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Canes recapture rhythm against the Canucks. Five observations from Carolina’s win 

By Justin Pelletier 

That was more like it for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A couple of days removed from owning some of the blame 
for the Canes’ lopsided loss against Columbus, captain 
Jordan Staal helped set an early positive — and physical — 
tone for the Canes. Tabbed to start between Steven Lorentz 
and Jesper Fast, Staal and his mates kept the Canucks 
hemmed into their own zone for the better part of the 
opening minute, and sent bodies banging into the boards 
with regularity. 

That shift was a condensed version of Saturday’s matinee — 
gritty, grinding, laden with collisions. 

And, oh yeah, Saturday also marked a return to the win 
column for the Canes, who play their best when they inject 
an element of physicality into their speed-based game. 

Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Martin Necas and Steven 
Lorentz scored, and Frederik Andersen stopped 30 shots, 
leading the Canes to a 4-1 win over the Canucks at PNC 
Arena. But the bigger numbers — quite literally — were in 
the “hits” column. Carolina officially dished out about three 
dozen hits Saturday, and just missed on a few others that 
rattled the boards to the delight of the home crowd. 

By the Numbers 

In a return to playing “normal,” some Canes skaters either 
snapped skids or hit milestones on Saturday. 

5: Number of games since Aho had scored a goal. That 
doesn’t seem so long for the average NHLer, but Aho had 
been scoring at a clip of better than a goal every two games 
before this streak. His strike opened the scoring Saturday. 

6: Number of games since Trocheck had scored a goal. He’s 
the kind of player who, when he’s on, the Canes are far 
better for it. He adds an element of scoring depth, in addition 
to his obvious physical contributions. 

23/100: Martin Necas celebrated his 23rd birthday Saturday 
in style, scoring a pivotal goal in the win that also gave him 
100 points for his NHL career. 

35: The Canes’ penalty-kill streak remained intact Saturday 
with the team warding off four Vancouver power plays to run 
their consecutive kill streak to 35 chances. The franchise 
record is 36, set in November 2000, and equaled in 2014-15. 

Opening Salvo 

The Canes didn’t score on their first shift, but mentally — and 
physically — they established a tone so obviously missing 
against the Blue Jackets. 

Staal strung a handful of solid shifts together, and then, after 
Andrei Svechnikov drew a roughing penalty against Tyler 
Myers, the Canes’ power play went to work. Aho capped a 
tic-tac-toe passing play from Tony DeAngelo and Teuvo 
Teravainen to give the Canes a 1-0 lead at 8:17 of the first. 

Bo Horvat — who seems to score at will against Carolina, 
though he’s really only now struck seven times — evened 
the score later in the first on a snipe from the left circle, 
beating Andersen high glove. 

The Canes also continued to tempt fate in the first, handing 
the Canucks three more power plays. The league’s best kill 
unit did the job again, though, running its streak of 
consecutive successful shorthanded chances to, at the time, 
33. 

Second Thoughts 

The Canes settled into a rhythm in the second period and not 
surprisingly saw an increase in physical play. 

The team’s goal total also moved in the right direction, 
starting early in the frame. Trocheck snapped a shot past 
Vancouver keeper Thatcher Demko on a slick feed from 
Andrei Svechnikov to put the Canes up by one, and then 
Necas netted a goal for his 100th NHL point at 4:49, also on 
a feed from Svechnikov to give Carolina a two-goal cushion. 

Parting Shots 

For the third time in five games, Steven Lorentz, known more 
for his physical play and pesky on-ice persona, lit the lamp, 
this time on a beautiful redirect of a Brady Skjei shot from the 
left point. The puck glanced off the shaft of Lorentz’s stick 
from a sharp angle to Demko’s right and into the top of the 
cage. 

The Canes also extended that PK streak in the final frame, 
pushing the run to 35 chances. 

Up Next 

Assuming the Hurricanes can play all of the games currently 
scheduled this week, the team will be at its busiest in some 
time. 

The Canes are slated to face Boston on the road Tuesday, 
the Rangers at home on Friday and the Devils on the road 
Saturday. 
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Canes coach lauds PNC Arena crowd for supporting the anthem singer – and the team 

By Justin Pelletier 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour knew something good 
was cooking inside PNC Arena on Saturday well before 
captain Jordan Staal glided to center ice for the opening 
faceoff against the Vancouver Canucks. 

With the Canes looking to rebound from their worst game of 
the season, Brind’Amour made a few minor changes to the 
lineup — inserting Jordan Martinook in place of Derek 
Stepan at forward, and Joey Keane on defense in place of 
Ethan Bear. 

But it was a moment during the arena’s ritualistic pregame 
routine that gave the Canes coach pause — in a very good 
way. 

Asked after the 4-1 win over the Canucks what his favorite 
part of Sunday’s game was, Brind’Amour started to give a 
canned answer. 

“That it was a win,” he began with a shrug. 

But then Brind’Amour stopped. His eyes lit up and opened 
wide and he allowed himself a smile when he remembered a 
particular moment that had nothing to do with game play, but 
everything to do with setting the table for the Saturday 
matinee: the Canadian national anthem. 

“You know what I really liked was, during the national 
anthem, when the young girl kind of had a little problem with 
the Canadian national anthem, and the whole crowd helped 
her out to finish it,” Brind’Amour said. “To me, that’s 
impressive. I don’t know if, did you see that? Good job to the 
people that were here. I don’t know if this gets out to them, 
but that set the tone for the day for me.” 

The gesture by the still-arriving crowd in the minutes before 
puck drop made Brind’Amour, and likely several of the 
players, pause. Those fans are, in part, for whom the team is 
playing. And it was those fans who watched the team 
struggle mightily in a 6-0 loss to Columbus less than 48 
hours prior to the start of Saturday’s game. 

And yet there they all were again, ready to pick an anthem 
singer up after a stumble; ready to do their best to lift the 
team up after its Thursday setback. 

“Almost every night is a full rink, and when they see us losing 
6-0, that’s not a good sign, you know?” Canes forward Martin 
Necas said Saturday. “We don’t want to let this happen two 
games in a row. You know maybe it could happen once a 

year — we don’t want this to happen once a year, but if it 
happens, don’t make it twice.” 

Necas did his part against Vancouver, scoring a goal for his 
100th career NHL point — on his birthday, no less. And his 
line — including Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov — 
accounted for two of the team’s four goals, with Trocheck 
adding a goal and Svechnikov racking up two assists. 

The line was also a physical force, accounting for 11 hits 
between them, an important part of finding balance in their 
game. 

“It’s been a while for us to find a good start in a game,” 
Svechnikov said. “I was really focusing on that, on the first 
shift, find a hit or something like that, just to get myself 
going.” 

It worked. Brind’Amour noticed that, too. 

“It can’t just be flash, you’ve got to have the grit and the grind 
part of your game because the National Hockey League is so 
hard,” Brind’Amour said. “And tonight I thought they brought 
that. You’re not going to have that kind of results every night, 
but if we want to be successful as a group, and if they want 
to be successful players, that’s how we have to play.” 

Speaking of grit, whether it was inspired by the crowd’s 
stirring rendition of the anthem and their ability to nurture and 
support a singer in need, or any other hockey-related forces, 
the Canes’ first line fed off that energy. From the drop of the 
puck, Staal, Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz were a 
collective ball of energy and pinned the Canucks deep for the 
better part of a minute. 

“We weren’t happy with the game before, and those guys set 
the tone right away and how we wanted to play,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s the way we need to play.” 

The Canes’ next chance to make their mark will come on the 
road against another opponent known for bruising and 
banging: the Boston Bruins. The road game — assuming it’s 
played — will mark the first time in more than a month that 
the Hurricanes will play three consecutive regularly 
scheduled games without dodging a postponement due to 
COVID protocols. 

Suffice it to say, the Canes are ready to get back to some 
semblance of a normal routine, especially after Thursday’s 
stinker against Columbus. 

“It’s not an easy game to play, you know, 82 of these in the 
regular season, to play like that, it’s hard,” Brind’Amour said.
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Hurricanes take out frustrations on Canucks, rebound for 4-1 win 

Vincent Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas all 
had two points in the win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Coming off their worst effort of the season, it 
was no surprise the Hurricanes came out angry on Saturday 
afternoon. 

That was bad news for their opponent. 

Carolina rediscovered its scoring touch and took its 
frustrations out on the visiting Canucks, winning 4-1 in front 
of 17,435 Saturday afternoon in Raleigh. 

“We knew we needed to have a bounce-back game, bounce-
back effort,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We 
were unhappy with the game before … and that’s the way we 
need to play. It’s not an easy game to play, 82 of these in the 
regular season. To play like that, it’s hard.” 

The line of Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and Martin 
Necas combined speed, physicality and finesse to set the 
tone for the Hurricanes, who were coming home an 
embarrassing 6-0 loss at home to Columbus on Thursday. 

With the game tied 1-1 after the first period, the trio factored 
in a pair of second period goals that put Carolina in control. 

On the first, Svechnikov won a battle in the corner and got 
the puck to Necas. Necas returned the puck to Svechnikov, 
who one-touched a pass to Trocheck for a goal and 2-1 lead 
62 seconds into the middle frame. 

Then Necas — celebrating his 23rd birthday — got a goal of 
his own. 

Svechnikov carried the puck through the neutral zone and 
bounced off a hit by Canucks defenseman Brad Hunt. 

“I was really focusing on that,” Svechnikov, who finished with 
two assists, said of playing a physical game. “Go there the 
first shift and try to find a hit or something, just get myself 
going.” 

He then passed the puck to Necas, who placed a perfect 
shot that rattled around the net and in for a 3-1 Carolina lead 
at 4:49 of the second. 

“If we play hard, we get some chances to show our skill and 
it pays off,” Necas said. “So we’ve got to keep doing that.” 

The Hurricanes also leaned on their league-best penalty kill, 
which limited the Canucks to just five shots on goal in five 
power plays and extended its perfect streak to 11 games and 
35 straight kills. 

“It’s huge. Our guys, I think they’re one of the best penalty 
kills in the league,” Svechnikov said. “Everyone blocking 
shots, helping Freddie to save some pucks. It’s a great 
effort.” 

The Hurricanes and Canucks traded goals in the opening 
period. 

Carolina’s power play got them on the board first, with Teuvo 
Teravainen setting up Sebastian Aho for a one-timer that 
cleanly beat Thatcher Demko (29 saves) at 8:17 of the first 
period. 

Bo Horvat snuck a wrist shot past Andersen at 13:24 to tie 
the game. It was the only shot the Canucks got by Andersen, 
who finished with 30 saves and improved to 14-3-5 against 
Vancouver in his career. He’s allowed one or fewer goals in 
12 of his 22 career appearances against the Canucks. 

“He made some huge saves today,” Necas said. 

Notes: Steven Lorentz closed the scoring with his sixth goal 
of the season, redirecting a Brady Skjei shot past Demko. … 
The top line of Aho (9:46), Teravainen (10:00) and Seth 
Jarvis (9:42) played the fewest even strength minutes of the 
Carolina forwards. … The Hurricanes are 10-2-1 in their last 
13 games, 25-8-2 on the season and tied with the Panthers 
for the best point percentage (.743) in the NHL.
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Recap: Canes Race By Canucks On NASCAR Day 

Necas records multiple points to celebrate 23rd birthday 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes bounced back into 
the win column Saturday afternoon, taking down the 
Vancouver Canucks, 4-1.  

After a difficult outing Thursday against Columbus, the 
Canes made sure they came out of the gate strong in today's 
affair, beginning with a quality opening shift from the line of 
Steven Lorentz, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. 

The Canes carried that momentum as the first period went 
along, then striking on their first power play attempt of the 
day via Sebastian Aho - just 8:17 in. 

After the goal things would take a bit of a turn toward the 
other direction for Carolina, as a pair of penalties, a 
Vancouver goal and a slew of missed opportunities tilted the 
direction of play back toward the Canucks favor. 

Adjustments were needed for the second frame and while 
they did come, the need was eased just 62 seconds into the 
period when Vincent Trocheck was able to put the home side 
back on top. A quick little play following an offensive zone 
between Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas concluded 
with a connection to Trocheck in the slot, roofing one over 
Thatcher Demko. Demko, who was named an All-Star earlier 
this week as well, was making a spot start for Vancouver 
after the day's scheduled starter, Jaroslav Halak, was placed 
in COVID-19 Protocol just a few hours for puck drop. 

Necas earned his 99th career point on Trocheck's eighth 
goal of the year and then, on his birthday, the now 23-year-
old made it an even 100 with a laser-esque shot of his own 
3:47 later. 

Taking a 3-1 advantage into the third period, the "victory lap" 
came in the form of a Steven Lorentz redirection, tipping a 
Brady Skjei shot home. 

A large reason why the contest was all Canes in the final 40 
minutes was the play of Frederik Andersen. While he may 
not have been forced to make multiple highlight reel saves, 
he was calm and steady in his crease, racking up 30 saves 
over the course of the afternoon. He kept the Vancouver 
attack pushed to the side and it allowed his team's offense to 
be the guiding force from there. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on how nice it was to get today's win, 
turning the page from Thursday: 

"You don't want to have another [game like that]. I just felt 
like this was the first time we'd played a couple games in a 
row where you could just see that it was a much better 
rhythm and flow. Even though we took a bunch of penalties, I 
thought they guys were able to stay engaged and keep to 
our game for the most part. There weren't any lulls in how we 
played and that's what we needed. That's how we need to 
play." 

Martin Necas sharing the importance of Frederik Andersen in 
a game like today: 

"Maybe we were the better team today but they still had a 
few really good chances. It's really hard for the goalie to stop 
those and he made some huge saves today. It's great that 
we have not just him, but every goalie that has stepped in 
our net this season has been really good so far. It's nice that 
we can trust him and he's been unbelievable." 

Andrei Svechnikov on what the difference was today versus 
their last game: 

"It was a great start by our guys. We just played a physical 
game. We moved the puck really well up and down the ice. 
We tried to beat them on the rush and that's why I think we 
were successful today." 

What's Next?: 

Sunday is a scheduled off day for the Canes. They'll practice 
and travel to Boston on Monday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 The Canes advance to 25-8-2 on the season, giving 
them a tie of the Metropolitan Division's top spot at 
the time of the final horn. 

 In the effort the penalty kill went 5/5, making it now 
35 consecutive penalty kills. One more will match a 
franchise record, a mark that has been achieved 
twice in organization history. 

 Svechnikov was noticably physical throughout the 
afternoon, finishing with a team-high six hits. 
Brendan Smith was second with his five. 

 Jordan Martinook played in his first game since 
December 4 today, returning from a lower-body 
injury. 

 Defenseman Joey Keane played 13:38 in his 
season debut. He played in the place of Ethan 
Bear, who was a healthy scratch.
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Hurricanes send Canucks to third straight loss 

Andersen makes 30 saves for Carolina; Vancouver has lost 
four of five 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Vancouver Canucks lost a third 
straight game for the first time under coach Bruce Boudreau, 
4-1 to the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Bo Horvat scored for the Canucks (16-18-3), who won their 
first seven games with Boudreau before losing four of five (1-
3-1).  

Thatcher Demko made 29 saves replacing scheduled starter 
Jaroslav Halak, who was placed in COVID-19 protocol 
before the game. 

"Any time you get those curve balls, it sort of throws off all 
your prep and planning," Boudreau said. "The players, all 
they're doing is talking about it and worrying whether it's 
them next and what's going to happen." 

Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas each had a goal and an 
assist for the Hurricanes (25-8-2), who had lost two in a row. 
Frederik Andersen made 30 saves, and Andrei Svechnikov 
had two assists. 

Carolina lost 6-0 to the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. 

"We knew we had to have a bounce-back game, a bounce-
back effort," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's 
not an easy game to play, 82 of these in the regular season. 
It's hard. There weren't any lulls in the way we played. That's 
how we need to play." 

Carolina scored on the power play to take a 1-0 lead at 8:17 
of the first period. Teuvo Teravainen made a touch pass to 
Sebastian Aho for a one-timer in the slot. 

"We've got to play together," Necas said. "If we play hard, we 
get some chances to show our skill. It pays off, so we've got 
to keep doing that." 

Horvat tied it 1-1 with a wrist shot over Andersen's glove at 
13:24. 

"There were stretches there where I thought we played some 
good hockey," Horvat said. "They come at you in waves and 
they seem to be on top of you all the time. We want to be a 
team like that, where we're on top of teams and make it 
frustrating and we don't crack. We have the type of team to 
do that. We've just got to go and show it." 

Trocheck scored from below the hash marks off a feed from 
Svechnikov to give Carolina a 2-1 lead at 1:02 of the second 
period.  

Necas moved the puck ahead to Svechnikov, then held it on 
a 2-on-1 and scored on a wrist shot off the crossbar for a 3-1 
lead at 4:49. 

"I think we were moving the puck up and down, always trying 
to beat those guys on the rush," Svechnikov said. "We 
needed a win, and I think the effort was there. That's why it 
was a success tonight." 

Steven Lorentz redirected a shot by Brady Skjei near the 
goal line to push the lead to 4-1 at 4:09 of the third period. 

The Canucks were 0-for-5 on the power play with five shots. 

"It's hard when your power play is struggling and you come 
in and play against a team that's got the best penalty kill in 
the league," Boudreau said. "The more they kill, the stronger 
they get. Power plays go in fits and starts a bit, but on this 
[road] trip, it's let us down a bit." 

NOTES: Horvat has scored 10 points (seven goals, three 
assists) in 13 games against the Hurricanes. … Demko won 
his previous six starts. Spencer Martin was recalled from the 
practice squad to back him up. … The Hurricanes have killed 
35 consecutive penalties. Their record is 36 (Nov. 8-24, 2000 
and Dec. 21, 2014-Jan. 19, 2015). … Hurricanes forward 
Jordan Martinook had two shots and one hit in 12:02 in his 
return to the lineup after missing 12 games with a lower-body 
injury. … Aho has scored 10 points (five goals, five assists) 
in nine games against Vancouver. … Defenseman Joey 
Keane replaced Ethan Bear in the Hurricanes lineup. It was 
Keane's first game of the season and second in the NHL; he 
had one shot on goal playing 13:38. … Necas turned 23 
years old Saturday.
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Necas produces on birthday as Hurricanes beat Canucks 4-1 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Martin Necas had a goal and an 
assist on his 23rd birthday and the Carolina Hurricanes 
stopped a two-game skid by beating the Vancouver Canucks 
4-1 on Saturday. 

Vincent Trocheck also had a goal and an assist for the 
Hurricanes, who regained their scoring touch after being shut 
out for the first time this season two nights earlier. 

“We knew we needed to have a bounce-back game, a 
bounce-back effort,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “That’s 
the way we need to play.” 

Sebastian Aho and Steven Lorentz had the other Carolina 
goals and Andrei Svechnikov posted two assists. Frederik 
Andersen made 30 saves. 

The Hurricanes found a way to erase thoughts of their 6-0 
loss to Columbus. 

“We don’t want to let this happen for two games in a row,” 
Necas said. 

Bo Horvat scored in the first period for Vancouver, which has 
lost the first three games of a five-game trip. Thatcher 
Demko stopped 29 shots. 

“I thought we did deserve a little bit better,” Horvat said. “I 
didn’t think we were too far off, personally, but obviously we 
weren’t good enough to win.” 

Aho opened the scoring with his team-leading 16th goal. It 
was his first tally in more than a month because he missed 
three games and then hadn’t scored in five games since 
returning. 

“It has been a while for us to find a good start in a game,” 
Svechnikov said. “The effort was there and that’s why it was 
a success.” 

Trocheck’s first goal in seven games gave the Hurricanes a 
2-1 lead just over a minute into the second period. 

Necas produced his goal by coming down the right side and 
firing the puck past Demko. It gave Carolina 3-1 lead less 
than five minutes into the second period and was his 100th 
career point. 

Since the franchise relocated from Connecticut for the 1997-
98 season, seven Hurricanes have posted multi-point games 
on their birthdays. 

“If you play hard, you get some chances to show our skill,” 
Necas said. 

In their first game since allowing more than four goals for just 
the second time this season, the Hurricanes were attentive. 

“They come at you in waves,” Horvat said. “They seem to be 
on top of you all the time.” 

That was what the Hurricanes needed. 

“It was a much better rhythm and flow even though we took a 
ton of penalties,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought the guys were 
able to stay engaged and just keep our game the most part 
and there weren’t any lulls in how we played.” 

NOT NOW 

The Hurricanes were 5-for-5 on penalty killing. That stretches 
the string of successful kills of opposing power plays to 35 
for the third-longest streak in franchise history, just one shot 
of the record that has been accomplished twice. 

“Those guys are taking pride in how they go about their 
business,” Brind’Amour said. “The penalty kill for me is hard 
work.” 

Carolina killed off three penalties in the first period. 
Meanwhile, the Canucks are combined 0-for-12 on power 
plays in their last three games. 

“The more they kill, the stronger they get,” Canucks coach 
Bruce Boudreau said of the Hurricanes. “It just builds up with 
them.” 

COMING AND GOING 

Hurricanes left winger Jordan Martinook was back from an 
injury, playing for the first time since Dec. 2. 

Carolina had defenseman Joey Keane in the lineup for the 
first time this season. It was his second career NHL game. 
Defenseman Jaccob Slavin missed his second game this 
week because he’s in the COVID-19 protocol. 

Before the game, Canucks backup goalie Jaroslav Halak 
was placed on the COVID-19 list. Spencer Martin was added 
to the active roster from the taxi squad. 

The Canucks had planned to start Halak. 

“It sort of throws off all your prep, planning and all of those 
things,” Boudreau said. 

REAL TEAMWORK 

Brind’Amour had good vibes right before the drop of the puck 
when fans came to the rescue. 

Teenager Gabriella Maino struggled during the latter part of 
the Canadian national anthem. 

“What I really liked, during the national anthem when the 
young girl kind of had her little problem with the Canadian 
national anthem and the whole crowd helped her out to finish 
it,” Brind’Amour said. “I was like, ‘That’s impressive.’ Good 
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job for the people that were here. That set the tone for the 
day for me.” 

UP NEXT 

Canucks: At Washington on Sunday. 

Hurricanes: At Boston on Tuesday night.

 

 

Canucks' special-teams stumble vs. Hurricanes leads to another road-trip loss 

By Iain MacIntyre 

Six weeks into the Bruce Boudreau era with the Vancouver 
Canucks, all the ideals the coach values about how his team 
should play were on display Saturday in North Carolina. 

There was speed and aggressiveness, the suffocating 
pressure, the constant strength around the puck and ability 
to manufacture offence with good defence. Unfortunately for 
Canucks fans, it was by the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canucks displayed some of those traits, too, but 
stumbled again on special teams and failed to convert 
enough of the good chances they created as they lost 4-1 to 
the Hurricanes, a 25-win team that had extra motivation – 
apart from trying to win a Stanley Cup – after embarrassing 
itself in a 6-0 loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Thursday. 

Vancouver vs. Columbus would be a fair fight. But on their 
joyless trudge through the Southeast, the Canucks have 
been outclassed against the Hurricanes, Tampa Bay 
Lightning and Florida Panthers. 

Those three teams top the National Hockey League 
standings with an aggregate record Saturday afternoon of 
75-24-12. At home, they’re 45-11-4, which means a visiting 
team manages to scavenge a point or two only once every 
four games. 

Against those three, the Canucks are 0-3. 

It took Vancouver all of December to push back to the fringes 
of the playoff race in the Western Conference, but just three 
losses in four games to lose touch again with the final wild-
card spot. They will be eight points out if the San Jose 
Sharks win Saturday night. 

“We can't let it slip away,” captain Bo Horvat, the lone 
Canuck goal-scorer, said after the matinee loss. “Obviously, 
it feels like that right now because we're not winning games. 
But I think that's just going to bring out the best in us. I mean, 
if we're going to compete for a playoff spot and come out of 
this, this is a good test for us. 

“It hasn't gone the way we wanted here to start. But we've 
got to dig deeper and have some character in our room. It's 
just going to make us better in the end, winning this next 
game here and just moving on from there.” 

PER CHANCE TO GO 0-4 

The fourth game of the Canucks’ trip is another day game, 
on Sunday, and would appear to be the most winnable as 

the Washington Capitals had lost four straight before beating 
the struggling New York Islanders 2-0 on Saturday. 

But it will be Vancouver’s third road game in three-and-a-half 
days and Canuck goalie Thatcher Demko is likely to start 
less than 24 hours after facing 33 shots from the Hurricanes. 

Demko was the surprise starter in Carolina when backup 
Jaroslav Halak went into COVID-19 protocol shortly before 
the warmup. Saturday was scheduled to be a work day for 
Demko. The All-Star-Game-bound goalie had a rigorous 
practice at 9 a.m. ET, only to get back to the rink a short time 
later and learn he’d be starting at 1 p.m. ET. 

“When you get those curveballs -- and there was another 
player that also tested positive, then he tested negative so 
he was allowed to play -- it sort of throws off all your prep,” 
Boudreau said. “The players, all they're doing is talking about 
it, worrying about whether it's them next ... what's going to 
happen, we're in the States, blah-blah-blah. It's not 
something you really like before the game, when you're 
supposed to be focussing on only one thing.” 

Minor-league goalie Spencer Martin, whose three career 
NHL appearances were five years ago with the Colorado 
Avalanche, backed up Saturday after being activated from 
the taxi squad. 

Boudreau said he’d have no worries playing Demko back-to-
back this weekend. 

POWER-LESS PLAY 

For the second straight game, the sudden slump of the 
Canucks’ power play was a major factor as it went 0-for-5 
and generated only five shots in 10 minutes of advantages. It 
is 0-for-12 on the road trip. The Hurricanes went 1-for-2 in 
2:38 of advantage time. Incredibly, Carolina has killed 35 
straight disadvantages. 

“On this trip, I think it has let us down a little bit,” Boudreau 
said. “Five-on-five, we're holding our own. But one of the 
keys to today was your special teams had to be special. And 
all three of these games, they haven't been special. They 
were really good before the pause (Jan. 2-10) and we've got 
to get back to that, and we've got to get back to that in hurry. 
Those are the things win you games. In a 3-2 league, if you 
can get two goals 5-on-5 per game, and you get that power-
play goal, it's the difference. And these three games we 
haven't been able to get it.” 

After Thursday’s 4-2 loss in Tampa, Boudreau said it was his 
fault for putting the same players out during four fruitless 
power plays. On Saturday, however, his only change was 
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restoring Tanner Pearson as the net-front jammer on PP1 
instead of Elias Pettersson, and the coach’s only mid-game 
adjustment to the top unit was reversing that decision. 

Conor Garland, one of the Canucks’ most creative and 
effective forwards this season, continues to languish on the 
second unit, which did get some different faces at one point: 
checkers Juho Lammikko, Tyler Motte and Matthew 
Highmore. 

FINDING PETEY 

Despite engaging physically and generating a couple of 
scoring chances, Canucks star Elias Pettersson had another 
pointless game and remains stuck on six goals through 37 
games. He has one assist in the last six. He played as 
Horvat’s left winger for the second straight game. 

Pettersson, however, was noticeable. Leading scorer and top 
centre J.T. Miller, who had a nine-game points streak when 
Vancouver shut down its schedule for nine days after a New 
Year’s Day win in Seattle, is still pointless on the road trip 
and had one of his most inert games as a Canuck: zero shot 
attempts, one hit and a 30 per-cent share of expected goals-
for. Miller also had 5:58 of the power-play time. 

When submitting content, please abide by our  submission 
guidelines, and avoid posting profanity, personal attacks or 
harassment. Should you violate our submissions guidelines, 
we reserve the right to remove your comments and block 
your account. Sportsnet reserves the right to close a story’s 
comment section at any time.

 

 

 

Canes bounce back in win over Vancouver 

The Carolina Hurricanes snapped a two-game winless skid 
as they defeated the Vancouver Canucks 4-1. 

By Ryan Henkel  

After a 6-0 loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets at home, 
captain Jordan Staal made an assurance.  

Not that they’d try to play better or hope that they could be a 
bit better, but a guarantee that they would be better.  

His words proved to ring true as the Hurricanes collected two 
points in a dominant 4-1 win against the Vancouver Canucks 
in a Saturday afternoon matinee at PNC Arena. 

The Canes’ forecheck was aggressive and the defense was 
tightened up as the whole team played like they had a fire 
beneath him. It was the response that they needed. 

And it was that continued pressure that culminated in 
Carolina breaking the ice first. On their first power play 
chance of the game, All-Star Sebastian Aho delivered a 
pivoting one-timer from between the circles to take the lead. 

Now the Canes were by no means perfect, as was seen 
when Vancouver tied the game back up a few minutes later. 
It started with a turnover in the offensive zone by Brady Skjei 
followed by a poor gap set by Brett Pesce on the ensuing 
entry and all capped off by a whiff from Frederik Andersen on 
a Bo Horvat shot. 

But the Canes didn’t let that stem their tide. 

It was also around this point of the game where Andrei 
Svechnikov began to take over. Svechnikov was a physical 
force all afternoon, barreling over Canucks and shaking off 
any counterattacks, but what was really shining was his 
growing playmaking ability. 

And it wasn’t just him that was shining, but also his linemates 
— Vincent Trocheck and birthday boy, Martin Necas — as 
well. 

Their first goal came right at the start of the second period, 
where off a faceoff draw, Svechnikov shouldered a defender 
off of him and into the boards, then collected a pass below 
the goal line from Necas and set up Vincent Trocheck in front 
for the go-ahead goal. 

Then moments later, as Svechnikov was skating the puck 
out of the defensive zone, he kept on his feet as he shrugged 
off a charging Brad Hunt and launched Martin Necas on a 2-
on-1, which Necas buried. 

The goals snapped a six-game goal drought for Trocheck 
and a seven-game goal drought for Necas. 

Although the Trocheck line was getting most of the glory, the 
line that had really set the tone all game was Staaal’s. He 
was trailed by Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz and all 
afternoon, their heavy forecheck just grated away at the 
Canucks. 

So it was only fitting that they too got rewarded. 

Lorentz, who picked up his third goal and fifth point in his last 
five games, is proving that he may just have a hidden talent 
as a net front specialist with yet another redirect goal. 

The real story out of the game however, may be the 
Hurricanes’ penalty kill which went a perfect 5 for 5 in the 
game and now sits just one kill away from tying a franchise 
record 36 straight killed off penalties. 

It’s a product of hard work and buying in and just may be the 
perfect representation of the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes will hope to put another streak together as they 
travel to Boston on Tuesday to play the Bruins at 7 p.m.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Svechnikov, Necas on the bounce back win 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the Vancouver Canucks 4-
1 Saturday afternoon at PNC Arena. Here’s what they had to 
say after the win. 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes got themselves back into the win 
column with a 4-1 win over the Vancouver Canucks Saturday 
afternoon at PNC Arena.  

Martin Necas, Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent Trochcek all 
had multi-point games and Frederik Andersen turned away 
30 shots in the win. 

After the game, Rod Brind’Amour along with Svechnikov and 
Necas spoke with the media via Zoom. Here’s what they had 
to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the best part of the game: The win. Actually, you know 
what? Maybe it wasn’t the best part, but you know what I 
really liked? During the national anthem, when the young girl 
had a little problem with the Canadian national anthem, the 
whole crowd helped her out and finished it. I was like, ‘That’s 
impressive.’ Good job to the people that were here. I don’t 
know if this gets out to them, but that set the tone for the day 
to me. 

On Jordan Staal and his line setting the tone early with 
physical shifts: Jordan’s obviously a leader. We knew we had 
to have a bounce back game, bounce back effort. We 
weren’t happy with the game before and those guys set the 
tone right away on how we wanted to play. That’s the way 
we need to play, but it’s not an easy game to play. 82 of 
these in the regular season and to play like that is hard. I 
thought they set the tone and it was definitely something we 
needed. 

On the Vincent Trocheck, Martin Necas and Andrei 
Svechnikov line: That’s what should happen with the talent 
and kind of players that they are. There’s three parts to a 
player and you can’t just be flash. You have to have the grit 
and grind in your game because that’s hockey. It’s just so 
hard. I thought they brought it, but you’re not going to have 
those kinds of results every night, but if we want to be 
successful as a group and those guys want to be players, 
that’s how they’ve got to play. 

On bouncing back: You don’t want to play good and still lose 
a couple here. I just felt too that this was the first time were 
we played a couple in a row and you could see it was a 
much better rhythm and flow even thought we took a ton of 
penalties. I thought the guys were engaged and just kept to 
our game. There wasn’t really any lulls in how we played. 
That’s how we need to play. 

On the penalty kill: There’s a ton of factors, but I think at the 
end of the day, the guys are taking pride in how they go 
about their business. It’s hard work. Essentially to me, the 
penalty kill is hard work. You have a structure obviously, but 

those guys have to go out there and bring it. And obviously 
your best penalty killer is your goalie and Freddie was good 
again tonight. 

On Joey Keane getting into a game: We’re obviously down a 
guy, so we wanted to make sure we had another guy and 
just thought we should give Joey a chance. I thought he got 
better as the game went on. Obviously a tough first period, 
but I thought as the game progressed, he got better. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On setting a physical tone: We were excited because it had 
been a while for us since we had a good start to a game. I 
was focusing on that for my first shift and I tried to find a hit 
to get myself going. It was great. 

On getting a bounce back win: It was very nice. It had been 
two games we lost and we need a win. I thought the effort 
was there and that’s why there was success tonight. 

On the penalty kill: It’s huge. Our guys are one the best in 
the league and it’s huge. Everyone is blocking shots and 
helping out Freddie save pucks and it’s a great effort by our 
guys for sure. 

On what he liked better today than the last game: Like I said, 
it was a great start by our guys and we just played a physical 
game. We were moving the puck up and down pretty well 
and we were beating those guys on the rush pretty well. That 
why there was success today, I think. 

Martin Necas 

On the connection between his line: Not just us three, but it’s 
gotta be with the D as well. We have to play together to 
forecheck the puck and just play hard. If we play hard than 
we get some chances to show our skill and it pays off. We 
need to keep doing that. 

On Frederik Andersen: He always keeps us in it. Maybe we 
were a little bit of a better team today, but they still had a few 
really good chances and it’s really hard for a goalie to stop 
those and he made some huge saves today. It’s great that 
we have not just him, but every goalie that’s stepped in our 
net. He’s been great this season and it’s nice that we can 
trust him as well. He’s been unbelievable.  

On the secret to the penalty kill: I feel it’s just the pressure 
and knowing when you can go. And it’s if one goes, we all 
go. It’s just hard to play against. Even trying to play against it 
on the power play in practice, it’s pretty hard to score 
against. It’s just the way we do it and as you can see, it’s 
been successful. 

On what the mindset was coming into the game: Just 
thinking of the fans and how almost every night is a full rink 
and they see us lose 6-0. It’s not a good time, so we couldn’t 
let it happen two games in a row. Maybe it can happen once 
a year — we don’t want it to happen once a year — but if it 
happens, don’t make it twice.
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Wolves battle into overtime 

Stefan Noesen and David Gust score in final six minutes to 
force OT  

The Chicago Wolves scored twice late in the third period to 
force overtime, but six-time NHL All-Star Game skater Eric 
Staal gave the Iowa Wild a 3-2 victory Saturday night at 
Wells Fargo Arena. 

Forwards Stefan Noesen and David Gust scored for the 
Wolves (23-6-1-2), who continue to lead the Western 
Conference. 

Iowa (14-13-2-2) opened the scoring at 8:43 of the second 
period on a pinpoint connection between Nick Swaney and 
Kyle Rau. Swaney sidestepped a Wolves defenseman at the 
blue line, drove to the right circle and then fired a pass to the 
back door for a flying Rau to redirect home. 

The Wolves pulled even on Noesen’s rebound goal with 5:28 
left in regulation. Defensemen Max Lajoie extended a 
lengthy possession in the offensive zone by rimming a pass 
to the back boards for Noesen, who skated behind the net to 
the far post and stuffed the puck past goaltender Hunter 
Jones to make it 1-1. 

Just 86 seconds later, Gust gave the Wolves a 2-1 lead after 
another lengthy possession. Maxim Letunov dug the puck 
free in the corner and Gust whistled it home from a sharp 
angle by the right wall at 15:58 of the third. 

Iowa responded with Marco Rossi’s goal at 16:29 to make it 
2-2. In the extra session, Jones made a highlight-reel save 
on Noesen that triggered a 2-on-1 rush for Iowa. Staal never 
gave up possession and snapped a shot home at 1:16 of 
overtime. The 37-year-old Staal has scored two goals in two 
games since signing a professional tryout contract in hopes 
of making Team Canada’s Olympics roster. 

Jones (2-2-1) made 27 saves to pick up the win while Lyon 
(9-2-2) stopped 26 shots. 

The Wolves continue their five-game road trip with a 1 p.m. 
matinee Monday at Rockford. After this trip concludes, 
Chicago returns to Allstate Arena on Jan. 26, 28 and 29 for 
three big home games. To find the best deals on tickets, 
email a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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Canes recapture rhythm against the Canucks. Five observations from 
Carolina’s win 

 

Justin Pelletier 

 

RALEIGH 

That was more like it for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A couple of days removed from owning some of the blame for the Canes’ 
lopsided loss against Columbus, captain Jordan Staal helped set an early 
positive — and physical — tone for the Canes. Tabbed to start between 
Steven Lorentz and Jesper Fast, Staal and his mates kept the Canucks 
hemmed into their own zone for the better part of the opening minute, 
and sent bodies banging into the boards with regularity. 

That shift was a condensed version of Saturday’s matinee — gritty, 
grinding, laden with collisions. 

And, oh yeah, Saturday also marked a return to the win column for the 
Canes, who play their best when they inject an element of physicality into 
their speed-based game. 

Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Martin Necas and Steven Lorentz 
scored, and Frederik Andersen stopped 30 shots, leading the Canes to a 
4-1 win over the Canucks at PNC Arena. But the bigger numbers — quite 
literally — were in the “hits” column. Carolina officially dished out about 
three dozen hits Saturday, and just missed on a few others that rattled 
the boards to the delight of the home crowd. 

By the numbers 

In a return to playing “normal,” some Canes skaters either snapped skids 
or hit milestones on Saturday. 

5: Number of games since Aho had scored a goal. That doesn’t seem so 
long for the average NHLer, but Aho had been scoring at a clip of better 
than a goal every two games before this streak. His strike opened the 
scoring Saturday. 

6: Number of games since Trocheck had scored a goal. He’s the kind of 
player who, when he’s on, the Canes are far better for it. He adds an 
element of scoring depth, in addition to his obvious physical 
contributions. 

23/100: Martin Necas celebrated his 23rd birthday Saturday in style, 
scoring a pivotal goal in the win that also gave him 100 points for his NHL 
career. 

35: The Canes’ penalty-kill streak remained intact Saturday with the team 
warding off four Vancouver power plays to run their consecutive kill 
streak to 35 chances. The franchise record is 36, set in November 2000, 
and equaled in 2014-15. 

Opening salvo 

The Canes didn’t score on their first shift, but mentally — and physically 
— they established a tone so obviously missing against the Blue Jackets. 

Staal strung a handful of solid shifts together, and then, after Andrei 
Svechnikov drew a roughing penalty against Tyler Myers, the Canes’ 
power play went to work. Aho capped a tic-tac-toe passing play from 
Tony DeAngelo and Teuvo Teravainen to give the Canes a 1-0 lead at 
8:17 of the first. 

Bo Horvat — who seems to score at will against Carolina, though he’s 
really only now struck seven times — evened the score later in the first 
on a snipe from the left circle, beating Andersen high glove. 

The Canes also continued to tempt fate in the first, handing the Canucks 
three more power plays. The league’s best kill unit did the job again, 
though, running its streak of consecutive successful shorthanded 
chances to, at the time, 33. 

Second thoughts 

The Canes settled into a rhythm in the second period and not surprisingly 
saw an increase in physical play. 

The team’s goal total also moved in the right direction, starting early in 
the frame. Trocheck snapped a shot past Vancouver keeper Thatcher 
Demko on a slick feed from Andrei Svechnikov to put the Canes up by 
one, and then Necas netted a goal for his 100th NHL point at 4:49, also 
on a feed from Svechnikov to give Carolina a two-goal cushion. 

Parting shots 

For the third time in five games, Steven Lorentz, known more for his 
physical play and pesky on-ice persona, lit the lamp, this time on a 
beautiful redirect of a Brady Skjei shot from the left point. The puck 
glanced off the shaft of Lorentz’s stick from a sharp angle to Demko’s 
right and into the top of the cage. 

The Canes also extended that PK streak in the final frame, pushing the 
run to 35 chances. 

Up next 

Assuming the Hurricanes can play all of the games currently scheduled 
this week, the team will be at its busiest in some time. 

The Canes are slated to face Boston on the road Tuesday, the Rangers 
at home on Friday and the Devils on the road Saturday. 
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How NHL stops, starts and inconsistent lineups forced the Canes to 
adjust preparation 

 

Justin Pelletier 
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With apologies to Tom Petty, the Hurricanes could, without much effort, 
adapt one of his more famous songs into an anthem of sorts: 

“The waiting, is the hardest part; 

Every day you see one more case; 

You take it to the rink, you hope you get to start; 

The waaaaiting, is the hardest part.” 

On Dec. 12, the Canes capped a Western Canadian road swing with a 2-
1 win over the Vancouver Canucks. Saturday — 34 days later — the 
Canes faced the Canucks again. In between there should have been a 
steady diet of games (14 in all), mixed with well-timed practices. 

Instead, Saturday’s game is just the eighth the Canes will play in 34 
days, with seven others postponed due to COVID protocols affecting a 
large swath of the NHL — including the Canes themselves. 

All of the rest — and the rust — came to a head Thursday in a home 
rematch with the Columbus Blue Jackets at PNC Arena. Too much rest 
and clearly some rust combined with a lackluster overall effort was a 
recipe for disaster: A 6-0 Blue Jackets win, just barely removed from a 7-
4 Canes comeback win for the ages in Columbus. 

“We were going to be scrambly and rusty, and I expected that,” head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said after Thursday’s debacle, “but not like that, 
that doesn’t affect how hard you’ve got to work, and we just didn’t come 
ready in that department.” 

For much of the week, anticipation had been building around the debut of 
newly signed rookie goalie Jack LaFontaine, who came on board in a 
rare mid-season signing due to a lack of goaltending depth across an 
organization decimated by injuries and COVID cases. There was chatter 
that LaFontaine, fresh from the University of Minnesota in the Big Ten, 
may start Thursday, with Frederik Andersen likely to start Tuesday in 
Philadelphia, and the Canes’ other NHL veteran, Antti Raanta, on the 
shelf with an injury. 

In yet another COVID shift, the Canes didn’t play in Philadelphia, 
allowing the team to start a fresh and rested Andersen on Thursday while 
LaFontaine guarded the bench. 

Until the score started to spiral. 

“We were giving up breakaway after breakaway, we weren’t going to 
leave Freddie in there to keep having that,” Brind’Amour said. “I figured, 
maybe we throw the kid in and we decide, ‘Oh, maybe we better not give 
those up,’ but that’s not what happened, unfortunately. I hate that we 
threw him in for that.” 

“That” was a barrage of action behind a porous defensive effort. The first 
shot LaFontaine saw in his NHL career came off the stick of Cole 
Sillinger on the back end of a breakaway. It went in. Two shots later, 
another breakaway, another goal. 

“It was embarrassing, I feel bad for our goalies,” Canes captain Jordan 
Staal said. “I really feel bad for Jack, that’s my bad there, and we’re 
going to play better in front of them come next game.” 

Less than an hour after Thursday’s loss, the team was already moving 
on. 

“We’re not going to get in full panic mode about one game,” defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo said. “I think we stunk tonight, but we know how good of 
a team we are, and we just have to start showing it.” 

The next chance to show it is Saturday, an increasingly rare second 
game within 48 hours. It’s a schedule the Canes are hoping steadies 
itself. 

“We do have to get into a groove and start playing games,” Staal said. 
“It’s been a frustrating last month, but our group, we’ll get into it and get 
some games under our belts and start playing Carolina Hurricane 
hockey.” 
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Bruins and Predators kept the hits coming at TD Garden 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont 

Globe Staff 

Updated January 15, 2022, 7:15 p.m. 

 

The Garden’s ice surface acted as stage for an impromptu Boston pops 
concert Saturday afternoon, the mellifluent sound of the Bruins and 
Predators popping one another and rattling boards for a combined total 
of 91 hits in what was an old-time grinder on Causeway Street. 

NHL records track hit totals back to only 2005-06. Admittedly, that omits 
decades of bumps and bruises, smacks and ice packs. 

Nonetheless in that defined timeframe, the 91-hitter (46 by the Predators, 
45 by the Bruins) topped the charts for any game the Bruins have played 
and ditto for the hit-for-hit, tit-for-tat Predators. 

It also qualified for the most hits in an NHL game this season, equaling 
the 91 Washington and Pittsburgh chalked up last Jan. 19, 2021. The 
league record: 120, posted by the Canadiens and Penguins on Dec. 10, 
2019. 

“You know, it does hurt to win, it hurts to win,” mused an energized coach 
Bruce Cassidy, after Taylor Hall’s OT goal finished the afternoon’s anvil 
chorus with a 4-3 win. “By that I mean you’ve got to take hits, give hits, 
you’ve got to block shots … a lot of little things go into it.” 

All in all, the heavy metal action made for what was the Bruins’ most 
entertaining game thus far in the 2021-22 season. The hitting was hard, 
often fierce, and for the most part clean, save perhaps for the sneaky 
elbow that Roman Josi drilled into Brad Marchand’s nose in the early 
going. 

Marchand’s beak sure has taken a beating of late. The L’il Ball o’Hate 
had it broken Monday night in Washington by Nic Dowd, thanks to an 
inadvertent (we think) stick chop. Josi’s hit had red streams running 
again from the star winger’s nostrils. 

If Marchand’s nose is popped again Tuesday night with the Hurricanes in 
town, it might have to be declared a FEMA Hazard Mitigation site. He’s 
among the game’s most adept at getting his nose in there. Getting out is 
another story. 

“There are certain guys on our team … like Marchy,” noted Hall, now 
playing his most productive hockey since his MVP season with the 
Devils. “Marchy is physical without open ice hits. He goes to dirty areas. 
A lot of guys on our team are starting to feel comfortable, myself 
included, playing that type of game.” 

Not everyone’s getting their honker minced into hamburger for their 
troubles. But hold no pity parties for Marchand, who also, when not 
undergoing his free rhinoplasty procedure, notched his 20th goal of the 
season — his 11th time reaching that plateau. 

Marchand also dished out the equal of what was received in the hit 
department, recording four smacks, including one midway through the 
third period that ended Dante Fabbro’s afternoon. He also crushed Josi 
off the top in OT, just in case the stellar blue liner thought he might leave 
town without a parting gift. 

“A good clean hit on Josi … if the hits are out there, take ‘em,” said 
Cassidy, later adding, “I think it’s a style we relish playing.” 
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Adding to the afternoon delight was that fact that not one of the 91 
smacks was followed by a gratuitous, ridiculous fight, or even as much as 
an good old-fashioned facewash. Two honest, adult teams with their big 
boy shorts hitched for the task. 

Too often in today’s game, a big hit, no matter how clean or perfectly 
legal, triggers a stupid fight. Usually, the only damage the hit has 
delivered is a bruised ego. 

The 60-plus minutes at the Garden brought a welcomed anomaly, two 
teams having at it, pound of flesh for pound of flesh, and only following 
up on hits with an eye toward landing the next one. 

“When you have the chance to pop someone clean, shoulder to shoulder, 
or shoulder to chest, its a really good thing to do. It gets the crowd going. 
It gets our bench going,” said Hall. “It doesn’t need to be a fight every 
time. I mean, if the other team’s mad at honest hits, clean hits, then that’s 
their problem. We know what we need to do.” 

Craig Smith labeled the effort “an energy blowout” one in which 
“everyone exerted what they needed to do.” 

“It’s a tough game,” added Smith, whose fifth goal of the season proved 
the 1-0 lead early in the first. “Physically and emotionally you pour 
everything into it.” 

All in all, a little bit of April, May and June playoff energy showed up on a 
frigid January afternoon in the wind-chilled West End. The two clubs 
battled as if it were Stanley Cup ice, the kind destined to melt under the 
feet of the losers. 

“You’ve got to play 20-something like that in the playoffs, typically,” said 
Cassidy, whose squad did just that in the spring of 2019, only to fall one 
win short, in large part because the Blues were a few body blows better. 
“You can have an off night, but in general, that’s how [the playoffs] go.” 

To that point, noted Hall, the sound of the January pops reverberating in 
the Garden concert hall, offered some spring time reassurance. 

“When the playoffs start, you need to have that game in your bag,” he 
said. “That was a fun game to play.” 
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Bruins defenseman Urho Vaakanainen showing he belongs in NHL 

 

By Matt Porter 

Globe Staff 

Updated January 15, 2022, 6:18 p.m. 

 

Five games into Urho Vaakanainen’s latest call-up, he is finally showing 
the Bruins that maybe they weren’t guilty of a reach when they chose him 
18th overall in the 2017 NHL Draft. 

The Finnish defenseman, who has had a brief stint with the varsity in 
each of his four North American pro seasons but has otherwise been 
baking in Providence, is beginning to look at home on the Boston back 
line. 

Skating a regular shift next to Charlie McAvoy, he recorded an assist on 
the overtime goal in Saturday afternoon’s win over the Predators, 
snatching a dangerous pass out of the air and turning the other way for 
David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall to finish the job. Vaakanainen has four 
assists in five games. 

Vaakanainen, who turned 23 on New Year’s Day, was a COVID-
necessitated recall for the Jan. 8 game against the Lightning. He had an 
assist and played 16:06. Another assist, and more trust (16:56) the next 

game against the Capitals. Another assist, and more trust (21:03) against 
the Canadiens, when he nearly scored his first NHL goal but saw it 
overturned on a scoring change. He logged a season-high 23:17 against 
the Flyers. 

“It’s really good to see a guy come in, play like he belongs off the bat,” 
Hall said. “A guy that comes into the lineup and plays to the best of his 
abilities, that’s all you can really ask for. 

“He can see the ice, he’s a really good penalty killer, he’s physical when 
he needs to be.” 

On Saturday, Vaakanainen (21:09, three shots, two blocks) earned 
coach Bruce Cassidy’s trust after tripping Matt Duchene with 6:26 left in a 
tied third period. 

“He’s a good player,” Cassidy said of Vaakanainen. “He’s just got to 
understand it’s an every-night business at this level. We certainly will 
allow guys to make mistakes and understand their youth. We’ve done it 
over the years, with guys that are mainstays now — McAvoy, [Matt] 
Grzelcyk, [Brandon] Carlo, Pastrnak, Jake [DeBrusk] … there’s a number 
of different guys that have done it, and he’ll be another one.” 

Outplaying Grzelcyk, McAvoy’s usual partner, will be a challenge. But 
Vaakanainen has shown he’s a legitimate NHL defenseman. 

“We’re kind of at that point where you’re wondering after a few years,” 
Cassidy said. “He’s not a kid-kid anymore, where he’s a first-year pro. 
He’s seen it, it’s time to start doing it. An opportunity arose, and some 
guys kick the door down, other guys gently step through it. I think he’s 
somewhere in between there, and he’s doing a good job. He’s going to 
make [the staff make] difficult decisions when we’re 100 percent healthy.” 

Getting it done 

McAvoy led the way with 27:44 of ice time, assisting on Brad Marchand’s 
third-period goal and landing a few stiff hits. He’s filling the stat sheet, as 
usual, but not feeling 100 percent. 

The No. 1 defenseman is still battling a lower-body injury, Cassidy 
revealed before the game. McAvoy missed games against Minnesota 
(Jan. 6) and Tampa Bay (Jan. 8). 

“A little discomfort” remains, Cassidy said. “The Philly game [on 
Thursday], he had a few puck plays he typically wouldn’t make, but that 
happens through the course of the year. Whether that’s injury-related or 
not, I don’t know.” 

Goalie competition 

No lingering problems for Tuukka Rask, who looked sharp in his return 
against the Flyers. While Cassidy didn’t reveal his goalie plans for 
Tuesday against the Hurricanes, he said Rask could handle trading the 
net with Linus Ullmark until one emerges as the bona fide No. 1. Cassidy: 
“They’re both very healthy right now” … After three games on the COVID 
list, Derek Forbort returned to the lineup and tangled with Nashville’s 
Michael McCarron (6 feet 6 inches, 229 pounds). Forbort, some 2 inches 
shorter and 15 pounds lighter, took the loss … Jack Ahcan sat as Forbort 
teamed with call-up Tyler Lewington on the third pair. Lewington dropped 
the gloves with Philadelphia’s Zack MacEwen on Thursday … Trent 
Frederic, hit high on Monday by his nemesis, Washington’s Alex 
Ovechkin, has not returned to practice. The Bruins are off Sunday … 
Connor Clifton remained on the COVID list … Not a good day for the 
fourth line, which had been very good of late. Shot attempts were 11-2, 
Nashville, when Anton Blidh, Tomas Nosek, and Curtis Lazar were on 
the ice. The Predators scored the 2-1 goal when Lazar let Dante Fabbro 
get between him and the puck, leading to a turnover, quick pass, and 
Colton Sissons’s strike … It was a rare underwater game at the dot for 
Patrice Bergeron (44 percent, 14 for 32, including a 4-15 record against 
Ryan Johansen). The rest of the Bruins’ centers were even less sharp: 
Erik Haula was 3 for 7 (43 percent), Charlie Coyle 5 for 14 (36 percent), 
and Nosek 4 for 12 (33 percent) … Bergeron and Craig Smith led the 
Bruins with six shots. DeBrusk and Hall each put five on goal … McAvoy, 
Blidh, and Oskar Steen landed six hits each. 
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Bruins defeat Western Conference-leading Predators in overtime 

 

By Matt Porter 

Globe Staff 

Updated January 15, 2022, 3:52 p.m. 

 

On one of the coldest days of the year, two of the NHL’s hottest teams 
put on a sizzling show. 

The Bruins emerged with a 4-3 overtime win over the Nashville Predators 
thanks to a second-chance goal from Taylor Hall, finishing a back-and-
forth, hit-for-hit affair with a frenzy. 

Following a David Pastrnak bid that trickled through Predators netminder 
Juuse Saros, Hall forced his way past defenseman Alexandre Carrier 
and knocked it home at 1:41 of the extra period. 

The Bruins (22-11-2), have won eight of nine since Jan. 1, and opened 
up a 9-point edge on the Red Wings, who played later Saturday, for the 
second wild-card spot. 

The Bruins took down the Western Conference leaders (24-12-3) with 
pace and physicality. Hits were 46-45, Nashville, as the teams kept 
crashing into each other. Maybe it was the memory of the last time they 
played, when Filip Forsberg broke Patrice Bergeron’s nose with a 
questionable hit. Forsberg (COVID) was out of the lineup, but most 
everyone who played seemed willing to engage. 

“A playoff-style game,” coach Bruins Bruce Cassidy said. “We responded 
well.” 

With the puck, they looked like the Bruins of late: quick in transition, legs 
in motion, working as a unit. They had to recapture their flow after losing 
a 2-0 lead, built on first-period goals by Craig Smith and Mike Reilly. 
Colton Sissons and Luke Kunin pulled the visitors even, the latter beating 
a screened Linus Ullmark (26 saves) with a wrister off the rush. 

Brad Marchand’s 20th of the season put the Bruins ahead, 3-2, with a 
power-play snipe at 3:50 of the third, raising his line to 9-7–16 in his last 
nine games. It’s the ninth straight 20-goal season for Marchand, and 11th 
of his career. 

Predators captain Roman Josi took advantage of a Pastrnak turnover 
and tied it less than three minutes later, setting up the thrilling finish. 

Special teams were critical. Marchand’s goal, on the only Boston power 
play of the game, came when Derek Forbort, the defensive-minded 
backliner, drew a holding call on the breakout and Marchand ripped one 
past Saros from the right wing. 

Nashville was 8 for 22 on the power play since Jan. 1, but the Bruins 
killed both PPs they saw. While holding a 2-1 lead in the second, and 
their top penalty-kill defense pair (Forbort and Brandon Carlo) both 
penalized, Urho Vaakanainen logged 1:55, Bergeron and Marchand 1:31 
each, and Tyler Lewington 1:15. 

In a tied third, Bruins had to kill a Vaakanainen tripping minor with 6:26 
left. Forbort was out there for 2:18. 

“We didn’t get the clears we wanted, so to be able to stay composed and 
keep your structure,” Cassidy said. “To have the mental toughness to 
hang in there, eat a puck when you need to, is important.” 

Before all the grittiness, there was some pretty offensive touch. 

Smith, apparently a morning person, opened the matinee scoring at 3:20 
of the first. The ex-Predator took a slick one-touch feed from Bergeron 
and ripped it over Saros’s glove. Bergeron, driving the slot, brilliantly 
redirected Marchand’s pass from the left wing to load Smith’s rocket. The 
latter served up a “Superman” celebration for the crowd. 

At 7:37, Reilly made it 2-0 with patience. With the Predators making a 
line change, Pastrnak, Hall, and Erik Haula passed their way into space. 
Reilly pinched, cut across the slot after accepting Haula’s feed, and had 
the puck in a backhand glide for nearly a two-count before lifting it past a 
scrambling Saros. 

On NESN, Jack Edwards flashed back to the 2008 playoffs, when Marco 
Sturm gave the up-and-coming Bruins a win in Game 6 over the 
Canadiens. Not quite a “this building is vibrating” moment, but Reilly now 
has a career high in goals (four). 

“He had a lot of pop today,” Cassidy said. 

The mood soured a bit when Sissons zipped Nashville’s fifth shot of the 
game past Ullmark at 14:30 of the first. Fault Lewington and Curtis Lazar 
for a turnover, but the Bruins, arguably the best team in the league at 
protecting their slot, let Sissons have free entry. 

The Predators, controlling their share of play during the second period, 
tied it at 7:32. From atop the circle, Kunin shot it through Carlo, sneaking 
one under Ullmark’s arm. 

Following Kunin’s goal, the Bruins had 23 of the 29 shots until Marchand, 
who had gauze stuffed in each nostril of his broken nose after taking an 
inadvertent elbow from Josi, made it 3-2. 

Marchand, who was shown skating past the Nashville bench with a 
“shhhh” finger to his lips, later sent Dante Fabbro to the room with a 
green-light hit behind the net. 

Pastrnak’s turnover created Josi’s tying goal at 6:26 of the third, the 
winger duffing a flip out of the defensive zone. 

But he rebounded with a play in OT, as did Vaakanainen. The new year 
remains good to the Bruins, who have shaken their October, November, 
and December doldrums. 

“You wish for that,” Bergeron said. “Early on, there was a lot of work to 
do getting to know everyone, meshing together, and finding the 
chemistry. Maybe it took longer than expected … I think that reset, the 
time off around Christmastime, was good for a lot of guys.” 
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Bruins Notebook: Urho Vaakanainen comes through at the end 

 

Steve Conroy 

1/15/2022 

 

Just what kind of NHL player Urho Vaakanainen will be is not yet clear. 
But contrary to what many believed up until just a couple of weeks ago, 
he is at least beginning to look like he’s rounding into pro form. 

Playing in his fifth straight game Saturday since being called up, the B’s 
first-round pick from 2017 (18th overall) continued to play well in the 
Bruins’ 4-3 overtime win over Nashville on Saturday and show off a 
burgeoning confidence. 

And it was tested. 

The 23-year-old Vaakanainen took a tripping penalty against a 
forechecking Matt Duchene with 6:26 left in regulation, an infraction that 
was more bad luck and bad timing than it was a bad penalty. 
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Vaakanainen had tried to clear the puck up along the boards but 
Duchene blocked it and skated into the young defenseman’s stick, 
drawing the call. 

The B’s were able to kill that off for Vaakanainen and then he paid back 
his teammates with a solid play in overtime leading the Taylor Hall‘s 
winning goal. Tanner Jeannot attempted to sift a pass through 
Vaakanainen that, if it had gotten through, could have created a game-
winning play for the Predators. Instead, Vaakanainen picked it off, quickly 
transitioned up to David Pastrnak and Hall finished off the play and the 
game. 

“He’s a good player, he’s just got to understand it’s an every-night 
business at this level,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “We certainly will allow 
guys to make mistakes and we understand their youth. We’ve done it 
over the years with a lot of guys who are mainstays now, from (Charlie) 
McAvoy, (Matt) Grzelcyk, (Brandon) Carlo, (David) Pastrnak, Jake 
(DeBrusk) only spent one year in Providence and has worked his way 
through. There’s a number of different guys who have all done it, and 
he’ll be another one. If he can outplay his competition then he’ll get his 
opportunity. 

“But it’s nice to see him do well because we’re kind of at that point where 
you’re wondering after a few years. He’s not like a kid anymore, where 
he’s a first-year pro. He’s seen it. Time to start doing it. Opportunity 
arose. Some guys kick the door down. Other guys kind of gently step 
through it. And I think he’s somewhere in between and he’s doing a good 
job. He’s going to make it a difficult decision when we’re 100 percent 
healthy. That’s what we want as an organization. You need that circle of 
life when the young guys come in.” 

In five games, Vaakanainen has four assists (he had what was believed 
to be his first NHL goal against Montreal later given to Curtis Lazar) and 
after his plus-2 performance on Saturday, he’s plus-6. 

“It’s really good to see a guy come in and play like he belongs right off 
the bat,” said Hall. “That speaks probably to his off-season training, his 
development as a player throughout the last couple of years – a guy that 
comes into the lineup and plays to the best of his abilities. That’s all you 
can really ask for, just be the best version of you. He can see the ice. 
He’s a really good penalty killer, he’s physical when he needs to be…He 
and (Oskar) Steen have fit in seamlessly. That’s what you need as the 
season goes on, you need guys who can come in and give you a jolt.” 

Words of wisdom 

After the entertaining win, the B’s eighth in nine games since the break, 
Cassidy was asked if he was having fun. 

“Fun is not usually equated with the word ‘coach’ a lot. We’re kind of 
crusty at times,” joked Cassidy. 

Then he relayed a story from when he was playing for coach Darryl 
Sutter for the Indianapolis Ice in the old IHL. 

After a loss upended a win streak, Sutter went into the room and wrote 
three things on the board. 

“Work. Win. And have fun,” said Cassidy. “And he said ‘don’t mess up 
the order.’” 

This and that 

Cassidy said that he”ll most likely alternate Tuukka Rask and Linus 
Ullmark, who made 26 saves for the victory on Saturday, at least to start. 

“I think that would be our first thought. Get them both work, especially 
with the schedule. If one passes the other, then you look at that and go 
from there,” said Cassidy. … 

The B’s had a rare off outing in the dot, winning 29 draws and losing 45. 
The only player with a winning percentage was Brad Marchand (2-for-3). 
Patrice Bergeron, who’s had some dominant games lately, was 14 of 32. 
… 

After a couple of tough games after coming back from a lower body 
injury, McAvoy looked more like himself. In 27:44 of ice time, he 
delivered six hits, picked up a helper, landing three shots and blocked 
three. 
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Taylor Hall OT winner lifts Bruins over Nashville 

 

Steve Conroy 

1/15/2022 

 

The Bruins are proving a lot on this run that has seen them win eight-of-
nine since the extended Christmas/COVID break. They are a much more 
capable offensive team than they showed in the first three months of the 
season. They can defend well. They have the potential to have some of 
the best goaltending in the league. 

And on Saturday at the Garden against a good, physical Nashville 
Predators team, the B’s not only demonstrated they can take a figurative 
punch, they can throw them right back. 

In a thoroughly entertaining game that saw 91 hits thrown (46 for 
Nashville, 45 for Boston), the B’s may have lost a couple of leads to the 
flexing Preds, but they refused to allow their visitors to take full control of 
the game. Whenever it looked like that might happen, the B’s responded. 

Finally, Taylor Hall buried the overtime winner after a David Pastrnak 
shot broke through goalie Jusse Saros to lift the B’s to a 4-3 victory over 
the Preds to send fans home both happy and well-nourished from an 
afternoon of terrific hockey, the B’s fifth straight win. 

It definitely was a modern-day NHL battle – only one fight occurred – but 
it was not a game for the faint-hearted. 

How pleased was coach Bruce Cassidy with his team’s battle level, 
especially considering they were missing two of their more physical 
players in the injured Trent Frederic and Nick Foligno? 

“Very, to be honest with you” said Cassidy. “All in all, I’d describe it as a 
playoff-style game and we responded well. They had a good push in the 
second. We knew they would, probably the only area of the game we 
were not at our best, and we got it back at the end of the second.” 

The hits kept coming in a back-and-forth third. Brad Marchand, who took 
an inadvertent elbow from Roman Josi in the second period that opened 
up the blood flow from his already broken nose, buried Dante Fabbro 
with a hit. At the end of a late penalty kill, Charlie McAvoy tagged Mikael 
Granlund with a nice belt behind the B’s net. Anton Blidh and Oskar 
Steen each delivered six hits on the day. 

The rough stuff may have been more Nashville’s game than the B’s, but 
the Preds’ training staff was surely giving out as many ice bags as the 
B’s after the game. 

“It does hurt to win. It hurts to win,” said Cassidy. “You’ve got to take hits, 
give hits, block shots. There’s a lot of little things that go into it.” 

After coughing up an early 2-0 lead attained on pretty rush goals from 
Craig Smith and Mike Reilly in the first 7:37, the B’s found themselves 
even at 2-2 going into the third. 

The Preds got one back before the first period ended on a Colton 
Sissons goal off a thwarted rim attempt by Ty Lewington. 

Then Nashville turned up the heat physically in the second, tying it at 
7:32 on a Luke Kunin goal that beat Linus Ullmark from the top of the 
right circle. 
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The B’s were being outshot 8-1 at the point, but immediately turned the 
tide, getting the next 10 shots on net. 

The game only got more entertaining as it went into the third. Marchand 
snapped the deadlock at 3:50 of the third on the B’s first power-play of 
the day. With Tanner Jeannot getting ready to come out of the box, 
Marchand beat Saros with a high wrist shot from the right circle for his 
20th. 

But the Preds came right back to tie it 2:36 later. 

Pastrnak fanned on a clear and it went right to Philip Tomasino on the left 
boards. He fed it to Roman Josi, who blasted it far side past Linus 
Ullmark to make it 3-3. 

The B’s had to survive a Urho Vaakanainen penalty late in regulation and 
then Vaakanainen was on the ice to start the game-winning play. 

With the Preds breaking in on an odd-man rush, Vaakanainen picked off 
the Jeannot pass in his own slot and immediately zipped it up to Pastrnak 
on the right wing for the counter-attack. His shot dribbled through Saros’ 
pads and Hall was there to knock home the loose puck. 

That completed the season sweep of the Western Conference-leading 
Predators. 

“They started off being physical and we matched it,” said Hall. 
“Ultimately, that’s the team you want to be. You want to be able to play 
different styles of games. Not every game’s going to be the same but if 
we can be physical at the right times, especially on our home ice, that’s 
something that’s going to a strength of ours as the season goes. And 
when the playoffs start, you need to have that game in your bag. That 
was a fun game to play.” 

And, yes, the playoffs are starting to feel more like a “when” and less of 
an “if” for this Bruins team. 
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Watch Taylor Hall beat Predators, extend Bruins' win streak with OT goal 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins are the hottest team in the NHL, and they beat 
another quality opponent Saturday afternoon at TD Garden.T 

The B's beat the Western Conference-leading Nashville Predators 4-3 in 
overtime when Taylor Hall pounced on a loose puck in front of the net 
and secured Boston's fifth consecutive win. 

Hall now has 14 points (three goals, 11 assists) in the last 13 games. 
After a slow start to the season, Hall is finally producing offensively at a 
consistent rate and providing the team with much-needed scoring depth 
on the second line. 

Brad Marchand reacts to snub from All-Star Game with praise for 
teammate 

The Bruins jumped out to a 2-0 lead Saturday, but the Predators 
bounced back with two goals to enter the third period tied. After Brad 
Marchand put the B's ahead again with his team-leading 20th goal of the 
season, the Preds equalized less than three minutes later on a tally by 
Roman Josi. Hall's goal improved the B's record to 3-1-1 in OT/shootout. 

The Bruins' triumph in overtime gives them eight victories in their nine 
January games. This recent run of success has pulled the B's within 
three points of third place in the Atlantic Division and one point behind 
the Pittsburgh Penguins for the first wild card spot in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Boston has a few days off before resuming its homestand with a Tuesday 
night game versus the Carolina Hurricanes. 
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Talking Points: Bruins Follow Darryl Sutter Model To Fifth-Straight Win 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

Published 11 hours ago on January 15, 2022 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points after the Boston Bruins racked 
up their fifth-straight victory with a 4-3 overtime win over the Nashville 
Predators at TD Garden Saturday: 

GOLD STAR: Bruins And Preds 

That was playoff hockey in January! If you can name me a better game 
the Boston Bruins have played in during this 2021-22 regular season and 
prove it, I will send you a sixer of your favorite beer or a bottle of your 
favorite wine($25 or under) or liquor ($30 or under) next week. The 
Bruins and Predators combined for a total of 91 hits with the visitors 
holding a slight 46-45 edge. Twice the Preds came back to tie the game 
and twice the B’s took the lead back with the final dagger being Hall’s 
overtime winner. 

“Very, to be honest with you,” Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy 
responded when he was asked how happy he was the way his team 
responded physically. “We tried to finish the checks that were there; I 
don’t know what the hits were on both sides but the hits were there, 
probably one of the higher numbers of quantity hits on both sides. 
Certainly, everybody is capable of it. We saw that with ‘Marchy’ [Brad 
Marchand] on [Dante] Fabbro, then drills Josi in overtime, clean hit. 

So, they were out there, take em. I thought Taylor Hall had a good hit 
and take the ones where you gotta rub people out. Finish and jump into 
the play. So all in all, as you describe it as a playoff-style game and we 
responded well. They had a good push in the second and we knew they 
would; probably the only area of the game that we were not at our best, 
and got it back at the end of the second. Got our game back where we 
wanted it and we addressed that going into the second intermission, that 
we found our game, we got into it, and let’s go! I thought we were the 
better team in the third and eventually got the win.” 

 GAME OVER, Bs WIN   

Taylor Hall wins it in OT with this greasy net-front goal!#NHLBruins 
4#Preds 3 pic.twitter.com/GyUkUbBdbe 

— Hockey Night in New England (@HockeyNightInNE) January 15, 2022 

BLACK EYE: Pasta’s Turnover 

Let’s just go to, first the video of David Pastrnak’s turnover that led to 
Josi’s game-tying goal 6:26 into the third period. 

Roman Josi ties it up. 

Yikes, that’s a bad turnover for David Pastrnak. 

3-3. pic.twitter.com/usMdvok6Pi 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) January 15, 2022 

And now my tweets on that turnover: 

That's where the #NHLBruins miss having Pasta with Bergeron and 
Marchand. More often than not, they're a safety net for Pasta's brain 
cramps. 
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*That's not a shot at Pasta. Just the truth. For everything else he does, 
they can take the brain cramps here and there. 

— MurphysLaw74 (@MurphysLaw74) January 15, 2022 

That pretty much sums that up. 

TURNING POINT: Bruins Penalty Kill  

The Boston Bruins killed off both Nashville Predators’ powerplays but 
shutting down the second Predators’ powerplay seemed to bring the 
Boston Bruins back together as an overall unit. Bruins defenseman Urho 
Vaakanainen went to the sin-bin for tripping at 13:34 with the game tied 
at three. In a back-and-forth game like this, that Nashville Predators’ 
powerplay had the potential to be a gamechanger but the PK came up 
huge for the Boston Bruins. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Charlie McAvoy 

Prior to the Boston Bruins extending their win streak to five games, 
Cassidy was asked about McAvoy and how he was acclimating back into 
the lineup after a two-game absence due to a lower-body injury that kept 
him out from Jan. 4-10: 

“A little lower-body injury that he’s played through, a little discomfort,” 
Cassidy replied. ‘Yeah, I think he Philly game, he had a couple of puck 
plays that he wouldn’t usually make but that happens through the course 
of the year, whether that’s injury or not I wouldn’t know but I suspect he’ll 
be better today in that area and again, like a lot of the players, especially 
the good ones, they’re gonna get extra attention out there so they gotta 
make sure they’re mentally ready to go and fight through it. He’ll be able 
to do that; he’s a leader on our team and I suspect he’ll have his game 
back today.” 

Cassidy was dead on as McAvoy once again, in a very physical game, 
reminded the league that so far this season, he’s a legit Norris Trophy 
candidate. The Bruins’ best defenseman assisted on Marchand’s 
powerplay goal that gave the Bruins the lead 3:50 into the third period. 
He also had three shots, six hits, and two blocked shots in 27:44 TOI. 

Following the win, Hall praised McAvoy for elevating the game of every 
fellow Bruins rearguard he’s paired with: 

“He’s such a good player…That’s a real skill to have, to play with 
anyone…I think the world of Charlie as a guy and a teammate,” Hall said. 

A perfect sequence from Charlie McAvoy on this play. #NHLBruins | 
#NHL 

pic.twitter.com/6Z43kvh8fY 

— Jamie Gatlin (@JamieGatlin17) January 15, 2022 

BY THE NUMBERS: Faceoff Anomaly 

With one of the best faceoff masters of the last 20 years in Bergeron, the 
Boston Bruins rarely lose at the Faceoff dot. Oddly, that wasn’t the case 
Saturday as the Predators took the faceoff battle 45-29 and Bergeron 
went 14 of 18 at the dot. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “Work, win and have fun. Don’t mess up the order of 
it” – Cassidy quoting his former coach and current Calgary Flames head 
coach Darryl Sutter. That’s exactly what the Bruins are doing right now. 
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Cassidy Praises DeBrusk But Says Bruins Winger Still Wants Trade 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

Published 14 hours ago on January 15, 2022 

 

As far as Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy knows, winger Jake 
DeBrusk has not changed his mind and rescinded his trade request he 
made to the Bruins via his agent Rick Valette back on November 29. 

“I don’t know if he’s changed his mind, that’s probably a question served 
for other people,” Cassidy said. “He hasn’t said that to me at all.” 

DeBrusk has yet to meet the media or make any comment on the matter 
since the trade request became public, but as far as Cassidy is 
concerned, he’s been better on the ice and done all his talking there in 
the 12 games he’s played since the trade request news broke. The 
Boston Bruins bench boss did, however, as he has numerous times 
before, urged the 25-year-old winger to not let his scoring woes lead to 
frustration and to take a lesson from teammate David Pastrnak. After 
going nine games without a goal, Pastrnak has eight goals in his last 
seven games and notched a hat trick in the Bruins’ 3-2 win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday. 

“I think his play has been good,” Cassidy said of DeBrusk who has two 
goals and two assists in his last 12 games. “I don’t think he’s been 
rewarded much going to the net recently, he’s had some looks, but that is 
where you gotta keep pushing because that was ‘Pasta’ three weeks 
ago. He had some looks, it wasn’t going in, and look at him now. So, you 
gotta stay with it, you gotta bear down. You just need to do the things you 
need to do: hit the net when you do get chances – ‘Pasta’ has done that 
a lot better – and go from there.” 

Still, while DeBrusk may be gripping the stick a bit too much as he tries to 
snap what was a seven-game goalless streak heading into Saturday’s tilt 
with the Nashville Predators, Cassidy sees a player who’d been more 
committed to both sides of the game. 

“I think away from the puck, Jake’s done what we’ve asked,” said the 
Boston Bruins bench boss. “He’s made some mistakes but like every 
other guy on the team where we’ve worked to correct, away from the 
game. But I think, to answer your question, he’s helped us win games 
here and whatever happens, down the road happens. Like I said the 
other day, everyone involved is doing his part. From the player to the 
staff, to his teammates, to try and make it work for everybody and help us 
win games and I think that’s the objective right now and it’s worked out 
that way.” 
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BHN Puck Links: Bruins, Forbort, Habs GM Search, NHL Trade Talk 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

Published 18 hours ago on January 15, 2022  

 

The Boston Bruins could be getting a defenseman back from COVID 
Protocol Saturday when they host the Nashville Predators. 

The Montreal Canadiens are narrowing down their list of candidates for a 
new general manager job and a candidate with strong Quebec hockey 
ties has become a frontrunner again. 

The NHL trade market is heating up but one big name may stay put.  

That and more in the latest MHN Puck Links: 

Boston Bruins 

Boston Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort is out of COVID protocol and 
could play Saturday against the Nashville Predators. (BHN) 

Brad Marchand is officially the Rodney Dangerfield of the NHL. (BHN) 
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National Hockey Now 

We may have to scratch San Jose Sharks center Tomas Hertl’s name off 
the NHL trade market soon because he may be staying put. (San Jose 
Hockey Now) 

Speaking of the NHL trade market, some big-name Vancouver Canucks 
are reportedly available at the right price. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

Say what you want about Brad Marchand, but if you’re a real NHL fan, 
you can agree he ‘got hosed’ when he was selected to the All-Star game. 
(Boston Hockey Now) 

Could Rick Tocchet be the answer behind the bench for the Philadelphia 
Flyers? (Philly Hockey Now) 

Has Alexander Romanov established himself as one of the NHL’s best 
hitters? (Montreal Hockey Now) 

New York Islanders forward Ross Johnston was suspended three games 
Friday for an illegal check to the head of New Jersey Devils forward A.J. 
Greer. (NYI Hockey Now) 

Should Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry be part of the Vezina 
Trophy (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

Two years ago, Washington Capitals superstar Washington Ovechkin 
was suspended one game for skipping the 2020 All-Star game in St. 
Louis but there’s no way he was going to miss out on the festivities in 
Vegas this year. (Washington Hockey Now) 

The future for the Detroit Red Wings is looking bright but could they use 
some more scoring in the pipeline? Could they turn to the NHL trade 
market for that or will they keep stockpiling prospects? (Detroit Hockey 
Now) 

Colorado Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog is back from his latest 
stint in COVID protocol. (Colorado Hockey Now) 

So how much playoff experience do the Vegas Golden Knights really 
have? (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Not even Matthew Tkachuk’s brother Brady is free of his dirty antics on 
the ice (Calgary Hockey Now) 

NHL 

Per TSN and Athletic Insider Pierre LeBrun, longtime player agent 
(whose clients include Quebec natives Patrice Bergeron and Kris 
Letang), has re-emerged as a candidate for the Montreal Canadiens GM 
job. As mentioned above, the NHL trade market is heating up so it would 
behoove Canadiens executive vice president of hockey operations, Jeff 
Gorton, to hire someone soon. (TSN) 

Is Toronto Maple Leafs forward Mitch Marner about to go on a hot 
streak? (TSN) 

What can be done to fix the way NHL All-Star teams are selected? 
(Sportsnet) 
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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 27 Boston Bruins 

 

Scott Wheeler 

1/15/2022 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 

series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

The Bruins had, for my money, their best draft in years in 2021. And so 
despite having graduated or moved six of the 16 players who appeared 
in last year’s ranking, I’m still higher on where Boston’s pool is at than I 
have been in years. 

It’s still lacking in both quality and quantity relative to the field, but it’s 
definitely in better shape than it has been in each of the previous two 
years of this project. They’ve progressed from having a group made up 
entirely of peripherally-interesting depth pieces, to one that now has at 
least a small number of players who project higher into an NHL lineup at 
their ceilings. A couple of those were drafted in 2021. And another has 
progressed better than I anticipated to establish himself as a legitimate 
prospect. 

The Bruins pool’s biggest hole is now in net in the aftermath of Jeremy 
Swayman’s promotion and Dan Vladar’s offseason trade to the Flames 
for a 2022 third-round pick. 

In theory, that pick helps bolster the Bruins’ pool this time next year as 
well. While the Bruins have already dealt their own third-rounder to the 
Senators in last year’s move to acquire Mike Reilly, the Bruins have a 
selection in each of the draft’s seven rounds for 2022. Hanging onto 
those, which they haven’t done much of in recent years in pursuit of 
contention, will be vital if the Bruins want to seriously address a 
longstanding organizational disadvantage within their prospect pool — 
and if they want to lessen the challenges that may loom around the 
corner in the post-Bergeron-and-Rask era. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 31 (change: +4) 

1. Fabian Lysell, RW, 18 (Vancouver Giants) 

Lysell is a dynamic, free-flowing skater who has rare top speed and 
agility with the puck on his stick. That’s where his game starts. And while 
his production didn’t pop in his bizarre draft year (a draft year that saw 
him play in the SHL by default when the J20 level, where he should have 
stayed a little longer, shut down) and didn’t pop to start in the WHL this 
season, things really began to click for him in late November and he 
hasn’t really slowed down (pun intended) since. Lysell’s not a one-trick 
pony either. The highlight pack is about the end-to-end rushes and the 
dashes through holes in coverage, for sure. But he can also dance a 
defender by pulling pucks through his wide stance and across his body to 
beat them with not just a lateral cut but his hands. And he can dance 
defenders to the outside with his high-end top speed or a quick change of 
pace (both of which grade out at or near the top of this draft. He’s got 
cuts, and stops and starts, and directional changes. Though his shot isn’t 
powerful per se, it’s deceptive off the blade and accurate. And then 
without the puck, while he’s not a physical player, he’s a puck thief off of 
back pressure. I do still think he can come and go in games and try to do 
too much, and I worry that his effectiveness may wane against pros as 
his ability to flash and dash is diminished, but there’s no question his 
skating will translate and the potential to add to that with a little more 
strength should excite rather than worry. He’s going to need to learn to 
operate a little differently to be effective at higher levels but some of that 
learning curve has already begun in his transition to the smaller sheet in 
North America. The Bruins have lacked prospects with upside for some 
time now and he gives them one. 

Watch the way he knifes through coverage here: 

2. Jack Studnicka, C, 22 (Providence Bruins/Boston Bruins) 

The clock is now ticking on Studnicka, who will graduate out of my 
definition of “prospecthood” when he turns 23 in February. I’ve taken a 
little bit of heat over the years for being a little lower on him than some 
others but he’s now getting to the age where it’s incumbent on him to 
prove he can be an everyday NHLer and fulfill the belief many in hockey 
have long had in him. I think his game is just a little too bland offensively 
to project as more than a good bottom-six piece. But while my rankings 
tend to centre on upside more than proximity, the Bruins’ lack of 
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prospects who look like they could be more than that keeps Studnicka 
ranked this high on proximity. There’s plenty to like about Studnicka. He 
plays a versatile game that boasts decent all-around puck skill. I’ve never 
had any major qualms with the way he plays the game. He’s diligent, 
there’s detail to his game in all three zones, he fights for his ice in 50/50 
battles, he’s probably going to be a useful NHL penalty killer throughout 
his career, etc. He does a good job protecting the puck and beating the 
first layer of pressure to get to his spots and make plays for himself or his 
linemates. But I don’t think he’s a particularly dangerous rush player and 
he’s never going to be a dynamic player in traffic, 

3. Mason Lohrei, LHD, 20 (Ohio State University) 

Lohrei just keeps getting better and moving the goalposts I’ve set for him, 
to the point where his development may now be the most important thing 
that’s happening in the Bruins’ pool. He went from undrafted, to second-
team All-Star and overaged second-rounder, to USHL Defenceman of 
the Year, to top college freshman. And while he’s not a true freshman, 
his play hasn’t looked like that of one either. I wondered whether, when 
his age and size advantage were muted at the college level, whether his 
tools on either side of the puck would translate smoothly. But he has 
looked the part, immediately becoming a go-to player for the Buckeyes at 
both ends. His tools, which have always stood out (the 6-foot-4 frame, 
the comfort level with the puck on his stick considering that size, the 
physical imposition, etc.) look more and more polished, which is a big 
deal. He can’t afford to stay for four years at college and remain a top 
prospect. He’s about to turn 21 and there just aren’t many players turning 
pro with much fanfare at 24. But I don’t think two-and-done or three-and-
done is out of the question for him at all. 

4. Brett Harrison, C, 18 (Oshawa Generals) 

I thought about ranking Harrison a spot or two lower than this, which is 
where he would rank in a consensus, but on age, and projection, I think 
the rest of the names in the Bruins’ pool top out as role players and may 
become a little more than that if he develops on the right trajectory. I 
think he was better than he was given credit for in his brief stint in Finland 
last year and I’ve really liked what I’ve seen out of him in Oshawa (where 
he’s an assistant captain) this year, even though the numbers look good 
but not great. Harrison possesses NHL size and a multi-dimensional 
shot, with the ability to score with his one-timer (which can look a little off 
balance and haywire but really pops from his off-wing on the power play). 
He can also lean into a slap shot, generate power off of his backhand 
(goalies struggle to control rebounds from his backhand because it 
comes off with a lot of spin), rip the curl-and-drag, or use his frame to 
lean into his snap shot. Inside the offensive zone, he’s dangerous as a 
catch-and-release player or off of a drive to the net when he drops a 
shoulder and attacks. He’s also got sneaky vision when opposing teams 
try to protect against his shot (he’ll hit the middle lane and execute one-
touch passes through seams). And he’s got great feel around the net and 
does a good job getting to the centre of the ice to tip and redirect pucks. 
His stride can look choppy and occasionally breaks down, but he 
generates decent power through, does a good job keeping his feet 
moving, and makes it hard for defenders to take back possession with his 
ability to protect the puck out wide to his body. Add in a determined off-
puck approach and I think you might have a complementary scorer. 

5. John Beecher, C, 20 (University of Michigan) 

When I watched the Wolverines in Ann Arbor at the end of November, 
the only thing that stood out about Beecher’s game was how frustrated 
he was. There was a lot of head-shaking and stick-banging. The easy 
way of explaining why Beecher doesn’t look like a first-round pick is to 
chalk it up to the pandemic, and the challenges he faced last year, and 
the stacked team that plays in front of him to generate the offence. But I’d 
argue there have been warning signs dating back to his draft year and 
that he never should have been selected as high as he was at No. 30 in 
2019. The Bruins — and they weren’t alone — clearly fell in love with this 
big (currently 6-foot-3, 210 pounds), athletic, physical, fast player who 
they hoped would impose himself as a power forward type who goes and 
gets pucks, plays on the cycle, and pushes play from the wall to the 
middle-third of the ice. But the problem he always faced is that he has 

never been a go-to driver of offense at any level. Whenever high-skill 
players have entered the fold, he has been the one to take a backseat 
rather than the other way around. And when you’ve always been that 
guy, it’s never suddenly going to go the other direction. So while the 
Bruins probably hoped for a top-nine piece, I think it should have been 
hard for them to project him as more than a depth guy. Now he’s a junior, 
his skill lags behind, and it just feels more and more like he’s always 
going to be the third-most talented player on any line he plays on. 
There’s too much give-and-go reliance, too many bobbles of the puck, 
and too little playmaking. That doesn’t mean he doesn’t become an 
NHLer. There are plenty of good NHLers who are the third-best players 
on their lines. Zach Hyman and others have made careers out of it. But 
expectations — and draft picks — should be tempered accordingly. 

6. Jakub Lauko, C/RW, 21 (Providence Bruins) 

I’ve admittedly always been lower than most on Lauko, who has definitely 
had some proponents over the years. And while he has slowly turned me 
into more of a believer in his NHL likelihood, I think the upside remains 
about where I’ve always had it, which is as a tweener/role player. He’s 
one of those players who looks good whenever you watch him but will 
never really “wow” you, and has never really taken over as a dominant 
player at lower levels. Some of his ordinariness is a byproduct of injuries 
and an advanced development path which thrust him into the pro ranks 
(where he had to develop some of the detail and couldn’t necessarily 
develop some of the offensive prowess) early. And while his confidence 
and O-zone play has developed nicely in the AHL, I remain worried that 
he may never be much of a creator at the NHL level. Still, Lauko’s a 
smart, driven player with a decent shot, a pro frame, and a knowledge of 
how to get the most out of himself. And while this season hasn’t looked 
like the last one did for him, he still belongs in the call-up conversation. 

7. Ty Gallagher, RHD, 18 (Boston University) 

The Terriers have struggled this year but I’ve been impressed by 
Gallagher whenever I’ve watched them play. He’s not a high-end 
prospect but he’s a good player who knows what he is and what he 
needs to do to be successful. Gallagher’s a sturdy, aggressive defender 
whose eyes light up when he gets the puck in the high slot and wants to 
make himself available as a tertiary scoring threat in the offensive zone 
to use his hard shot. He’s also got an athletic frame, he’s a righty, he’s 
strong in battles, he’s a workhorse, he’s got a wide and balanced stride, 
and he’s a decent handler. But there are times when he’s a little trigger 
happy and his vision narrows with the puck, and others where he 
mistimes his closeouts defensively, so I’d like to see him learn to survey 
the ice a little better before going after the first play that he sees (with 
and without the puck). And while his skill is good, he’s not a dynamic 
skater nor playmaker, so the shot is the big weapon there. He’s a “four 
years in college” guy, so there’s no rush. If he can refine some of his soft 
skills, he may turn into something. 

8. Trevor Kuntar, LW, 20 (Boston College) 

Kuntar hasn’t taken off since the Bruins drafted him in the third round in 
2020, but after fulfilling his role effectively as a freshman last year, he 
has taken modest steps forward this season as a sophomore. He was 
never going to be a player who took over, exploded offensively in college 
hockey, and was a no-brainer to sign. But I still think he’s on a good track 
and may play himself into the entry-level contract conversation by the 
time he’s done with his senior year at BC. He’s a strong, physically 
mature kid whose game is built on three things: 1. Finish every check. 2. 
Go to the home plate area. 3. shoot. Normally in that order. When he’s 
got the time and space to lean on his man, or lean into his shot, he’s a 
powerful player. My main concern is that he’s not going to have the skill 
level to consistently get into those spots, nor the playmaking ability 
needed to be more than two-dimensional as a physical scorer. He may 
top out as an AHLer as a result (though I also wouldn’t be shocked if an 
NHL coach eventually grows fond enough of him to give him a look). 

9. Curtis Hall, C, 21 (Providence Bruins) 

To say that Hall’s introduction to pro hockey hasn’t gone according to 
plan would be flattering it. I think most of it, truthfully, comes back to 
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rushing it and turning pro shortly after he turned 20 following his 
sophomore year at Yale. His hallmark has always been his size-skating 
blend, as it has been for Beecher (though they look completely different 
while they do it, with Hall as a rangy, lean muscle type). He’s a fast, up-
tempo north-south player who wins races, goes to the net, forechecks 
hard, and then leverages his 6-foot-3, 200-plus pound frame to go at 
opposing players. Those qualities have always been enough to make him 
an intriguing potential bottom-six player who can penalty kill and 
complement more elusive creators on a line. I like his game in transition 
(where he can turn defenders or drop a shoulder and drive to the front of 
the net to create for himself) and on the cycle, too. But he has never 
developed any real east-west quality, which is now coming back to haunt 
him as his skill and processing play catch-up within a level he wasn’t 
ready for. He lacks some of the finer finesse skills and decision-making 
smarts needed for the next level. And while he’s still a kid I’d want to 
work with to develop and find those tools, it’s going to be harder for him 
to accomplish that in Boston now that he’s had two seasons of mostly-
lacklustre results. 

10. Victor Berglund, RHD, 22 (Providence Bruins/Maine Mariners) 

After a good age-adjusted season at the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan 
level turned into a good age-adjusted season at the top-tier SHL level 
(which included earning power playtime on a team that already had two 
top offensive defenceman in Nils Lundkvist and Erik Gustafsson), I’m a 
little surprised that Berglund (who only just turned 22 in August and has a 
proven track record at a level I would argue is higher than the AHL) 
hasn’t been a bigger piece of the puzzle in Providence this season. He 
has followed the path, dating back to his time as a very good offensive 
defenceman with some warts at Sweden’s J20 level, that you’d hope for 
out of a seventh-round pick… until this season. The 6-foot-1 Berglund 
has impressive edges on pivots and change of feet, which helps in 
opening up and changing angles on rotations across the offensive zone 
blue line. He’s also got a powerful one-timer and a wrister with some pop, 
which blends well with his quick-decision making with the puck to help 
him take what’s given to him and involve his teammates when the shot 
isn’t there. And he’s a player who is always thinking and processing the 
game quickly. And while I wouldn’t say he’s particularly creative in his 
facilitation, he is a heady passer. And while his defensive game still 
needs some work (and contributed to his demotion to the ECHL), I don’t 
think it will (or should) prohibit him from becoming a top AHL player at the 
very least. 

11. Matias Mantykivi, C, 20 (Ilves) 

Mantykivi’s one of those players whose numbers don’t really reflect the 
tools that are there. He’s a player whose game feels like it should 
translate well to the pro level after a successful junior career. But what 
has happened to him is what often happens with kids who look like that 
and get promoted earlier than their peers: They stagnate. They end up in 
depth roles because of their athleticism, or strength, or physical maturity, 
or intellectual maturity, and then the skills that also distinguished them at 
lower levels take a backseat as they struggle to climb out of depth roles 
and into offensive ones. Mantykivi is a kid who always looked great 
against his peers and I’m confident would have looked more like an 
offensive player had he stayed in junior longer. He’s patient, hanging 
onto pucks and baiting defenders as a pass-first playmaker. His skating, 
particularly through his crossovers, generates good speed (he’s No. 12, 
driving through neutral ice to set up the goal here): 

And when he plays with intention and pace, you notice him out there. But 
it also feels like he’s hit a bit of a wall, he has never had the size-strength 
advantage that most kids who follow his path do and his shot doesn’t 
pop. And while he has been given more of an opportunity in his switch 
from SaiPa to Ilves this year — and remains young despite his pro 
experience — I’m just not sure what all of the above makes him moving 
forward. I’d like to see him play in the AHL, and be given looks in O-zone 
situations, in the next year or two though. 

12. Quinn Olson, LW, 20 (University of Minnesota-Duluth) 

Olson falls into that weird group of prospects who are average-sized and 
averaged-skilled, hardworking playmakers who everyone has good 
things to say about but you just know will struggle to get to the inside and 
create for themselves at the pro level. He’s a pesky, agile winger who 
impacts a game just by staying involved in it. He has turned himself into 
an important player as a (young) junior with the Bulldogs. He endears 
himself to his coaches and teammates with his sticktoitiveness and feisty 
disposition (though it can land him in the penalty box). And while it’s not 
hard to imagine him as a good depth forward at the AHL level, he’s 
probably not quite skilled enough or big enough to play the same role he 
always has at the NHL level. He’s a fun player to watch but he’ll need to 
take a big step forward next season. 

13. Andre Gasseau, C/LW, 18 (Fargo Force) 

Gasseau, a Boston College commit, is a brawny, “what-you-see-is-what-
you-get” combo forward. The Bruins likely targeted him because of his 
hulking frame and his hard and versatile shot (he can pound the one-
timer, rip it from a standstill, or catch and release with surprising finesse 
for a 6-foot-4 player). They also probably liked his presence on the ice, 
his decent hands, and the hope that with the right development, and 
some time, that he can become a straight-lines, forecheck power forward 
who can play a give-and-go, push-and-pop complementary scorer game. 
But while he’s not slow, his skating from a standstill can be sluggish, he’s 
not an adept problem-solver or playmaker, his production is uninspiring, 
and he probably tops out as a depth guy in his best-case scenario. 

14. Ryan Mast, RHD, 18 (Sarnia Sting) 

Mast is a player whose inclusion here comes more from the respect I 
have for some scouts who’ve vouched for him than what I’ve actually 
seen out of him. After losing his draft year, he impressed enough at 
Erie’s showcase event to get drafted by the Bruins in the sixth round. His 
selection was more about rolling the dice on his 6-foot-4, well over 200-
pound frame, his handedness, and his average skating — which allows 
him to take up space, be disruptive defensively, and occasionally join the 
rush. Like most defenders his size, his shot is hard (though also off 
balance and in need of some corrections): 

And while his numbers don’t look translatable, the Sting are playing him a 
ton this season and that has included regular power-play time to try to 
get his finer skills to a passable enough level that the rest of his game 
may turn him into something. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Bruins’ pool now breaks down into four groups that were mostly cut-
and-dry for me. Lysell is the clear No. 1 prospect in the organization, for 
now, I like the foursome that follows him as potential everyday NHLers, 
then there’s a tier from 7-12 with kids who are likely good pros but may 
not progress beyond the fringes of the NHL, and a last pair of projects. 
The only real debate I had about these groupings was whether to include 
Lauko in the second tier. 

Rank 

Player 

Pos. 

Age 

Team 

 

1 

Fabian Lysell 

RW 
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18 

Vancouver 

2 

Jack Studnicka 

C 

22 

Providence/Boston 

3 

Mason Lohrei 

LHD 

20 

Ohio (Miami) 

4 

Brett Harrison 

C 

18 

Oshawa 

5 

John Beecher 

C 

20 

U. of Michigan 

6 

Jakub Lauko 

C/RW 

21 

Providence 

7 

Ty Gallagher 

RHD 

18 

Boston U. 

8 

Trevor Kuntar 

LW 

20 

Boston College 

9 

Curtis Hall 

C 

21 

Providence 

10 

Victor Berglund 

RHD 

22 

Maine/Providence 

11 

Matias Mantykivi 

C 

20 

Ilves 

12 

Quinn Olson 

LW 

20 

Minnesota-Duluth 

13 

Andre Gasseau 

C/LW 

18 

Fargo 

14 

Ryan Mast 

RHD 

18 

Sarnia 
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Chris Kreider, Adam Fox lead Rangers past Flyers 

 

Aaron Bracy 

4-6 minutes 1/15/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Chris Kreider scored with 6:30 left, fellow All-Star 
Adam Fox had two assists and the New York Rangers beat the slumping 
Philadelphia Flyers 3-2 Saturday night. 

Mika Zibanejad and Filip Chytil also scored for the Metropolitan Division-
leading Rangers, who have won six of eight. 

“I was really proud of our group tonight,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “We competed, we played well and everybody chipped in.” 

Oskar Lindblom and Cam York scored for the Flyers, who dropped their 
seventh straight. Carter Hart made 24 saves. 

“We know that we need a win and you start playing to think about only 
that result and quite often you forget about that one little thing you have 
to do right at that moment,” interim coach Mike Yeo said. “It’s very 
challenging when you’re dealing with the stress and emotion of going 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 16, 2022 

 

through a losing streak like this. You have to make sure you continue to 
stay focused on the process.” 

Gallant returned to the bench for the Rangers after missing the last two 
games due to health and safety protocols. New York finished an 11-day, 
five-game road trip 3-2. 

Igor Shesterkin, coming off of consecutive shutout victories, made 26 
saves for the Rangers. 

Kreider scored on a deflection from the slot after Fox’s pass from long 
range. Both Kreider and Fox were named to the Feb. 5 All-Star Game on 
Thursday, marking the first time since 2012 that the Rangers will have 
multiple players there. 

“He’s definitely been a dominant player this year,” Fox said of Kreider. 
“When we need him, he steps up.” 

Kreider, who entered tied for fourth in the NHL in goals, netted his team-
leading 24th. 

“He’s playing with a lot of confidence and things are going in for him,” 
Gallant said. 

Fox upped his assist total to 34 with his second of the contest. 

The Rangers are 6-1 against Metro opponents and 16-3 versus the 
Eastern Conference. 

York, playing in his eighth career game, scored his first NHL goal with a 
slap shot from long range that knuckled past Shesterkin and gave the 
Flyers a 2-1 lead with 9:49 left. 

“It felt really good,” York said. “Just wanted to get it on net, and luckily for 
me it went in.” 

Chytil answered 37 seconds later by finishing from in close after a pretty 
tic-tac-toe passing play with Ryan Strome and Artemi Panarin. 

“Great feeling, for me personally and also for the team,” Chytil said. 

Zibanejad got the Rangers on the board with a one-timed slap shot from 
the circle on the power play that beat Hart over the right shoulder 5:54 
into the contest. Fox set up the tally for Zibanejad, who has 18 points 
during a seven-game point streak against Philadelphia. 

The Flyers didn’t get their first shot on goal until a little more than nine 
minutes left in the first, but they got on the board soon after when 
Lindblom finished a rebound from in close. It ended Shesterkin’s shutout 
streak at 133 minutes, 41 seconds. 

New York nearly took the lead with 3:43 left in the period, but Flyers 
defenseman Keith Yandle batted the puck off the goal line after Chytil’s 
backhander got behind Hart. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Rangers: Forwards Alexis Lafrenière and Barclay Goodrow didn’t play 
due to health and safety protocols. Lafrenière was sidelined for his 
second straight game and Goodrow his third in a row. Forwards Julien 
Gauthier and Ryan Reaves returned to the lineup after being out for the 
last three due to health and safety protocols. 

Flyers: D Rasmus Ristolainen cleared health and safety protocols after 
missing a game but didn’t play as he regains strength. ... C Derick 
Brassard (hip) has missed 14 of the last 15 contests. He is not skating 
but remains day to day, Yeo said. ... C Sean Couturier (upper body) and 
D Ryan Ellis (lower body) received treatment on Saturday, but there is no 
timetable for their return. Couturier has missed 10 in a row. Ellis, out 
since Nov. 13, has played in just four contests this season. 
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Rangers' Filip Chytil thriving since move to second line 

 

Mollie Walker 

3-4 minutes 1/16/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Filip Chytil has said he prefers playing at center 
rather than on the wing, but flanking the line alongside two of his most 
skilled Rangers teammates seemingly has the Czech forward 
reconsidering that notion. 

Since being promoted to the second line next to Artemi Panarin and 
Ryan Strome, for the second game of the Rangers’ five-city road trip and 
amid a slew of positive COVID-19 cases, Chytil has built a season-high 
four-game point streak. After dishing out an assist in each of the previous 
three contests, Chytil registered the game-tying tally in the third period of 
the Rangers’ 3-2 win over the Flyers on Saturday night. 

“Great feeling,” Chytil said of scoring his fourth goal of the season and 
first since Dec. 8. “For me personally, it’s great after a lot of games. And 
also for the team that we tied the game and then we won.” 

Chytil has had an underwhelming fifth season with the Rangers, which 
includes a one-game benching in mid-December amid concerns over his 
play. While there have been stretches during which he and his usual 
linemates (Alexis Lafreniere and Julien Gauthier) have generated heaps 
of scoring chances, Chytil hasn’t contributed as much on offense as the 
Rangers would like him to. 

Having been snakebitten for much of the season, Chytil didn’t seem 
surprised when his shot in the first period Saturday went off the post and 
then rolled off Flyers goalie Carter Hart’s back before former Ranger 
Keith Yandle swept it out of danger. 

“It is like the whole season,” Chytil said. 

Since the Rangers’ recent COVID-19 outbreak primarily hit the forward 
group, Chytil was moved to the wing. The 22-year-old acknowledged that 
he’s still adjusting to the Bread-and-Butter line’s style of play, adding that 
he also needs to work on the details needed for competing on the wing. 

Having centered the third line for a majority of his Rangers tenure, Chytil 
was able to get his first extended look alongside elite talent. It is possible 
Chytil needs to be surrounded by top-tier talent in order to unlock his 
own, and the past four games have been indicative of that. 

“These two guys are unbelievable on the puck,” he said of Panarin and 
Strome. “On the third line, I was smaller with the puck. I was carrying it a 
little more. But now, these two guys are unbelievable with the puck so I 
just keep playing them. They have great chemistry. When I get the puck, 
of course, I’m trying to do what I can do. Trying to find them, try to shoot, 
but when they have the puck, I just try to find a space to open in the slot, 
go to the net. And score goals.” 

Assistant coach Gord Murphy entered COVID protocol and was not 
behind the Rangers bench. 

Anthony Greco was assigned to the taxi squad. Goalie Tyler Wall was 
recalled to the taxi squad, while Keith Kinkaid was sent back to the Wolf 
Pack. 

Dryden Hunt, who has missed the past four games on injured reserve 
with an upper-body injury, participated in the Rangers’ morning skate 
Saturday. It was his second time skating with the team since his injury, 
after he was on the ice for morning skate in San Jose on Thursday, as 
well. 
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Rangers nip Flyers to finish longest road trip of season on high note 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-4 minutes 1/15/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Despite a COVID-19 outbreak that steadily crept 
through their locker room as they traveled from city to city, the Rangers 
got the best of their longest road trip of the season. 

Scoring two goals in the third period to pull out a 3-2 win over the Flyers 
in an otherwise monotonous matchup, the depleted Rangers capped 
their 12-day, five-game stretch on the road with a gutsy effort Saturday 
night in front of a stiff, lifeless crowd of 18,293 at Wells Fargo Center. 

The victory lifted the Rangers back into first place in the Metropolitan 
Division, while they handed the Flyers their seventh straight loss. 

Facing the top four teams in the Pacific Division before taking on the 
Flyers, the Blueshirts emerged with a 3-2 record that they can hang their 
hats on as the halfway point in the 2021-22 season approaches. 

“The resilience of this group,” said defenseman Adam Fox, who assisted 
on Chris Kreider’s game-winner, which improved the Rangers’ record to 
25-10-4. “I think we have a lot of trust in everyone that’s playing. Whether 
someone gets called up, someone goes down with COVID, it’s that kind 
of year. You can’t really dwell on losing a guy, I think you’ve got to 
respond. 

“This road trip, it seemed like we were losing a guy each day. I think we 
responded well to that, just a nice way to end the road trip.” 

Following an uneventful second period, in which the Flyers dialed up the 
physicality and out-hit the Rangers 16-3, the score was tied at one. 
Neither team could get a hold on the game until well into the third. 

Philadelphia pulled ahead off a slap shot from Cam York at 10:11 of the 
third period. That was when the Rangers woke up. 

Just 37 seconds later, the Rangers jumped out on an odd-man rush and 
Artemi Panarin found Filip Chytil for the 2-2 score at 10:48. Chris Kreider 
then deflected a shot from Fox past Flyers goalie Carter Hart at 13:30 to 
seal the victory. 

“When you’re out with him, try to get it to the area and his stick usually 
finds the puck,” Fox said of Kreider, who is now tied with Maple Leafs 
star Auston Matthews for the third-most goals in the NHL. 

The Rangers regained some size and strength in their bottom six with the 
return of Ryan Reaves and Julien Gauthier, who both missed the 
previous three games while in COVID-19 protocol. Head coach Gerard 
Gallant was also back behind the bench following his two-game absence 
due to a positive test. 

Still, the Rangers’ last two lines were filled out with players who have 
primarily played in AHL Hartford this season: Tim Gettinger and Morgan 
Barron. With forwards Alexis Lafreniere and Barclay Goodrow still in 
protocol, the Rangers have gotten an extended look at their depth up 
front. 

“We talked about it, to come out of this trip over .500 would be real 
good,” Gallant said. “You always want to win every game you play, but 
there was a lot going on for our team — more so than any other time this 
year. It just seemed like it was one guy every day. 

“But they battled, they found a way. The guys that are on the taxi squad, 
they got called up and played great hockey for us.” 
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NY Rangers takeaways: Chris Kreider's All-Star season continues with 
big goal in Philly 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The New York Rangers aren't even at the halfway 
point of the season, yet Chris Kreider is four goals away from tying his 
career high of 28. 

His 24th of this season came in game No. 39 — and he couldn't have 
picked a better time. 

The 30-year-old veteran scored in typical fashion, deflecting an Adam 
Fox shot from his standard net-front position to put the Rangers ahead 
with 6:30 remaining against the Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo 
Center on Saturday. 

That gave them a 3-2 win, ensuring that the Blueshirts (25-10-4) would 
come away with from their longest road trip of the season with a winning 
record (3-2) while pushing them back into sole possession of first place in 
the Metro Division. 

"He knows how to win in this league, and he's a leader for us," Fox said 
of Kreider. "When we need a spark or a big goal, it seems like he's 
always been there for us. It was no different tonight." 

Kreider has netted three goals in the last two games, but his scoring has 
been consistent all season. Saturday's goal moved him into a tie with 
Toronto's Auston Matthews for third in the NHL, while he ranks second in 
the league with 12 on the power play. 

That's helped earn him his second career all-star selection, but to a man, 
the Rangers point to Kreider's all-around impact. On top of all the goals 
and being one of the best net-front presences in the NHL, he's become 
one of their top-four penalty killing forwards and one of their 
unquestioned leaders. 

"When you're out with him, try and get it to the area and his stick usually 
finds the puck," Fox said. "He’s definitely been a dominant player this 
year. ... He knows how to how to handle the room well, and when we 
need him, he steps up." 

Jan 15, 2022; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA; New York Rangers left 
wing Chris Kreider (20) stands in front of Philadelphia Flyers defenseman 
Justin Braun (61) and  goaltender Carter Hart (79) during the first period 
at Wells Fargo Center. 

Despite signs of improvement from Filip Chytil in the last few games, his 
frustrating goal drought seemed destined to reach 13 games. 

The 22-year-old hustled to create a chance for himself late in the first 
period, chasing down a long pass before getting off a backhanded shot 
with a defender draped all over him. But the strong play ended with the 
puck hitting the post, then Flyers goalie Carter Hart in the back, before 
getting cleared from just in front of the goal line. 

It felt like a here-we-go-again moment for the snakebitten forward. 

"It’s like all season," Chytil said with a laugh. "It’s too much, but I just 
forgot it and focused on the shift ahead of me. Live in the present." 

That philosophy paid off later in the game. 

The Flyers put a brief scare of bitter defeat into the Rangers with 9:49 to 
play in the third period, when Cam York's first NHL goal put Philly up 2-1. 
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But it was Chytil playing the role of hero 37 seconds later, when a rush 
chance went from Ryan Strome to Artemi Panarin to Chytil, who finished 
around the net to extend his points streak to four games. 

"I’m not going to lie: It's a great feeling," he said. "For me personally, it’s 
great after a lot of games (without a goal). And also for the team that we 
tied the game and then we won." 

Chytil's last two games have come on while playing right wing on the 
second line next to Panarin and Strome. 

He had been reluctant to make the move — "I'm a center," he declared 
prior to the start of the season — but the chance to play with two of the 
team's best forwards has been beneficial. 

"It's all about confidence and playing well, and hopefully he's turning the 
corner here," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "Honestly, it doesn't 
matter for me if he’s on the wing or at center. I know he prefers center, 
but you know what? He's played pretty well on the wing with those guys 
right now. He got the opportunity, so I'm sure if you asked him tonight, 
he's happy to be where he’s at." 

Chytil concurred, remarking that the move away from center has freed 
him up to worry less about being the driving force of the play and more 
about using his high-end speed to get to high-danger areas. 

"On the third line, I was more with the puck. I was carrying it a little more. 
But now these two guys are unbelievable with the puck," he said. "When 
I get the puck, of course I'm trying to do what I can do – trying to find 
them, trying to shoot. But when they have the puck, I just try to find 
space. Get open in the slot, go to the net and score goals." 

Whether the Panarin-Strome-Chytil trio is a long-term fit remains to be 
seen. 

They had their explosive offensive moments, but have also given up 
quite a few. No other Rangers' line allowed as many scoring chances 
(10) and high-danger chances (four) against the Flyers, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. 

But the biggest positive to come out of the current arrangement — which 
was necessitated by Barclay Goodrow and Alexis Lafrenière being added 
to COVID-19 protocol — is that Chytil has been picking up his individual 
game. 

"I feel good," Chytil said. "I’m getting more ice time. I say all the time, with 
more minutes, I feel better. My legs feel better. I feel more confident and 
more comfortable with everything you do. When I can play with those two 
guys, it’s a great feeling." 

The Flyers entered having lost six in a row, with that hangover carrying 
into the first period. 

It began with an early hooking penalty on Claude Giroux, which led to a 
power-play goal from Mika Zibanejad at the 5:54 mark. He scored it on a 
one-timer from the left circle, which is usually occupied by Panarin, but 
Zibanejad has been hot from that spot in recent weeks. 

The 28-year-old center has been one of the Rangers' only consistent 
sources of offense lately, collecting 14 points in his last 11 games. 

Fox set up the goal and now leads the team with 34 assists this season. 
The reigning Norris Trophy winner leads all NHL defensemen in assists, 
as well. 

While Zibanejad provided an early lead, Philadelphia failed to register a 
shot on goal in the opening 10:52. They eventually got a first-period goal 
from Oskar Lindblom, but the jet-lagged Rangers had a steady night 
defensively. 

They allowed 28 shots on goal and just seven HDCF. 

"I thought it was going to be a tough one," Gallant said. "I really did. It 
was a long flight (Friday). The guys had five and a half hours (on the 
plane), get in at seven o'clock in the evening, coming all the way back 
here and then playing the next day. But they played hard. They played a 

good, consistent hockey game. They played for 60 minutes, and that's 
why I was really proud of a group tonight. We competed we played well 
and everybody chipped in." 

Gallant returned after missing two games due to COVID protocol, with 
assistant coach Mike Kelly coming back after missing six. But while the 
Rangers added two coaches to the bench, they lost assistant Gord 
Murphy to protocol earlier in the day. 

They had players coming on and off the COVID list throughout the five-
game trip, which resulted in constant lineup shuffling. And while Goodrow 
and Lafrenière remained out for Saturday's game, the Rangers did get 
two players back in Julien Gauthier and Ryan Reaves. 

"We talked about it, and to come out of this trip over .500 would be real 
good," Gallant said. "You always want to win every game you play, but 
there was a lot going on for our team – more so than any other time this 
year missing all the guys. It just seemed like it was one guy every day, 
but they battled. They found a way, and like we talked about before the 
game started, the guys that are on the taxi squad got called up and 
played great hockey." 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Gerard Gallant returns faced with tough 
decisions 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Fresh out of COVID-19 protocol, Gerard Gallant 
was greeted with a few tougher-than-expected decisions to make. 

The New York Rangers' head coach is set to return for Saturday's 7 p.m. 
game in Philadelphia against the Flyers — and he isn't the only one 
who's been cleared. 

Forwards Julien Gauthier and Ryan Reaves were also removed from the 
COVID list and participated in the morning skate at the Flyers Training 
Center, and with both likely to be reinserted in the lineup, that means two 
others need to come out. 

"That’s what happens," Gallant said. "But it’s a good thing." 

In the absence of Gauthier, Reaves and others — forwards Barclay 
Goodrow and Alexis Lafrenière remain in protocol — the Rangers have 
called on several prospects from their AHL affiliate, the Hartford Wolf 
Pack. 

For the most part, they've effectively plugged holes and helped the 
Blueshirts tread water during their longest road trip of the season. 

"I’m really happy with the way the guys have played," Mika Zibanejad 
said. "They’ve come in and stepped up and contributed, and just really 
played their game. I think that's the biggest part when you come in. You 
don't try to fill someone else's shoes; you come in and do your job. And I 
think that's what they've been doing." 

Thursday's 3-1 win over the San Jose Sharks featured five players who 
have spent the majority of the season in the AHL — forwards Morgan 
Barron, Jonny Brodzinski, Tim Gettinger and Anthony Greco, and 
defenseman Braden Schneider. 

Based on Saturday's morning skate, it appears that Brodzinski and Greco 
are the odd-men out. Reaves joined Kevin Rooney and Greg McKegg on 
the third line, while Barron and Gettinger skated with Gauthier on the 
fourth. 
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Dryden Hunt skated with the team and is eligible to return from his upper-
body injury, but may need a little more time before returning to game 
action. 

Gallant, who said he felt flu-like symptoms one day this week but added 
"90% of the time I was good," noted the difficulty of telling the AHL call-
ups they were coming out of the lineup. 

"They’ve played real good defensive hockey," he said. "The other night, 
they created some good scoring opportunities. They did exactly what 
you’d hope. When you get that many new guys coming in your lineup and 
it’s the first time they’ve been tested all year, they excited me and they 
excited our organization. You like to see guys step up and play well. 
That’s what they all did." 

Jan 6, 2022; Las Vegas, Nevada, USA; New York Rangers head coach 
Gerard Gallant reacts while in the bench during the first period against 
the Vegas Golden Knights at T-Mobile Arena. 

Brodzinski, who captains Hartford and leads the team with 24 points (10 
goals and 14 assists) through 23 games, appeared in the previous three 
games with the Rangers. 

Greco, who became the first ever Queens-born player to suit up for the 
Blueshirts, only played against the Sharks, but he was a noticeable 
presence with five shots on goal in just 9:44 time on ice. 

Gallant could have kept at least one of them in by sitting McKegg, who's 
produced just two assists and eight shots on goal in 18 games played 
this season. But the coach values the 29-year-old veteran for his penalty 
killing, which has added importance with Goodrow out. 

Nothing is set in stone, as Gallant stressed, with the possibility lingering 
that a new player could turn up a positive result before puck drop. 

It's an inescapable reality as the pandemic stretches into its third year. 

"We show up after pregame nap or whatever it is, and somebody's out of 
the lineup; somebody tests positive," Jacob Trouba said. "Everybody's 
dealing with it. Is it nerve wracking? I mean, yeah, a little bit. Just the 
unknown is what's nerve wracking. Obviously, we would rather have no 
COVID at all. But if we can have one guy at a time and continue to play 
games and get games in, I think that's a benefit to us – especially when 
we have the guys that can step in and play good roles for us and give us 
good games. That's key down the stretch." 

For the time being, Trouba and the defensive corps are COVID-free. 

With that in mind, it's telling that Schneider will still play in his second 
career NHL game. His standout performance in San Jose earned the 
2020 first-round pick another opportunity, and if his strong play 
continues, the 20-year-old rookie could cement his spot on the bottom 
pair. 

"He definitely has a very bright future," Trouba said. "In my opinion, he 
plays the game the right way as a defenseman. I think every team could 
use more of that — and I’m glad he’s on our team." 
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Rangers rally to beat Flyers, finish 3-2 on long road trip 

 

Colin Stephenson 

4-5 minutes 1/15/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The way things have been going for the Rangers this 
season — and for the struggling Philadelphia Flyers — it almost had to 
end exactly as it did, with the Rangers finding a way to win and the Flyers 
finding a way to lose. 

Closing out their five-game, 11-day road trip, the Rangers rallied from 
down a goal in the third period on goals by Filip Chytil and Chris Kreider 
on Saturday night and beat the Flyers, 3-2, at Wells Fargo Center. 

"We definitely go into games confident that we could win, and I think we 
just kept playing well,’’ defenseman Adam Fox said. "The whole game, 
we had a lot of chances, and you know, got some saves also [26 by Igor 
Shesterkin], but yeah, we’re finding different ways to win. I think that 
shows the resilience of this group, and it was nice to end the road trip like 
that.’’ 

"The season’s been good so far, but tonight’s game, I thought it was 
gonna be a tough one,’’ said coach Gerard Gallant, who returned to the 
bench after missing two games while in COVID-19 protocol. "The long 
flight [Friday] . . . getting in at 7 o’clock in the evening, coming all the way 
back here [from California] and then playing the next day. 

"But you know, they played hard, they played good, a consistent hockey 
game. They played for 60 minutes . . .    We competed, we played well, 
and everybody chipped in.’’ 

The win also put the Rangers back in first place in the Metropolitan 
Division with 54 points. The Carolina Hurricanes, who beat Vancouver, 4-
1, on Saturday, have 52. 

The Rangers trailed 2-1 after Flyers rookie defenseman Cam York 
scored his first career goal at 10:11 of the third period, but Chytil’s goal 
37 seconds later tied it. Chytil, playing his second game as the right wing 
on the line with Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome, drove the net and 
swept in a cross-crease feed from Panarin for his fourth goal of the 
season and first in 11 games. 

Then Kreider set up in front of the net, where he screened Flyers goalie 
Carter Hart, got his stick on a shot by Fox and tipped it past Hart for his 
24th goal of the season. Kreider, who on Thursday was selected to play 
in the NHL All-Star Game, is tied with Toronto’s Auston Matthews for the 
third-most goals in the league, behind Leon Draisaitl’s 26 and Alex 
Ovechkin’s 25. 

Fox, who had two assists, said he tried to get the puck to where Kreider 
could do something with it. 

"I think it was more just trying to get it to the net,’’ Fox said. "When you’re 
out with him, it’s try and get it to the area, and his stick usually finds the 
puck.’’ 

Besides Gallant, assistant coach Mike Kelly and forwards Ryan Reaves 
and Julien Gauthier exited COVID protocol and were back Saturday. 
Assistant coach Gord Murphy went into protocol. 

The Rangers took a 1-0 lead at 5:54 of the first period on a power-play 
goal by Mika Zibanejad. It was their first power-play goal on the five-
game road trip, breaking an 0-for-12 drought. 

Oskar Lindblom’s rebound goal at 11:45 of the period tied it. It was the 
first goal allowed by Shesterkin since Tampa Bay’s Corey Perry scored 
an extra-skater tying goal with 1:57 left in regulation on New Year’s Eve, 
a span of 138 minutes, 42 seconds. 
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Chytil can't hide feelings after snapping 11-game goal drought 
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PHILADELPHIA – It had been 11 games since Filip Chytil last scored a 
goal. So the 22-year-old wasn’t going to pretend that scoring in the third 
period of Saturday’s 3-2 win over the Flyers didn’t feel really good. 

"I’m not gonna lie, it’s a great feeling,’’ Chytil said of his tying goal at 
10:48 of the third period. "That’s, for me personally, it’s great, after a lot 
of games. And also for the team, that we tied the game and then we 
won.’’ 

Chytil’s goal came 37 seconds after Philadelphia’s Cam York had scored 
to put the Flyers ahead 2-1. Chytil drove to the net and swept in a feed 
from Artemi Panarin. 

Coach Gerard Gallant was happy for Chytil and thinking what a goal 
might do for his confidence. 

"I think it’s great,’’ Gallant said. "I think he’s got four points in the last four 
games, you know, three assists, and going to the net hard, and you 
know, things are going to go in for him. 

"So it’s all about confidence and playing well, and hopefully he’s turning 
the corner here.’’ 

Greco to taxi squad 

With the return of forwards Julien Gauthier and Ryan Reaves from 
protocol, the Rangers moved Queens native Anthony Greco off the 23-
man roster and back onto the taxi squad. 

Gallant, who exited COVID protocol Saturday, said it was difficult making 
some roster moves, given how well Greco and the other fill-ins from 
Hartford played during the road trip. "That’s what happens. But it’s a 
good thing," he said. 

You’ve got guys coming back… and you make your decisions. And there 
are rules, with the taxi (squad) rules and the 23-man roster, so you’ve got 
to work around that. But I was really happy with the way they performed.’’ 

Blue notes 

F Jonny Brodzinski and Ds Libor Hajek and Jarred Tinordi were 
scratched ... G Keith Kinkaid was moved off the taxi squad and sent to 
Hartford. Tyler Wall was called up to replace Kinkaid on the taxi squad ... 
F Dryden Hunt (upper-body injury) was eligible to come off injured 
reserve, but he did not. He did take part in the morning skate ... Forwards 
Barclay Goodrow and Alexis Lafreniere will be eligible to exit COVID 
protocol in time for the Rangers’ next game, Wednesday at the Garden 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
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Trouba says it's 'nerve-wracking' having players enter protocol daily 

 

Colin Stephenson 

5-6 minutes 1/15/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The Rangers got a whole bunch of people back from 
the COVID-19 list Saturday night against the Flyers. Coach Gerard 
Gallant, assistant coach Mike Kelly and forwards Ryan Reaves and 
Julien Gauthier all exited COVID protocol and were back with the 
Blueshirts, although assistant coach Gord Murphy went into protocol. 

The comings and goings left the Rangers with two players (Barclay 
Goodrow and Alexis Lafreniere) and one coach (Murphy) still in protocol. 

During the five-game road trip that ended Saturday, the Rangers went 
through a stretch in which they had at least one person test positive 
every day for five straight days and seven times in 10 days. Defenseman 
Jacob Trouba said it’s been a little unsettling to see someone new go into 
protocol almost every day. 

"We show up after pregame nap or whatever it is, and somebody’s out of 
our lineup, someone tests positive. Everybody’s dealing with it. Is it 
nerve-wracking? Yeah, a little bit. Just the unknown is what’s nerve-
wracking," Trouba said after the Rangers’ morning skate Saturday at the 
Flyers’ practice facility in Voorhees, New Jersey. 

But the slow trickle of players and coaches entering protocol, as well as 
the NHL’s reducing the isolation period for COVID-positive personnel 
from 10 days to five, have worked in the Rangers’ favor. They’ve been 
able to plug in reinforcements from their AHL Hartford affiliate and stay 
afloat, going 2-2 in the first four games of the trip. 

"Obviously, we would rather have no COVID at all, but if we could have 
one guy at a time and continue to play games and get games in, then I 
think that’s a benefit to us,’’ Trouba said. "Especially if we have the guys 
that can step in and play good roles for us and give us good games, I 
think that’s key going down the stretch.’’ 

The Rangers got good mileage out of an all-Hartford fourth line of Tim 
Gettinger, Morgan Barron and Jonny Brodzinski, who played together for 
three straight games and did well. Queens native Anthony Greco came 
up from Hartford, stepped in to play on the third line and played a strong 
game in Thursday’s win over San Jose. 

"They all played well, they worked hard, they created stuff on the ice, so 
we’re real happy with all those guys, definitely,’’ Gallant said of the 
Hartford crew. "They did exactly what you’d hope. I mean, when you get 
that many new guys coming in your lineup and it’s the first time we’ve 
been tested all year . . . they excited me and they excited our 
organization.’’ 

One of those guys who came up was Hartford coach Kris Knoblauch, 
who filled in for Gallant behind the bench for two games. 

"He did great,’’ Gallant said. "He did an awesome job.’’ 

Entering Saturday’s game, 14 players have had COVID-19 this season. 
Eight players — Filip Chytil, Adam Fox, Libor Hajek, Kaapo Kakko, Chris 
Kreider, K’Andre Miller, Mika Zibanejad and Trouba — have not had it 
this season. Chytil, Kakko and Zibanejad had it last season. 

Trouba was asked if those players who haven’t had COVID-19 go around 
fearing they will get it eventually. 

"Yeah, but I think everybody in the world’s kind of in that same boat,’’ he 
said. "You go through your daily routine and live your life. 

"Yeah, you take some precautions. I would probably — not having it this 
year, I’ve taken maybe a little more precaution, but at the end of the day, 
you’ve got to go out and do your job and perform. And if you get it, you 
get it, I guess, at this point. It is what it is.’’ 
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The Athletic / Like son, like father: Meet 55-year-old Robert Burakovsky, 
the NHL Dad who can’t quit the Swedish hockey circuit 

 

By Peter Baugh 
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Andre Burakovsky has learned to be skeptical whenever his dad, Robert, 
says he’s done playing hockey. A Swedish TV station once visited Robert 
in Switzerland for an interview, Andre remembers, and the older 
Burakovsky assured the reporter he was in his last season. 

That was more than a decade ago. 

“He just has too much love for the game,” said Andre, a 26-year-old 
Colorado Avalanche forward. 

In the latest chapter of a novel-length career, Robert spent part of the 
2021-22 season with IK Pantern, a fifth-tier Swedish club in Malmö, 
where he resides. The former NHL player scored 11 points in six games 
— all at 54 years old (now 55). 

Before the fall, Robert hadn’t been on the ice for around two years but, 
wanting to prepare for a charity exhibition game, he asked IK Pantern’s 
coach if he could skate with the team, just to get into shape. The club 
obliged, and Robert was surprised at how good he felt on the ice. So 
when IK Pantern had a series of injuries, he told the coach he could fill in 
as needed. 

Then on Oct. 14, just over a month shy of his 55th birthday, sporting a 
graying beard, Robert pulled on a black IK Pantern jersey with a growling 
panther as its crest. He took the ice and, by the end of the night, he had 
three assists, one of which came on a goal by Sebastian Mollden, his 
part-time defense partner and full-time son-in-law. IK Pantern, a first-
place team, beat Åstorp 13-1. 

“I always say it doesn’t matter how old you are or how young you are. If 
you can help the team, that’s good,” said Robert, who played 23 games 
with the 1993-94 Ottawa Senators. There, he was teammates with goalie 
Craig Billington, now an assistant general manager with the Avalanche. 

Having won a Swedish championship with the Malmö Redhawks in 1992, 
Robert is a known figure in his area’s hockey community. After the first 
game in his latest comeback, Åstorp coaches and trainers found him in 
the locker room to offer congratulations. They didn’t know he could still 
play at that level. 

“I was a little worried (when they came in),” Robert says. “Maybe they 
were just coming in to say, ‘This is embarrassing,’ but actually it was the 
other way. I was proud of it.” 

When Andre first learned of his dad’s return to the ice, he wasn’t thrilled. 
He knows his dad doesn’t have the physical abilities of his younger days; 
he switched from forward to defense so he wouldn’t have to skate as 
much. In the offseason, he gets sore when playing tennis with Andre. His 
back hurts. At some point, Andre believes, his dad needs to settle down 
and let his playing days go. 

Well, Robert didn’t believe it was the time for that. 

In his second game with IK Pantern, Burakovsky jumped in the rush on a 
two-on-one and buried a wrist shot for his first goal of the year. He potted 
another tally two games later, giving him as many goals on the season as 
he had in the NHL nearly three decades earlier. 

“I always was a good goal scorer, but also I can read the game pretty 
well,” said Robert, who has appeared in games for Swedish clubs in five 
of the past 11 seasons. “The brain really (wanted my body) to go faster, 
but the hip and the groin, they said no.” 

Oldest skaters in 2021-22 

SKATER AGE LEAGUE 

Ellert Vikström 

65 

Division 3 (Sweden) 

Branko Roncevic 

59 

IntHL (Croatia) 

Gunnar Larsson 

57 

Division 5 (Sweden) 

Kjell Mattsson 

56 

Division 5 (Sweden) 

Denis Charpentier 

55 

France4 (France) 

Kari Finnilä 

55 

Division 5 (Sweden) 

Al Viggiano 

55 

MIHL (USA) 

Robert Burakovsky 

55 

Division 3 (Sweden) 

Based on skaters who have registered games on Elite Prospects this 
season. 

Back when Robert played at a higher level, he competed in pro leagues 
across Europe. Though Andre represents Sweden internationally, he was 
born in Austria and also lived in Germany and Switzerland before going 
to Malmö when he was approximately 10 years old. Though moving and 
language barriers posed challenges to young Andre, he views the stretch 
as a fun time in his life, and he was able to learn the game from his dad 
and grandfather, who coached in Sweden. 

“I think it was great when I was younger because my dad was extremely, 
extremely hard on me,” Andre says. “He would lose his mind if I would go 
out in practice and just not try and have fun and fool around.” 

Andre remembers that, when he was around 5, he didn’t try his hardest 
in one game. Afterward, his dad broke his hockey sticks in the driveway. 
Poor effort was unacceptable. 

“He always pushed me to be better,” says Andre, who is enjoying a 
strong season with 29 points in 32 games after scoring a goal and an 
assist in Friday’s 4-3 shootout win over the Coyotes. His 0.91 points per 
game is a career-high. 

Andre still has years of hockey ahead of him — he’s set for a big payday 
this offseason as an unrestricted free agent — but he can’t see himself 
following his dad’s footsteps and playing until his mid-50s. By that age, 
he says, you’ll find him on the golf course. 

Andre is close with his dad — “We are not only father and son, we are 
like best friends,” Robert says — and they talk multiple times a week. 
They love golfing together in the offseason, and Robert wakes up in the 
middle of the night in Sweden to tune into Avalanche games. 

This season has featured an occasional father-son role reversal. When 
the two talked while Robert was playing for IK Pantern, Andre would ask 
how his games were going. 
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“I (was) expecting at least two (points) out of him every night,” Andre 
said. 

Robert is the eighth-oldest skater who appeared in a game recorded on 
Elite Prospects this season, and he also played in a reunion exhibition for 
Malmö’s 1992 championship team. His return to the ice was fleeting, 
though. He visited Andre in Denver from Nov. 21 to Dec. 20 and got 
shoulder surgery shortly after returning to Sweden. He hopes to recover 
by June so he can golf with his son this offseason. 

His hockey days are over. That’s what he says, at least. Andre isn’t so 
sure. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' issues keep mounting amid latest hiccup vs. 
Senators 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 16, 2022, 2:06 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Can’t kill a penalty, can’t get a save, can’t win a game. 
There are some serious, serious issues in Edmonton — and yes, they 
still need to find a goalie. 

“Same group,” began Zack Kassian. “Beginning of the year, we were one 
of the best teams in the league. Now it seems like we’re finding ways to 
lose. That snowball going downhill, that’s not an excuse anymore. We’ve 
had a long break.” 

The Edmonton Oilers had nine days off, and on the 10th day they rested, 
folding up like a tent against the Ottawa Senators. Edmonton turned a 3-
1 lead after 40 minutes into a 6-4 loss to log their second six-game losing 
skid in their past 14 games. 

Allowing five third-period goals to the 30th place Ottawa Senators ranks 
as perhaps the biggest regular season disaster in Connor McDavid’s 
NHL career. 

“It’s definitely up there,” said McDavid, who was dangerous but pointless 
Saturday. “I’m not sure what to tell ya. It’s been a long layoff, we come in 
and work ourselves to a 3-1 lead… And we give it away.” 

What happened? 

“I wish I had an answer.” 

The Oilers aren’t just awful, but something south of that. They are a club 
that has to score six goals to win, playing in a 3-2 league. 

As the old joke goes, calling this a train wreck is an affront to the railroad 
industry. The Oilers have fallen entirely off the rails after a hot, 16-5 start. 
Like that old TV commercial, they have literally fallen and they can’t get 
up. 

“We need to wrap it up. We need to win that game,” spat Kassian. “Now 
we’re sitting here talking about the same s--- we were talking about 
heading into the break. I’m running out of stuff to say.” 

McDavid went pointless on a minus-2 night, while Leon Draisaitl added 
only an assist, exacerbating the fact the Oilers finally got a good dose of 
support scoring. Edmonton got four goals from players not wearing No. 
97 or 29 — and they couldn’t find a way to win a hockey game. 

The penalty kill is gruesome, allowing two goals in three Senators 
attempts Saturday. Defensively, the Oilers are playing like 20 guys who 
all showed up for Saturday morning shinny who have never met anyone 
other than the guys they drove to the rink with. 

Offensively, four goals — and a 3-1 lead after 40 minutes — are two 
ingredients that good teams parlay into two points better than 90 per cent 
of the time. This team, however, played the third like they hadn’t a clue 
what to do with the commanding position they’d put themselves in after 
40 minutes. 

Young Stuart Skinner got the start, a sign that the team is moving on 
from Mikko Koskinen and a huge vote of confidence for the rookie. Alas, 
he did not repay them. 

Skinner, the great hope with the Oilers goaltending situation at critical, 
red alert levels, was well below average. The guy at the other end, Matt 
Murray, had to be far better and he was just that, giving his team a 
chance to win a game where the shots favoured Edmonton 16-6 after 20 
minutes and 24-13 after 40 minutes. 

Two goals in 2:26 early in the third turned a comfortable 3-1 lead into a 3-
3 nail biter. Ottawa went ahead 4-3, and then Darnell Nurse tied the 
game a 4-4, one of his nine shots on goal. 

With seven minutes to play, all that had to happen was to win the final 
seven minutes against a 30th place team and skate away with the points. 
Yet in the end, it’s clear as day: the better team won. 

“You look at teams that are going well, and they find ways to win games. 
Teams that are losing find ways to lose game. Tonight we definitely 
found a way to lose it,” said McDavid, who had no answer when asked 
what’s next. “I wish I had an answer for you. We’ve talked it over and 
over and over again in that room, and obviously we haven’t found an 
answer yet.” 

“We thought the break would help us with that,” added head coach Dave 
Tippett. “It did, for two periods.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' special-teams stumble vs. Hurricanes leads to 
another road-trip loss 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 15, 2022, 5:36 PM 

 

Six weeks into the Bruce Boudreau era with the Vancouver Canucks, all 
the ideals the coach values about how his team should play were on 
display Saturday in North Carolina. 

There was speed and aggressiveness, the suffocating pressure, the 
constant strength around the puck and ability to manufacture offence with 
good defence. Unfortunately for Canucks fans, it was by the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Canucks displayed some of those traits, too, but stumbled again on 
special teams and failed to convert enough of the good chances they 
created as they lost 4-1 to the Hurricanes, a 25-win team that had extra 
motivation – apart from trying to win a Stanley Cup – after embarrassing 
itself in a 6-0 loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets on Thursday. 

Vancouver vs. Columbus would be a fair fight. But on their joyless trudge 
through the Southeast, the Canucks have been outclassed against the 
Hurricanes, Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers. 

Those three teams top the National Hockey League standings with an 
aggregate record Saturday afternoon of 75-24-12. At home, they’re 45-
11-4, which means a visiting team manages to scavenge a point or two 
only once every four games. 

Against those three, the Canucks are 0-3. 
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It took Vancouver all of December to push back to the fringes of the 
playoff race in the Western Conference, but just three losses in four 
games to lose touch again with the final wild-card spot. They will be eight 
points out if the San Jose Sharks win Saturday night. 

“We can't let it slip away,” captain Bo Horvat, the lone Canuck goal-
scorer, said after the matinee loss. “Obviously, it feels like that right now 
because we're not winning games. But I think that's just going to bring 
out the best in us. I mean, if we're going to compete for a playoff spot and 
come out of this, this is a good test for us. 

“It hasn't gone the way we wanted here to start. But we've got to dig 
deeper and have some character in our room. It's just going to make us 
better in the end, winning this next game here and just moving on from 
there.” 

PER CHANCE TO GO 0-4 

The fourth game of the Canucks’ trip is another day game, on Sunday, 
and would appear to be the most winnable as the Washington Capitals 
had lost four straight before beating the struggling New York Islanders 2-
0 on Saturday. 

But it will be Vancouver’s third road game in three-and-a-half days and 
Canuck goalie Thatcher Demko is likely to start less than 24 hours after 
facing 33 shots from the Hurricanes. 

Demko was the surprise starter in Carolina when backup Jaroslav Halak 
went into COVID-19 protocol shortly before the warmup. Saturday was 
scheduled to be a work day for Demko. The All-Star-Game-bound goalie 
had a rigorous practice at 9 a.m. ET, only to get back to the rink a short 
time later and learn he’d be starting at 1 p.m. ET. 

“When you get those curveballs -- and there was another player that also 
tested positive, then he tested negative so he was allowed to play -- it 
sort of throws off all your prep,” Boudreau said. “The players, all they're 
doing is talking about it, worrying about whether it's them next ... what's 
going to happen, we're in the States, blah-blah-blah. It's not something 
you really like before the game, when you're supposed to be focussing 
on only one thing.” 

Minor-league goalie Spencer Martin, whose three career NHL 
appearances were five years ago with the Colorado Avalanche, backed 
up Saturday after being activated from the taxi squad. 

Boudreau said he’d have no worries playing Demko back-to-back this 
weekend. 

POWER-LESS PLAY 

For the second straight game, the sudden slump of the Canucks’ power 
play was a major factor as it went 0-for-5 and generated only five shots in 
10 minutes of advantages. It is 0-for-12 on the road trip. The Hurricanes 
went 1-for-2 in 2:38 of advantage time. Incredibly, Carolina has killed 35 
straight disadvantages. 

“On this trip, I think it has let us down a little bit,” Boudreau said. “Five-
on-five, we're holding our own. But one of the keys to today was your 
special teams had to be special. And all three of these games, they 
haven't been special. They were really good before the pause (Jan. 2-10) 
and we've got to get back to that, and we've got to get back to that in 
hurry. Those are the things win you games. In a 3-2 league, if you can 
get two goals 5-on-5 per game, and you get that power-play goal, it's the 
difference. And these three games we haven't been able to get it.” 

After Thursday’s 4-2 loss in Tampa, Boudreau said it was his fault for 
putting the same players out during four fruitless power plays. On 
Saturday, however, his only change was restoring Tanner Pearson as 
the net-front jammer on PP1 instead of Elias Pettersson, and the coach’s 
only mid-game adjustment to the top unit was reversing that decision. 

Conor Garland, one of the Canucks’ most creative and effective forwards 
this season, continues to languish on the second unit, which did get 
some different faces at one point: checkers Juho Lammikko, Tyler Motte 
and Matthew Highmore. 

FINDING PETEY 

Despite engaging physically and generating a couple of scoring chances, 
Canucks star Elias Pettersson had another pointless game and remains 
stuck on six goals through 37 games. He has one assist in the last six. 
He played as Horvat’s left winger for the second straight game. 

Pettersson, however, was noticeable. Leading scorer and top centre J.T. 
Miller, who had a nine-game points streak when Vancouver shut down its 
schedule for nine days after a New Year’s Day win in Seattle, is still 
pointless on the road trip and had one of his most inert games as a 
Canuck: zero shot attempts, one hit and a 30 per-cent share of expected 
goals-for. Miller also had 5:58 of the power-play time. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Trouble with the All-Star Game (and 
Spezza's idea to help) 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 15, 2022, 9:40 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Nothing to see here. Just a lil 
dancing. 

1. I vividly remember Leo Komarov lonely sitting at his pod at the 2016 
All-Star Media Day in Nashville, waiting for a crowd to form and 
questions that barely arrived. A couple local reporters and the Maple 
Leafs’ own film crew dutifully spoke with him. But the swarms went 
elsewhere, and he left the room early. 

I write this not to shame Uncle Leo. He’s a helluva character, a beauty 
quote, and was a terrific role player in his prime. What he was not, 
however, is an NHL all-star. But it didn’t matter that the Leafs were in 
blatant tank mode that season. 

In Gary Bettman’s circus of parity, every team must send an all-star rep. 

In 2022, we have Arizona’s Clayton Keller (tied for 75th in scoring) 
awarded his second appearance and Montreal’s Nick Suzuki (tied for 
159th) awarded his first. 

Again, nothing against these talented athletes. But Keller’s all-star debut 
was made during (checks notes) a 14-goal season. Nazem Kadri has 48 
points in 31 games, but it’s his fault he plays for a good team. 

In other words, we get where Nathan MacKinnon is coming from. 

“It’s silly,” MacKinnon said, twice. “It's silly. I don't think every team 
should send a guy. I think it's a silly rule that we have. It's an all-star 
game; it's not a participation game. Naz is [fifth] in scoring in the NHL, 
and he's got to get voted in still. So, I don't think that's right.” 

MacKinnon speaks with firsthand knowledge of both perspectives, 
deserving and undeserving. He debuted at the 2017 all-star game in L.A. 
during a career-worst 16-goal campaign because, hey, the crappy Avs 
had to be included. 

“You know, I look back when we came last, I went, and I had a poor 
season. So, I knew I shouldn’t have been there. A lot of guys should 
have been over me,” the Central Division captain went on. 

“At the end of the day, it doesn't mean a ton. It's an all-star game. It's for 
fun. It obviously gets hyped up and things like that. But yeah, I mean, we 
should have five, six guys going from our team.” 
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Anaheim Calder candidate and author of the season’s most creative goal 
Trevor Zegras won’t be going, which is a whiff. 

Why not? 

Well, Nick Kypreos revealed on Real Kyper and Bourne Friday that 
Calgary didn’t wish to send Jacob Markstrom, and the Pacific Division 
needed a worthy goalie, so John Gibson got the nod. Troy Terry is a 
worthy Last Men In candidate for the Ducks, but the puzzle pieced 
Zegras out. 

Unless… 

With Dylan Larkin representing rebuilding Detroit over Lucas Raymond 
and Moritz Seider, zero rookies were invited. 

In addition to Kadri, three other top-10 scorers — Steven Stamkos, Brad 
Marchand, Mikko Rantanen — were left off the initial rosters. 

Metropolitan captain Alex Ovechkin, who has a history of skipping the 
event, has already qualified that his attendance will be health-dependent: 
"Obviously most important thing I have to get healthy, and we'll see from 
there." 

In Toronto, cases could be made for William Nylander and Morgan Rielly, 
in addition to Last Men In nominee John Tavares. 

“It’s a crazy thing that Mo hasn't gone [to an all-star game] with how 
many years he's had just producing and doing great things and helping 
our team win,” Mitch Marner says. “That’s a guy that really deserves to 
be in that opportunity, in that game. 

“It’s tough. I mean, there's not a lot of spots [and] obviously you gotta fill 
all the teams in there,” Marner goes on. “We're a team that when people 
do get announced to it, we’re super happy for one another and we don't 
really dwell on it too long. 

“No one cares that much.” 

It’s silly! It doesn’t mean a ton! No one cares that much! ... So many all-
star slogans for the NHL to choose from. 

More from Sportsnet 

NHL's Top 12 UFAs of 2022: Latest rumours, reports 

Luke Fox 

Avalanche’s MacKinnon on Kadri’s initial NHL All-Star snub: ‘It’s silly’ 

Sportsnet Staff 

2. Jason Spezza still recalls the pins-and-needles excitement of his first 
all-star weekend, when he skated on a line with Ovechkin and Martin St. 
Louis. 

“Too much gets talked about the quality of the game.” Spezza speaks 
from a place of wisdom. “It's all about what your expectations are. 

“If you’re expecting Game 7 of the Stanley Cup finals, you’re looking in 
the wrong place. But if you’re looking to see your favourite players 
yucking it up and getting to know each other, then it’s a great thing for 
kids.” 

A self-confessed hockey nerd, Spezza has an idea that might improve 
the Skills Competition. 

Though it would require some The Batchelor-level secrecy to make sure 
no one knew the winners in advance, Spezza suggests pre-taping a 
made-for-TV skill special. Cut out the contest’s floods and low points and 
mix the highlights — Hardest Shot, Fastest Skater, et al — with some 
pre-shot backstories of the competitors. 

Heck, invite specialists who aren’t necessarily all-stars but have a 
booming slapper or are quick on their feet. In basketball, not every three-
point shooter or slam-dunk artist plays in the game. 

“The NBA does a good job of that,” Spezza says. 

3. Cale Makar, 23, has been an NHL standout since before his rookie 
year even started, so it’s a little surprising that this will be his first all-star 
appearance. 

Project his 16 goals through 29 games played over a full 82, and he’s 
scoring at a 45-goal pace. Simply remarkable. 

“He's just electric. He’s a dynamic skater and up there with anyone in the 
league,” former Avalanche Alexander Kerfoot says. “Just the plays that 
he makes game in, game out, he can beat guys on his own and make 
something happen out of nothing.” 

Only three times has a defenceman hit the 40-goal mark, and two of 
them are Paul Coffey. The other is Bobby Orr. 

The last time Coffey accomplished the feat, NHL teams scored an 
average of 3.97 goals per game. Makar is taking a run at it with scoring 
down to 3.03. 

“He can really shoot the puck,” Morgan Rielly says. “What he's able to do 
at his age and just how he plays a game is very impressive. He’s got a lot 
of confidence. I mean, he's one of the best players in the league.” 

4. The greatest penalty kill percentage in a single season is 89.6 per 
cent, by the notoriously stingy 2011-12 New Jersey Devils. 

Well, the 2021-22 Carolina Hurricanes (90.1 per cent after 34 games 
played) and Pittsburgh Penguins (89.9 per cent after 36 games) are both 
hunting down the record. It’s early, but this is some fine 4-on-5 work. 

All-star goaltending by Frederik Andersen and Tristan Jarry surely helps, 
but let’s give some love to the assistant coaches here. 

Todd Reirden is in his second season (of his second tour) overseeing 
Pittsburgh’s D and is proof that an ousted head coach can still make 
meaningful impact in a more specified role. 

Long-serving stay-at-home Hurricanes blueliner Tim Gleason took the PK 
reins from Dean Chynoweth (now with Toronto), getting promoted to the 
bench after heading up the club's defencemen development since 2018. 

A couple of under-discussed coaches doing fine work in an under-
discussed area of the game. 

5. The youngest of Annika and Nicklas Lidstrom’s four hockey-playing 
sons, Lucas, turns 19 this year. 

“Pretty soon he’ll be out of the house too,” Lidstrom said upon being 
named the Detroit Red Wings’ VP of hockey operations this week. (For 
Lucas’s sake, we hope he didn’t learn of his imminent eviction during 
Dad’s Zoom call with reporters.) 

“I always wanted one day to get back into it again.” 

A soon-to-be empty-nester, Lidstrom says he’s eager to get his feet wet 
as a hockey executive, learn how the organization works “and see where 
that leads me.” 

This is a coup for Lidstrom’s friend/boss Steve Yzerman. He believes 
Hall of Fame players that dive into management do so because they 
have a love for the grind of it all. 

“I try to hire really good people. I try to hire the best hockey minds, guys 
who have a great work ethic and a passion for the job,” said Yzerman, 
content to allow Lidstrom to do the work from home in Sweden. 

Lidstrom won’t hesitate to provide tips to Detroit’s D-men and try to make 
them better players. (Hello, Moritz Seider.) He wants to learn their 
personalities. And when Detroit is ready to turn the corner on its rebuild, 
imagine the impact of a UFA defenceman getting a recruiting call from 
Lidstrom. 

“I'm really excited to join the team again — the organization, I should 
say,” Lidstrom clarified. 

“We can do the team thing, too, if you want to talk about that,” Yzerman 
responded. 
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6. Not so fast, Maple Leafs fans tempted to turn away from Team USA’s 
Olympic experience now that Matthews won’t serve as No. 1 centre. 

Two highly touted Leafs prospects, Nick Abruzzese and Matthews Knies, 
will rep an intriguing American squad that leans heavily toward youth. 

Harvard alum and current Leaf Kerfoot spent a decent amount of time 
skating with and talking to Crimson captain Abruzzese in the summer. 

“He's a really, really good hockey player. He's got dynamic skills. Super 
good with the puck. He's got an elite brain,” Kerfoot says, “and he’s a 
really good offensive player. 

“The other thing you notice is just his hunger. He wants to get better. He 
wants to be the best player on the ice every night. He's competitive, and 
he’s a really hard worker.” 

Abruzzese, 22, has racked up 65 points through his first 45 games for the 
Ivy League school. 

7. Tuukka Rask taking a pro-rated $1 million contract for the cap-
strapped Bruins after making $6.5 million last season is a heckuva 
discount. 

"In some ways, Tuukka's too honest," Boston GM Don Sweeney 
admitted. "He's just a guy that wants to go back and play hockey. He 
committed to the rehab part of it and the process, which is not an easy 
thing. He could have just faded off. 

"I applauded Tuukka and Markus [Lehto, his agent]. They're not blind to 
the salary cap challenges we all face. I appreciate them working with us 
in that regard. 

“[The Rask signing] hopefully puts us in a really strong position 
organizationally without necessarily changing the cap dynamic. You 
realize we were probably $60,000 within the cap the other night just to 
field our lineup." 

So far, so good. Rask delivered a nail-biting 3-2 victory over Philadelphia 
Thursday, his first action in 218 days. 

All three goals were scored by David Pastrnak, who promised Rask a hat 
trick pre-game. 

"It felt like I was home," Rask said when all the hugs were over. 

Games in hand matter. The Bruins rank 12th overall in points percentage 
(.647). We could still see them taking a run up the Atlantic standings. 

8. Auston Matthews agreed, for the second time this season, to be mic’d 
up for TNT’s national broadcast Wednesday in Arizona. 

“I used to not be super comfortable doing it, and then I just got used to it. 
Doesn't really bother me,” Matthews explains. 

The in-game sounds add a much-welcome layer of entertainment for a 
sport played within the confines of glass. 

“Honestly, for the most part, I forget I'm mic’d up,” Matthews says. “I just 
focus on playing hockey and helping my team and trying to do what I can 
do out there to help us win and let the PR team take care of that stuff.” 

9. Quote of the Week. 

“I used to hate him. Now I love him.” — Zach Bogosian on Corey Perry. 

10. Less than 24 hours after the Hockey Diversity Alliance launched its 
#TapeOutHate campaign last Saturday, Budweiser Canada announced 
that the rolls of anti-racism hockey tape sold out. 

“We want to keep this topic relevant. This is not an issue that is just in the 
past. It still happens today,” says HDA co-founder Wayne Simmonds. 
“We want to continue these tough conversations, to where we can get to 
a point to where we don't even have to talk about this anymore.” 

The well-produced video features some of the actual racist messages 
NHLers of colour have received on their phones. Is the language 

offensive? Of course. But the Alliance felt it necessary to include — so 
fans know the truth. 

“It hits hard sometimes. Not sometimes. All the time,” Simmonds says. “If 
you go back to your Twitter, Instagram or even text messages — 
somebody might randomly find your number, and these things happen. It 
happens way too often. And we just want people to know that it's just not 
us crying, ‘Poor us.’ This is something that is extremely important to us. 
It's still happening today. And we want to make sure the next generation 
of BIPOC hockey players know they have people that are standing with 
them. 

“And if we can make it to this level, they can definitely make it to this level 
as well.” 

Fans noticed that Simmonds, Kadri, Anthony Duclair and Matt Dumba 
didn’t wear their respective team sweaters in the spot. 

“We don't really have an ongoing relationship with the NHL, and I think 
that's why we weren't allowed to use our NHL equipment, logos, and 
things of that manner,” Simmonds says. 

“The most important thing is just getting this campaign out in front of the 
hockey world’s eyes, for everyone to realize what actually is going on 
behind the scenes. So, it's unfortunate we don't have a working 
relationship with the NHL, but it is what it is. And we're going to continue 
to forge forward and try to make a difference in our game.” 

11. Jack Eichel says he felt “like a kid at Christmas” joining his Vegas 
Golden Knights mates on-ice this week. 

He’ll take his time getting his timing back and conditioning up to par, but 
Eichel has been torching defenders in his red, no-contact practice 
sweater so often that Alex Pietrangelo jokingly complained that it wasn’t 
fair that they can’t hit him. 

“I’m not in a rush right now,” says Eichel, who wants to feel comfortable 
before entering the lineup. 

Thing is, he used to be in a rush for Beijing. 

The NHL’s pullout from the Olympics has replaced some urgency with 
caution here. 

"Like a lot of players, I was very frustrated. I'm not saying that I would 
have been back and healthy and ready to compete at the Olympics — 
but I'm also not saying that I wouldn't have been,” Eichel said. “Definitely 
frustrated with the decision." 

So smooth was the artificial disk replacement surgery that the centremen 
went out to dinner with his parents later that night after going under the 
knife. 

Yes, Eichel had a long conversation about the procedure with Chicago’s 
Tyler Johnson, who underwent the same ADR surgery shortly afterward. 

12. Time flies. Penguins don’t. 

I was blown away by this Pittsburgh record, which speaks so much to this 
trio’s success but also management’s commitment to keeping a 
championship engine intact. 

One would guess the ’70s Canadiens, ’80s Islanders or Oilers, ’90s Red 
Wings or ’00s Devils might have three guys that stuck together longer. 

Although there’s no guarantee this threesome makes it to Season 17 — 
with Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang both pending UFAs — this is a mind-
blowing accomplishment in the salary cap era. 
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TSN.CA / Sandin's physicality an underrated part of his game according 
to Keefe 
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The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at the Enterprise Center on 
Saturday prior to their game with the St. Louis Blues. 

Toronto Maple Leafs defenceman Rasmus Sandin hammered Vegas 
Golden Knights forward Evgenii Dadonov with a huge open-ice hit on 
Tuesday night.  

"I had a couple bad plays in that shift so I was a little pissed," the 21-
year-old said. "I saw that the d-man [with the puck] was looking at him so 
I tried to read the play a little bit earlier, a little bit before it happened, and 
I just stepped up. It was a pretty good hit, I thought." 

It was one of 10 hits that Sandin was credited with during the win in 
Vegas.  

"I like watching hits," Sandin said. "I mean, it's a part of the game as long 
as you keep it clean. There should be a purpose with the hit and they 
didn't get the zone entry there so it worked out pretty well." 

"Ras has always had that as part of his game," said Maple Leafs head 
coach Sheldon Keefe, who also coached Sandin in the American Hockey 
League. "I think back to his time stepping in as an 18-year-old with the 
Marlies and he was very physical. I think that's maybe an underrated part 
of his game. It's always been there."  

    Rasmus Sandin absolutely drops Dadonov 
pic.twitter.com/fR1Vz1z0M7 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) January 12, 2022 

Despite standing just 5-foot-11, 178 pounds, Sandin has already landed 
some big hits in his young NHL career. He leads all Leafs defencemen in 
hits per 60 minutes this season (6.61).  

"Ras is a physical and competitive guy and that's part of his game," 
Keefe continued. "If you're a little undersized you need to be very 
physical, very competitive and fearless if you're going to succeed in 
league. He has that and that gives him a chance to play as a young guy."  

Sandman is a hitman for Leafs: 'An underrated part of his game' 

Rasmus Sandin breaks down his big hit against the Golden Knights and 
why it was a byproduct of a couple mistakes from himself. The Leafs 
defenceman admits he's not out there looking for big hits but believes it's 
an underrated part of his game. 

 St. Louis Blues players should keep their eyes on No. 38 tonight, 
because Sandin may be a bit ornery. He was scratched on Wednesday 
in Arizona in a move that Keefe suggested was tied to salary-cap 
constraints.  

"It's not the best thing, obviously, when you're sitting up top watching a 
game that you think you maybe can play, but I'm back today and ready to 
play," Sandin said.  

Another reason Sandin may be agitated tonight? He hasn't been sleeping 
well during this road trip, which started on Jan. 7.  

"I can't wait to get home to my own bed and my own pillow, especially," 
he admitted. "I need to learn from this and bring my own for the next road 
trip." 

What's different about his pillow?  

"Oh, it's just perfect," Sandin said with a smile.  

As Leafs wrap up road trip, Sandin admits he misses his pillow 

The Maple Leafs will return home to Toronto after their game against the 
Blues tonight and Rasmus Sandin admits there's one thing he really 
misses on the road. 

Despite playing on Toronto's top unit, forward Mitch Marner has gone 99 
games without scoring a power-play goal. His last man-advantage 
marker was way back on Feb. 1, 2020.  

"I find it odd," Keefe said. "We're aware of it and we're trying to do 
different things to help get something to fall for him ... This season our 
power play's been as good as anyone in the league for the most part so 
I'm not too concerned about it. We're always trying to find ways to get 
better so we'll continue to monitor it and look at it." 

The Leafs are tied for second overall with the Blues in power-play 
percentage this season (29.6).  

"I'm not overly concerned with who's scoring the goals," Keefe said. "I'm 
just concerned about whether or not it goes in the net and it has gone in 
quite a bit for us this season."  

Ten different players have scored for the Leafs on the man advantage 
this season. Marner has recorded seven power-play assists.  

"He hit a couple posts, in the last game he played, on the power play," 
Keefe pointed out. "We'd like him to find ways to be more of a threat and 
score on the power play, but the reality is our power play was really 
rolling for a period of time there when Mitch was in." 

The Leafs power play has cooled off a bit of late. The team is 3/13 in five 
games since the calendar flipped to 2022.  

"Some of that is because we haven't played a lot of hockey and gotten 
the reps," Keefe said. "Part of it is because we're out of sync a little more 
now without having Mitch in three of the five games since Christmas." 

Marner will return to the lineup tonight after spending a week in the 
COVID protocol. He skated in his usual top on the flank of the top unit at 
Friday's practice, per David Alter of The Hockey News.  

Keefe not too concerned about Marner's lack of power-play goals 

It's been almost a year since Mitch Marner scored his last goal on the 
power play for the Maple Leafs. While he's racked up a ton of assists with 
the man-advantage, Sheldon Keefe was asked if the disparity between 
the two is at all a concern. 

Pierre Engvall, who went into COVID protocol the same day as Marner, 
will also return to the lineup tonight. The 6-foot-5 winger skated on the 
third line with David Kampf and Ilya Mikheyev at Friday's practice.  

"I feel good," Engvall said. "I wasn't too sick with the COVID so I feel I 
didn't lose too much." 

Engvall's return will bolster Toronto's forecheck. The 25-year-old Swede 
feels like that's the area where he's improved the most this season.  

"I'm forechecking harder this year," he said. "I feel more comfortable in 
that area ... I feel more comfortable going in hard to battles. I feel my 
physical game is better. I might not always hit the guy, but I feel like I'm 
going in there with my confidence and power." 

"With his size and speed, it's a natural fit," said Keefe. "When it's time to 
go retrieve a puck he should be as good as anybody in the league in 
terms of getting on it first."  

Engvall isn't the only Leaf who has taken strides in this area.  

"It's been more of a focus for us as a team this season," Keefe said. "The 
reality of the league is it's going to force you to have to go forecheck the 
puck back if you want to spend time in the offensive zone and play on 
offence. He's learning that and our team is learning that. Our forecheck 
has been a good asset for us when we've been at our best." 

Morgan Rielly is sixth among NHL defenceman with 25 assists this 
season. He leads the Leafs, one of the top teams in the NHL, in ice time 
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(24:01 per game). And yet Rielly did not receive an invitation to the all-
star game.  

"It's a crazy thing that Mo hasn't gone with how many years he's had 
here of just producing and doing great things and helping our team win," 
said Marner. "He's another guy that deserves to be in that opportunity 
and that game." 

The current all-star game format (three-on-three game with every team 
needing to be represented) means that deserving candidates are left out 
every season. The Leafs will be represented this year by leading scorer 
Auston Matthews, who was voted captain of the Atlantic Division team, 
and Jack Campbell, who's putting up Vezina Trophy calibre numbers.  

Forward John Tavares is Toronto's representative in the Last Men In 
vote, which will determine the final player on each of the four teams. 

That means that, like Rielly, William Nylander isn't getting a chance to 
experience the mid-season showcase. That raised eyebrows in the Leafs 
room, because the smooth-skating Swede is second on the team in 
points (36) and goals (16).   

Was Sandin surprised to see his countryman snubbed?  

"A little bit, actually," he said. "I think he's been really, really good for us. 
Everyone recognizes his game on the ice and how hard he's been 
working and how good he's been playing for us. We recognize that. If he 
keeps going like this, he's going to be in one of those games some time 
soon." 

There's no doubt, among the Leafs at least, that Nylander belongs 
among the league's elite players.  

"The most important thing is that he sees himself in that group," said 
Matthews. "He's confident. He's been playing great for us. His role, in 
general, and responsibilities have expanded and he's taken it upon 
himself to be good in a number of these areas. He's been playing 
unbelievable for us."  

"It's tough," concluded Marner. "There's not a lot of spots. Obviously, you 
got to fill all the teams in there. The good thing about our team is I don't 
think it bothers anyone. We don’t really dwell on it too long."  

Leafs surprised Rielly, Nylander didn't get more All-Star consideration 

Nathan MacKinnon spoke his mind when asked about Nazem Kadri not 
making the All-Star game and some Maple Leafs believe Morgan Rielly 
and William Nylander could've made the ballot if the criteria was a bit 
different. 

Projected Leafs lineup for Saturday's game in St. Louis:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Clifford - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Liljegren 

Sandin - Dermott 

Campbell starts 

Mrazek 

    #Leafs on the ice for optional skate here in St. Louis: 

    Anderson, Biega, Marner, Seney, Mikheyev, Spezza, Engvall, Clifford, 
Campbell, Mrazek, Hutchinson 

    — David Alter (@dalter) January 15, 2022 
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