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Practice Report: First Skate At PNC of 2022 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Following a rare midweek off day on 
Tuesday, the Carolina Hurricanes were back on the ice at 
PNC Arena Wednesday.  

Roster-wise, the lineup is back at full strength, playing their 
first game without anyone in COVID-19 Protocol for the first 
time in a month and a half on Saturday. Thanks to the 
surplus of able bodies the team was able to assign three to 
their American Hockey League affiliate on Chicago earlier 
this week, allowing Jalen Chatfield, Alex Lyon and Stefan 
Noesen to be available for the Wolves' weekend matchups. 

The only remaining player that's been out of action and yet to 
make his return to the lineup is Jordan Martinook, who 
suffered a lower-body injury on December 2 in the team's 
game against Ottawa. One of the team's alternate captains, 
the forward been practicing with the team for over a week 
now. He spent the majority of today working as an extra, like 
Brendan Smith, who is also now eligible to play after coming 
off of the COVID-19 list late last week. 

In terms of the team's alignment beyond those two, the exact 
same setup as their most recent victory: 

Niederreiter - Aho - Teravainen 

Svechnikov - Trocheck - Fast 

Kotkaniemi - Staal - Necas 

Lorentz - Stepan - Jarvis 

Slavin - DeAngelo 

Skjei - Pesce 

Cole - Bear 

Backstopping the above were Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta, as usual. 

The crew is set to practice again Thursday before a difficult 
Friday-Saturday slate at PNC Arena against the Calgary 
Flames and Florida Panthers. Regardless of who would be 
coming to town, the team is simply looking forward to having 
a consistent schedule of games once again. 

"Of course it's super exciting," Andrei Svechnikov said of the 
team going from playing two games in two weeks, to two 
games in two days. "Like Rod always says, it's a good test 
for us. We're playing against some good teams and we're 
going to do our best. Obviously this is a hard back-to-back, 
but I think we have a good chance to win every game 
because we have a good team here." 

Svechnikov and company have played both Calgary and 
Florida once already this season, taking an overtime win 
over the Flames on December 9 and previously suffering 
their first loss of the season to the Panthers on November 6. 

Being that it was less than a month's time ago, (and had a 
more positive outcome for the group) the win over the 
Flames is certainly easier to remember. A 2-1 victory with 
both goals coming courtesy of Sebastian Aho, captain 
Jordan Staal expects another tightly contested affair against 
one of the best defensive clubs in all of the National Hockey 
League. 

"I remember it was very difficult to create a ton against them. 
They did a great job of defending and didn't give you much," 
he reflected on the previous meeting. "That top line and a 
few of their players can make you pay real fast if you're not 
on your game and aware what's going on every shift. They're 
a very good team defensively and it's going to be a big test 
for us this whole weekend." 

The Canes will enter the two matchups having won four in a 
row and eight of their last nine, dating back to December 4. 
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Super 16: Hurricanes remain No. 1; Jets enter power rankings 

By Dan Rosen  

The Florida Panthers moved up three spots from last week to 
land at No. 2 in the NHL.com Super 16 power rankings. 

The Panthers have won four consecutive games while 
scoring 24 goals (6.0 goals per game) coming out of the 
holiday break. Their .727 points percentage is best in the 
Atlantic Division and second in the NHL behind the Carolina 
Hurricanes (.758), who remained No. 1 in the Super 16. 

The St. Louis Blues made the biggest jump, four spots to No. 
9. The Minnesota Wild took the biggest tumble, down four 
spots to No. 12. The Blues defeated the Wild 6-4 in the 2022 
Discover NHL Winter Classic on Saturday. 

The Winnipeg Jets moved into the Super 16 at No. 16, 
knocking out the Edmonton Oilers. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 13 
participating staff members put together his or her version of 
what they think it should look like. Those were submitted and 
a point total assigned to each. 

The team that was selected first was given 16 points, second 
got 15, third 14 and so on down to No. 16, which got one 
point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (23-7-1) 

Total points: 199 

Last week: No. 1 

The Hurricanes have won four in a row by a combined 21-8 
and eight of nine since Dec. 4. They are 8-5-0 in games they 
allow the first goal, an NHL-best .615 points percentage. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (22-7-4) 

Total points: 188 

Last week: No. 5 

Jonathan Huberdeau has eight assists in his past three 
games. The forward is second in the NHL with 31 assists, 
three behind Oilers center Connor McDavid. 

3. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (20-6-8) 

Total points: 161 

Last week: No. 3 

John Carlson has scored six points (two goals, four assists) 
in three games since the holiday break with Washington 
winning two. The defenseman has scored 554 points (123 

goals, 431 assists) in 843 games for the Capitals, tied with 
Bengt-Ake Gustafsson for seventh in their history and two 
behind Dale Hunter for sixth. 

4. NEW YORK RANGERS (22-8-4) 

Total points: 159 

Last week: No. 6 

The Rangers have won three in a row, including two against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, and have a point in five of six 
games (4-1-1). Their 48 points are the most they've had 
through the first 34 games since 2011-12 (48). New York is 
18-2-2 when it does not allow a power-play goal. 

5. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (22-8-5) 

Total points: 155 

Last week: No. 2 

Ondrej Palat has scored nine points (three goals, six assists) 
in his past six games, including two goals and one assist by 
the forward in a 7-2 win against the Columbus Blue Jackets 
on Tuesday. Brayden Point has scored eight points (four 
goals, four assists) in five games since the forward returned 
after missing 14 games with an upper-body injury. 

6. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (22-8-2) 

Total points: 150 

Last week: No. 4 

William Nylander has a seven-game point streak (five goals, 
seven assists), and the forward has a point in 12 of 13 
games since Nov. 24 (eight goals, 11 assists). 

7. COLORADO AVALANCHE (19-8-2) 

Total points: 136 

Last week: No. 7 

The Avalanche have 32 goals from defensemen in 29 games 
this season, most in the NHL and six more than in 56 games 
last season. Cale Makar (14 goals), Devon Toews (five), Erik 
Johnson (five) and Bowen Byram (four) lead Colorado at the 
position. 

8. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (19-8-5) 

Total points: 110 

Last week: No. 9 

The Penguins have won nine consecutive games after 
rallying to defeat the St. Louis Blues 5-3 on Wednesday. 
Evgeni Malkin is nearing a return to the lineup. The center 
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hasn't played this season because he's been rehabbing from 
offseason knee surgery but is now a full participant in 
practice. 

9. ST. LOUIS BLUES (19-10-5) 

Total points: 105 

Last week: No. 13 

Jordan Kyrou scored eight points (four goals, four assists) in 
three games since returning from the holiday break. The 
forward scored an NHL outdoor game record four points (two 
goals, two assists) in the Winter Classic. 

10. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (22-13-1) 

Total points: 92 

Last week: No. 10 

The Golden Knights won an NHL record 14 straight regular-
season games decided in overtime before losing 5-4 to the 
Winnipeg Jets on Sunday, the first time they lost in OT since 
Dec. 19, 2019 (5-4 at the Vancouver Canucks). 

11. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (21-11-2) 

Total points: 86 

Last week: No. 11 

The Predators are 13-0-0 in games they lead entering the 
second period, most in the NHL without a loss of any kind 
(Colorado and the Boston Bruins are each 12-0-0; Carolina 
is 14-1-0). 

12. MINNESOTA WILD (19-10-2) 

Total points: 66 

Last week: No. 8 

The Wild have lost five in a row since Dec. 11. Goalie Cam 
Talbot is out indefinitely with a lower-body injury sustained 
during the Winter Classic. Defenseman Jared Spurgeon 
(lower body) and forward Joel Eriksson Ek (upper body) are 
out. Forward Jordan Greenway is in NHL COVID-19 
protocol. 

13. CALGARY FLAMES (17-8-6) 

Total points: 63 

Last week: No. 12 

Johnny Gaudreau has scored eight points (four goals, four 
assists) in his past four games. The forward has a point in 11 
consecutive road games since Nov. 16 (nine goals, nine 
assists). 

14. ANAHEIM DUCKS (18-11-7) 

Total points: 39 

Last week: No. 14 

The Ducks are 7-for-18 on the power play (38.9 percent) in 
six games since Dec. 15. The goals have been scored by six 
players, with forward Troy Terry scoring two. The others 
were scored by forwards Ryan Getzlaf and Sonny Milano, 
and defensemen Kevin Shattenkirk, Hampus Lindholm and 
Cam Fowler. 

15. BOSTON BRUINS (17-10-2) 

Total points: 31 

Last week: No. 16 

The Bruins have won three in a row, scoring 14 goals despite 
going 0-for-8 on the power play, since returning from the 
holiday break. It's the second time they've had a three-game 
winning streak this season (Nov. 13-20).  

16. WINNIPEG JETS (16-11-5) 

Total points: 11 

Last week: NR 

The Jets have won three straight games and scored at least 
one power-play goal in eight of 10, going 10-for-35 (28.6 
percent) since Dec. 3. They were 2-for-34 (5.9 percent) in 12 
games from Nov. 6-29. 

Others receiving points: Vancouver Canucks 7, Edmonton 
Oilers 6, Los Angeles Kings 3, Dallas Stars 1 

Dropped out: Oilers (No. 15) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Winnipeg 
Jets 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Washington Capitals; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

ADAM KIMELMAN 
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1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Boston 
Bruins; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Anaheim Ducks; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. St. Louis 
Blues; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. Winnipeg 
Jets 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Washington Capitals; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. St. 
Louis Blues; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Anaheim 
Ducks; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. New York Rangers; 2. Washington Capitals; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Anaheim Ducks; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Colorado 
Avalanche; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 
6. Washington Capitals; 7. Nashville Predators; 8. New York 

Rangers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Vancouver Canucks; 15. Boston Bruins; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Vancouver Canucks; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. New York Rangers; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Anaheim Ducks; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Anaheim 
Ducks; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Washington 
Capitals; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 
11. Minnesota Wild; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Dallas Stars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Campus: Five standout freshmen defensemen 
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By Mark Divver 

Owen Power of the University of Michigan is the poster boy 
for offensive-minded defensemen in college hockey. 

The 19-year-old sophomore, who was selected No. 1 by the 
Buffalo Sabres in the 2021 NHL Draft, leads NCAA 
defenseman with 23 points (three goals, 20 assists) in 18 
games. 

Power made history at the IIHF 2022 World Junior 
Championship on Dec. 26 when he became the first 
defenseman to score a hat trick for Canada in a preliminary-
round game against Czechia before the tournament was 
cancelled because of concerns surrounding the coronavirus. 
He could be headed to the Olympics next month with 
Canada now that the NHL is not sending its players to the 
2022 Beijing Games. 

Many eyes are naturally on Power, but there are other young 
defensemen (and NHL prospects) who are excelling at the 
NCAA level this season. 

Here are five freshmen defensemen who are looking to 
follow in the skate strides of Power (in alphabetical order): 

Corson Ceulemans, University of Wisconsin 

A high-risk, high-reward player, Ceulemans was named the 
most outstanding defenseman in the inaugural Kwik Trip 
Holiday Face-Off Tournament in Milwaukee last month. 

He had an assist in Wisconsin's 3-2 overtime win against 
Yale on Dec. 28, then scored an unassisted goal, assisted 
on another and had a game-high five shots on goal and 10 
shot attempts in a 3-2 shootout win against Providence 
College in the final Dec. 29.  

Ceulemans (6-foot-2, 198 pounds) was selected in the first 
round (No. 25) of the 2021 draft by the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. The 18-year-old leads Wisconsin with 13 points 
(three goals, 10 assists) in 17 games. 

Aidan Hreschuk, Boston College 

After a slow start offensively, Hreschuk has a three-game 
point streak and four points in his past five games. 

Hreschuk (5-11, 188) scored his first NCAA goal in a 4-2 
victory against Mercyhurst on Dec. 30 in the Ledyard Bank 
Classic at Dartmouth College. 

The 19-year-old has scored five points (one goal, four 
assists) in 18 games. 

A native of Long Beach, California, he played for USA 
Hockey's National Team Development Program from 2019-
21 before enrolling at Boston College. Hreschuk was 
selected by the Carolina Hurricanes in the third round (No. 
94) of the 2021 draft. 

Mason Lohrei, Ohio State University 

Power is the only defenseman in the Big Ten to outscore 
Lohrei, who's second with 19 points (two goals, 17 assists) in 
20 games. 

Lohrei (6-4, 195) was selected in the second round (No. 58) 
of the 2020 NHL Draft by the Boston Bruins from Green Bay 
of the United States Hockey League. 

"He's a pretty unique talent, as far as his size and the way he 
moves. Obviously, he has a knack for creating offense. He 
just has a good natural feel for the game,'' said Adam 
McQuaid, a Stanley Cup winner with the Bruins in 2011 who 
is now their player development coordinator. 

The 20-year-old, who made the switch from forward to 
defense while playing for the U-16 team at Culver Academy, 
scored 59 points (19 goals, 40 assists) for Green Bay last 
season. 

"He's a power-play guy right now in college and I think he'll 
be that at the next level, as well,'' McQuaid said. "To dial in 
some of the things defensively, to use that size, in a way, the 
sky's the limit for him. There's still a big development piece 
there for him, but that's also really exciting when there's still 
areas to work on.'' 

Scott Morrow, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

A standout all season, Morrow turned in his most dominating 
performance in a 4-3 win against Merrimack on Jan. 3. 

Morrow (6-2, 195) scored twice, set up the game-winning 
goal, had five shots on goal and was plus-4. He was selected 
in the second round (No. 40) of the 2021 draft by the 
Hurricanes. 

Morrow played five seasons at Shattuck-St. Mary's, the 
Minnesota prep school that includes Sidney Crosby, 
Jonathan Toews, Zach Parise and Jack Johnson among its 
alumni. He was a member of the U.S. team at the 2022 
World Junior Championship. 

The 19-year-old has scored 18 points (eight goals, 10 
assists) in 16 games. 

Luca Munzenberger, University of Vermont 

Born in Dusseldorf, Germany, Munzenberger was selected 
by the Edmonton Oilers in the third round (No. 90) of the 
2021 draft. 

Munzenberger (6-2, 190) made an impact for his home 
country in two games at the World Junior Championship. He 
scored the only goal for Germany in a 3-1 loss to Finland on 
Dec. 26 and had an assist in a 2-1 victory against Czechia 
on Dec. 27. 

The 19-year-old has two assists in 16 games for Vermont. 
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Hurricanes look like the NHL’s best squad  

By Travis Yost  

If you asked around the league for a consensus opinion on 
the best team in the National Hockey League, you would 
likely get a grab bag of answers. 

I suspect the most popular one would be the two-time 
defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning (22-8-5). I expect 
you would see some love shown to the Toronto Maple Leafs 
(21-8-2), Florida Panthers (22-7-4) and Carolina Hurricanes 
(23-7-1) as well. The Colorado Avalanche (19-8-2) would 
draw attention too, considering their recent track record of 
success. 

Wherever you land, there’s clearly a handful of teams that 
have played their way into elite status, and they have a 
dominant win-loss record to show for it. But this is where 
margin of victory, or goal differentials, can tell us a lot more 
about a team. It’s not only a better capture of performance to 
date, but also more predictive of future outcomes. 

Intuitively it makes sense. Imagine playing the league’s best 
team and you win by four goals. Imagine that same game 
and you hold on for a one-goal victory late. The outcome is 
the same, but the level of dominance is quite different. Play 
the first game many times over, and you likely win every 
time. Play the second game many times over, and you are 
going to lose more frequently. 

The reverse is also true: close losses are much more 
encouraging than large losses because teams are a bounce 
or two away from flipping an entire game’s outcome. 

Margin of victory helps us differentiate between wins, and in 
the earlier parts of a regular season, becomes a bit of a north 
star. 

Bringing this back to the opening question: I think the answer 
right now is the Carolina Hurricanes. 

I have plenty of time for contextual arguments about teams 
that have been impacted by COVID-19 breakouts or cluster 
injuries, and there are a handful of candidates fitting that 
description. But instead of looking at wins and losses, let’s 
focus on the goal differentials driving those totals: 

I wanted to isolate on the Lightning and Hurricanes because 
their point pace is identical. If the season ends as it has 
progressed to date, the Lightning will finish with 120 points, 
the Hurricanes 121 points. 

However, these two teams do not look to be of the same 
quality – not right now, anyway. If we asked about the goal 
differential pace for the respective teams, the Lightning 
would finish +32 goals better than their opponents on the 
season. The Hurricanes? A staggering +106 goals better 
than their opponents. 

So, what’s going on here? It really boils down to the singular 
game data. I grabbed the Hurricanes and Lightning, along 
with a few other notable contenders for the throne, to show 
how these wins and losses have materialized this season. 
Let’s look at the top contenders: 

The Hurricanes have been so good through the first three 
months of the season their current point pace is 
underwhelming relative to how well they’ve played. A team 
with a similar margin of victory at season’s end would expect 
to be three points better in the standings versus where they 
are today. The record has been flattering to teams like the 
Lightning and, to a lesser extent, the Rangers. These are 
both very good teams, but their margin of victory is a third of 
Carolina’s. 

You can hone in on this quickly isolating for blowouts – 
games where the run of play was one-sided, and the games 
hardly in dispute. A team like the Lightning, while still very 
good, has nearly as many three-plus goal losses as they do 
victories. Meanwhile, 35 per cent of the Hurricanes’ victories 
qualify as a blowout, and they only have two bad losses on 
the year: a 5-2 loss to the Panthers, and a 4-1 loss to the 
Dallas Stars.  

In short, Carolina looks the best team in the league. While 
Tampa Bay may be one of the teams vying with them for first 
overall in the Eastern Conference (and league-wide), it’s 
quite likely the Hurricanes will feel more competition from 
teams like the Panthers and Maple Leafs, who should be 
more likely to hold onto their winning ways with the way they 
are beating opponents this season. 
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By Kate Yanchulis 

While the new year for the NHL started back in October, the 
fresh calendar still offers teams a chance to take stock of 
where they stand. And like the rest of us, they can set goals 
for 2022, whether it’s fixing the power play (looking at you, 
Los Angeles) or figuring out how to win on the road (hello, 
Florida). 

Here’s where every team stands, plus a New Year’s 
resolution for each to follow: 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Last week: 31 
Record: 7-23-4 

Leap into the future. The Canadiens reached the Stanley 
Cup finals last season, but with just seven wins through more 
than a third of the season, it’s time to move on and move 
forward. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 6-22-3 

Get the No. 1 draft pick. The Coyotes have never picked first 
overall in the NHL draft. Could this be the year? 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Last week: 30 
Record: 10-17-6 

Invest in the development of Peyton Krebs. A 2019 first-
round pick of the Golden Knights, the forward was acquired 
by the Sabres in the Jack Eichel trade in November. He 
recorded his first assist for Buffalo on New Year’s Day. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Last week: 28 
Record: 10-19-4 

Step out of the Golden Knights’ shadow. Vegas made a run 
to the Stanley Cup finals in its debut season. Seattle, in last 
place in the Pacific Division, doesn’t seem headed toward 
the same success, but the Kraken should shed those sky-
high expectations and chart their own course. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Last week: 27 
Record: 9-18-2 

Stay healthy. This one goes for the whole NHL, but Ottawa 
has been hit particularly hard by the recent surge in COVID-
19 cases, with two games postponed this week and 11 
postponed this season. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Last week: 29 
Record: 13-16-5 

Continue on an upward trajectory. The Devils won three 
straight games after the holiday break before falling 5–3 to 
the Bruins on Tuesday. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Last week: 21 
Record: 16-15-3 

Win the Calder Trophy. Detroit’s Lucas Raymond and Moritz 
Seider are favorites to take home the prize for top rookie, but 
they’ll have to hold off Anaheim’s Trevor Zegras and New 
Jersey’s Dawson Mercer, among others. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last week: 24 
Record: 15-15-1 

Hold onto leads. Columbus scored the first four goals then 
allowed seven straight in Saturday’s 7–4 loss to Carolina. 

24. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last week: 22 
Record: 11-17-5 

Flip Marc-André Fleury. The veteran goalie has rebounded 
well from a shaky start in the final year of his contract and 
should generate interest on the trade market. 

23. New York Islanders 

Last week: 26 
Record: 8-12-6 

Sell at the deadline. Despite recent deep playoff runs, the 
Islanders sit in last place in the Metropolitan Division. With 
some key trades this season, they could reload and lay the 
groundwork for future success. 

22. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last week: 25 
Record: 13-14-6 

Shoot the puck. In its first two games after the holiday break, 
Philadelphia was outshot 82–47 by its opponents. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Last week: 23 
Record: 17-16-1 

Decide what to do with Tomas Hertl. The Sharks have been 
a decidedly middle-of-the-road team so far this season, 
which leaves them with no clear path as the March trade 
deadline approaches. Should they seek to extend or deal the 
28-year-old impending free agent? 

20. Dallas Stars 

Last week: 19 
Record: 15-12-2 

Get Tyler Seguin more involved in the offense. The center 
still has not hit his stride since returning from a hip injury that 
sidelined him most of last season. He has 12 points this 
season and just one in his last six games. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Last week: 20 
Record: 16-15-3 
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Hire a general manager. The Canucks and new coach Bruce 
Boudreau have clicked. They should find a permanent GM 
who can help keep the momentum rolling. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Last week: 17 
Record: 18-13-2 

Don’t waste Connor McDavid’s prime. McDavid leads the 
league with 53 points, but the Oilers are 2-8-2 in their last 12 
games and have fallen to fourth place in the Pacific Division. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Last week: 18 
Record: 16-12-5 

Fix the power play. Los Angeles’s power-play unit ranks 24th 
in the league and has scored on just two of its last 28 
opportunities dating back to Dec. 6. 

16. Winnipeg Jets 

Last week: 16 
Record: 16-11-5 

Find a coach to fill Paul Maurice’s shoes. After Maurice 
resigned in December, the Jets elevated Dave Lowry to 
interim head coach, a title he will hold for the rest of the 
season—but they’ll need to find a permanent head coach 
soon enough, whether it’s Lowry or a fresh face. 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Last week: 15 
Record: 18-11-7 

Stay positive. The Ducks dropped their first three games 
after the holiday break, but at second place in the Pacific, 
they have reason for optimism. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Last week: 8 
Record: 19-10-2 

Go all in at the trade deadline. Minnesota sits tied for third in 
the Central but is just four points out of first place, and 
picking up a veteran (or two) could help put the Wild over the 
top. 

13. Boston Bruins 

Last week: 14 
Record: 17-10-2 

Stay perfect. Never change, Brad Marchand. 

12. New York Rangers 

Last week: 11 
Record: 22-8-4 

Control the puck. The Rangers sit dead last in the league in 
key puck possession measures. 

11. Nashville Predators 

Last week: 10 
Record: 21-11-2 

Support Juuse Saros. The 26-year-old goalie and his .925 
save percentage are keeping the Predators afloat. 

10. Calgary Flames 

Last week: 12 
Record: 17-8-6 

Win at home. The Flames are 13-5-2 on the road but just 4-
3-4 at Scotiabank Saddledome. 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Last week: 13 
Record: 19-9-5 

Stay hot (or cool?). St. Louis has won four of its last five 
games, including a dominant 6–4 victory against Minnesota 
at the frigid Winter Classic. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last week: 4 
Record: 22-8-5 

Three-peat as Stanley Cup champions. If the Lightning win 
the title again, they’ll become the fourth franchise to win at 
least three in a row, joining the Maple Leafs, Canadiens and 
Islanders. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last week: 9 
Record: 18-8-5 

Extend Kris Letang. The 34-year-old defenseman ranks first 
on the team in assists (21) and first among skaters in 
average time on ice (25:58). 

6. Washington Capitals 

Last week: 6 
Record: 20-6-8 

Win in overtime. Washington has played in 10 overtime 
games this season. They’ve won two in shootouts and lost 
the other eight. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last week: 7 
Record: 22-13-1 

Make good use of Jack Eichel. The star center, acquired 
from Buffalo, is working his way back from neck surgery. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last week: 3 
Record: 21-8-2 

Win a playoff series. Toronto has not advanced past the first 
round since 2004. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Last week: 2 
Record: 19-8-2 

Take advantage of a weak January schedule. Just five of 
Colorado’s 15 games through the end of January come 
against opponents currently in playoff position. That should 
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give the Avs an opportunity to make up ground in the 
Central. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Last week: 5 
Record: 22-7-4 

Win on the road. For the Panthers, home is where the heart 
is. They are a staggering 18-3-0 at FLA Live Arena but 4-4-4 
on the road. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last week: 1 
Record: 23-7-1 

Lean on Nino Niederreiter. The 29-year-old winger has 14 
points in his last 16 games, and he’s playing on the top line 
with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. 
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ELCzn: A Look at Which Prospects Could Be Signing with the Hurricanes 

By Matthew Somma  

The Hurricanes are one of the few teams in the entire 
National Hockey League where both the present and future 
look bright. Can you imagine telling your 2014 self that the 
Hurricanes would have the best points percentage in hockey, 
a team that competed every night, a team that drafted well 
and a team that was one of the most exciting teams in 
hockey? It’s crazy to think about.  

I always look to the future of the franchise, and it’s a bright 
one. With the Chicago Wolves playing well, the Hurricanes 
having 10 prospects at the World Juniors and potentially one 
at the Olympics, the future is so bright. In this post, I want to 
highlight a few players that could be signing their first NHL 
contracts in the coming months. First, however, I want to talk 
about the players that have already signed contracts since 
they’re almost guaranteed to turn pro next season. 

Prospects Under Contract 

The Hurricanes currently have six prospects under contract 
that are not currently playing North American professional 
hockey. First are the three Finns: Tuukka Tieksola, Ville 
Koivunen and Aleksi Heimosalmi. Tieksola boasts 
tremendous amounts of skill and hockey sense and plays 
with a ton of pace. I love the way that he can drive the play in 
the offensive zone, and when he’s on his game, Tieksola is 
one of the best players out there.  

We were able to catch a glimpse of what Koivunen was 
capable of at the World Juniors last week. He can score from 
pretty much anywhere, is a tremendous playmaker and one 
of the smartest players on the ice. Koivunen has star 
potential, and if he can get faster, I truly believe that he can 
put up over 60 points per season.  

Before we talk about Heimosalmi, I want to say that the term 
“puck-moving defenseman” should be abolished. If you can’t 
move the puck and play with pace, you’re not going to have 
much success in the NHL. It’s how the modern game is 
played and defensemen will need to adapt. Heimosalmi is a 
modern defenseman whose hockey sense and calm style of 
play should allow for him to see NHL games.  

Out of these three, I wouldn’t be surprised if Tieksola and 
Koivunen turn pro next year. Both players could use more of 
an opportunity, and they’d be working with a tremendous 
coach in Chicago. Heimosalmi might benefit from an 
additional year of development in Finland. He plays on a bad 
team and while he is seeing solid minutes, there are a few 
things I’d like to see before he comes over to North America. 
Koivunen and Heimosalmi’s contracts can slide another year 
if they are loaned to Finland next season. 

Next, we have the two Russians, Vasiliy Ponomaryov and 
Pyotr Kochetkov. Ponomaryov is the type of player that the 
Hurricanes want. He works hard, is strong on the forecheck, 
plays the body and has enough hockey sense and skill to be 
a contributor in the offensive zone. I would imagine that we 
see Ponomaryov in Chicago to start the year, but it wouldn’t 
surprise me if he quickly rises up the depth chart due to his 
style of play. Kochetkov has the potential to be the goalie of 
the future and consistently makes high danger saves. He still 
needs to work on his rebound control, but I’ve seen major 
improvements in his game this season. Kochetkov is one of 
the only reasons why his team is still in the playoff race and 
should be fun to watch next season. 

Lastly, we have Ronan Seeley. Seeley is an elite skater with 
great offensive instincts and strong gap control. Another 
modern defenseman, Seeley is capable of moving the puck 
and playing a responsible defensive game. He’ll thrive in the 
system that the Hurricanes have created. 

Which Prospects Will Sign Contracts? 

Jack LaFontaine is one of two prospects whose rights will 
expire this year if left unsigned. The other is Lenni Killinen. A 
few weeks ago, I wrote about how I don’t expect Killinen to 
be offered a contract due to his lack of development and 
average at best play in Finland. LaFontaine is an interesting 
case, however. As of right now, the Hurricanes have Eetu 
Makiniemi and Alex Lyon between the pipes in Chicago, with 
Beck Warm in the ECHL.  

Kochetkov is presumably coming to North America next 
season, which leaves the Hurricanes with a bit of a logjam. 
Sure, Lyon and Warm are free agents, but that still leaves 
the Hurricanes with two quality goalies behind Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta. LaFontaine has NHL potential 
and should see NHL games, but at the end of the day, I 
wonder if he’ll choose to sign elsewhere due there being 
multiple goaltenders ahead of him on the depth chart.  

If I’m the Hurricanes, I would try and see if Noel Gunler is 
willing to turn pro. Gunler’s contract with Brynas IF expires at 
the end of this season, and with his team likely out of the 
playoff picture, it wouldn’t surprise me if he is brought into 
Chicago for the playoff run. His stats don’t jump out at you, 
but when you watch him play, you see just how good Gunler 
can be with the right development. Gunler is skilled enough 
to play in the top nine in the AHL next season and Wolves 
Head Coach Ryan Warsofsky is the perfect coach for him. 
He’ll play Gunler to his strengths, which will help Gunler 
achieve his potential.  

Speaking of players whose European contracts expire, why 
not explore the possibility of signing Anttoni Honka? Honka 
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has been incredibly productive on a bad team in Finland for 
two years now and his deal expires at the end of the season. 
Similarly to Gunler’s situation, Honka’s team is decidedly not 
a playoff team. He could also join Chicago for their Calder 
Cup run at the end of the season.  

A dark horse prospect that I could see signing is Joel 
Nystrom. He has another year remaining on his SHL contract 
but has been playing incredibly well in Sweden this season. 
He could finish out his contract with Farjestad BK next year, 
giving him the development time he needs before coming 
over to North America. Nystrom isn’t as flashy as your typical 
Hurricanes pick but he plays a responsible defensive game. 
He might not ever be a top pairing defenseman but he could 
see PK time and third pairing minutes at the NHL level.  

Possible, but Not Likely 

Scott Morrow headlines this group. It’s the group of 
prospects where I could certainly see the Hurricanes signing, 
but it might be better if they remain in their respective 
leagues for another year. Morrow has lit the NCAA on fire 
and is one of the best defensemen in college hockey this 
season. His defensive game still needs work and can be 
improved upon while he’s in college, but I wouldn’t be 
shocked if Morrow is signed once his season is over. 

Other prospects in this category include Kevin Wall, Dom 
Fensore, Alexander Pashin and Patrik Puistola. Wall is 
scoring a ton of goals this season but with Chicago’s forward 
depth, I find it hard to see a spot for him next season. It 
might be better for him to stay in college for another year. 
Fensore has another year of eligibility in college, so I would 
imagine that the Hurricanes keep him in college. Puistola 
could also stand to spend another year in Finland, especially 
considering the fact that he has only recently been seeing an 
uptick in points and effectiveness.  

Pashin, however, is an interesting case. His KHL contract 
expires on April 30 and he hasn’t been given much of an 
opportunity to showcase his skills in the KHL. Pashin 
currently has 18 points in 24 VHL games and represented 
Russia at the World Juniors for one game. He has 
tremendous amounts of skill and plays with an NHL pace, 
making me feel confident saying that he plays an NHL game. 
It may take Pashin a while to adjust to the North American 
game and the way the Hurricanes play, but if he hits his 
ceiling, he might be one of the better prospects from the 
2020 draft.  

Regardless of what happens, the Hurricanes have a bright 
future. They have drafted incredibly well over the past few 
seasons and have become one of the top teams in hockey 
top to bottom. As always, I’m looking forward to the future 
and can’t wait to see what’s in store for this franchise. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: The League Returns 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. New York Rangers: 48 Points (22-8-4) 

The Rangers currently sit at the top of the division after 
winning three straight, which included two straight wins over 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. They ended Monday as the top 
team in the league above the Washington Capitals and 
Carolina Hurricanes, who round out the top three. This has 
highlighted the fact that the Metro has once again been the 
dominant division in the league. The top three teams in the 
division have absolutely feasted on the Atlantic Division with 
a combined record of 24-6-3, with the Rangers leading the 
way with a 10-2-0 record.  

The Rangers' recent success has come without their best 
player Artemi Panarin, who has been forced to miss three 
games while in COVID protocol. Panarin is eligible to return 
Saturday against the Anaheim Ducks. Since the return from 
the break, Mika Zibanejad has been playing like a first-line 
center again with five points in four games including a hat 
trick against the Lightning on Sunday. Second-year player 
Alexis Lafreniere has also picked up his play with three 
points in their last three games with a goal and an assist 
against the Oilers on Monday. That was his second multi-
point game this season and his first since October 21.  

2. Washington Capitals: 48 Points (20-6-8) 

With an overtime loss against the New Jersey Devils on 
Sunday, the Caps have now lost their league-leading eighth 
overtime game of the year. The Capitals have played in 10 
games requiring extra time and have a 2-8 record in those 
games. Both wins came in a shootout with no wins coming in 
the three-on-three portion of overtime. This is confusing for a 
team with top-end talent and a lack of forward depth. 
Overtime normally benefits teams with more skill and 
creativity with extra space, but that hasn’t been the case this 
year for Washington. 

Last week on New Year’s Eve, Alex Ovechkin scored his 
275th career power-play goal in Detroit against the Red 
Wings. He now stands in first place passing Dave 
Andreychuck. The next milestone for Ovechkin to pass is 
Jaromir Jagr’s 766 goals. Ovi is just 13 goals from passing 
the Czech legend for third place all-time in NHL goals. He 
now also sits 140 goals behind Wayne Gretzky for the all-
time record. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 47 Points (23-7-1) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have won both of their games since 
returning from the league-wide COVID break around 
Christmas. Last Saturday’s game marked the first time the 
Canes had their top-nine and full defense back since 
November, and it showed just how dangerous the team can 
really be. The Canes have now scored 11 goals in their last 
two games but are off until Friday when they open a back-to-
back against the Calgary Flames and Florida Panthers. Both 
teams currently sit in playoff positions in their respective 
conferences. 

Fishy mic'd up is as fun as you think it is 
pic.twitter.com/oqsesWKEV6 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 4, 2022  

The Canes have done a great job of stopping and starting 
their season without much lag time. In previous seasons, 
teams struggled with too much time off and their bye weeks, 
but the Canes have been consistent all season. This is in 
large part due to playing for a Rod Brind’Amour coached 
team that never lacks purpose, but there are always the 
occasional games with a lack of urgency that they limited this 
season. They have won both of their games this season 
coming off of postponed games by a combined 9-3 score.  

4. Pittsburgh Penguins: 41 Points (18-8-5) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have played just one game since 
the league shut down. They returned last Sunday against the 
San Jose Sharks that was almost as crazy as the Canes' 
seven unanswered goals. They won 8-5 and were up 6-1 
after the first period. The Sharks were able to come back to 
make it a 6-5 game before the Pens were able to put it away 
with two late goals. The game also featured two Penguins 
hat-tricks with both Bryan Rust and Evan Rodrigues scoring 
three goals. Rodrigues now has 13 goals on the season 
which is second on the team only behind Jake Guentzel who 
has 16 goals. The win extended the Penguins' win streak to 
eight games which dates back to Dec. 4.  

Looking ahead, Pittsburgh has a back-to-back starting 
tonight and will kick off a six-game road trip on Thursday. It 
looks that Tristan Jarry is nearing a return from COVID at the 
perfect time for the team. The starting goaltender returned to 
practice yesterday and should be able to return in one of 
these back-to-back games. This is also big for the Pens to 
avoid having a lengthy period of Casey DeSmith starts, as 
DeSmith has been one of the bottom goaltenders in the 
league this season.  

5. Philadelphia Flyers: 32 Points (13-13-6) 

Heading into Tuesday’s game against the Anaheim Ducks, 
the Flyers got some bad news. Claude Giroux and Ivan 
Provorov were entered into COVID protocol meaning the 
Flyers would be without their top center and a top-pairing 
defenseman which they were unable to overcome. This was 
the first game in Provorov’s career that he has missed in his 
six-season career. His consecutive game streak came to an 
end at 403. It’s a shame that it came to an end this way, but 
it is also impressive that he made it through the last two 
seasons without entering protocol. 

The loss of Giroux and Provorov could not have come at a 
worse time. They were already slumping with a 1-1-1 record 
heading into last night’s game. Now with another loss, they 
sit four points behind the Bruins for the final wild-card 
position despite having played four more games than 
Boston. They now have a 5-4-2 record since Mike Yeo has 
taken over coaching duties.  

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 31 Points (15-15-1) 

It’s never good when you let up seven goals in consecutive 
games, but that’s exactly what the Columbus Blue Jackets 
have done. This isn’t all on team defense, the Blue Jackets 
have had to use three different goaltenders in the last two 
games due to injuries to Daniil Tarasov and Elvis Merzlikins. 
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Last night Columbus started Joonas Korpisalo who has been 
the worst-performing goalie for Columbus this season with a 
3-5-0 record and a .881 sv%. Tarasov looked very 
impressive in his start against the Hurricanes stopping 31 of 
33 shots faced through two periods and that hasn’t been a 
one-off performance for him. In four games he has only let in 
seven goals on 111 shots faced for a team-high .937 sv%. 

A piece of good news for the Blue Jackets, they got their star 
winger, Patrik Laine, back from injury. Laine returned to the 
lineup last Thursday and has now played in three straight 
games. He didn’t take long to make his return felt, as he 
scored in his first game back against the Nashville Predators. 
Laine brings back his dynamic play and looked dangerous 
against the Canes last weekend without breaking through on 
the score sheet. The one-piece to look at with him is his 
declining ice time which has been reduced by two minutes in 
each of the last two games from 21:57 down to 16:58 in the 
most recent game.  

7. New Jersey Devils: 31 Points (13-16-5) 

The New Jersey Devils have been hit with a huge bout of 
bad luck. Dougie Hamilton has a broken jaw which requires 
surgery, which is scheduled for today. Captain Nico Hischier 
missed last night’s game with a lower-body injury. Jonathan 
Bernier is also out for the season with hip surgery which 
often takes more than a season to come back from. On the 
COVID front, they also added two players to protocol: Yegor 
Sharangovich and Pavel Zacha. Sharangovich is not an 
everyday name but has had five points in the last four 
games. 

To summarize, the Devils are without their captain/top 
center, their top defenseman, three of their top seven goal 
scorers, and their highest performing goalie. All of this comes 
right when the Devils have been hot, winning their first three 
games after the COVID pause. They were unable to 
overcome the roster losses to continue their winning streak 
against the Boston Bruins. The Devils hung in the game 
much longer than expected, so they have the chance to right 
the ship against the struggling Blue Jackets in their next two 
games.  

8. New York Islanders: 26 Points (10-12-6) 

The Islanders have only played two games since the league 
resumed play. Their four-game west coast road trip was 
postponed due to being in Canada. This has now brought 
their total to 10 postponed games. Games taking place in 
Canada have been postponed due to attendance restrictions 
put in place because of rising COVID cases. Some Canadian 
teams have still played road games against US opponents 
and there was also a Maple Leafs game played in an empty 
stadium for TV reasons.  

With just 28 games played, they have played the fewest 
games this season. With the Olympics being canceled 
games will now be played between Feb 6 and Feb 22. That 
would mean that the Isles should be able to get six or seven 
games in the just over two-week span which should help 
prevent a traffic jam in their schedule late in the year. The 
Isles are not scheduled to play again until next Thursday 
when they open a five-game homestand against the New 
Jersey Devils.  
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Wolves set final makeup date 

The American Hockey League announced Wednesday that 
the Chicago Wolves and Grand Rapids Griffins will meet on 
Thursday, April 28, to make up the Jan. 2 game that was 
postponed. 

The Wolves will host the Griffins at 7 p.m. at Allstate Arena 
for what will be Chicago’s final regular-season home game of 
the 2021-22 season. All tickets for the Jan. 2 game will be 
honored on April 28, but the Wolves also will accommodate 
fans who cannot attend on this rescheduled date. To change 
tickets to a more suitable game, fans should contact their 
Wolves ticket representative directly or write to 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

The Wolves now have rescheduled all five of their postponed 
games. To recap: 

Dec. 22 at Cleveland has moved to Tuesday, Feb. 8, at 6 
p.m. 
Dec. 23 at Cleveland has moved to Tuesday, March 29, at 6 
p.m. 

Dec. 31 at Rockford has moved to Saturday, April 30, at 6 
p.m. 
Jan. 1 vs. Rockford has moved to Tuesday, April 19, at 7 
p.m. 
Jan. 2 vs. Grand Rapids has moved to Thursday, April 28, at 
7 p.m. 

The April 19 home game with Rockford will be broadcast on 
My50 Chicago, but all games will be streamed on 
AHLTV.com. 

The first-place Wolves hit the ice three times this weekend 
as they seek to extend their franchise-record-tying 12-game 
winning streak. Chicago travels to Rockford at 7 p.m. Friday 
before returning to Allstate Arena to face Iowa at 7 p.m. 
Saturday on Adopt-A-Dog Night, presented by Premier 
Veterinary Group, and Cleveland at 3 p.m. Sunday for a 
Papa Johns Family Sunday. To get the best tickets, contact 
a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/practice-report-first-skate-at-pnc-of-2022/c-329506918 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-january-6/c-329508636 
https://www.nhl.com/news/on-campus-five-standout-freshmen-ncaa-defensemen/c-329508756 

https://www.tsn.ca/travis-yost-carolina-hurricanes-look-like-the-nhl-s-best-squad-1.1742139 
https://www.si.com/nhl/2022/01/05/nhl-power-rankings-new-years-resolutions-hurricanes-panthers-blues 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/6/22866019/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-report-contracts 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/5/22868051/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-the-league-returns 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/05/wolves-set-final-makeup-date/ 
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Flames vow to respond against defending back-to-back Cup champs 
after one-off against Panthers 

 

Kristen Anderson 

6-7 minutes 1/5/2022 

 

Tuesday night was a one-off for the Calgary Flames, an anomaly in their 
usual style of play which saw them give up too many scoring chances, 
way too many shots, and, ultimately, a departure from their brand of 
hockey that’s made them successful this season. 

At least, they’re hoping that was the case in a 6-2 loss to the high-flying 
Florida Panthers. 

There’s only one way to prove it — and why not prove it against the 
defending back-to-back Stanley Cup champions? 

“The short answer is we have to play better,” said Flames defenceman 
Rasmus Andersson, following the team’s practice at Amalie Arena on 
Wednesday. “The long answer is we have to be more dialled in and we 
have to follow our gameplan and stick with it, even if we’re down one or 
two. We’ve gotta capitalize on our opportunities to score and clean some 
stuff up in the ‘D’ zone.” 

It certainly seemed like Flames head coach Darryl Sutter’s message was 
delivered after his squad’s wheels fell off in the second and third periods 
of Tuesday’s game. The loss dropped them to 17-8-6 and snapped a 
mini two-game win streak after their 19-day layoff due to COVID-19, but 
also exposed some potentially alarming weaknesses when matched up 
against one of the best teams in the National Hockey League. 

Sutter made it clear — crystal clear — in his post-game Zoom 
conference with the media, dropping truth bombs left, right, and centre. 

One of which was that his defence lost its commitment to checking and 
defending, two of the biggest keys to the Flames’ solid team game this 
year. 

Another was their playoff potential, as in, they can kiss it goodbye if they 
continue to play like they did. 

While the tape wasn’t pretty and a loss is never easy to digest, one 
obvious factor in their demise on Tuesday was the fact they allowed 
almost 50 shots on goal (45 to be exact), which doesn’t cut it as far as 
Flames defence coach Ryan Huska is concerned. 

“I know shots aren’t always the greatest indicator but that’s not the type 
of hockey we can play to have success,” Huska pointed out. “Our team 
has success by playing four lines and playing three pairings consistently 
and doing things the right way. If you want to call that checking, that’s 
something our group takes a lot of pride in. 

“So, we have to make sure we’re set and ready for that every time we 
step on the ice.” 

And, also, be prepared to improve in practically every facet of their game 
— in front of the net, in the corners, in their own end, in the offensive 
zone, you name it. 

“When you get to the puck, when there’s a 50/50 puck battle, you want to 
come out with it more often than not,” Huska said. “The best way to limit 
chances is by having the puck. That’s something that’s important for our 
team and fits our identity. So, we want to do a really good job in those 
situations. Whether that’s in front of the net, along the wall, we, as a 
group, have to do a really good job of being competitive in ourselves and 
find another level.” 

Because this next opponent is not any easier. 

And neither is Friday’s — the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“We’re playing the best of the best in this stretch right here,” 
acknowledged Flames forward Blake Coleman, who knows better than 
anyone the type of damage the Lightning are capable of and what it 
takes to go all the way. “These are good measuring-stick games. I 
thought we had a pretty good start there in Florida and it got away from 
us. We definitely showed flashes of the team we could be. 

“But to be a Stanley Cup contender and a team that goes deep in the 
playoffs, you have to go 60 full minutes and you have to be willing to do 
some of the dirty stuff to win those games.” 

Coleman would know. 

“We’re playing the class of the league and I think we have a pretty proud 
group and a group that wants to win, so I expect us to have a really good 
response game,” he said. 
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Flames forward Coleman returns to scene of Stanley Cup celebrations 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

8-10 minutes 1/5/2022 

 

Over the holidays, with Alberta turned into one big ice-box, Calgary 
Flames winger Blake Coleman posted a soon-to-be-gone-viral photo on 
social media, his hockey hair frosted white and frozen in place as he 
enjoyed a steamy soak in an outdoor jacuzzi. 

Just over a week later, Coleman touched down in Tampa Bay, where he 
was last spotted in swim-trunks and shades as the Lightning celebrated a 
second consecutive Stanley Cup triumph with another boat parade. 

Coleman, after playing a significant part in both title runs, signed a 
lucrative long-term deal with the Flames as a free agent. 
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“I was thinking while I was walking down the tunnel, I was kind of flashing 
back to last time I was on that ice and I think it was 3 a.m. with a few 
bottles of champagne in me and my whole family out there on the ice and 
running around with my daughters out there,” Coleman said after 
Wednesday’s practice at Amalie Arena. “It’s obviously special that we got 
to win it on home ice (in 2021) and it was nice to be skating around and 
look up and see the new banner up and all that. So a lot of good 
memories. And hopefully I can channel some of that into tomorrow’s 
game.” 

This is, after all, a business trip for the Flames, with Thursday’s matchup 
against the back-to-back champs (5 p.m. MT, Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 
960 The Fan) serving as the ultimate measuring-stick. 

It’s also a trip down memory lane for Coleman after a storybook 17-
month stint with the Bolts. 

He arrived from the New Jersey Devils at the trade deadline in February 
2020 and although he barely had time to unpack prior to the initial 
pandemic pause, proved to be a valuable acquisition once the action 
resumed inside the summer bubble. 

As part of a relentless and reliable third line that also featured Barclay 
Goodrow and Yanni Gourde, he then helped propel the Lightning to a 
repeat. (Goodrow is now employed by the New York Rangers, while 
Gourde was selected by the Seattle Kraken in the expansion draft. The 
cap-crunched champs couldn’t afford to keep everybody.) 

Coleman’s former teammates will gather Thursday morning as he is 
presented with his Stanley Cup ring. As the Flames’ prized summer 
signing put it: “Just say a quick hello and catch up for a second before we 
become enemies again.” 

Come game-time, the 30-year-old forward can expect a video tribute on 
the big-screen and likely a standing ovation. 

With an extreme cold warning in his new home city, he might be 
experiencing chills of another kind. His wife, Jordan, and one daughter 
made the trip to Tampa to share these pinch-me moments. 

“It’s been a weird year in the sense that I actually had a tribute in New 
Jersey earlier this year because it’s the first time I was there in two years, 
which is just kind of a crazy thing,” Coleman said. “That was certainly 
emotional. I imagine this will be equally if not more so with how much we 
accomplished here in Tampa. The fans were always really good to me 
here, really kind of embraced my line and our role in those Cup runs. 

“It just brings you back to a lot of good memories. I hope it brings 
everybody else in this Tampa community back to those memories, as 
well. It’ll be nice. Hopefully, it’s a special tribute, but also you don’t want 
to take away from the game. You want the game to be the focus still and 
coming out with two points.” 

The Flames are fresh off Tuesday’s 6-2 pummelling from the Florida 
Panthers, although Coleman was one of the bright spots in that lopsided 
loss at FLA Live Arena. 

He scored from a sharp angle in the opening period, his fifth marker so 
far in Calgary’s colours. Perhaps that will be the icebreaker he’s been 
waiting for, since most expected he’d be on pace for at least 20. 

Coleman probably could have potted a couple more as he piled up a 
career-high dozen shots on net. He also blocked five in his own end and 
didn’t miss out on many of the extra-curriculars, hardly a surprise after a 
slugfest between the state-rival Lightning and Panthers last spring. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“It brought me right back to that playoff intensity and atmosphere. I felt 
like I was playing the seventh game of that series, I guess,” Coleman 
said. “I thought I was engaged the right way. I thought I played pretty 
hard. Anytime you’re getting 12 pucks to the net, you’re probably playing 
alright. But at the end of the day, I was on for a couple goals (against) 
and we didn’t get the win. Ultimately, I’m here to win games and anything 
I can do to improve that for our team, I have to keep working on. 

“As far as the offensive side of my game, I’d like to get it going. I know 
this team needs more scoring from our forwards and I need to be one of 
those guys, so hopefully that’s a step in the right direction for me.” 

Coleman has repeated countless times this season — his first on a six-
year, US$29.4-million deal — that north to Calgary was the right direction 
for he and his family. 

After he shared that photo of his icicled hair on Boxing Day, captioned 
“The hot tub experience in Canada just hits different” and now with 
upwards of 16,000 likes on Twitter, some friends figured they would 
double-check. 

“I got a few questions, not just from Tampa, from my Texan buddies too, 
asking if I still felt good about my decision to go to Calgary. But we love 
it,” said Coleman, who hails originally from the Lone Star State and 
operates in Fahrenheit, on Wednesday’s post-practice Zoom from Amalie 
Arena. “But it’s definitely been a little different weather down here. I think 
it’s been a 100-degree shift so I’m letting the body thaw out a bit.” 
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Blake Coleman, feeling at home with Flames, returns to Tampa to collect 
another ring — 'Oh wow, I did all that?' 

 

Hailey Salvian 

9-11 minutes 1/5/2022 

 

When Blake Coleman got to Tampa, everything changed. 

He became a two-time Stanley Cup champion with the Lightning. He 
became a father to two daughters. He became a $30 million NHL player 
after signing with the Flames this summer. And that was all within 17 
months. 

It’s hard to believe for him, too. 

“You look back sometimes and it’s like, ‘Oh wow, I did all that?'” he told 
The Athletic. 

And now, 31 games into his stint with the Flames, he’ll play at Amalie 
Arena on Thursday night for the first time since the Game 5, series-
clinching win of the 2021 Stanley Cup Final. 

He’ll get his second championship ring in a private ceremony with former 
staff and teammates, and likely a standing ovation and video tribute from 
a sellout crowd that will include his family. Those celebrations will be 
concrete reminders of his impact on the Lightning. But the February 2020 
trade that sent him from New Jersey to Tampa Bay also made a huge 
impact on him. 

“It changed the trajectory of my career,” he said. 

Ahead of Thursday’s game, Coleman spoke one-on-one with The Athletic 
about the trade, his new life in Calgary and his quest for a third Cup. 

(Some questions and answers have been lightly edited for length and 
clarity.) 

First, we’re a few months into the season. How are you finding Calgary 
and how has this adjustment been for you and your family? 

I think personally, and for hockey, it’s been good. We’ve enjoyed the city 
and it’s already starting to feel like home. Obviously, it’s a little colder 
than anything we’ve experienced before, but it’s fun. The girls are 
enjoying the snow and getting out skating and things like that, that they – 
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or at least Charlie —hadn’t had the opportunity to do. So, it’s been a lot 
of fun. 

The hockey side of things, it’s been good. Obviously, we’re winning a lot 
of games and the team is playing well. Life is always a little bit better 
when that’s going on. And it’s a fun group to be around, too. We’ve had a 
lot of road games to start the year here, obviously, with so many 
postponed and that. But it’s been fun to get on the road with the guys, 
getting to know everybody pretty well. It’s a close group and I’m really 
enjoying it. 

To go back to the summer, I know you and your family spent some time 
in Tampa. Obviously, there were the boat parades and time spent 
packing up and getting ready for the unknown of free agency. What was 
all that like for you, from the process of being a UFA to arriving here in 
Calgary? 

Yeah, it was a pretty quick turnaround, being part of the team and 
winning, and the celebrations kind of went on for maybe two weeks or so. 
And then once that started to die down a little bit, it just very quickly 
shifted to, you know, where our future is going to be. What does the next 
chapter look like? I knew that in my talks with management in Tampa that 
it was highly unlikely that we’d be able to find a way to make things work 
there based on the cap situation. So, it was exciting but also very 
stressful at times. I feel very fortunate that I had a lot of teams come to 
the table and a lot of really good options that I’m sure my family would 
have been very happy in a lot of cities. But ultimately, we decided that 
Calgary made the most sense for us, and I thought it’d be a great place 
to raise our girls and have a family. And again, obviously, the hockey has 
been what I had hoped it would be, as far as team success and putting 
ourselves in a position to be competitive and hopefully go after a third 
Cup. 

How would you assess how you’ve been playing this season? Only four 
goals to start the year here (five now after his goal Tuesday night), but 
you’re still playing your game and your role on the team. Are you happy 
with where you’re at in that regard? 

Yes and no. I mean, I am happy that most of my game has been good, 
with what I’m relied upon to do. Killing penalties has been good and I’ve 
been pretty good defensively so far. But I’m obviously used to producing 
at a little bit of a better clip than I’m going at right now. But it’s one of 
those things I never really get too frustrated with, because I know that as 
long as I’m generating chances that they will start to fall. I think my 
shooting percentage is at an all-time career low right now. For me, it’s 
kind of a law of averages. It usually starts to work itself out. And I have a 
tendency to go in streaks, so hopefully, I’ll get one going here soon. But 
until then, I just keep working at it, keep working on finishing at practice 
and things like that to make sure that I’m adding that piece to the team as 
well. Come playoff time, you’ve got to have good secondary scoring, so I 
would like to find that part of the game sooner rather than later. I would 
say the rest of it has been pretty solid and most importantly, the team has 
been winning and that’s what we’re here to do. 

Have you allowed yourself to reflect on just how wild these last two years 
have been for you? I mean, two Stanley Cup championships, two 
daughters with your family, a big contract, moving across the continent 
and that all happened between February 2020 and July 2021. 

(laughs) Yeah, that is a lot. I don’t know if I’ve taken the time yet. It’s just 
been such a whirlwind. It felt like I was in Tampa for years, just with how 
much happened with the bubble and two Cups. It just felt like I was there 
so much longer than I was, and you look back and it’s like, “Oh, wow I did 
all that in 17 months?” That part is pretty crazy. I mean the two Cups 
were within a year of each other. It was pretty crazy. I mean, the two 
Cups were in the same calendar year. We had our daughter 10 days 
after being traded. So it kind of started with a little bit of chaos and ended 
with chaos. But it was a very memorable time that we had. And I think it’s 
going to be one of those things you look back on in five, 10 years, when 
life has settled down a bit and you tell the story to your daughter, like, 
“You’ll never believe how this all began for you.” It’ll be a good memory. It 

already is, but I think as time goes on I’ll start to really appreciate and 
reflect on it more. 

As an outside observer, it seemed like you went from a player pretty 
beloved by the analytics community in New Jersey, to really announcing 
yourself and getting more attention for what you can do in Tampa Bay. 
Did you feel that shift at all? 

Yeah, I mean, I think in my experience good teams make players look 
good, and the timing was fortunate. (The Lightning) were swept the year 
prior in the first round. Obviously, there are a lot of headlines surrounding 
the pickups of me and Barclay Goodrow and (Zach) Bogosian at the 
deadline, and obviously, it worked out because they won two Cups. I 
think that grabbed a little bit of attention. I wouldn’t say my game 
changed a ton. I played pretty big minutes in Jersey and continued to 
play big minutes in Tampa, especially in the postseason. I think when 
you’re playing on bigger stages and in bigger games, people certainly 
pay attention a little bit more, and I had a great line there. And people 
talked about our line a lot and the chemistry we had. I think it definitely 
changed the trajectory of my career going from New Jersey, where we 
were having some struggles, to Tampa, where we were winning. 

People love to talk about your line with Yanni Gourde and Barclay 
Goodrow because of all the success you had. Here in Calgary, do you 
see any similarities between playing with someone like Goodrow and 
now playing with Mikael Backlund? 

Yeah, definitely similarities in the sense that he’s got a great 200-foot 
game. He wins faceoffs, he works hard in his own end. He has the 
offensive ability to make plays and obviously had some pretty, pretty big 
numbers in some of his previous seasons. I would say in the sense that 
you can rely on a guy and you trust them to play against anybody on the 
other team in any time of the game, there’s definitely a lot of similarities. 

You’re returning to Tampa Bay on Thursday. You’ll get your second Cup 
ring. Your family will be there. What does all this mean to you? 

It’s going to be pretty amazing. Now I’m back in Florida, it feels like I 
never left. But it’s going to be special. It will be fun to see those guys. 
Winning, it kind of bonds you with people in a way that nothing else can. 
And I’ll share that with those guys for the rest of our lives and it’ll be fun 
to have them present the ring and get to see it in person. I’ve seen 
photos, but it’s not quite the same. I’m excited, you know, I’ll have my 
daughter there, my wife there. I actually had my first point as a member 
of the Tampa Bay Lightning against the Calgary Flames the day after my 
daughter was born. So it’ll be fun. 
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Florida Panthers’ Anton Lundell is shining as a rookie but also sees the 
larger plan 

 

Jordan McPherson 

 

The question raised to Anton Lundell was simple: Where do you think 
you have grown the most as you near the midway point of your rookie 
season in the National Hockey League? 

“I think at the start I didn’t really know what to expect and how everything 
works here, on ice and off the ice, too,” Lundell says, “so maybe the 
biggest thing is that I know even a little bit how the week’s schedule is 
here and how are the games are.” 

A simple answer, a fair response. 

But wait. Lundell’s answer, just like his NHL career, is just getting started. 
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“Every game is a battle,” he continues. “It’s hard games. I just need to be 
the best in every game. And I think the biggest thing is I knew I was able 
to play here and do good. Just keep going and believe in myself. I want 
to show everybody that I’m ready to play and help the team in every 
game and try to play good every game. 

“I want my bad games to be good games,” Lundell concludes, “so my 
level in our game is very high.” 

Now that’s an answer. 

Even as he navigates his rookie season while playing for the Florida 
Panthers, one of the NHL’s hottest teams, 20-year-old Lundell has 
remained poised and introspective. The No. 12 overall pick in the 2020 
NHL Entry Level Draft strives for success but understands his 
improvements will most likely come in incremental stages. He knows how 
high his ceiling is but keeps his focus on raising his floor to get to that 
top-end potential. 

He sees the long-term trajectory — both for his individual career and the 
role he has in the Panthers — and is prioritizing that while enjoying the 
successes that come in the immediate along the way. 

“He’s a really mature kid,” veteran winger and two-time Stanley Cup 
winner Patric Hornqvist said. “He plays on the right side of the puck all 
over the game. He does the right things, and when you do that, you get 
rewarded. You get rewarded with ice time. You get rewarded with points. 
He’s gonna be a big piece of this organization for a long time.” 

Florida Panthers center Anton Lundell (15) during a game against the 
Calgary Flames during the third period of an NHL game at FLA Live 
Arena in Sunrise, Florida, on Tuesday, January 4, 2022. Daniel A. Varela 
dvarela@miamiherald.com 

‘Everything we expected and more’ 

There’s no need to wait and see what Lundell might become for the 
Panthers. 

He’s already showing he’s a big piece for the organization. 

Through games played Tuesday, he has a plus-9 rating, meaning the 
Panthers have outscored opponents by nine goals in even-strength and 
short-handed situations this season when Lundell is on the ice. That’s the 
second-highest rating among all rookies. 

His seven goals? Tied for sixth among rookies. 

His 10 assists? Tied for seventh. 

The 17 total points? Seventh. 

His 16:35 average ice time? Ninth among all rookies and third among 
forwards who have played in at least 25 games. 

He is one of the Panthers’ top penalty-killing forwards. He is on Florida’s 
second power-play unit. 

And while his exact spot in the Panthers’ lineup in even-strength 
situations on any given night fluctuates depending on who is available — 
he regularly centers the Panthers’ third line but has moved up to the 
second and down to the fourth at times this year — Lundell has made 
himself a fixture regardless of the wingers to his left and right. 

“He’s been very impressive, particularly for a 20-year-old,” Panthers 
general manager Bill Zito said last month. “He’s a tremendously skilled 
player, very cerebral on the ice, competitive, respectful — and I say 
respectful in a competitive manner because he’s mindful of when to 
challenge and not. He knows where to pick his spots and where to make 
himself vulnerable and maybe when to lay off a little bit out of respect 
because he can understand who might beat him and who he can maybe 
poke a puck away from, to use an example. 

“But he’s been everything we expected and more.” 

It’s not necessarily surprising. Lundell came to the Panthers with a strong 
hockey pedigree. He was an alternate captain for Finland when it won a 

silver medal at the 2021 IIHF World Championship last summer and won 
gold medals at the 2019 World Junior Championships and 2018 World 
U18 Championships. He started playing in Liiga, Finland’s top 
professional ice hockey league, when he was 17 years old. 

“Even if he’s young,” winger Jonathan Huberdeau said, ”he’s such a 
smart player and he can play in every situation.” 

Aleksander Barkov, the Panthers’ team captain who hosted Lundell at his 
Boca Raton home to start the season, put it even more succinctly earlier 
this season: “That kid is special. ... He’s taking those whole chances he’s 
getting and he’s crucial for us.” 

Seattle Kraken goaltender Chris Driedger (60) Kraken defenseman 
William Borgen (3) and center Jared McCann (16) defend the goal from 
Florida Panthers center Anton Lundell (15) during the second period of 
an NHL game at the FLA Live Arena on Saturday, November 27, 2021 in 
Sunrise, Fl. David Santiago dsantiago@miamiherald.com 

‘More confidence, more motivation’ 

And Lundell’s game has picked up as of late — or, rather, the part of his 
game that most recognize when evaluating forwards. 

Lundell is on a four-game point streak heading into the Panthers’ road 
game against the Dallas Stars on Thursday. He has scored two goals 
and added three assists in this span since the Panthers returned to 
playing games following a nearly two-week hiatus that started with a 
COVID-19 outbreak inside the team and continued through the NHL’s 
holiday break. 

“It feels pretty good,” Lundell said. “I get more confidence, more 
motivation for the goals.” 

But Lundell will be the first to tell you that goals aren’t his sole focus. He 
wants to be a 200-foot player, a center who can be just as productive on 
the defensive side of the game as he can on a rush to the opposing net. 

He’s been excellent in that aspect virtually all season. 

Lundell leads Panthers forwards with 35 takeaways (second on the team 
behind only defenseman MacKenzie Weegar) and 30 blocked shots. He 
has logged the most shorthanded ice time among Panthers forwards this 
year (78:40). The Panthers’ trust in Lundell’s defensive skills were 
apparent from his NHL debut, a game in which Florida went on the 
penalty kill nine times. He was on the ice for 5:26 in short-handed 
situations that game, second behind only Barkov (6:16) among forwards. 

“It’s always something that I’ve been interested in, even from juniors, I 
always want to be one step ahead of the player I’m playing against,” 
Lundell said of his defensive style. “I want to be smarter. I think about 
what I would do if I was him and usually I’m on the right side and I get the 
puck.” 

Interim coach Andrew Brunette said Lundell’s high defensive acumen 
and his burgeoning scoring potential at the early stages of his career 
have been a “luxury” for a deep Panthers team. 

“It’s very impressive,” Brunette said. “He’s been tremendous up and 
down the lineup. ... You can move him anywhere and he fits right in and 
he does his job. It speaks a lot of his hockey IQ.” 

And it’s just the start for Anton Lundell. 

“I think I’m on the right way,” Lundell said, “but I know I’m not where I 
some day want to be.” 
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Spencer Knight joins growing Florida Panthers Covid list 
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Published 10 hours ago on January 5, 2022By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — The Florida Panthers announced Wednesday that rookie 
goalie Spencer Knight has entered the Covid protocol and will not be 
available for Thursday’s game against the Dallas Stars. 

The Panthers currently have three players — Knight, Sam Reinhart and 
Mason Marchment — in protocol. 

Assistant coaches Derek MacKenzie and Tuomo Ruutu are also out. 

Knight, 20, won his past start giving up three goals on 42 shots in 
Florida’s 9-3 rout of the Tampa Bay Lightning on Dec. 30. 

2022 has started with a bang! 

It’s time to purchase a subscription to FHN for the best and most 
complete Florida Panthers coverage ANYWHERE 

The Panthers were expected to start Sergei Bobrovsky in each of their 
next two road games: Dallas on Thursday and Carolina on Saturday. 

Jonas Johansson will now be the backup and could make his first start 
with the Panthers if the team changes their mind. 

Johansson has been with the Panthers since being claimed on waivers 
from the Colorado Avalanche on Dec. 13 but has not played in any 
games as of yet. 

FHN TODAY — Darryl Sutter: Florida Panthers are “built for the playoffs” 

Knight was sent down to the minors when the Panthers got seriously hit 
with Covid on Dec. 16 with the team going against the Los Angeles Kings 
with seven players in protocol. 

The Panthers are currently carrying three goalies with the NHL allowing 
expanded rosters during the current Covid situation. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT DALLAS STARS 

When: Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas  

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Florida won 6-2 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 23-19-1, 3 ties 
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Darryl Sutter: Florida Panthers are ‘built for the playoffs’ 

 

Published 13 hours ago on January 5, 2022By George Richards  

 

SUNRISE — Although the Calgary Flames left South Florida 
disappointed, they also came away impressed by the Panthers with 
coach Darryl Sutter saying Florida was a “team that’s built and meant for 
playoff hockey.” 

Sutter knows quite a bit about the subject. 

In his 18 seasons behind an NHL bench, Sutter has led his teams to the 
postseason 14 times — not counting this year — and won the Stanley 
Cup twice with the Los Angeles Kings. 

On Tuesday night, the Panthers continued their dominating play since 
coming out of an extended Christmas break by beating the Flames 6-2. 

2022 has started with a bang! 

It’s time to purchase a subscription to FHN for the best and most 
complete Florida Panthers coverage ANYWHERE 

While Sutter lamented his team’s performance after the game — “there’s 
not a postseason if you play like you did tonight’’ — he was plenty 
complimentary of the Panthers. 

“That’s a different level of team,’’ Sutter said in his postgame Zoom 
meeting with the media as reported by Sportsnet. 

“We had some guys that couldn’t take the size and couldn’t take the 
speed of the other team. We’ve seen it other times this year against 
teams like that.” 

Matthew Tkachuk said playing the Panthers was “a little bit of a reality 
check,” and called Calgary’s test as “a measuring stick type of game and 
obviously we didn’t measure up very well today.” 

Like Sutter, he sounded impressed by the way the Panthers are playing 
right now. 

“I think they’re one of the best teams in the league we have played, yes,” 
Tkachuk said. 

The Panthers, obviously, have been rolling of late. 

In their past four games coming out of the break, the Panthers have gone 
4-0 and have beaten the Rangers, Lightning, Canadiens and Flames by 
a combined 24-10. 

The Panthers have never scored this many home goals in their history. 

In Sunrise, the Panthers are now 18-3-0 which is by far the best home 
record in the NHL and Tuesday marked the 12th time this season Florida 
had scored at least five goals at home which also leads the league. 

With Florida’s success has come some national recognition. The 
Panthers are one of the betting favorites to win the Stanley Cup with the 
team hanging out around the top of most polls. 

The Panthers came into Wednesday a point behind Tampa Bay for first 
place in the entire league. 

“Over the course of the last season, I think they have earned it as a 
group,’’ said interim coach Andrew Brunette, who is now on the board as 
a coach of the year candidate at BetOnline.ag with 14-1 odds. 

”I think a lot of people from the hockey world, not just other teams, but 
other players I have played with kept saying that is the best hockey they 
have watched against Tampa in the playoffs. They love the way we play. 

“It is still early in the season, there is a long way to go to say we are 
anywhere really. But anybody that turns on a hockey game and watches 
the Florida Panthers play right now is going to be entertained, sometimes 
too entertained on both ends of the ice. 

“We showed a bit in that second period and in the third.  When we get 
wave after wave and everybody rolling, we are a pretty dangerous 
hockey team. Again, I have been pretty fortunate to coach these guys.” 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT DALLAS STARS 

When: Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas  

Tickets: CLICK HERE 
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TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Florida won 6-2 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 23-19-1, 3 ties 
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Florida Panthers Prospects: Cole Schwindt named AHL Rookie of Month 

 

Published 15 hours ago on January 5, 2022By Colby Guy  

 

It was one heck of a month for Cole Schwindt. Not only was the Florida 
Panthers prospect named the AHL’s Rookie of the Month after recording 
10 points off two goals, but he also made his NHL debut with the 
Panthers on Dec. 16 against the Los Angeles Kings. 

His NHL debut was his third game in as many nights, as he was called 
up from Charlotte along with three other players after the team played a 
back-to-back against the Rochester Americans. 

“Getting a chance to play your first NHL game is something that every kid 
dreams of,” Schwindt said. “I didn’t have much trouble getting legs for 
tonight.” 

He notched two assists in the two AHL games he played prior to his NHL 
debut, then recorded five hits and a takeaway in 9:27 of time-on-ice in 
Florida’s 4-1 loss to the Kings. 

2022 has started with a bang! 

It’s time to purchase a subscription to FHN for the best and most 
complete Florida Panthers coverage ANYWHERE 

Schwindt had a day of rest after he got back from Sunrise the next day, 
then added another two assists in a two-game set against the Bridgeport 
Islanders that weekend before heading into the holiday break. 

The Checkers were supposed to return to action for the first time in 
nearly two weeks on Monday, but their two-game set against the Texas 
Stars was postponed. 

Charlotte is now scheduled to return Saturday at Bridgeport. 

With the team out of action, the Panthers recalled Aleksi Heponiemi, 
Chase Priskie, and Matt Priskie and added them to their taxi squad. 

In other Panthers prospect news, Justin Sourdif returned to the WHL’s 
Vancouver Giants after representing Team Canada in the shortened IIHF 
World Junior Championship, which was canceled last week. 

The 2020 third-round pick recorded two assists in a 4-3 overtime win 
against the Kelowna Rockets. 

Cole Krygier, who was selected by the Panthers in the seventh round of 
the 2018 NHL Draft, also notched an assist this weekend in a 3-2 
Spartans win against Michigan Tech. 

Panthers 2020 fourth-round pick Mike Benning scored a goal in a two-
game weekend set against the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

Benning has 16 points (eight goals, eight assists) in 18 games for the 
University of Denver this season. 

Many of Florida’s prospects are still on holiday breaks and are set to 
return next week. 

Most notably, Quinnipiac University’s Ty Smilanic and Michigan’s Mackie 
Samoskevich will be playing their first games since returning from the 
World Juniors next weekend. 

  Games Played Goals Assists Points 

C Justin Sourdif 

(WHL, Vancouver Giants) 1 0 2 2 

D Mike Benning 

(NCAA, University of Denver) 2 1 0 1 

D Cole Krygier 

(NCAA, Michigan State University) 2 0 1
 1 

C Aleksi Saarela 

(NL, SCL Tigers) 0 0 0 0 

C Mackie Samoskevich 

(NCAA, University of Michigan) 0 0 0 0 

D Carter Berger 

(NCAA, University of Connecticut) 1 0 0
 0 

D Tyler Inamoto 

(NCAA, University of Wisconsin) 2 0 0 0 

C Owen Lindmark 

(NCAA University of Wisconsin) 0 0 0 0 

D Braden Hache 

(OHL, Kingston Frontenacs) 0 0 0 0 

D Kasper Puutio 

(Liiga, KalPa) 0 0 0 0 

D Santtu Kinnunen 

(Liiga, Tappara) 1 0 0 0 

C Aleksi Heponiemi 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

LW Grigori Denisenko 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

D Max Gildon 

(AHL Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

RW Serron Noel 

(AHL Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

C Logan Hutsko 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

D Matt Kiersted 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

RW Cole Schwindt 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 

C Henry Bowlby 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 
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C Ty Smilanic 

(NCAA, Quinipiac) 0 0 0 0 

D Evan Nause 

(QMJHL, Quebec Remparts) 0 0 0 0 

D John Ludvig 

(AHL, Charlotte Checkers) 0 0 0 0 
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Florida Panthers keep winning, set record against Calgary Flames 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 5, 2022By Colby Guy  

 

SUNRISE — When looking at the final score of the Florida Panthers 6-2 
victory over the Calgary Flames, one would think Sasha Barkov and 
Jonathan Huberdeau lit up the scoresheet. 

That assumption would have been wrong. 

On Tuesday, Florida’s star duo combined for just one assist. Huberdeau 
got it. 

It was the Panthers’ fourth line that stepped up, with the tandem of Ryan 
Lomberg, Eetu Luostarinen and Patric Hornqvist combining for four 
points. 

For Florida, it was the fourth consecutive home victory in which the 
Panthers outscored their opponents — the Rangers, Lightning, 
Canadiens and Flames — 24-10. 

Over the course of the past three home wins, the Panthers put up 20 
goals for the first time in franchise history. 

“I think something we try to do every game is bring the energy and keep 
things simple,” Lomberg said. 

“Tonight was one of those nights that the hard work paid off and we got 
some good bounces, but we’re obviously confident in our big guys.” 

Hornqvist, who was scoreless for the past six games he played, notched 
two goals to bring his season total up to six. 

“It feels good,” he said. “I haven’t scored as many goals as I wanted to so 
far this year, but it’s 2022, so let’s get better and get more goals.” 

The 35-year-old played in a net-front role on the Panthers’ power play 
last season, notching 14 goals in 44 games, but has since stepped back 
into a veteran leadership role with fourth line minutes and a similar role 
on the second power play unit. 

With Sam Bennett on a three-game suspension and Sam Reinhart on the 
Covid list, two of the players who have worked in that kind of role on the 
power play were out. 

So, Hornqvist got his chance on the top unit. 

It paid off for Florida. 

Just 5:58 into the game, Hornqvist got the Panthers on the board with a 
power play goal from his usual spot in front of the net to give Florida the 
early lead. 

“To play with [Hornqvist] is great. It’s easy,” Lomberg said. “He is a guy 
that has contagious energy, he brings everybody on board, he’s always 
going, he’s predictable. Our line has been playing well and he’s been a 
huge reason why.” 

Lomberg had a big night of his own, notching a key goal late in the 
second period to give Florida a two-goal lead heading into the 
intermission. 

It came against his former team, the one that gave him a chance before 
Florida came calling in 2020. 

“It feels good,” Lomberg said of his goal. “Anytime you win, it’s a good 
thing. They’re a good hockey club, so it’s an important one for us.” 

But for Lomberg, it was just another goal for him. 

It didn’t matter who he scored it against. 

“It’s just another game,” he said. “Obviously, I played with a few of those 
guys for a few years, so it’s nice to see them. But a win is a win, it 
doesn’t matter who we play.” 

Interim coach Andrew Brunette has been impressed with that fourth line 
all season, making it a point to keep them together whenever he gets the 
chance. 

He still remains impressed after Tuesday’s game. 

“It’s always fun to see them score,” Brunette said. “They’ve been our 
heartbeats over the last six weeks and they just compete so hard.” 

Once Hornqvist got the goal scoring started, the Flames answered back 
with two quick goals of their own. 

First, Johnny Gaudreau burst out on a breakaway and fired one top shelf 
to tie the game up at 1. 

Just over three minutes later, Blake Coleman beat Sergei Bobrovsky with 
a wide-angle shot near the front of the net to give the Flames the lead 
with 9:56 to go. 

Gus Forsling fired a wrist shot from the point with 6:59 remaining in the 
opening frame and Anthony Duclair got a piece of it to tie the game back 
up for the Panthers. 

After a slow start to the second period, Lomberg extended Florida’s lead 
to 4-2 with 16.7 seconds left in the frame with some nice moves finished 
by a wrist shot from the right face-off circle that went through Jacob 
Markstrom’s five-hole. 

Hornqvist kept the party going with a shot from the right circle just 5:47 
into the third period to put the Panthers up 5-2. 

Lucas Carlsson bumped Florida’s lead up to four with a diving shot to 
make it a 6-2 game with 6:56 to go. 

Sergei Bobrovsky finished the game with 47 saves on 49 shots. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT DALLAS STARS 

When: Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

Where: AmericanAirlines Center, Dallas  

Tickets: CLICK HERE 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WQAM 560, SiriusXM 

Last season: Florida won 6-2 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 23-19-1, 3 ties 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 01.06.2022 

1196945 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Flyers forward Travis Konecny, defenseman Travis Sanheim added to 
COVID-19 protocols 
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Konecny and Sanheim join captain Claude Giroux and star defenseman 
Ivan Provorov, who were added to the list on Tuesday. 

Flyers right wing Travis Konecny entered COVID-19 protocols on 
Wednesday, becoming one of six players currently on the team's list. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Flyers forward Travis Konecny and defenseman Travis Sanheim have 
entered COVID-19 protocols, the team announced on Wednesday. 

Konecny and Sanheim are the fifth and sixth Flyers players to be added 
to the list over the past 72 hours. On Monday, defenseman Nick Seeler 
and forward Jackson Cates entered protocols, and on Tuesday captain 
Claude Giroux and defenseman Ivan Provorov joined them. 

The team is scheduled to play the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday night 
and will need to call up a defenseman and a forward from the Lehigh 
Valley Phantoms and assign them to the taxi squad in order to ice a full 
lineup. Both Konecny and Sanheim will each miss their first games of the 
season. Recovering Derick Brassard also could fill the forward spot but 
no decision has been made yet on whether he will be available for 
Thursday’s game. 

Throughout the West Coast road trip, Konecny played on the third line 
with winger Oskar Lindblom and center Morgan Frost, who had originally 
been called up from the Phantoms as a replacement for the injured 
Derick Brassard. Konecny has five goals and 14 assists in 33 games and 
hasn’t scored a goal since Nov. 18. 

Sanheim has played on the second defensive pairing with Rasmus 
Ristolainen for the majority of the season. On Tuesday against the 
Anaheim Ducks, Sanheim and Ristolainen comprised the top pairing with 
Cam York making his season debut on the second pairing alongside 
Justin Braun with Provorov in protocols. Sanheim has two goals, eight 
assists, and is plus-three in 33 games played this season. 

Between injury, COVID-19 and coach’s decision, only four Flyers have 
not missed a single game this season — Justin Braun, Keith Yandle, 
James van Riemsdyk, and Cam Atkinson. 

Breakaways 

With the team back on the East Coast and Carter Hart out of COVID 
protocols, the Flyers loaned goalies Felix Sandström and Kirill Ustimenko 
from the taxi squad to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. 
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Three things we learned from the Flyers’ West Coast trip 

York impressed in his season debut for the Flyers, while the Flyers' roster 
was further hit by COVID-19 positivies. 

Cam York played over 20 minutes and looked poised and NHL-ready on 
Tuesday night against the Ducks. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Prompted by Disney On Ice’s stint at the Wells Fargo Center, the Flyers’ 
annual holiday road trip lacked a fairy-tale ending. 

After picking up three of four possible points in their first two games 
against the Seattle Kraken (overtime win) and the San Jose Sharks 
(overtime loss), the Flyers went on to lose the final two contests against 

the Los Angeles Kings and the Anaheim Ducks despite generating plenty 
of scoring opportunities. 

Ultimately, with their seven-game point streak far behind them, the Flyers 
finished their West Coast tour with a 1-2-1 record. Dating back to the 
2014-15 season, the Flyers have now gone 7-20-6 in their seven holiday 
road trips (defined as consecutive road games in the span from Dec. 19 
to Jan. 7). 

“I thought that the last two games, even though we didn’t get wins, were 
quite potentially our best games on this trip,” interim coach Mike Yeo 
said. “So we have to keep building. We have to keep finding a way to get 
better. And obviously, we have to get back home, and we have to make 
sure we’re ready for a great effort against a tough Pittsburgh team.” 

Here are three things we learned from the Flyers’ West Coast road trip: 

The kids are alright 

If Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher walks away from this road trip 
with at least one good feeling, it will be about the performances of his 
younger players. 

Cam York, the 21-year-old defenseman elevated from the taxi squad 
against the Ducks with Ivan Provorov in COVID-19 protocols, had an 
“outstanding” season debut with the Flyers, according to Yeo. In 20 
minutes and 20 seconds of ice time, York appeared calm and collected in 
every phase of the game. York displayed an ability to play with 
physicality, finishing the night with three hits, and demonstrated an 
understanding of when to jump up offensively. 

“Right from the drop of the puck, obviously, we didn’t try to shelter him, 
let’s put it that way,” Yeo said. “Him and Brauner [Justin Braun] had 
tough matchups. I thought defensively he was assertive, aggressive, 
confident, and we saw his puck-moving ability and what he’s capable of 
and how that adds to our group.” 

Cam York making some nice plays defensively tonight! @Brodes81 how 
would you grade this play by York?#Flyers #BringItToBroad 
pic.twitter.com/DvxM2QfRRu 

— Brodes Media (@BrodesMedia) January 5, 2022 

One of York’s best defensive plays came against Troy Terry, who would 
end the night with a hat trick. One-on-one in the second period, York 
poked the puck off Terry’s stick as he accelerated toward the net, and 
finished the play with a body check. York’s strong performance wasn’t a 
surprise to goalie Carter Hart, who saw York play with the Flyers for three 
games last season. 

“We know he’s a good player,” Hart said of the 2019 first-round pick. 
“He’s got a lot of skill and a lot of talent. So, for a first game of the year, 
especially in his hometown here, I’m sure it was really special for him. I 
thought he played solid tonight for us and logged a lot of minutes. It’s not 
easy stepping up into the first pair for a first game in the season.” 

Winger Joel Farabee was another who impressed during the four-game 
swing. After missing 2½ weeks with a shoulder injury, the 21-year-old 
has slipped back into the lineup seamlessly, registering five points in his 
last five games (three goals, two assists). Farabee’s latest point came 
against the Ducks when he set up Cam Atkinson for a redirect goal late 
in the first period to pull the Flyers within one. 

The Flyers’ most stunning performance from one of its young players 
came against the Sharks, when rookie goalie Felix Sandström, who turns 
25 next week, dazzled in his first NHL appearance. He denied 43 of the 
Sharks’ 46 shots on goal in a 3-2 overtime loss, setting a franchise 
record for saves in an NHL debut. 

COVID-19 continues to have an impact on player availability 

Every team’s dealing with it. Well, everyone’s dealing with it. 

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact society at large, including 
the ecosphere of the Flyers organization. Most recently, team points 
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leader and captain Claude Giroux and top-pairing defenseman Provorov 
entered COVID-19 protocols on Tuesday. 

They became the 12th and 13th Flyers players to be added to the list this 
season and the third and fourth to be added in a span of 24 hours, joining 
defenseman Nick Seeler and forward Jackson Cates. Hart and Scott 
Laughton missed the first three games of the road trip while in COVID 
protocols. 

The Flyers sorely missed Giroux’s presence on Tuesday night. While 
they generated more high-danger scoring chances than the Ducks (10-
9), according to Natural Stat Trick, they scored just once in the 4-1 
defeat. From Giroux’s finishing ability to his faceoff prowess, the Flyers 
could have used him in the lineup in Anaheim. 

“Guys are testing positive with no symptoms or mild symptoms,” Hart 
said. “I mean, the league’s got to find a way to change that. We’re going 
to either keep playing shorthanded all season long or games are going to 
keep getting postponed. So, I think it’s a joke. It’s got to change.” 

But the Ducks had their own COVID-19 issues and were down four 
players, including captain Ryan Getzlaf and standout rookie Trevor 
Zegras, and still managed to come up with a decisive win. Against the 
Ducks, the Flyers needed players like James van Riemsdyk and Travis 
Konecny, who each had Grade-A chances, to step up and finish. 

With the league attempting to play on despite new positives, the West 
Coast trip won’t be the only time the Flyers need more from their 
supporting cast in the absence of key players. 

Yeo isn’t afraid to be aggressive 

With the proper reasoning in his defense, Yeo showed that he has no 
fear of flooring the gas pedal in his decision-making to increase the 
Flyers’ odds of winning. Yeo made a few aggressive calls during the 
West Coast trip, including one in their 6-3 loss to the Kings when he 
pulled goalie Martin Jones less than three minutes into the third period 
with the Flyers beginning a two-man advantage and down, 4-1. 

Seconds after the Flyers won the offensive zone faceoff, center Kevin 
Hayes hopped off the bench and planted himself at the right faceoff 
circle, where he would fire a one-timer past goalie Jonathan Quick. For 
Yeo, the decision was a risk worth taking. 

“Even if they are able to get a puck, we should be able to get somebody 
on them quickly and take that opportunity away,” Yeo said. “So obviously 
it’s a bit of a risk, but if you look at the analytics of being down 4-1 in a 
situation like that, you obviously have to take advantage of those 
opportunities.” 

Yeo also challenged for goalie interference twice during the road trip, 
once against the Kraken and a second time against the Ducks. Against 
the Kraken, Yeo successfully challenged Jeremy Lauzon’s third-period 
goal for goaltender interference, keeping the Kraken from breaking a 1-1 
tie. 

He tried again against the Ducks, pushing for interference on Sonny 
Milano’s third-period power-play goal that put Anaheim up 3-1. While Yeo 
was unsuccessful, and while there wasn’t overwhelming evidence of 
goalie interference on the play, it was worth a shot with the Flyers down 
late. 
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Terry gets 1st NHL hat trick as Ducks defeat Flyers 4-1 

 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS |PUBLISHED: January 5, 2022 at 4:53 a.m. | 
UPDATED: January 5, 2022 at 4:54 a.m. 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Troy Terry added to a breakout season as he 
scored his first NHL hat trick Tuesday night in the Anaheim Ducks’ 4-1 
victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. 

The right wing is third in the league with 21 goals, including 11 that have 
tied the game or given the Ducks a lead. He had a pair of goals in the 
first period and completed the first hat trick of his five-year career on an 
empty-net goal with 49 seconds remaining. 

“I had the puck a lot more against Colorado (on Sunday). Some scoring 
chances didn’t go my way the last game but they did tonight,” Terry said. 

Sonny Milano also scored and Jamie Drysdale had two assists for 
Anaheim, which snapped a two-game skid. John Gibson stopped 28 
shots. 

Cam Atkinson scored Philadelphia’s goal and Carter Hart made 29 
saves. 

The Flyers have dropped two in a row after collecting points in seven 
straight games. They were without leading scorer Claude Giroux and 
defenseman Ivan Provorov after they were placed in the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocols. 

“Those are quality players but you have to adjust,” interim coach Mike 
Yeo said. “We had a number of opportunities, just missed the side of the 
net. We tried to be aggressive and didn’t get goals.” 

Anaheim was also down a couple of key players due to COVID-19. 
Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf missed his second game and rookie Trevor 
Zegras has been out the past three. 

“For us, that was as big of a win as I can remember this year,” said coach 
Dallas Eakins, who earned his 100th NHL victory. “That was to a man 
everyone doing their job and being fully committed to a game plan. We 
had big saves when we needed them and our special teams chipped in.” 

Hampus Lindholm fired a shot from the top of the left circle that was 
tipped in by Terry at 3:21 of the first period. It was originally ruled no goal 
after the puck hit the near post, but a replay review determined it crossed 
the goal line. 

Six minutes later, Terry got the puck in the neutral zone, put a nifty move 
on Flyers defenseman Travis Sanheim and flipped in a shot on the 
breakaway. 

It was Terry’s 20th goal of the season in 35 games, making him the 
second-fastest Ducks player to reach that number. Corey Perry did it in 
33 games in 2013-14. 

“I’m extremely proud of Troy. I’ve seen this kid right from Day One. For 
him to be where he’s at, goal-scoring, as a big influencer and driver on 
our team, it’s fun to watch,” Eakins said. “I think that’s one of the real 
privileges of coaching is to see these guys grow into players.” 

Atkinson brought the Flyers to 2-1 with 1:18 remaining in the first on a 
redirect of Joel Farabee’s pass. Atkinson has 13 goals this season, but it 
was his first since he had a hat trick against New Jersey on Dec. 14. 

Milano scored Anaheim’s sixth power-play goal in his last six games with 
2:11 left in the second period when he took Sam Steel’s pass and put it 
into the short side after Hart was out of position. 

HOT START 

Drysdale had his third multi-assist game this season and is fourth among 
NHL rookies with 13 assists. He has 24 points in 60 career games. That 
is the third-most by a Ducks rookie defenseman in his first 60 games, 
behind only Francois Beauchemin (34) and Cam Fowler (29). 

UP NEXT 

Flyers: Begin a three-game homestand Thursday against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

Ducks: Host the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday. 
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Who will Flyers have vs. Pens? Good question after 2 more hit COVID 
protocol 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers had two more players enter the NHL's COVID protocol 
Wednesday night. 

Travis Konecny and Travis Sanheim were added to the list, joining 
Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Nick Seeler and Jackson Cates. 

After a 1-2-1 West Coast road trip, the Flyers flew back from California 
on Wednesday and arrived to the Philadelphia area in the late afternoon. 

Giroux and Provorov hit protocol Tuesday after Seeler and Cates went 
on Monday. 

During his pregame media availability Tuesday around 7:40 p.m. ET, 
Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo said all four players were currently 
asymptomatic. 

The Flyers are scheduled to open a three-game homestand Thursday 
when they welcome the Penguins (7 p.m. ET/ESPN+, Hulu). 

A little less than a week ago, following the new CDC isolation guidelines, 
the NHL and NHLPA agreed to adjust its COVID protocol. The league 
decided to trim its isolation period of 10 days to five days for a player who 
tests positive and is fully vaccinated. 

If a player has no symptoms or his symptoms are resolving, they're 
permitted to return following five days as long as they have a negative 
lab-based RT-PCR test and the requirements adhere with local health 
laws. 

Unless something changes, it appears the Flyers won't have Konecny, 
Sanheim, Giroux, Provorov, Seeler or Cates against Pittsburgh. 

We'll see. 

Carter Hart and Scott Laughton missed the first three games of the 
Flyers' four-game trip because of COVID protocols. 

"It's tough, for sure," Hart said Tuesday after the Flyers' 4-1 loss to the 
Ducks. "Guys are testing positive with no symptoms or mild symptoms. I 
mean, the league's got to find a way to change that. We're either going to 
keep playing shorthanded all season long or games are going to keep 
getting postponed. I think it's a joke. It's got to change." 

The Flyers are not the only team dealing with COVID-related hurdles. 
Postponements and absences have been league-wide. 

Near the end of last month, the league reinstated taxi squads, which can 
hold up to six reserve players. 

When the Flyers face Penguins, they could be without: 

Travis Konecny (COVID protocol) 

Travis Sanheim (COVID protocol) 

Claude Giroux (COVID protocol) 

Ivan Provorov (COVID protocol) 

Sean Couturier (upper body) 

Ryan Ellis (lower body) 

Derick Brassard (hip) 

Nick Seeler (COVID protocol) 

Jackson Cates (COVID protocol) 

Nate Thompson (shoulder) 
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Flyers’ familiar road trip challenge cut even deeper this season: ‘We’ve 
got to stay with the pack’ 

 

By Charlie O'Connor Jan 5, 2022  

 

On Monday after practice, with the end of the team’s four-game road trip 
looming, Philadelphia Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo didn’t shy 
away from acknowledging the importance of their trip-closing contest 
against the Anaheim Ducks. 

“I think it’s a very important game, to be honest,” he said. “We win that 
game tomorrow, and I think we’re all coming home feeling pretty decent 
about the trip. Not necessarily an outstanding trip, but a pretty good trip.” 

By Yeo’s standards, then, Philadelphia’s 4-1 loss to the Ducks on 
Tuesday ensured that said trip would not even reach “pretty good” status. 

“Obviously, when you’re looking at the results, that’s not good,” Yeo said 
in the immediate wake of the defeat. “We had one win on the trip.” 

In fairness, the Flyers’ struggles on the post-Christmas road trip long 
predate Yeo. For years now, the team has flopped on what has become 
known as the “Disney On Ice” trip, a temporary departure from the Wells 
Fargo Center due to the yearly residency of the House of Mouse’s 
traveling extravaganza. It’s rarely been pretty. 

Note: There was no post-Christmas road trip in 2020-21 because the 
season began in mid-January. 

In a way, the Flyers’ 1-2-1 record during this particular trip doesn’t even 
seem that awful at first glance, in comparison to past debacles. But that’s 
only going by raw win/loss record and standings point totals. Let’s be 
honest: even next to other bad Disney On Ice trips, this one was 
especially rough. 

We’ll start with the team’s process. If the Flyers indeed are going to turn 
their season around and deliver a second-half surge reminiscent of their 
work in 2019-20, it’s not going to be by wins alone. It’ll be the result of a 
dramatic improvement in the underlying quality of their play. That 2019-
20 club wasn’t just winning games by magic — it was racking up 
standings points by taking teams apart nightly. The wins were merely a 
logical byproduct of on-ice dominance. 

Let’s just say the Flyers were nowhere close to on-ice dominance on this 
trip. 

Prior to this trip, a case could be made that the Flyers were making 
progress. The schedule had eased up dramatically since the coaching 
change, yes, and they were nowhere near the level they would need to 
be in order to stand as a truly fearsome opponent. But their underlying 
play did seem to be getting a bit better. This road trip was a crash back to 
earth, as their seven-game point streak came to a halt and their territorial 
results drifted back into pre-Yeo territory, despite a relatively unimposing 
slate of opponents. 

Granted, it’s not like the Flyers were rolling through teams during their 
point streak. Only their 6-1 victory over the New Jersey Devils was 
especially impressive; aside from that win, they were mostly either 
squeaking by bad teams (Arizona, Ottawa, Seattle) or picking up loser 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 6, 2022 

 

points (Montreal, San Jose). Actual regulation losses were looming if the 
process remained the same. 

In fact, one of the few bits of end-of-trip positivity from the Flyers came 
from relative satisfaction with apparent process improvements. Take 
Martin Jones’ comments after the team’s 6-3 defeat in Los Angeles, for 
example, or Yeo’s aside after Tuesday’s defeat in Anaheim. 

“Yeah, I definitely thought we did a lot of good things tonight,” Jones 
responded on Saturday when asked if he felt the team played better 
against the Kings than they had the two previous games. “We had some 
good O-zone time. We played really well for a lot of the game. Made a 
couple mistakes that led to goals, and that was the difference.” 

“I thought that the last two games, even though we didn’t get wins, were 
quite potentially our best games on this trip,” Yeo said Tuesday evening. 

The funny — in a bleak, Dr. Strangelove sort of way — part of it is, Jones 
and Yeo weren’t even wrong. The Kings game was the first time on the 
trip that they weren’t outshot (they led in shots on goal 37-34 after being 
outshot a combined 82-47 during the first two games), and they actually 
carried play at five-on-five in Anaheim (59.0 percent xG share). 

Still, neither of these games qualified as “good.” They allowed a goal 12 
seconds into the Kings loss, and never once held a lead. The Ducks 
game was a slog all the way through, and they were outshot once again 
despite (once again) trailing their opponent throughout. If these were the 
“best” games on a trip, the games that showed the team making 
progress, that’s not really a positive in the grand scheme of the team’s 
overall direction. 

Which brings us to reason No. 2 why this road trip was so disheartening: 
it brought the renewed knowledge that the Flyers aren’t about to be 
bailed out by full health. 

Granted, this wasn’t the fault of the trip. These tidbits of news almost 
certainly would have popped out regardless of where the games were 
played over the past week. Nevertheless, they felt like another series of 
public body blows for a team that — considering its place in the 
standings — can’t afford many more. 

The first hit came the day before New Year’s Eve, when the team 
announced that Sean Couturier — who had missed the first leg of the trip 
ostensibly due to his placement on the COVID protocol list — was now 
week to week with a lower-body injury. 

Now, it’s been clear for a while that Couturier has been playing through 
injuries. Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher confirmed as much 
before the trip, and even passively observing fans might have noticed 
Couturier’s protective cage and that he had left multiple games early 
(always returning, though) over the previous few weeks. The dramatic 
drop-off in offensive production — Couturier has just five points in his last 
19 games — also spoke to likely lingering physical issues, which Fletcher 
revealed date all the way back to the start of the season. 

But any path to a meaningful Flyers rebound this season has to include 
Couturier. The team’s depth at center — particularly of the high-end 
variety — remains severely lacking, and even the not-at-full-strength 
Couturier was still driving play at even strength (his +0.100 impact on 
team xG differential is third among Philadelphia forwards this season, 
ranking in the 75th percentile leaguewide). Now, he’s out of the lineup for 
an indeterminate amount of time — exactly what the Flyers didn’t need. 

Then came the news that any fans still holding out hope that Ryan Ellis is 
on the way back to fix the blue line corps should take a big step back. 

“I have no timeline for you, unfortunately. I know Ryan’s frustrated,” Yeo 
said on Monday. “It’s just not making a lot of progress right now, so 
hopefully something changes there real soon.” 

That sure doesn’t sound promising. 

It’s obvious at this point that the Philadelphia defense is far closer to “not 
at all functional” than “actually thriving” absent Ellis. Ivan Provorov hasn’t 
looked like an NHL top-pair defenseman for months now, and years of 

evidence implies that he won’t play at that level without a quality, first-pair 
level partner. Justin Braun, simply put, isn’t that guy. What Braun is, 
however, is a solid third-pair defenseman, but due to the Ellis absence, 
he’s being forced to play two stations above his true talent. That’s left the 
third pair in shambles, which currently consists of a struggling Keith 
Yandle who desperately needs a stabilizer like Braun but instead is being 
asked to carry one of two defensemen who have been waived this 
season (Nick Seeler and Kevin Connauton); in truth, it’s Yandle who 
needs someone to prop him up at this point. The blue line corps without 
Ellis is a mess. 

“The game that we want to play — we want to play a fast game, we want 
to get on the attack, we want to get to the offensive zone — he’s a guy 
that helps you do those things,” Yeo noted with regard to Ellis, with the 
unspoken implication being that without Ellis, the Flyers can’t play their 
ideal style. 

And then there’s Kevin Hayes. 

Any fan with a shred of empathy has to feel for Hayes, and not just 
because of his (still relatively recent) family tragedy. Hayes clearly isn’t 
close to 100 percent physically in the wake of his core surgeries, yet he’s 
doing his best to play through the discomfort and keep up for a team in 
desperate need of centers. Despite the misguided chatter of some of the 
less sympathetic people on social media, Hayes is trying. 

The problem is, this hobbled version of Hayes just hasn’t been nearly 
good enough. Since Hayes returned in early December, the Flyers have 
collected just 36.43 percent of the expected goals share at five-on-five 
(per Evolving-Hockey) with Hayes on the ice. They’ve been outscored 
13-3. And the situation doesn’t appear to be getting any better with time 
— on this trip, Hayes posted a 34.47 percent xG share, and was asked to 
skate for just 13:11 minutes in Anaheim. 

A team just isn’t going to succeed getting these kinds of results from its 
nominal 2C, a player who normally would be jumping up to first-line 
center (instead of Scott Laughton, who took on the role on Tuesday) with 
Couturier and Claude Giroux both absent. But he clearly can’t handle the 
workload, a fact that this trip made abundantly clear. 

Now, this almost certainly isn’t the “real” Kevin Hayes. The realistic hope 
is that he eventually returns to pre-surgery form, when he was a more-
than-effective top-nine NHL center and a budding fan favorite in 
Philadelphia. But this year? The just-concluded road trip stood as a 
glaring reminder of how unlikely he is to regain peak form in 2021-22. 

And now we come to the impact of COVID-19 on the Flyers, the final 
negative of a negative-filled trip. 

For the season’s first two and a half months, for all the Flyers’ other 
issues, they had actually avoided being hit hard by COVID even as other 
clubs (such as the New York Islanders) were dealing with outbreaks and 
postponements. 

The omicron variant has changed that. 

As with the rest of the NHL, it’s become a daily event to see if any Flyers 
played are placed in protocol and will be forced to miss games. At the 
start of the trip, it was Couturier (even before his week-to-week status 
was announced), Carter Hart, Laughton and Derick Brassard who were 
unavailable, and that was right after losing Hayes, Max Willman and 
Morgan Frost just before the Christmas break. By the end of the trip, Hart 
and Laughton were back — but their spots on the protocol list had been 
taken by two top-of-the-lineup players in Giroux and Provorov, in addition 
to depth pieces Seeler and Jackson Cates. 

The revolving door of absences — often of the out-of-nowhere variety — 
is clearly frustrating the players, as Hart’s surprisingly blunt postgame 
comments on Tuesday proved. 

“Guys are testing positive with no symptoms or mild symptoms. I mean, 
the league’s got to find a way to change that,” Hart stated. “I mean, we’re 
going to either keep playing shorthanded all season long or games are 
going to keep getting postponed. I think’s a joke. It’s got to change.” 
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It’s easy to understand why Hart is irritated. He just watched his team’s 
best forward and big-minutes defenseman pulled from a morning meeting 
a few hours before a game that his coach had proclaimed the day before 
would essentially “make or break” the road trip, despite those players 
being asymptomatic for COVID-19 at the time. Add in the fact that Hart 
himself, by his own admission, dealt with only mild symptoms during his 
own stint in protocol which paled in comparison to his bout with the 
seasonal flu just before Christmas — yet the less-serious-on-its-face 
illness caused him to miss the first three games of the road trip. His 
exasperation is justifiable, especially given the inherent competitiveness 
of athletes. 

But the NHL is obviously in a tough spot. Yes, nearly the entire NHL is 
fully vaccinated, and vaccinated individuals appear unlikely to face 
serious symptoms, particularly from the omicron variant. But 
asymptomatic people can still transmit the virus to others, and 
hospitalizations across the United States just recently cracked 100,000 
for the first time in months. Simply ignoring asymptomatic or “less 
serious” cases, as Hart seemed to be suggesting, would be a big leap for 
the NHL and wouldn’t be in adherence to country-wide recommendations 
and border regulations. 

The real issue here, in truth, isn’t COVID, which every NHL team is 
dealing with at the moment. It’s that the Flyers dug themselves such a 
deep hole with their 10-game winless streak that they sacrificed any 
protective standings buffer that could have made surprise absences like 
those of Giroux and Provorov far less damaging. 

“Unfortunately, we’re in a position where we’re chasing everybody, and 
it’s really difficult to sit here and say, we did this well, we did that well,” 
Yeo said after Tuesday’s defeat. “The bottom line is, we need to grind 
some points out. We’ve got to stay with the pack here.” 

In a vacuum, a loss to the Ducks absent multiple key players with a pretty 
decent process wouldn’t be a big deal. But the Flyers can’t afford many 
losses at all at this point, and the re-emergence of COVID protocol as a 
daily threat to take a hacksaw to a team’s roster only makes the road 
back into realistic playoff contention even more fraught with potential 
perils. Add the threat of surprise unavailabilities to an already-thin team 
lacking its 1C and projected 1D, a team that still hasn’t fixed the issues 
with its underlying process, and it’s getting more and more difficult to be 
optimistic about the rest of the Flyers’ season. 

“I think we did some good things, I think there’s obviously some room for 
improvement,” Cam Atkinson said on Tuesday when asked for his take 
on the trip. “Obviously tough when guys go down, but guys have to step 
up, and it gives guys more opportunity. I think, overall, I think it was an 
OK road trip.” 

With all respect to Atkinson — who scored Tuesday night and has been 
one of the few Flyers players to actually live up to realistic preseason 
expectations and arguably even exceed them — this was nowhere near 
an “OK road trip.” It wasn’t “pretty good,” either. 

It was yet another awful Disney On Ice trek, as much because of what 
happened off the ice for the Flyers as their unsurprisingly underwhelming 
work on it. It might have been one of their roughest post-Christmas road 
trips in recent memory. And that’s saying something. 

Nine more observations 

2. One positive that came out of Tuesday’s game? Cam York made his 
season debut and in short, looked great. In 20:19 minutes of ice time, he 
led all Flyers defensemen with a 71.34 percent xG share at even 
strength, and was one of the few Philadelphia players in attack mode all 
night long. He did his hometown arena in Anaheim proud. 

3. Yeo certainly noticed the play of the now-21-year-old blueliner. “If 
there’s one thing for me as a coach or our fans to feel really good about, 
it was the play of Cam York,” he raved. “I thought he was outstanding 
tonight.” 

4. Derick Brassard has been removed from the COVID protocol list, but 
the Flyers chose not to fly him out to Anaheim for the final game, feeling 

like he’d need a few days of practice before being ready for action 
anyway. He’s nearing a return, however — expect him back on Thursday 
or Saturday. 

5. Yeo wasn’t sure on Tuesday if the four players who were placed in 
COVID protocol at the tail end of the trip — Giroux, Provorov, Seeler and 
Cates — would have to remain in California for the next few days even 
as the rest of the team went home. He noted that the league might be 
able to arrange a separate plane for them to return, but that the specific 
details had not been worked out yet. 

6. The good for James van Riemsdyk on Tuesday is that he was a 
scoring chance machine, and easily could have finished with a hat trick 
against the Ducks. The bad news is that he proved unable to finish on all 
of them, and while over the long term, that solid process should lead to 
better results, the Flyers really needed him to pop in a goal or two in this 
one given the extent of their injury and COVID-related absences. 

7. York’s strong debut won’t do much to quell the cries for Yandle to take 
a seat, especially after Yandle’s pair (with Connauton) produced a 32.98 
percent xG share at five-on-five — the only defensive duo below 50 
percent. Yandle’s consecutive game streak now sits at 955, just nine 
behind Doug Jarvis, by the way. 

8. Travis Sanheim’s poor one-on-one rush coverage on Troy Terry’s goal 
in the first period served as an unwelcome reminder as to why Sanheim 
— as strong as he’s been over the past couple months — is better 
served as a No. 3 defenseman than the No. 1 duties he was forced into 
last night as a result of Provorov’s absence. 

9. As for Provorov, his placement on the COVID protocol list meant his 
streak of 403 consecutive regular season games came to an unfortunate 
end. Before Tuesday night, Provorov hadn’t missed a single game as an 
NHL player. It’s a tough way for it to end, just as it was for Giroux (328 
games) last season. 

10. The NHL also announced Tuesday that the Flyers will now be playing 
the New York Islanders at home on Jan. 18 (making up the postponed 
Nov. 30 contest between the two clubs) rather than the originally 
scheduled Detroit Red Wings. That game will be rescheduled for a later 
date. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: Six teams that are surprisingly good, 
and six bad ones that can draw hope from them 

 

By Sean McIndoe Jan 5, 2022  

 

It’s a new year, which means that as a hockey writer I’m legally obligated 
to conjure up a metaphorical fresh sheet of ice. It’s a new beginning, and 
the possibilities are limitless. Anything can happen, right? 

Well, no, not anything. Your favorite might be terrible, and you should 
feel sad about that. 

That’s the thing about a new year — it doesn’t coincide with a new NHL 
season. In hockey terms, we’re almost halfway through this chapter and 
that sheet of ice isn’t all that fresh, and while there’s still plenty of time left 
to go, several teams are already out of hope. One conference already 
has pretty much its entire playoff picture locked up, and almost half the 
league is all but out of the race. 

If you root for a team that’s having a disappointing year, where can you 
find hope? The good news is that you may not have to look far; it could 
be coming from one of the next teams you play. So today, let’s look at a 
half-dozen teams that are exceeding expectations so far this season, and 
then pair them up with a team that could use some positive vibes. 
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Fair warning: Some of these pairings will be natural fits, while others 
might require a bit of a stretch. Either way, it’s the time of year to be 
optimistic. Or at least be able to plausibly fake it. Let’s do this. 

The rebuilding team that’s on the right track but will obviously still need to 
be bad for a few years 

When you’re doing a full rebuild, you generally know the timeline. You 
strip it all down, bottom out for high picks, and draft a few potential stars. 
Then you have to suffer through a few more years of losing with the 
young guys, because you can’t just flip a switch and go from the bottom 
of the league to waltzing into a playoff spot. 

Except when you do. Every few years, a team skips a few steps and 
goes from bottom-dweller to legitimately good almost overnight. It’s rare, 
but it’s the dream scenario for the (many) teams that are rebuilding at 
any given moment. 

The 2021-22 inspiration: Anaheim Ducks 

A year ago: The Ducks were a 100-point team just three years ago. But 
they’ve been under .500 since, and while that landed them guys like 
Trevor Zegras and Jamie Drysdale, all the smart people knew they’d be a 
write-off this year. 

But then…: Troy Terry turned into Mario Lemieux, John Gibson turned 
back into John Gibson, Zegras invented a new way to score, and the 
Ducks rebounded from a 2-4-3 start to win eight straight and move into 
contention for the Pacific title. Most of us still didn’t believe in them, but 
the big collapse hasn’t happened yet. At the very least, they’re going to 
be in the playoff race for most of a season where they were supposed to 
be bottom-dwellers. Oh, and Mason McTavish is on the way. 

Possible 2022-23 candidate: Ottawa Senators. 

This is a bit of a backhanded compliment, because Sens fans were told 
they wouldn’t be in the running for this sort of pick this year, the first of 
Eugene Melnyk’s promised five-year run of unparalleled success. That 
hasn’t happened, and it looks like the Senators are headed for another 
year in the bottom five. But a lot of the pieces are in place, and more are 
on the way, and it’s not hard to imagine it all finally clicking to create a 
playoff contender next year. 

The one caveat is that they don’t have a Gibson-like answer in goal, but 
that’s what the trade market is for. Give this team some real goaltending, 
and does a sudden surge really seem all that more impossible than it 
would have for this year’s Ducks? 

The good young team that’s on track and should contend for the playoffs 
but that’s about it 

Similar to the category above, we know that rebuilds take time. Once 
you’ve taken those first tentative steps out of the basement, the next step 
is to become a permanent part of the playoff picture. That doesn’t always 
mean making it, but you want to be in the conversation. Do that for a few 
years, and maybe you can eventually graduate to being one of the 
league’s better teams. 

Or, you know, skip that part and go directly to the top of the standings. 

The 2021-22 inspiration: New York Rangers 

A year ago: The Rangers missed the playoffs last year, making it four 
years and counting since they’d won a postseason game. They had 
some pieces in place, though, and after a front-office shakeup and a 
coaching upgrade, they seemed ready to finally make the playoffs. 

But then…: The Rangers have played at close to a .700 points 
percentage clip all year long. At this point, they’re pretty close to a playoff 
lock, and the bigger question is how much damage they can do once 
they get there. Maybe a lot. 

Possible 2022-23 candidate: Detroit Red Wings 

I’m pretty sure we won’t get the front-office shakeup, and there’s no 
Artemi Panarin on the roster that I can find (although there might be the 
cap room to buy one). There are some other similar pieces, including the 
good young goaltender, the excellent young defenseman and the very 
good first-line center who might have another level. Could the Red Wings 
make a big leap forward next year, straight into the mix at the top of the 

division? They’d need more than a few things to break exactly right for it 
to happen. Then again, we thought the same about the Rangers. 

The capped-out team that should rebuild but doesn’t want to and maybe 
couldn’t and is therefore doomed 

It’s a miserable place to be in the modern NHL. You’re not good, but 
you’re not really terrible so there’s no high pick coming. You should 
probably start over and trade away some key veterans, but you can’t 
because they’re locked into high-priced deals that no contender would 
want. You’ve got prospects on the way, but none that project as real 
difference-makers. You’re trapped in the mushy middle with no clear path 
out either side, which means you’re screwed. 

The 2021-22 inspiration: Nashville Predators 

A year ago: The Predators have been in the postseason every year since 
2014, including a trip to the Cup Final in 2017, but you’d be forgiven for 
not remembering any of their recent runs. They haven’t won a round 
since 2018, and even lost to the Coyotes in the 2020 qualifier. They 
came into this year as a team in transition, having said goodbye to Pekka 
Rinne and trading Ryan Ellis, but they were still locked into bad deals to 
underachievers Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen, and had to figure out 
what to do with Filip Forsberg. They needed to tear it all down, but would 
David Poile be willing to do it even if he could? 

But then…: The Predators have looked like a playoff team pretty much all 
year long, and a big part of that has come from rebound years from the 
much-maligned Duchene and Johansen. Juuse Saros has certainly 
helped, and so has having a Norris contender on the blue line in Roman 
Josi. They’re on pace for over 100 points, and barring a collapse they’re 
headed to the playoffs again. This time, they look like they might even do 
something when they get there. 

Possible 2022-23 candidate: Dallas Stars. 

This pick is admittedly a little tricky, since the Stars haven’t been awful 
this year. Well, they have been, for a few stretches, but they also looked 
like contenders when they were reeling off seven straight wins. It’s 
possible they heat up and pass the Predators and make the whole thing 
moot. 

That said, the similarities between Dallas and Nashville are pretty 
fascinating. Recent trip to the final? Check. Two so-called franchise 
players with big contracts who now look overpaid and unmovable? 
Check, thanks to Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin. A key player heading 
into UFA? Check, with John Klingberg in the last year of his deal. A 
changing of the guard in goal? Yep, although we’ll see if Jake Oettinger 
can be a Saros-like answer. Norris guy on the blue line that can paper 
over a lot of other problems? Miro Heiskanen seemed headed to that 
level, and maybe still is. 

The Stars are also a team that looks like its built to win now, but doesn’t 
seem good enough to do it. But you could argue that they’re in better 
shape right now than the Predators seemed to be a year ago, so 
Nashville’s surprise success in the Central should offer some hope. 

Matt Duchene. (Ron Chenoy / USA Today) 

The team that’s stuck in neutral and clearly needs a new voice, but uh 
oh, that midseason coaching change hasn’t really worked 

Sometimes they’re OK, sometimes they’re a little less than that, 
sometimes they win a round or two and trick you into thinking they’re 
something, but they always seem to leave you wanting more. You 
thought maybe a coaching change would be the key to getting them over 
the hump. Then they do make a change, and instead of some fresh set of 
eyes they bring back some retread who had a few wins years ago, and it 
doesn’t really do anything. So much for that idea. 

The 2021-22 inspiration: The Calgary Flames 

A year ago: They had some solid pieces in place and looked good at 
times in the bubble playoffs, but 2020-21 got off to disappointing start. 
They fired Geoff Ward, who had them at .500, and reached into their past 
to bring back Darryl Sutter, who got them all the way to… .500. 

Oh, they also lost their beloved captain for nothing in the offseason. 
Thanks for coming out Calgary, please enjoy another few years of utter 
irrelevance. 
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But then…: Apparently Sutter didn’t forget how to be an effective coach 
after all. He’s got the Flames looking fantastic, battling the Golden 
Knights for top spot in the Pacific. It’s not all coaching, obviously, and 
maybe you don’t give Sutter all the credit for Johnny Gaudreau’s 
renaissance or Andrew Mangiapane hitting his career high in goals 
before New Years. But any way you look at it, a team most of us had 
assumed would be mediocre, at best, looks kind of like a contender. 

Possible 2022-23 candidate: Philadelphia Flyers 

Yeah, I know, but stay with me. The Flyers are headed towards a season 
around .500, just like the Flames last year. They might lose their captain 
for nothing in the offseason, or maybe before. They’ve got a youngish 
core that looked good once but seems to have plateaued, much like the 
Flames. And their coaching change, from Alain Vigneault to old standby 
Mike Yeo, hasn’t exactly been Boudreau-iffic. But maybe he’s the next 
Sutter, right? 

OK, that’s where I lose some confidence in the comparison. But whether 
it’s Yeo or Rick Tocchet or someone else, the Flyers might get a bounce 
from a new coach with a full camp to implement a system. Carter Hart 
looks good again. There are some young pieces in place, and maybe 
more on the way if Chuck Fletcher can work the deadline. 

I’m honestly not sure I can make a great case for a big Flyers turnaround. 
But I know that I couldn’t have made one for the Flames, and here we 
are. Maybe this is the section where we just go “Parity era!” and make a 
shrug emoji and move on. That’s almost like optimism, right? 

The team that has a ton of talent and has been good for a few years but 
is never really great and maybe never will be 

You look at the roster and you see plenty of guys you’d love to have on 
your favorite team. But it never really seems to click, and at some point 
you have to conclude that the whole just isn’t anywhere near the sum of 
the parts. Some teams just don’t have that last gear, you know? 

The 2021-22 inspiration: Florida Panthers 

A year ago: After years of wobbling along as a fringe playoff team (aside 
from one year of 100-plus points that ended up feeling like an outlier), the 
Panthers finally broke through last year … we thought. They finished 
second in the Central and had home-ice against the Lightning. But the 
long-awaited Battle of Florida ended up being a mismatch, and we were 
reminded that the Panthers are destined to never be really good. 

But then…: The Panthers are really good! Maybe. Look, this one’s dicey 
because we’re still months away from the playoffs and it’s possible that 
this year’s story ends pretty much the same as last year. Still, the 
Panthers have been in or near first place overall for most of the season 
and are your second favorite team. That doesn’t guarantee anything 
once the real games arrive, but it’s fair to say that so far the Panthers are 
a lot better than most of us expected, and look like a legitimate Cup 
contender. 

Possible 2022-23 candidate: Winnipeg Jets 

After years of wobbling along as a fringe playoff team (aside from one 
year of 100-plus points that ended up feeling like an outlier) … Why yes, 
I’m still banging the drum of the Jets as an elite team, even as I’m not-so-
subtly nudging the goalposts forward a year. It’s possible that Dave 
Lowry still gets this team to the playoffs, but barring a monster second 
half they won’t come close to the sort of top-five season some of us 
thought they’d have. There’s still a ton of talent here, though, and at 
some point it has to add it up to monster season. OK, unless it doesn’t, 
but I’ve come this far and I’m not giving up my seat on the bandwagon 
yet. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois. (Terrence Lee / USA Today) 

The team that’s been bad for a decade and just traded their best player 
and will now inevitably be absolutely terrible 

One thing about being a bad team: It can always get worse. That’s 
especially true if your franchise player doesn’t want to be there anymore 
and you have to trade him for a handful of magic beans and/or picks and 
futures. Ah well, time to finish dead last for a few years. 

The 2021-22 inspiration: Columbus Blue Jackets 

A year ago: I always admired the way the Blue Jackets went for it in 2019 
after years of being a doormat, and how it kind of paid off with the longest 
playoff run in the entire history of the franchise, i.e. a trip to the second 
round. But they weren’t great in 2019-20, then were flat out bad in 2020-
21. That’s when Seth Jones decided he was done, forcing a trade to 
Chicago, and everyone went “Yep, these guys will be hopeless again, for 
at least the next few years”. 

But then…: The Blue Jackets are … well, they’re not great, but they’re 
certainly not terrible, right? They might be headed that way, with just one 
regulation win since December started, but remember we’re staying 
positive. That 12-6-0 start counts too, and it’s kept them around .500 
even as they’ve struggled lately. That’s enough to stay on the fringe of 
the wild-card bubble, and while that isn’t much, it’s a lot more than most 
of us thought this team would be capable of. 

Possible 2022-23 candidate: Buffalo Sabres. 

Look, you Sabres fans knew I wasn’t going to make it through this thing 
without trying to force-feed some optimism your way. So let’s all admire 
the Blue Jackets and what they did through October and November, 
because we all know that good starts are never fake, right Sabres 
nation? Wait, no, sorry, we’re doing optimism. Stick with me, we can do 
this. 

The point is that the Blue Jackets turned what seemed like a no-win 
Jones situation into some nice future assets, including the only full-time 
NHLer from the 2021 draft so far in Cole Sillinger. Maybe the Jack Eichel 
thing plays out the same sort of way. Even if it doesn’t, the point here is 
that the path back to .500 in the NHL isn’t always as long as it seems, 
even if you’re the team that always seems to be cannon fodder for 
everyone else. The Blue Jackets aren’t finishing dead last or anywhere 
close. That’s good, right? 

(Maybe not, actually. The top of this year’s draft seems pretty good, so 
maybe lottery odds would be more valuable than … no, dammit, 
optimism!) 
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The Athletic / Who were the NHL’s best finishers in 2021? 

 

By Shayna Goldman Jan 5, 2022  

 

Goal scoring is what wins and loses games. That’s why it helps to have 
players who can finish. So, who are the best finishers in the NHL? 

The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn last checked in after the 2019-20 
season, so we’re going to pick up where he left off. Since there weren’t 
any other regular-season games in 2020, our focus is going to be on the 
calendar year of regular-season games in 2021 — so technically, the 
entire 56-game 2020-21 season, plus the first chunk of 2021-22. We’re 
going to do this with the help of Micah Blake McCurdy, the creator of 
HockeyViz.  

McCurdy came up with “finishing” charts for both shooters and 
goaltenders that are available with a subscription to his site. These 
graphics break down, by shot type, how many goals a player scores 
relative to expectations. 

Via HockeyViz 

HockeyViz’s expected goal model is one of four ‘core’ models in the 
public sphere. For McCurdy, “the most important thing is shot location,” 
but there are other factors to help add context — some “that are meant to 
proxy for pre-shot movement and how much contestation is between the 
shooter and the net, like skater numbers and if the shot is a rebound shot 
or on the rush.” 

What makes his model unique is how he handles shot locations, inspired 
by Michael Schuckers.  
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“I use a ‘fabric’ of hexagons which cover the offensive zone, one fabric 
for every shot type (slap shot, wrist shot, tip/deflection, and backhand). 
The likelihood of scoring from different spots depends a surprising 
amount (to me) on the shot type,” McCurdy explained.  

Since the likelihood of scoring depends so much on the shot type, that’s 
how we’re going to break this down.  

Expected goal models, to McCurdy, are “really ‘about’ the duel between 
the shooter and the goalie.” That’s why the identity of the player and 
shooter isn’t considered into the model itself.  

But by comparing expectations to reality, we can see which shooters 
have been winning the duel most often this year. Let’s take a closer look. 

Wrist/Snap Shot 

Via HockeyViz 

Leon Draisaitl having success with this shot is nothing new — in 2019-
20, he was seventh in the league in wrist/snap shot goals above 
expected. That year he scored at a rate of 1.6 goals for per, which now 
ranks as the third-best pace of his career.  

To start 2021-22, he’s been particularly outstanding, scoring 2.03 goals 
for per 60 through the 31 games before the New Year. Of those 24 goals, 
17 have been either wrist or snap shots. 

Expand to cover the entire year, and another 31 goals in 56 get added. 
That adds up to 44 wrist/snap shots over the calendar year that make up 
80 percent of his scoring. 

Just two players in the league have reached the heights of those 44 
goals, and they happen to play on the same team in Draisaitl and Connor 
McDavid. Next best is Auston Matthews’ 39 with the Maple Leafs.  

What gives Draisaitl the advantage over McDavid? Based on his shot 
location and overall situation, he was expected to score 33 goals on his 
attempts (over five more than his teammate).  

Before accounting for his shooting ability, the average scorer would have 
been expected to net closer to 28 goals on Draisaitl’s exact unblocked 
shot attempts. But the Oilers’ forward’s finishing talent pushed it to 16 
goals above expected, which bests the next contender (Alex DeBrincat) 
by four goals.  

How does he do it? 

Draisaitl relies on this shot in all situations he’s deployed. Of his 17 
wrist/snap shots this season, nine were scored on the power play, two in 
six-on-five situations on an empty net, plus five, five-on-five and one 
three-on-three.  

So many of his shots are concentrated to the right side of the crease, as 
the shot map reflects above, only making him tougher to stop. A player 
on their off-wing only betters their shooting angle while skating on the 
opposite side of the ice.  

Puck movement before an attempt doesn’t hurt. Often times that comes 
from McDavid, whose quick and creative passing can stun defenders. 
Even though there have been efforts to keep them split at even strength, 
this season alone he has 10 assists on Draisaitl’s 17 wrist/snap shot 
goals between even strength and power-play time. Facing one of these 
players is a challenge, facing both at once can keep the defense and 
goalies’ hands full.  

Passing is one form of pre-shot movement that isn’t featured in this 
model — and maybe if it had been, these shots would have been viewed 
as more valuable. Numerous goals from Draisaitl have been preceded by 
cross-slot passes that force a goaltender to move laterally. But credit 
goes to the shooter whose reaction often is taking a one-timer when he’s 
threaded those setups.  

But even when an opposing goaler has the time to get set against 
Draisaitl, it’s still a challenge to stop his elite snap.  

Rounding out the top 10 behind Draisaitl are another nine forwards, plus 
one defender in Cale Makar. 

Slap Shots 

The Gold Standard, ahead of 2020-21, was Shea Weber and his 
powerful shot. But without his heavy blast, often taken from the point, in 
the mix this season, there’s another defender leading the way. Between 
this and last season, Devon Toews has exceeded expectations more 
than any other player with his slap shot.  

Toews may not have the most slap shot goals over the last year — that 
honor goes to Alex Ovechkin and Steven Stamkos with 12 apiece. The 
Colorado defender doesn’t even have the best expected goal value of his 
unblocked shot attempts (once again, it’s Ovechkin). But that’s the key: 
based on where he shoots from — generally, in the middle of the ice 
close to the blue line — he isn’t expected to score as often. He is, 
however, having more success than most.  

Of his eight slap shot goals, three have come on the power play. Last 
season, a couple of those tallies were set up by a drop pass from Sam 
Girard, who drew in the opposing penalty killers and slid the puck back to 
Toews at the point — who was at the ready to fire.  

At even strength, over the last year, Toews’ slap shots weren’t scored off 
the rush, on a high-speed play that would be tough to defend. That’s how 
he scored wrist and snap shots, though.  

Instead, his slappers were generally scored off the cycle, with a 
teammate setting him up by sending a puck back to the point. 

The Avalanche defender really doesn’t make it a secret that he’s going to 
hammer a slap shot, either. It’s usually easy to read a player winding up 
for a slap shot, and Toews is no different as he often scrapes the ceiling 
in anticipation of a pass. It’s just a matter of seeing through traffic in front, 
which has contributed to his goals, and stopping the hard shot taken from 
a distance. 

Our top-10 list actually completely differs from 2019-20. We do, however, 
have one familiar face who has already made an appearance in an 
earlier category, with Stamkos reaching the top 10 in both wrist/snap 
shots, as well as slappers.  

Tips/Deflections 

No one’s scored as many tip-ins or deflections as Chris Kreider’s 18 over 
the last year. The next best scorer is seven behind him (James van 
Riemsdyk with 11 tallies). And no one’s expected to score more than the 
Rangers’ left wing, either. But even with the best xG total for tips and 
deflections over the last year, he’s still exceeded expectations that much 
by eight goals.  

Of his 20 goals last season, six were tips — all but one coming on the 
man advantage. To open 2021-22, on his way to 19 goals in 32 games, 
they already account for 11 tallies — eight of which have come in power-
play situations (plus one non-power play, but skater advantage situation 
of a six-on-five). In fact, the Rangers’ winger who often plants himself in 
front of the blue paint scored six tips or defections this season before 
notching a goal with another shot type (a wrister against the Kraken late 
in October).  

The winger is so successful with tips, deflections, and redirects thanks to 
both his positioning and hand-eye coordination. Kreider’s role on the top 
power-play unit is as the net-front presence where he plants his 6-foot-3 
frame. That’s where most of his scoring comes from, as the shot map 
above shows. And while screening the opposing netminder, he has a 
knack for getting his stick in position to tip or deflect his teammates’ shots 
(or even passes) while in power-play formation. This isn’t a new role for 
him, he’s just having that much more success this year. It helps that the 
Rangers’ power play shoots the puck at a high rate this year, with Artemi 
Panarin and Mika Zibanejad leading the way in shot attempts. Kreider’s 
in a familiar position to finish those shots off.  

The key for Kreider has been figuring out exactly where to position 
himself — whether he stays directly in front of the net, or just off to the 
side in the hopes of receiving a cross-slot setup that he’ll be able to 
sneak into the side of the net.  

Those skills translate to five-on-five, as the highlight against Dallas 
shows below. But what makes him so valuable to the Rangers is that it’s 
not the only way he scores (especially at even strength). Speed is an 
essential component of the winger’s game, which leads to rush chances 
for. Strength is another that helps him battle for positioning, and maintain 
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it, in front of the blue paint to successfully generate that challenge to the 
opposing goaltender each game.  

The last time Luszczyszyn checked in, in 2019-20, Kreider actually 
wasn’t on the leaderboard; he was, however, sixth in backhands above 
expected. No player from the 2019-20 list still cracks the top 10 based on 
2021.  

Backhands 

Backhands can be tricky to perfect, but Jonathan Marchessault of the 
Golden Knights has worked it into his repertoire so well that it’s hit the 
back of the net at a league-leading nine times in the last year. A few 
come close: Troy Terry with six this season alone, Jordan Eberle 
between the Islanders and Kraken, and Zach Hyman in Toronto and 
Edmonton.  

The collective value of Marchessault’s backhand attempts land him 17th 
in the league — with Hyman, McDavid, Matthews, and his frequent 
linemate Reilly Smith all finishing ahead of him. But he’s the best at 
finishing those attempts. In 2019-20, Smith actually finished seventh in 
backhand goals above expected, though. The only player to make the 
leaderboard in 2021 and 2019-20, however, is Eberle.   

Five of Marchessault’s nine backhand goals were scored to open 2021-
22, all at five-on-five. A couple of these opportunities came off the 
rebound. Take this clip against the Senators. The right-handed shooter is 
on the right side of the ice, and he receives the puck on his backhand. 
Since he doesn’t have to switch to his forehand or shift his positioning for 
a better attempt, he can react in stride with a backhand shot.  

The ability to stick with the backhand, instead of resetting to shoot from 
the forehand came in handy against the Coyotes, too. The goaltender 
turned his attention to Marchessault receiving the pass on the right side 
of the crease, but the skater kept moving laterally and was able to shoot 
(and score) despite not turning his body back to be in a more “ideal” 
shooting position. 

Lifting the backhand makes it all the more dangerous, as he did against 
the Canadiens earlier this season. 

But Marchessault’s shown that he doesn’t need to roof the puck to score 
with his backhand. Instead, along with the quality shot location, it’s his 
quick puckhandling and release that makes it click. Having that shooting 
option can be particularly clutch because a player doesn’t always receive 
the perfect pass on their forehand with all the time and space in the 
world. It adds more versatility to his shooting profile, since he can score 
in a number of other ways, too.  
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Sportsnet.ca / How Ilya Mikheyev made his Maple Leafs trade request a 
distant memory 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – The way Ilya Mikheyev both entered and exited Toronto 
Maple Leafs training camp, who would be shocked if his critical contract 
season never gained traction? 

In the fall, the affable Russian import arrived back in town with a brand-
new wedding ring and a report that he had asked for a divorce from the 
organization that had lured him to this side of the pond — but had been 
slow to hand him prime offensive opportunities. 

Eager to squelch whispers Mikheyev had made an off-season trade 
request through agent Dan Milstein, everyone involved spun optimistic. 
Pouring gasoline into a fiery market like Toronto is never wise. 

General manager Kyle Dubas assured: “Ilya is going to be on the team 
and is going to be a big part of the team.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe acknowledged that, yes, the left winger yearned 
for a larger (read: top-six, power-play) role, but viewed that as a positive. 

“That's a great thing as a coach — they're hungry for more, they're 
looking for more,” Keefe said in September. “I believe in Mickey greatly.” 

Milstein stayed mum, and Mikheyev repeatedly said he only wished to 
work hard and help the team win. 

The player’s actions through camp backed that up. Mikheyev would hang 
around after intense, hourlong team sessions to blast one-timers and 
squeeze in bonus reps on his footwork. 

Keefe rewarded the impending free agent with some power-play time and 
top-six shifts in pre-season, adding that coveted O-zone time to his 
penalty-kill responsibilities. 

Then Mikheyev suffered a broken thumb in his final exhibition contest, 
necessitating surgery and two months of healing. His ice time and power-
play shifts were slurped up faster than a spoonful of chicken noodle. 

As the league jumped to a 30-game head start, “The Cobra” put his head 
down and toiled through the second lengthy hand rehabilitation of his 
short NHL career. 

His teammates took notice, though. 

“He's had some tough adversity, and it's great to see him just work so 
hard all the time. Not making excuses or moping around,” says 
goaltender Jack Campbell, who knows a thing or two about delayed 
gratification. 

“He just works. And as a result, he comes out and he's looking amazing.” 

Mikheyev finally made his 2021-22 debut on Dec. 14 in Edmonton, only 
to see the Maple Leafs campaign go on a pandemic hiatus and demand 
more patience. 

Well, Mikheyev has burst into 2022 like a player reborn. 

Despite seeing just 25 per cent O-zone starts skating on David Kämpf’s 
effective checking unit, he scored twice Saturday versus Ottawa and 
sniped the game-winner Wednesday in Toronto’s 4-2 victory over the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

Remaining Time -0:52 

Mikheyev lasers it from the point past the glove of Smith 

“He's been flying,” raves William Nylander. “It's great to have him back.” 

Adds Justin Holl: “Getting hurt and getting back in the lineup right in time 
for the pause isn't ideal for him. Everyone's super pumped to see him get 
on the board, and we know what kind of player he is and how good he is. 
It’s good to see him show his speed and be a weapon for us.” 

Sure, Mikheyev’s goal-a-game pace and 23.1 shooting percentage aren’t 
sustainable. But neither was his much-maligned 6.5 shooting percentage 
in 2020-21. 

In a scant 96 NHL games, the late-blooming, undrafted 27-year-old has 
proven to be a valuable middle-six asset on a contending group. To our 
eye, Mikheyev’s staggered start has only made him hungrier. 

Over the past two nights, he’s scored twice on the power-play and 
registered the game high in shots, seven Saturday and six on 
Wednesday. 

And when he does find the twine so fine, Scotiabank Arena house DJ 
Cale Granton cranks one-hit wonder Toni Basil’s “Hey Mickey” — his 
unofficial goal song. 

"If I have the chance for shot, why not? Guys tell me, ‘Just keep 
shooting,’” Mikheyev explains. 

“Of course, everyone wants to play power-play…. You can feel 
confidence in yourself. Of course, it’s good.” 

Best of all, Mikheyev — the roster’s lone Russian, since Kirill Semyonov 
flew home — has only further ingratiated himself to his English-speaking 
peers and adapted to a foreign culture. 
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“He's been incredible. It’s a really tough thing to do,” Alexander Kerfoot 
says. “Especially a team like this, where, for his time here, he hasn't 
really had many other Russian guys to communicate with. His English 
has come a long way. 

“I couldn't imagine how hard it is. But he's awesome. He handles it super 
well. He comes to the rink every day, works hard, and he's a fun guy to 
be around. You can just see him opening up more and more as he's 
gotten more comfortable with us teammates. And he's a pleasure to be 
around.” 

How long Mikheyev hangs around Toronto, who knows? 

But if the salary cap allows and the power-play time helps, the fit seems 
to be trending in the right direction. 

"He makes us a deeper team. He makes us a better team," Keefe says. 

“I don't think it could’ve worked out any better in terms of him getting 
production here early to give him a boost after such a long layoff.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Shame that Zach Hyman — returning to Scotiabank Arena in enemy 
orange and with an “A” sewn to his chest — was robbed of a standing 
ovation from 19,000-plus. 

“Toronto is always going to be home for me,” says Hyman, who plans to 
train here in the summer. “It’s reality, right? People have been 
disappointed for the past couple years now, so I think everybody is used 
to it. 

“I think [my return] will be more meaningful when there are fans in the 
building.” 

• Auston Matthews is clearly bummed to be skating in an empty home 
arena, describing the scene as “one step forward, three steps back.” Yet 
he’s hopeful Leafs Nation turns out loud during their upcoming four-game 
roadie. 

“We travel pretty well. So hopefully maybe some of these away games 
feel like home games and we can kind of get that buzz back,” Matthews 
said before the game. “Hopefully it's not too long that we're going without 
fans here because they honestly make a huge difference — and it's not 
the same without them.” 

• William Nylander is on a seven-game point streak (five goals, seven 
assists) and now leads all Maple Leafs in scoring (35 points). 

• Trusty ol’ stay-at-home Brodie (3-3–6) is riding his first four-game point 
streak in nearly four years (February 2018). 

Remaining Time -1:06 

Maple Leafs' Brodie says he's happy with effort after two-weeks off 

• Rumours of a hot seat no longer faze Oilers coach Dave Tippett the 
way they did in the early-2000s, when he was running the Dallas Stars 
bench. 

“At my age, that stuff doesn’t bother me a bit. I’ve been around too long. 
And I’m with [GM] Ken Holland, who’s a good man. I don’t listen to any 
outside noise. The house is burning for you guys. Inside the coaches’ 
office, in here, we’re trying to put fires out,” says Tippett, 60. 

“I don’t like the adversity, but things were coming too easy at the start of 
the season. We were scoring in bunches and outscoring our problems. 
And now we’re the other way.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With key players out, Oilers fall short again despite valiant 
effort 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — There is more than half a season to be played, maybe, 
for the Edmonton Oilers. And they have already had losing streaks of six 
and five games in length. 

The latest, which at least includes a couple of loser points, was a winless 
five-game road trip on which Edmonton’s Covid-ravaged lineup acquitted 
itself quite well before losing the finale 4-2 in Toronto. 

Played well, lost. Rinse and repeat. 

“Good compete, I guess it could have gone either way after the second,” 
said Leon Draisaitl. “But we’re standing here again. No points.” 

Remaining Time -0:45 

Draisaitl on Oilers losing streak: "We're not quitting on anyone" 

If you’re one who says this team has stopped playing for head coach 
Dave Tippett, your theory has more holes in it this morning than a bag of 
bagels. Missing Connor McDavid, Tyson Barrie and Derek Ryan to 
COVID-19, and Nugent-Hopkins to injury, the Oilers can’t be much more 
competitive against a top team without winning. 

They lost on an empty net goal and the two own goals, a true sign of their 
luck of late. 

Edmonton looked very much like a team at the end of a losing skein. 
They played well enough to win and came up with a big, fat zero. 

“You hope there’s better days ahead, but it’s frustrating,” said Draisaitl, 
the big German horse who played nearly 25 minutes and scored his 26th. 
“We’ve been losing for a long time now. Eventually it’s time to win, right?” 

Ya think? 

Back from injury, Mike Smith kicked a puck into his own net to open the 
game, a familiar song on Edmonton’s sheet. T.J. Brodie later banked a 
shot off of Evan Bouchard’s stick, then Darnell Nurse’s knee and into the 
Oilers goal. 

For the rest of the night, the Oilers ground out what was nearly a perfect 
road game. Alas, a late Leafs powerplay goal settled the affair. 
Edmonton had only one powerplay on the night, and with only 40 per 
cent of the top unit playing this night, it got nothing done. 

“Lots of try. Lots of push. Lots of people trying to have an impact on the 
game,” said head coach Dave Tippett. “Just couldn’t get that play … that 
gets you over the top. They got it tonight. We didn’t.” 

The old, ‘we played well but didn’t win’ thing is getting old in Edmonton. 
Their season is swirling in the tank — and you never know if we’re really 
going to play 82 games this season. 

But if you’re looking for someone to rip them apart after this effort, you’ll 
have to go elsewhere. For a team missing some important parts, the 
Oilers gave everything they had. Split the fluke goals one aside and they 
likely win this game, though we know you make your own luck in the 
NHL. 

“You’ve gotta give ‘em credit,” Tippett said of his roster. “It was a solid 
team effort in the work part, but we’re in a results-oriented business. 
We’ve got to get the two points. 

“We’ve got to find a way to take that next step.” 

They’ve now got one game in the next 14 days, and will watch 
themselves fall in the Western Conference standings as they get healthy 
for what better be a stronger second half of the season. 

As for the notion that the Oilers are quitting on their coach? That’s a 
kneejerk narrative that’s not borne out by watching the games. 

“We’re not quitting,” Draisaitl said. “We’re not quitting on our coach, we’re 
not quitting on ourselves, our players, our goalies, our team... Nobody. 
But eventually, you have to find a way to turn it around. There are key 
players out, but every team is going through that. 

“We have to figure it out here eventually.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How the Leafs and Oilers built around their stars through 
signings 

Pressure is on for Oilers, but this one vs. Maple Leafs could get ugly 

Kyle Bukauskas and Luke Fox get us set for Oilers vs. Maple Leafs, 
where the pressure is really on Edmonton to turn things around, but this 
one could get ugly as they'll be without their captain Connor McDavid, 
who's in Covid protocols. 

 

Justin Bourne 

 

The hardest pieces to acquire in becoming a Stanley Cup contender are 
the foundational ones, the metaphorical eagle wings on which winning 
teams rely to fly their groups to victory. That’s not news. Sidney Crosby 
and Evgeni Malkin, Alex Ovechkin and Nicklas Backstrom, Jonathan 
Toews and Patrick Kane, Victor Hedman and Andrei Vasilevskiy, you get 
the Brayden Point. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Edmonton Oilers both have players among 
that tier in Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Auston Mathews and Mitch 
Marner. You can quibble about how you’d rank the names that come next 
such as Morgan Rielly and Darnell Nurse, John Tavares and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, William Nylander and Jesse Puljujarvi, but the point is 
there’s no shortage of top-end talent on these teams. They’re good 
enough to be on the type of teams that play winning hockey in June. 

Despite these similarities, and being within a half-dozen points of one 
another, the organizations sit in wildly different places. Rumours have the 
Oilers kicking around the idea of a big trade or a coaching change or 
both, having won just two of their past 12, while the Leafs sit third in the 
NHL in points percentage, and on a three-game winning streak. The talk 
in Toronto is about maybe making a couple deadline improvements to 
already-decent roster spots (maybe upgrading Justin Holl in the top-four, 
or finding a top-six left winger to bump down Michael Bunting or Alex 
Kerfoot), while Edmonton’s roster issues have them seeking a full 
upgrade in net, on defence, and maybe a couple improvements to their 
bottom-six forwards. 

So with both teams having the quality names they need, why does it feel 
so much more solid with the Leafs than with the Oilers? 

I suggest we start with free agent signings. 

Let’s open both teams' CapFriendly pages and look at the column where 
it tells us how players were acquired by the team, and keep our eye to 
the word “signed.” As in, the team sought the player out and offered them 
a deal, usually as free agents (there are cases where teams extended 
players who are listed as “signed,” which is the same premise). 

Let’s look at both teams by position, with actual salaries excluded just so 
we can mostly talk about the usefulness of guys without the lens of 
paychecks: 

The “signed” Leafs players make up a huge part of their forward group, 
and they’ve been tremendously successful here. The John Tavares deal 
is how they acquired part of their “core four,” but looking at the seven 
names past him sheds light on what we’re talking about more specifically. 

I think you can fairly call Nick Ritchie a swing and a miss (he has eight 
points on the season). But Ilya Mikheyev is a contributor up and down the 
lineup (and elite on the penalty kill), David Kampf has been a game-
changer for the Leafs at third line centre in a defensive role, Ondrej Kase 
has had an effective few months (earning more opportunity with every 
passing week), Michael Bunting is sniffing 20 points in 30 games in 15 
minutes of ice a night, while veterans Wayne Simmonds and Jason 
Spezza have accepted minimal roles of 10-12 minutes per game, and 
have still combined for 11 goals and 22 points. 

Tavares excluded, that group of seven skaters has 77 points this season 
(with only two coming from the injured Mikheyev). 

Now the Oilers: 

OK, Zach Hyman, Kyle Turris, Derek Ryan, Devin Shore, Colton 
Sceviour, and Brendan Perlini. (Note the above forward group is missing 
a regular in Zack Kassian, who was acquired via trade.) 

Hyman has been great, and a part of what you’d consider the Oilers core. 
But with him excluded, none of the Oilers' other top eight scorers are in 
the blue “signed” boxes above. 

Ryan McLeod has been effective of late, and is their second-highest 
offensive producing signing with … six points. 

But none of Sceviour, Shore, Turris, Perlini, or Ryan have more than 
three points, which brings the total of those six forwards to 19 total 
points. It’s not all about offence, but I think you’d argue there’s more in 
defending forwards and special teams contributors on the Leafs' side, 
too. 

The difference is less stark after that. To the back-end, for the Leafs: 

TJ Brodie, Justin Holl, and Alex Biega who doesn’t play. 

The Leafs have two of their top-four as “signed” guys. Brodie has been a 
phenomenal stabilizer for the Leafs' top-pair, and Holl on his cheap 
extension (whoops I mentioned contracts) has at least provided value (20 
minutes per game at $2 million) for a cap-squeezed team. If Holl can 
move closer to last year’s form, he’s been an excellent signing. You’ll 
take both names as “signed” guys. 

For the Oilers: 

Tyson Barrie, Cody Ceci, and Slater Koekkoek. 

Leafs fans certainly have thoughts on the first two names on this list. 
They’re polarizing players who can do good things, at times, but are 
prone to the intermittent “brain freeze”-style mistake. They’re guys who 
were signed to play big roles, who at times make you scratch your head. 

Brodie and Holl make $7 million combined, with two and one year left on 
their respective deals after this season. 

Barrie and Ceci make $7.75 million combined, with two and three years 
left on those deals. 

I gotta believe most GMs would prefer the showcase showdown Package 
A there to Package B. 

And in net, the Leafs have… 

Petr Mrazek. Leafs fans have no idea what to think of this one I’d 
imagine, given Mrazek has been hurt and hasn’t played. But I bet a lot of 
them are concerned, because injuries were a legit issue with Mrazek in 
the past, and suddenly there’s doubt if this guy’s gonna be durable 
enough to ever be useful. Things aren’t off to a great start with Mrazek. 

But on the other hand, if you look at the Oilers… 

I suspect the Leafs wouldn’t prefer to have Mikko Koskinen (and his $4.5 
million salary, thanks to Peter Chiarelli on the way out the door). Mike 
Smith hasn’t been available or great so far this year either. 

The NHL today, more than it ever has been before, is about finding 
efficiency from your fringe players. The salary cap was always an issue, 
but it’s remained stagnant with COVID-related pressures, and so it’s 
become increasingly hard to put together a well-rounded team. You look 
at what Tampa Bay had to do -- greatly exceeding the hypothetical salary 
cap in the post-season -- weeks after winning their last Cup. They had to 
move on from their valuable depth guys because no team can really 
afford to be stacked everywhere. 

It’s a new era when you go shopping at the fringes. We have veteran 
players who can still contribute and willing to take jobs for near league 
minimum, niche talents looking for the right fit to showcase what they can 
do, and a host of quadruple-A guys playing musical chairs over the 
remaining few jobs. The trick for these teams is to not overpay for depth 
guys and find those who can contribute to your specific needs more than 
the rest of the league expects from those guys. 

In sum here, it isn’t just coaching for the Oilers, and it isn’t just 
goaltending. 
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The difference between two teams is never as simple as one thing, but 
as the Oilers flail for ways to correct course and worry about their roster’s 
fringes, it’s tough not to think how different they’d look if they’d simply 
done a better job with a few of their depth signings. Players that used to 
be second thoughts for GMs are making or breaking them in the era of 
intense parity, and right now in Edmonton, it's part of what has them 
looking so broken. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' Mikko Koskinen responds to criticism: 'I can't score 
goals' 

 

Rory Boylen 

 

The Edmonton Oilers, 2-8-2 in their past 12 and clinging to the second 
wild-card spot in the West, are nearing crisis mode. They’re supposed to 
be a hopeful contender, but now a lot of questions are being asked about 
their make-up and what they can do to fix their situation. 

The team has lacked depth scoring in this stretch, a problem that isn’t 
new here. Coach Dave Tippett’s status is uncertain as he appears to be 
on the hot seat. But the area most in the spotlight right now is with the 
goaltending. 

Following Monday’s 4-1 loss to the New York Rangers, in which 
Koskinen made a couple of critical errors including a misplayed puck that 
led to the game’s opening goal, Tippett voiced his frustration with the 
goalie. 

“It’s a brutal mistake,” the coach said. “What are you going to do? Call it 
what it is. We’re playing well, and it’s a brutal mistake.” 

“Our goaltending wasn’t very good, and we didn’t get enough pucks to 
the net to get back in the game.” 

On Tuesday, speaking to Finnish reporter Tommi Seppala, Koskinen 
responded to criticism from Tippett and members of the media. 

"It's not nice for anybody to be thrown under the bus. But this is how it 
goes in this business,” Koskinen told Seppala in Finnish. “When the team 
loses, it’s either the coach or goalie who gets sacrificed. I have to be 
better but at the same time we scored seven goals in my last six losses. I 
can't score goals. It's not only about goaltending when it comes to 
winning and losing. Everybody has to better from now on and we will be. 
We're not this bad." 

Koskinen, who’s taken on more of a No. 1 role than planned this season 
with Mike Smith injured, had a good start. He won 12 of his first 14 
games, and posted a .914 save percentage through Dec. 1. 

But as the team’s offence has dried up, the margin for error has thinned. 
The Oilers have scored just 29 times in these 12 games, which is nearly 
a goal less than expected over this stretch. The goalies have also 
allowed about a goal more than expected per game, and Koskinen's save 
percentage has dipped to .866 in his past six appearances. 

After such a strong start for the team elevated expectations, this current 
slump is turning up the temperature around them. 

"I didn't get critics early on in the season, but now it's all over because 
I've lost six games in row,” Koskinen said. “Everybody gets upset 
because in this market everything we do is under the microscope. Every 
goal and mistake is being analyzed carefully. People care and there's a 
lot of passion about the Oilers in this market. It's just the way it is. We 
have to be better." 

After Wednesday’s game in Toronto, the Oilers have one scheduled 
game over the next 12 days. It’s at that time GM Ken Holland may 
consider making some kind of move to start turning this team back in the 
right direction, whether it’s with the coach or player personnel. 

But while Koskinen is taking the brunt of the criticism during this slide, all 
the underlying numbers and on-ice indications are that this is a team with 
more than one issue. Add in some bad luck plaguing them along the way 
and it’s pretty close to rock bottom right now for the Oilers. 

"We haven't drawn penalties like earlier and it feels like the opponent 
scores on every power play right now,” Koskinen told Seppala. “We 
should play better 5-on-5 and score more goals. Goaltending has not 
been good on a nightly basis either. Like I said, everybody has to be 
better, we're not that bad." 

Tippett addressed the issue after Wednesday's morning skate. 

"The question (asked) was (about) the start of the game. The whole thing 
was taken out of context," Tippett said. "We're talking about starting the 
game. The first five minutes of the game, not giving up the first goal. 
That's what it was. Mikko made some good saves in that game. He hung 
around the game. But it was the start of the game, we're trying to get off 
to a good start. That's the part (you're) getting emotional about." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets elevating their game under interim coach Dave Lowry 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG -- When words start leading to actions, the message is not 
only being heard, it’s resonating. 

Although it’s too early to draw too many sweeping conclusions given the 
small sample size, the new coach bump is alive and well for the 
Winnipeg Jets under interim bench boss Dave Lowry. 

No, the winning has not yet reached Vancouver Canucks levels under 
Bruce Boudreau, but a 3-1 victory over the Arizona Coyotes on Tuesday 
night allowed the Jets to improve to 3-1 since Lowry took over for Paul 
Maurice. 

Since dropping a 5-2 decision to the Washington Capitals the day 
Maurice announced his resignation, the Jets have rattled off three 
consecutive victories to improve to 16-11-5. 

Seemingly with a snap of the fingers, the Jets went from a languishing 
bunch to one that is rolling, back to being one point behind the Edmonton 
Oilers (with a game in hand) in the race for the final wild-card spot in the 
Western Conference. 

Not all of the issues have been solved overnight, but the Jets are 
chipping away at the things that require improvement and attacking one 
of the biggest problems they endured during the first 28 games. 

Consistency, or the lack thereof. 

There were simply too many games where you didn’t know what you 
were going to get from the Jets. 

“We’ve played some good hockey and we’ve played some hockey that 
we need to improve on,” Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck said going into 
the Christmas break. “Our consistency is really the biggest part of what I 
see needs to improve upon. Like I was saying a little while ago after 
Christmas, teams are getting better and the teams that make the playoffs 
just continue to win and win and win. It’s really hard to gain points on 
people. We really have to find a way to be consistent and be reliable for 
each other and play that same strong game that we know we can.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Those comments from Hellebuyck came back on Dec. 21, two days after 
the Jets put together a solid effort in a 4-2 victory over the St. Louis Blues 
that got this streak started. 
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To borrow an oft-used phrase from Maurice, the Jets are back to knowing 
what their game is supposed to look like. 

On Tuesday, that meant resisting the urge to get into a run-and-gun affair 
against a Coyotes team that is very much in the race for the first overall 
selection in the 2022 NHL Draft. 

The Coyotes had scored 13 goals -- and allowed 13 -- in two games 
coming out of the pause, so they’ve proven to be dangerous at both ends 
of the ice. 

That can bring some inherent challenges in itself, but the Jets were able 
to play a mostly tidy game. 

Sure, an ill-advised turnover from Logan Stanley probably made things a 
bit more interesting than necessary after Shayne Gostisbehere 
intercepted a cross-ice pass and made it a one-goal game at 6:41 of the 
third period. 

And yes, Hellebuyck was still called upon to make some important saves 
on Grade A opportunities but that comes with the territory. 

Overall, the Jets were able to put down another building block. 

“The big thing is I want us to be a hard team to play against,” Lowry said 
when asked what identity he envisions for this group under his guidance. 
“Different people have a (different) definition of hard. We want to be a 
team that is physical, we’d like to be aggressive on pucks, we want to be 
a relentless team and that’s something that we talk about.” 

Lowry isn’t talking about routinely running the other team out of the 
building, but he wants his group to finish checks when they are available 
-- like when Brenden Dillon caught Phil Kessel in the neutral zone with 
his head down. 

Although Kessel saw Dillon coming at the last second to avoid the full 
brunt of the blow, those are the kinds of hits that catch the attention of 
the opponent. 

The Jets are not going to suddenly become a team that piles up a large 
number of hits with regularity, but they’ve got enough players who can 
take the body and make life a bit more difficult on the guy standing 
across from them. 

Being tenacious on the forecheck is another way to be hard to play 
against. So is getting to the area around the blue paint. 

While it’s been a goal for much of the season, the Jets are finally making 
a full commitment to doing that and the results have been evident -- the 
goal by Pierre-Luc Dubois being the most recent example. 

As a power play was set to expire, Dubois came out of the corner, drove 
quickly to the net and basically willed the puck through Karel Vejmelka -- 
who was remarkable in making 46 saves on Tuesday -- and ultimately 
past him on the second effort. 

“You look at it statistically, most goals are scored in front of the net. 
They’re not scored 30 feet from the net, they’re scored from six feet,” 
said Dubois, who is up to 15 goals and 26 points in 32 games. “Being in 
front of the net, it’s not always the most fun but to win you have to do 
stuff that maybe sometimes doesn’t show up on the stats sheet. Being 
close to the net, getting cross-checked, battling in front are all important 
things to win. 

“So, I think it’s a part of when we go out there, we have to know what we 
expect from ourselves every single night, and even when we aren’t 
playing our best we have to go out and know we’re going to battle in front 
of the net. It has to be part of our identity going forward.” 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

| Sportsnet's tracker for COVID-19 in the NHL 

The Jets also got an important goal from the fourth unit, a play that 
started with winning a battle along the wall at the offensive blue line 
before Josh Morrissey created a passing lane and found Evgeny 
Svechnikov for a one-timer. 

The early returns are impressive, but the biggest tests are ahead -- 
beginning with the first meeting of the season against the Colorado 
Avalanche, set for Thursday in Denver to wrap up this three-game road 
swing. 

“Whenever a new coach comes in, it’s a little while before everything can 
change,” said Dubois. “But I think we’re trying to be more toward the 
middle of the ice, while coming through the dots, defending as a unit of 
five, because it’s hard to play against that. 

“It takes the two defencemen and three forwards, it’s not just the 
defencemen’s job to defend, it’s not just the forwards’ job to score. To 
stay in a block of five is important for us.” 

That commitment to defending as a block of five is going to play a 
massive role in what type of team the Jets end up being this season. 

When the will matches the skill, that’s when this group is most 
dangerous. 

“There’s a certain way you have to get your team to play. There’s a 
certain way to win in this league,” said Lowry. “For us, we want to make 
sure we take care of our end. We will create more than enough chances. 
We will create more than enough opportunities to win hockey games.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wednesday Wagers: Can Hyman help depleted Oilers vs. 
Maple Leafs? 

COVID-19 causing havoc for Oilers with McDavid, Ryan and Barrie out 
vs. Leafs 

Oilers head coach Dave Tippett confirms that they will be without 
superstar Connor McDavid, as well as Derek Ryan and now Tyson Barrie 
in their big tilt vs. Maple Leafs, due to Covid protocols, and whether there 
was a chance this game was postponed. 

 

Mike JohnstonJa nuary 5, 2022, 3:10 PM 

 

Hey, remember all those bets you lost back in 2021? Well, to quote the 
great Rafiki from The Lion King: “It doesn’t matter! It’s in the past!” And, 
yes, while both the past and any losing bet can hurt, you can either run 
from it or learn from it. So, what are we going to do in 2022, fellow 
bettors? 

The first Wednesday Wagers of the year focuses on a light night in the 
NHL. The Toronto Maple Leafs host an Edmonton Oilers team in the 
midst of a 2-8-2 run and coping with a severely depleted roster. 

That game is available to watch nationally on Sportsnet channels, while 
the St. Louis Blues vs. Pittsburgh Penguins can be seen on SN NOW. 
Islanders-Canucks was also scheduled for Wednesday night but it has 
been postponed. 

If you’d like to make the most of a light night in the NHL, here are a few 
player prop bets to keep an eye on during the first Wednesday slate of 
2022: 

Had Edmonton’s notable absences and overall doldrums not 
overshadowed Wednesday’s pre-game buildup, the top storyline might’ve 
been Zach Hyman returning to Toronto to play at Scotiabank Arena as a 
member of the opposition for the first time. 

Hyman, who spent the first 345 games of his NHL career with the Maple 
Leafs, has anytime points odds of -125 and a modest 2.5 shots total with 
-120 odds cashing if he records three or more shots. Specifically 
targeting a Hyman goal or Hyman assist would get you an equal +200 
return. Hyman should get top-six minutes and line up on his team’s top 
PP unit if the Maple Leafs play undisciplined, so some opportunities will 
be there even without McDavid, who has 25 points in 19 career games 
against Toronto. 
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However, if you think Hyman will be stymied by his former club, then it 
may be wise to fade the Oilers forward by betting his under 0.5 points (-
103) and under 2.5 shots (-110). Hyman has only eight total shots on 
goal, one assist and zero goals in the eight games he has played since 
Dec. 7. 

Hyman's return to Toronto will be memorable but less meaningful without 
fans 

Target the Leafs forwards thriving against the West? 

The pre-game narrative for Edmonton-Toronto is essentially “this one 
could get ugly,” and Sportsnet Stats posted a tweet last night illustrating 
just how productive Auston Matthews, William Nylander and John 
Tavares have been when facing Western Conference teams this season. 

With that in mind – plus the fact Edmonton is in a precarious position and 
has allowed more than 3.8 goals-against per game in their past 12 
outings – it could be wise to target that trio. 

Matthews will be in the lineup Wednesday after missing practice Monday 
and Tuesday for precautionary reasons due to yet another false positive 
COVID test result. No. 34 was white hot from late November into 
December until the team’s schedule was interrupted – 13 goals and 18 
points over a 10-game stretch. He went pointless and only recorded 
three shots on goal New Year’s Day against the Senators, so this feels 
like a great spot for Matthews to knock off any subtle rust that might be 
present. 

His anytime goal odds are rather chalky at -145, although he’s facing 
Mike Smith in net and his 0.71 goals per game rank third in the league 
behind only Leon Draisaitl and Max Pacioretty (among players with at 
least 10 goals on the season). As more odds become available closer to 
puck-drop, you may be wise to seek out any plus-money props you find 
on a Matthews multi-point or multi-goal outing – Matthews has 10 goals 
in 14 career games against the Oilers. 

Tavares and Nylander have steep anytime point odds, both hovering 
around -230 chalk, but that’s not surprising. Both forwards average more 
than a point per game against Edmonton and the linemates both have 17 
points in their past 11 outings. Where it gets interesting is on the multi-
point market, where both are laying about +165 odds to record two or 
more points. 

Draisaitl’s +120 anytime goal odds are the only odds shorter than 
Nylander’s +140 goal odds; Tavares isn’t too far behind at +160. 

Pressure is on for Oilers, but this one vs. Maple Leafs could get ugly 

Will Guentzel extend impressive point streak? 

Jake Guentzel will look to extend his point streak to a whopping 15 
games when the Penguins, who are looking for a ninth consecutive win, 
host the Blues. 

Guentzel has 13 goals, eight assists for 21 points since mid-November, 
including eight goals in his past five games alone. His anytime point odds 
are predictably chalky at -213 – his anytime assist odds are +125, but his 
anytime goal odds are a more tempting +140 considering he scores more 
goals than he sets ups. He is also mentioned in the East players vs. 
West teams tweet above. 

If you bet that his point streak ends, though, then you’ll be rewarded with 
better than +160 odds. Also, the winger has averaged more than 4.1 
shots during his point streak and you can get a +106 return if he has four 
shots Wednesday, which presents solid value. 

All listed betting odds via Bodog as of Wednesday afternoon except 
Matthews’ odds which were from the DraftKings sportsbook 
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TSN.CA / Hurricanes look like the NHL’s best squad 

 

Travis Yost 

 

If you asked around the league for a consensus opinion on the best team 
in the National Hockey League, you would likely get a grab bag of 
answers. 

I suspect the most popular one would be the two-time defending 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning (22-8-5). I expect you would see some 
love shown to the Toronto Maple Leafs (21-8-2), Florida Panthers (22-7-
4) and Carolina Hurricanes (23-7-1) as well. The Colorado Avalanche 
(19-8-2) would draw attention too, considering their recent track record of 
success. 

Wherever you land, there’s clearly a handful of teams that have played 
their way into elite status, and they have a dominant win-loss record to 
show for it. But this is where margin of victory, or goal differentials, can 
tell us a lot more about a team. It’s not only a better capture of 
performance to date, but also more predictive of future outcomes. 

Intuitively it makes sense. Imagine playing the league’s best team and 
you win by four goals. Imagine that same game and you hold on for a 
one-goal victory late. The outcome is the same, but the level of 
dominance is quite different. Play the first game many times over, and 
you likely win every time. Play the second game many times over, and 
you are going to lose more frequently. 

The reverse is also true: close losses are much more encouraging than 
large losses because teams are a bounce or two away from flipping an 
entire game’s outcome. 

Margin of victory helps us differentiate between wins, and in the earlier 
parts of a regular season, becomes a bit of a north star. 

Bringing this back to the opening question: I think the answer right now is 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

I have plenty of time for contextual arguments about teams that have 
been impacted by COVID-19 breakouts or cluster injuries, and there are 
a handful of candidates fitting that description. But instead of looking at 
wins and losses, let’s focus on the goal differentials driving those totals: 

I wanted to isolate on the Lightning and Hurricanes because their point 
pace is identical. If the season ends as it has progressed to date, the 
Lightning will finish with 120 points, the Hurricanes 121 points. 

However, these two teams do not look to be of the same quality – not 
right now, anyway. If we asked about the goal differential pace for the 
respective teams, the Lightning would finish +32 goals better than their 
opponents on the season. The Hurricanes? A staggering +106 goals 
better than their opponents. 

So, what’s going on here? It really boils down to the singular game data. I 
grabbed the Hurricanes and Lightning, along with a few other notable 
contenders for the throne, to show how these wins and losses have 
materialized this season. Let’s look at the top contenders: 

The Hurricanes have been so good through the first three months of the 
season their current point pace is underwhelming relative to how well 
they’ve played. A team with a similar margin of victory at season’s end 
would expect to be three points better in the standings versus where they 
are today. The record has been flattering to teams like the Lightning and, 
to a lesser extent, the Rangers. These are both very good teams, but 
their margin of victory is a third of Carolina’s. 

You can hone in on this quickly isolating for blowouts – games where the 
run of play was one-sided, and the games hardly in dispute. A team like 
the Lightning, while still very good, has nearly as many three-plus goal 
losses as they do victories. Meanwhile, 35 per cent of the Hurricanes’ 
victories qualify as a blowout, and they only have two bad losses on the 
year: a 5-2 loss to the Panthers, and a 4-1 loss to the Dallas Stars.  

In short, Carolina looks the best team in the league. While Tampa Bay 
may be one of the teams vying with them for first overall in the Eastern 
Conference (and league-wide), it’s quite likely the Hurricanes will feel 
more competition from teams like the Panthers and Maple Leafs, who 
should be more likely to hold onto their winning ways with the way they 
are beating opponents this season. 
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TSN.CA / Citing losses of more than $1 billion, NHL sues insurers over 
rejected COVID-19 claims 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

The National Hockey League and 20 of its teams are suing five of their 
insurance providers, alleging the companies have breached contracts by 
refusing to reimburse more than $1 billion worth of losses due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The lawsuit was filed in June 2021 in the Superior Court of California in 
Santa Clara. 

The parent companies of the Toronto Maple Leafs, Ottawa Senators, 
Winnipeg Jets, Montreal Canadiens, and Vancouver Canucks are among 
the teams suing. While the claim does not say how much the plaintiffs 
have asked a court to award, it says losses suffered by the NHL and its 
clubs exceed $1 billion. 

Factory Mutual Insurance Company, The Cincinnati Insurance Company, 
Starr Surplus Lines Insurance Company, Lexington Insurance Company 
and Federal Insurance Company are listed as defendants in the case. 

It’s unclear why some NHL teams – among them the Calgary Flames and 
Edmonton Oilers – are not listed as plaintiffs. 

“Some cities that have a stake or interest in an NHL arena may have 
insurance coverage beyond what the NHL has put together,” said Mary 
Kelly, a professor of finance and chair of insurance at Laurier University’s 
Lazaridis School of Business and Economics in Waterloo, Ont. 

The NHL and Factory Mutual did not respond to requests for comment. 

The league says its policies with Factory Mutual promise coverage for 
the “massive losses” its teams now face due to COVID-19, including 
losses from “when a communicable disease physically alters the air and 
surfaces within the clubs’ arenas, making them unfit for their intended 
use.” 

Other insurers besides Factory promised to pay significant amounts for 
each occurrence, the NHL says. 

The NHL also says Factory Mutual’s policies included specific coverage 
for losses relating to a communicable disease. 

In a Nov. 12 court motion, Factory Mutual asked a judge to dismiss the 
NHL’s claim, saying the league “does not allege any ‘physical loss or 
damage’ to plaintiffs’ property, which is a threshold requirement of the 
coverages plaintiffs seek.” 

The NHL and its teams on Dec. 16 objected to that motion, arguing their 
policies “cover revenue lost when a government order issued because of 
physical damage within five miles of the hockey plaintiffs’ property 
restricts access to those insured arenas, regardless of whether the 
hockey plaintiffs’ property itself is damaged.” 

The NHL's court filings outline how its business has been battered over 
the past two seasons. 

As COVID-19 spread in the spring of 2020, the NHL had to cancel 189 
regular-season games during the 2019-20 season. To finish the playoffs, 
the league had to create a “bubble” within two “hubs” in Toronto and 
Edmonton. No fans were allowed to attend those games. 

“Fan attendance is a life-blood of the plaintiffs’ revenues,” the NHL's 
claim says. “A significant source of the plaintiffs’ revenue comes from 
arena-related activities, such as ticket sales, concessions, parking, and 
in-arena merchandise sales… The extra expense the NHL incurred to 
host the 2020 playoffs and Stanley Cup Final was enormous.” 

During the 2020-21 season, the NHL reduced its schedule to 56 games 
per team, down from the regular 82, “with minimal, if any, fan presence,” 
the NHL's claim says. 

At the same time, the NHL said its teams have spent millions of dollars 
repairing and modifying their facilities – adding HVAC systems, new 
physical barriers, touchless entry and payment systems – to mitigate the 
damage caused by COVID-19. 

“The hockey plaintiffs’ loss of revenue, initially from canceled games and 
then from playing games without fans in the arenas, and their extra 
expenses to get arenas ready to play and host fans once safe, exceeds 
one billion dollars,” the claim says. 

Neither the NHL nor its teams specifically detailed their financial losses 
from shutting down because of COVID-19.  

The NHL and its teams allege they provided reports of loss to Factory 
Mutual on March 13, 2020. 

On May 22, 2020, Factory Mutual wrote to the NHL that the “presence of 
COVID-19 at an insured location does not constitute ‘physical damage of 
the type insured,’” the NHL alleged. 

"Factory Mutual’s May 22, 2020, letter to the hockey plaintiffs is 
consistent with a set of 'Talking Points' prepared by Factory Mutual to 
ensure that Factory Mutual’s adjusters shunt all COVID-19 claims into 
limited communicable disease coverage, despite the realities of the harm 
caused by COVID-19 and the COVID-19 virus," the NHL alleged. 

Kelly reviewed the NHL’s lawsuit and said the league has a difficult case 
to win. 

“It looks like a pretty airtight policy,” she said. “Clauses related to a 
business interruption by communicable diseases are really designed for 
incidents like an outbreak of Legionnaires' Disease [a serious type of 
pneumonia that’s contracted by breathing in infected bacteria].” 

Moreover, Kelly said the NHL’s policy says claims related to a 
communicable disease face a $1 million cap. 

“I think that’s probably peanuts for the NHL,” she said. 

Xin Che, an assistant professor of finance at California State University, 
Fullerton, who teaches insurance risk management, also reviewed the 
NHL's lawsuit. 

Che wrote in an email to TSN that in order to win its case, the NHL will 
have to establish the damage caused by COVID-19 as "direct physical 
loss." 

"If the definition of the direct physical loss is deemed by the judge to be 
ambiguous," Che wrote, "then the ambiguity most likely will be construed 
against the insurers and the [NHL] will get the benefit of the doubt." 

Event cancelation insurance has been a polarizing issue since the 
pandemic began in early 2020. 

The NCAA reportedly collected $270 million from insurance companies 
after the cancellation of March Madness, the men’s basketball 
tournament, in March 2020. The NCAA reportedly had paid a little more 
than $2 million for insurance, which included specific coverage for 
pandemic-related cancellations. 

The All-England Lawn Tennis Club, organizer of the Wimbledon 
Championships, was also covered in 2020 with a policy that included 
coverage for communicable disease outbreaks that reportedly paid out 
as much as $140 million from its insurers. 

But as is the case with the NHL’s claims, some insurance companies 
have refused to pay policy holders for claims and many disputes have 
ended up in court. 

Major League Baseball and its clubs have filed a lawsuit in California 
against three insurers, including Factory Mutual, who denied claims over 
COVID-related losses. Several Ontario Hockey League teams are also 
suing over allegations that insurance claims related to COVID-19 losses 
have not been honoured. 
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