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Last time the Canes and Flames met, COVID chaos followed. What the matchup looks like 
now 

By Chip Alexander 

Martin Necas is one of the few Carolina Hurricanes players 
who has yet to be on the NHL’s COVID protocol list. 

It could be the result of taking all the proper COVID 
safeguards, wearing a mask and being smart about things, 
and about who he’s around away from the rink. Necas also 
knows it could be the luck of the draw, so to speak, with so 
many of the forward’s teammates having tested positive for 
the highly contagious virus. 

“You’ve got to be careful,” Necas said Thursday. “Right now, 
it just feels like it’s part of your life. It’s kind of like the flu. It 
seems like everybody’s getting it. Somebody doesn’t have 
symptoms, somebody has them. 

“You want to be careful because you don’t want to be out of 
a game.” 

The Hurricanes (23-7-1) have had a good chunk of players 
miss games because of COVID-19. So have the Calgary 
Flames, who face the Canes on Friday at PNC Arena. 

“We’ve been living this for two years, so there’s not much 
more to be said,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. “We still have maybe seven guys who haven’t had 
it. Every day, you just don’t know. 

“I think we’re doing the best we can. Is it inevitable? 
Probably, that it’s going to get everybody because it just 
seems to be that way. But again, we’re doing the best we 
can.” 

Canes COVID woes started in Calgary 

So much has happened since the last time the Canes and 
Flames played. 

Canes center Sebastian Aho scored twice, including the 
overtime winner, in a 2-1 victory on Dec. 9 in Calgary. 

Three days later, Aho felt ill and missed the Canes’ game in 
Vancouver. The next day, Aho and forward Seth Jarvis were 
placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol and went into 
quarantine in Vancouver. 

Canes forwards Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov and Steven 
Lorentz, and defenseman Ian Cole went on the COVID list 
Dec. 14. Later, goalie Frederik Andersen, forward Jesper 
Fast and defenseman Brendan Smith were added to the list. 

For Staal, the Canes captain, it was the second time in 2021 
that he had tested positive for COVID-19 — the first time 
coming in January. Fast also has been on the COVID list 
twice, and Svechnikov said Wednesday his recent bout with 
COVID was his second, adding the symptoms were much 
milder the second time than the first. 

“It hit me pretty hard the first time,” Svechnikov said. 

Andersen went into the COVID protocol on Dec. 23 and said 
his symptoms were not bad, adding, “I felt way worse when I 
had the flu.” 

Andersen returned to practice New Year’s Eve but was 
quickly needed when the Columbus Blue Jackets broke out 
to a 3-0 lead Saturday. Brind’Amour decided to pull starter 
Antti Raanta. Just like that, Andersen was back in the net — 
and the winning goalie as the Canes surged to a 7-4 victory. 
That came sooner than expected but Andersen made the 
most of it in picking up his 17th win of the season. 

“You do what you can to be as good as you can when you do 
go back in the net,” Andersen said Thursday. “I was just 
trying to stay ready. But without being on the ice, it’s 
obviously pretty hard. In that game I was just focusing on 
getting my feet back under myself and feeling confident 
again after sitting on the couch for eight or 10 days.” 

Could have been worse 

The Flames’ COVID issues have had been even more 
disruptive. 

On Dec. 13, they had three games postponed after six 
players went on the COVID list. Within three days, the 
Flames had 19 players, three coaches and nine staff 
members in the protocol, forcing the NHL to shut down the 
team through the holiday break. 

The Flames did not play from Dec. 11 to Dec. 30, finally 
getting back on the ice against the Seattle Kraken. Calgary 
won 6-4, then blasted the Chicago Blackhawks 5-1 before a 
6-2 loss Tuesday at Florida. The Flames played Thursday at 
Tampa Bay. 

Both the Canes and Flames would like to think the worst is 
behind them. But there’s no way of knowing what’s ahead, 
with the omicron variant sweeping through North America 
and the NHL still postponing games — the Canes have six 
contests to make up — and trying to rearrange its master 
schedule. 

Brind’Amour has said it’s “hold your breath every day” as 
COVID tests are done and results are awaited. “Nobody is 
immune to getting it,” he added. 

No one is claiming the Canes’ trip to Calgary in early 
December led to their COVID problems. Defensemen Ethan 
Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony DeAngelo were the first Canes 
to test positive in late November. 

The NHL has since changed its protocol to reduce the 
number of required days in quarantine, while also saying 
teams must adhere to their local COVID restrictions. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Flames 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes kick off the home 
portion of their 2022 schedule tonight, hosting the Calgary 
Flames at PNC Arena. 

When: Friday, January 7, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 23-7-1 (47 Points, 3rd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 7-4 Win over the Columbus Blue Jackets 
on Saturday, January 1. 

Flames Record: 17-9-6 (40 Points, 3rd - Pacific Division) 

Flames Last Game: 4-1 Loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Thursday, January 6. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Keeping It Out: The Canes and Flames are the top two 
teams in the league when it comes to keeping the puck out 
of their net. Carolina has allowed a league-low 66 goals in 31 
games, while Calgary has allowed just a few more, 77 in just 
one more contest. 

500 For Fast: Canes forward Jesper Fast is expected to play 
in his 500th NHL game tonight. He'll become the second 

member of the team to reach that achievement this year, 
joining Vincent Trocheck. 

Special Teams: Since these two sides last met on December 
9 the Canes have the top penalty kill in the league, killing off 
their last 22 consecutive attempts. On the other end, the 
power play has been the third best in the league, operating 
at a 35% clip. During that same span Calgary's man 
advantage ranks 24th (17.4%) and their penalty kill sits 15th 
(81.3%). 

Feeling Hot, Hot, Hot: Jesperi Kotkaniemi enters tonight with 
points in five consecutive games. Over the course of that 
stretched he's recorded one goal and six assists. With him 
on the hot streak is forward Nino Niederreiter, totaling 13 
points in his last 13 games. Skating alongside Sebastian Aho 
and Teuvo Teravainen, the Swiss-born forward now ranks 
tied for second on the team with his 10 goals. 

When It Gets Late: Keep a watchful eye during tonight's third 
period. Thus far this season Calgary allows their most goals 
by period in the final frame (26), while the Canes strike the 
most then (37). 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Jesper Fast is expected to play in his 
500th NHL game tonight. Tony DeAngelo needs one more 
assists to reach 100 in his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
black alternate sweaters tonight. 
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Weekend Plans: Taking On The Top 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Going into this weekend's back-to-back set 
of games at PNC Arena the Carolina Hurricanes will have 
played two games since December 18. 

During that time they've had six off days and held ten 
practices, attempting to maintain the same level of play that 
has brought them wins in their last four games. 

With Thursday's session being the final one before the club 
welcomes the Calgary Flames and Florida Panthers to town, 
their first set of two games in two days since the middle of 
November not only brings them a test of their own 
conditioning and ability to perform at a high level on 
consecutive days, but it also forces them to do so against 
two of the league's top teams - each with their own different 
set of strengths. 

Calgary, who the Canes last saw on December 9 as a part of 
their tour through Canada, is one of the best defensive 
teams in the league, holding opponents to an average of 
2.35 goals per game. That number ranks just second among 
all 32 clubs, behind only Carolina. 

Florida, who the group is eager for another shot at after 
spoiling their first chance on November 6, possesses the 
ability to seemingly score at will. The Cats pace the NHL with 
their average of 36.8 shots per game, which, in turn has 
translated to the league's second best average of 3.85 goals 
per game. 

"They're two of the better teams that we're going to see all 
year," Head Coach Rod Brind'Amour began when speaking 
to the media following the skate. "They do play different 
styles but they're both capable, I think all good teams in this 
league are capable, of doing whatever the game needs them 
to. The other night they played each other and I think they 
both almost had 50 shots - lots of offense. It presents a 
different challenge, but it's one hopefully we're up for. 
Calgary is a bit more committed to shutting you down and 
Florida is a run-and-gun type team. It'll be a good test for us 
either way." 

Being that Carolina and Calgary sit number one and two 
respectively in the NHL rankings in goals against, it shouldn't 
be a surprise, especially given that that number held true 
then and continue to hold true nearly now a month following 
the game, that the final result was a 2-1 score. Both teams 

kept the contest tight and at the end of the day a Sebastian 
Aho overtime winner pushed the visiting side to victory. 

However, the attempts don't always go according to plan, as 
exemplified by the team's previous meeting against the 
weekend's second opponent. What wound up being a 5-2 
defeat for the league's current point percentage leaders 
reached its final outcome after Florida was able to net three 
power play goals in the first period alone. This time around 
they'll try and limit their early trips to the penalty box, but 
even if they can lock down their opposition, both the power 
play and penalty kill will have to be good when called upon. 

"We're a really good defensive team. Our game is built on 
puck pressure and it's hard to play against," Martin Necas 
shared when asked what makes his team able to hang with 
the NHL's top-tier teams. "Team's try and do the same thing 
and it's just all about the little things that we have to be better 
at. If you have [an even] game, then it's all about special 
teams. We have to be good at that and make the difference." 

There hasn't been any doubt in regards to the Canes' special 
teams over the last month, as their penalty kill has gone 22 
for their last 22, not allowing a power play goal since 
December 7 in Winnipeg. In fact, dating all the way back to 
the end of October, the club's "PK" is the best in the league. 

As for the power play, Carolina's man advantage ranks 
second in the league since December 1, clicking at a 37% 
rate. During their current four-game win streak they've gone 
6-for-14, striking in three of the contests. 

In hopes of continuing those successes, the group is 
preparing for some more regularity to their schedule moving 
forward, which at this point entails 51 games in 113 days. 
They're ready to put the long stretches of practice behind 
them and get back into a consistent flow of game play. 

"It's not in our control, all these breaks and how many games 
we get to play, but I think it emphasizes enjoying just getting 
to play as much as you can and not take it for granted when 
we do have a game," goaltender Frederik Andersen said of 
the recent circumstances and impending schedule. "We, as 
a whole group, are pretty excited to go play tomorrow." 

Tickets for both games are on sale now and can be found 
here. 

  

 

 

Hurricanes to host Gaudreau and the Flames 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 7, 2022 

 

Calgary Flames (17-9-6, third in the Pacific) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (23-7-1, third in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -165, Flames 
+140; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Johnny Gaudreau leads Calgary into a 
matchup with Carolina. He’s eighth in the NHL with 37 
points, scoring 14 goals and totaling 23 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 10-3-0 on their home ice. Carolina 
averages 9.3 penalty minutes per game, the eighth-most in 
the Eastern Conference. Vincent Trocheck leads the team 
serving 41 total minutes. 

The Flames are 13-6-2 on the road. Calgary ranks 23rd in 
the NHL with 35.0 shots per game and is averaging 3.1 
goals. 

Carolina knocked off Calgary 2-1 in the last meeting between 
these teams on Dec. 9. Sebastian Aho scored two goals for 
the Hurricanes in the win. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho has 34 total points for the 
Hurricanes, 15 goals and 19 assists. Teuvo Teravainen has 
six goals and five assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Elias Lindholm leads the Flames with a plus-24 in 32 games 
this season. Gaudreau has five goals and seven assists over 
the last 10 games for Calgary. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 
6.8 assists, 3.4 penalties and nine penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.9 goals per game with a .924 save percentage. 

Flames: 4-5-1, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.8 assists, 3.4 penalties 
and 9.3 penalty minutes while giving up 3.3 goals per game 
with an .895 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Flames: None listed. 
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Hurricanes' start-stop schedule resumes with Flames 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes have lost just one game in the past 
month. 

That's good, but the footnote to this is that they haven't 
played much. 

They will be back on the ice to take on the visiting Calgary 
Flames on Friday night in Raleigh, N.C. 

"It's not in our control, all these breaks and how many games 
we get to play," Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen said. 

The Hurricanes have played just two games since Dec. 18. 
They've won eight of their last nine, with that stretch 
beginning Dec. 4. 

The latest layoff has come after a 7-4 victory at Columbus on 
Saturday. 

Following the gap in the schedule, the Hurricanes will have 
games on back-to-back nights -- with the Florida Panthers 
visiting Saturday. 

"It's nice to get playing," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I feel like we got a little stale here for sure. You try not 
to. We've only played two games in forever. We have to kind 
of get a rhythm going again." 

Only one of the games -- back in mid-December -- was 
called off because of COVID concerns related to the 
Hurricanes. The other postponements were connected to 
opponents' situations or the NHL-wide extended holiday 
break. 

Carolina might be at full strength for the visit from Calgary. 

"It's nice to have the group healthy," Brind'Amour said. 
"That's what every coach and team wants. That's what you 
need if you're going to be successful long term." 

The Flames have played three times this week. They fell in 
their last two, including a 4-1 loss Thursday night at Tampa 

Bay. Combined with a defeat at Florida, their visit to the 
Sunshine State saw them outscored by a combined 10-3. 

Calgary goes to Carolina hoping for a turnaround. 

"We have to be ready for a great challenge, but I think that's 
what we need right now," Flames left winger Matthew 
Tkachuk said. 

The Flames have been one of the top teams in the NHL, but 
they've hit some glitches. 

"Sometimes you learn lessons the hard way in this league, 
and I thought we learned a lot of them," center Blake 
Coleman said of the most recent loss. 

The Hurricanes had a memorable game at Columbus, where 
they wiped out a four-goal hole to win 7-4. A scheduled 
game Tuesday at Toronto was postponed based on 
regulations in Canada, so it has been nearly another full 
week without games. 

"We had some good practices," Hurricanes center Martin 
Necas said. "We have a good group. With (Brind'Amour), it's 
never an easy practice. We're excited to go out there and 
play." 

Andersen had been in COVID protocol and missed time. He 
said he was watching from the couch for more than a week 
before he was called upon for a relief effort and picked up 
the goaltending victory in the Columbus game. 

He hopes he's moving back toward being in a groove. 

"It's all about habits," Andersen said. "This week has been 
good for me. We had a good chance of getting our feet back 
under us as a group as well. ... Continue to work on getting 
back to where I was before." 

Carolina defeated the Flames 2-1 in overtime on Dec. 9. 

"Calgary is a little more committed to really shutting you 
down," Brind'Amour said. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Carolina Hurricanes and Florida Panthers Tied for Top Spot 

By Lyle Fitzsimmons 

At this point, it makes perfect sense. 

Considering that either the Carolina Hurricanes or Florida 
Panthers have held the top spot in seven of the 10 editions 
of B/R's weekly NHL Power Rankings this season, it's hardly 
a shock that the teams are sharing space atop the first 
incarnation since the start of the new year. 

The Hurricanes and Panthers each grabbed a pair of first- 
and second-place votes in the B/R hockey writing team's 
ballots, putting them ahead of a top-five pack that also 
includes the New York Rangers, Tampa Bay Lightning and 
Toronto Maple Leafs. The Rangers, Maple Leafs and 
Lightning had each spent a week at the top since the last 
time the Panthers were No. 1 in the seventh edition of the 
rankings. 

Florida climbed five spots after finishing sixth overall in the 
most recent rankings, while the Minnesota Wild took 
the biggest tumble, falling from eighth to 12th. 

Read on to see how the remaining spots were filled, and feel 
free to drop a note or two in the comments section to let our 
puck heads know where they got it right, and perhaps 
otherwise. 

Nos. 32-26: Canadiens, Coyotes, Kraken, Senators, Sabres, 
Blackhawks, Devils 

32. Montreal Canadiens (Last Week: 31st) 

The Canadiens have been outscored 14-6 in losing three 
straight since Christmas and won't play again until 
Wednesday thanks to myriad postponements. The team has 
20 players and two coaches in the league's COVID-19 
protocol, including forward Tyler Toffoli, defenseman Jeff 
Petry and goalie Jake Allen. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (Last Week: 32nd) 

The results haven't changed much for the Coyotes, who 
have gone 2-7-1 in their past 10, but the personnel might. 
Multiple reports suggest the team is fielding offers for 
defenseman Jakob Chychrun, who will come at a steep 
asking price, according to TSN's Darren Dreger. 

30. Seattle Kraken (Last Week: 28th) 

The Kraken were expected to be competitive, but 
goaltending—including a league-worst .874 save 
percentage—has been poor. "You're always hoping that 
things go right for you, that you have a chance to make the 
playoffs," general manager Ron Francis told ESPN's Greg 
Wyshynski. "Unfortunately for us, it's gone the other way." 

29. Ottawa Senators (Last Week: 30th) 

Speaking of protocols and postponements, the Senators 
have played just once since Christmas—a 6-0 loss at 
Toronto—and won't play again until at least Saturday. Before 
that game on New Year's Day, they hadn't played since Dec. 
18. In fact, they have not won a game since an 8-2 rout of 
the Panthers in Florida on Dec. 14. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (Last Week: 27th) 

It's three losses in three post-Christmas games for the 
Sabres, who are without both Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs—
two prizes from the Eichel trade—thanks to COVID-19. "The 
growth potential that we have here [is exciting]," coach Don 
Granato told the Buffalo News' Lance Lysowski. "And this is 
stunting all of that, but that's OK." 

27. Chicago Blackhawks (Last Week: 25th) 

The Blackhawks have been busy, albeit not successful, since 
the arrival of 2022—losing three times in the first four days of 
January to extend their streak to five games without a win. 
Meanwhile, a midweek deal saw Chicago acquire Sam 
Lafferty from Pittsburgh for 2016's No. 8 overall pick, Alex 
Nylander. 

26. New Jersey Devils (Last Week: 29th) 

The Devils had a marked post-Christmas boost, winning 
three straight games before dropping a decision in Boston on 
Tuesday. The bad news: Dougie Hamilton has a broken jaw, 
Pavel Zacha and Yegor Sharangovich are on the COVID-19 
list and goalie Jonathan Bernier is done for the year following 
hip surgery. 

Nos. 25-21: Blue Jackets, Flyers, Islanders, Red Wings, 
Sharks 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets (Last Week: 22nd) 

The new year hasn't been particularly favorable for the Blue 
Jackets, who were outscored 14-6 in consecutive home 
losses to Carolina and Tampa Bay. "We are in it right now, 
and nobody feels sorry for us," coach Brad Larsen said. 
"We're not feeling sorry for ourselves.” 

24. Philadelphia Flyers (Last Week: 23rd) 

A win in Seattle preceded losses in San Jose, Los Angeles 
and Anaheim for the Flyers, who will kick off a homestand 
against Pittsburgh on Thursday. Captain Claude Giroux and 
defenseman Ivan Provorov were unavailable for the loss to 
the Ducks, prompting Carter Hart to label the league's 
COVID-19 protocol "a joke." 

23. New York Islanders (Last Week: 26th) 
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It's a rare climb for the Islanders, who won games on Dec. 
30 and Jan. 1 but are now idle until Jan. 13. Multiple 
changes to the schedule mean a visit to Philadelphia on Jan. 
18 will be the only road game of the month for a team that 
played its first 13 games of 2021-22 away from home while 
waiting for UBS Arena to open. 

22. Detroit Red Wings (Last Week: 20th) 

The Red Wings righted the ship with a six-goal outburst 
against San Jose on Tuesday after losing consecutive 
games while scoring a single goal in each. "I definitely saw a 
sense of urgency from our team," coach Jeff Blashill said. 
"We didn't give them much space at all. I thought we battled 
hard." 

21. San Jose Sharks (Last Week: 21st) 

San Jose gave up 14 goals in two losses on the road to start 
2022, and they may be without defensemen Erik Karlsson 
and Jake Middleton after both suffered upper-body injuries 
Tuesday in Detroit. "It's going to be a thing where we'll even 
have to see how they feel," coach Bob Boughner said. 

Nos. 20-16: Canucks, Stars, Kings, Oilers, Jets 

20. Vancouver Canucks (Last Week: 24th) 

The Canucks have registered two wins and a shootout loss 
in three games since Christmas, extending their run under 
Bruce Boudreau to nine straight games with at least a point. 
As Daily Hive's Rob Williams pointed out, it's the first time 
they have done that since a 10-0-3 run in 2012 helped lead 
to a Northwest Division title and a Presidents' Trophy. 

19. Dallas Stars (Last Week: 17th) 

The Stars are set to return to action for the first time in 17 
days on Thursday, when they will host Florida. Captain 
Jamie Benn is eligible to play after coming off COVID-19 
protocol on Tuesday. "Will we be rusty? Who knows?" GM 
Jim Nill told the Dallas Morning News (h/t NHL.com). "But 
we've got to go win games." 

18. Los Angeles Kings (Last Week: 19th) 

A 6-3 defeat of the Flyers on New Year's Day was the 500th 
win in the career of coach Todd McLellan, who became the 
27th coach in league history to reach that number. "The wins 
are important," he said. "As people hit milestones, you talk 
about them, but it's always about the team." 

17. Edmonton Oilers (Last Week: 15th) 

As if a 2-8-2 stretch weren't difficult enough, the Oilers 
announced that Connor McDavid, Derek Ryan and Tyson 
Barrie were placed into COVID-19 just hours before 
Wednesday's 4-2 loss in Toronto. "With the way things are 
going here, it's a daily occurrence," coach Dave Tippett said. 

16. Winnipeg Jets (Last Week: 18th) 

A victory over the Coyotes in Arizona was the third in four 
games under interim coach Dave Lowry. "We want to make 
sure we take care of our end," he said. "We will create more 
than enough chances. We will create more than enough 
opportunities to win hockey games." 

Nos. 15-11: Ducks, Flames, Bruins, Wild, Golden Knights 

15. Anaheim Ducks (Last Week: 14th) 

A defeat of the Flyers on Tuesday ended a four-game skid 
that stretched over two weeks for the Ducks, who are still 
searching for a GM to replace Bob Murray, who resigned in 
November. Franchise stalwarts Scott Niedermayer and Paul 
Kariya have been added to the search committee, per TSN's 
Pierre LeBrun. 

14. Calgary Flames (Last Week: 13th) 

Calgary had scored 11 goals while winning two straight after 
Christmas, but the skein quickly ended when they 
encountered Florida and lost 6-2 to open a three-game trip. 
"There's not a postseason if you play like you did [Tuesday],” 
coach Darryl Sutter said. "That's a different level of team. 
We're not there yet." 

13. Boston Bruins (Last Week: 16th) 

A 5-3 win over visiting New Jersey was the third straight for 
the Bruins since the calendar turned, a streak during which 
13 players have scored. "I'm just happy that we're back, 
especially in the new year," star winger David Pastrnak said. 
"We've been playing some great hockey in these last three 
games." 

12. Minnesota Wild (Last Week: 8th) 

The Wild set the stage for the NHL debuts of recent first-
round picks Matt Boldy (No. 12, 2019) and Marco Rossi (No. 
9, 2020) when they were called up from Iowa of the AHL on 
Tuesday. "We're not putting them there just to see if they can 
play," coach Dean Evason said. "We're putting them there to 
score goals." 

11. Vegas Golden Knights (Last Week: 12th) 

The Golden Knights won twice and had an OT loss in their 
first three post-break games, but the run ended with a 3-2 
loss to Nashville in rookie goalie Logan Thompson's first 
NHL start. "He came in and gave us a chance to win a game 
we probably didn't deserve to," coach Pete DeBoer said of 
Thompson, who stopped 23 of the 26 shots he faced. "That's 
all you can ask." 

Nos. 10-6: Predators, Blues, Penguins, Avalanche, Capitals 

10. Nashville Predators (Last Week: 10th) 

Nashville picked up one point in its first two games after 
Christmas, but two wins since have elevated the Predators to 
8-1-1 in their past 10 and to first in the Central Division as of 
Thursday morning. "You may not win every game, but you 
don't want to lose is your identity," coach John Hynes said. 
"Our identity is there." 

9. St. Louis Blues (Last Week: 11th) 

Center Jordan Kyrou picked up where he left off since 
Christmas to maintain what's been his best statistical 
season, producing three points in a win over Edmonton and 
four more against Minnesota in the Winter Classic—a record 
for the event. "He's played really well for us all year,” coach 
Craig Berube said. "He's a really good offensive player.” 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins (Last Week: 9th) 
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It's almost go-time for Evgeni Malkin, who's not played since 
having surgery on his right knee in June. He's returned to 
practice without contact restrictions and could return during 
Pittsburgh's six-game road trip that begins Thursday. "This is 
the last step," coach Mike Sullivan told reporters. "So he's 
getting close." 

7. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 7th) 

The Avalanche have won twice and scored eight goals in 
2022, but nearly all the team-related chatter is about the OT 
game-winner that defenseman Cale Makar scored against 
Marc-Andre Fleury to beat Chicago. "One of the best goals 
of the year," fellow blueliner Erik Johnson said. "That was 
pretty sweet to watch from the bench." 

6. Washington Capitals (Last Week: 5th) 

The return to play has yielded five of a possible six standings 
points for the Capitals across three games, but more 
interesting is the historic mark they are approaching. As the 
Washington Post's Scott Allen and Ben Sumner reported, the 
all-time franchise goal differential is down to minus-5, so the 
team may soon reach plus territory for the first time since its 
first game in October 1974. 

Nos. 5-1: Maple Leafs, Lightning, Rangers, Panthers, 
Hurricanes 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (Last Week: 3rd) 

A 6-0 blanking of Ottawa on Jan. 1 was the fourth shutout 
this season for goalie Jack Campbell, good for second in the 
league as of Thursday morning behind Jacob Markstrom of 
Calgary's five. His 1.86 goals-against average and .939 save 
percentage are also second in the NHL—both trailing Charlie 
Lindgren of St. Louis among goalies who have played at 
least five games this season. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (Last Week: 1st) 

The Lightning had lost three straight while being outscored 
17-6 but bounced back with a barrage in a 7-2 defeat of 
Columbus on Tuesday. On Wednesday, the team waived 
center Riley Nash, which could be a precursor to the 
imminent return of Nikita Kucherov, who played three games 
in October before suffering a lower-body injury. "Hopefully 
after [Tuesday's game], he becomes into a little bit of a day-
to-day [option]," coach Jon Cooper said. 

3. New York Rangers (Last Week: 4th) 

A win on New Year's Eve preceded two more victories to 
open 2022 for the Rangers, and it's got some people familiar 
with the team suggesting that it could be primed for a Stanley 
Cup run. "If this was how they were playing at the end of 
April, boy, you'd really like their chances," said radio analyst 
and former Ranger Dave Maloney. "They're kicking on all 
cylinders."             

1 (tie). Florida Panthers (Last Week: 6th) 

The red-hot Panthers ran their latest streak to four with the 
defeat of the Flames, during which they got 47 saves from 
goalie Sergei Bobrovsky and a goal from veteran Joe 
Thornton, who's scored at least once in every calendar year 
since 1997. He has four goals in 19 games this 
season.                  

1 (tie). Carolina Hurricanes (Last Week: 2nd) 

It's four straight wins overall and two in a row since 
Christmas for the Hurricanes, who entered Wednesday 
having won the most games (23), surrendered the fewest 
goals (66) and posted the best goal differential (plus-40) in 
the league. Still, they are only third in the Eastern 
Division behind Washington and the Rangers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257091737.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-flames/c-329531876 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/weekend-plans-taking-on-the-top/c-329531648 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-calgary-flames-af0b3108915a43c5bd6c55c487bc7723 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-start-stop-schedule-resumes-with-flames/ 

https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2952152-nhl-power-rankings-carolina-hurricanes-and-florida-panthers-tied-for-top-spot 
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Last time the Canes and Flames met, COVID chaos followed. What the 
matchup looks like now 

 

Chip Alexander 

7-9 minutes 

 

Martin Necas is one of the few Carolina Hurricanes players who has yet 
to be on the NHL’s COVID protocol list. 

It could be the result of taking all the proper COVID safeguards, wearing 
a mask and being smart about things, and about who he’s around away 
from the rink. Necas also knows it could be the luck of the draw, so to 
speak, with so many of the forward’s teammates having tested positive 
for the highly contagious virus. 

“You’ve got to be careful,” Necas said Thursday. “Right now, it just feels 
like it’s part of your life. It’s kind of like the flu. It seems like everybody’s 
getting it. Somebody doesn’t have symptoms, somebody has them. 

“You want to be careful because you don’t want to be out of a game.” 

The Hurricanes (23-7-1) have had a good chunk of players miss games 
because of COVID-19. So have the Calgary Flames, who face the Canes 
on Friday at PNC Arena. 

“We’ve been living this for two years, so there’s not much more to be 
said,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. “We still have 
maybe seven guys who haven’t had it. Every day, you just don’t know. 

“I think we’re doing the best we can. Is it inevitable? Probably, that it’s 
going to get everybody because it just seems to be that way. But again, 
we’re doing the best we can.” 

So much has happened since the last time the Canes and Flames 
played. 

Canes center Sebastian Aho scored twice, including the overtime winner, 
in a 2-1 victory on Dec. 9 in Calgary. 

Three days later, Aho felt ill and missed the Canes’ game in Vancouver. 
The next day, Aho and forward Seth Jarvis were placed in the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol and went into quarantine in Vancouver. 

Canes forwards Jordan Staal, Andrei Svechnikov and Steven Lorentz, 
and defenseman Ian Cole went on the COVID list Dec. 14. Later, goalie 
Frederik Andersen, forward Jesper Fast and defenseman Brendan Smith 
were added to the list. 

For Staal, the Canes captain, it was the second time in 2021 that he had 
tested positive for COVID-19 — the first time coming in January. Fast 
also has been on the COVID list twice, and Svechnikov said Wednesday 
his recent bout with COVID was his second, adding the symptoms were 
much milder the second time than the first. 

“It hit me pretty hard the first time,” Svechnikov said. 

Andersen went into the COVID protocol on Dec. 23 and said his 
symptoms were not bad, adding, “I felt way worse when I had the flu.” 

Andersen returned to practice New Year’s Eve but was quickly needed 
when the Columbus Blue Jackets broke out to a 3-0 lead Saturday. 
Brind’Amour decided to pull starter Antti Raanta. Just like that, Andersen 
was back in the net — and the winning goalie as the Canes surged to a 
7-4 victory. That came sooner than expected but Andersen made the 
most of it in picking up his 17th win of the season. 

“You do what you can to be as good as you can when you do go back in 
the net,” Andersen said Thursday. “I was just trying to stay ready. But 
without being on the ice, it’s obviously pretty hard. In that game I was just 
focusing on getting my feet back under myself and feeling confident 
again after sitting on the couch for eight or 10 days.” 

Could have been worse 

The Flames’ COVID issues have had been even more disruptive. 

On Dec. 13, they had three games postponed after six players went on 
the COVID list. Within three days, the Flames had 19 players, three 
coaches and nine staff members in the protocol, forcing the NHL to shut 
down the team through the holiday break. 

The Flames did not play from Dec. 11 to Dec. 30, finally getting back on 
the ice against the Seattle Kraken. Calgary won 6-4, then blasted the 
Chicago Blackhawks 5-1 before a 6-2 loss Tuesday at Florida. The 
Flames played Thursday at Tampa Bay. 

Both the Canes and Flames would like to think the worst is behind them. 
But there’s no way of knowing what’s ahead, with the omicron variant 
sweeping through North America and the NHL still postponing games — 
the Canes have six contests to make up — and trying to rearrange its 
master schedule. 

Brind’Amour has said it’s “hold your breath every day” as COVID tests 
are done and results are awaited. “Nobody is immune to getting it,” he 
added. 

No one is claiming the Canes’ trip to Calgary in early December led to 
their COVID problems. Defensemen Ethan Bear, Brett Pesce and Tony 
DeAngelo were the first Canes to test positive in late November. 

The NHL has since changed its protocol to reduce the number of 
required days in quarantine, while also saying teams must adhere to their 
local COVID restrictions. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Flames drop second straight in Sunshine State 

 

Wes Gilbertson 
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This swing through the Sunshine State is sure to cause some doom-and-
gloom among their fans back home. 

The Calgary Flames were outclassed Thursday in a 4-1 loss to the back-
to-back champion Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena, a second 
straight eye-opener on their two-game fling through Florida. 

If backup netminder Dan Vladar didn’t keep it close for two periods, this 
score-line could have looked a lot worse. 

“Just wasn’t good enough all around, I thought,” groaned Flames forward 
Blake Coleman, who was hoping for a triumphant return after helping the 
Lightning to consecutive Stanley Cup crowns. “Sometimes, you learn 
lessons the hard way in this league, and I thought we learned a lot of 
them tonight. The last two games, we’ve gotten looks at teams that are 
going to be there when it comes to the end of the season and when it 
matters most, and now we know what level we have to get our game to.” 

Back in the 1980s, NHL squads cringed at the thought of a trip through 
Alberta. 

Although the weather is much better, F-L-A is starting to feel the same 
way. 

The Flames’ visit started with Tuesday’s 6-2 shellacking from the Florida 
Panthers. 

They were quite clearly silver-medallists again in Thursday’s battle with 
the Bolts. Thanks to Vladar, they managed to hang around for two-plus 
periods before the Lightning scored three times in a span of eight 
minutes in the third to pull away. 

“There’s nothing wrong with how we played. We just played a better 
team, to be quite honest,” said Flames head coach Darryl Sutter. 

Another contender awaits Friday in Carolina (5 p.m. MT, Sportsnet 
West/Sportsnet 960 The Fan). The Hurricanes currently boast the NHL’s 
best point percentage. 

“I think we just probably use frustration from these last two to get us 
ready for tomorrow,” said Flames alternate captain Matthew Tkachuk. 
“We have to be ready for a great challenge, but that’s what I think we 
need right now — a really strong test to see where we’re at. It’s a big 
game to see where we’re at as a team.” 

So was Tuesday in Sunrise. 

So was Thursday in Tampa. 

Perhaps, this road-trip capper in Raleigh will bring a more encouraging 
result for the Flames. 

Despite back-to-back bummers in the Sunshine State, they’re still sitting 
pretty in the Pacific Division with a 17-9-6 record and Coleman bristled at 
a suggestion that the past couple of outings might leave some thinking 
that they’re not that close to contender status. 

“I would disagree with that statement,” Coleman said. “As far as what we 
have in the room, I think there’s a lot of belief in our group. I think there’s 
a lot of guys not playing up to their potential in the last two games and I 
think if we get everybody playing their game the right way and playing the 
way we can, we definitely have what it takes to not only hang with these 
teams but beat these teams. 

“I’ve seen this team play a lot better with a little bit more desperation, and 
we’re going to be just fine. It’s time to look in the mirror after these last 
two games and really man up tomorrow for what is going to be another 
really good test for us and another measuring stick to see if we can step 
up to the challenge.” 

DAN DELIVERS 

The deck was stacked Thursday against Vladar. 

This was, after all, his first game action in almost a month, a lengthy 
layoff that included a bout with COVID-19. 

He was facing the reigning champs in their own rink. 

He was tasked with trying to outduel Andrei Vasilevskiy, arguably the 
best goaltender in the game today. 

The end-result was perhaps predictable, but the 24-year-old Vladar 
certainly showed up — and showed well — on a night that started with a 
sizzler off his mask just 26 seconds in. 

“I thought he was great. He gave us a chance,” Tkachuk praised post-
game. “The score could have been way more than 1-0 going into the 
third period.” 

Vladar had delivered 23 saves before the Lightning finally snuck one past 
him in the middle stanza, with Corey Perry converting from close range 
on an offensive rush. 

Calgary-raised Brayden Point extended the lead early in the final frame, 
and you certainly can’t blame the backstop on this one. Thanks to a 
world-class slap-pass by Nikita Kucherov, Point was left to pick up a 
gimme from the edge of the blue paint. 

Kucherov provided another dandy dish on a potting by Ondrej Palat, and 
then Alex Killorn buried on an odd-man opportunity just 14 seconds later 
as the Lightning really started to roll. 

While Vladar’s goals-against average and save percentage will look a 
little less sparkly after Thursday, his boss was impressed — not only with 
his efforts to keep the score close as long as he could but also with the 
fact he handled adversity better than he had in his last start, a Dec. 7 
loss to the Sharks in San Jose. 

The rookie second-stringer finished with 29 saves against the Lightning. 

“You knew there was going to be a lot of traffic. That’s what they do,” 
Sutter said. “Everyone thinks Tampa is this fancy team. Well, they’re not. 
They win Stanley Cups by putting pucks to the net and always having 
two or three guys around the net. You look tonight, that’s what they did. 
They wear you out. So Vladdy was really important to see pucks through 
traffic, and I think he did a good job of that. He got us whistles, which is 
what we wanted him to do. 

“I told him with four or five minutes left to finish the game strong because 
when they scored the two back-to-back goals in the third, it was 
reminiscent of San Jose. You want to him to stay really mentally sharp 
and not let one goal affect the next shift for him.” 

SCORING SHORTAGE 

Dillon Dube, once again working the wing after a stint at centre, picked 
the top shelf to spoil Vasilevskiy’s shutout bid with just over four minutes 
remaining. 

That’s the fourth goal of the campaign for the 23-year-old Dube, who has 
plenty of company on the list of Flames forwards who need to provide 
more secondary scoring pop. 

Coleman, Mikael Backlund and Sean Monahan must tickle more twine. 
Same for Tyler Pitlick, a healthy scratch in Tampa who has two measly 
points — both assists — so far this season. 

Sutter tinkered with his forward combos again, but his squad didn’t 
generate much of anything in Thursday’s loss. According to Natural Stat-
Trick, they mustered eight high-danger scoring chances, including five at 
even-strength. 

“It’s very seldom you’re going to win 1-0, especially on the road when 
you’re playing teams that have a lot of ammo,” Sutter said prior to a late-
night flight to Carolina. “You have to check like hell and do your best 
against them, and then you have to bear down on your opportunities, too. 
Two of their goals tonight were where we could have shot the puck or we 
shot and missed the net and they come back and score. Our team 
doesn’t have much margin for those percentages. You have to bear 
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down on them and you have to put pucks there and you have to score 
gritty, dirty goals. 

“You have to play, what we say, past the top of the circles. That is how 
you have to play against top teams to give yourself a chance.” 

OFF THE GLASS 

Kucherov was back in action for the hosts and you never would’ve 
guessed that he’d been collecting dust since mid-October after surgery 
on an undisclosed lower-body injury. In his fourth appearance of the 
season, the superstar right-winger finished with two highlight-reel assists 
and eight shot attempts, including one that clanked the post … Hours 
after receiving his second Stanley Cup ring, Coleman was credited with a 
game-high eight hits … The Flames successfully killed off a five-minute 
major after fourth-line forward Brad Richardson was assessed a match 
penalty for an illegal check-to-the head. If it seemed like Erik Gudbranson 
barely left the ice during that shorthanded situation, that’s because the 
rugged rearguard logged a shift that lasted three minutes and 24 
seconds … Thursday’s scrappy contest included three fights, with 
Gudbranson, Richardson and Noah Hanifin all dropping their mitts for the 
Flames … Johnny Gaudreau was blanked in Tampa, marking the end of 
his 11-game point streak in enemy rinks. He was also minus-2 — ditto for 
his linemates Elias Lindholm and Tkachuk — for the first time this 
season. 
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‘He’s been sorely missed here’: Flames’ Coleman receives warm 
welcome in Tampa 

 

Wes Gilbertson 
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There’s a long history of NHL trade-deadline additions that don’t pan out, 
countless examples of the coveted ‘missing piece’ that winds up missing 
the mark. 

Blake Coleman is one of the exceptions. 

He was targeted by the Tampa Bay Lightning in February 2020, a could-
be difference-maker for a star-studded squad that had been close-but-
no-victory-cigars in previous seasons. They paid a hefty price to land 
him. 

Seventeen months later, when he signed with the Calgary Flames, 
Coleman departed as a two-time Stanley Cup champion. The Bolts would 
have loved to keep him but after back-to-back boat parades, this key 
supporting-caster priced himself out of their salary-cap structure with his 
play. 

“I can’t say enough great things about Blake Coleman,” gushed Lightning 
skipper Jon Cooper prior to Thursday’s matchup with the Flames at 
Amalie Arena. “He’s exactly what the doctor ordered in Tampa.” 

When Cooper, one of the NHL’s most quotable coaches, mentions that 
he has a lot to say, he’s not lying. 

He was just getting warmed up, reminiscing about the move to bring 
Coleman aboard from the New Jersey Devils in exchange for a highly-
touted prospect and future first-round pick. (That swap was made about a 
week before the deadline, with the Lightning striking early to add a guy 
who had been linked to several other contenders.) 

“One thing about Blake — he was a 20-goal scorer, he played on the top 
line in New Jersey, was getting power-play and penalty-kill time and 

when he came here, he was really accepting of his role,” Cooper said. “I 
think when guys come to a team, they want to impress and it was kind of 
a weird situation, he had nine games with us before the pause and I don’t 
even know if he had a goal, maybe one. We really were trying to find a 
spot for him. But what we did know is he had heart, he had grit, he never 
backed down. So he kind of came to us with this goal-scoring moniker 
but what we found out about him is his intangibles were exceptional. 

“And then after that pause, we threw him with (Barclay) Goodrow and 
(Yanni) Gourde and to be honest, they got the third-line moniker with 
first-line status. That’s how good they were for us. We don’t win the Cups 
without ’em. So it was one of those trades that goes down how trades are 
supposed to go when you’re trying to make a push. There’s a reason he 
has a couple rings on his finger, and he was a big part of it. He’s been 
sorely missed here, but really happy for him in the sense that you get to 
watch your guys go somewhere and kind of cash in, if you will, for all the 
hard work they had beforehand.” 

Coleman scored a nice payday with the Flames, signing a six-year 
contract with an annual cap-hit of US$4.9 million. Thursday’s date with 
the defending champs marked his first trip back to Tampa as one of the 
out-of-town guests. 

The 30-year-old winger was able to briefly catch up with his former 
teammates prior to the morning skates. After hugs and handshakes, they 
watched as he was presented with his second Stanley Cup ring. 
Coleman’s wife Jordan and oldest daughter Charlie made the trip to 
Tampa to share these special moments. (Jordan, too, received some 
championship bling from the Lightning.) 

“You could tell how excited all the guys were and how he was,” Cooper 
said. “Brings back a ton of good memories, but also some sad ones with 
the fact he’s not here anymore.” 

Hours later, Coleman received a warm welcome from the fans at Amalie 
Arena. 

He was greeted with a video tribute — a mix of hard hits, spirited scrums 
and some of the eight playoff goals he buried on behalf of the Bolts — 
and treated to a standing ovation as he waved to the crowd to show his 
appreciation. 

“He was obviously a key addition for us,” said Tampa’s blue-line ace, 
Victor Hedman, of Coleman. “Killing penalties, being physical, getting in 
other guys’ faces … And that’s kind of what you remember him from 
when he played with the Devils, too. He was tough to play against. I’m 
sure it’s going to be no different now that he’s on the other team. 

“We had a good morning, obviously presenting him and his wife with their 
rings. Those are always special times, and we’ll always have that 
together. But we’ll forget about that tonight, he’ll get a good ovation from 
the crowd and then off we go.” 

Before slipping that ring — based on photos, the shiny showpiece might 
add three pounds his carry-on suitcase — off his finger, Coleman was 
anxious to show it off to his new pals. 

“It’s huge,” confirmed Flames forward Dillon Dube. “You definitely want 
one after that. You definitely want to win one. It’s pretty special. It’s pretty 
cool. He was pretty pumped about it and so are we for him.” 

“It’s special, man. It’s super cool,” echoed defenceman Noah Hanifin. “I 
think when you get to see that in person, it kind of makes you want one 
even more. When you see it up close like that, it’s definitely a nice reward 
to get after putting all the work in.” 
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Calgary's Esso Minor Hockey Week ready to roll with more than 1,000 
games 
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Cold weather, be damned. 

COVID, too. 

The 42nd annual Esso Minor Hockey Week is a go, says Hockey 
Calgary, despite all the pitfalls of the new calendar year. 

The puck will drop Friday night on the “week-long celebration of the 
sport.” 

“We’re excited and looking forward to it,” said Hockey Calgary executive 
director Kevin Kobelka. “It’s pretty much annual whenever we have Esso 
Minor Hockey Week we know it’s going to be the coldest week of the 
year. 

“But with COVID, we are doing everything we can to keep it as safe as 
possible,” Kobelka continued. “We are following all the Alberta Health 
Services and Alberta government guidelines, and we’re hopeful that we 
can pull it off.” 

That’s quite the turnaround from a year ago when restrictions made it 
virtually impossible to pull off the tournament. Esso Minor Hockey Week 
was scratched, as was a good portion of the minor hockey season — all 
due to the ongoing novel coronavirus pandemic. 

“This season, we have operated all year long under the COVID 
guidelines, and we will continue to do so until restrictions are increased,” 
said Kobelka, adding that Hockey Calgary has had discussions with its 
member associations in the lead-up to the week ahead. “We want to do 
this. We think it’s good for the kids’ mental health. We feel that we are 
not the health experts, so we are not the ones to shut the programs 
down. So if the AHS and the Alberta government are allowing us to 
continue to go, then our view is we will continue to go forward.” 

And so it goes with more than 600 teams, comprised of kids aged seven 
to 21, making up 58 different divisions in six different age-brackets — 
under-9, U11, U13, U15, U18 and U21 — at 54 different rinks across the 
city. 

More than 1,000 games are on the slate … COVID permitting, of course. 

The threat of the virus has already shut down a few other high-profile 
winter sporting events this year in Calgary, including the Esso Golden 
Ring Tournament and the Mac’s International Hockey Tournament. 

“I think the big difference between Esso Minor Hockey Week and other 
tournaments that have been cancelled is that Esso Minor Hockey Week 
is a Calgary-based hockey event only, so there’s no travel and there’s no 
hotel stays,” said Kobelka, who doubles as a Mac’s committee member. 
“We shut down the Mac’s, and the difference between the Mac’s and 
Esso was really about bringing people in from outside the country and 
the city and have them stay in hotels and put them in a situation where 
transmission was much higher. 

“We look at the Esso Minor Hockey Week as the kids are staying at 
home, they’re coming in, they’re playing, and they’re leaving. So we’re 
hoping by following the strict measures that we have, we’ll be able to 
continue to play.” 

Those strict measures are what you’d expect from these COVID times. 

Hockey Calgary is asking everybody involved to mask up, in accordance 
with public health guidelines. 

It wants fans to adhere to the reduced spectator rules of facilities — now 
at 50% for arenas with capacity above 1,000 and only 500 for those with 
a capacity limit of 1,000 fans. 

And it hopes players and their families help reduce congestion by 
entering the facilities close to game-times and exiting the buildings 
quickly after contests. 

Of course, anybody entering the facilities must have either proof of being 
double-vaccinated or can show a negative COVID-19 test result within 
the past 72 hours. 

“On one hand, we’d love to see all the fans out, but we know that’s not 
possible this year,” Kobelka said. “It’s probably just going to be just 
parents and siblings. But definitely, as long as kids are out there having 
fun, that’s the main goal for Hockey Calgary.” 

A scaled-down version of the usual opening ceremonies kicks off the 
tournament Friday at 7:15 p.m. at Max Bell Centre, just ahead of the U13 
Tier 4 South tilt between Bow Valley 4 Red and GHC A Black. 

And winners — as per usual — will be crowned for all age levels except 
U9, which, under new Hockey Canada rules implemented two years ago, 
do not keep score.  Each U9 team will play two games as part of its Esso 
Minor Hockey Week experience this year. 

“We are hopeful that we can continue to operate right through the nine 
days of Esso Minor Hockey Week,” added Kobelka. “We’ve put in a more 
flexible game cancellation policy that if teams can’t field a team, we won’t 
punish a team for not showing up but will automatically make it a 1-0 
forfeit. 

“We know that everything in COVID changes at a moment’s notice. 
When the government moves, we will move.” 
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GAME NIGHT: Flames at Lightning 
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WELL-ROUNDED ATTACK 

There’s something to be said about having four lines that can contribute, 
just ask Flames forward Blake Coleman, who was a big factor on both of 
Tampa’s back-to-back Stanley Cup runs. And his current team is lacking 
in that area. Yes, Coleman scored Tuesday against the Florida Panthers, 
but it’s mostly been the Gaudreau, Lindholm, and Tkachuk show. The 
Flames need some other names to hit the scoresheet if they want to go 
deep in the playoffs. Or, heck, even survive this Eastern road swing. 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OPPOSITION 

1. Talk about degrees of separation. Nikita Kucherov is set to return to 
the lineup Thursday. The star forward was selected 58th overall in the 
2011 NHL draft — exactly one pick after Calgary selected Tyler 
Wotherspoon 57th overall. Wotherspoon, long gone from the Flames, 
recently resurfaced as one of the names rumoured to play for Canada at 
the upcoming Olympics. 

2. More on Kucherov… the 28-year-old has been out of the lineup since 
Oct. 16 with a groin injury that required surgery. Kucherov has been 
spotted at Tampa’s skates and has been nearing a return for a few 
weeks. 

3. It has been tough sledding for the Bolts, who’d lost three in a row 
before Tuesday’s 7-2 win over Columbus. But they appear to be trending 
upwards. After this meeting, the Flames will face the Lightning on March 
10 at Calgary. 
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More Huberdeau heroics force OT, but Panthers lose again on road to 
end 4-game win streak 

 

David Wilson 

 

Thursday began with Aaron Ekblad heaping praise upon Jonathan 
Huberdeau, calling him a Hart Memorial Trophy candidate after he 
helped fuel the Florida Panthers’ perfect four-game homestand over the 
last two weeks. It ended with Huberdeau backing up the hype, even 
though it wasn’t quite enough to get the Panthers a win. 

With 28.5 seconds left in regulation and an extra skater on the ice for 
Florida, Huberdeau came through with another MVP-type moment. After 
his Panthers blew three one-goal leads and slogged through a mostly 
lifeless third period, Huberdeau delivered a game-tying goal, sneaking a 
wrist shot through two defenders and past Braden Holtby to force 
overtime in Dallas. After a scoreless overtime, Florida ultimately fell 6-5 
in a shootout, but Huberdeau’s heroics let the Panthers pick up a point 
on the road — a rarity for the Stanley Cup contenders this season. 

Although it still has the best record in the Atlantic Division and the second 
best in the entire NHL, Florida (22-7-5) have now lost 9 of 10 on the road 
and had its four-game winning streak come to an end despite scoring at 
least four goals for the fifth straight game. 

For two periods, the Panthers’ offense was electrifying, led by their four 
best players. Star center Aleksander Barkov scored twice in the first 21 
minutes — once on a power play and once on a penalty kill. Star 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad, playing in Texas for the first time since he 
fractured his leg there last year, dished out three assists. Fellow 
defenseman MacKenzie Weegar, who has also established himself as a 
star in the last year, scored a game-tying goal in the second to knot the 
score at 4-4 and briefly silence the crowd of 17,678 at the American 
Airlines Center. 

It was a back and forth contest, and up for grabs at the start of the third. 
Florida blew a 1-0 lead, then a 2-1 lead and then a 3-2 lead, and then the 
Stars (16-12-2) blew a 4-3 lead and finally a 5-4 lead in the last 30 
seconds when Barkov won a faceoff back to Huberdeau, who passed to 
Ekblad, got it right back and scored the game-tying tally. 

By then, the Panthers were out of gas. They barely possessed the puck 
in overtime and couldn’t beat Dallas goaltender Braden Holtby once in 
overtime. Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky, who gave up five goals on 36 
shots and had a costly giveaway in the third period, couldn’t stop either 
Stars attempt in the shootout and Florida fell for the first time since the 
season restarted last week following a brief COVID-19 pause. 

Bobrovsky, who still ranks among the league’s best in goals saved above 
expected, made too many mistakes in the back end. When Dallas tied 
the game at 1-1, Bobrovsky let a puck squirt through his legs. When the 
Stars took a 5-4 lead in the third, Bobrovsky tried to come out of the net 
to clear the puck himself, only to have Dallas keep it in the offensive zone 
and score a go-ahead goal with the goalie caught out of position. Even in 
the shootout, Bobrovsky got a piece of both attempts, yet he couldn’t 
keep them out of the net. 

 

Miami Herald LOADED: 01.07.2022 

1231448 Florida Panthers 

 

‘Back better than ever’: Aaron Ekblad is having a career year, just 8 
months after injury 

 

David Wilson 

 

There were no nightmarish flashbacks for Aaron Ekblad when he finally 
walked back inside the American Airlines Center in Dallas on Thursday. 
The memories of his gruesome leg injury in 2021 — the one that cut 
short his breakout season, forced him to miss the Florida Panthers’ run to 
the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs and left him with an offseason full of 
rehabilitation — feel far in the past now. 

It has been more than eight months now since the star defenseman 
fractured his left leg in a game against the Dallas Stars last season. As 
he gets ready to play in Texas for the first time since, Ekblad has seemed 
unchanged by injury. 

“It’s just another building,” the 25-year-old Canadian said. 

He was a contender for the James Norris Memorial Trophy when he 
fractured his leg last year and he’s a contender for the award now. His 
Panthers were a Stanley Cup contender when he went down with his 
injury last year and they’re still contenders now. Last season, he had 22 
points in 35 games and he’s actually even more productive now, with 27 
in his first 32 before Thursday. 

“The amount of work he put in was remarkable,” interim coach Andrew 
Brunette said. He went right at it right away and he got himself if not the 
same, I think even better ... back better than ever.” 

Statistically, it has been the case. He already has more points than he 
had all of last season and he entered Thursday with the third best game 
score value added among defensemen. He has been one of the very 
best defensemen in the NHL since the moment he returned from his 
injury and scored two goals in Florida’s season-opening win against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. He’s still far from the best defensive player in the 
league, but Ekblad is a major catalyst for the best offense in the Eastern 
Conference with the Panthers averaging an astonishing 3.96 goals — 
and a not-too-far-off 3.04 expected goals — per 60 minutes while he’s on 
the ice for 5-on-5 action. 

On the other end of the ice, Florida is giving up just 2.25 goals — and 
2.23 expected goals — per 60 minutes when Ekblad is on for 5-on-5. 

The offensive marks would both be the best in his career. 

“He just constantly improves,” Brunette said. 

For Ekblad, recovery has been a constant stream of pleasant surprises. 

He was back on the ice just 12 weeks after his injury — a pleasant 
surprise — and he was pleasantly surprised how little pain he had in his 
left leg once he was back to skating. It meant he got to have about three 
or four months of “hard skating” before he ever had to skate in an actual 
game. 

“That has made it so that I have been able to get to a certain level that I 
was used to,” Ekblad said. 

It also meant the natural progression he was making as a player wasn’t 
interrupted. Ekblad was the No. 1 pick in the 2014 NHL Entry Draft and 
should be right in the heart of his prime, and he’s playing like it. After two 
All-Star seasons to start his career and an early-career lull, Ekblad is 
setting career marks in every major possession stat and right in the thick 
of the Norris Trophy race. 

After a little detour, it’s all right on schedule. 

“When you look back on it, it was just a learning experience and 
something I’m grateful that I went through,” Ekblad said, “and don’t really 
want to do it again.” 
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Huberdeau bails out Panthers in waning seconds to force overtime, but 
Stars prevail in shootout in Dallas 

 

By STEPHEN HAWKINS 

ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

JAN 07, 2022 AT 12:18 AM 

 

Dallas captain Jamie Benn said he never felt any symptoms during his 
time in COVID-19 protocols, and the Stars exhibited no ill effects from a 
long layoff in their return to the ice after a 2 1/2-week pause because of 
virus issues throughout the team. 

Benn had a goal and an assist two days after getting cleared and the 
Stars won their first game in 17 days, beating the Florida Panthers 6-5 in 
a shootout Thursday night. They trailed three times in the game’s first 25 
minutes and had to go to overtime after giving up a goal with 29 seconds 
remaining in regulation. 

“It wasn’t our prettiest, but we got the result we wanted,” Benn said. 

“Give our guys a lot of credit for just finding a way to win. That 17-day 
break, that’s a tough thing, really is,” coach Rick Bowness said. “There 
were times we made the game a lot harder on ourselves than we should 
have. That comes from not playing and getting in the flow of the game, 
and we can fix those things. ... It wasn’t going to be a Picasso tonight.” 

The ending was picture perfect. Joe Pavelski and Jason Robertson, who 
had a goal in regulation, scored on the only two shots in the shootout for 
the Stars while Braden Holtby stopped both Florida shots to end the 
game. 

Benn was the last of 11 Stars players to come out of COVID-19 protocols 
since their last game Dec. 20. They had six games postponed during that 
extended break. 

The Panthers left their net empty and had an extra skater on the ice 
when Jonathan Huberdeau scored with 29 seconds left in regulation to 
force overtime. 

“Wouldn’t say I was overly happy, I thought we played a 50-50 hockey 
game on the road, stretches we played well, and stretches we didn’t,” 
Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette said. “Kind of wasn’t our A-
game, but we found a way. ... We were little inconsistent.” 

For the first time in franchise history, the Panthers, who had won their 
previous four games, have scored at least five goals in four straight 
games, piling up 25 goals during that quartet. 

Stars defenseman John Klingberg, who had two assists and a goal-
saving play, had one final shot that was kicked away by goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky with a second left in the five-minute overtime period. 

Benn put Dallas up 5-4 with 13:34 left after Bobrovsky came out of the 
net to play a puck. But Denis Gurianov picked it off and skated behind 
the net, drawing the recovering goalie to his right before passing to Benn 
for a shot from the other side. 

Aleksander Barkov had the first two Panthers goals, including the 
captain’s short-handed score in the opening seconds of the second 
period to make it 2-1. 

The Stars tied it again on that power play, carried over from the end of 
first period, when Benn took a shot and the puck squirted under 
Bobrovsky’s legs before Gurianov knocked it into the net. 

Holtby stopped 37 shots. Bobrovsky had 31 saves. 

The Stars scored twice in 28 seconds to go ahead for the first time in the 
second period. Robertson extended his NHL-best active home scoring 
streak to nine games with his 11th goal of the season before Tyler 
Seguin swiped a short backhander for a 4-3 lead. 

The Panthers tied it at 4 on defenseman Mackenzie Weegar’s shot from 
the right circle through traffic, capping a second period when both teams 
scored three times. 

Klingberg kept the Stars from falling behind 2-0, then got them even at 1-
1 in the span of about a half-minute in the first period. 

The puck slid along the front and ricocheted off the left post on a 
backhander by Joe Thornton, in his 1,700th NHL game over 24 seasons. 
The puck was still in the crease behind Holtby before Klingberg swiped it 
away. 

After a faceoff on the other end, Klingberg took a shot from the blue line 
and was credited with an assist after the puck went off the stick of 
Michael Raffl. 
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Texas Shootout: Dallas Stars 6, Florida Panthers 5 (SO) 

 

Published 6 hours ago on January 6, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

The Dallas Stars ended the four-game winning streak of the Florida 
Panthers in a wild game in which Jonathan Huberdeau forced overtime 
with a wristshot in the final minute. 

Florida ended up being shutout in its two shootout attempts and lost 6-5. 

The Panthers have now lost nine of its past 10 road games and dropped 
to 4-4-5 away from Sunrise. 

Florida had outscored its opponents 24-10 during the four-game (home) 
winning streak as the team has not won a road game since Dec. 10 in 
Arizona. 

Joe Thornton, 42, was honored during the game for playing in his 1,700th 
NHL game, sixth all-time. 

Thornton is now 31 games away from tying Ron Francis for fifth and 33 
away from Jaromir Jagr for fourth. 

2022 has started with a bang! 

Dallas, which had not played since Dec. 20, would not be outdone in the 
offensive side of the game. 

Florida took the initial lead on Barkov’s first of the night, a power play 
slapshot from the high slot on a nice pass from Jonathan Huberdeau at 
8:28. 

The Panthers had a number of high-end scoring chances on Braden 
Holtby in the opening period — including ones from Carter Verhaeghe, 
Thornton and Maxim Mamin — but the Stars were able to tie it up at 
12:53 when Michael Raffl posted up Radko Gudas and deflected a John 
Klingberg shot. 
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The two teams then went on to combine for six goals in the second 
period as the lead went back-and-forth. 

Barkov made it 2-1 on a shorthanded goal 18 seconds into the period, 
driving in on Holtby and scoring off a nice forehand-backhand move. 

Then it was Denis Gurianov deflecting a Jamie Benn shot to end that 
power play chance at 1:46. 

Florida made it 3-2 on Patric Hornqvist’s deflection of a Gus Forsling shot 
only to see Roope Hintz deflect a shot at 13:10 to tie it. 

Dallas got its first lead of the night by scoring twice in a span of 28 
seconds. 

After Hintz scored, Gurianov picked a loose puck from Huberdeau at the 
top of the Florida zone and fed Tyler Seguin down low. 

The Panthers were not done, MacKenzie Weegar scoring with 2:43 left in 
the period as his shot squeezed inside the right post as Hornqvist played 
blocker. 

Dallas retook the lead at 6:24 of the third when Sergei Bobrovsky came 
way out to play a puck and Gurianov picked it off. 

He fed it to Benn, who scored as Bobrovsky was late getting into 
position. 

For the final two-plus minutes of regulation, Florida kept the puck deep in 
the Dallas zone and finally tied it with the empty net when Huberdeau 
scored with 28.5 seconds remaining. 

Huberdeau’s goal came on a wicked wristshot from the top of the left 
circle that beat Holtby on Florida’s 42nd shot of the night. 

Both teams had numerous chances in the overtime session but failed to 
get anything through. 

In the shootout, Huberdeau and Anton Lundell were stopped as Dallas 
scored on both of its offerings. 
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Florida Panthers Pregame: Aaron Ekblad returns to Dallas 

 

Published 12 hours ago on January 6, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

Florida Panthers star defenseman Aaron Ekblad suffered a gruesome 
ankle injury the last time he played in Dallas back on March 28. On 
Thursday, Ekblad and the Panthers return to face the Stars but he says 
this is “just another building.” 

And, Ekblad is as good as he ever was. 

Perhaps better. 

”The amount of work he put in was remarkable,” Andrew Brunette said. 
“It’s a tribute to him. He  went right back at it right away and he put 
himself if not the same, but even better. He constantly improves. He is 
such a hard-working guy off the ice, he has really grown into that over the 
years. Tribute to him for coming back better than ever.” 

The injury was not pretty to see happen and left Ekblad with months of 
rehab. 

2022 has started with a bang! 

”It was obviously a long summer,” Ekblad said. “I was able to be back on 
the ice 12 weeks after the injury and then I had two months of hard 
skating — maybe more actually — before I played a game. That was 
huge for me, and I needed it. It has made it so I have been able to get to 
a certain level that I am used to.” 

With 11:02 left in the second period, Ekblad chased down a puck toward 
the half wall, turned and was hit. 

It appeared his skate was caught in the small gap between the ice and 
the half boards, the impact of the hit taken by his left leg. 

Ekblad immediately hit the ice clutching his leg and was in considerable 
pain. 

The game was stopped as soon as officials saw him writhing on the ice 
and, not long after Florida’s medical staff got to him, local EMTs came 
onto the ice with a wheeled stretcher. 

Players from both teams gathered around Ekblad although some, like 
close friend Keith Yandle, were unable to watch. 

”You see your teammate, your friend on the ice, that’s never easy,” 
Yandle said after the game. “Whether it is a guy on your team or on the 
other team, it is tough to see that.” 

Said Jonathan Huberdeau: “You hear him scream and it must have hurt 
so bad. It kind of gets you. He is a great guy, a great teammate. It sucks. 
It’s part of the game … I didn’t see it (happen) and I don’t really want to 
see it. It’s a tough play and it’ll be tough to be without him. We will be 
there for him and we will support him.” 

Ekblad was stabilized on the ice and gave a wave as he was carted off. 

Thursday, he returns to the same rink he was hurt on. 

He said there were placed in the arena he noticed “here and there” but it 
doesn’t bother him. 

“It’s just another building,” he said. “I took a puck to the face in Ottawa 
and I don’t really look back at it as anything crazy. It was a long recovery 
and I am just glad to be back where I am, happy to be playing here 
again.” 

Morning Skate Updates 

Sergei Bobrovsky gets the start on Thursday with Jonas Johansson 
backing up with Spencer Knight on the Covid list. 

Brunette said he is comfortable calling Johansson’s name if he needs to 
play — even though he has not played since joining the Panthers last 
month. “I don’t think we would have brought him in if we didn’t think he 
could do the job,” Brunette said. 

Sam Reinhart and Mason Marchment remain out of the lineup due to 
Covid protocols. 

Sam Bennett serves the second of this three-game suspension but 
traveled with the team and practiced on Thursday. 

Only one lineup change from Tuesday: Defenseman Olli Juolevi, off the 
Covid list, replaces Lucas Carlsson. 
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GameDay 34: Lines, Betting Odds for Panthers at Stars 

 

Published 18 hours ago on January 6, 2022 

By George Richards  
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There is no doubt the Florida Panthers know how to win at home. 
Starting tonight against the Dallas Stars, they need to start figuring out 
how to win on the road. 

The Panthers boast the best home record in the NHL at 18-3, their play 
in Sunrise a huge reason why they are sitting a point behind the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in the NHL standings. 

Going into Thursday’s game, the Panthers have lost eight of their past 
nine road games — their only win coming against the Coyotes out in 
Glendale. 

“It’s fun to play at home. You come out ready and we have energy and 
now we have to bring that on the road,’’ Patric Hornqvist said Tuesday 
night. 

“We have to play with a little more confidence on the road and I think this 
road trip here coming up is a good test for us. We just have to go out 
there and earn it and play the right way with a little swagger.” 

2022 has started with a bang! 

Of course, things are not as dire as they sound. 

The Panthers have only played 12 road games this season and have 
points in eight of them with four wins. 

Only that means Florida has a lot of road games left on this schedule. 

Packing up some of that Sunrise Mojo — whatever that may be — would 
certainly help. 

— The Panthers head into the game riding a four-game winning streak. 
Of course, all of those wins came at home. 

Get FHN+ today! 

Florida outscored its opponents 24-10 in those games, setting a 
franchise record. 

— Florida will be without backup goalie Spencer Knight after he joined 
the team’s growing Covid list.  

Per Steve Goldstein, neither Sam Reinhart nor Mason Marchment were 
on the ice Thursday so they remain in protocol. Sam Bennett, suspended 
for the following two games, traveled and is practicing with the team. 
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Penguins deal Flyers their fourth straight loss, 6-2 

The shorthanded Flyers were no match for Pittsburgh, which won its 10th 
straight. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Ravaged by COVID-19 and injuries, the Flyers and their taxi squad-
bolstered roster seemingly needed a miracle to overcome the red-hot 
Pittsburgh Penguins, who entered Thursday night’s game on a nine-
game winning streak. 

That miracle never came. 

After allowing three unanswered goals in the first period at the hands of 
Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel, the Flyers could never claw their way into 
a game that saw the Penguins emerge victorious, 6-2, at the Wells Fargo 
Center. Regardless of who’s in the lineup, one of the Flyers’ fatal flaws 

this season has been giving up the first goal. When their opponents 
score first, the Flyers’ are 2-13-2. 

“I thought we had an OK start,” interim head coach Mike Yeo said. “And 
then next thing you know, they score a goal. It was just after that, it was 
like whether we didn’t believe that we could win or whatever the case 
was, we were not good enough.” 

Flyers goaltender Carter Hart reacts to a shot by Pittsburgh Penguins 
defenseman Mike Matheson during the second period. 

After a sluggish first period, the Flyers seemed revitalized in the second 
after a failed power-play opportunity led to a Cam Atkinson goal. Derick 
Brassard, appearing in his first game since Dec. 8, had a couple of prime 
scoring chances late in the second period, but Penguins goalie Tristan 
Jarry denied both. 

The Penguins poured on the pressure in the third, scoring three straight 
goals to seal the Flyers’ fate. After a seven-game point streak from Dec. 
10 to Dec. 30, the Flyers have lost their last four games. 

“We can look at where we’re at right now in the season and we can just 
sort of accept our fate for the rest of the way and say maybe it’s not our 
year,” Yeo said. “Bad luck. This and that. And you can do the same thing 
in a game, or you can fight. 

“There’s gonna be times where maybe you don’t get the result that you’re 
looking for, but you’re gonna go down swinging if that’s the case. And I 
didn’t think we did that tonight.” 

Pivotal penalty kill 

More than halfway through the first period with the game scoreless, 
winger Morgan Frost was called for holding Dominik Simon’s stick in the 
Flyers’ zone. The penalty came after the Penguins started to build some 
offensive momentum, peppering a couple of shots on goal and firing one 
wide in the moments before. The Flyers would be tasked with killing the 
Penguins’ first man advantage of the night without crucial penalty killers 
Ivan Provorov and Travis Sanheim, as well as face-off expert Claude 
Giroux, who are all in COVID-19 protocols. 

That effort proved to be a steep challenge, as the first four Flyers penalty 
killers — Atkinson, Cam York, Patrick Brown, and Justin Braun — 
couldn’t clear their own zone. Sidney Crosby flung a pass from the right 
corner back to Kris Letang at the point, who found Bryan Rust at the goal 
line for an easy shot past Carter Hart. That penalty-kill unit was on the ice 
for nearly a minute, culminating in the goal that put the Penguins up, 1-0. 
Once the Penguins got the first one, the floodgates opened, as they 
scored two more unanswered goals in a span of four minutes. When the 
Flyers are trailing after one period this season, they are 1-11. 

“We go down by a goal,” Atkinson said. “It shouldn’t be panic mode. 
Whether you score a goal or get scored on, that next shift is the most 
important to set the tone and try to get the momentum or maintain the 
momentum. Obviously, they have a good power play. We didn’t do the 
job. But that doesn’t mean we need to start cheating and looking for 
chances and stuff like that.” 

Bryan Rust in 2022: 

January 2: Three goals, two assists 

January 5: Two goals, one assist 

January 6: Two goals... so far 

Here's the first one of the night   pic.twitter.com/FK9KraWFs2 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) January 7, 2022 

Power play can’t capitalize 

Less than five minutes into the second period down three goals, the 
Flyers went on the power play for the second time. For all two minutes of 
the minor, the Flyers managed to keep their top unit of power-play 
regulars — including Kevin Hayes, Atkinson, Joel Farabee, James van 
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Riemsdyk, and Keith Yandle — out on the ice. The five-man group 
couldn’t manage a single shot on goal, with two of Yandle’s shots 
blocked and one each by Hayes and Farabee fired wide of the net. 

Farabee also fanned on a shot and lost the puck once at the blue line. In 
their last five games, the Flyers have gone 2-for-15 on the power play for 
a 13.3% success rate. With their second unit filled with first-timers to the 
Flyers’ power play, including Zack MacEwen and Cam York, the team 
needed more from its regulars. 

Atkinson-Farabee connection 

After the second-period penalty expired, Farabee went up the tunnel and 
obliterated his stick on a series of whacks against the wall. He returned 
to the bench moments later, brand new stick in hand. Perhaps it was the 
newfound energy of the fresh twig, or more likely, it was the momentum 
created by preceding five-on-five scoring opportunities he generated with 
linemates Atkinson and Scott Laughton, but Farabee quickly shook off 
the blunders of the power play. 

Laughton won a battle for the puck along the boards in the Flyers’ zone, 
knocking it free into the neutral zone for Farabee to collect. A two-on-one 
rush developed between Farabee and Atkinson, and Farabee fed 
Atkinson for a one-timer past Jarry to cut the Penguins’ lead to two. 
Atkinson now has 10 points in his last eight games (five goals, five 
assists). Farabee has been very consistent since returning from a 
shoulder injury on Dec. 18, registering six points (three goals, three 
assists) in his last six games. 

That's one and Cam's got the crowd going.#PITvsPHI | #BringItToBroad 
pic.twitter.com/Etv5Rriqds 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) January 7, 2022 

What’s next 

The Flyers continue their three-game homestand on Saturday when they 
face off against the San Jose Sharks at 7 p.m. (NBC Sports 
Philadelphia). 
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Derick Brassard returns to a Flyers lineup full of holes after a major 
COVID-19 outbreak 

The Flyers are missing several players ahead of Thursday's game 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, including Claude Giroux and Ivan 
Provorov. 

Derick Brassard shoots at goalie Carter Hart during the Flyers morning 
skate ahead of their game against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday, 
Jan. 6, 2022. Brassard had been out with a hip injury. 

 

by Giana Han 

 

In a perfect world, coach Mike Yeo would have watched Derick Brassard 
go through a practice before playing him in a game. But the world is far 
from perfect, and the Flyers have lost the luxury of time. 

The Flyers are heading into Thursday’s game game against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins missing nine players because of COVID-19 
protocols and injuries. They “don’t have the bodies,” so Brassard will be 
thrown out there on the second line despite not having participated in a 
practice run by Yeo. 

Brassard, who has been out with a hip injury, has been at morning 
skates, but the last time he practiced, Alain Vigneault was the coach. He 
was close to returning but went into COVID-19 protocols ahead of the 

Flyers’ holiday trip. Once he came out, the Flyers decided it would be 
best for him to wait out the trip before returning to the team. Luckily, Yeo 
said, Brassard has been skating on his own, so he’s not completely 
unprepared. 

“Kjell Samuelsson was doing a good job putting him through the paces 
back here and I know the skates were challenging for him,” Yeo said. 
“The good thing is that he is a player that plays with his head a lot, too. I 
don’t expect it to be a real difficult transition for him. I think he’ll get in 
there quickly and find his game.” 

At Thursday’s morning skate, Brassard worked on a line with Morgan 
Frost and James van Riemsdyk. Before his injury, Brassard had mostly 
played center, but he was on the left with Frost in the center. Like Yeo, 
van Riemsdyk thinks he’ll transition back well since he’s “an extremely 
smart and skilled player,” and they have chemistry. 

Brassard’s return comes the day after top-line forward Travis Konecny 
and defenseman Travis Sanheim were placed in COVID-19 protocols. 
While on the West Coast, forward Claude Giroux and defenseman Ivan 
Provorov tested positive on Jan. 4, and defenseman Nick Seeler and 
forward Jackson Cates entered on Jan. 3. Top-line center Sean Couturier 
and top-pair defenseman Ryan Ellis are both out of quarantine, but they 
have not returned because of injuries. Forward Nate Thompson is also 
still out with an injury suffered Nov. 26. 

The last time Yeo spoke with all the players in COVID-19 protocols, they 
all said they were asymptomatic and feeling fine. Those who tested 
positive on the West Coast safely returned to Philadelphia Thursday. 

Flyers lines/pairs at morning skate 

Farabee-Laughton-Atkinson 

Brassard-Frost-van Riemsdyk 

Bunnaman-Hayes-Willman 

Lindblom-Brown-MacEwen 

York-Braun 

Zamula-Ristolainen 

Yandle-Connauton 

— Olivia Reiner (@ReinerOlivia) January 6, 2022 

With so many absences, lots of players have been called to step up. 
Rather than get frustrated about the situation, van Riemsdyk said they’re 
trying to focus on the positives while trusting that the people making 
decisions are keeping it “relatively fair across the board. 

“It’s good opportunities for guys to play an expanded role or to get a 
chance to show what they can do,” van Riemsdyk said. 

Connor Bunnaman and Egor Zamula are the Flyers’ latest callups. 

Egor Zamula waits to receive a pass during the Flyers morning skate 
ahead of their game against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday, Jan. 
6, 2022. Zamula was called up for the first time this season. 

Egor Zamula waits to receive a pass during the Flyers morning skate 
ahead of their game against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday, Jan. 
6, 2022. Zamula was called up for the first time this season.Giana Han 

Poised for a debut 

With two defensemen down with COVID-19 and one out with an injury, 
Zamula came up from the Lehigh Valley Phantoms for his Flyers season 
debut and his third career NHL game. 

Although Zamula hasn’t skated with the Flyers since training camp, he 
showed presence and poise Thursday, which impressed the veterans. 

“He seems to just really know how to play the game,” van Riemsdyk said. 
“So I think that’s the biggest thing that jumps out about him.” 
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Yeo said he has heard good things about Zamula’s performance with the 
Phantoms, and believes he’s seen the characteristics of a good 
defenseman in him. Yeo also said Zamula has poise, as well as size, 
skating ability, and a good range and reach with his stick. Zamula is still 
missing the strength to compete needed at the NHL level, but Yeo thinks 
that’s something he’ll develop. 

Zamula will be skating on the second pair with Rasmus Ristolainen, who 
was helping him and directing him through morning skate. The Flyers 
expect the Penguins will challenge him on the forecheck and will jump on 
any execution errors. 

“They’re gonna get on you,” Yeo said. “For you to be able to relieve that 
pressure, to get out of your zone, whether it’s to get off the ice or to get 
on the attack and he has certainly shown an awful lot of that ability, so 
that’s [what] we’ll be looking for from him tonight.” 

Breakaways 

The Flyers play the Penguins at 7 p.m. at Wells Fargo Center. They are 
coming off their holiday trip, which they finished 1-2-1. ... With so many 
absences, the Flyers had to rework the power play units in addition to the 
lines. Keith Yandle is the point on the top unit. Van Riemsdyk is net front, 
Cam Atkinson is in the slot, Kevin Hayes is on the left and Joel Farabee 
is on the right. The second unit is Zack MacEwen (net front), Oskar 
Lindblom (slot), Cam York (point), Frost (left), and Brassard (right). 
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Flyers prospect profile: Scouting 19-year-old ‘Swiss Army knife’ Elliot 
Desnoyers 

“He’s got that really solid defensive base that allows him to have 
success, but then he’s still able to put up points at a pretty solid clip. He’s 
a guy that I think can be an impact player.” 

Elliot Desnoyers, who is rumored to be on the trade block in the QMJHL, 
has 36 points in 23 games this season for Halifax. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

 

Starting on Dec. 26, the 2022 World Junior Championship promised to be 
a showcase of the best under-20 men’s talent in the world, which 
included three Flyers prospects — defenseman Emil Andrae (Sweden), 
forward Elliot Desnoyers (Canada), and defenseman Brian Zanetti 
(Switzerland). 

However, the COVID-19 pandemic led the International Ice Hockey 
Federation to cancel the tournament just three days after its onset. 
Regardless of the World Juniors’ cancellation, we asked members of the 
Flyers organization, front-office members from the players’ current 
teams, and other scouting experts to analyze the games of Andrae, 
Desnoyers, and Zanetti. 

For the final installment of this three-part series, here’s an in-depth look 
at Flyers prospect Elliot Desnoyers: 

Elliot Desnoyers, Canada 

Bio 

Age: 19 

Height: 5-foot-11 

Weight: 172 pounds 

Position: Forward 

Shoots: Left 

Club: Halifax Mooseheads (QMJHL) 

Drafted: 2020 Round 5, No. 135 overall 

Overview 

Desnoyers spent his first two major junior hockey seasons with the 
powerhouse Moncton Wildcats (23 goals, 43 assists in 122 games). As a 
young player, Desnoyers didn’t receive as much ice time or as many 
special-teams responsibilities as his older teammates. However, Flyers 
assistant general manager Brent Flahr said former Wildcats coach John 
Torchetti was “adamant” that the team keep tabs on the budding 
centerman. 

A few months before the Flyers drafted Desnoyers, the Halifax 
Mooseheads acquired him via trade on June 3, 2020. 

“We were at a stage in our cycle where we hosted the Memorial Cup in 
2019 and then after many championship runs, you have to sort of reset 
and rebuild and we had to part ways with some of our top-end players to 
start that rebuild and came the trade with Moncton,” Mooseheads head 
coach Sylvain Favreau said. “We knew that Elliot was one of the targeted 
players there that we wanted to build around him here in Halifax.” 

With newfound minutes and power-play opportunities, Desnoyers put his 
offensive abilities on display with the Mooseheads in 2020-21 (21 goals, 
28 assists in 37 games). Before the World Juniors, Desnoyers was 
following up his breakout season with another impressive performance 
(16 goals, 20 assists in 23 games). For Team Canada, Desnoyers slotted 
in as the fourth-line center and finished the abbreviated tournament with 
three assists through two games. 

“He’s such a determined kid,” Flahr said. “Whatever role you give him, 
he’s excited. Playing here for Team Canada, whether he’s a fourth-line 
center or a third winger, whatever he is, he’s excited for the opportunity. I 
know the coaches appreciate that.” 

Strengths 

The World Juniors served as a preview of the role that Desnoyers can 
play down the line at the pro level — “a bottom-six energy guy that 
provides some scoring depth,” Daily Faceoff NHL draft and prospects 
analyst Chris Peters said. But aside from using his “good shot” as a goal 
scorer at the QMJHL level, Peters noted that Desnoyers’ usage in 
defensive situations, including on the penalty kill, makes him a versatile, 
valuable player. 

“I really do think that the reason that he’s gonna have success is his play 
away from the puck,” Peters said.”It’s his ability to anticipate and then 
also to put pressure on an opposing player with closing fast and things 
like that, really do help him have that edge to make it.” 

Similarly, Flahr described Desnoyers as a Swiss Army knife, capable of 
playing multiple roles on both sides of the puck. 

“Details are really good on the defensive side of things,” Flahr said. “He’s 
just a relentless worker. He’s around the blue paint and he gets dirty 
goals. He can make plays when you need it. He’ll finish checks. He’ll do 
a little bit of everything, that’s probably the best way to describe him.” 

Areas of improvement 

Next season, Desnoyers will turn pro and likely play with the Phantoms. 
According to Peters, as Desnoyers works toward taking the next step in 
his career, he must continue to build strength in an effort to handle 
playing against grown men in the AHL. 

“There’s a transition to the AHL, which is his most likely next destination, 
is kind of something that you’ll have to monitor and see: Is he strong 
enough?” Peters said. “Do the things that work for him in junior work for 
him at the pro level? Because of the fact that he is so good as a two-way 
player and has some physicality and some jam and some jump to his 
game, all those things should really help him transition pretty easily.” 

Of the three Flyers prospects at the World Juniors, Flahr said he believes 
Desnoyers will be able to make the most immediate impact on the Flyers 
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organization. By tacking on strength, Desnoyers will be able to enhance 
his quickness on the ice. 

“The pace of play at the NHL level is high and I think he’s come a long 
ways, but I do think like any young player, he’ll need to gain a step,” 
Flahr said. “I think he’s on the right path.” 

Player comparison 

Peters compared Desnoyers to Tampa Bay Lightning center Anthony 
Cirelli, who has established himself as a solid two-way forward in the 
NHL. Desnoyers, Peters said, figures to play a similar role in his pro 
career. 

“He’s got that really solid defensive base that allows him to have 
success, but then he’s still able to put up points at a pretty solid clip and 
he’s more than just scoring depth,” Peters said. “He’s a guy that I think 
can be an impact player.” 
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Tonight’s Flyers-Penguins game won’t air on NBC Sports Philadelphia 

Penguins-Flyers is one of four Philadelphia games currently scheduled to 
stream exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu. 

 

by Rob Tornoe 

 

If you don’t subscribe to a streaming service, you won’t be able to watch 
Thursday’s Flyers game on TV. 

To look at it another way: You won’t need a cable subscription to watch 
Philadelphia take the ice. 

The matchup between the Flyers and the Pittsburgh Penguins won’t air 
on NBC Sports Philadelphia, and it isn’t being carried by ESPN or TNT. 
It’s streaming exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu as part of the network’s 
new TV deal with the NHL. 

It’s one of 75 NHL games scheduled to stream exclusively on the two 
Disney-owned streaming platforms this season. The Flyers have three 
more games scheduled to stream exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu. They 
are: 

Jan. 18 vs. the New York Islanders at 7 p.m. (rescheduled from Nov. 30) 

March 24 at the St. Louis Blues at 8 p.m. 

April 25 at the Chicago Blackhawks at 8 p.m. 

The Flyers’ Dec. 21 game against the Washington Capitals was 
scheduled to also stream exclusively on ESPN+ and Hulu, but was 
postponed due to COVID-19. That game has yet to be rescheduled. 

The good news is you can sign up for a free trial for Hulu. Otherwise, a 
subscription costs $6.99 a month for either Hulu or ESPN+. There’s also 
a bundle that features ESPN+, Hulu, and Disney+ for $13.99 a month. 

Calling the game for ESPN is play-by-play announcer John Buccigross 
alongside analyst Ray Ferraro and Emily Kaplan, who will report from 
between the benches. Linda Cohn and Mark Messier will handle things in 
the studio. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Philadelphia Flyers 

When: Thursday, Jan. 6 

Where: Wells Fargo Center, Philadelphia 

Start Time: 7 p.m. 

Announcers: John Buccigross, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan 

Streaming: ESPN+ and Hulu 

Bring your vaccination card with you to the Wells Fargo Center 

The Wells Fargo Center now requires fans to show proof of vaccination 
before entering the building.  

Philadelphia’s new COVID-19 vaccine mandate is now in effect, meaning 
you need to show proof of vaccination to enter an indoor restaurant, bar, 
or other venues that serve food. 

That includes the Wells Fargo Center, which means if you’re heading to 
the Flyers game, you need to either show your vaccine card or a photo of 
it. 

If you’re not fully vaccinated, you can show a negative COVID-19 lab test 
from the past 24 hours until Jan. 17. After that, you will need proof of 
vaccination. Kids ages five to 11 must be fully vaccinated by Feb. 3. 

And don’t worry if you lost your vaccination card — you have some 
options. 

Two more Flyers players added to COVID-19 protocols 

On Wednesday, the Flyers announced that two more players have 
entered COVID-19 protocols — forward Travis Konecny and defenseman 
Travis Sanheim. 

The team has added six players to their COVID-19 list over the past 72 
hours. As my colleague Oliva Reiner reported, defenseman Nick Seeler 
and forward Jackson Cates entered protocols on Monday, followed by 
captain Claude Giroux and defenseman Ivan Provorov on Tuesday. 

Between injury, COVID-19 and coach’s decision, only four Flyers have 
not missed a single game this season — Justin Braun, Keith Yandle, 
James van Riemsdyk, and Cam Atkinson. 

Meanwhile, the NHL postponed two more games scheduled to take place 
on Jan. 18 — Columbus Blue Jackets at New York Islanders, and Detroit 
Red Wings at the Flyers. 
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Penguins rout Flyers for 10th straight win 

 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS |PUBLISHED: January 6, 2022 at 10:33 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 6, 2022 at 10:38 p.m. 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Oh sure, leave it to Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel to 
carry Pittsburgh’s top line. Try four goals and an assist between them to 
keep Pittsburgh perfect over the last 10 games. 

That third member of the line? Well, Sidney Crosby did at least chip in 
two assists. 

“When they play the right way like they are right now, they set the bar for 
our team and it drives our team,” coach Mike Sullivan said. “The rest of 
the group follows their lead.” 

The Penguins won 10 straight games for the sixth time in franchise 
history, getting two goals each from Rust and Guentzel to beat the 
depleted Flyers 6-2 Thursday night. 

The Penguins won the second of a back-to-back and haven’t lost since 
Dec. 1 against Edmonton. They have won five games during the streak 
on the road and can at least think about the team record of 17 straight 
set over March-April 1993. The Penguins also won 15 straight games in 
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March 2013 and have winning streaks of 12, 11 and 10 games, all since 
1999. 

The 29-year-old Rust has keyed the recent surge with seven goals in the 
last three games since he returned from an 11-game injury absence. He 
scored a power-play goal in the first period — with an assist from noted 
Flyers tormentor Crosby — and then added his ninth goal of the season 
just 2:34 later to make it 2-0. Rust recorded a hat trick and had five points 
against San Jose Sunday. 

“For some reason right now the puck is pretty attracted to him,” Penguins 
defenseman Kris Letang said. 

Guentzel scored against Carter Hart to make it 3-0 in the first, giving the 
forward a point in each of his last 16 games. Guentzel scored again with 
9:40 left in the game for a 5-1 lead. 

“We’re all playing at a high level right now,” Guentzel said of the top line. 
“For us, when we’re getting the bounces and we’re playing in the 
offensive zone and trying to wear teams out, I think that’s when we’re at 
our best.” 

The Penguins played a Flyers team ravaged with injuries and even more 
players in the COVID-19 protocol. The Flyers had six players in the 
protocol, including top-point scorer and captain Claude Giroux, 
defenseman Ivan Provorov and forward Travis Konecny. The NHL 
postponed Thursday’s game between Anaheim and the Detroit Red 
Wings because of COVID-19-related issues affecting the Ducks. 

Yet the Flyers played on and lost their fourth straight game. 

“We have nine, 10 guys out, six guys in protocol. It’s a tough league to 
win that way,” Flyers center Scott Laughton said. 

Flyers forward James van Riemsdyk said he tried not to worry about the 
fairness of the situation. 

“Obviously it’s out of our control, to a degree,” he said. “You just have to 
hope that everyone making these decisions, that it’s kind of relatively fair 
across the board for that sort of stuff. I don’t want to waste too much 
energy thinking about stuff like that. I just try to focus on the game 
tonight.” 

The Flyers could have used more focus — and healthy bodies. 

But no team has stopped the Penguins over the last month, and they 
started strong early a night after they rallied for a 5-3 home win over the 
St. Louis Blues. Tristan Jarry stopped 18 shots. Evan Rodrigues scored 
his 15th goal in the third, and Brian Boyle also scored a short-handed 
goal to turn this one into a rout. 

Cam Atkinson scored his 14th goal of the season for the Flyers in the 
second period, and Oskar Lindblom scored a power-play goal in the third. 
Hart stopped 26 shots. 

“Bad things happen but what are you going to do? You have to make 
sure you respond to that,” Flyers interim coach Mike Yeo said. “We have 
a chance to prove that this isn’t us. Things right now aren’t going well 
enough during the season. We need to a way to push harder. We have to 
show more fight in that situation.” 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

The Flyers held a moment of silence for the 12 people killed this week 
when a fire tore through a Philadelphia rowhome. Flyers Charities made 
a $10,000 donation to the Fairmount Families Support Fund through The 
Fund for the School District of Philadelphia. This fund will directly support 
the survivors and families impacted by the tragedy. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Rust has 11 points in the first three games off 2022. In the NHL’s modern 
era (since 1943-44), the only other players to have 11+ points in their first 
three games of a calendar year are Wayne Gretzky (1982, 1984) and 
Mario Lemieux (1997). 

UP NEXT 

Flyers >> Host the San Jose Sharks on Saturday. 
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Flyers Notebook: Amid challenges, James van Riemsdyk keeps grinding 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | PUBLISHED: January 6, 2022 at 10:24 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 6, 2022 at 10:24 p.m. 

 

Through it all — and there has been a little bit of everything for the Flyers 
— James van Riemsdyk has kept calm. 

Whether it was a 10-game losing streak, a coaching change, the usual 
blast of injuries or the unusual challenges of failed virus tests, the 32-
year-old forward has reported for every shift. 

So, no, he was not about to worry Thursday when the Flyers entertained 
the rampaging Pittsburgh Penguins without Claude Giroux, Ivan 
Provorov, Travis Sanheim, Travis Konecny, Nick Seeler and Jackson 
Cates, all unavailable due to health protocols. 

“Obviously, it is out of our control, to a degree,” van Riemsdyk said. “You 
just have to hope that the decisions on that stuff are relatively fair across 
the board. I won’t waste too much energy thinking about that stuff.” 

Having played in all 34 games, including a 6-2 loss to the Penguins 
Thursday, van Riemsdyk has saved his energy for the ice. The Flyers’ 
situation has demanded nothing less. 

“I the world we live in today, this is more common than not,” he said. “But 
it’s a good opportunity for guys to play expanded roles and show what 
they can do.” 

• • • 

After scrambling back to relevance under Mike Yeo, the Flyers have lost 
their last four. 

“We had nine or 10 guys out and six guys in protocol,” Scott Laughton 
said. “It’s a tough league to win that way.” 

The Flyers were 0-for-3 on the power play and allowed a short-handed 
goal. 

Cam Atkinson and Oskar Lindblom scored. Carter Hart stopped just 26 of 
32 shots. 

“In all honesty, we were missing some guys,” Yeo said. “How do you 
compensate for that? You up your compete level. You dig in harder to 
your team game. And obviously, you have to show more resilience, more 
heart, whatever you want to say. 

“Whether we didn’t believe we could win or whatever the case was, we 
were not good enough.” 

• • • 

Derick Brassard, who had played just once since Nov. 23 with a hip 
problem, came off the injured list and was ready to join van Riemsdyk on 
a line centered by Morgan Frost. 

Originally, Yeo had indicated he wanted the 34-year-old to enjoy a full 
practice before returning, but the Flyers were too short-handed to wait. 

“The good news is that he has been skating,” Yeo said. “In a perfect 
world, we would have have the opportunity to get him in there and 
compete and battle and get involved with the group. But No. 1, we don’t 
have the bodies, and, No. 2, we haven’t had the practices.” 
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The Flyers have had three full practices since Yeo replaced Alain 
Vigneault on Dec. 7. 

“Good to see him out there, for sure,” remarked van Riemsdyk. “We have 
some good chemistry and he is an extremely smart and skilled player. So 
I am excited for that.” 

• • • 

With so many veterans missing, Yeo was hoping for a lift from Kevin 
Hayes, who has played just 15 games since recovering from a 
complicated abdominal operation. 

“I know that we will be leaning on him, to be sure,” the coach said 

Yeo had Hayes center a line with Max Willman and Connor Bunnaman, 
who was activated Thursday from the taxi squad. 

“We’ve surrounded him with a couple of guys who are going to work and 
are going to check,” Yeo said. “Hopefully, they are going to recover the 
puck. He has been battling with stuff, but he is a warrior and he is a 
competitor and he feels really good.” 

Hayes entered with three goals and five assists in 15 games. He was a 
minus-two in 16:11 on ice and took a 10-minute misconduct after the 
Penguins scored twice in 91 seconds to make it 6-1 midway through the 
third period. 

• • • 

Defenseman Egor Zamula, 21, who played in two games last season, 
was elevated from the taxi squad for first NHL action of the season. He 
was paired with Rasmus Ristolainen on what was nominally the top 
pairing. 

“This is a great opportunity for some players,” Yeo said. “The bigger the 
challenge, the bigger the opportunity.” 

Zamula blocked three shots in 19 minutes. 

• • • 

NOTES >> Giroux, Provorov, Cates and Seeler were cleared to return 
from the West Coast road trip Thursday after being isolated under health 
protocols. According to Yeo, all were “symptom-free.” … Gerry Mayhew 
was scratched with an upper body injury and is day-to-day … The Flyers 
will host the San Jose Sharks Saturday night at 7 … The Penguins ran 
their winning streak to 10 games. 
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'It sucks right now' — With roster decimated, Flyers are rolled by 
Penguins 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Ravaged by the coronavirus, the undermanned Flyers were rolled by the 
streaking Penguins, 6-2, Thursday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Because of COVID protocols and injuries, the Flyers (13-15-6) were 
down nine players. 

Cam Atkinson and Oskar Lindblom scored for the Flyers, who have lost 
four straight (0-3-1). 

The Flyers were trailing 3-1 at second intermission but ran out of gas as 
Pittsburgh ran away with the game. 

"Whether it was because we looked at our lineup and didn't think that we 
had enough, I'm not sure. To be honest with you, I'm not sure," Flyers 

interim head coach Mike Yeo said. "We'll have a discussion about that 
tomorrow and try to get to the bottom of it. 

"But bottom line is, going forward, we have an opportunity to prove that 
that's not us. That's the situation that we're in in the season, that's the 
situation we were in in the game tonight. That's how we responded. How 
are we going to respond going forward? Obviously I'm very hopeful that it 
will be differently." 

The Penguins (20-8-5) have won 10 straight, a stretch in which they've 
outscored the opposition 45-20. Nine of those victories have come in 
regulation. 

• The Flyers were without Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Travis Konecny, 
Travis Sanheim, Nick Seeler and Jackson Cates. All six were in the 
NHL's COVID protocol. 

The club was also missing Sean Couturier (upper body), Ryan Ellis 
(lower body) and Nate Thompson (shoulder). 

"You have nine, 10 guys out, six guys in protocol," Scott Laughton said. 
"It's a tough league to win that way." 

The Flyers' lineup featured seven players with fewer than 100 games of 
NHL experience: Zack MacEwen, Patrick Brown, Connor Bunnaman, 
Morgan Frost, Max Willman, Cam York and Egor Zamula. 

Three 21-year-olds played 18 or more minutes for the Flyers: York, 
Zamula and Joel Farabee. 

Pittsburgh, dealing with some injuries of its own (Evgeni Malkin, Jeff 
Carter and Jason Zucker), jumped on the Flyers with three goals in the 
final eight minutes of the first period. 

Bryan Rust scored the first two — one on the power play, the other at 4-
on-4 — and Jake Guentzel netted the third, which was deemed a goal 
after video review. 

"It's a tough league to chase and we've been doing that quite a bit," 
Laughton said. "Try and lead by example, work as hard as you can. 
That's pretty much it. I'm not sure what to say. You've got to skate and 
work and try to create energy for your team. It sucks right now. I don't 
know what to say." 

A victory for the Flyers would have stood as a significant upset. The 
Flyers will hope they can get healthier — and quickly. They've lost 
serious momentum from that season-best seven-game point streak that 
followed their 10-game losing skid. 

The other day, Yeo hit on the importance of the Flyers staying with the 
pack as they try to build a playoff push. Tough to do it without so many 
key pieces. 

"We can look at where we're at right now in the season, we can just sort 
of accept our fate for the rest of the way and say maybe it's not our year, 
bad luck, this and that. And you can do the same thing in a game or you 
can fight," Yeo said. "You can determine your own fate, regardless of 
what the circumstances are. There are going to be times where maybe 
you don't get the result that you're looking for but you're going to go down 
swinging if that's the case. I didn't think we did that tonight, so I think 
that's the biggest thing that we have to address." 

• During a second-period power play, Farabee flubbed two shots and 
then missed a pass near the blue line. 

Frustrated fans bellowed boos. 

Despite a new stick awaiting him right on the bench, Farabee went 
directly up the tunnel. He likely did so to let out some of his own 
frustration, perhaps obliterating that old stick. 

His very next shift, with a new twig, he assisted Atkinson's goal as the 
Flyers trimmed the Penguins' lead to 3-1. 

Good response from the 21-year-old. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 7, 2022 

 

The Flyers played an effort-filled middle stanza but their lack of 
playmakers and finishers showed. 

• With a decimated roster, the Flyers were going to need a lights-out type 
of performance from Carter Hart. 

Evan Rodrigues scored a backbreaking goal on a third-period breakaway 
to cushion Pittsburgh's lead to 4-1. A minute and a half later, Guentzel 
got behind the Flyers' defense to ice the game with his second. 

Brian Boyle beat Hart with a shorthanded goal to tack on one more for 
good measure. 

Hart had no chance on Rust's power play marker and he nearly denied 
Guentzel's first goal on the doorstep. 

The 23-year-old finished with 26 stops. Too much Pittsburgh. 

"We've just got to get back to practice tomorrow, work on some details 
and ... get healthy," Hart said. 

Penguins netminder Tristan Jarry had to make only 18 saves. 

• The Flyers are scheduled to practice Friday in Voorhees, New Jersey 
before hosting the Sharks on Saturday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Which Flyers could be back in the lineup? More on that here. 
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Short-handed Flyers aren’t let off the hook by Mike Yeo as he questions 
team’s effort, resiliency vs. Penguins 

 

By Charlie O'Connor Jan 7, 2022 

 

It would have been very easy for interim head coach Mike Yeo to just 
brush off his team’s 6-2 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday 
night. 

Sure, it was a rivalry game. But few outside observers gave the 
Philadelphia Flyers a chance to win this one. They would have been 
underdogs anyway, as a team currently out of the playoff picture facing 
an on-fire Stanley Cup contender gunning for its 10th straight victory. But 
the Flyers, of course, were far from full strength: They had six players in 
COVID-19 protocol, including Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Travis 
Konecny and Travis Sanheim, and that doesn’t even count Sean 
Couturier and Ryan Ellis, who remain out because of injury. That’s the 
team’s 1C, 1LW, 1RW, 1D, 2D and 3D all missing. Yeah, Yeo could have 
simply chalked this one up to less-than-ideal circumstances and called it 
a night. 

Instead, he hit his club with both barrels after the defeat. 

“Obviously we were missing some guys,” Yeo acknowledged, before 
letting loose with his pointed critique. “So how do you compensate for 
that? Well, you up your compete level. You dig in harder to your team 
game. And obviously you have to show more resilience, heart, whatever 
you want to say. You look at tonight, and I thought we had an OK start. 
Next thing you know, they score a goal, and after that, it was like … 
whether we didn’t believe that we could win, or whatever the case was, 
we were not good enough.” 

Hoo boy. 

Now, this isn’t a new issue for the Flyers. Last season, their tendency to 
let bad situations snowball into awful ones was a hallmark of their game. 
And as Yeo himself noted Thursday night, they’ve only won twice in 
2021-22 in the 16 games in which they’ve allowed the first goal. But it 

was still surprising to hear Yeo pick this game, given this set of 
circumstances, to really let his team have it. 

But perhaps that was Yeo’s real point. It’s no secret the Flyers are facing 
an uphill battle the rest of the way. They’re a long shot for a playoff berth, 
now four points out of the final spot trailing a yearly playoff staple 
(Boston) that has four games in hand. They’ll get their players on COVID-
19 protocol back at some point in the near future, yes, but other key 
players have extremely questionable timelines for return (Ellis) or might 
be battling injury all year long (Couturier, Kevin Hayes). Their season is 
now, inherently, a set of less than ideal circumstances. So maybe a 
game like this was the perfect time to try to send a message that excuses 
— even reasonable ones — can’t be used as crutches if they want to 
have any chance of salvaging this. 

“We can look at where we’re at right now in the season, and we can just 
sort of accept our fate for the rest of the way and say maybe it’s not our 
year, bad luck, this and that,” Yeo noted. “And you can do the same thing 
in a game, or you can fight. And you can determine your own fate. 
Regardless of what the circumstances are, there’s going to be times 
where maybe you don’t get the result that you’re looking for, but you’re 
going to go down swinging, if that’s the case. And I didn’t think we did 
that tonight.” 

Even Yeo acknowledged his team got off to an OK start, a sentiment 
multiple players echoed in the contest’s wake. In fact, for the first 10 
minutes or so, the short-handed Flyers were largely skating right with the 
Penguins. Then, Morgan Frost took a penalty, Bryan Rust scored a slam-
dunk power-play tally, and the wheels came off. One goal quickly 
became three, and by the end of the first period, the game was out of 
reach. 

“It was pretty evident that we hit the panic button a little bit once they 
scored one, and then the floodgates kinda opened,” Cam Atkinson 
acknowledged. 

The hard truth is that this diminished version of the Flyers — without 
Couturier, without Ellis, without a healthy Hayes — just doesn’t have the 
firepower to take apart opponents, if it ever really did. Their games are 
going to be filled with adversity, with plays and sequences and even full 
periods when the breaks don’t go their way. Thursday night, Yeo 
implored his team not to fold in those circumstances, to show “mental 
toughness,” as he dubbed it, before elaborating on his definition of the 
term. 

“That’s not feeling sorry for yourself, that’s not letting frustration get the 
best of you. That’s not letting a bad bounce, or something that didn’t work 
out well, determine your fate,” he said. “Bad things happen, but what are 
you gonna do? You have to make sure that you respond to that.” 

And though Yeo may have questioned the Flyers’ effort, their resilience, 
and even their heart, it was abundantly clear to anyone watching that 
they didn’t lack for frustration. There was Scott Laughton shoving Tristan 
Jarry (who slashed him) after an early Philadelphia goal was waved off 
because of an early whistle, earning the ire of every Penguins skater on 
the ice. There was Joel Farabee, utterly obliterating his stick in the tunnel 
to the locker room after two flubbed shots and an ugly turnover on a 
second-period power play. 

JOEL FARABEE IS A MOOD PIC.TWITTER.COM/JJYIQAAZ8X 

— RYAN GILBERT (@RGILBERTSOP) JANUARY 7, 2022 

There was even Hayes, earning himself a one-way ticket to the dressing 
room via an exasperation-driven misconduct penalty after Brian Boyle 
scored a short-handed goal midway through the third period to make the 
score 6-1. Players weren’t absent energy or anger, even if both often 
proved misguided or misdirected. 

That frustration and anger are understandable. After all, the Flyers were 
hopelessly short-handed in this one, and these players surely knew it. It’s 
a simple fact that out of their 18 skaters on the ice, eight of them either 
have spent the bulk of their 2021-22 season in the AHL or were sent 
through waivers at least once. Then, out of the 10 left, it’s fair to argue 
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that three of them in their current form — Hayes, Oskar Lindblom and 
Keith Yandle — haven’t performed like every-night NHL contributors this 
season, because of injury, confidence or age. That left just seven no-
doubt-about-it NHL regulars (Atkinson, Farabee, Laughton, James van 
Riemsdyk, Derick Brassard, Rasmus Ristolainen and Justin Braun) on 
the ice for the Flyers, and none is bona fide first-line forward or top-pair 
blueliner. It’s the hard truth that a team that thin and limited isn’t going to 
chalk up too many W’s. 

“You have nine, 10 guys out, (and) six guys in protocol — it’s a tough 
league to win that way,” Laughton said. 

But that, again, went back to Yeo’s overarching argument, one that may 
seem counterintuitive to those not familiar with a team-based mentality: 
Even if that’s the truth, the players can’t believe it in the moment. 
Objective analysis is for media members and (sometimes) fans. For 
teams to overcome overwhelming odds — like the ones the Flyers faced 
Thursday and likely do the rest of this season — they have to find a way 
to convince themselves that actually, the odds aren’t overwhelming at all. 

“You have to show your determination and continue to fight, and not just 
say, ‘It’s not our night tonight,'” Yeo said. “You can’t just say ‘it’s just not 
our season this year.'” 

Thursday night certainly wasn’t. But Yeo’s comments played as a 
desperate effort to avoid the latter sentiment from infecting the entirety of 
the Flyers’ dressing room, which would set up the final 48 games to be 
one long, arduous self-fulfilling prophecy. 

“Bottom line is, going forward, we have an opportunity to prove that this 
is not us. That’s the situation we’re in for this season,” Yeo said. “That’s 
the situation we were in the game tonight. That’s how we are going to 
respond moving forward.” 

Saturday against San Jose — assuming the game is played — will 
provide said opportunity, as will the rest of the season. Let’s see if they 
take it. 

Nine more observations 

2. The Flyers got taken to the cleaners by the numbers in this one, too. 
They were outshot 32-20 and trailed in all situations expected goals (per 
Evolving-Hockey) by a 3.89-1.68 margin. The ultimate outcome here may 
have been expected, but that didn’t make it any less rough to watch — 
unless you are a Pittsburgh Penguins fan, of course. 

3. Carter Hart certainly wasn’t the reason the Flyers lost this game, but 
he was far from at his best. You’d love to see him come up with a save 
on the second goal by Bryan Rust, and Brian Boyle’s short side short-
handed snipe from a bad angle in the third period was so unlikely that 
Boyle himself simply shrugged afterward. He also had a few 
puckhandling moments that looked very 2020-21. Tough night for Hart to 
match the struggles from the rest of the club. 

4. Yeo didn’t hesitate to lean heavily on Cam York after his strong 
season debut Tuesday, entrusting him with a team-high 22:21 minutes of 
ice time. York largely passed the eye test, but unlike Tuesday, his 
advanced metrics at even strength were less than impressive (20.58 
percent xG share). Still, No. 1 duties are lot of responsibility to hand to a 
21-year old with just four games of NHL experience. If York does stay up 
with the big club, limiting his minutes and usage to a more manageable 
level seems like the best way to aid in his long-term development. 

5. Egor Zamula also made his season debut, and actually finished with 
the best advanced metrics on the blue line (42.41 percent xG share). He 
didn’t exactly shower himself with glory on Rust’s second goal, but on the 
whole, he showed himself fine. 

6. With his second-period goal, Cam Atkinson now has 14 on the season, 
and is on pace to score 33 this season. That would be his best goal-
scoring season since 2018-19, when he potted 41 mostly on a line with 
Artemi Panarin. Let’s just say that his regular linemates this year haven’t 
included a superstar of that caliber. 

7. Aside from the Farabee-Laughton-Atkinson line, Yeo didn’t stick with 
his forward combinations for long in this one. By the second period, 
Lindblom was up with Morgan Frost and JvR, Zack MacEwen was seeing 
time with Hayes and Brassard, and the new-look fourth line was Max 
Willman, Patrick Brown and new call-up Connor Bunnaman. Not that any 
of the combinations truly worked, but it was clear Yeo wasn’t wedded to 
his original ideas of Bunnaman with Hayes and Lindblom on Line 4. 

8. Lindblom also popped in a late goal, and even in an otherwise dismal 
contest, it’s always good to see him end up on the scoreboard. Though 
Lindblom this season has for long stretches looked far more like a 13th 
forward on an NHL roster than the breakout player he was in 2019-20 
before his cancer diagnosis, everyone in hockey is hoping he can get 
back to the latter level at some point, and every goal he scores comes 
with the possibility of truly getting him back in peak form. 

9. Yeo noted before the game that all of the players who were placed in 
COVID-19 protocol while in California would be returning to Philadelphia 
on Thursday. That doesn’t mean they’ll necessarily be exiting protocol 
shortly, but they’re at least not stuck on the West Coast anymore, which 
is a positive. 

10. The NHL decided to postpone Thursday’s game between the 
Anaheim Ducks and Detroit Red Wings because Anaheim is dealing with 
what it deemed to be an unacceptable number of COVID-19 issues. The 
Ducks had seven players in COVID-19 protocol, in addition to Trevor 
Zegras, who had just been removed but was deemed unavailable to 
return by the Anaheim coaching staff. Add in the absences of Josh 
Mahura and Max Jones because of injury, and that was 10 players out 
that required a postponement. Right now, the Flyers have six players in 
protocol and three injured (Couturier, Ellis and Gerry Mayhew). In other 
words, they’re closing in on the Ducks’ number. Consider Saturday’s 
game very much up in the air, depending upon whether a few Flyers can 
exit protocol by then, or if even more end up being placed on it. 
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The Athletic / The NHL’s building battle: How pricey practice pads and 
locker rooms are reshaping the fight for free agents 

 

By Ryan S. Clark and Sean Shapiro  

Jan 6, 2022   

 

Macy’s previously occupied this particular spot at Northgate Station, a 
mall that has stood in Seattle for more than half a century. 

Today, this space is home to a 167,000-square foot contemporary 
behemoth, featuring corporate offices, three NHL-sized rinks, a 5,500-
square foot workout space complete with every piece of gym equipment 
imaginable, as well as a bar and restaurant. Oh, and a Seattle staple: an 
on-site Starbucks. 

This is the Kraken Community Iceplex, and it is the primary home of the 
Seattle Kraken when they are not at Climate Pledge Arena. 

Seattle’s planning and prioritization of a top-of-the-line practice facility in 
its first season highlights a growing trend in the NHL. 

The race to build the best facilities for players and staff has evolved from 
a competition among the richest teams to a necessity for all — a battle to 
boast the most comfortable lounges, the most convenient locations and 
the highest tech in sports and medical science. All in a bid to attract and 
retain the best players in the game and bolster connections with the 
communities where teams play and sell their brands. 
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Players, agents and opposing teams have noticed the league-wide 
efforts, particularly in newer buildings. 

“When we had the (Edmonton bubble), other teams got to use our 
dressing room,” Edmonton Oilers CEO and president Bob Nicholson 
said. “I know how impressed players and teams were when they saw it. 
There is no question (Oilers owner) Daryl Katz built the facility for the 
fans and he wanted to make it special. With the dressing room, he 
wanted to make sure players wanted to come. Not just to practice and for 
training, but to hang around.” 

In fact, the experience at Rogers Place left a notable imprint on one team 
in particular. 

According to a source, one designated home team, as was standard 
practice, set up in the Oilers’ state-of-the-art dressing room. 

Suddenly, players were asking management when they could get 
something that nice. The next time that team was scheduled to play as 
the home team, the source said, the front office requested they be moved 
to a different room. They offered the regular visitors’ dressing room only 
to joke about how they preferred the WHL’s Edmonton Oil Kings’ room. 
That felt more like home. 

Before this season, during a media tour of the Islanders’ brand new UBS 
Arena, team owner Jon Ledecky said general manager Lou Lamoriello 
helped design visitor locker rooms that were more spacious and 
comfortable than any in the NHL. 

“We are all in the NHL, you don’t make life difficult for someone when 
they visit. You make them remember how well they were treated by the 
Islanders. They’ll remember that when they become a free agent,” 
Ledecky said in September. 

The team also recently built a new practice facility. For any NHL team, 
the art of the wooing of an unrestricted free agent often includes a visit to 
the practice facility. 

While money and term are likely to be the most important factor for a 
player, multiple NHL agents said the quality of facilities can go a long 
way in giving that player a snapshot of how they’ll be treated if they sign 
with a team. 

“For me after the financials, and the city fit, the reputation of an owner is 
one of the most important things I tell my players to consider, and what 
that owner’s reputation is for creating first-class services,” an agent said. 
“You ask what players who have played for them in the past say, but you 
also look for proof in the facilities.” 

Another agent said the practice facility is an “immediate reflection of how 
much ownership actually cares about the players.” 

When Luc Robitaille was hired by the Los Angeles Kings as president of 
business operations in 2007, one of the first requests he had for 
ownership was the keys to the practice facility. 

“They were kind of dumbfounded, and asked, ‘Why would you want to 
spend your time doing that?’” Robitaille said. “That’s when I told them 
you don’t realize how important it is. This is a reflection of who we are as 
an organization and who we are to the community.” 

In the past 15 years, Robitaille has essentially served as the foreman of 
an ever-evolving project in El Segundo, that’s grown from a shared 
facility with the NBA’s Los Angeles Lakers to a full-blown hockey 
warehouse that houses two professional teams, three sheets, shooting 
bays, a sports science lab and full medical facilities that serve the Kings 
and are also available to the public. 

The facility, in Robitaille’s mind, is never finished. He’s always looking for 
the next project or improvement, typically handled in the offseason. As he 
gave a tour of the facility in November, he stopped at one point to 
examine the players’ lounge and wondered aloud whether it could use 
some bigger windows and if the one wall could be moved to include a 
patio. 

“Embrace that L.A. lifestyle a bit more,” Robitaille said. “That’s something 
we should talk about doing in this space.” 

The Kings have also created synergy between their NHL and AHL teams 
under one roof. While the AHL Reign play games a 70-minute drive away 
in Ontario, the minor-league club practices and trains next to the NHL 
team. 

It’s a setup where players never have to worry about moving residences 
when getting called up, and the equipment staff only has to move 
equipment through a door connecting the Reign locker room to the Kings’ 
digs. 

The only thing that really changes for a call-up is he gets to park in the 
reserved VIP lot, as opposed to the public spaces. 

It’s a scenario that Robitaille dreamed about when he was an integral 
part of the AHL’s push to expand from a largely regional Eastern league 
to one that now has a large Californian footprint. 

“When Akil Thomas was in the American League but needed NHL-quality 
treatment, it wasn’t a big deal, he was seeing the same doctors and 
medical professionals I would have treating Anze (Kopitar),”  Robitaille 
said. “Shouldn’t you want that level of treatment for everyone in the 
organization?” 

There are two types of practice facilities in the NHL now. Those attached 
to the stadium, and those that are intentionally separate. 

Those separate facilities are often borne of necessity as not every arena 
has the space to house a second sheet or be retro-fitted to add one, but 
it’s also by design when it comes to connecting with the community. 

When the Minnesota Wild built the TRIA Facility, also in an old Macy’s 
location, it was built with an ideology that it would spur frequent 
interaction with the community. 

“We wanted to do what’s best for our players, and I’m sure Bill (Guerin) 
uses it as a tool to sell players, but I really thought about how do we grow 
the Wild as a hockey community member and a brand,” Wild president 
Matt Majka said. “You grow the sport, you grow the community, you do 
that with a public practice facility.” 

The Anaheim Ducks opened their new facility in 2018, a $110-million 
build, featuring four sheets of ice. It has become an epicenter for youth 
hockey in the area. The Junior Ducks program, like the Junior Kings 
program in El Segundo, represents feel-good hockey outreach, but also 
pushes a team’s brand and marketing, even to those who may never 
actually watch an NHL game. 

“We get 1.3 million visitors a year here (El Segundo),” Kings COO Kelly 
Cheeseman said. “Put that into perspective, that’s right around the same 
as the Guggenheim. And then the Ducks went and built something four 
times bigger, and it’s incredible. I think you can see right there that this 
approach works, and frankly, is necessary for teams in a market like us.” 

Lance Lopes, the Kraken’s executive vice-president and general counsel, 
was part of the team that also built the NFL’s Seattle Seahawks practice 
facility. Lopes explained how the Seahawks wanted their Virginia Mason 
Athletic Center to be a place that was a compound of sorts, while also 
being a facility where players wanted to come to work. 

The Seahawks, however, practice in the suburb of Renton, whereas the 
Kraken felt it was important to be in the city as an expansion team. 

Lopes said the Kraken had a separate set of variables they considered 
when it came to what they wanted for KCI. They wanted to build a world-
class training facility that would allow their front office and coaching staff 
an outlet to recruit players. That is why they invested a heavy amount of 
detail into every imaginable item down to what hooks they would use in 
dressing room stalls. 

But they also wanted to be mindful of what it meant to have a facility in 
Seattle where fans and the community at-large felt welcomed as both the 
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Kraken and the sport of hockey continue growing in the Pacific 
Northwest. 

“We needed a home, a home for hockey as much as we needed a home 
for our players and our team,” Lopes said. “We did not have a single rink 
in the city of Seattle. That was our first priority, really. Where are we 
going to build a facility for our team where we could plant the flag for 
hockey? Not just hockey, but for the Kraken as well. We had a larger set 
of goals.” 

Of course, not every team does things the same way. Look, for example, 
at the Kraken vs. the Oilers. The Kraken are a team in a new market 
seeking to grow its audience, whereas the Oilers are in a city where 
generational fandom has existed for decades. 

It’s another example of how growing the game is a vastly different 
discussion depending upon the franchise and market. 

That plays some part into why the Oilers could do things differently. 
Nicholson said the team wanted its arena and practice facility to be under 
the same roof for a few reasons. He said the Oilers’ dressing room 
already has a dining room, a workout facility featuring a track in addition 
to a shooting station — a feature that allows players to get warmed up for 
games. 

Nicholson said “it was a no-brainer to us” to combine everything. He said 
the Oilers’ dressing room space is more than 20,000 square feet, and it 
was about carving out a bit more space when it came to constructing 
another in-house ice sheet. 

Another factor ownership considered was convenience. 

“If you build the home players want, you use your house to prepare for it,” 
Nicholson said. “I look at it now, the players all live 10 minutes away. It is 
spectacular for players. In larger cities, the facilities are farther away. But 
the players have some of the best locations in Edmonton that are a quick 
drive to the facility.” 

The New Jersey Devils and Detroit Red Wings had similar thoughts in 
mind when it came to having players be able to use the same locker 
room for both games and practices in the same building. Although New 
Jersey decided to make its practice rink more of a public-facing space, 
Detroit’s is rather hidden. 

When the compressed NHL schedule in 2021 eliminated the All-Star 
Game in Florida, the Panthers were given a choice of whether they 
wanted to host in 2022 or if they wanted to hold off with a guarantee from 
the league they’d get it in the near future. 

One of the reasons the Panthers chose not to host this February was that 
their new practice facility, being built as part of a repurposing of Fort 
Lauderdale’s War Memorial, is expected to be completed before the start 
of the 2022-23 season. 

What better opportunity could a team get to show off to the NHL’s top 
players? 
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With new Calgary Flames arena deal dead, what comes next? 

 

by Kevin Reichard  

January 6, 2022  

 

With a new Calgary Flames arena deal officially dead, the future of the 
team at the Scotiabank Saddledome–which is literally falling down–is 
now under debate. 

Lots of things are under debate, actually. A little background: On Dec. 21 
Calgary Sports and Entertainment Corporation (“CSEC”) pulled the plug 
on a deal with the city for a new arena, as rising costs and an expansion 
of the arena plan by the city caused CSEC to halt the project: “the City 
and CSEC have been unable to resolve a number of issues relating to 
the escalating costs of the Project.” When the agreement for a new 
Calgary Flames arena was reached in December 2019, the funding was 
split 50-50 between the city and the Flames owner. But with the city 
adding more conditions to the project, such as infrastructure and climate 
costs, and then telling the Flames to cover these costs, the owners 
decided to take a hike. 

And halting the project will have some real-world consequences for both 
the team and city residents. The deal between the Flames and the city 
for a new arena was the centerpiece for a larger Victoria Park 
development, and much of that plan now appears to be on hold as well. 
And while no one is openly raising the possibility that the Flames will 
leave Calgary, there are definitely some issues that need to be 
addressed. 

For starters: the physical condition of the Scotiabank Saddledome, which 
opened in 1983 as new home of the Flames. It can’t go on as it: a new 
roof alone could cost up to $200 million, with the current roof in bad 
shape (pieces are falling down, leading to the installation of netting below 
the ceiling). Financially, the Flames are not in bad shape; Forbes 
estimates the team generates $71 million in annual revenue, ranking #18 
in the NHL in the 2021-2022 listings, just below the Vegas Golden 
Knights and just above the Minnesota Wild. The Flames have not yet 
raised the specter of leaving Calgary, but perhaps that will change; one 
issue is that there doesn’t appear to be any billionaires seeking an NHL 
team; COVID-19 seems to have halted talk of Houston, Quebec City or 
Kansas City investors working for a team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gap between Flames and the NHL's true elite crystallizes 
in latest setback 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 6, 2022, 11:51 PM 

 

Blake Coleman’s return to Tampa included getting a new ring and a new 
perspective on the two-time defending Cup champions. 

He knew his former team was as complete as any in the league, and that 
it wouldn’t be as much fun to be a visitor at Amalie Arena. 

But the hope was that his new club was much closer to being ready to 
measure up than they ended up showing. 

“Sometimes you learn lessons the hard way in this league and I thought 
we learned a lot of them tonight,” said the Lightning-turned-Flames 
grinder following a 4-1 setback in Tampa. “The last two games we’ve 
gotten looks at teams that are going to be there at the end of the season 
and when it matters most, and now we know the level we have to get our 
game to.” 

The question is, can the Flames get there anytime soon? 

Being outscored a combined 10-3 in the Sunshine State this week 
suggests they’re much further away than they thought. 
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“I would disagree with that statement,” said Coleman, who knows a thing 
or two about what it takes, as he received his second Stanley Cup ring 
from teammates earlier in the day, followed by a video tribute and ovation 
during the game. “As far as what we have in the room, I think there’s a lot 
of belief in our group. 

"There’s a lot of guys not playing up to their potential in the last couple 
games, and I think if we get everybody playing the right way, and the way 
we can, we definitely have what it takes to not only hang with these 
teams but beat these teams. 

“I’ve seen this team play a lot better with a little bit more desperation. 
We’re going to be just fine. 

“It’s a time to look in the mirror after these two games and really man up 
(Friday) for what’s going to be another really good test and another 
measuring stick to see if we can step up for the challenge.” 

That test will come in Carolina, where the Flames' third game in four 
nights presents the team with an opportunity to turn the tides on a trip 
that threatens to seriously dampen the mojo of a club that felt good 
before their sunbelt sojourn. 

As good as the Flames have been this year, they’re now 0-for-3 on their 
most recent Measuring Stick Meter, if you include their 6-2 loss the 
Panthers Tuesday, and their loss in Vegas before Christmas. 

Asked if he was more frustrated with the outcome or the way his team 
played, Matthew Tkachuk was clear. 

“You’re probably most frustrated with the loss, as it’s kind of a results-
based league right now,” said Tkachuk, whose club was out-chanced and 
outshot (33-27). 

“But the way things are trending right now, with two losses where they 
weren’t really close games, that’s frustrating as well.” 

Understandably so. 

Making his first start since Dec. 7, Dan Vladar threatened to be the story 
of the night through 40 minutes when he stopped all but one of the 27 
shots fired his way by a talented Tampa club bolstered by the return of 
Nikita Kucherov following a 32-game absence. 

Aided by the goalpost on four occasions, Vladar kept the Flames in a 
game they rarely threatened to score in before Corey Perry put the hosts 
up 1-0 midway through. 

From that point on it became the Kucherov Show, as his chemistry with 
Ondrej Palat and Brayden Point was on full display, setting up both in the 
third. 

Despite the fight the Flames showed after whistles, they lacked the 
emotion and skill necessary to start proving they can hang with boys as 
big as the Bolts. 

Although radically different styles of play, the good news is that the 
Flames were very much in both Florida games until the hosts pulled 
away in the third. 

The Panthers loss saw both team trade chances all night, in a fast, 
heavy, wide-open affair. 

This game was far more buttoned-down, as the Lightning kept the 
Flames to the outside where they rarely threatened to beat Andrei 
Vasilevskiy until Dillon Dube broke the shutout with four minutes left in a 
4-0 game. 

“Nothing wrong with how we played, we just played a better team,” 
shrugged Darryl Sutter, who was far less critical of his lads than he was 
two nights earlier. 

“It was a one-goal game going into the third. But at the same time you 
have to finish the opportunities you get against the top teams. There’s a 
difference between them and us, for sure.” 

Yes, for the second game in a row, that difference was crystal clear. 

As Sutter frequently reminds everyone, “it’s all part of the process” of 
building the Flames organization from the ashes he inherited. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Prospect Notebook: What Owen Power brings to 
Canadian Olympic team 

 

Sam Cosentino 

January 6, 2022, 11:36 AM 

 

With the news that Owen Power will represent Canada at the Olympics 
what, exactly, is Team Canada getting? 

Power offers everything you want in a top-pairing defenceman. He’s big, 
skates like the wind, is extremely agile and most importantly, he plays 
with the poise of a 10-year NHL veteran. There doesn’t seem to be a 
challenge that he can’t overcome. 

First it was the 2021 men’s worlds, where he went from playing three 
seconds in his first game to playing the second-most minutes (24:17) in 
the overtime game-winning final against Finland. He thinks the game well 
and while he isn’t overly physical, he defends with his feet, and has an 
active stick with extended reach and strength. Not only is he effective at 
breaking pucks out, but he has the moxie to keep plays alive on the 
offensive blue line. 

Based on his play at the worlds, there’s no reason to think he won’t be 
given time on special teams at the Olympics. 

The Olympic men’s hockey tournament starts Feb. 9 and Canada's first 
game comes on Feb. 10 against Germany. The gold medal game is 
scheduled to go on Feb. 20, with the bronze medal game on Feb. 19. 

Is Owen Power Ready for the Olympics? 

Barring anything disastrous, the Buffalo first-rounder should return to 
North America in time to play in Michigan’s final Big Ten regular season 
weekend, scheduled at Notre Dame Feb. 25-26. 

The Big Ten tournament is scheduled to begin a week later, with the 
Frozen Four scheduled to take place in Boston from April 7-9. And, don’t 
forget, the potential for the world juniors to be re-scheduled some time 
after that. 

In the most recent edition of the NCAA rankings, Michigan was placed 
fifth, with a record of 14-6. Power returned to Michigan after being 
selected first overall by Buffalo in the 2021 draft because he wanted a 
chance to experience college life, play in the world juniors and win a 
Frozen Four title with the Wolverines. At the time he made the decision, 
I’m sure the Olympics weren’t part of the thought process. 

Prospects on Hold? 

The CHL/NHL Top Prospects game that was lost last year is once again 
in jeopardy. Scheduled for Feb. 2 in Kitchener, the game typically 
features the top 40 draft eligible players from across all three CHL 
leagues. With COVID-19 protocols wreaking havoc on players, staff and 
with limited if any attendance allowed, it looks like that game will be held 
at a later date. 

The speculative make-up date is sometime around the NHL Combine, 
which is scheduled for May 29-June 4 in Buffalo. With half the building 
already sold, the CHL/OHL would like to keep the game in Kitchener. By 
that time, a full crowd may be allowed in the building, and CHL Prospects 
deserve that. 
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Of note, the last prospects game to be played took place in January of 
2020 in Hamilton, Ontario. Eight players (Alexis Lafreniere, Quinton 
Byfield, Jamie Drysdale, Seth Jarvis, Dawson Mercer, Jake Neighbours, 
Nico Daws, Cole Perfetti), from that game have already played in the 
NHL. Marco Rossi would be the ninth when he steps on the ice with the 
Wild. 

Q’ed Up 

Originally the QMJHL was going to be on break until Jan. 7, but with the 
Omicron variant’s easy transmission, the league decided to extend the 
break to Jan. 14, and may have to extend further, especially with the 
restrictions currently in place in the province of Quebec. 

Best Mantha for the Job 

On Wednesday, the QMJHL announced Elizabeth Mantha had joined the 
league’s officiating staff for the second half of the 2021-22 season. She 
will become the first female to officiate a QMJHL game. Mantha worked 
her first AHL game Oct. 29. Mantha is the older sister of Washington’s 
Anthony, who starred for the Val-d’Or Foreurs from 2011-2014. 

O No, Not Again 

It looks like the OHL will try and push through what is expected to be a 
three-week restrictive period in Ontario. Over that time, it is expected no 
fans will be allowed to attend games, but the thought is those restrictions 
will be eased towards the end of January. 

The OHL, which did not play at all last season, is in dire need of 
completing even a shortened season this year. 

WHL Moving Forward 

At this point, the WHL has no plans on a league-wide pause. There have 
been a number of postponements and some teams have had to pause 
activities, but as of now, there are no plans to change course. 

In talking to one WHL team official, “our days are, at times, literally hour-
to-hour,” as the league and its teams try to navigate provincial restrictions 
with the latest variant. 

Go Marco Go 

One of the great COVID comeback stories has to be that of Marco Rossi. 
Minnesota selected the Austrian-born Rossi with the ninth overall pick in 
the 2020 draft. Rossi won the 2019-20 OHL/CHL scoring title with 120 
points in just 56 games played in the first of what is now likely three 
shortened seasons thanks to the pandemic. 

Uncertain of what play in North America was going to look like, Rossi 
started the 2020-21 season with Zurich of the Swiss pro league. After 
one game, Rossi contracted the coronavirus in November, but was back 
on the ice with Austria at the 2021 world juniors. Then, after attending 
Minnesota’s January camp, he was diagnosed with myocarditis, or 
swelling of a heart muscle. He returned home to Austria to recover, 
having played just five combined games to that point of the 2020-21 
season. 

A clean bill of health, and a point per game start in the AHL this season 
resulted in Rossi getting called-up to make his NHL debut Thursday in 
Boston. 

I get my Peaches... 

Bailey Peach is an interesting study. Born in Falmouth N.S., Peach was 
selected 11th overall by the Sherbrooke Phoenix in the 2017 QMJHL 
draft. He played four years in the QMJHL with Sherbrooke and 
Charlottetown, amassing 40 goals and 107 points in 167 games played. 
As a result of having too many overaged players, he was waived out of 
Charlottetown and ultimately out of the QMJHL before signing with WHL 
Victoria. 

In the past, CHL player movement was restricted to those moving from 
west to east and not the other way. The CHL passed a rule prior to the 
2020-21 season that saw those restrictions lifted, to allow player 

movement both ways. Because of the pandemic, and because of play 
restricted to bubbles, no team took advantage of the rule last season. 

Charlottetown had four overaged players, leaving Peach on the outside 
looking in. He worked out for a short time at Acadia University before 
being picked up on waivers by the Royals. Victoria head coach and GM 
Dan Price said they were looking to fill an overaged spot, and had done 
their due diligence on Peach. 

Not one to complain, thanks to a great upbringing by parents Andrea and 
Mike, Peach made his way 6,000 kilometres from home and the Royals 
were happy he did so. 

Peach is far and away Victoria’s leading scorer with 20 goals and 44 
points through 30 games. In fact, going into weekend play, he’s tied for 
fifth in the league scoring. Peach has played most of the season on 
Victoria’s top line with first-year draft eligible Brayden Schuurman and 
veteran Tarun Fizer. 

Peach is the WHL’s reigning Player of the Week and Player of the Month. 

Lo, Lo, Lo 

Nice to see former Brandon Wheat King Logan Thompson make his first 
career NHL start this week. He got his first taste of NHL action last 
season when he made his debut on March 10, 2021 making two saves in 
8:15 of relief work, replacing Marc-Andre Fleury in a 4-3 loss at 
Minnesota. He started Tuesday night against Nashville, stopping 21 of 24 
Nashville shots in a 3-2 loss. 

Thompson, who was signed as a free-agent in the summer of 2020, was 
named the AHL’s goalie of the year for the 2020-21 season. He went 16-
6-1-2, 1.96 GAA, and a .943 save percentage in 23 games. 

Kneed Time 

Defenceman David Jiricek of Czechia played just 9:05 in his team’s first 
game against Canada at the 2022 WJC. A knee-on-knee collision with 
Windsor’s Will Cuylle forced him out of the game in the second period. 
He underwent knee surgery Wednesday and is expected to be out for an 
extended time frame. The 6-foot-3, 187-pound defender had five goals 
and 11 points in 26 games for HC Plzen of the Czech Extraliiga before 
leaving for the WJC. 

Jiricek was ranked eight in our December NHL draft rankings. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Far from average, Texas native Blake Coleman propels 
Flames on and off ice 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 6, 2022, 10:13 AM 

 

His wife is a former Dallas Cowboys cheerleader, his daughter is his 
good luck charm, Friends reruns are his salvation and pickle juice saved 
his career. 

Meet Blake Coleman, the only born-and-raised Texan to win a Stanley 
Cup. 

Yet, he doesn’t own cowboy boots. 

He's not your average hockey player. 

And he's doesn't have your typical family. 
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As famous as Coleman is as a two-time Stanley Cup winner whose skill 
set earned him a six-year, $29.4 million deal with the Flames, his wife 
Jordan has performed in front of more people than he has. 

Not just as a cheerleader for Dallas’ iconic group for three years, but later 
as a college football sideline reporter with CBS. 

“She reminds me of that actually,” laughed the 30-year-old, who started 
dating his sister’s childhood friend after she spent three years on the 
Cowboys sidelines. 

“She says, ‘Don’t forget I used to do things.’ I know it bums her out that I 
never got to see her in that role, performing. There were 80,000 people in 
(AT & T Stadium), so I’d say she’s had bigger crowds in her career.” 

Coleman will take centre stage Thursday at Amalie Arena, where he’ll 
gather with former Bolts teammates to receive his latest championship 
ring hours before facing off in a game that will include a video tribute 
welcoming back the popular winger. 

“It’s special, obviously,” said Coleman after Wednesday’s practice at his 
former rink. 

“I was thinking while I was walking down the tunnel, I was kind of flashing 
back to last time I was on that ice and I think it was 3 a.m., with a few 
bottles of champagne in me, and my whole family out there on the ice 
and just running around with my daughters out there.” 

His family will be right there with him again Thursday, sharing plenty 
more laughs and smiles as part of a whirlwind three years in which his 
stock skyrocketed. 

As fun-loving Texans, it should have surprised no one when Coleman 
and Jordan arrived at a team Halloween party in New Jersey a handful of 
years ago as each other – her wearing Devils hockey gear and him 
sporting tight white shorty shorts as a Cowboys cheerleader. 

“He actually got cat-called that night, getting out of the Uber,” laughed 
Jordan, who will also receive a commemorative Cup ring from the 
Lightning Thursday. 

“Some guys across the street whistled at him and then he turned around 
and did a hair flip, they saw his beard and they were just repulsed. It was 
really, really funny. 

“Oddly, I think he enjoyed it.” 

Confirmed. 

“That’s my proud moment,” he laughed. 

Married two-and-a-half years ago at Texas wedding that included cowboy 
hats as part of a dance routine to Old Town Road that Jordan 
choreographed, the duo started a family that includes Charlie, almost 2, 
and Carson, who was born last June. 

They were included in this year's clever Halloween costumes, as 
Coleman Campers. 

In November, Jordan brought the girls back to Arlington, Tex. where the 
Cowboys celebrated the 60th anniversary of their iconic cheerleading 
team. 

Bringing Charlie to hockey games, when possible, always seems to bring 
the best out in Coleman. 

“We started bringing Charlie in Tampa when she was really little and I 
think my goals per game is over one when she is there,” said Coleman, 
whose defensive prowess made him one of 465 men who've won at least 
two Cups. 

“It’s just kind of a strange coincidence. My wife likes to bring her, but it’s 
exhausting, so the first five or six games she came to I scored every 
game. So, I was all over my wife about making her come to all the 
games.” 

True to form, Jordan and Charlie showed up for the Flames home opener 
when daddy scored. 

“Oh my gosh, it was just so special,” said Jordan. 

“They have a really special bond, probably because she came out 
looking just like him. It’s like she’s his mini-me. He loves having her 
there.” 

The two insist their decision to pick Calgary over a large number of 
options this summer has surpassed expectations in terms of lifestyle and 
team dynamic. 

Living south of the city, the wide-open spaces remind them of Texas, and 
the upbeat attitude of Calgarians has blown them away. 

They've even learned to embrace the cold weather, as his recent Twitter 
post with frozen hair in a hot tub can attest. 

None of his success could have been possible without pickle juice. 

“I’ve had bad leg cramps since college — I thought I was going to have to 
retire,” said Coleman of the same massive gams that earned him that 
special Halloween attention. 

“I literally couldn’t get through games. I tried everything: salt stuff and hot 
shots and Gatorlites and nothing worked. My buddy in Colorado said 
‘you’ve got to try pickle juice.’ I remember in football it’s fairly common, at 
hot games in Texas players will drink pickle juice. 

“I said, ‘I’ll try anything.’ I’ve been good ever since.” 

Between periods he disgusts teammates by taking pickle juice shots out 
of a thermos provided by the team’s strength coaches. 

“In Jersey, I took a penalty and I asked one of my teammates to bring the 
jar over across the ice,” he said. 

“I was chugging pickle juice out of a jar and it went viral. Everyone in 
Jersey knows me as ‘Pickles.’ It’s good for hangovers too!” 

If that sounded like a sales pitch, so be it, as Coleman started his own 
pickle juice line before Covid hit. 

“I had about 20 companies send me their pickle juice or their brine to try, 
and I was getting shipments of random people’s pickles,” smiled 
Coleman. 

“Then fans would bring in pickles they made. It was weird. But then I 
decided to make my own, partially because I wanted sports bottles so I 
could dispose of them after the game. We partnered with one of the brine 
companies and we ran a batch of 3,500 bottles or so. I took a chunk of 
those and we sold off the rest. It was a fun little thing.” 

Not quite as much fun as Friends, which he watches daily. 

“I basically watch it every night before I go to bed or before a pre-game 
nap – I’m just a big fan,” said the former University of Miami (Ohio) star. 

“It kind of gets my mind away from everything. I’m one of those guys.” 

Asked if he was Joey fan, a Chandler fan or a Ross fan, his wife laughed. 

“He really likes Joey, but he loves Rachel, Jennifer Aniston,” said Jordan, 
who admits she too has gotten into the show. 

“It’s his long-time celebrity crush. I heard she was maybe at the hotel 
they were staying at in New York (earlier this season) and I said, ‘go find 
her and tell her that she is your crush.’” 

He didn’t. 

But there isn’t much he hasn’t done of late. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six goalies the Edmonton Oilers could target in potential 
trade 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

January 5, 2022, 1:45 PM 

 

All right, so the Edmonton Oilers have a few problems. 

By now we all know what they are. Depth scoring is one. If Connor 
McDavid or Leon Draisaitl don't have a productive night, there too often 
isn't enough else up front to push the team through. Zach Hyman, for all 
his early success, returns to Toronto Wednesday on a nine-game 
goalless drought. That doesn't help the dire situation. 

With a 2-8-2 record in their past 12 games, the Oilers have scored 29 
times for an average of just 2.42 goals per game. Edmonton is scoring 
nearly a goal less than expected during this stretch, so while that will 
undoubtedly improve eventually, we can't look past it as a major factor in 
the current slide. 

More subtly, the team might need to add blue-line depth, too. If the Oilers 
were challenging for a division crown or at least well into the playoffs and 
off the bubble, acquiring someone like rental defenceman Ben Chiarot 
was within the range of possibilities. But that move is more of a tweak 
and not necessarily something that will stop this fire. 

That brings us to goaltending, an area of little depth and a whole lot of 
concerns. 

GM Ken Holland's decision to run back Mike Smith was always risky. 
Smith was fabulous for the Oilers last season, but it went against the 
grain of where he was trending and where age-related decline generally 
factors. Smith will turn 40 in March and has played only five games this 
season due to injury (he'll return to the net Wednesday in Toronto). 

That has put more pressure and workload on Mikko Koskinen than 
expected and while the goalie did a serviceable job in the early going, 
winning 12 of his first 14 games with a .914 save percentage through 
Dec. 1, he has slumped recently. In his past six appearances, all losses, 
Koskinen has just an .866 save percentage. 

The risk with bringing Smith back was twofold: his age meant replicating 
last season's performance was always going to be a tall task, and if he 
got injured, relying on Koskinen for long stretches was going to be a 
challenge. Koskinen's $4.5 million Peter Chiarelli-inflated contract aside, 
he is a decent backup goalie being asked to do a whole heck of a lot 
more. Too much, really. 

Koskinen is right to point out the goal scoring has been lacking, with the 
Oilers giving him just seven goals of support in his past six games. But 
these struggles are emphasizing how risky Edmonton's approach to the 
goalie position was. After Wednesday's game in Toronto, the Oilers will 
play just one time in 12 days, so there's an opportunity for Holland to do 
something. Will it be the coach who's dismissed, or will a roster move be 
made? 

If it's a roster move, then the goalie situation would seem to be the one 
that could have the biggest impact. Though Smith returns Wednesday, 
questions will persist about how reliable his health will be and what the 
plan is come playoff time if he goes down again. For both the present 
and future of Edmonton's chances this season, it may be imperative to do 
something with the goalies before long. 

"I think you have to do something," Elliotte Friedman said on Tuesday's 
Jeff Marek Show. "I think you have to send a message to McDavid and 
Draisaitl and your players that we cannot afford to waste this season, but 
I think you also have to be smart about it. You're not giving up your best 
assets for a rental." 

If a move is made, we'll presume the cap-strapped Oilers would have to 
include Koskinen to make the dollars work, and that another asset or two 
would be needed to strike a deal. His contract expires at the end of the 
season. 

It's the situation, not the player, that needs to be addressed here, but 
what options could even be available to the Oilers? Varying possibilities 
are out there, and whether any of these names could be had in the near 
future is questionable. It's not as though these teams will be setting out to 
do the Oilers any favours ... 

Let's think about the playoff-bound teams that may be in the market for a 
goalie this season. Minnesota? They have a bottom-eight 5-on-5 team 
save percentage this season and Cam Talbot had been a fairly average 
starter with 25-year-old Kaapo Kahkonen behind him. And now Talbot is 
out indefinitely. Colorado? They acquired their new No. 1 over the 
summer with Darcy Kuemper, and though he started slowly, he's turned a 
bit of a corner lately. The thinking here could be to add a second, more 
experienced and proven netminder and go for a one-time, all-in push for 
the Cup with an elite tandem. Pittsburgh is always a nice idea for the 
storyline and was maybe even a legit possibility before the season. But 
Tristan Jarry, who faltered in the playoffs last season, has been great. If 
this one happens it, too, would be an endeavour to solidify a volatile 
position with depth. 

Fleury -- who has a 10-team no-trade list -- might be the biggest 
netminder name out there if available and none of the above teams has 
as great a need, or as much urgency to address it, as the Oilers. If Fleury 
was open to going to Edmonton, finding the right price could be tricky. 
He's a rental and, presumably, the Hawks would need to retain cap 
space on his $7 million tag, so that could add an asset. With the other 
needs in Edmonton's lineup, paying up for a rental at any position may 
not be the chosen course. But if you want someone who you could feel 
good about making a difference now, Fleury is it. 

Braden Holtby 

After a couple of seasons of decline, Holtby has found success again 
behind Dallas' stout defence, posting a .922 save percentage and saving 
5.30 goals above average (per Hockey Reference), a mark that ranks 
15th in the league and above any other goalie on this list. 

But here's the thing: Dallas' defence is great at preventing high-quality 
looks. They're eighth at defending scoring chances and seventh limiting 
high-danger opportunities at 5-on-5. So if Holtby was the goalie to target, 
he'd be tasked with moving from that situation to Edmonton's, a bottom-
half team by both measures. It would be a lot less cozy for Holtby in 
Edmonton's crease. 

The timing may not work for the Oilers anyway. Dallas is still figuring 
itself out, six points behind Edmonton in the standings with four games in 
hand. Whether they sell -- and what they sell -- may not be determined 
until closer to the deadline in late-March. If Edmonton wants to address 
this area of the roster soon, Holtby may not be attainable anyway. 

If he does become available, though, the price tag shouldn't be too high 
and the commitment ($2 million cap hit for this season only) is minimal. 

Chris Driedger 

A darling value goalie from last season, Driedger has had two stops on 
the injured list already and struggled on the ice with an .892 save rate 
and 3.49 GAA with Seattle. Both he and Philipp Grubauer were signed to 
multi-year deals (Driedger for three years, Grubauer six) and the idea 
was they could form a pretty reliable tandem. This is yet another 
reminder of how fickle goalie vibes can be. 

If things keep going the way they are, the Kraken could sell at the 
deadline, especially their rental players, and Mark Giordano would top a 
list of interest. It's not as if you're rebuilding an expansion team in the 
middle of its first season, but if the price was right they would have some 
attractive players on the trade market. At the expansion draft, some 
questioned why the Kraken didn't use more leverage to acquire draft 
picks as they have an entire organization to build out, but since they're 
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near the bottom of the league now it could be another opportunity to 
bring in picks. 

The tricky thing here for Seattle is that their underlying defensive 
numbers are really quite good. Sixth in shots against, third in high-danger 
chances against, and fourth in expected goals against per 60 minutes of 
5-on-5 action. Those rates have worsened somewhat in the past month, 
but the main issue with the team has been a lack of offence and subpar 
goaltending. 

So, do you move on from one of the netminders now? Grubauer would 
be difficult to trade with his contract, but Driedger is much more palatable 
in term and dollars. The Kraken have prioritized cap space and so we'd 
expect them not to retain any salary in a deal. If Koskinen was part of the 
return here, not only would Edmonton save money for this year's 
deadline, but the Kraken could perhaps get an extra asset and increase 
their cap room in the summer. 

Again, though, is Driedger so much of a clear upgrade for Edmonton? 
He's allowed four goals or more in five of his nine games played this 
season and hasn't been healthy. On top of that, where Koskinen could 
walk at season's end, the Oilers would have to include Driedger in their 
plans for another two seasons, so if he's not the answer that would 
create more headaches. There are no sure things in a trade, but there 
would be high risk in this move even if the acquisition cost wouldn't 
necessarily be a burden. 

Go back a year and perhaps this is a slightly more appealing option, 
though Korpisalo wasn't exactly outstanding in 2021 either. A pending 
UFA, Korpisalo makes $2.8 million against the cap and likely won't return 
to Columbus. The team has been open to moving a goalie for over a 
year, though Elvis Merzlikins has since assumed No. 1 duties and signed 
a long-term extension. 

Korpisalo returned from a spell on the COVID list Tuesday and allowed 
seven goals on 36 shots against the Lightning. His previous appearance 
was Dec. 16 against Edmonton, coming in relief and saving all 15 shots 
he faced in a loss. But in eight starts this season, Korpisalo has allowed 
four or more goals six times and his minus-9.19 goals saved above 
average is the second-worst mark in the league. He has name value but, 
no, acquiring Korpisalo as a rental doesn't appear to be the answer. 

Semyon Varlamov 

Here's where things get interesting and, perhaps, reasonably realistic if 
Holland makes an impact move. 

The Islanders have faced several challenges this season and an 
extremely slow start makes their playoff hopes already slim. New York is 
5-2-3 in its past 10 -- the Islanders' best run of the season -- and is still 
10 points out of the wild card with four teams between it and Boston. It is 
folly to count this team out, but that's a heavy lift. 

In net, Semyon Varlamov has been a rock for the Islanders in their past 
two seasons, both of which ended in the playoff semifinal. Playing behind 
one of the stingiest defences in the league, Varlamov had the NHL's best 
goals saved above expected total last season. 

This season, an injury delayed his start until mid-November and he's 
posted fairly average numbers in nine games (.910 save percentage). 
Meanwhile, 26-year-old Ilya Sorokin has taken over and sits eighth in the 
league by goals saved above expected. 

The question may be one of timing here, too. It may make sense for the 
Islanders to pivot to Sorokin as their next No. 1 and he is signed through 
2023-24. If they feel confident in him, it may also make sense to move 
out Varlamov's $5-million cap hit, which runs through next season as 
well. They're tight to the cap and could use that money elsewhere. 

But on the other hand, would Lou Lamoriello be open to this kind of white 
flag trade right now? They're probably not ready to give up on the 
playoffs yet and weaken their lot. If Varlamov can be had, though, he 
would be an intriguing target for the Oilers. It is worth noting he has a 16-
team no-trade list. 

The Canadiens could be in the market for just about anything. 

Their current No. 1, Jake Allen, would be the most easily attainable by 
the Oilers if Jeff Gorton is thinking of starting to tear things down. Allen 
makes $2.875 million against the cap this season and next, so Edmonton 
would have at least one half of a tandem already in place for next season 
at a reasonable cap cost. Allen has stepped in admirably during Carey 
Price's absence, though he isn't getting any favours behind this defence. 
He's a solid backup, credible tandem option, and someone who can 
probably handle the workload of a No. 1 at a more sustainable rate than 
Koskinen has proven capable. He may not steal games or series, but he 
may not lose them either. 

And, perhaps, that's a move that could be made sooner than later. 

But we also have to take this opportunity to raise Price's name because if 
the Habs do choose to rebuild the roster (which is no guarantee at this 
point), he would top the list of available players. In most cases, teams 
would need the Habs to retain some of Price's $10.5 million cap hit and 
the Oilers are no different there. This would be a massive deal, but the 
upside is obvious. 

Price's credentials are undeniable and he just carried a Cinderella 
Montreal team all the way to the final last season. The issue here, of 
course, is that he hasn't played a single game this season as he works 
on personal matters off the ice. There's no telling when, or if, he'll come 
back this season so if Price is the target, Edmonton will have to wait. 

Eric Engels addressed the possibility of a Price trade, and Edmonton as 
a destination, in his Wednesday mailbag. Price would be the best goalie 
the Oilers could get if he returns and waives his no-move clause to join 
McDavid and Co. But that acquisition cost wouldn't be cheap and a 
bidding war could erupt, too. 
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TSN.CA / Michigan teammates Power, Johnson on Olympic hopes, 
World Junior memories 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The pandemic cost Owen Power and Kent Johnson a shot at World 
Junior gold, but it also may have opened the door for an opportunity at 
Olympic glory. 

With National Hockey League players no longer heading to Beijing, the 
Michigan Wolverine teammates are among those in consideration to play 
for Hockey Canada next month.  

"It'd be something that'd be extremely special," said Power, a 
defenceman who was picked first overall by the Buffalo Sabres at the 
2021 NHL draft. "It's obviously something I'd love to do. I'm hopeful I'll 
make the team."  

"It'd be so special," agreed Johnson, a forward who was picked fifth 
overall by the Columbus Blue Jackets in July. "If selected, it'd be 
awesome to go."  

During a joint interview with TSN, Power and Johnson spoke about the 
Olympic opportunity, what they'll remember most about the abbreviated 
World Juniors in Edmonton, and how they deal with the uncertainty of 
pandemic life.  

What would it be like to go to China for the Olympics?  
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Power: "It'd be something that'd be pretty cool. They would have 
restrictions in place to prevent us from [getting] COVID, but just being 
there with all the athletes from all the countries would definitely be 
something that's really cool." 

Johnson: "I've heard that the Olympic experience is the best. I don't know 
completely what it would be like this year, but I think it'd still be awesome. 
It'd be a really cool experience." 

    Team Canada will have its Olympic Mens Hockey team in place in two 
weeks. Among the names I'm hearing on the list, include Mason 
MacTavish and Owen Power. Devan Dubnyk, Eduard Pasquale , Tyler 
Wotherspoon and Adam Cracknell also among the early names believed 
to be in the mix. 

What's your favourite Olympic memory? 

Johnson: "It's pretty easy: The [Sidney] Crosby goal. I'm from Vancouver. 
I didn't go to that game, but I was at a game earlier in that tournament 
against Switzerland. The Vancouver Olympics were really exciting for 
me."  

Power: "Mine is the exact same. I think the golden goal by Crosby. That's 
probably everyone's favourite moment."  

Where were you that day?  

Power: "I actually missed the goal. We saw parts of the game, but we 
had practice. I remember being at the rink and before we got on, we were 
watching. We went on and practised and after practice everyone was 
freaking out about the goal, obviously, and Canada winning."  

What was it like being at a game?  

Johnson: "It was so cool. They got the win in a shootout. I remember that 
[Jonas] Hiller was unreal for Switzerland. The atmosphere at an Olympic 
game – country on country, best on best – it was just something else."  

Peterborough Petes centre Mason McTavish, who was with you guys at 
the World Juniors, is also in the mix to play at the Olympics. What 
impression did he make on you? 

Power: "He really impressed me. He wasn't someone I had ever really 
seen play or played against. How big and strong he is and how well he 
can move and, obviously, he's really skilled. He seemed like the whole 
package."  

Johnson: "Loved playing with him. In the corners, he wins pretty much 
every battle and he won almost every faceoff. He's really skilled too, so 
it's not just that. He has a great scoring touch around the net and can 
make plays all through the ice. It was awesome."  

Has it sunk in yet, how the World Juniors ended?   

Johnson: "It's sunk in. It's horrible, but I also think that now it's all about 
perspective. We're back here and with our teammates in Michigan, so it's 
not too sad or anything. We're just kind of excited for games this 
weekend here. It's been good to be back and see everyone."  

Did you have any sense that was coming?  

Power: "Yeah, I mean, a little bit. You saw the first cases come up in the 
tournament and you kind of got that thought in the back of your head. 
When we got called down for the meeting it was actually the same text 
we got when we got when we shut down last year in Michigan. As soon 
as we got that I had a pretty good feeling that the tournament was going 
to be over."  

What was the last night in Edmonton like?  

Johnson: "It was weird. It was kind of just trying to hang out with the guys 
and all the staff and trying to make the best out of a bad situation, I 
guess. Just enjoying each other’s company ... a little bit of a sad tone. 
There are some great people you met there, so it was just nice to enjoy 
that last night.  

Power: "It was tough. It's a roller coaster. We were getting ready for a 
game and pretty excited to play and then getting that news that the 
tournament's cancelled. It was definitely tough for myself, and I think 
everyone."  

If the tournament gets played, do you think Canada wins gold?  

Johnson: "Being in the room and with the team we had, we had a lot of 
confidence. Obviously, yeah, I think so. But at the same time, I don't want 
to be that guy who's just saying, 'We would've 100 per cent won it.' Like, 
it's a sport and you got to respect your opponents too. I'm sure some 
teams feel that way as well. But obviously, I have a lot of confidence."  

Power: "We looked really good in the first two games, and I thought we 
were just going to continue to get better. I was excited and, like Kent 
said, had a lot of confidence in the group." 

What will you remember most about being part of Canada's national 
junior team?  

Johnson: "How good the guys were to me when I joined late [after a 
COVID quarantine] and how after two days it really felt like I was just as 
close with all the guys even though they had been there for a week and a 
half longer." 

Power: "Playing the games was pretty special. Playing with all the guys 
coming from all different parts of the country, I think that was pretty 
special. I made some friends that will last a long time ... One guy was 
Donovan Sebrango. I didn't really know him going in and we got pretty 
close as the tournament went on. He's someone I didn't know that well 
and got to know just being with him."  

What moment will stick with you moving forward?  

Johnson: "I think scoring a goal. Obviously, I only had one in the World 
Juniors, so I'll probably remember that forever."  

How do you deal with the uncertainty of pandemic life?  

Johnson: "It's crazy. Now I've had three hockey events cancelled. I feel 
like it's been getting easier. It's [about] trying to stay in the moment and 
not look too far ahead. Every day you're playing hockey and every game, 
you don't take anything for granted. The first year at Michigan I was so 
excited about the first game we got to play, because we didn't know if 
we'd get to play at all. When we were testing negative, it was a sigh of 
relief every game. So, don't take it for granted."  

Are you watching the news at all?  

Power: "I try not to really follow the news. I think it's a lot of negativity, so 
I don't think it's great to look at. I take it day by day. Anything could 
change pretty much within the hour it seems. So, for me, I try and live in 
the present and not look too far forward, because it seems like anything 
can happen right now."  

Connor Bedard scored four goals in what became your final World 
Juniors game. Then he had four goals in his first game back in the 
Western Hockey League with Regina. I take it you weren't surprised? 

Johnson: "That was unreal. They were all really good shots too, so it was 
pretty cool to watch. I think at the start of the year he was probably a little 
snakebitten. He wasn't scoring as much as normal, so it kind of made 
sense that he broke out there and in the WHL too."  

Power: "He's a real special talent. I thought he was unbelievable in all the 
games and really impressed me and everyone by just showing how well 
he can play even though he's one of the younger kids." 

Owen, what's your perspective on how Kent has handled this season? 
What stands out? 

Power: "Just his work ethic and attitude. You saw it, especially with 
COVID. I think he handled that real well and was real positive about it. 
He did whatever he could to stay in shape and be ready for the World 
Juniors while he was in quarantine. I think that's pretty impressive."  
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Kent, what's impressed you about Owen's season?  

Johnson: "Just daily his work ethic and then there's what he can do in 
games like against the Czech Republic [scoring three goals]. And just 
being a good friend and being there for me when I had COVID. He was 
talking to me when he was at camp, and I was by myself. So, that was 
really nice of him." 
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