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Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter coming through for the Canes when it matters most 

By Chip Alexander 

It would be easy to explain away Nino Niederreiter’s 
consistent offensive production this season for the Carolina 
Hurricanes as a product of being in a contract year. 

Or that he has been on a line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen. (Who couldn’t put up points playing with those 
two?) 

Or that the Hurricanes are one of the NHL’s best teams this 
season, and Niederreiter is riding that wave. 

In truth, all of that has contributed to Niederreiter’s strong 
play. The winger has been the power forward on the Aho line 
of late, a physical forechecker who has allowed Aho and 
Teravainen the space to make plays and find offensive 
openings while benefiting from the Finns’ skill. 

“For me personally it’s just been going day by day and not 
trying to think too far ahead,” Niederreiter said Monday. 
“Obviously it’s a contract year and obviously you want to try 
and play the best hockey you can play. But I think I’ve 
proved enough in this league what I can do and what I’m 
capable of doing. I’m just trying to work as hard as I can and 
go from there.” 

Solid start to the NHL season 

Niederreiter, 29, had a decent start to the season, with three 
goals in the first seven games. Then came a setback: a 
lower-body injury against the Chicago Blackhawks on Oct. 
29 that kept him out six games. 

But in his 18 games since returning to the lineup, he has 
seven goals and seven assists — four of the goals in the 
past four games. He has been a lurker around the opposing 
net, using his 6-2, 218-pound frame to bang bodies and 
battle for position. 

In the Canes’ 7-4 comeback win Saturday at Columbus, 
Niederreiter tied the score 4-4 in the third period when the 
puck hit a stanchion on the glass behind the Blue Jackets net 
and bounced directly to him in the slot. That came after a 
shift during which Niederreiter had two good offensive looks 
and attempts. 

“I had a nice chance and hit the crossbar, which could have 
gone in as well,” he said. “You’ve just got to stay with it and I 
was very fortunate I got that bounce and had a chance to put 
it home.” 

Since being traded to the Canes by Minnesota in January 
2019, Niederreiter has had stretches where he has been 
productive. He also has had puzzling stretches when he 
didn’t get the bounces or couldn’t finish around the net, 
notably in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But he’s in a nice groove now. 

“The puck’s going in and that’s how he always seems to get 
engaged,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. “It’s 
been good timing, too. Some of his goals have been huge.” 

‘Productive on any line’ 

And playing with Aho and Teravainen? How much has that 
helped? 

“I think he’s good on any line,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t 
think he has more success with anyone. If you watch, it’s 
anybody he gets out there with, the way he plays. He’s big 
and heavy and he hangs on to pucks. 

“We also know he can score. When he gets an opportunity, 
he’s one guy who can finish.” 

That’s why the Canes wanted him, trading center Victor Rask 
to the Wild in a one-for-one trade on Jan. 17, 2019. 
Niederreiter, whose contract pays an an average of $5.25 
million a year, had fallen out of favor with former Minnesota 
coach Bruce Boudreau and the Wild moved him. 

There was an immediate return. Niederreiter had 14 goals 
and 16 assists in 30 games with Carolina, helping push the 
Canes to their first playoff berth since 2009. After a spotty 
2019-20 season that was interrupted by the pandemic, he 
had 20 goals in the 56-game regular season in 2021, a nice 
bounce-back year. 

The downside: In 29 playoff games for the Canes, he has 
three goals and four assists, with a minus-7 plus/minus 
rating. 

Decisions to be made 

Niederreiter will be an unrestricted free agent after the 
season and will give Hurricanes management another 
decision to make. In an interesting twist, Niederreiter’s injury 
allowed rookie forward Seth Jarvis the chance to play and 
prove he was ready for the NHL at age 19. 

Niederreiter and center Vincent Trocheck both are due to be 
UFAs. Forward Martin Necas will be looking for a big 
contract and the Canes likely will look to re-sign forward 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who will be a restricted free agent. It 
should make for a busy time in the postseason — again. 

Niederreiter easily recalls the first few weeks after the trade 
from the Wild, when he didn’t know what to expect with his 
new team and new coach in a new city. 

“A trade is always tough,” he said. “I was there for five years 
and made a lot of friends and it was home. Even going back 
there now it’s still a little special. 

“But overall, I’m very happy and very fortunate to be here 
now. We have a great team and it’s all about winning and we 
definitely are building a winning culture here.” 
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How do the Hurricanes stack up as a Stanley Cup contender, by the numbers? 

By Sara Civian and Shayna Goldman  

We don’t know if you’ve heard, but the Hurricanes are good 
this season. Like, really, really good. 

They started out 9-0-0, which was obviously impressive. But 
surviving some post-streak mini-slumps on both ends of the 
ice was arguably more important. Through it all, a 
commitment to head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s process has 
been there almost every night.  

Sometimes a team won’t get rewarded for early-season buy-
in until the playoffs, but we’ve seen it pay off twice recently 
for the Canes. 

There was that one time they beat Detroit while playing two 
men short, with most of their stars in COVID-19 protocol.  

Then there was their last game, where they came back from 
a 4-0 deficit to beat the Blue Jackets 7-4 and somehow 
made it look fun. 

Now, they’re at the top of the league in multiple categories: a 
23-7-1 record, .758 point percentage, 23 ROW, the fewest 
goals allowed per game (2.13 average) and  the fewest shots 
allowed per game with 26.8. 

Like we said, they’re really, really good.  

But how good is good enough to win the Stanley Cup these 
days? If you close your eyes and picture the hypothetical 
team that will win the Cup in 2022, what do you see? 

“I see depth, I see special teams. I see specialty players 
making big plays at the right times,” Brind’Amour said. “Then 
I just see consistent play, like, all the top teams seem to play 
the same way. You can watch them for five minutes and you 
know exactly how their game is going to be. They don’t 
deviate. It’s a bunch of things, and it’s also staying healthy, 
too. I mean, you can’t have your best guys out of the lineup 
for the long stretches. It doesn’t work.” 

All of the above are solid barometers of where the 
Hurricanes are at. So is the use of a measuring stick, a tool 
Brind’Amour has used when the Canes have bowed out to 
the Lightning the past few seasons. 

We can take the measuring even further to assess where the 
2021-22 Hurricanes stack up to a contending team, thanks to 
the “Cup Checklist” The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn created. 
The checklist helps show a blueprint for what teams should 
be striving for based on 10 years of Stanley Cup champions. 

Basically, Luszczyszyn outlined values (with a range of one 
standard deviation in both directions) for each position, using 
Game Score Value Added, to create a checklist for 
contending: 

• Elite first-line center that’s among the very best players in 
the world. 

• Elite first-line winger to support the elite center. 

• Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two lines. 

• Top-line center to play behind the elite center. 

• Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle six. 

• Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

• A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him. 

• A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong second 
pair with the No. 2. 

• Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft minutes 
on the third pair. 

• A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

This isn’t as stringent as it may look; the left or right can be 
stronger on any given roster, and in some cases, a team 
makes up for a weakness with strengths elsewhere for 
balance. At the very least, it provides some sort of guide for 
what hopeful contenders can try to match up to.  

So for the Hurricanes, we have a projected playoff lineup 
based on the current roster. The fourth line is the one 
combination where we have a few options — whether it’s 
Jordan Martinook or Steven Lorentz on the left, or Jack Drury 
or Derek Stepan down the middle. And the values obviously 
shift based on which player slots in.  

Martinook (-.1) has a slightly lower projected value than 
Lorentz (.1) based on his last three seasons. Drury’s (-.1) 
rating only says so much because this value only highlights 
his couple of NHL games; GSVA is based on three seasons 
of play, but it only features NHL data. Either way, the fourth 
line checks off what it should for the average contender and 
rates in the league’s top 10.  

Moving up in the lineup, the third line fits right in with the 
“ideal” range. That takes us to the top-six. This is the area 
where last year’s team fell short — they had just two “high-
end” top-line wingers and none who would be considered 
“elite.” Andrei Svechnikov’s growth has taken him up to the 
“star” range. Between him and Sebastian Aho, Carolina has 
elite talent up front. With Teuvo Teravainen rounding out that 
line, they are exactly where they need to be, by the 
numbers.  

The second line, though, just falls short. Martin Necas is on 
the higher end for a right winger, but Nino Niederreiter 
projects on the lower deviation of the left. However, his high 
level of play this season does exceed that projection and 
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technically gets to match the blueprint. But in that same 
conversation comes players underperforming projections, 
which has happened with Trocheck down the middle.  

Niederreiter and Trocheck both missed significant time last 
postseason, though, so if they simply make it to playoffs for 
this run, it could give the team an automatic boost. Shifting 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to the middle could be an enticing option 
in the event of underperformance. Kotkaniemi has played 
well ever since the Canes moved him back to center, and he 
was solid last postseason with five goals for the Canadiens. 

Things could actually get dicey if the Hurricanes suffer any 
forward injuries. Teams obviously can’t predict this, but they 
have to have a backup plan. That’s what really proved costly 
last postseason for Carolina when players missed time last 
year, forcing a fourth-line-caliber player into the top-six.  

It puts an emphasis on depth, which Brett Pesce explained is 
something contending teams need to have. 

“I think the biggest thing is probably depth, and I definitely 
think that’s something we have this year,” Pesce said. 
“Especially with COVID and all, you kind of need everyone to 
get by, and when they’re called upon they need to produce. 
When we had all those guys out with COVID, you saw our 
guys in the American League come up and step up huge. I 
think you need that to make a deep playoff run.” 

The forward group aligns well enough with the “average 
contender,” and right now, ranks fifth in the league according 
to the model. But there’s still room for improvement — 
whether it can come from within, maybe with their younger 
skaters continuing to grow and step up as they did earlier 
this season, or from reinforcements outside the organization 
to add another middle-six option into the mix. 

Defense has generally been a strength of the Hurricanes, 
though this season they’ve had to weather the loss of a top-
pair defender in Dougie Hamilton. But with Jaccob Slavin 

leading the way, they have a player who fits into the “elite 
number one” range. Tony DeAngelo’s strong season, 
assisted by Slavin’s stability, helps him hit that “second 
number one” territory, while Pesce is a top-caliber player on 
the next pair. Brady Skjei’s projection puts him below the 
range for the team’s number four, while one of their backs on 
the third pair falls short. Even though that third pair 
technically doesn’t match that of the average championship 
roster, it still is one of the better third duos in the league.  

The takeaway is that the Hurricanes don’t necessarily need 
to make drastic changes to their blue line; their team defense 
is above average relative to the rest of the league, plus 
they’ve had strength in net with Frederik Andersen 
exceeding expectations.  

Through 21 games played this season, in all situations, 
Andersen has saved 93.5 percent of the shots turned his 
way and 16.5 goals above expected against all unblocked 
shot attempts. His stellar play can give the Hurricanes some 
peace of mind about their defense. But to contend, it 
wouldn’t be the worst idea to have another option 
somewhere in that middle-pair range to better the team’s 
chances. As strong as Andersen’s been this season, there 
were consistency concerns in his game just this past 
summer — and goaltending can make or break a team in the 
playoffs.  

Of course, this is just one of many ways to evaluate a team 
— one we happen to enjoy, because it relies on objective 
data. But it isn’t perfect, and we’ve yet to develop a metric for 
Brind’Amours-per-60. 

There are plenty of unknowns ahead: Will the special players 
make the special plays in the big moments? How healthy will 
the team be headed into the postseason? Could this be 
Andersen’s year? 

The data says the Canes have the framework to contend. It’s 
up to them to do the rest. 
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Deeper Dive: Why The Canes Comeback Was More Impressive Than It Looks 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes' win over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets Saturday, in which they scored 
seven unanswered goals, was something to behold for a 
variety of reasons. 

For starters, it was the first time in almost 33 years that an 
NHL team has come from down four to win by three. That 
instance itself has only happened eight times in league 
history, regular season or playoffs, this being the first time for 
the organization. 

In terms of the seven tallies in a row, it was only the seventh 
time since the 1995-96 season that a team erased a four-
goal deficit to win in regulation. To supplement, it was just 
the second time in franchise history that the club had ever 
done so, the first time since the Whalers made it happen in 
January of 1989. 

Beyond the historical anecdotes, how and who on the roster 
got it done might be most impressive. Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen, the team's top two leading scorers, did 
not factor in any of the team's seven goals. Neither did 
Jaccob Slavin, who paced the team with his 23:03 of time on 
ice, currently second among all Hurricanes defenseman in 
scoring. By no means a knock on any of their efforts or 
contributions outside of the score sheet, this only further 
echoes some of the common words and phrases we've 
heard time and time again this season, such as "depth" and 
"next man up". 

"I think we just know what we have in the room. It all stems 
from belief," Brett Pesce said when asked why the team was 
able to stick with it Saturday, as opposed to packing it in and 
accepting that it might not be their day. "We believe and we 
expect to win every night. We know we can. We've faced 

adversity over the years, a bunch of it, and no matter what 
gets thrown our way, if we're down 3-0 or 4-0, we're not 
going to stop. We're still confident that we can get it done if 
we chip away shift after shift." 

The mindset that Pesce referenced was necessary, and 
evident, after Rod Brind'Amour elected to make a change in 
net at the start of the second period. Columbus was able to 
capitalize on three Carolina offerings in the opening 20 
minutes, ending Antti Raanta's afternoon after just nine shots 
against. There was no injury, just a tactic used by the head 
coach to try and provide a spark for his bench. 

"At the end of the day, the goals they got were a gift from us. 
Antti couldn't do anything with those pucks and sometimes 
things just go their way," Nino Niederreiter reflected on the 
change. "Freddie came in and we knew we just had to stay 
with it. We have two terrific goaltenders and each and every 
night they give us a chance to win."  

Although the victory counts just the same in the standings as 
it did had it had transpired during one of the final calendar 
months of 2021, beginning a new 365-day stretch with a win 
in this fashion gives a little extra reasoning to the team's 
belief moving forward. The next time the team makes a 
goaltending change after one period of play, or trails by four 
during the middle portion of the game, you know to not count 
them out. 

"When we're going to have another game like that when 
we're down, we know we're capable of doing it now, not just 
talking about being capable of doing it," Brind'Amour shared 
with conviction following the team's practice Monday. "When 
you actually see [a comeback like that] happen, it's certainly 
more believable." 
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Weekend Takeaways: Hurricanes reliance on balance and depth crucial to success 

By Ryan Dixon 

Chances are you already knew the Carolina Hurricanes were 
having an outstanding season. Even if you don’t see a ton of 
their games, Carolina’s cheeky Twitter account could be 
enough to keep you in the loop. The Canes’ .758 points 
percentage is the best mark in the league, as is their plus-40 
goal differential. Carolina won nine straight games out of the 
gate and aside from a 1-4-1 hiccup at the end of November, 
the good times have basically been rolling non-stop. 

But just in case there were some people out there who 
hadn’t been paying quite enough attention to this team, the 
Hurricanes did something on Saturday you simply could not 
miss. Trailing the Columbus Blue Jackets 4-0 with just a tick 
over half a game to go, the Canes went crazy and popped 
seven unanswered goals on the home team. A pack-it-in 
situation turned into a 7-4 victory thanks to the Hurricanes' 
relentless attack. 

In a sense, the scoresheet was representative of the way the 
Canes rely on balance and depth to get the job done. 
Despite the squad scoring a touchdown, not one Carolina 
player wound up with more than two points. Sebastian Aho, 
the club’s scoring leader, was held pointless. Meanwhile, 
fourth-liner Steven Lorentz scored his fourth and fifth goals of 
the year, while D-man Brady Skjei also bagged a brace. 
Carolina put 49 shots on goal — chasing starter Daniil 
Tarasov in favour of Elvis Merzlikins — while giving up just 
18 shots against. 

The Hurricanes — winners of four straight — allow an 
average of just 26.8 shots against per game, the best mark 
in the league. Not surprisingly, the 2.13 goals-per-game they 
surrender is also tops in the NHL. Additionally, they rank 
second in penalty killing (89.5 per cent); seventh in goals for 
(3.42) and ninth in both power play (23.7 per cent) and shots 
on goal (33.6). That makes them a top-10 club across a half-
dozen categories, to say nothing of their strong underlying 
numbers. 

Summer UFA signing Frederik Andersen has been one of 
the best goalies in the league this year, while the nearly 
point-per-game production from another player inked in free 
agency — defenceman Tony DeAngelo — has helped offset 
the loss of Dougie Hamilton after the latter left Carolina for a 
megadeal in New Jersey. 

Rookie Seth Jarvis was one of those guys with two points 
versus the Jackets and his 0.64 points-per-game is tied for 
third among freshmen with Moritz Seider behind only Lucas 
Raymond (0.85) and Trevor Zegras (0.83). Meanwhile, Aho 
continues his ascent as one of the league’s top pivots and is 
on pace for a career-best 99 points. 

In two of the past three years, Carolina lost in the playoffs to 
a team that ultimately made the Stanley Cup Final or — as 
was the case last spring — claimed the Cup itself. Given 
what they can do across the board, it’s easy to see a 
scenario where nobody gets in the Canes’ way this year. 

Other Takeaways 

• Speaking of the Canes, remember the pre-2013 NHL 
alignment that included the Southeast Division and how we 
all derisively called it the “South-Least” because it would 
often have only one good team — if that — and would 
produce a third seed in the Eastern Conference under the 
old playoff format that had fewer points than, like, the fourth, 
fifth and maybe even sixth seeds? Well, take a look at the 
top four teams by points in the league today. It’s the South-
Beast Division now! 

• Speaking of the Canes Pt. II, Carolina wasn’t the only team 
to win a nutty game this weekend to extend a victory streak. 
The Pittsburgh Penguins held a 6-1 lead on the San Jose 
Sharks after 20 minutes on Sunday afternoon, only to find 
themselves in a one-goal game fewer than five minutes into 
the final frame. No worries, though, as the Steeltowners won 
their eighth straight game thanks to seal-the-deal goals from 
Evan Rodrigues and Bryan Rust, who both completed hat 
tricks with their third-period tallies. The game marked the first 
time during its winning run that the Pens allowed an 
opponent more than two goals. 

• Just a quick note to point out that Panthers left winger 
Jonathan Huberdeau — who posted three assists in 
Saturday’s win over Montreal — is outscoring everybody in 
the NHL except Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Alex 
Ovechkin. The Cats took care of Aleksander Barkov with an 
$80-million extension, so here’s hoping — for South Florida’s 
sake — Huberdeau never makes it close to the open market 
in 2023. 

• The St. Louis Blues defeated the Minnesota Wild 6-4 
outside at the Winter Classic on Saturday night thanks 
largely to a four-point showing from Jordan Kyrou and a 1-1-
2 from Ivan Barbashev. The turnover at the top of the St. 
Louis scoring charts this year is bonkers. Here are the top 
five Blues scorers right now and what they were up to last 
year: Vladimir Tarasenko (15th in team scoring, missed half 
the year with injury, asked for a trade in the summer); Jordan 
Kyrou (fifth in team scoring); Pavel Buchnevich (fourth in 
New York Rangers team scoring, acquired in the summer for 
a second-round pick and Sammy Blais, who has zero goals 
in 14 games this year); Ivan Barbashev (14th in team 
scoring); Robert Thomas (15th in team scoring). 

Weekend Warrior 

It was a nice touch for USA Hockey to announce the 2022 
women’s Olympic entry at the Winter Classic. Special shout 
out to Abby Roque, who is set to become the first Indigenous 
hockey player to wear the Red White and Blue of Team USA 
at the Games. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (21-8-2) In just his second game of 
the season, Ilya Mikheyev netted two goals — one SHG, one 
PPG — in Toronto’s 6-0 smashing of the Ottawa Senators on 
Saturday. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 4, 2022 

 

2. Calgary Flames (17-7-6) A lot of love for Carolina in this 
piece; well, the Flames hold the league’s second-best goal-
differential at plus-31 after dumping the Chicago Blackhawks 
5-1 on Sunday night. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (15-11-5) The Jets opened a tough stretch 
of schedule with a 5-4 overtime win in Vegas on Sunday. 
Thanks to some home PPDs, the game marked the start of a 
run where Winnipeg will play six of eight away from Manitoba 
against some top-level clubs like Colorado, Washington and 
the Penguins. 

4. Vancouver Canucks (16-15-3) J.T. Miller is tied for eighth 
in league scoring. Has a trade that initially triggered so much 
angst ever worked out better? 

5. Edmonton Oilers (18-12-2) On Friday, Mike Smith let a 
Jack Hughes shot sneak through him in overtime; on 
Saturday, Mikko Koskinen was beaten by a stoppable Noah 
Dobson wrister for another gut-punching extra-time L. Have 
we reached panic time in Northern Alberta? 

6. Ottawa Senators (9-18-2) Matt Murray didn’t get much 
help in his first game since Nov. 24, as the Sens allowed 40 
shots in the 6-0 shellacking they endured at the hands of the 
Leafs. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (7-23-4) The Habs will pause all 
activities through Jan. 6 as this reeling club — which had to 
play shorthanded versus Florida on Saturday — tries to 
gather its breath. 

The Week Ahead 

• It’s still depressing that we won’t see Auston Matthews and 
Connor McDavid go head-to-head at the Olympics. We’ll 
have to settle for their second and final duel of the season 
when the Oilers visit Toronto on Wednesday. 

• Jakob Voracek is slated to play his 1,000th NHL contest on 
Thursday night in New Jersey. Since the former Halifax 
Moosehead entered the league in 2008-09, only nine players 
have posted more assists than his 544. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Hurricanes stay on top; Islanders, Canucks improving 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s NHL Power Rankings the Carolina Hurricanes 
maintain the top spot thanks to a four-game winning streak, 
the league’s best points percentage, and the league’s best 
goal differential. They have no real weakness — at least not 
an obvious one — with a deep, talented group of forwards, a 
strong defense, and excellent goaltending. They are no 
strangers to that spot as they have consistently been one of 
the best teams from the start, as was expected. 

Elsewhere, the New York Islanders and Vancouver Canucks 
are trying to shake off miserable starts and play their way 
back into playoff contention. They both still have a long way 
to go in their respective races, but they had to start 
somewhere and have both seen dramatic improvements in 
the records over the past month. The Islanders are collecting 
points at the pace they need to play their way back into it, 
while the Canucks have gained a point in all nine games 
under Bruce Boudreau. 

Too little, too late? Or the start of an improbable turnaround? 
We take a look at all of that and more in this week’s NHL 
Power Rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 1). So much talent, so 
much depth, and the goaltending changes have worked. An 
outstanding team from top to bottom. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 4). A lot of teams missed out on 
Anthony Duclair while they had him on their own roster. The 
Panthers are benefitting from that. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 3). When they are healthy they 
still have the best roster in the league. They are starting to 
get healthy and have been unstoppable since the middle of 
November. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 2). Andrei Vasilevskiy should 
probably win the Hart Trophy every year as long as he keeps 
playing at the level he has the past few years. When he is 
not the goalie of record the Lightning is a .500 team since the 
start of 2019-20. When he is the goalie of record they play at 
a 125-point pace over 82 games. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 7). They are one of the 
highest scoring teams in the league despite the fact they 
have been crushed by injuries for much of the year and have 
yet to get a minute of playing time from Jack Eichel. Still a 
dangerous team. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 6). This is still a really good 
hockey team. They key will still be the goaltending. 

7. Washington Capitals (LW: 5). The good news for them is 
playoff overtime is not 3-on-3 hockey. 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 9). There is a lot to like about 
this team. The big money players are performing, the depth 
is solid, and Jack Campbell has been great in net. 

9. Nashville Predators (LW: 8). Everything that they needed 
to happen for them to be good (Juuse Saros performing, big 
money players rebounding from down years) has happened. 
Things do not always work out that well for teams. 

10. New York Rangers (LW: 11). It was only a matter of time 
until Mika Zibanejad started to score goals again, and now 
they have Igor Shesterkin back. 

11. St. Louis Blues (LW: 13). A sneaky good offensive team 
here. They are fifth in the NHL in goals per game and have 
the third best power play. 

12. Boston Bruins (LW: 14). They have started to get a little 
more offense from some forwards outside of their top line in 
recent games. Their ability to maintain that will determine 
what this team is capable of this season. 

13. Calgary Flames (LW: 17). Still fascinated to see how the 
Johnny Gaudreau situation plays out. He is having a monster 
year offensively. 

14. Minnesota Wild (LW: 10). The injuries to Joel Eriksson 
Ek and Jared Spurgeon are significant. They need them 
back. 

15. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 16). Kyle Connor became a regular 
in the lineup at the start of the 2017-18 season. Here is the 
list of players that have scored more goals than him since 
then: Alex Ovechkin, Auston Matthews, Leon Draisaitl, 
Connor McDavid, David Pastrnak. That is it. That is the 
complete list. 

16. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 12). Since their eight-game winning 
streak ended they have won just seven out of the following 
18 games, with only five of those wins coming in regulation. 
Something to be concerned about? 

17. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 18). Completely different 
looking team under Bruce Boudreau. Still worry that it is too 
little, too late for this season. 

18. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 15). They should not be this bad 
with two players that great at the top of the lineup. But you 
already know that by now. 
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19. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 21). They are very quietly 
hanging around in the playoff race. 

20. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 20). If you ever think you have a 
firm grasp on how good or bad they are you are probably 
wrong. 

21. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 19). The good news is they are 
only one behind Boston for a Wild Card spot. The bad news 
is Boston has five games in hand and just beat the Red 
Wings 5-1 on Sunday. 

22. New York Islanders (LW: 25). Since the start of 
December they are 5-2-4, which is a decent start in making 
up all of that ground in the playoff race. Still a long way to go 
with a lot of teams still ahead of them. 

23. Dallas Stars (LW: 22). We have not seen them play a 
game in two weeks. 

24. San Jose Sharks (LW: 23). This is just a completely 
average team. Not all that great, not all that bad. 

25. New Jersey Devils (LW: 30). Jack Hughes looks great, 
so that is good news. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 24). They only have one 
regulation win over the past 12 games (with an overtime and 
shootout win added in with that). 

27. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 27). The biggest failing here 
on the ice remains the fact the front office really tried to be 
good this season. This is what they thought a good team 
would look like. 

28. Ottawa Senators (LW: 26). There is some good young 
individual talent here but the organization as a whole is not 
making any progress in its rebuild. 

29. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 28). Remember that 5-1-1 start? 
They are 5-17-5 since then. 

30. Seattle Kraken (LW: 29). Not sure anybody expected the 
goaltending to be as bad as it has been. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). You know Phil Kessel is going 
to be traded. Shayne Gostisbehere probably could be traded. 
Would they really go full scale rebuild and part ways with 
Clayton Keller and Jakob Chychrun? 

32. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 32). Right now they just simply 
do not have any players. 

 

 

 

 

 

Three reassigned to Chicago, Leivo wins AHL Player of the Month 

By Alec Sawyer  

Hope everyone is having a good Monday.  

The Canes are off until Friday, with an originally scheduled 
game Monday night against the Maple Leafs postponed. But 
Carolina was busy in the front office, as three callups from 
the Wolves were reassigned to Chicago.  

Firstly, goaltender Alex Lyon and forward Stefan Noesen 
were returned to Chicago Monday morning. Lyon had been 
called up with Frederik Andersen on the COVID list but did 
not play in this stint with the Canes, while Noesen hit the 
COVID list himself after appearing in two games for the 
Hurricanes.  

Then Monday afternoon, defenseman Jalen Chatfield was 
reassigned to Chicago as well. Chatfield skated in seven 
games for the Canes in November and December, but hit the 
IR in mid December with a lower-body injury. He was pretty 
impressive during those seven games, though. 

The Canes are returning to full strength, and that’s good 
news for both the NHL and AHL teams.  

In other Wolves’ related news Monday, Josh Leivo was 
named the AHL’s Player of the Month for December after 
piling up 14 points in only six games during the final month of 
2021.  

The #ChicagoWolves announced Monday that forward Josh 
Leivo has been selected as the @TheAHL's Player of the 
Month. 
 
Leivo piled up a league-best 14 points (4G, 10A) in just six 
games for the Wolves in December.  
 
Is that good??  

Leivo even played in one game for the Canes in the month of 
December, registering an assist in a home win over the Los 
Angeles Kings that featured two lines of AHLers.  

The state of the organization is good, folks.  
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Chatfield, Lyon and Noesen return 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that defenseman 
Jalen Chatfield, goaltender Alex Lyon and right wing Stefan 
Noesen have been reassigned on loan by the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Chatfield rejoins the Wolves after spending five weeks with 
the Hurricanes. The 25-year-old blueliner recorded one 
assist and a +1 plus/minus rating in seven appearances for 
the NHL’s leading team according to points percentage 
(.758). The Ypsilanti, Michigan, native averaged 16 minutes, 
47 seconds of ice time per game for Carolina. He owns four 
goals and three assists in 17 games for the Wolves. 

Lyon, who spent a week on Carolina’s taxi squad, shares 
second among all American Hockey League goaltenders 
with a 1.79 goals-against average. The 29-year-old 
Baudette, Minnesota, native also owns a 9-1-1 record, a .929 
save percentage and 2 shutouts in 11 appearances for the 
Wolves. 

During the Wolves’ current 12-game winning streak that has 
tied the franchise record, Lyon has posted a 6-0-0 record 
with a 1.63 GAA and .940 save percentage while alternating 
starts with rookie goaltender Eetu Makiniemi. Lyon appeared 
in one game for Carolina earlier this year and earned a 3-2 
win over the St. Louis Blues on Nov. 13. 

Noesen has piled up 10 goals and 14 assists in 23 games for 
the Wolves. The 28-year-old Plano, Texas, native appeared 
in two games for the Hurricanes during his three-week stint 
and helped Carolina pick up wins against Detroit on Dec. 16 
and Los Angeles on Dec. 18 

The Central Division-leading Wolves go for their 13th straight 
win Friday at Rockford, then host the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. 
Saturday and the Cleveland Monsters at 3 p.m. Sunday at 
Allstate Arena. For the best ticket specials, contact a Wolves 
ticket representative HERE. 

 

 

 

 

Wolves set two makeup dates 

The American Hockey League announced Monday the 
makeup dates for a pair of games between the Chicago 
Wolves and the Cleveland Monsters. 

Head coach Ryan Warsofsky’s squad will travel to Cleveland 
for a 6 p.m. game on Tuesday, Feb. 8, and a 6 p.m. game on 
Tuesday, March 29. These contests originally were 
scheduled for Dec. 22-23. 

The Wolves have three other makeup dates they hope to 
finalize shortly. These include the home games postponed 
on Jan. 1 (the Chicago New Year’s Classic, presented by 

Planet Fitness, versus the Rockford IceHogs) and Jan. 2 
(versus the Grand Rapids Griffins). 

The Central Division-leading Wolves will go for a franchise-
record 13th consecutive win when they travel to Rockford at 
7 p.m. Friday. The Wolves follow that with home dates 
against the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Saturday and the Cleveland 
Monsters at 3 p.m. Sunday. To get the best ticket deals, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or contact a Wolves ticket 
representative here. 
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Leivo AHL Player of the Month 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that forward Josh 
Leivo has been selected as the American Hockey League’s 
Player of the Month. 

Leivo piled up a league-best 14 points (4G, 10A) in just six 
games for the Wolves in December to help Chicago post its 
first perfect record for a month (9-0-0-0) in the organization’s 
28-year history. 

The 28-year-old Innisfil, Ontario, native did all of his damage 
during a five-game stretch that began Dec. 5 when he fired a 
career-high 10 shots and produced one goal and one assist 
in a 4-0 win at Iowa. In his next game, Leivo delivered a 
career-high 5 points (2G, 3A) and a +4 plus/minus rating to 
highlight the Wolves’ 8-4 win Dec. 9 at Texas. 

Leivo notched one assist Dec. 11 at Texas and three more 
assists Dec. 12 at Texas before capping his month with one 
of Chicago’s biggest highlights of the season. With the clock 
ticking, Leivo made a spectacular drive from the blue line to 
the net and scored with 1.1 seconds remaining to give the 
Wolves a 4-3 home win over the Manitoba Moose on Dec. 
16. 

The victory over the Moose marked the 10th in the Wolves’ 
current 12-game winning streak, which shares the franchise 
record with the 1999-2000 team that won the 2000 Turner 
Cup. 

Leivo becomes the second Wolves player this season 
(joining Andrew Poturalski, who was honored in October) 
and the sixth in team history to earn the AHL’s Player of the 
Month award. 

The AHL also honored Charlotte Checkers forward Cole 
Schwindt as the Rookie of the Month and Stockton Heat 
goaltender Dustin Wolf as the Goaltender of the Month. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves go for their franchise-
record 13th win in a row Friday at Rockford. The Wolves 
return to Allstate Arena this weekend when they host the 
Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Saturday and the Cleveland Monsters at 
3 p.m. Sunday. To get the best ticket deals, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or contact a Wolves representative 
here. 

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257009837.html 

https://theathletic.com/3049568/2022/01/04/how-do-the-hurricanes-stack-up-as-a-stanley-cup-contender-by-the-numbers/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/deeper-dive-why-the-canes-comeback-was-more-impressive-than-it-looks/c-329442258 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/weekend-takeaways-hurricanes-reliance-balance-depth-crucial-success/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/03/nhl-power-rankings-carolina-hurricanes-stay-on-top-new-york-islanders-vancouver-canucks-improving/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/3/22865658/three-reassigned-to-chicago-leivo-wins-ahl-player-of-the-month 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/03/lyon-noesen-return-to-chicago/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/03/wolves-set-two-makeup-dates/ 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/03/leivo-named-player-of-the-month/ 
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Sutter praises Gaudreau as ‘one of the best 200-foot players in the 
league right now’ 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

Many have marvelled at his playmaking abilities, gushed about his 
wizardry in the offensive zone. 

That remains part of the package. 

This, however, might be the most noteworthy compliment of Johnny 
Gaudreau’s career, especially coming from a notoriously tough critic. 
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“Johnny is one of the best 200-foot players in the league right now,” said 
Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter of his top-line left-winger. “That 
says a lot about him and just the way he’s approached the season.” 

Gaudreau has been called a lot of things — one of the most entertaining 
and electrifying players in the NHL, one of most dangerous offensive 
dynamos, etc., etc. 

This is, after all, a guy who nearly hit the 100-point plateau during the 
2018-19 campaign, finishing seventh in the league-wide scoring race and 
a few slots higher in Hart Trophy voting. 

In the past, though, talk of his defensive duty has often been filed under 
‘room-for-improvement’. 

“Three years ago, I was maybe cheating a little bit more to the offensive 
side,” Gaudreau admitted. “Obviously, I had a good year points-wise, but 
just looking at my game personally, I think I’ve gotten a lot better with my 
200-foot game. I think that’s something that was important before the 
season started, and I think our line has done a great job just not costing 
our team games from the d-zone. 

“I think we maybe had that a little bit that year, three years ago. I think 
I’ve just gotten a lot better throughout the whole d-zone.” 

You probably weren’t expecting today to be reading about Gaudreau’s 
diligent-and-determined work in his own end of the rink. 

Because in two games since the Flames returned from their COVID-19 
pause, the 28-year-old has piled up six points. He just climbed into 
seventh on the all-time franchise scoring charts. He now trails only 
Jarome Iginla, Theoren Fleury, Al MacInnis, Joe Nieuwendyk, Gary Suter 
and Kent Nilsson on that legendary list. 

Gaudreau leads this current crew with 36 points in 30 outings so far this 
season. As the Flames arrived in Florida to prepare for Tuesday’s clash 
with the host Panthers (5 p.m., Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 The Fan), 
he was tied for tops in the league with 18 primary assists. 

And yet, Sutter wanted to talk about his consistency, his “buy-in” and how 
important it is that Calgary’s star players are setting the tone for this 
structured and stingy squad. The coach would much rather the focus be 
on stats like this one — when Gaudreau is on the ice for five-on-five 
action, the Flames have outscored their opponents by a count of 29-5. 

Tells you a lot, doesn’t it? 

With Gaudreau the undisputed MVP of a team that currently boasts a 17-
7-6 record and the second-best points percentage in the Western 
Conference, it’s becoming more and more clear that a contract extension 
for No. 13 is absolutely the most crucial bit of business for general 
manager Brad Treliving over the coming months. 

“Why is he having a good season? If it’s just about goals and assists and 
not about winning, that’s kind of where this team was, right?” said Sutter, 
who has fiddled with his other forward combos but has had no reason to 
split the trio of Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk and 
never hesitates to deploy that line when protecting a lead in the late 
stages. “But when you become the consummate team player, making 
plays away from the puck or backchecking or tracking back or being in 
the right position on the ice or managing the clock — things like that — 
that’s where I think Johnny has really, really come to the front. 

“It speaks about his character. It’s simple. You know, this team got in 
trouble because all their goals were set outside the locker room and it 
was just about individuals. And that takes a long time to change. You 
look at it, we’re almost a year into changing that. And where does that 
start? That starts with your top guys, the guys that get the credit, and 
then when they don’t play well, they get the criticism. That’s why you’re 
talking about Johnny now. He’s a good player, and he’s an easy guy to 
coach.” 

You rarely, if ever, hear that Sutter is easy to play for or easy to please, 
but Gaudreau seems to have a good grasp of what is necessary to 

satisfy the skipper, now in the first full season of his second stint at the 
Saddledome. 

It’s not just what shows up on the score-sheet, not necessarily what’s 
sortable on the stat page at NHL.com. 

“Obviously, I know I can be better at my d-zone throughout the years. It’s 
really important,” Gaudreau said. “And obviously with Darryl, he expects 
a lot out of the players and you have to be good in your d-zone, you have 
to get pucks out. At the end of the day, you have to make those plays. 
And if you don’t, you’ll be on the bench. So I had to get better at it.” 

He has. 

That was evident before Monday’s post-practice presser, but that 
compliment from Sutter — perhaps the highest paid to Johnny Hockey 
through 550 appearances on the NHL stage — is further proof. 

“It’s nice to hear, obviously,” Gaudreau said before quickly dishing that 
praise for another assist. “You like when you hear good things about 
yourself and the way you’re playing. But there’s a lot of good players in 
this league. I’m fortunate to play with one of the best 200-foot players in 
Lindy. It makes my job a lot easier playing in the d-zone when you have a 
player like that playing with you.” 

Calgary Sun: LOADED: 01.04.2022 

1231278 Calgary Flames 

 

Flames set for three straight against Eastern Conference powers 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

TAMPA, FLORIDA - JUNE 05: Brayden Point #21 of the Tampa Bay 
Lightning celebrates a first period goal during Game Four of the Second 
Round of the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs against the Carolina Hurricanes 
at Amalie Arena on June 05, 2021 in Tampa, Florida.  

These are three of the beasts of the East. 

The Calgary Flames’ schedule for the remainder of this week includes 
road matchups with the top two squads — sorted by points percentage 
— in the NHL’s opposite conference. Sandwiched in between is a date 
with the defending Stanley Cup champions. 

That would typically be a terrifying stretch. 

Except that the way the Flames have reshaped their game, the way 
they’ve been rolling in road rinks, there should be more excitement than 
anxiety about this string of measuring-stick matchups. 

“It’s obviously three top teams in the East, and we want to be a top team 
in the West,” said stalwart goalie Jacob Markstrom. “So it’s a big 
challenge for us.” 

The Flames open this three-games-in-four-nights gauntlet with Tuesday’s 
tilt against the Florida Panthers (5 p.m., Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 
The Fan). The hosts will be shorthanded, missing centre Sam Bennett — 
a close pal to many after spending most of six seasons in Cowtown — 
due to suspension and fellow forward Sam Reinhart because of COVID-
19 protocol. 

They’ll continue their travels with Thursday’s date with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, remarkably showing no signs of hangover after back-to-back 
boat parades, and then zip to Carolina for Friday’s clash against the 
Hurricanes. 

That is supposed to be the final stop on this trip, but with the NHL 
anxious to stickhandle around current capacity restrictions in Canada, it 
wouldn’t be a shocker if they tacked on another. The Flames’ next 
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scheduled home outing is not until Jan. 13, leaving a few free nights on 
their dance-card. 

Flames coach Darryl Sutter doesn’t want his squad looking that far down 
the road … or even up the road toward Tampa. 

“We play the Panthers tomorrow. That’s as far as we go,” Sutter stressed 
after Monday’s practice in Sunrise. “When you come to Florida now to 
play these two teams, you’re playing the Stanley Cup champion and a 
team that has a rivalry with the Stanley Cup champion, so they’re trying 
to keep pace with them.” 

The Flames are among the pace-setters in the Pacific Division. Although 
they don’t top the standings, they currently boast the best points 
percentage at .667. 

That’s two out of every three, and nobody would complain if they could 
maintain that clip over this next stretch. 

They haven’t faced the Panthers or Lightning since pre-pandemic, while 
they were clipped by the Hurricanes in a 2-1 overtime loss last month at 
the Saddledome. 

“The game against Carolina that we just played in Calgary, it was a tight 
game, not too many scoring chances,” recalled Flames superstar Johnny 
Gaudreau. “When you get to play a team like that that’s had a really good 
year and has a good team, that makes your team better. So I think our 
team is really looking forward to this little three-game stint here we have 
against three really good teams. Hopefully, it makes our team better and 
we’ll go from there.” 

ICE CHIPS 

Flames puck-stopping prospect Dustin Wolf was honoured Monday as 
the American Hockey League’s goaltender of the month. The 20-year-old 
was a perfect 7-0-0 with a 1.40 goals-against average and .951 save 
percentage in December and capped 2021 with his first career call-up. 
He served as Calgary’s backup last Thursday in Seattle before being 
returned to the farm. 
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GAME NIGHT: Flames at Panthers 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

CALGARY FLAMES (17-7-6) at FLORIDA PANTHERS (21-7-4) 

Tonight, 5 p.m. MT, FLA Live Arena 

TV: Sportsnet West 

RADIO: Sportsnet 960 The Fan 

WHY WATCH? 

ROAD WARRIORS, HOME HEROES 

The Flames have been the NHL’s most successful road-trippers so far, 
collecting a league-high 28 points in enemy rinks. The Panthers, 
meanwhile, own the best home record. That sets up an intriguing 
matchup Tuesday at FLA Live Arena. The Flames are coming off back-
to-back triumphs in hostile territory, while the Panthers have won three in 
a row since the pause, all under their own roof. They are 17-3-0 this 
season in Sunrise and averaging a whopping 4.35 snipes per night in 
front of their home fans. 

POINTS LEADERS 

FLAMES 

Johnny Gaudreau 30 13 23 36 +21 

Matthew Tkachuk 30 14 14 28 +17 

Elias Lindholm 30 12 16 28 +25 

PANTHERS 

Jonathan Huberdeau 32 11 30 41 +10 

Sam Reinhart 32 9 17 26 +6 

Aaron Ekblad 31 9 16 25 +21 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

FLAMES: PP — 23.6% (10th) PK — 85.4% (T-3rd) 

PANTHERS: PP — 17.1% (T-22nd) PK —80.8% (16th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. Tuesday’s top storyline was supposed to be Sam Bennett’s first 
matchup against his former team. However, this Old Flame will have to 
wait. The 25-year-old Bennett, traded south last spring and now 
flourishing as second-line centre in Florida, scored twice in Saturday’s 
rout of the Canadiens but was handed a three-game suspension for a 
high hit on Cedric Pacquette. 

2. You could quickly name the NHL’s top three point-producers — 
McDavid, Draisaitl, Ovechkin — but you may not have realized that 
Panthers winger Jonathan Huberdeau has climbed into fourth on the 
league-wide charts. The 28-year-old has potted 11 goals and piled up 30 
assists, leads the loop with 30 points on home ice and was just saluted 
as the NHL’s third star of the week. 

3. The Panthers will be missing their second-leading scorer after 
Monday’s news that versatile forward Sam Reinhart is now in COVID-19 
protocol. Rugged winger Mason Marchment will be unavailable for the 
same reason. 
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Florida Panthers: Jonathan Huberdeau honored by NHL (again) 

 

Published 15 hours ago on January 3, 2022By George Richards  

 

CORAL SPRINGS — Florida Panthers star forward Jonathan Huberdeau 
was honored by the NHL for the second time this season as he was 
named one of the three stars of the week. 

Huberdeau, fourth in the NHL with 41 points, was named the third star of 
the week after scoring eight points in the Panthers’ past two victories 
over Tampa Bay and Montreal. 

St. Louis Blues center Jordan Kyrou and New Jersey Devils center Jack 
Hughes were the other two players honored by the league. 

On Dec. 6, Huberdeau was honored as the league’s top star after scoring 
nine points in three Florida victories. 

Get FHN+ today! 

“He is obviously a tremendous player,” Florida coach Andrew Brunette 
said Monday. “You guys have seen him throughout his career. I think he 
has carried us. We have gone through injuries, (Covid) and he has been 
the one constant. Him, Ekblad, Weegar and some other guys. 

Start off 2022 with a bang! 
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Purchase an annual subscription of FHN+ and enjoy the best Florida 
Panthers coverage anywhere 

“They have kind of been the leaders of the group and have elevated their 
game to kind of keep us afloat by grinding when we are losing guys. For 
Huby, the past few years of working with him, has really taken on a 
leadership role. 

“I think he has realized how good he is, how good he can be. He has 
dedicated himself off the ice — especially the past few years — to 
another level.” 

WSVN SportsXtra: Huberdeau for NHL MVP? 

The Panthers are going to have to lean on Huberdeau a little more on 
Tuesday night when the Calgary Flames come to town as two more 
players — Sam Reinhart and Mason Marchment — were placed into 
Covid protocols and will miss that game. 

The team already lost Sam Bennett, who was suspended by the league 
for three games for a hit to the head on Montreal’s Cedric Paquette, so 
they’ll be down three forwards. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 21-10-3, 3 ties 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 01.04.2022 
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Florida Panthers add Reinhart, Marchment to Covid protocol list 

 

Published 17 hours ago on January 3, 2022By Colby Guy  

 

CORAL SPRINGS — It seemed like the Florida Panthers were in the 
clear from Covid issues, with only Olli Juoelvi remaining on the Covid list 
and 11 others activated off of it, but now they will be without Sam 
Reinhart and Mason Marchment for at least the next game. 

The team announced that Reinhart and Marchment have been added to 
the Covid-19 list on Monday. 

They will both be unavailable for the team’s game against the Calgary 
Flames on Tuesday. 

Reinhart quietly ranks second on the team in points with 26 (nine goals, 
17 assists) in 32 games, providing a lot of versatility to the lineup as he is 
able to play both center and wing. 

Marchment recently came back from a lower-body injury that sent him 
out of the lineup for two months. 

He has 10 points (two goals, eight assists) in 13 games and scored his 
first goal since Oct. 27 in Florida’s 5-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens 
on Saturday. 

The team already lost Sam Bennett, who was suspended by the league 
for three games for a hit to the head on Montreal’s Cedric Paquette, so 
they’ll be down three forwards. 

“We’re very fortunate to have a lot of depth,” interim coach Andrew 
Brunette said. “It is someone else’s turn to step up and do the job for us.” 

Carter Verhaeghe, who missed the last six minutes of Saturday’s game 
due to precautionary reasons after suffering a ‘minor nick,’ was also 
missing from practice on Monday. 

Brunette said it was a maintenance day for Verhaeghe and will see how 
he’s feeling ahead of Tuesday’s morning skate. 

He also said the team may consider calling some players up from AHL 
Charlotte on an as-needed basis. 

“I think we’re going to discuss it after practice here today, especially that 
we’re traveling on the road after tomorrow night,” Brunette said. 

“We kinda got thinned out up front a little, so we’ll see how [Verhaeghe] 
is doing tomorrow and I’m sure we’ll have a few movements going 
forward.” 

The Panthers have a two-game road trip following Tuesday’s home game 
against the Flames, with a trip to Dallas on Thursday and Raleigh on 
Saturday. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 21-10-3, 3 ties 
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Florida Panthers Sam Bennett suspended, will miss Calgary 
homecoming 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 3, 2022By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Sam Bennett was set to play the Calgary Flames for the 
first time since they traded him to the Florida Panthers on Tuesday night 
but instead will be serving the first of a three-game suspension handed 
down by the NHL. 

Bennett was hit with the suspension on Sunday night for a high hit to 
Montreal’s Cedric Paquette. 

The three games Bennett will miss will be Tuesday’s reunion with the 
Flames and Florida’s two upcoming road games at Dallas and Carolina. 

Bennett’s infraction came just over three minutes into Saturday’s game 
— not long after he scored the game’s first goal 32 seconds in. 

The high hit was not called a penalty on the ice, but Paquette took 
exception to it and a brief skirmish broke out. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety considered Bennett “a repeat 
offender under the terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 4, 2022 

 

Bennett will forego $161,890.23 with the money going to the Players’ 
Emergency Assistance Fund. 

The Panthers acquired Bennett from the Flames at last season’s trade 
deadline for a pair of second round draft picks. In 38 games with Calgary 
last season, he had four goals and 12 points; Bennett had six goals and 
15 points in 10 games with the Panthers.  

Florida signed Bennett to a three-year contract extension in the 
offseason and he has 11 goals and 17 points in 26 games thus far. 

Bennett scored twice in the 5-2 win against the Canadiens after missing 
the win against Tampa Bay with an illness. 

”It feels good,” said Bennett, the fourth-overall pick of the Flames in the 
2014 draft. “It’s never fun to sit out and watch the team but it felt great 
being back in the lineup and to contribute early and help the team get a 
win.” 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 21-10-3, 3 ties 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 01.04.2022 

1231298 Florida Panthers 

 

Panthers coach ‘disappointed’ in Sam Bennett suspension. Here’s how 
they will replace him 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

JANUARY 03, 2022 1:17 PM 

 

The Florida Panthers will be without one of their top six forwards for the 
week — and it’s safe to say interim coach Andrew Brunette is not happy 
about it. 

The NHL suspended center Sam Bennett for three games after his high 
hit to Montreal’s Cedric Paquette early in Saturday’s win over the 
Canadiens. Bennett was not called for a penalty on the ice when it 
happened in the first period, but the league ruled that his “high, hard hit” 
was avoidable after reviewing the film and handed down the suspension. 

Bennett will miss Tuesday’s game against Calgary and both games of 
the Panthers’ upcoming road trip — Thursday at the Dallas Stars and 
Saturday at the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Brunette, to say the least, didn’t agree with that decision. 

“I’m disappointed in the sentence of three games,” Brunette said, “but as 
we all know, they make the rules; we follow them. We’re gonna miss him 
for these three games.” 

The NHL Department of Player Safety considered Bennett “a repeat 
offender under the terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement.” 

Bennett was suspended one other time in his Panthers tenure, missing 
Game 2 of the Stanley Cup Playoff series with the Tampa Bay Lightning 

for boarding Lightning forward Blake Coleman in the third period of Game 
1 of the series. 

Bennett has been a staple for the Panthers this season. He’s tied for third 
on the team with 11 goals and tied for the team lead with four game-
winning goals and three power-play goals while centering Florida’s 
second forward line. 

He scored two goals on Saturday against Montreal and had an assist in 
Florida’s come-from-behind win against the New York Rangers on 
Wednesday. 

“Sam’s played so well for us since he’s been here,” Brunette said, “but 
really these last couple games he’s been pretty dominant out there. ... I 
feel bad for the kid and the player.” 

Now, the Panthers will need to find ways to replace his production for this 
week — and he isn’t the only player the Panthers will be missing for the 
immediate future. 

Florida will also be without forwards Sam Reinhart and Mason 
Marchment, who are out Tuesday due to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols. 
Assistant coach Tuomo Ruutu is also unavailable on Tuesday because of 
the virus. Forward Carter Verhaeghe had a maintenance day Monday 
and did not practice, but should be available for Tuesday. 

Based on the team’s practice lines on Monday, rookie Anton Lundell will 
most likely slide into Bennett’s spot on the second line, centering 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Anthony Duclair. 

Joe Thornton, Eetu Loustarinen and Ryan Lomberg, all of whom were 
healthy scratches, should return to the lineup Tuesday as well. 

With a two-game road trip on deck after Tuesday’s game, Brunette said 
the Panthers will likely make roster moves over the next 24 hours. 

“We kind of got thinned out a little bit up front,” Brunette said. “We’ll see 
how [Verhaeghe] is doing [Tuesday], and I’m sure we’ll have a few 
moves to give us some flexibility moving forward.” 

LEAGUE HONOR FOR HUBERDEAU 

Huberdeau was named the NHL’s third star of the week after tallying 
eight points (one goal, seven assists) over Florida’s last two games. 
Huberdeau is now second in the league in assists (30) and fourth in 
points (41). 

“He’s an elite playmaker, arguably one of the top couple in the game,” 
Brunette said. “He’s fun to watch every night and he means so much to 
this team. He’s really grown into that leader I knew he would be. It’s been 
fun to watch him step it up to another level.” 
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Panthers’ Sam Bennett suspended for three games for illegal check 

 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

JAN 03, 2022 AT 12:13 PM 

 

NEW YORK — Florida Panthers forward Sam Bennett was suspended 
three games without pay by the NHL on Sunday for an illegal check to 
the head of Montreal Canadiens forward Cedric Paquette during a game 
Saturday. 

Bennett, who scored twice during Florida’s 5-2 win, injured Paquette with 
his hit 3:09 into the first period. Paquette took possession of the puck in 
front of his own net and turned up ice to make a pass when Bennett 
glided in and drove a shoulder into Paquette’s head. 
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Paquette left with a neck injury and did not return. Bennett wasn’t 
penalized on the play. 

The 25-year-old Bennett is considered a repeat offender under terms of 
the league’s collective bargaining agreement and will forfeit just under 
$162,000. He has 11 goals and six assists in 26 games this season. 

The Panthers’ next three games are Tuesday at home vs. Calgary, 
Thursday at Dallas and Saturday at Carolina. 

Through Sunday’s games, the Panthers were second in the Atlantic 
Division at 21-7-4, trailing only Tampa Bay (21-8-5). 
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Flyers goalie Carter Hart and forward Scott Laughton return to practice 
after clearing COVID-19 protocols; ‘No timeline’ for Ryan Ellis’ return 

Laughton will play Tuesday against the Ducks, while Carter Hart is 
expected to start in net. 

Flyers goaltender Carter Hart is slated to return to the lineup on Tuesday 
against the Anaheim Ducks for the first time since Dec. 16. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact rosters across the 
league, the Flyers received good news on Saturday when goalie Carter 
Hart and forward Scott Laughton were removed from COVID-19 
protocols. 

On Monday, Hart and Laughton participated in the Flyers’ practice at the 
Honda Center in Anaheim, Calif., one day before their game against the 
Ducks. Laughton will “100 percent” be in the lineup and there’s a “decent 
chance” Hart will start, according to interim head coach Mike Yeo. 

“[I] felt good on the ice today,” Hart said. “It was nice to get on. Haven’t 
touched the ice in a while. Had to shake the rust off and it was good to 
get back in the mix with the boys.” 

In the absence of Hart, the Flyers have had to rely on backups in net 
throughout the West Coast trip. Martin Jones started against the Seattle 
Kraken on Wednesday and the Los Angeles Kings on Saturday. Taxi 
squad goalie Felix Sandström started Thursday on the second night of a 
back-to-back against the San Jose Sharks. 

Before being placed on the COVID-19 list, Hart said he had the flu, which 
forced him to miss the Flyers’ game against the Ottawa Senators on Dec. 
18. Hart has not started a game since Dec. 16 against the Montréal 
Canadiens. 

Although he said Saturday that forward Derick Brassard would make the 
trip to Anaheim after getting cleared from COVID-19 protocols as well, 
Yeo said that Brassard ultimately remained in Philadelphia. 

“Felt it was just best for him to stay behind, get a skate there,” Yeo said. 
“And then have a chance for — again, we definitely want to see him in a 
practice before we throw him into a game. But he’s not ready for 
[Tuesday’s] game.” 

Brassard had a long layoff before being placed in COVID-19 protocols. 
The 34-year-old forward has been dealing with a hip strain for over a 
month, which was suffered against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Nov. 23. 
He then missed two weeks, returned to play against the New Jersey 
Devils on Dec. 8, and hasn’t been in the lineup since. 

No timeline for Ellis’ return 

In addition to Hart, Laughton, and Brassard, defenseman Ryan Ellis has 
also been cleared from COVID-19 protocols after entering them on Dec. 
26, according to Yeo. However, Ellis has been dealing with a lower-body 
injury all season and Yeo said he had no timeline for his return. 

“When you don’t have a guy like that in your lineup, you feel it 
defensively, and you also see it in the execution part of our game,” Yeo 
said. “Like the game we want to play, we want to play a fast game. We 
want to get on the attack. We want to get to the offensive zone. He’s a 
guy that helps you do those things. So, it’s tough not having him. And I 
know it’s been a real frustrating time for him. He’s just not making a lot of 
progress right now.” 

Ellis reaggravated his lower-body injury upon returning to action against 
the Dallas Stars on Nov. 13 and has been out of the lineup since then. In 
late November, general manager Chuck Fletcher said Ellis was week-to-
week and was seemingly optimistic about his progress. 

No Olympics ‘super disappointing’ 

In late December as COVID-19 cases surged across the continent, the 
NHL announced that it would not permit its players to participate in the 
2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing in February. Instead, the Olympic break 
in the NHL calendar would be used to make up more than 90 games that 
had been postponed due to COVID-19 positives or other pandemic-
related concerns. 

Among those in consideration for Canada’s Olympic roster was Hart, who 
was reportedly one of six goalies on the nation’s list of candidates. Now, 
the potential for Hart to realize his Olympic dream will be delayed for at 
least another four years. 

“Any time you get the chance to represent your country is a huge honor,” 
Hart said. “The Olympics is the ultimate dream to represent your country. 
I thought this year, with all the hype around it and building up to it, 
players were getting really excited. I mean, it’s disappointing for sure. 
The situation we’re in right now with the world, it [stinks]. It’s tough. But 
hopefully they get this figured out here, soon, ‘cause we can’t keep living 
like this.” 

Breakaways 

The Flyers added defenseman Nick Seeler, forward Jackson Cates, and 
one staff member to their COVID-19 protocol list. ... The Ducks 
announced that they canceled their Monday practice “out of an 
abundance of caution” after placing forwards Nicolas Deslauriers and 
Derek Grant and a club staff member in COVID-19 protocols. As of 
Monday evening, the game is still on as scheduled at 10 p.m. Tuesday. 
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Flyers prospect profile: Scouting defenseman Brian Zanetti of the 
Peterborough Petes 

The 18-year-old, who is in his first season playing in North America, is 
still “a little raw” but projects as a “shutdown” defenseman. 

Teenage defenseman Brian Zanetti was a pleasant surprise this year in 
training camp. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Starting on Dec. 26, the 2022 World Junior Championship promised to be 
a showcase of the best under-20 men’s talent in the world, which 
included three Flyers prospects — defenseman Emil Andrae (Sweden), 
forward Elliot Desnoyers (Canada), and defenseman Brian Zanetti 
(Switzerland). 
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However, the COVID-19 pandemic led the International Ice Hockey 
Federation to cancel the tournament just three days after its onset. 
Regardless of the World Juniors’ cancellation, we asked members of the 
Flyers organization, front-office members from the players’ current 
teams, and other scouting experts to analyze the games of Andrae, 
Desnoyers, and Zanetti. 

For the second installment in a three-part series, here’s an in-depth look 
at Flyers prospect Brian Zanetti: 

Brian Zanetti, Switzerland 

Bio 

Age: 18 

Height: 6-foot-2 

Weight: 183 pounds 

Position: Defenseman 

Shoots: Left 

Club: Peterborough Petes (OHL) 

Drafted: 2021 Round 4, No. 110 overall 

Overview 

This season, Zanetti made the jump from the Swiss U20-Elit league to 
the OHL and the Peterborough Petes. In 17 games this season, Zanetti 
has registered nine assists and is a minus-10. 

“I think the transition has been really smooth and, I mean, it’s been a long 
process,” Petes general manager Michael Oke said. “With us not starting 
last year, Brian was very keen to come over last year, but due to the 
circumstances surrounding COVID-19 and we didn’t end up having a 
season, we weren’t able to do that.” 

Flyers assistant general manager Brent Flahr called Zanetti “a little raw,” 
but added that there’s a lot to like about the defenseman, who stood out 
throughout camp with the Flyers by getting “better every day.” Before 
being selected by the Flyers in the 2021 NHL draft, Zanetti improved his 
draft stock with his performance for Switzerland at the U18 World 
Championship. 

“While his team struggled, I thought he really performed well against the 
top teams, including Canada,” Flahr said. “The way he competed 
physically and was engaged in the game and defended and moved the 
puck, he really stood out. So we were excited, especially where we got 
him.” 

Strengths 

For Flahr, Zanetti has the potential to be a “shutdown defenseman” who 
can play substantial minutes as he continues to develop. 

“He’s big, he’s long, he can defend, he’s a strong skater,” Flahr said. “He 
moves the puck, he sorts things out well and he can defend. He’s got 
some jam, too. He’s a guy that we expect to get better and better.” 

Daily Faceoff NHL draft and prospects analyst Chris Peters called Zanetti 
a “project,” acknowledging that he has the tools to become a solid 
defenseman, and the way he has adjusted quickly to a big role at the 
World Juniors as a top-four defenseman and made the transition to the 
OHL is a big positive. 

“The skating is a really good foundation for him, and if he continues to 
hone the rest of his game, get his timing down, understand how to play 
on a smaller ice surface, absorb forechecks and things like that that are 
more difficult, then I think that that’s gonna help him have a lot of success 
at the next level,” Peters said. 

Areas of improvement 

Just like many 18-year-old prospects, Flahr said Zanetti still needs to 
grow into his body and that he’ll likely need to put on an additional 15 to 

20 pounds. In turn, he’ll see improvement in his coordination and agility. 
As Zanetti continues to physically mature and get used to playing the 
game on North American ice, Peters envisions a productive year in the 
OHL for the defenseman. 

“I would imagine, if he stays with Peterborough next year that he’s gonna 
have a large uptick in points when he has that experience under his belt 
because he’s got those tools and then it’s just once the timing and 
everything is down, the spacing, gap control defensively, all of those 
things are a little bit different,” Peters said. 

One area that the Petes coaches have been focusing on with Zanetti is 
his shot, not just on its strength, but also on making sure that it gets 
through to the net in a timely fashion. 

“The offensive zone, so the time you have with the puck on the blue line 
to when a defender is on top of you is a little quicker here in North 
America than it would be in Europe, just purely from the size of the rink,” 
Oke said. “So I think from our standpoint, the one thing our coaches 
specifically have been working on with him is his shot, getting it a little 
heavier, and also getting it off to the net a little quicker.” 
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Hart, Laughton with 'pretty wild' and 'frustrating' time away, eager to help 
Flyers 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

ike Yeo and the Flyers know they have an important game ahead of them 
as they try to make their four-game road trip a successful one.M 

For that important game, they'll get at least one important player back — 
and very possibly two. 

Scott Laughton and Carter Hart joined the Flyers in Anaheim, California 
for practice Monday. Laughton will enter the lineup Tuesday against the 
Ducks while Hart is expected to suit up and may start (10 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP). 

Laughton and Hart missed the first three games of the Flyers' West 
Coast road trip because of COVID protocols. The Flyers are 1-1-1 on the 
trip. Hart, their No. 1 goalie, hasn't played since Dec. 16. 

"My initial conversation with him this morning was that he was feeling 
good," Yeo, the Flyers' interim head coach, said Monday after his team's 
practice at Honda Center. "But we wanted to make sure we get through 
practice, see how he does coming off the ice. I expect him to be in the 
lineup and I would say that there's a decent chance that he's a starter for 
tomorrow." 

Hart missed the Flyers' final game before the NHL-mandated holiday 
break on Dec. 18 as he had a bout with the flu. When the team returned 
from the extended hiatus, he tested positive for the coronavirus. 

"I legit had the flu for a couple of days, didn't feel good at all," Hart said. 
"Then come back after the break, test positive and had pretty mild 
symptoms, if any at all. It was pretty wild." 

Hart is 2-0-0 with 70 saves on 73 shots in his career against the Ducks. If 
he starts Tuesday, it'll be his first game action in 19 days. 

"I feel good now," Hart said. "It's nice to be back with the boys. Sitting in 
your apartment all day isn't a lot of fun, so it's good to be back with the 
boys here in Cali, too. I felt good on the ice today, it was nice to get on; I 
haven't touched the ice in a while, so I had to shake the rust off and it 
was good to get back in the mix with the boys." 
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Laughton also dealt with COVID-19 in February of last season. His own 
14-day quarantine combined with the team's mandatory shutdown, 
Laughton had missed close to three weeks. He lost his taste and smell 
then, which caused some weight loss. 

"I just felt really weird at the end of last year," Laughton said in 
September during training camp. "Almost weak and a little bit frail." 

This season, Laughton said it was "frustrating" and "draining" to miss 
time following the holiday break. The 27-year-old forward said he cleaned 
his apartment and spent time with his fiancee Chloe and their cat. 

"I had no symptoms, was really surprised that I tested positive," Laughton 
said. "You just try and follow the league protocols and go through it, but 
yeah, it's frustrating. It's a tough situation in the world right now and 
nothing you can do about it." 

On Monday, forward Jackson Cates, defenseman Nick Seeler and a club 
staff member were placed on the NHL's COVID protocol list. With Cates 
now out, the Flyers can simply plug Laughton in without having to make 
any other changes at forward unless there's another unforeseen 
absence. 

However, the Flyers won't have Derick Brassard back. He exited COVID 
protocol with Laughton and Hart but did not end up making the trip to 
California. The 34-year-old forward has also dealt with a hip issue, 
having missed 14 of the team's last 15 games. 

"It was a change of plans," Yeo said. "He didn't end up flying out, he 
wouldn't have been an option for tomorrow. ... We felt it was just best for 
him to stay behind and get a skate there. I definitely want to see him in a 
practice before we throw him into a game, but he's not ready for 
tomorrow's game." 

Laughton and potentially Hart are valuable additions. Laughton is a 
Swiss army knife and playing a career-high 16:02 minutes per game, 
while Hart is sporting a career-best .918 save percentage to go along 
with a 2.74 goals-against average. 

The Flyers (13-13-6) are coming off of a 6-3 loss New Year's Day to the 
Kings, which snapped their season-best seven-game point streak. A win 
Tuesday would give them a successful road trip and more progress 
under Yeo. A loss would give them three defeats in four games. 

"I think it's a very important game," Yeo said. "First of all, you want to 
bounce back from a loss; that's what good teams do. We lost last game 
— created some more opportunities, kind of climbed back into it but not 
really — so we want to bounce back from that. We win that game 
tomorrow and I think we're all coming home feeling pretty decent about 
the trip. Not necessarily an outstanding trip, but a pretty good trip. 

"It gives us a chance to get back on the horse, get some momentum 
going into some games coming up at home. We find that game important 
to make it a good road trip, but I think more importantly, let's bounce 
back, let's show that last game is not who we are and let's get back in the 
win column." 
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'A real frustrating time for him' — Flyers don't have timeline for Ellis' 
return 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Clearly, though, the progress of his rehab has not gone the way he or the 
Flyers had hoped. 

Following practice Monday in Anaheim, California, interim head coach 
Mike Yeo did not have a timeline for Ellis' return. The top-pair 
defenseman had been considered week to week. On Nov. 18, Ellis' 
status was deemed four to six weeks, which made for a potential return 
right around Jan. 1. 

"I know Ryan's frustrated," Yeo said. "He's a player that we really miss. 
He is a very, very strong player on both sides of the puck. When you 
don't have a guy like that in your lineup, you feel it defensively and you 
also see it in the execution part of our game. The game that we want to 
play, we want to play a fast game, we want to get on the attack, we want 
to get to the offensive zone. He's a guy that helps you do those things. 

"It's tough not having him and I know it's been a real frustrating time for 
him. It's just not making a lot of progress right now, so hopefully 
something changes there very soon." 

Ellis' issue appears to be to the hip/groin area. After missing nine games, 
Ellis suffered a reinjury in his return to the lineup Nov. 13. The Flyers' big 
offseason addition originally sustained the injury in the team's preseason 
finale Oct. 8. Ellis entered the NHL's COVID protocol Dec. 26 but recently 
exited protocol. 

The 31-year-old is an all-situation, team-changing type of defenseman. 

"One player shouldn't be enough to sink our team, but Ryan Ellis is an 
elite puck mover, he’s elite in transition, he would allow us to put 
everybody in the right chair," Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher 
said amid his club's 10-game losing streak. 

After being acquired in an offseason trade, Ellis has played four games, 
logging 22:48 minutes per game, five points (one goal, four assists) and 
a plus-2 rating. 

"Obviously that's a tough situation for Elly, coming into a new team and 
not really being able to get going," Scott Laughton said Monday. "I think 
once you start playing games, that's when you really get to know the guy 
and he gets to know us and everything like that. 

"We've seen him around the rink and try to keep him in the loop. I've 
talked to him quite a bit since Christmas break, too. Just try and reach 
out whenever you can and kind of keep him in the loop. I know he's 
watching the games and eager to get back out there." 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Jon Cooper on NHL’s decision to pull out of the 
Olympics: ‘It was devastating’ 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jan 3, 2022 

 

There are many players still reeling from the Olympic decision. 

Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews were denied their first. Alex 
Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby were likely denied their last. 

It hurts all-around, but not only for the players. 

Jon Cooper was set to make his Olympic debut behind the Team Canada 
bench. The native of Prince George, B.C. didn’t hesitate when asked how 
it felt as the NHL Olympic pull-out was made official before the holidays. 

“To be honest, it was devastating,” the two-time Stanley Cup champion 
head coach said as we began the interview on New Year’s Eve. 

“I would be remiss if I didn’t use such a strong word,” continued Cooper. 
“I look at the sport of hockey, the country of Canada and the marriage the 
two have and the passion the country has for it; the thrill of being named 
to that position. It didn’t sit lightly with me. 
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“I was genuinely humbled and honoured to have that opportunity. And 
then to have it swept out from under you, it … it just leaves you empty.” 

You could feel his hurt across the phone line. This was a rare chance 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning head coach couldn’t wait to get his shot at 
it. Mike Babcock coached Canada in 2010 and 2014, preceding the late 
Pat Quinn who coached in 2002 and 2006. Marc Crawford was head 
coach in Nagano ‘98, the NHL’s first foray in the Olympics. It’s not a long 
list of people who get to coach best on best for Canada in the Olympics. 

And Cooper’s humility also tells him there will be lots of other good 
choices — not just him — for the 2026 Winter Olympics next time 
around. 

“You just don’t know when these opportunities are going to come 
around,” Cooper said. 

“When you’re going through your career, and you put yourself in the 
position for this to happen, again, I don’t know any other way to put it 
than it’s a real empty feeling.” 

Cooper had gone all-in on this career opportunity. It meant so much to 
him. He left no stone unturned in his preparation the last several months 
since being named head coach last August. 

Because Team Canada didn’t have an in-person orientation camp with 
players, Cooper tried to sit down with as many Canadian Olympic 
hopefuls as possible since the start of the season. 

“Opening night, we’re playing Pittsburgh, Sidney Crosby sitting in my 
office,” Cooper recalled fondly. “And we’re just talking hockey and 
Olympics and how things are going to go. We must have just sat there 45 
minutes, just the two of us. 

“That was your relationship building.” 

When Colorado played Tampa, Cooper chatted with Cale Makar. 

“When L.A. came to town, I’m hanging out with Drew Doughty to pick his 
brain,” Cooper said. 

He did the same with Tom Wilson in Washington. Which is to say, when 
the season started, Cooper wasn’t sure who was going to make the team 
yet. But he wanted to meet with as many of the guys on the 50-plus 
player long list as possible. 

“That was fun, it was great to get to know these guys,” said Cooper, who 
also made a point of mentioning all the people at Hockey Canada and 
their behind-the-scenes work. 

“I can’t say enough how much work so many different people put into 
this. That’s why it’s such a tough pill to swallow.” 

Team Canada’s NHL roster was really starting to come together just as 
the world went to hell in December. 

“We were so far down the line, I don’t think anybody has any realization 
of that,” Cooper said. “Line combinations, the power plays, the whole 
thing was taking shape. Nobody will know, but the team was a lot closer, 
because the management staff had been working for months on this.” 

GM Doug Armstrong shared with us that Team Canada had three 
forward lines and four D locked in wthe Olympic pull-out was made 
official Dec. 22. 

They were indeed down to the final last few roster decisions ahead of 
what would have been a Jan. 12 team announcement. 

Instead, that team announcement will have to wait another four years — 
which is hard to stomach for everyone involved, as star winger Brad 
Marchand passionately embodied in his comments recently. 

“Who knows where anybody is going to be in four years,” Cooper said. 
“And I am very mindful for what some of the players are coming out and 
saying, because they’re right. This is something that was negotiated in 
and I feel for them.” 

It’s not that Cooper doesn’t get the business side of why the NHL had to 
pull out. NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told The Athletic last week 
that, in the end, the decision wasn’t really close. 

“I understand both sides of the argument,” Cooper said. “But it’s much 
more than a tournament of playing best on best. I think that’s what gets 
lost in all this.” 

The return of the World Cup of Hockey, which the NHL and NHL Players’ 
Association are hoping for, will be great. But it’s not the Olympics. 

Cooper was part of Todd McClellan’s coaching staff for Team North 
America in the 2016 World Cup. It was fun. But … 

“I loved being part of that tournament,” he said. “But there was almost 
gimmick to it. The team that everyone was cheering for was ours, 
because they fell in love with the under-23 team. But there was a whole 
bunch of Canadians and Americans intermixed on that team that, to be 
honest, if you had asked them personally who they would have rather 
played for, they would have rather played for their country.” 

Cooper’s point is that the Olympics isn’t just about best-on-best hockey. 
It’s much more than that. 

“It’s the Olympic experience, it’s being in the village, it is getting to wear 
your country’s colours with pride. It’s being able to go to other athletes’ 
events and cheering them on,” Cooper said. “It’s being able to go in the 
cafeteria and having the bobsledder come up to Sidney Crosby and ask 
for an autograph. And for Sidney Crosby to ask for an autograph back 
from that person. 

“That’s the bond that the Olympics bring to you,” Cooper added. “I feel 
bad for the players because they’re going to miss out on that. Being part 
of the Olympic spirit, that’s what it’s all about.” 

Well put, coach. 
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The Athletic / Inside the Red Deer bubble at the world juniors: A busy 
hotel restaurant, open shops and a wedding 

 

By Scott Wheeler Jan 3, 2022  

 

When Blair Morgan, an off-ice crew member in charge of video replay 
and some advanced statistics tracking for the Red Deer Rebels, was 
asked if he’d like to volunteer over the holidays as an off-ice official for 
the 2022 world juniors, he answered yes without hesitation. 

When Morgan’s parents were invited by longtime family friends to a Dec. 
29 wedding at a local hotel, they too quickly RSVP’d yes. 

Of course, neither knew that when Dec. 29 actually arrived, their two 
yeses would intersect at the Cambridge Red Deer Hotel & Conference 
Centre as the world juniors were cancelled while the wedding moved 
ahead as planned, infected players quarantined and uninfected ones 
packed and said their goodbyes. 

Now, though, their experiences provide valuable insight into how the 
IIHF’s Red Deer bubble, which tournament organizers spent their post-
mortem press conference referring to instead as “protected environment,” 
bubbled and burst at the centre of its melting pot. 

One of the first communications Morgan received from tournament 
organizers was an email from Corinne Ethier, Hockey Canada’s manager 
of events and properties, on Dec. 6. 

The email, one of a series obtained by The Athletic, followed up on the 
volunteer training session to inform the Red Deer volunteers that they 
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would need to visit Boardroom 1 at the Cambridge Red Deer Hotel on 
Dec. 14 between 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. so that the tournament’s testing 
partner, DynaLIFE, could take a COVID-19 test. 

“No appointment necessary,” the email continued. “You will only receive 
communication regarding your results if they are positive, otherwise you 
can assume negative.” 

When Morgan received the email, his first thought was “that’s crazy to 
me” because he wasn’t doing any of the tournament’s pre-competition 
games and wouldn’t be doing his first game until the night game on 
Boxing Day between USA and Slovakia, a full 12 days after his test was 
planned. 

On Dec. 14, when he entered the hotel for the first time, it was relatively 
quiet as it awaited the arrival of the tournament’s five Group B teams 
(USA, Sweden, Russia, Slovakia and Switzerland) a day later. At his 12 
o’clock at the other end of the reception area, were the elevators which 
ran up the hotel’s tower. At his 2 o’clock sat the reception desk. At his 4 
o’clock, there was a small seating area next to reception. At his 10 
o’clock, the hotel’s restaurant, its TVs on and spirits lined up behind the 
bar as guests ate and drank. At his 9 o’clock, a long hallway ran away 
directly to the left of the bar. 

Boardroom 1 was the room closest to the bar. Right next to the 
boardroom were a floral shop and a boutique clothing store, both of 
which were open daily. Beyond them, stretching along the long corridor, 
were a couple of washrooms and a number of “really, really massive 
auditoriums.” The hotel also housed a hair salon. 

Inside the boardroom, there was no security, nobody asked him what he 
was there for and he didn’t have to show identification. There was just a 
big table with two folders on it. One was for players and IIHF officials. 
The other was for volunteers. After sorting through the volunteer folder, 
he found his sheet and handed it over to the nurse, who asked him to 
verify its info (his name, phone number and date of birth) was correct. 
When he confirmed it was right, she then took a swab of his throat and 
told him he was good to go. 

After hearing nothing and assuming good news, another email from 
Ethier came on Dec. 20 informing the Red Deer volunteers that, after a 
bit of a whirlwind with all the pre-competition rescheduling, in an effort to 
“stay one step ahead of COVID,” they would be introducing not-
previously planned “shift-based COVID tests due to your committees’ 
proximity to teams.” 

“We have arranged for you to conduct this test at the Cambridge starting 
on Dec. 22 through to the end of the championship (exception is Dec 25). 
Please stop by Boardroom 1 at the Cambridge prior, during or after all of 
your scheduled volunteer shifts anytime between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m,” the email continued, encouraging volunteers to be “extremely mask 
compliant,” “maintain social distancing — particularly from teams” and 
“monitor social interactions.” 

Again, Morgan found himself scratching his head. Not because they were 
moving to daily testing for volunteers — that part made perfect sense. 
But because they would be allowed to be tested, before, during, or after 
their shift. 

Once the tournament started and he completed his first COVID-19 tests 
for his first two games on Dec. 26 and Dec. 27, where he worked both of 
the night games tracking shots on goal (each member of the Rebels’ staff 
was given a different responsibility, ranging from his duty tracking shots 
to others monitoring penalties, assists and plus-minus), nobody at the 
Peavey Mart Centrium, located a five-minute drive from the hotel, 
required he prove he was negative to enter cordoned-off areas of the 
arena where he and other staff and volunteers intersected. 

Ahead of both of those games, when he re-entered the Cambridge Red 
Deer Hotel to take his daily COVID-19 test, it was much busier than it 
had been back on Dec. 14. 

In the bar, the TVs played the afternoon game and the players, wearing 
their crested parka jackets, were gathered to watch or hang out in the 
lounge area nearby the entrance. 

“I saw Slovakian players, Swiss players, coaches, the USA, and some 
Sweden people. The only team I didn’t see was Russia,” Morgan said. “I 
didn’t directly engage with any of them but I was frequently walking past 
them. I know other people from the off-ice group, when they went in the 
morning, they were testing at the same time as a couple of the other 
teams, at the same time as the players. But when I was in there, it was 
always one or two people in there and it was quick. But there was no 
division between tournament people, regular people, volunteers and 
players.” 

Morgan, scheduled to work both of the day’s games, was on his way 
back to the hotel to get tested for the beginning of his 1 p.m. volunteer 
shift on Dec. 29 when he got a text and an email informing him that the 
first of those games had been cancelled following a positive COVID-19 
test within Team Russia (which was later confirmed to be 16-year-old 
sensation Matvei Michkov). 

Though the messages came a day after a separate round of tests had 
already cancelled a game between USA and Switzerland in Red Deer 
following two positive tests among the American players, they said that 
the evening game was still on. 

An hour and a half later, things had changed again and after having 
already read tweets about the tournament’s pending cancellation, he got 
another email confirming it. 

In short order, multiple team staff in Red Deer expressed frustrations to 
The Athletic about how loose the setup at the hotel had been. Then 
players began to express their own criticisms. 

Having watched it all play out, Morgan wasn’t surprised by how they felt. 

“We were all really disappointed that it ended. But the organization right 
from the get go felt like there hasn’t been a whole lot of organization,” he 
said. “Even just getting the photo identification cards they had for all of us 
to wear, I went three times and they weren’t able to print it and I’ve had to 
provide four pictures. It was quite an ordeal just to get it and then I 
showed up for my first shift and I still had to wait half an hour to get it. 
And that’s not even COVID-related. Just everything that was kind of 
related was a disaster.” 

While those issues trickled out, officials from the IIHF and Hockey 
Canada met with the media to try to map out what happened, explaining 
that the players were on exclusive floors within the hotel. Hockey Canada 
COO Scott Smith insisted that teams had originally believed the 
protected environment was “too strict.” 

“When we started the competition, the protected environment was 
enough,” added IIHF president Luc Tardif. “Omicron changed our point of 
view.” 

Later that night, after a ceremony at a local church, Morgan’s parents 
attended the reception for that wedding in one of those auditoriums down 
the hall. 

When they and other guests at the wedding (who declined to speak for 
this story on the record) showed up at the hotel, they entered through a 
private entrance and not through the main foyer. The hall that ran 
between them and the rest of the hotel was blocked off by a rope and 
curtain. When his dad stepped into the hotel and began defogging his 
glasses, a security guard reminded him to put on his mask and he quickly 
obliged. 

Though they could see the players gathering in the hotel, their 
tournaments by then over, his parents, who are local and didn’t stay at 
the hotel, never interacted with them. 

A young couple, who were engaged in the spring, were married. 

But the more stringent restrictions in place were too little too late. 
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A day later, on Dec. 30, Morgan received another email, this one from 
Michelle Skilnick of Hockey Alberta. 

“I just wanted to let everyone know that we did have a positive test (from 
our tests yesterday) amongst our upstairs crew so we ask that everyone 
monitor their symptoms and stay home if you’re not feeling well,” it wrote. 
“I hope everyone is feeling OK. Please know that it’s not my role to 
disclose the name of the person so I ask that you respect their privacy. I 
want to thank everyone for all their time and dedication to the event. Sad 
to see it cancelled but understand their decision.” 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Can the 2022 world juniors be rescheduled for 
this summer? 

 

By Corey Pronman Jan 3, 2022 

 

Shortly after the 2022 world juniors in Edmonton and Red Deer were 
canceled late last week following three COVID-19-related forfeitures, 
IIHF President Luc Tardif told the media the federation would like to 
reschedule the tournament for sometime during the summer. Once the 
dust settles, it’s expected the stakeholders will convene and discuss this 
possibility. Rescheduling the tournament will not be a simple endeavor, 
so it begs the question of whether they should — or even can — make it 
happen. 

Why reschedule it? 

As Tardif mentioned last week, the World Junior Championship is a 
primary tournament that helps fund international hockey: “The revenue 
generated from [the world juniors and world championships] enables our 
federation to survive and support the operation of all other IIHF World 
Championship events.” While the interest in Canada is well known and a 
primary driver of revenue, the tournament now has international interest 
and is watched in significant numbers in various countries. The fan 
interest in the world juniors far surpasses any other U18 or U20 event on 
the international calendar. 

Hockey Canada has also now lost a significant amount of money by 
hosting one and a half tournaments in the last two years with fans 
allowed at only a handful of games. They are an extremely important 
federation for hockey and their bleeding money is a concern for the 
game. 

Most importantly, it’s about making sure the players don’t get a unique 
life experience taken away from them if there is a reasonable path to 
getting it back. I get the urge to say “Why?” or “Move on” to the idea of 
trying to scramble to put together a new world junior tournament in the 
summer. For a lot of people in hockey, the timing would be highly 
inconvenient (especially if a CHL Top Prospects Game is also taking 
place in that window), and for fans, it would be taking place during a time 
when they likely prefer to be doing something else that isn’t staying 
inside and watching junior hockey. And as for the players, this is not 
something a lot of them can come back and do next year — for many of 
them, this is their one and only shot at this experience. 

But there is also another plausible window to do it: Tardif and sources 
I’ve talked to have suggested June, particularly mid to late June once the 
CHL season is finished. And yes, that would lead directly into the 2022 
NHL Draft. Once you start leaking into July when NHL development 
camps take place, it’s still possible players could be released, but you 
could run into more issues. August will introduce run-ins with camps for 
club teams and interfere with other international hockey events. June 
makes the most sense out of all the possible windows. 

Why not reschedule it? 

Even if a window for the tournament is ultimately decided upon for June 
or July, it will have been the end of a very long season for some players. 
Some may have had CHL playoffs last deep into the spring and possibly 
into June. Some may have gone to the World Championships or NHL. 
Some may have NHL combines or their NHL draft process underway. If 
several of the top players — like say, Jake Sanderson, Logan Cooley, 
Shane Wright, William Eklund, Simon Edvinsson or Owen Power — 
aren’t available, it could beg questions about the integrity of the 
tournament. 

Putting them into a new world junior tournament is not as simple as 
putting on a World Junior Summer Showcase, as it will likely require an 
early entry and quarantine period like the last two world juniors. If there is 
any preliminary camp process to go with it, it could span three to four 
weeks during the summer for the players involved. This could create very 
long seasons for players, especially for any who are NHL draft-eligible, if 
the tournament is held in June. Several NHL sources pointed to a lack of 
summer training time and rest for players who would be candidates for a 
summer tournament. 

Future U20 camps also present an issue: The hockey calendar moves 
on. Once we get into July, the federations will begin having U17, U18 and 
U20 camps to evaluate their next age groups and prepare for future 
tournaments. Those typically begin shortly after the NHL Draft, which 
shortens the potential windows this can be done in. 

And there is also a business argument to be had about not rescheduling 
it at all — even if business is a primary reason to reschedule it in the first 
place. The tournament generates huge buzz in part due to the time of the 
year it’s held in, the holiday season, where everyone is inside and their 
brains are wired to watch it. In the summer, there will likely be less 
interest, as we saw in the summer of 2020 with ratings for other bubble 
tournaments in sports. Also, this year’s world juniors, held in the era of 
COVID-19, was struggling to sell tickets in Canada, and I’m sure some 
may reasonably argue the spike in Alberta may have led to that, along 
with the usual high prices for tickets. If things fall through again, do you 
really want more sunken costs? 

Obstacles to rescheduling 

While we all want to see a real World Junior Championship with the best 
U20 players represented in a packed house, there is no guarantee that 
will happen. 

Canada was given 2022 hosting rights after agreeing to host in 2021 
without fans, with the hope of making money in 2022. COVID-19 brought 
down this tournament. While the IIHF successfully hosted a previous 
world juniors in a full bubble — as well as a U18 Worlds, a World 
Championship and a Women’s Worlds, all during the COVID-19 
pandemic — there is no guarantee they could execute a U20 tournament 
in the summer with fans. It’s possible new and unexpected COVID-19-
related issues could arise again and result in a third failed attempt in 18 
months to have the tournament in Canada with fans. 

Finding a venue will not be simple. Presuming it stays in Canada, as I 
have a hard time seeing Canada forfeiting the hosting rights, arenas are 
booked well ahead of time. The dream is to fill up an NHL rink, but it’s 
possible the Oilers’ or Flames’ rinks could have NHL games being played 
into June, so it certainly may not be hosted in the same place it was 
envisioned (presuming the tournament would be in June). The Women’s 
Worlds found a venue in WinSport in Calgary, but finding an NHL venue 
not blocked off for a several week span would be challenging. 

That rolls into another set of issues: The tournament, as ideally 
envisioned, takes a very long time to organize and plan. Typically, 
preparations begin over a year in advance. The Women’s Worlds were 
rescheduled within a few months, but it was held in a bubble with a set of 
players who are not currently playing professionally. I can envision a 
scenario where a stripped-down version of the tournament occurs in the 
summer from a presentation and revenue perspective, but it wouldn’t be 
the tournament you’re used to seeing, and from a business perspective, 
it arguably may not be a tournament that’s worth it. 
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You will also need buy-in from the various federations to make this work. 
From preliminary calls to these various federations, there were mixed 
feelings, with some strongly supporting the idea and others hesitant 
about moving heaven and earth to make this work. 

My opinion 

A lot of people want to see the world juniors happen. I want to see the 
world juniors happen, even though I have a clear and obvious bias. I 
think it’s worth making a best effort to try to make it happen, even though 
it may be a highly complicated endeavor with many obstacles. 

If you can’t find an NHL rink to host the tournament, you immediately 
lower the tournament’s financial upside and face the same downside as 
the last two tournaments in that you don’t make money due to potential 
COVID-19 issues. 

Presuming you can find a rink that works — even if it’s a junior rink 
(never mind a second rink) — presuming COVID-19 issues are mild at 
the time, and presuming you can get the federations on board with taking 
the plunge, I hope for the players’ sake that all parties try to make this 
happen. Realistically though, despite the IIHF and Hockey Canada 
wanting to make a new 2022 World Junior Championship a reality, I think 
there will be too many issues to solve in a not-long-enough time span to 
make the endeavor worth it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Koskinen's 'brutal mistake' moves Oilers closer to rock 
bottom 

 

Mark Spector January 3, 2022, 10:47 PM 

 

EDMONTON -- Dave Tippett, like pretty much everyone else in this town, 
has seen enough of Mikko Koskinen. 

The coach is done. You can tell by the quotes. 

“Our goaltending wasn’t very good, and we didn’t get enough pucks to 
the net to get back in the game,” said the Edmonton Oilers head coach 
after a 4-1 loss to the New York Rangers, his team a tire fire burning 
towards the bottom of the standings. 

Lafrenière scores after brutal Koskinen misplay 

The big Finn has an ugly habit of letting in the first goal of the game, 
regardless of the degree of difficulty -- always has -- but Tippett couldn’t 
hold his tongue any longer after Koskinen opened Monday’s loss by 
shooting a puck over the glass just 15 seconds into the evening, then 
wandered to get a puck that could not be reached, leading to an easy 
Rangers goal and the requisite 1-0 Oilers deficit. 

Tippett’s team has given up the first goal in 20 of 24 games, is on its 
worst losing streak of the season, and Koskinen opens the game by 
handing the Rangers a freebie. The coach didn’t hold back. 

“It’s a brutal mistake,” the coach said. “What are you going to do? Call it 
what it is. We’re playing well, and it’s a brutal mistake.” 

You can question how well Tippett’s team is really playing, but what you 
can’t doubt is how badly the bench sags when Koskinen allows an early 
softie, which has been his M.O. ever since he joined the Oilers. 

Expect Stuart Skinner to get the start Wednesday in Toronto, as 
Edmonton tries to salvage a single win on this five-game roadie. 

“There is a lot of adversity here,” Tippett said. “We’re learning a lot about 
our team. Going through a lot of injury issues, COVID issues… There’s 
lots to improve on.” 

Is Tippett's job in jeopardy after Oilers' loss to Rangers? 

Mike Smith is hurt again, and no one is saying how long he’s out for. But 
the good fortune Edmonton enjoyed when their 38-year-old netminder 
was a top six or seven goalie in the NHL last season has flipped. Now, 
Smith can’t play three games in a row without getting hurt, a very 
foreseeable predicament for GM Ken Holland, who rolled the dice on an 
ageing goalie. 

Holland lost that gamble badly, and unless this team gets someone who 
can stop a puck, the playoffs seem increasingly improbable. 

“It’s been frustrating. I think it’s kind of affecting our play now,” 
defenceman Cody Ceci said of his team’s overall play. “It’s easy to play 
when you’re confident and winning. It gets tough when you’re going 
through something like this. Guys in and out of the lineup... It’s just a 
frustrating time, and we’re the only ones who can pull ourselves out of 
this. 

“It’s definitely affecting the mood of the players. When you start getting 
down on yourself you get frustrated with teammates as well. I think a win 
would go a long way with this group.” 

Tippett unhappy after Oilers' loss to Rangers 

After losing six straight before Christmas, the Oilers have come out of the 
break with a winless four-game road trip (0-2-2) that closes out in 
Toronto on Wednesday, a game that has a Capital L written all over it. 

It is highly unlikely that Holland will fire Tippett without first making a 
move or two to jumpstart this lineup. But his team is showing every sign 
of a roster that needs some kind of a shakeup, and time is wasting. 

Only the Arizona Coyotes and Montreal Canadiens have worse winning 
percentages since Dec. 3. That’s how bad it is in Edmonton right now. 

The superstars aren’t playing to their level, and the guys below are not 
helpful enough offensively. Ryan McLeod was excellent on Monday, but 
the fact the Oilers have only drawn four powerplays four games into this 
road trip belies the fact that Edmonton’s forwards have not been nearly 
dangerous enough. 

If no one is taking any penalties against you, it’s because they don’t have 
to. 

“We’re trying to (draw penalties),” Tippett said. “But obviously not.” 

Edmonton is 2-8-2 in their past 12 games, and worse yet, it’s difficult to 
see the path out. Like everyone, their lineup has been patchwork, but 
that’s not an excuse in today’s COVID-19 NHL. 

This may not be rock bottom. But Tippett, and Koskinen, can see it from 
here. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs adjust on fly after Matthews has positive rapid 
COVID test 

 

Luke Fox January 3, 2022, 2:43 PM 

 

TORONTO -- The day after Auston Matthews was named the NHL’s first 
star of December, he missed the Toronto Maple Leafs’ first practice of 
January. 

Matthews and assistant coach Dean Chynoweth stayed clear from the 
rink Monday after submitting positive rapid COVID-19 tests in the 
morning. 
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Both are asymptomatic and awaiting the results of their PCR tests, which 
won’t be available until Tuesday morning. 

“There have been some instances where those rapid positives have been 
false. So that's why at this point it’s just precautionary that they were 
removed for today. We'll wait confirmation [Tuesday] morning,” head 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“It’s been more my reality in the NHL than has been normal. We were 
ready for practice here today and had a plan in place, and then when we 
were told Auston wasn't going to be available, we had to adjust quickly. 
And you move on.” 

The Leafs did welcome back defenceman Timothy Liljegren from protocol 
when they hit the ice for the first time since routing the Ottawa Senators 
6-0 on Saturday. 

The Senators have been ravaged by positive tests, and three more 
players -- Thomas Chabot, Zach Sanford, and Chris Tierney -- were 
placed in protocol Monday morning. 

All three skated against the Maple Leafs on Saturday. 

Matthews, 24, found the scoresheet in all seven of his December 
appearances, averaging two points per game. The reigning Rocket 
Richard Trophy winner has scorched his way up the goal-scoring race 
and now ranks third with 20 goals. 

Matthews previously contracted COVID in June of 2020 but was not 
touched by the rash of Omicron that ran through Toronto’s roster last 
month. 

“We've been fortunate to this point that anybody who has been positive 
has gotten through it with relatively mild symptoms. And we saw the 
other night that our guys have recovered well,” Keefe said. 

“It's just become part of our reality that we have to deal with.” 

If Matthews must serve a five-day quarantine but remains asymptomatic, 
he might only miss Wednesday’s tilt versus the Edmonton Oilers. The 
Leafs already have seen games Monday (Carolina) and Thursday 
(Montreal) postponed. 

Captain John Tavares moved up the lineup between Mitch Marner and 
Michael Bunting on the top line Monday, while Alexander Kerfoot centred 
William Nylander and Ilya Mikheyev on the second unit. 

“I didn't give it a great deal of thought. I really just kind of defaulted to 
some of the things that we had done last season and we played without 
Auston,” Keefe explained of his quick adjustment. “Bringing Kerfoot back 
into the middle keeps [third-line centre David] Kämpf and [fourth-line 
centre Jason] Spezza solid in their spots. 

“Kerfoot has shown the ability to play centre and do a good job for us 
throughout the season. It keeps him and Willy together, and I think those 
guys have done a good job.” 

Added Kerfoot, seemingly speaking for the entire province: “We want to 
move past this as quick as we can, but COVID obviously is still lingering 
around.” 

One-Timers: Liljegren returned to practice Monday after serving his 
quarantine. He did his best to stay in shape through stretching and yoga. 
“I'm asymptomatic, so didn’t have any symptoms at all,” he says. “It 
sucks. After we went back to the ice after that little break, I thought I was 
in the clear.” Good news is, Liljegren only had to serve a five-day 
quarantine and only missed one game…. Jake Muzzin says he has “no 
effects” of the virus and should be ready to go Wednesday versus 
Edmonton…. Jack Campbell, who pitched his fourth shutout Saturday, 
will start against the Oilers. “For right now, we think there's opportunity 
here for Jack to just run with it,” Keefe says. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 12 key NHL storylines to watch for in 2022, on and off the 
ice 

 

Sonny Sachdeva January 2, 2022, 9:13 AM 

 

After looking like we might just make it out of 2021 on the upswing, a late 
run of postponements, rising case numbers and a new variant has thrust 
a fresh thorn into our collective side. 

And as we leave behind this tumultuous, unpredictable year, that final 
turn leaves plenty of questions on the table for what the hockey world will 
look like in 2022. Those hazy ones come alongside the more familiar 
questions we usually have on the lighthearted stuff — the records, 
awards and championship dreams. And then there's the larger question 
of all that has been exposed about hockey's flawed culture over these 
recent years, and what steps will be taken to find genuine progress, to 
make real change. 

All that considered, here's a look at our top NHL storylines to watch for in 
2022: 

What impact will the COVID-19 pandemic have on the NHL in 2022? 

For the third straight season, the NHL has seen its campaign disrupted 
by the unending unpredictability of the pandemic. First came the 
suspended (and later restarted) 2019-20 season, then the realigned 
2020-21. Now, after a fairly normal start to 2021-22, a new highly 
transmissible variant has led to rising case numbers and a rash of 
postponed games. 

While the hope is the pandemic subsides slowly and steadily over the 
next year, it’s impossible to know what exactly the situation will look like. 
And with NHL players more immersed in the public than they were a year 
ago, it’s unclear what impact the pandemic will continue to have on the 
league and the need to hit pause if the risk of spreading the virus 
becomes too great. 

So, where will that leave us by the end of 2021-22 — will the current 
campaign stretch a full 82 games, or will the interruption we’re currently 
seeing force another on-the-fly adjustment to the season? How many 
fans will be permitted to safely fill arenas by the time that final game of 
the year rolls around? Amid a season that seemed to be a return to 
normalcy, only to become a reminder that we aren’t out of the woods yet, 
will 2022-23 be the cookie-cutter, 82-game season of familiarity we’d 
hoped for? 

Beyond the basic structure of this season and the next, there’s also the 
question of how the league’s financial situation will be affected by the 
pandemic’s continued impact. In December, commissioner Gary Bettman 
said he believed the salary cap would continue to rise by $1 million each 
year moving forward and would spike again a few seasons after this 
current one. Does the new string of postponements and revenues lost in 
attendance restrictions change that prediction? 

| All our Bold Predictions, all in one spot 

What will the 2022 playoffs look like? 

Coming off two years of altered playoff pictures, what exactly will we see 
from the 2022 post-season? 

The 2020 iteration was the most significant format divergence brought on 
by the pandemic, the league opting for a 24-team tournament with a 
Qualifying Round, played in two hub cities. Last year’s marked a return to 
the traditional 16-team tourney with best-of-seven series, but one that 
featured four realigned divisions to deal with cross-border travel 
restrictions. 

Given what’s transpired throughout the league over the past few weeks, 
a post-season that seemed set to be a simple affair has become far more 
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complicated. If circumstances force the league to wrap the season before 
hitting a full 82 games, how does determining the rightful entrants affect 
the format — does another Qualifying Round come into play? With 
games recently postponed due to complications around cross-border 
travel, will we see realignment or an altered format that takes travel 
restrictions into account? 

At some point down the line, this will all be history. But for now, the new 
normal is waiting to see what changes the pandemic forces, and how the 
league adjusts. Hopefully 2022 is the last year in which that’s the case. 

Who goes to Beijing for the Olympic men’s hockey tournament? 

After a summer of excitement at the prospect of a Team Canada squad 
led by Sidney Crosby, Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon, the 
Olympic men’s hockey tournament was dealt a significant blow with the 
news that NHL players won’t be in attendance. The big-league best-on-
best dreams have been dashed for another four years. But that leads to 
another handful of questions. 

With only a month to go before the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing 
begin, who is called upon to fill out the men’s squads that would’ve been 
chock full of NHL all-stars? Do established-but-teamless veterans like 
Eric Staal and Tuukka Rask go the Olympic route with that lane now 
open, or focus on getting back to the big leagues? (That option seems 
more likely for the former than the latter, with Rask seeming likely to 
return to the Bruins). 

And what will the interest level among fans look like in the wake of a 
2018 Pyeongchang tournament similarly without NHL-calibre names, and 
after months of expecting to see the biggest stars in the sport taking the 
ice for their countries? 

On the other side of that coin, what does the league do for the host of 
disgruntled NHL stars who are seeing their chance at international glory 
slip through their fingers once again? 

Said McDavid recently of the NHL withdrawing from Olympic 
participation: "The whole thing is so disappointing. It's hard to really put 
into words what I think a lot of guys are feeling, especially the guys that 
haven't gotten to go before. Now, we're missing it for the second time in a 
row. We can't dwell on it. 

“We do have to find a way to get a best-on-best tournament at some 
point here. We can't go six, seven, eight years without playing best-on-
best.” 

The last World Cup of Hockey was held in 2016 in Toronto. With the 
Olympics out of the picture, do we see new World Cup plans hammered 
out in 2022? 

The best Big Reads of 2021 

As 2021 reaches its end, we're reflecting on the stories that shaped our 
year. Here are some of our favourite Big Reads from the last 12 months. 

| From hockey in south Texas to dressing room playlists, here are our 
editors' picks. 

Will the Canucks continue their unlikely march to the playoffs? 

No club saw its momentum halted as abruptly by the league’s recent 
pause than the Canucks, who’ve gone on a tear in the wake of a 
coaching change that saw Travis Green ousted and Bruce Boudreau 
handed the reins. 

The ‘Bruce There It Is’ era in Vancouver has amounted to seven wins in 
eight games since Boudreau’s arrival. The club sat at 8-15-2 when the 
former Capitals, Ducks and Wild coach arrived, with the Canucks well out 
of the playoff picture at the time. Now, they’re up to 15-15-3, and just a 
few points away from a wild-card spot. 

A march from the conference basement back into the playoff picture 
would be no small feat — we only have to look as far back as the St. 
Louis Blues in 2019 to get a sense of how a run like that can galvanize a 

team, and the Canucks seem to have enough raw talent to do something 
unpredictable if everything falls their way. 

With the Canucks resuming play, and finally enduring their first loss 
under Boudreau, can they pick up where they left off and continue their 
resurgent climb up the standings? 

Will anyone be able to end the Oilers’ Art Ross reign? 

The Edmonton Oilers’ two-headed monster has wreaked havoc on the 
scoring race over the past half-decade, with Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl claiming four of the past five Art Ross trophies (three for 
McDavid, one for Draisaitl). They’ve snagged the past two consecutively, 
and currently sit first (McDavid) and second (Draaisaitl) in league scoring 
this season. 

The only player who’s been able to interrupt that stretch is Nikita 
Kucherov, who put up an absurd 128 points in 2018-19, but the Russian 
phenom has been sidelined with injury this year, taking him out of the 
equation. Alex Ovechkin is the closest to the Oilers duo at the moment, 
sitting a handful of points behind the pair, with Steven Stamkos, Nazem 
Kadri and Jonathan Huberdeau close behind. 

Will one of the two Oilers pivots claim the league’s scoring crown for the 
third straight year — and the fifth time in the past six seasons? And, 
more importantly, will Edmonton be able to turn that regular-season 
scoring dominance into some form of meaningful post-season progress? 

How close will Ovechkin get to Gretzky’s goal-scoring record in 2022? 

Speaking of Ovechkin, with the Washington Capitals captain having 
claimed his Stanley Cup and enough Rocket Richard trophies to cement 
his legacy as one of the best to ever take the ice in the NHL, the focus on 
the Russian sniper has shifted to one thing and one thing alone: The 
Great Eight’s pursuit of The Great One. 

As it currently stands, Ovechkin sits at 752 career goals, good for fourth-
most all-time, and 152 back of Wayne Gretzky’s all-time mark, 894. 
Depending on where you fall in your belief of Ovechkin’s historic skill, 
he’s either got a strong chance of topping Gretzky’s mark, or it’s 
inevitable. Either way, the question for No. 8 each year for the next few 
will be how close he manages to get to that lofty total. 

The general line of thinking was that if Ovechkin (now 36 years old) could 
keep up a 20-goal pace for his twilight years, maybe he’d stick around 
long enough to do it. But he already has 22 goals just 32 games into the 
season, putting him on pace for just shy of 60 goals by the season’s end 
(if the pandemic allows for a full 82 games). 

If he gets to 60 this season — an unrealistic hypothetical for some, 
maybe, but the nine-time Rocket Richard winner’s topped out at 65 
before and has hit 50 seven other times — that would move Ovechkin’s 
all-time total to 790, good for third all-time behind only Gretzky and 
Gordie Howe, and just 104 behind the top spot. 

Will Ovechkin slow down and (somehow) land closer to 30 by the end of 
the 2021-22 season, keeping the doubt alive? Or hit 50 or 60 goals and 
make it all but inevitable that he claims the throne within the next few 
seasons? 

In Memoriam 

As 2021 reaches its end, Sportsnet is remembering not only the 
moments that stayed with us, but the people who’ve left us. 

| Remembering the notable sports figures we lost in 2021 

Will the contenders finally contend? 

The hierarchy of quality clubs in the NHL has shaken out fairly clearly 
over the past couple seasons, at least on paper. The Bolts have looked 
the part and have made good on that potential with rings and banners. 
Past that, we’ve seen a few clubs look like bona fide contenders for years 
now, but continue to come up short of a real run. 
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We’re a half-decade into the Toronto Maple Leafs putting together 
progressively more regular-season promise, only to be ousted in the first 
round of the post-season. The Colorado Avalanche have made it as far 
as the second round in each of the past three years, but even that has 
seemed a meagre result given they boast one of the game’s undeniable 
best in Nathan MacKinnon, and a spoil of riches when it comes to the 
rest of their talent up front and on the back end. The Golden Knights 
have looked close since they first came into existence, and they’ve only 
added more all-stars to their roster with each passing year — that’s led 
them to back-to-back trips to the third round the past two years, but 
there’s a sense they’ve left progress on the table. 

All three appear to have new reason for belief in 2022. The Maple Leafs 
reeled off a string of 15 wins in 17 games from late October to early 
December, and have seen their star pivot blossom into a Rocket Richard 
Trophy winner. The Avalanche have a career-best season from Kadri to 
add to the mix, the depth centre currently sitting fifth in league scoring 
and piling up points faster than he ever has. And the Golden Knights, 
who’ve added all-stars like Mark Stone and Alex Pietrangelo in recent 
years, will throw Jack Eichel into the mix at some point in 2022, just for 
good measure. 

The potential is there for all three — is 2022 the year we see one of 
these contenders take the next step and go on a deep run, if not win it 
all? 

Can the Bolts claim the elusive three-peat and cement dynasty status? 

Coming off back-to-back Cup wins, the Lightning — whose 47 points are 
tied for tops in the league at the moment — remain well-stocked, well-
coached and very capable of running it back. But that three-peat is a 
tough mountain to climb, even for the best of teams. 

The last club to get a crack at it was the Pittsburgh Penguins, who went 
back-to-back in 2016 and 2017 — they fell in the second in round the 
next year, to the eventual Cup winners. The Red Wings won in ’97 and 
’98, and then similarly fell in the second round one year later. Before that, 
it was the Pens again in ’91 and ’92, and again a second-round exit a 
year later. 

All of those squads were just as star-studded as these Bolts — that 
recent iteration of the Pens led by Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, the older 
group by Mario Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr, while those Red Wings had 
Steve Yzerman and Nicklas Lidstrom doing their thing — but they 
couldn’t claim that elusive third ring. 

The last squad to put together a three-year reign over the league was the 
New York Islanders, their early '80s run spanning four straight seasons, 
cementing them as an undeniable dynasty (Gretzky’s late-'80s Oilers 
couldn’t get the three-peat either, but earned dynasty status with a 
decent four Cups over five years). 

There’s something special about these Bolts, that much is clear. Now, 
the question is whether they can separate themselves from the other 
back-to-backers and make even more history in 2022, moving from an 
elite present day champ to a bona fide dynasty. 

Remaining Time -6:25 

Top 50 NHL Plays of the Year for 2021: The Top 10 

Who will win the Shane Wright sweepstakes ahead of the 2022 NHL 
Draft? 

On the far other end of the spectrum are the Ottawa Senators, Montreal 
Canadiens, and Arizona Coyotes — the three clubs occupying the 
bottom three spots in the league standings. With the halfway mark of the 
2021-22 season approaching, the focus for the trio is likely already 
directed at the 2022 NHL Draft and likely No. 1 pick Shane Wright, the 
Kingston Frontenacs centreman who’s put up 30 points through 22 
games in the OHL so far this season. 

All three clubs would be intriguing landing spots for the Burlington, Ont., 
native. 

In Ottawa, a slowly but steadily growing crop of blue-chip talent has the 
Senators faithful seeing promise on the horizon, even if it isn’t quite here 
yet. Adding Wright to a group highlighted by Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle 
and Thomas Chabot — not to mention a number of other talented young 
pieces — would line up perfectly with where Ottawa’s at now and where 
they hope to be a couple years down the line. 

Montreal, meanwhile, finds itself in a devastating position just months 
after making a grand return to the Stanley Cup Final for the first time in 
nearly three decades. That progress was all but wiped out by the loss of 
a long list of key contributors up and down the lineup. The only hope now 
is that Jeff Gorton brings the same luck he had in New York and lands 
Montreal a lottery pick in 2022. 

And then there’s Arizona, mired again in endless arena issues, with a few 
other controversies in the not-so-distant past. After following up a rare 
playoff appearance with another post-season miss in 2021, the Coyotes 
find themselves once again treading water. They need direction, and 
excitement — two things a No. 1 pick could help bring to the desert. 

Where will the Coyotes play in 2022? What happens with the Flames’ 
arena plans? 

On that Coyotes’ arena note, there’s a key question there that will need 
to be answered in 2022 — where will the team play after this current 
season? The City of Glendale is terminating the team’s Gila River Arena 
lease after the 2021-22 campaign — the Coyotes say they’re committed 
to keeping the team in Arizona, but where exactly that will be is unclear. 
Do they find a new building to call home, or does relocation come into 
play? 

And if the league goes down the latter route, will it be Houston, Quebec 
City, or somewhere else altogether? 

Elsewhere in the arena world, the Flames have their own situation to sort 
out — after years of tumult to get a plan for a new arena inked, and an 
agreement finally coming to fruition two years ago, construction on the 
club’s new venue was set to begin in 2022. Instead, the plan has hit yet 
another snag, with the team appearing to have withdrawn from the 
agreement due to rising costs and disagreements with the city about who 
should take on those costs. 

Will the two sides return to the table and find a way to salvage the plans 
for a new arena in Calgary, or is the deal truly dead? If it’s the latter, a 
new long-term plan will need to be sorted out for the Flames, whose 
current building ranks as the second-oldest in the league. 

The Canucks are searching for the next GM after bringing aboard Jim 
Rutherford as president of hockey operations. The same goes for the 
Montreal Canadiens, who brought in Jeff Gorton as vice president of 
hockey operations. Both veteran managers are filling the GM role for the 
time being, but have spoken openly about the search for their eventual 
long-term replacements. 

The Anaheim Ducks and Chicago Blackhawks currently have interim 
managers running things after disturbing situations came to light 
regarding both organizations — longtime GM Bob Murray resigned from 
the former due to an investigation into allegations of verbal abuse 
directed at players and staff, while Stan Bowman resigned from the latter 
after the conclusion of an investigation into sexual assault allegations 
made against former assistant coach Brad Aldrich, and the club’s failure 
to properly address those allegations. 

Who fills those latter two roles, where new leadership is crucially needed, 
will be an essential question. As for the roles in Vancouver and Montreal, 
both Rutherford and Gorton have spoken about their desire to make their 
front offices more diverse, to bring new perspectives to their 
organizations. Which direction will the two veteran executives ultimately 
go when all is said and done? 

Will we see genuine, tangible change in the culture of the game? 

It’s been a brutal year for the hockey community. After a tumultuous 2020 
that saw BIPOC players around the game implore the hockey world to 
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meaningful address systemic racism in the sport, the spotlight continued 
to shine on hockey culture’s deep flaws in 2021. The trauma that Kyle 
Beach was forced to endure, and the failure by so many who had the 
opportunity to protect him, or at the very least speak up once they 
became aware of the situation, stands as a poignant indicator of where 
the culture of the sport is at. 

After two years of seeing these problems begin to be laid bare, the 
question remains: What will be done to meaningfully address these 
flaws? 

In December, Kim Davis — the NHL’s executive vice president of social 
impact, growth initiatives and legislative affairs — outlined an extensive 
plan to Gary Bettman, Bill Daly and other key decision-makers on how to 
move forward. It was “unanimously endorsed” by the group, according to 
the commissioner. Part of that plan involves the league partnering with 
Sheldon Kennedy’s Respect Group, with all NHL personnel set to receive 
training from the Group on how to prevent bullying, discrimination, 
harassment, sexual abuse, substance abuse, suicide and violence. 

That training will begin in March 2022, according to Davis, to be 
completed by the end of the season. It’s a start, but there’s much to be 
done before real progress can be judged. Among all the on-ice stories 
we’ll be watching for in 2022, the most important ones will be those off 
the ice, and what tangible steps forward we see from the NHL and the 
sport at large. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Powered by a tenacious forecheck, the Flames keep 
rolling after outbreak 

 

Eric Francis January 2, 2022, 11:29 PM 

 

More shots than a New Year’s Eve party. 

That’s how the Calgary Flames celebrated their first game of 2022, taking 
a club record 26 shots on goal in a second period Sunday that put on 
display exactly how Darryl Sutter’s team wants — and needs — to play. 

While some still mistake their game as being “defence-first,” the true 
calling card of this club is a tenacious forecheck that, when fully 
engaged, keeps the opposition on its heels in its own zone. 

Mission accomplished Sunday, giving the Flames a 5-1 win in Chicago 
for their second straight victory since the team emerged from its shocking 
Covid break. 

The ability to rest and recharge through a 19-day break in action due to 
Omicron should continue to serve the team well. 

“I think the second period just showed how we can play when we’re 
playing good hockey and have a lot of shots and create a lot of chances,” 
said Elias Lindholm, whose power-play goal smack dab in the middle of 
the second-period onslaught of shots proved to be the winner after 
snapping a 1-1 tie. “It was obviously a fun period to be a part of and we 
want to see more of that. 

“The first period was slow from our side and we talked about it in 
between periods, that we need to come out better and get our game in 
order and play the way we used to.” 

All four lines, including Lindholm’s all-world top unit, have been hellbent 
on making life miserable for opponents in their end of the ice by 
completing checks, taking away time and space, and turning forced 
turnovers into scoring opportunities. 

On this night the Flames created 30 scoring chances (to the Hawks’ 16) 
at 5-on-5, adding up to 42 shots on Arvid Soderblom, who did well to 
keep the score close until the final few minutes of his first NHL start. 

“For sure, I think when a lot of guys are good on the forecheck, and when 
everyone is on the same page, that’s usually how it goes,” said Lindholm 
of a 26-shot period matched only by a Flames outing from 1986. 

“Guys are hard on the forecheck and relentless and from there we have a 
lot of chances and create a lot.” 

Of course, it helps when one of the NHL’s best playmakers is on top of 
his game, as Johnny Gaudreau set up two more goals before scoring 
one himself. 

It says plenty about how the Flames have pieced together the highest 
winning percentage in the Pacific division when a star like Gaudreau has 
his second-straight three-point outing overshadowed by a full, team effort 
that saw all but two Flames record shots on goal. 

“The only thing we know about our schedule is that we play in two days 
again, so you’re really trying to get everybody back to speed,” said 
Sutter, whose club is slated for three games in four nights starting 
Tuesday against a Murderer’s Row of road games against the Panthers, 
Lightning and Hurricanes. 

“And it’s not easy, so you have to rely on everybody. Everybody reacted 
different to the virus, so you’ve got to manage your way through it as a 
team and play smart.” 

Rewarded for their 12 shots on goal, all three members of the Flames' 
top line scored, including Matthew Tkachuk who tied the game shortly 
after Alex DeBrincat opened the scoring in the first. 

But this game was about a cast of characters including Dillon Dube, 
whose speed drew the penalty that led to Lindholm’s goal. Dube’s wheels 
also sprung him on a breakaway that forced Kirby Dach to haul him 
down, resulting in a penalty shot Dube was stopped on. 

Mikael Backlund spearheaded the team’s perfect penalty kill, also adding 
a pair of breakaways he was unable to convert. 

Jacob Markstrom made several timely stops as part of a 30-save effort, 
and Trevor Lewis scored a shorthanded goal that put the team up 3-1 in 
the second. 

He also had a big blocked shot late in the game, moments before Oliver 
Kylington’s empty netter put the visitors up 4-1. Another patented 
Gaudreau top-shelfer over Soderblom’s glove punctuated the win. 

“You could definitely feel the momentum change out there and it’s fun to 
play like that,” said Lewis of the second-period turnaround. 

“We started moving our feet and getting in there and putting it behind 
their defencemen and that’s when we go on the forecheck. We turn a lot 
of pucks over when we get down there and we kind of feed off that.” 

The Flames' next stop is Sunrise, Fla, where the storyline won’t be 
dominated anymore by Sam Bennett’s first chance to play against his 
former team. 

Bennett lost that opportunity when he was suspended three games for an 
illegal hit to the head of Canadiens forward Cedric Paquette Saturday. 

It’s a shame, as Bennett’s rebirth in Florida is something Flames fans 
have been watching closely. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Hurricanes reliance on balance and 
depth crucial to success 
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Chances are you already knew the Carolina Hurricanes were having an 
outstanding season. Even if you don’t see a ton of their games, 
Carolina’s cheeky Twitter account could be enough to keep you in the 
loop. The Canes’ .758 points percentage is the best mark in the league, 
as is their plus-40 goal differential. Carolina won nine straight games out 
of the gate and aside from a 1-4-1 hiccup at the end of November, the 
good times have basically been rolling non-stop. 

But just in case there were some people out there who hadn’t been 
paying quite enough attention to this team, the Hurricanes did something 
on Saturday you simply could not miss. Trailing the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 4-0 with just a tick over half a game to go, the Canes went crazy 
and popped seven unanswered goals on the home team. A pack-it-in 
situation turned into a 7-4 victory thanks to the Hurricanes' relentless 
attack. 

In a sense, the scoresheet was representative of the way the Canes rely 
on balance and depth to get the job done. Despite the squad scoring a 
touchdown, not one Carolina player wound up with more than two points. 
Sebastian Aho, the club’s scoring leader, was held pointless. Meanwhile, 
fourth-liner Steven Lorentz scored his fourth and fifth goals of the year, 
while D-man Brady Skjei also bagged a brace. Carolina put 49 shots on 
goal — chasing starter Daniil Tarasov in favour of Elvis Merzlikins — 
while giving up just 18 shots against. 

The Hurricanes — winners of four straight — allow an average of just 
26.8 shots against per game, the best mark in the league. Not 
surprisingly, the 2.13 goals-per-game they surrender is also tops in the 
NHL. Additionally, they rank second in penalty killing (89.5 per cent); 
seventh in goals for (3.42) and ninth in both power play (23.7 per cent) 
and shots on goal (33.6). That makes them a top-10 club across a half-
dozen categories, to say nothing of their strong underlying numbers. 

Summer UFA signing Frederik Andersen has been one of the best 
goalies in the league this year, while the nearly point-per-game 
production from another player inked in free agency — defenceman Tony 
DeAngelo — has helped offset the loss of Dougie Hamilton after the 
latter left Carolina for a megadeal in New Jersey. 

Rookie Seth Jarvis was one of those guys with two points versus the 
Jackets and his 0.64 points-per-game is tied for third among freshmen 
with Moritz Seider behind only Lucas Raymond (0.85) and Trevor Zegras 
(0.83). Meanwhile, Aho continues his ascent as one of the league’s top 
pivots and is on pace for a career-best 99 points. 

In two of the past three years, Carolina lost in the playoffs to a team that 
ultimately made the Stanley Cup Final or — as was the case last spring 
— claimed the Cup itself. Given what they can do across the board, it’s 
easy to see a scenario where nobody gets in the Canes’ way this year. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

• Speaking of the Canes, remember the pre-2013 NHL alignment that 
included the Southeast Division and how we all derisively called it the 
“South-Least” because it would often have only one good team — if that 
— and would produce a third seed in the Eastern Conference under the 
old playoff format that had fewer points than, like, the fourth, fifth and 
maybe even sixth seeds? Well, take a look at the top four teams by 
points in the league today. It’s the South-Beast Division now! 

• Speaking of the Canes Pt. II, Carolina wasn’t the only team to win a 
nutty game this weekend to extend a victory streak. The Pittsburgh 
Penguins held a 6-1 lead on the San Jose Sharks after 20 minutes on 
Sunday afternoon, only to find themselves in a one-goal game fewer than 
five minutes into the final frame. No worries, though, as the Steeltowners 
won their eighth straight game thanks to seal-the-deal goals from Evan 
Rodrigues and Bryan Rust, who both completed hat tricks with their third-

period tallies. The game marked the first time during its winning run that 
the Pens allowed an opponent more than two goals. 

• Just a quick note to point out that Panthers left winger Jonathan 
Huberdeau — who posted three assists in Saturday’s win over Montreal 
— is outscoring everybody in the NHL except Connor McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl and Alex Ovechkin. The Cats took care of Aleksander Barkov 
with an $80-million extension, so here’s hoping — for South Florida’s 
sake — Huberdeau never makes it close to the open market in 2023. 

• The St. Louis Blues defeated the Minnesota Wild 6-4 outside at the 
Winter Classic on Saturday night thanks largely to a four-point showing 
from Jordan Kyrou and a 1-1-2 from Ivan Barbashev. The turnover at the 
top of the St. Louis scoring charts this year is bonkers. Here are the top 
five Blues scorers right now and what they were up to last year: Vladimir 
Tarasenko (15th in team scoring, missed half the year with injury, asked 
for a trade in the summer); Jordan Kyrou (fifth in team scoring); Pavel 
Buchnevich (fourth in New York Rangers team scoring, acquired in the 
summer for a second-round pick and Sammy Blais, who has zero goals 
in 14 games this year); Ivan Barbashev (14th in team scoring); Robert 
Thomas (15th in team scoring). 

Weekend Warrior 

It was a nice touch for USA Hockey to announce the 2022 women’s 
Olympic entry at the Winter Classic. Special shout out to Abby Roque, 
who is set to become the first Indigenous hockey player to wear the Red 
White and Blue of Team USA at the Games. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (21-8-2) In just his second game of the season, 
Ilya Mikheyev netted two goals — one SHG, one PPG — in Toronto’s 6-0 
smashing of the Ottawa Senators on Saturday. 

2. Calgary Flames (17-7-6) A lot of love for Carolina in this piece; well, 
the Flames hold the league’s second-best goal-differential at plus-31 
after dumping the Chicago Blackhawks 5-1 on Sunday night. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (15-11-5) The Jets opened a tough stretch of schedule 
with a 5-4 overtime win in Vegas on Sunday. Thanks to some home 
PPDs, the game marked the start of a run where Winnipeg will play six of 
eight away from Manitoba against some top-level clubs like Colorado, 
Washington and the Penguins. 

4. Vancouver Canucks (16-15-3) J.T. Miller is tied for eighth in league 
scoring. Has a trade that initially triggered so much angst ever worked 
out better? 

5. Edmonton Oilers (18-12-2) On Friday, Mike Smith let a Jack Hughes 
shot sneak through him in overtime; on Saturday, Mikko Koskinen was 
beaten by a stoppable Noah Dobson wrister for another gut-punching 
extra-time L. Have we reached panic time in Northern Alberta? 

6. Ottawa Senators (9-18-2) Matt Murray didn’t get much help in his first 
game since Nov. 24, as the Sens allowed 40 shots in the 6-0 shellacking 
they endured at the hands of the Leafs. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (7-23-4) The Habs will pause all activities through 
Jan. 6 as this reeling club — which had to play shorthanded versus 
Florida on Saturday — tries to gather its breath. 

The Week Ahead 

• It’s still depressing that we won’t see Auston Matthews and Connor 
McDavid go head-to-head at the Olympics. We’ll have to settle for their 
second and final duel of the season when the Oilers visit Toronto on 
Wednesday. 

• Jakob Voracek is slated to play his 1,000th NHL contest on Thursday 
night in New Jersey. Since the former Halifax Moosehead entered the 
league in 2008-09, only nine players have posted more assists than his 
544. 
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TSN.CA / Flames’ arena agreement with City of Calgary officially 
terminated 

 

Salim Valji 

4-5 minutes 

 

Calgary Flames fans hoping for a holiday miracle for the team’s new 
arena deal have not gotten their wish. The agreement the team’s owners 
had with the city has officially been terminated.  

The construction phase of the agreement was set to begin on Dec. 31 
but required both the City of Calgary and Flames ownership to provide 
formal written notice to move forward. Neither side gave that notice, 
which led to the agreement formally ending. 

Both the Flames and the city confirmed the termination of the deal on 
Monday. 

The Calgary Events Centre would have been a multi-use complex for 
sports and live events to replace the Saddledome, which opened in 1983 
and is nearly 40 years old. The centre would have been located a block 
from the Saddledome, with the old arena getting demolished. 

The Calgary Sports and Entertainment Corporation (CSEC) and the city 
initially agreed to the new facility in Dec. 2019, but that agreement was 
reworked amid escalating costs and the role of the Calgary Municipal 
Land Corporation as the project manager. 

CSEC and the city then came to a new agreement in July 2021 on the 
$600-million-plus facility. The city would have contributed $287.5 million, 
or approximately 47 per cent. CSEC would have been responsible for 
$321 million, as well as certain cost overruns. The National Hockey 
League was involved in the negotiations and did communicate directly 
with the City.  

On Dec. 21, Calgary mayor Jyoti Gondek announced that CSEC had 
withdrawn from the joint venture because CSEC could not pay for 
approximately $10 million in those overruns. 

“There was additional funding that had to be taken on by Calgary Sports 
and Entertainment Corporation,” Gondek said at the time. “It appears that 
they are unable to make that financial commitment.” 

The Flames later confirmed the cost overruns but felt blindsided by 
increased expenses levied by the city. 

“While CSEC was prepared to move forward in the face of escalating 
construction costs and assume the unknown future construction cost 
risks, CSEC was not prepared to fund the infrastructure and climate 
costs that were introduced by the city following our July [2021] 
agreement,” CSEC president John Bean said on Dec. 22. 

“Included the newly-introduced cost related to infrastructure and climate, 
the accumulated cost increases for CSEC now total $81.5 million, which 
represents an increase of 30 per cent relative to the original agreement 
reached in December of 2019.” 

Despite the differences between the two sides, there was still a chance 
the centre to go ahead if they began discussions again and both met the 
Dec. 31 construction phase deadline. 

However, Gondek has not been in contact with the Flames since her 
Dec. 21 announcement. There is no chance for the new arena project to 
be revived in its current format – even if the remaining $10 million in cost 
overruns is covered by one of the sides and that issue is solved. 

“The Agreement in place is now finished and will not be resurrected,” the 
mayor’s office said on Monday. 
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TSN.CA / Wright on WJC cancellation, draft-year pressure and signed 
Crosby picture 

 

Mark Masters 

8-10 minutes 

 

The gold medal game at the World Juniors is always held on Jan. 5. It's 
the same day Shane Wright was born.  

"It's been a tradition to watch it and celebrate that and my birthday," the 
Kingston Frontenacs captain said. "I was looking forward to playing in it 
on my birthday. 

That dream, like so many others, was dashed when the World Juniors 
were cancelled last week due to the COVID pandemic. On Wednesday, 
Wright will turn 18 and, for the first time in his life, the medal games at 
the World Juniors won't be taking place.  

"Very weird," he said of the situation. "Really weird." 

Wright, the favourite to be picked first overall in the 2022 National 
Hockey League draft, is already back in Kingston and gearing up for a 
stretch drive in the Ontario Hockey League. During an interview with 
TSN, the Burlington, Ont. native spoke about the abrupt ending in 
Edmonton, what he'll remember most about the experience with Team 
Canada and the significance of the signed Sidney Crosby picture on his 
wall.  

The following is an edited transcript of the conversation.  

How did you find out the World Juniors were being cancelled?  

"The whole team was called downstairs for a meeting. We had to leave 
our phones outside on a table. They kept us waiting for a little bit and 
then all the coaches came in and told us the news. They told us we were 
cancelled and we'd be heading home the next day."  

Did you have any sense that was coming?  

"A little bit. Obviously, when you get a message that you have a meeting 
in 15 minutes, a pretty urgent meeting, it's never really a good sign. We 
were talking about it and making assumptions, but we didn't know 
anything for sure."  

What was the message from Hockey Canada at the meeting?  

"Just apologizing to us and thanking the guys for all the time. We had 
such a good time and such a good team. We had a lot of good things 
happen and had a lot of good memories made and the message was just 
to enjoy those and remember those." 

What was the aftermath like for the players?  

"We stayed after and chatted with each other and gave hugs and just 
thanked everyone. We talked a little bit and appreciated the times we had 
and everything we've done and how hard we've worked and competed. 
At night, we spent a lot of time as a team just in our room hanging out 
with one another and just being a team for one last night."  

How would you describe the emotions that day? 

"Shock and disappointment are the biggest two. You don't really expect 
that to happen. Disappointed for the 19-year-olds who won't have a 
chance next year to come back. It was their last opportunity to win a gold. 
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Guhls [Kaiden Guhle], G [Dylan Garand] and [Cole] Perfetti, who lost last 
year in the finals and wanted to come back this year and win gold, they're 
most likely not going to get a chance to do that. So, just overall 
disappointment and sadness." 

Are you holding out hope that maybe this gets re-scheduled and you're 
back at a World Juniors in a few months?  

"I'm hopeful. It's all I can do right now is hope that they can figure out a 
plan and figure out a way for us to get back. Whether or not it's in a 
different location or whatever it may be or whatever it looks like, any way 
that they can get a different tournament going or get some sort of World 
Juniors going this summer or whatever, it's something I'd definitely be 
looking forward to." 

Has it crossed your mind that you might be done with the World Juniors 
after only two games? Obviously, you could be playing in the NHL next 
year? 

"Yeah, a little bit. It's definitely something I've kind of been thinking about. 
Is that game against Austria the last game I'll ever play at the World 
Juniors? I'm not sure. I'm not really sure what's going to happen in the 
future or what it's going to look like next year or where I'm going to be 
playing so a lot of unknowns right now and I'm just trying to not worry too 
much about those." 

What will you remember most about being part of this Team Canada?  

"I met some unbelievable guys ... Hanging out in the meal room, playing 
ping pong, playing corn hole or playing NHL or FIFA [video games] or 
just hanging out and interacting with the guys and talking with the guys, 
laughing, having fun and all that, is something that's always going to stick 
with me. And just playing in front of fans. Playing in Canada. 
Representing my country. Having all those people cheering us on in 
those couple games was such a cool feeling for me. It's pretty surreal. I 
finally got to live out that dream of mine." 

Any moment, in particular, stand out? 

"That first round robin game against the Czechs when I went on the ice 
for the first period. I wasn't out on the ice yet. I was still in the tunnel and 
could hear the fans cheering us on. The feeling of representing my 
country and being there and being in that spot in the World Juniors and 
playing for Canada, I've dreamt of it as a kid, it's something I've always 
pictured myself doing, so just that moment, in particular, was so, so 
special for me."  

How confident are you that this team was destined for gold if the 
tournament had been played out?  

"I was pretty confident. I really, really liked the team we had. We had a 
super deep team. We had lines that could play all different types of ways. 
We had skill, high-scoring lines, but we had checking lines as well and 
lines that could beat you in different ways and hit you down. We had big 
PK guys, power-play guys, defence that could score, defence that could 
shutdown, and three really strong goalies plus a great coaching staff." 

What are your goals the rest of the way now that you're back in 
Kingston? 

"The goal for us is to win the OHL championship and, if there is one, the 
Memorial Cup ... Obviously, lots of games being postponed right now and 
a lot of uncertainties with COVID so the biggest thing is taking advantage 
and not taking for granted these games or being out there with the guys 
or being around the room." 

How do you deal with the uncertainty of the pandemic?  

"A lot of it is stuff that's outside of my control. I can't control the vaccines 
or the cases or who's getting tested or whatever that stuff may be. All I'm 
controlling is myself and going out and playing hockey. I've been telling 
myself, 'Just take advantage of every single second you get on the ice.' 
Last year, I didn't get to play at all [in the OHL] so just not taking anything 
for granted. I'm always taking advantage of every second on the ice and 
just enjoying and soaking in every second of it with my teammates." 

How are you feeling about your own game?  

"I'm feeling really good. I'm feeling super confident with my game. I feel 
like I'm going to bring a lot of confidence from the World Juniors here to 
Kingston and really looking forward to getting back going here." 

Has this year felt different, because it's your draft year?  

"Yeah, definitely a little different. Those pressures and expectations are 
always going to be there. They're always going to be in the back of my 
mind, but I'm trying my best to ignore them and tune them out and just 
focus on playing hockey and being a kid and having fun and enjoying the 
game. That's why I've got to where I am today and that's why I play the 
game is because I love it. It's my passion." 

Is there a story behind that Sidney Crosby picture on your wall? 

"It says, 'To Shane, Keep working hard and good luck,' and it's signed by 
Crosby. It's pretty special that he personalized it like that. He's a role 
model of mine and someone who I love watching. It's pretty special to 
have someone like that personalize a picture like that to you." 

When did you get it?  

"I got it before I came to Kingston so over two years ago. I got it signed 
through one of my buddies or my agent, I think." 

Is that something you were surprised to receive at the time?  

"A little bit, yeah. I was surprised to get something like that. I mean, from 
one of my favourite players and he personalized it to me, so pretty 
surprised." 

In terms of game style I know Patrice Bergeron is a role model of yours 
as well. What do you take from Crosby?  

"Crosby is similar to Bergeron. Obviously, 200-foot centres who take 
good face-offs and that's kind of how I see myself. They're smart players. 
They think the game at such a high level and they're always doing the 
right thing, always making the right play and always in the right positions 
all over the ice so definitely two guys I really like watching and see 
qualities in myself as well." 
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TSN.CA / Revisiting the Kraken’s roster decisions 

 

Travis Yost 

7-8 minutes 

 

In the past few weeks, there has been increased focus on the Seattle 
Kraken. There was earnest discussion post-expansion draft as to 
whether this team could contend for a playoff spot straight away, not 
dissimilar to what we saw from the Vegas Golden Knights in 2017-18. 
But so far, it’s just been a lot of losing. 

Expectations may have been tempered just a touch when, during the 
expansion draft, the Kraken consistently opted for strategies that were 
friendly towards youth and the salary cap. Which, it should be noted, is 
still a rock-solid strategy. The Kraken have an ultra-clean cap situation 
and a wealth of assets. And with a bunch of front offices well aware of 
how the Golden Knights abused their counterparts on the trade block 
leading up to the expansion draft, the road for Seattle always figured to 
be more challenging. 

But at 10-19-4 and a -30 goal differential, there are genuine questions 
being asked about the team’s draft strategy. Setting aside the 
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organization’s longer-term intentions, this team surely expected to be 
more competitive than it has been this season. 

The goaltending has been dreadful, but the play in front of Philip 
Grubauer, Chris Driedger, and Joey Daccord has been similarly ugly. 
The results have invariably led to increased second-guessing about what 
the team did (and did not do) last summer. 

Let’s look at those roster decisions once more, this with 30 or so games 
of hindsight in our stow. I’m using the regression-based Goals Above 
Replacement measure as our measure of production since (among other 
things) we will need to compare forwards against their defensive 
counterparts. 

First, let’s look at straight-line comparisons across player production for 
draft eligibles this season – a full eligibility list can be found here: 

The table is ordered by the value realized by the Kraken from the player 
they originally selected. 

In the case of the Dallas Stars and Toronto Maple Leafs, it’s fair to say 
the Kraken nailed their picks – Jamie Oleksiak has been full value on a 
pairing with Mark Giordano (and Dallas really had little to offer), and 
Jared McCann has 19 points in 28 games, comparable to Alex Kerfoot 
(19 points in 31 games) in Toronto. 

But there are several other selections worth debating. Let’s zoom in on a 
few of the more contentious ones: 

Anaheim Ducks 

No one could blame the Seattle Kraken for missing Sonny Milano’s (eight 
goals, 14 assists in 30 games) breakout season, but they did miss it, and 
Milano has been one of the better playmaking forwards the league’s had 
to offer this season. 

Another option? Established winger Adam Henrique, a 31-year-old 
veteran with three years still left on his deal. The Kraken opted for youth 
here, but in doing so sacrificed a lot of short-term value from the Ducks. 

Arizona Coyotes 

The Kraken selected forward Tyler Pitlick from the Coyotes, eventually 
flipping him to the Calgary Flames. 

I thought this pick was perplexing for three reasons: Pitlick has been 
nothing more than a fourth-line journeyman in his professional career, 
and the Coyotes had both immediate value (by way of defenceman Alex 
Goligoski) and cheaper, younger value (by way of forward Michael 
Bunting) available for Seattle to take. 

The fourth-round pick for Pitlick is nice, but this feels like a miss.  

Calgary Flames 

Speaking of the Flames: Oliver Kylington was five minutes away from 
joining the Kraken, but Seattle had their eyes set on veteran defenceman 
Mark Giordano. 

I don’t think it’s fair to blame the Kraken for grabbing a player who has 
been one of the best defenders in the entire league over the past 
decade, but it’s fascinating that this is the spot where the Kraken decided 
to punt on youth and go for a veteran voice. Giordano is 38; Kylington 
has 16 points in 28 games on a league-minimum deal and is a restricted 
free agent at year end. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

The 23-year-old Morgan Geekie has been okay for Seattle, a middle-six 
attacker with 10 points in 33 games. But the opportunity cost of picking 
Geekie was quite high. The Hurricanes were one of those teams that did 
have to expose some talent by way of the expansion draft, with players 
like Nino Niederreiter and Dougie Hamilton available. 

In the final year of his contract, a player like Niederreiter would have 
been a tougher pick to make, but they are just two of eight rostered 
players on the Hurricanes who have been considerably more impactful 

this season. (How about that breakout season from now-Stars 
defenceman Jani Hakanpaa as well!) 

St. Louis Blues 

Vince Dunn has a long NHL career ahead of him. But the concern with 
St. Louis was that taking Dunn meant realizing a possibly significant 
opportunity cost if another exposed player – sniper Vladimir Tarasenko – 
returned to form. 

The Blues bet that Tarasenko’s injury history and high annual cap hit 
($7.5-million for two more seasons) would keep the Kraken away, and it 
did. 

And have the Blues ever won this bet. While Dunn has been steady in 
Seattle, Tarasenko leads the Blues in scoring and has his howitzer of a 
wrist shot back. So not only could have Tarasenko greatly enhanced the 
Seattle attack, but he could also have been an exceptional trade piece to 
dangle at the deadline or in the off-season to a contender. 

The goaltending selections 

This spans multiple teams and is at the heart of what’s ailing the Kraken. 

Setting aside the defensive structure and integrity in front of the 
netminders for a moment, the Kraken’s decision to bet on Grubauer 
through unrestricted free agency was fatal. Grubauer has looked a mess, 
stopping just 88 per cent of shots, and has been the biggest negative 
contributor to this team’s placement in the standings. 

And yet that isn’t the entirety of the story. The Kraken deepened the 
goaltending position by grabbing backup Driedger from Florida, 
developmental piece Daccord from Ottawa, and Vitek Vanecek from 
Washington. 

Driedger and Daccord haven’t fared any better in Seattle, though 
Seattle’s other options from those teams were limited. Vanecek was 
traded back to the Capitals shortly after the draft, and frustratingly for the 
Kraken, has been full value (91.0 per cent stop rate) for Peter Laviolette’s 
team. 

In summary? Little has changed as to the Kraken’s longer-term strategy 
– the team’s moves at the expansion draft indicated they wanted to build 
a title contender tomorrow, as opposed to a playoff contender today. But 
in some cases, the team went markedly to the conservative side of picks, 
and it hurt their ability to be anything other than a bad team this season. 

Couple that with bad goaltending, and you have a rough inaugural 
season for the NHL’s 32nd team. 
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