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Too rested and too rusty, embarrassed Hurricanes need games to get their groove back

By Luke Decock 

There is such a thing as too much rest. 

A hockey season has a rhythm to it, even in the times when 
it’s uncomfortably busy, the circadian procession of practices 
and games and morning skates, not always predictable in 
the micro but, for seven long months, very much so in the 
macro. 

Interrupt that, and it’s like a record scratch. Everyone’s 
dealing with it because of COVID, so it’s hardly unique to the 
Carolina Hurricanes, but Thursday was a night where it felt 
particularly acute. This was bound to catch up with the 
Hurricanes, and did it ever in a 6-0 loss to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. 

They’ve had as many games postponed in the past 31 days 
(seven) as they’ve actually played, and until Thursday they’d 
won five and gotten a point out of the sixth. But the curious 
late cancellation of Tuesday’s game in Philadelphia and the 
mental wear and tear of traveling for a game that wasn’t 
played appeared to finally push the Hurricanes over the 
edge. 

Or maybe it’s just the inevitable accumulation of all the 
uncertainty. This is a normal schedule for a college player 
like new goalie Jack LaFontaine, but not a pro used to 
grinding it out in January. Not only is it a jarring disruption, 
it’s a bill that’s going to come due in these next few months 
when the NHL tries to wedge those games back on the 
schedule in what’s probably going to be an endless parade 
of home-road back-to-backs and other travel nightmares. 

All excuses? Perhaps. In the end, every NHL team is going 
to go through this. The good ones will power through it, the 
way the Hurricanes had been powering until Thursday. (The 
bad ones will lose a bunch of games, then somehow get an 
unexpected postponement and a good night’s sleep before 
— yawn, stretch — a full practice the next day instead of 
playing.) 

But the reality is this: These weren’t the Hurricanes we’re 
used to seeing, the team that got off to a hot start and hasn’t 
really slowed down since. They weren’t sharp. They gave up 
breakaway after breakaway. They weren’t their usual 
aggressive, imposing selves. When they weren’t missing the 
net they were firing it into Elvis Merzlikins’ chest. They were 
outshot at home for the third game in a row. 

“Saw it coming,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, 
ruefully, second-guessing himself for not figuring out a way 
to shake things up ahead of this. 

“I felt like we were going to be scrambly and rusty. I expected 
that,” Brind’Amour said. “That doesn’t affect how hard you’ve 
got to work. We didn’t come ready in that department. That’s 
what you get.” 

Missing Jaccob Slavin certainly didn’t help, but this is the 
same team the Hurricanes tagged for seven unanswered 
goals just 12 days ago, and when they were down 2-0 
through two periods Thursday it certainly didn’t look like they 
had a similar outburst in reserve. 

They came out firing to start the third, with multiple chances 
to score in the opening four minutes, only to give up the 3-0 
goal on a circle-to-circle pass and Patrik Laine one-timer. At 
4-0, newly arrived rookie goalie LaFontaine — five days 
removed from playing against Michigan State — gave up a 
goal on the first NHL shot he faced, a Cole Sillinger 
breakaway. 

Not content with hanging him out to dry once, the Hurricanes 
allowed a second. LaFontaine at least made one save to 
avoid any chance of ending up the answer to a trivia 
question. 

“We’re not going to go into full panic mode,” Tony DeAngelo 
said, “but we stunk tonight.” 

It was a rare moment of capitulation, not often seen with 
Brind’Amour behind the bench, and you’d think they’d at 
least try not to embarrass the kid. A sign, perhaps, of just 
how much of their mojo the Hurricanes have lost navigating 
the fits and starts of the schedule. 

“It definitely crept in these last few weeks, on and off,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “Obviously the Philly 
game was tough but we’ve had average practices. We came 
out flat and stayed flat and continued to be flat. It was 
embarrassing. I feel bad for our goalies. I really feel bad for 
Jack.” 

There are eight more games left in the 17 days before the 
All-Star break — where Sebastian Aho and Frederik 
Andersen, and perhaps Andrei Svechnikov, will join 
Brind’Amour in Las Vegas — so this may indeed be the end 
of this slackening of the schedule, COVID willing and the 
creek don’t rise. 

The Hurricanes don’t need any more time off. They need to 
get their groove back, and soon, because there’s going to be 
a point soon where the games come too fast and too furious 
and this ebb tide will be remembered a lot more fondly than it 
was endured. 
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No rally in Raleigh: Canes fall hard to the Blue Jackets in their return to home ice 

By Justin Pelletier 

RALEIGH-Elvis was in the building for the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Thursday, and that was a big problem for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

That, and an inability to stop the Blue Jackets’ quick-strike 
offense. 

Columbus goalie Elvis Merzlikins stopped 31 shots, including 
a pair in the first period that will undoubtedly roll on replay 
shows for a while, and another on a Vincent Trocheck 
shorthanded breakaway in the second, giving the visiting 
Jackets all the support they needed in a 6-0 win. 

Merzlikins’ result helped exact a measure of revenge for 
Columbus, which just 12 days ago blew a 4-0 lead to the 
Hurricanes on home ice, losing 7-4. It was also a personal 
boost for the Latvian keeper, who’d allowed four goals in four 
of his previous five starts, and three in the other, going 2-3 in 
that stretch dating back to Dec. 11. 

And they did it on national TV: ESPN had exclusive rights to 
a game in Raleigh for the first time in 18 years on Thursday 
as part of the network’s new deal with the NHL. There was 
little suspense by the third period. 

“I gotta take the blame. I should have done something 
differently,” Canes head coach Rod Brind’Amour said after 
the game. “All these practice days and days off, I should’ve 
come up with something just to be sharper. We saw it 
coming. It was bad. It was bad, bad bad.” 

Meanwhile, the not-so-long-awaited debut of goaltending 
prospect Jack LaFontaine — who signed with the Canes out 
of the University of Minnesota earlier this week — hit the fast 
track after the Canes pulled starter Frederik Andersen 5:03 
into the third period following two quick goals that pushed the 
Columbus lead to 4-0. 

LaFontaine was rudely welcomed just 30 seconds later on 
another Blue Jackets breakaway — their third of the night. 
Cole Sillinger walked in alone and unleashed a top-shelf 
snipe from between the circles to net the Jackets’ dagger in 
what was an otherwise forgettable night for the Canes. 

The Blue Jackets tried to exploit the Canes defense — even 
as Carolina applied serious pressure through most of the late 
first and all of the second periods — by flying a forward out 
of the zone. It worked a few times, affording the visitors a 
pair of breakaways and a couple of odd-man rushes. 

JACKETS STRIKE FIRST 

Before Thursday’s rematch, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
reiterated that falling behind — by any amount — wasn’t in 
the plans. 

“We don’t want to get behind any team, especially by that 
much,” Brind’Amour said. “Starts are obviously crucial, but at 
the end of the day it’s about how you finish.” 

The Canes fell behind anyway. 

After carrying the play for the better part of the opening five 
minutes, Carolina found itself backed up in its own zone. The 
puck popped out to the point, and former Hurricanes 
defender Jake Bean stopped it and launched it back toward 
the cage. Andersen stopped the first shot, and then an initial 
offering at the right post from Jack Roslovic, but the puck 
squirted through Andersen and right to Emil Bemstrom, who 
pulled it to his backhand and tucked it over the line for the 
first goal of the night. 

Bean was traded during the NHL Draft last summer to 
Columbus for a second-round pick. 

Later in the first, the Canes had a fantastic chance to even 
the score on back-to-back shots, the first by Sebastian Aho 
on a cross-ice feed. Merzlikins slid hard from left to right to 
deny Aho, but the puck popped into the low slot in front of a 
charging Ethan Bear, who thought he had an open side of 
the net. But Merzlikins caught himself and launched back to 
his left just in time to knock Bear’s shot out of midair and out 
of harm’s way. 

Back-to-back saves like a brick wall @BlueJacketsNHL | 
@Merzly30 

: @ESPNPlus pic.twitter.com/KhvOkRsdWj 

— ESPN (@espn) January 14, 2022 

SECOND THINGS SECOND 

In the second period, the Canes carried play — until they 
didn’t. Through a pair of 4-on-4 situations, and for a good 
chunk of 5-on-5 thereafter, Carolina held the offensive zone 
and put pressure on Merzlikins. But the Columbus goalie 
held fast, while also watching shot after shot whistle wide. 

On the other end, Andersen had seen just three shots. The 
fourth — at 11:56 of the middle frame, was a doozy, the 
result of another Blue Jackets breakaway. With all of the 
Canes’ energy focused up front, Chinakhov snuck behind the 
defense, snagged a long lead pass from Vladislav Gavrikov 
and went in alone on Andersen, beating the Hurricanes 
keeper low to the blocker side. 

FINAL WORD 

The Canes pressured Columbus again early in the third, but 
it was another odd-man rush down low that put the Blue 
Jackets well in front. Patrick Laine fired a one-timer from the 
left circle on a feed from Boone Jenner to extend the 
Jackets’ lead to 3-0 at 4:26, and just 37 seconds later, 
Chinakhov added his second of the game, forcing 
Brind’Amour to pull Andersen. 

LaFontaine fared no better behind his defensive sieve, 
staring down two more breakaways in the final frame, both of 
which ended up in the back of the net to push the winning 
margin to 6-0. 
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Aho, Andersen will play for Brind’Amour in NHL All-Star Game; will Svechnikov join them? 

Raleigh-Sebastian Aho and Frederik Andersen will each 
make their second NHL All-Star appearances, joining 
Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour representing 
the Metropolitan Division in Las Vegas next month, the NHL 
announced Thursday, and Andrei Svechnikov could yet join 
them. 

Svechnikov is the Hurricanes’ nominee for the NHL’s “Last 
Men In” fan vote contest through Monday, which will add one 
player from each division. It would be his first All-Star 
appearance. 

Aho, an All-Star in 2019, was second in the division in 
scoring with 37 points, behind the Washington Capitals’ Alex 
Ovechkin, going into Thursday’s game against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. Andersen represented the Atlantic Division in 
2020 while with the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Andersen is the third Hurricanes goalie to be selected for the 
All-Star Game, joining Cam Ward (1999) and Arturs Irbe 
(2000). Only Eric Staal (four) and Justin Faulk (three) have 
selected more often than Aho since the team moved to North 
Carolina. Sami Kapanen also made two appearances. 

As coach of the team with the highest points percentage in 
the division, Brind’Amour on Wednesday was named as 
coach of the Metro team for the 3-on-3 tournament at Las 
Vegas’ T-Mobile Arena on Feb. 5. 

They’ll get a chance to play with former Hurricanes prospect 
Adam Fox on the Metro division team. Fox won the Norris 
Trophy with the New York Rangers last season. 

 

Hurricanes are on ESPN for first time in 18 years, but it’s not on cable. How to find it 

By Justin Pelletier 

The scoresheet reads like a “who’s who” of NHL past: 
Lindros. Messier. Leetch. Kovalev. Markov. 

And a little closer to home: Francis. Weekes. Ward. Vasicek. 
Brind’Amour. 

This was, by all accounts, a regular NHL game: Game No. 
613, midseason, the exact midway point for the Carolina 
Hurricanes as they faced a veteran New York Rangers 
squad at what was then known as the RBC Center in 
Raleigh. The puck dropped at 7:08 p.m., the final whistle 
blew at 9:24, and shortly thereafter, the television cameras 
turned off, with the commentators tossing back to the ESPN 
studios for the nightly recap. 

It’s that last part that made the game of special note to 
Canes faithful. That game, on Jan. 8, 2004, was the last time 
ESPN hockey broadcast a game from Raleigh. 

Until Thursday. 

The 18-year, 5-day drought is a result of the shift in NHL 
television contracts. Plenty of “marquee” games happened 
here and were broadcast on NBC and its affiliates during the 
time that network held the league’s TV rights. 

But the allure of ESPN, and the nostalgia it conjures, never 
fades. 

Only problem is, the Canes games being on ESPN will affect 
how the average fan in the Triangle is able to access the 
game, assuming you’re not there in person at PNC Arena. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Officially, ESPN’s big game of the day Thursday is 
Philadelphia at Boston (amazing that the Flyers are playing, 
considering, right?). They will be on the big network for a 7 
p.m. faceoff. 

But, the Canes game will also be exclusively available to 
watch on ESPN+ and Hulu, which means no Bally Sports 
feed. 

ESPN+ and Hulu are both available to streaming customers 
via a variety of platforms, including but not limited to Roku 
and Apple TV. 

If your streaming hardware doesn’t offer the ESPN app, 
there are still a few options for you. For Android users, you 
can use Cast ESPN+ to push the feed from your phone to a 
Google Chromecast. If you’re using an older Apple TV 
device, you can use AirPlay to stream from your iPhone to 
your TV. 

PRACTICE UPDATE 

The Canes practiced this morning at Wake Competition 
Center, and rolled through some familiar line combinations. 
Sebastian Aho centered Teuvo Teravainen and Seth Jarvis; 
Vincent Trocheck worked with Andrei Svechnikov and Jesper 
Fast; Jordan Staal led Nino Niederreiter and Martin Necas; 
and Derek Stepan lined up with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Steven Lorentz. 

But the bigger intrigue was between the pipes. The “will he or 
won’t he” around whether newly signed Jack Lafontaine will 
play only intensified when he — and not Alex Lyon — took 
the ice Thursday morning along with Frederik Andersen. 

Andersen did occupy what is traditionally the “starter’s 
crease” during practice, though. 

On defense, with Jaccob Slavin in COVID protocols, Brady 
Skjei skated with Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole with Brett Pesce 
and Brendan Smith with Ethan Bear. 

WHAT’S IN A NUMBER? 

According to the Canes’ game notes, Jack LaFontaine will 
wear No. 80. 

The irony here? The only other person to wear No. 80 in 
Canes history is Kevin Weekes, the goalie of record the last 
time the Canes played at home on ESPN. Weekes will be in 
the building Thursday, part of the ESPN broadcast team 
assigned to the game. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Carolina suffers first shutout in loss to Columbus 

By Sara Civian  

After the Hurricanes’ 6-0 loss to the Blue Jackets on 
Thursday, you have two options. 

You can take the blue pill. 

Or you can take the red pill. 

Jaccob Slavin for the Hart Trophy 

— Matt (@Sir_Matt68) January 14, 2022 

Of all the takes I have about this loss, the defense forgetting 
how to defense is the most glaring. And that’ll remind you 
how important Jaccob Slavin (COVID-19 protocol) is to this 
team. 

“Our D are supposed to be pinching, supposed to be on the 
walls making it hard for them to bring the puck out. Our 
forwards are supposed to be backing them up,” captain 
Jordan Staal said postgame. “We just didn’t do that tonight. It 
was pretty evident. We might have spent a few seconds in 
their zone thinking we were all fine and dandy, and then they 
make one little play and get a breakaway. It’s not our style. 
It’s obviously not our game.” 

Yeah, that was basically the game. To recap: 

“We’re not going to go into full panic mode over here about 
one game,” Tony DeAngelo said after a game misconduct he 
got from arguing with the refs. “But I think we stunk tonight.” 

Well said. 

You’ll notice the goalie change after goal four — Jack 
LaFontaine’s much-anticipated debut came early, in relief of 
Freddie Andersen. I’d pin about 3 percent of the loss on 
Andersen and 0 percent on LaFontaine. I didn’t like the 
decision to throw LaFontaine to the wolves at the time, but 
after asking coach Rod Brind’Amour about it postgame I at 
least understand the reasoning. 

“You were watching it,” he told me. 

Don’t remind me. 

“We were giving up breakaway after breakaway. I’m not 
going to leave Freddie in there to keep having that. I figured 
maybe we’d throw the kid in and we’d decide ‘oh, we better 
not give those up.’ That’s not what happened, unfortunately. I 
hate that we threw him in there for that, but we got his feet 
wet a little bit.” 

LaFontaine allowed two goals on three shots. Clearly it 
wasn’t his fault, but welcome to the show, kid. 

“I feel bad for our goalies,” Staal said. “I really feel bad for 
Jack, that’s my bad there. We’re going to play better in front 
of them next game.” 

The Canes take on the Canucks on Saturday night. 

• A vibe check was definitely in order Thursday night: 

Meh. They missed Slaavin, These start and stops finally 
caught up to them, 4-0 or 6-0 really doesn’t matter, you still 
flush it and move on. Becomes a problem if this happens 
again against Vancouver 

— Al Hood (@albhood) January 14, 2022 

meaningless game. Long overdue. 

— Carolyn Christians (@HMof2) January 14, 2022 

The CDC recommends only watching the Carolina 
Hurricanes when Jaccob Slavin is in the lineup. 

— Deb (@deb_or_ah_m) January 14, 2022 

Burn the tape. Biggest bummer about laying an egg 
tonight…not getting to hear Tripp’s goal call. Great job 
tonight @TrippTracy Way to dig in. “On to Vancouver” (at 
home lol). 

— Rocky Pendergast (@HughJazzole) January 14, 2022 

Let LaFontaine start against Vancouver and tell the defense 
if they do him that dirty again they all have to follow Rod's 
gym routine for a week. 

— Alex Warren (@tbcanesfan) January 14, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/1zU6qjmYPd 

— Jackson Recker (@JacksonRecker20) January 14, 2022 

honestly at this point i’m just glad they got their weekly 
allotted game in from the nhl 

— Alexis (@xiolyph) January 14, 2022 

We’re not ready to play, put it behind and Kick ass on 
Saturday!!! That’s all. 

— Brian Pesce (@BrianPesce2) January 14, 2022 

Fire Rod, trade Aho, Freddie, Slavin and Svech for a some 
prospects and picks, tear down the PNC and move to 
Wyoming and start up as an AHL franchise. We had a nice 
run, @Canes but its over now. 

— Goalini Condedini Gollini (@hoile_isiah) January 14, 2022 

If we played more than a game a week maybe we'd actually 
be game-ready 
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— 24-7-2, 10-22-4 | mrutherford1106 ΔΔΔ 
(@mrutherford1106) January 14, 2022 

• Yeah, to be fair, the Hurricanes are averaging one game 
per week at this point with all the cancellations. They were 
due for some rust eventually, and the frustration of traveling 
to Philly for no reason was palpable. This game was out of 
character from the moment the Canes allowed 19 goals in 
the first period. Brind’Amour: “I’ve got to take the blame. I 
should have done something differently than just the usual to 
get them ready. I needed to do something different with all of 
these practice days and days off to be sharper. We saw it 
coming.” 

• And I will say, if you’re going to get shut out for the first time 
all season, you might as well lose by six goals. Saturday’s 
game needs to be a statement, and if it is, Thursday’s game 
is a throwaway Besides, this is the first game in a month 
when the Canes flat-out lost. They’re still 24-8-2, and that’s 
still tied for No.1 in the Metro. 

• ESPN’s first broadcast in Raleigh since Jan. 8, 2004, 
featured analyst Kevin Weekes, who served as goalie for 
that game in ’04. Cool full-circle moment. 

• Good news, folks: The Canes penalty kill streak lives on at 
30 consecutive kills. They’re 109-for-121 on the season. 
Hang your hat on that one. 

• Sebastian Aho and Andersen were selected for the All-Star 
Game in Las Vegas. They’ll join their ever-humble head 
coach. You can also vote Andrei Svechnikov in if you really 
want to. 

Rod Brind'Amour on being named Metro all star coach: "(five 
seconds of silence). I mean isn't that how they do it, whoever 
has the most point at the cutoff? Who cares who is coaching 
the all star game" 

Legend 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) January 12, 2022 
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Category 5: Hurricanes, coming off another postponement, return to ice 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes will host Columbus for the first time this 
season on Thursday, having beaten the Blue Jackets twice 
in their home rink by a combined 12-5 score — including 
New Year’s Day’s stunning come-from-behind 7-4 win. 

Category 1 

The game comes after another prolonged break for the 
Hurricanes. Carolina last played Saturday, a 4-3 overtime 
loss in Florida, because Tuesday’s game in Philadelphia was 
postponed with the Hurricanes having already traveled north 
for the game. 

The postponement frustrated the Hurricanes on multiple 
levels. The team was dumbfounded that the Flyers didn’t 
have to play with just a few players in the league’s COVID 
protocol. Carolina was further irritated when the team was 
told it would still be able to practice Tuesday morning — 
when it would have normally had a morning skate — only to 
discover the ice had already been covered with the 
basketball floor ahead of the 76ers game Wednesday with, 
coincidentally, the Charlotte Hornets. 

On a grander scale, the team is exasperated with the start-
and-stop nature of its season. 

“I’m a little concerned we’ve been off for so long — again,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said following 
Thursday’s morning skate at PNC Arena. “It’s just really 
frustrating.” 

Category 2 

Columbus will certainly be looking for some revenge after 
their embarrassing loss to Carolina on Jan. 1. Up 4-0 as the 
game neared its midway point, the Hurricanes got a goal 
from Steven Lorentz at 9:11 of the second period to get on 
the board. 

The 911 was a harbinger of the emergency to come for the 
Blue Jackets as Carolina scored seven straight in a 7-4 win. 

“We don’t want to get behind any team, especially by that 
much,” Brind’Amour said. “Starts are obviously crucial, but at 
the end of the day it’s about how you finish.” 

The game will also be Jake Bean’s first time back in Raleigh 
since the team traded him to Columbus for a second-round 
pick during the 2021 NHL Draft. 

Category 3 

With Jaccob Slavin in the league’s COVID protocol — he 
drove back to Raleigh from Philadelphia in a rental car to 
serve out his quarantine at home — Brendan Smith will 

return to the lineup and pair with Ethan Bear. Bear will also 
take on a bigger role, manning Slavin’s spot on the point of 
the second power play unit. 

“It gives yourself a chance to have some fun and be more 
offensive and make plays, and that’s the fun part,” said Bear, 
who has logged a total of 6:19 on the power play this 
season. “Especially when you’re on a new team and you’re 
just trying to have fun and the team is winning, it feels good 
to be a part of everything.” 

Even though Bear had minimal symptoms, perhaps no one 
on the Hurricanes had a tougher time with COVID. He was 
placed in the protocol Nov. 22 and forced to quarantine alone 
in a San Jose hotel. He then came back and was thrown into 
the fire without much time to get back up to speed. 

“It was hard, especially when I got back,” Bear said Thursday 
morning. “Ten days in a hotel with all the restrictions and 
everything, and especially when you get back and there’s so 
many games and not much time to get any conditioning or 
hard practices in. (I was) thrown right into games. 

“It took a while, honestly longer than I expected. But I’m 
feeling good now.” 

Bear notched the game-winning goal in that wild 7-4 win in 
Columbus, his second goal of the season, and has seven 
points in 26 games with Carolina. All seven of those points 
have come at even strength. Maybe that changes Thursday. 

Category 4 

The Hurricanes will look to extend their penalty kill streak to 
10 games on Thursday. Carolina last allowed a power play 
goal on Dec. 7 in Winnipeg and has killed off 29 straight 
penalties — seven shy of the franchise record. 

Here’s more on the penalty kill: 

“Running around like chickens with their heads cut off 
doesn’t really do it.” 

The Hurricanes penalty kill remains among the NHL’s best, a 
regularity since Rod Brind’Amour took over at coach. 

A closer look at Carolina’s PK.https://t.co/9rRGpllWsw 

— Cory Lavalette (@corylav) January 12, 2022 

Category 5 

Goalie Jack LaFontaine, signed Sunday by Carolina, will 
dress as the backup Thursday. 

It’s been a wild ride to the NHL for LaFontaine, who was 
drafted in the third round in the summer of 2016 by the 
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Hurricanes before heading to Michigan to play for the 
Wolverines. 

After two tough seasons there, LaFontaine went to the 
BCHL’s Penticon Vees before returning to the NCAA with 
Minnesota. 

He thrived with the Golden Gophers and was college 
hockey’s top goalie last season with a 22-7 record, .934 save 
percentage, 1.79 goals-against average and five shutouts. 
With Carolina’s goaltending depth ravaged by injuries, the 
Hurricanes made a successful push to sign LaFontaine last 
week in the middle of his final collegiate season. 

It had been a while since we’ve talked with LaFontaine in 
person — COVID has wiped out developmental camps the 
past two years, and as a college player he was not allowed 
to attend training camps because it would cost him his 
eligibility — but it’s clear the 24-year-old has grown and 
matured. 

“He’s older. He’s not a young kid coming out of college,” 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “He’s been around, honed his 
craft, and I’m actually excited to see what he’s all about.” 

LaFontaine alluded to having a “holistic” approach to life and 
hockey. 

“That’s goaltending in a nutshell, right?” LaFontaine said 
Wednesday. “It’s between the ears. Everyone’s got their own 
phrase, their own motto, slogan, whatever you want to call it, 
and everyone needs to play at a specific intensity number. 
Everyone’s different, right? So for me, it’s all about being a 
little bit more calm and having a controlled intensity.” 

It’s not a new way of thinking for LaFontaine. 

“I really started to take a serious approach probably my 
sophomore year (2017-18) of college at Michigan,” 
LaFontaine said. “It’s something I’m never gonna have 100% 
knowledge in. I’m always learning every day — life, 
goaltending, whatever it may be. 

“And for me, it’s always being open-minded and taking 
information from everyone. I mean, there’s no such thing as 
bad information.” 

He was still sporting his University of Minnesota gear at the 
last two practices, and according to the team-provided game 
notes, he will wear No. 80. That will make him just the 19th 
player in NHL history to wear the number, nine of which wear 
goalies. 

One of those goalies was the only other Hurricanes player to 
wear No. 80 — Kevin Weekes, who was nicknamed Shady 
80 during his playing career. 

Coincidentally, Weekes will be on hand Thursday because 
ESPN is broadcasting the game, with Weekes on the call as 
an analyst. 

Speaking of TV, Bally Sports will not broadcast Thursday’s 
game but the team will still have its own radio call. Play-by-
play man Mike Maniscalco will miss it — along with at least 
Saturday’s home game against Vancouver — after he tested 
positive for COVID-19 on Wednesday. Shane Willis will step 
in to fill the void, with normal color analyst Tripp Tracy taking 
on an expanded role. 
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Hurricanes ‘bad, bad, bad, bad’ in 6-0 loss to Columbus 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The last time the Hurricanes were down four 
goals to the Columbus Blue Jackets, a goalie change and a 
barrage of goals led them to a surprising victory. 

There was no such magic Thursday night. 

Yegor Chinakhov’s second goal of the game at 5:03 of the 
third period triggered the same move by Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour — Frederik Andersen went to the bench 
and Jack LaFontaine came in to make his NHL debut. 

Thirty seconds later, LaFontaine got his “Welcome to the 
NHL” moment when Cole Sillinger scored on a breakaway in 
the first shot the 24-year-old faced. 

Instead of a comeback, the Hurricanes finished arguably 
their worst effort of the season with a 6-0 loss In front of 
15,979 Thursday at PNC Arena. 

“We came out flat, stayed flat and continued to be flat,” 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “It was embarrassing. I 
feel bad for our goalies. I really feel bad for Jack — it went 
bad there.” 

In their first game since Saturday, caused by a late 
postponement of Tuesday’s scheduled game in Philadelphia, 
the Hurricanes looked like a team that hadn’t played in a 
month rather than four days. 

That manifested itself in several breakaway chances for the 
Blue Jackets — many that wound up in the back of the 
Carolina net. 

“It’s not just playing the way we’re supposed to play. … 
We’re gonna learn from this,” Staal said. 

After Andersen was lifted after allowing four goals on 32 
shots — several of which were breakaways — LaFontaine 
came in less than a week after leaving the University of 
Minnesota to sign with the team. His reward was two 
breakaways — one by Sillinger, another by Jack Roslovic — 
that ended up behind him. He made just one save on three 
shots faced. 

“There’s no excuse,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of the team’s performance. “Yeah, we weren’t sharp or 
we weren’t going to be lights out, but that was not good. Not 
a good effort by pretty much everybody.” 

Brind’Amour took the blame for the performance, saying he 
“should have done something differently than usual to get 
them ready” during the team’s unexpected four-day break. 

“It was bad, bad, bad, bad.” 

The game didn’t get out of hand until the third period, but 
Columbus started to build its game early on. 

Defenseman Jake Bean — playing his first game in Raleigh 
since Carolina traded him to Columbus in the offseason — 
got a point shot through a maze of players and on net, and 
the Blue Jackets had two rebound chances before Emil 
Bemstrom swept the puck in for his first goal of the season 
and a 1-0 lead at 8:43 of the first period. 

The Blue Jackets extended their lead to two just past the 
game’s midway point. 

After Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo couldn’t finish 
a backdoor chance in the Columbus end, Chinakhov was set 
loose on the first of his breakaway goals double the Blue 
Jackets’ lead at 11:56 of the second. 

Any chance of a comeback seemed to fade away when 
Patrick Laine one-timed a shot past Andersen at 4:26 of the 
third. Thirty-seven seconds later, Chinakhov was away on 
his second breakaway and chased Andersen. 

“We’re not going to go into full panic mode over here about 
one game,” said DeAngelo, who received a 10-minute 
misconduct with 6:40 left in the game for arguing with 
officials about a missed tripping call. “I think we stunk tonight, 
but we know how good of a team we are. We’ve just got to 
start showing it.” 

The team has a practice Friday before hosting a matinee 
against the visiting Canucks on Saturday. 

“This will be easy tomorrow because I’ll have everybody’s 
attention. Trust me,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t need to say 
too much.” 

Notes: Sebastian Aho and Andersen were named to the 
Metropolitan Division All-Star Team, which will be captained 
by Washington’s Alex Ovechkin and coached by 
Brind’Amour. … Brady Skjei played in his 400th career NHL 
game. … Hurricanes play-by-play announcer Mike 
Maniscalco missed the game after testing positive for 
COVID-19 on Wednesday. Tripp Tracy moved into the play-
by-play seat, while Shane Willis provided cold commentary 
on a radio-only broadcast because ESPN was having a 
national television game. 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2022 

 

 

Preview: Canes vs. Blue Jackets 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are finally slated to 
get back to game action tonight, meeting the Columbus Blue 
Jackets for the third time this season. 

When: Thursday, January 13, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN+, Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App  

Canes Record: 24-7-2 (50 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Loss to the Florida 
Panthers on Saturday, January 8. 

Blue Jackets Record: 16-17-1 (33 Points, T-5th - 
Metropolitan Division) 

Blue Jackets Last Game: 4-2 Loss to the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Tuesday, January 11. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 October 23: Power play strikes three times, Canes 
remain undefeated as they top Blue Jackets 5-1 

 January 1: Canes score seven unanswered to earn 
wild 7-4 victory over Columbus 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Back To Business: The Canes had their five-game win streak 
derailed Saturday night against the Florida Panthers, but 
they did however earn a point for the sixth straight game. 

Tonight they'll look to make it seven in a row against a 
Columbus club who they're 2-0 against this season. 

Surging While Short: Carolina enters tonight matchup having 
successfully killed off their last 29 consecutive penalties. It's 
now been over a month since they last allowed a power play 
goal and they've climbed their way all the way to second in 
the league in the category, killing off 90% on the season. 
They're now seven kills shy of matching the franchise record 
of 36, which was achieved during both the 2000-01 and the 
2014-15 seasons. 

Slavin Out: Defenseman Jaccob Slavin (COVID-19 Protocol) 
will not play tonight for the Canes after entering COVID 
Protocol Tuesday morning. He will miss tonight's game and 
also Saturday afternoon against Vancouver. Brendan Smith 
is expected to play in the open spot, skating alongside Ethan 
Bear at Wednesday's practice. 

Getting It Done From The Back: Ian Cole, Tony DeAngelo, 
Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei all enter tonight's game with 
points in three straight contests. Highlighted by Skjei, who 
has scored in all three, the contributions from the club have 
come as a part of the club's 16 goals in their last three 
games. Skjei's three game streak is the longest of his NHL 
career and his eight points in the new year lead the team. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Brady Skjei is expected to play in his 400th 
NHL game tonight. Martin Necas is two points shy of 100 in 
his NHL career. Sebastian Aho is three assists shy of 200 for 
his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
red sweaters tonight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: Canes Shutout By Blue Jackets, 6-0 
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By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - For the first time this season the Carolina 
Hurricanes were held to zero goals, being shutout by the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 6-0 Thursday.  

Three Takeaways 

1) Tonight Was Bad, But That's Okay 

This evening was the Canes' 34th game of the season. It 
was the first one in which they were just flat out bad. These 
games happen. Most, if not all, National Hockey League 
teams have experienced some sort of outing like this thus far 
this season. Is it a bummer? Of course. Does it make it any 
easier to swallow that it was on national television? 
Absolutely not. 

Entering tonight, 24 of the 32 NHL teams had been shut out 
this season. The Canes became number 25 in this one. 

For the first time all year you could just see that the 
Hurricanes were not sharp. 

Nothing lasts forever and the streak of games of which they'd 
been at least somewhat good was snapped tonight. 

These games are going to happen. 

2) Give Credit To Columbus 

Carolina came out of the gate as the better team, sustaining 
pressure and controlling play before the evening's first media 
timeout. Blue Jackets' goaltender Elvis Merzlikins made a 
few timely stops early, setting the tone for what would be a 
31-save shutout for him. He'd go on to make several 
highlight-reel stops before the night was through, 
continuously allowing his team the opportunity to keep 
building on their lead without any hope for the home side. 

Several Merzlikins stops transitioned directly into chances for 
Columbus, who did an exceptional job of quickly transitioning 
play from their own zone to the Carolina defending end. 
Courtesy of NaturalStatTrick.com, the Blue Jackets finished 
the night with 16 high danger chances, many of them coming 
in either breakaway or two-on-one fashion. Yes, they scored 
six, but, it also tells you about the night that Frederik 
Andersen had before being relieved of his duties. 

3) The Penalty Kill Streak Lives On 

In a night like where there weren't many positives for the 
team, the biggest, aside from Jack LaFontaine's NHL debut, 
was that the team's streak of consecutive penalties killed off 
reached 30. They were only tasked with one kill this evening 
and they were successful in keeping Columbus off the board 
while Ethan Bear served a holding minor. 

They are now six shy of matching the franchise record, which 
has been done twice (2000-01, 2014-15). 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on what he made of the contest: 

"There's no excuse. We weren't sharp and we weren't going 
to be lights out, but that was not good. Not a good effort by 
pretty much everybody. We haven't had those really, ever. 
That was a poor effort. Give the other team credit, they stuck 
to their game plan. They were going to do it a certain way, 
the right way, and we were going to look for something else. 
I told you this before, I thought we were going to be scrambly 
and rusty, and I expected that, but that doesn't affect how 
hard you've got to work. We didn't come ready in that 
department." 

Tony DeAngelo sharing if it makes tonight any easier to 
swallow knowing that it took so long to have a game like this: 

"We're not going to go into full panic mode over here about 
one game. I think we stunk tonight but we know how good of 
a team we are, we just have to start showing it. I think we've 
played well for a litte while, we haven't really had one of 
these games where we haven't played really well. We gotta 
get back to the way we can play and I think we're all 
confident that we play that way. We need all 18, 20 guys 
every night to do it together. We just have to be a whole 
group and we'll get there." 

Jordan Staal describing his thoughts on the most effective 
way to turn the page from these sorts of situations: 

"We just have to get right back into it. That's what we've got 
here with a quick afternoon game coming up. We do have to 
get into a groove and start playing games. It's been a 
frustrating last month, but our group will get into it, we'll get 
some games under our belts and start playing Carolina 
Hurricane hockey." 

What's Next?: 

The team will practice Friday afternoon before a 1 p.m. start 
against Vancouver on Saturday at PNC Arena. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Jack LaFontaine entered in relief of Frederik 
Andersen during the third period after the Blue 
Jackets took a 4-0 lead. LaFontaine finished with 
one save to his name. 

 Brett Pesce played a team-high 23:07 with Jaccob 
Slavin out of the lineup. 

 This is the first game since December 12 in which 
the Canes did not earn a point. Their record of 24-8-
2 still remains tied for the Metropolitan Division 
lead. 
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Blue Jackets score six, shut out Hurricanes 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Elvis Merzlikins made 31 saves, and the 
Columbus Blue Jackets defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 6-
0 at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

"Carolina's a really, really good hockey team," said 
Merzlikins, who got his second shutout of the season and 
ninth in the NHL. "They're fast, they're strong. The puck 
moves really, really quick. I just enjoyed the game." 

Yegor Chinakhov scored twice, and Jack Roslovic and Emil 
Bemstrom each had a goal and an assist for the Blue 
Jackets (17-17-1), who had lost four of their previous five 
games. Eric Robinson and Jake Bean each had two assists. 

"It started right from the first shift," Columbus coach Brad 
Larsen said. "We had a high compete level tonight. We know 
what that team is all about and how dangerous and good 
they are. It was a full 60 (minutes)." 

Frederik Andersen allowed four goals on 28 shots for the 
Hurricanes (24-8-2) before being replaced by Jack 
LaFontaine, who made one save in his NHL debut. He 
signed a one-year, entry-level contract Sunday, turning pro in 
the middle of the college hockey season with the University 
of Minnesota. 

"That was not good, pretty much not a good effort by 
everybody," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said after 
Carolina played its first game in five days and was shut out 
for the first time this season in its 34th game. "Haven't really 
had those ever. That was a really poor effort. 

"I felt like we were going to be scrambly and rusty. I 
expected that, but that doesn't affect how hard you've got to 
work. We didn't come ready in that department, so that's 
what you get." 

Columbus took a 1-0 lead at 8:43 of the first period. 
Andersen stopped two shots by Roslovic before Bemstrom 
knocked in a rebound at the edge of the crease. 

Chinakhov took a pass from Vladislav Gavrikov and scored 
on a breakaway with a low wrist shot for a 2-0 lead at 11:56. 

The Blue Jackets scored three goals in a span of 1:07 in the 
third period. 

Patrik Laine made it 3-0 at 4:26 on a one-timer from the left 
face-off circle. 

Chinakhov scored his second goal after a toe drag in the slot 
for a 4-0 lead at 5:03. Andersen was pulled after the goal. 

"I've never done that before, never practiced that," 
Chinakhov said. "It looked like the goalie waited for a shot 
and I made the move. It just worked out that way." 

Cole Sillinger scored 30 seconds later on a breakaway to 
make it 5-0 at 5:33 on the first shot LaFontaine faced. 

"That was my first breakaway, so it was good to score," 
Sillinger said. "I know it was a different goalie, but I saw 
[Chinakhov] score blocker side coming down the same side. 
I saw an opening and just shot it there." 

Roslovic took a pass from Alexandre Texier and scored on a 
breakaway at 14:26 for the 6-0 final. 

"We were giving up breakaway after breakaway," 
Brind'Amour said. "I'm not going to leave 'Freddie' in there to 
keep having that. I figure, maybe we throw [LaFontaine] in 
and we decide, oh, we better not give those up. But that's not 
what happened. I hate that we threw him in for that, but he 
got his feet wet a little bit." 

It was the first time the teams played each other since 
Carolina scored seven straight goals to win 7-4 on Jan. 1 at 
Columbus. 

"You don't want to overthink this," Larsen said. "It's one 
game. We played a good game and I'm happy we did. I think 
what you take from it is what it felt like on the bench, the 
engagement. I'm not going to think too far ahead on so much 
the lessons, other than we played a really solid game. That 
should be a little bit of a barometer of what it should look and 
feel like on the effort side." 

NOTES: The Blue Jackets scored the second-fastest three 
goals in their history. They scored three in 51 seconds in a 7-
1 win against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Dec. 22, 2016. … 
Texier had an assist and two shots on goal in 13:34 after 
missing two games in COVID-19 protocol. … Andersen was 
named to the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star Game. … Hurricanes 
defenseman Brady Skjei had a three-game goal streak end 
in his 400th NHL game. … Carolina was 1-for-1 on the 
penalty kill and has killed 30 straight since last allowing a 
power-play goal Dec. 7 in a 4-2 win at the Winnipeg Jets. 
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AHL notebook: Top teams in league led by standout NHL prospects 

By Patrick Williams 

Development and winning can coexist in the American 
Hockey League. 

Some of the top prospects in NHL organizations have been 
able to develop in winning environments with the midpoint of 
the 2021-22 AHL season approaching. 

Here is a look at the top five teams (by point percentage) in 
the AHL, and their prospects who are making an impact: 

CHICAGO (CAROLINA HURRICANES) 

The Hurricanes continue to churn out prospects and continue 
to succeed at the AHL level. Carolina's AHL affiliate in 
Charlotte won the Calder Cup in 2019. This season, their 
new affiliate in Chicago leads the league with a .800 points 
percentage (23-5-1-1). 

Top goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi hase been out of the 
Chicago lineup with an injury since Dec. 17, but the 22-year-
old has excelled in his first season in North America. 
Selected by Carolina in the fourth round (No. 104) of the 
2017 NHL Draft, Makiniemi (6-foot-3, 195 pounds) has gone 
11-2-1 with a 2.06 goals-against average (third in the AHL) 
and .922 save percentage (tied for eighth) in 14 games. 

Forward Jack Drury (6-0, 180) was selected by the 
Hurricanes in the second round (No. 42) of the 2018 NHL 
Draft. After two seasons at Harvard University, Drury played 
last season with Vaxjo of the Swedish Hockey League. This 
season, the 21-year-old has scored 19 points (nine goals, 10 
assists) in 27 games, fourth on Chicago. 

UTICA (NEW JERSEY DEVILS) 

In the first season of a new affiliation with New Jersey, Utica 
set an AHL record with 13 consecutive wins to start the 
season. At 19-4-3-0 they are second in points percentage 
(.788), and prospects have led the way during the hot start.  

Reilly Walsh has blossomed in his second pro season and 
the 22-year-old is tied for fifth among AHL defensemen with 
19 points (four goals, 15 assists) through 26 games. Walsh 
(6-0, 185) was selected by New Jersey in the third round 
(No. 81) of the 2017 draft. 

Forward Alexander Holtz, the No. 7 pick in the 2020 NHL 
Draft, continues to make his adjustment to North American 
Hockey. The 19-year-old (6-0, 195) has scored 13 points 
(seven goals, six assists) in 12 games, splitting his time 
between Utica and New Jersey.  

STOCKTON (CALGARY FLAMES) 

Stockton, which leads the Pacific Division with a 21-6-2-1 
record (.750) has relied on a mix of veterans and prospects. 

Forward Jakob Pelletier continues his dominant season with 
31 points (11 goals, 20 assists) in 31 games, tops among 

AHL rookie scorers. The Flames took the 20-year-old (5-10, 
180) with the No. 26 pick in the 2019 NHL Draft. 

Goalie Dustin Wolf is looking like a steal from that same 
draft. The 20-year-old (6-0, 170) was selected by Calgary in 
the seventh round (No. 214). The rookie ranks second 
among AHL goalies with a .931 save percentage and fourth 
with a 2.07 GAA. He is 16-2-2 in 20 games and leads the 
league in victories. 

ONTARIO (LOS ANGELES KINGS) 

One of the top farm systems in the NHL is doing more than 
producing prospects for the Kings. Ontario is 16-6-3-1 (.692) 
for second in the Pacific and fourth in the AHL. 

Quinton Byfield had the start to his second pro season 
delayed by a fractured ankle, but he is making up for lost 
time. The 19-year-old forward (6-4, 215), selected by the 
Kings with the No. 2 pick in the 2020 draft, has scored four 
points (three goals, one assist) in eight games with Ontario 
and has one assist in six games with Los Angeles. 

Samuel Fagemo was taken by the Kings in the second round 
(No. 50) of the 2019 draft. The 21-year-old forward (6-0, 190) 
has scored 14 points (10 goals, four assists) in 26 games 
after scoring 18 points (10 goals, eight assists) in 32 games 
last season as an AHL rookie. 

Gabriel Vilardi has scored 14 points (six goals, eight assists) 
in 14 games with Ontario. In 54 games with the Kings last 
season, the 22-year-old center (6-3, 200) scored 23 points 
(10 goals, 13 assists). He was the No. 11 pick in the 2017 
draft.  

MANITOBA (WINNIPEG JETS) 

The Jets have long had an emphasis on a draft-and-develop 
philosophy. That approach continues with first-year coach 
Mark Morrison, who has guided Manitoba to a mark of 19-9-
1-1 (.667). 

Cole Perfetti has been recalled to Winnipeg, but the 20-year-
old center (5-10, 185) has scored 15 points (six goals, nine 
assists) in 17 AHL games this season. He was selected by 
the Jets with the No. 10 pick in the 2020 draft. 

Manitoba has a strong group of young defensemen as well. 
Two of them recently were promoted to Winnipeg as well.  

Ville Heinola (5-11, 181), the No. 20 pick in the 2019 draft, 
has scored 16 points (two goals, 14 assists) in 24 games 
with Manitoba. The 20-year-old has scored five points (one 
goal, four assists) in 13 NHL games. Dylan Samberg (6-4, 
216), a second-round pick (No. 43) in the 2017 draft, had five 
assists in 16 games for Manitoba. He has yet to make his 
NHL debut. 
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Chinakhov, Merzlikins lead Blue Jackets past Hurricanes 6-0 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Yegor Chinakhov scored two goals 
and Elvis Merzlikins posted a 31-save shutout as the 
Columbus Blue Jackets beat the Carolina Hurricanes 6-0 on 
Thursday night. 

Emil Bemstrom, Patrik Laine, Cole Sillinger and Jack 
Roslovic also scored for the Blue Jackets, who squandered a 
4-0 lead against Carolina earlier this month. Ex-Hurricane 
Jake Bean and Eric Robinson each had two assists. 

It was the first outing for Merzlikins since he allowed four 
goals on 15 shots in that previous game against Carolina. 

“It was really important to come back and play with a free 
mind,” Merzlikins said. “I’m not really worried about (the loss 
to the Hurricanes). We had to learn and that’s what we’re 
doing.” 

The Hurricanes were shut out for the first time this season. 

“It started right from the first shift. We had a high compete 
level,” Columbus coach Brad Larsen said. “We did a lot of 
good things to keep the danger away.” 

Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen gave up four goals on 32 
shots before being pulled after Laine and Chinakhov scored 
32 seconds apart early in the third period. 

The Hurricanes were playing only their fifth game since Dec. 
18. They had a scheduled game Tuesday night at 
Philadelphia postponed after traveling there a day earlier. 

“We weren’t sharp or we weren’t going to be lights out, but 
that was not good,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Not a good effort by pretty much everybody.” 

For the second time in less than two weeks, the Blue Jackets 
held a four-goal lead on Carolina. This time, they built on that 
— unlike Jan. 1 when the Hurricanes rallied to win 7-4 in 
Columbus. 

“We wanted to make sure that we had a chance to redeem 
ourselves,” Sillinger said. “They came back on a 4-0 lead 
and stole one in our own building. We wanted to make sure 
we got one back.” 

Twelve players ended up on the scoresheet. 

“For our team to get back and play some winning hockey, 
we’re going to need everybody,” Larsen said. 

Bemstrom got his first goal of the season for the only first-
period scoring. Chinakhov’s breakaway resulted in the only 
scoring in the second as the Blue Jackets were on their way 
to just their second win in their last six games. 

The Hurricanes, who had a six-game point streak snapped, 
played for the first time this season without defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, who entered the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol 
this week. Columbus winger Jakub Voracek also missed a 
game for the first time, going on the COVID-19 protocol list. 

DOUBLE UP 

Chinakhov, a first-round draft pick by Columbus in 2020, had 
two goals in 25 previous career games. So he doubled his 
total in slightly more than 13 minutes of game time. 

“Of course, it gives me more confidence,” Chinakhov said. 
“But I’m just trying to play well. … It’s certainly a great feeling 
to score goals.” 

He now has three goals in the last three games. 

“I think (Chinakhov) plays his best when he’s calm with the 
puck,” Sillinger said. 

WELCOME ABOARD 

Jack LaFontaine was Carolina’s backup goalie, his first game 
as a professional. LaFontaine left the University of Minnesota 
when he was signed to an entry-level contract Sunday.  

LaFontaine entered the game with 14:57 remaining. He gave 
up Sillinger’s breakaway goal on the first shot he faced. 

“I hate that we threw him in for that, but he got his feet wet a 
little bit,” Brind’Amour said. 

Antti Raanta has been the No. 2 goalie for the Hurricanes for 
most of the season, though he’s out with an injury. The team 
assigned goalie Alex Lyon to the American Hockey League 
prior to Thursday’s game. 

SOME STARS 

Andersen joined teammate Sebastian Aho as selections to 
represent the Metropolitan Division at the NHL All-Star 
Weekend on Feb. 4-5 at Las Vegas. It will be the second All-
Star appearance for each of them. 

Brind’Amour already had been named as a coach for All-Star 
Weekend. 

Defenseman Zach Werenski was picked from the Blue 
Jackets. 

UP NEXT 

Blue Jackets: At the Florida Panthers on Saturday night. 

Hurricanes: Host the Vancouver Canucks on Saturday 
afternoon.
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Vancouver heads to Carolina for non-conference showdown 

Vancouver Canucks (16-17-3, seventh in the Pacific) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (24-8-2, second in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 1 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina takes on Vancouver in a non-
conference matchup. 

The Hurricanes have gone 11-4-1 in home games. Carolina 
ranks second in the Eastern Conference averaging 3.4 goals 
per game, led by Sebastian Aho with 15. 

The Canucks are 8-10-2 on the road. Vancouver ranks 31st 
in the Western Conference with 33.1 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.5 goals. 

In their last matchup on Dec. 12, Vancouver won 2-1. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho leads the Hurricanes with 15 
goals, adding 22 assists and totaling 37 points. Jesperi 

Kotkaniemi has seven assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

J.T. Miller has 36 total points while scoring 11 goals and 
totaling 25 assists for the Canucks. Brock Boeser has four 
goals over the last 10 games for Vancouver. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 3.6 goals, 
6.8 assists, 3.3 penalties and 7.4 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game with a .913 save percentage. 

Canucks: 7-2-1, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.4 assists, three 
penalties and 6.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals 
per game with a .926 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (upper 
body), Jaccob Slavin: out (covid-19 protocol). 

Canucks: Ashton Sautner: out (covid-19), Phillip Di 
Giuseppe: out (covid-19), Justin Dowling: out (covid-19), 
Alex Chiasson: out (health protocols). 
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NHL announces 2022 All-Star rosters, Last Men In options ahead of Feb. 5 game in Las 
Vegas  

By Wajih AlBaroudi  

COVID-19 has upended much of the NHL's season, but the 
league has regrouped ahead of the 2022 NHL All-Star 
Game. The NHL released its four divisional rosters on 
Thursday and introduced the 2022 NHL All-Star Last Men In, 
a system for fans to select the teams' final players.  

The division captains, as decided by the NHL All-Star Fan 
Vote, are Toronto Maple Leafs center Auston Matthews 
(Atlantic), Colorado Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon 
(Central), Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin 
(Metropolitan) and Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid 
(Pacific).  

Andrew Brunette (Florida Panthers, Atlantic Division), Jared 
Bednar (Colorado Avalanche, Central Division), Rod 
Brind'Amour (Carolina Hurricanes, Metropolitan Division), 
and Peter DeBoer (Vegas Golden Knights, Pacific Division) 
are slated to coach after leading their teams to the highest 
point percentage in their respective divisions through Jan. 
10. 

Here's the complete 2022 NHL All-Star Game roster, 
featuring an additional 36 selections from the NHL's hockey 
operations department. 

2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend Rosters 

Atlantic Division: F Drake Batherson, OTT; F Patrice 
Bergeron, BOS; F Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA; F Dylan 
Larkin, DET; F Auston Matthews, TOR; F Nick Suzuki, MTL; 
D Rasmus Dahlin, BUF; D Victor Hedman, TBL; G Jack 
Campbell, TOR; G Andrei Vasilevskiy, TBL 

Central Division: F Kyle Connor, WPG; F Alex DeBrincat, 
CHI; F Kirill Kaprizov, MIN; F Clayton Keller, ARI; F Jordan 
Kyrou, STL, F Nathan MacKinnon, COL; F Joe Pavelski, 
DAL; D Cale Makar, COL; G Juuse Saros, NSH; G Cam 
Talbot, MIN 

Metropolitan Division: F Sebastian Aho, CAR; F Claude 
Giroux, PHI; F Jack Hughes, NJD; F Chris Kreider, NYR; F 
Alex Ovechkin, WSH; D Adam Fox, NYR; D Adam Pelech, 
NYI; D Zach Werenski, CBJ; G Frederik Andersen, CAR; G 
Tristan Jarry, PIT  

Pacific Division: F Leon Draisaitl, EDM; F Jordan Eberle, 
SEA; F Johnny Gaudreau, CGY; F Adrian Kempe, LAK; F 
Connor McDavid, EDM; F Timo Meier, SJS; F Mark Stone, 
VGK; D Alex Pietrangelo, VGK; G Thatcher Demko, VAN; G 
John Gibson, ANA  

The 2022 NHL All-Star Last Men In will allow fans to select 
the final player on each of the four divisional rosters. Fans 
can vote for up to four players from a list of 32 – one from 
every team – and the highest vote-getters will earn All-Star 
nods. The NHL's hockey operations department compiled 
the 32-player list, which includes the following:  

2022 NHL All-Star Last Men In choices 

Atlantic Division 

Boston Bruins: Charlie McAvoy (D), Buffalo Sabres: Tage 
Thompson (F), Detroit Red Wings: Lucas Raymond (F), 
Florida Panthers: Aleksander Barkov (F), Montreal 
Canadiens: Tyler Toffoli (F), Ottawa Senators: Brady 
Tkachuk (F), Tampa Bay Lightning: Steven Stamkos (F), 
Toronto Maple Leafs: John Tavares (F) 

Central Division 

Arizona Coyotes: Phil Kessel (F), Chicago Blackhawks: Seth 
Jones (D), Colorado Avalanche: Nazem Kadri (F), Dallas 
Stars: Jason Robertson (F), Minnesota Wild: Ryan Hartman 
(F), Nashville Predators: Roman Josi (D), St. Louis Blues: 
Robert Thomas (F), Winnipeg Jets: Mark Scheifele (F) 

Metropolitan Division 

Carolina Hurricanes: Andrei Svechnikov (F), Columbus Blue 
Jackets: Jakub Voracek (F), New Jersey Devils: Jesper Bratt 
(F), New York Islanders: Mathew Barzal (F), New York 
Rangers: Mika Zibanejad (F), Philadelphia Flyers: Cam 
Atkinson (F), Pittsburgh Penguins: Jake Guentzel (F), 
Washington Capitals: Evgeny Kuznetsov (F) 

Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks: Troy Terry (F), Calgary Flames: Matthew 
Tkachuk (F), Edmonton Oilers: Darnell Nurse (D), Los 
Angeles Kings: Drew Doughty (D), San Jose Sharks: Logan 
Couture (F), Seattle Kraken: Mark Giordano (D), Vancouver 
Canucks: J.T. Miller (F), Vegas Golden Knights: Jonathan 
Marchessault (F) 

2022 NHL All-Star Last Men In Voting is open here through 
Monday, Jan. 17 at 11:59 p.m. ET, and the 2022 NHL All-
Star game is slated for Feb. 5 in Las Vegas. 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2022 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Columbus Blue Jackets: Game Preview 

By Sarah A  

Carolina Hurricanes (24-7-2) vs Columbus Blue Jackets (16-
17-1)  

2021-22 Regular Season Game 34 

Thursday, January 13, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: ESPN+/Hulu 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

After an unanticipated day off with Tuesday’s game 
canceled, the Hurricanes are back in action against the 
visiting Blue Jackets. The Hurricanes, of course, started off 
their 2022 schedule with a memorable tilt against Columbus 
— seven straight goals helped Carolina bounce back to a 
win. It was a peak show of resilience from the team that left 
the Blue Jackets stunned.  

That loss kicked off a three-game losing streak for the Blue 
Jackets, who proceeded to also drop games against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and New Jersey Devils. The season as 
a whole has been full of ups and downs for Columbus, which 
has lost seven of its last 10 games. Its last game on Tuesday 
was a loss to the Blackhawks; Columbus’s one-goal lead 
stood for about 24 seconds before Chicago got on the board 
and it was all downhill from there. 

For the Hurricanes, a win in this game is a chance to put 
some separation between them and the (surprisingly?) 
surging New York Rangers. Both teams are sitting on 50 
points to date, and the Washington Capitals are right behind 
them both with 49 points. The Hurricanes have four games in 
hand on the Rangers and Capitals. The Capitals are idle until 
Saturday, but the Rangers take on the Sharks tonight, 
making a Hurricanes win all the more crucial to maintain their 
place in the standings.  

Let’s see how the teams match up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Blue Jackets 

Record 24-7-2 16-17-1 

Goals/Game 3.48 3.09 

Goals Against/Game 2.21 3.56 

Shots/Game 33.55 29.29 

Category Hurricanes Blue Jackets 

Face Off Win % 55.1% 50.0% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.0% (8th) 15.9% (27th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 90.0% (2nd) 77.9% (23rd) 

ES Corsi For % 55.80% 48.06% 

ES PDO 101.76 99.78 

PIM/Game 09:09 07:01 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Daniil Tarasov 

Record 18-5-0 0-2-0 

Save % .929 .937 

GAA 1.97 2.40 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Joonas Korpisalo 

Record 5-2-1 4-7-0 

Save % .908 .884 

GAA 2.35 3.79 

Game Notes 

 The 15 goals against for the Hurricanes in the third 
period is the fewest in the league. The Blue 
Jackets, on the other hand, have a hard time 
closing things out: they’ve allowed 43 goals in the 
third period, fewer than just four other teams.  

 In the last game between these teams, all four 
goalies were used. Antti Ranta was pulled after the 
first period, with Freddie Andersen picking up the 
win in relief. For Columbus, rookie goalie Daniil 
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Tarasov played two periods before exiting the game 
with an injury; he was then replaced by Elvis 
Merzlikins.  

 The Hurricanes and Blue Jackets have one more 
matchup this season, in Raleigh on February 25. 
The Hurricanes have won both of the games this 
season so far, outsourcing the Blue Jackets 12 to 
five in those games.  

 Hurricanes leading scorer Sebastian Aho (37 
points) has 12 more points than the Blue Jackets’ 
leading scorer, Oliver Bjorkstrand (25 points).  

 Some of the Blue Jackets’ woes can be attributed to 
their dismal record away from Nationwide Arena: on 
the road, the Blue Jackets are 5-11-0 this season.  

 Can you believe that Jake Voracek only has one 
goal this season? His shooting percentage is an 
absolutely wild 1.7% — very far off from his career 
average of 9% to date.  

Hurricanes falter in PNC, suffer first shutout loss of season 

By Alec Sawyer  

Meh. 

Sometimes, it’s just one of those nights. The Hurricanes 
never really had it Thursday night in PNC Arena, falling to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets 6-0 in a game where the Canes 
looked as rusty as a team can be.  

Carolina couldn’t hit the net and couldn’t make much 
happen, as Columbus opened up the floodgates with a four-
goal third period to blow out the Canes on their home ice. 
Yegor Chinakhov netted two for Columbus, while Patrik 
Laine, Emil Bemstrom, Cole Sillinger and Jack Roslovic all 
also scored.  

Frederik Andersen started the game in net, but was pulled in 
the third period to make way for newcomer Jack LaFontaine. 
It didn’t go well for LaFontaine, who got hung out to dry by 
his defense, either, though the goalies could have allowed 
one goal and still lost this one.  

Elvis Merzlikins was phenomenal on the other end of the ice, 
handing the Hurricanes their first shutout loss of the season 
with a 31-save effort. Carolina certainly could have made it 
tougher on Merzlikins, but the Latvian netminder still made a 
handful of stunning saves along the way. 

The Canes actually started things pretty well, controlling the 
puck for the first few minutes, but found themselves down 1-
0 after Bemstrom swatted in a rebound just under nine 
minutes into the game. 

Carolina nearly went down 2-0 a few minutes later as a puck 
got by Andersen, but Brady Skjei came into save his goalie 
on the line. The second period came to a close with both 
teams getting some good looks and both goalies making 
some exceptional saves, with this double save from 
Merzlikins the absolute highlight of the opening 20 minutes.  

The period came to and end with another great save by 
Andersen, which was followed up by pure chaos on the ice. 
Multiple scrums broke out between the two teams, with 
Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo the two members of 
the Hurricanes most involved.  

Everybody grabs a dance partner as the first period horn 
sounds. 
 

Columbus holds onto their 1-0 lead. 
pic.twitter.com/W0rW1CwB2D 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) January 14, 2022  

The second period resembled the first in a lot of ways, with 
Carolina doing some good things with the puck but simply 
not capitalizing on its chances. The Canes got shot after shot 
off, but consistently missed the net. When the Hurricanes did 
hit the net, it was often in Merzlikins’ wheelhouse, with the 
Columbus netminder really only having to go out of his way 
to make a save a couple times in the middle frame. 

As Carolina didn’t take advantage of its opportunities, the 
Blue Jackets did. Following a flurry of chances for the Canes 
right in front of the crease, Columbus got out on a breakaway 
and Chinakhov buried a one-on-one chance to make it 2-0.  

The teams played two scoreless 4-on-4 segments in the 
second period, the first to start it off after the first-period 
skirmish and the second after Teuvo Teravainen got hooked 
and also called for embellishment. The Canes also killed off 
an Ethan Bear penalty late in the frame (and early in the 
third).  

The floodgates opened in the third period, and not in the 
good way for the Hurricanes. Carolina had a bad turnover, as 
Tony DeAngelo made a bad pass to Nino Niederreiter, who 
turned it over. Columbus took advantage, as Laine 
unleashed a one-timer past Andersen to make it 3-0.  

The Blue Jackets made it 4-0 less than a minute later, as a 
puck bounced off Sebastian Aho and right to Chinakhov, who 
bagged his second.  

Carolina made a goaltending change, bringing on 
LaFontaine for his NHL debut, and it went immediately awry. 
Another turnover led to a breakaway chance for Sillinger, 
who beat LaFontaine just seconds into his first appearance 
with the Hurricanes. They made it 6-0 later on, with 
LaFontaine again getting left alone.  

The Hurricanes will play again Saturday afternoon at home, 
as they play host to the Vancouver Canucks. 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2022 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Staal talk blowout loss to Blue Jackets 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes just weren’t themselves Thursday 
night in PNC Arena, falling to the Columbus Blue Jackets 6-0 
in a game where the Canes didn’t do much of anything right.  

Carolina hung around for a while, but a four-goal third period 
blew the doors off for the Blue Jackets, who got some 
revenge for the 7-4 game back on New Year’s Day.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo and captain Jordan Staal spoke 
with media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if this was rust or something more: There’s no excuse. 
We weren’t sharp. We weren’t going to be lights out. But that 
was not good. That was not a good effort by pretty much 
everybody. We haven’t had those. We haven’t had those, 
really ever. That was a poor effort. Give the other team 
credit. They stuck to their game plan. They were going to do 
it a certain way, the right way. We wanted to look for 
something else. I told you this before, I felt like we were 
going to be scrambly and rusty. I expected that, but that 
doesn’t affect how hard you’ve got to work. We didn’t come 
ready in that department, so that’s what you get.  

On pulling Frederik Andersen for Jack LaFontaine: You were 
watching it. We were giving up breakaway after breakaway. 
I’m not going to leave Freddie in there to keep having that. I 
figured maybe we’d throw the kid in and we’d decide ‘oh, we 
better not give those up.’ That’s not what happened, 
unfortunately. I hate that we threw him in there for that, but 
we got his feet wet a little bit.  

On what Columbus did well and differently: We know how 
they play. They play like we do. It’s two teams playing the 
same way. We were no good. I’ve got to take the blame. I 
should have done something differently than just the usual to 
get them ready. I needed to do something different with all of 
these practice days and days off to be sharper. We saw it 
coming. It was bad. It was bad, bad, bad. The good news is 
that we get to come back tomorrow and get better. Then we 
hopefully have a game Saturday here to hopefully redeem 
ourselves.  

On the most effective way to turn the page on a game like 
this: To be honest, these games are easier to sometimes 
leave behind because we had no chance to win the game. 
It’s the games where you play better than the other team and 
lose, those are the ones that stick with you a lot harder. This 
one we had no chance to win the way we were playing. 
Everybody knows it. It’s not like we can sit there and say 
‘well, we had 18 guys play really well.’ I think it was the other 
way around. I think we all know that. It’s a little easier to 
swallow sometimes when you get your butts handed to you.  

On if he regrets throwing LaFontaine into that situation: No, I 
don’t regret it. It’s a good chance to get him in there to see 
how the pace is and everything. We weren’t winning the 
game, but we got him a little bit of ‘this is how fast it is.’ So 

no, I don’t regret that. It was just a matter of getting Freddie 
out of there.  

On what he does differently in practice Friday: This will be 
easy tomorrow because I’ll have everybody’s attention. Trust 
me. I don’t need to say too much. 

Tony DeAngelo 

On where it went off the rails after maybe showing a little 
fight at the end of the first period: I don’t think we played well 
at all. I think you’re probably talking about one or two shifts in 
our game in the first, but we just didn’t have much the whole 
game. Even when we had a good shift, it was one followed 
up by one for Columbus, two for Columbus, three Columbus. 
It was sloppy.  

On taking solace in the fact that this was the first real terrible 
game of the season: We’re not going to go into full panic 
mode about one game. I think we stunk tonight. We know 
how good of a team we are. We’ve just got to start showing 
it...We’ve got to get back to the way we can play...We’ve got 
to have 18 guys. We’ve got to be a whole group. We’ll get 
there.  

On if Columbus did something different: You’ve got to give 
them credit. They played a good game.  

On his game misconduct: It’s kind of ridiculous to get a 10-
minute misconduct there. I didn’t really say that much to him. 
But I guess that’s what goes on nowadays. You can’t say 
anything without people getting upset.  

*Note: There were some technical issues during DeAngelo’s 
availability that made parts inaudible.  

Jordan Staal  

On if this was a result of the schedule making it tough to get 
in a groove or on if this was just a one-off bad performance: 
Those both sound like great excuses, but we’ve got to be 
better. It definitely crept in these last few weeks. We’ve been 
on and off. Obviously the Philly game was tough. We had 
some average practices. We came out flat and stayed flat 
and continued to be flat. It was embarrassing. I feel bad for 
our goalies. I really feel bad for Jack, that’s my bad there. 
We’re going to play better in front of them next game.  

On this being more not being crisp mentally than physically: 
It’s just not playing the way we’re supposed to play. Our D 
are supposed to be pinching, supposed to be on the walls 
making it hard for them to bring the puck out. Our forwards 
are supposed to be backing them up. We just didn’t do that 
tonight. It was pretty evident. We might have spent a few 
seconds in their zone thinking we were all fine and dandy, 
and then they make one little play and get a breakaway. It’s 
not our style. It’s obviously not our game. We’re going to 
learn from this. We’ve got a game coming up here quick, and 
we’ll have to get back at her.  

On what the most effective way to turn the page on a game 
like this is: The best way is just to get back into it, which is 
what we’ve got here. A quick afternoon game coming up. We 
do have to get into a groove and start playing games. It’s 
been a frustrating last month, I think, but we’ll get into a 
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groove, get some games under our belt and start playing 
Carolina Hurricanes’ hockey. 

 

Aho, Andersen named to All-Star team 

By Alec Sawyer  

Teams were announced for the NHL All-Star Game Thursday night, and the Carolina Hurricanes will be sending two players to Las 
Vegas as All-Stars.  

Center Sebastian Aho and goaltender Frederik Andersen earned All-Star honors for the Hurricanes, as both will head to their 
second All-Star Game.  

Aho leads the Hurricanes in goals and assists (and points, obviously), with 15 goals and 22 apples in 30 games played. Aho’s 
career high in points is 83, and he’s well on pace to pass that assuming the Canes play a full schedule. Aho previously made the 
2019 All-Star Game.  

For Andersen, this will be his second straight All-Star Game, as he played in the 2020 edition for the Toronto Maple Leafs. So far in 
his first year with the Canes, Andersen is 18-5-0 with a 1.97 GAA and .929 SV%.  

Aho and Andersen will be joined in Las Vegas by Rod Brind’Amour, who was named the coach of the Metropolitan Division Team 
earlier in the week.  

The Canes could get one more player on the All-Star team via the fan vote for the Last Men In, with Andrei Svechnikov the Carolina 
selection. Voting is underway and will end Jan. 17, and you can vote here. 

 

 

Wolves add Lyon, Marino and Wells 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they have 
recalled forward Kyle Marino from loan to Idaho (ECHL) and 
goaltender Dylan Wells from loan to Norfolk (ECHL) and 
goaltender Alex Lyon has been reassigned on loan by 
Carolina (NHL). 

Lyon returns to Chicago after spending a week with the 
Hurricanes and appearing in his second NHL game this 
season. The 29-year-old Baudette, Minnesota, native owns a 
1-0-1 record with a 2.93 goals-against average and .908 
save percentage with Carolina. 

He stands second among all American Hockey League 
goaltenders with his 1.79 GAA. Lyon boasts a 9-1-1 record 
(including an active six-game winning streak) and a .929 
save percentage with the Wolves. 

Marino, 26, has amassed 35 penalty minutes in five 
appearances for the Wolves this year, but the team owns a 
4-0-1-0 record when he plays. The Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
native also has accumulated 3 goals, 4 assists and 29 
penalty minutes in 12 games for the Idaho Steelheads. 

The 24-year-old Wells signed a standard player contract with 
the Wolves during the offseason, but this marks his first 

callup of the season. The St. Catharines, Ontario, native has 
produced a 6-6-0 record with a 3.75 goals-against average 
and a .898 save percentage in 14 games with the Norfolk 
Admirals. 

Wells spent all of last season in the NHL on the Edmonton 
Oilers’ taxi squad, so he has not appeared in an AHL game 
since the 2019-20 season with the Bakersfield Condors. 

The Wolves also have released goaltenders Daniel Mannella 
and Michael Lackey from their professional tryout contracts 
(PTO). Mannella posted a 2-0-0 record with a 1.19 GAA, 
.955 save percentage and 1 shutout in three games for the 
Wolves while Lackey appeared in two games and earned his 
first AHL win Saturday when Chicago defeated Iowa 6-2 at 
Allstate Arena. 

The Wolves are packing the American Hockey League’s best 
record (23-5-1-1) for a five-game road trip that starts at 6 
p.m. Friday at Iowa. Chicago returns to Allstate Arena for 
games on Jan. 26, 28, 29, which includes the Chicago Mid-
Winter Classic, presented by Planet Fitness, on Saturday, 
Jan. 29, versus Rockford. For the best ticket deals, email a 
Wolves ticket representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article257306637.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257307397.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/article257310262.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257287317.html 

https://theathletic.com/3069493/2022/01/14/hurricanes-vibe-check-carolina-suffers-first-shutout-in-loss-to-columbus/?redirected=1 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/category-5-hurricanes-coming-off-another-postponement-return-to-ice/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/hurricanes-bad-bad-bad-bad-in-6-0-loss-to-columbus/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/projected-lineup-canes-versus-blue-jackets/c-329732692 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-shutout-by-blue-jackets-six-zero/c-329753360 
https://www.nhl.com/news/columbus-blue-jackets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-329658634 

https://www.nhl.com/news/ahl-notebook-nhl-prospects-lead-top-teams/c-329746786 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-columbus-blue-jackets-hockey-9259428db7b0d37e6429d78ddf689023 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-vancouver-canucks-carolina-hurricanes-e42d53263bcb4c1b881613dc6ee38cbd 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-cale-makar-is-next-great-offensive-minded-defenseman-jordan-kyrou-thrives-on-big-

stage/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/13/22881510/carolina-hurricanes-vs-columbus-blue-jackets-game-preview-notes-how-to-watch-broadcast 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/13/22882939/hurricanes-falter-in-pnc-suffer-first-shutout-loss-of-season 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/13/22882867/aho-andersen-named-to-all-star-team 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/13/22883071/they-said-it-brindamour-deangelo-staal-talk-blowout-loss-to-blue-jackets 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/13/wolves-add-lyon-marino-and-wells/ 
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Aho, Andersen will play for Brind’Amour in NHL All-Star Game; will 
Svechnikov join them? 

 

staff report 

 

Raleigh-Sebastian Aho and Frederik Andersen will each make their 
second NHL All-Star appearances, joining Carolina Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour representing the Metropolitan Division in Las Vegas 
next month, the NHL announced Thursday, and Andrei Svechnikov could 
yet join them. 

Svechnikov is the Hurricanes’ nominee for the NHL’s “Last Men In” fan 
vote contest through Monday, which will add one player from each 
division. It would be his first All-Star appearance. 

Aho, an All-Star in 2019, was second in the division in scoring with 37 
points, behind the Washington Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin, going into 
Thursday’s game against the Columbus Blue Jackets. Andersen 
represented the Atlantic Division in 2020 while with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Andersen is the third Hurricanes goalie to be selected for the All-Star 
Game, joining Cam Ward (1999) and Arturs Irbe (2000). Only Eric Staal 
(four) and Justin Faulk (three) have selected more often than Aho since 
the team moved to North Carolina. Sami Kapanen also made two 
appearances. 

As coach of the team with the highest points percentage in the division, 
Brind’Amour on Wednesday was named as coach of the Metro team for 
the 3-on-3 tournament at Las Vegas’ T-Mobile Arena on Feb. 5. 

They’ll get a chance to play with former Hurricanes prospect Adam Fox 
on the Metro division team. Fox won the Norris Trophy with the New York 
Rangers last season. 

This story was originally Published January 13, 2022 7:19 PM. 
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No rally in Raleigh: Canes fall hard to the Blue Jackets in their return to 
home ice 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 
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RALEIGH-Elvis was in the building for the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday, and that was a big problem for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

That, and an inability to stop the Blue Jackets’ quick-strike offense. 

Columbus goalie Elvis Merzlikins stopped 31 shots, including a pair in the 
first period that will undoubtedly roll on replay shows for a while, and 
another on a Vincent Trocheck shorthanded breakaway in the second, 
giving the visiting Jackets all the support they needed in a 6-0 win. 

Merzlikins’ result helped exact a measure of revenge for Columbus, 
which just 12 days ago blew a 4-0 lead to the Hurricanes on home ice, 
losing 7-4. It was also a personal boost for the Latvian keeper, who’d 
allowed four goals in four of his previous five starts, and three in the 
other, going 2-3 in that stretch dating back to Dec. 11. 

And they did it on national TV: ESPN had exclusive rights to a game in 
Raleigh for the first time in 18 years on Thursday as part of the network’s 
new deal with the NHL. There was little suspense by the third period. 

“I gotta take the blame. I should have done something differently,” Canes 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the game. “All these practice 
days and days off, I should’ve come up with something just to be 
sharper. We saw it coming. It was bad. It was bad, bad bad.” 

Meanwhile, the not-so-long-awaited debut of goaltending prospect Jack 
LaFontaine — who signed with the Canes out of the University of 
Minnesota earlier this week — hit the fast track after the Canes pulled 
starter Frederik Andersen 5:03 into the third period following two quick 
goals that pushed the Columbus lead to 4-0. 

LaFontaine was rudely welcomed just 30 seconds later on another Blue 
Jackets breakaway — their third of the night. Cole Sillinger walked in 
alone and unleashed a top-shelf snipe from between the circles to net the 
Jackets’ dagger in what was an otherwise forgettable night for the Canes. 

The Blue Jackets tried to exploit the Canes defense — even as Carolina 
applied serious pressure through most of the late first and all of the 
second periods — by flying a forward out of the zone. It worked a few 
times, affording the visitors a pair of breakaways and a couple of odd-
man rushes. 

JACKETS STRIKE FIRST 

Before Thursday’s rematch, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour reiterated 
that falling behind — by any amount — wasn’t in the plans. 

“We don’t want to get behind any team, especially by that much,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Starts are obviously crucial, but at the end of the day 
it’s about how you finish.” 

The Canes fell behind anyway. 

After carrying the play for the better part of the opening five minutes, 
Carolina found itself backed up in its own zone. The puck popped out to 
the point, and former Hurricanes defender Jake Bean stopped it and 
launched it back toward the cage. Andersen stopped the first shot, and 
then an initial offering at the right post from Jack Roslovic, but the puck 
squirted through Andersen and right to Emil Bemstrom, who pulled it to 
his backhand and tucked it over the line for the first goal of the night. 

Bean was traded during the NHL Draft last summer to Columbus for a 
second-round pick. 

Later in the first, the Canes had a fantastic chance to even the score on 
back-to-back shots, the first by Sebastian Aho on a cross-ice feed. 
Merzlikins slid hard from left to right to deny Aho, but the puck popped 
into the low slot in front of a charging Ethan Bear, who thought he had an 
open side of the net. But Merzlikins caught himself and launched back to 
his left just in time to knock Bear’s shot out of midair and out of harm’s 
way. 

Back-to-back saves like a brick wall @BlueJacketsNHL | @Merzly30 

: @ESPNPlus pic.twitter.com/KhvOkRsdWj 

— ESPN (@espn) January 14, 2022 

SECOND THINGS SECOND 

In the second period, the Canes carried play — until they didn’t. Through 
a pair of 4-on-4 situations, and for a good chunk of 5-on-5 thereafter, 
Carolina held the offensive zone and put pressure on Merzlikins. But the 
Columbus goalie held fast, while also watching shot after shot whistle 
wide. 

On the other end, Andersen had seen just three shots. The fourth — at 
11:56 of the middle frame, was a doozy, the result of another Blue 
Jackets breakaway. With all of the Canes’ energy focused up front, 
Chinakhov snuck behind the defense, snagged a long lead pass from 
Vladislav Gavrikov and went in alone on Andersen, beating the 
Hurricanes keeper low to the blocker side. 

FINAL WORD 

The Canes pressured Columbus again early in the third, but it was 
another odd-man rush down low that put the Blue Jackets well in front. 
Patrick Laine fired a one-timer from the left circle on a feed from Boone 
Jenner to extend the Jackets’ lead to 3-0 at 4:26, and just 37 seconds 
later, Chinakhov added his second of the game, forcing Brind’Amour to 
pull Andersen. 

LaFontaine fared no better behind his defensive sieve, staring down two 
more breakaways in the final frame, both of which ended up in the back 
of the net to push the winning margin to 6-0. 
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Hurricanes are on ESPN for first time in 18 years, but it’s not on cable. 
How to find it 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER JANUARY 13, 2022 12:35 PM 

 

The scoresheet reads like a “who’s who” of NHL past: Lindros. Messier. 
Leetch. Kovalev. Markov. 

And a little closer to home: Francis. Weekes. Ward. Vasicek. 
Brind’Amour. 

This was, by all accounts, a regular NHL game: Game No. 613, 
midseason, the exact midway point for the Carolina Hurricanes as they 
faced a veteran New York Rangers squad at what was then known as 
the RBC Center in Raleigh. The puck dropped at 7:08 p.m., the final 
whistle blew at 9:24, and shortly thereafter, the television cameras turned 
off, with the commentators tossing back to the ESPN studios for the 
nightly recap. 

It’s that last part that made the game of special note to Canes faithful. 
That game, on Jan. 8, 2004, was the last time ESPN hockey broadcast a 
game from Raleigh. 

Until Thursday. 

The 18-year, 5-day drought is a result of the shift in NHL television 
contracts. Plenty of “marquee” games happened here and were 
broadcast on NBC and its affiliates during the time that network held the 
league’s TV rights. 

But the allure of ESPN, and the nostalgia it conjures, never fades. 

Only problem is, the Canes games being on ESPN will affect how the 
average fan in the Triangle is able to access the game, assuming you’re 
not there in person at PNC Arena. 

HOW TO WATCH 
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Officially, ESPN’s big game of the day Thursday is Philadelphia at 
Boston (amazing that the Flyers are playing, considering, right?). They 
will be on the big network for a 7 p.m. faceoff. 

But, the Canes game will also be exclusively available to watch on 
ESPN+ and Hulu, which means no Bally Sports feed. 

ESPN+ and Hulu are both available to streaming customers via a variety 
of platforms, including but not limited to Roku and Apple TV. 

If your streaming hardware doesn’t offer the ESPN app, there are still a 
few options for you. For Android users, you can use Cast ESPN+ to push 
the feed from your phone to a Google Chromecast. If you’re using an 
older Apple TV device, you can use AirPlay to stream from your iPhone 
to your TV. 

PRACTICE UPDATE 

The Canes practiced this morning at Wake Competition Center, and 
rolled through some familiar line combinations. Sebastian Aho centered 
Teuvo Teravainen and Seth Jarvis; Vincent Trocheck worked with Andrei 
Svechnikov and Jesper Fast; Jordan Staal led Nino Niederreiter and 
Martin Necas; and Derek Stepan lined up with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Steven Lorentz. 

But the bigger intrigue was between the pipes. The “will he or won’t he” 
around whether newly signed Jack Lafontaine will play only intensified 
when he — and not Alex Lyon — took the ice Thursday morning along 
with Frederik Andersen. 

Andersen did occupy what is traditionally the “starter’s crease” during 
practice, though. 

On defense, with Jaccob Slavin in COVID protocols, Brady Skjei skated 
with Tony DeAngelo, Ian Cole with Brett Pesce and Brendan Smith with 
Ethan Bear. 

WHAT’S IN A NUMBER? 

According to the Canes’ game notes, Jack LaFontaine will wear No. 80. 

The irony here? The only other person to wear No. 80 in Canes history is 
Kevin Weekes, the goalie of record the last time the Canes played at 
home on ESPN. Weekes will be in the building Thursday, part of the 
ESPN broadcast team assigned to the game. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Carolina suffers first shutout in loss to Columbus 

 

Sara Civian 

 

After the Hurricanes’ 6-0 loss to the Blue Jackets on Thursday, you have 
two options. 

You can take the blue pill. 

Didn’t happen on Bally, didn’t count, never happened, etc. 

— will (@theREALtern) January 14, 2022 

We’re the worst team in the league now /s 

— eazyyt (@DrMToboggan22) January 14, 2022 

Or you can take the red pill. 

This game proves Jaccob Slavin is the best Dman in the NHL 

— Jacob (@Jacobs4858) January 14, 2022 

Jaccob Slavin for the Hart Trophy 

— Matt (@Sir_Matt68) January 14, 2022 

Of all the takes I have about this loss, the defense forgetting how to 
defense is the most glaring. And that’ll remind you how important Jaccob 
Slavin (COVID-19 protocol) is to this team. 

“Our D are supposed to be pinching, supposed to be on the walls making 
it hard for them to bring the puck out. Our forwards are supposed to be 
backing them up,” captain Jordan Staal said postgame. “We just didn’t do 
that tonight. It was pretty evident. We might have spent a few seconds in 
their zone thinking we were all fine and dandy, and then they make one 
little play and get a breakaway. It’s not our style. It’s obviously not our 
game.” 

Yeah, that was basically the game. To recap: 

“We’re not going to go into full panic mode over here about one game,” 
Tony DeAngelo said after a game misconduct he got from arguing with 
the refs. “But I think we stunk tonight.” 

Well said. 

You’ll notice the goalie change after goal four — Jack LaFontaine’s 
much-anticipated debut came early, in relief of Freddie Andersen. I’d pin 
about 3 percent of the loss on Andersen and 0 percent on LaFontaine. I 
didn’t like the decision to throw LaFontaine to the wolves at the time, but 
after asking coach Rod Brind’Amour about it postgame I at least 
understand the reasoning. 

“You were watching it,” he told me. 

Don’t remind me. 

“We were giving up breakaway after breakaway. I’m not going to leave 
Freddie in there to keep having that. I figured maybe we’d throw the kid 
in and we’d decide ‘oh, we better not give those up.’ That’s not what 
happened, unfortunately. I hate that we threw him in there for that, but we 
got his feet wet a little bit.” 

LaFontaine allowed two goals on three shots. Clearly it wasn’t his fault, 
but welcome to the show, kid. 

“I feel bad for our goalies,” Staal said. “I really feel bad for Jack, that’s my 
bad there. We’re going to play better in front of them next game.” 

The Canes take on the Canucks on Saturday night. 

• A vibe check was definitely in order Thursday night: 

Meh. They missed Slaavin, These start and stops finally caught up to 
them, 4-0 or 6-0 really doesn’t matter, you still flush it and move on. 
Becomes a problem if this happens again against Vancouver 

— Al Hood     (@albhood) January 14, 2022 

meaningless game. Long overdue. 

— Carolyn Christians (@HMof2) January 14, 2022 

The CDC recommends only watching the Carolina Hurricanes when 
Jaccob Slavin is in the lineup. 

— Deb (@deb_or_ah_m) January 14, 2022 

Burn the tape. Biggest bummer about laying an egg tonight…not getting 
to hear Tripp’s goal call. Great job tonight @TrippTracy Way to dig in. 
“On to Vancouver” (at home lol). 

— Rocky Pendergast (@HughJazzole) January 14, 2022 

Let LaFontaine start against Vancouver and tell the defense if they do 
him that dirty again they all have to follow Rod's gym routine for a week. 

— Alex Warren (@tbcanesfan) January 14, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/1zU6qjmYPd 

— Jackson Recker (@JacksonRecker20) January 14, 2022 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2022 

 

honestly at this point i’m just glad they got their weekly allotted game in 
from the nhl 

— Alexis (@xiolyph) January 14, 2022 

We’re not ready to play, put it behind and Kick ass on Saturday!!! That’s 
all. 

— Brian Pesce (@BrianPesce2) January 14, 2022 

Fire Rod, trade Aho, Freddie, Slavin and Svech for a some prospects 
and picks, tear down the PNC and move to Wyoming and start up as an 
AHL franchise. We had a nice run, @Canes but its over now. 

— Goalini Condedini Gollini  (@hoile_isiah) January 14, 2022 

If we played more than a game a week maybe we'd actually be game-
ready 

— 24-7-2, 10-22-4 | mrutherford1106 ΔΔΔ (@mrutherford1106) January 
14, 2022 

• Yeah, to be fair, the Hurricanes are averaging one game per week at 
this point with all the cancellations. They were due for some rust 
eventually, and the frustration of traveling to Philly for no reason was 
palpable. This game was out of character from the moment the Canes 
allowed 19 goals in the first period. Brind’Amour: “I’ve got to take the 
blame. I should have done something differently than just the usual to get 
them ready. I needed to do something different with all of these practice 
days and days off to be sharper. We saw it coming.” 

• And I will say, if you’re going to get shut out for the first time all season, 
you might as well lose by six goals. Saturday’s game needs to be a 
statement, and if it is, Thursday’s game is a throwaway Besides, this is 
the first game in a month when the Canes flat-out lost. They’re still 24-8-
2, and that’s still tied for No.1 in the Metro. 

• ESPN’s first broadcast in Raleigh since Jan. 8, 2004, featured analyst 
Kevin Weekes, who served as goalie for that game in ’04. Cool full-circle 
moment. 

• Good news, folks: The Canes penalty kill streak lives on at 30 
consecutive kills. They’re 109-for-121 on the season. Hang your hat on 
that one. 

• Sebastian Aho and Andersen were selected for the All-Star Game in 
Las Vegas. They’ll join their ever-humble head coach. You can also vote 
Andrei Svechnikov in if you really want to. 

Rod Brind'Amour on being named Metro all star coach: "(five seconds of 
silence). I mean isn't that how they do it, whoever has the most point at 
the cutoff? Who cares who is coaching the all star game" 

Legend 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) January 12, 2022 
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Eric Staal on potential Team Canada Olympic nod, future NHL gig: 'I still 
have the itch to play' 

 

Michael Russo 

 

During the 2004-05 NHL lockout, the AHL was stacked with primo 
prospects from 30 NHL franchises. 

Eric Staal was one of those studs biding time in the minors after an 11-
goal rookie year. He scored 77 points in 77 games for the Lowell Lock 
Monsters and has always largely credited that weird year with helping 

prepare him for a monster sophomore season where he racked up 45 
goals and 100 points in the regular season, led all NHLers in playoff 
scoring with 28 points and helped the Carolina Hurricanes hoist Lord 
Stanley’s Cup in 2006. 

Staal’s final AHL game was May 14, 2005. 

Thursday morning, when Staal stepped foot on an AHL sheet of ice in 
West Des Moines, Iowa to begin a pro tryout with the Minnesota Wild-
affiliate Iowa Wild, underneath his red Iowa practice jersey and dark 
green pants and socks were the exact same shoulder pads and shin 
pads he wore during that last AHL game. 

Sure, they’re a little — OK, a lot — more raggedy. 

And the plastic caps have long been switched out for softer, sewn-in 
shells mandated by the NHL when it implemented equipment rule 
changes to make the sport safer years ago. But it wasn’t hard even for 
Staal to get a kick out of the fact that this well-decorated NHLer and 
Team Canada multiple medal-winner was back in the AHL wearing his 
same gear eons later. 

It’s the same equipment he has worn throughout his 17-year NHL playing 
career and the same gear he hopes to play with in Beijing, China, next 
month when Team Canada attempts to win its 10th men’s ice hockey 
gold medal. 

“And I’m the same weight,” Staal said, proudly, with a jovial laugh, during 
a phone interview with The Athletic after Thursday’s practice. “I’m 205 
pounds, same as I’ve been for the last however many years. I think when 
I really officially call it a day, I’ll probably fluctuate. But as of now, I can 
hold it together pretty good.” 

Friday night, when Staal suits up for Iowa on a line with AHL veteran Kyle 
Rau and AHL rookie Nick Swaney coincidentally against the Hurricanes’ 
latest AHL affiliate Chicago Wolves, it’ll be 16 years and eight months to 
the day and 6,089 days in total since the last time Staal donned an AHL 
sweater. 

“It’s funny how that worked out to play Carolina’s team, and they seem to 
be steamrolling most of the teams they play,” Staal said of the AHL-best 
Wolves, who are 23-5-1-1. “But that’s good — a test right off the bat. I 
love that. That’s what makes it fun and probably what I need.” 

Staal may be 37 years old with almost 1,300 NHL regular-season games 
and more than 1,000 points on his resume, but there wasn’t one hint of 
ego when he stepped on the ice to practice with a bunch of minor-league 
journeymen and Wild prospects Thursday morning. He flashed his usual 
smile, had a blast and worked hard as he attempts a comeback of sorts. 

When the NHL announced last month that the league would no longer 
send its players overseas to partake in the Olympics, that opened the 
door to a number of American and Canadian players skating in Europe, 
college or the minors to represent their countries in the Olympics. That 
also created an opportunity for the likes of Staal and Devan Dubnyk — 
coincidentally two former Wild vets who had been skating in the Twin 
Cities with the hopes of getting a call at some point for an NHL opening 
in the second half of this season — to represent Team Canada. 

Dubnyk signed an AHL deal with the Charlotte Checkers. When Team 
Canada called Staal to gauge his interest and he voiced a desire to play, 
he knew he needed a place to play in order to tune up and also test his 
body and see how it reacts before committing for certain. 

Staal and his agent, Rick Curran, began scouring AHL schedules. 
Coincidentally, the Iowa Wild — the affiliate of the Wild team Staal played 
on for four seasons before general manager Bill Guerin traded him to the 
Buffalo Sabres in 2020 — had four home games coming up and were 
short bodies because of injuries, COVID-19-positives and NHL 
promotions to forwards like Matt Boldy and Connor Dewar. Curran called 
Guerin, Guerin spoke with Iowa GM Mike Murray and coach Tim Army, 
and all three thought it would be a good idea. 

The pro tryout is open-ended, so theoretically Staal could stay longer 
than the upcoming four home games — back-to-back against Chicago, 
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then Monday and Wednesday against Milwaukee and Manitoba, 
respectively — or even return to the team after the Olympics if he 
happens to be named to Canada’s roster next week. 

But Staal also openly admits that as much as he’d like to represent his 
country in the Olympics again, if an NHL team expresses interest in 
signing him before the Olympics and it’s the right fit, he’d be willing to 
sign immediately as a free agent. He has been skating three times a 
week in Edina, Minn., and is raring to go. He still lives 20 minutes from 
Xcel Energy Center, but he knows it’s unrealistic to expect that the Wild, 
who moved on from him, would be interested in bringing him back. In 
fact, Guerin has told him as such all season, “and I get it.” 

But there are several other teams that may have the need for depth and 
a veteran center come playoff time. 

“I still have the itch to play, I have the desire to be out there and the 
passion to keep playing,” Staal said. “It hasn’t worked out this first half of 
the season to fit anywhere or find a spot, but I hope to keep playing. 
Even if it’s next week sometime and someone looks and says, ‘Hey, we 
can use him in our lineup now,’ I’d be happy to go if it’s the right situation. 
But if I happen to go to the Olympics and something comes my way after 
that, that’s good, too. I’m taking it day by day and enjoying every moment 
like I always have my whole career getting to play this game because 
there’s nothing better. 

“Like today, it was such a fun practice and I can’t wait to get back into 
game action (Friday night).” 

If Staal gets to represent Canada in the Olympics and shows he can still 
play at a top level, he’ll return from China and have a month to potentially 
sign with an NHL franchise before the March 21 trade deadline. 

“That’s why I can’t wait to get going (Friday),” said Staal. “Practice was 
fun, actually great. We had a good pace to it. And I felt probably the way I 
thought I would feel. The wind was good. My hands were a little rusty at 
times. But overall, I mean, I felt pretty good. The true test is when you get 
into a game, right? You got to be able to compete and battle and get hit 
and fight for loose pucks. I think that will be the test. 

“But I’ve been skating for a long time, so I was expecting myself to still 
feel pretty good out there.” 

There’s no doubt the Wild and Staal are using each other. 

Staal needs a place to play and test his body. And Iowa has struggled 
and been decimated because of the number of recalls Minnesota has 
had to make recently. Plus, to have Staal in a locker room with first-round 
pick and blossoming prospect Marco Rossi can only be a good thing. In 
fact, Staal, once things settle down, plans to ask Rossi to lunch next 
week. Staal said Rossi’s speed and skill jumped out at him instantly 
during Thursday’s practice, but he didn’t get to chat with him too much 
Thursday because he was so busy getting ready for Friday’s game and 
preparing for his wife, Tanya, and their boys, Parker, 12, Levi, 10, and 
Finley, 7, to come in for the first two games. 

“Not only has Eric been a world-class player throughout his career, he is 
also a true professional,” Army told The Athletic. “It will be a terrific 
opportunity for our young players, and particularly Marco as a center, to 
observe how he approaches his craft on a daily basis.” 

Staal says being an Olympian was no way on his radar again the past 
several years. Remember, this is a guy that won gold in the 2001 world 
juniors, the 2007 world championships and the 2010 Olympics in 
Vancouver when he began on a line with Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry 
and played the final three or four games at left wing on a line with Sidney 
Crosby and Jarome Iginla. 

He’s one of 29 members — 11 Canadians — of the Triple Gold Club, 
which are gold medalists in the world championships and Olympics with 
a Stanley Cup victory in their arsenal. 

He also was on Canada’s taxi squad in the 2006 Olympics in Torino, 
Italy. 

“This would be a huge honor to do it again,” said Staal, who has scored 
441 goals and 1,034 points in 1,293 regular-season games and 
appeared in six NHL All-Star Games. “The call from (Team Canada) was 
unexpected with how everything’s shaken out. But if I get that 
opportunity, if I get that chance to go over there and play, I will be looking 
forward to it. It’s been a few years since the last time I was at an Olympic 
Games, but it’s a special time. Just the spirit of the Games, it’s something 
that you don’t want to miss. We’ll see how it all plays out, but hopefully I 
get an NHL gig or if I don’t get an opportunity before the Olympics I’d 
love to go. 

“If not, well, I’m happy and content with everything.” 

Team Canada plans to watch Staal’s upcoming games and the parties 
will touch base again next week. There is one complication because 
Staal is working toward renewing his green card, which allows him to live 
and work in the United States, and it has been delayed due to COVID-19. 
But that seems to be working itself out where Staal isn’t as worried about 
leaving the country next month. 

“We’ll just kind of keep talking and we’ll go from there,” Staal said. “But 
nothing is set in stone.” 

Last season was a tough one for Staal on the Sabres, but he agreed to a 
trade to the Canadiens, found an important role on their fourth line and 
Montreal advanced to the Stanley Cup Final. So, Staal admits he was 
surprised to not find an NHL team to latch onto last summer and in the 
first few months of this season. 

“The regular season was not good for me personally,” he said. “It was 
long, it was difficult. It was tough, just with the restrictions, no fans, my 
family not with me. Just so many things. I almost treated it as a write-off. 
It was just bad. But after I got to Montreal, the playoffs came and it 
became more normal with the schedule and routine of a playoff series. 

“I found a good role and we made it all the way to the finals, so I’d be 
lying to you if I didn’t think there would be some type of opportunity for 
me coming after that. It didn’t happen. It felt weird for a little bit in the fall 
not being out there competing and playing and being on a team, but at 
the same time, I’ve got three kids and hockey and school and everything 
else made it fun and time just goes.” 

But when the Olympic opportunity came up, his wife, Tanya, said, “Go for 
it.” 

“She’s the rock in our house holding everything together, and my kids 
were, ‘Go for it, go for it,’ too,” Staal said. “They’ve been itching to have 
dad out there again. I miss it. I’d be lying to you if I didn’t say I have that 
itch and desire to keep playing and hence why I’m here in Iowa. We’ll see 
how this plays out and kind of go from there. If it doesn’t work out into 
anything more, then you know what, that’s how it goes and you deal with 
it. 

“But I feel good. I feel I can still play. And I feel I can still help a team. In 
the meantime, I’ve always loved being around younger guys and love 
being able to compete in practice and talk with them. And then in games, 
kind of see how they react to things. It’ll be fun to play with these young 
guys here and see how they react and respond to me and the pointers 
maybe I give them. I’m just happy to be competing again, and maybe it 
turns into another gold medal and an NHL job.” 

That would be cool because hockey’s a better place with Eric Staal and 
his almost-two-decade-old equipment in it. 
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Lightning 4, Canucks 2: League's best just too strong for hustling visitors 

The power play, which has been so strong since Bruce Boudreau took 
over, has had a power outage on this road trip. They're goalless in seven 
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attempts and managed just one shot on goal in their four power play 
opportunities on Thursday. 

 

Patrick Johnston Publishing date:Jan 13, 2022  

 

Thatcher Demko #35 of the Vancouver Canucks makes a save during a 
game against the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena on January 13, 
2022 in Tampa, Florida. 

This road trip for the Vancouver Canucks was billed as one that would 
reveal just where they were as a hockey team. 

While they may be a hard-working group with some interesting talents, 
they remain far from a contender. 

Thursday the Canucks lost 4-2 to the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie 
Arena in Tampa, Fla. 

Similar to Tuesday’s effort in Florida, their hosts were better and in the 
NHL, that separates the contenders from the pretenders. 

At even strength, the Canucks actually out-shot the Lightning, a sign of a 
team that has life. Even better, they limited the high-octane Lighting to 
just 21 shots on goal on the night. 

But the power play, which has been so strong since Bruce Boudreau took 
over, has had a power outage on this road trip. They’re goalless in seven 
attempts and managed just one shot on goal in their four power play 
opportunities on Thursday. 

“I thought we were really good tonight,” Boudreau said post-game, 
adding his staff had the Lightning down for just one scoring chance in the 
second period. “It’s not a victory. And I’m not happy about not winning 
the game. But if you look at the points of us playing well, I thought there 
was a lot of good things out there tonight.” 

The Lighting got goals from Steven Stamkos, Anthony Cirelli and Boris 
Katchouk — the latter on a third-period 2-on-0 — plus an empty-netter 
from Brayden Point while the Canucks’ lone marker was scored by 
Matthew Highmore. 

Here’s what we learned… 

Wheelhouse 

Stamkos’ favourite spot on the power play was from where he scored the 
game’s opening goal. 

Set up near the faceoff dot on the shooter’s left, he one-timed a perfect 
cross-ice pass by Victor Hedman past Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko. 

He’s truly one of the greats of the era. It was his 173rd career power play 
goal, tying him at 30th all-time with Ray Bourque and Jean Béliveau. 

But for his injuries, he’d surely have scored even more. 

And it’s a real shame he’s never played in the Olympics and may never 
make it. 

He was too young to make the stacked 2010 team, missed the 2014 
games because of a broken leg and in 2018, no NHLers went to the 
Olympics. 

And with NHLers barred from going to next spring’s games because of 
the pandemic, his door may be closing at age 31. 

Vasilevsky and the Venerable Vezina 

There’s a reason why the Lightning goalie is a perennial candidate for the 
Vezina trophy as the league’s best goalie, even as he plays on the two-
time Stanley Cup champions — he’s consistently great at every moment. 

No moment better defined his solid nature than the save he made on Bo 
Horvat halfway through the second, as a Tampa turnover landed on the 
Canucks’ captain’s stick as he cruised through the slot. 

One on one against Vasilevsky he tried to pick the corner over the 
Tampa goalie’s shoulder but couldn’t find any space. 

He made another big stop in the third period, this one on Elias 
Pettersson, who had a chance in close seconds after the game re-started 
following the game-clinching goal by Katchouk. 

Vasilevsky, at a tidy 68.8 per cent, sports the second-best winning 
percentage of any goalie who has made more than 200 career starts in 
NHL history. 

Only Hall of Famer Ken Dryden, who backstopped the legendary Flying 
Frenchmen Montreal Canadiens in the 1970s, won at a better rate. 

Not every shot is made the same 

The Canucks have been firing off shots but their efforts in the first period 
were a reminder of how not every shot is made the same: Vancouver 
out-shot their hosts 13-8 but according to shot-tracking website Natural 
Stat Trick, Tampa Bay had four high-danger scoring chances to just two 
for the Canucks. (High-danger chances are shots or shot attempts taken 
from within a couple feet of the crease.) 

Tampa coming out of the first with a lead wasn’t a surprise as they’ve 
outscored their opponents 37-26 in the opening 20 minutes so far this 
season. The Canucks have also been out-scored 21-31 in the first 
period. 

The rest of the way, the Lightning slowed the game down, controlling 
play to their advantage and the Canucks managed just 13 shots total in 
the latter two periods. 

Depth goals 

Boudreau has sung the praises of his fourth line before and to see the 
Motte-Juho Lammikko-Highmore trio tally for a third game running would 
have brought a shine to his eyes. 

Both the coach and his boss, president of hockey operations, have 
openly challenged their depth forwards to do more. And these three 
forwards, who the previous Jim Benning pulled in trades for Thomas 
Vanek, Olli Juolevi and Adam Gaudette, have heeded the call. 

Motte’s goal, a nifty effort between his legs, gave his team late life. 

“We’re just trying to chip in any way we can, whether it’s block shots, 
make smart plays, score goals, anything we can do to contribute to 
winning,” Highmore said. “That’s the most important thing right now. 
We’re just playing hard and playing off each other.” 

But a fourth line also needs to be reliable and to give up a goal like they 
did at the close of the first, with Cirelli left loose in the slot, although post-
game Boudreau gave them a pass, pointing out they were playing 
against the Lightning’s best forwards for much of the night. 

“Lammikko’s line was easily our best,” Boudreau added. “But they can’t 
be our best line offensively” 

Power play struggles 

The Canucks’ power play could have made a big difference in this one, 
but they generated just one shot on goal. 

And Boudreau wasn’t happy about how he team played with the man 
advantage. 

“That’s my fault for putting the same guys out there all the time,” he adds 
about the 0-4 power play. 

Too much passing, not enough shooting was his message. 

“I’ve always been in favour of a shooting power play,” he said. 

HockeyViz.com has a handy chart that tells an interesting story: 
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Right around the time that Boudreau took over for Travis Green the 
Canucks’ power play started shooting more. Something like 30 per cent 
more. 

And over the past few games, that rate has dipped perhaps because the 
new strategy is being adapted to by opposing penalty kills. 

The way the power play was operating tonight, generating so few shots 
on target — they had 11 attempts either get blocked or miss the target 
altogether — depicts the kinds of attempts the Canucks were choosing to 
take. 

And whether was about defensive pressure or simple bad choices, the 
Canucks need to find a way to get better on the man advantage and 
quick. 

The Pettersson puzzle 

“He wanted to try left wing in the past,” Boudreau said of the deployment 
of Elias Pettersson on Horvat’s wing against Tampa. 

It’s a variation we’re not totally unused to, after all when he was aligned 
with the Lotto Line, J.T. Miller took most of the draws. 

But he still mostly operated as a centre, generally making his plays in the 
offensive zone and through the neutral zone in the middle of the ice. 

Lined up with Horvat, though, there was little doubt he’d play mostly on 
the left side of the ice. 

And while the line didn’t score, it did work. They faced up against the 
Lightning’s top two lines and Horvat finished up the night plus-14 in shot 
attempts at even-strength. 

Both players, as noted above, had great scoring chances and if either 
buries their shot, this is a different result. 

In other words, there’s still a chance. 

If you go by HockeyViz’s expected goals metric, a measurement of the 
probability of a player’s shot attempts leading to a goal, Pettersson had 
the best collection. 

All-star nod 

Before the game, the NHL announced that Thatcher Demko was one of 
two goalies on the Pacific Division All-Star squad for all-star weekend 
Feb. 4 and 5 in Las Vegas. 

Miller is in an online fan vote for the last spot on the Pacific Division 
team, which concludes on Monday. 

NEXT GAME 

Saturday 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Vancouver Canucks 

10 a.m., PNC Arena, TV: Sportsnet Pacific,  Radio:   Sportsnet 650 
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Canucks' Demko picked for NHL All-Star Weekend 

J.T. Miller could join Demko at the 2022 NHL All-Star event if he wins a 
fan vote over the coming days. 
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The goalie has been selected to play for the Pacific Division at the NHL 
All-Star Weekend next month in Las Vegas, the NHL announced on 
Thursday. 

Thatcher Demko’s outstanding season is drawing attention beyond that 
of the Vancouver Canucks. 

The goalie has been selected to play for the Pacific Division at the NHL 
All-Star Weekend next month in Las Vegas, the NHL announced on 
Thursday. Demko is one of two goaltenders on the Pacific team, along 
with Anaheim’s John Gibson. 

It’s the first All-Star selection of Demko’s career. 

Due to the pandemic, there was no All-Star Weekend in 2021. The 
Canucks sent Elias Pettersson, Quinn Hughes and Jacob Markstrom to 
the 2020 All-Star Weekend, the first time more than one Canuck had 
been named an All-Star since 2012, when Henrik Sedin, Daniel Sedin 
and Alex Edler were selected. 

In 28 games this season, Demko’s put up a .917 save percentage and 
the Canucks are 15-12-1 in his 27 starts on the season. 

Demko’s made 806 saves on the season, the second-most in the league. 

Players that weren't named to the 2022 NHL All-Star Game or the "Last 
Man In" ballot: 

Sidney Crosby 

Artemi Panarin 

Igor Shesterkin 

Brad Marchand 

Aaron Ekblad 

William Nylander 

Morgan Rielly 

Matt Duchene 

Vladimir Tarasenko 

Anze Kopitar 

Quinn Hughes 

— Greg Wyshynski (@wyshynski) January 14, 2022 

Demko was named the NHL’s third star of the month for December after 
winning seven of his eight starts and posting a .946 save percentage and 
he’s been a massive factor in head coach Bruce Boudreau’s outstanding 
debut behind the Canucks’ bench. 

Demko was also named the NHL’s first star of the week for the week of 
Dec. 6 to 12, Boudreau’s first week on the job, and posted a 4-0 shutout 
in Boudreau’s first game in charge of the Canucks on Dec.6. 

Demko is the seventh Canucks goaltender to be named to an All-Star 
roster, following Gary Smith in 1975, Richard Brodeur and his injury 
replacement John Garrett in 1983, Kirk McLean in 1990 and 1992, 
Roberto Luongo in 2007, 2008 and 2009, and Markstrom, who was an 
injury replacement for Marc-Andre Fleury in 2020. 

The Canucks could see a second player named to All-Star Weekend, as 
J.T. Miller is in the mix for the Last Men In fan vote, which picks the final 
player on each division’s team. Hughes’ selection in 2020 was through 
this final selection. 

Fans can vote at NHL.com/Vote until midnight on Jan. 17. 

The 2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend begins Feb. 4 at 4:30 p.m. (SN, 
CBC) with the NHL All-Star Skills competition followed by the Honda NHL 
All-Star Game on Feb. 5 at noon (SN, CBC). 
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Canucks' Lunar New Year design celebrates community, unity and 
strength 

"We as a people are all on the same team. Everyone is important." — 
artist Trevor Lai 

 

Patrick Johnston Publishing date:Jan 13, 2022 

 

Lunar New Year design for the Vancouver Canucks by Trevor Lai of Up 
Studios. 

Trevor Lai grew up in Vancouver but it wasn’t until he moved to Shanghai 
that he actually learned how to skate. 

And it also took him moving to China for him to land on the NHL’s radar 
as an artist. The creator of one of China’s most popular children’s shows 
— Super BOOMi, which has drawn billions of views online and is hugely 
popular on Chinese TV as well — has designed the latest version of the 
Vancouver Canucks’ Lunar New Year warmup sweater. 

Lai first teamed up with the  NHL in 2019, when the league partnered 
with him to created a Super BOOMi series that introduced hockey to the 
BOOMi character’s fans, incorporating NHL stars like Connor McDavid, 
Johnny Gaudreau and the Canucks’ own Elias Pettersson. 

Just want to say THANK YOU to everyone who's left a nice comment 
about my #Canucks Lunar New Year Jersey design today. A Canucks 
fan since childhood, as goofy as I look in this photo   , I think kid me 
would be pretty excited to have designed a jersey for my hometown team 
    https://t.co/VUXgSsDBF0 pic.twitter.com/P2qfqnsOBq 

— Up Studios  Animation, Stories, Licensing (@UPStudiosWorld) 
January 13, 2022 

“I grew up in Vancouver so I’ve been a Canucks fan since childhood,” Lai 
said Thursday. 

“I played street hockey here, but actually didn’t learn how to skate until I 
was in Shanghai and joined the beer league there. The Shanghai hockey 
community is one of the most diverse and largest in the country, and I 
saw the potential to grow the sport there. When the NHL China Games 
came (in 2017) and the Canucks played, I reached out to the league and 
the team to see if we could collaborate.” 

Although he is mostly based in Shanghai these days, that doesn’t stop 
him following the Canucks on a daily basis. 

“I’m China’s biggest Canucks fan,” he joked over the phone. And that 
meant he was thrilled to be asked to design the new sweater, which will 
be worn when the Canucks host their Lunar New Year themed game. 
(When that game will be isn’t clear: it’s currently scheduled for Jan. 25, 
but that may yet be re-scheduled for later in the season, when the 
Canucks hope crowd capacity restrictions will have been lifted.) 

“The main theme that I had in mind was change,” he said of what drove 
his initial thinking on the sweater design. “Over the past few years in 
Vancouver and around the world there’s been a lot of anti-Asian hate and 
I want to change that.” 

“So I also thought, let’s change the logo.” 

Trevor Lai of Up Studios works on a Year of the Tiger design for the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

Trevor Lai of Up Studios works on a Year of the Tiger design for the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

He also wanted to highlight the ideas of unity and harmony. 

“It’s about integration,” he said. He wants to change the dialogue about 
how different cultures see each other, pushing us all towards a more 
common understanding of one another. 

His initial pitch saw him alter the bottom elements of the well-known Orca 
logo, but the Canucks actually pushed him to think about changing the 
whole thing. 

“Full credit to them,” he said. 

Introducing the 2022 #Canucks Lunar New Year jersey! 

Designed by artist Trevor Lai (@UPStudiosWorld), the jersey will be worn 
by the team in warm ups as part of our Lunar New Year celebration later 
this season. pic.twitter.com/F62hyZlMiE 

— Vancouver #Canucks (@Canucks) January 12, 2022 

And so the Orca morphed into a tiger. 

“I drew like 80 versions of the tiger to sit in the logo because obviously 
tigers and orcas look nothing alike,” he explained. 

The result is a striking crest that features a bold change, but still a 
familiar shape. The animal is different but there are plenty of subtle 
similarities. 

“Like I lined up the tiger’s whiskers with the orca’s teeth,” he said. 

The sweater also features shoulder patches styled after the Millennium 
Gate in Vancouver’s Chinatown. 

“I took the three characters of the the Canucks’ Chinese name (加人队, 

or “jia ren dui”)  and I put them inside the gate.” 

And in each character, he saw both the name of the team as well as the 
a bigger theme for the community. At the top of the gate is the message 
“remember the past & look forward to the future,” which he felt is a 
statement that suits his design very well. 

“加 is the same first character for Canada,” he said. On the patch, he 
surrounded the character with blossoms to represent the diversity of the 
Vancouver community as a whole and in the Chinese community as well. 

“Second, 人 means people,” he said. He placed pine boughs around the 
character as the evergreen tree represents longevity, something we all 
need as we continue battle through the difficulties wrought by the 
pandemic. 

“And 队 means team, which represents unity and strength when we come 

together,” he said. Bamboo is the strongest plant, he added, and that’s 
why he chose to surround the character with representations of bamboo. 

“We as a people are all on the same team. Everyone is important.” 

“That’s the whole reason for doing this. This isn’t about one community 
over another,” he said. “I want people to say “oh there’s a part of me in 
this.'” 
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Canucks Game Night: Stanley Cup champs next high hurdle on tough 
trip 

It’s Game 2 in the Vancouver Canucks’ Florida two-step: Will they get 
burned going from the frying pan into the fire? 

 

Ben Kuzma Publishing date:Jan 13, 2022 
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The intimidating Victor Hedman is big, skates well, defends hard and 
contributes offensively for the Lightning. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS 

16-16-3, 7th in Pacific Division 

at TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

24-9-5 2nd in Atlantic Division 

Today, 4 p.m. PT, Amalie Arena. 

TV: Sportsnet. Radio: Sportsnet 650 

WHY WATCH? 

Will Canucks get burned going from frying pan into fire? 

First it was the NHL’s top team teaching the Canucks a lesson Tuesday 
with a quick-strike offence to fuel Florida’s 5-2 victory and end a 
remarkable 8-0-1 run under new coach Bruce Boudreau. And now the 
defending Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning await a club that 
is finally facing adversity. Despite 44 shots on Tuesday, the Canucks 
gave up express scoring lanes in front of Thatcher Demko. They had 
trouble defending and exiting their zone, turned pucks over in the neutral 
zone and couldn’t connect on passes to gain an offensive-zone 
presence. The good news is Demko was beaten by two screened goals 
and two deflections and should rebound. The bad news is the Lightning 
have six players in double-digit goal scoring, a Norris Trophy candidate in 
Victor Hedman, a Vezina Trophy contender in Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
have set a sky-high performance bar with league championship titles the 
last two seasons. 

POINTS LEADERS 

CANUCKS 

1. J.T. Miller GP 35 G 11 A 25 PTS 36 (+2) 

2. Quinn Hughes GP 34 G 2 A 26 PTS 28 (+10) 

3. Conor Garland GP 35 G 10 A 14 PTS 24 (+8) 

LIGHTNING 

1. Steven Stamkos GP 37 G 17 A 27 PTS 44 (+9) 

2. Victor Hedman GP 38 G 7 A 31 PTS 38 (+12) 

3. Alex Killorn GP 38 G 11 A 23 PTS 34 (+2) 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

CANUCKS: PP 20.0% (14th) PK 69.2% (32nd) 

LIGHTNING : PP 19.5% (16th) PK 80.4% (16th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE LIGHTNING 

• Hedman head of class: In the classic criteria for a Norris Trophy 
candidate — big, mobile, defends well, contributes offensively — the 6-
foot-6, 223-pound blueliner continues to check all the boxes and make 
life miserable for the opposition. At 31, Hedman has already won the 
Norris (2018) and is tied for the NHL lead in assists among defenders 
(31), is sixth in shots (98) and 11th in ice time (25:01). 

• Paying price for victory: It’s one thing to bury the opposition offensively. 
It’s something else to deny goals by doing the difficult stuff. Not just 
boxing out and playing tough down low, it’s falling in front of vulcanized 
rubber. Ryan McDonough paid the price Thursday against Calgary and 
Zach Bogosian missed 11 games after an October shot block. “It takes a 
certain mentality,” said Hedman, second in club blocks with 50. 

• Losing streak not in DNA: Nikita Kucherov had a hat trick Tuesday and 
Stamkos a three-point outing as the Bolts battered Buffalo 6-1 to 
overcome a 5-2 loss in Boston on Saturday. This is what good teams do. 
They get back on the rails in a hurry. Tampa Bay has not lost two games 
in row in regulation all season and is 12-4-3 at home. 
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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 28 Vancouver Canucks 

 

By Scott Wheeler Jan 14, 2022 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

The Canucks land in a precarious spot in this year’s countdown in that I’d 
sooner rank them lower than the next three teams behind them than I 
would higher than the three teams in front of them. 

And when you’re this low, your NHL club hasn’t seen the success that 
those three teams behind you (the Lightning, Penguins and Islanders) 
have, you only had one pick in the first four rounds of last year’s draft, 
and you’re already without a second-rounder for the upcoming draft, 
that’s a dangerous place to be in. 

The Canucks don’t have a single prospect who’d rank among the 
league’s, say, 32 best. While they have OK depth in the pool on defence, 
and a few decent wing prospects, the cupboards are all but empty down 
the middle. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 18 (change: -10) 

1. Jack Rathbone, LHD, 22 (Vancouver Canucks/Abbotsford Canucks) 

It’s hard to evaluate players in Vancouver or Abbotsford because of the 
struggles both have faced this year as a whole. It’s definitely hard to 
evaluate a player who has bounced between both levels and is doing it in 
the midst of what amounts to his first ‘normal’ season as a professional. 
With that context in mind, I would say that Rathbone has neither 
exceeded nor underperformed expectations. And I wouldn’t read into that 
middling play too much, either, seeing as he’s had some terrible on-ice 
luck (as evidenced by his 5-on-5 shooting percentage and PDO). This is 
still a player who was one of the best defenders in college hockey at 
Harvard and played exceedingly well in his first taste of the AHL last 
season. Despite the 5-foot-10, 177-pound frame, Rathbone is capable of 
holding his own defensively while contributing both in transition and 
inside the offensive zone. And while he tops out as more of a PP2 guy 
than a PP1 guy, which limits his overall upside at his size, he’s a mobile 
four-way skater who is smooth through his pushes, agile through his 
crossovers, and comfortable transporting pucks in control. And while he 
hasn’t proven quite as evasive at the NHL level as I expected and he’s 
not going to break ankles or slice up coverage, he can escape past the 
first layer of pressure with relative ease. He also defends the rush 
reasonably well because of his ability to correct and adjust against 
opposing carriers. I still see the makings of a modern-day No. 4-6 
defenceman who maybe becomes slightly more than that as his career 
progresses. 

2. Danila Klimovich, RW, 18 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

I said when asked (repeatedly) at the beginning of the season that I 
believed Klimovich’s development would have been better served in the 
QMJHL with Rouyn-Noranda than in the AHL. There should have been 
no rush, especially given his unconventional career arc to date. I don’t 
think it could have — or should have — been assumed that he would 
dummy the level. And even if he went to junior and did, what would that 
have looked like? Would it be 80 points or would it be 100? And in either 
case, is that a bad thing? And what if he went back and he was closer to 
a point per game than above it? We just don’t know. But he wasn’t going 
to be the best player in either league or so far ahead of his peers that 
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you’re worried about his development there. It was going to be new and 
come with some adjustments regardless. He hasn’t looked out of place in 
the AHL, which is also likely a net-positive for his progression, but I still 
question the choice. 

As for the player? He’s got plenty of projectable tools, led by an explosive 
shot (standing still or moving, and through his release or one-timer), 
quick hands, a pro frame, and a tenacious, “go-get-the-puck.” I do worry 
a little about his feet and his spatial-awareness/problem solving, but I 
think the latter things will come with time and experience. If he can work 
on the former and pick up a step, he’s got a chance to be a middle-six 
winger. 

3. Jett Woo, RHD, 21 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

The numbers don’t pop but I’ve been quite impressed with Woo 
whenever I’ve watched Abbotsford this year. His defensive game is now 
being felt, he’s driving results on that side of the puck, and he looks like 
himself. Woo’s a player who blends the old with the new to play a 
throwback physical style that has modern puck-moving elements to it. He 
plays a stout defensive game, looks to close on opposing carriers and 
play the body, and leverage his sturdy 205-pound frame to lean on 
opposing players in board battles instead of outsmarting them. With the 
puck, he’s also a standout athlete with a powerful stride who can shed 
opposing players when he has the puck (though he’s more likely to lead 
a rush with a quick pass than his feet). His style, especially when it’s 
matched with his handedness, remains appealing in today’s game 
because it fills a void and he’s actually decently talented, so it’s not as 
though his throwback nature is all that he is. There are times when he 
can force things but he’s an intelligent kid and a sneaky-smart player 
whose efficiency and presence should make him a third-pairing option in 
time. 

Michael DiPietro (Bob Frid / USA TODAY) 

4. Michael DiPietro, G, 22 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

DiPietro has settled into a nice groove as a good (just shy of top) AHL 
goalie who is capable of stealing games when he’s on. He’s got rare 
athleticism that has been talked about for years, with explosiveness to 
his movements that gives him a unique (or close) ability to go post-to-
post or low-to-high to make difficult saves. And while he’s small in stature 
for today’s goalies (6-foot), he has worked hard to add weight and fill out 
his frame to build on that athletic advantage, fill out the frame a little 
more, and develop himself without losing some of the quickness that 
defines his game. He has also always been a beloved teammate for his 
charismatic, high-energy personality. And while there are still times when 
mid-danger shots sneak through his body more than they should, or his 
activeness in the net puts him out of position, he has made enough 
progress on both fronts to continue to warrant belief in his NHL 
aspirations. 

5. Joni Jurmo, LHD, 19 (Jukurit) 

Jurmo has always been a source of fascination for me, even last year 
when he hit a wall with JYP, bounced between levels, and then ultimately 
changed clubs for this season. The raw tools have always been 
appealing. He’s a 6-foot-4, 200-and-something-pound defender whose 
stride is powerful moving north-to-south and has shown, against his 
peers, that he can take over the game at both ends. Now in his second 
season at the pro level, and with a fresh start, he’s beginning to look like 
the player he did growing up again. He’s showing some confidence with 
the puck and some eagerness to join the rush, and he’s using his feet to 
pull away from pressure and remain active in the play, all of which is on 
display in this sequence: 

He’s also starting to put together some of the pieces that have 
sometimes lacked. He’s starting to think the game more consistently, for 
starters. The Jurmo of last year is throwing the puck on goal in this 
sequence. You can see that the Jurmo of this year wants to as well, but 
he forces himself to survey and makes a smarter play as well. 

There’s still work to do on his pivots and his attention to detail but he’s 
only 19, there’s no rush, and he’s making progress. As long as he’s 
taking steps forward instead of back, he’ll remain relevant. 

6. Aidan McDonough, LW, 22 (Northeastern University) 

McDonough’s late arrival at the college level meant that when he joined 
the Huskies as a freshman there couldn’t be the typical trial period. He 
had to showcase himself well immediately if he was going to hold status 
as an NHL prospect. It also meant that he probably couldn’t afford to stay 
for four seasons because the reality is that there aren’t many kids who 
are a few months away from turning 24 coming out of college hockey to 
successful NHL careers. And now he’s a junior and this feels like it. If he 
plays well enough, he earns an NHL deal and turns pro in Abbotsford 
(he’s not the level of kid that goes directly to the NHL). And so far, he 
has, becoming one of college hockey’s leading goal scorers and clearly 
the Huskies’ best forward and third-best player (after goalie Devon Levi 
and defender Jordan Harris). The goal-scoring streak, which saw him 
shoot 25 percent in a 13-goals-in-16-games bender to start the season, 
comes as a bit of a surprise (he’s good around the net and has skill but I 
wouldn’t call him a dynamic finisher). His challenge is that his skating and 
skill level are both good but he doesn’t really have a defining quality that 
will carry him. So he relies on his smarts and his ability to hang onto the 
puck and get into dangerous spots. He’s got a really good understanding 
of spacing (both in making plays into space with it and navigating space 
without it), above-average hands, and a fast feel for the game even if 
he’s not a burner as a skater. He’s going to be a good pro player. 
Whether that progresses beyond tweener to full-time NHLer is the 
question. 

7. Jacob Truscott, LHD, 19 (University of Michigan) 

After holding his own as an 18-year-old freshman on a top team last 
year, Truscott has taken a step forward on a similarly-good team this 
season, playing over multiple seniors mostly on the team’s second 
pairing with star prospect Luke Hughes. His quiet efficiency has always 
supported his partners well and I made the case during his draft year that 
he flew under the radar behind Jake Sanderson, Tyler Kleven, and Brock 
Faber at the program. Truscott plays an effective, well-rounded three-
zone game built upon a solid foundation of B-level tools. While he lacks a 
defining quality, he influences the game in subtle ways. He keeps his 
head up to put shots through traffic, he manages the puck without 
making mistakes, he’s consistent in his approach, he gaps well, and the 
ice normally tilts in his favour when games are done. That may not be 
enough to earn a contract out of college, where the guys who are now 
getting deals tend to almost exclusively be more productive than he has 
been (or likely will be) on a stacked Michigan team, but if he can get a 
little quicker and play with a little more aggression offensively, he 
warrants a deal. 

8. Linus Karlsson, C/RW, 22 (Skelleftea AIK) 

After two excellent seasons in the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan, 
Karlsson has transitioned smoothly into the top-level SHL with Skelleftea, 
becoming an impactful top-six player and one of the league’s best young 
players from the jump (at the time of this writing, he’s second in the 
league in scoring among under-23 players). Karlsson’s a heady player 
who sees the ice well, puts pucks into space through seams and layers, 
makes a ton of small plays all over the sheet, works to keep himself in 
plays, boasts a versatile shot (he’s got a useful one-timer and a 
dangerous wrister), and has slick hands. He doesn’t have star quality to 
his game, I’m not convinced he’ll be more than an AAAA guy, and he still 
needs to get a little quicker from a standstill, but the Canucks should 
work to sign him, bring him into the AHL fold, and see if he establish 
himself enough there (which I’d bet he will) to earn an NHL audition. 

9. Arvid Costmar, C, 20 (Linköping HC) 

Costmar has proven he can dominate against his peers (domestically 
and internationally) but the adjustment to the SHL level remains a work in 
progress. When he’s at his best, he’s playing an engaged, skilled, 
middle-lane drive game that takes possession to the inside and the net. 
He uses and a blend of footwork and good hands in traffic to spin or 
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rotate in and out of space or turn back against pressure to create a new 
passing lane. And though he’s not a particularly big player, Costmar 
doesn’t shy away from the physical side of the sport either, playing hard 
and flashing his skill between battles. He has struggled to play that style 
of game against men though, in part because of his ice-time but also 
because of his composition as a medium-sized, mid-pace player. When 
he does play quickly, he brings a lot to the table with and without the 
puck. The Canucks have yet to sign him but I wonder, if his opportunity 
doesn’t come, whether a reset in the AHL may eventually be the play. He 
needs to get a little quicker and get back some of the ambition he 
displayed at lower levels first though. 

10. Connor Lockhart, C/RW, 18 (Erie Otters) 

There was an air of uncertainty that loomed over Lockhart into the draft. 
No matter how much work teams did on guys like him and Ty Voit, the 
small number of players who would be picked without playing a game, it 
was just impossible to be confident about selecting them given how much 
of a transition year we know the 16-year-old season everyone was using 
to evaluate them is. But now he has played a decent sample size of 
games again and there’s a new baseline. After a productive but not ideal 
year and a half of training and skating in the Ottawa area, Lockhart has 
looked good but not spectacular in his return to Erie. He was a top 
prospect growing up through minor hockey on the back of his 
stickhandling, his playmaking and his energy. And while he’s not the 
biggest, or fastest, or strongest kid in the world, he’s faster and stronger 
than he might look out there and he doesn’t turn 19 until next week. His 
biggest obstacle remains his ability to get to the inside to create high-
danger chances for himself with enough consistency to be more than just 
a hard-working, playmaker type. You can tell he doesn’t want to be stuck 
on the perimeter and there’s enough deception and skill to his game to 
suggest he could attack there with relative ease against his peers, but 
there are some limitations there that still need to be worked out. I do 
wonder if he’ll be moved at some point here, given Erie’s bottom-of-the-
standings positioning. 

11. Jackson Kunz, C/LW, 19 (University of North Dakota) 

When the Canucks drafted Kunz in the fourth round out of Shattuck St. 
Mary’s, they were counting on the rapid development of a big kid who’d 
filled the net in the prep school circuit and had a late birthday (August 
2002 in a draft class of first-year eligibles that ended in September). His 
progression since, though, has been relatively slow all things considered. 
He posted 43 points in 50 games as Green Bay’s fourth-leading scorer 
last year and the transition to college hockey in his backyard at the 
University of North Dakota hasn’t gone smoothly this year either (though 
part of that was due to a November injury). Kunz has quick hands for his 
size and a hard wrist shot that pops off of his blade when he’s left open 
(he’s less effective at creating the same power under pressure). But a 
sluggish stride and mediocre processing skills when he’s asked to 
problem solve could limit his upside. It was always going to be a while 
before we knew what he is, so he’s worth waiting on and continuing to 
track, but he has looked a step behind at college pace and he’s going to 
need to develop a little more tempo if he wants to be more than a cycle 
and net-front presence who can handle and shoot the puck. He too often 
leaves me wanting more. 

12. Artur Silovs, G, 20 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

If I’d put together this list before the season began, Silovs wouldn’t have 
been on it. I’ve often found his game to be sloppy and lacking in control. 
He’s got pro size and athleticism, but he has long been prone to pulling 
himself out of position or letting routine shots sneak through. But he has 
also surprised me with his level in the AHL to date (though it’s a limited 
sample and he has regressed back down to earth a little since his two 
standout starts to begin the season). He fills the net and he can get to a 
lot of pucks when he doesn’t. That makes him worth working with. If he 
can refine some of the rough edges, there may be a good depth option 
there for the Canucks. But I wouldn’t be surprised if his career follows a 
roller-coaster trajectory that doesn’t land him in the NHL either. 

13. Jonathan Myrenberg, RHD, 18 (Linköping HC) 

Myrenberg, like the next player on this list, is a righty with enough 
redeeming qualities to warrant at least your continued attention. He’s got 
pro size, he skates well, he plays an efficient and calculating game, he 
reads and anticipates well defensively, and he’s choosy about when to 
push and when to make the simple play. And while his skill isn’t flashy, 
he can make plays. This sequence speaks to that. There’s the little bit of 
hesitation and deception under pressure in his own zone, the cross-ice 
outlet through neutral ice, and a dash of skill inside the offensive zone. 
He’s not making anyone look silly, or breaking the game open in a 
moment of individual brilliance, but a goal is scored and he has made 
three different plays to create it: 

14. Viktor Persson, RHD, 20 (Kamloops Blazers) 

After making the jump from Sweden to the WHL, Persson has become 
an important piece of a title-contending team in Kamloops. They’ve got 
serious depth on the blue line and his points don’t pop because he’s not 
a staple of the Blazers’ power play, but his steadying three-zone play has 
made a real difference for them. He takes smart routes, rarely makes 
mistakes, hits seams, and activates offensively when the play calls for it 
with average skill and above-average mobility. He probably tops out as a 
mid-rung pro but I opted to include him at the tail end here if nothing else 
than to encourage you to watch him and that Kamloops team. At the end 
of the day, he’s still a 6-foot-2 righty who defends well. That makes him 
peripherally relevant. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Canucks pool breaks down into three tiers, with a quartet of four 
players with real, everyday NHL aspirations, another group of kids who I 
project as tweeners but could be something more with the right 
development, and a final five group of kids who are long shots but offer 
some intrigue. 

1 

Jack Rathbone 

LHD 

22 

Abbotsford/Vancouver 

2 

Danila Klimovich 

RW 

18 

Abbotsford 

3 

Jett Woo 

RHD 

21 

Abbotsford 

4 

Michael DiPietro 

G 

22 

Abbotsford 
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5 

Joni Jurmo 

LHD 

19 

Jukurit 

6 

Aidan McDonough 

LW 

22 

Northeasten U. 

7 

Jacob Truscott 

LHD 

19 

U. of Michigan 

8 

Linus Karlsson 

C/RW 

22 

Skelleftea 

9 

Arvid Costmar 

C 

20 

Linkoping 

10 

Connor Lockhart 

C/RW 

18 

Erie 

11 

Jackson Kunz 

C 

19 

North Dakota 

12 

Arturs Silovs 

G 

20 

Abbotsford 

13 

Jonathan Myrenberg 

RHD 

18 

Linkoping 

14 

Viktor Persson 

RHD 

20 

Kamloops 
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The Armies: A very happy Brayden Point helps lead the Lightning to 
victory 

 

By Wyatt Arndt Jan 14, 2022 

 

It was the best of times, it was the blurst of times. 

The good news? The Vancouver Canucks looked much better against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning, one of the top teams in the NHL. The kind of 
game a coach can beam about in the postgame scrum and talk about the 
gumption on display that night. 

The bad news? The gulf between Vancouver and the top teams in the 
league was on full display once again. 

Give Tampa Bay enough time and they’ll find a way to strip you apart. It’s 
like Mike Tyson’s Punch-Out, where he would blink a couple of times to 
let you know the knockout punch is coming. You can try and dodge it all 
you want, but if it lands, your night is over. 

Not that this should shock anyone, of course. The winning streak was 
fun, but everyone knew the Canucks would eventually fall back to earth 
and become that playoff bubble team most people had pegged them as. 
For most fans, though, they simply want to see this kind of effort night in 
and night out. If they’re going to lose, at least put up a fight, which the 
Canucks did in spades Thursday night. 

Now I know we’ve had enough moral victories around these parts to last 
us a lifetime, but to the Canucks’ credit, this game felt like the good kind 
of moral victory. The team put up an honest effort, made Tampa Bay 
work for their two points, and Tyler Motte scored a pretty enough goal 
that he might actually manage to make it onto TSN, after the Raptors, 
Leafs, Blue Jays, Marlies, Toronto FC, Rock, Raptors Uprising, Toronto 
Ultra, Ryerson Rams, Seneca Sting, St. Michael’s Buzzers, and Handball 
Club Toronto highlights, of course. 

It also lets Jim Rutherford and Bruce Boudreau continue to see what kind 
of team they have on their hands, and which direction they might want to 
take the roster in the coming months. 

You can’t win them all, as they say, but you can at least make sweet 
sweet GIF money off the losses. 

VIPs, to the lounge! 

Best laser etching 

STAMMER WITH THE HAMMER. 

— ANDREW WADDEN (@ANDREWWADDEN) JANUARY 14, 2022 

WELP. THIS ISN’T GOOD. #CANUCKS 

— CASEY. (@SYMPHORIK) JANUARY 14, 2022 
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The Tampa Bay Lightning scored quickly when Steven Stamkos, wearing 
Steven Stamkos’ old No. 91, lasered a puck on net like it was Alderaan: 

Now I don’t have the advanced stats on hand here, but I believe I read 
somewhere that Stamkos is good at shooting a puck. Harman will do a 
deep dive later, but I have a sneaking suspicion he’s a good hockey 
player. 

You can break down goals and assign blame on a lot of them, but 
honestly, sometimes you just have to tip your hat to a fantastic shot. 
Tyler Myers does his best to block the shot, and Thatcher Demko is in 
position, but when Stamkos is busting out Silver Moon Crystal Eternal 
Power, there’s only so much you can do. 

In fact, the most surprising part of this play is that CG57 didn’t try drop-
kicking the puck out of the air, to be honest. 

Best putting on a show 

#CANUCKS HAVE HAD A COUPLE LOOKS OFF OF SCRAMBLE 
SHIFTS IN THE TAMPA END, BUT THE EARLY SHOT COUNTS 
REALLY DON’T REFLECT THE RUN OF PLAY HERE. TAMPA 
GENERATING ZONE TIME AND CHANCES SEEMINGLY AT WILL. 

— THOMAS DRANCE (@THOMASDRANCE) JANUARY 14, 2022 

You could almost picture the Tampa Bay Lightning, adorned in 
beachwear, standing at the grassy area near Kits Beach, tossing a 
football back and forth as they flexed for anyone driving down Cornwall. 

They just have that ability to make any turnover a potential threat against 
your person. 

Here the Canucks get picked off on a clearing attempt and the Lightning 
turn it around into a chance in the high slot for Mikhail Sergachev: 

Off the faceoff, Nikita Kucherov, master of the disappearing cap space, 
finds Mathieu Joseph all alone in front, who just misses the tip-in: 

Watch that clip again and see how the Canucks go from having three 
guys surrounding Joseph, to everyone backing off and leaving him alone 
in front. The Lightning move the puck around so well, you often see 
players chasing the play or being uncertain of what to do, and in this 
case, all three guys just kind of assume someone else has Joseph 
covered. 

Later in the period, Brayden Point, who I assure you was in a very good 
mood and not at all angry, just has the puck go off his stick on another 
great chance in close: 

The Canucks on the night actually dominated the Corsi wars, which is a 
credit to their forecheck and work effort. But Tampa Bay, man, they are 
just an elite team. One second they’re wishing you Happy New Years, 
the next they’re hitting you over the head with a bottle and just 
mercilessly beating you in front of a bunch of people. 

Best value for your dollar 

3 STRAIGHT GAMES WITH A GOAL FOR #CANUCKS GRIND LINE 

— JEFF PATERSON (@PATERSONJEFF) JANUARY 14, 2022 

HIGHMORE-LAMMIKKO-MOTTE IS THE MOST FEARED LINE IN 
HOCKEY RIGHT NOW #CANUCKS 

— JT IN THE WACK    (@JT_WACK) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Oddly enough, the one line that did get ripped in Corsi was the Canucks’ 
third(?)/fourth(?) line of Matthew Highmore-Juho Lammikko-Motte. 

There were several shifts where they got hemmed in their own zone and 
got the dreaded “ice time clock” to appear on screen, as they flirted with 
two-minute shifts, which is what probably led to that imbalance. 

But offensively, they were the best line on the night, which is another 
good news/bad news situation. Obviously you want your top players 

doing the damage, but hey, for a team that has struggled with scoring, 
they’ll take anything at this point. 

Sometimes the free coffee you win is from Tim Horton’s, and that’s OK. 

And this line? It was good! They generated chances and managed to 
cause turnovers, like the one that led to the Canucks’ first goal: 

Motte’s active stick prevents a zone exit and then the line just keeps 
charging forward, with Matty “Two Shoes” Highmore throwing the puck 
on net, and eventually beating Andrei Vasilevskiy, who I believe is two 
J.S. Gigueres duct-taped into one. 

But again, a game against the Lightning is like playing Takeshi’s 
Challenge: Sometimes you lose and it feels unfair. 

Best Travis Green tribute 

THOSE LAST MIN GOALS ARE SUCH A KILLER #CANUCKS 

— DAN MACHHOLZ (@DANMACHHOLZ) JANUARY 14, 2022 

I’M SHOCKED HUNT AND POOLMAN ARE A BAD PAIR. #CANUCKS 

— MIKE K (@MIKEK_MODE) JANUARY 14, 2022 

The Lightning made it 2-1 with under 30 seconds left when Anthony 
Cirelli was left unattended in the toy section, popping in a backhander 
behind a slightly surprised and I assume dismayed Demko: 

I need to clarify once more that at no point during this period was Point 
angry. He is perhaps one of the happiest players I have ever seen play 
the game of hockey, and it was a treat to watch him tonight. 

Best returns 

A PETTERSSON-HORVAT-GARLAND LINE SOUNDED LIKE IT 
WOULD BE GOOD, AND THROUGH 20 MINUTES… IT IS! 

TRIO SPENT 4:12 TOGETHER 5ON5 AND IN THAT 4:12 THE 
#CANUCKS: 

– OUT-ATTEMPTED TAMPA 9-1 

– OUT-SHOT TAMPA 5-1 

– DIDN’T SURRENDER A SCORING CHANCE 

– CONTROLLED 72% OF EXPECTED GOALS 

— THOMAS DRANCE (@THOMASDRANCE) JANUARY 14, 2022 

With Boudreau going back to the Tanner Pearson/J.T. Miller/Brock 
Boeser line, Elias Pettersson slid onto the wing to play with Bo Horvat 
and Conor Garland, giving Boudreau his most top-heavy top-six rollout 
we’ve seen yet. 

And as Drance points out, it worked out pretty well early on, and in fact, 
ended up being the best line of the night in terms of puck control, 
generating good looks at the net and overall looking like three rugged 
dudes who understand the importance a nice belt plays for an average-
looking suit. 

Did Pettersson score Thursday? No. In fact, he only ended up getting 
one shot. But don’t let that fool you — he played a very good game of 
hockey. He was engaged throughout, generated several breakaways and 
set up his linemates for many good chances. 

Best trying their best 

CANUCKS ARE DOMINATING…I DON'T CARE WHAT DRANCE SAYS. 

— ADAM BROPHY (@ROCKETMAN_AB) JANUARY 14, 2022 

The Canucks played well in the second period, but you just continued to 
see Tampa Bay generating high quality chances at will: 

Remember when Tampa Bay’s goalie was Daren Puppa? And former 
Canuck Brian Bradley led the team in scoring? 
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Fun fact: Bradley won the Pavel Bure Award for Vancouver in 1989. 

Fun fact: The Sedins never won that award, but somehow David Booth 
and Zack Kassian did. 

Anyway, what’s that? You want to see some Daren Puppa saves set to a 
heavy beat for no reason?? 

Let’s gooooooooooooo! 

(Everyone knows you set hockey highlights to Gob. Rookie mistake.) 

Best I hear you calling, calling for me out in the night 

HOW IS THAT NOT A PENALTY ON PERRY #CANUCKS 

— SABS (@BOBOESBRUCE) JANUARY 14, 2022 

As good as Tampa Bay is, the Canucks did make them work for their 
lunch, and continued to push back against the defending Stanley Cup 
champions: 

I bet you’re asking yourself, did Corey Perry pull the net off on purpose? 
How dare you accuse this man of such a heinous act? You’re going to 
feel pretty silly once we watch the replay — 

Oh. Nonetheless. 

Best but it’s all bad, and I know that 

@THESTANCHION NOW THAT'S AN ARMIES GIF! #2ON0 
#STICKTHROW 

— SAWYER MARSH (@SAWYERMARSH) JANUARY 14, 2022 

IS THAT WHY HUGHES DIDN'T MAKE THE ALL-STAR TEAM? 
#CANUCKS 

— TRENT LEITH (@TRENTL14) JANUARY 14, 2022 

It stands to reason that with the Canucks pushing for offense, they’re 
going to be open to counterattacks. As Miyagi-Do teaches us, countering 
and defense can often carry you to victory. 

Quinn Hughes seems like more of a Cobra Kai kind of guy though, as he 
didn’t wait to counter; he just straight up yeets his stick once he turns the 
puck over: 

Strike first. 

Strike hard. 

No stick. 

It’s obviously an unfortunate chain of events, and a mistake Hughes 
doesn’t make often, but Tampa Bay has a way of doing that sort of thing 
to you. 

I think my favorite part of the play is when Hughes tosses his stick and 
then just sort of barrel rolls away into sadness. 

Tampa Bay would immediately get another odd-man rush after that goal, 
which Demko had to be sharp to stop: 

And later off another turnover, the Lightning had another breakaway 
chance that had to be stopped by Demko: 

It’s important to note that Point was overjoyed at the breakaway chance, 
and even though Myers might have hooked him slightly, he was just 
happy he got to skate with the puck for a bit. 

Best between-the-legs move since Florida 

AND Y’ALL WONDER WHY BEDARD’S FAVOURITE PLAYER IS 
MOTTE… UNREAL 

— JG (@JUSTEN8) JANUARY 14, 2022 

TYLER MOTTE WHAT THE FUCK YOU ARE DISGUSTING HOLY 
SHIT. #CANUCKS 

— JOEY IS SHINYXIII NOW (@NONOTTHATJOEY) JANUARY 14, 
2022 

DRANCE TOMORROW ON RADIO: 

“I COULD MOTTE BELIEVE THAT GOAL.” 

— 𝗖𝗵𝗿𝗶𝘀 FABER    (@CHRISFABER39) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Motte, who seemingly finds breakaways very hard to score on, somehow 
is able to bust out an insane between-the-legs goal like it’s no big deal: 

Maybe on breakaways he gets caught up in thinking of all the moves he 
wants to try out. 

“Do I want to do a 360? Should I close my eyes and juggle the puck? 
Should I Superman slide it in?” 

The simplicity of only having one second to act allows Motte to cut 
through the noise and simply go between his legs and pop it top-shelf 
where Mom keeps the name of who her actual favorite kid is. 

Best missing an old friend 

WELL, YEAH. THAT THEY NEEDED AN EMPTY-NETTER IS A MORAL 
VICTORY, ANYWAY.#CANUCKS 

— ERINLWOH (@ERINLWOH) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Hey, Hughes tried his best, but only one man would have stopped this 
goal: Alex Edler. 

Kids these days don’t understand the importance of stacking the pads in 
these moments. 

Best two ways to say the same thing 

LOTS OF POSITIVE THINGS IN THIS GAME. AT THE VERY LEAST 
THE NEW REGIME IS GETTING TO SEE WHAT THEY’VE GOT WITH 
THIS GROUP #CANUCKS 

— PHIL (@PARTPHIL) JANUARY 14, 2022 

THIS GAME HAD VERY 123 KID VS BRET HART VIBES 
@THESTANCHION PIC.TWITTER.COM/S9CDWLRXXB 

— DARRYL KEEPING (@DKEEPING) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Best challenge extended 

ARE YOU CHALLENGING ME TO GIF EVERY SHOT HE TAKES 
TONIGHT? CHALLENGE ACCEPTED. 

— WYATT ARNDT (@THESTANCHION) JANUARY 13, 2022 

OK, so let’s take a look at Pettersson’s night, shall we? He’s been a big 
topic of discussion, and his move to the wing should allow him not to 
have to worry about the responsibilities of being a center. 

He had 17 minutes of ice time, one shot and 5:39 of ice time on the 
power play. 

The power play, well, it wasn’t good. It was static once more, and never 
felt like a threat. 

It was something Boudreau called out postgame as well: 

“I THINK SOMETIMES WE’RE TRYING TO BE TOO CUTE AND 
THAT’S GOT TO CHANGE,” SAYS BOUDREAU OF THE CLUB’S 0/4 
PERFORMANCE ON THE POWER PLAY. 

SAYS IT’S ON HIM FOR PUTTING THE SAME GUYS OUT EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY. CLEARLY UNHAPPY WITH THE CLUB’S 5ON4 
FORM. 

— THOMAS DRANCE (@THOMASDRANCE) JANUARY 14, 2022 

But aside from that, Pettersson played a very strong game, whether he 
went hard to the net looking for rebounds … 
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… or charged up the ice with the puck to gain the offensive zone in a way 
we haven’t seen enough from him lately … 

… or found an open man for a shot … 

He looked good. Obviously, shots are an issue, as Jeff points out. I don’t 
think many people would have had Myers outshooting EP40, except for 
noted chaos enthusiasts who understand how giraffes work. 

He was playing well enough that Tampa Bay tried to get rid of his stick at 
one point: 

And there were several times when it felt like one little bounce would lead 
to a goal, but for some reason the hockey gods are still angry at him. 
Here he goes to the net and the puck just barely gets away from him: 

Here he sets up Horvat for a brilliant chance in front, and then just 
misses a one timer on the return pass: 

Hughes sends in EP40 alone to do his dekes and he just misses the net: 

The one shot Pettersson did get was in fact missed by the Canadian 
audience because the cameraman was lovingly staring into Miller’s eyes 
for a heroic shot block he had just made: 

That clip doesn’t look like much, but as an award-winning journalist I dug 
deeper and found the full play on the American feed: 

That’s the old Elias right there, the kid who generates a breakaway out of 
pure anger, will, skill, and questionable fashion choices. 

And with the Canucks looking to tie the game up late, it was Pettersson 
who set up Boeser for the best chance: 

I know it’s tiring to hear “give it time” when it comes to Pettersson, but it 
really felt like if Petey continues to have games like this, the points will 
come. 

Best description 

PETEY’S SHOOTING WITH THE ACCURACY OF A STORMTROOPER 
TONIGHT #CANUCKS 

— LAUREL (@LAURELELIZA40) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Best advice 

MY NEW THEORY ON PETEY. HIS ENTIRE 'PLAYER SERIES' GEAR 
DESIGN WAS BASED ON THE BLACK SKATE LOGO/JERSEY FROM 
THE 90'S. AS OF YET THEY HAVE NOT WORN THAT JERSEY… THE 
MOMENT THEY DO PETEY BREAKS OUT.#CANUCKS #VANVSTBL 

— KEN HENDERSON (@KRUSTY027) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Free the skate. 

Save the world. 

Hardest decision 

STANLEY CUP CHAMPION LUKE SCHENN RETURNS TONIGHT 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/WRRX7Z0WAC 

— ANDREW WEISS (@WEISSHOCKEYTALK) JANUARY 13, 2022 

Did the pinch to land the big hit lead to a chance the other way? 

Much like magical arrows, sometimes it’s best if we don’t talk about it. 

Best anti-spin 

The Lightning’s mobile and skilled defense stood out as one of the 
biggest differences between the two teams. 

On one side you have Erik Cernak coming in undressing Oliver Ekman-
Larrsson and almost setting up a tap-in: 

On the other end you have Brad Hunt sweeping the leg and getting 
kicked out of the All Valley Karate Tournament: 

Oddly enough, there was no penalty called on that play. 

Best Florida man has angry meltdown in Walmart parking lot 

THE FACT THE CANUCKS HAVE GARLAND FOR ANOTHER 4 
YEARS HONESTLY MAKES FALLING ASLEEP AT NIGHT THAT 
MUCH EASIER. #CANUCKS 

— 🇨🇦 JOHN PROCTOR 🇨🇦 (@JATPROCTOR) JANUARY 14, 2022 

THAT WAS A PERFECTLY CLEAN HIT BY GARLAND, POINT JUST 
ISN'T USED TO BEING HIT THAT HARD BY SOMEONE SMALLER 
THAN HE IS. #CANUCKS 

— DANIEL WAGNER (@PASSITTOBULIS) JANUARY 14, 2022 

I DON'T READ LIPS VERY WELL, BUT I THINK BRAYDEN POINT IS 
WISHING CONOR GARLAND A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/QQQJKXUPDS 

— HARMAN DAYAL (@HARMANDAYAL2) JANUARY 14, 2022 

In a shocking turn of events, Point, the happiest player I know, absolutely 
lost his mind over this devastating hit in which Garland gently and safely 
lowered him to the ground: 

Something about Garland just seems to bring out the best in people. 

Best question 

POINT MIGHT TRY AND FIGHT MOTTE AFTER MOTTE STOLE THE 
PUCK FROM HIM. #CANUCKS 

— JAY BEAR (@THEJAYBEAR) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Best luddite moment 

I’m pretty sure Garland was just smashing some bees that were on the 
ground. Some would call him a hero for this. 

Best chaos giraffe moment 

Myers giving the puck to his teammate, then checking his teammate and 
getting the puck back, and then turning the puck over, was the height of 
his chaos on the night: 

Aside from that, it was another solid night from Myers, who continues to 
play well under Boudreau. 

And because you VIPs deserve the best, here’s a clip of CG57 hitting the 
post: 

Easiest choice 

THATCHER DEMKO IS AN NHL ALL-STAR. #CANUCKS 

— IRFAAN GAFFAR (@IRFGAFFAR) JANUARY 13, 2022 

Canucks fans are probably torn about wanting Demko to take the time off 
instead of playing, but it’s still a well-deserved honor for Thatcher. 

Can Demko avenge the robbery of John Garrett’s 1983 All-Star MVP that 
was stolen from him by the NHL? We shall wait and see. 
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Canucks AGM Derek Clancey Q&A: ‘We are going to start changing how 
we do things’ 

 

By Thomas Drance Jan 13, 2022 
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New Canucks president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford’s very first 
hire in Vancouver was new assistant general manager Derek Clancey. 

Hailing from St. John’s, Newfoundland, Clancey is a hockey lifer. He 
played over 400 ECHL games and transitioned into retirement gradually, 
first as a player-coach and then as a minor league coach at the ECHL 
and AHL levels. 

Leaving the coaching fraternity, Clancey went on to spend 15 years with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, where he was promoted from professional 
scout, to director of professional scouting, to director of player personnel. 
He also won three Stanley Cups and had his name transcribed on the 
trophy after the club’s back-to-back wins in 2015 and 2016. 

Understated, forthright and old school, Rutherford’s new lieutenant has 
begun to do the work of evaluating every level of Canucks hockey 
operations — from the team on the ice, to the prospect pipeline, to 
support staff, to professional and amateur scouting staffs. 

The experienced player personnel man has been a mainstay at Canucks 
practices over the course of the past month, sitting in the stands with the 
likes of Ryan Johnson and Stan Smyl and Henrik and Daniel Sedin. As 
the club headed out on a gruelling five-game road trip, he was tapped on 
the shoulder to travel with them. And behind the scenes, Clancey is 
beginning to consult on putting Rutherford’s stamp on a new-look 
Canucks hockey operations department. 

“I like to think I’m a collaborative person,” Clancey told The Athletic on 
Wednesday morning, politely ducking the question when asked if there 
was a scouting story, or a find that he was particularly proud of. “I don’t 
want to single myself out. We did it as a group. We had great people in 
Pittsburgh doing the work and the results showed that in time.” 

Over the course of a lengthy one-on-one conversation with The Athletic, 
Clancey discussed his views on the role of analytics, the changes in 
professional scouting wrought by the pandemic, his relationship with 
Rutherford, taking pride in the Buzz Flibbet, Mark Donk meme and what’s 
next for a front office intent on changing “what a Vancouver Canuck is 
going to be.” 

You’re an ECHL Hall of Famer. You played over 400 career games. 
Nowadays, a guy scoring 100 points a year in the ECHL probably at least 
gets a sniff in the American League, at least on a PTO. What were you 
like as a player? How does it inform who you’ve been in your hockey 
operations career? 

I was an offensive player, obviously. I think I was a player that had 
hockey sense, could play in all situations at that level and a guy the 
coach really relied on to play in the big situations and moments. 

I was fortunate to play with great players, a lot of guys that went on to 
play in the American League or get chances in the American League. I 
would just say that I was, overall, a dependable 200-foot guy that just 
tried to make the right decisions at the right times. 

Is there anything about how you played that you identify with now as you 
evaluate talent? 

My last few years as a player I was more of a player-assistant coach, 
which at that point they allowed in the league. So you start processing 
the game differently as a player, I think, when you’re starting to evaluate 
different things. 

Then I went into coaching and hockey operations right away when I 
retired. That helped me evolve as a coach, and then my coaching 
background allows me to see things that perhaps people that haven’t 
coached might not see — just little details in players that, on a 
scoresheet, he might not fit this role, but he could fit in a different role on 
a different line because of what he does. You don’t get caught up in the 
numbers sometimes or the stats sheet, you kind of watch and evaluate. 

“OK, here’s this player and he’s not fitting this, but can he fit in elsewhere 
and be part of the puzzle that makes you win?” That’s where my 
experience going from playing-assistant coaching, to coaching, to 
scouting — and no one bats 100 percent — but I think it helps. As does 

having good staff around you, helps to process it as a group, and you try 
to get the right information. Those are the biggest takeaways for me from 
my playing and coaching career, all rolled into one. 

You had already won a Cup when Jim Rutherford joined the Penguins 
organization. In fact, you were already the director of pro scouting. What 
were your first impressions, how quickly did you realize there was 
working compatibility there? 

I think pretty quickly. Jim is a very easy guy to work for, he’s very detailed 
in what he wants and it’s very straightforward. For me, there’s not a lot of 
grey in my world when I’m evaluating people. 

There’s a lot of “here’s the role, this is what I want you to do, go do it.” So 
for me, that was perfect, it was easy. Jim and I have had a great 
relationship in terms of communication, and that evolved right from the 
start. 

What I like about Jim is that he doesn’t fool around. He thinks everything 
through, he knows what kind of players and teams he wants and he gets 
to that formulation as quickly as he can with due diligence. I like that, I 
like the aggressive nature. There’s no point discussing something for six 
weeks if it’s something you want to do and it’s right there in front of you. 
Let’s move ahead — if it makes your team better, let’s do it. I really like 
that style of management. 

Obviously it’s dicey for any director in hockey operations when new 
leadership comes in — and you’ve experienced it multiple times in your 
career. What do you remember about that period when Jim first came in, 
in 2014? What was it like as Jim integrated some of Ray Shero’s 
directors and AGMs and personnel into his leadership group? And are 
there echoes of it as you and Jim have begun to sink your teeth into this 
gig in Vancouver? 

My first experience really was when Jim came into Pittsburgh, I had 
another opportunity on the table that at the time I really wanted to do. 

When he came in, in my mind, I was already leaning toward leaving for 
another opportunity. So we went through our first meetings with Jim, and 
then we sat down and had a 1-on-1 meeting and he just basically said, “I 
want you to stay and work with me.” And it felt genuine. 

It hits home when you feel wanted; in this business, it can go either way 
sometimes. Pittsburgh was a great place to work, we had great staff, 
good people, we had some success and were a contender. That 
environment was a tremendous place to work and learn from. I 
remember sitting down, leaving the meeting and going back to Phoenix 
for the summer thinking about it and thinking, “You know, I think I want to 
stay.” And thank goodness I did because we ended up having success 
shortly after that! 

Coming into Vancouver it’s the same thing. We have good people here. 
We have to give people the chance to work and evaluate where they are 
and kind of hope you can work with everybody. The last thing we want to 
do is make any kind of quick decisions. People are here for a reason, 
they’ve been here. It’s just about giving people the time to get know them 
and for them to get to know us and see if there’s a fit. 

With Pittsburgh over the years, there became this run of anonymous 
guys that turned out to be really good. Guys just seemingly out of 
nowhere. And there was a joke online about how the Penguins would 
have guys named “Mark Donk” and “Buzz Flibbet,” and look at that — 
they both have over 40 points. I’m curious to know, is this something you 
were aware of as a group or took any pride in? 

(Laughs) Yeah. When we were in the fire, the thing about pro and 
amateurs is that when you make a pro decision it’s here tomorrow. You 
can evaluate a guy pretty quickly, in terms of how he fits with your group. 
With amateur decisions, you draft a guy and it’s several years down the 
road before he’s in your group. 

So it’s different on the pro side that way — going to what you’re talking 
about in evaluating players — because if you make a trade for a guy 
today he’s there tomorrow. He’s playing for you the next night and you 
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find out pretty quickly if he fits, if he has success and where he’s going to 
go. 

I think whenever you make a trade and you feel good about it but you’re 
not 100 percent happy or sure about it, that’s a good feeling to have. 
Those are the ones you process, you weigh the pros and the cons in 
your group. In-house in Pittsburgh we took pride in finding pieces that 
maybe didn’t fit somewhere else, and that came in and fit with our group. 
The Justin Schultzs and guys like that. 

I remember being in Edmonton listening to Schultz get booed out of the 
building and you’re reading stuff in the media, but he was a good player, 
he just didn’t fit for them in Edmonton. Then he comes into Pittsburgh 
and he was a top-four defenceman for us in back-to-back Stanley Cup 
runs. 

I mean, it’s the same player. It’s just about the fit. 

We took pride in that as a group. We really put in work on what we 
wanted in a player. Our American League coaches at the time were John 
Hynes and Alain Nasreddine and they did an unbelievable job developing 
players like Teddy Blueger and Conor Sheary and Tom Kühnhackl and 
Scott Wilson, and getting them ready to play in the NHL. And when they 
came up to the NHL — and Mike Sullivan had a little bit of experience 
with some of these players in Wilkes-Barre in his couple of months down 
there — it all really worked in terms of integrating them into our team, 
and how we wanted to go with the structure, the speed, the north-south 
style. 

That’s something in Vancouver we’re going to strive to improve on. It’s a 
collaborative effort, right down to the development, the American League, 
our draft picks. It all has to work together if we’re going to cross the finish 
line. It isn’t easy, it’s a big group, we all need to work in the same way. In 
Pittsburgh, that’s how it worked, and it’s the people first — getting the 
right people — and then it’s executing the plan. 

That’s the direction we want to go now. This team has a lot of talent, it 
has a good core group to it, it’s just a matter of sorting it out now and 
seeing what direction we want to go in. 

Asking around the industry in preparing for this interview after you were 
hired, I’ve been told that you’re old school and that your work ethic is 
through the roof. Is that fair? How would you describe yourself as a talent 
evaluator? 

Well, I think I’m OK? (Laughing) 

We all have our own opinions on a player and we all have our own 
backgrounds in evaluating players. We all take different things, but it’s 
the same on every team: you sit down, you have your opinions, you listen 
to your group, you take the information, the good and the bad, why you 
like a guy and why they don’t like a guy, and you hopefully get to the right 
decision. 

You’re getting paid to do a job. I’d never want my employer to think he 
was overpaying me. That’s just how I’m wired. That’s just the 
Newfoundland in me. You work hard and good things happen. 

Sometimes it’s a long and frustrating road, but you persevere and 
hopefully the results show it. That’s just how I’ve been brought up. 

I like to think that I’m a hard worker; that’s a great compliment to hear. I 
hope I can continue to do that in Vancouver. It’s a great opportunity here 
and I think this team is going in the right direction. Just a matter of putting 
that hard work into it.  

The pandemic has changed everything, and pro scouting has been 
particularly impacted. Travel restrictions in particular have led to the rise 
of video in hockey operations around the league. What does the future of 
pro scouting look like in your view and where does video fit? 

I would agree right now that there’s a lot of uncertainty, especially in 
planning a schedule. Things change. Games get cancelled. It’s hard to 
get to Europe, planning it out ahead of time, and know that you’ll be able 
to get there in a month’s time. 

I think for me getting our staff in place, we might have to add a couple of 
people over there (in Europe) because you can’t get there and it has to 
get covered. Whether it’s part time people or having people in the area in 
certain pockets, so at least they can get there and you can get coverage. 
You have to lean on the video. I’m not a video guy — I’m more of an eye 
test guy when it comes to that. 

At least at the NHL and pro level, the video is typically better. You can 
get a better angle and better viewpoints of the game. That helps a little 
bit. 

In terms of getting a comfort level of what the player is, you can’t dissect 
the details of his game (on video), but you can get a feel for the basic 
profile — how he skates, how he plays, how he competes, size. 

Then there’s the analytics, whatever you can get, to base the information 
and formulate it all together. Then you can go through it and try to get to 
an answer. 

It is harder. I keep hoping that this is all going to settle itself out and we’ll 
get back to something like normalcy in terms of a lifestyle. That’s the 
hope. It definitely has changed a little bit, but it’s just relying on your 
people and whatever resources you’ve got. That’s all we can do right 
now. 

You bring up analytics. How much do you weigh them in your process? 

Personally, I’m not a big analytics person. I look at a few things, but I 
don’t use it in its entirety. 

I look at a few key factors when I’m looking at a player. I use that, 
compare it to how I think of a player and see if it correlates. The biggest 
fear is that I’m here and the analytics are in a totally different place, and 
you have to ask yourself: Why is it so different? That’s when you try to 
get to the middle, maybe I’m not seeing something, or maybe the 
analytics aren’t analyzing something. So you have to dive into it, and see 
why there’s a big difference. 

I think all the information is good. Everyone uses it differently. Some staff 
members might use it more than I use it. But at the end of the day, it’s 
just about using all the information available to you. Maybe that’s a 
generic answer, but that’s the bottom line. 

Just under a month into your Vancouver tenure, what does your portfolio 
include at the moment? 

I’m with the team in Florida right now, but my primary responsibility right 
now is evaluating everyone on staff — our scouting. Going through what 
they’ve done in the past, the direction, how we’re going to change it 
going forward, how we’re going to evaluate players. 

Our amateur meetings are coming up here soon, that’ll be my first 
chance to really talk to everyone — through Zoom at least — and 
explain. I didn’t want to disrupt them much right away since the meetings 
were so close, so we’re going to get through the meetings first and let 
them go through the process. 

We are going to start changing how we do things, how we evaluate 
players, what we look for and the kind of player we want in Vancouver. 
Then we’ll get the guys acclimated as quickly as possible and start going 
in a different direction, with a clarity on what a Vancouver Canuck is 
going to be. 

As you said, you’re travelling with the club on this current road trip. What 
are your first impressions of what your organization has to work with? 
What areas are you and Jim still evaluating? And how complicated has 
that process become just as a result of how disruptive the past month 
has been? 

It’s been somewhat difficult because you play two games and then you’re 
not playing for a week, then some guys get COVID. So we really haven’t 
had the group together since I’ve been here for one reason or another. 

The guys were going really good there, then we head into that COVID 
break. On Tuesday, I think we were a little rusty. There’s a lot of talent 
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here. We have an outstanding goaltender, which is very, very important. 
We have good pieces on the blue line, good pieces up front. 

There’s still some evaluation on how we look as a team, but everything is 
kind of still new. So you want to just give it time to make sure you don’t 
make any wrong decisions, so that you can evaluate players the right 
way. It’s too early probably to make any conclusions on where we are, 
but I like the youth that we have. We have talent, we have pieces in all 
the areas you need to have them. 

Now it’s just about going through the process of: Is the support staff 
right? Is how we’re playing right? And I’ll leave that to Jim. He’s the 
ultimate evaluator, and he’ll come in at some point with a direction of how 
it’s going to go. And we’ll follow that direction. 

This interview has been edited and condensed. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.14.2022 

1232094 Boston Bruins 

 

It’s David Pastrnak’s turn for a hat trick as Bruins beat Flyers 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff,Updated January 13, 2022, 9:46 p.m. 

 

David Pastrnak couldn’t contain his excitement. 

“Oh man, I was so happy to have him back. You have no idea,” Pastrnak 
said after Thursday night’s game, speaking about who else but Tuukka 
Rask. 

“I was ready to leave it all out there for him. I told him I was going to get a 
hat trick before the game. He didn’t believe me.” 

Pastrnak made good on his promise to the returning netminder, 
connecting with his newfound mates on the No. 2 line for one goal, and 
pounding home two more on the power play, in the Bruins’ 3-2 win over 
the Flyers. 

Rask, in familiar, fine form, stopped 25 of 27 shots in his first game since 
last June 9, when he was struggling with a tear in the labrum of his hip in 
a second-round playoff series loss to the Islanders. 

“It was [emotional],” said Rask, who was showered with “Tuuuuuuk” calls 
every time he was involved in the play. “It was very much out of the 
normal, I guess, the way I was feeling before the game … It was great to 
see the fan support. The best fans. 

“It felt like I was home, basically.” 

Rask later revealed that, while compromised last spring, he couldn’t 
attempt some of the kick saves he made in the first period: “Totally out of 
the question.” 

The toughest was shooting out his right pad while dropping into a 
butterfly. But that’s what he did in the second period, denying 
Philadelphia’s Cam Atkinson for one of his three breakaway saves. 
Coach Bruce Cassidy said in terms of tracking, stopping, and playing 
puck, he “looked like old Tuukka.” Rask reported no medical issues 
postgame, beyond normal soreness. 

The Bruins (21-11-2) enter a Saturday matinee with Western 
Conference-leading Nashville (1 p.m.) having won four in a row, and 
seven of eight since Jan. 1. Their bargain-bin goalie (one-year, $1 million 
contract) may trade spots with Linus Ullmark. 

The Bruins, who used a defensive six-pack including AHL-seasoned 
Tyler Lewington, Jack Ahcan, and Urho Vaakanainen (the latter gaining 
traction), won a tighter contest against Philadelphia (13-16-7) than their 
previous beatdowns of Tampa Bay, Washington and Montreal. Veterans 
made mistakes, too, particularly in a sloppy second period and late in the 

third, when a pair of puck-over-glass penalties (Brandon Carlo, Charlie 
Coyle) gave the Flyers a two-man advantage. 

Flyers netminder Carter Hart stopped 33 of 36, keeping the Bruins from 
extending their lead beyond Pastrnak’s 14th, 15th, and 16th goals of the 
season. Pastrnak, like All-Star snub Brad Marchand, has eight strikes in 
the last 10 days. 

“He certainly looks like he’s turned the corner,” Cassidy said of Pastrnak. 
“It looked like he could have had five or six goals.” 

Pastrnak struck on the first shot of the game, at 1:51 of the first, the 
second line of Taylor Hall, Erik Haula, and Pastrnak jumping all over the 
Flyers’ poor passing and high-zone coverage. 

“Big goal for us as a line,” Pastrnak said. “We got a turnover, and I think 
none of us had the puck on our stick longer than a second, but we all 
touched it, and it ended up in the net.” 

Pastrnak had his second, at 5:27, before Rask faced a shot. On the 
power play, Marchand sold a shot and expertly hooked a cross-ice pass 
to his right wing. 

Rask swallowed up Ivan Provorov’s wrister from the point at 9:19 of the 
first (shots to that point: 7-0, Boston) and made one of his biggest stops 
with 9:28 left in the second. After Justin Braun sprung Joel Farabee with 
a stretch pass, Rask closed the pads to deny Farabee’s backhand, five-
hole deke attempt. Rask also made that breakaway save on Atkinson, 
whose redirect of a point shot at 8:02 of the second cut the Bruins’ lead 
to 2-1. 

Farabee made good with 5:00 left in the second, tying the game at 2 with 
fantastic, coordinated skill. He took another pass up the middle, corralling 
it with his skates and stick. Charlie McAvoy, waiting at the far blue line, 
was on his heels and made a poor attempt at a hip check. His fellow 
Boston University Terrier played give-and-go with Atkinson and dunked 
the return feed. 

The Bruins went on the power play 16 seconds later, Craig Smith 
drawing a trip. Pastrnak drew a hooking call, giving the Bruins 48 
seconds of five on three. He pumped home a one-timer for the hat trick at 
16:45. 

Pastrnak had eight goals in his first 28 games. He has eight goals in his 
last 18 periods. In celebration, he picked up a black-and-gold toque. It 
wasn’t as “sexy” as the one Marchand collected the night before, but no 
matter. 

The last instance of hat tricks in back-to-back nights scored by different 
Bruins was Peter McNab and Barry Pederson on April 3-4, 1982, against 
the Nordiques and Whalers. This is the sixth time it has happened in 
Bruins annals. 

Philadelphia's Zack MacEwen throws a punch at Tyler Lewington during 
a second-period fight Thursday night at TD Garden.JOHN TLUMACKI/ 

Don’t tell Pastrnak that his buddy “Tuuks” didn’t make it possible. 

“It’s really good to have him back,” Pastrnak said of Rask. “He’s one of 
my closest friends and I missed him, obviously. He was outstanding, the 
saves he made. Great to have him back. I could be sitting here for 15 
minutes talking about him.” 
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Brad Marchand not named an All-Star; Patrice Bergeron will represent 
Bruins 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated January 13, 2022, 7:22 p.m. 
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Brad Marchand has a history of turning snubs into motivation. 

He should get quite a boost from this one. 

Despite being Boston’s best player this season, a top-10 scorer in the 
NHL, and a nightly fire-starter for the red-hot Bruins, Marchand was not 
named an All-Star when the teams were announced on Thursday night. 

Patrice Bergeron, instead, will represent the Bruins. It is his third All-Star 
Game selection (2015, 2016). 

The 36-year-old captain is having another excellent campaign, producing 
28 points (11 goals, 17 assists) through 32 games, while playing his 
usual Selke-caliber defense and winning the majority of his faceoffs (64.3 
percent, No. 1 in the NHL and on track for a career best). 

But he is not having a season like Marchand. 

Marchand, with eight goals and four assists in his last four games 
entering Thursday, is arguably the hottest player in the league. His 19-
20–39 line in 28 games ranks ninth in the league. 

The NHL’s hockey operations department, headed by Colin Campbell 
and Kris King, chooses the All-Star rosters. It’s possible they viewed 
Marchand’s recent three-game suspension, for slew-footing Vancouver’s 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson, as a detriment to his candidacy. 

Marchand can still become an All-Star by fan vote. Fans can submit their 
picks for last selection on each of the four teams at NHL.com/LastMenIn. 

The NHL’s website suggested Charlie McAvoy, not Marchand, as the 
Bruins’ best option for Last Man. 
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Bruins place defenseman Matt Grzelcyk on COVID list 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated January 13, 2022, 5:07 p.m. 

 

COVID-19 has slowed Matt Grzelcyk’s roll. 

The Charlestown-bred defenseman, who has six points in his last two 
games, landed on the protocol list before Thursday night’s date with the 
Flyers. 

The Bruins recalled Jack Ahcan, who was likely to slide into Grzelcyk’s 
spot on the top pair next to Charlie McAvoy. Ahcan, leading AHL 
Providence defensemen in scoring (3-9–12 in 23 games) was playing in 
his second NHL game of the season. 

The Bruins also called up Tyler Lewington, making him a replacement for 
a replacement. Lewington, a veteran AHLer, stepped in for the injured 
John Moore. The latter, who was hit from behind by Montreal fourth-liner 
Michael Pezzetta on Wednesday, was ruled out of Thursday’s game with 
an upper-body injury. Moore’s upper back and neck took the brunt of 
Pezzetta’s hit. 

Moore and Urho Vaakanainen were filling in for third-pair tandem Connor 
Clifton and Derek Forbort, both of whom have spent the last two games 
in protocol. Vaakanainen, who has three assists in three games since his 
emergency recall, nearly scored his first NHL goal in the third period 
against Montreal. It was later ruled to have bounced in off Curtis Lazar. 

Clifton, who tested positive for COVID while in Washington for Monday’s 
game, was back in Boston and isolating at home, coach Bruce Cassidy 
said before puck drop. Clifton traveled about eight hours from D.C. via 
car service. 

“He wanted to hitchhike,” Cassidy joked, “but we said no.” 

Forbort, who was waylaid by COVID on the Tampa leg of the Bruins’ trip 
last weekend, has remained in Florida since Friday. 

Lewington, 27, is a right-shot defenseman. He was a seventh-round pick 
(204th overall) by the Capitals in 2013. The Edmonton native played in 
six games for Washington and two for Nashville, and 310 in seven AHL 
seasons. In his first year with Providence, he has a 1-3–4 line in 24 
games. 

Grzelcyk, who also sees power-play time, had a career-best five-point 
night (1-4–5) against Washington and another assist against Montreal. 

In addition to Grzelcyk, the Bruins said a staffer was also added to the 
COVID list. 

Wideman suspended 

The NHL corrected an error in judgment by its on-ice officials, 
suspending Canadiens defenseman Chris Wideman one game for head-
butting Erik Haula on Wednesday night. 

A head-butting penalty was not called when Wideman reared back and 
slammed the side of his noggin against Haula’s face and head in the third 
period of the Bruins’ 5-1 win. 

An NHL video announcing the suspension called it an “unacceptable and 
intentional head-butt delivered to an opponent’s face with force.” 
Wideman, who has played in 204 NHL games, had no prior history with 
the Department of Player Safety. 

Referees Jon McIsaac and Chris Lee gave Wideman roughing and 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalties. After attacking Wideman, a bloodied 
Haula took two minutes for roughing. 

A head-butt (Rule 47) is a double-minor if attempted, and five minutes 
and a game misconduct if it connects. Head-butting with an injury is a 
match penalty. 

Hayes remembered 

Dorchester’s Kevin Hayes, the Philadelphia center, was playing in Boston 
for the first time since his brother, Jimmy, died on Aug. 23. Kevin Hayes 
said in a pregame interview with ESPN that the Bruins have been 
“amazing” in his family’s time of mourning. He noted that Brad Marchand, 
in particular, has played street hockey with Jimmy Hayes’ 2-year-old son, 
Beau, and spent time in Dorchester with Hayes’ family and friends . . . 
Milton’s Keith Yandle had two assists for the visitors . . . Emergency 
recall Tyler Lewington, no stranger to the penalty box in his seven AHL 
seasons, had his fourth NHL fight, with Zack MacEwen . . . David 
Pastrnak finished with a game-high eight shots and 14 attempts . . . 
Charlie McAvoy had two assists in 25:48 . . . The Bruins are 15-0-0 when 
leading after one period. 
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With Tuukka Rask back, Bruins have an embarrassment of riches in goal 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff, Updated January 13, 2022, 4:02 p.m. 

 

Tuukka Rask is back toeing the thin red line painted across the front of 
the Boston net, and that can mean only good things for the Bruins. 

In fact, based on their recent history, it should portend only better things, 
because the Bruins are now a sizzling 7-1-0 in their last eight games. 
They added to their recent success with Rask’s 25-save effort Thursday 
night at the Garden, a 3-2 win over the Flyers in his season debut. 

“I don’t know,” said a nonchalant Rask, pleased with his first night. “It felt 
like I was home, basically.” 
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All of a sudden, with the 34-year-old Cash Back Rask returned to the 
work force, Boston’s netminding, hockey’s most important position, has 
become an embarrassment of Black-and-Gold riches. Rask came back to 
the beat not as a savior, but as the stately, august co-caretaker, charged 
only to share the workload with Linus Ullmark. 

Ideal situation. No pressure, Tuukka. Just go out there and do what 
you’ve always done, at whatever pace feels good. There are still more 
than three months left before the postseason. 

“It’s like when Tampa got [Nikita] Kucherov back for the playoffs last 
year,” noted Brad Marchand, star winger and longtime Rask teammate. 
“You are going to get a boost among your group when you have a player 
of that caliber. 

“You know they are going to make an impact. You know that they’re 
going to help you win. You know they are going to make a difference 
every night they play. And he’s going to do that.” 

The Rask-Ullmark tandem appears so strong, so formidable, that goalie-
of-the-future Jeremy Swayman was optioned back to AHL Providence 
this week. He can incubate there, build even more on a game that 
already has proven to be perfectly NHL-capable. 

So that’s three goalies, including a wunderkind rookie, a proven up-and-
comer in Ullmark (12-5-0 to date), and oh yeah, Rask, the ex-Vezina 
winner who has 303 wins in a Bruins uniform, more than any stopper in 
the club’s history. 

Remember the John Grahame-Steve Shields-Jeff Hackett goalie days on 
Causeway Street? If you do, and if your eyes have stopped bleeding, you 
know how marvelous, how utterly un-2002-03 the Boston netminding 
situation looks right now. 

“I do believe there’s a certain electricity, a certain buzz,” said coach 
Bruce Cassidy, asked if Rask’s return provided a charge to the dressing 
room. “And we will see where it leads.” 

Which is not to say we can expect this to go without some, shall we say, 
pockets of turbulent air. No matter the outcome vs. the Flyers, Rask still 
has some catching up to do after undergoing summer surgery on a torn 
hip labrum. He is pain-free, but hardly bulletproof, not after last playing in 
June in Round 2 of the playoffs. 

Seven months later, Rask has joined a Bruins season already 34 games 
in progress, with NHL shooters now in their prime. They’re warmed up 
and Rask is just barely dusting off the pads, catcher, and blocker. 

Oh, and then there’s a Bruins defensive corps patched together 
Thursday night with two rookies (Urho Vaakanainen and Jack Ahcan) 
and a 27-year-old journeyman (Tyler Lewington) hailed from the taxi 
squad to fill in for COVID exiles Matt Grzelcyk, Derek Forbort, and 
Connor Clifton, as well as an injured John Moore. 

“I have been practicing with the team quite a bit now, and skating for a 
few months,” Rask said Wednesday. “So the sooner you throw me in 
there, the better it is. You can practice all you want; a game is still a 
different situation.” 

No doubt, Rask added, he’ll have “some catching up” to do. 

“That,” he said, “will be my challenge.” 

Fortunate for Rask that, along with the netminding treasure trove, these 
are extraordinary times for the Bruins. They’ve been pumping in goals by 
the barrel, particularly at even strength, since the start of the new year. 
They’ve also won a bunch, even with guys shuttling in and out of protocol 
and their injury list growing faster and longer than Pinocchio’s nose. 

When things are that good, it can be easy to take solid netminding for 
granted, easy to forget how soul-crushing it can be when a question in 
net negates all the other answers in a lineup. 

Exhibit A: the 2021-22 Edmonton Oilers. The distant sons of Gretz and 
Mess have arguably the two most dynamic offensive forces in today’s 

game in Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, who sat atop the scoring 
standings Thursday morning with 53 points apiece. 

Meanwhile, we can’t say the Oilers will miss the playoffs; they sat only 3 
points out of a wild-card spot in the West as of Thursday morning. But 
with Mikko Koskinen as their No. 1 stopper, right now it looks like Rexall 
Place ice and outdoor ice in Edmonton will melt and funnel down the 
drain at about the same time again this spring. 

Cassidy, living the goaltending riches right now, has also lived the rags. 
As an assistant with the 2005-06 Blackhawks, he witnessed an already 
challenged Chicago squad suffer mightily when No. 1 Nikolai Khabibulin 
went down with an injury. The surrounding cast of Corey Crawford, Craig 
Anderson, and Adam Munro couldn’t get the job done. 

“I think one of the toughest things as a coach, and in the locker room, if 
you are not getting stops, is to stay positive, believe in the system,” said 
Cassidy. “Because you are not getting the payoffs. 

“That’s a tough sell sometimes. As coaches, it was hard to say, ‘Hey, 
play the right way, get underneath pucks, don’t cheat,’ and then you don’t 
get the stop at the other end.” 

Rask won’t stop them all, true of every goalie. But he’ll stop his share. 
The stats say he has done that better than anyone for the decade-plus of 
his career. 

The luxury now is that he should only have to deliver close to those 
numbers. 

Rask’s brightest moment came at 17:10 of the second period, only 25 
seconds after David Pastrnak completed the hat trick that staked the 
Bruins to the 3-2 lead. Still working with a power play, the Bruins watched 
ex-Boston College winger Cam Atkinson race in alone for a free try, only 
to be turned away by Rask’s right pad. 

A huge, timely stop, freezing out the shorthanded attempt. 

“It’s back-to-back [nights], so some fatigue sets in for the guys, so there’s 
going to be some errors,” said Rask after career win No. 307. “You know, 
the goalie’s job is to kind of back ‘em up in those situations. Today, 
luckily I got a couple of those breakaways.” 

“In terms of tracking the puck,” added Cassidy, “and playing the game, 
and stopping the puck, it looked like old Tuukka.” 

Old Tuukka, with his hip repaired, game solid, looking confident and 
reassured. 

“He’s one of the best goalies in the world,” Charlie McAvoy told 98.5 The 
Sports Hub at game’s end. “He makes our group feel whole again.” 
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Tuukka Rask’s 25 saves lifts Bruins to victory over Flyers 

David Pastrnak’s hat trick all the scoring 

 

By STEVE CONROY | PUBLISHED: January 13, 2022 at 9:50 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 13, 2022 at 11:11 p.m. 

 

In case you were wondering, yes, Tuukka Rask is still a damn good 
goaltender. 

Playing in his first game since June 9 after undergoing offseason hip 
surgery, Rask was not exactly bombarded by the Philadelphia Flyers, but 
he turned away a pair of second-period breakaways and was able to shut 
the door when the Flyers pulled goalie Carter Hart with over three 
minutes left, nailing down a 3-2 victory at the Garden on Thursday. 
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Rask turned away 25 shots — including all 12 he faced in the third period 
— and David Pastrnak notched a hat trick for the B’s first four-game win 
streak of the season. 

Considering the tremendously supportive response from the Garden 
fans, how he felt on his surgically repaired hip and, of course, the result 
— it was a wildly successful return to the ice for Rask. 

“It felt like I was home, basically,” said Rask. 

While the breakaway stops were the highlight portions of the night for 
most, there were other more subtle movements he had to make, such as 
a solid stop on a wraparound attempt, that told him he was more like 
himself now than he was last year playing on the bum hip. 

“A hundred percent. A hundred percent,” said Rask. “Even though it 
wasn’t killing me every single game last year, it was always in the back of 
your head that you’re limited. In the first period I had two or three kick 
saves to the right, then the third there was a wraparound where I 
extended, stuff like that last year was totally out of the question. It was 
great to feel that I was able to move both ways.” 

While Pastrnak himself is heating up (seven goals in his last four games) 
after a slow start, he lit up when he was asked about Rask. 

“Oh man, I was so happy to have him back, you have no idea. I was 
ready to leave it all out there for him. I told him I was going to get a hat 
trick before the game and he didn’t believe me,” said Pastrnak with a 
grin. “It was really good to have him back. He’s one of my best friends 
and I missed him. He was outstanding.” 

By the time Rask saw his first shot of the night, the Bruins already had a 
2-0 lead, thanks to a quick pair of Pastrnak goals. 

Taylor Hall, who had his six-game point streak snapped on Wednesday, 
pounced on a bad bounce off the boards in the Flyers’ zone, gave Erik 
Haula a short backhand pass and Haula in turn fed Pastrnak for his 14th 
on a wrister from the slot just 1:51 into the game. 

He didn’t have to wait long for No. 15. 

For the second game in a row, Anton Blidh drew a penalty in the 
offensive zone on his active forecheck and the B’s cashed in on the 
power play. Brad Marchand, fresh off his hat trick against the Habs on 
Wednesday, froze Hart with a shot fake before finding Pastrnak on the 
right wing for an easy goal at 5:27. 

Rask did not see a shot until 9:19, and he saw six in all. If there was any 
rust in his game it came on one of those six saves when he didn’t track 
the puck on a left-point shot that he did not see and luckily hit him. 

The Flyers would not lay down like the Canadiens did on Wednesday, 
however. 

First, big winger Zach McEwen threw down with B’s call-up Tyler 
Lewington and the bigger McEwen scored the victory. 

Then Philly got on the board after Tomas Nosek was called for 
interference off an offensive zone faceoff. On the power play, Ivan 
Provorov’s right-point shot was deflected by Cam Atkinson just under 
Rask’s glove to halve the B’s lead at 8:02. 

The Flyers nearly pulled even when Joel Farabee was sprung on a 
breakaway but Rask turned away Farabee’s nifty deke move. 

But Farabee did eventually knot the game at 15:00. The Boston 
University product was able to corral a loose puck near the Boston blue 
line and then maneuver around fellow Terrier Charlie McAvoy. Once past 
McAvoy, he played catch with Atkinson, knocking home the return pass 
for the equalizer. 

“We got sloppy (in the second), let’s face it,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. 

The B’s forged back ahead before the period was out when they cashed 
in on a 5-on-3. And for the second consecutive night, it rained hats. After 
Pastrnak drew a hooking penalty on Max Willman to create the two-man 

advantage (Justin Braun was already in the box for tripping), Pastrnak 
beat Hart for a third time, this time on a slapper from the slot at 16:45. 

The lead was almost coughed up again when, on the one-man 
advantage, McAvoy made a bad pass that Atkinson picked off at the blue 
line for a second Flyer breakaway. Rask calmly turned it away and the 
B’s were able to go into the third with a lead, but they could not flip on the 
cruise control with the way Philly had woken up. 

The B’s were playing fairly well in the third when disaster nearly struck. 
They were forced to kill off a 51-second 5-on-3 with 6:45 to go when first 
Brandon Carlo and then Charlie Coyle shot the puck over the glass. 
Once they successfully defused that bomb, the Flyers got aggressive and 
pulled Hart for an extra skater with 3:49 left. But despite spending plenty 
of time in the Boston zone, the Flyers could not beat Rask again and the 
B’s were able to hold on. 
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Bruins notebook: Fourth line making impact 

No matter who’s on it, unit is clicking 

 

By STEVE CONROY | PUBLISHED: January 13, 2022 at 2:20 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 13, 2022 at 11:04 p.m. 

 

Fourth lines may not be sexy, but ones that are effective are essential to 
any team that fancies itself a contender. Sometimes they can be like the 
Islanders’ Identity Line, which has had three consistent members in 
Casey Cizikas, Matt Martin and Cal Clutterbuck. 

But often the unit is made up of a handful of guys who become 
somewhat interchangeable while still bringing some unique skills to the 
table. 

And right now, it seems that whoever the Bruins throw out on their fourth 
line, the group is having an impact in a number of positive ways. In five of 
the B’s six wins since the Christmas/COVID break going into Thursday’s 
game against the Flyers, at least one member of the fourth line has 
managed to get on the scoresheet. 

In the B’s 5-1 win over the Canadiens on Wednesday, Curtis Lazar 
picked up a pair of quintessential fourth-line goals, one off his skate and 
another off his pant leg, both while battling for position at the top of the 
crease. 

But it’s more than showing up in the G and A columns. When 
Wednesday’s game began, the B’s were displaying the sluggishness 
typically associated with the first game back from a successful road trip. 
Then Anton Blidh hustled in on the forecheck, knocked Jeff Petry’s 
helmet with a solid check, plus a little extra helping of sandpaper from 
Blidh. Petry didn’t go to the bench when he lost the bucket and got 
flagged for the automatic two minutes. The B’s didn’t score on the power 
play, but the tide had inexorably turned. Blidh drew another penalty on 
Thursday that led to David Pastrnak’s second of three goals in the 3-2 
win over Philadelphia. 

“It’s a little bit of playing to the identity of their strengths and how a fourth 
line typically will play,” said coach Bruce Cassidy about getting pucks 
behind the defense and chasing it down. 

“There’s stretches when that happens when you don’t get a result…but if 
you continue to do that and that’s their mentality, then good things are 
going to happen. And I think they’ve been reading off each other better 
on their forechecks.” 

The current grouping had Tomas Nosek centering Blidh and Lazar, but 
more have contributed. Trent Frederic (out with an upper body injury) has 
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played both center and wing, Oskar Steen saw some time there before 
bumping up to the third line and the speedy Karson Kuhlman played in 
the blowout win in Washington. Being able to plug and play various 
skaters has been important as injury and COVID have taken its toll. 

“The chemistry is not only the three guys, it’s stemming to four, five even 
six guys at a time. I think we’re just understanding the role of being 
strong on the forecheck,” said Lazar. “That’s where the majority of our 
chances and our offense is coming from. Even if we’re not putting the 
puck in the net, we’re turning pucks over and changing momentum of 
games. We’re kind of riding a hot streak right now and we’re hoping we 
can continue it.” 

Lazar, in particular, is coming on. He’s starting to look like the player the 
B’s hoped they were obtaining when he came here with Taylor Hall at the 
deadline last season. He’s got 5-6-11 totals and is plus-7 in 26 games. 
His crash-and-bang style presents a challenge for him to stay in the 
lineup, but his game is rolling right now. 

“Honestly I feel healthy and rested,” said Lazar. “I think that break did 
wonders for me just health-wise, getting my energy, getting my legs. I’m 
seeing the game differently out there, I’m seeing my plays, getting 
stronger on the puck and it’s nice to get rewarded for those chances. But 
I think you guys know me. I’m just that blue collar player who plays both 
ways and hopes for the best. I’m not going to re-invent the wheel out 
there, so to get rewarded by playing the right way feels really good.” 

Bergeron an All-Star, Marchand is not 

B’s captain Patrice Bergeron was named to his third All-Star game as a 
member of the Atlantic Division team. Bergeron is having a solid year, 
posting 11-17-28 totals in what could be his last season. 

Brad Marchand, however, was left off the roster, and it’s hard to figure 
out why. He’s got 19-20-39 totals in 28 games and is the B’s most 
consistent and explosive player. Marchand hasn’t been on the best of 
terms with the league this year. Not only did he take a three-game 
suspension for what was a ruled a slew-foot of Vancouver’s Oliver 
Ekman-Larson, he gave a scorching criticism of both the league and the 
NHLPA for the joint decision to not go to the Olympics in Beijing. 

Charlie McAvoy is the B’s representative in the Last Man In vote, which 
allows one player from each team to join a pool of 31 players from which 
fans can select four players, one from each division. 

Cassidy, while saying he was happy for Bergeron, said he was surprised 
that Marchand didn’t make it. 

“If it becomes a popularity contest, there are people out there who really 
appreciate Brad’s game and there are some that don’t. I’m willing to bet if 
the players picked it, he’d be right there,” said Cassidy. 

Grzelcyk, Moore on the shelf 

Injuries and illness are starting to take their toll on the Bruins D corps. 
Matt Grzelcyk and John Moore are the latest victims. After posting six 
points in his previous two games, Grzelcyk was placed on COVID 
protocol on Thursday prior to the Flyers game. Jack Achan, who had just 
come out of protocol himself, was brought up from Providence to fill in for 
him. A team staff member was also placed in protocol. 

Moore left Wednesday’s game with what was described as an upper 
body injury after taking what looked like a late hit from behind by 
Montreal’s Michael Pezzetta. Moore’s head went into the glass on the hit. 

In Moore’s place went Tyler Lewington, signed as a free agent in the 
offseason and making his Bruin debut. Drafted 204th overall in 2013 by 
Washington, he had played 10 NHL games. 

Meanwhile, Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton remained in protocol. 
Forbort was still in Florida while Clifton had made his way back to 
Boston… 

Montreal’s Chris Wideman was suspended one game by Department of 
Player Safety for head-butting Erik Haula on Wednesday, an act deemed 
“unacceptable and intentional.” 

Boston Herald LOADED: 01.14.2022 

1232100 Boston Bruins 

 

Marchand's dominant scoring run taking Bruins to new heights in 2022 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

Boston Bruins forward Brad Marchand suffered quite a bit of damage to 
his nose during Monday night's game against the Washington Capitals. 
Since then, he's scored five goals in the last two games (and eight goals 
in his last four games). 

What doesn't kill you makes you stronger, right? 

Marchand is on an absolute tear offensively, and his latest outburst came 
Wednesday night when the Bruins thumped the rival Montreal Canadiens 
5-1 at TD Garden. 

A hat trick from Marchand -- the fifth of his career -- led the way in a 
dominant all-around performance from the B's. 

His goals against the Canadiens probably won't be on any highlight reels. 
To be fair, there was plenty of skill involved, but they were more of the 
hard-nosed, dirty goal-variety than the pretty snipes. 

Good things happen when you go to the net, though, and Marchand 
proved that on all three of his tallies. He was unafraid to mix it up in the 
toughest areas of the ice, even with a broken nose. 

Marchand is now up to 39 points (19 goals, 20 assists) in 28 games, 
which leads the B's. He's on pace to score above a point-per-game rate 
for the sixth consecutive season, and he's also on track to hit the 40-goal 
mark for the first time in his career. 

The veteran forward has been the highest scorer in the league since the 
calendar flipped to 2022. Since Jan. 1, Marchand's 12 points (eight goals, 
four assists) lead all scorers.  

Marchand is the best athlete in Boston right now. There's no one on the 
Celtics, Patriots or Red Sox playing at a higher level than Boston's first-
line left wing. 

Since the start of the 2019-20 campaign, the only players on the planet 
with more points than Marchand's 195 are Edmonton Oilers centers 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl (the last two Hart Trophy winners). 

Among the NHL's best 

Marchand's scoring since 2019-20 

195 points 

NHL rank 

3rd 

Marchand was fifth in MVP voting last season. Barring some sort of 
extended absence in 2021-22, he should again be a top contender for 
that award. Not only is Marchand giving the Bruins consistent scoring, he 
remains an excellent defensive player and one of the best shorthanded 
players in the league. After scoring on the penalty kill against the 
Canadiens, Marchand is now tied for 14th on the all-time shorthanded 
goals (33) leaderboard. 

Marchand's excellent performance this month has vaulted the Bruins to 
new heights. They've won six of their seven games in 2022 since 
returning from a two-week December break caused by COVID-19. 
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Boston's recent surge has helped keep a top-three finish in the Atlantic 
Division a realistic objective.  

The key to the Bruins' stellar play of late has been an offensive 
explosion. The B's were 30th of 32 teams in 5-on-5 goals scored from 
Opening Night through Dec. 31. But in the New Year, the Bruins lead the 
league with 26 goals at 5-on-5. Only five teams have more than 13 5-on-
5 goals over that same span. 

This improved scoring isn't just coming from the top line. All four lines are 
contributing, and that was the case Wednesday, too, as fourth-liner 
Curtis Lazar scored twice himself. 

ðŸ ¥ Curtis Lazar reacts after his first two-goal game with the 
#NHLBruins: â œHonestly, I feel healthy and rested. The break did 
wonders for me just health-wise, getting my energy, getting my legs, just 
kinda seeing the game differently." pic.twitter.com/Zt3oGcutno— Boston 
Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 13, 2022 

"When you look at all the good teams around the league, they have the 
depth and they have the depth scoring and guys creating energy," 
Marchand told reporters after beating Montreal. 

"We don't expect every guy to score every night throughout our lineup, 
but you have to bring something to the table that's gonna help the team 
win. Whether that's puck battles in front or blocking shots or winning 
battles, being hard on the other team, being physical. Whatever it is, you 
have to bring something. Most guys do that every night. They bring 
energy." 

After integrating plenty of new players up front (and in net) at the 
beginning of the season, it took the Bruins a few months to find the best 
line combos and build chemistry with new teammates unfamiliar with 
Boston's system.  

Why Bruins signing Rask to cheap contract was a no-brainer move 

Now that most of these players have settled into roles where they can be 
effective, consistently positive results from a team and individual 
perspective are starting to show. The Bruins, as a result, could be one of 
the toughest teams in the league to beat over the second half of the 
regular season. 

"I do believe this is closer to who we are in terms of our pace of play," 
head coach Bruce Cassidy said in his postgame presser Wednesday. 

"At the start of the year, we weren't playing as fast with the puck. We 
weren't supporting as well. Some of that is new people in a new system. 
Some of that is us making sure we're reinforcing to the players what 
we're looking for. Some of it is just getting into the rhythm of the game, 
getting some results." 

The Bruins are back in action Thursday night. Tuukka Rask returns to the 
net as Boston tries to continue its hot start to 2022 against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 
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Bergeron named to All-Star roster, Marchand snubbed 

 

BY JUSTIN LEGER 

 

Patrice Bergeron may be the lone Boston Bruins representative in the 
2022 NHL All-Star Game. 

Bergeron was named to the Atlantic Division roster for his third career 
All-Star selection. Surprisingly, he wasn't selected alongside any of his 
B's teammates. Brad Marchand was left off the roster in an absolute 

head-scratcher, and Charlie McAvoy is the Bruins' candidate on the Last 
Men In ballot. 

Marchand's dominant scoring run takes Bruins to new heights in 2022 

Bergy needs some company.@CMcAvoy44 is our candidate for the 
#NHLAllStar Last Men In ballot. 

Get him to Vegas â ¡ï¸  https://t.co/RkiuSKn67E 
pic.twitter.com/4Vq7xuwX7a— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) January 13, 
2022 

A FULL DECK OF STARS IN VEGAS ðŸ¤© 

The 2022 NHL All-Stars have been announced. 

(Complete rosters threaded) pic.twitter.com/fG4TRgMJv9— 
SportsCenter (@SportsCenter) January 13, 2022 

Bergeron has 11 goals and 17 assists through 32 games in his 18th NHL 
season. Marchand has tallied 19 goals and 20 assists in 28 games 
played. He notched a hat trick Wednesday night vs. the Montreal 
Canadiens and has racked up eight goals in his last 10 games. 

NHL All-Star Weekend will begin Feb. 4 with players showcasing their 
talents in the skills competition. The All-Star Game is scheduled for Feb. 
5 at 3 p.m. ET. 
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Why Bruins signing Tuukka Rask to cheap contract was no-brainer move 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

The Boston Bruins are welcoming a familiar face back to the team. 

Veteran goalie Tuukka Rask has signed a one-year deal with a salary 
cap hit of $1 million, the team announced Tuesday. It's possible Rask 
could make his season debut Wednesday versus the Montreal 
Canadiens or Thursday against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Rask's return is far from a surprise. This move has felt inevitable, based 
on comments from head coach Bruce Cassidy, general manager Don 
Sweeney and team president Cam Neely over the last couple months. 
Rask has been practicing with the Bruins for several weeks, too. 

Bruins have struck gold with Hall-Pastrnak combo on new-look second 
line 

Rask underwent offseason surgery to repair a torn labrum in his hip and 
his rehab went well. The procedure has created a noticeable difference in 
Rask's comfort level playing the position. 

"I feel great. The biggest issue for me was the catching of the joint and 
the pain that created. So that's gone, and it makes a huge difference," 
Rask told reporters last week. "Every time I go to butterfly and get up, I 
don't have to think about it locking up on me again and creating that pain. 
So I feel great." 

Why would the Bruins make this move midseason, especially when they 
already have two capable netminders in Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman? 

For starters, the price makes it a worthy gamble. Getting a high-quality, 
experienced goalie for a $1 million cap hit is a no-brainer move.  

Rask is a known quantity. He's the team's all-time leader in wins and 
save percentage. The Finnish goalie was second in Vezina Trophy voting 
two years ago and then posted a respectable 15-5-2 record, a .913 save 
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percentage and a 2.28 goals against average last season despite battling 
pain and a hip injury. 

The Bruins ranked near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 save 
percentage for a good chunk of the 2021-22 season. They've improved of 
late and now sit 16th with a .920 save percentage, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Making Tough Saves 

Bruins' high-danger SV% 

.808 

NHL rank 

22nd 

One area where Ullmark and Swayman have struggled is making critical 
saves on high-danger scoring chances created by opponents. Boston's 
.808 high-danger save percentage ranks 22nd of 32 teams. There are 65 
goalies who've played 400-plus minutes this season. Among that group, 
Swayman ranks 29th and Ullmark ranks 46th in high-danger save 
percentage. 

Rask's .843 high-danger save percentage is the third-best among all 
goalies with 2000-plus minutes played since the start of the 2019-20 
season. His .923 save percentage overall is the third-highest over that 
same span. 

Despite all of the hot takes about Rask's lack of a Stanley Cup title as a 
starter, the numbers show he absolutely is capable of leading a team on 
a deep playoff run. 

If Rask is healthy, and all indications are that he is in good shape thanks 
to his surgery, this should be an excellent addition for the Bruins. He's 
not guaranteed the starting job. He'll have to earn it. Ullmark should get 
plenty of action whether he's the starter or backup. You need two quality 
goalies to have a successful regular season and stay fresh for the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The most controversial aspect of Rask's return is that Swayman probably 
will be the odd-man out. He's a rookie and doesn't need waivers to go 
down to the AHL's Providence Bruins. Sending him to the AHL is the 
easiest move from a logistical standpoint, and it also would allow him to 
play more games and continue to work on some of the weaknesses in his 
skill set, such as rebound control. 

It's certainly not the ideal scenario for Swayman, but he still has another 
year left on his rookie contract and will be a restricted free agent in 2023. 
Bringing back Rask and giving Swayman more time in the AHL does not 
prevent him from being the team's goalie of the future. 

There's also nothing to stop him from making spot starts for the Bruins. 
Boston's schedule over the second half of the season will be grueling. 
They have a lot of games to make up after last month's two-week pause 
due to COVID-19. It's possible all three goalies could get plenty of action 
to avoid fatigue setting in. 

Getting a high-quality, experienced goalie for a $1 million cap hit is a no-
brainer move. 

Nick Goss on Rask's return 

The Bruins are in win-now mode. Patrice Bergeron is 36 and in the final 
year of his contract. We don't know what his future plans are. Brad 
Marchand is the league's most complete left winger and an elite two-way 
player, but he's also 33 years old. There isn't much help on the horizon in 
regards to prospects. Boston's prospect pool ranks among the weakest in 
the league. 

Rask and Ullmark give the Bruins the best chance to win right now and 
help the team's veteran core chase another Stanley Cup title. 

Goaltending should not be an issue if this tandem is healthy. The biggest 
remaining question marks are secondary scoring and defensive depth. 

The former has improved quite a bit of late and the latter can be 
addressed at the trade deadline. 
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Talking Points: Rask, Pastrnak Team Up For Winning Boston Bruins 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 3-2 win 
over the Philadelphia Flyers at TD Garden on Thursday night. 

GOLD STAR: David Pastrnak has been just as red-hot as Brad 
Marchand, and so it makes sense that No. 88 followed Marchand’s lead 
by potting a hat trick the day after No. 63 did the same exact thing. 
Pastrnak’s goals powered the entire offense for the Black and Gold and 
gave the Bruins everything they would need in the game’s first 40 
minutes. It was Pastrnak’s 11th hat trick of his NHL career and continues 
a hot streak that’s seen him score eight goals in his last six games. The 
capper was a patented Pastrnak one-timer from the high point on the 
power play that beat Carter Hart top corner on a night when the Flyers 
goaltender had his “A” game. Pastrnak finished with eight shots on net 
and 14 shot attempts in 18:23 of ice to go along with his three goals and 
two penalties. 

BLACK EYE: Charlie Coyle has actually been pretty good for the balance 
of this season, but there was not much to his game on Thursday night. 
Coyle went without a shot on net, took a penalty, had two giveaways and 
lost 7-of-11 faceoffs in a performance that as much invisible as it was 
ineffective against the Flyers. One would hope it’s merely an off night on 
the second night of a back-to-back and the third difficult game in four 
days, and not his game trailing off in the third line role with Jake DeBrusk 
and Oskar Steen. Either way, Coyle needs to be a lot better than he was 
in a win over the Flyers where some bad habits seemed to creep back in 
Boston’s game. 

TURNING POINT: The Bruins were off and running when David Pastrnak 
had two goals in the first 5:27 of the first period and that gave Boston the 
cushion they needed to let Tuukka Rask knock off the rust as the game 
was going on. They outshot the Flyers by a 29-15 margin through the first 
40 minutes of the game and dominated, and it easily could have been a 
much more lopsided game if Carter Hart wasn’t so brilliant early in the 
contest. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Tuukka Rask was brilliant for a guy that hadn’t 
played meaningful hockey games since last spring. He didn’t see a ton of 
action early, but he was able to stop Joel Farabee on a breakaway and 
then forced Zack MacEwan into hitting a post on another quality chance 
for the Flyers as Boston was protecting a one-goal lead. In all Rask 
stopped 25-of-27 shots and was at his best in the third period making 12 
saves as Philly really amped up their attack while trying desperately to 
get the game-tying goal. It looked like Rask wasn’t at his best playing the 
puck at times and certainly things will only get better, but it was also 
obvious watching him move post-to-post that he’s a lot healthier now 
than he was during the Stanley Cup playoffs last season. The first step 
was a really good one for Rask and the Bruins. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 11 – the number of hat tricks for David Pastrnak, 
who trails only Evgeni Malkin and Alex Ovechkin for the most career hat 
tricks among active players. That is some pretty amazing company to be 
keeping for the Boston Bruins game-breaker. 

Three rounds of  , served right up. 

David Pastrnak recorded his 11th career regular-season hat trick. Only 
Phil Esposito (26), Cam Neely (14) and Johnny Bucyk (12) have more in 
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@NHLBruins franchise history. #NHLStats: https://t.co/dApvn8dr8u 
pic.twitter.com/xQ3m3ehvvo 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) January 14, 2022 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “Looked like old Tuukka.” –Boston Bruins head 
coach Bruce Cassidy talking about the “new” goalie after stopping 25-of-
27 shots in his first game in over 200 days. 
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Grzelcyk To COVID Protocol, Achan Recalled By Bruins 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins got some bad news Thursday afternoon as 
defenseman Matt Grzelcyk was placed into COVID protocol. As a result, 
the Bruins recalled defenseman Jack Achan up from the Providence 
Bruins on an emergency basis. 

Grzelcyk joins defensemen Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton, who were 
placed in COVID protocol on Monday and Achan is now the second 
defenseman this week recalled from Providence Bruins on an emergency 
basis. 

This trip to COVID Protocol comes at a tough time for not just the 
backend for the Boston Bruins but for Grzelcyk who was seemingly 
finding his game as of late. With a goal and four assists in a 7-3 win over 
the Washington Capitals on Monday, Grzelcyk became the first Boston 
Bruins defenseman to register five points in a single game since Ray 
Bourque did it with five assists on Jan. 1, 1994, ironically four days 
before Grzelcyk was born. 

“As it’s happening, you just kind of shake your head,” Grzelcyk said on a 
Zoom call following the game Monday night in Washington. “I was just 
laughing during the game because I’ve felt good about my game most of 
the year and points have been a little bit hard to come by. It’s something I 
don’t really worry about, but at the same time my job is to [contribute] 
offensively.” 

Grzelcyk also added an assist in the 5-1 win for the Boston Bruins over 
the Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday night at TD Garden to give him a 
goal and five assists in his last two games. The Charlestown, MA native 
has two goals and 12 assists in 33 games this season. 

Grzelcyk has been paired with Charlie McAvoy on the top pairing for the 
Boston Bruins since the team returned from the COVID/Holiday pause on 
New Year’s Day. With both Grzelcyk and John Moore suddenly out of the 
lineup for Thursday’s game against the Philadelphia Flyers, it was not 
known who may skate with McAvoy tonight on the top pairing. 
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Game 34: Boston Bruins Vs. Philadelphia Flyers Lines, Betting Preview 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins (20-11-2, 42 pts), will try for a season-high fourth 
straight win and their sixth win in their last eight games when they host 
the Philadelphia Flyers (13-15-7, 33 pts) at TD Garden on Thursday night 
(7 pm, ESPN, TVAS). 

While the recent play from the Bruins has fans and media buzzing about 
the team more, that buzz will be even louder tonight with the return of the 
winningest goalie in Boston Bruins franchise history. Tuukka Rask makes 
his grand return and 2021-22 season debut for the Bruins tonight. Rask 
signed a one-year, $1 million contract with the B’s this past Tuesday that 
will pay him just $545,000. 

“I do believe there is a certain electricity, a certain buzz,” Boston Bruins 
head coach Bruce Cassidy told the media Thursday morning. “We feel 
he’s going to make us better at that position. That’s why the decision was 
made. We’re happy to have him. Let’s go.” 

As a result of the Rask signing Tuesday, rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman 
was reassigned to the Providence Bruins in the AHL Wednesday, and 
Rask and fellow Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark will split the 
goaltending duties in Boston. 

The Flyers come into this game having not played for five days and 
recently got five players back from NHL COVID Protocol. Claude Giroux, 
Ivan Provorov, Travis Sanheim, Travis Konecny, and Justin Braun came 
off the COVID-19 protocol list Wednesday. However, Rasmus 
Ristolainen is still on it. The Flyers are also missing some key players 
who are injured, including Sean Couturier, Ryan Ellis, and Derick 
Brassard. 

This is the second game between the Flyers and Bruins with the Flyers 
beating the Bruins 6-3 in Philadelphia back on October 20. 

Betting Predictions 

There’s no value in betting the Boston Bruins (-270) on the side tonight or 
even on the puck line (-115) but with Rask back in the net and not having 
played since June 9, 2021, the Bruins will likely tighten up their team 
defense to account for any rust for Rask. This may be the night the 
Bruins offense slows down a bit and with a depleted Flyers roster on the 
other side, the Over 6 (-105) is the play here. 

Prediction: Bruins 2 Flyers 0 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Bruins have now outscored their opponents 33-16 over their last 
seven games. The Boston Bruins have also scored five goals or more in 
five of those seven games. 

-Bruins defenseman Matt Grzelcyk and a staff member were placed in 
COVID Protocol late Thursday afternoon and defenseman Jack Achan 
was recalled from Providence. 

-Bruins defenseman John Moore will not play tonight and is day-to-day 
with an upper-body injury. Forward Nick Foligno (lower-body) got better 
news than expected from his MRI on Tuesday and will not be out as long 
as originally feared. Forward Trent Frederic (upper-body) is also out 
again tonight. Defenseman Jakub Zboril is out for the season after 
successful surgery for a torn ACL last month. 

-As a result of the Moore injury, Tyler Lewington will make his Bruins 
debut tonight and skate on the third pairing with Urho Vaakanainen. 

-Brad Marchand is en Fuego! With his hat trick against the Canadiens on 
Wednesday night, Marchand has now scored two or more goals in three 
straight games and he has eight goals and an assist in his last four 
games. Marchand leads the Boston Bruins in goals (19), assists (20), 
and points with 39. 

-Since becoming linemates with Erik Haula and Pastrnak, Taylor Hall has 
found his groove with two goals and six assists in six games. 

-This is the second of a seven-game home stretch for the Boston Bruins. 
After tonight’s tilt with the Flyers, the Bruins host the Flyers Thursday, the 
Nashville Predators in a 1 PM matinee on Saturday, the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Tuesday, the Washington Capitals on Jan. 20, the 
Winnipeg Jets in a 3 PM ET matinee on Jan. 22 and then the Anaheim 
Ducks on Jan. 24. 

Philadelphia Flyers Notes 
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-As mentioned above, this is the first game in five days for the Flyers as 
their Tuesday matchup against Carolina was postponed for COVID-
related reasons, so this will be their first game since Saturday’s 3-2 
overtime loss to San Jose. 

-Former Boston College star forward Cam Atkinson, who leads the Flyers 
with 14 goals, has a four-game points streak, with two goals and four 
assists over that span. 

-Carter Hart (10-7-4, 2.92 GAA, .912 save percentage), will try to 
rebound from a 6-2 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins a week ago. 

Boston Bruins Lines 

Forwards: 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron – Craig Smith 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – David Pastrnak 

Jake DeBrusk – Charlie Coyle – Oskar Steen 

Anton Blidh – Tomas Nosek – Curtis Lazar 

Defense: 

Mike Reilly – Charlie McAvoy 

Urho Vaakanainen– Brandon Carlo 

Jack Achan – Tyler Lewington 

Goalies: 

Tuukka Rask 

Linus Ullmark 

Philadelphia Flyers Lines: 

Forwards: 

Joel Farabee – Claude Giroux – Cam Atkinson 

James van Riemsdyk – Kevin Hayes – Travis Konecny 

Jackson Kates – Scott Laughton – Oskar Lindblom 

Maxwell Willman – Morgan Frost – Zack MacEwen 

Defense: 

Ivan Provorov – Travis Sanheim 

Cam York – Justin Braun 

Keith Yandle – Nick Seeler 

Goalies: 

Carter Hart 

Martin Jones 
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Habs Defenseman Wideman Suspended A Game For Head-Butting 
Haula 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The NHL Department of Player Safety has suspended Montreal 
Canadiens defenseman Chris Wideman one game for head-butting 
Boston Bruins forward Erik Haula in the Bruins’ 5-1 win over the Habs on 
Wednesday. 

Here’s the official press release from the league: 

‘Montreal Canadiens defenseman Chris Wideman has been suspended 
for one game, without pay, for head-butting Boston Bruins forward Erik 
Haula during NHL Game No. 1000 in Boston on Wednesday, Jan. 12, the 
National Hockey League’s Department of Player Safety announced 
today. 

The incident occurred at 6:57 of the third period. Wideman was assessed 
a minor penalty for roughing as well as a minor penalty for 
unsportsmanlike conduct. 

Under the terms of the Collective Bargaining Agreement and, based on 
his average annual salary, Wideman will forfeit $3,750.00. The money 
goes to the Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund. 

You can also view a video description from the NDPS here. 

Here’s the video of the scrum that led to Wideman head-butting the 
Boston Bruins forward and the closeup of the head butt: 

TNT NHL analyst Keith Jones blasted the Montreal Canadiens 
defenseman for his actions during the TNT broadcast. 

“A dirty play; a cheap play. We’ll see if that’s suspendable. I don’t mind 
Haula getting in a shot there,” Jones said reacting to play-by-play. 

The Boston Bruins had no comment on the head butt at Bruce Cassidy’s 
pre-game media availability Thursday morning prior to their game with 
the Philadelphia Flyers at TD Garden Thursday night. At that point, 
Wideman still hadn’t had his hearing with the NHL Department of Player 
Safety. 

As for the Montreal Canadiens’ reaction, Habs head coach Dominique 
Ducharme is scheduled to address the media at 6:15 PM ET at the 
United Center in Chicago prior to their game against the Blackhawks. 
Wideman will not play obviously and it was not yet known whether he 
would be available for comment following the Canadiens-Blackhawks 
game Thursday night. 
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Moore Out, Lewington Set To Make Boston Bruins Debut 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BOSTON – The Boston Bruins continue to fight through injuries on the 
back end as defenseman Tyler Lewington will suit up and play his first 
game for the B’s on Thursday night against the Philadelphia Flyers at TD 
Garden. 

Lewington will be pushed into the lineup from the taxi squad because 
John Moore (upper body) was knocked out of Wednesday night’s win 
over the Canadiens, and both Connor Clifton and Derek Forbort are still 
stuck in the NHL’s COVID protocols. The Bruins had an issue with a 
ridiculously late Michael Pezzetta hit that knocked Moore out of 
Wednesday night’s win over the Canadiens and was left uncalled by the 
officials on the ice. 

pic.twitter.com/fqNmgELQrF 

— Mr. Tenkrat (@PeterTenkrat) January 13, 2022 

“We thought the hit was late on Johnny Moore, first of all, [and] probably 
unnecessary. Refs didn’t see it that way, who knows how it’ll look,” said 
Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “But whatever the case is, it’s 
the same player initiating contact in vulnerable spots so, you know, we’re 
going to push back. And we did. Good for our guys.” 
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Cassidy was referencing another Pezzetta hit that clobbered Matt 
Grzelcyk behind the Boston net, a late, borderline interference hit that 
Patrice Bergeron responded to earning a minor penalty. 

“Trust me, when these hits happen if Bergy’s not on the ice he points it 
out on the bench right away. [He’ll say] ‘we finish every check.’ He 
doesn’t get up and say ‘we need to kill this guy,’ we just have to finish 
every check,” said Cassidy. “We’ve got to respond and push back, 
whatever words you want to use and let them know we’re not going to 
take that whether it’s in our building or [the other team’s] building. We’re 
missing a bit of size obviously with (Trent Frederic) and (Nick Foligno) 
going out on the last trip but other guys have to step up. When it’s your 
turn, it’s your turn and be physical.” 

It was Bergeron’s turn on Wednesday night along with Bruins center Erik 
Haula defending himself from a Chris Wideman head-butt that’s earned 
him an in-person hearing with the NHL Department of Player Safety. 

Chris Wideman headbutts Erik Haula in a scrum. 

Erik Haula, as expected, is less than thrilled. 

pic.twitter.com/3jQgBiQZZt 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) January 13, 2022 

It all leads to the Boston Bruins digging deep into their defensemen 
depth, as Clifton was forced to take a car service back from Washington 
DC and Forbort making his way back from Florida while both are still out 
of the lineup. 
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‘Electricity’ And ‘Buzz’ Around Boston Bruins For Tuukka Rask Return 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BOSTON – It’s been a long time in the making but Boston Bruins 
netminder Tuukka Rask will make his first start this season on Thursday 
night at TD Garden after signing a one-year, $1 million deal this week. As 
a warm-up, Boston Bruins fans at TD Garden were chanting “We Want 
Tuukka!” during the third period of Wednesday night’s 5-1 blowout win 
over the Canadiens. 

We have a “WE WANT TUUKKA” chant at TD Garden: 
pic.twitter.com/tC4jjqYQSV 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) January 13, 2022 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy wasn’t going to throw him in 
cold against the Habs and instead will give his veteran goalie the day on 
Thursday to ramp up to a scheduled start against the Philadelphia Flyers 
in the second night of back-to-back games. The Boston Bruins were top-
10 in the NHL in goals against average and save percentage with Jeremy 
Swayman and Linus Ullmark, but the B’s believe they can even aim 
higher bringing the winningest goalie in Bruins franchise history back in 
the fold. 

“I do believe there is a certain electricity, a certain buzz,” said Cassidy, of 
the anticipation around Tuukka Rask coming back. “We feel he’s going to 
make us better at that position. That’s why the decision was made. We’re 
happy to have him. Let’s go.” 

Certainly, Rask himself is excited to jump back into the fray even if he 
didn’t get the warm-up games with the Providence Bruins last week after 
a COVID outbreak wiped out their game schedule. 

“I’ve been practicing with the team for quite a bit now,” said Rask. “I’ve 
been skating for a few months. So the sooner you throw me in there, the 

better it is. You can practice all you want; the game is totally different 
situations. Physically I’m ready, just making sure I don’t get too frustrated 
mentally. 

“I think the biggest motivation is to play with the group I’ve played with 
my whole career and have another chance to win. That’s about it. When 
you do a surgery like that for a goalie, it’s a pretty significant injury, takes 
a lot of time to recover. When you try to come back, you don’t know how 
it’s going to react and whatnot. I’m just trying to get back in the groove of 
things and play some solid hockey and then go from there.” 

The 34-year-old Rask said he hasn’t thought much about his future 
beyond this season, and it will be interesting to see the veteran goalie 
added to the mix of a Boston Bruins hockey team that’s amidst its best 
stretch of the season. But the lifetime 306 career wins in Black and Gold 
and the lifetime .925 save percentage in the playoffs speak for 
themselves, particularly against the postseason inexperience with guys 
like Swayman and Ullmark. 

That being said, nobody knows how this is all going to turn out as the 
Boston Bruins add Rask and essentially fix something that wasn’t really 
broken in the first place. 
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Marchand Leads Every Which Way For Boston Bruins In Wild Night 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BOSTON – It’s always a wild ride with Boston Bruins winger Brad 
Marchand, but it usually ends in victory for the Black and Gold. 

That was the case in Wednesday night’s 5-1 win over the Montreal 
Canadiens when Marchand scored two goals in 15 seconds in the first 
period to stun the Habs and finished with a hat trick that put an 
exclamation point on Boston’s sixth win in seven tries coming out of the 
COVID/Holiday break. 

The offensive explosion leaves Marchand with three straight multi-goal 
games and one short of Phil Esposito’s team record while also scoring 
eight goals overall in his last four games amidst a team-wide offensive 
explosion. 

Marchand also became just the sixth player in Bruins history with more 
than one goal in three consecutive contests, joining Phil Esposito (five 
times), Cam Neely, Dit Clapper, Carson Cooper, and longtime linemate 
Patrice Bergeron in the exclusive club. The goal barrage arrives as a 
reminder to Marchand that he needs to be a finisher for a Boston Bruins 
hockey club that is sometimes unselfish to a fault. 

“I don’t think that’s ever an issue for him, getting inside,” said Boston 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “I think we have to remind Brad that 
he’s a goal scorer at times. Particularly since pucks run through him on 
the power play. There’ll be stretches five-on-five then he starts deferring 
and looking for plays, and I think we sometimes are like, ‘Hey, you’re a 
goal scorer. Get to the dirty areas. When it’s your turn to shoot, shoot.’ 
Not that there was much question on those [hat trick] goals.” 

Perhaps the best part of it all was, as Cassidy referenced, that all three of 
Marchand’s goals were scored within 10 feet of the net whether he was 
slamming one home from the back post, whacking a bouncing puck out 
of the air or crashing the net for a shorthanded rebound chance. It was 
Boston’s best player practicing what the team has been preaching about 
creating an inside presence and wreaking havoc around the front of the 
net, even if it’s coming from a 5-foot-9 winger that’s one of the smallest 
on the ice. 
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“”I think as a group we’ve all been focusing on it more recently,” said 
Marchand, about a teamwide mentality of crashing the net. “It’s 
something that we’ve had to add to our game. We were getting a lot of 
shots early on in the season; I think we were one of the top teams getting 
shots on net. A majority of goals in this league are scored from there. 

“So, we had to get some more guys in front, get rebounds there, get in 
front of the net, and focus a little bit more on being around there. Our 
group’s been doing that since the break’s been over, and I think it’s really 
paying off for us right now. We have to keep that going.” 

Marchand is setting the tone in many different areas for the Black and 
Gold with a team-leading 19 goals and 39 points in 28 games that has 
him on pace for 47 goals and 97 points this season. But he’s also 
bringing energy and keeping it light for the rest of his teammates, 
whether it’s him accidentally swearing while on a hot mic pregame or 
picking up a hot pink straw cowboy hat as his chapeau of choice 
following his fifth career hat trick. 

“I mean, the hat speaks for itself,” said Marchand. “It just has sexy written 
all over it.” 

Interesting hat choice for Brad Marchand after scoring the three goals 
pic.twitter.com/Svu3R2Qlpg 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) January 13, 2022 

One other thing that speaks for itself: The greatness of Marchand’s game 
this season as he leads a Boston Bruins team pushing up in the 
standings. The B’s left winger has shown in the past that he’s capable of 
carrying the B’s offense for stretches at a time and he’s doing that right 
now for the surging Bruins. 
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BHN Puck Links: Bruins Own Habs Again, Evander Kane Rumors 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins dropped a five-spot on the Montreal Canadiens again 
in a 5-1 win. 

Tuukka Rask will get his first start of the season Thursday and have 
plenty of Bud Lights waiting for him if he shuts out the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

The NHL has put any Evander Kane signing on hold as it investigates 
how and why he crossed the border with COVID. 

That and more in the latest BHN Puck Links: 

Boston Bruins 

Brad Marchand notched two goals in 13 seconds in the first period and 
grabbed his fifth career hat trick to pace the Boston Bruins to a 5-1 win 
over the Montreal Canadiens. (BHN) 

Speaking of Marchand, the Boston Bruins star winger was just happy he 
could sport a smile after that hat trick. (BHN) 

The Boston Bruins let it be known they’re not in the Evander Kane 
sweepstakes. (BHN) 

National Hockey Now 

Here’s the view from Montreal after the Canadiens lost their fourth 
straight and allowed five goals to the Bruins for a second straight game. 
(Montreal Hockey Now) 

The Habs also lost goalie Jake Allen in the first period against the Boston 
Bruins. (Montreal Hockey Now) 

Don’t be surprised if Canadiens defenseman Chris Wideman heard from 
the NHL Department of Player Safety for this head-butt on Boston Bruins 
forward Erik Haula: 

National Hockey Now 

Oh look, it’s another COVIDIOT in Philly! (Philly Hockey Now) 

The New York Islanders have been shuffling the lines as they get ready 
for their first game since Jan. 1 tonight against the New Jersey Devils. 
(NYI Hockey Now) 

The merry-go-round that is the Pittsburgh Penguins lineup continues to 
spin. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

The Washington Capitals have been a hot mess in the neutral zone 
during their four-game skid. (Washington Hockey Now) 

Florida has not only become another porn capital but also a hockey porn 
destination as well. (Florida Hockey Now) 

It can’t be understated how much bringing back Nicklas Lidstrom into his 
new role will help the Detroit Red Wings. (Detroit Hockey Now) 

Could the San Jose Sharks actually make the Stanley Cup Playoffs? 
(San Jose Hockey Now) 

Are the next seven games make or break for the Vancouver Canucks? 
(Vancouver Hockey Now) 

For now, the future can wait as the current Calgary Flames core tries to 
finally reach its potential. (Calgary Hockey Now) 

NHL 

Not that he’d be on the Habs’ radar heading into the trade deadline but if 
the Dallas Stars aren’t in the playoff race as the March 21 NHL trade 
deadline approaches, any team that is would be idiots not to inquire 
about Joe Pavelski. (TSN) 

“Not so fast,” said the NHL to an Evander Kane signing on Wednesday, 
as they investigated why and how he recently crossed the border from 
the United States into Canada despite being COVID positive. (Sportsnet) 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 01.14.2022 

1232111 Boston Bruins 

 

Tuukka Rask, Patrice Bergeron and the likelihood of a last Cup run with 
the Bruins 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Jan 14, 2022  

 

By now, Tuukka Rask, Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand are family. 
Winning a Stanley Cup in 2011 and chasing two more in 2013 and 2019 
helped turn a Finn, Quebecer and Nova Scotian into brothers. The 
chance to play with these men once more helped convince Rask that 
surgery, rehab and a $1 million peanuts contract would be worth his 
while. 

“The biggest motivation is to play with the group I played with my whole 
career and have another chance to win,” Rask said. “That’s about it.” 

More than a decade has passed, though, since the three lifted the Cup 
over their heads in Vancouver. Rask is 34. Bergeron is 36. Marchand is 
33. Rask and Bergeron will be unrestricted at the end of the season. 

“We’re realistic that we’re getting older and the window’s closing,” Rask 
said. “Whether that’s a year, two, three years, who knows. But it’s closing 
and we know that.” 
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Several weeks ago, Rask joked to Bergeron that the captain should 
follow his lead next year: take a breath the first few months, then sign for 
the rest of 2022-23.  

The truth of the matter, though, is that Bergeron is undeclared about his 
future intentions. Rask falls in the same category.  

“I haven’t made any plans for the future,” said Rask before his season 
debut. “I haven’t played a hockey game in a long time. So I want to come 
back. I want to come back solid, start building on my game and get that 
rhythm back that I’m used to having. That’s where my head’s at right 
now. I haven’t made any long-term plans yet. We’ll see what happens.” 

The way that Bergeron is playing and based on how Rask performed on 
Thursday against Philadelphia, it could very well be they re-sign both for 
2022-23. Bergeron is running away with his fifth Selke Trophy while 
recording 28 points, second-most on the team after his left wing.  

At the same time, Bergeron is quick to deal out the nasty when the 
situation requires it. In Wednesday’s 5-1 thumping of Montreal, Michael 
Pezzetta blistered Matt Grzelcyk behind the net. Bergeron made it clear, 
with a takedown of Pezzetta and a crack to the back, that liberties must 
be answered for on his watch. 

“Trust me. When these hits happen, if Bergy’s not on the ice, he points it 
out on the bench right away: ‘We finish every check,’” said coach Bruce 
Cassidy. “He doesn’t get up and say, ‘We’ve got to kill this guy or that 
guy.’ We’ve just got to finish every check. We’ve got to push back, 
respond, whatever words you want to use. And let them know, ‘Hey, 
we’re not going to take that, whether it happens in our building or your 
building.’” 

As for Rask (25 saves), Cassidy said it best after the Bruins’ 3-2 win. 

“In terms of just tracking the puck and playing the game and stopping the 
puck, it looked like old Tuukka,” Cassidy said. 

The rust of not playing NHL hockey since June showed at times. In the 
first, he shifted to his left, anticipating Ivan Provorov would make a D-to-
D pass. Provorov shot instead of passing. Rask didn’t see the puck until 
it hit his chest. 

Rust, however, cannot last long against talent. Rask tracks pucks and 
anticipates plays as well as any goalie. As such, he was big, square and 
looming to Philly shooters.  

He had no chance to stop Cam Atkinson’s close-range tip, nor could he 
turn back the two-on-one that ended with Joel Farabee’s tuck. 

But after David Pastrnak put the Bruins ahead with his third goal, Rask 
was asked to stare down Atkinson on a shorthanded breakaway rush 
following a Charlie McAvoy giveaway. Rask patiently held his feet. He 
ceded no ground to his opponent. Atkinson, after running out of ice, was 
forced into a harmless backhand. 

In the third, the Flyers pulled Carter Hart with 3:49 remaining in 
regulation. This had Rask scrambling at times against Philadelphia’s 
pressure. He was fast and quick and large to all of it. After the win, he 
tapped the glass behind his net to acknowledge a friend he spotted 
during the game. 

“It felt like I was home, basically,” said Rask.  

If Bergeron says goodbye to the only home he’s known after this season, 
Rask may follow him out the door. Neither appears wired like ex-
teammate and fellow champion Zdeno Chara, whose thirst to compete 
has yet to be quenched as he approaches his 45th birthday. You could 
not blame either Bergeron or Rask if they decline to participate in a 
rebuild, which is peeking around the corner. They know only pursuing 
Cups, not postseason qualification. 

This season, though, is a known commodity to both Bergeron and Rask. 
Perhaps Florida, Tampa Bay and Toronto are too far clear for the Bruins 
to catch.  

But the Bruins are comfortable as the No. 2 wild-card team, seven points 
ahead of Detroit with four games in hand. If they qualify for the playoffs, 
the Bruins are as well equipped as anyone to make some noise. 

“I think it’s as good as anybody else,” Rask said of the team’s Cup 
prospects. “The core group is still there. I think the past few games, the 
team’s showed they can play some real solid hockey against good 
teams. It’s a long season. There’s still plenty of games left. Once we 
keep building in the right direction, like we always say, it’s all about 
making the playoffs. Then anything can happen.” 

Much of that, of course, has to do with Rask. 

Pain was Rask’s regular companion last year. It showed in his play, 
especially in the postseason. He was clearly not the goalie that finished 
second in Vezina Trophy voting the previous year. 

It’s different now. Rask is pain-free. He is fresh. With Linus Ullmark as his 
partner and Jeremy Swayman waiting in case of turbulence, Rask can 
ease into a regular-season rhythm and launch into the playoffs as the 
starter. He is no longer burdened by the lightning he regularly felt in his 
hip last year. 

“Hundred percent. Hundred percent,” Rask answered when asked if he 
had more use of his tools on Thursday than last season. “Even though it 
wasn’t killing me every single game last year, it’s always in the back of 
your head that certain movements are limited. Now when you don’t have 
that, in the first period, I think I had two or three, at least, kick saves to 
the right. In the third, there was that wraparound where I kind of 
extended. Stuff like that last year was totally out of the question. So, it 
was great to feel I had the ability to move both ways.” 

These days, plans go sideways at the last minute. Rask learned that the 
hard way. The same day he signed his professional tryout contract with 
the expectation of a warmup act in Providence, that weekend’s action 
was scrubbed because of Lehigh Valley’s brush with COVID-19 protocol. 

In that light, sketching out the landscape beyond this season is a futile 
exercise. Bergeron may re-sign. He may not. Rask could keep on 
playing. Or he could say farewell for good. 

“We’re not thinking about next year at all,” said Marchand. “We have so 
much to think about this year, so much going on. We’re all going through 
it right now. I don’t even think there’s enough mind space to start thinking 
about next year and what that’s going to bring.” 

The only certainty is now, the rest of the regular season and the playoffs. 
This could be it for Bergeron and Rask, leaving Marchand as the lone 
champion standing. 

If that is going to be the case, they might as well make this year’s run the 
memory of their lives. 
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Igor Shesterkin brilliant in return as Rangers blank Sharks 

 

By Larry Brooks January 14, 2022 1:29am 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Here was affirmation of the adage that it is not as 
important who is out of the lineup as who is in. 

For though Alexis Lafreniere made it four in joining Barclay Goodrow, 
Ryan Reaves and Julien Gauthier on the COVID-restricted list after 
learning that he tested positive after participating in the morning skate, 
the Blueshirts got Igor Shesterkin back after his three-game stay under 
league protocol. 
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And Shesterkin, who took shots every day in New York but did not have 
a full practice for more than a week, was typically brilliant throughout in 
leading the Blueshirts to a 3-0 victory over the Sharks on Thursday night. 

Practice in this case was no more of a factor to Shesterkin than it ever 
was to Allen Iverson. In this case, the Russian is the anti-Hank as it 
almost always took Henrik Lundqvist a game or two following an absence 
even of this length to get back to the top of his game. 

“It didn’t matter. I got some shots every day,” Shesterkin said after his 37-
save performance marked his third shutout of the season. “The first 
minute I was nervous, but when I stopped a couple of shots, the nerves 
went [away] and I just tried to help,” 

Igor Shesterkin made 37 saves in the Rangers' 3-0 win over the Sharks. 

Igor Shesterkin made 37 saves in the Rangers’ 3-0 win over the Sharks. 

USA TODAY Sports 

Shesterkin elevated the Rangers, but this was not quite a one-man show. 
Chris Kreider had a bounce-back game following an empty one in Los 
Angeles on Monday and not only scored the first shorthanded goal of his 
career off a nifty royal road feed from Mika Zibanejad for a 1-0 lead at 
10:25 of the first period but then recorded an empty-netter to seal it for 
the 200th goal of his 611-game career. 

“Shorthanded,” Kreider said when asked which milestone he most 
appreciated. “I’ve been waiting for a while for a while…” 

Braden Schneider not only looked for all the world like he belonged while 
making his NHL debut in front of his parents, the 20-year-old rifled one in 
from the slot off a Ryan Strome feed to give his team a 2-0 edge at 1:27 
of the third period. 

“I couldn’t have drawn it up any better myself,” said Schneider, who was 
stout in his own end through 14:49 of ice time generally partnered with a 
solid Patrik Nemeth. “The whole day, I was quite jittery, I couldn’t sit still, 
my nap wasn’t too great. I came to the rink it was the same thing with 
nerves. 

“When I got on the ice for warmup it became a little more real and I don’t 
think it hit me until my first shift and then after that I felt like I settled in 
and got a little more confident as the game went on.” 

This was not a perfect performance by any means, the Rangers still 
turned the puck over in dangerous areas way too much. They still had 
too much trouble traversing the neutral zone against an opponent in a 1-
3-1 structure. Artemi Panarin was way, way off his game in his second 
contest back after missing four while stricken with COVID. 

But the Blueshirts battled. They played a Black-and-Blueshirt game. 
Jacob Trouba was front and center when the going got unaccountably 
chippy. K’Andre Miller was strong — the operative word — after a skittery 
one on Monday. The Packmates — Morgan Barron between Tim 
Gettinger and Jonny Brodzinksi — were hard on the puck. Anthony 
Greco, subbing in for Lafreniere, was effective in his second career game 
and first since he got into one for Florida on Dec. 13, 2018. 

Who were these guys? These were the Rangers. 

“I mean at this point, you just have to roll with the punches,” said Kreider, 
who pumped six shots at netminder Adin Hill after being named to the all-
star game. “It’s happening to most teams in the league and it’s almost a 
running joke at this point as who is coming out of the lineup for the next 
game. 

“But the guys who have gone in have done a terrific job. I thought Greck 
was awesome, definitely injected some energy, got pucks north, went to 
the net and got pucks to the net. It’s been next man up for us.” 

But the man of the hour was nevertheless Shesterkin while the 24-10-4 
Blueshirts regained first place in the Metro. The goaltender was huge on 
a pair of Erik Karlsson blasts in the first period, and handled traffic and 
encroachment throughout the final 40 minutes while potential trade-

deadline Ranger Tomas Hertl combined with Timo Meier attacked 
relentlessly. 

But Shesterkin’s most significant stop came at 11:10 of the second 
period when he squared up, remained patient and made a chest on save 
Andrew Cogliano’s wrister off a 100-foot breakaway up the middle while 
protecting the 1-0 lead. 

“I like breakaways,” Shesterkin said, smiling as if they were as easy as 
spinning a shutout after more than a week away from his team. 
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Rangers’ Adam Fox, Chris Kreider to play in All-Star Game 

 

By Larry Brooks January 13, 2022 8:37pm   

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Adam Fox, who was denied the opportunity to flout 
his stuff for Team USA at the Beijing Olympics, will take his talents to Las 
Vegas for the All-Star Game, at which the Rangers star will follow P.K. 
Subban as only the second defenseman in NHL history to play in his first 
midseason extravaganza after having won the Norris Trophy.  

Fox last year became the second defenseman ever, and first since 
Bobby Orr in 1967-68, to win the Norris in his second NHL season. 
Subban, now with the Devils, won the award with the Canadiens in his 
third season (2012-13), three years before making his first appearance in 
the NHL All-Star Game.  

Chris Kreider will join Fox in representing the Rangers on the 11-player 
Metropolitan Division squad, which will compete on Feb. 5 in the three-
on-three tournament competition. The Islanders’ Adam Pelech and the 
Devils’ Jack Hughes also will compete for the team that will be coached 
by the Hurricanes’ Rod Brind’Amour and captained by the Capitals’ Alex 
Ovechkin.  

This will mark the second All-Star experience for Kreider, who stepped in 
as an injury replacement for Artemi Panarin in 2020. Kreider entered 
Thursday tied for sixth in the NHL with 21 goals and second with 12 
power-play goals. Fox was third among defensemen with 36 points (5-
31) and tied for third with 31 assists.  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

Igor Shesterkin (15-4-2/2.09/.936) had the credentials to merit a spot. 
Since every team must be represented by at least one player, three 
would have amounted to one too many Rangers. Frederik Andersen and 
Tristan Jarry are the Metro’s goaltenders.  

Mika Zibanejad is the Blueshirts’ nominee to be added as “last player in.” 
Fan voting for a final addition to each divisional squad will be conducted 
through Jan. 17 on NHL.com and on the NHL app. 
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Rangers experiencing ‘lulls’ on previously potent power-plays 

 

By Larry Brooks January 13, 2022 8:18pm  Updated 
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SAN JOSE, Calif. — There has been a lull in action for the Rangers, who 
lost two of the first three games of their current road trip, and rather 
decisively so, entering their match Thursday against the Sharks. Adam 
Fox said he believes that’s a result of, well, having too many lulls in the 
action.  

“I think we need to find more consistency,” said Fox, whose team 
defeated the Ducks on Saturday between losses to the Golden Knights 
on Jan. 6 and the Kings on Monday. “I think we’ve had a lot of lulls in 
parts of games that can’t happen, especially on the road against good 
teams.  

“If we can find that consistency, we’ll have more success.”  

The Blueshirts generally have been able to surmount what have been 
rather ordinary results at five-on-five with a potent power play that has 
ranked in the NHL’s top quarter most of the season. But there has been a 
lull in efficiency with the man-advantage. The Rangers had gone three 
straight games without a power-play goal (0-for-8) for only the second 
time this season, slipping to ninth in the league at 22.9 percent.  

The unit endured notable struggles in each of the previous two games, 
kept to the outside while committing far too many mindless turnovers 
trying to force pucks through traffic. Artemi Panarin’s obvious rustiness 
upon his return on Monday in Los Angeles from a four-game COVID-
related absence surely was a major factor in the team’s follies against the 
Kings.  

“You’re not going to score power-play goals every game, but I think we 
want to create more chances even if the puck’s not going in,” said Fox, 
whose 16 points (0-16) with the man advantage were second in the 
league among defensemen to Nashville’s Roman Josi’s 19 points (7-12) 
entering Thursday. “It’s a long year, you’re going to have stretches when 
it doesn’t go your way, so you don’t want to get frustrated.  

“We have a lot of talented players, and though it can sometimes throw 
you off a little bit with people coming in and out of the lineup the way it’s 
been recently, the important thing is staying with it and finding your flow 
and getting back to putting the puck in the net.”  

The Rangers have relied on their specialty teams throughout the season. 
With a penalty kill that was ranked fourth at 85.2 percent, the Blueshirts 
were 13-0-2 when winning the specialty team competition. That means  

There was, as has been commonplace throughout the NHL through this 
phase of the pandemic, a complement of young players in the lineup who 
otherwise likely would be in the AHL. That applies to the Pack Line, with 
Tim Gettinger and Jonny Brodzinski flanking Morgan Barron.  

And though 20-year-old Braden Schneider was expected to make his 
NHL debut on defense Thursday, that was not a function of COVID as 
much as a regular course of business promotion.  

Kris Knoblauch, the Hartford head coach who stepped in for his second 
game behind the Rangers’ bench in place of the COVID-stricken Gerard 
Gallant on Thursday, provided an interesting perspective on the mentality 
of younger players when they get the call to the show.  

“It’s a difficult situation because [they] are here for just a short time and 
they feel that when they do get their opportunity, they don’t want to make 
a mistake because when you make a mistake that’s a reason for the 
coach to take you out,” Knoblauch said. “When a player gets called up 
from Hartford it might be their only chance, so they put a lot of pressure 
on themselves and keeping their game so simple because they don’t 
want to make that mistake.  

Rangers 

The Rangers have lost two of the first three games of their current road 
trip. 

“But then they also get into that position where they can’t help the team 
by making a play. It’s a fine line and a balancing act for those players. 
But what I’ve seen from those guys who are getting called up because of 
the circumstances, they’ve managed it very well.”  

But Knoblauch said he would have no special instructions for Schneider 
or the Pack of forwards against the Sharks.  

“You try to make them feel as comfortable as possible,” the acting coach 
said. “I think more importantly it’s about their situation with their linemates 
and teammates. For instance, I think Morgan has been playing very well 
and I think that has something to do with him playing on that Hartford 
Wolf Pack line where, you know, sometimes there’s the pressure of, ‘Oh, 
I’ve got to get him the puck,’ or, ‘Was that my job or not?’  

“Those three are just skating, talking and communicating on the ice and 
just playing hockey as if they were in Hartford.”  

The perspective is understood, but the Rangers needed their guys to 
play hockey in this one as if they were in San Jose. 
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Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin’s return ‘gives everyone a little jolt’ 

 

By Larry Brooks January 13, 2022 7:10pm   

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Igor Shesterkin had not had a full practice since 
Jan. 5, had not played since Jan. 2 and was just cleared from COVID-19 
protocol Thursday morning after being sidelined for three games over the 
past week. 

Yet he got the starting assignment, and the 37-save shutout, Thursday in 
the Rangers’ 3-0 win over the Sharks while Alexandar Georgiev backed 
up and Keith Kinkaid returned to the taxi squad. 

Shesterkin had started only three of the Rangers’ previous 15 games 
since suffering a groin injury during the third period of a 1-0 victory over 
the Sharks at the Garden on Dec. 3. The 26-year-old Russian missed 
eight games rehabbing, returned for the first of three straight starts on 
Dec. 29 and backed up one game before testing positive last week. 

“I don’t think he gets enough attention,” acting coach Kris Knoblauch said 
of Shesterkin, who apparently got onto the ice once back at home after 
his positive result was announced on Jan. 6. “In New York he does, but 
around the NHL when you talk about the elite goalies in the league, 
maybe he gets mentioned once in a while but he should be mentioned in 
that conversation all the time.” 

Georgiev, coming off a run of four straight starts for the first time in his 
NHL career, recorded a 5-4-1 record with a .931 save percentage and 
2.06 goals-against average in 10 starts and 11 appearances since 
Shesterkin first was sidelined early last month. 

Alexis Lafreniere, Ryan Reaves, Julien Gauthier and Barclay Goodrow 
were in COVID protocol. Dryden Hunt joined the team for the morning 
skate, but remained on injured reserve with the upper-body injury he 
sustained at Vegas on Jan. 6. 

The Rangers won 214 of 405 draws (52.8 percent) over the previous nine 
games entering Thursday and had climbed to 25th in the NHL in faceoff 
efficiency at 47.7 percent. Zibanejad won 93 of his 154 draws over that 
stretch for 60.3 percent, elevating his season work at the dots to 51.8 
percent. 

Justin Richards joined the taxi squad Thursday. 
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NY Rangers takeaways: Igor Shesterkin posts shutout after being left off 
all-star team 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 

 

The New York Rangers have a trio of players who could be going to next 
month's NHL all-star game, with all three picking up points on the 
decisive goal in Thursday's 3-0 win over the Sharks in San Jose. 

It started with Adam Fox seizing control of the puck in the defensive zone 
and pushing it ahead to Chris Kreider, who then executed a flawless 
give-and-go with Mika Zibanejad. Kreider dished it and bolted toward the 
open ice, with Zibanejad lifting a perfectly placed pass over two 
outstretched Sharks' sticks and back to Kreider for the finish at the 10:25 
mark in the first period. 

It occurred 11 seconds into a Rangers' penalty kill, marking the first 
shorthanded goal of Kreider's 10-year career. He added an empty-netter 
later in the game for his 200th goal overall and 23rd this season, which 
leads the team and ties him for fourth in the league.  

Earlier in the day, Fox and Kreider were announced as all-star selections, 
with Zibanejad having a chance to join them on Feb. 5 in Las Vegas after 
being chosen as the Rangers' representative for the "Last Men In" fan 
vote. 

But while they each played a key role in the win at SAP Center, the most 
important player on the ice was the Rangers' biggest all-star snub. 

In his first start after missing three games due to COVID-19 protocol, Igor 
Shesterkin made 37 saves for his third shutout of the season. 

The 26-year-old didn't show any signs of rust, picking up right where he 
left off in his previous start on Jan. 2, when he posted a 38-save shutout 
in a 4-0 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

He made several clutch saves to improve the Rangers' record on their 
longest road trip of the season to 2-2. The most memorable came on a 
breakaway chance from Andrew Cogliano with 8:53 to play in the second 
period, which Shesterkin turned away with a coolness that has defined 
his season. 

The win improved his record to 16-4-2 with a lofty .939 save percentage 
that ranks as the best in the NHL among goalies who have played at 
least 10 games. Yet, Carolina's Frederik Andersen and Pittsburgh's 
Tristan Jarry were the two goalies selected to represent the Metro 
Division in the all-star game. 

Granted, Andersen and Jarry are both having excellent seasons in their 
own right. There's also something to be said for the fact that both have 
played more games than Shesterkin, who missed time with a lower-body 
injury and more recently COVID. 

All three Metro goalies rank in the top-three in Goals Saved Above 
Expectation, according to Evolving Hockey, with Shesterkin at the No. 1 
and Anderson at No. 2. But as good as they all have been, I have a 
feeling if you asked around the league, the consensus would be that 
Shesterkin is playing at the highest level of the bunch. 

He has a legitimate gripe about being left off the roster, with Thursday's 
performance serving as the perfect response. 

New York Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba (8) celebrates with 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin (31) after the Rangers defeated the San Jose 
Sharks in an NHL hockey game in San Jose, Calif., Thursday, Jan. 13, 
2022. 

Braden Schneider's memorable debut 

While Shesterkin was the No. 1 star of the game, Braden Schneider was 
the feel-good story. The rookie defenseman made his NHL debut in San 
Jose and produced a moment he'll never forget. 

Just 1:27 into the third period, the 20-year-old came flying off the bench, 
gathered a pass from Ryan Strome and ripped a right-handed wrist shot 
past Sharks goalie Adin Hill. 

It was not only Schneider's first NHL goal — it was his first as a 
professional hockey player. He was credited with nine assists in 24 
games with AHL Hartford prior to being recalled Tuesday, but had yet to 
find the back of the net. 

The No. 19 overall pick from the 2020 draft has better puck skills and 
mobility than some may give him credit for, but his bread-and-butter 
remains his gritty approach in the defensive zone. And while the goal will 
steal the headlines, it's the rest that should keep him in the lineup. 

Your stories live here. 

Fuel your hometown passion and plug into the stories that define it. 

Create Account 

It was clear from the get-go that Schneider wouldn't back down from the 
challenge. He sent that message early, dropping San Jose all-star Timo 
Meier to the ice with a hit along the boards in the first period, and he was 
a steady defensive presence throughout the night. 

Schneider finished with 14:49 time on ice, with the Rangers (24-10-4) 
allowing only six shots on while he was in the game. By comparison, he 
generated three shots on goal on his own. He also lived up to his 
reputation of being a physical player by dishing out four hits and blocking 
two shots. 

LINEUP: Braden Schneider gets a chance to show why he's coveted 

THOUGHTS: On rookie defensemen, trade targets and more 

It's probably not a stretch to call this the best game by a Rangers' rookie 
defensemen this season, which ensures that Schneider will get another 
shot to play Saturday in Philadelphia. 

Nils Lundkvist got the first crack at the open bottom-pair spot, never 
gaining a firm grip on the job in 25 uneven games played. Now he's in the 
AHL, and while he should be back eventually, the Rangers intend to give 
him time to make adjustments and build back his confidence. 

Zac Jones remains on the taxi squad and could be activated at any point, 
but there's a reason he's only appeared in three NHL games this season. 
He has a dynamic skill set, but there's work to be done to gain trust with 
his defensive responsibilities. 

That leaves the door open for Schneider, who brings less flash than the 
other two but may have a better chance of sticking in the middle of a 
playoff race due to his poise and reliability. 

Alexis Lafrenière added to COVID list 

The Rangers have added at least one player to the COVID list prior to 
every game on this road trip, which continued Thursday when Alexis 
Lafrenière was placed in protocol. 

He joined Julien Gauthier, Barclay Goodrow and Ryan Reaves, which left 
the Blueshirts down four forwards — five if you include Dryden Hunt, who 
remains on injured reserve with an upper-body injury. 

Filip Chytil replaced Lafrenière on the second line next to Strome and 
Artemi Panarin, as the Rangers continue to experiment with him at right 
wing. He had an assist on the Schneider goal, but that was one of the 
only quality chances that line generated. They were out-shot, 11-5, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Meanwhile, the bottom six was nearly unrecognizable. Five players who 
have spent the majority of the season in the AHL were used against the 
Sharks — Schneider, Morgan Barron, Jonny Brodzinski, Tim Gettinger 
and Anthony Greco. 

Greco was making his Rangers' debut, becoming the first Queens native 
to ever play for the team and 29th New York-born player. 
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He played on the third line with Kevin Rooney and Greg McKegg, while 
Gettinger, Barron and Brodzinski remained together on the fourth line. 
They all played limited minutes, but Greco still managed to get off five 
shots on goal in 9:44 TOI. 

Despite Greco's aggressive shooting, the Rangers were out-shot, 37-31, 
while surrendering 17 high-danger scoring chances and creating nine. 
Only one of their three goals came at even strength, as they've averaging 
just 1.65 goals per game at 5v5 in their last 17 contests. 

But given the ever-changing state of their roster, grinding out this win 
was impressive. They were physical in individual battles and aggressive 
on the forecheck without some of their players who excel in those areas. 
And, of course, Shesterkin was excellent. 

That helped them bounce back after losing two of their previous three, 
with the result being two well-earned points and sole possession of first 
place in the Metro. 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Braden Schneider gets a chance to show 
why he's coveted 

 

VINCENT Z. MERCOGLIANO | NHL Writer 

 

The New York Rangers' affection for Braden Schneider has carried over 
from one general manager to the next. 

Jeff Gorton was responsible for trading up to draft the hard-nosed 
defenseman with the No. 19 overall pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, but Chris 
Drury still views him as a critical part of the future. 

Schneider will begin what Drury and the Rangers hope will be a long 
career in New York on Thursday night in San Jose, with the 20-year-old 
expected to make his NHL debut against the Sharks. 

"I want to show that I’m able to play at this level," he told reporters 
following Wednesday's practice at Solar4America Ice Rink. "I want to 
show that I belong here." 

The Saskatchewan, Canada native will take his turn in the ongoing 
competition to fill a role on the Rangers' bottom pair. 

One of the reasons they coveted him in the draft process is because he 
brings different elements than their other top defensive prospects, 
particularly the two rookies who have already made NHL appearances 
this season — Nils Lundkvist and Zac Jones. 

While Lundkvist and Jones have risen through the ranks by racking up 
points and wowing with their skill, Schneider is an old-school 
defenseman who may hold the most value within the organization 
because of his shutdown capabilities. 

Former WHL coach Don MacGillivray endearingly described Schneider's 
game as "vanilla." 

"You know what you’re getting every night, and for me, that’s the biggest 
thing as a coach," MacGillivray told lohud.com, part of the USA TODAY 
Network, in September. "When he's on the ice, you feel very safe." 

As Schneider put it, "The main thing is take care of home base and your 
own net," which explains why the Rangers may be willing to trust him 
ahead of older prospects such as Lundkvist, Jones and Matthew 
Robertson. 

Lundkvist got the first crack at an NHL job, playing in 25 games before he 
was ultimately sent to AHL Hartford earlier this week. He played in his 

first game with the Wolf Pack on Wednesday, starting on the top pair with 
Robertson while contributing an assist on Hartford's only goal. 

The Rangers are hoping that the minor-league assignment will build 
Lundkvist's confidence back up. They inserted him right into the NHL 
lineup out of training camp, but the 2018 first-round pick never quite 
found his footing. He produced only four points (one goal and three 
assists) and was clearly still adjusting to the speed of the game and his 
defensive responsibilities while transitioning to a smaller sheet of ice than 
the one he played on in the Swedish Hockey League.  

Perhaps he would have benefited from beginning the season in the AHL, 
which is the path the Rangers chose with Schneider. He was able to 
ease into professional hockey by playing 24 games with the Wolf Pack, 
and while scouts say that his puck-moving ability is underrated — as 
evidenced by nine assists this season — his main focus was, as he put it, 
"take care of home base and your own net." 

"I went there to try and eliminate a lot of the junior tendencies that you 
usually have, like a looser gap and making sure you’re harder on guys 
and being able to handle those bigger, tougher players," Schneider 
added. "I think I’ve been getting better each game. I feel like I’ve been 
skating forward more on guys and being more and more physical each 
game." 

The 6-foot-2, 202-pounder grew up with his father, Kelly, showing him 
videos of New Jersey Devils bruiser Scott Stevens, which influenced his 
rugged style of play. 

As polite and mild-mannered as those who know Schneider best say he 
is, the Rangers are confident he'll play with an edge when he takes the 
ice Thursday while paired with veteran Patrik Nemeth. Whether or not 
he's ready to capture a full-time NHL role is more of a question mark, but 
his first chance to stake his claim has arrived. 

"He's a bit of a throwback defenseman that's big, moves well, plays 
physical (and) in your face," Rangers director of player development Jed 
Ortmeyer said. "He loves the challenge of playing against other people's 
top players." 

NY Rangers projected lineup: Game 38 at Sharks 

When: Thursday, Jan. 13 at 10:30 p.m. 

Where: SAP Center in San Jose 

TV/Radio: MSG/98.7 FM 

Forwards 

First line → Chris Kreider (LW) • Mika Zibanejad (C) • Kaapo Kakko (RW) 

Second line → Artemi Panarin (LW) • Ryan Strome (C) • Filip Chytil (RW) 

Third line → Greg McKegg (LW) • Kevin Rooney (C) • Anthony Greco 
(RW) 

Fourth line → Tim Gettinger (LW) • Morgan Barron (C) • Jonny Brodzinski 
(RW) 

Defense 

Top pair → Ryan Lindgren (L) • Adam Fox (R) 

Second pair → K'Andre Miller (L) • Jacob Trouba (R) 

Third pair → Patrik Nemeth (L) • Braden Schneider (R) 

Goalies 

Starter → Igor Shesterkin 

Backup → Alexandar Georgiev 

Healthy scratches: Libor Hájek (D) and Jarred Tinordi (D) 

COVID-19 protocol: Julien Gauthier (F), Barclay Goodrow (F), Alexis 
Lafrenière (F) and Ryan Reaves (F) 
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Injured: Sammy Blais (right ACL) and Dryden Hunt (upper body) 

NOTE: This lineup is subject to change 
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Igor Shesterkin returns with shutout, Chris Kreider scores twice as 
Rangers beat Sharks 

 

By Colin Stephenson Updated January 14, 2022 2:09 AM 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Goaltending had not been a problem for the 
Rangers on this road trip. Alexandar Georgiev played well, did his job 
and gave them a chance to win. 

But seeing Igor Shesterkin on the ice for the morning skate Thursday 
before their late game against the Sharks certainly gave the Rangers a 
welcome lift. 

"Of course,’’ defenseman Adam Fox said. "I think whenever you see a 
guy who has an impact that he does on our team, it gives everyone a 
little jolt . . . I think Georgie’s played really, really well. And, you know, 
either one of those two we have confidence in. But you see what Igor can 
do. [And] whenever you get a regular back and someone like him, I think 
it obviously boosts the team a little bit.’’ 

Shesterkin officially exited COVID-19 protocol on Thursday and stepped 
right into the lineup against the Sharks. He made 37 saves and earned 
his third shutout of the season in the Rangers’ 3-0 win at SAP Center. 

"A lot of the credit has to go to Shesterkin,’’ acting coach Kris Knoblauch 
said. "You know, there was a lot of Grade A scoring chances. Shesterkin 
came up big, made some big saves. 

"Also being able to play with the lead, I think, you know that shorthanded 
goal that we scored allowed us to have a little bit of comfort, and yes, it’s 
always easier when you’ve got that lead.'' 

Said Shesterkin, "In the first period I was a little nervous, but when I 
stopped a couple shots, nerves go away. I just tried to help everybody.’’ 

The win evened the Rangers’ record on the road trip at 2-2. The trip will 
end Saturday in Philadelphia against the Flyers. 

Chris Kreider had two goals, the second one the 200th of his NHL career, 
and rookie Braden Schneider had his first in his NHL debut. 

The first shorthanded goal of Kreider’s career gave the Rangers the lead 
at 10:25 of the first period. Schneider, 20, who was called up from AHL 
Hartford on Tuesday, made it 2-0 at 1:27 of the third period. Kreider 
added an empty-net goal with 27.3 seconds remaining. 

Schneider’s goal, a shot from the high slot that was assisted by Ryan 
Strome and Filip Chytil, was not only his first NHL goal but his first 
professional goal. He had played 24 games in Hartford this season, and 
two last season, without scoring one. 

Said Schneider, "I thought our whole team had a really solid game 
tonight and Shesterkin was unbelievable and I was in the right place at 
the right time and I couldn’t have drawn it up any better myself.’’ 

The Rangers (24-10-4) played the game without forward Alexis 
Lafreniere, who went into COVID protocol before the game. That allowed 
Queens native Anthony Greco to make his Rangers debut. 

Shesterkin (16-4-2) went into protocol last Thursday, just before the 
Rangers’ 5-1 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights in the opener of the road 
trip. Upon his return, he did not have a practice with the team, but he had 
skated by himself Wednesday in New York, according to Knoblauch, who 

served his second game behind the bench in place of Gerard Gallant, 
who is in COVID protocol. Shesterkin met the team in San Jose and took 
shots at the morning skate. 

Knoblauch, the Hartford coach, spoke glowingly at the morning skate of 
Shesterkin, whom he coached in Hartford for the first half of the 2019-20 
season, the goalie’s first season in North America. 

"I don’t think he gets enough attention,’’ Knoblauch said. "I know, 
probably around New York he does, but around the NHL, when you talk 
about the elite goalies in the league, maybe he gets mentioned once in a 
while. But I think he should be in that conversation all the time.’’ 

Knoblauch was especially impressed by the attitude and work ethic 
Shesterkin showed while playing for Hartford after failing to make the 
Rangers in his first training camp in 2019. 

"Here’s a guy who had so much success in the KHL coming over to North 
America, expecting to be in the NHL [and] he’s going to be in Hartford,’’ 
he said. "The Rangers’ organization knows, a lot of times those players 
aren’t very happy with that, want to go back [to Russia].’’ 

Shesterkin’s time in going to Hartford with a positive attitude was in 
contrast with forward Vitaly Kravtsov, who went to Hartford with the 
goalie but balked at playing in the AHL then, and again when he was 
assigned there last fall. 

Kravtsov left the Rangers and went back to Russia both times. 
Shesterkin stayed, played at an AHL All-Star level in Hartford, was called 
up to the Rangers in the second half of the season and eventually 
replaced Henrik Lundqvist as the Blueshirts’ No. 1 goaltender. 
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Rangers' Adam Fox, Chris Kreider selected to All-Star Game 

 

By Colin Stephenson Updated January 13, 2022 8:22 PM 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. – Defenseman Adam Fox and forward Chris Kreider 
were named Thursday as the Rangers’ representatives to the NHL All-
Star Game, which will take place Feb. 5 in Las Vegas. It is the first time 
since 2011-12 that the Rangers have had multiple players selected for 
the All-Star Game. Center Mika Zibanejad is the Rangers’ selection for 
the "Last Man In’’ fan vote. 

Fox, the Jericho native and reigning Norris Trophy winner as the NHL’s 
best defenseman, will be making his first All-Star appearance, while 
Kreider, who hails from Boxford, Mass., will be making his second. He 
went to the All-Star Game in 2020 as a replacement for an injured Artemi 
Panarin. 

Fox entered Thursday tied with Panarin for the Rangers lead in scoring 
with 36 points. His 31 assists were tied with Tampa Bay’s Victor Hedman 
for fourth-most in the league overall and first among defensemen. 

Kreider entered Thursday with 21 goals, sixth-most in the league, and 12 
power-play goals, second in the league to Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl. 

Zibanejad was third on the Rangers in scoring, with 33 points (13 goals, 
20 assists) and led all Rangers’ forwards in time on ice (19:55 per game). 

Lafreniere in COVID protocol 

Forward Alexis Lafreniere was the latest player to enter COVID-19 
protocol, the Rangers announced. Forward Lauri Pajuniemi was called 
up from the taxi squad to replace him on the roster. 

Lafreniere, who took part in the morning skate, joined forwards Julien 
Gauthier, Ryan Reaves, Barclay Goodrow and coach Gerard Gallant in 
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protocol. Gauthier and Reaves were eligible to exit protocol Thursday, 
but did not. Gallant should be eligible Friday and Goodrow Saturday. 

Hunt skates with team 

Forward Dryden Hunt participated in the morning skate. It was his first 
practice with the team since he suffered an upper-body injury in the 
opening game of the current road trip, last Thursday in Las Vegas. Hunt 
was placed on injured reserve last Friday, and will be eligible to return to 
the lineup for the finale of the trip, Saturday in Philadelphia 
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Igor Shesterkin returns from COVID-19 protocol 

 

By Colin Stephenson Updated January 13, 2022 10:50 PM 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Goaltending has not been a problem for the 
Rangers on this road trip. Alexandar Georgiev has played well, done his 
job and given them a chance to win. 

But seeing Igor Shesterkin on the ice for the morning skate Thursday 
before their late game against the Sharks certainly gave the Rangers a 
welcome lift. 

"Of course,’’ defenseman Adam Fox said. "I think whenever you see a 
guy who has an impact that he does on our team, it gives everyone a 
little jolt . . . I think Georgie’s played really, really well. And, you know, 
either one of those two we have confidence in. But you see what Igor can 
do. [And] whenever you get a regular back and someone like him, I think 
it obviously boosts the team a little bit.’’ 

Shesterkin made the start Thursday night against the Sharks. 

Shesterkin officially exited COVID-19 protocol on Thursday a week after 
he entered it in Las Vegas, where the Rangers opened the current road 
trip with a 5-1 loss to the Golden Knights. Georgiev started that game 
and was the Rangers’ best player, stopping 30 of 35 shots while his 
teammates collapsed for the final 35 minutes. 

Georgiev also started in the 4-1 win over the Ducks on Saturday and the 
3-1 loss to the Kings on Monday in which he stopped 36 of 38 shots). 

All the while, Shesterkin (15-4-2, 2.09 goals-against average, .936 save 
percentage) was isolated from the team. According to acting head coach 
Kris Knoblauch, Shesterkin skated by himself in New York on 
Wednesday before joining the team in San Jose. 

When Knoblauch spoke to reporters Thursday morning, he said he would 
consult with coach Gerard Gallant, who remained in COVID protocol, and 
decide whether Shesterkin would start against the Sharks. 

Georgiev (7-5-2, 2.71 GAA, .908 save percentage) stayed on the ice late 
after the skate, working extra with the scratches and taxi squad players. 

Knoblauch, the coach of the Rangers’ AHL Hartford Wolf Pack, spoke 
glowingly of Shesterkin, whom he coached in Hartford for the first half of 
the 2019-20 season, the goalie’s first season in North America. 

"I don’t think he gets enough attention,’’ Knoblauch said. "I know, 
probably around New York he does, but around the NHL, when you talk 
about the elite goalies in the league, maybe he gets mentioned once in a 
while. But I think he should be in that conversation all the time.’’ 

Knoblauch was especially impressed by the attitude and work ethic 
Shesterkin showed while playing for Hartford after all he had 
accomplished in Russia. 

"Here’s a guy who had so much success in the KHL coming over to North 
America, expecting to be in the NHL, [and] he’s going to be in Hartford,’’ 
he said. "The Rangers’ organization knows, a lot of times those players 
aren’t very happy with that, want to go back [to Russia].’’ 

Shesterkin’s time in Hartford with a positive attitude was in contrast with 
forward Vitaly Kravtsov, who went to Hartford with the goalie but balked 
at playing in the AHL. He balked again when he was assigned there last 
fall. 

Kravtsov left the Rangers and went back to Russia both times. 
Shesterkin stayed, played at an AHL All-Star level in Hartford, was called 
up to the Rangers in the second half of the season and eventually 
replaced Henrik Lundqvist as the Blueshirts’ No. 1 goaltender. 

This season, Shesterkin carried the Rangers in the first month or two 
until the team’s play finally improved in November. He has had to miss 
time, though, first going on injured reserve with a lower-body injury in 
early December and then being shut down because of COVID-19. 
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How to fix the Rangers’ forward group: Internal solutions, plus trade 
targets for the top 6, third line and fourth line 

 

By Arthur Staple Jan 13, 2022 

When trying to evaluate what the Rangers have and what the Rangers 
need at forward, the answers all point to the same thing: More. 

They need more NHL depth at forward. They need more from the 
forwards who aren’t considered the big stars in the Rangers’ 
constellation. And they need a more perfect alignment of their top nine, 
which almost certainly means adding someone from outside in the 
coming two months before the March 21 trade deadline — if they want 
more out of this surprisingly good season. 

COVID-19 protocol and some injuries have caused real inconsistency 
with the forward group in the past few weeks, but the problems the 
Rangers have encountered during the 6-6-1 stretch they bring to San 
Jose on Thursday have plagued them all season, even when they were 
fully healthy up front. They sit dead last among the 32 NHL teams since 
Dec. 8 in shot share (41.4 percent), 28th in expected-goals share (43.4 
percent) and 25th in actual goals share (42.9 percent) at five-on-five, 
courtesy Evolving-Hockey. 

But remove the date range and you still see a pattern that could doom a 
team: 30th in the league this season in shot share (44.8 percent) and 
23rd in expected goals (47.2 percent), though 17th in actual goals (49.8 
percent). That’s survivable, but it’s worth noting that the nine teams 
below them in xG percentage are all lottery-bound. There’s a reason 
these numbers correlate with success. 

Earlier this week, we looked at some of the team’s defensive issues and 
fixes. The crop of potentially available forwards to help either the top six 
or the bottom six is pretty big already and will grow as we get toward the 
deadline. The trade market is still dormant but won’t remain that way 
much beyond next month, so the time is now to size up who might be the 
best fit for a Rangers team that, despite a terrific record, needs more. 
Much of it comes down to determining where the need in the Rangers’ 
top 12 is greatest. 

The top six 

“They’ve got plenty of talent,” one NHL executive said, “but when you 
look at their forwards, it feels like they’re a top-six guy short.” 

Chris Kreider’s scoring has slowed since his torrid start, but top-line 
linemate Mika Zibanejad has picked up the slack from that line. Kaapo 
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Kakko has been a fixture on the top line for the past six weeks even 
though his scoring is pretty tepid — with just two goals in his past 19 
games, and those both coming in the same game. But Gerard Gallant 
seems to like Kakko with Kreider and Zibanejad, so the prospect of a 
change without an outside addition seems unlikely. 

Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome have had some excellent moments this 
season, though they’ve both been in COVID-19 protocol, which has 
caused some stops and starts with their effectiveness, especially at five-
on-five. During this 13-game stretch of mediocrity, Panarin has played 
eight of the games and has just one even-strength goal. Worse, he’s at 
1.44 expected goals over those eight games, worse than every forward 
on the roster except the fourth-liners. That expected-goal number 
essentially means Panarin and the Rangers aren’t generating enough 
shots or chances to be expected to score much with him on the ice at 
even strength. 

The worry is not Panarin-Strome or Kreider-Zibanejad — those four have 
carried the offense among the forwards, thanks in large part to their work 
on the top power-play unit. There are 19 forwards in the NHL with at least 
12 power-play points this season and three of them are Rangers (Kreider 
16, Panarin 13, Zibanejad 12). Not much needs to change there. 

Gallant had Alexis Lafrenière on the top line to start the season, but 
when the Rangers were playing their best five-on-five hockey for much of 
November and into early December, Lafrenière was on the third line, 
Kakko was up top and Dryden Hunt was with Strome and Panarin. And 
that configuration worked, for the most part. But with the COVID-19 
absences and Hunt’s inevitable fade — he’s also now on injured reserve 
— the need for a bona fide top-sixer became more urgent. 

Lafrenière has gotten some looks alongside Strome of late, but Panarin’s 
return from the COVID-19 protocol list yielded an ugly night for those 
three in Los Angeles on Monday. Perhaps that was rust from being idle 
for 10 days, but Lafrenière’s adjustment to being a right wing might need 
more than some in-season tweaks. That could be an offseason project. 

Internal solutions: Gallant could let it ride with Lafrenière in the top six, 
though the numbers say he is likely a better fit with Kreider and 
Zibanejad than Panarin and Strome. Evolving-Hockey has the Kreider-
Zibanejad-Lafreniere trio at 65.2 percent xG share, the best number for 
any line combination Gallant has put together this season, albeit in a very 
small sample of 39 minutes at 5v5. Still, those are xG numbers you want. 

Panarin-Strome-Kakko works too (52.4 percent xG share), though as 
Hunt’s time on the line proved, if Panarin and Strome are on their games, 
that third presence just needs to be in the right spot. And Kakko, despite 
the goal drought, is the best finisher available among the remaining 
forwards. Barclay Goodrow has had some good stretches with both top 
lines, but he’s not your first option. Moving Filip Chytil up to the right side 
on either of the top two lines could work, and Chytil might benefit from a 
shift away from center, but that leaves the third line with Goodrow in the 
middle, and he seems to work better as a wing. 

External solutions: Tomas Hertl has been linked to the Rangers plenty 
this season. He’s a huge talent and the cost to get him will also be pretty 
big. If the Sharks are ready to move on from their No. 1 center, the price 
would have to be a first-rounder and a B-level prospect even to rent the 
pending unrestricted free agent. 

The drawbacks in acquiring Hertl aren’t huge, but they are worth noting 
— especially if Chris Drury is giving up a first and one of his better 
defense prospects. Hertl has been a center for a long time, though he 
can play either wing; is he going to be comfortable quickly enough to 
adjust to the wing on either of the Rangers’ top lines? And would Hertl, a 
regular though not prolific power-play contributor in San Jose, be willing 
to sacrifice basically his power-play time here? 

There are other complicating factors for the future, given Hertl’s 
upcoming free agency. If he fits extremely well and Drury wants to keep 
him, someone else with a big contract has to go. Do you want to start 
down that road with the team finally coming out of its five-year 
hibernation? 

Tomas Hertl (Danny Wild / USA Today) 

Phil Kessel seemingly could be had for a much lower cost — and with the 
Coyotes picking up at least part of the tab on his $6.8 million cap hit. 
Even at that, it’s fair to wonder whether the Rangers would benefit from 
making Kessel their big in-season acquisition up front. He can still 
produce, and his personality quirks are probably overblown into character 
issues at this stage of his career, but a lot of his production comes on the 
power play and it’s a fair concern to wonder if he can keep up with either 
of the top two lines’ even-strength usage. 

There are two big names that could be available, though both are a 
stretch: Joe Pavelski, who just posted a five-point night for the Stars on 
Wednesday, would be the kind of on- and off-ice upgrade a lot of teams 
covet, Rangers included. He’s a player willing to fill any role to win, and 
even at age 37, he produces. He’s got essentially a no-move clause, with 
a three-team trade list, so he’d have to waive it to come to New York. 
And the Stars may be in full teardown mode if they miss the playoffs, so 
it’s hard to see them selling off such a big piece just yet. 

Claude Giroux is the other pending UFA who would cause a seismic 
ripple if he gets moved. The Flyers are treading water and unlikely to 
make the playoffs. Giroux has a full no-move, and it’s the Flyers and the 
Rangers — huge trades just don’t happen that often between the two 
teams, especially when the Philly captain has to say yes to a move. 
Giroux may be on the move before the deadline, but the Rangers would 
have to make a “wow” offer. 

The Ducks could go either way right now in the standings, so Rickard 
Rakell may not be available soon, but he seems to fit more of what the 
Rangers are looking for: an experienced right wing who can play a 
variety of top-nine roles. His production has dipped the past few years on 
some bad Anaheim teams, but he still provides positive metrics after a 
decently long career. He’s also on a $3.79 million cap hit, which is the 
sort of number the Rangers could add and still bring in another piece or 
two. 

Jake DeBrusk has been available pretty much since the start of the 
season, even though the Bruins are making a push to secure playoff 
position. DeBrusk would be a good addition in the style he plays, a bit 
tougher on the forecheck than some of the Rangers’ top-sixers, but he’s 
another left wing. The Rangers are already full up there. And you’d have 
to think the return in that deal would be Vitali Kravtsov, whom the 
Rangers may still want to hang onto, given their cap situation next 
season. 

That brings us to Reilly Smith. He makes the most sense from a player 
and fit standpoint, a regular producer on a Vegas line with Jonathan 
Marchessault and William Karlsson that’s basically been a unit since 
Gallant put them together in the Golden Knights’ first season four years 
ago. Even before that in Florida, Smith was a quality top-six winger who 
raised his game in the playoffs. He’s tied for 11th in the NHL since 2016 
with 60 playoff points in 72 games. 

There are two factors with a Smith trade: The first is whether Vegas 
needs to shed salary when Jack Eichel and potentially Alec Martinez 
return from LTIR. If Martinez is coming back, the Knights absolutely need 
to shed a contract or two; if it’s just Eichel and Max Pacioretty goes on 
LTIR in his place, Vegas might be able to finagle its way to the end of the 
regular season without having to lose a player. 

The second factor is, of course, cost. Vegas has wheeled and dealt more 
than any team the past few years and is down a 2022 first and a 2023 
second from the Eichel deal. Smith would be attractive for a few playoff-
bound teams, so the cost could be the Rangers’ first-rounder to rent 
Smith. 

The third line 

This is where the metrics have not met the results when the Rangers are 
at full forward strength. The line of Lafrenière, Chytil and Julien Gauthier 
has had some incredible-looking data this season — 61.7 percent xG 
share as a line, with a team-best 55.6 percent of shots on goal at five-on-
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five when on the ice — but the results have been underwhelming. Their 
1.97/goals per 60 minutes as a trio is worst on the team for any line that’s 
played more than a few games together, and their 37.2 percent goals-for 
share is among the worst in the league for any line with over 100 minutes 
together at five-on-five — 77th of 84 lines that meet that standard. 

With Gauthier in COVID-19 protocol, things are even more jumbled right 
now, but a return to that line when the Rangers are at full strength seems 
like a stretch. Hunt being out complicates it too, but Gallant shouldn’t be 
swayed by the “well, they’re generating chances” argument. Metrics are 
incredibly helpful as one of many tools to assess what works and what 
doesn’t on the ice, but they don’t tell the whole story. With this line, those 
metrics only serve to make you mad. They should be better. 

Internal solutions: Adding a top-six winger would shore up this line, in 
theory. If Hunt is healthy and the Rangers like what he brings, a 
Lafrenière-Chytil-Hunt third line is fine. If the top six is generating more 
and better at possession at even strength, you could even live with 
Lafreniere-Chytil-Gauthier again, as long as they bring up their goals 
for/against numbers. If you don’t need them to score, maybe they can at 
least give you 35 to 40 seconds of possession and zone time. 

Lafreniere-Chytil-Goodrow might be the best option and one that hasn’t 
really been tried yet, for any number of reasons. Gauthier has the energy 
and speed but not the finishing skills or hockey IQ, so he would seem to 
be the most replaceable player on this line and perhaps in the lineup. 
With a full top six, Goodrow can stay on the third line, where he’s been 
most effective throughout his career. 

But without an addition from the outside, it’s unlikely the third line can be 
a real force. If that addition comes from the list above, then we’ve got 
some options. If Drury wants to aim lower and shore up this line from 
outside for presumably a lower cost, there are plenty of players to choose 
from. 

External solutions: Artturi Lehkonen has been all over the trade-targets 
lists for a bit, and sources told The Athletic that Drury and his former 
boss, Canadiens hockey operations chief Jeff Gorton, have been in 
contact regarding Lehkonen, who is a pending restricted free agent with 
arbitration rights and is due a $2.3 million qualifying offer. The talks are 
believed to have been preliminary. 

Lehkonen is the sort of upgrade the Rangers would want not just for now 
but for the long haul. Sammy Blais filled this role before his torn ACL in 
November; Lehkonen will come in with a bigger RFA price tag beyond 
this season, but he does more and is better at it than Blais, having been 
a consistent 10-plus goal scorer his first four seasons before the 
shortened 2020-21 and ugly numbers this season for the bottom-dwelling 
Canadiens. He’s a third-liner and penalty-kill guy who contributes on 
offense and doesn’t kill you defensively. His 58.5 percent xG share is far 
and away the best on Montreal this season, so he must be doing 
something right amid all the wrong happening up there. 

He won’t be cheap because he isn’t a rental. But Lehkonen gives the 
Rangers more options and a better third line even without other changes. 

Chris Tierney made his bones playing with Goodrow in San Jose, and 
he’s been a reliable 3C for a few years now for the Senators, who are 
stagnating. Tierney is a pending UFA who takes a lot of key defensive-
zone draws, kills penalties and is more of a little-things player than some 
of the other options on the trade market. But adding a 3C would allow 
Chytil to move to the wing, either on a third line or higher up the depth 
chart, and give the Rangers a Tierney-Goodrow base for a third line that 
could drive play and wear out opposing players for the top two lines. 

Travis Boyd has been a pleasant surprise in Arizona, having his best 
season on his fourth team in two-plus years. He’s 28 years old and has 
been a fourth-liner much of his NHL career but has produced playing up 
a bit in the Coyotes lineup. His eight even-strength goals would be tied 
for fourth on the Rangers. His metrics are in the 40s, but the Coyotes 
score goals with Boyd on the ice. 

Boyd might be the cheapest potential addition on this list. He’s a center, 
so he could also bump Chytil to a more productive spot on the wing. 

The expansion Kraken have a couple of depth forwards who could give 
the Rangers group a boost. One is very familiar: Colin Blackwell was 
Seattle’s pick off the Rangers’ roster in the expansion draft, and a 
training-camp injury made him an afterthought for much of the season. 
Blackwell was a pleasant surprise for the Rangers last season with 12 
goals; could he do that again as a third-liner who occasionally plays up 
the lineup? 

Calle Jarnkrok had some good seasons in Nashville as a middle-six jack-
of-all-trades and he’s been coming on of late in Seattle. He’s a Goodrow 
type with better finishing skills. 

The fourth line 

Much as Gallant has wanted to create a fourth line that crashes, bangs 
and wears down opponents, the Rangers haven’t gotten much of that this 
season. Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves have been mainstays, and both 
have had some good moments — Rooney has especially proven his 
worth on the PK — but the dream of having a fourth line that can control 
possession for short bursts and set the table for the top three lines hasn’t 
really materialized. 

Rooney-Goodrow-Reaves has been the most-used fourth line this 
season, and they’ve produced a 38.4 percent xG share and a 35.6 
percent shot share, even as that group has been on for 64 percent of the 
goals scored. It’s kind of the opposite problem as the third line. Hunt-
Rooney-Reaves has better xG share (45.9 percent) but has been on for 
zero goals for. 

Basically, this line is going to be Rooney, Reaves and whoever’s left. 
With Hunt on IR and Goodrow and Reaves currently in protocol, the 
Rangers have gone with an all-Hartford fourth line of Morgan Barron, Tim 
Gettinger and Johnny Brodzinski. When at least Goodrow and Reaves 
are back, Barron might be the one to earn a spot with Rooney and 
Reaves, which makes sense: He has the size and the game to try to be a 
crasher and banger, at least for now. 

This is a good Rangers team with holes. Those holes, especially up front, 
are showing more and more as the season goes on. The time is drawing 
close to fix them or risk whatever success might come. 
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The Athletic / Eric Staal on potential Team Canada Olympic nod, future 
NHL gig: ‘I still have the itch to play’ 

 

By Michael Russo Jan 14, 2022 

 

During the 2004-05 NHL lockout, the AHL was stacked with primo 
prospects from 30 NHL franchises. 

Eric Staal was one of those studs biding time in the minors after an 11-
goal rookie year. He scored 77 points in 77 games for the Lowell Lock 
Monsters and has always largely credited that weird year with helping 
prepare him for a monster sophomore season where he racked up 45 
goals and 100 points in the regular season, led all NHLers in playoff 
scoring with 28 points and helped the Carolina Hurricanes hoist Lord 
Stanley’s Cup in 2006. 

Staal’s final AHL game was May 14, 2005. 

Thursday morning, when Staal stepped foot on an AHL sheet of ice in 
West Des Moines, Iowa to begin a pro tryout with the Minnesota Wild-
affiliate Iowa Wild, underneath his red Iowa practice jersey and dark 
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green pants and socks were the exact same shoulder pads and shin 
pads he wore during that last AHL game. 

Sure, they’re a little — OK, a lot — more raggedy. 

And the plastic caps have long been switched out for softer, sewn-in 
shells mandated by the NHL when it implemented equipment rule 
changes to make the sport safer years ago. But it wasn’t hard even for 
Staal to get a kick out of the fact that this well-decorated NHLer and 
Team Canada multiple medal-winner was back in the AHL wearing his 
same gear eons later. 

It’s the same equipment he has worn throughout his 17-year NHL playing 
career and the same gear he hopes to play with in Beijing, China, next 
month when Team Canada attempts to win its 10th men’s ice hockey 
gold medal. 

“And I’m the same weight,” Staal said, proudly, with a jovial laugh, during 
a phone interview with The Athletic after Thursday’s practice. “I’m 205 
pounds, same as I’ve been for the last however many years. I think when 
I really officially call it a day, I’ll probably fluctuate. But as of now, I can 
hold it together pretty good.” 

Friday night, when Staal suits up for Iowa on a line with AHL veteran Kyle 
Rau and AHL rookie Nick Swaney coincidentally against the Hurricanes’ 
latest AHL affiliate Chicago Wolves, it’ll be 16 years and eight months to 
the day and 6,089 days in total since the last time Staal donned an AHL 
sweater. 

“It’s funny how that worked out to play Carolina’s team, and they seem to 
be steamrolling most of the teams they play,” Staal said of the AHL-best 
Wolves, who are 23-5-1-1. “But that’s good — a test right off the bat. I 
love that. That’s what makes it fun and probably what I need.” 

Staal may be 37 years old with almost 1,300 NHL regular-season games 
and more than 1,000 points on his resume, but there wasn’t one hint of 
ego when he stepped on the ice to practice with a bunch of minor-league 
journeymen and Wild prospects Thursday morning. He flashed his usual 
smile, had a blast and worked hard as he attempts a comeback of sorts. 

When the NHL announced last month that the league would no longer 
send its players overseas to partake in the Olympics, that opened the 
door to a number of American and Canadian players skating in Europe, 
college or the minors to represent their countries in the Olympics. That 
also created an opportunity for the likes of Staal and Devan Dubnyk — 
coincidentally two former Wild vets who had been skating in the Twin 
Cities with the hopes of getting a call at some point for an NHL opening 
in the second half of this season — to represent Team Canada. 

Dubnyk signed an AHL deal with the Charlotte Checkers. When Team 
Canada called Staal to gauge his interest and he voiced a desire to play, 
he knew he needed a place to play in order to tune up and also test his 
body and see how it reacts before committing for certain. 

Staal and his agent, Rick Curran, began scouring AHL schedules. 
Coincidentally, the Iowa Wild — the affiliate of the Wild team Staal played 
on for four seasons before general manager Bill Guerin traded him to the 
Buffalo Sabres in 2020 — had four home games coming up and were 
short bodies because of injuries, COVID-19-positives and NHL 
promotions to forwards like Matt Boldy and Connor Dewar. Curran called 
Guerin, Guerin spoke with Iowa GM Mike Murray and coach Tim Army, 
and all three thought it would be a good idea. 

The pro tryout is open-ended, so theoretically Staal could stay longer 
than the upcoming four home games — back-to-back against Chicago, 
then Monday and Wednesday against Milwaukee and Manitoba, 
respectively — or even return to the team after the Olympics if he 
happens to be named to Canada’s roster next week. 

Staal helped Team Canada to a gold medal at the 2010 Olympics in 
Vancouver. (AP Photo / Ryan Remiorz,CP) 

But Staal also openly admits that as much as he’d like to represent his 
country in the Olympics again, if an NHL team expresses interest in 
signing him before the Olympics and it’s the right fit, he’d be willing to 

sign immediately as a free agent. He has been skating three times a 
week in Edina, Minn., and is raring to go. He still lives 20 minutes from 
Xcel Energy Center, but he knows it’s unrealistic to expect that the Wild, 
who moved on from him, would be interested in bringing him back. In 
fact, Guerin has told him as such all season, “and I get it.” 

But there are several other teams that may have the need for depth and 
a veteran center come playoff time. 

“I still have the itch to play, I have the desire to be out there and the 
passion to keep playing,” Staal said. “It hasn’t worked out this first half of 
the season to fit anywhere or find a spot, but I hope to keep playing. 
Even if it’s next week sometime and someone looks and says, ‘Hey, we 
can use him in our lineup now,’ I’d be happy to go if it’s the right situation. 
But if I happen to go to the Olympics and something comes my way after 
that, that’s good, too. I’m taking it day by day and enjoying every moment 
like I always have my whole career getting to play this game because 
there’s nothing better. 

“Like today, it was such a fun practice and I can’t wait to get back into 
game action (Friday night).” 

If Staal gets to represent Canada in the Olympics and shows he can still 
play at a top level, he’ll return from China and have a month to potentially 
sign with an NHL franchise before the March 21 trade deadline. 

“That’s why I can’t wait to get going (Friday),” said Staal. “Practice was 
fun, actually great. We had a good pace to it. And I felt probably the way I 
thought I would feel. The wind was good. My hands were a little rusty at 
times. But overall, I mean, I felt pretty good. The true test is when you get 
into a game, right? You got to be able to compete and battle and get hit 
and fight for loose pucks. I think that will be the test. 

“But I’ve been skating for a long time, so I was expecting myself to still 
feel pretty good out there.” 

There’s no doubt the Wild and Staal are using each other. 

Staal needs a place to play and test his body. And Iowa has struggled 
and been decimated because of the number of recalls Minnesota has 
had to make recently. Plus, to have Staal in a locker room with first-round 
pick and blossoming prospect Marco Rossi can only be a good thing. In 
fact, Staal, once things settle down, plans to ask Rossi to lunch next 
week. Staal said Rossi’s speed and skill jumped out at him instantly 
during Thursday’s practice, but he didn’t get to chat with him too much 
Thursday because he was so busy getting ready for Friday’s game and 
preparing for his wife, Tanya, and their boys, Parker, 12, Levi, 10, and 
Finley, 7, to come in for the first two games. 

“Not only has Eric been a world-class player throughout his career, he is 
also a true professional,” Army told The Athletic. “It will be a terrific 
opportunity for our young players, and particularly Marco as a center, to 
observe how he approaches his craft on a daily basis.” 

Staal says being an Olympian was no way on his radar again the past 
several years. Remember, this is a guy that won gold in the 2001 world 
juniors, the 2007 world championships and the 2010 Olympics in 
Vancouver when he began on a line with Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry 
and played the final three or four games at left wing on a line with Sidney 
Crosby and Jarome Iginla. 

He’s one of 29 members — 11 Canadians — of the Triple Gold Club, 
which are gold medalists in the world championships and Olympics with 
a Stanley Cup victory in their arsenal. 

He also was on Canada’s taxi squad in the 2006 Olympics in Torino, 
Italy. 

“This would be a huge honor to do it again,” said Staal, who has scored 
441 goals and 1,034 points in 1,293 regular-season games and 
appeared in six NHL All-Star Games. “The call from (Team Canada) was 
unexpected with how everything’s shaken out. But if I get that 
opportunity, if I get that chance to go over there and play, I will be looking 
forward to it. It’s been a few years since the last time I was at an Olympic 
Games, but it’s a special time. Just the spirit of the Games, it’s something 
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that you don’t want to miss. We’ll see how it all plays out, but hopefully I 
get an NHL gig or if I don’t get an opportunity before the Olympics I’d 
love to go. 

“If not, well, I’m happy and content with everything.” 

Team Canada plans to watch Staal’s upcoming games and the parties 
will touch base again next week. There is one complication because 
Staal is working toward renewing his green card, which allows him to live 
and work in the United States, and it has been delayed due to COVID-19. 
But that seems to be working itself out where Staal isn’t as worried about 
leaving the country next month. 

“We’ll just kind of keep talking and we’ll go from there,” Staal said. “But 
nothing is set in stone.” 

Last season was a tough one for Staal on the Sabres, but he agreed to a 
trade to the Canadiens, found an important role on their fourth line and 
Montreal advanced to the Stanley Cup Final. So, Staal admits he was 
surprised to not find an NHL team to latch onto last summer and in the 
first few months of this season. 

“The regular season was not good for me personally,” he said. “It was 
long, it was difficult. It was tough, just with the restrictions, no fans, my 
family not with me. Just so many things. I almost treated it as a write-off. 
It was just bad. But after I got to Montreal, the playoffs came and it 
became more normal with the schedule and routine of a playoff series. 

“I found a good role and we made it all the way to the finals, so I’d be 
lying to you if I didn’t think there would be some type of opportunity for 
me coming after that. It didn’t happen. It felt weird for a little bit in the fall 
not being out there competing and playing and being on a team, but at 
the same time, I’ve got three kids and hockey and school and everything 
else made it fun and time just goes.” 

But when the Olympic opportunity came up, his wife, Tanya, said, “Go for 
it.” 

“She’s the rock in our house holding everything together, and my kids 
were, ‘Go for it, go for it,’ too,” Staal said. “They’ve been itching to have 
dad out there again. I miss it. I’d be lying to you if I didn’t say I have that 
itch and desire to keep playing and hence why I’m here in Iowa. We’ll see 
how this plays out and kind of go from there. If it doesn’t work out into 
anything more, then you know what, that’s how it goes and you deal with 
it. 

“But I feel good. I feel I can still play. And I feel I can still help a team. In 
the meantime, I’ve always loved being around younger guys and love 
being able to compete in practice and talk with them. And then in games, 
kind of see how they react to things. It’ll be fun to play with these young 
guys here and see how they react and respond to me and the pointers 
maybe I give them. I’m just happy to be competing again, and maybe it 
turns into another gold medal and an NHL job.” 

That would be cool because hockey’s a better place with Eric Staal and 
his almost-two-decade-old equipment in it. 
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The Athletic / Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 28 
Vancouver Canucks 

 

By Scott Wheeler Jan 14, 2022 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 

series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

The Canucks land in a precarious spot in this year’s countdown in that I’d 
sooner rank them lower than the next three teams behind them than I 
would higher than the three teams in front of them. 

And when you’re this low, your NHL club hasn’t seen the success that 
those three teams behind you (the Lightning, Penguins and Islanders) 
have, you only had one pick in the first four rounds of last year’s draft, 
and you’re already without a second-rounder for the upcoming draft, 
that’s a dangerous place to be in. 

The Canucks don’t have a single prospect who’d rank among the 
league’s, say, 32 best. While they have OK depth in the pool on defence, 
and a few decent wing prospects, the cupboards are all but empty down 
the middle. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 18 (change: -10) 

1. Jack Rathbone, LHD, 22 (Vancouver Canucks/Abbotsford Canucks) 

It’s hard to evaluate players in Vancouver or Abbotsford because of the 
struggles both have faced this year as a whole. It’s definitely hard to 
evaluate a player who has bounced between both levels and is doing it in 
the midst of what amounts to his first ‘normal’ season as a professional. 
With that context in mind, I would say that Rathbone has neither 
exceeded nor underperformed expectations. And I wouldn’t read into that 
middling play too much, either, seeing as he’s had some terrible on-ice 
luck (as evidenced by his 5-on-5 shooting percentage and PDO). This is 
still a player who was one of the best defenders in college hockey at 
Harvard and played exceedingly well in his first taste of the AHL last 
season. Despite the 5-foot-10, 177-pound frame, Rathbone is capable of 
holding his own defensively while contributing both in transition and 
inside the offensive zone. And while he tops out as more of a PP2 guy 
than a PP1 guy, which limits his overall upside at his size, he’s a mobile 
four-way skater who is smooth through his pushes, agile through his 
crossovers, and comfortable transporting pucks in control. And while he 
hasn’t proven quite as evasive at the NHL level as I expected and he’s 
not going to break ankles or slice up coverage, he can escape past the 
first layer of pressure with relative ease. He also defends the rush 
reasonably well because of his ability to correct and adjust against 
opposing carriers. I still see the makings of a modern-day No. 4-6 
defenceman who maybe becomes slightly more than that as his career 
progresses. 

2. Danila Klimovich, RW, 18 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

I said when asked (repeatedly) at the beginning of the season that I 
believed Klimovich’s development would have been better served in the 
QMJHL with Rouyn-Noranda than in the AHL. There should have been 
no rush, especially given his unconventional career arc to date. I don’t 
think it could have — or should have — been assumed that he would 
dummy the level. And even if he went to junior and did, what would that 
have looked like? Would it be 80 points or would it be 100? And in either 
case, is that a bad thing? And what if he went back and he was closer to 
a point per game than above it? We just don’t know. But he wasn’t going 
to be the best player in either league or so far ahead of his peers that 
you’re worried about his development there. It was going to be new and 
come with some adjustments regardless. He hasn’t looked out of place in 
the AHL, which is also likely a net-positive for his progression, but I still 
question the choice. 

As for the player? He’s got plenty of projectable tools, led by an explosive 
shot (standing still or moving, and through his release or one-timer), 
quick hands, a pro frame, and a tenacious, “go-get-the-puck.” I do worry 
a little about his feet and his spatial-awareness/problem solving, but I 
think the latter things will come with time and experience. If he can work 
on the former and pick up a step, he’s got a chance to be a middle-six 
winger. 

3. Jett Woo, RHD, 21 (Abbotsford Canucks) 
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The numbers don’t pop but I’ve been quite impressed with Woo 
whenever I’ve watched Abbotsford this year. His defensive game is now 
being felt, he’s driving results on that side of the puck, and he looks like 
himself. Woo’s a player who blends the old with the new to play a 
throwback physical style that has modern puck-moving elements to it. He 
plays a stout defensive game, looks to close on opposing carriers and 
play the body, and leverage his sturdy 205-pound frame to lean on 
opposing players in board battles instead of outsmarting them. With the 
puck, he’s also a standout athlete with a powerful stride who can shed 
opposing players when he has the puck (though he’s more likely to lead 
a rush with a quick pass than his feet). His style, especially when it’s 
matched with his handedness, remains appealing in today’s game 
because it fills a void and he’s actually decently talented, so it’s not as 
though his throwback nature is all that he is. There are times when he 
can force things but he’s an intelligent kid and a sneaky-smart player 
whose efficiency and presence should make him a third-pairing option in 
time. 

Michael DiPietro (Bob Frid / USA TODAY) 

4. Michael DiPietro, G, 22 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

DiPietro has settled into a nice groove as a good (just shy of top) AHL 
goalie who is capable of stealing games when he’s on. He’s got rare 
athleticism that has been talked about for years, with explosiveness to 
his movements that gives him a unique (or close) ability to go post-to-
post or low-to-high to make difficult saves. And while he’s small in stature 
for today’s goalies (6-foot), he has worked hard to add weight and fill out 
his frame to build on that athletic advantage, fill out the frame a little 
more, and develop himself without losing some of the quickness that 
defines his game. He has also always been a beloved teammate for his 
charismatic, high-energy personality. And while there are still times when 
mid-danger shots sneak through his body more than they should, or his 
activeness in the net puts him out of position, he has made enough 
progress on both fronts to continue to warrant belief in his NHL 
aspirations. 

5. Joni Jurmo, LHD, 19 (Jukurit) 

Jurmo has always been a source of fascination for me, even last year 
when he hit a wall with JYP, bounced between levels, and then ultimately 
changed clubs for this season. The raw tools have always been 
appealing. He’s a 6-foot-4, 200-and-something-pound defender whose 
stride is powerful moving north-to-south and has shown, against his 
peers, that he can take over the game at both ends. Now in his second 
season at the pro level, and with a fresh start, he’s beginning to look like 
the player he did growing up again. He’s showing some confidence with 
the puck and some eagerness to join the rush, and he’s using his feet to 
pull away from pressure and remain active in the play, all of which is on 
display in this sequence: 

He’s also starting to put together some of the pieces that have 
sometimes lacked. He’s starting to think the game more consistently, for 
starters. The Jurmo of last year is throwing the puck on goal in this 
sequence. You can see that the Jurmo of this year wants to as well, but 
he forces himself to survey and makes a smarter play as well. 

There’s still work to do on his pivots and his attention to detail but he’s 
only 19, there’s no rush, and he’s making progress. As long as he’s 
taking steps forward instead of back, he’ll remain relevant. 

6. Aidan McDonough, LW, 22 (Northeastern University) 

McDonough’s late arrival at the college level meant that when he joined 
the Huskies as a freshman there couldn’t be the typical trial period. He 
had to showcase himself well immediately if he was going to hold status 
as an NHL prospect. It also meant that he probably couldn’t afford to stay 
for four seasons because the reality is that there aren’t many kids who 
are a few months away from turning 24 coming out of college hockey to 
successful NHL careers. And now he’s a junior and this feels like it. If he 
plays well enough, he earns an NHL deal and turns pro in Abbotsford 
(he’s not the level of kid that goes directly to the NHL). And so far, he 
has, becoming one of college hockey’s leading goal scorers and clearly 

the Huskies’ best forward and third-best player (after goalie Devon Levi 
and defender Jordan Harris). The goal-scoring streak, which saw him 
shoot 25 percent in a 13-goals-in-16-games bender to start the season, 
comes as a bit of a surprise (he’s good around the net and has skill but I 
wouldn’t call him a dynamic finisher). His challenge is that his skating and 
skill level are both good but he doesn’t really have a defining quality that 
will carry him. So he relies on his smarts and his ability to hang onto the 
puck and get into dangerous spots. He’s got a really good understanding 
of spacing (both in making plays into space with it and navigating space 
without it), above-average hands, and a fast feel for the game even if 
he’s not a burner as a skater. He’s going to be a good pro player. 
Whether that progresses beyond tweener to full-time NHLer is the 
question. 

7. Jacob Truscott, LHD, 19 (University of Michigan) 

After holding his own as an 18-year-old freshman on a top team last 
year, Truscott has taken a step forward on a similarly-good team this 
season, playing over multiple seniors mostly on the team’s second 
pairing with star prospect Luke Hughes. His quiet efficiency has always 
supported his partners well and I made the case during his draft year that 
he flew under the radar behind Jake Sanderson, Tyler Kleven, and Brock 
Faber at the program. Truscott plays an effective, well-rounded three-
zone game built upon a solid foundation of B-level tools. While he lacks a 
defining quality, he influences the game in subtle ways. He keeps his 
head up to put shots through traffic, he manages the puck without 
making mistakes, he’s consistent in his approach, he gaps well, and the 
ice normally tilts in his favour when games are done. That may not be 
enough to earn a contract out of college, where the guys who are now 
getting deals tend to almost exclusively be more productive than he has 
been (or likely will be) on a stacked Michigan team, but if he can get a 
little quicker and play with a little more aggression offensively, he 
warrants a deal. 

8. Linus Karlsson, C/RW, 22 (Skelleftea AIK) 

After two excellent seasons in the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan, 
Karlsson has transitioned smoothly into the top-level SHL with Skelleftea, 
becoming an impactful top-six player and one of the league’s best young 
players from the jump (at the time of this writing, he’s second in the 
league in scoring among under-23 players). Karlsson’s a heady player 
who sees the ice well, puts pucks into space through seams and layers, 
makes a ton of small plays all over the sheet, works to keep himself in 
plays, boasts a versatile shot (he’s got a useful one-timer and a 
dangerous wrister), and has slick hands. He doesn’t have star quality to 
his game, I’m not convinced he’ll be more than an AAAA guy, and he still 
needs to get a little quicker from a standstill, but the Canucks should 
work to sign him, bring him into the AHL fold, and see if he establish 
himself enough there (which I’d bet he will) to earn an NHL audition. 

9. Arvid Costmar, C, 20 (Linköping HC) 

Costmar has proven he can dominate against his peers (domestically 
and internationally) but the adjustment to the SHL level remains a work in 
progress. When he’s at his best, he’s playing an engaged, skilled, 
middle-lane drive game that takes possession to the inside and the net. 
He uses and a blend of footwork and good hands in traffic to spin or 
rotate in and out of space or turn back against pressure to create a new 
passing lane. And though he’s not a particularly big player, Costmar 
doesn’t shy away from the physical side of the sport either, playing hard 
and flashing his skill between battles. He has struggled to play that style 
of game against men though, in part because of his ice-time but also 
because of his composition as a medium-sized, mid-pace player. When 
he does play quickly, he brings a lot to the table with and without the 
puck. The Canucks have yet to sign him but I wonder, if his opportunity 
doesn’t come, whether a reset in the AHL may eventually be the play. He 
needs to get a little quicker and get back some of the ambition he 
displayed at lower levels first though. 

10. Connor Lockhart, C/RW, 18 (Erie Otters) 

There was an air of uncertainty that loomed over Lockhart into the draft. 
No matter how much work teams did on guys like him and Ty Voit, the 
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small number of players who would be picked without playing a game, it 
was just impossible to be confident about selecting them given how much 
of a transition year we know the 16-year-old season everyone was using 
to evaluate them is. But now he has played a decent sample size of 
games again and there’s a new baseline. After a productive but not ideal 
year and a half of training and skating in the Ottawa area, Lockhart has 
looked good but not spectacular in his return to Erie. He was a top 
prospect growing up through minor hockey on the back of his 
stickhandling, his playmaking and his energy. And while he’s not the 
biggest, or fastest, or strongest kid in the world, he’s faster and stronger 
than he might look out there and he doesn’t turn 19 until next week. His 
biggest obstacle remains his ability to get to the inside to create high-
danger chances for himself with enough consistency to be more than just 
a hard-working, playmaker type. You can tell he doesn’t want to be stuck 
on the perimeter and there’s enough deception and skill to his game to 
suggest he could attack there with relative ease against his peers, but 
there are some limitations there that still need to be worked out. I do 
wonder if he’ll be moved at some point here, given Erie’s bottom-of-the-
standings positioning. 

11. Jackson Kunz, C/LW, 19 (University of North Dakota) 

When the Canucks drafted Kunz in the fourth round out of Shattuck St. 
Mary’s, they were counting on the rapid development of a big kid who’d 
filled the net in the prep school circuit and had a late birthday (August 
2002 in a draft class of first-year eligibles that ended in September). His 
progression since, though, has been relatively slow all things considered. 
He posted 43 points in 50 games as Green Bay’s fourth-leading scorer 
last year and the transition to college hockey in his backyard at the 
University of North Dakota hasn’t gone smoothly this year either (though 
part of that was due to a November injury). Kunz has quick hands for his 
size and a hard wrist shot that pops off of his blade when he’s left open 
(he’s less effective at creating the same power under pressure). But a 
sluggish stride and mediocre processing skills when he’s asked to 
problem solve could limit his upside. It was always going to be a while 
before we knew what he is, so he’s worth waiting on and continuing to 
track, but he has looked a step behind at college pace and he’s going to 
need to develop a little more tempo if he wants to be more than a cycle 
and net-front presence who can handle and shoot the puck. He too often 
leaves me wanting more. 

12. Artur Silovs, G, 20 (Abbotsford Canucks) 

If I’d put together this list before the season began, Silovs wouldn’t have 
been on it. I’ve often found his game to be sloppy and lacking in control. 
He’s got pro size and athleticism, but he has long been prone to pulling 
himself out of position or letting routine shots sneak through. But he has 
also surprised me with his level in the AHL to date (though it’s a limited 
sample and he has regressed back down to earth a little since his two 
standout starts to begin the season). He fills the net and he can get to a 
lot of pucks when he doesn’t. That makes him worth working with. If he 
can refine some of the rough edges, there may be a good depth option 
there for the Canucks. But I wouldn’t be surprised if his career follows a 
roller-coaster trajectory that doesn’t land him in the NHL either. 

13. Jonathan Myrenberg, RHD, 18 (Linköping HC) 

Myrenberg, like the next player on this list, is a righty with enough 
redeeming qualities to warrant at least your continued attention. He’s got 
pro size, he skates well, he plays an efficient and calculating game, he 
reads and anticipates well defensively, and he’s choosy about when to 
push and when to make the simple play. And while his skill isn’t flashy, 
he can make plays. This sequence speaks to that. There’s the little bit of 
hesitation and deception under pressure in his own zone, the cross-ice 
outlet through neutral ice, and a dash of skill inside the offensive zone. 
He’s not making anyone look silly, or breaking the game open in a 
moment of individual brilliance, but a goal is scored and he has made 
three different plays to create it: 

14. Viktor Persson, RHD, 20 (Kamloops Blazers) 

After making the jump from Sweden to the WHL, Persson has become 
an important piece of a title-contending team in Kamloops. They’ve got 

serious depth on the blue line and his points don’t pop because he’s not 
a staple of the Blazers’ power play, but his steadying three-zone play has 
made a real difference for them. He takes smart routes, rarely makes 
mistakes, hits seams, and activates offensively when the play calls for it 
with average skill and above-average mobility. He probably tops out as a 
mid-rung pro but I opted to include him at the tail end here if nothing else 
than to encourage you to watch him and that Kamloops team. At the end 
of the day, he’s still a 6-foot-2 righty who defends well. That makes him 
peripherally relevant. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Canucks pool breaks down into three tiers, with a quartet of four 
players with real, everyday NHL aspirations, another group of kids who I 
project as tweeners but could be something more with the right 
development, and a final five group of kids who are long shots but offer 
some intrigue. 

RANK   PLAYER   POS.   AGE   TEAM   

1 

Jack Rathbone 

LHD 

22 

Abbotsford/Vancouver 

2 

Danila Klimovich 

RW 

18 

Abbotsford 

3 

Jett Woo 

RHD 

21 

Abbotsford 

4 

Michael DiPietro 

G 

22 

Abbotsford 

5 

Joni Jurmo 

LHD 

19 

Jukurit 

6 

Aidan McDonough 

LW 

22 
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Northeasten U. 

7 

Jacob Truscott 

LHD 

19 

U. of Michigan 

8 

Linus Karlsson 

C/RW 

22 

Skelleftea 

9 

Arvid Costmar 

C 

20 

Linkoping 

10 

Connor Lockhart 

C/RW 

18 

Erie 

11 

Jackson Kunz 

C 

19 

North Dakota 

12 

Arturs Silovs 

G 

20 

Abbotsford 

13 

Jonathan Myrenberg 

RHD 

18 

Linkoping 

14 

Viktor Persson 

RHD 

20 

Kamloops 
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The Athletic / U.S. men’s Olympic team cheat sheet: Everything you 
need to know before the Games 

 

By Sean Gentille and Corey Pronman Jan 13, 2022 

 

The “Miracle On Ice” was 42 years ago, and the Kurt Russell movie is 
nearly old enough to vote. 

If you’re looking for a reason to pay attention to Team USA at the 2022 
Beijing Olympics — if you want an excuse to watch a bunch of largely 
unknown guys, competing at odd hours under bizarre circumstances — 
you’re not going to do any better than that. 

We need something different for American hockey. We need a fresh 
moment. We need a new movie. This tournament — and this team, long 
as its shot may be — is the best shot we’re going to get. So why not be 
there from the start? That’s the best reason to watch, but it’s not the only 
one. This is what you need to know about the U.S. men’s hockey team, 
which released its full roster on Thursday. If most of this is new to you, 
you’re excused. 

The most compelling stories 

1. The older guys. For the last several days — if not since the NHL pulled 
the plug on its own participation in December — the team-building route 
taken by GM John Vanbiesbrouck and Co. has been clear; when in 
doubt, go young. It was borne out in the final roster breakdown, which 
featured 15 current NCAA players in 25 spots. We’ll get to them later. 
They’re important. 

But for human drama, look to guys like Kenny Agostino, Andy Miele, 
David Warsofsky, Brian O’Neill — guys who left North America to keep 
living the dream and are now the primary beneficiaries of a wild, 
unrepeatable, largely negative set of circumstances. 

Agostino, in his first season in the KHL, is the high-scoring American in 
that league. Before that, he’d totaled eight goals and 22 assists in 86 
games spread between six franchises and was best known as one of the 
pieces Pittsburgh sent to Calgary for Jarome Iginla. O’Neill is in his fifth 
KHL season after twice scoring more than 20 goals in the AHL and 
played in the 2018 Games. Miele was productive for Detroit and 
Arizona’s AHL teams but couldn’t stick in the NHL. 

They’re the guys, in other words, who are getting a shot that otherwise 
would’ve long passed them by. Six weeks ago, it seemed impossible. 
The prospects? Their Olympic opportunity came early, but the bulk of 
their careers are still ahead of them. They can have the roster spots, and 
maybe they can drive the bus when the games start — but it’s hard not to 
look at guys with more miles on the odometer and not root a little harder. 

“We’re excited about the mix,” coach David Quinn said on ESPN after the 
roster announcement. “We’ve got a great mix of youth and experience.” 

It’s just a shame Bobby Ryan isn’t there. Other vets who were floated as 
options but ultimately didn’t make the roster: Ryan Lasch and Mark 
Arcobello. 

2. The youths. Now, all that being said, this is a good opportunity to 
familiarize yourself with some of the prospects. Matty Beniers, the No. 2 
pick by Seattle last summer and our No. 27 NHL player under 23, could 
easily be a staple of the Olympic roster for the next three cycles. 
Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson is even higher on the list, at 17. Like Beniers 
and Brock Faber, he was supposed to compete for the U.S. at world 
juniors. COVID-19 nixed that, too, but Vanbiesbrouck told those three in 
short order that they’d get to play in another, larger tournament. 
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“We were pretty speechless when he said that. We were just so excited,” 
Sanderson told The Athletic’s Ian Mendes. “We thought it was a 
possibility, just with no NHL players going. We didn’t want to get our 
hopes up too much, but it was in the back of our minds. And when we 
were asked, we were just so excited. We were freaking out and hugging 
each other.” 

In other words, if you’re still upset over the fate of the WJC, this is a nice 
consolation prize. 

Brendan Brisson, like Beniers and Faber, is a first-round pick who 
should’ve played in that tournament. Boston University goalie Drew 
Commesso, who was on track to start at juniors, is on the roster, as well. 
He seems likely to back up Strauss Mann, who left Michigan ahead of 
this season to play in the Swedish league, where he’s having a great 
season. Mann is one to watch. He was great for the Wolverines, and the 
only thing that seems to have stopped him from signing with an NHL 
team is his height (6-foot). A solid stretch in Beijing is going to secure him 
a job. 

3. The game vs. Germany. The U.S.’s first task is making it out of Group 
A, where it’ll play games, in order, against China, Canada and Germany. 
The top two teams advance, and the possibility is very real that the final 
game will determine the second spot; the U.S. and Germany both 
beating China and both losing to Canada is, on paper, the most likely 
outcome. 

In 2018, a similarly built Team USA couldn’t advance. Germany, 
meanwhile, played for gold. They’ll miss out on NHL players like Leon 
Draisaitl and Moritz Seider, but their roster is still dotted with NHL 
experience, legit international experience and plenty of time spent 
playing together. 

“If you’ve never played over there, you don’t understand how much 
different the hockey is,” former NHL center Jim Slater told The Athletic. 
He played in the 2018 Pyeongchang Olympics after two seasons in 
Switzerland. 

“A lot of these countries, they have national team breaks where they’re 
playing together. They pretty much have their Olympic teams playing, 
three, four, five tournaments before the Olympics start. (With) the U.S., 
you’re just kind of — I don’t want to say thrown together, but you’re put 
together for a tournament, and you’re expected to go out and play and 
know the systems and kind of learn on the fly. But these other countries, 
they’ve been doing it for months and months.” 

Or, in Germany’s case, years and years. 

4. The overall weirdness of the experience. One of the downsides for the 
players is that the Olympic Village experience is going to be … well, 
worse. COVID-19 restrictions are going to take away what Slater called 
the best part of his Pyeongchang experience. 

“The most memorable thing for me was seeing the best athletes in the 
world walk into the cafeteria,” Slater said. “People just kind of roll in. You 
just watched them on TV win a gold medal and they’re rolling in, grabbing 
a pack of peanuts or a fruit roll-up with a gold medal around their neck. 
You’re like, ‘Where am I?'” 

The current roster is going to be asking the same question for different 
reasons. It’s worth seeing how they deal. 

5. It’s the Olympics. What else are you going to do? USA Hockey has 
never been in better shape. The talent pool is deep … and every player 
on the roster is either an active NCAA player or an alum. Get into it. 

U.S. men’s Olympic hockey schedule 

Feb. 9: U.S. vs. China, 8:10 a.m. ET 

Feb. 12: U.S. vs. Canada, 11:10 p.m. ET 

Feb. 13: U.S. vs. Germany, 8:10 a.m. ET 

Feb. 14: Qualification playoff if necessary, time TBD 

Feb. 16: Quarterfinals if necessary, time TBD 

Feb. 18: Semifinals if necessary, 8:10 a.m. ET 

Feb. 19: Bronze-medal game if necessary, 11:10 p.m. ET 

Feb. 20: Gold-medal game if necessary, 11: 10 p.m. ET 

Men’s Olympic hockey groups 

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C 

Canada 

Russian Olympic Committee 

Finland 

United States 

Czech Republic 

Sweden 

Germany 

Switzerland 

Slovakia 

China 

Denmark 

Latvia 

Scouting reports from Corey Pronman 

Here are quick breakdowns on a dozen of the roster’s most relevant NHL 
prospects, listed alphabetically. 

Nick Abruzesse, C, Harvard University/Toronto Maple Leafs 

Abruzesse is a highly intelligent playing forward. He possesses good 
hands but it’s his vision that makes his offense go. He lacks ideal size 
and speed but will be able to make plays for Team USA and help a 
power-play unit. 

Matty Beniers, C, University of Michigan/Seattle Kraken 

Beniers is an excellent two-way center who will provide speed, skill and 
value away from the puck. He represented Team USA at the world 
championships a year ago and projects to be one of the most important 
forwards on the team.  

Brendan Brisson, C, University of Michigan/VGK 

Brisson is a very gifted player with the puck, displaying great hands, 
vision and improvising ability to go with a great shot. He may not be able 
to drive a line due to a lack of speed, but he will be a weapon on the 
power play.  

Noah Cates, C, University of Minnesota-Duluth/Philadelphia Flyers 

Cates is a player scouts praise for his compete and hockey sense even if 
he’s not the most flashy player in terms of speed and skill. He’ll play 
more at the bottom of the lineup and kill penalties.  

Brock Faber, D, University of Minnesota/Los Angeles Kings 

Faber is a very mobile and competitive defenseman who can make a 
strong first pass. His value for Team USA will be on the defensive side, 
making stops and killing penalties. 

Sean Farrell, F, Harvard University/Montreal Canadiens 

Farrell’s strengths are in his hockey sense and compete level. He has 
some speed and skill but for a small guy those elements aren’t 
outstanding. For Team USA he projects to fill the bottom parts of a lineup 
and potentially PK. 
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Drew Helleson, D, Boston College/Colorado 

Helleson has been a top defenseman in college the last few years. He 
provides size, mobility and enough puck game to make the odd tough 
play. He will be able to log a lot of minutes for Team USA. 

Matthew Knies, F, University of Minnesota/Toronto Maple Leafs 

Knies is a big winger with a strong skill level who can make and finish 
plays, but also provides size and compete. He’ll be able to provide a 
physicality element to this lineup while chipping in some offense. 

Strauss Mann, G, Skellefteå AIK/NHL UFA 

Mann was a top collegiate goalie for Michigan and has been quite good 
as a rookie pro in Sweden. Mann’s size led to him not getting an NHL 
deal, but he’s an extremely intelligent goalie with good enough 
quickness. I think he’ll be able to handle himself at this level and help his 
team win games. 

Ben Meyers, C, University of Minnesota/NHL UFA 

Meyers is considered the top college free agent for the NHL this season. 
He has very good puck skills, shooting ability and vision. His value to the 
team is from a skill/offense standpoint because he doesn’t have elite size 
or speed although his work ethic is excellent. 

Jake Sanderson, D, University of North Dakota/Ottawa Senators 

Sanderson has been one of the top overall players in college this season. 
He’s a complete defenseman, with high-end skating, good puck skills and 
offensive IQ, and is incredibly difficult to beat defensively. Even as a 
teenager I expect he will be a crucial part of their team. 

Nathan Smith, C, Minnesota State/Winnipeg Jets 

Smith is a Hobey Baker candidate who has been a big part of a top 
college team the last few years in Mankato. His stick skills and overall 
offensive creativity are excellent. He has average footspeed but 
competes well. His value to Team USA is to provide offense and 
potentially be on a power play. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Romanov provides spark but Canadiens fall in 
controversial  

Philipp Kurashev scored a controversial goal in OT to lift the Chicago 
Blackhawks to a 3-2 win against the Montreal Canadiens. 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsJanuary 14, 2022, 1:17 AM 

 

Leave it to Alexander Romanov to breathe air into a game a ventilator 
wouldn’t have saved. 

The Montreal Canadiens and Chicago Blackhawks put Thursday’s 
contest on life support for 37 minutes before Romanov lined up Sam 
Lafferty, dipped his shoulder down and delivered the type of hit regularly 
glorified in the Rock ‘Em, Sock ‘Em Era of hockey. The Canadiens had 
two shots and zero scoring chances through one period, and the 
Blackhawks slept through most of the second before the young Russian 
woke them up with a bang. 

Romanov’s board-bending check on Lafferty came five minutes after he 
helped the Canadiens tie the game 1-1. 

“That’s what Romy does,” said Jeff Petry, who scored his first goal of the 
season by slamming home the rebound off the boards from Romanov’s 
missed shot. “He catches a guy like that, it seems, like once a game, and 
it does bring energy. At different points of the game, (he’s) getting the 

bench alive again. That’s something that he does pretty much game-in 
and game-out.” 

If Romanov hadn’t done it, this would have been one of the most 
forgettable evenings in Canadiens history. 

Instead, the action picked up right after Romanov crumpled Lafferty -- 
with a fight instigated by Ryan Carpenter. 

“It’s too bad for Romanov,” said Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme. 
“He’s a guy that hits hard and clean, and it’s part of hockey. So, if you 
don’t want to be on the ice and get hit, do something else. It was a clean 
hit. Just a hard hit. That’s part of hockey.” 

What Carpenter did is a part of the NHL game we wish didn't exist. 

But he did it anyway, celebrated thereafter like he won the heavyweight 
championship of the world, and then parked himself in the dressing room 
where he undoubtedly watched the Canadiens score on the ensuing 
power play. 

Carpenter probably wasn’t flexing when Montreal’s Mike Hoffman 
notched a slump-busting first goal in 13 games. 

The Canadiens went to their dressing room up 2-1 with 20 minutes to go. 

Patrick Kane responded with a 13-game drought breaker of his own early 
in a back-and-forth third period, and this game continued to run wild with 
the life Romanov gave it. 

The suspense trickled into overtime and built to a crescendo when a 
great show turned into Theatre of the Absurd. What ended up becoming 
Philipp Kurashev’s winning goal for Chicago started as one of the most 
perplexing review sequences in NHL history. 

Remaining Time -7:42 

Blackhawks win after controversial overtime goal vs. Canadiens 

On the play, Hoffman chased down Kurashev, checked his stick and then 
his body, and both players went careening into Canadiens goaltender 
Samuel Montembeault. The puck went off Kurashev’s leg, Kurashev’s leg 
connected with Montembeault’s as Hoffman knocked the goaltender off-
balance, and the net came off right as the puck began to cross the goal 
line in the space that would normally have been covered by the net. 

Official Dean Morton emerged from the lengthy review to tell fans at 
United Center the puck had officially crossed the goal line for a good 
goal. And then he told them to stop celebrating because they still needed 
to review the goal for offside. 

Replays showed that Kurashev had crossed the blue line before the 
puck, but Morton eventually explained that the NHL’s situation room 
deemed him to be “in control” of the puck while doing so. 

Subjective? If you asked 100 NHL players if Kurashev was actually in 
control of the puck, presumably at least 50 would have said he wasn’t. 

If you asked Ducharme, we know what he would’ve said. 

When the coach was asked whether he was most surprised that the 
officials felt it was Hoffman who knocked Montembeault out of the play, 
or that it was ruled onside, the coach responded, “What surprises me 
most is we were 0-for-2 on the calls.” 

“You know,” Ducharme said, “we’ve got to be 0-for-10 on calls that get 
reviewed (in the last year).” 

Heck, even his post-game interview was a lot more exciting than it 
appeared destined to be through more than half the game. 

The night was shaping up to be a complete dud, too, before Romanov 
did his thing. 

The 22-year-old, who came into the game behind just Florida’s Radko 
Gudas for hits among defencemen this season, wasn’t even supposed to 
be playing. Had Chris Wideman not been suspended earlier in the day 
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for head-butting Erik Haula in Montreal’s 5-1 loss to Boston Wednesday, 
Romanov would have been hitting the snack bar in the press box instead 
of Lafferty. 

Though definitely not by choice. 

“I told coach that I could do this anytime,” Romanov said. “Anytime, I’m 
ready to go.” 

Never mind that he had just gotten over COVID-19 and had participated 
in just one morning skate in two weeks before suiting up to play the 
Blackhawks. 

But Romanov, who always has boundless energy, played 19:22, had one 
assist, one fight, two shots on net and finished plus-one. He had six hits 
in the game. 

Without the one he threw on Lafferty, this column appeared destined to 
be about one of the worst hockey games ever witnessed at this level. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks let down by ineffective power play, top six in loss 
to Lightning 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetJanuary 14, 2022, 12:45 AM 

 

Turns out Alligator Alley is as pleasant as it sounds – especially when 
you’re making the trip on foot, through the swamp in flip flops, dangling 
pork hocks from your pockets. 

In crossing the grating state of Florida for road games against the NHL's 
best two teams, the Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers, the 
Vancouver Canucks played as well as anyone could reasonably expect 
given the unideal preparation of a nine-day layoff. 

The Canucks scored twice in each game and outshot the Stanley Cup 
contenders, limiting the two-time champion Lightning to just 21 shots on 
Thursday. Tampa had 11 even-strength shots through two periods. 

But the Lightning still beat the Canucks 4-2, two nights after the Panthers 
dumped them 5-2. 

In Sunrise, Fla., it was a pair of Vancouver lulls that allowed quick-strike, 
two-goal outbursts by Florida to sink the Canucks. And on Thursday, 
across Alligator Alley and up the Gulf Coast, it was a futile power play 
that hurt them as much as Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

At even strength, the Canucks slightly outplayed the Lightning. But the 
Tampa power play generated an early goal for Steve Stamkos, and the 
Vancouver power play was 0-for-4 and forced only one actual save from 
Vasilevskiy. 

Let’s accept that the Canucks, who started the season 6-14-2 but hadn’t 
lost in regulation under new coach Bruce Boudreau until the team 
ventured to Florida, simply aren’t as good as the Panthers and Lightning. 
But the Canucks can compete – as they showed this week. 

But to actually win these games, Vancouver needs to be closer to 
perfect. There is little or no margin for error for the Canucks if they hope 
to win any games on this five-game exam that continues Saturday 
afternoon in Carolina against the NHL’s No. 3 team, the Hurricanes, who 
will be all fired up after getting embarrassed 6-0 Thursday by the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. 

“Definitely the margin of error is really little,” fourth-line winger Matthew 
Highmore, whose first-period goal briefly lifted the Canucks into a 1-1 tie, 
told reporters on Zoom. “They're tight-checking games, they're not wide 
open. You have to take your chances when you get them. We're 

knocking on the door. We didn't get the win last night or tonight, but we 
have to continue to do the right things. 

“Honestly, I think urgency from a month ago and to the end of the year is 
going to be the same. We need to win, and we've got to find a way on 
this road trip to get some wins.” 

It would help if the Canucks’ best line on Saturday is not Highmore, Juho 
Lammikko and Tyler Motte – the energy trio who have generated three of 
four Vancouver goals on this trip. 

The Canucks’ best forwards – J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat, Brock Boeser 
and Elias Pettersson and Conor Garland – need to contribute something. 

“I thought they played great,” Boudreau said of his fourth line. “But they 
can't be our best offensive line out there. We've got to get more 
production and, at the same time, play the same way. I thought we were 
really good tonight. It's not a victory, and I'm not happy about not winning 
the game. But if you look at the points of us playing well, I thought there 
was a lot of good things.” 

The power play was not one of them. Reborn after the Canucks coaching 
change five weeks ago, the power play felt like November on Thursday. It 
was dismal at critical moments – like at the start of both the second and 
third periods when there was clean ice and rested players, and late in the 
final frame when a Lightning penalty for too many players gave 
Vancouver a chance. 

Motte scored brilliantly at 15:46, reversing his stick between his legs to 
bring the Canucks within 3-2, but Brayden Point scored past Quinn 
Hughes and into an empty net with 1:16 remaining. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Boudreau was displeased by the power play, which finished 0-for-7 in 
Florida. 

“I thought we were much better than the other night for sure,” Boudreau 
said, now trying to work out of his first losing streak with the Canucks. 
“Anytime you can limit that team to 21 shots. . . I think you've done a 
good job. But at the same time, we have opportunities and we have four 
power plays and we don't get anything. That's my fault for putting the 
same guys back out there all the time. But I mean, I think that's got to get 
better. We're a team that needs to have some success on the powerplay 
and we didn't get it.” 

Asked about the lack of shots, which evoked uncomfortable memories of 
the Canucks’ awful start, Boudreau said: “I've always been in favour of a 
shooting power play. We don't have the guy with the bomb from the point 
but, at the same time, if you shoot and you get inside on the power play, 
you're going to score goals. You've just got to get pucks through, and I 
think sometimes we're trying to be too cute. And that's got to change.” 

They actually have a guy with a bomb in Pettersson, but the Swede’s 
ferocious one-timer is just a rumour to Boudreau, who deployed the 
struggling star in front of the net on the power play and on Horvat’s left 
wing at even strength. 

Pettersson, who was in COVID quarantine last week, has a single assist 
over his last five games, and just six shots on target in the last four. 

“I thought he did a good job at left wing,” Boudreau said. “He had two 
partial breakaways and he set up a couple of really good plays. I would 
have bet money after about a period and a half that that he was going to 
break through, and he didn't. But sometimes you don't break through on 
your first chance when you play a good game; it's your second or third 
game.” 

On this trip, against these opponents, the Canucks don’t have the luxury 
of waiting on their best players. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames lack emotion amid other issues in lacklustre effort 
against Senators 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisJanuary 14, 2022, 1:04 AM 

 

CALGARY - No food, no drink, no emotion, no execution, no chance. 

Playing their first game at home in over a month, the Calgary Flames put 
on a display eerily similar to the lacklustre efforts they repeatedly pieced 
together in last year’s bubble against the Ottawa Senators. 

The only difference was that this time they didn’t embarrass themselves 
in an empty arena. 

Limited to 50 per cent capacity by provincial health regulations, the 
Saddledome hosted 9,639 masked diehards who were prohibited from 
buying or consuming any food or beverage. 

In the middle of a barren, boarded up concourse were two large 
Gatorade coolers of water with tiny paper cups provided for fans to help 
wash down what may have been the team’s worst outing of the season. 

The only two things interesting about the game included a Milan Lucic 
fight with Scott Sabourin that attempted to get the crowd and his team 
back into it, and a feisty exchange between Matthew Tkachuk and 
brother Brady. 

The latter came with five minutes left, when the bigger-but-younger 
brother shoved Matthew down after a whistle in front of Ottawa’s net, 
prompting Tkachuk to reach up from the ice to forcefully slash Brady in 
the thigh. 

No words were exchanged. 

Those will come from their mother later. 

You can bet the Flames will get quite the tongue-lashing from Darryl 
Sutter, whose club did little to start proving it will be capable of turning its 
fortunes around in a rink in which the team is now 4-4-4. 

“Just disappointing, the energy and the emotion was lacking in our 
game,” said Sutter after a 4-1 loss to an Ottawa team that has played just 
one game since Christmas. 

“I just think the emotional level of our group has been lacking for a period 
of time now. 

I think Looch recognized that and tried to grab onto it tonight.” 

Remaining Time -2:24 

Flames lacked emotion in a flat-effort loss to the Senators 

He was one of the only Flames doing their part to coax the sparsely 
populated crowd into the proceedings after the team gave up the opening 
goal 1:43 into the evening. 

Hardly the bounce back the team vowed through the five days it had to 
rest and prepare for one of the league’s bottom-feeders. 

“This is not a knock on goaltending or anyone, but when the other team 
scores a goal on the first shot it’s never the way you want to start a 
game,” said Lucic, who dominated Sabourin in the bout which came with 
the Flames down 2-0. 

“This giving up four goals a game doesn’t work for us, or anyone. When 
you’re losing battles and little things like that, that’s when frustration kicks 
in and the game gets away from you. 

“We didn’t have that in the first 28 games before we got hit by Covid so 
we’re going to have to get back to doing the little things again.” 

Things like turning the puck over at their own blue line as the Flames did 
on both of Nick Paul’s goals in the first period. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

The crowd and the team seemed out of it at that point, as a poor first 
period was followed by an even worse effort in the second when the 
Flames were outshot 13-6 and went down 3-0 when Drake Batherson 
roofed one short side on Jacob Markstrom who hugged all but a portion 
of the post. 

Matthew Tkachuk offered a flicker of hope 47 seconds into the third when 
he redirected a Chris Tanev point shot past Matt Murray. 

However, a Connor Brown breakaway conversion minutes later put an 
exclamation mark on the team’s fourth-straight loss and eighth in their 
last ten. 

“It’s definitely not the way we want it to be right now,” said Tkachuk, 
whose club now sits one point out of a wild card spot. 

“Thank god we had the start we did to keep us kind of in it still. There’s 
no panic by any stretch, but we want to fix this, and we only have eight 
left before the all-star game, so we’d love to get this figured out soon so 
we can go on a little bit of a roll before that all-star break.” 

Things won’t get much easier for the bunch as their next game comes 
Tuesday against the first-place Florida Panthers, who just recently 
schooled the Flames in Sunrise. 

“The big thing is I’d like for our team to get into some sort of rhythm,” said 
Sutter, whose club has another four days off before they’ll play again. 

“I don’t think there’s enough disappointment when they lose. Just not 
enough emotion in our game right now.” 

Monitoring COVID-19 in the NHL 

The coronavirus has run rampant through the league, forcing teams to 
deal with the threat of outbreaks and games being postponed. Here's the 
latest. 

| Sportsnet's tracker for COVID-19 in the NHL 

The fact that Sam Bennett will be returning to the Dome to face his old 
club for the first time since being traded by the Flames should add some 
juice. 

“It seems like ever since we’ve come back in these six games (since the 
Christmas/Covid break) it hasn’t been there consistently enough,” said 
Lucic of the team’s emotional engagement. 

“That’s something we’re going to have to find again. It’s up to us as a 
group to find that together.” 

Promised Tkachuk, “We’ll come out with emotion the next game. I don’t 
doubt that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Blackhawks beat Canadiens after two video reviews 
in overtime 

Philipp Kurashev was awarded a controversial overtime winner after 
officials reviewed the play twice for the puck crossing the goal line before 
the net was knocked off its moorings and then for offsides. 

 

Josh Beneteau@jbenny15January 14, 2022, 12:26 AM 

 

Thursday was the 570th regular-season matchup between the Montreal 
Canadiens and Chicago Blackhawks, and of all of those games, it's safe 
to say none have ended like this one. 

The two Original Six rivals played a tight back-and-forth game through 60 
minutes and headed to overtime with the score tied 2-2. Mid-way through 
the extra frame, Blackhawks forward Philipp Kurashev got past 
Canadiens defenceman Jeff Petry at the blue line and skated in on a 
breakaway. Before Kurashev could get a shot off Canadiens forward 
Mike Hoffman hit him, sending both forwards flying into Canadiens goalie 
Samuel Montembeault and knocking the net off its pegs. 

After two long video reviews, officials determined that Kurashev had 
scored the game-winning goal on the play and the Blackhawks 
celebrated their third-straight victory. The Canadiens, who have now lost 
five straight, were naturally disappointed, with head coach Dominique 
Ducharme calling the whole situation "tough to swallow." 

But why was this goal allowed to count? Let's look closer at both reviews 
to figure that out: 

Review 1: Did the puck go in the net? 

The first thing the officials looked at was whether the puck actually 
crossed the goal line. In this case, the video clearly showed the puck 
continued to slide across the line between the goalposts -- or at least, 
where the posts should be. While the net was off the pegs at the time the 
puck slid across the line, the goal was allowed to count thanks to Rule 
63.7, which states: 

"In the event that the goal post is displaced, either deliberately or 
accidentally, by a defending player, prior to the puck crossing the goal 
line between the normal position of the goalposts, the Referee may 
award a goal. In order to award a goal in this situation, the goal post must 
have been displaced by the actions of a defending player, the attacking 
player must have an imminent scoring opportunity prior to the goal post 
being displaced, and it must be determined that the puck would have 
entered the net between the normal position of the goalposts." 

In a statement released after the game, the NHL said that the video 
review determined that Hoffman (the defending player) "caused the net to 
be displaced from its moorings prior to the puck crossing the goal line." 
As a result, the goal was awarded to Kurashev because he was not at 
fault for the situation that caused the net to be knocked off as the puck 
slid into it. 

Review 2: Was Kurashev off-side? 

The second review was to determine whether Kurashev was off-side 
when he entered the offensive zone. This review was initiated by the 
situation room and was not a coach's challenge due to Rule 38.3, which 
states that the situation room assumes responsibility to check any 
scenario that normally falls under a coach's challenge in the final minute 
of the third period and overtime. 

On this play, Kurashev received a cross-ice pass from Brandon Hagel 
near the Canadiens blue line. Kurashev reached behind himself to collect 
the pass and slid the puck forward before skating into the zone for his 
scoring chance. 

According to Rule 83.1, the position of a players' skates will determine 
whether he entered the zone before the puck and was therefore off-side: 

"A player is off-side when both skates are completely over the leading 
edge of the blue line involved in the play." 

The second component of this review involves control of the puck. To 
keep the flow of the game going, the NHL has a rule to help prevent 
players from accidentally putting themselves off-sides while carrying the 
puck. That rule, also under 83.1, states "A player actually controlling the 
puck who shall cross the line ahead of the puck shall not be considered 
'off-side,' provided he had possession and control of the puck prior to his 
skates crossing the leading edge of the blue line." 

On this review, officials determined that Kurashev's skates were still in 
contact with the blue line when he received the pass from Hagel, and that 
he had control of the puck before both of his skates completely crossed 
the line. For those reasons, he was on-sides and allowed to proceed into 
the zone and eventually score the game-winning goal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: MVP race check-in edition 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadlerJanuary 13, 2022, 2:16 PM 

 

We’re nearing the halfway point of the 2021-22 NHL season, which 
means awards chatter will soon start to heat up. 

This year, much like parts of last season, it’s difficult to compare teams 
for the purpose of a power rankings – while the standings tell us a lot, 
they don’t share the full story. A series of COVID-19 outbreaks means 
there are major discrepancies between clubs’ games played. The team to 
have played the fewest matchups so far, the New York Islanders, have 
suited up 28 times while the busiest teams (Vegas and Anaheim) have 
played 39. 

This also makes the MVP race difficult to assess, though we’ve certainly 
got some interesting cases to be made. 

This week’s NHL Power Rankings focus on each team’s most valuable 
player as we check in on the race nearing the halfway point of the 
season. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (24-7-2) 

Frederik Andersen’s dominant run knows no end. Individually, he’s gone 
more than a month without losing a game while his season totals – 1.97 
goals-against average, .929 save percentage – are career highs by a 
long shot. 

2. Florida Panthers (24-7-5) 

Florida is firing on all cylinders this season, and the same can be said 
about the team’s top scorer. Jonathan Huberdeau’s 47 points through 36 
games are fifth league-wide and, with a six-game point streak that’s 
brought a whopping 14 points, the MVP chatter won’t be slowing down 
any time soon. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning (24-9-5) 

Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy backstopped the Lighting to back-to-back 
Stanley Cups, and is playing like he’s poised for a third. Scary good stuff. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (22-8-3) 

Honestly? Bring out the Oprah meme because we’re handing out the 
MVP trophies all over this roster. Take your pick – this team’s full of top-
tier candidates. You want points leader Nazem Kadri? Great. How about 
the always-dazzling Cale Makar? Sure. Nathan MacKinnon is a few 
games behind but is back and racking up the points at an ever-elite level. 
There’s a reason Colorado is averaging 4.30 goals a game. 
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5. Toronto Maple Leafs (23-9-3) 

Auston Matthews is back to his usual otherworldly ways. With 24 goals 
through 32 games – second-most in the league, alongside Alex Ovechkin 
– the centreman is on pace for his most productive season yet. 

Remaining Time -0:54 

Matthews drags and snipes top-shelf against the Coyotes 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (21-9-5) 

Crosby and Malkin? Nope, it’s Jake Guentzel and Evan Rodrigues you’ll 
find atop the Penguins’ stat sheet this season. The two forwards have 
filled the scoring void admirably as Crosby and Malkin missed time. Still, 
it’s Tristan Jarry, he of an incredible 1.91 goals-against average and .932 
save percentage, who gets the MVP nod here. 

7. New York Rangers (23-10-4) 

This one’s tough. You can’t ignore the blazing speed with which Chris 
Kreider (?!?) continues to rack up goals – 21 and counting – and maybe 
we’re just spoiled at this point when it comes to watching Artemi Panarin 
work his magic night in and night out. Adam Fox continues to play like 
the Norris winner he is ... but it’s the man in the blue paint who should be 
getting MVP love. In his second full-time NHL season, Igor Shesterkin 
has reached another level. In just 21 appearances, he’s got 15 wins – 
one shy of his rookie total in 35 games – and is the backbone of this 
talented team. 

8. Washington Capitals (20-8-9) 

Today’s game features so many young playmakers and up-and-coming 
goal-scorers, and yet here’s 36-year-old Alex Ovechkin still putting on a 
goal-scoring clinic on a near-nightly basis and earning every bit of his 
MVP attention. His 24 goals and 52 points through 37 games places him 
second and third league-wide, respectively. Honestly, just create a whole 
new award in his honour. 

9. Nashville Predators (24-11-2) 

The league’s busiest goalie is also its best. With a 20-9-1 record, a sharp 
2.27 goals-against average and .928 save percentage, there’s really no 
question that Juuse Saros deserves Smashville’s MVP crown. 

10. Minnesota Wild (21-10-2) 

“You thought last year was fun? Watch this.” - Kirill Kaprizov, probably. 

11. St. Louis Blues (21-10-5) 

Eight points in his first four games this season had us thinking breakout 
for Jordan Kyrou, who posted 14 goals and 35 points in 55 games as a 
rookie last year. Now, with 14 goals and 36 points through 32 games – 
including five goals and 11 points in a five-game streak since returning 
from an extended holiday break – we’re looking at the second-year 
NHLer as our St. Louis MVP. 

12. Vegas Golden Knights (23-14-2) 

Jonathan Marchessault is leading the Golden Knights’ goal-scoring 
charge with 18 – good for 10th in the NHL – and is on pace for his best 
statistical season yet. 

13. Boston Bruins (20-11-2) 

If you weren’t quite sure whether Bruins scoring leader Brad Marchand 
was, in fact, worthy of Boston’s MVP honours, Wednesday night’s three 
goals – his third straight multi-goal game! – should do the trick. 

Remaining Time -0:59 

Marchand records fifth career hat trick against Canadiens 

14. Anaheim Ducks (19-13-7) 

Breakout star? Nah, Troy Terry is going straight for the MVP. His team-
leading 22 goals on the season – 13 more than second-ranked Trevor 
Zegras – has him sitting fifth league-wide. 

15. Dallas Stars (18-13-2) 

Last year’s runner-up for rookie of the year, Jason Robertson, is once 
again – or rather, still – lighting the lamp a lot in the Lone Star State. 

16. Winnipeg Jets (16-12-5) 

With a team-leading 19 goals and 35 assists, Kyle Connor is on pace to 
surpass his wonder numbers of 2019-20. 

17. Edmonton Oilers (18-14-2) 

Ah, yes. This again. There continues to be no wrong answer in 
Edmonton’s MVP conversation between Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. The two share the league lead in total points (53) but we’ll give 
the edge to Draisaitl considering he also holds the NHL lead in goals 
(26). 

18. Calgary Flames (17-10-6) 

Though the Flames’ momentum has cooled a bit, the team’s leading 
scorer has not. Johnny Gaudreau has scored in four of five games since 
Calgary’s return from an extended holiday break due to COVID-19, 
registering eight points during that time. That kind of scoring rate is 
nothing new for Johnny Hockey this season – he’s piling up points at a 
pace that nearly matches that of his incredible 99-point campaign in 
2018-19. 

19. Vancouver Canucks (16-16-3) 

Let’s be real: The true MVP here is Bruce Boudreau ... but the play of 
Thatcher Demko? Yeah, that’s been pretty great too. While his season 
totals don’t quite jump off the page considering the Canucks’ woes in the 
fall are still dragging down some numbers, Demko has backstopped 
these surging Canucks to an impressive turnaround and has climbed to 
ninth league-wide – and rising. 

20. San Jose Sharks (20-16-1) 

Timo Meier opened the new calendar year with a five-game, eight-point 
streak, continuing what is looking like a career year for the forward. His 
production – plus the well-timed rebound year for Tomas Hertl – is a 
major driving force in the Sharks’ resurgence in the Pacific this season. 

21. Los Angeles Kings (18-13-5) 

Right on schedule – aka Olympic year! – Drew Doughty is playing some 
of his best hockey. And while we won’t get to see him on the big ice this 
February, we can enjoy the fact that the veteran d-man is looking like his 
old self in L.A. In fact, his current points per game pace (1.06) is his best 
yet. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets (16-17-1) 

Zach Werenski consistently logs the biggest minutes in Columbus and is 
undoubtedly the heart and soul of this no-quit club’s blue line. Plus, he 
does stuff like this: 

23. Detroit Red Wings (16-16-5) 

Rookies are the top story in Detroit, but Dylan Larkin’s point-per-game 
campaign through 32 games gives the captain our MVP nod. 

24. New Jersey Devils (14-17-5) 

He’s appeared in just over half of the Devils’ games this season after an 
early injury sidelined him, but Jack Hughes is still right in the mix for the 
Devils’ goal-scoring lead. With 20 points in 19 games, we can safely call 
this his breakout year. Hughes has arrived. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks (13-18-5) 

One look at the Blackhawks’ goal-scoring leaders, and there’s no 
question Alex DeBrincat is it: His 23 goals gives him 15 more than the 
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next Blackhawk (Brandon Hagel, with eight). DeBrincat has six goals in 
2022 alone, and his season total – just three shy of Leon Draisaitl’s 
league-leading mark – has him sitting fourth in the NHL in the category. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers (13-15-7) 

Things you love to see: Flyers captain Claude Giroux back in 2018 form. 

27. Buffalo Sabres (10-19-6) 

Rasmus Dahlin’s offensive game may not measure up to projections just 
yet, but his style of play – “fearless,” as head coach Don Granato put it 
last week – is what makes this young talent one of the most valued 
pieces of Buffalo’s future. 

28. Ottawa Senators (9-18-2) 

Amid the stoppages and struggles of this 2021-22 Senators season, 
Drake Batherson is quietly putting up a career-high in assists (19 through 
24 games) while registering more than a point per game. 

29. New York Islanders (10-12-6) 

Mathew Barzal scoring at nearly a point-per-game pace is the only thing 
resembling normalcy in this lost Islanders season. 

30. Seattle Kraken (10-21-4) 

Seattle’s first NHL season hasn’t brought a lot of success in the 
standings, but success is measured differently when you’re just starting 
out (and you’re not named the Golden Knights). Mark Giordano has been 
the locker-room leader the Kraken need, and while he won’t be winning 
any MVP awards, he likely will be the club’s Most Valuable Player – as 
in, trade value. He's likely the Kraken's best shot at landing the most 
value on the trade market that will help the building team move forward. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (8-23-3) 

Another difficult season in Arizona brings a bright spot in the form of 
Clayton Keller’s game. The Coyotes’ leader in goals (12) and points (26) 
is becoming a more complete, well-rounded player right before our eyes. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (7-24-4) 

Bright spots are few and far between in Montreal right now, but seeing 
Nick Suzuki continue to progress into a lead centreman for the club is 
one of them. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Faceoffs, strength, ageing and an area of improvement for 
the Leafs 

 

Justin Bourne January 13, 2022, 2:17 PM 

 

When the Boston Bruins took on the Montreal Canadiens Wednesday 
night, they did so with one of the best two-way players in the history of 
hockey lining up at centre for them for the 1,175th time, Mr. Patrice 
Bergeron. He’s been a Selke Trophy finalist for 10 straight seasons, as 
he’s the pinnacle of players who excel at what hockey analysts vaguely 
refer to as “details.” 

One thing I’m not sure people understand though, is just how utterly 
dominant he’s been at one of those specific details over the duration of 
his career, winning faceoffs. He’s among the handful of players who are 
the best to ever do it. 

Wednesday night he won 63 per cent of his draws, and he leads the NHL 
this season by winning over 64 per cent of them. That adds up to a 
seriously positive team benefit when you’ve taken the third-most draws in 

the NHL in a season, as Bergeron has, or when you’ve taken over 
20,000 of them in your career, which is an insane stat in itself. 

What I found interesting in looking at his ranking in faceoff percentage by 
year over his career though, was how he struggled a bit out of the gate 
before finishing inside the league’s 10-best faceoff men in 11 of the 12 
seasons -- having finished a pitiful 11th the other time. But those first few 
seasons were just “good” -- 73rd, 18th, and 48th. Here's Bergeron's 
faceoff winning percentage and league rank since 2009-10: 

YEAR  FACEOFF WIN %  LEAGUE RANK 

2021-22  63.8  1 

2020-21  62.3  1 

2019-20  57.9  6 

2018-19  56.6  9 

2017-18  57.3  7 

2016-17  60.1  3 

2015-16  57.1  8 

2014-15  60.2  1 

2013-14  58.6  6 

2012-13  62.1  1 

2011-12  59.3  2 

2010-11  56.6  11 

2009-10  58  6 

So it took him a few years to find the strength and experience to excel at 
the dot. I love using him as an example, because faceoffs are one of the 
few clear and true examples of where physical strength and experience 
matter. Those attributes occasionally get lumped in as “intangibles” and 
“unquantifiables,” but with faceoffs, they tend to be more tangibly 
revealed. 

I had our stats department take a look to see if there’s a general 
correlation between age and faceoff winning percentage, and here’s what 
they found by putting ages into some larger buckets: 

That’s going back to 2010, but you can go back further on this, and in a 
more granular fashion. The even strength chart below, which was put 
together on the “Copper and Blue” Oilers blog in this article here, goes up 
to 2010. You can see the same thing -- it takes a while for that old man 
strength and experience to kick in for true centres. 

(I know Tyler Dellow looked into this for The Athletic more recently, 
though the article seems to have been removed. His data came to similar 
conclusions about faceoffs and age, though.) 

There’s some survivor bias in this -- as in, if a player took draws for the 
first few years of their career and were terrible at them, it’s possible they 
were just punted over to the wing and not allowed to take draws 
anymore. That would strengthen the numbers of older players, too. 

All of that bring us around to the team who’s been the best in the NHL 
this season at winning faceoffs, the Toronto Maple Leafs. It seems 
they’ve found the experience/size sweet spot down the middle. 

They’re currently winning 55.4 per cent of their faceoffs, including 62.6 
per cent on the power play (which likely contributes to them having the 
NHL’s best power play). Most teams around the league have some soft 
spot down the middle, a guy or two who can’t hold up their end of the 
bargain, just by the sheer math of it. If some centres are going to win 
over 50 per cent of their draws, some have to be below that number. You 
can still play centre if you win below the magical 50 per cent line, you’d 
just prefer to not be the team carrying those guys. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 14, 2022 

 

Take a look at the Leafs centres who’ve taken the most draws this 
season, and check out their dominance. 

I see size and experience. 

John Tavares is a full-on man with Dad strength at this point, and in his 
13th season. He’s a top faceoff guy in the NHL this year, but like many 
centres, Tavares was under 50 per cent in three of his first five seasons. 
His last five seasons by winning percentage: 52.9, 54.5, 55.3, 55.3, 61.2. 

Auston Matthews is the youngest at 24, but he’s also 6-foot-3 and in his 
sixth season. Matthews' first year was an 82-game season where he was 
46.8 per cent on the draw; this year he’s 56.8. 

After that you’ve got David Kampf who’s 6-foot-1 and 27 years old, and 
averaged 49 per cent over his first two NHL seasons. His last two: 52.8 
and 55.2, with this season being even better. 

Jason Spezza came out of the gate in the NHL with seasons of 45.8 per 
cent and 47.7 per cent, and he’s been a breath below 55 per cent over 
three seasons as a Maple Leaf. 

You get the picture. 

Anecdotally, I see a trend in how great faceoff men commit to draws as 
their careers progress, which is typical of the way players mature and 
commit to small detail in general. And I italicize commit there, because 
for many young, talented centres, faceoffs seem secondary, like an 
inconvenience between the moments where they get to play (in the child-
at-recess sense) and try to create offence. 

To loop it back to Patrice Bergeron and “committing” to draws, just check 
out how he holds his stick in a way that almost limits him from doing 
anything with the puck in the seconds after the draw. He holds it like an 
oar, with which he’s about to dig deep and paddle his team onward. The 
more telling part, though, is how he doesn’t go anywhere after the puck 
has been dropped. His job is to win the puck in a certain direction, or tie 
up his guy, and after he’s done his best at the drop, he simply holds his 
ice. To use a Bill Belichick mantra, Bergeron simply “does his job.” He 
trusts his wingers to come in and help clean up anything around that 
area, and playing with Brad Marchand -- who does that well -- has 
undeniably helped Bergeron's stats over the years. 

There’s a cool video on The Coach’s Site that shows the things I 
mentioned here: the width he gets with his legs (that’s a real theme 
among great faceoff men), the grip on his stick, and how stationary he 
remains after the puck has been dropped. 

I see that with Tavares and Spezza too, where it’s simply about winning 
that moment, with less concern for what comes next. Matthews will take 
draws with skating after it in mind, but the other two -- actually three, as 
I’ll include Kampf here -- remain mostly stationary after, ensuring their 
guy is tied up, letting the other players on their team worry about the 
steps of advancing the puck that come with winning faceoffs. 

The Leafs do a lot of things well this season, and faceoffs are one of 
them. As you can see, it’s unlikely they’re having that success by trickery 
or some system or anything fancy. Winning draws is straight-up strength 
and commitment and the experience to pick up little tricks where you can. 
It just so happens this year’s group of Leafs centres have those attributes 
in abundance. 
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Sources: Manica Architecture to design proposed Coyotes arena 

 

Posted by Don Muret | Jan 13, 2022 | Arenas & Stadiums, General, 
Pulse 

 

The Arizona Coyotes don’t officially have a place to play next season and 
reportedly don’t have enough political support to build a new arena in 
Greater Phoenix, but they have selected an architect to design an NHL 
facility. 

Manica Architecture, a relatively small Kansas City practice, was recently 
chosen by the team to help develop an 18,000-seat arena proposed as 
part of a $1.7 billion mixed-use project in Tempe, according to industry 
sources. 

No contract has been signed between the Coyotes and Manica 
Architecture, sources said. 

The Coyotes had no comment, said Rich Nairn, the team’s executive vice 
president of communications and broadcasting. 

In an email, David Manica said he could not comment after signing a 
nondisclosure agreement. 

Gensler and Populous were the other two finalists for the Coyotes’ 
project. In September, renderings were released publicly for what the 
arena could look like, produced by Gensler, sources said. 

David Manica has been on his own for 14 years after spending 13 years 
at Populous. He’s built a reputation as a bold designer creating flashy 
arena and stadium exteriors, but he also plans the nuts and bolts of a 
building. 

Manica Architecture has 13 employees as listed on the company 
website. Manica often teams with a larger sports firm to complete 
construction documents midway through a project. 

 

At Chase Center in San Francisco, Manica Architecture served as lead 
architect with Gensler doing interior finishes. Kendall Heaton was the 
architect of record. 

In Las Vegas, HNTB collaborated with Manica to design Allegiant 
Stadium for the NFL’s Las Vegas Raiders. 

At this point, it’s unknown which architect Manica may pair up with in 
Tempe.  

Most important, it remains unclear whether the project will move forward 
under the team’s current plan.  

The Tempe City Council is scheduled to meet tonight (Jan. 13) but it’s 
unclear whether the group will take action on the arena project. There are 
three yes votes, two no votes and two votes that are undecided, local 
media outlet gophnx.com reported. 

The Coyotes were the only group to submit a proposal per the city of 
Tempe’s plan to redevelop 46 acres spanning two parcels of city-owned 
property.  

If the Tempe proposal falls through, the Coyotes could potentially turn to 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa County Indian Community to build a new 
arena on tribal land, gophnx.com reported. 

The Indian Community has experience with sports venues. Salt River 
Fields at Talking Stick, a spring training facility for Major League 
Baseball’s Arizona Diamondbacks and Colorado Rockies, opened in 
2011 on tribal property near Scottsdale. 

Meanwhile, the Coyotes must find a new venue to play for at least the 
next few years after officials with the city of Glendale, Arizona, owner of 
Gila River Arena, said they would not extend a lease agreement with the 
team after the current season. The arena has been the Coyotes’ home 
since December 2003. 

 

“The Coyotes are going down their own path now and making other 
arrangements,” Dale Adams, general manager of Gila River Arena, told 
VenuesNow. 
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Their options include Chase Field, home of the Diamondbacks; Arizona 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum, built in 1965 and which can hold about 
14,000 for hockey; and a new 5,000-capacity arena in Tempe, future 
home of Arizona State University hockey, set to open late this year. 

It’s the newest chapter in the Coyotes’  saga. In December, they were 
threatened with eviction by Glendale officials for $1.3 million in unpaid 
rent and taxes. The team later paid those bills, local media reported. 

The Coyotes are owned by entrepreneur Alex Meruelo and investment 
banker Andrew Barroway.  

Barroway served as majority owner since 2014, and became sole owner 
in 2017 before Meruelo came on board as majority owner two years later. 

Under former owner Jerry Moyes, the Coyotes filed for bankruptcy in 
2009. The NHL ran the team for four years before a group of Canadian 
businessmen acquired the Coyotes in 2013. Four years later, they sold to 
Barroway. 

 

Editor’s Note: This story has been revised since it was first posted. 

venuesnow.com LOADED: 01.14.2022 

 

 


