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Sin City Bound: Canes React To All-Star Selections 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Moments before Thursday's puck drop 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets the NHL announced its 
All-Star rosters, naming Sebastian Aho and Frederik 
Andersen as the Carolina Hurricanes' player representatives. 

The two will join Rod Brind'Amour in just a few weeks at the 
event, this year hosted by the Vegas Golden Knights and T-
Mobile Arena. 

For Aho, it will be his second appearance at the event, also 
skating for the Metropolitan Division in 2019. Currently 
leading the team in points, the selection wasn't surprising to 
anyone who has watched the Canes this season. The driving 
force to the team's offense, the 24-year-old has 37 points in 
the team's 31 games. 

"Very deserving. He's a very special player," his All-Star 
counterpart, Andersen, said of the news. "He sees the game 
really well. That's the one thing that I've always been 
impressed with by him, even before I got to play with him. 
Just getting to see how smart of a player he is and he's 
extremely skilled as well. Every fundamental, he has. He's 
an extremely good player and I'm so happy to see him going 
as well." 

As for the netminder, it's also his second trip to the All-Star 
Game, previously representing the Toronto Maple Leafs for 
the Atlantic Division in 2019. Entering Saturday's meeting 
with Vancouver, Andersen currently ranks tied for third in 
wins (18), sixth in save percentage (.926%). "He's been 
really good, every start," Brind'Amour began when speaking 
about his netminder getting the nod. 

"He's kept us in games to get us going. There've been times 
where we haven't been sharp and he's held us in there and 

we were able to get to our games. There's a lot of victories 
that you could accredit him for his play. If we have a win, you 
can say 'our goalie was good'. That's how good he has been. 
He's been super, super, solid for us." 

Despite how strong he's been for his club this year, 
Andersen's nomination was arguably more difficult to 
achieve, given the strength of Metropolitan Division 
goaltending and the league's desire to have every team 
represented. Notable omissions from "The Metro" 
goaltenders were New York Rangers goaltender Igor 
Shesterkin, who leads the league with a .939 save 
percentage and Ilya Sorokin of the New York Islanders, 
whose .925 ranks seventh. 

Andersen becomes the third goalie in organization history to 
make the event, etching his name alongside Arturs Irbe 
(1999) and Cam Ward (2011). (Info courtesy 
Twitter/@CanesStats) 

Looking at the bigger picture, the Canes are just one of two 
Metropolitan Division teams to have two players, joining the 
Rangers, who will be represented by Chris Kreider and 
Adam Fox. It's the first time since 2011 that Carolina has had 
more than one player at the All-Star Game. League-wide, 
Carolina is one of just eight teams with multiple players going 
to the event and sit with the Colorado Avalanche and Vegas 
Golden Knights as the only clubs to have two players and a 
coach at the event. 

There's a chance that the team can join an even more 
exclusive club, should they be able to send a third member 
of the team to Sin City. Andrei Svechnikov was named as 
Carolina's representative for the "Last Men In" contest, which 
runs until January 17. Fans can vote up to ten times per day 
here. 
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Unmasked: Goalies being used in record numbers this season 

By Kevin Woodley 

There have been a record 100 goalies to play in the NHL this 
season. 

The latest two were added to the list Thursday. 

Veteran Tuukka Rask, who signed a one-year contract 
Tuesday after returning from offseason hip surgery, made 25 
saves in a 3-2 victory for the Boston Bruins against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

Rookie Jack Lafontaine made his NHL debut in relief for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-0 loss to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. Lafontaine, who signed Sunday after he left the 
University of Minnesota, stopped one of the three shots. 

Ninety-eight goalies played in at least one game during the 
2020-21 NHL season. That number was eclipsed before the 
2021-22 season reached its halfway point. 

Michael Houser, who signed with the Buffalo Sabres on 
Wednesday, also could play soon. 

This increase in opportunities is something Curtis 
McElhinney craved, especially at the start of his NHL career, 
which began with the Calgary Flames in 2007-08. 
McElhinney retired after winning the Stanley Cup with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning for a second time last season. 

"Those old-school goalies never came out of the net," 
McElhinney said. "My favorite was when I was playing for the 
Calgary Flames, and (coach) Mike Keenan gave Mikka 
Kiprusoff a speech when we landed in Colorado at three in 
the morning about Glenn Hall playing 502 straight games. It 
was supposed to be my game in Colorado but, needless to 
say, 'Kipper' went back in and played lights out. That was 
always the mentality: You never came out of the net." 

Kiprusoff played 76 games in 2007-08 and again the next 
season. In each of those seasons, 89 goalies played at least 
one NHL game, mirroring the average (88.9) for the seasons 
between 2000-01 and 2009-10. 

From the 1990-91 season to the 1999-2000 season, an 
average of 76.6 goalies played at least one game per 
season; it was 67.1 for the span between the 1980-81 and 
1989-90 seasons, when there were fewer teams in the NHL. 
For the span from the 2009-10 season to the 2019-20 
season, an average of 90.9 goalies played at least one 
game. 

In each of the past two seasons, the number of goalies 
playing in the NHL has increased substantially, mainly due to 
circumstances surround COVID-19 protocols. 

Goalie depth charts are being severely tested. 

"It's felt like you're seeing a new goalie get an opportunity it 
seemed like every week," said Charlie Lindgren, a minor 
league goalie in the St. Louis Blues organization. 

Lindgren, who started the season fourth on the Blues depth 
chart, got his NHL chance when Jordan Binnington was in 
COVID-19 protocol in December. 

Lindgren, now in the American Hockey League with 
Springfield, went 5-0-0 with an NHL-best .958 save 
percentage in five games with the Blues. 

"Every time I step on that ice, I feel like it's a tryout for me," 
Lindgren said. "I want to earn the trust of the St. Louis staff 
and management and for people around the League to say, 
'Hey, this guy can play at this level and play at a high level.' 
That's for sure part of the mindset." 

The 28-year-old played 24 NHL games in six seasons with 
the Montreal Canadiens before signing a one-year, two-way 
contract with the Blues as a free agent July 29, so it's 
tempting to make comparisons to Binnington as a late 
bloomer. 

Binnington was 25 and had waited eight years after being 
drafted by the Blues in 2011 to get his first extended NHL 
chance in 2019, when he helped St. Louis win the Stanley 
Cup. 

For a lot of different reasons, including opportunity, some 
goalies take longer to arrive. 

Lindgren stressed opportunity as the biggest factor, but also 
admitted to having a chip on his shoulder after not getting 
into any NHL games with the Canadiens last season. 

Tactical adjustments have also helped. Lindgren is playing 
with less backward flow on rush chances, which has 
improved his positional play and led to less reaching. He's 
also changed how he manages sightlines in traffic and is 
shifting into shots rather than sliding. 

"It's truly been a difference-maker for me. I felt like I didn't 
really have that foundation before and now I do," Lindgren 
said. "It's led to a lot more control in my game." 

Lindgren also said he needed a change of scenery, which 
seems to be the case for Washington Capitals goalie Zach 
Fucale. 

Fucale made his NHL debut with the Capitals on Nov. 11, 
making 21 saves in a shutout win against the Detroit Red 
Wings. It came more than eight years after the Canadiens 
made him the first goalie selected in the 2013 NHL Draft 
when they picked him in the second round (No. 36). 
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Fucale, who played more games in the ECHL (116) than the 
AHL (80) before this season, has steadily moved up the 
Capitals depth chart since signing as a free agent two 
seasons ago. The 26-year-old is 1-1-1 with a 1.75 goals-
against average and .924 save percentage in four NHL 
games this season. 

These opportunities are coming to younger goalies as well, 
providing a chance to boost their stock internally that wasn't 
as prevalent a few seasons earlier. 

Jeremy Swayman, 23, showed he could play for the Bruins 
when he joined them last season from the University of 
Maine at the end of the NCAA season. He played 16 games 
(8-6-2, 2.26 GAA, .918 save percentage) with Boston this 
season before being sent to the AHL when Rask signed. 

Spencer Knight, 20, went straight from Boston College to the 
Florida Panthers last season, playing in four regular-season 
games and two Stanley Cup Playoff games. He is backing up 
Sergei Bobrovsky with Florida this season. 

Buffalo Sabres rookie Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen, 22, was 
scheduled to spend this season in the AHL but has made the 
most of an unexpected NHL opportunity, posting a .917 save 
percentage in nine games before sustaining an upper-body 
injury in a 6-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday. 
He is week to week. 

Rookie Daniil Tarasov, 22, has a .937 save percentage in 
four games with the Blue Jackets this season, which might 
make it easier for Columbus to part with Joonas Korpisalo, 
who will be an unrestricted free agent after this season. 

The same could be said for Stuart Skinner, who was 
assigned to the Edmonton Oilers taxi squad Thursday. The 
23-year-old is 4-5-0 with a .916 save percentage in 10 NHL 
games this season. 

For each of these goalies, the increased opportunities have 
led to increased exposure, which is what goalies have 
always wanted.
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Hurricanes hope to 'redeem ourselves' after blowout, face Canucks 

By FLM  

The worst performance of the season for the Carolina 
Hurricanes means they'll be looking for something much 
better Saturday afternoon when they host the Vancouver 
Canucks in Raleigh, N.C. 

"The good news is we get to come back and get better," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said, calling the outing 
Saturday a chance "to kind of redeem ourselves." 

The Hurricanes were shutout victims for the first time this 
season with Thursday night's 6-0 home loss to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets. That was the first game this season for 
Carolina without defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who was placed 
on the COVID protocol list earlier in the week. 

The Hurricanes will be in just their sixth game in a four-week 
stretch when the Canucks arrive. 

"We do have to get into a groove and start playing games," 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. "It has been a 
frustrating last month, I think. Our group will get into it and 
get some games under our belt and start playing Carolina 
Hurricane hockey." 

The Hurricanes haven't been in a groove for a couple of 
weeks, regardless of the reason. Sometimes, they've won 
anyway, defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. 

"We know what kind of team we are, and we have to start 
showing it," he said. 

Because of the latest outcome, Brind'Amour said the 
Hurricanes should be locked in leading up to the Vancouver 
game. They have lost consecutive games for the first time 
since a three-game skid Nov. 28-Dec. 2. 

"I'll have everybody's attention," Brind'Amour said. "Trust me, 
I don't have to say too much." 

The Canucks have endured an even spottier schedule. After 
nine days off, they returned Tuesday to a 5-2 loss at Florida 
and to a 4-2 loss at Tampa Bay two nights later. 

"I thought we were really good for most of the game," 
Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau said of Thursday night's 
outing. 

Vancouver is looking for a breakthrough. There wasn't much 
good fortune in the Tampa Bay game. 

"We have four power plays and we don't get anything," 
Boudreau said. "That's my fault for putting the same guys out 
there all the time. That needs to get better." 

There was one total shot on goal during those power plays 
for the Canucks. Carolina, meantime, has killed off 30 
consecutive opposing team's power plays, dating to Dec. 7. 

Carolina will go back to goalie Frederik Andersen, who was 
selected for the NHL All-Star Weekend. He was pulled after 
allowing four goals on 32 shots in the Columbus game. 

Brind'Amour said he figured it was good to get him off the ice 
because of the number of scoring chances that were 
developing in front of him. Plus, with the afternoon faceoff 
Saturday, there's a shortened turnaround time. 

The change led to a rough NHL debut for Jack LaFontaine, 
who allowed two goals on three shots while playing the last 
14:57. 

Staal said he felt bad for the goalies because of the 
breakaway chances allowed. 

"It's not our style. It's not our game," he said. "We're going to 
play better in front of them." 

This matchup holds certain significance in Raleigh because 
Vancouver's new president of hockey operations and interim 
general manager is Jim Rutherford, the longtime president 
and GM of the Hurricanes. 

He was on board when the franchise moved from Hartford to 
North Carolina in 1997 and put together the team that won 
the 2006 Stanley Cup. 
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About Last Night: Yikes 

By Ryan Henkel  

There isn’t really much to talk about after the Carolina 
Hurricanes were handed a 6-0 loss at home to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets Thursday night. 

Because I mean, the Jackets had lost their last five in a row, 
were missing one of their leading scorers due to COVID 
protocol and hadn’t beaten the Canes in their last five 
matches. 

But we should have all seen this coming right? 

Even with the Canes missing their top defenseman and 
having been off for so many days, there was a force on 
Columbus’ side much more powerful than any of those: A 
nationally televised game. 

While the perception that the Canes are atrocious in 
nationally televised games isn’t necessarily a given, being 
that they’re 5-5-2 in the last decade on national broadcasts, 
maybe the reason it feels so bad is because they haven’t 
won one since 2017.  

So the national broadcast curse can still be a thing, but we’ll 
check back in again on March 12. 

Anyway, Elvis Merzlikins turned aside 31 shots and saved 
2.993 goals above expected in the first shutout the 
Hurricanes have allowed this season.  

The Canes had chances to take the lead multiple times, but 
a combination of blown chances — 17 missed shots in last 
nights game including multiple from clear looks in the slot — 
and Merzlikins making superstar saves halted any progress 
on that front. 

Merzlikins played extremely well, but to be honest, the 
Canes’ uninspired defense meant that he barely needed to 
be that sharp. 

The Canes lost multiple net front battles before the Jackets 
scored their first goal, a breakaway led to the second, a 

turnover to cross-ice one-timer for the third, turnover to in 
alone for the fourth, breakaway for the fifth and breakaway 
for the sixth.  

An abysmal defensive performance at home. One that just 
cannot happen.  

“I don’t think we played well at all,” said Tony DeAngelo. “We 
just didn’t have much the whole game. Even when we had a 
good shift, it was one followed up by one for Columbus, two 
for Columbus, three Columbus. It was sloppy.” 

Is Jaccob Slavin that important to the team’s overall success 
that they just implode without him? I’d hope not, but the 
sample doesn’t look too promising.  

Jack LaFontaine didn’t have to wait long to see NHL action 
after Frederik Andersen was pulled after the fourth goal, and 
well… maybe he would have wanted to wait just a little bit 
longer. 

Two goals against — each off of breakaways — on three 
shots probably wasn’t how LaFontaine imagined his first NHL 
experience, but the Hurricanes made sure to spoil any hope 
he had with their poor play. 

“We came out flat and stayed flat and continued to be flat,” 
said captain Jordan Staal after the loss. “It was 
embarrassing. I feel bad for our goalies. I really feel bad for 
Jack, that’s my bad there. We’re going to play better in front 
of them next game.” 

Luckily for the Canes, they had points in 10 of their last 11 
games before this meeting and are a team perfectly capable 
of turning it around. They have practice on Friday before an 
afternoon matinee against the Vancouver Canucks on 
Saturday. 

“This will be easy tomorrow because I’ll have everybody’s 
attention,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “Trust me. I 
don’t need to say too much.” 
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By Matthew Somma  

The Hurricanes’ goaltending situation at the present feels like 
an episode of The Simpsons. You know, the one where 
Homer’s company softball team brings in nine MLB players 
in order to win a bet? I’d imagine this is how it played out. 

It may not be nine separate misfortunes, but the Hurricanes 
currently have three goalies out with an injury, a goalie in 
Norfolk in COVID protocol and the Wolves brought in five 
goalies on PTOs this weekend. On top of that, one of the 
guys brought in on a PTO got hurt on Saturday because of 
course he did. Jack LaFontaine is coming to the rescue and 
we should all hope and pray that he doesn’t go to Chicago 
since that franchise apparently has a curse on it right now.  

Last week, I mentioned that signing LaFontaine would be 
difficult given the Hurricanes’ depth in goal, but I couldn’t 
have predicted this sort of thing happening to the goalies. I’m 
sure there was plenty of interest around the league and I’m 
sure there would have been a handful of teams that 
envisioned him as one of their NHL goalies next season. 
Nevertheless, LaFontaine is a Hurricane for the remainder of 
this season and an RFA once his contract expires. 

It’s rare to see a player leave his college team in the middle 
of their season, but these are strange times. Carolina can’t 
call upon Pyotr Kochetkov due to there not being a transfer 
agreement between the KHL and the NHL, and without any 
healthy options in the AHL, LaFontaine was the only option. 
Patrik Hamrla has had his moments in the QMJHL this 
season but isn’t ready for the pros just yet. Jake Kucharski 
has been fine for AIC but Atlantic Hockey isn’t the strongest 
competition and I’m not sold on his upside. That leaves 
Nikita Quapp, who has only appeared in eight games this 
season, and Yegor Naumov, who has yet to prove that he is, 
in fact, a real person. 

This paved a path for LaFontaine to reach the NHL this 
week, as he appeared in relief in Thursday’s loss to the Blue 
Jackets. It’s a strange situation that you don’t see happening, 
but it is what it is. Besides, LaFontaine has his degree, a 
Mike Richter Award and a fast track to the pros. Gophers 
fans are understandably upset, and I’d imagine that I would 
be too. After all, Minnesota loses its best goaltender in the 
midst of a playoff push. But the fact of the matter is that 
Minnesota is going to have a tough time against the top 
teams in its conference and it’s difficult to see them making a 
deeper run in the NCAA Tournament.  

Minnesota fans are calling LaFontaine a traitor as if he owed 
it to his program to finish out the year after he earned his 
degree and was offered an NHL deal. Saying he let his 
teammates down is insinuating that these players are all 
selfish. They all play for the same goal, and that goal is to 
get to the NHL. Every teammate of LaFontaine’s that I’ve 
seen has been thrilled for him, including his roommate. 

But of course, “selfish” Jack LaFontaine hates his teammates 
and now his teammates will hate him as well. Or something 
like that, anyway. 

Hockey fans will complain about nobody liking their sport 
while also gatekeeping people in smaller markets, saying 
that they’re not real fans and that they don’t deserve a team. 
Ask any Canes fan and they’ll tell you that this market 

deserves hockey. Hell, this is the only thing in the state that 
can unite Duke, Carolina and NC State fans. We can’t even 
agree on barbecue and yet we all get together and cheer on 
the Hurricanes. Those hockey “fans” that claim southern 
teams don’t deserve hockey are ignorant and mad that 
hockey is able to succeed outside of a “traditional” space.  

The last thing I’ll say about LaFontaine is how happy I am for 
him. He was picked 75th overall in 2016 after playing in the 
NAHL, a tier-two junior league in the US that doesn’t produce 
a lot of NHL prospects. After two years as the third string 
goalie for the University of Michigan, LaFontaine decommits. 
He plays for Penticton in the BCHL, another tier-two junior 
league, before transferring to Minnesota. LaFontaine takes 
over as Minnesota’s starter, and in his second year with the 
team, earns the Mike Richter Award as the NCAA’s top 
goaltender. Now, he’s under contract with an NHL team and 
made his NHL debut Thursday night. NHL development is 
never linear and LaFontaine’s story should be an inspiration 
to many. 

Jackson Blake 

Blake has 10 points in his last four games, including a hat 
trick in his most recent game. Blake is tied for first in scoring 
in the entire USHL with 49 points in 31 games. His 31 assists 
are also tied for first in the league, and he has been held 
scoreless in just one of his last 10 games. Over that span, 
Blake has 21 points. I don’t want to hype up Blake too much 
because when I’ve watched him, it’s clear that he’s a long 
way out. He can dazzle you with his hockey sense and puck 
skills, but he’s still very raw without the puck and in the 
defensive zone. Give him time and he could turn into a really 
nice value pick for the Hurricanes, though. 

Morrow Needs Another Year 

Scott Morrow is one of the Hurricanes’ best prospects. That’s 
a fact. He’s the best offensive defenseman in the system and 
can change the game on a whim. I’ve been impressed with 
his offensive game this season and feel more confident in his 
odds of making it to the NHL, but this past weekend’s series 
at Michigan showed me that Morrow isn’t ready. While 
watching tape on those games, I noticed that Morrow still 
panics and turns the puck over in the defensive zone. His 
positioning is off and he struggles to get the puck out of his 
own end. There are moments where he can be a liability in 
the defensive zone, and although he has gotten better, 
there’s still a lot of work that needs to be done. I saw it during 
the USA’s preliminary game at the World Juniors as well. He 
was responsible for the turnover that led to a goal against, so 
he was scratched during the USA’s only game of the World 
Juniors.  

It’s never a bad idea to get an extra year of development 
under your belt. Morrow is ready for the pros on the offensive 
side of the puck, but his defensive game could stand to 
benefit from another year in the NCAA. It wouldn’t surprise 
me at all if Morrow is in the Hobey Baker conversation next 
season, either. After his sophomore season, we should be 
seeing noticeable improvements in his defensive game. 
Don’t worry too much if the Hurricanes don’t sign Morrow this 
offseason. It’s not an Adam Fox situation. The Hurricanes 
will likely want Morrow to improve his all-around game before 
sending him to the pros. 
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Pyotr Kochetkov 

Kochetkov is playing better than I’ve ever seen him play and 
his team should be reaping the rewards. The problem is that 
his team has scored a total of four goals in Kochetkov’s last 
four starts, resulting in a 1-3 record for Kochetkov. In those 
four games, Kochetkov has posted save percentages of 
.929, .947, .957 and .927. All fantastic starts ruined by a 
complete lack of scoring. Kochetkov has the eighth-highest 
save percentage in the KHL (.926) and the sixth-highest 
save percentage among goalies with 20 or more starts.  

Other News 

 Nikita Guslistov (7th/2021) has four points in his last 
two games 

 Ville Koivunen has three points in two games 

 Massimo Rizzo missed Denver’s exhibition games 
versus Alaska Fairbanks earlier this month. 
Hopefully it’s not too serious. He has had some 
awful luck with injuries since his draft year and was 
playing well for the Pioneers. 

 Still no word on Ryan Suzuki, who has been out 
since October with an injury. All that we know is that 
it’s a lower-body injury and that it’s “longer term” 

 

 

Wolves rally, but Iowa answers 

Captain Andrew Poturalski produced one goal and one assist 
on his 28th birthday, but the Iowa Wild broke a tie with 5:49 
left to pick up a 4-3 victory over the Chicago Wolves Friday 
night at Wells Fargo Arena. 

Des Moines native C.J. Smith and defenseman Max Lajoie 
also scored goals for the Wolves (23-6-1-1), who lost for just 
the second time since Nov. 20. 

Chicago drew first blood with 8.4 seconds left in the first 
period. After an extended possession on the power play, 
Smith and Lajoie exchanged perimeter passes to set up 
Lajoie’s snapper from the left point that whizzed through 
traffic and past goaltender Zane McIntyre. 

Iowa (13-13-2-2) responded with two goals in the opening 47 
seconds of the second period. Mitchell Chaffee scored at 
0:34, then longtime NHL standout Eric Staal scored 13 
seconds later to celebrate his first AHL game since May 14, 
2005. Staal, who scored 441 goals during his 17-year NHL 
career, joined the Wild Friday to prepare for a spot on Team 
Canada for the Olympics. 

The Wild boosted their lead to 3-1 at 4:50 when Dominic 
Turgeon’s innocuous wrister from the left half-wall hit net-
front traffic and flew over everyone’s head across the goal 
line. 

The Wolves started their rally with a perfect tic-tac-toe 
connection from Poturalski in the left circle to Stefan Noesen 
on the goal line to Smith in the right circle for a top-shelf blast 
on the power play to cut the deficit to 3-2 at 5:43. 

Chicago pulled even on Poturalski’s short-handed goal 4:48 
into the third. Noesen collected a loose puck in the defensive 
zone and flipped a backhand pass across two lines to set up 
Poturalski for a breakaway that ended with him jamming a 
forehand through McIntyre to make it 3-3. 

Iowa replied with a short-handed goal of its own as Nick 
Swaney zoomed in for a backhand to give the Wild a 4-3 
lead with 5:49 left in regulation. 

The Wolves pulled goaltender Alex Lyon for most of the final 
two minutes, but couldn’t convert a few solid chances. Lyon 
(9-2-1) finished with 25 saves while McIntyre (3-3-0) stopped 
29 shots. 

The Wolves stay in Des Moines to face Iowa again at 6 p.m. 
Saturday. After this five-game road trip ends, Chicago 
returns to Allstate Arena on Jan. 26, 28 and 29 for three big 
home games. To find the best deals on tickets, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or email 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/sin-city-bound-canes-react-to-all-star-selections/c-329791908 

https://www.nhl.com/news/unmasked-goalies-being-used-in-record-numbers-this-season/c-329783532 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-hope-to-redeem-ourselves-after-blowout-face-canucks/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/14/22883101/about-last-night-yikes-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/14/22876715/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-lafontaine-prospects-update 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/14/wolves-rally-but-iowa-answers/ 
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Canucks by the numbers: Taking fewer penalties less of a killer 

 

Patrick Johnston 
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Want a better penalty kill? Start by taking fewer penalties. 

That’s an adage that both men who have served as Vancouver Canucks 
head coach this season have uttered. 

Travis Green couldn’t get his team to take fewer penalties. Bruce 
Boudreau, it seems, has. 

Before Green was dismissed as head coach on Dec. 5, the Canucks 
were averaging 9:48 in penalty minutes per game. And they had the 
league’s worst penalty kill to boot. 

Since Boudreau was hired, the Canucks have taken just 6:38 in penalty 
minutes per game. And they’ve massively improved their penalty kill. 

This reduction in time playing down a man has had positive knock-on 
effects as well. The Canucks are playing at a faster “pace” in terms of 
shot attempts at 5 on 5, and those shots are proving to be of a higher 
quality overall than they were under Green. 

Based on the data tracked by Natural Stat Trick, Canucks games are 
featuring 10 more shots for and against combined at 5 on 5 in the 
Boudreau era than they did under Green. 

And that matches what Boudreau has said he wants to see: More shots, 
which he has accepted will come with trade offs in the defensive end. 

Asked about how his team has adjusted its efforts under his watch, 
Boudreau said he was happy so far. 

“I like the chances we’re getting. We’d like to have more,”  he said Friday 
after practice at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. “We’d like to funnel more 
pucks to the net. We’d like to have more traffic in front of the net. And 

we’d like to have more of a grind game when it does come to the front of 
the net so we can get those greasy goals, but we’re doing an OK job as it 
is right now. We’re just not getting any goals from it.” 

Under Green, the Canucks and their opponents were combining for 87 
shot attempts per game at 5 on 5. Under Boudreau, that’s swelled to 97 
shot attempts at 5 on 5 per game. That’s very much a result of the 
Canucks playing less down a man. 

Playing “faster” — i.e. generating more shots — can carry risk with it, as 
pushing for more on offence leaves you vulnerable to turnovers and rush 
attempts at the other end. 

But so far, the trade off is working in the Canucks’ favour. 

According to Natural Stat Trick’s expected goals model, the Canucks are 
now creating slightly more scoring chances than they are giving up, worth 
about 2.15 goals per game for and about two goals per game against. 
Under Green, their expected goals, based on the shots they were taking, 
were worth about 1.73 goals per game, versus giving up shots that 
created an expected goals against of 1.88. 

NEXT GAME 

Saturday 

Vancouver Canucks at Carolina Hurricanes 

10 a.m. PT, PNC Arena. TV: Sportsnet Pacific. Radio:  Sportsnet 650. 

Long-time analysts who work for teams will caution against using public 
expected-goals models as a dangerous game, as they don’t include 
things like passing or player location data, they just work with shot 
probabilities off shot locations over the past decade or so. 

But in general, consensus from a handful of scouts around the league is 
that the Canucks are indeed playing marginally better. The eye test 
suggests this, the numbers back it up. 

That said, the new numbers tell us they’re a middle of the pack team and 
if they’re going to join the league’s elite, they need to start outshooting 
and out-chancing their opponents much more often than they have been. 

ICE CHIPS : Boudreau said it was likely seventh defenceman Kyle 
Burroughs would slot in for one of the two matinee games the Canucks 
are playing this weekend, Saturday against Carolina and Sunday in 
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Washington, D.C. against the Capitals … Boudreau said it was less likely 
he’d get wingers Alex Chiasson or Sheldon Rempal (who is on the taxi 
squad) into the lineup, given how hard his third and fourth lines were 
working. … The Canucks announced Friday that next Friday’s scheduled 
home game vs. the Florida Panthers will be the 10th anniversary edition 
of their mental-health-focused Hockey Talks night. As it stands, the 50 
per cent capacity limit imposed by the province to limit transmission of 
the Omicron variant expires Tuesday, but Provincial Health Officer Dr. 
Bonnie Henry said the possibility of extending that restriction was under 
review and would have more details on Tuesday. 
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Kevin Hayes opens up about late brother Jimmy’s legacy: ‘He honestly 
was my biggest supporter’ 

 

By Trevor Hass Boston.com Staff,Updated January 14, 2022, 5:53 p.m. 

 

After nearly every game for the past few years, Kevin Hayes would 
FaceTime his brother Jimmy to discuss how the night unfolded. 

Now, after Jimmy’s death in August, Kevin said it still feels strange 
playing for the Flyers and knowing that Jimmy isn’t watching or there to 
chat afterward. 

Kevin, a Dorchester native and Boston College product like his brother, 
played in front of a hometown crowd Thursday night. Beforehand, he 
spoke with Kaplan and discussed his brother’s legacy. 

Jimmy played for the Bruins from 2015-17. He died with fentanyl and 
cocaine in his system at age 31 in August — a revelation his family 
shared in hopes that “getting Jimmy’s story out there can save 
someone’s life,” his father said. 

Kevin, 29, is forever grateful for the unwavering support his brother 
showed over the years. 

“He still was in the NHL while he was telling everyone how good I am and 
how much better I am than him,” Kevin told Kaplan. “It’s just a 
relationship that not a lot of people have.” 

When Kevin scored his first goal of the season against the Calgary 
Flames, he pointed to the sky and made sure to retrieve the puck for 
Jimmy’s 2-year-old son, Beau. He said “a lot of emotions” came through 
as he thought of his brother. 

He said he’s incredibly thankful to everyone in the NHL — including 
Jimmy’s close friend Brad Marchand and the rest of the Bruins — for 
continuing to support the family months later. 

Kevin said that everyone had their back in Dorchester during their 
childhood, and they both appreciated how the community stuck with them 
as their careers evolved and they switched teams. 

“It was crazy going to get coffee and seeing these little kids wearing 
Hayes jerseys and Hayes T-shirts,” Kevin said. “As you get older, you 
kind of realize the impact you’ve had on people’s lives. People would 
come up to you and say, ‘My kid wants to be the next Kevin and Jimmy 
Hayes.’ That’s cool.” 
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Brad Marchand offers praise for Patrice Bergeron’s All-Star selection 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff,Updated January 14, 2022, 5:23 p.m. 

 

Brad Marchand brushed off his All-Star snub. He was left off the list when 
teams were announced Thursday night despite being the NHL’s ninth-
leading scorer and arguably the Bruins best player this season. 

But he was unfazed — save for missing out on a trip to Las Vegas in 
February. 

“I’m not bothered at all,” Marchand said. “It’s a nice event to go to, you 
know — I mean, some years. Depends, I guess, on where it is, but 
Vegas is obviously a good spot.” 

Instead of dwelling on the missed opportunity to go to his third All-Star 
Game, Marchand focused on the accomplishment of his linemate and 
captain Patrice Bergeron, who was chosen to represent the Bruins. 
Bergeron will make his third All-Star appearance and his first since 2016. 

With 11 goals and 17 assists through 33 games plus his persistently 
stellar defense, Bergeron’s credentials are solidified. 

“He’s been our best player for, whatever it’s been, 18 years now,” 
Marchand said. “He’s the best two-way player in the league and he’s the 
backbone to our team. So I’m not surprised at all that he’s there. He 
deserves to be and he’s earned that right and I’m very happy for him.” 

For his part, Marchand has been on a tear, scoring eight goals to go with 
three assists over his past five games. In 29 games season, Marchand 
has a 19-22―41 line. 

Marchand chose not to use his three-game suspension in November as a 
reason for being overlooked by the NHL’s hockey operations department 
in its selection process. Instead, he chalked up the decision to a process 
that must have a player from each team.. 

“That’s how it goes when the league format is the way it is,” Marchand 
said. “There’s guys that probably deserve or could be there. You look at 
[Nazem] Kadri, I don’t think he’s on the list and he’s, what, third or fourth 
in league scoring. 

“So that’s how it goes when they have the system the way it is when they 
need to incorporate every team.” 

Competition in net 

Tuukka Rask’s presence was more than welcome in the locker room as 
he made his return Thursday night, giving the Bruins a stabilizing 
presence in net in a 3-2 win over the Flyers. 

As Rask gets reacclimated and with Jeremy Swayman sent to AHL 
Providence, coach Bruce Cassidy will split goaltending duties between 
Rask and Linus Ullmark. While Rask has respect and seniority, Cassidy 
said healthy competition is a good thing. 

“Wanting-to-push-your-teammate competition, not wishing him bad 
fortune or poor play,” Cassidy said. “I think in this situation, we’ve got two 
goalies that have typically been No. 1′s. Swayman was in that mix vying 
to be a No. 1. 

“But now it’s those two that have been around. So we will probably give 
them each the net a fair amount going forward and then over time it’ll sort 
itself out.” 

Looking ahead to how it might play out in the postseason, Cassidy said 
results will matter. 

“Right now, they’re both, we feel, very good goaltenders,” Cassisdy said. 
“Obviously Tuukka’s [played] one game, but we know his previous history 
and [Ullmark’s] really gained some traction here in the last little while, as 
his résumé said it would.” 

Forbort ready to return 

Derek Forbort skated with the team Friday and is out of the league’s 
COVID-19 protocol. Cassidy expects him to be able to play Saturday 
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against the Predators. Forbort and Connor Clifton have missed the past 
three games after testing positive. Clifton could come out of protocol 
tomorrow, but with a 1 p.m. start, it wouldn’t be feasible for him to suit up 
… Trent Frederic, who suffered an upper-body injury Monday after a hit 
by Capitals star Alex Ovechkin, was at Warrior Ice Arena for the optional 
practice but will not be available for Saturday’s game … Nick Foligno, 
who suffered a left leg injury last week against Tampa Bay, skated on his 
own during practice. 
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Bruins notebook: Brad Marchand unbothered by All-Star snub 

 

By STEVE CONROY | PUBLISHED: January 14, 2022 at 1:52 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 14, 2022 at 4:42 p.m. 

 

Plenty of people were miffed that Brad Marchand was left off the NHL All-
Star roster, given his Bruins-leading point production and his general 
straw-that-stirs-the-drink presence in the lineup. 

Brad Marchand just isn’t one of them. 

Part of his attitude was in acknowledgment of the league’s system of 
finding a representative from every team. Maybe another part is, at this 
point in his career, a selection to the All-Star game is just not something 
that really stokes his competitive fire. 

But mostly, it was about who is going from the Bruins — his long-time 
centerman, mentor and professional big brother Patrice Bergeron. 

“I’m not bothered at all,” said Marchand on Friday. “It’s a nice event to go 
to – some years, I guess it depends where it is. But Vegas is obviously a 
good spot. But Bergy’s been our best player for, I don’t know what it’s 
been, 18 years now. He’s the best two-way player in the league and he’s 
the backbone of our team. I’m not surprised at all that he’s there. He 
deserves to be and he’s earned that right. I’m very happy for him. 

“That’s how it goes when the league formatted it the way it is. There’s 
guys that deserve or could be there. You look at (Nazem) Kadri. I don’t 
think he’s on the list and he’s fourth in the league in scoring. That’s how it 
goes when they have the system the way it is when they need to 
incorporate every team.” 

Nothing lights up Marchand’s eyes like when the subject turns to 
Bergeron. Both his and the captain’s career fortunes turned for the better 
back in the middle of the Stanley Cup season of 2010-11 when Claude 
Julien bumped Marchand up from the fourth line to play with Bergeron 
and Mark Recchi. The Bergeron-Marchand pairing has become one of 
most successful partnerships in NHL history. 

What amazes Marchand is not necessarily how well Bergeron is playing 
at the age of 36, but simply how he still plays. 

“To be able to put your body on the line the way he does every night and 
to compete the way he does every night, there’s a lot of guys who can 
play a long time in this league but they don’t play hard necessarily. They 
kind of stay out of the dirty areas, don’t compete, don’t block shots, don’t 
battle the way Bergy does,” said Marchand. “But the way he uses his 
body and beats his body up, during the last 20 years, I think those are 
the guys you really get impressed with and he continues to do it every 
single night. He leads every night. He’s always the hardest working guy 
on the ice. When you see that out of your captain, your best player, your 
leader, you’re in awe of that all the time. I think our team is spoiled and 
the organization is spoiled. I know every team in the league would love to 
have him as their captain and leader and be able to bring that culture. 
We’re very fortunate it’s our team and we get to learn from him. He’s a 

huge part, him and (Zdeno Chara), the driving factor why this 
organization turned around and is what it is today.” 

Another factor is at play. There is a distinct possibility that this is 
Bergeron’s final season. He said at the start of the season that he would 
wait till after this season to make his decision on whether he wants to 
continue playing. 

Has Marchand thought what life would be like without Bergeron? 

“I try not to. It was obviously a big piece losing Z – and (David Krejci) for 
that matter. The two of those guys had been staples of this team for long 
time. And like I said, those guys and Bergy completely turned this 
organization around,” said Marchand. “There’s the management and staff 
and all that. But in the room, those are the guys that did it. Losing Z was 
a huge piece of that puzzle but the culture is hard to change and Bergy’s 
kind of the next step in that. You can’t replace guys like that, what he 
brings to the table on and off the ice, his leadership values, the way he 
controls the room and the bench, the way he’s able to have a feel for the 
pulse for how guys are feeling off the ice and how he can approach them, 
things like that. He’s a guy that we’re not going to be able to replace 
when that time does come. But we’re not thinking about that right now. 
Hopefully it’s a long time down the road. In the meantime, we’ve got to 
cherish the time that we have him here and take advantage of that.” 

Availability changing 

Coach Bruce Cassidy said that Derek Forbort, out of COVID protocol, 
skated on Friday and could make his return on Saturday against 
Nashville. Connor Clifton and Matt Grzelcyk remained in the protocol. 

Trent Frederic (upper body) is not available for Saturday. 

Into the thick of it 

The B’s are in the thick of of their brutal schedule right now. Their win 
over Philly was their eighth game in 13 days and it was a taxing one. 
With their inexperience on the back end no doubt forcing Cassidy’s hand 
a bit, as well as a special teams and a lengthy 6-on-5, Bergeron played a 
season-high 23:08 while Marchand was close behind at 22:47. Fatigue 
may have played a factor in the team’s overall sloppy second period. 

Asked if he may have to look down the road at strategically giving guys 
nights off here and there, Cassidy said standings would have to play a 
part in that, but he’d look to manage players’ minutes in- game before 
putting guys on the ninth floor. 

“I’ll be the first to tell you, most guys don’t want (to sit). They want to be 
out there. I think it’s more of an in-game thing were as a coach you limit 
tough minutes for the players and hopefully get through it,” said Cassidy. 

Bad blood with Preds 

It should be an interesting matinee at the Garden against the Predators. 
The B’s were not happy at all with a run Filip Forsberg took at Bergeron 
in the B’s 2-0 win on Dec. 2 in Nashville, a hit that broke the captain’s 
nose. 

With the Jeremy Swayman (who had a 42-save shutout against the 
Preds) now in Providence, Linus Ullmark will get the start. 
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How David Pastrnak delivered on his pregame prediction to Tuukka Rask 

 

BY NICK GOSS 
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David Pastrnak stole the show Thursday night as the Boston Bruins 
continued their red-hot start to January with a 3-2 win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers at TD Garden. 

Pastrnak led the way with a hat trick, giving him eight goals in his last six 
games following a bit of a slow start to the 2021-22 NHL season.  

Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask also made his season debut, stopping 25 of 
the 27 shots he faced in what was an emotional return for the 34-year-old 
veteran. 

Pastrnak actually predicted he would score a hat trick in a conversation 
with Rask before the game. 

"Oh man, I was so happy to have him back, you have no idea," Pastrnak 
in his postgame press conference. "I was ready to leave it all out there for 
him. I told him I'm gonna get a hat trick before the game and he didn't 
believe me. 

"It's really good to have him back. He's one of my closest friends and I 
missed him, obviously. He was outstanding, the saves he made. Great to 
have him back. I could be sitting here for 15 minutes talking about him. I 
have high praise for him." 

Of course it was a hat (and glasses) game.... 

The Bruins have been on fire offensively since the calendar flipped to 
2022. They've scored three or more goals in seven of their eight games 
over that span. 

Why Bruins signing Tuukka Rask to cheap contract was no-brainer move 

On Wednesday night it was Brad Marchand scoring a hat trick, and one 
day later Pastrnak matched him. The last time different Bruins players 
scored hat tricks on consecutive nights was in April of 1998 when Sergei 
Samsonov and Steve Heinze accomplished the feat. 

Pastrnak's resurgence is an extremely encouraging sign for the Bruins as 
they continue their climb up the standings. They are five points behind 
the rival Toronto Maple Leafs (with a game in hand, too) for third place in 
the Atlantic Division entering Friday. 
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Bruins-Flyers takeaways: Tuukka Rask's return is a success 

 

BY JUSTIN LEGER 

 

The Boston Bruins earned their fourth straight win on Thursday night as 
they topped the Philadelphia Flyers, 3-2. It also marked their seventh win 
in their last eight games. 

Tuukka Rask's much-anticipated return was the story as the Bruins 
goaltender made his first start in net since June. He earned the victory 
thanks in large part to David Pastrnak, who scored all three of Boston's 
goals. 

Marchand's dominant scoring run taking B's to new heights in 2022 

Here are three quick takeaways from the Bruins' win as they improve to 
21-11-2 on the campaign. Up next is a meeting with the Nashville 
Predators Saturday at TD Garden. 

A solid return for Tuukka Rask 

Rask returned in front of an excited TD Garden crowd after rejoining the 
B's on a one-year, $1 million deal. The veteran netminder had surgery 
during the offseason to repair a torn labrum in his hip and hadn't played 
since the team's playoff series loss to the New York Islanders. 

There were some signs of rust, but overall Rask looked like himself in 
Thursday's win. Pastrnak took most of the pressure off him early with two 
goals before Rask even made his first save 9:19 into the game. The 34-
year-old ended up with a clean first period, but he let up a pair of Flyers 
goals in the second. 

Rask began to find his groove with a pair of highlight-reel breakaway 
stops. The second was a beauty of a save on Cam Atkinson. 

https://t.co/hhlxCsi1Ft pic.twitter.com/K0CJ9Jk2kh— Boston Bruins 
(@NHLBruins) January 14, 2022 

Rask shook off the rust with 25 saves on 27 shots, 12 of those saves 
coming in the third period. It was an encouraging performance and one 
he'll look to build off of as Boston continues its ascent up the Eastern 
Conference standings. 

David Pastrnak carries Bruins offense 

The Bruins offense has been firing on all cylinders as of late. But in 
Thursday night's win, David Pastrnak was the Bruins offense. 

Pastrnak tallied all three of Boston's goals as he notched the 11th hat 
trick of his NHL career. His feat comes one night after Brad Marchand 
completed a hat trick in the B's win over Montreal. 

Pasta quickly got the B's on the board 1:51 into the game. 

His second goal came shortly thereafter on a beautiful assist from 
Marchand. 

You know what's better than one serving of pasta? Two!! ðŸ  ðŸ   

David Pastrnak (@pastrnak96) buries his second of the game. 

Pastrnak completed the hat trick 16:45 into the second period. 

Pasta la vista, baby! 

The Bruins star now has seven goals in his last six games. Boston has 
scored at least three goals in seven of its eight games this month. 

Welcome aboard, Tyler Lewington 

Lewington made his Bruins debut with the team's defensive corps 
shorthanded due to COVID-19 and injuries. It was his 11th career NHL 
game, and he wasted no time making his presence felt. 

The 27-year-old sparked a brief scuffle early in the contest and it didn't 
take long after that for him to drop the gloves. Lewington and Flyers 
forward Zack MacEwan threw some haymakers early in the second 
period. 

That's certainly one way to leave your mark. 

Lewington logged 12:23 of ice time in his first NHL appearance of the 
campaign. He became the 1,012th player to appear in an NHL game this 
season, breaking the previous record set in 2020-21. 
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Bruins Defenseman Derek Forbort Out Of COVID Protocol 

 

Published 15 hours ago on January 14, 2022By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told the media Friday that 
defenseman Derek Forbort is out of COVID Protocol but fellow Bruins 
defensemen Matt Grzelcyk and Connor Clifton remained in the protocol 
as of Friday afternoon. Depending on how Forbort feels and recovers 
over the next 24 hours, he could be in the lineup when the Bruins host 
the Nashville Predators in a 1 PM matinee Saturday. 
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“He skated today so he’s out of COVID protocol,” Cassidy said of the 
Boston Bruins rearguard who has four goals and three assists in 31 
games and a plus 2 rating. “So that’s one and if things go well today, he 
recovers well, he could play [Saturday].” 

As for Clifton, who like Forbort, was placed in COVID protocol on 
Monday, his status for tomorrow’s game seemed much more doubtful. 

“That’s it. I don’t believe anyone else would come out,” Cassidy said. 
“Clifton was the next guy in. …he may come out tomorrow but obviously, 
with a one o’clock game, I don’t know if that’s realistic. I guess ‘Grzz’ has 
an opportunity to test out but he’s obviously in it. So, that would be a 
quick turnaround. Right now, we’re looking at Forbort and the forward 
group is good, knock on wood, no one has tested positive today. …at 
least as of yet.” 

Cassidy also said that injured forwards Trent Frederic and Nick Foligno 
were progressing but they also won’t be available against the Predators 
Saturday. 

After the Boston Bruins host the Predators on Saturday, they won’t play 
until Tuesday, when they host the Carolina Hurricanes. Counting that 
game, the Bruins will then be in a stretch of eight games in 14 days. 
There’s likely going to be a time when Cassidy needs to rest a player for 
an entire game or even in-game so that the Bruins can withstand this 
grueling stretch of games that will get only worse later in the season. 

“That’s something we’ll discuss with the player or manage him better in-
game,” Cassidy said when asked about how he plans to manage the 
lineup going forward. “I mean, last night I thought we were doing a good 
job, and then all of a sudden the special teams take over. We had that 
stretch that kind of slanted the way the minutes add up because we had 
to kill that 5-3. We were on the kill for at least three full minutes. I think 
they took a little bit in and then three and half minutes with the goalie out, 
so all of a sudden, the last six or seven minutes, you’re really shortening 
your bench. Guys that aren’t used to killing, I’m playing them in those 
situations. 

So, that certainly hurts and it adds wear and tear because those are 
difficult minutes but a lot of guys took the day off today and they’ll recoup. 
We got a one o’clock game and then off Sunday. So there is a little bit of 
opportunity in-season to use those days in between games as you see 
fit. Fortunately for us, we had that break and were able to revisit a lot of 
our systems and talk about some adjustments we wanted to make or get 
back to how we wanted to play, and it’s paid off for us and now we’re 
using the time to rest.” 
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Scout On Marchand Not Being An All-Star: ‘He Gets Hosed Constantly’ 

 

Published 21 hours ago on January 14, 2022By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron is going to the 2022 NHL All-Star 
game in Las Vegas on Feb. 5 and Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
may join him if he is selected in the 2022 NHL All-Star Last Man In vote. 

Sadly and not so surprisingly, despite leading the Boston Bruins in goals 
(19), assists (22), and points with 41, winger Brad Marchand was not 
selected. Bergeron is second in assists with 17 helpers and third in points 
with 21. 

The NHL requires that each team has at least one All-Star. Marchand 
wasn’t even the Bruins’ nominee for the Last Men In voting, a distinction 
that went to defenseman Charlie McAvoy. One player will be added to 
each division. 

By no means is Bergeron any slouch but following a 3-2 win for the 
Boston Bruins over the Philadelphia Flyers Thursday night, Marchand 
has eight goals and six assists in his last five games and is arguably the 
hottest player in NHL right now. Voting was obviously done for the most 
part, before this week but Marchand is currently sixth in points overall in 
the NHL. 

“He gets hosed constantly,” an NHL scout exclaimed to Boston Hockey 
Now late Thursday night. 

That’s hard to argue considering how valuable Marchand is proving to be 
to the Boston Bruins once again. The player that for half his career, was 
– and rightfully so – labeled a pest or ‘dirty player’, has done everything 
he has to do to shed the bad labels. From the 2016-17 season until 
2019-20, Marchand registered 85 points or more and reached the 
century mark in the 2018-19 season. His scoring accolades did get 
recognized with an All-Star nod in 2018 but he seems to not get enough 
respect year by year, especially in the Hart Trophy voting. 

The NHL’s hockey operations department, which is run by Colin 
Campbell and Kris King, choose the All-Star rosters. Could Marchand’s 
recent three-game suspension, for slew-footing Vancouver Canucks 
defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, have affected their decision? Who 
knows? 

The bottom line is, Marchand continues to be unable to shed that ‘Rat’ 
label, and his past seemingly won’t forgive the present. 

One thing is for sure though, to his teammates and Boston Bruins fans, 
not only is Marchand an All-Star, but he is a legit Hart Trophy candidate. 

“Go ahead! Name me one guy besides Connor McDavid, more valuable 
to his team,” the same scout above said. 

Marchand can still become an All-Star by fan vote. Fans can submit their 
picks for the last man in selection on each of the four teams at 
NHL.com/LastMenIn. 
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Jeremy Swayman, displaced from the Bruins’ goalie rotation, on being 
back in the minors: ‘Not ideal’ 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Jan 15, 2022  

 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Jeremy Swayman is back in the AHL, and not 
satisfied with his assignment. He can point to his .928 save percentage 
over 26 NHL starts and make the case that the minors are not where he 
belongs. 

“The situation is obviously not ideal,” Swayman said after his 19-save 
performance in Providence’s 5-1 win over Hartford on Friday. “But I’m 
going to make sure I’m getting better every day working on things I need 
to work on. I think I’m going to do that pretty well down here with this 
team.” 

There was no other place for Swayman to go but Providence. Tuukka 
Rask, the goalie with the second-best career save percentage in NHL 
history, signed his one-year, $1 million contract Tuesday. Two days later, 
Rask looked like “old Tuukka,” in coach Bruce Cassidy’s words, in the 
Bruins’ 3-2 win over Philadelphia. 

Linus Ullmark, Swayman’s previous partner, is on a four-year, $20 million 
deal that includes no-move protection. Swayman is on his entry-level 
contract. He does not require waivers to report to Providence. He is 
ineligible to be placed on the taxi squad. Most NHL teams consider 
carrying three goalies to be cumbersome. 
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Logic, though, depends on your perspective. From Swayman’s point of 
view, there is only one place he belongs. 

“Not ideal,” Swayman said when pressed for clarity, “because I want to 
be winning games at the NHL level with the Boston Bruins.” 

Swayman is 23 years old. He is in a hurry to make his NHL stay 
permanent. His numbers say it’s where he should be. 

Since Dec. 1, Swayman recorded a .933 save percentage for the Bruins 
over six starts. Only one other NHL goalie with six-plus appearances 
during this segment was better: Igor Shesterkin (.957), who is in the 
running for the Vezina Trophy. Swayman was finding his rhythm to a 
greater degree than in his 10 previous starts, when his save percentage 
was a pedestrian .908. 

Pucks were sticking to him more regularly. He was tracking pucks, 
making reads and arriving at his spots. 

Swayman even breezed through COVID-19 protocol. He was 
asymptomatic throughout his quarantine, which began Dec. 16. 
Swayman holed up in his Watertown apartment, practicing yoga and 
going through home workouts. 

“A lot has to do with my teammates in front of me,” Swayman said. “They 
did a phenomenal job with me last year and this year. It’s been a great 
team effort. Obviously we had an upswing after COVID. It’s been a really 
fun process to be a part of.” 

All the while, Ullmark was also improving. He has a .927 save 
percentage over his past eight starts. It’s not as high as Swayman’s, but 
not as low as the .911 save percentage Ullmark carried over his first nine 
starts as a Bruin. At the same time, Rask was flying through every 
checkpoint on his comeback.  

It should have occurred to Swayman, then, that his Providence ticket was 
being written regardless of how he was stopping pucks. But the Bruins 
like Swayman because he is committed to the blinders he wears that 
shield him from perimeter circumstances. 

“I made sure I was focusing on the day at hand and whatever I could do 
to help the team win,” Swayman said. “(Rask’s) obviously a great 
addition to the team. I wasn’t worried about contract situations or 
anything when I got the chance to play. When I got the chance to 
practice and work out with the team, I was making sure I was bringing the 
energy, the positivity and everything it is to be a good pro.” 

On Tuesday, the day Rask signed his contract, Swayman met with 
general manager Don Sweeney. Even if he knew it was coming, 
Swayman didn’t enjoy his GM’s news. In a way, Sweeney was OK with 
Swayman’s stance. 

“He’s extremely motivated to be a top-flight goaltender, which we believe 
in. He knows that,” Sweeney said. “The commitment will be made to him. 
Part of it was this summer in trading a good young goaltender in Daniel 
Vladar and allowing Jeremy to play opening night, for that matter. He 
knows he’s a big part of our current team as well as moving forward. 
Most importantly, he’s got a hell of a long career ahead of him as a 
Boston Bruin.” 

Swayman is living at the Residence Inn across the street from the 
Dunkin’ Donuts Center. Nobody knows whether it will be a long-term 
setup. Injuries or illness could strike at any time. Rask and Ullmark are 
two of six current Bruins who have yet to enter COVID-19 protocol. 

Swayman could even get his full-time chance next year. Rask is only 
signed through this season. He has not decided whether he will return. 

So for now, Swayman is an AHLer. He wore No. 35 on Friday. His usual 
No. 1, the only number he’s ever worn as a pro and amateur, belongs to 
AHL partner Troy Grosenick. Selecting No. 35 was just a coincidence, 
not a stick tap to the number worn by Ullmark, his good friend and former 
creasemate. 

Swayman was sharp against the Wolf Pack. The only puck that beat him 
was a last-second redirection by Austin Rueschhoff. Swayman got to 
handle the puck, which is one of his targeted areas of improvement. 

“Wherever I’m at, I’m going to make sure I’m giving the team a chance to 
win,” Swayman said. “That’s all I care about, whether that’s in Providence 
or Boston. I’m going to do whatever I can on and off the ice to get a 
chance to win.” 

Swayman has a history of taking jobs. In the USHL, he displaced Mikhail 
Berdin. At Maine, Swayman pushed aside Rob McGovern. As a first-year 
pro, Swayman advanced past Vladar. He then shoved Jaroslav Halak out 
of the backup position. The Bruins traded Vladar to Calgary. They let 
Halak walk. 

This time, it happened to him. Swayman is of two minds. He’s not OK 
with it. He’s determined to make it temporary. 
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Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin shuts out Sharks 

 

Josh Dubow 1/14/2022 

 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Igor Shesterkin made 37 saves in his return from 
COVID-19 protocol, Braden Schneider scored in his NHL debut and the 
New York Rangers beat the San Jose Sharks 3-0 on Thursday night. 

“A lot of the credit has to go to Shesterkin,” acting Rangers coach Kris 
Knoblauch said. “There were a lot of Grade A scoring chances and he 
came up with some big saves.” 

Chris Kreider got his first career short-handed goal and an empty-netter 
to reach 200 goals as the Rangers followed up a 1-0 victory over the 
Sharks at Madison Square Garden on Dec. 3 with another shutout less 
than six weeks later. 

Adin Hill stopped 27 shots for the Sharks, who failed in their attempt to 
match a season-high four-game winning streak. San Jose has lost seven 
straight against the Rangers. 

“We’ve got to score to win,” coach Bob Boughner said. “Tonight I thought 
we played a good game. I didn’t think we shot ourselves in the foot or got 
dominated. We fought hard and the difference I think was giving up a 
shorty. ... We battled hard, we just couldn’t find any offense. It wasn’t 
from a lack of trying.” 

Shesterkin was activated from the COVID-19 list earlier in the day and 
was sharp in his first action since Jan. 2, when he had a 38-save shutout 
against Tampa Bay. 

He stopped Andrew Cogliano on a breakaway in the second and then 
made another big stop late in the period on a deflection from Tomas 
Hertl. 

“In the first period, I was a little nervous,” Shesterkin said. “But when I 
stopped a couple of shots the nerves go out.” 

Shesterkin had 19 saves in the first meeting with the Sharks before 
leaving early in the third period with a lower-body injury. 

“Shesterkin is really, really good,” Sharks forward Nick Bonino said. “Shut 
us out twice this year. We had some Grade A looks but he’s never 
caught out of position.” 

Kreider gave the Rangers the lead in the first period when he converted 
just seconds after Ryan Strome went to the penalty box for cross-
checking. 
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Mika Zibanejad won the ensuing faceoff, sparking a quick rush. 
Zibanejad then fed Kreider, who scored the first short-handed goal of his 
10-year career. Kreider had been used sparingly killing penalties during 
his career until taking on a regular role on the unit this season. 

“I wanted that one for a while,” Kreider said. “Almost screwed it up.” 

It was the sixth short-handed goal allowed by San Jose this season, tied 
for most in the NHL. 

The 20-year-old Schneider, drafted 19th overall in 2020 after New York 
traded up to get him, added some insurance early in the third when 
Strome set him up in the high slot. 

“I was in the right place at the right time and I couldn’t have drawn it up 
any better myself,” Schneider said. 

Schneider became the seventh Rangers defenseman to score a goal in 
his NHL debut and first since Thomas Pock against Pittsburgh on March 
23, 2004. 

BAD BLOOD 

Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba had a couple of run-ins with Sharks 
in the second period. First, he and Timo Meier took turns taking shots at 
each other before getting sent off for coincidental minors. 

Then, soon after Trouba got out of the penalty box, he got into a fight 
with Jeffrey Viel and went right back in for five more minutes. 

WHO’S IN, WHO’S OUT? 

The Rangers announced before the game that forward Alexis Lafrenière 
entered COVID-19 protocol and Lauri Pajuniemi was added to the roster. 

The Sharks are also down a forward after Alexander Barabanov tested 
positive for COVID-19 and was placed in protocol, but San Jose get 
another one back. 

Rudolfs Balcers, who had missed the last six weeks with a lower-body 
injury, returned to the lineup for the first time since getting hurt in New 
York against the Rangers on Dec. 3. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: Visit the Philadelphia Flyers in the finale of a five-game road 
trip Saturday night. 

Sharks: Host the Pittsburgh Penguins on Saturday night. 
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Rangers defenseman Braden Schneider plays like veteran in NHL debut 

 

Mollie Walker 1/15/2022 

 

Braden Schneider knows that an impressive NHL debut doesn’t 
necessarily mean he has made it as an NHL player. 

That’s true even though, for that debut, he seamlessly integrated onto the 
Rangers’ blue line and competed as if he had been a mainstay in an NHL 
lineup for years — not selected 19th overall in the 2020 draft. 

Schneider, in his first NHL game, not only gave the Rangers a 2-0 lead in 
their eventual shutout victory at San Jose on Thursday, but also he was 
effective overall. He hit with purpose, racking up four to go along with two 
blocked shots and three shots on goal in 14:49 of ice time — a team low 
on defense. 

The 6-foot-2 Schneider also became just the seventh defenseman in 
Rangers history to score in his first NHL game, joining Thomas Pock, 

Steve Richmond, Mario Marois, Ralph Keller, Harry Howell and Joe 
Jerwa. 

“I don’t think you can say anything after one game,” the 20-year-old 
Schneider said after the win. “I’m very happy with how I played, I wanted 
to show that I could play physical and perform at this level. I couldn’t 
have drawn it up any better myself. It’s one game and I can’t get too high 
on myself, but I was very happy with how it went.” 

The Rangers have been experimenting with combinations for the third 
defensive pairing, which was initiated because of Patrik Nemeth’s four-
game absence due to personal reasons and Jarred Tinordi entering 
COVID-19 protocol. The Rangers’ bottom pair has been a weak point all 
season long, so Schneider may get an extended look there after his 
performance on Thursday. 

Schneider likely would’ve been the first defenseman the Rangers 
recalled from Hartford to join the team’s taxi squad had he not have been 
unavailable, presumably in COVID-19 protocol a couple of weeks ago. 
Instead, Zac Jones and Matthew Robertson were selected. 

While Jones did relatively well aside from a rough outing at Vegas, 
Schneider plays more of the style that general manager and president 
Chris Drury and head coach Gerard Gallant want. 

“He’s a good defensive-defenseman,” acting coach Kris Knoblauch said. 
“I like to say he provides that offense-scoring touch all the time, but I was 
very proud of him and the way he played. His first couple shifts he was in 
the play a lot, he made really simple plays, advanced the puck to the 
forwards. 

“I don’t recall him being out of position defensively all night, that’s his 
game. Nice to get him rewarded, scoring that goal with his parents here 
in town watching him. Very happy for him.” 

The Rangers assigned Jones and forwards Lauri Pajuniemi and Justin 
Richards back to Hartford on Friday, opening the door for a few Rangers 
to return from COVID-19 protocol. 

Julien Gauthier and Ryan Reaves are both eligible to be activated for the 
game Saturday at Philadelphia. 
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Anthony Greco, son of late 9/11 first responder, now part of father's 
beloved Rangers 

 

Mollie Walker 1/14/2022 

 

Anthony Greco pulled on a red, white and blue jersey Thursday night at 
SAP Center in San Jose, Calif., and skated in his first game with the 
Rangers, the team he grew up rooting for after inheriting his fandom from 
his parents, Paul and Mary Jane.  

His mom watched the game with his aunt from her home in Massapequa 
Park on Long Island.  

His dad, everybody says, no doubt watched from above.  

Paul Greco, a FDNY firefighter of more than 20 years, died in May 2020 
after a battle with several illnesses resulting from breathing toxic air at 
Ground Zero following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. He was 54.  

To watch her son fulfill his childhood dream after enduring such hardship, 
Mary Jane was overwhelmed. But she never expected to feel her late 
husband’s presence as much as she did. 
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After the first 20 minutes of the Rangers’ eventual shutout win over the 
Sharks, Greco had logged exactly 3:43 of ice time. There were 343 
firefighters killed at the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001.  

“We know he was watching,” Mary Jane told The Post in a phone 
interview on Friday. “Along with a lot of other guys up there cheering for 
him.” 

Around 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Mary Jane received a text from her son 
saying he was going to make his Rangers debut that night. The Rangers 
are in the midst of their first significant coronavirus outbreak, which has 
sidelined several forwards to COVID-19 protocol in recent days.  

Last week, Greco was recalled from AHL Hartford to join the Rangers’ 
taxi squad. He then was promoted to the active roster two days later 
amid more positive tests, but was scratched in the Rangers’ loss at the 
Kings on Monday.  

When news hit Thursday that Alexis Lafreniere had entered COVID-19 
protocol, Greco drew into the lineup for the first time since he signed with 
the Rangers as a free agent in October 2020. He slotted in on the right 
wing of the third line, beating out his fellow Wolf Pack teammates, who 
made up the fourth unit.  

Greco, who became the first Queens native to ever play for the Rangers, 
signed in New York after he had bounced around the AHL within the 
Panthers, Lightning and Sharks organizations. 

It was poetic for Greco to earn his next NHL opportunity with the 
Rangers, the team he used to watch with his dad growing up.  

“That’s all he wore was Rangers jerseys, when he was little and he first 
started skating,” Mary Jane recalled. “He absolutely did [inherit the 
fandom]. There was not a choice in the matter.” 

The Rangers must have had Greco on their radar shortly after the 2019-
20 season was suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic, since Paul 
knew his son was going to sign with the team before he died. Mary Jane, 
who stopped working as a labor and delivery nurse at Winthrop 
University to care for Paul, said her husband was “over the moon” about 
their son becoming a Ranger.  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

Paul was naturally invested in his son’s hockey career. After years of 
driving him to games and practices, Paul moved his family to Minnesota 
so Anthony could attend Shattuck St. Mary’s — a boarding high school 
that proclaims itself the “Hockey Center of Excellence.” 

Paul was still working as a firefighter in New York, but that didn’t stop him 
from being there for both of his families.  

“He’d be like, ‘All right bro, I’m leaving Minnesota now, I’ll be there in 24 
hours,’ ” said Pete Maslinski, a now-retired firefighter who worked 
alongside Paul at FDNY’s Squad 270. “To come to work! And I’m like, 
‘What, are you out of your mind?’ He would call himself an asphalt 
cowboy, listen to country music, and he loved it.”  

The Maslinski family used to travel with the Grecos to watch Anthony 
play earlier in his career. They’d fly out to games at Ohio State, where 
Anthony competed for four NCAA seasons, as well as to other colleges 
for games. Watching his NHL debut was one thing, but to see Anthony 
take the ice in a Rangers sweater was surreal, Maslinski said.  

“We’d go anywhere we could with this kid,” he added. “We’ve followed 
him forever. I told everybody, I said it at my eulogy for Paul, I emulated 
him being a dad. That’s how I tried to raise my kids. He just was the 
greatest dad I’d ever seen.” 

In the grand scheme of things, Greco may be further down on the 
Rangers depth chart than he would like to be. Players will eventually 
come out of COVID-19 protocol, and Greco likely will be sent back to 
Hartford. And because the two-year contract he signed with the Rangers 

is set to expire at the end of this season, what’s next for the 28-year-old 
is unknown.  

But he’ll always have Jan. 13, 2022, the night he got to play for the 
Rangers in front of thousands — and one very special man a little higher 
up.  

“Some of my favorite memories are going to game with him growing up,” 
Greco said on the MSG broadcast. “It’s a tough situation, but I’m sure 
he’s happy and watching.” 

New York Post LOADED: 01.15.2022 

1232397 New York Rangers 

 

Kreider proud of how Rangers' call-ups have stepped up 

 

Colin Stephenson 1/14/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The road trip isn’t over. The Rangers still have an 
away game against the Flyers on Saturday to worry about. 

The West Coast part of it is behind them now, though, and after an up-
and-down 10 days, they headed east with a 2-2 split of the four games in 
the Pacific time zone. The Rangers remain entrenched in third place in 
the league with a 24-10-4 record and 52 points. 

And according to Chris Kreider, they’ve learned something about their 
organizational depth: It’s good. 

"It kind of felt like one step back, two steps forward, in a lot of ways,’’ 
Kreider said after Thursday’s 3-0 win over San Jose. "It would have been 
nice to come back from this road trip with one or two more points, but at 
the same time, I think we learned a lot about our group. Organizational 
depth’s important over the course of an 82-game season, so I don’t think 
I can talk enough about what a great job those guys have done when 
they’ve come into the lineup, whether it’s, you know, [Tim] Gettinger, 
[Jonny] Brodzinski and Morgan [Barron] or obviously [Anthony] Greco.’’ 

Greco, a Queens native, played a rousing game against San Jose in his 
Rangers debut. He entered the lineup after Alexis Lafreniere went into 
COVID-19 protocol before the game. The fourth line, made up of Hartford 
call-ups Gettinger, Barron and Brodzinski, had another solid effort in their 
third game together. 

Kreider, who scored his 199th and 200th career goals Thursday, was 
particularly impressed with the NHL debut of 20-year-old defenseman 
Braden Schneider, who was more than solid in his 14:49 of ice time He 
scored his first NHL goal to make it 2-0 early in the third period and 
recorded four hits, two blocked shots and three shots on goal. 

"He played great, stepped in, played great for us," Kreider said with a 
proud smile. "So, I mean, everyone’s done a really, really great job of 
coming in and injecting energy and playing the way they’ve been asked 
to play. That’s really important for us going forward.’’ 

Kreider was asked which milestone was more important to him — his 
200th goal, which was scored into an empty net with 27.3 seconds 
remaining, or his 199th, which happened to be the first shorthanded goal 
of his career. 

"The shorthanded goal,’’ he said. "I wanted that one for a while now. I 
almost screwed it up.’’ 

Kreider, who on Thursday was chosen to play in the NHL All-Star Game, 
was worried that he picked the wrong corner to shoot at against San 
Jose goalie Adin Hill. But the puck went in, giving the Rangers a 1-0 lead 
at 10:25 of the first period. Entering Friday, his 23 goals had him tied for 
third-most in the league. 
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Schneider scored his first professional goal, and his parents were in 
attendance to see it. He spent his time in the postgame media availability 
unable to suppress a smile. 

"The whole day, I was quite jittery,’’ he said. "I couldn’t really sit still. My 
nap wasn’t too great. I came to the rink and same thing, I had nerves, 
and I was just trying to try to stay in the moment. 

"And when I got on the ice for warm-up, it became a little bit more real. 
And then I don’t think it hit me until my first shift to the game. And then I 
felt like after that I settled in and I got a little bit more confident as the 
game went on.’’ 
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Five thoughts on a late-night Rangers win: Shesterkin is all-world but not 
an All-Star, and is Schneider the fix on D? 

 

Arthur Staple 1/14/2022 

 

OK, so we spent this week breaking down where and how the Rangers 
need to improve (on offense and defense) if they want to be a legitimate 
playoff team this season. Then they go out and blank the Sharks 3-0 in 
very 2021-22 Ranger style: a healthy dose of Igor Shesterkin, straight 
from COVID-19 protocol and into a shutout; Chris Kreider scoring goals; 
and yet another young guy making his NHL debut. 

Perhaps the biggest difference between Braden Schneider’s first game 
and some of the rest of the Rangers debuts this season was the impact 
the 20-year-old defenseman had: a goal and one of the better nights by 
metrics and eye test for any third-pair Rangers defenseman so far in 
2021-22. Schneider needs a couple more looks before he’s anointed, but 
the Rangers may be on the road to finding an internal solution to 
steadying that third pair. 

Here are a few deeper thoughts on Shesterkin, Schneider, the All-Stars 
you wish were not All-Stars, Anthony Greco’s special Rangers debut and 
more: 

Igor 

Kris Knoblauch had Shesterkin in Hartford at the beginning of the goalie’s 
North American tenure, way back in 2019-20. Shesterkin played so well 
in the AHL that the Rangers had to bring him up toward the end of that 
pandemic-shortened season, creating the dreaded three-headed goalie 
monster with Alexandar Georgiev and Henrik Lundqvist that didn’t exactly 
bring Lundqvist’s Rangers tenure to a quiet end — or leave Georgiev 
feeling good about his time with the team, which likely ends when this 
season does. 

But Shesterkin continues to show in the NHL what he showed Knoblauch 
in the AHL. Anyone concerned that Shesterkin can’t bounce back quickly 
from injury, like his annual three-week groin pull from December, or 
illness, like his recent absence due to COVID-19 protocol, can watch 
Thursday’s tape and be put at ease. 

“I don’t think he gets enough attention,’’ Knoblauch said on Thursday, 
when he was filling in for Gerard Gallant on the Rangers bench. “I know, 
probably around New York he does, but around the NHL, when you talk 
about the elite goalies in the league, maybe he gets mentioned once in a 
while. But I think he should be in that conversation all the time.’’ 

Safe to say he’ll be there if this continues, even though he didn’t make 
the All-Star cut for the Metro over the Penguins’ Tristan Jarry and the 
Hurricanes’ Frederik Andersen. 

Not to worry: Shesterkin will be there when the Vezina Trophy finalists 
are announced, unlike those other two. Here’s why, in a couple handy 

stats from Evolving-Hockey: Shesterkin is first among all goalies in that 
site’s Goals Saved Above Expectation at 19.2 GSAx (Andersen is 
second at 16.4), and he is second in Goals Saved Above Average at 
18.8, behind only the Leafs’ Jack Campbell, who is at 19.5. 

So Shesterkin is stopping more expected goals than anyone in the 
league, and he’s stopping nearly the most goals relative to the league 
average goalie. 

And he’s doing that around one IR stint and now a week off in COVID-19 
protocol. He skated at the Rangers’ training center on Wednesday, 
according to Knoblauch, flew across the country, took some shots in the 
morning skate in San Jose on Thursday and then pitched a 37-save 
shutout with just under three expected goals based on the data for the 
Sharks. Ho-hum. 

Schneider 

"Don't be nervous. It's only the NHL."   pic.twitter.com/PtVA8E5ujl 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) January 14, 2022 

First, it was this: the rookie debut solo lap in front of his parents and a 
few thousand other folks. 

Then, it was this: 

FIRST NHL GAME. 

FIRST NHL GOAL. 

BRADEN SCHNEIDER. REMEMBER THE NAME. 
pic.twitter.com/CGGITEZqL4 

— New York Rangers (@NYRangers) January 14, 2022 

It was special for Schneider — his first professional goal, having gone 0-
9-9 in 24 games with the Wolfpack so far this season. 

And it was special for the Rangers — their second goal from a third-pair 
defenseman at five-on-five this season. The first came on this road trip, 
from Jarred Tinordi in Anaheim. 

“I don’t recall him being out of position all night,” Knoblauch said. “That’s 
his game.” 

A scout who watches the Rangers and Hartford plenty said recently that 
“there’s no better prospect they have” than Schneider, whose call-up was 
seemingly a matter of time and whether the Rangers could find a spot for 
him. Nils Lundkvist hasn’t wowed anyone, but he hasn’t been too out of 
place in his first season. We went over the various third pairs and how 
woeful they’ve been via data and on video the other day, and it didn’t 
seem that Schneider replacing Lundkvist was going to be the answer. 

But perhaps it can be. Patrik Nemeth has been mediocre with whoever 
he’s been alongside, but the assumption was the bigger, slower Nemeth 
would be best served with a younger, smaller, better-skating partner like 
Lundkvist. Schneider is a big kid, but he’s a modern defenseman: 
someone who can be physical but also has the wheels to get himself out 
of trouble. And, as seen above, into the play offensively on rare 
occasions, considering he never had more than eight goals in a season 
in the wide-open WHL. 

So perhaps this is the way forward: The 20-year-old Schneider is the 
steadying partner on the third pair that settles the veteran Nemeth, not 
the other way around. There will be some bumps if Schneider gets a 
regular turn, but he’s already showing signs he can handle himself up 
here. 

“A very good defensive player, an incredible skater, and for his age, he’s 
very strong,” Knoblauch said. “One of the things players coming to the 
NHL have trouble with is eliminating the play. He will make the transition 
a lot easier than other guys.” 

Anthony Greco 
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It was just the latest in a string of Hartford regulars forced into Ranger 
sweaters, with Alexis Lafrenière joining Barclay Goodrow, Ryan Reaves 
and Julien Gauthier in COVID-19 protocol, plus Dryden Hunt on IR. But 
Anthony Greco’s Rangers debut on Thursday was different. 

A kid from Queens who went to Shattuck-St. Mary’s, Ohio State and then 
primarily to the AHL for a few different organizations getting his second 
NHL game and gettin it with his hometown team is pretty cool. Having it 
come 20 months after his father, Paul, passed away was even more 
special. Paul Greco was a firefighter with Squad 270 in Richmond Hill, 
Queens, who worked at Ground Zero and died from an illness he 
contracted while spending his days digging through the rubble of the 
World Trade Center. 

Congratulations to @NYRangers forward Anthony Greco making his 
team debut tonight. He’s the son of @FDNY FF Paul Greco who we lost 
to 9/11 related illnesses. Go get ‘em kid, make us proud. 
#PlayLikeANewYorker #BravestHockey #LGR 

— FDNY HOCKEY TEAM (@FDNYhockeyteam) January 14, 2022 

Greco is 28, he’s not really a prospect. He did some good work in his 
9:44 on Thursday, even if there’s not a second game to come. There’s 
still room for something good to come from all this awfulness — whether 
it’s the people like Paul Greco who died long after they worked at Ground 
Zero or the COVID-19-related absences of regular Rangers. 

All-Stars 

Kreider and Adam Fox are certainly deserving of the spots they received 
Thursday in the Las Vegas All-Star Game, coming up in a couple of 
weeks. Shesterkin is too. And maybe Mika Zibanejad and Artemi Panarin 
have earned spots. The debate over who’s worthy and who’s not is 
always amusing, given hardly any serious hockey-watcher cares one bit 
about what actually goes on All-Star weekend. We all know that every 
team needs a representative and some skilled guys will be left out, so the 
outcry is nothing but noise after the fact. 

This year, the Kreider and Fox selections might feel unnecessary to 
Ranger fans and those inside the organization. Why? Those are two of 
only a handful of Rangers who haven’t gone into COVID-19 protocol this 
season. Does Chris Drury or Gallant really want either guy participating 
in All-Star weekend to risk more exposure to COVID-19 and possibly 
miss time? The Rangers only have three games that need rescheduling, 
presumably to come during the planned Olympic break that was to come 
after the All-Star Game on Feb. 5. 

But it still doesn’t feel worth the risk. In the COVID-19 world, Feb. 5 is a 
lifetime away. Those two guys could be in and out of protocol by then. 
Maybe one of the criteria for All-Star selection this season could have 
been a previous COVID-19 protocol stint, leaving the guys who haven’t 
had it in a protective bubble or something. 

Chytil 

It certainly wasn’t Gallant/Knoblauch’s first choice to have Filip Chytil 
move to the right side with Panarin and Ryan Strome, and that line was a 
bit caved in at even strength, posting a 39.3 percent shot share (11 for, 
17 against) and 26.7 percent scoring-chance share for the game on 
Thursday. But the result was there, with Chytil stepping into a turnover 
that led to Schneider’s goal at a key time early in the third for a 2-0 lead. 

Lafrenière was going to be there until he tested positive, which left the 
coaching staff the option of having Chytil on a mish-mash third line or 
loading into the top six. Seems like the better option was made, even if 
the metrics were poor. Gauthier is eligible to come off the COVID-19 list 
first, but his return shouldn’t move Chytil down the lineup for Saturday’s 
game in Philly. 

With Shesterkin playing as well as he is, the time to tinker a bit with some 
of the regulars still in the lineup is now. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: Why NHL teams ‘go for it’ more in 
empty-net situations 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Jan 14, 2022  

 

Empty-net goals have been on my mind ever since Scotty Bowman 
mentioned something in passing before Christmas: How a friend of his, 
who is a serious bettor, tends not to bet on hockey anymore because the 
sheer number of empty-net goals — being scored and being allowed — 
can skew a result so quickly, impacting both the final margin of victory 
and the over-under. 

Ever since Patrick Roy popularized the strategy in the 2013-14, NHL 
coaches have been pulling their goalies far earlier than they did during 
Bowman’s era in search of a tying goal. The pioneering research work on 
this development was done by Laval University professor David 
Beaudoin and Simon Fraser University’s Tim B. Swartz more than a 
decade ago. You can read their original paper here. 

Soon after their findings were published, I interviewed Beaudoin to get a 
layman’s interpretation of some fairly dense academic language and the 
one point he stressed then has stuck with me ever since. Statistically, the 
strategy that teams once employed in the timing of a goalie pull was 
basically all wrong – and far too conservative. 

“We discovered the current strategy used by coaches is pretty much 
always the worst,” said Beaudoin, adding: “You have to be much more 
aggressive, especially if you get power plays late in the third and you’re 
trailing. Often, you have to pull the goalie much sooner.” 

So, a few questions to ponder here: 

Even though the analytics support an early goalie pull, are coaches in 
danger of pulling a goalie too early, especially if they’re only down a goal 
— and especially if they’re carrying the momentum? 

How were things done in Bowman’s time and how have they changed? 

If they are going to pull the goalie earlier than usual, do teams spend 
enough practicing the strategy? Because sometimes, it looks completely 
unrehearsed. 

Let’s begin by reviewing some numbers. This year, the Minnesota Wild 
are leading the class, when it comes to successfully pulling their goalie. 
This past Saturday, for the fourth time this season, they tied an NHL 
game in the final minute of regulation, with their goalie on the bench. But 
even more remarkable, it marked the 11th time overall (in just 33 games 
played) that the Wild had scored a goal with their netminder out for an 
extra attacker. 

Consider how that compares to that last time the NHL played a full 82-
game season, 2018-19, when it took the league leaders, the Philadelphia 
Flyers, the entire year to score 11 times with the goalie out for an extra 
attacker. The next season, when most teams played roughly 70 games, 
Washington led the way, with nine goals scored with the goaltender on 
the bench. 

Minnesota is coached by Dean Evason, who played 803 NHL games 
over 13 seasons for five different teams and says that in his first year, 
1983-84, it would have been unthinkable to do what NHL coaches are 
doing today — pulling their goalie so aggressively — in trying to come 
from behind in a game. 

“I’m not going to lie to you,” said Evason. “It’s taken me some time to get 
my head around it. After coaching for 21 years now, it makes sense. 

“If you’re playing with an empty net, there is a likelihood you’ll get scored 
on anyway, so what does it matter? When I first started coaching, it was 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 15, 2022 

 

a minute-and-a-half, two minutes would be max, when you’d take out the 
goalie. So now, we’ve actually taken the goalie out at five minutes, or at 
four minutes. 

“Our thought process is: Our players like it — and we want our players to 
be aggressive. If we, as coaches, are being passive and not trying to do 
everything we possibly can to score a goal, then we’re not sending the 
right message. We give our guys a lot of free rein in that area and I think 
they like it and they buy into it and as coaches, we’ve fortunately had 
some success to reinforce it as well this year.” 

As Evason noted, the odds are good that the strategy will, on a 
percentage basis, ultimately fail. And so, you do see the other scenario 
happening a lot too: A team will pull a goalie with just over or just under 
three minutes to go in regulation and immediately surrender an empty-
net goal. Now, they’re down two (and) they’ve really got nothing to lose 
and they pull the goalie again and then give up a second empty-net goal. 

Suddenly, what was a close one-goal game looks awfully one-sided, if all 
you happen to see is the final score. 

The precedent was established on opening night, when the Pittsburgh 
Penguins defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning in the game the Lightning 
raised their 2021 Stanley Cup banner. 

The game finished 6-2 Pittsburgh, but it was 3-0 with six minutes to go 
when Lightning coach Jon Cooper pulled goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy 
for the first time. Tampa Bay got an extra-attacker goal from Anthony 
Cirelli to get to within two and then got a second six-on-five goal from 
Alex Killorn just over two minutes later. 

The only problem was, Pittsburgh scored three times into the empty net 
— goals by Teddy Blueger, Evan Rodrigues and Bryan Rust, which 
skewed the final result. 

But Tampa Bay didn’t abandon the strategy and one game later, in a wild 
7-6 overtime win over the Detroit Red Wings, it paid off. Tampa Bay 
scored two goals in a 76-second span between 16:25 and 17:41 to tie the 
game, with Vasilevskiy on the bench again and this time, ultimately won 
the game in extra time. 

Tampa Bay is currently tied with Colorado, with eight, for the second-
most extra-attacker goals scored in the league this season. 

“Coop is very aggressive — he’s at the high end of being aggressive,” 
said former NHLer Brian Engblom, now an analyst on the Lightning 
broadcasts. “I’ve heard Coop say in the past, at some point, you have to 
practice this — and doing it in a game is live practice. So, if you’re down 
by two in a game, that’s the best way to do it — by practicing it when you 
can.” 

According to former NHL coach Ken Hitchcock, Engblom is correct — not 
enough teams devote the necessary time to prepare a proper six-on-five 
strategy. 

“Over time, the thing I learned was, pulling the goalie is easy,” said 
Hitchcock. “The problem is, when your team isn’t ready for it or organized 
as a defined plan. And what I mean by that is: When you pull a goalie, 
you need a two-minute plan. a one-minute plan and a 30-second plan. 
And you need to practice them. 

“There’s a real strategy to this. It’s not just ‘pull the goalie and get an 
extra guy out.’ And the teams that are effective have a strategy, and you 
can see what they’re trying to establish, and you can see their set-up.’ 
But there’s way too much of the other way — ‘just get the extra guy out 
there’ — going on now.” 

To Hitchcock’s point, sometimes the presence of a sixth attacker on the 
ice confuses the other five skaters and negatively impacts their breakout 
and sometimes, makes it more — rather than less — difficult to gain the 
blue line in the offensive zone. 

“I know three or four of my friends who are coaches, how much they 
practice it and how often they practice it, and how they practice it in such 
detail — even practicing the route that the player coming onto the ice has 

to take. He should go straight to the center of the ice and then come 
through the middle, to prevent any shots coming through the middle at 
the empty net. It is an aspect of our sport, but you can never be good at 
it, unless you practice it all the time.” 

Implications of pulling the goalie 

Do the shifting strategies matter to anyone, other than bettors? Yes. Just 
about every season, for teams in the NHL’s vast middle class, the 
difference between making the playoffs and missing them can be a 
handful of points. If a team can score a tying goal, six-on-five, and then 
go on to win a game in overtime, that can represent a three-point swing 
on a single night — two unexpected points for them, a point lost by the 
team that blew the lead. 

If that happens enough times over the course of the season, it could 
easily be the difference between missing and making the playoffs. 

Interestingly, the team that’s struggled the most playing with the empty 
net this year is Montreal: Zero goals for, eight goals against, for a minus-
0.615 success rate, according to the website, More Hockey Stats. 

Beyond their obvious importance in the overall NHL standings, Evason 
believes scoring a six-on-five goal has a positive psychological impact on 
a team. 

“You can do all these team-building exercises to get your group together, 
but to watch the bench after you score a six-on-five goal — or watch 
them come into the dressing room after the game and see how excited 
they are — that is team building,” said Evason. 

“But even prior to us having success with it, we still believed in the 
numbers. We said, ‘we know we’re likely to get scored on, so fuck it, go 
for it!’ We give them the analytical numbers, but at the end of the day, I 
don’t forget that I was a hockey player too, and so you don’t want to load 
them up with too much information. You want to give them just enough to 
make them feel that what we’re doing is the right thing. 

“We’ve got a group that’s really bought into that — and it makes it a lot 
easier for us coaches.” 

Through Tuesday, 548 games into the season, a total of 188 empty-net 
goals had been scored in the NHL, up slightly from last year (174), but 
down from the all-time high set in the 2018-19 season, when 212 empty-
netters were scored in a similar number of games. Compare that to 2012-
13, however, when only 110 empty-netters were scored in the first 548 
games and you can how dramatically the numbers have ticked up in the 
last decade or so. 

Another contributing factor to the rise in empty-net scoring: Nowadays, 
teams are far more ready to shoot to score at the empty net from their 
own side of center, even if they risk an icing call — something that would 
have been considered a no-go, decades before. 

“That’s the part that’s changed 180 degrees,” said Engblom. “It’s totally 
the opposite now. Before, in some cases, you could get benched if, off a 
faceoff in your own zone, you flagrantly took a shot at the empty net, and 
risked icing. You’d get sideways looks from the older guys on your team. 
Chances are, depending upon who you were, you might get pulled off the 
ice immediately. You just didn’t do that. You didn’t want to give them a 
chance for another faceoff in your own zone. 

“That’s the way I was taught. That was the mandate. And if someone 
took a shot at the empty net from your end of the ice and actually put it in 
the empty net, you’d roll your eyes and say, ‘yeah, OK.’ I have to tell you, 
it took me a little while, doing this job, being an analyst, of coming around 
on this.” 

Evason had a similar perspective during his playing days. 

“When I played, if you shot at the net from your own side of center and 
didn’t chip it out of the zone the way you were supposed to, you were 
considered selfish and you wanted to score a goal to pad your stats,” 
said Evason. “At some point, somebody looked at the analytics, and 
decided that wasn’t the right thing to do.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 15, 2022 

 

And now? 

“Our five-on-six philosophy is: We don’t care if we’re defending a one-
goal lead or a four-goal lead, we tell our guys, ‘If you have an open 
opportunity to shoot at the net, do it,’” said Evason. “And we show our 
guys all the time the difference: ‘Here’s an open opportunity’ and ‘here is 
not an open opportunity.’ If you’ve got to go through someone, then don’t 
shoot it. Go around them. Chip it off the wall. Get it into the neutral zone. 
But if you have an empty-net opportunity, I don’t care if you’re at our goal 
line and you’ve got a clear lane, shoot it. 

“And we work on it. After practice, a lot of times, we’ll pull the guys down 
to the corner and each guy has to shoot from our end into the empty net. 
If you miss, you do two laps. If you make it, you only have to do one lap.” 

In the past, teams often used checkers to defend a lead playing five 
skaters against six, but even that approach has shifted. 

Nowadays, many teams will use their best goal scorers to defend a lead, 
on the grounds that they have the best chance of hitting the empty net 
from their own side of center. Not surprisingly, this year, Washington’s 
Alex Ovechkin leads the NHL with five empty-net goals, followed by the 
Oilers’ Connor McDavid and the Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov with four 
apiece. Minnesota’s leader is Marcus Foligno, with two empty-netters to 
his credit. 

Overall, Washington currently leads the NHL with 10 empty-net goals 
scored, with Calgary and Seattle tied for second at eight apiece. 

The all-time record for empty-net goals in a season was also set in 2018-
19 (408 goals in a 1,271-game schedule). 

Five years previously, (2013-14), only 223 empty-net goals were scored 
in a 1,230-game schedule. It jumped to 292 empty-net goals the following 
year and 368 the year after that (in the same number of games). 

So, a dramatic surge right around the middle of the last decade. 

Playing five skaters against six, Evason says he tends to go a little 
against the flow — and that the Wild rely mostly on “defensive-minded 
players — because they know better what to do defensively. When we 
defend five-on-six, we play a penalty-kill situation, with the extra guy in 
the middle of the ice. We want guys on the ice that understand that.” 

But Evason also acknowledges: “Our game has evolved to the point 
where, the checkers in the league aren’t just checkers anymore.” 

Another difference in Minnesota: Unlike some teams, Evason says the 
Wild have two groups of skaters that they can deploy in six-on-five 
situations. Their thinking is, if you’re pulling your goaltender with four or 
more minutes to go in the game, you cannot rely on six skaters to play 
that entire time. It’s just too taxing. 

“A lot of teams only have one group that they use,” said Evason, “but to 
put only one group on the ice for four minutes? It’s impossible. 

“For us, we’ll take the last timeout of the period and if we’re down by two 
— or three — and have a faceoff in the defensive zone, which is the 
perfect scenario, that’s when we’ll pull the goalie. But then we will make a 
change if there’s two minutes left (and haven’t scored). 

“We’ve even debated about what to do with a neutral-zone faceoff with 
30 seconds to a minute left. Do you put the goalie back in? We don’t. We 
still believe that we should leave the goalie out. Because we’ve got six 
people on the ice, six bodies to their five, we should be able to get to that 
puck and not allow that free shot.” 

The Russian perspective on empty-net strategy 

One final thought on empty nets (and further proof of how things can 
change and evolve over time): 

Former NHLer Sergei Fedorov now coaches CSKA of the KHL and in a 
game against Dynamo in December, he pulled his goalie during the 
three-on-three overtime period, giving his team a four-on-three 

manpower advantage, but also running the risk that if the puck were 
turned over, Dynamo would get a shot at a wide-open net. 

But the strategy worked — at 1:32 of OT, Nikita Nesterov wired a shot 
from the point and CSKA got a 3-2 win. And according to the KHL 
website, it was the second time in a week that CSKA pulled it off — 
they’d defeated Lokomotiv Yaroslavl in similar fashion on an overtime 
goal by Mikhail Grigorenko, when they went four-on-three in overtime 
and played without a goalie. 

Then in January, the KHL reported that Vityaz Podolsk turned the tables 
on CSKA, and successfully employed the tactic against Fedorov’s team. 

What’s fascinating is there was a time — in the 1970s — when the 
Russians wouldn’t pull the goalie at all, preferring to lose a game by a 
goal rather than give up an empty netter. 

Some of that had to do with the prevailing international tiebreaker of the 
time — goal differential, goals for and against, which sometimes could 
decide tournament and Olympic placing and world championship medals. 
If you’re concerned about goal differential, then it disincentivizes you 
from pulling your goalie. 

Some of it though simply had to do with optics. 

“What’s changed is, the win is more relevant than the score,” said 
Hitchcock. “I think that teams really believe they can come back.” 

Chances are no one would try Fedorov’s KHL gambit in the NHL 
because under NHL rules, if you pulled the goalie in three-on-three 
overtime and lost the game, you would forfeit the single “loser” point 
you’d already earned. The rule effectively disincentivizes an NHL team 
from doing so because the risk is so high. 

The KHL has no such rule — and considering how much fun that would 
be, if an NHL team actually tried to pull that stunt in OT, that could be a 
rule tweak the NHL should look at. Because whether you like it or not, the 
increasing aggressiveness of coaches in pushing for ties has done 
nothing but help the game get more exciting. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: We ranked, and found the most 
interesting player card, for each team 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Jan 14, 2022  

 

A new week, a new power rankings, a new chance for one fan base to 
turn the entirety of their anger towards two millennial dudes who were in 
a silly, goofy mood putting a numbered list together. 

The beauty of The Rankings is not the ranking itself, but the friends (and 
enemies) we make along the way. Hurricanes fans had their moment in 
the spotlight last week. This week allows a new fan base to show their 
true unhinged self, getting absolutely steaming mad online about their 
favorite hockey team being ranked a couple of spots lower than they 
wished. 

C’est la vie. 

To distract the, err, more passionate fans — this week’s edition is filled 
with pretty pictures from our new feature launched this week: statistical 
player cards. The catch? Sean — in his infinite hockey wisdom — went 
through each team, picking one something from a card that, at first 
glance (and maybe every glance after that), raised some eyebrows. 
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Whether that’s a welcome surprise or something that feels absolutely 
ridiculous, the most interesting ideas that come from analytics are the 
things we don’t know or don’t agree with. 

Either way, it’s a learning opportunity and it’s always fair to question 
some of its more curious outputs too. Those differences often lead to the 
best debates. Maybe the model is on to something. Maybe it’s on 
something. Either way, it should be fun. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 22-8-3 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

The card says: Andre Burakovsky grades out in the 90th percentile or 
better in every offensive category. 

Dom: He was a really nice get for Colorado a few years ago, back when 
the Avalanche were just a one-line team. He helped make them deeper 
and it’s because of his incredible efficiency. He may not be able to do it in 
a top-line role, but he can crush it in the middle six with great “per 60” 
numbers, which is what the percentiles were based on. 

Sean: See, this answer is reason enough to go through with this format in 
the first place. That makes sense. We’ve all liked Burakovsky for a long 
time, so including it isn’t meant as a knock on him, but helps to have it 
fleshed out a little more. This is just an ad for the player cards. How did I 
not realize it sooner? 

Dom: To be honest, after reading all of them I thought you’d have roasted 
me more — but I’ll take the ad campaign too. 

Sean: I’m a nice guy. You know this. Like, I saw the Hurricanes’ score 
earlier and had no reaction. Rough night at the office for those guys. 
Nothing more. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 25-9-5 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

The card says: Corey Perry has become a super-elite defensive player, 
which makes him worth $4.7 million on a $1 million AAV. 

Dom: Defence is tricky, but Perry has always been a great forechecker 
and now that he’s lower down the lineup that skillset is probably 
translating to less time in the defensive zone. He showed it last year in 
Montreal too, an interesting development at this stage of his career. The 
fact Perry is able to do that on a bargain bin deal is probably a great 
reason not to pay much for it though, especially on an elite team. 

Sean: I, probably more than most, have enjoyed Perry’s late-career pivot 
into mercenary mode. This bit of info is fun, because it suggests that it 
could go on a little longer. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Record: 24-7-5 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

The card says: Carter Verhaeghe has a market value of $9 million. 

Dom: Can you imagine the shitstorm if he actually signed for that much? 
Would be one of the funniest days on Twitter, as normal people say “I’m 

sorry, Carter Verwho got what?!” and nerds everywhere drop the RAPM 
chart and say “well, actually.” It’s always tricky to know what a player is 
when he comes out of nowhere and puts up elite numbers next to 
another elite player (the Mark Donk effect). Verhaeghe is great in his own 
right, but yeah this one is pretty funny. 

Sean: Fun fact for the readers — when we were dealing with the Player 
Tiers project back around Labor Day, Verhaeghe was way, waaaay up 
the initial list because we were using the model rankings as the default, 
then working around them. Dom, straightaway, was like “OK, Verhaeghe 
can exit the discussion.” It was then I knew that he was a man of 
integrity. Really nice player who fits great with Barkov, blah blah, but the 
added context here helps. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 23-9-3 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

The card says: Mitch Marner is actually underpaid. 

Dom: I figured this one was coming, ha. He’s not underpaid for what he’s 
done this season (2.5-win pace), but $11 million gets you about three 
wins on the open market, and that’s where his projected value is at when 
you look at this year and the two prior. The main argument though is that 
all-star players are underpaid and while Marner is technically worth the 
money, his market value ranks 36th in the league. He’s seventh in actual 
cap hit. 

Sean: It’s not so much that I disagree with the premise or anything you 
said — it’s that I wanted to draw attention to the whole deal. Sorry, 
buddy. 

Dom: As any reasonable person should. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 24-8-2 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 4 

The card says: Seth Jarvis is worth $6.9 million a season after playing 24 
games. 

Dom: Yeah, seems a little too certain that he’s a true top-six talent to be 
worth that much already. The model regresses players pretty heavily 
when their sample size is so small, but perhaps not enough. Good depth 
scoring guy though, wouldn’t you say? 

Sean: Gotta wait and see there. Not sold. 

Dom: A hot zero goals Thursday night for him and every other Hurricane 
that played as they lost 6-0 to the… *checks notes* 26th ranked 
Columbus Blue Jackets. Not ideal. Neither is this Game Score card. It’s 
rare to see one this lopsided. 

BLUE JACKETS & HURRICANES GAME SCORE LEADERBOARD. 

(VIA @HOCKEYSTATCARDS @NATSTATTRICK 
@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) PIC.TWITTER.COM/RXUUXCQNAW 

— BLUE JACKETS GAME BOT (@CBJGAMEBOT) JANUARY 14, 2022 

Sean: B-b-b-but they didn’t have Jaccob Slavin, you don’t understand! 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 21-10-5 

Last Week: 6 
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Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

The card says: Kris Letang, who some folks apparently expect to take a 
pay cut in the summer, already makes $4 million less than he should. 

Dom: This model has always had a massive crush on Letang. He looked 
like he was fading last season, but this year has been a nice renaissance 
season for him. Feels like that’s been a common theme for the older 
generation of defenders this season. 

Sean: The model has a crush on Kris Letang? Join the club. I loved 
seeing that, partially because I live in Pittsburgh and have spent the last 
eight years hearing people lose their minds over him. He’s irreplaceable 
on that team, and people are going to miss him when he’s gone. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 23-14-2 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

The card says: Mark Stone is … kinda bad defensively? Mediocre? Not 
great? What’s going on here? 

Dom: Four straight years of decline in that area if you check the history at 
the top. Really strange because it hasn’t even been his turn to win the 
Selke yet. Stone has the fifth-worst expected goals against rate among 
forwards on the team. I think that was from a cold start — or maybe a 
push towards playing higher event hockey. Since December he’s been a 
lot better. 

Sean: I can think of nothing funnier than Stone finally getting the votes, 
after however many years of disrespect, only to have folks like us say, 
“uhh, wait a second.” 

8. Boston Bruins 

Record: 21-11-2 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 7 

The card says: Patrice Bergeron has the lowest market value on The 
Perfection Line. 

Dom: He’s been better than David Pastrnak this year for sure. But I’ll still 
take Brad Marchand first overall in The Perfection Line draft. 

Sean: Yeah, I feel like over the past two seasons or so, the consensus 
has shifted to (and then stayed with) Marchand being the … primary 
engine for that line, I guess? There are three engines. Whatever. I’m not 
going to pick. 

Dom: Over the last three seasons the only two players with more points 
than Marchand are Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Plus he’s got an 
incredible two-way game. I don’t think he gets the credit he deserves for 
how good he is. And as he’s cut a lot of the cheap bullshit out of his 
game and leaned into the heel role, he’s become — dare I say it — pretty 
damn likeable? 

Sean: It’s OK for opposing fans to still hate Brad Marchand. 

9. Nashville Predators 

Record: 24-12-2 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

The card says: Nashville has some of the biggest bottom-six bargains in 
the league, led by Tanner Jeannot’s $4 million in surplus value. 

Dom: I didn’t even realize Jeannot was on a 50-point pace. Good for him. 

Sean: And good for the Preds, honestly. Their cards were interesting in 
general because it showed their big guns — Filip Forsberg, Matt 
Duchene, Roman Josi, et al — grading out really well, then had guys like 
Jeannot augmenting the whole deal. Maybe they’re better than I’ve been 
giving them credit for the last couple of months. 

Dom: Yeah, but then they lose 4-1 to Buffalo and our initial decision to 
have them firmly in the top 10 looks much shakier. We had to bump them 
down a peg. 

Sean: If there’s one thing I’ve learned from doing these, it’s that it’s 
impossible to overreact to a single game. **drops Carolina to 45th** 

Dom: The other thing I’ve learned is that we will rank teams before 
games and say “Yeah, they’ve been playing better, they deserve to move 
up.” And then they get smoked and our initial position was right all along. 

10. Washington Capitals 

Record: 20-8-9 

Last Week: 7 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

The card says: T.J. Oshie is still an $8 million player. 

Dom: Remember when everyone said that contract would be a disaster? 
It’s aged shockingly well and oh my god, Oshie is 35?! When the hell did 
that happen? 

Sean: It’s an age that, uh, sneaks up on the best of us. 

11. New York Rangers 

Record: 24-10-4 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

The card says: Ryan Lindgren is comfortably the Rangers’ second-most 
valuable defenseman. 

Dom: Are you thinking Jacob Trouba instead? 

Sean: No! He actually graded out better than I anticipated. The gap was 
just a little larger than I thought it’d be. That’s not much more than a 
backhanded compliment for Trouba, though. 

Dom: I thought Trouba could be a number one guy if given the role, but 
he’s the type that needs help. Luckily the Rangers had some guy named 
Adam Fox lying around to take the mantle and Lindgren seems to be a 
perfect defensive complement to him. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 22-10-5 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

The card says: Brayden Schenn’s contract could get ugly. 

Dom: The Blues keep winning and it’s coming even with some of their 
go-to players not quite looking the part. One of the main reasons my 
model doesn’t like the Blues is their five-on-five play being a bit suspect 
and Schenn seems to be a catalyst for that. 
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Sean: He’s another one, man. How is he 30 already? 

13. Calgary Flames 

Record:17-11-6 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

The card says: Blake Coleman — not overpaid. 

Dom: For this year anyways… Would be great if he could score higher 
than a 28-point pace. 

Sean: I feel like it’s going to happen at some point. For the Flames, it had 
better be soon. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 21-10-2 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

The card says: That Dom is the No. 1 Minnesota Wild fan. Lots of love 
here. 

Dom: It’s true. I sprinkled a lot of extra value all around because this is a 
team full of good boys. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Record: 18-13-2 

Last Week: 19 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

The card says: Tyler Seguin is in deep trouble. Just among his 
teammates, he’s providing $1.5 million less in value than Denis Gurianov. 

Dom: The point totals are already bad enough for his salary, but his five-
on-five numbers look even worse. He’s rocking a 43 percent expected 
goals rate this season, one of the worst figures on the team. 

Sean: Will Rick Bowness’ next fine be Seguin-related? You’ve got to wait 
and see. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 19-13-5 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

The card says: It’s early, but Phillip Danault is outperforming his contract. 

Dom: Like Coleman, the question was always about the term and 
whether either could keep living up to the money near the tail-end of the 
deal. In Year One, though, Danault has indeed been as good as 
advertised at five-on-five. 

Sean: I think I was just surprised to see a Canadiens-affiliated player not 
turn into a pumpkin. He got out while the gettin’ was good. 

Dom: It’s possible too that we underrated how much he meant to 
Montreal too. Neither of his former linemates has looked close to the 
same without him. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 18-14-2 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

The card says: Connor McDavid is a shitty defensive player but still worth 
$20 million. Also, Darnell Nurse has actually improved after signing an 
iffy contract. 

Dom: For reference, a max contract is $16 million, so even with terrible 
defensive value McDavid would still be a bargain on a max deal. He’s 
absurd. As for Nurse, his defensive game has dramatically improved this 
season and that puts him a lot closer to being worth his massive contract. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 17-12-5 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 18 

The card says: Kyle Connor? Exactly who we thought he was. 

Dom: The next Phil Kessel? 

Sean: An American winger who scores a bunch in a Canadian city where 
it’s impossible to win, then gets traded and wins a couple of Cups? 
Sounds good! 

Dom: Don’t forget “can’t play a lick of defense.” 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 16-17-3 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

The card says: Luke Schenn is their most cost-effective defenseman. 

Dom: Being in Tampa Bay taught him how to actually play defense after 
being billed as a shutdown guy in his draft year. 

Sean: I wanted to say something nice about Oliver Ekman-Larsson — 
while he hasn’t been good, he also hasn’t been that bad. There. Also, 
Elias Pettersson’s horrific start has already taken its toll on his card. 

Dom: Ekman-Larsson has been great defensively. It’s nice to see. 
Pettersson — oof. I think he started the year worth over three wins. He’s 
played at a 0.7-win pace. 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 19-13-7 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

The card says: That Sonny Milano really might be a long-term running 
mate for Trevor Zegras. 

Dom: It’s amazing how often a guy who looked like he wouldn’t amount 
to much ends up exceeding his potential in the right role. Milano has 
been a very welcome surprise in Anaheim and grades out as a legitimate 
top-line player this year. That might be a little spicy, but his chemistry 
with Zegras has been great. 

Sean: He’s a UFA after this season, too. Buddy is gonna get paid. Do us 
a favor and lock in the Milano-Zegras partnership long-term, please. 
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Dom: Did you see Zegras tried The Zegras again? It wasn’t to Milano 
though, so that’s why it didn’t work. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 20-17-1 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

The card says: Timo Meier, hockey god. 

Dom: Yeah, don’t think anyone would’ve pegged him to pace at 5.4 wins. 
That’s top three player caliber. 

Sean: I’m willing to bet that very few people know that Meier A) is a 5.4 
win guy and B) makes $6 million a year. 

Dom: He is this year and that’s pushed his projected value way up to the 
point that his contract is a definite steal. 

22. New York Islanders 

Record: 11-12-6 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

The card says: It’s time to break up “The Identity Line.” 

Dom: It’s probably not the best thing when your team’s entire identity 
hinges on the fourth line. 

23. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 16-17-5 

Last Week: 21 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

The card says: Dylan Larkin is a 1C, after all. 

Dom: But apparently not as good as Tyler Bertuzzi? 

Sean: See, you’re calling yourself out here. I was trying to avoid that. But 
yeah, that one’s word. Also, Lucas Raymond is the only guy on that line 
that doesn’t get “top line” designation. Can you explain that one? 

Dom: Someone has to do it! I need to be knocked down a peg 
sometimes. 

The designation at the top is just for ice-time, so that’s on the coach — 
not me. But his value at the bottom is on the fringe of it at this point and 
that’s because his defense is, well, rookie-like. He’ll get there. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 13-16-7 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 23 

The card says: Ryan Ellis’ injury issues may have screwed over the 
Flyers more than people realize. 

Dom: Losing your best defenceman is never easy, especially when your 
other best defenceman, Ivan Provorov, has no idea what to do without a 
decent partner. Of course, Philadelphia had to figure there was no way 
Ellis was playing all 82 games. 

Sean: Yeah, I think we’ve finally got our long-term answer on Provorov. 
It’s not terrible, but it’s not great, either. Looking at all that makes it easy 
to understand why the Flyers aren’t any good. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 14-18-5 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

The card says: We’ve probably got a couple of years left to argue about 
Seth Jones. He’s been really good this season; the see-saw ride 
continues. 

Dom: Jones: on pace for 1.8 wins. Dougie Hamilton: on pace for 1.2 
wins. Dom: in shambles. 

Sean: Apologize to the Hockey Men. 

Dom: Never. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 17-17-1 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 27 

The card says: That fans who started this season hoping for a bottom-out 
may yet get their wish. 

Dom: Well, when the cards are updated next week everyone should look 
a lot better after dunking on the Hurricanes. 

Sean: Ah yes, I keep forgetting that happened. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 14-18-5 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 26 

The card says: The Jack Hughes breakout is ON on. His projected GSVA 
on the season is up at 1.2, but he’s on pace for 2.6. 

Dom: That first number is the one most people would be familiar with and 
it would be difficult to wrap your head around given how strong he’s 
actually been this season. The pace he’s played at is the proof. 
Essentially, because Hughes’s first two seasons weren’t as strong the 
model remains a bit skeptical this breakout is for real after only 20 
games. Just watching him on any given night will confirm it though. 

Sean: You already mentioned the low-grade “L” Dougie has served up 
this season, so I didn’t have to go there. 

Dom: He’ll come back and be better. I hope. I recall his first season with 
Calgary not going super well either. 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 10-18-2 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 
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The card says: Thomas Chabot is a perfectly cromulent No. 1 
defenseman, which is apparently the most controversial statement 
anyone can make. 

Dom: I think the controversy is balancing how he played last year (bad) 
and this year (very good). That up-and-down play will lead to a wider 
range of takes where perfectly cromulent is definitely the most sensible. 

Sean: I realized a long time ago that “he’s fine” makes people really mad. 
Appears to be what we’ve got here. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 10-22-4 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

The card says: Philipp Grubauer and Chris Driedger have scissor-kicked 
their teammates into hell, but we knew that. How about that you were 
right about Jared McCann? 

Dom: I would’ve preferred to be right about the other 19 players and 
wrong about him rather than the current ratio. I think Yanni Gourde and 
Brandon Tanev are the only others who are performing as well as they 
were expected to before the season started. 

Sean: I’m sincerely happy to see you blame something other than the 
goaltending here. 

Dom: As someone who has Played The Game back in the day, there’s 
nothing more demoralizing than knowing your goalie cannot make a 
save. So I will still continue to blame the goalie for creating the vicious 
spiral. Thank you for coming to my TED Talk on how intangibles are an 
important factor in explaining Seattle’s lack of success. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 11-19-6 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

The card says: That Tage Thompson’s breakout might not be a mirage. 
He’s got some well-balanced numbers. 

Dom: Look at his 2018-19 numbers. He was awful. It’s nice to see him 
emerge as a solid top-six player. Buffalo fans deserve this win. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 8-23-3 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

The card says: Dale Tallon was right about Lawson Crouse when he took 
Crouse 11th overall in 2015. Maybe? No? Probably not. 

Dom: Well, he could’ve had Barzal, Connor or Kylington there… 

Sean: I heard the Bruins could’ve had all three. Not sure if that’s true. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 7-24-5 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank:  32 

Sean rank: 32 

The card says: Someone is going to overpay for Ben Chiarot. We knew 
that already, though. 

Dom: Nothing about David Savard being worth negative $900,000? To 
quote the greatest artist of our generation: 

Montreal truly is one of the funniest pages. Jeff Petry is on pace for SIX 
points (before finally scoring his first goal of the season Thursday night). 
Cole “Calder” Caufield playing at a minus-1.4 win pace. It’s all incredible. 

Sean: Yeah, I went soft on them. Honestly, I went soft on you. The cards 
are horrible and so are the Hurricanes. There. 

Dom: The Canes are more horrible though, right? 

Sean: And yet, less horrible than 27 other teams. Wild. 

Dom: I hope we talked about them enough this week. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Four NHL teams facing critical roster choices in 2022 

 

Rory BoylenJanuary 14, 2022, 3:43 PM 

 

The NHL trade deadline isn't until March 21 this season, so we're still a 
ways away from available players coming into full view, and when teams 
have to make the call: are they in, or out, and to what degree? 

Names are beginning to pop up in rumours, and we'll explore each one 
as they arise. Previously, we looked at John Klingberg, what he might be 
worth both on the trade market and on an extension, and also at what he, 
Mark Giordano and Jakob Chychrun would bring to any acquiring team. 

While teams do have a few weeks to really commit to any plans for this 
season, we can see big decisions coming on the horizon for a few. And 
these all aren't as simple as trading away an expiring contract -- instead, 
a lot of these choices are going to have long-term effects. 

If you're a trade hound, the Philadelphia Flyers might be the most 
interesting team in hockey right now. 

"The thing with Philly is, to me from what I've heard, the biggest question 
they have is, 'OK, what's the honest assessment of who we are? Where 
are we going here? We made some big moves and they still haven't paid 
off yet.'" Elliotte Friedman said on the Jeff Marek Show this week. 

The Flyers were on lists like this last year and then, after missing the 
playoffs, they made notable changes in the off-season. Ryan Ellis, Cam 
Atkinson and Rasmus Ristolainen were among those added, while long-
time Flyer Jakub Voracek was moved, along with assets and players 
you'd pool in the "futures" category. The Flyers were trying to win again 
this year. Even goalie Carter Hart, who had a miserable 2020-21 season, 
has looked a little more like himself at time this season. Usually 
stabilizing a shaky situation in net is good enough to fix problems, but not 
here. 

As the Flyers have been on a teeter-totter -- in the playoffs one year and 
out the next -- for a decade, this is looking more and more like the 
season they'll break that pattern and miss two in a row. It's such an odd 
situation. Two years ago, the Flyers were one win away from an 
appearance in the bubble semifinals. Ever since, they appear to have 
some deep-rooted issues. 

They attempted a fix those issues in the off-season and since that hasn't 
worked, more changes must be ahead. 

Marek & Friedman: What Do the Flyers’ Struggles Mean for Claude 
Giroux? 
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"I would bet that Giroux gets traded," Friedman said. "I just think they 
have to figure out between him and them where it's gonna go. I could see 
a situation where they say to him, 'OK, why don't you go chase a Cup 
this year and we'll figure it out all out.'" 

Giroux is their most notable pending UFA and a long-serving Flyer who's 
been a part of this core that hasn't been able to find consistency. He's 
also their leading scorer. 

Ristolainen, a pending UFA, seems a likely deadline mover months after 
the Flyers traded their 2021 first-rounder to get him. A few other depth 
defencemen could be in the same boat, but that's not going to fix the 
team. 

Real questions about the core have to be asked, and if there's a fatal flaw 
here, that demands a blockbuster approach. A new coach will have to be 
explored as well, while Mike Yeo continues with the interim tag. 

When Bob Clarke took to the Cam and Strick Podcast this week and 
levelled former Flyers GM Ron Hextall for his approach specifically to the 
2017 draft, it was seen as a defence of current GM Chuck Fletcher, and 
how he should be the one to see this transitional period through to 
whatever conclusion we end up at. 

The Flyers are broken, and when this team makes changes, historically 
they tend to be newsmakers. 

EDMONTON OILERS 

It's about time to react, but not over-react. That's when you get into 
trouble. 

Yes, the Edmonton Oilers are mired in a cold streak, losers of five 
straight and 11 of their past 13. And, yes, some of the issues plaguing 
them lately were entirely predictable. They were also first in the league 
by points percentage on Dec. 1, so the reality is that Edmonton's a team 
somewhere in between that. It's just not clear where, exactly. 

But it is becoming clearer by the day that wherever they actually fit in the 
landscape of the league, it's hard to think of them as a real contender. 

And here we sit, Leon Draisaitl, 26, Connor McDavid, 25, three and four 
years away, respectively, from free agency after this season. Like it or 
not, the clock is ticking. 

In theory, the Oilers should be all-in, and Ken Holland explained in his 
media conference this week that he's trying to be that. Signing Zach 
Hyman was an all-in move. Signing Tyson Barrie was an all-in move. Re-
signing Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Darnell Nurse for the long-term were 
all-in moves. 

Yet Edmonton sits 12th in the Western Conference. 

If you're going to be all-in with this team this season, that means you 
have to be a buyer because more than one area needs to be addressed. 
Depth scoring is the most apparent because without McDavid or Draisaitl 
on the ice, the Oilers are getting caved in. This is why they're in the 
Evander Kane sweepstakes, hopeful his on-ice production will expand 
their depth enough, off-ice issues be damned. 

Their goaltending was a risky proposition coming into the year and, voila, 
the 28th-ranked team in 5-on-5 save percentage needs to think about 
adding another. Mikko Koskinen is a backup and Mike Smith just can't 
stay healthy. Maybe Stuart Skinner helps here, and deserves a shot, but 
what are the odds he's the answer today? 

Of course, finding trades are easier said than done, and every GM knows 
Holland's situation. 

Trade season is mostly about rental players going from also-rans to 
playoff contenders, but how do the Oilers pay up for one if their spot in 
the standings is so precarious? The answer is they probably won't. 

"Why would I trade a first-round pick or one of our top prospects to have 
somebody give us a little bit of a boost and next year we have a press 

conference and you're asking me about more secondary scoring again?" 
Holland said at his presser. "The depth has to be built internally." 

The Oilers do have some intriguing young pieces. Evan Bouchard is 22 
with top-four upside and on the NHL roster right now. Dmitri Samorukov 
and Philip Broberg are coming on the blue line and, in the right deal, 
perhaps any of them could go. Dylan Holloway is a big scoring forward 
who just signed and Xavier Bourgault was their first-rounder last summer. 
That 2022 first-round pick is enticing, too. 

It's just that, for the Oilers to make a move of great consequence that 
really pushes ahead their Cup hopes, it seems that player would need to 
come with term. 

"Would I trade something if it's a hockey trade and you bring in someone 
for this year and beyond? That's a different story." 

Chychrun is a nice idea and would be a great get, but that's not really 
their most pressing need right now, and the belief is Edmonton isn't in on 
him. In the six goalie names we explored for the Oilers to target, a few of 
them have at least another year remaining on their contracts. Semyon 
Varlamov and Jake Allen, for instance, make a lot of sense on the 
surface. 

Holland is not one to rush things. He has always preached patience and 
development and that brought a ton of success in Detroit. And, usually, a 
team in 12th place needs its younger pieces for next year or the year 
after. 

Big trades for termed players more often happen in the off-season, and 
that puts the Oilers in a bind. How much more can they really buy into 
this season? While they're better than the current slump, Holland is going 
to have to do something with this team eventually and make another 
decisive move that helps them look and play more like a Cup contender. 
Does he take any great risk? Nibble around the edges? Move forth with 
status quo? 

If Holland slow-plays his hand and this season ends in early 
disappointment again, the off-season in Edmonton could get wild. Stay 
tuned. 

CALGARY FLAMES 

Forget about last week for a minute. The Calgary Flames have been a 
team worth buying into this season. 

Johnny Gaudreau has been fantastic, Andrew Mangiapane made Team 
Canada's NHL Olympic long list, team defence has been sound and the 
offence good on the rush and overall. Coach Darryl Sutter has seemingly 
got this thing on track. 

Here's how they've performed in some key stats at 5-on-5, with their 
league rank (via Natural Stat Trick): 

CF%  GF%  xGF%  HDCF%  SV% 

53.68 (4th)  53.6 (13th)  53.18 (6th)  53.49 
(10th)  .927 (8th) 

Now turn back the calendar to three straight losses in Florida, Tampa 
and Carolina by an aggregate 16-6. Looks bad, right? Not the results 
they wanted, but they did hang in at times and returned home with 
lessons learned. They'll get Florida again at the Saddledome next week 
with a chance to show a little push back. The dreadful loss to Ottawa 
Thursday is what gives you pause for thought: Were the Flames playing 
over their heads before and are now turning back into a pumpkin? 

Despite sitting outside of the playoffs Friday, Calgary remains second in 
the Pacific by points percentage, so all is not lost. GM Brad Treliving has 
ample time to really figure out how he wants to approach trades for this 
season, though he noted in a radio interview this week with Pat Steinberg 
that he expects to be in a position to add. 

"There's certainly areas we've identified that we would like to (address) -- 
you always look internally first. Is there ways to address things 
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internally?" Treliving said. "Certainly, it would be my intention to help my 
team, to add to it." 

When Calgary starts making up its 10 postponed games in February, 
we'll begin to get a good idea of how big or small any of those moves will 
be. But Calgary's biggest decisions in the coming months will be away 
from the rental market and have more chance for lasting effects. 

Gaudreau was seemingly half-way out the door after last season, with 
the team failing to make the playoffs and the core looking stale. It would 
be easy to move on from that piece since his contract expires in 2022 -- 
he could have been a trade candidate this season if the Flames were out 
of it. 

Matthew Tkachuk, too, is in for a payday as he hits the RFA market again 
this summer. His last negotiations hit a stalemate and his brother Brady 
had Senators fans biting their nails before a deal was reached. It's the 
Tkachuk way. 

The thing is, so much of how the Flames proceed from here with this 
core will be influenced by what they do in the playoffs, if they get there. 
The reason such big changes seemed possible before the puck dropped 
on 2021-22 is because this current group was either failing to get to the 
playoffs, or not performing well enough once they got there. 

Gaudreau is having a monster season, and so maybe it makes sense to 
extend him now. But if you sign him early and then the team loses in 
Round 1 and he has another disappointing performance, you're back 
where you started. If you wait to sign him and then the team wins a round 
or two and he ends up as your leading scorer? At that point he might 
rather test the market. 

Decisions, decisions. 

Boy oh boy, what a difference a season makes. 

At last year's deadline, Ryan Getzlaf's name was the surprising late 
addition to the rumour mill as he played out his final contract season. 
Made sense -- ageing vet on a rebuilding team not getting positive 
results, maybe he'd be open to another shot at the Cup. It didn't end up 
happening and Getzlaf re-signed with the team, but now we're looking at 
a young Ducks squad that's second in the Pacific and with a real chance 
to return to the playoffs. 

The kids have driven this mostly. Troy Terry, Trevor Zegras and Sonny 
Milano are the top three scorers for an offence that's finally showing 
some life after a couple of years at or near the bottom of the league. 

But the vets are still contributing. Getzlaf is having a nice bounce-back 
year. Rickard Rakell, though not producing at an improved rate, occupies 
a spot on the top line on an affordable contract. Kevin Shattenkirk is their 
highest-scoring defenceman and Hampus Lindholm is still a quietly 
excellent shutdown defender. 

The temptation might be there to hand the reins over to the next 
generation, but doing so too quickly could have an adverse effect. At the 
same time, Anaheim has a number of expiring contracts they'll have to 
make decisions on. 

Lindholm, for one, would probably bring back a solid return if they were to 
move him ahead of the deadline, but he's their top even-strength minutes 
eater and a reliable player. Rakell and Getzlaf both could be UFAs in the 
summer, and while Getzlaf took one pay cut to stay and may just prefer 
to finish his career in Anaheim, Rakell may be worth letting go of -- so 
then do you trade him in-season or hang on to see where this all goes? 

On top of all this, the Ducks have an interim GM in Jeff Solomon calling 
the shots. What vision will the new GM have and how long will it take to 
find him? 

Or, when he does get to Anaheim, will Solomon have made some of 
these calls already? 
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Sportsnet.ca / For Oilers goaltender Skinner, the job is his for the taking 

 

Mark Spector 

January 14, 2022, 5:45 PM 

 

EDMONTON — This time feels different — for a lot of reasons. 

Stuart Skinner isn’t stepping into the Edmonton Oilers net on Saturday 
night as the local kid who is getting an NHL shot with his childhood team, 
the way he did a year ago in that sloppy, 8-5 Canadian Division win over 
the Ottawa Senators. 

He’s come and gone twice since then, and arrives for Saturday’s Hockey 
Night in Canada start as a different goalie. He is standing at the very 
intersection of preparation and opportunity, and set to grab it against 
those same Sens in a half-full Rogers Place Saturday. 

How good is the opportunity? The Edmonton Oilers are absolutely 
desperate at the goalie position, at this very moment. 

Mike Smith is hurt — again — and out for a week or two. Or, at age 39, 
three months. 

Mikko Koskinen is no different than he’s ever been: an inconsistent, slow-
starting rebound machine who you have to believe has lost every shred 
of faith or allegiance that may have existed with his teammates. 
Seriously, NHL players know when other players are part of the answer 
or part of the problem, and Koskinen can only be defined as one side of 
that equation. 

Then there’s the preparation angle. 

Skinner just happens to be sporting a 1.96 goals-against average, a .925 
save percentage and a 6-0 American League record. He’s never played 
better, and is ready for an Oilers job that is wiiiiiide open. 

“I don’t know how long this is going to be — I don’t think anybody knows,” 
he said, when asked where he’ll stay while in town. “I’ll just stay at the 
hotel. Day by day.” 

Skinner was, of course, born and raised here in Edmonton. But the new-
car smell has left his story. Now, he’s just a very good AHL goalie with a 
few cups of coffee in the NHL, walking into a situation that absolutely 
could not be any more opportunistic. 

It’s different, this time around. To his head coach Dave Tippett, that’s 
about “earned opportunities.” 

“Probably his first opportunity, I remember we’d played Kosky 10 in a 
row. We said, ‘We’ve got to give Kosky a rest,’ so I wouldn’t say that was 
an earned opportunity by Skinner. Now he’s come back and he’s earned 
this opportunity,” said Tippett. “So, is it different in that way? Sure it is. 

“He’s more mature and he’s more NHL ready. I think he’s earned that 
opportunity.” 

Look — who knows with goalies, right? 

The Calgary Flames once plucked a farmhand named Miikka Kiprusoff 
off San Jose’s farm team, and the man we called Turku Broda went on to 
become perhaps the best goaltender in franchise history. Then, a few 
years later, they had three blue-chip prospects in their system at the 
same time. The Flames could not have been more well prepared — 
except for one issue. 

None of them played. 

Edmonton hasn’t drafted and developed a starting goalie in forever. Who 
knows how Skinner’s story ends, but it appears he has mastered the AHL 
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level, and arrives in E-town this time around as a guy who believes he 
can stick. 

“Definitely,” said Skinner, the 23-year-old with the Glenn Anderson 
moustache. “Now, coming up, I know through my experiences how the 
game is played and what it takes to win games up here. That just gives 
me more confidence to come up here and play.” 

In Edmonton’s first 21 games this season, the Oilers had a .915 team 
save percentage. In the past 13 games, that number has plummeted to 
.877. 

This team needs to play a stingier brand of defensive hockey — no 
question. But it also needs a goalie it can believe in and count on, which 
rules out Koskinen and Smith, respectively. 

How do you improve your goals against, your save percentage and your 
defensive play? 

“You try to work on all of them together,” Tippett said. “If you play well in 
front of the goalie, hopefully his saves percentage goes up. You take less 
penalties? Hopefully, the goalie’s saves percentage goes up. You’ve got 
to play well in front of your goaltender, but he has to play well also. 

“Goals against is a team stat. It’s not a goaltending stat.” 

The other place that the deep analytics show Edmonton lacking is in front 
of the net. The Oilers get owned at net front, and that’s a problem. 

“That comes down to three things,” Tippett said. “It’s boxing out to not let 
a guy get in there. It’s doing the job if they do get there. And give up less 
rebounds.” 

Skinner can be a part of that last solution. 

And every other solution in this city right now, where hockey fans are 
dying to have a goalie they can count on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sutter points to Flames' defensive issues as root cause of 
team's struggles 

 

Eric Francis 

January 14, 2022, 9:03 PM 

 

It was exactly six weeks ago the Calgary Flames punctuated a dramatic 
win in Anaheim with a short flight to Vegas where they eventually tucked 
themselves into bed atop the NHL standings. 

Yes, first place overall. 

They’ve won two games since. 

A tailspin that has seen the club lose eight of its last ten may have hit a 
new low Thursday night when the lowly Ottawa Senators pumped the 
Flames 4-1 in front of a small, less than enthused crowd of hungry, thirsty 
patrons. 

We’d call it rock bottom if not for the fact their next attempt to climb out of 
this hole comes Tuesday against the Florida Panthers – a juggernaut that 
recently contributed to the Flames' misery by pumping six goals past the 
once-defensively sound visitors. 

Despite their stellar start to the season, the Flames now sit on the 
outside of the playoff picture. 

Sure, they have three or four games in hand on most teams above them, 
but the reality is that the Flames are third in the wild card race, fifth in 

their division and 17th in the league with a rapidly declining 17-11-6 
record. 

Many are suggesting their woes revolve around the team’s utter lack of 
secondary scoring – an issue overshadowed earlier in the season by the 
stellar play of its top line and a structure that made their goalies look like 
Vezina candidates with a forecheck that kept the puck out of Calgary’s 
zone. 

Darryl Sutter sees the problem differently. 

One day after questioning the team’s emotional engagement, Sutter 
identified what he thinks the problem has become. 

Not surprisingly, it revolves around the goals against. 

“If you (look at it) over the course of the season, we’re scoring three 
goals a game, and you’re going to go through stretches where you’re 
only going to score two,” said Sutter, whose club’s troubles at both ends 
of the rink of late has seen them outscored 20-7 through their four-game 
losing skid. 

“So the biggest factor for me in all that is not goals scored, but I would 
say it’s the four, six, four and six goals scored against in those games. 

“I’ve said this so many times, this organization was way out of whack in 
terms of what it would take to (be successful). 

“It was automatic from outside the organization they were going to win 
two rounds and the way they were going to do it was to outscore the 
opponent. Now, whenever the team struggles, the question is, ‘how come 
you can’t score?’ That’s sort of going back to where you were.” 

As Sutter points out, it’s wrong to suggest the team’s scoring woes stem 
from being limited by what some people erroneously dub as a defence-
first system. 

The focus is on puck pursuit and dogged forechecking that keeps the 
puck in the opposition’s side of the ice, forces turnovers and creates 
scoring chances, when done well. 

“The structure of our team – look at Johnny (Gaudreau), look at Matthew 
(Tkachuk), look at Lindy (Elias Lindholm) – it has allowed them to be 
more productive because if you can play in the o-zone more and have 
the puck more, and you have the ability to score, you’re going to,” said 
Sutter. 

“Some of (the scoring issues) are personnel-related, but a lot of it has got 
to do with maximizing your skillset. There are some experienced players 
here that are clearly not (Maximizing their skillset.)” 

There have been endless disruptions, postponements, a Covid shutdown 
and so many more obstacles they’ve had to deal with. 

But at the end of the day, they’ve simply gotten away from the identity 
they spent the first two months of the season building. 

“Our jump isn’t there as much as it was the start of the season,” said the 
Flames’ recently-named all-star game representative, Johnny Gaudreau, 
when asked to pinpoint what’s been missing from their game of late. 

“I think we’re not burying our chances when we have opportunities. I 
think the past four, five games we’ve had one goal, two goals, one goal, 
zero goals. We need to create a little more offence and we’ve got to be 
smarter in our defensive zone. 

“We played against some good teams, but at the end of the day you’ve 
got to be better in your own zone. You’ve got to help out your 
goaltenders a lot more than we have the past few games. 

“Everyone needs to look in the mirror and come to work, and play better 
and find a way to put the puck in the net.” 

And keep it out, which could be even more problematic if Jacob 
Markstrom is still battling an ailment as many suspect. 
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He missed practice “for maintenance” Friday after missing a start the 
previous week for not being 100 per cent, according to Sutter. 

Of late he hasn’t been as solid as he was to start the season, but he’s 
still the most important player the franchise has moving forward this 
season. 

When on his game, he can mask the mistakes the group in front of him 
makes. 

He hasn’t done that of late. 

“We’ve given up too many scoring chances, too many goals against,” 
said Mikael Backlund of the team’s biggest issue. 

“In this league, you can’t give up four, or hardly three to win. 

“We know we’re a hard team to play when we play the right way - when 
we do check and we do play aggressive and be hard to play against. 
When we know we’re only going to give up one or two goals a game. 

“That’s the way we’ve got to win, and we haven’t done that lately.” 

ANYONE WANNA BUILD A RINK? 

Several weeks after the deal for a new Event Centre with the Flames was 
dissolved, Calgary city councillors spent two days dissecting where 
things went wrong and how the city might be able to get back to the 
business of trying to build such important infrastructure. 

They voted to find a third party who could see if the Calgary Flames 
ownership group had any interest in reopening talks for a possible 
partnership, or if another party might be interested in partnering with the 
city to build a place to house the Flames. 

That unnamed third party will report back to city council with their findings 
Mar. 8. 

The move drew no immediate response from the Flames. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Trade candidates: What Giordano, Chychrun, 
Klingberg bring to teams 

 

Shayna GoldmanJanuary 14, 2022, 11:45 AM 

 

Between now and the trade deadline, there are going to be developing 
stories around the league about available players and where they might 
go. So, we’ll build on the reporting by giving insight into what these 
players on the block can do and what an acquiring team will be adding to 
their lineup. 

Jakob Chychrun 

Jeff Marek reported on the trade market for Chychrun last weekend, 
noting Arizona would be looking for a “young player, a high-end prospect, 
plus a first-round pick” in exchange. 

Most teams should kick the tires on Chychrun. It’s rare to find a defender 
in or near the prime of their careers on the market -- especially while 
signed to such a cost-effective deal. He has another three full seasons at 
a reasonable cap hit of $4.6 million. 

It’s easy to write him off for being a minus-29 on the season, but that 
doesn’t give nearly enough insight into the player he is. It’s been far from 
a perfect season for the Coyotes, and that environment is tough for most 
to thrive in. A look back to just last season gives a more accurate view of 
who Chychrun is -- an effective two-way defenceman. 

His stick work on both ends of the ice shined last year. On a team that 
sorely needed the help, the defender blocked passes and retrieved loose 
pucks to help limit chances against. Plus he showed the ability to bring 
the puck into the offensive zone with control. 

There, the standout of his game was obviously his shot, which he 
converted with 18 times. He primarily generated shots from the left point, 
but moved up when the opportunity arose, and was able to connect from 
in tight as well. 

After shooting just over 10 per cent last year, it’s no surprise Chychrun’s 
regressed this season in the scoring department. That said, this much of 
a decline in his game wasn’t anticipated (two goals in 26 games). Then 
again, look at the team around him. That’s why a trade should help him 
find more support and put him in a position to rebound. 

Chychrun’s a match for young clubs hoping to be playoff teams in the 
near future (like Anaheim) because he won’t just help a team right now, 
but potentially long-term as well. On a weak Coyotes team, he was the 
clear No. 1. On a contender, he could easily slot in anywhere in the top-
four. 

John Klingberg 

Chychrun isn’t the only defender with offensive upside on the trade 
market. There’s also Klingberg of the Stars. However, their situations are 
quite different. 

The 29-year-old Klingberg is a pending unrestricted free agent, with his 
team-friendly seven-year, $4.25 million contract expiring. As Marek 
reported, he’s looking for something in the range of eight years and $63 
million; if the Stars can’t meet that it is believed Klingberg’s camp would 
prefer a change of scenery. 

Whether it’s merely as a rental ahead of Klingberg reaching unrestricted 
free agency for the first time in his career, or a home looking to extend 
him long-term, an acquiring team would be adding a top-four 
defenceman who can move the puck and quarterback a top power play. 

The Stars’ back thrives at moving the puck up the ice. Not only does he 
bring the puck out of the defensive end with possession often, his 
attempts are generally successful. And his efforts don’t stop there; he 
can be counted on to get the puck over the blue line and into the 
offensive zone with control, too. 

While he’s not the most frequent shooter, Klingberg sets up his 
teammates with his passing both at even strength and on the power play. 
Thanks to his ability to thread the puck to the slot, the team takes a high 
rate of quality chances while Klingberg’s deployed. 

Like Chychrun, Klingberg is probably not the No. 1 on a contending team 
-- especially not in the long term as he’s already 29 and his next contract 
(if he gets the term he’s looking for) will trend into the eventual downslide 
of his career. That said, he’s a key source of offence from the blue line 
who can bolster a team’s top-four. And on a squad that isn’t as deep, he 
could easily slot right on to the top pair. 

Mark Giordano 

To round out today’s runthrough of potentially available defenders at the 
deadline, there’s Giordano in Seattle. Elliotte Friedman wrote that it’s 
unlikely he stays with the Kraken through the deadline, since he has 
value as a rental. He’s in the final year of a six-year contract that carries 
a $6.75 million cap hit and has some control over his future with a 
modified no-trade clause. 

At this point in his career, he’s logging slightly less ice time from years 
past -- down from an average in the 25-minute range to this year’s 21:04 
in all situations. His offensive impact isn’t as strong as seasons past 
either, though this year, the Kraken’s weaknesses in the offensive zone 
are a team-wide issue and likely don’t help his case. But the lefty can be 
counted on for his high-volume shooting from the point. 

While Giordano doesn’t lead defenders in denying opponents from 
entering the offensive zone, he does help keep the opponent to the 
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outside; Seattle doesn’t allow a high rate of slot shots against when he’s 
on the ice. One way he keeps shots from reaching those areas is his 
willingness to get in front of those attempts and block shots at a high 
rate. When those shots do go on net, count on Giordano to jump on 
loose pucks to limit rebound opportunities against. 

That’s why at 5-on-5, the Kraken aren’t expected to allow a high rate of 
goals against (2.05 per 60) when accounting for shot quality (and not 
goaltending) when the Flames’ former captain is deployed. 

That all translates to shorthanded situations, where he helps close 
passing lanes and limit quality looks directed at the Kraken net. 

Expectations do have to be reasonable for the 38-year-old, but he’s 
shown that he can still be effective at this point in his career and add 
stability to a blue line. It will help, however, to ensure he has a strong 
partner on his next club, like he has with Jamie Oleksiak through much of 
the season in Seattle. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Instead of rust, Senators exhibit joy and relief in 
memorable return to action 

 

Wayne ScanlanJanuary 14, 2022, 11:20 AM 

 

There were so many firsts for the Ottawa Senators in their 4-1 win over 
the Calgary Flames on Thursday, it’s hard to know where to begin. 

• First – it was the Senators' initial victory of 2022, in just their second 
game of the calendar year. 

• Ottawa scored its first goal of 2022. 

• Matt Murray, the beleaguered well-paid goaltender, recorded his first 
win of the season. 

• Nick Paul, who normally ‘does it all,’ but this season has struggled to 
find his form, had his first two-goal game of the season, and very nearly 
had a hat-trick. 

In the Senators' first game since Jan. 1, a 6-0 blowout in Toronto, they 
figured out how to prepare for a match without really knowing when that 
game would be. Before that New Years date, Ottawa hadn’t played since 
Dec. 18 in Philadelphia. 

This western swing was supposed to start with a game in Vancouver on 
Jan. 8 and then Edmonton on Jan. 10. Both were postponed, leaving the 
Sens to practice all week in Alberta, leading up to Thursday at the 
Scotiabank Saddledome. The Oilers game will be made up Saturday 
night. 

Instead of rust, the Senators exhibited a sense of joy and relief to finally 
be playing. After an early goal by Paul that surprised Flames goaltender 
Jacob Markstrom, the Senators settled in for a very tidy road win, with a 
few key saves by Murray, especially in the first period. 

The Senators clearly won the hunger game over Calgary. 

“We had good battles in practice and that work ethic was still there 
(against the Flames),” Paul said. “It paid off.” 

“We’ve been working our ass off in practice,” added winger Connor 
Brown. “It’s not easy to be preparing for games and getting them 
cancelled game after game. It takes a lot of mental toughness. I think we 
learned from that Toronto game.” 

Brown set up Paul’s second goal in the first period, which Paul finished 
on a gorgeous backhand deke. It was mildly reminiscent of the overtime 

goal scored by Paul from Brown in Canada’s gold medal win at the 2021 
world championships. 

“Pauly was all over the ice, he was dancing,” Brown said. “When the big 
boy is feeling it, you get him the puck.” 

It was a big night for Paul, a veteran on an expiring contract, filling in for 
No. 2 centre Tim Stützle who missed the game while on the COVID-19 
protocol list. The line of Paul at centre, with Brown and Alex Formenton 
on the wings, was easily Ottawa’s best. They finished with seven points 
as a group. Brown capped off the night with a third-period breakaway 
goal on a fierce burst of speed with a neat five-hole finish. 

Drake Batherson, named the Senators' only All-Star representative 
earlier in the day, scored the Senators’ other goal, from a ridiculously 
sharp angle. He banked the puck in off Markstrom’s mask and into the 
top corner, or “pocky” Batherson called it while mic'd up for practice this 
week. 

If it was a big night for Paul, it was massive for Murray, the $6.25M goalie 
who came into the game with an 0-6-0 record, a stint in the minors and 
two trips to the Covid protocol list – one while with Ottawa, the other with 
AHL Belleville. 

“Matt Murray was really good, he saw the puck all night and he just 
looked really confident,” said head coach D.J. Smith, after bursting into 
the room to present Murray with the player of the game award. 

Murray was cool under fire, making 27 saves for his first win. He was just 
as cool afterward, implying it was just a matter of time before his hard 
work paid off. 

Murray said that while he personally felt good, he has felt fine all year 
(discounting a couple of injuries and Covid quarantines, that is). 

“It was good to get the result,” he said. “I’ve been battling and not getting 
results. It felt good for sure.” 

The players in front of Murray wanted that win for him, especially after 
not supporting Murray in the 6-0 blowout by the Leafs. This time, the 
effort was there, and the early goal by Paul was critical to get some 
confidence back. 

“When he has that energy,” Paul said of Murray, “we want to play for 
him.” 

“He’s a world-class goalie and he’s starting to find his form,” Brown 
added. 

Murray was thrilled by the support he received, tipping a cap to 
defencemen who cleared pucks and “didn’t force anything.” Erik 
Brannstrom had a strong outing. Rookie Jacob Bernard-Docker survived 
a couple of hiccups in a game played in front of a lot of family and 
friends. 

“We were pretty dialled in all night,” Murray said. “That was probably one 
of the best games we’ve played all year.” 

Smith concurred. 

“We had legs tonight for sure. We were jumping, we were shooting, we 
were on pucks, we were above, we didn’t take a lot of penalties and let 
their top-end guys get into the game,” Smith said. “And when we did 
make mistakes, Murr was there to save it.” 

All in all, the Senators provided their fans with a game that was worth 
waiting for – just their second game since mid-December. Not knowing 
how their conditioning might be, they focused on some strong early shifts 
and got into the mix quickly. 

“As a group we really stuck together,” Paul said. “We just knew the first 
two shifts, we had to play as hard as we could and take it from there,” 
said Paul. “It was a pretty good outcome.” 

No argument there, except from the Flames. 
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TSN.CA / With pep in his step, Marner eager to start scoring again 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at the Ice Den in Scottsdale, Ariz., on Friday before flying to St. 
Louis for Saturday night’s game against the Blues. 

Following a positive COVID-19 test last week, Mitch Marner passed the 
time in quarantine by playing virtual reality games. On Saturday night in 
St. Louis, the dynamic winger gets back to the real deal.  

"I'm good to go," he said after Friday's practice. "It's just unfortunate to 
miss all that time. My mindset is getting back to game shape and getting 
ready to play a lot of games in not a lot of days." 

Due to a shoulder injury, all the pandemic postponements and his case 
of COVID, Marner has played just two games since Dec. 2. He played on 
Jan. 1 and Jan. 5 in Toronto before entering the NHL's COVID protocol 
on Jan. 7.  

The 24-year-old rejoined the team for Friday's practice and was back in 
his usual spot on the right side of the top line alongside centre Auston 
Matthews and left winger Michael Bunting. 

"He looked good," Matthews said. "He had a lot of pep, a lot of energy. I 
think he really missed the guys. It's never easy to just pop back in and 
start going again after a little bit of time off, but if anybody can bounce 
back and be as much as himself as possible it's definitely him."  

"He actually looks a little bit refreshed," observed Leafs head coach 
Sheldon Keefe. 

The coach pointed out that Marner and Pierre Engvall, who also rejoined 
the team on Friday after being in the COVID protocol, were able to skate 
a couple times in Toronto before travelling south for the Leafs’ road trip.  

"Both guys appear to be ready and talking to them they both feel good," 
Keefe said.  

Marner is averaging 20 minutes and 47 seconds of ice time per game. 
He has recorded 21 points in 26 games, but didn't hit the scoresheet in 
the last two games he played.  

"I liked my last two games, to be honest," Marner said. "I know I didn't put 
points up or whatever, but we won the games. I felt like I was doing the 
right things. I was in the right spots. I had chances." 

One area that Marner does want to improve on moving forward: goal 
scoring. He has six tallies on the season and hasn't lit the lamp in six 
games (since Nov. 21 when he had two goals against the New York 
Islanders).  

"It's something I always talk about is just making sure I'm a threat to 
score," he said. "I know I can score. I've done it a lot of times and I got to 
make sure I get that mindset that I can score. I can be that threat and 
that's what I got to start bringing out in games more."  

A shoulder injury, pandemic postponements and his own COVID-19 case 
have held Mitch Marner to just two games played since December 2. The 
Maple Leafs' forward is eager to get back to work and continue where he 
left off. 

The return of Marner and Engvall comes as the Leafs get thrown another 
COVID curve ball. Defenceman Justin Holl and forwards Ondrej Kase 
and Nick Ritchie entered the COVID protocol on Friday as Toronto 
prepared for a fourth straight road game.   

"Despite the fact we've been in the sun a bit and enjoying these great 
cities and great climates, the road trip starts to pile on you a bit," Keefe 
noted. "We're changing time zones for the third or fourth time on this trip 
and Mitch comes in with lots of energy and is excited to get playing so I 
think that will help." 

The Leafs have had 17 different players in COVID protocol since Dec. 
17.  

"It's unfortunate, but with how things are going right now it's going to 
catch up to us eventually," Marner said. "I was a little nervous just 
thinking I would catch it eventually and obviously it caught up to me. I 
had a sore throat before I tested positive and I was nervous about that. I 
was talking to [head athletic therapist] Paul [Ayotte] about it and I said I 
thought I was going to pop. He texted me the next morning and said, 
'You're right, you popped.'" 

Kase skated in Marner's spot on the top line in the last two games. He 
usually plays with David Kampf and Ilya Mikheyev on the third line. 
Engvall took that spot at Friday's practice.  

With Holl out, Timothy Liljegren will move up to the second defence pair 
alongside Jake Muzzin. 

"Just a natural fit with the right shot," Keefe explained. "But also he's 
played there and done a good job for us. You forget that before we got 
into this mess before Christmas with COVID, Timothy was playing 
comfortably in the top four wth Jake and doing a really good job." 

Liljegren returned to the Leafs lineup on Wednesday in Arizona skating 
alongside Travis Dermott on the third pair. It was his first game since 
Dec. 14.   

"First period I tried to get my legs back and did a couple mistakes, but as 
the game went on I played solid," Liljegren said. "Not my best game by 
any means, but it was OK." 

The biggest challenge after the long layoff?    

"Just getting your timing back, your gap control, suff like that," the 22-
year-old Swede said. "In the first period my gap wasn't great. I worked 
my way back in the second and third." 

Liljegren missed time after entering the COVID protocol on Dec. 29.  

"It's been a slow process to get him back up and running again and 
feeling good," Keefe said. "The timing of this works for Liljegren in the 
sense that he's had a game now and can build on that and get back to 
playing how he was."  

While Mitch Marner and Pierre Engvall returned to the Maple Leafs from 
protocol, three more players were added in Ondrej Kase, Justin Holl and 
Nick Ritchie. Mark Masters has more on the news and how it will affect 
Toronto's lineup for Saturday's game in St. Louis. 

In his first full season as an NHL starter, Jack Campbell has earned his 
first invitation to the all-star game.  

"I had a good feeling about it, of course, statistically speaking, but you 
never really know," said Campbell, who is 18-5-3 with a .935 save 
percentage this season. "I was definitely thinking about it a little bit 
yesterday." 

General manager Kyle Dubas, assistant general manager Brandon 
Pridham and goalie coach Steve Briere delivered the good news on 
Thursday as the Leafs enjoyed a day off in the desert.   

"It was pretty cool," said Campbell. "I was coming back with a few of the 
guys from working out and Steve Briere came up to me. He was actually 
in a golf cart from the hotel and it was kind of funny. He came up with 
Kyle and Brandon. They both pulled me aside and talked to me about it. 
That was really cool and something I'll never forget." 

Campbell's rise has been one of the feel-good stories in hockey over the 
last year. The 11th overall pick in the 2010 draft, Campbell struggled 
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early in his career. Now, at age 30, he's living up to the potential he 
showed during a stellar junior career.  

"It's something that people can look at and learn from," said Matthews, 
who will captain the Atlantic Division All-Star Team in Las Vegas. "He's 
been through a lot of adversity. No one route is the same. Obviously, his 
took a bit longer and was a bit of a winding road, but he's here now and 
that's life sometimes. It speaks to the mental fortitude that he has and the 
commitment and passion to be the best version of himself." 

"I've always had the belief I can do what [I'm] doing right now," Campbell 
said. "It's nice to get a little bit of the results and, you know, get to the all-
star game, but it's really just the beginning. I know I can be a lot better 
and that's what I'm working towards." 

Campbell, per his nature, was quick to credit others for helping him get to 
this spot.  

"My family has stuck with me my whole career and been so supportive so 
it's a big moment for my family," the Michigan native said. "A credit to the 
team and how well they've played in front of me all year."  

Campbell's positive personality and friendly demeanour make him a 
popular teammate.  

"Jack's been our rock," said Marner. "He really has. He's made a lot of 
unbelievable saves. He's won us a lot of games. He's so deserving of 
this. He's one of the best people in hockey and probably the world, to be 
honest. It's great to see he got the recognition he deserves." 

Campbell gets first All-Star nod at age 30 

Jack Campbell will make his first career All-Star appearance this year at 
the age of 30. He talks about the accomplishment and his teammates 
explain why it's well deserved, especially after his journey to the NHL. 

Campbell has carried the load for the Leafs all season. He's played in 27 
of the team's 35 games.  

The expectation was Toronto would employ a tandem system this year, 
but Petr Mrazek has missed significant time with a groin injury. On 
Wednesday in Arizona, the Czech native played his first game since Dec. 
11.  

"I felt pretty good out there," Mrazek said. "Early on I didn't have many 
shots, but I think I managed well." 

Mrazek allowed two goals on 18 shots as the Leafs fell 2-1 to the 
rebuilding Coyotes.  

"We needed one more big save," Keefe said bluntly after the game. "We 
need to get a save on one of them. Pick whichever one you'd like. 
Probably the second one. We need to get a save on that one, I think." 

Mrazek, who was playing just his fourth game of the season, was quick 
to admit he made a mistake on the play that led to the game-winning goal 
by Ryan Dzingel. 

"I tried to poke check and that was the main reason that I didn't get to 
him," he said. "I could easily just wait and move over, but I just missed 
that poke check." 

Keefe highlighted the fact Mrazek made a big save on Phil Kessel when 
the Coyotes had a two-on-one chance.  

"Goalies can't get wins when you only score one goal," Keefe added. 
"The game is not on him by any means."  

'We needed one more big save': Mistimed poke check costs Mrazek in 
return 

In his first game since Dec. 11, Petr Mrazek allowed two goals on 18 
shots as the Leafs lost in Arizona. "We needed one more big save," 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. "Goalies can’t get wins when you only score 
one goal. The game is not on him by any means." Mrazek admitted that 
he made a mistake by attempting a poke check on what turned out to be 
the game-winning goal. 

The Leafs have faded in all three third periods on this road trip.  

"Our group looked tired again," Keefe said after the loss in Arizona. "In 
that third period, it seemed like we hit a wall there and stopped playing 
for a good chunk of time. No life. No energy on our bench at a time when 
we needed it. That, to me, is a sign of fatigue. It makes me start to 
wonder about our conditioning and where we are at there."   

The coach feels the light schedule in December and January has caught 
up to the team. Toronto played only two games between Dec. 15 and the 
start of this trip and both those games came in an empty Scotiabank 
Arena.  

"It's shown we haven't played in these environments," Keefe said. "I don't 
think it's anyone’s fault." 

The issue will improve on its own as the Leafs play more and more 
games, but Keefe also tried to address it in practice by wrapping up 
Friday's session with a conditioning skate.  

"We didn't want to go long today, but we wanted to go hard and rather 
than extend practice with a few more drills, we just decided to do a hard 
skate instead." 

After blowing leads in Colorado and Vegas, the Leafs failed to 
breakthrough against the last-place Coyotes on Wednesday. "Our group 
looked tired again," said Sheldon Keefe. "In that third period, it seemed 
like we hit a wall... It makes me start to wonder about our conditioning. 
We have to find ways to be rising to the occasion at the right times." The 
coach said the team's light schedule of late is likely the issue. 

Toronto's second line, which features captain John Tavares and William 
Nylander, has struggled during this trip.  

"A little bit better, but still not where we need it to be," was Keefe's 
assessment after Wednesday's game. 

"Much better tonight," Tavares said after the loss in Arizona. "I think we 
generated more, [played] much more connected, so better things to build 
off of." 

After Tuesday's win in Vegas, Nylander said his line was way too sloppy 
with the puck, which led to lots of time in their own end.  

"It's a long season so I try not to get hung up too much on a night where 
it doesn't go so well," Tavares said. "We still got a really good result at 
the end of the day so it was a good team effort with everyone 
contributing. But, certainly, we want to be at a high level and be counted 
on and be consistent. So, we were better [in Arizona] and still want to be 
a lot better and find ways to be more productive." 

Tavares has gone three games without a point for the first time all 
season.  

Lines at Friday's practice courtesy of David Alter of The Hockey News: 

  Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Clifford - Spezza - Simmonds 

Seney, Anderson 

  Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Liljegren 

Sandin - Dermott 

Biega 

  Campbell  

Mrazek 

Hutchinson 
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USA TODAY / 2022 NHL All-Star Game snubs: Who should have made 
the teams? 

 

Jace Evans 

 

There was hope that this NHL season would be a "return to normalcy" 
after two consecutive seasons were impacted by COVID-19. In the early 
days of 2022, it's clear the pandemic isn't going away. 

A litany of NHL games have been postponed due in large part to the 
omicron-fueled surge of COVID-19 across the continent, the schedule 
impacted to the point where players will not be going to next month's 
Winter Olympics. But one league mainstay of the before-times is set to 
make its return in February: the NHL All-Star Game.  

Rosters were announced Thursday for the celebration of the NHL's best 
players that was scuttled during the shortened 2021 season. The All-Star 
Game's return also means it's time to argue about the players who didn't 
make the team.  

Here are the most egregious snubs for the 2022 NHL All-Star Game:  

Brad Marchand, Boston Bruins 

Few players in the NHL have been hotter than Marchand, who has eight 
goals and two assists in his last five games. He's in the top 10 in NHL 
scoring and has 10 more points than anyone on the Bruins. Beyond his 
statistical accomplishments, Marchand at the All-Star Game would be 
fun! Few players in the NHL are more hated – and few lean into that fact 
more.  

Sidney Crosby, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Look, we get it. On a statistical basis, Crosby does not deserve to be at 
the All-Star Game this year. Due to injuries and COVID-related 
absences, he has appeared in just 24 of the Penguins' 36 games and is 
operating at exactly a point per game – great for most players but a pace 
that is the worst of Crosby's 17-year career. But come on. This is Sidney 
Crosby we're talking about! You'd really rather watch Tristan Jarry or 
"Last Man In" nominee Jake Guentzel (no offense to those players) than 
one of the best players of all time in the latter years of his career? This is 
supposed to be a hockey celebration. Crosby should be part of it.  

Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 

It's hard to quibble too much with the Metro goalie selections, as 
Carolina's Frederik Andersen and Pittsburgh's Jarry are both having 
great years. But save percentage is the single most important statistic for 
goaltenders and no goalie in the league has a better mark than the 
Broadway Blueshirts' netminder. Yes, the Rangers have a lot of solid 
players – reigning Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox and forward Chris 
Kreider both made the Metro's All-Star team – but their best player this 
season should be honored as such.  

Trevor Zegras, Anaheim Ducks 

He's not the leading rookie scorer (that would be the Red Wings' Lucas 
Raymond) and he's not the leading scorer on his own team (that would 
be Troy Terry), but no player transcended the hockey world this season 
like Zegras did. His stunning, over the net pass-turned-assist became the 
rare NHL highlight that led "SportsCenter" and spawned actual 
discussion about the league on sports talk shows – including classic "old 
man yells at cloud" discourse about the future of the game from one John 
Tortorella. But more important for the league, the highlight was heavily 
shared on Instagram and TikTok, platforms frequented by a younger 
generation of fans the NHL has frankly been horrible at courting. A three-

on-three tournament low on defense seems like a perfect stage for the 
creative 20-year-old up-and-coming star to try to create more magic. 

Honorable mentions: It was a bit surprising that Tampa Bay Lightning 
captain Steven Stamkos and Colorado Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri 
were not on the All-Star Game rosters. Both players are in the top six in 
the league in scoring and have helped their teams weather significant 
personnel losses this season. But we leave them in this space for now as 
there's still a chance they make it onto their division's teams via the "Last 
Man In" voting. Defenseman Roman Josi, the leading scorer (at over a 
point per game) for the division-leading Nashville Predators, is another 
notable name on the "Last Man In" ballot. Consider these three 
egregious snubs if they don't make their respective teams – and either 
Kadri or Josi is guaranteed to miss.  
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