canes scored seven goals for the first time this 
season, and the first time since February. That win 
was also against the Blue Jackets. 

 The five-goal third period was Carolina’s highest-
scoring period of the season, and its first five-goal 
period since a January 2019 win over Vancouver.  

 Brady Skjei had his first multi-goal game since 
February of 2019, when he was still playing for the 
Rangers. When asked if we can expect him to score 

two a game in 2022: “Nope. I’d love that, but I don’t 
think we need to get our hopes up too much.” 

 The Canes became the second team in the NHL 
this season to score seven consecutive goals in a 
game.  

 Niederreiter and Bear scored 16 seconds apart, the 
two closest goals for the Canes this season. 

 Andrei Svechnikov’s empty netter to end the game 
was his 69th career NHL goal. Nice.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article256992837.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/monthly-performance-review-december/c-329408072 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/2/22863511/about-last-night-happy-new-year 
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Anatomy of a comeback: How the Canes rallied from 4-0 deficit to top the 
Blue Jackets 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 02, 2022 10:22 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell behind the Columbus Blue Jackets 4-0 in 
the second period Saturday before scoring seven unanswered goals for a 
7-4 road win. 

It was the second time in franchise history that they recovered from a 
four-goal deficit to win in regulation. The first: Jan. 19, 1989. Then the 
Hartford Whalers, they rallied to beat the Montreal Canadiens, 6-4. 

The Canes were the seventh NHL team since December 1995 to do it 
and only the third since October 2005. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “The difference in a lot of the other 
comebacks that makes this a little different is that maybe they were 
tighter games. This game was so wide open, it felt like. So we were down 
two, down three, down four and it still felt like if we got into the game we 
might actually have a chance. Which we did.” 

CANES COMEBACK 

The start of the game looked bleak for the Canes. 

Zach Werenski flipped in a slick backhander. Gustav Nyquist scored on a 
shorthanded breakaway. Rookie goalie Daniil Tarasov was stopping 
everything in net. The Blue Jackets’ Nationwide Arena was rumbling, and 
into the second period Columbus was running away. 

But just when it appeared the Canes might have a long day and a losing 
start to 2022, it all turned around. The Canes continued to attack and 
kept pushing, scoring seven unanswered goals for a 7-4 victory that left 
the Blue Jackets feeling they had been hit by a cannon blast. 

Here’s what happened after the Canes fell behind by four: 

Second period 

Canes trail, 4-1: Steven Lorentz, redirection of Tony DeAngelo slap pass, 
at 9:11 of period. 

Canes trail, 4-2: Brady Skjei, shot from left circle off Andrei Svechnikov 
pass, 14:05. 

*Big save: Frederik Andersen, coming off COVID protocol, played his first 
game since Dec. 18 in relief of starter Antti Raanta. Andersen made a 
sprawling stop on Boone Jenner with a four seconds left in the second 
period — smothering the puck after it hit the post 

Third period 
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Canes trail, 4-3: Brady Skjei, shot from left circle off Brett Pesce pass, at 
6:53 of period. 

Game ties, 4-4: Nino Niederreiter, shot from slot after puck bounces off 
stanchion, 10:34. 

Canes lead, 5-4: Ethan Bear, shot from right point with Jordan Staal 
screening goalie, 10:50. 

Canes lead, 6-4: Steven Lorentz, off rebound of Seth Jarvis backhanded 
shot, 11:59. 

Canes lead, 7-4: Andrei Svechnikov, empty-net goal off Vincent Trocheck 
pass, 17:30. 
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The Replay: 2021 ends with some unexpected surprises 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 02, 2022 8:49 AM 

 

It wasn’t exactly a slow week after the holiday break as 2021 came to an 
end. N.C. State had its bowl game canceled hours before kickoff in San 
Diego. North Carolina did play its bowl and might have wished it didn’t. 
Duke had men’s basketball games against Clemson and Notre Dame 
postponed and North Carolina had a game against Boston College 
rescheduled. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had one game postponed but finally returned to 
the ice for a game Thursday against Montreal as COVID-19 issues 
continued to be disruptive in the NHL. The John Wall Invitational 
basketball tournament was held, with good moments and bad. 

DECLARING VICTORY 

The Wolfpack didn’t play and win the bowl game but will count it as a 
10th victory of the season. That was the outcome of UCLA’s late pullout 
from Tuesday’s Holiday Bowl in San Diego, saying there were too many 
players affected by COVID-19 to field a representative team — that after 
Bruins coach Chip Kelly said, “Our whole mindset is if we have 11 we’ll 
play.” 

Under NCAA rules, the canceled game was ruled a “no-contest” and not 
a forfeit. A second opinion: Wolfpack coach Dave Doeren, who collected 
the Holiday Bowl trophy, said he considered it a forfeit and a 10th win. 
During the hubris of the Pack’s welcome-back gathering Wednesday at 
the Murphy Center, Doeren had a few choice words about the NCAA and 
again claimed that 10th W. 

“It’s hard not to be angry,” NCSU athletic director Boo Corrigan said 
Tuesday of the bowl cancellation. “You’re angry because you know how 
hard the men in this program have fought to get to this point. Ir’s an 
emotional time.” 

TAKING A MAYO BATH 

It was a rough day in Charlotte for the Tar Heels. South Carolina took a 
18-0 lead in the first quarter of the Duke’s Mayo Bowl on Thursday and 
controlled the game in a 38-21 victory. That left the Tar Heels with a 6-7 
record in a season that began with UNC ranked in the top 10. 

USC coach Shane Beamer was given a mayo bath after the game, the 
video clip of him being covered with globs of the stuff going viral. UNC 
coach Mack Brown, by losing, did miss that unique if sticky “celebration” 
although Beamer was left beaming. 

BACK ON THE ICE 

It took a while but the Hurricanes finally played another hockey game. 
After having an early-week game against the Florida Panthers postponed 
as the NHL dealt with COVID issues, the Canes had a home game 
Thursday against the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena and won 4-0. 

The Canes had last played Dec. 18 against the Los Angeles Kings. Since 
that game, several regulars including captain Jordan Staal and center 
Sebastian Aho, the team’s leading scorer, returned from the league’s 
COVID protocol, practiced and were ready for Thursday’s game. 

JOHN WALL INVITATIONAL 

The John Wall Holiday Invitational has long been a basketball 
tournament that attracts strong teams and some great high school talent, 
causing college basketball coaches to roll in for a recruiting look-see. So 
it was this past week as UNC coach Hubert Davis and Duke head-coach-
in-waiting Jon Scheyer were among those who came to Wake Tech’s 
North Campus. 

Both the Blue Devils and Tar Heels are recruiting Matas Buzelis and 
Taylor Bowen of Brewster Academy (N.H.), a pair of 6-10 juniors. Buzelis 
has been offered scholarships by both schools and Bowen has an offer 
from the Blue Devils. 

Unfortunately, the tournament was marred by an ugly incident 
Wednesday. Fans began fighting and the gym had to be cleared by 
security, requiring the use of tear gas. 

“What happened tonight doesn’t represent John Wall, the Triangle 
Education Advancement Foundation or the Holiday Invitational,” co-
tournament director Webb Wellman said in a statement. “We love our 
players, we love our fans and we will work hard to make sure this doesn’t 
happen again. This event is about the love of the game and violence will 
never be acceptable.” 
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Hitmen get much-needed special-teams spark to start new year with win 

 

RITA MINGO 

6-7 minutes 1/3/2022 

 

In keeping with the time of year, resolutions are being made and 
probably already being broken. 

Steve Hamilton has a few he’d like to direct toward his Calgary Hitmen. 

“I want to see a continued growth of our young players,” the Hitmen head 
coach began. “I really like where they’re trending, and that’s been much 
needed for us. A lot of young faces, you’re going to rely on them to play a 
lot of key minutes and their continued growth is a priority for sure. 

“I would say probably special teams is the biggest area for growth for us. 
We’ve played in a lot of tight games this year … we don’t have a six, 
seven goal-a-game offence. Often it’s going to be the plus/minus on the 
specialty teams that makes a huge difference.” 

On Sunday afternoon at the Scotiabank Saddledome, special teams 
were indeed a definite plus for the Hitmen as they doubled up on the 
Medicine Hat Tigers 4-2. A power-play goal and some nifty penalty killing 
kept the Tigers at bay and lifted the Calgary club’s record to 13-12-3-2. 

The Hitmen had their Jan. 1 home game postponed due to COVID issues 
with the visiting Lethbridge Hurricanes. 
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“I thought our guys did a really good job resetting for today,” said 
Hamilton post-game Sunday. “We knew we were catching Medicine Hat 
on a short turnaround, and we needed to be energized.” 

The Hitmen’s next two games, in Brandon and Winnipeg, have also been 
postponed. 

“To be completely honest, with what everyone is going through right now, 
I felt there was an underlying anxiety of ‘what’s happening here,'” 
Hamilton admitted. “There’s uncertainty with the players. They went 
through a lot last year with the pandemic and what the season looked 
like. There’s a lot of people that are just worried a little bit about how 
things are going. 

“I think our organization has been excellent and trying to be proactive 
with testing and all that stuff. We want to make this thing work here in 
Calgary, and I’m sure the other teams feel the same way.” 

The Hitmen’s Riley Fiddler-Schultz made his presence known in the first 
period, scoring a pair of goals. The first came at 11:43 on a three-way 
passing play between he, Adam Kydd and Maxim Muranov that resulted 
in a 1-0 home-side lead. 

Fiddler-Schultz’s second tally came near the end of the period, when he 
squished through a pair of defenders and beat Tigers’ goalie Garin 
Bjorklund up high. 

In between those two efforts, the Tigers had quickly taken a 2-1 
advantage, with goals just 52 seconds apart. Oren Shtrom had the first, 
and the second came as a result of a mad scramble in front of Brayden 
Peters in which the puck, the goalie and a few players ended up in the 
net. Interestingly, the goal counted. 

Peters had to be extremely sharp in that first frame as the Medicine Hat 
squad enjoyed a two-man advantage for a full minute. They were unable 
to put another past the Hitmen goaltender. 

“At that point, it’s 2-1 already and to be able to limit that was huge for us,” 
agreed Peters, who hit the 2,000-save mark in his career on Sunday. “It 
keeps our mood up going into the intermission. One shot, and we’re back 
tied. We’ve talked about it before. We’re playing in a lot of one-goal 
games and special teams are going to be a big factor. I think it’s great we 
dug in and came out on top.” 

In the second, only Kydd’s tally at the 8:34 mark hit the scoreboard. He 
skated in from the point on the man-advantage and sniped what would 
be the winner. 

“It was nice to get a power-play goal,” noted Kydd. “We had some good 
movement (and) got it over to me, and I just snapped it, and it went in.” 

Blake Allan added an insurance marker in the third when he pounced on 
a rebound and scored for the host Hitmen. 

 

Calgary Sun: LOADED: 01.03.2022 

1231154 Calgary Flames 

 

SNAPSHOTS: Flames ride second-period shooting gallery to victory in 
Chicago 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

10-12 minutes 1/3/2022 

 

Someday, when Arvid Soderblom is asked about his welcome-to-the-
NHL moment, he’ll surely recall the barrage of rubber he faced in 
Sunday’s middle stanza at United Center. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Calgary Flames peppered the rookie goaltender — in his first start 
for the Chicago Blackhawks and second career crease-call at the big-
league level — with 26 shots on net between the intermissions, setting a 
franchise record for most pellets in a single period and ultimately 
notching a pair of special-teams tallies en route to a 5-1 victory in the 
Windy City. 

As head coach Darryl Sutter put it post-game: “The second period kind of 
told the story.” 

Indeed, it did. 

For Soderblom, it was an encouraging introduction. Certainly, the puck-
stopping call-up can’t be faulted for this performance, especially after he 
had been pressed into relief action the previous afternoon. 

For the Flames, it was an impressive start to their latest road-trip. 
They’ve now won two in a row since returning from a lengthy layoff 
forced by a COVID-19 outbreak. 

Sutter’s squad scored almost every way you can think of Sunday — at 
even-strength (Matthew Tkachuk/Johnny Gaudreau), on the power-play 
(Elias Lindholm), while short-handed (Trevor Lewis) and into an empty 
net (Oliver Kylington). 

Dillon Dube had a chance to add penalty-shot to that list, but he was 
stopped by Soderblom after being issued a free go from centre-ice. 

“The first period was slow from our side, and we talked about it in 
between periods that we needed to come out better and get our game in 
order and play the way we’re used to,” Lindholm said after the Flames 
improved to 17-7-6. “And I think the second period just showed that and 
how we can play when we play good hockey and have a lot of shots and 
create a lot of chances. Obviously, it was a fun period to be a part of. We 
want to see more of that.” 

You don’t see this sort of shooting gallery very often. 

With 26 shots in Sunday’s middle period, the Flames tied a franchise 
mark that was originally set by Al MacInnis, Lanny McDonald & Co. in the 
opening stanza of a Jan. 22, 1986, stalemate with the New Jersey Devils. 

After Alex DeBrincat and Tkachuk traded early markers, the visitors were 
nothing short of dominant in the second at United Center. 

In fact, the 22-year-old Soderblom deserves kudos for limiting the 
damage to two. Sean Monahan teed up Lindholm with a dandy dish on 
the man-advantage for the go-ahead goal, and Lewis later sniped a 
shortie. (Credit to Blake Coleman, who did the dirty work in the corner 
and found his penalty-killing pal for a backhand finish.) 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“You could definitely feel the momentum change out there,” Lewis said of 
that second-period surge. “It’s fun to play like that.” 

Kylington sealed the win when he fired into an empty net with two 
minutes remaining, then Gaudreau welcomed Soderblom back to the 
blue paint with a top-shelf sizzler. 

The Flames totalled 41 shots during Sunday’s affair, with only two 
players — fourth-line forward Brad Richardson and third-pairing 
defenceman Erik Gudbranson — failing to test the little-known twine-
minder. 

Calgary’s starter, Jacob Markstrom, made 30 saves at the opposite end. 

ZADOROV WEIGHS IN    

Flames rearguard Nikita Zadorov spent last season with the Blackhawks, 
and while he had good things to say about his stint in Chicago, he 
admitted that with no fans in the building, “I didn’t probably enjoy it as a I 
could have.” 

The atmosphere at United Center is, of course, known to deliver 
goosebumps before the game is even underway. 
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“The anthem is electric,” Zadorov grinned after Sunday’s morning skate. 
“I’m pretty pumped up for today to hear it again — first time in two years.” 

Zadorov was also hoping to hear his own anthem at the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. 

Asked about his reaction to the news that NHLers wouldn’t participate in 
Beijing, the 26-year-old — not a lock for a spot on Russia’s blue-line but 
certainly on the radar — first suggested he should bite his tongue to 
avoid a fine and then made it clear he was miffed to miss out on the 
opportunity. 

“I see it both ways,” he said. “Obviously, NHL is a company, right? They 
want to make money. And we are the employees. So when the boss tells 
you that you cannot go, you’re not going, right? That’s the one part. 
Other part is they told us, they promised us, we should go.” 

Zadorov was critical of COVID-19 safety measures, calling it “so stupid” 
that asymptomatic cases were facing a 10-day quarantine during the 
Flames’ outbreak — the requirement in Alberta has since been reduced 
to five days — and saying that while he understands the virus can be 
dangerous for some, he believes there should be different restrictions for 
young and healthy individuals. 

“And then we would go to Olympics and nothing would happen and we 
would normally play,” said Zadorov, who has already represented Russia 
at world juniors and world championships. “Obviously, there was lots of 
talk about the Chinese government, how we didn’t have any answers and 
all that. But when you get that chance, I think you put everything on the 
second plate. You just don’t think about that. 

“When you get a chance to go, you go no matter what. That’s how I’ve 
been raised in my country, and that’s how I see it.” 

AROUND THE BOARDS  

Gaudreau, who has returned from the pause with back-to-back three-
point outings, has hit the scoresheet in 10 consecutive contests in enemy 
rinks. Thanks to a nifty setup on Tkachuk’s re-direct, he moved into a tie 
for tops in the NHL with 18 primary assists … Mikael Backlund had a 
couple of glorious opportunities to snap out of what is now a 10-game 
goal drought, but he was denied by Soderblom on two breakaways … 
Three weeks ago, the Flames’ flight to Chicago was grounded due to 
their COVID-19 outbreak. They had already boarded but delayed their 
departure to await further test results. They ultimately stayed home as 
that Dec. 13 clash against the Blackhawks was the first of seven straight 
to be postponed. This time, take-off wasn’t the issue. “The strange part 
was there was a little bit of nervousness about our ability to land here 
because of the snowstorm that was going on around the area,” reported 
Flames assistant coach Ryan Huska after morning skate. “Other than 
that, it was a normal trip.” That helps to explain a sluggish start, with the 
Flames mustering just one shot on net in the first seven-plus minutes. 
“Our first period tonight, we had to get our legs under us,” Sutter said. 
“We had a long travel day. We got on a bus yesterday at 10:30 a.m. and 
got here at 7 p.m., so it was basically just getting our legs. There was 
nothing wrong with our first period — it was just getting that going.” … It 
was a milestone night for Calgary’s Chris Tanev. The steady defenceman 
has now logged 600 appearances at the highest level. 

OFF THE GLASS    

Next up for the Flames is Tuesday’s tilt with the Florida Panthers (5 p.m. 
MT, Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 The Fan), but their old buddy Sam 
Bennett won’t be in the home lineup. Bennett’s first matchup against his 
former team will have to wait after he was dinged with a three-game 
suspension for a hit-to-the-head on Montreal’s Cedric Paquette … With 
right-winger Brett Ritchie cleared to exit the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol, 
the Flames’ roster is now fully healthy … We’ve barely ushered in the 
new year and the Flames’ farm-clubbers have still yet to lose back-to-
back games this season. Puck-stopping prospect Dustin Wolf returned to 
the minors Sunday with a 33-save showing, and the Stockton Heat 
improved to 19-3-3 with a victory over the San Jose Barracuda … 
Flames draftee Rory Kerins had two goals and an assist in Sunday’s first-

star performance for the Soo Greyhounds, becoming just the fourth 
skater in the Ontario Hockey League to reach the 50-point plateau in the 
2021-22 campaign. The 19-year-old centre has posted this sizzling stat-
line — 18-33-51 — in 29 outings so far. 
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Flames prospect Coronato ‘thankful’ for abbreviated world-junior 
experience, hopeful for another chance 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

7-8 minutes 1/2/2022 

 

One game is better than none. 

That’s the mindset of Calgary Flames top prospect Matt Coronato, who 
was gutted by the sudden cancellation of the 2022 IIHF World Junior 
Championship in Red Deer/Edmonton but is also thankful he could at 
least experience the thrill of representing his country on the international 
stage. 

“I think about how there are a couple guys that were probably going to be 
on our team that didn’t even get to go to camp because they got COVID 
before,” said Coronato, the Flames’ first-round pick this past summer. “I 
got that chance to play one game in the USA jersey. I obviously wanted 
more, but I did get the one game, which I’m really happy about. 

“That was my first chance to wear the jersey and play for Team USA. So 
the whole time I was there, I was just incredibly honoured and grateful to 
have the chance. It was a really fun and special group of guys, so I’m 
really thankful that I was able to be a part of it. It’s just unfortunate that 
we couldn’t finish.” 

The world-junior playoff round was supposed to start Sunday with the 
quarterfinal matchups. 

Instead, Coronato is now back in his home state of New York to spend a 
few days with his loved ones. The 19-year-old right-winger will return to 
action next weekend with the NCAA’s Harvard Crimson. 

“I’ve been thinking about it every day — that we should still be there, still 
playing,” Coronato said. “But I think at this point, I have to turn the page a 
little and realize that it is over and I have to get back to Harvard and 
continue with that season. It’s time to look forward.” 

Team USA arrived in Alberta as the reigning tournament champions and 
opened their title defence with a 3-2 victory over Slovakia on Boxing Day. 
With Flames general manager Brad Treliving, assistant GM Craig Conroy 
and head coach Darryl Sutter all in attendance to watch this highly-touted 
talent, Coronato assisted on a power-play goal and led all American 
forwards with 17:47 of icetime in their opener, a hint he was pegged for 
an important role in his first appearance in Stars and Stripes. 

He and his pals were supposed to face Switzerland in their next 
preliminary-round matchup, but they were forced to forfeit due to a 
mandatory team quarantine after a pair of positive tests for COVID-19. 

On Wednesday, with confirmed cases on two other teams and concerns 
about both the continued spread of the virus and the ‘sportive integrity’ of 
the annual holiday showdown, the remainder of the tournament was 
cancelled. The following day, the IIHF announced another batch of 
positives. 

“Finding out and realizing it was over, that was incredibly tough,” 
Coronato said. “We were up that next morning hoping our tests were 
good and we could play Sweden that night. We were in quarantine but 
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were seeing that the Russians’ game had to be forfeited and then there 
was another game, too. So we were all starting to realize it could be in 
trouble, and then we had a Zoom and they told us they had decided to 
cancel. 

“At first, it’s just shock. Watching it all those years growing up, it’s just 
such a big deal. You never expect something like that to just go away.” 

There’s been plenty of finger-pointing since. 

Some players and team officials have blasted the IIHF and tournament 
organizers, saying they didn’t do enough. There’s been widespread 
criticism of the fact the host hotels were also open to other guests, 
including reports of a wedding reception at one of the accommodations in 
Red Deer. 

When the Russians and Czechs were kicked off a flight out of Calgary , 
with other passengers alleging on social media that some were refusing 
to follow mask rules, it was fair to wonder whether all the juniors and 
coaches had done their part. 

Coronato stressed that Team USA was as cautious as could be. 

“We didn’t leave our rooms for the first couple of days, and then we were 
wearing masks everywhere besides on the ice and in our own rooms,” he 
said. “We were eating as a team, with nobody else. We did everything 
possible. Even our team doctor told us, ‘You guys did a great job. It 
sucks what happened, but you guys did nothing wrong.’ So we definitely 
were concerned about it, just got a tough break.” 

Perhaps, this story will have a happy ending. 

There is talk the world juniors — plus a handful of other IIHF tournaments 
that were booked for January, including the women’s under-18s — could 
be rescheduled in the summer months. 

“All we can do is hope. I think our whole group is really hopeful that will 
happen,” Coronato said. “It’s exciting to hear that, but it’s obviously out of 
our control. So hope for the best with that. We’d all really love it.” 
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Huberdeau is getting ‘better and better every year.’ He’s already building 
on huge 2021 

 

David Wilson 

 

In 2021, only Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl scored more points 
than Jonathan Huberdeau. 

On the first day of 2022, only three players scored more than the star left 
wing. 

“It’s fun to watch,” forward Sam Reinhart said Saturday after Huberdeau 
tallied three points in the Florida Panthers’ 5-2 win against the Montreal 
Canadiens in Sunrise. 

“He’s a heck of a player,” added forward Sam Bennett, who has been 
Huberdeau’s center in nearly every game since he joined the team ahead 
of the trade deadline last year. 

Right now, the list of players better than Huberdeau isn’t long and the 
forward, who was the only Panther to make an NHL All-Star team last 
year, has never been better. 

In the last two games, Huberdeau has tallied eight points and it’s the 
second time this season he has pulled off such a feat. 

On Thursday, the 28-year-old Canadian notched five points as part of 
Florida’s nine-goal eruption and blowout win against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning to finish the year with 99. On Saturday, he tallied three, 
including an assist on the game-tying goal, to help the Panthers (21-7-4) 
rally past the Canadiens. 

Of Huberdeau’s eight points in the last two games, seven have been 
assists, including all three Saturday. He finished 2021 with 31 goals and 
68 assists, and the only two players who finished with more points than 
him are linemates on the middle-of-the-pack Edmonton Oilers. 
Huberdeau might just be the best player on the best team in the league 
as the calendar flips to 2022. 

“It’s impressive,” said Bennett, who scored twice of Huberdeau assists 
Saturday. “Every day he’ll amaze me with something I’ve never seen him 
do.” 

Look no further than his fourth point — and third assist — from Thursday. 

In the third period, Huberdeau trailed Anthony Duclair as the winger led 
the rush into the offensive zone. He fielded a pass from Duclair near the 
left point and, in one motion, spun to his left, turned his back to the net 
and whipped a backhanded precision pass to the right faceoff circle, 
where star defenseman Aaron Ekblad scored Florida’s eighth goal. 

The crowd at FLA Live Arena was giddy and so were Huberdeau’s 
teammates. The All-Star laughed about the play after the game. 

“Probably unnecessary,” he said Thursday, “but I was just confident, I 
guess.” 

Given the last year, he has every reason to be. 

While Aleksander Barkov emerged as the Panthers’ consensus best 
player during the 2020-21 NHL season, the star center has played in just 
19 games this year because of injuries and Florida hasn’t missed a beat. 
The Panthers have the second best points percentage in the league and 
Huberdeau, with 41 points, has 15 points more than any of his 
teammates. 

This Florida team runs on its offense, leading the Eastern Conference in 
both shots on goal and goals per game, and Huberdeau is its engine. He 
almost certainly won’t lead the league in goals, and he’ll probably never 
get quite the recognition Barkov does as the captain and franchise 
player, but Huberdeau, who was the No. 3 overall pick in the 2011 NHL 
Entry Draft, has taken a title Barkov has finally ceded. 

He might just be the most underrated player in the league. 

“You get better and better every year,” he said. “I’m not the fastest guy 
out there, but I think I use my toolbox.” 

 

Miami Herald LOADED: 01.03.2022 

1231210 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Flyers one point away from a positive holiday trip 

 

Giana Han4-5 minutes 

 

The holidays are not always merry and bright, especially for the Flyers. 

With Disney on Ice temporarily taking over their rink each year, the Flyers 
have to pack their bags for an extended road trip around the holidays. 
They have been making the trip since the 1979-80 season, and in past 
years, the journey has often meant a weak ending to the year and a 
rough start to the new one. But the Flyers have the chance to break from 
the pattern when they play the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday. 
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If the Flyers beat the Ducks, they will walk away with five of eight 
possible points during the four-game road trip. If they take the Ducks to 
overtime, they will finish the trip with a points percentage of .500. 

The Flyers have not finished the holiday road trip, which they define as 
“any stretch of consecutive road games between the dates of Dec. 19 
and Jan. 7,” with a .500 points percentage since the 2014-15 season, 
when they went 3-4-1. They haven’t finished with a winning record since 
2013-14, when they went 5-1. 

While the Flyers had winning records on the road trip from 2007-08 to 
2013-14, in the last five seasons (they didn’t make the trip in 2020-21), 
they have lost and often lost badly. 

In two of those five trips, the Flyers returned home without a win, and in 
one of those, they finished without a single point. In the other three 
seasons, they won just won game. 

In 2019-20, the Flyers went 1-4-1 on the holiday trip, getting outscored by 
28-16. The year before that, the four road-trip losses sparked an eight-
game losing streak. 

So a point or two against the Ducks would be a big change of pace, and 
it would come at an important time for the team. 

With an interim coach who is just 10 games into his tenure, the 
organization is looking for a new identity. It already had a statement road 
win under Mike Yeo when it beat the Vegas Golden Knights. That 
sparked a seven-game points streak, although those seven games still 
demonstrated a need for improvement. 

The Flyers snapped the points streak Saturday in a 6-3 loss to the Los 
Angeles Kings, and they fell to 1-1-1 on the trip. 

“The way I see it, obviously that next game’s a very important game for 
us,” Yeo said. “If we can get that game, then I would consider this a 
pretty decent trip.” 

While Saturday’s result was worse than the two other games of the trip, 
Yeo and his players all felt it had a lot of positives for them to build on. 
After getting severely outshot by the Seattle Kraken and the San Jose 
Sharks, the Flyers demonstrated a shoot-first mentality against the Kings 
and had good offensive zone possessions. They created better 
opportunities on their power plays and scored on one of them. 

The Flyers are also drawing encouragement from the news that starting 
goalie Carter Hart, as well as Scott Laughton and Derick Brassard, are 
out of COVID-19 protocols and will be joining them in California on 
Sunday. 

“Anaheim’s a really good team,” Joel Farabee said. “We’ve got some 
guys meeting us there. Hopefully, they’ll bring some energy. And if we 
get the two points there, we’ll be feeling pretty good coming off this trip.” 

Confidence will be needed once the Flyers return home because their 
schedule is filled with tough opponents such as the Carolina Hurricanes 
and New York Rangers, who are some of the hottest teams in the 
division, and their rivals the Pittsburgh Penguins, who beat them at their 
first meeting. 

The Flyers are also chasing a wild-card spot, not just a good record for 
their holiday road trip, and they’re clawing their way back up the 
standings after a 10-game losing streak. They’re in 10th place in the 
conference with 32 points. 

With so many games postponed because of COVID-19, teams have 
played as few as 27 games and as many as 34 (the Flyers have played 
32). The Flyers are wedged between the Detroit Red Wings (33 points, 
33 games) and the Columbus Blue Jackets (31 points, 30 games). 
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Flyers' season-best point streak snapped, creates huge game ahead 

 

Jan 2, 2022  

by Jordan Hall5-6 minutes 

 

To open the year of 2022, the Flyers were opened up by the Kings for a 
6-3 loss Saturday night at Crypto.com Arena in Los Angeles.T 

The New Year's Day defeat ended the Flyers' season-best point streak at 
seven games as the club suffered its first regulation loss since Dec. 8. 

Prior to Saturday night's outcome, the Flyers (13-13-6) hadn't allowed 
more than three goals in a game since Dec. 6, when Mike Yeo coached 
his first game in interim duties. The Flyers are now 5-3-2 under Yeo. 

The Flyers started January with the Kings (16-12-5) and they're 
scheduled to finish the month against the Kings. Los Angeles will visit the 
Wells Fargo Center on Jan. 29. 

• In the back-to-back set against the Kraken and Sharks, the Flyers were 
outshot heavily at 82-47. 

On Saturday, they outshot the Kings 37-34 but had to play catch-up 
hockey all night. 

Tuesday's game against the Ducks is a big one for the Flyers, who are 1-
1-1 on their four-game West Coast road trip and have reinforcements on 
the way (more on that below). 

"Anaheim's a really good team," Joel Farabee said. "We've got some 
guys meeting us there, so hopefully they'll bring some energy. If we get 
the two points there, I think we'll be feeling pretty good coming off this 
trip." 

• Viktor Arvidsson (two goals, two assists) put the Flyers in a 1-0 hole 
only 12 seconds into the game. 

After the Flyers drew even in the first period, the Kings regained the lead 
just 1:27 minutes later. 

The Flyers hurt themselves with two ill-advised penalties in the final 1:15 
minutes of the opening stanza. Travis Konecny was whistled for 
crosschecking and then Rasmus Ristolainen for boarding. 

Los Angeles capitalized with a power play goal 46 seconds into the 
second period to hand the Flyers a 3-1 deficit. 

"Very costly," Yeo said of the two penalties. "You look at the game, I just 
thought that we gave them a lot. Not that they're not playing well, they're 
playing very well. Watching them in the pre-scout, they do a lot of things 
very well. We talked about how they throw pucks at the front of the net, 
how they take pucks to the net and how we have to be strong in front of 
our net. 

"You've got to try to have some momentum going into the period. To put 
ourselves down 5-on-3, that's pretty tough." 

At that point, the Flyers had themselves an uphill climb if they wanted to 
keep their point streak alive. Brendan Lemieux scored later in the middle 
frame, giving the Kings total control of the game. 

Konecny finished with 12 penalty minutes as he was called for a 10-
minute misconduct after barking at one of the officials during the third 
period. 

• The Flyers' power play went 1 for 5 and is 2 for 11 on the road trip. 

Yeo had an impressive timeout to give the Flyers some life early in the 
third period. With the Flyers trailing 4-1 and holding a 5-on-3 power play, 
Yeo used his timeout to talk strategy. After the Flyers won the faceoff, 
Yeo pulled goalie Martin Jones to give his club a sixth attacker. The 
move paid off as Kevin Hayes blasted home a goal. 
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Yeo is also 2 for 2 in coach's challenges. Solid in-game decision-making 
by the interim head coach so far. 

However, the Flyers' threat of a comeback was extinguished eight and a 
half minutes later when Phillip Danault scored Los Angeles' fifth goal. 

• Jones, who was 3-0-0 with 91 saves on 99 shots in his past three starts, 
allowed five goals on 33 shots. 

When did Jones feel the game went sideways on the Flyers? 

"First shift I guess," Jones said. "No, I don't know. I thought we played all 
right for a lot of the game. Giving up a couple of early goals is tough to 
come back from." 

Kings netminder Jonathan Quick entered with a 2.33 goals-against 
average and .923 save percentage. The two-time Stanley Cup champion 
was strong with 34 saves, improving to 11-3-1 lifetime against the Flyers. 

• Over the last two seasons, Farabee has 30 goals in 80 games. 

The 21-year-old winger scored the Flyers' first-period goal, giving him 10 
markers on the season after he put up a team-leading 20 last season. 

Farabee, who also had an assist on Ivan Provorov's third-period goal, 
was the Flyers' best player Saturday night and led the team in ice time 
(22:38). 

Cam Atkinson factored into all three of the Flyers' goals as he finished 
with three helpers. 

• The Flyers wrap up their trip Tuesday with the matchup against the 
Ducks (10 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Carter Hart, Scott Laughton and Derick Brassard have exited the NHL's 
COVID protocol and will join the team in Anaheim, California. 

"The guys that we're missing definitely bring a lot to our lineup," Farabee 
said. "Getting Laughts, Brass and of course Hartsy back I think is going 
to be huge for our team." 

All three, along with Sean Couturier (upper body, injured reserve), 
haven't played on the trip. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Powered by a tenacious forecheck, the Flames keep 
rolling after outbreak 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 2, 2022, 11:29 PM 

 

More shots than a New Year’s Eve party. 

That’s how the Calgary Flames celebrated their first game of 2022, taking 
a club record 26 shots on goal in a second period Sunday that put on 
display exactly how Darryl Sutter’s team wants — and needs — to play. 

While some still mistake their game as being “defence-first,” the true 
calling card of this club is a tenacious forecheck that, when fully 
engaged, keeps the opposition on its heels in its own zone. 

Mission accomplished Sunday, giving the Flames a 5-1 win in Chicago 
for their second straight victory since the team emerged from its shocking 
Covid break. 

The ability to rest and recharge through a 19-day break in action due to 
Omicron should continue to serve the team well. 

“I think the second period just showed how we can play when we’re 
playing good hockey and have a lot of shots and create a lot of chances,” 
said Elias Lindholm, whose power-play goal smack dab in the middle of 
the second-period onslaught of shots proved to be the winner after 
snapping a 1-1 tie. “It was obviously a fun period to be a part of and we 
want to see more of that. 

“The first period was slow from our side and we talked about it in 
between periods, that we need to come out better and get our game in 
order and play the way we used to.” 

All four lines, including Lindholm’s all-world top unit, have been hellbent 
on making life miserable for opponents in their end of the ice by 
completing checks, taking away time and space, and turning forced 
turnovers into scoring opportunities. 

On this night the Flames created 30 scoring chances (to the Hawks’ 16) 
at 5-on-5, adding up to 42 shots on Arvid Soderblom, who did well to 
keep the score close until the final few minutes of his first NHL start. 

“For sure, I think when a lot of guys are good on the forecheck, and when 
everyone is on the same page, that’s usually how it goes,” said Lindholm 
of a 26-shot period matched only by a Flames outing from 1986. 

“Guys are hard on the forecheck and relentless and from there we have a 
lot of chances and create a lot.” 

Of course, it helps when one of the NHL’s best playmakers is on top of 
his game, as Johnny Gaudreau set up two more goals before scoring 
one himself. 

It says plenty about how the Flames have pieced together the highest 
winning percentage in the Pacific division when a star like Gaudreau has 
his second-straight three-point outing overshadowed by a full, team effort 
that saw all but two Flames record shots on goal. 

“The only thing we know about our schedule is that we play in two days 
again, so you’re really trying to get everybody back to speed,” said 
Sutter, whose club is slated for three games in four nights starting 
Tuesday against a Murderer’s Row of road games against the Panthers, 
Lightning and Hurricanes. 

“And it’s not easy, so you have to rely on everybody. Everybody reacted 
different to the virus, so you’ve got to manage your way through it as a 
team and play smart.” 

Rewarded for their 12 shots on goal, all three members of the Flames' 
top line scored, including Matthew Tkachuk who tied the game shortly 
after Alex DeBrincat opened the scoring in the first. 

But this game was about a cast of characters including Dillon Dube, 
whose speed drew the penalty that led to Lindholm’s goal. Dube’s wheels 
also sprung him on a breakaway that forced Kirby Dach to haul him 
down, resulting in a penalty shot Dube was stopped on. 

Mikael Backlund spearheaded the team’s perfect penalty kill, also adding 
a pair of breakaways he was unable to convert. 

Jacob Markstrom made several timely stops as part of a 30-save effort, 
and Trevor Lewis scored a shorthanded goal that put the team up 3-1 in 
the second. 

He also had a big blocked shot late in the game, moments before Oliver 
Kylington’s empty netter put the visitors up 4-1. Another patented 
Gaudreau top-shelfer over Soderblom’s glove punctuated the win. 

“You could definitely feel the momentum change out there and it’s fun to 
play like that,” said Lewis of the second-period turnaround. 

“We started moving our feet and getting in there and putting it behind 
their defencemen and that’s when we go on the forecheck. We turn a lot 
of pucks over when we get down there and we kind of feed off that.” 

The Flames' next stop is Sunrise, Fla, where the storyline won’t be 
dominated anymore by Sam Bennett’s first chance to play against his 
former team. 
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Bennett lost that opportunity when he was suspended three games for an 
illegal hit to the head of Canadiens forward Cedric Paquette Saturday. 

It’s a shame, as Bennett’s rebirth in Florida is something Flames fans 
have been watching closely. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Still underrated by some, Connor delivers for Jets in the 
clutch again 

 

ken-wiebe headshotKen Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

January 3, 2022, 12:00 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Underrated. 

It’s a word that can occasionally be overused in the world of sports, but in 
the case of Winnipeg Jets sniper Kyle Connor, the shoe — or the skate 
— still fits. 

And when you look at the body of work for evidence, it remains a head-
scratcher that one of the most prolific goal scorers in the league since he 
became an NHL regular still might not be a household name outside of 
the market he plays in. 

Make no mistake, his contributions are valued by his teammates — and 
respected by plenty of his opponents — but he simply doesn’t carry the 
type of cache that should be attached to a guy who currently sits tied for 
fourth in the NHL in goals with Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers 
and Chris Kreider of the New York Rangers. 

Connor delivered his 19th of the NHL season in dramatic fashion on 
Sunday afternoon, finding some space on an odd-man rush during three-
on-three and snapping a shot past former teammate Laurent Brossoit, 
allowing the Jets to depart T-Mobile Arena with a 5-4 overtime triumph 
over the Vegas Golden Knights. 

“Underrated is probably the word I would use,” said Jets interim head 
coach Dave Lowry. “I don’t think he gets enough respect throughout the 
league for the type of player that he is. Yes, he does score the game-
winner, but if you’re watching in the third period, he’s also shutting down 
a couple of plays defensively by tracking back real hard into the back of 
the ice and giving us the opportunity to win a hockey game.” 

The raw numbers continue to be staggering. 

Connor is up to 150 goals in 336 NHL games and 28 of those are game-
winners. 

If you need someone to step up at a critical time, Connor is often ready to 
answer that call. 

“I owe him $500 for the game-winner, that’s for sure,” said Jets 
defenceman Nate Schmidt. “KC is a guy who can open up the game 
anytime, and it’s always fun to have those types of players on your team 
that can do that. All it takes is one. 

“To have that type of danger, to have that type of threat… as a 
defenceman you always have to know where he’s at. That three on three 
is tailor made for a guy who has speed and can get up and make a play. 
It’s awesome. I will happily be paying him.” 

It was the first game in two full weeks for the Jets and this one featured a 
full-on variety pack of emotions for a team playing for the third time since 
Lowry replaced Paul Maurice. 

There were the expected signs of rust, as puck management was at the 
root of the Jets falling behind 2-0 on goals from Michael Amadio and 
Evgenii Dadonov. 

Rather than wilt against the team leading the Pacific Division despite 
missing several key cogs for an extended period of time, the Jets showed 
some resolve, getting goals 20 seconds apart early in the second period 
to pull even. 

Those goal scorers represented two players looking to make the most of 
an enhanced opportunity. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

There was Jansen Harkins, up on a line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and 
Connor, making a nifty individual effort and showcasing his skill and shot 
to slip past Chandler Stephenson and find a lane to sneak his wrister 
through traffic. 

Then there was Kristian Reichel, in just his second game with the Jets, 
riding shotgun with Adam Lowry and Andrew Copp and taking advantage 
of a turnover to bury his first NHL goal. 

“Feelings were unreal. I don’t know what to say,” said Reichel. “I was told 
to be a shooter and I just tried to put it on the net. I picked the corner 
there and just closed my eyes there. It was a little bit lucky.” 

Luck aside, the Jets' first four goals — including a nifty redirection by 
Paul Stastny and a power play marker by Copp from the blue paint — 
were all examples of the types of goals the team is looking to score more 
of. 

This isn’t about asking the Jets not to utilize the skill, it’s about also 
having the ability (and willingness) to get to the dirty areas where the 
majority of goals are scored when the stakes get higher. 

“Yeah. It’s always been our focal point, creating offence, creating so 
much havoc,” said Connor. “It’s tough for their goaltender to read the 
play, and that’s the majority of why we want to get there.” 

The other important development for the Jets was that, despite losing 
fourth-line centre David Gustafsson late in the first period with a lower-
body injury (a different injury than the one that knocked him out of a 
game on Dec. 17), Winnipeg got production throughout the lineup. 

Each of the three lines that took a regular shift scored in regulation and 
the power play notched a marker as well. 

No, this was not a defensive clinic, as the Jets allowed 46 shots on goal 
— including 22 in the first period. 

Despite allowing an extra-attacker goal with 8.1 seconds remaining and 
failing to hold a two-goal lead in the third period when Mattias Janmark 
scored twice, the Jets got another strong performance from Connor 
Hellebuyck and ultimately found a way to secure the extra point during 
three-on-three. 

For a team scratching and clawing to get back above the playoff line in 
the Western Conference, starting a three-game road trip with a victory 
was the only thing that really mattered. 

By improving to 15-11-5, the Jets are up three points behind the Oilers 
while holding a game in hand. 

It was a special afternoon for Schmidt and Stastny, popular members of 
the Golden Knights that were playing for the first time in Sin City since 
being traded during the off-season of 2020 — Schmidt to the Vancouver 
Canucks and Stastny to the Jets. 

The Golden Knights played a video message during a stoppage in play 
and, judging by the looks on their respective faces, you could tell the 
gesture was appreciated by Schmidt (who played 196 games for Vegas 
over three seasons and 47 more in the playoffs) and Stastny (121 games 
for Vegas over two seasons and 21 more in the playoffs). 
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“I spent some good years and had a lot of fun. This city means a lot to 
me. It was special,” said Schmidt, an original member of the misfits team 
that reached the Stanley Cup final in 2018. “Paul and I talked about it 
before the game, it was really cool to see people out and about, signs 
and jerseys and such. You go through a lot with a city like our first year, 
everything that we went through. 

“Some of those things you can’t really rewind on, they’re always a part of 
you. Like I said, it was a really good reception. Happy that we were on 
the good side of things. I had some jitters, especially in the first period, 
but it was fun. There’s a lot of things going on in that game. Fans got 
their money’s worth.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 12 key NHL storylines to watch for in 2022, on and off the 
ice 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

January 2, 2022, 9:13 AM 

 

After looking like we might just make it out of 2021 on the upswing, a late 
run of postponements, rising case numbers and a new variant has thrust 
a fresh thorn into our collective side. 

And as we leave behind this tumultuous, unpredictable year, that final 
turn leaves plenty of questions on the table for what the hockey world will 
look like in 2022. Those hazy ones come alongside the more familiar 
questions we usually have on the lighthearted stuff — the records, 
awards and championship dreams. And then there's the larger question 
of all that has been exposed about hockey's flawed culture over these 
recent years, and what steps will be taken to find genuine progress, to 
make real change. 

All that considered, here's a look at our top NHL storylines to watch for in 
2022: 

What impact will the COVID-19 pandemic have on the NHL in 2022? 

For the third straight season, the NHL has seen its campaign disrupted 
by the unending unpredictability of the pandemic. First came the 
suspended (and later restarted) 2019-20 season, then the realigned 
2020-21. Now, after a fairly normal start to 2021-22, a new highly 
transmissible variant has led to rising case numbers and a rash of 
postponed games. 

While the hope is the pandemic subsides slowly and steadily over the 
next year, it’s impossible to know what exactly the situation will look like. 
And with NHL players more immersed in the public than they were a year 
ago, it’s unclear what impact the pandemic will continue to have on the 
league and the need to hit pause if the risk of spreading the virus 
becomes too great. 

So, where will that leave us by the end of 2021-22 — will the current 
campaign stretch a full 82 games, or will the interruption we’re currently 
seeing force another on-the-fly adjustment to the season? How many 
fans will be permitted to safely fill arenas by the time that final game of 
the year rolls around? Amid a season that seemed to be a return to 
normalcy, only to become a reminder that we aren’t out of the woods yet, 
will 2022-23 be the cookie-cutter, 82-game season of familiarity we’d 
hoped for? 

Beyond the basic structure of this season and the next, there’s also the 
question of how the league’s financial situation will be affected by the 
pandemic’s continued impact. In December, commissioner Gary Bettman 

said he believed the salary cap would continue to rise by $1 million each 
year moving forward and would spike again a few seasons after this 
current one. Does the new string of postponements and revenues lost in 
attendance restrictions change that prediction? 

Sportsnet's Bold Predictions for 2022 

With the new year on the horizon, we're putting our boldest predictions 
for 2022 on the record. Find the latest as they're  

Coming off two years of altered playoff pictures, what exactly will we see 
from the 2022 post-season? 

The 2020 iteration was the most significant format divergence brought on 
by the pandemic, the league opting for a 24-team tournament with a 
Qualifying Round, played in two hub cities. Last year’s marked a return to 
the traditional 16-team tourney with best-of-seven series, but one that 
featured four realigned divisions to deal with cross-border travel 
restrictions. 

Given what’s transpired throughout the league over the past few weeks, 
a post-season that seemed set to be a simple affair has become far more 
complicated. If circumstances force the league to wrap the season before 
hitting a full 82 games, how does determining the rightful entrants affect 
the format — does another Qualifying Round come into play? With 
games recently postponed due to complications around cross-border 
travel, will we see realignment or an altered format that takes travel 
restrictions into account? 

At some point down the line, this will all be history. But for now, the new 
normal is waiting to see what changes the pandemic forces, and how the 
league adjusts. Hopefully 2022 is the last year in which that’s the case. 

Who goes to Beijing for the Olympic men’s hockey tournament? 

After a summer of excitement at the prospect of a Team Canada squad 
led by Sidney Crosby, Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon, the 
Olympic men’s hockey tournament was dealt a significant blow with the 
news that NHL players won’t be in attendance. The big-league best-on-
best dreams have been dashed for another four years. But that leads to 
another handful of questions. 

With only a month to go before the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing 
begin, who is called upon to fill out the men’s squads that would’ve been 
chock full of NHL all-stars? Do established-but-teamless veterans like 
Eric Staal and Tuukka Rask go the Olympic route with that lane now 
open, or focus on getting back to the big leagues? (That option seems 
more likely for the former than the latter, with Rask seeming likely to 
return to the Bruins). 

And what will the interest level among fans look like in the wake of a 
2018 Pyeongchang tournament similarly without NHL-calibre names, and 
after months of expecting to see the biggest stars in the sport taking the 
ice for their countries? 

On the other side of that coin, what does the league do for the host of 
disgruntled NHL stars who are seeing their chance at international glory 
slip through their fingers once again? 

Said McDavid recently of the NHL withdrawing from Olympic 
participation: "The whole thing is so disappointing. It's hard to really put 
into words what I think a lot of guys are feeling, especially the guys that 
haven't gotten to go before. Now, we're missing it for the second time in a 
row. We can't dwell on it. 

“We do have to find a way to get a best-on-best tournament at some 
point here. We can't go six, seven, eight years without playing best-on-
best.” 

The last World Cup of Hockey was held in 2016 in Toronto. With the 
Olympics out of the picture, do we see new World Cup plans hammered 
out in 2022? 

The best Big Reads of 2021 
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As 2021 reaches its end, we're reflecting on the stories that shaped our 
year. Here are some of our favourite Big Reads from the last 12 months. 

| From hockey in south Texas to dressing room playlists, here are our 
editors' picks. 

Will the Canucks continue their unlikely march to the playoffs? 

No club saw its momentum halted as abruptly by the league’s recent 
pause than the Canucks, who’ve gone on a tear in the wake of a 
coaching change that saw Travis Green ousted and Bruce Boudreau 
handed the reins. 

The ‘Bruce There It Is’ era in Vancouver has amounted to seven wins in 
eight games since Boudreau’s arrival. The club sat at 8-15-2 when the 
former Capitals, Ducks and Wild coach arrived, with the Canucks well out 
of the playoff picture at the time. Now, they’re up to 15-15-3, and just a 
few points away from a wild-card spot. 

A march from the conference basement back into the playoff picture 
would be no small feat — we only have to look as far back as the St. 
Louis Blues in 2019 to get a sense of how a run like that can galvanize a 
team, and the Canucks seem to have enough raw talent to do something 
unpredictable if everything falls their way. 

With the Canucks resuming play, and finally enduring their first loss 
under Boudreau, can they pick up where they left off and continue their 
resurgent climb up the standings? 

Will anyone be able to end the Oilers’ Art Ross reign? 

The Edmonton Oilers’ two-headed monster has wreaked havoc on the 
scoring race over the past half-decade, with Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl claiming four of the past five Art Ross trophies (three for 
McDavid, one for Draisaitl). They’ve snagged the past two consecutively, 
and currently sit first (McDavid) and second (Draaisaitl) in league scoring 
this season. 

The only player who’s been able to interrupt that stretch is Nikita 
Kucherov, who put up an absurd 128 points in 2018-19, but the Russian 
phenom has been sidelined with injury this year, taking him out of the 
equation. Alex Ovechkin is the closest to the Oilers duo at the moment, 
sitting a handful of points behind the pair, with Steven Stamkos, Nazem 
Kadri and Jonathan Huberdeau close behind. 

Will one of the two Oilers pivots claim the league’s scoring crown for the 
third straight year — and the fifth time in the past six seasons? And, 
more importantly, will Edmonton be able to turn that regular-season 
scoring dominance into some form of meaningful post-season progress? 

How close will Ovechkin get to Gretzky’s goal-scoring record in 2022? 

Speaking of Ovechkin, with the Washington Capitals captain having 
claimed his Stanley Cup and enough Rocket Richard trophies to cement 
his legacy as one of the best to ever take the ice in the NHL, the focus on 
the Russian sniper has shifted to one thing and one thing alone: The 
Great Eight’s pursuit of The Great One. 

As it currently stands, Ovechkin sits at 752 career goals, good for fourth-
most all-time, and 152 back of Wayne Gretzky’s all-time mark, 894. 
Depending on where you fall in your belief of Ovechkin’s historic skill, 
he’s either got a strong chance of topping Gretzky’s mark, or it’s 
inevitable. Either way, the question for No. 8 each year for the next few 
will be how close he manages to get to that lofty total. 

The general line of thinking was that if Ovechkin (now 36 years old) could 
keep up a 20-goal pace for his twilight years, maybe he’d stick around 
long enough to do it. But he already has 22 goals just 32 games into the 
season, putting him on pace for just shy of 60 goals by the season’s end 
(if the pandemic allows for a full 82 games). 

If he gets to 60 this season — an unrealistic hypothetical for some, 
maybe, but the nine-time Rocket Richard winner’s topped out at 65 
before and has hit 50 seven other times — that would move Ovechkin’s 

all-time total to 790, good for third all-time behind only Gretzky and 
Gordie Howe, and just 104 behind the top spot. 

Will Ovechkin slow down and (somehow) land closer to 30 by the end of 
the 2021-22 season, keeping the doubt alive? Or hit 50 or 60 goals and 
make it all but inevitable that he claims the throne within the next few 
seasons? 

Will the contenders finally contend? 

The hierarchy of quality clubs in the NHL has shaken out fairly clearly 
over the past couple seasons, at least on paper. The Bolts have looked 
the part and have made good on that potential with rings and banners. 
Past that, we’ve seen a few clubs look like bona fide contenders for years 
now, but continue to come up short of a real run. 

We’re a half-decade into the Toronto Maple Leafs putting together 
progressively more regular-season promise, only to be ousted in the first 
round of the post-season. The Colorado Avalanche have made it as far 
as the second round in each of the past three years, but even that has 
seemed a meagre result given they boast one of the game’s undeniable 
best in Nathan MacKinnon, and a spoil of riches when it comes to the 
rest of their talent up front and on the back end. The Golden Knights 
have looked close since they first came into existence, and they’ve only 
added more all-stars to their roster with each passing year — that’s led 
them to back-to-back trips to the third round the past two years, but 
there’s a sense they’ve left progress on the table. 

All three appear to have new reason for belief in 2022. The Maple Leafs 
reeled off a string of 15 wins in 17 games from late October to early 
December, and have seen their star pivot blossom into a Rocket Richard 
Trophy winner. The Avalanche have a career-best season from Kadri to 
add to the mix, the depth centre currently sitting fifth in league scoring 
and piling up points faster than he ever has. And the Golden Knights, 
who’ve added all-stars like Mark Stone and Alex Pietrangelo in recent 
years, will throw Jack Eichel into the mix at some point in 2022, just for 
good measure. 

The potential is there for all three — is 2022 the year we see one of 
these contenders take the next step and go on a deep run, if not win it 
all? 

Can the Bolts claim the elusive three-peat and cement dynasty status? 

Coming off back-to-back Cup wins, the Lightning — whose 47 points are 
tied for tops in the league at the moment — remain well-stocked, well-
coached and very capable of running it back. But that three-peat is a 
tough mountain to climb, even for the best of teams. 

The last club to get a crack at it was the Pittsburgh Penguins, who went 
back-to-back in 2016 and 2017 — they fell in the second in round the 
next year, to the eventual Cup winners. The Red Wings won in ’97 and 
’98, and then similarly fell in the second round one year later. Before that, 
it was the Pens again in ’91 and ’92, and again a second-round exit a 
year later. 

All of those squads were just as star-studded as these Bolts — that 
recent iteration of the Pens led by Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, the older 
group by Mario Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr, while those Red Wings had 
Steve Yzerman and Nicklas Lidstrom doing their thing — but they 
couldn’t claim that elusive third ring. 

The last squad to put together a three-year reign over the league was the 
New York Islanders, their early '80s run spanning four straight seasons, 
cementing them as an undeniable dynasty (Gretzky’s late-'80s Oilers 
couldn’t get the three-peat either, but earned dynasty status with a 
decent four Cups over five years). 

There’s something special about these Bolts, that much is clear. Now, 
the question is whether they can separate themselves from the other 
back-to-backers and make even more history in 2022, moving from an 
elite present day champ to a bona fide dynasty. 

On the far other end of the spectrum are the Ottawa Senators, Montreal 
Canadiens, and Arizona Coyotes — the three clubs occupying the 
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bottom three spots in the league standings. With the halfway mark of the 
2021-22 season approaching, the focus for the trio is likely already 
directed at the 2022 NHL Draft and likely No. 1 pick Shane Wright, the 
Kingston Frontenacs centreman who’s put up 30 points through 22 
games in the OHL so far this season. 

All three clubs would be intriguing landing spots for the Burlington, Ont., 
native. 

In Ottawa, a slowly but steadily growing crop of blue-chip talent has the 
Senators faithful seeing promise on the horizon, even if it isn’t quite here 
yet. Adding Wright to a group highlighted by Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle 
and Thomas Chabot — not to mention a number of other talented young 
pieces — would line up perfectly with where Ottawa’s at now and where 
they hope to be a couple years down the line. 

Montreal, meanwhile, finds itself in a devastating position just months 
after making a grand return to the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in 
nearly three decades. That progress was all but wiped out by the loss of 
a long list of key contributors up and down the lineup. The only hope now 
is that Jeff Gorton brings the same luck he had in New York and lands 
Montreal a lottery pick in 2022. 

And then there’s Arizona, mired again in endless arena issues, with a few 
other controversies in the not-so-distant past. After following up a rare 
playoff appearance with another post-season miss in 2021, the Coyotes 
find themselves once again treading water. They need direction, and 
excitement — two things a No. 1 pick could help bring to the desert. 

Where will the Coyotes play in 2022? What happens with the Flames’ 
arena plans? 

On that Coyotes’ arena note, there’s a key question there that will need 
to be answered in 2022 — where will the team play after this current 
season? The City of Glendale is terminating the team’s Gila River Arena 
lease after the 2021-22 campaign — the Coyotes say they’re committed 
to keeping the team in Arizona, but where exactly that will be is unclear. 
Do they find a new building to call home, or does relocation come into 
play? 

And if the league goes down the latter route, will it be Houston, Quebec 
City, or somewhere else altogether? 

Elsewhere in the arena world, the Flames have their own situation to sort 
out — after years of tumult to get a plan for a new arena inked, and an 
agreement finally coming to fruition two years ago, construction on the 
club’s new venue was set to begin in 2022. Instead, the plan has hit yet 
another snag, with the team appearing to have withdrawn from the 
agreement due to rising costs and disagreements with the city about who 
should take on those costs. 

Will the two sides return to the table and find a way to salvage the plans 
for a new arena in Calgary, or is the deal truly dead? If it’s the latter, a 
new long-term plan will need to be sorted out for the Flames, whose 
current building ranks as the second-oldest in the league. 

The Canucks are searching for the next GM after bringing aboard Jim 
Rutherford as president of hockey operations. The same goes for the 
Montreal Canadiens, who brought in Jeff Gorton as vice president of 
hockey operations. Both veteran managers are filling the GM role for the 
time being, but have spoken openly about the search for their eventual 
long-term replacements. 

The Anaheim Ducks and Chicago Blackhawks currently have interim 
managers running things after disturbing situations came to light 
regarding both organizations — longtime GM Bob Murray resigned from 
the former due to an investigation into allegations of verbal abuse 
directed at players and staff, while Stan Bowman resigned from the latter 
after the conclusion of an investigation into sexual assault allegations 
made against former assistant coach Brad Aldrich, and the club’s failure 
to properly address those allegations. 

Who fills those latter two roles, where new leadership is crucially needed, 
will be an essential question. As for the roles in Vancouver and Montreal, 

both Rutherford and Gorton have spoken about their desire to make their 
front offices more diverse, to bring new perspectives to their 
organizations. Which direction will the two veteran executives ultimately 
go when all is said and done? 

Will we see genuine, tangible change in the culture of the game? 

It’s been a brutal year for the hockey community. After a tumultuous 2020 
that saw BIPOC players around the game implore the hockey world to 
meaningful address systemic racism in the sport, the spotlight continued 
to shine on hockey culture’s deep flaws in 2021. The trauma that Kyle 
Beach was forced to endure, and the failure by so many who had the 
opportunity to protect him, or at the very least speak up once they 
became aware of the situation, stands as a poignant indicator of where 
the culture of the sport is at. 

After two years of seeing these problems begin to be laid bare, the 
question remains: What will be done to meaningfully address these 
flaws? 

In December, Kim Davis — the NHL’s executive vice president of social 
impact, growth initiatives and legislative affairs — outlined an extensive 
plan to Gary Bettman, Bill Daly and other key decision-makers on how to 
move forward. It was “unanimously endorsed” by the group, according to 
the commissioner. Part of that plan involves the league partnering with 
Sheldon Kennedy’s Respect Group, with all NHL personnel set to receive 
training from the Group on how to prevent bullying, discrimination, 
harassment, sexual abuse, substance abuse, suicide and violence. 

That training will begin in March 2022, according to Davis, to be 
completed by the end of the season. It’s a start, but there’s much to be 
done before real progress can be judged. Among all the on-ice stories 
we’ll be watching for in 2022, the most important ones will be those off 
the ice, and what tangible steps forward we see from the NHL and the 
sport at large. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks start the new year with meaningful wins, both on 
and off the ice 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 2, 2022, 2:44 AM 

 

The Vancouver Canucks are way ahead of everyone on the new year. 
Way ahead on the happy part, too. 

The National Hockey League team changed calendars on Dec. 5 when 
coach Bruce Boudreau took over the struggling Canucks, who were 8-15-
2 and nine points out of a playoff spot. 

The team couldn’t possibly be as bad as it showed in the first quarter. But 
nobody in their right mind, including anyone inside the organization, 
envisioned the Canucks could be as good as they’ve looked since. 

Saturday’s 5-2 road win against the Seattle Kraken lifted Vancouver’s 
record to 8-0-1 under Boudreau – 17 out of 18 points – and brought the 
Canucks within two points of the Western Conference’s final playoff spot, 
albeit with fewer games remaining than their rivals. 

Their performance at Climate Pledge Arena, and especially a dominant 
first period in which the Canucks built a 2-0 lead and were never much 
threatened after that, was significant because it followed Vancouver’s 
poorest game under Boudreau: Thursday’s 2-1 shootout loss when the 
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team needed backup goalie Jaroslav Halak to steal a point against the 
Los Angeles Kings. 

Against the Kraken, the Canucks got goals from throughout their Covid-
weakened lineup. Rookie Vasily Podkolzin and sophomore Nils 
Hogander scored in the opening period, and Tyler Motte and Conor 
Garland scored in the third before Tanner Pearson capped the win with 
an empty-netter. 

“When you can get all four lines scoring, that’s music to a coach’s ears,” 
Boudreau told reporters during his post-game Zoom availability. “It 
makes it difficult for other teams to play against you when everybody’s 
scoring.” 

Jan. 1: Preaching patience with Petey 

Forward Jason Dickinson on Saturday became the fourth Canuck in 
COVID-19 protocol, joining teammates Justin Dowling, Brock Boeser and 
Phil di Giuseppe. 

Having decided to fly home from L.A. and then travel to Seattle on game 
day, Boudreau dressed a lineup of 11 forwards and seven defencemen. 
But he said after the game that at one point as many as five players and 
staff were expected to go into protocol before a series of negative tests 
erased all the positives except Dickinson’s. 

“It’s a little new to me,” Boudreau said of the pre-game uncertainty. “The 
whole day was a little crazy. When you have so many changes 
potentially to make, it gets a little wild out there.” 

Gordie Howe hat trick 

Pearson doesn’t fight much, but he is an old-school kind of player and on 
Saturday manufactured an old-school kind of hat trick by having a goal, 
assist and fight against the Kraken. Those achievements came in reverse 
order. 

Pearson stepped up to fight Carson Soucy at 5:12 of the opening period 
after the six-foot-five defenceman dangerously hit the five-foot-eight 
Garland along the boards a second after the puck left the area. Pearson, 
who has had only five fights in nine NHL seasons, drew a second assist 
on Garland’s goal that made it 4-2 at 11:29 of the third period, before 
scoring his empty-netter with 2:17 remaining. 

“Starting my career off, I'd probably have put more money on myself to 
get a hat trick before a Gordie Howe,” Pearson said. “But at the end of 
the day, to be able to say you did it, it’s pretty cool.” 

The 29-year-old winger, whom critics felt enjoyed privileged status under 
previous coach Travis Green, is earning 17:22 of nightly ice time under 
Boudreau and has seven points in nine games since the coaching 
change. 

The new mighty Quinn 

We get it. Coaches will do everything they can to support their top 
players, trying to pump up their confidence and make them believe the 
boss has their back. But even amid this culture, what Boudreau said 
about Canucks defenceman Quinn Hughes after the morning skate was 
noteworthy. 

The 22-year-old has been playing at a Norris-calibre clip for most of this 
season, and especially since Boudreau took over, by filling out his game 
and proving he is more than just an undersized offensive defenceman. 

“First, he's extremely competitive; he wants to be the best,” Boudreau 
said when asked for his four-week assessment on Hughes. “That's a 
great trait and all stars have it. They want to be No. 1; they look around 
the league and see what other guys are doing (and) they want to be 
better than them. Second thing I noticed is how much poise he has in all 
situations. Third, he could be the best passer this side of Nic Backstrom 
that I've seen. Some of the passes that he's put on the tape, I have to 
shake my head. He is such a good passer. 

"Everything you heard about him, I think he's been better than 
advertised. I think the sky's the limit. He's still young, he's going to get 
better.” 

After being embarrassed last season to finish minus-24, Hughes vowed 
to be better defensively and so far this season has jacked up his shots-
for percentage to 54.4 while playing so well at five-on-five that Vancouver 
has outscored opponents 25-18 with Hughes on the ice. And he’s still 
pouring in points, amassing 28 in 33 games. 

There has been so much mental stress and fear, physical loss and 
personal sacrifice during the pandemic that everyone hopes 2022 will be 
better. To start the year, Canucks trainer Brian (Red) Hamilton shared an 
incredible story about a random act of kindness that he says may have 
saved his life. 

During the team’s first visit to Seattle, for the Kraken’s inaugural home 
game on Oct. 23, a Seattle fan knocked on the glass behind the 
Canucks’ bench to get his attention, and showed the assistant equipment 
trainer a message on her phone: “The mole on the back of your neck is 
cancer.” 

Hamilton later checked with Canucks’ medical staff, who also were 
concerned, and it was determined that the mole was a Phase 2 
malignant melanoma. Hamilton had it removed. 

“She saved my life,” Hamilton told reporters on Saturday. “She didn’t take 
me out of a burning car. . . but she took me out of a slow fire. The words 
out of the doctor’s mouth were if I ‘ignored that for four or five years, I 
wouldn’t be here.’” 

He wanted to thank the fan on Saturday when the Canucks returned to 
Seattle, but had little idea who she was. So, through the Canucks’ social 
media channels, Hamilton sent out a message before the game telling 
his story and asking for help locating the woman. The message 
eventually reached the fan, a 22-year-old aspiring medical student 
named Nadia Popovici. 

Hamilton thanked her with a hug before the game, and it was announced 
inside Climate Pledge Arena during a television timeout that the Canucks 
and Kraken were jointly contributing $10,000 US towards medical school 
for Popovici. 

“I’m so in shock,” Popovici said. “They have no idea what this money 
means to me. 

“I’m just so happy that he has gotten it removed. Hopefully, he lives a 
very, very long life.” 

Happy New Year, everyone. 
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