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The Flyers finally land in the bottom 5, a new team enters the top 5, and is the East just way 
better than the West? 

By Sean McIndoe  

If you took a look at the NHL standings today, you may have 
noticed something kind of weird. Based on points 
percentage, six of the seven best teams in the league were 
from the Eastern Conference. If you were looking for 
Western representation, only the Avalanche were among the 
elite; you had to scroll down the list for a bit, past not just the 
Panthers and Hurricanes and Lightning but also the Leafs, 
Rangers and Penguins to get to the Wild and Blues. The 
Bruins showed up next, giving the East 70% of the top ten. 

Does that mean anything? 

It might not. “Top seven” is a pretty arbitrary cutoff, after all, 
and the Wild are .001 percentage points back of the 
Rangers, which is basically a rounding error. On the other 
hand … I mean, the idea kind of passes the eye test, right? 
Do you trust the Wild or Blues as elite teams? What about 
the Predators or Flames? Other than the Golden Knights, 
who’ve lost five of seven, does anyone else in the West 
seem like a legitimate Cup contender? 

Yes actually, you might say, followed by a comment about 
typical Eastern bias, which is fair enough. The Wild are 
scoring a ton but are still the boring team because nobody 
out here updates their priors other than Dom. The Blues won 
a Cup in a year everybody counted them out just a few 
seasons ago, and we’re making the same mistake again. 
The Predators look good and maybe we don’t want to 
acknowledge that because it would mean all the experts 
were wrong. Sure, that’s possible. 

It’s also possible the standings aren’t lying, and the East is 
just a lot more top-heavy. That means it’s also worse at the 
bottom end, which also seems to pass the eye test. The 
West has two truly bad teams, the Coyotes and Kraken, 
maybe Chicago too if you want, and everyone else is still in 
the mix. The East has the Habs, Senators, Devils, Sabres, 
Blue Jackets and Flyers, and all eight playoff spots wrapped 
up. Maybe that’s our answer right there. The East has more 
bad teams, which is padding the records of the good teams, 
and it will all sort itself out once the playoffs get here. 

I guess we’ll see. In the meantime, I’m not really sure what to 
do with the rankings. If the East really does have a stronger 
mix of playoff teams, then I should move the Avalanche into 
the top spot because they’ll have a far easier path to the final 
than the Lightning, Panthers or Hurricanes. If this is just 
some random noise in the standings, then I should see 
through it and have more Western teams up high. I could 
also split the difference and hope you don’t notice. That’s 
always an option. 

Fair warning: We’re also going to mix things up with this 
week’s rankings, and it’s about time. It’s been a month since 
we’ve welcomed a new team to the bottom five, and two 
months since someone has debuted in the top five. Both of 
those streaks end this week, as both lists enter a state of 
flux. That state is Pennsylvania. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

The NHL lost a giant this weekend with the passing of 
Islanders legend Clark Gillies. Gillies wasn’t the same level 
of superstar as guys like Mike Bossy, Bryan Trottier and 
Denis Potvin. But he was a huge part of what let those guys 
shine, combining skill and intimidation into what would 
become the prototypical power forward presence, and the 
Islanders don’t win four straight Cups without him. 
Condolences to his friends and family, and to the Islanders 
fans who loved him. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins (26-10-5, +33 true goals differential*) 
— My ongoing inability to understand the Penguins has been 
a theme since the very first week. To be clear, them showing 
up in the top five is not some sort of sign that I’m making 
progress. I’m as confused as ever. (Seriously, Evan 
Rodrigues?) 

But they’re now riding a winning streak of five games or 
longer for the third time in two months, with yesterday’s third-
period comeback over the Jets capping off a week that 
started with a win over the Golden Knights, whose five-spot 
they’re now taking. It’s been an unlikely run after they started 
the season by losing 10 of their first 15, but here we are. And 
apologies in advance for the fact that this ranking means 
they’re going to lose to the Coyotes tomorrow. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (28-10-5, +27) — They had a weird 
weekend in California, losing 5-1 to the Ducks and then 
responding with a 7-1 pumping of the Sharks. They’re back 
home for three games starting later this week, including what 
should be a fun one on Saturday against Vegas. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-2, +45) — They flexed pretty 
hard on us this week, including putting up 13 goals against 
the Bruins and Rangers, before getting burned by the Devils 
in Jack LaFontaine’s first start. It was the latest twist in a 
weird and somewhat controversial story. 

2. Florida Panthers (28-9-5, +49) — We got into my hatred 
for the hockey-ruining 1996 Panthers on the most recent 
podcast, and I stand by it. But I can’t think of any better way 
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for the franchise to redeem itself than by winning the 
Presidents’ Trophy while scoring four goals a game and then 
beating the Avalanche in a thrilling Stanley Cup Final where 
all seven games end 9-8. Just, uh, don’t play like the team 
that lost to the Kraken. 

Oh, and only because I know you guys want to be in the loop 
on this stuff: 

1. Colorado Avalanche (28-8-3, +44) — They continue to roll, 
with six straight wins (although two of those needed shootout 
coin flips and they almost gave away what should have been 
an easy one on Saturday). They’ve got four games this week 
that include the Hawks twice and the Sabres, so the 
opportunity to pull away even further in the West is right 
there. For now, it’s enough to move them back into the top 
spot for the first time since the first two weeks of the season. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Minnesota Wild — They didn’t get the vacant top 
five spot this week, but it’s worth checking in with them, if 
only because their fans are going to keep holding our feet to 
the fire. 

It was a bit of a strange week for the Wild. They beat the 
Hawks twice, which is what they’re supposed to do if they’re 
really the second-best team in the conference. They lost to 
the Avalanche, which I guess is also what they should do if 
the Avs are really the best team in the West. That one 
needed a shootout, so Minnesota still got a point, although 
Colorado was the better team for most of the game. 

Still, the Wild have righted the ship after that December 
losing streak. Not bad for a team that doesn’t have its 
starting goaltender. (Or do they? Kaapo Kahkonen might be 
taking Cam Talbot’s job as we watch.) Kirill Kaprizov remains 
one of the most entertaining players in the game, the Ryan 
Hartman breakout tour continues, and Mats Zuccarello is 
making a strong case for a top spot on this year’s OGWAC 
list. These guys are fun. 

Are they one of the five most likely Cup winners in the 
league? No, at least according to me, but what do I know? 
For the record, Dom and off-brand Sean have them tenth, so 
if you’re an angry Minnesota fan go yell at them instead. In 
the meantime, don’t sleep on these guys. Even if they don’t 
go all that far, they’ll be worth watching along the way. 

The bottom five 

The five teams headed toward the best lottery odds and a 
shot at Shane Wright. 

A week that began with the celebration of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day and featured the long-overdue number retirement for 
Willie O’Ree in Boston ended with yet another ugly act of 
racism, this one directed at Jordan Subban in the ECHL. 

The league is investigating, and the Jacksonville Icemen 
have already released defenseman Jacob Panetta, the 
player who made the gesture at Subban. But the story 
comes just days after a similar incident in the AHL, and 
serves as another reminder that “hockey is for everyone” 
remains largely empty talk — a marketing slogan for a sport 
that needs so much more than that. 

Please read, and share, this piece by Ryan S. Clark. 

5. Ottawa Senators (12-20-3, -28) — They’re not even 
halfway through the first season of their five-year run of 
unparalleled success, and they’re already well out of the 
playoff hunt. Ian took a look at what this team still has to play 
for, and how likely they are to get there. 

4. Philadelphia Flyers (13-20-8, -35) — Is this bad? It seems 
bad. 

It is bad, and in fact, it’s worse than Frank makes it sound 
because he’s charitably using the NHL’s nonsense “winless” 
phrasing instead of just calling it a losing streak. (We’ve been 
over this, when you lose ten times in a row that’s a losing 
streak, no matter what the NHL says.) 

Oh, and also it’s now 11 in a row because they got smoked 
by the Sabres on Saturday. 

Semantics aside, the Flyers are terrible. Worse, unlike other 
teams competing for bottom five spots, they actually thought 
they’d be good this year. If you were an extreme optimist, 
you might try to argue they have been good for at least a few 
stretches, including a 4-1-1 start, an 8-4-2 record through 
mid-November, and a 5-0-1 stretch in December. 

So, are there any extreme optimists in the Philadelphia fan 
base? There are not. Seriously, is this your first day here? 
Flyers fans are mad when their team is in first place, so you 
can guess how they’re feeling right now. I know the Flyers 
are losing whenever I start getting “Put them in the bottom 
five, coward” tweets sent my way, and I’d say they’ve made 
one hell of a case. 

Yeah, they’re in. After all, we’re looking ahead to how the 
season will end here, and the Flyers are already this bad 
with a veteran lineup that seems to still be trying. Imagine 
how bad it will get when the sell-off begins. 

There will be a sell-off, right? This organization couldn’t 
possibly convince itself that they just need a few tweaks. 
Fletcher wasn’t brought on board to oversee a full rebuild, 
but sometimes the hockey gods laugh at your best 
intentions. It’s time to blow it all up, you’d think. That would 
mean moving Claude Giroux at the deadline for sure, and 
although Pierre reports the Flyers haven’t started that 
process yet, there’s plenty of time. There aren’t really any 
other pending UFAs who’d bring back much of a haul, 
although the Rasmus Ristolainen situation will be a fun one 
to watch. Fletcher paid up big to get him even as just about 
all the smart people were saying it was a mistake. 
Ristolainen has been fine, but he clearly wasn’t the answer, 
and now his deal is up at the end of the year. Does Fletcher 
admit his mistake and salvage some assets? Does he 
double down and offer a big extension? And does the 
answer have anything to do with his read on his own job 
security? 

From there, I’m not sure what the Flyers do. I’ve suggested 
they should see if Seattle wants a do-over on James van 
Riemsdyk, but that seems like a long shot. It feels pretty safe 
to say Mike Yeo has not been the answer behind the bench, 
so we probably get a coaching search in the offseason. 
Beyond that, Fletcher has a tough hole to dig out of. The 
biggest concern right now has to be that a lot of the young-
ish guys who were supposed to be your core have either 
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plateaued or taken a step back. That’s guys like Travis 
Konecny, Ivan Provorov and Sean Couturier (who has that 
big extension kicking in next year). Carter Hart has 
rebounded, and that’s great news. But if those skaters aren’t 
your future, then the future looks pretty grim. The present 
does too. 

3. Seattle Kraken (13-24-4, -38) — It was a three-win week, 
so we’ll stay positive. For example, I’m positive they’ll get a 
decent haul for Mark Giordano, who ranked fourth on Eric’s 
initial trade board. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (10-26-4, -59) — I’m sorry boys. I tried. 

I kept the Coyotes in the bottom spot all year long, even 
during a few weeks where they may not have deserved it, 
because I was hoping they could become the first team in 
the history of his column to go start-to-finish in the same 
spot. I kept the faith last week, even as the Habs had passed 
them for dead last. I wanted to give them every chance to 
make history. 

But then came the head-to-head showdown, and the 
Coyotes cruised to a 5-2 win. When it came to being awful, 
the Canadiens just wanted it more. It was a demoralizing 
result for an Arizona team that’s all-in on top lottery odds, 
and you could tell the Coyotes were shaken up because they 
went out and beat the Devils too, and even dominated the 
first period against the Rangers on Saturday before righting 
the ship. Unacceptable. This thing is an 18-wheeler going up 
a cliff. 

1. Montreal Canadiens (8-25-7, -59) — Yay? 

They actually finished the week off well, with points in three 
straight including OT losses to the Knights and Avs. So other 
than losing to the other worst team in the league, they were 
fine. Let’s call that progress. 

The bigger news this week, of course, is Kent Hughes. If you 
missed it, here’s Pierre on how the hiring played out, and 
Arpon on what the plan might be, and Julian on why it’s OK if 
the rebuild vs. reset question hasn’t been answered yet. 

Also, this was funny. 

Not ranked: Edmonton Oilers — Last week, we wondered if 
they’d hit rock bottom and assumed that Ken Holland had to 
do something. He didn’t and was rewarded by a 6-0 loss to 
the Panthers that had everyone in Edmonton feeling even 
more pissy than they already were. It all added up to 
Saturday’s game against the Flames feeling like the one that 
really would be the last straw, for real this time, if they 
couldn’t pull out a win. 

They did, thanks to Leon Draisaitl. 

It was their first win since mid-December and Dave Tippett’s 
first behind the bench in seven weeks. Everyone can breathe 
again, at least for now. This week serves up some winnable 
games, meaning the Flames win might be the one we look 
back on as the night it all turned around. Or maybe it’s the 
dead cat bounce before the real rock bottom. Let’s find out. 
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About Last Night: Not So Perfect Storm 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes ran into a perfect storm of 
calamities on and leading up to Saturday night up in the tri-
state. The only thing that could have made it worse would 
have been a healthy Dougie Hamilton playing in the game 
and scoring that seventh goal against. 

At least we can all take solace in knowing that didn’t happen. 

To the tune of a 7-4 final score, the Hurricanes’ three-game 
winning streak screeched to a halt at the hands of the New 
Jersey Devils. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

Hot Start and Shaky Goaltending 

Fresh off of a three-game stretch wherein the Hurricanes had 
scored 17 goals, the early stages of Saturday night’s game 
felt like just another big offensive showing. 

Andrei Svechnikov wired a long-range, low-danger shot 
through traffic on the left-wing and somehow managed to get 
it by Jon Gillies to put the Hurricanes on top at the 2:20 mark 
of the opening period. 

Just over three minutes later, the Svechnikov line was on the 
ice again for an offensive zone face-off. Vincent Trocheck 
and company won the draw, got the puck to Ian Cole, and 
the stay-at-home defender sent a slap shot off of Gillies and 
into the back of the net to make it a 2-0 game. 

In under six minutes of in-game time, the Hurricanes had 
scored twice off of shots that didn’t have much of any 
business ending up in the back of the net. Gillies was 
leaking. 

Spotting this Canes team two goals right from the jump has 
proven to be a death sentence for opposing teams this 
season, especially for clubs like Devils. Entering last night’s 
game, the Hurricanes had a .857 winning percentage when 
they scored first, which was good for the fourth-best winning 
percentage in the NHL in such scenarios. On the other hand, 
the Devils had a .250 winning percentage in games where 
they trailed first, which ranked 23rd in the NHL. 

If games were played on paper, you could have just turned 
the game off and gone to bed. But, instead, it was the 
Hurricanes who went to bed. 

A Dreadful Defensive Outing and More Shaky Goaltending 

As it turned out, Nathan was a Bastian of script-flipping 
goals. 

That wordplay doesn’t really work, but the Devils’ offense 
certainly did. 

In less than two minutes of in-game time, Nathan Bastian 
scored twice to wipe out Carolina’s lead. At 17:26 of the first 
period, a physics-defying puck bounce off the end boards 
wound up soaring through the air, right back to the front of 
the net, and Bastian put a stick on it and batted it by Jack 
LaFontaine. 

Then, at 19:06, Ryan Graves’ point shot got deflected in the 
slot by Bastian, and the game started all over again on an 
even slate heading into the second period. 

At the onset of the second period, Josh Leivo roofed a shot 
on Gillies after a phenomenal power move to the front of the 
net to make it a 3-2 game, giving the Hurricanes yet another 
early-period lead. 

The Devils then struck back to score three times in the 
period and outscored the Canes 5-1 the rest of the way. 

In fairness, the Hurricanes were profoundly fortunate to even 
find themselves on top at any point in this game. The team 
played one of their worst defensive games of the season, 
and they did so in front of a rookie goalie making his first 
NHL start. 

The Canes had allowed 13 high-danger shot attempts 
through two periods and generated just four of their own at 5-
on-5. It wasn’t until the second half of the third period that the 
Hurricanes managed to start controlling the pace of play, but 
by that point, it was too much of an uphill climb to make a 
difference in the outcome. 

When you give up seven goals, the immediate blame 
typically goes to the goaltender, and while there was some 
truth to that last night, LaFontaine was far from the deciding 
factor. 

The Hurricanes had their third-worst game of the season in 
terms of expected goals against at 5-on-5, trailing just behind 
the egg they laid on home ice against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets in a 6-0 loss last week. 

After their two early goals, the Trocheck line got blasted by 
the Devils, as did every other line outside of a strong game 
from the trio of Leivo, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and Derek Stepan. 

Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo were on the ice for three 
goals against and logged one of their worst games of the 
season. Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis might have also had 
their worst outing of the year. 

When your best players are missing in action, I have a hard 
time justifying some kind of lengthy tangent about the 
performance of a rookie goalie. It was a team failure, not one 
that lay on the shoulders of a particular individual. 
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“Their goals were real goals,” Rod Brind’Amoiur said after 
the game. “We gave up 40 shots. That’s not going to win 
games. I hate that that’s how that went for (LaFontaine). But 
we’ll get a plan for him. That’s part of it. But the group in front 
of him wasn’t good enough.” 

Moving On 

The Hurricanes are in a position where they can very easily 
flush the results of Saturday night’s game and move on. 
They beat Boston. They beat New York. A dud in New 
Jersey isn’t the end of the world, especially on the second 

night of a back-to-back after having their flight to Newark 
delayed due to the winter storm in North Carolina. 

The team has two off days leading up to their game against 
the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday, and they should be a 
bit healthier by that time after having several game-time 
decisions last night. 

Sometimes you win, sometimes you lose, sometimes it rains. 

If the entirety of this season is any indicator, expect a sunny 
day when the Hurricanes hit the ice on Tuesday. 

 

 

 

Wolves can’t track down Moose 

Despite firing 18 more shots than the Manitoba Moose, the 
Chicago Wolves fell by a 3-1 count Sunday afternoon at 
Canada Life Centre. 

Forward David Cotton scored for the Wolves (24-7-3-1), who 
launched 41 shots compared to Manitoba’s 23. But 
converted defenseman Nelson Nogier scored twice in the 
third period to make the difference. 

The Wolves broke through for the game’s first goal at 18:35 
of the first. Three Wolves battled along the right half-wall to 
win a puck and spin it back to defenseman Josh Jacobs at 
the right point. Jacobs launched a slap shot that goaltender 
Philippe Desrosiers blocked, but the rebound went straight to 
Cotton in the slot and he knocked it home. 

After the Wolves dominated the first 10 minutes of the 
second period — outshooting the Moose 8-0 while keeping 
the hosts hemmed in their own zone almost exclusively — 
Manitoba defenseman Johnathan Kovacevic intercepted a 
pass and snapped home the team’s first shot of the period to 
make it 1-1 at 11:10. 

The Moose (22-10-2-1) claimed their first lead 12:58 into the 
third on Nogier’s first goal of the season. Goaltender Alex 
Lyon stopped Nogier’s backhand from close range and tried 

to cover the puck with his glove in the crease to stop the 
action. Instead, Nogier’s stick found the puck first and he 
tapped home the rebound for a 2-1 edge. 

Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky removed Lyon with one 
minute left to get an extra attacker on the ice and Chicago 
placed its 40th and 41st shots on goal, but Nogier made the 
Wolves pay with an empty-net goal threaded from the 
defensive zone with 18 seconds to go. 

Desrosiers (2-0-0) produced 40 saves to pick up the win 
while Lyon (10-3-2) rejected 20 of 22 shots. 

The Wolves return home for three big home games, starting 
with a 7 p.m. Wednesday clash with the Texas Stars. The 
Wolves will wear Healthcare Heroes jerseys, presented by 
Turtle Wax, at 7 p.m. Friday against Grand Rapids and 7 
p.m. Saturday versus Rockford. 

To learn how to bid on the Healthcare Heroes jerseys that 
will be auctioned to help Chicago Wolves Charities and three 
local health care-related charities — or how health care 
workers can receive two free tickets to a game this week — 
click here or email a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
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The Next Play: What’s on deck this week in Triangle sports 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

JANUARY 23, 2022 6:00 AM 

 

The sports world continues to churn along at the college and pro level, 
and that means plenty to see and do around the Triangle this week. Here 
are a few things to watch for: 

DON’T CALL IT A RIVALRY 

Saturday, N.C. State and UNC will meet for a men’s basketball matchup 
in a Triangle-centric game that won’t mean much in the ACC standings, 
but will mean plenty for the area fan bases. 

The Tar Heels have been all over the map this season, winning games 
they probably shouldn’t have won, and losing games they definitely 
shouldn’t have lost. 

The Wolfpack, meanwhile, has been licking its wounds from the opening 
tip of the season, when it lost star defender and inside presence Manny 
Bates to injury. Since then, State has been a young, gritty, determined 
group, but has struggled to find key wins, stumbling to near the bottom of 
the ACC standings as we approach the midpoint of the conference 
schedule. 

The Heels, meanwhile, have been the very definition of up-and-down. 
The team’s overall record and conference record are both solid enough, 
but the way they’ve won — and lost — games has been puzzling. 
They’re hoping this matchup, which happens at the tail end of a busy 
week, will be part of a win streak that sets the season straight. 

BUSY WEEK 

The Hurricanes finally got a full week of games in last week, and have 
another big slate coming up — and most of those will be at home. 

The Canes wrapped up a busy week with a home/away back-to-back 
with New York and New Jersey, and will start a stretch of four games in 
six days this Tuesday against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The Canes are among the top teams in the NHL this season, part of a 
loaded Eastern Conference race that includes division rival Washington, 
and last year’s division rivals Tampa Bay and Florida. But the Knights are 
no slouches themselves, leading the Pacific Division ahead of the two 
surprising — and young — teams from southern California. 

The Canes’ second game this week will be a quick trip to Ottawa (COVID 
willing) on Thursday, followed by a weekend back-to-back against New 
Jersey and San Jose. 

WOMEN’S RIVALRIES CENTER STAGE 

The UNC women have hit a bit of a stumbling block since starting the 
season unbeaten — and by stumbling block we mean they lost a whole 
two games. 

That said, it’s how they lost those games, and to which teams. And, the 
Heels get a shot at revenge pretty quickly. First, though, they need to 
navigate through another team from the Triangle with a solid start in 
Duke. The UNC and Duke women’s teams have been turning heads in 
this early part of the season across the ACC, and Thursday they get to 
face one another for the first time this year. 

NC State has a matchup with Virginia Tech to worry about Tuesday 
before turning its attention to a rematch with UNC next weekend. The 
Wolfpack handed the Heels their first loss of the season back on Jan. 6. 
After seeing UNC, Duke will travel to Top-5 Louisville for its weekend 
showcase. 

News Observer LOADED: 01.24.2022 
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Golden Knights brace for road trip through tough Southeast 

 

By David Schoen / Las Vegas Review-Journal 1/23/2022 

 

Once upon a time, a trip through the NHL’s old Southeast Division 
involved a lot of sun and fun for road teams with a little hockey mixed in. 

Golden Knights coach Pete DeBoer remember those days well. 

“Yeah, I was coaching down there during that era where teams would roll 
down there, spend a day on the beach and then come in and sweep the 
state,” the former Florida Panthers coach said. 

A couple of decades later and a swing through the Sun Belt is far from a 
vacation. 

The Knights face three of the four best teams in the league based on 
points percentage during this trip and open Monday against Washington 
(23-10-9, 55 points), which would be higher in the standings if it could 
figure out how to win in overtime. 

“For us to reach our goal of the Stanley Cup, we’re going to have to go 
through teams like this that are deep, that have gone through the test in 
the playoffs, as well,” winger Keegan Kolesar said. “We’re really excited 
for this road trip. I think it’s a big statement for our team. We’re looking 
forward to the challenge.” 

The Southeast Division existed from 1998 through 2013 and included 
Atlanta/Winnipeg, Carolina, Florida, Tampa Bay and Washington. 

It produced two Stanley Cup winners (Tampa Bay in 2004 and Carolina 
in 2006), and the Capitals won seven division titles to go with the 
Presidents’ Trophy in 2010 under the direction of general manager 
George McPhee. 
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But there were several lean years, as well, earning it the nickname 
“Southleast Division.” 

Eight times in its 14 seasons, the division housed three of the five worst 
teams in the Eastern Conference. In seven seasons, the first-place team 
did not reach the 100-point mark in the standings and finished with the 
lowest number of points among division winners. 

DeBoer coached Florida from 2008 to 2011 and missed the playoffs all 
three seasons. 

Times have changed, however. 

Washington ranks 11th overall in points percentage largely because it is 
1-7 in games decided during 3-on-3 play and features the league’s 
leading goal scorer, Alex Ovechkin (29 goals). 

Carolina, the Knights’ opponent Tuesday in the second of back-to-back 
games, is third in the league standings (.737 points percentage) and 
owns the stingiest defense at 2.39 goals allowed per game. The 
Hurricanes thumped the Knights 4-2 on Nov. 16. 

Florida solved its defense/goaltending issues and is first in the Atlantic 
Division, points percentage ahead of two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay. Those teams round out the Knights’ four-game trip on 
Thursday and Saturday, respectively. 

“It’s a big test for us. Not an easy back-to-back coming,” defenseman 
Brayden McNabb said. “All four teams are very good defensively. They 
have high-octane offense. It’s going to be a challenge. Our defensive 
structure is going to have to be dialed in. If we do that, we’ll give 
ourselves a chance to win every night.” 

The Knights ended an eight-game, three-week homestand with 
Thursday’s overtime win against Montreal, but injuries and inconsistency 
have started to catch up. Despite leading the Pacific Division, the Knights 
would be in fifth place in every other division based on points percentage. 

This is the first extended road trip since mid-December when the Knights 
swept Boston and the three New York area teams. They have won six 
straight on the road and are 11-5 away from home. 

“I think everybody knows the teams that we’re playing and what they can 
do,” center Chandler Stephenson said. “Sometimes it’s refreshing to get 
on the road from the long homestand that we had. I think it will be nice to 
get back to the Vegas way of playing and just kind of getting some 
confidence back.” 
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Golden Knights could get key players back on road trip 

 

By Ben Gotz / Las Vegas Review-Journal 1/23/2022 

 

The Golden Knights are working toward adding some key players to their 
lineup during their four-game road trip that starts Monday against 
Washington. 

Goaltenders Laurent Brossoit (upper-body injury) and Logan Thompson 
(was in COVID-19 protocol) took a step toward a return by practicing with 
the team Sunday. So did defenseman Alec Martinez (upper-body), who is 
considered day to day. Defenseman Nic Hague (was in COVID-19 
protocol) appeared to be practicing as well in a video tweeted by the 
team. 

easy like Sunday morning   pic.twitter.com/Hy18Dco2s2 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) January 23, 2022 

The Knights also brought left wing Max Pacioretty (wrist surgery) and 
defenseman Zach Whitecloud (upper-body) on the trip. Pacioretty skated 
on his own Sunday while Whitecloud did not. Bringing them along is a 
sign the Knights are optimistic they’ll be available before they head home 
Jan. 29. 

“We had four lines and seven defensemen today for the first time in a 
long time,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “We know what we’re facing here, 
this gauntlet of teams. I think guys are excited about the opportunity to 
play some of these teams.” 

Brossoit has missed the last six games and Thompson has been out the 
last two. Goaltender Robin Lehner has made five straight starts as a 
result coming off a lower-body injury. He’s gone 2-2-1 with a .893 save 
percentage and 13 goals allowed in that span. 

Getting Brossoit or Thompson back could help the Knights avoid 
overtaxing Lehner. They play in Carolina on Tuesday a day after facing 
the Capitals. 

Martinez hasn’t played since Nov. 11 because of a facial laceration and 
time in the COVID-19 protocol in addition to his upper-body injury. Hague 
and Pacioretty haven’t appeared since Dec. 28 because of wrist injuries. 
Pacioretty’s required surgery. DeBoer said he was “hopeful” Pacioretty 
would play at some point on the trip. 

Whitecloud missed Thursday’s win against the Montreal Canadiens and 
is considered day to day. One player who did not travel with the Knights 
to start the trip is captain Mark Stone, who remains in COVID-19 
protocol. 

Martinez, Hague and Whitecloud’s absences meant the Knights were 
without half of their first-choice blue line last game against Montreal. 

“When we get Hague and Marty back, it’s a pretty good group,” 
defenseman Brayden McNabb said. “A pretty reliable group that can take 
care of their own end and get pucks out, get it into the forwards’ hands 
and also get up the ice, make offensive plays and put points on the 
board. … It’ll be fun to get everyone in at the same time.” 

Stephenson’s return 

Monday will mark center Chandler Stephenson’s first game in 
Washington since being traded to the Knights on Dec. 2, 2019. 

Stephenson spent parts of five seasons with the Capitals after being 
drafted by the team in the third round, 77th overall, in 2012. He was part 
of Washington’s first Stanley Cup Final win in 2018 against the Knights, 
playing all five games of the series. 

The trade allowed him to blossom from bottom-six grinder to top-six 
center. His speed and skill were unlocked playing with talented players 
like Stone and Pacioretty. 

Stephenson has 95 points in 132 games with the Knights, including a 
team-leading 38 in 40 games this season. He had 33 points in 168 
games in Washington. 

“I’d never been in that situation in the NHL playing against other team’s 
top lines or with the best players,” Stephenson said. “That was obviously 
something that was different. Ever since I got to Vegas, it’s been nothing 
but great things.” 
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Golden Knights Upcoming Road Trip Presents “A Huge Challenge.” 

 

Published 11 hours ago on January 23, 2022 By Owen Krepps 
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For the first time since December 28th of last year, the Vegas Golden 
Knights are finally back on the road. The team was gifted an extended 
homestand due to their two-game road trip in Alberta to take on the 
Calgary Flames and Edmonton Oilers getting postponed due to COVID-
19. In their extended eight-game homestand the Golden Knights went 3-
3-2, a lackluster home record. 

But now journeying to the Southeast United States, the Golden Knights 
will look to recapture the magic they had in their most recent road trip. 
That trip, which was set in the Northeastern United States, saw the 
Golden Knights sweep the Boston Bruins, New Jersey Devils, New York 
Rangers, and New York Islanders. 

It will be a tough challenge though as the Golden Knights are up against 
four of the best teams in the entire NHL. Games against the Washington 
Capitals, Carolina Hurricanes, Florida Panthers, and Tampa Bay 
Lightning are all on the horizon for the Golden Knights. 

“It’s a big test for us. All four teams are very good defensively and have 
high-flying offenses. It’s going to be a huge challenge. Our defensive 
structure is going to have to be dialed in and if we do that we will be 
giving ourselves a chance to win every night,” said Golden Knights 
defenseman Brayden McNabb. 

Not only this the Golden Knights will play these four games over the span 
of six days. This is a far cry from the three games in fifteen days that the 
Golden Knights are just coming off of. 

“Sometimes it is refreshing to get on the road. You go from a long 
homestand in what we had, I think it is nice to kind of get back to the 
Vegas-way of playing and getting some confidence and bodies back too,” 
said Stephenson. 

Golden Knights Injury Updates 

Speaking of getting bodies back, Zach Whitecloud, Nicolas Hauge, 
Laurent Brossoit, Max Pacioretty, Logan Thompson, and even Jack 
Eichel all are traveling with the Golden Knights. Mark Stone is the only 
name absent, currently in COVID-19 protocols. There is a chance he 
could even join the Golden Knights on the road trip, flying out separately. 

easy like Sunday morning   pic.twitter.com/Hy18Dco2s2 

— Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) January 23, 2022 

“We had four lines and seven defensemen in practice today for the first 
time in a long time… We know what we are facing here with this gauntlet 
of teams. I think the guys are excited about the opportunity to play some 
of these teams,” said Golden Knights head coach Peter DeBoer. 

Opponent 1- Washington Capitals 1/24 

The first game of the road trip will be Monday night against the 
Washington Capitals. The Capitals are once again having a strong 
season, and like the Golden Knights, have been ravaged with injuries. 
Nicklas Backstrom has played in only nine games this season, Anthony 
Mantha 10, and TJ Oshie 18. 

But despite all of this the team is tied for third in the Metropolitan Division 
with Alex Ovechkin leading the way in his 17th season. The 36-year old 
has 29 goals and 29 assists in 42 games for the Capitals this season. 
Injuries have green-lit the careers of young players like Connor 
McMichael, Aliaksei Protas, and Martin Fehevary. 

“Simply put it has been a rollercoaster of a season. Injuries and COVID-
19 have caused a lot of Hershey guys to come on up and prove their 
worth.”- Washington Hockey Now’s Sammi Sibler. 

Monday night will also mark the return of Chandler Stephenson in D.C. 
for the first time since he was traded to the Golden Knights. Stephenson 
spent five years in Washington, played in 168 games, and won a Stanley 
Cup. 

“It just kind of feels a little different. It has been a while. I think that is 
what feels so different about it is that it has been so long. It is good to 

see some of the training staff at the rink today, some familiar faces, and 
catch up,” said Stephenson. 

Opponent 2- Carolina Hurricanes 1/25 

Tuesday night’s game against the Hurricanes marks the first back-to-
back game for the Golden Knights since the 16th and 17th of December 
when the Golden Knights took on the Devils and Rangers. With Brossoit 
now traveling with the team, he will look to make his return in one of the 
team’s back-to-back games. He has missed the last six games with an 
undisclosed injury. 

The Hurricanes are second in the Metropolitan Division with 56 points. All 
things considered, the Hurricanes have had a relatively healthy season. 
They are led in scoring by Sebastian Aho who has 42 points in 35 games 
played. Anthony DeAngelo, who was acquired in the offseason has had 
quite the resurgence as he has 32 points in 31 games. Frederick 
Andersen has also put up Vezina-level numbers with 21 wins and a .928 
save percentage. 

Opponent 3- Florida Panthers 1/27 

The Panthers have been quite the entertaining team to watch this 
season. They like to score goals and a lot of them to be exact. The 
Panthers have a +50 goal differential this season which is eons better 
than the second-placed Tampa Bay Lightning in this department with a 
+26. They’ve put up nine goals twice this season, seven goals twice, and 
six goals three times. 

“The Panthers had high expectations coming into the season and 
through the first half, are exceeding them. Florida went into the second 
half leading the NHL in points, goals, and home record. This team is a 
legit Stanley Cup contender.”- Florida Hockey Now’s George Richards. 

The Golden Knights have put an emphasis on defending well all season. 
They have struggled recently with playing physical and boxing-out guys 
in front of the net. The defensive structure for the Golden Knights will be 
greatly tested when they take on the Florida Panthers this Thursday. 
Hopefully, they can do so with a fully-healthy back end. 

Opponent 4- Tampa Bay Lightning 1/29 

To wrap up the road trip the Golden Knights have perhaps the strongest 
team of them all in the Tampa Bay Lightning. The back-to-back 
defending Stanley Cup Champions are tied for the Panthers for first in 
the Atlantic Division standings. Despite not having Nikita Kucerhov once 
more, the Lightning are still a sure-fire Stanley Cup Contender as they 
look for their third-straight Stanley Cup. 

They are led in scoring by captain and two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Steven Stamkos. Their core is still intact with Victor Hedman, Ondrej 
Palat, Brayden Point, and Alex Killorn all contributing. But perhaps the 
most valuable name in Andrei Vasilevskiy will be the hardest test for the 
Golden Knights. 

As of recent, the Golden Knights have struggled in games in which they 
have registered 40+ shots. Against the Montreal Canadiens, the Golden 
Knights were only one shot off from tying their all-time shot record with 
54 shots. Vasilevskiy is simply an incredible goaltender, and the Golden 
Knights cannot afford to fall into this trap once more. 

A Sigh of Relief on the Horizon 

After this brutal road trip, the Golden Knights return home for one game 
against the Buffalo Sabres and then they start their All-Star break. T-
Mobile Arena will play host to some of the best names in the game on the 
first weekend of February. The Golden Knights will look to rest as their 
next game is a far seven days later. 

After this road trip, we could be looking at the potential return of Jack 
Eichel too. Even more, motivation for the Golden Knights to perform well 
on this upcoming road trip. Four potential Stanley Cup Finals? 
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OK Daily: Martinez, Whitecloud, Pacioretty All Join Golden Knights on 
Road Trip 

 

Published 15 hours ago on January 23, 2022 By Owen Krepps 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights traveled to Washington DC today and 
practiced at Kettler Caps Iceplex. They begin a four-game road trip in 
which they take on some of the toughest teams in the league on Monday 
when they take on the Capitals. The team is still in the midst of a 15-day 
span where they will have only played three games. 

This has proved to be beneficial to the Golden Knights on the injury front 
as Zach Whitecloud, Alec Martinez, and Max Pacioretty all traveled with 
the team. This is hinting at a potential return for these three players in the 
Golden Knights lineup before they return home on January 31st. 

Goaltenders Laurent Brossoit and Logan Thompson are also with the 
team. 

Mark Stone, who is currently in COVID-19 protocols did not travel with 
the team. However, there is a possibility that he could fly out and 
rendezvous with the Golden Knights later on in the road trip. 

Vegas: At the halfway point of the 2021-22 NHL season, let’s look at all 
of the players on the Golden Knights roster and hand out player grades 
for the team. Chandler Stephenson gets an easy A+. But where do Robin 
Lehner and William Karlsson fall? 

Also, a quick update on both the Golden Knights February schedule and 
the Golden Knight’s national TV broadcast schedule were both 
announced. 

Elsewhere in the NHL, look who scored two goals Saturday for the 
Buffalo Sabres. Both his first and second career NHL goals for former 
Golden Knight Peyton Krebs. 

Krebs out of the penalty box, 5-2 #LetsGoBuffalo #BringItToBroad 
pic.twitter.com/2CcaYak9l8 

— Buffalo Hockey moments (@SabresPlays) January 22, 2022 

NHL News, Trade Rumors, and National Hockey Now 

Long Island: Four-time Stanley Cup Champion, Hockey Hall of Famer, 
and Islander’s legend Clark Gillies has passed away at the age of 67. 

ECHL: Drama regarding Jordan Subban, Jacob Panetta, and a racial 
gesture directed at Subban in the ECHL. 

Hershey: On a less somber note, the Hershey Bears have once again set 
a new record at their Teddy Bear Toss. Capitals prospect Axel Jonsson-
Fjallby scored the goal which sent teddy bears flying onto the ice. 

Washington: Elliotte Freidman has confirmed that the Washington 
Capitals are considering Evander Kane. Ovechkin- Backstrom- Kane? 
Look out! 

Montreal: Could the struggling Canadiens look to trade top defenseman 
Jeff Petry? 

Boston: The NHL trade market is heating up regarding Arizona Coyotes 
defenseman Jakob Chychryn. The Bruins and Florida Panthers are 
reportedly in the mix to acquire Chychryn but the Coyotes are asking for 
a high price in return. 

Jake DeBrusk’s trade value has continued to go up and up since the 
winger has requested a trade. 

Vancouver: Brock Boeser and Elias Pettersson’s agents Ben Hankinson 
and Pat Brisson spoke out on trade rumors regarding some of the 
Canucks’ top players. 

The pick for the Canucks’ general manager might come down to current 
Penguins assistant GM Patrick Allvin. 

Edmonton: Things continue to get worse for the Oilers as both Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Mike Smith have been placed on injured reserve. 
For Nugent-Hopkins it’s long-term. 

Pittsburgh: Injury updates for the Pittsburgh Penguins include Zach 
Aston-Reese being listed as day-to-day and Louis Domingue out week-
to-week. 

Colorado: Former Erie Otter Kuris MacDermid is embracing his role as 
an enforcer for the Colorado Avalanche. But should the role of an 
enforcer still be in today’s NHL? 

Detroit: Longtime Red Wing Justin Abdelkader has signed a professional 
tryout with the Grand Rapids Griffons of the AHL. 

Philly: The Flyers’ losing streak has hit eleven games. 

Women’s Hockey: The Premier Hockey Federation (PHF) is officially 
expanding to Montreal and the future is looking bright for women’s 
hockey. 

Olympics: Lastly, here is an updated list of every confirmed player 
heading to the 2022 IIHF Winter Olympic Games in Beijing. With the NHL 
not attending, the only Golden Knights connection is prospect Brendan 
Brisson for Team USA. 
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Senators close out road trip with victory over the Blue Jackets 

 

Bruce Garrioch 
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SENATORS 2, BLUE JACKETS 1 

Anton Forsberg and the Ottawa Senators lowered the boom Sunday 
night. 

The folks who set off the cannon when the home teams didn’t have a lot 
of work thanks to a 35-save performance from the Senators’ backup 
goalie in the club’a 2-1 victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets at 
Nationwide Arena. 

Tim Stuetzle and Artem Zub did the scoring for the Senators as they put 
the brakes on a three-game winless streak with a strong effort. 

Trying to close out this road trip on a positive note after a 3-2 overtime 
loss Saturday in Washington, the Senators were trying to win in 
Columbus for the first time since Jan. 19, 2017. 

The victory ended the club’s five-game losing skid in the rink and allowed 
the Senators to finish the trip with three of a possible six points. 

“We’re playing really good on the road right now,” said coach D.J. Smith 
after the win. “We finished over .500 in the last nine game.” 

Give Forsberg credit because he was solid against his former team. He 
was drafted No. 188 overall by the Jackets in 2011 and only played nine 
games over two seasons before the club moved on from him in 2017. 

This was only the second time in Forsberg’s career he has faced the 
Blue Jackets and it was nice for him to get the win. 
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“It was nice to get back. That’s the team that drafted me, I spent my first 
few years of pro here and I still have a lot of friends on that team,” said 
Forsberg. “After the last game, it was nice to get back on track and get a 
win.” 

The Senators weren’t able to give him a lot of run support because they 
went 0-for-3 on the power play, but he made the stops the club needed, 
especially Columbus’ two chances with the man advantage. 

The Jackets made a hard push at the end and Forsberg stood tall to shut 
the door. That’s the kind of goaltending the Senators need if they’re 
going to have any chance to put a win streak together. 

“He was right back to where he was before he got COVID-19 (last 
month),” Smith said. “He saw everything tonight. He couldn’t do anything 
on the goal that beat him and it’s a great feeling for your team when 
you’ve got a goalie that’s feeling it. 

“You know he’s seeing it, you know he’s in a groove and you know he’s 
motivated. This team cast him aside and players always have that in the 
back of their mind. They got cut for a certain player, they carry that with 
them and it’s good to see him get that win.” 

The club did a better job in the third period getting this one across the 
finish line. That wasn’t the case less than 24 hours earlier in Washington. 

The Senators were outshot 10-8 in the third but didn’t make the kind of 
mistakes that cost them the win in Washington. These are the games 
they have to learn to win and the club upped its record to 10-1-1 this 
season when leading after two periods. 

Sometimes it’s not about how you start the game, but how you finish and 
this game the Senators did a good job in both areas. 

“We were calmer,” said Smith. “We gave up a few (chances), they were 
pushing but we took care of the inside of the ice, especially in our zone. 

“They had a lot of zone time but we did a good job boxing them out. And, 
I thought when they had some pressure, I thought (Erik Brannstrom) did 
a good job skating us out of trouble rather than trying to flip it out or just 
giving it away. I thought he showed a lot of poise by almost carrying it to 
the red line himself.” 

A highlight reel goal by Stuetzle gave the club a 2-1 lead after two 
periods. 

He made a great individual effort by taking a pass from Alex Formenton, 
splitting the Columbus defence and then showing great patience to beat 
Columbus goalie Elvis Merzlikins with a beauty backhander at 16:02 of 
the second. 

This was Stuetzle’s seventh goal of the season and it’s one you’re going 
to see a lot because it was a display of pure skill. It came after Smith 
moved Drake Batherson to play with Stuetzle and Formenton. 

“It was great to get the win and I thought Forsberg did an outstanding 
job,” said Stuetzle. 

Making his first start since being pulled after giving up two goals on eight 
shots Thursday in Pittsburgh, Forsberg got off to a good start in this one, 
but allowed a late goal by Columbus’ Sean Kuraly to tie it up at 1-1. 

While Forsberg had been spectacular, he couldn’t do anything as Kuraly 
redirected the puck by him with 34 seconds left in the period. 

The Senators were able to get on the board first. Zub isn’t known for his 
goal scoring ability but he had his third goal in the club’s last eight games 
when his shot from the point changed directions beat Merzlikins at 7:59. 

Ottawa will host the Buffalo Sabres Tuesday to start a four-game home 
stand that will be played in an empty Canadian Tire Centre 
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SNAPSHOTS: Alex Formenton has taken his game to another level 
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Alex Formenton has been turning heads. 

The Ottawa Senators winger is playing with confidence and he’s making 
the most of his opportunity. 

With 13 points in his last 14 games, the 22-year-old Formenton has been 
a consistent contributor and he does the job at both ends of the ice. He’s 
a smart, responsible player who also uses his speed to his advantage. 

Formenton set up Zach Sanford for his seventh of the season in the 
club’s 3-2 overtime loss to the Washington Capitals Saturday at Capital 
One Arena. He has three goals and 11 points in his last 11 games. 

“Every game I want to get better no matter where I play,” Formenton 
said. “I want to be contributing defensively and offensively. I’m going to 
keep working and trying to get better each game.” 

Coach D.J. Smith noted Sunday before facing the Columbus Blue 
Jackets at Nationwide Arena that Formenton is having success because 
he’s been developed the right way. 

“It takes time. It’s easy to say, just throw them in, play in the NHL 
because it doesn’t matter,” Smith said. “I can talk to him every day, and 
reassure him, but at the end of the day players need to know they can do 
it at this level and see the results. As soon as they set it, they go back to 
what they did in junior. 

“And, they realize, ‘Okay, I’m good enough to do it at this level’. You’re 
seeing that with (Formenton) now. He’s more consistent, he’s done a 
nice job on the penalty kill, he’s a threat every night, he’s drawing 
penalties and he’s making plays. The biggest progress for me is his 
offensive-zone cycle. 

“You saw him (Saturday), he made a couple of nice moves, he kept his 
feet moving and he made a great pass (Sanford). If he can do that with 
his game the sky is the limit for this guy.” 

CHEMISTRY LESSON 

Formenton has been skating on a line with centre Tim Stuetzle and 
Sanford. 

They’ve looked good together and Smith really liked what he saw from 
the 20-year-old Stuetzle against the Caps. 

“In the third period some guys just started slapping the puck away and 
that’s where I really liked Timmy,” Smith said. “That’s why I started 
Timmy in overtime because I thought he was our best player. He was 
skating, he didn’t, in the moment, just give the puck away. 

“He wanted to be difference-maker and it was great to see.” 

Smith said Stuetzle took his game to another level. 

“When the pressure came on in the third period you find out about certain 
players if they’re ready to really be on the big stage or where they’re at in 
their development,” Smith said. “And when it’s 2-2, crowd is jumping and 
you could fold to ( Alex) Ovechkin, (Nicklas) Backstrom and ( Evgeny) 
Kuznetsov , and you feel that heat, what I saw from Timmy was a 
calming presence with the puck. 

“He didn’t give it away, he continued to skate, going forward, being 
dangerous, making plays. He broke the puck out and that’s awfully early 
in a young guys career to have that kind of poise.” 

OFF THE GLASS 
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Smith made two changes against the Jackets. Defenceman Victor Mete 
suited up for the first time Jan. 1. A scratch in five straight, he took the 
place of Jacob Bernard-Docker while forward Tyler Ennis  was in for 
Clark Bishop … Thought we may see goalie Matt Murray against the 
Jackets in this back-to-back situation but the club went with Anton 
Forsberg . He made 30 saves in the club’s OT loss in Washington. Smith 
liked what he saw. “He was great (Saturday),” Sanford said. “For us to 
not be able to hold on and help him out a little bit more is tough. He 
deserved better.” … Winger Tyler Boucher, assigned to the 67’s after 
leaving Boston University and signing with the Senators, has been 
rehabbing with the club’s training staff at the Canadian Tire Centre. He 
will join the 67’s this week and if he’s healthy could play later this week. If 
not, he’ll most certainly make his debut the week after … Tuesday’s visit 
by the Sabres is still scheduled to be played in an empty rink with 
provincial restrictions in place. 

WAITING GAME 

You won’t be seeing defenceman Nikita Zaitsev (heel) or winger Connor 
Brown (broken jaw) anytime soon. 

Smith said Sunday that Zaitsev hasn’t resumed skating which means 
he’ll no longer be ready to play by the end of January. He suffered the 
injury Dec. 16 against the Tampa Bay Lightning and has missed seven 
games. 

Neither is expected to be back until after the NHL all-star break Feb. 7 at 
the earliest. 

“With those guys out it allows guys to get some more minutes and some 
more looks,” Smith said. “It’s not ideal for a young team to lose some 
older guys that play a lot of important minutes and are good leaders for 
this team. 

“At the same time, they’re some great minutes for younger guys.” 

THE LAST WORDS 

If you’ve never been to Nationwide Arena to see the Blue Jackets, it’s 
one of the great places in the NHL because it’s fun and has a great 
atmosphere. 

Just remember they fire a cannon every time the Jackets score. 

“This is a loud building. We don’t want to hear that cannon. If we don’t 
hear that cannon, it’s a good thing,” Smith said before the game. 

Every opponent feels that way. 
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Weekend Senators wrap: Tim Stützle and Alex Formenton take a 
quantum leap forward to help create second line 

 

By Ian Mendes Jan 24, 2022 

 

Tim Stützle carried his swagger from the ice right into his postgame 
media session with reporters Sunday evening. 

Fresh off scoring a game-winning, highlight-reel goal against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets, the 20-year-old felt confident enough to take a 
swipe at Alex Formenton when he was asked about their budding 
chemistry as linemates. 

“He’s such a fast skater and I try and get him the puck as much as I can. 
But it’s different in soccer. He’s a terrible soccer player,” Stützle said with 
a laugh. “He’s got to work on that.” 

Later in his session, Stützle gave his linemate a reprieve by saying, “I 
think in Canada, not many kids grow up playing soccer. But he’s playing 
every day before the game, so he’s getting better.” 

Whatever strides Formenton makes with the pregame soccer routine will 
likely pale in comparison with the quantum leap forward Stützle has 
taken over the past month. And even before he scored his dazzling goal 
Sunday in Columbus to beat the Blue Jackets 2-1, you could sense the 
confidence and support he was receiving from the coaching staff. Earlier 
in the week, he logged a career-high 22:41 of ice time in a game against 
the Buffalo Sabres. Then Saturday in Washington against the Capitals, 
Stützle played 7:10 in the third period alone, the second-highest total of 
any forward on the team. And then for just the second time in his NHL 
career, Stützle was put on the ice to start the three-on-three overtime 
session. 

It was clear Stützle has crossed a threshold with head coach D.J. Smith, 
who feels comfortable deploying his young forward in the biggest 
moments of tightly contested games. 

“In the third period, you find out about certain players, if they’re ready to 
be on the big stage or where they’re at in their development. What I saw 
from Timmy was a calming presence with the puck. He didn’t just give it 
away,” Smith said Saturday night. “It’s awfully early in a young guy’s 
career to have that kind of poise.” 

The last part of Smith’s comment from Saturday night ended up being 
somewhat prophetic, as Stützle was overflowing with poise when he 
scored the game-winning marker Sunday evening. The young centre 
picked up a pass from Formenton in the neutral zone and burst into the 
Columbus zone with a dash of his world-class speed. After splitting a pair 
of defenders, he calmly took the puck to his backhand and outwaited 
Jackets netminder Elvis Merzlikins and deposited the puck into the net. It 
was a brilliant combination of speed, skill and patience. 

Stützle reluctantly avoided jumping into the debate of whether that was 
the nicest goal he’s scored at the NHL level.  When asked to compare his 
goal Sunday against his first-ever NHL marker — which required a 
tremendous amount of hand-eye coordination and skill against Toronto 
last season — Stützle simply deferred giving a definitive answer. 

“It’s hard to tell,” Stützle said. “I think (both) goals were pretty nice.” 

What’s not up for debate is Stutzle’s newfound confidence, which has 
seemingly coincided with his move to the centre ice position. The 
Senators were forced to put Stützle at centre in late November, after 
early-season injuries to Colin White and Shane Pinto. And now he’s 
essentially split his season as a winger and a forward, and the results — 
at least from a basic offensive standpoint — are quite jarring. 

Stützle's splits this season 

GP G-A-PTS SHOTS SHOOTING PCT TOI 

As winger 

16 

1-6-7 

32 

3.1 

17:43 

As centre 

18 

6-6-12 

43 

14.0 

17:24 
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Stützle’s shooting percentage has skyrocketed as a centreman, as he’s 
enjoying almost five times as much success at finding the back of the net 
versus his time as a winger. And Sunday evening, Stützle flatly stated he 
feels more confident as a centreman. 

“Since I got moved to the middle, I just want the puck every time I’m 
breaking it out,” Stützle said. “I’m trying to make as calm plays as I can 
because if you watch the best players in the league, they have so much 
poise when they get the puck. And I’ve just tried to bring that to my 
game.” 

Another great indicator of Stützle’s confidence is the fact he’s drawn an 
opposition penalty in four consecutive games. Earlier in this season, 
Stützle was adept at drawing opposition penalties, including in a game 
against the New York Rangers in October, when he drew four calls. But it 
had been extremely quiet on that front, as he drew only one penalty in 
the 11-game stretch from Nov. 11 to Dec. 6. 

In his past 11 games played, Stützle has drawn 10 minor penalties, 
which puts him alongside some pretty elite company. 

Most penalties drawn since Dec. 7 

PLAYER PENALTIES DRAWN 

Tyler Bertuzzi 

13 

Mikko Rantanen 

12 

Ryan Lomberg 

11 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 

11 

Tim Stutzle 

10 

Nazem Kadri 

10 

Brad Marchand 

9 

If there is only a tiny complaint about Stützle’s game, it would be his work 
in the faceoff circle. He’s been getting cleaned out on draws, winning 
only 31 out of 111 faceoffs this season. His 27.9 percent success rate in 
the NHL is the worst of any centre who has taken at least 100 draws this 
season. 

And Sunday evening, Smith even alluded to the fact he would have liked 
to see Stützle get more than his 13:33 of ice time — but that faceoffs 
were a part of the equation. 

“I probably could have given him some more minutes, but he obviously 
had a little struggle in the circle there, so I put some guys in there to win 
some draws,” Smith said after the game. “But he’s a difference-maker for 
us tonight.” 

Saturday, Smith pointed to Stützle’s linemate Formenton as a major 
catalyst for creating some much-needed offence from the second line. 
Formenton helped create Ottawa’s second goal of the night in 
Washington, with a power move down low in the corner before dishing to 
an open Zach Sanford in front of the net. Formenton has the reputation of 
being a dominant player in the neutral zone with his speed, but now 
Smith believes he’s adding a new element to his game. 

“For me, probably the biggest progression in his game is his O-zone 
cycle. He’s always been a guy that can really fly off the rush,” Smith said 

of Formenton’s setup on the Sanford goal Saturday. “If he can do that 
with his game, the sky is the limit for this guy.” 

Stützle and Formenton have become an inseparable duo — at least in 
the short term. And right now, they are both enjoying the most productive 
stretches of their NHL careers. Stützle has collected 11 points over his 
past 13 games, and Formenton has notched nine points over his past 
eight contests. 

The right winger on their line has featured a revolving cast, including 
Sanford, Connor Brown and Nick Paul. 

But Sunday’s game might have given us a preview of one look the 
Senators might toy with for the final 48 games of the regular season. In 
the second period, Smith took Drake Batherson off his top unit with Josh 
Norris and Brady Tkachuk and dropped him down with Stützle and 
Formenton to create a more dangerous look on the second line. 

“It gives us two offensive lines and two checking lines,” Smith said. 

This trio has spent only 17:22 together at even strength this season, per 
Natural Stat Trick, but they’ve outshot the opposition 15-10 (60 SF%) and 
outscored opponents 2-0. Batherson has spent almost 300 minutes at 
even strength with Norris and Tkachuk this season, so shifting linemates 
will likely take a small adjustment. 

Stützle seems to be salivating at the idea of playing regularly with 
Batherson, who is leading the team with 33 points in 30 games. They 
often find each other on seam passes on the power play, but the chance 
to be regular linemates at even strength is appealing to Stützle. 

“In my opinion, Drake is one of the best players and one of the most 
underrated players in the league,” Stützle said. “What he does night in 
and night out is just so much fun to watch and I really enjoy playing with 
him.” 

And the head coach hinted we might see this configuration again in the 
weeks ahead, as the Senators try their best to assemble their top-six 
forward group with the most lethal combination possible. 

“When I look forward to down the stretch here, I like that look of (Stützle), 
Formenton and Batherson,” Smith said. “It’s a lot of speed and skill, and 
it gives us a few more options.” 
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Brother of Devils’ P.K. Subban says he was target of racist gesture 
during minor-league hockey game 

 

By Kevin Manahan 

 

A minor-league hockey player has been suspended indefinitely after 
allegedly making a racist gesture toward a Black opponent in an ECHL 
game on Saturday night. In an overtime period, Jacksonville Icemen 
defenseman Jacob Panetta allegedly targeted South Carolina Stingrays’ 
Jordan Subban, who is Black. 

The ECHL said the indefinite suspension is pending a hearing under its 
collective bargaining agreement with its players. 

In a report by USA Today: 

Subban, the younger brother of New Jersey Devils defenseman and 
three-time NHL All-Star P.K. Subban, accused Panetta of making a 
monkey gesture following Saturday night’s game, posting on Twitter at 
10:28 p.m. 

Subban tweeted: “More like @JPanetta12 [Panetta] was too much of a 
coward to fight me and as soon as I began to turn my back he started 
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making monkey gestures at me so I punched him in the face multiple 
times and he turtled like the coward he is.” 

P.K. Subban responded to the incident on social media: 

““They don’t call the east coast league [ECHL] the jungle because my 
brother and the other black players are the monkeys! Hey [Jacob 
Panetta], you shouldn’t be so quick delete your Twitter or your Instagram 
account you will probably be able to play again… that’s what history says 
but things are changing. now not just the hockey world knows your true 
colours… your hometown of Belleville knows, your family, and friends 
know you’re a fraud ..with everything that has gone on in the past couple 
years in the world I’ll say with all due respect to everyone who has an 
opinion, this isn’t a mistake. We all know what’s ok and what’s not. Even 
your own teammates wanted to see you get your clock cleaned. This 
happens a lot and it never gets exposed in the lower leagues. One thing 
that I love about this is Jordan’s teammates standing in there and 
showing support. Love that.” 

The Stingrays released a statement that said the organization was 
“disgusted and appalled.” In addition, the Hershey Bears of the ECHL 
released a statement that said they “stand with Jordan Subban.” 
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'It's distasteful': P.K. Subban doesn't want pity, seeks change following 
racist incident 

 

Andrew Tredinnick, North Jersey Media Group 1/24/2022 

 

NEWARK — P.K. Subban couldn't sleep following the Devils' victory over 
the Hurricanes on Saturday night. The Devils defenseman had bigger 
things to worry about — his family. 

He spent the night stewing about what had happened with his brother, 
Jordan Subban, a defenseman of the South Carolina Stingrays of the 
ECHL. 

Twenty-three seconds into overtime in a game between the Stingrays 
and Jacksonville Icemen Saturday night, the teams came together in a 
clash near corner of the ice. As Jordan Subban and Icemen defenseman 
Jacob Panetta skated toward their benches, Subban, who is Black, 
alleged that Panetta made "monkey gestures" toward him.   

"Sheer disappointment. It’s distasteful," P.K. Subban said after the Devils' 
game Sunday. "There’s no room for it in our game. I’m embarrassed. I’m 
embarrassed because our game is better than this." 

Panetta was suspended indefinitely following the game and later 
released by the Icemen, but the incident sent a tremor through the sport. 

After the game, P.K. Subban said he felt accountability to call out recent 
racist actions in the game of hockey because he has established a 
platform to try and inspire better behavior. 

One day prior to Jordan Subban's incident, the AHL suspended San Jose 
Barracuda forward Krystof Hrabik for 30 games after he made a "racist 
gesture" toward Tucson Roadrunners forward Boko Imama. 

"We don’t expect anyone to feel sorry and we don’t really expect anybody 
to really understand that isn’t Black," P.K. Subban said. "If you’re not 
Black, you’re not going to understand, and that’s OK with us. You can 
debate on whether it’s racism, placeism, whatever you want. For us, this 
is life. This is life for us, and that’s what’s sad. 

"This is life for people who look like me, that have gone through the game 
of hockey and that’s part of the history, whether we like it or not. We’re 
trying to change that. I’m an advocate to try and change that, but to do 

that, we’ve to bring people together and hopefully this is another step in 
doing that." 

P.K. Subban is no stranger to trying to bring people of all communities 
together. He created the Blueline Buddies program while playing for the 
Nashville Predators in an effort to allow police officers and 
underprivileged youth to bond over a night of hockey. 

The latest incidents came with Black History Month just over the horizon 
and on the heels of Willie O'Ree, the first Black player in the NHL, having 
his No. 22 retired by the Boston Bruins. 

P.K. Subban said he is also working with former player Anson Carter to 
continue to work with the NHL on diversity initiatives. He said the support 
of the Devils and the ownership group, led by Josh Harris and David 
Blitzer, gives him the energy to come to the rink each day. 

While not everyone understands what he and other Black players have 
gone through, P.K. Subban hopes bringing it to light can help progress 
be made. 

"Fortunately, his name was Subban on the back of the jersey and he’s 
got an older brother that plays in the league that understands him, loves 
him, cares about him and wants to see the league move in the right 
direction and is willing to do whatever he has to do to move the league in 
the right direction," P.K. Subban said. "I think we can take this and turn it 
into a positive with actionable items, but we can’t glaze over it and think 
that this is just a misunderstanding." 
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Jesper Bratt's two goals not enough as Devils fade late in loss to Kings 

 

Andrew Tredinnick, North Jersey Media Group 1/23/2022 

 

NEWARK — The Devils were desperately searching for some traction as 
the season drifts toward the midway point. 

But 51 minutes into the second half of a back-to-back, the Devils' 
momentum slipped away. 

After picking up arguably their biggest win of the season over the 
Hurricanes on Saturday night, the Devils could not replicate the feat and 
fell in a 3-2 loss to the Kings at Prudential Center. 

"You want to win and when you come back to the rink today from the 
game we had yesterday, we want to keep building on that and get a 
winning streak going," Jesper Bratt said. "Obviously it’s a 
disappointment, but I feel like there’s some really good things we had in 
the game and we can address those things and improve the things that 
we’ve got to do better to win those games." 

Carl Grundstrom gave the Kings their first lead of the game with 8:55 left 
as he sped down the middle of the attacking zone and cashed in on a 
return pass from Dustin Brown into the lower right corner. 

The Devils led twice in the first period but could not keep up the pressure 
as the game went on. They were outshot 14-5 in the second period as 
the Kings began to work into a rhythm and tied the score. 

"The energy was good in the first," Lindy Ruff said. "We came out and I 
thought we made a few mistakes in the second. The fact that they’re 
sitting in our building, didn’t play last night, their energy just seemed to be 
a little bit better than ours. We couldn’t quite knock enough people off the 
pucks, couldn’t quite get to the front of the net." 
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Jesper Bratt provided an early spark with a pair of first-period goals to 
elevate his team lead to 13 goals on the season. Damon Severson 
played a factor in both goals to lift his assist total to 13 on the season. 

The Devils went ahead two minutes and 37 seconds into the game, but 
the Kings answered with a goal from Alex Iafallo three minutes and 10 
seconds later. 

After Bratt gave the Devils a 2-1 lead with 2:26 left in the first period, the 
Kings answered on a breakaway goal from Viktor Arvidsson when the 
Devils were caught in the middle of a change with around four minutes to 
play in the second period. 

But the Devils were held scoreless for the final 42 minutes of action. 
They looked a step slower than the Kings for the remainder of the game 
and were outshot 37-25 over 60 minutes. 

Set the table 

Severson picked his head up to the right of the circle in the Devils’ 
defensive zone and spotted Bratt speeding toward the opposing blue 
line. 

The Devils defenseman rifled a pass half the length of the ice and Bratt 
was quickly one-on-one with Kings goaltender. Bratt deked to his 
forehand and slipped in his opening goal. 

"His speed is so dangerous," Ruff said. "The first goal, he got in behind 
them, we stretched them out, did a good play to get the puck up to him 
and just his quickness alone created the goal."  

Late in the first period following a Kings slashing penalty, it was Hughes’ 
turn to help the Devils break through. 

It was the fourth straight game that the Devils have scored a power play 
goal – the most this season and longest streak with a power play goal 
since Oct. 17 through Nov. 2, 2019 (six games). 

The Devils wunderkind cut down the left side and pushed across a no-
look pass to Bratt on the right side to allow him to hit a wide open net. 

"It was a real nice power-play goal," Ruff said. "Real good setup, real 
good look, net front. Made their goalie fight and see and didn’t see the 
pass and real good pass by Jack and real good finish by Bratt." 

Between the pipes 

John Gillies made a second straight start for the Devils on Sunday night 
with starting goalie Mackenzie Blackwood taking another day to rest. 

Ruff said that Blackwood is “working on some stuff” but did not specify 
exactly what. Blackwood missed part of training camp as he recovered 
from offseason heel surgery. He has also missed time with a neck injury 
and COVID-19 this season. 

“You know we’ve had a lot maintenance with him where he hasn’t skated 
or his practice time has been cut,” Ruff said before Sunday’s game. “It’s 
something we’ve been dealing with for a long period.” 

After winning his first game of the season on Saturday, Gillies, who was 
traded to the Devils in mid-December, turned in a better performance one 
day later even in a losing performance. 

He stopped 34 shots and flashed strong superior rebound control through 
the game. Two of the Kings' goals came on odd-man rushes. 

"He gave us a chance to win a hockey game," Ruff said. "He played a 
good game for us, and I think that’s all you can ask for. Tough back-to-
back, but giving us a really good chance to win the game." 

The Devils have been looking for a primary backup goalie since 
offseason signing Jonathan Bernier underwent hip surgery on Jan. 3.  

They have used six goalies this season, including Akira Schmid and Nico 
Daws, who are currently on the Utica Comets roster. With injuries and 
COVID-19, the Devils also needed to call upon emergency goalie Kyle 

Shapiro, a New Jersey Titans head coach, for a matchup with the 
Islanders on Jan. 13. 

Gillies was up to the task in each of the last two games. 
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Lindy Ruff says Subban family has NJ Devils' support following racist 
incident in ECHL 

 

Andrew Tredinnick, North Jersey Media Group 1/23/2022 

 

NEWARK — Lindy Ruff said there is no place for racism in hockey. 

The Devils coach's remarks came a day after Jacksonville Iceman 
defenseman Jacob Pannetta allegedly made a racist gesture toward 
South Carolina Stingrays defenseman Jordan Subban, who is Black, 
during the teams' ECHL game on Saturday night in North Charleston, 
S.C. 

According the USA TODAY, Jordan Subban, the brother of Devils 
defenseman P.K. Subban, said Pannetta made "monkey gestures" 
toward him during an altercation during overtime in Saturday's game. 

"What happened to P.K.’s brother is totally unacceptable in today’s 
game, and I mean totally," Ruff said. "We as a team and as a family 
totally support P.K. and his family right now." 

On Sunday, the ECHL announced that Pannetta, who is a 26-year-old 
native of Belleville, Ontario, had been suspended indefinitely pending a 
hearing under the league's collective bargaining agreement.  

Later, Icemen CEO Andy Kauffmann announced that the team would be 
releasing Pannetta in a tweet that said the ownership group has a "zero 
tolerance for racism or any forms of hate against any group whatsoever." 

Following the game, Jordan Subban took to Twitter to voice what 
allegedly happened, saying Pannetta "started making monkey gestures 
at me so I punched him in the face multiple times." 

More like @JPanetta12 was too much of a coward to fight me and as 
soon as I began to turn my back he started making monkey gestures at 
me so I punched him in the face multiple times and he turtled like the 
coward he is. There fixed it   https://t.co/JtPqpN9wwE 

— Jordan Subban (@jordansubban) January 23, 2022 

P.K. Subban came to his brother's defense on Twitter following the 
Devils' 7-4 win over the Hurricanes on Saturday. In a tweet, he said that 
"this happens a lot in the lower leagues and is never exposed. One thing 
I love about this is Jordan's teammates standing in there and showing 
support." 

They don’t call the east coast league the jungle because my brother and 
the other black players are the monkeys! Hey @jacobpanetta you 
shouldn’t be so quick delete your Twitter or your Instagram account you 
will probably be able to play again… that’s what history says but things 
pic.twitter.com/8zOJ9q47pk 

— P.K. Subban (@PKSubban1) January 23, 2022 

The South Carolina Stingrays also released a statement Sunday, 
reading: "The South Carolina Stingrays are disgusted and appalled by 
last night's involving Jordan Subban. Our organization stands in support 
of our friend and teammate, Jordan, as well as other players who 
continue to deal with racism and discrimination. This behavior has to stop 
and is unacceptable." 
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Grundstrom lifts Kings to 3-2 win over Devils 

 

ALLAN KREDA 1/23/2022 

 

NEWARK — Carl Grundstrom scored the tiebreaking goal midway 
through the third period and Cal Petersen made 23 saves to lift the Los 
Angeles Kings to a 3-2 win over New Jersey Devils on Sunday night. 

Alex Iafallo and Viktor Arvidsson also scored for the Kings, who snapped 
a three-game losing streak to start a six-game trip. 

Jesper Bratt scored twice for the Devils and Damon Severson had two 
assists. Jon Gillies, coming off his first win since 2018 the previous night, 
had 34 saves. 

Gillies, a 28-year-old journeyman acquired from St. Louis last month, has 
played for five teams this season, including two in the AHL and one in the 
ECHL. 

Grundstrom’s sixth goal of the season came at 11:05 of the third with an 
assist to veteran forward Dustin Brown, who is in his 18th season with 
the Kings. 

Bratt opened the scoring 2:37 into the game, beating Petersen on a 
breakaway. 

Iafallo tied it at 5:47 when he rifled the puck past Gillies for his 12th goal. 

Bratt then scored on the power play, his team-leading 13th goal of the 
season, with 2:26 remaining in the period to put New Jersey ahead 2-1. 

The 23-year-old Bratt, a sixth-round pick by the Devils in 2016, leads the 
team with a career-best 36 points. It was the fourth straight game the 
Devils notched a power-play goal. 

Arvidsson tied it again with 4:01 left in the second for his 10th of the 
season. 

NOTES 

Kings D Drew Doughty played his 998th career game. ... The Kings won 
the previous meeting this season, 3-2 in overtime in Los Angeles on Nov. 
5. ... The Devils last hosted the Kings on Feb. 8, 2020, a 3-0 New Jersey 
win. ... The Devils scratched D Mason Geertsen and F Jesper Boqvist 
and F Marian Studenic. ... The Kings scratched F Rasmus Kupari and D 
Austin Strand. ... The Devils are 4-10-2 against the Western Conference 
and are 1-4-2 in second games of back to backs. 

UP NEXT 

Devils: Host Dallas on Tuesday night. 

Kings: At the New York Rangers on Monday night. 
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Carl Grundstrom's goal sinks Devils against Kings 

 

Associated Press 1/23/2022 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — Carl Grundstrom scored the tiebreaking goal midway 
through the third period and Cal Petersen made 23 saves to lift the Los 
Angeles Kings to a 3-2 win over New Jersey Devils on Sunday night. 

Alex Iafallo and Viktor Arvidsson also scored for the Kings, who snapped 
a three-game losing streak to start a six-game trip. 

Jesper Bratt scored twice for the Devils and Damon Severson had two 
assists. Jon Gillies, coming off his first win since 2018 the previous night, 
had 34 saves. 

Gillies, a 28-year-old journeyman acquired from St. Louis last month, has 
played for five teams this season, including two in the AHL and one in the 
ECHL. 

Gundstrom’s sixth goal of the season came at 11:05 of the third with an 
assist to veteran forward Dustin Brown, who is in his 18th season with 
the Kings. 

“It was a tough game. The key was to find a way to win,” Grundstrom 
said. ”That’s been a struggle the last couple of games. It’s huge to start 
with a win on a long road trip like this.” 

Bratt opened the scoring 2:37 into the game, beating Petersen on a 
breakaway. 

Iafallo tied it at 5:47 when he rifled the puck past Gillies for his 12th goal. 

Bratt then scored on the power play, his team-leading 13th goal of the 
season, with 2:26 remaining in the period to put New Jersey ahead 2-1. 

The 23-year-old Bratt, a sixth-round pick by the Devils in 2016, leads the 
team with a career-best 36 points. It was the fourth straight game the 
Devils notched a power-play goal. 

“They played a smart game, they’re a good team, they play tough,” Bratt 
said. ”I felt like we had a good push and we had some good chances but 
wasn’t really at the percentage we needed to.” 

Arvidsson tied it again with 4:01 left in the second for his 10th of the 
season, before Grundstrom scored the winner in the final period in which 
the Kings outshot the Devils 17-10. 

Bratt spoke highly of Gillies, who was playing his second game in two 
nights. Gillies is the sixth goaltender to start a game this season for the 
Devils. 

“It’s tough to come in and play back to back and he’s been doing a great 
job for us,″ Bratt said. ”He had a good game and he had some good 
saves yesterday, too.” 

The Kings will visit the Rangers on Monday and the Islanders on 
Thursday before continuing their long trip in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and 
Detroit before the All-Star break. 

Kings coach Todd McLellan said it was key for his squad to begin with a 
victory, especially coming off his team’s losing streak as the playoff races 
tightens. 

“It doesn’t make the job any easier but at least you have one in the bank 
and more importantly, we got to look back at the three losses we came in 
with, particularly how we lost them and the mistakes we’re making,” he 
said. ”We corrected a lot of those tonight. So that was a good first step.” 
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The Athletic / Clark: Shocked that racism keeps happening in hockey? 
Don’t be. 

 

By Ryan S. Clark Jan 23, 2022 

 

Why? 

Why is anyone surprised that this still keeps happening? 
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Because of that time we watched an eight-minute, 46-second video from 
summer 2020? Because we “learned and listened?” Because we made 
the effort to learn about those who are different when that really should 
have been happening in the first place? 

Because we support the Hockey Diversity Alliance pushing for a 
movement the NHL still cannot fully support? Because we were happy 
Willie O’Ree’s number was finally retired in 2022 knowing full well a 
trailblazer such as this should have received the honor many years 
earlier? 

Maybe the real question we need to be asking is: Are we expecting too 
much from those within hockey when it comes to whether or not this 
game will ever get better for everyone? 

Racism and the racist acts that come with it are not isolated incidents. 
They happen. They keep happening. They are going to continue 
happening. 

Look at what we saw this weekend alone. The AHL announced Friday it 
suspended San Jose Barracudas forward Krystof Hrabik for 30 games for 
using a racist gesture against Tucson Roadrunners forward Boko Imama. 
You would think a player getting suspended for 30 games – regardless of 
the league – would be enough to send even the simplest of messages. 
The message in this case being there should be enough incentive to stay 
away from doing the same thing for the sake of self-interest so you also 
do not risk getting suspended and can continue playing hockey. 

Or so it seemed until Saturday night when South Carolina Stingrays 
defenseman Jordan Subban tweeted how he was subjected to a racist 
gesture from Jacksonville Icemen defenseman Jacob Panetta in an 
ECHL game. Subban alleged Panetta made monkey gestures in his 
direction. 

Subban’s older brother and New Jersey Devils defenseman, P.K. 
Subban, tweeted a video of the incident showing the interaction. 

THEY DON’T CALL THE EAST COAST LEAGUE THE JUNGLE 
BECAUSE MY BROTHER AND THE OTHER BLACK PLAYERS ARE 
THE MONKEYS! HEY @JACOBPANETTA YOU SHOULDN’T BE SO 
QUICK DELETE YOUR TWITTER OR YOUR INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT 
YOU WILL PROBABLY BE ABLE TO PLAY AGAIN… THAT’S WHAT 
HISTORY SAYS BUT THINGS PIC.TWITTER.COM/8ZOJ9Q47PK 

— P.K. SUBBAN (@PKSUBBAN1) JANUARY 23, 2022 

The ECHL announced Sunday morning it would indefinitely suspend 
Panetta pending a hearing under the league’s collective bargaining 
agreement. Moments later, the Icemen also issued a statement saying 
they would cooperate with the league’s investigation while adding “as an 
organization, our fans, partners and sponsors know our core values and 
we intend to make comments and decisions after completion of league 
review.” 

It then only took a few hours for the Icemen to release another statement 
saying they are releasing Panetta “effective immediately” while 
apologizing to “any one (sic) who was offended and look forward to 
beginning the process of healing together as one.” 

So where’s the apology for Jordan Subban? Seriously. Where is the 
actual apology for the one person impacted by this more than anyone 
else? It’s already bad enough the team’s initial statement felt the need to 
include how their partners and sponsors know their core values. OK, fine. 
It’s damage control and we get it. But the fact the statement does not 
specifically apologize to Subban says quite a bit without saying anything 
at all. 

But why are we surprised? Especially when you consider all of this 
happened the same week too many people continue to inaccurately 
quote and misappropriate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on MLK Day? In the 
same week O’Ree had his number retired? In the same month the HDA 
launched its #TapeOutHate campaign? 

Or have we already forgotten what happened to Jalen Smereck earlier 
this season when he was subject to racism while playing in the Ukraine? 

This is where the “Oh, it’s not that bad” or “People are too sensitive” 
crowd can sit down. It’s easy to say “It’s not so bad” when you can ignore 
these incidents or not face them in your daily life on too frequent a basis. 
It’s frankly lazy to suggest people are being overly sensitive when the 
difference in the racism we see from old footage of the Civil Rights 
Movement versus now is the latter comes in 4K. 

We have all either said or heard about how much the pandemic has 
eaten away at our collective humanity. While true in some cases, there is 
the reality it was always this way. It’s just that for many of us, this was the 
first time we had a chance to stop and take a look at just how deep it 
runs. That is what it means to be a person of color, and it has been this 
way going back generations for many of our families. 

Just to further reinforce that point: I woke up Sunday morning to 30 
missed texts between two separate group chats. One of them was about 
racism in hockey, starting with how one of my friends, who is also Black, 
has a son who plays. His son has been subjected to racial epithets, and 
to his knowledge, nothing has ever been done. It just adds to the 
concerns he already has as a parent, and it’s something we talk about 
quite a bit. Our other friend in this chat, who is White, talked about how 
his family went to a game in which they also heard racial slurs directed at 
P.K. Subban while sitting in the stands. 

He shared how the usher remained silent. It forced his family to leave 
because they did not want their children hearing that language. 

And that happened in 2012. 

The other group chat about racism centered around how journalism 
continues to fail communities of color by their constant inaction. 

Again. Some of us just cannot escape this because it’s waiting for us 
when we wake up in the morning. 

Everything that happened this weekend is a continuation of that. At the 
most granular of levels, it’s the realization we cannot get away from 
racism when we are at our jobs. On the largest of scales, it’s the 
understanding that something so personal, so jarring, something that 
remains burned into your psyche until your final day, is now out there for 
public consumption. 

Humanity should be the item that prevents this from happening. But we 
know humanity is a double-edged sword. Some are afforded that luxury 
while others are afforded a fraction – like three-fifths, for example – if any 
humanity at all. Maybe that is what makes this weekend so defeating. We 
can start it off by pointing at moments like MLK Day and O’Ree having 
his number retired only to be reminded a few days later that nothing 
changes at the speed we would like to believe it does. 

It’s not to say progress has not happened. Because it has, in certain 
spaces. But the thing about progress is that it never stops. Anyone who 
believes progress has a finish line really does not understand the whole 
point of running this race. 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! PIC.TWITTER.COM/BETZUXEPGO 

— BOKO IMAMA (@BOKOJR) JANUARY 22, 2022 

Normally, this would be the place to make some grand statement about 
the “Hockey is for Everyone” mantra, and why it once again falls flat. 

I’m not going to do that. 

Let’s focus on something else instead: gatekeeping. 

There is always some referendum centered around why hockey cannot 
get out of its own way. Diehard fans swear by the fact anyone who gives 
hockey the smallest of chances will be instantly hooked for life. But there 
are also those who don’t want anything new – fans, included – and want 
hockey to remain unchanged because they feel the game is perfect and 
does not need to be touched. 

Hockey already has challenges when it comes to making the game more 
accessible. Things like geography serve as a barrier. So does money, 
considering hockey is the most expensive youth sport, according to the 
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Aspen Institute. They estimate the annual average cost for one child to 
play hockey is $2,583 whereas the average cost to play sports in general 
is $693. 

Now add race into the equation. Hockey is less than two years into 
having a more open discussion about race and racism. Those 
conversations are happening at a time when census figures reveal the 
United States is becoming more diverse, to the point that projections 
indicate people of color will be the majority population living in the United 
States by 2045. 

This is where leagues and teams across all levels must be better. 

Suspensions are a start. So is outright releasing players. But more has to 
be done. It has to go beyond making statements pledging that those who 
commit racism and racist acts are going to learn. Do more than have 
them read books or go through a certification course. Send them out into 
the communities they offend. Have them meet the children who will 
someday become the adults who have spent a lifetime dealing with this. 
Force them to do the work they should have been doing in the first place, 
in the hopes that they can prevent others from making the same 
mistakes. 

Better yet? There may be some teams that would be better served by 
educating their players about those who live in the communities in which 
they play as a preventative measure in an effort to ensure these things 
do not happen instead of them learning after the fact. 

For example, the Barracudas play in one of the most diverse metro areas 
in the nation. They are part of a San Jose Sharks organization that has 
openly discussed why representation matters down to what they do in 
youth hockey. The Icemen play in a city in which 49.7 percent of its 
residents identify as people of color. 

Without further action, imagine trying to sell new fans on an expensive 
sport, facing geographic limitations, that has the potential to continue 
experiencing racism over the next 20-plus years when they could easily 
take their fandom and dollars elsewhere? 

Perhaps that is the question we should be asking instead of trying to 
determine if anyone is surprised that racism in hockey still keeps 
happening. 

Then maybe, just maybe, we’ll finally start working toward getting some 
answers rather than, once again, being “shocked” by the next incident. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dealing with unprecedented absences in net, Canucks' 
minor-league magic runs out 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet January 24, 2022, 3:10 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – One thousand games as a National Hockey League 
coach, and never a weekend like this one for Bruce Boudreau. 

The Vancouver Canucks’ 66-year-old head coach learned Friday that 
star goalie Thatcher Demko was following backup Jaroslav Halak into 
COVID-19 protocol, then watched that night as minor-league callup 
Spencer Martin was outstanding in his first NHL game in nearly five 
years, allowing only one goal in a 2-1 shootout loss to the Florida 
Panthers. Martin followed that up by testing positive for the virus on 
Saturday. 

Boudreau's starter on Sunday against another powerful opponent, the St. 
Louis Blues, was minor-leaguer Michael DiPietro – the last of five goalies 
on the Canucks’ organizational depth chart not quarantining somewhere. 

But on the coach's 1,000-game anniversary, there wasn’t enough 
Spencer Martin-like magic for DiPietro. 

In his second NHL start, and first in nearly three years since he was an 
emergency recall from junior, DiPietro lost 3-1 to the Blues despite 
Vancouver outshooting St. Louis 39-17. 

Remaining Time -3:49 

Canucks celebrate Boudreau's 1000th coached game with a video tribute 

The 22-year-old former third-round pick from Windsor, Ont., was far from 
responsible for the loss. But DiPietro was a distant second-best to Blues 
goalie Ville Husso, who is badly outperforming St. Louis starter Jordan 
Binnington this season. 

For the record, DiPietro’s emergency backup on Sunday was University 
of British Columbia goalie Rylan Toth. Another student-athlete, Trinity 
Western University goalie Talor Joseph, was the emergency backup 
Sunday when the Canucks’ minor-league team played an hour east in 
Abbotsford. 

And just so you fully understand the depth of the Canucks’ almost-
comical netminding crisis, the Abbotsford Canucks’ starting goalie in a 
pair of weekend wins against the San Diego Gulls was someone named 
Joe Murdaca, a 23-year who is now on his fourth professional tryout in 
the minors this season but who until Saturday had never played a game 
above the ECHL level. (Or made it past one game on his tryouts). 

This might all be easier to laugh about if the Canucks were not also 
missing again on Sunday three of their top four forwards in J.T. Miller, Bo 
Horvat and Conor Garland, who are scattered across three cities while 
quarantining for Covid. 

If all goes well in recovery and testing, Demko should be available to play 
Tuesday against the Edmonton Oilers. 

Halak is supposed to rejoin the Canucks when they start a four-game 
road trip Thursday in Winnipeg. 

“I'm hoping,” Boudreau said Sunday after Vancouver’s first regulation 
loss in four games amid the team’s Omicron surge. “My fingers are 
crossed (like): OK, we've finished this part of our history of the Vancouver 
Canucks, let's move on to something else.” 

Jan. 23 Canucks vs. Blues Full game 

There was still some magic dust drifting around Rogers Arena at the start 
of Sunday’s game when DiPietro, whose only other NHL start was Feb. 
11, 2019 when he was literally thrown to the Sharks in a 7-2 loss to San 
Jose, saved the first nine St. Louis shots. 

But the 10th was an unstoppable top-corner deflection by Justin Faulk 
that tied the game 1-1 at 18:33 of the first period, and DiPietro also had 
little chance on Brayden Schenn’s net-side redirect of Vladimir 
Tarasenko’s pass on a Blues’ power play at 3:26 of the middle period. 
The goalie missed Jordan Kyrou’s stick-side shot from distance at 16:43 
of the second. 

Tanner Pearson scored the Canucks’ only goal at 16:30 of the first period 
from power-play pressure after the expiration of what had been a pretty 
dismal two-man advantage for a full two minutes. 

“They tried their butt off,” Boudreau said of his depleted lineup. “I mean, 
there's no doubt. Anytime you can hold this team to 17 shots or St. Louis 
to seven shots (over the final 40 minutes), and that's including a power-
play goal... you've done what you're supposed to do. It's just right now 
we're having a hard time scoring. A couple breakaways here and there 
and we have a couple of great looks, and the one time we do score we 
have two guys jump on the ice (for a penalty). 

“Really, really happy with the way they worked and the way they cared. 
Just, I expect to win every time we go on the ice, so I'm unhappy with 
that result.” 
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Stream every Canucks game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

So was DiPietro. 

“It's been a little bit of a whirlwind,” the prospect said of his weekend. “I 
just tried to stay in the moment as much as I can. Yeah, it has been a 
while between starts. I think my comfort level was definitely a lot more 
comfortable this time around. But, obviously, I got outplayed tonight by 
the other guy. The guys played great in front of me. Unfortunately, I 
couldn't get the win.” 

Husso twice stuffed Canuck Jason Dickinson on breakaways, and 
stopped Quinn Hughes on a two-on-one rush in the third period. 

Elias Pettersson did not register a shot on net for Vancouver but had the 
second assist on Pearson’s goal. Brock Boeser, the other front-line 
Canuck forward still in the lineup, had six shots on net and 12 attempts. 
Hughes had five shots and nine attempts in 28:55 of ice time. 

Hughes said the Covid situation on the Canucks is “crazy,” but 
“everyone's gone down with Covid once this year, so it is what it is. 
You've just got to keep playing.” 

No matter who is in net. Or who isn’t. 
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Sportsnet.ca / On his trade anniversary, Dubois shows off impact vs. 
Penguins 

 

NHL Highlights: Penguins 3, Jets 2 (SO) 

 

WINNIPEG -- Anniversaries often serve as a perfect time for reflection. 

This isn’t a column on revisionist history or an opportunity to make some 
sort of bold declaration about who won or who lost. 

That’s because the jury is still out. 

History has shown that more time is needed and no matter what the hot 
takes may have been presented at the time or since, the full review of 
blockbuster deals such as this one usually require more time to carefully, 
not to mention properly, assess. 

But with a full 12 months separating the franchise-altering deal that 
brought Pierre-Luc Dubois and a 2022 third-round pick to the Winnipeg 
Jets from the Columbus Blue Jackets and sent fellow forwards Patrik 
Laine and Jack Roslovic the other way, it seems like a natural point to 
get caught up on where things stand so far. 

The Jets finished the stretch of eight consecutive road games with a 3-2 
shootout loss to the Penguins on Sunday afternoon. 

Dubois was in the middle of the action once again and you got the sense 
this was another one of those assignments he relishes, often going head-
to-head with Penguins captain Sidney Crosby. 

There was some verbal jousting that likely stems from the rivalry between 
the Penguins and Blue Jackets days - and there was a moment in 
overtime when Crosby crashed the net, got his stick on a redirection with 
Dubois checking him closely and the play ended with the puck going off 
the post and Crosby crashing into Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck. 

Dubois wasn’t happy with Crosby on the play and he aired his grievances 
both to his opponent and the men in stripes. 

Despite not recording a point on the score sheet, Dubois was heavily 
involved offensively, as the man in the middle on the Jets’ top line with 

leading scorer Kyle Connor (who scored his 22nd goal of the season on 
the power play) and youngster Cole Perfetti. 

He also took several shifts with Mark Scheifele and captain Blake 
Wheeler (who scored a goal in his second game back after returning 
from a knee injury) coming out of penalty-killing situations. 

Although Dubois was unable to convert in the shootout and had two 
glorious scoring chances rattle off the iron, he finished with two shots on 
goal, five shot attempts and three hits. 

On Saturday afternoon, Dubois once again showed his engagement 
stretches beyond what you see on the ice. 

He was not afraid to share his disappointment after a 3-2 regulation loss 
to the Boston Bruins. 

If he was not invested in the process of helping the Jets get better, 
Dubois could have easily deflected the question or chosen not to go into 
detail. 

“It’s good to be frustrated, you know. It’s good to be mad after losses,” 
said Dubois. “I have a midnight rule, where at midnight, you turn to the 
next game. But it’s okay to be frustrated and be mad, but we also (have) 
a sense of urgency. If you look at the standings, the playoff race is about 
to start. 

“The schedule is not looking easy, so we have to get these points now 
and we have to figure it out now. It’s not like anybody in our dressing 
room right now isn’t trying their best. Everybody wants to win, everybody 
is getting frustrated with these losses.” 

When it comes to the raw numbers, Dubois is up to 25 goals and 49 
points in 79 games with the Jets (including 17 goals, 29 points in 38 
games this season). 

He’s on pace to set a career-high in goals (he had 27 in 2018-19 as a 
second-year NHLer) and is threatening to the challenge the career-best 
mark for points (61), also set in 2018-19. 

Perhaps most importantly, Dubois is growing into a two-way physical 
force that frequently wins one-on-one battles and he’s forged some 
outstanding chemistry with Connor. 

Sunday’s game was the fourth consecutive game he’s eclipsed 20 
minutes of ice time and he’s been the most consistent centre on the Jets 
this season by utilizing his blend of skill and raw power. 

Dubois is a pending restricted free agent and no matter how much term 
is attached to his next contract, he’s going to be due a significant raise 
from the contract with the $5 million AAV he’s finishing out. 

Through sheer hard work and determination, Dubois put the 
disappointment of last season behind him, preferring to focus on doing 
the things that made him successful earlier in his career while also 
looking at other ways to improve and round out his game. 

As for the guys going the other way, it’s been a mixed bag of results. 

Much like Dubois, Laine struggled in the immediate aftermath with his 
transition to his new team, finishing with 10 goals and 21 points in 45 
games. 

His confidence was fleeting when he returned to Finland for the 
offseason and that he chose not to represent his country at the IIHF 
men’s world hockey championship was further proof he needed time to 
reset and get recharged. 

This season, Laine is looking more like himself, racking up six goals and 
15 points in 20 games but he missed time with an oblique injury and also 
dealt with the emotional toll of the death of his father. 

Laine is also a pending RFA and will be one season away from testing 
unrestricted free agency, unless he locks in on a long-term with the Blue 
Jackets. 
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Roslovic, who was the most productive of the three players during the 
condensed campaign last season, has seen his offensive totals drop 
dramatically (six goals, 16 points in 38 games compared to 12 goals, 34 
points in 48 games last season). 

His ice time is also down roughly four-and-a-half minutes. 

Another pending RFA, there is a sense that Roslovic could be available 
via trade and his future with his hometown team is very much up in the 
air. 

So while it’s apparent more time is needed to deliver a full evaluation of 
the trade in question, the facts are that Roslovic wasn’t going to play 
another game for the Jets and Laine had gotten to the point where he 
was also ready for a fresh start. 

With that as a backdrop, Dubois represents a strong return and that 
value is only going to be enhanced once the Jets are able to lock him up 
on a long-term deal. 

Are there times when the Jets miss Laine’s game-breaking finishing 
ability? 

Absolutely. 

Not many players can score 44 goals as a 19 year old - or deliver 140 
markers in 306 games for the Jets franchise. 

But Dubois wasn’t acquired to be Laine or to fully replace his goal-
scoring prowess, he was the target in the trade because of the skill set 
he possessed. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Dubois is doing his part to become an impact player the Jets projected 
him to be and it’s becoming more apparent by the day that his best 
hockey is ahead of him and not in the rearview mirror. 

That brings us back to Sunday, when the Jets closed out a stretch of 
eight consecutive road games and a critical four-game stretch that 
yielded only two of eight available points (0-2-2). 

When it comes to the blueprint for how the Jets would actually like to play 
with more consistency, the Jets checked a lot of the important boxes on 
Sunday. 

Despite playing on consecutive days - and with puck drop roughly 22 
hours apart - the Jets played with pace, they were physical, they won the 
special teams battle 1-0 (despite having only one power play compared 
to the Penguins four) and they got a brilliant goaltending performance 
from Connor Hellebuyck, who finished with 36 saves and turned aside 
two of three during the penalty-shot contest. 

The Jets even built a 2-0 cushion. 

So what happened? 

Well, Evgeni Malkin banked a pass in off the skate of linemate Kasperi 
Kapanen in the third period and just nine seconds later, Jeff Carter 
knocked down an attempted clearing attempt by Hellebuyck and then 
banked his shot in off the pad and in to even the score. 

“It was kind of a weird play where myself and their forward were getting 
there at the same time. I think Helly felt a little bit of pressure,” said Jets 
defenceman Brenden Dillon. “He played a heck of a game, it’s just one of 
those things. Their forward made a good read going down on the far 
side. I think Helly said he got a piece of it, but just not enough. One of 
those weird plays that may happen again one out of however many 
times. Just hope it won’t happen again.” 

Hellebuyck explained how he viewed the play in real time. 

“I just had a late decision, because it looked like it was going to be icing 
for a second,” said Hellebuyck, who has started 11 consecutive games, 
25 of the past 27 and 32 of 38 overall. “Then when I finally decided my 
only play was to rip it behind the net, they just had a guy wide open right 
there. Just seems kind of like my luck right now. I’m getting fanned on, 
I’m getting tipped on, I’m putting pucks right on their tape I guess if you 
want to call it that. I don’t think that was a mistake per se.” 

This nine-second lapse cost the Jets a valuable point at a time when they 
can't really afford to leave many on the table, as one of a cluster of teams 
battling for a wild-card berth. 

With four games to go before the All-Star break, there’s a sense of 
urgency within the group that is palpable. 

“Well, I can only speak for myself and I know the coaches are doing 
everything they can to get us playing the right way and getting us buying 
in and getting this team game going. I know everyone wants it in the 
locker room but for myself, I’m feeling the pressure,” said Hellebuyck. 
“We’re running out of time and running out of games because…right 
around now is the time teams keep on winning. Good teams start pulling 
away and if you’re not with that mix, you’re going to hang yourself out (to 
dry) quite fast. The time is now.” 

Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry isn’t concerned about his group 
being negatively impacted by the prospect of feeling a little bit of heat. 

“You should have pressure to win hockey games. It doesn't matter where 
you are or what point you are in the season,” said Lowry. “We're in a 
business where you're paid to win and your challenge is it's a tough 
league to win in. Yeah, there's urgency but for us, our mindset has to be 
we can't look at the end -- we have to look at where we are today. 

“The only thing we can control is the game that we play that day. You 
look at the broad spectrum and you look where you are in the standings. 
The reality is is we've just got to start finding ways to win a couple hockey 
games and we squeeze ourselves right back in.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / On the Battle of Alberta stage, a beleaguered Koskinen 
shines for Oilers 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec January 23, 2022, 2:49 AM 

 

EDMONTON — Like the Grinch who stole Christmas, somewhere 
between the first and second periods on Saturday night, the Edmonton 
Oilers' hearts grew three times in size. 

A game that began like so many others of late, with the Calgary Flames 
holding a 2-0 lead after 20 minutes, did not end the way the past seven 
— or 13 of the previous 15 — had for the Oilers. 

Somewhere along the way the bad goalie, the horrible power play and 
the unproductive superstars wrote different endings to their stories, and 
the Oilers snapped a seven-game losing streak with a dramatic 5-3 win 
over the Flames. 

“When you are losing, you feel like you have that cloud or that pressure 
on your shoulders. You grip your stick a little bit too tight,” said Leon 
Draisaitl, whose four-point night included the game-winner with 5:31 to 
play and an empty netter just as the final horn sounded. “This was a big 
night for a lot of guys. You relieve a little bit of pressure and maybe don’t 
grip your stick as tight. That swagger is a huge part of confidence. 
Tonight was a big night for us.” 
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Undoubtedly, the best story all evening was goaltender Mikko Koskinen, 
who has been bombarded with criticism more than any single figure in 
the NHL over the past couple of weeks. 

Remaining Time -2:45 

How important was Koskinen in helping Oilers break their slump? 

The beleaguered ‘tendy shut out the noise and delivered an epic game, 
highlighted by a third-period save on Calgary’s Dillon Dube that Koskinen 
would later call, “My top save in the NHL.” 

It was only one game, but Koskinen shoved it down the collective pie 
hole of every pundit — yours truly included — who has stated that the 
Oilers cannot win with him, or that his teammates have lost faith in his 
game. 

“Sometimes it is tough,” the Vantaa, Finland product said of the criticism. 
“You open up the internet and it is in your face. It is tough not to see it, 
but usually I try to block everything out. It is not my business, not my 
opinion. I feel like the boys are all behind me, so that is all that matters.” 

Koskinen allowed a long wrist shot to evade him that tied the score at 3-3 
with 44 seconds left in the middle period. But he did not break in the 
decisive third period, putting on a show on national television that opens 
a window into his pride and self-esteem. 

“There’s a lot of pressure on him right now, and he stepped up,” said 
head coach Dave Tippett. “You know, it’s a Saturday night, against your 
biggest rival on Hockey Night in Canada, and you’re on a losing streak. 
There’s a lot of pressure in that, and he played pretty well.” 

Remaining Time -22:23 

Perlini reflects on adversity, positivity and his hockey career 

In a game that pit a healthy Flames lineup against an Oilers team 
missing five regulars — Zach Hyman, Tyson Barrie, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, Zack Kassian and goalie Mike Smith — Calgary outshot 
Edmonton 47-31. Koskinen was, in the end, better than the guy at the 
other end (Jacob Markstrom), a statement we have not made in a long 
while covering this team. 

“I have to thank my teammates for standing with me,” said the soft-
spoken Finn. “The people who have been saying that we are not a good 
team and calling us bad or whatever, they are not in our room. So that 
doesn’t matter. We have to believe in our room and ourselves. Today we 
proved that we can do it.” 

This one turned on the Oilers' power play, a unit that was setting NHL 
records not long ago but had grown as cold as a Winnipeg winter of late. 
With Barrie injured, young Evan Bouchard got his chance up top and 
scored twice, the first time in nine games that the Oilers' power play has 
notched a pair. 

Bouchard’s calling card is equal parts big bomb from the point, and the 
uncanny ability to get his wrist shots through to the net. Those two skills 
have combined to make Bouchard the siren song of Oilers fans, who 
have demanded that he run the power play since back when Oscar 
Klefbom still held the job. 

One night in and you can bet he’ll be back on the job Tuesday in 
Vancouver. There, Edmonton will try to continue to dig themselves out of 
this mess, where somehow they became the worst team in the NHL on 
the heels of a 16-5 start, when they were the best team in the league. 

It’s funny how hockey works sometimes, isn’t it? 

“Last game we played an amazing period and dominated the best team 
in the league (Florida), and you look at the score sheet and it is 6-0 at the 
end of the night,” said Draisaitl. “That is just the way that hockey goes. I 
think the hockey gods, they keep it fair. Every team goes through ups 
and downs. We are not the team that losing seven in a row, we are not 
that bad. I think everybody knows that and we know that, which is most 
important. 

“Tonight felt really, really good, but we have to keep pushing and 
continuing to get better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens Takeaways: Primeau maturing, Toffoli boosting 
trade value 

 

Eric Engels, January 23, 2022, 12:22 AM 

 

Dec. 6, 2019. Cayden Primeau makes his NHL debut at the Bell Centre. 
His Montreal Canadiens are down in the standings, welcoming the 
highest-scoring team in the NHL—the Colorado Avalanche—and he’ll 
have to play his very best to have any hope of winning. 

Primeau manages it, but only after allowing three goals—two of them 
early in the game—and ends up turning aside 32 shots on the night. The 
Canadiens lose 3-2, and the young goaltender comes away from the 
experience knowing it’ll be different next time he plays this team. 

On Saturday, in Colorado, 759 days after that first start, Primeau led the 
32nd-ranked Canadiens onto the ice against the highest-scoring team in 
the NHL, an Avalanche juggernaut averaging 4.15 goals per game and 
riding a 14-game winning streak at Ball Arena. Once again, he—and 
they--lost 3-2, but there was one big difference in this one. 

“That first game, I think the nerves of it being my first game kind of got 
the best of me,” Primeau said. “We went down 2-0 in the first period.” 

This time around, Primeau was as composed as can be. 

He made his first two stops of the game against superstars Nathan 
McKinnon and Cale Makar and only allowed an unstoppable power-play 
goal to Alex Newhook in a first period that saw him peppered with 23 
shots. 

The 199th pick in the 2017 draft was calm. He played excellent and 
looked very much like the goaltender who was a standout over his two 
years at Northeastern University. He looked comfortable, and he used 
that exact word to describe how he felt after the game. 

Primeau made 43 saves against the Avalanche. He did so just days after 
being pulled out of the net before the third period of an embarrassing loss 
for the Canadiens to the Arizona Coyotes, and that was a sign of how 
much he’s matured in his brief time as a professional. 

Primeau’s going to have to tap into that now. With Carey Price still on the 
mend from off-season knee surgery, with Jake Allen suffering a lower-
body injury that will keep him out until the third week of March, and with 
Samuel Montembeault suffering from a wrist injury that might require 
surgery if a bit of rest doesn’t help, the Canadiens net belongs to him. 

The hope is that it will be Primeau’s full-time down the line, when all the 
experience he’s currently racking up serves him as a No. 1 goaltender at 
this level. 

But you need to walk before you can run, and that’s what Primeau’s 
doing. 

He served notice during and after Saturday’s game that he’s taking 
strides. First, he played sensational, but he wasn’t sitting there gushing 
about it after losing to the Avalanche. He said, “You just need to park it, 
stay consistent and put up a great effort every night.” 

That’s what he did after the game in Arizona, which Canadiens coach 
Dominique Ducharme said, both on that night and this one, wasn’t his 
fault. 
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“I just told him to stay positive and go back to work, and that the move 
was made to spark the team,” Ducharme said. “He went back to work 
with (Canadiens goaltending coach) Eric (Raymond) and he was really 
solid tonight.” 

There are clear signs of growth here. Even if Primeau has only played 66 
games—55 with the Laval Rocket and 11 with the Canadiens—as a 
professional. 

Time to see how many more steps forward he can take. 

Tyler Toffoli is back to his old tricks 

If I told you Tyler Toffoli was producing at a higher clip this season than 
he has on average throughout his NHL career, I’d imagine you’d be 
surprised. 

We’re talking about a player who struggled so badly out of the gate that 
former Canadiens general manager Marc Bergevin remarked after 10 
games how odd it was that Toffoli didn’t even have a scoring chance, let 
alone a goal. 

Still, he’s got seven goals and 21 points in the 29 games he’s played. 
That’s hardly production to sneer at—especially on this team. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

But we can all agree that Toffoli has looked like a very different player 
over his first three games back from hand surgery than he appeared to 
be over his first 26 games of the season. He looks like the guy who led 
the Canadiens with 28 goals and 44 points in 56 games last season. 

“It’s the Tyler we know,” said Ducharme. “We saw him last year. I think 
for a player like him, he had a tough start to the season (because it was 
a) short summer. Unfortunately, he got hurt.” 

Toffoli was given eight weeks to recover after injuring his hand against 
the Nashville Predators on Dec. 4. He caught COVID-19 towards the end 
of December, too. 

Maybe it was the 10 days he spent in isolation, or the month away from 
his teammates, but he said he gained some perspective over that time. 

“I think honestly just realizing that it’s fun playing hockey,” Toffoli said. 
“It’s hard, but it’s fun.” 

It wasn’t fun to start. Not with the Canadiens falling apart and losing 
every game they played, and not with Toffoli’s confidence dipping by the 
day. 

“I think that’s what it all kind of comes down to is confidence and being 
able to make plays,” he said after registering an assist in Saturday’s 
game to extend his point-streak to four games. 

With him playing as well, Canadiens GM Kent Hughes’ phone will start 
ringing. Other teams will be interested in acquiring the Stanley Cup 
winner who’s proven to be a clutch player in the playoffs, and Hughes will 
have to determine whether or not he wants to accept what’s on offer. 

For all the reasons Toffoli will be attractive to teams trying to make the 
playoffs and teams already positioned to move through them—not the 
least of which is his cap hit, at only $4.25 million prorated for the rest of 
this season and on the books for two more—he could prove to be 
someone Hughes wants to keep around. 

It’s all going to depend on the market, because there’s really no urgency 
to move Toffoli. Even in a year where he has been far from his best, he’s 
producing at a clip that’s more than respectable, and there’s no reason to 
think he can’t continue to do that, or more, over the remaining years of 
his contract. So, if the Canadiens don’t receive top compensation for his 
services by Mar. 21, they can continue to benefit from his leadership as 
they season their young players like Nick Suzuki (whom Toffoli has great 

chemistry with) and hold off until next year or even the year after to trade 
him. 

But you have to think at least a couple of teams will bid on Toffoli. I can 
already think of two. 

The Calgary Flames rank 13th in the NHL in goals per game, and they 
can certainly use what Toffoli can give them. With Darryl Sutter, who 
coached him in Los Angeles, there—along with some former Los 
Angeles Kings and Vancouver Canucks teammates Toffoli remains close 
to—it’s not hard to see a fit. 

The other team that comes to mind is the Carolina Hurricanes, who 
average the fourth-most goals per game in the league. They definitely 
understand the value of adding a proven, clutch scorer. 

If Justin Williams could still play, he’d be Carolina’s guy. But Toffoli, who 
won a Cup with Williams (who now works in the Hurricanes’ front office), 
is practically Williams’ clone. 

There will be other teams interested, even if Toffoli said earlier this week 
that he wants to remain in Montreal. 

We’ll see if the Canadiens want to keep him there. The way he’s 
currently playing, on top of how he played all of last year, is making that 
option more compelling. 
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USA TODAY / ECHL's Jacob Panetta suspended, released after being 
accused of making racist gesture in game 

 

Clayton Freeman, Florida Times-Union 

 

Jacksonville Icemen defenseman Jacob Panetta has been suspended 
indefinitely by the ECHL and released from the team after being accused 
of making a racist gesture toward the South Carolina Stingrays' Jordan 
Subban during Saturday night's game. 

It's the second time in three days that a minor-league hockey player was 
suspended over a racial gesture during a game. 

Panetta, a 26-year-old from Belleville, Ontario, is accused of making a 
monkey gesture at Subban, who is Black, during a fight 23 seconds into 
overtime. Video shows Panetta appearing to raise his arms toward his 
side while looking at Subban in the aftermath of the scuffle.  

"More like @JPanetta12 [Panetta] was too much of a coward to fight me 
and as soon as I began to turn my back he started making monkey 
gestures at me so I punched him in the face multiple times and he turtled 
like the coward he is," Subban, the younger brother of New Jersey Devils 
defenseman P.K. Subban, wrote on Twitter on Saturday night after the 
game. 

P.K. Subban also responded to the incident in a series of tweets. 

WARNING: Language 

"They don’t call the east coast league [ECHL] the jungle because my 
brother and the other black players are the monkeys! Hey [Jacob 
Panetta], you shouldn’t be so quick delete your Twitter or your Instagram 
account you will probably be able to play again… that’s what history says 
but things are changing. now not just the hockey world knows your true 
colours… your hometown of Belleville knows, your family, and friends 
know you’re a fraud ..with everything that has gone on in the past couple 
years in the world I’ll say with all due respect to everyone who has an 
opinion, this isn’t a mistake. We all know what’s ok and what’s not. Even 
your own teammates wanted to see you get your clock cleaned. This 
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happens a lot and it never gets exposed in the lower leagues. One thing 
that I love about this is Jordan’s teammates standing in there and 
showing support. Love that." 

Panetta read a statement on Instagram saying his gesture wasn't racial.  

"I said to him, “You’re only tough once the refs get involved,” and I did a 
tough guy bodybuilder-like gesture towards him," Panetta said. "My 
actions towards Jordan were not because of race or were not intended 
as a racial gesture." 

He added: "I see now from Jordan’s reaction that he and others certainly 
viewed it as a racial gesture, and my actions have caused a great deal of 
anger and upset to Jordan, his family and countless others. ... However 
unintentional my actions were, I acknowledge the impact of my gesture 
and will commit to better understand the impact going forward." 

Stingrays president Ron Concannon said the team is “disgusted and 
appalled” by the incident and stands in support of Subban and "other 
players who continue to deal with racism and discrimination. This 
behavior has to stop and is unacceptable.” 

After initially saying that the team intended "to make comments and 
decisions" following the completion of the ECHL review, the Icemen said 
Sunday afternoon that they were releasing Panetta, effective 
immediately. 

Officials assessed 27 minutes in penalties, including a double game 
misconduct, to Panetta during the incident, which also included a fighting 
major and double game misconduct against Nico Blachman of the 
Stingrays.  

The ECHL game report indicates that the officiating crew of referee 
Jacob Rekucki and linesmen Shane Gustafson and Brady Fagan 
assessed Panetta's game misconduct penalties for continuing an 
altercation and for "inciting," under ECHL Rule 75.5. The latter rule 
applies to "obscene gestures on the ice or anywhere in the rink before, 
during or after the game." It can also apply to certain situations not linked 
to Panetta's case, such as striking or injuring opposing team personnel 
other than players. 

Panetta was in his second season with the Icemen. He played six games 
with the club last year and has become a regular in Jacksonville's 2021-
22 campaign, recording five goals and 12 assists in 31 games. 

Aaron Rodgers' next team? 8 fits if QB splits with Packers 

How 49ers pulled off an all-time stunning playoff upset 

NFL divisional playoff winners, losers: Heartbreak for Aaron Rodgers 

MLB lockout could cost fans yet another spring training 

Aaron Rodgers' future becomes Packers' big question after loss 

Incidents with racial gestures or slurs have drawn lengthy suspensions 
from hockey leagues. As recently as Friday, the American Hockey 
League suspended San Jose Barracuda forward Krystof Hrabik 30 
games for directing a monkey gesture toward Boko Imama of the Tucson 
Roadrunners. 

The longest suspension in Icemen history was 16 games, handed down 
to Emerson Clark for physical abuse of an official during a January 2020 
game against the Fort Wayne Komets. The club traded Clark to Toledo 
soon afterward. 

The Icemen, who lead the ECHL South Division and served as hosts of 
the nationally televised ECHL All-Star Classic only five days earlier, 
eventually won the game 1-0 on an overtime goal by newly signed 
forward Brendan Harris on his team debut. Goaltender Justin 
Kapelmaster recorded his first shutout with the Icemen. 

The Icemen currently have no Black players on their active roster, 
although goaltender Charles Williams guarded the net for much of the 
last two seasons with the club before his call-up to the American Hockey 
League's Rochester Americans earlier this month. 
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