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Hurricanes dominate Bruins: Five takeaways from Carolina’s big road win over Boston

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had some nightmarish games 
in the past against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden, where 
little went right. 

But not Tuesday, when so much went right for the Canes. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored twice as Carolina ignited for five 
first-period goals, defenseman Jaccob Slavin finished with a 
goal and two assists and goalie Frederik Andersen picked up 
his 20th win of the season in a 7-1 victory. 

Five takeaways from the Canes win: 

▪ Slavin has to be a freak of nature. The defenseman goes 
on the NHL COVID list, sits out five days in quarantine and 
misses two games, then jumps back into practice Monday 
and plays a team-high 22:30 Tuesday with three blocked 
shots. 

Slavin found Teravainen open in the right circle with a sharp 
cross-ice pass for the Canes’ first goal, and had the blast 
from the point on Kotkaniemi’s redirect. He was on the ice 
often against the Patrice Bergeron line and kept getting 
sticks on pucks, once knocking the puck away from Brad 
Marchand to spring Sebastian Aho for a breakaway. 

Slavin, who had a plus-4 plus/minus rating in the first period, 
then scored in the third on the power play for a 6-1 lead while 
Tony DeAngelo, his defensive partner, had three assists in 
the game. 

“He’s criminally underrated,” rookie forward Seth Jarvis said 
of Slavin. Added Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “I’ve got to 
come up with some new words to describe him. A special 
player, special person.” 

▪ There have been many games when the Canes couldn’t 
find an answer for Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask, especially in 
the 2019 playoffs. But with Rask making his second start of 
the season, the Canes crowded him. They went to the front 
of the net and jammed, made things hectic around the 
crease. 

Kotkaniemi twice scored in tight, on a redirect and then 
stuffing in a rebound. Derek Stepan scored from the low slot 
off a Jordan Martinook pass from behind the net. Teuvo 
Teravainen showed off his quick release for the Canes’ first 
goal of the and Jarvis displayed his speed in scoring in the 
five-goal first period. All in all, it ended Rask’s night after one 
period and 12 shots. 

“I think it’s about killing their hope,” Jarvis said. “When you 
play that consistent hard game throughout the game it kind 
of wears on them and at some point they say ‘uncle’ and 
that’s when you really pour it on them.” 

▪ In an otherwise flawless first, the Canes did allow a power-
play goal. Carolina’s streak of killing off 35 consecutive 
opposing power plays, one shy of the club record, came to 
an end in the first when a David Pastrnak shot glanced off 
Bergeron’s skate and past Andersen. 

The Canes (26-8-2) answered -- decisively. The Canes 
scored 13 seconds after Bergeron’s goal for a 3-1 lead as 
Kotkaniemi got a piece of the Slavin point shot. Then, in the 
second period the Bruins had 1:08 of a two-man advantage 
after penalties on Aho and Ian Cole, but the Canes killed off 
both as Andersen stopped three shots and the Canes 
blocked three. 

The Canes got power-play goals from Slavin and Andrei 
Svechnikov in the third. 

▪ Canes center Vincent Trocheck seemed a bit bemused 
Tuesday morning when asked if his playing style was similar 
to Marchand’s “in an agitating kind of way.” 

“Are you calling me a rat?” Trocheck asked, referring to one 
of Marchand’s nicknames. 

That found its way to social media, to which Marchand 
decided to chime in. The Bruins winger used his Instagram 
handle to respond, “This is like comparing a Lambo to a 
Prius” and posted comparison career stats. He later deleted 
the post. 

The Canes’ play in the first had some tweeters asking which 
team was the “Prius.” 

▪ A pregame ceremony for Willie O’Ree at TD Garden was 
as moving as his work for the sport has been impactful. 
O’Ree, 86, was not able to come to Boston to see his jersey 
number retired but spoke remotely from his home in 
California, and spoke of his efforts to make hockey an 
inclusive sport. 

“It was a special night,” Slavin said. “The ceremony was 
beautiful. It’s awesome for Willie to have his jersey in the 
rafters and huge for the league, huge for the Boston 
organization.” 

Both teams were on the ice by their benches for the lengthy 
ceremony. When the puck dropped to start the game, the 
Canes were quicker off the mark and stayed that way, often 
beating the Bruins (22-12-2) in transition and making the 
most of their offensive chances. 

“We weren’t competitive tonight and we paid the price,” 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy told the media. 
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A Prius, a Lambo and another Hurricanes win 

By Sara Civian  

There’s a lot wrong with social media and the culture around 
it these days — log on to Twitter for about five minutes and 
you’ll see what I mean. But sometimes it’s a beautiful thing, 
like when Chip Alexander of The Raleigh News & Observer 
asked Vincent Trocheck on Tuesday if his game is similar to 
Brad Marchand’s. 

Trocheck jokingly responded, “Are you calling me a rat?” The 
quote circulated all over hockey Twitter, so Marchand found 
it and posted it on Instagram with the caption, “This is like 
comparing a Lambo to a Prius.” 

Marchand deleted the post before puck drop, but the internet 
is forever. Besides, I thought it was all in good, harmless fun, 
and it brought an elevated sense of hype around the game 
— even if Hurricanes players say it didn’t affect them. 

“No (it didn’t fire us up),” noted depth scorer Derek Stepan 
said, laughing. “I think our mindset coming into the game 
was in the right spot in the beginning. I don’t think any of that 
stuff added to the fire at all.” 

“I heard guys talking about it, but I didn’t really care,” Seth 
Jarvis added. “We have a job to do. I love (Trocheck) and the 
way he plays and carries himself. So, I’m gonna back him 
regardless.” 

The Canes definitely did their job, with a 7-1 win over the 
Bruins that was fueled by the third five-goal first period in 
franchise history. 

The vibes, you ask? The vibes aren’t bad. 

Outscoring the Bruins 10-1 overall on the season head to 
head. Should give us confidence to put them away if we face 
them in the playoffs this time! 

— Blake Morgan (@rbmorgan23) January 19, 2022 

Opportunistic, but can’t try to weasel my way out of a 7-1 
final. Kudos to them. In my opinion, the final score wasn’t the 
most impressive thing about the Canes play. It was the PK. 
Seemed to be everywhere. We’ll see how it shakes out come 
playoff time. 

— Andrew Johnston (@mcshandy_j) January 19, 2022 

Just gonna leave this here for anyone who needs it. 
pic.twitter.com/JpCb7X2p7J 

— Dan Bradley (@HockeyVoxDB) January 19, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/1jfZGEQ3DY 

— fullblowncaniac (@fullcaniac90) January 19, 2022 

• Trocheck, for the record, led all skaters with five hits on the 
evening. 

• The Hurricanes scored five goals on 12 shots in the first 
and ended up with seven goals on 34 shots. Of course, this 
was a great outing for the Canes, but don’t let that distract 
you from how poorly the Bruins defense played in front of 
Tuukka Rask. Poor Rask. 

• Speaking of Rask, the Finn-on-Finn violence was real. 
Teuvo Teravainen opened the scoring, and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi followed up in the first half of the first period. 
Kotkaniemi, whose net-front presence shone all game, 
responded with his second goal of the period right after 
Patrice Bergeron’s power-play goal. That 3-1 score felt like 
the turning point, and the Bruins wouldn’t score again. “We’re 
building our game and have been playing well lately, much 
better than the start of the year, but obviously not tonight,” 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We had nothing. 
They were clearly better than us in every area. … We didn’t 
compete.” 

• Jaccob Slavin didn’t miss a beat in COVID-19 protocol. His 
return to play featured a late insurance goal, an assist on 
Teravainen’s goal, an assist on Kotkaniemi’s second goal 
and several strong plays against Bergeron that didn’t make 
the scoresheet. He played a team-high 22:30 after missing 
two games. “I’ve got to come up with some new words to 
describe him or his impact on our team because he does 
everything,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You get him 
out there to defend against the best players — OK, check. 
You want him to score and provide offense, and he can do 
that, too. And then you need him to log a lot of minutes, and 
he can do that. Every situation he can do. Check, check, 
check.” 

• It was long overdue, but the Bruins and the league did a 
fantastic job with the Willie O’Ree jersey retirement 
ceremony and night. “It was a special night,” Slavin said. 
“The ceremony was beautiful. It’s awesome for Willie to have 
his jersey in the rafters and huge for the league, huge for the 
Boston organization.” 

• Pour one out for the penalty kill. Bergeron’s power-play 
goal ended a streak of 35 consecutive kills, just falling short 
of the franchise record. But after that one blip, the Canes 
killed four other penalties. Maybe they shouldn’t be taking 
five penalties per game, but maybe they’re just going for 
another crack at the franchise record. 

• Underrated stat of the night: Freddie Andersen has 20 wins 
in 26 games. The 20 wins are tied for second in the league, 
and Andersen ranks as the ninth quickest to reach 20 wins in 
NHL goaltending history. Could this be his year? 

• Chart of the night: 

Hurricanes & Bruins Game Score leaderboard. 
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(via @cepvi0 @NatStatTrick @domluszczyszyn) 
pic.twitter.com/YiuGElFmEG 

— Hurricanes Gamebot (@HurricanesBot) January 19, 2022 

• Video of the night: 

You alright there Brind’amour?   
pic.twitter.com/Itf7p1gEnw 

— jus bitchin’ •   (@iGoBriMode) January 19, 2022 

• Y’all remember that game against Columbus?

 

 

First-period barrage helps Hurricanes bury Bruins 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Bruins raised Willie O’Ree’s No. 22 to the TD Garden 
rafters before Tuesday’s game against the Hurricanes, 
honoring the NHL’s first black player. 

The rest of the night came crashing down around the home 
team. 

Carolina scored five first-period goals, chasing Bruins goalie 
Tuukka Rask after 20 minutes in his second game back from 
quasi-retirement en route to a 7-1 win in Boston. 

“The ceremony was beautiful and it’s awesome for Willie to 
have his number up in the rafters, and it’s huge for the 
league, huge for the Boston organization,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “But then as a team for us 
to go out and play the way that we did is also huge. It’s 
another two points, but we just got to keep trucking along.” 

The Hurricanes scored early and often. 

Teuvo Teravainen opened the scoring just 3:44 into the 
game, one-timing a Slavin seam pass for a 1-0 lead. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi then sandwiched goals around a Bruins 
power play goal, scoring on a rebound and then redirecting a 
shot for a 3-1 advantage. 

Rookie Seth Jarvis added to the scoring parade, using a 
power move for a highlight-reel goal, and Derek Stepan 
capped the first-period barrage by finishing a Jordan 
Martinook pass for a startling 5-1 Carolina lead after one 
period. 

All five goals in the opening period came from within a few 
stick lengths of Rask, who stopped just seven of the 12 shots 
he faced. 

“I think every single night it’s important to be there,” Stepan 
said of getting to the net. “You look around the league, that’s 
where the goals are scored. It takes hard work to get there, 
but a lot of times when you do you get rewarded.” 

The only blemish for the Hurricanes was seeing its penalty 
kill streak coming to an end at 35 when the puck hit Patrice 
Bergeron’s skate and got past Frederik Andersen (31 saves). 

The Hurricanes quickly started a new streak, killing off the 
next four penalties— including an extended 5-on-3 in the 
second period — to nix any chance of a Bruins rally. 

“You’re just trying to get through it and not … give them any 
type of momentum,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, on a 5-
on-3 your guys came through big, did a great job on that and 
then that kind of — I don’t want to say it put the game away, 
but it certainly made it a lot easier.” 

The Hurricanes used the third period to show off the other 
half of their special teams. 

Carolina’s power play scored twice on Linus Ullmark (20 
saves), with Slavin firing a shot in at 3:05 and Andrei 
Svechnikov scoring on a broken play at 7:48 for his 13th goal 
of the season. 

Slavin’s goal capped a three-point night for the Hurricanes 
defenseman. Slavin had missed the last two games while in 
the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol but looked every bit his normal 
self in 22½ minutes of ice time. 

“He is criminally underrated,” Jarvis said of Slavin. “He is so 
good. Everyone’s kind of lucky to watch him on a daily basis, 
especially our fans, because that guy, he’s special. He’s a 
special player, and he’s someone that really drives our team 
from the backend.” 

Slavin was one of six Carolina players to have multipoint 
nights. Tony DeAngelo, Slavin’s defense partner, had the 
first three-assist game of his career, while Stepan, 
Svechnikov and Teravainen all finished with a goal and an 
assist. Kotkaniemi had the second two-goal game of his 
career and first with the Hurricanes, 

“I think there was a purpose in what we were trying to do,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And listen, we scored on our chances, 
right? It doesn’t happen a lot. … We were able to capitalize 
and everything we did right seemed to go in the net.” 

Carolina improved to 26-8-2 on the season, tied with the 
Panthers in points percentage (.750) and points (54) with the 
Rangers — Friday’s opponent at PNC Arena — atop the 
Metropolitan Division. The Hurricanes, who played their first 
road game since Jan. 1, are an NHL-best 14-4-1 away from 
home. 
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Recap: Canes Five-Goal First Highlights Victory Over Boston 

By Walt Ruff  

BOSTON, MA. - The Carolina Hurricanes scored on five of 
their first 12 shots Tuesday night, setting the tone for a 7-1 
victory over the Boston Bruins.  

The lead-up to the evening's opening puck drop included 
some afternoon banter between Vincent Trocheck and Brad 
Marchand discussing their thoughts on one another, then a 
touching pre-game ceremony to retire Willie O'Ree's #22 into 
the TD Garden rafters in recognition of him making his NHL 
debut 64 years ago today. 

When the game got underway, the Canes had no interest in 
extracirricular affairs, striking just 3:44 in courtesy of Teuvo 
Teravainen on a dazzling setup from Jaccob Slavin. Slavin, 
the team's defensive anchor, was making his return in the 
game after missing the last two outings due to COVID-19 
Protocol. 

Under three minutes later Jesperi Kotkaniemi doubled his 
team's lead with his first of what what would be two goals 
just 5:23 apart. The left-handed center quickly earned his 
first multi-goal game as as Cane with the only blemish of 
Carolina's night coming in between his two. The Canes had 
entered the night with 35 consecutive penalties killed off, just 
one shy of matching the franchise record. Unfortunately they 
wouldn't achieve that, as the first power play of the night for 
Boston they were able to beat Frederik Andersen by way of a 
Patrice Bergeron deflection. 

As mentioned though, just 13 seconds later Kotkaniemi 
made it 3-1 for Carolina and minutes after his ninth of the 
year Seth Jarvis made it 4-1 with a dazzling power move to 
the net.  

Less than a minute after Jarvis gave his team a three-goal 
advantage, Derek Stepan, who rejoined the lineup after 
being the odd man out Saturday against Vancouver, cashed 
in on a beautiful Jordan Martinook feed to make his team's 
lead 5-1. 

 Carolina's five goals brought an early end to the night of 
Tuukka Rask, who was pulled from the game after making 
just seven stops in the game's opening 20 minutes. Linus 
Ullmark entered in relief of him and while Ullmark's night was 
better numerically, the Canes were able to beat him as well. 

Despite there being six total goals in the game's first frame, 
there were none in the second and it took until the third for 
visiting side to make it 6-1. 

Two power play goals from Slavin and Andrei Svechnikov 
put a bow on the night's scoring, giving the Canes a 7-1 
victory. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the huge first period: 

"There was a purpose in what we were trying to do. Listen, 
we scored on our chances, right? That doesn't happen a lot. 
A lot of times we'll have that exact same period and we're 
down 1-0. It's just the way it works. We were able to 
capitalize and everything we did right seemed to go in the 
net, which was nice. You'll take it, for sure. It doesn't happen 
very often. 

Derek Stepan sharing his thoughts on going to the front of 
the net, where the Canes scored four of their first five goals: 

"Every single night it's important to be there. You look around 
the league, that's where the goals are scored. It takes hard 
work to get there, but a lot of times when you do get there, 
you get rewarded." 

Jaccob Slavin speaking on the abilities of Tony DeAngelo, as 
the two combined for six points: 

"We had Dougie last year and Dougie was that guy that got a 
lot of points and Tony's stepped in and done a great job. 
He's been an awesome player and it's great to have that 
point production from the back end. Tony and I have been 
playing well together and I hope we'll be able to keep 
building that chemistry. Giving him the puck is never a bad 
option." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes come back to Raleigh post-game, will have an off 
day Wednesday and then practice Thursday before a back-
to-back set against the New York Rangers at home Friday 
and New Jersey on the road Saturday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Slavin and Tony DeAngelo led all skaters with three 
points each in the contest. DeAngelo's 22 assists 
are now just one behind Sebastian Aho for the team 
lead. 

 In addition to the defensemen with a trio of points, 
four different forwards had multi-point nights as 
well. (Kotkaniemi, Stepan, Svechnikov and 
Teravainen) 
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 Trocheck led all skaters with five hits. All five came 
in the first two periods. 

 Slavin played a game-high 22:30, showing no signs 
of rust in his first game back. 

 Frederik Andersen, who made several timely saves 
throughout, finished with 31 and earned his 20th 

win of the season. The 20 wins rank tied for second 
in the league and he's done so in just 25 starts. 

 The team now improves to 26-8-2 on the year. 
They're now once again tied for the Metropolitan 
Division lead with the Rangers. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes score seven to top Bruins, hand Rask first loss since return 

By Patrick Donnelly 

BOSTON -- The Carolina Hurricanes scored five first-period 
goals against Tuukka Rask and defeated the Boston Bruins 
7-1 at TD Garden on Tuesday. 

Rask faced 12 shots in his second start of the season before 
being replaced by Linus Ullmark to start the second period. 

"I've got to help them out a little bit," Rask said. "Everybody's 
not going to have their legs, so at times as a goalie you have 
to step up and make a couple saves. In the first, I should 
have made two or three saves there to keep it tight. It's one 
of those nights. … One thing you learn over the years: 
You're never as bad or as good as you think. You learn to 
keep it even keel and trust the process." 

Rask signed a one-year contract Jan. 11 to rejoin Boston 
after not having played since Game 6 of the Eastern 
Conference Second Round against the New York Islanders 
on June 9, 2021. He had hip surgery to repair a torn labrum 
in July. 

Jaccob Slavin had a goal and two assists, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi scored two goals, and Tony DeAngelo had three 
assists for Carolina (26-8-2), which had lost two of three. 
Frederik Andersen made 31 saves. 

"It's easy when the team plays that well, to step back into it 
and just play simple," said Slavin, who returned after missing 
two games in NHL COVID-19 protocol. "It was an easy game 
to come back to with how hard the guys competed. … We've 
had some rough starts this year, especially the past little bit. 
Our focus has been getting off to a good start and not getting 
behind in games." 

Patrice Bergeron scored, and Ullmark made 20 saves for 
Boston (22-12-2), which had won five in a row. 

"It's problematic against anybody," Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "We're building our game, and have been 
playing well lately, much better than the start of the year, but 
obviously not tonight. We had nothing. They were clearly 
better than us in every area. … We didn't compete." 

Teuvo Teravainen gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 3:44 of the 
first period with a one-timer from the right face-off circle. 
Kotkaniemi made it 2-0 at 6:03 on a rebound in front after 
Rask made a save on Andrei Svechnikov. 

Bergeron cut it to 2-1 on the power play at 11:13 when David 
Pastrnak's pass deflected off his skate and through 
Andersen's legs, ending Carolina's streak of 35 straight 
penalties killed. 

Kotkaniemi scored his second of the game 13 seconds later 
to make it 3-1 at 11:26, redirecting Slavin's slap shot from 
the point. 

Seth Jarvis made it 4-1 at 16:01 on a drive to the net 
following a Bruins turnover in the neutral zone, and Derek 
Stepan pushed the lead to 5-1 56 seconds later, scoring off a 
no-look pass from Jordan Martinook at 16:57. 

"Our mindset coming into the game was in the right spot 
from the beginning," Stepan said. "This was one of the good 
games that right from the start, we did a lot of the things we 
wanted to. That's what you need on a consistent basis. 
Nothing changes going into the next one." 

Slavin made it 6-1 on the power play at 3:05 of the third, and 
Svechnikov's power-play goal made it 7-1 at 7:48. 
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Kotkaniemi scores twice, Hurricanes roll past Bruins 7-1 

By Kyle Hightower 

BOSTON (AP) — The Hurricanes looked lost in a shutout 
loss against Columbus last week without defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin.  

In his return, they showed the Bruins just how much he was 
missed.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored twice during Carolina’s five-goal 
first period, Slavin added a goal and two assists after a two-
game absence on the COVID-19 list, and the Hurricanes 
snapped Boston’s five-game winning streak with a 7-1 victory 
Tuesday night.  

Teuvo Teravainen, Seth Jarvis, Derek Stepan and Andrei 
Svechnikov also scored for the Hurricanes, who have won 
two straight and seven of nine. They earned the win playing 
in their first road game in 17 days because of COVID-19 
postponements.  

The six-goal loss was Boston’s worst of the season. 

Frederik Andersen had 31 saves for Carolina.  

“It’s easy when the team plays that well to step back into it,” 
Slavin said. “Just play simple and the way I play.”  

The Hurricanes’ early barrage caused the Bruins to pull 
goaltender Tuukka Rask in favor of Linus Ullmark after Rask 
allowed five goals on 12 shots in the first period. It marked 
the first time Boston had allowed five goals in the opening 
period since March 3, 2008, at Washington.  

Ullmark played the rest of the way for Boston, stopping 20 
shots. Patrice Bergeron had the lone goal for the Bruins, who 
were 1 of 5 on power plays.  

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said he’s having trouble 
finding superlatives to describe what Slavin provides on a 
nightly basis when he’s on the ice. 

“I think you get to a point where you just expect it,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It doesn’t seem like he missed a beat.”  

Boston started the night on an emotional high retiring the No. 
22 of Willie O’Ree, the NHL’s first Black player, in a pregame 
ceremony.  

The Hurricanes had all the energy when the puck dropped, 
skating through Boston’s defenders with little resistance at 
times and capitalizing on the Bruins’ lackadaisical puck 
handling.  

“We just didn’t have it tonight and they were clearly much 
better than us,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said. “Everyone 
watching could tell they were more competitive in every area 
of the ice.” 

Both teams got boosts to their lineups, returning key 
defensemen off the COVID-19 list.  

For Boston, Matt Grezelcyk was back after a two-game 
absence, along with Connor Clifton. But it was Slavin’s return 
that had the biggest impact. 

Teravainen got Carolina on the board with his 11th goal of 
the season just 3:44 into the first period, ripping a snap shot 
into the net from the right faceoff circle off a feed from Slavin 
and Tony DeAngelo.  

Kotkaniemi added another goal less than three minutes later 
off feeds from Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter.  

The Bruins briefly stopped the bleeding after one of the 
Hurricanes’ few mistakes in the period.  

Svechnikov was called for interference on Boston’s Curtis 
Lazar and sent to the penalty box. Patrice Bergeron 
capitalized with his 12th goal of the season off assists from 
Charlie McAvoy and David Pastrnak.  

It ended Carolina’s streak of 35 consecutive penalty kills — 
one shy of their record — which dated back to early 
December.  

The Hurricanes bounced back 13 seconds later when Slavin 
pushed the cushion to 3-1 with his wrist shot in close. 

Then with under four minutes left in the opening period, 
Jarvis corralled an errant Bruins pass, broke free along the 
boards and fired a shot into the right side of the net past 
Rask.  

Just 56 seconds later, Jordan Martinook skated in hard, 
gathered a loose puck behind Boston’s net and flipped it to a 
cutting Stepan who put it away for the Hurricanes’ final goal 
of the period.  

REILLY, NECAS TO COVID LIST 

While the Bruins got back Grezelcyk, fellow defenseman 
Mike Reilly was added to the league’s COVID-19 list prior to 
the game. He joined defenseman Derek Forbort in the 
protocols.  

Carolina played without Martin Necas after he went on the 
list Monday.  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host the Rangers on Friday.  

Bruins: Host the Capitals Thursday.  
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus trendspotting every team from the past month 

By Kristen Shilton  

The NHL's 2021-22 season continues to see some shifts in 
the schedule due to COVID-19 postponements, but some 
teams have weathered the storm a bit better than others. 
What is the key takeaway from each team's play since mid-
December? We break it all down here, while unveiling the 
latest 1-32 rankings. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Jan. 12. Points percentages are 
through Tuesday's games. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.731 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Jan. 20), @ VAN (Jan. 21), @ 
SEA (Jan. 23), @ WPG (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Best in the business. The Panthers have spent 
the past month on easy mode, and it shows. Florida hasn't 
suffered a loss since Dec. 16, is averaging six (!) goals per 
game, has been perfect short-handed and is firing nearly 40 
shots on goal per game during that span. And there's no sign 
the Panthers will be slowing down. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.736 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Jan. 19), @ LA (Jan. 20), vs. MTL 
(Jan. 22), vs. CHI (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: It's Cale Makar's world ... and we're lucky to be 
living in it! No, really. The Avalanche have continued to 
stupefy teams with their explosive offense (hello, Mikko 
Rantanen!) but Makar's game has been a revelation for 
Colorado. The 23-year-old has serious swagger locking 
down the blue line and scoring highlight-reel goals. The total 
package. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Jan. 21), @ NJ (Jan. 22), vs. 
VGK (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Doin' it all (and doin' it well). It says something 
about the Hurricanes that a 6-0 loss to Columbus last week 
was the first time they've been shut out all season. Carolina's 
just consistently been that good. Even the dips can't dull its 
shine. Since mid-December, the Hurricanes boast the NHL's 

best power play and average over four goals per game, while 
limiting chances against. Onward, and upward. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.720 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Jan. 21), @ SJ (Jan. 22) 

Takeaway: Andrei Vasilevskiy, MVP. The Lightning have 
played more than anyone since mid-December and have 
four players that are in the top 12 in scoring. But it was 
getting Vasilevskiy back from COVID-19 protocols that 
seemed to solidify Tampa's game again. Vasilevskiy is top 
three in wins and save percentage since returning, and he 
helps the Lightning look lethal. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.708 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Jan. 19), @ NYI (Jan. 22) 

Takeaway: Late-game letdowns. Between COVID-19 
problems and provincial capacity restrictions, the Leafs have 
played only six games in 30 days. But it's clear lately Toronto 
has had a hard time finishing teams off. Multigoal leads 
against Colorado, Vegas and St. Louis all evaporated, and 
the Leafs failed to come out on top after being tied in the 
third period in Arizona. Toronto needs to work on its closing 
act. 

6. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.639 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Jan. 20), vs. WPG (Jan. 22), vs. 
ANA (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Boston's back, baby. Where have these Bruins 
been? As Tuukka Rask returns to the net, Boston's finally 
looking like its old self. The scoring is consistent (over four 
goals per game), while they've tightened up defensively, and 
the Bruins' stars are all aligned. Finally. 

7. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Jan. 20), @ WSH (Jan. 24), @ 
CAR (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Fortress frustrations forming. There's been no 
home-ice advantage for the Golden Knights lately. In the 
past month, Vegas is 2-4-2 at T-Mobile Arena, while going 
undefeated over that stretch on the road. It's a strange turn 
of events given the Golden Knights' home barn was once 
among the NHL's toughest buildings in which to play. Can it 
be again? 
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8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.692 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Jan. 19), @ CAR (Jan. 21), vs. 
ARI (Jan. 22), vs. LA (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Resiliency is real. The Rangers have a way of not 
getting rattled. At least not in the past month. Lose 5-1? 
Come back next game and win 4-1. Key players fall out of 
lineup? Depth scoring and better defense fill the void. In a 
challenging season for everyone, New York is standing out 
for how it's weathering the storm(s). 

9. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.671 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Jan. 21), vs. CHI (Jan. 22), vs. 
MTL (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Stay the course. Minnesota ended calendar year 
2021 in a slide, but thanks to balanced contributions (and a 
lighter schedule), the Wild have been rebounding nicely to 
recapture some of the magic that drove them through the 
early season. And Kirill Kaprizov seems to be coming into his 
own at just the right time for Minnesota. 

10. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.663 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Jan. 20), vs. OTT (Jan. 22), vs. 
VGK (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Hittin' the skids? Let's face it: Washington has 
been dominant all season. The team was due for some 
adversity. Now it's all about comeback season. The Capitals 
dropped five of their first six games in 2022, their worst 
stretch of the campaign by far, while averaging fewer than 
three goals per game. But as Washington gets healthy again, 
this midseason slump is likely to fade fast. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.671 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Jan. 20), @ CBJ (Jan. 21), vs. 
WPG (Jan. 23), vs. ARI (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Bend, don't break. The Penguins were flying high 
into 2022 ... then turbulence hit. How they navigate the 
bumps will tell us -- and them -- a lot. Louis Domingue has 
stepped up in net and Kris Letang is firing from the blue line, 
but Sidney Crosby has one goal since Dec. 10 and Kasperi 
Kapanen has gone ice cold. Time to pick it up. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.654 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Jan. 21), @ VAN (Jan. 23), @ 
CGY (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Crazy for Kyrou. Jordan Kyrou is having a 
moment. The forward was named to his first All-Star Game 
last week. He was the breakout performer in this season's 
Winter Classic. He's top 10 in league scoring over the past 

month. He's a threat seemingly every shift. And he's just 
darn fun to watch. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.622 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Jan. 20), vs. DET (Jan. 22), @ 
SEA (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Yes, they're for real. Are we still questioning 
whether the Predators could contend? Because the past 
month has shown positive signs in that respect. Juuse Saros 
is (still) underrated, Filip Forsberg (when not in COVID-19 
protocols) is playing into a major payday and Roman Josi 
anchors a blue line as well as anyone. The recent dip in 
results should be a blip on the radar. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.563 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Jan. 20), @ NJ (Jan. 23), @ NYR 
(Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Exceeding expectations. The Kings weren't 
jumping off the page early. That's changed in the past 
month. L.A. was on a 7-3-0 run (before running into Timo 
Meier's five-goal night on Monday), which was one of the 
league's best stretches. It quietly pushed the team into 
second place in the Pacific Division, and the Kings' overall 
success feels sustainable too, thanks to excellent 
goaltending and strong two-way play. 

15. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Jan. 22), vs. STL (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Is the honeymoon over? That long COVID-19 
pause took something out of the Flames. Darryl Sutter's 
once exceptionally stingy group has allowed more than four 
goals per game the past month and earned only two victories 
in their past six outings. Have they lost that loving feeling 
with Sutter's defense-first system? Or is this the inevitable 
come down from a hot start? Time will tell. 

16. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.550 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Jan. 20), vs. TB (Jan. 22) 

Takeaway: It's Timo time. The Sharks have had a good 
month overall. Timo Meier has had a great one. That stretch 
culminated in a five-goal performance against L.A. this week, 
but even before that Meier was locked in. His eight goals and 
16 points in 10 games is near the top of the league since 
mid-December, and he's helped carry the Sharks to an 
impressive early 2022. 

17. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.549 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Jan. 19), vs. TB (Jan. 21), @ 
BOS (Jan. 24) 
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Takeaway: Re-tooling ... or rebuilding? It has been an ugly 
month for Anaheim. COVID-19 absences undoubtedly 
played a role, but two wins in 10 games is poor no matter the 
justification. Has the magical run by these Ducks petered 
out? Or is this setback a temporary lapse? Giving up nearly 
four goals per game won't help them rebound. A return to full 
health -- with All-Star John Gibson back in net -- might help 
get them turned around. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Jan. 20), @ BOS (Jan. 22), @ 
PIT (Jan. 23), vs. FLA (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Riding the wave. The Jets are another Canadian 
club whose schedule has been stymied by provincial 
capacity restrictions. Plus, Winnipeg has faced its worst 
COVID-19 outbreak to date. You just might not know it from 
its results. Winnipeg won four of the first five games it played 
since mid-December, outscoring opponents 15-7 in those 
victories. And it looks like reinforcements are on the way too, 
in the form of Blake Wheeler skating again post-injury. 

19. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.528 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Jan. 20), @ DET (Jan. 21), @ PHI 
(Jan. 24), @ NJ (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Big drama in Big D. Rick Bowness isn't mincing 
words. Dallas has five wins in the last month, and its coach is 
calling out the team's competitiveness while admitting there 
are players he'd like to healthy scratch, if only he could. 
Bowness has even demoted top defenseman John Klingberg 
to try kick-starting his group. Will the strategies work long 
term? We'll see. 

20. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 21), vs. STL (Jan. 23), vs. 
EDM (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Rough road rules. The Canucks have basically 
spent the entire past month on the road. And while the team 
is still benefiting from its Bruce Boudreau bump, its results of 
late haven't been so consistent, particularly against top 
teams like Carolina, Florida and Tampa. Does Vancouver, 
with plenty of ground to gain in the Pacific, have what it takes 
to really compete in the playoff mix? 

21. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.543 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Jan. 20), vs. CGY (Jan. 22), @ 
VAN (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Everything is awful. Setting aside the COVID-19 
issues with which Edmonton has dealt -- because frankly, 
what team hasn't experienced that this season? -- it's painful 
watching the Oilers try to dig themselves out of this current 
state. Edmonton hasn't won a game in the past month, 
goaltender Mike Smith is injured again, Connor McDavid's 

been pushed to the second line and there's a growing sense 
of frustration over what Edmonton's front office can -- or will -
- do to patch the holes. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.513 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Jan. 21), @ NSH (Jan. 22) 

Takeaway: Slowdown in Motor City. The Red Wings entered 
December on a high, but lately they've hit some potholes. 
Detroit just hasn't been scoring much, or as often, as it was 
earlier, getting shut out twice in the past week alone. The 
Red Wings relied heavily on rookie Lucas Raymond all 
season, but he's registered just two goals since Dec. 1. The 
next few weeks will be pivotal. 

23. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 21), vs. TOR (Jan. 22), vs. 
PHI (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Up and runnin'. Don't look now, but the Islanders 
are turning a corner. They recently peeled off their first three-
game win streak of their season, won five of their past seven 
at the new UBS Arena digs, and the team finally has 
genuinely positive momentum. There's a lot of work left to 
do, but New York seems ready for the challenge. 

24. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.446 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Jan. 19), vs. CAR (Jan. 22), vs. 
LA (Jan. 23), vs. DAL (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: First goal wins. The Devils really, really need to 
score first (at least in this last month). When it hasn't, New 
Jersey isn't winning (0-4). When it does, outcomes are vastly 
improved (4-1-0). It's a tough mental spot to be in for a team, 
knowing the first goal of a game can seemingly have that 
much influence on the result. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.436 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Jan. 20), @ BUF (Jan. 22), vs. 
DAL (Jan. 24), @ NYI (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Better luck next year? If the past month has 
proven anything, it's that the Flyers will need a miracle to 
salvage their season. Eight straight losses going into 
Tuesday night was bad enough. Scoring more than two 
goals in only one of those games was worse. The fact that 
an eight-game skid wasn't even Philadelphia's longest of the 
season? Well then. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.486 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Jan. 20), vs. PIT (Jan. 21), vs. 
OTT (Jan. 23) 
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Takeaway: Stop the bleeding. The Blue Jackets played eight 
games in the past month, and in that span gave up the 
second-most goals in the league (36). A 9-2 loss to Florida 
prompted coach Brad Larsen to tell his players not to give up 
on themselves, or the season. Nearing the halfway point, 
Columbus has to figure out its defensive issues to salvage a 
potential playoff bid. 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.375 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Jan. 20), @ WSH (Jan. 22), @ 
CBJ (Jan. 23), vs. BUF (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Big break for Batherson. Ottawa has played four 
games so far in 2022, meaning there's a lot of ground for it to 
cover in the second half of this season. The man to help 
them do it? Drake Batherson. He's been the Senators' do-
everything player all season, and in their few recent outings 
as well, proving why he's a worthy first-time All-Star 
selection. If Ottawa manages any kind of push from here, no 
doubt it'll be led by Batherson. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.462 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Jan. 21), @ MIN (Jan. 22), @ 
COL (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: Flower Power prowess. The Blackhawks certainly 
fell in a rut over the past month, going 1-4-3 into early 
January. But then Marc-Andre Fleury returned from COVID-
19 protocols to save the day. Chicago's netminder settled in 
and reeled off a 4-0-1 run to get the Blackhawks back on 
track and feeling good, finally, for the new year. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.342 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 20), vs. STL (Jan. 21), vs. FLA 
(Jan. 23), vs. NSH (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Keep pointing fingers. The Kraken have had an 
underwhelming start and a difficult past month (at 1-7-1). 
Whose fault is it that Seattle's been so sub-par? Well, take 

your pick. Lately, criticism has fallen on head coach Dave 
Hakstol, poor work in the expansion draft by GM Ron 
Francis, a dearth of scoring, consistently weak goaltending 
and more. Placing blame won't help Seattle get rolling, 
though. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.397 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Jan. 20), vs. PHI (Jan. 22), @ 
OTT (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Growing goaltender graveyard. It's difficult to win 
games without good goaltending. It's even harder without 
anyone healthy enough to play the position. The Sabres 
have watched one goalie after another go down with injury 
during the past month, and only putting up about two goals 
per game hasn't helped take the pressure off whoever is in 
net. Buffalo needs a boost on both ends, badly. After a 43-
save performance, is Michael Houser the answer in goal? 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.297 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Jan. 19), @ NYI (Jan. 21), @ NYR 
(Jan. 22), @ PIT (Jan. 25) 

Takeaway: Vejmelka on the verge. The Coyotes don't win a 
ton of games, but they do get some solid goaltending. Karel 
Vejmelka stole a victory for Arizona over the Maple Leafs last 
week, and he has been a steady presence this past month 
as the Coyotes keep battling for consistency. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.276 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Jan. 20), @ COL (Jan. 22), @ 
MIN (Jan. 24) 

Takeaway: One right move. The best thing Montreal did this 
past month was hire Chantal Machabée as its vice president 
of communication. The first six games it played in 2022 
between COVID-19 issues and capacity restrictions resulted 
in no other victories.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veteran Tuukka Rask pulled in second start as Boston Bruins 'had nothing' in 7-1 home 
loss 
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BOSTON -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored twice during 
Carolina's five-goal first period, Jaccob Slavin added a goal 
and two assists after a two-game absence and the 
Hurricanes snapped the Boston Bruins' five-game winning 
streak with a 7-1 victory Tuesday night. 

Teuvo Teravainen, Seth Jarvis, Derek Stepan and Andrei 
Svechnikov also scored for the Hurricanes, who have won 
two straight, seven of nine and are flexing their muscle 
across the Eastern Conference as the league heads into the 
All-Star break. 

"We had nothing. They were clearly better than us in every 
area," Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said. "We weren't 
competitive ... and we paid the price." 

But as powerful a display as the road team put on at TD 
Garden, Tuesday's story was more about the home team's 
goaltender. 

The Hurricanes' early barrage caused the Bruins to pull 
Tuukka Rask in favor of Linus Ullmark after Rask allowed 
five goals on 12 shots in the first period. It marked the first 
time Boston had allowed five goals in the opening period 
since March 3, 2008, at Washington. 

"There was purpose in what we were trying to do, and listen, 
we scored on our chances," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Everything we did right early, went in the 
net, which is nice. And that doesn't happen often." 

Rask signed with the team earlier this month after a lengthy 
absence and offseason surgery. He made his season debut 
last week, and has kept up with the Bruins' streak, but looked 

rusty against a team that has balanced scoring across their 
four lines. 

Cassidy, though, did not point blame toward his veteran 
goaltender, the franchise's all-time winningest netminder. 
Instead, he spoke more about his skaters. 

"We didn't do a very good job in front of him," he said. 

After dressing as a backup the night before, Rask started 
against the Philadelphia Flyers last week at home, posting a 
3-2 victory in which he stopped 25 shots. 

"One thing you learn over the years: you're never as bad or 
as good as you think," Rask said. 

Ullmark had to play the rest of the way for Boston vs. 
Carolina, though, stopping 20 shots. Patrice Bergeron had 
the lone goal for the Bruins, who were 1 of 5 on power plays. 

How the team performed overall against an elite Eastern 
Conference foe was clearly where Cassidy wanted to dwell 
in his postgame media availability, despite many questions 
about his goaltenders. The coach, in fact, mentioned that his 
club would have needed an "unbelievable" performance from 
Rask to compete. And "that's an unfair ask," he said. 

The six-goal loss was Boston's worst of the season, and 
Carolina goaltender Frederik Andersen made matters worse 
by stopping 31 shots. The win for Andersen, a free-agent 
acquisition this offseason, was his 20th in 26 starts. 

"You're going to have these games once in a while," 
Brind'Amour said. "It's rare, but it happens. Obviously, we 
love the result."
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Quick Whistles: Andrei Svechnikov Back on Track, Hurricanes’ Best Defensive Pairings, 
and John Klingberg? 

By Brett Finger  

Andrei Svechnikov got off to a remarkable start to the 2021-
22 season. 

A two-goal, three-point opening night performance kicked off 
a torrent offensive pace through the first five weeks, 
accumulating seven goals and 18 points in 14 games and 
setting himself up for a real breakout year after what was, 
from all accounts, a disappointing 2020-21 season. 

As has been the case for much of his young NHL career, the 
thing that held Svechnikov back was an extended cold spell 
offensively. In the 12 games following his 14-game run, he 
scored just two goals and added a single assist. 

Ups and downs have been a common theme so far for 
Svechnikov, and again, he broke his slump and has returned 
to north-of-point-per-game production since the beginning of 
2022. 

Over his last six games, he has scored three goals and 
added four assists. Puck luck is turning in his favor again, 
and when that happens, the Hurricanes are a significantly 
more dangerous team. 

As of late, his success has come on a line with Vincent 
Trocheck and Martin Necas. That trio scored twice in less 
than four minutes early in the second period of Carolina’s 4-1 
win over the Canucks on Saturday. 

While Seth Jarvis has established himself as a great fit with 
Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, Svechnikov and 
Necas have combined with Trocheck to round out a top-six 
with tremendous upside. 

Through it all, Svechnikov has constantly proved that, even 
when he isn’t racking up points, he is a constant source of 
high-danger scoring chances. According to Corey Sznajder’s 
2021-22 tracking, Svechnikov has generated the third-most 
high-danger shot assists/60 at 5-on-5 among all NHL 
forwards, only trailing established superstars Johnny 
Gaudreau and Connor McDavid. 

He is an elite offensive player both at 5-on-5 and on the 
power play, and it’s not just because of his shot. Though, 
Svechnikov is scoring at his individual expected goal rate at 
5-on-5 for just the second time in his career. 

Svechnikov leads all Hurricanes forwards in 5-on-5 on-ice 
expected goals for at 24.89. 

He has experienced a sizeable jump in his on-ice metrics this 
season compared to last, especially in his play at 5-on-5. He 
was already a top-tier offensive generator, but his defense is 
slowly rebounding. There is still a lot of work that needs to be 
done in that area, but improving his finishing rate will help 
him in a big way. If he could even get himself to slightly 

below league-average in on-ice finishing, he would probably 
be a top-ten forward in the league. 

Of course, the most annoying aspect of his game continues 
to be his rampant minor penalty problems. There is an 
argument to be made about how he is officiated compared to 
a lot of other top players, but the fact remains that he is still 
too loose with his stick in the defensive zone, and it often 
leads to trips and hooks. His penalty rate has gotten even 
more troublesome this season, and that takes a toll on his 
ice time and his ability to be out there as much as he should 
be. It hurts him and the team. 

On the whole, it’s promising to see some scoring touch 
coming back to his game as of late. It’s crazy to think that he 
is still just 21 years old despite having so much experience at 
the NHL level. 

Best Defensive Pairings  

Last week, we took a long look at the Hurricanes’ best-
performing forwards lines this season. Today, we’re shifting 
our focus to the blue line. 

While there were some surprises up front, the results we see 
from the d-pairings are more straightforward and expected. 

Hurricanes Defensive Pairings 2021-22 

Pairing
s 

TOI 
CF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF
% 

GF/
60 

GA/
60 

xGF
% 

xGF/
60 

xGA/
60 

Skjei-
Pesce 

327.
6 

53.
9 

2
0 

15 
57.
1 

3.66 2.75 52.2 3 2.75 

Slavin-
Bear 

208 
56.
2 

1
2 

6 
66.
7 

3.46 1.73 54.2 2.77 2.34 

Slavin-
DeAng
elo 

177.
4 

53.
3 

9 6 60 3.04 2.03 55 3.18 2.6 

Slavin-
Cole 

130.
7 

61.
4 

7 7 50 3.21 3.21 61.9 3.21 1.97 

Cole-
DeAng
elo 

123.
2 

55.
7 

1
0 

3 
76.
9 

4.87 1.46 51 2.53 2.44 

Cole-
Smith 

101.
1 

57.
6 

2 3 40 1.19 1.78 57.6 2.02 1.48 
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Pairing
s 

TOI 
CF
% 

G
F 

G
A 

GF
% 

GF/
60 

GA/
60 

xGF
% 

xGF/
60 

xGA/
60 

Skjei-
DeAng
elo 

80.6 
51.
1 

5 2 
71.
4 

3.72 1.49 42.3 3.05 4.17 

Skjei-
Chatfiel
d 

80.2 
54.
7 

4 2 
66.
7 

2.99 1.5 68.1 3.67 1.72 

Cole-
Bear 

72 
59.
4 

4 3 
57.
1 

3.33 2.5 57.1 3.33 2.5 

Smith-
Bear 

62.7 
52.
4 

1 4 20 0.96 3.83 20 3.83 3.83 

The Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce pairing has been the lone 
staple among Carolina’s d-corps. Aided by Skjei’s surprising 
offensive outburst as of late, their offensive numbers have 
been rising year-over-year, but they are still getting out-
performed by their teammates defensively, though matchups 
do play a role in that. 

The most shocking revelation from this list is how well Skjei 
played with Jalen Chatfield. A 68.1% expected goals-for rate 
across 80 minutes is awe-inspiring, and Skjei’s underlying 
numbers were at their best with Chatfield. 

Jaccob Slavin has bounced around a lot, which I wrote would 
likely be the case before the season started. His best results 
have come with Ethan Bear in terms of real production. That 
duo was used a lot at the beginning of the year, and they 
doubled their opponents in 5-on-5 goals. 

Bear’s stint on the COVID list has seemingly derailed an 
extremely promising start to the season. Since coming back, 
he hasn’t looked the same, which is a real shame given how 
well he and Slavin meshed. 

Since then, we’ve seen more of Slavin and Tony DeAngelo, 
and the results have been mostly good. They’ve been a fair 
bit weaker defensively, but that has been made up for in 
more offensive chance generation thanks to DeAngelo’s 
high-end skill and ability to work around the offensive zone. 

Slavin and Cole were used in tandem for a time, mainly 
during the team’s COVID issues. Their metrics were 
outstanding, but the actual results didn’t follow. That pairing 
allowed more goals than the Slavin-Bear pairing despite 
playing 70 fewer minutes, but their expected values were 
better. 

You can look to goaltending and matchups to help explain 
that one. 

Cole has played almost identical minutes with DeAngelo. 
That, again, was mainly at the beginning of the season, and 
they feasted on weaker matchups to the tune of a +7 goal 
differential. They were an excellent combination. 

I believe the team was at its best when they rolled Slavin-
Bear, Skjei-Pesce, and Cole-DeAngelo while bumping 

DeAngelo up when the opportunity presented itself 
offensively. The numbers back that up, but Bear’s COVID 
bout and its lingering effects on his game threw a wrench 
into that setup. 

The Hurricanes have sorted things out nicely, though. We’ve 
seen that there is a great deal of flexibility in the lineup, and 
a lot of praise should be heading Slavin’s way as a result. He 
has had a rotating door of d-partners this season and has 
stepped up in a big way. 

John? Klingberg? 

Alright, so this is interesting. 

Throughout this season, there have been reports about the 
future of Dallas Stars defenseman John Klingberg. The big 
right-handed defenseman has been in the rumor mill, and the 
Hurricanes are constantly brought up as a favorite to land 
him as recently as today, according to Jeff Marek and Elliotte 
Friedman. 

This is puzzling for many reasons. 

For starters, Carolina boasts a deep blue line. Bear had a 
great start to the season, and DeAngelo could end up being 
in the top-10 or so of all NHL defensemen in scoring this 
season. Cole has been mostly solid in a depth role, and 
Brenden Smith has been surprisingly competent when called 
upon. 

Beyond that top-six, we’ve seen the likes of Chatfield, 
Maxime Lajoie, and now Joey Keene come up and do more 
than hold their own at the NHL level. 

So, where would Klingberg even fit on this team? 

His game revolves around offense, but he has been steadily 
declining over the last three seasons. 

He has gone from being one of the most potent offensive 
defensemen in the league to a slightly above average 
producer from the back end with horrible defensive numbers. 
He is a right-shot defender who is set to hit unrestricted free 
agency this offseason, and he will turn 30 before the start of 
the 2022-23 season. 

There is then the obvious issue of his $4.3 million cap hit on 
a team at the ceiling. 

If acquired, he will be one of three right-handed defensemen 
scheduled to hit free agency this offseason, joining DeAngelo 
and Bear. They are both pending restricted free agents with 
arbitration rights. 

If the goal here is to add depth for a playoff run, I suppose 
that does make sense, but that’s quite a target for a depth 
role. 

Whenever the Hurricanes get into these kinds of rumors, it’s 
safe to assume that they aren’t just thinking about this 
season, which leads to speculation about what their plans 
are this upcoming offseason. 

I have a hard time agreeing with any notion that they should 
move on from Bear. Yes, he has not been the same player 
since returning from the COVID list, but you’re then throwing 
out how well he played before that and how well he played in 
his last year in Edmonton. He’s also just 24 years old. 
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DeAngelo has been fantastic offensively, much better than 
Klingberg has been over the last two seasons. So barring 
something negative happening, I can’t imagine that they view 
Klingberg as an upgrade there, either. 

Based on on-ice performance, I’d consider both Bear and 
DeAngelo as better bets moving forward, so Klingberg 
doesn’t strike me as sensible addition in the long-term. On 
the other hand, perhaps the team is just simply focusing on 

this year, and if Bear continues to struggle to regain his form, 
Klingberg could give them a good safety net. 

I’m never against adding talent to a good team, but there’s 
something weird about this one. If they weren’t willing to give 
Dougie Hamilton a long-term deal, it would be surprising that 
they’d be willing to do it with Klingberg, even if his cap hit will 
come in a bit lower. If the goal is to push your chips in for this 
season, it does make more sense. 

Either way, these reports are intriguing. 

 

Canes rout Bruins thanks to offensive explosion 

By Ryan Henkel  

It was another night of stocking up on highlight reels as the 
Carolina Hurricanes man-handled the Boston Bruins for 60 
minutes, beating them in every facet of the game. 

Seven goals scored, ten players on the scoresheet, six 
players with multi-point outings and one goaltender with a 31 
save performance were just some of the eyebrow raising 
stats from the night. 

In his first game out of COVID protocol, Jaccob Slavin was 
by far Canes’ best player as he registered a goal and two 
assists in a team high 22:30 of ice time.  

It’s a mystery why he wasn’t named to the NHL All-Star 
game and it will be even more of a mystery if he doesn’t get 
considerable Norris buzz later in the year as he’s such a 
crucial part to the Hurricanes’ overall success. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi was another standout as he continued to 
impress, picking up two goals tonight for ten points in his last 
ten games, including the game winner and the most pivotal 
goal of the game.  

And not to be lost in the offense was Frederik Andersen, who 
stopped 31 shots, making seven high-danger saves 
according to NaturalStatTrick.com and saving 1.71 goals 
above expected according to MoneyPuck.com.  

So now that the highlights have been hit, let’s take a quick 
look through all eight goals of action from the game. 

Teuvo Teravainen got the game going early — just 3:44 into 
the game — as he one-timed an excellent feed from Jaccob 
Slavin past Tuuka Rask. 

Then it was Jesperi Kotkaniemi parked in front and cleaning 
up the rebound after he had maintained puck possession 

with a strong solo effort while the Hurricanes got a line 
change.  

The Bruins would cut the lead in half as Patrice Bergeron 
had the puck deflect off of his left skate and in on the power 
play — snapping the Canes’ streak of 35 straight kills— but 
just 13 seconds after that, Kotkaniemi picked up his second 
of the night with a tip in front off a Slavin shot. 

It was that quick response goal that left the Bruins deflated 
and set up the Hurricanes to runaway with the game. 

Seth Jarvis joined in on the fun as he used his speed to blow 
past a Bruin’s defender, took it to the net and then chipped 
the puck against the grain past a sliding Rask. 

And then the electric first period was capped off by a Derek 
Stepan goal from the slot as he slammed home a behind-
the-net feed from Jordan Martinook. 

Five goals in twenty minutes for the Hurricanes. Game set 
match. 

But the team did have to play 40 more minutes as the Bruins 
did not just concede. 

The second period saw a stalemate period, with Boston 
pushing a bit harder, but Andersen showed why he’s an All-
Star this year. 

Then third period saw two more goals added to the total for 
the Canes, both on the power play. One by Slavin on a snipe 
top corner and the next by Andrei Svechnikov cleaning up a 
loose puck near the net. 

The Hurricanes will now return home to PNC Arena to host 
division rival, New York Rangers, Friday at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Stepan, Slavin, Jarvis talk Canes’ big win in Boston 
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By Alec Sawyer and Ryan Henkel  

Wow. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a mightily impressive win 
Tuesday night in Boston, dominating the Bruins from start to 
finish on the way to a 7-1 route in the TD Garden.  

The Canes, who have now scored seven goals in both of 
their road games in 2022, piled it on from the start, scoring 
five goals in the opening period to jump out to the big early 
lead.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored two of those first-period goals, 
with Teuvo Teravainen, Derek Stepan and Seth Jarvis 
scoring the others. Jaccob Slavin and Andrei Svechnikov 
added goals in the third period, as the Hurricanes put a 
beating on the Bruins.  

Six different players had multi-point games for the Canes, led 
by three points a piece from Slavin and defensive partner 
Tony DeAngelo.  

Following the massive win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Stepan, Slavin and Jarvis spoke with members of the media 
via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if he is no longer surprised by what Jaccob Slavin can do: 
No. I think you get to a point where you just expect it. I 
mentioned it this morning that you kind of take for granted 
what he can do. He’d been out for a few days there and 
wasn’t able to do anything, but it doesn’t look like he missed 
a beat. Special player, special person. It’s great to have him. 

On killing off the five-on-three in the middle frame: It’s 
tough… it’s not tough, I’ll take being up 5-1 any day, but 
you’re just trying to get through it and not have that happen. 
Where you give them any type of momentum. Obviously on a 
five-on-three. Guys came up big, did a great job on that. It 
kind of, I don’t want to say put the game away, but it certainly 
made it a lot easier. 

On the common denominator in the first period success 
being going to the net: Obviously, that’s where the puck has 
to go to get in the net, but I think there was a purpose in what 
we were trying to do. Listen, we scored on our chances. It 
doesn’t happen a lot. A lot of the time, you’ll have that exact 
same period and be down 1-0. It’s just the way it works. We 
were able to capitalize and everything we did seemed to go 
in the net, which was nice. We’ll take it for sure because it 
doesn’t happen very often. 

On how much easier Jaccob Slavin makes his job: I’ve got to 
come up with some new words to describe him or his impact 
on our team because he does everything. You get him out 
there to defend against the best players, okay, check. You 
want him to score and provide offense and he can do that 
too. And then you need him to log a lot of minutes and he 
can do that. Every situation he can do. Check, check, check.  

On having one of their best games in response to one of 
their worst just a few days ago: I think we made more of that 
when we came back in the last one and played pretty well. 
You’re going to have one of these nights every once in a 

while where everything we shoot goes in. It happened 
against us against Columbus where every chance we gave 
up was all of a sudden in the net. It happens. It’s rare, but it 
happens. I think the response really from me was the next 
game we played. This was just a good follow up. Continued 
to play, looked a little more in rhythm. Getting more into a 
flow. Obviously, I loved the result. 

Derek Stepan 

On the exchange today between Vincent Trocheck and Brad 
Marchand and on if that fired them up a little bit: No. I think 
our mindset coming into the game was in the right spot in the 
beginning. I don’t think any of that stuff added to the fire at 
all. 

On if this was the most complete game they’ve played: I 
think we had some early on, too, but this was one of the 
good ones right from the start of the game. We did the things 
we wanted to. That’s what we need on a consistent basis. 
Nothing changes going into the next one. 

On getting to the front of the net: I think every single night it’s 
important to be there. When you look around the league, 
that’s where the goals are scored. It takes hard work to get 
there, but a lot of times when you do you get rewarded.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On not having any rust: It’s easy when the team plays that 
well to step back into it and play simple and the way that I 
can play. Use my strengths and let guys do the work. It was 
an easy game to come back to with how hard the guys 
competed.  

On the fast start: We’ve had some rough starts this year, 
especially the past little bit. A lot of our focus has been on 
making sure we’re getting off to a good start and not getting 
behind in games. Everyone’s mindset was that way going 
into it. Guys are keeping it simple but working hard. I think a 
perfect example is the Stepan goal with [Jordan Martinook] 
going hard on the forecheck, winning the puck battle and 
Stepan being there. That speaks volumes to how hard our 
forwards work and our mindset as a team. 

On the penalty kill bouncing back after finally giving up a 
goal: The penalty kill is something we take pride in. 
Obviously we’ve got great forwards who are smart and can 
kill with great sticks and good reads. As a D corps, it’s 
definitely something we take pride in. We need to do a job 
whenever we go a man down. And obviously you can’t have 
a good kill without a good goaltender, and Freddie plays a 
huge part in that too. Freddie and [Antti Raanta]. That’s huge 
to be able to have someone back there in the crease that if 
there are breakdowns, he has our back. It’s something we 
take pride in. 

On having Tony DeAngelo on the blue line this year 
contributing offensively: It’s awesome. Obviously we had 
Dougie [Hamilton] last year, and Dougie was that guy that 
got a lot of points. [DeAngelo] has stepped in and done a 
great job. He’s an awesome player. It’s great to have that 
point production from the back end. And obviously 
[DeAngelo] and I have been playing great together and are 
continuing to build that chemistry together. But it’s awesome. 
Giving him the puck is never a bad option. 
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On his offensive production this season and on if there’s 
anything he’s doing differently: I went down five in my flex I 
guess, if you want to say that. But no, nothing too crazy. I’m 
just trying to shoot a little bit more, but also just trying to find 
open guys and find those passing lanes. I’m just trying to 
keep it simple for the most part by getting pucks to the net.  

On how special this night was with the Willie O’Ree 
ceremony and big win: It’s a special night. Obviously the 
ceremony was beautiful, and it’s awesome for Willie to have 
his number up in the rafters. That’s huge for the league, 
huge for the Boston organization. But as a team for us to go 
out and play the way we did was huge. It’s another two 
points, and we’ve just got to keep chugging along. 

Seth Jarvis 

On if it’s hard to stick with their game when they’re up so 
much: I think it could be, but we have such great leaders on 
the ice and [Brind’Amour] behind the bench, and he’s not 
letting that slide. He came in after the first and obviously you 
could be relaxed, laid back about having a 5-1 lead, but he 
came in and told us to forget about the period and that we 
had another one to go after. Obviously in this league you 
can’t really take a breath because every team can score and 
get back in that game. But our leaders on the ice and behind 
the bench really keep us in check.  

On using his speed to score and on getting contributions 
throughout the lineup; That’s the key to winning, being able 
to get contributions from every line and even the D-men. Our 
D-men played a great game today, and so did every line. We 
all contributed in different ways. And yeah, I guess racing 
[Steven Lorentz] got me prepared for that one. 

On the exchange today between Vincent Trocheck and Brad 
Marchand and on if that fired them up a little bit: I didn’t. I 
heard guys talking about it, but I didn’t really care. We have a 
job to do. I love [Trocheck] and the way he plays and carries 
himself. So, I’m gonna back him regardless.  

On playing hard for 60 minutes and on how hard that makes 
it on other teams: It’s just about kind of killing their hope. I 
think when you play that consistent hard game from the first 
puck drop to the final buzzer, I think throughout the game it 
just kind of wears on them. At some point they say ‘uncle,’ 
and that’s when you really pour it on them. 

On Slavin’s abilities: I’m gonna be honest, before I got to 
Carolina I had never really watched too many Hurricanes 
games. It’s tough to watch on the west coast. He is criminally 
underrated. He is so good. Everyone is lucky to watch him 
on a daily basis, especially our fans. He’s special. He’s a 
special player. He’s someone that really drives our team 
from the back end. 
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Frederik Andersen, Sebastian Aho leading way for surging Canes 

By Rachel Umbach 

Between COVID-19 protocols, injuries and call-ups, it’s been 
an interesting past few months for the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Consistently staying towards the top of the standings, the 25-
8-2 Canes have proven themselves to be resilient despite 
the obstacles placed against them. Let’s take a look at some 
of these hurdles, along with some other key takeaways from 
the first few months of the 2021-22 NHL season.  

Frederik Andersen’s great play in the net 

It’s no secret that the Hurricanes goaltending has been 
stellar this year, largely thanks to newcomer Frederik 
Andersen who was signed from the Toronto Maple Leafs this 
past offseason. 

Selected as one of three representatives in this year’s All-
Star Game, joining head coach Rod Brind'amour along with 
center Sebastian Aho, Andersen has posted a .928 save 
percentage through 25 games including 19 wins and one 
shutout. 

In Vegas, put your money on Fred 
pic.twitter.com/iSY1jK6pKx 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 14, 2022 

Though he allowed four goals in the Hurricanes’ recent 6-0 
loss to the Columbus Blue Jackets, Andersen has stayed 
strong in the net and bounced back against the Vancouver 
Canucks, allowing just one goal while facing 31 shots. 

With numerous other injuries regarding goaltending 
throughout the rest of the organization, Andersen has been 
one player the Canes have been able to rely on in that 
position, an incredibly important task as the fight for the 
Metro continues on. 

Sebastian Aho leading the offensive attack 

Aho will be the other Hurricane representative in Las Vegas 
for this season’s All-Star Game.  

Despite making an appearance on COVID-19 protocols back 
in December, he still leads the team in goals, with 16, and 
points, with 38, through just 32 games. 

Right wing Andrei Svechnikov is in second in both those 
categories with 12 goals of his own, but he still sits 10 points 
down compared to Aho with just 28.  

Aho ended 2021 with a six-game, multi-point streak totaling 
five goals and 14 points in that time span. This included the 
Hurricanes' Canadian road trip towards the middle of the 
month and a short hiatus due to COVID-19. 

A crucial part of the Canes’ offense, Aho makes a huge 
difference anytime he’s on the ice. 

Call-ups and COVID-19 

Like much of the rest of the league, the Hurricanes have had 
their fair share of COVID-19 troubles.  

With so many players entering the protocol at one point, the 
Canes had to host the Detroit Red Wings back on Dec. 16 
down two skaters, leading to a huge 5-3 win. 

Right wing Stefan Noesen and centers Andrew Poturalski 
and Jack Drury were all called up for the following two 
games, each playing a large part in keeping the Hurricanes’ 
positive season afloat. 

Of note was Drury’s two goals in two games and Poturalski’s 
two assists.  

Jack Drury2 games, 2 goals pic.twitter.com/KhNhec2SM4 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) December 19, 2021 

Center Seth Jarvis also made his NHL debut back on 
Halloween and has now notched six goals and nine assists 
in 26 games played, proving to be another impactful call-up 
for Carolina this season.  

As for goaltending, despite Andersen’s success, call-ups 
have also made a huge impact in this position with the injury 
to backup goaltender Antti Raanta. Alex Lyon has made his 
way up and down between the AHL and NHL the past few 
months and just recently Jack LaFontaine has made the 
jump from college to the big league.  

The #Canes have signed Jack LaFontaine, the reigning Mike 
Richter Award winner, to an Entry-Level Contract 
https://t.co/1vPamYbdoW 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 9, 2022 

There have been a few hiccups the past few months, but the 
strength of the Hurricanes’ farm system and the impact of 
recent call ups have played a big part in the Canes’ success 
as of late.  

On the road  

One other fact worth mentioning is, the Canes have only 
played one road game in the past 36 days. Their long road 
trip back in late December was cut short due to the number 
of players entering COVID-19 protocols and other than an 
away game in Columbus, Ohio to start the new year, the last 
four other road games have been postponed due to either 
COVID-19 protocols or attendance restrictions.  

While the Canes have mostly been exceptional at home, and 
their last road game was an excellent come-from-behind win 
over the Columbus Blue Jackets, the questions still remain, 
how will the Hurricanes perform on the road in these next 
few away matchups, and how will those previously 
postponed games be made up later this season?  

Looking ahead 
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The Hurricanes are set to play the Bruins in Boston on Jan. 
18 before returning to Raleigh to host the Rangers, the lone 
team ahead of them in the Metropolitan standings Friday, 

Jan. 21. They’ll round out this coming weekend with a quick 
trip to New Jersey to play the Devils on Saturday, Jan. 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keane returns to Wolves; Leivo goes 

The Chicago Wolves announced Tuesday that defenseman 
Joey Keane has been reassigned to the team on loan from 
the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes while forward Josh Leivo has 
been recalled from loan. 

Keane, 22, was recalled from loan Friday and played 13 
minutes and 38 seconds for the Hurricanes Saturday in their 
4-1 victory over the Vancouver Canucks. The game marked 
the Homer Glen, Illinois, native’s second career NHL 
appearance. Keane also paces all Wolves defensemen in 
scoring with 15 points (3G, 12A) in 29 games. 

Leivo, 28, earned the American Hockey League’s Player of 
the Month for December after piling up 14 points (4G, 10A) in 
six games. For the season, the Innisfil, Ontario, native owns 

19 points (6G, 13A) in 20 appearances for the Wolves. Leivo 
boasts 210 games, 37 goals and 38 assists on his NHL 
resume, which includes three games and one assist for the 
Hurricanes this season. 

The Western Conference’s top team wraps up its five-game 
road trip with 2 p.m. games Saturday and Sunday at second-
place Manitoba. The Wolves return to Allstate Arena for 
home games on Jan. 26, 28 and 29, which features the 
Chicago Mid-Winter Classic, presented by Planet Fitness, on 
Saturday, Jan. 29, vs. Rockford. For the best ticket deals, 
contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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The Healthcare Heroes jerseys 

HEALTHCARE HEROES JERSEYS FOR LOCAL 
CHARITIES 

With their 24-6-2-1 record, the Chicago Wolves are off to the 
best start in their 28-season history. Now comes a great 
opportunity to own a commemorative jersey worn by the best 
players in the American Hockey League’s Western 
Conference — and benefit some great causes at the same 
time. 

The Wolves will wear special Healthcare Heroes jerseys, 
presented by Turtle Wax, during their home games on 
Friday, Jan. 28, and Saturday, Jan. 29. All of the jerseys will 
be available via auction and raffle with proceeds helping 
Chicago Wolves Charities (driven by Kia) and three local 
healthcare-related charities: NAMI Illinois, the Illinois 
Association of School Nurses, and the Chicago chapter of 
the National Black Nurses Association. There are three ways 
to acquire one of these game-worn, autographed jerseys: 

1) BLIND AUCTIONS for six jerseys — those belonging to 
forwards Jack Drury and Ryan Suzuki, defensemen Josh 
Jacobs and Max Lajoie and mascot Skates as well as a 
jersey autographed by the whole team — open Wednesday 
right here. Fans also can place bids (minimum $250) at the 
Jan. 28-29 games. Bidding closes at noon on Monday, Jan. 
31. 

2) One of captain Andrew Poturalski’s jerseys will be 
available exclusively through the GOLDEN TICKET RAFFLE 
that opens Thursday. Only 50 tickets will be sold at $50 
apiece, so you have a 1-in-50 shot to win the jersey for the 
AHL’s leading scorer in all categories. Get your ticket at 
ChicagoWolvesStore.com/Charity. 

3) SILENT AUCTIONS for all jerseys (players, coaches and 
Wolves icons such as Wendell Young, Wayne Messmer and 
Bill Gardner) will be held at the Jan. 28-29 games near the 
Chicago Wolves Charities table behind Section 105. Bidding 
concludes at the end of the second intermission on Saturday, 
Jan. 29. 

ALMOST TIME FOR THE CHICAGO MID-WINTER 
CLASSIC! 

Get ready for the Chicago Mid-Winter Classic, presented by 
Planet Fitness. On Saturday, Jan. 29, the Wolves host the 
Rockford IceHogs for the next chapter in one of the closest 
rivalries in professional sports. Since they started playing in 
October 2007, the Wolves have won 82 regular-season 
games and the IceHogs have won 81. 

The first 5,000 fans to enter Allstate Arena receive a Wolves 
Rally Towel, courtesy of Planet Fitness. Pick your seats at 
Ticketmaster.com. 

CRAFT BEER NIGHTS 

The next two Chicago Wolves’ home games are Craft Beer 
Nights, but there won’t be another one until March 2. That’s 
why you need to get to Allstate on Wednesday, Jan. 26, or 
Friday, Jan. 28, to enjoy the Craft Beer Package that 
features one game ticket, three craft beers and one exclusive 
Craft Beer Night T-shirt for one low price! To get your Craft 
Beer Package today, either click here or email a Wolves 

ticket representative directly at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

WHEN ARE THE NEXT GIVEAWAYS? 

Who’s ready to grab a great giveaway at a Wolves game? 
Circle your calendars for March 5 and April 9. On Saturday, 
March 5, it’s Wolves Snow Globe Giveaway Night courtesy 
of Jewel. Don’t forget to bring your blades for the free 
postgame skate, presented by Chicagoland Jiffy Lube. On 
Saturday, April 9, get to Allstate Arena early for the Wolves 
Goalie Mask Bank Giveaway, courtesy of My50 Chicago. 

TOP LINE 

ANDREW POTURALSKI 

The top three spots on the AHL’s scoring list are occupied by 
the Wolves — starting with their captain. Poturalski stacked 
up 3 goals and 4 assists in four games to move to the top of 
the AHL charts for goals (18), assists (29) and points (47). 
He’s on pace to score 114 points this season, which would 
be the AHL’s highest total since Chicago’s Jason Krog 
scored 112 points in 2007-08 on his way to the MVP. 

STEFAN NOESEN 

If you think Poturalski is on a run, get a look at Noesen. He 
rolled up 5 goals and 3 assists in four games last week, 
which means he owns 12 goals and 8 assists in his last 10 
games. Noesen shares the AHL lead in goals (18) with 
Poturalski and Rochester’s Michael Mersch and owns sole 
possession of second place in points with 37. He also leads 
the AHL with 6 game-winning goals. 

C.J. SMITH 

Moving up to No. 3 on the AHL point charts is forward C.J. 
Smith, who produced 2 goals and 3 assists in four games 
last week. The Des Moines native posted one goal and one 
assist in front of his family Friday night in Iowa, then rolled up 
one goal and two assists as part of the Wolves’ 5-3 victory 
Monday at Rockford. He owns 12 goals and 24 assists in 31 
games this year. 

REWIND (2-1-1-0) 

MONDAY, JAN. 17: CHICAGO 5, (AT) ROCKFORD 3 

 The Wolves scored four goals in a six-minute, 27-
second stretch of the second period to transform a 
2-1 deficit into a permanent lead during a Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day matinee. 

 Forward Stefan Noesen produced two goals and 
one assist while captain Andrew Poturalski and C.J. 
Smith notched one goal and two assists. Forward 
David Gust also scored for the Wolves. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon stopped 15 shots as the 
Wolves outshot the IceHogs 45-18. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 15: (AT) IOWA 3, CHICAGO 2 (OT) 

 After being stonewalled for the first 54 minutes by 
Iowa goaltender Hunter Jones, the Wolves broke 
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through with two goals in 86 seconds to ensure a 
point at Wells Fargo Arena. 

 Forwards Stefan Noesen and David Gust scored 
during the third-period rally. For Noesen, it marked 
his 10th goal in his last eight games. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon notched 26 saves. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 14: (AT) IOWA 4, CHICAGO 3 

 The Wolves fought back from a two-goal deficit to 
forge a tie in the third period, but Iowa’s Nick 
Swaney posted a shorthanded goal with 5:49 
remaining to pick up the win at Wells Fargo Arena. 

 Captain Andrew Poturalski, Des Moines native C.J. 
Smith and defenseman Max Lajoie scored goals 
while Stefan Noesen earned two primary assists. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon posted 25 saves as his six-
game winning streak came to a close. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12: (AT) CHICAGO 4, GRAND RAPIDS 
0 

 For the fourth time in his last six games, forward 
Stefan Noesen scored two goals as the Wolves 
broke to an early 2-0 lead and cruised to their 15th 
win in the last 16 games. 

 Captain Andrew Poturalski added one goal and one 
assist, forward Jack Drury scored a goal and 
defenseman Joey Keane handed out two assists. 

 Goaltender Daniel Mannella rejected all 23 shots he 
faced to earn his first professional shutout. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Saturday, 
Jan. 22 

at Manitoba 2 p.m. 
Canada Life 
Centre 

AHLTV 

Sunday, Jan. 
23 

at Manitoba 2 p.m. 
Canada Life 
Centre 

AHLTV 

Wednesday, 
Jan. 26 

vs. Texas 7 p.m. Allstate Arena AHLTV  

Friday, Jan. 
28 

vs. Grand 
Rapids 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Saturday, 
Jan. 29 

vs. 
Rockford 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes blast Bruins 7-1 on night Willie O’Ree’s number is retired  

By Todd Gibson  

BOSTON (WNCN) — The Carolina Hurricanes sure know 
how to ruin a good celebration. On a night the Boston Bruins 
retired Willie O’Ree’s #22, the Canes embarrassed the home 
team, blasting the Bruins 7-1. 

“This was one of the good ones where right from the start of 
the game we did a lot of the things we wanted to,” said 
Hurricanes forward Derek Stepan who had one of the seven 
goals for Carolina. “That’s what you need on a consistent 
basis.” 

The Canes roared out to a 5-1 first-period lead and never 
looked back. Carolina frustrated the Bruins at every turn, 
dominating play the entire 60 minutes. 

“Yeah, I think it’s just about killing their hope,” said 
Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis who had a goal. “I think when 
you play that consistent hard game from the first puck drop 
to the final buzzer I think throughout the game it kind of 
wears on them and then at some point they say uncle.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored two goals, Tony DeAngelo had 
three assists and Jaccob Slavin had a goal and two assists 
in his return from COVID-19 protocol. 

“It’s easy when the team plays that well to step back into it,” 
Slavin admitted. “To just play simple and the way I play and 
use my strengths and let the guys do the work, it was an 
easy game to come back to.” 

The Hurricanes also got the chance to take part in O’Ree’s 
special pregame ceremony. Sixty-four years to the day, 
O’Ree became the NHL’s first Black player, suiting up for the 
Bruins. 

“It’s a special night,” Slavin admitted. “Obviously the 
ceremony was beautiful and it’s awesome for Willie to have 
his number up in the rafters, it’s huge for the league and the 
Boston organization. And for a team for us to go out and play 
the way we did is also huge it’s another two points and we 
have to keep chugging along.” 

The Hurricanes are back in action Friday night hosting the 
New York Rangers.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257464478.html 

https://theathletic.com/3078809/2022/01/19/a-prius-a-lambo-and-another-hurricanes-win/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/first-period-barrage-helps-hurricanes-bury-bruins/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-five-goal-first-highlights-victory-over-boston/c-329923214 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-game-recap/c-329859558 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-jaccob-slavin-linus-ullmark-jesperi-kotkaniemi-3721158c82fedf9aaede678abac8b84f 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33094780/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-trendspotting-every-team-last-month 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33096599/veteran-tuukka-rask-pulled-second-start-boston-bruins-had-7-1-home-loss 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/18/22886806/quick-whistles-andrei-svechnikov-carolina-hurricanes-best-defensive-pairings-john-klingberg-

rumors 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/18/22890734/they-said-it-brindamour-stepan-slavin-jarvis-talk-canes-big-win-in-boston 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/18/22890738/carolina-hurricanes-rout-boston-bruins-in-offensive-explosion-slavin-kotkaniemi-andersen 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/frederik-andersen-sebastian-aho-leading-way-for-surging-canes/article_244e13fe-78d3-11ec-b85e-

97260ea9d96f.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/18/keane-returns-to-wolves-leivo-goes/ 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/18/the-healthcare-heroes-jerseys/ 
https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/hurricanes-blast-bruins-7-1-on-night-willie-orees-number-is-retired/  
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Hurricanes dominate Bruins: Five takeaways from Carolina’s big road win 
over Boston 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED JANUARY 18, 2022 11:42 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had some nightmarish games in the past 
against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden, where little went right. 

But not Tuesday, when so much went right for the Canes. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored twice as Carolina ignited for five first-period 
goals, defenseman Jaccob Slavin finished with a goal and two assists 
and goalie Frederik Andersen picked up his 20th win of the season in a 
7-1 victory. 

Five takeaways from the Canes win: 

▪ Slavin has to be a freak of nature. The defenseman goes on the NHL 
COVID list, sits out five days in quarantine and misses two games, then 
jumps back into practice Monday and plays a team-high 22:30 Tuesday 
with three blocked shots. 

Slavin found Teravainen open in the right circle with a sharp cross-ice 
pass for the Canes’ first goal, and had the blast from the point on 
Kotkaniemi’s redirect. He was on the ice often against the Patrice 
Bergeron line and kept getting sticks on pucks, once knocking the puck 
away from Brad Marchand to spring Sebastian Aho for a breakaway. 

Slavin, who had a plus-4 plus/minus rating in the first period, then scored 
in the third on the power play for a 6-1 lead while Tony DeAngelo, his 
defensive partner, had three assists in the game. 

“He’s criminally underrated,” rookie forward Seth Jarvis said of Slavin. 
Added Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “I’ve got to come up with some 
new words to describe him. A special player, special person.” 

▪ There have been many games when the Canes couldn’t find an answer 
for Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask, especially in the 2019 playoffs. But with 
Rask making his second start of the season, the Canes crowded him. 
They went to the front of the net and jammed, made things hectic around 
the crease. 

Kotkaniemi twice scored in tight, on a redirect and then stuffing in a 
rebound. Derek Stepan scored from the low slot off a Jordan Martinook 
pass from behind the net. Teuvo Teravainen showed off his quick release 
for the Canes’ first goal of the and Jarvis displayed his speed in scoring 
in the five-goal first period. All in all, it ended Rask’s night after one 
period and 12 shots. 

“I think it’s about killing their hope,” Jarvis said. “When you play that 
consistent hard game throughout the game it kind of wears on them and 
at some point they say ‘uncle’ and that’s when you really pour it on 
them.” 

▪ In an otherwise flawless first, the Canes did allow a power-play goal. 
Carolina’s streak of killing off 35 consecutive opposing power plays, one 
shy of the club record, came to an end in the first when a David Pastrnak 
shot glanced off Bergeron’s skate and past Andersen. 

The Canes (26-8-2) answered -- decisively. The Canes scored 13 
seconds after Bergeron’s goal for a 3-1 lead as Kotkaniemi got a piece of 
the Slavin point shot. Then, in the second period the Bruins had 1:08 of a 
two-man advantage after penalties on Aho and Ian Cole, but the Canes 
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killed off both as Andersen stopped three shots and the Canes blocked 
three. 

The Canes got power-play goals from Slavin and Andrei Svechnikov in 
the third. 

▪ Canes center Vincent Trocheck seemed a bit bemused Tuesday 
morning when asked if his playing style was similar to Marchand’s “in an 
agitating kind of way.” 

“Are you calling me a rat?” Trocheck asked, referring to one of 
Marchand’s nicknames. 

That found its way to social media, to which Marchand decided to chime 
in. The Bruins winger used his Instagram handle to respond, “This is like 
comparing a Lambo to a Prius” and posted comparison career stats. He 
later deleted the post. 

The Canes’ play in the first had some tweeters asking which team was 
the “Prius.” 

▪ A pregame ceremony for Willie O’Ree at TD Garden was as moving as 
his work for the sport has been impactful. O’Ree, 86, was not able to 
come to Boston to see his jersey number retired but spoke remotely from 
his home in California, and spoke of his efforts to make hockey an 
inclusive sport. 

“It was a special night,” Slavin said. “The ceremony was beautiful. It’s 
awesome for Willie to have his jersey in the rafters and huge for the 
league, huge for the Boston organization.” 

Both teams were on the ice by their benches for the lengthy ceremony. 
When the puck dropped to start the game, the Canes were quicker off 
the mark and stayed that way, often beating the Bruins (22-12-2) in 
transition and making the most of their offensive chances. 

“We weren’t competitive tonight and we paid the price,” Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy told the media. 

News Observer LOADED: 01.19.2022 
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Bruins retire Willie O’Ree’s jersey. He once brought ‘hockey is for 
everyone’ to Raleigh 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER JANUARY 18, 2022 2:48 PM 

 

None of the kids recognized the elderly man when he first entered 
Raleigh’s Chavis Community Center in November 1999. 

A hockey player? He didn’t look like a hockey player. Certainly not like 
the hockey players the kids might have seen with the Carolina 
Hurricanes — or on TV. 

Willie O’Ree was different. He was African-American. The kids soon 
learned he was the first Black player to compete in a National Hockey 
League game, on Jan. 18, 1958, and that he had come to Raleigh with a 
simple message: Hockey is for everyone. 

O’Ree, then 64, had been named director of youth development of the 
NHL/USA Hockey Diversity Task Force, with the task of introducing 
children of diverse backgrounds to the sport. That day in 1999, the News 
& Observer reported that more than 80 young African-American kids 
were there to listen, to learn, to hear his story. 

O’Ree didn’t come alone. With him were defensemen Paul Coffey and 
David Tanabe of the Hurricanes, and three Black players from the 
Calgary Flames, then in town to face the Canes: goalies Grant Fuhr and 
Fred Brathwaite, and forward Jarome Iginla. 

“When I played I don’t think anyone every envisioned a Black man on the 
ice,” O’Ree told the kids. “Guys would taunt me. I didn’t want to fight 
because of that, but I had to fight and I did. ... 

“The barriers that I faced are down now. If you really set your mind to it 
you can make it.” 

O’Ree played just 45 NHL games, all with the Boston Bruins, and all but 
two in the 1960-61 season. He spent another 17 seasons in the minor 
leagues, his career hampered but never ended by a serious eye injury 
suffered in 1954, when he was hit by a puck. 

“People told me I could never make it to the NHL,” O’Ree said in 1999. 
“Three seasons later I played in the NHL.” 

O’Ree was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2018, and is 
inspiration to many, including Fuhr and Iginla, who are both in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame(along with Coffey.) 

“Being from Canada I heard all about Willie O’Ree,” Fuhr told the N&O in 
1999. “People in Canada love hockey history. It’s important to have a 
clinic like this so kids can meet Willie and learn about hockey history.” 

O’Ree, 86, has become an indelible part of hockey and NHL history, and 
is the league’s “Diversity Ambassador.” His jersey, No. 22, was to be 
retired by the Bruins on Tuesday before the scheduled game against the 
Hurricanes at TD Garden, even though O’Ree was not able to attend 
because of the pandemic. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Tuesday the O’Ree ceremony would 
mark a “great achievement,” and added, “It’s the ultimate honor when 
you get your jersey retired. That’s as good as it gets. ... It will be a good 
memory for him obviously, which is the No. 1 thing, but also for a lot of 
people. A special night.” 

News Observer LOADED: 01.19.2022 
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A Prius, a Lambo and another Hurricanes win 

 

By Sara Civian Jan 19, 2022  

 

There’s a lot wrong with social media and the culture around it these 
days — log on to Twitter for about five minutes and you’ll see what I 
mean. But sometimes it’s a beautiful thing, like when Chip Alexander of 
The Raleigh News & Observer asked Vincent Trocheck on Tuesday if his 
game is similar to Brad Marchand’s. 

Trocheck jokingly responded, “Are you calling me a rat?” The quote 
circulated all over hockey Twitter, so Marchand found it and posted it on 
Instagram with the caption, “This is like comparing a Lambo to a Prius.” 

Marchand deleted the post before puck drop, but the internet is forever. 
Besides, I thought it was all in good, harmless fun, and it brought an 
elevated sense of hype around the game — even if Hurricanes players 
say it didn’t affect them. 

“No (it didn’t fire us up),” noted depth scorer Derek Stepan said, laughing. 
“I think our mindset coming into the game was in the right spot in the 
beginning. I don’t think any of that stuff added to the fire at all.” 

“I heard guys talking about it, but I didn’t really care,” Seth Jarvis added. 
“We have a job to do. I love (Trocheck) and the way he plays and carries 
himself. So, I’m gonna back him regardless.” 

The Canes definitely did their job, with a 7-1 win over the Bruins that was 
fueled by the third five-goal first period in franchise history. 

The vibes, you ask? The vibes aren’t bad. 
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THAT’S ONE WAY TO GET THE REST OF THE LEAGUE TO START 
TALKING ABOUT YOU. 

ALSO-TO SEE THIS TEAM STEP UP AFTER GIVING THE B’S 
BULLETIN BOARD MATERIAL JUST TAKES THEM TO ANOTHER 
LEVEL. 

— AL HOOD     (@ALBHOOD) JANUARY 19, 2022 

2022 STANLEY CUP TATTOO KINDA NIGHT 

— BRANDON STANLEY (@BWSTANLEY26) JANUARY 19, 2022 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/T7HXNFHNF5 

— ROBBIE THORBURN (@ROBBIETEE11) JANUARY 19, 2022 

OUTSCORING THE BRUINS 10-1 OVERALL ON THE SEASON HEAD 
TO HEAD. SHOULD GIVE US CONFIDENCE TO PUT THEM AWAY IF 
WE FACE THEM IN THE PLAYOFFS THIS TIME! 

— BLAKE MORGAN (@RBMORGAN23) JANUARY 19, 2022 

OPPORTUNISTIC, BUT CAN’T TRY TO WEASEL MY WAY OUT OF A 
7-1 FINAL. KUDOS TO THEM. IN MY OPINION, THE FINAL SCORE 
WASN’T THE MOST IMPRESSIVE THING ABOUT THE CANES PLAY. 
IT WAS THE PK. SEEMED TO BE EVERYWHERE. WE’LL SEE HOW IT 
SHAKES OUT COME PLAYOFF TIME. 

— ANDREW JOHNSTON (@MCSHANDY_J) JANUARY 19, 2022 

JUST GONNA LEAVE THIS HERE FOR ANYONE WHO NEEDS IT. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/JPCB7X2P7J 

— DAN BRADLEY (@HOCKEYVOXDB) JANUARY 19, 2022 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/1JFZGEQ3DY 

— FULLBLOWNCANIAC (@FULLCANIAC90) JANUARY 19, 2022 

• Trocheck, for the record, led all skaters with five hits on the evening. 

• The Hurricanes scored five goals on 12 shots in the first and ended up 
with seven goals on 34 shots. Of course, this was a great outing for the 
Canes, but don’t let that distract you from how poorly the Bruins defense 
played in front of Tuukka Rask. Poor Rask. 

• Speaking of Rask, the Finn-on-Finn violence was real. Teuvo 
Teravainen opened the scoring, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi followed up in 
the first half of the first period. Kotkaniemi, whose net-front presence 
shone all game, responded with his second goal of the period right after 
Patrice Bergeron’s power-play goal. That 3-1 score felt like the turning 
point, and the Bruins wouldn’t score again. “We’re building our game and 
have been playing well lately, much better than the start of the year, but 
obviously not tonight,” Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We had 
nothing. They were clearly better than us in every area. … We didn’t 
compete.” 

• Jaccob Slavin didn’t miss a beat in COVID-19 protocol. His return to 
play featured a late insurance goal, an assist on Teravainen’s goal, an 
assist on Kotkaniemi’s second goal and several strong plays against 
Bergeron that didn’t make the scoresheet. He played a team-high 22:30 
after missing two games. “I’ve got to come up with some new words to 
describe him or his impact on our team because he does everything,” 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You get him out there to defend 
against the best players — OK, check. You want him to score and 
provide offense, and he can do that, too. And then you need him to log a 
lot of minutes, and he can do that. Every situation he can do. Check, 
check, check.” 

• It was long overdue, but the Bruins and the league did a fantastic job 
with the Willie O’Ree jersey retirement ceremony and night. “It was a 
special night,” Slavin said. “The ceremony was beautiful. It’s awesome 
for Willie to have his jersey in the rafters and huge for the league, huge 
for the Boston organization.” 

• Pour one out for the penalty kill. Bergeron’s power-play goal ended a 
streak of 35 consecutive kills, just falling short of the franchise record. 
But after that one blip, the Canes killed four other penalties. Maybe they 
shouldn’t be taking five penalties per game, but maybe they’re just going 
for another crack at the franchise record. 

• Underrated stat of the night: Freddie Andersen has 20 wins in 26 
games. The 20 wins are tied for second in the league, and Andersen 
ranks as the ninth quickest to reach 20 wins in NHL goaltending history. 
Could this be his year? 

• Chart of the night: 

HURRICANES & BRUINS GAME SCORE LEADERBOARD. 

(VIA @CEPVI0 @NATSTATTRICK @DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/YIUGELFMEG 

— HURRICANES GAMEBOT (@HURRICANESBOT) JANUARY 19, 
2022 

• Video of the night: 

YOU ALRIGHT THERE BRIND’AMOUR?   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/ITF7P1GENW 

— JUS BITCHIN’ •   (@IGOBRIMODE) JANUARY 19, 2022 

• Y’all remember that game against Columbus? 
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Rangers’ Kevin Rooney on his doubters, killing penalties and Boston 
sports 

 

By Steve Serby 

January 18, 2022 6:02pm  Updated 

 

Rangers winger, and former Devil, Kevin Rooney takes a shot at some 
Q&A with Post columnist Steve Serby. 

Q: How have the doubters impacted you? 

A: Oh, significantly. I had quite a few, especially when I was playing in 
New Jersey, and it always just motivates and fueled me to be better, and 
then I feel like once I signed in New York, I was appreciated a lot more. 
That’s why I’ve felt as comfortable as I have in New York versus New 
Jersey. But even prior to being in New Jersey, there were always 
doubters. I remember there was a guy that wrote an article my senior 
year. It was something along the lines of underrated players to watch in 
the NCAA Tournament that will never play pro. I remember reading the 
article saying, “He appreciates me but he doesn’t think I’m gonna play 
pro at all.” So little things like that have always motivated me. 

Q: Describe coach Gerard Gallant. 

A: He’s been amazing. He instills confidence in our group that I don’t 
think I’ve had in any coach. Before every game, he makes you believe 
100 percent that we’re gonna win the game, I’ve never had a coach that 
does that. He’s not very technical or anything, but the way he delivers his 
messages has been unbelievable, and such a good addition for us this 
season. 

Kevin Rooney #17 of the New York Rangers moves the puck  

Kevin Rooney found motivation in his doubters. 

Q: Can you describe the way he delivers his messages? 
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A: Even if we know maybe in the back of our head the last game or the 
last period or whatever it may be, the last shift wasn’t as great as it 
should be, he’s always been so positive and confident in our group that 
it’s easy for us to reset if it’s a tough shift, a tough period. We seem to be 
able to forget about it quicker than maybe we had in the past, and I think 
that’s part of why we’ve grown as a group, at least what I’ve seen over 
the last two years. 

Rangers fueled by Chris Kreider’s career year: ‘Always been there for us’ 

Q: Describe Chris Kreider. 

A: Power. He’s like the strongest guy on the team. I’d probably just say 
strength and speed. 

Q: Give me an example of his leadership. 

A: A little bit during the season, I’ve rotated between playing center and 
playing wing, and I’ve always been a center pretty much my whole 
career. Kreids has been amazing with helping me whether it be 
breakouts, positioning in the D-zone, getting pucks off the wall which you 
don’t really ever get as a centerman. Just little things like that, he’s 
always trying to help guys improve their game, which obviously helps the 
team. He’s been a tremendous leader for us. 

Q: Igor Shesterkin. 

A: Makes everything look easy. He’s by far the best goalie in the league 
right now. He makes you look like you can’t shoot the puck in practice 
(laugh), that’s for sure. 

Q: Mika Zibanejad. 

A: Just quiet confidence. Such a good leader, just leads by example. He 
also plays the center ice position, so he’s one of those guys that I’ve 
certainly looked up to and tried to learn a lot from since I’ve been in New 
York. 

New York Rangers center Kevin Rooney (17) skates with the puck  

Kevin Rooney know the penalty kill is his meal ticket, and takes pride in 
his abilities. 

Q: Adam Fox. 

A: Smart. Seems to make the right play, and obviously sees the game a 
little quicker than everybody else. 

Q: Artemi Panarin. 

A: Same thing with Foxy I’d say — his smarts and then his skill set. I was 
actually lucky enough to sit next to him in the locker room, him and Ryan 
Strome, and I remember getting to New York my first day, and feeling so 
confident about myself being next to those guys and talking to those guys 
every day. 

Q: Ryan Reaves. 

A: I’ve been so impressed how he brings it every night. He’s been huge 
for us whether it’s finishing checks or locker-room presence and helping 
the young guys or getting in there and get in a fight. I know not many 
people want to fight him though (laugh). 

Q: What adjectives would you use to describe your game? 

A: I’d probably say tenacious, competitive … maybe say smart. 

Q: Do you enjoy the penalty kill? 

A: Oh yeah, take a lot of pride in the penalty kill. I know that in order to 
stay in the league, it’s something I have to be good at. It’s always 
something I watched video on and really studied. You got a group of 
guys that are really committed to it right now, and when you have the 
best goalie in the world, it makes your PK look a lot better. I feel like what 
we’ve done here has really suited my type of game. 

Q: What are you most proud of that has enabled you to get where you’re 
at? 

A: I think I’m probably the most proud of how I’ve developed and stayed 
coachable at every level. When I was in college [Providence], I was a 
walk-on freshman, no scholarship. And I was always trying to learn from 
guys that were ahead of me and coaches that I had. When I left 
Providence College, I signed an American Hockey League contract. I 
worked on my game there, and really bought into the coaches and the 
veterans that have been there and then eventually ended up earning 
myself an NHL contract. So I’d say probably just most proud of the way I 
did it and how I did it the right way, and always getting better at each 
level. 

Q: What is the biggest obstacle you’ve had to overcome? 

A: I had signed an NHL contract in New Jersey, I had not made the team 
the next year after I signed it, and then I got called up for a few games, 
got sent back down [in 2017-18], the next season kind of the same thing 
happened, didn’t make the team, when I got sent down the first 30-so 
games in the minors, I didn’t score a goal. I was supposed to be the next 
guy called up, and on everyone’s radar, and I think it was a really tough 
time for me then. I somehow kind of found my [game] out of that and 
scored and then ended up getting called up, so I finished the year with 
only one goal in the AHL. After I had scored that, they called me up and I 
stayed up for good. 

New York Rangers center Kevin Rooney (17) celebrates his goal  

The Rangers have benefitted from Kevin Rooney’s team-player 
mentality. 

Q: Describe your on-ice mentality. 

A: I would say hard to play against, someone that’s gonna always be 
there for teammates, and try to be a team player. 

Q: What drives you? 

A: I think winning. Every guy’s really bought into what their game is. You 
don’t always see that in the NHL. Usually you’ll have guys that think 
they’re something that they’re not. I think we’ve done a great job of 
having each guy identify what they’re great at. 

Q: If you could pick the brain of any player in NHL history, who would it 
be? 

A: Bobby Orr. 

Q: If you could have a breakaway on any goalie in NHL history? 

A: Dominik Hasek. Just loved his style. I just loved a goalie that just 
battled like he did. 

Q: Where were you during the Boston Marathon tragedy? 

A: I was at Providence College. Once it happened, some classes were 
canceled right away. I just remember being kind of like in shock and 
people being nervous at college, because it was obviously not far from 
Providence. We have a charity it’s called We Beat Cancer, and so we 
had a bunch of runners running for us and so that was kind of my initial 
thought was make sure they’re OK. Yeah obviously it was really sad, it 
was a tough day for sure. 

Q: BostonStrong. 

A: That was awesome, it was so cool, especially the next Red Sox game 
when David Ortiz came out and basically said, “This is our city,” and 
whatnot. That was pretty cool how the city rallied behind a tough time. It 
was cool to see the atmospheres at the TD Garden and Fenway and 
whatnot after the events. 

Q: Why is that charity a cause for you? 

A: My uncle [Jeff] had cancer, and he had battled it and beat it. He was 
kind of retired at the time, and he wanted to start this foundation, where 
they raise money and they pay for little things when you’re going in for 
treatments — whether it’s parking or just meals or whatnot, extra chairs 
in the rooms and all that stuff. He started it and then a couple of years 
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later the cancer came back and he ended up passing away [in 2016]. A 
few of my cousins and my brother, we’ve always tried to keep the 
tradition of the foundation going. 

Kevin Rooney #21 of the Providence Friars skates 

Kevin Rooney won the 2015 national championship with Providence 
College. 

Q: Describe winning the 2015 NCAA championship. 

A: It was amazing. We came in with such a huge class, so when we won 
it, we had a pretty special bond between our group of guys that were in 
my class. It was really special, especially being in Boston, obviously from 
where I’m from [Canton, Mass.]. 

Q: What is your best single hockey moment? 

A: I would probably say my first NHL game [March 2, 2017]. It was in 
Washington. I remember just being in warm-ups, not even really warming 
up, just looking at the other end, and seeing [Alex] Ovechkin and [T.J.] 
Oshie and [Nicklas] Backstrom and all those guys. It finally was hitting 
me then that, “Oh this is real, I got to this point.” 

Q: Who were your favorite members of the Red Sox growing up? 

A: Dustin Pedroia; Jonathan Papelbon; David Ortiz obviously; Manny 
Ramirez. 

Q: How often did you go to Fenway? 

A: I went a lot, actually. My family owns a bar right outside of Fenway, 
they actually just sold it right before COVID hit, so they kind of hit the 
lottery there. It was called The Baseball Tavern, so all my cousins and 
stuff would work there. 

Q: Who were your favorite Celtics growing up? 

A: Paul Pierce. Ray Allen was awesome, but definitely Paul Pierce, me 
and my brother had Paul Pierce jerseys. 

Q: Favorite Bruins? 

A: Sergei Samsonov, Joe Thornton. When they won the Cup in 2011, I 
was a big fan of the Merlot line — it was Daniel Paille, Shawn Thornton 
and Greg Campbell — so it was kind of like what my role is on New York 
a little bit. 

Q: Who was your boyhood idol? 

A: I would probably just say my dad. Someone I always looked up to. He 
was my coach in minor hockey and all the way up. 

Q: How about hockey-wise? 

A: Joe Thornton. I was always a big fan of his when he was on the 
Bruins, someone that I like kind of tried to model my game after. I’m not 
similar in any which way, but someone when I was younger I thought I 
could be. 

Q: Three dinner guests? 

A: Tom Brady, Tiger Woods, Larry Bird. 

Q: How did you feel about Brady leaving the Patriots and winning the 
Super Bowl last year for the Buccaneers? 

A: Obviously I was really disappointed when he left, just like any other 
Pats fan, but I was obviously still a fan of his. Once the Pats weren’t in it, 
I was rooting for Tampa and once again this year I’m rooting for Tampa 
now. 

Q: Favorite movie? 

A: “Shawshank Redemption.” 

Q: Favorite actor? 

A: Adam Sandler. 

Q: Favorite actress? 

A: Jennifer Aniston. 

Q: Favorite singer/entertainer? 

A: Thomas Rhett. 

Q: Favorite meal? 

A: Lobster. 

Q: Describe Rangers fans. 

A: Amazing. We had a game in Arizona where there were way more 
Ranger fans than Coyote fans. And we came back late in the third period 
and won the game, and I remember them being a huge factor out there. 
We had one up in Buffalo where there were way more Ranger fans than 
Sabre fans. Obviously the East is so tight, so all those points that we can 
accumulate with them helping us on the road and at home have been 
huge. 

Q: What’s it like being a New York Ranger? 

A: It’s special, it’s something I definitely don’t take lightly. I remember 
when I was signing here how proud I would be to be able to put that 
Original Six sweater on for the first time. 

Q: Is this team a legitimate Stanley Cup contender? 

A: I think we definitely are. I think we have the right pieces to go far. We 
got great goaltending, we have an amazing D corps, we feel we have 
good depth up front. It’s been a fun ride this year. Got a great group of 
guys. We went with the six alternate captains, bringing the team together 
whether it’s going out to eat on the road or hanging out on the road, I 
think we have a really good team dynamic that you don’t really see much 
in pro hockey. It’s a little bit more business-oriented ’cause it is a 
business, but this team seems special with the group we have. 

What do you think? Be the first to comment. 

Q: Does it remind you of your Providence College national championship 
team? 

A: Yeah, absolutely it definitely does, ’cause even on that team, we had 
such good role players, we had a great goalie [Jon Gillies] and a team 
that really jelled off the ice, not just on the ice. That’s pretty similar to 
what we have here. 
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Barclay Goodrow, Dryden Hunt set to make Rangers returns 

 

By Zach Braziller 

January 18, 2022 10:25pm  Updated 

 

The Rangers got healthier on Tuesday. 

Forward Barclay Goodrow came off the COVID-19 protocols list, and 
Dryden Hunt was taken off injured reserve after dealing with an 
undisclosed upper-body issue. Both practiced, skating on a line with 
Julien Gauthier. 

“They should be fine,” coach Gerard Gallant said, when asked if the two 
would play Wednesday night against the Maple Leafs at the Garden. 
“They both skated today [well]. I don’t see any issue with them. We’ll 
make a decision [Wednesday].” 
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It appears that decision was already made. After Gallant spoke to the 
media, the Rangers announced Jonny Brodzinski and Tim Gettinger 
were assigned to the team’s AHL affiliate, the Hartford Wolf Pack. 

The 28-year-old Goodrow, who has 17 points in 36 games this year, has 
missed the past three contests. Hunt, 26, had been out since Jan. 6. 

Barclay Goodrow is likely to be back in the Rangers lineup after missing 
three games on the COVID list. 

“They’re tough decisions, but they’re common-sense decisions,” Gallant 
said. “I know my team. We’ve been together almost 40 games now, so 
we’ll make the best decisions possible. As a coaching staff, we’ll do 
what’s best for us. The [young guys] all played well, they’ve all done a 
good job. It makes it tougher, but I’ll make my decisions based on our 
team going forward. If those guys [Goodrow and Hunt] are ready to come 
in, they’re probably going to play.” 

On Tuesday, the Bruins retired the No. 22 jersey of Willie O’Ree, the first 
black player in the NHL on the 64th anniversary of his debut with Boston. 

“He’s a guy that paved the way for players like me,” forward Ryan 
Reaves said. “Things that he went through, obviously it wasn’t easy for 
him to step into an all-white league. I’m sure it was tough every day for 
him to step on the ice and I’m sure he heard some racist comments and 
a lot of hate coming his way. For him to fight through that, and pave the 
way for players like me and [K’Andre Miller], I think it’s necessary the 
NHL and sports in general just kind of honor a guy like that.” 

Forward Mika Zibanejad was chosen by fans as the “Last Man In” from 
the Metropolitan Division for the NHL All-Star Game, but he won’t attend 
due to personal reasons, according to the Rangers. … Forward Ryan 
Strome (maintenance) missed his second straight day of practice, but 
Gallant said he would be ready to play Wednesday night. 
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Rangers’ breakout season about to face string of challenges 

 

By Zach Braziller 

January 18, 2022 7:41pm  Updated 

 

Through nearly half of this breakout season, the Rangers have acted the 
part of a top team. They have done what the best teams do: Handle the 
soft part of their schedule masterfully. 

In 22 games against opponents that wouldn’t qualify for the playoffs if the 
season ended today, the Blueshirts have won 16. Their focus hasn’t 
waned against inferior competition. Their intensity hasn’t dropped. They 
haven’t overlooked anyone. 

It is the overriding reason coach Gerard Gallant’s team sits atop the 
Metropolitan Division, well exceeding expectations. But now comes a 
series of litmus tests, a number of challenges that will reveal a lot about 
this group. 

Of the next 12 games, eight are against playoff teams. Against such 
competition, the Rangers are 9-7-1, which is strong. But that sample size 
is about to increase. 

“We’ve talked about it. Coming down this stretch, this is the time to start 
preparing for the playoffs,” forward Ryan Reaves said on Tuesday 
following practice. “You’re going to be playing, obviously, playoff teams. 
… We got to put our best games out there and we got to prove to 

ourselves that not only are we a playoff team based on the standings, but 
we’re ready to make a run at it. 

“You can’t do that by just beating the teams that are out of the playoffs. 
You got to play playoff teams hard, you got to play them physical. 
Sometimes you got to push them out of the building a couple of games, 
just to prove you have a little bit of swagger in you.” 

It starts Wednesday at the Garden against the Maple Leafs. It includes 
meetings with the powerhouse Panthers, tied for the most points in the 
NHL with the Lightning, and Western Conference contending Kings and 
Blues. The Hurricanes and Penguins, both nipping at the Rangers’ heels 
in the Metropolitan Division, are on the docket on the road. 

The Rangers’ status among the NHL elite is about to be put to the test. 

“This little stretch before the All-Star break, and then coming out of the 
All-Star break, is really important for us, for sure,” Reaves said. 

The good news for the Rangers (25-10-4, 54 points) is though the level of 
competition will get tougher, they are getting healthier. Igor Shesterkin, 
Artemi Panarin, Julien Gauthier and Reaves have all recently come off 
the COVID-19 protocol list. Forward Barclay Goodrow returned to 
practice on Tuesday, and Dryden Hunt (upper-body injury) was taken off 
injured reserve. Forward Alexis Lafreniere could be the next player to 
rejoin the team. Despite key absences, the Rangers have found a way to 
keep winning, with six victories in their past eight games and a 3-2-0 
stretch on the just-completed five-game road trip. 

“Obviously, we’re in first place in our division — real good division — so 
I’m real happy,” Gallant said. “I’m not surprised at all. Do I look at the 
other teams and say, ‘They’re real good hockey teams?’ Yeah. When I 
came to this team [during the offseason, I knew we had a good team, I 
knew we had good goaltending. I like what we’re doing, I like where we 
are, but I’m not surprised.” 

He’ll get an even better idea in the weeks to come just how good this 
group is. Several tests await. 
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Rangers believe they are in a good place . . . which is first 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.com  @ColinSNewsday 

Updated January 18, 2022 5:33 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. – Forward Dryden Hunt was activated off injured 
reserve and Barclay Goodrow was cleared from COVID-19 protocol 
Tuesday. Ryan Strome did miss practice for the second straight day, but 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said Strome will be "ready to go’’ for 
Wednesday’s home game against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

So as they approach their 40th game, the Rangers are just about whole, 
with only forward Alexis Lafreniere and assistant coach Gord Murphy 
(both still in COVID protocol) currently unavailable. Both are eligible to 
return at any time. 

With a 25-10-4 record that has them sitting in first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, Gallant is feeling pretty good about his team. 

"I'm happy where our team is,’’ he said after practice Tuesday. "We’ve 
got, what, eight games till the [All-Star] break? And… we're in first place 
in our division. A real good division. So I'm real happy.’’ 
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Veteran forward Ryan Reaves, who was traded to the Rangers over the 
summer from the Vegas Golden Knights, said he has been surprised by 
the "maturity’’ of the Rangers, given how young the team is. 

"There's been times where we've lost a couple games, and that can hurt 
a young team,’’ he said. "Sometimes you just kind of go off the rails, and 
you… don't know how to fix it. And you seem to go on a pretty big slide, 
and nothing really goes right. I feel like we haven't had those stints this 
year.’’ 

Through the first 39 games, the Rangers have not lost more than three 
consecutive games, and they have not lost more than two straight in 
regulation. They have repeatedly found different ways to win key games, 
and they have feasted on weaker teams, going 15-0 against the bottom 
10 teams in the league. 

Facing Toronto (24-9-3) Wednesday, and Carolina (25-8-2) on Friday 
represent a test that Reaves said the players in the locker room are 
looking forward to. 

"We've talked about it,’’ he said. "It's time to start preparing for the 
playoffs. You're going to be playing [probable] playoff teams, in teams 
like Toronto and Carolina in a couple days, teams that are on top of the 
league. We’ve got to put our best game out there, and we've got to prove 
to ourselves that not only are we a playoff team, based on the standings, 
but we're ready to make a run at it. 

"You can't do that just beating the teams that are out of the playoffs,’’ he 
said. "You’ve got to play playoff teams hard; you’ve got to play them 
physical. Sometimes you’ve got to push them out of the building… just to 
prove that you’ve got that little bit of a swagger in yourself.’’ 
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Golden Knights season-ticket holders to see slight price increase 

 

By David Schoen Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 18, 2022 - 11:54 am 

Updated January 18, 2022 - 3:18 PM 

 

Golden Knights season-ticket holders will see their smallest price 
increase yet for the 2022-23 season, the team announced Tuesday. 

On average, the cost of season tickets will rise approximately 5.2 
percent, according to Todd Pollock, vice president of ticketing and suites. 
That is well below the average 13 percent increase that the team 
announced for the 2020-21 season before it was impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

More than 90 percent of season-ticket holders will have the cost of their 
tickets increase by 5.5 percent, which is roughly a 2.5 percent increase 
per year over the past two seasons. 

About 10 percent of season-ticket holders will pay 2.5 percent more for 
their seats next season. 

“I know there are teams that are going to be a bit more aggressive that 
maybe in the last few years have not been,” Pollock said. “Compared to 
other teams, I wouldn’t be surprised if it was on the low end for some of 
them. But in terms of our most loyal folks, that’s our goal, is to keep theirs 
at a 2 to 5 (percent) increases, which is where we’re at this year.” 

Season-ticket holders with annual accounts and the original five-year 
commitment plan will be offered extensions that include price protection 
for three additional seasons. 

There is also a seven-month, interest-free payment plan available, with 
an additional month added from the previous one. 

The “Knights Salute” community program will continue, allowing season-
ticket holders to purchase additional home game tickets for local first 
responders, military, school teachers and administrators and other 
charitable organizations. 

The program’s donations this season will exceed more than 10,000 
tickets donated. 

Defenseman Alec Martinez was cleared from NHL COVID-19 protocol 
and participated in the Golden Knights’ optional practice Tuesday at City 
National Arena. 

Martinez hasn’t played since Nov. 11 when he suffered a severe facial 
laceration that required more than 50 stitches, according to coach Pete 
DeBoer, and head injury after being kicked by the skate of Minnesota’s 
Brandon Duhaime. 

He was working his way back from that and was on the ice in a red, 
noncontact jersey Jan. 4 until he tested positive for COVID-19 and spent 
the full 10 days in protocol. 

The Knights play Montreal on Thursday at T-Mobile Arena, and it’s 
uncertain whether Martinez will be ready to play. 

“(He) has lost essentially 10 days of conditioning, so we’ve got to start 
that process again,” DeBoer said. 

Goalie shortage 

Laurent Brossoit remains sidelined with an upper-body injury, and there’s 
no timetable for his return. 

The goalie was hurt Jan. 2 in a loss to Winnipeg and hasn’t practiced or 
played since, leaving Robin Lehner to shoulder the workload. 

Brossoit is 8-3-1 with a 2.78 goals-against average and .900 save 
percentage. 

“He’s going through medical opinions and appointments. I don’t have an 
update for you on that right now,” DeBoer said. “Initially we were hoping it 
was really short term. We’re still hopeful of that, but he’s still getting 
opinions.” 

Third-string goalie Logan Thompson entered COVID protocol after 
playing Saturday for the Silver Knights, leaving Dylan Ferguson as the 
backup against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Monday. 

Assistant coaches Steve Spott and Ryan Craig also are in COVID 
protocol, according to DeBoer. 

A few votes shy 

Jonathan Marchessault wasn’t chosen for the NHL All-Star Game next 
month, as the league announced the results of the Last Men In vote 
Tuesday. 

Anaheim forward Troy Terry was selected by fans over Marchessault and 
the other candidates from the Pacific Division. Terry has 22 goals and 36 
points in 38 games for the Ducks, who have been one of the biggest 
surprises of the first half. 

Marchessault leads the Knights with 18 goals in 35 appearances. 

The Knights will be represented by defenseman Alex Pietrangelo, winger 
Mark Stone and DeBoer when they host All-Star Weekend Feb. 4 and 5 
at T-Mobile Arena. 
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Golden Knights report: Prospect excited to play in Olympics 

 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-Journal 
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RJ’s three stars 

3. Penguins right wing Kasperi Kapenen — He recorded two assists to 
help Pittsburgh rally from a three-goal deficit. It was his fourth two-assist 
game of the season. 

2. Knights right wing Evgenii Dadonov — He had a goal and an assist 
and has six points in his past six games. It was the fourth time that the 
offseason trade acquisition had at least two points in a game. 

1. Penguins left wing Jason Zucker — The Las Vegan scored two key 
goals. He got Pittsburgh’s first goal in the second period, then tied the 
game in the third. 

The Penguins rallied from a 3-0 first-period deficit to tie the game 28 
seconds into the third period. Guentzel then put them ahead with his 20th 
goal, tied for seventh-most in the NHL. 

Guentzel picked up a loose puck to the right of goaltender Robin Lehner 
and skated behind the crease. He managed to get a shot attempt past 
left wing Mattias Janmark, banking the puck off Lehner’s skate and into 
the net. 

The play gave the Penguins their first lead 2:12 into the third period. 
They held on for their 13th win in 15 games. 

The last time the Knights were outshot was Nov. 16 in a 4-2 loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes. They were outshot 37-26 by the Penguins. 

The Knights’ 23-game streak without being outshot was tied for the third-
longest in NHL history since the league began tracking the stat in 1959-
60. The 1999-2000 St. Louis Blues hold the record at 29 games. 

Knights prospect Brendan Brisson can’t wait to wear a Team USA 
sweater again. 

The 29th overall pick in 2020 was picked for the U.S. Olympic hockey 
roster Thursday. The sophomore forward at Michigan represented his 
country at the 2021 World Junior Championship, winning a gold medal. 

“Every time you get to wear (the jersey), I feel like your game steps up,” 
Brisson said. “You’re playing for your whole country. There’s such a big 
meaning behind it, especially at the Olympic level, Olympic stage. 
Everybody watches.” 

The pathway for college players to go to the Olympics was cleared when 
the NHL bowed out in December. Brisson made his case with an 
impressive season of 15 goals and 15 assists in 25 games for the 
Wolverines. 

“I think my skating (has improved),” Brisson said. “It’s giving me more 
opportunities and chances to shoot the puck and score more.” 
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Mattias Janmark finally recovers from COVID, back to full strength 

 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 18, 2022 - 1:37 PM 

   

Mattias Janmark is lucky he wasn’t coaching himself. Otherwise, he 
would have been out of the Golden Knights’ lineup. 

The left wing didn’t think he performed well enough to stay in the rotation 
at the beginning of the season. He missed time with COVID-19, which 
affected his conditioning and zapped the speedy skater’s effectiveness. 

It took awhile, but Janmark is starting to look like his old self again. His 
recent play has given the Knights crucial depth scoring as injuries and 
COVID-19 absences continue to affect the team. 

“The start was for sure rough,” Janmark said. “Lately, it’s been more fluid. 
Obviously, the legs have felt a little better. I have time to find my game 
and find my rhythm. The coaches were really good with me taking some 
days off and saving some energy. Now I can look forward and feel 
better.” 

Janmark entered the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol the day before the Oct. 
12 season opener against the Seattle Kraken. He made his season debut 
Oct. 22 against the Edmonton Oilers, but wasn’t fully back for much 
longer. 

Coach Pete DeBoer said Janmark was still recovering from COVID a 
month after his return. It had a noticeable impact on a player whose 
game is built around speed. 

As DeBoer said, when Janmark is moving his feet and skating well, “he’s 
a real pain … to play against.” He backs defenders off, draws penalties 
and creates space for linemates. 

That same player wasn’t there at the beginning of the season. But the 
Knights still needed him in the lineup because they had so many other 
players out. 

“If we would’ve had healthy bodies, I don’t think I played good enough to 
be in the lineup,” Janmark said. “But we didn’t have that, and that kind of 
gave me time.” 

Janmark persevered, even though he had only one point in his first 11 
games. His willingness to attempt his recovery on the fly was admirable 
given he signed a one-year, $2 million contract in the offseason. He 
sacrificed for his team despite being a pending unrestricted free agent. 

Janmark is now playing well enough that his lineup spot isn’t in question. 
He has five goals and an assist in his past eight games. He’s also drawn 
two hooking penalties and a holding call that led to a penalty shot. His 
pesky, speedy game is back. 

It helps that he’s discovered quick chemistry with two new linemates. 
Janmark has been with center Nicolas Roy and right wing Keegan 
Kolesar five of the past six games. 

The team has a 38-25 edge in scoring chances and 19-10 advantage in 
high-danger scoring chances at five-on-five with them on the ice in those 
games. 

“He’s been awesome since we got him last year,” Roy said. “He uses his 
speed really well. He pushes the D back, and he puts a lot of pressure on 
them.” 
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Brendan Brisson gives Golden Knights Olympic representation 

 

By Justin Emerson (contact) 

Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022 | 2 a.m. 

 

It’s a shame for Golden Knights fans that they won’t be able to see Mark 
Stone or Alex Pietrangelo or Max Pacioretty or any of the half-dozen 
Vegas players who seemed destined for their respective Olympic teams. 

The NHL and NHL Players’ Association pulled the plug on league 
participation last month due to COVID-19 concerns. 

But smiling in a dorm room in Ann Arbor, Mich., his Vegas draft jersey 
hanging on the wall behind him, was the reason Golden Knights fans 
should be invested in the US men’s Olympic team. 
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That’s Brendan Brisson, the Golden Knights’ 2019 first-round draft pick 
and a sophomore for the Wolverines. With no players signed to NHL 
contracts permitted to play, USA Hockey turned primarily to the NCAA 
ranks, where the electric forward was among 15 collegians selected to 
the team for the Games in Beijing next month. 

“You grow up watching the Olympics and it’s just a thing where you think, 
‘Wow, look at these guys representing their country on the biggest 
stage,’” Brisson said. “Words couldn’t really describe how pumped I was, 
how happy I was. It was like when I got drafted, when I committed to 
Michigan, it’s all in the same boat.” 

Brisson, 20, has 15 goals and 30 points in 25 games for Michigan this 
season, and is considered the Golden Knights’ top prospect. 

Brisson already has experience winning gold for USA, helping the 
Americans beat Canada at last year’s World Junior Championships, the 
biggest competition for under-20 players. In a USA Hockey pyramid that 
sees so many layers come through the national team development 
program, Brisson took the less-heralded track of playing his junior hockey 
for the Chicago Steel in the United States Hockey League, the top 
American college feeder circuit. 

His experience though is anything but ordinary. 

The son of NHL player agent Pat Brisson, Brendan has been around 
Olympic hockey stars his entire life. His dad represents Sidney Crosby 
among others, and Brendan was in attendance for Crosby’s “Golden 
Goal” at the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver. 

“Sid’s been close to me my whole life, so obviously I wanted the US to 
win but when he scored that goal I was just as happy as anybody else 
just because I was rooting for him,” Brisson said. 

Brisson is the marquee name for Vegas fans, though some old friends 
were invited to Team Russia’s camp as well. Those would be former 
Golden Knights forwards Vadim Shipachyov, who played three games for 
Vegas in 2017-18 before his contentious exit, and Nikita Gusev, who 
signed an entry-level contract with Vegas in 2019 but was traded before 
ever playing a game. 

Shipachyov and Gusev won gold with Russia at the PyeongChang 
Games in 2018. 

The lack of NHL participation opens doors for players like Brisson, but 
shuts them for the best players in the world. Shea Theodore (Canada) 
and William Karlsson (Sweden), both expected to be selected, both 
expressed disappointment at the decision and said despite COVID-19 
worries, would have gone if their countries asked. 

In a normal year Robin Lehner would be one of the top goalies for 
Sweden, but he removed himself from consideration before the NHL and 
NHLPA’s announcement. 

Stone (Canada), Pietrangelo (Canada) and Pacioretty (USA) were 
seemingly locks for their team, as was rookie Jonas Rondbjerg for 
Denmark as one of just six Danes to appear in an NHL game. Evgenii 
Dadonov (Russia) would have merited consideration as well. 

“It was definitely on the fence whether it was going to be good for guys to 
go with the rules that they had in place, but definitely a little disappointing 
that we’re not going,” Theodore said. “The big debate was the quarantine 
rules with China, but any time you’re asked to go you’d be hard-pressed 
not to go.” 

For now, eyes shift to players with the opportunity of a lifetime, like 
Brisson and Michigan teammate Matty Beniers, last year’s second-
overall pick from Seattle. The two have skated together at Michigan, and 
could see themselves skating on a line together in Beijing too. 

Brisson will play with Team USA on his chest, representing not only 
Michigan but the Golden Knights as well. He has family on both sides of 
the US-Canada hockey rivalry, but is pleased to know his future 
employer’s fans will be rooting for his team to win. 

“I’m not a part of the team yet but I’m still part of the Vegas family,” 
Brisson said. “Just representing Vegas, playing for their fans as well, it’s 
something that’s going to be really cool. I can make a good impression of 
myself out there.” 
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Golden Knights Season Ticket Holders Receive Ticket Price Increases 
For 2022-23 

 

 January 18, 2022  

By Alan Snel of LVSportsBiz.com 

 

When you blend together all the Vegas Golden Knights season ticket 
holders, they will face a ticket price increase of 5.2 percent for 2022-23 
VGK home season at T-Mobile Arena. 

More than 90 percent of the season ticket accounts will increase 5.5 
percent and roughly 10 percent of the accounts will increase 2.5 percent, 
according to the team. 

The Knights said that’s the lowest price increase since the NHL team 
started play in 2017. 

Season ticket holders who renew their deals will receive one free jersey. 

Here’s a summery of the season ticket holder increases: 

The ticket increases were emailed to season ticket holders Tuesday. 

There are people “in the low thousands” on a ticket waiting list, the team 
said. 

Management said they did not know what the average ticket price was, 
but can come up with that number in a few weeks. Team Marketing 
Report, the publication that tracks game costs for fans attending Major 
League sports events, reported in 2020 that the Golden Knights’ average 
ticket was $104.36. 
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Halfway Point: Five Pleasant Surprises for the Vegas Golden Knights in 
2021-22 

 

Published 2 hours ago on January 18, 2022 

By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights are one game off from the halfway mark of 
the 2021-22 NHL season. They currently sit first in the Pacific Division 
with 48 points in their 40 games played. For the most part, the team has 
had a successful season so far with a winning record and a current spot 
in the Stanley Cup Playoff picture. 

With the team once again on a multi-day break from game action, let’s go 
over some of the pleasant surprises the Golden Knights have had this 
season. This is part one of a two-part mini-series released going over 
both the positive and negative surprises from the Golden Knights season 
which is now almost halfway over. 

1- Jack Eichel Is A Vegas Golden Knight 

Let’s get the big one out of the way first. Jack Eichel is a Vegas Golden 
Knight. Not only that but he is skating with the team, and is inching closer 
and closer to his return/debut which is expected in February. Eichel is 
coming off of artificial disk replacement surgery which he had done to his 
neck in mid-November. 
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I think we all knew that the Golden Knights were interested in Eichel, but 
never truly thought about how realistic the trade could have been until it 
happened. On November 4th, the Golden Knights traded Alex Tuch, 
Peyton Krebs, a 2022 first-round pick, and a 2023 second-round pick in 
exchange for Eichel and a 2023 third-round pick. 

This is only the beginning of the Jack Eichel saga in Las Vegas. The 
superstar center has yet to even play a game for the Golden Knights but 
will no doubt be an impact player for the team. This is less of a pleasant 
surprise and more of an exciting blockbuster deal by Golden Knights 
general manager Kelly McCrimmon. 

2- Chandler Stephenson Is Becoming Borderline Elite 

On just about any team in the NHL Eichel would slot in as your first-line 
center. But Golden Knights forward Chandler Stephenson has some 
different ideas for when Eichel joins the Golden Knights. As the team’s 
current first-line center, Stephenson has 37 points in 39 games played. 
He leads the team in scoring by almost ten points from the next player. 

He has been one of the few Golden Knights who has stayed fully healthy, 
only missing one game for personal reasons. Due to this, Stephenson 
has seen several linemates this season from William Carrier and Evgenii 
Dadonov to Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty. But no matter who 
Stephenson plays with, he ends up finding success. 

Stolen from the Washington Capitals for just a mere fifth-round pick, 
Stephenson has emerged as a top-six player for the Golden Knights. 
When Eichel is inserted into the Golden Knight’s lineup, head coach 
Peter DeBoer will have plenty of options with his centermen. 

3- Alex Pietrangelo Is A Horse 

The other night against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Alex Pietrangelo played 
32 minutes and 55 seconds of ice time which set a new career-high for 
the veteran defenseman. At 32 years old today (happy birthday) 
Pietrangelo still continues to be one of the top defensemen in the entire 
National Hockey League. Petro has six goals and 20 assists for 26 points 
in 38 games. 

We have seen Pietrangelo’s role increase throughout the season when 
certain defensemen have gone down due to injury and COVID-19. In the 
same aforementioned game against the Maple Leafs, Pietrangelo played 
his off-side of left defense with Alec Martinez, Nicolas Hague, and Shea 
Theodore all out. Similar to Stephenson, Pietrangelo has played well no 
matter who he is skating with on a line/defensive pairing. 

With the health of the team always fluctuating, having Pietrangelo as the 
reliable puck-moving defenseman on the back end has been a major part 
of the Golden Knight’s success this season. There is a reason why the 
2019 Stanley Cup Champion is headed to the 2022 NHL All-Star Game 
with Mark Stone and Peter DeBoer. 

4- The Emergence Of Zach Whitecloud 

Another name on the defensive side of the game that may not be getting 
as much respect is Zach Whitecloud. After signing a six-year extension in 
October, the defenseman has emerged as a reliable two-way option for 
Peter DeBoer. Whitecloud missed twelve games with a wrist injury in the 
early parts of the season but came back in dramatic fashion, scoring two 
goals against the Detroit Red Wings. 

Whitecloud has five goals, six assists, and eleven points in 28 games 
played this season. He has two multi-goal games and has seen his ice 
time take a drastic increase as he now averages 19:07 of ice time per 
game. With the Golden Knights being the cap-strapped and often injured 
team that they are, Whitecloud could become a top-four defenseman with 
the team in the next couple of years. 

5- Adversity Through Injury 

Part two of this series will be released later today which will go over five 
negative surprises for the Golden Knights. But I want to make it clear that 
all things considered the Vegas Golden Knights are in a very good spot 
halfway through the 2021-22 season all things considered. 

Injuries have ravaged the team especially early on, and COVID-19 has 
continued to affect every team in the NHL. But the Golden Knights have 
taken it in stride, persevered, and sit atop the Pacific Division standings. 

The depth in the organization has really come to life. We have already 
talked about the workload of Stephenson and Pietrangelo but how about 
guys like Nicolas Roy, Keegan Kolesar, and Brayden McNabb? Even 
Henderson Silver Knights call-ups in Jonas Rondbjerg, Daniil Miromanov, 
and Jake Leschyshyn have had a part in the Golden Knight’s success. 

The phrase “when fully healthy” is one that gets said far too often in 
sports these days. I think we are starting to realize that, especially with 
COVID-19, some teams will never get to that point. But for the Golden 
Knights, it is reassuring knowing that the team can still compete even 
without key players like Max Pacioretty, Alec Martinez, or Mark Stone. 
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OK Daily: Marchessault Misses Out On ASG, NHL To Stop Testing 
Asymptomatic Players 

 

Published 4 hours ago on January 18, 2022 

By Owen Krepps  

 

About last night… 

The Vegas Golden Knights blew a three-goal lead to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins Monday night at T-Mobile Arena and lost the game 5-3. 
Several things are to blame. Shaky goaltending, weak defense, and a 
lack of urgency on offense. But the Golden Knights are moving forwards 
and not looking in the rearview mirror. The team had yet again another 
multi-day break before their next game. They take on the struggling 
Montreal Canadiens Thursday night, once again at home. 

Vegas: Robin Lehner wanted a call for goaltender interference on the 
Penguins’ first goal in their comeback. He never got the call, but head 
coach Peter DeBoer thought about challenging the play on the bench. 

Nazem Kadri, Steven Stamkos, Jake Guentzel, and Troy Terry have 
been named the “last men in” for the 2022 NHL All-Star Game in Las 
Vegas. Terry has beaten out Golden Knights forward Jonathan 
Marchessault as the Pacific Division’s “last man in.” The Golden Knights 
will still have Alex Pietrangelo, Mark Stone, and head coach Peter 
DeBoer at the All-Star Game. 

Breaking News: The NHL and the NHL Players Association have agreed 
to stop testing asymptomatic members of teams. The new testing format 
will be implemented after the NHL’s All-Star break in early February. This 
will likely drastically decrease the number of COVID-19 cases in the NHL 
as fewer people are being tested. Alec Martinez is the only player on the 
Golden Knights who is currently in COVID-19 protocols. 

Henderson: The Henderson Silver Knight’s new home of the Dollar Loan 
Center is hosting a job fair to look for potential new employees for the 
complex. 

Happy 32nd birthday to Alex Pietrangelo today as well! 

Boston: Tonight in Boston a very special ceremony will take place as the 
Bruins will retire Willie O’Ree’s no. 22. O’Ree was the first black man to 
ever play in the National Hockey League and the Hockey Hall of Famer is 
finally getting his long-overdue jersey retirement. 

Montreal: The Canadiens have found their man as Kent Hughes has 
been named the 18th general manager in Canadiens history. 

Pittsburgh: The flip side of the Golden Knights game last night from Dan 
Kingerski of Pittsburgh Hockey Now. During the first intermission, Jeff 
Carter said the Penguins “got their sh*t together.” 

San Jose: Timo Meier scored five goals Monday night against the Los 
Angeles Kings and is the first Shark to ever score five goals in a single 
game. 
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Florida: A couple of players for the Florida Panthers tried their hand at 
dog sledding in Banff, Alberta such as Ryan Lomberg, who played five 
seasons with the Calgary Flames organization. 

Philly: Things continue to get worse for the Flyers as the team has now 
lost eight-straight games. 

Women’s Hockey: Thanks to a $25 million investment, the Premier 
Hockey League (formerly the NWHL) will be increasing its salary cap 
from $300k to $750k as well as expanding from six teams to eight as 
soon as next season. 

TSN: Toronto Maple Leaf’s defenseman Jake Muzzin has been 
diagnosed with a concussion and the Edmonton Oilers have waived 
William Lagesson. 
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Halfway Point: Five Negative Surprises for the Vegas Golden Knights in 
2021-22 

 

Published 10 hours ago on January 18, 2022 

By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights are one game off from the halfway mark of 
the 2021-22 NHL season. They currently sit first in the Pacific Division 
with 48 points in their 40 games played. For the most part, the team has 
had a successful season so far with a winning record despite injuries and 
a current spot in the Stanley Cup Playoff picture. 

With the team once again on a multi-day break from game action, let’s go 
now go over some of the negative surprises the Golden Knights have 
had this season. This is part two of a two-part mini-series released today 
going over both the positive and negative surprises from the Golden 
Knights season which is now almost halfway over. 

1- Injuries and COVID-19 

Like we did in our positive surprises, let’s start with the obvious one here. 
The Vegas Golden Knights have been decimated with both injuries and 
COVID-19 cases all season. Injuries are not excuses, but the Golden 
Knights have had a significant number of their star players miss games 
such as Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, William Karlsson, Alec Martinez, 
and now Jack Eichel. 

You have to wonder if it is just bad luck or if something is in the water for 
the Golden Knights who currently have six players unavailable (Eichel, 
Pacioretty, Martinez, Laurent Brossoit, Nicolas Hague, and Logan 
Thompson). With the NHL’s announcement today regarding no longer 
testing asymptomatic players after the All-Star break, hopefully, the injury 
bug will die down for the Golden Knights. 

Only three players have played all 40 games for the Golden Knights this 
season. Keegan Kolesar, Brayden McNabb, and Reilly Smith are this trio. 
Even head coach Peter DeBoer has missed games due to COVID-19 
concerns. For the Golden Knights, the “next man up” mentality is getting 
old and they can only hope that they can get healthier over time. 

2- Early Powerplay Struggles 

The Vegas Golden Knights started the season with an atrocious 
powerplay as they failed to score on nineteen straight attempts to start 
the season. Not only this but this powerplay goal drought started all the 
way back on June 6th, 2021 against the Colorado Avalanche in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Most of the Golden Knight’s early powerplay struggles can be chalked up 
to the fact that they were missing key players from their lineup such as 
Stone and Pacioretty. As players returned, the Golden Knight’s 

powerplay drastically improved and now operates at 20.59% which is 
good for thirteenth in the league. 

Eichel has also been practicing with the Golden Knight’s top powerplay 
unit and we could possibly see a top powerplay unit of Stone, Pacioretty, 
Eichel, Alex Pietrangelo, and Chandler Stephenson. Throw in the Misfit 
Line, and Shea Theodore on the second unit, and the Golden Knights 
powerplay is completely diffrent. 

3- The Home Record 

The powerplay has greatly improved since the start of the season. Now, 
the negative focus on the Golden Knights is starting to become the 
team’s home record. A historically good team at home, the Golden 
Knights are 12-9-2 on home ice this season. They have dropped big 
games such as Marc-Andre Fleury’s return to Las Vegas, and 
overtime/shootout games against the Winnipeg Jets and Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

On the bright side of things, the team’s road record has been solid. The 
Golden Knights swept their East Coast road trip in late December against 
the Bruins, Devils, Rangers, and Islanders. The team’s road record will 
be tested next week as they journey southeast for four tough matchups 
against the Capitals, Hurricanes, Panthers, and Lightning. 

As the Golden Knights continue to sit atop the Pacific Division standings, 
they will want to improve their record at T-Mobile Arena. Otherwise, the 
fight for home ice in the Stanley Cup Playoffs could start to mean nothing 
for the team. 

4- Robin Lehner’s Goaltending 

Robin Lehner has been okay for the Golden Knights this season. But the 
Golden Knights need a little bit more out of Lehner than just my initials. In 
28 games played Lehner is 15-11, has a .904 save percentage, and a 
2.95 goals-against average. He has been pulled twice, injured once, and 
has stopped seven of nine shots in shootouts. 

Lehner started a good chunk of the Golden Knights games at the 
beginning of the season as DeBoer wanted to get him in as many games 
as possible after his offseason injury. The Golden Knights came out of 
the gate with a 1-4 record and Lehner was pulled in game two of the 
season against the Kings. 

For a goaltender looking to replace the likes of Marc-Andre Fleury, 
Lehner still has some work to do in winning over many Golden Knights 
fans. The team is hoping that some consistency in net will start to come 
as they get both of their goalies back from injury. Lehner was hurt in his 
return to Long Island, and backup goaltender Laurent Brossoit was hurt 
in the four games that he started in the absence of Lehner. 

5- Smith and Dadonov’s Lack of Consistency 

Two more players that have been good, but need to contribute a little bit 
more for the Golden Knights are Evgenii Dadonov and Reilly Smith. With 
the emergence of Eichel and cap-space being a thing, both Dadonov and 
Smith have been linked in some NHL trade rumors. Both carry a $5 
million dollar cap hit and Smith is pending UFA. 

Smith has one goal in his last eighteen games, but he is still contributing 
offensively on the Misfit Line with Jonathan Marchessault and William 
Karlsson. As one of only three players on the Golden Knights roster who 
has played every game, Smith is second on the team in scoring with 11 
goals, 18 assists, and 29 points. Smith is a proven scorer, but with his 
name linked in some NHL trade rumors and on a contract year, he needs 
to find consistency. 

Dadonov on the other hand has six points in his last six games. He has 
been skating on the top line with Mark Stone and Chandler Stephenson. 
Overall his numbers are decent with ten goals and ten assists for 20 
points. That is a 43 point pace over an 82 game schedule. Who knows 
where he ends up when Pacioretty and Eichel return, but for Dadonov, 
continuing to score at his stable pace can only be beneficial to his future 
with the team. 
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The Athletic / NHL Trade Deadline Big Board: John Klingberg, Jakob 
Chychrun and 28 others who could be dealt 

 

Eric Duhatschek  

Jan 19, 2022 

 

Before we dive into our 2022 NHL Trade Deadline Big Board 1.0, here’s 
a view from an NHL executive about the current state of trade talks, 
which never seem to unfold as quickly as fans (or writers) want them to. 

The problem, according to one team official, is ascertaining value in a 
shifting marketplace. There’s a flat salary cap, and COVID-19 has 
disrupted the schedule (and revenue flows) for the third year in a row. 

“For years, you paid up for term when making a trade,” the executive 
said. “It meant, if you traded for someone, there was increased value for 
term because you’re getting the player, not just as a rental, but for a few 
years beyond this year, which made him worth more. 

“In a flat cap era, it’s the opposite. Taking on term sometimes decreases 
a player’s value.” 

As is almost always the case, the buyers would like to get the wheeling 
and dealing started right away in order to integrate any incoming faces 
into their lineups as soon as possible. The sellers tend to drag things out 
to see how the market develops — and in the case of some teams that 
are still within reach of a playoff spot, to see exactly which side of the buy 
or sell line they ultimately fall on. 

Let’s take a look at who might be moving at or before the March 21 trade 
deadline, ranked by intrigue. 

1. Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

Position: Right defense 

Age: 23 

Contract: $4.6 million with three years remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Chychrun’s name atop the list makes no sense on one level. People will 
reasonably ask: Why would Arizona trade a young player who led NHL 
defensemen in goalscoring last season, who is just entering his prime, 
and plays on a team-friendly contract? One source speculated it’s 
because Chychrun simply may not have the patience to wait out 
Arizona’s endless rebuild. Arizona’s modus operandi in the past 12 
months has been to trade most of their today pieces for help in the future, 
and knowing that, the inquiries for Chychrun have already started 
flooding in. One executive suggested the Coyotes were looking for a 
Jack Eichel type package — a 2022 first-rounder, plus two potentially 
foundational young pieces, preferably with a first-round pedigree. 

Chychrun’s case is a perfect opportunity to explore an important caveat 
here. For someone with his skillset and contract, the line of interested 
suitors is high. But as the Eichel talks can attest, deals of this magnitude 
can take forever to come to fruition and sometimes can go off the rails. 
Chychrun is in play, but the ask is high and so far, nobody’s met it. 
Eventually, one might. Or it could linger into the summer. Chychrun was 
a top performer on a bad team last season, but hasn’t come close to 
duplicating his goal-scoring numbers this year. But the thought is, moving 
to a better team would bring Chychrun back to last year’s levels. If he 
does get traded, it’ll be as close to a blockbuster as we get this year. The 
likelihood of something happening by March 21 is high. 

Jakob Chychrun. (David Berding / USA Today) 

2. Tomas Hertl, Sharks 

Position: Center 

Age: 28 

Contract: $5.625 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Hertl has a very limited three-team trade list, so effectively, he can limit 
the number of teams that can genuinely bid on his services. There is also 
a thought that Hertl is happy enough in San Jose that he would consider 
signing an extension. So, no guarantees he’s moving at all, but if a 
contender wants a player who can immediately step into the lineup and 
play a top-six role, the line probably begins and ends with Hertl so he 
could potentially command a premium price in return. 

Said one executive of Hertl: “I love the player. But he controls all the 
marbles. I think he’s got a very specific list of teams that he’d be 
prepared to be traded to. His trade restrictions are very tight. But the 
other thing with him is, if he’s going somewhere, he wants to go and try 
to win. So that’s encouraging.” 

3. John Klingberg, Stars 

Position: Right defense 

Age: 29 

Contract: $4.25 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Klingberg is complicated. For his production, has been underpaid for 
most of his professional life in Dallas. He wants that to change. Perfectly 
understandable. The problem is, the price tag for high-risk, high-reward 
defensemen isn’t the same as the payday for the best (younger, 
emerging) all-around defensemen. In other words, he’s not going to get 
Miro Heiskanen money ($8.45 million on a eight-year deal). And while 
Klingberg does a great job of running the power play, he can be suspect 
at five-on-five. Think about all the other players with similar flaws and 
how they have fared at the negotiating table (Tyson Barrie, $4.5 million; 
Kevin Shattenkirk, $3.9 million). Heck, Philadelphia had to pay Arizona to 
take Shayne Gostisbehere ($4.5 million) off their hands and statistically, 
Gostisbehere is having a better year than Klingberg. A new deal for 
Klingberg would likely come in below Heiskanen and above Esa Lindell 
($5.8 million AAV). Probably, it’s not surprising they’re at a contractual 
stalemate. What will ultimately determine his status at the trade deadline 
is a) what someone might bid to bring him in as a rental, and b) if Dallas 
stays in the playoff chase, would there be value in keeping Klingberg 
around as their own rental? Unless things get even more acrimonious 
after Klingberg made his unhappiness known, or the Stars get an offer 
they can’t refuse, there is a chance he stays after all. 

4. Mark Giordano, Kraken 

Position: Left defense 

Age: 38 

Contract: $6.75 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Giordano was probably the biggest name the Kraken landed in the 
expansion draft, a now 38-year-old former captain of the Calgary Flames, 
and as recently as 2019, the NHL’s Norris Trophy winner. Seattle chose 
Giordano partly for his leadership, but on the ice, he remains a viable 
force. Giordano is one of only two Seattle players averaging above 20 
minutes per night and since the Kraken are not legitimate playoff 
contenders, he would probably be their most attractive bargaining chip. 
The expectation, according to one GM, is that Seattle will ask for at least 
a first-round pick for any team interested in bidding on Giordano. 

5. Ben Chiarot, Canadiens 

Position: Defense 

Age: 30 

Contract: $3.5 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High 

Chiarot’s name came up in multiple conversations with GMs. He’s been a 
favorite of coaches, going back to his Winnipeg days under Paul 
Maurice. He’s a left-shot defenseman, 6-foot-3, 219 pounds, who has 
shown more of an offensive side to his game the last handful of years 
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and can play steady minutes alongside a younger defenseman. Best of 
all, according to one executive: “He’s got a limited no-trade, but none of 
the Canadian teams are on his no-trade list, which is so rare. He can be 
traded to any Canadian team — maybe for the first time in history. I look 
at that and say, ‘He’s a hockey player. He wants to go to a hockey 
market.’ I think that’s just awesome.” 

6. Phil Kessel, Coyotes 

Position: Right wing 

Age: 34 

Contract: $6.8 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Kessel’s AAV of $6.8 million actually comes in at only $6 million in cash 
for this season, $5 million of which was paid as a signing bonus, thanks 
to salary retention. So negligible actual dollars for a player having an OK 
season on a bad team (21 points in his first 30 games), who boasts a 
quality playoff resume. No matter what the outside world may think of 
Kessel, he is a popular and well-liked player just about everywhere he’s 
played, and thus, would probably be a seamless fit for any team looking 
for offense. Kessel leads the Coyotes in assists. One interesting shift: As 
the years have gone by, he’s become more of a playmaker than a 
shooter, so you’d better beware of what you’re getting. The days of 
Kessel sniping the potential game-winner have gone by the boards a 
little. 

7. Jake DeBrusk, Bruins 

Position: Left wing 

Age: 25 

Contract: $3.675 million, pending RFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

DeBrusk was featured on our trade board last year and here he is, still in 
Boston. The main difference: Where DeBrusk’s wish for a fresh start 
hadn’t been confirmed last year, it has been this year. It hasn’t pushed 
Bruins’ GM Don Sweeney into anything precipitous, but it is a tricky deal 
to move. The problem is the qualifying offer for whoever employs 
DeBrusk after a trade would be $4.85 million and the expectation is no 
one wants to qualify DeBrusk at that number, given his modest 
production for the past couple of years. So, determining what his actual 
value is has been the biggest stumbling block. Any team that acquires 
him is going to have to hope the short-term fit is so good they can sign 
him to an extension before qualifying offers have to be tendered. One 
executive speculated: “He’s a good player, but you can tell: The coach 
doesn’t have time for him, and he doesn’t have time for the coach, so 
he’s gotta move along.” 

8. Marc-Andre Fleury, Blackhawks 

Position: Goaltender 

Age: 37 

Contract: $7 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Fleury is ranked here because it’s still January and chances are no 
decision will be made about his future until much closer to the actual 
trade deadline — and ultimately, it will all hinge on him and his wishes. 
Assuming the Blackhawks are completely out of the playoff race by 
March, there will be teams with goaltending issues inquiring about the 
reigning Vezina Trophy winner. It’ll be up to Fleury to decide if the teams 
making inquiries are actually legitimate Stanley Cup contenders, and if 
he decides yes, then also if it’s worth disrupting his life (and his family’s) 
in the search for a fourth championship. It won’t affect his legacy either 
way — he’ll be a first-ballot Hall of Famer. But if the hunger to win is still 
there, and an opportunity is presented to him, Fleury moving at the 
deadline could tip the Stanley Cup scales in one team’s direction maybe 
more significantly than any other player currently on the board. Is 
Edmonton legit? No one can really say for sure. So, maybe if Darcy 
Kuemper continues to have an up-and-down year, Colorado could make 

a push for Fleury. Fleury’s 10-team no-trade list that would need to be 
navigated. 

9. Dominik Kubalik, Blackhawks 

Position: Left wing 

Age: 26 

Contract: 3.7 million, pending RFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Hard to believe it was just the summer of 2020 when Kubalik was named 
as a finalist for the Calder Trophy, alongside Cale Makar and Quinn 
Hughes. That season, Kubalik scored 30 goals in 68 games for the 
Blackhawks, 26 of them at even-strength. It’s been a rougher ride for 
Kubalik since then, but he’s still just 26, has a reasonable contract ($3.7 
million), and is a restricted free agent following the season. In short, he’d 
be a perfect middle-of-the-lineup addition for any team needing a shot of 
goalscoring. He’s been linked in the Czech media to Edmonton, a team 
desperately in search of depth up front. The Blackhawks have also been 
trying to move Dylan Strome for a while now, and as the cap numbers 
dwindle — he’s on a $3 million deal that expires after this year — the 
odds of him moving increase exponentially. As with Kubalik, there is a 
temptation to link Strome to Edmonton because of his connection to 
Connor McDavid, dating back to their junior days in Erie. 

10. Calle Jarnkrok, Kraken 

Position: Center 

Age: 30 

Contract: $2 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

If Giordano is Seattle’s most valuable trade commodity, Jarnkrok is likely 
No. 2. He’s just a good all-around player who can play up and down any 
team’s lineup. He’s the sort of depth piece any contender would want. 
So, for example, if Tampa Bay wanted someone to come in and replace 
the third line they lost last summer, he would be a perfect candidate to fill 
the void. 

11. Andreas Johnsson, Devils 

Position: Left wing 

Age: 27 

Contract: $3.4 million with one year remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Johnsson has mostly flown under the radar since leaving Toronto, a 
salary-cap casualty at the time. But he’s been quietly effective for the 
Devils this season — fourth in scoring in early January with 21 points in 
33 games, despite playing just under 15 minutes per night. He looks like 
he could be a useful top-nine addition for a contender. 

12. Kailer Yamamoto, Oilers 

Position: Right wing 

Age: 23 

Contract: $1.175 million, pending RFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Low. 

The Oilers’ first-round pick in 2017 (No. 22) has shown flashes of NHL 
skill and grit but hasn’t been able to bring night-in, night-out consistency 
at the NHL level — yet. If the Oilers are seeking a top-nine lineup forward 
reinforcement from expansion Seattle, Yamamoto might be a nice fit on 
the Kraken going forward where Jordan Eberle could provide an 
important role model. 

13. Rasmus Ristolainen, Flyers 

Position: Right defense 

Age: 27 
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Contract: $5.4 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

The Flyers have made modest strides under Mike Yeo, but it’s hard to 
believe they can make up the necessary ground to reel in Boston for the 
final wild-card spot in the East. If they can’t, and that becomes clearer 
closer to the deadline, they’ll have a couple of pending UFAs on the blue 
line that may attract interest in Ristolainen and Justin Braun. Braun is 
older (34) and cheaper ($1.8 million), so he’ll likely be flipped for sure. 
Ristolainen tends to be more of a polarizing player, but he’s still only 27, 
earns $5.4 million and someone will surely believe they can unlock the 
potential that seems to be lurking just below the surface there, year after 
year. 

14. Max Domi, Blue Jackets 

Position: Center 

Age: 26 

Contract: $5.3 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

The Blue Jackets are in a similar position to Philadelphia, just hanging on 
the edge of the playoff race, needing a major push in January and 
February to play themselves legitimately back into the mix. If they can’t, 
they’ll likely listen on Domi. Domi’s had wild swings throughout his career 
thus far — the appeal here would be for any team that happened to lose 
a center to injury close to the deadline and was willing to bet they could 
get Domi integrated into their lineups quickly. Jack Roslovic is another 
candidate to move — he was the add-on in the Patrick Laine trade last 
year and got off to a roaring good start with his hometown team, but 
hasn’t nearly been able to duplicate the magic this season. He would be 
a less pricey add than Domi at a $1.833 million AAV heading into his 
RFA year. 

15. Nick Leddy, Red Wings 

Position: Left defense 

Age: 30 

Contract: $5.5 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

It seems as if Leddy has been around forever, but he’s actually just 30 
and been a steadying influence on an improving Detroit team that’s stuck 
around the playoff race longer than anyone could have imagined. The 
Red Wings have been a consistent seller during their rebuild — one thing 
about GM Steve Yzerman is he’s very pragmatic and doesn’t see the 
world through rose-colored glasses. So, if someone stepped up and 
made an offer for Leddy, chances are the Red Wings would move him. 

16. Joonas Korpisalo, Blue Jackets 

Position: Goaltender 

Age: 27 

Contract: $2.8 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Other than to discuss Fleury’s possible availability, we’ve waited until this 
long to put a goalie on the trade board because goalie trades tend to be 
notoriously difficult to execute midseason. The Blue Jackets sent a signal 
that Korpisalo would be their odd man out when they signed Elvis 
Merzlikins to an extension earlier this season, and they are prepared to 
integrate Daniil Tarasov as his eventual backup. The problem is, 
Korpisalo hasn’t had a distinguished season this far — save percentage 
under .900, goals-against average over 3.75. At different times, Korpisalo 
has been linked in a possible trade to Edmonton. That’s the other 
complication with goalie deals — other than the Oilers and possibly the 
Capitals or Avalanche, there aren’t too many contenders looking for help 
right now. If Columbus were to take Mikko Koskinen off Edmonton’s 
hands as part of any deal for Korpisalo, you can imagine a fit might occur 
there. 

17. Semyon Varlamov, Islanders 

Position: Goaltender 

Age: 33 

Contract: $5 million with one year remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

See above. The complication with Varlamov is that he has a year 
remaining beyond this one on a contract that also includes a modified no-
trade clause in which he can list a whopping 16 teams on his no-trade 
list. So, it would limit the suitors to a) teams looking for more than just a 
rental that could imagine Varlamov as their starter beyond this season, 
and b) teams that could make the salary-cap numbers work. Could he 
end up back in Washington, where he started his NHL career? Or 
Colorado, his next stop after Washington? That would be endlessly 
fascinating. There’s one real possible destination: Edmonton, where the 
Oilers could theoretically ship Koskinen ($4.5 million, on an expiring 
contract) back to the Islanders, making the salary-cap numbers for the 
current year nearly a wash, and then use Varlamov next year to help 
bridge the gap until Stuart Skinner is ready to be a No. 1 goalie in the 
NHL. A pick and a prospect going to the Islanders, in addition to 
Koskinen’s contract, might get it done. 

18. Calvin de Haan, Blackhawks 

Position: Defense 

Age: 30 

Contract: $4.55 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Another in a longish line of depth defensemen who could become 
available. He’s playing top-four minutes on the Blackhawks blue line this 
year, and in a career that’ll be approaching 500 NHL games played by 
the deadline, was a steady playoff contributor for Carolina in 2019 and 
Chicago in 2020. 

19. Reilly Smith, Golden Knights 

Position: Right wing 

Age: 30 

Contract: $5 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

There is no official word on when Max Pacioretty might get back in the 
Vegas lineup once he’s recovered from wrist surgery, though if it 
happens sometime in February, the Golden Knights may still have to 
make a major pre-deadline move to accommodate Jack Eichel’s potential 
return. If they do, Smith’s name would be the most attractive option for an 
acquiring team, given he’s on an expiring contract. In the midst of 
another good year, he can play the power play, is an effective penalty 
killer, skates well, and has impressive totals in four years of playoff action 
on behalf of the Golden Knights (52 points in 66 games). Jonathan 
Marchessault and William Karlsson would be other possibilities, but both 
have substantial term left on their contracts, making them harder to 
move. 

20. Vladislav Namestnikov, Red Wings 

Position: Center 

Age: 29 

Contract: $2 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Namestnikov is a trade deadline staple — he’s been moved twice in-
season in the past four years. Would a return to Tampa Bay make 
sense? He played for Jon Cooper in both Syracuse and Tampa Bay 
previously, and would likely provide a depth forward that could help the 
Lightning as they aim for a three-peat. 

21. Tyler Toffoli, Canadiens 

Position: Right wing 
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Age: 29 

Contract: $4.25 million with two years remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Believe it or not, Montreal has the most actual dollars committed to 
players this season ($95.195 million), ahead of even Tampa Bay or 
Vegas. Accordingly, the issue for Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes is getting 
that payroll under control, which may require moving quality players on 
long-term deals. Probably the three most attractive are Josh Anderson 
(27, $5.5 million until 2026-27), Christian Dvorak (25, $4.45 million until 
2024-25) or Tyler Toffoli (29, $4.25 million until 2023-24). Both Toffoli 
and Anderson demonstrated their playoff chops during last year’s 
unexpected run to the Stanley Cup Final. Chances of the Canadiens 
moving on from all three are negligible — the odds they’ll move one 
player with term before the deadline is considered pretty high by more 
than one NHL executive. 

22. Colin Miller, Sabres 

Position: Right defense 

Age: 29 

Contract: $3.875 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Like Leddy, Miller is third in TOI on the Sabres. Like Leddy, he’s on an 
expiring contract, with a little bit of an offensive pedigree. Miller was an 
effective contributor for Vegas during the Golden Knights’ inaugural 
season (2017-18). If the Rangers are looking for blue line depth, you’d 
have to think Gerard Gallant might put in a good word for Miller. Also 
available in Buffalo on the blue line: Robert Hagg and the versatile Mark 
Pysyk, while both Cody Eakin and Vinnie Hinostroza could be had from 
their forward group. Like Miller, Eakin has a tie to Gallant via that magical 
first year in Vegas. 

23. Chris Tierney, Senators 

Position: Center 

Age: 27 

Contract: $3.5 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Any team interested in acquiring Tierney would have to take a leap of 
faith that his current numbers (only seven points in his first 29 games), 
playing just over 13 minutes per night, are an aberration and a function of 
Ottawa trying to give younger players more valuable minutes as part of 
their rebuild. Tierney was an effective player in his first two years in 
Ottawa (a career-high 48 points in 2018-19) and for two years, was better 
than 50 percent in the faceoff circle. Centers tend to be few and far 
between at the deadline, and so Tierney might tempt some teams looking 
for a depth player. 

24. Gabriel Vilardi, Kings 

Position: Center 

Age: 22 

Contract: $894,167, pending RFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Low. 

Vilardi is an interesting case study — He’s big, strong, good hands, but 
not overly fleet of foot, and someone who can’t stick in the Kings’ lineup, 
in part because he’s playing behind Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault. 
He’s technically a center who may be better off forging an NHL career on 
the wing. But he also looks like another in a long line of NHL prospects 
who looks as if he needs a fresh start to get any traction in his career. 
With the depth of the Kings’ pipeline at center (also Quinton Byfield, Alex 
Turcotte and Rasmus Kupari), it’s likely they’d be willing to part from any 
of the above beyond Byfield. Maybe sooner than later. 

Gabriel Vilardi. (Jeff Le / USA Today) 

25. Mason Appleton, Kraken 

Position: Center 

Age: 26 

Contract: $900,000, pending RFA 

Likelihood of a trade: High. 

Appleton’s appeal is two-fold: A very modest cap hit ($900,000) on an 
expiring contract, which leads him into an RFA year (meaning the 
acquiring team has control over his rights for at least one more year). 
Appleton was an able third-line force for Winnipeg prior to getting chosen 
by Seattle in the expansion draft. 

26. Claude Giroux, Flyers 

Position: Center 

Age: 34 

Contract: $8.275 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Low. 

On a team with a lot of underachievers, Giroux has actually been pretty 
good — leading the team in scoring, playing over 18 minutes a night. He 
just turned 34 on Jan. 12 and has been a Flyers’ mainstay since his NHL 
debut in the 2007-08 season. It makes him a hard player to move on 
from emotionally. And then there are the financial complications as well 
— Giroux is on an expiring contract with a full no-move that counts 
$8.275 million against the salary cap but actually pays him $5 million this 
season, $1 million of which was paid as a bonus at the start of the year. 
So, the actual dollars? Not bad. Question: Could Giroux be this year’s 
Jarome Iginla? Someone given a chance to seek a Stanley Cup 
opportunity elsewhere as a career opportunity? It would obviously be a 
complicated deal to complete, in part because of the message it would 
send — that the Flyers are moving on from a player who’s been the face 
of the franchise for a decade. But if Giroux is in play, he would be a 
fascinating reinforcement — versatile (can play both wing and center), 
fiery and competitive, and most of all, still skilled and productive. Giroux 
would, in short, check a lot of boxes for a would-be contender. 

27. Jonathan Quick, Kings 

Position: Goaltender 

Age: 35 

Contract: $5.8 million with one year remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Like Fleury, Quick has an attractive Stanley Cup pedigree. In some ways, 
he might be a more attractive commodity, given that he’s slightly 
younger, in the midst of a strong bounce-back season, earns slightly less 
money  and most importantly, doesn’t have any trade protection. Quick 
has arguably been L.A.’s most important contributor this year, and one 
reason they’ve been far more competitive than anyone might have 
imagined. Presumably, the only way they’d move on from him is if a) they 
believe Cal Petersen is back on track after a slow start, and b) someone 
offers them a meaningful return. The most logical landing spot for Quick 
would be Washington, which has a narrow Stanley Cup window that 
would probably coincide with the two years remaining on Quick’s 
contract. Colorado could also be an option if the Avalanche don’t think 
they can go all the way this year with Kuemper. The two GMs — 
Colorado’s Joe Sakic and L.A.’s Rob Blake — are former teammates and 
have a close relationship. 

28. Vladimir Tarasenko, Blues 

Position: Right wing 

Age: 30 

Contract: $7.5 million with one year remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

It wasn’t that long ago that Tarasenko asked the Blues for a trade, which 
didn’t happen for two main reasons: money and performance. Teams 
were concerned about the state of Tarasenko’s game because of his 
various shoulder problems that required surgery, and to take on a $7.5 
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million annual contract without any assurances that he was fully 
recovered and healthy seemed too great a risk. But Tarasenko has had 
an excellent season (20 goals in his first 34 games, averaging a point per 
game), which has largely removed that concern. Moreover, his contract is 
getting ever more manageable — just this year and next remain until he 
becomes a UFA. Would the Blues move on from him in the midst of the 
season? Hard to imagine, unless they really get into a cap crunch. If 
Tarasenko still wants out at season’s end, it’s a far easier trade to 
execute in the summer, when teams have greater flexibility to work 
around their cap issues. 

29. Jason Zucker, Penguins 

Position: Left wing 

Age: 30 

Contract: $5.5 million with one year remaining 

Likelihood of a trade: Medium. 

Zucker was almost moved from Minnesota to Calgary a couple of years 
ago at the trade deadline, only to have the deal fall apart at the 11th 
hour. He was then subsequently moved to Pittsburgh in the offseason. 
Zucker never quite found his stride with the Penguins and now that 
Pittsburgh is getting healthy, he’s getting crowded out of even the top-
nine. It’s a hard contract to move in-season: $5.5 million for this year and 
next, and Zucker can submit a 10-team no-trade list. As with Tarasenko, 
it’s just an easier deal to complete in the summer. 

30. Victor Rask, Wild 

Position: Center 

Age: 28 

Contract: $4 million, pending UFA 

Likelihood of a trade: Low. 

There’s wanting to trade a player and then actually executing the 
transaction. Rask had a couple of opportunities to play up the depth 
chart, last year and this year, and occasionally was even an effective 
player. But he’s been largely a forgotten man, after first Joel Eriksson 
Ek’s emergence and then the strong play of Ryan Hartman this season. 
Moving his contract won’t be eas. If he can manage it, then Wild GM Bill 
Guerin solidifies his credentials as a top-three candidate for GM of the 
year. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: The 10 most successful midseason 
goalie trades of the cap era, ranked 
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You can’t trade for a good goaltender during the season. 

It’s become conventional wisdom in the NHL’s cap era, and it’s not hard 
to see why. If your team finds itself needing a goaltender, you’re almost 
by definition dealing from a position of weakness, so prices will be high. 
And the market is never all that exciting, for the simple reason that 
contending teams aren’t trading their goalies, and bad teams are usually 
bad because their goaltending stinks to begin with. So if find yourself 
needing an upgrade in net, you’re better off waiting for the offseason. 

You’re hearing it again this year, as teams like Edmonton, Buffalo and 
Colorado could be in the market for a goalie, and teams like Boston, 
Columbus or Dallas could be shopping one. You’d think there could be a 
match there somewhere, but apparently not, we’re told. Reigning Vezina 

winner Marc-Andre Fleury? Sure, it sounds nice in theory, but those 
deals just don’t work out in the middle of a season. 

The classic example is Ryan Miller. He was a fantastic goaltender, one 
who won nearly 400 games while building a resume that might get him 
into the Hall of Fame discussion. He won a Vezina in Buffalo, had a solid 
run in Vancouver, and finished his career as a dependable veteran option 
in Anaheim. But in the middle of all of that, there was the 2013-14 
season, when the Sabres made Miller the rare star goaltender to hit the 
midseason trade market. The Blues won the bidding war, only to see 
Miller struggle down the stretch on the way to a first-round exit that 
spelled the end of his brief stint in St. Louis. The deal is widely viewed as 
a bust for the Blues, and as the cautionary example that midseason 
goalie trades are futile. 

Except … what about when they’re not? 

We can listen to GMs complain about how hard their job is, and we can 
hold up the Miller trade to prove them right. But the reality is that there 
have been several midseason goalie trades during the cap era that 
worked out just fine. A few of them worked out great. 

That seems like the sort of thing that calls for a ranking. So today, we’re 
going to look back on 10 midseason goalie trades that worked out best 
for the team making them. We’re looking for NHL goalies here, not 
prospects, which is to say that we want guys who played at least one big-
league game for each team that year. Trades only, not waivers (sorry Ilya 
Bryzgalov and Michael Leighton). And we’ll look at both the immediate 
impact a trade had on that season as well as whether the guy stuck 
around. 

We’ll count down 10 through one, based on a strict criteria of me just 
making this up as I go. And we’ll start with one that I didn’t even 
remember until I started digging into the research … 

10. Cristobal Huet to Washington in 2008 

The goalie: Huet was always a long shot to have an NHL impact. He was 
drafted in the seventh round in 2001 at the age of 25, and had a couple 
of solid years with the Kings. But a trade to the Habs during the 2004 
offseason opened the door to more playing time, and he ended up 
leading the NHL in save percentage during the 2005-06 season. He was 
named to the All-Star team in 2006-07, and was on his way to another 
strong year as the 2008 deadline approached. 

The trade: With a young Carey Price emerging, the Canadiens sent Huet 
to the Capitals for a second-round pick. 

The results: Huet took over the Caps’ starter job from a struggling Olaf 
Kolzig and played well enough down the stretch to get them into the 
playoffs by two points. They’d go on to lose to the Flyers in seven in the 
opening round, although Huet was fine. There was no long playoff run 
and Huet left as a UFA in the offseason, so this deal was hardly earth-
shattering. But you could make a good case that it was the difference 
between the Capitals making or missing the playoffs. 

9. Mike Smith to Tampa Bay in 2008 

The goalie: Long before he was the 39-year-old expected to save the 
Oilers season, Smith was a promising 25-year-old goalie with 44 career 
appearances. He’d played well, even making the All-Rookie team in 
2007. 

The trade: On the very same day as the Huet trade, the Stars included 
Smith in a package that also featured Jussi Jokinen, Jeff Halpern and a 
pick to pry Brad Richards and Johan Holmqvist away from the Lightning. 

The results: Smith struggled when he first arrived in Tampa, but 
established himself as the starter for most of the next three years. In all, 
we won over 100 games for the rebuilding Lightning, helping them get 
back to the playoffs. He’d depart as a free agent in 2011, leaving the 
Lightning with a need for a new long-term goaltender that they’d end up 
addressing a little later in this list. 

8. Darcy Kuemper to Arizona in 2018 

The goalie: At the time, Kuemper was a 27-year-old career backup who’d 
put up solid numbers in Minnesota before signing with the Kings in the 
2017 offseason. He looked great in L.A., as backup goalies often do, and 
other teams started calling about acquiring him. 
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The trade: The Kings sent Kuemper to the Coyotes in a trade for Tobias 
Rieder and Scott Wedgewood. 

The results: Originally viewed as a backup to Antti Raanta, Kuemper got 
plenty of playing time and made the most of it. He had a career year in 
his first full season in Arizona, starting 55 games with a .925 save 
percentage and finishing fifth in Vezina voting. He put in two more years 
as the Coyotes 1A before being dealt to the Avalanche last summer for a 
package that included a first-round pick. Meanwhile, Rieder has 13 goals 
in the four years since the trade, and Wedgewood is back in Arizona. Not 
a bad deal for the Coyotes. 

7. Jack Campbell to Toronto in 2020 

The goalie: Campbell was the rare cap-era goalie to be taken with a high 
first-round pick, going 11th to Dallas in 2010. But he’d only played one 
game in six years for the Stars before being dealt to the Kings, where he 
eventually settled in as yet another solid backup. Midway through the 
2019-20 season, Campbell was a 28-year-old with just 50 career starts 
on his resume. 

The trade: The Kings sent Campbell and Kyle Clifford to the Leafs for two 
third-round picks and Trevor Moore. 

The results: Campbell helped steady things for a Leafs team that was 
desperate for a reliable backup, but ended up playing just six games for 
Toronto the rest of the season, which is why this trade doesn’t rank 
higher. He shared the net with Freddie Andersen in 2020-21, and was 
the only Leaf to look good in their playoff loss to the Habs. He’s now the 
unquestioned starter for the first time in his career, and has played well 
enough to earn some Vezina buzz. 

6. Robin Lehner to Vegas in 2020 

The goalie: Lehner was on his fourth NHL team, playing well in Chicago 
after successful stops with the Senators, Sabres and Islanders. With free 
agency looming and Chicago having no chance at the postseason (we 
thought), he became a rental target for a contender that needed a starter. 

The trade: The Hawks traded Lehner to the Golden Knights, who did not 
need a starter, which confused everyone. In exchange, they got a 
second-round pick plus prospects Stanislav Demin and Malcolm Subban. 

The results: Lehner only played three regular-season games for the 
Golden Knights before the pandemic hit, but when play resumed in the 
bubble he largely took over the starter’s job from Marc-Andre Fleury, 
leading to one of the greatest tweets of all-time. Fleury earned the net 
back in 2020-21, winning the Vezina in the process before being dumped 
in the offseason. Lehner is now the undisputed starter in Vegas and has 
a contract through 2025, meaning the trade could move up this list 
significantly in the coming years. 

5. Devan Dubnyk to the Wild in 2015 

The goalie: A former first-round pick who’d had a solid start to his career, 
Dubnyk struggled in his fifth year with the Oilers and was flipped to the 
Predators for Matt Hendricks. He lasted just two games in Nashville (and 
was awful) before being waived, capping off a disastrous season. He 
tried to resurrect his career by signing a bargain-basement one-year deal 
with the Coyotes to back up Mike Smith in 2014-15, and was good 
enough that the team was able to flip him for an asset midway through 
the season. 

The trade: The Coyotes sent Dubnyk to Minnesota in exchange for a 
third-round pick. 

The results: Dubnyk immediately transformed into one of the best goalies 
in the league, playing so well in the second half of that 2014-15 season 
that he was a Vezina finalist, a Second Team All-Star, and the fourth-
place finisher in Hart voting. 

Goaltending makes no damn sense. 

Maybe even more amazing, Dubnyk went on to prove that his Wild 
resurgence wasn’t a fluke, posting four more strong years in Minnesota 
from 2016 through 2019, he had the second-most wins of any goalie in 
the league. His numbers dropped in 2019-20 and he split what looks like 
the last year of his career between San Jose and Colorado, so this 
wasn’t exactly a long-term success story. Still, any time you can get 

nearly a half-decade of elite goaltending off of the scrap heap for next to 
nothing, it’s a massive win. 

4. Craig Anderson to Ottawa in 2011 

The goalie: Anderson had already played parts of three seasons in 
Chicago, three more in Florida and was in his second year in Colorado. 
His first year with the Avs had seen him start an eye-popping 71 games 
and finish fourth in Vezina voting, but his 2010-11 season had been 
rough, and with his contract set to expire the Avalanche decided to flip 
him for a younger and cheaper option. 

The trade: The Avalanche sent Anderson to Ottawa in a straight-up 
goalie swap, getting Brian Elliot in return. 

The results: Elliott played just 12 games in Colorado before heading to 
the Blues as a free agent, making this deal a little confusing from the Avs 
perspective. But it worked out beautifully for Ottawa, who got their starter 
for most of the next decade. Anderson put up strong numbers for most of 
that span, including a monster 2012-13 season that saw him lead the 
league in save percentage and goals-against average. He started 40 
playoff games for the Senators, and left as the franchise leader in just 
about every goaltending category. This was one of those rare reals 
where a change of scenery for a struggling player really did flip the switch 
on a career turnaround. 

3. Ben Bishop to Tampa in 2013 

The goalie: We could pick a few Bishop trades, as he was involved in 
three midseason trades in his career. But the biggest came in 2013, 
when the Senators found themselves in the enviable position of having 
too much goaltending. Anderson was having that career year we just 
mentioned, and a 21-year-old Lehner was knocking at the door. The 26-
year-old Bishop was the odd man out. 

The trade: The Senators sent Bishop to Tampa for Cory Conacher and a 
fourth. 

The results: Conacher was halfway through his rookie year and already 
had 11 goals, but he’d have only six in parts of two season in Ottawa and 
didn’t do much in three other NHL stops. Meanwhile, Bishop would start 
60-plus games for each of the next three seasons in Tampa, finishing as 
a Vezina finalist twice and leading the team to the Stanley Cup final in 
2015. He kept the starter’s job until the emergence of Andrei Vasilevskiy 
pushed him out, then went on to do some strong work in Dallas before 
injuries ended his career. 

2. Roberto Luongo to Florida in 2014 (and also Jacob Markstrom to 
Vancouver in 2014) 

The goalies: Luongo was a 34-year-old veteran who possessed a Hall of 
Fame resume but also a contract that very famously sucked, the latter of 
which had launched a few years of trade rumors. Markstrom was a 24-
year-old in his second season as a full-time NHL goalie. 

The trade: Near the 2014 deadline, the Canucks sent Luongo and Steven 
Anthony to the Panthers for Markstrom and Shawn Matthias. 

The results: The acquisition of Luongo worked out well for the Panthers, 
as he gave a team that had been relying on 40-year-old Tim Thomas an 
upgrade to four years of stable goaltending highlighted by a fourth-place 
finish in Vezina voting in 2016. He didn’t really fade until 2018-19, at 
which point he retired rather than hang around and collect the last three 
years left on his deal. From a Florida perspective, the deal worked out 
just about as well as they could have hoped. 

Somewhat more surprisingly, it also worked out great for the Canucks 
despite being widely viewed as a salary dump at the time. Markstrom 
didn’t emerge as a significant contributor until 2015-16, but eventually 
became the full-time starter and gave Vancouver a few years of strong 
goaltending, highlighted by a fourth-place Vezina finish of his own. He left 
as a UFA in 2020, but combined with the cap space that the deal freed 
up (and despite some unfair cap recapture tacked on by Luongo’s 
retirement), the deal was a win for the Canucks, making for the rare trade 
where both teams would probably be willing to do it all over again. 

1. Dwayne Roloson to Edmonton in 2006 

The goalie: Roloson was a 36-year-old journeyman who’d spent most of 
his career as a backup before blossoming into a very dependable starter 
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in Minnesota, even leading the league in save percentage in 2003-04. 
But his numbers had dipped in 2005-06 and Manny Fernandez was 
taking his job, so the Wild made the pending UFA available at the 
deadline. 

The trade: The Oilers, struggling to make the playoffs thanks largely to a 
weakness in net, paid up to land Roloson from the Wild. They gave up 
their first-round pick plus a conditional third for what everyone assumed 
was an expensive short-term rental. But hey, they had Chris Pronger, 
and when you have a superstar in his prime you can’t burn a season on 
shoddy goaltending, am I right Oiler fans? 

The results: When any playoff bubble team makes a deadline deal, this is 
the one they’re dreaming of. Roloson wasn’t actually great down the 
stretch, but he stabilized the position enough for a talented Oilers team to 
sneak into the West’s eighth and final playoff spot. Then he transformed 
into Jacques Plante for three rounds, leading the Oilers on one of the 
great underdog runs in modern NHL history. With Pronger on the blueline 
and Roloson standing on his head in the crease, the Oilers shut down the 
Wings, Sharks and Ducks in successive upsets to earn a trip to the Final, 
and a chance to finally bring a championship back to Edmonton. 

That’s when this happened, and the Cinderella story ends. Would the 
Oilers have won it all if Roloson hadn’t been hurt? We’ll never know, but 
it’s not hard to imagine that they would have. This should have been the 
trade that turned into a Stanley Cup. 

As a bonus, Roloson re-signed in Edmonton and gave the team three 
more years of solid play. But even if he hadn’t, it would have been hard 
to rank this deal anywhere but number one. 

And yes, there’s some irony in recognizing a trade that saw the Oilers 
give up on future assets because they believed they could make a run 
with better goaltending, given what Ken Holland is facing today. We’ll see 
what he ends up doing. But if he tries to tell you that midseason goalie 
trades never work, someone please remind him of all of these deals. 
Especially the one that almost delivered a Stanley Cup to the Edmonton 
Oilers. 
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Today I update my 2022 NHL Entry Draft rankings at the midseason 
point. 

Early indicators are that 2022 looks like a below-average draft class. This 
is the opinion shared among most NHL personnel as well. A lot of the top 
prospects have come out of the gates with slow starts. Shane Wright is 
still the odds-on favorite to be the first pick, although based on polls 
around the league I wouldn’t call it a foregone conclusion that he goes 
No. 1 in July. While neither are No. 2 on my personal list, USNTDP 
center Logan Cooley and TPS winger Juraj Slafkovsky are the players 
most often mentioned as challengers to Wright by league personnel. 

It is a forward-heavy group, and thus it is expected the consensus top 
two defensemen in scouting circles, David Jiricek and Simon Nemec, 
would go very fast if the draft was held today. 

The players are placed in a tier showing their NHL projection; for now I 
will only rank those I feel are in the upper echelon of the draft. Their 
skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete level are also given a 
grade, with their shot being given a grade if it’s notably good or poor. The 
grading scale for tools has six levels, so it could be interpreted as 1-6, 

but it will be written out as poor, below NHL average, NHL average, 
above NHL average, high-end and elite. 

A more in-depth draft ranking will be  

Published in the spring. 

Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

1. Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Jan. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.5″ | 185 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 1 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Wright is the captain and a top player for a top OHL team in 
Kingston. He was a top two line center for Canada’s U20 team at the 
world juniors. He scored 9 goals and 14 points in 5 games at the U18 
worlds as a U17 player leading Canada to gold. He was granted 
exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old where he scored 
39 goals and 66 points in 58 games. 

Analysis: Wright is the top prospect in the 2022 NHL Draft. He’s a very 
well-rounded center who has no noticeable flaw in his skill set but also 
does not have a ton about his game that gets you overly excited. He can 
skate and handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s game translates 
because of his compete and direct style of play. He takes pucks to the 
net and plays with pace. He can pull up to make a tough pass but he 
prefers to take pucks to the interior or shoot. His shot is his main weapon 
and the main reason I think he can become an NHL star, showing the 
ability to pick corners from long range consistently. Off the puck he’s 
competitive and responsible, showing maturity beyond his years. He 
projects as a No. 1 center in the NHL due to his all-around play but 
probably won’t be an elite scorer in the league. 

Projected top of the lineup player 

2. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia (RUSSIA-2) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 2 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Miroshnichenko has played all season up versus men in 
Russia’s second tier league in a regular role. He scored 1 goal and 2 
points at the U20 4 nations in November. He was the captain and a 
leading player for Russia’s U18 team when they won Hlinka Gretzky 
gold. He scored 6 goals and 8 points in 7 games at the U18 World 
Championships the previous season. He originally intended to play in 
Muskegon of the USHL instead of Russia the past two seasons but ran 
into visa issues. 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes you want in a 
top NHL winger. He’s got good size and strength. He’s a strong skater. 
He’s highly skilled. He can make plays and he’s highly competitive. His 
shot is a bullet and can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. 
He can beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, he 
can create at evens and on the power play. He has a bulky frame and 
can play a powerful style of game. He projects as a top line winger. 
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3. Logan Cooley, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 174 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 3 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Cooley has been the leading player on the 2004 age group 
for the USNTDP the last two years. He made the USA world junior team 
as a 17-year-old in a significant role as their No. 2 center with power play 
time. He was a top player for the U18 team as a 16-year-old as well. He’s 
committed to the University of Notre Dame. 

Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck on his stick 
you instantly notice him because of his high-end speed, skill and 
offensive IQ. He can make highly creative dekes and passes at full 
speed. The pace of his game is why I think he will be a top NHL player. 
He takes pucks up the ice and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he 
plays hard. He can drive play at even strength while also having the 
vision and shot to be a power play threat running a unit from the walls. 
He projects as a first line forward; if it’s as a center it would be a low-end 
first line center in the NHL. 

4. David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen (CZREP) 

Nov. 28, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 189 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Jiricek was playing a notable role on a good Czech league 
team and looking very good versus men before a knee injury at the world 
juniors knocked him out for the second half. He played games for the 
senior Czech team at the Karjala Cup. He was also named one of 
Czechia’s best players at the 2021 world juniors despite being one of the 
youngest players in the tournament. 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes an impact at 
both ends of the rink. He has great individual skill to make opponents 
miss. You combine that with very good vision and a hard point shot, and 
inside the offensive zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous 
on a power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets around 
well enough. He shows some shiftiness to pull away from checks but 
lacks ideal speed and burst for the NHL level. Despite that, he defends 
well due to his reach and a high level of physical play, often punishing 
opposing forwards with his body. He projects as a top pair defenseman. 

5. Juraj Slafkovsky, C, Tps (FINLAND) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 218 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Slafkovsky has been a regular player for TPS this season. 
He played a notable role on Slovakia’s U20 team, which outshot Sweden 
2:1 in a world junior game. He played for Slovakia’s national team in the 
Olympic qualifiers, and in the World Championships as a U17 player. He 
was a top player for the Slovakian U20 team as a 16-year-old and a top 
player for a top Finland Jr. team in 2021. 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a top NHL 
forward. He’s a 6-4 winger who can beat opponents with speed and skill. 
He can use finesse to put pucks through opponents, or power and 
quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can set up and finish 
plays well. Physically he won’t run over guys, but his compete is good 
enough. He projects as a top line winger. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

6. Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 190 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Nemec has played significant minutes versus men in 
Slovakia for the last two seasons. He has immense international 
experience. He’s already played in world juniors, being among Slovakia’s 
best players both times. He was the best defenseman at the Hlinka 
Gretzky cup this summer and played for the senior team at the World 
Championships last season. 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His puck game is 
great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot of tough plays often. 
Nemec can hit seams, make plays under pressure and makes a great 
outlet pass. He also shows individual skill which, when combined with 
good speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition. Defensively, he’s 
solid due to his skating, compete and brain even though he’s not 
imposing physically and can be trusted with tough responsibilities. 
Nemec projects as a very good top four defenseman. 

7. Joakim Kemell, RW, Jyp (FINLAND) 

Apr. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 171 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Kemell has had one of the most productive seasons by a 
U18 player ever in Liiga. He played a top six role on Finland’s U20 team, 
and was a goal/game at the Hlinka Gretzky. As an underage, he scored 
at a high rate as well in Finland’s U20 league and was a solid player for 
Finland’s U18 team as a 16-year-old. 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost every NHL 
attribute you want other than size at 5-foot-11. He brings skill and speed 
to his shifts, showing the ability to carry the puck up ice and create 
chances for himself and teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very well, 
but his shot is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range and 
he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no fear of 
engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a very good top six winger who will score a lot of goals in the 
NHL. 
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8. Matt Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 179 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Savoie has been one of the top players in the WHL as a 17-
year-old, helping to lead Winnipeg to the top of the standings. He was a 
point/game in the USHL as a 16-year-old. Savoie was the top pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft after applying for and being denied exceptional status 
to play at the age of 15. He played at the U17 Challenge for Canada as a 
15-year-old and was a top player. 

Analysis: It’s not a novel take to say that a leading CHL scorer as a first-
year draft eligible in Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with 
the puck on his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an 
excellent passer who can hit seams at a high rate and make tough plays 
under duress. He has very good hands to maneuver in traffic. He has 
good speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that can score 
from range. Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he competes hard and wins 
a surprising amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have incredible 
speed and skill for a 5-foot-9 player so he may be moved to the wing in 
the NHL, but regardless I see him as a very good top six forward. 

9. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 22, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 178 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Yurov has played limited minutes on one of the best KHL 
teams, often lining up as a 12/13th forward for Magnitogorsk. He scored 
3 goals and 4 points at a U20 4 nations tournament, which helped him 
make Russia’s U20 team in a lower role. He was a point/game player in 
Russia’s junior league the previous season, and scored 11 points in 7 
games at the U18 World Championships. 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His stick skills and 
overall creativity with the puck are high-end. He’s a good skater and 
shows excellent ability to beat defenders with speed or with dekes. He 
also shows great skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can 
make plays, but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his stick 
handling. He’s not overly physical, but Yurov works hard to create 
turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a quality top six winger. 

10. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 193 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Geekie is a top player on one of the best teams in the CHL 
this season, following up a great 16-year-old season where he was a 
point/game. He was the second overall pick in his WHL Bantam Draft 
right before his teammate Matthew Savoie. His brother, Morgan Geekie, 
plays for the Seattle Kraken. 

Analysis: Geekie has drawn a lot of interest from NHL teams because 
he’s a 6-foot-3 center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach 
he’s able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs to 
create chances. He’s a competitive big man who doesn’t shy away from 
physical contact, and combined with his skill that makes him tough to 
deal with down low and strip the puck from in general. Geekie can make 
plays and run a power play, showing good vision and finish from the 
perimeter. His main flaw, like his brother Morgan’s was, is his skating. 
He’s a better skater than his brother and can separate occasionally at the 
WHL level but doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie projects as a 
quality top two line center. 

11. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 

Nov. 6, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 208 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: An all-situations player for one of the top QMJHL teams, 
Gaucher scored 31 points in 30 games in the previous season. Gaucher 
was invited to Canada’s U20 camp during the summer. He scored 5 
points in 5 games at the U17 Challenge. He was the 8th pick in his 
QMJHL Draft. 

Analysis: Gaucher is a highly skilled and competitive center. He 
possesses a bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player, which allows 
him to win a lot of puck battles. Gaucher creates a lot of offense around 
the net due to his physical tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who 
can PK well. Offensively, he’s not flashy mostly due to a lack of top-end 
speed, but he has the hands and vision to make plays inside the 
offensive zone. He creates a lot around the hard areas of the ice. 
Gaucher projects as a top two line center in the NHL who won’t be a big 
scorer but will have significant two-way value. 

12. Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans (FINLAND) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Lambert had played all season with JYP in Liiga, where his 
production rate dipped from his great underage season. He then 
transferred to Pelicans in January. He was having a monster world 
juniors before it was abruptly cancelled and was great at the tournament 
the previous season too. His U18 and U17 games with Finland were not 
as impressive. 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. 
He has great speed and edge work, allowing to cut away from pressure 
easily. You combine his skating with strong hands and he’s a go-to guy 
for zone entries. He can make tough plays in motion and shows o-zone 
creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at times but this 
season showed more willingness to attack directly. He’s full of potential, 
even though I’ve seen him take a lot of nights off. I think he will be a very 
good top six winger in the NHL — but he may frustrate coaches. 
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Projected middle of the lineup player 

13. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jul. 24, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 165 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 21 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Lekkerimaki has put up big numbers in Sweden’s J20 
league, showing significant goal-scoring ability in league and 
international play. He scored for Sweden’s U20 team at a November 
tournament. 

Analysis: Lekkerimaki is a skilled winger who has various offensive 
elements in his game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He is 
a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff dots with a hard, accurate wrist 
shot and one timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good 
speed, hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays but 
those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too 
much on his best asset and plays too much on the perimeter, which isn’t 
ideal for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a second line 
winger. 

14. Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw (OHL) 

Nov. 25, 2003 | 6′ 1.5″ | 192 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Mintyukov has played a ton of minutes for Saginaw this 
season and is a top scoring defenseman in the OHL as a first-year draft 
eligible player. He missed all of 2020-21 due to the OHL not playing. 
Previously he was a top player at the World U-17 Challenge where 
Russia won gold, scoring 5 points in 6 games. 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting all-around defenseman. He plays with 
pace and is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade 
pressure easily and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is 
also highly skilled and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows 
good offensive IQ, knowing when to attack and how to make plays with 
the puck. He also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous on the 
PP with his skating and vision. Defensively, he’s solid, showing an ability 
to use his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. He projects as 
a top four defenseman with the potential to play high in the lineup. 

15. Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current (WHL) 

Jan. 27, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 179 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Pickering is playing major minutes for Swift Current this 
season and is one of the top scoring U18 defensemen in the WHL. He 
was a 9th-round pick in his WHL Bantam Draft but experienced a 
significant growth spurt since then. 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who watches a game or 
two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates quite well for his size and 
has offensive skill. He can carry through the neutral zone to create 
controlled exits/entries. He can also pull up to make a good outlet or 
seam pass in the o-zone. Pickering’s ascent has been quick, and thus 
there are some raw aspects in his decisions and overall consistency. He 
has clear top 4 defenseman tools, though, with the potential to be a top-
of-the-lineup guy if he really hits. 

16. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SWEDEN) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 183 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kasper has played a lot of games for one of the best SHL 
teams in Rogle over the last two seasons. He captained Austria’s U20 
team at the world juniors. He also played very well for Austria’s season 
team, including a 4 points in 3 games performance at a tournament in 
November. 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games because of how 
powerful an athlete he is. He would often be the guy to wind it up in his 
own end to carry the puck due to his great speed and skill. Kasper has a 
strong 6-foot-1 frame, isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win 
some battles versus men as a 17-year-old. He attacks with speed and 
skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or use his hard shot, his 
direct style of play will translate to the NHL. He projects as a top-nine 
forward with the chance to play higher in a lineup. 

17. Cutter Gauthier, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 19, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 189 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Gauthier has been a versatile player for the NTDP this 
season, playing often on both special teams, and lining up at wing and 
center for full games depending on their roster for a given evening. He’s 
committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily envision him in 
the NHL. He has a thick 6-2 frame and can skate like an NHL player. 
With his size and speed he can overpower opponents to force turnovers 
or in how he attacks the net. Gauthier can create with his skating and 
skill, but his main offensive weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from 
distance with a powerful wrist shot. He can make some plays but isn’t the 
most cerebral player, which could limit his offensive production as he 
advances levels. I see him as a middle six forward, either a second line 
winger or a third line center. 

18. Frank Nazar, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 14, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 18 
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Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Background: Nazar is a significant player for the US program, often lining 
up as a top two line center. He was highly productive as an underage 
player, scoring over a point/game in the USHL. He’s committed to 
Michigan. 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks 
ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, 
and shows no fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive 
zone. He can make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his 
offense comes from the high percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. He projects 
as a third-line center. 

19. Adam Ingram, C, Youngstown (USHL) 

Oct. 14, 2003 | 6′ 2.25″ | 165 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ingram is one of the top scorers in the USHL in his first 
season in the league. He’s committed to St. Cloud State University. 

Analysis: Ingram’s abilities with the puck stand out. He’s a highly skilled 
forward who can beat defenders easily with his stick handling due to his 
hands and reach. He’s a heady offensive player who can find seams and 
pull up off rushes to hit teammates with tough passes. Ingram is a pass 
and shot threat inside the offensive zone and can score from distance. 
He’s lined up at center and wing this season but projects more as a 
winger in the NHL. That’s more due to his so-so footspeed and not being 
amazing off the puck. He projects as a top nine winger with the potential 
to play higher in a lineup. 

20. Tristan Luneau, RHD, Gatineau (QMJHL) 

Jan. 12, 2004 | 6′ 1.5″ | 175 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Luneau has QB’ed Gatineau’s power play this season and 
scored at a strong rate for a 17-year-old defenseman. He scored half a 
point/game as a 16-year-old and was named defensive rookie of the year 
in the QMJHL. He was a first overall pick in his QMJHL Draft. 

Analysis: Luneau’s strengths come with the puck on his stick. He’s a very 
smart puck-moving defenseman with a strong skill level. He has the 
vision and poise to make great outlets and find seams in the offensive 
zone. Luneau shows the stick skills to put pucks through legs too. He 
lacks speed to rush pucks but his stick and brain let him transition well. 
He also has a hard point shot, allowing him to be dangerous on the 
power play. His skating lead to some defensive issues and he may need 

to be a guy in the NHL who doesn’t take tough matchups. I see him as a 
middle-of-the-lineup defenseman who can be on a second PP unit. 

21. Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern (H-EAST) 

Nov. 2, 2003 | 5′ 11.5″ | 170 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Hughes has played a significant role on Northeastern as a 
draft-eligible freshman. He was a top forward for the 2003 NTDP age 
group coming up, including being one of their top forwards at the World 
U-17 Challenge. He’s the son of Montreal’s General Manager Kent 
Hughes. 

Analysis: Hughes is one of the more skilled and creative players in the 
draft. He has high-end puck skills and the ability to improvise with the 
puck to create chances for himself and his teammates. He’s able to score 
goals but he’s a pass-first type player. Hughes lacks ideal speed for the 
NHL and the pace of higher levels will be his main test. He competes well 
enough. He won’t run guys over but he’s responsible off the puck and 
doesn’t shy from physical play. Hughes projects as a top nine NHL 
forward; if he remains down the middle it’s likely as a 3C. 

22. Danny Zhilkin, C, Guelph (OHL) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 183 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Zhilkin is an important part of a good Guelph team this 
season, playing big minutes and on both special teams. Zhilkin is of 
Russian descent and was born in Russia but has always represented 
Canada internationally. He played for Canada at the U18 worlds in 2021, 
when they won gold. He also scored 4 goals and 6 points in 5 games at 
the World U-17 Challenge. 

Analysis: Zhilkin is a very skilled center. On his best shifts when you see 
a 6-1 pivot who can dangle and create chances like he can it gets you 
excited about his projection. Zhilkin is a pass and shot threat who can run 
a power play well. His skating is fine — not explosive but good enough. 
His game can lack pace, though, which is his main issue. He competes 
well enough off the puck but it’s not his strength. I see him as a potential 
top nine forward; if down the middle it would be as a 3C. 

23. Rutger McGroarty, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 0.75″ | 203 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 19 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: McGroarty is a top forward for the USNTDP this season, 
often lining up in a premier scoring role. He represented Team USA at 
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the U18 Worlds as a U17 player. He is from the Lincoln, Nebraska area 
and is committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly skilled winger who is a threat inside the 
offensive zone because of his very good puck skills and vision. He can 
make a lot of plays with finesse but also is highly competitive. He forces 
a lot of turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create around 
the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on McGroarty historically 
has been his skating. He has an awkward stride that lacks ideal balance 
and mechanics, but he has enough quickness to be able to play in the 
NHL. He projects as a top nine winger. 

24. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jun. 1, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 186 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Snuggerud is a top six forward for the USNTDP this season 
and one of the most improved players on the program from the previous 
season. He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Snuggerud is a talented winger who can be dangerous with the 
puck on his stick. He has 1-v-1 skill, good vision, and his best asset is his 
shot. He is a constant long-range shooting threat with a one-timer you 
can build a power play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes 
well enough and is responsible defensively. The only issue is his heavy 
feet, which could impede him as he advances levels. The rest of his 
game is strong enough that I think he could be a top nine forward. 

25. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jul. 12, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 23 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Mateychuk has played a ton for Moose Jaw this season, 
often playing half the game, and is one of the best 17-year-olds in the 
WHL. He was also very good as a 16-year-old in the CHL and was 
invited to represent Canada at the U18s. He was the 11th pick in his 
WHL Bantam Draft. 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic defenseman. His 
skating pops, showing very quick feet that can easily transition pucks up 
ice with speed or evade pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck 
using his skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances. He defends well in the WHL due to his feet 
but at 5-foot-11, the concern for scouts is how well he’ll be able to check 
in the NHL. I see a projected 2nd/3rd pair tweener type for that reason. 

26. Isaac Howard, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 182 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Howard is a top forward for the NTDP. He was called up to 
the U18 team as a 16-year-old, where he played a significant role at the 
U18 World Championships with 4 points in 5 games. He also scored 7 
goals in 4 games at the Youth Olympics the season prior. He’s 
committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His stick skills are 
among the best in the draft. He can make quick and creative dekes 
consistently. He’s known as a goal-scorer, but he can make creative 
passes and make difficult plays in small areas. Howard is a good enough 
skater for the NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal-scoring is more a product of his skill and willingness to 
attack the middle than an elite shot. He projects as a top nine winger. 

27. Arseni Koromyslov, LHD, Ska St. Petersburg 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Nov. 3, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 180 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Koromyslov hasn’t put up big numbers this season in the 
Russian junior league but he is a top player for one of the best MHL 
teams. He also made appearances in the KHL, for Russia’s U20 team 
including making the world junior club, and for Russia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Koromyslov is a big left-shot defenseman who is a strong 
skater and can make things happen at both ends of the rink. Due to his 
reach and mobility he kills a lot of rushes. He’s a smart defender who 
anticipates plays well and uses his skating to jump up and pressure 
opponents. With the puck, Koromyslov won’t dazzle, but he has good 
flashes of stick handling and passing, and will be able to be a competent 
first pass defenseman in the NHL. He projects as a second/third pair 
tweener type. 

28. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Nov. 10, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 178 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Del Bel Belluz has had a productive season playing all 
situations for a strong Steelheads team. His production trended way up 
after only scoring 6 points in his first OHL season in 2020. He was a 
third-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent size. He has 
the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in tight areas and often 
shows he can beat defenders 1-v-1. He can run a power play off the flank 
due to his very good vision, although I don’t see that as his role in the 
NHL. He lacks footspeed for the higher levels, but he works hard enough 
and provides two-way value down the middle. He projects as a top nine 
forward; with his feet he may struggle to stick at center but if he does it’s 
a 3C. 

29. Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad (SLOVAKIA) 

Jan. 3, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 167 pounds 
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Oct. 2021 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Mesar has played pro hockey in Slovakia the last two 
seasons, being a notable piece of a good team in that league. He was a 
top forward at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. He made 
Slovakia’s world junior team in a scoring role and also played well in 
games for Slovakia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s one of the 
better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn up the neutral zone to 
create clean entries with speed. He has good skill and playmaking ability, 
and shows he can make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar 
lacks size at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete is 
good enough for me but probably not where you want for an undersized 
player. But I think with his speed, skill and scoring ability he can carve 
out a career as a top nine winger. 

30. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden (SWEDEN) 

Jan. 28, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 187 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 22 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ohgren is a goal/game player in Sweden’s J20 league while 
also playing limited minutes in the SHL. He was a top player for 
Sweden’s U18 team while also playing for the U20 team in November. 

Analysis: Calling Ohgren a goal-scorer isn’t a novel observation given his 
stats this season, but he’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. 
He has great hands and can create offense through his skill. He 
generates a lot of offense around the high percentage areas because of 
his strength and compete. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from 
range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move it well but is more of a 
shooter and worker than a playmaker. His skating is OK. I’ve heard from 
scouts who like it but I’ve never seen a player who can separate with 
speed. He projects as a top nine winger. 

31. Alexander Perevalov, LW, Yaroslavl 2 (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Apr. 16, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 191 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: 20 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Perevalov is a top forward for one of the top Russian junior 
teams. At points during the season he was among the leading scorers in 
the top Russian junior league. He was also a solid player for Russia’s 
U18 team. 

Analysis: Perevalov can make a lot of good things happen with the puck. 
He has excellent stick skills, showing consistent ability to beat checks 1-

v-1 and create inside the offensive zone with his stick handling. He can 
make plays into seams and off the rush, which combined with a hard shot 
makes him a threat on the power play. Perevalov competes well enough. 
He can PK a little, he doesn’t shy from engaging and is hard on pucks. 
His feet are his major issue as he can struggle to pull away from 
opponents and beat guys wide. He projects as a top nine winger. 

32. Owen Beck, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Feb. 3, 2004 | 5′ 11.0″ | 190 pounds 

Oct. 2021 Ranking: Unranked 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Owen Beck has played a significant role on a top OHL 
team. He is a regular in every important situation. He was the 29th pick in 
his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Beck brings an intriguing amount of speed and skill to his shifts. 
He has NHL-level skating and is able to make highly skilled plays through 
checks at full speed. He shows the ability to be able to set up his 
teammates well while also being able to finish in tight or from the circles. 
Beck isn’t the biggest forward but he competes well, can PK and doesn’t 
shy from getting inside by using his speed. He projects as a top nine 
forward, likely on the wing. 
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The Athletic / What the $25-million pledge means for the PHF and 
women’s hockey 

 

By Hailey Salvian and Sean Shapiro  

Jan 18, 2022  

  

There’s a new development in the battle over the future of women’s 
professional hockey as the Premier Hockey Federation plots its 
expansion into two new markets —  and attempts to convince more 
players to join the league. 

The Premier Hockey Federation has received a commitment of more 
than $25 million from its Board of Governors in “direct payment and 
benefits” to its players over the next three years, the league announced 
on Tuesday. The pledge is the largest one-time independent investment 
in the history of professional women’s hockey. 

The commitment includes more than $7.5 million in salary and benefits 
for the 2022-23 season, which will increase the salary cap to $750,000 
next season — 150 percent more than the current figure ($300,000) 
available per team. As part of the announcement, the league also teased 
expansion into Montreal as well as one more U.S. franchise. 

The announcement comes at a critical time in the women’s game with 
the Olympics around the corner, the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Association fighting for a truly professional league, and the PHF battling 
on multiple fronts within the hockey world — to attract top talent and grow 
their fan base. 

Why did this happen now? And what could it mean? The Athletic’s Hailey 
Salvian and Sean Shapiro break down the top questions. 

Why now? 
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The timing here is intentional. The Olympics are right around the corner; 
women’s hockey will have its biggest spotlight. That exposure presents a 
unique opportunity for stakeholders in the women’s game to capitalize on 
a moment in which the sport is going to feature prominently on the world 
stage. 

The PHF wants to be on the radar for both fans and the players headed 
to the Olympics. 

PHF commissioner Tyler Tumminia said as much in a call with The 
Athletic on Tuesday, noting how it was important that the PHF be “crystal 
clear of the direction we’re headed in, so that athletes can make informed 
decisions about their careers moving forward.” 

While the PWHPA wasn’t mentioned by name, the PHF is hoping 
players, after the Olympics, will realize that their best opportunity to play 
professional hockey is with the league. 

“I certainly hope so,” Tumminia said. “Our position has always been that 
a single professional league in North America provides the best 
opportunities for the growth and sustainability of the game… we felt it 
was important to announce this before the Olympics so they have time to 
make those decisions. We just can’t sit back and wait for others to do 
that for us.” 

Meanwhile, the PHWPA has its own plans to capitalize on the attention 
the women’s game will receive. They’re hoping to push forward their 
ultimate goal of having a truly professional league in place — something 
they believe doesn’t currently exist. A league of that nature would have a 
livable wage, access to proper equipment, resources, coaching and 
facilities befitting professional athletes. 

The PWHPA has been vocal about not missing the window of opportunity 
the Olympics provides. 

“There’s no better time than coming out of the Games,” Jayna Hefford, 
the PWHPA’s lead consultant, told The Athletic in September. 

Tuesday’s announcement seems intended to convince PWHPA 
members that the PHF is, or can be, the league they are fighting for. 

In addition to the public declaration, the PHF is also taking a guerrilla 
approach to making sure PWHPA members are aware of the financial 
commitment. On Tuesday, after the announcement, multiple PWHPA 
members received direct messages on social media from PHF accounts 
with a link to the announcement. 

How does the PWHPA feel about this? 

As of Tuesday afternoon, the group had not publicly commented on the 
news. But there is reason to believe that things will be status quo for 
most members of the PWHPA. 

In the summer, the PHF increased the salary cap to $300,000 up from 
$150,000 per team. And still, according to Hefford in September, the 
PWHPA was able to retain “almost all” of the players from the 2020-21 
season, with only a handful taking opportunities to play in Europe or the 
PHF. 

It’s possible that PWHPA members will divert to the PFH with the lure of 
bigger salaries. And we’ve certainly seen players leave the PWHPA over 
the last two years. But we’ve also seen the PHF make moves to improve 
in regards to the professional level of the league and it hasn’t been 
enough to sway the game’s biggest stars — the national team members. 

To that, sources within women’s hockey have noted that Tuesday’s 
announcement wouldn’t be well-received by national team members, 
who aren’t looking for any distractions while preparing for the Games, 
which begin Feb. 3. 

Where is the money coming from? 

Revenues have risen slightly for the PHF, highlighted by deals with 
Upper Deck and Warrior, as well as local sponsorship, according to PHF 
officials. But the majority of the financial clout is coming from “the 
strength of having independent ownership with resources behind the 
scenes,” according to Paul Tobin, managing partner of the Connecticut 
Whale. 

“TV and also sponsors and everything else bolster the finances of the 
league in the long run, but we wouldn’t have made this commitment if we 

weren’t feeling comfortable as an ownership that we were able to provide 
the resources to make it happen right now,” Tobin said. 

The PHF worked out a streaming deal with ESPN+ before this season, 
which has been considered a success by the league, even though exact 
numbers and metrics haven’t been shared with them by Disney, which 
doesn’t share streaming numbers. 

Tumminia has gotten partial analytics on the streaming platform, and 
points to the fact that, on average, unique visitors to PHF games on 
ESPN+ are spending “30 to 31” minutes on the broadcast. 

“We’ve had analytics (on streaming) when we were on other platforms, 
and the average unique visitor was closer to one or two minutes,” 
Tumminia said. 

How will the salary cap work? 

Aside from the stated number of $750,000, there aren’t many specifics 
on how the cap will work at this point. According to Tumminia, all of the 
teams in the PHF are spending to the current $300,000 cap right now, 
and she expects that to continue with a $750,000 spending limit next 
season. 

With a 23-person roster, the average salary would be close to $32,000, 
with marquee players, and potential targets from the PWHPA expected to 
demand a larger percentage of the cap. 

At this point there are no maximum or minimum salaries for individual 
players. By comparison, the NWSL had a salary cap of $682,500 with a 
$22,000 minimum and $52,500 maximum in 2021. The 2022 NWSL 
salary cap is yet to be finalized. 

Tumminia said it’s up to general managers to determine how they’ll be 
using their allotted cap space, but also noted that there could be 
alterations or regulations added at a later date when it comes to salary. 

“We’ll kind of sharpen our pencils a little bit as we approach the salary 
cap and contract with players for next season,” Tumminia said. 

What about expansion? 

In its release, the PHF confirmed the long-reported addition of a PHF 
franchise in Montreal for next season. That team will be joined by an 
additional American-based team, which has yet to be announced. 

It’s fair to assume that team will be in the Eastern Time Zone, and Tobin 
describes the likely region for the American team as “East Coast to 
middle-Eastern United States.” 

At this point, there’s no timeline for an announcement on the expansion 
teams, but Tobin did say there have been ongoing discussions with 
various markets in mind. 
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The Athletic / David Quinn Q&A: How has Team USA navigated the 
Olympic ‘whirlwind’ so far? 

 

By Sean Gentille and Craig Custance  

Jan 18, 2022  

  

Somehow, only three weeks ago, David Quinn’s Olympic plans were 
much, much different. He’d be an assistant in Beijing, helping Mike 
Sullivan lead a group of NHL players. 

Now? Ah, how things have changed. 

The head coach of the U.S. men’s Olympic team spoke with “The Athletic 
Hockey Show” about the controlled chaos of the last few weeks, building 
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a roster, developing an identity … and maybe teaching his forechecking 
scheme on an 18-hour flight. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

Custance: We were just laughing, because I know you’ve got nothing 
better to do but join us. What is it, just a hurricane right now, trying to get 
this going? 

Quinn: Yeah, I’ve gone from the breakdown lane to the high-speed lane 
in a hurry. It’s been fast and furious, but I wouldn’t want it any other way. 
It’s an incredible honor to coach the Olympic team. Obviously, we were 
all a little bit disappointed when the NHL guys decided that they weren’t 
going to go. But I thought USA Hockey did a great job of changing gears 
quickly. There was some anticipation that was going to be the decision 
by the NHL players. So we were able to prepare for that. And we really 
love the team we picked. In a short period of time, there was a lot of work 
done. It felt like a long process in a short period of time. But we really 
liked the team that we picked. 

Custance: How much say did you have there? 

Quinn: A lot, actually. It was really a collaborative effort. I loved the 
process. I thought (Team USA GM John Vanbiesbrouck and assistant 
GM Marc Boxer) did a heck of a job with getting the names together. And 
as we were going along, there was just so much uncertainty to what 
players were going to be available. So you go through that process, and 
you have a vision of what type of team you want to have. But I think the 
player pool dictates what type of team you’re going to have. You may 
have a vision, but you’re really at the mercy of the players that are 
available to you. 

And we just loved the speed element of the players that were available to 
us. The roster changed as the process was going on, based on the 
players that were available and the more clarity that we had. I really 
loved our process of choosing this team. 

Custance: You mentioned speed. You guys went young, which I think 
was the right call. It’s more fun for us, right? All these college kids and 
prospects. I saw the average age is 25. How do you shape an identity 
with a bunch of kids coming from all over, and get them formed together 
quickly here? 

Quinn: One, a lot of these guys have played international hockey. So I 
think they have a feel of what it takes for a tournament like this, where 
you get a bunch of players together in a short period of time, and guys 
kind of have to understand their roles in a hurry. I think we’ve got a great 
blend of older players, maybe, that can help us through that. The other 
thing is, (everyone on the coaching staff) have either played or coached 
in international competition. So I think there’s a lot of experience from 
that side of it, where I think we’ll have a good idea of what it’s going to 
take in order for us to become a cohesive unit in a hurry. 

Custance: I wanted to go over the roster a little bit, and I want to start in 
goal. You have a goalie in Strauss Mann who seems to be having a good 
year (in Sweden) and left Michigan. What can you tell us about him? All 
of a sudden, there’s gonna be a giant spotlight on this kid out of nowhere, 
really. Right? 

Quinn: I obviously knew him a little bit before this process. And all the 
reports we’ve gotten, from what I’ve seen, are you’re talking about a 
world-class competitor. I mean, this guy hasn’t been handed anything. 
And I think a lot of the players on our team, especially older guys, haven’t 
been handed anything. They’ve faced some adversity throughout their 
careers. They’ve always had to prove themselves. He’s no different. He’s 
been one of the best goalies over in Europe this year, and he’s put 
himself in a great position. We feel very confident in all three goalies. 

Custance: How much do you talk to (original 2022 Olympic coach) Mike 
Sullivan, or even like some of the former Olympic coaches — Dan 
Bylsma, Ronnie Wilson, whoever? 

Quinn: Honestly, since this process got going. I haven’t had a lot of time 
to do that. I actually talked to (longtime USA Hockey coach and 
administrator) Lou Vairo yesterday. So it was fun to talk to Lou — even if 
he wasn’t the previous Olympic coach, I want to talk to Lou anyway. 

But Sully and I were talking quite a bit when the NHL guys were going. 
Once this happened, I’ve talked to him once or twice since, but I really 
haven’t had a chance to do that. It’s really been pedal-to-the-metal since 
we altered gears here about three weeks ago. So I just haven’t had a 
chance to do that. 

Gentille: We talked to the (three University of Minnesota) guys last night 
— Ben Meyers and Brock Faber and Matthew Knies. You have two-
thirds, potentially, of a pretty good line there, with Meyers and Knies. Is 
that part of the process? You’ve got the Michigan guys, and you got the 
Wisconsin guys, and you got the Minnesota guys. Do you look at those 
guys, where they’ve had success playing together before and think, “That 
can translate more quickly into a short tournament?” 

Quinn: Yeah, I think that you’re leaning towards that, when you’re looking 
at your line combinations. I think you’re probably going to start with some 
familiarity with players. That’s something that we certainly have talked 
about. 

I think that’s the fun part of this. There’s just so much unknown, right? 
You just don’t know how guys are gonna blend. I think we’ll start along 
those lines, in maybe playing guys that are familiar with each other. But 
who knows what it’s going to look like a week later, or three days later? 
It’s gonna be a lot of adapting and adjusting, and it’s gonna be a 
challenge, but it’s gonna be a lot of fun. 

Gentille: I think when the best stories to come out of this — Jake 
Sanderson talked about it, and Faber talked about it too — is John 
Vanbiesbrouck coming up to those guys after everything went sideways 
at the WJC, and saying, “Be ready. You guys are probably going to be a 
big part of the Olympic experience.” It feels like it was six months ago, 
but it was Dec. 27. These last three weeks — what have you done? 
You’ve had to jump in the fast lane, like you said before. 

Quinn: Oh, I feel like I’ve been the Olympic coach for six months. It’s 
funny, I talked about that with those guys. They went from the extreme 
low to an extreme high in a hurry. I kinda joked with them, “I’m sure that 
flight was a lot more enjoyable after you talked to (Vanbiesbrouck) and 
got the heads up that you guys are going to be part of the Olympic 
experience,” after having the devastating news they weren’t going to be 
able to defend their gold medal. 

It has been a whirlwind. It’s been a whirlwind, but a lot of hard work has 
gone into it. It’s been a lot of fun working with people that I love to work 
with. I love our staff. Working with John and Marc Boxer’s been a lot of 
fun as well. Hey, we’re coaching the Olympics. If you can’t enjoy this 
experience, you should go do something else. 

Custance: We hear the stories in U.S. lore — I think of the ’96 World 
Cup, where Lou Lamoriello had all summer to get the players golfing 
together. They bonded, right? They went out drinking — whatever (Chris 
Chelios) and that crew was up to. 

Quinn: Every team goes out drinking, I don’t know if that’s special to the 
Olympics. They’re hockey players. That’s not some special activity. 
(laughter) 

Custance: No, only the ’96 team did that. 

Gentille: “You guys aren’t gonna believe this…” 

Quinn: Some of our guys aren’t old enough to drink, so we’re not gonna 
be able to do it! 

Custance: But they had the benefit of time, right? They could bond, and 
they could go to Providence, or whatever they did. There’s different 
versions of that where, after the fact, you learn about what they did in 
getting together. And you have zero. You have none of that. I’m 
assuming there’s probably a group text going right now. But how do you 
replicate that? That’s important stuff. 

Quinn: Yeah, it’s important stuff. And we’ve talked as a staff about that. 
Sometimes, I think the bonding — I’m a big believer that the bonding can 
just happen. I think as you get together as a team, you’ve got to find 
ways for certain teams to bond. Just because one activity and one 
experience for one team works doesn’t mean it’s going to work for yours. 

I’m of the mindset, “Let’s get together and read the situation, have a 
pulse of your team, and then we’ll figure it out as we go along, what’s 
going to be the best approach to bond as a group.” I think it’s hard to 
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pinpoint an exact bonding experience when you’re not sure of the group. 
Lou and USA Hockey, they knew all those players in a lot of ways. A lot 
of them had already played in the USA jersey. I think they had a lot of 
time to prepare, and they understood the personalities, and maybe 
understood some of the things they want to do to push buttons of certain 
players. 

We don’t have that luxury. So I think we’re going to have an opportunity, 
once we get together, to really be conscious of that, to try to figure out 
what we can do on top of what we’re doing on the ice. What can we do 
off the ice to bring this whole thing closer together? 

Gentille: My big idea for the bonding experience is the flight over there. 
You guys are going to be on planes going to Tokyo and wherever else for 
like 18 hours. What brings people together more effectively than some 
insane travel experience? 

Quinn: A little adversity can bring people together, right? We’ve faced 
some adversity so far. And one of the things we’ve talked about with our 
group — we had our first Zoom call the other day — is how each team is 
going to handle the unexpected. Things are going to happen in this 
tournament, or even before the tournament that you’re not planning for. 
Someone’s going to get COVID. It’s just going to happen. And the team 
that shrugs it off the quickest and moves forward is going to be the team 
that gives themselves the best chance to win a gold medal. 

That’s something we’ve talked about — an 18-hour flight, we may have 
to use it to start implementing some of our systems on the plane. We 
might be doing our forecheck in the aisle ways of the flight. That is going 
to be a little bit of a bonding opportunity, 18 hours on a flight. 

Custance: Eighteen hours? That’s a lot of movies. 

Quinn: Don’t bring it up. 

Custance: You mentioned systems. What should we look forward to, in 
terms of style of play? I know you can’t get too complicated, throwing 
things in there, but like, I’m sure you have an identity you want. 

Quinn: We’re not curing COVID. We’re gonna get on top of people. We’re 
gonna play at a pace. There’s gonna be some structure, but there’s 
gonna be freedom within the structure. We’ve got to play to our strength. 
It’s played on the North American rink. It’s 200-by-85. We’re gonna have 
to beat people off the walls. We’re gonna have to stay on top of people. 
And that’s gonna be our approach. It’s gonna be no secret. We’ve got to 
play to our strengths. 

Custance: I thought it was a huge, huge error, not bringing Bobby Ryan, 
our good personal friend — we love Bobby. 

Quinn: I talked to Bobby. I love Bobby. I talked to Bobby once this thing 
happened. And believe me, we talked an awful lot about him and a few 
other guys in this situation. And there was a decision made as a group, 
as the team was getting closer and closer to being picked. He was a guy 
we talked about an awful lot. 

But not playing is hard. I know he’s got a lot of experience. He’s a great 
player. But this is the Olympics. And with the team we were putting 
together, we just thought at the end of the day, it was gonna be hard for 
guys that haven’t played — even if they’re skating — to be put in the 
situation. That was our decision. Whether it’s right or wrong, who knows. 
But that was what the group felt like. And it wasn’t an easy call, believe 
me. 

Gentille: You coached against guys like Andy Miele and Kenny Agostino. 
How much did that play a part in them ending up on the roster? 

Quinn: Yeah, I had a familiarity with those guys. Obviously, I coached 
David Warsofsky at BU. I coached (Steven Kampfer) a little bit with the 
Rangers and coached against all those other guys — Nick Shore, Kenny 
Agostino, Miele and (Brian O’Neill) — so there’s a familiarity for me. 
Brian Cooper, I don’t know as well. But watching what I’ve watched, I 
loved. 

Obviously, I was fortunate that I had some familiarity with these older 
players. I’ve watched them from afar. They’re not on the team because I 
knew about ’em. They’re on the team because of what they’re doing right 
now. We feel very, very good in the older group that we have, and we 
feel great about the team we’ve put together. 

Custance: I know you’ve got a million things to do, so we appreciate you 
squeezing this in. We’re looking forward to it. You know there’s gonna be 
someone who emerges that we’re not even talking about. We didn’t even 
mention Brendan Brisson or Matty Beniers, some of these high-end 
talent guys. That’s the fun thing. We can’t wait to see it. 

Quinn: Good. Everyone asked me about the competition. I don’t know. 
There’s so much unknown in this tournament, that I think that’s what’s 
gonna make it exciting and fun. 

Gentille: No, we need a detailed breakdown of Finland’s roster here. 
Let’s go. 

Quinn: You’re talking to the wrong guy right now. (laughter) I’m trying to 
get our roster under wraps. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: As the noise of Kent Hughes' hiring 
subsides, the real work begins 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

January 19, 2022, 2:11 AM 

 

• The Canadiens found their GM. How close are the Canucks to finding 
theirs? 

• What is the latest on the Evander Kane investigation? 

• Amid the Oilers' struggles, is the front office looking at acquiring a 
goalie? 

Kent and Ryan Hughes grew up on the West Island of Montreal. Ryan 
played for the Canadian National Team, went to Cornell and was drafted 
22nd overall by the Quebec Nordiques in 1990. Kent played at 
Middlebury College before becoming a successful player agent. 

Both taught at Phil Stock’s hockey school, a few years older than another 
instructor, Phil’s son PJ. 

“There were a lot of kids who grew up on the West Island who wanted to 
be like them,” PJ Stock said on Tuesday, before pausing and laughing. 

“When Kent played, he didn’t have the size and speed many did. So he 
needed to find other ways to to beat you. He would outthink you, he 
would outwork you, and if he had to, he’d spear you in the spleen.” 

Quebec’s unique dynamics mean Hughes immediately starts with his 
stick up, preparing for his introductory media conference on Wednesday. 
There was a social media referendum the moment the Canadiens 
announced his hiring. He may be a Montrealer, and he may speak 
French very well, but that won’t be enough for some. 

That’s life. Everyone’s got an opinion, and most of us splash those 
opinions all over social media. You can’t escape it. I understand the 
sensitivities, but what you can do is not let meaningless muttering distract 
your agenda. 

Days after Gorton was hired, a couple of sources suggested the GM job 
was Hughes’ if he wanted. The two discussed it back then, but the 
circumstances didn’t work. What that conversation did was buy Hughes 
time. Time to think, time to figure out an exit from his agency, Quartexx. 
(As a couple of agents explained to me, those departures are 
complicated.) 

Undoubtedly, the biggest question Hughes had to answer: was he ready, 
at 51, for a life-altering decision? You don’t go from being an agent, to 
being a GM, and back to an agent again somewhere down the road. 
Once you’re gone, you’re gone. 

Obviously, the answer was yes. 
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So, here are the next questions I’m curious about: 

• What other hires are to come? In particular, what is future of the 
amateur scouting department, as the upcoming draft is a crucial start to 
the rebuild? 

• Who, exactly, is untouchable on the roster? 

• Have there been — or will there be — conversations with the core of 
this team about their desire to stay or go? 

Tuesday was noise. Wednesday the real work begins. 

1. Other front-office situations: There are still interviews to be done in 
Vancouver. Getting mixed messages on whether or not Patrik Allvin is 
the frontrunner. There is intel that it may not be him. It’s disinformation 
season. It’s also believed current director of player development Ryan 
Johnson is due for an increased role. 

2. In Anaheim, there is a list of 10-12 candidates. I don’t get the sense 
there’s a rush. It gives the internals — Martin Madden, Dave Nonis and 
interim GM Jeff Solomon — the potential to pilot the ship through the 
trade deadline. That would seem a big advantage. I think Colorado 
assistant Chris MacFarland is one they’d like to talk to. 

3. Chicago is bracing for change even if Kyle Davidson stays. There is 
expected to be staff turnover. 

4. The NHL interviewed Evander Kane last Friday as part of its 
investigation into his flight to Vancouver. Still no clear timeline on a 
ruling. 

5. Elsewhere, I think Edmonton’s looking harder at acquiring a goalie. 
Remember: Jaroslav Halak has control in Vancouver and doesn’t seem 
inclined to move. 

6. The Oilers are changing course on this issue because missing the 
playoffs is not an option and the frustration is boiling over. Scouting 
meetings are in California this week, so owner Daryl Katz can be heard 
first-hand. 

I don’t get too riled up about the Jim Matheson-Leon Draisaitl skirmish. It 
happens, particularly when teams are losing. I’ve been on the receiving 
end; try to roll my eyes and move on. 

The added challenge now is, with restricted access due to Covid, there’s 
no opportunity for a media member and a player to privately sort things 
out. Only adds to the disconnect. 

What I would be concerned about from an Oilers point-of-view is the 
open frustration from Connor McDavid, Draisaitl, Zack Kassian and 
others. It’s multiple people over multiple days. That’s really bad; only 
wins stop an avalanche of negativity. 

7. This thought could go really badly, but it’s relevant. One player 
wondered if that reporter-player exchange doesn’t happen south of the 
border, simply because NHLers feel life is a little less stressful there. 

8. More optimistic for Edmonton: the Oilers’ five-on-five shooting 
percentage is 7.7 per cent with McDavid on the ice (per Natural Stat 
Trick). That’s the worst number of his career. Second-worst is 10 per 
cent in (2017-18). (Best is 11.2 in each of the past two seasons.) It’s a 
difference of 13 goals from last year’s to this year. You have to think 
(hope!) it tracks back to where is normal. 

9. Last week, mentioned that Carolina and Colorado will be in every trade 
rumour. I’d like to add Florida — for a defenceman. (There are teams 
who suspect they are in on Jakob Chychrun). It’s an all-in year for the 
Panthers. They’re really good and one more defender would be perfect 
for them. 

10. Stealth add: Rangers. The East and West are completely different. 
The West will have a playoff dogfight, particularly in the Pacific and 
wildcard. Meanwhile, as improved as Detroit is, it will take a massive 
collapse for any of the eight current post-season teams not to make it. 
New York is in and Chris Drury keeps quiet, but I could see them taking a 
surprise swing. 

11. Toronto isn’t against clearing space to prepare for a deadline add. 

12. Several teams and agents have indicated that, if they know their 
unrestricted free agents aren’t being moved, there’s no point in rushing 
extension talks until there’s a better idea of what this month’s Canadian 
attendance caps do to the previously expected $1-million cap increase. 
Every cent matters. 

13. Dallas has increased efforts to move John Klingberg. In the minds of 
everyone involved, it’s time. 

14. Another unrestricted defender to watch is Philadelphia’s Rasmus 
Ristolainen. There was a time this was headed in the direction of the 
player testing the market. We will see if it changes. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

15. Purely my opinion, but I’m wondering about Patrik Laine. He needs a 
new contract next season before unrestricted free agency beckons. He’s 
shown he’s not afraid to play for his qualifying offer (did that this year). It 
comes down to Columbus. Do the Blue Jackets feel it is the best use of 
their resources — not only now, but down the road — to extend him at a 
big number and term? 

16. The lack of cap space will be the biggest impediment to making 
trades. So many teams are so tight, or in long-term injury. Arizona is 
using two of three retained-salary slots (Darcy Kuemper and Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson), so the Coyotes can only do one more. Other teams 
with space (Buffalo, Columbus, Detroit, Ottawa) could be kingmakers 
here. 

17. A lot of people equate toughness with throwing punches. I equate it 
with grinding every day, determined to do what you have to do. Last 
Thursday night, Connor Brown broke his jaw in warmup of Ottawa’s 4-1 
win in Calgary — although he didn’t realize it until the next day. In that 
game, he had one goal, one assist, five shot attempts and, according to 
analytics genius Corey Sznajder, 10 zone entries, five of which led to 
scoring chances. That’s tough. 

18. Calgary absolutely needed that 5-1 win over Florida on Tuesday 
night. That defeat was the first time in 10 games the Panthers trailed by 
at least two goals, going all the way back to a 4-1 loss to Los Angeles on 
Dec. 16. They hadn’t trailed at all since Jan. 6 in Dallas, outscoring 
Carolina, Vancouver, the Stars (at home this time) and Columbus by a 
combined 25-8. 

19. We could see the updated non-Olympic schedule as soon as 
Wednesday. The All-Star Game is Saturday afternoon, Feb. 5. There will 
be teams playing the following Monday. 

20. Love blunt Nathan MacKinnon. The more the better. He got his wish 
of Nazem Kadri in the All-Star game, after saying he didn’t think every 
team should have someone there, “(It’s) not a participation game.” This 
argument comes up almost every year, privately if not publicly, but the 
league holds firm. It feels very strongly every market must be 
represented. Unlikely that changes with Commissioner Gary Bettman in 
charge. 

21. One (welcome) change for this year’s event: that players not named 
to the game itself will be able to compete in the skills event. 

Call it the “Zegras rule.” He’s the type of confident, talented young player 
everyone rushes to promote, but circumstances lined up against him. 
Calgary wants Jacob Markstrom to rest, and he’s been battling an injury. 
So the Pacific needed a goalie to pair with Thatcher Demko, and John 
Gibson makes a lot of sense. For Last Man In, the Ducks wanted a 
deserving Troy Terry nominated. That punted Zegras, until the league 
resuscitated the breakaway challenge. He will be brought to Vegas to 
compete in it. 

That’s a great idea. Get your most talented players to the event. Even if 
they don’t play in the game itself, put them on television, kiss babies, 
whatever. Just have them there. You could do that with veterans, too. An 
older star prefers not to play? Okay, but come. Eat some lobster, talk to 
the media, play some craps, go home. Zegras could possibly end up as 
an injury replacement for the game itself, if needed. 
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22. In that vein, hope Zdeno Chara says yes to hardest shot. Will this 
event even exist in five years? We want to see those bombs while we still 
can, Big Z. 

23. As per Jeff Marek, the fastest skater competition will be between 
McDavid, MacKinnon, Kyle Connor, Adrian Kempe, Chris Kreider, Jordan 
Kyrou, Dylan Larkin and Cale Makar. Pretty, pretty, pretty good. 

24. I do think some players are still mad about the Olympics and made it 
clear they didn’t want to go to Vegas. 

25. Taxi squads are scheduled to end at the All-Star Break, and, at this 
time, that’s the plan. The NFL reduced testing for vaccinated, 
asymptomatic players on Dec. 19 and the NHL is scheduled to follow 
after All-Star weekend. As long as rates continue to decline, the league 
and NHLPA will meet on Jan. 31 to ease protocols. If that happens, a 
league memo states, “There will be a single test upon re-entry to club 
facilities post-All-Star, after which there will no longer be asymptomatic 
testing, or testing of fully vaccinated close contacts.” 

At that point, testing will be held for vaccinated players and/or staff who 
develop symptoms or need it to cross the border. 

26. In the memo, the NHL indicated approximately 73 per cent of players 
have tested positive — 60 per cent in the last five weeks. 

27. Two final notes about the Bob Clarke interview that sent shockwaves 
through the sport. First, I had a few people who reached out and said that 
if anyone deserves an apology, it is Nolan Patrick. “He’s trying to get his 
career going, and he was thrown into a controversy he didn’t deserve,” 
one exec said. “He didn’t need that brought up again.” 

28. Second, another scout reached out to say that he didn’t always agree 
with Ron Hextall’s level of secrecy, but did point out that, as a former 
player, Hextall is incredibly sensitive to names being leaked in trade 
rumours. Hextall has seen the effects in-person, and tries to protect 
against it. 

29. Last Friday, Colorado beat Arizona 4-3 in a shootout. If the Coyotes 
had won, they would have been the biggest underdog to emerge 
victorious in an NHL game since at least 2005-06. (Thank you to Evan 
Abrams, Action Network’s head of research.) 

30. Tuesday was a big day for the Premier Hockey Federation, which 
announced a Board of Governors’ commitment of more than $25 million 
over the next three years. That means each team’s salary cap leaping 
from $300,000 to $750,000, and adding two expansion franchises next 
season. One will be in Montreal, the other in an as-yet-to-be announced 
American city. 

This is going to be an intriguing time for women’s hockey. At the end of 
this Olympic cycle, some players are expected to consider front-office 
jobs with different NHL teams while others will look to extend their 
careers. The PHF’s announcement was widely celebrated on social 
media, and to make sure the target audience was reached, several non-
PHF players received direct messages with the news. There was mixed 
reaction to that, to say the least. 

31. Boston and the NHL had a unique challenge with Willie O’Ree’s 
jersey retirement event since he couldn’t be there in-person, but rose to 
the challenge with an excellent ceremony. O’Ree’s speech was 
tremendous. 

Earlier in the day, The Carnegie Initiative held its first-ever summit. 
Named for Jean Beliveau’s Quebec Aces teammate, Herb Carnegie, it is 
co-founded by his daughter, Bernice, and Bryant McBride. 

Back in the 1990s, there was no real relationship between the NHL and 
O’Ree. McBride tracked him down in San Diego, and began the process 
of changing that — to everyone’s benefit. Shouldn’t be forgotten. 

32. Question of the week: one friend reached out to ask, “Are you 
refereeing a game tomorrow night?” I didn’t understand this line of 
questioning. He replied, “If Tim Peel is breaking stories on Twitter, I 
figure you can referee games.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames finally return to top form with big win over red-hot 
Panthers 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 19, 2022, 1:40 AM 

 

Four points for Johnny Gaudreau, three for Matthew Tkachuk, two for the 
Calgary Flames and one hell of a way to snap a four-game losing skid. 

Forget about measuring-stick games, this was simply a measured 
approach to the type of game the Flames needed to get back to. 

Few could have predicted they’d do it against Sam Bennett and the 
white-hot Florida Panthers, who’ve spent the last month averaging six 
goals a game. 

Yet, there they were, returning to the recipe that had the Flames atop the 
NHL standings six weeks earlier, winning 5-1 over a team that stood at 
the top entering play on Tuesday night. 

Showing no signs of the play that landed them losses in eight of their 
previous 10, the Flames got back to the complete team effort that has 
eluded them the last month. 

Everything wrong with the club of late went right Tuesday. 

Consider: 

• The power play, which has limped into 2022, scored twice early, 
including the game-opener less than five minutes in when Rasmus 
Andersson scored his first of the season. 

• Sean Monahan, who has been struggling all season , scored twice, and 
made several big plays to remind people of the finish he used to exhibit 
far more than the six times he’s done so this year. 

• Jacob Markstrom, whose health and sharpness have been in question 
of late, delivered many timely stops in a 28-save effort he made look 
easy. 

• Blake Coleman’s game-winner midway through the first gave the 
Flames a confidence-building 2-0 lead with newfound puck luck, 
bouncing a rebound in off Spencer Knight. Slowly but surely his career-
low shooting percentage is rising. 

It says all you need to know about how well-rounded the Flames effort 
was when a four-assist, six-shot night from Gaudreau is a relative 
afterthought. 

He was, by far, the best player on the ice, dominating offensively with an 
outing topped by a vintage feed to Monahan that his former linemate 
finished with the panache the two had put on display so often over the 
years. 

And then there was an early third-period goal from Tkachuk, which was 
just the latest snipe to be filed away in the 'how’d he do that?' dossier. 

This one saw him bat an Elias Lindholm pass out of the air while it was 
almost behind him, placing it top shelf, to salt the game away. 

“I think it should give us confidence playing a more solid game than the 
past,” said Tkachuk. 

“We knew this was one of the toughest opponents in the league, and 
they were tonight, but it’s nice to get out of that little losing streak we 
were in. 

“I thought we just controlled most of the game in each period. I thought 
the specialty teams were probably the most encouraging things.” 

Markstrom, who has missed a couple practices of late while dealing with 
an unidentified ailment, did well to bounce back with his best outing since 
the calendar turned. 
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A key glove save on Jonathan Huberdeau during a pressure-packed 
power play in the first, followed by a glove snare on a short-handed 
Aaron Ekblad breakaway highlighted an evening in which his efficiency 
had plenty to do with the attention to detail his teammates showed. 

There is no deeper, speedier or hotter team in the league right now than 
Bennett’s bunch, and the Flames neutralized the visitors at every turn. 

The only lad to solve Markstrom was, in fact, Bennett, who narrowed the 
deficit to 2-1 midway through the game. 

Playing his first game against the team that mercifully traded him nine 
months earlier, Bennett snapped home his team-leading 16th roughly 20 
minutes after a first-period video tribute prompted a warm reception from 
fans generally happy the mustachioed centre has found his stride in 
south Florida after six frustrating years in Calgary. 

Bennett also rang one off the crossbar and made his presence known in 
a scrum with a punch to the face of Andrew Mangiapane, who was under 
the Panthers’ skin all night. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

“We needed a win -- that’s the most important thing,” said Monahan, 
whose first goal came on the power play when he won the faceoff and 
redirected a Gaudreau point shot. 

“I thought our special teams were good, our penalty kill played a huge 
part and Marky played really well, and those are the keys to the game.” 

And their 5-on-5 play wasn’t too shabby either. 

“As I said, we’re not at the top working our way down, we’re at the bottom 
working our way up,” said coach Darryl Sutter afterwards. 

“So we have to play complete games in order to stay in the playoff 
conversation.” 

Mission accomplished Tuesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What's up with the Edmonton Oilers? Analyzing an 
extended slump 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

January 18, 2022, 11:01 AM 

 

What’s going wrong for the Oilers? The easier question, and shorter 
answer, may be finding what’s right. 

Edmonton has a generational talent in Connor McDavid and one of the 
best scorers in the league in Leon Draisaitl. But it’s not enough to propel 
them to a Stanley Cup. That’s nothing new, though -- this has been the 
story throughout both of their tenures, really. 

A contending team needs elite talent. They also need support around 
their best players. But because the Oilers haven’t found that, it rears its 
head at inconvenient times, and sometimes derails the team's progress. 

Right now, the Oilers are sitting sixth in the Pacific Division with an 18-
15-2 record and 38 points. The divisional slots in playoff positioning 
currently belong to Vegas (48 points), Los Angeles (45 points), and 
Anaheim (45 points). Meanwhile, Minnesota leads the wild card race (47 
points), followed by the Sharks (44 points). The Flames (40 points) and 
Jets (39 points) sit between Edmonton and San Jose. 

Edmonton’s playoff chances depend on what model you look to. 
Evolving-Hockey is the most optimistic at 64.1 per cent, followed by 

MoneyPuck’s 58.6 per cent odds. Dom Luszczyszyn’s model at The 
Athletic trends slightly lower to 51 per cent, while HockeyViz gives the 
lowest chance of some of the ‘core’ models in the public sphere at 46.1 
per cent. 

Why do some models have them sliding in the wrong direction? Because 
of how much their level of play has dropped off as of late. 

The Oilers are rocking a .267 point percentage since Dec. 1, after going 
3-10-2 and earning just eight of a possible 30 points. The only team to 
earn less of their potential points over this span were the Montreal 
Canadiens at .192. 

Unfortunately, Edmonton's play below the surface doesn’t paint a more 
encouraging picture than the surface level. 

To open the season, the Oilers appeared to be clicking offensively, and 
were fine enough in net for a time. The power play was on an 
unsustainable tear, but even when it came down to earth, there were 
signs it could still be successful. 

At 5-on-5, their shot volume didn’t overwhelm, but they made up for it in 
quality. The Oilers got to the quality areas for slot attempts at the ninth-
best rate in the league. Those scoring chances were generated both on 
the rush (where they ranked second in the league with 7.22 slot attempts 
per 60) and off the cycle (fifth with 8.14 slot attempts per 60). 

Most importantly, they were finishing those chances. But it didn’t appear 
to be unsustainable, as their actual goals for rate was only .02 ahead of 
expectations. 

Fast forward to their play after Dec. 1. 

Edmonton’s actually creating more shots for, and there hasn’t been much 
of a change in their slot attempts either -- though how they’re taking 
those scoring chances has slightly adjusted with fewer rush chances 
(down to 6.29 slot attempts on the rush per 60, which is 13th in the 
league over that span of time) and more shots off the cycle (8.47 per 60). 

But, they’re scoring at a lower clip -- and falling below expectations, 
unlike earlier in the season. 

Pre-shot movement is an obvious consideration when a team isn’t 
scoring at as high of a rate, but there hasn’t been a noticeable change 
there either: the Oilers are still attempting a lot of passes in the offensive 
zone, connecting at a high rate, and moving the puck to the quality areas 
of the ice. 

Right now, offensively, the issue seems clear: finishing. 

McDavid or Draisaitl made up 30 per cent of the Oilers' 5-on-5 goals 
before Dec. 1. And about three-quarters of the team’s scoring featured a 
point from McDavid and/or Draisaitl. But Draisaitl, who had a point on 
almost 42 per cent of the team’s scoring, has decreased by 10 per cent 
in this time. McDavid’s slipped by over seven per cent. 

And it’s trickled into their play on the man-advantage, too. 

That’s even more pronounced when the team can’t rely on its scoring 
depth to pick up the slack despite some improvements, like seeing 
growth from Jesse Puljujärvi and signing Zach Hyman. 

What’s holding the Oilers back now is that their road to contention 
includes more than just forward improvement. 

The blue line could use a boost, too -- getting more puck-movers to play 
alongside Darnell Nurse and Evan Bouchard could make the gaps up 
front seem less glaring, at the very least. 

But more than anything, their biggest weaknesses are further back in net. 

The plan wasn’t to rely on Mikko Koskinen as much as they have, and 
injury forced this situation. That said, management knowingly went into 
the year with an ill-advised Mike Smith-Koskinen tandem that was flawed 
from the start. 

The Oilers actually tightened up defensively after Dec. 1 at 5-on-5 to give 
their crease some more support -- but the goalies didn’t respond well 
enough to that workload. Against 2.57 expected goals against per 60 to 
start the season (19th in the league), Edmonton's goaltenders conceded 
.27 more than expected (26th). Since Dec. 1, their goaltenders have 
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allowed .63 more goals than expected (29th) against the 2.35 xG rate 
against they face. 

Expanding to all situations, the Oilers’ collective save percentage of .913 
ranked 10th in the league in October and November. But since then, it’s 
dropped to .875 between Koskinen, Stuart Skinner, and a short 
appearance from Smith. The only team to have less stable goaltending 
has been New Jersey over that stretch. 

The Oilers' lack of finishing has stopped them from outscoring their 
goaltenders woes -- but not having at least league-average netminding 
has been devastating, too. 

So even if management hopes that Smith can recover and play a strong 
second half, they can’t rely on it. The answer to their crease has to be 
outside the organization, and that should be the first consideration as 
soon as possible. 

And then, the Oilers still have the rest of the roster holes to tackle. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs looking at cause of Muzzin’s inconsistency: 
‘He’s got more to give’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 18, 2022, 11:33 AM 

 

TORONTO -- Never one for excuses, Jake Muzzin needed about 75 
minutes to shovel out his driveway when he awoke Monday to Toronto’s 
heaviest snowfall in well over a decade. 

A fifth-round draft pick now 11 years deep into his NHL career, the 
veteran defenceman begins the majority of his shifts buried in his own 
zone. He’s turned himself into a multimillionaire and a Stanley Cup 
champion by plowing out of tough situations and driving forward. 

“Wasn't too bad,” Muzzin said, arriving at practice in time to punch the 
clock on a snow day. “Took a little bit more time than usual, but it was 
quiet out there at least.” 

One can’t begrudge the 32-year-old a peaceful, snow-globe commute. 

Muzzin is a normally steady blue line presence who -- outside of some 
thunderous bodychecks -- does much of his best work in silence. He 
relies on smarts, sandpaper and experience to do the dirty work that 
frees his all-star teammates to weave magic. 

But in Muzzin’s world, this season has been noisier, weightier than most. 

On more occasions than Muzzin, his coach, or Leafs Nation would prefer, 
the enemy’s goal horn has blasted when he’s facing his own goalie. He 
accidentally sidelined his own club’s best winger, Mitch Marner, for 
weeks with a shoulder injury, after they collided in practice. 

And the greatest concern bubbling underneath the Maple Leafs’ sparkling 
24-9-3 record -- the franchise’s best ever through 36 games -- is the 
performance of their shutdown pairing, which Muzzin anchors. 

For the first time since he was a dash-21 for a freefalling Kings squad 
five seasons ago, Muzzin is a minus (minus-two, lowest among Toronto 
defencemen). Until Morgan Rielly’s extension kicks in next fall, Muzzin 
also totes the richest salary ($5.625 million AAV) on the blue line. 

Ever the realist, Muzzin is demanding better of himself. 

Ever the strategist, coach Sheldon Keefe has been trying to accentuate 
the positive while rooting out the cause of Muzzin’s recent inconsistency. 

“Hard to say. It's hard to pinpoint that,” Keefe says. “It's something that 
we're looking at and talking about. But I think with Muzz, you got to look 
at the fact he does a lot of really good things.” 

Take Muzzin’s rather high-event Saturday evening in St. Louis, for 
example. 

In addition to getting his bell rung by a hard Klim Kostin forecheck, 
Muzzin and rookie partner Timothy Liljegren were caught on the ice for 
three preventable Blues strikes. Liljegren blamed himself for some soft 
net-front work. 

“I wasn't very good either,” Muzzin responded, owning the mistakes. “I 
gotta be better for him, for sure. Especially an older guy trying to help out 
a younger guy. He was fine. Most of it was on me.” 

On the flip side, Muzzin also helped drive play out of danger and was on 
the ice for three Leafs goals, including Ilya Mikheyev’s game-winner late. 

“I thought he had a tough night in St. Louis. But I went through [the 
video], and there's a lot of great moments in that game where he kills 
plays and eliminates guys and is physical and knocking guys on their ass 
and getting us moving the other way,” Keefe reasons. 

“There's a ton of things that have gone well for him. I think that he's 
capable of carrying a load as a veteran defenceman for his partner and 
for his D pair. But some inconsistencies with his pairing, I think, haven’t 
helped.” 

While Toronto’s top duo of Rielly and T.J. Brodie is seldom shaken and 
its young, rotating third pair is heavily sheltered, Muzzin and his partner 
get fed a diet of top lines, penalty kills and own-zone draws. 

No Leaf has logged more ice 4-on-5, and a whopping 63 per cent of 
Muzzin’s total shifts start in Toronto’s end -- a career high. 

“There's been some tough moments that really stand out with the puck. 
But at the same time,” Keefe says, “he takes on as hard minutes as 
anybody on our team. We’re a team that's won a lot of hockey games this 
season -- and we're not doing that if Muzz isn’t taking on those minutes.” 

Muzzin, Keefe says, is the Leafs’ “most physical defenceman by far” 
(although Rasmus Sandin is on the rise) and is committed to cleaning up 
his game, reducing those costly giveaways and returning to the level he 
was at when GM Kyle Dubas awarded him a juicy contract extension 
(through 2024) well in advance of deadline. 

We’re talking about a defender who can be so instrumental that 
Montreal’s Tyler Toffoli knew the Canadiens would win their playoff 
series against the Leafs once Muzzin succumbed to a damaged groin. 

“[Muzzin] is as aware of what he's going through and the fact he's got 
more to give us and better to give us as anybody on our team,” Keefe 
says. “So, I'm not worried about that aspect of it. But [it’s] certainly 
something we've continued to talk about.” 

Makes for a nuanced discussion. 

Has the wear and tear of Muzzin’s physical brand of hockey taken its 
toll? Are we witnessing the inevitable athletic decline that comes with 
age? Has the pandemic piled on unseen stress, the way it has for so 
many of us? Or does Muzzin simply need a better defenceman over his 
right shoulder? 

Muzzin and his most frequent partner, Justin Holl, have been outscored 
21-16 this season at even strength, with 53 per cent of scoring chances 
going the wrong way. The score is 5-3 in Muzzin’s favour in his smaller 
sample with Liljegren, but we’re not sold yet. 

Dubas’s top priority heading towards March’s trade deadline should be 
setting Muzzin up for success, the way Rielly has flourished alongside 
Brodie. 

If Holl or Liljegren can’t seize the opportunity (lefty Sandin’s experience 
on his off side is limited), Dubas should dive into the trade market and 
help him stabilize. 

Muzzin has bailed out the Leafs many a night; looks like he may be 
reaching a point where he needs some help. 
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Muzzin’s inconsistencies seem to be matching the Leafs’ schedule and 
their defensive lapses since the calendar flipped. 

“But a lot of teams are going through this, with different road trips, 
different personnel in the lineup due to COVID, injuries and all that stuff,” 
Muzzin says. 

“So, there's no excuse, you know? You just got to keep on battling.” 
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TSN.CA / Problem-solving Matthews hits Broadway with a shot at NHL 
history 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practiced at Ford Performance Centre in Toronto on Tuesday before 
flying to New York for Wednesday’s game against the Rangers.  

The Auston Matthews show hits Broadway on Wednesday night and it 
could be an historic performance. The Leafs centre has scored in 10 
straight road games. If he gets on the board against the New York 
Rangers, he will match the National Hockey League single-season 
record streak shared by Steve Yzerman (1988-89) and Pavel Bure 
(1993-94). 

It's supposed to be harder to produce on the road where the opposing 
coach owns the last-change advantage, but Matthews just keeps on 
rolling. His shot, skating, hand-eye coordination, physicality and agility 
have all been evident, but the thing that ties everything together is his 
high hockey IQ. 

"When he's on the bench he's not just catching his breath," noted veteran 
forward Jason Spezza, "he's thinking about his next play and his next 
move. He's a little bit like a chess player in that way."  

We got a glimpse inside the mind of Matthews on Saturday night. With 
the Leafs trailing 1-0 and needing a spark in St. Louis, the 24-year-old 
lined up for an offensive-zone draw against Conn Smythe and Selke 
Trophy winner Ryan O'Reilly. Instead of trying to win the puck back, 
Matthews decided to shoot on net, which created a rebound and 
ultimately a goal for Michael Bunting.  

"I know their guy draws inside on his backhand," Matthews explained. 
"So, I just told Bunts to go to the net and see what happens and was able 
to get some pretty good wood on it." 

"We always try to draw up something quick right before the puck drops," 
said Bunting, "but this time he just said, 'Hey, go to the net and I'm going 
to go forward with it,' and he ripped it right off the goalie and it came right 
to me and I slid it in ... He definitely thinks the game like no other out 
there." 

Matthews and O'Reilly are both winning 55.9 per cent of their faceoffs 
this season. Matthews, playing on the road, had to put his stick down 
first. It should've been advantage O'Reilly, but the St. Louis Blues captain 
was caught off guard.  

"It was really smart," O'Reilly admitted during his post-game media 
session. "When I'm going hard backhand like that, he made a great play. 
I've got to give him credit ... It was a tough one to eat." 

It was the first time Matthews had played O'Reilly and the Blues since 
Dec. 7, 2019.  

"With a play like that and that level of recognition — who you are against, 
what hand they are, where they're winning the faceoff — to be able to 
execute on what you are intending to do is great stuff," said Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "That is why he is such a major difference-maker."  

"You have to have an elite mind," Spezza said of the play. "He's a quick 
study. He took a couple draws against O'Reilly and figured out what he 
was doing." 

Coming off wrist surgery, Matthews was held off the scoresheet in his 
first three games this season. Since then, he's registered a point in 25 of 
30 games. He's picked up at least one point in 14 of 16 road games.  

Matthews is constantly finding ways to undo opposing defences.  

"They cover him tight on the power play, he'll move and go to different 
spots," Spezza observed. "Five-on-five, he reads when teams are 
keeping him to the outside and he tries to get on the inside. And then 
there's the way he changes the angle on his shot. He's constantly 
problem-solving." 

"The talent, the ability and the athleticism are only a part of the equation," 
said Keefe. "A sense of where to go and what to do is part of the 
package. That is why he is in such a rare, special class of player." 

Wednesday's game will pit Matthews against reigning Norris Trophy 
winner Adam Fox.  

"He skates well and gets up the ice," said Spezza of Fox. "He's got a lot 
of misdirection, that's one of his strengths. He's got a lot of little subtle 
fakes and jukes. He looks one way and passes the other. Almost the 
style of an elite point guard like Steve Nash. He's almost like a point 
guard back there and he can make you miss with your eyes but also has 
great puck-handling ability and feet."  

Fox doesn't have a point in either game against the Leafs this season. 
Matthews has yet to score in two games against the Rangers although 
he did produce an assist in the most recent meeting with New York on 
Nov. 18.  

The Leafs just faced the Norris Trophy favourite this season, Cale Makar, 
during their recent road trip. Matthews scored two goals in Colorado, but 
the Leafs fell 5-4 in overtime. Makar had a goal and an assist.  

"They're both special in their own way, but they're different in terms of 
how they generate offence," Keefe observed of Fox and Makar. 
"Certainly, you need to be aware of them, close on them quickly and get 
the puck out of their hands. In Fox's case especially, it is equally as 
important that you are aware of where his options are on the ice because 
he is so good and so smart at finding people. Makar is going to take the 
puck right through you and shoot it in the net. Fox certainly has those 
abilities as well, but there are differences in what makes them great." 

'It's deadly': Matthews makes more franchise history as road goals keep 
piling up 

Auston Matthews is the first player in Leafs history with six straight 25-
goal seasons to begin his NHL career. "It’s humbling," the centre said of 
his latest franchise record. Matthews has now scored in 10 straight road 
games moving him within one game of Pavel Bure and Steve Yzerman 
for the single-season NHL record. "It's deadly," said linemate Mitch 
Marner. "It’s been fun to see him really just take over." 

The Leafs have a defenceman who's more than capable of leading the 
attack. Morgan Rielly has 17 points in 13 games since Dec. 1. He's tied 
with Pittsburgh's Kris Letang for the most points per game (1.31) among 
NHL defencemen in that stretch.  

After a two-assist performance on Saturday, Rielly is now on pace for 71 
points, which would be one off his career high of 72 set in the 2018-19 
season when he finished fifth in Norris Trophy voting.  

Rielly posted 27 points in 47 games during an injury-plagued 2019-20 
season (47-point pace over 82 games) and then produced 35 points in 
55 games last season (52-point pace).  

"If I look at the last two seasons of production, I thought he was capable 
of a lot more," Keefe said. "A lot of it was just some luck attached to it 
and some finish for himself and others. When we go through the scoring 
chances religiously and break it down, Morgan's contribution to our 
scoring chances has always been off the charts relative to our defence. I 
don't think it is in a different place necessarily this season, but it is just 
that the puck is going in a lot more." 
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"It's a product of a good team game," Rielly said. "When your teammates 
are playing well and the power play's up there in the standings league-
wide, that's bound to happen.  

While the Leafs’ power play struggled last season (16th overall, 20 per 
cent conversion rate), it has been surging most of this year (second 
overall, 29.7 per cent).  

"It's a different outlook," said Rielly, who quarterbacks the top unit. "At 
the end of last year, we were not exactly red-hot and we came in this 
year and had a new mentality. We're trying guys in different spots. 
There's a bit more freedom. It's also partly due to confidence. It's easy to 
keep rolling once you get rolling." 

Eleven of Rielly's 31 points have come on the man advantage. He had 12 
power-play points all of last season.  

The Leafs’ power play struggled so much last season that rookie Rasmus 
Sandin replaced Rielly with the first group at one point.  

Red-hot Rielly shrugs off All-Star omission 

Having put up 17 points in the last 13 games, with a +7 rating in about 24 
minutes played per game over that span, Leafs defenceman Morgan 
Rielly has started to hit his stride. Despite his success, he isn't concerned 
about another All-Star snub, acknowledging that is is difficult to rise 
amongst a team of great players. 

Rielly played a season-high 27 minutes and 41 seconds on Saturday.  

"You don’t want to play anybody to that degree, ideally," Keefe 
acknowledged. "Sometimes you need to lean on people." 

Part of the issue on Saturday was that Jake Muzzin was struggling. It 
turns out there was a good reason why the 32-year-old faded in that 
game. Muzzin was staggered by a big Klim Kostin hit moments before a 
goal by O'Reilly in the second period.  

"It rocked me pretty good," Muzzin said on Monday. "Definitely startled 
me the rest of that shift." 

Muzzin stayed in and finished the game and then participated in 
Monday's practice.   

"Yesterday, after practice, Jake reported that he wasn't feeling quite 
right," Keefe revealed. "He took that hit in the game in St. Louis. They 
were monitoring him for that, but he felt he was okay and good to 
practice. Through the intensity of practice, he wasn't liking how he was 
feeling. At this point, he has been diagnosed with a concussion. He is not 
going to travel with us. He won't be available this week." 

Muzzin stayed off the ice on Tuesday and will miss games Wednesday 
(at Rangers) and Saturday (at the Islanders).  

Muzzin's usual partner, Justin Holl, remains in COVID protocol, which 
means the Leafs are currently without their second defence pair. 
Youngsters Sandin, 21, and Timothy Liljegren, 22, will look to fill the void 
while Alex Biega draws in on the third pair alongside Travis Dermott. 

After being the recipient of a Klim Kostin hit Saturday in St. Louis, Jake 
Muzzin left practice early on Monday, and has been diagnosed with a 
concussion, which will keep the defenceman out for the rest of the week. 
With Muzzin, and Justin Holl both sidelined, Alex Biega will play 
alongside Travis Dermott Wednesday against the Rangers. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more. 
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USA TODAY / Islanders' Zdeno Chara beats Flyers' Zack MacEwen in 
fight, then asks if he's fine 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

New York Islanders defenseman Zdeno Chara, the NHL's oldest player 
at 44, had his first fight in the league in 1997 when the Philadelphia 
Flyers' Zack MacEwen was 1. 

The 6-foot-9 Chara is also the tallest player in the league and has a big 
height advantage over the 6-3 MacEwen. 

Chara objected to a MacEwen hit that knocked off the helmet of the 
Islanders' Scott Mayfield and challenged the Flyers forward. MacEwen, 
who had 10 previous NHL regular-season fights, accepted. 

The fight went as expected with Chara using his longer arms to mostly 
fend off MacEwen, then felling him with a hard uppercut. 

But Chara has also been around long enough to know all about 
sportsmanship. 

After the linesmen stepped in, Chara made sure to ask if MacEwen was 
OK. 

Chara, playing in his 24th season, needs 15 games to pass Chris 
Chelios' longevity record for a defenseman (1,651). 
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