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Jaccob Slavin and Adam Fox on the blue line together? It almost happened for the Canes 

By Chip Alexander

Imagine, for a moment, the Carolina Hurricanes with a top 
defensive pairing of Jaccob Slavin and Adam Fox. 

Don Waddell could imagine it. 

The Canes’ president and general manager traded for Fox’s 
rights in 2018, calling him the “one of the premier 
defensemen not in the National Hockey League” and saying 
he was convinced the Canes would sign Fox to an entry-
level contract. 

Fox, the 2021 Norris Trophy winner with the New York 
Rangers, was a part of the mega-trade between the Canes 
and Calgary Flames during the 2018 NHL Draft. Carolina 
sent Elias Lindholm and Noah Hanifin to Calgary for Dougie 
Hamilton, Micheal Ferland and Fox, then a collegiate All-
America defender at Harvard. 

The Canes later traded Fox to the Rangers, but only after a 
contentious negotiating period during which Fox said he was 
considering returning to Harvard for his senior season. 

In the two-plus years since that deal, Fox has developed into 
one of the NHL’s best — as Waddell predicted — a 
playmaking D-man with quickness and creative offensive 
skills. 

Fox, 23, leads the Rangers this season with 42 points in 40 
games entering Friday’s game against the Canes at PNC 
Arena. He had two goals and an assist Wednesday as the 
Rangers rallied from a first-period deficit for a 6-3 win over 
the Toronto Maple Leafs that moved New York (26-10-4) into 
first place in the Metropolitan Division, ahead of the 
Hurricanes (26-8-2). 

“We just have that mentality that we’re never out of a game,” 
Fox said after the game. 

Canes defenseman Brendan Smith was a Rangers 
teammate in Fox’s first two seasons in the league and said 
he was quickly impressed by the right-shot defenseman he 
calls “Foxy.” 

“He came in and he wanted to learn,” Smith said Thursday. 
“It wasn’t like he came in with a chip on his shoulder, or 
came in cocky or any of those aspects. He asked and guys 
helped him out, and he just flourished. 

“I think he had a great mindset coming in and obviously you 
see what he’s done. It’s a testament to how hard he works. 
For me it’s exciting to watch him continue to progress, and I 
think the sky’s the limit when you see the kind of talent he 
brings.” 

Fox well-traveled already 

Calgary drafted Fox in the third round in 2016. Unable to sign 
him, the Flames included him in the Carolina deal, even 
though the prevailing feeling was Fox would not sign with the 

Hurricanes, either, that his plan was to stay at Harvard long 
enough to either force a trade to a team of his choosing — 
the Rangers, for example — or play out his college eligibility 
and become a free agent. 

Fox, then 20, attended Carolina’s prospects development 
camp soon after the 2018 trade and was quizzed by media 
members about his intentions. 

“I’ve never said anything about my plans,” Fox said in an 
interview with The N&O during the camp. “Definitely next 
year I’m going back to school and will take it day by day. For 
me, it’s not that I’ve thought all the way down the road and 
had this whole thing planned out, of what I want to do.” 

That’s what Fox said — then. 

If he did have a plan, it worked. He returned to Harvard for 
his junior season in 2018-19, as he told the Flames and later 
the Canes he would. When the Canes tried to sign him in 
2019, he then said he was considering a return to Harvard 
for a senior season. 

When Fox kept balking at signing, Canes owner Tom 
Dundon said in April 2019 that Carolina would look to deal 
him. Later that month, the Canes did, obtaining two second-
round draft picks from the Rangers in exchange for the rights 
to Fox, a Jericho, N.Y., native who quickly signed his entry-
level pact with New York. 

Early returns 

A solid rookie season for Fox in the 2019-20 season ended 
with the Rangers being swept in three games by the 
Hurricanes in the opening round of the 2020 Stanley Cup 
playoffs in Toronto. He then won the Norris in the condensed 
2021 season with 47 points in 55 games, beating out Cale 
Makar of Colorado in the voting. 

Fox was rewarded by the Rangers with a seven-year 
contract extension worth $66.5 million last November, 
Rangers general manager Chris Drury referring to him as a 
“cornerstone for our organization.” 

In an interesting twist, the Canes signed former Rangers 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo as a free agent this season and 
have often paired him with Slavin. DeAngelo has 28 points in 
29 games for Carolina, missing some games because of 
COVID-19. 

Fox’s quick ascent in the NHL has come as no surprise to 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

“We only had him here at that one development camp and 
you could tell,” Brind’Amour said Thursday. “I remember him 
leaving and saying, ‘This guy is going to be a playmaker. 
He’s going to make stuff happen.’ I don’t think anyone 
envisioned to this level. He’s one of the elite players now.”
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Hurricanes' Martinook enters COVID protocol 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes announced 
forward Jordan Martinook entered COVID protocol on 
Thursday. 

According to NHL rules, if Martinook has tested positive, he 
must quarantine for at least five days before returning to the 
team, which means he will miss Friday's home game against 
the New York Rangers and Saturday's road contest against 
the New Jersey Devils. 

The Hurricanes' have missed Martinook's leadership most of 
the last two months. After going on injured reserve with an 

ankle injury, the team's alternate captain returned for the 
Hurricanes' last two games, which were his first since Dec. 2. 

Martinook joins Martin Necas on the Hurricanes' COVID 
protocol list. Only 7 of the team's 22 NHL regular players 
have not entered COVID protocol yet this season. 

The NHL will stop testing asymptomatic players, coaches 
and staff who are fully vaccinated following the All-Star break 
in early February.

 

Preview: Canes vs. Rangers 

Top two teams in the Metropolitan Division meet for the first 
time this season 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes open their first 
home-and-road back-to-back set of the season tonight, first 
hosting the New York Rangers at PNC Arena. 

When: Friday, January 21, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 26-8-2 (52 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 7-1 Win over the Boston Bruins on 
Tuesday, January 18. 

Rangers Record: 26-10-4 (54 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Rangers Last Game: 6-3 Win over Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Wednesday, January 19. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Former Rangers vs. Current Rangers: The long-awaited 
matchup finally takes place tonight, as six former Rangers 
now take on their former team. Antti Raanta, Brendan Smith, 
Derek Stepan, Tony DeAngelo, Jesper Fast and Brady Skjei 

have all played for New York within the last handful of years 
and will go head-to-head with some of their former 
teammates this evening. 

Battle For The Top Spot: New York enters tonight's matchup 
atop the Metropolitan Division standings with their 54 points. 
Their two-point lead over the Canes also comes with the four 
more games they've played. This evening is the first of four 
times that the two clubs will meet the rest of the year, with 
the other three coming during the span of five weeks 
between March 20 and April 26. 

400 For Fishy: Sebastian Aho is set to play in his 400th NHL 
game tonight. He will become just the fourth player from his 
2015 draft class to reach the number. 

Chipping In From The Back: After both DeAngelo and 
Jaccob Slavin recorded three points each Tuesday night in 
Boston, Canes defensemen have now combined for 36 
points over the team's last nine games. Since December 16 
the unit is averaging four points per night. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Sebastian Aho is set to play in his 400th 
NHL game tonight. Aho is also only two assists shy of 200 
NHL assists. Andrei Svechnikov of two assists shy of 100 for 
his career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
black alternate sweaters tonight. 
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New York takes on Carolina, aims for 4th straight win 

New York Rangers (26-10-4, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (26-8-2, second in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Friday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: New York looks to keep its three-game win 
streak intact when the Rangers take on Carolina. 

The Hurricanes have gone 4-3-0 against division opponents. 
Carolina is second in the Eastern Conference averaging 6.1 
assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.8. 

The Rangers are 6-1-0 against the rest of their division. New 
York averages 9.0 penalty minutes per game, the 10th-most 
in the Eastern Conference. Jacob Trouba leads the team 
serving 59 total minutes. 

The teams match up Friday for the first time this season. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 23 assists and has 39 points this season. Teuvo 

Teravainen has five goals and five assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

Chris Kreider leads the Rangers with 25 goals and has 36 
points. Mika Zibanejad has seven goals and five assists over 
the last 10 games for New York. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 4.2 goals, 
7.8 assists, 3.7 penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game with a .917 save percentage. 

Rangers: 7-3-0, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.5 assists, 3.1 
penalties and 6.5 penalty minutes while allowing 2.1 goals 
per game with a .935 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Antti Raanta: day to day (upper 
body), Martin Necas: out (covid-19). 

Rangers: None listed. 
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Lamborghini vs. Prius: A timeline of Marchand's beef with the Hurricanes 

Magic vs. Bird, Reggie Miller vs. Spike Lee, Kobe vs. Shaq, 
Avery vs. Brodeur... Brad Marchand versus the Carolina 
Hurricanes? The latest hot rivalry in sports isn't one most 
would've seen coming. 

Maybe we shouldn't be surprised. Marchand has always 
been in the mix for some drama, even before he entered the 
NHL, and is infamous for getting under people's skin -- often 
referred to as a "rat." But this season? He's even taking that 
up a notch. 

First, Marchand pushed Artemi Panarin so far off the edge 
that the New York Rangers star whipped his glove at 
Marchand from across the benches (and added fuel to the 
fire with post-game comments, too), then he ripped the 
NHL's decision to disallow NHL players from going to the 
Olympics. 

Now, he's ruthlessly taking shots at any person or team that 
comes after him -- just ask Vincent Trocheck and the 
Hurricanes. Here's a timeline of the Marchand -- Hurricanes 
beef: 

"You saying I'm a rat?" 

Before the Hurricanes played the Boston Bruins on Tuesday, 
Raleigh News & Observer reporter Chip Alexander asked 
Trocheck if he and Marchand had a similar playing style in 
an "agitating kind of way," to which he responded in cheeky 
fashion, throwing shade at the Bruins star. 

"You saying I'm a rat, Chip? You saying I'm a rat?" said 
Trocheck with a grin. 

"Comparing a Lambo to a Prius" 

From Marchand's perspective, being compared to Trocheck 
was insulting enough, save for being laughed about and 
called a rat. 

Through a since-deleted post on Instagram, Marchand said: 
"This is like comparing a Lambo to a Prius," while providing 
screenshots of his career stats vs. Trocheck's. 

Marchand, the Lamborghini, has well over a point per game 
in each of his last six seasons and ranks among the top 
scorers in recent years, whereas Trocheck, the Prius, has 
only reached above 60 points once in his career -- partially 
due to injuries and shortened seasons. 

Nevertheless, a mic drop to end the drama, right? 

Not so fast... 

"L stands for Lamborghini" 

Marchand's post lit a fire under the Hurricanes as they 
proceeded to crush the Bruins 7-1, Trocheck also got the 
best of Marchand in the process. 

As soon as the game ended, Carolina's Twitter team 
snapped back with a jab of their own. 

"You're still the reason we pay 20% in escrow" 

Still, Marchand, up to now, has had the last laugh. 

As part of NHL's CBA, the league pulls back a certain 
amount of money from player contracts to make sure the 
league and the players split revenue 50/50. What Marchand 
called out is that the Hurricanes are the reason players pay 
20 per cent of their salary in escrow, perhaps due to the fact 
that Carolina is not a traditionally thriving hockey market. 

The Lamborghini versus Prius statistical evidence was hard 
to dispute, but in this case Marchand's statement isn't 
completely true. 

Vocal player agent Allan Walsh even gave his two cents, to 
which Marchand quickly dismissed. 

If the Hurricanes' social media team showed us anything with 
the Jesperi Kotkaniemi ordeal, they're relentless, so we can 
expect more drama. Although this time Marchand is proving 
to be a far more worthy challenger than the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

Luckily for hockey fans, the Hurricanes and Bruins play next 
on Feb. 10. 
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Hurricanes and Rangers try to keep lighting the lamp 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers flexed their 
muscles in their last outings by matching their top offensive 
performances of the season. 

Friday night, the Hurricanes and Rangers aim to keep the 
scoreboard operator busy when the Metropolitan Division 
rivals meet in Raleigh, N.C. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored twice as Carolina erupted for five 
goals in the first period en route to a 7-1 thrashing of the 
Boston Bruins on Tuesday. The Hurricanes, who improved to 
11-2-1 in their last 14 games, also netted seven goals in 
beating the Columbus Blue Jackets on New Year's Day. 

Former Ranger Tony DeAngelo set up three goals on 
Tuesday to boost his assist total to 22, one shy of Sebastian 
Aho for the team lead. Fellow defensemen Jaccob Slavin 
also recorded a three-point performance (one goal, two 
assists), while four different forwards registered multi-point 
efforts. 

"Our mindset coming into the game was in the right spot 
from the beginning," said Carolina forward Derek Stepan, 
another former Ranger. "This was one of the good games 
that right from the start, we did a lot of the things we wanted 
to. That's what you need on a consistent basis. Nothing 
changes going into the next one." 

While the Hurricanes enjoyed a strong start, the Rangers 
relished a solid finish in their 6-3 victory over the Toronto 
Maple Leafs on Wednesday. New York scored three times in 
the third period to secure its third straight win and seventh in 
nine games. 

"I was a little worried, to be honest with you," Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. "We came out a little sleepy, obviously. 
Just seems that when you get back from those road trips, for 

whatever reason, the first period is tough. It was a tough 
one." 

The Rangers, who also scored six goals in a win over the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Dec. 7, have ascended to the top of 
the Metropolitan Division. 

"It shows that we can hang with the big boys -- that we are 
one of the big boys," fourth-liner Ryan Reaves said following 
his unlikely two-goal performance. "We've got to keep 
beating the playoff teams, it's something we've talked about. 
But I think we're proving to the league, we're proving to 
ourselves, that we're a contender." 

Chris Kreider scored his team-leading 25th goal and sixth in 
his last seven games on Wednesday. He is third in the 
league in goals and three goals shy of matching his career 
high, set in 2016-17 and equaled in 2018-19. 

Defenseman Adam Fox, who leads the team in assists (35, 
second most in the NHL) and points (42), has scored two 
goals and set up four others during his three-game point 
streak. 

Mika Zibanejad had a pair of assists to extend his point 
streak to six games (three goals, four assists). He has 16 
points (nine goals, seven assists) in his last dozen games. 

Igor Shesterkin likely will get the nod in goal for New York 
after securing a win in nine of his last 10 games. The 26-
year-old Russian turned aside 27 of 29 shots to win his lone 
career encounter against Carolina. 

Carolina will aim to stay hot with Frederik Andersen, who 
posted his 20th win in just 26 games this season on 
Tuesday. The 32-year-old Dane sports a 6-2-3 record in 11 
career meetings with the Rangers. 
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By Matthew Somma   

It’s time for my midseason prospect rankings, which means I 
get to give you all my take on the players in the system and 
you all get to argue about how wrong I am. It’s a fun time for 
everyone, and I’m excited to bring you this list. 

A lot has changed since I wrote my last list, including a few 
signings, some strong performances and some not so strong 
performances. Here’s a quick refresher on the last list that I 
created, which was published right after the draft. 

20. Wall 

19. Nybeck 

18. Nikishin 

17. Makiniemi 

16. Keane 

15. Sellgren 

14. Heimosalmi 

13. Ponomaryov 

12. LaFontaine 

11. Gunler 

10. Anttoni Honka 

9. Ville Koivunen 

8. Pyotr Kochetkov 

7. Scott Morrow 

6. Tuukka Tieksola 

5. Jamieson Rees 

4. Dominik Bokk 

3. Jack Drury 

2. Ryan Suzuki 

1. Seth Jarvis 

Jarvis has since graduated to the NHL, and while he is still 
only 19 years old, I’m not including him on this list. He’s an 
NHL player now, no doubt about it. No other players 
considered for these rankings have aged out, so Jarvis will 
be the only player no longer considered a prospect.  

This was a tough list to create, and I bounced back and forth 
between whether or not to include a handful of players. 
Ultimately, I felt that the list I created was reflective of what I 
had seen in the prospects this season.  

I’ve tried to watch all of the players on this list at least three 
or four times over the course of this season in order to gain a 
better understanding of the player and how they project to 
the NHL. My rankings are an assessment of a player’s NHL 
upside, system fit and likelihood of making it to the NHL. A 
player with lower upside may be ranked higher than one with 
top-six upside based on their likelihood to A) make it to the 
NHL, and B) fit into the Hurricanes’ current system.  

20. Massimo Rizzo, Denver University 

I liked Rizzo in his draft year and thought he had a solid D1 
season afterwards, but injuries were a concern and kept him 
out of a lot of games. His decision to decommit from North 
Dakota and play for Denver University has been fantastic for 
his development, though. Rizzo’s speed and skill with the 
puck have always been strengths of his, but I’ve been 
surprised as to how seamlessly his transition to the NCAA 
has been. There aren’t any doubts in my mind about his 
ability to impact the game on a consistent basis and I’m more 
confident in his NHL upside. Rizzo is playing second line 
minutes as a freshman, albeit a slightly older freshman at 
that. Still, Rizzo could be a prospect to keep an eye on in the 
coming years. R to the Izzo is an interesting part of The 
Blueprint for the Hurricanes. 

A perfect goals on the season for freshman Massimo Rizzo 
as he puts @DU_Hockey in front!#NCHChockey // 
#PioneerTogether pic.twitter.com/D4z7dl1yU2 

— The NCHC (@TheNCHC) January 16, 2022  

19. Kevin Wall, Penn State University 

Prievious Ranking: 20 

Wall has had a strong season for Penn State, albeit a 
streaky one. Penn State is in a bit of a rebuilding state, 
having lost many of their top players in recent years. As a 
result, Wall’s season has been up and down, with times 
where he’ll dominate the competition and times where he’ll 
struggle to make an impact at even strength. I believe in 
Wall, though.  

His skating and shooting are good enough for the NHL, and 
there are some other tools that can be fine tuned once he 
reaches the pros. He can only do so much by himself, 
however, so I see him more as a complementary scorer 
rather than a play driver on his line. Wall needs a fourth year 
in school, that much is clear. He’s struggling against the 
better teams in college hockey and another year at this level 
will be beneficial for his development. 

Kevin Wall (@Canes) with a goal and an assist yesterday for 
@PennStateMHKY.@Chiefs_Hockey of the @GoBCHL 
alumni. #LetsGoCanes https://t.co/dArem9clMR 
pic.twitter.com/SnnPxI3wz4 

— EP Rinkside (@EPRinkside) January 17, 2021  

18. Alexander Pashin, Toros Neftekamsk 

Pashin is incredibly skilled and would thrive in Carolina’s 
system. I believe that he is still a few years away from 
making it to the NHL, but the Hurricanes drafted him much 
later than he should have been drafted. We’re talking about a 
winger that could slot in an NHL top six at some point in his 
career, after all. The biggest questions I have with Pashin 
involve his defensive zone play and his odds of coming to 
North America. It was rumored near the draft that Pashin 
was loyal to his Russian team and that he might not want to 
make the jump overseas. After two years of development 
and no full-time KHL role in sight, I’m wondering how he 
feels about making the jump now. Pashin will need to be 
eased into the pro game in North America but could quickly 
become one of Chicago’s top players once he gets going.  
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Alexander Pashin scores vs Lada.#LetsGoCanes | #VHL 
pic.twitter.com/SrRV8JGqup 

— Dylan Griffing (@GriffingDylan) November 26, 2021  

17. Anttoni Honka, JYP 

Previous Ranking: 10 

I’ve cooled on Honka a bit since the season started. Part of it 
is because I haven’t seen more than marginal improvements 
in his game since the start of the year, but in his defense, 
JYP is one of the worst teams I’ve ever watched. The other 
reason why I’m a little cooler on Honka than I was at the start 
of the season is due to the fact that his deficiencies in the 
defensive zone will be a tough barrier to overcome in this 
system.  

I do like that Honka is the highest scoring player on his team, 
even though he has gone scoreless in five straight games. 
There are moments where Honka’s skill can take over and 
you can see why he warranted a selection in the 2019 draft. 

Doing some work for the prospect rankings, so expect some 
clips in the next day or two. First, here's Anttoni Honka's 
most recent goal. pic.twitter.com/YXuyxYjnnr 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) January 18, 2022  

The pass retrieval and shot placement were both perfect on 
this play, and it ended up being the game winning goal. But 
there are also moments where Honka makes you want to 
scream, such as in this clip. 

But then there are also these moments, which end up 
frustrating me pic.twitter.com/3bR2g6x7B6 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) January 18, 2022  

He doubts himself twice, which allows the attacking forwards 
to pressure him into a turnover. That sort of thing has 
happened less often this season, but these types of plays 
are concerning. Still, Honka’s upside is high enough to 
warrant a spot on this list. The Canes can help mold him into 
an NHL player, it’ll just take time. 

16. Ronan Seeley, Everett Silvertips 

Previous Ranking: Not Ranked 

I’ve always been high on Seeley, but I was hesitant to put 
him on the preseason rankings for two reasons. First, 
Seeley’s sample size from his first post-draft season was 
small, and although he performed well, I would have liked to 
have seen him more. Secondly, I wasn’t entirely sure what 
Seeley’s upside was. He had some raw tools that I liked, but 
I wasn’t able to pinpoint his exact upside. I’m now able to 
and can confidently say that he’ll be an NHL defenseman, 
maybe even one with second pairing upside.  

I’ve followed Seeley closely this season, from the Prospects 
Showcase in Tampa to now, Seeley has consistently 
impressed and has taken a large step forward this season. 
Seeley’s skating has been a consistent asset and his 
offensive game has come to light this season now that he’s 
getting power play time. Seeley still has some work to do 
defensively, but the tools are there. Seventh round picks 
rarely have this much upside and projectable tools. 

Throwback to this absolute gem of a goal from Ronan Seeley 
pic.twitter.com/6AFN2ozb0M 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) January 18, 2022  

I wouldn’t call him an offensive defenseman, even though he 
has the skills to be a solid offensive presence. Seeley has 
more two way upside, but I still love when he makes plays 
like this happen. 

And this absolute dime of a pass from Seeley 
pic.twitter.com/yJSsK1o5oV 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) January 18, 2022  

15. Jesper Sellgren, Chicago Wolves 

Previous Ranking: 15 

Sellgren plays a reliable game with very little panic. He isn’t 
the flashiest defenseman and I don’t believe he’ll ever be an 
offensive contributor, but I have no doubts about his 
defensive game and play in transition. He’s averaging just 
under 20 minutes of ice time per night on a very good 
Chicago team, which shows you how much the Wolves’ staff 
trusts him. Sellgren likely ends up being more of a third 
pairing defenseman at the NHL level, which would be 
tremendous value for a sixth round pick.  

14. Joey Keane 

Previous Ranking: 16 

Keane proved on Saturday that he’s on the verge of carving 
out a full-time role in the NHL. The biggest challenge will be 
outperforming someone on the current roster, though. How 
does Keane fit in with the NHL team in win now mode? Does 
he factor into the Hurricanes’ plans? Honestly, I hope we see 
Keane more in the coming months in order to hopefully get 
an answer to those questions. Keane plays well in all three 
zones and plays a much stronger defensive game than he 
did last season. Keane likely plays a third pairing role with 
the occasional power play minutes if he does make the 
Hurricanes. Keane ranks ahead of Sellgren simply due to the 
fact that he appears closer to making the NHL than Sellgren 
is.  

13. Tuukka Tieksola 

Previous Ranking: 6 

This pains me because I really, really love Tieksola. He sees 
the ice better than most players in Finland and has legitimate 
skill as a top-six forward. The problem is that his slight frame 
and “meh” defensive play are going to make it difficult for 
Tieksola to break into the NHL.  

If he can add some muscle and improve defensively, 
however, there’s a good chance that Tieksola becomes one 
of the Hurricanes’ most electrifying prospects. He’s truly one 
of my favorites to watch because when he’s on his game, 
he’s elite. Hockey sense, skill, speed, you name it, Tieksola 
has it. There’s more to come from him, but it may take a 
move to North America in order for Tieksola to achieve his 
potential. 

Finishing up some other work and had to clip this Tuukka 
Tieksola assist from the other day. Great vision and a perfect 
pass. pic.twitter.com/V94mG2bxw3 
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— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) January 2, 2022  

Look at the precision on his passing and how he knows 
exactly where his teammate will be. It’s a perfectly executed 
pass, one that Tieksola can execute often. 

Tuukka Tieksola scores his ninth goal of the season. #Canes 
pic.twitter.com/BMzUizaVnx 

— Lassi Alanen (@lassialanen) March 30, 2021  

12. Aleksi Heimosalmi 

Previous Ranking: 14 

Heimosalmi has had an interesting season. His Liiga team is 
one of the worst in the league, but it’s not all bad. He’s 
averaging just a tad over 16 minutes of ice time per game 
and playing some solid defensive hockey. Heimosalmi was 
able to prove that he can be a top defenseman in his age 
group during his brief stint at the World Juniors last month, 
quarterbacking Finland’s power play and playing up against 
top lines. I’m a little more confident in Heimosalmi’s upside 
upside than I was when I last published rankings, too. He’s 
poised with the puck and a confident defender, giving the 
Hurricanes yet another solid defensive prospect in the 
pipeline. I’d still give Heimosalmi one more year in Finland 
before he comes over to North America, just so he can work 
on improving his defensive game and play with the puck.  

As an aside, can we kill the term “puck moving 
defenseman?” In the modern NHL, you have to be able to 
move the puck out of your zone and in transition in order to 
keep up. The players that aren’t usually get left behind, 
unless you’re the Edmonton Oilers and you ice an entire 
defense that can’t do much with the puck. Heimosalmi isn’t a 
“puck moving defenseman,” it’s just a part of his game. Look 
at the Hurricanes’ current roster and you’ll see that every 
defenseman on the roster can carry the puck in transition 
and make clean breakout passes most of the time. It’s how 
the modern game is trending and Heimosalmi will be a 
perfect addition. 

Pretty good sequence from Aleksi Heimosalmi in yesterday's 
Liiga preseason game. Uses his mobility on the blueline to 
create room for the shot, aiming for a tip, and then shows 
some physicality to close in on the puck carrier. Also, he 
looked good on the PP in this game. #Canes 
pic.twitter.com/hQcdnhtJJZ 

— Finnish Jr Hockey (@FINjrhockey) August 10, 2021  

Then there’s this clip that involves Heimosalmi disrespecting 
a Russian player with a toe drag. 

That footwork from Aleksi Heimosalmi  
 
The Finns make it a one goal game with Ville Koivunen 
(#2021NHLDraft) putting away the 
rebound.https://t.co/xGStQ3VVYE 
pic.twitter.com/mW1JJ6tSpI 

— Elite Prospects (@eliteprospects) April 27, 2021  

11. Vasiliy Ponomaryov 

Previous Ranking: 13 

A bit of a trend with my recent picks is that they’ve all moved 
up two spots with Jarvis graduating and Bokk falling from 
grace a bit. You could make an argument to put Ponomaryov 
higher on this list and I wouldn’t disagree with you, but I 
found it difficult to put him ahead of some of the players with 
higher upside in our system. Ponomaryov projects to be an 
NHL player and a good one at that, given his fantastic work 
ethic and strength in all three zones. I don’t see him being 
more than a middle six piece, though, and I haven’t seen 
enough of him in the offensive zone to make me believe that 
he’ll be a top producer. Where Ponomaryov exceeds is in 
creating space for his teammates.  

He’ll draw attention and make a pass to an open teammate, 
battle for positioning in front of the net, and bulldoze through 
the offensive zone so that his teammates have better 
shooting and passing lanes. Russia did not have a good 
game against Sweden at the World Juniors, but I thought 
that Ponomaryov did a great job of creating space for players 
like Pashin so that he could generate some scoring chances. 
Here’s an example of how effective Ponomaryov can be 
when he’s on his game.  

Ponomaryov occasionally has these assists where he fools 
the entire team. It's a thing of beauty. 
pic.twitter.com/bfipTxilEm 

— Canes Prospects (@CanesProspects) January 20, 2022  

The offensive part of Ponomaryov’s game could come once 
he gets to the AHL. He was a defensive center for 
Shawinigan in the QMJHL and hasn’t seen as much time as 
he should be getting in the KHL. There have been flashes of 
brilliance in his game and times where he stands out as an 
elite presence, but for the most part, he’s a steady player 
that you can rely on.  

Ponomaryov will fit into Rod Brind’Amour’s system better 
than some of the other forwards in our pipeline due to his 
work ethic and strong defensive play. It’s why I see 
Ponomaryov as more of a third line player than a second line 
player, but that opinion could change once I see how he 
looks in the AHL. 

Honorable Mentions 

There were four players that I considered for these rankings 
but ultimately decided to leave off for one reason or another.  

Jackson Blake - Blake is the first player to reach 50 points in 
the USHL this season and has been on fire for Chicago. He’s 
one of the more skilled players in the system when the puck 
is on his stick, but the rest of his game is still pretty raw. 
Blake is having a promising start, but I feel that I need to see 
what he can do in the NCAA before I rank him. 

Domenick Fensore - Fensore is so, so talented and smart. 
The issues that I have with his game are still on the 
defensive side of the puck and whether or not his size will be 
a barrier to success at the NHL level. Like Wall, Fensore 
needs another year of college before I’d consider signing 
him. Any improvements in the defensive zone will help ease 
my mind about his chances of NHL success. 

Nikita Guslistov - Guslistov has surprised me this season as 
being one of the better U21 scorers in the KHL. He’s playing 
on a good team and seeing time on both the power play and 
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penalty kill, a rare feat for a young Russian player. 
Guslistov’s defensive game is better than I expected and I’ve 
talked to people who are high on him.  

Joel Nystrom - Nystrom has also been a pleasant surprise 
and one of the better U21 defensemen in the SHL this 
season. Nystrom’s offensive game has developed nicely in 
his second SHL season and although I don’t think he’ll ever 
be a top point producer, he’s showing more promise on that 
side of the puck. Nystrom’s defensive game is solid and 
there’s NHL potential. 

Once again, this was a difficult list to nail down. Guys like 
Patrik Hamrla, Patrik Puistola, Justin Robidas and Zion 
Nybeck were all considered as well, meaning we could have 
had close to 30 ranked prospects. This is by far one of the 
deepest pipelines in the entire NHL and will only continue to 
get deeper this offseason. Even without their first and third 
round picks in the 2022 NHL Draft, the Hurricanes are poised 
to add more talent to a system that has consistently 
produced NHL talent for the past decade.  

 

 

Canes announce eight rescheduled games for February 

By Alec Sawyer   

The NHL announced what it called a “comprehensive 
update” to this year’s schedule Wednesday, rescheduling 98 
previously postponed games while changing the date for 23 
more.  

For the Hurricanes, seven games that had been postponed 
and one game later in the season were rescheduled for the 

month of February, which had previously been mostly vacant 
for an Olympic break.  

Here is a full list of those rescheduled games, with all but two 
being on the road: 

Seven of these games were previously postponed games, 
while the Feb. 20 meeting with the Penguins is a game 
moved from April 29.

 

 

Wolves honoring health care workers with free tickets here 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they are offering 
two free tickets to all Chicago-area health care workers to 
express the organization’s gratitude for these heroes’ 
limitless dedication to protecting everyone’s health 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The ticket offer stands for any of the next three Wolves home 
games at Allstate Arena: Wednesday, Jan. 26, versus the 
Texas Stars; Friday, Jan. 28, against the Grand Rapids 
Griffins; and Saturday, Jan. 29, versus the Rockford 
IceHogs. Each game starts at 7 p.m. 

It’s a simple process to request free tickets: Click here and fill 
out the brief form. The deadline to apply is 12 p.m. on Friday, 
Jan. 28. 

This offer is particularly timely because the Wolves will wear 
specially commissioned Healthcare Heroes jerseys, 
presented by Turtle Wax, during the Jan. 28-29 games. All of 
the jerseys will be auctioned and raffled to benefit Chicago 

Wolves Charities and three local healthcare-related charities: 
the Illinois Association of Student Nurses, the Chicago 
chapter of the National Black Nurses Association and the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness of Illinois. 

To learn more how to win one of the Wolves’ game-worn, 
autographed Healthcare Heroes jerseys via blind auction, 
silent auction or the Golden Ticket Raffle, click here. 

The four-time league champion Wolves, who own the AHL’s 
best record at 24-6-2-1, travel to face the Manitoba Moose at 
2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Then Chicago returns to 
Allstate Arena for a three-game homestand Jan. 26-29, 
which features the Chicago Mid-Winter Classic, presented by 
Planet Fitness, on Jan. 29 against Rockford. The first 5,000 
fans receive a Wolves Rally Towel. For more information, 
contact a Wolves ticket representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Tony DeAngelo thriving in quiet life with Hurricanes after dramatic Rangers exit  

By Larry Brooks  

RALEIGH, N.C. — It’s been a minute since the Rangers and 
Tony DeAngelo shared a sheet of ice, but when the 
Blueshirts take on the ’Canes here Friday night in their next 
challenge, No. 77 will be on the other side. 

He will be the one thriving after a year of enforced idleness 
that followed, well, come on, you know the story by now. 
Outburst(s). A post-game encounter with a teammate 
following a final warning. Waivers. Exile. Buyout. 

And a new start away from the bright lights of Broadway. 

“It’s going really well for me here,” DeAngelo, who signed a 
one-year free-agent deal for $1 million with Carolina 
following the buyout, told The Post this week. “I was a little 
rusty in training camp, though, I came back and it was, ‘Holy 
blank, I didn’t know I was out this long.’ So it took me a little 
bit to get going. 

“But there are so many good players here and the pace has 
been so high from the start that I was able to get comfortable 
pretty early. It’s been real smooth. We started off 9-0 and it 
doesn’t get better than that.” 

DeAngelo opened the season paired with Ian Cole. Now, he 
partners primarily with Jaccob Slavin. 

“[Slavin is] a beast. I’ve never seen anyone in my life play 
defense like him, so it’s been perfect for me,” said DeAngelo, 
who has recorded 28 points (6-22) in 29 games and has 
been on for 32 goals for and just 14 against at five-on-five. 
“We complement each other. It’s been a perfect start. I 
couldn’t ask for anything better after a year off.” 

The noise around DeAngelo has dissipated. He no longer 
presents himself as a lightning rod. At 26, the defenseman 
with a history of hot takes seeks medium cool. 

“I talked to Carolina a lot before I signed,” said DeAngelo, 
citing owner Tom Dundon, GM Don Waddell and coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “There was no BS. We talked about everything 
at length, going back to junior. They knew what they were 
getting and were comfortable with me. 

“I told them I was done with social media. There was some 
stuff on social media that I probably shouldn’t have put out 
there, but I was never looking to be hurtful to anybody, but it 
was always spun in ways that I didn’t intend, racism which I 
never alluded to. So you know what, I’m done with it. 

“I’m just going private on Instagram or whatever. No hot 
takes. Now I just post a picture here and there, and it’s been 

much nicer,” said DeAngelo, whose transition has been 
aided by teaming again with former New York teammates 
Brady Skjei, Jesper Fast and Brendan Smith. “I don’t get 
anybody calling me after a tweet. I just mind my own 
business. We just want to win here. That’s the goal. Nobody 
cares, nobody wants to hear about this and that. I know New 
York is a much different market and I probably played right 
into it but it’s been nice to be off and not have to worry about 
the noise.” 

DeAngelo had nothing but praise for the life experience of 
playing for the Rangers. If there is regret over some of his 
behavior in New York, the Jersey native regrets being placed 
on waivers by then general manager Jeff Gorton following 
his postgame contretemps with Alex Georgiev on Jan. 30, 
2021. 

“Things had gotten so good that it’s terrible, really, the way 
things fell apart there at the end,” said DeAngelo, who had 
53 points (18-35) in 2019-20 that led to a two-year, $9.6 
million contract. “It’s a great honor to play for the Rangers 
and to play at Madison Square Garden, I talk about it all the 
time to these guys to the point where [teammate Vincent] 
Trocheck makes fun of me because of all the stories I tell 
about New York. 

“I would never talk bad about the organization because of the 
way they treat people, players, their families. I’m sure there 
is regret on both sides. There is on my side, for sure. I know 
they didn’t want to put me on waivers. It wasn’t just, ‘Tony is 
going to get put on waivers.’ But I did disagree with the way 
that was handled. 

“That’s one thing I would never be shy to say that bugged 
me,” said DeAngelo. “Because of my reputation, just being 
let go like that painted a light on me that created the situation 
where no one would take me. I thought that trying to trade 
would have been the right thing to do instead of it turning into 
a fiasco where there were false stories written about me and 
all kinds of things that didn’t need to be there.” 

That, though, is in the rearview, much as the traffic to the 
tunnel to Manhattan from his place in Hoboken. DeAngelo is 
thriving these days even if you don’t hear so much about 
him. Or perhaps that’s because you don’t hear so much from 
him. 

Low Maintenance Tony. 

“But maybe it has all worked out for the best,” said 
DeAngelo. “Because without that, I wouldn’t be in Carolina.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257558033.html 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-martinook-enters-covid-protocol/20087820/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-rangers/c-329952838 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-teuvo-teravainen-853c374c45634a7a920eb91979829a0c 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/lamborghini-vs-prius-timeline-marchands-beef-hurricanes/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-and-rangers-try-to-keep-lighting-the-lamp/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/19/22891929/canes-announce-eight-rescheduled-games-for-february 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/20/22889311/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospect-rankings-january 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/20/wolves-honoring-health-care-workers-with-free-tickets-here/ 
https://nypost.com/2022/01/20/tony-deangelo-thriving-in-quiet-life-with-hurricanes-after-dramatic-rangers-exit/ 
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First Montreal, now Bruins’ Brad Marchand? Canes at it again on social 
media 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It all began, innocently enough, with a media question to Vincent 
Trocheck after the Carolina Hurricanes’ morning skate Tuesday in 
Boston: 

“Would it be a stretch to say that your playing style and Brad Marchand’s 
playing style are kind of similar, in an agitating kind of way? Seems like 
you guys are in the middle of everything when you’re on the ice.” 

To which Trocheck replied, “You saying I’m a rat?” 

Not hearing an answer, he added, “Yeah, that’s fair.” 

And with that, the fuse was lit. Social media was soon aflame. 

Marchand, the Boston Bruins’ skillful but often antagonistic forward, has 
been called “The Rat” because of his pugnacious play and attitude. He 
apparently also lurks online with a keen eye. 

Marchand, on an Instagram post, took a shot Tuesday at Trocheck, 
saying, “This is like comparing a Lambo to a Prius.” He also posted a 
side-by-side comparison of his career statistics with Trocheck’s from 
hockeyDB.com. 

And then the Canes won the game, 7-1. 

The Canes’ social media team had a lot of fun with that, posting the 
score and noting the “L” for the Bruins stood for Lamborghini. 

The Canes posted a video clip of Trocheck knocking Marchand down 
with a clean hit at the Carolina blue line, tweeting: “Never seen a Prius 
total a Lambo before.” 

Trocheck would have five of Carolina’s 26 hits in the game and the 
center was his usual pest in the Boston zone and around the net. 
Marchand had two shots in almost 17 minutes of ice time as no one from 
the Bruins played very well. 

But Marchand wasn’t through with his play on the social media front. 
Seeing the Hurricanes’ “L stands for Lamborghini” tweet, he retorted 
Wednesday with a tweet, “You’re still the reason we play 20% in escrow,” 
an assertion about the Hurricanes’ revenues. That set off Twitter again. 

Marchand doesn’t have access to the Canes’ financial records, of course, 
but escrow is a sore subject with the players. Twenty percent was 
withheld from their salaries in the 2020-21 pandemic season to assure 
the 50-50 split of total hockey-related revenues with the NHL. 

That’s it for now. The Canes now have waged social media war with the 
Montreal Canadiens and the Bruins this season. The Canadiens flap, of 
course, came when the Canes made a successful offer sheet to Habs 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Kotkaniemi, that is, who scored twice Tuesday for the Canes against the 
Bruins. 

By the way, the Canes and Bruins play again in Boston on Feb. 10 after 
the NHL’s rescheduling of postponed games — time to start up the 
social-media engines again. 
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Rangers' Dryden Hunt expected to return against Hurricanes 

 

Mollie Walker 1/20/2022 

 

Dryden Hunt skated on the second line alongside Artemi Panarin and 
Ryan Strome during practice Thursday ahead of the Rangers’ much-
anticipated matchup with the Hurricanes in Carolina. 

Though Gerard Gallant said the Rangers’ lineup isn’t set in stone, it did 
sound like the coach was leaning toward bumping Hunt back up to the 
top six. 

“He’s an aggressive guy, he skates, works hard, competes hard,” Gallant 
said of Hunt, who was recently activated off injured reserve after missing 
four games with an undisclosed upper-body injury. “I like what he’s done 
there, for the most part. If he plays there [Friday] night, we want some 
jump from him again.” 

Despite participating in practice in the days prior, Hunt was scratched for 
the Rangers’ 6-3 win over the Maple Leafs on Wednesday night. After 
the game, Gallant confirmed Hunt was ready to go, meaning it was just a 
lineup decision. 

The Rangers surely want to get Hunt back to bring some more consistent 
forechecking and grinding play into the lineup to combat the Hurricanes. 
Though Gallant said he doesn’t make lineup decisions based on 
opponents, Carolina’s style of play certainly calls for the Rangers to roll 
with the grittier version of their squad. 

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

If Hunt moves to the right wing of the second unit, that would bump Filip 
Chytil down to the third line. During practice Thursday, Chytil was part of 
a rotating third line that also featured Alexis Lafreniere, Barclay Goodrow 
and Julien Gauthier. It’s possible Gallant wants to see more of Chytil on 
the wing, which means Goodrow would likely center the third line. 

As a result, Gauthier will likely be in street clothes. It’s hard to imagine 
Gallant breaking up the fourth line of Greg McKegg, Kevin Rooney and 
Ryan Reaves after their performance in Wednesday’s win. 

“I’m not sure what we’re doing right now,” Gallant said. “That was for 
practice today and on the plane ride, we may change something 
different. I mean, we’ll see what tonight brings.” 

Friday will mark the halfway-point in the season for the Rangers, who are 
tied for second in the NHL in wins (26) and third in points (56) entering 
the matchup with the Canes. A win would give the Rangers their most 
points at the halfway mark since the 2011-12 season and the second 
most in franchise history. 

After facing the Hurricanes, the Rangers welcome the Coyotes to 
Madison Square Garden on Saturday for their eighth back-to-back 
matchup of the season. The Rangers are 4-2-1 in the first game and 4-2-
1 in the second half of back-to-back contests. 

The Rangers recalled forwards Jonny Brodzinski and Tim Gettinger, as 
well as defenseman Zac Jones to the taxi squad on Thursday. 
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Rangers seek statement win over Hurricanes, tighter grip on division lead 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Rangers venture to Carolina on Friday with so much more than just 
first place in the Metropolitan Division on the line. 

A win would not only maintain the Blueshirts’ solo position atop the 
division, but it would reverberate around the NHL and silence anybody 
who has written off their success on Broadway this season. To say it 
would be a statement victory would be an understatement. 

For a team that has strived all season to prove — to itself and the rest of 
the league — that it can hang with legitimate Stanley Cup contenders, 
the Rangers have the opportunity to do just that when they take the ice at 
PNC Arena on Friday. The Hurricanes qualified for the playoffs each of 
the last three seasons, getting as far as the conference finals in 2018-19, 
and have established themselves as one of the fastest and hardest 
forechecking clubs in the NHL. 

Asked how much he’s thinking about the standings heading into the 
game, Rangers coach Gerard Gallant didn’t mince words. 

“Not at all, to be totally honest with you,” he said Thursday after practice 
at MSG Training Center. “Obviously, we know the standings are real 
close in the top of our division. But it’s just another game, big two points 
and playing against a real good team. I mean, arguably the best team in 
the league right now. So we’ve got to play our best, we got to be ready to 
play and we know what the challenge we’re facing with a team like that.” 

It’s been nearly a year and a half since the Rangers and Hurricanes last 
squared off, because the teams were in different divisions during the 
truncated 2020-21 season that featured only intradivision play. The 
Rangers haven’t seen the Hurricanes since Carolina hung 11 total goals 
on them and cruised to a three-game sweep in the qualifying round of the 
2020 bubble playoffs. 

There’s no doubt that series left a bad taste in the Rangers’ mouths. But 
that was then, and this is a different Rangers team — or so they’d like to 
validate. Still, no matter how much time has passed, the Rangers aren’t 
letting the past dictate how they approach this game. 

“I didn’t even know that, it seems like so long ago,” defenseman Jacob 
Trouba said of facing the Hurricanes for the first time since August 2020. 
“For me, no not really [I don’t think about the qualifying-round sweep]. I 
think it’s just still plucking along at the season, I mean, we’re basically at 
the halfway mark. So I don’t think there’s a whole lot of backstory to it.” 

Carolina has won five of its last seven games, including the most recent 
7-1 drubbing of the Bruins on Tuesday. Tied with the Rangers in wins 
(26), the Hurricanes enter Friday’s contest just two points shy of the top 
seed in the Metro. 

Following the Rangers’ come-from-behind victory over the Maple Leafs 
on Wednesday, Gallant said he believes the fashion in which his team 
defeated Toronto will certainly pad its confidence heading into Friday’s 
game. 

“I think it doesn’t matter who we’re playing,” Gallant said. “I think the 
confidence comes from coming from behind, playing the way we played, 
scored five straight goals. … I think it’s good for our team, not just 
because it was against Toronto — I don’t care what team it’s against — 
but it was a big win for us.” 

There will be more than a few familiar faces in Carolina, which has 
become a landing spot for former Rangers. Trouba said it’ll be “unique” to 
see former teammates Brady Skjei, Tony DeAngelo, Jesper Fast and 
Brendan Smith don the red, white and black. Former Blueshirts Antti 
Raanta and Derek Stepan also play for the Hurricanes. 

“It’s a big challenge, I think we really feel like we’ve grown as a team and 
we’re ready to take that next step,” Kevin Rooney said. “And in order to 
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take those next steps, we got to beat the top teams. Just like that other 
night [against the Maple Leafs], going out and playing in a tough building. 
I think a lot of the guys are excited for the challenge.” 
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'Up In The Blue Seats' Podcast Episode 73: Ryan Reaves' Rangers 
Moment feat. Chris Kotsopoulos 

 

Jake Brown 

 

Pump those fists! 

With DJ Pauly D beating that beat up at Madison Square Garden on 
Wednesday night, Ryan Reaves and the Rangers decided to join in on 
the party. After not scoring all season, Reaves put two goals in the back 
of the net to propel the Blueshirts to a thrilling 6-3 comeback win over the 
Maple Leafs. 

Perfect timing for a brand new episode of the “Up In The Blue Seats” 
podcast with Ron Duguay and Mollie Walker.  The Post’s Hall of Fame 
hockey columnist Larry Brooks dropped by to talk about Chris Kreider’s 
tremendous season. Former Rangers and Maple Leafs defenseman 
Chris Kotsopoulos also joined the show. 

Up In The Blue Seats Podcast with Ron, Mollie & Jake: 

RYAN REAVES/BIG WIN: First two goals as a Ranger. He is a quote 
machine after games. Always has interesting things to say and keeps it 
real. That was an impressive win over a good Maple Leafs team. Braden 
Schneider continues to dazzle for the Blueshirts. 

PARTY TIME: DJ Pauly D turned MSG into a party Wednesday. Rangers 
have had various DJs at home games this year, making it a fun 
experience. 

Larry Brooks Interview: 

 The Post’s Hall of Fame hockey columnist 

BUCHNEVICH: Rangers won’t try and re-acquire Pavel Buchnevich. 

KREIDER: Will finally hit 30 goals this season. Huge part of this team. 
Scoring has changed in the NHL from 1980s to what it is today. 

CHYTIL: Filip Chytil switch to the wing has been a success. 

Chris Kotsopoulos Interview: 

Former Rangers, Maple Leafs defenseman 

GERARD GALLANT: He coaches as he used to play. He lets the players 
play. 

DEFENSE: Rangers could use another defenseman or two. 

FIGHTS WITH RON: Kotsie tells the hilarious story of the time he almost 
fought Ron on the ice and Ron protecting his face after signing a 
modeling deal. 
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Tony DeAngelo thriving in quiet life with Hurricanes after dramatic 
Rangers exit 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — It’s been a minute since the Rangers and Tony 
DeAngelo shared a sheet of ice, but when the Blueshirts take on the 
’Canes here Friday night in their next challenge, No. 77 will be on the 
other side. 

He will be the one thriving after a year of enforced idleness that followed, 
well, come on, you know the story by now. Outburst(s). A post-game 
encounter with a teammate following a final warning. Waivers. Exile. 
Buyout. 

And a new start away from the bright lights of Broadway. 

“It’s going really well for me here,” DeAngelo, who signed a one-year 
free-agent deal for $1 million with Carolina following the buyout, told The 
Post this week. “I was a little rusty in training camp, though, I came back 
and it was, ‘Holy blank, I didn’t know I was out this long.’ So it took me a 
little bit to get going. 

“But there are so many good players here and the pace has been so high 
from the start that I was able to get comfortable pretty early. It’s been real 
smooth. We started off 9-0 and it doesn’t get better than that.” 

DeAngelo opened the season paired with Ian Cole. Now, he partners 
primarily with Jaccob Slavin. 

“[Slavin is] a beast. I’ve never seen anyone in my life play defense like 
him, so it’s been perfect for me,” said DeAngelo, who has recorded 28 
points (6-22) in 29 games and has been on for 32 goals for and just 14 
against at five-on-five. “We complement each other. It’s been a perfect 
start. I couldn’t ask for anything better after a year off.” 

The noise around DeAngelo has dissipated. He no longer presents 
himself as a lightning rod. At 26, the defenseman with a history of hot 
takes seeks medium cool. 

“I talked to Carolina a lot before I signed,” said DeAngelo, citing owner 
Tom Dundon, GM Don Waddell and coach Rod Brind’Amour. “There was 
no BS. We talked about everything at length, going back to junior. They 
knew what they were getting and were comfortable with me. 

“I told them I was done with social media. There was some stuff on social 
media that I probably shouldn’t have put out there, but I was never 
looking to be hurtful to anybody, but it was always spun in ways that I 
didn’t intend, racism which I never alluded to. So you know what, I’m 
done with it. 

“I’m just going private on Instagram or whatever. No hot takes. Now I just 
post a picture here and there, and it’s been much nicer,” said DeAngelo, 
whose transition has been aided by teaming again with former New York 
teammates Brady Skjei, Jesper Fast and Brendan Smith. “I don’t get 
anybody calling me after a tweet. I just mind my own business. We just 
want to win here. That’s the goal. Nobody cares, nobody wants to hear 
about this and that. I know New York is a much different market and I 
probably played right into it but it’s been nice to be off and not have to 
worry about the noise.” 

DeAngelo had nothing but praise for the life experience of playing for the 
Rangers. If there is regret over some of his behavior in New York, the 
Jersey native regrets being placed on waivers by then general manager 
Jeff Gorton following his postgame contretemps with Alex Georgiev on 
Jan. 30, 2021. 

“Things had gotten so good that it’s terrible, really, the way things fell 
apart there at the end,” said DeAngelo, who had 53 points (18-35) in 
2019-20 that led to a two-year, $9.6 million contract. “It’s a great honor to 
play for the Rangers and to play at Madison Square Garden, I talk about 
it all the time to these guys to the point where [teammate Vincent] 
Trocheck makes fun of me because of all the stories I tell about New 
York. 
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“I would never talk bad about the organization because of the way they 
treat people, players, their families. I’m sure there is regret on both sides. 
There is on my side, for sure. I know they didn’t want to put me on 
waivers. It wasn’t just, ‘Tony is going to get put on waivers.’ But I did 
disagree with the way that was handled. 

“That’s one thing I would never be shy to say that bugged me,” said 
DeAngelo. “Because of my reputation, just being let go like that painted a 
light on me that created the situation where no one would take me. I 
thought that trying to trade would have been the right thing to do instead 
of it turning into a fiasco where there were false stories written about me 
and all kinds of things that didn’t need to be there.” 

That, though, is in the rearview, much as the traffic to the tunnel to 
Manhattan from his place in Hoboken. DeAngelo is thriving these days 
even if you don’t hear so much about him. Or perhaps that’s because you 
don’t hear so much from him. 

Low Maintenance Tony. 

“But maybe it has all worked out for the best,” said DeAngelo. “Because 
without that, I wouldn’t be in Carolina.” 
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NY Rangers midseason report: 3 things we've learned and 3 lingering 
questions 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

 

Wednesday's 6-3 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs marked game No. 40 
for the New York Rangers, which just about brings us to the midway point 
of the 2021-22 season. 

The comeback effort highlighted what has been a thrilling (and 
surprising) first half for the Blueshirts, who came into the season aiming 
for the playoffs but have largely exceeded expectations. Their impressive 
26-10-4 record has them sitting in first place in the Metro Division 
entering Friday's showdown in Carolina against the second-place 
Hurricanes, setting up arguably the biggest game of the year to this point. 

TAKEAWAYS: Rangers overcome slow start for comeback win 

LINEUP: Another chance 'to prove ourselves' begins this week 

As we get set for the final 42 games, let's take a look at what the 
Rangers have accomplished and where they could be heading. In order 
to do so, we've come up with three things we've learned about this year's 
squad and three lingering questions that could shape the second half of 
the season. 

3 things we've learned 

Goaltending is their 'backbone' 

In one of his truest statements of the season, head coach Gerard Gallant 
referred to the Rangers’ goaltending as “the backbone of our club.” 

No one would argue with that. 

Igor Shesterkin has been the headliner after putting together a Vezina 
Trophy-worthy first half. He missed eight games in December with a 
lower-body injury, but when healthy, Gallant hasn’t been shy about 
leaning heavily on the 26-year-old. And, boy, has he responded. 

Through 24 appearances, he’s 18-4-2 with a .938 save percentage that 
leads all goalies who have played at least 10 games, while his 2.03 goals 
against average ranks second to Carolina’s Frederick Andersen. 

A deeper dive into the numbers paints an even rosier picture. Shesterkin 
leads the NHL in Goals Saved Above Average (19.7) and Goals Saved 
Above Expectation (20.31), according to Evolving Hockey, which 
provides context for how well he's performed given his workload and the 
quality of the scoring chances he's facing. 

In the most difficult situations — breakaways, odd-man rushes, shots 
from the slot or net front — he's been at his best, with his .874 SV% 
against high-danger scoring chances at five-on-five also tops in the 
league, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

"With how well he moves and scrambles, it's allowing him to really trust 
his instincts and use his patience as an asset," former Rangers goalie 
and current MSG analyst Stephen Valiquette told lohud.com, part of the 
USA TODAY Network. "The game looks slower for him." 

With Shesterkin performing at such a high level — and backup Alexandar 
Georgiev rebounding from a slow start to provide a reliable backup — 
goaltending has become the Rangers' clear strength. 

There's no greater X-factor in a playoff series, which should give them a 
puncher's chance against any opponent. 

Star power is in place 

Whether it’s Shesterkin entering the conversation as one of the NHL’s 
best goalies, Adam Fox threatening to repeat as the Norris Trophy 
winner, or a trio of forwards who can match up with just about any in the 
league, the Rangers have the high-end talent needed to carry them into 
the playoffs. 

We just went over Shesterkin's Vezina-worthy first half, but Fox has been 
right there with him as far as award consideration. If you're picking a 
team MVP through 40 games, it would have to be one of those two. 

Fox was one point behind Tampa's Victor Hedman for most points by a 
defenseman entering play on Thursday, but they're basically neck-and-
neck when you consider that Fox has played one fewer game. He leads 
the team with 42 points (seven goals and 35 assists) and could become 
the first defenseman to lead the Rangers in points since Brian Leetch in 
2000-01. 

While the 23-year-old makes dazzling offensive plays on a nightly basis, 
his overall usage shows how valuable he is for the Rangers in all 
situations. He leads the team with an average of 24:40 time on ice per 
game, which includes big minutes on the power play and penalty kill. His 
52.51% xGF also leads the team, while his 2.26 xGA/60 ranks second to 
partner Ryan Lindgren. 

Up front, Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin and Mika Zibanejad are leading 
the charge, with Ryan Strome also deserving of a nod. Having Kreider 
and Zibanejad on one line with Panarin and Strome on the other gives 
the Rangers a balanced top six, with the chemistry between each pair 
blossoming in past three seasons. 

Kreider, in particular, was named an all-star last week and is having the 
best season of his career. He scored his 25th goal on Wednesday, which 
tied him with Toronto's Auston Matthews for third in the league. He's 
been the Rangers' most consistent forward, including stepping up to play 
in more defensive situations and on the PK. 

Meanwhile, Panarin and Zibanejad continue to be the most dynamic 
presences in the lineup. The former leads all Rangers' forwards with 40 
points (10 goals and 30 assists) in 35 games played, while the latter has 
posted 37 (14 goals and 23 assists). Zibanejad has been especially hot 
of late with a six-game point streak and 16 points in his last 12 games. 

With that core in place, the Rangers have the firepower to compete with 
just about any team in the league on any given night — and, as we've 
seen, overcome just about any in-game deficit. 

Gerard Gallant + added grit have had desired effect 
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Prior to the start of the season, we openly wondered if team president 
Chris Drury’s offseason moves aimed at making the Rangers tougher 
would make them better. 

You can debate how much the added grit has to do with their place in the 
standings, but you can’t argue that the Rangers are improved from last 
season. And there's little doubt that the battle-tested veterans they 
signed, particularly Barclay Goodrow and Ryan Reaves, have had a 
positive influence on the younger players and fostered a winning 
mentality. 

"We brought in a lot of guys with experience who could handle the room 
and calm everyone down when things are a little bit flustered," Fox said 
following Wednesday's resilient win. 

Earlier this season, Fox remarked how Reaves makes "everyone puff 
their chest out a little more and feel a little safer." As a result, the 
Rangers have been willing to stand up to opponents who previously 
pushed them around — not necessarily by dropping the gloves, but by 
playing with more confidence and physicality. 

Most of the skill players remain in place, but Drury's desire for "clearly 
defined roles" had merit. It's created balance and purpose throughout the 
lineup, which was evident when the fourth line led the charge in the most 
recent comeback win over the Maple Leafs. Goodrow, Reaves and 
Dryden Hunt have brought in-your-face, forechecking presences, as did 
Sammy Blais before tearing his ACL in November. 

The other part of the equation is Gallant, who deserves his share of 
credit for the turnaround. He brings an old-school approach and doesn't 
seem to over-complicate or meddle too much, putting ownership on the 
players to police themselves while creating a loose atmosphere. He 
allows them to make mistakes and protects them in his interactions with 
the media, asking only for them to play hard, fast and physical in return. 
So far, they've bought in. 

3 lingering questions 

How will they solve the top-six puzzle? 

While the Kreider-Zibanejad and Panarin-Strome combos are the pillars 
of the Rangers' top-six forwards, finding the right fit as the third member 
for each line is an ongoing dilemma. 

Kaapo Kakko has settled into the right-wing spot next to Kreider and 
Zibanejad, playing 22 consecutive games there dating back to Nov. 24. 
He hasn't been able to replace the production of Pavel Buchnevich, who 
was traded to the St. Louis Blues over the summer after being a constant 
on that line for years, with just nine points (two goals and seven assists) 
since joining the top line. But he remains the best option at RW, with a 
51.95% xGF that ranks tops among Rangers' forwards and suggests he's 
making positive contributions that don't always show up on the stat sheet. 

Whether Kakko is best-suited for the first or second line is less of a 
concern than figuring out who the other top-six right-winger should be. 
Gallant has tried five different players there — Blais, Goodrow, Alexis 
Lafrenière, Filip Chytil and Dryden Hunt — with none securing the role. 

Lafrenière feels like the obvious choice, but there's been hesitancy to 
move him away from his natural left-wing position. It's unclear if that's 
based on his own personal preference, or if Gallant is reluctant to push 
him out of his comfort zone. Regardless, making the switch may be the 
only way for the former No. 1 overall pick to cement his place in the top 
six. 

Heading into Friday's game in Carolina, it appears that Gallant is set to 
give Hunt another look next to Panarin and Strome. But ultimately, the 
only way for the Rangers to fill the Buchnevich-sized hole in the lineup 
may be to use their assets and available salary cap space to acquire a 
rental prior to the March 21 trade deadline. 

Where's the secondary scoring? 

Fox, Panarin, Zibanejad, Kreider and Strome have each registered 30 
points or more this season, but there's a major drop-off after those five. 

Who's No. 6, you ask? Defenseman Jacob Trouba with 18 points. 

In order for the Rangers to take the next step, they're going to need to 
improve their secondary scoring. A trade would certainly help, but the 
onus is on a trio of former first-round picks to pick up the slack. 

The three we're referring to, of course, are Kakko, Lafrenière and Chytil. 
Until they start reaching their scoring potential, the Rangers' upside will 
be limited. 

Kakko leads the youngsters with a modest total of 14 points through the 
first 40 games, and while patience is paramount when it comes to 
development, a breakout second half from any of them would be a 
welcome revelation. 

Until then, the Rangers will remain over-reliant on their Fab Five, who 
have accounted for 58.4% of their total points as a team. That group also 
comprises the top power-play unit, which ranks 10th in the NHL with a 
22.8% success rate. 

But while special teams have been a strength (the penalty kill ranks third 
at 85.2%), even-strength offense has been perhaps their most glaring 
issue. The Rangers are averaging only 1.8 goals per game at five-on-
five, with their 2.23 xGF/60 ranking 27th in the league, according to 
Evolving Hockey. 

If they don't find a way to generate consistent scoring, particularly on the 
nights when the Fab Five don't have it going, it's going to put a lot of 
addition pressure on Shesterkin and make it much more difficult to go on 
a run. 

Are they a true contender? 

It all comes down to this. 

We can analyze the pros and cons of the first half, accentuating the 
positives or harping on the flaws, but they're all exercises that dance 
around one ultimate question. 

How far can this team can go this season? 

Many believe the Rangers are a year away from being a true Stanley 
Cup contender, which is a reasonable conclusion to draw. They're still 
very young and likely won't reach their maximum potential until Kakko, 
Lafrenière and other exciting prospects hit their strides. But while the 
best may be yet to come, there are reasons to believe the window has 
already swung open. 

For starters, the core of Fox, Panarin, Zibanejad, Kreider, Strome, 
Shesterkin, Trouba, Lindgren and Goodrow are in their primes right now. 
And while others will be further along in their development next year and 
beyond, the only time the Rangers will have the cap space to make a 
splashy addition (or two) is this season. Beginning this summer — which 
is when lucrative extensions kick in for Fox and Zibanejad — the financial 
flexibility will greatly diminish and the pressure on the young players will 
ramp up. 

If Drury can pull off a deal for San Jose's Tomas Hertl, Dallas' Joe 
Pavelski or another impact forward, the lineup will suddenly look 
complete and the message will be clear that they're going for it. 

The more wins they stack, the more tempting it will be for him to sacrifice 
draft picks and/or prospects to make it happen. And based on what we've 
seen from these resilient Rangers, who continue to show poise, maturity 
and character, it's getting harder and harder to count them out. 
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Postgame takeaways: Resilient Rangers overcome slow start for 
comeback win 
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Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

 

NEW YORK — The resilient Rangers began a grueling stretch of games 
heading into the all-star break with what amounted to one of their best 
wins of the season. 

Then again, finding ways to pull out victories in the face of adversity is 
becoming the norm through their first 40 games. 

They came out flat against the star-powered Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Wednesday at Madison Square Garden, with early signs pointing toward 
a long night. But a discouraging first period gave way to a spirited 
comeback, with the final result reading 6-3 in favor of the home team 
after the Blueshirts overcame two separate two-goal deficits. 

"It shows our maturity," Ryan Reaves said. "It shows that we can hang 
with the big boys – that we are one of the big boys. We’ve got to keep 
beating the playoff teams. That’s something we've talked about, but I 
think we're proving to the league – we're proving to ourselves – that 
we’re a contender." 

LINEUP: Rangers get another chance 'to prove ourselves' 

MORGAN BARRON: Why the Rangers should play the rookie 

Wednesday marked the beginning of eight games in 14 days, with five 
coming against teams that are currently in playoff position. 

The Maple Leafs are counted among them, which didn't bode well for the 
Rangers' chances when they gave up two goals in the opening 3:30. But 
despite entering the game with a 6-10-1 record against opponents that 
rank in top eight in either conference, they've had an undeniable knack 
for responding when things don't initially go their way. 

This was just the latest example. 

"We just kind of have that mentality," Adam Fox said. "We have a lot of 
guys now who are maturing and we brought in a lot of guys with 
experience who could handle the room and calm everyone down when 
things are a little bit flustered. And whenever your goaltending is making 
big saves, too, you never feel out of a game, and we’ve got a lot of skill 
guys who could score. I think we just have that mentality that we're never 
out of a game." 

Fourth line puts game 'on their shoulders' 

For the first time in over a month, head coach Gerard Gallant had a full 
arsenal of players at his disposal. Alexis Lafrenière was cleared prior to 
the game, which left the Rangers (26-10-4) with no players currently in 
COVID-19 protocol. They also activated Dryden Hunt from injured 
reserve. 

To trim the roster down to 23, rookie Morgan Barron was sent to the taxi 
squad. But Gallant was still left with decisions to make. 

Despite some struggles for the fourth line on the recent five-game road 
trip, the coach opted to scratch Hunt and stick with the trio of Reaves, 
Greg McKegg and Kevin Rooney. They rewarded their coach's loyalty 
with their best game as a unit, with their teammates crediting them for the 
in-game turnaround. 

"The whole game, they were the only line that was able to get in there 
and forecheck and create turnovers and have sustained zone time," 
Ryan Strome said. "We fed off that. They provided energy the whole 
night, especially in the second. They had a couple of great shifts, just 
hounding the puck and keeping the game simple." 

The Rangers' top-three lines were largely ineffective in what Gallant 
called a "sleepy" opening period, particularly in the first four minutes. The 
Maple Leafs took advantage, with Ilya Mikheyev scoring on a rebound 
2:44 into the game and Mitch Marner adding a power-play tally less than 
a minute later. 

"We just had a very slow start – very sluggish," Strome said. "The 
blessing in disguise is that we played a good 40 after that. We found a 
way to win against a good team, but obviously you don't want to start like 
that, especially at home. We were too slow, not assertive, and it’s a good 
lesson to learn." 

While the outlook appeared bleak, it was the fourth line that inspired 
hope. 

It started with McKegg winning a wall battle in the offensive zone and 
pushing a pass to Fox. The reigning Norris Trophy winner sent the puck 
right back, with McKegg finding Reaves alone in front of the Toronto net 
with a nifty backhand feed. 

Reaves reeled in the pass and beat Leafs goalie Jack Campbell for his 
first goal as a member of the Rangers, cutting the deficit to 2-1 at the 
12:52 mark. 

"When your heart-and-soul guys get on the board, it does so much for 
your team," Strome said. 

Toronto regained a two-goal lead after a Rangers' defensive lapse led to 
a Michael Bunting goal with 2:10 left in the opening period, but the tide 
would turn in second. 

Once again, it was the fourth line providing the spark. 

Less than three minutes into the period, K'Andre Miller sent a long pass 
off the back boards, with Reaves on the receiving end. He was planted 
near the Toronto net and sent a shot over Campbell's left shoulder for his 
second goal of the game — and the season. 

"When his feet are moving, he's a different player," Gallant said. "He's a 
little quicker and around the puck. When a big guy is forechecking like 
that, people don't like to get hit with those people. You can't blame some 
of those defensemen, but he's a big man and he's tough to contain when 
he’s around the net." 

That made it 3-2, with McKegg-Rooney-Reaves trio was largely 
responsible. 

The two goals they produced were obvious contributions, but their 
relentless forechecking and physical play gave the Maple Leafs fits all 
night. 

"Every line wants to put it on their shoulders," Reaves said. "For our line, 
it's not always going to be goal, but it's going to be energy. It's going to 
be a hit. It's going to be a shift in their zone, especially against some of 
their top guys. I think we had some good shifts against the (Auston) 
Matthews line especially." 

On to the next challenge 

The fourth line's aggressiveness had a trickle-up effect, with the top-nine 
forwards gaining steam as the game wore on. 

The second line was a key part of that push, with Gallant opting to keep 
Filip Chytil at right wing next to Strome and Artemi Panarin after he 
scored a crucial third-period goal in Saturday's 3-2 win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

They forced a giveaway from Timothy Liljegren late in the second period 
that led to the tying goal. Chytil passed the puck off to Panarin, who then 
found Strome near the goal line, who quickly pivoted and set up Fox for a 
one-timer to knot the score at 3-3 with 2:11 remaining in the period. 

It was that line coming through once again in the third period to ensure 
the win. 

Panarin flew through the neutral zone before pushing a pass to Ryan 
Lindgren, who found Strome crashing the far post for the tap-in goal to 
give the Rangers a 4-3 lead at the 10:50 mark. 

Chris Kreider added exclamation point by scoring his team-leading 25th 
goal of the season with 4:27 to play, which was followed by an empty-
netter from Fox. 
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That will propel them into another difficult test on Friday, when they'll 
travel to Carolina for a battle with the Hurricanes that could determine 
first place in the Metro Division. It will be viewed as another chance to 
prove that the Rangers have arrived, but they're steering clear of any 
sweeping statements with more than half of the season left to play. 

"We try not to look at it that way," Strome said. "I'm sure you guys can 
write whatever and come to that conclusion. But for us, we just try to 
approach every game the same. We don't want to get too far ahead of 
ourselves. We just want to take the challenge at hand, and I think if we 
get too worried about who we're playing and measuring stick and this and 
that, sometimes that just messes with your mind a little bit. Just come 
and have a good effort. I thought we played a good 40 minutes. We beat 
a good hockey team. We feel good about it, and move on to another 
great team on Friday." 
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Gallant says matchup with Hurricanes is 'just another game' 

 

Colin Stephenson 

 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant would like everyone to believe that he’s 
not interested in hyping up any "first-place showdown’’ narratives when 
his team meets Metropolitan Division rival Carolina on Friday in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

"Obviously, we know the standings are real close in the top of our 
division, but it’s just another game, a big two points, and we’re playing 
against a real good team,’’ Gallant said Thursday. 

But with all due respect to Gallant, this clearly won’t be just another 
game. The Rangers are in first place in the division at 26-10-4 (56 
points). The Hurricanes (26-8-2) have 54 points but have played four 
fewer games. With the Rangers about to hit the midpoint of their season 
in their 41st game, this sure seems like some kind of midterm exam for 
them. 

"They’re arguably the best team in the league right now, so we’ve got to 
play our best,’’ Gallant said. "We know the challenge we’re facing with a 
team like that.’’ 

"It’s always nice to measure yourself against some of the top teams, 
especially the division teams,’’ forward Kevin Rooney said. "It’s a big 
challenge. We really feel like we’ve grown as a team and we want to take 
that next step. And if we want to take those next steps, we’ve got to beat 
the top teams . . . And I think a lot of guys are excited for the 
challenge.’’ 

What’s also exciting for some of the Rangers is that the Hurricanes 
feature so many of their former teammates. Brady Skjei, Jesper Fast, 
Tony DeAngelo, Brendan Smith and goalie Antti Raanta all have found a 
home in Carolina after leaving the Rangers. Former Ranger Derek 
Stepan, traded away in 2017, is there as well. 

"It’s definitely unique in the amount,’’ defenseman Jacob Trouba said. 
"But I think everybody’s played against buddies, played against former 
teammates — there just happens to be four, five or six of them over 
there, which makes it a little bit unique. It’ll be nice to see some of them 
after the game and catch up.’’ 

Trouba and Skjei were teammates with the U.S. National Team 
Development Program as teenagers, and after Trouba was traded to the 
Rangers in 2019, the two were paired on defense. Trouba said he has 
been in touch with Skjei and was looking forward to perhaps seeing him 
Thursday night, and if not, then talking to him after the game. 

DeAngelo, a defenseman who was bought out by the Rangers last 
summer after a series of missteps with the team, is having an 
outstanding season with six goals, 22 assists and a plus-14 rating in 29 
games. His 28 points rank him 10th in the NHL in defensemen scoring, 
and he also has 11 power-play assists (tied for fifth among defensemen). 

He’s been a model citizen in Carolina and has replaced free- agent 
departure Dougie Hamilton as the point man on the power play, which is 
fifth-best in the NHL, connecting at 25.5%. 

Fast and Skjei are key penalty-killers on the Hurricanes’ man-down unit, 
which is tops in the league, killing 90.1% of shorthanded situations. 
Carolina leads the league in team goals-against average at 2.25 (the 
Rangers are second at 2.45) and the Hurricanes are third in the league in 
team save percentage at .922 (the Rangers are first at .924). 
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Golden Knights rally for OT win, end homestand on high note 

 

By Ben Gotz 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 20, 2022 - 9:46 PM 

Updated January 20, 2022 - 11:26 PM 

 

Shea Theodore unleashed a homestand’s worth of frustration into one 
leaping body check to the glass. 

The Golden Knights were on the precipice of disaster more than 40 
minutes earlier Thursday night at T-Mobile Arena. Right wing Mike 
Hoffman scored to give the Montreal Canadiens, who have the fewest 
points in the NHL, a 3-2 lead with 13:45 to play. 

It appeared as if an ugly ending was in the making to an already 2-3-2 
homestand. But the Knights, down captain Mark Stone and defenseman 
Zach Whitecloud, pushed back. 

Left wing Jonathan Marchessault tied the game with a power-play goal 
with 8:21 left in the third. Theodore then executed a backhand-forehand 
move in overtime with defenseman Ben Chiarot in his face, beat 
goaltender Sam Montembeault and launched himself into the corner of 
the offensive zone in celebration. 

Crisis averted. The Knights snapped an 0-2-1 skid with a 4-3 overtime 
victory to close their season-long, eight-game homestand. 

“We played well and definitely had a lot of chances, but we had to tighten 
up defensively,” said Theodore, who got his 200th NHL point on the goal. 
“It was definitely a big goal to finish the homestand on a note like that 
and head to the road trip with some positivity.” 

The Knights played a strong game without Stone (COVID-19 protocol) 
and Whitecloud (upper-body injury). They controlled the puck, created 
dangerous chances and finished with a season-high 53 shots on goal. 

They’ve had more in a game only once in their history. 

It still didn’t look as if it would be enough to win after Hoffman’s goal in 
the third. Centers Chandler Stephenson and William Karlsson scored to 
give the Knights leads of 1-0 and 2-1 in the first and second periods. The 
Canadiens responded each time. 

Goaltender Robin Lehner continued his tough stretch by giving up three 
goals on 27 shots. He made five straight starts to finish the homestand 
and went 2-2-1 with an .893 save percentage. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 21, 2022 

 

The Knights picked him up after Hoffman scored and avoided their 
second four-game losing streak of the season. The Canadiens fell to 2-
10-4 in their past 16 games. 

“They got a couple timely goals, but we stuck with it,” coach Pete DeBoer 
said. “I liked the fact we didn’t panic, we stuck with it and found a way, 
and a couple of our big guys made big plays down the stretch.” 

Here are three takeaways from the win: 

1. Power play stays hot 

The Knights lost to the Canadiens in the NHL semifinals in the 2021 
postseason in part because they went 0-for-15 on the power play. 

They had much less trouble breaking down Montreal’s penalty kill 
Thursday. 

Karlsson scored off a give-and-go with Marchessault with 9:14 left in the 
second period for his first power-play point of the season. Marchessault 
then got his own power-play goal in the third. 

Karlsson and Marchessault credited linemate Reilly Smith for coming up 
with the game-tying play. Karlsson won a faceoff back to Theodore, who 
passed the puck back to Karlsson along the left wall. Marchessault crept 
down from the right point to the right circle, and Karlsson hit him on the 
tape for a wide-open wrist shot. 

“(Smith) kind of drew that up and said (Marchessault) was going to be 
open on that side,” Karlsson said. “He had a lot of time and put it in.” 

The Knights have six power-play goals in their past five games. The unit 
that struggled so much in the playoffs ranks 12th in the NHL at 21.9 
percent. 

2. Mr. 300 

Stephenson celebrated playing in his 300th NHL game by scoring his 
12th goal of the season. 

Right wing Evgenii Dadonov attempted a centering pass from the corner 
of the offensive zone, and Montembeault kicked the puck to the slot. 
Stephenson was there waiting and pounced. 

He moved into a tie with left wing Max Pacioretty for the second-most 
goals on the team and extended his point streak to three games. He also 
did so wearing an “A” on his chest for alternate captain with Stone out of 
the lineup. 

3. Karlsson’s game 

Karlsson’s goal and assist gave him his third two-point game of the 
season. 

The 29-year-old is on pace for his worst offensive season with the 
Knights with six goals and seven assists in 26 games. 

DeBoer is hopeful Thursday’s game will help jump-start the center’s 
production. 

“Willy has always been a bit of a streaky scorer,” DeBoer said. “When 
he’s feeling it, it usually comes in bunches. His effort is consistent every 
single day. He shows up and gives you everything he’s got.” 
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Knights star forward to miss Canadiens game, in COVID protocol 

 

By David Schoen 

Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 20, 2022 - 10:56 am 

Updated January 20, 2022 - 11:02 am 

 

The Golden Knights will be without a key player Thursday against the 
Montreal Canadiens at T-Mobile Arena. 

Winger Mark Stone was placed in NHL COVID protocol, according to 
coach Pete DeBoer, and is unavailable for the final game of the 
homestand. 

Defenseman Nic Hague also is in COVID protocol as he works back from 
an injured wrist. 

The Knights could have two players back on the road trip that starts 
Monday, DeBoer said. 

Left wing Max Pacioretty is skating on his own after wrist surgery and is 
expected to travel with the team when it departs Saturday. Defenseman 
Alec Martinez participated in the morning skate and is expected to be 
cleared to play next week, according to DeBoer. 
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Golden Knights beat Canadiens in overtime to close homestand 

 

By Justin Emerson (contact) 

Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022 | 11:03 p.m. 

 

The Golden Knights will hit the halfway mark of the season in first place 
in the Pacific Division. Montreal has league’s worst record. 

Yes, it came as no surprise to many that Vegas beat the Canadiens on 
Thursday night. 

But that’s nowhere near the entire story, as Vegas needed a third-period 
equalizer, overtime and a season-high 53 shots to beat Montreal 4-3 at 
T-Mobile Arena. 

“I thought we were the better team overall,” forward William Karlsson 
said. “They did a good job of coming back and taking the lead but overall 
I thought we had the advantage and deserved the extra point.” 

Some stats to illuminate just how much Vegas dominated, courtesy of 
Natural Stat Trick: The Golden Knights led in shots (53-27), shot 
attempts (90-42), scoring chances (41-25), high-danger scoring chances 
(24-12) and expected goals (4.77-2.84). 

And yet, more than halfway through the third, the Canadiens led 3-2 
before a Jonathan Marchessault power-play goal evened the score and 
sent the contest to overtime. Robin Lehner made three massive saves 
early in the extra period, before Shea Theodore danced around Christian 
Dvorak and fired home the game-winner, pumping his fist in celebration. 

“I think we’ve been struggling in those games when we have a lot of 
shots on goal and we don’t find a way to win games,” Marchessault said. 
“But tonight we did find a way and it’s always a positive and good teams 
find a way to win games.” 

He’s right. 

The Golden Knights have actually lost four of the last five games in which 
they’ve had 40 or more shots on goal, outshooting the opponent each 
time. Obviously shooting less isn’t the answer, but Vegas struggled with 
efficiency and finishing, even when the quantity was there. 
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For much of Thursday’s contest, it looked like it would be the same story. 

Vegas scored at the 3:40 mark of the first and 11:46 into the second, only 
for Montreal to even the score before the period was out. 

Mike Hoffman fired home a one-timer on the Canadiens first shot of the 
third period to grab their first lead of the game, and everyone had 
flashbacks to last summer when a better-on-paper Vegas squad was 
ousted in six games by the Canadiens. 

But sometimes things work themselves out, as Vegas outshot the 
Canadiens 18-5 in the third period and capitalized on their power-play 
chances when they needed to. It wasn’t pretty, or how you want to beat 
the last-place team, but two points are two points. 

“I thought we put in the right amount of work to deserve two points 
tonight,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “This league shows you, you don’t 
always get what you deserve but I thought we worked hard enough to 
earn two points tonight.” 

Another encouraging sign was the play of Karlsson, who has a tough 
season marred by a broken foot that cost him more than a month. His 
production has also slowed, with just 11 points in 25 games coming into 
the night, a 16-goal, 36-point pace over 82 games. 

But he was terrific on Thursday, scoring to put Vegas ahead in the 
second period and winning the draw then sliding the puck across the ice 
to Marchessault for the equalizer in the third. It was just his third multi-
point game of the season, and second in his last six games. 

“It’s nice to get rewarded. There’s some games where you create put you 
don’t put it in,” he said. “I feel like I’ve been playing pretty good, so it was 
nice to see them go in today.” 

The victory puts a bow one of the more disappointing homestands in 
team history. Vegas lost five of its eight games, though with a shootout 
and overtime loss, still mustered eight points in the stretch. 

Next week the Golden Knights face a nightmare of a road trip: four 
games through Washington, Carolina, Florida and Tampa Bay. It will be a 
massive test for the Golden Knights, so ensuring a victory tonight was 
key for some momentum heading to the weekend.  

Which just made Theodore’s overtime winner all the more fun. 

“It was definitely a big goal to finish the homestand like that, and head to 
the road with some positivity,” Theodore said. 
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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 22 Vegas Golden 
Knights 

 

By Scott Wheeler  

Jan 20, 2022  

  

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

Don’t let the Golden Knights’ ranking here fool you: I actually quite like 
their group. If this year’s pool rankings were broken down into tiers, 
they’d probably look more or less like this: 32-23, 22-10, 4-9, and 3-1. 

That puts the Golden Knights’ pool closer to the middle third of the 
league than the bottom third. 

Their pool has taken a hit in the last year, though. It lost Peyton Krebs, its 
top prospect, to trade. It lost Jack Dugan, one of its top five prospects, to 
the age criteria after he turned 23 last March. It lost defenceman Dylan 
Coghlan to NHL graduation. 

And while there are also five new names making an appearance on this 
list (four from Vegas’ 2021 draft class and one from the 2020 class who 
has worked his way into mention), the overall quality of the Golden 
Knights pool has been downgraded. 

The Golden Knights still have eight prospects I would qualify as 
legitimate, though, which is more than any team that has appeared on 
the countdown thus far and more than a number of the teams that will 
appear ahead of them. The big thing the Golden Knights pool is missing 
is a true top prospect. If there are, say, 32 top prospects in the NHL (one 
per team), the Golden Knights probably don’t have one (though they’d 
have two prospects I’d consider for the fringes of a top 32). 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 14 (change: -8) 

1. Brendan Brisson, C/W, 20 (University of Michigan) 

When I went to Ann Arbor at the end of November to watch the 
Wolverines play, Brisson stood out for the usual reasons. His excellent 
one-timer popped off of his stick a couple of times while playing his off 
wing (including once off The Post) with lefties Matty Beneirs and Kent 
Johnson. He picked up a couple of secondary assists. And there were 
times in the game when he tried to be too cute with the puck and his 
desire to problem-solve his way around the ice extended a little too far. 
On the whole, though, it was the continuation of a strong sophomore 
follow-up to a strong freshman season. Brisson, who leads the 
Wolverines in goals this year, has great hands and poise, that lethal one-
timer, a shot that is pinpoint accurate even in tight when it’s harder to 
place, an ability to maneuver and manipulate inside the offensive zone 
while processing the game, and a sense for how to expose pressure 
points and use space to his advantage. His skating remains average but 
his reads and anticipation mute the issues that average skating can 
sometimes create for other players. I see second-line upside on the wing 
(which he has played basically exclusively in college, after previously 
being a centre) with PP1 upside on the right flank. 

2. Lukas Cormier, LHD, 19 (Charlottetown Islanders)  

I debated ranking Cormier first here and that won’t come as a surprise to 
longtime readers. He ranked 28th on my draft board when Vegas 
selected him 68th in 2020 and he has only continued to impress me 
since. In fact, the first time he has ever disappointed me was this 
December in Calgary for Team Canada’s selection camp for the world 
juniors, where one of his two games left me wanting more and the other 
was the worst I’ve ever seen him play. The good news is that that 
followed a summer showcase performance, also in Calgary, where he 
looked like the most dangerous defenceman in camp, stood out on the 
penalty kill, and played disruptively and surprisingly feisty defensively. He 
was also back to looking like himself early on in the tournament proper in 
Edmonton, sliding down the wall to make plays in the offensive zone, 
stopping up to evade forecheckers in the defensive zone, pulling pucks 
past and around opposing players in neutral ice, and attacking off the 
line. Cormier is, unquestionably, the best defenceman in the QMJHL this 
year — and, I’d argue, its best player. He’s a tremendous power-play 
quarterback who has led the league’s best unit two years running, he 
logs huge minutes (often pushing 30 minutes a night), he’s a go-to 
penalty killer for Charlottetown, and his statistical profile is projectable 
(and then some). With the puck, he drives play to high-danger areas as a 
playmaker individually to look to create chances for himself and as a 
playmaker who regularly puts pucks through layers to his teammates. He 
has also grown an inch in the last year and is now listed at 5-foot-10 and 
176 pounds. He can occasionally chase a little too much in his own zone, 
losing players behind him in coverage, but that’s really my only nitpick 
with his game. He’s got NHL hands in transition, under pressure, and 
across the offensive zone blue line, rotating and pivoting in and out of 
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lanes to get open or make space for himself. He doesn’t back down from 
physical engagements despite his size. And while his approach is 
aggressive and he has the skill to execute when he tries to make 
something happen offensively, he rarely makes poor decisions or attacks 
without support. 

Despite his size, I see a ceiling as a potential top-four defender (of which 
there are now many in the NHL in his weight class, with 20 D who are 5-
foot-10 or shorter having played in games this season) and a floor as a 
contributing third-pairing guy. 

3. Zach Dean, C, 19 (Gatineau Olympiques) 

Despite good but uninspiring production and a history of injuries, you 
won’t find many scouts who are down on Dean because he plays such a 
likable game. Between his hard work, his constant application of 
pressure, his always-in-motion movement with or without, the trust he 
earns, and his willingness to attack the interior, he plays a pro-style 
game. Mix in fast hands, a strong neutral-zone game as a carrier, a 
smooth and flowing stride with good power, advanced athleticism and a 
muscular build, and you’ve got the makings of a driver who can play 
through contact and make plays. As I write this, he has also not been a 
minus player in a single game this season. The points will come, even if 
he may top out as a third-line guy (there are plenty of excellent third-line 
players in the NHL, so that’s not a knock on a guy). 

4. Pavel Dorofeyev, LW/RW, 21 (Henderson Silver Knights) 

One of my favourite players in the 2019 draft class, Dorofeyev, who I was 
admittedly a little too high on, is now beginning to fulfill some of that 
potential as one of the more entertaining and productive young players in 
the AHL this season. He’s also Henderson’s leading scorer as I write this. 
He’s creative with the puck on his stick, he’s a fun one-on-one player, he 
likes to try things and has enough skill to make difficult plays regularly, 
and he’s got an NHL shot with a low kick and a deceptive release point. 
With some added weight (his wiry 6-foot-1 frame is now listed at 176 
pounds) has come an extra half step of speed and an ability to hang onto 
pucks and get off the perimeter more consistently. And with time spent 
getting adjusted to the North American game, he now has a better 
understanding of how and when he can make an impact. His play this 
year is reason for optimism that he’s still got a chance at fulfill his slick 
middle-six and power-play upside. 

Here’s that shot I talked about (Dorofeyev is No. 16 in grey), placed 
short-side off the post and in out of a forehand-backhand-forehand move 
to get off the wall a little bit, while basically standing still: 

And here’s some of that renewed confidence and comfort level, looking 
off three Barracuda players to look to make a play instead of rimming the 
puck: 

5. Ivan Morozov, C, 21 (HK Sochi) 

After Sochi acquired Morozov from SKA on the last day of the KHL 
transfer period on Dec. 27, Morozov has taken on a huge role as his new 
KHL club’s top centre, playing 18-22 minutes a game in all situations. He 
has been contending for a spot on the Russian national team for the 
Beijing Olympic Games (a team he has been rumoured to be in line to 
make after centring the Russians’ third line at world championships in 
Latvia and playing again for the senior men’s team at the Channel One 
Cup in December). Morozov is a pro-sized two-way centre who excels in 
the faceoff circle (often pushing 60 percent), can control the cycle game, 
and then has the puck protection skill to take pucks off the wall, attack 
through holes, and play in the offensive zone. He stays around the puck 
and has the talent to make things happen all over the ice. He’s got the 
makings of a versatile NHLer if he and the Golden Knights can work 
something out. 

6. Daniil Chayka, LHD, 19 (Guelph Storm) 

Chayka is a 6-foot-3 two-way defender who won an OHL title three years 
ago, could technically be in his fourth year in the OHL even though he 
was just drafted, and has long had a mature makeup both physically and 
in his play. Defensively, he uses an active stick to breaks up a lot of plays 

in the neutral zone (though I have seen speedier players burn him wide 
and his pivots still need some work) and he takes away a lot of space 
inside his own zone. With the puck, he’s comfortable enough with it at the 
offensive-zone blue line that he can make the odd play off the point and 
run a junior-level power play (which he won’t do at the pro level). I do find 
that his long stick can hinder him at the point, where his wrist shots come 
off of his stick softly because of a high grip and a stilted posture, but he’s 
decently mobile side-to-side and he gets his shots through consistently. I 
wouldn’t have picked him quite as high as the Golden Knights did but he 
projects safely to be a good pro. 

7. Peter Diliberatore, LHD, 21 (Henderson Silver Knights) 

In his first full year of pro hockey, Diliberatore has played the same 
quietly effective game that defined him in college. He’s a long, fluid 
skater who plays an impressive transition game, defending the rush at a 
high level and joining it with his feet. He never seems to get tired, drives 
results, manages his assignments, and helps the puck get from point A to 
point B efficiently. He always has stick on puck defensively. He outlets 
the puck well when there isn’t time or room to use his skating. And he 
plays within himself. There’s just a polished smoothness to his game. 
And though the points have never popped, his skill can flash on little curl 
and drag plays he uses to open up seams or get into a better shooting 
position. I think Diliberatore has a chance to become a valuable even-
strength defender in the NHL, even if the raw counting stats never leap 
off the page. 

8. Kaedan Korczak, RHD, 20 (Henderson Silver Knights) 

Korczak’s one of those players where whenever I watch him I come away 
thinking “yeah, that’s a third-pairing defenceman.” He’s 200-plus pounds, 
he’s 6-foot-3, he’s a good skater, he uses his body and strength to 
control opposing players on box-outs and his skating and length to 
swallow up space. But he can also look stilted and sloppy, which has 
required (and will further require) that he simplify his game at the pro 
level. His execution is on point when there’s a straightforward play to 
make. Just don’t expect him to improvise or make things happen through 
multiple layers of pressure. He hasn’t looked out of place in the AHL at all 
at a young age, which bodes well for his projection into a low-event 
bottom-pairing guy. 

9. Logan Thompson, G, 24 (Henderson Silver Knights) 

After ranking Thompson late on last year’s list on the back of his track 
record and not my familiarity with the player (I didn’t truthfully pay close 
attention to him in USports or the ECHL after his WHL days), I promised 
to do my homework on him for this year’s edition. And that’s exactly what 
I’ve done. The results of that research have impressed me, too. He was 
great in his first season in the AHL last year (all of which was played after 
the 2020 rankings were out) and that has continued this season as 
Henderson’s starting goalie. He’s a good-sized, technically sound goalie 
who plays his lines squarely, reads the play well, and can fall back on his 
athleticism and feet when he needs to. He’s 24, so that’s obviously a 
huge factor in slotting him in this exercise, but he looks like an NHL 
goalie today. He’s certainly a cut above Dylan Ferguson and Jiri Patera, 
even accounting for the age gap. 

10. Isaiah Saville, G, 21 (University of Nebraska-Omaha) 

Saville has taken the step forward this year, as a junior, that I expected 
him to take last year when he let a promising start slip late into his 
sophomore year. He’s an extremely active goalie, relying on his feet to 
fight to stay in plays and get to difficult pucks as a small(ish) 6-foot-1 
goalie. His movement can be both a blessing and a curse, though. His 
athleticism and agility lend themselves to a busy style and complement a 
good glove hand but they can also pull him out of position and force him 
into scrambles. But Saville’s ability to stretch out to make difficult saves 
or explode post-to-post to get to rebounds on his slides is impressive and 
will absolutely translate if he can learn to calm down his movements in 
other ways. He’s the kind of goalie you sign out of college to work with. 

11. Jackson Hallum, C/LW, 19 (Green Bay Gamblers) 
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There aren’t many kids who play two seasons of junior hockey after 
they’re drafted, then go to college and make it as far as the NHL. But 
Hallum’s trajectory to the University of Michigan via a start in Minnesota’s 
high school circuit has still included a nice arc, plus his Sept. 8 birthday 
made him one of the youngest players in the 2020 draft class. This 
season, as Green Bay’s leading scorer, the high-energy third-liner and 
his well-rounded skill package look ready for the next step. It’s going to 
take time for him to get offensive touch and development in a prominent 
role with the Wolverines next season, but with the right patience and 
three or four years, there may be something there. 

12. Jakub Brabenec, LW, 18 (Charlottetown Islanders) 

While Hallum was one of the youngest players in the 2020 draft, 
Brabenec was one of the youngest players in the 2021 class (are you 
sensing a theme here with the Golden Knights?). In that context, his 
point-per-game rookie season in the QMJHL is a good start in this next 
chapter of his career (one that should presumably follow a steeper incline 
than his peers). He’s already an athletic kid (who has plenty of room to 
get physically strong) who boasts good passing intuition and creativity on 
the puck. He’s a player to watch as a breakout candidate in the QMJHL 
next season when the Islanders lose some of their core pieces and he’s 
allowed to try to do more offensively. 

13. Connor Corcoran, RHD, 21 (Henderson Silver Knights) 

After finishing his junior career strong in Windsor, Corcoran’s first two 
seasons at the pro level have been more of a mixed bag as he has 
dominated at the ECHL but has struggled to establish himself as a full-
time AHLer. Because of that delayed start to his AHL push toward the 
NHL, he’s up against it now. But there’s enough to his game that I’m not 
prepared to rule him out just yet. He’s a sturdy 6-foot-2 throwback 
defenceman who plays a physical, hard-shooting, aggressive (with and 
without the puck) style in all three zones. His decision-making, skating 
and reads can get him into trouble but I still believe that with some 
refinement and good coaching that he may become good organizational 
depth as a call-up option. 

14. Brandon Kruse, LW, 22 (Boston College) 

After four excellent years at Bowling Green, where he finished no lower 
than third on the Falcons in scoring, Kruse transferred to Boston College 
for his final year of college eligibility this season, keeping with the bird 
theme to join the Eagles — presumably in an effort to get more eyeballs 
and play in a better conference. He’s a speedy 5-foot-9 playmaker who 
does most of his damage from the outside-in with leading passes under 
sticks and through feet but can also burn wide. Scouts wish he would use 
his skating to attack the middle and look for his own chances more than 
he does though and that has remained true at BC. He’s got soft hands 
that help him on lateral cuts, power-play upside as a facilitator, good 
transition value and processing power at top speed, and a craftiness to 
his game when the play slows down and he has to make things happen 
to drive his line. But I’m not sold on how it will look at the pro level, which 
results in a ranking here that is lower on him than his talent level would 
suggest.  

15. Jakub Demek, C, 18 (Edmonton Oil Kings) 

Demek has had a good first year in North America after making the jump 
from Slovakia to the contending Oil Kings look easy with a four-point 
opening weekend that he hasn’t really looked back from. As I write this, 
he’s riding a 17-game point streak. Demek is at his best making plays on 
the cycle, driving the net, and playing the goal line on the power play. 
The majority of his points this season have come around the crease, 
where he uses a determined approach to get to and B-level skill to 
execute. He’s not flashy and I don’t see a much NHL upside but he’s a 
good player who is worthy of mention here. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 

player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

My Golden Knights ranking breaks down into three tidy tiers. There’s a 
clear trio of B+/A- prospects at the top end who projects as impactful 
NHL players but not likely as stars. There’s another group of B prospects 
from 4-7 who have upside as everyday NHL players and you’re probably 
looking to bat 50 percent on. And there’s a final group from 8-15 that 
you’d hope can produce one or two NHLers for you at some point. 

The only real debate I had was whether to include Korczak in that second 
group or the third. I’ve erred on the side of caution for now. 
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Golden Knights Finally Polish Off Montreal In Overtime, 4-3, On 
Theodore’s Game-Winner On VGK’s 53rd Shot Thursday 

 

by Alan Snel  

 

It’s the Montreal Canadiens playing the Vegas Golden Knights Thursday 
night at the Big Ice House by the Strip and it’s hard to believe this a 
rematch of the NHL’s semifinals from last season. 

Last season’s upstart Habs are a lowly 8-25-5 and occupying the bottom 
rung of the Atlantic Division, a whopping 38 points behind the division-
leading and two-time defending Cup-winning Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Meanwhile, the Golden Knights still lead their Pacific Division, but they 
are winless in their last three games and winners of only one game out of 
the last six as they wrap up eight straight games on home ice at T-Mobile 
Arena. 

Plus, the team’s emotional heart, Mark Stone, is out on COVID protocol, 
and steady defenseman Zach Whitecloud is a late scratch. Starters Max 
Pacioretty, Alec Martinez and Nic Hague continue to miss action because 
of injuries. And Hague is in COVID protocol, too. 

Nic Roy is in the lineup, with William Carrier moved up to the first line 
with Chandler Stephenson, who is also flanked by winger Evgenii 
Dadonov. 

Stephenson opened the scoring for the Knights with his 12th of the 
season only 3:40 into the game, with Carrier and Dadonov picking up the 
assists. 

With goalies Carey Price and Jake Allen out, third-stringer Sam 
Montembeault is in goal for the Habs. 

Montreal climbed into a tie thanks to a goal by Michael Pezzetta, his 
fourth of the season. 

After one period, last season’s semifinal combatants were tied at one all. 

William Karlsson lifted the Knights into the lead with his sixth goal, a 
power play tally, off an assist from fellow Misfit Jonathan Marchessault. 

The Knights led, 2-1. 

The VGK lead didn’t last long. 

Montreal’s Tyler Toffoli notched a power play goal at 14:20 of the middle 
stanza and the game was deadlocked at two. 

After two periods, it’s 2-2. 

Mike Hoffman’s one-timer gave Montreal the lead 6:15 into the final 
period. 
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The Knights trailed, 3-2. 

Montreal was a minus 23 in goals for and against in the third period. 

The Habs’ poor third period performance continued with the Golden 
Knights scoring the equalizer with a power play goal by Marchessault, his 
19th this season at 11:39 of the third. 

Off to overtime for both clubs, tied at three. 

VGK netminder Robin Lehner stopped 21 of 24 shots, while 
Montembeault stopped 45 of 48 shots. 

Shea Theodore scored his eighth goal of the season 1:50 into the OT. 

His stick-handling skills on display, he maneuvered into position to fire 
home the winner. Theodore and his mates now hit the road for a four-
game road trip to the southeast. 
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Marchessault Ties it, Theodore Ends it, Golden Knights Defeat 
Canadiens 4-3 

 

Published 4 hours ago on January 20, 2022 

By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (24-15-2) finished off their season series 
against Montreal Canadiens (8-25-6) with a dramatic win in overtime. 
Shea Theodore scored the OT game-winning goal and the Golden 
Knights capped off their eight-game homestand with a victory. With 53 
shots on goal, the Golden Knights set a new record for shots on goal this 
season. 

Entering the game the Golden Knights had a plethora of injury 
transactions leading up to Thursday night’s game as is tradition. Mark 
Stone joined Logan Thompson and assistant coach Steve Spott in 
COVID-19 protocols. Zach Whitecloud was also a late scratch and is 
confirmed to be out with an upper-body injury. The Golden Knights have 
lost 201 man-games to injury this season. 

Similar to Monday night’s game against the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Chandler Stephenson opened up the scoring for the Golden Knights. On 
the team’s first shot of the game, Stephenson buried home a one-timer 
after Evgenii Dadonov set him up with a solid forecheck. 

With Stone out of the lineup, William Carrier was once again placed on 
the first line for the Golden Knights. He tallied an assist on the 
Stephenson goal. The Golden Knights outscored their opponents 11-2 in 
the first period on the now-concluded eight-game homestand. 

Perhaps the most notable line for the Golden Knights in the first couple of 
periods was the newly formed fourth line of Michael Amadio, Nolan 
Patrick, and Brett Howden. The trio did a tremendous job of cycling in the 
offensive zone and generating offensive chances.  

The Canadiens were able to tie the game though with a stroke of luck. 
Referee Ryan Gibbons accidentally tripped up Alex Pietrangelo and 
Petro lost his footing. This then led to a Canadiens two-on-one and 
Michael Pezzetta scored on the ensuing play.  

Needless to say, Pietrangelo was a little upset. 

The Golden Knights played an overall strong game but were unable to 
break free on the struggling eight-win Canadiens. It remained a tight 
game for the entire night. Samuel Montembeault was a big part of this as 
he finished the night with 49 saves on 53 shots. 

In the second period, David Savard took a holding penalty on Keegan 
Kolesar and the Golden Knight’s powerplay got to work. In a perfectly 
executed zone entry, Jonathan Marchessault and William Karlsson 
teamed up for a nifty goal. Karlsson accepted the returning give-and-go 
pass off his skate and went backhand on Montembeault to make it 2-1. 

But the Canadiens came back with a powerplay goal of their own after 
Nicolas Roy took a holding penalty. After the Canadiens worked behind 
the net and got Robin Lehner moving left to right, Tyler Toffoli scored on 
a chip play. 

The Golden Knights entered the third period tied with the Canadiens 
despite outshooting them in shot attempts 56 to 28. All it takes is one 
shot to go in and that is exactly what happened with the Canadiens in the 
third period. 

After failing to register a shot in the third for nearly seven minutes, the 
Canadiens scored on their first attempt. Christian Dvorak fed Mike 
Hoffman who scored on Lehner, who was well out of position. 

But the Golden Knights didn’t go away and battled back to tie the game. 
Six seconds into a Josh Anderson penalty for tripping, Marchessault 
scored on the powerplay to tie the game at three. 

The Golden Knights took the game to overtime and won it with a 
tremendous individual effort from Shea Theodore. A defenseman, 
Theodore won the puck on the forecheck, gave it to Roy, got the puck 
back, and scored the game-winning goal. The Golden Knights would not 
be denied and showed the Canadiens why they are the better team. 

VHN’s Player of the Game: Dylan Coghlan 

While I could have gone with Marchessault or Theodore who scored the 
big goals that resulted in the victory, my player of the game tonight is 
Dylan Coghlan. I thought Coghlan had a tremendous game both 
offensively and defensively. He stepped up in the absence of Zach 
Whitecloud and played a career-high 25 minutes and eight seconds of 
ice time. 
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Vegas Golden Knights Update Their National Broadcast Schedule 

 

Published 10 hours ago on January 20, 2022 

By Owen Krepps  

 

With Wednesday’s announcement on the rescheduling of nearly 100 
games in the NHL, the league has also announced their updated national 
TV schedule for the remainder of the 2021-22 season. The Vegas 
Golden Knights have had four of their games rescheduled. The team’s 
new February schedule is as follows. 

2/1 v BUF 7:00 (potential Jack Eichel debut) 

2/4 and 2/5- 2022 NHL All-Star Weekend 

2/8 @ EDM 6:00 (rescheduled game) 

2/9 @ CGY 6:30 (rescheduled game) 

2/16 v COL 7:00 (rescheduled game) 

2/18 v LAK 7:00 (rescheduled game) 

Schedule reverts to normal from 2/20 onwards 
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One of the Golden Knight’s newly rescheduled games on Feb. 16th 
against the Colorado Avalanche will be exclusively on TNT. On March 
10th the Golden Knights game against the Buffalo Sabres will only 
appear on Hulu and ESPN+. 

Games on March 17th against the Florida Panthers and April 6th against 
the Vancouver Canucks will now appear locally on At&t Sportsnet. These 
games were initially scheduled to be national broadcasts. 
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Golden Knights Gameday #41: Halfway Point: Lines, Notes vs 
Canadiens 

 

Published 13 hours ago on January 20, 2022 

By Owen Krepps Vegas Golden Knights Montreal Canadiens  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen we have reached the halfway point in the Vegas 
Golden Knights 2021-22 schedule. Tonight in a rematch of last year’s 
Conference Finals, the Golden Knights take on the Montreal Canadiens 
at 7:00 pm at T-Mobile Arena. The team will be without captain Mark 
Stone, who has been placed in COVID-19 protocols. 

During Thursday’s morning skate, the Golden Knights had a plethora of 
injury updates. Jonathan Marchessault and Brayden McNabb returned 
after having maintenance days Wednesday. Assistant coach Ryan McGill 
has been removed from COVID-19 protocols. Stone and Nicolas Hague 
are now in COVID-19 protocols. 

Perhaps the biggest news to come out of practice was the return of both 
Alec Martinez and Max Pacioretty who both wore regular contact jerseys. 
Pacioretty and Martinez are not expected to play tonight, but they both 
will travel with the Golden Knights on their upcoming four-game road trip. 

“I am hopeful that sometime on the road trip that we are going on that we 
might have a chance to get ’em back,” said Golden Knights head coach 
Peter DeBoer. 

Also, one thing I want to mention before we get into the keys of the game 
is that the Golden Knights will once again be wearing their gold jerseys 
tonight. I am not one for conspiracy theories but with each game the 
team wears the gold jerseys at home, I am buying more and more into 
the idea that they will become the new home jerseys for the team. The 
confirmed “coming soon” new third jerseys will take the gold jerseys spot. 

KEYS TO THE GAME 

Strike First- Strike Hard- No Mercy 

Cobra Kai’s famous catchphrase serves as a perfect strategy on how the 
Golden Knights can beat the Montreal Canadiens tonight. The Canadiens 
are having a historically bad season, which is saying something given the 
franchise has been around for over 100 years. The team has just eight 
wins on the season and is the only team in the NHL that doesn’t even 
have double-digit wins. 

‘Striking first’ and scoring the first goal will be critical to getting the best of 
the Canadiens tonight. But as we saw against the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
even a three-goal lead is not safe. That is why the Golden Knights need 
to show ‘no mercy’ and continue to pummel the Canadiens all game. Put 
up nine if you have to. At the end of this massive homestand, which has 
not the Golden Knights need to give the fans at T-Mobile Arena 
something to celebrate. 

Beware of the Trap Game 

It is easier said than done to put up nine goals like the Florida Panthers 
and completely obliterate teams. For the Golden Knights even though 
they are expecting a win, they realize this game is a trap game. As 
mentioned before the Canadiens have only beaten eight teams in 
regulation this season. However, the Nashville Predators, Calgary 
Flames, and Pittsburgh Penguins are some of the teams that they have 
beaten. 

This may not be the same team the Golden Knights lost to in the 
Conference Finals last season, but they still have weapons like Tyler 
Toffoli, Christan Dvorak, and Mike Hoffman. 

Netfront Physicality 

An area in which the Golden Knights have been lacking a bit over the 
past couple of games has been boxing out players in front of the net. We 
even saw Jason Zucker score a controversial goal Monday night after a 
mad scramble in front of Robin Lehner. DeBoer has upped the physical 
drills in Golden Knights in practices this week as a result of this. 

“You gotta bear down in front of the net. You are gonna be battling small 
and big guys and battling against some strong guys. But at the same 
time, you can only score if you have your stick, so if you take their stick 
away and get under their stick after that you can just use your strength 
and battle away,” said Golden Knights defenseman Ben Hutton. 
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Golden Knights Injury Updates: Max Pacioretty and Alec Martinez 
Skating 

 

Published 16 hours ago on January 20, 2022 

By Owen Krepps  

 

With the Vegas Golden Knights only playing in three games over the 
course of 15 days, good things were bound to happen on the injury front. 
During Thursday’s morning skate both Alec Martinez and Max Pacioretty 
returned to the Golden Knights wearing full-contact jerseys. 

Martinez has missed 26 games with a facial laceration. He reportedly had 
around 100 stitches after he took a skate to the face back against the 
Minnesota Wild in mid-November. Martinez is not expected to play 
tonight against the Canadiens but will travel with the Golden Knights on 
their upcoming four-game road trip. 

Similarly, Pacioretty is expected to travel with the Golden Knights on their 
southeastern road trip which will finish out the team’s January schedule. 
On December 30th, Pacioretty underwent wrist surgery. He has missed 
the last seven games and also missed 17 games earlier on in the season 
with a broken foot. 

Things were not all sunshine and rainbows for the Golden Knights 
Thursday morning though as head coach Peter DeBoer announced that 
captain Mark Stone has entered COVID-19 protocols. Stone has only 
played 23 of the Golden Knights 40 games this season due to injuries 
and COVID-19. 

Nicolas Hague, who was already out for the Golden Knights with a wrist 
injury has also entered COVID-19 protocols. 

Jake Leschyshyn and Daniil Miromanov have been spotted at Golden 
Knights practice, likely meaning they have been recalled from the 
Henderson Silver Knights. 
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It is important to remember that the NHL’s new decision on no longer 
testing asymptomatic players will not be enforced until after the NHL’s 
All-Star break. 

On the bright side, Brayden McNabb and Jonathan Marchessault both 
returned to practice after having maintenance days on Wednesday. 
Assistant coach Ryan McGill has also been removed from COVID-19 
protocols. 

The Golden Knights injury list included all of the aforementioned names 
as well as Laurent Brossoit and Jack Eichel. Eichel is still skating after 
having his artificial disk replacement surgery. Brossoit’s injury is 
unknown. 
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The Athletic / The NHL’s Top 10 pleasant surprises of the 2021-22 
season so far 

 

By Harman Dayal  

Jan 20, 2022  

  

Everyone loves to make breakout predictions heading into a new season, 
myself included. It’s always fun to think about which young guns might be 
ready to make their mark or which journeymen players might pop off 
once they’re finally given a new opportunity in a position to succeed. 

But regardless of how many players are anointed as can’t miss breakout 
candidates, there are always big surprises that fly under the radar. It 
leaves a lot of people going “How did that guy score that many points?!” 

With many NHL teams on the cusp of reaching the halfway point of the 
season, it seems like a good idea to analyze the biggest positive 
surprises so far. 

This list was honestly really hard to whittle down. There were many 
deserving candidates, many more than I expected, so don’t feel bad if 
your favorite player just missed the cut, this isn’t a perfect list. 

Anyway, let’s get into it in no particular order. 

Nazem Kadri, Colorado Avalanche 

Nazem Kadri was on the heels of a career-worst year heading into this 
season. The 31-year-old had scored just 32 points in 56 games last 
season, a 47-point pace, and considering his age, it was fair to wonder if 
he could still be a high-end second-line center for a Stanley Cup 
contender or whether this was the start of a decline. 

But Kadri has gone from a low point to being on pace for the most 
productive season of his career. He’s top-five in NHL scoring, notching a 
whopping 51 points in 34 games. Kadri helped keep the Avs afloat early 
in the season when Nathan MacKinnon went down with an injury and 
hasn’t slowed down. He’s found the perfect fit on a line with Valeri 
Nichushkin and Andre Burakovsky — Nichushkin is the two-way 
conscience who does a lot of the grunt work to get the puck back, Kadri 
loves to make plays and Burakovsky has a lethal shot to capitalize on the 
chances his centerman has created. 

I don’t think anyone could have predicted this kind of outburst, but it’s 
worth noting that he still drove play and offensive chances really well last 
season — he cleared the 55 percent mark with his five-on-five shot 
attempt and expected goal differentials. This tells us that while the point 
totals may have dried up last season, his two-way performance was still 

strong and so he was perhaps a bit unfortunate not to have it translate to 
better offensive totals. 

The Avalanche are scoring over 5.1 goals for every 60 minutes that Kadri 
is on the ice at five-on-five which is absolutely insane. He’s bound to fall 
back down to Earth to some degree — his line won’t continue shooting at 
nearly 14 percent — but even modest regression would still see Kadri 
delivering legitimate top-line value. 

I’m very curious to see how this monster campaign will affect the 
valuation of his next contract in the summer, considering this is likely his 
last chance to hit big as a UFA. 

Timo Meier, San Jose Sharks 

Timo Meier is a reminder that development isn’t always linear. The 
Sharks winger looked like he was on the cusp of stardom after recording 
30 goals and 66 points as a 22-year-old sophomore in 2018-19. He was 
young, uber-talented and growing rapidly in role and confidence. 

Meier then took an unexpected step back, with his production declining in 
consecutive seasons. The low point came last year when he battled 
inconsistency, saw his minutes cut and produced at just an 18-goal, 47-
point pace prorated over 82 games. 

He’s finally put it all together this year, exploding for 20 goals and 45 
points in 35 games. I think the most frustrating part up until this point was 
that everyone knew Meier had this potential in him. 

Meier’s combination of size, speed and skill should be breaking games 
on a near-nightly basis, especially because he can attack in diverse 
ways. If it’s a high-pace game where both teams are trading chances, he 
can use his plus skating and soft hands to attack off the rush. He can 
beat goalies clean from distance at the right circle on the power play. 
He’s become legitimately dominant at using his frame to win body 
position for deflection and rebound chances near the top of the blue 
paint. 

The 25-year-old is one of the NHL’s best forwards at creating quality five-
on-five chances, as his individual expected goal rate is second behind 
only Sebastian Aho. 

Honestly, there are a ton of Blues forwards who could have landed on 
this list. Vladimir Tarasenko shed injury concerns to score 14 goals and 
35 points in 35 games. Jordan Kyrou is scoring at a 91-point pace and 
Robert Thomas is just shy of the point-per-game mark as well. 
Newcomer Pavel Buchnevich has been a slam-dunk fit who’s also on 
pace to crack over 80 points. 

St. Louis’ top-nine is revitalized and a big reason why the club has done 
so well this season. 

The biggest surprise of them all, however, might just be Ivan Barbashev. 
Barbashev’s been a career bottom-six pivot with a career-high of 26 
points before this season, but he’s somehow climbed up to 34 points in 
38 games, emerging as the club’s second-line center averaging 17:09 
per game. Lining up with Tarasenko and Buchnevich on his wings has 
obviously been a help but Barbashev’s played in multiple spots and has 
produced regardless of who he’s played with. 

The only yellow flag to note is that Barbashev’s lines have quietly 
conceded a lot of shots and chances, more than they’re actually 
generating offensively. Still, there’s no denying the gaudy production 
Barbashev is delivering. He’s provided excellent value far beyond what 
the Blues could have hoped for. 

Evan Rodrigues, Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins are masters at mining quality middle-six forwards 
seemingly out of thin air. It’s what everyone is referring to if you’ve ever 
seen the “Mark Donk” and “Buzz Flibbet” memes around Hockey Twitter. 

Evan Rodrigues is this year’s Mark Donk for Pittsburgh, with 15 goals 
and 30 points in 38 games. The 28-year-old had an unspectacular track 
record coming into this season, there was no real reason to expect a big 
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breakout. He’d never hit 30 points in his NHL career, he wasn’t young, 
and teams like the Maple Leafs, who acquired him as part of the Kasperi 
Kapanen return in 2020, didn’t even deem him worthy of a contract 
heading into last season. 

The most surprising part about Rodrigues’ breakout is that despite 
spending decent chunks of the season playing on a line with Sidney 
Crosby, the former has actually played and produced better away from 
No. 87. Rodrigues has only scored 1.27 points per hour in 237 five-on-
five minutes with Crosby. In nearly 300 minutes away from Crosby, 
Rodrigues has scored 2.83 points per hour. 

This isn’t just strange luck either, his two-way numbers are dominant 
playing away from Crosby. 

Rodrigues is driving a ludicrous two-to-one share of five-on-five expected 
goals for non-Crosby lines, and helping those units outscore opponents 
16-9. He hasn’t ridden the coattails of stars and his play-driving profile 
looks off the charts — sustaining this level of play is probably unlikely, 
but he might not be a one-year flash in the pan either. 

Ryan Hartman, Minnesota Wild 

It’s been very interesting to follow Ryan Hartman’s rollercoaster-like 
career arc. Things started on a really positive note with the Blackhawks 
where his agitating style, decent two-way profile and secondary scoring 
potential made him a coveted asset. Hartman scored 19 goals at 22, 
looking like the kind of middle-six player who could bring a unique 
identity. That’s at least what the Predators were hoping for in 2018 when 
they surrendered a first-round pick to acquire him. 

Hartman never quite found his groove in Nashville though and by the 
time he got to the Flyers in 2018-19, he hadn’t left enough of a mark to 
be worth a qualifying offer. He was looking more and more like a run-of-
the-mill bottom-six forward when the Wild rolled the dice on him as a 
UFA. The 27-year-old forward provided reasonable value in his first two 
seasons with the Wild but has exploded this year with 16 goals and 30 
points in 35 games. 

After a hot start, he was promoted to center the top line, flanked by Kirill 
Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello (who’s also been outstanding and 
exceeded my expectations). Kaprizov and Zuccarello are both 
tremendous playmakers who’ve done a good job of setting Hartman up 
for chances. That explains why Hartman’s five-on-five individual shot rate 
is more than double last year and why he’s tied for sixth in the NHL with 
12 five-on-five goals. 

Another fun fact: Hartman’s 23 five-on-five points are identical to Connor 
McDavid. Don’t be surprised if Hartman’s productions slows — his on-ice 
shooting percentage of 14.4 percent is the highest in the NHL and will 
come down — but the underlying numbers also show that he’s been a 
legitimate fit on the top line regardless. 

Chris Kreider, New York Rangers 

Chris Kreider has been one of the most consistent, steady top-six 
forwards you’ll find over the last decade. Coming into this season, he’d 
scored 20-28 goals in seven of eight NHL seasons since 2014-15, the 
only time he wasn’t in that range was when he potted 16 in an injury-
shortened 2017-18 campaign. His performance has rarely deviated up or 
down, he’s always dependable to score in the 25-goal, 50-point range. 

That’s changed this season where he’s exploded for 25 goals and 36 
points in just 40 games. The interesting thing to note with Kreider’s 
breakout is that it’s mostly come from a significant bump in his power-
play production. Kreider’s scored 1.62 points per hour at five-on-five 
which is a solid second-line rate in line with his usual career norms, but 
on the man advantage, he’s scored 12 goals which slot him behind only 
Leon Draisaitl. 

Kreider’s been really versatile in the net-front power-play position for New 
York. He recovers rebounds well, has an innate sense for presenting his 
stick as a passing option at the perfect moments, knows when to kick out 
to the side as an extra option versus when to screen the goalie, and on 

rare occasions, has gotten some decent looks when rotating higher to the 
bumper spot. He’s also really good at understanding the angles of 
redirections. 

Michael Bunting, Toronto Maple Leafs 

There’s a pretty good chance you probably hadn’t heard of Michael 
Bunting before he signed with the Maple Leafs last summer. I wouldn’t 
blame you either as he only had 26 NHL games under his belt before 
hitting the open market as a special Group-6 UFA. 

Toronto needed to replace Zach Hyman’s role by committee this season 
and Bunting’s been instrumental in that effort. 24 points in 37 games is 
excellent value from someone with as limited an NHL resume as Bunting, 
but those numbers become even more impressive when you consider 
that his production has almost solely come at even-strength. Bunting’s 21 
five-on-five points rank top-30 among NHL forwards. 

He’s added a lot more than finishing too. The 26-year-old’s work as a 
tenacious puck retriever has helped him elevate Auston Matthews’ line, 
as they’re controlling a monstrous 60 percent share of scoring chances 
together. Matthews is obviously doing the vast majority of the play-driving 
in what’s been arguably his best two-way season to date, but Bunting’s 
done an admirable job of keeping up and providing complementary 
value. 

Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 

It’s pretty crazy how NHL goaltenders can go from near league-worst in 
one season to near league-best a year later or vice versa. Goaltending is 
one of the most volatile positions in all of the major North American 
sports. We’ve seen impressive turnarounds for a few goaltenders this 
season but arguably none quite as dramatic as Frederik Andersen. 

Andersen battled injury concerns with the Leafs last season and lost the 
starter’s job to Jack Campbell, posting a disappointing .895 save 
percentage across 24 games. That amounted to surrendering roughly 11 
goals more than league average based on his workload according to 
Evolving-Hockey’s model, though it’s worth mentioning he played through 
a lower-body injury at times. Regardless, a down season like that 
coupled with his age (32) meant there were no guarantees he could still 
be a high-end starter in the league. 

Carolina pounced on the opportunity to acquire him last offseason, 
signing him to a two-year, $9-million contract, and they’ve been rewarded 
tremendously. Andersen’s stopped pucks at a sparkling .930 save rate 
and when you account for the quality of chances he’s faced with 
Evolving-Hockey’s model, he’s saved 19.8 goals more than expected. 

From backing up in the playoffs to a legitimate Vezina Trophy candidate, 
Andersen has authored quite the bounce back. 

Elite defencemen of the 2010s: Kris Letang, Erik Karlsson, Drew Doughty 
and Oliver Ekman-Larsson 

This one might be cheating because it’s not one player, but it’s hard to 
ignore that many elite defencemen of the 2010s have had some of their 
best seasons in years. It’s not as if any of these players completely fell 
off, but each one of their reputations had previously taken a bit of a hit. 

Let’s start with Letang who might be one of the most underappreciated 
No.1 defensemen of the last decade. He’s got his warts and there’s no 
question he’s been inconsistent, especially in the playoffs, but the elite 
puck-moving and offense he’s brought to Pittsburgh’s blue line are still so 
vital. He’s been just shy of a point-per-game from the backend this 
season but has also seen his two-way profile rebound substantially — 
the Penguins have controlled nearly 55 percent of five-on-five scoring 
chances with him on the ice, and have ultimately outscored opponents by 
12 in those minutes. 

After scoring just 22 points in 52 games last season, Karlsson, 
meanwhile, is back up to 26 points in 32 games. Arguably even more 
important than the offensive resurgence is the massive degree to which 
his defensive game has bounced back. Karlsson’s allowing an entire goal 
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less for every 60 minutes he’s played, in addition to surrendering far 
fewer scoring chances. 

Drew Doughty’s renaissance season has been interrupted by injury but 
he’s currently on pace for the best offensive season of his career. He’s 
just shy of a point-per-game through 21 games, which mostly checks out 
under the hood — Doughty’s seen a significant uptick in the number of 
shots and quality chances he’s helping his teammates drive. 

All three are playing like legitimately No.1 defensemen. Ekman-Larsson 
can’t quite say the same as he’s been very quiet offensively, but he’s 
having the best defensive season of his career. His last season with the 
Coyotes was extremely challenging as he struggled even as a second-
pair defender. With a fresh start in Vancouver, OEL’s cerebral, efficient 
game has driven massively improved two-way results to the tune of a 
53.5 percent expected goal differential and he’s barely gotten scored on 
at five-on-five. 

Drake Batherson, Ottawa Senators 

Don’t be surprised if Drake Batherson grows into being a trendy pick for 
one of the most undervalued contracts in the NHL. The 23-year-old 
signed a six-year extension at $4.95 million annually in September and 
has since gone on a tear in year one of the new deal. Batherson’s gone 
from being a promising second liner to a legitimate top-line force, 
chipping in with 31 points in 27 games. 

I do think Batherson will slow down from the 94-point pace he’s on right 
now — his individual and on-ice shooting percentages are a bit 
overheated — but I’m not surprised that he’s found a new level 
considering his robust physical tools. Batherson’s been a strong fit next 
to Josh Norris and Brady Tkachuk who are also enjoying mini breakout 
seasons of their own. 

It’s been a slow buildup, but the consistent year-over-year two-way 
strides he’s made as a play-driver also stand out. 

Honorable mentions 

Matt Duchene/Ryan Johansen: Nashville’s expensive duo is finally 
looking more like itself, especially Duchene who has 35 points in 37 
games. Why the resurgence? Well, three power-play points for Duchene 
in 33 games last season, 14 of them in 36 contests this season. 

Jesper Bratt: Young, under the radar winger who’s clipping at almost a 
point-per-game. 

Troy Terry: 22 goals and 36 points in 38 games. Terry and Trevor Zegras 
are big reasons why the Ducks have been competitive in the Pacific 
Division. 

Tyler Bertuzzi: After an injury-riddled campaign last year, Bertuzzi’s 
exploded for 18 goals and 32 points in 32 games. 

Chandler Stephenson: Stephenson’s gone from miscast bottom-six 
center in Washington to a legitimate top-six pivot. 

Oliver Kylington: He’s finally found his groove with the Flames as an 
effective middle-of-the-lineup defender after being waiver fodder just a 
year ago. 

Jesse Puljujarvi: Puljujarvi’s development as a legitimate top-six piece 
continues to be a positive storyline for Edmonton. 

Tony DeAngelo: Carolina needed help on the right side with Dougie 
Hamilton’s departure, and Tony DeAngelo has at least helped fill the 
offensive void with 28 points in 29 games. 

Tage Thompson: Thompson’s top-six breakout has been a much-needed 
break for a Sabres fanbase that’s been through a lot. 
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Sportsnet.ca / No goals, no goaltending, no answers: Oilers simply look 
lost 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 21, 2022, 1:04 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It’s broken in Edmonton. Smashed into a million pieces. 

On Thursday night, the Oilers outplayed Florida for the entire opening 
period, but couldn’t buy a goal despite outshooting the Panthers 17-7. A 
couple of hours later, that “success” was but a distant memory, buried in 
a landslide of Florida goals. 

Losers by a 6-0 score, the Oilers have now lost seven straight games 
and 13 of their past 15. This was yet another embarrassment, and truth 
be told, the group as it exists has not found a solution in weeks, putting 
up the worst record in the National Hockey League standings for a month 
and a half now. 

This is not the worst team in the NHL. But it’s been playing like it for too 
long now. 

So something has to change. Because as it exists today, this collection of 
players and coaches can not effect change by themselves. 

They no longer have an answer. 

Fire head coach Dave Tippett? It wouldn’t surprise us one bit if, for the 
first time in his career as a general manager, Ken Holland pulled the 
trigger on Friday. 

The season is swirling down the drain, and the team isn’t getting any 
better. He can’t find a goalie, let alone one who can score on a nightly 
basis. 

It’s a sad indictment of an organization that has had only one head coach 
(Todd McLellan) make it through three consecutive seasons since Craig 
MacTavish, who left in 2009. And the blame lays at the feet of Holland far 
more than Tippett, having constructed a hockey team without 
goaltending. 

But in professional sports, when the collection of players plays this bad 
for this long… well, you know how it usually ends. 

“We have to keep pounding away. It’s the only way it’s going to work,” a 
haggard-looking Tippett said post-game. “You have to work your way out 
of it.” 

This was the classic case of a team that played well enough to be 
rewarded … but was not, mostly due to a brilliant 40-save performance 
by Sergei Bobrovsky. Then they caved in, unable to turn momentum 
back once it was lost. 

“We had a good start and then they get the lead and then we’re chasing 
it,” said Duncan Keith, whose team has allowed the first goal an 
astonishing 23 of its last 27 games. “I think we have to find a way to get 
that first goal, to get a better feeling in the room. The way things are 
going right now, we get down, it's frustrating.” 

Darnell Nurse, who wears an ‘A’, has been tasked with helping lead this 
team out of the abyss. Like everyone else around this organization -- top 
to bottom -- he has failed. 

Do you run ever out of ideas, we asked him? 

“This is a true test of leadership,” began Nurse. “It’s easy to be a leader 
when you’re 9-1, or 16-5. It’s easy to lead a team. Go out and be the rah 
rah guy. 

“This right here, it’s a test for all the leaders on our team. Getting out of 
this is what’s going to make our team better. There’s no excuse. No 
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‘fountain of tricks.’ You’ve got to show up every day with your hard hat on 
-- that’s the only way to get out of this. There are no tricks. To be a 
leader, you have to show up every day. 

“That’s our job. It’s what we have to do to dig our way out of this. This is 
when you really have to lead.” 

Who knows whose job is whose around here, anymore? 

The two superstars, Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid, are making 
more news in the media room than on the ice these days, combining for 
a paltry goal and assist in the past four games. The power play, once a 
record-setting group, has one goal on its last 11 attempts. And then 
there’s the penalty kill, a unit that has imploded, giving up another three 
goals Thursday. 

“Penalty killing is like scoring,” surmised Tippett. “When you score you 
feel like you can keep scoring. When you’re killing a penalty you feel like 
you’re going to go out there and get the job done. Right now we can’t get 
the bleeding stopped. You get running around, out of structure a little bit. 
It’s like the rest of our game.” 

Keith must be shaking his head at the fragility of this group, having come 
from a team that had guts, fortitude, and the winning formula. 

“We’ve got a lot of good players in there, a lot of guys with character, a 
lot of guys who care,” he said. “Everybody wants to do their part. It’s 
going to take everybody, and it’s going to have to be a patient, solid 
defensive game where we try to win that game 1-0. Not allowing anything 
against.” 

That would take excellent goaltending, of course… 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Time to step it up edition 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

January 20, 2022, 4:49 PM 

 

It's too early for a playoff race and we're just starting to crack open the 
book of trade rumours, still two months out from the deadline. But if 
teams don't already have a good grasp on their realistic outlook for this 
season, or how certain players fit into those plans, those thoughts should 
begin to crystallize in short order. 

Although our Power Rankings remain a ranking of all 32 NHL teams, with 
a weight toward recent play, our focus is on someone in the organization 
who needs to step up. This might be a struggling player, one afforded a 
golden opportunity or someone who the team needs to squeeze more 
from. It could also be a GM who needs to step up to the plate and start 
doing something for his team. 

Without further ado, here are this week's Power Rankings. Time for these 
guys to step up! 

1. Florida Panthers 

The best team in hockey, the Florida Panthers are scoring at an absurd 
rate, and even Sergei Bobrovsky, after a slower December, is back on 
track and snuffing out any chance the opposition might have. Now it's 
time for GM Bill Zito to add. The Panthers have been mentioned in 
rumours around a lot of players in the past two seasons and Zito has 
done well to add Sams Bennett and Reinhart in the past year, as well as 
find value in Carter Verhaeghe and MacKenzie Weegar, among others. 
John Klingberg and now Jakob Chychrun are the latest names linked 

here and adding more pop to the back end could really launch the high-
flying, quick-paced Panthers. It's not that they're dying for help, but other 
teams will add, and so if Zito can make a big splash, it'll be fantastic for 
both hype in the market and real optimism on the ice. There are Vegas 
vibes to how this team is conducting business. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Going for the Cup again and trying to get over the second-round hump 
this time, Colorado had to replace Philipp Grubauer in net and did so with 
Darcy Kuemper, who had played well behind Arizona's leaky defence. In 
Colorado, he's been hot and cold, and injury concerns have persisted, 
which makes us wonder if the Avs go goalie hunting on the trade market, 
for insurance. Kuemper, who has a minus-1.00 goals-saved above 
expected this season, had reeled off seven wins in a row, then allowed 
nine goals in three-and-a-half games. He had to leave Monday's game 
after the concussion spotter pulled him. For Colorado, it's imperative for 
Kuemper to find a sustainably good run and keep on it – there may be no 
more important player to their Cup push. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Gonna have to get very nit-picky on this one, given the Hurricanes are so 
deep and effective without a glaring weakness or horrifically 
underperforming player. Even Jesperi Kotkaniemi has picked up from his 
slow start. Jordan Staal has continued to be a defensive force on the 
third line, which is his primary duty, but it's incredible how snake-bitten 
he's been on offence. He hasn't scored since Oct. 29 and has just five 
points in those 27 games. He has the lowest 5-on-5 goals-for percentage 
on the team (a still-strong 50 per cent) and if some offensive luck just 
starts dropping his way, the Canes have a path to being even stronger. 

4. New York Rangers 

The Rangers certainly weren't expecting to draft first overall in 2020 
when Alexis Lafreniere topped the board, and so he walked into a tough 
situation where Chris Kreider and Artemi Panarin occupied the top two 
spots on left wing. Lafreniere, who has been used on the right wing, 
hasn't blown up the scoresheet the way other recent first-overall picks 
have, but as Lucas Raymond – another 2020 pick – lights up the league 
and even defenceman Jamie Drysdale scores at a better pace, we do 
wonder when it will click for Lafreniere. Way too early to get worried 
about him at age 20, though it'd be great to see him start a scoring run on 
one of the NHL's top teams. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

From 2018-19 through 2020-21, Mathieu Joseph ranked fifth among all 
Lightning players who played at least half a season with the team in 
goals per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play. Ahead of him was only Nikita 
Kucherov, Steven Stamkos, Brayden Point and Carter Verhaeghe. The 
idea behind that stat is that, with more ice time, Joseph should be able to 
produce higher totals – that's exactly what's happened with Verhaeghe 
after he moved to the Panthers and became a top-line player. As the cap 
has squeezed players out of Tampa, Joseph was given more opportunity 
but the consistent production has yet to come. He scored on Tuesday for 
the first time since Dec. 14. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

For a few years in Minnesota, Jason Zucker was one of those players 
with decent goal totals and the upside for more based on per minute 
rates. He's not met those totals with the Penguins this season, scoring 
just six goals in 31 games – three of which came in his first six games of 
the season, and two that came on Monday. The Penguins have found a 
way to hang with the best teams despite not being at full health, but now 
that they're getting all their key players back, it'll be interesting to see 
how it comes together. On the second line with Evgeni Malkin, Zucker 
still has the upside to explode on the score sheet. 

7. St. Louis Blues 

The Blues and Avalanche are tied for the league lead in comeback wins 
this season (14), and no doubt it's because both can score goals and 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 21, 2022 

 

look like Cup contenders. But they're also having to play from behind 
because their goalies have left something to be desired. Jordan 
Binnington's sudden rise was so crucial to St. Louis' 2019 Cup win, but 
he hasn't quite captured that same magic since. This season, Binnington 
has a .906 save percentage and a minus-2.37 goals saved above 
expected. He has allowed four goals or more in eight of his 22 starts and 
has allowed less than three goals only seven times this season. When 
things start tightening up again down the stretch and in the playoffs, the 
Blues will need better play from their starter. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Line shakeups have landed Charlie Coyle on the third line as a centre, 
which is hopefully a better fit for his game than the second unit, even if 
paying $5.25 million to a 3C isn't ideal in this league. The new-look 
second line is humming and the top line is always a threat. Support 
scoring has been an area of concern for recent Bruins teams, especially 
post-David Krejci, so if a third line led by Coyle can step up, the Bruins 
could be a second-half force. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

If Justin Holl doesn't step it up in the coming weeks, the Maple Leafs are 
going to have to find a credible second-pair defenceman to put next to an 
also-struggling (and now injured) Jake Muzzin. With Muzzin not going 
anywhere due to the cap space and years committed to him, it's 
imperative for the Leafs to give him a stable partner and solidify their top 
four. If Holl doesn't get back on track soon, not only could he lose his 
spot on Toronto's second D pair, he may even find himself involved in 
one of these trades out of town. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Welcome to the NHL, Matt Boldy. The winger found his way to the third 
line after the Wild waived a couple of players and has stepped up with 
two goals and four points in four games. Being a waiver-exempt 20-year-
old means he's no guarantee to stay up with the big club, but he can play 
his way to that point. In 24 AHL games between this season and the end 
of last, Boldy managed 10 goals and 28 points. The Wild's future success 
– especially through a buyout-induced cap crunch on the horizon – is 
heavily tied to 25-and-under players Kirill Kaprizov, Kevin Fiala, Jordan 
Greenway and Joel Eriksson Ek. Add Boldy to that list. Fantastic start, 
let's see where he takes it. 

11. Nashville Predators 

What a surprising season in Nashville, after 2020-21 was peppered with 
talk of blowing it up and trading veterans. There was some turnover to 
that roster, but perhaps not as much as there could have been, and now 
the Preds are a challenger again – and maybe even a buyer. With a 
number of players doing so well, it's hard to pick out someone who needs 
to stand up, but 24-year-old Luke Kunin is our guy. He finished last 
season on a positive note (six goals, 12 points in final 17 games), and 
even had a two-goal playoff game, which gave optimism he could build 
on that. It may yet come, but through 41 games in 2021-22, he has fewer 
goals (8) and points (16) than he had in 38 games last season. 

12. Washington Capitals 

With neither of Washington's goalies signed next season or playing very 
well this one, either of them could still earn the No. 1 job. Vitek Vanecek 
surprisingly has the better numbers after being selected by the Kraken in 
the expansion draft and then traded back to the Capitals. Vanecek hasn't 
allowed more than three goals in a game in seven appearances since 
Nov. 21 and has separated from struggling Ilya Samsonov in the past 
month and a half. Now it seems like he'll be given a shot to take over. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights 

So much of Vegas' outlook is "wait and see" as the Golden Knights hope 
to get to full health at some point and, of course, with Jack Eichel's arrival 
still a month or two away. One area they'll have to get better at is on 
defence, where Vegas leaks its worst scoring chances against and 
expected goals-against rates in team history. A key player in helping turn 

that around will be Alec Martinez, out of the lineup since Nov. 11 when 
he took a skate to the face in a game against Minnesota. He was put on 
the COVID-19 protocol list in January, and while he won't play against 
the Canadiens Thursday, a return is near. 

14. Calgary Flames 

An important all-situations defenceman, Noah Hanifin has been 
outscored 14-7 on the ice at 5-on-5 since Dec. 5, and 10-4 since the 
team returned from its COVID-19 pause. That included a string of losses 
against some tough teams in what was a measuring stick process for the 
entire team. Hanifin (and partner Rasmus Andersson) were lightly called 
out by coach Darryl Sutter last week (they've "had a tough time lately") 
and so it only seems right to mention both here. The revenge win over 
Florida Tuesday was a good start. 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

It just hasn't gone as planned for Nate Schmidt ever since Vegas traded 
him to Vancouver. With just a single goal this season, Schmidt is off to a 
more normal pace for 7-9 goals, and at 5-on-5 he has the lowest goals 
for percentage of any full-time Jets blueliner. The Canucks envisioned 
him as a good and cheap top-four addition to their blue line, but after that 
didn't pan out, he's now on Winnipeg's third pair. Not ideal for a player 
making just shy of $6 million for another three seasons beyond this one. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

We all thought Cal Petersen was neatly taking over this crease as the 27-
year-old outduelled Jonathan Quick last season and then signed a three-
year extension in September (that kicks in next year). But Quick, 35, has 
taken the reins back this season, outshining Petersen in every major stat 
and playing in nine more games. This, likely, will eventually become 
Petersen's crease anyway, but with a minus-4.44 goals saved above 
expected, and an .899 save percentage, that transition has been a little 
less smooth. 

17. San Jose Sharks 

Could pick on the ageing Marc-Edouard Vlasic here, as having the 
formerly great shutdown defender at his peak again would greatly help 
this club. But Father Time does not lose. So, we won't pick on anyone 
really, and instead look to Rudolfs Balcers to step up. He was getting 
favourable placement on San Jose's top line after missing six weeks to 
injury and is now out short-term again on the COVID protocol list. The 
24-year-old has the fourth-most shots and high-danger chances per 60 
minutes of all regular Sharks this season, but just four goals to show for 
it. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

The curious case of Elias Pettersson finally took a positive turn this week, 
first with a two-goal effort in a win against Washington (his first multi-goal 
game since February of 2021) and another goal in Tuesday's win over 
Nashville. Pettersson was a superstar stud in his first season, and 
seemingly just had to get used to the grind of a full schedule to bring 
consistency over 82 games. The past couple of years have no doubt 
been difficult for everybody, but it's striking to see just nine goals and 20 
points next to his name 39 games into the season. There is a small door 
open to the possibility of the Canucks coming all the way back to being a 
playoff team this season, but they'll need all hands on deck to do it – and 
none may be more important to that than Pettersson returning to point 
per game form. 

19. New York Islanders 

Maybe, just maybe, things are starting to turn in New York's favour. With 
an 8-3-1 record since Dec. 7, the Islanders have beaten all the soft 
touches in that stretch, but still have a long way back to the playoffs. One 
player we're looking to score a bit more often in the back end of the 
season is Anthony Beauvillier, who has six goals in 29 games for the 
worst pace since his rookie season. Three of those goals have come in 
his past seven games, so he might already be turning a corner. 

20. Detroit Red Wings 
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Filip Zadina is one of the many exciting young players in Detroit's rebuild, 
but while Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond have been stealing the 
show as rookies, Zadina has posted just four goals in 38 games. It's not 
for a lack of trying, as Zadina is sixth on the team in shots and third in 
individual scoring chances per 60 minutes. His shooting percentage has 
suffered, though, sitting at 5.1 per cent, which followed last season's six-
goal campaign with 6.2 per cent shooting. Curious, given the winger's 
shot was one of his most desirable weapons in his draft season. It'll 
come. 

21. Dallas Stars 

The Stars will be one of the more interesting teams over the next two 
months as they try to figure out how much of a challenger they will be, or 
if they should instead sell and point a bit more to the future. Tied with the 
Oilers in the standings, but with a minus goal differential, the Stars are far 
from the polished Cup finalists they were in 2020. Alexander Radulov has 
been a player vital to the team's success in the recent past, especially as 
it pertains to offensive generation. Some younger players have stepped 
up nicely (Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson), but the Stars are still 23rd in 
offence on the year. Radulov has just a single goal and 12 points in 31 
games. 

22. Edmonton Oilers 

It's a painful wait in Edmonton, as Oilers fans watch their team spiral and 
anticipate change. But the games have been slow to come by in recent 
weeks – they've played only once (losing by blowing a third period lead) 
since Ken Holland spoke to the media last week and seemed content to 
wait it out. But whether the Oilers get a win or two this week in difficult 
assignments against Florida and Calgary, there seem to be flaws that will 
hold this team back, whether it's forward depth, defence help, or the most 
obvious shortfall in net. The GM tried to put all the necessary pieces in 
place over the summer, but as it becomes obvious this is still a work in 
progress, it's time for him to put those wheels in motion. 

23. Chicago Blackhawks 

A stud of a college player, Henrik Borgstrom hasn't been able to turn that 
into NHL success yet. The Panthers (who picked him in the first round) 
traded Borgstrom to Chicago, where he's mustered just five points in 26 
games and hasn't seized an opportunity on the top line. Rumours he 
could be traded again (as a minor piece) are out there. He's just 24, with 
still time to fit in to a third line somewhere. 

24. Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks' offence was taking a turn for the better this season after a 
few years languishing near the bottom of the league, but since Dec. 1 the 
team's goals per game rate has sunk to 29th in the league. Over that 
time, Rickard Rakell has led the Ducks in shots (50), but has scored just 
twice. It seems that's likely to pick up again. And the Ducks need the 
offence to turn back on if they are to push for the playoffs. Rakell will be 
an important part of that from the top line, but increased production from 
him could also make the pending UFA more valuable on the trade 
market. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last season was a write-off, and understandably so, for Patrik Laine, who 
never seemed to settle in under coach John Tortorella after a January 
trade to Columbus. This season was interrupted by an oblique injury, and 
since returning he has two goals in eight games. Laine is 10th among all 
Blue Jackets in goals per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play, which is a far cry 
from when he was one of the most dangerous snipers in the league. An 
RFA this summer again and now just one year away from UFA eligibility, 
Laine hasn't been himself for two years now, but Blue Jackets 
management will have to weigh his future with the team, and the cost 
with it, in short order. 

26. Ottawa Senators 

After going unclaimed on waivers this season, Matt Murray was back for 
the Senators, won two games in a row – the second thanks in part to 

another Oilers implosion – and then was sidelined again with a non-
COVID illness. With the third-most games played among Ottawa goalies 
this year, Murray will probably not bring value to his $6.25 million 
contract, but the Sens would be happy with just NHL-calibre play and 
consistency. Guy needs to catch a break and find a groove. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

What is MacKenzie Blackwood? Before the pandemic, he was seen as 
one of the better young goalies in the game and maybe someone who 
could help lift the Devils out of a rebuild sooner than later. He was going 
to be in the running for at least Canada's third goalie, had NHLers gone 
to the Olympics, but that case was drying up as the months went on. 
Blackwood posted just a .902 save rate last season and is below .900 
right now, with a negative goals saved above expected rate in each year. 

28. Buffalo Sabres 

When Victor Olofsson burst on to the Buffalo scene two years ago with a 
20-goal season, he brought hope that the Sabres might have a gem of a 
seventh-round pick. What we wanted to see going forward, though, was 
more 5-on-5 scoring as he mostly relied on the power play for those 
numbers. He has just five goals in 30 games this season, four of which 
have come at even strength, but he hasn't scored at all since Halloween. 
Olofsson makes $3.05 million this year and is an arbitration-eligible RFA 
in the summer. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Trade rumours are slowly building steam and the Coyotes are one of the 
teams front and centre of it all. Phil Kessel as a veteran pending UFA is 
as close to a guarantee to eventually move as you can get, but Jakob 
Chychrun's name is curious given he's 23 years old and signed long-
term. GM Bill Armstrong is well down the rebuild path and seemingly 
open to going further into that rhubarb. But, boy, does he need to hit a 
grand slam in any Chychrun deal. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

A little earlier in his still-young career, Ivan Provorov looked like someone 
who could develop into a Norris challenger, or at least a top-pair blueliner 
who would be absolutely miserable to play against with big point upside. 
Now he's someone who is better with a stable partner, not as hard on the 
puck, and with the worst shots-for and goals-for percentage at 5-on-5 of 
all Flyers defencemen. He looked to be such an important, and leading, 
piece of this team, and now at 25 he's something less than that until we 
see a bounce back. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

It wasn't a good start for either Kraken goalie, despite the team's rather 
decent defensive play, and Philipp Grubauer continues to have a tough 
time, allowing fewer than three goals in a game. This Kraken team 
doesn't have the goal scorers to overcome those deficits, but does have 
the team defence that should support its goalies. All year it's been that 
way, but since Dec. 1 Seattle has allowed the second-fewest high-danger 
chances per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play and fourth-fewest overall shots. 
Grubauer has an .884 save percentage in that time as Chris Driedger 
quietly makes a case for more playing time. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

One trade that is nearly guaranteed to happen will involve Ben Chiarot, a 
physical, rental defenceman, the kind that's always appealing to 
contenders this time of year. But the results have been mixed for him in 
tough circumstances. The Habs have been outscored by 13 at 5-on-5 
with Chiarot on the ice, the second-worst goals-for percentage among 
Montreal defenders, and his on-ice shots against per 60 minutes is 10th-
worst in the league. The Habs hope to get a first-round pick back for him, 
while Chiarot might just want to go to the best team possible. For both of 
those goals to be achieved, he might need to show a little more in the 
coming weeks. Granted, it'll be an uphill battle on the NHL's worst team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Demko, Miller enter COVID protocol as Canucks finally 
return home 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 20, 2022, 7:20 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- December 14 was both the last time the Vancouver 
Canucks played a home game and the first time they put players into 
COVID-19 protocol with the Omicron variant. 

A few things have transpired since then. 

As the Canucks practised Thursday for Friday’s home game against the 
Florida Panthers, starting goalie Thatcher Demko and leading scorer J.T. 
Miller were in the protocol on-deck circle after turning in positives from 
morning rapid tests. Later Thursday, they officially entered protocol. 

The two stars are the 15th and 16th Canucks to pour into protocol since 
defenceman Luke Schenn and forward Juho Lammikko entered just over 
five weeks ago. 

Since then, the team played nine straight road games -- between seven 
postponements -- and somehow went 5-3-1 despite the constant churn of 
players into and out of protocol, with various quarantine periods 
complicated by Canadian government guidelines on cross-border travel. 

Canucks captain Bo Horvat, key forward Conor Garland and backup 
goalie Jaroslav Halak remain in the United States after joining protocol 
during the last road trip, unable to return to Canada within 10 days of 
their positive tests. But Demko and Miller were fortunate to test positive 
in B.C., and face quarantines as brief as five days. 

The organization, like all of us have the last 22 months, soldiers on. 

The Canucks confirmed Thursday the hiring of former New Jersey Devils 
analyst Rachel Doerrie, 25, for their analytics department, while president 
Jim Rutherford conducted interviews for the vacant general manager’s 
position. Candidates Scott Mellanby and Patrik Allvin were reportedly in 
Vancouver on Thursday. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau, meanwhile, delayed morning practice so that 
minor-league goalie Michael DiPietro could join taxi-squad keeper 
Spencer Martin on the ice at Rogers Arena. 

Martin, a 26-year-old journeyman acquired last summer from the Tampa 
Bay Lightning for the ageless and dependable “future considerations” 
(which means he was free), is expected to start a National Hockey 
League game on Friday for the first time since making three appearances 
for the Colorado Avalanche five seasons ago. 

There is nothing normal about this new normal for the Canucks. 

“If there's a light, I wish it would get brighter,” Boudreau said when asked 
about seeing the end of the Omicron tunnel. “Most of the guys have had 
it. I think (the NHL stops) testing them, unless you get symptoms, on 
Feb. 3. . . so hopefully this is it. Hopefully nobody else gets it. A lot of 
teams have gone through this. Every team has gone through it to some 
degree, so we have to get through it.” 

The Canucks cleared a couple of pretty high hurdles on the last road trip, 
a five-gamer against elite opponents that ended with wins against the 
Washington Capitals and Nashville Predators. 

But the bar they’ll face without Demko and Halak looks more like a high 
jump than a hurdle. Maybe it’s the pole vault. 

Demko has been not only about the best goalie in the league since 
November but is easily the most valuable Canuck this season. And 
without Halak as a safety net, the absences up front of Miller, Horvat and 
Garland will feel even more acute. 

“It's some good players, unbelievable players, that we don't have in the 
lineup right now,” defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “But at the 
same time, I think we've been going through that all year. It just seems 
like we've been getting through it and somebody else steps up, and that's 
what somebody's going to have to do again tomorrow. Like I said, we 
don't really know what it's going to look like tomorrow, but just take it one 
day at the time here and figure out how to beat Florida.” 

“We have not had the same lineup twice since I've been here,” Boudreau, 
hired on Dec. 5 to replace Travis Green, told reporters on Zoom. “I mean, 
(the absences are) like nothing new. Now you've got, when you look at 
Horvat, Miller and Garland, three of your top four scorers out. But if you 
play a really good game and play the right way, then you get the 
goaltending, you know you've got a chance to win. So that's what our 
belief is and that's what our hope is.” 

Martin has played only seven games for the Canucks’ American Hockey 
League team in Abbotsford, B.C., where three goalies have shared the 
crease, but has posted a .921 save rate. He also has the advantage over 
DiPietro of travelling with the Canucks during the recent road trip as a 
taxi-squad goalie, so at least has been facing NHL shooters during 
skates and practices. 

Even if there is no announcement Thursday night from the Canucks 
about Miller and Demko going into COVID protocol, it doesn’t mean the 
players tested negative on their follow-ups and in the clear. Several of 
the 14 Canucks who are or have been in protocol go there by testing 
positive-negative-positive. 

The Canucks must plan to play this homestand without Miller and 
Demko. 

The powerful St. Louis Blues visit Rogers Arena on Sunday, followed two 
days later by the Edmonton Oilers. Then another four-game road trip 
carries the Canucks into the NHL All-Star Break, Feb. 3-6. 

“It's been going on for two years now and I just get tired of answering that 
question (about COVID absences),” Ekman-Larsson said. “I think the 
only good part is not a lot of people is having symptoms. But at the same 
time, I feel like it's around us and you think about it every single day. You 
try not to, but it's out there. We still battled through it but, yeah, you don't 
really know what's going to come at you when you wake up in the 
morning.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Dikembe' Montembeault seizing big opportunity with 
Canadiens 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

January 21, 2022, 2:11 AM 

 

This was the place for Samuel Montembeault to land, and not just 
because it’s where he grew up. 

The 25-year-old Becancour, Que., native couldn’t have known it when 
the Montreal Canadiens claimed him on waivers from the Florida 
Panthers back on Oct. 2. Naturally, he was excited to be back in his 
home province and joining the team he pulled for as a kid, to still be in 
the NHL because Carey Price was away in the NHL/NHLPA players 
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assistance program and the organization wanted goaltender-of-the-future 
Cayden Primeau playing games in the American Hockey League instead 
of watching games at this level from the bench. 

Montembeault probably thought he might get some spot duty, enabling 
him to bump his stock up a bit before Price would eventually return and 
push him back to the waiver wire, and he likely believed that would be 
more than he might get elsewhere. 

This wasn’t the opportunity he was dreaming of when he was drafted 
77th overall in 2015 by the Panthers, but it was going to be better than 
the one he was getting in Florida, with Sergei Bobrovsky locked in and 
young phenom Spencer Knight rising. 

A year ago, it couldn’t have been much worse, with Bobrovsky, Knight 
and Chris Driedger ahead of Montembeault on the Panthers' depth chart. 
He made a combined 25 appearances with their team over the two 
seasons prior, but none over the course of the 2020-21 season. 

So, if you had told Montembeault on the day he landed with the 
Canadiens that he’d still be with this team and have 16 appearances 
under his belt before the halfway point of the season, he’d have surely 
considered that an unexpected development. 

“I probably wouldn’t have believed you,” Montembeault said after 
Thursday’s 4-3 overtime loss to the Vegas Golden Knights. “But I’m really 
happy with the situation right now.” 

How could he not be? Not only is he playing often, he’s playing behind a 
last-place team that forces him to be at his best every time he steps in 
front of the net. And Montembeault is rising to that challenge despite 
having only two wins to his name. 

He deserved a third on Thursday after notching the second with a 49-
save performance against the Dallas Starts Tuesday. He made another 
49 saves against Vegas -- none of them better than the William Karlsson 
backhand-forehand overtime breakaway attempt he turned aside 
seconds before Shea Theodore made a world-class move on Christian 
Dvorak and ended the game. 

“I’d have liked to have won to get the team’s first winning streak of the 
season,” Montembeault said. 

But hey, on Thursday he became the first Canadiens goaltender in their 
112-year history to face more than 50 shots in consecutive games. And 
in turning as many of them as he did aside, he’s revived his NHL career 
and turned some heads in the process. 

“He’s been so good for us,” said Canadiens defenceman Ben Chiarot. 
“Very happy for him. He’s young, trying to prove himself in the league, 
and he’s had some incredible performances for us. 

“He’s really quiet, just goes about his business. He’s just a young, baby-
faced kid, but you wouldn’t know it by the way he’s playing. He looks like 
a seasoned vet in the net, and I feel like as he goes here he’s only 
getting better for us.” 

As the Canadiens go, Montembeault is going to be seeing a lot more of 
that net. 

Price, who hasn’t played a game this season, continues to recover from 
summer knee surgery and, since last we checked, hasn’t been on the ice 
since mid-December. And Canadiens backup Jake Allen, who took on 
most starts in October and December, will now be sidelined another eight 
weeks after suffering a lower-body injury against the Boston Bruins on 
Jan. 12. 

It won’t be easy, but Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme believes 
Montembeault will continue to rise to the occasion. 

“I know him for a while now,” said Ducharme. “He was in junior, and we 
had him too at Hockey Canada. He’s matured a lot as a player. What I 
like with him is the way he shows up every day. He’s working really hard 
with (Canadiens goaltending coach) Eric (Raymond) every day, working 
on his game, and I think you can see it’s paying off. He comes into the 

game with a plan and I think he’s getting more and more comfortable 
within that plan. It brings him success. With the news we got today with 
Jake, (and with) Carey being out, it’s a great opportunity for him.” 

You can see it. This unexpected time in the spotlight is giving 
Montembeault much to smile about, despite the results not being there 
for the Canadiens. 

After Thursday’s game, he came to his Zoom conference laughing after 
having just been informed several members of the media have dubbed 
him 'Dikembe' -- a most fitting nickname after Dikembe Mutombo, who 
was a legendary shot blocker in the NBA. 

“He loves it,” said Canadiens VP of communications Chantal Machabee. 
“He cracked up laughing and made (Mutumbo’s patented) finger-waving 
sign." 

This young goaltender has earned the attention. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Aisha Visram reflects on impact of her NHL moment: 
'Representation matters' 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

January 20, 2022, 10:29 AM 

 

It was when the lights went low and the anthems rung out within the walls 
of the Los Angeles Kings’ arena that Aisha Visram truly felt the weight of 
her big-league moment. 

Thrust into the spotlight last Thursday with her presence on the bench 
making some NHL history, it was in that near-darkness that Visram was 
granted a quiet moment to reflect on the path that had brought her there. 

“I had to hold back tears a little bit during the anthems, which was not 
something I'm used to,” she said with a laugh Wednesday. “Working with 
the L.A. Kings organization, I'm used to seeing our superstars every day 
at the practice facility. … But then when you get on an NHL bench and 
we're playing the Pittsburgh Penguins, and you see Sidney Crosby 
standing there and all the rest of them, it was definitely, you know, 'Wow. 
This is real. This is happening.’” 

The opportunity came as the Kings navigated the continued chaos of the 
pandemic, the virus leaving the club’s training staff with holes in need of 
filling on game night. They turned to Visram — the head athletic trainer 
for the team’s AHL affiliate, the Ontario Reign — to get them through. 

In doing so, she became the second woman to ever work an NHL game 
from behind the bench, following Montreal Canadiens assistant athletic 
trainer Jodi van Rees two decades prior. 

But standing there as the anthems played, Visram’s mind wasn’t on how 
she slotted into hockey’s history books. Her thoughts instead drifted back 
to all the people who’d helped her along the way as she pushed forward 
towards her dream. 

“I worked really hard for a long time, made a lot of sacrifices. My friends 
and family have made a lot of sacrifices,” she said. “And to get to that 
point where I can work [an NHL] game, it was great for myself, my family, 
my friends, all my classmates from everywhere I've been. When the 
anthems were playing, I felt like they were all there with me sharing in the 
moment.” 

They got the chance to share in the moment more directly earlier that day 
with Visram receiving the news after practice wrapped up around 1 p.m. 
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Thursday that she would be working the Kings game. Her first call was to 
her parents, whose response on the other end of the line was 
predictable. 

“Just excitement. They know how hard I work and the sacrifices that I 
made,” she said. “And the ones they made too — I mean, the season's 
busy and there's plenty of unanswered texts and missed calls when they 
try to contact me during the season. So it was nice to kind of [say], 'Hey, 
it's all been worth it, because I'm going to get a chance tonight.' Everyone 
was really excited. I did also text a couple of my friends and luckily 
Sportsnet was carrying the game, so all my friends and family in Canada 
got to watch it, which made it even more special.” 

Historic as Visram's arrival on that bench might’ve been, it wasn’t the 
novelty of it that prompted the Kings to call her name on Thursday. The 
opportunity simply went to the one who’d proven most deserving, who’d 
made clear over hours, days, weeks and months that they were ready. 

“That's how we've always treated things here. You earn what you get. 
And I got fortunate and earned the opportunity to move up and fill a role,” 
Visram said. “Obviously, you don't want to lose staff members, that's not 
the ideal situation. But it was just a perfect combination of right place, 
right time and then a good track record of proving that I had the skills and 
experience to work at this level.” 

It was the culmination of a journey that started a decade ago in the 
NCAA, where Visram made her first foray into the athletic training world 
with St. Lawrence University. From there, it was on to the ECHL with the 
Adirondack Thunder as head athletic trainer and strength coach, a 
position she held for three years. 

She took a role with the Reign in early 2021, amid the tumult of the 
pandemic and its ever-unpredictable impact on the hockey world, earning 
the head athletic trainer role with the AHL club six months later. 

After wading through the grind of the minors, wondering if she’d get that 
next shot, continuing to work her way up through the ranks, standing on 
that NHL bench surrounded by some of the game’s most prolific stars 
was validation enough for all those moments she refused to give in to the 
uncertainty. 

“At every level, there's challenges. It takes a lot to work up to the 
professional level,” she said of that journey. “And, you know, there are 
definitely things that happen along the way that can discourage you — 
you can keep applying for jobs and not get them and give up. Or you can 
you can keep trying. Looking back now, I'm really glad that I kept going.” 

Visram’s presence on the Kings’ bench took over the internet Thursday 
night, with the Professional Hockey Athletic Trainers Society initially 
believing her to be the first woman ever to be behind the bench for an 
NHL game, before offering a correction Saturday. In the moment, though, 
with that milestone seemingly reached, Visram’s accomplishment was 
raised up and lauded, her barrier-breaking taking centre stage throughout 
the hockey world. 

The reaction was, more than anything else, a reflection of just how much 
progress is still needed. 

“This story has received a lot of attention, which is overwhelming, but it is 
in some ways disappointing that it has,” she said Wednesday. “I mean, a 
woman stood on the bench for an NHL game, and it felt like the entire 
sporting world took notice. And that's obviously not what we want. 

“If people can't remember the last time there was a woman on an NHL 
bench, it's clearly been too long. There's no easy answer as to how to 
move forward, but I hope some point soon that it's no longer news.” 

On the other hand, with the hockey world still far from that goal, it wasn’t 
lost on Visram just how impactful her arrival on that bench, in that game, 
on screens across the continent and beyond, was for so many. The 
importance of it was made abundantly clear by the messages that rolled 
in one after another following the game — parents who said their kids 
were inspired by the sight of her, students who said watching her do her 
thing at the sport’s highest level made them believe they could reach 

those same lofty heights. It was those messages that have stuck with her 
most in the days since, she said. 

And she hopes it’s that sentiment, above all else, that’s taken away by 
young people who finally saw themselves in the sport they love through 
Visram’s arrival. 

“I hope that they realize that you really can do anything,” she said. “I think 
representation matters. I think that when you see someone who looks 
like you doing something that you want to do, it helps you believe that 
you can do it too. And I think as much as all this attention has made me 
very uncomfortable, at the same time, if it helps to show others that you 
can do this too, then I can make my peace with the attention. Because I 
know that that's important. That when you're a kid, your dreams are so 
pure and you should get to believe that you can do anything. 

“If seeing me on the bench did that for anyone then, I mean, that's an 
honour for me.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL's Top 13 RFAs of 2022: Latest rumours, reports 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 20, 2022, 1:00 PM 

 

Yes, one could quibble about the ranking on this list, or the players left 
just outside the cut. That’s because the quality of this summer's 
impending NHL restricted free agents is so deep. 

And loaded with game-breaking young forwards. 

We have top-line wingers and emerging franchise centremen who will be 
due for raises, plus a couple guys who are establishing themselves as 
top-four defencemen in their early 20s. 

Calgary’s Brad Treliving will be under the most pressure to negotiate 
long-term extensions with his RFAs, but there are stress points in 
Vancouver, Winnipeg and Ottawa as well. 

Plus, we should have a better understanding of who won 2021’s Jets-
Jackets blockbuster based on which GM is able to re-sign his star and for 
how much. 

As these RFAs shine in their platform seasons and owners wrestle with a 
relatively flat salary cap and pandemic losses, midseason extensions for 
RFAs have been few and far between, setting up some compelling 
negotiations (or trades?) in the off-season. 

Free agency is set for July 13. 

Here’s where things stand with the top 13 impending RFAs of 2021. 

Luke Fox 

1. Matthew Tkachuk 

Age on July 13: 24 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $7 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Sixth overall pick. Hockey genes. Top-line winger 
tracking a fourth consecutive 20-goal campaign. 2020 All-Star Game rep. 
Potential future captain. Notorious for crawling under opponents’ skin. 
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The latest: Despite a 2020-21 production dip and a couple dustups of off-
season trade rumours — a St. Louis homecoming? a package deal to 
lure Jack Eichel out of Buffalo? — Tkachuk remains an important piece 
of Calgary’s hopes this season. 

Brad Treliving shot down the idea that he’d deal his most marketable star 
(“There’s nothing to it," the GM said in the summer), but there is a sense 
of inevitability that the band in Calgary won’t be quite the same after this 
season. 

Eleven roster players are on expiring deals, and a major decision must 
be made regarding pending UFA Johnny Gaudreau — who could 
command the most money of any forward on 2022’s open market. 

Tkachuk has shrewdly set himself up for a payday no matter how this 
shakes out. 

While his cap hit is $7 million, the winger’s actual salary this season is $9 
million. That’s the price Treliving would have to sign off on for Tkachuk’s 
next qualifying offer. Add in Tkachuk’s arbitration rights, and the player 
has growing leverage. 

Calgary’s front office must devise a long-term plan and commit to the 
right forwards. Feels like it’ll be a fork-in-the-road off-season in Alberta. 

2. Pierre-Luc Dubois 

Age on July 13: 24 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Third-overall pick. Silver medallist for Team Canada at 
world juniors and world championships. Strong, 220-pound two-way 
centre. Kicked off his career with two 20-goal seasons. Capable of 60 
points. Jets surrendered a haul to acquire him from Columbus. 

The latest: Enjoying a fine bounce-back season after a disruptive and 
disastrous 2020-21, Dubois’s play is justifying a payday. Much like others 
on this list, the centre’s actual salary ($6.65 million) is greater than his 
cap hit. It’ll take at least that much for the Jets to qualify him, and more in 
arbitration. 

If GM Kevin Cheveldayoff — who plays his cards close to vest — is to 
lock up Dubois long-term, which was the plan when trading for him, he 
might need to sign him to the richest contract in club history. 

We’re not certain Dubois and superagent Pat Brisson want a seven- or 
eight-year deal, but if so, it’ll take a figure north of $8 million on an AAV 
to get it done. 

The easier deal might be five years, but that would walk Dubois to UFA 
status right after his 29th birthday. 

3. Jason Robertson 

Age on July 13: 22 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $795,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2021 All-Rookie Team and Calder Trophy runner-up. 
Bronze medallist for Team USA at 2021 worlds. Rare Star forward under 
age 25 who can produce offence: 30 goals, 78 points through first 82 
NHL games. 

The latest: Part of the reason Jim Nill has lost interest in extending 
pending UFA defenceman John Klingberg is because the Dallas GM is 
seeking to invest a greater portion of his limited cap space in youth. 

Robertson and emerging goaltender Jake Oettinger are supplying 
excellent value on their entry-level contracts. Both are restricted free 

agents come summer, however, and will require decent raises. 
Robertson, in particular, has been a godsend, establishing himself as a 
top-six threat and picking up some slack from the aging leaders Tyler 
Seguin and Jamie Benn. 

Nill faces a compelling question: Try to lock up as much of Robertson’s 
prime now in hopes he looks like a bargain later, the way Nill did with 
2021 RFA Miro Heiskanen? Or go with a bridge deal and risk handing 
Robertson increased leverage down the road? 

4. Patrik Laine 

Age on July 13: 24 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $7.5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall draft pick. Columbus already gave up a 
top centre (Dubois) to acquire Laine. Capable of ripping 40 goals. 
Marketable personality. Blue Jackets need all the scoring they can get. 

The latest: Despite the Finnish sniper’s hot start this fall (10 points in 10 
games) — a fine rebound from his dismal 2020-21 — injury and the 
tragic death of his father, Harri, have made for a rocky platform season. 

Laine accepted a hefty qualifying offer last summer (one year at $7.5 
million), but he’ll again be a restricted free agent with arbitration rights in 
the summer. 

GM Jarmo Kekäläinen cannot run the risk of inking Laine to another one-
year deal and effectively walking an elite talent to unrestricted free 
agency shortly after he turns 25. 

So, does Laine want to commit long-term to an organization that has 
been shedding assets for futures and clearly needs several more pieces 
to contend? 

A critical second half will be integral to Laine’s value, and the value 
Columbus sees in him. 

Both sides seem content to play the waiting game here. 

5. Josh Norris 

Age on July 13: 23 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Incredible release. No. 1 centre 
potential. Key acquisition in the 2018 Erik Karlsson blockbuster trade. 33 
goals and 59 points through first 89 NHL games. Prime aligns with young 
Senators core. Centres Nick Paul and Chris Tierney could both walk as 
UFAs. 

The latest: Preliminary talks between Norris’s agent, Newport Sports’ 
Craig Oster, and GM Pierre Dorion are believed to have already 
commenced. 

But if the prolonged RFA negotiation between another Oster client, Brady 
Tkachuk, and the Senators taught us anything, this one could go down to 
the wire. 

Norris was provided a handy comparable when the Montreal Canadiens 
jumped to extend 22-year-old centre Nick Suzuki to a handsome eight-
year, $63-million extension in October. Since then, Norris has been the 
more productive player. 

Dorion skipped the bridge and committed long term to core pieces 
Tkachuk, Thomas Chabot and Drake Batherson. 
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Good teams are built up the middle. Why would he not try the same 
philosophy with Norris? 

6. Jesper Bratt 

Age on July 13: 23 

Position: Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2.75 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Fast becoming one of the NHL’s most underrated 
forwards. Silky mitts. Four consecutive 30-point seasons in which he’s 
steadily increased his points per game. Selected to Sweden’s 2019 world 
championship squad. Devils’ highest scorer at the halfway mark. 

The latest: Bratt is about to make the franchise pay. 

Delivering back-to-back career seasons since signing his two-year bridge 
contract, Bratt is thriving in a breakout performance for New Jersey. 

The sixth-rounder might be a bit of a late bloomer, but his confidence and 
underlying numbers are accelerating upward. In a somewhat surprising 
move, Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald committed early and aggressively to 
Bratt’s younger teammate, Jack Hughes, with an eight-year, $64-million 
whopper. 

Hughes is a centre and arrived more highly touted; Bratt is a winger. 

With the Devils’ largest cap hit, P.K. Subban ($9 million), coming off the 
books, space to extend Bratt won’t be an issue. But keeping his price tag 
well below Hughes’s might be. 

7. Andrew Mangiapane 

Age on July 13: 26 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2.425 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: MVP for gold medallist Team Canada at the 2021 
worlds, scoring seven goals in seven games at the tournament. Named 
to Canada’s Olympic long list. Provides critical even-strength scoring. 
Solid penalty killer. Accepted a team-friendly bridge deal last time. 

The latest: Mangiapane said he was open to a long-term deal in Calgary 
the last time he turned RFA, but the Flames’ tight cap situation made a 
two-year contract the best option. 

Well, the versatile forward appears ready to make them pay this time — 
either by landing a windfall or setting himself up to walk away in his 
prime. 

“My advice to him would be to do a short-term deal by way of arbitration 
or negotiation — negotiating ideally — and then let’s wait and take a look 
at the landscape,” agent Ritch Winter told Eric Francis. 

“You’re a year away from being an unrestricted free agent at age 27 and, 
really, in the heart of your best producing years of your career. There’s 
nothing more valuable in a player’s career than his ability to look into free 
agency and see what the options are, and I highly recommend that he 
focus on that.” 

The best option for Mangiapane would be the worst one for Treliving, 
whose plate will be overloaded with tough decisions. 

Calgary already has five forwards making $4.85 million or more in 2022-
23, and that list does not include Gaudreau, Tkachuk or Mangiapane. 
Yikes. 

“At the end of the day there may be a number that Andrew finds very 
compelling, that he will take — that’s his choice,” Winter added. 

“He likes Calgary. He has lots of friends in Calgary and best friends on 
the team. The team may be the best choice, so you don’t want to close 
the door on Calgary being his spot. There’s a lot of factors that weigh in 
favour of him signing long term in Calgary after free agency.” 

8. Tony DeAngelo 

Age on July 13: 26 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $1 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Right-shot defenceman in his prime. Skates 19-plus 
minutes a night. Proven producer from the back end. One of best bargain 
buys of the summer. Letting his play do all the talking (so far). 

The latest: Leaving New York City with bridges burning in his wake, the 
lightning-rod DeAngelo accepted a humbling $1-million shut-up-and-play 
deal with contending Carolina. 

Halfway through his redemption bid, the offensive defenceman has kept 
his opinions to himself and played to his strengths. The Hurricanes may 
have lost Dougie Hamilton to free agency, but dollar for dollar, DeAngelo 
has done a fine job of providing some of Hamilton’s playmaking. 

“We felt comfortable after doing all the research of bringing him here on a 
short-term deal, and we’ll continue to work with him,” said GM Don 
Waddell, who absorbed some fan criticism for the hire. 

“Tony recognizes that he’s made mistakes. Every time he has made 
mistakes, he has improved on it. It’s something that he’s fully aware of, 
we’re fully aware. That is why, again, we did a short-term contract with a 
very low number. We’ll get him here, get him in our environment, and we 
believe it will all go well for us.” 

That Carolina is rumoured to be keenly interested in trade-bait 
defencemen like John Klingberg and Jakob Chychrun suggests 
DeAngelo — whose play demands a raise — is at risk of pricing himself 
out of town come summer. 

Or perhaps things have gone so well, that the sides re-up for another 
short-term deal. 

9. Mario Ferraro 

Age on July 13: 23 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Won gold with Team Canada at 2021 worlds. Skates 
an eye-popping 24 minutes a night. Fan favourite who runs his own 
YouTube channel. Beginning to flex some of the offence he wielded in 
college. Plays bigger than his size. 

The latest: Ferraro won’t wow you with his stat line, but he’s increasingly 
assuming a more important role on a San Jose blueline desperate for a 
youthful boost. 

Surely, Ferraro noted his UMass D partner, Cale Makar, hit a home run 
in negotiations with the Avalanche last summer, and it sounds like he’ll 
be gunning for security as well. 

“The Sharks are the team that trusted me and drafted me,” Ferraro told 
reporters. “I’m very loyal to this to this organization. I don’t see there ever 
being any better organization that I’d like to be a part of. 

“I’d love to be a Shark forever.” 

The affable Ferraro is being mentioned as future captain material. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 21, 2022 

 

While there’s no rush to slap a letter on him yet, there is more money 
available to take care of him and potential UFA Tomas Hertl now that 
Evander Kane’s salary has been freed up. 

10. Brock Boeser 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $5.75 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Bronze medallist repping Team USA 
at 2016 world juniors. 2018 NHL All-Rookie Team and All-Star Game 
MVP. Three-time 20-goal scorer. Two-time 50-point getter. 

The latest: Boeser was downright electric as a rookie, stacking a career-
best 29 goals and causing Canucks fans to believe this was just the 
beginning. 

Much like the rest of the roster, however, Boeser has cooled since then 
— which should make his next negotiation a doozy. 

Boeser’s agent, Ben Hankinson, said that he and former GM Jim 
Benning had discussed a six- and seven-year options for Boeser coming 
out of his entry-level deal. Ultimately, a three-year bridge won the day. 

Although Boeser’s cap hit is $5.75 million, his actual salary is $7.5 million 
— so a one-year qualifying offer for that amount will need to be sent his 
way by whomever Jim Rutherford hires as Vancouver’s next GM. 

With Elias Pettersson underdelivering since his raise and Bo Horvat and 
J.T. Miller hitting UFA in 2023, the next GM faces some interesting 
questions as he builds the future core of Vancouver forwards. 

11. Adrian Kempe 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Centre / Wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. 2018 world championship gold 
medallist for Team Sweden. Named to 2022 All-Star Game amidst a 
career season. Speedster. Big body. 

The latest: With his three-year bridge contract winding down, Kempe has 
slammed the gas. He exceeded his career highs in goals and game-
winners prior to the schedule’s halfway point and was named the Kings’ 
representative to the all-star game. 

“It was a little bit of a shock. I’m very excited for it,” Kempe said. “I felt like 
going into this year I want to take another step, scoring goals and 
shooting more. It’s paying off right now. I’m trying to have at least three 
shots on goal every night.” 

Further, Kempe’s ice time has increased in all situations as he gains 
more defensive trust from coach Todd MacLellan. 

We don’t envision Kempe’s extension causing an issue. As veteran 
Dustin Brown’s $5.875-million cap hit comes down (or off the books), a 
chunk of that should go toward Kempe’s raise. 

12. Noah Dobson 

Age on July 13: 22 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $894,167 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Represented Team Canada at 2019 
world juniors. Already earning top-four minutes in New York. Right shot. 

Already hit career highs in goals and points. 20 games of playoff 
experience. 

The latest: Ryan Pulock and Adam Pelech didn’t secure their life-
changing extensions until their late-20s, and Dobson will sit down at Lou 
Lamoriello’s negotiating table with little leverage (i.e., no arbitration 
rights). 

Yes, Dobson finding his stride in the final winter of his entry-level deal is 
fantastic news. Still, we bet it’ll be in the player and team’s best interest 
to go short term. By the time Dobson is ready for a big extension, the cap 
should be on the rise. 

"I think he’s playing with a lot more confidence," future Hall of Famer and 
current defence partner Zdeno Chara said. "You can see in his game 
he’s making some plays, being there for us in crucial times. He’s using 
his hockey sense and his skating ability. He’s playing really well." 

13. Ilya Samsonov 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Goaltender 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Silver and bronze medallist at world 
juniors. 2016 Gagarin Cup champion. Capitals do not have an NHL 
goalie under contract for 2022-23. Big frame (6-foot-3, 200 pounds). 
Wins games. 

The latest: The patiently developed successor to Braden Holtby has 
played well enough to keep the Capitals in the mix for contention in a 
tight Metropolitan Division — but he is still seeking a serious commitment 
from management. 

There was some speculation that Washington was tempted to expose the 
young goalie in the Seattle expansion draft. The Russian was ultimately 
protected and signed to a one-year prove-it deal that rides him to a 
potential arbitration case this off-season. 

GM Brian MacLellan’s biggest question mark heading into 2022-23 could 
well be his crease. With both Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek on expiring 
deals, it will be interesting to see whom he takes care of first and for how 
much. 

Because the Caps are in win-now mode, playoff performance should play 
a huge factor here. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.21.2022 

1233035 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / NHL Prospect Notebook: Wright still No. 1, but Cooley 
enters conversation 

 

Sam Cosentino 

January 20, 2022, 2:56 PM 

 

The NHL Draft and draft lottery are still months away, but the Montreal 
Canadiens look more and more destined for best odds at the No. 1 pick 
after losing what many called the "disaster bowl" against the Arizona 
Coyotes, and NHL Central Scouting is starting to release lists ranking the 
available prospects. 

With that in mind, here's an update on all things NHL prospects in my 
latest notebook: 
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Men of Steel 

The 10th edition of the BioSteel All-American game took place Monday in 
Plymouth, Michigan and Team Blue defeated Team White 4-3 in 
overtime. It was the most tightly contested game in the history of the 
event as USA Hockey has tweaked the format over the last few years. 
The current format, where USNTDP team players and the top draft-
eligible players from the USHL were pooled together and then divided 
into two teams, seems to provide the most competitive environment. 

Green Bay’s Damien Carfagna scored the game-winner. Program 
players Cutter Gauthier and Rutger McGroarty, both of Team Blue, led 
the way with two points each. McGroarty was named the Player of the 
Game. 

Draft Central 

Last week, NHL Central Scouting released its first numbered rankings for 
the 2022 NHL Draft. 

A number of players made quantum leaps, so here are a few new names 
to keep an eye on for the rest of the season: 

• No. 5 — D Pavel Mintyukov (Saginaw) 

• No. 7 — F Jack Hughes (Northeastern) 

• No. 11 — F Luca Dal Bel Belluz (Mississauga) 

• No. 13 — F Matyas Sapovaliv (Saginaw) 

• No. 14 — F Adam Ingram (Youngstown) 

• No. 19 — F Owen Beck (Mississauga) 

And from the international list, here are a few more: 

• No. 12 — F Gleb Trikozov 

• No. 13 — D Calle Odelius 

• No. 17 — F Kirill Dolzhenkov 

• No. 18 — D Otto Salin. 

A few interesting comments were made by NHL Director of Central 
Scouting Dan Marr on the NHL Draft Class podcast on NHL.com. 

To paraphrase: 

1. Shane Wright is still the top-rated prospect, but Marr feels Logan 
Cooley has entered the first overall pick conversation. 

2. Thanks to the stops and starts in the schedule, Marr and his staff had 
time away from the rink before Christmas. The additional time allowed 
staff to view more video, update reports and complete lists previous to 
their meetings surrounding the release of the midterm rankings. The 
preparedness made for thoughtful and engaging conversation while 
building the rankings. 

Not Again 

The CHL made it official, it has postponed the 2022 CHL/NHL Top 
Prospects game originally scheduled for Feb. 2 in Kitchener. The 
league’s desire is to keep the game in Kitchener, as it is central Toronto 
and relatively easy to get to from the Buffalo and Detroit borders, making 
it highly accessible to scouts. There’s plenty to be determined as to when 
it may be rescheduled, but timing will be a challenge. 

Groundhog Day 

The QMJHL extended its pause to Feb. 1, while the OHL and WHL 
continue to plow through the schedule, making concessions whenever 
teams have to go into COVID protocols. 

Ouchie 

In seeing Shane Wright (SN No.1) live in Hamilton Sunday, I couldn’t 
help but think about the adversity he’s faced since coming into the 

league. Three years into his OHL career, he has yet to complete a full 
season, and hasn’t yet to be afforded a chance to play in a playoff game. 
The adversity continued Sunday when he was hit in the face by an errant 
dump-in attempt by a teammate. 

Draft eligible Paul Ludwinski looked good, playing with speed, energy 
and passion despite being mired in an 8-1 loss. 

On the other side of the ledger, Bulldogs defenceman Jorian Donovan 
(son of former NHLer Shean) played solidly, skating well, moving pucks 
efficiently and chipping in with an assist. 

Both players are expected to go in the top three rounds in July. 

Where’s Joakim? 

As far as Liiga play is concerned, here are a few updates. Players 
returned from the world juniors to find out the schedule had been paused. 
JYP’s Joakim Kemmell (SN No.3) is rumoured to have an injured 
shoulder and has still not played since returning from Canada. 

Move Along 

Brad Lambert (SN No.2) on the other hand, has switched clubs and is 
now playing for the Lahden Pelicans. It’s rare this happens, but a move 
to a new club should help rejuvenate Lambert who had just six points in 
24 games with JYP before the move. Lambert made his Pelicans debut 
Monday, playing a season-high 21:37 without a point on five shots and a 
plus-1 rating. 

Five Rings Chatter 

With NHL players not participating in the Olympics, there will be several 
NHL prospects getting the opportunity to represent their countries. 

With Canada soon to announce its Olympic roster, we know Owen Power 
will be on the team, but there’s potential for a couple other junior players 
to be there as well. Think Mason McTavish or Kaiden Guhle. 

The US Olympic team features five players that were on their world junior 
team: forwards Matty Beniers and Matthew Knies, defencemen Brock 
Faber and Jake Sanderson, and goalie Drew Commesso. 

The Slovaks have also included two players from their world junior team 
in Juraj Slafkovsky (SN No.6) and defenceman Simon Nemec (SN 
No.12) 

The Russians have invited Nashville goalie prospect Yaroslav Askarov 
and New Jersey first-round defenceman Shakir Mukhamadullin. 

Winnipeg’s Nikolaj Ehlers will have a keen interest in what happens in 
Beijing. His dad Heinz is the Head Coach of the Danish National team. 

Draft Winds Blowing 

With all that has gone on in Quebec, and the current state of the 
province, there has to be questions surrounding whether or not the Bell 
Centre is a viable venue to host the July 7-8 draft. The last two drafts 
have been held virtually, and surely the NHL will not want to see that 
happen again. With several US-based NHL markets open for business, 
the league may consider moving the draft again and deferring Montreal 
for yet another year. 

Hughes for Thought 

When Kent Hughes took the Montreal Canadiens GM job, you couldn’t 
help but think about his son Jack who plays for NCAA Northeastern. The 
shifty forward has nine points in 22 games as a freshman. He was the 
seventh rated North American prospect in the latest release of NHL 
Central Scouring rankings. 
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TSN.CA / Flames have been flailing in their own end 

 

Travis Yost 

 

On Tuesday, we looked at a struggling Edmonton Oilers team and some 
incredibly discouraging trends with the performance of their penalty-kill 
groups. 

But the Oilers aren’t the only team struggling right now. In fact, they 
aren’t the only team in Alberta struggling right now. Their provincial rival 
in Calgary has three wins in their past 11 games, and much like 
Edmonton, has seen an early standings lead disintegrate. 

What’s going wrong in Calgary? At even strength, quite a bit. The team 
has been in a bit of a shooting slump in recent months, but the part that 
must give head coach Darryl Sutter the most heartburn is what’s 
happening in front of his goaltenders. 

The Flames jumped out to a roaring start (marked by a six-game win 
streak in October), playing an up-tempo and puck-dominant style of 
hockey 

One thing struck me in the early days of this season: the Flames 
hellaciously defended the neutral zone and did a masterful job at limiting 
opposing offences to one-and-done opportunities when they were able to 
gain the blueline. There were shades, albeit brief, of Sutter’s old Los 
Angeles Kings teams – teams renowned for winning games on margin, 
drastically outchancing opponents and playing an in-your-face style of 
defence. 

But that’s changed with time. Look at the Flames underlying numbers at 
even strength. I have plotted their rate-scoring for and against, as well as 
expected rate-scoring based on shot volumes and the quality of those 
shots. 

Offensively, the Flames have been the same team all season, just with a 
bit less shooting luck around the holiday season. With whatever 
limitations the Flames have down the middle of the lineup, only eight 
teams have scored more goals even-strength this season. Even during 
this two-month swoon, the Flames are seventh in expected goal rates – a 
tick behind a Toronto Maple Leafs team that’s been unstoppable in the 
offensive zone for some time now. 

Defensively, that’s a horrific trend. There is no other way to say it. And 
notably, expected goal rates are surging in lockstep with goals conceded. 
We can reasonably infer two points from here: the degree in which 
opponents threaten the Flames in the defensive zone has drastically 
changed to the downside, and Calgary’s goaltenders haven't been the 
erasers they need to be – more on this in a moment. 

What’s interesting about the skater group is there isn’t a specific line or 
pairing that’s contributing to the defensive breakdowns. In fact, only 
Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube have been able to hold firm to their 
defensive numbers through this mid-season swoon. (Mangiapane and 
Dube have spent about half of their even-strength minutes together, 
mixing and matching with players like Mikael Backlund and Blake 
Coleman.)  

I mentioned the goaltenders earlier and how they haven’t been able to 
erase goals against in a way you might like to see during a difficult 
stretch like this. Jacob Markstrom and Dan Vladar were aces to start the 
season, but right now they are adding to the problem:  

Ultimately, this is how you end up mired in a lengthy losing stretch. 

Without high-end shooters or an impenetrable blueline, the Flames – like 
many teams – must win on volume. You win on volume by dominating 
possession of the puck and controlling the run of play. That’s abated, in 
large part because they are spending so much time bailing water in the 
defensive third. Teams are increasingly comfortable attacking on the 

inside of the Calgary defence, and the goaltenders have been all too 
accommodating in allowing them to find the back of the net. 

The Flames are a better team than they have shown over the past two 
months, but performance is not going to rebound until Sutter’s team 
builds some defensive integrity back into their play. Right now, it has the 
look and feel of a team at risk of missing the playoffs. 
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TSN.CA / Wright leaves door open atop TSN's mid-season draft rankings 

 

Bob McKenzie 

 

It is still the Shane Wright Draft. 

For now, anyway. 

To be clear, though, the Kingston Frontenac centre’s top-prospect status 
is by no means a sure thing – even if nine of 10 scouts ranked the 
Burlington, Ont., native first on TSN’s 2022 Mid-Season NHL Draft 
Rankings. 

“I think [Wright’s] first half-performance has left the door open for 
someone to unseat him,” said one of the 10 scouts surveyed by TSN to 
determine consensus rankings aimed at projecting where in the draft 
players are likely to be chosen. 

“[No. 1] is absolutely still up for grabs,” said another scout. 

Bear in mind that these two scouts, while voicing some concerns, still 
currently have Wright atop their lists. But they would like to see more 
from him. And from the other contenders for No. 1, for that matter. 

Two forces appear to be at work here — Wright’s so-so performance 
thus far this season combined with the other top prospects, who could 
conceivably challenge him for No. 1, not fully seizing the opportunity. 

Wright’s game has been, to varying degrees, viewed as underwhelming, 
especially when weighed against the high expectations coming into the 
2021-22 season. High expectations, one should add, that Wright created 
for himself by his outstanding play prior to this season. 

It isn’t that Wright has been a bust or that scouts are skeptical of him as a 
high-end NHL prospect. He’s fully expected to be a good NHL player, but 
the scouts are looking for more great than good from the No. 1 overall 
pick. Wright’s game this season has lacked any sort of “wow” factor or 
“dynamic” aspect. 

All of which has come as a rather notable surprise. 

Wright was awarded exceptional player status by Hockey Canada in 
2019, allowing him to enter the OHL as a 15-year-old for the 2019-20 
OHL season. He didn’t disappoint either, scoring 39 goals and 66 points 
in 58 games as a rookie. 

Wright didn’t play in the 2020-21 OHL season because the league was 
shut down by the pandemic, but he was able to play as an underage 
player in the 2021 Under-18 World Championship in Texas, where he 
was absolutely outstanding in helping to lead Canada to the gold medal. 

All of that led to Wright being a unanimous 10-for-10 No. 1 in TSN’s pre-
season draft rankings in late September, before the OHL 2021-22 
season began. He went into this season being projected as a bona fide 
No. 1 NHL centre, though many scouts have since downgraded that 
projection to no better than a No. 2 NHL centre. 
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Wright’s numbers have been trending in the wrong direction this season. 
His .67 goals per game as a 15-year-old OHL rookie has dropped to .48 
this season. His points per game have improved — 1.14 as a 15-year-old 
to 1.24 as a now 17-year-old — but so much more was expected in his 
draft year. 

At the, albeit abbreviated, 2022 World Junior Championship, Wright was, 
at best, just okay in a really small sample size. Scouts were hoping 
Wright, and his 2022 draft challengers, would use the World Juniors to 
define and assert themselves. That didn’t happen. Wright’s play raised 
more questions than it answered. 

Nevertheless, only one scout surveyed by TSN actually took the leap and 
dropped Wright from the No. 1 spot, putting Russian winger Ivan 
Miroshnichenko at the top of his mid-season rankings. 

“[Wright] was great coming out of the U-18s last year but it was a really 
small sample size,” the scout said. “I have concerns for his lack of 
dominance this season. For me, Miroshnichenko has a higher ceiling.” 

Here is a sampling of comments from some scouts who still have Wright 
at No. 1 but are expressing some reservations: 

“His engagement has been good, his production underwhelming given 
the expectations,” one said. “Overall, I could say [Wright] is an above-
average prospect but not where you would think a No. 1 overall pick 
should be.” 

“He’s not played with enough urgency or determination,” said another 
scout. “He’s not been carrying his team or competitive enough in puck 
battles. He really needs to step it up in the second half.” 

“Just alright in my viewings,” said a third scout. 

“His performance has not been special in any way,” said a fourth scout, 
who anticipated Wright would, in fact, be special. “He does not have a lot 
of energy in his game right now.” 

“He has not played with the vigour or passion to score as he has in years 
past,” said a fifth scout, who feels Wright could solidify No. 1 if he 
rediscovers his game. “If he plays the way he did [at the U-18] in Texas 
las year, he’ll run away with No. 1.” 

No one doubts Wright has the tools to be a good NHL player, but if he’s 
going to be No. 1, he will have to demonstrate them on a more consistent 
basis. But he’s still at the top of the draft pile. Not every scout is sounding 
the alarm. 

“I don’t have a big issue [with his game],” a sixth scout opined. “He is still 
over a point per game and the problem is a lot of people expect him to be 
at 2.5 points per game. He’s going to be a second-line centre in the NHL. 
He’ll be reliable and coaches will love his work ethic, tools and hockey 
sense.” 

And many scouts still rave about his shot and conscientious commitment 
to play an all-around game, featuring maturity beyond his years when he 
doesn’t have the puck. 

As for Wright’s competition for No. 1, there’s the rub. The feeling 
amongst scouts is that Wright’s challengers have yet to fully make their 
own case as a No. 1 overall. 

Beyond Wright, or even including him for that matter, it’s not so much 
welcome to the (2022 draft) jungle as much as it welcome to the “jumble.” 
There is a wide divergence of opinion from the scouting community on 
who should be No. 2, as well as the ordering for the top 5 and top 10. It’s 
all over the hockey map, quite literally, in a heavily Euro-flavoured top 10. 

The leading contender to knock Wright off the No. 1 perch is USA Under-
18 forward Logan Cooley, a 5-foot-10 centre who is as savvy and skilled 
offensively as any prospect in the draft. All he appears to lack is being six 
feet or taller, which is the preferred size standard for an elite No. 1 pivot. 

McKenzie: Wright still No. 1, but gap closing due to underwhelming 
season 

Although nine of 10 scouts have Shane Wright as the projected No. 1 
pick for the 2022 NHL Draft, as Bob McKenzie explains, some scouts 
believe the gap is closing because of his underwhelming season. 
Meanwhile, Craig Button explains why the best NHL comparable to 
Wright is Patrice Bergeron. 

NHL Central Scouting Bureau director Dan Marr believes it’s a two-horse 
race for No. 1 between Wright and Cooley. 

Cooley is No. 2 on TSN’s mid-season rankings. Four of 10 scouts 
surveyed by TSN had him in the spot immediately behind Wright. 

“Cooley has been dynamic with the puck,” a scout said. “If he was over 6 
feet tall, he’d probably be the [clear-cut] No. 1 guy right now.” 

Still, scouts say Cooley plays hard and goes into heavy traffic and high-
danger zones to make plays and score goals, elevating the players he 
plays alongside. 

Sub 6-foot Finnish winger Joakim Kemell is No. 3 on TSN’s mid-season 
rankings but did not get any No. 2 consideration. Five scouts pegged him 
at No. 3 and two more at No. 4. Currently sidelined with a minor shoulder 
injury, Kemell hasn’t been scoring at the same pace he did to start the 
season in Finland’s top men’s league, but he’s still seen a skilled goal-
scorer/playmaker who has an engine that revs high. 

Winnipeg Ice 5-foot-9 Canadian centre Matt Savoie, who leads the WHL 
in scoring with 19 goals and 53 points in 35 games, is No. 4, while 
towering 6-foot-4 Slovak winger Juraj Slafkovsky is No. 5. 

Savoie and Slafkovsky couldn’t be further apart on the size scale but 
each of them got two votes from scouts as the No. 2 prospect. 

Savoie has high-end hockey sense, skill and competitiveness, more a 
playmaker than a goal scorer but a prolific dual threat every time he has 
the puck, despite his size. 

Canadian Matt Savoie, who Bob McKenzie has No. 4 in his mid-season 
prospect rankings, joins Glenn Schiiler to discuss his excitement for the 
2022 NHL Draft, which NHL player represents the best comparable to his 
style of play, being a big Oilers fan growing up, getting a chance to meet 
Connor McDavid, and more. 

Slafkovsky’s blend of speed, skill and most notably size is something of a 
rarity amongst forwards in the top 5 or even the top 10 of this draft. 

Aside from Wright, 10 different players received votes in the top 5, and 
eight of those 10 received multiple top-5 votes. 

That’s also true of the top 10 or 11. 

Russian winger Miroshnichenko — who got the only other No. 1 vote 
besides Wright — is No. 6 on TSN’s list. Another scout, though, ranked 
him just outside the first round. No other top prospect had such a wide 
variance, although the other nine scouts had Miroshnichenko solidly in 
the top 10. 

He’s a strong skater with a sturdy build and very good offensive instincts 
to go with an outstanding NHL-ready shot. 

The top defenceman in this year’s draft, so far anyway, is 6-foot-3 
blueliner David Jiricek, who recently underwent surgery for a knee injury 
suffered at the World Junior Championship. The prognosis is Jiricek will 
be out two to three months, but at this point scouts don’t seem overly 
concerned about the injury negatively impacting his draft status. 

Jiricek, who is No. 7 on TSN’s mid-season ranking, is a two-way threat, 
who can play a punishing shutdown defender role but skilled enough to 
contribute on offence, too. 

Jiricek received one No. 2 overall selection from a scout, as did Russian 
winger Danila Yurov, who checks in at No. 8 on the TSN list. Yurov has 
the speed and skill level to be a top-two line NHL winger though he’s a bit 
of a tougher read because he tends to play limited minutes against men 
in the KHL. 
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Slovak Simon Nemec, at No. 9, is a heady two-way blueliner, a savvy 
puck mover with some offensive flair. While not as big or physically 
punishing as Jiricek, Nemec still plays a solid game without the puck. 

Nemec may be another poster boy for the wide divergence of opinion this 
year on top 10 prospects. Four of 10 scouts had Nemec in their top 5 but 
four also had him just outside their top 10. 

TSN’s top 10 is rounded out by Winnipeg Ice forward Conor Geekie, a 6-
foot-3 centre who can play a heavy, hard-driving game but also has a 
high skill level. Geekie’s skating is viewed as average, but his physical 
tools, competitiveness and above average skill level give him a legit 
chance to be a top 10 pick. Two scouts ranked him in their top 5. 

The top 10 this year may actually be a top 11. 

Finnish winger Brad Lambert — with deep Saskatchewan hockey roots 
(the nephew of former NHL player and current NHL coach Lane Lambert 
and the son of former WHL player Ross Lambert) — is a credible 
candidate to be taken in the top 10. 

One scout voted him in the top 5 and nine of 10 had him in the top 11. 

Lambert has blazing speed and while he struggled to put up numbers 
early in the Finnish elite league season, his playmaking and goal-scoring 
abilities are notable. He’s hoping a recent mid-season transfer from JYP 
to the Pelicans will pay dividends for him in the second half of the 
season. 

Multiple players outside TSN’s top 11 got some consideration as top 10 
picks. That group includes: No. 12-ranked Swedish winger Jonathan 
Lekkerimaki; No. 13-ranked U.S. U18 centre Cutter Gauthier; No. 16-
ranked Saginaw Spirit defenceman Pavel Mintyukov; No. 17-ranked 
Austrian forward Marco Kasper; and No. 35-ranked Swiss defenceman 
Lian Bichsel. 

Mintyukov, the Russian defenceman playing in Saginaw, is emerging as 
a red-hot commodity and rising draft star. He had three Top 10 votes, 
including one in the top five, but also had seven votes at No. 20 or lower. 

Some other observations on TSN’s mid-season rankings: 

— The top 10 is a veritable United Nations, including three Canadians, 
two Russians, two Slovaks, one American, one Finn and one Czech. 

The remarkable part of that is Slovakia having three first-round prospects 
(Slafkovsky, Nemec and No. 22-ranked Filip Mesar) and Czechia having 
one (Jiricek) in the top 10. Czechia and Slovakia split up in 1993, but it’s 
amazing that the two smaller hockey countries have as many Top 10 
prospects on this list as Canada. 

— While the Americans have only Cooley in the top 10, there are a total 
of eight Americans in the TSN’s top 32 and seven of them play for the 
U.S. U18 National Team Development Program. The only exception is 
Northeastern University forward Jack Hughes — no relation to New 
Jersey Devil first overall pick and top centre Jack Hughes — who is not 
only No. 27 on the mid-season rankings but is also the son of new 
Montreal Canadiens general manager and former player agent Kent 
Hughes. 

TSN Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie shares what stands out to him about 
this year's group of global NHL prospects, while TSN Director of Scouting 
Craig Button offers a scouting report for Jack Hughes 2.0, who is the son 
of new Canadiens GM Kent Hughes, and is eligible for the 2022 NHL 
Draft. 

— The nationality breakdown of the top 32 is as follows: Canada 9; USA 
8; Russia 5; Slovakia 3; and two each for Sweden, Finland and Czechia. 
Austria rounds it out with one. 

— If there is a bevy of prospects between 11 and 32 who are excellent 
candidates to break into the Top 10, there are multiple prospects ranked 
in TSN’s second round (Nos. 33 to 64) who could push their way well into 
the first round. 

That list includes: No. 34-ranked North Bay Battalion defenceman Ty 
Nelson; No. 36-ranked Swift Current Bronco blueliner Owen Pickering 
and No. 37-ranked Mississauga Steelhead forward Luca Del Bel Belluz, 
who aside from having one of the best handles in this draft is rocketing 
up the draft charts. 

— It’s not a banner draft year for goaltenders. 

The top-ranked — in fact, the only ranked — goalie is Prince George 
Cougars netminder Tyler Brennan, who is No. 62. In the history of the 
NHL draft, the latest the first goaltender has ever been chosen is 60th 
overall. 

The reality is Brennan is likely to be taken well before his 62nd TSN 
ranking. Because there’s a dearth of high-end goaltending talent in this 
year’s draft, a team looking to get the best goalie prospect in the draft 
could step up on him late in the first round and/or early in the second. 
Brennan did get some votes in the TSN top 32, but he was also ranked 
80 or lower by multiple scouts. 

— TSN’s final draft rankings for 2022 will be released in early July, in the 
week leading up to the draft, which is scheduled for July 7-8 in Montreal. 
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USA TODAY / Capitals tough guy Tom Wilson knocks Bruins' Anton 
Blidh out of game with monster hit 

 

JACE EVANS   | USA TODAY 

 

It had been a season of little controversy for Washington Capitals forward 
Tom Wilson ... until Thursday night. 

Wilson found himself drawing hockey fans' ire online once again as he 
knocked Boston Bruins forward Anton Blidh out of the game with a 
devastating open-ice hit in the first period. 

Backchecking on a Washington power play, the Capitals' tough guy 
caught Blidh just after the Bruins forward had executed a drop pass. 
Blidh, 26, stayed down about a minute before he skated off the ice with 
the help of a Bruins trainer. Boston said during the first intermission Blidh 
would not return due to an "upper body" injury. 

Wilson was not penalized on the play. 

The general consensus on the ESPN+ broadcast was that Wilson's hit 
was clean — rules analyst and former ref Dave Jackson said he "loved" 
Wilson's hit and another strong hit thrown by Boston's Charlie McAvoy. 

"Neither player elevated, the hands were low. I mean, frankly, we need 
more of those hits in this game. Crowd gets into it, that's what hockey's 
all about," Jackson said.  

Wilson's hit did not appear to be particularly late and he did not appear to 
make any head contact with Blidh — which has not always been the case 
in his controversial career. 

The 27-year-old Wilson has been suspended five times in his career. In 
fact, the most recent suspension Wilson picked up came just last season, 
with a hit he delivered on the Bruins' Brandon Carlo. He was suspended 
seven games for that incident. 

It remains to be seen if the NHL examines Thursday night's play. 

The Bruins went on to win 4-3 thanks to McAvoy's power-play goal in the 
final minute.  
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After the game, the Bruins took far more exception to a second-period hit 
from Garnet Hathaway that injured star Brad Marchand.   

Boston star David Pastrnak called Hathaway's hit "dirty." Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy "didn't like" Hathaway's hit but felt Wilson's hit on Blidh 
"was a hard hockey hit."  

"The Marchand one I didn't like at all" 

This season has been low on controversy by Wilson's standards. He 
entered Thursday night fourth on the Capitals in scoring, with 12 goals 
and 16 assists in 36 games. After leading the NHL in penalty minutes last 
season, Wilson is down to 10th this year.    
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