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How the Hurricanes slugged the Boston Bruins with a big first-period punch 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the Boston Bruins so hard and 
so fast Tuesday that the Bruins never recovered. 

When the first period ended at TD Garden, the Canes led 5-1 
on their way to a 7-1 victory. Many Bruins fans appeared to 
sit in stunned silence while others let their angry feelings be 
known. 

What happened in the first? A quick recap: 

The Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen scored at 3:44 of the period 
with a one-timer off a Jaccob Slavin seam pass. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored the first of his two goals at 6:03, 
stuffing a rebound past goalie Tuukka Rask for a 2-0 lead. 

It was Kotkaniemi again at 11:26, just 13 seconds after the 
Bruins had scored on a power play. This time, he redirected 
a Slavin point shot past Rask to make it 3-1. 

Rookie forward Seth Jarvis, who won the “fastest lap” 
Saturday after the Canes’ win over Vancouver on NASCAR 
Day at PNC Arena, cranked up the speed again. Picking off 
a loose Bruins pass in the neutral zone, he bolted down the 
left wing to the net and scored at 16:01. 

Derek Stepan finished off the first-period onslaught 56 
seconds later with a quick shot in front after Jordan 
Martinook aggressively won a puck battle behind the Boston 
net on the forecheck and made a quick centering pass. 

Just like that, 5-1, the first time sine April, 6, 2010, the Canes 
scored five first-period goals. 

“There was a purpose in what we were trying to do,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Everything we did right 
seemed to go in the net, which was nice. We’ll take it for 
sure. It doesn’t happen very often.” 

The Bruins, who pulled Rask after the first, would make a 
push in the second period but could not dent the Canes’ 
lead, even with a 5-on-3 power play. Power-play goals by 
Slavin and Andrei Svechnikov in the third closed it out for 
Carolina, which improved its record to 28-6-2 and took over 
first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Somewhere in Raleigh, Canes winger Martin Necas, who 
entered the NHL COVID protocol this week, had to be 
shaking his head. Who would want to miss all that? 

“This was one of the good ones,” Stepan said. “Right from 
the start of the game we did a lot of things we wanted to.” 

And didn’t allow the Bruins (22-12-2), who had won five 
straight, to do nearly any of things they wanted to. The 
Bruins were a step slower than the Canes much of the night 
and sloppy in puck management while being stymied by 
goalie Frederik Andersen, who had 31 saves. 

“We had nothing,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said to the 
media after the game. “They were clearly better than us in 
every area. We weren’t nearly good enough and we wouldn’t 
have been good enough against the worst team in the 
league. Anybody watching the game could tell they were 
more competitive in every area of the ice.” 

That’s what Brind’Amour wanted. After being blitzed 6-0 by 
Columbus last week, the Canes responded with a solidly 
efficient 4-1 win Saturday over the Canucks and wanted to 
carry that kind of play to Boston for their first road game 
since New Year’s Day. 

“No lulls,” Brind’Amour said. 

Slavin had a goal and two assists, and Stepan, Svechnikov 
and Teravainen each had a goal and assist while 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo collected three assists and has 
22 this season. Kotkaniemi nearly had a hat trick and his 
line, with Stepan and Martinook, accounted for three goals 
and two assists. 

The Canes must like being out of town. They ripped 
Columbus 7-4, scoring seven unanswered goals, in the Jan. 
1 game, then put the seven-spot on the Bruins moving to 14-
4-1 in road games. 

The Hurricanes and New York Rangers both had 54 points 
after Tuesday’s games, but the Canes held the Metro lead 
with a higher point percentage (.750), playing three fewer 
games. 

The Rangers (25-10-4) were to host the Toronto Maple Leafs 
on Wednesday, then face the Canes on Friday at PNC 
Arena. Whether the Rangers win or lose against the Leafs, 
the Metro lead could again be at stake.
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NHL’s revised schedule will make for busy February for Carolina Hurricanes 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes will have a busy February. 

The NHL on Wednesday announced the rescheduling of 
those games postponed for COVID-19 reasons this season. 
The Canes’ February workload will include their seven 
previously postponed games, plus a road game against 
Pittsburgh that was to have ended their regular-season 
schedule on April 29 and now is set for Feb. 20. 

The Canes were to close out the month with home games 
against Columbus (Feb. 25) and Edmonton (Feb. 27) 
following the NHL’s planned lengthy break for the NHL All-
Star Game and the 2022 Winter Olympics. The league has 
since ruled out Olympic participation for its players because 
of the scheduling problems caused by the pandemic. 

The Canes will begin the month with back-to-back road 
games against Toronto and Ottawa. 

Feb. 7 — at Toronto (initially set Jan. 3), 7 pm. 

Feb. 8 — at Ottawa (Dec. 23), 7 pm. 

Feb. 10 — at Boston (Dec. 21), 7 pm. 

Feb. 12 — at Minnesota (Dec. 14), 7 pm. 

Feb. 16 — Florida (Dec. 27), 7:30 pm. 

Feb. 18 — Nashville (Dec. 19), 7 pm. 

Feb. 20 — at Pittsburgh (April 29), 1 pm. 

Feb. 21 — at Philadelphia (Jan. 11), 3 pm 

Feb. 25 — Columbus, 7 pm. 

Feb. 27 — Edmonton, 1 pm.

 

First Montreal, now Bruins’ Brad Marchand? Canes at it again on social media 

By Chip Alexander 

It all began, innocently enough, with a media question to 
Vincent Trocheck after the Carolina Hurricanes’ morning 
skate Tuesday in Boston: 

“Would it be a stretch to say that your playing style and Brad 
Marchand’s playing style are kind of similar, in an agitating 
kind of way? Seems like you guys are in the middle of 
everything when you’re on the ice.” 

To which Trocheck replied, “You saying I’m a rat?” 

Not hearing an answer, he added, “Yeah, that’s fair.” 

And with that, the fuse was lit. Social media was soon 
aflame. 

Marchand, the Boston Bruins’ skillful but often antagonistic 
forward, has been called “The Rat” because of his 
pugnacious play and attitude. He apparently also lurks online 
with a keen eye. 

Marchand, on an Instagram post, took a shot Tuesday at 
Trocheck, saying, “This is like comparing a Lambo to a 
Prius.” He also posted a side-by-side comparison of his 
career statistics with Trocheck’s from hockeyDB.com. 

And then the Canes won the game, 7-1. 

The Canes’ social media team had a lot of fun with that, 
posting the score and noting the “L” for the Bruins stood for 
Lamborghini. 

The Canes posted a video clip of Trocheck knocking 
Marchand down with a clean hit at the Carolina blue line, 
tweeting: “Never seen a Prius total a Lambo before.” 

Trocheck would have five of Carolina’s 26 hits in the game 
and the center was his usual pest in the Boston zone and 
around the net. Marchand had two shots in almost 17 
minutes of ice time as no one from the Bruins played very 
well. 

But Marchand wasn’t through with his play on the social 
media front. Seeing the Hurricanes’ “L stands for 
Lamborghini” tweet, he retorted Wednesday with a tweet, 
“You’re still the reason we play 20% in escrow,” an assertion 
about the Hurricanes’ revenues. That set off Twitter again. 

Marchand doesn’t have access to the Canes’ financial 
records, of course, but escrow is a sore subject with the 
players. Twenty percent was withheld from their salaries in 
the 2020-21 pandemic season to assure the 50-50 split of 
total hockey-related revenues with the NHL. 

That’s it for now. The Canes now have waged social media 
war with the Montreal Canadiens and the Bruins this season. 
The Canadiens flap, of course, came when the Canes made 
a successful offer sheet to Habs forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Kotkaniemi, that is, who scored twice Tuesday for the Canes 
against the Bruins. 

By the way, the Canes and Bruins play again in Boston on 
Feb. 10 after the NHL’s rescheduling of postponed games — 
time to start up the social-media engines again.
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Canes Announce Rescheduled Game Dates 

Eight games have been added to the team's February 
schedule 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The National Hockey League announced 
updates to its 2021-22 regular season schedule Wednesday, 
providing the Carolina Hurricanes with eight new game 
dates. 

The announcement comes fewer than 24 hours after the 
league and the NHL Players Association (NHLPA) jointly 
announced an update to the league's COVID-19 policies, 
noticably making a change to stop testing asyomptomatic 
players following the league's All-Star Break. COVID-19-
related issues were the reason for most of the team's seven 
postponed games. 

New Game Dates: 

The following games have been moved to the new dates (all 
times Eastern): 

 January 3 @ Toronto will now be played on 
Monday, February 7 at 7 p.m. 

 December 23 @ Ottawa will now be played 
on Tuesday, February 8 at 7 p.m. 

 December 21 @ Boston will now be played 
on Thursday, February 10 at 7 p.m. 

 December 14 @ Minnesota will now be played 
on Saturday, February 12 at 8 p.m. 

 December 27 vs. Florida will now be played 
on Wednesday, February 16 at 7:30 p.m. 

 December 19 vs. Nashville will now be played 
on Friday, February 18 at 7 p.m. 

 April 29 @ Pittsburgh will now be played 
on Sunday, February 20 at 1 p.m. 

 January 11 @ Philadelphia will now be played 
on Monday, February 21 at 3 p.m. 

To recap, the Canes will now play on the following dates: 

 Monday, February 7 at Toronto - 7 p.m. EST 

 Tuesday, February 8 at Ottawa - 7 p.m. EST 

 Thursday, February 10 at Boston - 7 p.m. EST 

 Saturday, February 12 at Minnesota - 8 p.m. EST 

 Wednesday, February 16 vs. Florida - 7:30 p.m. 
EST 

 Friday, February 18 vs. Nashville - 7 p.m. EST 

 Sunday, February 20 at Pittsburgh - 1 p.m. EST 

 Monday, February 21 at Philadelphia - 3 p.m. EST 

Ready to view the new dates on the team's calendar? Click 
here. 

Interested in purchasing tickets to the two newly revised 
home dates or any upcoming games at PNC Arena? Check 
out available options now. 

Want to see what uniforms the team will be wearing for the 
rescheduled games? Visit the updated schedule here.  

Month-By-Month: 

The new game dates provide the Canes with the following 
amount of games during the remaining months of the regular 
season: 

 January: 6 (Four Home, Two Road) 

 February: 10 (Four Home, Six Road) 

 March: 16 (Nine Home, Seven Road) 

 April: 14 (Six Home, Eight Road) 

Bigger Picture: 

Starting Friday the Canes will play 46 games in 98 days to 
round out their regular season schedule. 

They will have two four-game home stretches during the 
March, the most consecutive dates they'll play in a row at 
PNC Arena (March 4-12, 18-24). 

The newly rescheduled four road games in February 
(February 7-12) is the longest stint they have away from 
home the rest of the way. 

Ticketing Info: 

If you held tickets to the game originally scheduled to be 
played on Sunday, December 19 vs. Nashville, those same 
tickets will now be valid for Friday, February 18. 

If you held tickets to Monday, December 27 vs. Florida, 
those same tickets will now be available for Wednesday, 
February 16. 

Individual game ticket buyers who are not able to attend the 
game on the rescheduled date should go through their 
original point of purchase to request refunds. Season Ticket 
Members who would prefer to exchange their tickets out of 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 20, 2022 

 

the game can do so within their Account Manager. Tickets 
which have been forwarded to someone else are still valid for 
the rescheduled date, or they can be returned to the original 
buyer for exchange. Tickets and price points purchased 

during the Black Friday sale will only be honored for the 
rescheduled game and will not be transferable to any other 
games.

 

 

 

2022 All-Star Game lines as selected by NHL.com 

Staff writers decide how talent in each division should be 
arranged in Las Vegas on Feb. 5 

The debate over how players in the 2022 Honda NHL All-
Star Game should be deployed can begin in earnest now 
that the rosters are filled. 

Forwards Steven Stamkos of the Tampa Bay Lightning 
(Atlantic Division), Jake Guentzel of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
(Metropolitan Division), Nazem Kadri of the Colorado 
Avalanche (Central Division) and Troy Terry of the Anaheim 
Ducks (Pacific Division) were named Last Men In on 
Tuesday, giving each division an 11-man roster. 

But which players should be on the same line in the 3-on-3 
tournament at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas on Feb. 5 (3 
p.m. ET; ABC, SN, TVAS)? 

Each roster features nine skaters and two goalies. The 
winners of each semifinal game play for a $1 million prize 
going to the championship team. 

To further the debate, NHL.com enlisted a writer to play the 
part of each division coach: Andrew Brunette of the Florida 
Panthers (Atlantic), Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina 
Hurricanes (Metropolitan), Jared Bednar of the Avalanche 
and Peter DeBoer of the Vegas Golden Knights (Pacific). 

Each writer was asked to put together three lines and select 
a starting and backup goalie. 

Here are the results: 

Atlantic Division 

Auston Matthews (TOR) -- Dylan Larkin (DET) -- Jonathan 
Huberdeau (FLA) 

Patrice Bergeron (BOS) -- Steven Stamkos (TBL) -- Victor 
Hedman (TBL) 

Drake Batherson (OTT) -- Nick Suzuki (MTL) -- Rasmus 
Dahlin (BUF) 

Andrei Vasilevskiy (TBL) 

Jack Campbell (TOR) 

I'm starting off by placing two forwards with exceptional 
speed -- Matthews, who is captain -- and Larkin on a line 
with Huberdeau, whose playmaking and vision will allow him 
to distribute the puck where needed. The second line is 
veteran-heavy and savvy, with Bergeron alongside Lightning 
teammates Stamkos and Hedman. The hockey intelligence, 
skill and pedigree of three players who have each won the 
Stanley Cup, should match up with anyone in this All-Star 
Game. That leaves a future line, made up of 23-year-old 
Batherson, 22-year-old Suzuki and 21-year-old Dahlin, each 
of whom is playing in his first All-Star Game. Vasilevskiy 
brings his own Cup credentials, with his history giving him 
the slight edge on Campbell for the start. -- Amalie Benjamin, 
staff writer 

Metropolitan Division 

Alex Ovechkin (WSH) -- Sebastian Aho (CAR) -- Adam Fox 
(NYR) 

Jake Guentzel (PIT) -- Claude Giroux (PHI) -- Zach Werenski 
(CBJ) 

Chris Kreider (NYR) -- Jack Hughes (NJD) -- Adam Pelech 
(NYI) 

Frederik Andersen (CAR) 

Tristan Jarry (PIT) 

Ovechkin's goal-scoring, Aho's two-way play and Fox's puck-
moving skill from the defense make for a potent starting 
combination and likely a perfect mix for Ovechkin, the fan-
elected captain playing in his eighth All-Star Game. Playing 
Pennsylvania rivals Guentzel and Giroux together with 
Werenski should be an exciting line to watch. That leaves the 
three first-time all-stars from the New York/New Jersey area 
-- Kreider (New York Rangers), Hughes (New Jersey Devils) 
and Pelech (New York Islanders) -- to put their local rivalries 
aside and have some fun. Andersen has been a rock in net 
for the Hurricanes, so Brind'Amour probably rewards him 
with the start. -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

Central Division 

Kirill Kaprizov (MIN) -- Nathan MacKinnon (COL) -- Cale 
Makar (COL) 
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Alex DeBrincat (CHI) -- Nazem Kadri (COL) -- Joe Pavelski 
(DAL) 

Kyle Connor (WPG) -- Clayton Keller (ARI) -- Jordan Kyrou 
(STL) 

Juuse Saros (NSH) 

Cam Talbot (MIN) 

My top line features two of the most dazzling goal-scorers in 
the NHL in MacKinnon, the captain, and Kaprizov. Makar, a 
defenseman who can generate offense like a forward, 
completes the line. DeBrincat and Kadri know how to get the 
puck on net, and they're teamed with Pavelski, who is a 
master at the art of scoring goals from tight spaces. The third 
line has proven offensive performers in Connor, Keller and 
Kyrou. Connor and Kyrou are in their first All-Star game; 
Keller his second. Saros starts in goal because he has been 
the backbone of Nashville's surprisingly strong first half. -- 
Tracey Myers, staff writer 

Pacific Division 

Connor McDavid (EDM) -- Leon Draisaitl (EDM) -- Jordan 
Eberle (SEA) 

Johnny Gaudreau (CGY) -- Mark Stone (VGK) -- Alex 
Pietrangelo (VGK) 

Timo Meier (SJS) -- Troy Terry (ANA) -- Adrian Kempe (LAK) 

John Gibson (ANA) 

Thatcher Demko (VAN) 

McDavid, the captain, playing with Draisaitl is a no-brainer. 
Adding Eberle to the mix makes it a reunion; the Seattle 
Kraken forward played with McDavid and Draisaitl in 
Edmonton for two seasons from 2015-17. Stone and 
Pietrangelo, the lone defenseman on the roster, belong 
together as members of the Golden Knights, the host team. 
Stone is almost like an extra defender playing a forward 
position, and Gaudreau gives the line playmaking flare. The 
third line of Meier, Terry and Kempe is a tribute to the 
resurgence of the three California teams (Anaheim, San 
Jose Sharks, Los Angeles Kings) this season. Gibson's 
veteran status (third All-Star Game) breaks the tie as starting 
goalie rather than Demko, who is making his debut. -- Dan 
Rosen, senior writer
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Super 16: Hurricanes reclaim No. 1; Jets replace Ducks in power rankings 

Avalanche rise, Predators fall, Lightning stay No. 3 

By Dan Rosen 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back in the top spot of the 
weekly NHL.com Super 16 power rankings after being 
knocked down to No. 2 last week by the Florida Panthers. 

The Panthers are No. 4 this week after a 5-1 loss to the 
Calgary Flames on Tuesday. The Colorado Avalanche are 
up to No. 2 and the Tampa Bay Lightning are No. 3 for a 
second straight week. 

The Nashville Predators are down five spots to No. 12, and 
the Winnipeg Jets replaced the Anaheim Ducks, getting in 
this week at No. 16. 

To create the power rankings, each of the 14 participating 
staff members puts together his or her version of what they 
think the Super 16 should look like. Those are submitted and 
a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, which gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (26-8-2) 

Total points: 211 

Last week: No. 2 

The Hurricanes had their streak of 35 consecutive successful 
penalty kills end in the first period of a 7-1 win against the 
Boston Bruins on Tuesday. It was the first power-play goal 
they allowed since Dec. 7 and they fell one successful PK 
short of tying their record for consecutive kills, previously 
accomplished twice (2000-01, 2015-16).  

2. COLORADO AVALANCHE (26-8-3) 

Total points: 202 

Last week: No. 4 

The Avalanche have won 14 consecutive home games since 
Nov. 11, the longest home winning streak in their history and 
longest in the NHL since the Washington Capitals won 15 
straight in 2016-17. 

3. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (27-9-5) 

Total points: 198 

Last week: No. 3 

Victor Hedman leads NHL defensemen with 43 points (nine 
goals, 34 assists) in 41 games, including seven points (two 
goals, five assists) in a four-game point streak. Forward 
Steven Stamkos has scored seven points (three goals, four 
assists) in a four-game point streak. Not surprisingly, the 
Lightning have won four games in a row. 

4. FLORIDA PANTHERS (26-8-5) 

Total points: 197 

Last week: No. 1 

Florida's four-game winning streak and nine-game point 
streak (8-0-1) ended Tuesday. The Panthers are 5-5-5 on 
the road and 21-3-0 at home. Six of their next eight games 
are away from FLA Live Arena. 

5. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (24-10-3) 

Total points: 155 

Last week: No. 5 

The Maple Leafs have the best power play in the NHL since 
Oct. 30 (35.0 percent, 28-for-80) with zero shorthanded 
goals against. They were 3-for-25 on the power play (12.0 
percent) in their first eight games. 

6. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (23-10-5) 

Total points: 149 

Last week: No. 6 

Kris Letang has an eight-game point streak (two goals, 11 
assists), matching the longest of his NHL career (March 26-
April 7, 2016). The defenseman has 30 assists in 34 games, 
putting him on pace for 68 this season. He had an NHL 
career-high 51 assists in 71 games in 2015-16. 

7. NEW YORK RANGERS (26-10-4) 

Total points: 140 

Last week: No. 8 

The Rangers have played an NHL-high 24 road games and 
are 15-7-2. They have won five of their past eight and nine of 
13 away from home since Nov. 24. 

8. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (22-9-9) 

Total points: 118 

Last week: No. 9 

Alex Ovechkin leads the NHL in goals (27) and points (55) 
through 40 games. The forward hasn't led in points this late 
into a season since March 20, 2015, when he scored 73 
points (47 goals, 26 assists) in 71 games. 

9. ST. LOUIS BLUES (23-11-5) 

Total points: 114 

Last week: No. 10 

Ivan Barbashev has scored a Blues-high 24 points (11 goals, 
13 assists) in 19 games since Nov. 26. The forward has 
already set single-season NHL career highs in goals (15), 
assists (19), points (34), power-play goals (four) and power-
play points (eight). 

10. MINNESOTA WILD (22-10-3) 

Total points: 96 

Last week: No. 12 

Mats Zuccarello has scored in six straight games (three 
goals, seven assists) and 16 points (five goals, 11 assists) in 
13 games since Dec. 2. The Wild have three wins in a four-
game point streak. 
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11. BOSTON BRUINS (22-12-2) 

Total points: 88 

Last week: No. 13 

Forward David Pastrnak has scored five points (three goals, 
two assists) in a three-game point streak. The Bruins had a 
five-game winning streak ended by the Hurricanes on 
Tuesday. Boston is 10-3-1 against the Atlantic Division. 

12. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (24-14-3) 

Total points: 78 

Last week: No. 7  

The Predators have lost four in a row while scoring eight 
goals, two on the power play. They won five straight from 
Jan. 1-11, when they scored 22 goals, seven on the power 
play. 

13. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (23-15-2) 

Total points: 70 

Last week: No. 11 

The Golden Knights are first in the Pacific Division despite 
going 1-3-2 since Jan. 2. 

14. CALGARY FLAMES (18-11-6) 

Total points: 36 

Last week: No. 15 

Forward Matthew Tkachuk has scored in three straight 
games and 13 points (six goals, seven assists) in his past 
eight. Forward Johnny Gaudreau has scored 28 points (11 
goals, 17 assists) in 20 games since Nov. 16, with at least 
one point in 17 of them. 

15. LOS ANGELES KINGS (20-15-5) 

Total points: 22 

Last week: No. 16 

The Kings have allowed 12 goals in their past two games, a 
6-2 loss to the San Jose Sharks and a 6-4 loss to the 
Lightning, after giving up 12 in their previous seven, when 
they were 6-1-0. Forward Viktor Arvidsson has a five-game 
point streak (one goal, four assists). 

16. WINNIPEG JETS (17-12-6) 

Total points: 13 

Last week: NR 

The Jets are 4-1-1 in their past six games. Forward Kyle 
Connor has scored two points in three of his past five and 
leads Winnipeg in multipoint games (12), goals (21), assists 
(18), points (39) and power-play points (11). 

Others receiving points: Anaheim Ducks 7, San Jose Sharks 
6, Vancouver Canucks 3, Edmonton Oilers 1 

Dropped out: Ducks (No. 14) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. San 
Jose Sharks 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. New York Rangers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. San Jose Sharks 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Winnipeg 
Jets 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets 

MIKE G. MORREALE 
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1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. St. Louis Blues; 
9. Washington Capitals; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Minnesota Wild; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Washington Capitals; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. San 
Jose Sharks 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
St. Louis Blues; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Vancouver 
Canucks; 16. San Jose Sharks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Tampa Bay Lightning; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 

Capitals; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Vancouver 
Canucks 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. San Jose Sharks; 
16. Winnipeg Jets 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Washington Capitals; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Calgary Flames; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Winnipeg Jets
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THN Power Rankings: It's a Good Time for Florida Sunshine 

The NHL is finally starting to trend back to normal, schedule-
wise, and two teams from the Sunshine State have taken 
advantage of the situation. Jason Chen breaks down all 32 
NHL teams. 

By Jason Chen 

There’s a nine-game difference between teams with the most 
and least games played, and various interruptions at different 
times truly has made this season unpredictable. You know 
which teams are good and which teams are bad, but 
separating the very good from the good, or the below-
average from the mediocre, has become a very difficult 
exercise. 

This past week – especially Tuesday’s slate – has brought a 
lot of wild games but it has led to few fluctuations in the 
Power Rankings. Even wins for the league’s bottom feeders 
– as surprising as they may have been – barely moved the 
needle because all of them (save Philadelphia, sorry) 
managed to pull one off.  

Meanwhile, the Lightning climb back into the top spot. Only a 
handful of teams have the right to jostle for the No. 1 spot 
and the margin for error is tiny. Any slip-up, like the Panthers’ 
loss to the Flames and the Canes’ loss to the Jackets, opens 
the door for another team to leapfrog them.  

(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com) 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning (27-9-5, +24 goal differential. CF%: 
12th, xGF%: 5th. Previous Rank: 4) 

A wild 6-4 win over the Kings allows the Lightning to take 
back the top spot for the third time in the past five weeks. 
They started off a little slow, but they’ve found their stride 
and they’re nearly unstoppable when their core is healthy. 
No team has won three Cups in a row since Al Arbour’s 
Islanders won four in a row from 1980-83. 

2. Florida Panthers (26-8-5, +43. CF%: 1st, xGF%: 2nd. PR: 
1) 

A 5-1 loss cost the Panthers the top spot this week and 
ended an impressive four-game winning streak during which 
they outscored their opponents 25-8. Jonathan Huberdeau 
has an outside shot to win the Art Ross and ranks second in 
the league with 21 first assists, trailing only Nathan 
MacKinnon’s 22, according to evolving-hockey.com. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (26-8-2, +45. CF%: 2nd, xGF%: 7th. 
PR: 2) 

The Canes are a resilient bunch, winning both games and 
outscoring their opponents 11-2 following a 6-0 loss to 
Columbus. They also have 10 different goal scorers and nine 

players who have scored at least two points during that span. 
Oh, and Freddie Andersen has been stellar. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (25-8-3, +41. CF%: 5th, xGF%: 9th. 
PR: 7) 

It’ll be a little harder without Darcy Kuemper, but the Avs 
offense is so insanely good, you could put Greg Goldberg in 
net and they’d still win a ton of games. Fun fact: Pavel 
Francouz’s career .921 Sv% with the Avs is the best in 
franchise history (min. 10 GP), followed by Philipp Grubauer 
and Patrick Roy at .918 Sv%. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (24-9-3, +30. CF%: 7th, xGF%: 3rd. 
PR: 3) 

The 6-5 win against the Blues was fun to watch, but it 
should’ve been over after they scored three goals in 3:44. It 
was an up-and-down week with losses to Colorado and 
Arizona (!), though Jack Campbell’s 2.13 GAA (tying Ed 
Belfour) and .931 Sv% is still on pace to be the best in 
franchise history (min. 25 GS) in 20 years. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins (23-10-5, +25. CF%: 8th, xGF%: 4th. 
PR: 5) 

The Pens have done a lot of good things this season but 
Tristan Jarry’s contributions are getting overlooked. He’s tied 
fourth in wins (19), fifth in Sv% (.928), third in GAA (2.08) 
and sixth in GSAA (9.35). This should be the second time in 
three seasons Jarry will garner Vezina votes after finishing 
seventh in 2019-20. 

7. New York Rangers (25-10-4, +17. CF%: 32nd, xGF%: 
30th. PR: 10) 

They really are a different animal when Igor Shesterkin is in 
net, who has won four straight games, including two 
shutouts. If Henrik Lundqvist was the King, then Shesterkin 
is Broadway’s sweet, sweet prince. 

8. St. Louis Blues (23-11-5, +30. CF%: 21st, xGF%: 24th. 
PR: 8) 

Losses to the Pens and Leafs are the only blemishes for the 
Blues since they resumed play on Dec. 29. If Tarasenko, 
Buchnevich and Kyrou can maintain their point-per-game 
pace until the end of the season, it would be the first time the 
Blues have multiple players do so since Pavol Demitra and 
Pierre Turgeon did it in back-to-back seasons in 1999-00 and 
2000-01. 

9. Vegas Golden Knights (23-15-2, +19. CF%: 9th, xGF%: 
11th. PR: 9) 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 20, 2022 

 

The Knights’ lone game this past week was a 5-3 loss to the 
Pens, which makes their performance difficult to gauge. Most 
worrying, Robin Lehner’s save percentage continues to 
hover around .900, and that just won’t cut it. You wonder if 
Lehner’s lack of quickness and mobility makes him a poor fit 
for how quick the Knights like to play. 

10. Minnesota Wild (22-10-3, +23. CF%: 17th, xGF%: 13th. 
PR: 12) 

Kaapo Kahkonen has done a great job holding down the fort, 
winning three of his four starts with the only loss coming 
against the Avs in a shootout. However, this team still lives 
and dies with Kirill Kaprizov’s efficiency; despite ranking 64th 
in CF at 5-on-5 among forwards (min. 800 TOI) since 
entering the league, he also ranks fourth in even-strength 
points (74). 

11. Boston Bruins (22-12-2, +15. CF%: 3rd, xGF%: 1st. PR: 
11) 

“You come at the king, you best not miss.” The Canes’ social 
media remains unbeaten after Brad Marchand compared 
himself to a Lamborghini to Vinny Trocheck’s Prius, wasting 
no time at all following a 7-1 rout. It was an ugly performance 
on Willie O’Ree’s jersey retirement night following a strong 
five-game winning streak. 

12. Washington Capitals (22-9-9, +22. CF%: 10th, xGF%: 
10th. PR: 13) 

The Caps enjoyed a rare four-day break and went 2-1-0 
playing three games in four days, which is a pretty good 
result considering how young their goalies are and how 
inconsistent they’ve been this season. Alex Ovechkin, who 
currently leads the league in scoring at 36 years old, is on 
pace to be the second-oldest Art Ross winner in history. 
Martin St-Louis was 37 when he won in 2013. 

13. Nashville Predators (24-14-3, +10. CF%: 15th, xGF%: 
12th. PR: 6) 

The Preds will only go as far as Juuse Saros takes them. 
Just as they were fashioning themselves into a dark horse, 
they go 0-3-1 over the past week, knocking them back down 
to a playoff team likely to be ousted in the first round in a 
tough Central Division. 

14. Calgary Flames (18-11-6, +22. CF%: 6th, xGF%: 8th. 
PR: 16) 

A 5-1 win put an end to a horrific stretch of four straight 
losses, though only the loss to the Sens was inexcusable. 
The Flames are another streaky team that’s very tough to 
beat when they’re in a rhythm, and it’s endlessly amusing the 
most monotone, deadpan coach in the league asks his team 
to play with more emotion. 

15. San Jose Sharks (21-17-2, -9. CF%: 26th, xGF%: 17th. 
PR: 21) 

The Sharks have had an easy go since five of their past six 
wins have come against the likes of Philly, Buffalo and 
Arizona, punctuated by close losses to the Rangers and 
Pens. However, with an emphatic 6-2 win against the Kings 
and the Ducks playing like chopped liver, the Sharks are 
emerging as California’s top team, and in the Pacific that 
puts them in a position to win a playoff spot. 

16. Los Angeles Kings (20-15-5, +6. CF%: 4th, xGF%: 6th. 
PR: 15) 

Six straight losses then seven straight wins then five straight 
losses to start the season. Four straight wins, including 
against the Rangers and Pens, then two straight losses by a 
combined 12-6. Quick and Petersen, Petersen and Quick. 
The 2021-22 Kings flip-flop between good stretches and bad 
stretches more than a Russell Crowe filmography. 

17. Winnipeg Jets (17-12-6, +2. CF%: 11th, xGF%: 15th. PR: 
17) 

The Jets are hard to figure out, and it’s made more difficult 
since they’ve played only twice since Jan. 6. They’re talented 
but the new voice in the room Paul Maurice talked about 
hasn’t quite made a difference just yet. 

18. Vancouver Canucks (18-18-3, -10. CF%: 16th, xGF%: 
19th. PR: 20) 

Wins against the Caps and Preds to finish off their road trip 
showed a ton of resilience and proved Thatcher Demko 
should be the team’s MVP. More good news: Elias 
Pettersson has scored in two straight games, and a point 
against Florida on Friday would match his longest point 
streak of the season. 

19. New York Islanders (13-13-6, -13. CF%: 28th, xGF%: 
21st. PR: 23) 

The Isles are making a charge, and there’s plenty of time 
and opportunity for them. They’ve played just 32 games, at 
least four fewer than everyone else in the Metro, and they’ve 
won five of their past six games with good goaltending from 
both Varlamov and Sorokin. 

20. Anaheim Ducks (19-15-7, even. CF%: 19th, xGF%: 
22nd. PR: 14) 

Hello, reality. The Ducks have lost eight of their past 10 
games, and they’ve scored more than two goals just four 
times during that span. Only three players have scored more 
than one goal since Jan. 1: Troy Terry (4), Max Comtois (2) 
and Trevor Zegras (2). 

21. Detroit Red Wings (18-17-5, -22. CF%: 29th, xGF%: 
23rd. PR: 22) 

Two straight wins are a good sign, alas they were against the 
Sabres. Otherwise, in their previous four games they were 
blanked twice and lost the other two games in extra time. 
Alex Nedeljkovic might be one of the league’s most 
underrated goalies. 

22. Edmonton Oilers (18-15-2, even. CF%: 13th, xGF%: 
14th. PR: 19) 

A reminder in the McDavid era that Mikko Koskinen and Mike 
Smith rank second and third with 68 and 42 wins, 
respectively. Their goaltending situation is the biggest oil-
related disaster since Deepwater Horizon. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks (15-18-6, -31. CF%: 27th, xGF%: 
29th. PR: 24) 

Thank goodness they have Marc-André Fleury. They’re still 
bound for the lottery but at least they have not lost in 
regulation since Jan. 6. After going winless in October, the 
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Hawks rank 16th in points percentage since, and they’re 14-
9-4 under Derek King. 

24. Dallas Stars (18-16-2, -9. CF%: 20th, xGF%: 18th. PR: 
18) 

It’s already hard to take them seriously with their ridiculous 
home-road splits and garish “Skyline Green” jerseys, but 
then Rick Bowness makes some weird decisions and you 
wonder how this team even made the Finals. They’ve been 
outscored 15-5 in their past three games. 

25. New Jersey Devils (14-18-5, -22. CF%: 14th, xGF%: 
16th. PR: 25) 

Mackenzie Blackwood is back, so that’s good news. They 
played just one game this past week, a narrow 3-2 loss to 
the surging Isles with Jon Gillies in net. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets (17-18-1, -15. CF%: 22nd, 
xGF%: 25th. PR: 26) 

You could just hear the defeat in Zach Werenski’s voice after 
they allowed nine goals against the Panthers even though 
they caught the Canes by surprise with a 6-0 win in the 
previous game. The Jackets have allowed at least seven 
goals in three of their past five losses. 

27. Buffalo Sabres (12-20-7, -33. CF%: 25th, xGF%: 31st. 
PR: 29) 

The Sabres went 2-1-1 this past week with Aaron Dell and 
Michael Houser earning wins and, yes, they’re real people. 
Noteworthy: Alex Tuch has seven points in seven games. 

28. Ottawa Senators (11-19-2, -25. CF%: 31st, xGF%: 25th. 
PR: 31) 

A win against the Oilers was just good comedy, but Matt 
Murray re-joining the club and winning two of three games 
right off the bat was also a good sign. The Sens have played 
only four games since Dec. 19, but it’s unlikely they’ll make 
up any ground. Losing veteran leader Connor Brown is a big 
blow. 

29. Seattle Kraken (11-23-4, -36. CF%: 18th, xGF%: 20th. 
PR: 28) 

Just like their nickname, they belong to the deep depths of 
the vast ocean. The only reprieve was their win on Monday 
against Chicago in a shootout, their first on home ice since 
Dec. 3. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers (13-18-8, -35. CF%: 23rd, xGF%: 
27th. PR: 27) 

Every season, just when you think Keith Yandle is washed, 
he somehow manages to stay in the lineup. He is four games 
away from tying Doug Jarvis’ record of 964 consecutive 
games played. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (9-24-4, -58. CF%: 30th, xGF%: 32nd. 
PR: 30) 

Of the 38 instances this season where a goalie has seen at 
least 45 shots, five of them feature the Coyotes, three of 
which feature Karel Vejmelka. He also holds the record for 
most saves (46) in a shutout this season. 

32. Montréal Canadiens (8-25-5, -56. CF%: 24th, xGF%: 
28th. PR: 32) 

They needed a performance of a lifetime from Samuel 
Montembeault to defeat the Stars in a feisty win, but still find 
themselves in last place because they lost 5-2 against the 
Coyotes. See? There is some method to this madness.
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The War for the NHL's Metro Division is Here 

At the beginning of the NHL’s current regular season, there 
was a good case to be made that the Metropolitan Division 
was going to be the most difficult of the four divisions. But 
right now, it looks like four teams will fight for the top spot 
moving forward. 

By Adam Proteau 

At the beginning of the NHL’s current regular season, there 
was a good case to be made that the Metropolitan Division 
was going to be the most difficult of the four divisions. 

And, for a very brief period of time out of the gate, that 
prediction looked like it was going to come to pass. But now, 
with about half of the schedule completed, the Metro is likely 
to be the NHL’s least-competitive, with all four of the playoff 
spots more or less locked up by the Carolina Hurricanes, 
Pittsburgh Penguins, New York Rangers and Washington 
Capitals having significant standings points advantages over 
the fifth-place Columbus Blue Jackets and the three teams 
below them. 

Where in the Pacific, Atlantic and Central Divisions, a poor 
week or two could have serious effects on the standings, 
nothing short of a miracle would push the Blue Jackets and 
their 36 standings points past the fourth-place Penguins (51 
points), let alone present a challenge to the Rangers (tied 
with the Hurricanes for first place, with 54 points) or the Caps 
(in third place, with 53 points). That separation is a 
disappointment for Columbus, Philadelphia, the New York 
Islanders and New Jersey Devils, but in the long run, it could 
be better for the Metro’s bottom-four teams, because it gives 
them full license to make bigger trades than they would’ve if 
they thought there was a serious possibility of contending for 
a playoff berth. 

With their lineups all but assured to miss the post-season, 
the Devils and Flyers respectively can put up veterans P.K. 
Subban and Claude Giroux (both of whom will be 
unrestricted free agents this coming summer) and accept a 
deal which has negative optics in the short term, but positive 
benefits beginning next year and stretching into the longer-
term. Similarly, the Islanders will have an easier time trading 
away veterans and soon-to-be UFAs Andy Greene and Cal 

Clutterbuck, and the Blue Jackets will be more likely to move 
forward Max Domi, whose contract also ends after this 
season. In a more competitive division, there would’ve been 
temptation by executives from those four teams to be buyers. 
However, a month from now, or perhaps sooner, there will be 
every justification for them to effectively wave the white flag 
on this season and be full-on sellers.  

Selling off key assets will leave a sour taste in their fans’ 
mouths, but it sure beats battling it out right through Game 
82, just missing out on a playoff berth, and hurting their 
chances at drafting at or near the No. 1 overall position. That 
would have more long-term pain than any non-playoff Metro 
team is going to have in the next 40 games or so. Fooling 
themselves into thinking they’re anything better than what 
they are at present would hamstring those non-playoff-teams 
more than the first half of this season already has. 

Sometimes, the pain is worth it. Tanking isn’t an exact 
science, but it’s better than the NHL’s mushy middle. And 
that’s a gift to the Metro’s non-playoff teams, who don’t have 
to chase their tail in service of a playoff dream that, even if it 
were realized, would be likely to end after the first round did. 
There shouldn’t be any delusions of grandeur for them. 
When you’re in a double-digit standings points deficit by the 
midway point of the year, the hockey gods are trying to send 
you a message. 

That message isn’t “give up”, but rather, it is to take the fight 
to another day, down the line, when they have a new 
generational player on their side. Right now, teams that have 
struggled in years before this one are currently reaping the 
rewards of long-term patience. 

It’s always possible that a current team in the Metro hits their 
stride between now and mid-April, and makes a push for a 
playoff berth. But sooner or later - and really, it ought to be 
sooner - the reality of the Metro will slap them across the 
face, the way it did through the first half of this year. Reacting 
properly to the present-day reality, with a focus on the 
seasons to come, will be the fastest way for them to forget 
about the pain they’re experiencing now.
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About Last Night: Offensive Depth, Defensive Star and Goaltending Milestone 

The Carolina Hurricanes continue to be one of the most 
impressive teams in the league as they added yet another 
blowout win to their ever growing season resume.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes are once again out here 
embarrassing an NHL team. 

With their second seven-goal outing — as well as second 
five-goal period — the Canes saw six players notch goals 
and had 10 players on the statsheet and seven have multi-
point games. 

In every facet of the game, the Hurricanes were the better 
team. A rarity in today’s NHL, but it happens sometimes. It 
just so happened to be Carolina’s night last night. 

Although the penalty kill streak was stopped just one shy of 
tying the franchise record (36), the kill was still a staple part 
of the Hurricanes’ success last night killing off four more as 
well as a 5-on-3. 

The power play was also clicking scoring on two of their 
three chances and the hope is that the man-advantage can 
continue to produce into the playoffs. 

It was a night of highlights, so let’s take a look back at some 
of the best parts of last night:  

Offensive Depth 

The Canes have had extremely balanced scoring as of late 
with 15 different skaters registering at least one goal in the 
month of January. Going back to December, the only skaters 
who have not registered at least one goal in the two month 
span were Jordan Martinook — who just returned to action 
last night after sustaining an injury on December 2 — and 
Jordan Staal. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi is continuing to be a key part of the 
offensive depth as he potted both the game winner and 
backbreaker goals last night. His nine goals on the season 
sit just two shy of his career best (11) which he reached 
during his rookie campaign.  

At the beginning of the season when he was playing on the 
wing, he was very passive and playing on the perimeter, but 
since moving back to center, he’s been a constant net-front 
presence who is capable of working hard along the boards 
and battling for possession. A welcome sign indeed. 

Another positive addition has been that of Derek Stepan. 
He’s ended up as the odd-man out a few times throughout 
the season, but he makes a difference when he’s in the 
lineup. In fact, whenever he ends up as a healthy scratch, he 
seems to always register a goal in his next game back.  

And among the rest of the forward group and outside of the 
big names, guys like Jesper Fast, Steven Lorentz, Nino 
Niederreiter and Seth Jarvis are all providing steady streams 
of goal scoring when needed. 

But the biggest boost to goal scoring has been the help that 
the backend has provided as of late. Jaccob Slavin and Tony 
DeAngelo have led the charge in that department, each 
adding to their totals with three points last night, but the play 
of Brady Skjei can’t be overstated either.  

When nearly every player on your roster is getting involved in 
the goal scoring, you’re going to run a few teams out of the 
building. 

Jaccob Slavin is the GOAT 

As Rod Brind’Amour said after the game, we’re running out 
of ways to describe just how good Slavin is. 

He comes out of COVID protocol, having missed the last few 
games and has a three-point night and plays the most 
minutes out of anybody on the team. 

He’s on pace for the best offensive season of his career, he’s 
a human eraser who can clean up any mess that the 
Hurricanes find themselves in, he runs the second power lay 
unit, he kills penalties and he has the toughest defensive 
assignments every night. 

He’s just so good.  

The true motor and MVP of the team, Slavin is one of the 
best players in the league and it’s time he starts getting the 
buzz for some of the top hardware.  

Goaltending Greats 

Frederik Andersen has reached the 20 wins mark, but he did 
it so fast that he put himself among some pretty exclusive 
company.  

His 26 appearances is the fourth lowest amount among NHL 
goaltenders needed to reach the 20 win mark in a single 
season — the best being 23 appearances for 20 wins set by 
Tiny Thompson in 1929.  

It can’t be overstated just how good Andersen has been for 
the Canes this year, with his goals against average (1.99) 
tied for third best in the league, his save percentage (0.930) 
is the sixth best in the league and according to 
MoneyPuck.com, his 19.1 goals saved above expected rank 
second in the entire league. 

Without Andersen, the Canes would not be nearly as good 
as they are even despite the offensive outpouring they’ve 
gotten. 
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The team is stacked, but it might just be the goaltending 
position that helps push Carolina back into a deep playoff 
run.

 

Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Carolina Hurricanes Regain Top Position with 
Games in Hand 

The Canes are tied with the New York Rangers, but have 
played three less games than New York. The two play on 
Friday. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 54 Points (26-8-2) 

The Carolina Hurricanes recovered from a bad loss to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets with two good wins. The Canes got 
good news getting Jaccob Slavin back before Tuesday 
night’s game. His losses this season have proven to be the 
hardest for the team to overcome this season. Martin Necas 
sat out last night’s game and the team was still able to put up 
a touchdown against the Bruins. Meanwhile, against two 
struggling teams the Canes were only able to go 1-1-0 
without Slavin. 

It is common for fans to say that the Canes are overlooked in 
the league, but it was great to see both Sebastian Aho and 
Frederick Andersen were named to the Metropolitan Division 
All-Star team. This was also without Sidney Crosby 
announced. The league is taking note of the skill in Raleigh, 
and it is worth noting when the Canes are aptly represented. 
It’s easy to play the victim card, but let's have fun this time 
and realize the Canes almost had three players in the All-
Star game when the team requires at least one 
representative from each team.  

2. New York Rangers: 54 Points (25-10-4) 

The New York Rangers have not missed a beat since losing 
multiple players and their head coach to COVID protocols 
and have a 6-3-1 record in their last 10 games. The Rangers 
have shown great flexibility with the lineup ever-changing, 
including losing Igor Shesterkin, Artemi Panarin, and Barclay 
Goodrow during this time. Now they will have the reverse 
issue of trying to get everyone back into the lineup all at the 
same time as they are finally expecting to have a full roster 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs Wednesday. 

Heading into the game it will be interesting to see where 
Lafreniere will slot back in. The former first overall pick has 
struggled to make the impact he was originally thought to 
bring to the blue shirts. He has just 20 goals in 97 career 
games but was starting to make an impact on the roster 
including a two-point game on Jan. 3. Now the big decision 
point will be if he comes in on the second line or the third line 
and see if he can be in the top six in a fully healthy roster. 

3. Washington Capitals: 53 Points (22-9-9) 

Alex Ovechkin’s ability to keep putting up these goal 
numbers every year is truly remarkable. Every season it 
seems like everyone expects one thing, for the aging curves 
to finally catch up to the Caps and Penguins. Ovi has 
remained undefeated. In just 40 games, his 27 goals already 
surpassed his goal total from last season. He is scoring at 

.66 goals per game pace, which would mean that over 82 
games he is projected to score 55 goals. That would be the 
most he has scored since the 2008-2009 season when he 
scored 56. He could have 55-goal seasons 13 years apart.  

The Caps have four players with 10 or more goals this 
season and have combined for 127 goals this season which 
ranks seventh in the league. The preposterous thing about 
Ovi is that his 26 goals account for 20% of the total offense 
for the Caps and even in this season at 36 years old. The 
Athletic projects that his market value would actually be 
$14.1 million almost five million more than his current $9.5 
AAV. 

4. Pittsburgh Penguins: 51 Points (23-10-5) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins were happy to see Jason Zucker’s 
return to the lineup brought instant impact. He scored two 
goals in a comeback 5-3 win against the Vegas Golden 
Knights. Zucker scored one even strength and one 
powerplay goal. His boost to the second powerplay unit is 
great news for the Pens who have the 21st ranked 
powerplay unit in the league with an 18.1% success rate. It 
may be the only dark spot in a red-hot Penguins play right 
now that are 8-2-0 in their last 10 games which have seen 
them threaten the Caps for third place in the Metro.  

When the NHL announced the last man in for the All-Star 
Game, the Penguins got their second player into the 
exhibition weekend. Jake Guentzel will join Tristan Jarry as 
Penguins' representatives. Guentzel had to be the most 
deserving player to get into the All-Star game as his 20 goals 
tie him for ninth in the NHL for goal scoring which ties the 
now biggest snub Brad Marchand. However, Guentzel has 
played on a team that has been without both of their best 
players for a significant portion of the season and was still 
able to score at this rate.  

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 35 Points (17-18-1) 

The Blue Jackets followed up their 6-0 win against the 
Hurricanes last week with a 9-2 loss to the Florida Panthers 
last weekend. That sums up the Blue Jackets season really 
well. They have just lacked consistency on a night in and 
night out basis. To be fair, that is common with younger 
teams and is something that many Canes fans can relate to. 
They are showing that they have to talent to hang with good 
teams, but they are finding ways to lose more games than 
vice versa. The other game was against the Canes where 
they gave up seven straight goals to lose after a four-goal 
lead.  

For the Blue Jackets, this has to make them feel closer to 
competing than they thought they would be starting the 
season. The Blue Jackets' plans last offseason was to start a 
rebuild and they moved players to start accumulating future 
assets. They will stay the course and sell at the deadline, but 
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they certainly look like a team that has a solid core to build 
around. The way that management has strategized the last 
few seasons have them as the anti-Flyers who have refused 
any attempts at a long rebuild despite having a terrible 
roster. 

6. Philadelphia Flyers: 34 Points (13-18-8) 

The Philadelphia Flyers have been one of the worst teams in 
2022 with just one point since the turn of the calendar with 
an 0-7-1 record in eight games played. The losing streak 
extends back to December with the Flyers last winning a 
game on 12/29 in Seattle. The Flyers have not been able to 
put together any offense. In 2022 they currently rank third to 
last with just 2.0 goals for per game. It’s impossible to win on 
a consistent basis with just two goals per game. They were 
hit with COVID but have had most of their players back the 
last week and a half. 

Now after their most recent loss to the New York Islanders, 
the Flyers' chances to make the playoffs sits at just 0.8% 
according to moneypuck. With an organization that has 
refused to rebuild and was set back from the Ron Hextall 
years of drafting, the Flyers will have a long road ahead of 
them to field a competitive team. The main question facing 
the team is whether or not they will have a full teardown at 
the trade deadline. 

7. New Jersey Devils: 33 Points (14-18-5) 

Jack Hughes will represent the New Jersey Devils at the 
2022 NHL All-Star game. Hughes missed time this season 
with an injury but did not miss a step when he returned. He 
has scored 9 goals and 11 assists in 20 games. The Devils 

have had contributions from all around their lineup with six 
players at the 20 point mark or above. Hughes’ scoring rate 
at a point per game does lead the team.  

The Devils must be surprised to have a balanced attack this 
season. They struggled to produce offensively outside of 
Nico Hischier and Hughes. This season they rank 17th with 
2.86 goals for per game. Their main issue this season has 
been defense where they are seventh-worst in the league 
with 3.38 goals against per game. This seems 
counterintuitive since their biggest free-agent signing in 
years was Dougie Hamilton to solidify the top end of the 
defense. So far that hasn’t been the case. 

8. New York Islanders: 32 Points (13-13-6) 

The toughest thing around the New York Islanders is trying 
to compare them to the rest of the division. Even with the 
COVID stoppages this season, they have played four fewer 
games than any other team in the division. The Islanders 
have won two of their last three games and again have their 
game tonight against the Columbus Blue Jackets postponed 
due to a previous game being postponed. 

The good news is the Islanders winning two of their last three 
games is seeing them climb back up the standings to see 
them just two points behind the Flyers for sixth place with 
five games in hand. The Islanders still have the fifth-best 
chance to make the playoffs in the Metro with a 5.3% chance 
according to Moneypuck. This is over the Flyers, Devils, and 
Blue Jackets. The Isles close out this month with six straight 
home games which could lead to their chances being greatly 
increased.

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257482199.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257511719.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257511124.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-announce-rescheduled-game-dates/c-329932148 
https://www.nhl.com/news/2022-all-star-game-lines-predicted-by-nhlcom/c-329917866 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-january-20/c-329956682 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/thn-power-rankings-its-a-good-time-for-florida-sunshine 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/the-war-for-the-nhls-metro-division-is-here 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/19/22891369/about-last-night-offensive-depth-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/19/22890807/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-carolina-hurricanes-regain-top-position-with-games-in-
hand 
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1197530 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

NHL’s revised schedule will make for busy February for Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes will have a busy February. 

The NHL on Wednesday announced the rescheduling of those games 
postponed for COVID-19 reasons this season. The Canes’ February 
workload will include their seven previously postponed games, plus a 
road game against Pittsburgh that was to have ended their regular-
season schedule on April 29 and now is set for Feb. 20. 

The Canes were to close out the month with home games against 
Columbus (Feb. 25) and Edmonton (Feb. 27) following the NHL’s 
planned lengthy break for the NHL All-Star Game and the 2022 Winter 
Olympics. The league has since ruled out Olympic participation for its 
players because of the scheduling problems caused by the pandemic. 

The Canes will begin the month with back-to-back road games against 
Toronto and Ottawa. 
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How the Hurricanes slugged the Boston Bruins with a big first-period 
punch 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes hit the Boston Bruins so hard and so fast 
Tuesday that the Bruins never recovered. 

When the first period ended at TD Garden, the Canes led 5-1 on their 
way to a 7-1 victory. Many Bruins fans appeared to sit in stunned silence 
while others let their angry feelings be known. 

What happened in the first? A quick recap: 

The Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen scored at 3:44 of the period with a one-
timer off a Jaccob Slavin seam pass. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored the first of his two goals at 6:03, stuffing a 
rebound past goalie Tuukka Rask for a 2-0 lead. 

It was Kotkaniemi again at 11:26, just 13 seconds after the Bruins had 
scored on a power play. This time, he redirected a Slavin point shot past 
Rask to make it 3-1. 

Rookie forward Seth Jarvis, who won the “fastest lap” Saturday after the 
Canes’ win over Vancouver on NASCAR Day at PNC Arena, cranked up 
the speed again. Picking off a loose Bruins pass in the neutral zone, he 
bolted down the left wing to the net and scored at 16:01. 

Derek Stepan finished off the first-period onslaught 56 seconds later with 
a quick shot in front after Jordan Martinook aggressively won a puck 
battle behind the Boston net on the forecheck and made a quick 
centering pass. 

Just like that, 5-1, the first time sine April, 6, 2010, the Canes scored five 
first-period goals. 

“There was a purpose in what we were trying to do,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Everything we did right seemed to go in the net, which 
was nice. We’ll take it for sure. It doesn’t happen very often.” 

The Bruins, who pulled Rask after the first, would make a push in the 
second period but could not dent the Canes’ lead, even with a 5-on-3 
power play. Power-play goals by Slavin and Andrei Svechnikov in the 
third closed it out for Carolina, which improved its record to 28-6-2 and 
took over first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

Somewhere in Raleigh, Canes winger Martin Necas, who entered the 
NHL COVID protocol this week, had to be shaking his head. Who would 
want to miss all that? 

“This was one of the good ones,” Stepan said. “Right from the start of the 
game we did a lot of things we wanted to.” 

And didn’t allow the Bruins (22-12-2), who had won five straight, to do 
nearly any of things they wanted to. The Bruins were a step slower than 
the Canes much of the night and sloppy in puck management while being 
stymied by goalie Frederik Andersen, who had 31 saves. 

“We had nothing,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said to the media after 
the game. “They were clearly better than us in every area. We weren’t 
nearly good enough and we wouldn’t have been good enough against 
the worst team in the league. Anybody watching the game could tell they 
were more competitive in every area of the ice.” 

That’s what Brind’Amour wanted. After being blitzed 6-0 by Columbus 
last week, the Canes responded with a solidly efficient 4-1 win Saturday 
over the Canucks and wanted to carry that kind of play to Boston for their 
first road game since New Year’s Day. 

“No lulls,” Brind’Amour said. 

Slavin had a goal and two assists, and Stepan, Svechnikov and 
Teravainen each had a goal and assist while defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo collected three assists and has 22 this season. Kotkaniemi 
nearly had a hat trick and his line, with Stepan and Martinook, accounted 
for three goals and two assists. 

The Canes must like being out of town. They ripped Columbus 7-4, 
scoring seven unanswered goals, in the Jan. 1 game, then put the seven-
spot on the Bruins moving to 14-4-1 in road games. 
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The Hurricanes and New York Rangers both had 54 points after 
Tuesday’s games, but the Canes held the Metro lead with a higher point 
percentage (.750), playing three fewer games. 

The Rangers (25-10-4) were to host the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Wednesday, then face the Canes on Friday at PNC Arena. Whether the 
Rangers win or lose against the Leafs, the Metro lead could again be at 
stake. 
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Rangers use 3-goal third period to blow past Maple Leafs 

 

VIN A. CHERWOOD 

4-5 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

Ryan Reaves is used to long scoring droughts during his 12-year career. 
He came through in a big way to end his latest one. 

Reaves scored his first two goals since joining the Rangers in the 
offseason, Adam Fox had two goals and an assist, and the Blueshirts 
scored three times in the third period to beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 6-3 
on Wednesday night for their seventh win in nine games. 

“I never want to go three months without scoring,” said Reaves, who has 
51 goals in 719 career games. “I tend to do that a lot in my career. Feels 
good to get them out of the way, especially in this barn. Hopefully they 
keep coming.” 

Chris Kreider got his 25th goal of the season, Ryan Strome had a goal 
and an assist, and Jacob Trouba and Artemi Panarin each added two 
assists for the Rangers, which rallied from a two-goal deficit after the first 
period. 

“We just have that mentality that we’re never out of a game,” Fox said. 
“It’s just another showing of the type of team we have. We’ve had other 
games where we haven’t been our best in periods and responded well 
after that and this was another game like that.” 

Igor Shesterkin stopped 35 shots — including 27 over the final two 
periods after giving up three goals in the first. 

Mitch Marner had a goal and an assist, and Ilya Mikheyev and Michael 
Bunting also scored in the first for the Maple Leafs. Jack Campbell 
finished with 21 saves. 

“We’ve had a lot of really good starts,” Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe 
said. “Obviously it’s been the finish or the second half of games that 
haven’t gone well. ... Maybe a fast start was working against us. We 
thought it would be easy the rest of the way. We paid for it.” 

Shesterkin stopped William Nylander on a breakaway 2:11 into the third 
period to keep the score tied at 3 and draw chants of “I-gor! I-gor!” from 
the home crowd. 

Strome put the Rangers ahead with 9:10 remaining. Kreider made it 5-3 
with 4:27 left. 

Auston Matthews, who scored in 10 straight road games, nearly 
extended his streak with 3:52 remaining when the puck went off his skate 
and in, but it was disallowed after officials determined he had made a 
distinct kicking motion. 

The Maple Leafs pulled Campbell for an extra skater with just under 3 
minutes to go, but Fox had an empty-netter with 2:24 left to seal the win. 

With the Rangers trailing 3-1 after 20 minutes, Reaves got the Rangers 
within one for the second time with his second of the night at 2:58 of the 
second. 

“It’s about time he scored a couple of big goals for us,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant joked. “He was really excited and I know our team loved it 
when he gets in front of the net and scores those goals.” 

The Rangers tied it with 2:11 remaining in the period as Strome sent a 
pass across the front of the goal to Fox, who quickly beat Campbell. 

Marner made it 2-0 just 46 seconds later with a power-play goal. It was 
Marner’s eighth of the season and first on the power play in 101 games. 

STATS 

Nylander’s assist on Marner’s first-period goal was the 300th of his 
career. ... Reaves had two goals for the first time since April 25, 2013, 
against Calgary while playing for St. Louis. ... Rangers F Kaapo Kakko 
played in his 150th career game. ... Mika Zibanejad had an assist on 
Fox’s second goal, extending his season-high point streak to six games. 
... The Maple Leafs lost in regulation for the first time this season when 
tied going into the third period, falling to 4-1-2. ... The Rangers improved 
to 12-0-1 when tied after two. 

HONORING TEDDY 

The Rangers honored Teddy Balkind, the Connecticut 10th grader who 
died after taking a skate to his neck during a junior varsity game earlier 
this month. All Rangers players wore Balkind’s No. 5 on the back of their 
jerseys during pregame warmups. A moment of silence was held in his 
honor before the national anthem, and his St. Luke’s teammates were 
recognized in attendance. 
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Ryan Reaves picks perfect time to get first two Rangers goals 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-4 minutes 1/20/2022 

 

Just the other day, Ryan Reaves said this is the time for the Rangers to 
start preparing for the playoffs. 

To learn how to skate with the top-tier teams, how to push them out of 
the building and how to prove that the Rangers are not only a playoff 
team, but one that can actually make a run at the Stanley Cup. Reaves 
and the rest of the Rangers’ fourth line set that example in the 6-3 win 
over the Maple Leafs Wednesday night, with Reaves chipping in two 
goals to propel his team to a third straight win. 

“You never want to go three months without scoring, I tend to do that a 
lot in my career,” said Reaves, whose goals were his first with the 
Rangers. “But it feels good to get them out of the way, especially in this 
barn. Hopefully, they keep coming now.” 

The Rangers credited the fourth line for snapping them out of their first-
period funk, which resulted in a 3-1 deficit heading into the middle frame. 
Reaves’ first tally of the night came in the first period before his second 
made it 3-2 just under three minutes into the second. 

Coach Gerard Gallant deployed the fourth unit the most at even strength, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. Reaves, Kevin Rooney and Greg 
McKegg drove the forecheck and ultimately generated six scoring 
chances. 
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“For our line, it’s not always going to be a goal, but it’s going to be 
energy, it’s going to be a hit, it’s going to be a shift in their zone, 
especially against some of their top guys,” Reaves said. “We had some 
good shifts against the [Auston] Matthews line, especially. For us, when 
we have started like, you definitely want to grab some momentum.” 

Reaves noted his chemistry with Rooney and McKegg has progressed as 
the season has gone on, pointing out that they’re finding open ice better. 
He said he believes Wednesday was the trio’s best game thus far. 

“I think we’ve said it all year, that line has brought energy when needed 
and it hasn’t always resulted in goals, but when you see them get 
rewarded like that, it obviously lifts the whole team up,” defenseman 
Adam Fox said. “Big goals, too. Credit to that line. They were unreal 
tonight.” 

Alexis Lafreniere cleared COVID-19 protocol and was activated, allowing 
the 20-year-old winger to compete in his first game in over a week. 
Though Dryden Hunt came off injured reserve and was cleared to play, 
Gallant opted to scratch Hunt in favor of McKegg. 

The Rangers honored Teddy Balkind, the Connecticut high school player 
who was killed during a hockey game this month, by hanging his No. 5 
jersey behind the benchjust before Wednesday’s win. In addition to 
wearing Balkind and his No. 5 on their warm-up jerseys, the Rangers 
also invited all of Balkind’s teammates to the game. 

The NHL announced a series of schedule updates that included four 
Rangers games, three of which had to be rescheduled due to COVID-19-
related postponements. 

Those matchups include the Dec. 27 contest with the Red Wings, now 
slated for Feb. 17, the Nov. 20 game against the Senators, which has 
been rescheduled for Feb. 20, as well as the Dec. 22 tilt with the 
Canadiens, now set for April 27. 

The Rangers’ game against the Bruins on April 24 has also been moved 
up to Feb. 15. 
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Rangers maul Maple Leafs after erasing early deficit 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-4 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

The resilient Rangers march on. 

Clawing their way out of a two-goal hole they fell into after the first period, 
the Rangers stormed back with five unanswered goals through the final 
two frames to secure a telling 6-3 victory over the Maple Leafs 
Wednesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

The win was the Rangers’ third in a row as they prepare for the ultimate 
litmus test in the Hurricanes on Friday. 

Resiliency has been a trademark of this Rangers team in recent weeks, 
having just emerged relatively unscathed from their first notable COVID-
19 outbreak that sidelined several players game-to-game. And with 
Wednesday’s matchup tied 3-3 entering the third period, the Rangers 
tapped into their new-found resilient nature, buckled down and played to 
win. 

“It shows that we can hang with the big boys — that we are one of the big 
boys,” said Ryan Reaves, who scored his first and second goal as a 
Ranger in the win. “We’ve got to keep beating the playoff teams, it’s 

something we’ve talked about. But I think we’re proving to the league, 
we’re proving to ourselves that we’re a contender.’’ 

The Rangers fed off the contributions of the fourth line in Reaves, Kevin 
Rooney and Greg McKegg, who helped the team rediscover its forecheck 
and expose some weak points in the Maple Leafs’ structure after falling 
behind 3-1 in an ugly first period. 

Reaves recorded the Rangers’ first two goals of the game and the rest of 
the team was seemingly invigorated by it. After the veteran winger 
chipped the puck over Toronto goalie Jack Campbell to cut his team’s 
deficit to 3-2 at 2:58 of the second, the Rangers took a hold on the game. 

With just over two minutes left in the second, a stellar passing sequence 
ended with defenseman Adam Fox knotting the game 3-3. Fox ultimately 
capped the Rangers’ scoring with an empty-net goal to lead the team 
with two tallies and an assist for a three-point effort. 

Ryan Strome pulled the Rangers ahead at 10:50, burying a feed from 
Ryan Lindgren for the 4-3 lead. Less than five minutes later, Chris 
Kreider netted his 25th goal of the season to put the game out of reach. 

“I was a little worried, to be honest with you,” head coach Gerard Gallant 
said after the win, which improved the Rangers to 26-10-4. “We came out 
a little sleepy, obviously. Just seems that when you get back from those 
road trips, for whatever reason, the first period is tough, it was a tough 
one.” 

Auston Matthews nearly scored toward the end of the third period to tie 
the NHL’s consecutive goal-scoring record in road games, but referees 
ruled he kicked it in and overturned the goal. 

The Rangers, sitting at the top of the Metropolitan Division, now head to 
Carolina to face the very team they’ve been wrestling with for first place. 
March on they do. 

“I think we know [we can hang with the top teams],” Reaves said. “I think 
maybe some of the league doesn’t believe it, but let them keep [not] 
believing it. We’re gonna keep doing our thing and, I mean, the standings 
don’t lie.” 
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K'Andre Miller making impact on Rangers' second power-play unit 

 

Mollie Walker 

3-4 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

K’Andre Miller made his NHL debut just over a year ago and the Rangers 
defenseman is already nearing his 100th game. 

The Rangers’ matchup with the Maple Leafs on Wednesday was game 
No. 93 for Miller. And on Friday, he will turn 22. All of those numbers tell 
a story of a young blueliner who has been charged with a great deal of 
responsibility in primarily a top-four role from the moment he stepped into 
the Rangers’ lineup. 

Miller has often been the youngest Ranger on defense this season, when 
rookies Nils Lundkvist, Zac Jones and Braden Schneider haven’t 
dressed. Despite having more reps, however, Miller has committed his 
fair share of rookie mistakes in his sophomore campaign. 

Still, Miller continues to develop and has shown flashes of promising 
play. In recent games with several Rangers going in and out of COVID-
19 protocol, Miller stepped in on the second power-play unit. 
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“I talked to K’Andre earlier in the year, I said, ‘You always [go to] those 
power-play meetings, make sure you’re there because sometime you’re 
going to get some opportunities,’ ” head coach Gerard Gallant said 
recently. “ ‘Not a whole lot, right now. But make sure you’re available, 
because you’re a big guy that can shoot the puck, you’ve got some skill 
back there. We see that down the road.’ He’s been there, he’s done it a 
few times. And again, he’s a confident kid and he feels good about it. 
When you give them a little bit like, they’re pretty excited.” 

Miller, who is seeing 19:24 of ice time a game after averaging 21:07 in 
his rookie season, has now logged over nine minutes on the power play 
this season. He had lost power-play time to Lundkvist earlier in the 
season, but with the Swede assigned to AHL Hartford and others 
unavailable, Miller saw more time. 

“Obviously, it’s more ice time,” Miller said. “Getting out there and being 
about to produce with that extra guy is definitely huge. I think I’ve been 
able to show a little more offense since being on the power play. I think 
overall, just keeping it simple and being reliable in all three zones has 
been my biggest thing.” 

Alexis Lafreniere cleared COVID-19 protocol and was activated ahead of 
the game Wednesday, allowing the 20-year-old winger to compete in his 
first game in over a week. 

The NHL announced a series of schedule updates that included four 
Rangers games, three of which had to be rescheduled due to a COVID-
19-related postponement. 

Those matchups include the Dec. 27 contest with the Red Wings, now 
slated to happen on Feb. 17, the Nov. 20 game against the Senators, 
which has been rescheduled for Feb. 20, as well as the Dec. 22 tilt with 
the Canadiens, now set for April 27. 

The Rangers’ would be third-to-last game of the regular season against 
the Bruins on April 24 has also been moved to Feb. 15. 
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Good fortune helped Rangers weather latest COVID storm 

 

Mollie Walker 

3-4 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

In the third NHL season impacted by COVID-19, the Rangers have been 
luckier than many other teams. 

Not only was their recent outbreak mild and slow-moving through the 
locker room, but it also didn’t hit the Rangers until the NHL reinstated taxi 
squads over the holiday recess, making it easier to transition depth 
players into the lineup on short notice. Plus, the league reduced the 
quarantine period from 10 to five days, as suggested by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

The Blueshirts managed to go 3-2 despite having five regulars test 
positive over the course of their recent road trip. 

Ryan Reaves recently returned to the lineup after he tested positive for 
the virus on the West Coast trip. Aside from experiencing a fever, chills 
and trouble sleeping the first day, Reaves said he felt fine for the most 
part. 

“At some point, COVID just has to be a flu,” Reaves said. “We can’t just 
keep going through all these new variants and having to shut down. At 
some point, it’s just got to go away. We’ve got to live through it and deal 

with it, and just understand that, if you’ve got symptoms, test. If you’ve 
got it, stay home for a couple days. But I think we’ve learned, especially 
this year, guys have been getting it [and] don’t even know they have it 
most of the time.” 

“I felt completely fine, yet I had to test out. I had to wait [for the 
mandatory five-day quarantine]. I missed two games when I felt I could 
have played those two. So, yeah, I hope we stop testing — and I hope 
just the world, in general, just gets back [to normal].” 

Now, the NHL and the players’ association have agreed to stop testing 
asymptomatic players and staff, as well as fully vaccinated individuals 
who are deemed a close contact. A press release sent on Tuesday said 
there will be no testing during the All-Star break unless needed for travel 
or if symptoms develop. 

Club personnel will be required to test negative upon re-entry to team 
facilities. Going forward, however, testing will be on a limited “for cause” 
bases for fully vaccinated players and staff. Members of a team’s 
traveling party will still be tested for cross-border travel. 

Those who have tested positive and cleared protocols will still have a 
“testing holiday” of 90 days, per the league release. Symptom-based 
testing will still be done at each team physician’s discretion as well. 

As long as COVID-19 cases around the league continue to decline, the 
current testing routine is expected to remain in place through Feb. 3. 
Pending a review and an agreement between the NHL’s and NHLPA’s 
medical experts by Jan. 31, the new guidelines will go into effect after the 
All-Star break. 

The Rangers are nearly fully healthy as they gear up to play eight games 
in the span of 14 days, beginning with Wednesday’s matchup with the 
Maple Leafs. Lafreniere and Barclay Goodrow both cleared COVID-19 
protocol and competed against Toronto on Wednesday, while assistant 
coach Gord Murphy has been away from the team since before the 3-2 
loss to the Flyers on Saturday. 
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Inside Chris Kreider's Rangers transformation from streaky scorer to 
leading man 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

The days of Chris Kreider gnawing away at himself, internalizing, seeking 
to find the belief that would allow him to thrive and avoid paralysis by 
analysis are gone. 

This is Kreider 2.0, who is tied for third in goal-scoring in the NHL, his 
25th in Wednesday’s 6-3 Garden victory over the Maple Leafs tying him 
with Auston Matthews and leaving him one behind Leon Draisaitl and two 
behind Alex Ovechkin. These are luminaries and this is the next 
generation Kid K. 

“The biggest change for me is acknowledging that I don’t need anyone 
else’s validation at the end of the day. When I look in the mirror, I’m 
looking at the only person who can give me validation, praise and belief,” 
Kreider told The Post before this impressive victory over one of the 
league’s big dogs. “I want to be the best player I possibly can to help the 
group and I’m at the point now where I know what that entails. 

“So shame on me if I’m looking somewhere else for that validation. The 
more confident I can be in my own game and what I bring to the team on 
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a nightly basis and understanding what my role is and who I am in that 
locker room, ultimately I’ll be better off and better able to contribute to our 
group.” 

Kreider has taken a lead role on this engaging Rangers team that has 
exceeded everyone’s expectations playing under head coach Gerard 
Gallant. He has earned expanded duties. In addition being on the first 
power play, he is now a primary penalty killer who also gets the call to go 
on in the final minute to protect a one-goal lead. At age 30, nearly 10 
years after his Broadway debut in the 2012 playoffs, he is having a 
career year. 

“The guys who I’ve looked up to are the guys who play in all situations 
and would do whatever it took to win hockey games,” said Kreider. “I 
always said to myself that’s what I wanted to do, I wanted to help us win 
hockey games any way I could. I had some incredible examples early on 
with those teams that we had, so it’s something I’m really enjoying and 
trying to get better at. 

“Having a coach who believes in you and empowers you, you want to 
prove him right.” 

Kreider has been known as a streaky scorer throughout his career. The 
corresponding problem was that when he stopped scoring, he just as 
often disappeared from view. You know, Did. You. See. Chris! vs Did. 
You. See. Chris? Now, you see Chris every night. You see him sealtting 
screens. You see him retrieving pucks. You see him in position to take 
out his man and break up a play at the other end. And then you see him 
deflecting praise as expertly as he deflects pucks in front. 

“I think there’s a fine line between putting yourself down, disparaging 
yourself and deflecting praise,” said the Rangers’ senior player. “I 
honestly do think my job is pretty simple. We’re being asked to play a 
simple game that’s not necessarily easy, so obviously I need to play hard 
and keep my feet moving, but I think there are a lot of things that are in 
my control on a daily basis regardless of whether pucks are going in.” 

Kreider is the lone Blue-blooded forwards of the group that once featured 
Ryan Callahan, Derek Stepan, Brandon Dubinsky, J.T. Miller, Artem 
Anisimov and Carl Hagelin to make to age 30 as a Ranger. His game has 
evolved in concert with his mentality. He gives great credit in his growth 
to Marty St. Louis, who continues to impart wisdom to his one-time 
teammate. 

“In terms of outside validation, it was more of looking in other places for 
answers, looking to my teammates, management, whatever it may be,” 
Kreider said. “I think [growth] comes from maturity and experience but 
I’ve had conversations with people, I’ve sought those conversations 
outside of the season and the game of hockey, whether it be working 
with Marty, speaking with family members, friends, loved one, or 
speaking with specialists on the matter. 

“I’ve tried to understand who I am as a person and the kind of leader I 
want to be. I know what I can be, but I think there are times in my career I 
probably lost that self-awareness and belief. I’ve said this before, but you 
never arrive in this league, and when you think you’ve arrived you’re 
cooked. That’s one of the biggest things I took from Marty. You’ve got to 
keep getting better. 

“But when you’re putting pressure on yourself, you have to be able to 
give yourself a modicum of slack and give yourself a break,” he said. “I 
feel like I’m a pretty compassionate and empathetic person and I deal 
that way with our younger players because I know how hard this can be, 
but it took someone to point out that I should extend some compassion to 
myself. 

“I’m very lucky to have played with so many unbelievable players. I wish I 
could have soaked up those lessons a little bit quicker and helped us to 
win even more games early on, but it’s part of the process. I’m proud of 
the person and teammate I’m becoming.” 
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Postgame takeaways: Resilient Rangers overcome slow start for 
comeback win 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

8-10 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

NEW YORK — The resilient Rangers began a grueling stretch of games 
heading into the all-star break with what amounted to one of their best 
wins of the season. 

Then again, finding ways to pull out victories in the face of adversity is 
becoming the norm through their first 40 games. 

They came out flat against the star-powered Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Wednesday at Madison Square Garden, with early signs pointing toward 
a long night. But a discouraging first period gave way to a spirited 
comeback, with the final result reading 6-3 in favor of the home team 
after the Blueshirts overcame two separate two-goal deficits. 

"It shows our maturity," Ryan Reaves said. "It shows that we can hang 
with the big boys – that we are one of the big boys. We’ve got to keep 
beating the playoff teams. That’s something we've talked about, but I 
think we're proving to the league – we're proving to ourselves – that 
we’re a contender." 

Wednesday marked the beginning of eight games in 14 days, with five 
coming against teams that are currently in playoff position. 

The Maple Leafs are counted among them, which didn't bode well for the 
Rangers' chances when they gave up two goals in the opening 3:30. But 
despite entering the game with a 6-10-1 record against opponents that 
rank in top eight in either conference, they've had an undeniable knack 
for responding when things don't initially go their way. 

This was just the latest example. 

"We just kind of have that mentality," Adam Fox said. "We have a lot of 
guys now who are maturing and we brought in a lot of guys with 
experience who could handle the room and calm everyone down when 
things are a little bit flustered. And whenever your goaltending is making 
big saves, too, you never feel out of a game, and we’ve got a lot of skill 
guys who could score. I think we just have that mentality that we're never 
out of a game." 

Fourth line puts game 'on their shoulders' 

For the first time in over a month, head coach Gerard Gallant had a full 
arsenal of players at his disposal. Alexis Lafrenière was cleared prior to 
the game, which left the Rangers (26-10-4) with no players currently in 
COVID-19 protocol. They also activated Dryden Hunt from injured 
reserve. 

To trim the roster down to 23, rookie Morgan Barron was sent to the taxi 
squad. But Gallant was still left with decisions to make. 

Despite some struggles for the fourth line on the recent five-game road 
trip, the coach opted to scratch Hunt and stick with the trio of Reaves, 
Greg McKegg and Kevin Rooney. They rewarded their coach's loyalty 
with their best game as a unit, with their teammates crediting them for the 
in-game turnaround. 

"The whole game, they were the only line that was able to get in there 
and forecheck and create turnovers and have sustained zone time," 
Ryan Strome said. "We fed off that. They provided energy the whole 
night, especially in the second. They had a couple of great shifts, just 
hounding the puck and keeping the game simple." 
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The Rangers' top-three lines were largely ineffective in what Gallant 
called a "sleepy" opening period, particularly in the first four minutes. The 
Maple Leafs took advantage, with Ilya Mikheyev scoring on a rebound 
2:44 into the game and Mitch Marner adding a power-play tally less than 
a minute later. 

"We just had a very slow start – very sluggish," Strome said. "The 
blessing in disguise is that we played a good 40 after that. We found a 
way to win against a good team, but obviously you don't want to start like 
that, especially at home. We were too slow, not assertive, and it’s a good 
lesson to learn." 

While the outlook appeared bleak, it was the fourth line that inspired 
hope. 

It started with McKegg winning a wall battle in the offensive zone and 
pushing a pass to Fox. The reigning Norris Trophy winner sent the puck 
right back, with McKegg finding Reaves alone in front of the Toronto net 
with a nifty backhand feed. 

Reaves reeled in the pass and beat Leafs goalie Jack Campbell for his 
first goal as a member of the Rangers, cutting the deficit to 2-1 at the 
12:52 mark. 

"When your heart-and-soul guys get on the board, it does so much for 
your team," Strome said. 

Toronto regained a two-goal lead after a Rangers' defensive lapse led to 
a Michael Bunting goal with 2:10 left in the opening period, but the tide 
would turn in second. 

Once again, it was the fourth line providing the spark. 

Less than three minutes into the period, K'Andre Miller sent a long pass 
off the back boards, with Reaves on the receiving end. He was planted 
near the Toronto net and sent a shot over Campbell's left shoulder for his 
second goal of the game — and the season. 

"When his feet are moving, he's a different player," Gallant said. "He's a 
little quicker and around the puck. When a big guy is forechecking like 
that, people don't like to get hit with those people. You can't blame some 
of those defensemen, but he's a big man and he's tough to contain when 
he’s around the net." 

That made it 3-2, with McKegg-Rooney-Reaves trio was largely 
responsible. 

The two goals they produced were obvious contributions, but their 
relentless forechecking and physical play gave the Maple Leafs fits all 
night. 

"Every line wants to put it on their shoulders," Reaves said. "For our line, 
it's not always going to be goal, but it's going to be energy. It's going to 
be a hit. It's going to be a shift in their zone, especially against some of 
their top guys. I think we had some good shifts against the (Auston) 
Matthews line especially." 

The fourth line's aggressiveness had a trickle-up effect, with the top-nine 
forwards gaining steam as the game wore on. 

The second line was a key part of that push, with Gallant opting to keep 
Filip Chytil at right wing next to Strome and Artemi Panarin after he 
scored a crucial third-period goal in Saturday's 3-2 win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

They forced a giveaway from Timothy Liljegren late in the second period 
that led to the tying goal. Chytil passed the puck off to Panarin, who then 
found Strome near the goal line, who quickly pivoted and set up Fox for a 
one-timer to knot the score at 3-3 with 2:11 remaining in the period. 

It was that line coming through once again in the third period to ensure 
the win. 

Panarin flew through the neutral zone before pushing a pass to Ryan 
Lindgren, who found Strome crashing the far post for the tap-in goal to 
give the Rangers a 4-3 lead at the 10:50 mark. 

Chris Kreider added exclamation point by scoring his team-leading 25th 
goal of the season with 4:27 to play, which was followed by an empty-
netter from Fox. 

That will propel them into another difficult test on Friday, when they'll 
travel to Carolina for a battle with the Hurricanes that could determine 
first place in the Metro Division. It will be viewed as another chance to 
prove that the Rangers have arrived, but they're steering clear of any 
sweeping statements with more than half of the season left to play. 

"We try not to look at it that way," Strome said. "I'm sure you guys can 
write whatever and come to that conclusion. But for us, we just try to 
approach every game the same. We don't want to get too far ahead of 
ourselves. We just want to take the challenge at hand, and I think if we 
get too worried about who we're playing and measuring stick and this and 
that, sometimes that just messes with your mind a little bit. Just come 
and have a good effort. I thought we played a good 40 minutes. We beat 
a good hockey team. We feel good about it, and move on to another 
great team on Friday." 
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NY Rangers projected lineup: Another chance 'to prove ourselves' begins 
Wednesday 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

5-6 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

After a few days to reset their body clocks to the Eastern Time Zone, the 
New York Rangers are shifting their focus to a difficult road ahead. 

Beginning with Wednesday's 7:30 p.m. home game against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, they'll play eight games in a span of 14 days leading into 
the February all-star break. Five will come against teams that are 
currently in playoff position, including a potential first-place showdown in 
Carolina against the Hurricanes on Friday. 

"We've talked about it," Ryan Reaves said Tuesday. "Coming down this 
stretch, this is the time to start preparing for playoffs. … When (we play) 
teams like Toronto, and Carolina in a couple days – teams that are on 
top of the league – we’ve got to put our best game out there. We’ve got 
to prove to ourselves that, not only are we a playoff team based on the 
standings, but we're ready to make a run at it." 

As impressive as the Rangers' first half of the season has been — they're 
25-10-4 and tied with the 'Canes for first place in the Metro Division 
entering Wednesday's games — Reaves' comment speaks to their 
awareness that they're still working to establish themselves as legitimate 
contenders. 

That becomes increasingly clear when looking at their record based on 
quality of opponent. 

When facing teams that rank in the top eight in their respective 
conference based on points percentage, the Rangers are 6-10-1. On the 
other hand, their record against teams in the bottom half of each 
conference is nearly flawless at 19-0-3. 

"Two points against Carolina or two points against the teams that are at 
the bottom, it doesn't matter," coach Gerard Gallant said. "Every team 
can beat you in this league. And if you're not prepared to play, you're 
going to lose." 

There's something to be said for taking care of business against the 
teams you're supposed to beat, but a few more wins against the upper 
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echelon of the NHL would inspire confidence as the March 21 trade 
deadline approaches. 

"You can't do that just beating the teams that are out of the playoffs," 
Reaves said. "You’ve got to play playoff teams hard, you’ve got to play 
them physical – and sometimes you’ve got to push them out of the 
building, just to prove that you’ve got that little bit of swagger in you." 

Coming out of this grueling eight-game stretch with five wins or more 
would go a long way toward earning that swagger. 

Getting back to full strength should aid the cause. After weeks of 
increasing COVID-19 cases, things have settled in the last couple days. 
Barclay Goodrow returned Tuesday, leaving Alexis Lafrenière as the 
Rangers only remaining player in protocol. He could be cleared in time to 
play against Toronto, but that won't be determined until late Wednesday. 

The Blueshirts are also poised to get Dryden Hunt back from an upper-
body injury, and while Ryan Strome missed the past two practices for 
what the team called "maintenance," Gallant stressed that his second-
line center will be "ready to go." 

Despite the inescapable health concerns, which has resulted in constant 
lineup shuffling, Reaves pointed to the Rangers' "maturity" in overcoming 
any obstacles thrown their way. They've responded well to turbulence 
and have only lost three games in a row once this season, showing 
resiliency while finding various ways to win throughout. 

He believes that's a sign that they're ready to take the next step. 

"There's been times where we've lost a couple games, and that can hurt 
a young team," Reaves said. "Sometimes you just kind of go off the rails 
and you don't know how to fix it and you seem to go on a pretty big slide 
and nothing really goes right. I feel like we haven't had those stints this 
year. We've lost a few games, and then we started a winning streak right 
after that. That's not that's not typical of a young, inexperienced team. 
That's one thing that's surprised me – one thing that I'm happy (about) is 
how this team reacts to adversity." 
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Rangers rally with five unanswered goals to beat Maple Leafs 

 

Colin Stephenson 

5-6 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

Back home at Madison Square Garden for the first time in two weeks, 
and fully healthy for the first time in a month, the Rangers understood 
they were in for a major challenge against the Toronto Maple Leafs 
Wednesday. 

But after they rattled off five straight goals over the final two periods to 
fashion an impressive 6-3 win over the Maple Leafs, it is starting to look 
as if maybe it isn’t so much the Rangers who need to keep measuring 
themselves against other teams, but rather, other teams might want to be 
measuring themselves against the Rangers. 

Enforcer Ryan Reaves scored his first two goals as a Ranger, Norris 
Trophy winner Adam Fox added two goals of his own, and goaltender 
Igor Shesterkin made 35 saves as the Rangers rallied from 3-1 down 
after the first period to win their third straight game. 

The Rangers, who regained sole possession of first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, are 26-10-4 (56 points). They play second-place 
Carolina (54 points) on Friday. 

"It shows our maturity; it shows that we can hang with the big boys — 
that we are one of the big boys,’’ Reaves said when asked about the 
message this victory sent. "We’ve got to keep beating the playoff teams, 
and that’s something we’ve talked about. But yeah, I think we’re proving 
to the league, we’re proving to ourselves, that we’re a contender. 

"I think maybe some of the league doesn’t believe it, but . . . I mean, the 
standings don’t lie.’’ 

Things started off poorly in this one for the Rangers, with the Maple Leafs 
taking a 2-0 lead before the game was four minutes old. Ilya Mikheyev’s 
sixth goal in eight games this season for the Leafs put them up 1-0 at 
2:44 and then Mitch Marner’s first power-play goal in nearly two years 
made it 2-0 at 3:30. 

"I was a little worried to be honest with you,’’ said Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant, whose team was outshot 38-27. "We came out a little sleepy, 
obviously, and it just seems that when you get back from those road 
trips, for whatever reason, the first period’s tough. It was a tough one.’’ 

But Reaves’ first goal as a Ranger, after a dominating shift by the fourth 
line, got the Rangers on the board at 12:52 of the period. Toronto made it 
3-1 when Michael Bunting poked in a rebound at 17:50, but the Rangers 
tied it with goals by Reaves and Fox in the second. 

Reaves got to the rebound of a shot off the end boards and whipped a 
sharp-angle shot off the shoulder of Toronto goalie Jack Campbell and in 
to make it 3-2 at 2:58 of the period. Later, Fox drove the middle and 
jammed in a pass from Ryan Strome to tie it at 17:49. 

Strome put the Rangers in front when he scored his ninth goal of the 
season at 10:50 of the third period, and Chris Kreider provided insurance 
with his 25th goal at 15:33. 

Toronto looked like it had pulled within 5-4 with 3:52 left in regulation on 
an apparent goal by Auston Matthews, but the goal was overturned on 
video review, which determined Matthews had kicked the puck into the 
net. 

Fox made it 6-3 with an empty-net goal with 2:24 left. 

"We weren’t happy with what was going on tonight and after the first 
period, we just talked about it and said, ‘You know, we’re only down two 
goals. We didn’t play well at all, but we’re down two goals, and let’s get 
her going,’ ’’ Gallant said. 

"We found a way to get those goals and then Reavo got the first one, the 
guys were ignited on the bench and excited, and then he gets the second 
goal for us. And it just seemed like the momentum was picking up and 
we just played a lot better." 
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Rangers still have a hole to fill at right wing on scoring lines 

 

Colin Stephenson 

4-6 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

As well as things have gone for the Rangers this season, 40 games in, 
the team still has an obvious deficiency: They are short one right wing for 
their top two forward lines. 

The trade of Pavel Buchnevich, the failure of Vitali Kravtsov to make the 
team out of training camp, and the season-ending knee injury of Sammy 
Blais have left Kaapo Kakko as the only true right wing among the team’s 
top six forwards. And, at least until general manager Chris Drury goes 
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shopping for reinforcements at the trade deadline, coach Gerard Gallant 
is going to have to move some pieces around to try and fill that hole. 

Kakko, Dryden Hunt, Barclay Goodrow, Alexis Lafreniere and Filip Chytil 
have all spent time on the right side of the Artemi Panarin-Ryan Strome 
line, and Gallant has yet to settle on one that makes more sense for the 
team than all of the other options. 

When the Rangers hosted the Toronto Maple Leafs Wednesday, in their 
return to Madison Square Garden after their season-long, five-game, 11-
day road trip, Gallant had all of the options available to him, as Goodrow 
and Lafreniere returned to the lineup after having had COVID-19 and 
Hunt returned after missing games with an upper-body injury. 

The returning players gave Gallant a fully healthy roster with which to 
work for the first time since Dec. 15, when they beat the Arizona 
Coyotes, 3-2, in Glendale, Ariz. (Chytil was a healthy scratch that night.) 

"We’ve got depth,’’ Gallant said before the game. "Pretty much 
everybody's ready to go.’’ 

The choice Gallant had to make was which player in that spot makes the 
rest of the lineup its best. He has used Goodrow, for instance, as a utility 
player, moving him all around the lineup – right wing, left wing, center, 
and on every line, from first all the way down to fourth. The question with 
him is whether the team is better with him playing at center in the bottom 
six forward group, or at wing in the top six. 

Lafreniere had a shot at right wing in training camp and at the start of the 
season, playing on the Mika Zibanejad-Chris Kreider line, but he wasn’t 
immediately comfortable switching from left to right wing, and early on 
got dropped down to the third line because Kreider and Panarin were 
occupying the top two left wing spots. 

"I played left wing my whole life,’’ Lafreniere said after playing on the right 
with Panarin and Strome in Anaheim. "So, obviously, I was more 
comfortable there. But I'm ready to try to adjust and change to right wing 
and that's what I'll try to do and try to play the best as I can.’’ 

Chytil got the assignment Wednesday. He had been the center on the 
third line, but he hadn’t been very productive this season (four goals, 
seven assists, 11 points in 35 games before Wednesday). At 6-3, 210 
pounds, the 22-year-old Czech has good size and speed, and he did 
score a huge goal in Saturday’s 3-2 win over the Flyers while playing with 
Panarin and Strome, sweeping in a pass from Panarin to tie the game, 2-
2, just 37 seconds after the Flyers had taken a lead on Cam York’s goal 
at 10:11 of the third period. 

Chytil said besides playing the wing, just playing in the top six, and 
playing with Panarin and Strome, is different than centering the third line. 

"You play a little different style in the second line with those two,’’ he 
said. "I have to adjust to the wing, but I like it. It's still hockey. I have to 
work it out. And I have to work and practice in some details. But I feel 
good there.’’ 
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Gallant has full, healthy lineup for first time in a month 

 

Colin Stephenson 

3-4 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

For the first time in a month, Rangers coach Gerard Gallant had a full, 
and fully healthy roster from which to choose his lineup for Wednesday’s 
game against the Toronto Maple Leafs at Madison Square Garden. 

"Our team's available,’’ Gallant said before the game. 

The return of Dryden Hunt from injured reserve, and Barclay Goodrow 
and Alexis Lafreniere from COVID-19 protocol, prompted the Rangers to 
move forward Morgan Barron from the active roster to the taxi squad, as 
the Rangers got back to their 23-man roster. 

It was the first time the Rangers have had their full roster (other than 
forward Sammy Blais, who is out for the season with a torn ACL) since 
Dec. 15, when they beat the Arizona Coyotes, 3-2. 

Gallant reiterated how happy he was with the performance the players 
from Hartford who had been called up over the past two weeks – Barron, 
fellow forwards Jonny Brodzinski, Tim Gettinger and Anthony Greco – 
had given while with the Rangers. 

"They worked hard, they did their jobs real good, and I was really excited 
with them,’’ the coach said. "So now we get a full lineup and let's get 
back to, ‘This is our team,’ and play real good and play hard.’’ 

Gallant stopped short of saying that any of the callups who played so well 
might provide competition for players on the current roster to hold on to 
their place. 

"That's not how you run your hockey team,’’ he said. "We’ve got our 
hockey team, and we've done pretty well all year with that hockey team. 
Now what those (callup) guys did, they opened up our eyes (because) 
they come up here and played real well. So, injuries happen, things 
happen. (If they) come up there, you feel confident with them.’’ 

Blue notes 

In memory of Teddy Balkind, the Connecticut high school hockey player 
who died in a game two weeks ago, the Rangers had his jersey hanging 
on the glass behind their bench during warmups. They also wore his No. 
5 jersey with his last name during warmups … With the full roster 
available, Ds Jarred Tinordi and Libor Hajek and F Dryden Hunt were 
healthy scratches. 
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The Rangers still need to prove they can play with the NHL's top 
contenders, and 'this is the time to start': Notes 

 

Arthur Staple 

7-8 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

Here we are, a couple of games away from the midpoint of the Rangers’ 
best half-season since the dominating years from 2011 to 2017. Here we 
are, still wondering if this Rangers team can stack up against the big 
boys. 

The Leafs are at the Garden on Wednesday night, then the Rangers go 
to Raleigh to face the Hurricanes for the first time this season. There’s 
lots to lean on, lots to be pleased about so far, but the disparity in their 
results against elite teams and against everybody else is stark. 

Going by points percentage — the only way to evaluate top teams at this 
point, with the games-played differences around the league — the 
Rangers are 6-10-1 against teams in the top eight in either conference 
and 19-0-3 against the bottom half of each conference. 
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Will that trend continue? 

“We’ve talked about it,” Ryan Reaves said. “Coming down this stretch, 
this is the time to start preparing for the playoffs. You’re going to be 
playing, obviously, playoff teams. Teams like Toronto, Carolina — teams 
in the top of the league. 

“We’ve got to put our best game out there and we’ve got to prove to 
ourselves that not only are we a playoff team based on the standings, but 
we’re ready to make a run at it. You can’t do that by just beating the 
teams that are out of the playoffs. You’ve got to play playoff teams hard. 
You’ve got to play them physical. Sometimes you’ve got to push them out 
of the building a couple of games, just to prove you have a little bit of 
swagger in you.” 

The Rangers did that to the Lightning three weeks ago in back-to-back 
wins. They’ve done it to some borderline playoff teams from the Western 
Conference over the current 6-2-0 run, which has been impressive given 
the lineup and coach juggling due to COVID-19 protocol. But the two 
losses, in Vegas and Los Angeles, were games where the Rangers didn’t 
push back well enough. 

“This stretch here before All-Star break and coming out of the break is 
important,” Reaves said. 

No lineup concerns for Gallant 

Barclay Goodrow (COVID-19 protocol) and Dryden Hunt (upper body) 
looked like they were prepared to play off Tuesday’s practice, joined by 
Julien Gauthier on a third line that left Morgan Barron the odd man out in 
line work. Barron did a solid job anchoring what Gerard Gallant called the 
“AHL line” with Jonny Brodzinski and Tim Gettinger, both of whom went 
back to Hartford on Tuesday. But Gallant has no qualms about going 
back to his regulars now that just about all of them are available. 

So that means Hunt, with two points in his past 14 games prior to his 
injury, and Gauthier, with one point in 15, are first in line. Gauthier 
returned from his COVID-19 protocol stint in Philadelphia on Saturday 
and did very little with his 9:37 of ice time. 

“They’re tough decisions, but they’re common-sense decisions,” Gallant 
said. “I know my team. We’ve been together almost 40 games now, so 
we’ll make the best decisions possible. As a coaching staff, we’ll do 
what’s best for us. The (kids) all played well. They’ve all done a good job. 
It makes it tougher, but I’ll make my decisions based on our team going 
forward. If those guys (Goodrow and Hunt) are ready to come in, they’re 
probably going to play.” 

Gallant said Ryan Strome, who missed a second straight practice due to 
“maintenance,” would play on Wednesday, leaving only Alexis Lafrenière 
(COVID-19 protocol) as a missing regular. 

And once Lafrenière is back, that likely knocks Greg McKegg back down 
to the 13th forward spot. Filip Chytil stays on the right side with Strome 
and Artemi Panarin after scoring a goal in Philly, so we’ll see what 
Gallant makes of the third line once Lafrenière is back. 

But for those seeking a bit of a jolt for the bottom six from Barron or 
another recent call-up, patience will be a virtue. The Rangers’ last five-
on-five goal from a bottom-sixer not named Lafrenière? That would be a 
Chytil goal against the Avalanche in the 7-3 blowout loss at the Garden 
on Dec. 8, 14 games ago. 

Reaves on O’Ree 

Willie O’Ree’s No. 22 went to the rafters in TD Garden on Tuesday, a 
long overdue but welcome night from the Bruins and the NHL to honor 
the league’s first black player. 

“He’s a guy that paved the way for players like me,” Reaves said. “Things 
that he went through, obviously it wasn’t easy for him to step into an all-
white league. I’m sure it was tough every day for him to step on the ice, 
and I’m sure he heard some racist comments and a lot of hate coming 
his way. For him to fight through that and pave the way for players like 

me and (K’Andre Miller), I think it’s necessary the NHL and sports in 
general just kind of honor a guy like that.” 

Miller’s anniversary 

Miller made his NHL debut just over a year ago, when the shortened 
2020-21 season began. It’s been an intense ride for the young 
defenseman, who turns 22 on Friday. As he nears his 100th NHL game, 
having had some impressive moments balanced by some expected 
youthful mistakes, it’s easy to forget he’s still one of the kids — a couple 
of years younger than Ryan Lindgren and Adam Fox, and just a few 
months older than newbies Nils Lundkvist and Zac Jones. 

“The biggest thing is that consistency with (Jacob Trouba), that’s been 
huge for my game,” Miller said. “Being able to learn from each other, 
grow together, has been really cool to see. It’s been eye-opening to be in 
this atmosphere, to be with an older guy who’s gone through it. It’s a lot 
of learning.” 

Miller’s ice time is down pretty significantly from his rookie season, when 
he averaged 21:07 and led the 2020-21 Rangers in even-strength ice 
time at 18:25 a game, just ahead of Fox’s 18:21. This season, Miller is 
averaging 19:24. He lost power-play ice time to Lundkvist earlier in the 
year, and his penalty-kill ice time is down with the addition of Patrik 
Nemeth. 

The Miller-Trouba pairing has the fourth-most five-on-five minutes of any 
D pair in the league this season, which is partly due to neither player 
hitting the COVID-19 protocol list. Gallant’s comfort with having three of 
his top four defensemen under 24 and none with more than 200 NHL 
games is an underrated part of the Rangers’ success this season. Add in 
20-year-old Braden Schneider, and the Rangers D corps is clearly the 
youngest in the league among the teams headed for the playoffs. 

“We’ve got young guys. We’ve got guys with experience,” Miller said. 
“Being adaptable and learning from those older guys, asking questions, 
watching video — keep bettering your game, keep getting that 
experience. That’s important.” 
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NJ Devils' schedule revised after COVID postponements, including three 
home games 

 

Robert Aitken Jr. 

 

As the Devils returned to the ice Wednesday, the National Hockey 
League has revised tne schedule to make up for all postponed games. 

The Devils had eight games that needed to be moved because of 
postponements as the team had played just once in the last week and a 
half.  

The moves by the NHL were to ensure that all of the league's 32 teams 
would have a full 82-game schedule completed by the initial end of the 
regular season on April 29. 

Devils home games rescheduled 

Among the eight moved games, three are home games at Prudential 
Center. The Devils will host the Pittsburgh Penguins on Feb. 13, a game 
moved up from Feb. 24. That is because the Devils will play in Pittsburgh 
on Feb. 24, a game initially scheduled for Dec. 21 but postponed when 
the league shut down the Devils for health and safety reasons. 
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The Devils celebrate a goal by New Jersey Devils defenseman Damon 
Severson (28) in the first period against the Ottawa Senators at the 
Prudential Center on Monday, Dec. 6, 2021, in Newark. 

The Devils were supposed to host the Montreal Canadiens on Dec. 23, 
but were unable to as Canadian teams were not permitted to travel at the 
time. That game has been rescheduled for April 7. 

And the Devils will now host the Tampa Bay Lightning on Feb. 15, a 
game initially scheduled for Jan. 10. 

The other three rescheduled games for the Devils are all road contests. 
The game against the Canadiens originally scheduled for Jan. 15 will 
now be played in Montreal on Feb. 8. 

The Dec. 27 game at St. Louis against the Blues will now be Feb. 10. 

The game at Toronto against the Maple Leafs on Jan. 17 will now be 
Jan. 31. That creates a home-and-home series between the two teams 
on consecutive days with both squads already scheduled to play at 
Prudential Center on Feb. 1 
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Coyotes claw past Devils behind Vejmelka, Crouse 

 

DENIS P. GORMAN 

4-5 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

Lawson Crouse scored a goal and added an assist, and Karel Vejmelka 
made 35 saves to help lead the Arizona Coyotes to a 4-1 win over the 
Devils on Wednesday night. 

Dysin Mayo, Travis Boyd and Johan Larsson also scored for Arizona, 
which has won three of its last five games. Loui Eriksson added two 
assists. 

“The one thing we knew about our team when we started training camp 
was (that) we had a lot of players with a chip on their shoulder,” Arizona 
coach Andre Tourigny said. “Players who wanted to either (bounce) back 
or prove themselves.” 

Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 13 of 17 shots and Nico Hischier had the 
lone goal for the Devils, who have dropped four of their last five. 

The matchup was the first between the Eastern and Western Conference 
franchises since Dec. 14, 2019 — which the Devils won 2-1 — and the 
first at the Prudential Center since Oct. 25, 2019 (a 5-3 win for the 
Coyotes). 

It was not one the seventh-place team in the Metropolitan Division will 
remember fondly, even if the Devils did lead 1-0 after the first period 
thanks to Hischier’s power-play goal 6:09 into the game. 

The sequence began when All-Star selection Jack Hughes blew past 
Janis Moser, but had his backhand attempt knocked away. Jesper Bratt 
corralled the loose puck and found Hischier, who beat Vejmelka with a 
wrist shot. 

Hischier’s eighth goal of the season was one of 12 shots the Devils were 
credited with in the first, while Arizona’s lone attempt came off Ilya 
Lyubushkin’s stick with 1:07 left the period. 

“We did a lot of good stuff,” Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. “If the message 
wasn’t there, we wouldn’t have come out the way we did.” 

Arizona drew even at 1 on Mayo’s third of the season at 6:50 of the 
second period. Crouse put the Coyotes ahead with his 10th of the 
season 4:42 later. 

Boyd extended the lead to 3-1 by deflecting Clayton Keller’s attempt past 
Blackwood at 14:13. 

“We just had a little more urgency,” Arizona defenseman Jakob Chychrun 
said, when asked of the difference between the Coyotes’ first and second 
periods. “We were skating better.” 

Any comeback hopes the Devils had were snuffed out when Larsson 
converted Crouse’s feed 8:27 into the third. 

“They’re really good off rush (plays) but don’t sustain a lot of (offensive 
zone time) and we knew that, and we were trying to be quick in the 
(defensive zone) and once we did that, we had the puck a lot more 
often,” Chychrun said. “That’s when you can play with the puck and 
generate offense.” 

What irked the Devils is that they outplayed the Coyotes for much of the 
game. The Devils finished with an 36-17 advantage in shots on goal and 
out-attempted Arizona 66-43. The Devils also went 1 for 2 on the man 
advantage and killed both Coyotes power plays. 

“It’s completely on us,” Devils defenseman Ryan Graves said. “We didn’t 
manage the game very well and it’s on us.” 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

The NHL announced before the game revisions to schedule in order for 
the league’s 32 teams to conclude their regular seasons by April 29. Both 
the Devils and Coyotes were among the teams whose schedules were 
reconfigured as New Jersey had eight games moved and Arizona six. 

The Devils will now visit Toronto on Jan. 31, Ottawa on Feb. 7, Montreal 
on Feb. 8, St. Louis two days later, and Pittsburgh on Feb. 24. They will 
host Pittsburgh on Feb. 13, Tampa Bay on Feb. 15, and Montreal on 
April 7. 

Arizona will travel to Vancouver on Feb. 8, and Seattle the next day. The 
Coyotes will welcome Tampa Bay on Feb. 11, Los Angeles on Feb. 19, 
Dallas the next day, and Seattle on March 22. 

ROSTER MOVES 

The Devils and Coyotes’ rosters were buoyed by the additions of 
Blackwood and Chychrun, respectively. Blackwood made his first start 
since Jan. 8 after being removed from New Jersey’s COVID-19 protocol 
Monday, while Chychrun had missed Arizona’s previous 11 games with 
an upper-body injury, as well as having spent time in protocol. 
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Devils whipped by Coyotes as struggles continue 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

3-4 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

The New Jersey Devils’ slide continues. 

Lawson Crouse scored a goal and added an assist, and Karel Vejmelka 
made 35 saves to help lead the Arizona Coyotes to a 4-1 win over the 
New Jersey Devils on Wednesday night at Prudential Center in Newark. 
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Dysin Mayo, Travis Boyd and Johan Larsson also scored for Arizona, 
which has won three of its last five games. Loui Eriksson added two 
assists. 

“The one thing we knew about our team when we started training camp 
was (that) we had a lot of players with a chip on their shoulder,” Arizona 
coach Andre Tourigny said. “Players who wanted to either (bounce) back 
or prove themselves.” 

Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 13 of 17 shots and Nico Hischier had the 
lone goal for New Jersey, which has dropped four of its last five. 

The matchup was the first between the Eastern and Western Conference 
franchises since Dec. 14, 2019 — which the Devils won 2-1 — and the 
first at the Prudential Center since Oct. 25, 2019 (a 5-3 win for the 
Coyotes). 

It was not one the seventh-place team in the Metropolitan Division will 
remember fondly, even if New Jersey did lead 1-0 after the first period 
thanks to Hischier’s power-play goal 6:09 into the game. 

The sequence began when All-Star selection Jack Hughes blew past 
Janis Moser, but had his backhand attempt knocked away. Jesper Bratt 
corralled the loose puck and found Hischier, who beat Vejmelka with a 
wrist shot. 

Hischier’s eighth goal of the season was one of 12 shots the Devils were 
credited with in the first, while Arizona’s lone attempt came off Ilya 
Lyubushkin’s stick with 1:07 left the period. 

“We did a lot of good stuff,” Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. “If the message 
wasn’t there, we wouldn’t have come out the way we did.” 

Arizona drew even at 1 on Mayo’s third of the season at 6:50 of the 
second period. Crouse put the Coyotes ahead with his 10th of the 
season 4:42 later. 

Boyd extended the lead to 3-1 by deflecting Clayton Keller’s attempt past 
Blackwood at 14:13. 

“We just had a little more urgency,” Arizona defenseman Jakob Chychrun 
said, when asked of the difference between the Coyotes’ first and second 
periods. “We were skating better.” 

Any comeback hopes New Jersey had were snuffed out when Larsson 
converted Crouse’s feed 8:27 into the third. 

“They’re really good off rush (plays) but don’t sustain a lot of (offensive 
zone time) and we knew that, and we were trying to be quick in the 
(defensive zone) and once we did that, we had the puck a lot more 
often,” Chychrun said. “That’s when you can play with the puck and 
generate offense.” 

What irked the Devils is that they outplayed the Coyotes for much of the 
game. New Jersey finished with an 36-17 advantage in shots on goal and 
out-attempted Arizona 66-43. The Devils also went 1 for 2 on the man 
advantage and killed both Coyotes power plays. 

“It’s completely on us,” New Jersey defenseman Ryan Graves said. “We 
didn’t manage the game very well and it’s on us.” 
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Devils winger Jesper Bratt has earned a raise. Here's what his next 
contract might cost 

 

Shayna Goldman 

8-11 minutes 1/19/2022 

 

Jesper Bratt’s emerged into not just one of the best wingers in New 
Jersey, but one of their most important players.  

The 23-year-old forward’s scoring, 32 points in 34 games so far, only 
scratches the surface on what he brings to the Devils lineup each game. 
He makes an impact wherever he’s slotted in the lineup, on both ends of 
the ice — not only does he help drive play, but he is defensively sound in 
his own zone too.  

But with an improved scoring rate — 3.34 points per 60 which leads the 
team, ranks 35th in the league, and is both a step up from last year and 
his previous career-best pace in 2018-19 — comes an impending 
increased cost.  

The winger’s two-year, $5.5 million bridge deal expires this summer, and 
he’s earned quite the raise.  

So how much could his next deal cost? 

There are a couple of ways to gauge this. The first is looking back at 
contract comparables, via CapFriendly, to that short-term contract and 
seeing what their next contracts (if they expired) look like. 

Pavel Buchnevich, after having his rights traded this summer, signed a 
four-year contract with a $5.8 million cap hit in St. Louis accented with a 
modified no-trade clause after Year 1. 

Jakub Vrána, who was months ahead of his contract expiring, extended a 
three-year contract worth $5.25 million on average. Anthony Beauvillier’s 
three-year contract, on the other hand, came in slightly lower with a 
$4.15 million cap hit.  

For Teuvo Teravainen’s third NHL deal, he signed a five-year deal with a 
$5.4 million cap hit. In the first year, it took up under 7 percent of the 
salary cap.  

But not all players saw more term on their third contracts once that bridge 
expired. Kevin Fiala bet on himself with a one-year, $5.1 million deal after 
he and the team didn’t see eye-to-eye in long-term evaluations. Artturi 
Lehkonen also signed a stop-gap one-year contract, though with a lesser 
$2.3 million salary.  

The takeaway here is just how many paths a player could take after 
being on a similar contract to Bratt’s last deal. Sometimes players show 
enough to get that ideal, long-term security. In other cases, they still have 
something to prove and go short-term to do it. A team’s cap situation 
factors in, along with the players’ accomplishments during their prior 
deal. 

While these show different paths a player could take from a similar deal 
to what the Devils’ winger is currently in, none are necessarily the perfect 
comparable situation for Bratt in New Jersey.  

Another way to get a valuation for his next contract is with models in the 
public sphere.   

Going into the year, Evolving-Hockey’s model projected Bratt for a three-
year extension carrying a $3.3 million cap hit. A lengthier term only 
boosts that average annual value.  

But his play this season has obviously changed the conversation a bit.   

Now, according to The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn’s model, Bratt’s 
market value is closer to $9 million on average over the next seven 
seasons.  

There are a couple comparables in that range when stacking up 
experience to that cost, so it wouldn’t be completely out of left field. But 
the question is whether Bratt, as skilled and reliable as he is, stacks up 
with this elite tier of game breakers. 

And on the surface, it’s a steep cost for a team that’s quickly invested 
quite a bit of cap space in their “core” players in recent past.  
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Dougie Hamilton signed for $9 million, on average, over the next seven 
seasons. Nico Hischier has five full seasons after this year at $7.25 
million. And an eight-year, $64 million extension kicks in for Jack Hughes 
next year. Collectively, that’s $24.25 million, or 29 percent of the 
projected $82.5 million salary cap. Add another $9 million on top and that 
takes the team up to 40 percent of the cap quickly between four players.  

Is that too much? It depends on how the rest of the cap is split up 
between the rest of the supporting cast around the core. It isn’t unusual 
for teams to put over 40 percent of their cap space into their core — the 
key, of course, is getting their money’s worth out of it.  

It’s just something to be mindful of to avoid tying too much cap space too 
soon, which could impede the team’s cap flexibility and ability to 
legitimately improve when they want to contend. Keep in mind, the 
Avalanche have about 44.9 percent of their cap tied up in their five core 
players: Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen, Gabriel Landeskog, Cale 
Makar and Sam Girard. They’re actually projected to be valued 
(comparable to that cap hit percentage) for 80 percent of it.  

There’s obviously a clear difference in value between New Jersey’s 
central players and Colorado’s — although, the Devils’ advantage would 
be that a long-term deal to Bratt would solidify this group for at least five 
years at these values.  

Luckily for the team, Bratt reaching that $9 million marker probably isn’t 
feasible anyway — even if it’s closer to what he’s worth.  

Teams’ market values generally don’t perfectly align with actual values; 
many, especially contenders, have a surplus market value over their 
salary cap. And restricted free agents generally are a key reason for that, 
since they never hit the open market to “reach” that value.  

The system isn’t built for RFAs to have leverage over management to 
command their actual values, which is why most second and third 
contracts are more team-friendly (and then players quickly get overpaid 
at the wrong phase in their careers once they hit unrestricted free 
agency).  

That’s why $9 million isn’t just the high end of the spectrum, but likely 
unrealistic, too.  

Seeing as Bratt already had a bridge deal, though, it is still in the team’s 
interest to sign him long-term to maximize his value now. Players 
generally peak in their mid-20s and the Bratt is in that age range now. 
While there can be outliers and late bloomers, ideally, a team is going to 
play their best players through their primes. Another short-term deal likely 
only raises the price in a couple years at the wrong point in that player’s 
timeline.  

So, especially if the conversation is around a long-term deal, his next 
contract should come somewhere in between Luszczyszyn’s market 
value and Evolving-Hockey’s projections.  

A six- or seven-year deal would have come in just under $5 million, on 
average, according to that model when calculated before this season. 
Eight years would have projected closer to $5.8 million. A safe 
assumption, based on his play so far this year, is he’s already worth 
more than that.  

Could his next contract exceed those of Hughes and Hischier? That’s 
where it gets tricky. Since centers are often valued more than wingers, 
and both Hughes and Hischier are viewed as cornerstones. However, 
Bratt, at the moment, does exceed both of their values in terms of GSVA.  

Maybe a comparable would be Hischier’s cap hit percentage (8.9 percent 
in the first year). That could bring Bratt in, on average, around $7.3 
million. How would that stack up to other contracts in the league in terms 
of similarity? 

If the Devils view him as their top-line winger of the foreseeable future, 
then this comparable list is probably the most fitting. On the lower end, 
there’s that Buchnevich contract that would build off his bridge deal 
similarly (although that was signed at 26 years old). Conversely, there’s 
Kyle Connor’s seven-year extension signed at age 22.  

But maybe the most realistic estimation has him somewhere in between 
those two — this way the team doesn’t overextend long-term contracts 
but locks him up while simultaneously (at least) doubling his salary. 
That’s a key advantage here for New Jersey: The raise should be 
significant no matter what after such a cost-effective signing last time 
around. 

Bratt may not have the game-changing ability of Hughes or be the face of 
this wave of Devils’ hockey. He is, however, one of their best play-drivers 
on both ends of the ice, and continuously shows just how essential he is 
to their success. And this summer, the winger should get paid like it. 
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Pete DeBoer calls Golden Knights ‘too soft’ in front of own net 

 

By David Schoen 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 19, 2022 - 5:56 PM 

   

Pete DeBoer slid the puck into the corner, and the Golden Knights coach 
watched as three players raced after it and tried to gain possession along 
the wall. 

A few seconds later, incensed by the lack of action, DeBoer halted 
Wednesday’s practice at City National Arena and briefly lit into his team. 

“This is a body-checking drill!” he shouted during his quick, PG-13 
lecture. “Get in and separate someone!” 

With the Knights stumbling to five losses in their past six games and 
failing to take advantage of their extended homestand, one area that has 
particularly bothered DeBoer is the lack of physicality. 

That point was driven home to the Knights again before Thursday’s game 
against Montreal at T-Mobile Arena. 

“This isn’t a new thing. This is a constant messaging because come 
playoff time, as we all know, a lot of games are won in the front of both 
nets,” DeBoer said. “It’s not a new message because of what happened 
against Pittsburgh. It’s a message that is constant but sometimes needs 
reminding.” 

The Knights blew a three-goal lead in Monday’s 5-3 home loss to the 
Penguins, and three of Pittsburgh’s goals in the comeback came from 
around the crease. 

Penguins winger Jake Guentzel stuffed in a third-period wraparound for 
the winner before Mattias Janmark could arrive on the scene for the 
Knights. Jason Zucker scored the first of his two goals during a 
goalmouth scramble on a power play in the second period, and Teddy 
Blueger beat defenseman Dylan Coghlan to a rebound near the top of 
the crease. 

After the game, a frustrated DeBoer said the Knights are “still a little soft” 
around their own net. 

“They’re scrums around our net where we’re just not inside people,” 
DeBoer said. “We’re not hard enough around the front of the net.” 

The Knights’ current lineup lacks a rugged, crease-clearing defenseman 
in the mold of Deryk Engelland, who had his flaws but at least brought an 
intimidation factor to opposing forwards standing around the blue paint. 

Brayden McNabb might be the closest replica the Knights have in that 
department with Alec Martinez and Nic Hague unavailable. 
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Martinez wore a red, noncontact jersey at Wednesday’s practice as he 
works his way back from a head injury and a recent stay in COVID 
protocol. Hague (wrist) hasn’t played since Dec. 28 at Los Angeles. 

But being physical in front of the net is about more than clearing out an 
opposing forward the way defensemen used to 30 or 40 years ago. With 
referees clamping down on cross-checking and other similar infractions, 
there is more emphasis on positioning to box out offensive players and 
tying up their sticks. 

“You have to try and draw down a fine line, I guess, because sometimes 
the refs will be a little sticky on you if you are too hard,” defenseman Ben 
Hutton said. “It is a little bit of technique now that the game has changed 
a little bit, but at the same time, it’s just being strong.” 

The Knights rank 28th in the NHL in hits per 60 minutes, which isn’t an 
accurate indicator of a team’s physicality, especially around the net. Last 
season, the Knights were 18th after ranking in the top four the previous 
two seasons. 

Winger Ryan Reaves, one of the league’s leaders in hits the past four 
seasons, departed in the offseason, and the Knights’ fourth line lacks the 
heavy identity it had. Winger William Carrier no longer plays a kamikaze 
style, leaving most of the hitting to third-line winger Keegan Kolesar. 

There are other ways for the forwards to be more physical, though, 
whether it’s boxing out in front of the net or taking the body against the 
boards to help start the breakout. 

“It’s different for every player, but just try to clear the way so the goalies 
can see it as much as possible,” center William Karlsson said. “Try to pin 
them to the walls and have the second guy come and get the puck and 
stuff like that. Little details. That’s why we have coaches, to point out 
what we can do better.” 
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Golden Knights games rescheduled by NHL 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 19, 2022 - 1:09 PM 

Updated January 19, 2022 - 4:14 PM 

 

The Golden Knights’ calendar got a few less blank spaces Wednesday. 

Five games were rescheduled by the NHL, and one had a time change. 
The Knights’ four postponed games will be played in February, and 
another game was moved to February from April. The NHL’s decision not 
to play in the Winter Olympics left the team with no games from Feb. 1 to 
25. 

The Knights will visit Edmonton at 6 p.m. Feb. 8 and Calgary at 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 9. The team was scheduled to visit both cities this month, but the 
games were postponed because of Canadian attendance restrictions. 

The Knights will host Colorado at 7 p.m. Feb. 16 and Los Angeles at 7 
p.m. Feb. 18. Both games were scheduled for December but pushed 
back when the NHL extended its holiday break. The team said ticket 
holders for those two games will receive an email regarding their 
purchase in the next 24 hours. 

Along with the makeup dates, the Knights’ April trip to San Jose was 
moved to 5 p.m. Feb. 20. Their April 16 game at Edmonton was changed 
to 1 p.m. e N 

The NHL announced leaguewide changes Wednesday after COVID-19 
outbreaks and capacity restrictions wreaked havoc on the December and 
January calendar. New dates for 98 postponed games were given, and 

23 games were moved, keeping the initial target date of April 29 for the 
end of the regular season. That would allow the playoffs to begin in early 
May as originally planned. 

The Knights, who at 40 games played are one behind league leaders 
Anaheim, Nashville and Tampa Bay, were one of the teams least 
affected. 

“We are profoundly grateful to our fans for their support and 
understanding during a challenging time and to our clubs, the NHL 
Players’ Association and the players for their cooperation in a 
rescheduling of unprecedented logistical complexity,” NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly said. 

Martinez can’t help himself 

Defenseman Alec Martinez, who hasn’t played since Nov. 11 because of 
a facial laceration, an upper-body injury and COVID-19, practiced with 
the team in a noncontact jersey Wednesday. 

That doesn’t mean he avoided all contact. Martinez, who led the league 
in blocked shots last season, got in front of a puck during a drill. 

“He can’t help himself,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “It’s a great message to 
the other guys. When he can throw himself in front of a puck in practice 
in a noncontact jersey, there’s no excuse why guys can’t do it in games.” 

Karlsson motivated for Thursday 

Thursday marks the Montreal Canadiens’ return to T-Mobile Arena for 
the first time since they defeated the Knights in six games in the NHL 
semifinals last season. 

Center William Karlsson said there’s not a rivalry with the Eastern 
Conference Canadiens like there is with Colorado and San Jose, but 
there’s still motivation. 

“It was a tough loss obviously last season,” he said. 

The Knights traveled to Montreal on Nov. 6 and won 5-2. 

Odds and ends 

— DeBoer said center Jack Eichel, recovering from neck surgery, will 
travel with the Knights on their trip that starts Monday in Washington. 
DeBoer said Eichel won’t play for another month to two months, but the 
travel will help him bond with teammates. 

— Captain Mark Stone, left wing Jonathan Marchessault, defenseman 
Brayden McNabb and center Adam Brooks did not practice Wednesday. 
DeBoer said they were given maintenance days. 

— Goaltender Laurent Brossoit (upper body) and defenseman Nic Hague 
(wrist) also didn’t practice. 
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Golden Knights look to salvage homestand against scuffling Canadiens 

 

By Justin Emerson (contact) 

Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022 | 2 a.m. 

 

The current eight-game stretch is the longest in team history after two 
scheduled road games were postponed, and marks the ninth homestand 
of five games or more in team history. 

They’ve had winning records in the previous eight. They’ve already 
clinched a losing mark having dropped five of seven so far (2-3-2), and 
will look to salvage a disappointing run of games when the struggling 
Montreal Canadians come to T-Mobile Arena at 7 p.m. 
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“We pride ourselves on being a good home team and obviously it’s been 
a tough stretch for us,” captain Mark Stone said after the loss to the 
Penguins on Monday. “We have another two days off in between 
(games) here, got a little soul-searching to do, and we’ve got a desperate 
team coming in, Montreal. We’ve got to be ready to play and finish the 
homestand off right and be ready for the road. 

As Stone said, the Golden Knights have historically been kings of their 
own castle they call “The Fortress.” 

In the first four years as a franchise, Vegas went 96-38-13 at T-Mobile 
Arena, a .697 points percentage that ranked fourth in the NHL. That 
included a 29-10-2 mark in the inaugural season, and a 21-5-2 record in 
last season’s shortened campaign. 

They’ve defeated the Ducks and Rangers, but lost to the Predators, 
Blackhawks and Penguins in regulation, the Jets in overtime and the 
Maple Leafs in a shootout, including five losses in their last six home 
games. That dropped them to a 12-10-2 record, meaning they’ve lost as 
many as they’ve won in their home rink. 

“I don’t think anyone likes our record, but we’re not looking back, we’re 
looking forward,” coach Pete DeBoer said. 

The Golden Knights aren’t exactly hurting in the standings because of 
this stretch. Despite a homestand that has yielded just six of a possible 
14 points, Vegas remains top of the Pacific Division with a three-point 
lead over the second-place Kings. The Flames though, are tied in points 
percentage based on playing five fewer games. 

So even a loss tonight would still Vegas as the divisional leader.  

“We’ll take it but we’re in the business of winning and we’re used to 
winning games so we want to get that back on track,” DeBoer said. 

Though tonight looks like an excellent chance for the Golden Knights to 
return to winning ways. The Canadiens, who defeated Vegas in the 
Stanley Cup semifinals last year, are dead last in the NHL this season, 
having won just eight times in 38 contests this season with a stunning 
minus-56 goal differential. 

“We always want to play good at home,” forward Nicolas Roy said. “We 
haven’t played as good as we would like to, and we’re playing good for 
stretches but we’ve got to play good for a full 60 minutes. It’s what we’ve 
got to focus on for the next game.” 

It’s a prime opportunity for the Golden Knights to hit the road on a high 
note for a gauntlet of a trip through Washington, Carolina, Florida and 
Tampa Bay, the final three of which rank in the top three in points 
percentage in the league. 

First up is the Canadiens though, and the Golden Knights know the 
importance of this one. It may be a regular season game in January, but 
it’s much more important than that. It’s about getting things back on track, 
and defending “The Fortress.” 
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NHL Announces 98 Makeup Games for Postponed COVID-19 Games 

 

Published 12 hours ago on January 19, 2022 

By Owen Krepps NHL Logo 

 

The National Hockey League announced today a schedule update for the 
2021-22 season. Due to COVID-19 concerns, 98 games had been 
postponed by the league which included four Golden Knights games. 

With an announcement today on 98 make-up games, the Vegas Golden 
Knights will have their four postponed games made up in February. Since 
the NHL is no longer sending players to the 2022 IIHF Winter Olympic 

Games in Beijing, the almost month-long February break is now being 
used for make-up games across the league. 

“We are profoundly grateful to our fans for their support and 
understanding during a challenging time and to our Clubs, the NHL 
Players’ Association, and the Players for their cooperation in a 
rescheduling of unprecedented logistical complexity,” said NHL Deputy 
Commissioner Bill Daly. 

The Golden Knights will now play the Edmonton Oilers on Feb 8th and 
Calgary Flames on Feb 9th. The Golden Knights were originally 
scheduled to travel to Alberta last week to face the Oilers and Flames. 
But games were postponed due to no fans being allowed in the building 
due to COVID-19. 

The other two games in which the Golden Knights will make up will be 
against the Colorado Avalanche on Feb 16th and Los Angeles Kings on 
Feb 18th. Both of these games were initially scheduled around 
Christmastime but the NHL decided to extend its Christmas break to stop 
the spread of COVID-19. 

With both games against the Avalanche and Kings home games, all 
ticket holders will receive an email regarding their ticket status. 

Goaltender Logan Thompson and assistant coaches Ryan McGill and 
Steve Spott are currently in COVID-19 protocols for the Golden Knights. 

Stay tuned with Vegas Hockey Now for more updates on the NHL’s ever-
changing schedule. The Vegas Golden Knights will play the Montreal 
Canadiens Thursday night at T-Mobile Arena at 7:00 pm. 
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OK Daily: Draisaitl is Pissy, Rainbows, and Hurricanes Total a 
Lamborghini 

 

Published 16 hours ago on January 19, 2022 

By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights have yet another day off Wednesday as they 
try and forget Monday night’s blown lead against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. The team is looking to continue to get healthy with Laurent 
Brossoit, Nicolas Hague, and Alec Martinez looking to come back from 
injury soon. Martinez has been removed from COVID-19 protocols. 

But three new members of the Golden Knights organization have entered 
protocols in assistant coaches Steve Spott, Ryan McGill, and goaltender 
Logan Thompson. 

Vegas: The Golden Knights are just one game off of the halfway point on 
the 2021-22 NHL season. With that in mind let’s take a look back on the 
biggest positive and negative surprises so far. 

Jonathan Marchessault has missed out on the 2022 NHL All-Star Game 
as Troy Terry has been named the ‘Last Men In’ candidate for the Pacific 
Divison. The now complete list of NHL All-Stars for the 2022 All-Star 
weekend in Las Vegas can be found here. 

The Edmonton Oilers, who are struggling in the Pacific Division 
(remember when the Golden Knights trailed them in the standings) have 
let their frustration get to them in two vastly different ways. Leading 
scorer Leon Draisaitl got into it with reporter Jim Matheson. 

TSN: Cole Perfetti scored his first career NHL goal Tuesday night and 
the rookie is quickly becoming a top-six winger for the Winnipeg Jets. 

ICYMI: The Montreal Canadiens have named Kent Hughes as the new 
general manager of the franchise. 

Boston: Willie O’Ree’s no. 22 is finally up in the rafters of TD Garden in 
Boston where it belongs. 
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Philly: A bunch of news out of Philadelphia today. First and foremost the 
Flyers have now lost nine-straight games after a nine-round shootout 
loss against the New York Islanders. Zdeno Chara also decked Zack 
MacEwen. Sam Carchidi asks where the Flyers go from here? 

On the injury front center, Kevin Hayes will miss 3-4 weeks. Former 
Flyers Jake Voracek will not play against his former team Thursday night. 

Also, Flyers captain Claude Giroux and the Flyers have had no talks with 
management regarding him waiving his no-movement clause. 

Carolina: The Hurricanes are trolling again. Vincent Trocheck was asked 
if he felt like his game was similar to Brad Marchand’s. Marchand 
responded on Instagram stating that comparing him and Trocheck was 
like “comparing a Prius to a Lamborghini. The Hurricanes steamrolled the 
Bruins Tuesday night 7-1 and posted this too. 

Ottawa: Matt Murray will miss time with the Senators with a non-COVID-
related illness, potentially jeopardizing his return to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Thursday. 

Also, check out this goal last night from Mark Jankowski. Without 
sounding mean this is the most Ottawa Senators/Buffalo Sabres goal I 
have ever seen. Pure chaos and I love it. 
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The Athletic / 2021-22 NHL futures odds: Evaluating Stanley Cup 
favorites, award races at the midpoint of the season 

 

By Zachary Pekale  

Jan 19, 2022 

  

With the NHL All-Star Game a few weeks away, most teams are 
rounding the corner into the second half of the 2021-22 season. But in 
another strange year, some clubs have played as many as nine games 
more than others. That disparity complicates the playoff picture and 
skews numbers all around the league. 

That said, there are still a handful of teams that look like contenders by 
now and almost every major award feels closely contested. More 
importantly, you can still bet on all of it. Here are some NHL futures odds 
you should take a look at. 

All stats used are through games played completed on Jan. 18. All odds 
from BetMGM. Odds are current as of Jan. 19 at 5 p.m. ET. Full Stanley 
Cup futures odds are here. 

No team has won the Stanley Cup three years in a row since the 
Islanders won four straight between 1980-83. But at this point, it’s hard to 
bet against Tampa Bay. The Lightning have the best conference 
championship and Cup odds in the East. They lead the Atlantic Division 
with 59 points, have more playoff experience than some of the other top 
contenders in the East, and are avoiding the injury bug far better than 
either of the past two years. Tampa is just 2-3-1 against Florida, Toronto 
and Carolina this year, but the postseason is much different and two of 
those three teams have exceedingly awful fortune come playoffs. The 
Panthers last won a playoff series in 1996 while the Maple Leafs drought 
only goes back to 2004. There’s more of a case for Carolina, which is a 
top-5 scoring team at both ends of the ice and also 14-4-1 on the road. 
But again, the Lightning made quick work of the Hurricanes in the second 
round last year. Until proven otherwise, this is Tampa’s conference. 

The pick: Lightning at 18-5 to win the conference, 15-2 to win the Stanley 
Cup 

The reach: Hurricanes at 6-1 to win the conference, 12-1 to win the 
Stanley Cup 

Considering last year’s Stanley Cup didn’t even have a team from the 
Western Conference in it, I’m not all that confident that any club here can 
win a championship. So let’s just focus on the conference pick here. 
BetMGM gives Colorado the shortest odds to win the Stanley Cup at 11-
2 as well as 2-1 odds to win the West. To be clear, the Avalanche haven’t 
been past the second round of the playoffs since 2002. Seven different 
teams out of the West have reached the finals in the past eight years. 
Given the volatility of this conference, Vegas is a fairly safe play at 16-5. 
The Golden Knights have made back-to-back appearances in the 
conference final with much of that still core intact. If you’re looking for 
some longer odds, Calgary and St. Louis are both well-balanced and are 
top-10 teams defensively. We’d give an edge to the Blues, the last 
Western Conference team to lift the Stanley Cup. 

The pick: Golden Knights at 16-5 to win the conference, 8-1 to win the 
Stanley Cup 

The reach: Blues at 11-1 to win the conference, 25-1 to win the Stanley 
Cup 

Ever since Wayne Gretzky won this award an absurd eight years in a 
row, only two players have claimed the Hart Trophy in consecutive years 
– Dominik Hasek (1997-98) and Alex Ovechkin (2008-09). There’s a 
strong possibility Connor McDavid joins that group this year. Yes, 
Edmonton is in the middle of a nasty rut and sitting near the bottom of the 
Pacific Division standings. But if that’s unsettling to you, just imagine 
where the Oilers would be without McDavid, last year’s unanimous 
winner and current betting favorite at 2-1 odds. They still average the 
ninth most goals per game and McDavid’s 53 points are third among all 
skaters. For McDavid to go back-to-back, Edmonton will need to make a 
playoff push and he’ll have to outperform Leon Draisaitl in the second 
half. 

Looking elsewhere, Ovechkin has the next shortest odds at 7-2 and 
could secure his fourth MVP. At 36 years old, he leads the league in 
points and is on pace to match the career-best 112 points he set in 2007-
08, when he won his first Hart. But our bolder pick is Jonathan 
Huberdeau. The Panthers are on pace for their best regular season in 
club history, with Huberdeau being one of the driving forces of the 
success. He leads the league in assists (38) and is on pace for 111 
points. Huberdeau finished 13th in Hart voting last year. If he sustains his 
current rate of production, expect a significantly higher finish. 

The pick: McDavid at 2-1 

The reach: Huberdeau at 18-1 

There’s been no shortage on scoring this season. Ovechkin leads the 
league in goals with 27, but it’s not a given that he walks away with his 
10th Rocket Richard Trophy. First and fifth place are only separated by 
four goals. Which brings up the difficult decision of who to put your 
money on. Ovechkin sounds like the easy pick – he’s won this award 
nine times, comfortably leads the league in shots taken and is on pace 
for 38 scores at even strength, which would be the second-highest total 
of his career. Leon Draisaitl and Auston Matthews are the co-favorites at 
5-2. Draisaitl trails Ovechkin by a goal with five fewer games played. He’s 
netted an NHL-best 13 goals on the power play, scores on 22.6 percent 
of his shots and benefits from quite a bit of ice time with Connor 
McDavid. 

As for the defending Rocket Richard winner, Matthews has lit the lamp 
25 times despite playing just 33 games. But where’s the fun in only 
discussing the favorites? Chris Kreider is three goals back of Ovechkin, 
yet his odds are 30-1 here. Plenty of pundits around the league 
scratched their heads in 2020 when the Rangers tied themselves to 
Kreider for $45.5 million over seven years. Last season, they would’ve 
been right. But now he’s got 24 goals in 39 games with half of those on 
the power play. Kreider skates less than 19 minutes a game, except he’s 
also scoring on 20 percent of his shots and shares the ice with multiple 
variations of the league’s top puck distributors. 

The pick: Draisaitl at 5-2 

The reach: Kreider at 30-1 

Only one of the past 10 Vezina Trophy recipients has been a repeat 
winner – Sergei Bobrovsky took home the award in 2013 and 2017. 
Based on that trend, let’s assume we’ll see another first-time winner in 
2022. At the top is Jack Campbell, the BetMGM favorite at 7-2. Toronto 
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was one of the worst defensive teams in hockey when Campbell came 
over from the Kings in Feb. 2020. The Maple Leafs finished top-10 in 
goals allowed last year and are even better now with Campbell as their 
No. 1 goalie. He’s 19-5-3 this year with a goals against average of 2.13, 
a save percentage of .931 and four shutouts. Toronto ranks fifth in goals 
allowed and save percentage, numbers that are actually harmed by 
those backing Campbell up. 

You can’t ignore the turnaround Igor Shesterkin (9-2 odds) has had in 
New York, but you can knock him for only starting 22 games at this point, 
even if he does lead the league in save percentage and goals allowed 
average. Of course there’s the ever-consistent Andrei Vasilevskiy (13-2 
odds) too, but the last candidate is Frederik Andersen. He signed in 
Carolina over the summer and has been the backbone of a defense that 
allows the fewest goals per game and ranks third in save percentage. 
Andersen’s GAA is not only down nearly a full goal from last year, it’s 
also the league’s best mark at 1.99. Andersen has two top-10 Vezina 
finishes for his career, including a fourth-place finish in 2018. After a 
rough 2021, Andersen could be a Vezina finalist and his current odds 
offer some good midseason value. 

The pick: Campbell at 7-2 

The reach: Andersen at 12-1 
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The Athletic / ‘We’ve got to stop testing asymptomatic players’: 
Frustrated GMs, players and teams get their wish with changes in 
COVID-19 testing 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Jan 19, 2022  

  

On Monday afternoon, an NHL general manager laid out frustrations 
surrounding COVID-19 testing in the NHL. 

Echoing a sentiment prevalent throughout front offices and locker rooms 
around the league, the GM said testing was too stringent. Key players 
were needlessly missing games. Games were being postponed. 

“We’ve got to stop testing asymptomatic players,” they said. “We’ve been 
having players taken out of our lineup, we’ve lost games (on the 
schedule) we shouldn’t have lost because we are testing guys who have 
no symptoms.” 

The push to eliminate the testing of asymptomatic players and personnel 
has been growing in recent weeks. Typically, the chorus has remained 
behind closed doors, though some comments, as when Red Wings GM 
Steve Yzerman made the suggestion in December, have made their way 
into the spotlight. 

On Tuesday, teams got their wish when they were informed that, 
following the All-Star break in early February, asymptomatic players 
won’t need to be tested. This assumes that COVID-cases across the 
NHL continue to drop before the All-Star break. 

Symptomatic players would still need to be tested,  and rules set by 
governments in the U.S. and Canada would still apply for cross-border 
travel. Players who have tested positive within the past 90 days, 
however, will not have to take a test for cross-border travel. 

“Assuming that the surge ends and we are at a relatively low level of 
virus and transmission — and everybody is vaccinated and boosted — 
the need for aggressive asymptomatic case-finding goes down a lot,” 
said Dr. Bob Wachter, the chair of the Department of Medicine at the 
University of California, San Francisco. “And with Omicron’s relative 
mildness, the riskiness of a case is less than before, particularly if 
everyone is vaccinated. So this seems like a reasonable response to the 
change in the dynamics of the virus and the pandemic.” 

For players and coaches, it was a welcome sign, who are now preparing 
for a packed revamped February schedule that will be released this 
week. 

“At some point, COVID just has to be a flu. We can’t just keep going 
through all the new variants and shutdowns,” Rangers forward Ryan 
Reaves said. “At some point, it’s just got to go away. We’ve got to live 
through it, deal with it and just understand if you’ve got symptoms, go 
test. If you’ve got it, stay home for a couple days. I think we’ve learned, 
especially this year, guys have been getting it, don’t even know they’ve 
had it most of the time. For me, I had it and it was two days and I felt 
completely fine. I had to test out, wait the five days, I missed two games 
when I felt I could have played. I hope we stop testing. I hope the world, 
in general, gets back. Because I’m sick of this, to be honest with you.” 

It was the first question asked of Jason Spezza during Maple Leafs 
media availability on Tuesday. 

“I think this is a natural progression,” Spezza said. “I trust the doctors 
with the league and the (NHLPA). I’ve trusted them all along. I feel like 
they’ll make decisions that’s best for public health safety and for our 
safety. And I feel like we are in a different place than we were two years 
ago with the virus.” 

Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said he was “all for it,” especially 
considering he was seeing a better response to the Omicron variant. 

“You hope the disruption is less and less as the year goes on,” Blashill 
said. “From both a team aspect and a league aspect.” 

With the decision, the NHL is adopting a policy more similar to the NBA 
and NFL, which had already moved to not testing asymptomatic players. 
For the NHL the number of Canadian teams, and the more stringent 
requirements (due to crossing the border frequently), was the driving 
factor that dictated testing protocols in the United States. This was a big 
source of frustration for team executives who were largely united in 
blaming Canada for being more “militaristic” as one team executive put it 
when it came to handling COVID, and “overly regulating how people live 
their lives.” 

Tuesday’s decision is expected to create a much smoother path to the 
NHL playoffs and to the completion of an 82-game schedule, which the 
league and teams have been desperate to achieve for the first time since 
the 2018-19 campaign. Hitting 82 games is also a safeguard that protects 
the league and team from makegoods or owing money back to corporate 
sponsors, those contracts are typically built around 82 games and the 
fact the league failed to fulfill its original schedule for the 2019-20 season 
led directly to the creation of helmet advertisement as make-goods. 

With less testing, there will be fewer positive cases. With fewer positive 
cases, there will naturally be less need to postpone and reschedule 
games. 

It won’t alter the government-mandated situation in Canada, but for 
American-based teams, life is now much easier for front offices when it 
comes to trying to maximize revenue. 

“You can sell tickets easier when there isn’t a fear the game will just be 
rescheduled, it creates momentum,” one team executive said. “That’s the 
momentum we had going into December, but we lost because of all of 
those games that had to get moved from December into the (Olympic) 
break.” 

It also creates more tangible excitement about potential playoff revenue, 
which, aside from the Tampa Bay Lightning, teams have missed out on 
those valuable playoff gate receipts the past two seasons. 

“This is a decision we’ve been waiting for the league to make, honestly,” 
a team executive said. “Once the NBA commissioner (Adam Silver) 
made it clear the NBA was going to play through it, we were hoping the 
NHL would eventually follow up and do the same thing.” 

There are still some hurdles before the policy is finalized. COVID-19 
rates will need to continue to decline within the NHL throughout the rest 
of the month, and the NHL and NHLPA will have to review and finalize 
the new policy by Jan. 31. 
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The Athletic / One year after the Bell cuts, what are ex-TSN staffers up 
to? Everything from podcasts to pro wrestling 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Jan 19, 2022  

  

It was a Tuesday in February when Bell Media announced it was 
abandoning its all-sports radio format in Vancouver, and host Don Taylor 
said employees gathered before leaving the building. There were tears, 
he said, and there were hugs. 

There was also a pandemic. 

“On top of losing our jobs, three of us caught COVID,” said Taylor. “Now, 
whether it was from the hugging and the crying, I’m not sure.” 

Bell Media closed three of its seven all-sports stations that day, switching 
Vancouver and Winnipeg into cheaper 24-hour canned comedy content, 
and converting Hamilton into an all-business format. News of those 
layoffs arrived only days after the company cut hundreds of other jobs at 
outlets across Canada. 

At TSN, hosts Dan O’Toole and Natasha Staniszewski were laid off, 
along with veteran Ottawa reporter Brent Wallace. Bell Media also made 
deep cuts in its non-sports operations, eliminating more than 200 jobs in 
the greater Toronto area alone. 

Taylor said he was “completely blindsided” when the cuts in Vancouver 
were announced. He recovered from his bout with COVID-19 — as did 
his colleagues, he said — and started plotting his next move. It included 
a message from a B.C.-owned television station. 

Today, he is co-host of a daily sports talk show on CHEK, an employee-
owned station in Victoria, with former Bell Media colleague Rick Dhaliwal. 
They appear on the air from 10 a.m. to noon on weekdays, with a 
podcast and a presence on YouTube, Twitch and other social media 
platforms. 

Their show, “Donnie and Dhali — The Team,” has its own merchandise 
portal. 

“What sticks out to me more than anything is just how I was able to land 
on my feet thanks to a company that really seems to know what it’s 
doing,” said Taylor. “Which is in contrast to a lot of the things that are 
going on in broadcast right now.” 

As the one-year anniversary of the Bell Media purge approaches, The 
Athletic caught up with some of the people caught up in the wave, finding 
some have moved onto new platforms or new industries, and that at least 
one has helped launch a professional wrestling operation. 

Rick Ralph, TSN 1290, Winnipeg 

When news of the cuts arrived that morning, Rick Ralph was just sitting 
down at the table with a plate of scrambled eggs. TSN 1290 had lost its 
Winnipeg Jets broadcast rights, but it was still the city’s only all-sports 
radio station. 

“Was there shock initially? Yeah,” he said. “I thought there was going to 
be some changes, but I didn’t think they were going to fold the whole 
thing.” 

Ralph, 52, had been in Winnipeg for a decade, moving west after layoffs 
at Rogers Sports & Media hit Sportsnet 590 The Fan, in Toronto. He had 
held a variety of roles on the air, from a Jets pre- and postgame show to 
co-host of the afternoon drive show. 

He said he received a few calls of interest from Alberta; one about sports 
talk, and one that was not tied to sports. He said he got a call from a 
music station in Winnipeg, but that he gravitated to an offer from outside 
the media industry. 

Ralph has a degree in finance and marketing from Saint Mary’s 
University, in Halifax, and decided that it was time to put it to good use. 
He has not closed the door on returning to radio — he likes the idea of 
trying a music format — but since September he has been working in 
sales at Vertuity Mortgage. 

“If I never work in sports again, I’m OK with it,” he said. “I wouldn’t mind 
working in the media again, but I also realize the landscape of sports 
radio has changed dramatically and will continue to change.” 

Rob Fai, TSN 1040, Vancouver 

A few years ago, Sportsnet 590 The Fan invited Rob Fai to Dunedin, 
Fla., for spring training. He spent 15 years calling minor league baseball 
in B.C., building up for his shot at calling the Blue Jays, and he felt like he 
was finally getting his shot at calling big-league games on the radio. 

“All of the sudden, they decided to go with Ben Wagner and not me,” said 
Fai. “And that was really the start of three years of a complete tear-down 
and rebuild of what I thought life was going to be.” 

That reconstruction became a full-time pursuit when Bell Media changed 
formats in Vancouver, where he had been hosting the late-night show — 
“Rob Fai Nation” — on TSN 1040. He finished his training to become a 
barber, hosted a Canucks podcast, and voiced Canadian Elite Basketball 
League games. 

He also co-founded a wrestling promotion. Nation Extreme Wrestling 
hosted its first show during a lull in the pandemic last fall. It has a show 
scheduled for the Harbour Convention Centre, in Vancouver, on Feb. 25. 

“I didn’t follow the prototypical, ‘Well, he lost one radio job, so now he 
goes to another radio job,’” said Fai. “I’ve got two kids, who are in Grade 
12 and Grade 11, and I would like to hope that I’ve inspired them by 
showing them that, when you get kicked, you can get up.” 

Brent Wallace, TSN, Ottawa 

When Brent Wallace was 19, he owned a sports clothing store inside 
Regent Mall, in Fredericton, N.B., called The Pros Shop. It has been a 
very long time, but as he thought about it, he realized: “I still own a t-shirt 
from there.” 

He was on the air at TSN for almost 23 years, working as a reporter 
stationed in Ottawa, before the ties were cut last year. That move would 
indirectly put Wallace back into the role of small business owner, as he 
launched a podcast with former NHL defenceman Marc Methot, “The 
Wally and Methot Show.” 

“People have said it before: The people you don’t expect to be there for 
you are, and the ones you do expect aren’t, necessarily,” said Wallace. “I 
had people reach out to me, and I didn’t really know they knew me.” 

After he was laid off, Wallace said he received calls asking if he needed 
any help, including an offer of office space. A local marketing firm, Xactly 
Design & Advertising, helped him prepare the materials he would need to 
show potential podcast sponsors. 

“Without them,” he said, “I don’t know where I’d be.” 

The podcast drops two times a week, and Wallace said it has four full-
time sponsors, with 12 to 15 smaller partners. 

“It’s constant,” he said. “It keeps you going.” 

Tim Moriarty, TSN, Toronto 

For years, Tim Moriarty studiously avoided interview requests, podcasts 
and the slightest suggestion of a television cameo. He was content to 
remain in the shadows as “Producer Tim,” a shadowy figure who ran the 
show — at TSN, then FS1, then back to TSN — Jay Onrait and Dan 
O’Toole were hosting. 

“To me, Jay and Dan were the stars of the show,” he said. “And Jay and 
Dan should be the guys who get the recognition.” 

With the cuts landing in the middle of a pandemic, Moriarty decided to 
take time off. He figures he laid low for about six months, and he 
emerged this month as a producer with an old colleague. O’Toole 
reached out (“Let’s put part of the band back together.”) with a new 
podcast, “Boomsies!” 
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The show is based out of O’Toole’s basement in rural Ontario. 
Sometimes, the furnace clicks on in the background. Sometimes, his cat 
makes an unscheduled appearance. 

“Dan’s philosophy — and I agree with it — is when things like that 
happen, you just kind of roll with them and embrace it,” said Moriarty. 
“That’s what we did on the show a lot. If someone made a noise off-
camera, the guys would react. It’s part of the environment, and I think 
people like that.” 

Rick Dhaliwal, TSN 1040, Vancouver 

Having spent three decades in radio, Rick Dhaliwal looked at the closure 
of TSN 1040 as the possible end of his time on the air: “I was going to 
delete my Twitter account — I thought, ‘That’s it, that’s over, you’ve had 
a good, long run.’” 

Dhaliwal, who has also worked as a freelance contributor to The Athletic, 
was filling in across several shows before Bell Media switched formats. 
He had never worked in television when he got a call from Don Taylor to 
create a new all-sports weekday show at CHEK. 

“We’re just having a whole lot of fun,” said Dhaliwal. 

They can talk about the Canucks, the B.C. Lions or the Vancouver 
Whitecaps. They can talk about the old days at Empire Stadium or relive 
memories of the New Westminster Bruins. 

“It’s a changing world, and we have to adapt,” he said. “Donnie and I are 
not spring chickens. We’re getting up there in age, and we have to adapt 
to stay alive in this industry that is changing — not yearly, not monthly, 
but weekly.” 

Andrew Paterson, TSN 1290, Winnipeg 

Four months after Bell Media closed the only all-sports radio station in 
Winnipeg, Jets forward Mark Scheifele was suspended for four games at 
the start of a playoff series. A few months after that, the Blue Bombers 
won a second straight Grey Cup and Paul Maurice resigned as the city’s 
NHL coach. 

Andrew (Hustler) Paterson had been removed from the airwaves, but he 
was still talking about local sports. Along with fellow former TSN Radio 
colleague Michael Remis, Paterson launched Winnipeg Sports Talk, a 
two-hour show carried both as a podcast and on YouTube. 

“When we jumped at it,” said Paterson, “there was so much unknown.” 

The 47-year-old, who has a background working in sales, said four 
sponsors have remained with the show since the beginning, and another 
eight who have since signed on. In November, Paterson and Remis 
announced the show had reached a combined one million podcast 
downloads and YouTube views. 

“There was still a huge demand for this content,” said Paterson. “Just 
because TSN decided to turn the lights out, it didn’t mean that, all of the 
sudden, this city didn’t have a lot of people who wanted to talk about the 
Jets and the Bombers and everything going on.” 

Natasha Staniszewski, TSN, Toronto 

A few months after TSN made its cuts, Natasha Staniszewski was on the 
move. She was supposed to be marking her 10th anniversary on the 
network — where she and Kate Bierness formed the first all-female 
tandem to regularly host SportsCentre — but instead, her role was 
included among the job reductions. 

She grew up in Edmonton, so she moved back to Alberta in June, settling 
into a new home in Calgary. 

“I feel like it’s been an easy adjustment to the city,” she said. “I love being 
closer to my family. It’s been great being closer to the mountains. And 
the vibe out here is just a little more relaxed, I would say, than in 
Toronto.” 

Staniszewski loves golf, and did social media work with Windmill Golf 
Group over the summer. She is also host of a weekly podcast for Come 
On, the online sportsbook. (She starred in a commercial for the company 
that appeared on Canadian television.) 

She would like to return to broadcasting and is keeping her eyes open for 
new opportunities. 

“It’s been hard,” she said. “I’ve enjoyed the work that I’ve done over the 
past year, but I don’t think I’ve quite found the right mix of things yet.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 6 Takeaways: Maple Leafs exposed as ‘soft and 
purposeless’ 

 

Luke Fox @lukefoxjukebox 

January 20, 2022, 12:44 AM 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have gained and then squandered a 3-1 lead in 
four of their past five games — but this one hits different. 

This one was devoid of a positive post-game spin or excuses about travel 
or fans or missing bodies. 

This one was about a good team losing its structure and its 
determination, its guts and its goaltending. 

““This one should bother us greatly. Because how we played wasn’t 
nearly good enough,” said coach Sheldon Keefe, after watching a 3-1 
lead disintegrate into a 6-3 loss to the New York Rangers on 
Wednesday. 

“I just thought we got exposed today for being a team that was just soft. 
Soft and purposeless and just kind of playing the game and just hoping it 
was gonna work out.” 

Mitch Marner admitted that Toronto took its foot off the gas after flying 
through the first 20 minutes. After two practice days devoted to protecting 
their net-front and managing leads by establishing a forecheck, the Leafs 
deviated from the game plan and tried to make the pretty play. 

“It’s like we get these leads, and then go into the second thinking it’s 
going to be just an easy rest of 40 minutes,” Marner said. “And 
everything’s coming to bite us in the butt.” 

Keefe is typically one to cite the possession metrics and shot data, which 
both favoured his group, and see a silver lining. 

But at Madison Square Garden, his eyes saw what ours did: a group that 
got pushed around in the puck battles that mattered, that failed to take 
enough advantage of a 4-2 edge in power plays, and that needs at least 
one more defenceman who can defend. 

“We still carried play in a lot of ways and outshoot them and all of that, 
but you can’t play soft and purposeless hockey and win. You can’t 
defend the way we defended here tonight and give them those clean 
looks at the net,” said Keefe, refusing to blame the L on Jake Muzzin’s 
absence. 

“If we’re going to be a team that accomplishes anything, we’ve got to be 
able to take that on and find ways to play better as a team. That’s what 
bothered me the most here today — we were just kind of making it up as 
we went.” 

Leafs Nation got a peek at what life without Muzzin (concussion) and 
Justin Holl (COVID protocol) looks like, and it ain’t pretty. 

Yes, Toronto’s top pair of Morgan Rielly and T.J. Brodie skated nearly 
half the game, and was just fine. But the bottom four struggled. 

Travis Dermott was a minus-3. Alex Biega and Rasmus Sandin were 
minus-2. Timothy Liljegren was a minus-1. 

All of them looked overwhelmed at stretches. And the maiden voyage of 
a Sandin-Liljegren “shutdown pair” crashed. 
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“They had tough nights,” Keefe said, twice. “It’s a lot to ask those guys, 
and it just goes to show how important Jake Muzzin is. And even Justin 
Holl. Those guys play very difficult minutes.” 

“The type of minutes are different. The responsibilities and the pressures 
are different. And those guys got a taste of that today, and I didn’t think it 
went well for them.” 

Sandin, who typically is sheltered against the opponent’s bottom six, was 
taken by the confidence of the top-end forwards on a playoff-bound team. 

“They’re just more playful on the ice. They’re jumping around and making 
really good plays out there,” Sandin explained. “Playing against the third 
or fourth line all the time, it’s pretty much the same thing — pucks coming 
down deep, and they’re forechecking on you. And our job for that is just a 
breakout. 

“This time, they’re more confident. They’re making plays on the [blue] line 
and stuff like that. So, it’s not something that you’re very used to all the 
time. 

“I was on the [ice] for three goals that we let in, so that’s obviously not 
good,” Sandin added. “So, we learned a lot out there, both me and 
Timothy.” 

And Keefe. 

And Dubas. 

Ding, dong, the Mitch drought is dead 

Against all odds, Marner went 100 games and 718 days without scoring a 
power-play goal. This despite being a fixture on the Leafs’ top unit and 
spending the bulk of his time in a prime shooting position on the flank. 

As the unusual dry spell approached triple digits, Keefe said it was 
something that his staff was monitoring but not something he was 
concerned about. 

“Yeah, I find it odd. We’re aware of it, and we’re trying do different things 
to help get something to fall for him,” Keefe said last week. 

“He’s always a guy that’s gonna facilitate and look to get the puck in 
other people’s hands. It’s a huge part of who he is as a player — and a 
number of players benefit from that. 

“We’d like him to find ways to be more of a threat and score on the power 
play, but reality is, or our power play was really rolling for a period of time 
there as good as anybody in the league.” 

Marner quenched the famine in fashion, roofing a backdoor beauty past 
Igor Shesterkin off a slick pass by William Nylander, who notched his 
300th career point on the sequence. 

Marner wasn’t even certain the puck tucked under the bar in the moment, 
and he said the PP drought hasn’t been on his mind at all. 

“I don’t really care,” Marner dismissed. “You guys have all those stats.” 

Ryan Reaves walked the walk, then talked that talk 

The Rangers’ fourth line dominated the Maple Leafs’ with their straight-
line determination and relentless physical pressure. 

Ryan Reaves — an off-season acquisition that signaled a rougher, 
tougher Rangers — scored his first and second goals in a blue shirt, and 
50th and 51st of his career. 

“Well, it’s not easy [to defend him]. I mean, he’s a competitive guy. He’s 
very, very big. So, he’s tough to compete against for sure,” Sandin said. 

Both Reaves’ strikes were created from a punishing forecheck that 
overwhelmed Toronto’s small, inexperienced defenders. 

“You’ve got one fourth line that goes out with a ton of purpose and ours, I 
didn’t think, had the same,” Keefe said. “It ended up turning the hockey 
game.” 

Whether it was open-ice truck Jacob Trouba laying out Rielly in the 
neutral zone or Reaves launching a game-high five checks, the home 
side bullied its way to a 31-12 edge in hits. 

Physicality impacted this game, just as it will come April. 

“It shows that we can hang with the big boys, that we are one of the big 
boys,” Reaves said. “We’re proving to the league, we’re proving to 
ourself that we’re a contender.” 

With its third consecutive win, New York leaps ahead of Carolina for first 
in the Metropolitan Division (although the Hurricanes have four games in 
hand). 

“The standings don’t lie,” Reaves said. 

Matthews’ comes this close to entering the record book 

Only Pavel Bure (1993-94) and Steve Yzerman (1988-89) have scored 
goals in 11 consecutive away games. 

Auston Matthews nearly joined that elite duo, carrying a 10-game road 
goal streak into MSG. 

He appeared to have directed a record-tying goal into the net late in the 
third period, but the goal was called back due to a kicking motion. 

“I was pretty excited for him [at first],” linemate Michael Bunting said, “but 
I think that’s not going to change his game. I think he’s gonna come back 
out and keep scoring like he always does.” 

Lopsided battle of Vezina candidates 

Round 3 of Jack Campbell and Shesterkin going head to head was 
nothing like the first two rounds, during which the No. 1s traded dialed-in 
2-1 victories. 

Shesterkin got beat thrice early, the most of any first period this season. 
He then settled down and was stellar the rest of the way through, turning 
away Nylander and Pierre Engvall on breakaways and finishing with 35 
saves. 

Meanwhile, Campbell has shown his first signs of cracking during this 
prolonged trip. 

“Well, he’s not playing to the same level. I think that’s obvious,” said 
Keefe, adding that the five guys in front of Campbell also need to defend 
better. 

The all-star game invitee allowed five goals for the second time in two 
starts and has surrendered 18 in his past four. 

“Just not good enough,” Campbell admitted. “I just want to be better, and 
I’ll look at the tape, and I’ll work on it, and I promise I’ll be better.” 

Keefe has been reluctant to give well-compensated backup Petr Mrazek 
much run with crease. But with Campbell’s performance dipping and 
some softer opponents on the schedule leading up to the all-star break 
— Islanders, Ducks, Red Wings, and Devils twice — we wonder if it 
would be wise to give Mrazek a couple starts. 

“I expect [Campbell] will bounce back,” Keefe said. “I also expect our 
team to defend better around him. And when you’re referencing his stats 
or the number of goals that go in on shots, that’s not just a goaltending 
thing. It speaks to the quality of chances and how close we’re allowing 
the opposition to get to our net. So, that’s a team thing.” 

One-Timers: Nick Ritchie rejoined the team in New York on Wednesday 
and is an option to play Saturday on Long Island…. Holl and Ondrej Kase 
remain in COVID protocol and are still stuck in Arizona…. Marlies 
forward Josh Ho-Sang is out with a concussion…. Nylander leads the 
NHL in breakaways (11)…. Mika Zibanejad was voted “Last Man In” for 
the Metropolitan Division’s all-star squad but declined due to personal 
reasons. He will not be suspended by the NHL for passing on the 
showcase. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.20.2022 

1197678 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Free-falling Oilers have no choice but to turn to struggling 
Koskinen 
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Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 19, 2022, 6:23 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Poor Mikko Koskinen. 

Nobody ever said he was a No. 1 goaltender. OK, nobody outside former 
general manager Peter Chiarelli, who paid him like one, got fired two 
days later and hasn’t found another GM job since. 

But here he is, the Three Metres of Koskinen, the sullen face of all that is 
wrong in Edmonton this season. 

“The Oilers goaltending is killing them,” echoes across the league. And 
who starts Thursday against the Florida Panthers, trying to halt another 
six-game losing jag? 

Poor Mikko Koskinen. 

The Oilers always give up the first goal — in 22 of their past 26 games, to 
be precise. Who do the cameras train on when the inevitable happens? 

Not any of the superstars who somehow manage to get beaten to the 
punch game after game after game. It’s usually Koskinen, pulling a sour 
puck out of his disgruntled net, unfortunate enough to have remained 
healthy all year long while Mike Smith languishes on injured reserve and 
Stuart Skinner moves between the AHL and the Oilers' COVID-19 
protocol. 

But God bless this massive Finn. With his team on the ropes, a city’s 
fans, media and players at war with one another, and one of the best 
hockey teams in the NHL — the Panthers — in town Thursday night, 
there was Koskinen, in high spirits about how eager he was for the 
punishment that is a start in the Oilers goal these days. 

“Every game is an opportunity for me,” he said. “It doesn’t matter what 
kind of situation you are in, you still have to compete and play your best. 
That’s what I’m planning to do: play my best and give everything that I 
have to my teammates.” 

The sad fact is, his teammates offer little faith in return. 

Talking to a few former NHLers on Wednesday, the speculation of what’s 
going on inside the Oilers dressing room was unanimous. The players 
have seen enough bad goals slink past Koskinen, particularly early in 
games. 

They have given up on him. They like him, but they can’t trust him. 

NHL players are an unforgiving lot. Once they decide you’re not part of 
the solution, you become part of the problem. And poor Koskinen — third 
among NHL goalies for allowing a goal in the first three shots of a game 
this season, eighth in surrendering goals inside the first five minutes — 
has for two-and-a-half years proven his level as an NHL goalie. 

The fact he has spent most of this season out of his league as an NHL 
No. 1 goalie may not be Koskinen’s fault. It is, however, his problem, an 
unspoken negative dynamic that plagues this hockey team. 

“It’s not going to be one guy who saves it. It’s our team. It’s all the guys in 
the locker room,” said the ever-positive goaler. “We have to come 
together and play for each other. 

“I know we have it, so we have to do it. (Thursday) is going to be the 
day.” 

Tuesday, however, was another unique day in this worn-down market, as 
the spat between Leon Draisaitl and veteran scribe Jim Matheson 
dominated hockey’s news cycle in this country. 

When Matheson asked Draisaitl if there was one reason above all others 
why the Oilers are struggling, why didn’t the Oilers assistant captain just 
rattle off some thoughts about it being more than one thing? “We all have 
to better… Yadda, yadda, yadda…” 

Draisaitl didn’t call me at home last night to explain himself, but this is my 
theory: 

I believe that Draisaitl, an intelligent, free-thinking, well-spoken man, has 
had enough of smoothing over his organization’s failures on the 

goaltending front with pithy quotes that spread the blame across the 
dressing room. I believe Draisaitl — and the rest of this dressing room — 
feels let down by general manager Ken Holland’s poor decision to go 
with a 39-year-old Smith and a leaky Koskinen, and Draisaitl simply isn’t 
handing out any more free passes. 

He wasn’t going to tell Matheson what the “one issue” was, of course. 
But Draisaitl wasn’t going to steer the reporter elsewhere either. 

It was a “You figure it out,” moment. And, yes, we all have it figured out. 

Since Dec. 3 the Oilers have the worst saves percentage in the NHL, at 
.870. Koskinen’s save percentage since the Oilers' nose dive began is 
.866, with a goals-against average of 3.99. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

By pinning his hopes on a 39-year-old Smith, Holland is subjecting 
Draisaitl, Connor McDavid and the rest of this franchise to the possibility 
of taking a huge step backwards. 

Because you can’t win without goaltending, and right now, Edmonton 
can’t win. 

“I’m not gonna lie,” Koskinen said of this latest six-game losing skid. “It’s 
been tough for everyone.” 

No one has worn this failure more than poor Mikko Koskinen, however, 
the backup goalie who simply can not be something he isn’t. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Hughes the ideal fit for Molson's desired 
structure 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

January 20, 2022, 12:09 AM 

 

MONTREAL -- It was easy to jump to conclusions when Geoff Molson 
first said that being a general manager in today’s NHL was too big a job 
for one person and that he would be hiring someone to work in 
partnership with Jeff Gorton, whom he had just named executive vice-
president of hockey operations. 

Back on that day in late November, I wasn’t the only one immediately 
thinking of specific candidates to fill the one quotient Gorton couldn’t. Any 
of the 10 or so I came up with could serve as the public-facing, French-
speaking spokesperson of the team while Gorton, a unilingual 
anglophone who was signed to a five-year contract, would wield the 
power, craft the vision and execute the tasks to eventually bring that 
vision to life. 

Molson knew, based on the questions being asked, that no matter what 
he said, most everyone who follows the Canadiens was thinking about 
the same people and envisioning the same dynamic I was. He tried to 
dispel the assumptions -- even if he acknowledged it was highly probable 
the prerequisite of being able to communicate with Canadiens fans in 
both English and French limited the talent pool to first-time general 
managers -- and kept repeating that both Gorton and the new GM would 
work in tandem. 

My skepticism didn’t subside. I thought eventually there’d be a 
disagreement in the front office and Gorton, with his title and his 
experience of working every notable job in hockey operations through the 
years and most recently serving as GM of the New York Rangers, 
wouldn’t be taking direction from whatever rookie would eventually fill this 
vacancy. 
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What I didn’t know then was that Kent Hughes was a candidate. And 
what’s patently obvious now, after Hughes signed a five-year deal 
Monday and was formally introduced as the new GM Wednesday, is that 
Molson found two people who can actually make this unique concept 
work. 

I thought this job would go to a Daniel Briere- or Mathieu Darche-type; a 
person who had worked their way through hockey operations in another 
organization after a successful NHL playing career; a person who could 
handle the day-to-day interaction with the players in a way Gorton, who 
had never played in the NHL, couldn’t; a person who could easily deal 
with the media and the public-facing aspect of the job with intelligence 
and charm in both English and French; someone who’d be comfortable 
allowing Gorton to handle the big decisions in the shadows while they 
looked after explaining them under the spotlight; an affable, non-
confrontational person who would sit back, listen, learn, and then 
eventually grow into taking on more tasks and authority. 

Eleven people interviewed for the job, and Briere and Darche turned out 
to be finalists -- no doubt because they proved in the interview process 
that they were ideal candidates for all the reasons listed above. 

But on Wednesday, from a makeshift stage stationed near centre ice of 
the arena they hope to eventually raise more Stanley Cup banners to the 
rafters in, Hughes showed why he was hired. 

The Beaconsfield, Que., native called this “a homecoming of sorts.” He 
referred to himself as “a hockey junkie,” and then he distinguished 
himself from the other candidates in the way he answered every question 
directed to him over 45 minutes. 

But there was no moment more telling of Hughes’ viability for the role 
Molson had actually envisioned than the one he spent answering a 
question that actually wasn’t directed to him. The one that had him 
dispelling the notion that he was hired because Gorton already knew him 
well and had essentially settled on him before even going about the 
interview process with others. 

“I can assure you I wouldn't be here today if I wasn't confident in my 
ability to be the general manager of the Montreal Canadiens,” the 51-
year-old said. “The second part is I am happy and glad that they went 
through a process, and I fully expect that if I weren't the best candidate 
for the job I wouldn't be here today.” 

Hughes interjected to make clear he had earned this. In doing so, he 
made it clear he didn’t leave the agency he helped build, the lucrative 
stipend earned through negotiating close to $300 million worth of active 
NHL contracts and the superstar clients he represented to pretend to be 
GM of the Canadiens and serve as Gorton’s puppet. 

Saying what he said was important. And the way he said it was equally 
important because the job he’s filling isn’t for the meek or subservient 
and there was nothing meek or subservient about that answer. 

Hughes did more than just come across as confident he can fulfill his 
mandate. He showed off intelligence without arrogance, and he was 
poised and articulate -- particularly in expressing his vision. 

“I want to build a team capable of winning for years,” he said. “not a team 
that has to do it this year, or two years from now, or in one specific year. I 
aim to establish an organization and processes that will inspire 
confidence we can compete for years and years.” 

When asked what style the Canadiens would do it in, Hughes said, “In a 
perfect world, we would be an offensive-minded hockey club.” 

“I don't think you can be successful in the National Hockey League today 
without being a defensively responsible team,” he added, “but we see 
teams in the National Hockey League -- I think all of us can identify some 
where the focus is strictly defensive, and others are more creative. 

“I envision a team that plays fast but plays fast with the puck. I think fast, 
as a word in itself, is probably a little bit overused as a term in hockey 
(but) I envision a team that plays fast with the puck, that’s a possession 
hockey team.” 

Hughes said he’d invest more in analytics to build it, which is what you’d 
expect a modern GM to do. 

When asked about other things that make a good GM, based on his 
varied experience dealing with bosses from around the league since the 
1990s, Hughes said, “They always have a plan and the patience not to 
react short-term.” 

“They have vision for the organization,” he continued. “They find ways to 
integrate all the different divisions within hockey operations and unite 
them. They have a good eye for talent and know how to manage people, 
too.” 

Remaining Time -0:57 

Hughes knows Canadiens not where they hoped they'd be, looking to 
make changes 

Based on the way those closest to Hughes described him to me on 
Tuesday, it sounded like he was talking about his own experience 
operating his agency. 

When Hughes actually did describe himself, he said people are right to 
assume his experience as an agent will serve him and the Canadiens 
well in negotiations -- a natural strength for him. He added that knowing 
how players think but also how agents think will be advantageous. 

“But I think it’s also the hockey side,” Hughes said. “Like I said, I’m 
passionate about the sport. I’ve spent a lot of time in my role as an agent 
scouting. I’ve worked on the player development side (he has coached at 
various levels), be it on skills or off-ice training or conditioning, and I’ve 
also studied players’ games to know their strengths and understand how 
to help them.” 

What Hughes knows is how to work with people. 

When I caught up with Hughes after for a one-on-one chat for Sportsnet, 
I asked him how him and Gorton would divide the tasks, and his answer 
aligned perfectly with the partnership Molson had initially proposed. 

“Rather than dividing and conquering and Jeff doing one thing and I’m 
doing another thing, I actually think we’re probably going to be better off 
doing a lot together, consulting and discussing,” Hughes said. “I think two 
minds are better than one. When I got married, we didn’t decide that 
somebody was going to have the ultimate decision-making power; we 
went about becoming parents and trying to guide our kids. And I see the 
same thing here. Jeff and I are going to work together. 

“We’re going to disagree, and we’re going to work through 
disagreements just like husband and wife or business partners.” 

Together they’ll fill out the rest of the hockey operations staff, meet with 
the players and get to know them better and understand their intentions 
before crafting a plan to execute the changes they know are necessary. 
They’ll prepare for the upcoming trade deadline and the draft, to be held 
in Montreal this summer, to follow. 

Many of us didn’t see it working that way when Molson first expressed 
this vision. But he said we’d understand in due time, and that time has 
come. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Nick Suzuki bounces back in win over Stars 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

January 19, 2022, 12:54 AM 

 

They were numbers that stood out after an embarrassing game against 
the Arizona Coyotes, and they couldn’t possibly have sat well with Nick 
Suzuki. 

His stat sheet in Monday’s 5-2 Montreal Canadiens loss read: 
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Goals: zero. Assists: zero. Shots: zero. Plus/minus: minus-1. 

And then there was this one: 16:21. It was Suzuki’s lowest ice-time total 
since the second game of the season, doled out after playing more than 
20 minutes and upwards of 25:24 in six of his last seven games. 

He didn’t score in those games, either, with the Canadiens dressing more 
players from their AHL affiliate than their NHL team. But on the road, up 
against some of the best teams featuring the best centres and best 
defencemen in the league, he took on major assignments at both ends, 
excelled defensively and still created a lot of opportunities that players 
around him weren’t finishing. 

Monday’s game was a departure from that, though. It was a dud for 
Suzuki, and he didn’t have to check the stat sheet to know it. 

Neither did Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme. 

We asked him prior to Tuesday’s 5-3 win what would enable Suzuki to 
bounce back from that performance and snap out of a funk that had seen 
him produce just one goal over his last 10 games. 

“I’m looking for him to go back to the little things that make him have 
success,” Ducharme said, “and that’s being involved, that’s moving his 
feet, that’s being competitive.” 

It would be one thing if Ducharme just told us those things. 

But for all the heat the coach is taking from the fans as the losses pile up, 
he hasn’t thrown any of his players under the bus all season, and he 
hasn’t said anything to the media he hasn’t already told his players. 

That’s highly commendable. 

“There’s nothing I tell you that I haven’t told them,” Ducharme confirmed 
after the game, moments after Suzuki said a consultation with the coach 
earlier in the day came with a specific challenge to be better. 

“Just a little quick conversation,” Suzuki said. “I don’t know what time it 
was, but just a couple of hours before the game. (He said) just to play 
hard, just raise my intensity. That was something I didn’t really do 
yesterday. 

“When I’m playing my best, I’m an intense player. I get into the battles, 
win puck battles and get to the net. So, I tried to focus on that, and I 
thought I did a better job today.” 

Suzuki had two assists to show for it, he had three hits, he blocked three 
shots, he got the better of ultra-competitive Stars defenceman Ryan 
Suter in a game-long battle and played just under 19 minutes. 

“I liked his game tonight,” Ducharme said before challenging Suzuki once 
again. 

“He needs to do that in Vegas, he needs to do that in Colorado, he needs 
to that in Minnesota,” Ducharme said. “He needs to be consistent. 

“Again, he’s a young player, but he’s already accumulated a lot of 
experience. So, he needs to get to that level.” 

There’s no doubt Suzuki agrees, and this is the time for him to do it—in 
the final year of his entry-level contract, before entering the first season 
of an eight-year, $63-million deal. 

The lesson the 22-year-old is learning right now, which he’d surely trade 
for a few more wins this season, will be the most valuable one in his 
quest to reach his high potential. And there’s a sense he’s already taken 
much from it, understanding the key is not letting things slip when 
corrections are immediately in order. 

It’s a sign of the player’s maturity that he didn’t need anyone to tell him 
that—even if he was perfectly receptive to Ducharme bringing it up to 
him. 

“I knew I needed to be better,” Suzuki said. “There’s times where I just 
didn’t really have an impact on the game yesterday. So, Dom challenged 
me to be better today, and I tried to do everything I can to help the team 
win.” 

Tyler Toffoli, who returned against the Stars for his first game in six 
weeks following hand surgery, played an excellent game but was also 
the beneficiary of Suzuki’s elevated play, notching a goal and an assist. 

He’s spent the majority of his time with the Canadiens on the same line 
as Suzuki, and a lot of it off the ice getting to know him, and he sees a 
player who approaches the game the right way—particularly when things 
aren’t running as smoothly as anticipated. 

“He’s a guy who just loves the game of hockey,” Toffoli said. “He comes 
into the rink every single day ready to work and ready to get better, so I 
think he’s as frustrated as everybody in the room not being as successful 
as we want to be as a team. So, to see the way he battled tonight just 
shows that he wants to keep getting better and keep growing as a player. 
And obviously this season, in general, hasn’t gone anybody’s way really, 
(but) he’s still competing, and he’s still showing the reason why he’s one 
of the leaders on our team.” 
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TSN.CA / Sandin, Liljegren look to take advantage of ‘terrific opportunity’ 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Madison Square Garden on 
Wednesday morning. 

Jake Muzzin is out with a concussion and Justin Holl remains in COVID 
protocol, which means the Leafs are missing their entire second pair on 
defence. On Wednesday night in New York that role will be filled by 
Rasmus Sandin, 21, and Timothy Liljegren, 22. 

"It's a terrific opportunity," coach Sheldon Keefe said. "They got game 
breakers on the other side that are difficult to defend against. If you make 
mistakes, they make you pay but, at the same time, if you're a young 
guy, I'd be super excited tonight to take that on."  

Sandin will be playing his 68th National Hockey League game while 
Liljegren will be suiting up for the 35th time.  

"It's the type of experience that should help those guys on their 
development path," Keefe said. "One way or another, those guys are 
going to be better at the end of the game here tonight than they were 
going into it, and that's saying something considering both guys have 
played very well for us this season." 

The Rangers are among the top teams in the Eastern Conference and 
boast dangerous threats like Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad, Chris 
Kreider and Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox, who leads the team with 39 
points. 

"You have to be that much more efficient in your game," Keefe said. 
"You're playing against better players more often."  

Keefe pointed out that the pair of Swedish first-round picks will also get 
more time on the ice with Toronto's top lines. 

"I'm excited to see how this goes and how these guys manage it," said 
Keefe. "I think this experience is going to help those players and it's 
going to help us as a team, regardless, to see where we're at in this 
area." 

Liljegren has already played a handful of games in the top four alongside 
Muzzin, including on Saturday night in St. Louis. This will be Sandin's first 
real look in the top four this season.  

T.J. Brodie is impressed with how Sandin is handling his first full season 
in the NHL.  

"Just his poise with the puck," the veteran defenceman observed. 
"There's times when it would be easy to throw the puck away or try and 
get it out of the zone, but he's got the ability to spin off checks and find 
the guys in the middle and make those plays. It's something you can't 
really teach." 

Sandin certainly isn't lacking confidence.  
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"I feel like a lot of Swedes have it, that swagger," noted winger Mitch 
Marner. "He's one of the best open-ice hitters on our team and going 
around right now. Overall, his 200-foot game is getting a lot better. He's 
doing a lot of things great defensively and when he gets the puck his skill 
really comes alive."  

Alex Biega will draw in on the third defence pair alongside Travis 
Dermott. It will be Biega's second game with the Leafs this season.  

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Terrific opportunity' for Sandin-Liijegren 

With Jake Muzzin sidelined with a concussion, and Justin Holl stuck in 
Arizona in COVID-19 protocols, Timothy Liljegren and Rasmus Sandin 
will move up to Toronto's second defensive pairing in New York. TSN's 
Mark Masters has more on the young duo's opportunity. 

Jack Campbell gets the start for the Leafs. He allowed five goals on 25 
shots on Saturday in St. Louis. It was Campbell's worst save percentage 
(.800) in a game he finished this season.  

"He's proven to be consistent, so I would expect he would bounce back," 
said Keefe. "I would also expect our team to defend better around him." 

Specifically, the Leafs have focused on doing a better job of protecting 
the front of their net after watching 15 goals go in during the recent four-
game trip through Colorado, Las Vegas, Arizona and St. Louis.  

Campbell is incredibly hard on himself and channeling those emotions 
the right way was a big issue early in his career. But now that internal 
accountability is becoming an important asset.  

"He's just really maturing and turning into a really steady goaltender who 
we believe will be a game changer for us every night," said veteran 
forward Jason Spezza.  

"He's definitely determined," said Brodie. "Seeing him grow from last year 
to this year, he's taken huge steps." 

Despite allowing 13 goals in his last three starts, Campbell's save 
percentage remains a sparkling .931. He's on a 5-0-1 run and hasn't lost 
in regulation since Dec. 9, 2021.  

"He's really been the backbone of this team," said Marner. "Sometimes 
we do get a little loose and he's got to make a lot of big saves. That 
Colorado game, watching that one, a couple saves he made there were 
spectacular and jaw-dropping. He's a guy that really does hold himself to 
a really high standard." 

'He's definitely determined': Leafs expect Campbell to bounce back 

Jack Campbell gave up a total of 13 goals over three games during 
Toronto's trip through Colorado, Las Vegas and St. Louis. Sitting near the 
top of most goaltending categories league-wide, the Maple Leafs expect 
their all-star goaltender to bounce back, starting tonight in New York. 

The Leafs and Rangers have split a pair of games in Toronto this 
season. The Rangers stole two points in a 2-1 overtime win on Oct. 18. 
The Leafs turned the tables in a 2-1 win a month later on Nov. 18.  

Campbell has a .941 save percentage against New York this season, but 
Rangers stopper Igor Shesterkin has been better with a .958 save 
percentage against the Leafs. 

"For us, it's trying to make him feel uncomfortable in net and trying to be 
around his eyes, taking away vision if we can," said Marner. "Other than 
that, I mean, I guess we'll see when it comes down to game time. I don't 
want to say anything or give anything away." 

Auston Matthews has fired 11 shots on Shesterkin this season but has 
yet to solve the Russian goalie. If Matthews can put a puck past 
Shesterkin tonight, he will make NHL history. The 24-year-old centre has 
scored in 10 straight road games. The longest single-season streak in 
NHL history is 11 games, which was accomplished by Steve Yzerman 
(1988-89) and Pavel Bure (1993-94).  

"Hopefully it does happen tonight, but we got to make sure we're not 
forcing anything," said Marner. "The great thing, first off, is it's not like 
he's out there just playing selfishly and looking strictly for goals. He's 
doing it the right way. A couple of those goals have been dirty, around 
the net, and hard-working goals and a couple of them have been his pure 
talent of beating the goalie cleanly. It's something remarkable we get to 

watch every day: him practising his shot and getting better every day. 
Hopefully it happens, but I don't think he's too stressed if it doesn't 
happen." 

Marner made it clear he won't be forcing plays to Matthews. He scored 
on Saturday in his return from the COVID protocol and has spoken 
repeatedly about wanting to finish more of his own chances. 

"I want to be a threat out there," Marner said. "I know I can be. I've been 
a goal scorer and I know I have it in me." 

Saturday's strike was Marner's seventh goal of the season in his 27th 
game.  

"It's something I want to make sure I keep going with," Marner continued, 
"being a threat and, whenever I'm called upon, being able to shoot and 
try to score and not trying to look for the extra pass."  

As Matthews goes for history, Marner won't reveal Shesterkin game plan 

Auston Matthews has a chance to make history tonight when the Leafs 
visit the Rangers. The 24-year-old has scored in 10 straight road games 
and, if he lights the lamp at Madison Square Garden, will match Pavel 
Bure and Steve Yzerman for the longest road scoring streak in NHL 
history. Ahead of the contest, Mitch Marner spoke about his linemate's 
scoring prowess, but wouldn't reveal their plan of attack against 
netminder Igor Shesterkin. 

Nick Ritchie is out of COVID protocol and skated with the team this 
morning. He may play on Saturday against the Islanders.  

Holl and Ondrej Kase remain in Arizona where they tested positive last 
week.   
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