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Canes fall to Panthers in overtime but earn a point after third-period comeback 

By Chip Alexander 

Goaltender Alex Lyon led the Carolina Hurricanes out for 
pregame warmups Saturday, an early surprise. 

But Antti Raanta, the Canes’ expected starter against the 
Florida Panthers, was injured. Frederik Andersen had played 
Friday against Calgary. It was Lyon’s net. 

Then the Panthers scored on the first shot of the game. And 
scored again in the first period and again early in the second, 
building a lead. 

The Panthers would go on to a 4-3 victory, but they needed 
overtime to do it, on an Anthony Duclair goal at 2:53 of the 
extra period. Taking advantage of a turnover by the Canes’ 
Brady Skjei, Duclair delivered the winner. 

Carter Verhaeghe had a pair of goals and goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky picked up his 16th win of the season for the 
Panthers (23-7-5). The Panthers, who spoiled the Canes’ 9-0 
start to the season by winning in November, ended a five-
game streak by Carolina with Saturday’s win. 

The Canes (24-7-2) overcame a slow start Friday and raced 
past the Flames 6-3 at PNC Arena behind Andersen. But a 
repeat in Saturday’s matchup of two of the Eastern 
Conference’s best teams did not end as well for Carolina, 
even though the Canes did earn a point by tying the score in 
the third on Seth Jarvis’ goal. 

“We were slow again tonight and not good,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “We had a lot of guys who did not 
play good. Let’s leave it at that. It was tough to find a handful 
of guys you could say, ‘Wow they were on their games 
tonight.’ 

“When you’re playing a team like that and you’re not sharp, 
that’s going to be tough. I give the guys credit for digging in a 
little and the third period was better, for sure.” 

Jarvis’ goal early in the third period had PNC Arena 
rumbling, the rookie forward taking a pass from Sebastian 
Aho and beating Bobrovsky to the short side from the right 
circle. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a power-play score for the Canes 
early in the game, and Skjei’s goal — yes, the defenseman 
scored for the third straight game — pulled Carolina within 3-
2 in the second period. 

Jarvis, shifted to Aho’s line with Teravainen during the game 
as Brind’Amour made changes, picked up his sixth of the 
season at 1:45 of the third to tie it as Aho earned his second 
assist of the game. 

The Canes had two power plays in the third and the 
Panthers had their power-play chances. But it took overtime. 

The game was physical but not dirty, with little open ice to 
work, tough board battles and most shots contested. Lyon 
had 33 saves as the Canes were outshot 36-27. 

Lyon is 9-1-1 with the Chicago Wolves of the American 
Hockey League this season but last played Dec. 18 as the 
Wolves had games postponed because of COVID issues. He 
said he flew into Raleigh on Friday night, when he was told 
he’d be making his second NHL start for Carolina on 
Saturday. 

“I’ve been feeling pretty good about my game this year so I 
knew it was going to come back around,” Lyon said. “I felt 
like the first 30 minutes of the game I was scrambling bit, and 
then found a little bit of rhythm. That’s pretty typical of being 
off for a while.” 

In the November game, the Panthers bolted to a 4-0 lead in 
the first period, scoring three times on the power play. The 
Panthers had quick starts in the first and second periods 
Saturday. 

Jonathan Huberdeau beat Lyon off the rush 70 seconds into 
the game. Verhaeghe did it 35 seconds into the second 
period with a shot from the left circle for a 3-1 lead. 

“I was proud of the fact I let in a poor first goal and then was 
able to battle back,” Lyon said. “I really made an effort to 
calm myself and have some mental toughness.” 

It was a tough spot for Lyon, who beat the St. Louis Blues 3-
2 on Nov. 13. He was reassigned to the Canes’ taxi squad 
Friday and then activated Saturday with Raanta unable to 
go, with little prep time. 

“We threw him into the mix and he was good,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Yeah, he’d probably like to have that first one back but 
he dug in and made some real big saves and allowed us to 
get back in the game and have a chance to maybe squeak it 
out.” 

Teravainen’s power-play score came on a top-shelf shot, the 
winger taking a pass from Tony DeAngelo, skating into the 
left circle and beating Bobrovsky. It was Teravainen’s 10th of 
the season and his sixth on the power play. 

Skjei beat Bobrovsky with a shot from the right point as 
forward Steven Lorentz provided a net-front screen. It was 
Skjei’s fifth goal and his fourth in the past three games. 

The Panthers, battling Tampa Bay for first place in the 
Atlantic Division, entered the game on an uptick, leading the 
NHL in goals scored with 132. They had 29 goals in their 
past five games (4-0-1). 

The Panthers were without four forwards. They announced 
Saturday that forward Patric Hornqvist had entered the NHL 
COVID protocol, joining Sam Reinhart and Mason 
Marchment. Sam Bennett was serving the final game of a 
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three-game suspension for his high hit on Cedric Paquette of 
the Montreal Canadiens.

 

Backup keeper in like a Lyon, helps Hurricanes earn a point in an OT loss to Florida 

By Justin Pelletier 

If Alex Lyon saves up all of his paychecks from this hockey 
season — even if the Canes are really nice and pay him as if 
he played all 82 games in the NHL this season — and 
cashes them all at once, that total deposit would just equal 
what Sergei Bobrovsky earned by the end of October. 

No exaggeration necessary. 

Bobrovsky earns $10 million per year and is on pace to play 
about 50 games this season between the pipes for the 
Florida Panthers, an average of $200,000 per game. Lyon’s 
base salary in the NHL is $750,000, and his minor league 
base is $200,000. 

Bobrovsky went into Saturday’s game with more saves this 
season in the NHL (625), than Lyon has in his career (478). 
The Canes backup made his second NHL start for the 
Hurricanes on Saturday and 24th in the NHL overall. 

But the NHL and its players care nothing for contract status, 
nor how many zeros follow the number on the front end of 
that contract. They DO care about wins and losses, though, 
which is why on the surface it was curious that the Canes 
chose to activate Lyon off the taxi squad Saturday afternoon 
and immediately insert him into the lineup against Bobrovsky 
and the Panthers, who are among the top four teams in the 
league standings. 

A pregame interview with Carolina head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour shed a little light on that situation, saying the 
team was dealing with a pair of “banged-up goalies.” 
Frederik Andersen played — and played well — in Friday’s 
6-3 win over the Flames, but he was quite busy. Antti Raanta 
backed him up, but curiously never sat with the team on the 
bench. The team said he was available to play if needed, but 
he remained in the locker room. On Saturday, the Canes 
ruled Raanta out with an upper-body injury. 

So, in the second game of a back-to-back, that left Lyon. 

Not that he’s been a slouch this season: Lyon is 9-1-1 with a 
minuscule 1.79 GAA and .929 save percentage with the 
Chicago Wolves in the AHL. In his one other appearance 
with Carolina this season, Lyon stopped 27 of 29 shots in a 
3-2 win over St. Louis on Nov. 13. 

Still, Saturday was different. 

The Panthers were division opponents in last year’s COVID-
influenced realignment. Both teams are good — 1-2 in the 
latest NHL standings based on the percentage of points 
gained — and that naturally breeds resentment. 

“I felt like the first 30 minutes of that game, I was scrambling 
a bit,” Lyon admitted, “and then found a little bit of a rhythm 
there.” 

And oh, yeah, the Canes rallied to tie the score with 18:15 to 
play, putting the pressure squarely back on Lyon’s back. 

“We threw him into the mix and he was good,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said after the game. “Yeah, he’d probably 
like to have that first one back but he dug in and made some 
real big saves and allowed us to get back in the game and 
have a chance to maybe squeak it out.” 

The 29-year-old keeper — among the older players on 
Saturday’s roster despite his lack of NHL experience — 
played well above his pay grade. 

He robbed Anthony Duclair at the right post on a crossing 
feed during a Panthers’ power play, and when the puck 
cycled back to the top of the umbrella, he swallowed the 
point shot with a pair of forwards crowding the crease. After 
a pair of shorthanded Carolina rushes, he slammed the door 
as Florida made a rush against some tired penalty killers. 
Once he thought the puck got through his pads, and he 
whirled around glove-hand first to snare the shot, but it was 
tucked safely between his pads. 

And that was in the six minutes following the equalizer. 

Florida pest Frank Vatrano even tried mind games with Lyon 
later in the third. Following an abbreviated Florida power 
play, Vatrano was whistled for interference. Instead of 
making his way to the penalty box, he skated into Lyon’s 
crease while the keeper fueled up on water. Lyon ignored 
him, officials came and snagged Vatrano and off he went, 
shaking his head while watching the big screen with a smirk. 

Lyon did what he needed to do, even if he’s his own worst 
critic. 

“I didn’t feel that I played that well,” Lyon said. “But at the 
same time, I felt like I was effective at stopping the puck, 
which, sometimes, that’s just how it goes. You’re not always 
going to be perfect technically, and sometimes it’s just about 
getting the job done.” 

Overtime in the NHL is a crapshoot. Teams skating 3-on-3 
can turn the best of goalies backwards. Lyon stuffed one 
Florida OT chance, but he had no chance on Duclair’s 
winner. 

No matter. 

Lyon may not be able to match Bobrovsky on the ledger, and 
he may have suffered a tough-luck OT loss, but he proved 
Saturday he can go toe to toe with the Russian — or any 
NHL goalie — on the ice. In two games this season, the 
journeyman has more than acquitted himself with the Canes, 
proving he can help the team when it needs him. 

That, he can take to the bank.
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Hurricanes rally again but lose to Florida in OT 

Anthony Duclair scored in overtime to give the Panthers a 4-
3 victory 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Florida Panthers ended the Hurricanes’ 
season-opening nine-game winning streak back in 
November in dominant fashion, and it looked like they would 
easily end another Saturday night. 

Up two goals late in the second period, Florida seemed 
poised to waltz to a win. But the Hurricanes erased the lead 
before Anthony Duclair scored in overtime to give Florida a 
4-3 win in front of a sellout crowd Saturday at PNC Arena. 

After Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei’s attempted stretch 
pass to Sebastian Aho was intercepted, Jonathan 
Huberdeau got the puck to Duclair, who faked out Alex Lyon 
for the winner 2:53 into overtime. 

“We had a lot of guys who didn’t play good, we’ll just leave it 
at that,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
loss. “It was tough to find a handful of guys that you could 
say, ‘Wow, they’re on their game tonight.’” 

The loss snapped the Hurricanes’ five-game winning streak 
but reaching overtime gave Carolina its 50th point of the 
season in just its 33rd game. 

It wouldn’t have happened if not for another Hurricanes rally. 

After getting behind 3-1 at the start of the second period, the 
Hurricanes chipped away at Florida’s lead and forced 
overtime. 

With just under six minutes left in the second period, Skjei 
extended his goal streak to three games with a one-timer 
that beat Sergei Bobrovsky (24 saves) to cut the lead to one. 

Then Brind’Amour’s reshuffled lines paid off as Aho got the 
puck to Seth Jarvis and the rookie accelerated past two 
Florida defenders. He ripped a shot past Bobrovsky for his 
sixth goal of the season and a tie game at 1:45 of the third. 

“After my first step, right when I pushed off, I felt like I had 
open space, and then it’s just a matter of keeping my feet 
moving,” Jarvis said. “When I kind of pulled away, that’s 
when I can set my feet and pick my spot, and I was lucky 
enough that that went in.” 

Brind’Amour succinctly added, “That’s the talent. Can’t teach 
that.” 

At the other end of the ice, Lyon — playing for the first time 
since three weeks ago with AHL’s Chicago Wolves and the 
second time for the Hurricanes this season after being 
promoted from the NHL’s newly formed taxi squad earlier in 
the day — shook off a rough start to keep Carolina in the 
game. 

“We kind of threw him into the mix here,” Brind’Amour said of 
giving Lyon the start in the second of the team’s back-to-
back games. “He was good. He’d probably like to have that 
first one back, but he dug in, made some real big saves and 
allowed us to at least get back in the game.” 

Starting because Frederik Andersen had played the night 
before and Antti Raanta was unavailable due to an upper-
body injury, Lyon got a rude welcome back to the NHL. 

The Panthers got on the board first when their first shot of 
the night, a wrister in the slot by Huberdeau, beat Lyon five-
hole for a 1-0 Florida lead just 65 seconds into the game. 

“I was really proud of the fact I let in a poor first goal and 
then was able to battle back,” Lyon said. “ 

The Hurricanes evened the score on the power play. With 
former Carolina prospect Eetu Loustarinen in the box for 
interference, Teuvo Teravainen shot from the left circle and 
picked the far side top corner on Bobrovsky to tie the game 
at 3:34 of the first. 

Florida regained the lead late in the first when, after Derek 
Stepan fell in the neutral zone, Carter Verhaeghe called his 
own number on an odd-man rush and leaked a shot through 
Lyon to regain the lead at 2-1 at 17:40 of the opening period. 

Verhaeghe extended the lead to two just 35 seconds into the 
second period by cleanly beating Lyon for the second time to 
make it 3-1. 

But after Skjei scored, Lyon settled in and finished the night 
with 33 saves to help the Hurricanes get one point in the 
standings. 

“I felt like maybe the first 30 minutes of that game I was 
scrambling a bit, and then found a little bit of a rhythm there,” 
Lyon said. “But that’s pretty typical for being off for a while. It 
takes a little time to get the feel back.” 

Notes: Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s point streak ended at six games. 
… Aho has two assists and now has multiple points in seven 
of his last nine games. … Aleksander Barkov won 23 of 32 
faceoffs.
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Recap: Canes Take Point In Overtime Loss To Florida 

Skjei scores in third consecutive game, Lyon makes 32 stops 
in spot start 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes were able to pick 
up one of two available points Saturday night, ultimately 
falling to the Florida Panthers in overtime by a score of 4-3.  

Playing their second game in as many days, the Canes 
called upon the services of Alex Lyon to start the game in 
net, taking the spot of Antti Raanta. Frederik Andersen's 
regular tandem partner was declared out pre-game due to an 
upper-body injury. 

Unfortunately the evening began on a not so kind note for 
Lyon, as Jonathan Huberdeau scored for Florida on his 
team's first shot of the game. 

The early Florida lead would last just 2:29 though, as 
following a Panthers penalty to Eetu Luostarinen, Teuvo 
Teravainen was able to capitalize for the home side and knot 
things at 1-1. 

Before the game reached the end of the opening 20 minutes 
Florida would retake their lead though, getting the first of 
back-to-back goals from Carter Verhaege. The first came in 
two-on-one fashion, trickling past Lyon after he caught a 
piece, but not enough of it. Taking a 2-1 lead into the second 
period it was then when Verhaege acted fast, doubling the 
lead for his team just 35 seconds into the middle frame. 

Trailing by a pair the Canes offense had hit what was 
described post-game as a "stale patch", not generating much 
on offense. Rod Brind'Amour then began to mix up his 
forward combinations, most notably moving Seth Jarvis up to 
play alongside Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. The 
move did indeed spark some life, leading to a goal from 
Brady Skjei - his fourth in three games. 

The goal came largely in part due to the work of Jordan Staal 
in the faceoff dot and the Canes trailed by just one heading 
into the all-important third period. Progressing along with the 
PNC Arena crowd behind them, Jarvis then chimed in on the 
scoring action, tying up the game with a burst of speed.  

The sixth of the year for the 19-year-old came just 1:45 into 
the frame but was all that was needed to send the game to 
overtime. Both sides had two attempts each to strike on the 
man advantage, however neither could get the final fourth 
goal. 

In the bonus three-on-three play, Florida struck gold 2:53 in, 
as Anthony Duclair buried after a Carolina turnover to end 
the night. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on how he thought his team played in the 
second half of a back-to-back: 

"We were slow again tonight. Not good. We had a lot of guys 
that did not play... good, let's just leave it at that. It was tough 
to find a handful of guys that you could say 'wow, they're on 
their game tonight'. When you're playing a team like that and 
we're not sharp, that's going to be tough. I give the guys 
credit though, for just digging in a little. The third period was 
better for sure. That kind of started looking like a semblance 
of a game, but you can't just spot teams periods when you're 
not very good, that's not going to work." 

Alex Lyon assessing his own performance this evening: 

"I was proud of the fact that I let in a poor first goal and then 
was able to battle back. I made an effort to calm myself and 
have some mental toughness, so I feel proud of that. I didn't 
feel that sharp and I don't feel like I really played that well, 
but at the same time I felt like I was effective at stopping the 
puck. Which, sometimes, that's just how it goes, you're not 
always going to be perfect, technically, sometimes it's just 
about getting the job done. It turned into a little bit of that 
tonight, I wasn't super sharp, I was just trying to keep the 
puck out of the net. I feel like I was just alright." 

Seth Jarvis on how the changing of the line combinations 
midway through the game provided a spark for the club: 

"It's always nice when things were a little stale like the way 
they were in the first period. I don't think we did much of 
anything then. We kind of shot ourselves in the foot coming 
out like that. When Rod mixed up the lines everyone kind of 
just took a deep breath and it was a new sign of life. All lines 
just kind of woke up and tried to start getting us back into the 
game. 

What's Next?: 

Sunday is scheduled as an off day for the team, then they'll 
return to work Monday with a practice before playing to 
Philadelphia. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Carolina's penalty kill went two-for-two, moving their 
streak to 29 consecutive successful penalty kills. 
Their last power play goal allowed was December 7 
in Winnipeg. 

 Alex Lyon made 32 stops when all was said and 
done. It was his first game played of any kind, NHL 
or AHL, since December 18. 
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 Sebastian Aho had two assists tonight, bringing his 
season totals to 37 points in 30 games. 

 Forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi did not record a point 
in the affair, halting his point streak at six games. 

 With his goal, Brady Skjei now has eight points in 
his last five games.

 

 

 

Duclair gives Panthers OT victory, ends Hurricanes winning streak at five 

Scores at 2:53; Verhaeghe gets two goals for Florida 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Anthony Duclair scored his second goal of 
the game at 2:53 of overtime to give the Florida Panthers a 
4-3 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on 
Saturday. 

Duclair took a pass from Jonathan Huberdeau on a give-and-
go for the game-winner. 

"'Huby' is such a special player," Duclair said. "He's one of 
the best playmakers in the League, the best that I've ever 
played with. Any time I get the puck, I try to get it in his 
hands and try to get open because it's coming right back." 

Carter Verhaeghe scored two goals for the Panthers (23-7-
5), who are 5-0-1 in their past six games. Sergei Bobrovsky 
made 24 saves. 

"Every line brought something," Panthers coach Andrew 
Brunette said. "We had no passengers tonight. I thought 
everybody came ready to play hard." 

Teuvo Teravainen, Brady Skjei and Seth Jarvis scored, and 
Sebastian Aho had two assists for the Hurricanes (24-7-2), 
who had won five in a row. Alex Lyon made 32 saves after 
being activated from the taxi squad before the game to 
replace Antti Raanta, who was scratched with an upper-body 
injury. 

"It was tough to find a handful of guys you could say, 'Wow, 
they're on their game tonight,'" Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "When you're playing a team like that and 
you're not sharp, it's going to be tough. We can't spot teams 
periods where we're not very good. That's not going to work." 

The Panthers scored on their first shot to take a 1-0 lead at 
1:05 of the first period. Duclair fed Huberdeau, who scored 
five-hole from the slot. 

Teravainen tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 3:34, scoring 
from the left face-off circle on a wrist shot under the 
crossbar. Tony DeAngelo had an assist, his 100th in the 
NHL. 

Verhaeghe scored his ninth of the season on a wrist shot to 
give the Panthers a 2-1 lead at 17:40. 

"I think tonight we kind of grinded it out," Verhaeghe said. 
"We got off to a good start and just kept rolling." 

Verhaeghe pushed the lead to 3-1 at 35 seconds of the 
second period when he gathered the puck at Florida's 
offensive blue line and scored off the rush. 

"When he gets flying like he did tonight, it's real dangerous," 
Duclair said. "He's real hard to contain. When he uses his 
shot too, he's the full package." 

Skjei one-timed a pass from Brett Pesce to cut Florida's lead 
to 3-2 at 14:14. The goal was Skjei's fourth in the past three 
games. 

Jarvis split the defense and scored on a wrist shot to tie it 3-3 
at 1:45 of the third period. 

"Right when I pushed off, I felt like I had open space," Jarvis 
said. "It was just a matter of keeping my feet moving. When I 
pulled away, that's when I set my feet and picked my spot. I 
was lucky enough that it went in." 

The Panthers improved to 5-4-5 on the road. They are 18-3-
0 at home. 

"I don't know if we've brought our A-game a lot of nights on 
the road," Brunette said. "All the great teams are good road 
teams. We're trying to get there, and this is a little bit of a hill 
for us to climb. Hopefully this is a nice step." 

Lyon was playing his second NHL game this season. He 
made 27 saves in a 3-2 win against the St. Louis Blues on 
Nov. 13. 

"He'd probably like to have the first one back, but then he 
dug in and made some real big saves that allowed us to at 
least get back in the game," Brind'Amour said. "He was 
good." 

NOTES: Huberdeau has scored 13 points (three goals, 10 
assists) in a five-game point streak. … Duclair has scored 
eight points (five goals, three assists) in his past six games. 
… Panthers center Aleksander Barkov won 23 of 32 face-
offs (71.9 percent). … Florida defenseman Radko Gudas 
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had a season-high 10 hits. … The Panthers goal in the 
second period was their 16th straight regulation period with 
at least one goal, breaking their record of 15 from Oct. 19-29. 
They did not score in the third period. … Aho has scored 17 
points (five goals, 12 assists) in the past nine games. … 
Carolina forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi had his six-game point 

streak end (one goal, seven assists). … Hurricanes forward 
Aleksi Heponiemi played 10:44 in place of Patric Hornqvist, 
who was placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol prior to the 
game. … Carolina split back-to-back games after defeating 
the Calgary Flames 6-3 on Friday.

 

All-Star Game rosters as selected by NHL.com 

Event to be held in Las Vegas Feb. 4-5; 11-man teams for 
each division to be announced Thursday 

The 2022 NHL All-Star Fan Vote ended Saturday with the 
captain for each of the four divisions being selected. 

The four captains, the full All-Star Game rosters and 
candidates for the Last Man In vote will be announced during 
ESPN's 6 p.m. airing of "SportsCenter" on Thursday. 

Before that happens, NHL.com staff writers and editors have 
revisited their picks made at the start of the voting period to 
see what the final rosters for the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star 
Weekend in Las Vegas on Feb. 4-5 could look like. 

The NHL.com staffers voted on an 11-player lineup for each 
division. Each lineup had to have six forwards, three 
defensemen and two goalies. One player from each team in 
the division had to be selected. 

The 2022 All-Star Game will once again consist of a three-
game tournament, played in a 3-on-3 format, featuring four 
teams, one from each division. 

Here are the NHL.com panel results: 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

Forwards 

Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida Panthers 

Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs (captain) 

Brad Marchand, Boston Bruins 

Lucas Raymond, Detroit Red Wings 

Drake Batherson, Ottawa Senators 

Defensemen 

Aaron Ekblad, Florida Panthers 

Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres 

Chris Wideman, Montreal Canadiens 

Goalies 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Jack Campbell, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Others receiving votes: forwards Tage Thompson (Sabres), 
Nick Suzuki (Canadiens); defensemen Victor Hedman 
(Lightning), Thomas Chabot (Senators), David Savard 
(Canadiens), Charlie McAvoy (Bruins) 

Scouting report: There are two changes to the roster in this 
round of voting: Batherson is in for Tyler Toffoli of the 

Canadiens at forward and Wideman is in for Chabot at 
defenseman. This is still a team to be reckoned with, 
anchored by Vasilevskiy, the goalie for each of the past two 
Stanley Cup championships. How good is this team? 
Hedman, a perennial Norris Trophy candidate and another 
bedrock of the Lightning dynasty, didn't make the final cut. 
Campbell is the other goalie, and he has been near the top 
of the NHL in save percentage and goals-against average 
most of the season, but it's a question as to whether either 
goalie will even see the puck, as the forwards are likely to 
spend quite a bit of time in the offensive zone. Huberdeau, 
Stamkos, Matthews and Marchand are each averaging better 
than a point per game this season. 

Voters: Amalie Benjamin, Barry Rubenstein, Dave Stubbs, 
Mike Zeisberger 

METROPOLITAN DIVISION 

Forwards 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals (captain) 

Artemi Panarin, New York Rangers 

Jake Guentzel, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes 

Claude Giroux, Philadelphia Flyers 

Chris Kreider, New York Rangers 

Defensemen 

Adam Fox, New York Rangers 

Dougie Hamilton, New Jersey Devils 

Zach Werenski, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Goalies 

Ilya Sorokin, New York Islanders 

Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 

Others receiving votes: forwards Jack Hughes (Devils), 
Evgeny Kuznetsov (Capitals), Sidney Crosby (Penguins), 
Mathew Barzal (Islanders) Oliver Bjorkstrand (Blue Jackets); 
defensemen Kris Letang (Penguins), Jaccob Slavin 
(Hurricanes); goalies Igor Shesterkin (Rangers), Tristan Jarry 
(Penguins) 

Scouting report: This team will be strong from the goal out 
with Sorokin and Andersen and three of the best puck-
moving defensemen in the NHL in Fox, Hamilton and 
Werenski, which is essential in 3-on-3 play. The forwards 
should produce plenty of scoring with Ovechkin, Kreider in 
the top 10 in goals and Panarin and Ovechkin among the 
leaders in assists. Ovechkin was first among forwards and 
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Fox, the reigning Norris Trophy winner as the NHL's best 
defenseman, was first among defensemen on each of the 
four ballots. The only change in voting from the first exercise 
was Andersen replacing Shesterkin as one of the two 
goalies. 

Voters: Tom Gulitti, Adam Kimelman, Mike Morreale, Bill 
Price 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Forwards 

Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild 

Nazem Kadri, Colorado Avalanche 

Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis Blues 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche (captain) 

Kyle Connor, Winnipeg Jets 

Joe Pavelski, Dallas Stars 

Defensemen 

Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

Roman Josi, Nashville Predators 

Shayne Gostisbehere, Arizona Coyotes 

Goalies 

Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators 

Marc-Andre Fleury, Chicago Blackhawks 

Others receiving votes: forwards Alex DeBrincat 
(Blackhawks), Jordan Kyrou (Blues), Patrick Kane 
(Blackhawks), Matt Duchene (Predators); goalies Connor 
Hellebuyck (Jets), Darcy Kuemper (Avalanche) 

Scouting report: This team has an abundance of speed and 
elite hands at forward, particularly with the addition of 
MacKinnon and Tarasenko. They replace DeBrincat and 
Kyrou, respectively. MacKinnon and Kadri have been focal 
points of one of the most prolific offenses in the NHL and 
could be fearsome if paired together. Kaprizov, the Calder 
Trophy winner as NHL rookie of the year last season, has 
been playing at an even higher level in the first half of this 
season. Add in the elite, veteran hands of Tarasenko and 
Pavelski and the potential for all-star plays is off the charts. 
On defense, Makar is a human highlight reel already. The 
open ice of the 3-on-3 format is a perfect showcase for his 
skill, speed and vision. Saros polled unanimously as the 
Central's starting goalie and has been instrumental in 
Nashville's unexpected rise. 

Voters: Jon Lane, William Douglas, Tracey Myers, Tim 
Campbell 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Forwards 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (captain) 

Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers 

Troy Terry, Anaheim Ducks 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames 

Mark Stone, Vegas Golden Knights 

Yanni Gourde, Seattle Kraken 

Defensemen 

Drew Doughty, Los Angeles Kings 

Quinn Hughes, Vancouver Canucks 

Erik Karlsson, San Jose Sharks 

Goalies 

Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

Thatcher Demko, Vancouver Canucks 

Others receiving votes: forwards Tomas Hertl (Sharks), Timo 
Meier (Sharks); defensemen Alex Pietrangelo (Golden 
Knights), Shea Theodore (Golden Knights), Mark Giordano 
(Kraken) 

Scouting report: There are three changes to the roster in this 
round of voting. Stone, perhaps one of the best two-way 
forwards in the game and a fan favorite in Vegas, replaces 
Anze Kopitar of the Kings. Doughty, who has not missed a 
beat since returning from injury, replaces Pietrangelo, and 
Demko, who was the hottest goalie in the month of 
December, with a 7-1-0 record, a 1.72 GAA and .946 save 
percentage, replaces John Gibson of the Ducks. It is offense 
that will drive the Pacific Division. McDavid and Draisaitl 
finished one-two in points last season and have been in 
those spots virtually since the start of this season. Terry has 
scored more than 20 goals for the first time in his NHL career 
and had a 16-game point streak (22 points -- 12 goals, 10 
assists) from Oct. 18-Nov. 18. This team scores, skates and 
defends well. It is experienced in how 3-on-3 works in the All-
Star Game. It's a favorite. 

Voters: Dan Rosen, Pete Jensen, Shawn P. Roarke, David 
Satriano

 

 

 

Duclair’s OT goal lifts Panthers past Hurricanes 
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By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Anthony Duclair scored at 2:53 of 
overtime and the Florida Panthers beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-3 on Saturday night. 

Carter Verhaeghe had two goals and Jonathan Huberdeau 
had a goal and an assist as Florida extended its points 
streak to six games (5-0-1). Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 24 
shots.  

“Getting wins on the road is always huge, especially coming 
into this building,” Verhaeghe said. “They’re really good at 
home. It definitely felt good.” 

Teuvo Teravainen, Brady Skjei and Seth Jarvis scored for 
the Hurricanes, who never led in the game. They lost for just 
the second time in their last 11 games. Sebastian Aho had 
two assists and Alex Lyon had 32 saves in his second NHL 
game of the season. 

“We kind of threw him into the mix here,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said of Lyon. “Probably liked to have that 
first (goal allowed) back, but he dug in, made some real big 
saves and allowed us to get back in the game.” 

In the extra period, Duclair’s fifth goal in six games since the 
holiday break came after a Carolina turnover near the blue 
line. It was Florida’s only shot in overtime. 

“Two of the best teams in the league,” Duclair said. “Huge 
confidence booster moving forward. We’re pretty happy with 
our efforts.” 

Duclair, who assisted on Huberdeau’s goal that came 65 
seconds into the game, has 12 points across his past 12 
games. He has two game-winning goals this season, both 
since the team’s layoff of nearly two weeks. 

Verhaeghe made it 3-1 just 35 seconds into the second 
period with his second goal in slightly more than three 
minutes of game time. 

Skjei, a defenseman with mostly limited offensive production 
in his career, notched his fourth goal in a three-game span 
later in the second. Jarvis scored just 1:45 into the third to tie 
it 3-3. 

Lyon was summoned with Antti Raanta out of the lineup with 
an apparent ailment. Frederik Andersen got the win Friday 
night against Calgary, but that was his first full game in about 
three weeks as he had been on COVID-19 protocols in late 
December. 

“I felt like the first maybe 30 minutes of that game I was 
scrambling a little bit,” Lyon said. “Then I found a little bit of 
rhythm there. That’s pretty typical for being off for a while.” 

The Panthers improved to 6-5 in overtime outcomes. 
Carolina is 2-2 in overtime results. 

POWER ISSUES 

Florida had a stretch of four consecutive games with at least 
one power-play game snapped. The Panthers were 0 for 2 
on power plays. 

It has been more than a month since Carolina has allowed a 
power-play goal, making it nine straight games without 
yielding one. The Hurricanes have killed 29 opposing power 
plays in a row. 

SOME OTHER TIME 

This would have been the second meeting in less than two 
weeks between two of the Eastern Conference’s best teams. 
But a Dec. 27 matchup in Raleigh was postponed when the 
NHL delayed its return to action with an extended holiday 
break as teams dealt with COVID-19 issues. 

No make-up date has been announced for that game. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: Host Vancouver on Tuesday night to begin three-
game homestand. 

Hurricanes: At Philadelphia on Tuesday night.
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Canes battle back, fall short to Panthers in overtime 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost 4-3 in overtime to the Florida 
Panthers Saturday night at PNC Arena after battling back 
from an early two-goal deficit.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes managed to snag away a point 
even in defeat as they fell to the Florida Panther in overtime.  

The Canes looked like a team that had been off for an 
extended break and then was asked to play a back-to-back 
against one of the league’s top offensive teams and... oh 
wait, that’s exactly what happened. 

The Panthers had the jump from the start, and it was 
Jonathan Huberdeau who scored through the five-hole of 
Alex Lyon on Florida’s first shot of the game just over a 
minute into the contest. 

Lyon — who hadn’t played a game in weeks even in the AHL 
— had been thrown to the fire with this assignment and the 
rust showed early. But he battled hard and strung together a 
respectable 32-save performance despite the bumpy start. 

The Canes managed to keep it close early on their first 
power play opportunity, as Teuvo Teravainen lasered a shot 
to the top corner, beating Sergei Bobrovsky.  

Tony DeAngelo would pick up his 100th career assist with 
the primary helper on the goal. 

But the game featured a lot of what can be considered 
‘chaos’ — bouncing pucks, ruts in the ice, awkward 
trajectories — all aided by the low-quality ice conditions 
created by the NC State basketball game hosted at PNC 
Arena just a couple of hours prior to puck drop. 

It wasn’t pretty and the Canes seemed to be getting the 
worst of it. 

After Derek Stepan wiped out near the boards, Florida 
sprung a 2-on-1 rush and Carter Verhaeghe kept it and 
wristed one past Lyon who only managed to get barely a 
piece of the puck. 

It was clear that the Panthers had more pep in their step 
tonight and that showed especially in the first two periods. 
Right at the start of the second, Verhaeghe struck again with 
another wrist shot snipe that Lyon couldn’t stop despite the 
clear sight line. 

The Canes struggled to maintain the zone and generate 
offense and on the flip side the Panthers kept them hemmed 
in most of the time.  

But the Canes managed a bit here and there and got a 
critical goal late in the second thanks to a faceoff win. 

Despite getting checked in the back in the circle, Jordan 
Staal still managed to pull the puck back to Brett Pesce who 
fed it across to Brady Skjei who then obliterated the puck to 
extend his goal streak to three games and bring the game 
within one. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour had begun juggling his lines in 
the second period, but it wasn’t till the third period that it bore 
fruit. 

With a promotion back to the top line, Seth Jarvis tied the 
game up with his sixth goal of the year.  

While his shot was something to behold, the real deal part of 
the goal was his skating ability that even made the shot 
possible.  

The forwards reloaded for an entry and Sebastian Aho laid it 
up for Jarvis and the 19-year old rookie took it across the 
blueline and burst between the defense, getting separation 
with just two strides and finding the twine. 

The Canes were put into survival mode from there as they 
weathered two Florida power plays and spent the majority of 
the period in their own zone, but the defense did their jobs 
and secured at least one point after 60 minutes. 

Overtime featured an early chance from Andrei Svechnikov, 
but the difference in the game was playing for possession in 
overtime. 

Twice the Canes tried to force the puck through while the 
Panthers instead opted to reload multiple times for better 
looks. 

It was on the second of those forces — a Skjei stretch pass 
that was picked off along the walls — that sealed the game 
as Anthony Duclair was set up right in front of the net to ice 
the game with some silky mitts.  

The Canes will go on the road for just one game as they visit 
the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday at 7 p.m.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Jarvis, Lyon following overtime loss to Panthers 

The Carolina Hurricanes battled from behind to earn a point 
Saturday night in PNC Arena, falling to the Florida Panthers 
4-3 in overtime. 

By Ryan Henkel and Alec_Sawyer 

The five-game win streak came to an end for the Carolina 
Hurricanes Saturday night in PNC Arena, though the point 
streak moved to six games as the Canes battled from behind 
to force overtime against the Florida Panthers.  

The Panthers ultimately won it 4-3 in the extra period, with 
Anthony Duclair netting the game-winning goal. For the 
Canes, Alex Lyon played a heck of a game in the crease, 
stopping 32 of 36 shots faced just hours after being added to 
the active roster. Lyon really settled in as the game went 
along, giving Carolina a chance and helping to earn the 
point.  

Teuvo Teravainen, Brady Skjei and Seth Jarvis were the 
goal scorers for the Hurricanes, with Skjei extending his goal 
streak to three games and Jarvis tying things up in the third 
period on a beautiful breakaway chance.  

Following the overtime loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Jarvis and Lyon spoke with members of the media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Lyon’s performance: We kind of threw him into the mix 
here, and he was good. He would probably like to have that 
first one back, but then he dug in and made some real big 
saves. He allowed us to at least get back in the game and at 
least have a chance to squeak it out. He was good.  

On the team’s performance in the second leg of a back-to-
back after a long time off: We were slow again tonight. We 
had a lot of guys that didn’t play good. Let’s just leave it at 
that. It was tough a handful of guys that you could say ‘wow, 
they were on their game tonight.’ When you’re playing a 
team like that and we’re not sharp, that’s going to be tough. I 
give the guys credit for digging in a little. The third period 
was better, for sure. That kind of started looking like a 
semblance of a game. But you can’t spot teams periods 
where we’re not very good. That’s not going to work. 

On Jarvis’ speed and his goal: It’s a good goal. Nice read on 
the play. We had a transition breakout. It was a great pass, 
too. But yeah, that’s talent. You can’t teach that.  

Seth Jarvis 

On his speed setting up his goal: Yeah, after my first step I 
felt like I, when I pushed off, I felt like I had open space. 
Then it’s just a matter of keeping my feet moving. When I 
kind of pulled away that’s when I could set my feet and kind 
of pick my spot. I was lucky enough that it went in. 

On how he feels his game is progressing: I feel good. I’m 
playing kind of up and down the lineup right now, so it’s nice 
that I can show I can kind of contribute no matter if I’m 
playing first line, fourth line or anywhere in between. I think 

my game as a whole is coming in really well, and I think I’m 
kind of carving out an identity for myself as an NHL player.  

On the spark that was provided by the lines getting flipped 
around: I think it’s always nice when things were a little stale, 
like they were in the first period. I think we didn’t really do 
much of anything and kind of shot ourselves in the foot 
coming out like that. I think when [Brind’Amour] switched up 
the lines and mixed it up, I think everybody kind of took a 
deep breath and there was more sign of life. I think all lines 
kind of woke up and started trying to get back in the game.  

On Lyon’s performance, especially late in the game: 
Definitely later in the game he was awesome for us. He 
made some huge saves. Like you said, he hasn’t played in 
weeks. Going against Florida, who is a really offensive team 
and one of the best teams in the league, that’s a tough task 
to ask from him. But I think he played really well and gave us 
a chance to win.  

On the back to back being what the team needed after so 
many days off: I think games are what we needed. You can 
only practice for so long before it starts getting kind of stale. 
There’s only so much you can work on. It’s needed to play 
games, especially because you can’t really practice at game 
speed. I think yesterday’s game was a wake-up call for 
everyone, just getting back into the flow of things. I think 
today it was more just getting back into the rhythm and 
getting ready to play. 

Alex Lyon 

On how tough it was to get his feet under him after not 
playing for so long: I think it’s just a matter of time. I’ve been 
feeling pretty good about my game this year so far. So, I 
knew it was going to come back around. I felt like maybe the 
first 30 minutes of that game I was scrambling a bit. But then 
I found a little bit of a rhythm there. That’s pretty typical for 
being out for a while. It just takes a little time to get the feel 
back.  

On how he felt about his night: I was really proud of the fact 
that I let in a poor first goal and was able to battle back. I felt 
like I really made an effort to just calm myself and have some 
mental toughness. I feel proud of that. I didn’t feel that sharp. 
I didn’t feel really that I played that well, but at the same time 
I felt like I was effective at stopping the puck. Sometimes 
that’s just how it goes. You’re not always going to be perfect 
technically, sometimes it’s just about trying to get the job 
done. It kind of turned into that a little bit tonight. I wasn’t 
super sharp, but I was just trying to keep the puck out of the 
net. I felt that it was alright.  

On when he found out he would be starting: I found out last 
night. I flew in and got in maybe about halfway through the 
third. I found out after the game. I have been in the situation 
enough times to know the circumstances, and so I was 
preparing to play. I had actually prepared to play yesterday. 
We were supposed to play in Rockford. So, that was a little 
bit of a boost. I had a good morning skate yesterday and was 
really honing in. It was a little easier to parlay that into today.
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Canes outdueled by Panthers in overtime loss  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes saw another win streak snapped by 
the Florida Panthers with a 4-3 overtime loss on Saturday, 
Jan. 8. The loss broke a run of five Canes wins and nine in 
their last 10 games. 

With goaltender Antti Raanta out with an upper-body injury, 
Carolina (24-7-2) trotted out goaltender Alex Lyon from the 
taxi squad for his second start of the season. On the other 
end of the ice, the Panthers (23-7-5) relied on veteran 
netminder Sergei Bobrovsky to hold the Hurricanes at bay 
while his skaters ambushed the inexperienced Lyon. 

“I didn't feel that sharp,” Lyon said. “I didn't feel really that I 
played that well, but at the same time, I felt like I was 
effective at stopping the puck. Sometimes that's just how it 
goes. You're not always going to be perfect technically and 
sometimes it's just about trying to get the job done. So it kind 
of turned into that a little bit tonight.” 

Florida jumped to a quick 1-0 lead by beating Lyon just 1:05 
into the first period. Although left wing Teuvo Teräväinen 
knotted it up at 1-1 with a power play goal a couple of 
minutes later, Florida’s ascent to a 3-1 lead early in the 
second period had the Canes playing catch-up for much of 
the game. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour switched up the lines quite a 
bit starting the second period, kickstarting his team’s offense 
and giving the Hurricanes a chance to win. Although Carolina 
could not claw its way into the win column, the Canes were 
at least able to force overtime and salvage a point thanks to 
Brind’Amour adjustments. 

“We really didn't do much of anything and kind of shot 
ourselves in the foot coming out like that,” said center Seth 
Jarvis. “So when Roddy switched up the lines and mixed it 
up, everyone kind of took a deep breath and there was a 
new sign of life. Everyone, all lines, woke up and started 
trying to get back into the game.” 

Defenseman Brady Skjei continued his recent involvement in 
the offense as well. Skjei put his squad back on track with a 
bullet from the blue line to beat Bobrovsky later in the second 
period. It was Skjei’s sixth point in three games, an 
impressive run of form for a defenseman. Jarvis followed up 
with a game-tying goal early in the third period, a slick 
breakaway that split the Florida defense before outpacing 
Bobrovsky on his right side to eventually force overtime.  

The two teams remained deadlocked for the rest of 
regulation despite plenty of jostling to try and gain some sort 
of edge. In the end, it was Florida’s Anthony Duclair who 
sealed the deal in overtime, pouncing on a bad pass by Skjei 
and outmaneuvering Lyon for the game-winner. 

The Canes now get a couple of days to regroup before a 
road game against the Philadelphia Flyers at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 11. Brind’Amour will hope that his players 
perform better than they did against the Panthers. 

“We had a lot of guys who didn't play well, I'll just leave it at 
that,” Brind’Amour said. “It was tough to find a handful of 
guys that you could say, ‘Wow, they're on their game 
tonight.’ [When we’re] playing a team like that, and we're not 
sharp, that's gonna be tough.”
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Wolves start new streak 

Wolves respond with offensive outburst as Noesen, 
Poturalski score twice apiece  

Stefan Noesen and Andrew Poturalski scored two goals 
apiece to spark the Chicago Wolves to a 6-2 victory over the 
Iowa Wild Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Sam Miletic and Ivan Lodnia also scored for the 
Wolves (21-5-1-1), who won for the 13th time in their last 14 
games to maintain their six-point Central Division lead. 

Goaltender Michael Lackey, who made his AHL debut Friday 
night, earned his first AHL victory as he posted 11 saves 
before leaving due to injury at 8:23 of the second period. 
Backup Daniel Mannella, signed earlier in the day, stopped 
all 16 shots he saw in his first AHL game. 

“We were obviously not good last night, so the way we 
responded was important,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “The first goal was obviously important — and we 
built off it. It was a really good 60-minute effort.” 

The Wolves jumped on top just 1:28 into the night when 
Noesen redirected defenseman Jesper Sellgren’s centering 
pass from the left point. Iowa (12-13-2-2) responded with 
defenseman Joe Hicketts’ snapper at 5:46. 

Chicago regained the lead at 7:15 as Iowa couldn’t clear the 
puck out of its own zone. The Wild’s last attempt was 
intercepted by Max Lajoie staring down the goaltender near 
the blue line. He wristed the puck toward the net and Noesen 
tipped it from the slot, but goaltender Zane McIntyre got his 
pad on the redirect. Miletic was right on the doorstep to 
finesse the rebound for a 2-1 lead. 

The Wolves pumped the lead to 3-1 at 2:11 on Poturalski’s 
power-play goal. C.J. Smith rushed the puck through the 
neutral zone, then fed it to Jack Drury in front of the Wolves 
bench by the blue line. Drury flipped it ahead to Poturalski 
slashing toward the net. Poturalski kicked the puck to his 
stick, faked McIntyre with a dangle and stuffed it across the 
line. 

Iowa’s Adam Beckman answered at 5:11 to cut the margin to 
3-2, but the Wolves’ top line teamed up again to restore a 4-
2 lead at 6:11. Poturalski got his stick on an Iowa clearing 
pass and knocked it to Noesen, who started a quick give-
and-go with Miletic for his second goal of the night. 

Chicago increased its margin to 5-2 on Lodnia’s first 
professional goal in North America. Spencer Smallman 
nudged the puck ahead to Dominik Bokk, who raced into the 
offensive zone and fired a wrister off McIntyre. Lodnia 
chased the rebound by the back boards and banked it off 
McIntyre. 

Poturalski, the AHL’s leading scorer with 37 points, notched 
his second goal of the night at 14:17 of the third as Miletic 
and Lajoie set him up just outside of the crease to make it 6-
2. 

McIntyre (2-3-0) posted 39 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena at 3 p.m. Sunday to host 
the Cleveland Monsters for a Papa Johns Family Sunday 
game. To get the best ticket deals, contact a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257161372.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257164297.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/hurricanes-rally-again-but-lose-to-florida-in-ot/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-take-point-in-overtime-loss-to-florida/c-329608002 
https://www.nhl.com/news/florida-panthers-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-329234892 

https://www.nhl.com/news/2022-nhl-all-star-rosters-selected-by-nhlcom/c-329587444 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-florida-brady-skjei-hockey-82a5c8008adbc2a538092963039f1eb4 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/8/22874033/carolina-hurricanes-battle-back-fall-short-to-florida-panthers-in-overtime 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/8/22874044/they-said-it-brindamour-jarvis-lyon-following-overtime-loss-to-panthers 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-outdueled-by-panthers-in-overtime-loss/article_755eb128-70fd-11ec-9027-2fad0d03dcd5.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/08/wolves-start-new-streak/ 
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Canes fall to the Panthers in overtime but earn a point after third-period 
comeback 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 08, 2022 10:57 PM 

 

Goaltender Alex Lyon led the Carolina Hurricanes out for pregame 
warmups Saturday, an early surprise. 

But Antti Raanta, the Canes’ expected starter against the Florida 
Panthers, was injured. Frederik Andersen had played Friday against 
Calgary. It was Lyon’s net. 

Then the Panthers scored on the first shot of the game. And scored 
again in the first period and again early in the second, building a lead. 

The Panthers would go on to a 4-3 victory, but they needed overtime to 
do it, on an Anthony Duclair goal at 2:53 of the extra period. Taking 
advantage of a turnover by the Canes’ Brady Skjei, Duclair delivered the 
winner. 

Carter Verhaeghe had a pair of goals and goalie Sergei Bobrovsky 
picked up his 16th win of the season for the Panthers (23-7-5). The 
Panthers, who spoiled the Canes’ 9-0 start to the season by winning in 
November, ended a five-game streak by Carolina with Saturday’s win. 

The Canes (24-7-2) overcame a slow start Friday and raced past the 
Flames 6-3 at PNC Arena behind Andersen. But a repeat in Saturday’s 
matchup of two of the Eastern Conference’s best teams did not end as 
well for Carolina, even though the Canes did earn a point by tying the 
score in the third on Seth Jarvis’ goal. 

“We were slow again tonight and not good,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We had a lot of guys who did not play good. Let’s 
leave it at that. It was tough to find a handful of guys you could say, ‘Wow 
they were on their games tonight.’ 

“When you’re playing a team like that and you’re not sharp, that’s going 
to be tough. I give the guys credit for digging in a little and the third 
period was better, for sure.” 

Jarvis’ goal early in the third period had PNC Arena rumbling, the rookie 
forward taking a pass from Sebastian Aho and beating Bobrovsky to the 
short side from the right circle. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a power-play score for the Canes early in the 
game, and Skjei’s goal — yes, the defenseman scored for the third 
straight game — pulled Carolina within 3-2 in the second period. 

Jarvis, shifted to Aho’s line with Teravainen during the game as 
Brind’Amour made changes, picked up his sixth of the season at 1:45 of 
the third to tie it as Aho earned his second assist of the game. 

The Canes had two power plays in the third and the Panthers had their 
power-play chances. But it took overtime. 

The game was physical but not dirty, with little open ice to work, tough 
board battles and most shots contested. Lyon had 33 saves as the 
Canes were outshot 36-27. 

Lyon is 9-1-1 with the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey League 
this season but last played Dec. 18 as the Wolves had games postponed 
because of COVID issues. He said he flew into Raleigh on Friday night, 
when he was told he’d be making his second NHL start on Saturday. 

“I’ve been feeling pretty good about my game this year so I knew it was 
going to come back around,” Lyon said. “I felt like the first 30 minutes of 
the game I was scrambling bit, and then found a little bit of rhythm. That’s 
pretty typical of being off for a while.” 

In the November game, the Panthers bolted to a 4-0 lead in the first 
period, scoring three times on the power play. The Panthers had quick 
starts in the first and second periods Saturday. 

Jonathan Huberdeau beat Lyon off the rush 70 seconds into the game. 
Verhaeghe did it 35 seconds into the second period with a shot from the 
left circle for a 3-1 lead. 

“I was proud of the fact I let in a poor first goal and then was able to 
battle back,” Lyon said. “I really made an effort to calm myself and have 
some mental toughness.” 

It was a tough spot for Lyon, who beat the St. Louis Blues 3-2 on Nov. 
13. He was reassigned to the Canes’ taxi squad Friday and then 
activated Saturday with Raanta unable to go, with little prep time. 

“We threw him into the mix and he was good,” Brind’Amour said. “Yeah, 
he’d probably like to have that first one back but he dug in and made 
some real big saves and allowed us to get back in the game and have a 
chance to maybe squeak it out.” 

Teravainen’s power-play score came on a top-shelf shot, the winger 
taking a pass from Tony DeAngelo, skating into the left circle and beating 
Bobrovsky. It was Teravainen’s 10th of the season and his sixth on the 
power play. 

Skjei beat Bobrovsky with a shot from the right point as forward Steven 
Lorentz provided a net-front screen. It was Skjei’s fifth goal and his fourth 
in the past three games. 

The Panthers, battling Tampa Bay for first place in the Atlantic Division, 
entered the game on an uptick, leading the NHL in goals scored with 
132. They had 29 goals in their past five games (4-0-1). 

The Panthers were without four forwards. They announced Saturday that 
forward Patric Hornqvist had entered the NHL COVID protocol, joining 
Sam Reinhart and Mason Marchment. Sam Bennett was serving the final 
game of a three-game suspension for his high hit on Cedric Paquette of 
the Montreal Canadiens. 
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Hurricanes rally again but lose to Florida in OT 

 

January 9, 2022  

Cory Lavalette Article, NHL, Sports 

 

RALEIGH — The Florida Panthers ended the Hurricanes’ season-
opening nine-game winning streak back in November in dominant 
fashion, and it looked like they would easily end another Saturday night. 

Up two goals late in the second period, Florida seemed poised to waltz to 
a win. But the Hurricanes erased the lead before Anthony Duclair scored 
in overtime to give Florida a 4-3 win in front of a sellout crowd Saturday 
at PNC Arena. 

After Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei’s attempted stretch pass to 
Sebastian Aho was intercepted, Jonathan Huberdeau got the puck to 
Duclair, who faked out Alex Lyon for the winner 2:53 into overtime. 

“We had a lot of guys who didn’t play good, we’ll just leave it at that,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the loss. “It was tough to 
find a handful of guys that you could say, ‘Wow, they’re on their game 
tonight.’” 

The loss snapped the Hurricanes’ five-game winning streak but reaching 
overtime gave Carolina its 50th point of the season in just its 33rd game. 

It wouldn’t have happened if not for another Hurricanes rally. 

After getting behind 3-1 at the start of the second period, the Hurricanes 
chipped away at Florida’s lead and forced overtime. 

With just under six minutes left in the second period, Skjei extended his 
goal streak to three games with a one-timer that beat Sergei Bobrovsky 
(24 saves) to cut the lead to one. 

Then Brind’Amour’s reshuffled lines paid off as Aho got the puck to Seth 
Jarvis and the rookie accelerated past two Florida defenders. He ripped a 
shot past Bobrovsky for his sixth goal of the season and a tie game at 
1:45 of the third. 

“After my first step, right when I pushed off, I felt like I had open space, 
and then it’s just a matter of keeping my feet moving,” Jarvis said. “When 
I kind of pulled away, that’s when I can set my feet and pick my spot, and 
I was lucky enough that that went in.” 

Brind’Amour succinctly added, “That’s the talent. Can’t teach that.” 

At the other end of the ice, Lyon — playing for the first time since three 
weeks ago with AHL’s Chicago Wolves and the second time for the 
Hurricanes this season after being promoted from the NHL’s newly 
formed taxi squad earlier in the day — shook off a rough start to keep 
Carolina in the game. 

“We kind of threw him into the mix here,” Brind’Amour said of giving Lyon 
the start in the second of the team’s back-to-back games. “He was good. 
He’d probably like to have that first one back, but he dug in, made some 
real big saves and allowed us to at least get back in the game.” 

Starting because Frederik Andersen had played the night before and 
Antti Raanta was unavailable due to an upper-body injury, Lyon got a 
rude welcome back to the NHL. 

The Panthers got on the board first when their first shot of the night, a 
wrister in the slot by Huberdeau, beat Lyon five-hole for a 1-0 Florida 
lead just 65 seconds into the game. 

“I was really proud of the fact I let in a poor first goal and then was able to 
battle back,” Lyon said. “ 

The Hurricanes evened the score on the power play. With former 
Carolina prospect Eetu Loustarinen in the box for interference, Teuvo 

Teravainen shot from the left circle and picked the far side top corner on 
Bobrovsky to tie the game at 3:34 of the first. 

Florida regained the lead late in the first when, after Derek Stepan fell in 
the neutral zone, Carter Verhaeghe called his own number on an odd-
man rush and leaked a shot through Lyon to regain the lead at 2-1 at 
17:40 of the opening period. 

Verhaeghe extended the lead to two just 35 seconds into the second 
period by cleanly beating Lyon for the second time to make it 3-1. 

But after Skjei scored, Lyon settled in and finished the night with 33 
saves to help the Hurricanes get one point in the standings. 

“I felt like maybe the first 30 minutes of that game I was scrambling a bit, 
and then found a little bit of a rhythm there,” Lyon said. “But that’s pretty 
typical for being off for a while. It takes a little time to get the feel back.” 
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Hurricanes shake off rust, blow past Flames 

 

January 8, 2022  

Cory Lavalette Article, NHL, Sports 

 

RALEIGH — For most of the opening 20 minutes of Friday’s game, the 
Carolina Hurricanes looked like a team that hadn’t played since last 
weekend. 

The team that showed up for the second period looked like it hadn’t 
missed a beat. 

Carolina got goals from Derek Stepan, Andrei Svechnikov and Tony 
DeAngelo in the middle frame to seize control and never looked back, 
winning 6-3 for their fifth straight victory and a season sweep of the 
Calgary Flames in front of 16,281 at PNC Arena. 

“I kind of figured that was going to happen,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of his team’s slow start. “Playing a really good team 
that plays quick, plays hard. We’re just coming off that long break, and as 
much as you talk about it, you’ve got to be in the rhythm. It just took us a 
while.” 

After a disjointed first period that saw the Hurricanes outshot 21-10, 
Carolina more than doubled up the Flames 18-7 in the second and 
scored three times in 4:55. 

With the game tied 1-1, Steven Lorentz made a power move toward the 
Calgary net but lost control of the puck. It went right to Stepan, who put a 
shot past Dan Vladar (31 saves) for his fourth goal of the year to give 
Carolina its first lead at 7:40 of the second period. 

Just over 100 seconds later, Svechnikov doubled the lead when he was 
able to corral a pass that was behind him and fire a shot that tricked 
through Vladar at 9:22. 

Then, after a scramble near the Calgary net, DeAngelo cleaned up a 
loose puck to Vladar’s right and scored his sixth of the season to make it 
4-1 at 12:35. 

The Flames clawed their way back into the game, getting a goal from 
Matthew Tkachuk at 13:26 of the second and another from Johnny 
Gaudreau on a breakaway near the third period’s midway point to make it 
4-3 Carolina. 
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Svechnikov then took a penalty that gave Calgary a chance to tie the 
game on the power play. But Carolina’s penalty kill — last scored upon 
Dec. 7 — brushed off the Flames’ man advantage. 

“It’s been good. We’ve got to keep it going,” defenseman Brady Skjei 
said of the league’s second-ranked PK. 

Skjei then contributed offensively, ripping a shot past Vladar on a 
delayed penalty for the second three-point night of his career at 18:08. 
He has seven points in his last four games. 

“I’ve honestly had some pretty good looks coming right down the slot, 
and I’ve just been lucky to take advantage of those opportunities,” Skjei 
said. “Hopefully I can keep finding those spots and putting the puck in the 
back of the net.” 

Brind’Amour often talks about needing contributions from up and down 
the lineup, and while being half of a shutdown pair with Brett Pesce is 
Skjei’s main calling card, the coach knows there’s more to his game than 
defense. 

“It’s not really surprising to me that he’s able to do this,” Brind’Amour said 
of Skjei, who had two goals in Carolina’s last game, a 7-4 win in 
Columbus. 

Skjei doesn’t expect his hot streak to last forever. When asked if he can 
be expected to notch at least one goal a game going forward, he 
chuckled and suggested no one should put money down on his goal 
streak continuing in perpetuity. 

“No,” he said with a grin. “I would love to, but we’ll see how long this 
lasts. I’d say the betting odds of that lasting pretty small.” 

The Flames made a last-ditch effort by challenging Skjei’s goal for 
goaltender interference, but it failed, and Svechnikov got his second of 
the night and 12th of the season on the power play with 55 seconds 
remaining to put an end cap on a 6-3 win. 

“Always when you score you’re going to get more confident,” said 
Svechnikov, who has three goals and two assists in his last three games 
after managing just one point in the first five games of December. “It 
wasn’t lucky for me the last 10 games probably. I tried to shoot but it 
wasn’t going in. So thank god I scored a couple today and we’ll see from 
that.” 

None of it would have mattered had Carolina not survived the first — 
largely because of Frederik Andersen. 

The rust that Brind’Amour was worried about after a long layoff was 
evident early. Andersen (36 saves) blockered away a chance following a 
Lorentz neutral zone turnover, but that was quickly followed by another 
miscue that wound up in Carolina’s net. 

Jordan Staal attempted to chip the puck back to the defense at the 
Hurricanes’ blue line, but it instead went directly to Calgary’s Blake 
Coleman, who fired a shot that beat Andersen cleanly and gave the 
Flames a 1-0 lead 5:12 into the game. 

But despite allowing the most shots on goal in any period this season, 
Carolina escaped the first period even on the scoreboard thanks to 
Andersen and the equalizing goal with 2:45 left in the first. 

Skjei first worked the puck to the point, and Pesce’s shot was redirected 
by Jesper Fast — playing in his 500th career NHL game — past Vladar 
to tie the game at 1-1. 

“That was a turning point,” Brind’Amour said. “I think it was, “OK, wow. 
We’re not playing that great, but we’re not down.’” 

Fast, who also had an assist, said the Hurricanes of old were back at the 
start of the second. 

“I think we became a little bit of a different team after the first period 
there, and we really deserved the lead we got in the second period,” he 
said. 

Notes: Carolina won 39 of 63 faceoffs (62%), led by a 12-of-17 effort by 
Sebastian Aho. … Lorentz entered the game with five goals and no 
assists but earned to helpers in the win. … Lindholm now has points in all 
three games he’s played as a visitor in Raleigh, but he was held without 
a shot on goal on Friday. … Noah Hanifin, the other former Hurricanes 
draft pick traded to the Flames during the summer of 2019, was a minus-
3. … Jesperi Kotkaniemi assisted on Skjei’s goal and extended his point 
streak to a career-best six games. His previous longest point streak was 
Feb. 2-7, 2019, when he had goals in four straight games as a rookie 
with Montreal. 
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Flyers’ 3-2 loss to Sharks extends losing streak to five 

 

Giana Han 

 

The San Jose Sharks dealt the Flyers the first loss of their current losing 
streak and then extended it to five games just nine days later when they 
beat them, 3-2, Saturday night as Tomas Hertl’s goal in overtime gave 
him a hat trick.. 

Both teams struggled to maintain control of the puck through the first 
period. As they traded possession and skated back and forth, the Flyers 
generated 15 shots while the Sharks put 13 shots on goal, but few were 
high-danger chances. 

The scoreless first period was the first time the Flyers weren’t trailing 
after the initial 20 minutes since the last time they played the Sharks four 
games ago. 

While the Sharks came out in the second period with more energy, it took 
the Flyers longer to heat up. They traded shots, but by halfway through 
the second, the Flyers’ chances were much better than the Sharks’. 

This season, second periods have been a struggle for the Flyers. They 
have given up 43 second-period goals, second-most in the league. By 
not giving up one to the Sharks, the Flyers, for the first time this season, 
had consecutive games without surrendering a second-period goal. 

The Flyers, again, started slow, forcing goalie Martin Jones to make two 
early saves in the third period, but James van Riemsdyk flipped the 
switch for the team when he scored on a breakaway. Five minutes later, 
van Riemsdyk netted another, tipping in Cam York’s shot from the point 
on the power play. 

“We scored two quick goals and I think that was pretty fortunate because, 
honestly, if it wasn’t for Jonesy, we should’ve never been in that 
position,” Flyers interim coach Mike Yeo said. “I think we were lucky to 
get a point tonight and obviously we have to be better.” 

On their 37th attempt, the Sharks finally got the puck past Jones, their 
former teammate, when Hertl registered his 11th point in 12 games. 
Then, he notched his 12th point, which tied the game and sent it to 
overtime. 

Jones, who faced 47 shots, gave up a goal 43 seconds into the extra 
session on the first shot he faced in overtime. 

Leaving it all on the boards 

As they have most of the season, the Flyers struggled to move the puck 
into the offensive zone and set up any plays. They spent so much time 
trying to kill plays in the defensive zone, win battles on the boards, and 
gain control of the puck in the neutral zone that by the time they 
recovered the puck, they had to dump it and change shifts. 
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“I just remember us not having the puck a whole lot, to be honest with 
you,” Yeo said when describing the second period. “We put ourselves in 
a position where we had to defend the whole time and you build no 
momentum and the other team’s feeling good. I thought things got a little 
bit better as the period went on.” 

The Flyers killed several of their own opportunities when they turned over 
the puck. They had six giveaways. The Sharks also recorded seven 
takeaways. When the Flyers finally scored their first goal in the third, it 
wasn’t on a controlled offensive possession but on a breakaway. 

The Flyers finally found a rhythm offensively, but it didn’t last long. The 
Sharks responded with two of their own, and they outshot the Flyers, 20-
4, in the third. 

Fourth line spark 

Their names won’t show up on the stat sheets for it, but the fourth line 
helped spark a momentum shift for the Flyers. All game, they played with 
a different level of physicality, barreling after pucks and forechecking 
hard. 

That paid off in the second period when they started creating offense. On 
one possession halfway through the second period, they got off three 
shots, pulling the loudest cheer of the night from the crowd. After that, the 
team played some of its best hockey of the night and had its best 
opportunities. 

By the end of the second period, they had generated 13 chances and 
given up just three as a line, which was the best among all four lines. 
They started most of their shifts in the defensive zone, which meant they 
had to win the face-off and move the puck up the ice to create the 
chances. 

Cam York, No. 1 defenseman 

York went straight from AHL call-up to the top defenseman for the Flyers. 
After returning to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms following training camp, 
York didn’t return to Philadelphia until he was placed on the taxi squad 
for the West Coast trip. His chance came when Ivan Provorov tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Rather than shift the pairings, Yeo slid York right into Provorov’s spot on 
the top pair. York not only slid into his place in the lineup, he also slid into 
a similar role, logging the most minutes for the Flyers. 

“Guys come in; he’s got to perform and he’s got to accept that 
opportunity and he’s done that,” Yeo said. “He doesn’t seem to be shying 
away from it right now. He looks confident. He’s defending aggressively, 
assertively, and obviously part of his strength and a big part of his 
strength is his ability to move the puck.” 

In the two games since, York has continued to lead the Flyers in ice time, 
and he’s held his own against opposing top pairs. His partner Justin 
Braun commented that York wasn’t intimidated by the Sidney Crosby 
line. Then, against the Sharks, York took Keith Yandle’s place at the 
point on the top power play unit. 

York’s offensive contributions helped the Flyers push their lead to two in 
the third. After the Flyers passed the puck around, trying to generate an 
opportunity, York took a shot from the point. Van Riemsdyk tipped it in 
from his position in front of the net, and York recorded the assist. It was 
his first NHL career point. He finished with 23 minutes, 35 seconds of ice 
time, the most on the team, against the Sharks. 

What’s next 

The Flyers host the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday. They played them 
on Nov. 12 and dealt the Hurricanes their first home loss of the season in 
a 2-1 victory. 
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Flyers defenseman Nick Seeler, forward Jackson Cates removed from 
COVID-19 protocols; forward Derick Brassard out against Sharks 

 

Olivia Reiner 

 

After playing against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday with six 
players in COVID-19 protocols, the Flyers are gradually — and eagerly 
— welcoming players back to their lineup. 

Defenseman Nick Seeler and forward Jackson Cates, who entered 
protocols on Monday, came off the COVID list on Saturday in advance of 
the game against the San Jose Sharks. With Cates out of protocol, the 
Flyers assigned him to the active roster from the taxi squad. In turn, they 
returned defenseman Egor Zamula and forward Connor Bunnaman to 
the taxi squad. 

When Seeler tested positive during the Flyers’ West Coast trip, he said 
he was asymptomatic. The following day, Seeler said he felt a little tired 
and achy, but his symptoms improved after that. 

“When I tested positive, I was obviously very frustrated because I knew I 
was going to have to miss at least two games,” Seeler said before 
Saturday night’s game. “Thankfully, I’m able to play tonight. But I think 
that goes for pretty much every guy who gets it is going to be frustrated, 
especially if you’re asymptomatic and you test positive and you have to 
sit out three games or so.” 

The NHL’s modified protocol states that if an individual has no symptoms 
or their symptoms are improving after five days, they can leave isolation 
and rejoin their team with a negative PCR test or two negative molecular 
point of care tests. Thus, Cates and Seeler were able to rejoin the team 
five days after entering protocols. 

Back in the lineup for the first time since Jan. 1 against the Los Angeles 
Kings, Seeler figures to resume his penalty-killing responsibilities and to 
play on the second defensive pairing with right-shot Rasmus Ristolainen 
for the first time. For the majority of this season, Seeler has played out of 
his natural position, the left side, while paired with Keith Yandle. 

“[Ristolainen] brings that physicality that I enjoy, as well,” Seeler said. “So 
I think we’ll feed off each other nicely, and I’ll get back on the left side, 
which will be good as well.” 

Captain Claude Giroux, defensemen Ivan Provorov and Travis Sanheim, 
and forward Travis Konecny comprise the four Flyers still in COVID 
protocols. If all four are asymptomatic, test negative, and meet the 
requirements outlined by the NHL’s modified protocol, they could each be 
available to play in the Flyers’ next game against the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Tuesday. 

Brassard out injured, again 

After making his return to the Flyers’ lineup on Thursday night for the first 
time since Dec. 8 while dealing with a hip strain, forward Derick Brassard 
showed up at the facility the following day and, according to interim head 
coach Mike Yeo, he “didn’t feel good.” 

Now, Brassard is considered “day-to-day” and will miss Saturday night’s 
game. This is the second time that Brassard has entered and exited the 
lineup after one game. 

On Dec. 8 against the New Jersey Devils, Brassard re-entered the lineup 
for the first time since his game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Nov. 
23, when he initially sustained the injury. Against the Devils, Brassard re-
aggravated the injury and was forced to sit out for nearly a month. 

“I’m hopeful and optimistic that going forward we can put a good plan in 
place,” Yeo said. “And when he does return to play, again, I think that — I 
talked to him today — I’m going to very much make sure that he has a 
practice before he gets in there.” 
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Breakaways 

Goalie Martin Jones (13 games played, .906 save percentage, 3.36 goals 
against average) will start in net against the Sharks, his former team of 
six seasons. Jones did not play in San Jose on Dec. 30 because he 
started the night before against the Seattle Kraken. 
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As Jones gets his old team, Flyers are stretched thin some more 

 

BY JORDAN HALL Updated: Saturday at 12:20 p.m. ET 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — The bleakness of the Flyers' player availability 
situation isn't expected to improve much for the team's game Saturday at 
the Wells Fargo Center. 

If the process remains consistent with the NHL's modified COVID 
protocol, Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Travis Konecny and Travis 
Sanheim will miss the Flyers' matchup against the Sharks (7 p.m. 
ET/NBCSP). 

A player who tests positive for the coronavirus and is fully vaccinated 
must remain out at least five days. If they have no symptoms or their 
symptoms are resolving, a player is permitted to return following five 
days as long as they have a negative lab-based RT-PCR test and the 
requirements adhere with local health laws. 

Giroux and Provorov entered protocol Tuesday, which would make 
Saturday their fifth and final day of being out. Konecny and Sanheim 
were placed in protocol Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, on the team's injury front, it appears Derick Brassard (hip) for 
now will be rejoining Sean Couturier (upper body), Ryan Ellis (lower 
body) and Nate Thompson (shoulder). After missing 15 of the previous 
16 games, Brassard returned to the Flyers' decimated lineup Thursday in 
the lopsided 6-2 loss to the Penguins. 

He missed practice Friday and Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo said 
the veteran center is considered doubtful for Saturday and day to day 
moving forward. 

"He's been dealing with a lingering issue," Yeo said. "We came back 
from this trip, he had been skating, he felt good. He went into the game 
last game and today he didn't feel good." 

With recent call-up Gerry Mayhew (upper body) listed as day to day 
ahead of Thursday's game, the Flyers were down 10 players against 
Pittsburgh. 

Along with Brassard, Cam Atkinson also missed practice Friday. 
However, his absence was for a maintenance day. 

"He plays so hard, he's been giving so much," Yeo said. "It's been a bit of 
a stretch here with the number of guys that we've had out of the lineup. 
It's not just about who comes into the lineup, it's what you ask other guys 
to take on as far as extra responsibility, role and so on. He's been a 
warrior for us and he'll be in the lineup tomorrow and he'll be ready to 
go." 

Mayhew practiced Friday and could be the new forward to enter the 
lineup for Brassard. 

Joel Farabee-Scott Laughton-Cam Atkinson 

James van Riemsdyk-Kevin Hayes-Max Willman 

Oskar Lindblom-Morgan Frost-Gerry Mayhew 

Jackson Cates-Patrick Brown-Zack MacEwen 

Meanwhile, defenseman Nick Seeler and forward Jackson Cates may 
also be available. Both depth pieces entered COVID protocol Monday, 
which means they'll have the chance to exit protocol Saturday. 

"I know that Seeler and Cates were testing today," Yeo said. "I'm not 100 
percent sure if that means that they're cleared tomorrow with a negative 
test. We basically went into the day today with this group — with 
[Atkinson] in addition — assuming that this will be our lineup. If we get 
news that they are available tomorrow, then obviously we could make a 
change there if we need to." 

Jackson Cates and Nick Seeler have exited COVID protocol. 

Connor Bunnaman and Egor Zamula are back on taxi squad. 

Looks like Cates will draw in for Bunnaman, Seeler for Zamula. 
https://t.co/FZYeRmT8Nw— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) January 8, 2022 

Martin Jones will start in net for the Flyers, who are 13-15-6 overall and 
in desperate need of a win. They've lost four straight (0-3-1) and are 
starting to fight frustration again. 

"You have nine, 10 guys out, six guys in protocol," Scott Laughton said 
Thursday after the Flyers' loss. "It's a tough league to win that way." 

Jones is set to face his former club. In the offseason, he had the final 
three years of his contract bought out by the Sharks. 

Former Sharks Martin Jones and Justin Braun lead Flyersâ ™ stretches 
before team welcomes San Jose on Saturday. 
pic.twitter.com/XpoE4kRYFF— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) January 7, 
2022 

Carter Hart started for the Flyers on Tuesday and Thursday. He allowed 
six goals on 32 shots against the Penguins, who won their 10th in a row. 
Hart was not a big problem. Regardless, the Flyers wanted Jones to get 
a crack at his old team. 

"This is not about Hartsy and last game," Yeo said. "I don't think that we 
played nearly well enough in front of Hartsy to give him a chance. This 
was something that was in the plans for a while. Excited for Jonesy to get 
that opportunity." 
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Flyers Notebook: Yeo indicates club will be more careful next time with 
injured Brassard 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com | The Delaware 
County Daily Times PUBLISHED: January 8, 2022 at 10:12 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 8, 2022 at 10:12 p.m. 

 

Mike Yeo’s instinct before starting Derick Brassard for the first time in 
nearly a month Thursday was that the veteran forward first could have 
used a full practice. 

Turns out, that hunch was correct. 

With the Flyers extremely shorthanded due to health protocols and 
injuries, Yeo started the 34-year-old against the Penguins. Yet while 
logging more than 16 minutes in a four-goal loss, Brassard was slowed 
by the hip injury that had limited him to one game since Nov. 23. 

By Saturday, he was unable to play against the visiting San Jose Sharks. 
Yeo did not sound like another Brassard return is imminent. 

“It sounded like he had a good appointment Friday, and sort of got a 
better read on what’s going on,” the coach said. “I am hopeful and 
optimistic that going forward, we can put a good plan in place for when 
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he plays again. But it sounds like we have a good return-to-play plan for 
him.” 

Brassard supplied some early energy, but quickly appeared to tire. 

“He got a little more sore,” Yeo said. “We didn’t know about that until 
afterward. But I thought early in the game, he added something to us. 
He’s got the ability to make plays, to play on the power-play and the 
ability to play wing and center. He’d be a really useful player to have in 
our lineup.” 

The Flyers signed the veteran Brassard to a one-year contract last 
offseason, expecting to benefit from his experience. But the hip issue has 
limited him to 19 games, four goals and seven assists. 

“I talked to him,” Yeo said, “and I am very much going to make sure that 
he has a practice before he gets back in there.” 

• • • 

Yeo started Martin Jones in goal Saturday, aware that his contract was 
bought out by the Sharks at the end of last season. 

“It’s always exciting to play against your former team, and for a guy like 
Jonsey, he obviously played a lot of good hockey for that organization,” 
Yeo said. “These things happen in this business. We all know that. But at 
the same time, there is a sense of pride going up against your former 
team. So he is excited for the opportunity, and we’re excited to give him 
the opportunity.” 

• • • 

After a one-game audition, 21-year-old defenseman Egor Zamula was 
returned to the taxi squad, along with forward Connor Bunnaman. 

The Flyers maintain high hopes for the 6-3, 185-pound Zamula, who 
played two games for them last season. 

“I thought he moved the puck well and played with good poise,” Yeo said. 
“He needs to get bigger and stronger and learn to play heavier at the 
NHL level. But he is making good progress. We were very encouraged.” 

• • • 

Along with Jackson Cates, Nick Seeler returned Saturday after a three-
game Covid-list hitch. Seeler was paired on defense with Rasmus 
Ristolainen. 

“I am looking forward to playing with him,” Seeler said. “Obviously, he 
brings that physicality, and I enjoy that as well. So I think we’ll feed off 
each other nicely.” 

Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Travis Konecny and Travis Sanheim 
remained in Covid protocol, along with injured Sean Couturier (upper 
body), Nate Thompson (shoulder) and Ryan Ellis (lower body). 

• • • 

Former goaltender Robbie Moore, who made a quick impression in 1979, 
has died at 67, according to the Flyers Alumni Association. Moore 
suffered a heart attack and died in an Ontario hospital Thursday, reports 
said. He played in five regular-season games in 1979, generating two 
shutouts, then contributed to a first-round playoff triumph over 
Vancouver. 

He later played for the Washington Capitals. Moore was a member of the 
1979 champion Maine Mariners, the Flyers’ AHL affiliate. A club 
statement said “Our thoughts and prayers are with the Moore family and 
loved ones during this difficult time.” 
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Blue Jackets earn first regulation win in over a month on Jakub Voracek's 
big night 

 

BAILEY JOHNSON   | The Columbus Dispatch 

 

The common theme throughout this season for the Blue Jackets is their 
inability to string three full periods of hockey together. 

They might play a good first, or a good third, or maybe two good periods 
out of three, but the sought-after "full 60" has proved elusive, particularly 
on their recent 3-10-1 skid.  

But Saturday, though it wasn't seamless, the Jackets played their most 
complete game in weeks and came away with a 4-3 win over New Jersey 
— their first regulation win since Dec. 5. 

"The past couple games, we’ve gotten the lead or a team’s tied it and we 
weren’t able to maintain the consistency throughout the game," 
defenseman Andrew Peeke said. "Tonight, we responded really well and 
kept it together, played hard. I think you can guys can say that you saw 
us compete and battle really hard for 60 minutes. That was the biggest 
thing. We stayed cool, we stayed calm and were able to get the win." 

In the first five minutes of the game, Columbus led 2-0 on goals from 
forwards Oliver Bjorkstrand and Boone Jenner. But by the time the period 
was over, the Devils had evened the score, taking advantage of lapses 
by the Jackets that, in previous games, would've proved insurmountably 
deflating.  

This time, they managed to keep their heads above water and not panic. 

Rookie forward Yegor Chinakhov scored his second goal of the season 
to regain the lead at 9:31 of the second period, though the Devils were 
able to tie the game again minutes later. But once again, the Jackets 
didn't collapse or panic when the game was tied, and a full-extension 
save from Joonas Korpisalo sent them to the locker room for the second 
intermission tied at three goals apiece. 

"A save like that wins us the game," Peeke said. "Coming into the locker 
room, coming off a save like that, right at the end of the period on the 
(penalty kill), that’s just a momentum-booster for us. Even though the 
period ends, we feel in the locker room that it’s a game-changing save 
that can work in our favor." 

Exactly five minutes into the third period, Bjorkstrand scored his second 
goal of the night — a one-timer from the high slot — to give the Jackets 
the lead for the third time. And this time, they were able to hang on.  

The final minutes weren't without drama, particularly after New Jersey 
pulled goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood for an extra attacker with two 
minutes left, but in the end, Columbus hung on and did just enough to get 
back in the win column. 

"I thought we played some good minutes," Bjorkstrand said. "Maybe at 
some times, some details could’ve straightened up a little bit, but I think 
we’re going in the right direction. ... I think we’re getting there now. Now 
the key is to keep this going. We can’t take steps backwards." 

Jakub Voracek celebrates 1,000 NHL games 

After playing in his 1,000th NHL game Thursday in New Jersey — a 3-1 
loss in which he was held off the scoresheet — Jakub Voracek was 
honored ahead of Saturday's game for the milestone. 

Tribute videos with comments from former teammates played throughout 
the night, and before the game, Voracek was presented with the 
traditional silver stick, a painting celebrating his career and a customized 
Rolex watch from his teammates, past and present.  

Once the game started, Voracek was ready to kick off the celebration 
with a bang. He played the first 2:01 of the game — joking after the game 
that he almost had a stroke after such a long shift — and set up 
Bjorkstrand's goal to open the scoring. He finished with two primary 
assists, bringing him into a tie with Avalanche forward Nathan 
MacKinnon for the most primary assists in the NHL with 20. 
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"He ended up being a real big part of this game for us," Jackets coach 
Brad Larsen said. "Two primary assists, makes some great plays for us. 
He’s a passionate hockey player. Loves to play. Hates losing. He’s an 
important guy for us. Happy to see him, in this game, (with) the 
magnitude of the milestone, that he was able to contribute and help for 
the win." 

Bjorkstrand was the beneficiary of both of Voracek's assists, and the 
magnitude of teaming up with Voracek for two goals on the night he was 
celebrated for his 1,000th game wasn't lost on Bjorkstrand.  

"That was awesome," Bjorkstrand said. "With him, I feel like you just 
have to find the open space and he’ll give you the puck. I’ve gotta try to 
find that space a little more often. He’ll definitely pass it. It’s fun to be a 
part of." 

Joonas Korpisalo gets first win since Nov. 22 

It hasn't been an easy season for Korpisalo, who saw his teammate Elvis 
Merzlikins sign a five-year extension before the season started — a 
move that indicated this will likely be Korpisalo's final season in 
Columbus.  

On the ice, Korpisalo struggled, and off the ice, he battled through two 
bouts of illness — a non-COVID illness in early December that was 
severe enough to land him on injured reserve and COVID-19 at the end 
of December — before having to step in as the starter after Merzlikins 
suffered a lower-body injury Jan. 1.  

It was clear that Korpisalo wasn't himself when he made his first start in 
over a month on Tuesday against Tampa, but he showed signs of 
regaining his form Thursday in New Jersey despite the loss. 

Saturday, he made his third consecutive start for the first time all season 
and finally picked up a win, his first since Nov. 22 and his first win at 
home since April 6. Korpisalo finished with 27 saves on 30 shots. 

"Thrilled for Korpi," Larsen said. "He’s had a year. He really has. A lot of 
crazy things have happened. Felt like last game, he found his rhythm 
again. Settled in. He had another solid game tonight. It’s good to see him 
get in the win column." 

Korpisalo's save on Nico Hischier at the end of the second period was 
the type of game-changing save goalies dream about. On the power 
play, Hischier received a pass from Jack Hughes and had nothing but net 
as he released a one-timer. Somehow, Korpisalo pushed across the 
crease, extended into a full split and snagged the puck out of the air. 

Peeke, who was on the ice with a front-row seat to Korpisalo's heroics, 
was blown away. 

"That save was ridiculous," Peeke said. "I was on the ice. I was right 
there. Seeing that that close was unbelievable. ... Unbelievable save. 
Should be number one on SportsCenter for sure." 

Andrew Peeke leans into physicality 

Peeke has put an emphasis on playing a more physical game this 
season, and that emphasis was on full display Saturday. He set a career-
high in hits with eight and was a disruptive presence throughout the 
game. 

After Thursday's loss, facing the Devils again two days later gave the 
Jackets an opportunity to directly apply the lessons they learned and 
work to produce a better outcome. One of the areas they identified for 
improvement was the physical play — something Peeke doesn't need an 
invitation to engage in. 

"Reviewing from last game, looking at some of their forwards, if you play 
physical on them and limit their time and space, it makes it tough for 
them," Peeke said. "There’s abilities to turn over pucks and that leads to 
transition for us. Tonight, I really tried to focus on that, eliminate plays 
and take out the body." 

Blue Jackets one-timers 

-Forwards Jack Roslovic, Emil Bemstrom and Max Domi didn't see the 
ice in the final eight minutes of the third period while the Jackets 
defended a one-goal lead. Domi finished with the highest time on ice of 
the three with 11:52 and two shots on goal, while Roslovic attempted two 
shots (none on goal) in 11:30 and Bemstrom played a team-low 7:40. 

-Bjorkstrand scored two goals for the third time this season and 14th time 
of his career to bring his total to 11 goals this year. He has never had a 
hat trick. 

-Rookie forward Cole Sillinger played the final 43 seconds of the game 
while the Devils had a six-on-five advantage, including winning a key 
battle along the boards to clear the puck out of the Jackets' defensive 
zone with under 25 seconds left to play.  

-Forward Boone Jenner had a game-high seven shots on goal, his most 
of the season. He also had three shots blocked to finish with 10 total 
attempts in 22:11 on ice. He scored one goal while centering a pass from 
behind the net that bounced off Hughes' skate and into the Devils' net.  

-In his return from missing two games while on the COVID-19 protocol 
list, Zach Werenski played a game-high 27:20 with two shots on goal, 
three total attempts, two blocked shots and one hit. 
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Zach Werenski returns from COVID protocol, will play Saturday against 
Devils 

 

BAILEY JOHNSON   | The Columbus Dispatch 

 

After missing the last two games while on the NHL's COVID-19 protocol 
list, Blue Jackets defenseman Zach Werenski has cleared protocol and is 
set to return to the lineup Saturday night. 

The team activated Werenski from the COVID-19 protocol list Saturday 
afternoon, after Werenski joined his teammates for a morning skate 
Saturday morning. Werenski initially tested positive on Monday. 

"I felt great," Werenski said. "No symptoms. I think that's the frustrating 
part. I was actually kind of sick the week before, head cold, didn't feel 
great. Finally, I'm starting to feel good and I test positive. Obviously, I 
was a little frustrated, but it's good to be back." 

As the Jackets' top defenseman, Werenski's absence left a large hole on 
the blue line — only two other players in the league average more time 
on ice per game than Werenski does. Columbus went 0-2 without 
Werenski in the lineup. 

"He's our number one defenseman," Jackets coach Brad Larsen said. "... 
The ice time, his ability to skate, be elusive on exits, arrivals, the danger 
he brings up the ice off the rush. There's so many elements to his game 
that we miss. We're excited to have him back."  
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Five observations: Blue Jackets snap losing skid on Jakub Voracek’s big 
night 

 

By Aaron Portzline  
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Jan 9, 2022 

  

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five observations from the Blue Jackets’ 4-3 win 
over the New Jersey Devils on Saturday in Nationwide Arena: 

1. Jake’s night 

Two nights after playing in his 1,000th NHL game, Blue Jackets winger 
Jakub Voracek was honored before a beyond-capacity crowd in 
Nationwide. These are rare and special nights, and they’re memorable. 

The Blue Jackets put together a powerful video montage that included 
testimonials from Voracek’s teammates through the years, both in his 
early days with the Blue Jackets and from his decade with the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

Voracek watched from the bench with his teammates, then was 
summoned over to the corner of the ice, where his parents, his girlfriend 
and two children stood to celebrate. 

He was presented with a silver stick, a Rolex watch from past and 
present teammates in Columbus and a stunning montage that showed 
Voracek in his classic crouched position, wearing the sweaters of the 
Blue Jackets, the Flyers and the Czech Republic national team. 

The ceremony delayed the start of the game by about 12 minutes, and 
Voracek was appropriately in the starting lineup. 

“I had about a two-minute shift right off the get-go,” Voracek said. “Almost 
had a stroke. That was a tough one after standing for so long.” 

Voracek went on to have a tremendous game, picking up two primary 
assists, sprawling before a Devils player’s stick to prevent a seemingly 
certain goal and leading a power play that finally scored. 

“It was kind of an overwhelming night for me,” Voracek said. “It might not 
seem like it, but I really don’t like the attention as much as people think. 
I’m not myself like that. 

“It was cool to see my ex-teammates talking and to have my family on 
the ice. It was a big honor. That’s a nice watch. Beautiful picture. Just a 
great experience, and I’m really happy. But in some kind of weird way, 
I’m glad it’s behind me and we can get on with the rest of the year now.” 

2. Breathe … a win 

Voracek was asked if his favorite song, Bruce Springsteen’s “Atlantic 
City,” was cued up in the dressing room after the game. It was not, he 
said. The Blue Jackets had another tune to play, one they hadn’t heard in 
a while. 

“Live Is Life” by Opus, which was recorded in 1984, is the Blue Jackets’ 
song of choice after victories, and it must have sounded nice. The Blue 
Jackets have won only four of their past 15 games (4-10-1) and hadn’t 
won a game in regulation since Dec. 5. 

“There are some things to clean up,” Blue Jackets coach Brad Larsen 
said, “but I’m happy for the guys.” 

Nothing is easy right now for the Blue Jackets, even though they jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead only 4:03 into the game. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand scored the first of his two goals with a one-timer off a 
sterling Voracek pass across the Royal Road only 2:01 into the game. 
(How long might Voracek’s opening shift had lasted if Bjorkstrand hadn’t 
scored there?) 

Boone Jenner made it 2-0 at 4:03 by throwing the puck out into the slot 
from behind the net in hopes of a bounce. He got one, too, as the puck 
collided with a Devils player’s skates and shot into the net. 

The Devils came back with two goals late in the first, including one with 
19.6 seconds left on which the Blue Jackets appeared to think the horn 
was going to sound earlier than it did. 

“We have a really good first period, but they get three chances and two 
are in our net,” Larsen said. “It’s a bad faceoff read (on the 2-1 goal), and 
the other one is an effort play, which is frustrating. We can’t have that. 

“It’s going to take every guy. We can’t have one passenger.” 

The Blue Jackets led 3-2 midway through the second when Sean 
Kuraly’s forechecking led to a doorstep goal for rookie Yegor Chinakhov, 
but the Devils responded again, only four minutes later. 

Voracek and Bjorkstrand hooked up again five minutes into the third to 
give the Blue Jackets the lead for good. 

3. Take the body 

The Blue Jackets came out of Thursday’s loss in New Jersey with the 
feeling that they needed to be more physical with the Devils in Saturday’s 
matchup. 

“We reviewed our last game, looking at some of their forwards,” Blue 
Jackets defenseman Andrew Peeke said. “If you played physical and 
limited their time and space, it makes it tough on them. 

“Tonight, I really tried to focus on that, just eliminating plays and taking 
out the body.” 

Peeke was the leader of the pack, totaling a career-high eight hits. His 
best of the night was a wipeout of New Jersey’s A.J. Greer off the rush. 
Peeke lowered the boom near the right faceoff dot, and Greer ended up 
crumpled in the corner. 

“You certainly like to see us more physical,” Larsen said. 

But there’s some fine-tuning to do, too. Larsen thought the Devils skated 
off the wall too easily, a complaint he’s levied for a while. 

“If they’re going to come out of the corner with the puck, they have to 
come out with somebody on them,” Larsen said. “They can’t come out 
clean. That caused a little bit of problems. 

“But the guys tried to be a little bit more physical tonight. We talked about 
it. it was good to see.” 

Peeke appeared to be getting under New Jersey’s skin as the game 
progressed. At 6:36 of the third period, the Devils’ Michael McLeod got 
up from a Peeke hit and cross-checked him in the throat or face. 

The Blue Jackets didn’t score on the power play, but it helped them 
control play in the third. 

“If I can draw a penalty, I’ll take that any day,” Peeke said. “It helps the 
team. That’s a big moment in the game. 

“The biggest thing (tonight) was our compete level, our battle level. You 
could see it in all three periods, all three zones. When we play like that, 
we’re a tough team to play against.” 

4. What a save! 

The score was tied 3-3 late in the second period when Blue Jackets 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo made the save of the game, and maybe the 
save of the season. 

New Jersey was on the power play when defenseman Jack Hughes 
zipped the puck across the zone to Devils captain Nico Hischier, who 
was all alone in the right circle. Hischier let fly what seemed certain to be 
a goal, but Korpisalo lunged to his left — his leg splayed awkwardly — 
and made tremendous glove stop. 

“I told him that’s the best save I’ve ever seen,” Voracek said. “Everything 
tastes better with a win. Korpi was great. Outstanding. He needed that 
game, too. I’m happy for him because he’s an excellent goaltender.” 

Korpisalo had 27 saves for his first win since Nov. 22 and his first win in 
Nationwide since April 6, 2021. With Elvis Merzlikins out with a lower-
body injury, Korpisalo has made three consecutive starts for the first time 
all season. 
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Twice in December, Korpisalo battled illness. The first was worse than 
the second, he said, but the second was COVID-19, so he was sidelined 
again. 

This could be Korpisalo’s last season with the organization — he’s an 
unrestricted free agent after this season, and the club has committed 
contractually to Merzlikins — but nobody wanted to see it end on such a 
bad note. 

In recent days, he seems to have rediscovered his game. 

“Thrilled for Korpi, just because he’s … he’s had a year, he really has,” 
Larsen said. “A lot of crazy things have happened. It felt like last game he 
found his rhythm and settled in and had another solid game tonight. 
Good to see him get a win. 

“You’re going to see that save on a few highlights tonight.” 

5. Snacks 

The Jackets welcomed defenseman Zach Werenski back into the lineup 
after he missed two games in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol. Werenski 
wasn’t cleared in time to practice with the club, but he stepped into the 
lineup and played 27:17, the most of any player for either team. … 
Larsen shortened his bench in the final eight minutes of the game, but 
some of the decisions he made were telling. Rookies Cole Sillinger and 
Chinakhov continued to play, with Sillinger out for the closing minutes of 
the game. Meanwhile, a line of Max Domi, Jack Roslovic and Emil 
Bemstrom didn’t play at all in the final eight minutes. … Bjorkstrand now 
has 14 two-goal games but still no hat tricks. He was on the ice with the 
Devils’ net empty at the end of Saturday’s game but couldn’t find a 
shooting lane. Three of his two-goal games have come against the 
Devils. … In seven career starts against New Jersey, Korpisalo is now 5-
2-0 with a .934 save percentage and 1.85 goals-against average. … 
Jenner led the way with 11 shot attempts, seven on goal. … The Blue 
Jackets are off Sunday. They’ll return to practice Monday. 
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Ryan Johnson playing a big role since Canucks management turnover 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Publishing date:Jan 08, 2022  

 

Canucks senior director of player development Ryan Johnson speaking 
to the media during 2019 Vancouver Canucks development camp at the 
University of BC. 

Almost from the day he was hired as Vancouver Canucks president of 
hockey operations, Jim Rutherford has brought a quartet of names. 

All four are former players and are holdovers from the previous regime — 
two having been in management for only a few months, another for only 
a few years, the fourth for nearly three decades. 

Henrik and Daniel Sedin, Stan Smyl and Ryan Johnson have all heard 
public praise for their work from their new boss. Smyl even got a 
promotion. 

Johnson, though, has had a big hands-on role to fill and Rutherford has 
been especially appreciative. After assistant general manager Chris Gear 
and director of hockey operations Jonathan Wall were fired by owner 
Francesco Aquilini — Rutherford has made it clear it wasn’t his call — 
Rutherford was going to need a trusted hand to take over management 

of the Canucks’ salary cap situation, which had proven to be a delicate 
balance for several years. 

Wall and Gear managed the contractural whims and desires of 
ownership and general manager Jim Benning for several seasons, doing 
what they could for a less than optimal contractural structure. 

Before Rutherford took over, Johnson’s duties had him trying to lead a 
short-staffed player development department and also run the day-to-day 
operations of an understaffed AHL team. 

On top of serving as GM of the Abbotsford Canucks and as senior 
director of player development, the 45-year-old Johnson also was asked 
to take on salary cap management. 

“Jim right from Day 1 has put a lot of trust in me,” Johnson said. “I’ve 
enjoyed working under him.” 

Johnson played collegiate hockey for the University of North Dakota. 
Drafted in 1994 by the Florida Panthers, he played in both the AHL and 
NHL for the Panthers. His NHL career lasted until 2011 during which he 
suited up for the Tampa Bay Lightning, St. Louis Blues, the Canucks and 
the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Johnson’s played for a lot of teams, a lot of coaches and a lot of 
managers. He was first hired in 2013 by the Canucks as a player 
development consultant. 

Johnson says he’s already learned a lot from working for Rutherford. 

“I consider myself somebody who is very observant, as a player and now 
on the other side of the wall here,” he said. “Sometimes you’ve got to 
keep your mouth shut and just do good work and listen.” 

“I realized how fortunate a situation this is (with Rutherford) — this is 
somebody who’s won multiple Stanley Cups.” 

And underneath it all, he feels fortunate to be doing what he’s doing. 

“Especially in this world, the hockey side of things is very small and 
minuscule. Look at the flooding situation in Abbotsford. Or the 
pandemic,” he said. “Those are people who are going through real 
stress.” 

“It puts it into perspective, and so you enjoy what you do.” 
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Canucks: Boeser will travel to Florida. Maybe Pettersson too 

 

Patrick Johnston 

Publishing date:Jan 08, 2022  

 

Vancouver Canucks Brock Boeser. 

Brock Boeser will finally join his Vancouver Canucks’ teammates, but not 
until the team arrives in Florida on Sunday. 

Canucks head coach Bruce Boudreau confirmed Saturday that the 
winger had returned to Canada earlier this week but with him required to 
quarantine by the Public Health Agency of Canada despite being 
symptom-free, he was allowed to drive back to the U.S. — he is an 
American citizen — and fly east to his family home in Minnesota, where 
he completed his NHL-mandated 10 day protocol. 
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Boudreau indicated that after visiting with his family, Boeser would then 
fly on to Florida to join up with his teammates, ahead of Tuesday’s game 
in Sunrise against the Panthers. 

Justin Dowling and Phil Di Giuseppe remain in quarantine in Vancouver 
and it’s not clear when they’ll be cleared to return by federal quarantine 
officers. 

Dowling, Di Giuseppe and Boeser had all flown north together on a plane 
operated by LIFESUPPORT Air Medical Services, the same Nanaimo-
based specialist charter company that the Edmonton Oilers used before 
Christmas to fly Jesse Puljujarvi, who was COVID-19 positive, home from 
Seattle to Edmonton. 

Postmedia News has learned that Jason Dickinson, who tested positive a 
week ago in Seattle, remained in the U.S. after testing negative and 
clearing a five-day isolation minimum. He’ll also fly to Florida in the 
coming days to join up with the Canucks. 

It’s also possible that Elias Pettersson may be on Sunday’s team flight. 
Saturday was the fifth day of Pettersson’s initial isolation period and, if he 
returns a negative test, the team was hopeful he’d be cleared to fly 
Sunday. 

As an organization, the Canucks are doing quite the COVID juggle these 
days. 

An outbreak on the AHL squad saw the Abbotsford Canucks play with 
just 10 forwards and five defencemen Friday against Bakersfield, Calif. 
On Saturday morning, two forwards — Justin Bailey and Sheldon 
Rempal — a defenceman — Ashton Sautner — and goalie Spencer 
Martin were called up from Abbotsford to the taxi squad and are 
expected to travel with the NHL Canucks on their trip. 

Between the taxi squad, the five players put into protocol Friday — Adam 
Brubacher, Sheldon Dries, Carson Focht, Will Lockwood and Jett Woo — 
and a few players on the injured list — including Brady Keeper, who 
broke his leg in training camp but was supposed to be one of the top AHL 
defencemen this season — Abbotsford was left with just eight forwards 
and four defencemen Saturday. 

Ryan Johnson, who’s wearing multiple hats in Canucks’ management at 
the moment but general manager of the Abbotsford Canucks remains 
one of his official titles, said more than ever that it’s not smart to make 
plans when you’re managing in the minors. 

“You go to bed at night with what might be a shell of players but when 
you wake up at five you go, ‘OK, what is going to come today,’ ” he said. 

The Abbotsford Canucks are in the middle of a four-game set at home 
against the Bakersfield Condors, but it wasn’t always clear that the series 
would actually happen. A week ago the AHL Canucks had only 10 
players who weren’t hurt or dealing with COVID. As the weekend 
progressed, Johnson, who has also been tasked with managing the NHL 
Canucks’ salary cap by new president of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford, was in constant contact with the AHL head office and 
Bakersfield. 

“I had no idea if we could play,” he admitted. “You’re trying to be 
transparent with the league, with Bakersfield. They were flying up on 
Monday. There’s so many people to consider. 

“It’s when you think you’re OK that you’re going to get into trouble,” he 
joked. 

But both teams press on. Even before Friday, Johnson had signed six 
players out of the ECHL on short-term contracts. Saturday, he was 
working to bring in three more. 

Having the AHL team closer to the NHL team — the AHL team used to 
be in Utica, N.Y., which was at least two plane flights away — has clear 
benefits, but it’s still not perfect. 

“When we were in Utica, in the northeast U.S. we had multiple 
possibilities for call-ups. We could get guys in on the day of the game. 

They could drive up, play for us, then still be back with their ECHL team 
for a game the next day,” he said. “Here they have to fly in. They have to 
get tested (for COVID) before they travel. Testing is a major issue (in the 
U.S.) right now, it’s not easy to get one. 

“Getting guys in on a short time frame is extremely challenging.” 

Boudreau once had to think about all these kinds of things. He coached 
the ECHL’s Mississippi Sea Wolves for three seasons in the late 1990s, 
winning the league title in 1999. His son Ben is now head coach of the 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) Komets of the ECHL. Father and son talk every day, 
Boudreau said. 

In the four days between Christmas and new year’s, there were nearly 
250 transactions between the ECHL and the AHL, as AHL teams shored 
up their lineups in a knock-on effect from NHL teams calling up players 
due to their own COVID protocol situations. 

“I’m glad I don’t have to worry about it (directly). I worry about it, because 
Abbotsford is part of our organization and where they’re going to get 
players. But it’s an unfortunate thing. I mean, I love the East Coast 
League and they’re getting killed with this as is the American League,” 
Boudreau said. 

“It’s nice that he is cognizant of that,” Johnson said, when told of 
Boudreau’s remarks. “It’s refreshing.” 
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NHL style power rankings: The hottest and coldest Winter Classic, and 
introducing our new guest contributors 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jan 8, 2022  

  

Just like our slightly annoying older brother — Dom and Sean’s power 
rankings — the style power rankings took a little holiday break in light of, 
y’know, the extended holiday break. 

But players seem to be matching the uptick in goals around the NHL with 
absolute heaters off the ice. We’re back just in time for some of the 
strongest outfits in recent memory, and we’ve got a twist to the style 
rankings to kick off the new year. 

I’m thrilled to announce that “Missin Curfew” co-hosts Shane O’Brien and 
Scottie Upshall — noted on- and off-ice legends — will be contributing to 
the style rankings. Beginning next week, the former NHLers will give us 
their takes on the state of fashion in the NHL, and they’ll pick their own 
favorite looks for each style rankings. 

If you listen to Upshall and O’Brien’s podcast, you know two things: 

1. They are perfect for this 

2. It’s going to be fun 

They also just so happened to catch up this week with our No. 1 pick for 
this edition of the rankings. So let’s get going. 

10. Nikita Zadorov 

Previously: Unranked 

On the right here: 

Hold on, do I actually hate this from Nikita Zadorov? Or do I hate it so 
much that I actually like it? Ironic fashion is played out, but I don’t know if 
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I’d call this that. Whatever this is, it bullied me in middle school before 
driving away in its mom’s Range Rover. It keeps trying to sell me a pen. 

Let’s keep an eye on Zadorov. 

9. Braden Holtby 

Previously: 9 

Highest all-time ranking: 9 

On the left: 

I love nothing more than a personal twist on a trend. Braden Holtby’s 
whole pinstripe-y three-piece-suit thing is in, and he puts his own spin on 
it with a longer jacket and the detailing in the suit opening. I would have 
preferred a black tie with this, but what do I know? 

8. Sebastian Aho 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 10 

Check out Sebastian Aho on the top right: 

It’s the hair. It’s definitely the hair. 

7. Ryan Reaves 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 2 

On the left: 

Another classic look with a two-tone flare from Ryan Reaves. Nothing 
wrong with finding a vibe that works for you and running with it. 

6. Elvis Merzlikins 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 2 

I love that a man named Elvis Merzlikins continues to live up to his name. 
You can’t be named Elvis and not wear a detailed, studded suit on New 
Year’s. The color coordination is a nice touch. 

5. Steven Stamkos 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 6 

Steven Stamkos reaches a new style-rankings personal best with more 
of his “straight out of GQ and/or a watch commercial” style. I enjoy his 
attention to detail. 

4. Matt Duchene 

Previously: Unranked 

What an entrance Matt Duchene is making in his style rankings debut 
here. The ’80s are back, folks, but only if you do it right. I love the two-
tone blue and the bright white sneakers. I love the slicked-back hair. I 
love the palm tree backdrop. It’s giving me modern-day Miami Vice vibes. 

3. Victor Hedman 

Previously: Unranked 

Top right: 

Victor Hedman’s style rankings debut was probably overdue, as I’m told 
his teammates consider him the best-dressed Lightning player. That’s a 
tall task on the best-dressed team in the league, but 6-foot-6 Hedman is 
taller. Man, these guys just know how to dress. They perfectly embody a 
back-to-back Cup team. They don’t have to go overboard to prove to you 
they know what they’re doing. 

2. Patrik Laine 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: 1 

Patrik Laine re-entered the lineup, and his outfits immediately re-entered 
my heart and mind, rent free. 

Though I appreciate subtlety, timelessness and simple, well-fitted suits 
from guys like Reaves, Stamkos and Tom Wilson, we all know I’m a 
sucker for flash and fun. Life has been hard for everyone lately, and 
there’s arguably no better way to combat the bad vibes than entering the 
new year in a James Bond suit. 

As we head into 2022, I urge you to find the James Bond suit of your life 
and wear whatever makes you happy. Extra points for finger guns. 

I know some of you hate the flash, and I know some of you will really 
hate the monochrome color selection. But as cultural icons Frank Sinatra 
and Kermit the Frog once said, “it’s not easy bein’ green.” 

1. The St. Louis Blues 

Previously: Unranked 

Here at the NHL style rankings, we rarely give full-team accolades. But 
part of the beauty of the Blues’ arrival to the coldest Winter Classic of all 
time in beach attire was the buy-in. There were no passengers with this 
theme. Everyone hopped off the bus looking like they were auditioning 
for a Jimmy Buffet music video. It just so happened to be minus-6 
degrees. 

The Athletic’s Jeremy Rutherford got the scoop on how it all came about, 
and Blues goalie Jordan Binnington gave our boys at “Missin Curfew” 
some additional details: 

“We went back and forth for a while,” he said. “(Torey Krug) and I were 
trying to spark the conversation months prior, like, ‘Hey guys, what are 
we gonna wear to the Winter Classic?’ Throwing ideas out there. Then 
two days before, the group chat goes off and it’s, ‘Hey boys, what do you 
think we should wear?’ Everyone’s chiming in, and we end up at 
lumberjacks. We’ve got like 30 lumberjack (outfits) sitting upstairs. Then 
two nights prior, we didn’t know if that was it. (Ryan O’Reilly) came up 
with the (beach) idea. Some guys were not into it. It was a little bit out of 
some guys’ comfort zones. Obviously, it’s a big game — you’re in the 
NHL. If the game doesn’t go well, it’s like what are we gonna do, walk out 
of there after a loss with Wet Republic gear on?” 

The team held a vote, and beach attire won 13-10. 

“I was impressed with some of the outfits, man. … I’m happy we did it,” 
Binnington said. “We kinda figured, when we’re 50 years old looking 
back, looking at the pictures of you coming off the bus in the beachwear 
is a lot more fun to look at than a suit.” 

You absolutely love to see it, and I’m choosing to believe the dedication 
to the theme led to the Blues’ 6-4 win. 

I also want to point out that the Blues’ video has over 2,000 retweets, 
10,500 likes and almost 1 million views. It’s not every day an NHL team 
account gets that kind of traction. Having a little fun is good for the game. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Wayne Simmonds, Matt Dumba and HDA relive 
racist experiences for a common goal — ‘a beacon of hope for kids’ 

 

By Pierre LeBrun  
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Jan 8, 2022  

  

Wayne Simmonds has a message for those who don’t think racism is a 
“hockey thing.” 

The Toronto Maple Leafs forward has seen and felt the effects. 

“To anyone who is saying, ‘Stop it, it’s not the game of hockey. It’s a 
societal thing’ — You’re right, it is a societal thing,” he said in an 
interview with The Athletic this week. “But at the same time, as a 
minority, we play this game that we love so much and it’s a battle for us 
to even be comfortable in our own skin. So to say it’s not a hockey thing 
is completely wrong. Because it is a hockey thing. It happens multiple 
times. I don’t know how many stories I’ve heard this year.” 

This year. 

There is still racism in hockey. 

That statement is painful. But it’s the truth. 

It’s why a campaign launched this weekend by the Hockey Diversity 
Alliance (HDA) in partnership with Budweiser Canada is happening — 
and looking to advance an uncomfortable conversation. 

“Our goal is not to tarnish the reputation of the game,” Simmonds said. 
“Our goal is to make this game better. A safe space for everybody, an all-
encompassing game.” 

Picture a sport where kids aren’t dropping out because of the colour of 
their skin. 

“By the time they turn 12 they start to hear racist comments and they 
start to internalize what that means,” said Simmonds, an HDA member. 
“Honest to God, it makes you as a player and as a human being feel like 
garbage. To see so many great athletes who could actually do something 
in the game of hockey drop out because of their skin colour or their 
religious beliefs or whatever it may be, that’s not fair.” 

More than anything, that’s the HDA’s motivation: make the game better 
for the next generation. 

“I just hope this becomes a beacon of hope for kids who are going 
through it,” said Minnesota Wild defenceman Matt Dumba. “Because the 
generation before, we didn’t know where to go and who to talk to. Who 
was on our side?” 

The new HDA campaign is called #TapeOutHate, with hockey tape 
bearing the slogan being sold online starting this weekend at 
shopbeergear.ca and in Canadian Tire stores starting Jan. 22; $1 from 
each roll of tape sold will go toward the HDA for its fundraising initiatives. 

“Budweiser (Canada) coming to us, at the HDA, and wanting to form an 
allyship was special in itself knowing that such a powerful player as 
Budweiser wanted to back our mission statement which is to eradicate 
racism from our game,” said Dumba. “It’s not on the priority list for a lot of 
corporations, it’s a hard topic to talk about. We really appreciate them 
sticking their necks out for us.” 

Dumba and Simmonds are joined by fellow HDA members Akim Aliu, 
Anthony Duclair and Nazem Kadri in a commercial that is raw and 
impactful, featuring the players sharing personal stories. 

“We thought it was extremely powerful,” Simmonds said. “And that it 
would help continue the conversation and help us gain some more allies 
and allow us to … you know hockey is obviously a great game, but it 
could be better without the racism.” 

In the commercial, Simmonds recalls the September 2011 pre-season 
NHL game in London, Ont., when a fan threw a banana on the ice. 

“As hard as it is to relive it, as long you’re going to have the effect on 
people who look like you, who may have gone through the same thing, 
it’s completely worth it to me,” said Simmonds. 

Simmonds also recalls in our interview a 2012 incident during the NHL 
lockout when he played in the Czech Republic. During one game, a 
crowd chanted “opice” at him, which is Czech for monkey. 

”So, these are things that I’ve obviously had to live through and hurt me 
and stung extremely hard,” he said. “But like I said, if I can get this 
message out, if we as a collective group can push this message out that 
racism has no place in hockey and we can continue this conversation, it’s 
worth it. It’s worth it.” 

Dumba is seen in the ad receiving a racist message on his phone. 

“It’s going to hit people hard when they see that,” Dumba said. “But that’s 
the smallest extent of it.” 

Simmonds has a 2 1/2-year-old daughter who already has a hockey stick 
in her hands. He wants the game to be a safe place for her. 

“One of the first things I got my daughter was a hockey stick and we’ve 
been playing ball hockey for at least a year,” said Simmonds. “I know my 
daughter loves the game. Every time we come on TV she says, ‘Daddy 
hockey, daddy team.’ So, I know this child truly loves the sport of hockey. 
And if I can do anything in my power to make it a safe sport, for the 
children, for my child, for the kids coming up behind us, for me, it’s no 
longer about me. 

“For me, the biggest thing is to convey to the kids coming up after me 
that we’re strong, we can make it through this,” said Simmonds. “Racism 
has no place in hockey. But at the same time, you can’t let your haters 
take away from your love of the sport that is so great.” 

Simmonds pauses. The passion is oozing from his voice. And perhaps 
the hurt, too. 

“For us to be pushing this message, obviously we want racism to be 
eradicated from the game, and I understand it takes time, but this is a 
start for us and we’re going to continue to push this conversation,” said 
the Leafs winger. “I know it’s an extremely uncomfortable conversation, 
but it needs to be had. And everyone in the hockey world needs to hear 
it.” 

This isn’t yesterday’s problem, Simmonds said. Just a few weeks ago, he 
got word of a minor hockey player facing racist comments during a game. 

In April 2018, Simmonds wrote a moving piece in the Players’ Tribune 
about his own story and the courage of Willie O’Ree. 

All of those feelings hit home again, he said, when he heard the story of 
a kid facing racism. 

“To think that things Willie O’Ree went through are still happening now, it 
just boggles my mind as how a society doesn’t understand that it 
happens,” Simmonds said. “Maybe because you’re white, it doesn’t 
happen to you. But I can guarantee you every single kid of colour that 
plays this game at one time or another has been racially stereotyped, 
profiled, called something, and it’s not fair. It’s completely not fair. 

“For those people who refuse to see that this is a problem, this is why 
we’re continuing to push this conversation.” 

Because the game can be so good. 

“Still the closest friendships I have today are all my buddies that I played 
hockey with,” Dumba said. “All the good stuff that hockey has given me, 
the friendships, the memories, life-long stuff that you build, discipline, 
learning how to work on a team. It’s crazy what the sport can do for you. 

“There’s so much good in this game, why wouldn’t you want everyone to 
have the same opportunity? Because it’s not all bad. 

“But there is something bad.” 

Because, Dumba adds, racism remains in the game. 

So, let’s #TapeOutHate. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs focused on positives despite losing steam vs. 
Avalanche 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 8, 2022, 11:58 PM 

 

That was the wish one bipartisan fan scribbled on a bristol board and 
held aloft at Ball Arena in giddy anticipation of Saturday’s showdown 
between two of hockey’s superpowers. 

Well, viewers certainly had a blast taking in the Colorado Avalanche’s 
thrilling 5-4 comeback overtime victory over the Toronto Maple Leafs -- a 
speedy, heavyweight tilt loaded with all-stars, scoring chances and 
incredible individual efforts. 

“I take nothing but positive out of this game tonight,” said Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe, a rare but accurate statement after a blown 4-1 lead. 
“This is probably the loudest building that we've played in all year. So, we 
come out of playing in front of no fans and then you're into this. The 
response from our group to start the game, I thought, was outstanding. 

“Would we have liked to get two points? Absolutely. Should we have had 
two points? Absolutely. But that's a very good team. To come out here on 
the road and get a point is good for our group.” 

The Leafs started outstanding; the Avalanche finished outstanding. 

And that fan? The one hoping everyone had fun? 

He got his wish. 

No Marner? No worries (at least, on offence) 

The last time these two clubs met, on Dec. 1 in Toronto, a clean-shaven 
Auston Matthews erupted for a hat trick. Wingman Mitch Marner 
gathered the primary assist on two of his three strikes. 

This time, Marner was holed up serving Day 3 of a COVID-19 quarantine 
(minor symptoms), so coach Sheldon Keefe unveiled a brand-new first 
line, flanking Matthews with Michael Bunting and Alexander Kerfoot. 

That newly formed trio didn’t skip a beat, scoring thrice in the first period. 

“We've had guys miss time, and we've gone on our pause, and I don't 
think we've really let it impact us too much,” Morgan Rielly said. “We've 
been pretty resilient.” 

Matthews operated like a player possessed, conjuring a variety of scoring 
chances, busting up plays in the D-zone, and scoring twice in a span of 
33 seconds. 

Matthews’ second goal chased Avs starter Darcy Kuemper after the 
goalie had faced just nine shots, and the centreman’s 45th career multi-
goal effort rates just one shy of Alex Ovechkin (46) for the most since he 
entered the league in 2016. 

Matthews & Co. accomplished all this while drawing a steady diet of the 
hottest line in hockey: Gabriel Landeskog–Nathan MacKinnon–Mikko 
Rantanen. 

With third-line checking wingers Ondrej Kase (injured) and Pierre Engvall 
(COVID) also sidelined, Keefe was content to throw some difficult 
defensive matchups to his elite forwards. 

“Our top two lines are going to have to take on a lot more of that, which is 
fine,” Keefe said. “They've been doing that here a lot of late as well, and 
they're more than capable of doing so.” 

The former Avalanche forward thrived in his temporary promotion to the 
top line, factoring in all three of the Leafs’ first-period goals. 

While the home side opened the contest with seven straight shots on net, 
Kerfoot drifted in from his off (right) wing and one-timed a Bunting feed 
past Kuemper from the high slot, opening the scoring with Toronto’s 
opening shot. 

Kerfoot regularly kills penalties and has now taken shifts on all four lines 
and in all three forward spots this season. A dutiful, do-anything trooper, 
he’s relied upon by the coaching staff to fill any hole necessary. 

“Alex Kerfoot was unbelievable tonight,” Keefe said. “It's so valuable for 
us to have a player like that. 

“He really is just here to serve the team. What the team needs, he's all 
for it. He's going to give his absolute best to help the team win on that 
particular day. And those players are extremely important to have. We've 
got a great level of respect for the way Kerf has handled that.” 

Remember: Toronto exposed him in the Seattle expansion draft, and the 
Kraken did not take him. 

Kerfoot -- who played centre almost exclusively before turning pro -- has 
responded with the most defensively responsible and offensively 
productive season of his career. 

He leads all Leafs with a plus-19 rating. 

“My role has changed a lot,” Kerfoot reflected. “Early on in my career, I 
forced a lot of plays and tried to kind of push offence in a lot of scenarios, 
when there really wasn't anything there. And that led to a lot of 
breakdowns defensively. I think that, for the most part, I have eliminated 
a lot of that out of my game, which has led to less glaring mistakes and 
maybe a more responsible game.” 

Jack Campbell is Ozzie Smith 

It doesn’t matter that the Maple Leafs were playing the best offensive 
team in hockey. Or that they surrendered more shots (51) than they had 
all season. Or that they were missing three key defensive forwards and 
penalty-killers and took four penalties -- and killed them all. 

They lost, so it must be Campbell’s fault. At least, that’s how Campbell’s 
self-flagellating mind works. 

“If I play up to my standard, we win that game every time,” said 
Campbell, after making 46 stops, including this one. 

Matthews offers the logical counterpoint: “Soup played unbelievable 
tonight. Honestly. I mean, some of the saves he made tonight, like, one 
of them's gonna be Save of the Year, honestly. I think he did everything 
he could. That's a really good team over there, and obviously they're not 
going to go away.” 

It was 3-0. 

It was 4-1. 

And still, the Maple Leafs lost the game, their first when strolling out of 
the second intermission holding a lead. 

The way Keefe explains it, the group exerted so much into the first half of 
the high-altitude, high-intensity game, they were gassed by the third 
period. 

Colorado’s relentless big guns took advantage. Nazem Kadri, Mikko 
Rantanen, Gabriel Landeskog and Cale Makar each threw down multi-
point nights. Nathan MacKinnon scored once but put 11 other pucks on 
Campbell, extending his point streak to a silly 13 games. 

Late first- and second-period goals kept the Avalanche within hunting 
distance, and they tied the thing with an explosive third. 

Devon Toews buried the OT winner after working a give-and-go around 
Matthews, caught at the end of an exhausting 72-second shift of 3-on-3. 
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The Avs swooped in last minute and stole the show like Jim Carrey does 
on The Weeknd album. 

“We haven't played a game like this in quite a while, with that pace, that 
energy. It's been a long time,” Keefe said. “But I thought our guys gave it 
everything they had here today. I needed to get more out of the bottom 
six of our bench tonight.” 

Toronto’s bottom five forwards all skated fewer than 11 minutes. 

“Really every time they hopped over the boards, [Jared Bednar] was 
looking to get MacKinnon's line against them. So it's harder to get all four 
of our lines into the rotation. I thought that took its toll on us as the game 
wore on,” Keefe explained. 

“Our guys put a lot into the first half of this game here today, and we just 
didn't have enough gas left to push back when we needed to.” 

Ritchie cleared waivers Friday and scored on the power-play Saturday, 
thanks to a sweet touch pass by Wayne Simmonds in the crease. 

“Huge goal for him. I'm sure it does a lot for his confidence,” Keefe said. 
“You see how happy the guys were for him on the bench.” 

Ritchie’s redemption was undermined, however, by a sloppy neutral-zone 
interference penalty with less than three minutes on the clock, forcing 
Toronto to white-knuckle its way to a point. 

“It's a tough penalty at the end there. You can't do that,” Keefe said. “At 
the same time, I thought we had reached a point in the game where 
things were being let go both ways, and that was a tough one to have 
there to have to kill.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Evander Kane expected to file grievance over contract 
termination 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

January 8, 2022, 4:04 PM 

 

In an unexpected bombshell, the San Jose Sharks placed Evander Kane 
on unconditional waivers on Saturday afternoon — with the purpose of 
terminating his contract. 

If Kane goes unclaimed (which will be known shortly after 2 p.m. ET / 11 
a.m. PT on Sunday), the Sharks will be able to cancel the three-and-a-
half years and about $24 million remaining on Kane’s deal. 

But that won’t be the end of the story. 

The NHL is supporting the Sharks’ move, “satisfied the Club has 
sufficient grounds to effectuate a termination.” The NHLPA tweeted that it 
will “challenge any such action by filing a grievance.” Kane’s agent, Dan 
Milstein, tweeted “the Sharks do not have sufficient grounds for taking 
this action.” 

Kane was suspended the first 21 games of this season for COVID 
protocol violations — the use of a fake vaccination card. Once eligible to 
return, he joined the team’s AHL affiliate, the San Jose Barracudas, 
where he had eight points in five games. 

He tested positive for the coronavirus on Dec. 21. In a statement, the 
Sharks said Kane was terminated for “breach of his Standard Player 
Contract” and “violation of the AHL COVID-19 protocols.” According to 
several sources, there is a dispute over a flight to Vancouver on Dec. 29, 

while in the 10-day AHL protocol — whether or not Kane had medical 
clearance to do it. 

There is also a dispute on his return to the Barracuda. The Sharks allege 
he was supposed to be back on Dec. 31, and didn’t return until Jan. 6. 

Barring some kind of settlement, the arbitrator would rule on these 
issues. 

That leads to another question: If Kane does grieve, will he be able to 
play for another NHL while that process plays through? There will be 
plenty of interest in him as an unrestricted free agent; the league and 
union would have to agree on how that could work. In theory, if Kane 
won, he could have two contracts. 

The 30-year-old Kane had 22 goals and 22 assists for 44 points in 56 
games last season for the Sharks. Kane also has played for the 
Atlanta/Winnipeg franchise and Buffalo since being drafted by the 
Thrashers fourth overall in 2009. 

Kane has 264 goals and 242 assists for 506 points in 769 career games. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.09.2022 

1231850 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / New HDA campaign uses graphic slurs to confront racism in 
hockey 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

When a player on Switzerland’s national team called Nazem Kadri a 
racial slur during a game at the 2010 World Juniors, Kadri simply turned 
and skated back to Team Canada’s bench. 

Kadri, who was then 20, didn’t tell anyone what had happened – not the 
referee, not a teammate, not Canadian head coach Willie Desjardins. 

“It was vulgar, it was racial, but you just take the guy’s number and keep 
playing,” Kadri said in an interview with TSN. “Insults like that have been 
such an ongoing thing that I’ve learned to ignore them, which is a little 
embarrassing for me to admit now.” 

Kadri is now 31 and a 12-year National Hockey League veteran, but says 
little has changed since he was first the subject of racial attacks as a 10-
year-old player in London, Ont. 

The Colorado Avalanche centre says he has been targeted by racial 
slurs on the ice, by fans in NHL arenas, and repeatedly on social media. 

“I was one of the few non-white players out there, being of Middle 
Eastern background and Muslim faith,” he says. “There was a lot of 
Islamophobia out there. I heard it from players and players’ parents. I 
was a young kid and I remember being confused and hurt. And it’s 
happened multiple times, countless really.” 

Kadri is among the current and former NHL players of colour who appear 
in a jarring two-and-a-half-minute ad posted online Saturday by the 
Hockey Diversity Alliance (HDA), a group created by nine current and 
former NHL players in June 2020 to eradicate racism and intolerance in 
hockey. 

The ad, conceived by HDA sponsor Budweiser Canada, highlights the 
slurs that have been used against the HDA’s members, who include 
Toronto Maple Leaf Wayne Simmonds, Minnesota Wild Matt Dumba, 
Florida Panther Anthony Duclair and former NHL players Akim Aliu, Chris 
Stewart and Trevor Daley. 
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A censored 60-second version of the ad, in which the slurs are 
completely clouded out to comply with broadcasting requirements, will air 
Saturday night on Hockey Night in Canada. 

“There have been other spots about racism in hockey, but I think this one 
is the first that hits you right in the face,” said Aliu, one of the HDA’s 
founding members. “It doesn’t skirt around this. We’ve heard these 
hateful words forever and still see them in our [social media direct 
messages.] It’s become so normal for us. 

“We all loved the concept of the ad. I remember asking if Budweiser was 
committed to actually using the words that people used in our DMs and 
they promised that they'd stay honest with us, that they'd share our lived 
experiences.” 

The ad, which also features hall of famer Angela James and Canadian 
women’s national team member Sarah Nurse, was filmed over two days 
in July at the CAA Centre in Brampton, Ont. and Canlan Sports in 
Scarborough. 

Besides showing some of the hate speech players that have received, 
the ad features HDA members sitting in a circle in a room sharing stories. 

“Why would you ever want your kid to experience something like that?” 
Dumba asks his fellow players. “Would you put them in hockey? ... It's 
completely different when you're a white player. People still don't 
understand that.” 

“Think about everything we have to tiptoe around,” Kadri says to the 
group.  

Simmonds shares that he has misgivings about enrolling his young 
daughter in hockey because of racism.  

“We're only so many within this game,” he says. “We need other people 
to speak up for us. Silence is not an option.” 

In connection with the spot, Budweiser Canada will sell rolls of hockey 
tape with the statement "Racism has no place in hockey #TapeOutHate" 
printed on them. One dollar from each roll sold will be given to the HDA. 
The tape is available for sale starting Saturday at 
http://www.shopbeergear.ca and at Canadian Tire stores starting Jan. 22. 

Budweiser Canada’s rink board ads at NHL arenas in Vancouver, 
Calgary and Winnipeg, where the beer maker is a team sponsor, will also 
feature the HDA ad tag line over the following few weeks, said Budweiser 
Canada senior brand director Mike D’Agostini. 

"We knew this ad is going to be very uncomfortable and we need to be 
comfortable with that," D’Agostini said. "I'm sure some people will be 
displeased with it. But these players get this on a daily basis." 

Aliu said the NHL repeatedly rejected requests to work with Budweiser 
Canada and the HDA to create the spot. 

“Over a year ago. Budweiser reached out to the NHL and NHLPA and 
told them about the spot and that it wanted to include current NHL 
players,” Aliu said. “There were more than a dozen conversations and in 
every one, the NHL said it didn’t want to work with the HDA. So, we’re 
not allowed to be in any NHL-branded gear in the spot. The league is 
saying the current guys like Wayne, ‘You can’t wear the jersey.’ The 
pettiness and smallness is so sad. It’s another rock bottom for the NHL.” 

Instead of NHL jerseys, players in the ad wear black and white uniforms 
with the HDA’s logo. 

“The NHL was advised about this more than a year ago,” D’Agostini said. 
“The league had a number of opportunities to be involved and chose not 
to.” 

Aliu said he was disappointed with the NHLPA for not lobbying the NHL 
to be involved with the ad’s creation. 

“It’s sad the union that is supposed to support the players decided not to 
on a topic that is integral to growing the game,” Aliu said. 

“This is part of the league's collective use brand guidelines,” said NHLPA 
spokesman Jonathan Weatherdon. “This matter falls under league and 
team guidelines for logo use.” 

In London, Nazem's father Sam Kadri said he's proud of his son and 
looks forward to seeing the public's reaction to the new spot. 

“We heard racism from Nazem’s time in minor hockey all the way up to 
junior when he played in London with the Knights,” Sam said. “Somehow, 
people with these comments about 9/11 and bin Laden seemed to keep 
coming up somewhere. I would get furious. But what can you do? I would 
definitely confront people who talked like that if I knew who it was, but I 
couldn't put myself in a compromising position.” 

Sam said he's proud of Nazem for taking on a role with the HDA. 
Confronting racism head on is the best way to eradicate it, he said. 

“For Naz and these guys to do this, this is not taking the easy way out,” 
Sam said. “Doing this automatically puts a big target on yourself. And I'm 
very proud of him for it.” 
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