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Desperate for goalie help, Hurricanes sign top prospect in middle of the NCAA season 

By Luke Decock 

Jack LaFontaine was in net for the University of Minnesota in 
a 6-3 win at Michigan State on Saturday night. A day later, 
the 2016 third-round draft pick turned pro and signed with the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Faced with a wave of goalie injuries throughout the system, 
with Antti Raanta a late scratch Saturday with an upper-body 
injury and AHL goalies Eetu Makeniemi and Beck Warm both 
injured, the Hurricanes settled Sunday on an unusual 
solution: the midseason signing of the starting goalie of a 
top-10 NCAA team in the middle of the college season. 

An Ontario native, he’ll practice with the Hurricanes while he 
awaits a work visa, but Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell didn’t rule out LaFontaine making his NHL debut in 
short order, especially if Raanta remains out. 

“We’ll play it by ear and see how things are here with the 
goalie situation,” Waddell told The News & Observer. “We 
definitely want to give him a chance. He’ll be a restricted free 
agent at the end of the year so we’ve got to find out what 
we’ve got here. The good thing is, we’re high on him.” 

LaFontaine, 24, started his career at Michigan before 
transferring to Minnesota, playing a year of junior hockey 
between. He won the Mike Richter Award last season as the 
top goalie in college hockey and was a Hobey Baker finalist 
as the Gophers won the Big Ten championship before losing 
in the second round of the NCAA tournament. 

The Hurricanes attempted to sign him over the summer, but 
LaFontaine decided to return to Minnesota for a fifth year of 
eligibility, and the Ontario native has started all 20 games for 
the No. 8 Gophers, going 12-8 with a 2.69 goals-against 
average and .900 save percentage. Last season, he was 22-
7 with a 1.79 GAA and .934 save percentage. 

LaFontaine signed a one-year deal that will pay him 
$750,000 at the NHL level and $70,000 in the AHL, with an 
$88,500 signing bonus. With the Hurricanes over the salary 
cap, the deal was structured to keep his average salary 
under $1 million, making him eligible to be an emergency 
COVID recall. 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have been scrambling for bodies 
in net in both the NHL and AHL. Alex Lyon, called up from 
the Hurricanes’ COVID taxi squad Saturday, stopped 33 
shots in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Florida Panthers. Frederik 
Andersen, who saw heavy action Friday, would presumably 
be back in net Tuesday at the Philadelphia Flyers. Raanta’s 
availabilty, however, remains in doubt. 

“We’ve got some concerns with his injury,” Waddell said. 
“There’s no timetable. He could be back this week, he could 
be back next week, he could be out for longer. And Lyon did 
a good job for us. But this is a unique year with COVID. If we 
ever lost Raanta or Andersen long term, we could really be 
short-handed. This kind of fell in our lap at the right time.” 

Waddell said the Hurricanes would keep three goalies with 
the NHL team the rest of the way as a precaution. 

Raanta’s sudden unavailability put an even greater strain on 
an organization that has run out of goalies under contract. 
The AHL Chicago Wolves currently have six goalies on their 
roster, four of them on tryout contracts. Their two goalies 
Sunday against the Cleveland Monsters were recent call-ups 
from the Toledo Walleyes and Tulsa Oilers of the ECHL, with 
a total of one game of AHL experience between them, that 
coming Saturday night. 
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Marc-Andre Fleury’s return, Zach Fucale’s bizarre record chase and more goalie weirdness 

By Sean McIndoe  

Goalies are weird. This is established science, based on 
decades of watching these guys twitch and talk to their posts 
and be Dominik Hasek. But it can be a beautiful kind of 
weirdness, and that was the theme of the weekend. 

Let’s start with the strangest story of all: Zach Fucale’s 
pursuit of one of the least impressive records in NHL history. 
The 26-year-old Caps third-stringer had debuted in 
November with a shutout, and was making his second career 
start on Saturday. That put him in line to establish two new 
marks for the longest shutout streak to start a career. In 
terms of minutes, the list is a motley crew led by Matt 
Hackett, who never actually had a shutout. And if Fucale 
could record two official shutouts in his first two starts, he’d 
somehow be the first NHL goalie to do it. Ever. 

Through one period in Minnesota, Fucale’s streak endured. 
He kept it going in the second, long enough to break 
Hackett’s minutes mark. But then, midway through the 
period, it happened. Zach Fucale finally gave up a goal. 

Kind of. We’re not actually sure. Because this was the goal: 

That’s the first goal allowed by the Capitals with Fucale as 
the goalie of record. But you may notice something missing 
from Zach Fucale’s first goal against: Zach Fucale, who was 
on the bench on a delayed penalty. So the minutes streak 
continued, but nobody seemed quite sure if he could still 
record a shutout in a game in which his team allowed a goal 
but he didn’t. 

As it turned out, it didn’t matter, thanks to Mats Zuccarello 
beating Fucale on a real goal with a minute left in regulation. 
The Wild went on to win in the shootout, meaning Fucale 
takes the first loss of his career by a 3-2 final in a game in 
which he was his team’s only goalie and gave up one goal. 

Not quite as weird, but probably a bigger story in the grand 
scheme of things, was Marc-Andre Fleury’s return to Vegas. 
The beloved former Knight made his first start since last 
summer’s controversial trade, facing off against old friend 
Robin Lehner and the team that stuck a sword in his back. 
He won, because of course he did, making 30 saves along 
the way. If you’re keeping track, that means the Hawks lost 
to the Coyotes and beat the Golden Knights in back-to-back 
games, because this league makes sense. 

In other goalie news, we had a save of the year candidate 
from Joonas Korpisalo. Alex Nedeljkovic had a 25-save 
period for the Wings in Los Angeles. Jack Campbell 
answered the eternal question of what it would look like if the 
Leafs got great goaltending while blowing a 4-1 lead. Martin 
Jones had 44 saves even though you don’t remember which 
team he plays for now. Fucale himself had a highlight-reel 
stop.  And just to make sure nobody thought any of these 

guys could be normal for a few minutes, we had this happen 
in the final minute of a tie game: 

I’m starting to think that people who voluntarily sign up for a 
life of having vulcanized rubber shot into their bodies at 100 
mph might be a little bit, uh, different. 

Not especially different: This week’s rankings, which have 
settled into a bit of midseason stasis … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

Player of the weekend: Tomas Hertl, who beat the Flyers all 
on his own. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (23-14-1, +19 true goals 
differential*) — I was tempted to put the Rangers here, but 
their fans have spent all year telling me that if you beat a 
team then you can’t be behind them in a power ranking and 
the Knights stomped New York this week, so alas. That 
game aside, Vegas certainly didn’t look great this week, even 
if you’re willing to write off Saturday as an emotional outlier. 
But with Edmonton flatlining and the Ducks and Flames 
struggling, even a so-so stretch has been enough to solidify 
them at the top of the Pacific, and to make it look like their 
playoff path might be the easiest of any contender. For now, 
that’s more important than a loss here or there. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (23-9-5, +14) — Nikita Kucherov is 
back, joining Brayden Point, which means two things. First, 
the Lightning are basically back to full health, so we should 
finally be able to get a solid read on just how good they can 
be. And second, we won’t be able to use injuries to key 
players to hand-wave away results like Saturday’s loss to the 
Bruins. It feels like the next few weeks could see the 
Lightning move up the rankings or drop off them completely. 

In other Tampa news, this story was pretty fantastic. 

3. Colorado Avalanche (21-8-2, +33) — They’re back to full 
strength and looking scary good. We can make all the “it was 
4-1” jokes we want, but the Leafs have been a very good 
defensive team this year and have locked down leads pretty 
much all season long, and the Avs just flipped a switch and 
rolled them. Anytime your offense is being compared to 
Mario Lemieux’s Penguins, that seems like a good thing. 

2. Florida Panthers (23-7-5, +33) — They got their big 
showdown game against the Hurricanes on Saturday, and a 
decisive win or loss could have helped us get some clarity 
around the league’s best team. Instead, we got a fun back-
and-forth contest that ended with a Panthers win in overtime. 
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That’s an impressive win, not quite enough to push the 
Panthers into the number one spot but a strong enough 
statement for them to hold off the Avalanche for a week. But 
yeah, top spot for another week goes to … 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (24-7-2, +42) — Look, some of you 
aren’t reading these power rankings every week and it 
shows. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Calgary Flames — Every now and then, the 
schedule offers up what feels like a temperature check. That 
was the case with the recent Flames road trip, one that 
started off with warmups against the Hawks and Kraken 
before delivering a big three of Florida, Tampa and Carolina. 

Three Eastern powerhouses. Three legitimate Cup 
contenders. Three chances for the Flames to show what they 
could do against the big boys and prove that they’re for real. 

It did not go well. 

Those three showdowns turned into three regulation losses, 
all by at least three goals and adding up to a combined score 
of 16-6. That makes it sound a little worse than it was — they 
pelted 49 shots at the Panthers in a wild game, and two late 
Carolina goals turned a close loss into a 6-3 final. Still, it was 
three big tests, and not much good news in the results. Even 
coach Darryl Sutter was stating the obvious: “We’re not there 
yet.” 

So now what? Hailey gets into the question here, and her 
conclusion seems fair: “The Flames are good, but not good 
enough.” They need more production from some of their 
higher-paid players, and will probably need some 
reinforcements from Brad Treliving at the deadline. (She 
mentions Hertl, which is intriguing.) But they’re also still 
overachieving against expectations, and have half a season 
to go. Three January losses gave us some more information 
about what the Flames are, but they don’t have to define 
them. 

The good news is that they’re still in a reasonably solid 
playoff position, keeping pace with the struggling Oilers and 
sputtering Ducks, even as the Knights start to pull away at 
the top of the Pacific. That’s not a bad place to be, especially 
compared to preseason expectations. 

(And yes, they’re on track to draw the Oilers in round one, 
which we should all be rooting for. Let’s not talk about it too 
much in case we jinx it.) 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

Come on guys, the .500-and-under club is supposed to be a 
family. You don’t have to do each other like that. 

5. Buffalo Sabres (10-18-6, -27) — This week I learned that 
some Sabres fans get very grumpy if you suggest they might 
need any help at all in the optimism department, which … 
OK. Instead, let’s focus on the legendary Rick Jeanneret, 
who’ll be honored with a banner raising in April to mark his 
final season. Seriously, this dude rules. 

4. Seattle Kraken (10-19-4, -29) — They didn’t play this 
week, but did make some news as former podcaster Greg 
Wyshynski had an in-depth interview with Ron Francis that 
got into some of the questions around a disappointing 
season. Francis makes a few solid points here, and it’s 
certainly true that the biggest problem early on was Philipp 
Grubauer, which nobody saw coming. That’s all fair enough. 

But the whole “we were never going to be Vegas” thing has 
to be wearing thin. Nobody expected the Kraken to have 109 
points and go to the Stanley Cup Final. Most of us did think 
they could stay in the playoff race, and an underwhelming 
expansion draft and a near-total lack of trading was 
disappointing. And while it’s true that the other teams had 
four years to adjust their strategy after the Vegas debacle, 
that just means that Francis needed to adjust his approach, 
too. I’ll wait for the deadline before I say that the Kraken GM 
has had a bad first year, but I think Seattle fans have a right 
to be disappointed in how bad this team has been. (And 
goaltending aside, they really have been legitimately bad.) 

3. Ottawa Senators (9-18-2, -29) — Yet another 
postponement means they won’t play the Oilers tonight, 
which is too bad because all the sickos would have been 
waiting to see if a Senators win was the last straw for Dave 
Tippett in Edmonton. In theory, we’ll see them next on 
Thursday in Calgary, but it’s fair to say this is all very much 
up in the air. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (7-23-4, -51) — They’re scheduled to 
return to action on Wednesday in Boston, which is important 
for you to know because at this point I think you’re on the 
team. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (7-23-3, -53) — The big news this week 
was that the win over Chicago briefly nudged the Coyotes 
ahead of the Canadiens in the standings. 

It didn’t last, as a loss to Nashville dropped them back down 
to 32nd, but we’ll take our victories where we can get them. 
In other news, Pierre says the Jakob Chychrun trade talk is 
heating up. 

Not ranked: Columbus Blue Jackets — It’s been a while 
since we’ve spent much time on the Blue Jackets. They were 
a consensus pick to be one of the worst teams in the league 
heading into the season, so much so that we had them in the 
bottom five in week one despite a 2-0-0 start. At the time, we 
made the case that wins had come against Seattle and 
Arizona, and that the Blue Jackets were still going to be the 
Metro’s worst team. Three months later, they’re not only not 
in the basement, they’re on the fringe of the playoff race. 

So were we wrong? Maybe, although I’m not quite sure. 
They haven’t been very good lately; after a three-game win 
streak late in November boosted them to 12-6-0, they’ve won 
just four of 15 to fall all the way down to fake .500. They 
started the new year with measuring stick games against the 
Hurricanes and Lightning, and they gave up seven goals in 
both (although they were missing some key pieces). The 
goaltending has been mostly bad, the offense is decent but 
that’s about it, and the schedule gets tough over the next two 
months. Dead last in the Metro still doesn’t feel like it’s out of 
the question. 
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But maybe that’s not the point. The Blue Jackets weren’t just 
supposed to eventually make their way to the bottom of the 
standings, they were supposed to plant their flag early and 
stay there all year. In that sense, they’ve already 
overachieved this season. Brad Larsen looks like a legitimate 
NHL coach, if not the most eloquent one. Zach Werenski 
doesn’t seem to be wilting under the weight of that looming 
extension. Oliver Bjorkstrand is showing that last year’s 
breakout wasn’t a fluke. Max Domi hasn’t been a write-off. 
Patrik Laine … uh, well Patrik Laine hasn’t exactly ramped 
up the cap hit on his next contract. There are positives here. 
We can work with this. 

The bigger question is how much Jarmo Kekäläinen can 
work with it, and where he takes this team from here. He 

already has Chicago’s first-round pick, which should be 
comfortably in the top 10 (unless they win the lottery, in 
which case Columbus has to wait for 2023). He could still 
move pending UFA Domi, and veterans like Jakub Voracek 
and Gustav Nyquist could have some value even though 
they’re not on expiring deals. 

If you’re a Blue Jackets fan, there’s probably part of you that 
wishes the strong start hadn’t happened, and that your team 
really was holding down last place and thinking ahead to 
Shane Wright. But there’s something to be said for being 
better than expected — you might even say that it’s what bad 
teams are supposed to be trying to do. The Blue Jackets’ 
season has been a nice story, even if it seems like it may not 
be heading to an especially happy ending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canes sign Lafontaine to entry-level contract  

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
goaltender Jack LaFontaine to a one-year, entry-level 
contract. The deal will pay LaFontaine $750,000 at the NHL 
level and $70,000 at the AHL level through the end of the 
2021-22 season. LaFontaine will receive a signing bonus of 
$88,500. 

“As the reigning Mike Richter Award recipient, Jack has 
proven he’s ready to take the next steps in his career,” said 
Waddell. “We love his athleticism and consistency and can’t 
wait for him to start his professional career.” 

LaFontaine, 24, earned a 12-8-0 record, 2.69 goals-against 
average and .900 save percentage in 20 NCAA games with 
Minnesota in 2021-22. He was named the Big Ten Second 
Star of the Week on Nov. 2 after stopping 54 of 57 shots in a 
weekend sweep of Notre Dame. LaFontaine was named one 
of Minnesota’s tri-captains prior to the start of the season 
after serving as one of the team’s alternate captains last 
season. 

The 6’2”, 204-pound netminder posted a 22-7-0 record, 1.79 
goals-against average, .934 save percentage and five 

shutouts in 29 games with the Gophers in 2020-21, leading 
all Division I goaltenders in wins and ranking tied for second 
in save percentage and shutouts and fourth in goals-against 
average. 

LaFontaine won the Mike Richter Award as the top 
goaltender in Division I and was also named Big Ten 
Goaltender of the Year, Big Ten Tournament Most 
Outstanding Player, a First-Team All-American and a top-10 
finalist for the Hobey Baker Award, given annually to the top 
player in college hockey. 

He played 96 collegiate games with Michigan and Minnesota 
from 2016-22, posting a 2.52 goals-against average, .915 
save percentage and five shutouts. The Mississauga, Ont., 
native also spent one year with the Penticton Vees of the 
British Columbia Hockey League (BCHL) in 2018-19, posting 
a 30-13-1 record, 2.19 goals-against average, .923 save 
percentage and three shutouts. 

He ranked tied for the league lead in save percentage and 
ranked second in wins and goals-against average, earning 
Top Goaltender and First-Team All-Star honors. LaFontaine 
was selected by Carolina in the third round, 75th overall, of 
the 2016 NHL Draft.
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LaFontaine, Division I goalie of year, signs contract with Hurricanes 

Jack LaFontaine signed a one-year, entry-level contract with 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday. He will be paid $750,000 
at the NHL level and $70,000 at the American Hockey 
League level through the end of this season. 

LaFontaine, a third-round pick (No. 75) by the Hurricanes at 
the 2016 NHL Draft, is turning pro in the middle of the 
college hockey season with the University of Minnesota. The 
24-year-old goalie from Mississauga, Ontario, was 12-8-0 
with a 2.69 goals-against average and a .900 save 
percentage in 20 games. 

Last season, he won the Mike Richter Award voted as the 
top goalie in NCAA Division I after going 22-7-0 with a 1.79 
GAA, a .934 save percentage and five shutouts in 29 games. 
He led Division I goalies in wins and was tied for second in 
save percentage and shutouts. LaFontaine was also named 
Big Ten Goaltender of the Year, Big Ten Tournament Most 
Outstanding Player, a First-Team All-American and a top-10 
finalist for the Hobey Baker Award, given annually to the top 
player in college hockey. 

"As the reigning Mike Richter Award recipient, Jack has 
proven he's ready to take the next steps in his career," 
Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. "We love his 

athleticism and consistency and can't wait for him to start his 
professional career." 

LaFontaine may not have to wait long to make his NHL 
debut. Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta was scratched for a 4-
3 overtime loss to the Florida Panthers on Saturday because 
of an upper-body injury.Alex Lyon was recalled from the taxi 
squad and made 32 saves. Frederik Andersen made 36 
saves in a 6-3 win against the Calgary Flames on Friday. 

Goalie prospects Eetu Makiniemi (Chicago of the AHL) and 
Beck Warm (Norfolk of the ECHL) each is injured. 

"We'll play it by ear and see how things are here with the 
goalie situation," Waddell told The News & Observer. "We 
definitely want to give him a chance. ... We've got to find out 
what we've got here." 

LaFontaine played 96 collegiate games with Minnesota 
(2019-22) and the University of Michigan (2016-18). He had 
a 2.52 GAA, a .915 save percentage and five shutouts. 

"We would like to thank Jack for his contributions to the 
Gophers program, and we wish him well as he begins his 
professional career," Minnesota coach Bob Motzko said in a 
statement issued by the university. 
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Philadelphia hosts Carolina after van Riemsdyk’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (24-7-2, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Philadelphia Flyers (13-15-7, sixth in the Metropolitan) 

Philadelphia; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit Philadelphia 
after James van Riemsdyk scored two goals in the Flyers’ 3-
2 overtime loss to the Sharks. 

The Flyers are 3-5-1 against the rest of their division. 
Philadelphia averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the 
eighth-most in the Eastern Conference. Travis Konecny 
leads the team serving 34 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 4-2-0 against opponents from the 
Metropolitan. Carolina is ninth in the Eastern Conference 
with 33.6 shots per game and is averaging 3.5 goals. 

In their last meeting on Nov. 26, Carolina won 6-3. Sebastian 
Aho scored two goals for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Claude Giroux leads the Flyers with 
29 points, scoring 11 goals and adding 18 assists. Cam 

Atkinson has five goals and seven assists over the last 10 
games for Philadelphia. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes with 15 goals and has 37 points. 
Nino Niederreiter has five goals over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Flyers: 4-3-3, averaging three goals, 5.2 
assists, 3.6 penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.1 goals per game with a .912 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 8-1-1, averaging four goals, 7.4 assists, 3.5 
penalties and 8.1 penalty minutes while allowing 2.1 goals 
per game with a .923 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Flyers: Gerald Mayhew: day to day (upper body), 
Travis Sanheim: out (health protocols), Ivan Provorov: out 
(health protocols), Travis Konecny: out (health protocols), 
Claude Giroux: out (health protocols). 

Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (upper body). 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Zegras shines, Hurricanes sign top goalie prospect, and Bergevin joins 
Kings 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Sunday 

Trevor Zegras, Anaheim Ducks 

The Anaheim Ducks have been sliding a bit in recent weeks 
but they picked up a much-needed two points on Sunday in a 
4-3 shootout win over the Detroit Red Wings. The big star of 
the game was prized rookie Trevor Zegras as he scored a 
goal and an assist in the win, while also adding a shootout 
goal to help give the Ducks the extra point. Zegras is now up 
to 27 points in 32 games this season as he continues to 
establish himself as a core player for the Ducks and one of 
the NHL’s most exciting young players. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Sunday 

The St. Louis Blues stunned the Dallas Stars on Sunday with 
two goals in the final minute of regulation just 16 seconds 
apart. It was a wild, chaotic ending (and you can read all 
about it here). 

Troy Terry continues to be a stunning surprise for the 
Anaheim Ducks this season, and he scored his 22nd goal of 
the season in Sunday’s win. 

The Dallas Stars’ only goal on Sunday was a combination of 
slick passing and a little bit of luck. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Sunday 

Hurricanes add goalie depth 

Well here is an interesting one. The Carolina Hurricanes are 
currently facing some issues in goal throughout the 
organization with Antti Raanta injured at the NHL level and 
AHL goalies Eetu Makeniemi and Beck Warm both injured. 
In an effort to address that situation the Hurricanes signed 
goalie prospect Jack Lafontaine away from the University of 
Minnesota. Lafontaine’s deal will pay him $750,000 at the 
NHL level and $70,000 in the AHL, with an $88,500 signing 
bonus. He was a Hobey Baker Finalist a year ago and the 
winner of the Mike Richter award as the top goalie in the 
NCAA. What is so fascinating about this signing is Lafontaine 
was the starting goalie for a Minnesota team that is one of 
the best college hockey teams in the country. The 
Hurricanes signing him away in the middle of the season is a 
relatively rare and almost unheard of move. The Hurricanes 
drafted Lafontaine in the sixth-round of the 2016 NHL draft. 

They had previously attempted to sign him over the summer 
but were unable to come to terms at the time. 

Marc Bergevin joins Los Angeles Kings front office 

Former Montreal Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin 
was not out of work for very long. After being dismissed by 
the Canadiens in November, Bergevin has found a new 
home with the Los Angeles Kings. The Kings announced on 
Sunday that Bergevin will join their front office as a senior 
adviser to general manager Rob Blake. The Canadiens 
made the change following a 6-15-1 start that came just 
months after they went on a stunning run to the Stanley Cup 
Final. But an offseason that saw several key players leave 
the organization in free agency, as well as the injuries to 
Shea Weber and Carey Price, combined with a disappointing 
start for prized rookie Cole Caufield, have left the Canadiens 
with one of the worst records in the NHL. 

Troy Terry continues his incredible season 

Entering this season the Ducks forward had scored just 15 
goals in more than 130 NHL games. He had decent 
underlying numbers and had shown flashes of being a strong 
player, but had never really put it all together. That has all 
changed this season. With his goal on Sunday night he is 
now up to 22 goals for the season (already seven more than 
his career total entering the season) in only 37 games. That 
is a 49-goal pace over 82 games. He is still scoring on more 
than 25 percent of his shots, which is probably an 
unsustainable mark for a full season, but even if he does 
regress in that area you can not take away the goals he has 
already scored and it is still a breakout season for the 
veteran forward. 

Monday’s big story 

The New York Rangers have won four out of their past five 
games and should be getting top player Artemi Panarin back 
when they visit the Los Angeles Kings. While they are getting 
Panarin back they will be without head coach Gerard Gallant 
after he was placed into the league’s COVID protocols on 
Sunday. They are facing a Kings team that has won three 
out of four games and is making a surprising push at a 
playoff spot in the Western Conference. 

Friday’s NHL Scores 

St. Louis Blues 2, Dallas Stars 1 
Anaheim Ducks 4, Detroit Red Wings 3 (SO) 
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Canes ink LaFontaine to ELC 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes made a pretty rare transaction 
Sunday afternoon, signing University of Minnesota goalie 
Jack LaFontaine to an entry-level contract mid NCAA 
season.  

LaFontaine, who was drafted by the Hurricanes in the third 
round back in 2016, won the Mike Richter Award last 
season, given to the NCAA’s top goaltender. So far in 2021-
22, LaFontaine was 12-8-0 with a 2.69 GAA and .900 SV % 
for the Golden Gophers.  

The Hurricanes’ organizational goaltending depth has taken 
a hit in the past few days, from the NHL down. NHL 
netminder Antti Raanta missed Saturday’s game with an 
upper-body injury, with AHL goaltender Alex Lyon getting the 
start for the Canes off the Taxi Squad.  

For the Wolves, Eetu Makiniemi will be sidelined for a few 
weeks, while Beck Warm also suffered an injury in morning 
skate.  

Here is the full release from the Hurricanes on LaFontaine: 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 
goaltender Jack LaFontaine to a one-year, entry-level 
contract. The deal will pay LaFontaine $750,000 at the NHL 
level and $70,000 at the AHL level through the end of the 
2021-22 season. LaFontaine will receive a signing bonus of 
$88,500. 

“As the reigning Mike Richter Award recipient, Jack has 
proven he’s ready to take the next steps in his career,” said 

Waddell. “We love his athleticism and consistency and can’t 
wait for him to start his professional career.” 

LaFontaine, 24, earned a 12-8-0 record, 2.69 goals-against 
average and .900 save percentage in 20 NCAA games with 
Minnesota in 2021-22. He was named the Big Ten Second 
Star of the Week on Nov. 2 after stopping 54 of 57 shots in a 
weekend sweep of Notre Dame. LaFontaine was named one 
of Minnesota’s tri-captains prior to the start of the season 
after serving as one of the team’s alternate captains last 
season. The 6’2”, 204-pound netminder posted a 22-7-0 
record, 1.79 goals-against average, .934 save percentage 
and five shutouts in 29 games with the Gophers in 2020-21, 
leading all Division I goaltenders in wins and ranking tied for 
second in save percentage and shutouts and fourth in goals-
against average. LaFontaine won the Mike Richter Award as 
the top goaltender in Division I and was also named Big Ten 
Goaltender of the Year, Big Ten Tournament Most 
Outstanding Player, a First-Team All-American and a top-10 
finalist for the Hobey Baker Award, given annually to the top 
player in college hockey. He played 96 collegiate games with 
Michigan and Minnesota from 2016-22, posting a 2.52 goals-
against average, .915 save percentage and five shutouts. 
The Mississauga, Ont., native also spent one year with the 
Penticton Vees of the British Columbia Hockey League 
(BCHL) in 2018-19, posting a 30-13-1 record, 2.19 goals-
against average, .923 save percentage and three shutouts. 
He ranked tied for the league lead in save percentage and 
ranked second in wins and goals-against average, earning 
Top Goaltender and First-Team All-Star honors. LaFontaine 
was selected by Carolina in the third round, 75th overall, of 
the 2016 NHL Draft. 
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About Last Night: Hurricanes Not Sharp Enough in Overtime Loss to Panthers 

By Brett Finger  

For the first time in about four weeks, the Carolina 
Hurricanes suited up for games on back-to-back nights. Also 
for the first time in about four weeks, the team got handed a 
loss. 

The Florida Panthers came to Raleigh and got the better of 
the Hurricanes for most of the night, scoring an early goal, 
building a 3-1 lead, and then finding a goal when they 
needed it in overtime to take over the number one seed in 
the Eastern Conference. 

It was a mixture of highlights and lowlights for Rod 
Brind’Amour’s group, so let’s talk about last night. 

A One-Line Night 

It was a rough night for most of Carolina’s forward group, 
which got outplayed by Florida’s quick-strike offense in 
almost every situation. 

One line did show up for the Hurricanes, though, and that 
was the trio of Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, and Seth 
Jarvis. 

That exciting line was head and shoulders above any other 
forward offering that Carolina came to the table with, almost 
singlehandedly carrying their offense at 5-on-5. Their 76.08 
on-ice xGF% at 5-on-5 led the team, and no other line 
finished above 27.02%. 

In just 7:04 of ice time at 5-on-5, they collected five scoring 
chances while the Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, and 
Jesper Fast combination had four scoring chances in almost 
double the 5-on-5 ice time while getting hemmed in their own 
zone almost routinely. The rest of the forward lines 
accounted for just a single scoring chance. 

Unsurprisingly, that standout line accounted for the game-
tying goal in the early stages of the third period. 

Carolina did, at least, hold the Panthers off from getting 
many scoring chances in the third period, but it was a 
generally forgettable night at PNC Arena. 

“We were slow again tonight,” Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “We had a lot of guys that didn’t play good. Let’s just 
leave it at that. It was tough... a handful of guys that you 
could say ‘wow, they were on their game tonight.’ When 
you’re playing a team like that and we’re not sharp, that’s 
going to be tough. I give the guys credit for digging in a little. 
The third period was better, for sure. That kind of started 
looking like a semblance of a game. But you can’t spot 
teams periods where we’re not very good. That’s not going to 
work.” 

It certainly didn’t work, but as we’ve said often this season, 
the Hurricanes still found a way to be one shot away from 
winning the game despite a lackluster performance against a 
strong contender. 

Lyon vs. Panther 

In a surprising development, Alex Lyon got the net for the 
Hurricanes against the Panthers due to an upper-body injury 
suffered by Antti Raanta that rendered him unable to play. 

The night got off to a rough start for the journeyman 
netminder. 

The first shot of the night came at the 65-second mark, and it 
came off the stick of Jonathan Huberdeau in the high slot. 

Teravainen responded quickly on the power play, but the 
next two goals went Florida’s way in an unfortunate fashion. 

Lyon got about 75% of a Carter Verhaeghe shot on a two-on-
one, but the puck still managed to ricochet off his glove and 
trickle over the goal line late in the first period. Then, on the 
first shift of the second period, Verhaeghe snuck a far-side 
shot through Lyon to make it a two-goal game. 

It was a tough start for Lyon, who got thrown into the fire on 
short notice, but he did rebound and keep the game within 
reach for the final 39 minutes, especially in the second 
period where the Panthers had a number of chances to 
further extend their lead. The middle frame was probably 
Carolina’s weakest defensive period, but Lyon was up to the 
task. 

“We kind of threw him into the mix here, and he was good,” 
said Brind’Amour of Lyon’s night. “He would probably like to 
have that first one back, but then he dug in and made some 
real big saves. He allowed us to at least get back in the 
game and at least have a chance to squeak it out.” 

A Brady Skjei turnover led to the deciding blow from Anthony 
Duclair on a two-on-one in overtime. Lyon was left out to dry 
and couldn’t do much to stop Duclair point-blank. 

Despite his poor start, Lyon built a game for himself and kept 
Florida at bay as Carolina’s skaters tried to build a game of 
their own. Florida’s big second period, paired with a pair of 
power plays in the third period, gave them an opportunity to 
blow the game open, but Lyon was good enough to give the 
Hurricanes a chance to find their footing, which is pretty 
much all you can ask for. 

Skjei it Ain’t So 

Unfortunately, Brady Skjei’s final play on Saturday was the 
one that decided the game in the other team’s favor, but his 
second-period goal marked a career-first. 

With his slap shot goal off of an offensive zone faceoff win, 
Skjei scored in his third consecutive game, good for the 
longest goal streak in his seven-season NHL career. 

Over his last three games, Skjei has scored four goals. That 
matches his total goal scoring from the first 89 games of his 
tenure with the Hurricanes. He has eight points over his last 
five games, which has more than doubled his point output 
this season. He had just five points in his first 28 games this 
season. 

Skjei is in the most productive stretch of his NHL career, and 
while last night ended on a sour note, his production has 
been a pleasant surprise as of late. The Hurricanes will 
undoubtedly take it while they can. 

This run from Skjei is reminiscent of Joel Edmundson's 
stretch back in 2019 when the former Hurricane ripped off 
eight points over a six-game span. 
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He was a very popular teammate during his time with the 
Canes, and our thoughts are with the Edmundson family as it 

was announced on Saturday that Joel’s father Bob passed 
away at age 61 after a fight with lung cancer. 

 

 

 

Wolves rally in historic fashion 

Down by one entering the third period, the Chicago Wolves 
received goals from Stefan Noesen and Andrew Poturalski 
and held the Cleveland Monsters without a shot to rally for a 
4-3 triumph Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena. 

Forward Jack Drury and defenseman Artyom Serikov also 
scored for the Wolves (22-5-1-1), who won for the 14th time 
in 15 games to extend their Central Division lead to eight 
points. 

Noesen assisted on Poturalski’s game-tying goal 24 seconds 
into the third period, then Poturalski helped set up Noesen’s 
game-winning power-play tally at the 9:53 mark. Meanwhile, 
the Wolves’ defense didn’t allow a shot for an entire period 
for just the second time in the franchise’s 28-year history. 
The only other blanking occurred against the Peoria 
Rivermen on Nov. 18, 2005. 

“We challenged them to ‘Let’s just go out and work as hard 
as we can,’ ” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “To 
be a really good hockey team, we need to play full-speed. It 
needs to be tenacious on the forecheck, hounding pucks, 
hunting on pucks, holding on to pucks — and we did that in 
the third period. It was important for us to have that 
mentality.” 

The rally made a deserving winner of goaltender Daniel 
Mannella (1-0-0), who earned his first AHL win. The Wolves 
signed the second-year pro from the ECHL’s Tulsa Oilers on 
Saturday — and he stopped 16 of 16 shots in relief Saturday 
and 24 of 27 Sunday. 

Cleveland jumped on top 35 seconds into the game on Cole 
Fonstad’s third goal of the year. Tyler Sikura won a faceoff 
back to Trey Fix-Wolansky, who inadvertently banked a one-
timer off Fonstad that changed direction and slowed down 
dramatically to sneak past Mannella. 

The Wolves pulled even at 12:48 of the first on Drury’s 
power-play goal. Joey Keane steered the puck from the point 
to the right circle for Poturalski, who dished to Drury in the 
slot for a pinpoint redirect past goaltender Jet Greaves. 

Chicago took its first lead on Serikov’s goal at 15:25 of the 
first. The Wolves worked to keep the puck in the offensive 
zone, then Spencer Smallman fed Serikov at the left point 
and he snapped a rising shot that sneaked through the traffic 
created by Dominik Bokk. 

Cleveland (11-9-4-3) knotted things 2-2 on a fluke bounce at 
2:33 of the second. Defenseman Billy Sweezey rifled the 
puck down the right boards intending to rim it around to the 
other side. Mannella went behind the net to intercept the 
puck, but it took an unlikely bounce from the corner into the 
crease for Jake Gaudet to tap home. 

The Monsters regained a 3-2 edge when Brendan Gaunce 
spied Josh Dunne open just outside the crease for a redirect 
for a power-play goal at 9:44 of the second. 

The Wolves forged the game’s third tie just 24 seconds into 
the third as defenseman Max Lajoie spun the puck toward 
the left corner for Noesen, who steered a no-look pass to 
Sam Miletic near the other corner. Miletic found Poturalski 
open by the crease and fed him for his 15th goal of the year 
to make it 3-3. 

Then, moments after Cleveland defenseman Thomas 
Schemitsch punched Drury twice in the jaw to earn a 
roughing penalty and a 10-minute misconduct, the Wolves’ 
power play delivered the game-tying goal. Poturalski whisked 
a pass from the right circle to the left circle, then C.J. Smith’s 
slick stickwork forced a Monsters defenseman to sprawl the 
ice and the goaltender to lurch out of the crease. Smith 
dangled around them and fed Noesen for a tap-in and a 4-3 
lead at 9:53. 

Greaves (1-2-0) posted 30 saves in his first game since Dec. 
4. 

The Wolves complete their brief homestand against the 
Grand Rapids Griffins at 7 p.m. Wednesday on Craft Beer 
Night. For the best ticket specials, contact a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257174777.html 

https://theathletic.com/3059648/2022/01/10/marc-andre-fleurys-return-zach-fucales-bizarre-record-chase-and-more-goalie-weirdness/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-sign-lafontaine-to-entry-level-contract/20070710/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/goalie-jack-lafontaine-signs-with-carolina-hurricanes/c-329634376 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-philadelphia-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-0d8406bc24184ceea005d0680cccd563 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/10/nhl-rink-wrap-anaheim-ducks-trevor-zegras-shines-carolina-hurricanes-sign-top-goalie-prospect-and-bergevin-
joins-kings/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/9/22875540/canes-ink-lafontaine-to-elc 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/9/22874899/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-not-sharp-enough-in-overtime-loss-florida-panthers-skjei-

aho 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/09/wolves-rally-in-historic-fashion/ 
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Desperate for goalie help, Hurricanes sign top prospect in middle of the 
NCAA season 

 

Luke DeCock5-6 minutes Invalid Date 

 

Updated 6:16 p.m. with the Hurricanes confirming the signing. Updated 
6:35 p.m. with comments from general manager Don Waddell. 

Jack LaFontaine was in net for the University of Minnesota in a 6-3 win at 
Michigan State on Saturday night. A day later, the 2016 third-round draft 
pick turned pro and signed with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Faced with a wave of goalie injuries throughout the system, with Antti 
Raanta a late scratch Saturday with an upper-body injury and AHL 
goalies Eetu Makeniemi and Beck Warm both injured, the Hurricanes 
settled Sunday on an unusual solution: the midseason signing of the 
starting goalie of a top-10 NCAA team in the middle of the college 
season. 

An Ontario native, he’ll practice with the Hurricanes while he awaits a 
work visa, but Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell didn’t rule out 
LaFontaine making his NHL debut in short order, especially if Raanta 
remains out. 

“We’ll play it by ear and see how things are here with the goalie 
situation,” Waddell told The News & Observer. “We definitely want to give 
him a chance. He’ll be a restricted free agent at the end of the year so 
we’ve got to find out what we’ve got here. The good thing is, we’re high 
on him.” 

LaFontaine, 24, started his career at Michigan before transferring to 
Minnesota, playing a year of junior hockey between. He won the Mike 
Richter Award last season as the top goalie in college hockey and was a 
Hobey Baker finalist as the Gophers won the Big Ten championship 
before losing in the second round of the NCAA tournament. 

The Hurricanes attempted to sign him over the summer, but LaFontaine 
decided to return to Minnesota for a fifth year of eligibility, and the 
Ontario native has started all 20 games for the No. 8 Gophers, going 12-
8 with a 2.69 goals-against average and .900 save percentage. Last 
season, he was 22-7 with a 1.79 GAA and .934 save percentage. 

LaFontaine signed a one-year deal that will pay him $750,000 at the NHL 
level and $70,000 in the AHL, with an $88,500 signing bonus. With the 
Hurricanes over the salary cap, the deal was structured to keep his 
average salary under $1 million, making him eligible to be an emergency 
COVID recall. 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes have been scrambling for bodies in net in 
both the NHL and AHL. Alex Lyon, called up from the Hurricanes’ COVID 
taxi squad Saturday, stopped 33 shots in a 4-3 overtime loss to the 
Florida Panthers. Frederik Andersen, who saw heavy action Friday, 
would presumably be back in net Tuesday at the Philadelphia Flyers. 
Raanta’s availabilty, however, remains in doubt. 

“We’ve got some concerns with his injury,” Waddell said. “There’s no 
timetable. He could be back this week, he could be back next week, he 
could be out for longer. And Lyon did a good job for us. But this is a 
unique year with COVID. If we ever lost Raanta or Andersen long term, 
we could really be short-handed. This kind of fell in our lap at the right 
time.” 

Waddell said the Hurricanes would keep three goalies with the NHL team 
the rest of the way as a precaution. 

Raanta’s sudden unavailability put an even greater strain on an 
organization that has run out of goalies under contract. The AHL Chicago 
Wolves currently have six goalies on their roster, four of them on tryout 
contracts. Their two goalies Sunday against the Cleveland Monsters 
were recent call-ups from the Toledo Walleyes and Tulsa Oilers of the 
ECHL, with a total of one game of AHL experience between them, that 
coming Saturday night. 
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Backup keeper in like a Lyon, helps Hurricanes earn a point in an OT 
loss to Florida 

 

Justin Pelletier7-9 minutes Invalid Date 

 

If Alex Lyon saves up all of his paychecks from this hockey season — 
even if the Canes are really nice and pay him as if he played all 82 
games in the NHL this season — and cashes them all at once, that total 
deposit would just equal what Sergei Bobrovsky earned by the end of 
October. 

No exaggeration necessary. 

Bobrovsky earns $10 million per year and is on pace to play about 50 
games this season between the pipes for the Florida Panthers, an 
average of $200,000 per game. Lyon’s base salary in the NHL is 
$750,000, and his minor league base is $200,000. 

Bobrovsky went into Saturday’s game with more saves this season in the 
NHL (625), than Lyon has in his career (478). The Canes backup made 
his second NHL start for the Hurricanes on Saturday and 24th in the NHL 
overall. 

But the NHL and its players care nothing for contract status, nor how 
many zeros follow the number on the front end of that contract. They DO 
care about wins and losses, though, which is why on the surface it was 
curious that the Canes chose to activate Lyon off the taxi squad Saturday 
afternoon and immediately insert him into the lineup against Bobrovsky 
and the Panthers, who are among the top four teams in the league 
standings. 

A pregame interview with Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour shed a 
little light on that situation, saying the team was dealing with a pair of 
“banged-up goalies.” Frederik Andersen played — and played well — in 
Friday’s 6-3 win over the Flames, but he was quite busy. Antti Raanta 
backed him up, but curiously never sat with the team on the bench. The 
team said he was available to play if needed, but he remained in the 
locker room. On Saturday, the Canes ruled Raanta out with an upper-
body injury. 

So, in the second game of a back-to-back, that left Lyon. 

Not that he’s been a slouch this season: Lyon is 9-1-1 with a minuscule 
1.79 GAA and .929 save percentage with the Chicago Wolves in the 
AHL. In his one other appearance with Carolina this season, Lyon 
stopped 27 of 29 shots in a 3-2 win over St. Louis on Nov. 13. 

Still, Saturday was different. 

The Panthers were division opponents in last year’s COVID-influenced 
realignment. Both teams are good — 1-2 in the latest NHL standings 
based on the percentage of points gained — and that naturally breeds 
resentment. 

“I felt like the first 30 minutes of that game, I was scrambling a bit,” Lyon 
admitted, “and then found a little bit of a rhythm there.” 

And oh, yeah, the Canes rallied to tie the score with 18:15 to play, putting 
the pressure squarely back on Lyon’s back. 

“We threw him into the mix and he was good,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “Yeah, he’d probably like to have that 
first one back but he dug in and made some real big saves and allowed 
us to get back in the game and have a chance to maybe squeak it out.” 

The 29-year-old keeper — among the older players on Saturday’s roster 
despite his lack of NHL experience — played well above his pay grade. 

He robbed Anthony Duclair at the right post on a crossing feed during a 
Panthers’ power play, and when the puck cycled back to the top of the 
umbrella, he swallowed the point shot with a pair of forwards crowding 
the crease. After a pair of shorthanded Carolina rushes, he slammed the 

door as Florida made a rush against some tired penalty killers. Once he 
thought the puck got through his pads, and he whirled around glove-hand 
first to snare the shot, but it was tucked safely between his pads. 

And that was in the six minutes following the equalizer. 

Florida pest Frank Vatrano even tried mind games with Lyon later in the 
third. Following an abbreviated Florida power play, Vatrano was whistled 
for interference. Instead of making his way to the penalty box, he skated 
into Lyon’s crease while the keeper fueled up on water. Lyon ignored 
him, officials came and snagged Vatrano and off he went, shaking his 
head while watching the big screen with a smirk. 

Lyon did what he needed to do, even if he’s his own worst critic. 

“I didn’t feel that I played that well,” Lyon said. “But at the same time, I 
felt like I was effective at stopping the puck, which, sometimes, that’s just 
how it goes. You’re not always going to be perfect technically, and 
sometimes it’s just about getting the job done.” 

Overtime in the NHL is a crapshoot. Teams skating 3-on-3 can turn the 
best of goalies backwards. Lyon stuffed one Florida OT chance, but he 
had no chance on Duclair’s winner. 

No matter. 

Lyon may not be able to match Bobrovsky on the ledger, and he may 
have suffered a tough-luck OT loss, but he proved Saturday he can go 
toe to toe with the Russian — or any NHL goalie — on the ice. In two 
games this season, the journeyman has more than acquitted himself with 
the Canes, proving he can help the team when it needs him. 

That, he can take to the bank. 

Justin is a 20-year veteran sports journalist with stops in Lewiston, Maine 
(Sun Journal), and Boston (Boston Herald). A proud husband, and father 
of twin girls, Pelletier is a Boston University graduate and member of the 
esteemed Jack Falla sportswriting mafia. He has earned dozens of state 
and national sportswriting and editing awards covering preps, colleges 
and professional leagues. 
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Flyers’ losses mounting, but top players due back from COVID-19 
protocols 

Things have gone from bad to worse for the Flyers this month but they 
will soon get back to full strength. 

Mike Yeo's Flyers have dropped five straight games. 

 

by Giana Han Published Jan 9, 2022 

 

The Flyers were counting down the days until Monday when, barring any 
more negative tests, they will finally have everyone out of COVID-19 
protocols. 

After the Los Angeles Kings snapped their seven-game point streak on 
Jan. 1, things have gone from bad to worse for the Flyers. The hot streak 
turned into a cold one — five straight losses — and now the Flyers are 
trying to keep from going back to where they were in December, facing 
down a 10-game losing streak. 

“We don’t want to get to the point where it’s too little too late,” forward 
James van Riemsdyk said. “So certainly we’re going to have to start 
really stringing together some good hockey and some good results.” 

During their 10-game skid, the Flyers were feeling the loss of their injured 
players, including top-pair defenseman Ryan Ellis, and centers Kevin 
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Hayes, Derick Brassard, Nate Thompson, and Patrick Brown. While the 
Flyers now have Hayes and Brown back, they have lost more than 
they’ve gained. 

After testing positive for COVID on Dec. 21, Sean Couturier remained out 
due to injury. Then they lost Scott Laughton, a lineup staple who can play 
multiple forward positions, and starting goalie Carter Hart. While they’ve 
since seen Laughton and Hart return, they’ve also lost to COVID 
protocols captain Claude Giroux, top-pair defenseman Ivan Provorov, 
top-line forward Travis Konecny, and second-pair defenseman Travis 
Sanheim, who has been logging more than 20 minutes a game. 

So by the time the Flyers played their rival Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Thursday and faced the San Jose Sharks again on Saturday, they were 
down four injured players and four players who were in COVID protocols, 
not including the players who have been injured since the start of the 
season. 

“Obviously some key guys that we’re missing right now,” van Riemsdyk 
said. “So really important to get those guys back in the lineup, and 
hopefully, again, we’ve got to start putting together some wins, building 
some momentum, and going from there.” 

Interim coach Mike Yeo isn’t sure that will be enough. Based on their two 
losses since returning home, the Flyers aren’t just missing bodies and 
talent, they’re also missing a level of competiveness. 

Two games in a row, opponents walked all over the Flyers on their home 
ice. The 6-2 loss to the Penguins was out of control from the start, but the 
Flyers managed to gain the advantage over the Sharks despite being 
outplayed. Seven minutes into the third, they had a two-goal lead, but a 
minute later, they gave up the first of two unanswered goals that led to 
their 3-2 overtime loss. 

The Flyers have struggled this season when giving up the first goal, and 
Yeo spoke of their need for resiliency. Against the Sharks, they still 
couldn’t bounce back after giving up a single goal, despite being the ones 
with the lead. 

“I think that there was some attempt at it [resiliency], but I think a lot of 
that stuff is habits, too,” Yeo said. “The self-inflicted harm that we’re 
doing to ourselves is something that we’ve got to get out of our system 
and something that we’ve got to prevent here.” 

Against both opponents, the Flyers struggled to get out of the defensive 
zone. When they did, they struggled to get out of the neutral zone. And if 
they finally won the puck in the neutral zone, they either dumped it into 
the offensive zone or they struggled to maintain control. As a result, the 
Penguins outshot the Flyers by 12 and the Sharks outshot them by 16. 

“You’re not going to win hockey games like that,” Yeo said. 

The coach also said he’s looking forward to getting players back. Their 
experience will help them make smarter decisions, and their skill might 
help lessen mistakes. Giroux will also play a major role in the faceoff 
battles. 

But missing players was only part of the problem. So when Monday’s 
practice arrives, Yeo will welcome them back, then turn his focus toward 
fixing those bad habits in hopes that they’ll be able to turn things around 
before it’s too late. 

Published Jan. 9, 2022 
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Flyers Notebook: Yeo indicates club will be more careful next time with 
injured Brassard 

 

By JACK MCCAFFERY | jmccaffery@delcotimes.com | The Delaware 
County Daily Times PUBLISHED: January 9, 2022 at 3:12 a.m. | 
UPDATED: January 9, 2022 at 6:50 a.m. 

 

Mike Yeo’s instinct before starting Derick Brassard for the first time in 
nearly a month Thursday was that the veteran forward first could have 
used a full practice. 

Turns out, that hunch was correct. 

With the Flyers extremely shorthanded due to health protocols and 
injuries, Yeo started the 34-year-old against the Penguins. Yet while 
logging more than 16 minutes in a four-goal loss, Brassard was slowed 
by the hip injury that had limited him to one game since Nov. 23. 

By Saturday, he was unable to play against the visiting San Jose Sharks. 
Yeo did not sound like another Brassard return is imminent. 

“It sounded like he had a good appointment Friday, and sort of got a 
better read on what’s going on,” the coach said. “I am hopeful and 
optimistic that going forward, we can put a good plan in place for when 
he plays again. But it sounds like we have a good return-to-play plan for 
him.” 

Brassard supplied some early energy, but quickly appeared to tire. 

“He got a little more sore,” Yeo said. “We didn’t know about that until 
afterward. But I thought early in the game, he added something to us. 
He’s got the ability to make plays, to play on the power-play and the 
ability to play wing and center. He’d be a really useful player to have in 
our lineup.” 

The Flyers signed the veteran Brassard to a one-year contract last 
offseason, expecting to benefit from his experience. But the hip issue has 
limited him to 19 games, four goals and seven assists. 

“I talked to him,” Yeo said, “and I am very much going to make sure that 
he has a practice before he gets back in there.” 

• • • 

Yeo started Martin Jones in goal Saturday, aware that his contract was 
bought out by the Sharks at the end of last season. 

“It’s always exciting to play against your former team, and for a guy like 
Jonsey, he obviously played a lot of good hockey for that organization,” 
Yeo said. “These things happen in this business. We all know that. But at 
the same time, there is a sense of pride going up against your former 
team. So he is excited for the opportunity, and we’re excited to give him 
the opportunity.” 

• • • 

After a one-game audition, 21-year-old defenseman Egor Zamula was 
returned to the taxi squad, along with forward Connor Bunnaman. 

The Flyers maintain high hopes for the 6-3, 185-pound Zamula, who 
played two games for them last season. 

“I thought he moved the puck well and played with good poise,” Yeo said. 
“He needs to get bigger and stronger and learn to play heavier at the 
NHL level. But he is making good progress. We were very encouraged.” 

• • • 

Along with Jackson Cates, Nick Seeler returned Saturday after a three-
game Covid-list hitch. Seeler was paired on defense with Rasmus 
Ristolainen. 

“I am looking forward to playing with him,” Seeler said. “Obviously, he 
brings that physicality, and I enjoy that as well. So I think we’ll feed off 
each other nicely.” 
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Claude Giroux, Ivan Provorov, Travis Konecny and Travis Sanheim 
remained in Covid protocol, along with injured Sean Couturier (upper 
body), Nate Thompson (shoulder) and Ryan Ellis (lower body). 

• • • 

Former goaltender Robbie Moore, who made a quick impression in 1979, 
has died at 67, according to the Flyers Alumni Association. Moore 
suffered a heart attack and died in an Ontario hospital Thursday, reports 
said. He played in five regular-season games in 1979, generating two 
shutouts, then contributed to a first-round playoff triumph over 
Vancouver. 

He later played for the Washington Capitals. Moore was a member of the 
1979 champion Maine Mariners, the Flyers’ AHL affiliate. A club 
statement said “Our thoughts and prayers are with the Moore family and 
loved ones during this difficult time.” 

Delaware County Times LOADED: 01.10.2022 

1231868 Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

Blue Jackets earn first regulation win in over a month on Jakub Voracek's 
big night 

 

Bailey Johnson 

 

The common theme throughout this season for the Blue Jackets is their 
inability to string three full periods of hockey together. 

They might play a good first, or a good third, or maybe two good periods 
out of three, but the sought-after "full 60" has proved elusive, particularly 
on their recent 3-10-1 skid.  

But Saturday, though it wasn't seamless, the Jackets played their most 
complete game in weeks and came away with a 4-3 win over New Jersey 
— their first regulation win since Dec. 5. 

"The past couple games, we’ve gotten the lead or a team’s tied it and we 
weren’t able to maintain the consistency throughout the game," 
defenseman Andrew Peeke said. "Tonight, we responded really well and 
kept it together, played hard. I think you can guys can say that you saw 
us compete and battle really hard for 60 minutes. That was the biggest 
thing. We stayed cool, we stayed calm and were able to get the win." 

In the first five minutes of the game, Columbus led 2-0 on goals from 
forwards Oliver Bjorkstrand and Boone Jenner. But by the time the period 
was over, the Devils had evened the score, taking advantage of lapses 
by the Jackets that, in previous games, would've proved insurmountably 
deflating.  

This time, they managed to keep their heads above water and not panic. 

Rookie forward Yegor Chinakhov scored his second goal of the season 
to regain the lead at 9:31 of the second period, though the Devils were 
able to tie the game again minutes later. But once again, the Jackets 
didn't collapse or panic when the game was tied, and a full-extension 
save from Joonas Korpisalo sent them to the locker room for the second 
intermission tied at three goals apiece. 

"A save like that wins us the game," Peeke said. "Coming into the locker 
room, coming off a save like that, right at the end of the period on the 
(penalty kill), that’s just a momentum-booster for us. Even though the 
period ends, we feel in the locker room that it’s a game-changing save 
that can work in our favor." 

Exactly five minutes into the third period, Bjorkstrand scored his second 
goal of the night — a one-timer from the high slot — to give the Jackets 
the lead for the third time. And this time, they were able to hang on.  

The final minutes weren't without drama, particularly after New Jersey 
pulled goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood for an extra attacker with two 
minutes left, but in the end, Columbus hung on and did just enough to get 
back in the win column. 

"I thought we played some good minutes," Bjorkstrand said. "Maybe at 
some times, some details could’ve straightened up a little bit, but I think 
we’re going in the right direction. ... I think we’re getting there now. Now 
the key is to keep this going. We can’t take steps backwards." 

Jakub Voracek celebrates 1,000 NHL games 

After playing in his 1,000th NHL game Thursday in New Jersey — a 3-1 
loss in which he was held off the scoresheet — Jakub Voracek was 
honored ahead of Saturday's game for the milestone. 

Tribute videos with comments from former teammates played throughout 
the night, and before the game, Voracek was presented with the 
traditional silver stick, a painting celebrating his career and a customized 
Rolex watch from his teammates, past and present.  

Once the game started, Voracek was ready to kick off the celebration 
with a bang. He played the first 2:01 of the game — joking after the game 
that he almost had a stroke after such a long shift — and set up 
Bjorkstrand's goal to open the scoring. He finished with two primary 
assists, bringing him into a tie with Avalanche forward Nathan 
MacKinnon for the most primary assists in the NHL with 20. 

"He ended up being a real big part of this game for us," Jackets coach 
Brad Larsen said. "Two primary assists, makes some great plays for us. 
He’s a passionate hockey player. Loves to play. Hates losing. He’s an 
important guy for us. Happy to see him, in this game, (with) the 
magnitude of the milestone, that he was able to contribute and help for 
the win." 

Bjorkstrand was the beneficiary of both of Voracek's assists, and the 
magnitude of teaming up with Voracek for two goals on the night he was 
celebrated for his 1,000th game wasn't lost on Bjorkstrand.  

"That was awesome," Bjorkstrand said. "With him, I feel like you just 
have to find the open space and he’ll give you the puck. I’ve gotta try to 
find that space a little more often. He’ll definitely pass it. It’s fun to be a 
part of." 

Joonas Korpisalo gets first win since Nov. 22 

It hasn't been an easy season for Korpisalo, who saw his teammate Elvis 
Merzlikins sign a five-year extension before the season started — a 
move that indicated this will likely be Korpisalo's final season in 
Columbus.  

On the ice, Korpisalo struggled, and off the ice, he battled through two 
bouts of illness — a non-COVID illness in early December that was 
severe enough to land him on injured reserve and COVID-19 at the end 
of December — before having to step in as the starter after Merzlikins 
suffered a lower-body injury Jan. 1.  

It was clear that Korpisalo wasn't himself when he made his first start in 
over a month on Tuesday against Tampa, but he showed signs of 
regaining his form Thursday in New Jersey despite the loss. 

Saturday, he made his third consecutive start for the first time all season 
and finally picked up a win, his first since Nov. 22 and his first win at 
home since April 6. Korpisalo finished with 27 saves on 30 shots. 

"Thrilled for Korpi," Larsen said. "He’s had a year. He really has. A lot of 
crazy things have happened. Felt like last game, he found his rhythm 
again. Settled in. He had another solid game tonight. It’s good to see him 
get in the win column." 

Korpisalo's save on Nico Hischier at the end of the second period was 
the type of game-changing save goalies dream about. On the power 
play, Hischier received a pass from Jack Hughes and had nothing but net 
as he released a one-timer. Somehow, Korpisalo pushed across the 
crease, extended into a full split and snagged the puck out of the air. 
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Peeke, who was on the ice with a front-row seat to Korpisalo's heroics, 
was blown away. 

"That save was ridiculous," Peeke said. "I was on the ice. I was right 
there. Seeing that that close was unbelievable. ... Unbelievable save. 
Should be number one on SportsCenter for sure." 

Andrew Peeke leans into physicality 

Peeke has put an emphasis on playing a more physical game this 
season, and that emphasis was on full display Saturday. He set a career-
high in hits with eight and was a disruptive presence throughout the 
game. 

After Thursday's loss, facing the Devils again two days later gave the 
Jackets an opportunity to directly apply the lessons they learned and 
work to produce a better outcome. One of the areas they identified for 
improvement was the physical play — something Peeke doesn't need an 
invitation to engage in. 

"Reviewing from last game, looking at some of their forwards, if you play 
physical on them and limit their time and space, it makes it tough for 
them," Peeke said. "There’s abilities to turn over pucks and that leads to 
transition for us. Tonight, I really tried to focus on that, eliminate plays 
and take out the body." 

Blue Jackets one-timers 

-Forwards Jack Roslovic, Emil Bemstrom and Max Domi didn't see the 
ice in the final eight minutes of the third period while the Jackets 
defended a one-goal lead. Domi finished with the highest time on ice of 
the three with 11:52 and two shots on goal, while Roslovic attempted two 
shots (none on goal) in 11:30 and Bemstrom played a team-low 7:40. 

-Bjorkstrand scored two goals for the third time this season and 14th time 
of his career to bring his total to 11 goals this year. He has never had a 
hat trick. 

-Rookie forward Cole Sillinger played the final 43 seconds of the game 
while the Devils had a six-on-five advantage, including winning a key 
battle along the boards to clear the puck out of the Jackets' defensive 
zone with under 25 seconds left to play.  

-Forward Boone Jenner had a game-high seven shots on goal, his most 
of the season. He also had three shots blocked to finish with 10 total 
attempts in 22:11 on ice. He scored one goal while centering a pass from 
behind the net that bounced off Hughes' skate and into the Devils' net.  

-In his return from missing two games while on the COVID-19 protocol 
list, Zach Werenski played a game-high 27:20 with two shots on goal, 
three total attempts, two blocked shots and one hit. 
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Blue Jackets Sunday Gathering: Welcome to the rebuild, where the 
biggest challenge is the lumps and losses 

 

Aaron Portzline14-17 minutes 1/10/2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A collection of notes, insights, ruminations and did-
you-knows gathered throughout the week that was for the Blue Jackets: 

Item #1: The hard part 

Saturday was one of those memorable nights in Nationwide Arena, a 
game so full of smiles that you almost forget we’re still months away from 
spring. 

Jake Voracek’s family and teammates, past and present, helped honor 
him for having played 1,000 NHL games. Then Voracek went out and 
collected two primary assists, Oliver Bjorkstrand scored two goals, 
goaltender Joonas Korpisalo made a spectacular save, and the Blue 
Jackets, despite blowing two leads, held on for a 4-3 win over New 
Jersey. 

If you looked closer, there was even more to savor. Rookie Yegor 
Chinakhov scored a goal and drew a late penalty from the “hard area of 
the ice,” which must thrill coaches and management. Fellow rookie Cole 
Sillinger — the youngest player in the NHL this season — was on the ice 
during the final seconds of the game, when a coach sends out his most 
trusted players. That’s not a small thing. 

It’s games like Saturday’s, and it’s the finer points like Chinakhov and 
Sillinger playing ahead of some veterans, that must sustain Blue Jackets 
fans for these next couple of months, which figure to be challenging in 
Columbus. 

If there’s one thing we know about rebuilding (or restarting, or re-
whatever you’d like to call it) it’s that the decision to go down this road 
can be invigorating and exciting. GM Jarmo Kekalainen’s performance 
last summer on the first night of the NHL draft was monumental in adding 
the type of assets that can hasten the process. 

But the decision to rebuild — to finally take the steps the organization 
has never properly taken — won’t be the hardest part of the process. 

The Blue Jackets — management, players, and fans — are living the 
hard part right now. 

If you look at Saturday’s win through an unemotional eye, the Jackets 
barely hung on to beat a not-very-good Devils club that has finished 
seventh, eighth and eighth in their division standings over the last three 
years. 

And with that win, the Blue Jackets are just 4-10-1 since Nov. 27. This 
season has quickly changed from the Jackets being a pleasant surprise 
in the NHL — they were 12-6-0 through the first two months — into the 
Jackets being what most expected this season. You can see the stress 
on coach Brad Larsen already. 

Blue Jackets' NHL rankings 

First 18 games 

Last 15 games 

Goals for 

3.44 (6th) 

2.73 (6th ) 

Goals against 

2.94 (15th) 

4.27 (32nd) 

Power play 

19.6 (13th) 

11.4 (29th) 

Penalty kill 

83.6 (13th) 

66.7 (31st) 

Save percentage 

.917 (11th) 

.886 (32nd) 
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Help is not on the way, either. Help can’t be on the way, because the 
Blue Jackets’ No. 1 priority is developing their young talent (Sillinger, 
Chinakhov, Adam Boqvist, etc.), evaluating some players who may or 
may not be NHL players (Grégory Hofmann, Justin Danforth, Emil 
Bemstrom, Gabriel Carlsson, etc.) and deciding which veteran players 
are going to be part of the future or trade chips at the March 21 trade 
deadline (Max Domi, Jack Roslovic, etc.). 

Of course, the losing will get to Kekalainen, but it is absolutely crucial to 
stay the course, and it helps that he’s surrounded by a front office who 
seems fully on board with this, especially president of hockey operations 
John Davidson. 

Last week, Toronto put forward Nick Ritchie on waivers, and the Blue 
Jackets would appear to have a need for like Ritchie. He has size (6-foot-
3, 235 pounds), plays a physical style and scores double-digit goals. 

Ritchie may have made the Blue Jackets a little bit better in the short 
term — that $3.3 million price tag for next season is scary, though — but 
the Jackets have too many forwards as it is, and the young kids need to 
play. 

This is hard. In the early days of the franchise, when the Jackets should 
have been stockpiling first-round picks and taking their lumps, they 
traded Kevyn Adams and a fourth-round pick to Florida for Ray Whitney. 

It was one of then-GM Doug MacLean’s best trades, but it made the 
Jackets better than they needed to be in those early days. They had one 
No. 1 pick under MacLean — and they had to trade up from No. 3 to get 
it — but otherwise had two No. 4s, two No. 8s and a No. 6 pick, leaving 
them to draft second-tier players rather than game-changers. 

Last summer, the NHL saw two proud franchises abandon their 
rebuilding efforts with a series of “today” trades. 

Chicago went all-in to get defenseman Seth Jones from the Blue Jackets, 
and now they’re 24th overall in the NHL standings without a first-round 
pick next summer. The New York Rangers cleaned house late last 
season to go a different direction. 

The next couple of months may be tough in Columbus, but things will 
start to pick up again in March and April. 

The trade deadline will be a gas, especially if Kekalainen has anywhere 
close to the success he had last season, when he traded veterans Nick 
Foligno (Toronto) and David Savard (Tampa Bay) for first-round picks. 

When Michigan’s season ends, top prospect Kent Johnson is expected to 
sign with the Blue Jackets and start his pro career. Tell me a Johnson-
Sillinger-Chinakhov line wouldn’t be a hoot by late April. 

Goaltender Daniil Tarasov could become an NHL regular if Korpisalo is 
traded before the deadline. He’s still looking for his first NHL win, but 
Tarasov has looked very good in four NHL starts and he could give Elvis 
Merzlikins a run for the No. 1 job. 

The future is bright in Columbus, but it’s just getting started. Excitement 
is there if you know where to look for it. But endurance is needed now, 
too. 

Item #2: ‘The Eye Test’ 

Like every team in professional sports these days, the Blue Jackets take 
analytics seriously. Assistant general manager Josh Flynn oversees a 
department with one full-timer and two part-time analysts, who track 
numbers from Columbus, across the NHL and across the entire hockey 
world. 

Kekalainen is a believer in the power of analytics, but he also feels 
strongly about the human element of player evaluation, that there are 
aspects of hockey and hockey players that will always be unmeasurable. 
Kekalainen is a former scout, after all. 

It’s a fascinating topic, and Canadian author Chris Jones meets it head-
on with his latest book, “The Eye Test — A case for human creativity in 
the age of analytics.” 

Jones makes the case that analytics can’t tell you everything about a 
player, that there are attributes and tendencies more accurately observed 
by trained eyes. He knows it’s a sensitive topic for many, one that’s led to 
quite a few bar rail arguments and social media squabbles. 

“I’m worried that it’s going to be cast as the anti-Moneyball,” Jones told 
The Athletic, referring to Michael Lewis’ 2003 book that helped 
revolutionize analytics in sports. “I’m ready for a fight. I don’t want a fight. 
There’s an us-against-them mentality (here) that really bothers me. 

“I understand that sometimes statistics reveal things that we can’t see. It 
would be silly to not take note of those observations. But it’s not the only 
way to see the world. I will take a really good statistical analysis. I’ll also 
take a really good set of eyes because some things are not quantifiable.” 

“The Eye Test” reaches well beyond the world of sports. Entertainment, 
weather, politics, crime, money and medicine are all explored in the 255 
pages. 

But Jones is a passionate soccer fan, and one story from the English 
Premier League is the type that compelled the book. 

“There’s a guy who works for Liverpool, the soccer club in England, 
named Ian Graham,” Jones said. “He’s a theoretical physicist. He’s a 
statistician with a massive database of players. He refuses to watch 
games because for him it risks biasing his judgment. 

“That, to me, is just … I’m sure he’s a very smart man, smarter than me 
in so many ways. But that to me is insane. I don’t understand how you 
can love something and spend your life devoted to it without actually 
watching it. You’re missing out on the best part of it.” 

It is important to note that while analytics departments have exploded in 
recent years, no professional sports teams have quite done away with 
scouts, either. Most, like Kekalainen and the Blue Jackets, use their 
analytics department in marriage with reports from their amateur and pro 
scouts. 

But Jones makes a strong case that analytics is given too much authority 
in today’s sports world, that the games we love should never be reduced 
to math equations. 

“In the wide spectrum of things,” he said, “I’m worried that we’re 
becoming a little anti-human, almost. 

“We tend to think really black and white about things. Sports is heart. It’s 
passion. It’s game smarts. It’s leadership. It’s all kinds of unquantifiable 
elements that make it great.” 

The book goes on sale Tuesday. 

3. Snacks 

• Another big “welcome back” game arrives on the schedule this week 
when Seth Jones and Chicago play in Nationwide Arena on Tuesday. It’ll 
be Jones’ first game in Columbus since he was traded to the Blackhawks 
in a blockbuster deal last summer. The trade went down weeks after 
Jones informed the Blue Jackets ahead of his final year under contract 
that he would be testing free agency when his contract with Columbus 
expired. It was a kick in the cannon to have another top-notch player 
pave his path out of Columbus, but Jones did the Blue Jackets a sizeable 
favor by telling them his plans straight-up more than a year in advance of 
his contract’s expiry. That may lessen the vitriol coming from the stands 
on Tuesday — we’re guessing Jones won’t feel anything close to the 
scorn faced by Pierre-Luc Dubois when he came back with Winnipeg — 
along with the fact that the Jackets, in early returns, are thought to have 
done very well in the Jones trade. 

• As part of the Jones trade, the Blue Jackets own Chicago’s first-round 
pick next season, unless the Blackhawks end up with the No. 1 or 2 
picks, in which case Columbus would get Chicago’s first in 2023. 
Through Saturday’s game, the Blue Jackets were 23rd and Chicago was 
26th in the NHL standings, meaning the Jackets would be in line for two 
picks in the top 10. 
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• Blue Jackets forward Grégory Hofmann left the Blue Jackets to return to 
Switzerland for personal reasons on Dec. 31. He made it known early in 
the season that he would return home when his wife, Jessica, was due to 
deliver the couple’s first child. He’s missed five games after being a 
healthy scratch in Edmonton before the unexpected two-week break for 
COVID-19. Asked for an update on Hofmann on Saturday, Kekalainen 
said he would be returning soon. 

• As noted in this space, only two drafted Blue Jackets players have 
accumulated 1,000 NHL games: Rick Nash, who was drafted No. 1 in 
2002, and Voracek, who went No. 7 in 2007. There are two other long-
ago CBJ draft picks within a couple of seasons of hitting quadruple digits. 
Derick Brassard (No. 6 in 2006), currently playing for Philadelphia, is at 
924 games. Kris Russell (No. 67 in 2005), currently with Edmonton, is at 
895 games. They’re UFAs this summer. 

• Who might be the first Columbus player to hit 1,000 games with the 
Blue Jackets? Nash remains the franchise record holder with 674 games, 
but Boone Jenner (563) could catch him late next season if he stays 
mostly healthy. Jenner’s current contract runs through 2025-26, so he’d 
need a new deal with the club to get there. Nobody else is really on the 
horizon. After Jenner, the current player with the most games in a CBJ 
sweater is Zach Werenski (366). 

• Excluding expansion clubs Vegas and Seattle, here are the clubs, other 
than Columbus, without a 1,000-game player: Atlanta/Winnipeg, Florida, 
Nashville and, surprisingly, St. Louis. 

• The NHL’s Black History Tour will make a stop outside Nationwide 
Arena from 2-7 p.m. on Tuesday before the Blue Jackets host Chicago. 
The mobile museum is filled with memorabilia from the pioneering black 
players of previous generations, but it also celebrates today’s black 
players and looks ahead to the next wave of stars. There is no charge to 
enter. 

• Former Blue Jackets captain Nick Foligno, now playing for Boston, left 
Saturday’s 5-2 win in Tampa Bay with a leg injury. Consensus in the 
building: it didn’t look good. The Bruins have already ruled Foligno out of 
Monday’s game in Washington, but say it’ll be a couple of days before 
they know the extent of his injury. Foligno has 1-5-6 and a minus-6 rating 
in 23 games for the Bruins this season. 

• Blue Jackets top prospect Kent Johnson returned to action for Michigan 
on Saturday just a week after the World Junior Championship was 
canceled due to a COVID-19 outbreak. Johnson showed no rust, putting 
up 1-2-3 and a plus-3 rating, and scoring the go-ahead third-period goal 
in the Wolverines’ 4-1 win over UMass. 

• The Blue Jackets learned on Sunday that defenseman Gavin 
Bayreuther has tested negative and is no longer in the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol after a 10-day stay. 

• After putting up 1-1-2 in New Jersey’s win over the Blue Jackets on 
Thursday, forward Jesper Bratt landed in the COVID-19 protocol the 
following day. Then, on Sunday, just hours after Saturday’s game in 
Nationwide Arena, the Devils announced that defenseman Damon 
Severson and forward Janne Kuokkanen had tested positive, too. What 
are the chances the Blue Jackets get through those games unscathed? 
Guess we’ll find out later this week or early next. 

• Before this week, the last time Blue Jackets fans had heard Cam 
Johnson’s name was the first day of training camp when Johnson was 
sent home before the skating even began after his pre-camp testing 
revealed he was, at least in the Blue Jackets’ eyes, significantly out of 
shape. That is, and forever shall be, the earliest training camp cut in 
franchise history. Johnson, who spent time on the Jackets’ taxi squad in 
2020-21, was sent home to an uncertain future and later surfaced with 
the Florida Everblades of the ECHL. But this week, with lower-body 
injuries to goaltenders Merzlikins and Tarasov and the recall of Jean-
Francois Berube to Columbus, Johnson was elevated to AHL Cleveland’s 
roster. On Saturday, he stopped 22 of 23 shots in Cleveland’s 2-1 
overtime victory over Grand Rapids. Trey Fix-Wolansky ended the game 
just 14 seconds into overtime. 
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Canucks: Expecting increased capacity for COVID-postponed games 
'unrealistic,' doctor says 

 

Ben Kuzma 

Publishing date:Jan 09, 2022 

 

Canucks defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson abides by COVID-19 mask 
mandate as he enters Rogers Arena. 

Dr. Brian Conway is an infectious diseases specialist and ardent hockey 
fan. 

His passions were separate pursuits until COVID-19 ensured they would 
often enter the same difficult conversations. 

The National Hockey League has an ambitious plan to play postponed 
games next month during what would have been the Winter Olympics 
break. The games were postponed because of new COVID-19 capacity 
limits on arenas in several Canadian provinces, including B.C. 

But the assumption that the aggressive Omicron variant will ease enough 
to allow Canadian clubs to play before increased capacity home crowds 
is a pipe dream, says Conway. 

“That’s unrealistic,” the head of the Vancouver Infectious Diseases 
Centre said Sunday. “Right now as a society, we’re being asked to plan 
for a situation where on any given day, and in any workplace, one-third 
will be out with COVID or COVID restrictions. 

“Even if you wanted to fill Rogers Arena, you wouldn’t have the staff. And 
it’s probably going to be the situation at the minimum until the end of 
February and probably longer — and that’s pretty optimistic. If I’m wrong, 
I’ll be the first to stand up and say I’m wrong. But I’m just so not seeing 
this. 

“Modelling is still projecting a worst-case scenario that could dwarf what 
we have now. It’s based on if things continue the way they are. If they 
change the modelling can flatten out. But, it brings the issue if we ignore 
this, it could actually get worse.” 

Conway said predicting the Omicron variant will soon fade is based on 
hope and not facts. And while the desire to fast-track games next month 
is based on team finances, one fact remains. 

“COVID rules,” he said. “That’s how we need to think about it.” 

The NHL may have to add a week to the regular-season schedule to 
accommodate a growing list of postponed games, but still hopes to 
complete the playoffs by late June. 

“The NHL has a decision to make,” said Conway. “Do you kick the can 
down the road a few weeks and hope for change? That’s not going to 
happen.” 

More likely, he said, is the NHL will have to play before empty arenas in 
Canada or accept the best capacity limits available. 

More than 100 NHL games have been postponed and rescheduled, 
including seven for the Canucks. The Edmonton Oilers cancelled practice 
Sunday after two more players tested positive — in addition to the five 
who were infected Saturday — and it led to their Monday game with the 
Ottawa Senators being postponed. 

The Canucks were to host the Senators on Saturday, but that game was 
postponed Friday because of attendance restrictions and a significant 
increase in COVID cases. 
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“In the middle of the week, I was surprised from a public-health point that 
it was still on,” added Conway, who is a Canucks season-ticket 
subscriber. “There’s a cognitive dissonance with what we’re trying to do 
outside of this situation in the NHL with allowing 9,000 people (half 
Rogers Arena capacity) to be sitting indoors in a relatively confined 
space.   

“We’re closing gyms and telling people to be extra careful and delaying 
the opening of schools, so we can have more robust protocols.” 

A cognitive dissonance describes the mental discomfort that results from 
holding two conflicting beliefs, values, or attitudes and the Canucks are 
now in the middle of that mess. 

On Sunday, they flew to Florida to open a five-game road trip Tuesday. 

Elias Pettersson, Brock Boeser and Jason Dickinson are out of COVID 
protocols for stops in Sunrise, Fla., Tampa Bay, Raleigh, N.C., 
Washington and Nashville, where crowds of unmasked faithful will 
average between 13,000 and 20,000. Last week, the U.S. reported a 
million COVID cases in one day. 

“In the U.S., they’ve made a decision they’re going to accept the 
consequences of significant transmission and having six, seven or eight 
players on protocol and bring in a taxi squad,” said Conway. 

“If we look at it as Canadians, the emphasis is on vaccination and public-
health rules. With whatever you’re proposing on the work front, does it fit 
in those parameters? If it doesn’t, you wait. And that’s exactly where we 
are right now. We know it (Omicron) is very transmissible, and it terms of 
what’s being reported on a daily basis, it’s an underestimate.   

“There are probably four or five times as many cases. We’re seeing it 
more in Quebec and Ontario than out west, but that just may be a matter 
of time. The first cases were in the East, and we may be lagging by a 
week or two. 

From a public perspective, Conway offered a cautionary tale that goes 
beyond double-vaccination and a booster shot because that diligence 
doesn’t ensure total protection. He has diagnosed many COVID cases 
every day using rapid tests. 

“People were doing well and one incident over the holidays where a new 
person was introduced to their environment and cases developed,” he 
said. “And respiratory viruses transmit better in cold and cramped 
circumstances like an arena. 

“It will pass, and I’m not suggesting that this is a forever thing, but it’s not 
going away in days.” 

OVERTIME — The Canucks have assigned winger Justin Bailey to 
Abbotsford (AHL) from the Vancouver taxi squad. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler: 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

 

Welcome to the 2022 edition of my annual ranking of every NHL team’s 
prospect pools. 

This 31-day project counts down to the NHL organization with the best 
collection of prospects. This page will update daily from Jan. 10 to Feb. 
9. The project will total more than 100,000 words of evaluation on more 
than 500 prospects. 

Throughout, I have made regular effort to feature quotes and insight from 
sources about these players. However, the evaluations and rankings 
themselves (both of individual prospects and each team’s farm system 
overall) are strictly my own. These assessments are the byproduct of 
countless viewings (both on tape and in person) and conversations 
spanning several years. Where my exposure to a prospect is limited, I 
have said so and relied more heavily on others. 

In the interest of evaluating only prospects who I believe have even a 
remote chance at the NHL, the rankings are capped at a maximum of 20 
players per organization (though a little more than a dozen of the 
league’s 32 teams will have honourable mentions beyond that number). 
Naturally, the pools that rank lowest in the league will tend to feature 
fewer players. It can be assumed when a player isn’t on my list that I 
don’t believe he has NHL upside. 

To be eligible for inclusion, a skater must be: 

Under 23 years old. We know that by the time a player turns 23, he is 
largely done the steep upward progression we see in prospects and will 
begin to plateau. 

Not a full-time NHL player. This is the arbitrary section of the criteria. 
Here, I trust my judgment for whether or not a rostered NHL player is still 
likely to bounce between levels more than I trust any pre-determined 
games played cutoff. Preference for inclusion as an NHL prospect is 
more likely to be given to teenagers than 22-year-olds. 

Either signed to an NHL contract or selected in the entry draft, without 
the expiration of either of those rights. Players who are signed to AHL 
contracts were not considered. 

To be eligible for inclusion, a goalie must be: 

Under 25 years old. This age criteria is more reflective of the typical 
goalie trajectory, allowing for the continued consideration of goalies who 
are very much still prospects. 

Not currently established as one of their NHL club’s two go-to options. 

The rankings are also broken down into team-specific tiers in order to 
provide you with better insight into the gap between Player A and Player 
B, as well as a sense for the potential fluidity within groups of tightly-
ranked prospects. The tiers are not universal across the league and do 
not have pre-set boundaries or projections in an effort to avoid (as best I 
can) boxing prospects into black and white expectations. 

You will, however, notice the consistent emphasis placed on upside and 
skill in my rankings. These are not rankings based on proximity to the 
NHL. A player with top-of-the-lineup potential may rank higher than a 
player with NHL experience who projects into a depth role, even if the 
former is less likely to reach his ceiling than the latter. Teams who’ve 
consistently swung on talent, instead of playing it safe, will tend to grade 
higher overall. I believe that approach should be the foundation of 
modern scouting. 

In the long run, the teams that will distinguish themselves in a league 
built on parity are those who will develop homegrown stars that can make 
an impact, in a cap world, early on in their earning power. Those are the 
sport’s most precious resource, particularly when depth pieces are so 
readily available through trades and free agency. My rankings should 
reflect that. 

For more insight into my experience, my process, the things I look for, 
and my potential biases and limitations, check out my guide to scouting. 
And for a second opinion on many of these players, check out the work 
of The Athletic’s Corey Pronman in his NHL pipeline rankings, last 
released in September. 

The Ranking 

32. Seattle Kraken 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens goalies: Price inching closer, Allen calling it as 
he sees it 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

January 9, 2022, 5:33 PM 

 

BROSSARD, Que. — Let’s get the news out of the way, since there’s a 
fair bit of it coming off an eight-day break and following the first practice 
the Montreal Canadiens held in 2022. 

We thought Carey Price might be on the ice, either with his teammates or 
before or after them, but he wasn’t. 

The franchise goaltender, who’s still recovering from off-season surgery 
(a process that was halted for a month when he checked into the 
NHL/NHLPA player assistance program on Oct. 7), was at the facility, 
meeting with trainers. He still has a meeting pending with the surgeon 
who fixed his knee in the third week of July. 

Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme said that meeting is imminent 
and that it will be attended by Price, the surgeon and team doctors and 
trainers. 

The coach said Price could still get on the ice before that meeting 
happens and added that next steps would be for him to do so, then ramp 
up his work with goaltending coach Eric Raymond, and eventually join 
the team for practice. 

But until that happens, people will continue to wonder if the 34-year-old 
will actually play games this season. 

“No one has told me that Carey doesn’t have a chance of playing this 
year,” said Ducharme. “We talked about the steps he needs to go 
through. It’s certain that with the time we lost that we couldn’t even be in 
this building. That was time for treatment, time for practice that he and 
other players didn’t have.” 

So, the process continues to drag. 

The processes for injured players Josh Anderson, Joel Armia, Christian 
Dvorak and Mike Hoffman seem to be moving along better. Ducharme 
said all four are considered day-to-day, and he didn’t rule out the 
possibility of them returning on the coming road trip. 

“Are they going to play the first game in Boston (Wednesday)? We can’t 
say yet,” Ducharme said. “But we can say that the four guys are getting 
closer to a return.” 

That’s particularly good news for Anderson, who was expected to miss 
eight weeks after suffering an upper-body injury on Dec. 2. 

Less good news: Paul Byron still has a bit of time to spend on the 
COVID-protocol list before making his long-anticipated season debut. 

Byron was a game or two away from returning from off-season hip 
surgery when an exposure to COVID forced him to return home from 
Tampa Bay to his family on Dec. 28. At some point between then and 
now, he tested positive for the virus, making him unavailable to 
participate in Sunday’s practice. 

Brendan Gallagher, day-to-day with a lower-body injury suffered in 
Carolina on Dec. 30, was also absent. As were Jeff Petry, Cayden 
Primeau, Gianni Fairbrother, Brandon Baddock, Louie Belpedio, Alex 
Romanov and Jake Evans, who were all placed in COVID protocol before 
the Canadiens returned home from Florida on Jan. 1. 

Most of those players will remain in the United States due to Canadian 
border restrictions. They’re scheduled to meet the Canadiens in Boston 
this week. 

Lastly, following the passing of his father, Bob, Joel Edmundson is home 
in Brandon, Man. 

'Win or loss doesn’t matter at this point.' 

I’d say it was refreshing, but it was actually just more of the same from 
Jake Allen. 

The Canadiens’ goaltender has a penchant for speaking his mind, for 
being honest and not leaning on platitudes and clichés to express his 
opinion. He’s a straight, unflinching shooter, and he’s been this way since 
he arrived in this city. He’s probably always been this way. 

I haven’t come across many hockey players who are. So, I wasn’t 
surprised that when Allen was asked what the objective should be for his 
second-to-last-placed team, he said what most in his place probably 
wouldn’t have. 

“We all know where we are in the standings at this point, and we’ve got 
to look at it from a realistic standpoint,” the 31-year-old started. “What are 
we trying to do here? We need to instill some habits back into our game, 
we need to move on the right step forward. I think that’s going to be the 
biggest key for me in this second half is trying to preach that we need to 
try to build something here for these young guys we have so that later on 
this season, when we’re playing these good teams and we’re moving to 
next year, we’re building something. 

“We need to take things out of this season that are going to be positive, 
that are going to help this team and this organization next year ... ” 

And then Allen said, “Win or loss doesn’t matter at this point.” 

This is my 15th season covering the Canadiens; I’ve followed the team’s 
exploits for 35 of my 39 years on this planet, and I can say with certainty 
I’ve never heard any of their players speak this way with close to 60 per 
cent of their season still to be played. 

That it came from Allen was even more meaningful. Less than three 
years removed from winning the Stanley Cup with a St. Louis Blues team 
that ranked dead last in the standings in January 2019, he still said all of 
this. 

That Blues team had also already played 37 games before turning it 
around, and the Canadiens team Allen is on now has played only 34. 

But he knows this team isn’t that team. And even if Allen’s teammates 
may not tell it quite like he did on Sunday, he basically said they know 
too. 

“I think everyone understands it. I think we just gotta look at the realistic 
picture. I think that’s the biggest thing right now,” Allen said. “We can’t kid 
ourselves or fool ourselves with where we are and how we get there ... 

“But, at the same time, we have to look ourselves in the mirror. What do 
we want to accomplish out of this? What habits and what traits do we 
want to be known (for) as a team here – especially moving into the next 
season? All of us are in different spots in our careers and came from 
different places and stuff like that, but you still have a lot of pride in 
wearing this sweater. 

“I think that’s the biggest thing moving into the next year and to the end 
of this season. And we still have, I don’t know exactly, maybe 48-50 
games left? That’s a ton of time to build something really good here, 
especially with these young core guys that we have. The opportunity’s 
still there right now, and I think that’s the biggest thing. Some of the guys 
are getting a chance right now because some of the older guys are out of 
the lineup, and they’re making the most of that chance. They might get 
more of a shot later in the season. 

“Build, build, build, and I think we have to find a way to look at the 
realistic picture. What do we want to take out of it this year? How do we 
want to do it? And win, lose or draw, like I said, it doesn’t matter at this 
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point. It’s about building our game and building something here that’s 
going to turn into something good in the next one, two or three years.” 

That’s exactly what it is about, and good for Allen for telling it straight like 
he always does. 

'It’s time for the Canadiens to get with the times.' 

You’d have an easier time discovering a comet than finding someone 
who’s opposed to Chantal Machabee taking over as the new vice-
president of communications for the Canadiens. 

She’s universally adored. By fans, by the many journalists who have 
worked alongside her throughout her groundbreaking career, and also by 
the players. 

“It’s obviously huge to have Chantal on our team now,” said Canadiens 
forward Jonathan Drouin. “She has so much experience with media stuff. 
She’s one of the first women to do it back then. It’s huge to have her. She 
has great energy. She’s positive. I think the Canadiens did a really good 
move in bringing her in for the PR staff.” 

I do, too. 

For too long, the Canadiens have been operating like the Kremlin, going 
out of their way to stop leaks and often getting in their own way to do it. 
They’ve restricted access to the best of their ability, made it beyond 
challenging for the media to tell meaningful stories, and they’ve 
unintentionally made the lives of their players harder because of it. 

Machabee, who spent the last 32 years at RDS – the majority of them on 
the Canadiens’ beat – knows this, and she’s dead set on changing it. 

“I want to get the media and the Canadiens closer,” she told me last 
week. “I think this is really important to do, because being a media 
member for 38 years, I know that it was very difficult. I’ve heard 
everything in the press box, and have often heard journalists say, ‘If only 
they knew how much we hated them.’ 

“That’s awful, and it’s because of how they’ve been treated. We need to 
work together. Media needs the Habs, and the Habs need the media 
because I want people to know there’s heroes on that team. I want the 
fans to know the players better. I want the fans to realize that those 
players are not numbers and not statistics; they’re human beings with 
ups and downs, they’re the best in the world, and they have great 
personalities. They’re generous, too. They do stuff that people don’t 
know about, and I want to humanize them, and I know the media needs 
access to be able to do it. 

“We love the old-timers because they were close to the fans, they were 
close to the media. They were giving one-on-ones and we were doing 
human interest stories on them, and we don’t see that anymore. That’s 
too bad.” 

She continued. 

“I was part of this, and I know how frustrating it is when you need to work 
and don’t have access to stories,” Machabee said. “You want to work 
properly, and you can’t because you can’t talk to the players, you can’t 
see them. It’s an important issue for me. I want to change it, and so does 
(Canadiens owner) Geoff Molson. We want to change the philosophy 
because it’s a different era. We’re in the social media era, where the 
players are giving more of themselves, and it’s time for the Canadiens to 
get with the times. Geoff Molson knows that and wants to work on that 
with me.” 

It’s going to be an enormous undertaking for Machabee, and she knows 
at least one part of it will be particularly challenging – she’s going to have 
to disappoint all of us from time to time, and she’s not used to 
disappointing anyone. 

But Machabee is uniquely positioned to deal with her biggest challenge – 
humanizing media members to players who have been trained to treat 
them like the enemy. 

“I’m going to talk to them about you guys,” she said. “I know every one of 
you, but with so many new faces on the team and with Zoom being the 
only communication, they don’t. And I’m only talking about the people on 
the beat, who are at every practice and travel. I’m not talking about the 
others who are just talking about the Habs but never go to the Bell 
Centre or practice or on the road. I want the players to have confidence 
in the beat reporters who are there every day because they see you and 
know you, and I can help them know you. 

“Changing the approach and the culture is not going to happen overnight. 
And obviously, it’s impossible with the pandemic. It’ll take time but we’ll 
arrive. And the new GM is going to help me on that. They’re going to 
work with me. Geoff Molson wants that, and I’m sure they’re going to 
choose a GM that’s open about this. It’s important for Geoff, (senior VP 
of Groupe CH) France (Margaret Belanger) and the whole organization. If 
the GM talks to the players and tells them we have a new mentality, that 
the media is not the enemy, they’re always with us and there for you, 
things will change.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How a phone call with Darryl Sutter set Jets' Dave Lowry 
on his coaching path 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

January 9, 2022, 11:22 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- When Dave Lowry placed the call to Darryl Sutter in 
January of 2003, he wasn’t quite sure how it was going to go and had no 
idea where it was going to eventually lead. 

What Lowry knew at the time was that he felt he was ready for a change. 

After 17 seasons -- and more than 1,000 games in the NHL -- he’d spent 
the previous four months in the American Hockey League with the Saint 
John Flames. And while there was a part of him that enjoyed the 
mentorship role he had been playing in the minors, Lowry figured it might 
be time to explore the next chapter of his career. 

So after Sutter took over as the Calgary Flames head coach, Lowry 
dialled up his former bench boss with the San Jose Sharks to run an idea 
by him. 

“I had actually called Darryl and said listen, I’m in the AHL right now. 
What are the chances of me coming up and being an assistant coach?” 
Lowry recalled in a recent interview. “Pay me out until the end of the 
year, I’ll see if I like coaching. 

“He says ‘no, I’m not doing that.’” 

Lowry was taken aback by Sutter’s swift response. 

This seemed like a win-win situation that he was proposing. 

Why in the world would Sutter not take him up on his offer? 

As the conversation continued and Lowry tried to contain his disbelief, 
soon Sutter countered with a better offer than the one that was initially 
proposed. 

“He said ‘can you play?’” said Lowry. “I said what do you mean can I 
play? ‘Can you play the way I know you can play?’ I said yeah. I was hurt 
at the time and I was getting close to coming back. He said ‘get yourself 
ready to play and when you’re cleared to play, you’re coming back here.’ 
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“True to his word, I got cleared to play and the next thing you know, I was 
on a plane back to Calgary.” 

This isn’t a yarn about Lowry -- the current interim head coach of the 
Winnipeg Jets -- overcoming the odds to return to the NHL at the age of 
36, nearly 12 months after being stripped of his Flames captaincy by 
then-coach Greg Gilbert. 

It’s a recollection of when the seeds of a coaching career were planted 
and how that call to Sutter that Lowry made eventually led him down that 
path -- even if it happened after this unlikely twist and turn. 

That Lowry played 34 games and chipped in 19 points during that stretch 
run after the Flames thought he was probably done was a testament to 
his ability to put in the work in the AHL and ultimately prove he had a bit 
more left in the tank. 

Lowry made the Flames again the next fall, though an injury limited him 
to 18 games during the regular season. 

While he was rehabbing and with Sutter serving a suspension, the coach 
asked Lowry to step behind the bench as an assistant coach. 

That continued for the next several months. Lowry would skate with the 
team, but when it came time for games to be played, he was in a suit and 
on the bench, getting a first-hand look at what the coaching profession 
looks like. 

“That’s how I really got the coaching bug and I knew two things,” said 
Lowry. “I knew that my career was coming to an end and it really 
solidified that’s what I really wanted to do.” 

His playing career wasn’t quite done, as Lowry suited up in 10 playoff 
games for the Flames that spring, including five in the Stanley Cup Final, 
where his team narrowly lost in seven games to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

By the fall of 2005, Lowry had taken a job as an assistant coach with the 
Calgary Hitmen of the Western Hockey League. In 2008-09, he was 
promoted to head coach and led his team to the WHL final that season. 

That summer he joined Brent Sutter’s staff as an assistant with the 
Flames and after three seasons, he returned to the WHL as head coach 
of the Victoria Royals. 

Since making the jump to behind the bench in 2005, Dave Lowry's 
coaching journey has had him working all across North America. 

Cameron Hope was the general manager of the Royals when Lowry 
interviewed for the job back in 2012. 

What was scheduled to be a half an hour get-to-know-you session turned 
into a two-hour conversation. It didn’t take long for Hope to realize Lowry 
was the guy he was going to hire. 

“You can tell there is no agenda. He’s interested in everything and he’s 
interested in making the best out of any situation he’s put into and he has 
the ability to articulate it,” said Hope. “But there’s no baloney. He’s a 
straight-ahead guy who is genuinely interested in everything that has to 
do with hockey and getting the best out of athletes. It’s incredibly 
impressive. Sometimes I think that he probably has a low tolerance for 
B.S. and that’s good. That’s a positive thing when you’ve got somebody 
that has his intelligence. 

“He just blew me away with his level of intelligence and clearly the level 
of integrity that was behind everything he said. Sometimes you leave a 
discussion with someone and you think, maybe I’ve been hoodwinked. 
Maybe this guy is just a good talker, but there was no chance of that with 
Dave. You could see what he was. What you saw is what you get.” 

Over the course of five seasons working together, Hope marvelled at 
Lowry’s ability to connect and communicate with his players. 

“You can only get there with a player and have their respect when the 
player knows that it’s not personal -- and that the coach cares about 
you,” said Hope. “That’s the same for being a leader in any business. But 

you can’t if you don’t have that foundation built. He’s exceptional at 
building that foundational trust amongst those that he leads. 

“Some coaches are better as assistant coaches and some coaches are 
better as head coaches. I think he’s actually better as a head coach 
because he can bring that particular skill set to bear that much more 
effectively.” 

That’s part of why Hope is confident in Lowry’s ability to handle the high 
stakes of being an NHL bench boss in a passionate Canadian market. 

“In terms of coaching, he’s part of that pretty small group that ticks all of 
the boxes for what you need to be a head coach at the highest levels 
these days in hockey,” said Hope. “It’s a special mix of skills that you 
have to have and he’s got them all. You have to be a high-energy person 
that understands the game, obviously. You have to understand today’s 
athlete and it helps to have been a high-performance athlete yourself. 
You have to be just a little bit smarter than the average bear in terms of 
understanding the psychology of what it takes to motivate a team. 

“That sounds like it’s right out of every talk anybody gives at a coaching 
clinic, but he’s one of those guys that has lived it as a player. He’s been a 
head coach, he’s been an assistant coach at different levels and he also 
has three kids who are high-performance athletes. He’s been in all of 
those rooms and he’s got a real advantage over some people in terms of 
that. Overlay that with an incredible amount of intelligence for the game 
and an understanding about how to treat people. That integrity factor that 
sometimes you see and sometimes you don’t in people that are put in the 
position to lead.” 

Lowry’s wide range of experiences should serve him well in his current 
role with the Jets. 

He’s been through the ringer himself, finishing with 1,084 NHL regular 
season games and another 111 during the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
including two trips to the Final (the other coming with the Florida 
Panthers in 1996). 

But it’s how Lowry handled that demotion to the minors back in the fall of 
2002 that impresses Jim Playfair to this day. 

“Remember, he was a captain of an NHL team and he was put into a 
position where he could have gone one of two ways,” said Playfair, who 
was the head coach in Saint John and became an assistant on Sutter’s 
staff before Lowry was recalled. “He could have shut it down or he could 
have come down and been bitter about it. I just have to say how excellent 
he handled it all. He never complained one time. He spent lots of extra 
time with the players on the ice after practice and helping them during 
games. There were times I’d go up to him and say 'you’re not going to 
play tomorrow night, we need to get these young kids going.' 

“He never once did anything but act professional with it. He was 
outstanding. I couldn’t have asked for him to be a better pro and a better 
teammate the entire time he was down there. At the end of an awesome 
career, he had a difficult bump in the road that he managed very well.” 

Playfair watched the way Lowry interacted with players, how he took 
guys under his wing and showed them the ropes and how he conveyed 
the things that were required to prospects in order to help them 
eventually reach the goal of becoming an NHL regular. 

“He had a very clear vision of the job at hand,” said Playfair, now an 
associate coach with the Edmonton Oilers. “That took some direction, 
some authority, some clarity and some demands, but he was the first guy 
to make sure that they all got together and had some fun and rewarded 
themselves for the effort they put in. There is a natural balance you need 
to have. Some guys struggle to find it. They want to be one way or the 
other, but Dave has a really good balance. 

“He had a really solid message and a good voice to send it. He’s not 
going to shy away from having to make the hard calls.” 

If a player comes into the office and wonders about his ice time or why 
he isn’t being used more on special teams, Lowry has been down that 
road before. 
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If a player is on a heater or going through a rough patch, Lowry can 
relate to that as well. 

He played with plenty of high-profile stars and also values the importance 
of the checking line guys -- and those on the periphery of the roster 
battling to get into the lineup or those in the minors waiting anxiously for 
a call-up. 

“We all relate to what we’ve experienced and went through. Whether he’s 
dealing with guys on the top line or on the fourth line, guys going on 
waivers, he’s kind of run the gamut,” said former Flames teammate and 
roommate Craig Conroy. “I don’t know how he’s going to be as a head 
coach, but he’s going to have compassion and he’s going to be able to 
share his experiences with those guys. Even though it’s not going to be 
fun for some of those guys, it’s part of the business and he’s going to be 
able to help them transition into whatever it is. If it’s coming to the NHL, if 
it’s not playing as many minutes, whatever it is, for me, that’s going to be 
something that he can bring. 

“It was always about the team with Dave. That’s why he had such a long 
career. Whatever role he was in, whether he was playing 10 minutes or 
20 minutes, it didn’t matter. It was always about winning and the team. 
There are always guys that you play with and you wonder, what are they 
going to do after? It was a no-brainer that Dave was getting into 
coaching.” 

On the day Lowry was promoted by the Jets, he said he was a direct 
communicator and in speaking to people who know him well, it sounds 
like an accurate assessment. 

“He’s not going to beat around the bush. You’re going to know where you 
stand, which is nice,” said Conroy, who is now the Flames assistant GM. 
“Even as a player, if you weren’t doing something, he would say ‘hey, 
that’s not good enough. You need to do this or you need to do that.’ Even 
on that side, he was very direct. 

“That’s what players like. They don’t want to be guessing, ‘Am I doing 
something wrong or why am I not playing?’ You’re not playing because 
you’re not winning draws, you’re not killing penalties, because you’re not 
blocking shots or doing all the little things. That’s what players want. 
Feed it to me straight, good or bad. But then give me an opportunity to 
prove I can do it. Dave will give his players that opportunity.” 

Lowry has a strong connection to the Sutter family. 

He played for Darryl on two stops -- Calgary and San Jose -- and for 
Brian in St. Louis, while Duane was an assistant coach with the 
Panthers. 

He also played with Ron on the St. Louis Blues, Sharks and Flames and 
with Rich on the Vancouver Canucks and Blues. And, of course, Brent 
gave him his first opportunity to be on a coaching staff in the NHL. 

When you hear that hockey can be a small world sometimes, this is 
another great example of that. 

“I have a lot of respect for Darryl. I learned a lot from him and one of the 
biggest things I take from Darryl is that he was one of the best in-game 
managers,” said Lowry. “I don’t know if he gets a lot of credit for that, but 
he’s a wizard. He was quick to make adjustments.” 

Navigating life in the coaching ranks can be a challenge, especially when 
the ultimate goal is to become a head coach in the NHL. 

How long do you stay in one place? 

What are the benefits to running your own bench in junior or in the 
minors versus being an assist or an associate coach in the NHL? 

There is no easy answer and no manual to follow. 

Ultimately, it’s about doing the best job you possibly can wherever you 
are and making the choice that feels right at the time. 

That was part of the reason Lowry left the Brandon Wheat Kings after 
one successful WHL season to join the staff of Paul Maurice with the Jets 
in November of 2020. 

Lowry has said on numerous occasions that he came to Winnipeg to 
work with Maurice, not on the off chance he might eventually replace 
him. 

But after Maurice chose to resign on Dec. 17, saying the team needed a 
new voice, Lowry was chosen by Jets general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff to take over for the remainder of the season. 

Sometimes you can’t choose the circumstances surrounding an 
opportunity. 

As thankful as Lowry was for the chance to work with Maurice for those 
13 months, he’s been around long enough to realize this is his best shot 
to show that he can handle the job. 

“For me, the biggest thing is accountability,” said Lowry, whose club is 3-
2 since he took over and will be back in action on Thursday against the 
Detroit Red Wings. “We put in certain demands and expectations and 
that’s the way that I coach. We play a certain way and obviously, you 
look at the team that you have. You have to coach the personnel. 

“You stick to your beliefs and your ideals. If you get one chance at it, put 
everything on the table. You don’t want to leave with any regrets.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Game-hungry Canucks 'really looking forward to playing' 
on U.S. road trip 
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VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks have discovered the worst way 
to extend their hottest streak in 10 years. 

They haven’t lost a National Hockey League game in regulation time in 
five weeks. But they haven’t played one since Jan. 1, and by the time 
they open a formidable five-game road trip Tuesday against the Florida 
Panthers, the Canucks will have worked just three games in 25 days. 

“You find yourself wishing to just get on the plane today,” Vancouver 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said after yet another practice on 
Saturday at empty Rogers Arena. “Get to Florida and kind of get the road 
trip going and get that much closer to the next game.” 

That’s normally how Canucks players would feel about a Florida trip in 
January, but Ekman-Larsson’s comment had nothing to do with the 
Vancouver weather. 

The team is game-stale. Since their first of seven COVID-related 
postponements three weeks ago, when the Canucks were supposed to 
play the Toronto Maple Leafs, Vancouver has practised eight times. 

Planning to fly Sunday to Florida, the Canucks will get in a ninth practice 
on Monday before facing the 22-7-5 Panthers on Tuesday. 

At least the players will feel rested and still have those positive but fading 
memories of starting 8-0-1 under coach Bruce Boudreau, who replaced 
Travis Green on Dec. 5 and still hasn’t lost in regulation. 

But while postponing Saturday night’s home game against the Ottawa 
Senators may have preserved some revenue-to-be-named later for the 
Canucks, it robbed the team of its last chance to rekindle any kind of 
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playing rhythm before running the NHL’s southeast gauntlet: five games 
in eight nights against Florida, Tampa, Carolina, Washington and 
Nashville – all top-eight in the overall standings as of Saturday. 

As captain Bo Horvat summarized on Friday: “Not only do we have to 
worry about winning hockey games ... but we’ve got to worry whether 
we’re going to test positive the next day or if we’re going to make it home 
from a road trip or get left behind. That part is frustrating, especially with 
the things we’ve got going on. We’re playing good hockey and the 
shutdowns have been frustrating for us. But again, we can’t have any 
excuses. We can’t dwell on it. We’ve got to go out and play and try to win 
hockey games.” 

But with which players remains a mystery. 

Boudreau confirmed Saturday that winger Brock Boeser, out since his 
positive COVID test on Dec. 29, qualified as a U.S. citizen to return home 
during his quarantine and should meet the Canucks in Florida. 

Based on talking to Boudreau and other sources, here’s what else we 
know: centre Elias Pettersson will travel with the team if he emerges from 
protocol as expected; forward Jason Dickinson, who tested positive in 
Seattle on Jan. 1 but never crossed back into Canada, will also meet the 
team in Florida; but depth forwards Justin Dowling and Phil di Giuseppe, 
who are Canadian citizens, are stuck in the federal government’s 10-day 
quarantine after testing positive in California before flying back to 
Vancouver on a medical charter arranged by the team. Another forward, 
Alex Chiasson, went into protocol this week under provincial jurisdiction 
and could rejoin the Canucks on the road. 

For a safety net, the Canucks have named a travelling taxi squad that 
includes minor-leaguers Justin Bailey, Sheldon Rempal, Ashton Sautner 
and third goalie Spencer Martin. 

“It's something I'm totally new with,” Boudreau said of the lineup 
uncertainty and protocol quagmire. “You think you have a healthy lineup, 
and then you go home and you find out two guys have tested positive or 
this and that. It's frustrating (but) every team has done it ... so we're all in 
the same boat. If you get a bump in the road, you've just got to make 
sure that you get over it and push forward and not dwell on it and not 
worry about it.” 

But going 10 days without playing isn’t ideal preparation for the hardest 
road trip of the season, a five-pack that had looked before the Canucks’ 
second extended schedule break since mid-December like truth serum 
for the team’s apparent resurrection under Boudreau. 

Their 8-0-1 points streak – Vancouver is 10-1-1 if you include the 
turnaround that began under Green – is the Canucks’ longest since a 10-
0-3 run in the winter of 2011-12. 

Saturday’s game against Ottawa was postponed on about 36 hours' 
notice when B.C. health officials suggested the Canucks might need to 
reduce seating capacity to 25 per cent after the organization had worked 
during the week to meet the publicly stated mandate of 50 per cent 
capacity. 

It becomes the sixth home game the Canucks will need to make up. 

The postponement would have been bitterly disappointing for Vancouver 
players, who may be 50/50 partners with owners in NHL revenue but 
badly want to play games. 

“I guess one good thing about the guys that got sick is that they're feeling 
good, and that's all we care about,” Ekman-Larsson said. “We can't really 
do anything about ... the protocols and stuff like that. We kind of said in 
the group that we're going to stay positive and whatever happens can 
happen, and we just deal with it when that day comes. We're just trying to 
stay positive.” 

Boudreau is sure of at least one thing amid all the uncertainty: his players 
will be excited on Tuesday. 

“I can only think that if I was a player, the last thing I want to do is 
practise for an hour every day and skate my rear end off,” the coach said. 

“I think the games are where everybody has fun when you're successful. 
I think they're really looking forward to playing. 

“It'd be a challenge just for any team when they take 10 days off and 
have to come back and the first team you're playing is arguably one of 
the top five teams in the league. So, it's going to be a real challenge. 
Hopefully, we're a team that accepts challenges and we're not afraid of 
challenges. I'm just a big believer that you embrace these things and say: 
'Let's see what we've got.'” 

And who. 
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