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Did we just see rock bottom for the Oilers? Plus thoughts on the Panthers, Bruins, Islanders 
and more 

By Sean McIndoe 

Stop me if you’ve heard this one before, but it’s not going 
well in Edmonton. 

Oh, you have heard that one. For pretty much the last 
decade-and-a-half or so. Right, that does ring a bell. 

Just in case you’re new to this, let’s round-up where we’re at 
right now with this team. They have the best player in the 
world, by a mile. They have, arguably, the second-best 
player in the world. They have a No. 1 pick and a No. 4 pick 
who are both on pace for career years, a shiny new UFA on 
an eight-year contract that probably won’t age well but has 
been fine so far, a good young defenseman with a massive 
extension about to kick in, and a new guy with three Cup 
rings who can sprinkle magic leadership dust all over the 
dressing room. 

They also have no bottom six, a big question in goal, Cody 
Ceci for some reason, a coach on the hot seat, and a GM 
who not only seems completely out of answers, but actually 
appears to have lost track of the questions. 

Also, tomorrow will be the one-month anniversary of their last 
win. So there’s that. 

Saturday night saw them on home ice to face Ottawa, a 
bottom-five team with little to play for. We all made our jokes 
about the Sens Sickos, but it was a game that the Oilers 
absolutely had to have. They took a 3-1 lead into the third 
period, then gave it up by the midway mark on the way to a 
6-4 loss that may have been their worst of the season, all 
things considered. Honestly, the score may have flattered 
them. 

The loss was the team’s sixth straight and 12th in their last 
14 games. They’ve dropped to a tie for tenth in the West. 
The models say they’re down to being about a coin flip to 
even make the playoffs. 

So, now what? 

Ken Holland says he won’t fire his coach, and we can 
probably believe him since that’s something he’s never done 
in his decades-long career as a GM. He sure seems to want 
to sign Evander Kane, even with all the baggage that would 
involve, but the league’s latest investigation may have hit the 
pause button on that. Making a big trade would seem like a 
reasonable ask of one of the highest-paid GMs in NHL 
history, but fans are always being told those moves are too 
complicated these days. So, where does that leave us? The 
Oilers have tried nothing and are all out of ideas. 

Believe it or not, there’s some good news here if you look 
hard enough. A big part of the recent slump is that Leon 
Draisaitl has gone cold, or at least what passes for cold 
when you’re that good, and we’ve seen this before and know 

it’s probably temporary. Connor McDavid has looked mortal 
too, with just 13 points in his last 13 games, and we know 
that won’t last. Once those two go supernova again, the 
Oilers will be better. You know, assuming they don’t lose the 
last remaining ounce of their will to live first. 

Beyond that, this team is still dealing with a COVID-19 
outbreak and various other injuries, so maybe we shouldn’t 
read too much into this current streak. Mike Smith will get 
healthy eventually, and might even stay that way. And yes, it 
still sounds like Kane is on the way, despite all the history. 
As a wise man once said about facing a moral dilemma, 
“whatever”. 

Maybe all of that is enough to at least get this team back into 
a playoff spot. Maybe it can even get them a little bit more 
than that. Or maybe yet another season of the McDavid era 
fades away into failure. 

Over to you, Ken Holland. We’ve all heard this one before, 
but it’s your job to make sure we get a different ending this 
time. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

The Wild might be back, winning three straight after dropping 
five in a row. They’ll get the Avalanche twice this week, 
including tonight, which will give us a better sense of where 
they’re at. In the meantime, this was cool: 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (23-14-2, +19 true goals 
differential*) — They were off for most of the week, which 
gave us time to get our first look at Jack Eichel practicing. 
His return to the lineup isn’t imminent, but it’s a good 
reminder that we haven’t seen this team at full power yet. We 
still won’t, with Alec Martinez and Max Pacioretty out for a 
while, but that might allow the Knights to bring Eichel back 
without needing much in the way of salary cap shenanigans. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (26-9-5, +23) — The mostly full-
powered Lightning had a 3-0-0 week, although those wins 
came against the Sabres, Canucks and Stars. They’ve got 
the traditional three-game California road swing this week, 
which might tell us a little more. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (25-8-2, +39) — They lost 6-0 to the 
Blue Jackets, so I have decided to follow the crowd and stop 
talking about them. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (24-8-3, +38) — For the record, I’m 
with Nathan MacKinnon: We shouldn’t insist on every team 
being represented at the All-Star Game. I get that at this 
point, this is mostly a game for the business partners and 
little kids, and the former doesn’t care and the latter like to 
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see their team represented. There hasn’t been any 
competitive integrity to this game in decades, ever since 
players decided it was beneath them to look like they’re 
trying. We should still be picking the best players, and some 
teams just don’t have an All-Star. When guys having years 
like Nazem Kadri, Brad Marchand and Troy Terry aren’t 
making it, something’s wrong. 

The answer isn’t to expand the rosters — only a league with 
loser points would pretend that 30 guys per conference are 
All-Stars. It’s to either drop the one-per-team requirement or 
just shrug and admit this isn’t really about sending the best 
or most entertaining players. I’d prefer the first option, but 
clearly, the NHL wants door number two, so this is what we 
get. 

1. Florida Panthers (26-7-5, +49) — No surprise here. We 
promise not to overreact to small samples around here, but 
when a team scores 16 over two games we have to take 
notice. The Panthers are just crushing teams right now, and 
refreshingly, they’re doing it with offense. They’ve taken 17 
of their last 18 possible points, and scored 54 goals in those 
nine contests. I’ll save you the math — that’s an average of 
six goals per game. This team is terrifying right now. 

They’ll set out on a five-game road trip that starts tomorrow. 
The good news, as far as the rest of the league is 
concerned, is the Panthers aren’t very good on the road. 
They’re a ridiculous 21-3-0 at home but just 5-4-5 when 
they’re away, and that’s where they’ll spend the majority of 
the rest of the season. The bad news is they’re facing five 
teams that are struggling, including the Oilers on Thursday. 
This could get ugly, and also very fun. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Boston Bruins — It’s been reasonably easy to 
forget about the Bruins this year. They’re well behind the 
Atlantic’s big three of Tampa, Florida and Toronto, especially 
if you don’t notice how many games in hand those teams 
have on them. But they’re also not bad, so there’s no fun 
“what should they do now” narrative to start hammering on. 
They’re just a solid team with a great first line and enough 
depth around them, grinding out consistent wins while 
seeming like they’re already locked into place as a wild card 
in a conference where all the playoff spots are spoken for. 

How boring. 

To their credit, the Bruins gave us something to talk about 
this week with the return of Tuukka Rask. We’re not quite 
sure what it means yet, since we’ll need to see if his hip can 
hold up and we’re not sure how the Linus Ullmark situation 
will play out. Still, it’s good news for a Bruins team that could 
use a boost in goal. Ullmark hadn’t been bad — well, he had, 
but it was early on and he’s been pretty good since then — 
so it’s not like this was a full-on emergency. But a healthy 
Rask is one of the better goalies in the league, no matter 
what that one Bruin fan you know always says, and at a $1 
million cap hit he’s a steal. If he’s really back, that’s a win for 
everyone. Well, almost everyone. 

For what it’s worth, they’ve won five straight including 
Saturday afternoon’s OT decision over Nashville. We’ll get a 
good look at where they’re at this week (and maybe a 

crossover wild-card preview) as they’ve got the Hurricanes 
tomorrow followed by the Capitals. But for now, they’re hot. 

Where does all that leave Boston? Still in fourth place, 
probably, but that’s not the worst place to be for a veteran 
team that can bide its time and gear up for a playoff run. 
They’re another one of those closing-window teams where 
you wonder how many more chances they have; with Patrice 
Bergeron’s future up in the air, maybe this is really it. If so, I 
don’t hate their odds. We’re all going to pay more attention to 
the Florida/Tampa/Toronto group if they all keep playing .700 
hockey, as we should. But would anyone really be stunned if 
the Bruins were the team that came out of the Atlantic, 
beating out two teams that never win anything when it 
matters and one that might be worn down from long runs in 
back-to-back seasons? 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

I regret to inform you that the Blackhawks are talking 
themselves into things again. 

5. Ottawa Senators (11-18-2, -22) — Senators fans have to 
be getting a little tired of always being the opponent that 
other teams want to fire their coach for losing to, but let’s 
stay positive. They’ve won two straight since returning to 
action, scoring ten against the Oilers and Flames. They’re 
scheduled to be back home against the Sabres tomorrow, 
meaning they’ve got a good shot at their first three-game 
streak of regulation wins all season. 

Also, this whole thing was very funny: 

4. Buffalo Sabres (11-20-6, -35) — The Sabres goaltending 
situation is descending into farce, so it goes without saying 
that Aaron Dell would outduel Juuse Saros this week. They 
followed that up by losing to the Red Wings, meaning the 
Sabres still haven’t won two straight in regulation all year 
long. 

In other news, Jeff Skinner is scoring at a 30-goal pace, 
which is not something I expected to be able to type this 
season. 

3. Seattle Kraken (10-23-4, -36) — They have a new 
pregame intro. The postgame “Huh, we lost again” remains 
unchanged. 

2. Montreal Canadiens (7-24-5, -56) — This would be big: 

Jeff Gorton is going to be the guy who runs the show, so 
hiring a less experienced up-and-comer to learn on the job 
makes sense. Whoever it is, they’ll have their work cut out 
for them. 

In related news, this is an all-timer headline from Arpon. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (8-24-4, -57) — Yes, I know they’ve 
technically passed the Habs in the standings, both in points 
and percentage. And I know that Montreal is basically down 
to like three players who know how to tie their own skates. 
There’s a very strong case the Canadiens should be in this 
spot, and I’m guessing their fans are going to make it. 

But I’m not making the switch, for two reasons. First, the 
Coyotes seem very dedicated to the tank, and they’re not 
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going to let Montreal invade their territory without 
responding. Remember, we’re predicting the future here, not 
just what’s happening right now, and if Bill Armstrong is 
willing to trade Jakob Chychrun then who knows how far he’ll 
go to defend his turf. 

But more importantly, I’ve never had a team go start-to-finish 
in the same spot for an entire season in all the years I’ve 
been doing this column. I think it would be neat if the 
Coyotes pulled it off, so I’m going to need to be convinced 
beyond a reasonable doubt before I blow it for them. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders — When we last checked in 
on the Islanders they were very bad, or at least their record 
was. Everyone was still a little antsy about writing them off, 
even in the midst of what would become an 11-game losing 
streak, but it had become clear they’d need a massive push 
over the last two-thirds of the season to have any chance at 
a playoff spot. 

A little more than a month later, it’s happening. Sort of. But 
it’s not going to be enough. Probably. 

Starting with their December 7 win over Ottawa to snap the 
streak and including Saturday’s shutout loss to Washington, 

the Islanders have played 10 games and picked up 13 
points. That’s a 106-point pace over a full season, which 
suggests the good Islanders are back. They’re getting 
healthy, they’ve settled into their new rink, and they’re 
starting to look like that Barry Trotz team that’s hard to score 
on and creates more offense than you think. Can they really 
pull this off? 

It’s not completely out of the question. Dom’s model still has 
them close to 10 percent, and they’ve already started 
passing teams like the Devils and Flyers in points 
percentage. They’ve got a ton of ground to make up, and we 
knew they weren’t going to cover it all in a month. 

Still, it feels like Justin Bourne is going to be right, and a 
strong second half is going to get the Islanders into the 
mushy middle and not much further. That might not be a 
good thing for a team that doesn’t have much in the way of 
prospect equity. A cooling off and a mediocre second-half 
leading to some decent lottery odds might not have been the 
worst thing in the world for this bunch, even if you’d never 
get Lou Lamoriello to agree. Islanders fans, where are you at 
on that one?
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John Klingberg trade talks accelerate: Analyzing destinations for the Dallas Stars defender 

By Shayna Goldman and Saad Yousuf 

John Klingberg’s comments last week about his frustration 
with contract negotiations, including how he feels 
unappreciated by the Stars, raised some eyebrows. 
Klingberg is an alternate captain, drafted and developed by 
the Stars into one of the premier offensive defensemen in the 
NHL. Both sides had publicly expressed interest in 
continuing the marriage as recently as the beginning of this 
season. Now, a divorce seems inevitable. 

How Klingberg and the Stars got here 

From Klingberg’s standpoint, this is an introduction to the 
nasty business side of the sport. The last time Klingberg was 
at the table, the Stars gave him $29 million over seven years 
in 2015. At 22 years old, the business side met Klingberg 
with a smile. The team that drafted him in the fifth round in 
2010 not only verbalized its belief in him but put its money 
where its mouth was. 

That deal was a bit risky for the Stars because it was a lot of 
commitment, in contract length and money, for a player 
coming off of his rookie season, albeit a promising one. It 
was also a smart deal for the Stars because even if they lost 
in that deal, they wouldn’t be significant losers, but if they 
won, they would have hit the lottery. Had Klingberg not 
panned out, the contract would have been unpleasant but it 
wasn’t going to be big enough to handcuff the franchise. For 
Klingberg to develop the way he did though, the Stars got a 
stud player below market value for the bulk of his prime. 

Now, the two sides are back at the table but the vibes and 
reality are much different than seven years ago. In 2015, 
recency bias favored Klingberg as he had 11 goals and 29 
assists for 40 points in 65 games. The Stars were paying for 
upside and potential. This season, he has one goal and 17 
assists in 30 games, and his scoring projection as an eight-
year-veteran at age 29 is coming in below his numbers from 
his rookie season. 

Klingberg’s tough season also isn’t isolated. This is a 
continued downward slide from last season, in which he had 
seven goals and 29 assists in 53 games. The defender has 
acknowledged that in the last couple of seasons, his 
individual production hasn’t been where it needs to be. This 
leaves the Stars to figure out why there’s been such a dip, 
ranging from age to system fit to simply the chaotic nature of 
the world working through the many challenges of a 
pandemic. 

Klingberg was ready to sign an extension before this season 
but the Stars were reluctant. The other nasty side of the 
business is that sometimes, it’s just as much about 
circumstances outside of a player’s control. Klingberg’s 
performance is mostly in his control and that gave the Stars 
a cause for pause. What’s not in his control is the fact that 
while he was playing at a bargain AAV figure of $4.25 million, 
the Stars were locking up their money in other players whose 
contracts came up first. Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin both 
got their big contracts while Klingberg was on his current 
deal. More importantly, so did his fellow blueliners Esa 
Lindell, Miro Heiskanen and Ryan Suter. Add in the 
complications of being stuck squarely in the middle of a flat 

cap because of a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic, and the cards 
were stacked against Klingberg, regardless of what he did. 

With Klingberg entering the final year of his contract, there 
were always going to be a few possibilities. The Stars made 
Klingberg an initial offer, which was obviously below market 
value. The defenseman could have signed that but doing so 
made little sense for him. He’s at a stage in his career where 
this may be his one big payday, so he needs to maximize his 
earnings. So, Klingberg didn’t sign that deal. The next 
possibility was for him to force the Stars’ hand with his 
performance. If Klingberg had enjoyed a blistering season so 
far, perhaps the Stars would have been more compelled to 
up their offer and get a deal done before the price got too 
high or they risked losing a player who was performing so 
well. Klingberg has struggled this season so that didn’t come 
to fruition either.  

Another possibility could have been Klingberg not having a 
spectacular season but the Stars rolling along the top of the 
NHL, as they expected to be, and therefore less willing to 
disturb anything in critical crucial season. They could then 
ride things out until the end, while hoping that Klingberg’s 
play picks up the way it did in the 2020 playoff run, and then 
let him walk after a legitimate chance at a playoff run. 
Instead, the Stars are outside of the playoff picture and may 
have to re-assess what the potential is for the team this 
season and how the 29-year-old fits into the organization’s 
future. 

Klingberg has consistently expressed his interest in 
remaining in Dallas but the Stars seemingly have moved on. 
Negotiations have been nonexistent for nearly two months 
and on Saturday, after Klingberg was demoted to third-
pairing duties following a mistake-riddled game, Sportsnet’s 
Jeff Marek reported that the Stars are upping the efforts to 
trade Klingberg.   

What Klingberg brings to a lineup 

Klingberg is an offensive weapon and that will always be the 
main thing he brings to the table. In fact, there’s an argument 
to be made that the Stars trying to mold him into something 
he’s not is a reason why his production has tailed off as 
much as it has in the two full seasons Rick Bowness has 
been the head coach. 

“It always goes back to, just play the game the right way. 
Offense will always take care of itself,” Bowness said on 
Saturday when assessing Klingberg. “When you have the 
skill set that he does, the offense will take care of itself. It’s 
just, play the game the right way. If you start thinking, 
‘Offense, offense, offense,’ then it’s not going to work. … 
We’re trying to balance that out with him. Just take care of 
the defensive side of the puck, get the puck up to the 
forwards, join the rush. We want him up with the play but we 
don’t want him leading the play.” 

Klingberg’s skill set doesn’t fit Bowness’ version of “playing 
the right way.” Klingberg doesn’t need offense to “take care 
of itself.” He needs it to be spotlighted and prioritized. His 
skill set shows that he’s at his most dangerous when he’s not 
just getting the puck up to the forwards but when he is 
carrying the puck through the neutral zone and often leading 
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the play. Beyond even strength, the right-handed shooter 
also has been the quarterback of the top power-play unit. 

This is what makes assessing Klingberg a bit murky. There’s 
an equal crossover of lack of philosophical fit and the 
potential of Father Time doing its work. 

Gauging the market price 

There are typically quite a few pending unrestricted free 
agent defenders on the move before each trade deadline. 
And those past trades generally can serve as a blueprint for 
similar future deals. However, in recent seasons, there isn’t 
the perfect match for a player of Klingberg’s caliber.  

Many deadline deals involve depth defensemen on the move 
for draft picks. Some obviously still play key roles on their 
new teams. Mike Reilly was a savvy addition to the Bruins’ 
blue line. So was Michal Kempny, who contributed to the 
Capitals’ Stanley Cup victory and extended there shortly 
after for four years, $10 million. But few players in recent 
years stack up to Klingberg, a top-four defender who is 
looking for a significant next contract.  

Two potential comparable situations may include Marco 
Scandella and Kevin Shattenkirk. The former featured the 
Blues acquiring a defender who averaged over 20 minutes 
with his new team, and extending his contract that April for 
four years and $13.1 million. The latter included a top-four 
back who was sent from the Blues to the Capitals for a 
playoff run, for a return including a young forward and draft 
picks. This, however, was purely a rental for the acquiring 
team.  

The return for Klingberg may depend on his willingness to 
sign with the acquiring team. That in theory would increase 
the return (but doesn’t always: Think Mark Stone to Vegas, 
and how the Senators should have gotten a whole lot more 
for one of the best two-way wingers in the league who 
extended shortly after his arrival).  

At what cost? Evolving-Hockey projects a five-year contract 
with a cap hit of $6.9 million for Klingberg signing with a team 
other than the Stars. If he gets closer to the eight-year deal 
he’s reportedly looking for, that, according to their model, 
would bring him closer to a $7.9 million AAV. The Athletic’s 
Dom Luszczyszyn’s model points to a market value of $6.3 
million, on average, over the next seven years to compare. 
That price could rise in free agency, but have long-term 
ripples for the signing team given how free agent contracts 
often don’t work out. 

Whether Klingberg extends immediately with his new team, 
or goes on a playoff run then hits the open market, depends 
on the acquiring team. Who could that be? Let’s take a look 
at some teams that make the most sense as contenders.  

Contenders 

Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks are still holding their position in the Pacific 
Division, even after their last two losses. But their chances of 
the playoffs are trending in the wrong direction, as the viz 
below from  Luszczyszyn shows.  

As much as the Ducks may want to return to the postseason, 
they still have to play the long game to make this retool 

worthwhile. That’s why they’re also in the mix for Jakob 
Chychrun, the younger defender with term on a team-friendly 
contract, who can help them now and in the future. So if 
Anaheim’s looking at Klingberg, it’s probably as more than 
just a rental – especially if they’re planning to use their own 
pending UFA defenders Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson 
as internal rental options.  

Anaheim should have the long-term cap space to make this 
deal work and could have a right side that features Jamie 
Drysdale and Klingberg leading the top four for years to 
come if they extend him. Their retooling efforts have 
restocked their pool of young players who could be swapped 
in a trade, and most of their top-three draft picks over the 
next few seasons.  

So, the Ducks are rightfully going to be in the mix for both 
defenders potentially on the trading block. The question is 
which would better fit their needs. Chychrun could cost more 
future assets, but less on the books (and fit better with their 
timeline). The biggest asset spent for Klingberg could be cap 
space, something that they need regardless for this deal to 
work since buying a rental just wouldn’t make enough sense 
at this phase in the team’s process.  

Los Angeles Kings 

Like in the Chychrun race, the Kings could be competing 
against their division rival for the Stars defender. And given 
their play over this last stretch, which has pushed their 
playoff chances to 68 percent, the team could be even more 
inclined to make a trade happen to push them forward.  

Los Angeles undoubtedly has assets to move to make the 
trade happen. With young forwards, in particular, in their 
pipeline, and draft picks in every round over the next three 
years, they should be able to match what the Stars are 
looking for, within reason.  

But can they make Klingberg fit as more than a rental? Like 
Anaheim, they too should be playing the long game. Unlike 
Anaheim, though, they have quite a bit invested in a few 
aging core players who could push them for that “right now 
move” if they’re confident in their chances this season.  

Their cap situation doesn’t exclude them from thinking long-
term, either. According to CapFriendly, the Kings currently 
project to have almost $22 million in cap space next year. If 
Dustin Brown sticks with the team, it could be a lower cost at 
this point in his career, while a player like Adrian Kempe is in 
for a raise from his $2 million cap hit. But the more they turn 
to their younger players to play key roles, the more they can 
benefit from those entry-level contracts and afford to dish 
cap space elsewhere for the time being.  

Do they need Klingberg long-term, though? Their prospect 
pool features depth on the right that a long-term contract 
could block, with Drew Doughty already signed long-term in 
that top slot. That could make them a better fit for lefty 
Chychrun instead. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Marek reported that the Hurricanes are among the teams 
interested in trading for Klingberg. The curious part is that 
just a year ago, they opted not to extend Dougie Hamilton, 
who projects to be the better defenseman over the life of his 
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new contract. But the Stars’ defender probably won’t come 
with as high of a price tag as the $9 million the former Canes 
back is making in New Jersey.  

Carolina gets credit for maintaining its salary cap flexibility 
through their playoff window so far. Klingberg would impact 
that, but not necessarily hamstring them either – especially if 
more entry-level players move into key roles in the near 
future. And at this phase in his career, he’s ready to help 
them win now and over the next few seasons with this core.  

The question comes down to need, because they could have 
the assets, including cap space, a top-10 ranked prospect 
pool and draft picks (besides their 2022 first-rounder), to 
make it happen.  

Unlike the Kings and Ducks, Carolina’s blue line rates high 
according to Luszcyszyn’s model. So maybe a big-ticket 
defenseman isn’t what they need, and they should be looking 
for depth instead.   

On the other hand, this is a team that’s built to contend now 
unlike the previous two, and management may want to do 
whatever they can to push this team ahead of some of the 
other contenders in the east. 

Dark Horses 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins are in a really intriguing position right now. 
They’ve picked up their game with 12 wins in their last 14 
games, bringing them up to the first wild card seed in the 
Eastern Conference, with games in hand over the third-place 
Capitals.  

Pittsburgh may not have much cap space right now, but they 
have so many players coming off the books this offseason 
that it changes their long-term picture, including the expiring 
contracts of Evgeni Malkin, Bryan Rust, Jeff Carter, Kris 
Letang and Zach Aston-Reese, among others – if a long-
term deal is a consideration past a potential playoff run. 
Whether it should be is the question, though, because 
Klingberg probably fits best on a team trying to compete 
these next couple of years, and the Penguins do have to 
take a step back and honestly assess their chances in the 
next few seasons.  

Either way, management may be inspired at the very least to 
better its chances, as much as possible, to get one last kick 
at the can with this core group of players. And another puck-
mover on the blue line could help elevate their outlook even 
more.  

Besides cap space, Pittsburgh obviously needs the assets to 
move; they have all of their first-rounders the next three 
seasons and at least two second-rounders (three if they don’t 
win the Stanley Cup). They have players in their pipeline, 
too, that maybe they’re inclined to move to make a trade 

happen – but their prospect pool probably doesn’t blow the 
Stars away like other teams’ could.  

Nashville Predators 

Last year’s playoff run in Nashville was fueled by Juuse 
Saros. This year, they’re trending in the right direction in front 
of their strength in net. So maybe it’s time for them to 
capitalize on the momentum they’re building with another 
addition on the blue line – especially if management wants to 
take a run with this group in the last year of Filip Forsberg’s 
contract.  

While their chances of reaching the playoffs have increased 
to 92 percent, they have just a two-percent chance of 
winning it all. Somehow, that’s the third-best probability in the 
West – showing that there could be an opening for them to 
exploit in the division. 

The left side of the blue line features some long-term deals 
with Roman Josi and Mattias Ekholmn, but there are 
openings on the right for improvement. That’s where 
Klingberg could fit in. Pairing him with Ekholm would ensure 
there’s a puck-mover on each of the top two pairs, and would 
upgrade a pairing that doesn’t quite stack up to what a 
contender should be striving for. Their prospect pool may not 
be as deep as others, but they could have the pieces (and do 
have the picks) to make a deal happen. 

Similar to the Penguins, though, whether he’s a rental or 
long-term piece obviously depends on their long-term 
outlook. And that’s something the team can circle back to 
depending on how the rest of the year shakes out.  

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Toronto is an interesting potential landing spot because 
Klingberg would be asked to do less than what he’s grown 
accustomed to. The Maple Leafs have their top pairing with 
Morgan Rielly and T.J. Brodie but they have a void next to 
lefty Jake Muzzin. They’re also set on the power play, so 
Klingberg’s services there wouldn’t immediately be needed, 
though having him for depth purposes certainly wouldn’t hurt. 

After signing Rielly to an extension recently, it would be hard 
to imagine Toronto signing Klingberg to the kind of long-term 
extension he’s looking for, but at $4.25 million this season, 
he’d be an instant upgrade for a team that’s looking to win 
now. Toronto also has a prospect pool that would interest the 
Stars so they have the means to make something happen. 
With little to no potential of Klingberg singing there long-term 
though, it would come down to how much the Toronto front 
office wants to put on this season as opposed to preserving 
prospects for the future. 

For a deeper discussion about a potential Klingberg deal to 
the Maple Leafs, you can check out this recent discussion 
between James Mirtle and Saad Yousuf.
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What to make of Hurricanes prospect Jack LaFontaine’s long road to the NHL, his sudden 
ascent and his tough start 

By Sara Civian 

When Jack LaFontaine got around to checking his phone 
after his NHL debut for the Hurricanes last week, a message 
was waiting on it from his former junior goalie coach. 

“Welp,” read the note from Larry Clemens. “It could’ve been 
three breakaways.” 

“Or four,” LaFontaine responded. 

Indeed, it wasn’t the debut anyone would have wanted, but 
LaFontaine has been taking everything in stride during this 
crash course on making the NHL. Part of that is just who he 
is, and part is that the whole thing has happened so fast, 
there’s barely been time to care. 

“He has a great sense of humor,” Clemens tells The Athletic. 
“He’s an unbelievable person, and I think that everybody who 
meets him knows that. 

“Honestly, I think it’s good he got thrown to the wolves. I 
know his mentality. He’s fine.” 

To recap, here’s how we got here: LaFontaine played his 
20th game of the 2021-22 season for the University of 
Minnesota on Saturday, Jan. 8, winning 6-3 at Michigan 
State. The next day, the 2016 third-rounder unexpectedly 
signed his first NHL contract. By the following Wednesday, 
he was practicing with the Canes, and come Thursday, with 
a brand new work visa in hand, he jumped into the third 
period of the worst Hurricanes game of the season. 

(We’ll get back to that, but let’s start with his last weekend 
with the Gophers.) 

“In 48 hours, we lost four goalies to injury,” Hurricanes 
goaltender development coach Jason Muzzatti says. “That 
will precipitate a drastic move. LaFontaine was at Michigan 
State, right in my backyard, and that kind of just worked out. I 
watched him play Friday (a 4-1 Minnesota win), then literally 
by the next day, we’d had a series of injuries. So credit to 
him: We came to him fast, and he had to decide quick. But 
with his maturity, I think he knew it felt right.” 

How did the conversation go? Per Muzzatti: 

“After the Saturday night game, I’m like ‘We want to sign 
you.’ 

“He’s like, ‘Right now?'” 

“‘Uhhhh, yeah.’” 

LaFontaine’s rare decision to leave college midseason — or 
maybe it’s more the Hurricanes’ decision to sign him — has 
been met with some controversy in the college hockey world. 

Minnesota coach Bob Motzo said that the news “came out of 
left field” but that there’s no bad blood with the player. 

“Do I agree with the decision? I do not. Am I mad at Jack? 
No,” he said. “Jack’s a big boy. Just, the timing is not good. 
We’re just living in crazy times. They’ve got decisions that 
they need to make to protect their team. … I get it. It 
happened very fast, and it’s over.” 

Michigan State coach Danton Cole — a college teammate of 
both Muzzatti and Canes head coach Rod Brind’Amour — 
was blunter. 

“It’s not a good thing and it’s not a good look,” he said. “It’s a 
weird thing with hockey and the way we are set up. That 
could happen at any time of the season. It could happen 
before your first game, it could happen before the NCAA 
championship, or like this. Maybe it’s time that we look, 
between the NCAA and college hockey and guys who have a 
good say in the NHL, and have some kind of agreement.” 

The timeframe is obviously part of what makes this situation 
unique, but even if the decision was made in a day and the 
transition in half a week, this was a long time coming. When 
the Hurricanes drafted LaFontaine in 2016, he wasn’t even a 
college student yet. Now he’s a 24-year-old with a degree, is 
living through a pandemic — and has already lost one 
season because it got canceled. 

Why wouldn’t he jump at such a clear opportunity to play in 
the NHL? The promise to go straight to the NHL doesn’t pop 
up every day. 

“It’s been comical, reading some of the backlash,” Muzzatti 
says. “Quite frankly, there’s a lot of people pissed. All these 
college coaches. It’s like, cry me a river. How about we talk 
about what these college coaches are doing to kids in 
hockey? They overcommit. A lot of schools have seven spots 
and offer 14 kids, then they just weed them out. Some 
schools will just cut a bunch of guys for no reason. 

“They’ve made it sound like (us signing LaFontaine) was the 
greatest offense ever, but these guys are looking out for 
themselves. I don’t think they look out for the kids enough, 
quite honestly. I played college hockey too, and it was a 
great experience, but let’s not kid ourselves here.” 

Like it or not, the deal was done in a day. And a few days 
later, the Canes put forth their worst effort of the season in a 
nationally televised 6-0 loss to Columbus. 

Brind’Amour looked at the 4-0 score early in the third and 
decided he had to shake things up. The scoreboard had 
barely anything to do with All-Star goalie Freddie Andersen, 
but Brind’Amour and the coaching staff thought the team 
might play harder for a 24-year-old “kid” making his NHL 
debut. 

The team did not do that, and the first NHL shot LaFontaine 
faced — and the first NHL goal he allowed — came off a 
breakaway. Then came another. He ended his 15-minute 
night with one save on three shots, through no fault of his 
own. 

Clemens has known LaFontaine long enough not to be 
worried about the game’s impact. 

Clemens was the goalie coach for the NAHL’s Janesville 
Jets when LaFontaine joined the team in 2015-16. That was 
when LaFontaine’s pro hockey dreams got serious, and he 
moved from Canada to the U.S. at 17 to pursue the dream. 
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“When I first met him, I was like, ‘Wow, this kid can’t even 
skate,'” Clemens laughs. “He wasn’t your traditional guy. He 
didn’t have that sexy appeal that made you think, ‘Man, this 
guy’s got a pro polish.’ He’d be kind of goofy with the puck, 
but it worked. At the end of the day, he was successful 
because he competed. He’s willing to break the structure, 
break the foundation and make the save more than stick to 
the structure. Just willing to do what it takes.” 

LaFontaine played 41 regular-season games with the Jets, 
amassing a 2.16 GAA and a .921 save percentage. The 
team around him didn’t do so hot in the playoffs, but he 
elevated his game with a 1.89 GAA and a .926 save 
percentage in four games. Good enough for the esteemed 
University of Michigan, so it was off to college, round one. 

LaFontaine stayed at Michigan for two seasons, from 2016 to 
2018, but his time there wasn’t what he thought it would be. 
He anticipated becoming a starter, but he played in only 11 
games each season — trapped behind Zach Nagelvoort in 
2016-17 and Hayden Lavigne both seasons. 

“For Jack, he came to Michigan young, and that probably set 
him back a little,” Michigan goalie coach Steve Shields tells 
The Athletic. “He wasn’t as ready as everyone thought he 
would be — or he hoped he would be.  

“He believes in himself, and no matter how much work is 
ahead of him, he’s willing to go to work on a daily basis. He’s 
really good at just putting his head down and working for 
today to put himself in a good position for tomorrow. But 
when you get in the position where there’s somebody else 
playing ahead of you, and the opportunity you thought would 
be there isn’t, it’s tough.” 

So what do you do when you’re at the crossroads of either 
your present or future slipping away? LaFontaine probably 
couldn’t stay at Michigan if he wanted a true shot at the NHL 
one day. He just wasn’t getting enough reps or responsibility 
in these crucial development years. 

But it’s not as easy as some might think for an athlete to just 
up and leave a Division I college. LaFontaine had a lot to 
worry about: losing his scholarship, pausing his education, 
losing a certain status and the threat of being seen as a red 
flag to other colleges. No decision was going to be easy, but 
only one seemed to lead to the ultimate NHL goal. 

“They’re shitty conversations. They’re tough,” Shields says. 
“Jack had to decide to withdraw, then the head coach of the 
program had to decide where Jack stands with the program. 
My discussion with Jack was as his friend at that point, laying 
out the different options of where we’re at, what are the 
possibilities, how quickly can we do things to get him back to 
where he wants to be. Then just generally when you’re in 
those situations, you have to decide where you are gonna go 
play. Are you going to give up your scholarship?  

“You’re in a tough spot, you gotta put yourself out there, and 
you don’t have any safety net. If you don’t convince another 
team to give you another scholarship, you’re out. Giving 
away that security is tough.” 

With all that said, Shields reminded LaFontaine that he 
would have to give some things up to get to where he really 
wants to go — no matter what. LaFontaine chose to go back 
to junior, and while that choice wouldn’t have worked for 
everyone, Shields knows LaFontaine well. 

“He had to go regroup, and he did that,” Shields says. “It 
doesn’t take guys like that too long to rebound or refocus, 
and that’s exactly what he did.” 

The BCHL’s Penticon Vees welcomed LaFontaine with open 
arms. Through 45 regular-season games, LaFontaine put up 
a 2.19 GAA and a .923 save percentage. His numbers 
slightly elevated in six playoff games, ending the run with a 
2.02 GAA and .924 save percentage. 

The bet on himself paid off. The Gophers came calling. 

While everything generally went great in LaFontaine’s two-
plus seasons at Minnesota, 2020-21 stands out as the 
season you could start to picture him making it to the NHL. 
His regular-season run amounted to a 1.79 GAA, a .934 
save percentage, five shutouts and the Mike Richter Award, 
given to the NCAA goaltender voted to be the most 
outstanding in the regular season. 

His stats dipped in 2021-22, but Minnesota as a whole 
struggled at the beginning of the season. Is it reason for 
concern? 

“Jack has grown on me over the years, to the point where his 
modest numbers this season aren’t the concern that they 
might otherwise be, given his pretty sterling track record,” 
says Scott Wheeler, The Athletic’s prospect expert. “He’s 
one of those goalies who has never had a defining star 
quality but also doesn’t really have any holes to speak of. 
He’s pro-sized. He does a good job holding his lines and 
playing his angles so that routine shots don’t sneak through 
his holes. He’s calm in his net. He’s powerful through his 
pushes (though I wouldn’t say he’s super quick on his feet 
per se). When he has to rely on his hands to make tough 
saves, he’s got a good glove hand. And he battles.” 

Wheeler has seen enough, and the Hurricanes had seen 
enough to slot LaFontaine into his first NHL third period 
Thursday. As detailed earlier, it was nowhere close to an 
ideal situation, with the Hurricanes already down 4-0, but the 
coaching staff isn’t holding the defense’s abysmal 
performance against him. 

“In the end, he made it to the NHL,” Muzzatti says. “His mom 
was in the stands. No matter how it went, he just stepped 
into elite company. That’s what I took from that. It’s not a true 
taste of his ability; I think everybody knows that. For me, it 
was overall a really positive moment. I agree with Rod’s 
decision to put him in.” 

When LaFontaine gets in next, the circumstances will be 
different. Maybe the results will be too. 

Until then, he will just keep going, as he always has.
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Q&A with Austin Cindric and Ryan Blaney 

Catching up with two NASCAR stars during Saturday's game 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - NASCAR drivers Austin Cindric and Ryan 
Blaney were at PNC Arena Saturday in celebration of 
NASCAR Day in partnership with Advanced Auto Parts. 

We caught up with the two of them during the third period to 
discuss their day at the game. 

What do you guys make of the NASCAR Day experience so 
far? 

Austin Cindric (AC): It's been a lot of fun. I've lived in North 
Carolina all my life but I haven't had the chance to make it 
out to a Hurricanes game yet. It's a great atmosphere and I 
love watching hockey because you get to appreciate the 
speed and the team's ability to change players so quickly. 

Ryan Blaney (RB): I actually had the opportunity to come out 
to a playoff game last year, one of the overtime winners 
against Nashville. It's nice to be back out here. It's a nice 
facility and not too far from where I live. I don't get to watch 
hockey a ton, but I love coming to games and learning about 
more about it because it's such a fast sport. Plus, it's cool 
with the partnership with Advanced Auto Parts today and 
being able to bring the two together for NASCAR Day. 

Ryan, what do you remember most about the playoff game 
you were at? 

RB: Any playoff atmosphere of any sporting event is insane 
and I didn't know what to expect - but that was the most 
intense playoffs sporting event I'd been to. 

And Austin, pre-game on Bally Sports you mentioned that 
the last time you were at a game that team went to the 
Stanley Cup? 

AC: That's right. I went to a Predators game a couple years 
ago and they actually wound up going to the Finals that year. 

So you're the good luck charm that the Canes needed? 

AC: I'm just saying, I've done my part. 

You two have both had the opportunity to sound the siren, 
how was that? 

RB: It was wild. The energy was super cool and it was 
awesome to be part of it. I didn't know what to expect. How 
long do I do it? I didn't want to tip the thing over. It was 
almost like being the person who gets to wave the green flag 
at a race, so that was neat. That was something I'll always 
remember. It was hard to crank, but you're just so fired up to 
be able to do it, then you hear the crowd and it's exciting to 
get the guys ready to come out of the tunnel. 

AC: That was a new experience. The one thing they don't tell 
you is that the siren is on wheels, so you have to plant that 
thing into the crowd while you're cranking it. 

RB: Austin gave me a hard time because he said his was 
better because they scored two in the second and they only 
scored once in the first. 

Ryan, you mentioned the crowd, what do you think of Canes 
fans today? 

RB: Really loud. There's a ton of people, which is awesome 
to see for a Saturday afternoon. It's cool to see people 
walking around in NASCAR gear, too. There's some very 
dedicated fans and I think it's great for the City of Raleigh 
and great for everyone. 

AC: I've really enjoyed the stadium and the atmosphere 
itself. It's got quite a cozy feeling. It's not small by any means 
but it's comfortable and nothing is too crowded. There's a 
great crowd at hand and I'd love to come back. It's fun 
because you get to see which ones are NASCAR fans today. 
Fans are walking around with Canes and NASCAR gear on 
today and fans seem to be really embracing that. It seems 
like fans are really enjoying the rally towels too, so that's 
been cool.
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About Last Night: Bounce Back 

“Last night took an L, but tonight I bounce back.” — Big Sean 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes, in their own words, “stunk” 
Thursday night against the Blue Jackets, but did a great job 
Saturday afternoon to not let that turn into a losing streak 
with a comprehensive 4-1 win over the Vancouver Canucks. 

Carolina got verifiable snipes from Sebastian Aho, Vincent 
Trocheck and Martin Necas, with Steven Lorentz adding a 
well-earned cheeky redirection to make it 4-1 in the third 
period.  

The Canes looked strong and physical from the very start, 
something that hasn’t necessarily been the case to open up 
2022, and rode that to an important win over the Canucks.  

Here are a few thoughts from the matinee win: 

Not letting one loss turn into two 

The hangover effect is a very real thing in sports. So often 
we see teams get absolutely smacked in the face in a game 
and they let it carry over to the next, confidence and energy 
depleted from a thorough embarrassment.  

The Canes were handed an even tougher task Saturday with 
a matinee, an occasion that can always seem to maybe bring 
some sluggishness for teams that are so, so used to starting 
almost every single game at 7 p.m. 

But Carolina didn’t let that happen. Instead, the Hurricanes 
came out flying and made sure that the Columbus loss was a 
standalone defeat and not a losing streak.  

“We were excited because it had been a while for us since 
we had a good start to a game,” said Andrei Svechnikov. “I 
was focusing on that for my first shift and I tried to find a hit 
to get myself going. It was great.” 

Carolina got the first goal of the afternoon, thanks to a 
power-play snipe from Sebastian Aho. Just all-around good 
hockey. 

While Vancouver did tie things up before the first 
intermission, the Canes looked good and in control and 
broke things open in the second.  

For a team coming off its worst loss of the season, by far, the 
Hurricanes did exactly what they needed to do Saturday 
afternoon. That’s what the great teams do. 

“You don’t want to play good and still lose a couple here,” 
said Rod Brind’Amour. “I just felt too that this was the first 
time were we played a couple in a row and you could see it 
was a much better rhythm and flow even thought we took a 
ton of penalties. I thought the guys were engaged and just 

kept to our game. There wasn’t really any lulls in how we 
played. That’s how we need to play.” 

Slump Busting 

Another great thing for the Hurricanes Saturday was that 
they got some goals from some guys who haven’t 
necessarily been scoring them lately. 

Aho’s first-period goal was his first in seven games, which 
certainly falls into the category of goal drought by his 
standards. He hadn’t scored since Dec. 11. 

Then in the second period, Trocheck finished off a beautiful 
play with a roofed effort to make it 2-1. That goal was 
Trocheck’s first in eight games, and just his second goal in 
the Canes’ last 11 played.  

And then Martin Necas made it 3-1 with his first goal in nine 
games, scoring on his birthday to help the Hurricanes sure 
up the lead.  

It’s always good to get guys busting out of slumps. It’s even 
better when you can get it from a couple in the same game. 
It’s even better when it comes in a big win after a bad loss.  

“Just thinking of the fans and how almost every night is a full 
rink and they see us lose 6-0,” Necas said. “It’s not a good 
time, so we couldn’t let it happen two games in a row. Maybe 
it can happen once a year — we don’t want it to happen 
once a year — but if it happens, don’t make it twice.” 

Nearing History 

The Canes penalty kill is phenomenal.  

Like, really, really, really, really good.  

Carolina entered Saturday’s affair riding a streak of 30 
straight successful penalty kills. Saturday, the Canes went 5 
for 5 to make it 35 straight.  

The franchise record for consecutive killed penalties is 36, so 
the Canes are certainly closing in on that. The NHL record is 
53 (set by the Capitals in 1999-2000), so maybe not quite 
there yet.  

But still, the Hurricanes penalty kill has been otherworldly. In 
10 minutes of power play time Saturday, Vancouver 
managed just two high-danger chances for and barely beat 
the Canes in total chances for.  

Vancouver had just 0.54 xGF during those 10 minutes. The 
Canes’ PK was at 0.42 xGF! 

“There’s a ton of factors, but I think at the end of the day, the 
guys are taking pride in how they go about their business,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s hard work. Essentially to me, the 
penalty kill is hard work. You have a structure obviously, but 
those guys have to go out there and bring it. And obviously 
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your best penalty killer is your goalie and Freddie was good 
again tonight.” 

It’s hard work, sure, but it’s hard work that the Hurricanes are 
making look pretty easy right now. With a 90.5 PK%, the 
Canes now pace the entire NHL. 

Oh, Canada 

Most have probably seen this by now, but Brind’Amour had 
some words for the fans in his postgame presser about the 
crowd pitching in for Oh, Canada. When asked about the 
best part of the game, Brind’Amour answered: 

“The win. Actually, you know what? Maybe it wasn’t the best 
part, but you know what I really liked? During the national 
anthem, when the young girl had a little problem with the 
Canadian national anthem, the whole crowd helped her out 
and finished it. I was like, ‘That’s impressive.’ Good job to the 
people that were here. I don’t know if this gets out to them, 
but that set the tone for the day to me.” 

It’s a cool nod from the head coach, and it also shows that 
the guys on the bench really do have an appreciation for the 
people in the building.
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Canes coach lauds PNC Arena crowd for supporting the anthem singer 
— and the team 

 

Justin Pelletier 

 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour knew something good was cooking 
inside PNC Arena on Saturday well before captain Jordan Staal glided to 
center ice for the opening faceoff against the Vancouver Canucks. 

With the Canes looking to rebound from their worst game of the season, 
Brind’Amour made a few minor changes to the lineup — inserting Jordan 
Martinook in place of Derek Stepan at forward, and Joey Keane on 
defense in place of Ethan Bear. 

But it was a moment during the arena’s ritualistic pregame routine that 
gave the Canes coach pause — in a very good way. 

Asked after the 4-1 win over the Canucks what his favorite part of 
Sunday’s game was, Brind’Amour started to give a canned answer. 

“That it was a win,” he began with a shrug. 

But then Brind’Amour stopped. His eyes lit up and opened wide and he 
allowed himself a smile when he remembered a particular moment that 
had nothing to do with game play, but everything to do with setting the 
table for the Saturday matinee: the Canadian national anthem. 

“You know what I really liked was, during the national anthem, when the 
young girl kind of had a little problem with the Canadian national anthem, 
and the whole crowd helped her out to finish it,” Brind’Amour said. “To 
me, that’s impressive. I don’t know if, did you see that? Good job to the 
people that were here. I don’t know if this gets out to them, but that set 
the tone for the day for me.” 

The gesture by the still-arriving crowd in the minutes before puck drop 
made Brind’Amour, and likely several of the players, pause. Those fans 
are, in part, for whom the team is playing. And it was those fans who 
watched the team struggle mightily in a 6-0 loss to Columbus less than 
48 hours prior to the start of Saturday’s game. 

And yet there they all were again, ready to pick an anthem singer up after 
a stumble; ready to do their best to lift the team up after its Thursday 
setback. 

“Almost every night is a full rink, and when they see us losing 6-0, that’s 
not a good sign, you know?” Canes forward Martin Necas said Saturday. 
“We don’t want to let this happen two games in a row. You know maybe it 
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could happen once a year — we don’t want this to happen once a year, 
but if it happens, don’t make it twice.” 

Necas did his part against Vancouver, scoring a goal for his 100th career 
NHL point — on his birthday, no less. And his line — including Vincent 
Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov — accounted for two of the team’s four 
goals, with Trocheck adding a goal and Svechnikov racking up two 
assists. 

The line was also a physical force, accounting for 11 hits between them, 
an important part of finding balance in their game. 

“It’s been a while for us to find a good start in a game,” Svechnikov said. 
“I was really focusing on that, on the first shift, find a hit or something like 
that, just to get myself going.” 

It worked. Brind’Amour noticed that, too. 

“It can’t just be flash, you’ve got to have the grit and the grind part of your 
game because the National Hockey League is so hard,” Brind’Amour 
said. “And tonight I thought they brought that. You’re not going to have 
that kind of results every night, but if we want to be successful as a 
group, and if they want to be successful players, that’s how we have to 
play.” 

Speaking of grit, whether it was inspired by the crowd’s stirring rendition 
of the anthem and their ability to nurture and support a singer in need, or 
any other hockey-related forces, the Canes’ first line fed off that energy. 
From the drop of the puck, Staal, Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz were a 
collective ball of energy and pinned the Canucks deep for the better part 
of a minute. 

“We weren’t happy with the game before, and those guys set the tone 
right away and how we wanted to play,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s the 
way we need to play.” 

The Canes’ next chance to make their mark will come on the road 
against another opponent known for bruising and banging: the Boston 
Bruins. The road game — assuming it’s played — will mark the first time 
in more than a month that the Hurricanes will play three consecutive 
regularly scheduled games without dodging a postponement due to 
COVID protocols. 

Suffice it to say, the Canes are ready to get back to some semblance of a 
normal routine, especially after Thursday’s stinker against Columbus. 

“It’s not an easy game to play, you know, 82 of these in the regular 
season, to play like that, it’s hard,” Brind’Amour said. 
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The Replay: Highlights from what went down in Raleigh, Durham sports 
last week 

 

Justin Pelletier 

 

From an off-ice NHL scheduling kerfuffle, to an on-ice goaltending debut, 
the Hurricanes were busy during a week when they weren’t really busy at 
all. 

We know, that doesn’t make much sense. But it does. 

The week started innocently enough. Last weekend, Carolina took three 
of four points on a back-to-back set of games at home, and prepared to 
head to Philadelphia for a Tuesday contest. 

But the Flyers put a handful of players in COVID protocols, and the NHL 
announced it was postponing the game — after the Canes already flew 
to Philly. 

This, of course, comes a month after the Canes were forced to play with 
16 skaters, nearly half of which were minor-leaguers. Adding to the 
apparent slight: The Flyers practiced Tuesday instead of playing, and 
then played at Boston, on the road, Thursday.  

The ramifications for the Hurricanes, meanwhile, are longer term: Already 
scheduled to play 33 games in 64 days to close out the season, the team 
now has seven postponed games to reschedule. Some of those might 
end up in what was going to be a league-wide break for the Olympics, 
but only if the buildings are available to make that work. 

Oh, did we mention a new goalie came to town this week? Faced with 
injuries and protocol considerations across the franchise, the Canes this 
week signed former University of Minnesota starter Jack LaFontaine to 
the squad. They first relegated him to the taxi squad, and then elevated 
him to the active roster Thursday, sending Alex Lyon back to Chicago of 
the AHL. LaFontaine made his team debut as the backup Thursday night 
while Frederik Andersen started in net against the Blue Jackets. 

Coach K misses a game 

Big news from Durham this week when head-coach-in-waiting Jon 
Scheyer had to step in and be the head coach while Duke coach Mike 
Krzysewski sat out with a non-COVID illness. 

This was the second time in two seasons Scheyer served as head coach 
due to Krzyzewski’s absence. On Jan. 6, 2021, while Krzyzewski was 
quarantining at home after his daughter and granddaughter tested 
positive for COVID-19, Scheyer coached the Blue Devils to an 83-82 win 
over Boston College at Cameron Indoor Stadium. 

Duke won again Wednesday, this time on the road against a tough Wake 
Forest group, earning a 76-64 ACC win. 

A 6-7 freshman, AJ Griffin scored 22 points in his first career start, fellow 
freshman Paolo Banchero led the team with 24 and a third freshman, 
Trevor Keels, scored 11. 

NCCU football players earn accolades 

Twenty North Carolina Central University Eagles have earned 
postseason recognition as members of the 2021 Phil Steele FCS All-
MEAC Teams. 

Sophomore Brandon Codrington’s name appears on Phil Steele’s all-
conference list in four different positions: punt returner, kickoff returner, 
all-purpose player and defensive back. 

Joining Codrington as First Team honorees are linebacker Noah 
Rainbow-Douglas and placekicker Adrian Olivo. 

Named to the Second Team are wide receiver Ryan McDaniel, offensive 
lineman Corey Bullock, offensive lineman Bruce Trigg, linebacker Cole 
Williams and long snapper Alex Harper. 

Selected to the Third Team are running back Latrell Collier, tight end 
Isiah Macklin, offensive lineman Torricelli Simpkins III, defensive lineman 
Jessie Malit, defensive lineman Jaden Taylor, defensive back Manny 
Smith and Codrington for kickoff return and all-purpose. 

Fourth Team picks went to quarterback Davius Richard, wide receiver 
Devin Smith, offensive lineman Kideam Diouf, defensive lineman Chuck 
Manning, linebacker Matt Stevens, defensive back JaJuan Hudson and 
Codrington as a defensive back. 

Taylor was also named to the Phil Steele FCS Freshman All-America 
Team as a third team honoree, as well as the HERO Sports FCS 
Freshman All-American Team, while Codrington was selected to the 
BOXTOROW HBCU All-America Team as a punt returner. 
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The Next Play: Here’s what’s on deck in Raleigh, Durham sports this 
week 

 

Justin Pelletier 

 

The marquee matchup in women’s hoops this week is a doozie, as No. 4 
N.C. State makes the short hop to Durham to face No. 16 Duke. Both 
teams have just two losses this season, and each has lost once to No. 1 
South Carolina. 

Otherwise, Duke’s lone blemish was a lopsided loss to Virginia Tech on 
the road (which it avenged Thursday night at home), while the Wolfpack’s 
loss came to Georgia in overtime. 

The Blue Devils have been a pleasant surprise in the ACC this season, 
their second under coach Kara Lawson, who was hired in 2020. A big win 
over then-ranked Iowa first gave people notice that Duke would be a 
team to contend with this season, and a win over Notre Dame since then 
has helped fuel the discussion. 

Sunday’s matchup will undoubtedly be the Blue Devils’ biggest test since 
losing to USC. The Pack is No. 4 in the latest poll and ran over a young 
but ranked UNC squad on Jan. 6. It’s clear that there are a few tiers in 
the women’s Top 25, and N.C. State is on that top level. Duke, for now, is 
at least one step down, but a win over the Pack would go a long way 
toward fixing that perception. 

The game tips off Sunday afternoon at 4 p.m. 

Test for the Tar Heels 

As up-and-down as the UNC men have been this season, this week 
represents a pair of very big road games. The Heels will travel to Miami 
on Tuesday and Wake Forest on Saturday. The Hurricanes are among 
the top teams in the ACC so far this season and own a recent win over 
Duke, while the Demon Deacons also gave Duke a bit of trouble recently 
before the Blue Devils pulled away. 

The Heels have been all over the map this season, falling by as many as 
29 to Kentucky, but looking unbeatable against Boston College and 
Virginia. They are 3-1 in ACC play, though, which is a good spot to be in 
early on in the campaign. 

But looming is Miami, which is 5-1 in the ACC and 13-4 overall, and an 
always-tough trip to Wake Forest. 

Let’s try that again 

Last week saw yet another Carolina Hurricanes game go by the wayside 
due to COVID protocols, with the team’s road game at Philadelphia 
scratched. 

This week, the team is slated to play three games, two of them on the 
road. First up is a trip to Boston on Tuesday. The Bruins have been hot 
since the start of the new year with big wins over Tampa Bay, 
Washington and Montreal as they climbed back into the Northeast 
Division playoff picture. They’ve been busy, though, coming off a four-
game week. 

Next, the Canes will host the Rangers on Friday night before turning 
around for a Saturday night game against the New Jersey Devils in 
Newark. 
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For Bruins’ Jake DeBrusk, best trade resides within himself and finding a 
willingness to fight for the puck 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff, January 16, 2022, 4:03 p.m. 

 

Not much is happening with Jake DeBrusk. The disgruntled left winger 
remains DFSB (Designated For Somewhere Better), now some two 
months after his deal-me-please request to GM Don Sweeney was made 
public, back when the Bruins struggled to maintain .500 buoyancy in the 
East. 

Now a sizzling hot 8-1-0 in the new year, and winners of an NHL-best 
five straight, there appears no urgency for the Bruins to find a new port o’ 
call for the 25-year-old DeBrusk. He’s DFSB for the time being. Perhaps 
longer. 

Meanwhile, the one-time essential component to the franchise’s offense, 
present and future, has remained in radio silence. If he’s feeling better 
about wearing his No. 74 Black-and-Gold sweater, or perhaps 
reconsidering his stance that there are greener left wing pastures on 
which for him to graze, the previously chatty DeBrusk is not making it 
public. 

“I don’t know if he’s changed his mind,” said coach Bruce Cassidy, prior 
to the Bruins trimming the Predators in OT, 4-3, Saturday afternoon at 
the Garden. “That’s a question better served by other people. He hasn’t 
said that to me at all.” 

A standing Globe request for DeBrusk to comment, made to the club’s 
media relations staff, has remained quieter than his stat line. 

Meanwhile, the former first-round pick plays on, usually at Charlie 
Coyle’s left side on the No. 3 line. It was No. 2 left winger Taylor Hall who 
proved the hero on Saturday, stuffing home the winner only 1:41 into OT. 

Lost in the excitement: DeBrusk was but an inch or two from winning it 15 
seconds earlier when he stormed down the middle at 3 on 3 and rang the 
post with his doorstep attempt on Juuse Saros. 

Yep, missed it by THAT much. A smidge or two closer to Saros’s blocker, 
and who knows, maybe DeBrusk has goal No. 6 of the season, he’s 
flashing that infectious smile, talking up a Nor’easter-like storm, and 
racing into Sweeney’s office and screaming, “Hell, no, I won’t go.” 

No telling Sweeney’s reaction to such a change of heart. In decades 
past, with Harry Sinden calling the shots on Causeway St., DeBrusk 
would have been dealt the second “trade” rolled off his tongue, and 
arrived in, say, Winnipeg or St. Louis two or three nights later. By bus. 

The low-simmer Sweeney is not that reactionary. Also, in a 32-team 
NHL, he may have 31 potential trade partners, but he doesn’t have the 
scoring depth to allow a quick flip of DeBrusk without bringing back legit 
offense or boosting the back end’s ability to stop scoring. DeBrusk’s 
stock has fallen. In the trade game, he’s a distressed asset, in part by 
virtue of his ask out, and by his continued tepid production (5-5—10 in 30 
games). 

“He’s had some looks,” said Cassidy, sounding generally pleased with 
DeBrusk’s overall game of late. “But you know, that is where you have to 
keep pushing. Because that was Pasta [David Pastrnak] three weeks ago 
— he had some looks and it wasn’t going in. Look at him now, right? So 
you’ve got to stay with it, bear down, continue to do the things you need 
to do and hit the net when you get chances.” 

Pastrnak, one of the game’s elite marksmen, went nine games without a 
goal last month. Amid the current 8-1-0 run, Pasta is back pounding (8-
2—10). 

DeBrusk lacks nothing in speed or willingness to shoot. He’s proven, 
when engaged, he can be a force. 

He landed five shots Saturday, had another attempt blocked, and rang 
that post in OT. He is ever shot-ready, reflected in his career scoring line 
that has as many goals as assists (72). Other than some of the game’s 
greatest scorers, stat lines typically tip toward the assist side of the 
ledger. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 17, 2022 

 

Where DeBrusk’s game lacks most, and therefore he can make his 
greatest strides, is fighting for the puck — be it around the net, between 
the hash marks, or along the wall. Telling that he again did not land a hit 
Saturday, amid a game in which the two sides totaled an NHL season-
high of 91 hits. 

DeBrusk has recorded only 12 hits this season, the lowest among Bruins 
forwards, and only defenseman Matt Grzelcyk has a lower hit-per-60-
minute average (1.72 vs. 1.41) Smack dog Anton Blidh tops that chart 
with 14.19 hits per 60. It may surprise everyone this side of Helsinki that 
no Bruin this season has registered more hits than No. 2 pivot Erik “The 
Hidden Hurt” Haula (70). 

DeBrusk doesn’t have to transform himself into a bruiser. He does not 
have that frame. (6 feet/195 pounds). But the best trade available resides 
within himself, a willingness to use his speed and reasonable size to get 
after pucks along boards, in the corners, and contest more in high-
danger areas. He is built to fly and produce off the rush, and he delivers 
best when using his jets to burn by checking wingers or defensemen. It’s 
the heavy, mucking, grinding, blade-to-the-ice, workhorse game where 
he comes up far too light, sells himself way too short, and too often 
renders his line a nonfactor on the scoresheet. 

Four–plus years into his NHL tour, the only one holding back Jake 
DeBrusk is the one who, for the moment, wears that No. 74 Black and 
Gold sweater. His fight is not with the coach, the coaching staff, the 
media, his placement in the lineup, or the placement service in the front 
office that has yet to find him a new team. 

DeBrusk’s greatest fight remains his failure thus far to add to his toolbox 
with the wrench and pain necessary for him to become a productive, 
consistent top-six NHL winger. 

That work, or lack of it, is all on Jake. He has the goods. He’ll have 
another chance Tuesday night with the Hurricanes in town to deliver on 
the promise he once showed. What a platform. What a pity if he doesn’t 
take advantage of it, doesn’t realize that Somewhere Better happens to 
be right where he is standing. 
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Bruins place Karson Kuhlman on waivers 

 

Steve Conroy January 17, 2022 at 12:22 am 

 

The Bruins placed reserve right wing Karson Kuhlman on waivers on 
Sunday. 

The 26-year-old Kuhlman, who signed with the B’s as a free agent out of 
Minnesota-Duluth in 2018, has a goal and an assist in 19 games this 
year. He’s got 7-8-15 totals in 75 career NHL games. 

The move suggests that Trent Frederic and/or Nick Foligno are close to 
being activated off injured reserve. Foligno appeared to have dodged a 
serious injury after getting tangled up with an opponent and awkwardly 
falling on a net-front play in the B’s victory in Tampa on Jan. 8. He 
resumed skating last Friday. Frederic suffered an upper body injury in 
Washington on Jan. 10. 

Oskar Steen, meanwhile, has been in the lineup for the past eight games 
since being called up from Providence. He’s got a goal and an assist, 
and in Saturday’s physical 4-3 win over Nashville, he dished out six hits. 

We’ll find out at 2 p.m. Monday if a team puts a claim in on Kuhlman, 
who has a salary of $725,000 and will be a restricted free agent in the 
summer. 
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BHN Puck Links: Bruins Interested In Klingberg, Sutter Influence On 
Bruins 

 

Published 11 hours ago on January 16, 2022 By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Dallas Stars are ramping up their efforts to move defenseman John 
Klingberg on the NHL Trade market and the Boston Bruins are 
interested. 

Is an old mantra from Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter helping 
the Boston Bruins right now? 

The Montreal Canadiens could have a new general manager by the end 
of this upcoming week. 
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Boston Bruins Karson Kuhlman Placed On Waivers 

 

Published 13 hours ago on January 16, 2022 By Joe Haggerty 

 

The Boston Bruins indicated in recent days that Oskar Steen had done 
enough to win a spot on Boston’s NHL roster, and they made a move on 
Sunday to prove it. The Bruins placed veteran winger Karson Kuhlman 
on waivers on Sunday afternoon presumably to free up a permanent spot 
for the 23-year-old Steen, who has one goal and five points along with a 
plus-4 in 11 games of energetic bottom-6 winger duty. 

“What’s happened is [that] he’s come up and played well,” said Boston 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy earlier this month of Steen. “So, yeah, 
we’ve got a decision to make when it comes to him. You’ve got these 
depth [players] in our lineup, contract situations, roster issues, so [it] 
becomes a little bit of asset management as well. I mean, he doesn’t 
need waivers. It happens to certain guys in the league and throughout 
the league at times. 

“Eventually you push your way through where you won’t get taken out 
and then you adjust your roster, right? So that happens to a lot of 
different teams.” 

It also speaks to Trent Frederic (upper body) and/or Nick Foligno (lower 
body) potentially returning from injury when the Boston Bruins play their 
next game. 

The dependable Kuhlman had one goal and two points in 19 games for 
the Boston Bruins this season but is a very known commodity as a depth 
player after bouncing between the NHL and AHL over the last four NHL 
seasons. Kuhlman has seven goals and 15 points in 75 NHL games 
along with a plus-15 rating in his career and enjoyed his best AHL 
season in 2018-19 when he scored 12 goals and 30 points in 58 games 
for the P-Bruins. 

The chances are pretty good that the speedy, hard-working Kuhlman isn’t 
going to get claimed on waivers based on his 5-foot-10, 190-pound size 
and limited offensive numbers. Either way, Steen has earned a spot with 
the Black and Gold based on his offensive upside, his competitiveness 
each and every shift and the parallels between him and a young Brad 
Marchand in terms of style of play, size and a high ceiling based on the 
blend of skills. 
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Stars Determined To Trade Klingberg, Bruins Interested 

 

Published 17 hours ago on January 16, 2022 By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The NHL trade market is picking up and the Dallas Stars are ramping up 
their efforts to trade defenseman John Klingberg who requested a trade 
back in late November. 

According to an NHL source with direct knowledge of the situation, the 
Boston Bruins are one of the numerous teams who had already inquired 
with Stars general manager Jim Nill when the Klingberg trade request 
went public earlier this month. Klingberg is in the final season of a seven-
year contract that carries a $4.2 million cap hit. So what would the Bruins 
have to give to acquire the 29-year-old defenseman on the NHL trade 
market? 

“Big. At least three components. Top-end stuff,” the aforementioned 
source told Boston Hockey Now. 

On the latest 32 Thoughts segment on Sportsnet Hockey Night In 
Canada, NHL insider Jeff Marek reported that based on what he’s been 
told, the Stars want to find a dance partner for Klingberg on the NHL 
trade market ASAP. 

“The saga continues and last week we talked about the trade request 
from Klingberg that goes back to late November, or early December,” 
Marek pointed out Saturday night. “He offered up comments last week as 
well, saying at times he felt he wasn’t appreciated by the Dallas Stars. 
Dallas is playing Tampa [Saturday] and John Klingberg now finds himself 
on the third pairing. Not a great situation for Klingberg and we can report 
that the Dallas Stars have stepped up their efforts to trade John 
Klingberg. We believe very much he is getting dealt; hard to say exactly 
when but Dallas does seem aggressive, wanting to get something done 
soonish.” 

Klingberg is a 6-foot-3, 190-pound, right-shot defenseman who has one 
goal and 16 assists in 30 games this season. His best season was in 
2017-18 when had 59 assists and 67 points in 82 games. 

Klingberg isn’t the only high-end defenseman available on the NHL trade 
market right now. The Arizona Coyotes let it be known to potential NHL 
trade suitors back in December that 23-year-old defenseman Jakob 
Chychrun is available. As my BHN partner-in-scribe, Joe Haggerty 
pointed out though when that news broke, the price for Chychrun is even 
higher and the Bruins likely don’t have the goods in their pipeline to get a 
trade for Chychrun done. 
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Rangers’ resilience to in-season adversity helping them stay afloat 

 

By Mollie Walker 

January 17, 2022 12:10am  Updated 

 

Each NHL team has faced its fair share of obstacles this season, 
between COVID-19 protocols, injuries and the readjustment to an 82-
game schedule with extensive travel, but the Rangers have yet to balk at 
a single challenge.  

Last month saw the Blueshirts stumble through a series of games against 
top competition. And when the calendar flipped to January, their first 
significant coronavirus outbreak hit and steadily knocked player after 
player out of the lineup, forcing the Rangers to dip into their taxi squad of 
minor leaguers.  

Still, the Rangers responded to nearly every disappointing loss with a 
redeeming effort in the next game. Just when it looks like they may come 
down to Earth following an explosive start to the season, the Rangers 
keep finding a way to stay afloat.  

“I thought it was going to be a tough one,” head coach Gerard Gallant 
said after the 3-2 win over the Flyers on Saturday night at Wells Fargo 
Center. “I really did. It was a long flight [on Friday]. The guys had 5 ¹/₂ 
hours [on the plane], get in at 7 o’clock in the evening, coming all the way 
back here and then playing the next day.  

“But they played hard. They played a good, consistent hockey game. 
They played for 60 minutes, and that’s why I was really proud of a group 
tonight. We competed, we played well and everybody chipped in.”  

After trailing by a goal at the halfway point of the third period Saturday, 
the Rangers got goals from Filip Chytil and Chris Kreider to secure the 
victory. It marked the Rangers’ 11th comeback win of the season, which 
was tied for the fourth-most in the NHL entering Sunday, and was their 
third rally in the final 20 minutes this season.  

The resilient Rangers entered Sunday tied for the second-most wins in 
one-goal games in the league, having won 12 games by a single tally.  

“We definitely go into games confident that we could win, and I think we 
just kept playing well,’’ defenseman Adam Fox said. “The whole game, 
we had a lot of chances, and you know, got some saves also [by goalie 
Igor Shesterkin], but yeah, we’re finding different ways to win. I think that 
shows the resilience of this group, and it was nice to end the road trip like 
that.’’  

Forwards Barclay Goodrow and Alexis Lafreniere are eligible to clear 
COVID-19 protocol and slot back into the lineup in time for Wednesday’s 
matchup with the Maple Leafs at Madison Square Garden.  

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

Jonny Brodzinski and Tim Gettinger were reassigned to the taxi squad, 
while Anthony Greco was sent back to AHL Hartford.  

Mika Zibanejad’s power-play goal on Saturday extended his point streak 
to a season-long five games, recording three goals and two assists over 
that span. Since Dec. 15, Zibanejad is tied for the most goals (9) in the 
NHL and is tied for the third-most points (14). 
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Rangers fueled by Chris Kreider’s career year: ‘Always been there for us’ 

 

By Mollie Walker 

January 16, 2022 8:30pm  Updated 

 

This just might be the year for Chris Kreider. 

In his 10th NHL season, with three games to go until the halfway point, 
Kreider is six goals away from achieving the first 30-goal campaign of his 
career. He has finished with 28 twice and has had seven seasons with 
20-plus goals, but the longest-tenured Ranger has never reached the 
coveted 30-goal mark. 
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Kreider recorded his 24th goal of the season, and fifth in the past six 
games, in the Rangers’ 3-2 win over the Flyers in Philadelphia on 
Saturday night. Redirecting the game-tying goal from in front of the net 
off an Adam Fox shot, Kreider entered Sunday with the fourth-most goals 
in the NHL. 

“He’s played a lot of games, he knows how to win in this league, and he’s 
a leader for us,” Fox said of Kreider after the road win. “When we need a 
spark or a big goal, it seems like he’s always been there for us. It was no 
different [Saturday].” 

The 30-year-old winger is playing some of the best hockey of his career, 
which was validated last week when he was announced as an All-Star 
along with Fox, the reigning Norris Trophy winner. While it will be 
Kreider’s second All-Star appearance, it’s his first outright selection after 
he stepped in as an injury replacement for Artemi Panarin in 2020. 

That’s just scratching the surface of what Kreider has meant to the 2021-
22 Rangers. In addition to serving as a leadership voice in the locker 
room, Kreider leads the Rangers with a career-high 12 power-play goals, 
which was good for second in the NHL entering Sunday. His 17 total 
points on the man-advantage is also a career best. 

“I think he’s playing with a lot of confidence,” head coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “We put him on the PK, he’s taken a responsibility there and doing 
a real good job of it, obviously. With his speed and his strength and when 
he gets to the net, on the power play he shoots the puck and he’s around 
the net, hit the post again [Saturday night]. I just think he’s full of 
confidence and things are going in for him.” 

Between the way Kreider has mastered his net-front presence and the 
continuity of the first unit, the Rangers’ power play has repeatedly found 
ways to be effective. The Rangers round out the top-10 power plays in 
the league at 23.2 percent, while their 26 goals were tied for fifth. 

The Blueshirts went 1-for-2 on the power play Saturday, which improved 
the team to 16-2-3 in games in which it scored on the man-advantage. 
Kreider has also taken on penalty-killing responsibilities, something he 
hadn’t done much of until this season. 

After fending off the Flyers’ lone power play in the most recent win, the 
Rangers have been perfect on the penalty kill in seven of their last nine 
games and 11 of their last 14. 

“I think he’s definitely been a dominant player this year,” Fox said. 
“Obviously, around the net he’s good. But he’s been making plays, big 
defensively and I know he’s been killing penalties. He’s been the young 
guy on the team. Now, he’s the older guy on the team. So I think he 
knows how to handle the room well and when we need him, he steps up.” 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Could any of these pending UFA defencemen 
fetch a first-round pick at the deadline? 

 

By Pierre LeBrun 

 

The trade deadline is still more than two months away. 

That’s crazy, really. 

The deadline is normally in late February. Normally by mid-January, 
trade deadline season is underway, a few tangible moves have already 
happened and teams have held their midseason scouting meetings and 
lined up their trade wish lists. 

Well, those scouting meetings are still happening around the league right 
now, but the trade deadline isn’t until March 21 this season. So the 

calendar is saying one thing, but the delayed NHL critical dates are 
saying another. It’s weird. 

The point being, I spoke with a number of NHL front-office sources over 
the past week who remain in wait-and-see mode. It’s too early for them to 
buy just yet. There are too many games still to be played. 

Throw in the COVID-19 roster chaos and as one NHL GM said this past 
week, it feels like the ground is shifting underneath each front office right 
now. 

“Constantly,’’ he said. 

The risk in buying this early is that you actually develop a bigger need in 
a month and have already spent your draft pick capital allotment. So I 
think we’re probably another month away before teams really get into 
trade deadline mode. 

But take an early glance at the type of players who typically get dealt at 
the deadline, pending UFAs, and it would seem like we’re looking at the 
year of the rental D. 

Consider these blueliners all on expiring contracts: 

John Klingberg, Dallas, $4.25 million AAV 

Ben Chiarot, Montreal, $3.5 million AAV 

Colin Miller, Buffalo, $3.875 million AAV 

Josh Manson, Anaheim, $4.1 million AAV 

Hampus Lindholm, Anaheim, $5.2 million AAV 

P.K. Subban, New Jersey, $9 million AAV 

Mark Giordano, Seattle, $6.75 million AAV 

Nick Leddy, Detroit, $5.5 million AAV 

Rasmus Ristolainen, Philadelphia, $5.4 million AAV 

Calvin De Haan, Chicago, $4.55 million AAV 

Brett Kulak, Montreal, $1.85 million AAV 

Justin Braun, Philadelphia, $1.8 million AAV 

Keith Yandle, Philadelphia, $900,000 AAV 

That’s a lot of potential rental D. Now, they may not all move. The 
Anaheim Ducks are still in the playoff conversation right now. If they’ve 
got a shot at making the postseason closer to March 21, perhaps they 
keep their pending UFAs, making Lindholm and Manson their “own-
rentals’’ if you will. 

And of course, there’s always the possibility some of these defencemen 
sign extensions before the trade deadline and remove themselves from 
the market. 

The question is, how many of these rental D fetch a first-round pick like 
David Savard did a year ago when Columbus moved him to Tampa Bay? 

The Sabres, I’m told, are hoping to land a first-round pick for Miller, for 
example. Demand is normally higher for right-shot D, and well, if Savard 
netted a first last year, why not Miller? 

The Canadiens also hope to net the same for the veteran LHD Chiarot, 
who has struggled at times this season. But I mean, how do you really 
evaluate his play this season on that tire fire of a team? I suspect 
contenders will also weigh Chiarot’s solid play in the playoffs last season 
when the Habs went to the Stanley Cup Final. 

The biggest return, one assumes, should be for Klingberg, who has 
asked for a trade. His offensive acumen alone dictates that. The Stars 
still have lots of games to be played and could still play their way into 
playoff contention between now and March 21. 
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But if not, and if they’re selling on Klingberg (which I think they will), the 
return package could be a first-round pick, a prospect plus maybe an 
additional pick. Just based on Savard fetching a first- and a third-round 
pick last year, it’s a reasonable ask for Dallas since Klingberg is a higher-
level player. 

If Klingberg signs an extension with his new team as part of a trade, then 
the return package would be even better for the Stars. 

I haven’t mentioned Jakob Chychrun because he’s not a rental. If the 
Arizona Coyotes do end up moving him, that’s a traditional hockey deal, 
not a rental deal. Totally different marketplace. We’re focused on rental 
players in this article. 

Looking at the long list of pending UFA blueliners leaves me with the 
initial impression that the sellers may outnumber the buyers, which may 
affect the ability of sellers to net a first-round pick. 

If a team called Montreal tomorrow and offered Jeff Gorton a second-
round pick for Chiarot, more than two months before the deadline, does 
he take the sure thing now or wait it out for that first-round pick? Man, I’d 
be tempted to take the second-round pick now. 

Ben Chiarot. (David Kirouac / USA Today) 

A year ago, I was convinced Columbus would never get a first-round pick 
for either Savard or pending UFA winger Nick Foligno. I figured a 
second-round pick or B prospect at best for either. 

Man, was I wrong. 

Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen was ultra patient and got a first-
rounder as part of the package for each pending UFA. It was impressive 
work on his part. 

“I think it is like any selling: You have to be patient but at the same time 
you need to pull the trigger when you feel the return is satisfactory and 
not get greedy,’’ Kekalainen told The Athletic this weekend. 

In the end, the Jackets had multiple teams bidding on each player in the 
final weekend before the deadline, creating the perfect storm. Had he 
dealt either player a month earlier, I don’t think the Jackets GM would 
have gotten the same return. 

The Lightning (Savard) and Maple Leafs (Foligno) ended up at each end 
of the spectrum as far as paid dividends; Tampa winning another Cup 
while the Leafs, again, were knocked out in the first round. 

But I’m not going to be a revisionist history hypocrite. I liked the Foligno 
pickup at the time for the Leafs. Obviously, it didn’t work out, but I still 
believe the idea behind it made sense. 

“Looking back, we paid the price required to obtain a player that we felt 
we needed to bolster our club’s chances at contending, in addition to 
(having) his salary retained twice in order for it to fit our cap,’’ Leafs GM 
Kyle Dubas told The Athletic. “I felt our team had played consistently well 
enough for us to make a move of that nature. Unfortunately, Nick was 
injured in his fifth game with us and didn’t return to full capacity. 

“That’s the risk with those types of trades and sometimes that’s the way 
she goes because that’s the way she goes.’’ 

As Dubas pointed out, there’s a price to be paid as well for being able to 
have a player’s salary and cap hit minimized twice by using a third broker 
team. Both Tampa and Toronto involved a third team to do that in each of 
those trades. Vegas also involved a broker team (San Jose) to get 
Mattias Janmark out of Chicago at the deadline last year. 

I suspect you’ll see broker teams involved again at this trade deadline. 
The Coyotes have already let it be known they’re ready to do that. They 
offered to get involved in the Jack Eichel deal earlier this season, but 
Buffalo and Vegas were able to get that blockbuster done without a third 
team. 

Arizona, Detroit and New Jersey could all act as brokers at the deadline; 
the Red Wings having done so at last year’s deadline, netting a fourth-

round pick from Tampa in exchange for eating half of Savard’s salary en 
route from the Jackets to the Lightning. It was tidy work by the Wings. 

There are so many layers to the deadline again this year. March 21 can’t 
come fast enough. The question is, will we see as many first-round picks 
change hands? I’m feeling the answer is no right now. But I felt the same 
a year ago and I was wrong. 
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The Athletic / NHL Economics: Evaluating the market value of every 
team’s roster 

 

By Shayna Goldman and Dom Luszczyszyn 

 

Last week we introduced our NHL player cards, a quick and digestible 
data visualization made to look like a hockey card. Naturally, what many 
gravitated to most on those cards was the market value aspect. “How 
much is this guy actually worth?” is what tends to drive discussion most 
in a salary cap world. 

That led to questions about which teams have the most valuable players 
and are getting the most bang for their buck this season in terms of 
surplus value. Looking at it from a team perspective helps show what 
separates the contenders from the pretenders in this league. Usually, it’s 
how they allocate cap space. 

Unsurprisingly, there’s a very strong relationship between team surplus 
value and team success. Good teams have a lot of good players and 
good players tend to exceed their cap hit, increasing the team’s surplus 
value. With a salary cap in place, team success comes from fitting as 
much surplus value as they can below that ceiling, which comes from 
paying their players below market value.  

What that means is that when you add up the respective market values 
for a roster, there will be many instances where the total surpasses the 
salary cap — sometimes by a lot. Elite teams spend to the cap, but what 
they’re spending money on is worth more than what the cap can contain. 
It’s why the best teams lose key players every offseason; there’s no room 
to fit what they’re worth. That’s by design. If everyone on Colorado 
became unrestricted free agents tomorrow, how many players could the 
Avalanche realistically keep and what would the total cost be once the 
others sign elsewhere? That’s the idea here. 

That some teams would find themselves well above the $81.5 million cap 
isn’t surprising. What was surprising was just how many teams did. There 
are a few reasons for that and we’ll get to them. First, let’s look at what 
each team’s rosters are worth and how much they’re saving from what 
they’re actually being paid. 

Considering the market values are derived from a player’s GSVA, it 
should come as no surprise the top teams are the ones the model adores 
most: Colorado, Florida, Tampa Bay, Toronto, Pittsburgh and Vegas all 
score very highly in terms of total market value. And because all top 
teams spend pretty close to the cap ceiling, it would make sense then 
that those teams are at the top for surplus value. The same is true for the 
bottom dwellers where Arizona, Montreal and Columbus rank poorly. 

Those all make sense and are as expected, but the most interesting 
teams are the ones no one expected, not even the teams themselves. 
On the negative side of the ledger, Philadelphia is spending to the cap 
and was likely expecting to compete for a playoff spot. Instead, the Flyers 
are near the bottom of the East and it stems from the players not living 
up to their price tags. The Flyers rank fourth in total salary (of players 
who have a player card) but 23rd in terms of total market value — 
equaling a surplus value of minus-$5.7 million. That’s the fourth worst on 
the list. On the flip side, everyone expected Anaheim to be a bottom-
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feeder and the team’s cap expenditure confirms that as the third-lowest 
total here, but the Ducks have been surprisingly effective and rank 22nd 
in market value. It’s a similar story for Nashville, a team that looked to be 
retooling but has found its way back to looking like a playoff dark horse 
team. The Predators rank 14th in market value, but 25th in actual cap hit. 

The most interesting part of all this, though, is not how the teams are 
ranked, what order they’re in, or even how much surplus value they have. 
It’s the entire league outlook which likely looks very wrong to any casual 
observer. 

One of the other frequently asked questions that came up through the 
release of these cards was whether the total market values from the 
entire league would all fit under the salary cap. As it turns out, they 
somewhat surprisingly do not! That’s likely obvious from the chart above 
where only six teams had a negative surplus value, but it’s important to 
confirm just how much. The salary cap for this season is set at $81.5 
million and the average team’s cap hit listed here is set at $70.4 million 
(not including full rosters, bonuses, dead money, LTIR or any other 
shenanigans — just the 20 most used players). Add up the market value 
for every team, though, and the average team’s players are worth $90.2 
million. That, uhh, would not fit under the salary cap. Some context is 
important since the cap wasn’t expected to stay stagnant when some 
contracts pre-March 2020 were inked.  

We can already hear you say “make it make sense, Dom and Shayna!” 
And we imagine it probably feels a little bit like this scene from 
“Community” when Abed and Troy eat at a fancy restaurant. The key 
quote: “What market are you shopping at?!” 

It’s the NHL open market, and it’s where things get silly. Before getting to 
why that is, a reminder of how market value is even calculated is worth 
revisiting. 

Essentially, the goal was to find out how much teams historically pay for 
a win on the open market. Comparing contract projections from Evolving-
Hockey (which are derived from historic salary data) and projected future 
value in terms of GSVA showed that the value of a win was roughly 
$3.27 million for a forward (with replacement level coming in at $1.1 
million) and $3.5 for a defender ($1.75 million for replacement level). 
That’s based on an $81.5 million salary cap. As explored here, elite 
forwards can be worth three-plus wins, top-liners in the range of two and 
three, second-liners a tier below, and depth forwards fall below one win. 

As we’ve seen over the years, what a player is actually worth versus 
what they’re paid can be two completely different values. That’s 
especially true in free agency. It all comes down to NHL economics and 
how it deflates contract value for the right players and inflates it for the 
wrong players.  

Between 2010 and 2020, teams paid for 844 wins in free agency 
between 468 signings that ranged from overpayments to fair value and 
steals. But only 217 wins, or one-quarter of what was expected, were 
actually received from those deals.  

Players don’t hit unrestricted free agency until they’re either 27 years old 
or have seven accrued NHL seasons. The problem is by that point in a 
player’s career, they’ve often already peaked. Aging curves — whether 
the work of Cam Lawrence, now of the Columbus Blue Jackets, or Luke 
and Josh Younggren of Evolving Hockey — point to players peaking 
sooner, and starting to trend down in their late-20s and 30s.  

It’s not to say players can’t still be effective at age 27, 28 or 29 when they 
first hit the open market, or that there aren’t outliers — there most 
certainly are — but paying for players at a premium at that phase in their 
career generally doesn’t work out well for the signing team, particularly 
on long-term contracts.  

It’s also worth noting those age effects are often accounted for in UFA 
contracts. The market values listed on the player cards offer up a 
snapshot of what a player is worth this year only. Extend that four or five 
years out for a player aged 27 or older and the projected market value 
crashes quickly. 

All of that is unfortunately the cost of doing business on the open market 
and that’s what the market values are based on: If a player was an 
unrestricted free agent today, how much would a one-year deal be worth 
under an $81.5 million salary cap? (It’s important to also keep in mind a 
lot of deals were also signed under a lower cap number, too.) 

A player finally hitting the open market is usually when they have the 
most leverage, unlike players in their prime years. Players at the peak of 
their powers are usually restricted free agents and don’t have nearly as 
much leverage in contract negotiations because they’re stuck under team 
control until they reach the benchmark in experience or age.  

While the league is starting to trend closer to paying players more 
lucrative second and third contracts, many signings still come in under 
market value. That’s because that value is based on what a player would 
earn had they reached the open market, which they’ll never be able to 
actually do as RFAs. That’s part of the reason why there’s such a gap in 
some players’ cap hits and values — Brayden Point extended for $9.5 
million a year on average in Tampa Bay, but on the open market, he 
could command a cap hit closer to $12 million as one of the game’s best 
centers. The current environment has also stunted earnings for them — 
whether it’s players preferring to stray from maximum deals without cap 
growth in sight, or teams no longer having the space to pay their players 
what they intended. 

Plus, there are entry-level contracts to consider. At most, a player’s ELC 
cap hit is $925,000. That’s why it’s so critical for contending teams to 
maximize ELC years to help balance the salaries of their best while some 
of their young players are being underpaid. It obviously contributes to a 
major disparity in market value and actual value for some.  

Take Trevor Zegras who is among the leaders in the Calder race for 
rookie of the year. The Ducks have him signed for another full season at 
that maximum-ELC value. His market value, on the other hand, is $7.7 
million and will likely only increase over the next year before his contract 
expires. Between Zegras and defenseman Jamie Drysdale on their 
ELCs, they absorb less than $2 million in cap space when their market 
values combine to almost $11 million. 

Altogether, there are roughly 60 ELC deals included in these player cards 
and over 280 deals signed during RFA years. That’s around 53 percent 
of the players listed which explains why the actual salaries come in much 
lower than the player’s actual worth. 

All three of those tenets help explain much of the disparity between the 
team’s collective cap hits and actual value as derived by GSVA. Players 
on ELCs have zero say in how much they make. Players on RFA deals 
have some say, but limited power due to being under team control 
(Connor McDavid is worth $15.4 million this year as an RFA, rather than 
$20.4 million — as an example). And then once a player gets to UFA 
age, their aging needs to be taken into account and that also deflates 
their earning power — power they should’ve had during their prime 
years. 

All of that is manifested when breaking things down by position and role 
where the market values across the board are much higher than what 
players actually receive due to any of the three reasons listed above. 

Across every position, the average market value across all 32 teams 
exceeds the actual cap hit. But the player listed as the ‘No. 1 forward’ for 
market value isn’t necessarily the same in the salary column — that’s 
reserved for the highest paid forward.  

In Dallas, for example, that’s Tyler Seguin on the cap hit side at $9.9 
million. But with a market value of just $2.9 million, he’s behind a few 
other key stars. Jason Robertson, on the other hand, in the final year of 
his entry-level contract is among the lowest-paid forwards. However, he 
leads the team with an impressive $12.5 million market value. As long as 
players remain under team control for a set number of years — and even 
more so, are paid on entry-level contracts — a player’s worth is never 
going to perfectly match up to their cap hit. It helps balance out some of 
those less than stellar contracts, though. That obviously isn’t ideal and 
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can save some cap space for a general manager that signed a bad 
contract, but it’s just the nature of the current system. 

So every team’s number one forward (in market value) is worth about 
$11 million on average, while the highest-paid are worth $8.5 million. The 
gap decreases lower in the lineup, particularly with bottom-six valuations 
comparing closely to their cap hits. On the market value side, that’s 
reserved for depth and fringe forwards — in actual dollars, it’s minimum 
contracts and ELCs.  

On the back end, leading defenders have a market value of $9.1 million 
that exceeds the highest paid per team by almost two million. And in the 
blue paint, teams’ starting goalers are worth about $5.6 million which is 
less than a million more than the average cap hits of the wealthier 
netminder. 

While there’s a difference in value between every position slot, what 
they’re worth relative to the average market value and cap ceiling, 
respectively, match up closely — varying, at most, by one percent. So a 
leading forward’s value absorbs the same amount of space of that $90.2 
million collective average that the highest-paid takes up on the $81.5 
million salary cap.  

It’s all backward and the perhaps overzealous player card values help 
show that. That the collective total of player value comes in at a 10 
percent premium above the salary cap highlights how the open market 
doesn’t make sense. If every player was suddenly a free agent, there 
would not be enough cap space to go around for every player based on 
what teams have historically paid for a win. It would be an impossible 
jigsaw puzzle to fit together and some players would have to be paid less 
than the usual open market value in that universe. 

But we don’t live there. We live in a universe where only a select few 
make it to the open market every year and that scarcity, especially when 
it comes to elite talent, is part of what drives costs up. The best available 
players in free agency get paid and often set the ‘market price’ for the 
offseason when they’re not of the caliber that should be getting those 
deals.  

Maybe it doesn’t make sense that market value would be above the total 
cap threshold and the cards should scale things back 10 percent 
accordingly. Then, everything would fit. But it wasn’t designed to think 
about a theoretical world where every player is a free agent. It was 
designed to measure the effect for a single player entering the market 
based on historic precedent. 

With that in mind, it suddenly shows why the old adage “you can’t buy a 
winning team in free agency” makes sense. The odds are literally 
stacked against a team doing that. It’s not just the age effects of the 
players available, it’s also the price to acquire those players simply not 
adding up. It puts even more importance on building from within for 
teams to maintain control over increasing costs, since they hold leverage 
until players hit unrestricted free agency.  

It’s an interesting thought experiment, and there’s merit to either side of 
the equation philosophically.  

If you’re of the mind the values make no sense and are too high, just 
subtract 10 percent in your head and it’ll be fine. Once free agency 
comes around though, those new deals will make even less sense — 
until teams finally learn how and when to invest heavily in the right 
players.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Pettersson emerges from shadows in massive Canucks 
win over Capitals 

 

Iain MacIntyre January 16, 2022, 8:13 PM 

 

In a little more than four minutes on Sunday, Elias Pettersson scored as 
many goals for the Vancouver Canucks as he had the previous six 
weeks: two. 

But four goals are twice as good as two, and the most important aspect 
of the Canucks’ 4-2 win against the Washington Capitals is that 
Vancouver’s most talented forward finally has something to show for his 
determination to play his way out of a bewildering season-long scoring 
slump. 

It’s uncertain – and certainly mathematically unlikely – that the Canucks 
will save their season and make the playoffs. But their slim chances will 
improve significantly if Pettersson saves his season and starts producing 
like the elite offensive driver he was before he injured his wrist more than 
10 months ago. 

Just as it is ludicrously over-reactive for some in the fan base to suggest 
the Canucks should trade their franchise player because Pettersson has 
had three poor months after three mostly-spectacular years, it’s also 
ridiculous to conclude his scoring troubles are over and Sunday was the 
turning point. 

The Canucks are 38 games into their season and Pettersson has eight 
goals and 19 points. 

But he badly needed a game like Sunday, and so did the Canucks, who 
opened their Murderer’s Row tour through the Southeast with three 
straight losses and now have the chance to finish their five-game torture 
tour at .400 if they can beat the Nashville Predators on Tuesday. 

On a nine-game points streak until the Canucks postponed two home 
games in early January, creating a nine-day gap between games that 
cooled the team and cost all-star goalie Thatcher Demko his rhythm, 
players wouldn’t have been happy at the prospect of a 2-3-0 record when 
this trip began. 

Now, that would feel like victory – or at least validation after they were 
outclassed in Florida, Tampa and Carolina. 

“The confidence will definitely be brewing,” Canucks coach Bruce 
Boudreau said on Zoom from Washington. “We couldn't wait to get back 
in front of our fans. This is nine games on the road in a row (since Dec. 
14). It's not an easy stretch, and to stay at .500 or hopefully be above 
.500 on that, it keeps our nose above water. 

“It would be a great way to end the trip. You wouldn't even remember the 
first three games.” 

The biggest difference for the Canucks in Game 4 was the reappearance 
of a power play that started the trip 0-for-12 and, by extension, the re-
emergence of their best players. 

Vancouver scored on its first two power plays, Pettersson stepping 
around his check to shoot post-and-in 33 seconds into middle period, and 
J.T. Miller teeing up Bo Horvat from the high slot 18 minutes later. 

Pointless during the three-game losing streak, Miller also scored into an 
empty net from Brock Boeser’s feed. It was Boeser’s first point of the trip. 
Defenceman Quinn Hughes was brilliant and collected his first two points 
of the trip, while Horvat scored for the second straight game. 

And Demko, forced to start Saturday in Raleigh after backup Jaroslav 
Halak tested positive for COVID, was outstanding while playing for the 
second time in 24 hours. 

Sadly, winger Conor Garland’s big move on Sunday was to the COVID 
protocol list as the Canucks continued their one-a-day string of positives. 

But none of that felt as significant as Pettersson scoring for the first time 
since Dec. 14, ending a six-game slump-within-a-slump that had seen 
him generate just a single assist. 
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It was the first two-goal game this season for the 23-year-old former 
Calder Trophy winner who had 55 goals and 132 points during his first 
two years in the NHL. 

“I know what I'm capable of,” Pettersson said. “But, of course, it's been a 
very slow start for me. But it's a good win for us today, and we're happy 
with my two goals today.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Pettersson’s scoring problems weren’t helped by five days in COVID 
protocol, announced by the Canucks on Jan. 5. He hadn’t spoken to the 
media since December. 

“Honestly, I don't know what to say but, of course, it's been tough for 
me,” he said. “I'm trying to play my best hockey every game, and it's 
been a slow start. But we've been playing good recently. . . and we got a 
good win here and we'll go from there.” 

“He's a confident player,” Boudreau said. “But it's not easy to keep your 
confidence when every day the media wants to talk about you and you're 
seeing it on TV, you're hearing about it on the streets. When you're a 
really good offensive player like Petey is, you think about it almost all the 
time. So to stay with it and to keep going at it is a tough thing. But he's 
been able to block the noise out and keep working at it.” 

For the third straight game – and third time in his NHL career from the 
start of a game – Pettersson played left wing beside Horvat instead of as 
a centre. 

Pettersson said Sunday that he just wants to play and will go wherever 
Boudreau wants him, although the coach told reporters last week that the 
player had asked for the move to the wing. 

“I think things are easier,” Boudreau said Sunday. “He sees the ice better 
and he's always the first man on the puck in the other team's zone 
instead of the last man as most centers are. He hit the post last game, 
and he had a couple of breakaways the game before, so it was inevitable 
that he was going to score at some point. Tonight he got two great, 
important goals, and I just hope it's not a one-off and he can continue to 
do this and get a little streak of his own going.” 

That last bit applies to the team, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' issues keep mounting amid latest hiccup vs. 
Senators 

 

Mark Spector January 16, 2022, 2:06 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Can’t kill a penalty, can’t get a save, can’t win a game. 
There are some serious, serious issues in Edmonton — and yes, they 
still need to find a goalie. 

“Same group,” began Zack Kassian. “Beginning of the year, we were one 
of the best teams in the league. Now it seems like we’re finding ways to 
lose. That snowball going downhill, that’s not an excuse anymore. We’ve 
had a long break.” 

The Edmonton Oilers had nine days off, and on the 10th day they rested, 
folding up like a tent against the Ottawa Senators. Edmonton turned a 3-
1 lead after 40 minutes into a 6-4 loss to log their second six-game losing 
skid in their past 14 games. 

Allowing five third-period goals to the 30th place Ottawa Senators ranks 
as perhaps the biggest regular season disaster in Connor McDavid’s 
NHL career. 

“It’s definitely up there,” said McDavid, who was dangerous but pointless 
Saturday. “I’m not sure what to tell ya. It’s been a long layoff, we come in 
and work ourselves to a 3-1 lead… And we give it away.” 

What happened? 

“I wish I had an answer.” 

The Oilers aren’t just awful, but something south of that. They are a club 
that has to score six goals to win, playing in a 3-2 league. 

As the old joke goes, calling this a train wreck is an affront to the railroad 
industry. The Oilers have fallen entirely off the rails after a hot, 16-5 start. 
Like that old TV commercial, they have literally fallen and they can’t get 
up. 

“We need to wrap it up. We need to win that game,” spat Kassian. “Now 
we’re sitting here talking about the same s--- we were talking about 
heading into the break. I’m running out of stuff to say.” 

McDavid went pointless on a minus-2 night, while Leon Draisaitl added 
only an assist, exacerbating the fact the Oilers finally got a good dose of 
support scoring. Edmonton got four goals from players not wearing No. 
97 or 29 — and they couldn’t find a way to win a hockey game. 

The penalty kill is gruesome, allowing two goals in three Senators 
attempts Saturday. Defensively, the Oilers are playing like 20 guys who 
all showed up for Saturday morning shinny who have never met anyone 
other than the guys they drove to the rink with. 

Offensively, four goals — and a 3-1 lead after 40 minutes — are two 
ingredients that good teams parlay into two points better than 90 per cent 
of the time. This team, however, played the third like they hadn’t a clue 
what to do with the commanding position they’d put themselves in after 
40 minutes. 

Young Stuart Skinner got the start, a sign that the team is moving on 
from Mikko Koskinen and a huge vote of confidence for the rookie. Alas, 
he did not repay them. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Skinner, the great hope with the Oilers goaltending situation at critical, 
red alert levels, was well below average. The guy at the other end, Matt 
Murray, had to be far better and he was just that, giving his team a 
chance to win a game where the shots favoured Edmonton 16-6 after 20 
minutes and 24-13 after 40 minutes. 

Two goals in 2:26 early in the third turned a comfortable 3-1 lead into a 3-
3 nail biter. Ottawa went ahead 4-3, and then Darnell Nurse tied the 
game a 4-4, one of his nine shots on goal. 

With seven minutes to play, all that had to happen was to win the final 
seven minutes against a 30th place team and skate away with the points. 
Yet in the end, it’s clear as day: the better team won. 

“You look at teams that are going well, and they find ways to win games. 
Teams that are losing find ways to lose game. Tonight we definitely 
found a way to lose it,” said McDavid, who had no answer when asked 
what’s next. “I wish I had an answer for you. We’ve talked it over and 
over and over again in that room, and obviously we haven’t found an 
answer yet.” 

“We thought the break would help us with that,” added head coach Dave 
Tippett. “It did, for two periods.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators’ Alberta sweep exemplifies why there’s hope for 
a brighter future 

 

Wayne Scanlan January 16, 2022, 12:34 PM 

 

As we settle into 2022, the Ottawa Senators are four years deep in their 
rebuild and on track for another lottery pick. 

Not surprisingly the numbers aren’t pretty out of this lengthy slog. Since 
the day the Senators traded away captain and franchise defenceman 
Erik Karlsson at the dawn of the 2018 training camp, Ottawa has posted 
a record of 88-127-25. Eighty-eight wins out of 240 games. 

Since Feb. 25, 2019, the day Mark Stone was dealt to the Vegas Golden 
Knights, Ottawa has gone 66-92-20; 66 victories from 178 games. 

That might seem depressing, for those who don’t follow the team. And to 
some who do. The Senators haven’t had a sniff of a playoff spot since 
their surprise run of 2017, despite expectations inside the organization 
itself that it would be competitive these past two seasons. 

Last year was doomed by a horrible start and poor goaltending. This 
current one collapsed in November under the weight of injuries and 
Covid-related issues, followed by a near-complete shutdown of the 
schedule in late December and early January due to Covid outbreaks 
and attendance restrictions. 

And yet the mood of the fan base has been brightened considerably by 
the resilience of this young group and the connections fans are making 
with them. 

In what felt like a fresh start to a delayed season, the Senators swept a 
two-game series in Alberta (shrunk from four on the schedule), cruising 
past the Calgary Flames 4-1 on Thursday before battling back against 
Edmonton’s 3-1 lead to beat the Oilers 6-4 Saturday night. Ottawa put 
four third-period goals past Stuart Skinner and a fifth into the empty net. 

In the end, it was a small but satisfying payback for Edmonton’s nine 
straight wins over Ottawa in the North Division last season. 

“I’d like to say we all forgot about last year,” said centre Josh Norris, who 
scored two power-play goals against the Oil, virtually from the same spot 
on the right circle. “But we’re competitive guys. It feels good (to get the 
win) for the guys here from last year.” 

Norris used three different helmets to get through the game – it was that 
kind of night. Not always pretty. But the visitors grinded one out, with a 
surprising push from the line of Chris Tierney, Alex Formenton and Adam 
Gaudette. 

It had to be a pleasant flight home for a team that shut down Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. Never mind that the Senators only improved 
to 11-18-2 on the season, 24 points off 31 games. 

The Senators' schedule is going to be ridiculous from here – 51 games to 
cram into a schedule supposedly ending on April 29. The notion of 
climbing back into the playoff picture is preposterous, especially in the 
NHL’s toughest division, the Atlantic. 

And so this team will find reasons to play hard, for the future. They will, 
as winger Brady Tkachuk said, consider this crammed schedule to be 
playoff training – games every other day, like in a playoff series. Most 
fans will be along for the ride. 

Remaining Time -24:51 

Tkachuk talks future with Senators, reflects on tight bond with family 

Already, there is a sense that the era of Daniel Alfredsson, Chris Phillips, 
Karlsson, Stone, Jean-Gabriel Pageau etc. is giving way to a new group 
led by Tkachuk, Drake Batherson, Thomas Chabot and Norris, among 
others. Franchise viability and management will dictate whether this 
leads to a championship-calibre group, but for now there is a decent 
window of opportunity without threat of losing any of the best young 
talent. 

By the time this team becomes competitive, perhaps as early as next 
season, the new-ish core of the team will be established fan favourites. 
Exhibit A - Batherson. 

When the big right winger wore a microphone at a recent practice 
session, the result was a hilarious down-east narrative that included such 
gems as “puttin’ ‘er right in the pocky” (top corner) and “the old lungs are 
barking at me up here in the alti” (the Calgary altitude). More than one 
Twitter commenter saw it as a good fit for an “epi” from Letterkenny. 

Batherson’s Nova Scotia charm would be welcomed on any team even if 
he was a third-line grinder. The fact is, he can flat out play and has been 
the Senators' best and most productive forward all season – 30 points in 
26 games. 

When Batherson was named as Ottawa’s representative at the NHL All-
Star Game in Vegas next month, the nomination was a no-doubter. Head 
coach D.J. Smith was delighted for him. 

“He’s such a great kid, just loves hockey,” Smith said. “He comes in in 
the morning, and talks about who scored in a junior game the previous 
night. You’re not going to find a hockey junkie like him and it’s great to 
see him get rewarded. 

“He’s not a first-round pick. He’s a guy that’s been developed the right 
way here. He continues to do great things and the guys love him.” 

The fans love him, too. Why wouldn’t they? This witty, talented, first-line 
winger is just 23 and is locked into a team-friendly contract for the next 
five seasons, sub-$5 million. 

They also love their captain, Tkachuk, secured after some heavy lifting 
during training camp to a seven-year deal. 

They relish the way Tkachuk wears his heart on his sleeve, hell-bent to 
lead this group. 

They have virtually adopted Tim Stützle, the young German centre who 
turned 20 on Saturday. Fans have taken him in as though he were a 
house billet with them. 

They love the cool sniping of Norris, acquired in the Karlsson trade. 
Norris has a team-leading 16 goals in 30 games – seven on the power 
play – adding green numbers to his future contract. 

They are already excited for their fifth overall draft pick from 2020, 
defenceman Jake Sanderson, who hasn’t played a game in Ottawa yet, 
but could this spring. Sanderson, nominated for the NCAA Hobey Baker 
Award and part of the Ottawa/University of North Dakota pipeline, is 
already being pencilled in as a vital building block on D corps, with the 
underrated star Chabot, the beloved Artem Zub and several other 
prospects. 

They root for little Erik Brannstrom, fighting to earn a place on a blueline 
about to get more crowded. 

They can’t wait for the arrival from AHL Belleville of Egor Sokolov, the 
Russian sniper who bubbles over with personality and has ties to 
Batherson from junior hockey in Cape Breton. 

These rooting interests represent hope and a sense of caring about 
young players welcomed like family to this community. 

Hope is everything. And there is hope in Ottawa despite the rebuilding 
win-loss record. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Samberg, Pionk have hockey-mad hometown 
beaming with pride 

 

Ken Wiebe January 16, 2022, 12:44 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — What are the chances of a hockey-mad town of just under 
10,000 people producing two NHL players that suit up on the same team, 
let alone skate on the same defence pairing? 

To say the odds were stacked against that happening is a wild 
understatement, but on Thursday night, the folks of Hermantown, Minn., 
were glued to the television and other viewing devices as Dylan Samberg 
made his NHL debut for the Winnipeg Jets alongside Neal Pionk against 
the Detroit Red Wings. 

Bruce Plante coached hockey for nearly five decades in Hermantown — 
including a 28-year tenure with the Hermantown Hawks high school 
program that both Samberg and Pionk played for — and was among 
those bursting with pride. 

“I watched the game at home and boy, Dylan did really well in his first 
time on and that was awesome to see. He just seemed to handle 
everything so well,” Plante said in a telephone interview on Sunday 
morning. “Being a pair, that was pretty unique for little Hermantown. 
Those are two guys that our youth kids really look up to a lot. They watch 
them and they know about them because they watched them in high 
school. 

“To get them to do this on the big stage is pretty special for everybody in 
Hermantown. There was a lot of talk about it and a lot of texting going on. 
It was a very cool event for the hockey community. We’re proud of those 
guys who go on and play (in the NHL). We’re happy for them. They were 
such great leaders at Hermantown.” 

As Plante explains, the passion for the sport in the community is 
generated from a pure place. 

“It basically all starts on the outdoor rinks,” Plante said. “We have four 
outdoor rinks next to our arena and the kids play on there non-stop, from 
four years old through high school. The high school kids still go out there 
after practice. 

“It starts there and then, of course, all the little kids line up in a row and 
watch the high school games. That’s a big deal to them and that’s where 
the culture really starts.” 

Kenny and Renny talk Jets 

Sportsnet's Ken Wiebe and Sean Reynolds offer everything you need to 
know about the Winnipeg Jets on their podcast. 

| The Kenny and Renny Show 

With eight players (including four defencemen) landing in the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocols, Samberg not only jumped in the lineup but found 
himself on the Jets’ second pairing with Pionk — a guy he’s trained 
regularly with and was quite familiar with. 

Samberg was thrilled to be able to share the experience with Pionk. 

He had a firm appreciation of what the moment was like for the people in 
Hermantown — and felt the support. 

“It’s great,” Samberg said. “The chances of that are obviously really rare 
and to come from a small town like Hermantown, it’s a great community, 
everyone's always pushing for each other. I was fortunate enough to 
have a lot of people reach out back home and get all that loving and 
caring for me. So, that was awesome.” 

Pionk also recognized the significance. 

“Really special,” Pionk said. “To have two kids, we grew up probably 10 
minutes from each other, went to a high school of only about 600 kids 
together and obviously played for the same youth program, same high 
school program and same college program. And to be not only playing 
together but to be paired together in an NHL game, it was pretty special. 
I’m sure the whole town watched on Thursday night.” 

Pionk and Samberg followed similar paths in suiting up for Hermantown 
High and then eventually playing three seasons at the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth, though Pionk spent two more full seasons playing in 
the USHL before enrolling in college. 

There was one other key difference in their respective journeys. 

Pionk was an undrafted free agent who eventually signed with the New 
York Rangers after his third college season, while Samberg was a 
second-round pick (43rd overall) of the Jets in the 2017 NHL Draft. 

“I thought that was pretty cool that he was (on a pairing) with Neal and 
I’m hoping to find a picture of those two on the blue line together, so we 
can maybe get it up in the rink somewhere,” UMD Bulldogs head coach 
Scott Sandelin, who coached both players, said on Sunday. “For Dylan, 
in his first game, he probably felt a little more comfortable too because of 
their relationship.” 

Although he played a clean game against the Red Wings, Samberg’s 
ability to turn the page quickly is something that will serve him well as he 
continues along his development path and works his way toward 
becoming an NHL regular. 

“He’s not one that dwells on a lot of mistakes either, he just moves on,” 
said Sandelin, who spoke with Samberg the night before the game. 

Samberg made a strong first impression on Jets interim head coach 
Dave Lowry and that translated into nearly 18 minutes of ice time, 
including almost four minutes on the penalty kill. 

“I thought he played solid. He played to his identity. He played to his 
strengths,” Lowry said. “He’s a real good defender, he gets up the ice, he 
skates well. He was able to close the gap, he was able to move the puck 
and make real good short plays. When you bring a player in and it’s his 
first National Hockey League game and he’s killing penalties, it shows 
you the belief we have in the player and his ability.” 

When Samberg gets his next chance to showcase his talent remains to 
be seen, as Logan Stanley, Nathan Beaulieu and Ville Heinola have all 
been cleared to play. 

No matter when the next NHL game comes, you get the sense Samberg 
will be prepared to embrace the moment. 

That’s another big part of his identity — and it’s something you can’t 
really teach. 

“He’s definitely a winner — he’s always won all the way up — in 
PeeWee, Bantam, High School and college,” Plante said. “He’s in that 
category. He can play really well in big moments. He’s got that great 
poise and he’s comfortable in those situations. You never had to worry 
about him being ready. 

“I’ve never seen him rattled. He’s certainly got an edge to him. Nobody 
messes with him. He’ll take on anybody if he has to. He’s a competitor 
and he’s got deep-rooted competition in his soul.” 
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