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Canes offense stays red hot as Carolina tops Calgary for its ninth win in 10 games 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had a lot more practices than 
games the past few weeks, which coaches like and players 
generally loathe. 

As Canes center Sebastian Aho said after Friday’s morning 
skate, “I hope all that practice is just building for better 
games in the future.” 

The week of work translated into a 6-3 victory Friday night 
over the Calgary Flames, but only after a slow start at PNC 
Arena. The Canes found their rhythm and scored three times 
in the second period in winning on home ice for the first time 
in 2022 and picking up their fifth straight victory and ninth in 
the past 10 games. 

Forward Andrei Svechnikov had a pair of goals and 
defenseman Brady Skjei, with another burst of offense, had a 
goal and two assists for the Canes (24-7-1), who moved into 
first place in the Metropolitan Division. Skjei, who scored 
twice Saturday in the 7-4 win at Columbus, has seven points 
in his past four games. 

“I’ve just been lucky to take advantage of those opportunities 
and hopefully I can keep finding those spots and put the 
puck in the back of the net,” Skjei said. 

Jesper Fast, playing his 500th career game, had the Canes’ 
first goal late in the first period as 13 players figured in the 
scoring. Derek Stepan and Tony DeAngelo also scored as 
the Canes beat the Flames for the second time this season, 
DeAngelo getting the eventual game-winner at 12:35 of the 
second. 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen had 20 of his 36 saves in 
the opening period in picking up his 18th win of the season. 
The Canes got out of the period with a 1-1 tie, then scored 
three times in the second. 

“Freddie was outstanding,” Fast said. “It’s not acceptable to 
give up 21 shots the way we did in the first period.” 

The Flames (17-10-5), ending a five-game road trip, made 
the Canes earn it. Trailing 4-1, Calgary got a goal from 
Matthew Tkachuk in the second and then a breakaway score 
from Johnny Gaudreau to pull within 4-3 midway through the 
third. 

“We had a little momentum, we were right there, then we let 
the game get away from us,” Gaudreau said. 

The Canes killed off a Svechnikov penalty to keep the lead 
— the Flames were 0-4 on the power play. Skjei then scored 

on an open shot from the top of the slot, and Svechnikov 
notched his second of the game on a power play after the 
Flames unsuccessfully challenged the Skjei score, claiming 
goalie interference. 

Fast tied the score 1-1 in the first period with the redirection 
of a Brett Pesce shot from the point. Fast had tested goalie 
Dan Vladar with a backhander in the low slot on his previous 
shift, but beat him by getting a piece of the Pesce shot in the 
right circle or his eighth of the season. 

The first 15 minutes of the game belonged to the Flames, 
who were beaten 4-1 by Tampa Bay on Thursday but had 
plenty of zip a night later. Calgary finished the period with a 
21-10 shooting edge — the most shots allowed in a period 
this season by the Canes, who were giving up 26.8 in a 
game. 

“I kind of figured that was going to happen,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said of the sluggish start. “Playing a real 
good team that plays quick and hard and we just came off 
that long break. As much as you talk about it you’ve got to be 
in the rhythm and it took us a while. Freddie kept us in it that 
first period.” 

Calgary’s Blake Coleman sniped a shot past Andersen at 
5:12 of the first after a Jordan Staal turnover and Matthew 
Tkachuk picked up his 15th in the second period. 

The Canes piled up zone time in the second. Stepan took a 
pass from Steven Lorentz and scored for a 2-1 lead after a 
strong forechecking shift by the Canes’ fourth line. 
Svechnikov then made it 3-1 with a shot between the circles 
that got through defenseman Noah Hanifin and then trickled 
through Vladar’s pads. 

DeAngelo had a second-effort goal. Vladar stopped a shot by 
the defenseman from the right circle, but Aho tipped the puck 
in front as DeAngelo circled the net and was in position for a 
second chance on the far side. 

“The second period was the exact opposite (of the first) and 
it totally flipped and we had our legs and we took it to them 
the whole period,” Brind’Amour said. 

The game was a matchup of two teams that have had their 
rosters and schedules altered and skewed during what has 
been a disjointed season. The Canes are back to full 
strength, able to sit forward Jordan Martinook and 
defenseman Brendan Smith as healthy scratches. 

That depth could be tested Saturday when the Canes finish 
off a back-to-back with a game against the Florida Panthers. 
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Why is no one talking about the Carolina Hurricanes? 

By Sara Civian  

I’m not that girl. In fact, people tweeting “Why is no one 
talking about (insert thing here)?” is one of my biggest 
internet pet peeves. And don’t you dare call me a Hurricanes 
homer, or I’ll gently remind you I’m from Boston. 

But I had some time on my hands while on COVID-19 
protocol this week, and I consumed all sorts of hockey 
content. I mean, I really dug in there, folks. 

I found myself asking a question that usually makes me roll 
my eyes. 

Why is nobody talking about the Canes? 

I listened to at least four podcasts, read tons of national 
stories across multiple publications and even perused 
Instagram. There was a sentence here and there, sure, but 
why is no one on a national level really talking about this 24-
7-1 team? 

Fine, I’ll do it myself. 

Let’s start with the objective stats after their 6-3 win over the 
Flames on Friday. 

The Canes lead the league in: 

• Point percentage (.766) 
• Wins and ROW (24, with only 32 games played) 
• Goal differential (plus-43, 10 more than No. 2 Colorado) 
• Fewest goals against (69, nice!) 
• Fewest goals against per game (2.13) 
• Fewest shots against per game (27.2) 

And those are just some of the categories in which they rank 
first. 

• They’re second in penalty kill percentage (89.8) 
• Fifth in goals per game (3.5) 

I could go on, but you get the point. Their basic vitals are 
solid, especially when you compare them around the league. 
That should be enough to at least get people talking. 

What gives? 

Our very own Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille have 
some ideas. They’ve both been hesitant to place the Canes 
too high in their power rankings all season for reasons they 
admittedly don’t truly understand, and many of y’all weren’t 
exactly pleased by this week’s No. 4 ranking. 

“I was trying to figure out why I’m slightly — slightly! — cold 
on the Hurricanes, and I think it comes down to scoring 
depth,” Mr. Gentille argued. “Everyone loves Sebastian Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov, but they probably 
need a bit more consistent help if they want to make a true 
run.” 

Sean, I love ya, but this team is literally built on depth. If we 
compare with the rankings’ beloved Maple Leafs, both teams 
have exactly 13 players with at least 10 points. Eleven 
Hurricanes have at least five goals. Every single player on 
the team has at least six points. Thirteen Hurricanes made 
the scoresheet Friday night alone, with goals from Derek 
Stepan, Jesper Fast, Brady Skjei and Tony DeAngelo. And 
OK, fine, two from Svechnikov. 

I don’t know what exemplifies depth quite like winning while 
short-handed and all of your stars were out with COVID-19. 
Well, coming back from a 4-0 deficit to win 7-4 last week is 
up there. 

“It’s all about team effort,” Aho told me after morning skate 
Friday. “Obviously here and there you need individual efforts 
from your bigger players — goalies have been huge for us, 
for example. But then again, our system is built so we have 
that depth. Going from the back end we have six or seven 
really good defensemen, then we’ve got four lines that can 
score.” 

I’d argue the most worrisome thing about this Hurricanes 
squad making a deep run is exactly the opposite: Will the 
young stars elevate in the big moments? Luszczyszyn’s 
argument against the Canes was more along those lines: 

“They’re first in points percentage and goal differential this 
season, first in goals percentage at five-on-five and have the 
best penalty kill in the league to go with a top-10 power play. 
And I’m even colder on them!” he said (deep breaths). “I’m 
not quite sure what it is, but for me it might be that the three 
teams ahead have the high-end ‘oomph’ that Carolina 
doesn’t quite have.” 

It’s up to Aho, Svechnikov, Teravainen and Freddie 
Andersen to prove that wrong come playoffs. And to be fair 
to the rankings boys, they’ve said over and over they purely 
run on “vibes.” 

So I asked head coach Rod Brind’Amour for his vibe check 
ahead of Friday’s game. Why is no one talking about this 
team? Is it lack of a real superstar? Had he ever been on a 
team like this, and how much did the lack of star power 
matter? 

“Well, obviously I don’t like bringing up 20 years ago or 
however long it’s been,” he said. “But when we won our 
Stanley Cup, it wasn’t one superstar player. It was a team 
effort. I think that’s how you gotta win it. Obviously you look 
at Tampa, they’ve got some superstar players but they’ve 
also got a good team up and down the lineup. You know, it’s 
OK if they’re not talking about us right now. I just hope 
they’re talking about us at the end of the year.” 

Check back later for the oomph per 60. 
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Category 5: After another layoff, Hurricanes ready to ramp up 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — With the holidays and their COVID troubles — 
at least for the time being — in the rearview mirror, the 
Hurricanes get back to action Friday after waiting five days 
between games. 

Carolina is four points behind Tampa Bay for the most points 
in the league, but the Hurricanes’ 47 points have come in just 
31 games — five fewer than the Lightning — and the team’s 
.758 points percentage is easily tops in the league. 
Saturday’s opponent, Florida, is second at .721. 

Category 1 

The Hurricanes have played just twice in two weeks, and 
both those games — a Dec. 30th 4-0 home win over 
Montreal and the New Year’s Day’s come-from-behind 7-4 
win in Columbus — happened in a three-day span. 

Now Carolina will play five times in nine days, starting with 
back-to-back games at home tonight and Saturday against 
Calgary and Florida, respectively. 

“You just want to get playing and kind of keep their machine 
rolling,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said before Friday’s game. 
“So we’ve got to get up to speed here. This layoff — I said it 
coming out of the last layoff, it looked a little rusty. And now 
we’ve had another layoff. 

“That’s certainly not ideal, but we’re going to have to be 
ready to answer the bell right away here.” 

It will be the Flames’ fourth game in six nights and they’ve 
lost two straight, including last night’s 4-1 loss in Tampa Bay. 
It’s weird to think the Hurricanes have played just six games 
since they previously faced Calgary — a 2-1 overtime win on 
the road nearly a month ago on Dec. 9. Sebastian Aho had 
both goals that night, and he has played just three times 
since that win. 

“Our schedule has been not been ideal lately here,” he said. 
“Then again, we should be all rested up and ready to go.” 

Category 2 

There is a lot of disappointment after the NHL pulled out of 
the Olympics. It’s a tough pill to swallow for any player who 
had a great shot at going to Beijing, and tougher for the 
players who might be missing their only chance to compete 
for their country on the Olympic stage. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen and Denmark were set to make 
their first appearance in 75 years, and neither the country nor 
the 32-year-old is guaranteed a spot in four years. 

For younger players, the opportunity will probably come 
again. That doesn’t mean they’re not discouraged. 

“Of course, I was a little bit disappointed,” Andrei Svechnikov 
said of not getting to play for Russia. “I’m not sure if I was 
going to make the team — hopefully. But obviously it’s a little 
bit frustrating, but I think it’s understandable because there’s 
so many cases and all that kind of (poop) with the COVID. … 
Yeah, it’s hard. It’s hard for sure.” 

Martin Necas was expected to make Team Czechia, but now 
the almost 23-year-old will have to wait. 

“You never know what’s going to happen in the future, and of 
course you want to go out there and play for your country in 
the Olympics, which is everybody’s dream since being a 
young kid,” he said. “Kind of the same as playing in the NHL. 

“Yeah, it hurts, but what can we do, right?” 

One final note on Czechia: Yes, that’s new, in a way. 

“I heard it’s Czechia. Actually, I have no idea why,” Necas 
said with a laugh. “I don’t know. I’m from Czech, but I have 
no idea why we’re called Czechia now.” 

It’s not a new country nor a new name for what North 
Americans have called Czech Republic, but the International 
Ice Hockey Federation officially updated the country name to 
Czechia (pronounced cheh·kee·uh) in December. It’s been 
used at times for years, but the change will probably stick in 
hockey circles now that that’s how the team will be referred 
to in international play. 

Category 3 

Speaking of Necas, he’s found himself in a new spot on the 
power play, playing his off side on the top unit with Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent Trocheck and Tony DeAngelo. 
That opens up the opportunity that we’ll see more of Necas’ 
one-timer from the left circle. 

Necas scored plenty from this spot in the AHL, and it’s not a 
coincidence that it looks pretty familiar to 
Southeast/Metropolitan Division observers. 

“(Alex Ovechkin) was my favorite player growing up, so I was 
always looking up to him,” Necas said. “There is nobody in 
the league who’s got a shot like Ovi, but we’re all trying to be 
as good as him.” 
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Necas said he’s very comfortable from that spot at 5-on-4. 

“I always used to play there, especially in Charlotte I felt 
pretty comfortable there, and just trying to work on my shot 
every day,” Necas said. “The most important thing is just 
keep shooting. … I’m pretty comfortable there, and it’s time 
to score some goals from there.” 

On top of it being a deadly weapon on the power play, it’s 
combined with the fact Necas has incredible vision and is 
just as likely to slap pass to an open player through the 
seam. That can be tough to defend. 

“He can really shoot the puck … he can dish the puck, he 
can see the ice pretty well,” Aho said. “And also for entries, 
he’s a very good skater and has the ability to hang onto the 
puck.” 

Category 4 

Jesper Fast seemed a bit surprised when it was brought to 
his attention that Friday would be his 500th career game. 

“I didn’t think about that, but you’re right,” Fast said. “I’m very 
honored to be in this league for so long.” 

Fast, in the second year of a three-year contract signed 
before the 2020-21 season, has been as advertised in his 77 
games with the Hurricanes. His scoring is up a bit from his 
seven years with the Rangers (0.40 points per game 
compared to 0.35 in New York), which can mostly be 
attributed to a 17.1% shooting percentage since joining 
Carolina. 

His ice time has been nearly identical (14:57 in Carolina, 20 
seconds more per game than in New York), and he even got 
his first two career power plays goals since coming to 
Raleigh. He’s also one of only six players to have played in 
all 31 of the Hurricanes’ games so far, joining Teravainen, 
Trocheck, Jaccob Slavin and Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Category 5 

Yes, the “one game at a time” quote is a cliche, but when 
you listen to the Hurricanes’ players talk, they have bought 
into Brind’Amour’s carpe diem mentality. 

Another part of that is not caring what obstacles are in the 
way. I asked Fast if it would mean a little more to face 
Calgary goalie and countryman Jacob Markstrom on Friday. 

“You don’t try to think about who’s in goal or who you play 
against when you’re out there, just focus on doing the right 
things out there yourself,” Fast said. 

I also asked Andersen if the game at Toronto being 
rescheduled — thus likely allowing him to start on the road 
against his old team after he was initially set to miss it while 
in the COVID protocol — was one silver lining to all the 
scheduling chaos that has occurred. 

“I really don’t care,” he said. “It’s not in my thoughts right 
now.” 

Aho summed it up best when he was asked if the coming 
schedule crunch could be a problem for a team whose 
identity is based on hard work and effort. 

“Nope. Not at all,” Aho curtly answered. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes shake off rust, blow past Flames 
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By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — For most of the opening 20 minutes of Friday’s 
game, the Carolina Hurricanes looked like a team that hadn’t 
played since last weekend. 

The team that showed up for the second period looked like it 
hadn’t missed a beat. 

Carolina got goals from Derek Stepan, Andrei Svechnikov 
and Tony DeAngelo in the middle frame to seize control and 
never looked back, winning 6-3 for their fifth straight victory 
and a season sweep of the Calgary Flames in front of 16,281 
at PNC Arena. 

“I kind of figured that was going to happen,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said of his team’s slow start. 
“Playing a really good team that plays quick, plays hard. 
We’re just coming off that long break, and as much as you 
talk about it, you’ve got to be in the rhythm. It just took us a 
while.” 

After a disjointed first period that saw the Hurricanes outshot 
21-10, Carolina more than doubled up the Flames 18-7 in the 
second and scored three times in 4:55. 

With the game tied 1-1, Steven Lorentz made a power move 
toward the Calgary net but lost control of the puck. It went 
right to Stepan, who put a shot past Dan Vladar (31 saves) 
for his fourth goal of the year to give Carolina its first lead at 
7:40 of the second period. 

Just over 100 seconds later, Svechnikov doubled the lead 
when he was able to corral a pass that was behind him and 
fire a shot that tricked through Vladar at 9:22. 

Then, after a scramble near the Calgary net, DeAngelo 
cleaned up a loose puck to Vladar’s right and scored his 
sixth of the season to make it 4-1 at 12:35. 

The Flames clawed their way back into the game, getting a 
goal from Matthew Tkachuk at 13:26 of the second and 
another from Johnny Gaudreau on a breakaway near the 
third period’s midway point to make it 4-3 Carolina. 

Svechnikov then took a penalty that gave Calgary a chance 
to tie the game on the power play. But Carolina’s penalty kill 
— last scored upon Dec. 7 — brushed off the Flames’ man 
advantage. 

“It’s been good. We’ve got to keep it going,” defenseman 
Brady Skjei said of the league’s second-ranked PK. 

Skjei then contributed offensively, ripping a shot past Vladar 
on a delayed penalty for the second three-point night of his 
career at 18:08. He has seven points in his last four games. 

“I’ve honestly had some pretty good looks coming right down 
the slot, and I’ve just been lucky to take advantage of those 
opportunities,” Skjei said. “Hopefully I can keep finding those 
spots and putting the puck in the back of the net.” 

Brind’Amour often talks about needing contributions from up 
and down the lineup, and while being half of a shutdown pair 
with Brett Pesce is Skjei’s main calling card, the coach 
knows there’s more to his game than defense. 

“It’s not really surprising to me that he’s able to do this,” 
Brind’Amour said of Skjei, who had two goals in Carolina’s 
last game, a 7-4 win in Columbus. 

Skjei doesn’t expect his hot streak to last forever. When 
asked if he can be expected to notch at least one goal a 
game going forward, he chuckled and suggested no one 
should put money down on his goal streak continuing in 
perpetuity. 

“No,” he said with a grin. “I would love to, but we’ll see how 
long this lasts. I’d say the betting odds of that lasting pretty 
small.” 

The Flames made a last-ditch effort by challenging Skjei’s 
goal for goaltender interference, but it failed, and Svechnikov 
got his second of the night and 12th of the season on the 
power play with 55 seconds remaining to put an end cap on 
a 6-3 win. 

“Always when you score you’re going to get more confident,” 
said Svechnikov, who has three goals and two assists in his 
last three games after managing just one point in the first five 
games of December. “It wasn’t lucky for me the last 10 
games probably. I tried to shoot but it wasn’t going in. So 
thank god I scored a couple today and we’ll see from that.” 

None of it would have mattered had Carolina not survived 
the first — largely because of Frederik Andersen. 

The rust that Brind’Amour was worried about after a long 
layoff was evident early. Andersen (36 saves) blockered 
away a chance following a Lorentz neutral zone turnover, but 
that was quickly followed by another miscue that wound up in 
Carolina’s net. 

Jordan Staal attempted to chip the puck back to the defense 
at the Hurricanes’ blue line, but it instead went directly to 
Calgary’s Blake Coleman, who fired a shot that beat 
Andersen cleanly and gave the Flames a 1-0 lead 5:12 into 
the game. 

But despite allowing the most shots on goal in any period this 
season, Carolina escaped the first period even on the 
scoreboard thanks to Andersen and the equalizing goal with 
2:45 left in the first. 

Skjei first worked the puck to the point, and Pesce’s shot was 
redirected by Jesper Fast — playing in his 500th career NHL 
game — past Vladar to tie the game at 1-1. 

“That was a turning point,” Brind’Amour said. “I think it was, 
“OK, wow. We’re not playing that great, but we’re not down.’” 

Fast, who also had an assist, said the Hurricanes of old were 
back at the start of the second. 

“I think we became a little bit of a different team after the first 
period there, and we really deserved the lead we got in the 
second period,” he said. 

Notes: Carolina won 39 of 63 faceoffs (62%), led by a 12-of-
17 effort by Sebastian Aho. … Lorentz entered the game 
with five goals and no assists but earned to helpers in the 
win. … Lindholm now has points in all three games he’s 
played as a visitor in Raleigh, but he was held without a shot 
on goal on Friday. … Noah Hanifin, the other former 
Hurricanes draft pick traded to the Flames during the 
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summer of 2019, was a minus-3. … Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
assisted on Skjei’s goal and extended his point streak to a 
career-best six games. His previous longest point streak was 

Feb. 2-7, 2019, when he had goals in four straight games as 
a rookie with Montreal. 

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Battle From Behind To Douse Flames 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes moved their win 
streak to five Friday night, battling from behind to take down 
the Calgary Flames by a score of 6-3.  

Albeit not an excuse in the eyes of Head Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour, the Canes came out of the gate with one of 
their slowest starts to the season, allowing Calgary to jump 
out to a 1-0 lead and an eventual 15-3 shots advantage. The 
Flames pressure allowed them to dictate the play, forcing the 
home side to rely heavily on goaltender Frederik Andersen. 

The trusty backstop was up to par on all of Calgary's opening 
period 21 shots, except for a Blake Coleman snap that came 
as a result of some miscommunication by two Canes skaters 
in their own end. 

Before the two sides reached the first horn Carolina was able 
to knot the contest at 1-1, coming courtesy of Jesper Fast. 
Playing in his 500th game, the winger redirected a Brett 
Pesce blast past Dan Vladar, who was making his second 
start in as many nights for the Flames. 

Fast's eighth of the year gave his club some much needed 
life after being outplayed for the opening 17-plus minutes of 
the opening frame. 

After another chance in the closing moments of the first, the 
Canes were able to parlay their newfound momentum into a 
massive swing in the second period. In a span of under five 
minutes during the middle portion of the frame, Derek 
Stepan, Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo were all able 
to find the back of the net, giving their club a 4-1 advantage 
in a quick turn of events.  

Despite the four straight goals against, Calgary did not roll 
over, in fact eventually making it a 4-3 game in the third 
period. Althought they did not score on their four power play 
attempts they were able to create some momentum back in 
their direction with their time spent on the man advantage. 

A one-goal game with just two minutes to play, the dagger 
came in the form of Brady Skjei's third marker in two games, 
giving his team the 5-3 lead. Calgary challenged for 
goaltender interference, which failed, and in turn gave 
Carolina a power play, one that Svechnikov buried his 
second of the night on. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on how relieved he was for his team to get 
the victory after the team's start... 

"I kind of figured that was going to happen. We were playing 
a real good team that plays quick and hard. We'd just come 
off that long break and as much as you talk about it, you 
have to be in a rhythm and it just took us a while. Freddie 
kept us in the game. That first period we were fortunate to 
come out of there 1-1 for sure." 

Jesper Fast sharing if he felt that his goal turned the tide for 
his team... 

"I feel like you always get energy from scoring a goal. 
Especially during that time, we needed a goal. We needed to 
get some confidence and move our legs a little bit more. I felt 
like we were standing still and turning the puck over a lot in 
the first period. I think we became a different team after the 
first and we deserved the lead we got in the second period." 

Brady Skjei, who scored in his second straight game, 
answering if fans can expect at least one goal per game... 

"No. I would love to, we'll see how long this lasts, but I think 
the odds of that lasting are pretty small. No, but we'll see." 

What's Next?: 

The team turns right back around to play tomorrow night 
against Florida at PNC Arena. Tickets are on sale now here. 

Bonus Notes: 

 With an assist on Skjei's goal, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
now has points in six consecutive games. 

 In addition to his goal, Skjei had two assists, giving 
him his first three-point night of the season. He now 
has seven points in his last three games. 

 Frederik Andersen finished with 36 stops on 39 
shots, earning his 18th win of the season. The 36 
saves are his third most on the season. 

 The club's penalty kill went a perfect four-for-four 
tonight, moving their current streak to 26 
consecutive kills. They have now gone a calendar 
month without allowing a power play goal. 

 Carolina now has nine wins in their last ten games, 
dating back to December 4. 
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Hurricanes score six, defeat Flames for fifth straight win 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Brady Skjei had a goal and two assists, 
and the Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning streak to 
five games with a 6-3 victory against the Calgary Flames at 
PNC Arena on Friday. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals, and Jesper Fast had a 
goal and an assist in his 500th NHL game for the Hurricanes 
(24-7-1). Frederik Andersen made 36 saves for his seventh 
straight win. Carolina had not played since a 7-4 win against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on Jan. 1. 

"Of course you feel that, and you're not in game shape," 
Svechnikov said. "Obivously, our first period wasn't our best, 
but I think we played a great game after the first period." 

Blake Coleman, Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau 
scored for the Flames (17-10-6), who finished a five-game 
road trip with their third straight loss. Dan Vladar made 31 
saves, one night after making 29 saves in a 4-1 loss to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Coleman took advantage of a Jordan Staal turnover and 
scored on a short-side wrist shot for a 1-0 lead at 5:12 of the 
first period. The Flames outshot the Hurricanes 21-10 in the 
first period. 

"It was the best period of the 15 on the trip," Calgary coach 
Darryl Sutter said. "It's the start we wanted, the emotion we 
wanted to see and the detail in how we want to play." 

Fast tipped Brett Pesce's shot from the point for his eighth 
goal of the season, tying it 1-1 at 17:15. 

"Especially during that time, we needed a goal to get some 
confidence going back and move our legs a little bit more," 
Fast said. "We were standing still a lot, and [there were] a lot 
of turnovers in the first period." 

Derek Stepan put the Hurricanes ahead 2-1 at 7:40 of the 
second period. Steven Lorentz held off Adam Ruzicka in the 
right face-off circle before feeding a backhand to Stepan in 
the slot. 

Svechnikov kept the puck on a 2-on-1 with Vincent Trocheck 
and scored from the slot to push the lead to 3-1 at 9:22. 

Tony DeAngelo scored into an open net for a 4-1 lead at 
12:35 after Sebastian Aho batted the puck off the crossbar. 

"You've got to be in the rhythm, and it took us a while," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "'Freddie' kept us in 

the game in the first period. In the second period, we had our 
legs and we took it to them the whole period. That was the 
difference in the game to me." 

Tkachuk scored his 15th goal of the season when he held 
the puck on a 2-on-1 and scored through the five-hole to cut 
Carolina's lead to 4-2 at 13:26. 

Gaudreau took a stretch pass from Erik Gudbranson and 
scored top shelf to cut the lead to 4-3 at 8:57 of the third 
period. 

"It's a one-goal game, we had a little momentum," Gaudreau 
said. "We were right there, then we let the game get away 
from us." 

Skjei scored on a wrist shot from the slot to make it 5-3 with 
1:52 left. The goal was upheld by video review after Calgary 
challenged for goaltender interference. Skjei has three goals 
and four assists in his past four games. 

"I've had some pretty good looks coming down the slot and 
I've been able to take advantage of those opportunities," 
Skjei said. "Hopefully I can keep finding those spots and 
putting the puck in the back of the net." 

Skjei has scored 12 points (four goals, eight assists) in 32 
games. 

"It's not really surprising he's able to do this," Brind'Amour 
said. "You don't expect that to happen at this rate, but if you 
watch his game, he's always getting scoring chances pretty 
much every night because he gets in the play so well." 

Svechnikov scored a power-play goal with 55 seconds 
remaining to make it 6-3. 

NOTES: Calgary has played 22 of its first 33 games on the 
road. ... Sutter said goalie Jacob Markstrom (undisclosed) 
did not play because he was not 100 percent healthy. … 
Fast has scored 181 points (69 goals, 112 assists) in his 500 
games for the Hurricanes and New York Rangers. … The 
Hurricanes swept the season series after a 2-1 overtime win 
at Calgary on Dec. 9. … Carolina went 5-for-5 on the penalty 
kill and has killed 27 straight penalties. … Lorentz had his 
first two assists of the season. … Svechnikov has five points 
(three goals, two assists) in a three-game point streak.  

 

 

Maple Leafs-Avalanche, Flames-Hurricanes highlight weekend schedule 
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By Kevin Weekes  

Each Friday, NHL Network and ESPN analyst Kevin Weekes 
will provide readers with three games he is looking forward to 
that weekend: 

Calgary Flames at Carolina Hurricanes (Friday, 7 p.m. ET; 
BSSO, SNW, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Flames (17-9-6) went 18 days between games in 
December because of COVID-19 concerns and came back 
with two wins. But they have lost their past two games, 6-2 at 
the Florida Panthers on Tuesday and 4-1 at the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Thursday. Goalie Jacob Markstrom (12-7-5, 
2.15 goals-against average, .926 save percentage, NHL-
leading five shutouts) is playing like a Vezina Trophy 
candidate. We know how good forwards Johnny Gaudreau 
and Matthew Tkachuk are, but forward Andrew Mangiapane 
has taken it to another level this season with 18 goals to lead 
Calgary. I love how the Flames have been playing under 
coach Darryl Sutter. 

The Hurricanes (23-7-1) are still very much Stanley Cup 
contenders. Goalie Frederik Andersen (17-5-0, 1.92 GAA, 
.929 save percentage, one shutout) has been a great 
offseason addition; he has played well and stayed healthy. 
Defenseman Tony DeAngelo (22 points; five goals, 17 
assists in 24 games) has been steady on the back end for a 
team that lost defenseman Dougie Hamilton to the New 
Jersey Devils via free agency on July 28. This team just 
continues to find ways to win no matter who is on the ice. 
Rod Brind'Amour, who won the Jack Adams Award as coach 
of the year last season, should be in the running again this 
season. 

Washington Capitals at St. Louis Blues (Friday, 8 p.m. ET; 
NHLN, SNE, SNO, SNP, BSMW, NBCSWA, NHL LIVE) 

We have to start with Alex Ovechkin, who has scored 50 
points (24 goals, 26 points) in 34 games and has been 
playing like he's 26 years old, not 36. It seems as if he hits 
another milestone every day. The Capitals (20-6-8) enter 
Friday tied with the New York Rangers for first in the 
Metropolitan Division and have gotten there despite center 
Nicklas Backstrom missing all but three games. Center 

Evgeny Kuznetsov has stepped up offensively with 33 points 
(11 goals, 22 assists) in 31 games, and John Carlson is 
playing like the top defenseman he is, tied for third in the 
NHL at the position with 32 points (eight goals, 24 assists) in 
34 games. 

The Blues (19-10-5) could be without their leading scorer, 
forward Vladimir Tarasenko (34 points; 14 goals, 20 assists 
in 34 games), who was placed in COVID-19 protocol 
Thursday, but they still have center Robert Thomas (25 
points; three goals, 22 assists in 27 games), center Jordan 
Kyrou (33 points; 13 goals, 20 assists in 30 games) and 
forward Pavel Buchnevich (30 points; 11 goals, 19 assists in 
31 games) to name a few. St. Louis is 7-2-1 in their past 10 
games and begins a five-game homestand.  

Toronto Maple Leafs at Colorado Avalanche (Saturday, 7 
p.m. ET; NHLN, CBC, SN, SN360, CITY, ALT, NHL LIVE) 

I just called Colorado's game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks a few days ago on ESPN+ and still can't believe 
that overtime goal by defenseman Cale Makar. He's a 
special player and will be in the Norris Trophy conversation 
as best defenseman in the NHL for a long time. The 
Avalanche lead the NHL in goals per game (4.30) by a wide 
margin (the Florida Panthers are second at 3.88). They are 
getting plenty of production from center Nazem Kadri (42 
points; 12 goals, 30 assists in 27 games), forward Mikko 
Rantanen (36 points; 16 goals, 20 assists in 27 games), 
forward Gabriel Landeskog (33 points; 13 goals, 20 assists in 
25 games) and center Nathan MacKinnon (33 points; four 
goals, 29 assists in 20 games). 

Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews, who led the NHL in 
goals last season with 41 in 52 games, ranks sixth this 
season, with 20 goals in 29 games. Forward William 
Nylander has probably been their most consistent player; he 
leads them with 35 points (15 goals, 20 assists) in 32 games. 
Morgan Rielly is quietly in the Norris Trophy conversation for 
best defenseman in the NHL with 27 points (four goals, 23 
assists) and a plus-15 rating in 32 games. Jack Campbell 
(17-5-2, 1.87 GAA, .939 save percentage) has thrived as the 
No. 1 goalie this season. 
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Svechniknov scores twice as Hurricanes beat Flames 6-3 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals 
and the Carolina Hurricanes returned to action after nearly a 
week layoff by beating the Calgary Flames 6-3 on Friday 
night. 

Brady Skjei had a goal and two assists, while Derek Stepan, 
Jesper Fast and Tony DeAngelo also scored and Steven 
Lorentz had two assists for Carolina, which won for the ninth 
time in 10 games and moved past Washington and the New 
York Rangers into first place in the Metropolitan Division.  

Frederik Andersen stopped 36 shots while playing a full 
game for the first time in nearly three weeks. 

“I kind of figured that was going to happen,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said of a slow start. “You just come 
off that long break. As much as you talk about it, you’ve got 
to be in the rhythm and it just took us a while. (Andersen) 
kept us in the game the first period.” 

Blake Coleman and Matthew Tkachuk had a goal and an 
assist, and Johnny Gaudreau also scored for the Flames, 

who’ve lost three straight for their longest stretch without a 
point this season.  

“We had a five-game trip,” Flames coach Darryl Sutter said. 
“You go on long trips, you try to get more points than games 
played. Tonight would have given us six (points) in five, so 
we fell short. We got four in five.” 

Dan Vladar stopped 31 shots while appearing in back-to-
back-games for only the second time this season after 
suffering the loss in Thursday night’s 4-1 defeat at Tampa 
Bay. 

The Hurricanes hadn’t played since Saturday because of a 
postponement. They endured a ragged first period before 
Stepan, Svechnikov and DeAngelo scored in a five-minute 
stretch of the second to take a 4-1 lead. 

“We came out a bit of a different team after that first period,” 
said Fast, who played in his 500th career game. “We 
deserved the lead we got in the second period.” 

Tkachuk scored his 13th of the season with 6:34 left in the 
second — less than a minute after DeAngelo’s goal — and 
Gaudreau cut Carolina’s lead to 4-3 with 11:03 to play. 

 

 

Huberdeau and Florida take on Carolina 

Florida Panthers (22-7-5, second in the Atlantic) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (24-7-1, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -137, Panthers 
+114; over/under is 6.5 

BOTTOM LINE: Jonathan Huberdeau leads Florida into a 
matchup with Carolina. He ranks fourth in the NHL with 44 
points, scoring 12 goals and recording 32 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 11-4-0 in Eastern Conference games. 
Carolina has scored 112 goals and ranks second in the 
Eastern Conference averaging 3.5 goals per game. 
Sebastian Aho leads the team with 15. 

The Panthers are 6-1-2 against opponents from the Atlantic. 
Florida leads the Eastern Conference shooting 36.9 shots 
per game while averaging 3.9 goals. 

Florida knocked off Carolina 5-2 in the last meeting between 
these teams on Nov. 6. Anthony Duclair scored two goals for 
the Panthers in the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho leads the Hurricanes with a plus-
13 in 29 games this season. Teuvo Teravainen has 11 points 
over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Aleksander Barkov leads the Panthers with 14 goals and has 
24 points. Huberdeau has four goals and 11 assists over the 
last 10 games for Florida. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 9-1-0, averaging 4.3 goals, 
7.5 assists, 3.6 penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while 
giving up 1.9 goals per game with a .930 save percentage. 

Panthers: 5-3-2, averaging four goals, 7.4 assists, 4.4 
penalties and 13.3 penalty minutes while giving up 3.5 goals 
per game with an .897 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Panthers: Spencer Knight: out (health protocols), Markus 
Nutivaara: out (undisclosed), Sam Reinhart: out (covid-19), 
Mason Marchment: out (covid-19). 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Buchnevich has been steal for Blues 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Friday 

Pavel Buchnevich, St. Louis Blues 

The St. Louis Blues have been one of the best offensive 
teams in the league this season and there have been two big 
developments to help drive them there. The first is the return 
of a healthy Vladimir Tarasenko and his re-emergence as a 
top-line star. The other has been the offseason acquisition of 
Pavel Buchnevich who has proven to be one of the best 
trades made by any team. The Blues acquired Buchnevich 
from the Rangers for Sammy Blais and a second round pick 
and then signed him to a long-term contract extension. 
Thanks to his three-point effort (two goals and an assist) in 
the Blues’ 5-1 win over the Washington Capitals on Friday, 
he is now up to 13 goals and 20 assists (33 total points) in 32 
games for the season. It has been a breakout year for a 
player that was probably very underappreciated — and 
probably under utilized — in New York before the trade. 
Friday’s game is already his 10th multi-point game of the 
season (including his second three-point game). He has six 
since the start of December, with all of those coming within 
the past nine games. He has multiple points in four of his 
past six games. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Friday 

The Blues put Friday’s game away with Ivan Barbashev‘s 
buzzer beating goal at the end of the second period. 

It came in a losing effort for the Calgary Flames, but Johnny 
Gaudreau‘s breakaway goal was a thing of beauty. Look at 
that pass to set him up. 

Brady Skjei had three points for the Hurricanes in their win 
over the Flames, including this goal late in the third period to 
help put the game out of reach after the Flames tried to 
make it close. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Friday 

Hurricanes’ depth on display 

On Friday our James O’Brien took a look at the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ depth and why it is a big part of what makes 
them such a dangerous team. That depth was on display on 
Friday night in a 6-3 win over the Flames with five different 
players factoring into the goal scoring and 13 of the 18 
skaters in the lineup recording at least one point. Andrei 

Svechnikov scored two goals in the win, while Derek Stepan, 
Tony DeAngelo, Brady Skjei, and Jesper Fast also found the 
back of the net. The Hurricanes’ win, combined with the 
Capitals’ loss, has them back in first place by total points 
while they still have a fairly commanding lead by points 
percentage. The Hurricanes are currently on a 126-point 
pace. The Florida Panthers are on the second-best pace at a 
118-point pace. 

Blues continue home dominance 

The Blues have been one of the top teams in the Western 
Conference so far this season, and their dominance on home 
ice has been driving a lot of that success. With Friday’s win 
they are now 13-3-2 on home ice this season and are 
currently on an 11-game point streak in their building. It has 
been nearly two months since they lost a regulation game at 
home. Their next four games are on home ice. 

Trent Frederic seems to avoid punishment 

The big story on Friday across the league was the Trent 
Frederic hit on Kirill Kaprizov that injured the Minnesota Wild 
superstar. He is going to miss Saturday’s game against 
Washington, while there has been no disciplinary hearing for 
Frederic for the hit. The Wild were extremely angry about the 
hit, believing it was a predatory and reckless hit that was not 
necessary. It is simply another in a long line of questionable 
plays this season that will not result in discipline from the 
league. There does not seem to be any consistency or 
reasoning for the decisions that get made in that regard from 
hit to hit. 

Saturday’s big story 

Saturday’s schedule is full of awesome games. Early in the 
day the Pittsburgh Penguins try to extend their winning 
streak to 11 games when they play the Dallas Stars. There 
are also a couple of great matchups with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs visiting the Colorado Avalanche and the Florida 
Panthers taking on the Carolina Hurricanes in a pair of 
games featuring some of the league’s best teams. The 
biggest story though is in Vegas where Marc-Andre Fleury 
makes his first visit back to face the Golden Knights as a 
visiting player. 

Friday’s NHL Scores 

Carolina Hurricanes 6, Calgary Flames 3 
St. Louis Blues 5, Washington Capitals 1 
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Depth is part of what makes Hurricanes so scary 

By James O'Brien  

After making some bold offseason changes, plenty of people 
feared a Carolina Hurricanes decline. Instead, the 
Hurricanes look about as frightening as they’ve ever looked. 

Really, it’s impressive just how well the Hurricanes’ big 
changes have worked out. Of course, a select group of 
naysayers won’t be impressed until this long-brewing storm 
results in the Hurricanes making a truly transcendent playoff 
run. 

Here’s a look at one major area of strength for the 
Hurricanes: depth. This team seems well-insulated in the 
event of injuries, and versatile enough to win against a 
variety of opponents. 

Maybe all of that depth could also inspire the Hurricanes to 
load up at the 2022 NHL Trade Deadline, too? Let’s dive in. 

Balanced, deep scoring options part of arsenal for 
Hurricanes 

Understandably, when someone brings up the Hurricanes’ 
offense, you might think of their (typical) top line of Sebastian 
Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, and Teuvo Teravainen. Such a 
view wouldn’t be outdated; Aho (34 points), Teravainen (25), 
and Svechnikov (24) rank as the Hurricanes’ top three 
scorers this season, even with some missed time. 

But those absences served as an opportunity for other 
Hurricanes to show that this team boasts quite the cache of 
other weapons. 

Take Jesperi Kotkaniemi, for instance. When you look at his 
full season of stats (eight goals, 15 points in 31 games), you 
probably won’t be impressed. 

But there have been glimpses of a more interesting player 
here and there. That’s most obvious right now; heading into 
Friday, Kotkaniemi is on a five-game point streak (1G, 6A). 
Kotkaniemi (2.11) is one of seven Hurricanes averaging at 
least two points per 60 minutes at even-strength this season, 
which ranks them among the top 100 skaters in the NHL. 

You can summarize the Hurricanes’ scoring more simply, 
too. Consider that 21 Hurricanes players have scored at 
least one goal this season, and three players are at 10+ 
goals. 

Beyond that top line, it’s easy to picture other playoff heroes 
emerging. People see plenty of future (and maybe present?) 

greatness in Martin Necas and Seth Jarvis. When Nino 
Niederreiter is hot, he can be truly deadly. 

It’s to the point where you risk forgetting about Vincent 
Trocheck, a player with a 75-point season on his resume. 
This expected goals chart from Evolving Hockey highlights 
the Hurricanes’ options beyond the obvious: 

That great scoring depth extends to their defense. With 
sturdy options available to do the heavier lifting, the 
Hurricanes have been able to deploy Tony DeAngelo much 
like the Rangers did: with offense as his primary focus. 

It may not necessarily be the most feel-good story, but 
DeAngelo’s been a boon for the Hurricanes, generating 22 
points in 24 games with a bargain $1M cap hit. 

Hurricanes could look different soon — maybe starting at 
2022 NHL Trade Deadline? 

The Hurricanes don’t just boast an array of options that 
makes them a versatile threat. They also employ plenty of 
players with the undeniable motivation of that next contract. 
Consider the noteworthy players in contract years, with cap 
hits: 

 Kotkaniemi, 21, and that funky offer sheet cap hit of 
$6.1 million (plus some troll change). 

 Niederreiter, 29, at $5.25M. 

 Trocheck, 28, carries a $4.75M cap hit. 

 Like it or not, DeAngelo (26, $1M) could gain a big 
raise after this productive season. 

 Swiping Ethan Bear from the Oilers ranks as yet 
another shrewd Hurricanes move. Still, the 24-year-
old’s $2M cap hit expires after this season. 

 Veterans like Derek Stepan, Ian Cole, and Brendan 
Smith are worth mentioning, even if their cap hits 
may simply go toward retaining players. 

With that array of expiring contracts, there could be added 
incentive for the Hurricanes to spend at the 2022 NHL Trade 
Deadline. After all, that depth might dry up after this season. 
Maybe. 

So many players on expiring contracts could also be a trade 
deadline boon if the Hurricanes wanted to make money work 
for a splashy move. 

In late November, Jeff Marek noted that the Hurricanes 
batted around a John Klingberg trade with the Stars. While a 
Klingberg trade didn’t come to fruition (yet?) for the 
Hurricanes, it hints at a team with serious ambitions, ones 
that could surface at the deadline. 

Collecting that sort of depth can allow the Hurricanes to trade 
a quality prospect or player without sweating as much as 
others might. 

Time will tell if the Hurricanes can put this all together. 
(Asking their goalies and penalty kill to stay this hot might be 
asking a bit much, for instance.) 

But so far, their roster looks like an example of brilliant 
hockey engineering, and they may just have the sturdy 
foundation to finally go far. 
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Weekend NHL picks: Capitals bounce back against Blues, expect a low-scoring affair in 
Flames vs. Hurricanes  

By Chris Bengel  

What's going on hockey fans? We're officially past the 
COVID-19 pause and the NHL is back in full swing, for the 
most part. 

We're drawing closer to the league's All-Star break, which is 
only a few weeks away. Unfortunately, we're not going to get 
to see some of the NHL's biggest stars at the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing after the league pulled out. The NHL has 
already seen so many games postponed as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and those games are going to need to 
be made up at some point. Some of those games likely will 
be played during the three-week period that would've been 
an Olympic break. 

While I understand why the NHL made the call to back out of 
the Olympics, it doesn't make it any less deflating. Some of 
the league's biggest stars like Auston Matthews and Connor 
McDavid have yet to participate on the global stage. It 
would've been a ton of fun seeing Matthews lead the United 
States throughout the Olympic tournament. Everybody 
remembers when T.J. Oshie captivated the nation during the 
2014 Olympics. It would've been awesome to see Matthews 
in a leading role like that. 

Anyway, enough of my sorrows. Friday offers only two 
games, but I have a play in each one, so let's get to the 
picks! 

The Hot Ticket 

Capitals vs. Blues, 8 p.m. | TV: NHL Network 

Latest Odds: Washington Capitals -110  

The Pick: Capitals (-105): This battle features two of the 
more impressive teams in the NHL this season, but also two 
teams that are going in two very different directions when it 
comes to being affected by COVID-19 outbreaks. Blues star 
Vladimir Tarasenko, along with defensemen Scott 
Perunovich and Jake Walman, were placed in COVID-19 
protocols on Thursday. Tarasenko is being listed as day-to-
day and probably won't be suiting up for this game. He 
currently leads the Blues with 34 points (14 goals and 20 
assists) and is coming off a strong performance in the Winter 
Classic in which he scored a goal and registered five shots-
on-goal. With Tarasenko in the lineup, the Blues' top line 
takes a big hit. 

Meanwhile, the Capitals are likely going to get forwards 
Nicklas Backstrom and T.J. Oshie back in the lineup after 
they both missed time due to a non-COVID-19 illness. In 
addition, defenseman Dmitry Orlov is slated to return to the 
ice after recently dealing with an upper-body injury. It's 
certainly been no secret that Alex Ovechkin has been playing 
some of the best hockey of his career this season. However, 
he's been doing the majority of that without Backstrom 
playing on the top line. With the Blues being shorthanded on 
defense, I expect Ovechkin and company to take advantage 
in this spot. 

Key Trend: The Capitals are 5-2 in their last seven games 
against the Central Division 

More NHL picks 

 Flames vs. Hurricanes, 7 p.m. | TV: ESPN+ 

Latest Odds: Under 6  

The Pick: Under 6.0 goals (-120): Now the goaltending 
matchup has yet to be officially announced, but Frederik 
Andersen should be in net for the Hurricanes and Jakob 
Markstrom should start for the Flames. The Flames did face 
the Lightning on Thursday, but backup goaltender Dan 
Vladar drew the start in that game and surrendered four 
goals in a 4-1 loss. In addition, the Hurricanes had an off day 
on Thursday, which likely signals that Andersen will be 
between the pipes. 

Andersen and Markstrom have been two of the top 
goaltenders across the league this season and are currently 
in the Vezina Trophy conversation. Andersen currently ranks 
third in the NHL with a 1.92 goals-against-average and has 
allowed two goals or fewer in five of his last six starts. On the 
other hand, Markstrom owns a 2.15 goals-against-average, 
which is good for fifth in the league. Now the Flames 
netminder is coming off his worst game of the season 
against the Panthers in which he surrendered a season-high 
six goals. The Panthers have scored the most goals (132) in 
the NHL this season, so it's understandable to have a bad 
outing in that spot. With the amount of talent in goal between 
Andersen and Markstrom, I'm comfortable taking the under 
here. 

Key Trend: The under is 6-1-1 in the Hurricanes last eight 
games against Western Conference teams

 

 

Panthers aim to take their show on the road vs. Hurricanes 
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By FLM  

The Florida Panthers head into Saturday night's game with 
the Carolina Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C., knowing that the 
road to an Atlantic Division title begins with improving their 
performance on the road. 

Florida is an NHL-best 18-3-0 on home ice this season, 
which is an amazing four more wins than any other team in 
the league. But the Panthers, who trail first-place Tampa Bay 
by two points, have won just four times (4-4-5) in 13 games 
away from Sunrise, Fla., which ties them for the second-
fewest road wins in the league. 

The Panthers managed to garner a point on the first stop of 
their two-game trip on Thursday night thanks to Jonathan 
Huberdeau's goal with 28.5 seconds left in regulation, which 
forced overtime in an eventual 6-5 shootout loss to the 
Dallas Stars. 

"I wouldn't say I was overly happy," said interim Florida head 
coach Andrew Brunette. "I thought we played a 50-50 
hockey game on the road. We had stretches that we played 
well and stretches where we didn't. Kind of wasn't our A-
game, but we found a way." 

Aleksander Barkov had two goals and Aaron Ekblad added 
three assists to lead the Panthers in a contest that also 
marked the 1,700th NHL game for forward Joe Thornton. 

"Obviously, we've been really good at home," Barkov said. 
"We've established that identity at home. Now we've got to 
figure out how to do it on the road." 

"We thought we could've gotten two (points) tonight," added 
Thornton, just the sixth player in NHL history to reach the 
1,700-game mark. "Now we'll get our rest and have a big 
game against Carolina on Saturday." 

The Hurricanes bring a five-game winning streak into the 
contest after defeating the visiting Calgary Flames 6-3 on 
Friday night to improve to 11-3-0 at home while also 
leapfrogging the Washington Capitals and New York 
Rangers to move into first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Brady Skjei had a goal and two assists and Andrei 
Svechnikov scored twice for the Hurricanes, who have won 
nine of their last 10 games. Frederik Andersen made 36 
saves for his seventh straight win. 

Carolina, which had a six-day break after a 7-4 win at 
Columbus on New Year's Day after a Monday game at 
Toronto was postponed, started slowly and gave up a 
season-high 21 shots and a goal to Blake Coleman in the 
first period. But the Hurricanes rebounded to score the next 
four goals, including one by Jesper Fast near the end of the 
first period, and never trailed again the rest of the way. 

"I kind of figured that was going to happen," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said of his team's slow start. 
"Playing a really good team that plays quick and hard, and 
we just came off that long break. As much as you talk about 
it, you've got to be in the rhythm. It just took us a while. 
(Andersen) kept us in the game in that first period, and we 
were fortunate to come out of there 1-1 for sure." 

Despite the rust, Carolina killed four more penalties to extend 
its streak to 26 in a row dating back to Dec. 7. 

"I think the guys have really taken that to heart," said 
Brind'Amour. "They take a lot of pride in that. ... It's a crucial 
part of the game, especially in a game like tonight where if 
they get one on the power play there it's a different game." 
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Game Preview: Carolina Hurricanes vs. Calgary Flames 

By Alec Sawyer  

Carolina Hurricanes (23-7-1) vs. Calgary Flames (17-9-6) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 32 
Friday, January 7, 2022 — 7:00 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

The Hurricanes return from a five-day hiatus Friday night at 
home, where they’ll play host to a Calgary Flames team on 
the back end of a very tough back-to-back.  

The Flames went to Tampa and lost 4-1 Thursday night after 
previously falling to the Panthers 6-2 on Tuesday. 

The Canes have had an empty week to practice and keep 
getting back to health, as Carolina now has no players in 
COVID protocol and only Jordan Martinook still battling 
injury. Last time out, Carolina scored seven unanswered 
goals against the Blue Jackets in a thrilling victory to kick off 
the new year. 

Friday’s meeting against the Flames will be the 500th NHL 
game for Jesper Fast, who will be skating in his 78th game 
for Carolina. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Flames 

Record 23-7-1 17-9-6 

Goals/Game 3.42 3.09 

Goals Against/Game 2.13 2.41 

Shots/Game 33.65 35.03 

Face Off Win % 55.2% 50.3% 

Power Play % (Rank) 23.7% (9th) 22.3% (11th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.5% (2nd) 84.2% (5th) 

ES Corsi For % 56.44% 53.91% 

ES PDO 101.67 100.56 

PIM/Game 09:17 09:11 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jacob Markstrom 

Record 17-5-0 12-7-5 

Save % .929 .926 

GAA 1.92 2.15 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Dan Vladar 

Record 5-2-1 5-2-1 

Save % .908 .921 

GAA 2.35 2.33 

 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes have won their last three games 
against the Flames, including a 3-2 overtime win in 
Calgary in December. Sebastian Aho had the 
overtime winner in that one.  

 All time, Carolina is 25-44-7-2 against the Flames. 

 The first of a few potential milestones for the 
Hurricanes Friday comes from Jesper Fast, who will 
be playing in his 500th NHL game.  

 Tony DeAngelo is just one assist shy of 100 for his 
career.  

 And Martin Necas is just two points shy of 100 for 
his career.  

 The other team may be Flames, but Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi will be the hottest player on the ice. 
He’s got a point in five straight games. 

 Friday is the front end of a back-to-back for the 
Canes, who are 2-1-0 so far this season in game 
one of a back-to-back. 

 

Canes overcome slow start, beat Flames for fifth straight win 
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By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes can’t stop winning.  

The Canes started Friday night’s game in PNC Arena 
against the Flames abysmally, but left the first period tied 1-1 
thanks to a late goal from Jesper Fast, who was playing in 
his 500th NHL game.  

Carolina turned it on after that, as three straight goals from 
Derek Stepan, Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo in the 
second period gave the Hurricanes a 4-1 advantage that 
Calgary cut to 4-3 but couldn’t fully overcome.  

Brady Skjei, who had a three-point night, made it a 5-3 game 
late in the third period, with Svechnikov adding his second of 
the night shortly after. For the Flames, Blake Coleman, 
Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau were the goal 
scorers.  

Despite the three goals given up, Frederik Andersen was 
fantastic for the Hurricanes between the pipes, doing 
everything he could in the opening period to keep the Flames 
to just one goal. In total, Andersen stopped 36 of 39 shots 
faced. Dan Vladar was the losing goal, making 31 saves on 
37 shots.  

To be blunt, the start of this one for the Canes was a big old 
flaming pile of...yeah. Carolina came out of the gate on its 
heels, turning the puck over at every given opportunity and 
letting Calgary pile up some early chances.  

The Flames got the game-opening goal 5:12 in, as an 
abysmal turnover from Jordan Staal gave Coleman and easy 
lane in on net for the goal. Carolina continued to struggle, 
putting together an ugly power play and killing a Teuvo 
Teravainen penalty thanks to Andersen and Andersen alone.  

But after the final media timeout of the first period, one where 
Rod Brind’Amour had some words for his team on the bench, 
the Canes came out and looked pretty good. Carolina got 
back to its game and got a huge game-tying goal from Fast, 
who scored a goal in his 500th NHL game after redirecting a 
Brett Pesce shot past Vladar.  

To head into the first intermission tied up after the opening 
15 minutes of hockey was an absolute blessing for the 
Hurricanes, and it’s something Carolina rode into the middle 
frame.  

The Canes actually struggled a bit again to open up the 
second period, but the floodgates opened up as Carolina 
scored three goals in five minutes to open up a 4-1 lead. The 
first came from Stepan, his fourth of the season, as he 
collected a loose puck in the middle of the ice and slotted it 
past Vladar after Steven Lorentz had made a strong drive to 
the net.  

Less than two minutes later Svechnikov doubled Carolina’s 
lead, as a fairly week shot trickled through Vladar and over 
the line. Svechnikov made a great play to control the puck in 
the neutral zone, carrying it into the zone and getting a shot 
off. Putting pucks on net is always good, folks.  

And it became 4-1 a few minutes after that, as a scramble in 
front of Calgary’s net ended in DeAngelo blasting home a 
rebound after Sebastian Aho nearly scored himself.  

The Flames did get a big goal less than a minute later, 
cutting it to a 4-2 game before the second intermission 
thanks to Tkachuk. And then nine minutes into the third 
period, Calgary brought out an unbelievable set play to make 
it 4-3.  

Erik Gudbranson controlled the puck behind Calgary’s net 
and delivered an inch-perfect stretch pass to Gaudreau, who 
had blazed behind some blown coverage from the Canes to 
get a one-on-one shot with Andersen. He didn’t miss.  

Shortly after the Gaudreau goal, the Hurricanes faced a huge 
task as Svechnikov went to the box for holding. The Canes’ 
PK, as it had been all night, was phenomenal, calmly 
clearing the puck out anytime Calgary got close to settling it 
in the offensive zone. 

After an empty power play the Hurricanes got the insurance 
goal they were looking for at even strength, as Skjei 
remained on fire with his third goal in the last two games and 
his third point of the night. Skjei unleashed a shot past 
Vladar, making it 5-3.  

Svechnikov made it 6-3 shortly later, as Carolina erased 
what was an ugly start to win big against the Flames.   

The Canes will be right back at it Saturday night, as they play 
host to the Florida Panthers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Svechnikov, Fast, Skjei discuss Canes’ win over Flames 
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By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning streak to five 
games Friday night in PNC Arena, overcoming a very slow 
start to beat the Calgary Flames 6-3. 

Brady Skjei stayed hot in 2022, scoring a goal and collecting 
three-points for his second big game to open up the new 
year. Andrei Svechnikov added two goals, while Frederik 
Andersen kept Carolina in the game early with some great 
saves. Derek Stepan, Tony DeAngelo and Jesper Fast also 
tallied goals.  

Following the win, Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Svechnikov, Fast and Skjei spoke with members of the 
media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On getting the victory after the slow start: I kind of figured 
that was going to happen. We were playing a real good team 
that plays quick and hard. We were coming off that long 
break. As much as you talk about it, you’ve got to be in the 
rhythm. It just took us a while. Freddie kept us in the game in 
that first period, and we were fortunate to come out of there 
1-1 for sure.  

On the penalty kill’s success: We expect to kill a penalty. 
You’re not going to kill them all. You’re going to get a bad 
bounce and they’re going to make a good play. Tim 
[Gleason] has done a great job of stepping in and putting his 
stamp on it. The guys have really taken it to heart. They take 
a lot of pride in that. We had some breakdowns and our 
goalie made some big saves. But it’s a crucial part of the 
game, especially in a game like tonight where if they get one 
on the power play there it’s a different game.  

On Fast’s goal opening things up: We’ve been saying it all 
week and leading up to the game. It’s another thing to go out 
there and experience it. It’s not even that we were slow, we 
just weren’t up to speed. That was a turning point. It was ‘ok, 
we’re not playing that great, but we’re not down.’ The second 
period was the exact opposite. It totally flipped, and we kind 
of had our legs. I thought we took it to them the whole period. 
That was the difference in the game, to me. We were able to 
capitalize on our chances in that second period.  

On Skjei’s offensive production and guys stepping up: That’s 
what we have to have. We need everyone. We talk about it 
all the time. If we want to be that team that we all expect we 
can be and want to be, everybody has to contribute. Brady 
can skate, shoot. It’s not really surprising to me that he’s able 
to do this. Obviously you don’t expect it to happen at this 
rate. But if you really watch his game, he’s always getting 
scoring chances pretty much every night because he always 
gets into the play so well. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On the rust and on if they just shook it off: For sure we were 
a little bit rusty because we didn’t play in five days. Of course 
we feel that. You’re not in game shape. And obviously the 
first period wasn’t our best. But thank God we came out in 
the second period, and I think we played a great game after 
the first period.  

On him getting some goals in: Yeah, always when you score 
you are going to get more confident. It wasn’t lucky for me 
the last 10 games probably. I tried to shoot, but it wasn’t 
going in. Thank God I scored a couple today. We’ll see from 
there.  

On Andersen’s play in the first period: For sure. If you watch 
Freddie every game, he’s the best player on our team. When 
they go to our net, you always know Freddie is going to save 
it. It’s good to have him here, for sure.  

On the penalty kill picking him up: Yeah, I’ve got to stop 
taking penalties. That’s for sure. I’ve been good with that 
lately. Today I just broke my stick and couldn’t do anything. I 
don’t know, maybe I shouldn’t hold him a little bit. I’ve got to 
stop to take penalties. I’ve just got to stop doing that, that’s 
for sure.  

Jesper Fast 

On why the penalty kill is so good: I just feel like we’re on the 
same page. Everybody knows what to do. We’ve been 
keeping the same duos for a long time, so it’s easy to read 
one another. It’s hard work. We’ve been on a good stretch so 
far. The special teams is very important right now. We’ve just 
got to keep being good in those situations.  

On his goal at the end of the first period: Freddie was 
outstanding in the first period. I felt like they were 
outshooting us. It’s not acceptable to give up 21 shots or 
whatever it was in the first period. We were happy to have a 
1-1 game after the first period.  

On his goal breaking things open: You always get energy 
after scoring a goal. Especially during that time where we 
needed a goal, too. It kind of gets the confidence going back 
and moves our legs a little bit more because I felt like we 
were standing still a lot with a lot of turnovers in the first 
period. Like you said, I feel like we became a little bit of a 
different team after the first period there. We really deserved 
the lead we got in the second period.  

On if the key is just getting to the front of the net: Yeah, that’s 
where you score a lot of goals. I’m just trying to get my body 
in front there. Today I was lucky to get a stick on the puck 
there and a good bounce. Just try to be in the right areas.  

On the penalty kill frustrating the Flames: Of course. You 
want to kill as many seconds as possible. If you can keep the 
puck, that’s great. A couple of shifts there [Jordan Staal] and 
[Sebastian Aho] hold onto the puck. If you kill the next 20 or 
25 seconds, that’s cool. 

Brady Skjei 

On the net looking big for him right now: It looks good. I’ve 
obviously had some pretty good looks come right down the 
slot. I’ve just been lucky to take advantage of those 
opportunities. Hopefully I can keep finding those spots and 
putting the puck in the back of the net.  

On if we can expect a goal a game from him /s: No. No. I 
would love to. We’ll see how long this lasts, but I’d say the 
betting odds of that lasting are pretty small. We’ll see, but no. 

On what makes the penalty kill so good: I just think everyone 
is on the same page. Obviously goaltending is a huge part of 
it, and Freddie has been amazing for us. Everyone seems to 
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be on the same page, working hard, getting in lanes so they 
don’t get grade-A shooting lanes. It’s been good. We’ve got 

to keep it going. So far to start the season we’ve been doing 
really well on the penalty kill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skjei stays on fire against Calgary, Canes win fifth straight  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

A stoked crowd in PNC Arena witnessed the Carolina 
Hurricanes down the Calgary Flames 6-3 on Friday, Jan. 7. 
A trio of Canes goals in the second period and a stingy 
penalty kill unit fueled the Canes to their fifth straight win. 

It was a memorable night of hockey for several reasons, with 
multiple key contributors pitching in to seal the win for 
Carolina (24-7-1). Chief among them was defenseman Brady 
Skjei’s performance, as he ironically led the Canes’ attack. 
Skjei followed up a two-goal showing at Columbus on Jan. 1 
by notching three points against the Flames (17-10-6) 
including a clutch goal late in the third period to stymie a 
Calgary comeback attempt and ice the game. 

“I've obviously got some pretty good looks coming right down 
the slot,” Skjei said. “I've been lucky to take advantage of 
those opportunities. Hopefully we can keep finding those 
spots and put the puck in the back of the net.” 

Skjei’s two assists also came in noteworthy moments. Right 
wing Jesper Fast scored late in the first period to tie it up at 
1-1, with Skjei and defenseman Brett Pesce assisting him in 
his 500th career NHL game. 

Not to be forgotten, right wing Andrei Svechnikov scored a 
pair of important goals as well. Skjei secured his second 
assist of the night in the second period when Svechnikov 
stretched the Hurricanes’ lead to 3-1. Svechnikov later put 

the game thoroughly out of reach with a left-side snipe in the 
final minute. 

Despite surrendering three goals, goaltender Frederik 
Andersen played a big part in the win as well. The Flames 
came out of the gate with guns blazing, but Andersen’s 
efforts in net limited Calgary’s 21 first-period shots to just one 
goal. 

“Freddie kept us in the game in that first period,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We were fortunate, I think, to come 
out of there 1-1, for sure.” 

Carolina’s penalty kill helped keep Calgary at bay; the 
Flames failed to score on four power plays. Although the 
Hurricanes have had six games postponed in the meantime 
since they last surrendered a power play goal on Dec. 7 
against Winnipeg, going an entire month without faltering on 
the PK is nevertheless impressive. 

“We expected to kill penalties,” Brind’Amour said. “You're not 
gonna kill them all, you're gonna get a bad bounce, and 
they're gonna make a good play. But I think [assistant coach 
coach Tim Gleason]’s done a great job stepping in and 
putting his stamp on it. And I think the guys have really taken 
it to heart. They take a lot of pride in it. 

The Canes do not have much time to celebrate this win, 
however, as the Florida Panthers come to Raleigh for a 
showdown against Carolina on Saturday, Jan. 8. Puck drops 
at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves add goalies as Lyon recalled 

The Chicago Wolves announced Friday they have signed 
goaltenders Michael Lackey and Caydon Edwards to 
professional tryout contracts (PTOs) while goaltender Alex 
Lyon has been recalled from loan by the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Lyon ranks second among all American Hockey League 
goaltenders with a 1.79 goals-against average. The 29-year-
old Baudette, Minnesota, native also owns a 9-1-1 record, a 
.929 save percentage and 2 shutouts in 11 appearances for 
the Wolves. During the Wolves’ current 12-game winning 
streak that tied the franchise record, Lyon has posted a 6-0-0 
record with a 1.63 GAA and .940 save percentage. 

Lackey, 24, joins the Wolves from the ECHL’s Indy Fuel. He 
has posted a 1-2-0 record with a 4.02 goals-against average 
and an .871 save percentage in three appearances. Lackey 
played for three seasons at Harvard University — he was 

teammates with Wolves center Jack Drury in 2018-19 — and 
spent his final season at Providence College. 

Edwards, 30, has played most recently for the West Bend 
Bombers in the Great Lakes Hockey League. The 
Bridgenorth, Ontario, native has appeared in five games this 
season. 

Lackey and Edwards will be available tonight when the 
Central Division-leading Wolves go for their 13th straight win 
Friday at Rockford. The Wolves then host the Iowa Wild at 7 
p.m. Saturday for Adopt-A-Dog Night, presented by Premier 
Veterinary Group, and the Cleveland Monsters at 3 p.m. 
Sunday on Papa Johns Family Sunday. For the best ticket 
specials, email a Wolves ticket representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

Wolves’ long win streak ends 

Playing for the first time in 20 days, the Chicago Wolves took 
a 8-0 loss Friday night against the Rockford IceHogs to bring 
their franchise-record-tying 12-game winning streak to a 
close. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves (20-5-1-1) had not 
dropped a game since Nov. 20, but Lukas Reichel posted 
two goals and two assists to lead the way for the IceHogs 
(12-11-1-1). 

The Wolves had to scramble Friday to find goaltenders after 
an unlikely scenario played out following their morning skate. 
Alex Lyon, ranked second among all AHL goaltenders with a 
1.79 goals-against average, was recalled from loan by the 
NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes three hours before puck drop. 
Beck Warm, expected to be Lyon’s backup for the game, had 
been ruled out a few hours earlier after suffering an injury 
during morning skate. 

The Wolves signed Indy Fuel (ECHL) backup goaltender 
Michael Lackey to a professional tryout contract Friday 
afternoon and he drove from Indianapolis to Rockford to 
play. The 24-year-old from Washington, D.C. posted 27 
saves in his AHL debut. The Wolves also signed local 
semipro goaltender Caydon Edwards to serve as the backup. 

Rockford earned the game’s first goal during 4-on-4 action at 
5:49 of the first period when Alec Regula collected the puck 
along the back boards and fed an open Reichel in the slot for 
a quick shot. 

Rockford recorded three goals in a four-minute stretch early 
in the second period to stretch the lead to 4-0. Andrei 
Altybarmakian scored at 1:46 on a 3-on-2 rush, Chad 
Yetman jumped out of the penalty box to score on a 
breakaway at 4:34 and Reichel scored again when he found 
a loose puck just outside the crease at 5:49. 

IceHogs goaltender Collin Delia (5-4-1) posted 30 saves to 
register his first shutout of the season. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena for the first time since 
Dec. 18 when they host the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Saturday on 
Adopt-A-Dog Night, presented by Premier Veterinary Group. 
They also host the Cleveland Monsters at 3 p.m. Sunday for 
Papa Johns Family Sunday. To get the best ticket deals, 
contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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‘Canes happy to be back in action after COVID ravages schedule  

By Todd Gibson  

RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes will play 
for the first time in six days Friday night when the Calgary 
Flames come to town. 

Games have been few and far between for the Hurricanes as 
the pandemic has wreaked havoc on their schedule. Carolina 
has played just two games in the past 19 days. 

“The schedule hasn’t been ideal the last couple of weeks,” 
said Hurricanes forward Jesper Fast. “You’ve just got to take 
it day by day and have the right mindset. I think last year was 
a pretty hectic schedule, too, so I think we know what to 
expect.” 

When the ‘Canes have played, they’ve taken care of 
business. Carolina is riding a four-game winning streak and 
has won eight of its last nine contests. 

“It’s all about team effort,” Sebastian Aho explained. “We 
have that depth. We have six, seven good defensemen and 
we have four lines that can score.” 

And that depth is sure to be tested down the road. The 
‘Canes have already had six games postponed. Those 
games will eventually have to be sprinkled into an already 
jam-packed schedule. 

“It remains to be seen where these games get put,” said 
Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I’m assuming 
they’re going to jam them more in that time off where we had 
that three-week period (Olympic break). 

“Common sense says that’s where that will happen, but I’m 
sure there will be some weird scheduling going on just based 
on buildings and other teams and stuff, so we’ll tackle that 
one when we get it.” 

For now, the ‘Canes are just happy to have a game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257146032.html 

https://theathletic.com/3057426/2022/01/08/why-is-no-one-talking-about-the-carolina-hurricanes/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/category-5-after-another-layoff-hurricanes-ready-to-ramp-up/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/hurricanes-shake-off-rust-blow-past-flames/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-battle-from-behind-to-douse-flames/c-329582892 

https://www.nhl.com/news/calgary-flames-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-329234358 
https://www.nhl.com/news/kevin-weekes-weekend-schedule-lookahead-january-7/c-329567570 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-carolina-hurricanes-canada-bc1eecf427017ebb2004a193f326f970 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-florida-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-926b9d37286a4542853e3d32e2c55eed 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/08/nhl-rink-wrap-pavel-buchnevich-has-been-steal-for-st-louis-blues/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/07/depth-is-part-of-what-makes-carolina-hurricanes-so-scary/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-cale-makar-is-next-great-offensive-minded-defenseman-jordan-kyrou-thrives-on-big-
stage/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/panthers-aim-to-take-their-show-on-the-road-vs-hurricanes/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/7/22871910/game-preview-carolina-hurricanes-vs-calgary-flames 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/7/22872961/canes-overcome-slow-start-beat-flames-for-fifth-straight-win 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/7/22873077/they-said-it-brindamour-svechnikov-fast-skjei-discuss-canes-win-over-flames 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/skjei-stays-on-fire-against-calgary-canes-win-fifth-straight/article_2fdfcbbc-7037-11ec-bd5e-
3b8ee9f528fd.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/07/wolves-add-goalies-as-lyon-recalled/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/07/wolves-long-win-streak-ends/ 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/canes-happy-to-be-back-in-action-after-covid-ravages-schedule/  
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Canes offense stays red hot as Carolina tops Calgary for its ninth win in 
10 games 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had a lot more practices than games the 
past few weeks, which coaches like a lot more than players. 

As Canes center Sebastian Aho said after Friday’s morning skate, “I 
hope all that practice is just building for better games in the future.” 

The week of work translated into a 6-3 victory Friday night over the 
Calgary Flames, but only after a slow start at PNC Arena. The Canes 
found their rhythm and scored three times in the second period in 
winning on home ice for the first time in 2022 and picking up their fifth 
straight victory and ninth in the past 10 games. 

Forward Andrei Svechnikov had a pair of goals and defenseman Brady 
Skjei. with another burst of offense, had a goal and two assists for the 
Canes (24-7-1). Skjei, who scored twice Saturday in the 7-4 win at 
Columbus, has seven points in his past four games. 

“I’ve just been lucky to take advantage of those opportunities and 
hopefully I can keep finding those spots and put the puck in the back of 
the net,” Skjei said. 

Jesper Fast, playing his 500th career game, had the Canes’ first goal as 
13 players figured in the scoring. Derek Stepan and Tony DeAngelo also 
scored as the Canes beat the Flames for the second time this season, 
DeAngelo getting the eventual game-winner at 12:35 of the second. 

Canes goalie Frederik Andersen had 20 of his 36 saves in the opening 
period in picking up his 18th win of the season. The Canes got out of the 
period with a 1-1 tie, then scored three times in the second. 

“Freddie was outstanding,” Fast said. “It’s not acceptable to give up 21 
shots the way we did in the first period.” 

The Flames (17-10-5) made the Canes earn it. Trailing 4-1, Calgary got a 
goal from Matthew Tkachuk in the second and then a breakaway score 
from Johnny Gaudreau in the third to pull within 4-3 midway through the 
third. 

The Canes killed off a Svechnikov penalty to keep the lead — the Flames 
were 0-4 on the power play. Skjei then scored on an open shot from the 
top of the slot, and Svechnikov notched his second of the game on a 
power play after the Flames unsuccessfully challenged the Skjei score, 
claiming goalie interference. 

Fast tied the score 1-1 in the first period with the redirection of a Brett 
Pesce shot from the point. Fast had tested goalie Dan Vladar with a 
backhander in the low slot on his previous shift, but beat him by getting a 
piece of the Pesce shot in the right circle or his eighth of the season. 

The first 15 minutes of the game belonged to the Flames, who were 
beaten 4-1 by Tampa Bay on Thursday but had plenty of zip a night later. 
Calgary finished the period with a 21-10 shooting edge — the most shots 
allowed in a period this season by the Canes, who were giving up 26.8 in 
a game. 

“I kind of figured that was going to happen,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the sluggish start. “Playing a real good team that 
plays quick and hard and we just came off that long break. As much as 
you talk about it you’ve got to be in the rhythm and it took us a while. 
Freddie kept us in it that first period.” 

Calgary’s Blake Coleman sniped a shot past Andersen at 5:12 of the first 
after a Jordan Staal turnover and Matthew Tkachuk picked up his 15th in 
the second period. 

The Canes piled up zone time in the second. Stepan took a pass from 
Steven Lorentz and scored for a 2-1 lead after a strong forechecking shift 
by the Canes’ fourth line. Svechnikov then made it 3-1 with a shot 
between the circles that got through defenseman Noah Hanifin and then 
trickled through Vladar’s pads. 

DeAngelo had a second-effort goal. Vladar stopped a shot by the 
defenseman from the right circle, but Aho tipped the puck in front as 
DeAngelo circled the net and was in position for a second chance on the 
far side. 

“The second period was the exact opposite (of the first) and it totally 
flipped and we had our legs and we took it to them the whole period,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The game was a matchup of two teams that have had their rosters and 
schedules altered and skewed during what has been a disjointed season. 
The Canes are back to full strength, able to sit forward Jordan Martinook 
and defenseman Brendan Smith as healthy scratches. 

That depth could be tested Saturday when the Canes finish off a back-to-
back with a game against the Florida Panthers. 

This story was originally  

Published January 7, 2022 9:42 PM. 
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Why is no one talking about the Carolina Hurricanes? 

 

Sara Civian 1/8/2022 

 

I’m not that girl. In fact, people tweeting “Why is no one talking about 
(insert thing here)?” is one of my biggest internet pet peeves. And don’t 
you dare call me a Hurricanes homer, or I’ll gently remind you I’m from 
Boston. 
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But I had some time on my hands while on COVID-19 protocol this week, 
and I consumed all sorts of hockey content. I mean, I really dug in there, 
folks. 

I found myself asking a question that usually makes me roll my eyes. 

Why is nobody talking about the Canes? 

I listened to at least four podcasts, read tons of national stories across 
multiple publications and even perused Instagram. There was a sentence 
here and there, sure, but why is no one on a national level really talking 
about this 24-7-1 team? 

Fine, I’ll do it myself. 

Let’s start with the objective stats after their 6-3 win over the Flames on 
Friday. 

The Canes lead the league in: 

• Point percentage (.766) 

• Wins and ROW (24, with only 32 games played) 

• Goal differential (plus-43, 10 more than No. 2 Colorado) 

• Fewest goals against (69, nice!) 

• Fewest goals against per game (2.13) 

• Fewest shots against per game (27.2) 

And those are just some of the categories in which they rank first. 

• They’re second in penalty kill percentage (89.8) 

• Fifth in goals per game (3.5) 

I could go on, but you get the point. Their basic vitals are solid, especially 
when you compare them around the league. That should be enough to at 
least get people talking. 

What gives? 

Our very own Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille have some ideas. 
They’ve both been hesitant to place the Canes too high in their power 
rankings all season for reasons they admittedly don’t truly understand, 
and many of y’all weren’t exactly pleased by this week’s No. 4 ranking. 

“I was trying to figure out why I’m slightly — slightly! — cold on the 
Hurricanes, and I think it comes down to scoring depth,” Mr. Gentille 
argued. “Everyone loves Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei 
Svechnikov, but they probably need a bit more consistent help if they 
want to make a true run.” 

Sean, I love ya, but this team is literally built on depth. If we compare with 
the rankings’ beloved Maple Leafs, both teams have exactly 13 players 
with at least 10 points. Eleven Hurricanes have at least five goals. Every 
single player on the team has at least six points. Thirteen Hurricanes 
made the scoresheet Friday night alone, with goals from Derek Stepan, 
Jesper Fast, Brady Skjei and Tony DeAngelo. And OK, fine, two from 
Svechnikov. 

I don’t know what exemplifies depth quite like winning while short-handed 
and all of your stars were out with COVID-19. Well, coming back from a 
4-0 deficit to win 7-4 last week is up there. 

“It’s all about team effort,” Aho told me after morning skate Friday. 
“Obviously here and there you need individual efforts from your bigger 
players — goalies have been huge for us, for example. But then again, 
our system is built so we have that depth. Going from the back end we 
have six or seven really good defensemen, then we’ve got four lines that 
can score.” 

I’d argue the most worrisome thing about this Hurricanes squad making a 
deep run is exactly the opposite: Will the young stars elevate in the big 
moments? Luszczyszyn’s argument against the Canes was more along 
those lines: 

“They’re first in points percentage and goal differential this season, first in 
goals percentage at five-on-five and have the best penalty kill in the 
league to go with a top-10 power play. And I’m even colder on them!” he 
said (deep breaths). “I’m not quite sure what it is, but for me it might be 
that the three teams ahead have the high-end ‘oomph’ that Carolina 
doesn’t quite have.” 

It’s up to Aho, Svechnikov, Teravainen and Freddie Andersen to prove 
that wrong come playoffs. And to be fair to the rankings boys, they’ve 
said over and over they purely run on “vibes.” 

So I asked head coach Rod Brind’Amour for his vibe check ahead of 
Friday’s game. Why is no one talking about this team? Is it lack of a real 
superstar? Had he ever been on a team like this, and how much did the 
lack of star power matter? 

“Well, obviously I don’t like bringing up 20 years ago or however long it’s 
been,” he said. “But when we won our Stanley Cup, it wasn’t one 
superstar player. It was a team effort. I think that’s how you gotta win it. 
Obviously you look at Tampa, they’ve got some superstar players but 
they’ve also got a good team up and down the lineup. You know, it’s OK 
if they’re not talking about us right now. I just hope they’re talking about 
us at the end of the year.” 

Check back later for the oomph per 60. 
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The Panthers, losers of 9 of 10 on the road, hope latest loss was a sign 
of progress 

 

David Wilson 

 

Hearts were pounding, joy was bubbling and the Florida Panthers 
thought they might just be on the verge of a stunning win Thursday in 
Texas after Jonathan Huberdeau scored with 28.5 seconds left to force 
overtime against the Dallas Stars. 

The Panthers, despite owning the second best record in the entire NHL, 
have not just been mediocre on the road this year: They’ve been outright 
bad. They have now lost nine of 13 total away from Sunrise, including 
nine of 10, and Thursday turned into the latest. Florida couldn’t score in 
overtime, couldn’t score in a shootout and lost 6-5 to the Stars in Dallas. 

“I wouldn’t say I was overly happy. I thought we played a 50-50 hockey 
game on the road,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said Thursday. “We 
had stretches that we played well and stretches where we didn’t.” 

The result was a point for the Panthers (22-7-5) even when it seemed 
they were doomed to none, but also only a point after they held a trio of 
one-goal leads in the first two periods. 

At the same time, it was only the fourth time Florida got a point away 
from FLA Live Arena in its past nine games and it was, statistically, one 
of the best road games the Panthers have played in a long time. Florida 
generated 10 high-danger chances — more than it did in five of its last 
six road games — and topped four road goals for the first time all 
season. For only the fourth time all year, the Panthers finished with more 
shot attempts, shots on goal, scoring chances and high-danger chances 
than their opponent on the road. 

Now they hope it’s something they can build on Saturday at 7 p.m. when 
they face the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Florida (22-7-5) trails only the Hurricanes (23-7-1) in the league 
standings, in terms of points percentage. 
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“We thought we could’ve gotten two tonight,” forward Joe Thornton said 
Thursday, “but now we’ll get our rest and have a big game against 
Carolina on Saturday.” 

The Panthers know they need to turn around their fortunes on the road. 
Florida has already played 21 home games this year — more than any 
other team in the league — and it has built the second best record in the 
league by winning 18 of those. 

The Panthers have the best record in the league at home. On the road, 
they have the second worst among teams with a winning record overall. 

“We were talking about it a lot,” star center Aleksander Barkov. 
“Obviously, we’ve been really good at home. We’ve established that 
identity at home. Now we’ve got to figure out how to do it on the road.” 

Thursday, Barkov said, was encouraging because of how Florida rallied. 
The Panthers outplayed the Stars through two periods and were tied 4-4, 
then only put one shot on goal in the first 13 minutes of the third, falling 
behind 5-4. In the four minutes, Florida fired seven shots at Dallas 
goaltender Braden Holtby to finally tie the game with 28.5 seconds to 
spare. 

It was the sort of comeback the Panthers were used to pulling off at 
home when they’ve had 13,000-plus to cheer them on. Barkov believes it 
was a sign they can create their own energy on the road. 

With Stanley Cup aspirations, Florida knows it needs to be better away 
from home. Thursday was a starting point. 

“We’ve had good spurts, but I think tonight we competed hard. It felt like 
a complete game from us. We wanted to bear down in the third period. 
We didn’t start off that way, but I thought we got really, really good,” 
Thornton said. “It felt like a good road game for us.” 

Added Barkov: “We can build from this one.” 
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Florida Panthers lose on road again, this time to Dallas Stars 

 

By Colby Guy  

Published 21 hours ago on January 7, 2022 

 

Despite a late goal by Jonathan Huberdeau to tie the game up with 28.5 
seconds to go, the Florida Panthers could not get the job done Thursday 
night in a 6-5 shootout loss to the Dallas Stars. 

“I wouldn’t say I was overly happy,” interim coach Andrew Brunette said 
afterward. 

“I thought we played a 50-50 hockey game on the road. I thought we had 
stretches where we played well, stretches where we didn’t. It wasn’t our 
game.” 

The Panthers have not had a lot to be happy about on the road, as they 
now sit below .500 on the road, holding a 4-4-5 record away from FLA 
Live Arena. 

“We have been talking a lot about it, and obviously we’ve been really 
good at home, but now we have to figure out how to do it on the road,” 
Sasha Barkov said. 

“We play well at home, we have to bring the same energy, and obviously 
the home team is going to have the crowd behind them and that kind of 
excitement, but we have to bring our own from the room.” 

The Panthers had the momentum early, holding a 2-1 lead after Barkov 
scored his second goal of the night on the penalty kill to open the second 
period. 

Only the Stars were able to get back into the game in a period which 
featured a combined six goals from the two teams. 

“Both teams were just crashing the net, getting pucks to the net, a lot of 
good saves, it was just very competitive,” said Joe Thornton, who played 
in his 1,700th NHL game. 

The Stars took the lead 6:26 into the third after that competitive second, 
but the Panthers tied the game back up with the extra attacker. 

“I think tonight, we competed hard,” Thornton said. “It felt like a complete 
game from us and we wanted to bear down in the third period. … It felt 
like a good road game for us.” 

In the first, Barkov got the scoring started with a power play goal 8:28 
into the game to put the Panthers up 1-0. 

Michael Raffl tied the game with 7:07 to go in the first, tipping a John 
Klingberg shot past Sergei Bobrovsky to put the Stars on the board. 

The Stars had a power play to start the second period, but it was Barkov 
who got on the board 18 seconds in on the penalty kill to give Florida a 2-
1 lead. 

Dallas matched Florida goal-by-goal that period, as Denis Gurianov tied 
the game for the Stars just under 90 seconds later. 

Patric Hornqvist deflected a Gus Forsling shot past Braden Holtby to give 
the Panthers a 3-2 lead 4:07 in, a lead that held for nine minutes. 

Jason Robertson and Tyler Seguin struck 28 seconds apart to put Dallas 
up 4-3 with 6:22 to go in the second. 

MacKenzie Weegar tied the game up with his second goal of the season 
with 2:43 remaining in the period. 

Jamie Benn put the Stars back in the lead 6:26 into the final period and it 
looked like the 5-4 score would stick for the rest of the game. 

That was until Huberdeau tied it and sent things to overtime. 

Despite chances on both sides during the five minutes of 3-on-3 play, the 
game couldn’t be decided in overtime. 

Dallas won the shootout 2-0 and took the 6-5 win. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena; Raleigh, N.C. 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida 

Radio: WKIS 99.9 FM-2 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 

All-time regular season series: Carolina leads 69-45-11, 8 ties 

This season: @Florida 5, Carolina 2 (Nov. 6) 
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Saying goodbye to a rewarding job that was more adventure than work | 
Sam Carchidi 

 

Sam Carchidi 
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As I say goodbye after spending most of my life in the newspaper 
business – covering primarily high school sports, the Phillies, and Flyers 
for close to a half-century -- I must first rewind my story to a simpler time. 

Like a lot of little kids growing up in the 1960s, I was convinced I was 
going to be a major-league baseball player. Just in case that didn’t 
happen, however, the late, great Jack Carty -- unknowingly to me at the 
time -- gave me a wonderful fallback plan. 

Carty was my Haddon Heights neighbor and the Phillies beat writer for 
the Courier-Post, and he would occasionally take me and his son, my 
best friend, Tommy, to sit near him in the Connie Mack Stadium press 
box during the Popsicle summer of 1964. 

Yes, that was the summer of the Phillies’ infamous late-season collapse. 

It was also the summer I got to observe the sportswriters up close and 
devour every word public-relations director Larry Shenk typed into the 
fascinating press notes. 

As a 9-year-old kid in love with baseball and with Connie Mack Stadium, I 
was in heaven. 

So let me get this straight: You get to read all this great stuff PR whiz 
Shenk had prepared. You get to eat free ice cream and free peanuts and 
drink free sodas. And you get to watch a baseball game for free! 

That was how I viewed the job of a sportswriter. That’s how a seed was 
planted. 

Thank you, Mr. Carty. 

Change of plans 

When I later discovered I couldn’t hit a curveball, that I had the foot 
speed of shortstop Bobby Wine (not a compliment; if I only had his laser 
arm), and wasn’t going to be as good as my boyhood idol, Phillies center 
fielder Tony Gonzalez, my career plans changed. If I couldn’t be a major-
league player, I would write about sports. Maybe with a cup of ice cream 
by my side. 

I devoured sports stories and box scores in the Bulletin, Inquirer, Daily 
News, and Courier as a kid. And later got to write for all the Philly papers 
in a career that started at a weekly called the Record Breeze in South 
Jersey. Things picked up speed when Doug Hadden (like Carty, another 
guardian angel) took a chance and hired me while I was at Glassboro 
State College (now Rowan) in 1975 for the South Jersey Score Service, 
which provided high school sports stories for The Inquirer and the now-
defunct Bulletin. (“Nearly Everybody Reads the Bulletin” was the great 
paper’s slogan.) 

» READ MORE: In book ‘Blades, Bands and Ballers’, Lou Scheinfeld 
brings Spectrum back to life with tales of Flyers, Snider, Sinatra, 
Springsteen, and more 

I’ve been writing for The Inquirer ever since, going from a part-time 
stringer/contributor in 1975 to a full-time staffer in 1984, meaning I’ve 
been at the paper for 46 years. I’ve seen the revolution of the industry, 
from using a typewriter and clunky tape recorder to produce stories for 
the next day, to writing articles on my laptop that are posted seconds 
after an event ends and tweeting out info and videos from my iPhone as 
they happen. 

You don’t think of it when you’re doing it, but as I reflect now, it was such 
a privilege to interview giants of their sport, many of them after they had 
retired. I’m talking about Hank Aaron, Joe Frazier, Larry Holmes, Gordie 
Howe, Babe Ruth’s daughter, Julia, Jaromir Jagr (no one was funnier), 
Alex Ovechkin, Willie O’Ree (oh, the class), Bernie Parent, Bobby 
Clarke, Chuck Bednarik, Richie Ashburn (his dry sense of humor was 
priceless), Dick Allen, Robin Roberts, Bobby “Shot Heard ‘Round the 
World” Thomson, Pete Rose, Mike Schmidt, Steve Carlton, Kobe Bryant, 
Cal Ripken Jr., Mike Trout, and on and on. 

I might add that it was just as rewarding to interview high school athletes 
on their way up and to watch their careers blossom, some on the pro 
level. From Carl Lewis to Orel Hershiser. From Dennis Mitchell to Ron 
Dayne. From Carli Lloyd to Peter Vermes. From Milt Wagner to Dajuan 
Wagner. And the hundreds (thousands?) of others who didn’t make 
national headlines but had inspirational stories of their own. 

It has also been also an honor to work alongside great writers I read 
growing up, including Bill Lyon, Frank Dolson, and Stan Hochman, 
among numerous others. I can’t say enough about my editors and 
colleagues, from my bosses at the start like Jay Searcy and Glenn 
Guzzo, to the later years with Jim Cohen, John Quinn, Gary Potosky, Pat 
McLoone, Gary Miles, Jim Swan, Mike Huang, Gus Elvin, and many 
others. We were all in this fascinating journey together. We were 
teammates who respected each other and needed each other to make 
the final product sing. 

Then we’d start the process all over again the next day. 

But it wasn’t Groundhog Day. Every day was different. Every day was an 
adventure. Every day was filled with surprise. Sometimes, it took a half-
dozen calls, or more, to get something confirmed from a source, but it 
made the story that much more satisfying when it was finished. 

Personal stories 

The Inquirer has been wonderful to me. It not only paid me to do a job 
that, truth be told, was more fun than work, but, on occasion, it allowed 
me to write deeply personal stories -- from my beloved parents’ deaths 
and how they innocently helped cultivate my love of sports as a child; to 
my amazing kids, Sara and Sammy, and their amusing adventures. 

I got to cover some historic games (most for The Inquirer), including the 
Phillies-Dodgers infamous Black Friday matchup at Veterans Stadium in 
1977; the epic 1993 nightcap of a rain-delayed Phillies-Padres 
doubleheader that started on Friday and finished Saturday at 4:50 a.m. – 
the latest ending in MLB history -- and put me up against deadline for 
Sunday’s 5 a.m. bulldog edition; Tommy Greene’s no-hitter in Montreal in 
1991; the controversial Fog Bowl -- the Eagles lost in Chicago in a 1988 
playoff game the NFL foolishly continued even though the fog was so 
thick that fans and writers couldn’t see the action; the Flyers’ thrilling 
comeback from a 3-0 series hole and a 3-0 Game 7 deficit to shock 
Boston in the 2010 Stanley Cup playoffs; the Cup Final loss to Chicago in 
2010, when Patrick Kane scored a goal that hardly anyone saw go into 
the net…. 

Again, I could go on and on. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention my cherished three decades on the 
high school beat. Nothing was more rewarding. Nothing was more 
genuine. The people in the high school communities -- athletes, coaches, 
administrators -- are simply the best. (Speaking of the best, I have to give 
a shoutout to Zack Hill, the Flyers’ incomparable PR director.) 

The Inquirer also led to connections that paved the way for me to write or 
co-author five books, including one on broadcasting legend Bill 
Campbell, and one on Lou Nolan, the Flyers’ iconic public-address 
announcer. 

Yes, I’ve been very blessed. 

So where do I go from here after taking The Inquirer’s buyout? Well, 
“retiring” sounds like it’s something for, uh, old people. So I don’t like 
using the word. I plan to write a personal book on my adoption and the 
crazy developments it generated later in life. I also now will have time to 
work on turning the book Scott Brown and I wrote -- Miracle in the 
Making: The Adam Taliaferro Story -- into a movie that tells his inspiring, 
courageous story. I will also continue to write for Ken Dunek’s terrific 
magazines, JerseyMan and PhillyMan. 

And I plan on doing freelance writing on the Flyers, and you might even 
see me on these Inquirer and Daily News pages on occasion. (Side note: 
Best of luck to my hardworking Inquirer colleagues on the Flyers’ beat, 
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Olivia Reiner and Giana Han, and here’s hoping you one day get to cover 
the first Stanley Cup championship here since 1975). 

The best part about the next chapter is getting to travel with my best 
friend, my wife, JoAnn, who never ever complained about my frequently 
ridiculous work schedule that caused me to miss too many holidays 
because of assignments, and included snow delays in Winnipeg, 
Edmonton, and so many other cities along the Flyers beat. 

Oh, and much of my time will be spent spoiling our young (and absolutely 
perfect) grandbabies, James and Marlowe. 

In closing, thank you for reading, thank you for your passion for sports, 
and thank you for allowing me to be a small part of your lives through 
print or online. 

It has truly been my pleasure, and, as I said, I am extremely lucky 
because my job never seemed like work -- and how many people can 
say that? 
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Flyers’ Derick Brassard doubtful after one game back 

 

Giana Han 

 

After a month of rehab, rest and solitary skates, Derick Brassard finally 
made it back into the Flyers’ lineup. The next day, he was missing from 
the ice. 

“He’s been dealing with a lingering issue,” interim coach Mike Yeo said. 
“We came back from this trip and he had been skating. He’d felt good. 
Went into the game last game, and today, he didn’t feel good. So I would 
call him doubtful. I’d call him day-to-day and we’ll go from there.” 

This is the second time Brassard returned only to find out he wasn’t 
ready. Brassard injured his hip on Nov. 23 against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. He rested two weeks before returning for the Flyers’ Dec. 8 
game against the New York Rangers. He played the entire game, but 
didn’t feel good the next day and went back into rehab. 

Brassard was set to return after Christmas, but he tested positive for 
COVID-19. After his quarantine, he was supposed to join the team on the 
West Coast for the Jan. 4 game against the Anaheim Ducks, but they 
determined he should continue his recovery in Philadelphia until the 
Flyers returned home. 

Yeo said he wanted to see Brassard participate in a practice before 
putting him back into the game. But after the fifth and sixth players tested 
positive for COVID-19 on Wednesday, they needed another player. 

“In a perfect world, would’ve had the opportunity to get him in there and 
compete and battle and get involved with the group,” Yeo said Thursday. 
“No. 1, we don’t have the bodies. No. 2, we haven’t had the practices. I 
think that we’ve had three practices since I’ve taken this position. Three 
full practices just the way this schedule has been. So unfortunately, we’re 
not living in a perfect world right now and he’ll be in tonight.” 

Brassard had three shots on goal, two of which were good scoring 
chances, played on the power play for 2:20, and logged 16:40 of game 
time. 

In addition to Brassard, two other Flyers have returned from injury this 
season only to go back into rehab a game or two later. Ryan Ellis (lower 
body) had to sit after one game. He still has not returned. Kevin Hayes 
(abdominal) made it two games before going back into rehab. He 
returned on Dec. 1 and has been in the lineup since. 

Time to process 

Immediately after the Flyers’ 6-2 loss to the Penguins, Yeo wasn’t ready 
to give the team a message about moving forward. He wanted some 
space to think before addressing their fourth straight loss. 

After gathering his thoughts, Yeo spoke Friday about the struggles the 
Flyers have faced this season. Since Yeo took over for Alain Vigneault 
on Dec. 6, the Flyers lost two games, broke their 10-game losing streak, 
went on a seven-game point streak and finished with a four-game losing 
streak. 

They’ve struggled with inconsistency, but Yeo said that isn’t completely 
surprising. Right as they built momentum, they were sent on an extended 
break. When they came back, they were missing key players because of 
COVID-19. Since then, player after player has been sent into COVID-19 
protocols, adding a burden to the already difficult injury situation. 

“That’s going to make things more difficult when you have guys like 
Coots [Sean Couturier], G [Claude Giroux], Provy [Ivan Provorov], Hartsy 
[Carter Hart], Scotty Laughton, you can go through the list of who we 
have out of the lineup,” Yeo said. “But obviously, how we responded at 
that time has also not been something that we should feel real good 
about.” 

The Flyers struggled to overcome obstacles even when some of the 
impact players were in the lineup. They have won just two of the 17 
games in which they gave up the first goal. 

“Those are not good stats, to not be able to come back from games,” 
Justin Braun said. “It’s going to happen. You’re going to give the first 
goal.” 

Braun also acknowledged the difficulties the team has faced, adding that 
they’ve had few chances to practice under their new coach. But he also 
said they can’t make excuses. Instead, they have to improve their work 
ethic, work on the little details, and “not look at the scoreboard.” Then, 
maybe, they can start to play how they want to play. 

“We have to establish our game, what Philadelphia Flyer hockey is, what 
it looks like, what it feels like, and then we’re going to have to fight 
through these times where something might not go wrong,” Yeo said. 
“Keep pushing, keep doing it, and then you’ll see that you get some 
results and then you’ll start to build confidence.” 

Breakaways 

The Flyers will play the San Jose Sharks at 7 p.m. Saturday. Former 
Shark Martin Jones will be in goal. Yeo made it clear that this has been 
the plan and is not a result of Carter Hart’s performance against the 
Penguins. ... Cam Atkinson took a maintenance day Friday. “He’s good 
to go for [Saturday],” Yeo said. “He plays so hard. He’s been giving so 
much.” ... Yeo had not heard back about whether Nick Seeler and 
Jackson Cates tested out of quarantine. Both were on day five and can 
return if they test negative. To be safe, Yeo is working with the lineup he 
had at practice, plus Atkinson. 
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Flyers’ fill-ins no match for streaking Penguins 

 

Wayne Fish 

 

When Sidney Crosby and the Penguins hit town looking for their 10th 
straight win, you better have your A-game ready.  
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It’s up for debate whether the Flyers had their A-game spirit on Thursday 
night, but they didn’t have a lot of their A-game players due to COVID-19 
and injuries.  

The result was predictable: Penguins 6, Flyers 2. Pittsburgh now has 
won 10 consecutive games while the Flyers dropped their fourth straight 
(0-3-1) to put a little tarnish on their recent seven-game (5-0-2) point 
streak.  

Due to COVID-19, the Flyers were without Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, 
Travis Konecny and Travis Sanheim, while Sean Couturier remains 
injured.  

Subs like rookie defensemen Egor Zamula and Cam York, plus forward 
Connor Bunnaman (the Flyers even had fourth-liner Max Willman playing 
on the second line) just weren’t enough to break the Penguins’ streak. 
The Flyers’ record fell to 13-15-6. 

Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo wasn’t buying any excuses.  

In fact, he sort of called out his team, saying it might have looked at the 
lineup card and didn’t believe it could win this game.  

Yeo also implied that better not be the Flyers’ attitude toward the rest of 
this season, because the first sign of ”give up” could spell disaster.  

More:Is Giroux on track for Hockey Hall of Fame someday? 

Besides, the Flyers haven’t exactly been setting the world on fire when 
they do have a complete lineup. They have given up the first goal of the 
game 17 times in 34 games this season and won a grand total of two of 
those encounters.  

”In all honesty, we were missing some guys,” Yeo acknowledged. ”So 
how do you compensate for that? You up your compete level. You dig in 
harder to your team game. You have to show more resilience, heart. I 
thought we had an OK start and the next thing you know they score a 
goal and after that — whether we didn’t believe we could win — we were 
not good enough.”  

This form of criticism is about as harsh as it gets. Maybe it will be a 
wakeup call that things came a little too easy during that seven-game 
streak.  

”We can talk about X’s and O’s and everything else,” Yeo said. ”But it’s 
just about how hard you fight. We can look at where we are in the season 
and we can just sort of accept our fate the rest of the way and say it’s just 
not our year. Bad luck, this and that. You can do the same thing in a 
game or you can fight. You can determine your own fate, regardless of 
what the circumstances are. You can go down swinging but I don’t think 
we did that tonight.”  

It didn’t take long for Pittsburgh to assert its will on the shorthanded 
Flyers in a three-goal first period. Of particular note, Penguins 
defenseman Kris Letang assisted on all three goals, two of them by 
Bryan Rust.  

Goal number one came during a Pittsburgh power play. Letang spotted 
Rust open at the bottom of the left circle and goaltender Carter Hart had 
no chance to cover at the near post for the shot at 12:21.  

Rust struck again at 14:55. With the teams skating four aside, Rust was 
open in the slot to convert a feed from Evan Rodrigues.  

Finally, the Penguins capped the outburst at 16:16. Hart managed to get 
his glove on Jake Guentzel’s short shot but the goalie’s momentum 
carried the puck across the goal line.  

Although the Flyers played better in the second period, the damage was 
done.  

Cam Atkinson did his best to explain the current level of frustration.  

”I don’t think we did a good job in front of Hart,” Atkinson said. ”We kind 
of left him out to dry the entire night. We have to find a way to not only 

help him but help ourselves. Guys have to look in the mirror a little bit 
and find a way to dig deeper. Get a little more fight in our game.”  

Added Scott Laughton: ”Nine or 10 guys out, six guys in protocol, it’s a 
tough league to win that way. It’s a tough league to chase (a game). 
We’ve been doing that quite a bit. It sucks right now.”   

Atkinson finally broke through for the Flyers at 8:10 of the second period. 
Joel Farabee teed it up for his linemate and Atkinson blasted home a 
shot from just outside the hash marks past Tristan Jarry for his 14th goal 
of the season.   

In the third period, Rodriques scored at 8:50 and Guentzel notched his 
second at 10:30, both on break-ins. To add insult, at 11:51 Brian Boyle 
scored shorthanded. That was countered by Oskar Lindblom's goal on 
the same power play with seven minutes to play.  

”You want to come out with a good start,” Farabee said. ”They’re a hot 
team right now. When you have this many guys out, it’s not easy. I think 
we have to come out with a little more jump. Not sit back.”  

Lines shuffled  

Yeo had to scramble to put new lines together.  

Derick Brassard, playing his first game since Dec. 8, skated on a line with 
Morgan Frost and James van Riemsdyk. Laughton centered a top line 
with Farabee and Atkinson. Kevin Hayes centered Bunnaman and 
Willman and Patrick Brown played pivot for Lindblom and Zack 
MacEwen.  

On defense, Zamula was paired with Rasmus Ristolainen; York skated 
with Justin Braun and veteran Keith Yandle worked with Kevin 
Connauton.  

Short shots  

The Flyers return to action on Saturday when they play host to the San 
Jose Sharks. ... Letang, a Flyer nemesis for the better part of a decade, 
now has nine goals, 44 points with a plus-30 in 58 career games vs. 
Philly. ... Hayes received a 10-minute misconduct penalty at 11:51 of the 
third period. 
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McCaffery: Hey, Yeo … Flyers have a coach telling it like it is 

 

Jack McCaffery 1/7/2022 

 

He’s an interim coach for a hockey club going nowhere, a willing worker, 
yet one with all the security of a railing in a decrepit Washington football 
stadium. 

He was on the staff of a team that lost 10 games, fired the head coach, 
and happened to be available. Mike Yeo is a true pro and a hockey lifer, 
having won 251 career games and taken four teams to the playoffs. But 
no white-board scribbles or endeavors to orchestrate crisper practices 
are going to work, not with the Flyers, not as they are constructed. 

There is something deeply wrong with Yeo’s team, and it’s not just 
injuries or failed virus tests. 

Yeo probably knew that last year, when he was assisting Alain Vigneault 
and watching the Flyers meander through a 13-15-6 mini-season. He 
surely must have thought it as the Flyers stumbled through the early part 
of this season, costing Vigneault work. 
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And after watching 11 games as the interim coach, including a disaster of 
a 6-2 loss Thursday to the visiting Pittsburgh Penguins, Yeo couldn’t hide 
his feelings any longer. 

He might not give the Flyers organization a championship. 

Surely, though, he will give it candor. 

“For me, the biggest message was, more than anything, that we can talk 
about X’s and O’s and game plans and everything else,” he said. “It’s just 
about how hard you fight.” 

And there it was: The ultimate hockey insult, well-placed. The Flyers, 
their coach let it be known, do not have it within them to fight. More, the 
remark was perfectly timed, for if ever a coach had a more accessible 
escape hatch, it would have been Thursday. With Claude Giroux, Ivan 
Provorov, Travis Sanheim, Travis Konecny, Nick Seeler and Jackson 
Cates missing due to health and safety protocols, and with Sean 
Couturier, Nate Thompson and Ryan Ellis injured, the Flyers were pre-
approved to sputter against a good Pittsburgh team on a nine-game 
winning streak. 

Yeo easily could have shrugged the four-goal loss off as a cost of 2022 
business. But he saw Penguins repeatedly darting behind the Flyers’ 
defensemen for breakaways. He realized that, other than Cam Atkinson 
and an improving Oskar Lindblom, the Flyers barely competed at the 
offensive end. Carter Hart didn’t have much help, but if he is a superstar-
elect goaltender, then he should have been better on a night when the 
Flyers were shorthanded. 

Nor was Yeo’s displeasure limited to a night when the Flyers were 
essentially made to play with a high-grade taxi squad. No, he was irate 
that in the 16 games the Flyers have been scored on first this season, 
they have recovered to win … two? 

“This is something I’m not looking at just tonight, for sure,” he made 
certain to clarify. “I believe that there is an element of it where you have 
to show your determination, your fight and not just to say, ‘It was not our 
night tonight.’ And you just can’t say, ‘It’s not our season,’ either. 

“I think more than anything,” he added, “it’s just mindset and 
determination.” 

That could sound like the wail of an exasperated coach in any sport, a 
muffled implication that his strategies are fine but that the players must 
do more to reveal the depth of his genius. Typically, though, that would 
be a ploy of a coach desperate to hang onto a job. The Flyers, rarely 
timid about coaching changes, are not likely to trust Vigneaut’s assistant 
again next year, not unless Yeo somehow mounts a belated Coach of the 
Year campaign in the second half of the season. 

No, he knows his situation. And as long as he is in it, he is going to let it 
be known that the Flyers have the wrong mix … when they are healthy, 
when they are not. 

“There’s an element of toughness on the ice,” he said. “You show up and 
you compete and you battle and you play physical. But there’s another 
form of toughness, and that’s mental toughness, that’s not feeling sorry 
for yourself and not letting frustration get the best of you. 

“Things happen. Bad things happen. What are you going to do? You 
have to make sure to respond to that. We need to find a way to push 
harder and not let one goal turn into two and two turn into three. 

“We have to show more fight in that situation and we’re going to have a 
great opportunity to do that going forward.” 

The Flyers have 48 games to play. There is a likelihood that their worst 
virus issues are behind. Maybe they get an injury break or two. There’s 
time. But they are well into their second season of standing around 
waiting for on-ice calamity to happen. Somebody had to recognize that. 
At the right time, an interim coach with little to lose did. 
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As Jones gets his old team, Flyers are stretched thin some more 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — The bleakness of the Flyers' player availability 
situation isn't expected to improve much for the team's game Saturday at 
the Wells Fargo Center.V 

If the process remains consistent with the NHL's modified COVID 
protocol, Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Travis Konecny and Travis 
Sanheim will miss the Flyers' matchup against the Sharks (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP). 

A player who tests positive for the coronavirus and is fully vaccinated 
must remain out at least five days. If they have no symptoms or their 
symptoms are resolving, a player is permitted to return following five 
days as long as they have a negative lab-based RT-PCR test and the 
requirements adhere with local health laws. 

Giroux and Provorov entered protocol Tuesday, which would make 
Saturday their fifth and final day of being out. Konecny and Sanheim 
were placed in protocol Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, on the team's injury front, it appears Derick Brassard (hip) for 
now will be rejoining Sean Couturier (upper body), Ryan Ellis (lower 
body) and Nate Thompson (shoulder). After missing 15 of the previous 
16 games, Brassard returned to the Flyers' decimated lineup Thursday in 
the lopsided 6-2 loss to the Penguins. 

He missed practice Friday and Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo said 
the veteran center is considered doubtful for Saturday and day to day 
moving forward. 

"He's been dealing with a lingering issue," Yeo said. "We came back 
from this trip, he had been skating, he felt good. He went into the game 
last game and today he didn't feel good." 

With recent call-up Gerry Mayhew (upper body) listed as day to day 
ahead of Thursday's game, the Flyers were down 10 players against 
Pittsburgh. 

Along with Brassard, Cam Atkinson also missed practice Friday. 
However, his absence was for a maintenance day. 

"He plays so hard, he's been giving so much," Yeo said. "It's been a bit of 
a stretch here with the number of guys that we've had out of the lineup. 
It's not just about who comes into the lineup, it's what you ask other guys 
to take on as far as extra responsibility, role and so on. He's been a 
warrior for us and he'll be in the lineup tomorrow and he'll be ready to 
go." 

Mayhew practiced Friday and could be the new forward to enter the 
lineup for Brassard. 

Joel Farabee-Scott Laughton-Cam Atkinson 

James van Riemsdyk-Kevin Hayes-Max Willman 

Oskar Lindblom-Morgan Frost-Gerry Mayhew 

Connor Bunnaman-Patrick Brown-Zack MacEwen 

Meanwhile, defenseman Nick Seeler and forward Jackson Cates may 
also be available. Both depth pieces entered COVID protocol Monday, 
which means they'll have the chance to exit protocol Saturday. 

"I know that Seeler and Cates were testing today," Yeo said. "I'm not 100 
percent sure if that means that they're cleared tomorrow with a negative 
test. We basically went into the day today with this group — with 
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[Atkinson] in addition — assuming that this will be our lineup. If we get 
news that they are available tomorrow, then obviously we could make a 
change there if we need to." 

Martin Jones will start in net for the Flyers, who are 13-15-6 overall and 
in desperate need of a win. They've lost four straight (0-3-1) and are 
starting to fight frustration again. 

"You have nine, 10 guys out, six guys in protocol," Scott Laughton said 
Thursday after the Flyers' loss. "It's a tough league to win that way." 

Jones is set to face his former club. In the offseason, he had the final 
three years of his contract bought out by the Sharks. 

Carter Hart started for the Flyers on Tuesday and Thursday. He allowed 
six goals on 32 shots against the Penguins, who won their 10th in a row. 
Hart was not a big problem. Regardless, the Flyers wanted Jones to get 
a crack at his old team. 

"This is not about Hartsy and last game," Yeo said. "I don't think that we 
played nearly well enough in front of Hartsy to give him a chance. This 
was something that was in the plans for a while. Excited for Jonesy to get 
that opportunity." 
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Blue Jackets' Texier tests positive for COVID-19, Chinakhov misses 
practice 

 

Bailey Johnson 

 

As the Blue Jackets near defenseman Zach Werenski's potential return 
from the COVID-19 protocol list, another player is set to join him in 
protocol: Alexandre Texier. 

Texier fell ill with a non-COVID illness earlier this week and has missed 
the past two games. On Friday, Jackets coach Brad Larsen said Texier 
has now tested positive for COVID-19. 

Werenski tested positive on Monday and was added to the list Tuesday, 
but his five-day quarantine clock began with the initial positive test. NHL 
protocols allow fully-vaccinated players who are asymptomatic to leave 
isolation after five days if they produce a negative test, so Werenski 
could potentially re-join the team Saturday.  

Alongside Texier and Werenski, defenseman Gavin Bayreuther remains 
on the protocol list after first entering on Dec. 29. Despite the length of 
Bayreuther's absence, Larsen said Friday that Bayreuther is doing well.  

"Symptomatic-wise, he's done really well," Larsen said. "I think he's had 
some mild symptoms. We've been lucky that way. I don't think any guys 
really had hard or tough symptoms. I think everybody's dealt with it very 
well. Almost itching to get back. 

"You try and keep in contact, shoot a text just to see how they're doing. 
There's been so many now, but I think most guys felt pretty good."  

Yegor Chinakhov "banged up", Elvis Merzlikins skating 

Though he didn't join the full team for practice, goaltender Elvis 
Merzlikins skated with Jackets goaltending coach Manny Legace before 
the full practice started. Merzlikins suffered a lower-body injury in 
Saturday's loss to the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Additionally, forward Yegor Chinakhov missed Friday's practice with an 
undisclosed injury. 

"(Chinakhov is) banged up," Larsen said. "We'll see where he's at 
tomorrow." 
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Blue Jackets let New Jersey Devils off the hook in third straight loss 

Jakub Voracek logs 1,000th NHL game, unable to help Columbus take 
advantage of 18-5 edge in shots during first period. 

 

Brian Hedger 

 

It started with a sizzle and finished with a fizzle. 

After starting with one of their best periods of the season Thursday in 
New Jersey, the Blue Jackets reverted to an all-too-familiar form in the 
final 40 minutes of 3-1 loss to the Devils at Prudential Center. 

They fell into a passive style, dropped to 15-16-1 because of it and lost 
more ground in the Eastern Conference playoff chase, dropping a third 
straight game and dipping under .500 despite dominating the Devils (14-
16-5) with an 18-5 shot differential in the first period. 

New Jersey outshot Columbus 23-14 over the final two periods and 
surged ahead on a power-play goal by Jesper Bratt in the third to break a 
1-1 tie. His goal decided the game and the Devils added an empty-netter 
with 1:20 left by Jack Hughes, who finished with three points on a goal 
and two assists.  

“Good start, played very simple, played North, we had great sticks, 
checked well, made the right plays at the right time, didn’t force things ... 
and then it got away from us,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. “We 
try to force things, we’re not making plays under pressure and there’s 
times we’re not even under pressure. We’re just not executing and it’s 
just not good enough.” 

Blue Jackets forward Jakub Voracek, 32, logged his 1,000th NHL game, 
a prized milestone in the sport. He skated 20:26, but unable to affect the 
outcome 

Tomas Tatar scored New Jersey's first goal 51 seconds into the game off 
a faceoff in the Columbus zone, which could have triggered another a 
tidal wave against the Jackets after they'd allowed seven goals in each of 
their previous two games. 

Thanks to improved defensive play and Joonas Korpisalo (25 saves), the 
Devils didn't score again until Bratt's goal in the third. Max Domi tied it 1-
1 just 3:03 after Tatar scored, smacking Vladislav Gavrikov’s rebound 
past Mackenzie Blackwood, but the Blue jackets couldn’t get another 
puck past the Devils' netminder. 

Blackwood made 17 of his 31 saves in the first, including three straight 
against rapid-fire shots before the horn sounded during a Columbus 
power play. Korpisalo tried to match it, but his strong effort was 
squandered by the Jackets’ ongoing struggle to handle forechecking 
pressure. 

“We have a real hard time, when it goes south a little bit, to get it back,” 
Larsen said. “It’s got to get fixed. Guys have got to take control. 
Someone has to take control of it. We’ve got to put five guys on the ice 
and whoever’s out there has got to take back control of that game.” 

Blue Jackets veteran Jakub Voracek joins 1,000-game club in loss  

Following practice Wednesday, Voracek was asked what it meant for him 
to reach 1,000 games in his NHL career.  

“Well, that I’m old, first of all,” said the 32-year old forward, who rarely 
misses an opportunity to elicit a few laughs. “I’ve been real fortunate, not 
being hurt much throughout the career. Didn’t miss many games. I take a 
lot of pride in that, just … even if I’m banged up or I was banged up 
throughout the years, I kind of always found a way to play in the games. 
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So, I think it’s a little bit old-school all through it, (playing) no matter what 
you’ve got. I think that’s why (this milestone) came so early.”  

It also helped that Voracek was only 19 as a rookie in 2008-09 with the 
Blue Jackets, who drafted him seventh overall in 2007. Voracek has 
since put together a stellar NHL career as a playmaking forward, 
compiling 761 points on 217 goals and 544 assists for two teams – the 
Philadelphia Flyers and Blue Jackets, who traded him to Philly after his 
first three NHL seasons and then reacquired him last summer for Cam 
Atkinson.  

Returning to his first NHL home has been enjoyable, despite the Jackets’ 
losing ways the past six weeks.  

“Not many times it happens that you play with one or two teams 
throughout your career and I’ve been lucky so far,” said Voracek, whose 
18 primary assists this season are tied for first in the NHL. “I came back 
to surroundings that I’d known before and it’s been awesome for me. It’s 
been like a new life and I’ve really enjoyed it, every time that I come to 
the rink or hang out with my teammates. Obviously, you have fun on the 
ice, but you’ve got to have fun off the ice with everyone. That keeps you 
going a little bit as well.”  

Jake Christiansen impresses in NHL debut for Blue Jackets  

Columbus dressed a set of bookend “Jakes” after Larsen decided to play 
rookie defenseman Jake Christiansen, who made his NHL debut the 
same night Voracek played his 1,000th game.  

Christiansen, 22, was recalled from the Jackets’ taxi squad Thursday and 
played his first game at hockey’s highest level while skating with Andrew 
Peeke on the third defense pairing. Christiansen played 12:46 on 17 
shifts, finishing with one shot, two attempts and two blocked shots.  

“I thought he was actually one of the brighter spots back there tonight,” 
Larsen said. “For his first game, I thought he did a heck of a job.”  

Prior to being recalled on Wednesday from the Cleveland Monsters, 
Christiansen tallied 18 points and was tied for third among American 
Hockey League defensemen in scoring. It’s part of an impressive start to 
his professional career, which included a challenging path since 
Christiansen signed with Columbus on Mar. 4, 2020 as an undrafted free 
agent from the junior ranks in the Western Hockey League.  

That contract signing was announced a couple weeks before the official 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic in North America, which canceled the 
conclusion of that season for all levels lower than the NHL that season 
and shortened Christiansen’s first season with the Monsters in 2020-21.  

The puck-moving defenseman then sustained a foot injury prior to 
training camp in Columbus while helping the Blue Jackets go 4-0-0 at the 
2021 Traverse City Prospects Tournament in northern Michigan.  

“Last year was a weird year, but I’m really thankful for that year and I 
think that I learned a lot from the coaching staff in Cleveland,” 
Christiansen said. “Everything’s been different the past couple years, but 
it’s been that way for everybody. I’ve just been trying to work on my 
game continuously to ultimately get me here. The journey was a little bit 
weird the last couple years, but I wouldn’t change it for anything.” 

Blue Jackets squander strong first period against New Jersey Devils  

How good were the Jackets in the first period against the Devils?  

Well, they set a season-high for shots in a period with 18 and dictated 
play throughout it after allowing Tatar’s early goal on the game’s first 
shift. Anybody who watched the game knew the Devils would come out 
strong to start the second, including the Jackets, but their intermission 
chat about it didn’t do much to stave off the push.  

New Jersey outshot Columbus 12-7 in the second and held the Blue 
Jackets without a shot for the first 8:46 of the period. It didn’t lead to any 
goals against Korpisalo, but the Devils seized control of the game going 
into the third — leading to Bratt’s winner.  

The Jackets were outshot 11-7 in the third and never regained their 
aggressive style of play. It’s a problem that has vexed them most of this 
season and all of last year.  

“We were playing with confidence (in the first),” said Domi, who scored 
his eighth goal and skated on a line with rookies Cole Sillinger and Yegor 
Chinakhov. “Then, all of a sudden, we get into a tough game and we lost 
that confidence a little bit and that can’t happen at this level … it’s 
definitely a learning curve that we can focus on.” 

Korpisalo hopes to regain top form with more action 

Elvis Merzlikins is day-to-day with a lower-body injury, but Korpisalo’s 
performance in New Jersey may give the Jackets’ coaching staff more 
confidence in allowing more time for that issue to fully heal.  

Korpisalo, who’s battled through a non-COVID respiratory illness plus a 
case of COVID-19 the past month, has struggled all season while not 
playing regularly as Merzlikins’ backup. His numbers are bloated, taking 
a huge hit Tuesday with seven goals allowed to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, and the Finnish netminder would like to play more consistently 
to get into a rhythm.  

“I haven’t played a lot,” said Korpisalo, who was pressed into starting 
against the Lightning after just one full practice because of Merzlikins’ 
injury and another one that sidelined rookie Daniil Tarasov. “I’m just 
trying to make the most out of this and try to help the team a lot, 
especially (since) we haven’t won too many games lately. But it feels 
good to get the second game in a row.”  

Cole Sillinger plays through injury, centers third line 

Sillinger didn’t practice Wednesday because of a lower-body injury that 
happened against Tampa Bay and his availability was questionable until 
a gametime decision to let him play.  

The 18-year old rookie played 11:28 and assisted on Domi’s goal by 
taking a big hit along the boards to make a pass over Vladislav Gavrikov 
for a one-timer. Sillinger finished with two shots, four attempts and was 
credited with two takeaways. He also won four of six faceoffs and was 
more involved in positive plays during the first period than he’s been in a 
while.  

Sillinger's ice time dropped as the game progressed, but it will be 
interesting to see if he and Chinakhov remain paired with Domi on 
Saturday at Nationwide Arena. 

Blue Jackets' special teams sputtering  

The Jackets’ early success with the man-advantage now feels like a very 
long time ago. They went 0 for 4 against the Devils and haven’t scored 
on a power play in eight games (0 for 21).   

They’ve also netted a power-play goal in just one of their past 13 games, 
going 1 for 28 for an ice cold 3.6% success rate in that stretch. It’s a big 
reason why the Jackets are only 3-10-1 since downing the Vancouver 
Canucks 4-2 on Nov. 26 in Columbus. Their penalty killing is also in 
flames, allowing goals while shorthanded in six of the past seven games.   

They’ve been successful in just 12 of their past 18 shorthanded situations 
(66.7%) in that span. Top defenseman Zach Werenski has missed two 
games with COVID-19, but the problems on both special teams extend 
farther back than his positive test result Monday.  

“We’ve got to get something out of the power play,” Larsen said. “The kill 
slipped too. Your special teams have slipped, and those are costly, right? 
We had the opportunities to get back in it, to get ahead and tie it. We 
don’t get it done. Those are the times we’ve got to come through, 
especially when you’re not winning games. They’ve got to come 
through.” 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: A Team Canada 2022 Olympic NHL 
player roster, plus an Oilers goaltending solution 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Jan 7, 2022 

 

Up until three weeks ago, the NHL’s 2022 Olympic participation was a 
reality. Then came another COVID-19 spike — almost 100 postponed 
games and counting — and finally, an official withdrawal from the Beijing 
Games. We’re back to where we were four years ago — the Winter 
Olympics going forward with a hockey tournament that features the best 
of the European leagues, along with a handful of select, targeted 
reinforcements from the minors, the college ranks and the NHL’s 
unemployment line. 

For Canada, it could mean an eclectic, interesting mix, ranging from 
future stars such as Owen Power and Mason MacTavish to old favorites 
such as Eric Staal and Devan Dubnyk. Canadians will tune in to the 
competition no matter what, but it will not be the same as if the NHL were 
there. The NHL will instead be busy, using the Feb. 6-22 Olympic 
window, to reschedule the postponed games, in the hopes of getting 
caught up by the end of next month. 

In a more perfect world, this would have been the week that national 
teams would have begun rolling out their 25-player, NHL-based Olympic 
hockey rosters. Instead, we’re back to the same discouraging place we 
were four years ago, left to debate hypothetically who would have made 
the teams — and who would have missed the cut. 

Team Canada coach Jon Cooper, in an interview with Pierre LeBrun  

Published earlier this week, noted that the Canada Olympic braintrust 
were already a long way down the road of naming the core players on 
the team — and that the only thing left was filling out the bottom end of 
the roster. 

This, I’ve found, is always the part that creates the greatest discussion 
anyway, a development I find endlessly fascinating. In the end, that the 
old hockey cliché — about your best players needing to be your best 
players — is particularly true when it comes to winning a best-on-best 
competition. Let’s face it: Nowadays, every team, from Canada and the 
U.S., to Russia and Sweden, to Finland and the Czech Republic, has, at 
the top end, enough talent to flesh out a deep, competitive roster with a 
chance to win a gold medal. 

In the end, winning the gold is all about execution, goaltending, 
developing instant chemistry, and performing under pressure. Those final 
few roster spots rarely make the difference in winning and losing, but 
they surely do create the greatest vitriol and dissent. 

A few readers suggested that just because the NHL withdrew from the 
Olympics, they’d still be interested in discussing how the various rosters 
might have looked like anyway. Four years ago, ahead of the 2018 
Olympics, the first in 20 years without NHLers, we did just that. 

Here’s the link for Team Canada, as a refresher, for anyone who wants 
to review that projected roster and also to how dramatically things can 
change in a four-year span. 

Canada almost always generates the most contentious debates, just 
because of its overall talent pool. So, let’s blend a little reporting with a 
little guesswork and a little bit of a reality check — particularly when it 
comes to the up-to-date injury list — to predict what that 25-player line-up 
for Team Canada might have looked like. 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Sidney Crosby-Patrice Bergeron 

Jonathan Huberdeau-Connor McDavid-Mark Stone 

Steven Stamkos-Nathan MacKinnon-Brayden Point 

John Tavares-Mathew Barzal-Mitch Marner 

Ryan O’Reilly-Tom Wilson 

Defence 

Shea Theodore-Alex Pietrangelo 

Devon Toews-Cale Makar 

Thomas Chabot-Drew Doughty 

Darnell Nurse-Aaron Ekblad 

Goal 

Marc-Andre Fleury 

Darcy Kuemper 

Jordan Binnington 

Goal was always going to be the most challenging final call. As of this 
week, Carey Price hadn’t played a game yet in the NHL this season. He 
was penciled in as the starter last summer, and if he’d even gotten in a 
handful of games before the New Year, you’d have to think he might 
have been one of the three selected. 

But he didn’t, and so, as difficult as the decision would be, Price likely 
would have been left off the roster. Marc-Andre Fleury is the reigning 
Vezina Trophy winner and if you subtract the first two weeks as he 
adjusted to life in Chicago, his numbers have been solid this season. 

Experience counts here, and thus Fleury would likely get the nod over 
Darcy Kuemper, who shone for Canada at last year’s world 
championship, but has had an up-and-down time of it in the first half. 

The strategy behind deploying a No. 3 is usually: If you need someone to 
win you a single game — because if you’re using your No. 3, it means 
something has gone off the rails along the way — who do you trust to do 
that? The main reason Ed Belfour got the nod in 2002 in Salt Lake City 
was just for that reason — Ken Hitchcock argued that if you needed 
someone to go in with the right attitude to win a single game, Belfour had 
that personality to do that. Jordan Binnington, based on his playoff track 
record, would therefore get the nod over Canada’s Generation Next in 
goal: Carter Hart and MacKenzie Blackwood, both of whom will figure in 
the 2026 equation. 

On defense, and for some time now, Canada’s left side has been weaker 
than the right side. If you just selected the top eight names (rather than 
worrying about how a team might look on the ice), you’d likely opt for six 
right-shot defensemen. 

But that’s not how this would work in real life. In the same way that the 
2014 team insisted on a left-right balance, my sense is the 2022 team 
would have done the same thing. 

Accordingly, you have to rank the players based on that criteria, and not 
as an overall group. 

So, on the left side, I went with Shea Theodore, Devon Toews, Thomas 
Chabot, and Darnell Nurse, which means Morgan Rielly narrowly misses 
(he would have been the first alternate, ahead of Samuel Girard, Josh 
Morrisey and Mark Giordano). One thing to remember: When putting 
together a team constructed on the fly, it’s important to find chemistry 
already in place wherever you can. It means, on the two top pairs, you’d 
have been able to deploy a pair of Golden Knights and a pair of 
Avalanche defensemen. 

The right side is always more complicated because it’s so deep: Alex 
Pietrangelo was pre-selected to the team. Cale Makar is the best 
defenseman in the world. And Drew Doughty, while controversial in some 
minds, has the sort of experience the coaching staff wanted. So really, 
the fourth spot would have come down to either Ekblad or Dougie 
Hamilton — and it really was almost a coin flip. The fact that Hamilton 
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broke his jaw, requiring surgery and leaving him out of the New Jersey 
Devils’ line-up for the foreseeable future, would have put an end to the 
discussion. Injuries have a way of doing that – and derailing all the best-
laid plans (and controversies). 

Up front, the biggest omission is probably Sean Couturier, the reigning 
Selke Trophy winner, who hasn’t had a great year, and has been 
bothered by nagging injuries throughout (and is currently sidelined by 
COVID-19). 

Here’s where I deliver the standard caveat: 

You can only take 14 forwards. Probably about 20 deserve to be serious 
candidates for the team. 

If you want to add someone to the aforementioned 14, then you also 
need to subtract someone from the mix. 

It’s challenging — because no matter who you settle on, somebody’s 
favorite player is going to be on the outside looking in. 

Even though they haven’t played together since the 2016 World Cup, the 
line of Sidney Crosby, Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron makes a 
great starting place. They were the dominant unit in the tournament, one 
of the main reasons that Canadian team separated itself from the rest of 
the pack. 

Connor McDavid is Canada’s best pure talent: The question is, who do 
you play him with? One option would be Zach Hyman, in the same way 
that Chris Kunitz made the 2016 Olympic team because of his familiarity 
playing alongside Crosby. Hyman has some intangibles that make him 
attractive too, but I can only find room for one outside-the-box selection 
up front and I’ve controversially awarded it to the Capitals’ Tom Wilson, 
who has played a more controlled brand of hockey this season and 
provides a physical component on a team that leans more heavily (and 
maybe too heavily) towards skill alone. 

So, let’s slide Jonathan Huberdeau and Mark Stone in there with 
McDavid to start and see how it evolves. If the chemistry isn’t there right 
away, you could easily slip in either the Toronto pair (John Tavares and 
Mitch Marner) or the Tampa Bay pair (Steven Stamkos and Brayden 
Point). The fourth-line center spot could potentially rotate depending 
upon the game: O’Reilly has the greater defensive chops while Barzal’s 
speed makes him a threat. Right now, Wilson isn’t in the top 12, but he’s 
someone that could slide in, depending upon what the team needs, and 
especially if it needs an energy boost. 

On some level, I wouldn’t mind seeing what Wilson could do on a line 
with McDavid, given that in the NHL, Wilson’s had a lot of success 
playing with skilled players, on Washington’s top line. 

Beyond Couturier, the other major omission is Mark Scheifele, who had a 
very up-and-down first two months, but was strong in December, making 
an 11th-hour case for inclusion. You wouldn’t go wrong slipping Couturier 
or Scheifele in for Barzal, Wilson or Marner, especially if you felt 
Couturier could get back on top of his game by the first week of 
February. That wouldn’t require much of a leap of faith either. 

And as we know, you could always build a second Team Canada team 
around the castoffs and still potentially challenge for a gold medal. 

The NHL in the Summer Olympics? 

For as long as Gary Bettman has been commissioner of the NHL, he’s 
been in favor of shifting hockey from the Winter to the Summer Olympics. 
And given Bettman’s mandate — to make as much money as he can for 
NHL owners — why wouldn’t he feel that way? It’s no-lose from his 
position. If NHL players voluntarily want to give up their summers to play 
in the Olympics, it only helps the league. There is no material disruption 
to the schedule, but it gives the players a platform to show off their skills 
and in theory, grow the game. 

Aesthetically, of course, it makes little sense. 

By definition, the Winter Olympics were created to celebrate winter sport 
— and there’s a reason that the sport played in the NHL is described 
around the world as “ice” hockey — as opposed to “field” hockey. 

In theory, you could argue that nowadays, we’re almost getting 
accustomed to seeing ice hockey played 12 months of the year. In 2020, 
the NHL playoffs were conducted, tournament-style in two bubbles, 
Toronto and Edmonton, starting in August and ending with the Tampa 
Bay Lightning raising the Stanley Cup on Sept. 28, in Edmonton, against 
the Dallas Stars. 

In 2021, the abbreviated 56-game season began in January and finished 
in July, with Tampa Bay raising the Stanley Cup on July 7, defeating the 
Montreal Canadiens in the Final. 

It means that within the last three years, NHL hockey’s been played in 
every month of the calendar year. Players now start skating in August, 
try-out camps for various junior tourneys are held in the summer. There 
was a time, even in the early days of the Canada Cup, when it was a 
bigger deal for players to go to training camps in the summer — Wayne 
Gretzky made a joke about it on one of his first TNT broadcasts, teasing 
Paul Bissonnette that he and his colleagues gave up multiple summers in 
their lives to train for Canada Cups, in order to beef up the players’ 
pension funds. 

But just because hockey has constantly drifted into the summer months 
of late doesn’t make it a good thing. And even if the players would likely 
buy in, then there would still be the matter of convincing the International 
Olympic Committee that it’s a good idea. 

Which seems unlikely to ever happen. 

Even without NHL players participating, “ice” hockey remains an integral 
component of the Winter Olympic program. It gobbles up lots of TV time, 
and generates considerable ticket revenue. Genuine hockey fans can tell 
the difference between a tournament featuring NHL players and a 
secondary field. But a lot of people that tune in to watch the Olympics are 
only casual sports fan and thus wouldn’t make the same distinction. 

Moreover, if “ice” hockey were tucked into the Summer Olympics, it 
would likely get lost in the shuffle — against basketball, track and field, 
swimming, and all the other signature sports in an already crowded 
Summer Olympic schedule. 

I just can’t see the IOC ever agreeing to the switch — even if it meant 
getting NHL players to participate. 

Besides, at this point, what difference would it make to the IOC? As part 
of the decision to withdraw from the Beijing Games, the NHL reaffirmed 
the commitment to go to Italy in 2026. So why would the IOC change 
anything? As a favor to their old adversary, Bettman? Just because it 
makes sense, from a business standpoint, for the NHL? No, I think not. 

The most recent Stanley Cup Final went from June 28 to July 7. (Eric 
Bolte / USA Today) 

A solution to the Oilers’ goaltending woes? 

The Edmonton Oilers next play Monday night, at home, against the 
Ottawa Senators and the five-day gap between games probably couldn’t 
have come at a better time. More than anything else, the Oilers need the 
temperature around their team to drop from the boiling point that it 
achieved this week when coach Dave Tippett said something everybody 
else in the world saw — their goaltending, in a game against the New 
York Rangers, wasn’t good enough — and then the goalie in question, 
Mikko Koskinen, responded by saying it wasn’t all his fault and that the 
team wasn’t given him nearly enough run support. Also, true. 

What Koskinen was mostly guilty of was the poor timing of the goals he 
gave up — too many of them too early in games, which means his 
teammates had to then chase the game. Plus, his tendency to misplay 
the puck, which resulted in too many cheap goals-against. 

The call for replacement netminders, which has been going on in 
Edmonton since the Dwayne Roloson era, ramped up to new heights and 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 8, 2022 

 

it’s natural to wonder what might have happened if the Oilers had 
successfully signed Jacob Markstrom the summer he became an 
unrestricted free agent — a move that looked, at one point, as if it were 
going to get done. 

But that’s ancient history today. 

Today, the Oilers need to play the cards in their hands and the likeliest 
next step is — sorry folks! — to cling to the status quo in the short term 
anyway. 

And here’s why: Mike Smith returned to the Oilers’ goal on Wednesday in 
a 4-2 loss to Toronto (final goal into the empty net), looked a little rusty 
after yet another injury layoff, and was also a bit unlucky. 

Overall, Smith has played in only six games this season (and 334 
minutes of the more than 2,000 minutes that Oilers’ goalies have logged). 
The Oilers gave Smith a two-year contract extension on the grounds that 
general manager Ken Holland has seen other 40-something goalies 
(notably Dominik Hasek) also perform at a high level, despite their 
advancing age. But what genuinely sets Smith apart from Koskinen is his 
virtuoso ability to play the puck, which ranks among the best of all time. 
That’s been a feature of all of Smith’s previous NHL stops too — the 
defensemen, who play in front of him, will tell you acts like a third 
rearguard back there, able to play the puck, and take the pressure off 
him. 

Mark Giordano once told me as a veteran defenceman that what he 
appreciated most about playing with Smith is that he simply got hit a lot 
less, going back for puck retrievals because Smith could get to the puck 
first, and so he — the defenceman — could peel off to the corners and 
be there for an outlet pass. 

In short, beyond just his ability to stop the puck, Smith in goal also 
changes the whole way the team plays — and takes pressure off the 
defence — which in Edmonton’s case, can only help in the grand scheme 
of things. 

Ideally, what they want to do next is let Smith get back into the rhythm of 
the season and then assess where his game is at. 

If the bottom’s fallen out, OK, they’ll know in about two weeks or so and 
at that point, you may need to seek out reinforcements. 

But the goal should be getting to the finish line this year with Smith in 
goal, at which point Koskinen’s contract expires and suddenly, the Oilers 
have some options (and more dollars) to invest in the position. 

Trying to make a makeshift, stopgap trade in the meantime, could set 
you back further. 

So hypothetically, for example, Holland’s friend and former Detroit Red 
Wing executive, Jim Nill, runs the Dallas Stars. The Stars have a 
goaltending surplus, with Anton Khudobin currently the odd man out, 
playing in the minors, after clearing waivers. Could you swap Koskinen 
for Khudobin? 

Almost certainly. Because there’d be something in it for both teams. 
Edmonton would be able to move on immediately from the Koskinen 
contract and Dallas could park Koskinen in the minors for the rest of the 
season, using him as an emergency call-up if needed, but essentially 
taking his contract back to get Khudobin off the books, because 
Khudobin has a year remaining on his contract beyond this season. 

So, there’d be value in the deal for both teams and the evaluation on 
Edmonton’s side would be: Do you think Khudobin has enough bounce-
back upside that you’d want him on your team beyond this season? But 
the better question might be: Can he help you today? Because if you 
think he could come in and save the day if Smith were to get injured the 
way Khudobin did for Dallas in 2020 when Ben Bishop was unable to 
play, then it’s something you’d have to at least consider. 

Mikko Koskinen holds a 3.19 goals-against average and .900 save 
percentage this season. (Dennis Schneidler / USA Today) 

Games played milestones, Kucherov’s return 

For most of this season and last, the milestone record that everyone’s 
focused on is Alex Ovechkin’s pursuit of Wayne Gretzky’s all-time goal-
scoring mark. And rightly so. That felt like a record that would stand 
forever. Last year, Patrick Marleau broke a record that had stood since 
time immemorial — Gordie Howe’s all-time games played record. 
Marleau is the current leader at 1,779, 12 games more than Howe 
managed in the NHL (1,767). 

But quietly, Marleau’s long-time former teammate with the San Jose 
Sharks, Joe Thornton, is climbing up the ladder. On Thursday night, 
Thornton played the 1,700th game of his NHL career for the Florida 
Panthers, becoming just the sixth player in history to cross that threshold. 
It was only Thornton’s 20th game of the season — with all-hands-on-
deck in Florida, he is often the odd man out. 

But Thornton could conceivably reel in both No. 5 Ron Francis (1,731) 
and No. 4 Jaromir Jagr (1,733) by the end of this season and then if he’s 
able to find a place to play again next year, then he could eventually 
overhaul Marleau as well. 

On the same night Thornton hit 1,700, the Columbus Blue Jackets’ Jakub 
Voracek played his 1,000th game, becoming just the second player from 
the draft class of 2007 to reach that mark (Patrick Kane was the first). 

Also Thursday: Nikita Kucherov returned to the Tampa Bay lineup for the 
first time since Oct. 16 and didn’t miss a beat, producing two assists, 
playing on his usual line with Brayden Point and Ondrej Palat. Tampa 
Bay has 46 games remaining — which means if Kucherov stays healthy 
and plays every game from here until the end of the season, he’ll make 
50 appearances this year. Can he score 75 points? Can he score more? 
As of Friday morning, he was tied for 457th in the NHL scoring race. 
What are the chances he cracks the top 25 by season’s end? 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: It’s 2022 and we’re back — but has 
anything changed? 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn Jan 7, 2022 

 

Why did our power rankings disappear for a few weeks? It’s hard to say, 
really. 

Maybe we wanted a holiday break. Maybe we viewed the whole exercise 
as pointless, given that there weren’t really, uh, any hockey games. 
Maybe we got tired of folks confusing The Rankings™ with the NHL.com 
standings page. 

DID YOU TWEET THIS TO PUT IT IN THE RANKINGS 

— SEAN GENTILLE (@SEANGENTILLE) JANUARY 7, 2022 

Doesn’t matter. None of it does — because we’re back. Put the word out. 
We’ll never leave you again. 

The tie-breaker goes to the team with the better points percentage. Let’s 
roll. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 20-8-2 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: When you had your preseason bold prediction about Cale Makar 
leading the team in scoring, you meant goals, right? The kid has 14 in 25 
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games, somehow one off the team lead behind Mikko Rantanen. It’s not 
just seeing-eye shots from the point. He’s doing shit like this. Somehow. 
He’s a freak. 

ELITE PLAY BY CALE MAKAR TO WIN THE GAME IN OVERTIME 
    PIC.TWITTER.COM/CCBXDDVSKN 

— SHAYNA (@HAYYYSHAYYY) JANUARY 5, 2022 

Sean: All we can hope for when we’re tuning into random Tuesday-night 
games is that we see something cool. That’s the point here, isn’t it? What 
else are we supposed to chase? That’s what I thought when I watched 
Makar throw poor Kirby Dach into a blender. I’m not sure there’s a player 
in the league more equipped to give us what we’ve never seen, on a 
night-in, night-out basis. We’re lucky to be able to watch him. 

Now, all he’s got to do is hit enough of a heater to pass up Nazem Kadri 
(and some other guys) on that Avs points list. Make me look a genius, 
Cale. It’s never happened before. 

Dom: As for what actually happened Thursday night, the Avalanche won 
7-1. Nathan MacKinnon had five points, Gabriel Landeskog had a hat 
trick and Mikko Rantanen scored four points. They’re a machine. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 22-7-5 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: We brought this up with Bill Zito on the podcast earlier this week, 
but … Jonathan Huberdeau, Hart candidate? If we’re not quite there, it 
feels like we’re getting close. It’s not just because of those five-point 
games, either. The Panthers are a wagon, and they got there with 
Aleksander Barkov missing significant time. That made Huberdeau even 
more important. I know he’s outside of your GSVA Top 10, but he’s on 
track to show up on some ballots — and he’s on track to deserve it. 

Dom: I just checked and I have him 21st, below the best Mark Donk to 
ever Donk, Evan Rodrigues. Huberdeau is obviously lighting it up on the 
scoresheet, but at five-on-five he is giving a fair bit back the other way. 

Sean: Evan Rodrigues is a Hart candidate, too, so that checks out. It’s 
more that people are going to want to give some credit to a Panther. 
That’s a really, really good team. Just ask Darryl Sutter. The Flames got 
worked by Florida earlier this week, and Sutter gassed them up as much 
as you’ll ever hear from him. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 22-8-2 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get 
my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will 
not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes 
up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my 
hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not 
get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I 
will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my 
hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. I will not 
get my hopes up. I will not get my hopes up. 

Sean: Get your hopes up for what? Ilya Mikheyev is on pace for a 50-
goal season. I say he does it. Yeah, I dunno — four straight wins and 
they’re all over duds (Chicago, Ottawa and Edmonton twice). We’ll have 
to wait and see. 

Dom: It’s the 20 wins in their last 25 games for me. 

Sean: Sounds like No. 4 team to me, baby! 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 23-7-1 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 3 

Sean: I was trying to figure out why I’m slightly — slightly! — cold on the 
Hurricanes, and I think it comes down to scoring depth. Everyone loves 
Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov, but they 
probably need a bit more consistent help if they want to make a true run. 
Maybe that continues to come from Jesperi Kotkaniemi. There are some 
nice players in that group, obviously. I’m just interested in seeing how it 
shakes out. 

Dom: They’re first in points percentage and goal differential this season, 
first in goals percentage at five-on-five and have the best penalty kill in 
the league to go with a top 10 power play. And I’m even colder on them! 
I’m not quite sure what it is, but for me it might be that the three teams 
ahead have the high-end ‘oomph’ that Carolina doesn’t quite have. I love 
Aho and Jaccob Slavin, but I’ll gladly take the 1C and 1D on each of the 
three teams above, plus the team below. 

Brayden Point (Nathan Ray Seebeck / USA TODAY) 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 23-8-5 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: I’m a little higher than Sean here and it’s for the simple reason that 
the Lightning are sixth in points percentage, but officially have Nikita 
Kucherov back in the lineup as of last night. That should immediately 
help a power play that has been only average this season and give 
Tampa Bay a boost going forward. Come playoff time, how many teams 
are we really taking over the Lightning? 

Sean: Yeah, I think in the first half-dozen spots or so, it’s a coin flip. The 
league is more fun when Kucherov is playing, and the Lightning are a lot 
better. It’s hard to argue against any of that. On one hand, I want to see 
what Kucherov looks like before shooting the Lightning up much further. 
On the other, we kind of know that already, don’t we? If anyone is mad 
about this, you’re free to pretend I had them at No. 3 or something. It’s 
the Lightning, for god’s sake. 

Dom: One game in and it looks like he hasn’t missed a beat. Kucherov 
had two assists, a 72 percent expected goals rate, and a Game Score of 
2.8. He looked good and the Lightning looked dominant in the process. 

Sean: Dom added that last bit after the game to try to get the last word. 
It’s not going to work. 

Dom: Yes it is. 

Sean: Nope, because I’m the one saving in the post. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 20-8-5 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 8, 2022 

 

Sean: Are the Penguins under the radar at the moment? Is that possible? 
We’ve talked about them non-stop for the better part of two decades, so 
… no. But it also seems like they’ve ripped off one of the quieter 10-
game win streaks in recent memory. Back to our boy Rodrigues — we 
know the production and the underlying numbers are good. If they 
weren’t, nothing else would matter. But I’ve seen a good bit of that dude 
over the last couple of years, and … he looks different. Didn’t know Evan 
Rodrigues had this much swagger, but here we are. Also, Evgeni Malkin 
is about to come back and Tristan Jarry looks to be fixed. This team is 
dangerous. 

Dom: Very dangerous. They could very well contend for a Cup again this 
season if Jarry’s form this season is for real. There were questions early 
on in the season due to a shakier record, but the underlying process 
looked scary. Now the results are here and the Penguins look like a 
problem. Mike Sullivan deserves a lot more credit as one of the league’s 
very best coaches. 

7. Washington Capitals 

Record: 20-6-8 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Death, taxes, and the Washington Capitals being top five in the 
league. It’s extra impressive given the injury troubles the team has had to 
overcome, and it’ll be exciting to see what this team is made of when 
everyone is healthy. While Alex Ovechkin is getting a lot of the credit 
here, John Carlson deserves a fair bit too. His 55 percent expected goals 
rate this season is second among Capitals’ defenders and the highest of 
his career. 

Sean: Alex Ovechkin just had his 12th anniversary as captain. Good 
Lord. But yeah, it’s worth talking about Carlson a bit. He started Thursday 
third in points by defensemen league-wide (32). Not bad for a guy who 
seemed a bit more ready to hit the downslope at the start of the season. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 23-13-1 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: For weeks we’ve been saying it’s only a matter of time before 
Vegas finds its way into the top 10 of The Rankings™, and that day has 
finally arrived. The Golden Knights may have dropped their last two, but 
prior to that had won 10 of their last 12 — giving them a record much 
closer to what many expected at the start of the season. Since the start 
of December, they have a 58 percent expected goals rate, good for third 
in the league and much closer to the team’s usual output. They’re back. 

Sean: Such a fascinating team. When you can add Jack Eichel, you add 
Jack Eichel, but accomplishing all this with that much uncertainty around 
their cap situation — someone is gonna have to go when Eichel comes 
back — makes for some weird times. We still don’t know what their final 
form is going to be, and that’s fun. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record: 22-9-5 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Oh, buddy, the Rangers are testing me. Great as the results have 
been since our last set of rankings, they’re underscored by an expected 

goals rate of 39 percent in those games. All the wins count. I’m not 
openly doubting whether they’re, like, good or not. Goaltending matters. 
Blah blah blah. But I can’t go all-in yet. Not sure it’ll happen at all for me. 

Dom: Ranking them ninth was more about me saying “well, their record is 
really good so that’s nice” more than actually believing in them. They feel 
like a bit of a paper tiger to me. Igor Shesterkin is elite, but he’s saving 
nearly one goal above expected per game. That’s not going to last. 

Sean: Sticking them here shows the integrity both of us have, because 
we are gonna get dragged to hell in the comments for it. 

Dom: Big Power Standings at it again. 

Matt Dumba and Kirill Kaprizov (Jeffrey Becker / USA TODAY) 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 20-10-2 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: My best friends, the Minnesota Wild, losing to my mortal enemies, 
the St. Louis Blues, in the Winter Classic is the number one hockey 
betrayal of the year. 

Sean: Huh. I can think of a few that are worse. Mixed bag on Thursday 
for you and the family. Matt Boldy scored and the Wild won, but Kirill 
Kaprizov got hurt. 

Dom: Send Trent Frederic right to jail for that. It should be illegal to hurt 
my friend, Kirill. 

11. Nashville Predators 

Record: 22-11-2 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: I love what the Preds have done here. Are they going to win a 
Cup? Almost certainly not. Should they have hit the reset button over the 
offseason? Who’s to say. (Yes.) In any case, they rolled with what they 
seemed to have — a mid-table team if there’s ever been one — and 
they’re doing enough, so far, to basically justify it. We just gassed up 
Vegas … and guess who just beat Vegas? Since Nov. 26, Filip Forsberg 
has 11 goals and 18 points in 15 games. That’s a lot! So, yeah, credit for 
giving us one more interesting team. I was not anticipating that. 

Dom: I love that you’re doubling down on the team hitting the reset button 
despite them playing at a 108-point pace (!!!) this season. As we have 
learned all too often with Pittsburgh and Boston, never doubt the team in 
yellow. They find a way. 

I was with you earlier in the season, but that was mostly because their 
best players looked too washed to make the team competitive anymore. 
Forsberg is hot as you mentioned, but it’s also guys like Matt Duchene, 
Mikael Granlund and Ryan Johansen looking a lot closer to their old form 
too. Add Roman Josi and Mattias Ekholm on defense, Juuse Saros in 
net, and surprisingly effective rookie Alex Carrier to the mix and this team 
is looking pretty damn good. They can win a round (if they don’t face 
Colorado or Vegas) and retool on the fly next season to keep their 
current playoff contention streak alive. 

12. Boston Bruins 

Record: 17-11-2 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 12 
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Sean rank: 11 

Dom: It’s always difficult to rank Boston, a team that is an xG god, 
ranking first in the league and dominating play regularly, but one that 
struggles to actually earn the results requisite of that. With three straight 
wins, they’re getting back on track and hey, maybe a new goalie addition 
might help them out a bit. At five-on-five, Boston ranks first in expected 
goals against per 60 by a wide margin, but only 10th in actual goals 
against. 

Sean: Is there anything funnier going on in the league right now than the 
Tuukka Rask situation? How long can they string this out? I hope it lasts 
forever. It’ll be April, and he’ll be chilling. Tuukka lives to chill. God bless 
him. 

TUUKKA RASK ON IF BUD LIGHTS ARE PART OF HIS DEAL: “WE’LL 
SEE, I HAVEN’T SEEN THE CONTRACT YET. I’M GUESSING THAT 
MIGHT BE FROWNED UPON.” PIC.TWITTER.COM/93ALLLEKNM 

— EVAN MARINOFSKY (@EVANMARINOFSKY) JANUARY 6, 2022 

13. Calgary Flames 

Record:17-9-6  

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: For a while, we had the Flames in and around the top five 
wondering if they were a legitimate contender now. That doesn’t look to 
be the case anymore after dropping six of their last eight with the team’s 
last two games being the most telling: a 6-2 loss to Florida and a 4-1 loss 
to Tampa Bay. Those are two of the best teams in the league and this 
week the Flames showed just how far away they are from that tier still. 
The game against the Lightning looked particularly demoralizing as 
Calgary rarely looked threatening all night. 

Sean: Yeah, I was ready to cut them some slack coming into that Florida 
trip. They were traveling, and they’d had a longer break (and worse 
COVID issues) than the average team. It wouldn’t have taken much to 
stop me from starting to wonder whether they were in trouble. They 
provided even less. Those were two ass-kickings by the sort of teams 
they’d, theoretically, have to beat at some point. 

14. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 19-10-5 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: Remember, a while back, when we both realized that Jordan 
Kyrou was playing, like, 11 minutes a night or whatever it was? It was 
nice of Craig Berube to realize how silly that was in time for the Classic. 
A whole bunch of people saw a four-point game from a guy who 
deserved a little more attention. 

Dom: I was on ESPN Radio in St. Louis and I promised my friends there 
that I would say something nice about St. Louis in this week’s power 
rankings. 

Ahem. 

The St. Louis Blues… looked really nice in their Winter Classic uniforms. 
Some of the prettiest jerseys in the league, I think. 

Troy Terry (Gary A. Vasquez / USA TODAY) 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 18-11-7 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 17 

Dom: One time in my minor hockey playing days, both of our goalies 
were sick. Or injured. Something was wrong, I don’t quite remember, but 
I know neither was available to play. Enter my good friend Sean (not 
Gentille, someone significantly younger) who really wanted to play goalie. 
So, he did. He was pretty bad, but we only lost by one which in and of 
itself was a small miracle. 

The point of this story is that it is my life’s dream to see an NHL skater 
play goalie for a game. Last year we were robbed of Artem Anisimov, 
EBUG, but perhaps one day we will see the goaltending legend of Trevor 
Zegras unfold. 

LOT OF PEOPLE TALKING ABOUT TREVOR ZEGRAS FOR ROOKIE 
OF THE YEAR. NOT ENOUGH TALKING ABOUT HIM AS GOALIE OF 
THE FUTURE PIC.TWITTER.COM/3YOGJLBK4C 

— MAX BULTMAN (@M_BULTMAN) JANUARY 6, 2022 

Is there anything this kid can’t do? 

Sean: Walk through a toy store without having an unpleasant flashback. 

NEW CANDIDATE FOR DUCKS GIF OF THE YEAR. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/RFOKNMBUI8 

— ADAM BRADY (@ADAMJBRADY) DECEMBER 21, 2021 

Shoutout to Troy Terry, by the way. The dude’s got 21 goals, which is 
amazing enough, and 11 of them have either tied the game or given the 
Ducks a lead. 

16. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 16-15-3 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 15 

Sean: And by god, I wanted to put them even higher. They started 
Thursday three points out of a playoff spot. Three points! The Canucks! 
When they hired Bruce Boudreau, I was sad, because I figured they were 
too far gone to benefit much from the bump every team gets when they 
hire that guy. Foolish. 

Dom: I have been getting dunked on for saying “it’s not just three points” 
because of games in hand and because three points are more difficult to 
overcome than people think — even with this much runway left. But we 
simply do not doubt Bruce in this chat. 

Sean: Intellectually, I understand that. I’m not picking them to make up 
the rest of the ground, or whatever. But this team wasn’t circling the 
drain; they were halfway down the pipe. Could not have felt worse. The 
fact that they’re even in the discussion boggles the mind. 

Dom: Imagine if ownership listened to literally anyone sooner. Imagine 
Bruce There It Is to start the season. A real shame, but hopefully it 
doesn’t matter. The Canucks are a fun team and seeing them get into the 
postseason would be a treat. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 16-12-5 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 16 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 8, 2022 

 

Dom: The Jets are 3-2-0 in the Dave Lowry era so far and so far, it 
doesn’t look like much has changed aside from the pace. Winnipeg’s 
underlying numbers remain middling across the board, but it’s been by 
way of more offense and less defense. Maybe that’s by design for a team 
with elite shooters and goaltending, but the results so far are also the 
same: middling. 

Sean: Thursday’s loss was my fault. I saw they went up 1-0 on the Avs 
and turned the game on. Colorado promptly hung a touchdown on them. 
Whoopsie daisy. Any and all brutal losses the Jets suffer from here on 
out? Blame me. I’m altruistic in this way. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 18-14-2 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 19 

Sean: And by god, I wanted to put them even lower! I’m not sure how 
anyone could make excuses for a franchise that’s 2-9-2 in its last 13, 
getting clowned on a nightly basis and wasting yet another season of 
*gestures toward the top of their stat page* but they’re out there 
managing. That’s silly. There’s nothing to feel good about here. Maybe if 
the backup goalie were better, everything would change. 

Dom: I’m not as down on the Oilers as a lot of people. Their bottom six is 
obviously weak, and their defense is atrocious, but there are signs a 
turnaround is coming. The biggest thing to bet on though is that they can 
actually expect more out of McDavid when his luck turns. Despite already 
having a million points, the Oilers are only scoring 3.1 goals-per-60 with 
him on the ice off of 3.55 expected goals per 60. He’s got a 7.9 percent 
on-ice shooting percentage when he’s usually closer to 10 or 11 percent. 
Second half McDavid might be an even bigger force than we’ve already 
seen this year. 

Sean: I don’t disbelieve you, and I’ll account for that if/when it happens. 
But for the time being, I award them no points, and may God have mercy 
on their souls. 

Tyler Seguin, Jamie Benn and Braden Holtby (Jerome Miron / USA 
TODAY) 

19. Dallas Stars 

Record: 16-12-2 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Dom: The Stars were the last team to come back from the holiday/Covid 
break, last playing on Dec. 20. They looked the part of a rusty group 
against Florida on Thursday night, getting badly outchanced in the first 
period. Things picked up from there, but in typical Stars fashion they 
made the win as difficult as possible by choking a one-goal lead with 31 
seconds left. Lucky for them, Sergei Bobrovsky’s five hole was gaping 
during the shootout. 

Who even knows which way the pendulum will swing for this team 
anymore anyways, as they started the season 4-6-2 before winning nine 
of 10 and then losing five straight. They’re now back on a three-game 
winning streak — truly one of the league’s weirdest teams. 

Sean: They’re either in the middle of a run, or Rick Bowness is about to 
lose his job. There’s no in-between. The best possible sign to come out 
of Thursday’s game is that Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn both scored. 
That doesn’t happen all that much anymore. It’s wild that we live in a 
world where those two are considered secondary scoring options, but 
here we are. The Pavelski-Hintz-Robertson line needs a break from time 
to time. 

20. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 16-13-5 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Give it up for Sean Durzi. He brings a lot to the table — great 
name, solid production, tons of minutes as a rookie defenseman. Also, 
this. 

KNOWN GOALIE APPRECIATOR & GREAT HUGGER, SEAN DURZI 
HTTPS://T.CO/BME5SLCFAE PIC.TWITTER.COM/ZB9K9P6QVX 

— LIZ    (@LIZ_CUCKOO) DECEMBER 31, 2021 

Dom: For those that follow the ol’ playoff probabilities page, you may 
have noticed a somewhat random spike for the Kings’ chances. That was 
me finally adding Durzi’s value to the Kings. Turns out he’s pretty good! 

21. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 16-15-3 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom: Quinn Hughes was taken one pick after Filip Zadina. How much 
closer to the playoffs are the Red Wings if they make that pick instead? A 
top pair of Hughes and Moritz Seider would’ve dominated this league for 
a decade, it’s a real shame it never came to be and it’s a decision that 
may hinder this team’s full rebuild potential. Not getting the top pick 
means it’s a necessity to hit home runs on those top 10 choices and 
Zadina simply has not been that. He’s scoring 0.61 points-per-60 this 
year at five-on-five. To his credit, a lot of that seems to be bad luck, but 
it’s still discouraging to see for the 22-year-old. He should’ve taken a 
bigger step by now. 

Sean: Yeah, that made me take a look at the 2018 draft — as in, check 
Pronman’s “re-draft” post from a couple of months back — and folks … it 
was not good. But yeah, it’s probably past time for people to start getting 
nervous about Zadina. Getting scratched is a bad break. Maybe Jeff 
Blashill should throw him on a line with Dylan Larkin and see what 
happens. 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 10-12-6 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: They strung together a couple of wins, then went on another 
break. This whole season has felt like a write-off since Halloween, and 
that doesn’t seem like it’s going to change. Turns out Mat Barzal is still 
good, at least. In his last seven games, he’s been under 55 percent 
expected goals once. 

Dom: He’s got 13 points in his last eight games too. He’s fixed. As for the 
rest of the team… uhh… there’s always next year. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 18-16-1 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 
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Dom: Tomas Hertl is going to be one helluva deadline acquisition for 
some lucky team. He’s got 16 goals and 26 points in 34 games this 
season. That’s close to a 40-goal pace. For teams with a hole at second-
line center *cough* Boston *cough* he could be a game-changing 
addition. 

Sean: Boston would be fun. Calgary would be fun. Let’s start the Hertl 
extrication process now. He’s a pending UFA at $5.625 AAV. Happy 
calculating. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 13-15-6 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: Ryan Ellis has played so little for the Flyers that his page on the 
team’s website features him in Preds gear. Not good. 

Dom: Would’ve loved to see an alternate universe of this season where 
Ellis was able to solidify the Flyers’ top four, but in all honesty it probably 
wouldn’t have made a difference. A lot of people figured Philadelphia 
would bounce back after a rough season, even year magic and all, but 
the team is just a mess. We don’t talk enough about that Kevin Hayes 
contract: eight points in 15 games and just getting annihilated at five-on-
five. He’s been outscored 13-4 and has a 36 percent expected goals 
rate. 

25. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 14-16-5 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean: “Also out — Jack Hughes (fell into Springfield Mystery Spot), 
Dawson Mercer (Hair and Nerve Tonic overconsumption) …” 

#NEWS: WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING UPDATES ON NICO HISCHIER 
(LOWER-BODY INJURY), DOUGIE HAMILTON (BROKEN JAW), 
JONATHAN BERNIER (HIP SURGERY), AND TWO PLAYERS HAVE 
ENTERED COVID-19 PROTOCOL. HTTPS://T.CO/OO4ZT528HO 

— NEW JERSEY DEVILS (@NJDEVILS) JANUARY 4, 2022 

Dom: I want you all to know Sean wrote that before the game — before 
this. Wrap this team in bubble wrap immediately. 

OH NO!!! #NJDEVILS JANNE KUOKKANEN IS DOWN. PUCK RIGHT 
TO THE FACE. 

— AMANDA STEIN (@AMANDACSTEIN) JANUARY 7, 2022 

Also, Jack Hughes had three points Thursday night. He’s got 12 points in 
his last five games. Ladies and gentlemen, he has arrived. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 15-16-1 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom: Since starting the season 12-6-0 and noted Blue Jackets employee 
Cam Lawrence tweeting “I wish we were wrong more,” the Blue Jackets 
have gone 3-10-1. Huh, interesting. 

I wish we were wrong more! 

Sean: They’re the cautionary tale for all who doubt us. We’ve never been 
wrong. Not once. In the last week, they’ve broken the “we’ve got to 
practice harder” emergency glass and dealt with serious COVID issues. 
Not a great combination, especially when you’re probably not good to 
begin with. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 11-18-5 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: The Blackhawks lost to the Coyotes and it wasn’t even a top-five 
most embarrassing thing to happen to the franchise this season. 

Sean: That’s a nasty thing to say about trading for Sam Lafferty. 

Zach Sanford (Nick Turchiaro / USA TODAY) 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 9-17-1 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: One of the weird things about writing this week’s Rankings™ is 
that, even after three weeks off, some teams are still in neutral. Like, 
what are we supposed to say about the Senators? What has changed? 
They’ve played two games and lost both. They were bad, and they’re still 
bad. Eugene Melnyk still owns the team. Anything else to report? No? 
OK, then. 

Dom: Well, they have a game against the Oilers on Monday so they have 
that to look forward to. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 10-19-4 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 29 

Dom: This was a good read on the Kraken from an adult who goes by the 
name of JFresh and why exactly all the nerds were so wrong about how 
good this team would be. They are indeed bad, but for a while a lot of 
that was just Philipp Grubauer looking like he’s actually a forward 
moonlighting as a goalie. Over the last month, the whole team has been 
extraordinarily bad with a sub-40 percent expected goals rate. The one 
solace I have is that Jared McCann is scoring at a 38-goal pace, so at 
least I wasn’t wrong about him. 

Sean: Yep, they’re bad, and I don’t particularly care why, because it’s 
very funny to me. We can keep having weekly Twitter arguments over it. 
What do I care? If nothing else, though, the fact that they exist may have 
literally saved someone’s life. If only Nadia Popovici could’ve warned 
Ron Francis about Grubauer. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 10-18-6 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: Is anyone in the league working harder than Don Granato? Look at 
this run he’s on: 
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"THE TEAM THAT WINS THE STANLEY CUP IS NOT THE TEAM 
THAT DIDN'T HAVE ADVERSITY. THEY'RE PROBABLY THE TEAM 
THAT HANDLED IT THE BEST AND OVERCAME IT MORE THAN 
ANYBODY ELSE." 

I ASKED DON GRANATO HOW HE'S DEALING WITH MORE SABRES 
ADDED TO COVID PROTOCOL EVERY DAY. @WGRZ 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/BSIGTOWXVU 

— JULIANNE PELUSI (@JULIANNEPELUSI) JANUARY 4, 2022 

DON GRANATO ON RYAN MACINNIS: "HE HAS A LOT OF SKILL. … 
I'VE WATCHED HIM SINCE HE WAS 16 YEARS OLD, HAD HIM FOR A 
LITTLE BIT AT THE NATIONAL TEAM. I THINK HE HAS FOUND A 
NEW LEVEL IN HIS GAME JUST WITHIN THE LAST FEW MONTHS. 
I'M EXCITED FOR HIM IN THIS OPPORTUNITY." 

— JOHN VOGL (@BUFFALOVOGL) JANUARY 6, 2022 

SABRES COACH DON GRANATO WHEN ASKED TODAY ABOUT 
HOW RASMUS DAHLIN HAS HANDLED MORE MINUTES: 

“HE’S BEEN UNBELIEVABLE.” PIC.TWITTER.COM/TNANAOZPSE 

— LANCE LYSOWSKI (@LLYSOWSKI) JANUARY 5, 2022 

I sincerely hope he coaches a good team someday, whether it’s in 
Buffalo or elsewhere. 

Dom: *checks the Buffalo score* 

It won’t be in Buffalo. 

Sean: Whoever it is will have to play in Buffalo eventually. I didn’t say it’d 
be the Sabres. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 7-22-3 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean: I’m sure when the Coyotes signed Jakob Chychrun for $4.6 AAV 
through 2025, they thought they were getting a cornerstone, not a 
wonderful trade chip — but here we are. Saw you had them projected at 
54 points. That’s pretty bad! 

Dom: They’re on pace for 44 so even that projected total was apparently 
generous. I still believe Chychrun can be a cornerstone-type piece, but 
he looks like he’s going to be in the tier with guys like Ivan Provorov or 
Colton Parayko. Not a true number one and a guy who needs a 
legitimate partner to thrive, but someone can look really good with some 
help. On this sad-sack team he’s had none. 

Also, Thursday night’s game against Chicago was the first time all 
season the Coyotes have been up by two goals or more. That is a real 
stat. It was their 32nd game of the season. Unsurprisingly, the Coyotes 
blew that lead almost immediately, but found the strength to build a new 
multi-goal lead and ultimately earn a win. Their seventh of the season. 
Again, Game 32. 

BUT. It was enough to not be last in points percentage anymore and 
that’s their biggest victory of the season. 

Sean: Dang dude, who told you that? In any case, congrats to Mr. 
Meruelo. 

Dom: Someone smart and handsome named Sean. 

Sean: The EBUG kid? Good for him. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 7-23-4 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank:  32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: Finding positives for the Canadiens this season is extremely 
difficult, but all of the current Covid shenanigans means seeing depth 
players inserted into larger roles. That gives Montreal a much better idea 
of what it has further down the lineup and one encouraging thing at the 
moment is the play of Sami Niku. He was waiver fodder before the 
season started, but has fit in nicely with Montreal when he’s suited up. In 
12 games he has a 57 percent expected goals rate and six points. Not 
bad. 

Sean: Yeah, I liked this piece from Arpon a few days ago, when he went 
through the Canadiens’ random-ass roster and tried to extrapolate. When 
you’re stuck in a situation this stupid, what can you do but try to learn 
something from it? 

Dom: Agreed. For example, last night I learned that the Montreal 
Canadiens have the worst points percentage in the league. Learning is 
fun. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames can't lose sight of big picture after east-coast 
gauntlet 

Remaining Time -5:37 

Brady Skjei had a goal and two assists as the Carolina Hurricanes 
defeated the Calgary Flames 6-3. 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis January 7, 2022, 11:49 PM 

 

The evidence is indisputable, the Calgary Flames are still a tier or two 
down from being amongst the league’s elite. 

No newsflash there. 

No shame either, as the team just capped a gruelling trip with 
consecutive losses to three of the league’s top five outfits. 

Supporters can take solace in the fact that in all three affairs the Flames 
found a way to keep the game close, for varying stretches, despite being 
clearly outplayed. 

However, all three games got away from them in the third and wound up 
being convincing losses that saw the Panthers score five unanswered 
goals; the Lightning score four straight; and the Hurricanes post an 
uninterrupted quartet. 

Some might call them lapses, others would deem them inevitabilities. 

Either way, they added up to a humbling punctuation on measuring stick 
games that saw the Flames outscored 16-6. 

That’s not how they hoped or envisioned stacking up against the east’s 
beasts. 

So, while being questioned about Friday’s 6-3 loss in Carolina, Darryl 
Sutter figured it was a good time to remind people just how low 
expectations were for this group in the fall. 

“This summer you threw everybody under the bus - don’t do it yet,” said 
Sutter of the summertime sentiment in Calgary where many feared the 
club was on the cusp of having to rebuild. 
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“Remember what we said, I was trying to be an ‘honest, hard-working 
team that tries to make the playoffs.’ 

“So that’s what we’re trying to do.” 

With that lens on it, they’re doing a hell of a job. 

“We’ve played 22 road games and 11 home games,” said Sutter, whose 
club is a remarkable 13-7-2 away from the Dome. 

“So, to be where we are, we’re probably fortunate to be in the spot we’re 
in.” 

It’s a much-needed perspective as the 17-10-6 squad, which spent 19 
days on the sideline due to COVID-19, will have to spend the next six 
days waiting for their chance to get back on track. 

The lads certainly deserved credit for following up their sunshine state 
shellackings with an impressive first period that saw them outshoot the 
hosts 21-10. 

It was quite a statement given their schedule, and the fact Sutter had 
significantly altered his lines and power play units, and opted to start Dan 
Vladar on consecutive nights. 

The coach would later admit starter Jacob Markstrom was deemed a tad 
nicked up by the training staff, prompting Vladar’s first career back-to-
backs. 

The Canes responded to an early Blake Coleman goal with a late Jesper 
Fast strike that was followed up by three more Carolina goals in a second 
period the Flames were outshot 18-7 in. 

After Matthew Tkachuk scored later in the second to make it 4-2, there 
was Johnny Gaudreau finishing a rink-long breakaway pass from Erik 
Gudbranson midway through the third to make it a one-goal game few 
saw coming. 

“We had a little momentum and we were right there,” said Gaudreau, 
whose club was unable to beat Frederik Andersen before Brady Skjei 
and Andrei Svechnikov salted the game away in the final two minutes. 

“A lot of (the three) games we were right there and we let the games get 
away from us. It can’t happen.” 

Sutter was proud of his team for staying in the fight and starting with what 
he deemed the team’s best of the 15 road periods his club has played 
since Christmas. (The trip opened with wins in Seattle and Chicago). 

Dating back to their pre-Christmas/Covid slump of four games, the 
Flames have now lost seven of their last nine, with no chance to make 
amends until at least Thursday when the Flames are scheduled to host 
Ottawa. 

After that they’ll have to wait another five days before facing the Panthers 
again. 

Two games in 11 days isn’t what this team needs now. 

“We did some good things but we’re still going home empty handed – 
that’s the tough part,” said Gudbranson, who, like the Flames, has been 
a pleasant surprise this year. 

“We lost three straight – we haven’t done that too often this year. If we’re 
taking anything from (the trip) it’s we have to stop this little streak, come 
together as a group and find a way to win a game. That’s an area of 
focus for us right now.” 

To put things in perspective, it marked the first regulation loss of the 
season for the Flames against Metropolitan division opponents, against 
which they are 8-1-2. 

It was also Calgary’s first regulation loss in the second half of back-to-
back games, dropping them to 3-1-1. 

This is a damn good hockey team that’s come a long way in a short 
amount of time this season. 

Sure, their hope was that they’d measure up a little better against the 
class of the league. 

But with 30 home games remaining, and just 19 on the road, Sutter isn’t 
wrong to remind people that perhaps expectations were getting a little out 
of hand after the unlikely start they had. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How this unlikely reunion with Boudreau invigorated 
Hughes' Norris Trophy bid 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet January 7, 2022, 10:44 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – This is the second time that Bruce Boudreau has 
coached a hockey team that has Quinn Hughes in the dressing room, but 
the player has changed quite a bit since the last time. 

“When Bruce got here, he said: ‘I probably haven't seen you in 18 
years,’” Hughes, the Vancouver Canucks defenceman, told Sportsnet on 
Thursday. “Yeah, that’s about right. It's just funny how the world works.” 

During his 17-year coaching journey through the minor leagues, before 
he made it to the NHL as a 52-year-old rookie coach with the Washington 
Capitals in 2007, Boudreau spent four seasons guiding the Los Angeles 
Kings’ American League team in Manchester, N.H. 

Boudreau’s assistant for the 2003-04 and 2004-05 seasons was Jim 
Hughes, whose little boys, Quinn and Jack, used to run around the 
Monarchs’ locker room, playing mini-sticks and talking to the players. 

“Quinn was probably four years old, five years old, running around the 
locker room when Bruce was the head coach,” Jim Hughes recalled. 
“Jack was probably two years old and Luke was just born. We had Jeff 
Tambellini (on the team) and Dustin Brown and Tim Gleason and Mike 
Cammalleri. Quinn and Jack would be at all the games, and they’d run 
around the locker room.” 

When Boudreau was fired in 2005 and left Manchester to coach the 
Hershey Bears, Jim Hughes became the Monarchs’ head coach for one 
season. His assistant in 2005-06 was Derek Clancey, hired last month by 
the Canucks as an assistant general manager, soon after Boudreau 
replaced Travis Green as head coach. 

Like Quinn said, it’s funny how the world works. 

Already having a breakthrough season in which Hughes has been nearly 
as good defensively as offensively, the 22-year-old from Canton, Mich., 
has played his best hockey under Boudreau, who has given the 
defenceman more responsibility. 

Hughes is third among NHL blue-liners with 26 assists in 33 games, but 
he is most proud of his defensive work. 

“For me personally, going into this year, I could have had zero points in 
the first 10 games but if I wasn’t scored on, I would have been good with 
it because I just wanted to stabilize my game and get that (defensive 
part) back on track,” Hughes said. “So that's where my head was at going 
into the year. 

“My knock growing up was always that I wasn't going to be good 
defensively because I was too small. That has always been the thing that 
would bother me when people said it. You can say whatever you want, 
but that bothers me the most. I obviously didn't like being dash-24 last 
year.” 
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Although plus/minus is an archaic statistic, many players still track it. It 
haunted Hughes all summer that he was minus-24 during the Canucks’ 
disastrous pandemic-shortened season in 2021. 

Sure, he was on the ice for nine empty-net goals against as the Canucks 
were habitually behind in games. And the Canadian schedule meant 
Hughes faced either Connor McDavid or Auston Matthews 19 times 
across 56 games. 

Still, the Canucks were outscored 54-38 five-on-five when Hughes was 
on the ice, and the defenceman’s shots-for percentage was just 49 per 
cent. Despite his 41 points in 56 games, Hughes was not named on a 
single Norris Trophy ballot while Cale Makar, the only player ahead of the 
Canuck in Calder Trophy voting the previous season, was a runner-up to 
winner Adam Fox. 

Determined after last season to prove he can play in his own zone, too, 
Hughes is plus-10 through 33 games and is driving possession with a 
shots-for percentage to 54.4. Hughes’ five-on-five goals-for-per-60 
minutes is nearly identical to last season (2.30 vs 2.38) but he has 
cleaved his goals-against-per-60 nearly in half – down to 1.72 from 3.27. 

According to naturalstattrick.com, Hughes’ Corsi differential – the 
difference between shot attempts for and against – has improved to plus-
7.18 this season from minus-4.54 per 60 minutes last year. 

Now used by Boudreau to kill penalties and defend leads, Hughes is 
playing like a Norris Trophy candidate on a Canucks team that is 8-0-1 
under its new coach. 

Boudreau has said that Hughes is as good as any defenceman he has 
ever coached, and is up there with Washington’s Nic Backstrom as the 
best passer he has seen. 

But the credit for Hughes’ defensive game – or at least his defensive 
mindset – goes to his father. 

“What people don't realize about my dad. . . is that he coached the 
penalty kill and was a defensive coach,” Quinn said. “When he looks at a 
goal, he's not going: ‘Oh, that was a nice play by the guy who scored.’ 
He's looking at where the breakdown was. That's just, like, a different 
psychology. He will talk to me about the offence, but he never really 
points out the offensive stuff. He's always giving me pointers in the D-
zone. That was always the mindset. 

“Everyone thinks it's funny that me and my two brothers are more on the 
offensive side (of the game) because he was on the defensive side.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Former first-overall pick Jack Hughes is a point-per-game centre for the 
New Jersey Devils this season. Selected fourth overall by the Devils last 
summer, Luke Hughes is a point-per-game freshman at the University of 
Michigan. The Canucks chose Quinn, five-foot-10 and 170 pounds, 
seventh in the 2018 draft. 

“The passion and the work ethic are the driving forces behind 
everything,” Jim Hughes said Thursday. “If you're doing it from the inside 
out -- you're doing it from your heart, and you're doing it from your soul -- 
that's all we've ever asked from our boys. That was our foundation as a 
family. 

“I think Quinn is playing with great urgency and great intensity. Those two 
trigger words can help you in many areas of the rink. It's not something 
he's trying to prove anyone wrong (about his defensive play); he's just 

trying to be the best version of Quinn Hughes. And I still believe the 
ceiling is high. 

“Bruce is doing a wonderful job in Vancouver. He's empowering people 
and he's getting the most out of all his players, and it's been an incredible 
run. Hopefully the team can continue to march up the mountain because 
it’s just been fun to watch as a parent.” 

The senior Hughes, who spent eight years in the Toronto Maple Leafs 
organization as a minor-league assistant and player-development coach, 
works as a development coach for super-agents Pat Brisson and J.P. 
Barry. 

He runs high-performance summer skates in Plymouth, Mich., which 
meant the Hughes brothers’ off-season training partners included NHLers 
Kyle Connor, Dylan Larkin, Josh Norris, Trevor Zegras, Cole Caufield, 
Andrew Copp and Canuck Tyler Motte. 

Quinn Hughes’ training focus was on defending – in not letting extremely 
talented players generate goals in drills and scrimmages. 

“I feel like I've done exactly what I wanted to do the D-zone,” Hughes 
said. “I've got to keep going and not be satisfied, but it's been good in 
that aspect -- boxing out, closing on guys, breakouts. I think I've just been 
a better player this year. We have a better team, but I'm also playing 
stronger and thinking about those things a bit more. I’m probably a little 
bit tougher mentally.” 

Hughes is changing the perception that he is a one-dimensional offensive 
player. 

“Honestly, I really don't care,” he said. “I know that I've been really good 
defensively this year, and I've been good offensively. I think my game is 
well-rounded. I wanted to be one of the best defencemen in the league. If 
I wanted to do that, I'd have to shape up my D-game and I've done that. 
If people don't see that, then it’s up to them.” 

Boudreau sees it. Hughes may not remember his coach the first time he 
was around him, in Manchester 17 years ago, but Boudreau remembers 
Quinn and Jack. 

“You don't put two and two together (and think) what they're going to 
become,” Boudreau said when asked about his recollections. “But you 
knew that their mother was a skating instructor and Jim was a very smart 
hockey man, and there was always a good chance that those genes 
would run into the kids and they would be great players. And they did, 
and they are." 
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Sportsnet.ca / What makes Cale Makar a special kind of new-age 
defenceman 

 

What’s so special about Cale Makar? You probably got a nice glimpse of 
it when he scored the game-winner in overtime against Chicago earlier 
this week and it caught the attention of the sports world. 

Makar’s been in some sort of ‘NHL awards’ conversation in each of his 
first two seasons -- first the Calder, then the Norris -- and this year 
probably won’t be any different. He may not be the ‘stereotypical 
defenceman', but there’s nothing wrong with that. Rather, he, along with 
Adam Fox last year in the race for the Norris, forced many to re-think 
how the award should be considered, and on a grander scale, how the 
position should be analyzed. 

In today’s NHL, puck possession is the name of the game. Players, 
including defenders, have to be able to skate. The best defence isn’t 
always a slow approach that relies on being peppered with shots against 
and blocking scoring chances. It can be a more proactive approach of 
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looking for stick plays to break up chances or force takeaways, and 
quickly transition play right back up the ice. 

That’s something Makar’s more than able to do. He has seven 
takeaways this season at 5-on-5 through 26 games, while his primary 
partner, Devon Toews, has nine. From there, he’s able to bring the puck 
out of the defensive end with control, whether he makes the outlet pass 
or carries it out himself, which is what he tends to do. Makar’s 9.84 carry-
outs rank 13th in the league among defenders, and are followed by a 
successful play about 79 per cent of the time. 

When their leading defender is on the ice at 5-on-5, the Avalanche 
concede only 1.84 expected goals against per 60 -- that’s the seventh-
best mark among blue liners in the league. 

Makar’s game relies on his skating ability; he’s able to weave around his 
opponents to transition the puck out of danger in the defensive zone, 
sometimes all the way up to the offensive end. Zone entries are generally 
jobs for a team’s forwards, and that’s no different in Colorado. But among 
defenders in the league, few skate the puck in at a higher rate than the 
Avalanche back at 5-on-5. Makar's 5.83 attempts per 60 ranks fourth in 
the league only behind Roman Josi, teammate Jacob MacDonald, and 
Darnell Nurse. About 53 per cent of the time there’s a successful play to 
follow those carry-ins. 

Sometimes, those plays end in a shot attempt -- whether off Makar’s 
stick, or one of Colorado’s skilled forwards. Despite missing time to 
injury, he still leads the team in all situation shot attempts and is second 
at 5-on-5 behind only Nathan MacKinnon. And those shots come both off 
the rush and cycle. Unlike some defenders, including his partner Toews, 
Makar’s not going to be seen with his stick in the air waiting to rip a one-
timer (he’s more of the setup-guy for those shots). He will, however, be 
found making his way to the slot at a higher rate than most defenders; his 
2.33 slot attempts per 60 rank 21st. 

While Makar has no problem taking the shot himself, he often plays 
alongside some of the best forwards in the league -- so it sure doesn’t 
hurt that he can set up his teammates. 

The Avalanche see a lot of passing from their blue liners when Toews 
and Makar are on the ice. The former actually has the third-highest pass 
attempt rate in the offensive zone among the position, while the latter 
ranks 41st. Few defenders set their teammates up with more passes off 
the rush than Makar, or move the puck east-to-west more. Plus, he’s 
more than able to thread the skaters around him a pass to the slot. 

More than just setting up in the offensive zone is Makar's ability to keep 
plays alive. He can stick-handle himself out of danger, even while under 
pressure. 

Because he’s both shifty and willing to shoot, he can keep defenders 
guessing. Putting too much attention on Makar can easily burn a player if 
they overcommit, or don’t keep an eye on who else is on the ice -- that’s 
one of the toughest parts about playing the Avalanche, especially when 
their best is deployed. 

With his skating ability, he buys himself time and space, and can pivot 
away from defenders who don’t anticipate his next movements. 

All of that culminates to an impressive 3.23 expected goals for rate while 
he’s on the ice at 5-on-5. 

Then, of course, there are his special teams efforts. While Makar didn’t 
play short-handed much at all in his rookie year, he did see some usage 
last year, and is seeing a slight uptick this year (though he’s only at about 
18 per cent of the available minutes right now). 

Rather, it’s the power play where he really makes his mark. The loaded 
first unit plays the majority of the available minutes (around 66 per cent), 
and the team’s offensive generation and finishing ability puts them 
towards the top of the league. 

While he doesn’t move the puck at the same rate as other top power play 
quarterbacks (his pass attempts per 60 in the O-zone land him 17th in 
the league among all defencemen), Makar is one of the most efficient 

when he does, with a 93 per cent success rate. His lateral passes almost 
never fail -- of his 62.6 attempts per 60, only 1.7 per cent don’t connect. 

Plus, he’s more than willing to shoot while on the man-advantage 
including from the quality areas. Makar’s 10th in slot attempts per 60. His 
skating plays into that -- take the clip against the Flyers below, where 
he’s able to change his pace in the neutral zone to move around the 
penalty killers. 

Makar’s efforts, all together, add up on the score sheet. In Colorado, he’s 
fifth in points with 28 in all situations and second in goal scoring with 14 
behind only Mikko Rantanen. His scoring 2.66 points per 60 rate actually 
puts him second to Toews (2.77 per 60). Relative to the league, despite 
missing time, Makar's 28 total points put him sixth among defencemen. 
And no defenceman has scored as many goals as Makar's 14; the next 
best is Josi’s 11. 

Defensive scoring is what often puts a player on the map in the Norris 
rate. But it’s not all that puts Makar in the conversation; his overall impact 
should keep him (and his partner Toews) in contention for the second 
straight season. And he’s only just getting started in the NHL. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Just like last year, Senators must prepare for hectic 
schedule 

 

Wayne Scanlan January 7, 2022, 12:57 PM 

 

A year ago at this time, the NHL was gearing up for its ‘one-off’ 
condensed schedule due to COVID-19. 

In the case of the Ottawa Senators, a 56-game schedule would begin on 
Jan. 15 and end May 12 -- 56 games crammed into 118 days. 

Welcome to Groundhog Year. 

As they prepare to visit the Edmonton Oilers on Monday night, the 
Senators' second game in the past three weeks, Ottawa is staring down 
the barrel of a 53-game slate in 110 days. Almost identical to last year’s 
“unique” parameters. 

That 110-day span only holds IF the regular season is not extended 
beyond April 29, a final day the league is determined to keep. Assuming 
no more major scheduling interruptions, a rather gigantic assumption at 
this point, the Senators will have a daunting challenge playing two-thirds 
of an NHL season on an every-other-day basis. Last year, Ottawa played 
once every 2.10 days. At this point, the ask is a game every 2.07 days. 
The schedule got tighter after the latest postponements, this Saturday in 
Vancouver -- a game dropped just hours before the Senators were due to 
board their plane on Friday -- and Jan. 15 in Winnipeg. 

“Today was disappointing,” admitted Senators head coach D.J. Smith. 
“These are young guys, they’re excited to get on that plane, get on the 
road. You could see they were frustrated, but there’s nothing we can do.” 

Yes, prepare for another slew of “it is what is” quotes. 

The players most able to take this latest twist in stride are those just 
coming off COVID-19 protocols, such as defenceman Thomas Chabot, 
who returned to practice Friday morning. 

Remaining Time -1:28 

Senators' Chabot on dealing with cancellations and playing with no fans 

“We’re still lucky to be able to practise and be together,” Chabot said, 
after the news of the Vancouver postponement. “Everybody is waiting to 
start playing hockey again -- we’re excited about that.” 
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Eventually, these games are going to be played. NHL second in 
command Bill Daly has said the league can’t go much past mid-January 
with these postponements, many of them due to the attendance 
restrictions in Canadian rinks. 

“It’s going to be games, games, games . . . and I think the guys want 
that,” Smith says. 

With nine of their past 10 games postponed, Ottawa hasn’t had anything 
resembling a busy schedule since the middle of December. The Senators 
now have 12 games to make up. 

Looking on the bright side, Smith notes that he will have bodies, including 
a taxi squad, to help get through the onslaught of games. He expects to 
take 15 forwards, 8D and three goalies on this trip to Alberta. 

And because nearly every single member of the team has tested positive 
for COVID (Brady Tkachuk, Tim Stützle and Artem Zub are among the 
notable exceptions) those players who have had a positive result don’t 
have to be re-tested for 90 days. 

“We only have two or three guys that can test positive,” Smith says. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

So long as the team can remain healthy, it no longer has to live in fear of 
that two-stripe message suggesting they have to sit out. For the most 
part, symptoms have been mild among players. Goaltender Anton 
Forsberg is one who has had lingering symptoms and may need the full 
10-day period to recover. 

He could still accompany the team on the road and be able to play later 
in the trip. 

Other than Forsberg, the Senators should have a pretty complete roster 
for this roadie -- another reason for their giddiness. 

“At some point, we’re looking to have everyone on this trip and everyone 
available to us,” Smith said. “You just want everyone available to see 
where we are as an organization. These young guys need to play and 
you want to see them all together.” 

Still injured and unavailable are defencemen Josh Brown and Nikita 
Zaitsev plus centres Colin White and Shane Pinto. Brown skated Friday 
and is expected back from a thumb injury next week. Zaitsev (heel injury) 
should check in by the end of the month while White (shoulder) could 
return in March. Pinto, after shoulder surgery, is expected to play before 
the end of the season. 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

| Sportsnet's tracker for COVID-19 in the NHL 

With Forsberg still out, erstwhile No. 1 goaltender Matt Murray will get a 
chance at redemption following a tough start that has included two 
quarantines and a few injury issues. For now, Murray and Filip 
Gustavsson (who has tested positive twice) are the goalie tandem. 

As they leave, the Sens may want to keep their blinders on. The big 
picture is jarring, and not just because of the number of games to be 
played. 

Having had 10 games postponed, combined with just one victory in the 
month of November, the Senators are about as far behind the 8-ball as a 
team could be. To continue the billiards theme, they are all but 
snookered in the standings as they start up again. 

With 20 points off 29 games played, the Senators don’t want to look to 
see that in the entire Eastern Conference, only the New Islanders have 
played fewer games and only the Montreal Canadiens have fewer points. 

There is so much catching up to do that there is no point worrying about 
it. For now, it’s enough to get the band back together again. Playing 
games with a set roster will be a treat. 

“It’s really nice to be back at the rink and be around the guys,” top-line 
centre Josh Norris put it, rather sweetly, after getting out of COVID jail 
Wednesday. “I missed them a lot.” 

Stream the NHL season with Sportsnet NOW 

Stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, including the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

The feeling was mutual. Without Norris, the Senators got shelled in 
Toronto 6-0 last Saturday. Filling in for Norris, Stützle was -4, a bit of a 
welcome-to-the-NHL moment for a 19-year-old in his second season, 
while playing mostly left wing. 

There will be some tough days ahead. Certainly there is injury risk with 
so many games in so few days. 

But for the young Sens, getting back to playing trumps all else. 

Bram on the lamb 

Some of the most heartfelt NHL stories surround those selfless, salt-of-
the-earth people who manage the equipment. They are guys who are up 
at dawn doing laundry and loading gear or setting up a dressing room on 
the road after a late-night flight. 

A lovely story emerged from Thursday’s practice, out of, oddly enough, 
the positive Covid test of the head equipment manager, John Forget. 
Players arranged a deal -- if veteran grinder Austin Watson could score 
four goals in practice, equipment helper Bram Karp could join the team 
on the road for the first time this season. Maybe the fix was in, but it 
came down to the wire, and when Watson tucked in his fourth goal, on a 
shootout, the players celebrated wildly. A feel-good story for everyone. 

“He does everything and anything for the guys,” Smith said of Karp. 
“From looking after their house, to the grass in the summertime, to 
vehicles, skates, everything.” 

Senators pursue Kuzmenko 

Several NHL teams have shown interest in KHL scoring star Andrei 
Kuzmenko, and Senators GM Pierre Dorion let it be known the Senators 
are one of them. In fact, Dorion spoke openly on Ottawa sports radio 
(TSN 1200) on Thursday about having spoken to Kuzemenko’s agent, 
Dan Milstein, just the night before. Ottawa hopes to have an inside track 
on Kuzmenko because he was a teammate of Zub with St Petersburg 
SKA for two seasons. Zub, of course, signed with the Sens in 2020 and 
quickly became their most dependable defender. Kuzmenko is a stylish 
winger with a nose for the net and the stats to match -- 19 goals and 52 
points in 42 games played this season. That’s second in KHL scoring. 
He’s 25 and would sign a one-year entry level contract, meaning he won’t 
cost a ton of money. The key for the Senators is to sell Kuzmenko on the 
opportunity to play for a growing team. 

Boucher skates with Belleville 

When Tyler Boucher left Boston University over Christmas to sign with 
the Senators, the plan was for him to join the OHL's Ottawa 67’s. That 
remains the plan, although in the short term Boucher is going to practise 
with the AHL Belleville Senators while the 67’s schedule is on pause due 
to OHL COVID concerns. There is a chance Boucher could play a game 
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or two for the B-Sens but the OHL has pledged to keep their season 
going, despite numerous game postponements, and Ottawa would like 
Boucher to get established with the 67’s once they start up again. 
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USA TODAY / 'Tragic accident': Connecticut high school hockey player 
dies after on-ice collision 

 

Cydney Henderson 

 

A Connecticut high school hockey player has died after an on-ice 
collision, officials said. 

Thursday's boys hockey game between St. Luke’s School and Brunswick 
School in Greenwich, Connecticut, was stopped after a player sustained 
an injury on ice, Greenwich Police Capt. Mark Zuccerella said in a 
statement to USA TODAY Sports.  

"During the normal course of the game, a player from the other team fell 
to the ice," Zuccerella said. "Another player who was near the downed 
player was unable to stop, and collided with the player who fell." 

The student was rushed to Greenwich Hospital, but "died as a result of 
the injury," Zuccerella said.  

The New Canaan Police Department identified the student athlete as 
Teddy Balkind, a 10th grader at St. Luke’s School. 

"Teddy skated for the New Canaan Winter Club throughout his youth 
hockey career and was known to all as an all around incredible young 
man, son and brother," the police department said in an Instagram 
statement Friday that included a poem titled, "To An Athlete Dying 
Young." 

St. Luke's Head of School Mark Davis called the collision a "tragic 
accident." The school, which has 592 students in New Canaan, 
Connecticut, closed all classes and after-school activities on Friday. 

"Our community is mourning. Yesterday, we lost a precious young man," 
Davis said in a statement to USA TODAY Sports. "Both St. Luke’s School 
and Brunswick School are in shock as we work to support our students 
and families. St. Luke’s singular focus at this moment is to care for our 
devastated community." 

Brunswick's Head of School Thomas Philip said his community is 
"saddened beyond words."  

"Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of the boy, the players and 
coaches on both teams, the entirety of the St Luke's School community, 
and our own students and families," Philip said in a statement to USA 
TODAY Sports. "Tragedies such as this are hard to process and 
impossible to understand. We will do all we can in the coming days and 
weeks to help and support those in our community and in the St Luke's 
community. We ask that everyone say a prayer for the boy, his family, 
and all those impacted by this horrible accident." 

On Twitter Friday, the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference 
extended its "heartfelt condolences to the family of the St. Luke's hockey 
player and the St. Luke's community for their tragic loss." 

USA TODAY LOADED: 01.08.2022 

 


