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Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour selected to coach in 2022 NHL All-Star Game in Las Vegas

By Chip Alexander 

Rod Brind’Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes will coach the 
Metropolitan Division team in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, 
the league announced Tuesday. 

The game is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 5, during All-Star 
Weekend in Las Vegas. 

It will be Brind’Amour’s first appearance as an All-Star coach. 
The question that remains is which Canes player — or 
players — will he have for the 3-on-3 All-Star tournament at 
T-Mobile Arena. 

The other All-Star coaches are Florida’s Andrew Brunette 
(Atlantic Division), Colorado’s Jared Bednar (Central) and 

San Jose’s Peter DeBoer (Pacific). The four selections were 
made based on the coaches whose teams had the best 
points percentage in their respective divisions after Monday’s 
NHL games. 

The All-Star rosters will be announced Thursday at 6 p.m. 
The captains are selected by a fans’ vote. 

It’s another NHL honor for Brind’Amour, who was named the 
winner of the 2021 Jack Adams Award as coach of the year. 
The Hurricanes won their first nine games to begin this 
season and have a 24-7-2 record and .758 points 
percentage. 

 

After flying to Philadelphia, Canes as questions as Flyers practice after postponement 

By Luke Decock 

The sudden postponement of Tuesday night’s game at the 
Philadelphia Flyers has left the Carolina Hurricanes with 
more questions than answers. 

The game, scheduled for Tuesday night, was postponed 
around 10 p.m. Monday due to what the NHL said were 
COVID-19 issues among the Flyers, long after the 
Hurricanes had already flown to Philadelphia and checked 
into their hotel. 

Tuesday morning, as the Hurricanes prepared to fly home, 
the Flyers practiced with a full complement of players at their 
practice rink in Voorhees Township, N.J. 

That left the Hurricanes wondering not only why they got 
such late notice the game was postponed, but why it was 
postponed at all. 

“I wish I knew more,” Hurricanes general manager Don 
Waddell told The News & Observer on Tuesday, “because 
we’re trying to get answers to figure this thing out.” 

The Flyers played Thursday and Saturday without four key 
players, extending their losing streak to five games. They 
had one additional player, defenseman Justin Braun, test 
positive for COVID-19 on Monday but had an available 
replacement on their taxi squad Tuesday, Flyers captain 
Claude Giroux returned from the COVID-19 protocol and was 
one of 21 Flyers players practicing. 

After practice, the Flyers announced that defenseman 
Rasmus Ristolanen, who did not practice, was also 
unavailable because of COVID. 

“There’s a lot of moving parts,” Flyers interim head coach 
Mike Yeo told media members following Tuesday’s practice, 
speaking about inconsistencies in decisions made as it 
relates to game postponements. “I do understand and 
empathize, you know — whether it’s business people, 

whether it’s league, whether it’s scheduling, whether it’s the 
other team’s travel, all these things — I know that there’s a 
lot of factors that go in.” 

Asked about the Flyers’ ability to practice but not play, team 
spokesman Zack Hill said, “Strictly COVID protocols,” 
referring comment to the NHL. 

“The decision was made consistent with all game-related 
decisions we have had to make this season, including as to 
timing,” NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly wrote in an email 
to the N&O. “It was based on the totality of circumstances 
surrounding the game, and Philadelphia’s current situation 
as it relates to Covid-related trends and absences.” 

The Hurricanes, meanwhile, would have been without star 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who entered COVID protocols 
Tuesday morning. 

Even after the late postponement, the Hurricanes intended to 
practice at the Wells Fargo Center on Tuesday in the 11:30 
a.m. slot reserved for the visiting team’s morning skate, only 
to be told Tuesday morning that the arena had already 
covered the ice in preparation for Wednesday night’s 76ers 
game. The Hurricanes’ charter operator couldn’t get a plane 
to Philadelphia until the afternoon, so the team had a stretch 
and workout at its hotel and departed for Raleigh around 3 
p.m. 

The Hurricanes have had seven games postponed this 
season, five on the road, but this was the first after the team 
had already traveled to its destination. Waddell estimated 
that the Carolina Hurricanes spent in excess of $100,000 on 
charter flights and hotel rooms for their trip to Philadelphia. 

The Flyers announced that Braun had entered COVID 
protocols at 12:10 p.m. Monday. The Hurricanes departed 
RDU International Airport at 2:11 p.m. The game was 
officially postponed at 10:02 p.m. 
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“That was my question — I wish we would have known 
yesterday,” Waddell said. 

As of late Tuesday morning, Waddell told the N&O he had 
not heard anything from the league about reimbursement for 
the expenditures. Previously, he said, the NHL has not 
reimbursed teams for similar expenses. 

 

Hurricanes get the shaft by NHL after Flyers are let off the COVID hook 

By Luke Decock 

It’s safe to say the Carolina Hurricanes weren’t exactly 
thrilled when they found out after 10 p.m. Monday night, 
already having flown to Philadelphia, that Tuesday’s game 
had been postponed because the Flyers had COVID issues. 

It happens, even if the timing was a bit off. 

Then the Flyers went ahead and skated Tuesday morning at 
their practice rink … with 21 healthy skaters. 

This was after the Hurricanes learned that they couldn’t go to 
the arena for practice as planned because the ice had 
already been covered for basketball. 

That added insult to ... insult. 

So the Hurricanes flew to Philadelphia for dinner and a 
stretch at the team hotel to not play a team that was 
apparently capable of playing after all. Fun trip. 

Even if you’re inclined to give anyone and everyone involved 
the benefit of the doubt, because when it comes to COVID 
nobody really does know nothing, this math does not add up, 
and spectacularly so. 

There is a paradox here that the NHL’s explanations do not 
resolve: Either the Flyers couldn’t play or they could practice. 
How can both be true? 

In all of these sports, from the ACC to the NHL and 
everywhere between, these COVID postponements and 
cancellations are a black box, like the NCAA’s NET rating. 
We know most of what goes in, the factors and constants 
and variables, but sometimes no one really knows what the 
equation actually is, only what eventually comes out the 
other end. 

In this case, it’s impossible to reverse engineer any of it. The 
Flyers were able to play Thursday and Saturday and had one 
additional COVID case Monday, officially announced at 
12:10 p.m., more than two hours before the Hurricanes were 
wheels up to Philadelphia. The Flyers had a defenseman on 
their taxi squad available to replace him, which is exactly 
why the NHL reinstated taxi squads. Game on. 

Eight hours later, game off. 

What materially changed in those eight hours that made the 
game suddenly unplayable? 

And if the Flyers have COVID issues so significant as to 
prevent them from playing Tuesday night, how could they 
possibly practice like normal that morning? 

It’s hard to take the standings or the NHL itself at face value 
when teams like the Hurricanes and New York Islanders and 
others have played short-handed — with only 16 skaters and 
lineups full of minor-leaguers! — and continued to win, while 
a team like the Flyers gets a night off and extra practice day 
amid a five-game losing streak. 

The Hurricanes, who are already scheduled to play 33 
games in 64 days to close out the season, now have an 
additional seven postponed games to reschedule. Some of 
those may yet end up in what would have been the Feb. 4-22 
All-Star and Olympic break, but building availability for the 
two home games and five road games could be an issue. 

Already feeling singled out by the NHL after Rod 
Brind’Amour was unusually fined $25,000 for “inappropriate 
conduct” on the bench during a November game against the 
Washington Capitals, this postponement will only add fuel to 
the conspiracy fire. (The NHL did at least adhere to that new 
precedent this week, fining Dallas Stars coach Rick Bowness 
the same amount for a comical stick-swinging display.) 

Ironically, the Flyers got Claude Giroux back from the 
COVID-19 list on Tuesday and the Hurricanes lost Jaccob 
Slavin. The Flyers had a better chance Tuesday to get their 
first win in six games than they did when the plug was pulled 
Monday night. 

The Hurricanes have the best record in their division. They’re 
trying to win the Stanley Cup. Forcing them to skate on dead 
legs for two months isn’t going to help with that. 

COVID is going to have its say, but come on, let the Canes 
play. 
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Ranking the best under-23 NHL players: Who tops the list, Andrei Svechnikov or Jack 
Hughes? 

By Corey Pronman  

Today I update my rankings of the best young players 
affiliated with NHL teams. This ranking comprises the best 
players currently on an NHL roster or on an NHL team’s 
reserve list who are under the age of 23 as of Jan. 1, 2022. 
This analysis is forward-looking, meaning these are the 
players I would want on my team for the rest of their career, 
not in a game tomorrow. 

For the first time in a while, we’ve had data from every major 
hockey league to provide for a more normal update to this list 
— though we have no results from the world juniors to 
incorporate into this ranking as a result of the cancellation of 
the 2021-22 tournament. 

The players who I feel are among the upper echelon of 
young talent in the game are placed in a tier corresponding 
to their NHL projection. Their skating, puck skills, hockey 
sense and compete level are also given a grade, with their 
shot given a grade if it’s notably good or poor. The grading 
scale for tools consists of six levels, so it could be interpreted 
as 1-6, but it will be written out as: poor, below NHL average, 
NHL average, above NHL average, high-end and elite. 

Previous ranking references are made to the Sept. 2021 list. 
Keep in mind there are fewer players eligible for this iteration 
than last time due to the graduation of many late birthdate 
picks from the 2017 draft. 

Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

1. Andrei Svechnikov, LW, Carolina 

Mar. 26, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 188 pounds 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 2 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Svechnikov is a very well-rounded forward who has been a 
top winger in the league this season. He’s a big, strong, 
competitive forward who can skate well and play a powerful 
style in how he wins battles and attacks the net using his 
speed and physicality. Svechnikov also has elite skill and 
strong playmaking ability, showing great creativity as a 
handler and making tough passes often. From the perimeter, 
he’s a pass and shot threat. 

2. Jack Hughes, C, New Jersey 

May 14, 2001 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Hughes missed a lot of time this season due to injury, but 
when he’s been healthy he’s looked excellent. He’s a 
dynamic skater and playmaker who competes well. He’s 
shown more of a finishing touch than he has in past seasons 
too. It’s too small a sample size to call his season a true 
breakout yet but I’m open to the possibility and am a big fan 
of Jack’s. I think he will be a cornerstone player for the Devils 
for a long time. 

3. Lucas Raymond, LW, Detroit 

Mar. 28, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 25 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Raymond has been as good as even his biggest fans could 
have hoped he’d be right away as a teenager in the NHL. 
He’s been a top player for the Wings, being a big part of their 
offense all season and playing the flank on their top power 
play. His skill and vision are exceptional and allow him to 
create a lot of chances despite not being the biggest or 
fastest small guy you’ve ever seen. In part that’s because 
he’s a strong competitor who shows good agility in his feet. 
He looks like a current and future NHL star who will be a big 
part of turning around the Detroit franchise. 

4. Trevor Zegras, C, Anaheim 

Mar. 20, 2001 | six-foot | 169 pounds 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 
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Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Elite 
Compete: NHL average 

Zegras’ first full NHL season has started off very well. He’s 
shown the tremendous creativity and vision that has made 
him a top prospect for years. He makes special plays with 
the puck consistently due to his skill and offensive IQ. Zegras 
isn’t the fastest player you’ll ever see or an amazing 
defensive player, but his compete is sneaky good. He 
doesn’t get pushed around physically, which helps 
complement his amazing puck game. He’s an emerging NHL 
star. 

Projected NHL All-Star 

5. Quinn Hughes, LHD, Vancouver 

Oct. 4, 1999 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Elite 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Hughes is a player with dynamic aspects. His skating ability 
is special. The first few steps, speed and especially 
edgework combination allow him to accomplish a lot on the 
ice. He has great hands and has a fantastic offensive brain 
as a playmaker to make unique plays consistently. Hughes’ 
issue is that he’s a small defenseman who, despite being an 
excellent skater, will never be known as a true defensive 
standout. He moves and transitions pucks so well that he 
can still be a star but one who may need to be deployed in a 
specific manner. 

6. Moritz Seider, RHD, Detroit 

Apr. 6, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 183 pounds 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 17 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

However high the hype could have been on Seider coming 
into this season, he has met those expectations and 
arguably exceeded them. He has been a big, mobile, 
physical defenseman for Detroit who can make stops you 
expected, but his offensive touch has also been really good. 
He’s shown more individual skill than I’ve seen from him in 
previous years to go with the athletic assets, making him a 
true two-way force as a rookie NHL player. He looks like a 
potential cornerstone defenseman. 

7. Ramus Dahlin, LHD, Buffalo 

Apr. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 181 pounds 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 

Dahlin is a tough evaluation. His toolkit is tremendous. He’s 
a 6-foot-2 defenseman with elite hands who can skate well 
and make a lot of plays. On his best shift he can dazzle with 
his hands and overall creativity. He’s a good skater, not 
explosive, but with a deep knee bend and enough agility to 
get around well. Dahlin’s defensive play has and continues to 
be an issue in terms of his reads and ability to win battles. 
He has so much offensive ability that I think he will still be a 
star, high-scoring defenseman in the NHL but he may need 
to be used in a particular way rather than as a true all-
situations force. 

8. Owen Power, LHD, Buffalo 

Nov. 12, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 213 pounds 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Power has been arguably the best player in college hockey 
so far this season. The 2021 No. 1 pick is a huge 
defenseman who is highly mobile for a man his size and is a 
very smart puck-mover. He’s shown much more confidence 
offensively this season, consistently making plays off the 
offensive blue line to go along with his strong defensive play 
due to his feet and reach. 

9. Miro Heiskanen, LHD, Dallas 

July 18, 1999 | six-foot | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Heiskanen’s been great as usual this season. He’s cooled off 
a little offensively after a torrid start, but he has shown a little 
more offensive confidence and creativity to go with his usual 
great skating and defending. He can shut down top players 
due to his feet and brain while also having the vision and 
shot threat to create inside the offensive zone. He is a true 
No. 1 defenseman in the NHL. 
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10. Brady Tkachuk, LW, Ottawa 

Sept. 16, 1999 | 6-foot-3 | 196 pounds 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Brady is an elite competitor who can make a ton happen 
around the high-percentage areas of the offensive zone due 
to his size and physicality. He has very good hands and 
sense to go along with his compete and size, which allows 
him to create a lot of scoring chances and shots on goal. His 
skating isn’t ever going to get you excited, but I still think the 
new Ottawa captain will be a star in the league despite that. 

11. Tim Stützle, LW, Ottawa 

Jan. 15, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 187 pounds 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Stützle hasn’t killed it scoring-wise this season but when I 
watch him, I still see a lot of things that are very positive that 
will translate to more scoring. I see a tremendous skater with 
unique agility who has very high skill and compete levels. He 
can generate offense through flash but also by using his feet 
and compete to attack hard areas. I think he has a very 
bright future and will establish himself as a true star in the 
league in time. 

12. Bowen Byram, LHD, Colorado 

June 13, 2001 | six-foot | 193 pounds 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 34 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Byram’s second NHL season has gone quite well, looking 
much more comfortable than his limited-minute rookie 
season and a lot like the dynamic player we saw in the WHL. 
His skating is a differentiator with great edgework and 
quickness. He’s a creative player with the puck who can set 
up plays with his brain and feet while also being able to 
score goals. He hasn’t gotten top defensive responsibilities 

yet but with time I think he has the goods to be a top 
shutdown defenseman too and an all-around star blueliner. 

13. Martin Necas, RW, Carolina 

Jan. 15, 1999 | 6-foot-1 | 167 pounds 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 19 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Necas has taken a step forward in recent years, being a big 
reason why Carolina is a contender. Necas has always had 
dynamic elements to his game. He’s very fast, he has great 
individual skill, he sees the ice at a high level and can score 
from range. He has also evolved his game from his teenager 
years. He’s far more consistent, showing ability to win more 
battles and has also earned significant PK duty from 
Carolina. He’s a very well-rounded winger now. 

14. Jason Robertson, LW, Dallas 

July 22, 1999 | 6-foot-2 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 39 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 35 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Robertson is one of the most interesting prospect cases of 
the past few years. He’s a player who has consistently been 
a top scorer in junior and now in the NHL, showing great 
skill, and even better vision and finishing ability. He creates 
so much inside the offensive zone, despite an awkward 
skating stride that has concerned scouts for many years. 
He’s found a way to overcome his skating issues and thrive, 
backing up a great rookie NHL season with a just-as-good 
second season. He’s now become a talking point in scouting 
circles when a prospect with skating technique issue is 
brought up. 

Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

15. Dylan Cozens, C, Buffalo 

Feb. 9, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
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Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Cozens is an easy prospect to support. He’s a big center 
who can skate and has very good skill with a scoring touch. 
He works hard off the puck and seems to have every 
attribute you want in a future top-line forward. The scoring 
hasn’t truly popped yet in the NHL but I think it will come with 
time. 

16. Alexis Lafrenière, LW, New York 

Oct. 11, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 193 pounds 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

The start of Lafrenière’s NHL time hasn’t gone incredibly 
well, at least in the context of a No. 1 pick. I still believe in 
this player — he has tremendous hands, creativity and he 
works hard, but watching him with the Rangers of late has 
often left a bland feeling. Part of that is his lack of footspeed, 
but his dynamic skill and sense don’t pop consistently yet. 

17. Jake Sanderson, LHD, Ottawa 

July 8, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 27 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Sanderson’s play has continued to elevate over the last two 
years into that of a complete defenseman. He’s always had 
the excellent skating, the high compete level, and the ability 
to kill a lot of plays defensively. He’s brought more of a puck 
game of late, showing confidence and creativity as a handler 
and passer to go with his skating to create high amounts of 
offense. 

18. Seth Jarvis, RW, Carolina 

Feb. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 41 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Jarvis has been as good as Carolina fans could have 
reasonably hoped for as a teenager. He’s been able to play 
real minutes, score at a strong rate, and look like he belongs 
versus men despite his age. He can do that because he’s a 
very strong skater with a great compete level. Jarvis has 
always played his game with no fear, heading straight to the 
net frequently to create offense and combining that with 
strong abilities with the puck. 

19. Anton Lundell, C, Florida 

Oct. 3, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 37 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Lundell has been a successful rookie NHL player, playing a 
significant role on a top NHL team and producing offense 
while not getting real power-play time. He has good skill and 
playmaking sense. Being a big center who competes hard 
and can play at both ends has allowed him to earn the trust 
of his coaches quickly. His skating ability may never really 
impress, but everything else about his game points in a 
strong positive direction. 

20. Luke Hughes, LHD, New Jersey 

Sept. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 184 pounds 

Drafted: No. 4 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 26 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Hughes has had a promising start to his collegiate career, 
being one of the top defensemen in his conference. He 
impacts shifts consistently with his dynamic and unique 
skating ability. He also doesn’t shy away from attacking with 
his skill and trying to create chances while also being able to 
move and shoot the puck well. The biggest improvement for 
him has been his defensive play. He hasn’t been perfect but 
he’s been a more steady defender who can kill plays this 
season which he wasn’t with the U.S. NTDP. 

21. Quinton Byfield, C, Los Angeles 

Aug. 19, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 215 pounds 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2020 
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Sept. 2021 Ranking: 18 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Byfield missed the first half due to injury so his report is 
unchanged from the summer. 

22. Kirby Dach, C, Chicago 

Jan. 21, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 197 pounds 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Dach didn’t have the first half he likely hoped for as the entire 
Chicago team came out of the gates slow. It’s hard to 
imagine a center with his size, skating and skill with strong 
enough compete not finding a way to become a highly 
successful NHL player. His first few years were more positive 
indicators than of late. I think he will become a true top driver 
of play but he may never become a top scorer in the league. 

23. Josh Norris, C, Ottawa 

May 15, 1999 | 6-foot-1 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2017 by San Jose 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 22 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup 
player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Ottawa had a tough first half, but Norris did what was 
expected of him. He’s played big minutes for the Senators 
and scored. He’s a well-rounded center. He’s a strong skater 
who can make highly skilled plays with the puck as a handler 
and passer. Norris is also a shot threat from mid-range who 
can create between the dots. 

Projected top of the lineup player 

24. Mason McTavish, C, Anaheim 

Jan. 30, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 207 pounds 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 63 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

McTavish has been very impressive this season between his 
professional and junior play. He looks like a player with every 
pro attribute you want. He’s a center with a good frame who 
is highly competitive, and he has tremendous skill. He can 
beat you with his hands or with power, can create for his 
linemates and finish plays. His skating looks better, too, than 
what I’ve seen previously. 

25. Nick Suzuki, C, Montreal 

Aug. 10, 1999 | 5-foot-11 | 183 pounds 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2017 by Vegas 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Montreal has had a tough season to date with a lot of things 
not going their way, but their one big positive has been the 
play of Nick Suzuki, who is emerging as a true impact player 
in the league. His puck skills and playmaking ability are 
outstanding, showing the elite sense to make tough plays 
consistently that other forwards can’t. He’s always been 
dinged for his size and skating, but he works hard, showing 
he can be a trusted two-way center this season who PKs. 

26. Robert Thomas, C, St. Louis 

July 2, 1999 | six-foot | 188 pounds 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 42 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Poor 

Thomas’ development curve has had ups and downs, but 
this season he’s been in a straight upwards direction. He’s 
played a ton of minutes in all situations for the Blues as a 22-
year-old, playing all situations and contributing a lot of 
offense. In the NHL he’s shown the legit puck skills and 
vision he has, but lately he’s also shown the two-way game 
he displayed in junior. He now looks like a center who can 
make the flashy plays while also winning battles and creating 
in the middle third of the ice. His ability to score goals 
remains the only hole in his skill set. 

27. Matthew Beniers, C, Seattle 

Nov. 5, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 2 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 31 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Beniers’ sophomore season started off slow, but then he 
went on a scoring tear. His appeal has always been his very 
high work rate on the ice. He still shows the well-rounded 
play, but this season I’ve noticed him trying to create offense 
in more ways than through his will. He’s displayed more skill 
and creativity with the puck than I’ve seen before and a long-
range shot threat, too. 

28. Jamie Drysdale, RHD, Anaheim 

Apr. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Drysdale hasn’t elevated yet into a top defenseman for the 
Ducks but he’s just a teenager and has shown indicators that 
he will with time. He’s an outstanding skater whose feet will 
allow him to make a lot of stops despite his size as he 
matures physically. He’s a very smart player with the puck. 
The skill level doesn’t pop and he may never be a true top 
scorer, but the combination of his sense and skating will 
allow him to create a fair amount of offense in the NHL. 

29. Joel Farabee, LW, Philadelphia 

Feb. 25, 2000 | six-foot | 164 pounds 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 28 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Farabee has been a solid NHL player for the Flyers since 
being in the league. He’s a highly intelligent and competitive 
winger who can make creative plays with the puck and 
generate offense through his effort. He may never be the 
flashiest player in the world, in particular due to a lack of 
great top-end speed, but he should be able to create legit 
top-six offense for a long time while providing good value 
away from the puck. 

30. Matthew Boldy, LW, Minnesota 

Apr. 5, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 29 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Boldy missed a large chunk of the first half due to an injury, 
but when he came back to the AHL he picked up where he 
left off last season, being an important player for the Iowa 
Wild. His puck game is great, showing a very high level of 
skill and vision to create a lot of chances as well as using his 
frame to create inside the dots. He’ll never be a speedster 
but there’s enough to his game to be a top winger for an NHL 
team. 

31. Dylan Guenther, RW, Arizona 

Apr. 10, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 21 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Guenther didn’t have the first half you expected after how he 
fared in the WHL his first two seasons. He played well but 
there was certainly a lack of consistent offense in his game, 
although there was also a midseason transition to center. He 
has a lot of tools still working for him: he can skate, is very 
skilled, can make and finish plays and has decent size. He 
also has versatility and can play well away from the puck, 
which will appeal to NHL coaches. I see a lot of attributes 
that will work in the NHL. 

32. Nico Hischier, C, New Jersey 

Jan. 4, 1999 | 6-foot-1 | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 1 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 33 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Hischier is a top player for the Devils. He logs big minutes 
consistently and is a big part of both special teams units for 
his club. His skill and compete levels are both very strong 
and make him a true top-line forward. He’s a well-rounded 
forward even if he may not be a true offensive dynamo in 
terms of his speed or puck game. Hischier will likely never 
live up to his No. 1 pick billing, but he’ll still likely be an 
excellent NHL player for a long time. 

33. William Eklund, LW, San Jose 
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Oct. 12, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 24 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Eklund impressed at Sharks camp, making the team for a 
brief period — and while he didn’t stick, his future looks 
promising. He’s a dynamic winger, showing great speed and 
agility with his skating and as a teenager he was able to use 
his skating to get inside versus NHL defenders. He’s also a 
highly creative player with the puck who can make tough 
plays consistently to go with a strong compete level. The 
only knock on him is his size and maybe a lack of finishing 
ability. 

34. Arthur Kaliyev, RW, Los Angeles 

June 26, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 30 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Kaliyev has been up with the Kings all season. His 
performance has been OK; inside the offensive zone and on 
the power play you see the vision and shot elements that 
make him dangerous. There is a tempo adjustment that you 
figured was coming with Kaliyev’s skating and will take time 
for him to get used to but I still see a big offensive weapon as 
he matures. 

35. Kaapo Kakko, RW, New York 

Feb. 13, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 194 pounds 

Drafted: No. 2 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 20 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Kakko didn’t light it up in the first half of the NHL season for 
the Rangers, but there were some positive signs in his game. 
I’ve found he’s showing a better ability to win battles and 
create chances in the high-percentage areas of the offensive 
zone, reminiscent of what he did in Finland. There may be a 
humbling realization coming, though, that while he’s very 
skilled, it may not be the elite skill I thought he had at 17. 

Combined with so-so skating, his offensive ceiling may be as 
a good top-six forward instead of a true star type of player. 

36. Cole Perfetti, LW, Winnipeg 

Jan. 1, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 177 pounds 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 39 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Perfetti has repeated his success in the AHL from last 
season, something not every teenager has been able to do 
in a more fully stocked AHL. With the puck on his stick he’s a 
threat due to his skill and vision, showing the ability to make 
high-quality plays at a high rate. His brain works at fast 
speed, so even though his skating will always be the thing 
that concerns scouts, there is a lot of hope his sense will be 
able to carry him to a major NHL role. 

37. Jack Quinn, RW, Buffalo 

Sept. 19, 2001 | six-foot | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 137 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

After a so-so first pro season for Quinn, he came out like a 
rocket in the first half of this season before he was sidelined 
due to mono. He was one of the very best players in the AHL 
and led Rochester to early success. Quinn’s skill level pops. 
He can make difficult plays with the puck look routine and is 
a great playmaker to go with his scoring ability. He lacks 
great speed, but he works hard and has two-way ability. He 
looks like a player who is close to the next step. 

38. Evan Bouchard, RHD, Edmonton 

Oct. 20, 1999 | 6-foot-2 | 193 pounds 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 124 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Bouchard has taken real steps forward this season and 
become an important player for the Oilers. His vision with the 
puck is excellent, showing great outlet passes and ability to 
create inside the offensive zone due to his brain and hard 
point shot. His defending has progressed well enough. Due 
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to his average skating, he may never be a true shutdown 
guy, but it should be good enough to go with his puck game 
to be an excellent NHL defenseman. 

39. Connor McMichael, C, Washington 

Jan. 15, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 174 pounds 

Drafted: No. 25 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 40 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

McMichael has held his own as a rookie NHL player. He 
hasn’t played a big role but he’s on a top NHL team. He’s 
shown for years that he has legit offensive skill and scoring 
ability, and a strong work level. His ability for a young player 
to get inside and create in the hard areas of the ice versus 
men is notable especially given he’s not the biggest or 
fastest. As he physically matures I expect his NHL play to 
become more consistent. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

40. Simon Edvinsson, LHD, Detroit 

Feb. 5, 2003 | 6-foot-4 | 198 pounds 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 77 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Edvinsson has had a great season between his SHL play 
and with Sweden’s U20 team. He’s helping his SHL team win 
games, getting real minutes and scoring without power-play 
time. He has good enough skill and vision, but it’s the 
combination of his size, skating and physical play to go with 
a decent skill level that makes him a projected top 
defenseman on an NHL team. 

41. Philip Tomasino, RW, Nashville 

July 28, 2001 | six-foot | 179 pounds 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 80 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Tomasino has played all season up with Nashville. The 
scoring hasn’t been there in huge numbers, but in limited 
minutes I like how he’s played. He uses his great skating 
ability to get to the net and create in the high percentage 
areas. I know about his skill and hockey sense, so if he 
keeps playing that way as he grows physically the offense 
will come. 

42. Owen Tippett, RW, Florida 

Feb. 16, 1999 | 6-foot-1 | 200 pounds 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 56 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Tippett doesn’t receive a large role on a deep offensive team 
in Florida but when he does play he shows a lot of positives. 
He’s a fast, highly skilled winger who is a shot threat from 
range and can see the ice well. There are times he needs to 
be pushed by his coaches but I’ve found his game more 
consistent of late compared to when he was a junior. 

43. Kent Johnson, C, Columbus 

Oct. 18, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 167 pounds 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 36 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Johnson has been one of the top forwards in the Big Ten, 
building off a strong freshman season. There is no doubting 
his pure skill level. Johnson can do highly imaginative things 
with the puck on his stick. He’s very slippery and deceptive 
as a handler despite not having great speed. He makes a lot 
of plays, but you’d like to see his elite puck game translate 
into chances at a higher rate. He has so much potential but 
only still shows you glimpses of the game-breaker he can be. 

44. Cole Sillinger, C, Columbus 

May 16, 2003 | six-foot | 197 pounds 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 70 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
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Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Sillinger made the Blue Jackets out of camp and has looked 
like a real pro from September onwards. He has very good 
hands, and thinks the game at a high level with scoring 
ability, but what has helped Sillinger’s transition to the NHL 
so well is his work ethic. He’s a relentless competitor who is 
quite physical and shows no fear as an 18-year-old engaging 
with grown men. Even with so-so footspeed his tremendous 
energy level and pace to go with his skill make him look like 
a future top player for Columbus. 

45. Peyton Krebs, C, Buffalo 

Jan. 26, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 66 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

Krebs was a major part of the Jack Eichel trade between 
Buffalo and Vegas. In the NHL he didn’t do much but in the 
AHL he’s shown why he’s a top prospect. He brings great 
skill, vision, pace and competitiveness to his shifts. He’s not 
that big but he plays without fear and shows a well-rounded 
game that will endear him to pro coaches. 

46. Dawson Mercer, C, New Jersey 

Oct. 27, 2001 | six-foot | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 69 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Mercer’s rookie NHL season has gone very well, becoming 
an important player for the Devils right away. He’s shown the 
ability to score and create offense, but the way he’s done it, 
by generating around the net-front area and winning a lot of 
battles as a rookie, is a reason to be excited about the 
player. His footspeed is still just OK, but as he physically 
matures the way he plays should translate into a great NHL 
forward. 

47. Jesper Wallstedt, G, Minnesota 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 214 pounds 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 73 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 

Wallstedt is having a fantastic campaign in Sweden, and 
looks like the best goalie outside the NHL right now. His pure 
athletic tools never blow you away in terms of his quickness 
or size, but his sense and technical skills are outstanding. He 
always makes the right reads, has elite efficiency in his 
movements and knows how to position his body and stick to 
keep pucks out of the net. 

48. Eeli Tolvanen, LW, Nashville 

Apr. 22, 1999 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 57 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Tolvanen saw his production dip in the first half after a great 
rookie NHL season, following the pattern of see-saw 
development we’ve seen over his entire career. He’s a very 
good player, a winger with great hands, overall offensive 
instincts and an elite wrist shot that will keep him in the NHL. 
His frame, lack of top-end speed and perimeter play can 
frustrate observers but he’ll score enough to keep coaches 
playing him and putting him on their power play. 

49. Barrett Hayton, C, Arizona 

Jun. 9, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 51 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Hayton has played most of the season up with the NHL 
team, playing real minutes on the bottom-feeding Coyotes 
squad. I still think there’s a lot to this player even if his point 
totals haven’t been gaudy in the pros. He’s a skilled center 
who can make and finish plays, and he competes hard. 
Hayton projects to have legit two-way ability as an NHL 
center. His footspeed is the only real concern I have, but I 
think with time he’ll be a good NHL player. 

50. Dustin Wolf, G, Calgary 

Apr. 16, 2001 | six-foot | 156 pounds 

Drafted: No. 214 in 2019 
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Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: High-end 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

It’s hard to have a better first half as a first-year pro than 
Wolf did in the opening months of the AHL season. He’s 
been dominant for Stockton, carrying over his excellent play 
over years in junior. I’ve always viewed Wolf as a super-
smart goaltender without ideal size, but what I’ve seen this 
season has been high-end athleticism I haven’t seen or 
appreciated before. He makes tough saves consistently to go 
with his great reads. Despite his size he’s cleared a major 
hurdle showing he can be great versus men, and looks on 
track to be a quality NHL goaltender. 

51. Marco Rossi, C, Minnesota 

Sept. 23, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 183 pounds 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 75 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Rossi returned this season after a scary COVID-19 
complication caused him to miss most of 2020-21 and he 
has looked more like his old self. He was a top player for 
Iowa, showing the skill to create for his teammates and run a 
power play like he did in junior. Despite his size he’s also 
shown he can create in the tough areas and be a responsible 
defensive player versus men. His speed still concerns scouts 
but everything else about his game is NHL level. 

52. Spencer Knight, G, Florida 

Apr. 19, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 32 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Knight has played quite a lot for a 20-year-old goaltender in 
his first NHL season and has had his struggles in his first full 
pro season. He’s a very smart and polished goaltender who 
has good enough lateral athleticism and can play the puck 
well. He should progress as a player as he learns how to 
anticipate NHL shooters, but it may take some time. 

53. Ville Heinola, LHD, Winnipeg 

Feb. 3, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 68 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Heinola’s season has been promising to date. He’s played a 
lot of minutes in all situations and been a big part of 
Manitoba’s success. He’s shown his usual steady, smart 
puck-moving game. Heinola can make plays inside the 
offensive zone due to his great vision while also being a 
good enough skater to create that way too. His game will be 
more offensively tilted in the NHL due to his frame and not 
having dynamic feet but he should hold his own in that 
regard. 

54. Zac Jones, LHD, New York 

Oct. 18, 2000 | 5-foot-10 | 172 pounds 

Drafted: No. 68 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 72 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Jones didn’t make the Rangers out of camp but he’s been 
good in the AHL. He’s bringing the offense you expect out of 
him, while showing he can PK and play a lot of minutes. The 
Rangers have options on defense so it may take time for 
Jones to make it, but with his skating and brain I think it’s just 
a matter of time before he’s up. 

55. Olen Zellweger, LHD, Anaheim 

Sept. 10, 2003 | 5-foot-9 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 34 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 186 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Zellweger’s development curve continues to trend sharply 
upwards. He’s been a top defenseman in the CHL this 
season. His combination of great skating, skill and vision 
make him a constant threat offensively. Zellweger’s size will 
be an issue as he advances levels as a defenseman, but 
with his great skating I think he’ll be able to overcome that 
issue with time to defend OK enough to go with a great puck 
game. 

56. Kirill Marchenko, RW, Columbus 

July 21, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 187 pounds 

Drafted: No. 49 in 2018 
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Sept. 2021 Ranking: 45 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Marchenko has had his ups and downs this season but 
overall he’s still been a productive player for a top KHL team. 
His tools remain highly attractive and he has sky-high 
potential as a 6-foot-3 winger who can skate, has great skill 
and possesses a dangerous shot. His consistency could be 
better game to game and he frustrates coaches at times but 
can also use his big frame to his advantage often to create in 
the hard parts of the offensive zone. 

57. Alexander Holtz, RW, New Jersey 

Jan. 23, 2000 | six-foot | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 7 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 52 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

Holtz has been great in his first season in North America, 
being a top player for a top AHL team as a teenager. He’s a 
threat with the puck on his stick because of his elite puck 
skills and shot, while also being a strong passer. Holtz 
projects to be a top power-play type of forward in the NHL 
who can score a lot. His skating and physicality will never 
excite but it should be good enough to make the most of his 
other assets. 

58. Alex Newhook, C, Colorado 

Jan. 28, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 195 pounds 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 88 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Newhook has looked very good in his first full pro season. 
He’s showing the great skating, vision and skill that have 
been foundations of his game, while also showing that even 
as an undersized forward he can win battles and get to the 
interior of the offensive zone using his speed and will. He’s fit 
well as a secondary piece of a top NHL offense. 

59. Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa 

Nov. 12, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 32 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 58 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Pinto was set to play a large role on Ottawa to start the 
season, but several injuries have kept him from playing much 
following his great play in college. His report is thus 
unchanged from the summer. 

60. Vasili Podkolzin, RW, Vancouver 

June 24, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 10 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 59 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 

Podkolzin has held his own as a rookie NHL player. With his 
so-so skating a transition period is not surprising, but he’s 
such a great competitor who does have offensive touch that 
with time I think he’ll become an important part of 
Vancouver’s forward group. He projects to contribute 
secondary scoring while winning a lot of battles and being a 
nuisance in the net area. 

61. Adam Boqvist, RHD, Columbus 

Aug. 15, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 168 pounds 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2018 by Chicago 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 84 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Boqvist is what he is. His abilities with the puck stand out. He 
has great hands, vision, and overall offensive creativity to go 
with a very good shot. Inside the offensive zone he can make 
things happen. He’s an undersized defenseman who has 
never been a strong defender though and you take the good 
with the bad with him. This season there’s been more good 
with a fair amount of offense for a 21-year-old defenseman. 

62. Alex Formenton, LW, Ottawa 

Sept. 13, 1999 | 6-foot-2 | 165 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 47 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 86 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Formenton has spent the full season with the big club. While 
he hasn’t scored a ton and the team hasn’t had success, I 
still see a lot of things in his game to be optimistic about, 
even if his skill level and playmaking don’t blow you away. 
Forwards with his size and top-end speed with some puck 
game are not easy to find, and when you add a strong work 
level into his game, I think with time he becomes an 
important player in Ottawa. 

63. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, LW, Carolina 

July 6, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 188 pounds 

Drafted: No. 3 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 62 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Kotkaniemi was the subject of much discussion after he 
signed an offer sheet with Carolina this past offseason. He 
hasn’t really taken a big step forward this season but he’s 
been good enough. He’s a highly-skilled forward with size 
who has very good vision, but his skating may limit him from 
ever living up to his draft slot. I still see a good NHL player 
but probably not a great one. 

64. Gabriel Vilardi, C, Los Angeles 

Aug. 16, 1999 | 6-foot-3 | 201 pounds 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 87 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Vilardi’s development has been up and down in recent years, 
marred by injuries and inconsistent performance as a pro. 
His play of late in the AHL has been promising though. He’s 
been a top player on a good AHL team. Vilardi’s skill, vision 
and size are NHL assets and though he lacks NHL skating, 
there should be enough to his game to be a solid player for 
the Kings with time. 

65. Grigori Denisenko, LW, Florida 

June 24, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 46 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Denisenko hasn’t scored at a high level this season (an issue 
that’s been ongoing for several years) but when I’ve watched 
his play in Charlotte you see the great attributes that still 
have scouts excited about him. He’s a quick and shifty skater 
who can make skilled plays through defenders and to his 
teammates, while also being a mid-range shot threat. 
Eventually, though, you’d like to stop talking about his 
potential and see him score. 

66. Matthew Coronato, RW, Calgary 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 183 pounds 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 96 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Coronato’s first half hasn’t been amazing, playing on a deep 
Harvard forward group. Despite modest production he’s an 
exciting prospect. He’s a highly skilled and creative forward 
who can beat you with his puck skills, his shot, and can will 
his way into scoring chances. Coronato lacks ideal size, but 
his compete and good enough speed will make up for it to 
allow him to continue to score as he progresses levels. 

67. Oliver Wahlstrom, RW, New York 

Jun. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 205 pounds 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 141 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Wahlstrom has had a productive season with the Islanders 
even though his team has struggled. His skill, size, offensive 
instincts and in particular his shot have always been major 
assets in his game and have allowed him to score as a pro. 
He has tendencies in his lack of pace, perimeter play and not 
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being great defensively at times that will frustrate coaches 
but inside the offensive zone he can create a lot of chances. 

68. Rasmus Sandin, LHD, Toronto 

Mar. 7, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 184 pounds 

Drafted: No. 29 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 49 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

Sandin is a high-end puck-moving defenseman who despite 
limited minutes in the NHL has shown he can make plays 
very well and be a trusted player. He has limitations in his 
size and skating that may prevent him from ever becoming a 
true two-way force but his brain is good enough that he 
should be a fine defender in the NHL to go with his great 
puck game. 

69. Mavrik Bourque, C, Dallas 

Jan. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 145 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

Bourque has been an excellent junior player through the last 
few years and has been dominant in the few QMJHL games 
he’s played this season. He’s very dangerous with the puck 
on his stick due to his skill and vision. Bourque lacks ideal 
size and speed but he competes hard and once inside the 
offensive zone he makes a lot happen. He probably ends up 
on the wing in the NHL. 

70. Cam York, LHD, Philadelphia 

Jan. 5, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 60 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

York has played a lot of minutes on a Lehigh team this 
season that didn’t have the greatest first half. York may 
never bring you out of your seat with his play, but he’s a very 
smart and steady two-way defenseman who moves the puck 

very well. He’s not the biggest defenseman but skates well 
enough to make you think he’ll be an OK NHL defender. 

71. Nicholas Robertson, LW, Toronto 

Sept. 11, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 160 pounds 

Drafted: No. 53 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 74 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player or 
quality starting goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

Robertson got injured right at the start of the season so my 
thoughts on him are unchanged from the summer. 

Projected middle of the lineup player or starting goaltender 

72. K’Andre Miller, LHD, New York 

Jan. 21, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 206 pounds 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 76 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

73. Noah Dobson, RHD, New York 

Jan. 7, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 12 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 78 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

74. Philip Broberg, LHD, Edmonton 

June 25, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 199 pounds 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 127 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
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75. Nikita Chibrikov, RW, Winnipeg 

Feb. 16, 2003 | 5-foot-10 | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 50 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 83 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

76. Chaz Lucius, C, Winnipeg 

May. 2, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 61 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

77. Brandt Clarke, RHD, Los Angeles 

Feb. 9, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 8 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 47 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

78. Cody Glass, C, Nashville 

Apr. 1, 1999 | 6-foot-2 | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2017 by Vegas 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 85 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

79. Cole Caufield, RW, Montreal 

Jan. 2, 2001 | 5-foot-7 | 162 pounds 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 23 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: High-end 

80. Ty Smith, LHD, New Jersey 

Mar. 24, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 44 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

81. Dylan Holloway, C, Edmonton 

Sept. 23, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 203 pounds 

Drafted: No. 14 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 90 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

82. Dmitri Voronkov, LW, Columbus 

Sept. 10, 2000 | 6-foot-4 | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 114 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 91 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

83. Thomas Harley, LHD, Dallas 

Aug. 19, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 188 pounds 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 55 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

84. Corson Ceulemans, RHD, Columbus 

May 5, 2003 | 6-foot-2 | 198 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 25 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 81 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

85. Nils Hoglander, LW, Vancouver 

Dec. 20, 2000 | 5-foot-9 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 40 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 93 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: High-end 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

86. John-Jason Peterka, RW, Buffalo 

Jan. 14, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 34 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 114 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

87. Lukas Reichel, LW, Chicago 

May 17, 2002 | six-foot | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 94 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

88. Nils Lundkvist, RHD, New York 

July 27, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 50 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

89. Topi Niemala, RHD, Toronto 

Mar. 25, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 156 pounds 

Drafted: No. 64 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 177 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

90. Nolan Foote, LW, New Jersey 

Nov. 29, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 27 in 2019 by Tampa Bay 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 95 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

91. Rodion Amirov, LW, Toronto 

Oct. 2, 2001 | 6-foot-0 | 167 pounds 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 64 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

92. Shakir Mukhamadullin, LHD, New Jersey 

Jan. 10, 2002 | 6-foot-4 | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 154 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

93. Morgan Frost, C, Philadelphia 

May 14, 1999 | 5-foot-11 | 170 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 27 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 71 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

94. Ryan Poehling, C, Montreal 

Jan. 3, 1999 | 6-foot-2 | 183 pounds 

Drafted: No. 25 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 164 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

95. Adam Ruzicka, C, Calgary 

May 11, 1999 | 6-foot-4 | 202 pounds 

Drafted: No. 109 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

96. Samuel Fagemo, LW, Los Angeles 

Mar. 14, 2000 | six-foot | 194 pounds 

Drafted: No. 50 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 53 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

97. Braden Schneider, RHD, New York 

Sept. 20, 2001 | 6-foot-2 | 202 pounds 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 67 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

98. Drew Helleson, RHD, Colorado 

Mar. 26, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 193 pounds 

Drafted: No. 47 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 104 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

99. Jakob Pelletier, LW, Calgary 

Mar. 7, 2001 | 5-foot-9 | 160 pounds 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 174 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

100. Marat Khusnutdinov, C, Minnesota 

July 17, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 37 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 150 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

101. Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas 

May 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 23 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 108 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

102. Brennan Othmann, LW, New York 

Jan. 5, 2003 | six-foot | 175 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 16 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 110 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

103. Yaroslav Askarov, G, Nashville 

Jun. 16, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 38 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

104. Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles 

Feb. 26, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 5 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 113 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

105. Mackie Samoskevich, RW, Florida 

Nov. 15, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 192 pounds 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 160 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

106. Calen Addison, RHD, Minnesota 

Apr. 11, 2000 | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 53 in 2018 by Pittsburgh 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 54 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: High-end 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 

107. Thomas Bordeleau, C, San Jose 

Jan. 3, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 38 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 106 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

108. Connor Zary, C, Calgary 

Sept. 25, 2001 | six-foot | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 24 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 115 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

109. Zach Dean, C, Vegas 

Jan. 4, 2003 | six-foot | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 172 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

110. Brett Berard, LW, New York 

Sept. 9, 2002 | 5-foot-9 | 155 pounds 

Drafted: No. 134 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

111. Bobby Brink, RW, Philadelphia 

July 8, 2001 | 5-foot-8 | 159 pounds 

Drafted: No. 34 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 191 
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Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

112. Filip Zadina, RW, Detroit 

Nov. 27, 1999 | six-foot | 195 pounds 

Drafted: No. 6 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 123 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

113. Michael Rasmussen, C, Detroit 

Apr. 7, 1999 | 6-foot-6 | 215 pounds 

Drafted: No. 9 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 122 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Poor 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

114. Martin Fehervary, LHD, Washington 

October 6, 1999 | 6-foot-1 | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 46 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

115. Kaiden Guhle, LHD, Montreal 

Jan. 18, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 186 pounds 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 133 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 
Shot: Above NHL average 

116. Joe Veleno, C, Detroit 

Jan. 13, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 193 pounds 

Drafted: No. 30 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 143 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

117. Rasmus Kupari, C, Los Angeles 

Mar. 12, 2000 | 6-foot-1 | 183 pounds 

Drafted: No. 20 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 144 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

118. Matthew Knies, LW, Toronto 

Oct. 17, 2001 | 6-foot-3 | 210 pounds 

Drafted: No. 57 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 171 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

119. Filip Chytil, C, New York 

Sept. 5, 1999 | 6-foot-1 | 178 pounds 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 48 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

120. Ryan Merkley, RHD, San Jose 

Aug. 14, 2000 | 5-foot-11 | 170 pounds 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 148 
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Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: High-end 
Compete: Below NHL average 

121. Henri Jokiharju, RHD, Buffalo 

Jun. 17, 1999 | six-foot | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 29 in 2017 by Chicago 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 135 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

122. Justin Barron, RHD, Colorado 

Nov. 15, 2000 | 6-foot-2 | 195 pounds 

Drafted: No. 25 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 138 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

123. Yegor Zamula, LHD, Philadelphia 

Mar. 30, 2000 | 6-foot-3 | 165 pounds 

Drafted: Undrafted 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 139 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

124. Sebastian Cossa, G, Detroit 

Nov. 21, 2002 | 6-foot-6 | 210 pounds 

Drafted: No. 15 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 65 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 

125. Jake Neighbours, LW, St. Louis 

Mar. 29, 2002 | six-foot | 195 pounds 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 168 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

126. Jonatan Berggren, RW, Detroit 

July 16, 2000 | 5-foot-10 | 181 pounds 

Drafted: No. 33 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 157 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

127. Alexandre Texier, LW, Columbus 

Sept. 13, 1999 | six-foot | 187 pounds 

Drafted: No. 45 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

128. Fedor Svechkov, C, Nashville 

Apr. 5, 2003 | six-foot | 187 pounds 

Drafted: No. 19 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 142 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

129. Jaret Anderson-Dolan, C, Los Angeles 

Sept. 12, 1999 | 5-foot-11 | 188 pounds 

Drafted: No. 41 in 2017 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 140 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
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130. Ty Dellandrea, C, Dallas 

July 21, 2000 | six-foot | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 13 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 100 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

131. Ridly Greig, C, Ottawa 

Aug. 8, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 163 pounds 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 166 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

132. Victor Soderstrom, RHD, Arizona 

Feb. 26, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 179 pounds 

Drafted: No. 11 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 147 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

133. Carson Lambos, LHD, Minnesota 

Jan. 14, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 197 pounds 

Drafted: No. 26 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 102 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

134. Kirill Kirsanov, LHD, Los Angeles 

Sept. 19, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 198 pounds 

Drafted: No. 84 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 103 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

135. Vincent Iorio, RHD, Washington 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-3 | 191 pounds 

Drafted: No. 55 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

136. Zachary Bolduc, C, St. Louis 

Feb. 24, 2003 | 6-foot-1 | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 17 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 173 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

137. Martin Kaut, RW, Colorado 

Oct. 2, 1999 | 6-foot-2 | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 16 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

138. Liam Foudy, LW, Columbus 

Feb. 4, 2000 | six-foot | 175 pounds 

Drafted: No. 18 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 111 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

139. Fabian Lysell, RW, Boston 

Jan. 19, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 172 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 21 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 119 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

140. Samuel Poulin, LW, Pittsburgh 

Feb. 25, 2001 | 6-foot-1 | 208 pounds 

Drafted: No. 21 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

141. Brandon Coe, RW, San Jose 

Dec. 1, 2001 | 6-foot-4 | 188 pounds 

Drafted: No. 98 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

142. Lukas Cormier, LHD, Vegas 

Mar. 27, 2002 | 5-foot-10 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 68 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 112 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

143. Aatu Raty, C, New York 

Nov. 14, 2002 | 6-foot-2 | 185 pounds 

Drafted: No. 52 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 107 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

144. Ryan Suzuki, C, Carolina 

May 28, 2001 | six-foot | 176 pounds 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 158 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

145. Xavier Bourgault, C, Edmonton 

Oct. 22, 2002 | six-foot | 172 pounds 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 159 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

146. Daemon Hunt, LHD, Minnesota 

May 15, 2002 | six-foot | 198 pounds 

Drafted: No. 65 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 162 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

147. Akil Thomas, C, Los Angeles 

Jan. 2, 2000 | six-foot | 171 pounds 

Drafted: No. 51 in 2018 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 163 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 

148. Logan Stankoven, C, Dallas 

Feb. 26, 2003 | 5-foot-8 | 170 pounds 
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Drafted: No. 47 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 167 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Above NHL average 
Hockey sense: Below NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

149. Hendrix Lapierre, C, Washington 

Feb. 9, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 179 pounds 

Drafted: No. 22 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 192 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Below NHL average 

150. Luke Evangelista, RW, Nashville 

Feb. 21, 2002 | 5-foot-11 | 166 pounds 

Drafted: No. 42 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

151. Ryan Johnson, LHD, Buffalo 

July 24, 2001 | six-foot | 173 pounds 

Drafted: No. 31 in 2019 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 117 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

152. Brock Faber, RHD, Los Angeles 

August 22, 2002 | six-foot | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 45 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Above NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

153. Brendan Brisson, RW, Vegas 

Oct. 22, 2001 | 5-foot-11 | 179 pounds 

Drafted: No. 29 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 109 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

154. Oskar Olausson, RW, Colorado 

Nov. 10, 2002 | 6-foot-1 | 180 pounds 

Drafted: No. 28 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 146 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Below NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

155. Joshua Roy, LW, Montreal 

Aug. 6, 2003 | six-foot | 190 pounds 

Drafted: No. 150 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

156. Sasha Pastujov, RW, Anaheim 

July 15, 2003 | six-foot | 184 pounds 

Drafted: No. 66 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 
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157. Roni Hirvonen, C, Toronto 

Jan. 10, 2002 | 5-foot-9 | 164 pounds 

Drafted: No. 59 in 2020 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 189 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: Above NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

158. Jack Peart, LHD, Minnesota 

May. 15, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 186 pounds 

Drafted: No. 54 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Puck skills: Below NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 

159. Ville Koivunen, RW, Carolina 

June 13, 2003 | 5-foot-11 | 161 pounds 

Drafted: No. 51 in 2021 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: Not ranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: Below NHL average 
Puck skills: NHL average 
Hockey sense: NHL average 
Compete: NHL average 
Shot: Above NHL average 

160. Devon Levi, G, Buffalo 

Dec. 27, 2001 | six-foot | 184 pounds 

Drafted: No. 212 in 2020 by Florida 

Sept. 2021 Ranking: 194 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player or starting 
goaltender 

Skating: NHL average 
Hockey sense: Above NHL average 
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Hurricanes' Slavin enters COVID protocol 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes will likely be 
without Jaccob Slavin for at least the next two games 
because the team announced Tuesday the defenseman has 
entered COVID protocol. 

According to NHL rules, if Slavin has tested positive, he must 
quarantine for at least five days before returning to the team, 
which means he will miss Thursday's home game against 
Columbus and Saturday's home contest against Vancouver. 
He could potentially return for next Tuesday's road game in 
Boston. 

Slavin is the only Hurricanes' player currently in COVID 
protocol. 

The 27-year-old alternate captain has scored 18 points in 33 
games and is one of the Canes' top defensemen and penalty 
killers. Slavin leads the NHL in shorthanded ice time, 
averaging 3:55 a game. 

The Hurricanes' game scheduled for Tuesday night in 
Philadelphia was postponed because of Covid issues on the 
Flyers' roster. 

Brind'Amour named Metropolitan Division head coach for 
NHL All-Star Weekend 

Tuesday afternoon the NHL announced its head coaches for 
the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend, naming Rod 
Brind'Amour as the leader for the Metropolitan Division. 

Brind'Amour earns the nod after it was determined that the 
club leading each division in points percentage on January 

10 would have their bench boss be the representative. The 
Canes percentage of .758 not only tops the division, but also 
ranks atop the entire league. 

This year's event will be held in Las Vegas at T-Mobile Arena 
on February 4-5. 

Thus far this season the former Canes captain has guided 
the team to a record of 24-7-2, including a franchise-best 
start to the season of 9-0-0. The 24 wins rank tops in NHL, 
along with their league-best goals differential of +42. A great 
deal of that success has come as the Canes have allowed 
the fewest goals among all 32 clubs, giving up just 73 in 33 
games. That stems from a strong defensive structure, which 
currently sees Brind'Amour's club letting up a league-low 
27.5 shots per game. 

On special teams Brind'Amour's club ranks second overall in 
penalty kill (90.0%) and seventh in power play (24.0%). 

Earlier in 2021 he became the first coach in franchise history 
to lead the team to three straight playoff appearances. Then, 
on June 17, 2021 he was rewarded with a three-year 
extension to remain with the club, the same day he won the 
Jack Adams Award, given to the league's top head coach 
each season. 

The All-Stars will showcase their talents in the 2022 NHL All-
Star Skills on Friday, Feb. 4 before facing off in the NHL All-
Star Game on Saturday, Feb. 5. 
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Brind'Amour Named Metropolitan Division Head Coach For All-Star Weekend 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Tuesday afternoon the NHL announced its 
head coaches for the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend, 
naming Rod Brind'Amour as the leader for the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Brind'Amour earns the nod after it was determined that the 
club leading each division in points percentage on January 
10 would have their bench boss be the representative. The 
Canes percentage of .758 not only tops the division, but also 
ranks atop the entire league. 

This year's event will be held in Las Vegas at T-Mobile Arena 
on February 4-5. 

Thus far this season the former Canes captain has guided 
the team to a record of 24-7-2, including a franchise-best 
start to the season of 9-0-0. The 24 wins rank tops in NHL, 
along with their league-best goals differential of +42. A great 
deal of that success has come as the Canes have allowed 
the fewest goals among all 32 clubs, giving up just 73 in 33 
games. That stems from a strong defensive structure, which 
currently sees Brind'Amour's club letting up a league-low 
27.5 shots per game. 

On special teams Brind'Amour's club ranks second overall in 
penalty kill (90.0%) and seventh in power play (24.0%). 

Earlier in 2021 he became the first coach in franchise history 
to lead the team to three straight playoff appearances. Then, 
on June 17, 2021 he was rewarded with a three-year 
extension to remain with the club, the same day he won the 
Jack Adams Award, given to the league's top head coach 
each season. 

The All-Stars will showcase their talents in the 2022 NHL All-
Star Skills™ presented by DraftKings Sportsbook on Friday, 
Feb. 4 (7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN, Sportsnet, TVA Sports) before 
facing off in the 2022 Honda NHL® All-Star Game on 
Saturday, Feb. 5 (3 p.m. ET, ABC, Sportsnet, TVA Sports). 

All-Star Rosters, Captains and Last Men In Announcement 
Schedule The 2022 All-Star Game Rosters - including the 
four 2022 NHL All-Star Team Captains, as selected via the 
2022 NHL All-Star Fan Vote™ - will be revealed live during 
this Thursday's 6 p.m. ET edition of SportsCenter on ESPN 
and Hockey Central on Sportsnet. Details on voting for the 
2022 NHL All-Star Last Men In, which will give fans the 
ability to vote for the final player on each All-Star roster at 
NHL.com/lastmenin, also will be provided. 
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Brind'Amour, Brunette, Bednar, DeBoer named coaches for NHL All-Star Game 

Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes (Metropolitan), 
Andrew Brunette of the Florida Panthers (Atlantic), Jared 
Bednar of the Colorado Avalanche (Central) and Peter 
DeBoer of the Vegas Golden Knights (Pacific) will coach 
their respective divisions at the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star 
Game at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas on Feb. 5 (3 p.m. ET, 
ABC, SN, TVAS). 

Their teams have the highest points percentages (points 
earned divided by total possible points) in their respective 
divisions through Jan. 10. 

Brind'Amour will be coaching his first All-Star Game. He has 
led the Hurricanes (24-7-2, .758 points percentage), to the 
best points percentage in the NHL this season. Carolina is 
tied with the New York Rangers for first in the Metropolitan 
Division but has a better points percentage (.758 to .676). 
Brind'Amour won the Jack Adams Award last season as 
voted as the top coach in the NHL after leading Carolina to a 
36-12-8 record. 

This will also be the first All-Star Game for Brunette, who is 
in his first season with the Panthers (23-7-5, .729) after 
taking over for Joel Quenneville, who resigned on Oct. 28. 
Florida is tied with the Tampa Bay Lightning for first in the 
Atlantic Division but has a better points percentage (.729 to 
.689). 

Bednar will also be making his first All-Star Game 
appearance. He has guided Colorado (22-8-2, .719) to third 
place in the Central Division but they have a better points 
percentage than the first-place Nashville Predators (.667) 
and second-place St. Louis Blues (.653). He is the first 
Avalanche coach named to the All-Star Game. 

DeBoer will be making his second All-Star Game 
appearance as a coach. He has the Golden Knights (23-14-
1, .618) in first place in the Pacific Division. DeBoer, then 
with the San Jose Sharks, was coach for the Pacific Division 
in 2017. 

The All-Star Game will feature a three-game tournament, 
played in a 3-on-3 format, showcasing teams from each NHL 
division. Each of the four teams will include six forwards, 
three defensemen and two goaltenders. 

The All-Star Game Rosters, including the four team captains, 
as selected via the 2022 NHL All-Star Fan Vote, will be 
revealed live Thursday at 6 p.m. ET (ESPN, SN). 

Details on voting for the 2022 NHL All-Star Last Men In, 
which will give fans the ability to vote for the final player on 
each All-Star roster on NHL.com, also will be provided. 

The 2022 NHL All-Stars Skills presented by DraftKings 
Sportsbook will take place on Feb. 4 (7:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, 
SN, TVAS). 
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NHL Buzz: Holtby, Gurianov in COVID-19 protocol for Stars 

Welcome to the NHL Buzz. Throughout the 2021-22 season, 
NHL.com will have you covered with the latest news. 

DALLAS STARS 

Goalie Braden Holtby and forward Denis Gurianov were 
placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol Tuesday. 

Holtby is 6-8-1 with a 2.56 goals-against average and .920 
save percentage in 17 games (16 starts) this season. 

Gurianov has scored 14 points (six goals, eight assists) in 31 
games. 

The Stars host the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

Defenseman Ryan Pulock and coach Barry Trotz were 
placed in COVID-19 protocol. 

Trotz, who returned to practice Saturday following the death 
of his mother, missed a 3-2 overtime win against the 
Edmonton Oilers on Jan. 1. That was the last game New 
York played before having games postponed because of 
COVID-19 issues. 

Pulock has two assists in 12 games this season. He has not 
played since Nov. 15 because of a lower-body injury but has 
been skating. 

New York is next scheduled to play the New Jersey Devils 
on Thursday. 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 

Claude Giroux is expected to play for the Flyers at the 
Boston Bruins on Thursday (7 p.m. ET; ESPN, SNE, SNO, 
TVAS, NHL LIVE). 

The forward missed three games in COVID-19 protocol. He 
exited protocol and practiced Tuesday. 

"'G' being out there with us today, I would expect G to be 
ready to go," coach Mike Yeo said. 

Giroux leads the Flyers with 29 points (11 goals, 18 assists) 
in 32 games. 

The Flyers had their game against the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Tuesday postponed due to COVID-19 issues affecting 
them, but they were able to practice and will practice 
Wednesday before traveling to Boston. 

"I feel good right now," Giroux said. "Conditioning, maybe 
one more practice wouldn't hurt. When you don't do anything 
for five, six days, it's kind of tough to get back into practice. 
But today was a good practice and it's good that we have 
another one tomorrow." 

Yeo said he was hopeful defenseman Ivan Provorov or 
forward Travis Konecny, possibly both, could exit protocol 
and play Thursday. Provorov has missed three games, 
Konecny has missed two. 

"I know that they're getting near that timeline," Yeo said. "So 
we'll see, but as of right now, just keep working with the 
group that we have." 

The Flyers placed defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen in 
protocol. Defenseman Justin Braun entered Monday. 

Forward Patrick Brown is expected to be out four weeks with 
a sprained MCL in his knee, sustained when he collided with 
San Jose Sharks forward Matt Nieto in the third period of a 
3-2 overtime loss Saturday. -- Adam Kimelman 

MINNESOTA WILD 

Jon Merrill agreed to a three-year, $3.6 million contract 
Tuesday. It has an average annual value of $1.2 million. 

The 29-year-old defenseman could have become an 
unrestricted free agent after the season. He has scored 11 
points (three goals, eight assists) in 33 games. 

Merrill signed a one-year contract with the Wild on July 29. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Jaccob Slavin was placed in COVID-19 protocol. 

The defenseman has scored 18 points (one goal, 17 assists) 
in 33 games and leads Carolina in average ice time per 
game (23:57). 

The Hurricanes host the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES 

David Perron was placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol. 

The forward has scored 20 points (eight goals, 12 assists) in 
25 games. He joins forward Brayden Schenn and 
defenseman Colton Parayko, who entered COVID-19 
protocol Monday. Each will miss at least one game, against 
the Seattle Kraken on Thursday. 

Schenn played three games after missing five with an upper-
body injury. The forward has scored 12 points (five goals, 
seven assists) in 22 games. 

Parayko has scored 16 points (four goals, 12 assists) in 36 
games. The defenseman leads the Blues with an average of 
24:10 in ice time per game. 

Forward Vladimir Tarasenko and defensemen Scott 
Perunovich and Jake Walman, each placed in protocol 
Thursday, could return against the Kraken. Tarasenko, who 
has missed two games, is second on the Blues with 34 
points (14 goals, 20 assists) in 34 games. -- Lou Korac 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS 

Gregory Hofmann was suspended by the Blue Jackets on 
Monday. 

The 29-year-old forward last played in a 4-3 loss at the 
Vancouver Canucks on Dec. 14.  

"Gregory was given permission by the club to step away for 
personal reasons and informed us today that because of 
those reasons he has decided not to return," Blue Jackets 
general manager Jarmo Kekalainen. "Obviously, we are 
disappointed, but we have no other recourse than to 
suspend him." 
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Hofmann made his NHL debut Oct. 14, playing 16:19 in an 8-
2 win against the Arizona Coyotes. He scored his first NHL 
goal during a 4-1 win against the Dallas Stars on Oct. 15 and 
scored seven points (two goals, five assists) in 24 games. He 
was acquired in a trade with the Hurricanes on Feb. 13, 
2021, and signed a one-year contract with the Blue Jackets 

on June 14, 2021, after playing 11 seasons in the National 
League, the top professional league in Switzerland. 

The Blue Jackets lost to the Chicago Blackhawks 4-2 on 
Tuesday. Columbus' game at the Montreal Canadiens on 
Monday was postponed because of COVID-19 concerns. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbus plays Carolina, aims to stop road skid 

Columbus Blue Jackets (16-17-1, fifth in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (24-7-2, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Columbus visits Carolina looking to end its 
three-game road losing streak. 

The Hurricanes are 11-4-1 in Eastern Conference games. 
Carolina averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the ninth-
most in the Eastern Conference. Vincent Trocheck leads the 
team serving 43 total minutes. 

The Blue Jackets are 5-10-0 against conference opponents. 
Columbus is seventh in the Eastern Conference averaging 
5.4 assists per game, led by Jakub Voracek with 0.7. 

In their last meeting on Jan. 1, Carolina won 7-4. Brady Skjei 
scored a team-high two goals for the Hurricanes in the 
victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 22 assists and has 37 points this season. Teuvo 
Teravainen has four goals and six assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand has 25 total points while scoring 11 goals 
and totaling 14 assists for the Blue Jackets. Gustav Nyquist 
has four goals over the last 10 games for Columbus. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-1-1, averaging four goals, 
7.4 assists, 3.5 penalties and 8.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.1 goals per game with a .923 save percentage. 

Blue Jackets: 3-6-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.6 assists, 3.1 
penalties and 6.5 penalty minutes while giving up 3.7 goals 
per game with an .890 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (upper 
body), Jaccob Slavin: out (covid-19 protocol). 

Blue Jackets: Daniil Tarasov: day to day (lower body), 
Alexandre Texier: day to day (illness). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus every team as a Disney World attraction 

By Greg Wyshynski 

Walt Disney World is currently celebrating its 50th birthday, 
having opened roughly four months before Jaromir Jagr was 
born. 

To honor this magical place, and with no small amount of 
corporate synergy, we've decided to use this week's NHL 
power rankings to match all 32 teams with the Disney World 
attractions -- rides, food, characters -- that best fit their vibes. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Jan. 5. Points percentages are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.758 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Jan. 13), vs. VAN (Jan. 15), @ 
BOS (Jan. 18) 

Churros. They're not always right in front of you. You have to 
know where to find them. But once you do, the variety of 
flavors and the absolute sugar high you get from them 
makes churros better than anything else in the park. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.736 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Jan. 14), vs. CBJ (Jan. 15), @ 
CGY (Jan. 18) 

Mad Tea Party. From Dec. 14 to Jan. 8, the Panthers had an 
average of 8.4 total goals in their games. They were 16-0-0 
when leading after two periods and have rallied for a point in 
five of 12 games in which they trailed after two periods. Like 
the tea cups, a dizzying experience. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.712 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 14), @ ARI (Jan. 15), vs. 
MIN (Jan. 17) 

Astro Orbiter. Piloting a high-flying rocket ship to the stars ... 
until you realize your aforementioned rocket ship is tethered 
to a pole with a metal bar, and you've been unable to truly 
take off when it matters. In fact, you just keep going in circles 
... 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.721 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Jan. 12), @ STL (Jan. 15) 

The Haunted Mansion. Everywhere you look, there are 
ghosts, including ones that are literally riding with you. As 
team advisor Paul MacLean memorably said on the Leafs' 
Amazon Prime show: "They've got demons in their heads, 
they got 'em in their beds, they got 'em in their cars ... 
everywhere they turn, there is a demon." (Although his 
delivery was a bit more colorful.) 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.697 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (Jan. 13), vs. DAL (Jan. 15), @ 
LA (Jan. 18) 

The storage lockers. During a day at the park, you might 
discover that you're carrying too much with you -- an 
overage, if you will. So you head to the long-term storage 
lockers to stash some salaries, er, souvenirs in there, until 
it's safe to add them back to your group. And that, friends, is 
how you have a successful day at Walt Disney World. Or 
maybe even two in a row. 

6. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.676 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Jan. 13), @ PHI (Jan. 15) 

Jungle Cruise. A classic ride reimagined for 2021-22, with 
exciting new twists on all the stuff your parents used to 
enjoy. In other words, they can stop talking about Brian 
Leetch and Mike Richter, because those characters have 
been updated to Adam Fox and Igor Shesterkin. 

7. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.676 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Jan. 13), @ BOS (Jan. 15), @ 
STL (Jan. 17), vs. VAN (Jan. 18) 

Country Bear Jamboree. A down-home, southern-fried 
hootenanny that entertains the crowd with foot-stompin' fun 
... and then you look at the standings and realize these are 
marauding wild beasts that will tear you from brows to boots 
if you are standing in their way. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.652 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Jan. 13), vs. TOR (Jan. 15), vs. 
NSH (Jan. 17) 
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Frontierland Shootin' Arcade. The ideal spot for the NHL's 
sixth-best offensive team this season (3.44 goals per game) 
as well as Ryan O'Reilly's beard. 

9. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.662 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Jan. 15), vs. VAN (Jan. 16), vs. 
WPG (Jan. 18) 

Toy Story Mania! You sit in your spot and then just start firing 
away at an array of moving targets, seeing who can score 
the most. Which brings us to our next question: Would Alex 
Ovechkin ever go on another ride besides this one at Disney 
World? 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.671 
Next seven days: @ LA (Jan. 13), @ SJ (Jan. 15), @ VGK 
(Jan. 17) 

It's a small world. Oh, you think it's safe to leave it out of your 
plans? Just forget it exists because you've seen it so many 
times? Well, this international menagerie -- Canada, the 
United States, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Czechia, even 
Latvia -- won't be ignored just because you think the iconic 
ride is past its expiration date. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Jan. 14), @ COL (Jan. 17) 

Space Mountain. What else could it be other than Disney 
World's greatest (Kirill the) thrill ride? 

12. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.615 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Jan. 17) 

Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge. A multimillion-dollar world of 
imagination that offers thrilling rides, lasting memories and 
the unwavering feeling that it never goes quite as far as 
you'd like it to go. That weird feeling in your stomach about 
the Golden Knights in the playoffs is not because you drank 
too much blue milk ... 

13. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Jan. 12), vs. PHI (Jan. 13), vs. 
NSH (Jan. 15), vs. CAR (Jan. 18) 

Walt Disney's Enchanted Tiki Room. You're wandering 
around, trying to find your way. Is there anyone who can help 
get you back on track? Step into the tiki room, and you'll 
realize that ... Tuuk can. (Groan.) 

14. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.577 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Jan. 14), @ CHI (Jan. 15) 

Remy's Ratatouille Adventure. The newest of the new, a 4D-
adventure ride in Epcot. Rats cooking French cuisine is the 
food equivalent of tossing the puck over the net to one's 
teammate for a goal. In this comparison, Anton Ego is played 
by John Tortorella. 

15. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.606 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Jan. 13), vs. FLA (Jan. 18) 

Meeting Russell and Dug at Discovery Island. Watch as the 
talking dog and the Wilderness Explorer boy are reunited 
with the curmudgeonly old man, whose floating balloon 
house landed in Calgary, Alberta, where he inexplicably 
became head coach of the Flames last season. 

16. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.563 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Jan. 12), @ FLA (Jan. 14), @ TB 
(Jan. 15), vs. MTL (Jan. 18) 

The Twilight Zone Tower of Terror. Just when you think 
you're going up, you're going down. In my best Rod Serling 
voice: "Picture a team that went from a seven-game winning 
streak into a five-game losing streak to a four-game winning 
streak. That team is the Dallas Stars, champions of ... The 
Twilight Zone." [Cue theme] 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.559 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Jan. 15) 

Star Wars: Rise of the Resistance. Charismatic rebels try to 
escape the clutches of a soul-crushing empire, whose 
constant mistakes and short-sightedness -- no one thought 
to check the vulnerabilities of the thermal oscillator for the 
planet-destroying weapon? -- have it constantly taking L's. It 
appears Connor and Leon are being held in Detention Block 
AA-23, sub-level five. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ TB (Jan. 13), @ CAR (Jan. 15), @ 
WSH (Jan. 16), @ NSH (Jan. 18) 

The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh. Yes, this is an 
overt reference to Bruce Boudreau. Spot the lie. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.561 
Next seven days: @ DET (Jan. 13), @ WSH (Jan. 18) 

Canada Far and Wide in Circle-Vision 360. We don't know 
what's wilder: That there's a part of Epcot dedicated to the 
mysterious grandeur of that far-off land "Canada," or that 
there's a 12-minute movie about this legendary land of the 
north. Jets logos would look keen on mouse ears, honestly. 
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20. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.569 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Jan. 13), @ SEA (Jan. 15), @ SJ 
(Jan. 17), vs. TB (Jan. 18) 

Na'vi River Journey. Based on a Hollywood production that 
at one point was a cultural sensation ... for a very finite 
number of years. But hey, the sequels are on their way to 
take us back to Pandora! (Not to be confused with "Avatar 
Flight of Passage," which is a thrill ride, while this one is a lot 
more deliberate and moderately paced. Such is Todd 
McLellan.) 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.554 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Jan. 13), vs. PIT (Jan. 15), vs. LA 
(Jan. 17) 

Under the Sea, Journey of The Little Mermaid. Can you 
believe there are no sharks referenced in "Under the Sea?" 
The sturgeon and the ray get the urge and start to play. The 
newt plays the flute, the carp plays the harp, the plaice plays 
the bass, the bass plays the brass, the chub play the tub, the 
fluke is the duke of soul, the ling's on the strings, the trout's 
rockin' out, the blackfish sings, the smelt and the sprat know 
where it's at, and the blowfish blows on a trumpet. I've been 
under the sea. I know there are sharks there. We cannot 
stand for this erasure. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Jan. 13), vs. BUF (Jan. 15), @ 
BUF (Jan. 17) 

Spaceship Earth. Like the Winged Wheel, the large geodesic 
sphere has been an iconic image for decades, housing a 
journey through history itself. It's currently undergoing a 
lengthy renovation while remaining open, and the end result 
should be extraordinary. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.485 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Jan. 13), @ FLA (Jan. 15) 

Expedition Everest: Legend of the Forbidden Mountain. The 
roller coaster you ride forward and then backward. Just when 
you think it's over, things get interesting. Like when you're a 
team that has won five out of 15 times trailing after two 
periods, the most for any team in the NHL this season. 

24. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.458 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Jan. 13) 

Slinky Dog Dash. Do not be fooled by its playful vibe, 
endearing whimsy and elaborate theming. When this thing 
gets going ... it really gets going. 

25. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.464 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Jan. 13), vs. WSH (Jan. 15), vs. 
PHI (Jan. 17), @ PHI (Jan. 18) 

Trying to get that last ride in before the park closes. You got 
a late start at the park. You've managed to get through only 
a couple of lines. They're asking guests to head to the exits. 
You're sprinting to see if you can hop on your favorite ride, 
but time is running out. Either this is going to be a 
disappointing trip, or it's going to end with a last-minute thrill. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.431 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Jan. 13), vs. ANA (Jan. 15), @ 
SEA (Jan. 17) 

Splash Mountain. For a few reasons, but we'll go with that 
whole "undergoing a five-story drop after being at the top of 
the mountain." 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.471 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Jan. 13), vs. NYR (Jan. 15), @ 
NYI (Jan. 17), vs. NYI (Jan. 18) 

Pirates of the Caribbean. They look like the rapscallion, 
lawless bullies that we see menacing people in the history 
books. Yet this version is inherently nonthreatening. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.353 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Jan. 12), @ STL (Jan. 13), vs. LA 
(Jan. 15), vs. CHI (Jan. 17) 

Pin trading huts. "Hey, the last time we were here, we saw a 
bunch of pins get traded." 

"Well, the pin traders had four years to prepare for us, so 
there were no trades available." 

"So you were expecting the same kinds of pins to be 
available like last time, but no one was offering them, and ... 
you just decided not to acquire any pins at all?" 

"Correct. We're trying to make sure there's room on the 
lanyard next summer in case some pins we really want 
become available." 

"OK, keep telling yourself that ..." 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.344 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Jan. 13), @ EDM (Jan. 15), vs. 
BUF (Jan. 18) 

Hall of Presidents. Filled with Senators, interesting more than 
entertaining, and basically a place your parents drag you to 
"learn something" when all you want to do is hit Space 
Mountain for the 100th time. 
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30. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.265 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Jan. 12), @ CHI (Jan. 13), @ ARI 
(Jan. 17), @ DAL (Jan. 18) 

Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique. The Canadiens got to play dress-
up as a Stanley Cup contender for a few months, and then 
watched their roster turn back into a pumpkin. Currently 
closed for renovations. (Also, "boutique" is French in origin, 
so this is perfect.) 

31. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.371 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Jan. 13), @ DET (Jan. 15), vs. 
DET (Jan. 17), @ OTT (Jan. 18) 

Buffalo chicken spring rolls. Not to pull the curtain back on 
this intricate process, but I searched "Buffalo" and "Disney 

World" and discovered that these delicacies are now 
available again at the Spring Roll Cart in the Magic Kingdom. 
And I've made the mistake of writing this ranking on an 
empty stomach. So we can go with, "they have a rough 
exterior but some promising ingredients on the inside," and I 
think that works. But mostly I just want to devour like 20 of 
these. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.258 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Jan. 12), @ COL (Jan. 14), vs. 
COL (Jan. 15), vs. MTL (Jan. 17) 

The entrance line. It's the last place you want to be. A 
tedious wait before you're allowed to have fun again, with 
impatient little rug rats pulling on your shirt, asking when they 
can finally get their mouse ears. And there's no skipping the 
queue with a Lightning Lane. 

 

 

Brind'Amour, Brunette, Bednar and DeBoer named coaches for NHL All-Star game 

Rod Brind’Amour, Andrew Brunette, Jared Bednar and Peter 
DeBoer have been named as head coaches for the 2022 
NHL All-Star game, the league announced Tuesday. 

Coaches were determined based on which teams had the 
best points percentage in their respective divisions at the 
conclusion of Monday's games. 

Brind’Amour’s Carolina Hurricanes lead the Metropolitan 
Division with a .758 mark (24-7-2), Brunette’s Florida 
Panthers are ahead in the Atlantic Division at .729 (23-7-5), 

Bednar’s Colorado Avalanche top the Central Division at 
.719 (22-8-2), and DeBoer’s Vegas Golden Knights are first 
in the Pacific Division at .618 (23-14-1). 

The All-Star Game rosters, including the captains as 
selected by the fans, will be announced Thursday at 6 p.m. 
ET on Hockey Central. 

The NHL All-Star Game is scheduled Feb. 5 at T-Mobile 
Arena in Las Vegas. 

 

Brunette, Bednar, Brind’Amour, DeBoer named NHL All-Star coaches 

By Adam Gretz  

The NHL announced the four coaches for the 2022 All-Star 
game on Tuesday, and it will be Andrew Brunette (Florida 
Panthers, Atlantic Division), Jared Bednar (Colorado 
Avalanche, Central Division), Rod Brind’Amour (Carolina 
Hurricanes, Metropolitan Division), and Peter DeBoer (Vegas 
Golden Knights, Pacific Division) behind the benches. 

Coaches were selected based on which teams had the 
highest points percentage in their respective divisions 
through January 10. 

Their current marks: 

 Hurricanes (Brind’Amour): .758 

 Panthers (Brunette): .729 

 Avalanche (Bednar): .719 

 Golden Knights (DeBoer): .618 

Brind’Amour, Bednar, and DeBoer have all coached their 
teams for years, while Brunette took over the Panthers early 
in the season following Joel Quenneville’s resignation. 

The NHL All-Star weekend will take place February 4-5 in 
Vegas, and it will again involve a 3-on-3 tournament between 
the four divisions.
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Quick Whistles: Seth Jarvis’ Dark Horse Calder Chances, Hurricanes’ Best Lines, Penalty 
Kill Dominance 

By Brett Finger  

Getting your foot into the door of the NHL is an arduous task, 
and it’s much harder to then establish yourself as a full-time 
NHL player. Then, it’s even harder to become a productive, 
top-six caliber player once you get there. 

2020 first-round pick Seth Jarvis has already checked all of 
those boxes in the first 24 games of what looks to be an NHL 
career with nearly limitless potential. 

At 19 years and 344 days old, Jarvis is the fourth-youngest 
rookie that has played north of 200 5-on-5 minutes this 
season, a group of rookies that amounts to 44. 

Among that group of rookies, Jarvis ranks sixth in goals, 
points, and goals per 60; fourth in assists per 60 and 
penalties drawn per 60; third in individual expected goals per 
60; second in primary assists per 60; and first in points per 
60. 

While goal-scoring touch has been an understandably 
inconsistent facet in his game - he followed up a three-game 
goal streak with an 11-game goal drought that he broke on 
New Year’s Eve and has since scored twice in four games - 
the whole of his game has been present from day one and 
built upon since mid-November. 

Jarvis has recorded at least one point in 12 of his last 18 
games, a stretch that includes his 11-game goal drought. 
When his goal-scoring went dry, his playmaking shined, and 
his near-rookie-best primary assist generation started to 
flourish. 

He’s a multifaceted offensive machine thanks to his mature 
offensive awareness, excellent puck skills, and slippery 
skating ability. Despite not getting the ice time that Carolina’s 
top forwards get on a nightly basis, his impact on the game is 
often just as noticeable. 

When Jarvis is on the ice, the Hurricanes are a better team. 
His 7.09 on-ice relative expected goals-for rate at 5-on-5 is 
the best among any Carolina skater with more than 120 
minutes of ice time, and his 59.93 5-on-5 on-ice expected 
goals-for rate leads all Canes skaters and is the top mark 
among NHL rookies. 

Additional context makes these numbers even more 
impressive. Jarvis was not a day-one player in the Canes’ 
lineup. He was the odd-man-out, and had it not been for an 
injury to Nino Niederreiter, he almost certainly would have 
been sent back to the WHL for the remainder of the 2021-22 
season. 

He started on the fourth line, quickly showed that he 
belonged in the top-nine, and has been an increasingly 
prominent fixture in the team’s lineup ever since. 

If his production continues through the rest of the regular 
season, he will end up being one of the league’s top rookies 
and be in the Calder Trophy conversation. Of course, barring 
some kind of outrageous more-than-point-per-game output 
from here on out, he won’t be beating out either of Detroit’s 
rookie phenoms in Mortiz Seider and Lucas Raymond, but 
that wouldn’t take away from the magnitude of his surprise 
impact as a 19 and 20-year-old first-year player. 

I think everyone knew how high Jarvis’ upside was after he 
dominated the AHL as an 18-year-old over a short stretch 
last season, but few people would have had him being at this 
point just a year later. 

Well, he’s here. And he’s a problem. 

Hurricanes’ Best Forward Lines 

We’re at the 33-game mark of the regular season, and the 
Hurricanes sit comfortably atop the NHL standings in points 
percentage, just one point out of first place in total points. 

They are a legitimate contender for the Presidents’ Trophy, 
fueled by their league-best goal suppression and fourth-
ranked offense. 

Over the next two weeks, we’ll look at what forward lines and 
defensive pairing have stood out above the rest. We’re 
starting with the lines. 

Due to the ongoing pandemic and the numerous obstacles in 
the way of player health and postponing of games, the 
Hurricanes haven’t iced a consistent forward group for much 
of this season. Instead, it’s often been a hodgepodge of 
whatever players they’ve had available on any given night. 

Fortunately, Carolina’s forward group is deep with 
interchangeable players who have played all over the lineup 
over the past few seasons. Below are the Hurricanes’ 18 
(yes, 18) most-used forward lines with their actual and 
expected goal differentials and shot attempt rates. 

Hurricanes Forward Lines 2021-22 

Line TOI 
CF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF/6
0 

GA/6
0 

xGF
% 

xGF/6
0 

xGA/6
0 

Teravaine
n-Aho-
Jarvis 

24.3 52 2 0 4.93 0 57.7 3.7 2.71 

Kotkanie
mi-Staal-
Necas 

25.3 
68.
1 

1 1 2.37 2.37 55 2.61 2.14 
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Line TOI 
CF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF/6
0 

GA/6
0 

xGF
% 

xGF/6
0 

xGA/6
0 

Teravaine
n-Aho-
Necas 

32.6 
63.
2 

2 0 3.68 0 58.6 3.13 2.21 

Teravaine
n-Aho-
Kotkanie
mi 

34.6 
50.
7 

1 2 1.74 3.47 51.6 2.78 2.6 

Necas-
Trocheck-
Niederreit
er 

34.7 
52.
5 

1 1 1.73 1.73 45.5 1.73 2.08 

Teravaine
n-
Trocheck-
Necas 

34.9 
63.
8 

2 1 3.44 1.72 55.6 2.58 2.07 

Kotkanie
mi-
Trocheck-
Necas 

36.6 
51.
5 

1 1 1.64 1.64 36 1.47 2.62 

Teravaine
n-Aho-
Svechniko
v 

38.3 
43.
8 

1 0 1.57 0 40 3.45 5.17 

Lorentz-
Stepan-
Jarvis 

40.3 
58.
7 

4 1 5.96 1.49 73.5 5.36 1.94 

Martinook
-
Kotkanie
mi-
Lorentz 

40.3 63 2 2 2.98 2.98 62.5 2.98 1.79 

Lorentz-
Staal-Fast 

48.2 
49.
4 

1 2 1.25 2.49 48.6 2.24 2.37 

Necas-
Trocheck-
Svechniko
v 

50.3 49 6 2 7.15 2.38 43.2 1.91 2.5 

Svechniko
v-
Trocheck-
Fast 

52.4 62 4 2 4.58 2.29 70.8 3.89 1.6 

Line TOI 
CF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF/6
0 

GA/6
0 

xGF
% 

xGF/6
0 

xGA/6
0 

Martinook
-Stepan-
Lorentz 

55.5 
55.
1 

2 0 2.16 0 62.5 2.16 1.3 

Jarvis-
Aho-
Teravaine
n 

64.3 
56.
5 

6 2 5.6 1.87 56.9 3.83 2.89 

Teravaine
n-Aho-
Niederreit
er 

70.5 
57.
9 

8 1 6.81 0.85 54.4 3.66 3.07 

Svechniko
v-Staal-
Fast 

70.8 
64.
9 

2 2 1.7 1.7 68.5 3.14 1.44 

Niederreit
er-Staal-
Fast 

105.
8 

47.
4 

5 2 2.84 1.13 48.5 2.78 2.95 

The numbers offer up a lot of expected and unexpected 
results. 

Unsurprisingly, the trio of Teuvo Teravainen, Sebastian Aho, 
and Nino Niederreiter has been the team’s most productive 
forward line. It’s a tried and true combination that has been 
hugely impactful since the day Niederreiter joined the 
organization in 2019. 

The line was reassembled to stop the offensive slide the 
team went through during late November and early 
December, and the results were game-changing. 

The line was broken up again in Carolina’s loss to the Florida 
Panthers, with Niederreiter sliding down and Jarvis jumping 
onto Aho’s wing. That line ended up being the team’s best 
combination upfront and scored the game-tying goal early in 
the third period of their 4-3 overtime loss. 

Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, and Jesper Fast make 
up another recently formed line, and they’ve been incredibly 
effective. Fast playing in what would typically be Martin 
Necas’ spot on that line hasn’t rendered the same real goal 
output, as is to be expected considering Necas’ high-end 
talent, but their possession metrics and expected values 
have shot up dramatically. That’s another sensible outcome. 
Fast plays a great two-way game that revolves around 
possession more so than Necas’ quick-strike ability. 

Before the most recent line shuffling, Svechnikov played a lot 
of minutes with Fast and Jordan Staal. That trio generated 
very strong puck possession, but I’m not a big fan of limiting 
Svechnikov’s offense on what was, ultimately, a checking 
line. Swapping Trocheck into the middle of that line gives the 
trio more offensive upside. 
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The same argument I just made for Svechnikov can also be 
made for Necas, who was recently set up with Staal and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, but with the way Kotkaniemi has played 
over the last month, he brings up the offensive potential on 
that line while Staal’s defensive game provides a safety net 
of sorts for two offensively focused players. 

Finally, there’s nothing more you can say about the fourth 
line. It seems like every iteration of that group has been 
outstanding, regardless of whether you throw skill guys like 
Jarvis or Kotkaniemi on there. For most of the season, 
Jordan Martinook, Derek Stepan, and Steven Lorentz have 
been puck possession demons, which is what you want 
when you’re setting the table for skill players at the top of the 
lineup. 

Penalty Kill Dominance 

We talk a lot about how Carolina fares at 5-on-5, but their 
special-teams success plays just as big of a role in their 
journey to the top of the standings. 

When Frank Vatrano went to the penalty box and negated 
the final seven seconds of the Panthers’ power play in the 
third period of Saturday night’s game, it marked the 
Hurricanes’ 29th consecutive successful penalty kill. 

That kill elevated Carolina’s PK success rate to 90% on the 
season, just three-tenths of a percentage point behind the 
league-best Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The heat map borders on comical and does a great job 
visualizing why they’ve been experiencing such a high level 
of success. 

Among NHL players who average at least 1:30 of penalty kill 
ice time per game and have played in at least ten games this 
season, Jesper Fast has the best on-ice expected goals-
against per 60 in the league on the PK. Teuvo Teravainen 
(2nd), Martin Necas (5th), Ian Cole (8th), and Jaccob Slavin 
(9th) are all in the top ten. Slavin also leads all NHL skaters 
in total PK ice time. 

Sebastian Aho falls just outside the top-ten list in xGA/60, but 
he’s in the top-ten in xGF/60 on the penalty kill. He is, 
undoubtedly, the main threat in pushing the puck up ice and 
generating the “power kill” that the Hurricanes have been so 
dangerous with over the last few seasons. 

While a lot of this success has carried over from years past, 
first-year assistant coach and penalty kill-runner Tim 
Gleason deserves a great deal of credit for how well he has 
managed his group. It’s not just one PK unit that has been 
dominant; it’s been every single guy who jumps over the 
boards, including new guys like Cole, Ethan Bear, and even 
Brendan Smith. 

“Nobody does it as good as they do,” said Panthers head 
coach Andrew Brunette on Saturday, and there’s plenty of 
evidence that supports that claim. 

 

Slavin enters COVID protocol 

By Alec Sawyer  

More COVID-related news came down the wire for the 
Hurricanes Tuesday, as defenseman Jaccob Slavin entered 
COVID protocol. 

The Hurricanes learned Monday that their scheduled 
Tuesday game in Philadelphia had been postponed due to 
COVID issues with the Flyers, but now Carolina also has a 
player in protocol with Slavin being added to the list.  

As a refresher, here’s the full press release from the NHL 
from Dec. 29 on the updated COVID-19 protocol: 

NEW YORK/TORONTO — The National Hockey League 
Players’ Association (NHLPA) and the National Hockey 
League (NHL) announced today a modification to their 
COVID-19 Protocol. The modification will reduce the isolation 
period after a positive test from 10 days to five days for fully 
vaccinated Players who meet the required conditions. It also 
applies to fully vaccinated Hockey Operations staff, including 
coaches. The change was made in response to the new 
isolation guidelines for COVID-positive individuals issued on 
Monday by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

While the changes apply on a League-wide basis, all 
personnel will still have to comply with the applicable health 
and safety regulations in their jurisdictions, including the 
Federal and Provincial COVID health and safety mandates in 
Canada, which may be more restrictive than the Protocol. 

Specifics of the changes to the Protocol after a positive test 
include: 

Isolate for five days; 

If the individual has a fever, continue to isolate until their 
fever resolves; 

If the individual has no symptoms or their symptoms are 
resolving after five days, they can leave isolation and return 
to practices and games, provided the following conditions are 
met: 

A lab-based PCR test that is negative, or a lab-based PCR 
test that has a CT value >30, or two negative molecular point 
of care tests collected >2 hours apart; and, 

Medical clearance from the individual’s Club physician; and, 

Such exit is permitted by their local health authority. 

The individual shall continue to always wear a mask around 
others for five additional days, other than for practices and 
games. 

All other aspects of the Protocol remain in place. 

The NHL’s and NHLPA’s medical experts will re-evaluate 
these measures on or before Jan. 12. 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 12, 2022 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257224952.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257220623.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article257226927.html 
https://theathletic.com/3060357/2022/01/12/ranking-the-best-under-23-nhl-players-who-tops-the-list-andrei-svechnikov-or-jack-hughes/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-slavin-enters-covid-protocol/20073419/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/brind-amour-named-metropolitan-division-head-coach-for-nhl-all-star-weekend/20073694/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/brindamour-named-metropolitan-division-head-coach-for-all-star-weekend/c-329676488 
https://www.nhl.com/news/detroit-red-wings-name-nicklas-lidstrom-vice-president-of-hockey-operations/c-329672472 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-january-11/c-329672374 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-928cc4e32d9f496d8075a5f57524085f 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33044093/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-every-team-disney-world-attraction 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/brindamour-brunette-bednar-deboer-named-coaches-nhl-star-game/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/11/andrew-brunette-jared-bednar-rod-brindamour-peter-deboer-named-2022-nhl-all-star-coaches/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/11/22876412/quick-whistles-seth-jarvis-calder-chances-carolina-hurricanes-best-lines-penalty-kill-
dominance-nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/11/22878381/slavin-enters-covid-protocol 
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Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour selected to coach in 2022 NHL All-Star 
Game in Las Vegas 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 11, 2022 3:56 PM 

 

Rod Brind’Amour of the Carolina Hurricanes will coach the Metropolitan 
Division team in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, the league announced 
Tuesday. 

The game is scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 5, during All-Star Weekend in 
Las Vegas. 

It will be Brind’Amour’s first appearance as an All-Star coach. The 
question that remains is which Canes player — or players — will he have 
for the 3-on-3 All-Star tournament at T-Mobile Arena. 

The other All-Star coaches are Florida’s Andrew Brunette (Atlantic 
Division), Colorado’s Jared Bednar (Central) and San Jose’s Peter 
DeBoer (Pacific). The four selections were made based on the coaches 
whose teams had the best points percentage in their respective divisions 
after Monday’s NHL games. 

The All-Star rosters will be announced Thursday at 6 p.m. The captains 
are selected by a fans’ vote. 

It’s another NHL honor for Brind’Amour, who was named the winner of 
the 2021 Jack Adams Award as coach of the year. The Hurricanes won 

their first nine games to begin this season and have a 24-7-2 record and 
.758 points percentage. 
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After flying to Philadelphia, Canes ask questions as Flyers practice after 
postponement 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED JANUARY 11, 2022 4:55 PM 

 

The sudden postponement of Tuesday night’s game at the Philadelphia 
Flyers has left the Carolina Hurricanes with more questions than 
answers. 

The game, scheduled for Tuesday night, was postponed around 10 p.m. 
Monday due to what the NHL said were COVID-19 issues among the 
Flyers, long after the Hurricanes had already flown to Philadelphia and 
checked into their hotel. 

Tuesday morning, as the Hurricanes prepared to fly home, the Flyers 
practiced with a full complement of players at their practice rink in 
Voorhees Township, N.J. 

That left the Hurricanes wondering not only why they got such late notice 
the game was postponed, but why it was postponed at all. 
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“I wish I knew more,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell told The 
News & Observer on Tuesday, “because we’re trying to get answers to 
figure this thing out.” 

The Flyers played Thursday and Saturday without four key players, 
extending their losing streak to five games. They had one additional 
player, defenseman Justin Braun, test positive for COVID-19 on Monday 
but had an available replacement on their taxi squad Tuesday, Flyers 
captain Claude Giroux returned from the COVID-19 protocol and was 
one of 21 Flyers players practicing. 

After practice, the Flyers announced that defenseman Rasmus 
Ristolanen, who did not practice, was also unavailable because of 
COVID. 

“There’s a lot of moving parts,” Flyers interim head coach Mike Yeo told 
media members following Tuesday’s practice, speaking about 
inconsistencies in decisions made as it relates to game postponements. 
“I do understand and empathize, you know — whether it’s business 
people, whether it’s league, whether it’s scheduling, whether it’s the other 
team’s travel, all these things — I know that there’s a lot of factors that go 
in.” 

Asked about the Flyers’ ability to practice but not play, team spokesman 
Zack Hill said, “Strictly COVID protocols,” referring comment to the NHL. 

“The decision was made consistent with all game-related decisions we 
have had to make this season, including as to timing,” NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly wrote in an email to the N&O. “It was based on 
the totality of circumstances surrounding the game, and Philadelphia’s 
current situation as it relates to Covid-related trends and absences.” 

The Hurricanes, meanwhile, would have been without star defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, who entered COVID protocols Tuesday morning. 

Even after the late postponement, the Hurricanes intended to practice at 
the Wells Fargo Center on Tuesday in the 11:30 a.m. slot reserved for 
the visiting team’s morning skate, only to be told Tuesday morning that 
the arena had already covered the ice in preparation for Wednesday 
night’s 76ers game. The Hurricanes’ charter operator couldn’t get a plane 
to Philadelphia until the afternoon, so the team had a stretch and workout 
at its hotel and departed for Raleigh around 3 p.m. 

The Hurricanes have had seven games postponed this season, five on 
the road, but this was the first after the team had already traveled to its 
destination. Waddell estimated that the Carolina Hurricanes spent in 
excess of $100,000 on charter flights and hotel rooms for their trip to 
Philadelphia. 

The Flyers announced that Braun had entered COVID protocols at 12:10 
p.m. Monday. The Hurricanes departed RDU International Airport at 2:11 
p.m. The game was officially postponed at 10:02 p.m. 

“That was my question — I wish we would have known yesterday,” 
Waddell said. 

As of late Tuesday morning, Waddell told the N&O he had not heard 
anything from the league about reimbursement for the expenditures. 
Previously, he said, the NHL has not reimbursed teams for similar 
expenses. 
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How the Canes turned anticipation and execution into one of the NHL’s 
best penalty kills 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 11, 2022 2:27 PM 

 

Penalty killing in hockey is dirty work. There’s nothing glamorous, just a 
lot of grit and grind: mucking in the corners, clogging the slot, stepping — 
or diving — in front of rocket shots from the point. 

And only one team in the NHL has done it better this season than the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who have killed off 28 consecutive power plays in 
the past nine games. Carolina stood at 90.0 percent through Sunday’s 
games, just behind the Pittsburgh Penguins’ 90.4 percent. (To be fair, the 
Canes have been shorthanded 120 times, second-most in the NHL, while 
the Penguins have only been short 83 times, third-least.) 

The Canes’ penalty killing is built on anticipation and execution, putting 
stress on opponents’ zone entries and winning defensive-zone draws. It’s 
the pressure game head coach Rod Brind’Amour prefers. Call it an 
extension of the Canes’ five-on-five play, only shorthanded. 

“I think everybody’s philosophy on the penalty kill is pretty much the 
same,” Brind’Amour said before Saturday’s game against the Florida 
Panthers. “You’re trying to take away the time and the space from the 
good players, and obviously you have a plan for when that doesn’t 
happen. 

“But at the end of the day it’s no different than five on five. You’ve got to 
outwork the power-play guys and you definitely have to sacrifice and get 
in front of shots. You have to be willing to do that, right? There’s a lot to it 
but at the end of the day it’s about trying to pressure as much as you 
can.” 

After the Canes killed off all four Calgary power plays in Friday’s 6-3 win 
at PNC Arena, Flames coach Darryl Sutter mentioned Carolina’s 
aggressiveness and the disruption, saying, “You’re trying to force plays a 
little bit instead of getting pucks to the net.” 

A night later, the Canes and Panthers were tied 3-3 in the third period of 
a hard-fought game at PNC Arena when Canes captain Jordan Staal was 
whistled for roughing with 5:29 left in regulation. 

Angry Canes fans rained down their feelings from the stands, showering 
officials with displeasure. So, too, did Brind’Amour, who pulled down his 
mask for a few choice words with the officials from behind the bench. 

But with one of their best and biggest penalty killers in the penalty box, 
the Canes went back to work. The Canes’ pressure on the kill forced 
Panthers forward Frank Vatrano into an interference penalty against 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin with seven seconds left in the Florida power 
play. 

The Canes did not allow a shot on goal before the Vatrano penalty as 
Vincent Trocheck blocked an Aaron Ekblad shot. They did not win the 
game — Anthony Duclair’s overtime goal decided it for Florida — but 
came away with a point. 

The last power-play goal against the Canes came Dec. 7, when the 
Winnipeg’s Pierre-Luc Dubois scored in the Jets’ 4-2 loss. The Canes 
then were 5-for-5 on the kill two days later in a 2-1 win at Calgary, 
beginning their streak. 

“You need to outwork the other guys but at the same time you’re 
outnumbered,” Canes defenseman Ian Cole said Monday. “Running 
around like chickens with your heads cut off doesn’t necessarily do it 
because you’re down a man. I think it has to be a mix of smart reads, 
good anticipation and then, yes, outwork them, too. 

“It’s a matter of keeping your head down and doing he right things over 
and over and over again. Doing the right things over and over and over 
again will get the job done, and I think that’s what you’re seeing recently.” 

THE RIGHT PERSONNEL 

The list of players who have been used on the Canes’ kill this season is a 
long one. Among the defensemen: Brett Pesce, Slavin, Brady Skjei and 
Cole. Among the forwards: Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz have joined 
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Staal, Trocheck, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, and Martin 
Necas has gotten a look at times to take advantage of his speed and 
quickness. 

On the Staal penalty, the Canes started the kill with Lorentz and Fast, 
Pesce and Cole. Earlier in the third period, after an interference penalty 
against Pesce, the kill began with Staal and Trocheck, Cole and Slavin. 

“Everyone seems to be on the same page, working hard and getting in 
lanes so they don’t get Grade-A shooting lanes,” Skjei said. 

Brind’Amour has credited Tim Gleason, in his first season as an assistant 
coach, on his work with the Canes penalty killers. Gleason did the dirty 
work and sacrificed his body on the kill often as a former NHL 
defenseman who played more than 500 games with the Hurricanes. 

Gleason replaced Dean Chynoweth, who implemented the penalty-killing 
system Brind’Amour wanted, which included using Aho and Teravainen 
shorthanded, taking advantage of the Finns’ quick instincts and craftiness 
since they work well off each other. 

Aho was a one-man killer on one of the Flames power plays, swiping the 
puck and skating around with it, eluding Calgary players in pursuit. 

Since the 2018-19 season, Brind’Amour’s first as head coach, the Canes 
have the best overall penalty-killing percentage in the league (87.9). This 
season, the Canes have killed off 108 of 120 power plays. 

“Tim’s been great,” Brind’Amour said of Gleason. “I don’t think we’ve 
changed a lot. There’s no reason to change. We were doing a pretty 
good job with it. But he’s put in his little flair on how he wants it done and 
done a great job.” 

Don’t ask Gleason to disclose any of his tweaks, though. He’ll just grin 
and say, “It’s the system and guys have bought into it,” as he did 
Monday, although noting the use of top skill players on the kill is more a 
recent trend in the NHL than “back in the day.” 

Whether he wants to talk about them or not, though, Brind-Amour’s 
system and Gleason’s tweaks are working. Just as the rest of the league. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 01.12.2022 

1197040 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ Top 10 Prospects: January 2022 Update 

 

January 11, 2022  

by Brandon Stanley 

 

It’s been a weird year. The World Juniors started with great promise only 
to be abruptly canceled amid a coronavirus outbreak – just one of many 
examples of players’ seasons being put on hold due to the pandemic. 
We’ve also seen multiple injuries pop up for some of the top prospects in 
the Carolina Hurricanes organization. On the bright side, a 19-year-old 
has announced NHL arrival with a bang in the form of a stellar rookie 
season, beginning to earn a touch of attention in the Calder Trophy race 
(spoiler alert: you won’t see his name here anymore… he’s just a plain ol’ 
NHLer now). 

So, that means we have a new #1 atop the list of top prospects in the 
impressive Carolina pipeline. The future remains very bright, just like the 
present for the team with the NHL’s best points percentage. Despite the 
lack of a truly elite prospect, especially now that the aforementioned Seth 
Jarvis has (almost) graduated, there are few, if any, teams that can 
match the incredible depth throughout the ‘Canes organization of highly 
skilled youngsters with great odds to play NHL games. 

If you go back to the preseason ranking my colleague and prospect 
ranking partner Alex Ohari and I did, you’ll see quite a bit of movement – 
especially from the 2021 draftees. Now that some of those players have 
had a chance to play more significant roles or at higher levels, we’ll talk 
about some stocks that have really exploded. 

Furthermore, one of the first posts I did here at The Hockey Writers last 
summer was about the Hurricanes’ need to shore up their organizational 
defensive depth after their offensive focus for a few years. This 
midseason update will reflect that they have definitely succeeded in 
doing so. 

So let’s get to it and break down the top 10 prospects in the Hurricanes 
organization. 

Honorable Mentions 

Cutting this down to 20 last time was a chore itself, so going even further, 
naturally, means some extremely intriguing players with real NHL 
potential are going to be left out. I do want to at least give a mention to 
two forwards and a defenseman who, despite not making the actual top 
10, are especially notable and should be on your radar. 

Anttoni Honka, who Alex lobbied hard to keep on the actual list, by the 
way, continues to produce big offensive numbers for a 20-year-old 
defenseman in one of the best men’s leagues in the world. He leads JYP 
(the worst team in the Finnish Liiga, to be fair) in scoring with 22 points in 
36 games. That number has him tied for fifth amongst defensemen in 
scoring, and, incidentally, he came in fifth in the league’s defensive 
scoring last year, as well. He’s quick and a stellar playmaker that would 
make for a great power-play quarterback, but his defensive game and 
how he’ll hold up physically as a light, 5-foot-10 blueliner is still a huge 
question mark. 

Next, if you simply look at 2020 second-rounder Noel Gunler‘s stat line, 
you’ll probably think his development has effectively stalled. Playing for 
Brynäs of the Swedish Hockey League (SHL), he has six goals and 12 
points in 31 games, but the team as a whole has had struggles putting 
the puck in the net. I’ve seen many highlights where he made fantastic 
plays, only for a teammate to miss the opportunity created – or be unable 
to find Gunler when he got open in a dangerous position. The biggest 
concern is still his one-way/off-the-puck game; he’ll have to improve in 
that area once he comes stateside. He was always a high-risk, high-
reward player, and that massive upside still very much exists. An elite 
shot, underrated passing ability, and hands that can make any defender 
look foolish will always give me belief. 

Lastly, Tuukka Tieksola has always been a personal favorite of mine. He 
seemed to be putting things together in Liiga in 2020-21, coming on 
particularly strong in the second half of the year to post nine goals and 18 
points over 37 games – a majority of that production coming in the last 
couple of months of the season. However, he needs to have a similar 
outburst this year, as he doesn’t seem to be getting much ice time, and 
his production has greatly suffered (apparently, he’s been hurt, as well). 
Like Gunler, consistency has been an issue, and the 2019 fourth 
rounder’s size (5-foot-10, 156 pounds) means he has a lot of physical 
maturing to do. However, also like Gunler, his offensive toolkit gives him 
legitimate top-six upside. 

10: G Pyotr Kochetkov (Previous Ranking: 13) 

Eetu Makiniemi was gotten plenty of well-deserved attention for his 
fantastic North American debut playing with the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League. Jack LaFontaine is in the headlines, too. 
Desperate for goaltender depth with a laundry list of injuries at the 
position, the Hurricanes signed the 2021 Mike Richter Award winner as 
the NCAA’s top goalie to his entry-level contract seemingly out of 
nowhere on Sunday. However, the top goalie prospect in the Hurricanes 
organization, and the one most likely to be the team’s #1, goalie-of-the-
future, remains Kochetkov. 

Playing for Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the KHL, widely considered the 
second-best league in the world, you can tell a lot about Kochetkov’s 
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season just from his stat line. His GAA and SV% are very good, but his 
record is pretty rough. If you watch some of his team’s games, you can 
see exactly why. They can’t score, with 2-1 losses a common 
occurrence, and their defenders don’t really live up to their positional 
names. If not for the 22-year-old goalie, things would look a lot worse for 
Torpedo. 

Already signed to his entry-level contract, Kochetkov is eligible to come 
stateside on May 1. Expect him to quickly work his way up the ladder, 
perhaps pressing for NHL starts within the next two years. His 6-foot-2 
size, athleticism and reflexes, poise in his crease, and sound positional 
technique give him the upside to be a legitimate number one goaltender 
in the NHL in the not-too-distant future. 

9: C Vasili Ponomaryov (Previously: 9) 

Season Stats: one goal, one assist in 14 KHL games; seven goals, five 
assists, in 17 Supreme Hockey League games (VHL, equivalent of 
Russia’s AHL); one goal, two assists in two Russian Junior Hockey 
League (MHL) games; scoreless in two World Junior Championships 
(WJC) games. 

After spending the last two seasons playing some impressive hockey for 
the Shawinigan Cataractes of the Quebec Major Junior League 
(QMJHL), Ponomaryov headed back to Russia on loan for the 2021-22 
season. Another player already signed to his entry-level deal (nice to 
know that KHL coaches and management can’t do to him what we just 
saw with Minnesota prospect Marat Khustnutdinov), the 5-foot-11 center 
plays a mature, two-way game that’s going to fit nicely into an NHL 
middle-six down the line. 

A dogged forechecker with a motor that seemingly never stops, the 
centerman’s puck skill and shot often seems overlooked. I’ve heard 
concerns about him as a skater, and while his straight-line speed may be 
mediocre, he does have excellent balance and well-above-average stop-
and-start quickness that help him create separation. This latter attribute 
is especially noticeable in the corners when evading defenders. He’s 
mostly been asked to play a checking role – especially in the QMJHL, as 
Shawinigan seemed to deploy him almost exclusively in critical defensive 
situations. This makes it all the more impressive he scored a near point-
per-game pace in his two seasons there. I think his offense can, and 
likely will, take off as he continues to develop and gets more 
opportunities to contribute in that end. 

8: LHD Ronan Seeley (Previously: Not Ranked) 

Easily the biggest mover on this list and probably one of the bigger risers 
amongst defense prospects around the league, 2020 seventh-round pick 
Seeley has put his name on the map as a real threat to eat big minutes 
on an NHL blue line. This culminated in an impressive honor in 
December, as even while being one of the least recognizable names on 
their loaded roster, it was Seeley who was given a chance to pair up 
alongside last year’s number one overall pick, Owen Power, on Team 
Canada’s defense during the truncated WJC. 

An elite skater that fits perfectly in the modern NHL, the biggest 
development in Seeley’s game since his draft day has been the offensive 
side of things. He was always a capable defender with good hockey 
sense and the ability to get from point A to point B in the blink of an eye, 
but he’s added a real skill element that has lifted his ceiling considerably. 
I’ve also loved the battle level I’ve seen from him this season. He’s got 
enough size at 6-foot-1 and over 190 pounds to throw around in the 
corners and in front of the net and has shown a willingness to do it with 
regularity this year. The nasty streak, defensive acumen, and ability to 
both be a one-man breakout and beat opposing defenders one-on-one 
once he gets in the offensive zone have made him an extremely 
intriguing option for the Carolina blue line in the coming years. 

7: RHD Aleksi Heimosalmi (Previously: 8) 

Ignore the stat line – 18-year-old defenseman Heimosalmi is looking like 
another excellent second-round selection that, like Seeley, uses his 
skating ability and hockey sense to fit nicely in the modern game. Despite 

below-average size for a blueliner (5-foot-11, 170 pounds), his agility, 
hockey sense, and poise in the face of pressure help him control the 
game’s flow when he’s on the ice. This was especially noticeable at the 
WJC, where he looked like one of the most polished defenders on the 
team. He fit right in alongside players like Toronto Maple Leafs’ draft pick 
Topi Niemela, one of the top defensive prospects in all of hockey, despite 
Heimosalmi being the youngest player on that unit. 

Heimosalmi is always very active, looking to get shots through, and has 
proven to be a solid defender willing to consistently battle in the dirty 
areas against bigger forwards. As one of the youngest players in his draft 
class, he still has quite a bit of maturing to do before he’s ready to help 
the Hurricanes. Expect him to spend at least one more year with Assat 
before heading stateside and bringing his impressive two-way game to 
the Carolina organization. 

6: LHD Alexander Nikishin (Previously: 14) 

Season Stats: eight goals, four assists in 46 KHL games 

Another big-time riser, being a full-timer KHLer for three seasons by the 
age of 20, is usually a pretty good sign. Especially when you’re known as 
a hard-hitting, defensively sound defenseman… but you have also put up 
the most points of any defenseman aged 20 or younger in the second-
best league in the world. In fact, other than Nikishin, only one 
defenseman, New Jersey Devils 2020 first-rounder Shakir 
Mukhamadullin, has more than four points in the KHL this season. Point 
totals are generally meaningless in the KHL for young players. Still, his 
production and consistent top-four ice time go to further show the trust 
Nikishin has already gained in a highly-difficult men’s league. 

At 6-foot-3 and 216 pounds already, Nikishin’s highlight-reel is filled with 
heavy, open ice hits and what looks like a lot of back pain for his 
opponents. However, the development of his all-around game, which is 
highly notable in his growth as a play-driver and his comfort level carrying 
the puck in all three zones, has made him seem like a smart bet not just 
to crack an NHL blue line someday but play top-four minutes as well. I’ve 
been confident in his ability to eat minutes at 5-on-5 and on the penalty 
kill. Still, his offensive development and comfort as a puck mover have 
me considering that he could legitimately contribute in all three phases in 
the NHL. 

I mean, the guy is nicknamed “Boom,” but watching him this season, I’m 
starting to get curious if that was borne out of his checks or his absolute 
cannon of a shot. Nikishin has shown the ability to blast one-timers 
through a crowd, or walk-in, dangle through a defender or two and rip a 
wrister that a goalie can track all the way and still not be able to save. His 
production (his eight goals are tied for sixth in the KHL amongst all 
defensemen), alongside his excellent defensive positioning, consistent 
record of hitting opponents pretty much through the wall, and incredible 
vision and escapability (especially for someone his size) on the breakout 
has Nikishin looking like one of the most underrated defense prospects in 
hockey. 

5: C/W Jamieson Rees (Previously: 5) 

Season Stats: two goals, six assists in 18 AHL games 

After an impressive AHL debut in the COVID-shortened 2020-21 season, 
Rees has been banged up and in and out of the Chicago lineup this year. 
His largest concerns have always been discipline and a lengthy injury 
history, so this year has been frustrating for him in the latter regard. 
However, he still maintains a versatile, perfectly matched-for-Carolina 
style of play that will make him an absolute pest to play against, with his 
forechecking and skill projecting to align very nicely with what we see in 
the Hurricanes’ middle-six today. 

Carolina Hurricanes prospect Jamieson Rees, Chicago Wolves (Jenae 
Anderson / The Hockey Writers) 

The 2019 second rounder’s game revolves around his speed and 
relentless energy. He’s small but extremely physical and never backs 
down from any opponent. It’s far from useless grit, though – he’s also 
highly skilled, with excellent hands in tight areas and some of the best 
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vision in the entire system. He could easily rack up 35 or more assists in 
a season once he enters his prime. I would still like to see him shoot 
more, as most of his goals come from dangling around multiple 
defenders and deking around the goalie. Still, Rees remains one of the 
most intriguing prospects in the entire system with his blend of 
physicality, finesse, and speed. 

Number 4: RHD Scott Morrow (Previously: 17) 

When we last ranked Morrow, an actual quote from the last edition was, 
“this ranking could change drastically in either direction as he moves 
from prep to the NCAA” (that’s slightly paraphrased). It is safe to say that 
statement was correct, and we feel a bit silly for ranking him so low the 
first time around, so this is our attempt to make up for it. Morrow has 
been making waves all season long at UMass, scoring at a point-per-
game clip and showing off his immense offensive upside regularly. 

His strengths come with the puck on his blade, as he combines excellent 
skating ability with silky-smooth hands that allow him to be a one-man 
breakout, zone entry, and scoring-chance-creator, often all within about a 
10-second span. He’s electric in transition, and given time and space, he 
constantly puts the stress on NCAA defenses that rarely have an answer. 
His one-timer is absolutely lethal, as well, and is a big reason why he 
leads all freshmen defensemen in goals this season. 

He’s likely to stay in college a few more years, mainly because his 
defensive game remains very much a work in progress, which is fine for 
a blueliner at his age, with his offensive upside, by the way. He’s got to 
get a bit tougher to play against, as although his one-on-one defending 
and gap control has looked better at times this year, he still has a long 
way to go with consistently engaging in that end if he ever wants to get 
consistent run under head coach Rod Brind’Amour. He can also get 
brazen with the puck at times, which leads to turnovers and puts his team 
in a rough spot coming back the other way. However, his diverse and 
dangerous offensive toolkit presents an enticing prospect as an offensive 
defenseman and power-play quarterback. 

3: W Ville Koivunen (Previously: 11) 

I’m not going to lie, since this is my own personal list and all, I had a 
really hard time not putting this kid even higher. I love, love, love his 
game. And please, don’t take this the wrong way and blow me up on 
Twitter when he doesn’t become an elite, first-line player, but in more 
ways than one, Koivunen reminds me of another second-round pick the 
Hurricanes made from Finland about a half-decade ago. Back then, 
Sebastian Aho wasn’t the explosive skater he is now, and he didn’t have 
a rocket of a shot or any other defining quality that screamed “Elite 
NHLer.” He just had immense hockey sense, an incredible brain that 
knew where everyone was, where they were going, and how to exploit it, 
and he’s turned it into big, big things for this franchise. 

That very well could be Koivunen down the line. He reads the play 
exceptionally well and is equally dangerous as both a passer and a 
shooter. The way he’s produced as a teenager in one of the toughest 
men’s leagues in the world suggests he could be a legitimate contributor 
in the near future. One of the bigger concerns around him was his 
skating ability, but his first step and quickness look to be improved this 
year, too. If he can become just an average NHL skater, expect to see 
him in the Hurricanes’ top six within the next few years. 

2: C/W Ryan Suzuki (Previously: 2) 

As is often the case with AHL injuries, I’ve poked around and been 
unable to find any details whatsoever. I don’t know if it’s lower-body, 
upper-body, or a broken pinky toe, but there doesn’t seem to be any 
available information regarding the ailment that has kept Suzuki out of all 
but five games during the 2021-22 season. It’s a real shame, as he’s in 
the same boat as Rees, Jack Drury, or even (to a lesser degree) Jarvis, 
in that he’s got AHL experience at this point, remains a high-upside 
player with the potential to help the big club in the near future, and this 
year could have been the one where he started to bust down the door 
and make his case for NHL time. Alas, we’re still waiting on any update 
we can get on his status. 

The book remains the same on Suzuki: swift skater, excellent playmaker, 
and a real heaviness element have been added to his game over the 
past couple of years, combining to make up a pretty versatile and unique 
prospect. He could fill any number of roles within the Hurricanes lineup 
once he’s healthy and ready to contribute and still has legitimate top-six 
upside down the road. Unfortunately, this year has been a wash so far 
and a mystery into what exactly the issue is, other than the fact that it’s 
been a somewhat severe problem for it to keep him out this long. 
Hopefully, Suzuki can get back into the lineup soon and salvage the back 
half of the year at least. 

1: C Jack Drury (Previously: 3) 

Prospect rankings usually come down to a projected ceiling against the 
likelihood of achieving it. If it was simply “what he could be,” then 
Tieksola, Gunler, and even Dominik Bokk might be atop this list. So, 
perhaps Jack Drury ends up playing lower down the lineup from Suzuki 
or Koivunen – both of those guys project to be top-six players, after all, 
and Drury could very well max out as a third liner. However, I’m 99.99% 
sure he could step in and fill that role successfully today, while those 
other guys still have developing to do and, therefore, lots of places things 
could go wrong, this actually makes for an easy call. 

Despite the relatively modest ceiling, the growth we’ve seen in his 
offensive game ever since he went to the SHL in 2019-20 makes me 
think Drury can be a very good, two-way matchup center on a contending 
team’s second line. Obviously, his eye-opening NHL debut back in 
December put him on the map, scoring a goal in each of his first two 
games (both ‘Canes wins) while COVID ravaged the team. However, 
perhaps just as impressive was his acumen in the faceoff dot, winning 
80% (12 of 15) in those first two NHL games, and responsible defensive 
play – he blocked a few shots quite impressively and was quickly trusted 
by Brind’Amour to kill penalties and play in all situations. That certainly 
speaks volumes. 

With a motor that never stops running, a style centered around taking 
care of his own end before letting the offense come, but an improving 
offensive game with exceptional hands around the net and a quality shot 
along with it, Drury has risen from second-round pick and projected 
bottom-six player to the top prospect in the Hurricanes organization. He’s 
proven he is NHL-ready, and, before long, odds are he forces his way 
onto the big club’s roster for good. 

Waves of Players Still to Come 

The Hurricanes have often ranked within the top five, or at least top 10 of 
most prospect pool rankings for a while now, and despite the graduation 
of top prospect after top prospect, new players continue to rise up and fill 
in. That’s the mark of an excellent drafting team, and the current pool 
looks like it’s going to continue supplementing this exciting roster for 
years to come. Drury may be next, but youngsters like Rees, Nikishin, 
Koivunen, and more won’t be far behind. 

And, again, these are just the top 10, or I suppose 13; there are plenty of 
others that have a real chance to be contributors to the NHL roster down 
the line. The Hurricanes have nailed the draft for years now, and in the 
later rounds they identify talent as well as any team in the league. 2021 
selection Joel Nystrom is a great example, as a top four defender who 
has looked very impressive in the SHL, as well as at the WJC on a 
loaded Sweden defense. Or Alexander Pashin, whose 5-foot-7 size is the 
only reason no team took a chance on his electric offensive game a 
whole lot earlier. They don’t give in and start drafting players who, at 
best, turn into fourth liners in the later rounds. They take flawed 
prospects other teams maybe were scared of for one or two 
shortcomings, but who, if they hit, could legitimately play in the top half of 
a roster. 

Alexandr Pashin of Team Russia (Russia Hockey/FHR.RU) 

With the Hurricanes looking like a top Stanley Cup contender today, 
much of the roster under the age of 25 and locked up long-term, and a 
still-loaded pipeline that will continue to grow with players like Andrei 
Svechnikov, Martin Necas, and Sebastian Aho, the team is in an enviable 
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position. The next half-decade, and probably longer considering the way 
this team will surely continue to draft, looks like it’s going to be a lot of fun 
in Raleigh. 
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Blue Jackets lack energy, fall flat in 4-2 loss to Blackhawks 

 

Bailey Johnson 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

When Gustav Nyquist finished on a shorthanded two-on-one rush to cut 
the Blackhawks' lead over the Blue Jackets to just one goal, the crowd at 
Nationwide Arena erupted with the most energy it had all night. 

The problem was Nyquist's goal came with just 1:21 left in the third 
period, and it wasn't enough to overcome the previous 58-plus minutes of 
lethargic hockey. The modicum of a spark it produced was quickly 
extinguished by Alex DeBrincat's empty-net goal, his second tally of the 
night, as the Blackhawks went on to win 4-2.  

"It’s disappointing we didn't have the jam," Jackets coach Brad Larsen 
said. "I’m not sure why we didn’t have the energy in our game tonight. ... 
Quite honestly, it wasn’t a great hockey game. You’re one shot away 
there. You get within one and you’re hoping you can find something, but 
just couldn't get it done. " 

The game lacked flow from the beginning, with seven stoppages in the 
first five minutes. It wasn't until midway through the opening period that 
any sense of pace and intensity developed, and that pace disappeared 
as quickly as it had appeared. Neither team had much success 
generating offense; Jackets goaltender Joonas Korpisalo didn't have to 
make a save until eight minutes had already elapsed. 

At the 12:51 mark of the first period, Nyquist worked his way from behind 
the Blackhawks' net and slipped a pass through the crease in front of 
Marc-André Fleury that landed right in front of Boone Jenner. All Jenner 
had to do was sweep the puck into the net, and the Jackets led 1-0 — a 
lead that would prove to be short-lived. 

Just 24 seconds later, DeBrincat found himself wide open at the bottom 
of the right circle and wasn't going to miss on the opportunity he saw. 
The Blackhawks' leading scorer potted his 22nd goal of the season to tie 
the game at one. 

"We’ve talked about it plenty of times, about the follow-up shift after a 
goal and not giving up one," Larsen said. "You never want to go out with 
the mindset of not giving up one. You just want to stay with it and attack 
the game. It happened again." 

In the second period, though the Jackets outshot Chicago 8-3 and led 
20-6 in shot attempts, it was the Blackhawks that found a way to light the 
lamp and emerge from the period with a 2-1 lead. Defenseman Calvin de 
Haan, who has scored one goal in each of the last four seasons, scored 
his first goal since Jan. 22, 2021 to put his team on top.  

At 6:36 of the third, defenseman Connor Murphy put the final nail in the 
Jackets' coffin. Left unmarked in the left circle, Murphy had a wide-open 
look on Korpisalo and finished a cross-slot pass from Jonathan Toews for 
what became the game-winning goal. 

"Third one is a tough one," Nyquist said. "That’s my guy rolling out on the 
flank there. That's my guy. That’s a breakdown on my part, and that 
probably ends up costing us the game. Those are things that can’t 
happen. Gotta be better there." 

Less than two weeks after allowing a season-high 90 shot attempts to the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the Jackets gave up just 33 attempts to Chicago, 
the lowest total of the season. 

But a few key defensive breakdowns led to the Blackhawks being able to 
capitalize on their limited attempts, while Columbus couldn't solve Fleury 
despite out-attempting Chicago 50-33.  

"Maybe we didn't give up as much as maybe we’ve had in the last little 
stretch here, but I thought we could’ve generated a little bit more too," 
Nyquist said. "I thought we could’ve been hungrier on their (defense) and 
created a couple more turnovers, funneling a little bit more pucks on net. 
That’s disappointing." 

It all came back to a lack of energy for the Jackets, who looked listless 
throughout the game. 

"I just don’t think we played hard enough," Jenner said. "The little battles 
weren’t enough. ... We need more to get wins in this league." 

Seth Jones added to COVID-19 protocol, unavailable for Blackhawks 

Zach Werenski speculated Monday that Seth Jones probably had 
Tuesday's game — his return to Columbus after being traded away in the 
offseason — circled on his calendar. But after entering COVID-19 
protocol Tuesday morning, Jones was unavailable for Chicago and will 
have to wait to face his former team.  

Blackhawks interim coach Derek King said after the game that he didn't 
find out Jones would be unavailable until the afternoon. 

"I think I had my ringer off on my phone, so I was just getting up and I just 
saw that after they did the extra test it wasn’t good," King said. "But my 
American league coaching kicked in. I knew how to adjust right away. We 
just got guys in that needed to play. Obviously we’re limited to what we 
have and they did a great job for us." 

Ohio native Connor Murphy scores game-winner for Chicago 

Murphy, who grew up in Dublin and played for the AAA Blue Jackets, 
scored the game-winning goal — his first at Nationwide Arena. 

He had family on hand for the game, something he said is all too rare.  

"Anytime you have your family come to a game, it’s special," Murphy 
said. "My family's always busy with my dad coaching in New York, so 
anytime the rest of my family is able to watch me play, it’s always special. 
It doesn’t happen as much as you’d always like it to.” 

-Defenseman Adam Boqvist skated in his 100th NHL game Tuesday — a 
milestone that came against the team that drafted him eighth overall in 
2018, before he was traded to Columbus as part of the Jones deal in the 
summer. 

-Nyquist tallied his third shorthanded goal of the season, tying him for the 
most in the NHL with Florida's Aleksander Barkov.  

-For the first time all season, Patrik Laine did not attempt a single shot. 
He had zero shots on goal in the opener on Oct. 14 but did have one 
shot blocked and two that missed the net. Tuesday, Laine had zero 
attempts.  
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Seth Jones enters COVID-19 protocol, will not play against Blue Jackets 

 

Bailey Johnson 

The Columbus Dispatch 
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Ahead of what would've been his first game back in Columbus on 
Tuesday after being traded in July, Chicago Blackhawks defenseman 
Seth Jones has tested positive for COVID-19 and entered the NHL's 
COVID-19 protocols. 

The Blackhawks announced Jones would be unavailable shortly before 
puck drop. Along with Jones, Chicago equipment manager Troy 
Parchman entered COVID-19 protocol, after defenseman Jake McCabe 
and athletic trainer Mike Gapski were added to the list before the 
Blackhawks' morning skate.  

Jones' return was heavily anticipated by Jackets fans and his former 
teammates in Columbus, many of whom still consider him a friend.  

"(Jones) played with a lot of us for a long time," Jackets defenseman 
Zach Werenski said Monday. "Had a big impact on this organization. I’m 
sure you have to ask him, but I assume in his mind he probably had this 
one circled, coming back to Columbus, for a while now. 

"In terms of our group, obviously it’s exciting to play against an old buddy 
and teammate, but for us it’s just trying to gain some traction right now 
and find wins. I don’t think it really makes a difference who we’re playing 
against. We’ve gotta try to find a way to win a game." 
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Who won the Seth Jones trade? What the early returns suggest 

 

Brian Hedger 

The Columbus Dispatch 

 

Jake Bean was on a boat.  

Cruising along on Kalamalka Lake in British Columbia, the 23-year old 
defenseman found out in late July he’d been traded to the Blue Jackets.  

“One of my best buddies broke it to me,” said Bean, who was acquired 
from the Carolina Hurricanes in July for a second-round pick the Blue 
Jackets picked up in a multi-faceted trade with the Chicago Blackhawks 
prior to the start of the 2021 NHL draft. “We were just hanging out on his 
boat, and he told me that I got traded. He found it on Twitter, and then 
shortly after that we docked the boat, and I made some calls to find out 
for real.”  

Hours later, after making three first-round picks, Blue Jackets general 
manager Jarmo Kekalainen described the day as “bittersweet … but 
exciting.” 

The bitter part was obvious. 

Seth Jones, who will make his first return to Nationwide Arena Tuesday 
with the Blackhawks, was a potential captain had he stayed. It stung 
learning that he had no interest in signing a contract extension.  

A trade was the best solution, and the return from it was the “exciting” 
part for the Jackets, who acquired Bean, Adam Boqvist and rookie center 
Cole Sillinger as part of it — along with an additional first-round pick from 
the Blackhawks in either 2022 or 2023.  

All three were first-round picks and all three are NHL players, including 
Sillinger, the league’s youngest player at age 18. It was quite a haul from 
one trade, in terms of potential, but the final measure likely won’t be 
known for a few years.  

“I don’t think you can evaluate this trade yet,” Blue Jackets coach Brad 
Larsen said Monday. “I think you wait probably two, three, four years 
down the road here. We got some good players, and there’s still another 
pick here to come. They got a real good player in Seth Jones. I’m going 
to pause on the trade evaluation. I’m going to wait here, like most people 
should, in two or three years.”  

Enough time has passed, however, to look at some early returns. Here’s 
a glance at the key figures of the deal, how their seasons are going and 
what it all means for the Blue Jackets’ roster recharge.  

Adam Boqvist, Jake Bean making progress with Blue Jackets  

Jones is a rock-solid defender who also contributes offensively, which is 
something neither Boqvist nor Bean provides with consistency yet. 
Boqvist is only 21 and will play just the 100th game of his NHL career 
Tuesday against Chicago. Bean is 23 and has logged only 76 games at 
the NHL level, including 44 as a rookie last season with the Hurricanes.  

The Blackhawks selected Boqvist eighth overall in 2018 primarily 
because of his high-end ability in the offensive zone, while Bean was 
taken 16th overall by Carolina in 2016 for largely the same reason.  

Neither is built like a prototypical “old school” NHL defenseman with size 
and strength, so learning how to win puck battles and defend in their own 
zone against bigger, stronger forwards is a challenge for both. They’re 
each getting plenty of opportunities to work on it, playing top-four 
minutes, and both have flashed the kind of offensive skills that could 
make them fixtures on the Columbus blue line for years to come.  

Cole Sillinger gaining valuable NHL experience with Blue Jackets  

Most draft analysts expected Sillinger to be taken between the 12th and 
16th picks, so it was no surprise when the Blue Jackets took him 12th 
overall with the pick Columbus received from flip-flopping first-round 
selections with the Blackhawks. The surprise came when Sillinger 
showed up to training camp and carved a spot for himself on the NHL 
roster.  

The league’s youngest player has looked like it at times, but Sillinger has 
also shown flashes of what he might become for a team that finished last 
season with a glaring lack of two-way centers. He’s already built like an 
NHL center, has good strength and is gaining invaluable experience that 
could pay great dividends in a year or two.  

Seth Jones thriving after rough start for Blackhawks  

It was a rough go for Jones at first, and the Blackhawks stumbled to a 
terrible start while mired in multiple controversies that included 
accusations by a former player of sexual assault by a former video 
coach. It led to the ouster of a number of front-office stalwarts, including 
GM Stan Bowman. 

The Blackhawks also fired coach Jeremy Colliton and continue to sputter 
near the bottom of the Central Division standings despite a brief 
resurgence under interim coach Derek King. Jones, however, has 
returned to pristine form on the Hawks' top defense pairing.  

He has three goals, 22 assists and 25 points, which ranks him third on 
the team in scoring behind only star forwards Patrick Kane and Alex 
DeBrincat. The Blue Jackets would’ve loved to get his signature on a 
long-term extension, but Jones’ talent is the reason the return package 
was so enticing.  

Blue Jackets hold potential lottery ticket with additional Blackhawks pick  

The cherry on top for the Blue Jackets is the additional first-round pick 
they got from the Blackhawks, who protected it for only this year’s draft if 
they land one of the top two picks.  

If that's the case, the pick will be pushed to 2023 and will belong to the 
Blue Jackets no matter what happens. Draft experts are downright giddy 
about the talent level that will be available with high picks in both drafts.  

Each of those drafts include tantalizing options, including top centers, 
and the Blue Jackets' future appears bright — including their other two 
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2021 first-rounders, Kent Johnson (fifth overall) and Corson Ceulemans 
(No. 25).  

“It’s an exciting time for us,” Kekalainen said after the Jones trades. “We 
had to deal with what we had to deal with, we made a trade and we move 
on and keep building.”  
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Panthers 5, Canucks 2: Quick-strike offence powers NHL's top team 

Here’s what we learned as the Canucks, who outshot the Panthers 44-
26, head to Tampa Bay for a Thursday test 

 

Ben Kuzma 

 

Short shifts. Roll four lines. Survive the first period. 

That was the predictable and prudent plan for the well-rested and not 
battle-tested Vancouver Canucks on Tuesday in Sunrise, Fla. 

After all, they hadn’t played since Jan. 1 in Seattle. A pair of game 
postponements followed and so did six players in COVID-19 protocol. 
Five practices had to serve as preparation to face the vaunted Florida 
Panthers to open a demanding five-game trek. 

As much as the Canucks said all the right things before puck drop, they 
knew they were in tough. 

The National Hockey League’s top team has an embarrassment of riches 
with its second-ranked offence. The Panthers proved it by scoring two 
first-period goals in 66 seconds and a pair in 26 seconds of the second 
period. It would be the catalyst for a 5-2 triumph and prevailing in 19 of 
22 games on home ice. 

“They’ve got great stick work in front of the net and get them on 
everything,” said Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau. “They were good 
goals. You can’t give them opportunities. Some teams need a lot to score 
and Florida is not one of them. They can score a bundle in a short period 
of time and that’s what they did today. 

“It’s not all bad when you lose, but there are things that we can take out 
that we didn’t do well. This is bringing us down to earth a little bit. We had 
to come out of this with something positive, we had to win the third period 
and stay positive with each other because adversity reveals character. 

“Sometimes, when teams gets down, they want to blame the ref or 
scream at each other. We want none of that.” 

Here’s what we learned as the Canucks, who outshot the Panthers 44-
26, head to Tampa Bay for a Thursday test: 

SOME LIFE, THEN SOME LAG 

The Canucks expected to play on adrenalin and then quickly lose it as 
fatigue set in. 

Having the ability to find their legs in the opening period was a credit to 
some tough practices and conditioning drills last week. It allowed a 
significant second-period series where they could have drawn even after 
surrendering 2-0 and 2-1 leads. 

First, it was Tyler Motte with a dash down the wing and being foiled on a 
backhand-to-forehand move. It was followed by Brock Boeser being 
robbed in tight off a cross-ice feed by J.T. Miller. 

“When we get the puck behind defencemen and forechecking, we’re very 
good and create things and make things happen,” stressed Boudreau. 
“The biggest problem we had (Tuesday) was making bad decisions in the 
neutral zone and not putting pucks on tape and mismanaging the puck. 

“Our D-zone coverage was sloppy a little bit and we didn’t move our feet 
enough in the first period to stop them.” 

It’s how the Panthers were able to respond again in quick fashion. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, who had five shots and eight attempts, finished off 
a crisp passing sequence with his screened power play shot appearing to 
go post and in. It would have been his 14th point (4-10) in his last six 
outings, but the goal was awarded to Sam Reinhart. Maxim Mamin then 
walked out of the corner 26 seconds later and flipped a backhand past 
the far shoulder of Demko, which led to Boudreau calling a timeout. 

“Those hurt,” said Canucks winger Jason Dickinson. “We were in it and 
started the second period really well and then gave one up on the PK. It 
was a great shot but he (Huberdeau) got into the slot for a great look. We 
can’t give that up. And when they score, you’ve got to come back with a 
great shift. 

“And then, sure enough, they came back with a better one and scored 
again. It’s a back-breaker.” 

As for the timeout, timing was everything to Boudreau. 

“It was early,” he said. “The one thing I didn’t want, and I’ve seen it in the 
past, is you get two scored against you and you sort of quit. I didn’t want 
that attitude seeping into the bench or the locker-room. It was something 
that after it (timeout), we were pretty positive and pulling for each other. 

“We’ve got a guy fighting (Tanner Pearson) in a three-goal deficit and 
trying to do his job with less than a minute to go. That’s the never quit 
that you want to see. You have that and you won’t have back-to-back 
goals scored on you in a hurry. You stop them right off the bat.” 

Hughes did follow by hitting the post and Miller was denied in the crease 
as his league-best, nine-game points streak came to an end. A dash by 
Aleksander Barkov would bury any comeback hopes. He got around and 
sped away from Oliver Ekman-Larsson — who could have been called 
for a penalty-shot hook while in pursuit — and then roofed a shot to put 
the game away. 

“It’s no secret what their game is,” added Dickinson. “They’re a high-
transition offence and capitalize when they get chances. You’ve got to 
minimize turnovers and breakdowns and try to stifle their offence by 
playing stingy defence. 

The Canucks were going quietly into the night in the third period when 
the struggling Elias Pettersson fanned on a shot before a bouncing puck 
went off Juho Lammikko’s stick and into the net. 

DIGGING AN EARLY HOLE 

The Panthers are now 13-1-1 when leading after the first period and the 
Canucks knew they couldn’t cough up an early goal or dig a two-goal 
hole. They did both and it had little to do with Demko. 

While Boudreau mixed up his lines to keep preferred tandems in place 
and hopefully provide better scoring balance, it backfired early. 

After Sam Bennett deked Demko and slid the puck wide of an open net, it 
was Aaron Ekblad teeing up a rolling puck at the blue-line. It found the 
short side because Ekman-Larsson screened Demko while trying to box 
out. 

And just 66 seconds later, a harmless-looking point shot by Radko 
Gudas was heading well wide when Reinhart reached out with his stick 
and redirected it home. 

The Canucks then made a game of it as Dickinson’s shot from a sharp 
angle slid under the pad of goalie Sergei Bobrovsky. It came after Gustav 
Forsling, a blueliner who was formerly Canucks property, rang one off the 
post. 

DEMKO GOES THE DISTANCE 

The Canucks’ starter was beaten on two screened goals and two 
deflections. 

He wasn’t as bad as the score suggested, but certainly not in his razor-
sharp form when named the NHL’s third star of December. And while the 
Canucks could have easily spared him when it was 5-1 and gone with 
backup Jaroslav Halak, it didn’t happen. 
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Demko wanted the net, he wanted to finish strong. 

“There was a (Halak) thought and I talked to (goalie coach) Ian Clark 
extensively,” said Boudreau. “The one thing I didn’t want to happen is 
they score six, seven or eight and Demko loses a little bit of his 
confidence. But he wanted to stay in and wanted to fight this out. He 
hadn’t played in 10 days and needed the minutes as well. 

“And I didn’t feel it would be fair to put Jaro in the third when he hadn’t 
played in a while.” 
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Canucks notebook: Bo Horvat’s hustle, skill, leadership lauded by coach 
Boudreau 

Club captain and leader continues to be a beast in the faceoff circle, a 
monster in shutdown matchups and an offensive contributor, qualities 
appreciated by his new head coach 

 

Ben Kuzma 

 

Control what you can control and don’t sweat the small stuff. 

That’s the athletes’ credo, and no one skates that fine line better than Bo 
Horvat. The Vancouver Canucks’ captain doesn’t dwell on negativity and 
isn’t consumed by his production, playing time or linemates. He shows 
up, shuts up and plays hard. 

However, it’s what Horvat and his peers can’t control that continues to be 
a mental challenge as the National Hockey League club opened a five-
game road trip Tuesday in Florida. And that’s the big stuff. 

There’s no COVID-19 playbook to avoid a worldwide pandemic that has 
forced more than 100 National Hockey League games to be postponed 
this season and could possibly affect the remainder of a litmus-test trip 
for the Canucks. 

On Tuesday, the Carolina Hurricanes had their game in Philadelphia 
postponed as the Flyers dealt with a number of positive tests. It came a 
day after the United States established another one-day record with 1.48 
million infections. What awaits the Canucks in Tampa Bay, Carolina, 
Washington and Nashville is the great unknown, causing great angst. 

Horvat is grateful that Brock Boeser, Jason Dickinson and Elias 
Pettersson are out of protocol, but knows that Alex Chiasson, Justin 
Dowling and Phil Di Giuseppe remain mired in what is often a confusing 
quarantine quagmire. 

“Not only do we have to worry about playing a strong game and worrying 
about yourself, you also have to worry about COVID,” Horvat said 
Tuesday. “It’s whether you’re going to test positive on a daily basis, and 
how many days you might have to quarantine. And the quarantine rules 
are so up in the air with what you can and can’t do. 

“You never know when you’re going to get out (of quarantine) and play 
again, or go home, or anything like that. It’s just that extra stress 
compared to years ago before the pandemic. You just played and did 
what you love, but it comes with the territory right now, which is 
frustrating.” 

The Canucks can draw upon a season of survival when a March 31, 
2021 COVID outbreak affected 22 players. They went 24 days between 
games and didn’t have time to prep before a remarkable 3-2 overtime 
decision over the Toronto Maple Leafs at Rogers Arena. Horvat scored 
his second goal of that matinee in the extra session. 

“The last time we had this big pause, we weren’t even skating or doing 
anything and we were all pretty sick,” recalled Horvat. “There were guys 
with minimal symptoms and a lot of guys who were asymptomatic and 
could get skating again right away. We have to use that (experience) to 
our advantage and get off to a good start on this trip. 

“We’re really excited. It’s been a long time (10 days) and a lot of teams 
we’re playing are at the top of the league, so we have our work cut out 
for us. But there’s no better way to challenge ourselves and see where 
we’re at. Every team on this road trip is going to be coming for us and 
we’ve got to be ready for that.” 

For Horvat, that means continuing to be a beast in the faceoff circle, a 
monster in shutdown matchups and contributing offensively. It’s 
something that new head coach Bruce Boudreau has come to 
appreciate. 

“He tries to do anything you ask,” said Boudreau. “He never complains, 
which is wonderful. I’ve had him with different lines and he’s very 
intelligent and defends well, but he’s also got great flair for offence when 
he has the opportunities.   

“I’m pretty sure I can put him in any situation and something good is 
going to come out of it. As a person, he’s been so respectful and easy to 
approach. I ask him different things and he gives me straight answers. 
And he’s really good with his teammates and brings my questions to 
them. His practice habits are great, which what a coach wants.   

“He’s a great captain.” 

Not your road worriers 

School is always in session for Boudreau, so he’s not overwhelmed by 
playing five teams on this trip that were ranked in the top 10 standings 
Tuesday: Panthers (1), Lightning (2), Hurricanes (3), Capitals (5) and 
Predators (6). 

What better way to let your club know there’s still work to do than playing 
the elite, even though the Canucks were on an 8-0-1 run heading into 
Tuesday’s tussle with the Panthers? 

“They’re pretty cognizant of how I want them to play for the most part,” 
said Boudreau. “There’s still a lot of fine tuning that you don’t get to do 
right off the bat — faceoff plays that we’re going over on video and 
haven’t got to on the ice yet — and those things take time. 

“I was lucky in the other cities (Minnesota, Anaheim, Washington) that I 
was there at least four years. Teams didn’t get it all the time and maybe 
by the second training camp it will be what I want. It’s not going to 
happen overnight, but they’ve certainly taken to the way we’re playing 
and accomplish. 

“We’re going to have to go hard and short (shifts) on this trip. And over 
nine games, we’re doing that better than any team I’ve ever coached.” 
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Canucks Game Night: Panthers provide litmus test to open tough five-
game trek 

How will the Vancouver Canucks stand up in this, the first of a 
challenging five-game road trip and not having played since New Year’s 
Day? 

 

Ben Kuzma 

 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

16-15-3, 7th in Pacific Division 

at FLORIDA PANTHERS 

23-7-5, 1st in Atlantic Division 

Tuesday, 4 p.m. (PT), FLA Live Arena. 

TV: Sportsnet, Radio: Sportsnet 650 

WHY WATCH 
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Jim Rutherford, the Canucks’ president of hockey operations and interim 
general manager, had this tough trek through Florida, Tampa Bay, 
Carolina, Washington and Nashville circled on his calendar as soon as 
he took command of the hockey operations department. Despite an 
impressive 8-0-1 run under new head coach Bruce Boudreau, there are 
roster needs to address. “We’ll have a better idea where we’re at after 
going through the gauntlet,” said Rutherford. The Canucks will ride the 
goaltending of stellar starter Thatcher Demko. He was named the NHL’s 
third star in the month of December for compiling a 7-1-0 record, 1.72 
goals-against average, .946 saves percentage and one shutout. He 
surrendered two or fewer goals in six of his eight starts and posted his 
second career shutout Dec. 6 with 31 saves. 

POINTS LEADERS 

CANUCKS 

1. J.T. Miller GP 34 G 11 A 25 PTS 36 (+3) 

2. Quinn Hughes GP 33 G 2 A 26 PTS 28 (+10) 

3. Conor Garland GP 34 G 10 A 13 PTS 23 (+8) 

PANTHERS 

1. Jonathan Huberdeau GP 35 G 13 A 33 PTS 46 (+12) 

2. Aaron Ekblad GP 34 G 9 A 20 PTS 29 (+21) 

3. Carter Verhaeghe GP 34 G 10 A 18 PTS 28 (+11) 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

CANUCKS: PP 20.6% (13th) PK 69.3% (32nd) 

PANTHERS : PP 18.6% (20th) PK 80.6% (16th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE PANTHERS 

• Huberdeau on big roll: The left-winger has a pair of five-point games 
this season and his latest was in a 9-3 rout of Tampa Bay on Dec. 30. 
Huberdeau has 13 points (3-10) in his last five games and is on pace to 
equal his career high for goals (30) and also establish a new points high 
(107). Huberdeau credits his vision to overcome average foot speed and 
thread no-look or spin-o-rama passes. 

• Deeper roster in view: The Panthers expect to have lineup additions 
Tuesday with Sam Bennett (suspension) and Sam Reinhart (COVID-19 
protocol) returning to help fuel the league’s second-rated offence that’s 
producing 3.89 goals per game. Mason Marchment remains in protocol. 
In three games minus the trio, Florida scored 14 regulation goals in going 
2-0-1 on its recent road trip. 

• History on their side: In their last pre-COVID meeting with the Canucks, 
the Panthers fired 49 shots at Demko in a 5-2 home-ice victory on Jan. 9, 
2020. Brock Boeser and Tyler Motte scored for the Canucks while Noel 
Acciari had two goals for the Panthers, who got a 30-save performance 
from Sergei Bobrovsky. Their other goals came from Evgenii Dadonov, 
Mike Hoffman and Mark Pysyk. 
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The Armies: Panthers put dagger in Canucks’ heart 

 

By Wyatt Arndt Jan 12, 2022  

 

Even when the Canucks were down 5-1 heading into the third period, 
part of you wondered if that Bruce Boudreau magic was going to find a 
way. 

He isn’t going to coach the team to victory every game, but damn was it 
fun to sit back and see the variety of bad situations the Canucks could 
squirm out of. 

Down multiple goals to one of the best teams in the NHL? Sure, bring it 
on! These plucky Canucks can find a way. “Bruce, there it is!” is the 
Patronus of our times, a green-and-blue-tie-wearing Bruce Boudreau 
blasting forth from a wand to stave off the dementors of the NHL. 

The team that Drance built does not mess around, and the Canucks got 
a front-row seat to that — to the tune of a 5-2 whooping — leaving the 
only thing up for debate being whether more action happened off the ice 
or on it. 

But if the “Dexter” reboot has taught us anything, it’s that sometimes a 
long time off for a lumberjack can be a very bad thing. 

Before you knew it, the local sheriff was inexplicably handing you some 
money and telling you to start a new life despite murdering someone in 
cold blood, and logic and good writing defense were thrown out the 
window. 

The only thing missing was Ghost Deb screaming obscenities back and 
forth with JT Miller to complete the arc. 

The road trip doesn’t get any easier, of course. The Canucks have plenty 
of tough challenges ahead, with Tampa, Carolina, Nashville, Washington 
and Florida again waiting in the wings. 

But if ever Jim Rutherford wanted a chance to get the pulse of his hockey 
club, this stretch should do it. 

The winning streak was fun, and this team has been delightful to watch. 
But the Canucks are down to their socks now, which means it’s business 
time. 

Best fireside chat 

"WE CAN'T USE THE 10 DAYS (OFF) AS A CRUTCH TO LEAN ON. 
THERE'S NO EXCUSES. THIS HAPPENED TO THIS TEAM LAST 
YEAR AND THEY CAME OUT AND BEAT TORONTO. IT DOESN'T 
MATTER, I DON'T THINK." – JASON DICKINSON ON THE #CANUCKS' 
RETURNING AFTER A LENGTHY LAY OFF. 

— THOMAS DRANCE (@THOMASDRANCE) JANUARY 12, 2022 

I described this game on Twitter as, well, an absolute s— kicking. And it 
got a lot of pushback, with one person calling it a f—— lazy take. A lot of 
foul, fecal words were tossed around in debating this game. 

So, I will use this moment to clarify because I have the microphone and 
you will listen to every word I have to say. 

Did the Canucks play well for their skill level? Yes. Their effort level was 
there. We have seen games with the Canucks completely checked out, 
and this wasn’t one of them. 

Could they have played better? Of course. 

Did the layoff affect them? Of course. 

But at the end of the day, and my colleague Thomas Drance will love 
this, the Florida Panthers are a much better hockey team. 

Sure, the Canucks outshot Florida 44-26, but if you watched that game, 
you’d have seen a highly skilled team crushing a lower-skilled team with 
ease. It had a lot of older-brother-versus-younger-brother energy to me. 

How many times did we see the 2011 Canucks or the West Coast 
Express Canucks casually swat opponents aside with a burst of scoring 
and just simply coast on to victory? 

That’s the level highly skilled, very good hockey clubs can attain — the 
“we’ll win on our time” levels, the type of hockey where they can walk into 
a barn and seemingly win without trying. 

That is the kind of hockey team the Canucks should be building toward. 
We all remember what it looks like! 

Again, the Canucks were not terrible. 

They were surely affected by a long time away from hockey. 

But when a team is just that skilled and can generate scoring chances at 
will, well, it is going to kick a lot of butts. 

So, describe that how you will. 
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Best tradition No. 1 

GREAT TO SEE 18 YEAR OLD SAM BENNETT 

— MIKE MARTIGNAGO (@MIKEMARTIGNAGO) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Because it was Florida and Sam Bennett was on the other team, we 
have two traditions to get out of the way. 

First up is making sure Lois Duncan’s most famous character, Sam 
Bennett, remains at the ripe young age of 18: 

You’ll see a lot of situations with Florida managing to get scoring chances 
despite being outnumbered by the Canucks. On this play, Tucker 
Poolman joins his friends to go play outside, and before you know it 
Bennett is there, asking if anyone wants him to go on a beer run. 

Again, I don’t mean to make this a Drance romance novel, but the 
Panthers’ skill was on display. Throughout the lineup, they have guys 
who simply know how to handle the puck really, really well. If you give 
them an inch, they’ll take a mile. 

Or, if you’re a video gamer, if you give them a green shell, they’ll take a 
blue shell. 

Or, if you’re a gardener, if you give them a carrot, they’ll take an 
Australian finger lime. 

There’s a reason Florida has scored 141 goals on the season and 
Vancouver is stuck near the basement with 88. 

Best tradition No. 2 

I SEE THE FLORIDA PANTHERS ARE ALLOWED TO PLAY TO FULL 
CAPACITY #CANUCKS 

— MATTOLA (@CANUCKSREPUBLIC) JANUARY 12, 2022 

$23. CANUCKS SHOOT TWICE. NOT BAD. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/SIOJY7TCMP 

— JAY ADAMS (@SFOJAY) JANUARY 12, 2022 

It’s Florida, so we need to get the fan base shots out of the way early so 
we can resume making that GIF money. 

Best start only Salad Fingers could love 

LOOKIN A LITTLE RUSTY. #CANUCKS 

— RYAN YAP (@KAOTIKZ3000) JANUARY 12, 2022 

SO THIS IS WHAT WE LOOK LIKE AGAINST A GOOD TEAM… 
#CANUCKS 

— JEFFREY ANTON (@HIHICLICKK) JANUARY 12, 2022 

The first two goals share the same thing in common, and that’s 
Vancouver collapsing and giving a lot of room to the point shot: 

Aaron Ekblad is pretty decent at hockey, so give him some time and 
space, then stack up five guys in front of Thatcher Demko and, baby, 
you’ve got a goal going! 

GOOD LUCK HAVE FUN DEMKO PIC.TWITTER.COM/8ZZJDB21XW 

— WYATT ARNDT (@THESTANCHION) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Again, it feels cruel for a team to take advantage of Demko’s one 
weakness — that he struggles to stop pucks he can’t see — but all is fair 
in love and war, I suppose. 

Best smashing the button 

THIS GAME IS PURE CHAOS, AND NOT IN A GOOD WAY. 
#CANUCKS 

— MILITANT HUGHES TRUTHER (@ALS_COOL_TWEETS) JANUARY 
12, 2022 

The Panthers’ second goal once again showcased the Canucks 
collapsing away from the point, which let Radko Gudas get a shot off that 
Sam Reinhart, wearing Vinny Prospal’s old No. 13, deftly deflects in: 

If you want a better angle of that tip and a magical arrow shooting out of 
Reinhart’s head for reasons I don’t wish to discuss, I have you covered: 

It’s hard to put a lot of blame on Demko for the first two goals, but 
because he’s set the bar so ridiculously high lately, you kind of do. 

Like, he could let in a goal on a five-on-zero and part of you would be 
like, “OK, well, he normally gets those … what’s going on?” — which is 
about the most unfair thing you can do, but you set the bar, Thatcher. 
This is on you. 

Set your standards lower so when you occasionally bounce past them, 
people love you for it. 

And again, I fear I must be clear here: Do not ask about the arrow in the 
comments section. There shall be no arrow talk in the VIP lounge. 

Best JT Miller death stare 

MILLER TAKING ON GUDAS JUST CEMENTS THE FACT HE'S 
CARRYING THE BIGGEST SET OF COJONES ON THE TEAM. WHAT 
A BOSS. #CANUCKS @THESTANCHION 

— CHRIS HEAVENOR (@HEAVY__C) JANUARY 12, 2022 

The best part of the game is when JT Miller leans into his Rip Wheeler 
persona and decides that no matter what happens on this play, he’s 
fighting Gudas: 

He doesn’t even blink at the goal horn or the spotlights; he is there for 
one reason, and one reason only, and that’s to engage in the art of 
fisticuffs. 

That’s the same stare Phil Connors gave Ned Ryerson in “Groundhog 
Day” when he decided to punch him out. 

Best getting your reps in 

DICKINSON WITH THE 200 IQ LEVEL PLAY. BOBROVSKI IS GREAT 
AT STOPPING SHOTS, BUT APPARENTLY SHIT AT STOPPING 
PASSES. #CANUCKS 

— THE KING OF BLIND BAY (@IMREALGOODE) JANUARY 12, 2022 

DEATH, TAXES AND CONOR GARLAND SPIN PASSES. #CANUCKS 

— REPORTEDLY NEW YORK TIMES COLUMNIST MEMARZADEH 
(@ARASHMEMARZADEH) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Once more, I must insist nobody ask about the arrow in this next clip. 

The good news for Canucks fans is Conor Garland was still spinning 
away, this time finding Jason Dickinson open for a shot from the faceoff 
circle: 

The Canucks did get some chances, and those 44 shots count for 
something. It just wasn’t a night that felt like it was going to go 
Vancouver’s way at any point. 

Best setting goals 

THAT MUST BE A HUGE WEIGHT OFF JASON DICKINSON'S 
SHOULDERS. BEEN GETTING PRIME TOP-NINE MINUTES AND TO 
HIS CREDIT, HE HAS BEEN CREATING CHANCES, BUT THE 
PRODUCTION HAS BEEN HARD TO GET 

— HARMAN DAYAL (@HARMANDAYAL2) JANUARY 12, 2022 

HE NEEDS THREE GOALS AND EIGHT POINTS OVER THE NEXT 18 
GAMES TO CATCH 19-20 LOUI. #THERACEISON 

— HARMAN DAYAL (@HARMANDAYAL2) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Best surging onward 

QUALITY CHANCE FROM BOESER AND MILLER. GOOD TO SEE 
THE EFFORT IS THERE. #CANUCKS 

— SAM MCCULLOUGH (@SAMANUELMC) JANUARY 12, 2022 

The Canucks took Tanner Pearson off the Miller and Brock Boeser line, 
which — and I never thought I’d say this — I didn’t think was a good 
move. 
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I don’t know why, but I like Pearson’s work rate being added to Miller and 
Boeser, so if you can’t have the Lotto Line, you might as well stick with 
Tanner. 

In his spot was Vasili Podkolzin, and even though the line still created 
offense like this … 

… it got crushed in the puck-possession game and was the worst forward 
group on the night in those regards. 

Even worse, the St. Petersburg Twitter account stayed up past its 
bedtime and got no meme-worthy moments. 

Just give the people what they want: Nils Höglander and Vasily Podkolzin 
on the same line. 

Best restoring balance 

WHAT ARE THESE CALLS TONIGHT #CANUCKS 

— ETHAN DALE (@THATCHERDEMKOO) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Tyler Motte got two minutes for this small tug of the jersey: 

Which led to Florida sniping home another one: 

OH NO 

— CLARISSA! (@QUINNSEDGEWORK) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Demko’s short-handed save percentage under Boudreau has been 
ridiculously overpowered, so it was only a matter of time before it came 
back down to earth a little bit. Add in Florida to the mix and, well, you 
know the drill: Goal, Stew baby. 

Best Kodak moment 

PLAYING A REAL TEAM + LONG BREAK = SHITKICKING 

— QING JAMES DYNASTY (@CROWNROYAL22) JANUARY 12, 2022 

THIS ROADY GONNA BE A RUDE WAKE UP CALL FROM THE BLISS 
THE LAST MONTHS BEEN. EAST IS SO FAR AHEAD OF THE WEST 

— JAY (@JHAMMER_87) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Sometimes when you’re scoring in highlight-reel fashion, you almost 
forget you’re in an arena full of fans: 

Anton Lundell makes a sublime pass to Maxim Mamin, who roofs a 
backhand so nice that it belongs on the cover of a late-’90s men’s 
magazine. 

You’ll notice Höglander behind the play and giving up on his check, 
which is something we are not used to seeing in Vancouver. It was 
probably the worst game I have seen from Höglander this season, but 
again, much like Demko, he sets the bar pretty high with his work rate, so 
this isn’t a “He has holes in his game, he’s being exposed!” It’s more of a 
“That’s surprising, but I’m sure he’ll bounce back” moment. 

Best keeping it real 

THE SAVE PERCENTAGE WON'T SHOW IT RIGHT NOW, BUT 
DEMKO IS MAKING A HUGE AMOUNT OF FIVE ALARM SAVES. 
#CANUCKS 

— LACHLAN IRVINE (@LACHINTHECREASE) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Demko got slaughtered on the night with an .808 save percentage, but 
he still made some pretty big saves, with one of his best ones here: 

I’m pretty sure Kevin Woodley calls that using the broken-chopstick 
technique, with an R2-D2 reverse post-fade. 

Best you say potato, I say potahto 

PAIN #CANUCKS 

— BELLA (@RUDE_CANUCK) JANUARY 12, 2022 

WELP. 

— DANIEL WAGNER (@PASSITTOBULIS) JANUARY 12, 2022 

With the Canucks on the power play and Oliver Ekman-Larsson giving a 
tribute to 2019 Alex Edler, the Florida Panthers’ Aleksander Barkov put 
the final nail in the coffin with this short-handed breakaway: 

I believe the technique Demko used on this play was an homage to 2003 
Patrick Lalime versus Jeff Friesen in Game 7. 

Hey, these games happen. The key for the Canucks is seeing how many 
times it happens in the next five games. 

Best padding the stats 

MOTTE SCORES! OR IS IT LAMMIKO! ANYWAYS ONE GOAL DOWN 
THREE TO GO!#CANUCKS 

— OPTIMISTIC CANUCK (@OPTIMISTCANUCK) JANUARY 12, 2022 

The Canucks got their final goal of the night with a solid greasy goal from 
Juho Lammikko: 

That marks the first time Lammikko has teamed up with Motte and Brad 
Hunt to score a goal, but certainly not the last time. 

Best just that damn good 

Florida leads the league in “That guy has how many points?!” but, yeah, 
Jonathan Huberdeau is pretty good at hockey too: 

Again, it’s this casual ability to generate goals and high-danger chances 
even in games in which they’ve parked the bus that showcases how 
good of a team they are. 

Huberdeau now sits fourth in league scoring. 

Best rock ’em, sock ’em 

BIG HIT FOR LUKE SCHENN! GET EM TIGER   #CANUCKS 

— BELLA (@RUDE_CANUCK) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Not since I heard Allan Bester’s name set to a techno remix have I 
wanted another name set to an EDM tune. 

Well, Luke Schenn, your time is now: 

Not big enough for you? You want more from The Human Eraser? OK, 
here he is casually telling a Florida Panther to sit down: 

Sadly, when you hand out hits as perfectly as Schenn does, you create 
jealousy in your fellow man. What else can explain why Jason Dickinson 
decided to submarine his teammate from behind? 

Notice how Schenn barrel-rolls into perfect form and stands right back 
up? 

Anyway, I know you’re here for the Allan Bester highlights, so let’s 
goooooo! 

Best dad strength 

WEEGAR GOT POUNDED, SEEMS TO BE GOING AROUND IN THAT 
BUILDING 

— RILEY KINCHELLA (@RILEYKINCHELLA) JANUARY 12, 2022 

MacKenzie Weegar repeatedly hitting Tanner Pearson until Pearson 
smirks and takes him to pound town was one of the few highlights of the 
night for me: 

Did Garland spin today? 

Yes. 

Best keep ’em coming 

MOTTE HAS HAD A TON OF THOSE AGAINST THE GRAIN 
CHANCES THE PAST 10 GAMES OR SO, BUT OF COURSE HIS ONE 
GOAL IN THAT SPAN CAME OFF OF A DOWN LOW CYCLE SHIFT. 

DAM IS GOING TO BREAK EVENTUALLY. #CANUCKS 

— THOMAS DRANCE (@THOMASDRANCE) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Motte is a fan favorite because he constantly creates scoring chances 
like this: 
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As Drance points out, it’s bound to turn into goals eventually. Remember 
the bubble playoffs when Motte scored two goals in Game 5 against St. 
Louis? 

We know he can do it. 

But in the meantime, yes, he will have the Jannik Hansen breakaway 
energy around him. 

Best Cam Robinson revenge tour 

TEAM LOW 9:55 FOR NILS HÖGLANDER TONIGHT, THE LOWEST 
MARK OF HIS SEASON. IT WAS A TOUGH ONE FOR HIM, NOT HIS 
BEST DEFENSIVE GAME, ON THE ICE FOR 3 GA #CANUCKS 

— HARMAN DAYAL (@HARMANDAYAL2) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Best shooting for the stars 

SHOOT THE FUCKING PUCK PETTERSON!!!!! #CANUCKS 

— SHANE BRAR (@SHANEABRAR) JANUARY 12, 2022 

Elias Pettersson continues to be in the spotlight for his lack of scoring 
ability. We are a far cry from the kid who swaggered onto the ice and 
scored bar-down goals like they were going out of style so he could wear 
them on Instagram. 

And to EP40’s credit, he is still setting up teammates for great scoring 
chances. He continues to do well with distributing the puck. 

But the one-on-one battles and the shot? They just haven’t come back to 
form yet. 

So we have plays like this, where he gets the puck, and ends up passing 
down low at a harsh angle to Bo Horvat for the shot: 

He bobbled the puck a bit and his shooting lane got a bit clogged, so 
maybe you give him that one. 

But when he has time and space in the slot, we see him missing the net 
more often than not, like this: 

And when he isn’t missing the net, it feels like nothing is going his way. 
Like here, where the puck just rolls away from his blade: 

As Ursula always told us in “The Little Mermaid,” never underestimate 
the importance of body language. It’s hard not to read into the looks to 
the skies we’re seeing from Pettersson after failed scoring attempts. That 
fire we saw in him that had him doling out reverse hits and dropping 
people trying to take the puck from him just seems gone. 

Hockey is a tough sport, and the NHL is the best of the best, so when 
you’re struggling, it can be a hard loop to get out of. 

But we know what he can do: 

Patience is key, but you’d be forgiven for being a bit frustrated at not 
knowing where the light at the end of the tunnel is for the current 
Pettersson scoring slump. 

Best chaos 

I SWEAR TO GOD MEYERS #CANUCKS 

— AARON (@WESTCOASTTUAREG) JANUARY 12, 2022 

This is clearly CG57 using Homer Simpson’s method of eating pie. Tyler 
Myers is just going to skate in a straight line, and if somebody hits him, 
that’s not his fault: 

And just for good measure, here’s Myers hitting someone so hard that his 
own helmet decides to start a new life in Florida, away from the tall angry 
man who puts him through so much: 

Best I’m not your buddy, guy 

BLAME CANADA. PIC.TWITTER.COM/X1UHXMZOAH 

— JAY ADAMS (@SFOJAY) JANUARY 11, 2022 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.12.2022 

1197189 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks stock watch — Bruce Boudreau edition: Who is rising, who is 
falling under Vancouver’s new head coach? 

 

By Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal Jan 11, 2022  

 

It’s a Vancouver Canucks game day. 

That shouldn’t be a remarkable sentence to type, read or process — but 
these days, it is. It’s just the third Canucks game day in 25 days, after all. 

Although the momentum the club has created under new head coach 
Bruce Boudreau — who was hired on Dec. 5, 2021, and remains 
unbeaten in regulation nearly six weeks into his tenure — has gone 
through multiple stops and starts as the NHL grapples with a resurgence 
of COVID-19 this winter, there’s no denying the results. All the Boudreau 
Canucks have done so far is win. 

As the club prepares to open a meat grinder road trip through the 
Southeastern United States on Tuesday night against the Florida 
Panthers, The Athletic’s Vancouver bureau figured it was a good time to 
take stock of how the club has performed over Boudreau’s first nine 
games. And in particular, which players have seen their usage and 
effectiveness spike since the club changed bench bosses back in early 
December. 

It’s time for Stock WATCH: Bruce Boudreau edition. 

Rising 

Tyler Myers 

Tyler Myers probably didn’t land the best first impression when Bruce 
Boudreau’s Minnesota Wild took on Myers’ Winnipeg Jets in the 2018 
NHL playoffs. Winnipeg ended up winning the series and, in all fairness, 
Myers didn’t play particularly poorly, but his usage was sheltered and 
limited as the Jets’ No.6 defenceman by average ice-time, and internally 
as a club, the Wild felt they could target him because he was mistake-
prone in their eyes. 

Based on that impression, we suspect that Boudreau might have been 
unsure about whether Myers would be up for the challenge of logging big 
minutes as the team’s No.1 right-handed defenceman. 

In reality, it’s taken just nine games for Myers to shatter any doubts 
Vancouver’s head coach might have had. The 31-year-old has been 
dynamic and creative offensively. He’s moved the puck with authority, 
been aggressive in jumping up in the play and the key is that he’s 
brought this free-flowing offensive style without compromising the 
integrity of his defensive positioning or decision-making. 

Quinn Hughes and Myers have each been instrumental in driving the 
Canucks’ improved rush offence with quick regroups. Here’s one 
example where Myers’ decisive activation helped create a rush goal. 

To put it simply, we’re seeing the best, most aggressive version of Myers 
offensively without any of the risk or mistakes defensively. 

That impact has definitely shown up in the numbers as the veteran 
defender leads Canucks’ blueliners with an impressive 54 percent five-
on-five expected goal share since Boudreau took over. This means 
Myers is helping drive possession and control quality chances from the 
inside. It’s no wonder then that he’s been one of Boudreau’s most 
leaned-on defencemen, ranking second behind Hughes in averaging just 
shy of 25 minutes per game and actually leading the Canucks in minutes 
when you only look at five-on-five play. 

All of this explains why Boudreau has consistently highlighted Myers as 
one of the players who have surprised or impressed him the most since 
arriving in Vancouver. 

Myers has definitely hit another level under Boudreau recently, but it’s 
worth pointing out that he’s been solid even before that. Going back to 
November, we noted how much better his defensive game looked 
compared to last season, when he was erratic and inconsistent in his 
own end. The rangy, high-event blueliner has been adaptable — he was 
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sturdy and reliable in the more conservative style the club played under 
Travis Green in the early going but now he’s also been able to spread his 
wings in Boudreau’s faster-paced style without positional mistakes from 
things like ill-timed pinches creeping into his game. 

He and Oliver Ekman-Larsson have been able to complement each other 
well. Ekman-Larsson used to be an offensive dynamo who could rack up 
huge point totals but he’s been able to put together one of his best 
defensive seasons ever in a more reserved role while allowing his 
partner to take the offensive reins. Myers, on the other hand, has been 
able to roam free offensively knowing that Ekman-Larsson has his back 
defensively. 

Tanner Pearson (Bob Frid / USA TODAY) 

Tanner Pearson 

Since the first day he arrived in Vancouver, Tanner Pearson has been 
nearly inseparable from Bo Horvat’s wing. It didn’t matter how many 
times Travis Green would hit the blender on the lines — which he did 
often to try and spark his group — Pearson and Horvat were almost 
always kept intact as a duo. Part of the logic must have presumably been 
centred around chemistry and how Horvat and Pearson are bigger 
bodies who both excel in creating offence down low on the cycle. 

Boudreau displaced Pearson and still managed to put him on a line with 
J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser that embraces the same grinding, down-low 
offensive style. This trio was enormously disruptive and caused 
opponents fits, controlling north of 57 percent of shot attempts and 
outscoring opponents 4-2. Pearson did excellent work as the digger on 
that line, forcing turnovers and winning battles with regularity. In fact, all 
three of Boeser’s five-on-five goals originated from Pearson’s quality 
work on the forecheck. 

Pearson’s had to shift around the lineup since Boeser’s COVID-19 
absence but his production has been strong throughout. The 29-year-old 
has notched seven points in nine games under Boudreau and fired the 
most shots on goal of every Canuck other than Horvat during that 
timeframe. 

We’ve seen the best of Pearson’s two-way impact and his offensive 
game. The two factors are definitely linked but this is probably the best 
stretch we’ve seen from him overall since before 2021. 

It’s not just performance but the usage that’s also spiked. Pearson’s 
averaged 17:21 through these nine games, the fourth most of any 
Canucks forwards and almost a minute and a half more than what he 
played under Green. There’s also the fact that the separation from Horvat 
ironically boosted Pearson’s linemate quality — he got lots of reps with 
Miller, the club’s best forward this season, and in the Canucks’ most 
recent game he was skating with the team’s second most dangerous 
forward this season in Conor Garland. 

Who would have thought Pearson would find a coach who leans on him 
even more heavily than Green did? 

Jason Dickinson 

No Canucks forward has seen their five-on-five ice time spike under 
Vancouver’s new coaching staff the way Jason Dickinson’s has since 
Dec. 4. 

The club opened the season with high hopes for Dickinson and 
shoehorned him into a third-line centre slot befitting a signature 
offseason acquisition. It only lasted for about a week. 

By the middle of October on, Dickinson was mostly used as a fourth-line 
player, logging fewer than 11 minutes at even-strength per game — or 
the 10th most five-on-five minutes per game among regular Canucks 
forwards. 

Then the Canucks hired Boudreau and Dickinson’s former junior coach 
Scott Walker as an assistant, and Dickinson’s usage spiked. His most 
common linemates became Bo Horvat and J.T. Miller rather than Juho 
Lammikko. He moved to the wing full-time. And he began to play bona 
fide top-nine minutes on an every-game basis. 

As you can see from this annotated ice-time graph — calibrated to 
represent a five-game rolling average, courtesy of moneypuck.com — 
the shift in Dickinson’s ice time has been significant — from 10:47 per 

game under Green, to 14:35 per game under Boudreau — even if his 
production hasn’t spiked with the increased opportunity (Dickinson has 
one goal in eight games under Boudreau, and it was an empty netter, 
although he’s been extremely unlucky offensively): 

Even better than the enhanced ice-time? Since Boudreau and Walker 
were installed behind the Canucks bench, Dickinson hasn’t been on the 
ice for a single 4-on-5 goal against (in about nine minutes of shorthanded 
ice-time). That’s a significant improvement from the first 25 games, in 
which Dickinson was on the ice for 11 4-on-5 goals against in just about 
38 minutes of 4-on-5 play. 

Luke Schenn 

Luke Schenn played in 11 of the Canucks’ first 25 games under Green 
and averaged just over 15 minutes per game when he did suit up. In 
other words, he was deployed like a typical No.6/7 defenceman. That 
trend was starting to reverse toward the end of Green’s time in 
Vancouver — the veteran righty was playing every game, averaging 
nearly 17 minutes a contest and getting reps with Quinn Hughes in 
Green’s final five games — but anytime a new head coach comes in, 
things can change and so there were no guarantees he’d continue his 
positive momentum. 

Schenn has fortified his coveted spot next to Hughes since Boudreau’s 
taken over. He’s been able to stake a decisive claim as a top-four 
mainstay over Tucker Poolman and the spread between their respective 
minutes from the first 25 games to now is significant. 

Schenn leapfrogging Poolman 

UNDER BOUDREAU UNDER GREEN   

Luke Schenn 

19:16 

15:08 

Tucker Poolman 

16:37 

17:49 

Schenn’s fully earned the extra assignments. He’s definitely not an ideal 
top-four defenceman, and there are moments where you see the cracks 
emerge, but he’s largely played simple, effective hockey with his 
trademark strong in-zone defence and competent first pass. The most 
important thing is he hasn’t held Hughes back, which Poolman seemed 
to do at times with a large number of miscues with the puck. Schenn’s 
rise also appears to ironically have helped Poolman as well — the latter 
looks far more comfortable and less mistake-prone in the bottom-pairing 
role he’s been assigned. 

Falling 

Elias Pettersson 

Boudreau has a long history of getting the best out of his most skilled 
players. His first nine games with the Canucks haven’t flipped the script, 
however, for struggling Canucks star centre Elias Pettersson. At least not 
yet. 

Pettersson has begun to log regular penalty killing ice time under 
Boudreau, but otherwise his ice time isn’t significantly altered. Nor is his 
production, as he has just five points in nine games under Boudreau, 
which is consistent with his .5 points per game pace throughout an 
enigmatic 2021-22 campaign. 

Beyond the production, Pettersson’s underlying profile has similarly not 
rebounded in Boudreau’s first nine games. In fact, it’s arguably gotten 
worse. 

Pettersson has only 14 shots on goal in nine Boudreau games, which is 
partly a reflection of the fact that he’s been moved off of the flanks on the 
Canucks power play.With Pettersson on the ice at five-on-five under 
Boudreau, the Canucks have outscored their opposition, largely because 
of a very friendly on-ice save percentage, but the Canucks have been 
out-attempted by 37 shots and outshot by nearly 10. 
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As Pettersson continues to scuffle, there’s something subtle but pretty 
interesting going on with his deployment under Boudreau. His ice time is 
more or less unchanged. He hasn’t been featured as significantly on the 
power play, but that’s more the continuation of a trend that began in mid-
November and has continued under Boudreau, rather than being 
something that’s unique to the new head coach. 

Where his deployment has been more significantly altered is in the 
quality of the teammates that Pettersson is skating with. 

Over at hockeyviz.com, a hockey statistics site run by Micah Blake 
McCurdy, subscribers can access player usage charts — which we’ve 
referred to in the past in breaking down player deployment. 

These usage visualizations are rather detailed, so let’s begin with a 
primer. The top portion of the graph represents forwards and the bottom 
part represents defencemen. So in this case the left side of the graph 
represents Pettersson’s ice time and most common Canucks linemates, 
while the right side of the graph represents the quality of competition that 
he’s facing. 

The bars are broken down 1-12 for forwards and 1-6 for defencemen, 
representing the players on both teams, sorted by five-on-five ice time 
logged with the player in question. There’s also a red line that runs 
across both bar graphs, which indicates league average deployment. 

Here’s what Pettersson’s deployment looked like under Travis Green, in 
the Canucks’ first 25 games this season: 

(Graph provided by Micah Blake McCurdy) 

You can see that Pettersson faced top-line competition at a rate below 
the NHL average under Green, despite playing almost exclusively with 
top of the lineup calibre teammates — principally Miller and Brock 
Boeser. He was deployed in massaged, favourable fashion, with a 
healthy spike in shared ice-time riding shotgun with Vancouver’s most 
frequently used defender at 5-on-5 (Quinn Hughes, in this case). 

Now let’s look at Pettersson’s usage under Boudreau: 

It’s evident — and rather dramatic, although the disparate size of the two 
samples should be noted as a crucial qualifier — that Pettersson’s 
linemate quality has dropped off significantly under Boudreau, as his 
former Lotto Line running mates have played together while Pettersson 
has played somewhat further down the lineup. He’s also played fewer 
minutes proportionally speaking with Hughes at five-on-five. 

Basically, where Green seemed to specifically carve out a role for 
Pettersson as a second-line centre who plays a lot with top-line calibre 
linemates and Hughes and doesn’t face top-line competition at even a 
league-average rate, Boudreau has given Pettersson something 
altogether simpler — classic middle-six deployment. 

It’s something to track, particularly because of how different it is from 
what came before. Getting Pettersson going, after all, is absolutely 
essential for the Canucks — not just for this season, but in the big 
picture. 

Tyler Motte 

Tyler Motte has usually played on the fourth line, but he’s pretty regularly 
been given “third-line ice time” for the Canucks over the past few 
seasons. 

So far under Boudreau, however, Motte has been a fourth-line winger, 
usage-wise. And his share of ice time — calibrated to a five-game rolling 
average, and courtesy of moneypuck.com with our own annotation added 
— has dropped following Vancouver’s coaching change. Motte is 
effectively the reverse Dickinson: 

While Motte has a goal in the Boudreau era, his against-the-grain scoring 
game hasn’t really shown up yet under Vancouver’s new bench boss. 
He’s had some significant breakaways and rush chances, but hasn’t 
been able to capitalize just yet. 

Perhaps if the dam bursts, he’ll gain more trust and see his ice time spike 
again. That the Canucks have spent this much time leading, however, 
over the past nine games and haven’t leaned significantly on Motte to 
help them close out wins is telling. 
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By agreeing to prorated $1 million contract, Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask 
showed it’s not always about the money 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated January 11, 2022, 2:40 p.m. 

 

Putting his heart where his mouth is, Tuukka Rask on Tuesday 
eschewed the chance to pursue big money that he assuredly could have 
pocketed elsewhere and re-signed with the Bruins, agreeing to a $1 
million contract that will pay him only a prorated $545,000 over the next 
few months. 

The deal positioned Rask to suit up Wednesday night with the Canadiens 
in town, but general manager Don Sweeney confirmed late in the 
afternoon that Linus Ullmark will start against the Habs. 

Rookie Jeremy Swayman, the odd man out in the 24-square-foot 
netminding equation, will be headed to AHL Providence while Rask and 
Ullmark mind the NHL store. 

How Rask and Ullmark share the workload over the upcoming seven-
game homestand, or for the remainder of the season, is unsure. Rask 
could start Thursday against Philadelphia, but COVID-19 concerns on 
the Flyers’ side could make that another postponement. Next up: the 
Predators here for a Saturday matinee. Et tu, Tuukka? 

Either way, it’s almost Tuukka time again, exact date and time TBD. He’ll 
address the media Wednesday morning, prior to his first formal workout 
in Brighton. 

What we do know is that Rask, 34, lived up to his recent word that it was 
team loyalty and a simple desire to play again, rather than money, 
money, and more money, that guided his decision to pick up his career 
where he left off — as the winningest goalie in franchise history. 

During his Zoom session last Thursday, Rask said it was “never really in 
my head” to look anywhere other than Boston. 

“It’s a business, like everyone knows,” noted Rask, who became a 
regular in net here in the 2009-10 season and evolved as one of the 
game’s dominant No. 1 goaltenders of his era. “But for us players, when 
it’s a team like the Bruins, a bunch of us growing up together … you don’t 
want to leave guys on bad terms.” 

He is back, looking lean and fit (some things are a given), and playing 
without pain, his torn hip labrum surgically repaired over the summer. He 
is now four-plus months into daily training. Had he not intended to play 
again, Rask said, he wouldn’t have undergone surgery and he certainly 
wouldn’t have invested the sweat equity of training and on-ice workouts 
recent weeks. 

“So, I wanted to come back and be helpful,” he added, “and maybe finish 
it up with a bunch of guys I played with my whole career.” 

To do that, Rask will be playing basically for entry-level dough, in some 
cases banking less than 10 percent of that being earned by players on a 
roster that this season includes six teammates with a cap hit of $5 million 
or more. Rask last season earned $7 million, his final payout of an eight-
year, $56 million pact, the richest for a goalie in team history. 

By today’s standards, with money-grabbing central to every facet of the 
sports industry, with no nickel left in any seat cushion anywhere, it’s all 
but impossible to believe what Rask has done. 

Keep in mind, he’s not reentering the picture as a guy expected to supply 
capable backup duty. Heck, even those guys in today’s NHL routinely 
sign for $2 million or $3 million a year, the rate typically scaled around 
how much the No. 1 guy is banking. Instead, Rask comes aboard as a 
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bona fide No. 1, likely at least to divvy up the chores 50-50 with Ullmark, 
his fellow Scandinavian. 

It’s entirely possible, in fact, that Rask renders Ullmark, he of 133 career 
games and zero playoff experience, his $5-million-a-year 
backup/understudy. That’s where we are, back to the future, with Rask 
banking less than when his rookie contract guaranteed a base of 
$850,000. 

Rask came back for the play and not for the pay. He took one for the 
team — and barely anything for himself. 

From this day forward, he is Cash Back Rask, the $7 million man who 
came back for a Stanley Cup run and maybe a few Bud Lights. 

Astonishing. 

No longer can we laugh when an athlete muses he’d pay to play the 
game he loves. Rask has all but done that. 

Even his detractors in the fan base, of whom there are many, will have to 
acknowledge at least the intent of his good deed. 

Rask is clearly coming back because: A. He believes this is still a bunch 
of guys who can win the Cup and B. He thinks he betters the odds of that 
happening. 

What’s not to like about that? Zero. Make that a Frank Brimsek, Mr. Zero. 

But Rask detractors wouldn’t be won over if he had paid Sweeney 
$545,000 to return and also bought three luxury boxes to give away free 
each night, Celtics games, Lady Gaga concerts, and tractor pulls 
included, 

The haters would be the ones still booing him, even if he were riding in 
Black and Gold Float No. 1 in a duck boat parade down Tremont Street 
this summer. 

Yep. Death. Taxes. And beat on Tuukka, the guy with the league’s best 
save percentage (.921) and goals-against average (2.26), 2009-21, for 
goaltenders to log 500 games or more across those years. 

Can we stop all that now? Please? 

“He’s ready to go, from a health standpoint, and committed to our team,” 
said Sweeney, crediting Rask and agent Markus Lehto for getting the 
deal done. “Credit goes to them, and obviously the organization for 
providing the opportunity for him to continue his career.” 

Astonished, as noted above, I asked Sweeney what he felt would 
motivate Rask in today’s age to accept the small payday. 

“I think in some ways, sometimes Tuukka’s too honest, ya know?” he 
said. “He’s just a guy who wants to come back and play hockey. He 
committed to the rehab part of it, and the process, which is not an easy 
thing. He could have just faded off. He’s had a hell of a career … leads in 
wins. He has a lot of things on his résumé. But he wanted to play.” 

Jan. 11, 2022 , the day I never thought I’d see — the day in Boston 
sports we learned it isn’t really always about the money. 

 

Boston Globe LOADED: 01.12.2022 

1197020 Boston Bruins 

 

Taylor Hall’s game was brought up to speed when Bruins flipped the 
lines 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated January 11, 2022, 2:14 p.m. 

 

Struggling to score throughout October, November, and December, the 
Bruins now have knocked home five goals or more in four of their last five 
games. 

While Taylor Hall has but two goals recently, the left winger’s overall 
game and production (2-6—8 since the holiday break) have been his 
best this season, and arguably his most effective since arriving on 
Causeway Street less than a year ago in trade from Buffalo. 

Hall, 30, finally looks like the persistent threat, and presence, that landed 
the former NHL MVP a $24 million guarantee last summer to remain 
here. 

“For me, personally, the 10-day break came at a good time,” Hall noted 
Monday night, after he chipped in a pair of assists in a 7-3 trouncing of 
the Capitals in Washington. “My game was OK, but it allowed me to take 
a breath and maybe just relax a little bit more — maybe not put so much 
pressure on myself.” 

It was during the break — extended a week because of the club’s COVID 
issues — that coach Bruce Cassidy was led to change the brew of his 
first two lines, flipping right wingers David Pastrnak and Craig Smith. 
With the craftier, speedier Pastrnak on his opposite side, and Erik Haula 
in the middle, Hall and the newly structured Zip Line have combined for 
9-10—19 in six games. 

Meanwhile, Smith and his new linemates, Brad Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron, clicked at 8-8—16 over the same six. Cassidy essentially 
rebalanced his offensive stock with the right wing flip-flop, sparking a 28-
15 goal-scoring advantage, and 5-1-0 record, in the new year. 

The entire offense, which will take on the woebegone Canadiens 
Wednesday night at the Garden, looks relaxed, confident, and is 
operating with, dare we say, some swagger. 

“Trying to enjoy it a little bit more,” said Hall. “Throughout the first part of 
the year, I felt like I was a little tight in games and wasn’t able to show my 
true ability playing that way. So I’ve tried to just relax a little bit, play with 
my linemates better, and it’s worked out.” 

The key three elements of the Zip Line’s success? Speed. Speed. And … 
is the pattern clear? 

Both Hall and Pastrnak create best with legs moving and sticks creating, 
breaking into the zone off the rush as Ferraris rather than trying to 
establish a four-wheel-drive half-court game. Haula looked like a lost soul 
before this recent pairing. He has proven to have the legs and stick skill 
to be the abracadabra maker in the middle, chipping in with 2-3—5 after 
going a moribund 1-4—5 in his previous 25 games. 

“I think we play quick,” noted Hall. “If you look at our chances through the 
neutral zone, it’s a guy that moves it, goes to space, gets open, a lot of 
one-touch passes. Just a lot of opening up the ice. 

“I’m not the best cycle player. But if we can get moving and little give-
and-goes all over the ice — and I think Haula’s done a really good job 
with that, I think he’s a guy who’s proven he can play with really good 
players. He did that in Vegas and Carolina. I think he’s been really good 
for us. He brings a lot of speed through the middle and a lot of pace.” 

Quarterback keeper? 

One developing plot line to follow out of Monday’s convincing win will be 
whether Cassidy keeps Matt Grzelcyk installed as the quarterback on the 
No. 1 power-play unit. 

It was a magical night for Grzelcyk, who factored in a career-high five of 
the seven goals with his gaudy 1-4—5 production. It was the biggest 
output by a Boston defenseman since Ray Bourque smacked a high-five 
across the Capitals 28 years earlier. 

Cassidy started the night with Charlie McAvoy working the top of the No. 
1 PP, then quickly amended it with Grzelcyk, along with making fellow 
Terrier Charlie Coyle the net-front guy. 
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McAvoy was just back in the lineup after a lower-body injury led to a two-
game layoff. 

“We’ve told all those guys — even Torey [Krug] back in the day — you’ve 
got to get the puck in the forwards’ hands, and when it’s your turn to 
shoot, then shoot. But in general, be a facilitator, keep it moving, settle 
everyone down, be good on the entries. And Gryz has always done that 
well.” 

The smaller, more compact Grzelcyk exceeds McAvoy’s skill at “walking 
the line,” the ability to skate and wheel with the puck along the blue line. 
McAvoy is a bigger, more robust skating force in most areas of the ice, 
but the 5-foot-9-inch Grzelcyk brings more of Krug’s mobility and guile to 
that spot. 

He also has a surprisingly good shot, which, like McAvoy, he too often 
keeps in reserve. 

“His shot … well, he hit the net, right?” said Cassidy, referring to 
Grzelcyk’s goal early in the second that delivered a 3-2 lead. “He’s been 
off net with some of his chances, so good for him.” 

Overall, Cassidy feels his bunch has been better of late at landing shots 
on net. Of their 56 attempts in Washington, 31 hit the target, seven of 
them clearing the goal line. 

“As a result, we’re forcing goalies to be perfect,” said Cassidy, “or to 
make some high-end saves. And it’s been a few games now that they 
haven’t been able to do it.” 

General manager Don Sweeney held out some hope that Nick Foligno 
might not have suffered a long-term injury Saturday night in Tampa. The 
veteran winger had an MRI on his leg Tuesday, confirmed Sweeney, who 
had yet to hear the results. “He was walking around and doing a little 
stuff this morning, as well,” noted Sweeney, referring to seeing Foligno at 
the Brighton practice facility. “So hopefully we’re on the shorter side of 
the injury.” … The Bruins also lost center/wing Trent Frederic after only 
10 shifts and 6:57 TOI in Washington, with an upper-body injury … Jake 
DeBrusk and Tomas Nosek, each in COVID protocol of late, both should 
be ready to return this week, which would help fill the void if Foligno and 
Frederic are lost for a while … Anton Blidh is finding some offensive 
mojo. He picked an assist in Tampa and added two more apples in D.C. 
“A little more confidence, attacking,” said Cassidy. “He has scored a little 
bit in Providence over the years. He’s not going to be a high-end scorer, 
never has, so that’s not the expectation. But he can contribute.” 
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Bruins Notebook: Tuukka Rask re-signs on team-friendly deal 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

PUBLISHED: January 11, 2022 at 2:28 p.m. | UPDATED: January 11, 
2022 at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Tuukka Rask said he’d play for beer money and, on Tuesday, he backed 
up his words. 

After a lengthy and apparently successful rehabilitation from offseason 
hip surgery, and an assignment to Providence that was scuttled by 
COVID issues, Rask officially inked his NHL deal with the Bruins, 
something that has seemed like an inevitability for months now. 

In a radio interview last August, Rask joked that he’d play for Bud Lights. 
He might be able to afford some fancy imported brew with his new 
contract, but he certainly did the Bruins a solid with his deal. Rask signed 

a one-year deal worth $1 million, which will pay him $545,000 because of 
signing midway through the season. 

Rask will back up Linus Ullmark in Wednesday’s game against the 
Montreal Canadiens and then both coach Bruce Cassidy and goalie 
coach Bob Essensa will figure out when he’ll get his first start. The B’s 
are scheduled to play Philadelphia on Thursday. Rookie Jeremy 
Swayman, meanwhile, will be shipped to Providence. 

While Rask was true to his word on he team-friendly deal, such a 
contract was the only way he could have gotten back in the Bruin fold 
without some major rearranging. GM Don Sweeney, who is making near-
daily transactions between Boston and Providence to keep his team cap-
compliant, said he was within $60,000 of the cap for a recent game. 

Sweeney was quite appreciative. 

“Credit goes to Tuukka and (agent) Markus Lehto to committing to the 
outline of what we felt had to have happen, salary-wise with the contract,” 
said Sweeney. “And Tuukka was committed to that, just wanting to be a 
part of a group that he’s spent his entire career with.” 

Asked what Rask’s motivation would be to take such a peanuts-type of 
deal – you’d think a team like the Edmonton Oilers would do whatever it 
takes to get a goalie like Rask into the mix, hip surgery or not – Sweeney 
essentially said that what you see is what you get with Rask. 

“In some ways, Tuukka’s sometimes too honest. He’s just a guy that 
wants to go back and play hockey,” said Sweeney. “He committed to the 
rehab part of it, which is not an easy thing. He could have just faded off. 
He’s had a hell of a career. He’s got a lot of things on his resume. But he 
wanted to play. He wanted to see how he would feel having had the 
surgery and his health being better. The credit goes to Tuukka and his 
family and Markus for committing to this. And to his teammates, because 
I think that they appreciate as he does with them being part of a special 
group of players.” 

The flip side of this is the immediate fate of Swayman. He has proven 
that he can play in the NHL. In 16 games this year, he’s got a .918 save 
percentage, a 2.26 GAA and an 8-6-2 record. But he does not require 
waivers to go to Providence, so he’s the odd-man out, at least for now. 

Sweeney said he took the news with the right amount of professionalism 
and competitiveness. 

“Disappointed, not overly surprised, based on how it was trending,” said 
Sweeney. “But Jeremy took it in stride. He’s a professional. He’s 
extremely motivated to be a top-flight goaltender, which we believe in. He 
knows that. The commitment will remain to him as it was this summer, in 
trading a good young goaltender in Daniel Vladar and allowing Jeremy to 
play opening night for that matter. He knows he’s a big part of our current 
team as well as moving forward. Most importantly, he’s got a hell of a 
long career in front of him as a Boston Bruin.” 

Sweeney relayed a snippet of his chat with Swayman, which spoke to the 
goalie’s competitiveness. 

“The single biggest thing to me that came out of our conversation today 
was, he just stared at me and said ‘Well, if those two guys struggle, do I 
get the net?’ And that’s what you want to hear from a player,” said 
Sweeney. 

With the difficult schedule facing his team, and the chance a COVID test 
could pull a player out of the lineup at any time, it’s also a good thing that 
Providence is only a 40-minute drive away from Boston. 

“With what we’re trying to navigate, having depth is going to be important 
for us. And we may have to tap into it,” said Sweeney. 

This and that 

Sweeney said that he’s waiting on the results of an MRI taken on Nick 
Foligno‘s left leg, but was hopeful the veteran would not be out of the 
lineup too long. 
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“He was walking around and doing some stuff this morning s hopefully 
we’re on the shorter side of the injury,” said Sweeney. 

Foligno left the game on Saturday in Tampa after an awkward fall near 
the crease…. 

The B’s go into the game against the Habs on Wednesday having won 5-
of-6 games and scoring at a 4.6 goals per game pace. Sweeney naturally 
was pleased with that, as well as the goaltending picture that he had 
deemed just “OK” back in November. 

“I think we’re all pleasantly surprised with the results and how we’ve 
gotten there in terms of the depth and some of the line changes that 
Bruce and some of the players discussed. They’ve certainly worked and 
given us a boost. I think the goaltending has been strong for the last little 
while. I referenced a few months ago that it was OK, but it’s trended in 
the right direction and a credit to them,” said Sweeney. 
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Bruins have struck gold with Hall-Pastrnak combo on new-look second 
line 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

The Boston Bruins switched up their lines coming out of their COVID-
19/holiday break, and the results have been so positive that head coach 
Bruce Cassidy should give these combinations an extended chance to 
become permanent. 

Not only have the Bruins won five of their six games in the New Year -- 
including impressive victories over two top teams in the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Washington Capitals -- many players have raised their 
performance to another level or two. 

Three such players are left winger Taylor Hall, center Erik Haula and 
right winger David Pastrnak. This new-look second line has given the 
Bruins a huge boost offensively. 

Monday night's dominant 7-3 win over the Capitals was the latest 
example. The Bruins tallied 22 shot attempts, 15 shots on net, eight 
scoring chances and outscored Washington 1-0 in the 13:58 of 5-on-5 ice 
time this line played Monday, per Natural Stat Trick. 

In the six games since the B's returned from their two-week hiatus, the 
Hall-Haula-Pastrnak trio has been a positive driver of puck possession, 
scoring chances and goals scored during its 61:30 of 5-on-5 time 
together during that span. 

The change in lines has perhaps benefitted Pastrnak more than any 
other player. The superstar winger was playing well before the New Year, 
but his stats (most notably his goals scored and shooting percentage) 
were below expectations for someone of his caliber. 

Pastrnak has now scored five goals in his last four games, giving him 13 
in 32 games overall. His second goal against the Capitals, assisted by 
Hall, essentially put the game out of reach in the second period. 

Hall also has seen a big improvement in his play over this time. He's 
tallied eight points (two goals, six assists) in six January games. After 
losing his center, David Krejci, in the offseason, Hall has finally found two 
linemates that compliment his skill set. His ability to be a quality 
playmaker has really shown during this stretch alongside Haula and 
Pastrnak. 

ðŸ ¥ Taylor Hall on his chemistry with David Pastrnak: "I love playing 
with Pasta...he's such a great player and has a real good hockey sense, 
real good way of getting open and staying open." 
pic.twitter.com/l2KAGzeIX8— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 11, 
2022 

Speaking of Haula, he was the Bruins' most disappointing offseason 
acquisition for much of the season until the calendar flipped to 2022. He 
has a five-game point streak after scoring a beautiful goal versus the 
Capitals. 

Haula being the No. 2 center has totally rejuvenated his game. He had 
only one stretch of consecutive games with at least one point (Dec. 2-4) 
before his current five-game scoring streak. Half of his 10 points in 31 
games have come over the last two weeks. Haula was signed to add 
speed and scoring depth to the lineup, and he's finally providing that after 
the lineup change. 

NHL rumors: Could Lawson Crouse be target for Bruins before trade 
deadline? 

Pastrnak has played with Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron for most 
of his career. Cassidy often has been hesitant to break up that trio, and 
with good reason because it's arguably been the best line in the sport 
over the last four or five years. 

But sometimes change is good. The Bruins added a lot of new players 
into the mix over the offseason, and it takes time to build chemistry and 
find the best line combos after so much roster turnover. Cassidy has 
struck gold with his new-look second line, and he should absolutely give 
it an extended chance to become a permanent trio. 

If the Bruins can have two excellent lines -- which has been the case in 
January -- they will be in much better shape come playoff time. 
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NHL rumors: Could Lawson Crouse be target for Bruins before trade 
deadline? 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

Star defenseman Jakob Chychrun has been the subject of several recent 
NHL trade rumors with playoff races heating up, but he's not the only 
Arizona Coyotes player drawing interest around the league. 

Sportsnet's Jeff Marek reported Saturday night an update on Chychrun's 
situation in Arizona, and at the end he noted that there's also interest in 
Coyotes forwards Phil Kessel and Lawson Crouse. Marek said "Boston 
has always been attached to that name (Crouse)." 

What could Crouse give the Bruins if they acquired him via trade? 

Should Bruins pay this reported asking price for Coyotes' Jakob 
Chychrun? 

Crouse is a big, physical player at 6-foot-4 and 220 pounds who plays 
the kind of power-forward style that Bruins fans love. He's not the most 
gifted offensive player, but he's not afraid to go to the dirty areas of the 
ice and score greasy goals. Crouse has tallied 17 points (nine goals, 
eight assists) in 32 games this season. 

Crouse was the No. 10 overall pick in the 2015 NHL Draft by the Florida 
Panthers -- four picks ahead of where the Bruins chose Jake DeBrusk. 
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Maybe the Bruins could work out a deal where these forwards swap 
teams?  

Both players are restricted free agents in July. Crouse's qualifying offer is 
just $1.75 million, while DeBrusk's is much higher at about $4.4 million. 
DeBrusk has posted just nine points (five goals, four assists) in 27 
games. He requested a trade at the end of November. A fresh start 
would benefit each player. 

The Coyotes are at the bottom of the league standings amid another 
rebuild. They are stockpiling draft picks and prospects, which makes 
them a team to watch closely as the trade deadline approaches. 

Crouse's physicality and ability to score 10 to 15 goals in a bottom-six 
role should make him an attractive target for contending teams over the 
next few months. 
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Boston Bruins Send ‘Disappointed’ Swayman To AHL With Rask Signing 

 

Published 11 hours ago on January 11, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

With the news that the Boston Bruins are signing Tuukka Rask to a one-
year, $1 million contract, the B’s didn’t waste much time clearing up their 
crowded goaltending situation. Rask will immediately join the team and 
will start by serving as the backup for Linus Ullmark in Wednesday 
night’s game vs. the Montreal Canadiens at TD Garden, the third straight 
start for the Swedish netminder signed in the offseason. 

Rookie Jeremy Swayman, who actually has the slightly better numbers 
with an 8-6-2 record, 2.26 goals against average and .918 save 
percentage, will be headed to Providence to serve as the No. 1 
goaltender for the Providence Bruins. Predictably, the 23-year-old 
goaltender wasn’t exactly excited about the news when his general 
manager broke it to on Wednesday afternoon, but there weren’t really 
any alternatives with Ullmark holding an ironclad no-movement clause for 
the next few seasons on his four-year, $20 million contract. 

“He’ll be in practice [on Wednesday] and he’ll be backing up tomorrow 
night [against the Canadiens]. Then we’ll make a decision from there. I 
had a conversation with Jeremy this afternoon and he’ll be reporting to 
Providence,” said Boston Bruins general manager Don Sweeney. “He’s 
actually not eligible for the taxi squad, but if we have an injury or COVID 
of some sort then certainly Jeremy would have an opportunity and we’d 
expect that he would play. It’s part of the process having the depth 
required with all that we’re facing. 

“[He was] disappointed…not overly surprised based on how it was 
tracking for Tuukka’s health and his potential availability. Jeremy took in 
stride as a professional and he’s extremely motivated to be a top-flight 
goaltender, which we believe him to be. He knows that with the 
commitment that we’ve made to him in trading a good, young goaltender 
in Daniel Vladar in allowing him to play opening night. He knows that he’s 
a big part of our current team as well as moving forward. Most 
importantly he’s got a hell of a long career in front of him as a Boston 
Bruin.” 

Who knows? It could be that Swayman will factor into the mix along with 
Ullmark and Rask amidst an extremely busy second half of the season 
with Rask coming back from summer hip surgery. But it sure feels like 
the Boston Bruins are going to be riding with Rask and Ullmark unless 
something unforeseen happens this year. 

The Bruins are currently 12th in the NHL with a .917 save percentage 
this season and seventh in the league with a 2.59 goals against average, 
so goaltending clearly isn’t the biggest issue facing the B’s currently. But 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy outlined the B’s thinking last week 
while it’s pretty clear the lack of Stanley Cup playoff experience for both 
Ullmark and Swayman had to be a part of the equation as well. 

“We’re top-10 (in some goalie stats). We want to be top five,” said 
Cassidy. “We want to be one of the elite teams and we’re trending 
towards that. That’s a good thing and Tuukka, we assume, could only 
help with that.” 

That part is definitely true and with a price tag of just $1 million on the 
salary cap it was too good of an opportunity to pass up, though it might 
be a tough sell to get a talented, young goalie like Swayman to buy into 
that right now. 
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Confirmed: Rask Signs One-Year, $1 Million Contract With Bruins 

 

Published 16 hours ago on January 11, 2022 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Tuukka Rask is a Boston Bruins goalie once again. 

Rask’s agent confirmed to Boston Hockey Now that a report from 
PuckPedia early Tuesday afternoon that the winningest goalie in Bruins 
history will be returning to the team on a one-year, $1 million contract 
that will pay Rask a pro-rated $545, 000. 

The #NHLBruins are signing 34 y/o G Tuukka Rask to a 1 year $1M (all 
base salary) contract. 

Due to signing during the year, he'll actually earn $545K. 

Last year he had a 913 SV% in 24 GP. 

According to PuckPedia, the Boston Bruins are currently $911,475 above 
the $81.5 million salary cap. 

Earlier on Tuesday, the Providence Bruins released goalie Rask from his 
professional tryout and a Lehto indicated to BHN that a new contract with 
the Boston Bruins was imminent. 

“He will be part of the Bruins soon,” Lehto told Boston Hockey Now in an 
email late Tuesday morning. 

A team source also confirmed this to BHN. 

The team hasn’t made a firm decision yet on what to do with their other 
two goalies, Linus Ullmark and rookie Jeremy Swayman but the common 
sentiment around the organization right now is that Swayman will be 
reassigned to Providence since he doesn’t have to clear waivers. Boston 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy mentioned this last Friday and 
acknowledged the dilemma carrying three goalies could present. 

“We know we have an option with Swayman, he doesn’t have to clear 
waivers,” Cassidy told the media. “That doesn’t mean he’ll be the guy 
that has to go. But having one net for three goaltenders, if that’s the 
case, will be a challenge. But we’ll figure it out. At the end of the day, 
we’ll do what’s best for the Bruins.” 

Cassidy also mentioned that prior to the start of this season, he and the 
management staff made it clear to Swayman and Ullmark that it was very 
likely that Rask would become part of the team in January and that 
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Swayman may be reassigned. Both Boston Bruins goalies seem to 
understand the situation and still do. 

“As for the other two, yeah, I’m sure it’s human nature that as Tuukka 
gets closer you’re going to look over your shoulder a little bit,” Cassidy 
said. “It can be good competition and force them (to perform), or it could 
go the other way where they start worrying about it too much. 

So we tried to talk to them about the situation without overloading them 
because, again, there was a little uncertainty as to how it would all play 
out. But now we’re getting closer to it, so hopefully, everyone plays well 
and it’s a good problem to have. It’s not like anyone walked out of the 
room. I think at the time because it was three months away, it was more 
like ‘OK, thanks for informing us. We’re up to speed, but we have to get 
our game ready.’” 

After Rask signed the PTO with the Providence Bruins last Thursday, the 
plan was for him to play in one or both of the two games in Providence 
Friday and Sunday. That plan got scratched though as both games 
against the Lehigh Valley Phantoms were postponed thanks to a COVID 
outbreak with the Phantoms. 

“No, I have nothing else other than Providence’s next game is Friday so 
we’ll have to discuss whether that’s in play or right into our net at some 
point,” Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told the media following 
his team’s game-day skate prior to the Bruins’ 7-3 win over the 
Washington Capitals Monday night. “So, that’s what the discussion will 
entail but we have a few days to sort through that so I imagine we’ll get to 
it tomorrow.” 

On Saturday, however, Cassidy did hint that Rask may just end up 
making his first start back in the NHL with the Boston Bruins. 

“To be honest, I’m not sure when he’s going to play,” Cassidy said 
Saturday. “We’ll try to get him some game action wherever we can. He 
might have to start playing here and miss some assignments in 
Providence. We’ll have to make that decision when we get back.” 

The read here is that if, as expected the Boston Bruins go with a Rask-
Ullmark rotation and send Swayman to Providence, Swayman will start 
for the Bruins against the Montreal Canadiens at TD Garden Wednesday 
and be reassigned to the AHL on Thursday so he can reacclimate and be 
ready for action in Providence this weekend. Ullmark will likely start 
Thursday against the Philadelphia Flyers and Rask will make his grand 
return and season debut on Saturday in a 1 PM ET matinee against the 
Nashville Predators at TD Garden. 
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Boston Bruins Hall Coming To Life with Pastrnak Pairing 

 

Published 18 hours ago on January 11, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Don’t look now but Boston Bruins winger Taylor Hall is coming to life 
offensively at the heart of a goal-scoring surge up and down the lineup 
for the Black and Gold. 

It’s all coincided with Hall partnering up with David Pastrnak on the 
second line as speedy, skilled bookend wingers capable of creating while 
centered by the equally speedy Erik Haula, who is playing the 
responsible 200-foot game required by his two wings. It’s translated into 
two goals and eight points along with a plus-3 for Hall in his best stretch 
of the season while Pastrnak has blown up with five goals in six games 
during the month of January as well. 

Overall, the trio has chipped in for nine goals and 19 points during six 
games since being formed and are giving the B’s coaching staff little 
reason to even flirt with the notion of more changes. 

Even Haula chipped in with a goal in Monday night’s 7-3 thrashing of the 
Washington Capitals at Capital One Arena, and it has Hall and Pastrnak 
playing their best hockey of the season. 

Great use of speed and drawing the defender by Taylor Hall here for Erik 
Haula to snipe one. 

It’s no coincidence that’s happened right alongside the Bruins winning 
five out of six games, pounding out 28 goals and coming up with plays 
like this where the combined speed and skill is stunning opponents. 

It’s interesting that Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy even noted 
that Hall and Pastrnak were finding ways to take rushes together in past 
team practices even before they were slotted together on the same line, 
a harbinger of the chemistry we’re seeing begin to emerge. 

“I think those are guys that get along well and they do practice drills 
together even when they weren’t on the same lines. I think [Hall] just 
enjoys Pasta’s style of play and he can read off him well,” said Cassidy. 
“There are still some rush situations they’ve got to sort out. The [speed] 
part should match up pretty well for them eventually, but I think it’s just a 
guy getting excited to play with an elite level player and it’s as simple as 
that. At the end of the day, we want Taylor to play hard and well no 
matter who is on his right wing, but I think it’s just human nature when 
you’ve got a guy like [Pastrnak] you’re going to find another gear and 
[Hall] has it. 

“[Hall] is a pretty explosive player. He finds the ice and can finish plays 
and can pass as well as he shoots. [Hall and Pastrnak] is a good 
combination right now.” 

Certainly, Hall looks as energized and engaged as he did when first 
paired up with David Krejci last season, a big key to spurring on the 
offense created by his elite set of skills. Hall says he “plays quick” with 
Pastrnak and they have success “opening up the ice” with quick passes 
and super-high pace through the neutral zone. That combined with the 
COVID/Holiday break allowed Hall to put a little less pressure on himself 
right along with fresh, new line grouping. 

Hall compared it to playing with Kyle Palmieri as a shooter during his 
Hart Trophy days with the New Jersey Devils, but obviously Pastrnak is a 
step up offensively as a guy that’s approached 50 goals in a season 
before. 

“We’re trying to find open guys and at the end of the day the puck has to 
get to the net,” said Hall, who is now on pace for 18 goals and 56 points 
this season after a slow start. “Pasta and I may have a tendency at times 
to overpass or turn down shots, but tonight we were getting it to the net 
at the right time and it’s fun playing that way. 

“I love playing with Pasta. Last year getting to this team and getting a 
chance to play with him a little bit in practices, he’s such a great player 
and has a real good hockey sense, real good way of getting open and 
staying open. Obviously, Pasta is a Rocket Richard winner and a guy 
that’s put up a lot of points in this league so it’s been a lot of fun.” 

The trick now, obviously, is to keep Hall at this level of play and 
production as the Boston Bruins continue to learn what makes him tick. 
The left winger is obviously much less of an offensive focal point or cycle 
kind of player in the offensive zone, and much more of a dangerous 
winger when using his tremendous, powerful skating speed to back off 
the defense. 

The Bruins have unlocked Hall’s game while pairing him with a surging 
Pastrnak, and now it’s about keeping both scoring wingers that way 
through a long second half of the season. 
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BHN Puck Links: Bruins Juggernaut, Rask Plan, Gallagher Trade 
Rumors 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 11, 2022 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins are suddenly an offensive juggernaut. 

Will Tuukka Rask still tune-up with the Providence Bruins? 

Montreal Canadiens winger Brendan Gallagher is the latest big-name 
veteran Habs player to hit the NHL trade rumor circuit. 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin is set to return. 

That and more in the latest BHN Puck Links: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins have won five of their last six games and with their 7-
3 win over the Washington Capitals on Monday night, they have 
outscored their opponents 28-15 during that span. The Bruins have also 
scored five or more goals in four of those six games. (BHN) 

Prior to the win in Washington Monday night, the Boston Bruins placed 
defensemen Connor Clifton and Derek Forbort into COVID Protocol. 
(BHN) 

Will goalie Tuukka Rask still play a tuneup game for the Providence 
Bruins before signing with the Boston Bruins? (BHN) 
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Tuukka Rask is back: What that means for the Bruins’ present and future 
in goal 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa  

Jan 12, 2022  

  

Tuukka Rask is back. The goalie with the second-best save percentage 
of all time is signed to be Bruin through the season at $1 million.  

This is good for the Bruins. For the past month-plus, the 2014 Vezina 
Trophy winner has played like an ace in practice. The Bruins, who have 
seen less action than all but two teams, will welcome goaltending depth 
for a punishing 50-game sprint. Rask is likely to make his season debut 
on Thursday at TD Garden against Philadelphia. He has owned the 
Flyers in his career (19-2-4 record, .927 save percentage). 

All of this is possible because Rask, via agent Markus Lehto, accepted a 
deal that any employer would consider generous. There was no need, for 
example, for the Bruins to punt on Jake DeBrusk and his $3.675 million 
average annual value to clear space for Rask and accept pennies on the 
dollar as the surcharge. 

“I applaud Tuukka and Markus,” general manager Don Sweeney said. 
“They’re not blind to the salary cap challenges we all face. I appreciate 
them working with us in that regard. It really doesn’t change, other than 
strengthen the depth of our team and hopefully put us in a really strong 

position as an organization without necessarily changing the cap 
dynamic.” 

Rask forms a three-goalie formation, alongside Linus Ullmark and 
Jeremy Swayman, that better insulates the Bruins against the havoc of 
the COVID-19 landscape. For now, Swayman is the odd man out. The 
23-year-old will report to Providence, primarily because he is eligible to 
do so without clearing waivers.  

But given the lack of roster stability amid the COVID-19 uncertainty, it 
would be no surprise if all three goalies see NHL action between now 
and the season’s terminus. 

“Disappointed. Not overly surprised based on what was trending and how 
it was tracking for Tuukka’s health and potential availability,” Sweeney 
said of Swayman’s reaction when the GM told him the news on Tuesday.  

This season, planning takes place with held breath. The Bruins’ original 
intention, for example, was for Rask to clear his throat in Providence this 
past weekend. That went sideways hours after he signed his professional 
tryout contract when Lehigh Valley, Providence’s scheduled opponent, 
surrendered to COVID-19 protocol. 

So, it is truly “day by day” when the Bruins schedule Ullmark for 
Wednesday’s game against Montreal, setting up Rask for Thursday. 
They have no choice but to remain flexible and cross their fingers that 
Rask and Ullmark stay healthy. In Rask’s case, as a 34-year-old coming 
off major hip surgery, that is no guarantee even in normal times. 

But all in all, the plan the Bruins sketched out in July has held firm. Rask 
is feeling good and on schedule after hip surgery. He will settle into a 
regular-season rhythm. Assuming the Bruins qualify for the playoffs, 
Rask will be the No. 1. He is a better goalie than Ullmark in every 
category, from reading plays to controlling rebounds to playing the puck. 
If injury or illness takes place, the Bruins now have three NHL goalies 
instead of two. 

Ullmark, despite recent wobbles, has improved from when he initiated the 
Buffalo-to-Boston transition. The 28-year-old’s duty is to continue 
progressing, now with an older goalie as his partner. Ullmark is an 
average-to-good NHL puckstopper. He is prone to fumbles, like the end-
boards puck he misplayed against Washington on Monday. 

Swayman was brilliant within a 10-game sample size in 2020-21. He has 
not approached that threshold this season. That would have been 
impossible. A .945 save percentage would have been impractical, given 
the degree of intelligence opponents have gathered on Swayman. 

That said, it is not fair that Swayman has to go back to the minors. Of 
late, he has been sharper than Ullmark. The rebounds he regularly 
burped out have been reduced. He has played big, square and fast. 

Both have started 16 games. At five-on-five, Swayman has a .923 save 
percentage, according to Natural Stat Trick. Ullmark is at .918. Swayman 
has saved 0.77 goals above average. Ullmark is below water at minus-
0.77 GSAA. 

The NHL, however, is not fair. Ullmark, via agent Joakim Persson, 
shrewdly secured no-move protection to accompany his four-year, $20 
million contract. Swayman is on his entry-level deal and free to report to 
the AHL without waivers. According to Sweeney, Swayman is not eligible 
to be on the taxi squad. 

It will be Swayman’s responsibility, then, to improve in Providence. He 
has not outgrown the AHL. An unwanted visit to the minors and its 
accompanying slash in salary can be a powerful force of motivation. 

“The single biggest thing that came out of my conversation today was he 
just stared at me and looked and he said, ‘Well, if those two guys 
struggle, do I get the net?’” Sweeney said. “That’s what you want to hear 
from a player. Any young player that has confidence in himself — and 
he’s had some success — will accept the fact that he’s got some things 
to continue to work on. But in a competitive environment where we’re 
trying to win, the best players are going to play. I don’t think Linus or 
Tuukka would look it at any differently.” 
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Of the two, Swayman is better equipped than Ullmark to be Rask’s full-
time successor. That could come as soon as next season. It’s possible 
that Rask is a one-and-done returnee. 

“Looking beyond this year, with Rask and elsewhere, is not where my 
focus is,” said Sweeney. “Excited that Tuukka’s gotten an opportunity to 
play. Because he’s a hell of a goaltender and deepens a position that, 
with the number of games coming up, I think we’re going to need.” 
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With Coyotes departing, Glendale plans Gila River Arena makeover 

 

by Kevin Reichard on January 11, 2022  

 

With the Arizona Coyotes departing for who knows where at the end of 
this NHL season, the city of Glendale and facilities manager ASM Global 
are launching a Gila River Arena makeover to support a wider range of 
events. 

You know the backstory: Glendale and ASM broke ties with the Coyotes 
after several instances of late rent and other payments, with the fan to 
focus less on sports and more on bigger events like concerts. And while 
we don’t yet have a temporary home for the Coyotes–the team has 
pitched a new Tempe entertainment district anchored by a new arena, 
which is currently under scrutiny by city officials–Glendale are moving on 
by bringing in HOK to map arena upgrades to support more events. 

“We are incredibly excited about the bright future as we look to how we 
evolve the facility and reinvent how people experience Gila River Arena,” 
said Glendale City Manager Kevin Phelps via press release. “Bringing in 
the expertise of an industry leader like HOK is critical for providing more 
opportunities for the venue to reach its full potential. 

“Our work together with ASM Global’s design team and HOK will help 
define the next generation of entertainment experiences in Glendale as 
we serve our community, region and visitors. We know that if we do it 
right, we can create a highly integrated venue that will make waves in the 
marketplace, exceeding performer and spectator expectations.” 

It’s a modernization that is probably overdue: Gila River Arena opened in 
2003, and since then the arena experience has been dramatically 
upgraded. You can’t find a better example that across town, with the 
Phoenix Suns (NBA) overhauling Footprint Center with a $230-million 
renovation, with plenty of new social spaces, high-end lounges, high-def 
displays and upgraded seating. Look for a more modest renovation with 
reconfigured suite spaces, new social spaces, flexible spaces to allow 
smaller events and a varied menu of group areas. The two-year project is 
expected to cost between $40 million and $50 million. 
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Tempe Reportedly to Reject Coyotes’ $1.7B Stadium Plan 

The Coyotes do not have enough support in the Tempe City Council to 
approve their plan to build a $1.7 billion stadium, according to Go PHNX. 

The franchise has been plagued by financial woes. 

 

By Amanda Christovich     January 10, 2022 

 

Over the next decade, professional sports teams nationwide hope to 
invest billions in new stadiums. The financially troubled Arizona Coyotes, 
however, may not be one of them. 

The team doesn’t have enough support in the Tempe City Council to 
approve its plan to build a $1.7 billion stadium, according to Go PHNX. 

Three people plan to vote yes on the project, per the report. Two will vote 
no, and two undecideds are “leaning toward no.” 

    City council members are reportedly concerned about the team’s ailing 
balance sheet. 

    Most recently, the Coyotes were reportedly late to pay $1.3 million in 
taxes and city fees. 

    The franchise’s payment woes add to a long list of reasons why it’s 
been called “the NHL’s least valuable franchise.” 

The next city council meeting is set for Thursday. 

Massive Proposal 

The Coyotes previously submitted plans for a sprawling arena and 
accompanying “entertainment district.” The plans were in response to the 
city’s request for ideas to build a new stadium. 

But it’s unclear who would pay for the project. 

The Coyotes offered to pay $40 million to help with remediation for the 
lot, but that part of the process would cost about $70 million overall. 

Sales tax revenue could cover $200 million of the total cost, but that may 
not be available until after the stadium is built. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 7 Maple Leafs Takeaways: Toronto should be aggravated 
by blown leads 

 

Luke Fox 

 

William Nylander opening and closing the scoring by beating Robin 
Lehner one-on-one. 

Ilya Mikheyev building upon his point-per-game contract year. 

Auston Matthews keeping pace in the Rocket race. 

And Jack Campbell salvaging two points on a night the Toronto Maple 
Leafs only mustered 18 shots on the Vegas Golden Knights. 

It all adds up to a sneaky (lucky? ugly?) road win for a group that has 
enough goaltending and game-breakers to scoop points that, at times, it 
might not deserve. 

“A great team,” Knights coach Peter DeBoer said. “I mean, their record 
[23-8-3] speaks for itself. Their game’s real. When you look at the 
analytics and dive in on them, they're just a really solid hockey team.” 

Here are seven takeaways from a less-than-solid 4-3 shootout victory for 
the Leafs in Las Vegas. But they’ll take it and jet. 

Another third-period letdown 

Twice on this road trip the Maple Leafs carried a two-goal lead into the 
final period. 

Twice they had that lead snatched away them without much of a fight. 

Combine Toronto’s third periods in Colorado and Vegas, and it has been 
outshot 31-7 and outscored 4-0. 

“We've played two very elite teams here in the West and got three out of 
four points, so for that we feel good about,” said coach Sheldon Keefe, 
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building towards a big but. “But if we want to be a serious hockey team, 
we got to be better in third periods and find ways to control the game. 

“Today is a completely different animal [than] Colorado. In Colorado, we 
were just absolutely dominated in the third period. 

“We gotta relax and play the game and make some plays and play on 
offence and control the play. Can't just be on our heels. 

“We should be a little aggravated by how we've let these leads slip away 
here in these two games, and take that aggravation and turn it into 
motivation.” 

Campbell sets career highs in starts, wins 

Campbell registered career highs in starts (27) and wins (18) Thursday, 
both well before the halfway mark of the season. 

He was solid once again, particularly when the ice tilted toward his 
crease in Period 2, and he needed to turn away 11 consecutive Knights 
shots. After the first, Vegas outshot Toronto 28-9. 

Campbell was perfect in the shootout, allowing Nylander’s slick hands to 
deliver the bonus point. 

By all rights, Campbell will be back in Vegas next month soaking in his 
first All-Star weekend. (Teams will be announced Thursday.) 

Concerns over his ability to skirt injury and manage the heavy minutes of 
a true No. 1 1 are quieting by the night. No doubt, the mental and 
physical break that came with Toronto’s December pause was well-timed 
for Campbell. 

“The big question coming in for him was: Can he stay healthy? And he's 
done a great job of that,” Keefe said. “Despite the workload, there hasn't 
been a time where he's felt unable to practise or sore or anything like 
that. 

“We've managed his workload on some practice days, but that was 
preventative more than anything -- nothing has ever come from him or 
our medical team that he's been unable to do anything. 

“He and the medical team have found a real nice groove, and our 
strength and conditioning team has done a terrific job of helping him, and 
I think he's in a good place with his body and managing this very well.” 

Matthews loves Vegas, baby 

Sunshine, glitz, and five-star meals… yes, the Maple Leafs were 
perfectly content to escape some of the harshest winter days in Toronto. 

"It's a blast, honestly," said Matthews, who has five goals in four games 
at T-Mobile Arena. "It's one of my favourite buildings to play in, just the 
atmosphere and what they do to make the energy in the building. 

“It's always loud. They play the music pretty loud. It's always bumping. 
The fans are always into it.” 

Jason Spezza agrees that the party vibe and bells-and-whistles game 
production makes Eastern Conference teams’ annual trip to the Strip feel 
like an event. 

"It's known as one of the loudest buildings," Spezza says. "It does feel 
like a more important game when you come in here because of how 
rowdy the crowd can be. Guys enjoy coming here, obviously because it’s 
Las Vegas, but also because of the crowd." 

Bad penalties can kill 

Yes, the Maple Leafs killed off Jake Muzzin’s puck-over-glass infraction 
in the second period, but two other minors nearly cost them major. 

An ill-advised Nick Ritchie hook in the offensive zone led to a Keegan 
Kolesar power-play goal in the first, and a too-many-men bench penalty 
late in the third gave the Knights a 5-on-3 opportunity to knot the contest. 

That they did, with Alex Pietrangelo’s delayed wrister on Vegas’s fifth 
man-advantage sending the game to OT. 

"He was a monster tonight,” DeBoer said of Pietrangelo’s 32-minute 
effort. “I thought he was maybe the best player on the ice." 

Toronto went 0-fer on its two power plays. Special teams earned Vegas a 
point, and could’ve cost the Leafs a couple. 

“I didn't like any of our penalties today at all -- stuff far away from our net, 
careless penalties, obviously the too many men. I mean, I can’t 
remember the last time I've ever seen a shorthanded team get called for 
too many men, especially when they have the puck. But those things 
can't happen,” said Keefe, a winning coach striking the tone of a losing 
one. 

“Those are the mental mistakes that you got to get out of your game.” 

Rasmus Sandin Kronwalled Evgenii Dadonov 

How Swede it is… 

Golden Knights are a sleeping giant 

They are the expansion team that decided never to act like one. So, yes, 
you know the Golden Knights are good and going for it. 

But even though the Golden Knights sit atop a relatively weak Pacific 
Division, Vegas’s ability to pile up points and roll out hockey’s fifth-best 
offence despite a steady rash of significant injuries should have the West 
frightened if it ever gets to full health. 

The Knights rank second (to Montreal) leaguewide in man-games lost, 
with more than 230 already. 

Top-line players Jack Eichel, Max Pacioretty and Alec Martinez are all 
out long term. 

And regulars Shea Theodore, Nolan Patrick and Nicolas Roy all entered 
COVID-19 protocol a couple hours before puck drop Tuesday. 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

| Sportsnet's tracker for COVID-19 in the NHL 

So, even without Mitch Marner and Pierre Engvall (COVID protocol), the 
Maple Leafs were by far the healthier side Tuesday. 

Yet it was a depleted Vegas club that finished with the clear edge in 
shots (34-18), high-danger chances (11-8), and discipline. 

“They’re a talented team that plays quick, transitions really fast. Very 
dangerous on the rush,” Keefe said. “Big and strong as well. Close on 
you quickly. Play hard defensively. So, they're just really good and 
dynamic in a lot of areas.” 

Got my hockey trunks and my flippy-floppies 

Mid-January, you roll to the rink in tax-free shorts and sandals and feed 
your buddy one-timers? 

No wonder free agents want to sign in the desert: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks missing energy, sharpness after return from long 
layoff 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

It wasn’t a Kodak moment for the Vancouver Canucks. 

Hot in record only -- having not played since Jan. 1 while several players 
were in COVID protocol -- the Canucks lost in regulation for the first time 
since Bruce Boudreau became coach five weeks ago, run over 5-2 by a 
powerful Panthers team that is a legitimate Stanley Cup challenger. 
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The loss provided sobering clarity about what the Canucks -- 8-0-1 
before their second of two lengthy layoffs -- face as they attempt a five-
game-in-eight-days road trip against the National Hockey League’s elite. 

When he was hired last month as president to replace fired general 
manager Jim Benning, Jim Rutherford said this January trip through the 
southeast would be revealing for the Canucks. But after nine days 
between games, and after Vancouver had played just three times in 25 
nights, what was revealed is the team is no longer sharp. 

Whatever positive energy and excitement it carried out of the layoff was 
obliterated when the Panthers scored twice in 26 seconds halfway 
through the second period to blow open what had been a one-goal game. 

Canucks Hour 

Jamie Dodd and Thomas Drance dive deep on the issues that matter for 
any die-hard Canucks fan, bringing comprehensive coverage and 
exclusive interviews. 

Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko wasn’t the same after the layoff. 
Vancouver special teams weren’t the same. The passing, especially out 
of their own zone and through the middle of the ice, wasn’t the same. 
And the result, although unfairly harsh to the Canucks based on five-on-
five play, certainly was not the same. 

So this is what losing feels like under Boudreau. 

“It's not all bad when you lose,” Boudreau said after his first pointless 
night in charge of the Canucks. “But there's a lot of things that we can 
take out that we didn't do well, and that's something that hopefully we 
can correct. It's never fun when you lose. You can get all the good things 
going when you're winning. This was bringing us down to earth a little bit, 
and hopefully we will just get ourselves back together and start going in a 
positive direction starting tomorrow. 

“When we get the puck behind their defencemen and we're forechecking, 
we're very good. We create things, we make things happen. When we 
move pucks, we're really good. But I think the biggest problem we had, 
quite frankly, was making bad decisions in the neutral zone and not 
putting pucks on tape. When we weren't mismanaging the puck, we 
were... doing fairly well. 

“We made a tonne of mistakes today that are correctable mistakes. And 
hopefully they'll understand that they're correctable mistakes -- mistakes 
that we hadn't made.” 

The Canucks actually outshot the Panthers -- who are an astonishing 19-
3-0 at home this season -- 44-26 and trailed just 2-1 halfway through the 
game. 

But after Tyler Motte took an interference penalty at 7:47 of the middle 
period, Jonathan Huberdeau had an open look from the slot and wristed 
a shot in off teammate Sam Reinhart at 8:46. On the next shift, Maxim 
Mamin beat the Canucks' Nils Hoglander off the sideboards and scored 
with a sharp-angle backhand over Demko’s shoulder at 9:12 and that 
was essentially the game. 

Boudreau called a timeout, and the Canucks played hard and dominated 
the third period territorially. But they were never coming back from three 
goals down on the road in the second half of a game against the team 
that tops the NHL standings. 

Spoiler alert: the team tied on points with the Panthers -- the Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning -- are next up for the Canucks on 
Thursday. Then Vancouver visits the No. 3 Carolina Hurricanes on 
Saturday. 

“We were in it,” Jason Dickinson -- who scored for the Canucks in the 
first period -- lamented. “We started the second period really well. And 
then we give up one on the PK and that one hurts. When they score, 
you've got to come back with a good shift and, sure enough, they came 
back with a better one and scored again. That's a backbreaker.” 

The Canucks practise on Wednesday before facing the Lightning. After 
last month’s layoff, a 12-day Christmas break that was extended by 
postponements throughout the league, the Canucks were excellent in 
their first game back in Anaheim on Dec. 29 but awful the next night in 
Los Angeles. 

“We should be better on Thursday, just in general,” Dickinson said. “We 
can't use the 10 days (off) as a crutch to lean on. There's no excuses.” 

Boudreau said he considered replacing Demko with backup Jaroslav 
Halak for the third period, but the starter wanted to stay in. And honestly, 
Demko probably needed the game work. 

Boudreau was wary of letting any negativity back in Tuesday after the 
Canucks built in December the franchise’s longest points streak in a 
decade. 

That is why, he explained, he used his timeout after the half-minute 
meltdown in the second period. 

“I'd seen it in the past -- you get two goals scored against you and you 
just sort of quit and say, 'Oh man, here we go again,’” Boudreau said. 
“And I didn't want that attitude seeping into the bench or the locker room. 
After that... we were pretty positive on the bench. We were pulling for 
each other. I mean, hell, we've got a guy (Tanner Pearson) fighting in a 
three-goal deficit, trying do his job with a minute to go. That's the never-
quit that you want to see. And if you have that, then eventually you won't 
get back-to-back goals scored on you in a hurry. 

“We said (before the third period)... that we have to come out of this 
game with something positive. We have to keep going in. I mean, 
adversity, reveals character.” 

In that way, this could be a really revealing road trip. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Oilers making serious attempt to get 
Evander Kane 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

Busy Tuesday, let’s get to it. First up, Edmonton and Evander Kane. 

Oilers GM Ken Holland said Tuesday he believes in second chances. It 
would be more than that for Kane, and several teams stayed far away 
from him because of it. But others are in, and we’re determining who is 
serious and who isn’t. Word is Kane was doing zoom interviews with 
interested teams over the last 24 hours. 

Edmonton is serious. If you watched Holland’s media conference on 
Tuesday, it’s not hard to see what he’s thinking. He doesn’t want to make 
panic trades. He doesn’t want to fire Dave Tippett. He prefers the 
answers come “from inside the room.” 

He also knows missing the playoffs is not an option. 

No, Evander Kane currently isn’t inside Edmonton’s room. But the Oilers 
don’t have to subtract worthwhile assets to get him. Not sure Alberta’s 
capital was Kane’s first choice, but he could do a lot worse than lining up 
with Connor McDavid at even-strength and on the power play. 

They’re very much in play here, if not the lead horse. 

Holland believes in second chances and has talked to Evander Kane’s 
agent 

Other teams I’ve wondered about are top contenders. Teams like 
Carolina and Tampa Bay. The Hurricanes and Lightning believe in their 
cultures and their leadership. And then there's another really good team 
like Florida potentially getting involved, especially because they'd rather 
have him than see the Lightning get him. When Jeff Marek mentioned 
last weekend that Boston’s been interested in Lawson Crouse for almost 
two years, another Eastern Conference exec said he was worried Crouse 
will end up in Tampa -- because he believes that’s the kind of player the 
Lightning are looking for. (Both are lefty shots.) 

Kane undoubtedly believes a strong run on a contender will be beneficial 
for him. Might take a couple days, but we’re getting closer to a decision. 
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32 THOUGHTS 

1. Holland all but confirmed what we’d heard last weekend, that 
Edmonton is not interested in dealing its 2022 first-round pick. He’d said 
earlier this season he would move the first if the Oilers were in a strong 
contender position, but that’s not the case right now. I think he’d need to 
believe they’d be picking somewhere around 25th or later, or be getting a 
good player with term, before reconsidering. The Oilers will lose a 
second- or a third-rounder to Chicago from the Duncan Keith deal, and 
their fourth went to New Jersey for Dmitry Kulikov. 

Why Holland won’t trade first round picks or top prospects for help this 
year 

2. When it comes to Kane’s termination grievance, there’s quiet 
confidence from the NHL/San Jose on one side, and Kane’s 
representatives/the NHLPA in the other corner. There are lawyers who 
like the NHL’s argument because it’s not Kane’s first violation, but also 
those who don’t think the case is strong enough. I’ve learned never to 
guess what an arbitrator will do, but almost everybody said there’s strong 
incentive for a settlement. When the extreme options are a win or a loss 
of $23M to either side, it’s quite a risk. 

3. Major reason the NHLPA had to appeal this one: if it didn’t, any 
protocol violation could be grounds for contract termination. 

Remaining Time -3:41 

Evander Kane will have some suitors if he becomes free agent 

4. There was some speculation that the Sharks would use the cleared 
cap room (at least for now) to lock-up Tomas Hertl long-term. All 
research indicates that leap is premature at this time. 

5. Two teams you are going to hear in almost every trade rumour: 
Carolina and Colorado. 

6. Marek mentioned Anaheim, Los Angeles and St. Louis in deep on 
Jakob Chychrun last weekend. All of those make sense, but that contract 
is right in the Hurricanes’ wheelhouse. Some teams also believe Arizona 
prefers the Eastern Conference, if possible. 

7. It’s five in-person interviews remaining to determine the next GM of the 
Vancouver Canucks. Among the finalists are Pittsburgh’s Patrik Allvin, 
and Scott Mellanby, who recently resigned after almost 10 seasons in 
Montreal. 

8. Montreal is paring down its list, while Anaheim isn’t that far along. The 
Ducks are casting a wide net -- along with at least three internal 
candidates (Martin Madden, Dave Nonis, Jeff Solomon). 

9. When Los Angeles announced Marc Bergevin’s hiring, one source 
warned against “making what you think are logical assumptions.” Then 
came news (from John Hoven) that Kings GM Rob Blake is closing in on 
an extension. This does not preclude Bergevin from chasing open GM 
spots, and it allows him to keep his finger on the pulse. If nothing 
materializes, we’ll see how his role evolves. 

10. Bob Clarke dropped bombs on Cam Janssen and Andy Strickland’s 
podcast, taking a big run at former Philadelphia GM Ron Hextall. If 
anything, that confirmed the huge divide between Hextall and the Flyers’ 
alumni -- a power struggle that played a major factor in Hextall’s firing. 
My main takeaway from the timing of Clarke’s comments is that the heat 
is on, and Comcast is deciding what direction the team should go. Clarke 
would want current GM Chuck Fletcher to rebuild the team if that’s the 
chosen path. By taking this route, he’s trying to make sure that happens. 
He’d do anything to defend someone he likes. 

11. Asked about Clarke’s comments, one scout laughed, “It was 
Heiskanen, not Makar. Close enough.” 

12. It’s been too long, but love doing games in Philadelphia. You’ll 
remember that when Patrick Kane scored to win the 2010 Stanley Cup, 
no one realized it was in. I was working rinkside then, standing in the 
Zamboni area with a monitor. As I watched the replay, several fans 
started yelling, “Is it in? Is it a goal?” When I nodded and said yes, what 
followed was some of the loudest, most creative swearing ever heard on 
Earth. The passion was amazing. Their love for the Flyers, both past and 
present. 

Philadelphia’s upcoming scouting meetings are going to be intense. 
There will be deep conversations about both personnel and on-ice 
direction. However, it sure seems like the organization needs to work on 
something else -- re-engaging history. I couldn’t believe how many angry 
direct messages filled my inbox because what would have been Ed 
Snider’s 89th birthday was not recognized during last Thursday’s game 
against Pittsburgh. That follows many of those same fans feeling last 
November’s Flyers Hall of Fame induction was mishandled. There’s work 
to do here. 

13. There hasn’t been a ton of trade talk because of COVID and cap 
constraints. That’s going to change in the next week or so. We are in 
scouting-meeting season, so targets will be identified. As one exec 
laughed, “Time to start reporting which scouts are in attendance.” 

14. As Boston welcomes back Tuukka Rask, wonder if Max Domi makes 
any sense for the Bruins. 

15. My sense on Dallas and John Klingberg has to do with Jamie Benn 
and Tyler Seguin. Klingberg will be 30 in August. Benn was 28 when his 
eight-year, $76M contract kicked in. Seguin was approaching 28 when 
his eight-year, $78.8M deal took effect. No one questions their will and/or 
desire to play. They’ve battled through a ton. Benn is still a monster when 
his body allows it. Seguin is still a dangerous offensive player when his 
body allows it. But I do think Dallas’ decision to not extend Klingberg has 
a lot to do with the injuries and body wear suffered by those two players. 
I’m not even convinced they were ridiculously far apart in discussions. 
But it got to a point where the gap couldn’t be bridged. 

16. Many of you will read that and say, “Sound business decision.” No 
one should expect Klingberg to feel the same. When you’ve given 500 
games to the team that drafted you, you’re hoping for a permanent 
marriage. It’s hard when you realize it’s extremely unlikely to happen. My 
guess is this plays out towards the trade deadline. If Dallas is a threat, 
how do they deal him without making themselves worse? 

17. One of the reasons the Stars were so furious at the end of Saturday’s 
2-1 loss to St. Louis: the bench was told Miro Heiskanen went down in 
the corner because he toe-picked on the 1-1 goal, not because he was 
held. 

18. Anaheim claimed Lucas Elvenes on unconditional waivers from 
Vegas. Elvenes’ contract was to be terminated, and it was reported he 
had an offer in Sweden. I can’t find another example of such a player 
being taken. It’s an interesting play, because Elvenes has some fans who 
think he’s a bit of a sleeper. (EDIT: Thank you to readers Brian La Rose 
and Christian Pagnani, who pointed out Edmonton claimed goalie Niko 
Hovinen off unconditional waivers from Philadelphia, in 2013. Memory is 
the first thing to go when you get old.) 

19. Detroit GM Steve Yzerman had a great line when newly hired Nicklas 
Lidstrom said, “I’m really excited to have this opportunity to join the team 
again, or the organization again, I should say.” Yzerman replied, “We can 
do the team thing too, if you want to talk about that.” 

The most open-minded thing about Lidstrom’s hiring is that he’s staying 
in Sweden. Someone will tell me if I’m wrong, but I don’t recall anyone 
with such a high-level title as Vice-President of Hockey Operations of an 
NHL team based overseas. But when you can employ Lidstrom’s brain, 
you make concessions. There were some real good questions and 
answers in this availability. Lidstrom was asked if he thought of himself 
as GM somewhere down the road, and replied, “I haven’t thought that 
long-term at all.” 

20. Yzerman was asked about all of the 2002 Stanley Cup Red Wings 
who have stayed in the game. “Don’t think I’m really surprised,” he said. 
“The majority of that group was really into hockey…You really have to 
love the game to be a part of it.” Kelly Hrudey tells a great story about 
Wayne Gretzky asking Kings’ players who their next five games were 
against. There’s definitely something to it. 

21. These decisions aren’t easy in the craziness that is COVID, but it was 
weird to see Philadelphia practising Tuesday morning. The Hurricanes 
were steaming, as they were in town to play the Flyers, only to have it 
postponed less than 24 hours before puck drop. They wanted to practice 
themselves before going home in the afternoon, but Wells Fargo Arena 
was already converted to the basketball floor. My general rule in 
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predicting games is if you have 16 skaters, you’re going to play. Not this 
time. 

22. Agent Ritch Winter, who represents former Flame Mark Giordano and 
current one Andrew Mangiapane, had some interesting comments 
Monday on Sportsnet 960 with Eric Francis. Asked if he could see a 
situation where Calgary tries to re-acquire its former captain from Seattle, 
Winter replied, “I certainly think there’s a possibility…But that’s not 
something we control.” He added that he and Kraken GM Ron Francis 
have discussed Giordano’s future, but the defender’s $6.75M cap hit 
means any move might occur closer to the deadline. As for Mangiapane, 
Winter said his advice “would be to do a short-term deal…and then look 
at the landscape.” The winger can be an unrestricted free agent in July 
2023. 

23. Some teams have an idea of their new schedules. (Calgary GM Brad 
Treliving told Sportsnet 960’s Pat Steinberg that the Flames haven’t seen 
theirs.) But it sounds like there will be action on Monday, Feb. 7, two 
days after All-Star. 

24. All-Star is still a go. The four captains (as selected by fan vote), the 
other 36 players and 32 “Last Men In” candidates will be announced 
Thursday at 6:45pm ET on Sportsnet. Voting for that category closes 
Jan. 17. 

25. Winnipeg looked at the possibility of three home games in 
Saskatoon: this coming Saturday (which would have been against 
Ottawa), Jan. 25 (Florida) and Jan. 27 (Vancouver). There were several 
zoom meetings and conversations about what it would take, but there 
wasn’t enough momentum. For one thing, the Jets may have been 
responsible to pay for extra travel or arena upgrades (such as replay 
facilities). For another, Saskatchewan’s chief medical officer, Dr. Saqib 
Shahab, said “this is not the time for any gatherings” the day the story 
broke. Look what’s happening with Novak Djokovic right now in Australia. 
No one who can approve such a move wants responsibility if the bleep 
hits the fan. 

26. I didn’t mind the Jets searching for alternatives. What I see in that 
attempt is recognition that the Canadian teams are very concerned about 
financial damage, and that the rest of the league is, too. (It affects 
players as well, since it alters the payback schedule of money owed to 
the owners from last season.) Games on both sides of the border that 
were postponed between Christmas and New Year’s are some of 
highest-revenue earners of the season. I did ask if there was any talk of 
Canadian teams temporarily moving their home bases to the US, and 
was told “no” as of the end of last week. One exec asked if divorce-
lawyer retainers would be included in per diems. 

27. Who knows how things are going to look when the trade deadline hits 
69 days from now (nice!), but at least one US-based rental has indicated 
at this time he won’t go to Canada under the current setup. 

28. The Canadian women’s Olympic Team was named Tuesday 
afternoon, while the men are about a week away. It appears there is 
good news: that players on NHL contracts who are back in junior (Mason 
McTavish, for example) should be allowed to play. However, those in the 
AHL (Cole Perfetti) won’t. I heard Hockey Canada looked at some 
NHLers who weren’t getting a ton of playing time (Ottawa’s Michael del 
Zotto would be one) but that was forbidden. 

29. One person very happy to watch Bruce Boudreau’s early Vancouver 
success is Russ Courtnall. Courtnall, who played 1,029 NHL games, 
attended his first training camp in 1983, months after being drafted by 
Toronto. That was Boudreau’s eighth and final season in the Maple 
Leafs’ organization, although he’d only play in AHL St. Catharines that 
year. 

“I think they put me next to him in the dressing room on purpose,” 
Courtnall said Monday. “You know how it is in training camp. The Maple 
Leafs dress in their dressing room, while the rookies and minor-league 
veterans are across the hall. That’s where I was, and everyone in there 
wants to get to the other room.” Courtnall said there was no physical 
hazing, but some of the veterans tried to make life uncomfortable for him. 
“Bruce was so good for me. He’d tell me to ignore those guys. I don’t 
remember the names of any of the a--holes, but I sure remember Bruce.” 

30. One of Marek’s crazy ideas is growing on me -- that a power play 
should be over if a shorthanded goal is scored. A true “penalty kill,” if you 

will. There’ve been two recent situations. On Dec. 19, Winnipeg led St. 
Louis 3-1 when Jordan Binnington took a delay-of-game penalty with 
6:24 remaining in regulation. Niko Mikkola scored shorthanded 52 
seconds later to cut it to 3-2. However, Paul Stastny countered at 14:44, 
giving the Jets a 4-2 win. 

It’s a different -- and more exciting -- finish if Mikkola’s goal puts 
everyone back at five-on-five. Last Thursday, in that terrific Florida/Dallas 
game, the Panthers’ Maxim Mamin took a hooking penalty with six 
seconds remaining in the first period. Aleksander Barkov scored 
shorthanded early in the second to put Florida ahead 2-1, but Denis 
Gurianov tied it on the same power play. Much more time on the clock, 
but you get the idea. Marek is generally insane, but this is good. 

31. Every expansion market needs people outside of the broadcast team 
who are willing to talk hockey. Brian Blessing definitely did that in Vegas 
(and beforehand in Buffalo). The outpouring of emotion for him says 
everything we need to know. Big loss for the hockey community. 

32. From 1975-2006, Darwin Semotiuk and Larry Haylor coached football 
at Western. The Mustangs won 249 games and four Vanier Cups under 
their leadership. (Semotiuk eventually became athletic director.) I’ve said 
many times how beneficial covering the NBA Raptors was for me, but I 
truly began to learn at Western. 

You can divide people into two camps: those who figure it out in high 
school and those who don’t. I definitely am the latter; still laughing about 
my teenage cluelessness. It was with my great co-workers at Western’s 
student newspaper, The Gazette, this phase of my life began. Where I 
learned to interview, to write, to navigate locker rooms, to understand 
how your words affect others and recognize the consequences for it. 

Semotiuk loved telling a story about his first Vanier in 1976, how they 
were in trouble at the half against Acadia and saved by Western students 
storming the field -- providing coaches and players extra time to make 
defensive adjustments that led to victory. 

The first thing I remember about Haylor was one of the rare times he 
called me, wanting a story because he was upset a defensive lineman 
named Chris Walker was not selected in the CFL draft. He felt Walker 
was the kind of player a Canadian league should be investing in. Another 
time, I quoted an NFL scout saying wide receiver Tyrone Williams had 
good size and Haylor said I should have asked what “great size” is for a 
wide receiver, because Williams is six-foot-six. 

There are a lot of administrators, coaches and players I thought about 
this week as Semotiuk and Haylor, both 76, died two days apart: Chris 
Bean, Craig Boydell, Warren Bullock, Brad Campbell, Karen Danylchuk, 
Glenn Eastland, Darryl and Duane Forde, Pat Gallo, Peter Glaab, Doug 
Hayes, Todd Humphrey, Pete Jeffrey, Catherine Jonkhans, Mike Kelly, 
Mike Koladich, John Leclair (the quarterback, not the Flyer), Rich Leslie, 
Ildi Lubke, Pat Mahon, Greg Marshall, Barry Martinelli, Michelle 
Mommersteeg, Brendan Noonan, John Stiefelmayer, Tim Tindale, Helen 
and Peter Vandebovenkamp, Tyrone Williams. Undoubtedly, I’m 
forgetting some. A lot of memories where life really began for me. 
Semotiuk and Haylor taught me a ton, and I’m forever grateful. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Holland leaves lots to be desired surrounding Oilers' 
pursuit of Evander Kane 

Remaining Time -1:24 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — Ken Holland won’t be firing Dave Tippett, but he will be 
taking a run at Evander Kane, having spoken already with Kane’s agent 
Dan Milstein. 
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The former stance is pragmatic, patient. All about not reacting to a bad 
six weeks after two-plus seasons of improvement; about building 
something with legs. 

The other? Knee-jerk and short-sighted. Weak-willed temptation from the 
oiliest pages of the pro sports playbook. 

It’s an interesting dichotomy, a veteran general manager who has 
witnessed the instability caused by coaching turnover. A GM who can tell 
you, “There have been seven coaches here in 10 years. You can’t just 
keep whipping through coaches.” Yet, Holland is a man who has watched 
Evander Kane burn through bridges across the NHL for over a decade, 
and is wooed by the six-foot-two, 210-pound winger who can score, fight 
and make your team better in-game. 

On one front, Holland is conservative. On the other, he’s willing to take a 
chance that three of his colleagues have taken, and walked away with 
third-degree burns. 

“When the situation doesn’t work out somewhere else, to give someone 
an opportunity? Do I believe in it?” Holland asked, by way of clarifying the 
question. “The answer is yes.” 

That, of course, does not come close to satisfying the questions 
surrounding the pursuit of Evander Kane. 

Please, don’t make the mistake of comparing Holland’s interest in Kane 
to the time he gave Dan Cleary one final chance, and was rewarded with 
a sturdy role player and excellent person. Cleary’s issues were personal. 
Much like Zack Kassian, those players lived destructive off-ice lives due 
to substance or alcohol abuse that did not allow them to be the player 
everyone knew they could be. 

Both took their “last chance” and made good, conquering their demons 
and resurrecting their NHL careers. Bravo. 

“I believe in second chances,” Holland said Tuesday, in reference to 
Kane. 

Hey, who doesn’t? You’d have to be a real dour soul to deny a fellow 
human being a second chance. 

Remaining Time -3:49 

Does Evander Kane deserve another chance with a new NHL team? 

Craig MacTavish needed a second chance after making one horrible 
mistake that landed him in a Massachusetts prison. He became a pillar in 
the community (and a very good hockey player) — a gleaming example 
of how a “second chance” can turn out. 

Evander Kane, however, is not any of those people. 

Kane’s indiscretions have hurt others — mostly women — and not just 
himself. And he’s made them over and over again. 

The subject of multiple court complaints surrounding the physical 
mistreatment of women, Kane has not been found guilty by the courts in 
these matters. He did fake a vaccine card while with the San Jose 
Sharks only this season however, and earned a reputation in Winnipeg of 
high roller who refused to tip when comped, or would simply walk out on 
tabs. 

Was it industry hearsay? OK, then why always Kane, and not Mark 
Scheifele or Dustin Byfuglien? 

Why did the Jets dressing room reject Kane? Then the Sabres? Then the 
Sharks? 

A forged vaccine card is the 2022 tell-all sign of what kind of person he 
truly is. Team rules are for everyone else, but not for Kane. 

In short, Kane is the Antonio Brown of the NHL. An awful teammate, in 
the ultimate team game. 

Remaining Time -3:40 

‘You can’t keep whipping through coaches’ Oilers’ Holland standing by 
Tippett 

Holland looks at the player and reminds himself that when San Jose 
acquired him at the Trade Deadline on an expiring contract, Kane had 9-
5-14 in 17 stretch-run games, and another four playoff goals. 

On a short leash, maybe Kane can remain house trained and help you 
win. But the moment the Sharks signed him long-term, he began peeing 
anywhere and everywhere he wanted around Chez Sharks. 

Which tells us that he is smart enough to know how to fit in, and talented 
enough to make your team better on the ice. 

What everyone in the industry realizes, however, is that the selfish have 
a timeline on any personal constraint. After a period of fitting in as a 
regular, cooperative member of any team or society, that person will 
reward themself with a return to becoming who they really are: 

Selfish, selfish, selfish. 

The man is 30 years old. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

So, go ahead. Tell yourself it will be different in Edmonton. That the 
player is worth it, the way Sharks head coach Peter DeBoer — a smart, 
perceptive and experienced head coach — did upon Kane’s signing in 
2018. 

“You don’t find guys like this unless you’re picking in the top three, four 
guys in the draft, and no one wants to be there,” DeBoer said that day. 
“When you’re signing free agents, especially elite players and guys that 
are going to play huge roles for you, you really want to know about them 
as much as possible. And you really don’t know a player until you stand 
behind the bench and are around them every day. So that was a nice 
luxury to have. I think we all felt comfortable that this was a guy that 
could help us win.” 

Today, their dressing room having rejected the player, the Sharks are in 
a legal battle to nullify Kane’s contract. 

So go ahead. Get in line behind Doug Wilson, behind the Buffalo Sabres, 
behind the Winnipeg Jets. Behind the casino that fronted Kane all that 
dough. Behind all those restauranteurs that watched him walk. 

Give Evander Kane a fifth or sixth chance. 

Just don’t tell us you are giving him a second chance. 

Because he’s already burned through a stack of those. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Can Evander Kane or John Klingberg be a fit for Maple 
Leafs? 

 

Luke Fox January 11, 2022, 8:27 AM 

 

If one were to whittle the Toronto Maple Leafs’ dream wish list to two 
positions that could most benefit from an upgrade in advance of the trade 
deadline, they would be top-six left wing and top-four right defenceman. 

Well, a newsy weekend has plopped one of each on the market — albeit 
under vastly different circumstances. 

The San Jose Sharks chopped ties with high-scoring power forward 
Evander Kane, who, from a salary-cap perspective, instantly becomes 
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more attractive as a free agent without a $7-million hit. (A filed grievance 
for Kane’s terminated contract awaits.) 

And it came to light that stud blueliner and impending UFA John 
Klingberg feels so underappreciated in Dallas that he’d be willing to 
change his address if an extension cannot be worked out with the Stars. 

“It's not like I've been going out there and asking, 'I want to get traded 
now,' or something like that,” Klingberg told reporters. “It's something 
that's been going on with the negotiations and stuff like that.” 

Bottom line: A couple of excellent, proven talents that meet Toronto 
needs are available. Both come with complications, however. 

Is there a fit? 

Let’s start with Kane, the hottest and most immediate subject here. 

As of Monday evening, more than 15 of the league’s teams have 
expressed some level of interest in becoming the 30-year-old sniper’s 
fourth NHL franchise, we can report, and Kane’s preference, naturally, 
would be to sign with a contender. 

The Leafs are a contender. 

Kane’s agent, Dan Milstein, will neither confirm nor deny Toronto’s 
interest in Kane. 

But GM Kyle Dubas has never been afraid to take a low-risk flyer on 
castoff skill. Last season, left wing Alex Galchenyuk was scooped up 
midseason and given a shot to create offence with the Leafs’ best 
forwards. 

Provided Kane is under contract by March 21, he’s eligible for the 
playoffs. 

On the ice, we’re taking about a two-time 30-goal man who hits and 
fights and led all Sharks in scoring last season (49 points in 56 games). 

Off the ice, we’re talking about a strong and controversial personality who 
was banned the from playing the first 21 games of this season for 
submitting a fake vaccination card and, according to the Sharks, recently 
broke COVID-19 protocol again when he was down with the AHL 
Barracuda. 

“You really gotta weigh it carefully. It’s one of those things that can be 
great or can be horrific. So, you really gotta do your homework,” Leafs 
ambassador Curtis Joseph told Real Kyper and Bourne Monday. 

“When you have strong leadership, it doesn’t matter who’s coming in that 
room: they’re going to be part of the program, or they’re going to sit. And 
guys don’t want to sit.” 

Due to Toronto’s limited projected cap space ($62,160, per 
CapFriendly.com) and the risk of disrupting a tightly bonded room, we 
don’t love the match here. 

If Dubas isn’t calling, he’s not doing his job. 

But we imagine a contender more desperate for scoring, and eager to 
give its power play a jolt, having a better shot of winning the bid for 
Kane’s redemption tour. 

Klingberg piques our interest much more, and there is time to let his 
situation play out. 

For one, Stars GM Jim Nill hasn’t hung a for-sale sign just yet. Dallas 
ranks 16th in points percentage (.563) and he’ll need to decide soon 
enough whether to chase a playoff spot with an inconsistent squad. 

The later Dubas waits to add to his cap, the better for the accounting 
department, and we know the executive will spend big and get creative to 
secure a desired target (see: Foligno, Nick). 

Klingberg’s cap hit ($4.25 million) is a bargain for what he brings: 52 
games of playoff experience in which he’s put up 34 points; good size (6-
foot-3, 190 pounds); and the ability to munch 22 minutes a night. 

The rental market won’t bring many defencemen of Klingberg’s calibre, 
and it is no secret Dubas would like to upgrade either Justin Holl or 
Travis Dermott from his right side. Klingberg’s speed, poise and hockey 
sense could complement Jake Muzzin nicely. 

There may be a fit, but it’s not perfect. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

If (when?) Nill does pull the trigger on a Klingberg rental, you’d have to 
believe he’d fetch a first-round pick plus much more. 

These types of deals incentivize the seller to find a buyer willing to offer 
the player an extension, and Klingberg was said to be eyeing eight years 
at $8 million annually on his next deal. 

That doesn’t make much sense for the Maple Leafs, who have two 
power-play quarterbacks (Morgan Rielly and Rasmus Sandin) they love 
under club control. Klingberg’s greatest asset may be in 5-on-4 
situations, and he thrives jumping up in the play. 

As much as the Swede would immediately improve Toronto’s D corps, 
we envision Klingberg going to a more aggressive bidder while Dubas 
settles for a gritty and less expensive stay-at-home option at the 
deadline. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.12.2022 

1197197 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Are the Penguins as strong as their last stretch of play 
shows? 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins' winning streak may have come to an end 
Saturday against the Dallas Stars, but it made quite the impact — pulling 
Pittsburgh up the standings into the fourth seed of the Metropolitan 
Division, with three games in hand on two of the teams slotted ahead of 
them. 

This team could have a lot riding on this season. Obviously, they’re going 
to want to maximize the group around Sidney Crosby as long as they 
can. But their contract situation moving forward is going to be tricky to 
navigate with so many key players hitting unrestricted free agency — 
from Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang to Evan Rodrigues, Jeff Carter, Zach 
Aston-Reese, and Bryan Rust, among others. 

With so few players signed for 2022-23, there’s pressure on this year. 
So, did that 10-game winning streak and their overall play to this point 
indicate that it’s worth it to go all in? 

A quick gut check is taking a glance at even strength expected goal 
differential over a winning streak: were the Penguins lucky, or were they 
maintaining a high level of play over that stretch of games? Sometimes, 
when a team goes on a run, their level of play diminishes along the way 
and adjustments aren’t made because of their record. That wasn’t the 
case for this team, as they were the better team by that metric in all but 
one game ahead of their loss in Dallas (where they also were not the 
better even strength team). 

Those numbers aren’t just strong across their last 10 games, either. 
There’s a lot below the surface pointing to some season-wide success. 

The Penguins aren’t the stingiest team at the blue line, but despite not 
denying entries against at the highest rate at even strength, they still get 
to work in their own end. Even though their opponents often can enter 
the zone, they don’t always generate offence in transition, as Pittsburgh 
ranks highly in how they limit slot chances against off the rush. 

But what’s impressive is that they also don’t allow much off the cycle, 
either. Only the Hurricanes allow a lower rate of 5-on-5 chances from the 
slot than the Penguins’ 5.11 per 60, in those situations. And they don’t 
allow many opponents to just rip shots from the slot without some 
pressure. Nor do they let teams generate many rebound attempts from 
that area of the ice, either. 
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That’s why teams aren’t expected to score against the Penguins at a high 
rate; they concede just 2.34 expected goals against per 60, the fifth-best 
rate in the league. And that high level of play in their own end translates 
to the penalty kill, too — ranking third in xG rate against while short-
handed. 

That helps insulate their goaltenders enough, who have responded well 
to that workload — especially Tristan Jarry. 

And on the flip side, there’s their play on the other end of the ice. The 
Penguins are able to take pucks away and transition the other way to get 
out of danger. Plus, they recover dump-ins against at a high rate, and 
often exit from there. 

Sometimes, that sparks an odd-man rush for which Pittsburgh generates 
one of the highest rates of. They’re actually one of the best 5-on-5 teams 
on the rush, creating the fourth-best rate of slot chances for. What makes 
them especially dangerous is that opponents don’t just have to defend 
against one type of offensive generation. The Penguins are multi-
dimensional and also push the pace of play off the cycle too. 

All together, between all of their attacking approaches, they’re among the 
league-leaders in shot volume and quality. And that slot chance 
generation also stems from their ability to move the puck to the slot. It 
brings Pittsburgh to 3.05 expected goals for per 60, which ranks third in 
the league behind only Florida and Toronto. Their actual results are 
actually slightly behind expectations — shooting talent and opposing 
goaltenders are the equalizers above all else — but the fact that there’s 
this high level of pressure offensively bodes well for long-term success. 

Already, the Penguins are getting offence from players like Crosby and 
Jake Guentzel, as expected. Rust and Carter are two key contributors, as 
is Rodrigues, whose breakout season puts him at an impressive 15 goals 
and 30 points in 34 games. Plus, there’s Letang’s 28 points from the blue 
line. 

It translates to both even-strength play and the man-advantage, where 
the team is sixth in offensive generation in terms of expected goals for. 

All of this is to show that the Penguins, even though they missed their 
captain for 12 games to start the season, are a legitimate threat to 
contend once again this season. 

And there’s still reinforcements on the way, once Jason Zucker and 
Malkin return to play. 

So while the Penguins may not have too many more kicks at the can with 
this group of players given their long-term contract situation, they 
legitimately could have a chance this season if they continue to build on 
their success so far. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Report: Coyotes do not currently have enough votes to 
approve new arena 

 

Sportsnet Staff 

 

The Arizona Coyotes reportedly do not currently have the requisite votes 
in the Tempe city council to approve their new $1.7-billion arena and 
entertainment district, according to Craig Morgan of PHNX Sports, 
casting a new shadow of uncertainty over the team's ambitions to secure 
a long-term home. 

The proposal did manage to survive a recent executive session in 
December, Morgan noted. There are currently only three yes votes for 
the project, with two no votes and two that are undecided. 

The undecided votes are believed to be leaning towards no after the 
Coyotes' failures to pay taxes and bills were brought to light by reporting 
from Katie Strang of The Athletic, a shortcoming the franchise attributed 
to "human error," though it remains possible council members' stance 
could change before an official vote is held. 

Publicly, Tempe's city council has not expressed an opinion on the 
project proposal, nor has a potential date to vote on the proposal been 
determined. 

In September of 2021, the Coyotes proposed the $1.7-billion 
development in Tempe, a city just east of Phoenix, that included a 
hockey arena, restaurants, shops and apartments on a 46-acre tract of 
land near the city's downtown. 

The team said the arena would be funded by private investors, but would 
seek city sales tax revenues to help pay for $200 million in additional 
costs, including infrastructure work. 

The city of Tempe said the evaluation process would take several 
months and will include extensive examinations, with opportunities for 
community feedback. It is not clear at this time how far along in that 
process the city is. 

The Coyotes had been leasing Gila River Arena on an annual basis since 
the Glendale City Council voted to opt out of a multimillion-dollar long-
term deal in 2016. Glendale announced recently that it will not renew its 
agreement with the franchise beyond the 2021-22 season. 

The Coyotes have played at Gila River Arena since moving from America 
West Arena, which they shared with the NBA’s Phoenix Suns, in 
downtown Phoenix in 2003. 

The saga over where the Coyotes will next call home has been rife with 
unexpected turns, including the emergence of rumours that the team 
could be made for sale and relocated to Houston, which ownership 
unequivocally dispelled. 

“This is false," the team's statement read. "Totally false. We’re not 
selling. We’re not moving. The Coyotes are 100 per cent committed to 
playing in Arizona.” 
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TSN.CA / Despite Saturday's self-critique, Campbell proving he can 
handle workload 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held an optional skate at T-Mobile Arena on Tuesday ahead of tonight’s 
game against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Jack Campbell faced a season-high 49 shots on Saturday in Colorado, 
but still gave the Leafs a great opportunity to steal a couple points 
against the surging Avalanche. The goalie, however, didn't see it that 
way.  

  "If I play up to my standard, we win that game every time," a downcast 
Campbell said following the 5-4 overtime loss.  

  Early in his career, Campbell let losses linger and struggled to ride the 
emotional waves that come during a lengthy season. Despite Saturday's 
self-critique, coach Sheldon Keefe believes Campbell has made 
"tremendous progress" in this area.  

  "Regardless of how he answers questions, the proof is when he's in the 
net," Keefe said. "He's just even keel. He just goes out and prepares for 
the next day and comes back and is ready to play. He was outstanding 
the other night in Colorado ... He has been great all season and Colorado 
was no different."  

  Campbell will be back between the pipes on Tuesday against the 
division-leading Knights. It will be the Michigan native's 26th start of the 
season, which matches his previous career high in the National Hockey 
League. Campbell played 22 games last season and would've logged 
even more minutes, but missed time due to a nagging leg injury.   
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  "The big question coming in for him was could he stay healthy and he's 
done a great job of that," Keefe said. "Players get hurt all the time and 
things happen, but despite the workload there hasn't been a time where 
he's felt unable to practise or sore or anything like that. It's been really 
good. We've managed his workload on some practice days, but that's 
just preventative more than anything." 

  Campbell, who turned 30 on Sunday, established himself as an NHL 
starter last season posting a 17-3-2 record and .921 save percentage. 
He's been even better this season. Campbell is 17-5-3 and will set a new 
career high with a win in Vegas. Despite allowing five goals on Saturday, 
Campbell's save percentage remains a sparkling .936.  

  "He and the medical team have found a real nice groove and our 
strength and conditioning team has done a terrific job of helping him," 
Keefe said. "He's in a good place with his body and managing this very 
well. We've had a significant break and light schedule here so all those 
things combined have got him feeling good." 

Despite Saturday's self-critique, Campbell proving he can handle 
workload 

Jack Campbell was hard on himself after the Maple Leafs loss to the 
Avalanche on Saturday, but his teammates and coach know their 
goaltender did more than enough in that game and this season to get 
Toronto where they are. 

--- 

  Campbell's performance has been magnified, because of how little 
newcomer Petr Mrazek has played.  

  "We went into this season thinking we'd have two goaltenders we would 
be able to rely upon on any given night," Keefe said. "It hasn't worked out 
that way but, fortunately for us, Jack's been rolling. It's worked out as a 
positive in Jack's case, because he's taken the ball and run with it and 
built momentum and built confidence in his own game and found a 
rhythm and a groove and then, at the same time, our team has grown 
confidence in Jack."  

  Mrazek, who has been dealing with a groin injury basically all season, 
will get the start on Wednesday in Arizona. It will be his fourth game with 
the Leafs and first since Dec. 11.  

  "It is sort of like a new season for him," said Keefe. "It's been so long 
since he's played. We had a pre-season type of feel before coming out 
on this road trip. He should very much be looking at it like a fresh start. 
Our schedule is going to heat up eventually. It's light right now and will 
be, for the most part, through the rest of the month, but it is going to heat 
up down the stretch for sure. We have a ton of hockey to play down the 
stretch and we're going to need Petr."  

  The Leafs have played just 33 games this season. Only Colorado, 
Boston, Dallas, Ottawa and the New York Islanders have played fewer 
games. 

  --- 

  Right winger Ondrej Kase appears poised to return to the lineup.  

  "He seems good to the point where he didn't feel the need to skate this 
morning," Keefe said. "He's confident he'll be able to play tonight, but it is 
one of those injuries that could flare up at any time so we'll have an extra 
forward in warm-up and make a decision at that time." 

  Brett Seney, who played six minutes and 52 seconds in Saturday's 
game, didn't stay out late at the morning skate and appears to be on 
standby if Kase has a setback.  

  Kase missed two games after tweaking something in the gym last week. 
He skated on the top line and top power-play unit at Monday's practice.  

'Buzzsaw' Kase proving to be the perfect addition for Leafs 

Jason Spezza and head coach Sheldon Keefe credit Ondrej Kase for the 
hard work he's put in for the Leafs this season, and discuss how much he 
has helped the team all over the ice. 'No matter where he is in the lineup, 
guys are happy to have him along their side', Keefe explained, and it's 
led to a ton of success early on in Toronto. 

--- 

  Keefe likes the way defenceman Justin Holl is trending.  

  "I've been really happy with Justin Holl's game since we've come back 
from this break," Keefe said. "Nobody's going to play a perfect game, 
especially with the challenging minutes that those guys take and the 
roles they play at five-on-five and on the penalty kill. Those are tough 
minutes against very good players, but I've seen great progress in Holl's 
game and that's a real positive, obviously, for him and that pairing and 
our team in general." 

  Per NaturalStatTrick, Holl (62.8) and partner Jake Muzzin (63.1) rank 
second and third on the Leafs in expected goals for percentage since the 
calendar flipped to 2022. Holl has played in all three games since the 
Leafs resumed their schedule while Muzzin has been in two.  

  "It's only been a couple games since we've been back, but I feel like 
we've been pretty good," Holl said. "There's plays you'd like to make 
differently in every game so I don't think I'm playing perfect hockey by 
any sense, but I think we're on the right track. We're tilting the ice in our 
favour on most nights."   

  Keefe acknowledged that Muzzin, who was on the ice for three 
Avalanche goals on Saturday, has been a bit rusty in the two games 
since coming out of COVID protocol.  

Leafs' Holl makes 'great progress'; partnership with Muzzin 'on the right 
track' 

Justin Holl talks about being reunited with Jake Muzzin on the Maple 
Leafs blue line and their play as of late. Sheldon Keefe says he really 
likes what he's seen from Holl over the Maple Leafs last few games. 

--- 

  Holl is one of a handful of Leafs players, who hasn't been in COVID 
protocol this season.  

  "We got four or five players who haven't got it yet," the Minnesota native 
noted. "It's one of those deals where you're pretty much powerless. If 
you're going to get it, you're going to get it … I'm just cruising and we'll 
see what happens."  

  Is there any trepidation when the daily test results come in?  

  "I really don't think about it day to day, but you do think about it long-
term," Holl said. "Like, I'd hate to get it at a really bad time." 

  Mitch Marner and Pierre Engvall remain in COVID protocol and will miss 
a second straight game.  

  The Golden Knights are tied with the Anaheim Ducks for the most 
games played this season (38), but Vegas has still been impacted by the 
pandemic. In fact, it's unclear who may be available for them in 
Thursday's game.  

    This is an optional skate but I wonder if there are some testing results 
the Golden Knights are waiting on ahead of tonight's game against the 
Maple Leafs. 

    Pete DeBoer said as much yesterday. 

    — David Schoen    (@DavidSchoenLVRJ) January 11, 2022 

--- 

  After dealing with the high-octane Avalanche on Saturday, the Leafs are 
expecting a similar challenge on Tuesday in Vegas.  

  "They're really good on the rush," Holl noted. "Similar to Colorado, 
they're at the top of the league in rush chances for and they're also good 
at defending the rush." 

  Colorado and Vegas both get a lot of offence from their defence. Vegas 
led the NHL last season in goals from defencemen (36) and currently 
rank second in that category (26 goals) behind the Avalanche (35). 

  "A lot of similarities in their offensive game on the rush and things we 
saw in Colorado," Keefe observed, "but there are other elements of the 
game that are challenging with their physicality and how hard they play 
as well." 
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  The Knights lead the NHL in blocked shots and will be looking to 
bounce back following a 2-1 loss to the Chicago Blackhawks on 
Saturday. They have a lot of respect for the Leafs.  

  "Their game's real," said coach Peter DeBoer. "When you look at the 
analytics and dive in on them, they're just a really solid hockey team. We 
understand the challenge of playing a really good team like this coming 
in. We have to rise to the occasion." 

  "We enjoy those games," said defenceman Alex Pietrangelo. "We 
certainly play well when we play against teams that are going to test us. 
They're certainly a strong team offensively. Their numbers speak for 
themselves. For us, we've felt like our defensive structure has really 
gotten to that next level and no better way to test it then to play against 
them." 

  The Leafs have scored at least three goals in each of their last 14 
games. Per the Elias Sports Bureau, Toronto has not had a longer streak 
since 1985-86 (16 games). The franchise record is 20 consecutive 
games (1981-82). 

DeBoer says Leafs are legit; Keefe sees similarities between Avs, 
Knights 

Things don't get any easier for the Maple Leafs tonight as they are in Las 
Vegas to face a hungry Golden Knights team that has lost three of the 
last four games. Despite losing their last contest in Colorado, Toronto 
believes the pace and physicality of that game has helped prepare them 
for Vegas. 

--- 

  Projected Leafs lineup for Tuesday's game:  

  Bunting - Matthews - Kase 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Simmonds 

Clifford - Spezza - Ritchie 

  Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Sandin - Dermott 

  Campbell starts 

Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Former NHL off-ice officials allege they were fired for being 
whistle-blowers on racism 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Two former National Hockey League off-ice officials allege in a newly 
filed lawsuit that they were fired for reporting a colleague who used racist 
and sexually charged language for years while working for the league. 

In a lawsuit filed Monday in U.S. District Court for the Middle District of 
Florida, lawyers for David Walkowiak and James Watkins, former crew 
officials who worked for the NHL during Lightning games in Tampa Bay, 
wrote that Walkowiak and Watkins should be rehired by the NHL and 
receive punitive damages for their treatment. 

The amount the two former officials are suing for is not specified. The 
NHL has not filed a statement of defence, and their allegations have not 
been proven in court. An NHL spokesman did not respond to a request 
for comment. 

The legal complaint is similar to another lawsuit filed against the NHL in 
November 2020 by a former NHL official in Tampa who settled his 
wrongful dismissal case with the league last year. 

Walkowiak and Watkins alleged in their wrongful dismissal lawsuit that 
both were fired on Feb. 27, 2020. Watkins had worked for the NHL since 
1998 while Walkowiak was hired in September 2005. 

During their tenure with the NHL, the two former officials alleged that 
colleague Pat DeLorenzo Jr. repeatedly used racist language at work. 

“DeLorenzo made negative racial comments about [NHL] employees, 
including but not limited to [NHL]’s African-American hockey players and 
the African-American veteran, Sonya Bryson-Kirksey, who sings the 
national anthem at Tampa Bay Lightning games at Amalie Arena,” the 
lawsuit alleges. 

Walkowiak and Watkins allege that they reported DeLorenzo's behaviour 
to Ron Brace, the NHL’s former crew chief in Tampa. They allege Brace 
failed to take any action for several years. The lawsuit says the plaintiffs 
reported DeLorenzo's behaviour in November and December 2019. 

“The racial comments were so offensive and so pervasive that [Sullivan] 
began recording DeLorenzo’s racial comments at work,” the lawsuit says. 

Brace told TSN in an interview in November 2020 that he never heard 
DeLorenzo using racist language. 

Besides working for the NHL, DeLorenzo also has worked in a Tampa 
tire and auto shop owned by his family. An employee in that shop told 
TSN on Tuesday that DeLorenzo was not healthy and was not available 
for comment. 

According to the lawsuit, Watkins in December 2019 reported 
DeLorenzo’s alleged behaviour to NHL vice-president of human 
resources Patrice Distler and Katherine Watson, an NHL lawyer. Watkins 
alleged he told the NHL executives that there was video evidence of 
DeLorenzo’s alleged racist statements. 

Distler and Watson later contacted Walkowiak after speaking with 
Watkins, the lawsuit says, adding both plaintiffs were worried they might 
be fired for reporting the incidents. 

 “[Walkowiak and Watkins] knew that a recent previous female off-ice 
official from another city was terminated by [the NHL] shortly after 
reporting sexual harassment at work,” the lawsuit says. 

Both plaintiffs allege that after Distler and Watson promised them that 
they would be protected under the NHL’s whistle-blower policy, the 
league was provided with six recordings of DeLorenzo’s racially 
discriminatory behaviour. 

After the NHL fired Brace and DeLorenzo on Jan. 2, 2020, Walkowiak 
and Watkins were fired on Feb. 27, 2020, for allegedly being involved in 
a group text message thread of DeLorenzo’s years earlier. 

The NHL refused to provide Walkowiak with a copy of the message, the 
lawsuit alleged. 

“Despite Plaintiffs’ opposition and multiple instances of protected activity, 
[the NHL] did nothing to stop the racially discriminatory comments that 
were broadcast to its employees and crew every night on its 
communication system and in the booth shared by the off-ice officials,” 
the lawsuit says. “Instead, only after being confronted with video 
evidence of the wrongful behaviour, [the NHL] terminated DeLorenzo and 
Brace, and then terminated the whistleblowers, including Plaintiffs 
Walkowiak and Watkins.” 
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