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Gold: Hurricanes interim report card 

By Adam Gold 

Well, now that we have another lengthy break from the rigors 
of pro hockey it will give us time to assess what we’ve seen 
in the 2021 portion of the schedule. I present to you, for the 
first time ever, a Hurricanes report card. This has never been 
done in sportswriting. 

Editors note: It has been done in sportswriting. In fact, it's 
done a lot. 

Sebastian Aho, A+ (28 games, 15 goals, 19 assists, +12, 
19:26 TOI, 55% FO). Not sure what more Aho could do. He 
leads the team in almost every conceivable statistical 
category. He’s winning 55% of his face offs. And, even in 
those games where he doesn’t score (3-5-1 in those games), 
he’s had plenty of scoring chances. Aho is also one of the 
best on the penalty kill. While shorthanded, he's been on the 
ice for 5 goals, 2 for and 3 against! 

I said it at the time, while $8.45 million might seem like a 
team friendly contract, the biggest crime in Montreal’s offer 
sheet was that it was just 5 years in length. Had the Canes 
done this correctly, it would have been 8 x $8 million and 
we’d be five years – instead of two – away from an 
extension. He’s likely the best player not named Rod 
Brind’Amour to ever wear a Canes sweater. 

Jaccob Slavin, A+ (31 games, 1 goal, 17 assists, +9, 23:58 
TOI). You could just about copy and paste any adjectives 
used for Aho and apply them to Slavin. He’s probably the 
best defensive defenseman in the entire league. He’s upped 
his physicality this year as well. The only thing keeping him 
from bona fide Norris candidacy is that he’s got just one goal. 
But, c’mon! 

Frederik Andersen, A (17-5-0, 1.91 GAA, .929 SV%, 4 
assists!). Tied with Aho for the team lead in point shares 
(4.5), a measurement of what his performance has meant in 
terms of points earned. He’s 6th in the NHL in Goals Saved 
Above Average (GSAA) and has allowed 15 fewer goals than 
expected (xG - GA) according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

Tony DeAngelo, A (24 games, 5 goals, 17 assists, 7 power 
play assists, +11). What can you say, Tony’s got 22 points in 
24 games. His defense has been more than adequate, it’s 
actually been good. He’s super competitive, a good 
teammate and he gave the Hurricanes their first Gordie 
Howe hat trick since Scott Walker. 

Jesper Fast, A- (31 games, 7 goals, 5 assists, +4). The 
numbers have never told the story for Fast. His career best is 
33 points with the Rangers in 2018. But, he’s as reliable as 

anyone on the roster and is effective in all situations. Best $2 
million player in the NHL. 

Teuvo Teravainen, B+ (31 games, 9 goals, 16 assists, +12, 
18:34 TOI). There was a little bit of a slow start and then he 
was reunited with sauna buddy Sebastian Aho and the magic 
returned. Other than the few games in which Aho was out of 
the line up due to Covid, Turbo’s last 12 points were all either 
assists on Aho goals or his own markers with help from his 
best friend. 

Brett Pesce, B+ (19 games, 2 goals, 8 assists, +5, 21:26 
TOI). There was a concussion, then Covid, and as a result 
Brett has missed a dozen games. Make no mistake, Pesce is 
still a rock, among the most reliable players on the team, but 
I’m not sure he’s been in the same rhythm like his pal, 
Slavin. 

Brady Skjei, B+ (31 games, 3 goals, 6 assists, +12, 20:16 
TOI). Solid. Durable. Reliable. Handsome. Gets a ton of 
chances to score. Wouldn’t be surprised to see a little uptick 
of offense from him in the 2022 portion of the calendar. 

Andrei Svechnikov, B (28 games, 10 goals, 14 assists, +11, 
17:13 TOI). A few weeks ago this grade would have been 
lower because of his seemingly nightly time in detention. But, 
he just had a 9-game punishment free stretch end with the 
post-whistle infraction in Columbus and while the goals 
haven’t been pouring in, his play has been very, very good. 
It’s coming for Andrei. 

Vincent Trocheck, B (31 games, 7 goals, 14 assists, +8, 
55.7% FO, 59 hits). Until a late-season scoring drought last 
year, Trocheck was a point-per-game performer. This year, 
his numbers haven’t been as gaudy – maybe he just hasn’t 
had the same crazy puck luck – but he’s been every bit as 
good. Went through a rough stretch a few weeks back, but 
has hit a stride playing with Svechnikov. Critically important 
in all phases. 

Nino Niederreiter, B (25 games, 10 goals, 7 assists, +10). 
Nino’s first fistful of games was spectacular – without even 
considering offensive production. With Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast, they were playing at an incredibly high level 
defensively. Nino looked quicker than he’d been since 
coming over from Minnesota. Then came the lower body 
injury, some time off, and a reverting to the mean upon 
return. But, the big goals have returned and those matter, a 
lot. 

Antti Raanta, B (5-2-1, 2.35 GAA, .908 SV%). The numbers 
are not gaudy as Antti is starting about 1 out of every 3.3 
games. But, boy has he been there as a safety net. When 
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both he and Freddie Andersen were feeling ill, he sucked it 
up and played – well. 

Martin Necas, B- (25 games, 7 goals, 12 assists +6, 4 
GWG). There are times when Necas leaves you breathless. 
But, there have been too many turnovers and too many quiet 
offensive nights. Biggest improvement has been as a penalty 
killer where he’s becoming excellent. 

Jordan Staal, B- (29 games, 2 goals, 6 assists, 17:18 TOI, 81 
hits, 58% FO). Yup. No goals in 22 games. Just three assists 
in that period as well and we’ve gone two whole months 
since he’s scored. Yet, he’s still impacting the game on the 
positive side. Still winning 58% of his face offs.  Still the top 
dog on one of the league’s best penalty kill units. 

Seth Jarvis, B- (22 games, 5 goals, 9 assists, +6). He’ll turn 
20 next month, so don’t buy him a bottle of anything other 
than Gatorade. Scored some huge goals early including back 
to back game-winners to start a west coach road trip. Hit the 
inevitable rough patch starting with the game against 
Washington, but looks like he’s come out on the other side. 
Jarvis' contribution is like finding $20 in the pocket of a shirt 
you haven’t worn in 2 years.. 

Derek Stepan, B- (24 games, 3 goals, 4 assists, +4, 53.9% 
FO). A pro’s pro. The Hurricanes are 20-3-1 with Stepan in 
the line up. He doesn’t deserve to come out ever, but when 
Jordan Martinook comes back – possibly Friday – the bet is 
that he’ll come out for a few games. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C+ (31 games, 7 goals, 8 assists, 51.5% 
FO, 40 hits). The first part of the season was a fight for 
Jesperi on the wing. Then they threw him at center at the 
start of the first western roadie and the light bulb came on. 
Has 12 points in his last 16 games and 7 (1g, 6a) in his last 
5. Physical player that should be a big part of Carolina’s 
future. 

Ian Cole, C+ (29 games, 1 goal, 4 assists, +6, 38 blocked 
shots, 45 hits). Just a third pair, left shot defenseman. Accept 
that when you needed him to be more than that, he was. 

Elevated his game when Pesce and DeAngelo were riding 
stationary bicycles in their dens. Huge part of the penalty kill. 
Second on the team in shorthanded time on ice and has 
been present for just two power play goals. 

Steven Lorentz, C (27 games, 5 goals). Smart player that 
understands his role and has the best disposition in the 
league. Very good forechecking, especially in the offensive 
corners. 

Jordan Martinook, C (22 games, 1 goal, 5 assists). Has 
missed 9 games this year and hasn’t scored since he put the 
Canes up to stay over the Islanders on opening night. Need 
healthy version of him in May if they want to play in June. 

Ethan Bear, C- (24 games, 2 goals, 5 assists, +8). Maybe 
the go-ahead goal on New Year’s Day will be the thing that 
gets him going again. Bear began the year playing with 
Slavin on the top pair, but has settled in as Cole’s partner in 
a 5-6 role. Hasn’t been quite the same since he was 
sidelined by Covid and had to spend 10 days in a San Jose 
hotel room. That hit on Brad Marchand, though… 

Brendan Smith, C- (18 games, 2 goals, 1 assist, +4, 26 hits). 
A solid, veteran who can step in when needed. Can’t 
understate the importance of NHL depth on the blue line. 

Rod Brind’Amour, A+ (23-7-1). Is there anything higher? He 
is the culture of the Hurricanes. Honest, holds players 
accountable without needless benching or punishment 
skating like they did back in the old days. One of the elite 
minds in the game just needs some hardware to put him in 
THAT class. 

Front office, A+. Remember these are interim grades. I think 
there is still work to be done to put this team into prime 
Stanley Cup favorite position. But, from the Kotkaniemi offer 
sheet, to the additions of Andersen, Cole, Stepan and all of 
the organizational depth that will pay dividends from Game 
83 and beyond, the Tom Dundon/Don Waddell/Eric 
Tulsky/Darren Yorke crew has crushed it since the end of 
last season.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 5, 2022 

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus one big question for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

As the NHL's 32 teams all work their way back from the 
holiday break -- and various postponements due to COVID-
19 -- it's time for another round of the power rankings. And 
this week, we're also laying out the most pivotal situations for 
every club by identifying one big question for 2022. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Dec. 15. Points percentages are 
through Tuesday's games. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.758 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Jan. 7), vs. FLA (Jan. 8), @ PHI 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Hurricanes stay balanced? Carolina's having a great 
season, and a big reason is they are an exceedingly well-
balanced club. The Hurricanes are top 10 in several major 
categories -- shots against, goals against, goals for, special 
teams -- and get great contributions up front and on the blue 
line, and are strong in net. That recipe is hard to perfect and 
even tougher to sustain. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.727 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Jan. 6), @ CAR (Jan 8.), vs. VAN 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Panthers' depth keep holding? Florida has had to 
test the depths of its, well, depth all season. Key injuries (to 
Aleksander Barkov, Sergei Bobrovsky and Anthony Duclair, 
among others), a team-wide outbreak of COVID-19 and 
patches of inconsistent goaltending have challenged the 
Panthers, but they've rallied contributions to stay a top team 
in the league. That's the energy Florida needs to bring into 
2022. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.710 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Jan. 5), @ COL (Jan. 8), @ VGK 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Leafs win a playoff round? We're all thinking it. 
Regular-season success might mean less for Toronto than 
any other team this season. Love 'em or loathe 'em, 

everyone will be watching to see if the Leafs can finally get 
over that hump and out of the first round. 

4. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.690 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Jan. 6), vs. TOR (Jan. 8), vs. 
SEA (Jan. 10), @ NSH (Jan. 11) 

Can the Avalanche keep scoring like this? Colorado is the 
only team in the NHL averaging over four goals per game, 
which is even more impressive considering they've had their 
share of COVID-19-related issues. That offense has just kept 
rolling, and it has lessened the impact of Colorado also being 
top 10 in goals allowed. Sustaining their current scoring pace 
will be a tall order; do the Avalanche have enough skill to do 
it? 

5. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.706 
Next seven days: @ STL (Jan. 7), @ MIN (Jan. 8), vs. BOS 
(Jan. 10) 

Can the Capitals fix their power play? There's not a whole lot 
to nitpick about Washington this season, except its glaringly 
(and somewhat inexplicably) bad power play. First, you've 
got the NHL's all-time-leading power play goal scorer (that's 
Alex Ovechkin) on the ice. So how is that man advantage 
only at 15%? Again, the Capitals are having a great season, 
but fixing that power play should be a priority to maximize 
potential playoff success. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Jan. 6), vs. BOS (Jan. 8), @ NJ 
(Jan. 10), @ BUF (Jan. 11) 

Can the Lightning three-peat? Not since the New York 
Islanders won four straight Stanley Cups from 1980 to 1983 
has an NHL team achieved a three-peat. Tampa could be 
next, although it stumbled into 2022 with three straight losses 
(and was outscored 17-6). Having Andrei Vasilevskiy back 
and healthy should help with that -- and Tampa's chances of 
another Cup championship could pivot on another elite run 
from the young Russian goaltender. 

7. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.706 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Jan. 6), @ ANA (Jan. 8), @ LA 
(Jan. 10) 

Can the Rangers go all-in? We know New York has great 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin. We know Chris Kreider is 
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having an underrated season, that Adam Fox is a terrific 
defender, that Artemi Panarin is an elite forward. It can still 
seem like the Rangers are a step off from competing with the 
NHL's best, something that could be remedied before the 
trade deadline. If GM Chris Drury thinks his team is close, 
New York could be active in making the right addition to push 
from being a midrange to a high-end Cup contender. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.652 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Jan. 5), vs. WSH (Jan. 7), vs. DAL 
(Jan. 9) 

Can the Blues play Cup-worthy defense? If you've seen 
Jordan Kyrou or Vladimir Tarasenko lately, you know St. 
Louis has scoring prowess to spare. It's the Blues' defensive 
game that's needed attention and could potentially hold them 
back from another Stanley Cup run. Colton Parayko 
rebounding from a tough start will be crucial. The growth of 
25-year-old Niko Mikkola must be accelerated. And of 
course, good team defense will go a long way in helping 
netminder Jordan Binnington. 

9. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.645 
Next seven days: @ TB (Jan. 6), @ CAR (Jan. 7) 

Can the Flames rise again? Before its full-blown COVID-19 
outbreak, Calgary was among the NHL's elite. And the 
Flames won their first two games back in action. There's a lot 
of ground to make up, though, in the league's upcoming 
schedule crunch, and Calgary's overall endurance will be 
tested. How well can they handle the heat? 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.645 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Jan. 6), vs. WSH (Jan. 8) 

Can the Wild keep climbing? The new year got off to a rocky 
start in Minnesota, with a 6-4 loss to St. Louis in the Winter 
Classic following 12 days without games due to COVID-19 
postponements and the holidays. Regardless, that was also 
the Wild's fifth straight defeat and third time in that stretch 
they allowed six or more goals. How Minnesota gets out of 
its season-long losing streak will tell us a lot about the team's 
foundation, and where it can take them after a terrific start to 
the campaign. 

11. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Jan. 6), vs. CHI (Jan. 8), vs. TOR 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Golden Knights be a top contender with Jack 
Eichel? Vegas ended 2021 on a high note, winning 10 of 12 
games up to Dec. 31. The 2022 part of the season will be all 
about the addition of Jack Eichel. The forward has been 
skating for about a month following neck surgery, and 
whenever he's ready to play, there's little doubt the impact 

Eichel can make. How far that can help carry the Golden 
Knights will be a story worth watching. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.661 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Jan. 5), @ PHI (Jan. 6), @ DAL 
(Jan. 8), @ ANA (Jan. 11) 

Can the Penguins stay stingy? One of the bright spots all 
season in Pittsburgh has been minimizing shots and goals 
against (great goaltending from Tristan Jarry has certainly 
helped on that, too). No matter who has been in and out of 
the lineup, the Penguins have been relatively consistent in 
their structure and identity as a tough team to play against. 
Maintaining that as more healthy players return will be a 
major component in continued success. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.647 
Next seven days: @ LA (Jan. 6), @ ARI (Jan. 8), vs. COL 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Predators continue to surprise? In October, 
Nashville might not have projected as a playoff contender. 
Now it's on pace to finish high in the Central Division and 
have multiple 20-plus goal scorers. The Predators have been 
locking it down defensively, too, sitting top 10 in goals 
against. If that keeps up, along with the success so far up 
front, they could make some noise this spring. 

14. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.597 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Jan. 6), vs. NYR (Jan. 8), vs. PIT 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Ducks keep pace in the Pacific? Anaheim has been 
a surprise playoff contender so far, but the Pacific Division is 
about to get interesting. Calgary is back from its COVID-19 
pause, Vancouver is surging, Edmonton is faltering, Vegas is 
improving. Will the Ducks continue to stay in the mix? Or will 
this young team succumb to a second-half slide? 

15. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.621 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Jan. 6), @ TB (Jan. 8), @ WSH 
(Jan. 10) 

Can the Bruins build back an identity? It has been a weird 
season in Boston, from early injuries to sporadic illnesses to 
a COVID-19 pause. The Bruins weren't striking their usual 
balance of bruising physicality with top-notch skill. Boston 
has looked more like itself, though, as 2022 begins, with an 
uptick in secondary scoring and terrific blue-line play from 
Charlie McAvoy. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.576 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Jan. 5), vs. OTT (Jan. 10) 
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Can the Oilers ever reach their potential? There's something 
off in Edmonton. The Oilers have all the assets needed to be 
a top team, and yet they're 2-8-2 in their past 12, fall behind 
early (and often) in games, their goaltending is mediocre and 
(beyond Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl) Edmonton's 
not striking much fear into opponents. It's a curious issue, 
and has Edmonton falling short of where it was to start the 
season. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.578 
Next seven days: @ COL (Jan. 6) 

Can the Jets get in a groove? What hasn't Winnipeg been 
through this season? There have been COVID-19 setbacks, 
major injuries and a head coach's resignation. All the while, 
Winnipeg has tried to keep up in the Central Division without 
fully establishing a rhythm. Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle 
Connor have done their part offensively to elevate the Jets, 
and there's no more room for passengers in the new year. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.515 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Jan. 8), @ FLA (Jan. 11) 

Can the Canucks keep their spark? Blame it on the Bruce 
Boudreau bump. Under their new head coach, the Canucks 
are thriving and making a rapid rise in the standings. 
Through the first nine games after Boudreau took over, 
Vancouver had the best winning percentage (.944) in the 
NHL and looked like a team that could propel itself into 
playoff contention. 

19. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.515 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Jan. 6), @ PHI (Jan. 8), vs. DET 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Sharks find something special? Everything about 
San Jose is fine. But what could really make this team pop? 
The Sharks are in the middle of a tough Pacific Division 
battle and to win out, they need that X factor to emerge. Will 
it be more commitment defensively? More consistent 
goaltending? Increased secondary scoring? A young star 
making a leap? Time will tell. 

20. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.552 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 6), vs. PIT (Jan. 8), @ STL 
(Jan. 9) 

Can the Stars get more from their stars? Dallas has been 
working through a serious COVID-19 outbreak that has kept 
the team from playing in over two weeks. When Dallas is 
back in business, will its most important players be up and 
running, too? Tyler Seguin has 12 points in 29 games, Jamie 
Benn has 15 (in 29), and Alexander Radulov has 12 (in 28). 
The Stars need more output to get some traction up the 
standings, and there's no time like the present to get started. 

21. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.515 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Jan. 6), @ LA (Jan. 8), @ SJ 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Red Wings be better than average? Detroit entered 
2022 as a .500 team, still in the mix for a wild-card playoff 
spot but with the potential to fade quickly. Why? Going into 
Tuesday's game against San Jose, Detroit had two wins in 
its past eight. That's after a stretch in which the club won 
nine of 14. There's potential in the Red Wings; they showed 
it early in the season. Now past their COVID-19 issues, 
Detroit needs to reengage with what has worked before. 

22. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.485 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Jan. 6), vs. SJ (Jan. 8), vs. CAR 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Flyers decide on a direction? Philadelphia has a few 
choices to make, and most depend on where the team sees 
itself going. As a middle-of-the-pack club in the Metropolitan 
Division, Philadelphia could push their chips in and try to 
make a go at the playoffs. That likely means not moving 
pending free agent Claude Giroux for prospects and picks 
before the trade deadline. Or the Flyers could call this 
season a wash and gather pieces for years to come. It's a lot 
to figure out in not a lot of time. 

23. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.561 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Jan. 6), vs. DET (Jan. 8), vs. 
NYR (Jan. 10) 

Can the Kings break on through? L.A. hasn't been on a real 
winning streak since late October into November. Mostly, the 
Kings have sandwiched a few wins between losses, relying 
heavily on the performances of Jonathan Quick in net. But 
the team itself is in decent position, hovering over .500 and 
in the wild-card conversation. With more consistency, the 
Kings could push their way further into the picture. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Jan. 6), vs. NJ (Jan. 8), vs. CHI 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Blue Jackets learn to finish? Columbus had one of 
the lowest win percentages (.500) in the NHL through 30 
games when leading after the first period. There have been 
increasing examples lately of Columbus blowing multigoal 
leads and struggling to close teams out. It's not as if the Blue 
Jackets don't have ability; they're near the top 10 in the NHL 
in scoring. Those self-inflicted wounds add up, and 
Columbus needs to stop the bleeding. 

25. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.456 
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Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Jan. 6), @ CBJ (Jan. 8), vs. TB 
(Jan. 10) 

Can the Devils rely on Nico Hischier? This query might seem 
like it's just about New Jersey's captain Nico Hischier, but it's 
also a bigger-picture thing. The Devils seem to all play better 
with Hischier in the lineup, and injuries/illnesses have kept 
him out for too much of the season already. But Hischier 
looks like he's turning a corner; after struggling to score 
earlier, Hischier had three goals in a recent two-game 
stretch, a promising resolution for New Jersey's prospects in 
2022, though he missed Tuesday's game with a lower-body 
injury. 

26. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.464 
Next seven days: N/A 

Can the Islanders get unpaused? A landslide of COVID-19 
complications and cancellations has hurt New York this 
season, and their inconsistency on the ice hasn't helped 
either. It might be too late for the Islanders to get back in the 
hunt, but they have too much talent to simply fade quietly. 
Having played only 28 games in an (expected) 82-game 
slate does provide some time to catch up, and the Islanders 
should be more than rested for a run when their schedule 
gets mapped out again. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.409 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Jan. 6), @ VGK (Jan. 8), @ CBJ 
(Jan. 11) 

Can the Blackhawks recapture the magic? It was all going so 
well. Derek King took over behind Chicago's bench in 
November, and a 1-9-2 team began to blossom. The 
Blackhawks were more confident, more engaged and more 
successful. Recently, the luster has come off. The 
Blackhawks look flat, and a little lost. It could be just a bump 
in the road, or a sign of further derailment to come. Chicago 
will be looking at King to get that buy-in back from his 
players. 

28. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.394 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 6), vs. TB (Jan. 11) 

Can the Sabres stay positive? Being on a losing team isn't 
fun. Credit to Buffalo for keeping a good attitude about it. The 
Sabres have continuously been a tough out, and even pulled 
off a couple upsets in December against Minnesota and 
Winnipeg. Continuing to build confidence through strong 

habits and a positive mindset would go a long way for 
Buffalo's core with its eye on the future. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.345 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Jan. 8), @ EDM (Jan. 10) 

Can the Senators help resurrect Matt Murray's career? 
Listen, Ottawa isn't making the playoffs. The Senators are 
amid a second team outbreak of COVID-19, and what has 
happened on the ice in between those breaks has been 
lackluster. That includes the play of Matt Murray, just back 
from a demotion to the AHL. Ottawa invested a lot in Murray 
-- $25 million over four years, to be exact -- and there are still 
two seasons to go on that deal. If Murray at least can get 
back in a good place, this season could pay dividends in the 
longer term. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.364 
Next seven days: @ COL (Jan. 10) 

Can the Kraken get some good goaltending? It's hard being 
an expansion team. It's harder still when your centerpiece 
goaltender -- Philipp Grubauer -- is having a very poor 
season. Fortunately for Grubauer and the Kraken, backup 
goalie Chris Driedger is getting healthy and could take some 
pressure off Grubauer, and let Seattle settle in a bit. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.265 
Next seven days: N/A 

Can the Canadiens salvage something this season? 
Montreal won seven of its first 34 games. In nearly every 
league category, the Canadiens are at or near the bottom. 
Now it seems like the entire team is in COVID-19 protocols. 
It's improbable, but not impossible, that the Canadiens 
bounce back in some form following their latest pause. 
Anything that breeds confidence for the future (whether on 
the ice or an active trade deadline day) would likely be 
enough. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.242 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Jan. 6), vs. NSH (Jan. 8) 

Can the Coyotes win the draft lottery? It would be a game-
changer for Arizona to see its name atop the draft board for 
2022, with the chance to select an impact player like Shane 
Wright. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 5, 2022 

 

 

 
Frederik Andersen: Second Time’s a Charm 

After a tumultuous separation, Andersen and the Hurricanes 
are hitched again, and it looks like a perfect match. 

By Luke DeCock 

In the space of a month, Frederik Andersen had claimed the 
Carolina net the same way someone else once scared him 
away from it. Back in 2012, Andersen re-entered the NHL 
draft rather than sign with the Hurricanes because he didn’t 
see an opportunity to get past Cam Ward.  

Nine years and two teams later, Andersen is back with the 
club that originally drafted him, and the fit was worth the wait. 
Andersen was so good he disrupted coach Rod 
Brind’Amour’s typical 50-50 split, starting 11 of the Canes’ 
first 12 games, winning nine and becoming the third NHL 
goalie to win each of his first eight appearances with a team.  

It’s a remarkable run, one of the best in history by a 
goaltender in a new uniform, and not exactly under perfect 
conditions given the off-season restructuring of the 
Hurricanes’ defense. Andersen allowed two or fewer goals in 
eight of his 11 starts and was third in the NHL in goals-
against average, tied for first in wins and fifth in save 
percentage.  

And Andersen has done it all with a quiet, stoic demeanor 
that matches his efficient play, a man of few words and fewer 
goals allowed. “You don’t get a ton of emotion,” said Canes 
defenseman Ian Cole. “He’s calm and collected and does his 
job, and he’s done a fantastic job. I don’t see much more 
than a smile. Maybe when we beat Toronto. He was pretty 
happy.”  

After a difficult end to his time with the Maple Leafs, where 
he was blamed in part for the team’s post-season 
shortcomings, Andersen quickly fit in with his new/old team. 
“I’m just happy to be playing hockey down here,” Andersen 
said. “My main thing is just feeling good, feeling healthy and 
enjoying playing hockey. All those other things are 
distractions and don’t really matter too much. The love of the 
game has to come first.”  

His path back to the Hurricanes was fraught with drama, to 
say the least. The Hurricanes liked what they saw from 
Andersen when they took him in the seventh round in 2010, 
but two summers later, Andersen changed agents and told 
the team he would go back into the draft in hopes of finding 
what he thought would be a better depth-chart scenario. His 
refusal to sign prompted an unusual press release from then-
GM Jim Rutherford calling Andersen and his new agent out 
by name.  

“Way back when I was drafted, we were trying to get 
something done, but looking at Cam Ward being there for a 
number of years and being No. 1, it was a pretty busy net 
there,” Andersen said. “Me and my agents talked about 
going back and seeing what the draft could do and maybe 
end up in a place where the chance of playing and having a 
good career would be a little more possible.  

“That was kind of our little gamble, and the way we saw it, it 
was never about not playing in Carolina or anything like that. 
It was more the net was pretty busy. That was obviously a 
very different career path, looking back, but I thought it was 
the right move at the time, and obviously I’ve had a good 
career so far.”  

Ironically, injuries to Ward and others contributed to the 
Hurricanes’ decade-long playoff drought and would have 
opened the door for Andersen to play extensively over the 
next two seasons, perhaps altering the course of history. But 
Andersen ended up with the Anaheim Ducks and then the 
Maple Leafs, where he was the goalie of the future and then 
the present, until he wasn’t. Someone had to pay the price 
for the Leafs’ shortcomings, and a change of scenery 
seemed like the best thing for both Andersen and the team.  

The Hurricanes were looking to retool in net after three years 
of Petr Mrazek and trading away Calder Trophy finalist Alex 
Nedeljkovic. They turned to the one-two punch of Andersen 
and Antti Raanta, but what was expected to be a timeshare 
turned into a full tenancy. Raanta made only one start before 
sustaining a concussion in relief of Andersen in the 
Hurricanes’ first loss, so it’s been almost all Andersen so far. 
“He’s been awesome,” Cole said. “I can’t speak to the 
goaltending before I got here, but in my experience, having a 
goaltender that is a very calming presence, that not only 
makes the saves he’s supposed to make but the occasional 
unbelievable save,  which he has done in spades, that is a 
recipe for success as far as goaltending goes.”  

With several dramatic changes on the blueline – Dougie 
Hamilton, Jake Gardiner, Jake Bean and Haydn Fleury out; 
Cole, Ethan Bear, Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith in – 
Andersen’s calmness has radiated outward from the crease. 
There’s little wasted movement in his game, and the Carolina 
defense has fed off that. “Just the composure in the net,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s very calm in there. Even when we’re 
kind of running around a bit, he looks at ease and makes the 
saves look easy. That’s been a real calming effect for our 
group.”  

After a decade apart, the fit was finally right for Andersen – 
and the Hurricanes.
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Quick Whistles: Trusting the Process, Brady Skjei’s Best Game, South East Reign 

The best game of Brady Skjei’s career helped fuel another 
statemen 

By Brett Finger  

One month ago, the Carolina Hurricanes lost their fourth 
game in five outings, scoring just seven goals across those 
four defeats. 

After a dominant run to start the season, the offense hit a 
wall despite generating more than enough chances to score 
goals and win games. As is the nature of the business, the 
crosshairs shifted to the process, and Rod Brind’Amour 
defended the way his team was playing.  

“We’re getting lots of opportunities,” Brind’Amour said after a 
3-2 loss to the league-worst Ottawa Senators. “We’re getting 
lots of scoring chances. You can’t change that. There’s just 
no way around it. Are the guys feeling it? Yup. They’re upset 
that they’re not scoring and that we’re not getting the results. 
It’s a double whammy right now. I know this because we’ve 
done it. Everybody’s done it. There’s nothing you can 
change.” 

As usual, he was right about his assertion. 

Going into their Saturday afternoon matchup with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, the Canes had won three straight 
games and seven of their last eight. But again, they were 
forced to trust the process as they quickly fell behind 4-0 
despite doubling the Jackets in expected goals near the 
midway point of the game. 

Then, the floodgates opened wide. 

The Hurricanes racked up seven unanswered goals across 
29:19 of in-game time to rally and secure a comfortable win. 
They did it by sticking to their game plan. 

“We were generating all the offense, maybe the most we 
have in any game at the start,” said Brind’Amour. “We were 
just thinking we were going to score and forgot about the 
defense. We gave up odd-man rush after odd-man rush and 
you can’t do that. You score off the rush in this league. It was 
very uncharacteristic, but it was what was killing us. I think 
we were getting so many chances we were just like, ‘Oh, 
we’re going to get one here.’” 

It was a statement win for this team and how they play. They 
pulled off one of the biggest comebacks in recent NHL 
history, and they did it without a single point from Sebastian 
Aho or Teuvo Teravainen, the duo that has fueled their 
offense over the last few weeks. 

With every game that goes by, it becomes more and more 
obvious that this team has a special quality. Through 31 
games, they’ve only lost by more than two goals twice, and 
both of those games were three-goal deficits that included an 
empty-netter. 

This Hurricanes team is never out of a game, and their ability 
to pop off with offensive at any moment makes it so that they 
can win every night. 

Saturday was just another impressive showing from an 
increasingly impressive hockey team. 

Brady’s Best 

It was a big weekend for Brady’s, but while Tom beating the 
New York Jets is something that has happened almost twice 
every season for the last 20 years, another Brady did 
something that he had only done twice in his career. 

Brady Skjei scored two goals against Columbus. It was his 
first multi-goal game since February 24, 2019, but his impact 
on the game went well beyond his pair of goals. In 22:35 of 
ice time, he had the second-most shots on goal among all 
Carolina skaters, and he set career-best numbers across a 
plethora of metrics. 

When Skjei was on the ice at 5-on-5, the Hurricanes 
generated a whopping 34 shot attempts to just five shot 
attempts against, 22 shots on goal to just one against, 15 
scoring chances for to just one against, three goals for to 
zero against, and 2.07 expected goals-for to just .08 
expected goals-against. 

His 87.18 CF%, 96.4 xGF%, and 93.75 SCF% were all 
career-best marks for the seventh-year defenseman. 

It’s been another up and down year for Skjei to this point, but 
unlike last season, he’s had a good number of standout 
games where he looks like a high-level all-around 
defenseman. His effort against Columbus was undoubtedly 
his best as a member of the Hurricanes, though, and it may 
have been his best game in the NHL. 

The Old South East 

The Hurricanes, Washington Capitals, Tampa Bay Lightning, 
and Florida Panthers have a combined record of 85-28-18 
and account for four of the top five slots in the NHL 
standings. 

I honestly miss the Atlanta Thrashers... I really do.
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Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter coming through for the Canes when it 
matters most 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It would be easy to explain away Nino Niederreiter’s consistent offensive 
production this season for the Carolina Hurricanes as a product of being 
in a contract year. 

Or that he has been on a line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 
(Who couldn’t put up points playing with those two?) 

Or that the Hurricanes are one of the NHL’s best teams this season, and 
Niederreiter is riding that wave. 

In truth, all of that has contributed to Niederreiter’s strong play. The 
winger has been the power forward on the Aho line of late, a physical 
forechecker who has allowed Aho and Teravainen the space to make 
plays and find offensive openings while benefiting from the Finns’ skill. 

“For me personally it’s just been going day by day and not trying to think 
too far ahead,” Niederreiter said Monday. “Obviously it’s a contract year 
and obviously you want to try and play the best hockey you can play. But 
I think I’ve proved enough in this league what I can do and what I’m 
capable of doing. I’m just trying to work as hard as I can and go from 
there.” 

SOLID START TO THE NHL SEASON 

Niederreiter, 29, had a decent start to the season, with three goals in the 
first seven games. Then came a setback: a lower-body injury against the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Oct. 29 that kept him out six games. 

But in his 18 games since returning to the lineup, he has seven goals and 
seven assists — four of the goals in the past four games. He has been a 
lurker around the opposing net, using his 6-2, 218-pound frame to bang 
bodies and battle for position. 

In the Canes’ 7-4 comeback win Saturday at Columbus, Niederreiter tied 
the score 4-4 in the third period when the puck hit a stanchion on the 
glass behind the Blue Jackets net and bounced directly to him in the slot. 

That came after a shift during which Niederreiter had two good offensive 
looks and attempts. 

“I had a nice chance and hit the crossbar, which could have gone in as 
well,” he said. “You’ve just got to stay with it and I was very fortunate I 
got that bounce and had a chance to put it home.” 

Since being traded to the Canes by Minnesota in January 2019, 
Niederreiter has had stretches where he has been productive. He also 
has had puzzling stretches when he didn’t get the bounces or couldn’t 
finish around the net, notably in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But he’s in a nice groove now. 

“The puck’s going in and that’s how he always seems to get engaged,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. “It’s been good timing, too. 
Some of his goals have been huge.” 

‘PRODUCTIVE ON ANY LINE’ 

And playing with Aho and Teravainen? How much has that helped? 

“I think he’s good on any line,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t think he has 
more success with anyone. If you watch, it’s anybody he gets out there 
with, the way he plays. He’s big and heavy and he hangs on to pucks. 

“We also know he can score. When he gets an opportunity, he’s one guy 
who can finish.” 

That’s why the Canes wanted him, trading center Victor Rask to the Wild 
in a one-for-one trade on Jan. 17, 2019. Niederreiter, whose contract 
pays an an average of $5.25 million a year, had fallen out of favor with 
former Minnesota coach Bruce Boudreau and the Wild moved him. 

There was an immediate return. Niederreiter had 14 goals and 16 assists 
in 30 games with Carolina, helping push the Canes to their first playoff 
berth since 2009. After a spotty 2019-20 season that was interrupted by 
the pandemic, he had 20 goals in the 56-game regular season in 2021, a 
nice bounce-back year. 

The downside: In 29 playoff games for the Canes, he has three goals 
and four assists, with a minus-7 plus/minus rating. 

DECISIONS TO BE MADE 

Niederreiter will be an unrestricted free agent after the season and will 
give Hurricanes management another decision to make. In an interesting 
twist, Niederreiter’s injury allowed rookie forward Seth Jarvis the chance 
to play and prove he was ready for the NHL at age 19. 
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Niederreiter and center Vincent Trocheck both are due to be UFAs. 
Forward Martin Necas will be looking for a big contract and the Canes 
likely will look to re-sign forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who will be a 
restricted free agent. It should make for a busy time in the postseason — 
again. 

Niederreiter easily recalls the first few weeks after the trade from the 
Wild, when he didn’t know what to expect with his new team and new 
coach in a new city. 

“A trade is always tough,” he said. “I was there for five years and made a 
lot of friends and it was home. Even going back there now it’s still a little 
special. 

“But overall, I’m very happy and very fortunate to be here now. We have 
a great team and it’s all about winning and we definitely are building a 
winning culture here.” 
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How do the Hurricanes stack up as a Stanley Cup contender, by the 
numbers? 

 

By Sara Civian and Shayna Goldman Jan 4, 2022 68  

 

We don’t know if you’ve heard, but the Hurricanes are good this season. 
Like, really, really good. 

They started out 9-0-0, which was obviously impressive. But surviving 
some post-streak mini-slumps on both ends of the ice was arguably more 
important. Through it all, a commitment to head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour’s process has been there almost every night.  

Sometimes a team won’t get rewarded for early-season buy-in until the 
playoffs, but we’ve seen it pay off twice recently for the Canes. 

There was that one time they beat Detroit while playing two men short, 
with most of their stars in COVID-19 protocol.  

Then there was their last game, where they came back from a 4-0 deficit 
to beat the Blue Jackets 7-4 and somehow made it look fun. 

Now, they’re at the top of the league in multiple categories: a 23-7-1 
record, .758 point percentage, 23 ROW, the fewest goals allowed per 
game (2.13 average) and  the fewest shots allowed per game with 26.8. 

Like we said, they’re really, really good.  

But how good is good enough to win the Stanley Cup these days? If you 
close your eyes and picture the hypothetical team that will win the Cup in 
2022, what do you see? 

“I see depth, I see special teams. I see specialty players making big 
plays at the right times,” Brind’Amour said. “Then I just see consistent 
play, like, all the top teams seem to play the same way. You can watch 
them for five minutes and you know exactly how their game is going to 
be. They don’t deviate. It’s a bunch of things, and it’s also staying 
healthy, too. I mean, you can’t have your best guys out of the lineup for 
the long stretches. It doesn’t work.” 

All of the above are solid barometers of where the Hurricanes are at. So 
is the use of a measuring stick, a tool Brind’Amour has used when the 
Canes have bowed out to the Lightning the past few seasons. 

We can take the measuring even further to assess where the 2021-22 
Hurricanes stack up to a contending team, thanks to the “Cup Checklist” 
The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn created. The checklist helps show a 
blueprint for what teams should be striving for based on 10 years of 
Stanley Cup champions. 

Basically, Luszczyszyn outlined values (with a range of one standard 
deviation in both directions) for each position, using Game Score Value 
Added, to create a checklist for contending: 

• Elite first-line center that’s among the very best players in the world. 

• Elite first-line winger to support the elite center. 

• Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two lines. 

• Top-line center to play behind the elite center. 

• Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle six. 

• Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

• A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him. 

• A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong second pair with the 
No. 2. 

• Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft minutes on the third 
pair. 

• A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

This isn’t as stringent as it may look; the left or right can be stronger on 
any given roster, and in some cases, a team makes up for a weakness 
with strengths elsewhere for balance. At the very least, it provides some 
sort of guide for what hopeful contenders can try to match up to.  

So for the Hurricanes, we have a projected playoff lineup based on the 
current roster. The fourth line is the one combination where we have a 
few options — whether it’s Jordan Martinook or Steven Lorentz on the 
left, or Jack Drury or Derek Stepan down the middle. And the values 
obviously shift based on which player slots in.  

Martinook (-.1) has a slightly lower projected value than Lorentz (.1) 
based on his last three seasons. Drury’s (-.1) rating only says so much 
because this value only highlights his couple of NHL games; GSVA is 
based on three seasons of play, but it only features NHL data. Either 
way, the fourth line checks off what it should for the average contender 
and rates in the league’s top 10.  

Moving up in the lineup, the third line fits right in with the “ideal” range. 
That takes us to the top-six. This is the area where last year’s team fell 
short — they had just two “high-end” top-line wingers and none who 
would be considered “elite.” Andrei Svechnikov’s growth has taken him 
up to the “star” range. Between him and Sebastian Aho, Carolina has 
elite talent up front. With Teuvo Teravainen rounding out that line, they 
are exactly where they need to be, by the numbers.  

The second line, though, just falls short. Martin Necas is on the higher 
end for a right winger, but Nino Niederreiter projects on the lower 
deviation of the left. However, his high level of play this season does 
exceed that projection and technically gets to match the blueprint. But in 
that same conversation comes players underperforming projections, 
which has happened with Trocheck down the middle.  

Niederreiter and Trocheck both missed significant time last postseason, 
though, so if they simply make it to playoffs for this run, it could give the 
team an automatic boost. Shifting Jesperi Kotkaniemi to the middle could 
be an enticing option in the event of underperformance. Kotkaniemi has 
played well ever since the Canes moved him back to center, and he was 
solid last postseason with five goals for the Canadiens. 

Things could actually get dicey if the Hurricanes suffer any forward 
injuries. Teams obviously can’t predict this, but they have to have a 
backup plan. That’s what really proved costly last postseason for 
Carolina when players missed time last year, forcing a fourth-line-caliber 
player into the top-six.  

It puts an emphasis on depth, which Brett Pesce explained is something 
contending teams need to have. 

“I think the biggest thing is probably depth, and I definitely think that’s 
something we have this year,” Pesce said. “Especially with COVID and 
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all, you kind of need everyone to get by, and when they’re called upon 
they need to produce. When we had all those guys out with COVID, you 
saw our guys in the American League come up and step up huge. I think 
you need that to make a deep playoff run.” 

The forward group aligns well enough with the “average contender,” and 
right now, ranks fifth in the league according to the model. But there’s still 
room for improvement — whether it can come from within, maybe with 
their younger skaters continuing to grow and step up as they did earlier 
this season, or from reinforcements outside the organization to add 
another middle-six option into the mix. 

Defense has generally been a strength of the Hurricanes, though this 
season they’ve had to weather the loss of a top-pair defender in Dougie 
Hamilton. But with Jaccob Slavin leading the way, they have a player 
who fits into the “elite number one” range. Tony DeAngelo’s strong 
season, assisted by Slavin’s stability, helps him hit that “second number 
one” territory, while Pesce is a top-caliber player on the next pair. Brady 
Skjei’s projection puts him below the range for the team’s number four, 
while one of their backs on the third pair falls short. Even though that 
third pair technically doesn’t match that of the average championship 
roster, it still is one of the better third duos in the league.  

The takeaway is that the Hurricanes don’t necessarily need to make 
drastic changes to their blue line; their team defense is above average 
relative to the rest of the league, plus they’ve had strength in net with 
Frederik Andersen exceeding expectations.  

Through 21 games played this season, in all situations, Andersen has 
saved 93.5 percent of the shots turned his way and 16.5 goals above 
expected against all unblocked shot attempts. His stellar play can give 
the Hurricanes some peace of mind about their defense. But to contend, 
it wouldn’t be the worst idea to have another option somewhere in that 
middle-pair range to better the team’s chances. As strong as Andersen’s 
been this season, there were consistency concerns in his game just this 
past summer — and goaltending can make or break a team in the 
playoffs.  

Of course, this is just one of many ways to evaluate a team — one we 
happen to enjoy, because it relies on objective data. But it isn’t perfect, 
and we’ve yet to develop a metric for Brind’Amours-per-60. 

There are plenty of unknowns ahead: Will the special players make the 
special plays in the big moments? How healthy will the team be headed 
into the postseason? Could this be Andersen’s year? 

The data says the Canes have the framework to contend. It’s up to them 
to do the rest. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Flames cooled by Panthers in Florida 

 

Kristen Anderson 

 

It was one of those measuring stick-type games, the ones that make you 
feel good about your team, where you are at, and how much progress 
you have made. 

So, when Darryl Sutter was asked about lessons learned following the 
Calgary Flames’ 6-2 loss to the Florida Panthers on Tuesday night at 
FLA Live Arena, and how the head coach could ensure this “measuring 
stick” performance stuck with them in the playoffs, he scoffed. 

“Well, there’s not a post-season if you play like they did tonight,” was 
Sutter’s answer during the post-game media conference over Zoom. 

That, pretty much, said it all as the Panthers, now 18-3-0 at home, 
dominated the visitors in nearly every facet of the game. It was the first 
time Calgary has allowed six goals all season as Jacob Markstrom was 
“left out to dry.” 

The Flames, who arrived in South Florida with a 7-1-2 record in their last 
10 in the building, outshot the home side 49-45. So that was a plus. 

Eleven (!) of those shots were Blake Coleman’s, a career-high, as he 
clearly had an extra gear on this night, playing a former rival from when 
he was skating with the two-time Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

One of those shots got past Panthers netminder Sergei Bobrovsky. 

The other one was Johnny Gaudreau’s, putting the Flames up 2-1 in the 
first period. 

“And obviously the wheels fell off the bus,” said Flames defenceman 
Chris Tanev of the game’s turning point. “We weren’t good enough to win 
tonight. They deserved the two points. We’ve gotta be better in all areas 
of our game if we want to beat teams like that.” 

One area that could use some drastic improvement rapidly is their 
secondary scoring. 

The Panthers had five different goal-scorers, including Patric Hornqvist 
who had a pair. Yes, two of their goals were on the power play. 

But Calgary allowed way too many odd-man rushes and high-danger 
chances to be in the mix. Markstrom was good, and certainly didn’t play 
like he’d allowed six goals on 45 shots, yet it’s not necessarily up to the 
goalie each and every night to bail out his team. 

Especially against one of the best teams in the National Hockey League. 

“That’s a different level of team we’ve played lately. That’s a team that’s 
built for playoff hockey,” Sutter said. “We had some guys that didn’t meet 
that sort of challenge, in terms of the one-on-one stuff.” 

Savvy veteran Joe Thornton made it 3-2 on a power-play goal with 1:09 
remaining in the opening frame. But, truth be told, the Flames made it 
easy for him. 

Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin were MIA while the big man with 
the big beard plopped himself in front of Markstrom. 

That was the beginning of the end for the Flames on this night. 

“If you give up that many goals, you’re not going to win,” Sutter said. 
“That’s not about getting the team going. We had some defencemen that 
weren’t into the defending or checking part of the game and it cost us the 
hockey game.” 

The Panthers made them pay at the end of the second period which was, 
by all accounts, a tightly contested frame, and turned on the jets. 

And, by turning on the jets, we mean five unanswered goals. 

At the time of Coleman’s goal, they had a 2-1 lead but after Anthony 
Duclair made it 2-2 less than three minutes later, the Flames couldn’t 
recover. 

So, this measuring stick? 

“Obviously we didn’t measure up very well today,” said Flames forward 
Matthew Tkachuk. “But I think there’s no greater challenge than for us to 
play the defending champs from two years in a row next game. There’s 
no excuse not to get up for that one so we better be ready.” 

The Flames face the Lightning Thursday at Amalie Arena (5 p.m. MT, 
Sportsnet West, Sportsnet 960 The Fan). 

TOUGH TANEV 

Tanev skated in his 600th game Sunday at Chicago and while that’s a 
special milestone for any NHLer, it’s even more impressive when you 
consider how hard the 32-year-old battles on a nightly basis. 
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The fact that he has been able to make it to 600 without losing a limb or, 
at least, a few more teeth is remarkable. 

But they’re not all expected to be masterpieces. 

Tuesday’s game was an example of how you can do all the right things, 
play an honest game, and bring your best effort every night — and still 
get scored on when you’re on the ice. 

On a first-period penalty-kill, Tanev was battling for the puck with 
Hornqvist when he lifted his stick and managed to tap the puck past 
Markstrom to put the Panthers up 1-0. Tanev arguably did everything 
right on the play but Hornqvist beat him, fair and square. 

REMEMBER ME? 

There were plenty of Calgary-Florida connections on Tuesday outside of 
Sam Bennett, who served the first of a three-game suspension and didn’t 
play against his former team. 

And one of which was Ryan Lomberg, who played in the Flames system 
for five seasons. He put the Panthers up 4-2 with 17 seconds to go in the 
middle frame, which seemed to kill Calgary’s momentum completely. 

Other connections to note: Markstrom (drafted 31st overall by the 
Panthers in 2008), Erik Gudbranson (drafted third overall by the Panthers 
in 2010), and associate coach Kirk Muller, who played three seasons in 
Florida from 1996-97 to 1998-99. 

ICE CHIPS 

Gaudreau’s strike extended his road point streak to 11 games. Only 
seven players in franchise history have posted a longer run, including 
Gaudreau himself who posted a 13-game stretch in 2017-18 … Flames 
forward Brett Ritchie drew in for his first game since Nov. 2, playing in 
place of an injured Brad Richardson … D Michael Stone was a healthy 
scratch while forward Adam Ruzicka was deployed to Calgary’s Taxi 
Squad. 
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High-energy prospect Emil Heineman aiming for ‘hopefully a lot of 
seasons in Calgary’ 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

Perhaps this is the best of both. 

Calgary Flames forward prospect Emil Heineman embraced as a 
youngster the sort of hustle, tenacity and fearless style necessary to 
make an impact as the smallest guy on the ice. 

And then he had a growth spurt. 

“I’ve always liked playing hard. It’s always been like that,” said 
Heineman, acquired by the Flames last April in the swap that sent Sam 
Bennett to the Florida Panthers. “I liked when we started hitting when we 
were small kids and playing tough and stuff like that. I was always the 
smallest kid up to high school, and I guess it comes from that — I always 
had to bring my ‘A’ game to every practice and every game when I was 
so much smaller than everyone else, and it stuck with me. 

“That’s one of my biggest strengths, absolutely.” 

That’s one of the biggest reasons the brass in Calgary were keen to add 
this up-and-coming winger — now listed at 6-foot-1 and 185 lb. — to their 
pipeline. 

Although Bennett missed his first clash against his former team due to a 
suspension, you were guaranteed to hear his name a few times on the 

broadcast Tuesday as the Flames paid a visit to FLA Live Arena in 
Florida. 

After spending the past six seasons at the Saddledome, Bennett is now 
flourishing as a second-liner in the Sunshine State. 

The hope in Calgary is that this will be remembered as one of those 
trades that works out really well for both sides. (The return package for 
Bennett also included a second-round pick to cash in at the 2022 NHL 
Draft.) 

“That’s my goal — to develop as a player to be able to put that jersey on 
and hopefully a lot of seasons in Calgary,” Heineman said. 

For now, the 20-year-old speedster — he just exited his teens in mid-
November — is skating with Leksands IF, his hometown team in the top-
tier Swedish Hockey League. He’s the second-youngest regular on the 
roster. 

The Flames are, of course, keeping close tabs. 

And they’re impressed. 

“It’s his motor,” replied development coach Ray Edwards when asked 
what stands out about Heineman’s game. “He has an engine. He works. 
He is on the puck. He works 200 feet. Always moving his feet. A high 
energy player. Not afraid of physicality. He’ll attack the net. He’s really 
good on the forecheck. He’ll hunt down pucks. 

“To me, that’s the most impressive thing about him — this is a young 
player that isn’t afraid to compete against men. He’s not afraid to go into 
tough areas. He’s not afraid to attack. He’s a very direct player, and he 
wins battles. It’s that competitiveness, that energy, the willingness to win 
races, to be first on pucks, to drive D wide … He does all that stuff, and 
he does it as a young player against way older players. 

“He’s a fearless player that way, which is what I really like about him and 
why I think he’ll really fit in well with us.” 

Heineman was Florida’s second-round selection — No. 43 overall — in 
the 2020 NHL Draft, conducted virtually because of the pandemic. 

The left-hander certainly wasn’t expecting to be traded before he’d even 
glimpsed the palm trees outside FLA Live Arena. At the time of the 
transaction, he was focused on a first-round playoff series with his SHL 
club. 

“We were in the middle of the game when they  

Published it and when I got off the game, I looked at my phone and it was 
a lot of notifications and I had a message from a friend that is drafted by 
the Flames, Lucas Feuk, and he told me, ‘Hey, welcome to Calgary!’ ” 
said Heineman, who’d been in Alberta a few months prior to represent 
Sweden in the world-junior bubble. “And I was kind of shocked. It was 
everywhere on the news and stuff like that. Reporters wanted to talk to 
me. It was pretty chaotic after the game, but it was fun. It was a new 
thing, but it was pretty special actually.” 

When he was able to collect his thoughts, he was immediately excited 
about a future in the Flaming C logo. 

“I just felt like it suits me playing in Canada,” Heineman said. “I’ve been 
there two times when I was smaller and I love being there. I didn’t feel, 
like, connected to Florida or anything, because I hadn’t been there at all. 
So I felt like this is a fresh start. And there are a couple of Swedes there 
too, so I was all positive.” 

A couple of Swedes is an understatement. 

There’s stalwart puck-stopper Jacob Markstrom. 

There’s Elias Lindholm and Mikael Backlund, currently operating as 
Calgary’s first- and second-line centres. 

There’s Rasmus Andersson and Oliver Kylington, both in top-four roles 
on the back-end. 
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Heineman is shooting to join them at the Saddledome, although this 
remains a long-term play for the Flames. He recently agreed to an 
extension with Leksands IF, so he’ll continue his development at home 
for now. (He has yet to sign an entry-level contract with Calgary.) 

As a sophomore in Sweden’s top pro division, Heineman has registered 
a dozen points in 30 appearances so far this season, a mix of SHL and 
Champions League contests. He is currently tied for second on his team 
with eight goals, already one better than his total as a rookie and decent 
pop from a guy who is averaging 12:02 of icetime and is often used in a 
checking role. 

“He has that drive, good skating, and he’s determined,” said Hakab Loob, 
who starred for Flames in the 1980s, was a scout for the organization for 
the past three winters and is now broadcasting games in Sweden. “I like 
this kid, and that’s what I told Calgary, too, when they were doing the 
swap with Florida — I thought he was a good prospect, no question 
about that. 

“He’s so versatile, so he can play pretty much anywhere on the team. He 
could be on the fourth line, but he can also move up to the first line on 
any night. I think he’s coming along pretty well. Of course, the next step 
is he has to get the chance or take the chance to play further up in the 
lineup, but he has the tools and he’s not afraid of anything. He goes into 
all the battles and I think he comes out of the battles more than 50-60% 
of the time. So I think he has a fairly bright future. 

“Again, he needs more and more experience playing a bit further up the 
lineup, but I could see him break out at any time. A few good months and 
all of a sudden, he becomes a really good player.” 

Heineman isn’t projected to fill the net at the NHL level — he seems 
more likely to be cast as a depth forward — but he was a prolific scorer in 
Sweden’s J20 SuperElit League and has what Edwards calls “a bomb” of 
a shot. He’s recently been auditioned on the flank on the power-play with 
Leksands IF. 

“I’ve been talking a lot to some other guys on the team and they always 
tell me, ‘Shoot the puck. Shoot the puck, all the time,’ ” said Heineman, 
whose club is sitting in the middle of the SHL standings. “It’s fun that 
people notice your work with the shot and all that. And I feel confident in 
my shot.” 

More goals isn’t his only … uh … goal for the New Year. 

“I think that it’s being more on the ice,” he said. “It’s to have those 
minutes and have the ability to go on the ice when it’s critical out there in 
both offence and defence and get that confidence in myself that I can be 
more of a difference-maker for the team. I want to be an important player 
to shut the other team down and to score that important goal.” 

The Flames always preach patience with their prospects, but when you 
hear Heineman talk about his desire to be counted on in crucial 
defensive moments, when you hear Edwards marvel at his motor, when 
Loob mentions his effectiveness on the forecheck “because he’s always 
on the fly,” it’s easy to imagine that he could eventually be a good fit for 
Darryl Sutter’s system. 

Edwards, remember, was on Sutter’s coaching staff before returning to 
development duties. 

“He’s going to like this player, for sure.” 
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Salvian: How Darryl Sutter has flipped the script for the Flames and given 
them optimism for the new year 

 

By Hailey Salvian Jan 4, 2022 1  

 

Many of us have New Year’s resolutions. If the Flames are in that group, 
theirs hasn’t changed. 

Make the playoffs, then make some noise. For as long as the current 
core has been together, that’s been the goal. For as long as the current 
core has been together, they’ve fallen short. 

One year ago at the start of the Flames’ 2021 training camp, that cycle 
started again. The hope was to be the last Canadian team standing from 
the North Division and make a deep postseason run, former captain Mark 
Giordano said. There was urgency to do it, too. 

“We’re pretty smart guys when it comes to knowing that there’s not many 
years left on some of our contracts,” he said at the time. “We have to 
make something happen and we know it’s a great opportunity this year.” 

We know how that turned out. Everything that could have gone wrong 
last season…went wrong. 

The team couldn’t string together a solid win streak. The Flames’ best 
offensive players were just OK. Jacob Markstrom — one of the main 
reasons for optimism — had his worst statistical season as starter. Their 
coach got fired three months after having the interim tag lifted. His 
midseason replacement didn’t have enough time to right the ship. And 
the Flames ultimately missed the playoffs. 

It was a perfect storm of bad. But, it is a storm unlikely to be repeated. 
Not in Darryl Sutter’s second season behind the bench. Just look at the 
latter half of 2021 — or rather, the start of this season. 

The Flames went 16-7-6, finishing 2021 with the best point percentage in 
the Pacific Division, the second-best goal differential (plus-31) in the 
league, and fourth-best expected goals rate in the league (55 percent). 

It was a great way to end what was a mostly bad year in Calgary that 
included a COVID-19 outbreak infecting over 50 people, and the 
expiration of the arena deal as the clock hit midnight on Dec. 31. 

There are many reasons to believe this year — or the remainder of the 
season — is  going to be better than last. Markstrom again looks like one 
of the best goaltenders in the league. Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm 
and Matthew Tkachuk have combined to create one of the best lines in 
the league. Andrew Mangiapane is having a breakout campaign. And 
we’ve talked about all that a lot this season. 

But, the more I look at the Flames’ transformation over the last 365 days, 
the more I believe that a full season with Sutter behind the bench — and 
the impact he’s having on the team — is the single biggest reason to feel 
optimistic about the Flames this season. 

Consider this: The fundamental change with the Flames for this season 
was the loss of Giordano to the expansion draft. The core remains the 
same, save for some depth moves and the addition of Blake Coleman. 
How do you become a better team when you lose your best defenseman, 
then fail to adequately replace him? 

It’s when you have a coach that knows how to get the most of the players 
he has. And if you recall, this is exactly why the Flames went back to 
Sutter back in March. 

“I knew we had to make a change and there was only one guy in mind,” 
general manager Brad Treliving said at Sutter’s introductory press 
conference. “This team needs Darryl and what he can bring.” 

The initial results weren’t great. After a brief “new coach” bump, the 
Flames finished 15-15-0 under Sutter, were sub .500 on the season 
(including the Geoff Ward coached games), and still missed the playoffs. 

It wasn’t all bad though, as Sutter used that time to fully assess the group 
and what needed to be done to get them back on track. A full (normal) 
training camp under Sutter in the fall “was critical,” he said. 

“We had identified what some of the issues were, and changes that we 
felt we had to make whether it was systemic or personnel-wise, but you 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 5, 2022 

 

just couldn’t do it the way the regular season was last year,” Sutter told 
The Athletic. “You could work on fitness or that sort of thing, or make 
tweaks in the system, but until you have the personnel to fit it and the 
guys to get their proper training in, in the summer, those two things are 
the difference. 

“It’s not real complicated,’’ he added. “It’s just coming in (last year), it was 
more than I thought that we would have to do.’’ 

And now the groundwork that he laid last season, and early this year, has 
started to pay off. And here’s how. 

The Flames play a tight, checking game and don’t give up much by way 
of shot attempts, shots against, and goals. They currently have the 
lowest goals-against at five-on-five rate in the league (1.68), and the 
second-lowest expected goals against rate (2.11) which indicates 
excellent goalie performance as well as defensive structure. 

Better defensive structure has made a questionable blue line — at least 
in the summer — better than we thought. That environment, plus a goalie 
who is as naturally gifted as Markstrom will take you far. It helps too that 
the Flames have a capable backup in Dan Vladar. 

The team is better conditioned this year and can play at a higher pace, 
which allows them to carry the puck more often and play a style that 
focuses on puck possession. The Flames have excelled in that regard 
this season, getting around six more shots on goal under Sutter (35) than 
under Ward last year (29). 

Six shots per game is the difference between first in the league (Florida) 
and 19th (Dallas). In other words, it’s the difference between being in the 
upper echelon of the league versus average. 

Sutter has come in and given the team proper, proven structure. They 
block shots, they make short quick passes, and there is proper puck 
support. Players have specific roles, and they accept them. There’s no 
better example than Monahan taking on the fourth-line centre role after 
years of being Gaudreau’s running mate. 

The team has goals outside of individual accolades and statistics. 

“If it’s just about goals and assists and not about winning, that’s kind of 
where this team was,” Sutter said. “This team got in trouble because all 
their goals were set outside the locker room and it was all about 
individuals. That takes a long time to change and when you look at it, 
we’re almost a year into changing that.” 

For all he’s accomplished, the Sutter trademark is maximizing talent, and 
he’s done that this season. The Flames’ best players are their best 
players. Period. Not just good players on a bad team. 

We’re seeing the best version of Gaudreau. He’s eighth in league scoring 
(36 points), on a 98-point pace, and a more complete player than in his 
99-point season. 

Johnny Gaudreau. (Steven Bisig / USA Today) 

Tkachuk is back to being one of the best power forwards in the league 
after a down 2020-21 season, and a rough start under Sutter. Tkachuk is 
healthy and more composed this season. I think Sutter has figured out 
the right way to motivate Tkachuk — because it’s not a one-size fits all 
job — and it’s worked. 

Not only that, but their best offensive players have become their best 
defensive players. Lindholm has always been a 200-foot player, but 
that’s not something we’ve typically heard about Gaudreau and Tkachuk. 
And that line has been excellent on both sides of the puck, outscoring 
opponents 23-4. Their 0.66 goals against per 60 is the lowest of any line 
that has played at least 150 minutes this season. 

None of this guarantees that the next 52 games go as well as the first 30 
this season. This is not a perfect team. They need another top-six talent 
and scoring help. Maybe they add that at the trade deadline, or maybe 
somebody steps up that’s already on the roster. Sutter aside, those are 
additional reasons for optimism this season. They should be buyers at 

the deadline. And there are a few players — like Coleman or Dillon Dube 
— who could break out of early-season slumps. 

All that being said, I can understand any gains or early season optimism 
in Calgary can feel pretty hollow to some fans. The measure of success 
is going to be what this team does when the games matter the most. 

Still, barring an unforeseen collapse, the Flames should make the 
playoffs. They have a 35 percent chance at winning the division, second 
behind Vegas. 

Once the postseason rolls around, they have an established coach. And 
are playing a more suitable style for the playoffs than we’ve seen in some 
time. 

They’ve set the resolution. Now it’s time to keep it. 
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High-scoring Florida Panthers top Calgary Flames to close perfect 
homestand 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

 

It doesn’t take much to get Florida Panthers interim coach Andrew 
Brunette excited about Patric Hornqvist and Ryan Lomberg. The wingers 
on the Panthers’ fourth line play with almost a reckless abandon and a 
high-octane energy that fires up the team on a regular basis. 

“They remind me of my little brother,” Brunette said last week. “They’re 
just menaces out there. ... They’re the heartbeat right now. They’ve been 
bringing it every night.” 

On Tuesday, they brought more than just intensity during their shifts on 
the ice. 

They found their names on the score sheet. 

Hornqvist scored two goals and Lomberg added one of his own to lead 
the Panthers to a 6-2 win over the Calgary Flames on Tuesday. 

“To play with [Hornqvist] is great,” Lomberg said. “It’s easy. He’s a guy 
that has contagious energy. He brings everybody on board. He’s always 
going. He’s predictable. Our line’s been playing well. He’s been a huge 
reason why.” 

And with that, a perfect homestand is complete. 

The Panthers (22-7-4) swept their four-game stretch at FLA Live Arena 
since returning from a nearly two-week break of games due to a COVID-
19 outbreak that stretched into the NHL’s holiday break. 

The Panthers are outscoring opponents 24-10 over this stretch, which 
has also included a 4-3 come-from-behind win over the New York 
Rangers, a 9-3 rout of the Tampa Bay Lightning and a 5-2 win over the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

“Anybody that turns on a hockey game and watches the Florida Panthers 
play right now is going to be entertained,” Brunette said. 

On Tuesday, the Panthers showed a little bit of everything. 

They had success on special teams, scoring twice on the power play and 
killing off both penalties they committed. 

Both power-play goals came in the first period. Hornqvist opened scoring 
about six minutes into regulation when he scooped up a puck in the 
crease and flicked it past Jacob Markstrom. Hornqvist added another 
goal in the third period for his first multi-goal game of the season. 
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“It feels good,” Hornqvist said. “I haven’t scored as many goals as I 
wanted this year so far, but you know what? It’s 2022, so let’s get better 
and get more goals.” 

Joe Thornton scored Florida’s second goal with the man advantage with 
1:59 left in the first period when he tipped in a Brandon Montour shot 
from the point to give Florida a 3-2 edge at the end of the first period. 

They got contributions from all over the lineup. Five players scored goals, 
with Anthony Duclair scoring in the first period between the power play 
goals and Lucas Carlsson closing scoring with 6:56 left in the third 
period. Lomberg’s goal came with 16.7 seconds left in the second period, 
taking a feed from Eetu Loustarinen and firing a snap shot from the right 
circle for his third score of the season. 

Seven others recorded at least one assist. Montour had three assists. 
Carter Verhaeghe had two. 

“It always adds confidence when you can find the back of the net,” 
Lomberg said. “That’s something that we try to do every game is bring 
the energy, keep things simple. Tonight was one of the nights that the 
hard work paid off and we got some good bounces.” 

Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky saves a shot by a Calgary 
Flames player during the first period of an NHL game at FLA Live Arena 
in Sunrise, Florida, on Tuesday, January 4, 2022. Daniel A. Varela 
DVARELA@MIAMIHERALD.COM 

And they got superb goaltending from Sergei Bobrovsky, who recorded 
47 saves. After giving up two goals in a three-minute stretch midway 
through the first period — a breakaway by Johnny Gaudreau and a wrist 
shot from Blake Coleman that bounced off Bobrovsky and into the net — 
Bobrovsky stopped the final 41 shots that came his way. 

The 47 saves were the second-most in a single game of his NHL career. 
His single-game career high is 52 saves, set in a shootout win on Dec. 4, 
2014, while with the Columbus Blue Jackets. The opponent? The Florida 
Panthers. 

(Bobrovsky stopped all four attempts on the shootout that night, too.) 

“Bob’s great,” Lomberg said. “He played how he can. We’ve got all the 
confidence in the world in Bob and in our goaltending, so it’s no surprise 
to us in that room when he makes big saves and does it time and time 
again.” 

Calgary falls to 17-8-6. 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ The Panthers were without two assistant coaches (Derek MacKenzie 
and Tuomo Ruutu) and two forwards (Mason Marchment and Sam 
Reinhart) on Tuesday due to the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols. 

▪ With his secondary assist on Carlsson’s goal, Anton Lundell is on a 
four-game point streak. He has two goals and three assists in that 
stretch. 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN 

The Panthers play their next two games on the road. They face the 
Dallas Stars on Thursday before closing the brief road trip against the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday. 

The Panthers are 4-4-4 in their 12 games away from FLA Live Arena this 
season compared to 18-3-0 at home. 
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Patric Hornqvist scores twice, Sergei Bobrovsky shines as Panthers 
extend winning streak to four games 

 

By TIM REYNOLDS 

 

SUNRISE — The NHL season isn’t even half over, yet Calgary coach 
Darryl Sutter has seen enough to offer big praise to the Florida Panthers. 

“That’s a team that’s built for playoff hockey,” Sutter said. 

Few would probably argue these days. 

The Panthers are rolling again, and Sutter’s Flames were on the 
receiving end on Tuesday night. Patric Hornqvist scored twice, Sergei 
Bobrovsky stopped a season-high 47 shots and the Panthers pushed 
their winning streak to four games by topping the Flames 6-2. 

“That’s a different level of team,” Sutter said after it was over and Florida 
scored the final five goals of the contest. “We’re not there yet.” 

[Popular in Sports] Omar Kelly: Can we stop pretending Dolphins’ Tua 
Tagovailoa has been set up to succeed? » 

Joe Thornton got a history-making go-ahead goal late in the first period 
for Florida, which improved to 18-3-0 on home ice. Anthony Duclair, 
Ryan Lomberg and Lucas Carlsson also scored for Florida, and Brandon 
Montour had the second three-assist game of his career. 

“It’s still early in the season,” Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette 
said. “There’s a long way to go. But anybody that turns on a hockey 
game and watches the Florida Panthers play right now is going to be 
entertained. ... When we get wave after wave and get everybody rolling, 
we’re a pretty dangerous hockey team.” 

Johnny Gaudreau got his 14th goal of the season for Calgary, and Blake 
Coleman also scored for the Flames, who led 2-1 early before the 
Panthers — now with 24 goals in their last four games — got rolling. 

Carter Verhaeghe had two assists for Florida, which is now 19-0-0 when 
scoring at least four goals this season. 

Jacob Markstrom stopped 39 shots for Calgary. 

“You’re not going to win many games when you’re giving up six,” Calgary 
forward Matthew Thachuk said. “We left Marky out to dry on pretty much 
all of them.” 

And for the 42-year-old Thornton, a deflection — a power-play tip of a 
shot by Montour — late in the first period for a 3-2 Florida lead only 
added to his resume. His first goal came on Dec. 3, 1997, and he has 
now scored in every calendar year since, 26 consecutive years and 
counting. 

It was one of two power-play goals on the night for Florida. 

“You give up that many goals, you’re not going to win,” Sutter said. “We 
had some defensemen that weren’t into the defending or checking part of 
the game and it cost us the hockey game.” 

Bobrovsky’s previous high this season for saves was 43. It was the fourth 
time in his career that he stopped at least 47 shots — and ended the 
game stopping the last 41 shots that he saw. 

“Bob’s great,” Lomberg said. “He played how he can. We’ve got all the 
confidence in the world in Bob and in our goaltending. It’s no surprise to 
us in that room when he makes big saves and does it time and time 
again. It’s no surprise. We see it every day from him.” 

NO MORE 

Calgary came into the game with a 9-2-2-2 record all-time when visiting 
Florida’s FLA Live Arena, the best mark of any NHL team when playing 
at the Panthers’ current home (excluding Seattle, which is 1-0-0 after 
winning at Sunrise earlier this season in its debut trip there). 

That was a point percentage of .733. It’s no longer the best by a visitor to 
Florida’s rink. 
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Edmonton — 10-4-1-0, with a point percentage .of 700 in its 15 trips to 
Sunrise — now has the best record of any opponent in the Panthers’ 
building. 

NOTES: It was Markstrom’s first game on Florida’s ice since Feb. 6, 
2018, for Vancouver. He played in 20 games between 2011 and 2013 at 
FLA Live Arena, when he was with the Panthers. ... Duclair has four 
goals in his last four games. ... Montour also had three assists on Dec. 
12, 2018, for Anaheim against Dallas. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Visit Dallas on Thursday. 

Tim Reynolds is a writer for The Associated Press. 
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South ‘C’ of Red: Florida Panthers 6, Calgary Flames 2 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — After dismantling a Tampa Bay team missing its All-World 
goalie and the Montreal AHL team from Laval, the Florida Panthers had 
themselves a bonafide challenge Tuesday night in the Calgary Flames. 

The score may not have been as decisive Tuesday as other wins but 
Florida can take a lot of pride in the way it took care of the Flames. 

Down a goal in the first period, the Panthers flipped their switch a lot 
earlier than usual and skated to an impressive 6-2 win over a good 
Calgary team at FLA Live Arena. 

The Panthers now hit the road after winning their previous four home 
games by a combined 24-10 against the Rangers, Lightning, Canadiens 
and Flames. 

Not bad. 

Not bad at all. 

2022 has started with a bang! 

It’s time to purchase a subscription to FHN for the best and most 
complete Florida Panthers coverage ANYWHERE 

The Panthers played without the suspended Sam Bennett as well as 
Sam Reinhart and Mason Marchment who went on the Covid list earlier 
this week. 

Although Bennett did not get his reunion game against his former 
Calgary teammates, Ryan Lomberg did — and did not squander the 
opportunity. 

Lomberg, who got his first one-way contract from the Panthers in 2020, 
gave Florida a 4-2 lead on a nice snipe late in the second period. That 
capped off what was a solid 20 minutes for Florida — even if Lomberg’s 
goal was all it put on the board. 

Florida did take the first lead Tuesday, Patric Hornqvist getting some help 
from the stick of Calgary defenseman Christopher Tanev down low on a 
power play chance at 5:58. 

Calgary bounced right back, scoring a pair of goals within a three minute 
span to grab a 2-1 lead at the midway mark of the first. 

Instead of waiting until the third period, Florida got itself right back in the 
ballgame right then and there. 

At 13:01 of the first, Anthony Duclair got a piece of a Gus Forsling shot to 
tie the score. 

With 1:09 left before intermission, Joe Thornton worked his way in front 
of the net onf the Panthers’ second power play chance of the night and 
got a chunk of Brandon Montour’s shot. 

The Panthers controlled the pace of play for much of the second and 
really put the heat on Jacob Markstrom in the final minutes of the period. 

Anton Lundell came close to making it 4-2 but his shot hit the a post; 
moments later, Lomberg drove in and found a sliver a space and put the 
puck there. 

The Panthers got some needed breathing room at 5:47 of the third as 
Hornqvist got his second of the night — and he needed no one’s help on 
this one. 

Hornqvist snapped off a shot from the right circle that zipped past 
Markstrom on Florida’s 40th shot of the night. 

Lucas Carlsson gave the Panthers even more room with a goal he’s 
likely not going to forget as he fired off a shot as he lost his footing from 
from the left circle that made it 6-2 with 6:56 remaining. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, it should be noted, was terrific Tuesday is stopping 47 
shots. 

— Before the game, the Panthers announced that assistant coach Derek 
MacKenzie joined Covid protocol, joining fellow assistant Tuomo Ruutu. 

Goalie coach Robb Tallas, who usually works from the press level, joined 
Andrew Brunette and Ulf Samuelsson on the bench Sunday. 

GR’S THREE STARS OF THE GAME 

1. Patric Hornqvist, Florida 

2. Brandon Montour, Florida 

3. Ryan Lomberg, Florida 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT DALLAS STARS 

When: Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas  

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Florida won 6-2 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 23-19-1, 3 ties 
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Florida Panthers Pregame: Anton Lundell gets shot at big minutes 

 

By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — Florida Panthers rookie Anton Lundell has been playing big 
minutes all year as he is a key piece on the penalty kill. 

Tuesday, he will get one of the biggest chances of his young career in 
Tuesday’s game against the Calgary Flames. 

With Sam Bennett serving a three-game suspension and Sam Reinhart 
on the Covid protocol list, Lundell will get a chance to center Florida’s 
second line with Jonathan Huberdeau and Anthony Duclair. 
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“He’s young, he’s such a smart player and he can play in every situation,” 
Huberdeau said of his new linemate. “He can make some plays and 
whatever we do is going to be interesting and fun.” 

Start off 2022 with a bang! 

Purchase an annual subscription of FHN+ and enjoy the best Florida 
Panthers coverage out there all year long 

The 20-year-old is tied for sixth among rookies in goals (seven) and 
ranks seventh in points despite missing four of Florida’s 32 games thus 
far. 

He has picked up the pace over the past five games as well, scoring five 
points (two goals, three assists) in that span. 

“I get more confidence, more motivation for the goals,” Lundell said. “But 
overall, goals are not the only thing in my game. I just try to play a good 
all-around game and do anything to help the team win. But I want to be a 
player that can help the team with goals and I want them to come the 
right way” 

Lundell ranks second among rookie forwards in shorthanded time-on-ice 
— just behind Nashville’s Tanner Jeannot, who had played five more 
games than him — has been a natural in the defensive zone ever since 
he made his NHL debut. 

He trailed only Sasha Barkov among Panthers forwards in penalty kill 
time in his NHL debut, where the Panthers went to the penalty kill nine 
times in an overtime win over the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“It’s always something that I’ve been interested in, even from juniors, I 
always want to be one step ahead of the player I’m playing against,” 
Lundell said of his defensive style of play. 

“I want to be smarter, I think about what I would do if I was him and 
usually I’m on the right side and I get the puck, so that’s something I’ve 
been working on, I want to be a step ahead of the other guy.” 

Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette has been particularly impressed 
with the rookie’s performance. 

“It’s very impressive, he’s been tremendous up and down the lineup,” he 
said. “You can move him anywhere and he’ll fit right in, he does his job 
and it speaks a lot to his hockey IQ, which he possesses a lot of.” 

Even with the progress he has already made in his rookie year, Lundell 
still thinks there is another level he can hit. 

“It’s about getting better all the time,” Lundell said. “I know I’m not where I 
want to be someday, but it’s a long process and I need to trust the 
process.” 

Morning Skate Updates 

Carter Verhaeghe is a game-time decision with what Brunette called a 
“minor nick” following Florida’s 5-2 win over the Montreal Canadiens. 

Aleksi Heponiemi was called up from AHL Charlotte to Florida’s taxi 
squad. He will draw into the lineup if Verhaeghe is unable to play. 

Sergei Bobrovsky will be Florida’s starting goaltender in Tuesday’s game 
against the Calgary Flames. 

When it comes to the Calgary Flames, the Panthers are going to have to 
keep a close eye on Johnny Gaudreau. Check out 
CalgaryHockeyNow.com for more. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

NHL Betting Odds from FanDuel: Florida favored (PL -1.5 +172) — (ML -
132) — U/O 6 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 21-10-3, 3 ties 
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GameDay 33: Lines, Betting Odds for Flames at Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — With Sam Bennett suspended for the next three games, his 
reunion with former teammates will not happen Tuesday night when the 
Calgary Flames visit the Florida Panthers at FLA Live Arena. 

But that does not mean there won’t be some old friends on the ice. 

Jacob Markstrom and Erik Gudbranson, two former Panthers, will be 
back in Sunrise. 

The two have played the Panthers since being traded in separate deals. 

Gudbranson has two assists in 10 games against the Panthers since 
being traded to Vancouver not long after the 2015-16 season ended. 

Start off 2022 with a bang! 

Purchase an annual subscription of FHN+ and enjoy the best Florida 
Panthers coverage out there all year long 

Markstrom is expected to make his seventh start against Florida. He is 2-
3-1 against the Panthers with a .918 save percentage and a 2.77 GAA. 

The Panthers traded Markstrom, their goalie of the future whom they 
drafted in the second round in 2008, to Vancouver as part of the Roberto 
Luongo deal in 2014. 

Since moving on, Markstrom has evolved into one of the best goalies in 
the NHL. 

After pitching nine shutouts with the Canucks in 2018-19 and going 23-
16-4 the following season, Markstrom signed a six-year, $36 million 
contract with the Flames. 

His 1.99/.930 are both ranked fourth in the NHL this season and his five 
shutouts lead all goalies. 

The Flames have won their past two games after a long Covid break — 
and having a couple additional games postponed — including a 5-1 win 
in Chicago on Sunday. 

Florida came into Monday tied for fourth in the Eastern Conference with 
47 points; Calgary (40) is tied for fifth in the West. 

— The Panthers will be without three key players on Tuesday. 

Bennett, who spent part of seven seasons with Calgary, was suspended 
three games for an illegal check to Montreal’s Cedric Paquette on 
Saturday. 

He would have his true reunion back in Calgary on Jan. 18 — if that 
game is played as scheduled. 

Florida will also be missing Sam Reinhart and Mason Marchment after 
those two joined assistant coach Tuomo Ruutu in Covid protocol. Olli 
Juolevi, previously in protocol, participated in practice Monday. 
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Carter Verhaeghe left Saturday’s game in the third period and did not 
practice Monday. He is expected to play Tuesday. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

NHL Betting Odds from FanDuel: Florida favored (PL -1.5 +172) — (ML -
132) — U/O 6 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 21-10-3, 3 ties 

PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINEUP 

23 Carter Verhaeghe // 16 Sasha Barkov // 98 Maxim Mamin 

11 Jonathan Huberdeau // 15 Anton Lundell // 10 Anthony Duclair 

77 Frank Vatrano // 19 Joe Thornton // 74 Owen Tippett 
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Radko Gudas is still ‘The Butcher.’ Only he is under control with Florida 
Panthers 

 

By George Richards  

 

CORAL SPRINGS — There was a time, not too long ago, that Radko 
Gudas was considered one of the dirtiest players in the NHL. The Florida 
Panthers felt Gudas’ wrath a few times back when he played for Tampa 
Bay and Philadelphia.  

Gudas still makes some of those ‘dirtiest players’ lists although his game 
has changed over the years. 

You don’t see those open-ice hits Gudas was infamous for in previous 
years. 

Gudas does not get kicked out of games with the propensity he once did. 
In fact, since joining the Panthers, he has not been ejected once. 

And, Gudas was one of the most suspended players in the entire league. 
He even served a 10-game stint for hitting Winnipeg’s Mathieu Perreault 
in the head in 2017. 

Start off 2022 with a bang! 

Purchase an annual subscription of FHN+ and enjoy the best Florida 
Panthers coverage anywhere 

Since then, he has been suspended once — two games for high-sticking 
Nikita Kucherov while with the Flyers. 

Gudas’ penalty minutes, which reached triple digits in his first two full-
time NHL seasons, have dropped considerably. 

That does not mean Gudas is any less formidable on the ice. 

Far from it. 

“I think it speaks to his overall hockey sense. He has figured out and 
evolved from being an open-ice hitter at any cost,” Andrew Brunette said. 

“He has really been able to work on his game, know what to do and has 
picked his spots. 

“There’s maturity and he has become a great leader for our group. He 
does the right things at the right times whether it’s a big hit or a blocked 
shot — and he blocks as well as anyone in our league.” 

Known affectionately as ‘The Butcher’ — or, as the Panthers tweeted out 
the other day, our Butcher — Gudas remains one of the biggest hitters in 
the game. 

The reckless ways he was once known for appear to be in the past. 

A dirty player? Perhaps once, but not anymore. 

Has Radko Gudas grown up? 

It could be that his game has simply matured to the point where he wants 
to be on the ice helping his team and not being a detriment by being off 
of it — either by being in the penalty box or by being suspended. 

“That is something I looked at and tried to learn from my mistakes,” 
Gudas said. “Since then, I have done a pretty good job of applying that to 
my game, try to be smarter. Still be physical, but be smarter in those 
situations. 

“I think it is a learning process. It took me years to get better at it. But you 
never want to be out of the game. I think it’s important for everyone to 
learn from the things that happen. It’s a fast game, too. Things happen 
quickly so the more guys are ready for the hit or making a decision not to 
hit, it’s good to help grow the game.” 

Said Brunette: “We love Gudas. When he does those little things, it 
elevates the whole bench. He was probably a little reckless, I agree. He 
probably felt he needed those big hits to stay in the game but I think he 
found his cadence of when and when not to, not to lose his identity. I 
attribute that to hockey sense and he has really matured and is very 
effective.” 

On Saturday night, Gudas had four hits against the Canadiens to give 
him 2,028 in his NHL career. 

That put him past Roman Polak for the most hits by any player born in 
the Czech Republic. 

Gudas, who led the NHL with 250 hits last season, is currently second 
with 130. Anaheim’s Nicolas Deslauriers has 144 in five more games. 

He is also 22nd all time and 10th among active players. Dustin Brown is 
the career and active leader with 3,600 hits — and counting. 

“I was caught by surprise (on the Czech record). I thought I would catch it 
sometime this year, but I lose track,” Gudas said. 

“I would say (hits) are an important part of the sport and when I play 
physical, perhaps it helps the team grow a couple of inches and maybe 
get a little mojo back, get some momentum. That’s a little thing that can 
help the team at certain times and I am happy to do so.” 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

CALGARY FLAMES AT FLORIDA PANTHERS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: FLA Live Arena, Sunrise   

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Did not play 

All-time regular season series: Calgary leads 21-10-3, 3 ties 
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How have the Panthers, one of the NHL’s best teams, kept it together? A 
conversation with GM Bill Zito 

 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance Jan 4, 2022  

 

Bill Zito woke up Tuesday with his team in a good spot. 

The Florida Panthers are second in the NHL in points percentage, 
despite dealing with one of the more serious COVID-19 outbreaks in the 
league, an early-season coaching change and two separate injuries to 
star center Aleksander Barkov. 

How have the Panthers done it? Zito joined “The Athletic Hockey Show” 
to share his thoughts on the Cup contender he’s helped build, in short 
order. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

Custance: It seems like a little bit of time off came at a good time for you. 
You’ve won a few in a row. What are you seeing right now from the 
group? 

Zito: We had some players who have been stricken with COVID. So that 
obviously helped, when they came back. We got Barkov back. 
Marchment got healthy. And then he got COVID. Poor guy. I wish we 
could have timed out some of these. 

It’s been a fairly resilient group over the course of my tenure, where we 
dip or we bend a little bit and not break, and then come back. And 
different guys have stepped up in the absence of other guys. (Barkov) 
was out and Jonathan Huberdeau, of course, has stepped it up — not 
just Jonathan, but other guys. So it’s sort of been leadership and 
contribution by committee, with some of the bigger stars stepping in, and 
other role players stepping in where other guys have been out. It’s been 
a nice ride so far. 

Gentille: This is the MVP-conversation season for Jonathan Huberdeau. 
You look at the way he’s played, especially with (Barkov) out of the 
lineup. He’s been a really good player for a really long time. But what 
kind of growth have you seen from him over the last few years? Because 
you look at what he does for every line he’s on, you look at how he’s 
meshed with Sam Bennett — there’s so much he does for your team, 
and there’s so much he’s done specifically over the last few months. 

Zito: It’s interesting. You know (Huberdeau) when you’re not part of his 
organization as this uber-skilled player with hockey sense. And then you 
get here, and it’s almost a little bit like (Barkov). Until you get to see them 
every single day, you don’t fully appreciate everything about them. And 
I’m sure you can say that about a lot of players. The thing about Huby 
that really comes to mind is in our playoff series against Tampa, where 
he took his game to the next level. It was throwing body checks. It was 
going F1 and taking checks to make plays. It was getting involved and 
showing not only a physical willingness, but the physical ability. Stepping 
up his all-around game, his leadership. 

He has a couple more weapons than his extraordinary skill and hockey 
sense. He just makes plays out of nothing. And it’s funny, after the game 
when you come in and watch the room, and see guys kind of giggle. 
“How did he do that? How did he even think that might be a play?” 

Or the coaches after the game saying, “I was just getting ready to yell at 
him, and then the puck’s in their net. What am I supposed to say? It was 
beautiful. It was great. Guy was open and he tapped him in the empty 
net, and you’re gonna get mad because …?” He recently had a game of 
five points. The game prior to that, he was minus-1 with no points. And 
we have a little in-game scale where you rate the guys 1-5 or whatever it 

is. And that minus-1, no-point game — not just myself, but a number of 
people in management and coaches had given him a 5. 

After the game, I said, “You got a 5. That was the best no-point, minus-1 
game I’ve ever seen a guy play.” He was awesome. He was all over the 
ice. He had come back from COVID that day, got his heart clearance, 
had a pregame skate and said, “Let’s go.” It was fantastic. All the little 
things that he did — playing positionally, managing pucks. He could’ve 
had six assists. Poor (Anthony Duclair), he set him up and he missed the 
puck or something. He’s just a hockey player, this guy. 

Jonathan Huberdeau and Aleksander Barkov. (Christopher Hanewinckel 
/ USA Today) 

Custance: I like that process, giving ratings after the games. What are 
you looking for in there? 

Zito: A lot of teams do it. I’m not sure what you get out of it, really. 

Custance: But what did you see in that 5 from him? 

Zito: He played almost a flawless game. Every decision he made was 
right. (Every decision) when he had to manage the game, as opposed to 
the play, was right. When you’re down 3-2 and you have the puck at the 
far blue line, you might want to take a chance because you need a goal 
late in the game. When you’re up 3-2 and you’re at the far blue line late 
in the game, maybe you don’t need to take that chance. You need to play 
chess as well as engage in this physical activity. Everything he did was at 
the right time, for the right reasons. And the skill passes that he made 
that guys didn’t bury, or it didn’t work out, or the goalie made a fantastic 
save. And he got back and played defense and blocked shots, and his 
penalty kill was great. Just an all-around great game. 

Gentille: It’s always interesting to hear people within organizations talk 
about process vs. results, where you’ve got to weigh how a guy’s playing 
vs. the end result. That, to me, is what makes your team so dangerous 
and so interesting. The underlying numbers are great. And the process 
seems to be strong. But also — we just said, you’re second in points 
percentage. The results are there, as well. 

Zito: I think if you have the right process, and then you execute that 
process correctly, then the results are gonna follow. And if they don’t, 
then you have to fix the process and get the right one. So, yeah, you’ll 
lose the odd game. And it’ll fail every once in a while. But if you have the 
right personnel and the right process for them, that’s what you want to 
do. Get the consistency and keep doing it right over and over. 

For us, we have to look no further than Tampa. Game in and game out, 
they’re going to be consistent. They’re going to do it their way, for their 
personnel. And they’re pretty consistent in the way they do it. And when 
they do it, they’re very effective. And that’s what we try to do. 

And a lot of other teams might not be the same system, but it’s the same 
idea and the same process. In journalism, you probably do the same 
thing, right? You try to create the article. Whatever the narrative is, or 
however you do it, you try to keep doing it a certain way, and hopefully 
have success with it. 

Custance: Sean, I want to hear your journalism process. Can you take us 
through your process? 

Zito: No, you know what I mean! You want to be informative. I’m not 
kidding. 

Custance: No, clearly. I’m just making fun of Sean. 

Zito: I don’t say it lightheartedly. You want it to be entertaining and 
informative. You have to have certain elements to the way you write, and 
you have to have clarity. Right? Otherwise… 

Gentille: Right. And you have to get really lucky and just kind of fall ass-
backward into a pretty good job. And then you can just do it for 35 years. 
That’s my plan at least. 

Zito: You guys are missing my point. It’s difficult, every single day, to 
draft and continually write articles that people want to read. You can get 
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information that people want to know about, but to deliver that message 
consistently, in a certain way, you need to have a process. 

Custance: How much has that process changed under Andrew Brunette 
(who replaced Joel Quenneville in October, after Quenneville was fired 
for his role in the Chicago Blackhawks’ sexual assault cover-up)? What 
has he brought to the table? 

Zito: That’s interesting. And it’s fluid, I would say right now. Initially not a 
whole lot, right? We hadn’t lost a game. And so Andrew came in, and it 
was a difficult situation for us, emotionally. (On the ice) it wasn’t like 
anything really needed to be fixed. And so he was slowly — uber-slowly, 
if you will — just managing the situation. Now, he’s beginning to 
implement his own fingerprint on the process. 

It’s important to understand that Andrew and (Quenneville) were very, 
very close, personally and professionally. So Andrew had a pretty 
significant role in a lot of things, i.e. the power play, the breakout, a lot of 
the systems and a lot of the way things were done here. So, he’s done a 
very good job, I think, communicating with the guys, letting them know 
how he operates, how he communicates, what his expectations are, how 
he deals with failure to meet his expectations, how he would 
communicate when he’s dissatisfied with things. 

It’s a process. And he’s done that all in the face of this rather unique 
COVID situation that we face, that I think is different from last year. We 
didn’t have any cases, right? We were all in the bubble. Now, day to day, 
you don’t know who you’re going to have. You don’t know — players, 
coaches, staff — who’s in, who’s out, what’s happening. And he lost his 
captain for several weeks right at the beginning of his tenure. So 
hopefully, we can get some consistency of lineup for him, to be able to 
really sink his teeth into. 

Gentille: Was there one precipitating event that made him start putting 
his own stamp on the process? Was it Barkov’s first injury? Was it just a 
matter of time? Was being in that role long enough to get acclimated, or 
did something shake loose? 

Zito: You’d have to ask him. But it’s a pretty tight coaching group with a 
lot of communication, a lot of open communication. A lot of really open 
communication with the players. The leadership group and the coaches 
have back and forth. So, I can’t pinpoint a seminal moment. He may be 
able to, and it may be something subtle, that is really important to him, 
that he never really shared. But we just kind of kept going and kept 
going. And there have been some little subtle changes, and maybe 
reassignment of responsibilities here and there. But for the most part, we 
just keep on going. And it’s been great. 

Custance: There was a lot of speculation in the moment. You know John 
Tortorella really well. That was a name that came up. What was that 
decision process like for you? 

Zito: I didn’t talk to anybody. In the moment, it was a very, very difficult 
time for the organization, for myself, for everybody involved. And the 
initial thought was, “Well, someone has to coach the game tomorrow.” 
And I thought Andrew was the guy. I spoke to him. Then, the more I 
thought about it, it was “Listen, we really don’t need to be fixed. It’s not a 
traditional replacement of coach.” And this is a very, very capable, very 
smart hockey man. A solid leader. Everybody respects that. Everybody 
likes him. I had a conversation with him. “Is this just something you want 
to do?” “Yes, I can handle this.” I spoke to Joel: “Is this is something you 
think (he can handle?)” “Yes.” It wasn’t taken lightly. But if you were here 
and you understood, it’s a good fit. It’s absolutely worth pursuing. 

Gentille: If the team came out for those first couple games with him, after 
you made that decision, and they looked flat, is that when the change 
would’ve happened, or was he the guy from the jump? 

Zito: Oh, don’t know. I mean, I can’t speculate on what-ifs. I can’t answer 
that. But I can tell you I believe in him. And from what I’ve seen, he just 
continues to evolve and get better and better every day. I’ve really 
enjoyed learning with him and working with him. 

Custance: So, you’ve got a team that’s very much in the mix. We’re 
getting close to my favorite time of the year, which is the trade deadline. 
But you did some business in the offseason. You’ve already moved your 
first-round pick in a pretty good deal for (Sam Reinhart). What’s your 
mentality with where this team is at, with a weird year? What do you see 
your approach being in the next stretch here? 

Sam Reinhart. (Jasen Vinlove / USA Today) 

Zito: We’re getting ready for our pro meetings. And anything we can do to 
improve, we’ll do. I think that goes without saying. We always want to get 
better. We don’t want to do things, obviously, that are foolish, but if we 
think that we could do something that’ll make us better, we’re gonna do 
it. 

Custance: Along those lines, is it like a win-now moment for the Florida 
Panthers in your mind? 

Zito: You know, I guess it could be. I mean, if someone says, “Do you 
want Connor McDavid?” Well yeah, that’s great. You have to take every 
situation and evaluate it for what it is. Consider both the short- and long-
term implications of it, and make a decision. When we try to do things in 
the short term, to try to make us better for this season that may have 
great short-term implications and less savory longer-term applications? 
Yeah, possibly. Would we love to do a deal that has wonderful short-term 
implications and also great long-term applications? Yeah. Would we even 
do a deal that’s just OK short-term and really great long-term? Sure. You 
guys know the answers to all those questions. Unless and until there’s 
something that’s right in front of us that we know, and (that) I could react 
and respond to, it’s really hard. The truth is we’re going to do anything 
and everything we can to help ourselves this year, and minimize the 
long-term potential cost that would make it just so draconian that you 
couldn’t do it. 

Gentille: It’s been two years since we’ve had a normal season, but how 
good of a sense do you think GMs have of how good their teams are 
now, relative to the past? That’s a tough thing for me to parse — to look 
at just how up and down teams are. Some teams have played 35 games 
and some teams have played 24, and some teams have been healthy 
and some teams haven’t. How do you weigh all those different factors as 
a manager, in coming up with a clear-eyed view of how good your team 
is or is not? 

Zito: That’s a good question. 

Gentille: Is it just a matter of waiting out another month? 

Zito: I don’t know that there can be a general answer to that, almost by 
definition of the question itself. Some teams have played fewer games 
with significant injuries, so they may have a completely different prism 
from which to make their decisions. And you can’t apply whatever my 
answer would be. 

For us, I think we have a pretty good handle, because our core is pretty 
much the same as it was last year. I’ve got almost 80 games or so to see 
how these guys interact. I have a pretty good idea, at least of how the 
core is. We added Sam Reinhart, who was one of the top six guys. But 
maybe someone else might not have (a roster) together as long as our 
guys have been together. So, I don’t know. It’s kind of a tough one. 
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Flyers finish sixth straight holiday road trip with losing record after 4-1 
loss to Anaheim Ducks 

 

by Giana Han 

Published 3 hours ago 
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The first goal came quietly. The lamp didn’t light. The fans at the Honda 
Center in Anaheim didn’t cheer. Even Troy Terry, who tipped the shot, 
didn’t react. But a review revealed that the puck hit the bar inside the net, 
not the crossbar as it appeared at first glance. And suddenly, with 
delayed fanfare, the Anaheim Ducks took the lead just 3:21 into the first 
period, and Terry had the first goal of his hat trick in a 4-1 win over the 
Flyers. 

“It was kind of a weird one,” Terry said in a TV interview after the game. 

With the Flyers a step behind on most plays, the Ducks quickly scored 
another when Terry beat Travis Sanheim for a breakaway goal just over 
six minutes later. But, with just over a minute left, the Flyers sparked 
some offensive momentum. Joel Farabee connected with Cam Atkinson, 
who redirected the former’s shot-pass into the goal, cutting the Ducks’ 
lead to one. 

Atkinson’s goal ended up being the only Flyers goal of the night. The 
Ducks restored their lead to two via Sonny Milano with 2:11 left in the 
second. Then, helped by Flyers penalties, Terry scored his third, an 
empty-netter, to complete his first career NHL hat trick and seal the 
Ducks’ win. 

Anaheim-native Cam York’s made his season debut for the Flyers. The 
Ducks saluted York, who turns 21 on Wednesday, while the defenseman 
finished with three shots, three hits and a blocked shot. 

With the loss, the Flyers ended their annual holiday road trip with a losing 
record (1-2-1) for the sixth season in a row. 

“Unfortunately, we’re in a position where we’re chasing everybody, and 
it’s really difficult to sit here and say, ‘Oh, we did this well,’ or ‘We did that 
well,’ ” coach Mike Yeo said.” Bottom line is we need to grind some 
points out. We got to stay with the pack here.” 

However, Yeo thought the team showed fight despite missing some of its 
best players. Even though the last two games were losses, he said they 
were their best performances of the trip, which gives them something to 
build from. 

When the COVID-19 test results came back Tuesday morning, they left 
the team to “scramble,” Yeo said. The positive tests knocked out two of 
the Flyers’ best players, both of whom happen to be part of the team’s 
leadership group. 

Claude Giroux is the team’s best in the faceoff circle and has played both 
left wing and center as needed. He’s the team’s captain and one of its 
most experienced players. Ivan Provorov is the team’s top defenseman. 
He’s also the team’s alternate captain.  

COVID-19 also removed Sean Couturier, the team’s No. 1 center and 
another alternate captain, from the lineup prior to the trip. Although he 
has since cleared COVID-19 protocols, he remained out with injury. 

The Flyers not only had to re-evaluate the lineup, they also had to 
replace three players with letters on their jerseys. Tuesday night, Scott 
Laughton and Kevin Hayes wore the “As”. No one stepped into Giroux’s 
place as captain. 

For almost 20 minutes after Atkinson cut the Ducks’ lead to one, the 
Flyers held their ground. Then Milano snuck one past Carter Hart on a 
power play. With the deficit at two, Yeo decided to challenge the goal, 
arguing it should have been disallowed for goaltender interference. 

Yeo, who has won his other two challenges as the Flyers interim head 
coach, saw that Vinni Lettieri’s skate caught Hart’s and kept Hart from 
being able to make the save. The review, however, revealed that 
Rasmus Ristolainen’s caused Lettieri’s interference. 

By losing the challenge, the Flyers went right back on the penalty kill. 
Zack MacEwen served the two minutes while the players on the unit got 
no respite and had to kill yet another power play off. 

Yeo took another risk in the final minutes of the game when he pulled his 
goalie in a 4-on-4 situation. With five skaters, the Flyers successfully tired 
out the Ducks and got a series of quality shots on goal off. But when they 
lost the puck, Keith Yandle commited a tripping penalty to keep the 
Ducks from scoring an empty-net goal. The Ducks eventually scored on 
the empty net with just under 50 seconds to go anyways to put the game 
away. 

“I thought that our guys did a great job, except for like I said, [not] scoring 
a goal,” Yeo said. “We had a number of opportunities. Just missed the 
side of the net. Goalie made a couple saves. So in hindsight, I would 
probably continue to do the same thing in a situation like that.” 

Amid yet another Flyers’ holiday road trip that finished with a losing 
record, Farabee’s performance was a positive light. 

In three of the four games that made up the holiday road trip, Farabee 
notched at least one point. He scored goals against the San Jose Sharks 
and the Los Angeles Kings and had assists against the Kings and the 
Ducks. Farabee now has eight points in nine games, one of which he 
was injured in early on. 

“He stepped up big for us this road trip,” Atkinson said. “He was able to 
make plays every single time he’s on the ice and had some great looks 
and scored some big goals for us over this road trip.” 

Farabee’s assist against the Ducks led to the only Flyers goal. Although 
Atkinson scored the goal, Farabee orchestrated it, intentionally passing it 
right where Atkinson could get the desired redirection. 

“We’re going to need him to step up even more going forward,” Atkinson 
said. 

What’s next 

The Flyers return home and prepare to host the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Thursday. It will be the second time the two teams have faced each 
other, while they also still have to make up the postponed Dec. 23 game. 
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Flyers’ Claude Giroux and Ivan Provorov placed in COVID-19 protocols; 
Cam York elevated from taxi squad 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Jan 4, 2022 

 

Six hours before puck drop against the Anaheim Ducks, the Flyers 
announced that they placed captain Claude Giroux, defenseman Ivan 
Provorov, and one staff member in COVID-19 protocols. 

Giroux, who leads the team with 29 points, and Provorov will not be in 
the lineup against the Ducks. Giroux and Provorov join defenseman Nick 
Seeler and forward Jackson Cates, who were added to the COVID-19 
protocol list on Monday. 

Provorov has not missed a game in his six-year NHL career, appearing in 
403 consecutive regular-season contests. He will see his ironman streak 
come to an end on Tuesday night. 

“You could understand why there could be some frustrations and 
disappointment there,” Yeo said of Provorov’s streak before the game. 
“But my job, and their job, is just to make sure that the group we have 
ready to go is prepared. It’s disappointing for Provy but as far as we’re 
concerned, we’ve got a job to do tonight.” 
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While the Flyers have been stretched thin at center with Sean Couturier, 
Derick Brassard, and Scott Laughton out for various periods of time over 
the last month either due to injury or COVID-19-related reasons, Giroux 
had slid over from wing to center for the last 10 games. Luckily for the 
Flyers, Laughton will make his return to the lineup, filling in for Giroux on 
a line with Cam Atkinson and Joel Farabee, after clearing COVID-19 
protocols on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, in Provorov’s place, 20-year-old defenseman Cam York was 
promoted to the active roster from the taxi squad to make his season 
debut in Anaheim, his hometown. In 21 games with the Phantoms this 
season, York has one goal, seven assists, and is minus-5. York will fill in 
for Provorov on a pairing with Justin Braun. 

Additionally, the Flyers added forwards Max Willman and Gerry Mayhew 
to the active roster from the taxi squad. Mayhew will play on a line with 
Kevin Hayes and James van Riemsdyk. 

The Ducks are also dealing with COVID-19-related issues as well, with 
four players currently in protocols — forwards Ryan Getzlaf, Trevor 
Zegras, Derek Grant, and Nicolas Deslauriers. 

York making season debut on West Coast is ‘special’ 

When York arrived in the visitor’s locker room at the Honda Center on 
Tuesday morning prior to the Flyers’ pregame meetings and morning 
skate, his name wasn’t listed on the starting lineup sheet. That wasn’t a 
total shock to Anaheim Hills native York, who made the West Coast trip 
as a member of the taxi squad. 

Moments later, senior director of team services Bryan Hardenbergh 
informed York that Provorov and Giroux were out in COVID protocols. 
Yeo came up to York shortly afterwards and said, “You’re in tonight, kid.” 

Now, York will make his season debut in Anaheim, where he played for 
the Jr. Ducks as a kid. 

“I want to inspire the next generation of hockey players out here,” York 
said before the game. “Anything I can do to do that, I’m going to do. And, 
you know, to be here early in my career is special. I know there’s going to 
be a lot of family and friends in the building tonight.” 

Right after York found out that he would be in the lineup against the 
Ducks, he reached out to his mother, Teri, to inform her of the good news 
— “My mom’s always been my biggest supporter my entire career, so I 
know she’s really, really happy,” York said. 

While York expects his parents to be in attendance at the game, he isn’t 
sure how many of his local friends will be able to come on short notice. 
Regardless, York is looking forward to playing against the team his family 
grew up rooting for and showing his progress since his three-game stint 
with the Flyers last season. 

“I’ve just been trying to be consistent in my game,” York said. “Night in 
and night out. I feel like recently with the Phantoms, I’ve been consistent, 
and that’s helped me a lot, just in all areas. Not trying to overdo things, 
but at the same time, play my game and be offensive and be a 200-foot 
player.” 

Highs and lows for Yandle 

For interim head coach Mike Yeo, defenseman Keith Yandle’s play more 
than a third of the way through the season (32 games, 11 assists, minus-
17) has featured highs and lows, both defensively and offensively. 

Thursday night’s game against the San Jose Sharks contained examples 
of both. First, the not-so-good: In the second period while the Flyers were 
on the power play, Yandle skated out of the Flyers’ zone to recoup the 
puck. However, Sharks captain Logan Couture beat Yandle to it, initiating 
a shorthanded breakaway that led to a Sharks goal that tied the score at 
1. 

“There was a play in the shorthanded goal that I thought that he erred 
because he was erring on the side of trying to get that puck and trying to 

get back on offense,” Yeo said. “And obviously that goal was a big play 
and a tough one to give up.” 

Later in the game, Yandle forced a turnover while the Sharks were in 
transition, leading to a Flyers two-man rush and ending in a Joel Farabee 
goal. Yeo also commended Yandle’s general efforts on the top power-
play unit, which has posted a 23.1% efficiency rate since Yeo took over 
as interim head coach on Dec. 6. 

Ultimately, as Yandle approaches Doug Jarvis’ 964-game ironman record 
(he’s currently 11 games shy of passing Jarvis), Yeo looks to see more 
consistency from his veteran, third-pairing defenseman going forward. 

“Some of the things offensively he does, we’re still seeing those,” Yeo 
said. “But the defensive part of the game, we need to make sure that’s 
real solid. I’ve seen Yands many times this year make sure that he’s in 
the right position. Make sure that he’s good defensively. Make sure that 
he’s got a tight gap. So we need that from him every night.” 

Breakaways 

After dealing with a bout of the flu and COVID-19, Carter Hart (19 games 
played, .918 save percentage, 2.74 goals against average) will start in 
net against the Ducks. This marks Hart’s first start since Dec. 16 against 
the Montréal Canadiens. ... The NHL announced that the Flyers’ home 
game against the Detroit Red Wings on Jan. 18 is postponed. Now, the 
Flyers will play the New York Islanders at home on Jan. 18, after their 
earlier contest scheduled for Nov. 30 was postponed. The Flyers will play 
the Islanders three times, including a back-to-back on Jan. 17 and 18, in 
the month of January. 
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Provorov placed in COVID protocol, ironman streak comes to an end 

 

Wayne Fish 

www.flyingfishhockey.com 

 

   The thought was the only ways Ivan Provorov’s ironman streak was 
going to end would be by either injury or suspension. 

But lurking in the weeds was the possibility of a COVID-19 infection. 

Sadly, the pandemic virus reared its ugly head again on Tuesday 
afternoon when the Flyers announced the Russian defenseman as well 
as captain Claude Giroux had tested positive for the coronavirus and 
would be unavailable for a game at the Anaheim Ducks. 

It will be the first game, both regular-season and playoffs, that Provorov 
has missed in his career. 

Thus, Provorov’s streak of 403 straight games from the start of a career 
will come to an end. 

It’s the eighth-longest streak from the start of a career in NHL history and 
easily the longest in Flyers’ history. 

For Giroux, it’s the second time he’s been afflicted by the virus. The 33-
year-old player also came down with COVID back in February after the 
Flyers played a game at Washington. 

Before Tuesday’s development, Provorov had a good chance to break 
the Flyers’ alltime streak record of 484 straight games held by Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

A former first-round (seventh) pick in the 2015 NHL Entry Draft, the 24-
year-old native of Yaroslavl, Russia has registered 54 goals/172 points 
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since joining the team for the 2016-17 season. He is a plus-19 for his 
career. 

Provorov kept his streak alive by playing through an assortment of 
injuries. Although the 2017-18 playoffs didn’t count toward the streak, 
Provorov played through a serious shoulder injury in a game against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. Later he revealed he could barely raise his arm to 
eye-level. 
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Terry gets 1st NHL hat trick as Ducks defeat Flyers 4-1 

 

PUBLISHED: January 5, 2022 at 4:53 a.m. | UPDATED: January 5, 2022 
at 4:54 a.m. 

By JOE REEDY 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Troy Terry added to a breakout season as he 
scored his first NHL hat trick Tuesday night in the Anaheim Ducks’ 4-1 
victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. 

The right wing is third in the league with 21 goals, including 11 that have 
tied the game or given the Ducks a lead. He had a pair of goals in the 
first period and completed the first hat trick of his five-year career on an 
empty-net goal with 49 seconds remaining. 

“I had the puck a lot more against Colorado (on Sunday). Some scoring 
chances didn’t go my way the last game but they did tonight,” Terry said. 

Sonny Milano also scored and Jamie Drysdale had two assists for 
Anaheim, which snapped a two-game skid. John Gibson stopped 28 
shots. 

Cam Atkinson scored Philadelphia’s goal and Carter Hart made 29 
saves. 

The Flyers have dropped two in a row after collecting points in seven 
straight games. They were without leading scorer Claude Giroux and 
defenseman Ivan Provorov after they were placed in the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocols. 

“Those are quality players but you have to adjust,” interim coach Mike 
Yeo said. “We had a number of opportunities, just missed the side of the 
net. We tried to be aggressive and didn’t get goals.” 

Anaheim was also down a couple of key players due to COVID-19. 
Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf missed his second game and rookie Trevor 
Zegras has been out the past three. 

“For us, that was as big of a win as I can remember this year,” said coach 
Dallas Eakins, who earned his 100th NHL victory. “That was to a man 
everyone doing their job and being fully committed to a game plan. We 
had big saves when we needed them and our special teams chipped in.” 

Hampus Lindholm fired a shot from the top of the left circle that was 
tipped in by Terry at 3:21 of the first period. It was originally ruled no goal 
after the puck hit the near post, but a replay review determined it crossed 
the goal line. 

Six minutes later, Terry got the puck in the neutral zone, put a nifty move 
on Flyers defenseman Travis Sanheim and flipped in a shot on the 
breakaway. 

It was Terry’s 20th goal of the season in 35 games, making him the 
second-fastest Ducks player to reach that number. Corey Perry did it in 
33 games in 2013-14. 

“I’m extremely proud of Troy. I’ve seen this kid right from Day One. For 
him to be where he’s at, goal-scoring, as a big influencer and driver on 
our team, it’s fun to watch,” Eakins said. “I think that’s one of the real 
privileges of coaching is to see these guys grow into players.” 

Atkinson brought the Flyers to 2-1 with 1:18 remaining in the first on a 
redirect of Joel Farabee’s pass. Atkinson has 13 goals this season, but it 
was his first since he had a hat trick against New Jersey on Dec. 14. 

Milano scored Anaheim’s sixth power-play goal in his last six games with 
2:11 left in the second period when he took Sam Steel’s pass and put it 
into the short side after Hart was out of position. 

HOT START 

Drysdale had his third multi-assist game this season and is fourth among 
NHL rookies with 13 assists. He has 24 points in 60 career games. That 
is the third-most by a Ducks rookie defenseman in his first 60 games, 
behind only Francois Beauchemin (34) and Cam Fowler (29). 
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Flyers finish road trip 1-2-1, Hart sounds off on NHL's COVID-19 process 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers lost their captain and No. 1 defenseman the day of their game 
Tuesday night in Anaheim, California. 

The club then lost to the Ducks, 4-1, at Honda Center, finishing its West 
Coast swing 1-2-1. 

Because of COVID protocols, the Flyers (13-14-6) were without Claude 
Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Nick Seeler and Jackson Cates. They continued 
to be without Sean Couturier (upper body), Derick Brassard (hip), Ryan 
Ellis (lower body) and Nate Thompson (shoulder). 

For the first three games of their four-game road trip, the Flyers missed 
Carter Hart and Scott Laughton. Both players, along with Brassard, 
entered COVID protocol on Dec. 27 when the club returned to practice 
from the NHL-mandated holiday break. 

The Flyers were not the only ones shorthanded Tuesday night. The 
Ducks (18-11-7) didn't have Trevor Zegras, Ryan Getzlaf, Derek Grant or 
Nicolas Deslauriers, all of whom were out for COVID protocols. 

• Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo said Giroux and Provorov were 
pulled following a team meeting Tuesday morning. On Monday ahead of 
practice at Honda Center, Seeler and Cates were placed in protocol. 

During his pregame media availability around 7:40 p.m. ET, Yeo said all 
four players were currently asymptomatic. 

Hart voiced his frustration postgame when asked about not having 
players the caliber of Giroux and Provorov. 

"It's tough, for sure," the 23-year-old goalie said. "Guys are testing 
positive with no symptoms or mild symptoms. I mean, the league's got to 
find a way to change that. We're either going to keep playing 
shorthanded all season long or games are going to keep getting 
postponed. I think it's a joke. It's got to change." 

On Monday, Hart said he had "pretty mild symptoms, if any at all," during 
his isolation. Laughton admitted frustration, as well, with his 
asymptomatic absence. 

"I had no symptoms, was really surprised that I tested positive," Laughton 
said Monday. "You just try and follow the league protocols and go 
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through it, but yeah, it's frustrating. It's a tough situation in the world right 
now and nothing you can do about it." 

Kevin Hayes dealt with a similar experience just before the holiday break 
when he was removed at the start of a practice. 

"My COVID battle wasn't too bad; I know it's a serious thing," Hayes said 
last Tuesday. "I had no symptoms at all, was shocked I tested positive 
but I did." 

The Flyers are not the only team dealing with COVID-related hurdles. 
Postponements and absences have been league-wide. 

For Provorov, Tuesday night marked the first game he had ever missed 
in his pro hockey career. He had an ironman streak of 403 consecutive 
games played since entering the NHL as a 19-year-old. 

"Especially when you look at a guy like Provy and how hard he plays," 
Yeo said pregame. "He never is a guy that doesn't go back and take a hit 
to make a play, he's not a guy that's ever going to move out of the way of 
a shot, he blocks shots on the penalty kill. So that streak is incredibly 
impressive. 

"We're very, very aware and we all share concern for what's going on in 
the world. But you can understand why maybe some players would find it 
difficult, when you have guys that play with broken ribs, broken feet. And 
they feel completely fine." 

How deflating was it to have Giroux and Provorov yanked from the 
team's morning preparation? 

"It's obviously difficult, those are quality players," Yeo said postgame. 
"Even yesterday, it happened right at the start of practice, so you have to 
adjust right away. That's just sort of the world we're living in right now. 
We can't make excuses. 

"Very much tonight that game was still there for us. We could have put 
one past their goalie there at different points of the game when we had 
some of those opportunities. I think that game would have taken a turn 
for a different direction. Can't make any excuses. It's difficult, but that's 
what we have to deal with." 

More: Flyers have a home game postponed but pick up a game that 
same night 

• A little less than a week ago, following the new CDC isolation 
guidelines, the NHL and NHLPA agreed to adjust its COVID protocol. 
The league decided to trim its isolation period of 10 days to five days for 
a player who tests positive and is fully vaccinated. 

If a player has no symptoms or his symptoms are resolving, they're 
permitted to return following five days as long as they have a negative 
lab-based RT-PCR test and the requirements adhere with local health 
laws. 

Given Giroux and Provorov just entered COVID protocol Tuesday, it 
appears highly possible they'll have to miss Thursday's rivalry game 
against the Penguins at the Wells Fargo Center. 

We'll see if anything changes on that front. 

It's a big game. Pittsburgh is rolling with eight straight wins entering 
Wednesday. Meanwhile, the Flyers need to stem their own tide of three 
consecutive losses (0-2-1). 

• With no Provorov or Seeler, defensive prospect Cam York made his 
season debut. He got a taste of the NHL last season. 

But Tuesday night's game was special for York, who is a native of 
Anaheim Hills and was playing a day before his 21st birthday. 

"Yeosy came up to me and kind of just tapped me on the shoulder and 
said, 'You're in tonight, kid,'" York said pregame. "Pretty crazy morning 
for myself." 

His father Jeff and mother Teri were in attendance. York's mom was the 
first person to know he was entering the lineup. 

"Her reaction was pretty priceless," York said. 

"To be able to play here is going to be a little weird at first I think. My 
family's been cheering for the Ducks for so long, my entire life. To be 
cheering for the opposing team I think is going to be something different. 
At the end of the day, it's two big points for our team and we need to 
come out of this trip successful." 

Despite the Flyers' loss, York played well. He impressed Yeo in his 20:20 
minutes, recording three hits, two shots and two blocked shots. 

• Hart played his first game since Dec. 16. He converted 26 saves on 29 
shots. 

Ducks forward Troy Terry capped a hat trick with an empty-net goal to 
seal Anaheim's win. 

Cam Atkinson scored the Flyers' lone goal. It was assisted by Laughton 
and Joel Farabee. 

Ducks goalie John Gibson stopped 28 of 29 shots for the victory. 

• The Flyers return to Philadelphia for a three-game homestand starting 
with Thursday's matchup against the Penguins (7 p.m. ET/ESPN+, Hulu). 
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Provorov misses his first game ever in NHL career as he and Giroux are 
out 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Seventeen days ago, Ivan Provorov played in his 400th consecutive 
game since entering the NHL as a 19-year-old. 

His ironman streak, which stood at 403 games going into Tuesday, will 
come to an end because of COVID-19. 

Provorov, Claude Giroux and a club staff member were added to the 
league's COVID protocol list ahead of the Flyers' game tonight against 
the Ducks in Anaheim, California (10 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

It will be the first time Provorov has ever missed a game in his 
professional hockey career. He turns 25 years old on Jan. 13. 

"I take pride in being able to go out there, compete every game, go out 
there and try to help my team win," Provorov said Dec. 20. "To be able to 
do it for 400 consecutive games means a lot to me. But not stopping 
there, so hopefully continue to work hard, take care of myself and be able 
to play many more." 

Last season, Giroux saw his ironman streak of 328 consecutive games 
played brought to a halt because of the coronavirus. 

More: Flyers finish road trip 1-2-1, Hart sounds off on NHL's COVID-19 
process 

On Monday, defenseman Nick Seeler, forward Jackson Cates and a club 
staffer were placed in COVID protocol. With no Provorov or Seeler, 
touted defensive prospect Cam York will make his season debut. 

It should be a special one for the 2019 first-round pick. York is a native of 
Anaheim Hills and his 21st birthday is Wednesday. 

"I remember when I was a little kid and [the Flyers] would come out to 
Anaheim and play, I would always make sure I'd tell my parents, 'We 
need to go to this game,'" York said in June 2019. "It's just one of those 
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organizations where they have a rich history and just always a successful 
team. I'm really looking forward to being a part of it." 

York had a banner year last season, which ended with a taste of the 
NHL. 

At forward, Gerry Mayhew will enter the lineup for Giroux. The Flyers are 
getting Scott Laughton back in the lineup and Carter Hart back in net. 
Both players missed the first three games of the Flyers' four-game road 
trip because of COVID protocols. 
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Flyers have a home game postponed but pick up a game that same night 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers' home game Tuesday, Jan. 18, against the Red Wings has 
been postponed. 

But there will still be a Flyers game at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The NHL is using that night to reschedule the Flyers' home game against 
the Islanders, which was originally slated for Nov. 30. It was postponed 
three days before because of New York's COVID-19 outbreak at the 
time. 

Puck drop between the Flyers and Islanders on Jan. 18 is at 7 p.m. ET. 
The game will be televised on NBC Sports Philadelphia. Ticket info from 
the postponement can be found right here. 

The Flyers have three games to be rescheduled: two at home (Capitals, 
Red Wings) and one on the road (Penguins). 
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The Athletic / How have the Panthers, one of the NHL’s best teams, kept 
it together? A conversation with GM Bill Zito 

 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance 

 Jan 4, 2022  

  

Bill Zito woke up Tuesday with his team in a good spot. 

The Florida Panthers are second in the NHL in points percentage, 
despite dealing with one of the more serious COVID-19 outbreaks in the 
league, an early-season coaching change and two separate injuries to 
star center Aleksander Barkov. 

How have the Panthers done it? Zito joined “The Athletic Hockey Show” 
to share his thoughts on the Cup contender he’s helped build, in short 
order. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

Custance: It seems like a little bit of time off came at a good time for you. 
You’ve won a few in a row. What are you seeing right now from the 
group? 

Zito: We had some players who have been stricken with COVID. So that 
obviously helped, when they came back. We got Barkov back. 
Marchment got healthy. And then he got COVID. Poor guy. I wish we 
could have timed out some of these. 

It’s been a fairly resilient group over the course of my tenure, where we 
dip or we bend a little bit and not break, and then come back. And 
different guys have stepped up in the absence of other guys. (Barkov) 
was out and Jonathan Huberdeau, of course, has stepped it up — not 
just Jonathan, but other guys. So it’s sort of been leadership and 
contribution by committee, with some of the bigger stars stepping in, and 
other role players stepping in where other guys have been out. It’s been 
a nice ride so far. 

Gentille: This is the MVP-conversation season for Jonathan Huberdeau. 
You look at the way he’s played, especially with (Barkov) out of the 
lineup. He’s been a really good player for a really long time. But what 
kind of growth have you seen from him over the last few years? Because 
you look at what he does for every line he’s on, you look at how he’s 
meshed with Sam Bennett — there’s so much he does for your team, 
and there’s so much he’s done specifically over the last few months. 

Zito: It’s interesting. You know (Huberdeau) when you’re not part of his 
organization as this uber-skilled player with hockey sense. And then you 
get here, and it’s almost a little bit like (Barkov). Until you get to see them 
every single day, you don’t fully appreciate everything about them. And 
I’m sure you can say that about a lot of players. The thing about Huby 
that really comes to mind is in our playoff series against Tampa, where 
he took his game to the next level. It was throwing body checks. It was 
going F1 and taking checks to make plays. It was getting involved and 
showing not only a physical willingness, but the physical ability. Stepping 
up his all-around game, his leadership. 

He has a couple more weapons than his extraordinary skill and hockey 
sense. He just makes plays out of nothing. And it’s funny, after the game 
when you come in and watch the room, and see guys kind of giggle. 
“How did he do that? How did he even think that might be a play?” 

Or the coaches after the game saying, “I was just getting ready to yell at 
him, and then the puck’s in their net. What am I supposed to say? It was 
beautiful. It was great. Guy was open and he tapped him in the empty 
net, and you’re gonna get mad because …?” He recently had a game of 
five points. The game prior to that, he was minus-1 with no points. And 
we have a little in-game scale where you rate the guys 1-5 or whatever it 
is. And that minus-1, no-point game — not just myself, but a number of 
people in management and coaches had given him a 5. 

After the game, I said, “You got a 5. That was the best no-point, minus-1 
game I’ve ever seen a guy play.” He was awesome. He was all over the 
ice. He had come back from COVID that day, got his heart clearance, 
had a pregame skate and said, “Let’s go.” It was fantastic. All the little 
things that he did — playing positionally, managing pucks. He could’ve 
had six assists. Poor (Anthony Duclair), he set him up and he missed the 
puck or something. He’s just a hockey player, this guy. 

Jonathan Huberdeau and Aleksander Barkov. (Christopher Hanewinckel 
/ USA Today) 

Custance: I like that process, giving ratings after the games. What are 
you looking for in there? 

Zito: A lot of teams do it. I’m not sure what you get out of it, really. 

Custance: But what did you see in that 5 from him? 

Zito: He played almost a flawless game. Every decision he made was 
right. (Every decision) when he had to manage the game, as opposed to 
the play, was right. When you’re down 3-2 and you have the puck at the 
far blue line, you might want to take a chance because you need a goal 
late in the game. When you’re up 3-2 and you’re at the far blue line late 
in the game, maybe you don’t need to take that chance. You need to play 
chess as well as engage in this physical activity. Everything he did was at 
the right time, for the right reasons. And the skill passes that he made 
that guys didn’t bury, or it didn’t work out, or the goalie made a fantastic 
save. And he got back and played defense and blocked shots, and his 
penalty kill was great. Just an all-around great game. 

Gentille: It’s always interesting to hear people within organizations talk 
about process vs. results, where you’ve got to weigh how a guy’s playing 
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vs. the end result. That, to me, is what makes your team so dangerous 
and so interesting. The underlying numbers are great. And the process 
seems to be strong. But also — we just said, you’re second in points 
percentage. The results are there, as well. 

Zito: I think if you have the right process, and then you execute that 
process correctly, then the results are gonna follow. And if they don’t, 
then you have to fix the process and get the right one. So, yeah, you’ll 
lose the odd game. And it’ll fail every once in a while. But if you have the 
right personnel and the right process for them, that’s what you want to 
do. Get the consistency and keep doing it right over and over. 

For us, we have to look no further than Tampa. Game in and game out, 
they’re going to be consistent. They’re going to do it their way, for their 
personnel. And they’re pretty consistent in the way they do it. And when 
they do it, they’re very effective. And that’s what we try to do. 

And a lot of other teams might not be the same system, but it’s the same 
idea and the same process. In journalism, you probably do the same 
thing, right? You try to create the article. Whatever the narrative is, or 
however you do it, you try to keep doing it a certain way, and hopefully 
have success with it. 

Custance: Sean, I want to hear your journalism process. Can you take us 
through your process? 

Zito: No, you know what I mean! You want to be informative. I’m not 
kidding. 

Custance: No, clearly. I’m just making fun of Sean. 

Zito: I don’t say it lightheartedly. You want it to be entertaining and 
informative. You have to have certain elements to the way you write, and 
you have to have clarity. Right? Otherwise… 

Gentille: Right. And you have to get really lucky and just kind of fall ass-
backward into a pretty good job. And then you can just do it for 35 years. 
That’s my plan at least. 

Zito: You guys are missing my point. It’s difficult, every single day, to 
draft and continually write articles that people want to read. You can get 
information that people want to know about, but to deliver that message 
consistently, in a certain way, you need to have a process. 

Custance: How much has that process changed under Andrew Brunette 
(who replaced Joel Quenneville in October, after Quenneville was fired 
for his role in the Chicago Blackhawks’ sexual assault cover-up)? What 
has he brought to the table? 

Zito: That’s interesting. And it’s fluid, I would say right now. Initially not a 
whole lot, right? We hadn’t lost a game. And so Andrew came in, and it 
was a difficult situation for us, emotionally. (On the ice) it wasn’t like 
anything really needed to be fixed. And so he was slowly — uber-slowly, 
if you will — just managing the situation. Now, he’s beginning to 
implement his own fingerprint on the process. 

It’s important to understand that Andrew and (Quenneville) were very, 
very close, personally and professionally. So Andrew had a pretty 
significant role in a lot of things, i.e. the power play, the breakout, a lot of 
the systems and a lot of the way things were done here. So, he’s done a 
very good job, I think, communicating with the guys, letting them know 
how he operates, how he communicates, what his expectations are, how 
he deals with failure to meet his expectations, how he would 
communicate when he’s dissatisfied with things. 

It’s a process. And he’s done that all in the face of this rather unique 
COVID situation that we face, that I think is different from last year. We 
didn’t have any cases, right? We were all in the bubble. Now, day to day, 
you don’t know who you’re going to have. You don’t know — players, 
coaches, staff — who’s in, who’s out, what’s happening. And he lost his 
captain for several weeks right at the beginning of his tenure. So 
hopefully, we can get some consistency of lineup for him, to be able to 
really sink his teeth into. 

Gentille: Was there one precipitating event that made him start putting 
his own stamp on the process? Was it Barkov’s first injury? Was it just a 
matter of time? Was being in that role long enough to get acclimated, or 
did something shake loose? 

Zito: You’d have to ask him. But it’s a pretty tight coaching group with a 
lot of communication, a lot of open communication. A lot of really open 
communication with the players. The leadership group and the coaches 
have back and forth. So, I can’t pinpoint a seminal moment. He may be 
able to, and it may be something subtle, that is really important to him, 
that he never really shared. But we just kind of kept going and kept 
going. And there have been some little subtle changes, and maybe 
reassignment of responsibilities here and there. But for the most part, we 
just keep on going. And it’s been great. 

Custance: There was a lot of speculation in the moment. You know John 
Tortorella really well. That was a name that came up. What was that 
decision process like for you? 

Zito: I didn’t talk to anybody. In the moment, it was a very, very difficult 
time for the organization, for myself, for everybody involved. And the 
initial thought was, “Well, someone has to coach the game tomorrow.” 
And I thought Andrew was the guy. I spoke to him. Then, the more I 
thought about it, it was “Listen, we really don’t need to be fixed. It’s not a 
traditional replacement of coach.” And this is a very, very capable, very 
smart hockey man. A solid leader. Everybody respects that. Everybody 
likes him. I had a conversation with him. “Is this just something you want 
to do?” “Yes, I can handle this.” I spoke to Joel: “Is this is something you 
think (he can handle?)” “Yes.” It wasn’t taken lightly. But if you were here 
and you understood, it’s a good fit. It’s absolutely worth pursuing. 

Gentille: If the team came out for those first couple games with him, after 
you made that decision, and they looked flat, is that when the change 
would’ve happened, or was he the guy from the jump? 

Zito: Oh, don’t know. I mean, I can’t speculate on what-ifs. I can’t answer 
that. But I can tell you I believe in him. And from what I’ve seen, he just 
continues to evolve and get better and better every day. I’ve really 
enjoyed learning with him and working with him. 

Custance: So, you’ve got a team that’s very much in the mix. We’re 
getting close to my favorite time of the year, which is the trade deadline. 
But you did some business in the offseason. You’ve already moved your 
first-round pick in a pretty good deal for (Sam Reinhart). What’s your 
mentality with where this team is at, with a weird year? What do you see 
your approach being in the next stretch here? 

Zito: We’re getting ready for our pro meetings. And anything we can do to 
improve, we’ll do. I think that goes without saying. We always want to get 
better. We don’t want to do things, obviously, that are foolish, but if we 
think that we could do something that’ll make us better, we’re gonna do 
it. 

Custance: Along those lines, is it like a win-now moment for the Florida 
Panthers in your mind? 

Zito: You know, I guess it could be. I mean, if someone says, “Do you 
want Connor McDavid?” Well yeah, that’s great. You have to take every 
situation and evaluate it for what it is. Consider both the short- and long-
term implications of it, and make a decision. When we try to do things in 
the short term, to try to make us better for this season that may have 
great short-term implications and less savory longer-term applications? 
Yeah, possibly. Would we love to do a deal that has wonderful short-term 
implications and also great long-term applications? Yeah. Would we even 
do a deal that’s just OK short-term and really great long-term? Sure. You 
guys know the answers to all those questions. Unless and until there’s 
something that’s right in front of us that we know, and (that) I could react 
and respond to, it’s really hard. The truth is we’re going to do anything 
and everything we can to help ourselves this year, and minimize the 
long-term potential cost that would make it just so draconian that you 
couldn’t do it. 

Gentille: It’s been two years since we’ve had a normal season, but how 
good of a sense do you think GMs have of how good their teams are 
now, relative to the past? That’s a tough thing for me to parse — to look 
at just how up and down teams are. Some teams have played 35 games 
and some teams have played 24, and some teams have been healthy 
and some teams haven’t. How do you weigh all those different factors as 
a manager, in coming up with a clear-eyed view of how good your team 
is or is not? 

Zito: That’s a good question. 

Gentille: Is it just a matter of waiting out another month? 
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Zito: I don’t know that there can be a general answer to that, almost by 
definition of the question itself. Some teams have played fewer games 
with significant injuries, so they may have a completely different prism 
from which to make their decisions. And you can’t apply whatever my 
answer would be. 

For us, I think we have a pretty good handle, because our core is pretty 
much the same as it was last year. I’ve got almost 80 games or so to see 
how these guys interact. I have a pretty good idea, at least of how the 
core is. We added Sam Reinhart, who was one of the top six guys. But 
maybe someone else might not have (a roster) together as long as our 
guys have been together. So, I don’t know. It’s kind of a tough one. 
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As we woke up Tuesday, the NHL’s postponed 92 dates for corona-
related reasons. League leaders Anaheim and Vegas are at 35 games 
played, while Boston, Colorado, Dallas, the Islanders and Ottawa are 
below 30. 

Thanks to attendance restrictions, Canadian teams are grinding to a halt 
-- taking a chance they’ll be able to make up in front of larger crowds. 
Edmonton’s only missed four games, but have just one scheduled over 
the 12 days after Wednesday. Meanwhile, recovering Calgary is 
preparing for its third game in 24 days; Ottawa’s on a stretch of one in 
20; Toronto two in 22; Vancouver three in 22. Winnipeg went 13 days 
without a game and Montreal isn’t playing at home. 

The Canadiens were so infested by COVID, the organization was shut 
down upon returning to Canada from its post-Christmas road trip. 

The league does not want to push the regular season past its current end 
date of April 29. So, do the math. What are we dealing with? 

We know the Olympic Break (Feb. 7-22) is non-existent. Some teams will 
have to play through it, with varying degrees of schedule intensity. The 
hope was to give everyone approximately a week off, but that won’t be 
possible in several situations -- particularly in Canada. Assuming All-Star 
Weekend goes as scheduled (that’s still the plan), don’t be surprised if 
the schedule resumes two or three days after the Saturday-afternoon 
affair. 

It’s going to ruin vacations -- a definite annoyance -- but teams and 
players generally seem to recognize they’ve already had enough time off. 
(Although I’m not expecting 100 per cent agreement on this issue.) 

There's a possibility of flipping some January home games in Canada 
with road games later on, as the league did with Islanders-Leafs 
matchups on Jan. 22 and April 17. What it also means is that come the 
third week of January, Canadian teams are going to have to play 
regardless of what attendance restrictions are in place. There simply isn’t 
enough runway to keep postponing beyond then. It’s going to damage 
revenue and affect long-term salary-cap determinations, but you reach a 
point where you can no longer wait. 

Who knows what we’re going to get in terms of COVID-related absences. 
Hopefully as few as possible as Omicron blasts through North America, 
but taxi squads are in-place to alleviate some of that. Sometimes it’s 
more kindergarten finger-painting than Picasso, but if you’re an NBA fan 
(Cavaliers 144, Raptors 99 on Boxing Day) or NFL watcher (last 
Monday’s ugly Dolphins/Saints game), you recognize leagues’ number 
one priority is getting these games played. 

Montreal had thin rosters in Tampa Bay, Carolina and Florida -- but those 
players deserve credit. They played as hard as they could, giving the 
Lightning and Panthers as much as they could handle. 

Another thing we’re learning about the NHL; the magic number looks like 
16. If you can get that many skaters, you’re probably going to play. 

And come Jan. 17, that goes for the Canadian teams as a group. Fans or 
no fans, there’s no more time to wait. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

1. Willie O’Ree’s number 22 is to be retired two weeks today in Boston, 
the 64th anniversary of his NHL debut. Days after Derek Joslin played his 
first NHL game on Jan. 3, 2009 for San Jose, he received a special 
surprise -- a handwritten letter from O’Ree himself, welcoming him to the 
big time. Joslin, from a biracial family (father Jeff is Black, mother 
Darlene is White), still has the note, keeping it at his Ontario home. “Out 
of the blue it came,” Jeff said. O’Ree wrote Derek’s arrival was proof 
Joslin could do whatever he wanted, and could handle any obstacle that 
came his way. 

Now 34, and a defenceman for VSV, in Villach, Austria, Joslin thought a 
lot about that message, the reason he wished to discuss what happened 
last Tuesday in a game against Olimpija Ljubljana. After a small scrum 
around the Villach net, a Ljubljana player imitates a primate in Joslin’s 
face. It’s brutal. What the highlights don’t capture is that Joslin caught up 
to the offender (Tadej Cimzar), only to see his own teammates on the 
bench erupt at something that happened behind him -- more gestures 
and, he was told, monkey noises from another player. “I’m still trying to 
digest it,” Joslin said Monday from Austria. “I saw the gesture, and 
thought, ‘WTF was that?’ I was surprised and saw red. Never before 
have I been directly affected by this kind of racism until now. I’m in a bit 
of shock and there are a lot of ‘Why’s?’” 

2. Joslin has mixed reactions about the aftermath. His team is coached 
by Canadian Rob Daum, who has history with Austrian hockey in the 
World Championships and Olympics, and features several North 
American teammates. He was thankful for strong organizational support 
and, “I was satisfied with how quickly the league acted. Sometimes, in 
these situations it’s ‘He said, she said,’ but that didn’t happen.” The next 
day, Cimzar and teammate Miha Zajc were suspended 10 games and 
fined 3,000 Euros. Joslin doesn’t think that’s enough. “I figured at 
minimum, they’d get the rest of the regular season and maybe return for 
the playoffs. I care about people learning. If you ban them for life, do they 
learn? If you’re a hockey player, playing means everything. But they 
need to be held accountable. If I hit a guy from behind tomorrow, I could 
get 10 games. This doesn’t seem like it should be the same penalty.” 

Alberta native Lyle Seitz was an NHL linesman from 1992-2010. For the 
past 11 years, he’s worked as the ICE Hockey League’s director of 
hockey operations and says he’s “fallen in love” with the European game. 
“This is not how we want to represent ourselves as a league,” he said. 
“We have worked so hard to bring up our product’s level. We want Derek 
to come over and not have to deal with what he’s had to deal with. The 
in-season penalties are just the start of it, to make sure it doesn’t happen 
again. This is not how we want to represent ourselves as a league, we 
know we have to make sure it never happens again.” Seitz could not 
confirm what the additional penalties might be because they are still 
being discussed, but something with the Slovenian Federation is possible 
as both Cimzar and Zajc are from that country. 

It also bothered Joslin that there were no in-game penalties for those 
actions, and Seitz agrees that was a mistake. “We wish the game 
officials would have done something, but no one was certain in the 
moment what the gesture meant. A supervisor was in the stands, and 
texted right away to ask, ‘Does this mean anything?’ We said, ‘Oh yes,’ 
but it didn’t relate there in the same way.” Ljubljana team president Miha 
Butara wrote an apology to the VSV team, stating the “behaviour of our 
players was totally unprofessional and below any civilized 
standards…Please accept my personal apology. And I apologize to 
Derek as well.” 
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Joslin received meaningful notes of support, including one from Matt 
Stajan, a teammate in Germany during the 2018-19 season. He did not 
realize until Tuesday afternoon that one of the players had sent an 
apology through Instagram, stating, “It was a big misunderstanding…We 
meant the sign for ‘big head,’ I swear on my mother” and that one of 
Joslin’s teammates could vouch for their character. That didn’t ease 
Joslin’s pain. “It wasn’t an apology or acknowledgement of what 
happened,” he said. “I pulled my three teammates aside the next day 
one-on-one and asked them are they 100 per cent sure they heard them 
say monkey and make monkey noises, and they said, ‘Yes, 100 per 
cent.’” 

Jeff Joslin, who was watching via livestream when this happened, briefly 
played for the OHL’s Peterborough Petes 40 years ago. He would advise 
Derek and sister Jamie (who played at Robert Morris University) how to 
handle themselves if faced with this garbage. “No one should think you 
can do this kind of stuff anymore. Derek played minor hockey in the 
Greater Toronto Hockey League, the OHL in Ottawa, the NHL, he’s 
almost 35, so getting closer to retirement. Then this happens. It’s gut-
wrenching. Hurts your soul.” “Things are changing,” Derek Joslin said, 
“but they can still happen. This is still an issue.” 

3. Wanted to include something more positive from Joslin’s 15-year 
professional career, which includes 116 NHL games with San Jose, 
Carolina and Vancouver. He scored his first NHL goal Dec, 13, 2010 
from Joe Thornton and Patrick Marleau in a 3-2 shootout win over Dallas. 
“I put the puck in Thornton’s office, behind the net,” Joslin said. “He faked 
one way and passed the other, which had (Stars goalie Andrew) Raycroft 
looking the wrong way.” Joslin took advantage to blast home a goal that 
tied it 1-1. “Thornton said to me, ‘Why are you celebrating so much? It’s 
only 1-1!’” Joslin laughed. “I told him it was my first goal, and he got it.” 
He told another Thornton story so hilariously ridiculous that it needs 
further investigation. In the time being, hopefully talking about what 
happened last week brings peace to the Joslin family. 

4. Interesting question posed by one executive: would any Canadian 
teams consider temporarily playing home games at the 15,000-seat 
SaskTel Centre, home of the WHL’s Saskatoon Blades? Saskatchewan 
is still allowing full capacity at this time. Obviously, the NHL, the NHLPA 
and the province would have to approve. 

5. When it rains, it pours: Edmonton’s Connor McDavid (and Derek 
Ryan) entered COVID protocol on Tuesday, hours after a 4-1 loss to the 
Rangers. We’ll see what Wednesday brings, but the slumping Oilers 
have scored just 20 goals in their past 10 meetings against the Maple 
Leafs. If anything showed Edmonton’s institutional frustration and 
realization of what’s at stake, it was head coach Dave Tippett’s open 
criticism of Mikko Koskinen. The goalie had a very rough night, but in 
less stressful moments, things don’t go that far. If the Oilers are going to 
make any changes, it stands to reason that they’d come during the break 
post-Toronto, but it’s hard to get a feel for Ken Holland’s taste to do it. He 
already pooh-poohed reports linking him to Mike Babcock, and his 
default mechanism is to be patient. He’s never fired a coach mid-season. 

6. The other thing with Edmonton is: does paying the price for a rental 
like a Ben Chiarot or Marc-Andre Fleury make sense? I don’t think 
missing the playoffs is an option, not at all. But also crazy is giving up 
your best assets for a short-term fix. 

7. After watching St. Louis dismantle Minnesota at the Winter Classic, I 
wonder if the Blues consider someone like Chiarot. It looks like a go-for-it 
year for them. 

8. Jordan Kyrou, who had four points in that game and was the NHL’s 
first star of the week, is 23rd in scoring with 32 points in the 29 games. 
He plays 16:27 per night. The only other players in the top 50 in scoring 
with under 17 minutes per game are New Jersey’s Jesper Bratt (29 
points, 16:48) and Nashville’s Ryan Johansen (27 points, 16:30). The 
highest-scoring player under Kyrou’s ice time is Florida’s Anthony 
Duclair, who has 22 points in 15:06 per game. Even more impressive: 
Kyrou ranks 270th in power play time per game. What a player he’s 
turning out to be. 

9. I don’t think it would be for the open GM job, but several sources say 
they wouldn’t be surprised if Pittsburgh’s director of pro scouting, Ryan 
Bowness, ends up with Jim Rutherford in Vancouver. 

10. Another possible interview candidate for Montreal (but probably 
another role, not GM) might be Daniel Dore, who scouted for Jeff Gorton 
with the Rangers. The Canadiens will try to whittle this down to their top 
few GM candidates reasonably quickly. 

11. When Sportsology’s Mike Forde was hired by Capitals’ owner Ted 
Leonsis to advise on hiring with his NBA Wizards, Forde eventually 
recommended promoting interim GM Tommy Sheppard to the full-time 
role -- with support. Word is the Blackhawks really like their current 
interim, Kyle Davidson, so it’s not a surprise if he stays in a prominent 
role. What I wonder about is if Ed Olczyk ends up in a John Davidson-
type role there, too. 

12. The Ducks have long wanted Paul Kariya and Scott Niedermayer to 
be more involved with the franchise, so it’s a victory for the organization 
to get both on their GM search committee. There is a ton of interest in 
this job, from both external and internal candidates. Anaheim’s had what 
I’d call “soft conversations” with people, just to gauge interest and see 
where things might stand. But now they really get going. 

13. Other situations to keep an eye on in 2022: Carey Price, Montreal. 
Obviously, the most critical thing is Price gets his mental health in order. 
Without the Olympics, there’s no rush to get into the lineup. But what we 
all wait to see is if he wants to test his physical health. As player and 
organization determine their futures, Price may want to take a test-drive 
preview for 2022-23. 

14. Kris Letang and Evgeni Malkin, Pittsburgh. It was really interesting 
watching both discuss their contract negotiations. Malkin doesn’t talk a 
ton, but always delivers at least one spectacular line when doing so. This 
time, it was, “I'm not thinking about money. I'm a pretty rich guy," with a 
laugh last week. Letang wouldn’t even admit there’d been talks, saying 
he hopes to play five more years. 

What coach Mike Sullivan is really good at is making sure the players 
separate the business from the on-ice expectation. It’s human nature for 
Letang, Malkin (and Bryan Rust) to wonder about their futures, but 
Sullivan makes sure it doesn’t affect what they need to do for the team to 
be successful. That’s not always easy. Not that anyone’s saying 
anything, but I do think there have been talks with all three players. The 
Penguins have deep respect for what they’ve accomplished. Age and 
injury history, not questions about their ability, make it a challenging 
target. I think everyone knows where everyone else stands, and there’s 
still time. 

15. Arizona’s got Jakob Chychrun and Phil Kessel out there, with 
Chychrun potentially being the first big trade of 2022. But another player 
of interest is Lawson Crouse, coming to the end of his current contract, 
with unrestricted free agency looming on the horizon. He can help teams. 

16. Veterans at the end of current contracts include Seattle’s Mark 
Giordano and Philadelphia’s Claude Giroux. It’s unlikely Giordano stays 
with the Kraken, as he’ll have serious rental value. Don’t sense any 
immediate urgency with Giroux, as the Flyers continue to battle for the 
playoffs. 

17. It got a bit lost in everything else, but Philly’s Mike Yeo did one of the 
more unique coaching moves in recent memory during Saturday night’s 
6-3 loss in Los Angeles. Down 4-1 in the third, Yeo pulled goalie Martin 
Jones after the Flyers won an offensive-zone faceoff during a five-on-
three power play. Kevin Hayes was the extra skater, and he scored. Very 
creative, and, since it worked, hope other teams try it. 

18. After the Channel One Cup in Russia last month, Canadians Jason 
Demers and Eric Fehr signed KHL contracts. So assume they will be part 
of the Olympic team if they wish. Include those on AHL-only contracts 
like Devan Dubnyk, Cody Franson and Josh Ho-Sang. There is some 
question about whether or not players on two-way deals will be allowed 
to go. Others to WATCH: I’m betting a request goes out for Mason 
McTavish to gauge his interest. Same for Eric Staal and Cole Perfetti. I 
wondered about Patrick Marleau, but have heard he is not on the long list 
as a possibility. Owen Power is going. 

19. One non-North American to watch in Beijing will be Russia’s Andrei 
Kuzmenko. I’ve written about him before, and interest continues to be hot 
across the NHL. According to several sources, he’s in no hurry to sign 
and likely won’t commit until after his KHL season ends. He’s also told 
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teams the right fit is most important to him. Under CBA rules, he’s eligible 
for a one-year contract, and can be unrestricted in the summer of 2023. 

20. A couple of players relayed some funny stories about teammates 
figuring out if they could terminate their contracts or “fake” a short-term 
retirement to go to the Olympics, then re-sign to come back. The NHL 
was prepared for these attempts, making it clear they could not happen. 
But it shows how badly some wanted to go. 

21. Vancouver’s Oliver Ekman-Larsson is the only player to be on-ice for 
more than 500 minutes at 5v5 and fewer than 10 goals against (9). 

22. Thanks to Joey Kenward for the help on this one. Logan Thompson is 
expected to start for Vegas Tuesday, which would make him the 97th net 
minder to play this season. That’s one behind last year. (I couldn’t find a 
year with more who played, but feel free to let me know if you are able 
to.) In the last 82-game season (2018-19), it was 93 goalies. 

23. Tough to win MVP when your name is not Connor McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl, Alexander Ovechkin, Auston Matthews or Nathan MacKinnon, 
but not sure anyone is more valuable to their team than Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. When he’s unavailable, we get even more of a window into 
that. 

24. A few of my Calgary-based buddies say loser Central Canadians like 
myself have no idea how much of a problem it is locally that Edmonton 
has a beautiful new downtown arena and their city doesn’t. Anecdotal 
rather than statistical, but it’s there. 

25. It didn’t get a lot of attention at the Board of Governors’ meeting, but 
the most influential move made there was the NHL agreeing to allow 
private equity funds to buy into NHL teams. Commissioner Gary Bettman 
was tight-lipped regarding details, as it's more about the realities of 
COVID’s effect on the business than something he had incredible 
enthusiasm for. Front Office Sports reported this week that teams can 
sell up to 30 per cent of their ownership to such firms; and these firms 
can own parts of up to five teams -- maximum 20 per cent in any team, 
with a minimum $20M (US) investment in each one. The first such 
investor, Arctos Sports Partners, bought into both Minnesota and Tampa 
Bay. This development is going to strengthen current ownership groups 
that wish to use them. 

26. Before Tyler Boucher committed to OHL Ottawa, he had to believe 
the league was going to play and not get shut down. Obviously, he felt 
comfortable with that decision. There are CHL-based players who want 
that kind of assurance before the USHL eligibility cutoff of Jan. 10. They 
don’t want to be stuck without a place to play. 

27. Jeff Marek reported last weekend that the Top Prospects Game, 
scheduled for Feb. 2 in Kitchener, ON, may be moved closer to the draft. 
That’s a good idea. 

28. Think I do this every year, but if there’s a hardest shot competition at 
All-Star, hope Zdeno Chara is offered one last shot to compete at it. 
Would be great if they defrosted Shea Weber to go head-to-head with 
him. If there’s any time to try crazy stuff, it’s now. 

29. Finished Mark Messier’s book before we interviewed him on the 32 
Thoughts podcast. What stood out to me in No One Wins Alone was 
what he wrote about Jimmy Carson, famously traded to Edmonton in the 
Wayne Gretzky deal. Carson simply wasn’t ready to handle coming back 
for Gretzky and made it very clear to the Oilers he wanted out. “In 
retrospect, I have to give him credit,” Messier wrote. “It took guts to stand 
up and tell us things weren’t working out for him.” After Carson was sent 
to Detroit, Messier remembers saying, “Who cares? All we’re losing is a 
guy who didn’t want to be here.” He follows with: “I feel horrible now 
when I see those words. It was so narrow-minded, but that’s the intensity 
of being neck-deep in something you’re passionate about. Now, anytime 
I’m in a negotiation, I always put myself on the other side and try to 
understand the reality the other person is living.” Good advice. 

30. My standard of looking at things is: would I like the Stanley Cup to be 
decided this way? So, while watching that crazy non-review during last 
Friday’s Edmonton/New Jersey game, I couldn’t help but wonder -- 
should whether a penalized team possessed the puck before a goal is 
scored be a reviewable play? Dougie Hamilton shot it and Jack Hughes 
touched it before the Oilers scored. It wasn’t blown dead, and New 
Jersey challenged before being informed they couldn’t. 

31. Generally love the Winter Classic during the day, but if previous sun 
problems such as Lake Tahoe (last season) and Winnipeg (2019) make it 
impossible to play during the afternoon, I get it. 

32. This video was making its rounds through player circles over the past 
week. Number 11 in white is Vladimir Putin. No one -- especially the 
Russians -- could believe how many saves the goalie was willing to 
make. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames humbled by Panthers: 'That’s a different level of 
team' 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 4, 2022, 11:40 PM 

 

Humbled in the humidity of south Florida, Darryl Sutter wasn’t about to 
sugarcoat the setback. 

“There’s not a post-season if you play like you did tonight,” said the 
Flames coach of a 6-2 loss to the Florida Panthers. “That’s a different 
level of team. We’re not there yet. 

“We had some guys that couldn’t take the size and couldn’t take the 
speed of the other team. We’ve seen it other times this year against 
teams like that.” 

A pre-Christmas loss in Vegas comes instantly to mind, where Sutter 
also told fans just how far the Flames still have to go to be the team he’s 
trying to build. 

Entering the game with the second-highest winning percentage in the 
west, the Calgary Flames walked out of FLA Live Arena like so many 
other clubs have this season, reminded just how far they are from being 
a legitimate contender like the Panthers are. 

“It was a little bit of a reality check,” said Matthew Tkachuk. “That’s a 
measuring stick type of game and obviously we didn’t measure up very 
well today. But I think there’s no greater challenge for us than to play the 
defending champs for two years in a row next game. There’s no excuse 
not to get up for that game.” 

Up next, the Tampa Bay Lightning Thursday night, followed by their third 
test in four nights coming Friday in Carolina. 

The tests keep coming. 

“You’re not going to win many games when you give up six,” added 
Tkachuk, whose second-ranked defensive club hadn’t previously given 
up a half dozen in any game this season. 

"We left Marky (Jacob Markstrom) out to dry on pretty much all of them, 
whether it’s turnovers, or not picking up guys or not getting pucks out, or 
not having your guy. We lost each period. 

"It’s not a recipe for success, how we played tonight. 

"Hopefully it’s just a one-off." 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Gaudreau splits Panthers' defence before sniping top-shelf on Bobrovsky 

Flames fans taking solace in the fact that Calgary outshot the league’s 
second-most potent team 49-45 need to be reminded that track meets 
aren’t the sort of events the Flames will generally win. 

The bigger, faster and more experienced Panthers controlled a good 
portion of this one, as the score suggests. 
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And they did it with six regulars out of the lineup, including second-line 
Sams: Bennett (suspension) and Reinhart (COVID-19). 

Yet, despite being down 2-1 midway through the first, the Panthers easily 
battled back to up their home record to a league-best 18-3-0. 

“That’s a different level of team than we’ve played lately -- that’s a team 
that’s built and meant for playoff hockey,” said Sutter, whose club 
entered the game feeling pretty good with post-Christmas/COVID wins 
against bottom-feeding Chicago and Seattle. 

“We had some guys that didn’t meet that sort of challenge in terms of the 
individual, one-on-one stuff. You give up that many goals you’re not 
going to win. We had some defencemen that weren’t into the defending 
or checking part of the game and it cost us the hockey game.” 

As much as the Flames have turned their franchise around this season, 
they’re not Florida good. 

“I think they’re one of the best teams in the league we have played, yes,” 
said Tkachuk. “We know we can play a lot better than we did tonight and 
we think there could be a different result. There definitely could be a 
different result than giving up six and kind of getting crushed like we did.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Perhaps the scariest part of the setback for Flames fans is the fact it 
wasn’t Jonathan Huberdeau and Aleksander Barkov doing all the 
damage. 

The dynamic duo was held to one assist, while lesser lights like Patric 
Hornqvist (with two), Joe Thornton, Lucas Carlsson, Anthony Duclair and 
longtime Flames farmhand Ryan Lomberg scored. 

Jacked up to return to the swamp where his hatred for the Panthers 
came naturally while playing in Tampa, Blake Coleman followed up a 
Johnny Gaudreau goal with his fifth of the year, as part of his best 
performance as a Flame. 

Involved in endless scrums, crease crashings and board meetings, 
Coleman had a career-high 12 shots on goal, prompting Sutter to give 
him post-game kudos. 

Markstrom had to deal with endless traffic in front of his net, as part of an 
outing that may make it easier to start Dan Vladar in Tampa. 

“There’s nights where your goalie has to be better than the other team’s 
goalie and that’s part of the whole process of this team not getting ahead 
of itself,” said Sutter. 

“I can say the defence, but you can say goalie vs. goalie, defenceman vs. 
defenceman… you can go right down the line. That’s what happens in 
(playoff) series and that’s where this team is still learning about how to 
stay in the conversation to be a playoff team.” 
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