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Canes have Devil of a time in New Jersey: Five takeaways from Carolina’s road loss 

By Chip Alexander 

A night after beating the New York Rangers, the Carolina 
Hurricanes could not handle the New Jersey Devils, losing 
the road game 7-4 at the Prudential Center. 

The Devils fell behind 2-0 in the first period and trailed 3-2 in 
the second, but then overwhelmed the Canes, who were 
playing the second game of a back-to-back. Carolina (27-9-
2) dropped to second place in the Metropolitan Division as 
the Rangers won Saturday to reclaim first. 

“We had a couple of guys play pretty well but not 20, which is 
what you need,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Give 
them credit. They played hard and did what they wanted to 
do and I didn’t think we did much of anything.” 

Five takeaways from the Metropolitan Division game: 

▪ When Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked Saturday 
about a starting goalie, he said simply, “The kid.” Meaning 
Jack LaFontaine. 

This was why LaFontaine signed with the Canes and left the 
University of Minnesota this season: for an early taste of the 
NHL. He got a first look Jan. 13 against Columbus, relieving 
starter Frederik Andersen and giving up two goals in the 6-0 
loss. 

That was his NHL debut, but Saturday was different. He was 
starting his first NHL game and the Canes gave him two 
early goals and a 2-0 lead in the first period that Carolina 
could not hold. LaFontaine would allow seven goals on 38 
shots in taking his first NHL loss, undone by a few bad 
bounces, some well-placed shots by the young, quick Devils 
and some loose defensive play. 

“I hate how that went for him ... but the group in front of him 
wasn’t good enough,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Devils went with goalie Jon Gillies, who had some shaky 
moments in his fourth game of the season but earned his 
first win with 28 saves. 

▪ Getting Martin Necas back for Saturday’s game was an 
unexpected twist. The Canes winger was placed in the NHL 
COVID protocol on Monday. Brind’Amour said he learned 
Saturday morning that Necas had been medically cleared to 
return to play. 

Teuvo Teravainen was held out following his lower-body 
injury Friday against the Rangers while Necas rejoined 
Vincent Trocheck’s line opposite Andrei Svechnikov and 
assisted on Ian Cole’s first-period goal with nice pass. 

Forward Josh Leivo, in the lineup for a second straight game, 
scored his first goal with the Canes with a power move in the 
second period for a 3-2 lead. Leivo and Svechnikov each 
had a goal and assist, Svechnikov ripping a sharp-angle shot 
past Gillies for the Canes’ first goal. Defenseman Brady Skjei 
also scored for Carolina in the second. 

Brind’Amour indicated Saturday that Teravainen’s injury was 
not serious. 

▪ The Canes dominated the Boston Bruins and then 
outfought the New York Rangers this week, only to lose to 
the Devils. The Canes also have losses this season to the 
Seattle Kraken, Vancouver Canucks and a struggling Ottawa 
Senators team, plus the 6-0 beating by the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Carolina’s first ESPN appearance. 

It’s easy to say the Canes have played up and down to the 
competition, and it’s not the kind of trend they want to 
continue. The game Saturday was the second of a back-to-
back with a rookie goalie in net, but one the Canes, a good 
road team this season, expected to win. 

“Everyone in our locker room knows it’s not the way we 
play,” Skjei said. “The way that we play is usually very 
aggressive. It didn’t happen tonight.” 

▪ The second half of the back-to-back set was anything but 
routine. Snowy weather on Friday scratched their planned 
team flight and forced a Saturday departure, the Canes 
landing in Newark, New Jersey, a little before noon. 

Brind’Amour said the travel change was “not ideal.” But in a 
season when the Canes have had most of the roster deal 
with COVID-19 — Jordan Martinook is still in the protocol — 
and seven games postponed, Brind’Amour said it was 
another example of having to expect the unexpected. 

▪ No Dougie Hamilton this game. The Canes and Devils 
played for the first time this season and New Jersey was 
without the former Canes defenseman, the Devils’ biggest 
offseason catch after signing him to a seven-year, $63 
million contract. 

Hamilton suffered a broken jaw Jan. 2 when hit in the face by 
a puck in the game against the Washington Capitals. He 
required surgery and has been on injured reserve. 

For those who like to compare Hamilton with his replacement 
with the Canes, defenseman Tony DeAngelo, Hamilton has 
seven goals and 13 assists in 30 games and DeAngelo 
seven goals and 25 assists in 31 games.
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LaFontaine Ready & Waiting On His Moment 

Canes recent signee eager to make his first NHL start, 
whenever his number is called 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - "Roddy looked at me and said, 'You ready 
to go?' I don't think I answered; I just stepped on the ice." 

Unfazed by his team trailing 4-0, the fact that it was his first 
game on a National Hockey League bench and on national 
television, or that a week prior he was at the University of 
Minnesota with a set of very different circumstances, Jack 
LaFontaine entered the Carolina net for his NHL debut for 
last Thursday. 

The entire situation was anything but typical, including what 
transpired over the next 14:57 of game play. Yet again, the 
road that LaFontaine took to get to the moment wasn't typical 
either. 

All was going according to plan until the 2017-18 season. 
After being one of the best goaltenders in the North 
American Hockey League (NAHL) LaFontaine was selected 
by the Canes in the summer of 2016. He was committed to 
the University of Michigan where he'd planned to play until 
hopefully being able to turn pro. 

Instead, his tenure with the Wolverines lasted just two 
seasons and 22 games. 

After being a part of a three-goalie rotation his freshman year 
he was the goaltender of record in just nine games. Then in 
his sophomore year, he experienced some turbulence, 
ultimately concluding his time in Ann Arbor. 

Thus he elected to head to the British Columbia Hockey 
League (BCHL), where he'd play 45 games for the Penticton 
Vees, winning 30 of them and getting his footing back under 
him. After that 2018-19 season, late in the summer in fact, 
news came out that LaFontaine would be returning to the 
NCAA ranks, just not with Michigan. Instead he was going to 
become a Golden Gopher at the University of Minnesota. 

Both the moves to the BCHL and the new college program 
were gambles and LaFontaine knew it. Yet he always 
believed he would still wind up with his dream achieved one 
day. 

"If you don't have belief in yourself, and this doesn't just go 
for goaltending it goes for anything in life, more times than 
not you're not going to be successful," he shared with his 
unwavering confidence. "You can't wish or pray to have good 
things, you have to make it happen through work ethic." 

That mindset paid dividends for LaFontaine, who went on to 
finish with a record of 43-24-6 in his now finalized two-plus 

years at Minnesota, parlaying his winning of the Mike Richter 
Award into the opportunity he'd always hoped for. 

"All of my actions, all of my sacrifices, all of my work, have 
been to the common goal of playing in the NHL." 

Now, he's here. 

Between making the major decision on short notice to leave 
his collegiate program mid-season, piggybacked with how 
his first outing went, it would be very understandable for the 
24-year-old to be a bit flustered by recent events. It turns out 
that that couldn't be further from the case. 

"I'm just enjoying life right now. It's pretty hard not to, right," 
LaFontaine said in a very calm, cool and collected manner 
with a smile following practice Thursday. 

Just a few days removed from the night that saw him allow a 
goal on his first shot faced in the league and making only 
one stop in relief during the Canes most forgettable 
performance of the season, the only takeaway that comes to 
mind is a positive one. 

"To be quite honest with you, getting on the ice in that 
Columbus game was a blessing in disguise. I got it out of the 
way, I touched the ice, I've had some minutes and now I can 
just breathe, let it go and be me," he continued. 

Part of who the netminder is includes his zen energy, 
something he began pulling back the curtains on last 
Monday when he met with the media for the first time, then 
revealing some more after his first skate with the club. 

There's something different about him. All goalies are a little 
different, sure, but you could sense right away that was not 
your typical college kid turning pro, especially on just a few 
hours notice. 

He's excited, but not chipper. He's realistic, yet the moment 
isn't too big for him. He's appeared completely centered in 
his approach throughout. 

He's unbothered, and taking every day at this level in stride. 

"I feel great now. Every day I seem to be getting more 
comfortable," the Mississauga-born netminder continued. 
"The guys have been great, the coaches have been great. 
For me, it's just the compound effect of getting 1% better 
every day, getting more acclimatized to the speed. If I do 
what I need to do the rest will take care of itself." 

Even the situation since his debut has been uncommon. Two 
days after his first outing he backed up again, but wasn't 
needed, in a 4-1 victory over Vancouver. Then, three days 
later in Boston, he traveled, yet did not dress in the team's 
rout over the Bruins because Antti Raanta, who has been 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 23, 2022 

 

working his way back from injury, was healthy enough to sit 
behind Andersen. Come Friday night, he was serving in the 
backup capacity again in the team's win over the Rangers. 

He's certainly gotten his practice reps over the last two 
weeks and while it remains to be seen when he'll get the nod 
for his first start in a Canes sweater, LaFontaine is going to 
go about the impending night the same way he always has. 

The level of play may be different, but the way he feels going 
in largely won't. 

"There's going to be excitement, but I was excited playing in 
college, excited playing in juniors. There's going to be that 
nerve aspect, but that's normal. If I wasn't feeling anything, 
I'd be a little bit concerned. It's all about channeling that into 
positive energy, playing my game and just being who I am."

 

Recap: LaFontaine's First Start Spoiled By New Jersey 

Devils record seven goals on 38 shots 

By Walt Ruff 

NEWARK, NJ. - The first start of Jack LaFontaine's National 
Hockey League career did not go according to plan, as he 
allowed seven goals in a 7-4 defeat to the New Jersey Devils 
Saturday. 

The Rundown 

For the third time in as many games this week, the Carolina 
Hurricanes got off to a fantastic start, scoring twice in the 
opening 5:44. Despite all the unique circumstances, which 
included the team traveling to Newark during the late 
morning hours of the day due to the North Carolina 
snowstorm diverting the team's initial plans of traveling post-
game Friday, there appeared to be no rust or signs of 
sluggishness for the Canes. 

Andrei Svechnikov and Ian Cole were the first two goal 
scorers of the night, both beating Jon Gillies, who was 
playing just his third game of the season for the Devils. 

Carolina appeared to be the better team through the majority 
of the first period, until two goals just 1:43 apart from Nathan 
Bastian of New Jersey evened the contest inside the final 
three minutes of the opening frame. 

The tie contest moved into the second, this time with the 
teams trading goals back-and-forth. First 3-3 and then 4-4, 
Carolina's goals came off the tape Josh Leivo for his first of 
the year and then Brady Skjei for his sixth of the season. 

However, again, inside the final three minutes of the period 
New Jersey struck again, taking a 5-4 advantage and the 
momentum into the third period. 

Despite a push from the road side in the final 20 the only 
scoring came from the hosting club, sending the contest to 
its 7-4 final. 

They Said It: 

Brady Skjei sharing his thoughts on the game as a whole... 

"That definitely wasn't the way we wanted to play our game. 
We just kind of never found it. Our game is getting pucks 
behind their defensemen and making it hard on them. We 
have to learn from this. Everyone in the locker room knows 
that's not the way we play." 

Skjei, continuing on how to try and uplift LaFontaine after a 
night like tonight... 

"We didn't help him out at all, really. We kind of left him out 
to dry on a few of those. It's tough that that's his first game. 
We'll be there to support him. He's a good goalie and we 
know that he'll bounce back from this. 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the night... 

"We had a couple guys play pretty well, but not 20, and that's 
what you need. Give them credit. They played hard, they did 
what they wanted to do and we didn't really do much of 
anything." 

What's Next?: 

The team will fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game and 
have an off day Sunday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Teuvo Teravainen took pre-game warmup but did 
not play. Leivo played in his forward spot. 

 Martin Necas also returned for Carolina in the 
contest after entering COVID-19 Protocol on 
Monday. 

 Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and an assist in the 
contest, his third straight game with multiple points. 

 Jordan Staal had a game-high seven hits.
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LaFontaine loses first start for Hurricanes, who fall to Devils 

Johnsson has goal, two assists to help New Jersey end 
three-game losing streak 

By Mike G. Morreale 

NEWARK, N.J. -- The New Jersey Devils spoiled the first 
NHL start for Jack LaFontaine when they defeated the 
Carolina Hurricanes 7-4 at Prudential Center on Saturday. 

LaFontaine signed a one-year, entry-level contract with 
Carolina on Jan. 9, turning pro in the middle of his college 
hockey season with the University of Minnesota. He won the 
Mike Richter Award voted as the top goalie in men's NCAA 
Division I ice hockey last season. 

"The group in front of him wasn't good enough," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

Nathan Bastian scored twice, Andreas Johnsson had a goal 
and two assists, and Ryan Graves had three assists for the 
Devils (15-19-5), who ended a three-game losing streak. Jon 
Gillies, acquired in a trade with the St. Louis Blues on Dec. 
15, made 28 saves in his first win with New Jersey (1-2-1).  

Gillies, who turned 28 Saturday, got his first win since April 7, 
2018, for the Calgary Flames against the Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

"We're a confident group playing in front of him, and we trust 
him when he's in the net," Bastian said. "It was nice to see 
him get his first one tonight, on his birthday. That's pretty 
exciting." 

Andrei Svechnikov and Josh Leivo each had a goal and an 
assist for the Hurricanes (27-9-2), who had a three-game 
winning streak end. They defeated the New York Rangers 6-
3 at home Friday.  

LaFontaine made 31 saves in his second NHL game; he 
allowed one goal on three shots in relief during a 6-0 loss to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on Jan. 13. 

"[LaFontaine's] coming from college," Leivo said. "He made a 
lot of saves still, so he's just got to keep his head high. It 
wasn't his fault. I don't think our team played the greatest." 

Svechnikov scored on a long shot from outside the left face-
off circle to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 2:20 of the first 
period. Ian Cole made it 2-0 on a slap shot from the point at 
5:44. 

"We were fortunate to be up two," Brind'Amour said. "We got 
a lucky bounce and we just weren't sharp. We had a couple 

guys that were good, but when you're off a little bit, that's 
what it looks like." 

Bastian pulled the Devils within 2-1 when he batted the puck 
in from the slot at 17:26. He tied it 2-2 on a tip from the slot 
at 19:06. 

"I've talked about the way my game needed to evolve to be 
effective in this league," Bastian said. "One of the things is 
[the] net front; I feel like I've gotten so much better over time. 
It's getting sticks on pucks in front, finding a way to just bang 
pucks in. I'm pretty confident in front of the net right now." 

Leivo scored his first point of the season on a wrist shot at 
the right post for a 3-2 lead at 3:25 of the second period. 

Michael McLeod tied it 3-3 on a rebound at 8:47.  

"Our team never quits," Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. "If we 
get down, we've always found ways to get back in again. I 
thought after the game was 2-0, we were the better team." 

Johnsson gave New Jersey a 4-3 lead when he scored from 
the left circle on a 3-on-2 at 11:16. 

Brady Skjei tied it 4-4 on the rush at 15:34. 

"We know they're good in almost every area of the ice," Ruff 
said of the Hurricanes. "They skate well, their defense is the 
most active defense we will play this year. It's part of their 
DNA, so you can't stand there and watch. We got caught 
right off the bat, but thought we did a real good job against 
them the rest of the game." 

Jesper Bratt gave the Devils a 5-4 lead with a one-timer from 
the right circle at 18:19. 

Jack Hughes' power-play goal extended the lead to 6-4 at 
12:51 of the third period. Pavel Zacha scored on a rebound 
1:04 later for the 7-4 final. 

"We showed character after they got the two goals early and 
we found a way," Devils captain Nico Hischier said. "We've 
got to understand that if we play that way, we can win a lot 
more games." 

NOTES: Carolina forward Teuvo Teravainen (lower body) 
took the warmup but was scratched. He was replaced by 
Leivo. ... Hischier had an assist and extended his point 
streak to four games (four points; two goals, two assists). ... 
The Devils have won their past five home games against the 
Hurricanes dating to Feb. 15, 2018, their second-longest 
active streak against one opponent (Vancouver Canucks, six 
games).
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Bratt helps Devils rally for 7-4 win over Hurricanes 

By Matt Sugam 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Jesper Bratt scored the tiebreaking 
goal late in the second period and the New Jersey Devils 
rallied to beat the Carolina Hurricanes 7-4 Saturday night. 

Nathan Bastian scored twice, Andreas Johnsson had a goal 
and two assists, Michael McLeod and Pavel Zacha each 
added a goal and an assist and Jack Hughes also scored for 
New Jersey, which snapped a three-game skid. Ryan 
Graves had three assists and Dawson Mercer added two. 

Jon Gillies finished with 31 saves while filling in for 
Mackenzie Blackwood to pick up his first win in four games 
since being acquired from the St. Louis in December. 

“He gave us some saves. Obviously the start of the game 
probably wasn’t exactly what we wanted,” Devils coach Lindy 
Ruff said “I feel like his puck play is helping us break out 
getting the defense. Playing the puck in front of the net was 
exceptional. Would he want a few goals back? Yeah, he 
would want them, but outside of that, he made good saves at 
key times for us.” 

Andrei Svechnikov and Josh Leivo each had a goal and an 
assist for Carolina, and Ian Cole and Brady Skjei also 
scored. The Hurricanes snapped a three-game winning 
streak. 

Jack LaFontaine finished with 31 saves in his first career 
start — nine days after the former University of Minnesota 
goalie gave up two goals on three shots in his NHL debut. 

“This is the NHL, there’s a lot of good players out there,” 
Leivo said of LaFontaine’s play. “He’s coming from college. 
He made a lot of saves still. They had about 40 shots, so 
he’s just gotta keep his head high. It wasn’t his fault. I don’t 
think our team played the greatest. ... The way we (typically) 
play, I think we would have had a better outcome. So he’s 
got to keep his head high. He’s got a lot of hockey ahead of 
him.” 

Bratt’s goal, his 11th of the season, with 1:41 left in the 
second gave New Jersey a 5-4 lead —- it’s second 
advantage of the game after it earlier trailed 2-0 and 3-2.  

After Cole was called for holding on Janne Kuokkanen, 
Hughes got his 10th on a wrist shot on the power play with 

7:09 left in the third to put the Devils up two. Zacha scored 
his 10th just over a minute later to make it 7-4. 

“We had a couple of guys play pretty well, but not 20, which 
is what we need,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Give them credit. They played hard. They do what they want 
to do. I don’t think we did much of anything.” 

Leivo got his first at 3:25 of the second to give Carolina a 3-2 
lead before McLeod’s third tied it up again nearly 5 1/2 
minutes later.  

Johnsson received a centering pass from Mercer and beat 
LaFontaine with 8:44 left in the middle period to give the 
Devils their first lead. 

Skjei tied it again with 4:26 remaining in the period. 

“Definitely wasn’t the way we wanted to play. It’s not our 
game. Just kind of never found it. Our game is getting pucks 
behind their defensemen and being hard on them,” Skjei 
said. “So we have to learn from this, but everyone in the 
locker room knows that’s not the way we play.” 

Svechnikov got the Hurricanes on the scoreboard first 2:20 
into the game and Cole doubled the lead 3:24 later. 

Bastain scored twice 1:40 apart late in the opening period to 
tie it. His second of the night and eighth of the season came 
on a slap shot from inside the blue line and past LaFontaine. 

“Feels awesome. Especially coming back from two goals,” 
Bastian said. ”Maybe we’ve seen in the past we get down 
two, we’re pretty hard on ourselves as a group and it’s tough 
to battle back and then kind of put the way to get away the 
game ourselves first, and I was really good to see.” 

NOTES: New Jersey D Ty Smith (upper-body) was put on 
injured reserve, retroactively to Jan, 19. D Colton White was 
recalled from the taxi squad. ... LW Teuvo Teravainen (lower 
body) took part in pregame warmups and was a game-time 
scratch. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Vegas on Tuesday night. 

Devils: Host Los Angeles on Sunday night.
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Canes’ defense, goaltending falters in high-scoring loss to Devils 

The Hurricanes took an ugly loss to the Devils Saturday 
night, falling 7-4 in New Jersey. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Canes just weren’t sharp Saturday night in New Jersey, 
falling to the Metro basement-dwelling Devils 7-4.  

Carolina got off to an early 2-0 lead, thanks to Andrei 
Svechnikov and Ian Cole, but let the Devils come right back 
into it late in the first period on two goals from Nathan 
Bastian. Josh Leivo and Brady Skjei scored for the 
Hurricanes in the second period, but it wasn’t enough to 
hang with an onslaught of goals from the Devils.  

Along with Bastian’s two, Michael McLeod, Andreas 
Johnsson, Jesper Bratt, Jack Hughes and Pavel Zacha 
scored for the Devils.  

Jack LaFontaine got his first NHL start in Carolina’s net, and 
it went pretty poorly. LaFontaine allowed all seven New 
Jersey goals, making 31 saves on 38 shots faced. While 
every goal certainly wasn’t on LaFontaine, with the Canes 
playing some iffy defense in front of him, he allowed a 
handful that you’d certainly expect an NHL goalie to stop.  

Jon Gillies wasn’t superb but good enough in New Jersey’s 
net, stopping 28 of 32 shots faced in a win. 

The Hurricanes could’ve let an awful travel situation get to 
them early, but instead jumped out to another really strong 
start. Svechnikov scored just 2:20 into the game, unleashing 
a wicked wrister from the boards that found the tightest of 
angles to get by Gillies. 

A few minutes later Cole made it 2-0, as the Hurricanes put 
on some good forechecking pressure after a shot from 
Vincent Trocheck rang the post. The puck made its way to 
Cole, who blasted one from between the circles for his 
second goal with Carolina.  

But from there maybe things caught up to the Canes, with 
Carolina seemingly entering cruise control and New Jersey 

bringing the game to the Canes. It paid off on the scoreboard 
late in the period, as Bastian got a super friendly bounce off 
the end boards and batted it in to make it 2-1.  

Less than two minutes later Bastian struck again to tie the 
game, redirecting one from the net front.  

Leivo came out in the second period and scored his first of 
the season, making a fantastic play to collect the puck on the 
blue line and skate in to roof one.  

New Jersey tied it at 3-3 as a big rebound off LaFontaine 
was collected by McLeod and put in the net. The Devils 
made it 4-3 on a well-executed odd-man rush, as the Canes 
played some slipshod defense and left Johnsson completely 
alone to snipe one past LaFontaine.  

After an empty power play, the Hurricanes tied things back 
up at 4-4 as Derek Stepan and Skjei linked up for a lovely 
little goal.  

But then New Jersey scored once again, making it 5-4 with 
its third goal of the period from Bratt, who got the puck and 
laced it past LaFontaine after the Canes failed to clear the 
puck from the defensive zone.  

Rod Brind’Amour stuck with LaFontaine for the third period 
and he settled in a bit, making some good stops early on in 
the period.  

The Canes went on a push and started threatening a tying 
goal, but had that derailed after Ian Cole took his second 
penalty of the game. The Devils went to the power play and 
converted, as Hughes sniped one past LaFontaine to make it 
6-4.  

The Devils made it 7-4 a minute later, with LaFontaine giving 
up the near post that was hit by Dawson Mercer. The 
rebound went to Zacha, who scored.  

The Hurricanes have the next two days off before returning 
home Tuesday for a meeting with the Vegas Golden Knights. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Leivo, Skjei on loss to Devils 

The Canes fell to the Devils 7-4 Saturday night up in New 
Jersey. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

It was a bad night for the Carolina Hurricanes Saturday in 
New Jersey, as the Canes fell to the Devils 7-4 on the road.  

Carolina took an early 2-0 lead, and led 3-2 in the second 
period, but couldn’t keep the Devils out of its net. Jack 
LaFontaine made his first career start in goal for the 
Hurricanes and it didn’t go well, with the Devils putting seven 
past the rookie.  

Following the loss, Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his assessment of the game: Not good. I didn’t like it.  

On if there’s any positives to take away: We had a couple 
guys play pretty well, but not 20, which is what you need. 
Give them credit. They played hard and did what they 
wanted to do. I didn’t think we did much of anything.  

On what changed after the good start: Well, we were 
fortunate to be up two, I thought. We got a lucky bounce. We 
just weren’t sharp. We had a couple that were good, but 
when you’re off a little bit that’s what it looks like.  

On what he says to LaFontaine after a game like this: Their 
goals were real goals. We gave up 40 shots. That’s not going 
to win games. I hate that that’s how that went for him. But 
we’ll get a plan for him. That’s part of it. But the group in front 
of him wasn’t good enough. 

On when he found out Martin Necas would play: He got 
cleared this morning right before we got on the plane. So, 
that’s when I knew.  

Josh Leivo 

On his goal: It was a puck up the wall from [Tony] DeAngelo 
and then [Jesperi Kotkaniemi] chipped it. I was fortunate to 
have speed and make a nice little chip shot over the goalie.  

On getting his first goal of the year: Yeah. Obviously not the 
way, I would hope we would win, but it’s nice to get that out 
of the way.  

On having the back-to-back with the weird travel situation: 
It’s the NHL. There’s no excuse. We know we’re a good 
team. We just didn’t come out with our best effort. We’ve got 
to get back to work here and know as a group that that’s 
unacceptable.  

On how you encourage a young goalie when they have a 
tough one: It’s the NHL. There’s a lot of good players out 
there. He’s coming from college. He made a lot of saves still. 
I think they had 40 shots. He’s got to keep his head high. It 
wasn’t his fault. I don’t think our team played the greatest. 
The way we can play, I think he would have had a better 
outcome. He’s got to keep his head high. He’s got a lot of 
hockey left. 

Brady Skjei 

On his assessment of the game: It definitely wasn’t the way 
we wanted to play. It’s not our game. Our game is getting 
pucks behind their defensemen and making it hard on them. 
We’ve got to learn from this, but everyone in the locker room 
knows that’s not the way we play. 

On LaFontaine: We didn’t help him out at all. We left him out 
to dry on a few of those. It’s tough. His first game, but we’ll 
be there to support him. We know he’s a good goalie, and 
he’ll bounce back from this. 

On if it’s easy to lose track of the game a bit when you may 
be pressing to help a young goalie: I don’t think so. I think 
the way we are used to playing, we don’t give up many 
chances. It doesn’t mater who is in net. We feel comfort. The 
way that we play, usually it’s very aggressive. We just didn’t 
have it tonight. We’ll have to move on from this.
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Canes fall flat in New Jersey, LaFontaine struggles in first NHL start  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

You can’t expect to win a hockey game when you give up 
seven goals. 

The Carolina Hurricanes discovered this harsh truth on 
Saturday, Jan. 22 when they got smacked by the New 
Jersey Devils in a 7-4 defeat in Newark, New Jersey. 
Goaltender Jack LaFontaine was not stellar by any means, 
but a poor effort by the skaters in front of him ensured that 
he was not wholly to blame for the loss. 

The Canes (27-9-2) actually got off to a great start in 
LaFontaine’s first NHL start, jumping out to a quick 2-0 lead 
over the Devils (15-19-5) in the first six minutes. Right wing 
Andrei Svechnikov sniped in the game-opener just 2:20 into 
the first period, followed by a goal by defenseman Ian Cole a 
little over three minutes later. 

However, New Jersey ultimately wreaked havoc on 
LaFontaine’s net, capitalizing on a lackluster defensive effort 
by Carolina and several rebound chances off of the 
unpolished rookie netminder. The Hurricanes managed to 
wrestle back a 3-2 lead thanks to left wing Josh Leivo’s first 
goal in a Carolina sweater, but by the end of the second 
period, Canes had relinquished a 5-4 lead to the Devils. 

“We just weren't sharp,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“It's hard to find 20 guys or a couple of guys that were good. 
We had a couple but when you’re off a little bit that's what it 
looks like.” 

After a very shaky first 40 minutes by LaFontaine, the rookie 
managed to pull himself together at the start of the third 
period, looking cool and collected while making a handful of 
saves to keep his team in the game. A Canes comeback 
simply was not in the cards, however, as an untimely penalty 
by Cole led to a power-play goal by Jack Hughes that put the 
game out of reach for Carolina. 

LaFontaine’s goals against average now stands at an 
appalling 7.20, but in addition to an extremely small sample 
size of just under 75 minutes of ice time, the newby has 
frequently been left out to dry by his defense. 

“We kind of left him out to dry on a few of those,” said 
defenseman Brady Skjei. “It's tough, obviously his first game. 
But we'll be there to support him. We know he's a good 
goalie and he'll bounce back from this.” 

A final goal by the Devils’ Pavel Zacha finalized the scoreline 
at 7-4. Even when considering a delayed flight from RDU 
after a 6-3 win over the New York Rangers a night prior, the 
result in Newark fell far short of what Carolina had hoped. 

“It’s the NHL, there's no excuse,” Leivo said. “We know we're 
a good team, we just didn't come out with our best effort. We 
gotta get back to work here. As a group, that's 
unacceptable.” 

The Hurricanes will return to PNC Arena to host a Western 
Conference visitor in the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday, 
Jan. 25. Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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Wolves battle in frigid Winnipeg 

Joey Keane's goal with 1:39 left in regulation forces overtime  

The Chicago Wolves rallied from a two-goal deficit to force 
overtime, but Evan Polei scored 1:18 into extra time to give 
the Manitoba Moose a 4-3 victory Saturday afternoon at 
Canada Life Centre. 

Forwards Andrew Poturalski and Maxim Letunov and 
defenseman Joey Keane scored for the Wolves (24-6-3-1), 
who maintained the best record in the Western Conference 
despite playing without two of the AHL’s top four scorers. 

Stefan Noesen (37 points) was recalled from loan Friday by 
the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes while CJ Smith (36 points) 
missed the game due to illness. 

Manitoba (21-10-2-1), which pulled within seven points of the 
Wolves in the Central Division race, took the lead at 10:22 of 
the first when forward Thomas Caron picked the top right 
corner with a wrister from the top of the left circle. 

The Moose boosted their lead to 2-0 at 12:21 as they swiped 
a pass behind the net and Bobby Lynch took advantage 
when goaltender Dylan Wells couldn’t get reestablished in 
the net. 

Poturalski answered at 13:05 as David Gust battled to win a 
puck along the right half-wall and found Poturalski open in 
the high slot. The Wolves captain took a half-second to 
gather the puck and snapped it past Manitoba’s Evan 
Cormier for his league-leading 19th goal this season. 

Manitoba regained a two-goal lead late in the first period as 
Lynch swiped the puck in the neutral zone, slalomed his way 
to the bottom of the right circle and flicked the puck between 
Wells’ skates. 

Letunov pulled the Wolves within 3-2 at 5:01 of the second 
as he scored five seconds before the end of the game’s first 
power play. Defensemen Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie 
pinched at the left half-wall to keep the puck in the offensive 
zone and Chatfield fed it to Letunov along the goal line. He 
pull-and-dragged past a defenseman to move to the front of 
the net and slide the puck through Cormier’s five-hole. 

The Wolves pulled Wells with two minutes left to get an extra 
attacker on the ice, which paid off shortly after head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky used the team’s timeout. After Gust 
scrapped to win the puck along the half-wall, Keane took a 
pass from Letunov and whipped a wrister from the left point 
that pinged through traffic and for a 3-3 knot with 1:39 left in 
regulation. 

Manitoba picked up the game-winner 1:18 into overtime 
when Polei raced down the right wing, slashed toward the 
middle and wrapped a shot around Wells’ outstretched stick. 

Cormier (4-1-2) finished with 36 saves while Wells (0-0-1) 
stopped 23 shots in his Wolves debut. Chicago did not 
commit a penalty for just the fifth time in the team’s 28-year 
history. 

The Wolves complete their five-game road trip at 2 p.m. 
Sunday against Manitoba. They return to Allstate Arena for 
big home games on Jan. 26, 28 and 29 — and the Wolves 
are honoring health care workers by offering two free tickets 
to any of these three games. To request tickets, click here or 
contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257621568.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/lafontaine-ready-and-waiting-on-his-moment/c-330058168 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-lafontaines-first-start-spoiled-by-new-jersey/c-330075200 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-jersey-devils-game-recap/c-329860452 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-brady-skjei-josh-leivo-ian-cole-18338ef590e5d8ad53f4db1f94fadea3 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/22/22896928/canes-defense-goaltending-falters-in-high-scoring-loss-to-devils 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/22/22897058/they-said-it-brindamour-leivo-skjei-on-loss-to-devils 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-fall-flat-in-new-jersey-lafontaine-struggles-in-first-nhl-start/article_660a2688-7bfe-11ec-bed7-
a31559d2064e.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/22/wolves-battle-in-frigid-winnipeg/ 
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Canes have Devil of a time in New Jersey: Five takeaways from 
Carolina’s road loss 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 22, 2022 10:15 PM 

 

A night after beating the New York Rangers, the Carolina Hurricanes 
could not handle the New Jersey Devils, losing the road game 7-4 at the 
Prudential Center. 

The Devils fell behind 2-0 in the first period and trailed 3-2 in the second, 
but then overwhelmed the Canes, who were playing the second game of 
a back-to-back set. Carolina (27-9-2) dropped back to second place in 
the Metropolitan Division as the Rangers won Saturday to reclaim first. 

“We had a couple of guys play pretty well but not 20, which is what you 
need,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Give them credit. They 
played hard and did what they wanted to do and I didn’t think we did 
much of anything.” 

Five takeaways from the Metropolitan Division game: 

▪ When Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked Saturday about a 
starting goalie, he said simply, “The kid.” Meaning Jack LaFontaine. 

This was why LaFontaine signed with the Canes and left the University of 
Minnesota this season: for an early taste of the NHL. He got a first look 
Jan. 13 against Columbus, relieving starter Frederik Andersen and giving 
up two goals in the 6-0 loss. 

That was his NHL debut, but Saturday was different. He was starting his 
first NHL game and the Canes gave him two early goals and a 2-0 lead in 
the first period that Carolina could not hold. LaFontaine would allow 
seven goals on 38 shots in taking his first NHL loss, undone by a few bad 
bounces, some well-placed shots by the Devils and some loose 
defensive play. 

“I hate how that went for him ... but the group in front of him wasn’t good 
enough,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Devils went with goalie Jon Gillies, who had some shaky moments in 
his fourth game of the season but earned his first win with 28 saves. 

▪ Getting Martin Necas back for Saturday’s game was an unexpected 
twist. The Canes winger was placed in the NHL COVID protocol on 
Monday. Brind’Amour said he learned Saturday morning that Necas had 
been medically cleared to return to play. 

Necas played while Teuvo Teravainen was held out following his lower-
body injury Friday against the Rangers. Necas rejoined Vincent 
Trocheck’s line opposite Andrei Svechnikov and assisted on Ian Cole’s 
first-period goal. 

Forward Josh Leivo, in the lineup for a second straight game, scored his 
first goal with the Canes with a power move in the second period for a 3-
2 lead. Leivo and Svechnikov each had a goal and assist, Svechnikov 
ripping a sharp-angle shot past Gillies for the Canes’ first goal. 
Defenseman Brady Skjei also scored for Carolina in the second. 

Brind’Amour indicated Saturday that Teravainen’s injury was not serious. 

▪ The Canes dominated the Boston Bruins and then outfought the New 
York Rangers this week, only to lose to the Devils. The Canes also have 
losses this season to the Seattle Kraken, Vancouver Canucks and a 
struggling Ottawa Senators team, plus the 6-0 beating by the Columbus 
Blue Jackets on Carolina’s first ESPN appearance. 

It’s easy to say the Canes have played up and down to the competition, 
and it’s not the kind of trend they want to continue. The game Saturday 
was the second of a back-to-back with a rookie goalie in net, but one the 
Canes, a good road team this season, expected to win. 

“Everyone in our locker room knows it’s not the way we play,” Skjei said. 
“The way that we play is usually very aggressive. It didn’t happen 
tonight.” 

▪ It was the first time this season the Canes had a back-to-back set that 
involved travel from Raleigh for the second game and was anything but 
routine. Snowy weather on Friday scratched their planned team flight and 
forced a Saturday departure, the Canes landing in Newark, New Jersey, 
a little before noon. 

Brind’Amour said the travel change was “not ideal.” But in a season when 
the Canes have had most of the roster deal with COVID-19 — Jordan 
Martinook is still in the protocol — and seven games postponed, 
Brind’Amour said it was another example of having to expect the 
unexpected. 

▪ No Dougie Hamilton this game. The Canes and Devils played for the 
first time this season and New Jersey was without the former Canes 
defenseman, the Devils’ biggest offseason catch after signing him to a 
seven-year, $63 million contract. 

Hamilton suffered a broken jaw Jan. 2 when hit in the face by a puck in 
the game against the Washington Capitals. He required surgery and has 
been on injured reserve. 

For those who like to compare Hamilton with his replacement with the 
Canes, defenseman Tony DeAngelo, Hamilton has seven goals and 13 
assists in 30 games and DeAngelo seven goals and 25 assists in 31 
games. 
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Golden Knights look for more consistency in 2nd half of season 

By Ben Gotz Las Vegas Review-Journal 

January 22, 2022 - 4:01 PM 
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The first half of the Golden Knights’ season ended in all too fitting 
fashion. 

Captain Mark Stone was declared out before Thursday’s game because 
of COVID-19 protocol. Defenseman Zach Whitecloud was a late scratch 
after warmups because of an upper-body injury. 

Injuries and absences have led to a staggering lack of consistency that 
has kept a preseason Stanley Cup favorite from taking off. The Knights, 
41 games into their season, are 13th in the NHL in points percentage. 
But they remain atop the Pacific Division standings and are still in 
position to accomplish their goals in the second half. 

“I don’t think we’ve played once yet with the full roster,” left wing William 
Carrier said. “But everyone’s dealing with that kind of issue. It’s going to 
be the same for the rest of the year. I like where our game’s at overall. A 
lot of guys have been stepping up when guys go out with injuries or 
COVID. We like where we are, but we still have a lot of work to do before 
the playoffs.” 

Carrier is right. The forward lines and defense pairings the Knights 
started training camp with haven’t been used once this season. There 
always has been someone out of the lineup because of an injury, 
COVID-19 protocol or another reason. 

The team has long surpassed last season’s total of 121 man-games lost. 
It should easily double it at 202 and counting. Key players have been the 
ones missing time, too. 

Stone, last season’s leading scorer, has missed 18 games. Max 
Pacioretty, last season’s leading goal scorer, has missed 25. Alec 
Martinez, the second-highest paid defenseman on the team, has been 
out 30. 

Stone (one), Pacioretty (eight) and Martinez (three) combined to miss 12 
games last season when the team finished tied for the most points in the 
NHL. 

“For any good team, you have to face adversity at some point during the 
season,” right wing Keegan Kolesar said. “We’ve found ways to win, so 
we know we have the ability to win games, even when we’re down. Over 
the course of the season, as we start getting guys back, we’re ready to 
go.” 

The Knights’ depth and coaching have kept them afloat. They’re sixth in 
the NHL in goals per game (3.46) despite never having their full arsenal. 

The first half has still produced questions, however. 

The Knights have gone from first in goals allowed per game in 2021 to 
19th this season. Their penalty kill has slipped from first to a tie for 22nd. 

The team’s defensive-zone coverage hasn’t always been tight with 
Martinez, Whitecloud and defenseman Nic Hague missing time. The 
Knights also could use a few more saves. 

Marc-Andre Fleury won the Vezina Trophy last season and combined 
with Robin Lehner to win the Jennings Trophy for fewest goals allowed. 
The Knights broke up the tandem in the offseason by trading Fleury to 
better allocate salary cap space across their roster. 

It has led to a notable decline in production in net. The Knights went from 
having the second-best team save percentage in the NHL last season 
(.920) to the 23rd-best this season (.898). 

Their .849 save percentage on the penalty kill, compared with .899 in 
2021, is a major factor in the unit’s decline. 

“Our goaltending was exceptional early in the season when we needed it 
to be,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “We were outplayed a lot of nights. The 
ice was tilted a lot of nights. As we’ve gotten healthier, our game has 
tightened up a little bit. Everybody’s got to be better. The bar for 
everybody in the second half is higher.” 

Lehner and backup Laurent Brossoit rebounding in the second half would 
go a long way toward the Knights finishing the season better than they 
started. So would getting some of their best players back in the lineup. 

It hasn’t been an ideal start, but it’s still one the team is pleased with. 

“Overall, it’s been a good first half,” center William Karlsson said. “Credit 
to the guys who had to play when everyone was injured and taking us to 
a good spot, to where we’re at today.” 
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Golden Knights’ offense is clicking, defense has room for improvement at 
halfway point 

 

By Jesse Granger 

 Jan 22, 2022   

 

The Golden Knights have reached the midway point of the 2021-22 
season with a record of 24-15-2. 

It’s good enough for first place in the Pacific Division, where Vegas has 
built up a five-point cushion over the Los Angeles Kings and a three-point 
lead over the Anaheim Ducks. That’s quite the feat, considering the 
injuries the Golden Knights have dealt with over the first four months of 
the season, but it’s also a bit misleading in terms of Vegas’ place in the 
entire NHL. 

The Golden Knights’ .610 points percentage ranks 11th leaguewide and 
fifth in the Western Conference behind Colorado (.750), Minnesota 
(.671), St. Louis (.654) and Nashville (.631). 

Now that Vegas has played exactly half of its regular-season games, it’s 
a good time to analyze how the team stacks up against the rest of the 
NHL. To do that we’ll examine the Golden Knights team statistics on 
offense, defense, special teams and some miscellaneous stats as well. 

Offense is a great place to start, considering the Golden Knights have 
been one of the highest-scoring teams in the NHL all season. 

The Golden Knights’ offensive pace has been impressive this season, 
and it’s even more remarkable considering the high-end offensive 
weapons they’ve been without because of injury. 

Through 41 games, this is the highest-scoring Golden Knights team in 
franchise history at 3.46 goals per game. That’s with leading-scorer Max 
Pacioretty playing in only 16 games and Mark Stone playing in only 23. 

Jonathan Marchessault has picked up the slack, scoring an impressive 
19 goals in 36 games. He’s on pace to score 38 goals this season, which 
would fly past his previous career high of 30 goals with Florida in 2016-
17. 

“Marchy scores big goals, in timely moments,” coach Pete DeBoer said 
after Marchessault scored the score-tying goal in Thursday’s overtime 
win over Montreal. “That’s been his M.O. his whole career.” 

Chandler Stephenson has also elevated his play considerably, even 
without his usual linemates. The 27-year-old centerman leads Vegas, 
and is 25th in the NHL, with 38 points. He uses his speed to create time 
and space for himself and others and has 26 assists on the season — 
five more than the next-closest Golden Knight. 

They’ve also received contributions from forwards down the lineup, like 
Nic Roy who has already set new career highs in goals (8) and points 
(21). 
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And it doesn’t hurt that Vegas has one of the highest-scoring blue lines in 
all of hockey. Shea Theodore ranks 10th among defensemen leaguewide 
with 29 points, and Alex Pietrangelo is right behind him with 26. The 
Golden Knights are one of only three teams with two defensemen in the 
top 15 in scoring, along with Colorado (Cale Makar and Devon Toews) 
and San Jose (Brent Burns and Erik Karlsson). 

Vegas has always been a volume-shooting team, and that hasn’t 
changed in 2021-22. The Golden Knights attempt the third-most shots 
per 60 minutes at 61.42 and generate the fifth-most shots on goal (33.87) 
and expected goals (2.99) per 60 minutes at even strength. 

Though Vegas has weathered the injury storm well offensively, the same 
can’t be said for the team’s defensive statistics. The Golden Knights 
allowed the fewest goals in the NHL last season, but the 2021-22 season 
has been a different story. 

The only area of defensive metrics the Golden Knights rank in the top 10 
in are shots allowed. But though Vegas has done a good enough job of 
limiting shot volume for the opposition, the chances it has allowed have 
been very high quality. 

That’s led to the Golden Knights allowing the 11th-most scoring chances 
and 10th-most expected goals of any team in the league. It’s been a 
long-term issue for Vegas, dating to even the days when Gerard Gallant 
was coach. The team doesn’t give up much defensively, but when it does 
allow a chance, it’s a dangerous one. 

When we spoke with several players during the last homestand, they 
seem to believe the poor defensive numbers are more so a product of 
their lack of puck management than the actual defending itself. Vegas 
ranks 19th in the NHL with 8.06 giveaways per game. For a team with as 
much offensive skill as the Golden Knights, that number must improve in 
the second half of the season. Fewer turnovers will lead to fewer 
chances in transition for the opposing team. 

The other main area of concern for the Golden Knights defensively is 
directly in front of their net, where DeBoer feels the team has been too 
soft at times. According to MoneyPuck, Vegas has allowed 81 rebound 
shots against this season. Based on the shots allowed, Vegas should 
have allowed only 63.71 expected rebounds, meaning the Golden 
Knights have allowed 17.29 rebound attempts above expected, which is 
obviously not a good thing. 

That is likely a product of Vegas’ soft play around the net. Missing two 
anchors on defense in Alec Martinez and Nic Hague contributes to that, 
but players like Pietrangelo, Theodore and Brayden McNabb should be 
able to clear out the front of the net as well. 

Another factor in the excessive amount of rebound attempts allowed 
could also be the goaltending. Vegas’ lowest-ranking defensive metric is 
save percentage, in which the Golden Knights rank in the bottom seven 
leaguewide at .907. Robin Lehner began the season playing fantastic 
hockey, often holding Vegas in games it had no business being 
competitive in. But as the season has progressed, Lehner’s play has 
faded. In his last 15 starts, Lehner has allowed 44 goals against with a 
.887 save percentage. 

Laurent Brossoit hasn’t helped the team’s overall goaltending statistics 
with his .900 save percentage. Both of Vegas’ goalies have a negative 
goals saved above average for the season (Lehner at minus-5.2 and 
Brossoit at minus-3.2). 

Sometimes that’s just the nature of the position. Goalies often go through 
highs and lows, especially statistically. Eventually they tend to even out, 
and though Lehner is going through a tough stretch, his career numbers 
suggest he’s more than capable of bouncing back to the high-level 
goaltending Vegas needs from him down the stretch and into the 
postseason. 

Looking at the offensive and defensive statistics on their own is helpful, 
but sometimes combining the two into a “share stat” is the best way to 
analyze a team’s overall performance. What percentage are the Golden 
Knights holding in each category? 

As they have over the past several seasons, the Golden Knights are 
controlling the bulk of possession, shots and chances in their games. 
These numbers have gotten progressively better as the season has gone 
along after a rough start, suggesting Vegas is rounding back into form as 
a possession-dominant team. 

There’s still room for improvement, as the Golden Knights are 
accustomed to being in the top five, or even top three, in most of these 
categories. But to this point, considering all of the injuries, these numbers 
are very good. 

Would anyone have believed me if one month into the season I told you 
the Golden Knights’ power play would be twice as good as their penalty 
kill at the midway point? Oddly enough, that’s exactly what has happened 
as Vegas’ power play has caught fire and the penalty killing has 
remained below league average. 

After starting the season without scoring on 19 straight power plays, the 
Golden Knights have finally found their stride with the man advantage. 
Since Dec. 1, Vegas has scored 18 goals on 58 power plays. That 
conversion rate of 32 percent ranks third in the league over that span, 
behind only Toronto and Carolina. 

Vegas’ penalty kill went through a rough stretch in December when it 
allowed 12 power-play goals in only 11 games, but it has since recovered 
and allowed only two in the last six games. 

The Golden Knights tweaked their neutral zone scheme slightly this 
season with the hope of forcing more turnovers to feed into their 
transition offense, and it has worked. Vegas averages the second-most 
takeaways per 60 minutes at even strength this season, and that’s 
without having a fully healthy Stone for long stretches. Individually, Stone 
leads the league with 5.36 takeaways per 60 minutes on his own. 

Another statistic the Golden Knights have dominated is blocked shots. 
They have lain in front of the second-most shots in the league at the 
midway point, which is even more impressive because they’ve done it 
without Martinez, who led the league in blocks a year ago. McNabb has 
stepped up majorly in Martinez’s absence, blocking a league-leading 105 
shots. 

Vegas’ hits per 60 minutes have dropped considerably since losing Ryan 
Reaves this offseason. But that statistic can be misleading. It’s not a stat 
you necessarily want to lead in, because teams that hit the most 
generally have the puck the least. When you’re controlling the puck, you 
aren’t hitting the opposition, and that’s a major reason Vegas is near the 
bottom of the league. Ottawa, for example, leads the entire NHL in hits, 
and it hasn’t exactly led to winning hockey. 

Overall the Golden Knights are in a good position through 41 games. 
There are obvious areas in which they need to improve in the second half 
of the season, and a healthier lineup should help. If the defense can 
round into form, and the offense can remain as potent as it has been to 
this point, Vegas will be dangerous when the postseason arrives. 
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Ottawa Senators blow two-goal lead in third to Capitals before losing in 
OT 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Jan 22, 2022 

 

The Ottawa Senators let one slip away Saturday night. 
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After watching a two-goal lead evaporate, the Senators dropped a 3-2 
overtime decision to the Washington Capitals at the Capital One Arena. 

The Senators have lost 10 straight to the Capitals and this one must 
have hurt a lot after Josh Norris gave the puck away in OT and Nicklas 
Backstrom beat Matt Murray with a backhander at 1:13 to seal the 
victory. 

It’s too bad because the Senators deserved a better fate in this one. 

Zach Sanford and Thomas Chabot did the scoring for the Senators on 
Washington goalie Vitek Vanecek. Ottawa had a strong effort and, 
despite letting the lead slip away in the third, they were solid. 

Murray gave the Senators a chance to win and that’s the kind of 
goaltending they need on a nightly basis. He could do nothing on 
Backstrom’s goal. 

The Senators came into this without a victory in Washington since Jan. 
21, 2014. Since then, Ottawa has lost seven straight in the U.S. capital 
and the club’s last win against the Caps came Jan. 24, 2017, at the 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

Ahead 2-0 going into the third, Washington captain Alex Ovechkin served 
notice why he’s one of the most prolific goal scorers in league history by 
beating Murray twice to send it to overtime. 

The challenge was real. The Caps are loaded with offensive weapons 
and coach D.J. Smith didn’t want to get into a repeat of the club’s wild 7-
5 loss to Washington at home on Oct. 25. 

“Give them credit but at the same time we left Ovechkin open twice in the 
third period and he isn’t going to miss those,” said Ottawa coach D.J. 
Smith. 

“The first (goal) not so much, but the second one, you’ve got to take him 
away there. The overtime winner is a giveaway and that’s tough. 

“When you’re in Washington, they’re an elite team and you know they’re 
coming with a push. With the guys we have playing, you don’t like the 
way we gave up that point because we kind of gave up that one at the 
end.” 

Ovechkin’s second of the game at 9:43 of the third tied it up and erased 
Ottawa’s two-goal lead. He took a pass in front and went upstairs on 
Murray. Play continued because the officials didn’t see it go in, but the 
horn went to indicate it was a goal. 

The Capitals pulled to within a goal as Ovechkin got the Caps on the 
board at 1:39 of the third to cut Ottawa’s lead to 2-1. It was Ovechkin’s 
34th career goal in 50 games against the Senators and it came as he 
beat Murray from in front on the glove side. 

Murray returned after missing two starts with because of illness. This was 
his first start since the club’s 6-4 victory over the Edmonton Oilers last 
Saturday night and the Senators are hopeful they can get him into a 
groove. 

After winning both of his starts in Alberta, the Senators were happy to be 
able to turn back to Murray for this one. 

Through 40 minutes, he made some key stops as the Senators were 
outshot 21-13, but Ottawa did a good job trying to minimize the chances. 
Smith wanted to avoid a high-scoring affair and he was getting his wish. 

The Senators were disciplined and did a good job killing off the two 
power pay opportunities the Caps had through two periods. This was a 
physical affair and the Senators were up for the challenge. 

The Senators extended their lead to 2-0 before the first TV timeout of the 
second at 6:07. Going to the net, Sanford took a perfect backhand pass 
from Alex Formenton and beat Vanecek for his seventh of the season. 

“That’s tough. It’s been a big focus for us this year. We’re a young team 
trying to mature through close games and learning to close these games 

out,” said Sanford. “To have a two-goal lead and see it taken away is 
pretty tough for us. We’ve got to keep working on that.” 

Ahead 1-0 after 20 minutes, the Senators had every right to be pleased 
with the way they played opening frame. Outshot 5-3 by Caps, Murray 
didn’t even have to make a save until nearly 17 minutes into the game. 

That’s when Austin Watson was given a mysterious holding penalty by 
the officials. The Caps registered their first five shots of the game with 
that man advantage and Murray was solid when he had to be. 

Really, it couldn’t have gone much better than it did in that first for the 
Senators in this one against the Caps. Washington has so much 
firepower the fact they had only six shots was exactly what Ottawa 
wanted. 

“We had a good first two periods and just with a skilled team like that you 
can’t let your foot off the gas,” said Formenton. “There was a lot of good 
things we did and we can take those into our next game.” 

The Senators had no complaints about their start at all because they 
were able to get on the board early and looked like they were in control. 

Chabot fired a shot from the point that Vanecek never saw as it beat him 
stick side. That was Chabot’s second of the year, the 170th point of his 
career and his first in seven games as it may have changed direction on 
its way in. 

The Senators will close out this trip Sunday against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets at 6 p.m. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Washingon's Alex Ovechkin still leading the way for Caps 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Jan 22, 2022 

 

The Great Eight gets better with age. 

As the Ottawa Senators prepared to face the Washington Capitals at 
Capital One Arena on Saturday night, Senators head coach coach D.J. 
Smith jokingly didn’t even want to mention Alex Ovechkin’s name. 

The 36-year-old Caps superstar went into Saturday’s game with 27 goals 
and 29 assists for 56 points in 41 games this season. He had 757 goals 
and 821 assists for 1,378 points in 1,238 career games and still looked 
like an unstoppable force. 

He recently surpassed Mike Modano for 23rd in total points in National 
Hockey League history. 

Ovechkin went into Saturday’s contest fourth all-time in goals and 
needed only 10 goals to catch former NHL star Jaromir Jagr, who is third 
at 766. From there, Ovechkin will try to surpass the late Gordie Howe 
(801), and the ultimate goal, so to speak, is to beat Wayne Gretzky’ s all-
time record of 894. 

Ovechkin has a lot of work left, but he’s not showing any signs of slowing 
down and was just named the captain of the Metropolitan Division for the 
NHL all-star weekend next month in Las Vegas. 

He looks good, he feels great and he’s as strong as he’s ever been. 

“I’m still having fun,” Ovechkin told reporters in Washington on Saturday. 
“I just love the game. I’m enjoying being on the ice.” 
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The last time Ovechkin led the league in scoring at this stage of the 
season was March 2015, and that’s why some feel like he has turned 
back the clock. 

He’s just a force to be reckoned with nightly. 

“He’s a winner. He wants to win games,” Caps winger Tom Wilson said. 
“In big moments in games, he’s hungry and he wants to get the job done. 
He’s extremely competitive. You can feel it on the bench when he’s 
amping it up. 

“When the game is tight, you see him go out there and he’s flying, he 
wants to end the game. He’s got that killer instinct. That’s what makes 
him who he is in all those different situations. He’s our leader, he drives 
the bus every single game and it’s not easy to play 82 games the way 
that he does, with the thousands of hits he has and flying around scoring 
goals. 

“He does it every night. It’s very impressive. You feel that as a teammate 
and it’s contagious. You want to be right there with him and you don’t 
want to let him down.” 

As captain, Ovechkin leads by example. 

“The year he’s having this year shouldn’t completely catch people off-
guard because he’s made a living scoring goals,” Washington head 
coach Peter Laviolette said. “He’s been a leader and helping this 
franchise maintain a really good level of play. 

“He’s experienced a lot of success and he’s been at the forefront of that. 
He’s a guy that’s made the most out of year that he’s had. They may not 
all be career years but the organization and the team remains 
successful.” 

No active player has scored more goals against Ottawa than Ovechkin. 

That was why Smith didn’t think there was any need to remind his 
players they had to be aware. Ovechkin went into the game with 33 goals 
and 20 assists for 53 points in 49 career games against Ottawa. 

“We know, just like everyone does, you’ve got to try to limit his time and 
space,” Smith said. “You can’t take penalties. For years, you go to 
Washington and you take penalties and you’re going to have a really 
hard time winning. We’re aware of what their top guys can do.” 

TAKING NOTICE 

Senators centre Josh Norris already has a career-high 18 goals. He 
finished with 17 in 56 games last season, but has bypassed that total 
after scoring twice in Pittsburgh on Thursday. 

“It wasn’t really a goal of mine to have more goals than last season in a 
certain number of games,” Norris said. “That just comes along with 
putting in the work and getting the chance to play with good players. I’m 
just trying to be in good spots and be consistent. 

“Is it nice to get over that number from last year? Sure it is, but I have a 
lot higher standards than that and I just want to keep pushing and 
growing as player. There’s a ton of room left to grow and I just want to 
keep getting better.” 

Norris handled the matchup of playing against Sidney Crosby in 
Pittsburgh well  even though the Senators lost 6-4, and he’ll only get 
better with linemates Drake Batherson and captain Brady Tkachuk as 
they continue to mature. 

“In order to be one of the best lines in the league, you have to be 
consistent,” Smith said. “On any given night they can do that, and they’ve 
done it against some of the best teams in the league, and they did a 
great job against Pittsburgh. 

“There’s more and more stretches of that (consistency), but, in time, I 
truly believe they have all the elements to do that with centre that can 
score and with faceoffs, the toughness of Brady and his net-front 
presence and the playing ability of Drake Batherson.” 

THE LAST WORDS 

The Senators didn’t make any lineup changes to start Saturday’s game. 
That meant winger Tyler Ennis was scratched for the second straight 
game and defenceman Victor Mete sat out his fifth in a row. In Mete’s 
case, he has lost his spot because of the solid play of Erik Brannstrom  
… Goaltender Anton Forsberg , pulled after allowing two goals on eight 
shots Thursday in Pittsburgh, dressed as the backup for Matt Murray on 
Saturday. 
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GAME NIGHT: Senators at Capitals 
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The Washington Capitals were ranked No. 7 overall in the National 
Hockey League going into Friday’s action, so this is another tough task 
for the Senators. Ottawa hasn’t won a regular-season game in 
Washington since Jan. 21, 2014. Netminder Craig Anderson recorded 
the shutout in a 2-0 victory, while Jason Spezza and Kyle Turris chipped 
in with goals. There’s no better time for the Senators to end their eight-
game losing streak in Washington. 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE CAPS 

The Senators have no hope if they can’t stop “The Great Eight.” That’s 
been easier said than for Ottawa. Alexander Ovechkin has 33 goals and 
20 assists for 53 points in 49 career games against the Senators. “I don’t 
even like talking about him because, every time we talk about him, he 
scores another two or three goals against us,” Senators head coach D.J. 
Smith says. “It’s amazing what he does. It’s like he doesn’t even age. He 
continues to shoot and he’s big and strong.” 

The Caps scored a 7-5 victory over the Senators at the Canadian Tire 
Centre on Oct. 25. T.J. Oshie led the way with a hat-trick for Washington 
while Ovechkin chipped in with two goals. Anton Forsberg started that 
game in net for Ottawa, but was pulled after giving up three goals on 14 
shots, so Filip Gustavsson came in. You can probably expect Matt 
Murray to make the start for the Senators in this one. 

The Caps are coming off a 4-3 loss to the Boston Bruins at home. 
Washington went 0-for-4 on the power play and it’s shocking to see the 
Capitals ranked No. 21 among the 32 NHL teams with the man 
advantage given all the offensive talent they have. Washington had only 
17 shots against the Bruins, and the best bet for the Senators is to limit 
their chances in the same fashion. Easier said than done. 
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Devils bounce back from disappointing loss, top division-leading 
Hurricanes with 7-4 win 

 

Robert Aitken Jr., NorthJersey.com 
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The Devils were frustrated about letting a game get away from them 
earlier in the week, dropping a game to the lowly Arizona Coyotes. Their 
first game back on the ice came Saturday night at Prudential Center 
against the Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes. 

Despite a slow start, the Devils responded for their failures earlier this 
week, tying a season high with seven goals in a 7-4 win at home. 

"We're pretty hard on ourselves as a group and it's tough to battle back," 
said Nate Bastian, who fueled the initial Devils comeback. "To come out 
of the first period even and then put the game away ourselves the rest of 
the night was really good to see." 

The Hurricanes entered the night as one of the league's best teams, 
especially when playing with an early lead. Prior to Saturday night, 
Carolina was 17-1-2 when scoring the game's first goal. The Hurricanes 
scored the first two goals in Newark, but still suffered their second loss in 
regulation when striking first. 

"If we get down, we have always found ways to get back," said head 
coach Lindy Ruff. "They got mad at each other on a few plays, then they 
got determined. We fought back and I thought after the game was 2-0, 
we were the better team." 

Carolina jumped out to a quick 2-0 lead within the opening six minutes of 
the game on goals by Andrei Svechnikov and Ian Cole. The Devils, 
however, climbed back into the game to finish the period with a tie game. 
A pair of Bastian goals that were a minute and 40 seconds apart tied the 
game at two at the first intermission. 

"We showed some character after we got those two goals early and 
found a way," said Nico Hischier. "We were a little pissed off at the 
beginning, but found a way to bounce back." 

The lead would be traded back and forth in the second period as Josh 
Leivo's first goal of the year put the Hurricanes back ahead. Michael 
McLeod answered for New Jersey to tie the game at three only for the 
Devils to take their first lead less than three minutes later. 

Johnsson's first goal in 18 games gave the Devils a 4-3 second period 
lead. Brady Skjei would tie things once again with his sixth goal of the 
season, but Jesper Bratt's team-leading 11th goal of the year gave the 
Devils a 5-4 lead after two periods. 

"I've been trying to not be too frustrated because I feel like I have been 
creating a lot of chances with shooting or with passes," said Johnsson. 
"So, I'm just trying to stick with it. Earlier in my career, there are going to 
be those stretches sometimes. I feel like I'm not too frustrated, but it's 
always nice to get a goal." 

In the third period, the Devils went on a power play and scored against 
one of the league's top penalty killing unit. A Jack Hughes goal, his 10th 
of the season, padded the Devils lead, only for it to expand further on 
Pavel Zacha's goal 64 seconds later. 

Jon Gillies started in goal for the Devils for the third time this season and 
had some rough sledding with 28 saves on the night. Gillies earned his 
first win in net as a member of the Devils on Saturday, his 28th birthday. 

"Part of the reason he played tonight was that I thought his puck play 
would help us against their forecheck," said Ruff. "I thought his puck play, 
helping us break out, playing the puck behind the net was exceptional." 

Saturday's matchup with the Hurricanes was circled before the season as 
the first time Devils defenseman Dougie Hamilton would have faced his 
former team. However, Hamilton is not back on the ice following a broken 
jaw suffered after being hit with a puck on Jan. 2 against the Washington 
Capitals. Saturday provided a rare update to Hamilton's recovery as the 
former All-Star is 16 days removed from surgery on his jaw. 

Ruff indicated that Hamilton has begun skating with the team's skills 
coach and that the team now views his status as week-to-week. 

"We're just going to evaluate him week to week right now, but it's great to 
see he's progressing," said Ruff. "But it's still been a short period for 
him." 

Though it was a different injury, the Devils dealt with a puck striking Nico 
Hischier's face during a game last season. Hischier suffered a sinus 
injury that required surgery and the Devils captain was able to return to 
the ice after 45 days. 
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Devils’ offense puts on show in win over Hurricanes 

 

By Associated Press, January 22, 2022 10:13pm  Updated 

 

Jesper Bratt scored the tiebreaking goal late in the second period and the 
New Jersey Devils rallied to beat the Carolina Hurricanes 7-4 Saturday 
night at Prudential Center in Newark. 

Nathan Bastian scored twice, Andreas Johnsson had a goal and two 
assists, Michael McLeod and Pavel Zacha each added a goal and an 
assist and Jack Hughes also scored for New Jersey, which snapped a 
three-game skid. Ryan Graves had three assists and Dawson Mercer 
added two. 

Jon Gillies finished with 31 saves while filling in for Mackenzie Blackwood 
to pick up his first win in four games since being acquired from the St. 
Louis in December. 

“He gave us some saves. Obviously the start of the game probably 
wasn’t exactly what we wanted,” Devils coach Lindy Ruff said “I feel like 
his puck play is helping us break out getting the defense. Playing the 
puck in front of the net was exceptional. Would he want a few goals 
back? Yeah, he would want them, but outside of that, he made good 
saves at key times for us.” 

Andrei Svechnikov and Josh Leivo each had a goal and an assist for 
Carolina, and Ian Cole and Brady Skjei also scored. The Hurricanes 
snapped a three-game winning streak. 

Nathan Bastian accepts congratulations from Mackenzie Blackwood and 
his other teammates after scoring one of his two goals in the Devils’ 7-4 
win over the Hurricanes. 

Jack LaFontaine finished with 31 saves in his first career start — nine 
days after the former University of Minnesota goalie gave up two goals 
on three shots in his NHL debut. 

“This is the NHL, there’s a lot of good players out there,” Leivo said of 
LaFontaine’s play. “He’s coming from college. He made a lot of saves 
still. They had about 40 shots, so he’s just gotta keep his head high. It 
wasn’t his fault. I don’t think our team played the greatest. … The way we 
(typically) play, I think we would have had a better outcome. So he’s got 
to keep his head high. He’s got a lot of hockey ahead of him.” 

Bratt’s goal, his 11th of the season, with 1:41 left in the second gave New 
Jersey a 5-4 lead —- it’s second advantage of the game after it earlier 
trailed 2-0 and 3-2. 

After Cole was called for holding on Janne Kuokkanen, Hughes got his 
10th on a wrist shot on the power play with 7:09 left in the third to put the 
Devils up two. Zacha scored his 10th just over a minute later to make it 
7-4. 

Jesper Bratt (No. 63) celebrates after scoring a goal during the second 
period of the Devils’ win. 
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“We had a couple of guys play pretty well, but not 20, which is what we 
need,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Give them credit. They 
played hard. They do what they want to do. I don’t think we did much of 
anything.” 

Leivo got his first at 3:25 of the second to give Carolina a 3-2 lead before 
McLeod’s third tied it up again nearly 5 1/2 minutes later. 

Johnsson received a centering pass from Mercer and beat LaFontaine 
with 8:44 left in the middle period to give the Devils their first lead. 

Skjei tied it again with 4:26 remaining in the period. 

“Definitely wasn’t the way we wanted to play. It’s not our game. Just kind 
of never found it. Our game is getting pucks behind their defensemen 
and being hard on them,” Skjei said. “So we have to learn from this, but 
everyone in the locker room knows that’s not the way we play.” 

Svechnikov got the Hurricanes on the scoreboard first 2:20 into the game 
and Cole doubled the lead 3:24 later. 

Bastain scored twice 1:40 apart late in the opening period to tie it. His 
second of the night and eighth of the season came on a slap shot from 
inside the blue line and past LaFontaine. 

“Feels awesome. Especially coming back from two goals,” Bastian said. 
”Maybe we’ve seen in the past we get down two, we’re pretty hard on 
ourselves as a group and it’s tough to battle back and then kind of put the 
way to get away the game ourselves first, and I was really good to see.” 
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The Athletic / NHL style power rankings: Trenchies, cowboys, Willie 
O’Ree’s trademark fedora and more 

 

By Sara Civian  

Jan 22, 2022 

  

Happy Saturday, and welcome back to the NHL style power rankings. 

Did you know that Wayne Gretzky was, like, really really good? I just 
wanted to get ahead of the commenters who complain that this column 
doesn’t teach them anything about hockey. The Gretzky guy was pretty 
good, and he scored a lot of points — go use that one at trivia. 

For the rest of you, we’ve got a full slate of looks to go over with the help 
of Missin Curfew hosts Shane O’Brien and Scottie Upshall. If you missed 
it, I hopped on their pod last week to talk NHL style, and their most recent 
episode with Chris Pronger is a banger. And this is the first week that 
O’Brien and Upshall will be making one style power rankings pick each. 
The collaboration is on. 

There’s something for everyone in these style rankings: off-the-boards 
fits, understated class and a touching tribute. Let’s get into it. 

10. Jamie Benn 

(O’Brien’s pick) 

Debuting at No. 10 

It’s a little basic, for sure, but nuance is part of the reason I’m glad to 
have the Curfew boys around. As former players and as people who 
wear high-end suits, they’ve got an eye for the intricacies I simply don’t. 
O’Brien’s Jamie Benn pick also opens up a whole new can of accessory 
worms: luggage. 

“I had a similar suit when I played, so I love it,” O’Brien says. “I love that 
blue. He’s got the no-belt prize (lol) going, which I like. He’s got the Louis 

Vuitton carry bag with — what I am assuming is a Louis Vuttion 
backpack. The cup of coffee. The hair slicked back. This guy’s National 
League, on and off the ice. I love this outfit. It makes me miss the road. 
Jamie Benn: National League.” 

There’s absolutely nothing wrong with getting back to the basics — 
especially on the road, especially in that beautiful cobalt blue. We all 
know I lean toward the flashy looks, but this one’s growing on me by the 
second. 

9. Freddie Andersen 

Debuting at No. 9 

Top right here: 

Freddie Andersen is always good for a look that screams “love interest in 
an early 1900s British romance novel.” He always looks so regal and 
timeless. I know a few of you have been capping for him in the comments 
ever since the rankings started, and he’s almost made the cut a few 
times. He’s finally done it. Good for you, Freddie! 

8. Maxime Comtois 

Debuting at No. 8 

Maxime Comtois is making his debut in what we’ll refer to as “Joker 
purple.” Love the black and purple combination. Love the black tie-black 
shirt combo. Just firing off on all cylinders here, but I don’t know if the 
Joker would be carrying a Lululemon tote. 

7. Evgeny Kuznetsov 

Debuting at No. 7 

Oh my God, this is atrocious. I love it. Let’s talk about it. 

I think there’s something to be said about designed chaos in fashion. I’m 
pretty sure Evgeny Kuznetsov didn’t just wake up late from his pregame 
nap and toss on the studded Louboutins with this belt. But I also think all 
that paired with the pink suit would’ve been enough. You’re losing me at 
the tie pattern clashing. 

6. Patrik Laine 

Previously: No. 2 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 1 

Like it or not, ole faithful is back at it again, folks. Talk about leaning into 
the supervillain trope. It seems like Patrik Laine was born for it. I don’t 
even know where to begin, here. The checkered tie, velvet suit, 
holographic glasses combo? The matching bomber and pants? The 
matching hat and matte gloves? 

This man gives no damns. 

5. Filip Forsberg 

Debuting at No. 5 

Sources tell us Filip Forsberg has been waiting patiently for his style 
rankings call up, so we’re happy to give him a pretty high debut at No. 5. 
Nothing like some understated primary colors, then, BOOM, electric 
socks. It maybe shouldn’t work with the different shades of red, but it 
does. I also want to give some props to the well-matching shoes. This 
stuff matters, folks! 

4. Adin Hill 

Debuting at No. 4 

This is just really nice from Adin Hill. I’ll always have time for the 
pinstripe, slick-backed-hair one-two punch. 

3. Michael Pezzetta 

Debuting at No. 3 
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I’m a sucker for a theme, and here we’ve got Michael Pezzetta rocking a 
cowboy hat in Las Vegas. I like that the hat matches the suit perfectly to 
ensure minimal tackiness. I love the stache and the hair. Like, if you’re 
going to look like this, you can’t not wear a cowboy hat. 

2. P.K. Subban 

(Upshall’s pick) 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 2 

“I’ve gotta give my style points to Mr. P.K. Subban,” Upshall says. “Here 
he is with one of his teammates. P.K.’s got this plaid trenchy going. I 
don’t mind it. I don’t mind it. Doc Martens? I mean, who’s pulling off Doc 
Martens these days? You’ve gotta be ready to be chirped, but who’s 
gonna chirp P.K.? Guy’s got a personality for days. He knows how to 
dress. He’s got the pants no beltski. The skinny tie that looks like it was 
cut off at the bottom. I don’t mind that. I had a few of those in my day. 
P.K., oddly enough, I’m going to give you a high rating on this. This is a 
7.5 out of 10, and I don’t just go throwing those numbers around easy. 
P.K. Subban: Long, plaid trenchy.” 

I’ve said before that Subban has the best attention to detail in the league 
when it comes to style, and here it is again. If he just walked in with this 
“trenchy” on top of a regular outfit, it might not work. At the very least, it 
wouldn’t stand out. But the Doc Martens, the khaki-ish pants, and that 
glorious tie take this look to another level. It’s reminiscent of your coolest 
college professor, if that professor had way more money. 

1. David Pastrnak and Willie O’Ree 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 1 

David Pastrnak was uncharacteristically unranked in our last edition of 
the style rankings, and one commenter noted he’d be using it as bulletin-
board material. Little did we know what he had up his sleeve — or up his 
fedora. 

When the Bruins finally retired the great, color-barrier-breaking Willie 
O’Ree’s No. 22, they included a personalized twist. O’Ree’s been a 
fashionista his whole life, and these days he still rocks his trademark 
fedoras. Spearheaded by Pastrnak, of course, the Bruins gifted O’Ree a 
customized Fedora commemorating the event. 

“I think (the jersey retirement) is a great honor for Willie,” Bruins head 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. “A retired jersey, congressional medal of 
honor, everything that goes along with that. And a nice, snazzy fedora, 
too. I liked that. That was a nice touch by Pasta and the Bruins.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / On the Battle of Alberta stage, a beleaguered Koskinen 
shines for Oilers 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 23, 2022, 2:49 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Like the Grinch who stole Christmas, somewhere 
between the first and second periods on Saturday night, the Edmonton 
Oilers' hearts grew three times in size. 

A game that began like so many others of late, with the Calgary Flames 
holding a 2-0 lead after 20 minutes, did not end the way the past seven 
— or 13 of the previous 15 — had for the Oilers. 

Somewhere along the way the bad goalie, the horrible power play and 
the unproductive superstars wrote different endings to their stories, and 
the Oilers snapped a seven-game losing streak with a dramatic 5-3 win 
over the Flames. 

“When you are losing, you feel like you have that cloud or that pressure 
on your shoulders. You grip your stick a little bit too tight,” said Leon 
Draisaitl, whose four-point night included the game-winner with 5:31 to 
play and an empty netter just as the final horn sounded. “This was a big 
night for a lot of guys. You relieve a little bit of pressure and maybe don’t 
grip your stick as tight. That swagger is a huge part of confidence. 
Tonight was a big night for us.” 

Undoubtedly, the best story all evening was goaltender Mikko Koskinen, 
who has been bombarded with criticism more than any single figure in 
the NHL over the past couple of weeks. 

It was only one game, but Koskinen shoved it down the collective pie 
hole of every pundit — yours truly included — who has stated that the 
Oilers cannot win with him, or that his teammates have lost faith in his 
game. 

“Sometimes it is tough,” the Vantaa, Finland product said of the criticism. 
“You open up the internet and it is in your face. It is tough not to see it, 
but usually I try to block everything out. It is not my business, not my 
opinion. I feel like the boys are all behind me, so that is all that matters.” 

Koskinen allowed a long wrist shot to evade him that tied the score at 3-3 
with 44 seconds left in the middle period. But he did not break in the 
decisive third period, putting on a show on national television that opens 
a window into his pride and self-esteem. 

“There’s a lot of pressure on him right now, and he stepped up,” said 
head coach Dave Tippett. “You know, it’s a Saturday night, against your 
biggest rival on Hockey Night in Canada, and you’re on a losing streak. 
There’s a lot of pressure in that, and he played pretty well.” 

Remaining Time -22:23 

In a game that pit a healthy Flames lineup against an Oilers team 
missing five regulars — Zach Hyman, Tyson Barrie, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, Zack Kassian and goalie Mike Smith — Calgary outshot 
Edmonton 47-31. Koskinen was, in the end, better than the guy at the 
other end (Jacob Markstrom), a statement we have not made in a long 
while covering this team. 

“I have to thank my teammates for standing with me,” said the soft-
spoken Finn. “The people who have been saying that we are not a good 
team and calling us bad or whatever, they are not in our room. So that 
doesn’t matter. We have to believe in our room and ourselves. Today we 
proved that we can do it.” 

This one turned on the Oilers' power play, a unit that was setting NHL 
records not long ago but had grown as cold as a Winnipeg winter of late. 
With Barrie injured, young Evan Bouchard got his chance up top and 
scored twice, the first time in nine games that the Oilers' power play has 
notched a pair. 

Bouchard’s calling card is equal parts big bomb from the point, and the 
uncanny ability to get his wrist shots through to the net. Those two skills 
have combined to make Bouchard the siren song of Oilers fans, who 
have demanded that he run the power play since back when Oscar 
Klefbom still held the job. 

One night in and you can bet he’ll be back on the job Tuesday in 
Vancouver. There, Edmonton will try to continue to dig themselves out of 
this mess, where somehow they became the worst team in the NHL on 
the heels of a 16-5 start, when they were the best team in the league. 

It’s funny how hockey works sometimes, isn’t it? 
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“Last game we played an amazing period and dominated the best team 
in the league (Florida), and you look at the score sheet and it is 6-0 at the 
end of the night,” said Draisaitl. “That is just the way that hockey goes. I 
think the hockey gods, they keep it fair. Every team goes through ups 
and downs. We are not the team that losing seven in a row, we are not 
that bad. I think everybody knows that and we know that, which is most 
important. 

“Tonight felt really, really good, but we have to keep pushing and 
continuing to get better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Instead of dousing Oilers' hopes, Flames give their rivals 
the spark they needed 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 23, 2022, 3:21 AM 

 

EDMONTON – The Calgary Flames had a chance to pour gasoline on a 
tire fire. 

Instead, the spark they provided the Edmonton Oilers may wind up being 
the turning point on their rival’s season. 

Up 2-0 after the first period at Rogers Place, the Flames did the one thing 
they knew they couldn’t against a team with the two best players in the 
world: give them the man advantage. 

They did it twice in a four-minute span, allowing Evan Bouchard to score 
on a pair of carbon-copy point shots through traffic. 

Suddenly the losers of seven in row, who had been badly outplayed to 
that point, had a flicker of hope. 

“It’s one of those things, they get life on the power play and they get 
themselves back in it,” said first-period goal scorer Milan Lucic, whose 
club ultimately gave up two Leon Draisaitl goals in the third to lose 5-3. 
“We deserve better than the result we got. 

"It’s very disappointing. We did a lot of things right. We came out with a 
good start and created a lot of chances. Even in the third we spent the 
majority of time in the o-zone and only gave up 4 shots. It’s disappointing 
with the effort we gave and how well we played.” 

An obvious and unnecessary cross check by Oliver Kylington led to the 
first goal and a somewhat more questionable holding call on Elias 
Lindholm led to the second. 

Predictably deadly, both, allowing Connor McDavid to snap a career-high 
point slump of three games. 

From there, the show was stolen by the last man on earth anyone would 
have predicted to be the game’s hero: Mikko Koskinen. 

“For whoever that was complaining about Oilers goaltending, he kept 
them in the game, that’s for sure,” said Darryl Sutter, whose club threw 
47 shots at a netminder who has taken endless heat for the team’s slide 
all month. “We had lots of opportunities to go up, or change the 
momentum lots of times, but we just couldn’t put it in. 

"We did what we wanted. We have to finish opportunities and with those 
big guys, you make one little mistake and they’re going to come. 

“Penalties, you just can’t take em. They’re at 30 per cent, they score one 
in three. That’s how it works.” 

The Flames tied the game 3-3 late in the third with a soft Noah Hanifin 
wrister from the point that marked the only mistake from an Oilers goalie 
who saved his most spectacular of 44 saves for the third period. 

Early on in a final frame that saw him stop 17 shots, one of his seven 
saves on Gaudreau was followed by a stop on a Matthew Tkachuk 
between-the-leg-jobby. 

The save of the night came with 10 minutes left in a tied game, when a 
Sean Monahan saucer pass to Dillon Dube seemed destined for the 
twine before a sprawling Koskinen somehow came up with a glove/pad 
snare that brought the half-packed arena to its feet. 

Koskinen said afterwards it was his “top save in the NHL.” 

It might actually be instrumental in saving his job for a while longer, as 
many believe a loss to the Flames would have prompted a move of great 
significance from GM Ken Holland. 

“Ya, he’s been getting a lot of heat the last little bit here, Koskinen,” said 
Lucic, one of four Flames to get four or more shots on him. 

“I’m sure he was the first star of the game. He should have been, he 
came up big for them, especially in the third period and got them the 
win.” 

Tkachuk agreed. 

“It’s pretty obvious, with things going on over there, he needed to have a 
good game and he met the challenge,” he said. 

“A lot of it is on us too. We found a way to get a lot of shots on him but 
we have to find a way to put some in. I had one in the beginning of the 
third that has to go in. It could be a different game if that goes.” 

Five minutes after the save on Dube, Draisaitl drove wide right around 
Hanifin, cut across the crease and outwaited Jacob Markstrom before 
lifting it over him for the winner. 

Massive opportunity lost for a Flames team that has lost nine of its last 
12. 

"I didn’t feel like we took a step backward, but, no, we didn’t get any 
points so I don’t feel we took a step forward." said Sutter. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.23.2022 

1233345 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 6 Maple Leafs Takeaways: 'Underrated' Rielly dominates 
at both ends 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 23, 2022, 12:31 AM 

 

So, the Toronto Maple Leafs are playing on Long Island? 

Well, two things are guaranteed. 

Captain John Tavares will get booed every time he touches the puck 
(yep). 

And the Leafs will build themselves a 3-1 lead on the road (yep). 

But unlike Toronto’s four previous 3-1 leads on this two-week U.S. tour, 
the Leafs held onto this one like a favourite childhood memory. 

The score at the halfway mark was the score at the final buzzer, as the 
Leafs resisted the urge to softly cheat for offence and waited out the 
patient New York Islanders with a controlled 3-1 victory. 
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Here are six takeaways from the type of W that makes a coach happy. 

The evolution of Morgan Rielly into a more complete and dominant two-
way defenceman has become a major theme of the Leafs’ campaign. 

So, it should come as no surprise that the club’s most important blueliner 
has stepped up in all facets with Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl sidelined. 

On Saturday, Rielly led all Leafs in ice time (25:33), shots (four), points 
(two), takeaways (two) and plus/minus (plus-2). He was simply the best 
player in the game. 

“A catalyst,” Tavares said. "One of the best defencemen I've played with. 
I think even as good as he is and as much recognition as he gets, I still 
think he's looked upon as a little bit underrated." 

“Definitely,” Mitch Marner said. “I mean, if you look at his stats, what he 
brings to our team, to not be at least a one-time all-star, it's insanity, to be 
fairly honest. It's crazy. But the thing about Morgan — the thing we all 
love about him — is he’s the same guy through it all. 

“Hopefully, he gets what he deserves here soon.” 

Rielly’s ability to trigger, and finish, the offence is one thing, but his gap 
control and effort to bust up plays in his own end is where his greatest 
strides have been made. Take this sliding stop on Anthony Beauvillier: 

“You take Muzzin and Holl out of our lineup, you not only rely on your 
younger guys to step up and take on more, but inevitably Rielly and [T.J.] 
Brodie are going to take on a lot more as well. Minutes go up a little bit, 
but also the minutes just get harder, you know? You're not sharing the D-
zone face-offs, like you might have with Muzzin and Holler in there,” 
Keefe explained. 

“He seems to have no real limit to what he can do. Of course, we have to 
be intelligent about it. But he is intelligent about it. He doesn’t overstretch 
shifts. He knows when to change when he gets in tough spots. He seems 
to have another gear to be able to push through and use his legs to get 
out of trouble. So, I think we're just seeing him continue to improve as a 
player.” 

Mrazek’s finest performance in Blue and White 

It took until the fourth month of the season, but Kyle Dubas finally saw a 
glimmer of hope that his hefty off-season investment might pay off. 

Yes, it was against the NHL’s 30th-ranked offence, but Petr Mrazek 
turned in his best 60 minutes as Leaf, hanging tough as the Toronto was 
outshot 28-23 and withstood the home team’s third-period press. 

Shortly after surrendering a goal to Zach Parise in the first period, 
Mrazek stoned Cal Clutterbuck on a breakaway — a key moment that 
allowed the Leafs to settle down and respond. 

Mrazek admits the first half of the season has been tough on him, but 
with Toronto’s defence boxing out and allowing him to see the first shot, 
he played the shooters aggressively. 

“He's worked extremely hard since his [groin] injury to get back, and it's 
nice to see him come out here and play with confidence and swagger 
and help us win,” Marner said. 

With all-star Jack Campbell already starting a career-high in games and 
hitting his first lull, trust in Mrazek could go a long way down the stretch. 

“Petr is an extremely happy guy. I think he really takes a lot of pride in his 
work. He enjoys being at the rink,” Rielly said. “We were lucky to add him 
in the offseason, and it's great for him to play well tonight. He's going to 
be a big part of our group. So, if he can get rolling and playing with 
confidence, that's great.” 

Clark Gillies, rest in peace 

“He was bigger than life,” New York coach Barry Trotz said. “When you 
saw Clark Gillies, you thought Islander.” 

A Hall of Famer and four-time Stanley Cup champion, the prototypical 
power forward led on the ice and off it, raising money for charity and 
giving his heart to the Islanders community long after he hung them up. 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Trotz on Gillies passing 'Great teammate, fantastic person he'll be 
missed' 

As a spotlight illuminated his Number 9 hanging from the UBS Arena 
rafters, Gillies was honoured with a stirring tribute video and moment of 
silence. 

Skating with heavy hearts, the Islanders wore No. 9 patches on their 
alternate sweaters, and the loyal fans erupted with cheers with nine 
minutes remaining in each period. A lovely touch. 

Long-serving Islander Tavares made certain to acknowledge Gillies 
before taking a single question post-game: “I'm very sad to hear of his 
passing. He was tremendous to me with my time here, and obviously 
made a hell of an impact on the ice and off it as well. He will have a 
legacy that lasts here forever.” 

Even with Ondrej Kase out of the lineup, Toronto’s third line has been 
fantastic. 

The Ilya Mikheyev–David Kämpf– Pierre Engvall trio was the only group 
that earned Keefe’s praise after Toronto’s collapse to the Rangers 
Wednesday, and that checking unit was dominant again Saturday, 
funnelling 75 per cent of shot attempts at Varlamov when they were on 
the ice. 

With the score knotted 1-1 very late in the first frame, a strong Mikheyev 
forecheck loosened a puck that Engvall pounced on. As he cut to the 
crease, the clock was in single digits. 

The Leafs bench screamed, “Shoot!” 

But Engvall hung on for the deke before slipping the puck across the goal 
line with 0.3 seconds to spare. 

“He just keeps getting better and better,” Marner said. “To fake shot to 
pull the backhand there, that's a pretty silky move. It's a hard move to pull 
off. He's a guy that has a lot of skill in him, though, and it's nice seeing 
him show it out there tonight. Luckily enough, it went in before that 
buzzer.” 

“A big momentum gainer,” Keefe confirmed of the eventual game-winner. 
“He's gaining confidence. And I’m gaining confidence in him, in terms of 
using him in any role, with any line, and more importantly against any line 
on the opposition.” 

High praise for a guy who spent long stretches of last season in the 
coach’s doghouse. 

With Justin Holl readying his return Wednesday against the Anaheim 
Ducks, Carl Dahlström’s time in the Leafs lineup may be short — but it 
was sweet. 

The 26-year-old Swede broke a hand two years and two franchises ago, 
during a January 2020 game for the Winnipeg Jets, and had not seen 
NHL action since. He’s dealt with COVID, a broken foot and bounced 
around the taxi squad and the farm. 

After Alex Biega went minus-2 at Madison Square Garden during 
Wednesday’s “soft and purposeless” game, the Leafs wanted to check 
what else they had in the cupboard. 

“Good a time as any to give him a chance,” Keefe said. “He is building off 
the good play he's had with the Marlies with good gap control. He is a big 
guy with a long stick and closes on things that way. He uses those tools 
to defend." 

"Exciting time. I see myself as a two-way defenceman, always trying to 
bring that steady game and being reliable,” the 26-year-old said on the 
eve of his NHL comeback. 
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"I've been itching for two years now trying to prepare myself for when the 
opportunity comes." 

Dahlström began the night with “tingles,” he said, and finished a plus-1 
with some PK work in 12 mostly sheltered minutes. 

Why did he opt for the Leafs in free agency? 

“I've always liked their style of game — very fast, talented,” Dahlström 
said. “I want to compete and play with the best. 

“And with the Marlies in the same city, knowing I hadn't played a lot in the 
last two years, I decided it’s a good opportunity if I was going to be sent 
down knowing I was going to be in the same city.” 

Superfan and Cobra Kai star Ralph Macchio spent a healthy chunk of his 
appearance on Jimmy Fallon’s show this week speaking about the 
energy in Nassau Coliseum, getting his very own hockey card, and that 
time he and Fallon took in an Islanders playoff game together. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the 2022 Canadiens can learn from the 2017 
Avalanche rebuild 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

January 22, 2022, 11:36 AM 

 

Today the Colorado Avalanche are one of the top Stanley Cup 
contenders in the NHL, with an electric collection of forwards, a deep 
defence and good goaltending (though they may still decide to upgrade 
for a run there). 

But go back just five years to the 2016-17 season and the Avs were an 
utter disaster, with an historically awful finish that made them the worst 
82-game season team of the salary cap era. 

It wasn't supposed to go that way, though. That Colorado team wasn't 
made to tank, it was supposed to be making an attempt to return to the 
playoffs for the first time in three years. They had a good base of youth, 
surrounded by some capable veterans and some in decline, and stable 
goaltending. Absolutely none of it came together. 

This year's Montreal Canadiens aren't directly comparable to those 
Avalanche. After all, the Habs made the Stanley Cup Final just last 
season and probably don't have a top-threeish player in the world like 
Nathan MacKinnon. They've just turned over their front office and may 
even change their coach by the time next season begins, whereas the 
Avs kept both Joe Sakic in the GM chair and head coach Jared Bednar 
through the tumult. 

But as the last place Canadiens meet the Avs (who are tied for first in the 
league by points percentage) Saturday night, maybe there are some 
lessons they can take from their opponents when pondering rebuild vs. 
retool, or how to proceed with a disappointing yet depleted lineup that 
new GM Kent Hughes acknowledged needed some turnover. 

"I need to take the time to get familiar with (the players), get familiar with 
the organization, staff, everything else," Hughes said this week. "We 
have challenges there's no question. The team's not where we had 
hoped it would be at this point in time. My opinion is some of that is 
circumstance, but there's no question there need to be changes." 

The Avs, like the Canadiens, knew there needed to be some change 
coming out of the disastrous season, but burning the roster down for a 
full scale rebuild was not the approach they took. While Matt Duchene 

and even Gabriel Landeskog were a couple of names that hit the rumour 
mill in 2016-17, both were still on the roster when the 2017-18 season 
opened. 

The one move that needed to be made in-season was done -- veteran 
and pending UFA Jarome Iginla was traded at the deadline for a 
conditional fourth-rounder. Those are the easy and obvious bits of 
business to get done and the Habs will likely take that approach with Ben 
Chiarot this year. Don't rule out Cedric Paquette also being traded by the 
deadline for similar reasons. 

Sakic smartly slow-played his hand in trades. The Avs, even with a good 
starting base of young talent, were the eighth-oldest team in the NHL in 
the 2016-17 season and this year's Habs are roughly 16th. The 
Canadiens aren't a wasteland of a roster like the Arizona Coyotes, or 
nearly absent of established NHLers like the Buffalo Sabres. A complete 
teardown is an option for sure, but it isn't the required route here. 

"I think there are some really interesting pieces here in Montreal that can 
be built around," Hughes said. "We have young exciting players whether 
it be a (Nick) Suzuki or (Cole) Caufield and we have some older and 
more established players." 

The calibre of all those players isn't directly comparable to the 2016-17 
Avs, but the mix of present and futures are in the same ball park. So, do 
the Habs have to trade Brendan Gallagher, Jeff Petry or Tyler Toffoli? 
Not necessarily all of them. If you want to be back in the playoffs soon, 
you might need some of those players around. 

However, another major difference between these Habs and those Avs is 
that Colorado had many expiring deals on the horizon that allowed for 
some chance at cap flexibility. The current Habs were aggressively 
rebuilt by former GM Marc Bergevin on the fly to compete now and so 
there are a few expensive, multi-year deals on the books. Some of those 
will be hard or impossible to move (Josh Anderson for example). The fact 
there will be a relatively flat cap for a bit yet also exacerbates this 
difference. 

One of the major challenges for the new front office in Montreal is to 
figure out how to maximize the value of its current vets either in a timely 
trade, or by just sticking it out with them so they can be producers when 
the team turns the corner. 

Colorado kept Erik Johnson, who remains on the team to this day, and 
Nikita Zadorov until eventually letting him leave as a free agent. They 
kept Tyson Barrie for a while until finding the right trade to part with him. 
The Avs got back into the playoffs the very next season after bottoming 
out because they recognized they had some good pieces they didn't 
need to rush on from. Montreal, similarly, can't be written out of next 
season yet -- especially if someone like Carey Price can return and be 
effective. 

Patience in approaching trades 

Remember that after the miserable 2016-17 season, Matt Duchene (who 
was 24 at the time with two years remaining on his contract) wanted out 
of Dodge. There was plenty of speculation he could get traded by the 
deadline that season, and then when he wasn't it felt inevitable he'd be 
moved in the summer. That didn't happen either. There was some 
question whether or not Duchene would report to training camp in 2017 -- 
and when he did, he gave us one of the most famously miserable mugs. 

At that point some people were questioning what was taking Sakic so 
long to pull the trigger, or if he really was the right person to lead the Avs 
through this transition. On Nov. 5, 2017, the deal finally got done -- a 
three-way trade with Nashville and Ottawa that, looking back, the Avs 
clearly came away with a win on. 

While Duchene and Turris both fell off after the deal, the Avs came away 
with two key pieces that are still in place for their blue line today. Sam 
Girard stepped right into the lineup and has grown every year since. He's 
still only 23 years old and now on a long-term contract with a $5 million 
AAV. The Ottawa pick was pushed a year to 2019 and still ended up as 
the fourth overall selection, which the Avs used to take Bo Byram, one of 
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the more exciting young puck moving blue liners in the game today. He's 
out with a concussion at the moment, but the Avs effectively got two top-
four calibre young defenders in one trade for a disgruntled player they 
didn't rush to appease. 

Everyone knew Sakic was going to trade Duchene, and although 
executive vice-president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton noted that no 
Habs players have asked for a trade to this point, everyone knows the 
new regime in Montreal will be seeking how to change parts of the roster. 
Sakic wasn't pressured into a deal too soon and was able to get exactly 
what he needed to move forward with. So, as we wonder about 
Gallagher or Petry or any other established player in Montreal who might 
get moved, it is wise to remember that rushing into things usually isn't the 
best way to do business. 

Which brings us to... 

Finding value 

It's way easier to say this than to do it, but as Hughes talked about 
building out a "modern" NHL organization at his introductory press 
conference you start to get visions of a well-rounded group that considers 
different -- even new -- insights to make informed choices. It's all about 
finding inefficiencies in the transaction market and uncovering gold, 
something the Avs have thrived at doing. 

The Duchene deal talked about above was the first trade of note. The 
second was taking advantage of the goalie market and giving up only a 
second-round pick for Philipp Grubauer in 2018. He solidified their 
goaltending for three years before pricing himself out of town (Colorado 
acquired one year of current starter Darcy Kuemper for their 2022 first 
and Conor Timmins). A year after the Grubauer trade, Colorado sent a 
second- and third-rounder to Washington for Andre Burakovsky, who has 
been a valued support scorer for three years now. 

A couple of days after that, Sakic made another huge deal, getting 
Nazem Kadri from a motivated seller in Toronto for pending UFA Barrie 
and depth centre Alex Kerfoot. Kadri still needs to watch his discipline in 
the playoffs, but his presence as a cheap ($4.5 million AAV) and 
productive 2C option has been a massive upgrade from Kerfoot. No one 
could have foreseen the league-leading type of offensive season Kadri is 
putting together now, but his contract was always a value play for his 
position. The Leafs would probably want that one back. 

In October of 2020, the now-contending Avs found more great value in 
sending two second-round picks to the Islanders for Devon Toews, who 
has been a top-pair defenceman and excellent complement to Cale 
Makar. 

Even though the Avs were the worst team in 2016-17 by a mile it really 
wasn't long before they were trading away draft picks to help upgrade 
their team. They kept all of their first-rounders until 2022, but only added 
one other first-round pick along the way (Byram). Instead of building only 
through the draft, the Avs leveraged picks on the market to find 
undervalued assets who are now integral pieces to their team. 

Draft picks are great to have if you're re-tooling to use as lottery tickets, 
but also to use in a trade when you can identify the right value and 
opportunity. The Canadiens have 11 selections in the 2022 draft (which 
they are scheduled to host) and the standard seven in 2023. Perhaps 
they can use some of their 2022 collection to accumulate future picks, or 
as values to acquire players or help unload salary and gain flexibility to 
do so. 

While the Avs didn't only build through the draft and the Habs don't have 
to either, it is imperative to hit on the highest picks you do end up with. 
After their bottoming-out season, the Avs lost the lottery and scooped 
Makar fourth overall. He might be the best player in the entire draft now. 

The only other top-10 pick Colorado has made since then was the 
selection of Byram fourth overall using the first-rounder acquired from 
Ottawa and he looks like a great and important acquisition, too. Missing 
on either of those early firsts would have changed the entire outlook for 
the current Avalanche defence, one of the best in the league. 

It's still too early to fully judge many of the other draft selections Colorado 
has made in recent seasons, but the Avs' mid-to-late round picks aren't 
coming along as quickly, nor should they be expected to. It's the early 
picks that have been important to Colorado's quick rise and with the 
Canadiens staring at an early first of their own in 2022 -- and perhaps 
even first overall -- it's vital to not miss. 

The purpose of this was not to draw a direct comparison between the 
2016-17 Avs and the 2021-22 Canadiens because some key areas, 
namely their contract commitments and front office set-up, are different. 
Montreal's path forward may not be as clean as Colorado's ended up 
being. 

However, both the Avs from five years ago and Canadiens of today had 
playoff aspirations and were designed to win with a mixture of young and 
old, then failed miserably. Both dealt with injury issues that factored into 
their struggles, and the Habs are hurting there even more than those 
Avs. Both recognized change needed to happen to the roster. Both had a 
decent start on young NHLers in place. Both have some veterans that 
will be worth keeping into next season and beyond. 

What the Habs and their fans can be reminded of here, though, is that 
they don't have to take just one road back to redemption. They don't 
have to trade everyone of consequence and scorch the Earth to build 
back through draft picks. That would be the longest road and the most 
uncertain. 

Rather, by taking a page out of Sakic's book, the Habs can be patient in 
their approach and let the right trades come as other teams seek their 
own change, rather than just trying to take advantage of Montreal's 
situation. The best approach is to slowly turn over assets. 

Patience may be hard to swallow when a team is at the bottom of the 
league and seemingly broken, but no rival will be keen to help out here. 
The very next season after Colorado bottomed out, the Avs returned to 
the playoffs and lost in Round 1. They've been one of the league's better 
teams ever since and are now trying to figure out a way over the hump. 

As bad as it looks for the Canadiens right now, it doesn't have to be 
painful for long. The way to fulfilling a vision will likely take more than one 
draft pick, one trade, or one off-season to accomplish. 
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TSN.CA / 'He seems to have no real limit': Rielly makes the most of more 
minutes 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held an optional skate at UBS Arena on Saturday.  

With the team's defensive depth being tested, Morgan Rielly is doing his 
part to step up. He played more than 27 minutes in each of the last two 
games and wasn't on the ice for an even strength goal against.  

"He's a horse for us back there," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He seems 
to have no real limit to what he can do ... He is intelligent about it. He 
doesn't over stretch his shifts. He knows when to change. When he gets 
in tough spots, he seems to have another gear to push through and use 
his legs to get out of trouble." 

Rielly is averaging 24 minutes and 12 seconds of ice time per game this 
season, which is up 35 seconds from last year. He's averaging almost 26 
minutes during the last five games. And now, with second-pair 
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defencemen Jake Muzzin (concussion) and Justin Holl (recovering from 
COVID) sidelined, the Leafs are leaning on Rielly even more.  

"The defensive piece in particular is where he's taken the biggest 
strides," Keefe said. "The responsibilities taken with match-ups and 
penalty killing and late in games and all those things, that's allowed him 
now to be a guy who can take on more minutes." 

The 27-year-old from Vancouver has carved out a penalty-killing role this 
season. He's averaging two minutes shorthanded per game.   

"It's not too much of an adjustment, really," Rielly said earlier this month. 
"As a player, you want to be out there as much as you can. With the PK, 
that is an area of the game that is played with a lot of structure so, as 
long as you're paying attention in meetings, you can typically go out there 
and be able to figure it out. For me, it's been fun. It's a new challenge, 
which I enjoy."   

"We've been really happy with Morgan in terms of how he's continued to 
get better as he's gotten older and really figuring out what it is to be a top 
defenceman," Keefe said. 

Rielly leads all Leafs defencemen in plus-minus (+16) this season. He 
was fourth among Leafs defencemen last season (+11).  

"It starts with gap control," said Keefe, "and then just closing in the 
defensive zone and taking away space. His box outs at the net, tying up 
sticks, just things of that nature, he's just a lot harder guy to play against 
in that way." 

Keefe also highlighted the fact that Rielly has continued to produce 
offensively with 31 points, which is 20 more than the next closest Leafs 
defenceman (T.J. Brodie and Jake Muzzin each have 11 points).   

Rielly, an alternate captain and the longest-serving Leaf, also continues 
to be an important voice on and off the ice.   

"For me, being up the whole year now, I've noticed just how good of a 
leader he is the locker room," said 22-year-old defenceman Timothy 
Liljegren. "He just takes times to talk to everybody and asks questions 
about your life, your personal life, and stuff like that. He takes time to talk 
to younger guys like me."  

'He seems to have no real limit': Rielly makes the most of more minutes 

With Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl sidelined on defence, alternate captain 
Morgan Rielly has seen an increase in minutes in their stead, and Maple 
Leafs' head coach Sheldon Keefe believes Rielly has had no trouble 
handling the increased workload. He spoke to the media about the 
steadying presence Rielly has been all season long. Mark Masters has 
more. 

Rielly's leadership will be important now as the Leafs look to snap out of 
a bit of a funk. They are 2-2-1 during this tricky five game road swing and 
got blasted by Keefe for a "soft and purposeless" performance over the 
final 40 minutes of Wednesday's loss to the New York Rangers.  

The Leafs aren't shying away from the "soft" description.  

"We were a little bit too soft, to be honest," said winger Pierre Engvall 
echoing his coach. "We want to bounce back right away today. When we 
play hard and we don't cheat in a game, we're a really good team." 

"I'm looking for our team to respond tonight," said Keefe. "It's not going to 
be an easy night from a competitive standpoint. This team's going to 
make it hard." 

The Islanders have won six of seven games, including a 4-0 shutout of 
the Arizona Coyotes on Friday night.  

The Leafs are looking to tighten up defensively, especially in front of their 
net.  

"We've done that really well throughout the season," said Keefe. "It's a 
real foundational piece of our defending. When we're at our best we're 

really strong in that area. We will be put to the test with that tonight. The 
Islanders get the puck there in a hurry." 

'Looking for our team to respond': Leafs reset after 'soft' performance 

After blowing a 3-1 lead to the New York Rangers on Wednesday, Maple 
Leafs' head coach Sheldon Keefe called his team's effort "soft and 
purposeless." Ahead of their game against the Islanders, forward Pierre 
Engvall admitted that they were "soft" in that game and Keefe said he's 
looking for his team to respond on Long Island. 

It's been a quiet stretch for Toronto's second line. John Tavares and 
William Nylander each have just one five-on-five goal over the last five 
games. Tavares is minus-five over those games while Nylander is minus-
three.  

"They have done a good job of consistently generating offence and 
chances," Keefe said. "I don't think the line has had the same type of 
rhythm that they had prior to Christmas. I think they have another level to 
get to." 

Initially, Keefe said he felt no one played well on Wednesday, but after a 
review of the film he changed his assessment.   

"I thought the [David] Kampf line had a really strong game from start to 
finish with the exception of a couple of shifts that were tough on us," 
Keefe said. "That line was really strong. Save for that, I thought our other 
three lines could've been a lot better — the Tavares line and the [Auston] 
Matthews line just the same." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Tavares line needs to regain its rhythm 

John Tavares and William Nylander have only two even-strength goals 
between them over the last five games, and head coach Sheldon Keefe 
says he hasn't seen the same type of rhythm between them he saw 
before Christmas. TSN's Mark Masters discusses that and more in this 
edition of Ice Chips. 

Asked for an example of the team's "purposeless" play on Wednesday 
night, Keefe put the spotlight on his fourth line of Kyle Clifford, Jason 
Spezza and Wayne Simmonds.  

"We were in the neural zone. We were up 3-1 in the second period. The 
fourth line was on the ice. We turned it over in the neutral zone instead of 
getting it in and establishing a forecheck. In turn, their fourth line comes 
to life, gets on the forecheck, wins a puck back and scores a huge goal. 
You have one fourth line that goes out with a ton of purpose. Ours didn't 
have the same. It ended up turning the hockey game." 

Keefe will make a change to that unit tonight as Joey Anderson draws in 
replacing Clifford.  

Toronto's depth will certainly be challenged against an Islanders team 
that likes to roll four lines. In fact, New York's fourth line of Matt Martin, 
Casey Cizikas and Cal Clutterbuck is known as the team's "Identity Line" 
and all three players average more than 11 minutes of ice time per game. 

"We talked about the play of the fourth line of the Islanders," said Keefe. 
"It is a big part of their team and a big part of the game against the 
Rangers the other night. We need to get more out of that [fourth] line as 
well. That is part of us just being hard to play against: shift over shift, 
having everybody involved." 

Spezza has gone six straight games without a point, which matches his 
longest drought of the season. He is minus-four in that stretch. 
Simmonds has been a minus player in five of the last six games.   

How have the Leafs been dealing with Keefe's 'soft' comment internally? 

After the Maple Leafs' loss to the Oilers, head coach Sheldon Keefe said 
he thought his team had played "soft." The That's Hockey panel weigh in 
on what's been going on behind the scenes with the team since Keefe 
made that comment. 

Matthews saw his road goal streak come to an end on Wednesday. The 
Arizona native nearly tied the NHL record of 11 straight road games with 
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a goal, shared by Steve Yzerman and Pavel Bure, but a third-period tally 
was wiped out after officials ruled he used a distinct kicking motion to 
direct the puck in. 

"I thought it was a goal," linemate Michael Bunting said. "The refs thought 
otherwise and that's their job and they made that call. That was 
unfortunate, because he would've [set] a record with that goal. I was 
pretty excited for him. But that's not going to change his game. He's 
going to come back out and keep scoring like he always does. It's just 
unfortunate how that went."  

Matthews finished with two shots on net, which equalled his season low. 
But he did pick up an assist on Bunting's first-period goal, which 
extended his road point streak to 11 games. Matthews can match Doug 
Gilmour, who got on the scoresheet in 12 straight road games during the 
1993-94 season, for the longest streak in Leafs history should he get on 
the board tonight.  

Matthews hasn't been held off the scoresheet in a road game since ... he 
last visited UBS Arena to face the Islanders on Nov. 21, 2021.  
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