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Two big wins and two very loud messages sent: Canes gunning to be East’s Alpha team 

By Luke DeCock 

It’s just January. It’s just one (or in this case, two) of 82 
games. Nevertheless, it’s hard to shake the very distinct 
feeling the Carolina Hurricanes are suddenly in the 
message-sending business. 

For the second straight game, the Hurricanes put on a clinic 
against a potential playoff opponent. After dismissively 
dispatching Brad Marchand and the Boston Bruins on 
Tuesday, the Hurricanes did the same to the New York 
Rangers on Friday. It wasn’t as close as the 6-3 final, and 
only a brief lapse in the third period kept it from being a total 
blowout. 

“It’s a long season and we know what kind of team we have,” 
said Tony DeAngelo, who had a goal and two assists in his 
first game against his former team. “I think we’ve proved it 
the last couple games. These are really good teams too, a lot 
of firepower. You’ve got to bring it every night.” 

Whether it was Andrei Svechnikov flattening Ryan Lindgren 
directly in front of the Rangers’ bench or Jesperi Kotaniemi 
jumping in to defend Teuvo Teravainen the Hurricanes did 
most of the pushing around Friday, at least when they 
weren’t scoring with ease. 

At one point, Sebastian Aho outfought Adam Fox for the 
puck on the rush and left Fox literally spinning in his wake as 
he skated in to set up Seth Jarvis for a tap-in with a pass 
through Lindgren’s wickets. Svechnikov faked a lacrosse 
move behind the net to set up Nino Niederreiter for another 
tap-in. The whole game was kind of like that. 

The Rangers weren’t anywhere near the Hurricanes’ level for 
most of this night. Neither, for that matter, were the Bruins 
three nights ago. And as much as it’s still midseason, it’s 
also not too early to plant seeds that could sprout in April and 
May. Someone’s got to be the alpha dog. There’s never a 
bad time to make that clear. 

If it looked like the Hurricanes shattered whatever mojo the 
Bruins had over them in October, they left no doubt Tuesday. 
Marchand’s social-media spat with everyone from Vincent 

Trocheck to the Hurricanes’ Twitter account emitted distinct 
pheromones of fear and respect. Marchand, perhaps the 
NHL’s best antagonist, knows better than to waste time 
beefing down. The Hurricanes didn’t waste time responding, 
either, up 5-1 after the first on their way to a 7-1 win. 

Enter the Rangers, an upstart rather than an established 
power like the Bruins, one of the NHL’s surprise teams this 
season. The Hurricanes went into their first meeting of the 
season Friday chasing the Rangers in the Metropolitan 
Division. They exited it in first place, with four games in hand. 

It wasn’t 5-1 after the first Friday, but it was 5-1 after the 
second. The Hurricanes outchanced the Rangers 16-0 in the 
first. Frederik Andersen made a huge pad save on Artemi 
Panarin moments after the Rangers scored to make it 3-1. 
Ten different Hurricanes recorded a point. 

To their credit, the Rangers made a push and the Hurricanes 
got sloppy in the third, and Rod Brind’Amour called a timeout 
after two Rangers goals made it 5-3 to reinforce the 
message in no uncertain terms. His gum somehow remained 
in his mouth, in a mild upset. 

As the saying goes, there’s a lot of hockey left. And the 
regular season only matters so much when the postseason 
begins. The Hurricanes won four more games against the 
Washington Capitals in the first round in 2019 than they had 
all season. The Rangers swept the Hurricanes pre-COVID in 
2020, and the Hurricanes swept the Rangers when it 
mattered. 

No one wants to talk about the bigger picture now. 

“There’s no message being sent, that’s for sure,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

But the way the Hurricanes are playing right now could leave 
an impression on future opponents that lingers. Making the 
playoffs long ago ceased to be the goal; the Hurricanes have 
gone from the hunters to the hunted, and rather than offering 
encouragement they’re dishing out discouragement. 
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Hurricanes vault into first in the Metro Division with a win over the New York Rangers 

By Chip Alexander 

Tony DeAngelo called it a meaningful game, but not for 
personal reasons. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman wanted to beat his 
former team to lift the Canes back into the lead in the 
Metropolitan Division. That was top priority Friday, not 
vindication, he said. 

The Hurricanes did that, absorbing a few hard hits along the 
way but holding off the New York Rangers 6-3 at PNC Arena 
as DeAngelo and Sebastian Aho each had a goal and two 
assists. 

The Canes (27-8-2) moved into first place in the Metro ahead 
of the Rangers (26-11-4), who had won three straight and 
had 15 road wins this season. Both have 56 points but the 
Canes, who have won the last three, have four games-in-
hand on New York. 

“It was a battle for first place and we got right back to where 
we want to be,” DeAngelo said. 

It was a game of speed and pace but also of push and shove 
-- and a few big hits. The Canes led 5-1 after the second 
period, but the Rangers scored twice in 74 seconds in the 
third to make it a two-goal game and make things a lot busier 
for Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, who won his 21st game 
with 20 saves. 

Aho’s 400th career game was one to remember, the center 
showing off his playmaking skills and scoring his goal in the 
second period while tumbling to the ice, sweeping a loose 
puck past goalie Alexandar Georgiev. 

“His evolution as a player has been great,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He wants to be one of the best players in 
the game and he knows there’s a certain way you have to 
play every night to get in that category.” 

Vincent Trocheck had a goal and assist and Andrei 
Svechnikov two assists for the Canes, now 15-4-1 at home. 
But it was DeAngelo who was named the game’s first star, 
who had Canes fans chanting “To-ny, To-ny!” 

“Tonight was just hockey,” DeAngelo said. “It was exciting to 
play them but I have a lot of good buddies over there. It’s not 
like there’s hard feelings and you hate them or anything like 
that. It’s just being competitive and wanting to win. We’re just 
looking to win games.” 

The Canes led 2-0 after a decisive first period that had 
Carolina get a power-play goal from Trocheck on a deflection 
of a DeAngelo shot, then a transition score from rookie 
forward Seth Jarvis off an Aho pass. It was 3-0 in the second 
period after winger Jesper Fast, another former Ranger, 
scored on a long shot from the left point. 

DeAngelo had assists on the Trocheck goal and then the 
Fast goal, becoming the first defenseman in franchise history 

to earn 30 points in his first 30 games. After Trocheck 
scored, DeAngelo let out a big yell that smacked of both 
satisfaction and celebration. 

But, in a matter of seconds, things took a turn in the second 
period. 

The Rangers’ Barclay Goodrow landed a huge hit on the 
Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen near the boards in the New York 
zone -- a clean blow that left Teravainen in pain on the ice. 
Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi jumped in, going after 
Goodrow, but the Rangers ended up with a power play as 
Kotkaniemi was called for a double minor for roughing with 
13:31 left in the period. 

The Rangers quickly banged in a shot, Mika Zibanejad 
scoring, and New York continued to push. Andersen made a 
good right-pad save, robbing Artemi Panarin of a goal, and 
the Canes weathered it. 

By then, Trocheck had limped off the ice after blocking a 
shot. The Canes, already missing forwards Martin Necas and 
Jordan Martinook, both in the NHL COVID protocol, suddenly 
were down two forwards in the game. 

Down, but not out. Trocheck soon returned in the period. 
Teravainen also came back to be a part of an offensive flurry 
that ended with Aho scoring his 17th of the season, and the 
Canes made it 5-1 in the final minute of the second as 
Svechnikov fed Nino Niederreiter for his 11th. 

Teravainen was not able to play in the third period, said 
Brind’Amour, who had no further update on the injury after 
the game. The Canes, who recalled forward Stefan Noesen 
to the taxi squad Friday from Chicago (AHL), play a road 
game Saturday against the New Jersey Devils. 

Chris Kreider’s 26th goal, on a power play, and an even-
strength score from former Canes forward Greg McKegg 
pulled New York within 5-3 in the third. But a power-play goal 
by DeAngelo finished it off as Aho assisted. 

DeAngelo played 167 games for New York but had a 
controversial departure from the Rangers last year. After a 
Jan. 30, 2021, altercation with Georgiev following an 
overtime loss to Pittsburgh, DeAngelo was put on waivers 
and later had his contract bought out, making him a free 
agent. 

DeAngelo found a team willing to give him another chance in 
the Hurricanes and has been a consistent contributor despite 
being sidelined with COVID-19. 

“I knew what kind of player he was coming here and he’s 
been doing exactly what I thought he’d do,” said Fast, one of 
DeAngelo’s former teammates in New York. “He’s such a 
good player on the ice, skating wise. He’s one of the best in 
the league in my opinion and has been real important to us.”
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DeAngelo, Fast burn former team in Hurricanes’ win over Rangers 

Sebastian Aho had three points in his 400th career game 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — It wasn’t a return to Madison Square Garden, 
but Tony DeAngelo and Jesper Fast made the most of their 
first game against their former team. DeAngelo had a goal 
and two assists and Fast scored one of his own as the 
Hurricanes rolled past the Rangers 6-3 in front of 
16,118 Friday at PNC Arena. 

“It’s obviously exciting to play them, but I have a lot of good 
buddies over there,” DeAngelo said. “So it’s not like there’s 
hard feelings and you hate them or anything like that. … You 
just want to win.” 

For the second straight game, Carolina set the tone early in 
the first period and rode the wave to a one-sided win over an 
Eastern Conference contender, following up Tuesday’s 7-1 
win in Boston with another convincing victory. 

“These last couple of games, for sure, we’ve been on our 
game right away, and it’s paid off,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Carolina got the game’s first power play and converted. 
DeAngelo took a shot from the point that Vincent Trocheck 
redirected past Alexandar Georgiev (29 saves) for a 1-0 lead 
at 13:13 of the first. 

The Hurricanes followed that up with a second goal when 
Sebastian Aho, playing his 400th career game, set up Seth 
Jarvis for his eighth goal of the season on a 2-on-1 at 17:21 
to double the lead. 

Carolina outshot the Rangers 11-4 — and even that was 
statistically generous. 

The Hurricanes followed that up with a three-goal second 
period. 

Fast — also playing against New York for the first time since 
he signed in Carolina two offseason ago — scored on a one-
timer from DeAngelo at 3:33 of the second. 

“It’s a game that I’ve been looking forward to even though it’s 
been almost a year and a half since I was there,” said Fast, 
who played seven seasons and more than 400 games in 
New York. “But, of course, very excited and fun game to play 
and great game for us.” 

After Mika Zibanejad scored on the power play for New York, 
Aho continued to victimize the Blueshirts. 

The last time the Rangers saw Aho, Carolina was sweeping 
New York out of a 2020 playoff bubble play-in series in three 
games behind Aho’s eight points. 

Aho picked up where he left off, scoring his 17th goal of the 
season and adding a third point with an assist on DeAngelo’s 
bow-on-top power play goal with 2:33 remaining in the game. 

“Well, they come one at a time,” Aho said when asked if he 
was surprised to have been playing in his 400th game. “But 
at the same time, time flies, I guess. I mean it’s already my 
sixth year here and feels like I just got here. Kinda reminds 
me that you just kind of enjoy every day and live in the 
moment.” 

DeAngelo, who was on the other side of the Aho barrage in 
the bubble, is happy to be on the same side now. 

“He’s a superstar player in the league and there’s only so 
many, and we’re fortunate to have one,” DeAngelo said of 
Aho. 

Aho returned the praise for his new teammate. 

“Perfect fit for us,” Aho said of DeAngelo. 

Notes: Nino Niederreiter scored his 11th of the season on a 
pass from Andrei Svechnikov, who had two assists for his 
third straight two-point game. … Teuvo Teravainen had an 
assist on Aho’s goal but did not play in the third period after a 
knee-on-knee collision with New York’s Barclay Woodrow. … 
Carolina plays in New Jersey tomorrow at 7 p.m. Former 
Hurricanes defenseman Dougie Hamilton is out for the Devils 
with a broken jaw,
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Recap: Canes Roll Past Rangers To Open Weekend 

DeAngelo records three points against former team 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes opened their 
weekend back-to-back by claiming the top spot in the 
Metropolitan Division, taking down the New York Rangers by 
a score of 6-3. 

Despite the impending snow in Wake County there was a 
rowdy atmosphere inside PNC Arena from the time the puck 
dropped, with fans understanding the implications the 
contest had on the Eastern Conference standings. 

The Canes also appeared to understand the assignment 
from the get-go, setting up a possession-based attack in the 
early moments of the contest. Controlling the puck for the 
majority of the opening frame, New York was held to just four 
shots in the opening 20 minutes. During that time the home 
side was able to strike not just once, but twice, courtesy of 
Vincent Trocheck and Seth Jarvis. 

Trocheck's ninth of the year came via deflection following a 
Tony DeAngelo shot from the point, and the 19-year-old 
tapped home some early insurance on a two-on-one with 
Sebastian Aho. 

Taking their two-goal lead into the second, DeAngelo then 
added his second assist against his former team after putting 
a one-timer on a platter for fellow former Ranger, Jesper 
Fast. 

New York was able to finally crack Frederik Andersen on a 
power play moments later, beginning a surge that posed a 
serious threat to the Canes lead that had started to feel 
comfortable. New York started to build momentum 
immediately following the strike, however, thanks to 
Andersen, some threats were held out of the back of the net. 

The All-Star's efforts allowed Carolina to push back with 
some offense of their own, eventually getting a fourth goal 
from Aho and a fifth on a must-see setup from Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Carolina took a 5-1 advantage and although the Rangers 
were able to put together another heavy attack in the third, 
striking twice, the Canes were able to put a power on the 
contest with a DeAngelo power play tally in the third. 

They Said It: 

Tony DeAngelo, the night's first star, on what he thought the 
difference was tonight: 

"I thought we carried the play early. I thought they had a 
really good push there in the third. They're a good team, they 
make plays, so they're going to get some really good 

chances. I thought in the first two periods we limited them 
real well and we created a lot. Our forwards were playing 
really well down low and controlling the puck. We were 
getting a lot of chances and scrambles in front. We had a lot 
of tip chances and that's our game. In the first two periods 
we really had it going." 

Jesper Fast on how important it was to have a performance 
like the team did tonight, knowing it was the first of two 
games in two days: 

"Look at the standings, we knew they were ahead of us. We 
wanted to make sure we played the right way and send a 
little message." 

Rod Brind'Amour pinpointing one aspect of his team's play 
from tonight that he'd like to see again tomorrow against 
New Jersey: 

"If you can get off to these starts, it certainly makes your life 
a lot easier. Every coach says the same thing. That would be 
the receipe." 

What's Next?: 

The team was supposed to travel to New Jersey immediately 
post-game, but due to the snow and RDU being closed, the 
team will instead fly up Saturday for their meeting against the 
Devils at 7 p.m. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Forward Teuvo Teravainen left the game briefly 
during the second period after being hit by Barclay 
Goodrow of New York, however, returned to pick up 
an assist on Aho's goal. Then, after the second 
period, Canes PR announced that he would not 
return for the third. 

 Vincent Trocheck also left the game during the 
second period after blocking a shot, however, also 
returned rather quickly. He would finish the game. 

 Carolina held New York to just four shots in the first 
period. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen finished with 20 
stops in his 21st win of the season. 

 Tonight was the second consecutive three-point 
night for DeAngelo. He had three assists in 
Tuesday's win in Boston. 

 Sebastian Aho also finished with three points in the 
victory.
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DeAngelo scores three points to power Hurricanes past Rangers 

Has goal, two assists in first game against former team; 
Carolina has won three straight 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Tony DeAngelo had a goal and two 
assists for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-3 win against the 
New York Rangers in his first game against his former team 
at PNC Arena on Friday. 

Sebastian Aho also had a goal and two assists for the 
Hurricanes (27-8-2), who won their third straight and are 8-1-
1 in their past 10. Frederik Andersen made 20 saves, and 
Jesper Fast, who also played for the Rangers, scored in his 
first game against them. 

DeAngelo played the previous four seasons with the 
Rangers. The defenseman had the final season of his 
contract bought out July 25; he agreed to a one-year, $1 
million contract with the Hurricanes on July 28. 

"It was nice to put on that kind of performance," DeAngelo 
said. "I thought our team played great. It was a battle for first 
place (in the Metropolitan Division). We got right back to 
where we want to be, and we've got some games in hand 
(four)." 

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider each had a goal and an 
assist for the Rangers (26-11-4), who had won three in a 
row. Alexandar Georgiev made 29 saves. 

Vincent Trocheck's net-front deflection of Andrei 
Svechnikov's point shot gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 
13:13 of the first period. 

"They got the power-play goal with the screen and deflection 
in front, and we didn't react good to it," Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. "We get dominated probably the next 10 
to 12 minutes for sure." 

Aho beat Rangers defenseman Adam Fox to a loose puck 
before setting up Seth Jarvis at the right post for a 2-0 lead 
at 17:21. 

Fast scored on a one-timer inside the blue line to make it 3-0 
at 3:33 of the second period. 

"It's a game I've been looking forward to, even though it's 
been almost a year and a half since I was there," Fast said. 
"It was a fun game to play and a great game for us." 

Zibanejad scored a power-play goal on a one-timer from the 
left face-off circle to get New York within 3-1 at 6:35. 

"I don't feel like we got up to the level we needed to," 
Zibanejad said. "[That's] maybe the best team we've played. 
They took advantage of the things we did wrong and our 
mistakes. It's a good learning lesson for us." 

Aho followed his shot and swiped at a loose puck in the 
crease to push the lead to 4-1 at 14:46. 

"When you're talking about being that kind of player, the 
leader of your team, that's what you have to do," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "[If] you've got to get in front 
and maybe bang one in, [Aho] can do that, or he can make a 
skill play up the ice on a rush. He understands that's a 
complete game, and that's the kind of player he wants to be." 

Svechnikov's feed from behind the net set up Nino 
Niederreiter for a five-hole goal and a 5-1 lead with 28 
seconds left in the period. 

Kreider scored his 26th of the season on the power play off 
the rebound of a shot by Fox to make it 5-2 at 5:09 of the 
third period. 

Andersen saved a backhand by Ryan Reaves, but Greg 
McKegg scored on the rebound for his first of the season to 
make it 5-3 at 6:23. 

DeAngelo scored a power-play goal on a long wrist shot at 
17:27 for the 6-3 final. Aho got his 200th assist in his 400th 
NHL game. 

"He's a superstar player in the league, and we only have so 
many," DeAngelo said. "It's his 400th game tonight, and he's 
only 24. The numbers he has and what he does on the ice, 
he can play against anybody and [play] better than anybody 
most nights." 

NOTES: DeAngelo is the first defenseman in 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history to have consecutive 
three-point games. … DeAngelo scored 92 points (19 goals, 
73 assists) in 167 games with the Rangers from 2017-21. … 
Fast scored 147 points (55 goals, 92 assists) in 422 games 
with the Rangers from 2013-20; he signed as a free agent 
with Carolina on Oct. 10, 2020. … Zibanejad has scored nine 
points (four goals, five assists) in a seven-game point streak. 
… Kreider has scored six points (five goals, one assist) in a 
four-game goal and point streak. … Fox has scored seven 
points (two goals, five assists) in a four-game point streak. … 
Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen left with a lower-body 
injury after the second period. ... The Hurricanes are 17-1-2 
when scoring first.
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DeAngelo leads Hurricanes to 6-3 win over Rangers 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Tony DeAngelo didn’t miss a chance 
to show his former team what he’s been up to this season. 

DeAngelo had a goal and two assists as the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers 6-3 on Friday night. 

“It was obviously exciting to play them,” DeAngelo said. “I 
have a lot of good buddies over there. It’s not like there’s 
hard feelings.” 

After parts of four seasons with the Rangers, DeAngelo 
joined the Hurricanes as a free agent in the offseason. His 
time in New York was rocky, and the Rangers parted with 
him after a confrontation with goalie Alexandar Georgiev. But 
he’s been warmly embraced by Carolina. 

“A perfect fit for us,” teammate Sebastian Aho said. 

Aho also had a goal and two assists, while Vincent Trocheck, 
Seth Jarvis, Jesper Fast — another former Ranger — and 
Nino Niederreiter also scored in the first meeting of the 
season between the top two teams in the Metropolitan 
Division. Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov had two 
assists apiece, and Frederik Andersen stopped 20 shots in 
Carolina’s third straight win. 

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider each had a power-play 
goal and an assist for the Rangers. Greg McKegg, an ex-
Hurricanes player, got his first goal of the season. Georgiev, 
playing for the first time in more than a week, made 29 
saves. 

DeAngelo has 31 points (7 goals, 24 assists), the most 
points for a defenseman in his first 30 games with the 
organization in franchise history. 

“It was nice to put on that kind of performance,” DeAngelo 
said. “I thought our team played great.” 

DeAngelo has back-to-back three-point games. 

“He has been really important for us and a big part of our 
team,” Fast said. 

Fast played seven seasons in New York. He’s in his second 
season with the Hurricanes, but this was his first game 
against the Rangers. 

“Very excited and a fun game to play,” Fast said. “We 
wanted to make sure we played the right way and send a 
little message there.” 

The Rangers didn’t want to put too much emphasis on the 
impact of former teammates Friday night. 

“It’s just a regular game,” Zibanejad said. “It probably means 
a lot for a guy playing against his former team.” 

Since they were shut out for the first time this season Jan. 13 
by Columbus, the Hurricanes have totaled 17 goals in three 
games. That matches the team’s best goal production in a 
three-game span this season. 

The Rangers, who were riding a three-game winning streak, 
were aware of Carolina’s high-pressure approach, but they 
weren’t happy with how they handled it. 

“We made some bad mistakes, but they force you into bad 
mistakes,” coach Gerard Gallant said. 

New York played solidly for the first eight minutes, but 
Gallant said that was followed by 10 to 12 minutes of what 
seemed like domination by the Hurricanes. 

Trocheck redirected DeAngelo’s delivery from inside the blue 
line off the post on the game’s first power play to open the 
scoring on the way to a 3-0 lead by early in the second 
period. 

Kreider and McKegg drew New York to 5-3 with goals just 74 
seconds apart in the first 6 1/2 minutes of the third period. 

NOT SO SPECIAL 

The Hurricanes had gone 11 consecutive games without 
giving up a power-play goal until Tuesday night at Boston. 
Now they’ve given up three across two games. New York 
became the second team with more than one power-play 
goal in a game against Carolina this season. 

DELIGHTFUL DOZEN 

Carolina has scored five or more goals in 12 games this 
season, winning each of those. 

This was the fourth game in which the Rangers allowed more 
than five goals, and the first since a 7-3 loss to Colorado on 
Dec. 8. 

ROSTER WATCH 

Hurricanes left wing Jordan Martinook is on the COVID-19 
protocol list. He missed more than a month with an injury 
before returning for two games prior to this latest 
development.  

The Rangers’ scratches included right wing Julien Gauthier, 
a former first-round draft pick of the Hurricanes. He’s without 
a point in his last nine games. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: Host Arizona on Saturday night. 

Hurricanes: At New Jersey on Saturday night.
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NHL Rink Wrap: Crosby hat trick; Hurricanes school Rangers 

By James O'Brien  

Top players from Friday in the NHL 

Sidney Crosby, Penguins 

Most engaged hockey fans realize that, while Sidney Crosby 
isn’t at the very top of Hart Trophy conversations* as much 
these days, he’s still an elite player. The deeper you dig into 
his game, the clearer it is that Crosby has evolved into an all-
around dynamo. 

Nonetheless, Crosby isn’t necessarily scoring as explosively 
as he once did — at least not that often. During the NHL 
action on Friday, Sidney Crosby reminded us that he can still 
light up the occasional scoreboard. 

Crosby swipes NHL player of the night for Thursday with a 
hat trick plus an assist. 

This marks the 15th hat trick of Sidney Crosby’s career. Of 
those hat tricks, 12 happened during regular season games, 
and three in the playoffs. (One of those three happened to be 
a Crosby – Alex Ovechkin hat trick duel. Can we order 
another of those, please? Is there an app for that?) 

With that hat trick + assist, Crosby improved to 31 points 
(10G, 21A) in 28 games this season. 

* – That doesn’t mean Crosby is totally absent from Hart 
Trophy conversations, mind you. 

NHL highlights from Friday 

Hey, speaking of that Sidney Crosby hat trick: 

Two fights for the price of one (click). Now that’s value. 

When you’re listing the most underrated players in the NHL, 
don’t forget Stars center Roope Hintz. He won’t slip under 
the radar forever if he keeps scoring OT game-winners, 
though: 

Read more about the Hurricanes beating the Rangers below, 
or use this goal as a testament to what happened: 

Not just a great goal by Dylan Larkin, but also one that can 
help you delude yourself into thinking your hockey video 
game successes count as “realistic.” 

Friday NHL Takeaways 

Hall of Famer Clark Gillies dies at age 67 

Sad news on Friday: Hockey Hall of Famer Clark Gillies died 
at age 67. Best known for his time with the Islanders (four 

Stanley Cup wins, 12 seasons), Gillies also played two 
seasons for the Sabres. Read more about Clark Gillies here. 

AHL suspends Hrabik 30 games for racist gesture toward 
Imama 

The AHL suspended San Jose Barracuda forward Krystof 
Hrabik 30 games for making a racist gesture toward Boko 
Imama of the Tucson Roadrunners. 

Disgustingly, this is the second time Boko Imama has been 
the target of a racist gesture during AHL play in the last three 
years. In Jan. 2020, the AHL suspended Brandon Manning 
five games for directing a racial slur at Imama, who was then 
playing for the Ontario Reign. When the two players met in a 
game weeks later, the two fought. 

Later on Friday, Imama expressed his frustration with the 
racism he’s faced during his hockey career. 

Hurricanes teach the Rangers a bit of a lesson? 

When discussing Rangers – Hurricanes as the big NHL story 
for Friday, the question was: can the Rangers prove that they 
belong with a team like the Canes? 

One loss or win wouldn’t definitively answer that question. 
But after a dominant Hurricanes win, it feels more 
reasonable to pose the question. Simply put, New York might 
not be “there” yet. That’s not necessarily something to be 
ashamed of, though, because it simply wouldn’t be that 
outrageous if the Hurricanes ended up raising the Stanley 
Cup this season. 

Don’t think there was a bit of a feeling of “learning a lesson?” 
Mika Zibanejad used that verbiage after a decisive defeat. 

(Stats tell the story, too, including the Hurricanes generating 
a 23-9 advantage in even-strength high-danger chances 
against the Rangers.) 

Your mileage will probably vary on one of the subplots of the 
Hurricanes beating the Rangers. Tony DeAngelo performed 
well against his former team, matching Sebastian Aho by 
scoring a goal and two assists. 

It seems silly to slam the Rangers for parting ways with 
DeAngelo, but it’s also silly to deny that he’s had a strong 
season with Carolina. 

Ducks end losing streak by beating Lightning 

Amid a four-game losing streak and 2-7-1 stretch, the Ducks’ 
playoff hopes were waddling in the wrong direction. Beating 
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(and hanging with) the repeat Stanley Cup champion 
Lightning might just be the tonic to improve the Ducks’ 
confidence. 

While the high-danger chances weren’t always there at even-
strength early on, the Ducks brought a lot of effort to the 
table vs. the Lightning. In the first period, the Ducks 
generated 18 shots vs. seven for the Lightning as Anaheim 
went up 2-0. 

By the early point of the third, it was 4-0 Ducks. That said, 
the Lightning started to really cook on offense, but John 
Gibson looked a lot like the John Gibson many of us missed 
during two relative down years. Gibson came into the NHL 
action on Friday with a .918 save percentage that might be 
even better than it looks. He was dynamite in limiting the 
damage of the Bolts’ late surges. 

With the Ducks ending their skid, the Lightning’s winning 
streak ended at four games, as did a 10-game point streak. 

Saturday’s big story 

Flames get a chance to spoil things even more for the Oilers 

Over and over again, the addled Oilers keep getting asked, 
“is this rock bottom?” If squandering a lead against the 

befuddled Senators wasn’t enough, then you have the Oilers 
playing well yet getting thumped 6-0 to the Panthers. 

And yet … 

If you really want to rub salt in the Oilers’ wounds, wouldn’t 
you do it by sprinkling in the agony of a brutal loss to the 
Flames? 

Sure, it would ruin my joke about Owen Tippett scoring the 
last goal of the Dave Tippett era in Edmonton, but losing to 
your local rival can often be the final straw. With the Flames 
enduring struggles of their own (3-6-1 in their last 10 games), 
they have even more incentive to beat the Oilers. 

Could also be quite the way for Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl to shake off very unusual scoring slumps. 

NHL scores from Friday 

Hurricanes 6, Rangers 3 
Penguins 5, Blue Jackets 2 
Stars 5, Red Wings 4 (OT) 
Islanders 4, Coyotes 0 
Wild 5, Blackhawks 1 
Panthers 2, Canucks 1 (SO) 
Ducks 5, Lightning 1 
Blues 5, Kraken 0
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2021-22 Mid-season NHL Awards: Every Race is Close, Except… 

We voted on the Hart, Norris, Vezina, Calder and Jack 
Adams for the first half of 2021-22. Most of the results were 
tight – but there was one runaway winner. 

By Matt Larkin 

Nine Hockey News staffers cast their votes to hand out mid-
season NHL awards for the Hart, Norris, Vezina and Calder 
Trophies and the Jack Adams Award for the first “half” of the 
2021-22 season.  
 
I put quotation marks around “half” because, thanks to wave 
after wave of COVID-19 postponements, not every team’s 
season is half over. The New York Islanders have played 39 
percent of their schedule and have a viciously condensed 
slate ahead. On the other end, the Anaheim Ducks and 
Nashville Predators have played 51 percent of their 
schedules.  
 
Still, if we average out the league, most teams have played 
roughly half their seasons, so it feels like the appropriate 
time for mid-season awards. Do they accurately predict end-
of-season results, however? Do the most dominant players 
and coaches at the halfway mark typically hold on to win?  

Let’s examine our voting history since we started the annual 
exercise in 2014-15. Among last season’s THN mid-season 
award picks for the five aforementioned awards, only two 
held on to collect the real hardware: Connor McDavid won 
the Hart and Kirill Kaprizov the Calder.  

Looking at the brief history of our mid-season picks… 

2020-21: 2 out of 5 
2019-20: 2 out of 5 
2018-19: 3 out of 5 
2017-18: 1 out of 5 
2016-17: 3 out 5 
2015-16: 2 out of 5 
2014-15: 1 out of 6 
 
So that’s 14 correct mid-season predictions out of 36, 
meaning the mid-season awards have accurately tabbed the 
winners 38.9 percent of the time. Considering there was still 
half a season to play in each case, I’d call that a strong 
success rate.  

With that, as you read the results of our votes for 2021-22 so 
far, you can confidently assume at least two eventual real-life 
winners will appear here. 

Each staffer submitted three picks per award. First-place 
votes were worth three points, second-place votes two points 
and third-place votes one point.  

 
The results: 

HART TROPHY (Most valuable player) 

1. Alex Ovechkin, Capitals (20 points) 
2. Connor McDavid, Oilers (18 points) 
3. Jonathan Huberdeau, Panthers (5 points) 
 
Two legends are neck and neck for the mid-season Hart. 
Perhaps McDavid had the edge in November, when his 
Edmonton Oilers led the Pacific Division standings, but 
losing streaks of six and seven games have turned them into 
a laughingstock of late. 

Ovechkin, meanwhile, remarkably leads the NHL in goals, 
points and shots at 36 years old. He’s scored 20 percent of 
the Capitals’ goals this year and carried an injury-riddled 
squad into a playoff position.  

Also receiving Hart votes: Auston Matthews, Nazem Kadri, 
Igor Shesterkin, Nathan MacKinnon, Brad Marchand, Steven 
Stamkos 
 
NORRIS TROPHY (Best defenseman) 

1. Cale Makar, Avalanche (21 points) 
2. Victor Hedman, Lightning (19 points) 
3. Roman Josi, Predators (6 points) 
 
The Norris figures to be a hotly contested race all season 
long. The likes of Ekblad or Fox could leap to the front of the 
pack at any point. Heck, even non-vote-getters MacKenzie 
Weegar and Devon Toews are in the mix. Right now, 
Makar’s cocktail of scintillating, possibly generational 
offensive skill and underrated defensive play have him in the 
lead. His scoring is obviously showy, but his pairing with 
Toews is also where opposing attacks go to die. No tandem 
allows fewer 5-on-5 scoring chances per 60. 

Of course, it helps that Makar has Toews as a partner and a 
loaded roster in Colorado. Hedman’s effort has been 
Herculean given he’s had less help on an injury-ravaged 
Lightning team. His numbers are about as good as Makar’s – 
Hedman is tracking for 80-plus points – and the old-guard 
thinkers much prefer Hedman’s visible dominance in all 
aspects of the game, including physical play. 
 
Also receiving Norris votes: Aaron Ekblad, Adam Fox, Alex 
Pietrangelo, Charlie McAvoy 
 
VEZINA TROPHY (Best goaltender) 
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1. Igor Shesterkin, Rangers (18 points) 
2. Andrei Vasilevskiy, Lightning (10 points) 
3. Frederik Andersen, Hurricanes (9 points) 
 
Our voters “get it” with Shesterkin or ignore him entirely. Six 
of us gave him a first-place vote, while three voters didn’t put 
him on their ballots at all. The Shesterkin believers will note 
he’s been the most dominant netminder in the league by a 
wide margin. Flashing the quickest reflexes in the sport, he 
leads all qualified goaltenders in save percentage at a jaw-
dropping .938, and that doesn’t tell the full story. Shesterkin 
faces a difficult workload, dotted with high-danger chances, 
so he actually ranks near the top of the NHL in expected 
goals against per 60. It’s all the more remarkable, then, that 
he leads the league in 5-on-5 goals saved above average 
per 60.  
 
He’s been the best in the game despite getting weak support 
from his defense. So why did some voters overlook 
Shesterkin? Sample size. His 23 starts are the 21st-most in 
the league. Vasilevskiy, by comparison, has the second-most 
starts and continues to post sparkling numbers. 
 
Also receiving Vezina votes: Juuse Saros, Jack Campbell, 
Thatcher Demko, Sergei Bobrovsky, Tristan Jarry, Alex 
Nedeljkovic 

CALDER TROPHY (Best rookie) 
 
1. Lucas Raymond, Red Wings (20 points) 
2. Moritz Seider, Red Wings (19 points) 
3. Trevor Zegras, Ducks (11 points) 

If not for Zegras, the Wings would have a monopoly on 
Calder finalists. Raymond, the rookie scoring leader, arrived 

from Sweden looking like a finished product, blessed with 
preternatural hockey sense and confidence. Seider, slow-
cooked by the Wings, has quickly emerged as their all-
situations horse on ‘D.’ Zegras is, of course, a breathtakingly 
talented scorer. This race is far from over. Lundell has been 
the league’s best rookie for the last month or so and has 
gained major ground in the scoring race with 17 points in his 
past 18 games. 
 
Also receiving Calder votes: Alex Nedeljkovic, Anton Lundell 

(Time for a plug: our next issue of The Hockey News 
Magazine is the Rookie Issue. Watch for my three-pronged 
cover-story interview with Raymond, Seider and Nedeljkovic) 
 
JACK ADAMS AWARD (Coach of the year) 

1. Rod Brind’Amour, Hurricanes (20 points) 
2. Mike Sullivan, Penguins (12 points) 
3. Gerard Gallant, Rangers (8 points) 

The Canes lost their top defenseman to free agency and 
traded away their No. 1 goaltender in a puzzling off-season, 
but it hasn’t mattered. Brind’Amour, the reigning Jack Adams 
winner, has his Canes leading the NHL in points percentage. 
They are also the best overall special-teams club, ranking 
fifth on the power play and first in penalty killing. Sullivan has 
done what he seems to do every single season: take a 
battered, depleted Pens squad and keep it competitive after 
so many pundits predicted a fall. 

Also receiving Jack Adams votes: Jon Cooper, John Hynes, 
Jared Bednar, Dean Evason, Sheldon Keefe, Pete DeBoer, 
Todd McLellan, Darryl Sutter
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Canes hang on to beat Rangers 6-3, win fourth straight 

The Carolina Hurricanes won their fourth straight game 
Friday night in PNC Arena, using some early domination to 
beat the Rangers 6-3.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Now that’s how you start a hockey game.  

The Carolina Hurricanes absolutely dominated the New York 
Rangers for the opening two periods of play Friday night in 
PNC Arena, holding on to win 6-3 and regain the lead in the 
Metro standings.  

The Canes got two goals in an overwhelmingly good first 
period, as Vincent Trocheck scored on the power play with 
Seth Jarvis making it 2-0. Carolina came out in the second 
period blazing too, as Jesper Fast, Sebastian Aho and Nino 
Niederreiter all scored, with Tony DeAngelo adding a sixth 
late in the third period on the power play. 

DeAngelo, playing against his former team, also had two 
assists. Svechnikov got his 100th NHL assist in the game, 
while Aho got his 200th.  

Chris Kreider and Greg McKegg scored for the Rangers in 
the third period, the only falters in a 20-save effort from 
Frederik Andersen.  

The first period was domination for the Hurricanes, who went 
into the first intermission up 2-0 on the scoreboard and up 
16-0 in scoring chances, per Natural Stat Trick.  

The Canes dominated the puck and chances early in the 
game, but just couldn’t quite find that scoring touch through 
the first 12 minutes or so.  

That changed as Carolina got the game’s first power play, 
which paid off thanks to a point blast from DeAngelo through 
traffic that was tipped in by Trocheck to put the Canes up 1-
0.  

Carolina made it 2-0 later in the opening frame, as Aho made 
a great play to shake off Adam Fox and deliver a perfect 
pass to Jarvis, who slotted it past Georgiev.  

The first period came to an end with the Hurricanes up 2-0 
and dominating across the board. Of the Canes’ 16 scoring 
chances, 11 were high danger and the Canes were up 2.06-
0.19 in expected goals.  

The momentum of the first certainly carried over into the 
second for the Hurricanes, who made it 3-0 on a linkup of 
two former Rangers. The Canes ran a nice set play off an 
offensive-zone faceoff win, as Fast fed DeAngelo who gave it 
back to Fast for a blast from the point.  

The Rangers got one back on the power play after a double 
minor against Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who came to the defense 
of Teuvo Teravainen after a hard hit was delivered by 
Barclay Goodrow. Teravainen left the ice for a while after hit, 
but returned later in the period before sitting out the third.  

With Kotkaniemi and Josh Leivo (serving for Kotkaniemi) in 
the box, New York almost immediately capitalized on a 
phenomenally well-executed goal from Zibanejad, who 
blasted home a great pass from Artemi Panarin.  

Teravainen returned to the ice in the final minutes of the 
second period, and he made something happen on his very 
first shift. Teravainen collected the puck off a faceoff and 
fired a shot on Georgiev, which was cleaned up by Aho to 
make it 4-1. 

A few minutes later Andrei Svechnikov made an incredibly 
heady play behind the net to set up Niederreiter to make it 5-
1. Svechnikov got the puck behind the goal and hinted at his 
signature lacrosse move, which drew two defenders too him.  

He waited for a gap and hit Niederreiter in front of the 
crease, who scored off the great assist. The assist was the 
100th of Svechnikov’s NHL career.  

To say things were going well for the Canes through two 
periods would be quite the understatement: 

The Rangers got one back early in the third period, again on 
the power play, capitalizing on a hooking call against Jarvis. 
Fox threw a puck in on net from the point that found the stick 
of Kreider, falling to Kreider’s feet for the finish.  

And New York got another back to make it 5-3 just over a 
minute later, as the former Cane McKegg got a rebound and 
put it in.  

Rod Brind’Amour used his timeout after the two quick 
Rangers goals, giving his group some animated instruction 
on the bench. 

The timeout did its job, as the Canes seemed to settle back 
into the groove of things after New York came back to make 
it a game. 

The Hurricanes got the dagger from DeAngelo on the power 
play in the final minutes, as he blasted a goal from the point 
against his former team. Aho got his 200th NHL assist on the 
goal. 

Carolina will be back in action Saturday night in New Jersey 
against the Devils.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Fast, Aho discuss big win over Rangers 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Rangers 6-3 in PNC Arena 
Thursday night, getting some big contributions from guys 
who used to play for New York. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes are a goal-scoring machine.  

The Canes scored six (or more) goals for the fifth time in 
seven games in 2022 Friday night, beating the New York 
Rangers 6-3 in a battle of the top of the Metro.  

Carolina came out of the gate on fire, getting first-period 
goals from Vincent Trocheck and Seth Jarvis. Jesper Fast, 
Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter scored in the second 
period, while Tony DeAngelo, who also had two assists, 
made it 6-3 in the waning minutes of the third.  

Following the commanding win over New York, Canes’ head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On why the Canes have gotten off to such good starts in the 
last two games and on if these last two games against great 
teams have sent a message: There’s no message being 
sent, that’s for sure. On the starts, we try to start that way 
every game. Both teams do. There’s not one thing you can 
say. I think it just comes down to getting to that game and 
everyone being ready to go. With 82 games, it’s hard for that 
to happen. It just is. These last couple games for sure we’ve 
been on our game right away. And it’s paid off. It doesn’t 
always pay off. I’ve seen a ton of games where we’re on our 
game but don’t capitalize, and it’s 0-0 after one but we’ve 
had a great period. You’re not going to dominate three 
periods in the NHL. It’s really hard to do. It was nice to see 
us get ahead and get the win. 

On if he can believe it’s been 400 games for Aho and on 
what he means in games like this against good teams: For 
me it’s been great to see him come through as a young kid 
and see his game mature and him mature as a person. His 
evolution as a player has been great. He wants to be one of 
the best players in the game. He knows there’s a certain way 
you have to play every night to get in that category and get 
talked about. I think that’s one of his individual goals.  

On Aho getting it done in a number of ways: Again, when 
you’re talking about wanting to be that kind of player and 
leader for your team, that’s what you’ve got to do. Games 
aren’t always going to be one way or another way. If you can 
adapt and play that kind of game, maybe tonight you’ve got 
to win 1-0 and you’ve got to get in front and bang one in. You 
can do. Or we can make a skill play up the ice on the rush. 
He understands that that’s the complete game and what kind 
of player he wants to be. 

On Svechnikov getting his 100th assist: He’s another young 
kid that has been great for me to watch him grow as a player. 
He’s a super intelligent hockey player with the puck. 
Everyone talks about his power forward game, but his ability 
to pass the puck is elite as well. He sees the ice really well. 
That goal tonight was a perfect example of it. His game is 
maturing too, and I think he still has another level that he’s 
working to get to. 

On if he could pinpoint one thing from this game that he 
wants the team to do again Saturday what would it be: 
You’re always hoping to get off to these starts. It certainly 
makes your life easier. Every coach says the same thing, but 
that would be the recipe.  

On if Teravainen’s absence in the third period was 
precautionary: He got dinged up there and couldn’t go. I’m 
not sure his status at this point.  

On who will start in goal Saturday: We’ll assess that now. 
We’ve got a lot of options now, so that’s good. We haven’t 
made that determination yet. 

Tony DeAngelo 

On how special this night was: It was nice. It was very nice. I 
played there for a while. There’s no hard feelings with the 
players, we know that. But it was nice to put on that type of 
performance. I thought our team played great. Like I said 
before the game, we were battling for first place. We are right 
back to where we need to be and we’ve got some games in 
hand, so that’s what we needed to do. 

On if he feels like they sent a message this week with two 
dominant performances against playoff teams: I don’t know if 
I’d say we sent a message. We don’t want to talk like that 
because it’s a long season. But we know what kind of team 
we have. I think we proved it the last couple games. But 
these are real good teams, too, with a lot of firepower. 
You’ve got to bring it every night. When you get in the 
playoffs it’s a seven-game series. The firepower that the 
Bruins have, the Rangers have, many other teams have in 
the conference, we’ve just got to keep playing the same way. 
When we do, we’re confident in what we are doing. 

On what the difference was between the two teams: I 
thought we carried the play early. They had a real good push 
during the third. They make plays. They’re going to get 
chances. I thought in the first two periods we played really 
well. We created a lot. Our forwards were playing really well 
down low, controlling the puck and getting lots of chances. 
We were screening in front of them, got a couple of rebound 
goals and tip goals. That’s our game. The first two periods 
especially we had it going to a T there. It was a nice job.  

On the traveling fans and the atmosphere in the building: 
They travel well. I actually knew a big group of people, a big 
fan club that are really good people, that came down. It was 
good. They made the game exciting. Obviously I would like 
to have a little more of our fans there. I know there was snow 
and stuff and there’s a lot of New York people are down 
here. But our fans pack the place.  

On what he’s learned about Aho while playing with him: He’s 
in the back right now, so I don’t want to pump his tires too 
much. But no, he’s a superstar player in the league, and 
there’s only so many that we have. We’re fortunate to have 
one. It was his 400th game tonight, and he’s only 24. The 
numbers he has and what he does on the ice, he can play 
against anybody and is better than anybody on most nights. 
He’s a special player we have, and we’re lucky to have him. 

On if he thinks it’ll be a special thing for him every time he 
plays the Rangers: The six of us the first time we go back to 
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the Garden, I think [Antti Raanta] has been before, but it’ll be 
exciting to get back to the Garden. We had a lot of good 
memories there. I’m sure I’m speaking on behalf of them, 
and I think I can there. But tonight was a hockey game. It’s 
obviously exciting to play them, but I have a lot of good 
buddies over there. It’s not like there’s hard feelings and you 
hate them or anything. It’s just guys being competitive. You 
just want to win. That’s what we did. We’re just looking to win 
games.  

Jesper Fast 

On playing the Rangers and scoring and on how exciting that 
was: Yeah, of course. It’s a game that I’ve been looking 
forward to even though it’s been almost a year and a half 
since I was there. Of course I was very excited, and it’s a fun 
game to play. Great game for us. 

On getting this performance in the first game of a back-to-
back: When you look at the standings, we knew they were 
ahead of us at the moment, even though they have more 
games. We wanted to make sure we played the right way 
and send a little message there. But it’s the first of two 
games coming up, and it was a great start.  

On if DeAngelo has answered the questions about him 
coming into the season: Absolutely. I knew what player he 
was coming here. He’s been doing exactly what I thought he 
would do. He’s such a good player on the ice. He skates 
well. The hockey IQ he has is one of the best of the league, 

in my opinion. He’s been really important for us, and he’s a 
big part of our team.  

Sebastian Aho 

On DeAngelo: He was great. Overall a great player. Great 
guy off the ice. Funny guy in the locker room. Keeps things 
light. He’s a perfect fit for us. Especially on the power play, 
he’s a sneaky guy and can see the plays. Obviously you can 
see he can shoot as well. He’s a great player for us.  

On these past two games: Both games we had good starts. 
We definitely were ready to play. We were executing our 
game plan. We weren’t waiting out there for what was going 
to happen. We were driving the bus early on and got the lead 
in both games and built on that. You try to do that every 
night, but it’s easier said than done. But definitely good starts 
in both games.  

On if he’s surprised it’s already been 400 games: They come 
one at a time, but time flies I guess. It’s already my sixth year 
here, and it feels like I just got here. It reminds me that 
you’ve just got to enjoy every day and live in the moment. 

On not getting distracted after the hit on Teuvo Teravainen: It 
was huge. We definitely didn’t let that distract us too much 
from our own game plan. We keep putting the hammer down 
and even more play our game, play simple. It worked, 
obviously. We played quite well at the end of the second 
period. It was a good response by us.
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DeAngelo delivers dagger to lift Canes past Rangers  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

As snow accumulated across the Raleigh area, PNC Arena 
became a winter wonderland for the Carolina Hurricanes as 
they dismantled the New York Rangers 6-3 on Friday, Jan. 
21. Defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s third-period goal staved 
off a Rangers comeback and put an exclamation mark on an 
highlight-filled night. 

The Canes (27-8-2) came into the game riding the 
momentum of a 7-1 shellacking of the Boston Bruins on Jan. 
18, and they continued to light up the board against 
goaltender Alexandar Georgiev and the Rangers (26-11-4). 
Highlight-reel plays came early and often as Carolina and 
New York battled for the top spot in the Metropolitan division. 

“You’re not going to dominate three periods in the NHL,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “It’s really hard to do. It was 
nice to see us get ahead and get the win.” 

Early on, it looked like the Hurricanes would skewer another 
opponent in a blowout win. Centers Vincent Trocheck and 
Seth Jarvis each notched a goal in a first period that saw the 
Rangers held to just four shots. Right wing Jesper Fast, 
center Sebastian Aho and right wing Nino Niederreiter 
tacked their own names onto the scoresheet by the end of 
the second period, but New York avoided the shutout with a 
power-play goal by Mika Zibanejad that made it 3-1. 

Much like the Canes in the first two periods, the Rangers 
came out with their guns blazing in the third. Chris Kreider 
scored another power play goal and Greg McKegg cut the 
lead to 5-3 just over a minute later. With his team’s lead 
suddenly cut in half, Brind’Amour immediately called timeout 
to rally his troops and finish the game. 

DeAngelo eventually struck the finishing blow to secure the 
win for the Hurricanes. The two squads jostled for several 
minutes as New York tried to claw back into the game, but 
DeAngelo, already sporting two assists on the night, fired a 
pellet from point to put the game on ice. The final goal drew 
a mixed reaction from the crowd as home fans celebrated 
DeAngelo’s dagger, but the sizable and vocal away fans 

lamented their team’s demise against DeAngelo, who played 
four seasons with the Rangers before signing with Carolina. 

“They made the game exciting,” DeAngelo said. “Obviously I 
would like to have a little more of our fans there. I know there 
was snow and stuff and there’s a lot of New York people are 
down here. But our fans pack the place.” 

DeAngelo’s pair of assists proved instrumental to the win as 
well. Trocheck’s game-opener was engineered by 
DeAngelo’s shot from point that Trocheck was able to 
redirect on its way to the net. Fast’s goal early in the second 
period was also teed up by DeAngelo. 

Not to be outdone, right wing Andrei Svechnikov also put on 
a passing clinic. Svechnikov was credited with a secondary 
assist on Trocheck’s goal before executing what was 
arguably the highlight of the night. With the puck in New 
York’s trapezoid, Svechnikov teased his trademark lacrosse 
shot, forcing the Rangers defense to clamp down on him. 
Those defensemen never recovered the puck, however, as 
Svech cleverly dished it to Niederreiter to give the Canes a 
5-1 lead heading into the second intermission. To make the 
moment even more monumental, Svechnikov eclipsed 100 
career assists on Niederreiter’s goal. 

“He’s a super intelligent hockey player with the puck,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Everyone talks about his power forward 
game, but his ability to pass the puck is elite as well. He sees 
the ice really well. That goal tonight was a perfect example of 
it.” 

Aho marked some career milestones in the game as well. In 
his 400th NHL game, Aho made it to 200 career assists on 
DeAngelo’s exclamation point goal and pulled off an 
impressive sweep-in shot while lying horizontal on the ice. 

“It’s already my sixth year here, and it feels like I just got 
here,” Aho said. “It reminds me that you’ve just got to enjoy 
every day and live in the moment.” 

Aho and the Canes will look to continue their run of form as 
they travel north to take on the New Jersey Devils on 
Saturday, Jan. 22. Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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Hurricanes vault into first in the Metro Division with a win over the New 
York Rangers 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 21, 2022 11:51 PM 

 

Tony DeAngelo called it a meaningful game, but not for personal 
reasons. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman wanted to beat his former team to 
lift the Canes back into the lead in the Metropolitan Division. That was 
top priority Friday, not vindication, he said. 

The Hurricanes did that, absorbing a few hard hits along the way but 
holding off the New York Rangers 6-3 at PNC Arena as DeAngelo and 
Sebastian Aho each had a goal and two assists. 

The Canes (27-8-2) moved into first place in the Metro ahead of the 
Rangers (26-11-4), who had won three straight and had 15 road wins this 
season. Both have 56 points but the Canes, who have won the last three, 
have four games-in-hand on New York. 

“It was a battle for first place and we got right back to where we want to 
be,” DeAngelo said. 

It was a game of speed and pace but also of push and shove -- and a 
few big hits. The Canes led 5-1 after the second period, but the Rangers 
scored twice in 74 seconds in the third to make it a two-goal game and 
make things a lot busier for Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, who won 
his 21st game with 20 saves. 

Aho’s 400th career game was one to remember, the center showing off 
his playmaking skills and scoring his goal in the second period while 

tumbling to the ice, sweeping a loose puck past goalie Alexandar 
Georgiev. 

“His evolution as a player has been great,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He wants to be one of the best players in the game 
and he knows there’s a certain way you have to play every night to get in 
that category.” 

Vincent Trocheck had a goal and assist and Andrei Svechnikov two 
assists for the Canes, now 15-4-1 at home. But it was DeAngelo who 
was named the game’s first star, who had Canes fans chanting “To-ny, 
To-ny!” 

“Tonight was just hockey,” DeAngelo said. “It was exciting to play them 
but I have a lot of good buddies over there. It’s not like there’s hard 
feelings and you hate them or anything like that. It’s just being 
competitive and wanting to win. We’re just looking to win games.” 

The Canes led 2-0 after a decisive first period that had Carolina get a 
power-play goal from Trocheck on a deflection of a DeAngelo shot, then 
a transition score from rookie forward Seth Jarvis off an Aho pass. It was 
3-0 in the second period after winger Jesper Fast, another former 
Ranger, scored on a long shot from the left point. 

DeAngelo had assists on the Trocheck goal and then the Fast goal, 
becoming the first defenseman in franchise history to earn 30 points in 
his first 30 games. After Trocheck scored, DeAngelo let out a big yell that 
smacked of both satisfaction and celebration. 

But, in a matter of seconds, things took a turn in the second period. 

The Rangers’ Barclay Goodrow landed a huge hit on the Canes’ Teuvo 
Teravainen near the boards in the New York zone -- a clean blow that left 
Teravainen in pain on the ice. Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi jumped 
in, going after Goodrow, but the Rangers ended up with a power play as 
Kotkaniemi was called for a double minor for roughing with 13:31 left in 
the period. 

The Rangers quickly banged in a shot, Mika Zibanejad scoring, and New 
York continued to push. Andersen made a good right-pad save, robbing 
Artemi Panarin of a goal, and the Canes weathered it. 
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By then, Trocheck had limped off the ice after blocking a shot. The 
Canes, already missing forwards Martin Necas and Jordan Martinook, 
both in the NHL COVID protocol, suddenly were down two forwards in 
the game. 

Down, but not out. Trocheck soon returned in the period. Teravainen also 
came back to be a part of an offensive flurry that ended with Aho scoring 
his 17th of the season, and the Canes made it 5-1 in the final minute of 
the second as Svechnikov fed Nino Niederreiter for his 11th. 

Teravainen was not able to play in the third period, said Brind’Amour, 
who had no further update on the injury after the game. The Canes, who 
recalled forward Stefan Noesen to the taxi squad Friday from Chicago 
(AHL), play a road game Saturday against the New Jersey Devils. 

Chris Kreider’s 26th goal, on a power play, and an even-strength score 
from former Canes forward Greg McKegg pulled New York within 5-3 in 
the third. But a power-play goal by DeAngelo finished it off as Aho 
assisted. 

DeAngelo played 167 games for New York but had a controversial 
departure from the Rangers last year. After a Jan. 30, 2021, altercation 
with Georgiev following an overtime loss to Pittsburgh, DeAngelo was put 
on waivers and later had his contract bought out, making him a free 
agent. 

DeAngelo found a team willing to give him another chance in the 
Hurricanes and has been a consistent contributor despite being sidelined 
with COVID-19. 

“I knew what kind of player he was coming here and he’s been doing 
exactly what I thought he’d do,” said Fast, one of DeAngelo’s former 
teammates in New York. “He’s such a good player on the ice, skating 
wise. He’s one of the best in the league in my opinion and has been real 
important to us.” 
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Jaccob Slavin and Adam Fox on the blue line together? It almost 
happened for the Canes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 21, 2022 7:00 AM 

 

Imagine, for a moment, the Carolina Hurricanes with a top defensive 
pairing of Jaccob Slavin and Adam Fox. 

Don Waddell could imagine it. 

The Canes’ president and general manager traded for Fox’s rights in 
2018, calling him the “one of the premier defensemen not in the National 
Hockey League” and saying he was convinced the Canes would sign Fox 
to an entry-level contract. 

Fox, the 2021 Norris Trophy winner with the New York Rangers, was a 
part of the mega-trade between the Canes and Calgary Flames during 
the 2018 NHL Draft. Carolina sent Elias Lindholm and Noah Hanifin to 
Calgary for Dougie Hamilton, Micheal Ferland and Fox, then a collegiate 
All-America defender at Harvard. 

The Canes later traded Fox to the Rangers, but only after a contentious 
negotiating period during which Fox said he was considering returning to 
Harvard for his senior season. 

Jeff Chiu AP 

In the two-plus years since that deal, Fox has developed into one of the 
NHL’s best — as Waddell predicted — a playmaking D-man with 
quickness and creative offensive skills. 

Fox, 23, leads the Rangers this season with 42 points in 40 games 
entering Friday’s game against the Canes at PNC Arena. He had two 
goals and an assist Wednesday as the Rangers rallied from a first-period 
deficit for a 6-3 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs that moved New York 
(26-10-4) into first place in the Metropolitan Division, ahead of the 
Hurricanes (26-8-2). 

“We just have that mentality that we’re never out of a game,” Fox said 
after the game. 

Canes defenseman Brendan Smith was a Rangers teammate in Fox’s 
first two seasons in the league and said he was quickly impressed by the 
right-shot defenseman he calls “Foxy.” 

“He came in and he wanted to learn,” Smith said Thursday. “It wasn’t like 
he came in with a chip on his shoulder, or came in cocky or any of those 
aspects. He asked and guys helped him out, and he just flourished. 

“I think he had a great mindset coming in and obviously you see what 
he’s done. It’s a testament to how hard he works. For me it’s exciting to 
watch him continue to progress, and I think the sky’s the limit when you 
see the kind of talent he brings.” 

HARVARD ATHLETICS 

FOX WELL-TRAVELED ALREADY 

Calgary drafted Fox in the third round in 2016. Unable to sign him, the 
Flames included him in the Carolina deal, even though the prevailing 
feeling was Fox would not sign with the Hurricanes, either, that his plan 
was to stay at Harvard long enough to either force a trade to a team of 
his choosing — the Rangers, for example — or play out his college 
eligibility and become a free agent. 

Fox, then 20, attended Carolina’s prospects development camp soon 
after the 2018 trade and was quizzed by media members about his 
intentions. 

“I’ve never said anything about my plans,” Fox said in an interview with 
The N&O during the camp. “Definitely next year I’m going back to school 
and will take it day by day. For me, it’s not that I’ve thought all the way 
down the road and had this whole thing planned out, of what I want to 
do.” 

That’s what Fox said — then. 

If he did have a plan, it worked. He returned to Harvard for his junior 
season in 2018-19, as he told the Flames and later the Canes he would. 
When the Canes tried to sign him in 2019, he then said he was 
considering a return to Harvard for a senior season. 

When Fox kept balking at signing, Canes owner Tom Dundon said in 
April 2019 that Carolina would look to deal him. Later that month, the 
Canes did, obtaining two second-round draft picks from the Rangers in 
exchange for the rights to Fox, a Jericho, N.Y., native who quickly signed 
his entry-level pact with New York. 

EARLY RETURNS 

A solid rookie season for Fox in the 2019-20 season ended with the 
Rangers being swept in three games by the Hurricanes in the opening 
round of the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs in Toronto. He then won the 
Norris in the condensed 2021 season with 47 points in 55 games, 
beating out Cale Makar of Colorado in the voting. 

Fox was rewarded by the Rangers with a seven-year contract extension 
worth $66.5 million last November, Rangers general manager Chris 
Drury referring to him as a “cornerstone for our organization.” 

In an interesting twist, the Canes signed former Rangers defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo as a free agent this season and have often paired him 
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with Slavin. DeAngelo has 28 points in 29 games for Carolina, missing 
some games because of COVID-19. 

Fox’s quick ascent in the NHL has come as no surprise to Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. 

“We only had him here at that one development camp and you could tell,” 
Brind’Amour said Thursday. “I remember him leaving and saying, ‘This 
guy is going to be a playmaker. He’s going to make stuff happen.’ I don’t 
think anyone envisioned to this level. He’s one of the elite players now.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. NEW YORK RANGERS 

When: Friday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9FM 
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Two women say Reid Boucher solicited photos of them when they were 
teens 

 

Katie Strang11-13 minutes 1/21/2022 

 

In October 2014, then 21-year-old New Jersey Devils prospect Reid 
Boucher attempted over Facebook to solicit photos from a 15-year-old 
Canadian girl. 

Around midnight one evening, Boucher messaged the girl, asking how 
old she was. After she told him, he remarked that she looked older and 
lamented that she was “too young to do anything I’d ask,” like send 
photos via Snapchat. She agreed she was too young. Two weeks later, 
Boucher messaged her again, a little after 1 a.m., asking: “Still a no 
huh?” She responded that her age hadn’t changed. 

The Canadian woman, now 22, said that at the time those Facebook 
exchanges “didn’t seem like a big deal.” She feels differently now, after 
Boucher, 28, pleaded guilty last month in Washtenaw County, Mich., to a 
third-degree charge of felony criminal sexual conduct for the 2011 
assault of a 12-year-old girl who lived in the house where he was 
boarding while playing for USA Hockey’s U.S. National Team 
Development Program in Ann Arbor, Mich. Boucher was 17 at the time. 

Boucher, who played in the NHL from 2013-18 and currently plays in 
Russia for the Yaroslavl Lokomotiv in the Kontinental Hockey League, is 
slated to be sentenced later this month. As part of a plea agreement, 
Boucher will reportedly receive no jail time and have the felony charge 
not appear on his public record provided he meets the requirements in 
the agreement. 

That agreement has sparked outrage amongst victims’ rights advocates 
and was criticized by the survivor of his sexual assault. In an interview 
with the Detroit Free Press, the woman, now 23, said she was “incensed” 
by the agreement. 

The Canadian woman who was 15 when Boucher contacted her, said 
she wanted people to know about Boucher’s attempts to get photos from 
her when she was a minor because, “It’s just behavior that doesn’t really 
go away.” She added that she hoped his sexual assault survivor in 
Michigan would “get more justice than what she’s getting.” 

The Canadian woman said that she met Boucher in January 2012 at a 
dinner coordinated by a minor hockey association in her area when she 
was 12 and he was 18 and playing for the Sarnia Sting of the Ontario 
Hockey League. She attended the dinner with a group of friends who 
played hockey and they met a few of the Sting players at the event. The 

girls later added the players as friends on Facebook, thinking nothing of 
it. She said she had no contact with Boucher again until more than two 
years later when he messaged her. 

“Initially, I was very confused,” the woman said, considering how much 
time had elapsed since they first met. “I thought maybe it was something 
not creepy,” she said. “But as soon as the conversation started, I knew it 
was not a normal conversation.” 

A woman in New Jersey had a similar interaction with Boucher in 
January 2014. Boucher sent the girl, who was then 17, Facebook 
messages asking her to send him photos of her breasts via Snapchat. 
She had friended Boucher on Facebook when he was drafted by the 
Devils in 2011, something she and her friends often did when the team 
added new prospects. 

The conversation moved to Skype, and the woman eventually put her 
male cousin on the phone with Boucher because she felt uncomfortable 
with what he was asking of her. “He got annoyed when I wasn’t alone,” 
said the woman, now 25. She later sent him a message that she didn’t 
want to send any photos of herself. At one point during their 
conversation, he asked her not to publicly mention that he was 
messaging her. 

The New Jersey woman said that Boucher didn’t ask her age and she 
didn’t tell him she was 17 while declining his request for photos. She said 
the exchange left her “embarrassed,” “disgusted” and “shocked.” 

“It made me feel like he knew he had this advantage on someone like 
me,” the woman said. 

The Athletic reviewed messages between Boucher and the two women 
he attempted to solicit photos from and also communicated with 
individuals who they were with or spoke with shortly after those 
exchanges. 

“I remember specifically this conversation sticking out just because of 
how distraught she was with what happened,” a male friend of the New 
Jersey woman told The Athletic when reached by phone earlier this 
week. He said she related the story to him shortly after the exchange. 

Pamella Szydlak, Boucher’s defense attorney, wrote via email: “It 
appears that these allegations concern conduct that allegedly occurred 8 
years ago. Based on what I have been told, these allegations were 
investigated and found to have no merit. Neither individual went to the 
police in 2014. More important, Reid Boucher is a completely different 
person today than he was many years ago.” 

The New Jersey woman said she was contacted by the Ann Arbor Police 
Department in November 2021 after she posted comments online 
alluding to the interaction with Boucher. The Athletic reviewed a 
voicemail from a detective at the Ann Arbor Police Department and an 
email exchange in which the detective says he passed along screenshots 
of her communications with Boucher to the Washtenaw County 
prosecutor’s office. 

Informed that The Athletic was preparing to publish a story that includes 
allegations against Boucher from two additional women, Washtenaw 
County Chief Assistant Prosecutor Victoria Burton-Harris wrote via email: 

“We have already reached out to law enforcement and they are looking 
into this new information. If and when we receive supplemental police 
reports on these allegations, we believe it is certainly something the court 
may wish to consider at sentencing, and will immediately provide that 
information to the court.” 

Though Boucher was originally charged with first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct in the Michigan case, a charge that carries a minimum sentence 
of 25 years to life, he was allowed to plead down to a lesser charge of 
third-degree criminal sexual conduct and considered for sentencing 
under the provisions of the Holmes Youthful Trainee Act. The HYTA is a 
discretionary statute designed to provide youthful offenders a second 
chance without permanently staining their public record, though certain 
sexual crimes are explicitly excluded, including sexual assault that 
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involves penetration of anyone under the age of 13 and/or a member of 
the same household as the “actor.” An additional exclusion in the statute 
is if the “actor uses force or coercion” to accomplish sexual penetration. 
The 23-year-old woman told the Free Press that Boucher threatened to 
publicly humiliate her at school if she did not perform sexual acts on him. 

According to the statute, and Boucher’s age at the time of the offense, 
prosecutorial consent was not required for Boucher to be assigned status 
as a youthful offender under HYTA. 

Sarah Rennie, executive director of the Michigan Coalition to End 
Domestic and Sexual Violence, said the plea should not have been 
allowed, given the scope of HYTA and the facts of the case — that the 
victim was under the age of 13 at the time, non-consensual penetration 
was involved, and that the original charge was first-degree criminal 
sexual conduct. 

“It’s an outrageous, unacceptable and illegal plea,” Rennie said. “There 
should never have been a HYTA offered. It’s not within the scope of the 
statute.” 

Rennie said that while most states provide a victim agency to undo a 
plea agreement if their rights are violated, Michigan has no such 
mechanism. The victim’s input is supposed to be taken into 
consideration. The woman told the Free Press she feels “re-victimized” 
by the court process and that her input was not appropriately weighed 
when the plea agreement was made. 

“It was a really stark reminder of how important the legal system can be 
in either helping or hurting a victim’s recovery,” Rennie said, “and this 
was not a help.” 

Rennie said the woman could seek out counsel to advocate for her at the 
upcoming sentencing hearing, over which the judge still can exercise 
discretion. 

According to the Free Press, the 23-year-old woman said she was 
“disgusted” with Judge Patrick Conlin Jr.’s comments about the plea 
agreement, in which he reportedly stated that he felt the lesser plea 
agreement to be appropriate given Boucher’s age at the time of the 
assault and the time elapsed since the assault. 

Delayed disclosures are incredibly common among sexual assault 
survivors and have driven legislative reform for statutes of limitation, 
particularly at the state level. According to a Department of Justice study, 
86 percent of youth sexual assaults went unreported. CHILD USA, a 
national think tank for child protection, cites a study of over 1,000 
survivors in which the average age at the time of reporting child sex 
abuse is 52 years old. 

The judge did not respond to multiple requests for comment. 

Burton-Harris said that the prosecutor’s office had multiple conversations 
with the victim before finalizing the plea agreement and that her “input 
was carefully considered”: 

“Ultimately, prosecutors must make decisions based on evidence that 
can be presented in court, and proved beyond a reasonable doubt. 
Guided by those considerations, our dedicated career sexual-assault 
prosecutors determined that permitting Mr. Boucher to plead guilty to a 
lesser charge was the best and surest way to provide some semblance 
of accountability,” she said. 

“We have had multiple conversations with the victim throughout this 
process. We know that she suffered greatly as a result of Mr. Boucher’s 
conduct. Our heart breaks for all she has endured, and we understand 
her frustration and anger with how these events have proceeded. 

“Out of respect for the victim and ongoing court proceedings, it would be 
inappropriate to say more at this time about the specific evidentiary 
considerations that went into the decision to allow Mr. Boucher to plead 
to a lesser charge. Mr. Boucher has pleaded guilty. The victim’s story is 
now hers to tell.” 

Islanders GM Lou Lamoriello, who was GM of the New Jersey Devils 
when the team drafted Boucher in 2011, told The Athletic that the 
organization had no knowledge of the sexual assault in Michigan 
involving the 12-year-old and would not have selected him had the club 
been aware. Boucher later played for the Nashville Predators and 
Vancouver Canucks. 

Jacques Beaulieu, who was the coach and general manager of the 
Sarnia Sting when Boucher joined the program, told The Athletic he was 
not aware of any incident with Boucher during his time with the USNTDP. 

Representatives for Lokomotiv did not respond to an email requesting 
comment. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.22.2022 
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Golden Knights’ Dylan Coghlan bounces back from benching 

 

By David Schoen Las Vegas Review-Journal January 21, 2022 - 5:40 PM 

 

   

Dylan Coghlan never has been to Florida, and the avid surfer admitted it 
might be tempting to find a board and check out one of the local breaks 
when the Golden Knights get to that portion of their road trip. 

“But I don’t want to get injured or anything like that during the season,” 
Coghlan said. “Maybe just chill out by the beach.” 

That’s probably a better plan considering the Knights can’t afford to lose 
the defenseman right now. 

Coghlan logged a career high in ice time during the Knights’ 4-3 overtime 
victory over Montreal on Thursday and made a strong impression on the 
coaching staff in his fight for more minutes. 

“It was nice to play that much,” Coghlan said Friday after practice at City 
National Arena. “The coaches trust me to be out there. It definitely feels 
good. I haven’t played that much in my career yet, so it was nice to make 
a difference.” 

Coghlan played 25:08 against the Canadiens after defenseman Zach 
Whitecloud was a late scratch Thursday when his back “seized up” after 
warmups, according to coach Pete DeBoer. 

Rather than shielding Coghlan on the third pair, DeBoer moved him up in 
the lineup alongside Shea Theodore and turned the pair loose. 

Coghlan registered five shots on goal in six attempts to go with three 
blocked shots and two takeaways. Theodore played a team-high 26:33 
and finished with three points, including the winning goal in overtime. 

“Cogs grabbed the opportunity,” DeBoer said. “You always want to see 
how young guys respond to that, so instead of playing him on the third 
pairing, he moved up and played in the top four and responded with a 
real good effort.” 

Coghlan needed a solid performance after he was benched in Monday’s 
loss to Pittsburgh and played 9:31. 

Not only was he slow to react to a rebound and failed to tie up Penguins 
forward Teddy Blueger on a second-period goal, Coghlan was on the ice 
for the go-ahead goal early in the third and didn’t see another shift until 
the final 1:08. 

Before Thursday, the only time Coghlan cleared 20 minutes in playing 
time was March 21 at Los Angeles when he skated 20:32 in a 3-1 loss to 
the Kings. 
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The Knights are expected to get back defenseman Alec Martinez during 
the road trip, and it’s unknown whether Whitecloud will be ready for 
Monday’s game at Washington to open the four-game swing through the 
southeast. Whitecloud did not participate in practice Friday. 

If Whitecloud and Martinez can’t go against the Capitals, Coghlan will 
remain in the lineup. Otherwise, he will compete with left-hander Ben 
Hutton to be the sixth defenseman until Nic Hague returns from his wrist 
injury/stint in COVID-19 protocol. 

In his second full NHL season, Coghlan has three goals and nearly 
doubled his career high with 11 points in 32 appearances. 

“Now that he was able to get some minutes and get his legs underneath 
him, he’s dynamic,” Theodore said. “He’s good defensively. He’s a guy 
that can play in all situations. It’s good to see him play that well and 
hopefully build some confidence.” 
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OK Daily: Brooks, Howden, Patrick Impress on Fourth Line, Trade Talk 

 

Published 16 hours ago on January 21, 2022 By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights will have played only three games over the 
past fifteen days come Monday. For a team that is dealing with a 
significant number of injuries, this can prove to be beneficial. The Golden 
Knights will hold practice today at City National Arena starting at 11:30 
am. Vegas Hockey Now will have updates on the status of Max 
Pacioretty, Alec Martinez, and Zach Whitecloud- Follow @OKrepps85 on 
Twitter. 

Vegas: A full recap of Thursday night’s game against the Montreal 
Canadiens in which Shea Theodore scored a slick overtime goal. 

if you're reading this, Shea Theodore has better hands than you 
pic.twitter.com/Jz52QcqcCl 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) January 21, 2022 

Eight takeaways from the Golden Knights game include the surprise 
success of the Nolan Patrick, Brett Howden, and Michael Amadio line on 
the fourth line. 

Montreal: The flip side of the Golden Knights overtime win against the 
Montreal Canadiens has Jimmy Murphy praising Samuel Montembeault 
and his 49 saves in the Canadiens loss. 

Speaking of Canadiens’ goaltending, Jake Allen will be out eight weeks 
with a lower-body injury. Ouch. 

Despite their struggles this season, Josh Anderson has faith in the 
Canadiens. “I signed a long-term contract for a reason,” stated Anderson. 

Could the Bruins and Canadiens put their differences aside and made a 
deal regarding Ben Chiarot? 
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8 Observations From Golden Knights Revenge, OT Win over Canadiens 

 

Published 17 hours ago on January 21, 2022 By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights defeated the Montreal Canadiens 4-3 in 
overtime Thursday night thanks to Shea Theodore’s stylish overtime 
game-winning goal. Theodore, a defenseman, went in on the forecheck 
and won the puck, gave it to Nicolas Roy, accepted the return pass, and 
crossed up Christian Dvorak for the overtime winner. 

Jonathan Marchessault, who scored the goal which forced overtime, was 
a little concerned seeing Theodore forecheck. 

“Honestly at first, I was a little nervous with his forecheck after we lost the 
draw. He was our defenseman and he somehow started going behind 
their net. But he recovered the puck, they kept chasing him, and he and 
Roy did a great job on the forecheck and he was able to recover. Shea 
just did what he does best and he was able to find the back of the net 
there,” said Marchessault. 

if you're reading this, Shea Theodore has better hands than you 
pic.twitter.com/Jz52QcqcCl 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) January 21, 2022 

The Golden Knights finished out their extended eight-game with a win in 
dramatic fashion. They finish the homestand with a 3-3-2 record. They 
now have a three-day gap between they start their four-game road trip 
against the Washington Capitals. With that in mind let’s dive back into 
Thursday night’s game and look at eight takeaways VHN had in the 
Golden Knights victory. 

1. Chandler Stephenson is an Alternate Captain 

First off, an aesthetic change. Chandler Stephenson, who once again 
scored Thursday night, was wearing the “A” as an alternate captain. I 
believe this is the first time this season in which this has happened. With 
Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty, and Alec Martinez all out, Stephenson, 
Brayden McNabb, and Alex Pietrangelo served as alternates. 

A simple visual change, yes, but man does Stephenson deserve it. The 
27-year old Stanley Cup Champion is still leading the Golden Knights in 
scoring with 12 goals, 26 assists, and 38 points. You have to wonder 
what the Golden Knights captaincy will look like when everyone is 
healthy, but even if he doesn’t get the “A” Stephenson is a leader on this 
team. 

2. Dylan Coghlan Had One Hell of a Game 

Last night I slated Dylan Coghlan as Vegas Hockey Now’s player of the 
game. I really think, outside of his hat-trick game against the Minnesota 
Wild, Coghlan had one of his best games in his young NHL career. He 
was great on the penalty kill breaking up chances in front of the net. 
There was a chance where he singlehandedly disrupted a Jake Evans 
rush. His transition game was solid as there was a play in which he 
gloved down a puck, adjusted his stick, and made a stretch pass. 

With Zach Whitecloud being a late scratch due to his back seizing up, 
Coghlan stepped up. If he can continue this progression he will give head 
coach Peter DeBoer a reliable bottom-four option on defense. Great 
game from Cogs. 

3. Lehner Needs to Stop That Hoffman Goal 

With a tie game in the third period, the Golden Knights gave up the lead 
as Mike Hoffman scored the go-ahead goal for the Canadiens. Looking 
back on the play, this is a save in which Robin Lehner should have 
made. Lehner was a little behind in his reactions due to the play being 
behind the net. He lost sight of the play and was not in a prime position to 
make a save. 

Hoffman, sur réception!   

Hoffman with the one-timer! 

#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/F1NcGJbdkg 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) January 21, 2022 
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Given the Golden Knight’s comeback and victory, this goal might get lost 
in the mix. But it could have potentially cost the Golden Knights the game 
had things gone differently. Lehner needs to step up his game for the 
Golden Knights. 

4. Grit-Grinder Nicolas Roy 

If I were to quiz you on what player on the Golden Knights leads the team 
in penalty minutes I guarantee most of you would say Keegan Kolesar, or 
maybe Brayden McNabb. Strangely Nicolas Roy leads the team in this 
department. Roy took yet another penalty last night and Tyler Toffoli 
scored on the ensuing powerplay. Not much to say about this one, I just 
thought it was a little surprising. 

5. Canadiens Defenseman Ryan Gibbons 

For Golden Knight’s fans (and Alex Pietrangelo) the first goal of Thursday 
night’s game was a little frustrating. Michael Pezzetta scored after 
Pietrangelo was accidentally taken out of the play by referee Ryan 
Gibbons. The Canadiens gained a three-on-two and scored with the 
Golden Knight’s best defenseman out of the play. 

Here’s the replay. 

MICHAEL. PEZZETTA.#GoHabsGo pic.twitter.com/8f8Yh4uqR0 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) January 21, 2022 

6. Howden, Amadio, Patrick Can Cycle 

With Mark Stone out and William Carrier bumped to the first line, the 
Golden Knights went with Nolan Patrick, Brett Howden, and Michael 
Amadio on the fourth line. All three of these players have been tested out 
as being the fourth-line center and it has been a constant battle between 
these three, Adam Brooks, and even Jake Leschyshyn for a bottom-six 
spot on the teams. 

But putting them all together on the same line proved to be beneficial for 
Golden Knights head coach Peter DeBoer. The line did a great job in 
cycling and generating offensive zone chances but were unable to score. 
Amadio had a specific chance where he got two back-to-back shots on 
Samuel Montembeault. Howden finished the game with four shots on 
goal. 

7. Shots, Shots, Shots, EVERYBODY 

Speaking of shots the Golden Knights had 53 of them last night, a 
season-high. They were just one shot off from tying their franchise-high 
54-shots which came in October of 2019 against the Ottawa Senators. 

“I thought we put in the right amount of work to deserve two points 
tonight. I think this league shows you that you don’t always get what you 
deserve but I thought we worked hard enough to earn two points tonight,” 
said DeBoer. 

Typically more shots lead to more scoring chances which lead to goals 
that lead to wins. Strangely the Golden Knights tend to struggle when 
they register more than 40 shots a game. But they found a way to win 
Thursday night. 

“I think we have been struggling in those games when we have a lot of 
shots on goal and we don’t find a way to win games but I think tonight we 
did find a way and that’s always positive good teams find a way to win 
games,” said Marchessault. 

8. William Karlsson is Back 

With a goal, an assist, and seven shots on goal Thursday night William 
Karlsson had a great game for the Golden Knights. With more and more 
stars coming into the Golden Knights organization (hello Jack Eichel), 
many people are forgetting that Karlsson is a former 40 goal scorer. 
Getting the Misfit Line to contribute offensively is a major factor in the 
Golden Knight’s success and with two goals from the line last night, 
things are heading in the right direction. 

“I think Willy (William Karlsson) has always been a bit of a streaky score 
and when he is feeling it he usually comes in bunches his effort is 
consistent every single day he shows up and gives you everything he’s 
got,” said DeBoer on Karlsson. 

1233139 Ottawa Senators 

 

SNAPSHOTS: Coach D.J. Smith says Erik Brannstrom has ‘arrived’ in 
the NHL 

 

Bruce Garrioch, Publishing date: Jan 21, 2022   

 

It takes a little time and with that you need patience. 

Ottawa Senators defenceman  Erik Brannstrom  played 23:28 against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday and had one of his best games of the 
season. He had four shots on net, set up Josh Norris for a beauty goal 
and was noticeable. 

The Senators have been using Brannstrom on both the right and left side 
on defence because he has that ability. He has seen time with  Josh 
Brown  and  Thomas Chabot.  In the offensive end, Brannstrom was out 
there on the power play with Chabot andthe top line o f Josh Norris, 
Brady Tkachuk  and  Drake Batherson . 

“I did much the same with  (Morgan) Rielly  and  (Jake) Gardiner  in 
Toronto when I was there,” Senators head coach  D.J. Smith  said 
following Friday’s skate in Arlington, Va. “When you get a tired team, you 
put your two best offensive defencemen out there, especially with our top 
line, and it’s created a lot of offence. 

“Whether you’re left, right or indifferent, your two top defenceman playing 
with your top line on any kind of icing or when you need a goal is key. 
We’ve got our five best offensive options for us. He’s done a really nice 
job. He’s moving pucks, he’s just looking so much more confident. 

Man people didn’t agree with the decision to send Brannstrom to the 
American Hockey League affiliate in Belleville earlier this season, but the 
time there helped Brannstrom develop his game, plus confidence is so 
much a part of playing at the NHL level. 

Brannstrom has the added pressure of being the last remaining piece 
from the deal that sent winger  Mark Stone .to the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Sometimes you just have to give a player a chance to mature. 

“It takes time in this league and he just look like he’s arrived,” Smith said. 

FACING A HERO 

Norris relished the chance to face Penguins superstar  Sidney   Crosby 
head-to-head Thursday. 

The Ottawa centre said he was a fan of Crosby growing up and looked 
forward to the challenge. Norris had a good night, scoring twice in the 
third period while also winning 71.4 per cent of his faceoffs. 

It was Norris’ third multi-goal game of the season. 

“It was pretty cool for me playing against Crosby,” Norris said. “He was 
my favourite growing up, just like a lot of guys, and he’s kind of the 
(Wayne) Gretzky for me because I got to see him play and he’s my 
favourite player. 

“I just tried to do my best and contain him. I thought I did a good job for 
the most part. Playing against top lines is definitely a challenge, but I’m 
always up for it. I know Brady and Drake are the same and we just want 
to beat that line.” 

THE LAST WORDS 
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Norris didn’t look any worse for wear Friday, but he did have stitches 
after taking a stick in the face late in the Thursday’s loss to Pittsburgh. 
Norris said he’s not sure he ever lost that much blood, but it was ugly to 
see him on the bench with athletic therapist  Dom Nicoletta.  “Luckily it 
wasn’t too bad. I honestly wasn’t sure (what happened), I got hit with a 
stick or something on the way down,” Norris said. “I just thought I had a 
bleeding nose and I didn’t think I was actually cut. I got back to the bench 
and Dom told me I was actually cut. Luckily, it wasn’t too bad” Senators 
captain  Brady Tkachuk  and winger  Alex Formenton  weren’t on the ice 
Friday in Washington. Both should be fine and should suit up in the back-
to-back games against the Caps and Columbus Blue Jackets on Sunday. 
Formenton blocked a shot in the first period and left Thursday’s game 
briefly, but did return. Smith said the best bet was to give both players a 
day off so they’d be ready. It doesn’t appear there will be any lineup 
changes against the Caps. 
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Matt Murray says he's ready as Senators face Washington Capitals 
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Matt Murray is ready, willing and able. 

The next step will be determined during a conversation between head 
coach D.J. Smith and goalie coach Zac Bierk. 

The Ottawa Senators’ top goaltender was on the ice at the Washington 
Capitals’ practice facility in Arlington, Va., on Friday and noted in a Zoom 
call with reporters that, if called upon, he’d be ready to start in net on 
Saturday night. 

Murray was scheduled to play Tuesday against the Buffalo Sabres at 
home and Thursday against his former Pittsburgh Penguins teammates 
for the first time since being dealt to Ottawa in October 2020, but an 
illness forced him to be a last-minute scratch for both games. 

“I’m feeling a lot better and I’m definitely at the tail end of this thing,” 
Murray said. 

If Smith and Bierk decide to give Murray the nod, he’ll be ready to go 
against the Capitals. And, given that Anton Forsberg and Filip 
Gustavsson weren’t very good in the 6-4 loss to the Penguins, Murray is 
likely the top option. 

Though they badly outplayed the Penguins, the Senators couldn’t get a 
save when they needed one. Forsberg was pulled after giving up two 
goals on eight shot in the first period. Then Gustavsson came in and, by 
the end of the second period, the score was 5-1. 

Sure, the Senators need to be better defensively in front of their goalies, 
but they need to get a save or two as well. Forsberg gave up a bad goal 
in the first period of the 3-1 loss to the Sabres, the kind of thing that can 
be deflating for the bench. 

The Senators showed a lot of guts trying to erase the four-goal deficit in 
the third period against the Penguins, but, in the end, Jake Guentzel was 
able to salt it away with an empty-netter. 

Smith is confident that, if the Senators have that same kind of effort in 
Washington, they’ll at least give themselves a chance to win. Ottawa had 
43 shots on Pittsburgh goalie Tristan Jarry and 69 attempts at the net. 

The Senators deserved a better fate and everyone knows it. 

“You give that effort, you’re going to win more than 50 per cent of your 
games,” Smith said. “As these kids continue to get older, that number 
becomes 60 per cent and 70 per cent of your games. That’s how you 

become the Pittsburgh Penguins and the Washington Capitals of the 
world that have been good for 10 years. 

“It’s all been a process for these guys. I think you’ve seen with our team. 
Three years ago, our team was led by guys like (Jean-Gabriel) Pageau. 
Now the offence is being carried by guys like (Drake) Batherson, (Josh) 
Norris and (Brady) Tkachuk. 

“You should see it turn and you’re going to see a team like the Ottawa 
Senators be a really good team for a long time.” 

But you can’t do that without goaltending and that’s why the result of that 
game in Pittsburgh was so frustrating. Murray had won two straight 
before he was sidelined and you have to think he would have given the 
Senators a better chance to win than either of the two backups did. 

We all know that, since Murray was dealt to the Senators, it hasn’t gone 
the way anybody expected. He has it in him to be successful because 
we’ve seen it in small sample sizes. Murray stopped 60-of-65 shots in the 
Senators’ sweep of Alberta last week and looked as if he was rounding 
into form. 

He has an 8-6-0 record against the Capitals from his days with the 
Penguins, including a 3.68 goals-against average and .883 save 
percentage, so he may need some offensive support Saturday. 

“We’re going to be in for a tough challenge against a heck of team,” 
Murray said. “I felt pretty sharp (in Alberta). There are a lot of things that 
Bierk and I talk about, and we’ll keep that in-house, but we’re just 
working on things that you can take care of and the rest will take care of 
itself.” 

Murray, who helped lead the Penguins to back-to-back Stanley Cup titles 
in 2016 and 2017, was given a nice video tribute at the first TV timeout of 
Thursday’s game. He didn’t get to play, but the fans gave him a standing 
ovation and the pictures of Murray in the press box showed him tapping 
his heart as a thank you. 

With apologies, Murray felt it was nice for Pittsburgh fans to roll out the 
welcome mat upon his return. 

“It meant a lot. That was a really cool moment,” Murray said. “I had a lot 
of good years there. I have a lot of memories, I got drafted there, I won a 
couple of times and I had made a lot of really great, long-last friendships. 

“It was cool to get there and get a reception like that.” 

If he’s in the net Saturday night, Murray would be welcomed back with 
open arms. 
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Time for injury and illness prone Murray to again grab hold of the 
Senators crease 
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As Matt Murray waved to the crowd from the press box in Pittsburgh 
Thursday, a couple of thoughts hit home. 

Penguins fans had good reason to offer him thanks for the memories, 
considering Murray backstopped the organization to a pair of Stanley 
Cup victories. 

One of those, of course, was the 2017 championship, which came after 
the Penguins nail-biting double overtime Game 7 victory over the Guy 
Boucher-led Ottawa Senators in the Eastern Conference final. 

The list of what ifs were everywhere. 
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If Murray hadn’t reclaimed the Pittsburgh net from Marc-Andre Fleury 
after the Senators took control in Game 3 of that series, Ottawa would 
have been a good bet to knock off the Nashville Predators in the final. 

In that respect, Murray ranks right up there with New Jersey’s Hall of 
Fame goaltender Martin Brodeur (2003) and Anaheim’s Hall of Fame 
defencemen Scott Niedermayer and Chris Pronger (2007) as one of the 
key figures standing in the way of the Senators best ever opportunities to 
reach the top. 

With a Cup in hand, the course of history here would have changed. 
Maybe the grand rebuild would never have happened. 

What if Murray didn’t do what he did against the Senators? 

Fast forward five years and 

Murray is now facing a much different challenge. 

He must become the consistent, confident — and most importantly, 
healthy — goaltender to push the spirit of the kids, so they’re rewarded 
with wins for strong outings. 

From Batherson to Chabot to Norris to Stuetzle to Tkachuk to Zub, 
there’s a exciting buzz in the air about what tomorrow might bring. 

However, this week’s losses to Buffalo and Pittsburgh, with Anton 
Forsberg and Filip Gustavsson offering up shaky outings, provide fresh 
examples that winning rarely comes without good netminding. 

Putting more than 40 shots on the opposing goaltender doesn’t matter 
much if you can’t keep the puck out of your own net. 

Which brings us back to Murray and the injuries and illnesses that have 
gone along with his inconsistencies since signing his four-year, $25 
million contract. 

Of all the statistics surrounding Murray since he arrived in Ottawa, the 
most troubling one might be minutes played. 

He has played only 528 minutes this season, behind both Forsberg (756) 
and Gustavsson (679). 

As for Murray’s 2020-21 season with the Senators, he played 1404 
minutes. The club’s other goaltenders — Forsberg, Gustavsson, Marcus 
Hogberg and Joey Daccord — combined for 1963 minutes in the crease. 

The latest setback, a “non-COVID-19 illness” that hit Murray only hours 
before Tuesday’s game against Buffalo, put the brakes on what looked 
like a promising re-start. 

After inspired efforts in last week’s sweep of Alberta — his first two wins 
of the season — he appeared to have rediscovered some of his former 
success. The battle level was high, making several brilliant, if 
unorthodox, stops against Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid in 
Edmonton. 

Judging by the post-game dressing room reactions, the players were 
pumped for Murray, who had passed through waivers and spent weeks in 
Belleville of the AHL in December. 

It had the look and feel of turning the corner, of perhaps playing himself 
back into becoming coach D.J. Smith’s trusted number one goaltender 
again. 

Then came the illness that reinforced the one-step forward, two-step 
back nature of his tenure here. 

At the risk of again become caught up in the what if game, Murray and 
the Senators could have been headed into Saturday’s game against the 
Washington Capitals on a four-game winning streak. While the dynamic 
young line of Tkachuk, Norris and Batherson continues to shine and 
defenceman Erik Brannstrom seems to be finally settling into a regular 
role in the NHL, the Senators have skated out of the arena with defeats 
this week in what were winnable games. 

The replacement goaltenders need to be better when they get their 
chance, of course. 

Forsberg let in soft goals to start both of them and Gustavsson was also 
fighting the puck after Smith gave Forsberg the early hook against the 
Penguins. Forsberg currently owns a .907 save percentage and 
Gustavsson is at .892, the same as Murray. 

Gustavsson had a brief good run in late October and Forsberg was on a 
roll in early December, but neither has been able to sustain that 
excellence. 

Keep in mind that neither Gustavsson nor Forsberg were expected to 
carry the load for an extended period. Forsberg signed a one-year deal 
as a stop-gap, with the idea that Gustavsson would spend most of the 
season in Belleville before assuming back-up duties behind Murray in 
2022-23. 

Murray, on the other hand, was signed to be the guy to provide a steady 
hand, bailing out the team when they made youthful mistakes. 

There’s still time for that to happen, but it won’t happen if he can’t stay 
healthy. 

Ottawa Sun LOADED: 01.22.2022 

1233142 Ottawa Senators 

 

Ten Senators individual and team goals that might be in reach in the final 
50 regular-season games 

 

By Ian Mendes Jan 21, 2022 

 

At some point during the third period on Thursday night, every Ottawa 
Senators fan believed their team was going to complete the comeback 
against Pittsburgh. 

Maybe it was the residual effects from that epic comeback from the same 
5-1 deficit against the Maple Leafs last season, but it just felt like it was a 
forgone conclusion that Ottawa was going to find a way to tie that hockey 
game. They showed the perfect combination of resiliency and skill to 
climb back into that game when it seemed as though they had no chance 
to win. 

So it was rather shocking when Jake Guentzel buried an empty net goal 
in the final minute to seal a Pittsburgh victory. It just didn’t feel like that is 
how the script was supposed to go. 

And while Ottawa’s goaltending was suspect, there were plenty of 
positives to glean from the Senators’ spirited 6-4 loss on Thursday night. 

They generated 40-plus shots in consecutive games for the first time this 
season. 

All of their goals were from young stars like Drake Batherson, Tim Stützle 
and Josh Norris. 

And Erik Brannstrom looked dynamic and flashy in logging a season-high 
23:28 of ice time. 

Thursday’s game kicked off a frenetic stretch where the Senators will 
play 50 games over the course of 100 days. And we need to be mindful 
that not every game is going to be as entertaining and wildly unhinged as 
that game in Pittsburgh. 

So with the playoffs out of reach, there needs to be some other goals and 
targets that are within reach for the team over the next three months. 

With the revamped schedule now in place, here’s a look at 10 different 
objectives for the Senators this season — from both an individual and 
team perspective. 
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The target: Senators finish season with 82 points. 

Why it would be significant: The playoffs are not in the cards for the 
Senators, but finishing the season above the 80-point plateau would be a 
nice accomplishment. And while it’s not a true .500 finish, getting 82 
points in 82 games would represent a significant step in the right 
direction for a franchise that has missed the playoffs by a healthy margin 
in every season since 2017-18. 

What it would take to get there: Ottawa would need to post a 28-20-1 
record — good for a .581 points percentage — down the stretch. 

Why it could happen: Since Dec, 2, the Senators have a 7-5-1 record and 
have looked a lot more competitive on a nightly basis. They’ve had a 
.577 points percentage over that stretch, which is essentially the clip they 
would have to maintain for the next three months in order to flirt with the 
82-point plateau. Ottawa has only played 15 home games up until this 
point, so having 27 games at Canadian Tire Centre could help them 
reach this objective. 

Why it might not: The Senators dug themselves a massive hole by 
winning only four times in their first 20 games of the season. Thursday’s 
6-4 loss in Pittsburgh kicked off a frenetic stretch where they play 50 
games over the course of 100 days. They’ve got nine sets of back-to-
back games to contend with under the revised schedule, so it’s certainly 
going to be a challenge to maintain a points percentage near the .580 
mark. 

The target: Drake Batherson reaches 85 points 

Why it would be significant: No Ottawa player has finished the season 
with at least 85 points since 2007-08, when both Jason Spezza (92 
points) and Daniel Alfredsson (89 points) accomplished the feat. 

What it would take to get there: Batherson would need 52 points over the 
final 49 games of the season to hit the 85-point mark. 

Why it could happen: Batherson could actually experience a slight drop in 
production and still reach this goal. After a two-point effort on Thursday in 
Pittsburgh, Batherson is now producing at a 1.18 points-per-game clip — 
which puts him in the top 20 among skaters in the NHL in that category. 
In order for him to reach 85 points, he needs to produce at a rate of 1.06 
points per game if he suits up for the final 49 contests. 

Why it might not: Maintaining this type of productivity and consistency is 
certainly a challenge — especially for a player going through the rigours 
of his first 82-game season at the NHL level. Batherson has a team-
leading 11 points on the power play, so if that unit ever goes through an 
extended dry spell it could impact his chances of getting to the 85-point 
plateau. 

The target: Thomas Chabot sets a career high in points 

Why it would be significant: A lot of people have highlighted Chabot’s low 
offensive output this season, so the fact he could potentially set a career-
high in points shows that he’s having a sneaky-good season. 

What it would take to get there: As it stands now, Chabot is on pace for a 
47-point season, so he would need to produce 37 points over the course 
of the final 49 games to get to 56 points — good for 0.75 ppg — in order 
to set a career high. 

Why it could happen: Chabot has been producing at the required rate 
since early December, recording 11 points over his last 14 games (0.78 
ppg). He’s also been the victim of some bad luck, with only one goal 
scored on 91 shots on net so far this season. If his shooting percentage 
returns to its career norm of 5.3 down the stretch, there is every reason 
to think Chabot could start to heat up a bit more offensively. 

Why it might not: Chabot has never been a huge producer on the power 
play, with only two career goals on the man advantage. So it’s not like we 
should suddenly expect him to pad his stats with some power-play 
points. And while he’s hovered around the 30-minute mark in each of his 
last two games, there is a chance we see his minutes dialed back a little 

down the stretch as the Senators try and work younger defencemen like 
Brannstrom and Jake Sanderson into the mix. 

The target: Josh Norris scores 40 goals 

Why it would be significant: Only one centreman in franchise history has 
reached the 40-goal plateau and that was Alexei Yashin, who did it 
during his Hart Trophy finalist season in 1998-99. Norris is going to 
require a new contract for next season, so coming into negotiations 
armed with a 40-goal season would probably give him some pretty good 
leverage. 

What it would take to get there: Norris would need 22 goals over the 
course of the final 49 games (0.44 goals per game) to reach the 40-goal 
mark. 

Why it could happen: After another two-goal performance on Thursday, 
Norris now has 18 goals in 32 games so far this season. His 0.56 goals-
per-game pace so far this season has him ahead of superstars like 
Brayden Point, Connor McDavid and David Pastrnak. Norris is currently 
on pace for a 45-goal season, so he could endure a mini-slump at some 
point and still flirt with the 40-goal plateau. 

Why it might not: Similar to Batherson, this is Norris’ first full 82-game 
season in the NHL, so we need to understand there could be some 
peaks and valleys for him in the next three months. Norris is also carrying 
a shooting percentage of 20.2, which is probably an unsustainable 
number over the course of a full season. In the post-lockout era, only four 
players have ever hit the 40-goal plateau while carrying a shooting 
percentage north of 20: William Karlsson (23.4 in 2017-18), Leon 
Draisaitl (21.6 in 2018-19), Brayden Point (21.5 in 2018-19) and Brad 
Boyes (20.8 in 2007-08). So if Norris’ shooting percentage regresses to 
the 10-12 range, we could see his production dip to the point where 40 
goals is no longer within reach. 

The target: Brady Tkachuk scores 30 goals 

Why it would be significant: Over his first three seasons in the NHL, 
Tkachuk has established himself as a bonafide 20-goal scorer, with 
campaigns of 22, 21 and 17 goals — and that 17-goal total came during 
the 56-game campaign in 2020-21. If he could get to the 30-goal 
threshold it would certainly move him up a notch when it comes to how 
his goal-scoring is viewed around the league. 

What it would take to get there: Tkachuk would need to score 18 goals 
over the course of the final 49 games (0.36 goals per game) to reach the 
30-goal mark. 

Why it could happen: We have watched Tkachuk’s offence elevate to a 
new level this season. In each of his first three seasons, he scored at 
exactly the same rate — 0.30 goals per game. This season, Tkachuk has 
bumped that up to 0.40 gpg — which has given him 12 goals over his 
first 30 contests. If he maintains that pace, he’ll end this season with 32 
goals. 

Why it might not: Since scoring a hat trick against Tampa Bay last month, 
Tkachuk has only managed to score once in his past eight games. He 
also missed the first three games of the regular season after his contract 
situation. It might come right down to the wire for Tkachuk to reach 30 
goals, so missing a couple of games might be a factor. 

The target: Senators finish the season with a power play at 20 percent 
and penalty kill at 80 percent 

Why it would be significant: The Senators have only had one season 
since the lockout in which their power play operated at 20 percent and 
their penalty kill had an 80 percent success rate — and that was in the 
2005-06 campaign. If they’re able to reach those markers at the end of 
the season, it would finally illustrate some tangible progression on special 
teams. 

What it would take to get there: The Senators are hovering near both 
those marks right now, with a power play operating at 19.4 percent and a 
PK unit with a 78.3 percent efficiency. 
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Why it could happen: The Senators turnaround since early December 
has coincided with a huge improvement on special teams. The power 
play is clicking at 22.5 percent and the penalty kill is at 85.7 percent since 
Dec. 2. The PK unit has looked very good lately, only surrendering three 
power-play goals to opponents over the last 11 games. 

Why it might not: The Senators are receiving 3.27 power-play 
opportunities per game so far this season, which puts them fourth in the 
NHL in that category. They’ve certainly had their fair share of chances 
with the man advantage and perhaps that number comes down slightly 
over the course of the final 50 games. And while the penalty kill unit has 
been dynamite lately, that comes on the heels of a stretch in which they 
surrendered a power-play goal in eight consecutive games in late 
November. 

The target: Matt Murray reaches 40-game plateau 

Why it would be significant: Murray has been hampered by injuries and 
inconsistency in each of the last three seasons. The last time he reached 
the 40-game plateau was in 2018-19 with Pittsburgh, when he appeared 
in a career-high 50 games. If he can get to the 40-game mark this 
season, it would likely show the club he has some durability and 
consistency. 

What it would take to get there: Murray would have to appear in 31 of the 
Senators’ final 49 games of the regular season. That means he would 
have to suit up in 63 percent of Ottawa’s games. 

Why it could happen: If we’re looking at big priorities down the stretch, it’s 
hard to think of one more important than sorting out the goaltender 
position at the NHL level. The Senators obviously have a vested interest 
in getting Murray back on track, considering he has two more years left 
on his contract that will pay him $15 million in real cash during that span. 
And Murray has looked extremely sharp in each of his last two starts, 
backstopping Ottawa to consecutive wins and stopping 60 of 65 shots in 
the process. 

Why it might not: Murray has been missing from Ottawa’s crease this 
week after coming down with a non-COVID-19 related illness. It’s 
unfortunately just the latest setback in a series of unfortunate events that 
have seemed to plague the netminder since he joined the Senators last 
season. Murray has only appeared in 36 out of a possible 89 games with 
Ottawa since the start of the 2020-21 season. That represents about 40 
percent of Ottawa’s games, so asking him to appear in more than 60 
percent of games down the stretch might be a tall order. 

The target: Tim Stützle reaches 50 points 

Why it would be significant: When you look at the list of Sens players to 
hit the 50-point plateau around the age of 20, it’s a pretty impressive 
group led by Yashin, Spezza and Martin Havlat. 

What it would take to get there: Stützle would need to get 32 points over 
the final 49 games — for a 0.65 points-per-game rate — in order to reach 
50 points this season. 

Why it could happen: It really feels like we’re watching Stützle’s game 
progress to the next level. As the underlying numbers clearly indicate, his 
attention to detail has improved defensively. And as an added bonus, 
Stützle is looking more confident and dynamic when he’s carrying the 
puck. He’s picked up 10 points in his last 11 games played, so there is 
every reason to believe he’s going to improve his productivity over the 
next three months. The move to the centre ice position seems to suit his 
game, so we should expect to see him continue to get prime minutes 
down the middle. Earlier this week, Stützle logged a career-high 22:41 
against Buffalo, so watching him flirt with the 20-minute mark on some 
nights isn’t out of the realm of possibility. His chemistry with Alex 
Formenton seems to be blossoming and we shouldn’t rule out him getting 
some looks with Drake Batherson from time to time. 

Why it might not: If we’re just looking at the big-picture stats, Stützle is 
still producing at the same rate he was last season — 0.56 points per 
game. If that holds down the stretch, he would finish the season at 45 
points — which would leave him just shy of the 50-point plateau. 

The target: Alex Formenton scores 20 goals 

Why it would be significant: While he’s received a taste of action with the 
Senators in the past, this is really Formenton’s first full season in the 
NHL. If he could hit the 20-goal mark, it could really help set the 
parameters for his next contract — which he’s eligible for next season. 

What it would take to get there: Formenton would need to score 13 goals 
over the final 49 games (0.26 gpg) to reach the 20-goal mark. 

Why it could happen: Formenton is starting to gain confidence in the 
offensive zone and is capitalizing on some of those breakaway chances 
he generates with his world-class speed. He even earned himself 
another penalty shot opportunity on Thursday in Pittsburgh, although he 
came up short against Tristan Jarry. When you listen to D.J. Smith talk 
about Formenton recently, it sounds like he absolutely has a chance to 
solidify a top-six spot on this team. And on Thursday in Pittsburgh, he 
spent more than a minute on the second-unit power play, which is an 
indicator that his role is on the verge of expanding with this team. 

“You got to put these guys in situations to play,” Smith said of Formenton 
on Thursday morning. “He’s a great kid that I think is going to be a huge 
piece of this team going forward. To win, you’re going to need 
(Formenton) to get their 20 or 25 a year and kill penalties. And I think 
we’ve got ourselves a real good player in Alex Formenton.” If Formenton 
is also going to get a chance to get some power-play minutes in the over 
the next couple of months, it should only enhance his chances of 
reaching the 20-goal plateau. 

Why it might not: Formenton has been on the best offensive surge in 
recent weeks, with five goals in his past 13 games. It’s unrealistic for us 
to expect him to continue at this pace and if he cools off, getting to the 
20-goal mark might be a stretch. 

The target: Colin White plays 30 regular-season games 

Why it would be significant: White has been out of the lineup since 
suffering a shoulder injury in a preseason game back in October. He 
required a surgical procedure to fix the issue and his extended absence 
in the lineup has certainly cast some doubt into his role moving forward. 
Having White appear in 30 games in March and April can help the 
Senators get a better sense of where his game is at — and where he can 
potentially fit in next season. 

What it would take to get there: White would need to return to Ottawa’s 
lineup on Thursday, March 3 in Florida and play in every remaining 
Ottawa game in order to reach the 30-game mark. 

Why it could happen: Colin White has resumed skating, but we probably 
won’t get a really good sense of his potential return date until he returns 
to full-contact drills in practice. But earlier this month, Pierre Dorion 
indicated that White is targeting a return in early March — which could 
put him on track to play that March 3 game in Florida. 

Why it might not: Recovery time from shoulder surgery can range 
anywhere between four and six months, making it really hard to predict 
return dates for players too far in advance. If White’s recovery ends up 
closer to the six-month time frame, he may not return to Ottawa’s lineup 
until April — which may only give him 16 regular-season games. 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: How will the trade deadline look? 
Plus, Oilers and Flyers misery and Kent Hughes’ arrival 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Jan 21, 2022  
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The NHL trade deadline is two months from today and already we’re 
immersed in the usual trade talk, speculation, gossip, and rumor-
mongering. Isn’t it great? 

But here’s an important caveat to consider before we get too carried 
away. Spurred on by a question from a reader, Blake H, who wondered: 
Do you think this year’s trade deadline will be as busy as other years? 

My answer is a qualified yes — though it really depends upon how 
exactly you’d define a busy trade deadline. 

Does that simply mean more transactions than usual? 

Or more impact trades than usual? 

It genuinely is two different things and I would start by noting that every 
NHL trade deadline tends to be unique in its own way. Sometimes, it 
evolves into a seller’s market; sometimes, into a buyer’s market. 

Last year was a classic example of the former. 

The sellers did extraordinarily well (take a bow Jarmo Kekalainen of the 
Blue Jackets for extracting first-round picks in exchange for rentals David 
Savard and Nick Foligno). That’s what can happen when the supply of 
available players is small, it drives the price up. It’s basic economic 
theory. 

But this year looks far different and it may be more like the 2014 deadline 
when, for example, the Kings gave up only second and third-round picks 
for a rental that ultimately ended up leading the NHL playoffs in goal 
scoring (Marian Gaborik). Columbus even ate some of the Gaborik 
contract to make the deal happen. 

The primary reason I believe there’ll be a greater supply of available 
players at the 2022 deadline is simply the state of the current NHL 
standings. 

We are not even at midseason and the playoff race in the Eastern 
Conference looks over. The East is divided neatly into a top eight and a 
bottom eight. Unless the Islanders can make a big surge in the next little 
while, with all those games in hand, you figure to have eight definite 
sellers in the East (seven for sure) and at least two or three more in the 
West (Seattle, Arizona, and probably Chicago). 

Last year, because there were only a handful of intriguing UFA 
defensemen available as rentals, the resulting prices seemed mind-
bogglingly steep. Nowadays, you hear speculation that if Savard fetched 
a first last year, then why shouldn’t Colin Miller (Buffalo) do the same this 
year? 

And the answer, I suspect, is because I don’t see the market evolving the 
same way this year. This year, I count up to 20 possible UFA 
defensemen who could be on the move — maybe even more. 

Obviously, some players are better than others and will return more value 
as a result. But if you’re a team shopping for a depth defenseman at the 
deadline, there’ll be a lot of available options. If one team’s price is too 
high, then someone else’s demand might be more moderate and those 
will be the players that ultimately get moved. I can see a few negotiations 
going right down to the wire and more than a few falling apart at the end 
because some GM somewhere got obstinate, wouldn’t budge off his 
price, and will end up getting nothing in return for a pending UFA. 

Misery in Edmonton and Philly 

Where is life more miserable for hockey fans today — Philadelphia or 
Edmonton? 

The Flyers have managed to put together two 10-game losing streaks 
within the same season, and they aren’t even at the midpoint. 

The Oilers shot out of the starting gate this season, with a 16-5-0 record, 
only to manage a 2-11-2 record since then to slip from the top of the 
Pacific Division standings, right out of the playoff picture. 

I don’t trust my memory on these things anymore, so I double-checked 
the standings on Dec. 1 — and yes, in that 52-day span, Edmonton 
managed exactly six points in 15 games played. Meanwhile, the 
Avalanche went 16-1-2, for 34 points. 

That point in time was actually pretty easy to remember for Colorado 
because their season bottomed out with an 8-3 loss to the Maple Leafs, a 
night when Jonas Johansson was playing goal for the Avs (not very well) 
and Nathan MacKinnon returned to the lineup after missing time with an 
injury. 

That same night, Edmonton defeated Pittsburgh 5-2 behind a four-point 
outing from Connor McDavid, who in the post-game press conference, 
uttered the following statement: “We kind of held on there for the first 40. 
Mikko did a great job as usual … We capitalized on our chances and we 
got some timely saves.” 

Considering everything that’s happened in Edmonton in just under two 
months, just digest that McDavid comment for a second or two. Someone 
actually praising an Oilers’ goaltender and in such an off-handed manner. 

In 52 days, the Avalanche have righted everything that was wrong with 
their ship and in Edmonton, no one has said anything nice about Mikko 
Koskinen in quite some time. 

To be fair, the Oilers were propped up by their stunningly successful 
power-play performance in the first two months of the season, which 
largely accounted for their plus-21 goal-differential at that point. 

When McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and their overall play with the man 
advantage came back to earth, the Oilers haven’t managed any 
consistent response (explaining a minus-27 goal-differential during this 
tough stretch). Thursday’s 6-0 loss to Florida was further proof that when 
things go wrong, they can completely go off the rails. 

Edmonton was the better team in the first period but couldn’t get anything 
past Sergei Bobrovsky in the Panthers’ goal and then when Florida 
started to inch ahead, the Oilers had no response. 

Afterward, coach Dave Tippett said they needed a break, a bounce. 
Duncan Keith said they needed to keep pushing. Darnell Nurse 
suggested it is time for the leaders to lead because it’s easy to be a rah-
rah force at 16-5, much harder during the current hard times. 

All true. And something Koskinen said a couple of weeks back when he 
got tossed under the bus — about how, as a goalie, he can’t do anything 
about the team’s scoring slump — is also fair comment. 

But what starts a team back on the winning path is often a goalie that 
comes in and flat-out steals a win. Or keeps a team in a game they have 
no business being in, based on a glacially slow start. 

Which is what Bobrovsky did for the Panthers in the win Thursday night. 

Of course, a year ago, in Florida, the perception was that Bobrovsky was 
the problem, that Spencer Knight would be the solution and if the 
Panthers were to ever do anything in the playoffs, that would be the 
goalie pecking order. 

And it might in time. But not today. 

Bobrovsky, a two-time Vezina Trophy winner, is an eyepopping 20-3-3 
this season, with a 2.38 goals-against average and a .925 save 
percentage. Knight, by contrast, has a far more pedestrian stat line (7-5-
2, 3.51 GAA, .891 SP). 

This brings us back to another age-old question. Can anyone really, truly 
explain the voodoo of NHL goaltending? And if they can explain it, can 
they place a call to Oilers’ GM Ken Holland, who needs to inject some 
goaltending magic in his own squad. It won’t cure everything that ails the 
Oilers. But it’ll be a start. 

The path forward for the Flyers 

So, let’s start with a bit of positive news for the Flyers. Next up on their 
schedule is a Saturday matinee against the Sabres. 
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Buffalo is 2-6-2 in its last 10, and it’s the 41st game of the season for 
both clubs, which is the moment in time — the exact midpoint of their 
respective seasons — in which to do a bit of forensic accounting on 
what’s happened in the past and what is the path forward. 

It would take a 16-1-2 Colorado-like surge for either team to get back into 
the playoff picture and I think we can all agree that neither team has the 
personnel to get that done. 

So, then it’s a matter of looking at next-year issues: Probable trades at 
the deadline and having the courage to start playing younger players so 
that they can get their NHL feet wet with some meaningful time under 
their belts. 

It’s happening already with defenseman Cam York, who is playing on the 
second pair with Travis Sanheim and at some point, is probably going to 
settle in as their power-play quarterback. 

Hard to believe but the Flyers, like the Oilers, had a very respectable 
start (8-4-3) before the wheels fell off, which cost Alain Vigneault his job. 
Mike Yeo had a promising start, but that has evaporated in the mists of 
time as well. 

One of the most puzzling developments with the Flyers is what happened 
to Travis Konecny, who recently went 20 games without scoring a goal. 
This was a player linked, not that long ago, in trade rumors with Calgary 
and Johnny Gaudreau. The feeling was that the Flyers would attempt to 
lure Gaudreau to Philadelphia, the closest NHL team to his hometown, 
Salem, N.J. 

In the 2019-20 season, Konecny had 61 points in 66 games; Gaudreau 
had 58 points in 70 games. Close. This year? Konecny is at 22 points in 
38 games; Gaudreau almost double that in fewer games played (43 
points in 35) games. Calgary is desperately trying to get Gaudreau 
signed to an extension beyond this season while Philadelphia 
presumably is hoping he tests the market because nothing would help 
create a new sense of hope than by adding someone with Gaudreau’s 
dynamic skill set. 

Kadri goes to Vegas after all 

Nice to see an NHL All-Star Game controversy that involves players 
upset about who wasn’t selected to play in the game. 

Mostly, in the past few years, the controversies have gone the other way 
and involved players trying to find plausible excuses to dodge the 
exercise. Fans probably didn’t care, but the NHL — which sees the All-
Star Game as a marketing bonanza — was not pleased, and has been 
selectively suspending some of the recalcitrant stars for an actual 
meaningful regular-season game, on the grounds that the only excuse for 
skipping out on All-Star activities is an injury. 

So MacKinnon spoke out once the original rosters were unveiled, about 
the lunacy of leaving Nazem Kadri off the team when Kadri was a top-five 
NHL scorer and the glue that kept the Avalanche team moving forward in 
their first month struggles, after every member of the top line missed 
games because of injury, suspension or COVID-19 protocols. 

MacKinnon used the term “silly” — which is kinder than I’d be — about 
the Kadri snub and his point was irrefutable: If it’s an All-Star Game, 
make it an actual All-Star Game. Instead of the current approach, which 
is to choose a player from every NHL team, to make it more 
representative. 

The rationale, for the current approach, is to get fans in every market to 
tune in, which they might not if the team they support didn’t have a 
representative in the game. Maybe that’s true. 

But, so what? In a 32-team league, with only 44 players involved — 11 
on each team in the four divisions — you’re leaving off too many 
deserving players and rewarding others for being the best player on a 
bad team. 

The other thing they should decide is if qualifying for the All-Star Game is 
a reward for strong play this year or for career achievements, or for 
something in between. 

I remember a controversy once, way back, when Terry Crisp was 
coaching the Western Conference All-Stars. In those days, coaches had 
a voice in the selection process. Crisp chose Joey Mullen from his own 
Flames’ team, even though Mullen was off to just a so-so start that year. 

But Crisp justified it by saying his evaluation took into account all the 
hockey that had been played in a calendar year — from the last All-Star 
Game to the upcoming All-Star Game — and on that basis, Mullen 
qualified easily. Naturally, that created the usual backlash, though I 
thought Crisp had hit upon an inspired way of rewarding one of his own 
players and rationalizing the decision in a logical manner. 

It certainly made more sense than some of the other regrettable methods 
the league has had in the past of choosing all-stars. 

Which brings me to one of the things I do like about the current system: 
The idea that fan voting is now restricted to the team captains and the 
“last-man in” which allows fans a chance to correct at least one of the 
wrongs that NHL hockey ops foisted upon us. 

That’s actually progressive and this year, the fans didn’t disappoint. The 
fans did get Kadri in and they got Troy Terry in from Anaheim. When 
Mika Zibanejad had to drop out of the game for personal reasons, the 
second choice in the fan voting — Jake Guentzel — absolutely deserved 
to be there, based on his production for the Penguins. 

The other genuine positive is that for the first time in a long time, it looks 
as if a majority of the players actually do want to attend an All-Star 
Game. 

You’d have to think two factors might be at work here. 

One is the location. Vegas, which in the first week of February, is going 
to seem like an attractive destination for any player’s family tired of the 
relentlessness of winter. And two, the need for everyone to get out and 
about again, after being locked down for close to two years now by 
COVID-19, something that makes a road trip to Vegas seem even more 
appealing than usual. 

Kent Hughes arrives 

Back when Jeff Gorton first arrived in Montreal as the new president of 
hockey operations, he said his search for the next Canadiens GM would 
cast a wide net, and in the end, he intended to hire someone who would 
complement (and supplement) his own skills and experience, maybe 
even a player agent. 

It wasn’t the first time a prominent player agent had been linked to a 
possible GM’s job in Montreal. For years, Pat Brisson’s name had been 
circulated as a potential candidate in both Montreal and Pittsburgh. But 
the fact that Gorton’s little bit of foreshadowing hardly caused a ripple 
shows how much things have changed over the years when it comes to 
the possibility of an agent landing a position in an NHL front office. 

Pierre Lacroix was arguably the most successful ex-agent to land a GM’s 
job — he won two Stanley Cups in Colorado as GM after replacing the 
architect of that team, Pierre Page. Mike Gillis started out as an agent, as 
did Brian Burke. Even Chuck Fletcher, in Philadelphia, began his 
apprenticeship working for Newport Sports out of Toronto, at the very 
beginning of his career. 

Currently, the interim GM in Anaheim is Jeff Solomon, who had a long 
career as an agent before transitioning to front-office duties with the 
Kings. Of recent note, Bill Zito — who is probably the frontrunner for the 
2022 NHL GM of the Year award — was an agent, before his front-office 
transition in Columbus. 

So, this isn’t exactly a new path forward anymore, though I was reminded 
in a great conversation I had recently with David Schatia, about how 
times have changed for player agents. 
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Schatia was one of the first hockey player agents — prominent in the 
1970s, with a client list that included Larry Robinson and Denis Potvin — 
and he was a mentor to a number of other agents, including Octagon’s 
outspoken Allan Walsh. Schatia got his start representing players from 
the CFL’s Montreal Alouettes and ultimately ended up with a client list 
that included both professional hockey and baseball players. 

Things were a lot different when he first got into the business in the 
1970s. 

“Not everybody wanted an agent,” said Schatia. “Not everybody trusted 
an agent. There were some people, like Bob Woolf, who’d established a 
track record and a reputation. But that was the beginning of the time 
when players realized they might need someone with professional and 
business experience to negotiate on their behalf and guide you through 
what was potentially a complicated situation. 

“I remember I represented Fergie Jenkins in his career. I noticed one 
time he was having trouble in his negotiations. And when I walked in the 
door of the Chicago Cubs and I said, ‘I’m here to represent Fergie 
Jenkins.’ And the guy said, ‘We don’t deal with agents. Would you kindly 
close the door from the outside and get the hell out of my office?’” 

According to Schatia, that was his introduction to negotiating contracts 
with an MLB GM and illustrates how things have come full circle in half a 
century. Where once agents could get tossed out of executive suites, 
now there’s a decent chance the executive sitting behind the desk came 
from an agency background. 

With the Canadiens, it isn’t going to be easy executing a turnaround. 
Hughes and Gorton clearly have a job ahead of them. But on paper, the 
pair look like a good match. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Hey everyone, look how wrong we 
were! 

 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn Jan 21, 2022 

 

Don’t ever say we here at Power Rankings HQ never got you anything. 
Instead of focusing on a pretty boring week of January hockey, it’s time 
to go back and revisit stuff we got right — and wrong. 

At the start of the season, we made one “bold prediction” — some bolder 
than others — about each team. There’s no better time than the present 
for a progress report, graded on a 1-10 scale of … correctitude. Is that a 
word? It seems like it’s a word. 

Anyway, were we uniformly correct? Heavens no. Was our hit rate 
relatively good? That’s up to you folks to decide and, potentially, get mad 
about. Don’t let us down. The comments are at the bottom. Just FYI. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 27-8-3 

Last Week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean’s bold prediction: Cale Makar leads the Avs in scoring. 

Dom: 8/10. Makar is fifth and down by 14 points, but I’m going to give 
you high marks for the idea behind it which is that Makar would be really 
freaking good. Good enough to even be in the conversation and while 
he’s off by a bit for the point scoring crown, the goal-scoring crown was 

surprisingly within reach for much of the first half. Makar is second on the 
team with 16 goals which still feels like an absurd sentence to type. 

Sean: I really want to say that I believe Makar can catch Mikko Rantanen 
for the goals lead, but … yeah, not going to happen unless Rantanen 
gets hurt. That’s fine, though. I’ll take the conceptual win here. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 27-9-5 

Last Week: 2 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean’s bold prediction: Steven Stamkos makes a push for Team 
Canada. 

Dom: 9.5/10. We will never know if he actually would’ve made it, so 
minus half a point for that, but it sure looked like he would be on the 
team. Stamkos was a bit of an afterthought to start the season and I 
remember when we did our player tiers project everyone said “no, no, 
that’s too high.” Me, you, Corey, everyone inside the game we talked to 
all agreed that Stamkos wasn’t the same guy he once was. Stamkos had 
other plans, scoring 48 points in his first 40 games. 

Sean: That felt like at least partially wishful thinking. I was anticipating 
him to have a borderline case, not make himself a slam dunk. He’s on 
pace for 100 points, basically. Was not ready for that. It’s been fun to 
watch. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Record: 27-8-5 

Last Week: 3 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom’s bold prediction: Sergei Bobrovsky is a Vezina finalist. 

Sean: 7/10. That’s the score, like, today. On Thursday night. It rises and 
falls on a nightly basis — that’s life with Sergei Bobrovsky. But I definitely 
think you’re closer to being right than wrong. He’s sixth in save 
percentage (.921) and goals saved above expected (10.62), and he plays 
for a wagon. Those are both trophy-finalist qualities. Today, Igor 
Shesterkin and Frederik Andersen are locks, but the third spot is up for 
grabs. It’s easy to imagine Bob beating out guys like Juuse Saros, Jack 
Campbell and Tristan Jarry. It’s also important to note that, even if he 
doesn’t, he’s been good — and that is something you believed in and I 
did not. 

Dom: Edmonton outshot Florida 17-7 in the first period Thursday night 
and it was Bobrovsky standing on his head to keep it a scoreless game. 
The team took care of business the rest of the way in a 5-0 win, but his 
start to the game set the tone. Bobrovsky saved 3.9 goals above 
expected in the shutout win. He’ll have some off nights to likely keep him 
off the ballot, but a lot more nights like that one compared to the past two 
seasons. It’s a big reason Florida has become one of the league’s best 
teams. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 26-8-2 

Last Week: 5 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean’s bold prediction: Tony DeAngelo goes a full season without doing 
anything antisocial or bizarre. 
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Dom: 7.5/10. All I can recall from the first half was a few game 
misconducts here and there, but nothing too brazen. At the same time, 
his career kind of depended on keeping his head down and being the 
opposite of himself so I can’t give too many points for a layup. 

Sean: When your impulse control is as bad as that dude’s had been, 
nothing like that is a layup. I didn’t even believe this one. I did it for the 
joke. Thanks Tony D! 

Bryan Rust (Charles LeClaire / USA TODAY) 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 24-10-5 

Last Week: 6 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean’s bold prediction: Bryan Rust makes the U.S Olympic team. 

Dom: 8/10. We just started and you’ve been on quite a roll here so far. 
The last time we did our mock Olympic rosters we couldn’t find room for 
Rust, but he caught fire almost immediately after. Team USA is deep at 
wing, but it feels like they could’ve found some room for a strong utility 
forward that has 20 points in 16 games this year. 

Sean: Appreciate the generosity here, brother. I love Rust as a player but 
the wing depth chart got real crowded, real quick, and Rust was hurt for a 
good bit of the early going. Maybe Mike Sullivan would’ve pushed it 
through. We’ll never know, and that sucks. 

Dom: After seeing all our marks, it is clear what kind of teachers both of 
us would be. We need an independent auditor here. 

Sean: That’s what the commenters are for, baby! 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 22-8-2 

Last Week: 4 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom’s bold prediction: The Leafs either lose in the Cup final or are swept 
by Ottawa in Round 1. 

Sean: 4/10. The sentiment is correct; Toronto is cruising for some 
previously unachieved level of horse shit. They’re not gonna lose to 
Ottawa, though, and the Eastern Conference is probably a little stronger 
than we thought. Low score, but those are the dangers of a two-pronged 
pick. 

Dom: Considering the strength of the Atlantic, losing in the Cup final still 
feels hilarious. Imagine Toronto beating Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina 
en route to meet some random Cinderella team from the West. Then 
lose. High comedy. 

Sean: Oh, I can imagine that. I can imagine it real good. 

7. Boston Bruins 

Record: 23-12-2 

Last Week: 8 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom’s bold prediction: Charlie McAvoy wins the Norris Trophy. 

Sean: 1/10. This is not a knock on McAvoy. The logic behind it was good 
— he’s going to get more power play time and he’s great to begin with — 
and he hasn’t disappointed. Not particularly, at least. But he ain’t winning 

the Norris. It’s going to Makar unless he gets hurt, and the line behind 
him is too crowded for McAvoy to break through. 

Dom: Victor Hedman has been amazing, Adam Fox and Roman Josi too. 
McAvoy is getting the points necessary to make some ballots — and 
scored an incredible game-winner on Thursday night — but this one is 
probably over. 

Sean: Artem Zub deserves to be in the conversation, but that’s another 
topic. 

8. New York Rangers 

Record: 26-10-4 

Last Week: 11 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom’s bold prediction: No Ranger fights Tom Wilson. 

Sean: 8/10. Ooh, buddy, we’re almost there. There’s one Rangers-Caps 
game left on the schedule, and it feels like the Panarin retribution card 
would’ve already been played regardless. We’ve got to account for the 
possibility, though, that this is part of the plan. It’s also possible that 
Wilson does something freshly ridiculous in the first period and starts the 
cycle anew. I was tempted to give you a 10 here, though. Now say 
something about the Rangers’ on-ice product, because people are tired 
of us bringing this up. 

Dom: I think they’re a paper tiger. Oh, wait. That’s not what their fans 
want us to say. Umm. Oooooo look at that record: fifth-best in the league. 
So shiny and sparkly and nice. Definitely solid gold right there and not a 
rock wrapped in foil. 

Sean: 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 24-15-2 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean’s bold prediction: Alex Pietrangelo is a Norris Trophy finalist. 

Dom: 2/10. Oof, that rough start did Pietrangelo absolutely zero favors. 
Pietrangelo has been one of the team’s weakest defenders at five-on-five 
and is playing nowhere near Norris caliber hockey. Part of that might just 
be the context of the situation with Vegas dealing with so many injuries, 
but this one still doesn’t look great! 

Sean: It’s over. Give me a zero here. 

Dom: You’re right, but I do not give zeroes. 1/10 

Sean: Wait, I just found my actual prediction — it was that they’d get 
Jack Eichel for Alex Tuch, Peyton Krebs and some picks. A-plus! 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 25-14-3 

Last Week: 14 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean’s bold prediction: The Wild are a top-five scoring team. 

Dom: 9/10. As I recall, this one felt like cheating because the Wild were 
already a top 10 scoring team last season. But I still have to give lots of 
credit here because the Wild trail only Colorado and Florida on the 
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season, ranking third in goals-per-game at 3.66, a 0.45-goal 
improvement from last season. 

Sean: I said it then, and I’ll say it now — predicting consecutive high-
scoring seasons for the Wild’s took more guts than any of these. Thank 
you, Ryan Hartman! 

Dom: Spoken like someone who didn’t watch all 56 electrifying Wild 
games last season. 

Alex Ovechkin (Brian Fluharty / USA TODAY) 

11. Washington Capitals 

Record: 22-10-9 

Last Week: 10 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom’s bold prediction: “Washington finally falls apart and misses the 
playoffs. By a lot.” 

Dom: Oh no. 

Sean: 1/10. We both knew this was a major risk right off the gate, yeah? I 
felt like a coward for saying, essentially, that I’m not going to pick a 
breakdown by the Penguins or Caps until it actually happens. 
Sometimes, though, cowardice is the wise move. I’m allowing for the 
possibility because of how many games are left — and the fact that the 
Caps’ goalie situation needs to be addressed — but … yeah, not looking 
good. 

Dom: I guess I didn’t predict that Alex Ovechkin, at age 36, would find a 
magical youth elixir to put up one of his best seasons ever. Where is this 
team if Ovechkin continued on his trajectory from last season? 

Sean: It doesn’t matter. This is going to continue forever. 

Dom: True. If it wasn’t Ovechkin, it would’ve been Ilya Samsonov turning 
into a Vezina candidate. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 23-11-5 

Last Week: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom’s bold prediction: “The Blues become a profitable team to bet on 
and I stop saying how much I hate them in every power rankings.” 

Sean: 5/10. We both made money fading Ville Husso while we could — 
he is now, in fact, good — and I’m preeeetty sure you’ve been better 
about picking your spots with the Blues in general. We know what they 
are, for the time being. But also, let’s be real, the damage is done. You’re 
addicted to ripping on them for one reason or another. It’s not going to 
stop. 

Dom: You would be wrong. They are my fifth worst betting team – though 
this year it’s because I’m betting against them a lot, rather than on them. 
That is partially because Husso is indeed Actually Good. Give me 
another 1 for this one, to be honest. 

Sean: I’m sorry for not accurately tracking your gambling  hobby . 
That’s what I meant, for the record. I assumed you were making money 
off them in one way or another. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Record: 25-14-3 

Last Week: 9 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean’s bold prediction: The Preds are bad enough for David Poile to 
finally sell off some good players. 

Dom: 1/10 

Oop. 

Sean: Tough to be more wrong than this. I ignored the Preds until a few 
weeks ago, as is my custom. And honestly, I’m glad to be wrong. We 
need more teams who are a) selling out to be contenders and b) actually 
succeeding, in one way or another. 

14. Calgary Flames 

Record:18-11-6 

Last Week: 13 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom’s bold prediction: Johnny Gaudreau scores over 100 points. 

Sean: 6/10. I remember this one. My stance was basically, “He’s still 
really good, but 100 points is a lot.” Both are true … but with 43 points in 
35 games, he’s juuuust barely on pace to do it, and the way he’s gotten 
there has been pretty damn impressive. 

Dom: I can’t believe all I get is a 6 for this one. 

Sean: You’re a Flames hater, bro. That’s all you deserve. 

Dom: Look at me believing in Gaudreau more than anyone before the 
season started. That deserves a 9. 

Drew Doughty and Dustin Brown (Gary A. Vasquez / USA TODAY) 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 20-16-5 

Last Week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom’s bold prediction: The Kings finish last in the Pacific and win the 
draft lottery. 

Sean: 0/10. I’m not sold on the Kings as a contender to win anything 
important, but they started Thursday at third in the Pacific in points 
percentage and 19 points ahead of Seattle. It’s not going to happen. 
That’s a shame, too, because for as mediocre as that division is, the 
Kraken are the outlier. Throw in the fact that, on top of a nearly 
impossible plummet to the basement, they’d also need to win a draft 
lottery? Nope. Nope nope nope. 

Dom: Yep. I didn’t think the timeline added up, but Drew Doughty started 
to actually give a shit and turn back the clocks towards being an elite 
defenceman again. Good for him and good for the Kings. 

Sean: Wildest headline I saw from you all season was for 16 Stats this 
week. Dom — big Drew Doughty guy! Loves him! 

Dom: I give credit where credit is due! Even if I was the primary reason 
he was getting the opposite of credit for the three years before that. 

Sean: “The primary reason.” Look at the ego on this one. 

16. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 18-18-3 

Last Week: 19 
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Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Sean’s bold prediction: “Elias Pettersson has a 100-point season and 
starts his three-year march toward being the highest-paid player in the 
history of the sport.” 

Dom: 1/10. This one felt like a good one before the season started. 
Pettersson had incredible breakout potential, especially with the team’s 
forward depth being bolstered during the offseason. He’s started to come 
around over the last week, but the fact he’s not even on pace for half of 
that makes this one a big miss. 

Sean: You can give it a zero, that’s fine. The funny part of this is how 
immediately it was wrong. 

Dom: I didn’t give out any zeroes, partly because of this TikTok sound. 

17. Dallas Stars 

Record: 19-16-2 

Last Week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean’s bold prediction: Roope Hintz doesn’t miss a single game. 

Dom: 6/10. Roope Hintz has missed just two games so far, which is 
basically like not missing any games for Hintz. You had to go bold as 
“Hintz plays 79 games” isn’t very exciting, so partial credit here. 

Sean: Lord help me, I miss “Roope Hintz, game time decision.” I wish I’d 
have more firmly believed that Tyler Seguin was flying off a cliff, but here 
we are. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 17-13-6 

Last Week: 18 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean’s bold prediction: Nikolaj Ehlers ends up on the top power play has 
a 90-point season. 

Dom: 3/10 

This one was wishful thinking for both of us as we are big Ehlers guys. 
Ehlers has played 42 percent of Winnipeg’s power play time and is on 
pace for 60 points. 

Sean: Would there have been a more courageous prediction than “Paul 
Maurice quits on his own accord before the new year?” It’s the most 
interesting thing to happen in Winnipeg by a factor of 100. Everything 
else has gone according to plan. 

19. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 18-16-2 

Last Week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom’s bold prediction: The Oilers win the Pacific Division and make the 
Western Conference finals, and Connor McDavid scores over 150 points. 

Sean: 2/10 Think about how much more likely this would’ve seemed a 
few weeks ago. The issue is that the way things have gone since that — 
a full-system failure involving a Mike Smith injury and a media war — 

were also just as likely. That’s what actually happened. I’ll account for the 
possibility, I guess, but that’s because we’re friends. 

Dom: The thing about my prediction was it needed the second part for 
the first part to even have a shot. For a while, that looked to be the case. 
But McDavid has been incredibly unlucky at five-on-five by his standards 
and the rest of the team just plain isn’t good enough. 

Sean: Meanwhile, what’s been up with Leon Draisaitl? Feels like we 
haven’t heard anything about him lately. 

Dom: He’s pissing away any hope of a second Hart Trophy with how 
quiet he’s been. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 13-13-6 

Last Week: 22 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom’s bold prediction: The Islanders have a 112-point regular season 
then are eliminated in five games or less. 

Sean: 1/10. If the Islanders win the rest of their games — all 50 — they’ll 
have 132 points. Your last projections had them at 88 points and a nine 
percent chance at making the playoffs … so I’ll round up. 

Dom: This was actually just a jinx so the Islanders would go away — so 
I’ll give myself a 10 for this one. 

Sean: In a way, they have been eliminated in less than five games. Mark 
it 10. 

Tomas Hertl (Joe Nicholson / USA TODAY) 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 21-18-2 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom’s bold prediction: “The Sharks are in a playoff spot halfway through 
the season thanks to a miraculous career resurgence from Erik Karlsson, 
Brent Burns and Marc-Edouard Vlasic. They end up missing the playoffs 
by only a few points.” 

Sean: 7/10. You were close to nailing this one. The Sharks are at their 
halfway point. They’re in the playoffs on points, but not points 
percentage. They’re not a smart bet to ultimately make it, but whatever. I 
think they qualify. Karlsson prediction? Check. Burns prediction? 
Basically check. Vlasic. Nope, but on balance, you did more good than 
bad with this one. 

Dom: And yet, only a 7. Tough crowd. 

Sean: C’s get degrees. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 19-16-7 

Last Week: 20 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom’s bold prediction: “The Ducks aren’t unequivocally the league’s 
most boring team and Sean starts fighting for the honor of writing the 
Ducks blurb every week.” 
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Sean: 8/10. Nobody — not you, not me — can call a team with Trevor 
Zegras and Troy “Brett Hull” Terry on it boring in general, let alone the 
most boring in the league. Now, am I fighting for the honor to write their 
blurbs? Of course not. Then again, I’m not fighting for that regarding 
anyone. I’m not fighting to do shit. 

Dom: I shouldn’t have bet on your motivation to do work being high, 
that’s my bad. 

Sean: 

23. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 15-18-6 

Last Week: 25 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom’s bold prediction: Seth Jones is either “Norris-calibre or utterly 
horrific.” 

Sean: 2/10. Nope. He’s been fine. Impressively, we both blew this one. I 
said he’d be “exactly good/bad enough to make both sides calm down.” 
That’s never going to happen, either. Thanks Seth! 

Dom: He started out terrible, so that’s something. And he’s been pretty 
damn good since Jeremy Colliton got fired, so that’s close. But on the 
whole, he looks like, well, what he usually is: a fringe number one. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 18-17-5 

Last Week: 23 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean’s bold prediction: Detroit wins the draft lottery. 

Dom: 4/10. There’s still a chance here, but with the 12th best odds at the 
moment it’s definitely unlikely. 

Sean: Just give them time. I’m going for the unreachable star — a Wings 
lottery win. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 13-19-8 

Last Week: 24 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean’s bold prediction: Alain Vigneault is the first coach fired. 

Dom: 7.5/10. Not bad —Vigneault was fired early, but Jeremy Colliton 
beat him by a full month. 

Sean: Fun fact — when we were going through these before we started 
to write, I thought I was correct. Completely forgot that Jeremy Colliton 
existed. 

Dom: Fun fact — Sean was blasting this all day. Big Taylor Swift guy. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 18-18-1 

Last Week: 26 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 26 

Sean’s bold prediction: Cole Sillinger makes the team and plays well. 

Dom: 7/10. Sillinger indeed made the team, but I’m not sure how to grade 
“plays well.” For a rookie? Sure, not bad at all. But I don’t think he’s been 
that impactful. 

Sean: He’s a Blue Jackets forward. Of course, he hasn’t been. 

Jack Hughes (Ed Mulholland / USA TODAY) 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 14-19-5 

Last Week: 27 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom’s bold prediction: Jack Hughes scores at a 90-point pace but the 
Devils miss the playoffs. 

Sean: 9/10. Hughes is at an 82-point pace and trending upward, and the 
Devils are sure as hell missing the playoffs. You worded this correctly 
because you accounted for injury. Love it. I don’t love that Hughes was 
hurt, but I love seeing my boy get stuff right. 

Dom: This one did feel like a lay-up, but I’m sure many figured if the 
Devils got that Hughes breakout then the playoffs had to be pretty likely. 
Apparently not as for the third year in a row the offseason champions are 
just as bad as they always are. 

28. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 12-23-4 

Last Week: 29 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom’s bold prediction: Seattle beats Vegas in the first round of the 
playoffs and Jared McCann has a 70-point season. 

Sean: 3/10, I’m being generous because you were right about McCann 
being good, but he’s off that pace, and your overall thesis — that the 
Kraken would be not-terrible — was dead in the water. 

Dom: I should’ve been much more cognizant of the Dave Hakstol effect. 

29. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 11-20-2 

Last Week: 28 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 31 

Sean’s bold prediction: Matt Murray is “average-ish,” with a .912 save 
percentage. 

Dom: 2/10 

I gave you an extra point because you didn’t specify which league. 
Murray has a .918 in the AHL this year, so that’s something! The .892 in 
the NHL though… not so great. 

Sean: Sentiment has no place here. He just had a couple good starts in a 
row! Maybe! 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 12-21-7 

Last Week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 
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Sean’s bold prediction: People will stop roasting John Vogl’s lineup 
tweets by the start of November. 

Dom: 8/10. I have stopped paying much attention to the Sabres lineup 
tweets so that might be part of why this feels accurate. The other part is 
that the lineup roasting was mostly transferred to the Coyotes who would 
routinely tweet out that Jay Beagle was their first-line centre. 

Sean: You know what’s funny? Jeff Skinner has been good. Don Granato 
seems like he might be a wizard with that sort of stuff. As in, “rebuilding 
confidence that was shattered by lesser coaches.” 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 10-24-4 

Last Week: 31 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom’s bold prediction: “I end up watching upwards of five Coyotes 
games this season despite Arizona icing one of the most desolate rosters 
in recent memory.” 

Sean: 5/10 Now, is this true? Sure. Dom’s on a heater with the Coyotes. 
He’s at five games with them in the last couple of weeks alone. It wasn’t 
a brave prediction, though. There are personal factors at play, and he 
knew damn well he’d watch the Coyotes a handful of times regardless of 
how bad they’d be. 

Dom: For the record, those personal factors had nothing to do with me 
watching five Coyotes games over the last week. That was because they 
were my favorite team for said week, that team being Team Money. 
That’s why I gave them a generous ranking this week. Wins against 
Toronto, Montreal and New Jersey plus a game where they kept it within 
one against Colorado? Thanks for the money, Arizona. 

Cole Caufield (Sam Navarro / USA TODAY) 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 8-25-6 

Last Week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Sean’s bold prediction: Cole Caufield scores 40 goals. 

Dom: -5/10. Oh boy. This one hurts because we were all very excited 
about our short goal-scoring king, but Caufield’s rookie season has been 
a horror show. He has one goal in 29 games. ONE. Imagine going back 
in time and running a poll asking which was more likely for Caufield: 40 
goals or one in 29. “Is this a real poll?” would’ve likely been the most 
common response. I still can’t believe how bad he’s been. 

As for the minus-five rating, that’s not a shot at Sean who was rightfully 
optimistic — it’s a representation of how bad Caufield’s finishing has 
been. He has one goal, but has six expected goals: aka, minus-five goals 
above expected. 

Sean: I felt like it’d be lazy to make the prediction revolve around the 
Habs being mediocre-to-bad because that’s what any right-thinking 
person was saying. How foolish of me. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After five long years out of NHL, Canucks' Martin makes 
storybook return 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetJanuary 22, 2022, 2:22 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- With a depleted lineup to match the 50-per-cent seating 
capacity limit at Rogers Arena, the Vancouver Canucks conjured one of 
their most surprising performances yet under newish coach Bruce 
Boudreau. 

They lost. 

But they took a point from the powerful Florida Panthers despite missing 
five key players in COVID-19 protocol and giving goalie Spencer Martin 
his first National Hockey League start in five years. 

The 26-year-old journeyman, elevated from minor-league goalie to NHL 
starter by positive COVID tests to Canuck star Thatcher Demko and 
backup Jaroslav Halak, stopped 33 of 34 shots Friday against the 
league’s highest-scoring team before losing 2-1 in a shootout in 
Vancouver’s first home game since Dec. 14. 

“Just to know how hard it is to get to this level, the experiences that it 
takes to get opportunities,” Martin said after the game. “It's hard to put 
(into words)… but it felt incredible to get the opportunity.” 

“I love when American League players -- and I played there for a while -- 
get opportunities and show what they can do,” Boudreau said. “A lot of 
times, there's a lot of good players and they get overlooked. . . and 
they're really good players. And so, for Spencer to come in and play a 
game like that against the highest-scoring team in the league, I thought it 
was really impressive. 

“You're playing a really great team and you're missing a lot of your better 
players. But everybody stepped up to the plate. Some of the guys played 
more minutes, I'm sure, than they've ever played at the NHL level before 
and they played good. When you lose, you lose. But when you get a 
point out of something like that, that's a really good point.” 

Canucks Hour 

Jamie Dodd and Thomas Drance dive deep on the issues that matter for 
any die-hard Canucks fan, bringing comprehensive coverage and 
exclusive interviews. 

Beaten 5-2 in Florida last week with a much stronger lineup than was 
available to the Canucks on Friday -- top forwards J.T. Miller, Bo Horvat 
and Conor Garland are also in COVID protocol -- Vancouver led for 
nearly half the game after Tanner Pearson deflected a shot in off 
teammate Alex Chiasson for a power-play goal at 16:18 of the first 
period. 

Sam Reinhart tied it for the Panthers at 1:41 of the third period, and 
Aleksander Barkov won it for Florida in the shootout with a one-handed 
backhand finish on Martin, who made several strong saves late in third 
period to ensure the Canucks got their point. 

“He was awesome,” veteran defenceman Tyler Myers said. “He made it 
look like he was playing with a ton of confidence. I thought he had an 
unbelievable game for us, stepped up for us. To see a story like that is 
pretty cool.” 

It’s a story about perseverance and belief, hope and second chances. 
This is why we love sports. 

The last of Martin’s only three previous NHL appearances was Feb. 1, 
2017 with the Colorado Avalanche. Friday was the five-year anniversary 
of what could have been the start of Martin’s NHL career, as the former 
third-round pick made 27 saves in his Avalanche debut during a 3-2 
overtime loss to the San Jose Sharks. 

But there has been a lot of NHL disappointment and minor-league games 
since then. Martin has played on six different minor-league teams, two of 
them in the ECHL. 
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He probably learned something about winning as a taxi-squad goalie for 
the Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning last season. But when 
the Lightning gave Martin to the Canucks last summer -- there won’t be 
any “future considerations” in the trade -- the goalie from Oakville, Ont., 
went to the back of the line in Vancouver and started this season fifth on 
the organizational depth chart. He was the third-string goalie on the 
Canucks’ minor-league team in Abbotsford, B.C. 

Twenty pounds lighter than he was a couple of years ago, Martin 
embraced instruction from Canucks goalie guru Ian Clark and minor-
league goaltending coach Curtis Sanford, and forced his way into the 
crease, taking starts from younger Canuck prospects Michael DiPietro 
and Arturs Silovs. 

He posted a .921 save percentage in seven games in the American 
Hockey League before the Canucks elevated him to their taxi squad for 
the five-game U.S. road trip that started Jan. 11. So Martin was 
figuratively right in front of Boudreau when Demko followed Halak into 
COVID protocol on Thursday. 

The Canucks are 10-3-2 since Boudreau took over as coach on Dec. 5. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Martin stopped the first 19 shots he faced Friday until he was beaten on 
a broken play during a Florida power play early in the third period after 
Canuck Nils Hoglander took a needless tripping penalty behind the 
Panthers’ net. 

Vancouver penalty-killer Matthew Highmore blocked Anthony Duclair’s 
centring pass, but the ricochet caught Martin moving the wrong way and 
fell perfectly for Reinhart to tap-in for the tying goal. 

Now four games into his NHL career, Martin is still looking for his first 
win. But the point he earned for them Friday was as appreciated by his 
team as it was unexpected by everyone else. 

And he’ll get career start No. 5 Sunday against the St. Louis Blues. 
Another chance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / All eyes on Tippett, Koskinen, Holland with reeling Oilers 
in turmoil 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec, January 21, 2022, 5:41 PM 

 

EDMONTON -- The pressure is acute in Edmonton, and there is no place 
to hide. 

Go gas up the truck? Better go to a self-serve, or the pump jockey will 
want to know how that first goal snuck through your glove hand last night 
against Florida. 

Shovel the walks to get that mind off the game? Yeah, there’s no peace 
and quiet when the Girl Guides walk right past your house with a, “Sorry 
coach, no cookies for you.” 

Even the hockey kids on bottle drives don’t want Ken Holland’s empties. 
They’re hoping for more analytics driven bottles, and more cap conscious 
cans. 

The pressure is on three men here in Edmonton: head coach Dave 
Tippett, goaltender Mikko Koskinen, and the only guy who can really 
make significant change -- Holland, the Oilers' GM. 

Their seats are so hot they eat dinner standing up, the tension so high 
that even the family dog has asked for separate vacations. 

Remaining Time -0:50 

‘It’s unfair to blame one guy’ Foegele says Oilers won’t win by pointing 
fingers 

“It’s unfair,” observed winger Warren Foegele, a former Carolina 
Hurricane who is living through his first three-alarm blaze here in a 
Canadian hockey city. “We win as a team, we lose as a team. It’s unfair 
to just blame one guy. We’re all responsible, all six guys on the ice. 

“We’re a team, we’re here to win, and you just can’t be pointing fingers, 
saying, ‘It’s that guy’s fault.’ Or,. ‘It’s that guy’s fault.’ It doesn’t work like 
that. That’s not how you win.” 

We don’t see Tippett getting fired any time soon no matter what happens 
Saturday night when the Calgary Flames come to town, a Hockey Night 
in Canada game that folks will watch from coast to coast like 
rubberneckers on the Don Valley Parkway. Nobody can avert their eyes 
from a good wreck -- and that perfectly describes these Edmonton Oilers 
-- but that doesn’t mean Holland is going to fire a head coach in the 
middle of the season for the first time as a National Hockey League 
general manager. 

Why? Because it’s awfully hard to fire the head coach when his biggest 
problem is entirely the GM's fault. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

What a big victory on a big stage vs. Calgary would mean for Tippett and 
Oilers 

Tippett hasn’t had starting goalie Mike Smith for more than handful of 
healthy minutes this season. It was Holland who set his team off to sail 
with this Smith-Koskinen tandem back in October, two old goalies on a 
three-hour tour. He’s the one who took the chance that has blown up in 
the Oilers’ collective face. 

It’s hard even to watch poor Koskinen take the nets these days, as the 
oddsmakers make lines on who has less confidence in the six-foot-seven 
Finn. His teammates, or himself. 

What the Oilers truly need is a new face in goal, with backup Stuart 
Skinner very likely to remain in COVID protocol through the weekend and 
Smith’s return set for some time next week, maybe. Holland spent his 
Friday knocking on the Philadelphia Flyers’ door about Martin Jones, 
while simultaneously trying to free Braden Holtby up from the Dallas 
Stars. 

Neither is expected in time for the Flames game Saturday -- an evening 
that could become toxic if the hated provincial rivals roll into town and 
mistreat the Oilers the same way the Panthers did on Thursday. 

But the Oilers are looking at the HNIC game as an opportunity. Hey, what 
choice do they have? 

Hour 1: Will we see major changes in Edmonton? 

“When you’re not getting the results you want … to come out and win a 
big divisional game and start moving in the right direction, that’s what 
we’re trying to do,” said Tippett. “We had a hard week of practice, a good 
week of practice and a lot of that (Florida) game we were trying to do 
what we had been doing (in practice). It would have been nice to get 
rewarded for it, but we didn’t. In the end, we didn’t finish the game very 
well, so we have to come out tomorrow, regroup and go back at it. 

“Getting a win in your division is a good way to start, grab two points here 
and start moving in the right direction.” 

The issue for everyone here is the fact that Edmonton has the second-
best goalie on the ice every night. That will be true again Saturday, with 
Jacob Markstrom expected to start for Calgary. 
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But not to be forgotten is the second digit in the 6-0 score from that 
Panthers game. Edmonton’s once powerful offence has offence has 
stagnated, with some ugly numbers from the players they count on to 
score: 

• Connor McDavid has just a single assist in his past four games. 

• Leon Draisaitl has a goal and an assist in his last four games. 

• Jesse Puljujarvi has two assists in his past six games. 

• Zach Hyman, two assists in six games. He is in COVID protocol. 

• Ryan Nugent-Hopkins is out with a knee injury, after collecting just 1-2-
3 in his previous seven games. 

Those players need to be better for anything to change here, but it’s the 
Three Horsemen of the Oil Collapse who are the most nervous heading 
into the weekend. 

“When you hear the talk — and it’s hard not to hear it — you can’t help 
but feel responsible,” said fourth-line winger Colton Sceviour. “Is there 
something you can be doing in certain situations to try and help? I’m sure 
I’m not the only one who looks at themselves and tries to figure out if 
they can do something differently to help make everyone look better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Clark Gillies scored, fought, checked and set the tone for 
dynastic Islanders 

 

Paul D. Grant@RealPDGrantJanuary 21, 2022, 10:21 PM 

 

When you think of the dynastic New York Islanders of the 1980s, you 
likely think of the scoring wizardry of Mike Bossy, the playmaking 
prowess of Bryan Trottier, the puck-rushing brilliance of Denis Potvin, 
even the stick-swinging crease curmudgeonry of Billy Smith. 

But none of that dominance happens without Clark Gillies. 

The Islanders announced Gillies died on Friday. He was 67. No cause of 
death was revealed. 

The Islanders owned the NHL in the regular season in the mid-1970s, but 
had trouble closing the deal. Season after season, they would run 
roughshod over the competition, only to be pushed around and cast 
aside in the playoffs to provide another troubling and disappointing upset. 

By 1979-80, the clock was running down on the Islanders’ potential. 
Playoff ineptitude hung over the club as it entered the post-season. A 
first-round dismissal of the Los Angeles Kings raised barely a pulse. 
Been there, done that. 

The next opponent didn’t reassure fans that this would be their team’s 
year: the feared Boston Bruins, with their murderers’ row of pugilists in 
Stan Jonathan, Al Secord, Mike Milbury, John Wensink and, the biggest 
bruiser of them all, Terry O’Reilly. Few teams got past the Big, Bad 
Bruins in those days. 

This is where we come back to Clark Gillies. 

At six-foot-three, 215 pounds, he was a bear to contend with. His fights 
against Dave “The Hammer” Schultz and Ed "Boxcar" Hospodar are 
legendary, but his offence was absolutely essential to the success of the 
Islanders. 

In Game 1 against the Bruins, a close, tense affair in the tight, raucous 
confines of the Boston Garden, he brought that characteristic clutch 
scoring ability -- over his career, he scored an amazing 54 game-winning 

goals -- finding the back of the net at 1:02 of overtime to give the 
Islanders a 2-1 win and a stunning 1-0 series lead. 

Back at a feverish Garden the next night, the Bruins retaliated, O’Reilly 
dropping the gloves with Gillies just 2:46 into the game. Gillies stood up 
but lost to the furious fists of O’Reilly. Unbowed, Gillies answered the bell 
again with O’Reilly before the end of that period; Gillies decisively 
knocked down the previously unbloodied O’Reilly, in his own building. 
The tide was turning. 

Gillies and O’Reilly fought twice more in Game 3 back on Long Island, 
culminating with Gillies demolishing O’Reilly. The Islanders had gone into 
the Bruins’ house and beaten them every which way they could be 
beaten, stood up for themselves in their own building and rode that to a 
4-1 series win. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Trotz on Gillies passing 'Great teammate, fantastic person he'll be 
missed' 

The message was loud and clear from the burly winger affectionately 
known as Jethro: The Islanders were not going to be denied. They went 
on to a record 19 straight playoff series wins and four Stanley Cups. 

Although Gillies’ fists were instrumental in clearing space for Trio Grande 
linemates Bossy and Trottier, it would be unfair to remember him for his 
fighting. In fact, he never exceeded 100 penalty minutes in a season 
during an era when that was expected of your biggest guy. 

“It was perfectly clear that I could fight, but I always made it clear that my 
first job was to play good, tough hockey,” he told Eric Justic in 2006 in a 
story for MiLB.com. “Did I like fighting? Not particularly. But I was 
absolutely willing to do it as part of my job description. Even to this day, I 
don't talk about fighting too much. People always want to know, 'How 
was that thing with O'Reilly? You beat the (crap) out of him.' They forget 
O'Reilly hit me, too.” 

Gillies could flat-out play, the prototypical power forward. Stats are 
secondary to the character and comfort he brought to the dominant 
Islanders (and two seasons with the Buffalo Sabres), but they are 
significant enough that they are worth exploring: In 958 NHL games over 
a 14-year career, he scored 319 goals -- including 92 power-play goals -- 
and added 378 assists for 697 points. 

He topped 30 goals in six seasons, even threatening 40, reaching 38 in 
1981-82, and recorded 91 points in 1978-79. That’s why he’s in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

In 147 NHL playoff games, he had 47 goals and 47 assists for 94 points. 
Clutch. 

Similarly, it would be unfair to remember him purely for his stats. He 
played baseball in the Houston Astros minor system at 16. He, along with 
Ken Morrow, John Tonelli, Denis Potvin and Butch Goring, started the 
NHL tradition of playoff beards. 

He was a world-class prankster, a big man with a powerful sense of 
humour. Once asked where his native Moose Jaw, Sask., is, he 
responded, "Six feet from the moose's ass." 

As he recounted for NHL.com, Gillies once fell for a team prank when all 
20 of the Islanders signed a new pair of shoes he had been particularly 
proud of. 

“I said, ‘I will beat the (crap) out of every one of you unless you give me a 
dollar apiece,’” Gillies told NHL.com. “’Those shoes cost $20 and every 
one of you needs to give me a dollar right now or I am going to start 
beating the crap out of each and every one of you … one at a time.’ In 
about five minutes, I had $20 in my hand and a pair of signed shoes to 
the 1980 Stanley Cup champions. 

“They all looked at me, like, umm, here's your dollar. I had the beard 
going and must have had a real scowl on my face.” 
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But his teammates loved him. Many players of that era lived near the rink 
in the off-season -- which, for the Islanders, meant lots of summertime 
bonding on Long Island that included charity softball games. He and 
close friend Bob Bourne were the stars of that team. 

"It's an old cliche that a team has to really pull for itself and pull for each 
other," Gillies told MiLB.com. "We played together forever and added a 
few guys in along the way, but for the most part, the team grew up 
together and were successful together and had a strong bond together, 
on and off the ice. It's hard to put that kind of chemistry together these 
days." 

Gillies, who spent three years playing minor league baseball in 
Covington, Va., in the Houston Astros system before being drafted by the 
Islanders fourth overall in 1974, brought his trademark power to even 
those charity games. 

“We played the Rangers at Shea Stadium and the Flyers at Veterans 
Stadium down there,” Gillies told NewYorkIslanders.com in 2017. “I do 
remember almost hitting a softball out of Shea down the left-field line. I 
almost hit it over the wall, I hit it to the base of the wall.” 

All indications are that he was a kind, considerate and charitable man off 
the ice. He said that when the Islanders played softball against the 
Flyers, the players “got along great.” Punching Schultz one minute, 
drinking beers with him the next. And you don’t get a children’s park 
named after you in your hometown if you’re not a good guy. 

After wearing the 'C' for two seasons, Gillies gave the captaincy to Potvin 
in 1979-80 because he felt more comfortable being part of the team 
rather than in the spotlight. He felt it was the right thing to do for the 
Islanders. 

And, tellingly, occasionally his forgiveness extended to the ice as well. 
After the Islanders had eliminated the Bruins in 1980, the teams lined up 
for the traditional handshake. Bloodied, beaten, tired, the combatants 
shook sweaty hands. When Gillies and O’Reilly met up, they exchanged 
looks. Then, they hugged. 

Gillies remained on Long Island after he retired, serving at one point as a 
business development manager at Proactive Wealth Consultants and 
playing dozens of charity softball games a year. He is survived by his 
wife, Pam, and daughter Brianna Bourne. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sheldon Keefe clarifies his ‘soft and purposeless’ criticism 
of Maple Leafs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox,cJanuary 21, 2022, 4:55 PM 

 

If Sheldon Keefe could choose different words than the ones he used in 
those heated moments Wednesday after the Toronto Maple Leafs 
surrendered five unanswered goals and lost 6-3 to the New York 
Rangers, he would. 

The head coach began his first appearance since his “soft and 
purposeless” description of his group’s play not by taking questions but 
by clarifying (softening?) his post-loss criticism. 

“We've competed at a really high level all season long, and we have 
been a team that's difficult to play against,” Keefe said Friday after 
practice. 

“When we're at our best, we're a team that has played with the best in 
the league and established ourselves among the best in the league. And 
that's been through a foundation of competitiveness and physicality and 

our structure. We continue to work at the consistency piece; that's where 
we need to continue to work to get better." 

All those elements vanished after the first period Wednesday, when the 
Leafs eased off the gas and saw an opponent claw back and erase 
Toronto’s 3-1 lead for the fourth time in their past five outings. 

“Our standards slipped the other night in playing with the lead in the 
second and third periods, and we can't win by playing that way,” Keefe 
continued. “We've earned the right to have high expectations and high 
standards around here. [We] continue to push and challenge our team 
towards those standards. But, really, that was what I was getting at the 
other night.” 

Purposeless is one thing, but publicly saying your hockey team got 
exposed for being soft kicks opens a door for the critics of a roster build 
on a foundation of high-end skill. 

Here’s the line Keefe used Wednesday that got the most traction: “I just 
thought we got exposed today for being a team that was just soft. Soft 
and purposeless and just kind of playing the game and just hoping it was 
gonna work out.” 

Keefe said he did not address his players immediately after the loss at 
Madison Square Garden, but he did deliver the same message to their 
faces in the second intermission as he did at the podium. 

“I don't say things to the media, especially if it's to that effect, that I 
haven't already mentioned or spoken in that tone to the team,” Keefe 
said. “So they're not caught by surprise in that sense.” 

Remaining Time -1:29 

Keefe's belief in Leafs is so strong, that's why his expectations are so 
high 

Team leaders John Tavares and Morgan Rielly took their coach’s candid 
disapproval in stride. 

"I don't think he's wrong. I think, as a group, we have to do more in D 
zone. I think we have to protect our goalie a bit more and protect our net 
front,” said Rielly, adding that he was unaware of Keefe’s comments. 

“To be honest, I hadn't heard that yet. So, I don't think players you know 
put too much merit into what happens in post-game media. I think it's a 
matter of that being the honest answer. I don't think we played real hard 
game, especially in the third. But as players, you're not really too worried 
about what's going on in terms of post-game comments, to be honest 
with you.” 

Just as Keefe is making his players accountable, the coach is either 
being held accountable or holding himself accountable for the adjectives 
he chooses when addressing a combustible market. 

“My belief in this team is extremely strong, and that's why the 
expectations are so high — and why the disappointment is there when 
we don't meet those expectations,” Keefe said. “There's a high level of 
accountability around here amongst ourselves and to our fans.” 

One-Timers: Backup Petr Mrazek starts Saturday versus the Islanders 
and their 30th-best offence. Keefe says this is “a scheduled start” and not 
a reflection on Jack Campbell…. Left-shot defenceman Carl Dahlstrom 
will make his Maple Leafs debut alongside Travis Dermott on the third 
pairing…. Ondrej Kase and Justin Holl have been freed from COVID 
protocol. They’ll skate Saturday morning after a 10-day layoff but are not 
expected to play until Wednesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets stuck in mushy middle ahead of busy February, trade 
deadline 
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Ken Wiebe, January 21, 2022, 10:17 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- In many ways, it feels like these Winnipeg Jets are quickly 
approaching the proverbial fork in the road. 

The problem is that it’s unclear where the GPS, or the map if you prefer 
old-school technology, is leading this group. Not to mention which path 
they’re ultimately going to choose and end up traversing down. 

With Thursday’s 5-2 loss to the Nashville Predators, the Jets find 
themselves with a record of 17-13-6. 

An optimist might suggest those 40 points the Jets have already banked 
puts them in a decent spot. 

After all, they’ll wake up seventh when it comes to points percentage in 
the Western Conference, even if they remain 10th in points and 
technically below the playoff line. 

The Jets are fifth in the Central Division and the teams they are chasing 
have put substantial distance between them. 

As a point of reference, the fourth-place Predators are a whopping 13 
points up (though the Jets hold six games in hand) and the first-place 
Colorado Avalanche are 17 points clear (and the Jets have two games in 
hand). 

If the season somehow ended today, even though we fully realize that it 
doesn’t, that .556 points percentage would be enough to get the Jets in 
as the first wild card. 

It would also result in a first-round matchup with the Vegas Golden 
Knights, who lead the Pacific Division. 

Thanks to nine postponed games, most of which have been shoehorned 
into the month of February, the Jets are playing catch-up when it comes 
to the schedule. 

All to say that those valuable games in hand aren’t worth much if they 
don’t result in more points. 

So, with roughly two months to go before the NHL trade deadline, things 
remain incredibly blurry when it comes to the approach Jets general 
manager Kevin Cheveldayoff might take. 

After addressing the shortcomings of the blue line during the off-season 
with the addition of Nate Schmidt and Brenden Dillon via trades for draft 
picks, the Jets had high hopes and heightened expectations. 

This was going to be the year they moved squarely from bubble team 
back into contender status. 

Well, things haven’t exactly gone according to plan on that front -- at 
least not yet. 

Much to the chagrin of players, coaching staff and management, the Jets 
seem to be stuck in the mushy middle. 

On some nights, they look like they hang with a top-tier team. 

On others, they’ve fallen short. 

This isn’t just about the lopsided 7-1 defeats to the Avalanche and 
Minnesota Wild either. Over the course of 82 games, there are going to 
be nights when things fall apart and the score spirals out of control. 

The Jets haven’t made a habit of that. The no-shows remain the 
exception, not the rule. 

One thing that’s plagued the Jets this season has been inconsistency. 

There have been glimpses of improvement on that front since Dave 
Lowry took over as interim head coach on Dec. 17, but it remains a work 
in progress. 

The Jets have a pretty good idea of how they want to play and what they 
need to do in order to achieve success. 

Now they just need to ensure that style of game is on display with a bit 
more regularity. 

The contrast on Thursday between the first (when the Jets were 
outscored 3-0, and outplayed) and third period (when Winnipeg scored in 
the opening minute and controlled the flow of play until an empty-net goal 
from Tanner Jeannot restored the three-goal cushion and put the game 
on ice) reinforces the need for further improvement. 

“You've got to know what your strengths are as a team and I think we're 
still learning what our identity is that way,” said Jets defenceman Josh 
Morrissey. “It's periods like that (the third period) that we have to build on 
and try to replicate and look at as something that we can have as our 
calling card and hang our hat on.” 

Remaining Time -0:28 

What Skills Kyle Connor Has To Be An X-Factor 

This is a proud group and the Jets do have certain elements that you 
often find on a winning team. 

Goalie Connor Hellebuyck has been the foundation of this group for a 
long time and that isn’t going to change anytime soon. 

He’s started 30 of 36 games so far this season and while his raw 
numbers don’t have him currently in the Vezina Trophy discussion, his 
importance to the Jets is undeniable. 

“Our goalie is the reason we win a lot of hockey games,” Lowry said 
following Thursday’s game, answering a question about whether he 
considered replacing Hellebuyck with Mikhail Berdin on a night he turned 
aside 18 of 22 shots he faced. 

Hellebuyck probably wanted the Ryan Johansen goal (the one that made 
it 3-0) back, but the bigger reason the question had been percolating was 
because many folks are wondering if he’s going to start the two 
remaining games on this road trip - on Saturday afternoon against the 
Boston Bruins and Sunday afternoon against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Hellebuyck is well-established as being a workhorse who thrives on 
getting into a rhythm, but when you consider how much he’s played 
already - coupled with a February stretch that includes seven games in 
11 days (including two back-to-backs), Lowry is going to need to find a 
window to get his backup a start sooner rather than later. 

That task got a bit more difficult when Eric Comrie ended up in Covid-19 
protocol last Thursday and he hasn’t been back on the ice with his 
teammates since. 

It’s important to remember the spread out nature of the schedule of late 
has allowed Hellebuyck not to be overworked yet. But there’s far too 
many games left in a short amount of time to run the risk of fatigue 
setting in before the calendar even flips to March. 

The Jets defence corps has clearly improved, yet the situation is 
somewhat complicated based on having prospects in the system that are 
knocking on the door and eager to become NHL regulars. 

Part of the appeal to bringing in both Schmidt and Dillon was that they 
represented more than just a Band-Aid solution, since they had term on 
their respective contracts. 

But with Dylan Samberg and Declan Chisholm recently making their NHL 
debuts and Ville Heinola waiting in the wings, suddenly having the six 
regular members of the defence corps with multiple years on their 
contracts leaves things a little crowded. 

If the Jets continue to tread water, Cheveldayoff could be left in a bit of a 
quandary when it comes to potentially accelerating the timeline of when 
to integrate one or even two of those young blue-liners. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 
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Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

That also means deciding which veteran to move on from, a process that 
isn’t easy with the Jets at the salary cap ceiling and into LTIR relief. 

Up front, the Jets core group is firmly established and mostly locked up 
long-term. Andrew Copp and Paul Stastny are pending UFAs and Pierre-
Luc Dubois, who scored his 17th goal on Thursday, is the high-profile 
RFA who will be looking for a significant raise. 

With Jets captain Blake Wheeler set to possibly return this weekend, the 
team was inching closer to full health. Although, the loss of Nikolaj Ehlers 
to a right knee injury represents a significant blow. 

If Ehlers spends multiple weeks on the shelf -- and that’s certainly the 
most likely outcome -- it’s only going to ratchet up the pressure on a 
forward group that’s already been a bit too top heavy to provide some 
timely secondary scoring. 

There are depth pieces that will welcome the additional ice time and 
responsibility, but it’s time for those guys to deliver. 

Otherwise, the Jets are going to be left with some difficult decisions when 
it comes to personnel. 

This isn’t to suggest the Jets should immediately punt on this season or 
consider holding a fire sale, it simply reiterates how important this next 
stretch of games is when it comes to finalizing a strategy for the trade 
deadline. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe: ‘Belief’ in team ‘hasn’t changed’; vows to push Leafs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Northwell Health Ice Center at Eisenhower Park in New York 
on Friday ahead of Saturday’s game against the Islanders.  

After watching the Leafs blow a 3-1 lead in a 6-3 loss to the Rangers on 
Wednesday night, Sheldon Keefe didn't hold back. He called out the 
team for playing "soft" and "purposeless." 

Those comments dominated discussion in Toronto on Thursday as the 
Leafs enjoyed a day off in New York. So, before taking any questions at 
his media session on Friday, Keefe felt compelled to clarify his critique.  

"We've competed at a really high level all season and we have been a 
team that's been difficult to play against," Keefe said. "When we're at our 
best we're a team that has played with the best in the league. [We've] 
established ourselves among the best in the league and that's been 
through a foundation of competitiveness and physicality and our 
structure. We continue to work at the consistency piece. That's where we 
need to continue to work to get better." 

The Leafs have been among the best teams in the National Hockey 
League since late October, winning 22 of their last 30 games.  

"My belief in this team hasn't changed in any way," Keefe stressed. "It's 
just the fact our standard slipped the other night when playing with the 
lead in the second and third periods. We can't win by playing that way." 

The word "soft" is a loaded one in the hockey world. What exactly did 
Keefe mean?  

"When we're at our best, like we were at the start of the game and 
through long stretches of this season, we're hard to play against," Keefe 
explained. "You can't get to our net. You don't have the puck very often. 
There's puck pressure. We're on top of you quickly. We get to pucks first. 
All those kinds of things make make us a hard team to play against. We 
didn't do that when we had the lead in the second and the third period. 
That is really what I am referring to. We made it easy on the opposition."  

Keefe is expecting a response on Saturday against the Islanders.   

"I know what we're capable of as a team," Keefe said. "We've earned the 
right to have high expectations and high standards around here. I'll 
continue to push and challenge our team." 

Keefe clarifies 'soft' comment: 'My belief in this team hasn’t changed' 

Sheldon Keefe started his media availability on Friday by clarifying his 
'soft' comment after the Maple Leafs loss to the Rangers on Wednesday. 
He says his belief in the team hasn't changed but they've shown they can 
play at a higher standard and they didn't do that in New York. 

--- 

Keefe did not address the team after the game on Wednesday, but hit on 
similar themes with the players during the second intermission.  

"I don't say things to the media or in the media, especially if it's to that 
effect, that I haven't already mentioned or spoken in that tone to the 
team. So, they're not caught by surprise in that sense." 

What did the players think of Keefe's analysis? 

"I don't think he's wrong," said alternate captain Morgan Rielly. "As a 
group we have to do more in the D-zone and we have to protect our 
goalie a bit more and protect our net front ... We're allowing too much 
traffic at our net and we're exposing our net too much. So, as a D corps, 
you have to take some responsibility and be harder to play against." 

The Leafs have allowed 21 goals over the last five games (4.2 per 
outing). Prior to this stretch, the Leafs were allowing an average of 2.41 
goals per game (second overall in the NHL).  

"We got to do a lot better, especially defensively, on being a difficult team 
to play against," said captain John Tavares, "and understanding how 
hard that is game in and game out, shift in and shift out." 

Neither Tavares nor Rielly seemed bothered by the way Keefe 
addressed things in the media.  

"Regardless of what Sheldon said publicly, I think it was going to be 
communicated to the group that we have to be a lot better," Tavares said.  

"It's just a matter of that being the honest answer," Rielly said. "I don't 
think we played a real hard game, especially in the third. But, as players, 
you're not really too worried about what's going on in terms of post-game 
comments, to be honest with you." 

'I don’t think he’s wrong': Leafs react to Keefe's critique 

Coming off Sheldon Keefe's comments calling his team 'soft' in their loss 
to the Rangers, the Maple Leafs react to his critique and don't disagree 
with them, as they know they need to be much tougher to play against 
defensively. 

Jack Campbell has allowed 18 goals in his last four starts with an .866 
save percentage in that stretch.  

"Just not good enough," he said after allowing five goals on 26 shots on 
Wednesday. "I just want to be better. I'll look at the tape and I'll work on it 
and I promise I'll be better." 

On Saturday, Campbell gets a break as Petr Mrazek will make his fifth 
start of the season. It was always the plan for Mrazek to get this game.  

"You could call it a scheduled start for Petr," said Keefe. "We just feel it is 
important to get Petr back in again. He hasn't played a lot. He is an 
important part of our team. We need to get him in our net and get him 
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some reps here. We are certainly going to need him as the calendar 
turns to February." 

Campbell has started 28 games, which is already a new career high.  

"Jack has played a lot over the course of the season — not necessarily in 
the last few weeks because of the schedule being what it is, but if you 
look at the total workload," Keefe said. "We are looking for these pockets 
to get both Jack rest and Petr an increased workload. We just thought we 
would stay with our scheduled start for Petr here." 

'I promise I'll be better': Leafs' Campbell dealing with dip in form 

Jack Campbell has allowed 18 goals over his last four starts. "Just not 
good enough," the all-star goalie said after Toronto's loss on Wednesday. 
"I’ll work on it and I promise I’ll be better." Campbell has an .866 save 
percentage in this four-game stretch, which has dropped his season save 
percentage to .927. "He is not playing to the same level," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "I think that's obvious." 

--- 

With Jake Muzzin (concussion) and Justin Holl (COVID protocol) 
sidelined, Rasmus Sandin, 21, and Timothy Liljegren, 22, filled in as the 
second defence pair on Wednesday.  

"They had tough nights," Keefe said bluntly "It is a lot to ask of those 
guys." 

Rielly can relate.  

"It's challenging," the 27-year-old defenceman said. "I think it hits you 
kind of hard, because you realize that each team has some extremely 
dangerous players. There's no point where you get to relax and maybe 
take an easy shift or go play in the O-zone for a shift. You're always kind 
of out there against high-end players who can burn you at any time."  

Sandin was on the ice for three goals against on Wednesday while 
Liljegren was on for two. The Rangers forward they faced the most often 
in five-on-five play was Artemi Panarin.  

"Just got to look through this game and clean stuff up and move forward 
from it and learn a lot," said Sandin. "Every game is a new opportunity. 
We learned a lot out there, both me and Timothy, playing a couple more 
minutes and playing top lines, too."  

Sandin, who has excelled in sheltered minutes during his first full NHL 
season, was struck by the confidence top-six players possess.  

"They're more playful on the ice," Sandin observed. "They're jumping 
around and making really good plays out there. It's a little bit different. 
They're making plays on the [blue] lines and stuff like that. It's not 
something you're very used to all the time. Playing against the third and 
fourth lines it's pretty much just pucks coming down deep and they're 
forechecking on you and our job is just try to break out." 

With Muzzin out, Sandin faces trial by fire; will learn from rough ride in 
NY 

With Jake Muzzin out with a concussion, Rasmus Sandin got an audition 
in Toronto's top four on Wednesday in New York. It didn't go well as 
Sandin was on the ice for three Rangers goals. "We miss Muzz," Sandin 
said. "But, at the same time, that’s when other guys have to step up ... 
just got to look through this game, clean stuff up and move forward from 
it and learn a lot too." 

--- 

With the defence springing leaks, the Leafs have leaned more and more 
on Rielly, who has logged more than 27 minutes in consecutive games. 
Rielly was the only Leaf who wasn't on the ice for a goal against in last 
Saturday's 6-5 win in St. Louis. He wasn't on the ice for any of the even-
strength goals against in Wednesday's loss.  

Partner T.J. Brodie is impressed by just how quickly Rielly is moving 
these days.   

"I'll look beside me sometimes thinking I'm jumping up and he's already 
five steps ahead of me," Brodie said with a smile on Wednesday 
morning. "It's fun to watch." 

Rielly was asked what it means for the top pair when the usual second 
unit is out.  

"There's really no adjustment," he said. "That's the point of a team sport. 
When you have guys go down, you got guys that are supposed to come 
up and take that responsibility, play minutes, play against good 
competition." 

--- 

Alex Biega was minus-2 in 12 minutes and 21 seconds of ice time on 
Wednesday. He will be the odd man out on Saturday.  

Carl Dahlstrom has been called up from the American Hockey League 
and will make his Leafs debut.  

"I see myself as a two-way defenceman," the 26-year-old Stockholm 
native said, "always trying to bring that steady game and being reliable." 

"He has got the ability to help in lots of different ways," said Keefe. "He 
moves around the ice well. He can make a pass and help you offensively 
by moving the puck up the ice. Also, he defends well. He showed on the 
ice today what we had thought. He is building off of the good play he's 
had with the Marlies with good gap control. He is a big guy with a long 
stick and closes on things that way. He uses those tools to defend." 

Dahlstrom hasn't played in the NHL since breaking his hand during a 
game with the Winnipeg Jets on Jan. 14, 2020.  

"It means a lot, obviously," he said. "I've been itching for two years now 
to prepare for when the opportunity comes."  

Dahlstrom has 10 assists in 27 games with the Marlies this season.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Mrazek starts Saturday; Dahlstrom debuts 

Mark Masters has the latest on Petr Mrazek starting in goal for the Maple 
Leafs on Saturday against the Islanders. Carl Dahlstrom will also draw in 
on the blue line to make his Leafs' debut and admits he's been itching to 
get back. 

--- 

Ondrej Kase and Holl have exited COVID protocol. They are expected to 
skate on Saturday morning, but will not play against the Islanders.  

--- 

Lines at Friday's practice, per David Alter of The Hockey News:  

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander 

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall 

Simmonds - Spezza - Anderson 

Clifford, Ritchie 

D 

Rielly - Brodie 

Sandin - Liljegren 

Dahlstrom - Dermott 

Biega 

G 

Campbell  

Mrazek 
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    Leafs PP units at practice Jan. 21/22 

      

    Tavares 

    Marner-Nylander-Matthews 

    Rielly 

      

    Simmonds 

    Mikheyev-Bunting-Spezza 

    Sandin 

    — David Alter (@dalter) January 21, 2022 
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TSN.CA / Independent panel finds ‘code of silence’ exists in CHL over 
abuse 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Off-ice misconduct exists in the Canadian Hockey League to the point 
that it has become a “cultural norm,” says an independent panel’s report 
on bullying, discrimination and harassment within major junior hockey. 

“[A] code of silence also prevents athletes from disclosing their 
experiences,” the report says. “Reasons for this may include fear of 
retribution or punishment, power imbalances, and loyalty.” 

The report, released Friday afternoon, was written by a three-person 
panel commissioned in June of 2020 by the CHL to investigate 
allegations of abuse within its three leagues – the Ontario Hockey 
League, the Western Hockey League, and the Quebec Major Junior 
Hockey League. 

The panel’s members were former New Brunswick premier Camille 
Theriault, former NHL player Sheldon Kennedy, and former women’s 
hockey coach and general manager Daniele Sauvageau. 

“We are committed to the protection of our players and will continue to 
make the changes and investments required to provide the best possible 
player experience,” the CHL wrote in a press release. 

Kennedy declined to comment. He said the CHL has instructed the three 
panel members not to talk publicly about their findings. 

Days before the league commissioned the report in July 2020, a group of 
former CHL players, including Dan Carcillo and Garrett Taylor, filed a 
class-action lawsuit against the CHL alleging major junior hockey 
leagues have “been complicit for decades in rampant hazing, bullying, 
and abuse of underage players by coaches, team staff and senior 
players." 

The CHL said Friday that it received the investigation findings of 
Theriault, Kennedy and Sauvageau in December of 2020.  

James Sayce, a lawyer for the plaintiffs in the proposed class-action 
lawsuit, asked an Ontario Superior Court judge on Dec.1, 2021, to force 
the CHL to hand over the report. 

"The conclusions in this report appear to align with the allegations of 
Messrs. Carcillo, Taylor and the dozens of class members who have 
come forward in the class action,” Sayce wrote in an email to TSN on 

Friday. “We will continue to vigorously prosecute this case to ensure 
these systemic wrongs are addressed.” 

The CHL said the independent panel conducted confidential interviews 
with player agents, current and former players, owners and senior team 
and league officials. It also had access to complaints made to the three 
major junior leagues for three seasons (2017-19) and were provided with 
the results of a web survey conducted by the polling firm Leger of more 
than 650 CHL members – 31 general managers, 59 coaches, 98 staff 
members, 259 players, and 212 families. 

According to the Leger survey, 45 per cent of players surveyed said they 
had heard of cases of bullying or harassment in the CHL over the 
previous four years that were not reported in the media. Only 3 per cent 
of players said they had reported those incidents to team officials or other 
authorities. 

The survey also reported that 52 per cent of families (hockey parents) 
believe that bullying exists in the CHL, compared to 32 per cent of 
players and 25 per cent of team coaches. 

Survey respondents were asked about the outcomes of complaints they 
reported. 

“Swept under the rug and covered up so as not to harm the 
team/franchise,” one respondent wrote. “It involved an equipment 
manager constantly physically and mentally abusing a special needs 
helper. Upon that helper’s termination, the boy’s mother reported what 
her son told her and there were closed door meetings held with the 
person(s) doing the mentioned harassment which were categorically 
denied. I was never asked if I witnessed anything and made it known I 
had and had even told the person to stop doing it on more than one 
occasion…” 

Other respondents said, “changes were made in the team through 
trades,” “[there were] team mandated suspension/discipline,” and “the 
people involved were spoken to.” 

The CHL also said Friday it hired Toronto lawyer Rachel Turnpenney to 
review the league’s current policies and programs. 

Turnpenney wrote in a report that was also disclosed by the CHL that the 
league should create a safe environment for reporting of misconduct and 
that the OHL, WHL and QMJHL should “revamp” their websites. 

“Each member league currently has anonymous and confidential 
reporting mechanisms that are not found on their websites,” she wrote. 
“This is a missed opportunity that should be remedied immediately.” 
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USA TODAY / American Hockey League suspends Krystof Hrabik 30 
games for racial gesture against Boko Imama 

 

CYDNEY HENDERSON | USA TODAY 

 

San Jose Barracuda forward Krystof Hrabik has been suspended for 30 
games for using a racial gesture, the American Hockey League 
announced on Friday.     

Hrabik directed the racial gesture toward the Tucson Roadrunners' Boko 
Imama, who is Black, during Tucson's 4-3 win against San Jose on Jan. 
12. 

"The AHL stands with Boko Imama," AHL President and Chief Executive 
Officer Scott Howson said in a statement. "It is unfair that any player 
should be subjected to comments or gestures based on their race; they 
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should be judged only on their ability to perform as a player on the ice, as 
a teammate in the locker room and as a member of their community." 

Hrabik, who already has served three games of his suspension, will be 
eligible to return to the Barracuda lineup on April 3, but he can apply for a 
suspension reduction as early as March 12. Early reinstatement will be 
based on his progress in racism sensitivity training with the National 
Hockey League’s Player Inclusion Committee.  

In a statement issued later Friday, Hrabik said he was "embarrassed by 
the actions that led to my suspension" and said he would not appeal the 
suspension.  

"People should know that I had absolutely no inappropriate intent," 
Hrabik said. "The gesture was made in the heat of battle and while I 
didn't mean anything racist by what I did, I realize now through my own 
ignorance how my gesture could be interpreted."  

He said he was "horrified by what I had done" when he learned of 
Imama's reaction and said he sent him a "personal apology."   

"I fully accept the consequences of my actions and am not appealing the 
discipline imposed by the AHL," Hrabik said.  

Statement from Krystof Hrabik, who was suspended by #AHL today for 
30 games for a racist gesture: pic.twitter.com/O3hA3CaOK4 

— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) January 22, 2022 

The Barracuda said Hrabik was "immediately removed from all team 
activities" on Jan. 13 after the team learned of the gesture. They issued 
an apology to Imama. 

"The Barracuda and San Jose Sharks organizations were appalled to 
learn of this incident," the organization said in a statement on Friday. "We 
offer our sincerest apologies to Boko, the Roadrunners organization, the 
AHL, our fans, and the entire hockey community." 

The statement continued: "While we support the ability for individuals to 
atone and learn from disrespectful incidents in this context, these actions 
are in direct opposition to the Barracuda and Sharks organizations’ 
values." 

PREVIOUS INCIDENT: Boko Imama was subjected to an earlier racial 
incident 

Imama has experienced racism before. In 2020, the Bakersfield Condors' 
Brandon Manning used a racial slur toward Imama, who played for the 
Ontario Reign at the time.  

Manning issued an apology and was suspended for five games.  

"It's frustrating and disheartening that this is still going on in 2022!" 
Imama wrote on Twitter. "Even though I honestly believe the sport has 
made positive strides, WE still have a long way to go to educate the 
ignorant and make hockey a safe place for everyone. 

"My hope is that people learn from this and that some day hockey will 
truly be for everyone."  

Enough is enough! pic.twitter.com/bETzUXEPGo 

— Boko Imama (@bokojr) January 22, 2022 
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