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No excuses: How the Canes plan to refocus ahead of a grueling set of 4 games in 6 days 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes could have rolled out any number of 
excuses for their 7-4 loss Saturday to the New Jersey Devils. 

There were the crazy travel problems, and flying in the day of 
the game. There was a rookie goalie making his first NHL 
start. Teuvo Teravainen didn’t play. Martin Necas did play, 
but was coming out of the NHL COVID protocol and had no 
practice time after his quarantine. 

But the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour, like many coaches, has 
used the expression, “the excuse jar is full.” 

Saturday’s setback was a loss. On the road. In game 38 of a 
long season. You take a quick look back at it, and move on. 
In this case, the Canes will move on to an even more 
demanding set of games: four games in six days leading up 
to what would have been the league’s Olympic break, 
starting with a home game Tuesday against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

“The NHL is tough,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “From the top 
teams to the so-called bottom teams, if you’re not 100 
percent on point, it makes for a real tough night.” 

BREAKDOWNS AGAINST THE DEVILS 

So, what went wrong Saturday? 

“Just little things, little details that when not done properly 
that’s the result you get,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said 
Monday. “It’s not a lack of compete or effort or anything, but 
just little details being off. I know Roddy always talks about 
inches, and inches of the game. But little things, the little 
details you’re off on, leads to breakdowns. 

“I mean, you play in the NHL and everyone’s skilled, so it’s 
typically going to end up in the back of your net. You can’t 
have those little breakdowns and we have to batten those up 
and we’ll be fine.” 

Canes rookie goalie Jack LaFontaine received a pretty 
intense education on NHL skill and speed, too. The Devils 
took advantage of a few fortunate bounces and some 
defensive lapses by the Canes to score, but LaFontaine also 
gave up a few goals he’d probably like to have back. 

BETWEEN THE PIPES 

With goalie Antti Raanta back at practice Monday, and 
Frederik Andersen the likely starter against Vegas, 
Brind’Amour was asked about the plans for LaFontaine 
moving forward. 

“We’ll see. We’ve got to get him games for sure,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I think (Raanta) is ready to go, so we 
know we’ll have to make that decision.” 

Playing for the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ American 
Hockey League affiliate, is the logical next step for the former 
University of Minnesota star, who left school this month to 
sign with Carolina and has been used in two games. 

Monday afternoon, the team made that move official, 
sending LaFontaine and defenseman Stefan Noesen to 
Chicago. 

RETURNING TO THE LINEUP 

Teravainen sat out the New Jersey game after sustaining a 
lower-body injury Friday against the New York Rangers, 
taking a big second-period hit from Barclay Goodrow. 
Teravainen returned to the game but sat out the third period, 
and then Saturday’s game. 

Teravainen was back at practice Monday and again was on 
a line with Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis. 

Necas, who entered the NHL protocol Jan. 17, said he had 
no COVID-19 symptoms last week and used a stationary 
bike to exercise while in quarantine. Cleared Saturday 
morning to play, he had 16-plus minutes in ice time and 
assisted on a first-period goal by Ian Cole. 

“It wasn’t the easiest game for me but it was better than I 
expected,” Necas said Monday. “Just a tough game for us, 
overall.” 

The Golden Knights were to play Monday in Washington 
against the Capitals and will be in the second game of a 
back-to-back Tuesday against the Canes. 

Slavin expects the Canes to be back at their best. The 
Golden Knights lead the Pacific Division and should want to 
atone for a 4-2 loss to Carolina in Las Vegas on Nov. 16 — 
Jarvis’ third-period goal was the game-winner. 

“Those games are special. A little more jam to those games,” 
Slavin said. “You’ve got to come prepared every night, but it 
you’re not prepared for those teams that are high caliber 
you’re in for a long night.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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Writers Roundtable: Month Number Three 

By Scott Burnside and Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - It's now been over 100 days since the 
Carolina Hurricanes began their regular season on October 
14 against the New York Islanders. 

In theory, this roundtable should have been right around the 
mid-point of the season schedule. We'd be talking about 
which Hurricanes were headed to Beijing for the 2022 
Olympics and well, you know the drill. But nothing is as it 
seems once again in the world as a whole and in our little 
corner of it, the hockey world, things have definitely been 
turned on their ear once again. 

With that being said, there's still plenty to discuss from over 
the last 30 days, so let's get to the biggest topics. 

Scott Burnside: Walt, what a zany start to 2022. As if we 
should have expected anything else from this crazy world. 
But one thing has remained remarkably consistent from the 
very start of the season and that is this, the Canes remain at 
or close to the peak of the NHL mountain. Through missing 
virtually all of their right-hand defensemen for a period of 
time, to a goaltending shortage that sparked an unusual mid-
season signing of collegiate netminder Jack Lafontaine, to 
flying to Philadelphia for a game that curiously never 
materialized (that one is going to rank up there with the riddle 
of the Sphinx, but I digress), there has been an impressive 
consistency to the way the Hurricanes have approached not 
just the games themselves but the uncertainty that has 
become part of everyday NHL life. As I pen this the 
Hurricanes' .737 win percentage ranks atop the Eastern 
Conference, a mark made more impressive by the fact they 
have played more road than home games including two 
monster western road swings. Lots of things go into this kind 
of achievement, goaltending, coaching, organizational depth, 
but is there one thing that has impressed you or that you feel 
is the most significant factor in the team being where they 
are as we unravel Roundtable Part Trois? (That's French by 
the way, just thought I'd throw that in there.) 

Walt Ruff: That's a really good (and tough) question to start 
this one off. I'm going to go with coaching. I'd thought about 
goaltending, because Frederik Andersen has been 
incredible, but even he would tell you that a large part of it is 
the unit in front of him. If the Canes didn't allow the fewest 
shots per game in the league, I'd maybe think differently, but, 
it really has been a cohesive effort, brought about by the 
coaching staff. At this point Rod Brind'Amour is going to be 
up for the Jack Adams, again. But this isn't to overlook the 
work of Jeff Daniels, Tim Gleason and Paul Schonfelder 
either. How about Gleason's penalty kill, coming up just one 
shy of matching the franchise record in his first season 
behind the bench? Impressive stuff. 

Burnside: I'm going to pull back the lens a bit here. There's 
been lots of discussion that perhaps the Eastern Conference 
playoff grid is set in terms of the eight participants come late 
April (hopefully). That's a function of the unexpectedly strong 
play of the Pittsburgh Penguins and the recent surge of 
Boston that has created significant separation with the rest of 
the Eastern Conference teams. First, do you believe the 
eight are the eight as we see them right now (Carolina, New 
York Rangers and Washington in the Metropolitan Division, 
Florida, Tampa and Toronto in the Atlantic plus Pittsburgh 
and Boston who currently sit in the wild card spots)? If not 
what team or teams do you see as being able to make a 
push? Do you feel a bit wistful that there might not be much 
playoff race drama? 

Ruff: I do think the East is set. The one team I'm going to 
keep my eye on moving forward though is the Islanders. 
Their start wasn't good, largely due to some COVID-19 
struggles, but it amazes me that they are now tied with the 
Canes for the fewest goals allowed, yet still have been 
around the bottom of the league's standings all year. I think 
they're going to start climbing very soon. Will they make it all 
the way up into the playoffs? I'm not positive, but I think it's 
possible. If Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers doesn't keep 
playing the way he has, there might be hope. 

Burnside: Okay. Maybe that was too easy. How about a hard 
one? Let's say, for argument sake, the Hurricanes finish on 
top in the Metropolitan Division with the top seed in the East. 
What possible first-round matchup would you look forward to 
most? Me? I'd love to see another Carolina/Boston tilt. The 
Bruins have gotten the best of the 'Canes twice in recent 
years in the '19 conference final and then in the first round of 
the bubble tournament in '20. Payback time? Plus, who could 
forget what happened last week? I see the Bruins as one of 
those teams that might be needed by the Hurricanes to 
exorcise those recent playoff demons. 

Ruff: The team has developed storylines over the past few 
years with seemingly every possible opponent, so I think it 
will be enjoyable no matter who it would be. If it's New York, 
the Canes have six former Rangers. If it's Washington, who 
could forget the memorable matchups between those two 
teams over the last few years. Toronto? A lot of eyes would 
be on Freddie. I can't say I'd be looking forward to playing 
any of those teams because they're all so talented, but it 
would make for some good hockey. 

Burnside: So, one guy that I'm particularly interested in 
following as we make our way to the All-Star break at the 
end of the month is Andrei Svechnikov who endured a bit of 
a dry spell from mid-November to mid-December. During a 
12-game stretch Svechnikov had two goals and one assist. 
But in recent games he's looked like he's found a 
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Svechnikov-like groove. The promising thing for me is that 
even during that stretch when he wasn't producing points he 
was continuing to collect scoring chances averaging more 
than three shots a night on goal over that 12-game span. 
There's also his two-way game which I think has gone to 
another level this season. He is such an important part of the 
team's offensive depth and when he's going it gives head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour so much flexibility on how he 
deploys his troops and it makes game-planning the 'Canes 
so much more difficult. Have you noticed anything about 
Svechnikov that has surprised you at all? What do you 
anticipate from him in the second half? 

Ruff: I don't think surprised is the right word, I think he 
battled through the hand injury that was bothering him and 
now he's finally getting back to playing like himself. He's got 
four straight games with a pair of points and while I'm not 
sure how attainable that is the rest of the way, I do think the 
recent stretch is a nice way to get his engine going though. 

Burnside: Okay, rapid fire round. Current team MVP? I'll go 
with Jaccob Slavin and Sebastian Aho a close second and 
Frederik Andersen just behind those two. 

Ruff: Jaccob Slavin. One of the best defenders in all of the 
National Hockey League. If the team didn't have him, I 
imagine the team's shots allowed per game goes up, their 
goals allowed goes up and the save percentage's of their 
goaltenders goes down. 

Burnside: What Hurricanes player is poised for a second-half 
surge? I'll go with Jordan Staal. Probably not the production 
he was hoping for at this point in the season, two goals, eight 
assists at this writing, but he's such an important part of what 
the Hurricanes do all over the ice I figure the points will tick 
upwards down the stretch for the 'Canes captain. 

Ruff: I'm an optimist. Jordan Staal will break out. It can only 
go up from here. 

Burnside: One All-Star suggestion. Here's mine. Instead of 
making the head coaches go, why not take an assistant or 
associate coach from the top winning percentage team in 
each division and let him lead the All Star squads? Can't 
think of a better reward for a guy like longtime Carolina 
assistant coach Jeff Daniels or Derek MacKenzie in Florida 
or Ray Bennett in Colorado or Steve Spott in Vegas than to 
get a little love in the limelight. Plus, let's be honest, if you 
polled all NHL head coaches my guess is 95% if not more 
would opt out of the event. Just saying. 

Ruff: I love that idea. I think you're spot on. I do think the 
current Divisional teams setup could use an adjustment or a 
jolt. I used to love when the American Hockey League would 
do Canada vs. PlanetUSA or unique things like that. How 
about how Major League Baseball does the Futures Game? I 
know the CHL Top Prospects Game covers a lot of that 
ground but what if the league had something like that? Could 
be fun. 
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2022 All-Star Game lines as selected by NHL.com 

The debate over how players in the 2022 Honda NHL All-
Star Game should be deployed can begin in earnest now 
that the rosters are filled. 

Forwards Steven Stamkos of the Tampa Bay Lightning 
(Atlantic Division), Jake Guentzel of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
(Metropolitan Division), Nazem Kadri of the Colorado 
Avalanche (Central Division) and Troy Terry of the Anaheim 
Ducks (Pacific Division) were named Last Men In on 
Tuesday, giving each division an 11-man roster. 

But which players should be on the same line in the 3-on-3 
tournament at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas on Feb. 5 (3 
p.m. ET; ABC, SN, TVAS)?  

Each roster features nine skaters and two goalies. The 
winners of each semifinal game play for a $1 million prize 
going to the championship team. It will follow the NHL All-
Star Skills presented by DraftKings Sportsbook on Feb. 4 
(7:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN, TVAS). . 

To further the debate, NHL.com enlisted a writer to play the 
part of each division coach: Andrew Brunette of the Florida 
Panthers (Atlantic), Rod Brind'Amour of the Carolina 
Hurricanes (Metropolitan), Jared Bednar of the Avalanche 
and Peter DeBoer of the Vegas Golden Knights (Pacific). 

Each writer was asked to put together three lines and select 
a starting and backup goalie. 

Here are the results: 

Atlantic Division 

Auston Matthews (TOR) -- Dylan Larkin (DET) -- Jonathan 
Huberdeau (FLA) 

Patrice Bergeron (BOS) -- Steven Stamkos (TBL) -- Victor 
Hedman (TBL) 

Drake Batherson (OTT) -- Nick Suzuki (MTL) -- Rasmus 
Dahlin (BUF) 

Andrei Vasilevskiy (TBL) 

Jack Campbell (TOR) 

I'm starting off by placing two forwards with exceptional 
speed -- Matthews, who is captain -- and Larkin on a line 
with Huberdeau, whose playmaking and vision will allow him 
to distribute the puck where needed. The second line is 
veteran-heavy and savvy, with Bergeron alongside Lightning 
teammates Stamkos and Hedman. The hockey intelligence, 
skill and pedigree of three players who have each won the 
Stanley Cup, should match up with anyone in this All-Star 
Game. That leaves a future line, made up of 23-year-old 

Batherson, 22-year-old Suzuki and 21-year-old Dahlin, each 
of whom is playing in his first All-Star Game. Vasilevskiy 
brings his own Cup credentials, with his history giving him 
the slight edge on Campbell for the start. -- Amalie Benjamin, 
staff writer 

Metropolitan Division 

Alex Ovechkin (WSH) -- Sebastian Aho (CAR) -- Adam Fox 
(NYR) 

Jake Guentzel (PIT) -- Claude Giroux (PHI) -- Zach Werenski 
(CBJ) 

Chris Kreider (NYR) -- Jack Hughes (NJD) -- Adam Pelech 
(NYI) 

Frederik Andersen (CAR) 

Tristan Jarry (PIT) 

Ovechkin's goal-scoring, Aho's two-way play and Fox's puck-
moving skill from the defense make for a potent starting 
combination and likely a perfect mix for Ovechkin, the fan-
elected captain playing in his eighth All-Star Game. Playing 
Pennsylvania rivals Guentzel and Giroux together with 
Werenski should be an exciting line to watch. That leaves the 
three first-time all-stars from the New York/New Jersey area 
-- Kreider (New York Rangers), Hughes (New Jersey Devils) 
and Pelech (New York Islanders) -- to put their local rivalries 
aside and have some fun. Andersen has been a rock in net 
for the Hurricanes, so Brind'Amour probably rewards him 
with the start. -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

Central Division 

Kirill Kaprizov (MIN) -- Nathan MacKinnon (COL) -- Cale 
Makar (COL) 

Alex DeBrincat (CHI) -- Nazem Kadri (COL) -- Joe Pavelski 
(DAL) 

Kyle Connor (WPG) -- Clayton Keller (ARI) -- Jordan Kyrou 
(STL) 

Juuse Saros (NSH) 

Cam Talbot (MIN) 

My top line features two of the most dazzling goal-scorers in 
the NHL in MacKinnon, the captain, and Kaprizov. Makar, a 
defenseman who can generate offense like a forward, 
completes the line. DeBrincat and Kadri know how to get the 
puck on net, and they're teamed with Pavelski, who is a 
master at the art of scoring goals from tight spaces. The third 
line has proven offensive performers in Connor, Keller and 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 25, 2022 

 

Kyrou. Connor and Kyrou are in their first All-Star game; 
Keller his second. Saros starts in goal because he has been 
the backbone of Nashville's surprisingly strong first half. -- 
Tracey Myers, staff writer 

Pacific Division 

Connor McDavid (EDM) -- Leon Draisaitl (EDM) -- Jordan 
Eberle (SEA) 

Johnny Gaudreau (CGY) -- Mark Stone (VGK) -- Alex 
Pietrangelo (VGK) 

Timo Meier (SJS) -- Troy Terry (ANA) -- Adrian Kempe (LAK) 

John Gibson (ANA) 

Thatcher Demko (VAN) 

McDavid, the captain, playing with Draisaitl is a no-brainer. 
Adding Eberle to the mix makes it a reunion; the Seattle 
Kraken forward played with McDavid and Draisaitl in 
Edmonton for two seasons from 2015-17. Stone and 
Pietrangelo, the lone defenseman on the roster, belong 
together as members of the Golden Knights, the host team. 
Stone is almost like an extra defender playing a forward 
position, and Gaudreau gives the line playmaking flare. The 
third line of Meier, Terry and Kempe is a tribute to the 
resurgence of the three California teams (Anaheim, San 
Jose Sharks, Los Angeles Kings) this season. Gibson's 
veteran status (third All-Star Game) breaks the tie as starting 
goalie rather than Demko, who is making his debut. -- Dan 
Rosen, senior writer 

Here are the rosters: 

Metropolitan Division (All-Star appearances) 

F Sebastian Aho, CAR (2nd) 

F Claude Giroux, PHI (7th) 

F Jake Guentzel, PIT (1st) 

F Jack Hughes, NJD (1st) 

F Chris Kreider, NYR (2nd) 

F Alex Ovechkin, WSH (8th)* 

D Adam Fox, NYR (1st) 

D Adam Pelech, NYI (1st) 

D Zach Werenski, CBJ (2nd) 

G Frederik Andersen, CAR (2nd) 

G Tristan Jarry, PIT (2nd) 

Atlantic Division (All-Star appearances) 

F Drake Batherson, OTT (1st) 

F Patrice Bergeron, BOS (3rd) 

F Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA (2nd) 

F Dylan Larkin, DET (2nd) 

F Auston Matthews, TOR (4th)* 

F Steven Stamkos, TBL (7th) 

F Nick Suzuki, MTL (1st) 

D Rasmus Dahlin, BUF (1st) 

D Victor Hedman, TBL (3rd) 

G Jack Campbell, TOR (1st) 

G Andrei Vasilevskiy, TBL (4th) 

Central Division (All-Star appearances) 

F Kyle Connor, WPG (1st) 

F Alex DeBrincat, CHI (1st) 

F Nazem Kadri, COL (1st)  

F Kirill Kaprizov, MIN (1st) 

F Clayton Keller, ARI (2nd) 

F Jordan Kyrou, STL (1st) 

F Nathan MacKinnon, COL (4th)* 

F Joe Pavelski, DAL (4th) 

D Cale Makar, COL (1st) 

G Juuse Saros, NSH (1st) 

G Cam Talbot, MIN (1st) 

Pacific Division (All-Star appearances) 

F Leon Draisaitl, EDM (3rd) 

F Jordan Eberle, SEA (2nd) 

F Johnny Gaudreau, CGY (6th) 

F Adrian Kempe, LAK (1st) 

F Connor McDavid, EDM (5th)* 

F Timo Meier, SJS (1st) 

F Mark Stone, VGK (1st) 

F Troy Terry, ANA (1st)  

D Alex Pietrangelo, VGK (3rd) 

G John Gibson, ANA (3rd) 

G Thatcher Demko, VAN (1st) 

* Fan-elected captain 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 25, 2022 

 

 

 

Vegas takes on Carolina, seeks 8th straight road win 

Vegas Golden Knights (25-15-2, first in the Pacific) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-2, third in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -162, Golden 
Knights +139; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Vegas visits Carolina looking to prolong its 
seven-game road winning streak. 

The Hurricanes are 13-4-1 on their home ice. Carolina is 
second in the Eastern Conference averaging 6.3 assists per 
game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.8. 

The Golden Knights have gone 12-5-0 away from home. 
Vegas ranks 10th in the NHL averaging 5.7 assists per 
game, led by Mark Stone with 0.8. 

In their last meeting on Nov. 16, Carolina won 4-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 17 goals, adding 25 assists and totaling 42 points. 

Andrei Svechnikov has five goals and eight assists over the 
last 10 games for Carolina. 

Chandler Stephenson has 38 total points while scoring 12 
goals and totaling 26 assists for the Golden Knights. 
Jonathan Marchessault has 9 points over the last 10 games 
for Vegas. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 4.6 goals, 
8.4 assists, four penalties and 8.8 penalty minutes while 
giving up three goals per game with a .904 save percentage. 

Golden Knights: 5-3-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.4 assists, 3.3 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals 
per game with a .905 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (health and 
safety protocols), Antti Raanta: day to day (upper body), 
Teuvo Teravainen: day to day (lower body). 

Golden Knights: Max Pacioretty: out (wrist), Mark Stone: out 
(covid-19), Reilly Smith: out (health protocols). 
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NHL Power Rankings: Avalanche takes top spot; here come the Bruins 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the 
Avalanche takes over the top spot as they continue to 
dominate the Western Conference. 

Since starting the season with a 4-5-1 mark, the Avalanche 
has gone on a 24-3-2 run over the next 29 games and is 
currently on a 12-game point streak (11-0-1) since the start 
of January. Their forwards and defense are as good and 
deep as any NHL team, and now that the goaltending is 
starting to get back on track they are looking like a fierce 
Stanley Cup contender. 

In the Eastern Conference, the Bruins continue their recent 
climb up the rankings thanks to a 10-2-0 mark since January 
while working Tuukka Rask back into the mix. 

We take a look at those two teams and more in this week’s 
NHL Power Rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To the NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 2). Their defense is what 
makes them so dangerous as a team. You know about Cale 
Makar, but do not sleep on Devon Toews as a potential 
Norris Trophy contender. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 1). Seattle seems to be the only 
team that has solved them. Sometimes hockey is a random 
game. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 3). As if they are not already 
deep enough, they have 19-year-old rookie in Seth Jarvis, 
who is on a 50-point pace per 82 games this season. 
Insanely deep roster. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 4). It kind of feels like the 
reigning back-to-back Cup champions are kinda sneaking 
under the radar this season. As if that were possible. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 7). As the Golden Knights and 
Jets found out, this offense can score a lot of goals in a very 
short period of time. 

6. New York Rangers (LW: 5). Chris Krieder has 29 goals in 
42 games. That is a 56-goal pace over 82 games. At some 
point you have to think he will slow down this season but he 
just keeps scoring goals. 

7. Boston Bruins (LW: 8). Tuukka Rask’s return has been a 
mixed bag so far, but give him time. He should still be a top-
tier goalie. 

8. Minnesota Wild (LW: 10). Let’s give some attention to 
Ryan Hartman for a breakout season that currently has him 
leading the team with 18 goals. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 6). Holding leads has been a 
problem recently, which is going to create another round of 
discussion about their defense and, well, pretty much 
everything else about them. 

10. St. Louis Blues (LW: 11). Keep playing Ville Husso until 
he gives you a reason to stop playing him. 

11. Nashville Predators (LW: 9). Over the previous two 
seasons Filip Forsberg scored 33 goals in 102 games. This 
season he already has 20 goals in 32 games. 

12. Washington Capitals (LW: 13). It is starting to look like 
their starting playoff goalie is not on the roster at the current 
time. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 12). This is a team whose 
regular season record will not do their overall strength as a 
team justice. 

14. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 14). Quinton Byfield gets to 
experience a playoff chase right off the bat. Probably not 
what anybody expected this season, but great progress for 
them as a team. 

15. New York Islanders (LW: 19). They are getting on track a 
bit, but there is still such a massive gap between them and 
the playoff teams in the East. 

16. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 15). Connor Hellebuyck and Kyle 
Connor are keeping them in it as best they can. 

17. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 16). They really needed that win 
against Tampa Bay — and it was impressive — to stop their 
recent tough stretch. Now they start a tough Eastern 
Conference road trip. They need to stack some wins again. 

18. Calgary Flames (LW: 17). They still hold the second best 
points percentage in the Pacific Division, which is good. But 
because of schedule postponements and a lot of losses they 
have won just three games since Dec. 5, a stretch that has 
seen them go 3-7-2 over 12 games. 

19. Dallas Stars (LW: 21). Overall they have been very 
inconsistent this season. Individually, Joe Pavelski, Jason 
Robertson, and Roope Hintz have been great. 

20. San Jose Sharks (LW: 20). Timo Meier and Tomas Hertl 
deserve a lot of credit for helping to keep them in it. But will 
Hertl re-sign, and if not, will he be traded before the March 
21 deadline? 
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21. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 21). They really needed that win 
against Calgary. Is it a turning point or just a brief distraction 
from the overall mess that is the team? Based on recent 
Oilers franchise history we probably already know the 
answer to that question. 

22. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 24). Progress is the important 
thing to watch for this season. Progress is being made. 

23. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 18). Even with their improved 
play under Bruce Boudreau they are still only on an 80-point 
pace for this season. That is not going to be anywhere near 
good enough. 

24. Ottawa Senators (LW: 25). At least they are competitive 
right now. That is more than we could say about them earlier 
in the season. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 23). Here is the list of players 
who should be untouchable in trade talks right now: Nobody. 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 27). They play hard, but 
goalie depth has been an issue. They are 4-10-0 when Elvis 

Merzlikins is not the goalie of record. They are very 
respectable 14-10-1 when he is. 

27. New Jersey Devils (LW: 28). Given the fact they have 
two recent No. 1 overall picks and have made some big 
offseason additions in recent years it feels like they should 
be further along than this. 

28. Seattle Kraken (LW: 30). They are not going to make the 
playoffs but they have won three out of four and Philipp 
Gruabuer is playing a little better. So that is something. 

29. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 29). Jeff Skinner is very quietly 
having a nice bounce back season. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 26). They have had two 
different 10-game losing streaks in the first half of the same 
season. That is incredible. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). Karel Vejmelka has been a 
nice bright spot at times this season in goal. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 32). Lot of work here for the 
new general manager. 
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Hurricanes hope to tighten up defense vs. Knights 

By FLM  

The Carolina Hurricanes, who pride themselves on their work 
at the defensive end, will look to shake off a rare defensive 
slip-up when they oppose the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Tuesday in Raleigh, N.C. 

Carolina yielded a season-high goal total Saturday in a 7-4 
road loss to the New Jersey Devils. 

The Hurricanes hope they experienced just a blip and not the 
start of a trend. 

"It's not our game," Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei said. 
"We've got to learn from this. Everyone in the locker room 
knows this is not the way we play." 

The defeat featured the first professional start for Hurricanes 
goalie Jack LaFontaine, who was playing college hockey for 
the University of Minnesota just a couple of weeks earlier. He 
was reassigned to Carolina's taxi squad on Monday. 

LaFontaine was signed hurriedly when Antti Raanta got hurt 
and the franchise's top two minor league goalies also were 
injured. 

While it was a rough introduction for LaFontaine, the 
Hurricanes were more concerned about the defense in front 
of the goalie. Heading into mid-January, Carolina had given 
up more than four goals only once this season, in a 5-2 loss 
to the Florida Panthers on Nov. 6. Now the team has yielded 
six and seven across a five-game stretch. 

"We usually don't give many chances," Skjei said. "It doesn't 
matter who's in net." 

The Hurricanes figure to have Frederik Andersen back in the 
crease on Tuesday. However, Raanta was active as the 
backup on Saturday, and he posted a victory earlier in the 
season against the Knights. 

Vegas faces a goaltending decision on Tuesday, too, after 
Robin Lehner recorded a 34-save shutout of the Washington 
Capitals in a 1-0 road win on Monday. 

The Golden Knights were playing their first road game since 
Dec. 28 after an eight-game homestand in which they went 
3-3-2. 

Vegas is now in the midst of four road games in six nights 
against top Eastern Conference contenders, with visits to 
Florida and Tampa Bay coming on Thursday and Saturday, 
respectively. 

"We know what we're facing here with this gauntlet of 
teams," Vegas coach Pete DeBoer said. "I think the guys are 
excited about the opportunity to play some of these teams." 

Golden Knights center Brett Howden said this week provides 
"really big statement games and obviously big games for us 
to kind of see where we're at. ... I think road trips are great 
for getting everybody together." 

DeBoer said the Golden Knights are healthier than they have 
been in quite some time, with four lines and seven 
defensemen available for practice prior to the Washington 
game. However, captain Mark Stone was in COVID-19 
protocol and wasn't on the beginning part of the trip. 

For the Hurricanes, the New Jersey game marked the first 
time this season that left winger Teuvo Teravainen was out 
of the lineup. He sustained a lower-body injury a night earlier 
against the New York Rangers but was back on the ice for 
Monday's practice. 

Carolina's Josh Leivo was in the lineup for just the fifth time 
this season, and he posted his first goal and his second 
assist. 

It was a clunky trip on several fronts for the Hurricanes. 
Because of a wintry storm, they didn't depart late Friday 
night, instead delaying the travel until morning. As a result, 
center Martin Necas had been cleared from COVID protocol, 
so he was on board and was back in action after sitting out 
two games. He contributed an assist. 

Carolina beat the Golden Knights 4-2 on Nov. 16 at Las 
Vegas. 
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Wolves struggle in weekend series against Manitoba 

By Sarah A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 24-7-3-1 (52 points; 1st in Central Division; 2nd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.37 

Goals Against/Game: 2.54 

Shots/Game: 35.17 

Shots Against/Game: 26.43 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.0% (T-15th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.1% (7th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (48) 

Most Goals: Andrew Poturalski (19) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (29) 

Next Game: Wednesday, January 26 vs. Texas 

(stats as of January 23, 2022)  

Game 33: Wolves 5, IceHogs 3 

The Chicago Wolves started their week on the road with a 
trip out to Rockford where the top trio of Stefan Noesen, C.J. 
Smith, and Andrew Poturalski continued to dominate. The 
three combined for nine points, 11 shots, and four of the five 
Wolves goals.  

The Wolves have had an up and down season against their 
local nemesis this year, with a 3-2-0-1 record (including this 
game). It’s made for a fun rivalry, much more interesting than 
in past seasons where the Wolves generally had the upper 
hand over the IceHogs.  

From the very start of the game, the Wolves controlled play, 
putting 14 shots on IceHogs goalie Arvid Soderblom in the 
first period, and an astounding 21 in the second. The second 
period is really where the Wolves excelled, scoring four goals 
in a 6:27 span to put the game out of reach.  

The 45 total shots from the Wolves tied a season high, 
previously achieved against Iowa on January 8. Likewise, 18 
shots was the lowest amount allowed by the Wolves this 
season. Alex Lyon picked up his first win after two straight 
losses to Iowa and a stint in the NHL; his last AHL win before 
this game was December 18 against the Admirals.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G, 1 A; C.J. Smith, 1 G, 2 A; 
Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 2 A; David Gust, 1 G; Eric Williams, 
2 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; Derek Topatigh, 1 A; 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 15 of 18, 0.833 Sv%  

Game 34: Wolves 3, Moose 4 (OT) 

While the Wolves are righting the ship against the Rockford 
IceHogs, they’ve struggled this season against the Manitoba 
Moose. Prior to this game, both Josh Leivo and Stefan 
Noesen were recalled to the NHL, while C.J. Smith missed 
the match due to illness, depriving the Wolves of three of 
their top five scorers.  

The Moose got out to an early lead in this one, going up 2-0 
by midway through the first period. Andrew Poturalski got the 
Wolves on the board just over 30 seconds after the Moose’s 
second goal. He received a perfectly placed pass from David 
Gust in the slot and put in his 19th goal of the season. 

The Moose regained their two-goal lead shortly thereafter, 
whole a second period power play goal from Maxim Letunov 
brought the Wolves within one. The team went into the third 
period searching for the equalizer. They pulled goaltender 
Dylan Wells with just under two minutes remaining; it only 
took two shots for Joey Keane to tie things up.  

Having secured one point, the Wolves headed to overtime, 
where both teams played largely to a standstill for over a 
minute. The first shot in overtime came from the Moose at 
1:18 and it turned out to be the last shot of the game; forward 
Evan Polei got in alone against Wells and snuck the puck 
past the goaltender as he went for a poke check.  

Scoring: Maxim Letunov, 1 G, 1 A; Andrew Poturalski, 1 G; 
Joey Keane, 1 G; David Gust, 2 A; Jalen Chatfield, 1 A; Max 
Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Dylan Wells, saved 23 of 27, 0.852 Sv%  

Game 35: Wolves 1, Moose 3 

The Moose were playing with a team largely comprised of 
ECHL players, thanks to numerous recalls of Manitoba’s top 
players to the NHL. Despite being without several of their top 
scorers, the Wolves were certainly the favorites to win one, if 
not both, of the games this weekend. That ultimately wasn’t 
the case, however.  

The Wolves completed their weekend in Winnipeg with a 
game that largely matched the same formula as the previous 
day’s action. The Wolves outshot the Moose and dominated 
play for the first half of the game. A late first period goal from 
David Cotton gave the Wolves the lead after a fast and 
furious first period. In the second period, it was Manitoba 
who found the back of the net, as the Wolves turned over the 
puck to Johnathan Kovacevic, who scored on the Moose’s 
first shot of the period.  
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Despite outshooting the Moose in each period, the Wolves 
couldn’t get anything else past Moose goaltender Philippe 
Desrosiers, playing in just his second AHL game of the 
season, and his first since November 6. Moose defenseman 

Nelson Nogier scored his first two goals of the season in the 
third period, including one empty net goal, to put things away 
for the home team.  

 

 

 

Wolves add Noesen, LaFontaine 

The Chicago Wolves announced Monday that forward Stefan 
Noesen has been reassigned on loan and goaltender Jack 
LaFontaine has been loaned to the team by the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Noesen, 28, spent four days on Carolina’s taxi squad in his 
most recent NHL stint, but did not appear in a game. The 
physical forward has been the hottest player in the American 
Hockey League over the last six weeks. From Dec. 9 through 
Jan. 17, the Plano, Texas, native appeared in 10 Wolves 
games and produced 12 goals and 8 assists for the Western 
Conference’s winningest team. Noesen also helped Carolina 
earn a pair of victories on Dec. 16 and Dec. 18. 

Noesen paces the AHL this season with six game-winning 
goals. His 18 goals share second place in the AHL — one 
behind teammate Andrew Poturalski — and his 37 points 
rank third. 

The 24-year-old LaFontaine, selected by Carolina in the third 
round of the 2016 NHL Entry Draft, turned professional on 
Jan. 9 as he signed a one-year entry-level deal with the 
Hurricanes. LaFontaine went straight from the University of 

Minnesota, where he won the 2020-21 Mike Richter Award 
as the NCAA’s top goaltender, to Carolina. The Mississauga, 
Ontario, native appeared in two NHL games and posted an 
0-1-0 record with a 7.20 goals-against average and .780 
save percentage. 

The Wolves also released defenseman Derek Topatigh from 
his professional tryout contract (PTO). The 24-year-old 
Mississauga native produced one assist in his lone 
appearance Jan. 17 at Rockford. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves play three games this 
week at Allstate Arena: Wednesday vs. Texas, Friday 
against Grand Rapids and Saturday vs. Rockford in the 
Chicago Mid-Winter Classic, presented by Planet Fitness. 
The Wolves are honoring health care workers by offering two 
free tickets to any of these games. 

To request these tickets — which are presented by 
Checkers, Fannie May, Loyola Medicine, Savers and Turtle 
Wax — click here to fill out the brief form or email a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257667388.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/writers-roundtable-month-number-three/c-330125496 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-vegas-golden-knights-mark-stone-456423566604404baadacdff83ac09a0 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/24/nhl-power-rankings-colorado-avalanche-takes-spot-here-come-the-boston-bruins/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-hope-to-tighten-up-defense-vs-knights/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/24/22898408/ahl-chicago-wolves-struggle-in-weekend-series-against-manitoba-moose 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/24/wolves-add-noesen-lafontaine/ 
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No excuses: How the Canes plan to refocus ahead of a grueling set of 4 
games in 6 days 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED JANUARY 24, 2022 3:49 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes could have rolled out any number of excuses for 
their 7-4 loss Saturday to the New Jersey Devils. 

There were the crazy travel problems, and flying in the day of the game. 
There was a rookie goalie making his first NHL start. Teuvo Teravainen 
didn’t play. Martin Necas did play, but was coming out of the NHL COVID 
protocol and had no practice time after his quarantine. 

But the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour, like many coaches, has used the 
expression, “the excuse jar is full.” 

Saturday’s setback was a loss. On the road. In game 38 of a long 
season. You take a quick look back at it, and move on. In this case, the 
Canes will move on to an even more demanding set of games: four 
games in six days leading up to what would have been the league’s 
Olympic break, starting with a home game Tuesday against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

“The NHL is tough,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “From the top teams to 
the so-called bottom teams, if you’re not 100 percent on point, it makes 
for a real tough night.” 

BREAKDOWNS AGAINST THE DEVILS 

So, what went wrong Saturday? 

“Just little things, little details that when not done properly that’s the result 
you get,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said Monday. “It’s not a lack of 
compete or effort or anything, but just little details being off. I know 
Roddy always talks about inches, and inches of the game. But little 
things, the little details you’re off on, leads to breakdowns. 

“I mean, you play in the NHL and everyone’s skilled, so it’s typically going 
to end up in the back of your net. You can’t have those little breakdowns 
and we have to batten those up and we’ll be fine.” 

Canes rookie goalie Jack LaFontaine received a pretty intense education 
on NHL skill and speed, too. The Devils took advantage of a few 
fortunate bounces and some defensive lapses by the Canes to score, but 
LaFontaine also gave up a few goals he’d probably like to have back. 

BETWEEN THE PIPES 

With goalie Antti Raanta back at practice Monday, and Frederik 
Andersen the likely starter against Vegas, Brind’Amour was asked about 
the plans for LaFontaine moving forward. 

“We’ll see. We’ve got to get him games for sure,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
think (Raanta) is ready to go, so we know we’ll have to make that 
decision.” 

Playing for the Chicago Wolves, the Canes’ American Hockey League 
affiliate, is the logical next step for the former University of Minnesota 
star, who left school this month to sign with Carolina and has been used 
in two games. 

Monday afternoon, the team made that move official, sending LaFontaine 
and defenseman Stefan Noesen to Chicago. 

RETURNING TO THE LINEUP 

Teravainen sat out the New Jersey game after sustaining a lower-body 
injury Friday against the New York Rangers, taking a big second-period 
hit from Barclay Goodrow. Teravainen returned to the game but sat out 
the third period, and then Saturday’s game. 

Teravainen was back at practice Monday and again was on a line with 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis. 

Necas, who entered the NHL protocol Jan. 17, said he had no COVID-19 
symptoms last week and used a stationary bike to exercise while in 
quarantine. Cleared Saturday morning to play, he had 16-plus minutes in 
ice time and assisted on a first-period goal by Ian Cole. 

“It wasn’t the easiest game for me but it was better than I expected,” 
Necas said Monday. “Just a tough game for us, overall.” 

The Golden Knights were to play Monday in Washington against the 
Capitals and will be in the second game of a back-to-back Tuesday 
against the Canes. 

Slavin expects the Canes to be back at their best. The Golden Knights 
lead the Pacific Division and should want to atone for a 4-2 loss to 
Carolina in Las Vegas on Nov. 16 — Jarvis’ third-period goal was the 
game-winner. 

“Those games are special. A little more jam to those games,” Slavin said. 
“You’ve got to come prepared every night, but it you’re not prepared for 
those teams that are high caliber you’re in for a long night.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

When: Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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Golden Knights open road trip with win over Capitals 
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By David Schoen 

January 24, 2022 - 6:44 PM 

Updated January 24, 2022 - 6:47 PM 

 

Robin Lehner digs for snakes in his teammate’s backyard and trains in 
mixed martial arts during the offseason, so fear isn’t usually something 
associated with the Golden Knights goaltender. 

But a 99.1 mph shot to the face off the stick of Washington’s Alex 
Ovechkin is enough to get anyone’s heart racing. 

“It was probably the hardest shot I’ve taken in the head,” Lehner said. 
“It’s a little scary.” 

Lehner shook off Ovechkin’s drive that broke the cage on his helmet and 
recorded his first shutout of the season to help the Knights open their 
difficult four-game road trip with a 1-0 victory at Capital One Arena in 
Washington. 

It was the seventh straight road win for the Knights, who meet Carolina in 
the second of back-to-back games Tuesday. 

“We don’t win tonight unless our goalie’s really good,” coach Pete 
DeBoer said. “It was nice to start with a win. He was our best player 
tonight.” 

Michael Amadio, playing in his 200th career NHL game, had the lone 
goal when he swept in a loose puck at 5:29 of the second period. 

Lehner finished with 34 stops, bouncing back from his recent rough patch 
that included a shaky outing Thursday against Montreal. 

The Capitals made a strong push in the second and third periods. Lehner 
made a key stop on Conor Sheary with less than five minutes remaining 
in the third to preserve the shutout. 

But it was the second-period drive by Ovechkin at the end of a five-on-
three for Washington that was the most notable for other reasons. 

The puck hit Lehner so hard, he dropped face-first to the ice for a few 
moments. The left side of his cage was bashed in as a result of the 
impact. Lehner needed to use his old helmet as a replacement for the 
rest of the game. 

“You felt the cage bend into the cheekbone a little bit,” Lehner said. “I 
was lucky it wasn’t a little bit harder.” 

Here are three takeaways from the game: 

1. PK steps up 

The Knights went 5-for-5 on the penalty kill, including a five-on-three in 
the second period that lasted for 1:57. It was the longest two-man 
disadvantage the Knights faced in franchise history. 

In addition to the stop with his headgear on Ovechkin, Lehner slid to his 
right to deny Tom Wilson at the side of the net. 

Washington also had two power-play opportunities in the third period but 
came up blank against the Knights’ penalty-killing unit that entered 
ranked 22nd in the league. 

“I think Ovechkin has that ability to grab your attention,” DeBoer said. 
“And as a result of that we had real good detail, we had good 
desperation.” 

2. New way to win 

Monday marked the first time the Knights have won while scoring fewer 
than three goals. 

Washington was held to 36 shot attempts at five-on-five and shut out for 
the first time in 43 games. 

“We talked when we looked at this road trip and the message was very 
clear,” DeBoer said. “If we weren’t prepared to defend and defend hard, 
we weren’t going to give ourselves a chance to win in any of these four 
buildings. I liked our commitment.” 

3. Fourth line stands out 

Amadio scored his fourth goal after defenseman Nic Hague, who played 
his first game since Dec. 28, led the forecheck and forced the Capitals to 
throw the puck to the point, where Brett Howden was waiting. His drive 
was stopped, but Amadio was there to clean up the leftovers. 

The Knights’ line of Amadio, Nolan Patrick and Howden finished with a 
62.5 percent shot share at five-on-five, according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com, tops among the Knights’ forwards. 

“It was a big character win that we dug deep and got the win there and 
got the two points,” Amadio said. “I thought as a line I think we had 
another good game. We’re just going to try to continue that forward.” 
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Golden Knights report: NHL All-Star Weekend tickets on sale 

 

By Ben Gotz 

January 24, 2022 - 2:17 PM 

 

Updated January 24, 2022 - 7:35 PM 

 

Golden Knights at Capitals 

Knights win 1-0 

RJ’s three stars 

3. Capitals goaltender Vitek Vanecek — He was the hard-luck loser after 
making 28 saves. He kept his team in it until the end, denying a 
dangerous shot from left wing Jonathan Marchessault with 3:26 left. 

2. Knights right wing Michael Amadio — He scored the game’s only goal 
in his 200th NHL game. It was his fourth goal of the season, two off his 
career high. 

1. Knights goaltender Robin Lehner — He made 34 saves for his first 
shutout of the season. He made eight on the penalty kill, including three 
on a 5-on-3 in the second period. 

Key play 

Amadio’s goal. 

The play started when defenseman Nic Hague, playing in his first game 
since Dec. 28, led a charge through the neutral zone and dumped in the 
puck. He chased it down into the offensive zone and eventually it moved 
back to left wing Brett Howden at the left point. 

Howden fired a shot on net that got behind Vanecek. Amadio, battling in 
front of the crease, saw the loose puck before defenseman Dmitry Orlov 
did. He tapped it in for his first goal in five games. 

Key stat 

7 — The number of road games the Knights have won in a row, which is 
a franchise record. 

They’re 12-5 on the road this season. Their .706 road points percentage 
is second-best in the NHL behind only the Carolina Hurricanes (.725), 
their next opponent. 
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The Knights haven’t lost a road game since Dec. 1 in Anaheim. 

Smith enters’ COVID-19 protocol 

The Knights played Monday without one of their key forwards. 

The team announced right wing Reilly Smith entered the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocol before the game. Smith is tied for third on the Knights in 
scoring with 29 points in 41 games. He was previously one of three 
players on the team, along with right wing Keegan Kolesar and 
defenseman Brayden McNabb, who had yet to miss a game this season. 

The Knights also have captain Mark Stone in the COVID-19 protocol. Left 
wing Jonas Rondbjerg was called up from the Silver Knights with Smith 
out and played Monday. Center Jake Leschyshyn and defenseman Daniil 
Miromanov were also called up. 

All-Star Weekend tickets on sale 

The Knights released a limited number of tickets for All-Star Weekend at 
T-Mobile Arena on their website Monday. 

The ticket packages available include the same seats for the skills 
competition on Feb. 4 and the All-Star Game on Feb. 5. The Knights 
have three participants in the game: coach Pete DeBoer, defenseman 
Alex Pietrangelo and Stone. 

Knights’ next 10 

At Carolina, 4 p.m. Tuesday 

At Florida, 4 p.m. Thursday 

At Tampa Bay, 4 p.m. Saturday 

Vs. Buffalo, 7 p.m. Feb. 1 

At Edmonton, 6 p.m. Feb. 8 

At Calgary, 6:30 p.m. Feb. 9 

Vs. Colorado, 7 p.m. Feb. 16 

Vs. Los Angeles, 7 p.m. Feb. 18 

At San Jose, 5 p.m. Feb. 20 

At Arizona, 6:30 p.m. Feb. 25 
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At season’s midway point, 1st-place Golden Knights have room to 
improve 

 

By Justin Emerson  

Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022 | 2 a.m. 

 

The Golden Knights are just past the halfway point of the season in first 
place of Pacific Division, and going into last night’s game were fifth in the 
Western Conference and 10th in the NHL. 

“Despite all the injuries, all the adversity we’ve faced as a team, we’re not 
in a bad spot right now,” forward Jonathan Marchessault said. 

The first 41 games are a good sample to pull out some observations. 
Here are five thoughts: 

Chandler Stephenson is a top-line center 

Perhaps the biggest story of the Golden Knights’ season has been the 
play of former fourth-liner and Washington castoff Chandler Stephenson. 

Going into Monday’s game against his former team, Stephenson was 
leading the Golden Knights with 26 assists and 38 points in 40 games, 
already having surpassed his previous career-bests. He had a legitimate 
case for the All-Star team as arguably Vegas’ most consistent forward. 

And he’s doing it mostly without his star wingers, Max Pacioretty and 
Mark Stone. The trio has managed just 15 games together this season, 
while Stephenson continues to produce no matter who is playing on his 
line. 

Just last week, he centered the top line with William Carrier and Evgenii 
Dadonov, and he scored the Golden Knights’ opening goal in a 4-3 
overtime victory over Montreal. 

Stephenson has played so well in fact, it will pose an interesting question 
once Jack Eichel eventually joins the Vegas lineup. The thought of where 
to put Eichel is a fascinating one, as Stephenson has played so well with 
Stone and Pacioretty it might make sense to put Eichel on his own line. 

But if you can overload a line with three stars and feel confident 
Stephenson can anchor his own line, would that not make sense too? 

Defense trending in the right direction 

The Golden Knights are about a middle-of-the pack defensive team. At 5-
on-5 this season they’ve allowed the 14th most expected goals (2.49) 
and ninth most high-danger scoring chances (11.85). They have the 
23rd-ranked penalty kill (77.5%) and have given up the 15th most goals 
per game (3.02). 

It’s far from the defensive standard the Golden Knights set in their first 
four seasons, but it is a massive leap from where they were earlier this 
season. 

At the end of November they were bottom of the league in expected-
goals allowed (2.90). Since Dec. 1, they’ve been the best (2.05). Much of 
that is due to stability in the lineup, but Vegas has still been without Alec 
Martinez and Nicolas Hague on the back end. 

There was so much upheaval in the early season between injuries and 
COVID-19 that Vegas struggled to execute its systems. Now that those 
are coming along, so too are the defensive results we’ve all expected. 

Goaltending, not so much 

Even as the defense has improved, the amount of pucks that have gone 
in the net hasn’t. Through November, Vegas allowed 3.05 goals per 
game and since then they’ve allowed 3.00. 

Essentially, the goaltending has played inversely to the defense in front 
of it. In October and November, Robin Lehner was stealing quite a few 
games for the Golden Knights, registering 8.96 goals saved above 
expected (GSAx), which ranked seventh in the NHL, according to stats 
site Evolving Hockey. 

That basically means based on the quantity and quality of shots in front 
of him, Lehner prevented nine more goals than would be “expected” from 
a generic goalie. Laurent Brossoit just played five games for Vegas, but 
even he made 1.5 GSAx. 

Since Dec. 1 though, both Lehner and Brossoit have struggled. Both are 
underwater — Lehner at -2.36 GSAx and Brossoit at -1.30. 

If you prefer more traditional stats, Golden Knights goalies this season — 
29 games of Lehner, 14 of Brossoit and one of Logan Thompson — have 
combined for a .902 save percentage. For comparison, last season it was 
.922. 

“I thought our goaltending was exceptional early in the season when we 
needed it to be,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “As we’ve gotten healthier our 
game has tightened up a little bit, and everybody’s got to be better here. I 
think the bar for everybody in the second half here is higher.” 

Pacioretty’s torrid pace 
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It’s a shame we haven’t seen a healthy Pacioretty all season, because he 
was scoring at borderline historic rates when he was in the lineup. 

Pacioretty has been limited to just 16 games because of a broken foot 
and then wrist surgery, but he still has 12 goals, or 0.75 per game that 
ranks as the best in the league. He also has nine assists. Over a full 
season of 82 games with those rates, he would finish 62 goals and 108 
points, shattering his career-bests. 

It’s unlikely Pacioretty would hit those marks, but it shows how much the 
Golden Knights miss him. Since he was traded to Vegas in 2018, he 
leads the team 90 goals, six more than second-place Jonathan 
Marchessault despite playing in 38 fewer games. 

Pacioretty also leads Vegas in power-play goals and game-winning goals 
too, and he has been the Golden Knights’ unquestioned best finisher for 
parts of four seasons now. 

The good news is he may be returning soon. He traveled with the Golden 
Knights on their current road trip, and DeBoer said there was a chance 
he could play. 

They haven’t played their best 

Their defense is improving, their goaltending hasn’t clicked yet, and 
offensive players are on the shelf with injuries. And yet the Golden 
Knights sat in first place in the Pacific Division at the halfway point, three 
points clear of the second-place Kings. 

At the midway point, the Knights had exactly 50 points, a 100-point pace, 
that right now would not have them in a playoff spot in any other division. 
But they don’t play in any other division, and being better than the Kings, 
Ducks and every other Pacific team would guarantee home-ice 
advantage in two playoff series. 

Sooner than later, they will get back to full strength. And when Stone, 
Pacioretty, Eichel, Martinez and Hague return to the lineup, the Golden 
Knights could produce a memorable end of the season. 
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Robin Lehner, Golden Knights blank Capitals to open road trip 

 

By Justin Emerson  

Monday, Jan. 24, 2022 | 7:46 p.m. 

 

The Golden Knights entered the night as one of six teams in the NHL 
without a shutout. Thirty-four saves from Robin Lehner later, the Golden 
Knights are on the board. 

Lehner was terrific for Vegas tonight, shutting down one of the best 
offenses in the league in the Washington Capitals, and back-stopped the 
Golden Knights to a 1-0 victory at Capital One Arena. 

It was the Golden Knights’ first shutout of the season, and Lehner’s third 
with Vegas. 

“We don’t win tonight unless our goalie’s really good,” coach Pete 
DeBoer said. “He was our best player tonight.” 

It’s tough to pick exactly when Lehner was at his best Monday, and there 
was no shortage of options. 

He had to kill off 1:57 of a Washington 5-on-3 power play in the first 
period, and made three saves including two on star winger Alex 
Ovechkin. There was a 2-on-1 short-handed break later in the period 
where he denied Lars Eller. 

And there was the third-period onslaught, where Lehner made 14 saves 
including from point-blank range on Conor Sheary with just under five 
minutes to go. 

Some shutouts are the product of a poor night by the opposing offense, 
and Lehner’s was far from that. It wasn’t just the 34 saves: he was worth 
4.36 goals saved above expected (GSAx), according to stats site 
Evolving Hockey, by far his best performance of the season. 

“It’s nice when you get a shutout for sure, but it’s just nice to start the 
road trip with a win,” Lehner said. 

Offensively, the Golden Knights did just enough. 

The fourth line came through with a goal in the first period, as Brett 
Howden’s shot trickled through goalie Vitek Vanecek and Michael 
Amadio was there to finish it off. 

And that was all the Golden Knights needed, as this was the first time 
Washington failed to score this season. 

“It was a big character win that we dug deep and got the win there, got 
the two points,” Amadio said. “I thought as a line we had another good 
game and we’re just going to try to continue that forward.” 

The Golden Knights were —as they’ve been much of the season — 
short-handed entering the night. Reilly Smith joined Mark Stone in 
COVID-19 protocol this morning, while Vegas was missing Zach 
Whitecloud, Max Pacioretty and Jack Eichel to injury. 

Nicolas Hague did return after not playing since Dec. 28, and backup 
goalie Laurent Brossoit returned to the bench for the first time in seven 
games. 

It made for an impressive win, and started the road trip off in the way it 
needed to be. Monday was the first of a four-game swing where the 
Golden Knights will face the teams who by total points are ranked first 
(Florida on Thursday), second (Tampa Bay on Saturday), sixth (Carolina 
tomorrow) and eighth (Washington tonight). 

“We wanted to have a good start to this road trip,” DeBoer said. 
“Obviously if you drop the first one the next three all look tougher, which 
is hard to look tougher than they actually are. 

“It was nice to start with a win.” 
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LeBrun: Golden Knights’ GM Kelly McCrimmon on Jack Eichel’s return, 
getting healthy and the deadline 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jan 24, 2022  

 

There are no assurances in hockey. The most random playoffs in pro 
sports belong to the NHL. 

See Dallas and Montreal as Stanley Cup finalists in 2020 and 2021, 
respectively. 

Anything can happen come playoff time. 

But all things being equal, the two teams currently occupying first place in 
each of the Central and Pacific Division are odds-on to be on a collision 
course to connect again come playoff time. 

The Avalanche have found their mojo of late and are rocking atop the 
Central. 
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Battling massive injuries and COVID-19 all season long, that the Golden 
Knights are in first place in the Pacific despite being in survival mode all 
this time is a testimony to their depth. 

The Knights have used 33 different players so far this season and have 
lost 240 man-games to injury. Or put it this way, the Knights have 
averaged $25.8 million out of their lineup every night this season. 

So to be sitting at 50 points at the halfway point of their season is 
impressive. 

“I give the players a lot of credit, the coaches a lot of credit, we’ve been 
able to cobble together a record that’s kept us in contention,’’ Golden 
Knights GM Kelly McCrimmon told The Athletic. 

“Our depth has been really important for us,” he added. “The benefits of 
having our American League team in Henderson has been really 
important.’’ 

Max Pacioretty has missed 25 games this season, Mark Stone 18 
games, Alec Martinez 30 games, Nolan Patrick 30 games, William 
Karlsson 15 games. Those are key guys out at different times. 

“We do look forward to getting an opportunity where everyone is healthy 
and the coaches can play our best lineup,” said McCrimmon. “That’s sure 
where we hope this heads. And yet, every so often in a season, there’s a 
team that never gets healthy. We haven’t yet, hopefully that changes. But 
who knows.’’ 

Jack Eichel’s Golden Knights debut will be one of those key moments. 
He has practiced with the team regularly since Jan. 11 in a non-contact 
jersey and is participating in all the drills. 

“He’s progressing real well,” McCrimmon said. “The clearance to engage 
in contact, we still don’t know for sure when that will come. But we hope it 
continues to trend the way that it is.’’ 

But pinpointing an exact return to play for Eichel remains a bit fluid. 

“I wouldn’t be able to guess. When there were Olympics on our calendar, 
it was sort of easy to go to some point after the Olympics as to a time 
frame,’’ McCrimmon said. “We’ve been reluctant to circle a date on the 
calendar because we’re in uncharted waters, right? I’ve said it different 
times that Jack is going to look more ready to play than he probably is 
and we need to make sure we handle this correctly so that he comes 
back and is able to have a safe, healthy, productive finish to the season. 
But I sure feel he’ll get in a significant number of regular-season games.’’ 

Which already is an upgrade over what anyone knew for sure at the time 
of the trade. There were some people who figured the earliest Eichel 
would return is playoff time, and no guarantee of that either. 

Some teams shied away from getting too involved in the Eichel 
sweepstakes because of his desire to have artificial disk replacement 
surgery, which hadn’t been done before in the NHL. And other teams, 
notably some contenders, didn’t want to push too hard in talks because 
they weren’t sure Eichel would help them this season. 

On the latter, that never entered the Vegas front office’s mindset. 

“We made the trade assuming some risk, certainly,’’ McCrimmon said. 
“But we made the trade fully counting on him playing on this year’s team, 
whether that was going to be only at playoff time, whether that was going 
to be at some point in the regular season plus the playoffs. 

“So that was the mindset when we made the trade. We did not make the 
trade with the thought process that he’ll be ready for next year (only). It 
was to enhance our chance to win.’’ 

Eichel also fills the most glaring hole on an otherwise deep lineup — one 
which, since Day 1, never featured a true No. 1 center, or at least one of 
this caliber. 

“What Jack brings to the table is exactly what we felt our team needed,’’ 
McCrimmon said. “That’s why we were aggressive and that’s why we 

paid the price that we paid. It was the exact type of player that we wanted 
to add.’’ 

Franchise centers are so rarely available, especially when they’re 25 
years old. 

The way in which Vegas targeted Eichel was reminiscent of how the 
Golden Knights also went all-in on UFA blueliner Alex Pietrangelo in 
2020, the organization feeling they were missing that very type of player 
and refusing to let up until they got him. 

“When you look at Stanley Cup champion teams, they have that Victor 
Hedman-type of player. Petro himself, of course, in St. Louis, and we 
didn’t feel that we had a player of that ilk, that’s why we were aggressive 
with Petro,’’ said McCrimmon. 

“I see this (Eichel trade) in somewhat of a similar light. I think when you 
look at Stanley Cup champions, most times you need a player like that.’’ 

As the Vegas GM points out, they play in a conference that features top 
centers such as Nathan MacKinnon, Anze Kopitar and Connor McDavid. 

“There’s not 32 of those around the league, there’s probably only a 
handful that will be able to have an impact on a team like Jack Eichel 
will,’’ McCrimmon said. 

It will be fun to watch this Golden Knights team have all of their weapons 
at their disposal. 

But there’s also a counter-narrative out there, the one where some 
people feel this team, no matter how deep it is now, has lost a bit of its 
Golden Misfits magic/cohesion from its inaugural season. 

There’s no question that was a bunch of guys that seemed as close-knit 
as they come, the glue in the middle probably the affable Marc-Andre 
Fleury who was dealt for cap reasons last summer. Fleury was such a 
popular player in Vegas. 

So yeah, there is that whole argument about messing with some of that 
Year 1 magic. 

But I would also ask this: If you had a chance to land Max Pacioretty, 
Mark Stone, Alex Pietrangelo and Jack Eichel for your team, are you 
really going to say no? 

McCrimmon makes no apologies for continuing to deepen his talent pool. 

“We’ve got great character in our dressing room, we’ve got great 
leadership in our dressing room, we’ve got former NHL captains in our 
dressing room, we’ve got six players that were part of our original team. 

“So I don’t apologize for trying to make the team as good as can be,” 
McCrimmon added. “I think the players who are here appreciate that 
because they want to win.” 

The Golden Knights have played in 11 playoff series in four years of 
existence. It’s also why the expectations remain so high. It’s Stanley Cup 
or bust for this team every year. 

And despite all that success, playoff losses to Montreal last summer and 
to Dallas in the Edmonton bubble the previous season have given them 
some adversity they hope to learn from in their hope of winning it all. 

“When you look at championship teams in different sports, a lot of times 
this is the path they follow, there are some disappointments that come on 
the front end of winning,’’ McCrimmon said. 

“We’ll try to learn from what happened against Montreal. But for us to 
look too far down the road I think is not prudent. We have to be a playoff 
team first. That’s (what) our focus is, to try to get more consistency with 
our personnel in terms of health, try to be the top team in our division, try 
to be a playoff team, then you can get that journey again.’’ 

As for the trade deadline, who knows at this point. Obviously, Eichel is 
already the biggest trade they’re going to make this year, if not this 
decade. But whether the Knights have to add another element, there are 
still eight weeks to figure that out. 
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“We’re two months away from the trade deadline,’’ McCrimmon said. “It’s 
interesting because I think what’s left of our biological clock you sort of 
expect that trade deadline to be coming in February which this year it 
isn’t. It’s March 21. 

“There’s a lot of time for all teams to sort out what they are, what they 
aren’t. For us, health will continue to be a concern, salary cap has to be 
managed as part of that with respect to what our exact approach will be 
when we get right down to those final days and weeks (close to the 
deadline). It’s impossible to say at this point.’’ 

Never mind another trade, the Golden Knights just want a chance to see 
their full team at some point this season. 

If they do, they feel this is their best shot yet. 
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Ovechkin Breaks Lehner’s Helmet On “The Hardest Shot I Have Ever 
Taken To The Head” 

 

Published 8 hours ago on January 24, 2022By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights, and Robin Lehner shutout the Washington 
Capitals Monday night and won 1-0. Lehner recorded 34 shots for his 
17th-career shutout. But one player that was a little frustrated with this 
was Capitals captain and Stanley Cup Champion Alex Ovechkin. After 
all, Ovechkin’s seven-game point streak was snapped. 

In the second period on an extended five-on-three powerplay for the 
Capitals, Ovechkin ripped a shot that hit Lehner directly in the face. 
Lehner stated that the shot hit him so hard that he felt it in his cheekbone 
and the goaltender stopped play to look at his mask. Shockingly, the shot 
had broken the cage of his mask and he went to the bench to put on his 
mask from last season as a backup. 

“It was probably the hardest shot I have ever taken to the head. It was a 
little scary, as I felt the cage bend… He broke my cage. It was a little 
scary. You felt the cage kind of bent in to the cheekbone a little bit. I was 
lucky it wasn’t a little bit harder,” said Lehner. 

At the 2018 NHL All-Star Skill Competition, Alex Ovechkin’s slap shot 
clocked in at 101.3 miles per hour, which was the fastest since Sergei 
Fedorov in 2002. For comparison sake that is about four-fifths the speed 
of a skydiver diving belly-to-Earth (thanks random facts website). 

Thankfully we will never have to know just how horrific the injury could 
have been for Lehner had the mask completely broken. Makes you stop 
and think about just how crazy goalies were before 1959 as they didn’t 
wear a mask! 

Lehner will likely get the night off Tuesday as the Golden Knights travel 
to Raleigh to take on the Carolina Hurricanes. Laurent Brossoit, who just 
came off of an injury will likely get the start for the Golden Knights. 
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Lehner Stops 34 For His First Shutout Of The Season, Golden Knights 
Win 1-0 

 

Published 8 hours ago on January 24, 2022By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (25-15-2) started off their four-game road trip 
Monday night with a strong win against the Washington Capitals (23-11-
9). Robin Lehner stopped 34 of 34 shots for his 17th career shutout and 
first shutout of the season. Michael Amadio scored the only goal for the 
Golden Knights. And the Golden Knights without Mark Stone, Max 
Pacioretty, Alec Martinez, Reilly, Smith, and Jack Eichel defeated one of 
the top teams in the east. 

In terms of lineup changes, Smith entered COVID-19 protocols Monday 
morning and Jonas Rondbjerg came into the lineup as a result. Nicolas 
Hague returned after missing the last eight games with a wrist injury. 
Laurent Brossoit also returned and backed up Lehner. Brossoit will likely 
get the start Tuesday against the Hurricanes. 

This game also marked the return of Chandler Stephenson to 
Washington DC for the first time since he was traded to the Golden 
Knights in December of 2019. As only the seventh regular-season game 
between the two clubs, the Stephenson finally was able to return to 
Capital One Arena. The 2018 Stanley Cup Champion received a video 
tribute during the second TV timeout. 

Overall this was a tight game between two solid teams. Both teams were 
skating well and playing a playoff-like style of game. There was little ice 
to work with. Both teams’ powerplays struggled with the Capitals going 
0/5 and the Golden Knights going 0/4.  

Lehner had a tremendous game for the Golden Knights. His first big save 
of the night came of Nic Dowd after defenseman Alex Pietrangelo blew a 
tire. 

Another player who impressed Monday night was Evgenii Dadonov. 
Playing on the first line in the absence of both Pacioretty and Stone, 
Dadonov had a solid game offensively. His forechecking game and 
offensive instincts were on display against the Capitals though he was 
unable to make the scoresheet. 

In the early stages of the second period, the Capitals had a rush of solid 
chances. Aliaksei Protas was left alone in the slot but Lehner came up 
strong. Lars Eller also rang a shot from the right circle off the post.  

But it would be the Golden Knights who would strike first after a solid play 
from the team’s fourth line. Formed last game, the line of Nolan Patrick, 
Michael Amadio, and Brett Howden has impressed with their cycling and 
offense. 

This line scored the first goal of the game Monday night with Amadio 
getting the tally on Howden’s rebound. Hague, a defenseman started the 
play with a solid forecheck. 

The Golden Knights were then tested defensively as Dadonov went off 
for interference and Brayden McNabb for a delay of game. The Capitals 
had one minute and 57 seconds to work with on a five-on-three 
advantage. But big saves from Lehner shut the Capitals down and the 
Golden Knights killed off the powerplay. 

In the third, the Golden Knights stuck with their defensive game first. 
They did not register a shot in the period until Dadonov got one after 
twelve minutes transpired. 

The Golden Knights closed out the game with a solid defensive effort, led 
by Lehner as the Capitals pulled goaltender Vitek Vanecek. With this 
shutout, Alex Ovechkin’s seven-game point streak has been broken. 

An overall solid defensive win for the Golden Knights has them on the 
right footing as they travel to North Carolina tonight. The Golden Knights 
play the Carolina Hurricanes Tuesday night at 4:00 pm PST. 

Vegas Hockey Now’s Player of the Game: Robin Lehner. 

Easy choice here. With the mediocre season that Lehner has been 
having, this was a huge confidence boost for both Lehner and the Golden 
Knights. He looked calm and collected, had solid rebound control, and 
had an added bit of luck, all of which are things both the Golden Knights 
and Lehner need moving forward. 
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WATCH: Chandler Stephenson Gets Tribute In Return To DC 

 

Published 10 hours ago on January 24, 2022By Owen Krepps  

 

In his long-overdue return to Capital One Arena, Vegas Golden Knights 
forward Chandler Stephenson was honored Monday night by his former 
team in the Washington Capitals. He received a video tribute and 
standing ovation from fans during the second TV timeout of the first 
period. Stephenson made his return to Washington DC for the first time 
since being traded to the Golden Knights in December of 2019. 

He spent five years in the Capitals organization as a bottom-six forward 
before he truly emerged as an elite player in Vegas. In the 2017-18 
season, Stephenson became an NHL regular and was on the Capitals 
roster as they won the Stanley Cup in 2018. Whichever team they beat in 
the Stanley Cup Finals that year is beside the point. 

Shoutout to Washington Hockey Now’s Sammi Sibler for nabbing the 
video! 

Stephenson gets a tribute in his return to Capital One Arena. Won the 
Cup with the #ALLCAPS in 2018. pic.twitter.com/Oyn42AYtID 

— Sammi Silber (@sammi_silber) January 25, 2022 

Stephenson was traded to the Golden Knights in mid-December of 2019 
for a fifth-round pick. Then Golden Knights general manager George 
McPhee originally drafted Stephenson back in 2012, and clearly saw his 
potential. In 132 games played with the Golden Knights Stephenson has 
34 goals, 61 assists, and 95 points. He currently leads the Golden 
Knights in scoring this season with 38 points in 40 games. 

The Golden Knights are Capitals are currently tied in the first intermission 
of Monday night’s game. Stephenson has scored the first goal in both of 
the Golden Knight’s last two games. 
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Golden Knights Gameday #42: Chandler’s Return: Lines, Notes, vs 
Capitals 

 

Published 17 hours ago on January 24, 2022By Owen Krepps  

 

The Vegas Golden Knights (24-15-2) start their four-game road trip 
Monday night as they take on the Washington Capitals (23-10-9). It’s 
game one of the four-game eastern road trip so that means three-hour 
earlier games! See you all at 4 pm. 

Chandler Stephenson will make his glorious return to Capital One Arena 
for the first time since being traded to the Golden Knights. Stephenson 
was traded to the Golden Knights in December of 2019 for a fifth-round 
pick and has since become a borderline superstar for the Golden 
Knights. He leads the team in points with 38 points in 40 games. 

Both teams could also welcome back a substantial amount of players to 
their lineup as they come off both injured reserve and COVID-19 
protocols. For the Golden Knights all of Laurent Brossoit, Max Pacioretty, 
Alec Martinez, Nicolas Hague, and Zach Whitecloud could return. I don’t 

expect Pacioretty to be ready just yet, but from the looks of practices, 
everyone else is fair game. 

The Capitals, who have just recently welcomed back Nicklas Backstrom, 
will also be getting back John Carlson from COVID-19 protocols and 
Dmitry Orlov from his two-game suspension. This year’s Capitals team is 
once again a strong one as they sit third in the Metropolitan Division 
Standings. Alex Ovechkin unsurprisingly leads the team in scoring with 
58 points in 42 games. 

This is also game one of a back-to-back for the Golden Knights as they 
play the Carolina Hurricanes Tuesday. Robin Lehner is expected to start 
tonight meaning we could see Brossoit or Logan Thompson tomorrow. 
Vitek Vanecek will start his fourth-straight game for the Capitals. 

KEYS TO THE GAME 

Show The Caps They Made A Huge Mistake In Trading Stephenson 

Chandler Stephenson has played 132 games since he last stepped foot 
at Capital One Arena. Due to reorganized divisions, COVID-19, and 
simply the fact that the Golden Knights and Capitals play in two separate 
divisions in two separate conferences, Stephenson is finally making his 
return three calendar years later. 

“It just kind of feels a little different. It has been a while. I think that is 
what feels so different about it is that it has been so long. It is good to 
see some of the training staff at the rink today, some familiar faces, and 
catch up,” said Stephenson. 

Despite the fact that Stephenson has a Stanley Cup from his time in 
Washington, his time with the Golden Knights has been much more 
successful. He has 95 points in 132 career games with the Golden 
Knights which accounts for about a sixty-point pace over an 82-game 
schedule. He has scored the first goal in both of the VGK’s last games 
and he will look to do the same against his former team Monday night. 

Utilize Returning Players 

We won’t know until warmups Peter DeBoer’s exact line combinations for 
the Golden Knigts. But what we do know is that all of Brossoit, Pacioretty, 
Martinez, Hague, and Whitecloud could return. If the Golden Knights are 
able to get back some of these players this will serve as a great boost to 
the team overall. 

Defensively speaking, adding Hague and Martinez would allow the 
Golden Knights top-four defenseman to reforge and the left side of the 
defense to become fully healthy. The Golden Knights overall are first in 
the league in blocking shots. Adding Martinez, Hague, and Whitecloud 
would only make things even better. 

QUOTE 

Ovechkin! 

Guard him. There- that’s my key to the game. 

In all seriousness, it always amazes me how defenses in the NHL 
continue to leave Alex Ovechkin, who very well could become the NHL’s 
all-time leading scorer, wide open to fire his patented slap shot from the 
left circle. What also surprises me is that the Capitals’ powerplay has 
struggled as of late and they are tied for 30th in the league. 

Still, it can not be empathized more on how important playing solid 
defense against Ovechkin and the Capitals can be. IF the Golden 
Knights do get back Whitecloud, Martinez, and Hague, this would be a 
perfect game for a return. 

Projected Vegas Golden Knights Line Combinations 

Offense 

William Carrier- Chandler Stephenson- Evgenii Dadonov 

Mattias Janmark- William Karlsson– Jonathan Marchessault 

Jonas Rondbjerg- Nicolas Roy- Keegan Kolesar 
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Brett Howden- Nolan Patrick- Michael Amadio 

Defense 

Nicolas Hague- Alex Pietrangelo 

Brayden McNabb- Shea Theodore 

Ben Hutton- Dylan Coghlan 

Goalie 

Robin Lehner/Laurent Brossoit 

Vegas Golden Knights Special Teams 

21.90% Powerplay (12th) and 77.48% Penalty Kill (22nd) 

PP1: Roy, Karlsson, Janmark, Marchessault, Theodore 

PP2: Stephenson, Dadonov, Patrick, Coghlan, Pietrangelo 

PK1: Karlsson, Kolesar, McNabb, Pietrangelo 

PK2: Stephenson, Janmark, Hutton, Hague 

Injured Reserve/COVID-19 Protocols/Scratches/Taxi Squad 

Jack Eichel (neck), Max Pacioretty (wrist), Alec Martinez (face), Zach 
Whitecloud (back), Mark Stone (COVID), Reilly Smith (COVID), Jake 
Leschyshyn (scratched), Daniil Miromanov (scratched) 

Projected Washington Capitals Line Combinations 

Offense 

Alex Ovechkin- Nicklas Backstrom- Conor Sheary 

Connor McMichael- Evgeny Kuznetsov- Tom Wilson 

Aliaksei Protas- Lars Eller- Brett Leason 

Carl Hagelin- Nic Dowd- Garnet Hathaway 

Defense 

Martin Fehervary- John Carlson 

Dmitry Orlov- Justin Schultz 

Michael Kempny-Trevor van Riemsdyk 

Goalie 

Vitek Vanecek/Ilya Samsonov 

Washington Capitals Special Teams 

14.75% Powerplay (T-30th) and 80% Penalty Kill (15th) 

PP1- Wilson, Kuznetsov, Backstrom, Ovechkin, Schultz 

PP2- Sheary, Protas, Eller, Ovechkin, Fehervary 

PK1- Dowd, Hagelin, Fehevary, van Riemsdyk 

PK2- Eller, Wilson, Kempny, Irwin 

Injured Reserve/COVID-19 Protocols/Scratches 

Anthony Mantha, TJ Oshie, Nick Jensen 

How to Watch/Listen 

4:00 pm on NHL Network and Fox Sports 98.9 FM Radio 
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Trent Mann and the Senators' scouting staff getting used to the new 
normal 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Jan 24, 2022  •  10 hours ago  •  4 minute read  •    

 

Rinks are still empty in some places but scouting this season is nearly 
normal or maybe in this case as normal as it can be these days. 

The Ottawa Senators’ scouting staff will gather this Friday in the bowels 
of the Canadian Tire Centre and then spend the weekend putting 
together their mid-season ranks for this summer’s NHL draft. 

Chief scout Trent Mann and the club’s staff will be joined by general 
manager Pierre Dorion, assistant Peter MacTavish and senior VP Pierre 
McGuire to put together a list of where they want to focus in the second 
half of the season. 

Making judgements last year was difficult and this season trying to get a 
handle is also challenging. Kids in the OHL missed a year completely 
and now they’re playing in front of no fans, the QMJHL is shut down 
completely right now while the WHL has capacity limits. 

“It’s better opportunities than it was last year but it’s still not the same,” 
Mann said Saturday while on a scouting trip in Michigan. “I go into a 
game the other day, and I’m watching Hamilton play Kingston, and 
they’re two of the top teams in their conference and there’s no fans to 
feed off. 

“Sports are an environment. It’s not just the game itself, it’s all of the 
pieces around it that make it the game it’s and unfortunately they don’t 
get to experience that.” 

Players are trying to make up for lost time this season. In many cases  
not playing or having limited time on the ice sets them back or hurts their 
development. 

“Their whole year of hockey of being taken away last year had an impact 
on their growth. That’s just the reality of it,” Mann said. “The job is much 
more difficult because you’re maybe seeing a kid in the OHL who may 
have been an underage last year trying to get used to the league. 

“They would have had a chance to get through their growing pains or had 
better matchups. Now, they’re being forced to move it along maybe faster 
than some of them are ready to do. It’s a whole package of things, not 
just empty rinks, the different schedules and dealing with COVID-19, it’s 
just the whole two years that comes into play.” 

The good news is there are more in-person viewings than the club had 
going into last year’s draft. Like everybody else, the Senators are waiting 
to hear from the league if there will be an NHL Combine this spring. 

Last year, most of the interviews were conducted virtually and there 
wasn’t the rigorous fitness testing that takes place. Normally, it’s held in 
Buffalo, so there’s a chance to sit down one-on-one with players and it’s 
an important part of the evaluation process of the prospects. 

Already, though, teams are ahead of the game. 

“We have much better picture. Where does it go as far as the Combine 
and that face-to-face communication with the players? There’s a little bit 
of that but it has to be so well planned based on team’s schedule, where 
they’re at in COVID-19 protocol and there’s so many pieces,” Mann said. 

We’ve learned throughout the past two years that anything can change 
which means if a date is set for a Combine or prospects game that 
doesn’t necessarily mean it will happen. 

The IIHF world junior championship went ahead in Edmonton and Red 
Deer over the holidays only to be cancelled. Like everybody else in the 
world, scouts have to be ready to pivot. 

“You can’t really say, ‘Okay, this is going to happen’ because you’re not 
really sure it’s going to happen,” Mann said. “You have to work with Plan 
B, C and D at all times.” 
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The good news is the scouts are at least able to get back into rinks to 
see players and the club has been able do cross-overs to allow area 
scouts to head into other districts to see players. 

Mann has been to Europe this season and would like to get back there 
again, but there have been COVID-19 issues in Finland and Sweden that 
have caused postponements with those schedules. 

“At some point I’ll make my way back to Europe for sure,” Mann said. 
“Until that settles down, we’re hitting all the areas we can to make it work. 
We’re doing our cross-overs with Western Canada and Ontario right now. 
That way when Quebec is restarted, we’ll hit hard on that end of it. 

“We’re just trying to plan ahead. We’re finding a way and we’re getting it 
done. It’s the same for everyone but, unfortunately, you make a schedule 
for a week and it gets turned upside. I had January all planned and I 
don’t think it’s ended up being anything close to what it was originally 
supposed to be. 

“When you wake up in the morning you don’t know what you’re going to 
meet.” 

The Senators have shown at the draft table they have a good eye for 
talent and no challenge is too difficult to take on to get the right player for 
the organization. 
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It will be back to a grim reality for the Ottawa Senators Tuesday. 

Normally, the Senators would be excited about the prospect of starting a 
four-game home stand, but as they return to the Canadian Tire Centre 
Tuesday night to face the Buffalo Sabres there will be no fans, fake noise 
and next to no atmosphere in the building. 

Such is life these days and barring a change of heart by the Ontario 
government these measures will stay in place for the next 1 1 home 
games. Yes, the club can have 500 fans starting with Monday’s visit by 
the Edmonton Oilers, but the Senators aren’t even sure they’ll sell any 
seats. 

The costs associated with putting that number of people in an 18,652-
seat building may not make it worth it. The Senators could consider 
giving season ticket holders a chance to attend based on tenure but that 
may create a whole other set of complications so all that is in a holding 
pattern. 

Plus, with 500 people in a 600,000 square foot building it may as well be 
empty and that’s why the Senators are among several teams in Ontario 
trying to get the government to re-think these restrictions. 

The belief is the Toronto Maple Leafs, Ottawa Senators and NBA’s 
Toronto Raptors will take a collective $90 million hit to their revenues if 
these restrictions stay in place until Feb. 21. 

Senators’ owner Eugene Melnyk and Anthony LeBlanc, the club’s 
president of business operations, have both reached out to provincial 
officials. Melnyk has been in contact with Premier Doug Ford throughout 
this pandemic and the lines of communication remain open. 

While everybody understands this is a decision is being made for health 
and safety reasons, the indications are officials from Maple Leaf Sports 

and Entertainment are lobbying ministers in the Ontario caucus to see if 
there’s any chance the restrictions can be lifted. 

The indications are the government isn’t in a rush to help because there’s 
a large portion of employees who work part-time at events only. That’s 
accurate but some those people rely on the money to help supplement 
their income or more importantly make ends meet. 

The Senators have a 5-10-0 record at home this season and if the club 
wants to make some noise in the standings that has to improve. The 
Senators will play 11 of their next 14 games in Ottawa and nobody will be 
there to see it. 

That’s more than 25% of the club’s home games played with no fans and 
the club already dropped a 3-1 decision to the Sabres last Tuesday with 
zero people on hand. 

“It’s unfortunate,” coach D.J. Smith said after the club’s 3-2 victory over 
the Blue Jackets Sunday. “I just think we could get in a little groove here 
at home when you get the fans yelling. Any fans is exciting and it’d be 
nice to have ours. It’s an unfortunate situation. 

“We need our fans. It’s part of the atmosphere of coming to Ottawa. We 
want to make Ottawa a place, over the years, that you don’t want to 
come into. Our fans can jump on you with our play and when we score 
you can get the place jumping. With no fans, it makes it really tough.” 

This series of games is pivotal for the Senators. 

The club took three-of-six points on this road trip and has started playing 
better. What we need to see from the Senators now is consistency and it 
will be interesting to see who makes start against the Sabres after Anton 
Forsberg’s 35-save effort in Columbus. 

Smith could turn to either Forsberg or Matt Murray. and nobody would 
argue with either choice. The latter played well in the club’s 3-2 overtime 
loss to the Washington Capitals Saturday at Capital One Arena by 
stopping 30-of-33 shots. 

Smith had high praise for Forsberg after the win in Columbus. 

“He saw everything (Sunday),” said Smith. “He was a step ahead of 
everything. The goal that beat him was a double seamer. It’s a great 
feeling for your team when you’ve got a goalie that’s feeling it like that. 
You know he’s seeing it and you know he’s in a groove.” 

Another player in a groove that the fans would love the chance to see live 
is centre Tim Stuetzle. He showed incredible skill and patience scoring 
the winner against the Jackets Sunday in the second period. 

Stuetzle has six goals and 11 points in the club’s last 13 games. Smith 
made a change Sunday by moving Drake Batherson to play with Stuetzle 
and Alex Formenton in the second period, it’s a move that paid 
dividends. 

“He’s had good legs. I look forward to (seeing him play) down the stretch 
here,” Smith said. “I like that look of him, Formenton and Batherson. It’s a 
lot of speed and skill. It gives us some options. (Stuetzle) looks more and 
more dangerous every night.” 

The club did make a roster move Monday be sending defenceman Jacob 
Bernard-Docker, goalie Filip Gustavsson and forward Logan Shaw back 
to the club’s AHL affiliate in Belleville. The club is home now until 
Monday and doesn’t need to have a taxi squad on hand. 

Ottawa Sun LOADED: 01.25.2022 

1233621 Websites 
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When we released The Athletic’s NHL Player Tiers back in October, we 
knew that the reshuffling would start as soon as the first puck dropped. 

That’s the nature of such projects; player performance is a fluid thing. 
Expectations are exceeded. Expectations are missed. The gaps, in many 
cases, are really, really narrow. 

Now, at the midpoint of the 2021-22 season, it’s time to reassess. 

This isn’t a full-scale re-ranking. It’s more of a progress report. For every 
player who bullied their way onto the list, there’s one who dropped off. In 
some cases, good players got even better — and great players got even 
greater. 

Who made the biggest moves up (and down) the tiers? Who’s in? Who’s 
out entirely? This is our attempt at figuring all that out, based on relevant 
statistics and our own assessments. 

Too High 

Mitch Marner, RW, Toronto: Figuring out where to place Marner on the 
original list — we landed on 2A — was one of our tougher decisions. In 
his case, we rounded up. The talent, playmaking ability, solid two-way 
game and regular-season production ultimately outweighed the 
postseason flame-outs. We heard the “but the playoffs” arguments, 
particularly from scouts; we just didn’t agree with them enough to 
penalize him all that much. From 2018-19 to 2020-21, Marner’s 1.16 
points per game was 10th in the NHL. That’s a track record that deserved 
the benefit of the doubt. 

Now, though, things are a little different. It’s not that Marner has been 
bad — as we write this, he’s on a three-game goal streak. It’s that the 
production simply hasn’t been good enough to keep him on the charitable 
side of the 2A/2B divide. It gets tougher to justify a spot there for a winger 
who chased a playoff disaster with the worst start of his career, still isn’t 
scoring at a point-per-game pace and just came off a 100-game goalless 
streak on the power play. 

None of that makes Marner a bad player. None of it means that he’s 
stuck in 2B forever, or on the downside of anything, really. But when a 
player earns a spot based solely on regular-season play, and then the 
regular-season play dips, there’s not much of a choice to be made. Tier 2 
is reserved for franchise players. It’s a label that Marner, at this point, 
doesn’t deserve. Down he goes. 

Dougie Hamilton, D, New Jersey: We fought long and hard to keep 
Hamilton, an analytics darling, in the franchise defender category. But the 
early returns in New Jersey suggest NHL sources may have been onto 
something with their last line of questioning: Can he carry a top pairing 
on his own? The offensive touch has always been great, but his 
defending and risky play have always been a concern among scouts. 

We gave Hamilton the benefit of the doubt because his numbers were 
too excellent to ignore, especially when considering that his partners 
often struggled without him — and not the other way around. That belief 
was rewarded initially, but Hamilton began to struggle mightily around 
December. The splits are telling. Over the first two months of the season, 
Hamilton’s average Game Score was 1.00; he had 12 points in 17 
games; and he led the team’s defense with a 54 percent expected goals 
rate and 60 percent actual goals rate. Since, he’s scoring at a strong rate 
with eight points in 13 games, but his underlying numbers have been 
uncharacteristically horrific. His average Game Score over that stretch 
was minus-0.41, thanks to a team worst 44 percent expected goals rate 
and 29 percent actual goals rate. 

The Dougie we considered to be a franchise defender was who we saw 
through the first two months, but it’s impossible to ignore the 13 games 
that came after. Until he shows more consistency on his new team, he’s 
worthy of a downgrade closer to where many hockey insiders viewed his 
game. 

Elias Pettersson, C, Vancouver: Pettersson wasn’t quite at his best last 
season, but his talent was undeniable. A bounce-back season felt more 
than likely for the phenom, and he still looked worthy of franchise-player 
consideration, so we placed him in 2B. It’s much more difficult to justify 
that after his start to the season. The bigger question is whether he’s 
worthy of Tier 3. 

Pettersson has been better of late, but overall his season has been 
underwhelming with significant stretches where he’s struggled. He’s an 
extremely skilled player who can dazzle with his stick handling, 
playmaking and shot on a given shift. He’s shown struggles with his pace 
and skating — always somewhat of an issue in his game — and that has 
led to issues driving play at even-strength. That was a big strength of his 
over the prior two seasons, but it has evaporated this season. Pettersson 
has been right around 2.5 points-per-60 in each of the previous three 
seasons but is at just 0.9 this season, with half of his production coming 
on the power play. 

He still has the talent to be an excellent player who puts up a lot of points 
over his career, but it was probably too early to tab him as one of the 
premier forwards in the game. 

Mark Scheifele, C, Winnipeg: That Scheifele started out in Tier 3B was a 
courtesy to the scouts and executives who held his game in such high 
reverence. Even that designation was below where other outlets ranked 
Scheifele – putting him closer to a top 25 player in the league, which is 
franchise-player calibre. Tier 3B put him closer to top 35-50, but even 
that looks awfully generous now. Scheifele has been worth 0.4 wins this 
season according to GSVA, a mark that ranks 181st in the league 
amongst forwards. 

The thing with Scheifele over the past few years was his defense – he 
always gave a lot back the other way. That was easy to ignore for some 
people because of his production, but his slow start in that regard made 
his flaws much more noticeable. Scheifele is up to 28 points in 32 games, 
but his 3.36 expected goals allowed per 60 remains atrocious. It’s the 
third-worst mark in the league among forwards and he’s been so 
consistently porous over the last few years that it’s time to admit that he 
is what he is. And it’s not a top 50 player. 

Jakob Chychrun, LHD, Arizona: After a fantastic 2020-21, Chychrun’s 
star has fallen sharply. He still plays a lot of minutes for Arizona, but his 
all-around play has taken a step back as the talent around him 
disappeared. He’s still a good player, but it’s clear he needs help to carry 
a top pair, which makes it hard to justify his inclusion on this list 
altogether. We call this the “Provorov Principle.” 

Chychrun has been that bad this season, but he will likely fare fine if he’s 
traded to an environment where he’s not the go-to guy — and just a big, 
highly mobile defenseman who can move and shoot the puck. We got 
ahead of ourselves tabbing him as one of the top defensemen in the 
league. 

Jeff Petry, D, Montreal: Want an easy scapegoat for what the hell 
happened in Montreal this season? Look no further than Petry’s 
disastrous campaign. He looked like a legitimate top defenseman after 
last season, but with no Shea Weber around Petry had to be the go-to 
guy — and he crumbled. Petry has just four points in 33 games and is 
getting crushed at five-on-five on a regular basis. That’s not only not 
good enough for Tier 3, it’s too bad to be on this list at all. 

Honorable Mentions: Mathew Barzal, Shea Theodore, Patrick Kane, 
Sean Couturier, Alex Debrincat, Adam Pelech, Samuel Girard, John 
Klingberg 

Too Low 

Johnny Gaudreau, LW, Calgary: A quick copy-and-paste from the 
original: “Gaudreau needs to show that he’s not in decline.” He has, 
indeed, managed to do that. Decisively. Gaudreau is hovering around the 
100-point pace while putting up the best two-way numbers of his career, 
and he’s doing it all in a contract season. Johnny Hockey is about to get 
paaaaaid, whether it’s in Calgary or elsewhere. 
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Did we anticipate such a major bounce-back? Obviously not; if we did, 
we’d have placed him higher than 4A. Still, there were signs last season 
that something like this was at least possible, especially when he played 
with more productive linemates. Credit Darryl Sutter for getting Gaudreau 
away from Sean Monahan permanently. It’s a little easier to stack points 
with Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk, two other players who earned 
and kept spots on this list. 

These aren’t empty calories, though. Gaudreau isn’t a passenger; he’s a 
driver for one of the most productive lines in the NHL and the big thing is 
that he’s back to playing his game. His play in transition has been 
exceptional with one of the highest puck-carrying rates in the league. 

Gaudreau has been one of the best five-on-five players in the league, in 
terms of both production and impact, and he’s playing the strongest 200-
foot game of his career without sacrificing any of the playmaking that 
earned him his reputation in the first place. That first 99-point season 
wasn’t an accident. If he hits that mark again, the route he’ll have taken 
will be even more impressive. 

Has consistency been an issue over the course of his career? Sure, and 
he seems like a prime candidate to sign a contract that brings some real 
pain at the back end. Make no mistake, though: He’s never looked better, 
and the numbers have never backed him up more strongly. He’s not just 
a top-of-the-lineup guy. He’s an All-Star, yet again, and might wind up on 
the periphery of the Hart discussion. 

Aaron Ekblad, D, Florida: Ekblad generated some disagreement going 
into the season with arguments about him in both directions. He was 
starting to look like one of the game’s most complete defensemen worthy 
of the franchise tag, but it was tough to ignore that his primary partner, 
MacKenzie Weegar, performed just as well without him. 

After half a season, it’s become clear that Ekblad didn’t get enough credit 
from us as he’s putting up some Norris-calibre numbers. He’s top five in 
GSVA among defensemen this season. With Ekblad on the ice, Florida is 
putting up close to 60 percent of the expected and actual goals, with his 
impact being felt on both sides of the puck. He’s been a 200-foot 
monster, fully living up to the promise he showed as the top pick in 2014. 

Ekblad is a big, mobile, competitive right-shot defenseman who can 
move and shoot the puck and defend very well. He’s been a massive part 
of why Florida has been so successful the last two seasons. 

Alex Ovechkin, LW, Washington: Ovechkin was a player of notable 
debate in our preseason discussion. His underlying numbers weren’t 
strong and many inside the game felt he wasn’t much more than a great 
shot at this stage of his career. He’s a physical freak, but has seen his 
overall value steadily decline over the past few years. 

A continuation of that trend felt inevitable for the 36-year-old, but no such 
luck for the 31 other teams — Russian Machine Never Breaks. Not only 
is Ovechkin playing incredible enough hockey to warrant moving up, it’s 
by several magnitudes. The tiers were meant as a projection to show 
where we figured each player would land and Ovechkin was nowhere 
close to Tier 1. But that’s exactly how he’s played so far this season, 
arguably leading the entire field in the current Hart Trophy race. 

As of this writing, Ovechkin leads the NHL in goals, points and shots on 
goal — and yes, even GSVA, the very metric that had him rated so low 
prior to this season. By GSVA, Ovechkin’s 2.6 wins make him the 
league’s most valuable player so far, something that was very difficult to 
see coming. It’s clear we massively undervalued him. Ovechkin’s skating, 
skill, physicality and elite shot continue to make him a top forward in the 
NHL and one who seems to defy aging curves. 

Devon Toews, D, Colorado: Back in 2020 when the first edition of the 
Player Tiers came out, there were some analytics folks who said we 
needed to make room for Toews. He was solid with the Islanders and an 
analytics darling, but he wasn’t considered a bonafide top-pairing talent 
at that point. Deferring to NHL sources was a mistake in this regard. That 
mistake repeated itself before the 2021-22 season, when many wanted 

to see if Toews could repeat his strong 2020-21 performance. He did, 
and then some. 

It hasn’t just been the Makar show in Colorado — Toews has also been 
exceptional, giving Colorado two Norris-calibre defenders. Toews has 
kept up his incredible play-driving ability at five-on-five while also scoring 
31 points in 28 games, an amazing feat given his lack of time spent with 
the top power play. He’s the real deal, and it’s time to start giving him 
credit for it. 

The Hughes Brothers: Jack Hughes is a play-driving, point-per-game 
center as a 20 year old and did not make the list in the preseason. Quinn 
Hughes is top 10 among defensemen in scoring and is playing 25 
minutes a night and barely made it himself. Clearly both were too low. 
While they play different positions on different teams, both are dynamic 
skaters and playmakers who make an impact for their respective clubs 
despite lacking size. 

What makes Jack’s deserved inclusion here all the more impressive is 
that he’s only played 23 games, thanks to an early season shoulder 
injury. He dove back in and started producing like a top-line center. And a 
No. 1 pick. And a $64 million player. Not bad. 

As for Quinn, he’s got 12 points in 16 games under Bruce Boudreau, 
including seven on the power play. That’s a potentially very productive 
combination of coach and player, and it should be fun to watch over the 
next few years. 

Kirill Kaprizov, LW, Minnesota: One of the questions we asked ourselves 
before the season started was how high should Kaprizov be after just 55 
games. It feels likely that Tier 3A might not have been high enough for 
his immense talent as he’s shown in his sophomore season that he may 
legitimately be a franchise player. Kaprizov still only has 91 NHL games 
under his belt, but he’s scoring at a 107-point pace in his second season, 
which is more than enough to warrant consideration to move up a tier. 

Although, if that’s the case, there’s probably good reason to consider 
Jonathan Huberdeau moving up as well. He’s scoring at an even higher 
rate than Kaprizov. The “franchise player” gap is a very tough bridge to 
cross, but two of the league’s most potent offensive stars have played up 
to that level this season so far. 

Cale Makar, RHD, Colorado: We wanted to reserve this column for guys 
who were way too high or way too low. Makar started out in 1B in our 
rankings, but now deserves 1A consideration. It’s not a big change, but 
it’s meaningful. That’d mean discussing his name in the same breath as 
the superstars like Connor McDavid, Auston Matthews and his teammate 
Nathan MacKinnon. He’s shown he belongs with those guys, or at the 
very least comfortably ahead of the other guys in Tier 1B. Makar has 
been a transcendent force this season, a generational defenseman who’s 
changing the way the position is played. 

Makar’s tremendous skating, puck skills, vision and scoring ability have 
made him a human highlight reel, putting him in the rarefied air of 
defensemen who could legitimately be considered for the Hart Trophy. 
And maybe even in the discussion as the best player in the NHL. 

Shooters: We sold a group of goal-scorers a little short. All of them were 
at 4A or lower, and all of them deserve a bump. 

It’s funny seeing Kyle Connor pop up with the “he is what he is” 
designation. We weren’t wrong — Connor’s five-on-five underlying 
numbers still aren’t great — but he clearly had more room to grow into 
his role as Phil Kessel 2.0. Jake Guentzel has removed all doubts over 
whether he’s a star in his own right; he’s been the Penguins’ most 
valuable player based on GSVA. Chris Kreider didn’t make the initial list, 
then went out and had himself the hottest start of his career; his 14 
power-play goals lead the league and have helped the Rangers outrun 
their terrible numbers at even strength. When Max Pacioretty is healthy, 
he’s undeniable. 

The guy worth singling out even more? Steven Stamkos. We wondered 
whether this was the season he transitioned into the “complementary 
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star/power-play weapon phase of his career.” That — 52 points in 42 
games — has certainly not been the case. 

Honorable Mentions: Sebastian Aho, Roman Josi, William Nylander, Kris 
Letang, Morgan Rielly, Jason Robertson, Dylan Larkin, Filip Forsberg, 
Elias Lindholm 

On the list 

Rookies: We thought highly of Trevor Zegras, Moritz Seider and Lucas 
Raymond coming into the season, but not enough to include them as top 
100 players. Not without any NHL experience, save for a few games for 
Zegras. It takes a very special prospect to be in that conversation, but it’s 
clear now all three are worthy of it going forward. 

Zegras, Raymond and Seider have played big roles on teams that have 
outperformed their preseason projections with Raymond doing so as a 
19-year-old. Seider especially looks like one of the top all-around 
defensemen in the league currently. Zegras and Raymond may have 
some physical maturing left to do, but their pure skill and playmaking 
ability could have them moving into the league’s upper echelon in their 
prime. 

Timo Meier, LW, San Jose: Meier wasn’t even on our radar before the 
season started after back-to-back disappointing campaigns. He looked 
like a future star back in 2018-19, and it’s taken him some time to build 
off that season, but Meier has finally arrived with a stunning 2021-22 
performance. He’s been one of the league’s most valuable players, 
period, which is a shock for a player who was off the list entirely before 
the season started. His skating, skill, compete and scoring ability are all 
high-end. With 46 points in 37 games and elite play-driving numbers, 
there’s little doubt Meier will be off the list again next season. 

Nazem Kadri, C, Colorado: There isn’t a single soul who saw this coming 
from Kadri. His career high pace is 75 points in a shortened season back 
in 2012-13. That was 10 seasons ago, and since he’s steadily scored at 
a 40-to-60 point rate. That’s who he was, and he confirmed that over his 
last two seasons with Colorado, scoring at a 52-point pace. It’s not often 
players shatter previous career highs at age 31, but Kadri looks on pace 
to do just that scoring 51 points in his first 36 games this season. He’s 
been absolutely ridiculous on a nightly basis, finally putting together all 
that skill he’s flashed before into a consistently complete package. It’s 
unlikely this is repeatable, but it’s a strong enough showing to make him 
more than worthy of inclusion among the NHL’s top 100 players. 

Troy Terry, F, Anaheim: His star turn has been one of the most pleasant 
surprises of the season. Like Kadri and Meier, Terry wasn’t on our radar 
when we made the original list. Really, though, can you blame us? His 
career high in goals was … seven. Now he’s working at a 40-goal pace. 
He seems like a player who made the leap in his age-24 season, and 
that All-Star spot is well-earned. It wouldn’t be wise to assume he 
maintains a shooting percentage of 24.4, but he’s been more than good 
enough to earn some credit here. Terry’s game is full of skill and 
creativity, it’s why he was so good in college and the AHL. It took him 
some time to get going in the NHL but between him, Zegras and Sonny 
Milano, that Anaheim forward group got interesting in a hurry. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov, C, Washington: There’s no better way to bounce 
back from two miserable seasons than starting out as the trigger-man for 
Alex Ovechkin, and Kuznetsov cashed in. That contract looks a lot more 
palatable now that he’s back as a point-per-game guy. Now, are 39 great 
games enough to assuage all doubts? Of course not; his name popped 
up in trade rumors for a reason. Ultimately, though, he’s a major talent 
who’s producing at the best rate of his career. His linemates are worth 
tracking, now that Nicklas Backstrom is getting some of those prime 
Ovechkin minutes. 

Former Norris winners: Back in early August, The Athletic released its 
annual 10 worst NHL contracts article. No. 1: Drew Doughty. No. 2: Erik 
Karlsson. With the way both had been trending over the past couple of 
seasons, it was difficult to justify their exorbitant cap hits — neither was 
coming close to living up their salary. All that has changed this season, 

as both look much closer to the players they used to be: the players who 
commanded such high salaries in the first place. 

Neither will win the Norris Trophy this season — that’s likely reserved for 
Makar — but both have put up elite numbers and helped carry their 
respective teams back to relevancy. The talent was always there, but 
motivation (Doughty) and health (Karlsson) had stymied their 
performance over the last couple of seasons. They’re back now, more 
than deserving of inclusion among the NHL’s best 100 players again, and 
the league is a better place for it. 

Pavel Buchnevich, LW, St. Louis: The offseason trade that landed 
Buchnevich with the Blues (and Sammy Blais with the Rangers) always 
looked a little lopsided. Maybe more than a little, given Buchnevich’s 
potential. The early returns, though, are even more one-sided than 
expected. Blais is hurt, and Buchnevich (15 goals, 21 assists) is showing 
just how under-utilized and underappreciated he was in New York. He’s 
also had a positive impact defensively, in case you’re a St. Louis fan who 
wants to twist the knife a bit more. Maybe that second-round pick will turn 
into something nice. You never know. 

Worthy forwards: There’s one more spot and a ton of forwards excelling 
this season to choose from. Matt Duchene is having a resurgent season; 
Ryan Hartman has been a welcome surprise next to Kaprizov; Bryan 
Rust — like Guentzel — is proving he’s more than just a Sidney Crosby 
byproduct; Anthony Duclair is nearing a point-per-game pace; Tyler 
Bertuzzi is above it as Detroit’s most potent offensive forward; and 
Jordan Kyrou has become a go-to scorer on a stacked Blues offense. 

Six guys, all worthy, and if we looked hard enough for some other guys to 
take off the initial list it might not be all that difficult to find room for more. 
They’re honorable mentions though, for now, as the guy rising a bit 
above the rest for now is Drake Batherson, who’s making a name for 
himself in Ottawa. He has 33 points in 30 games and has been one of 
the team’s better play-drivers. He looks legit. 

Off the list 

Golden oldies: The Stars were anticipating some sort of bounce-back for 
Tyler Seguin, and so were we. Six points in his last three games is 
nothing to sniff at, but it still puts him at 19 on the season. That’s not 
enough to make him stick. Nicklas Backstrom hit the ground running after 
his return from hip surgery, but his case was borderline to begin with, and 
someone needs to go if we’re making space for the risers. We feel for 
Mark Giordano, whose clock is ticking on a bad expansion team, and 
he’s been fine — but he’s no longer one of the 100 best players in the 
league. Jake Muzzin is still effective enough, but this season has 
strengthened the argument that, at 32, his downward tick is more than a 
blip. 

Bounced by bad teams: Petry isn’t the only Canadien to sink like a stone. 
Brendan Gallagher is on pace to have the worst season of his career. 
Nick Suzuki leads Montreal in points, but … someone has to do it. 
Nobody is closing the book on them as players, but it’s tough — as fringe 
players on the original list — to perform that badly and stick around. 
(Phillip Danault, it’s worth saying, is having himself quite the season in 
Los Angeles.) 

Claude Giroux stays put, but three of his Flyers teammates got the boot. 
Ryan Ellis has barely played, Ivan Provorov needs too much help for a 
top-100 player and Travis Konecny is now almost two years out from his 
2019-20 breakout without building upon it. 

Who's in, who's out? 

ADDITIONS SUBTRACTIONS 

Drake Batherson, Senators 

Nicklas Backstrom, Capitals 

Pavel Buchnevich, Blues 

Jacob Chychrun, Coyotes 
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Drew Doughty, Kings 

Ryan Ellis, Flyers 

Nazem Kadri, Avalanche 

Brendan Gallagher, Canadiens 

Chris Kreider, Rangers 

Mark Giordano, Kraken 

Evgeny Kuznetsov, Capitals 

Travis Konecny, Flyers 

Timo Meier, Sharks 

Jake Muzzin, Maple Leafs 

Lucas Raymond, Red Wings 

Jeff Petry, Canadiens 

Moritz Seider, Red Wings 

Ivan Provorov, Flyers 

Troy Terry, Ducks 

Tyler Seguin, Stars 

Trevor Zegras, Ducks 

Nick Suzuki, Canadiens 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: What’s the best 6-man lineup you can 
make out of players with the exact same cap hit? 

 

By Sean McIndoe Jan 25, 2022  

 

This space has turned into salary cap central over the last little while, as 
we worked through my previous cap-related predictions and then put 
some potentially bad contracts on trial. That wasn’t intentional, since that 
would imply that I do any kind of long-term planning. But sometimes 
these sort of themes just pop up, and you just have to go with them. 

So today, we’re finally going to tackle a question that lots of you have 
sent in over the years: What’s the best six-man lineup you can make out 
of players who all had the same cap hit? 

This is exactly the sort of question we love around here, because it’s 
dead simple and also harder than you think. For example, right off the bat 
we know we can’t use a lot of really good players. Connor McDavid’s 
$12.5 million hit can’t help us because nobody else is that high. A $10.5 
million hit gives us a solid start with Carey Price, Jonathan Toews and 
Patrick Kane, but then we run out of options. And some guys have 
completely unique AAVs, meaning we have no use for Auston Matthews 
at $11,640,250, Artemi Panarin at $11,642,857, or Alexander Ovechkin’s 
old $9,538,462. 

Still, we should be able to find some solid combinations. But first, a few 
ground rules: 

First and foremost, the same cap hit means what it says: The exact same 
AAV, down to the dollar and cents. Close enough is not close enough. 

We’re looking for a goalie, two defensemen and three forwards, but we’re 
not otherwise getting hung up on position here. 

We’re not using ELCs or league minimum deals here because that would 
(literally) be cheap. We’re also not looking at retained salary, buyouts, or 
any bonuses that rolled over into the following season. 

This part is important, so watch me break out the italics: We can use any 
contract a player has had during the cap era, but our team only gets 
credit for the best of what he did during those seasons. If we want to put 
Joe Thornton on Team $5,000,000 we can, but that means we only get 
his one 2018-19 season in San Jose, not his entire body of work. 

Finally, one quasi-exception to that last rule: We’ll allow extensions that 
have been signed but haven’t kicked in yet. That will involve making 
some assumptions about aging curves and productivity down the road, 
but that should be fine because when has a hockey writer ever been 
wrong about the future? 

Let’s do this. (As always, thanks to the invaluable Cap Friendly for all 
salary-related info.) 

Before we start listing teams, let’s huddle up for some strategy. I can see 
two paths forward: Either we go with nice round numbers that will 
probably have more players to choose from, or we pick a well-known 
bargain contract and see if we can build a team around that. 

Let’s start with the second option. Arguably the single best contract of the 
cap era is Nathan MacKinnon’s current one, with MVP-level play in 
exchange for a $6.3 million hit. That’s a great start, and gets even better 
when we realize we can put him on a line with Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews in their early-20s. But that’s about as far as we can go, 
as Cam Ward is the only other player to have a cap hit of exactly $6.3 
million. We can’t make a team here. 

We run into a similar problem if we try to build off two current Florida 
Panther bargains in Jonathan Huberdeau and Aleksander Barkov, both 
at $5.9 million. We can give them William Karlsson to play with, and have 
a few goaltending options with long-ago deals to Kari Lehtonen and 
Semyon Varlamov, which are enticing, and current-day Philipp Grubauer, 
which is not. But again, there are no defensemen to pick from, although 
Nate Schmidt’s current $5.95 million is close. 

I also can’t find enough teammates for Brad Marchand’s $6.125 million 
hit (which only offers us Mark Scheifele), Shea Theodore’s $5.2 million 
(just Sam Reinhart), or Leon Draisaitl’s $8.5 million (which gets us a 
great forward line with Steven Stamkos and Mika Zibanejad’s upcoming 
extension and has in-his-prime Henrik Lundqvist in goal, but no blue 
line). It gets especially frustrating if you try to build a team around David 
Pastrnak’s $6,666,667 hit, only to realize that elite seasons from guys 
like Thornton, Ilya Kovalchuk and Dan Boyle came at a price of 
$6,666,666. You just had to squeeze that one extra dollar, didn’t you 
David. 

OK, so the “build around a bargain” strategy doesn’t seem to be working. 
For now, let’s go with the round numbers that we know will at least give 
us enough players to work with. 

Team $5,000,000 

This number is low enough that we won’t find many elite options from 
current contracts, although we can grab Jonathan Marchessault as well 
as the pre-extension deals for Morgan Rielly, Ryan Pulock and Zach 
Werenski. Up front, we could also look at two Avalanche contracts from 
the past: two years of Ryan O’Reilly’s offer sheet, and Peter Forsberg for 
one of his comeback attempts. Instead, I’m going to take Marchessault 
and then grab a 40-goal season from Jeff Carter, plus some Selke-
winning defense from a young Patrice Bergeron. 

On the blue line, I’ll take Rielly from today’s group and pair him with 
Sergei Gonchar’s first few years in Pittsburgh. And I’ve got lots to choose 
from in goal, where I could have today’s Juuse Saros, Thatcher Demko 
or Robin Lehner, or a Cup-winning Marc-Andre Fleury from the Penguin 
days. But there’s an easy call here, as I can take Tim Thomas during his 
Bruins’ peak when he was the best goalie in the league. 
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Forwards: Patrice Bergeron (2011-2014), Jeff Carter (2008-2011), 
Jonathan Marchessault (2018-2024) 

Defense: Sergei Gonchar (2005-2010), Morgan Rielly (2016-2022) 

Goalie: Tim Thomas (2006-2009) 

Not bad! But almost certainly not the best we can do. Let’s toss another 
million on the pile and see what that buys us. 

Team $6,000,000 

We have a few options in goal, including current deals to Jordan 
Binnington and Jacob Markstrom, but I’m going to reach back a bit and 
get a Cup-winning season out of Corey Crawford’s very underrated peak. 
Similarly, I could use current contracts for Rasmus Dahlin, Matt Dumba 
or (cough) Tyler Myers, but I’ll build my blue line around Brian Rafalski’s 
four years in Detroit and one veteran season of Scott Niedermayer in 
Anaheim. 

I’ve got more options to work with up front, including current deals for 
Timo Meier, Taylor Hall and Jake Guentzel, as well as late-career deals 
to Hall of Famers Joe Sakic and Paul Kariya. (This is also the spot where 
I could load up on all those terrible contracts for UFA forwards from 2016, 
which I will not be doing.) Instead, I’ll start with a HHOF name who was in 
his prime and take Marian Hossa, thanks to that deal he signed with the 
Senators hours before they traded him. He’ll be playing with Artemi 
Panarin from his two brilliant years in Columbus. And I’ll circle back to 
Hall, but not his Boston deal; instead, I want his original Oilers extension 
that ended up covering an MVP year in New Jersey. 

Forwards: Marian Hossa (2005-2008), Artemi Panarin (2017-2019), 
Taylor Hall (2013-2020) 

Defense: Brian Rafalski (2007-2011), Scott Niedermayer (2009-10) 

Goalie: Corey Crawford (2014-2020) 

I think that team is better than Team $5,000,000, which makes sense 
because an extra million should go a long way. Let’s test that theory by 
bumping our price up again. 

Artemi Panarin in 2018-19. (Kim Klement / USA Today) 

Team $7,000,000 

We notice something right away, and it’s an issue that will continue to be 
a factor as we keep moving up the ladder: There aren’t many goalies 
who sign deals in this range. That means I only have three names to 
choose from in the $7 million club, although they’re all pretty good. In 
fact, I have three Vezina winners to choose from, thanks to Fleury in 
Vegas, Tuukka Rask in Boston, and Pekka Rinne in Nashville. 

So, I’ll be fine for this team. But there are only five goalies who’ve ever 
signed deals for more than $7 million, and two of them are Sergei 
Bobrovsky. We don’t have enough teammates to build around Carey 
Price at $10.5 million or Henrik Lundqvist at $8.5 million, so with one 
exception that we’ll get to in a minute, this is basically as high as we’re 
going to be able to go. 

Can we make the best of it? No, we can not, thanks to a very weird 
discovery: Defensemen don’t sign $7 million contracts. Or at least, they 
don’t sign for exactly that amount. We have just three guys to choose 
from, and while one of them is a great pick — Drew Doughty’s first 
extension with the Kings — the other two are considered among the 
worst contracts of the cap era. Dion Phaneuf or Marc-Édouard Vlasic, 
who you got? Oof. 

We’re much better up front, where we can put one of the best 
playmakers ever with a 50-goal scorer, and then decide between splitting 
up the late-career Sedins or going with a current sniper. But I’m not sure 
that’s good enough to erase the sting from that blue line. 

Forwards: Jarome Iginla (2005-2008), Joe Thornton (2011-2014), Max 
Pacioretty (2019-2023) 

Defense: Drew Doughty (2011-2019), Dion Phaneuf (2014-2021) 

Goalie: Tuukka Rask (2013-2021) 

You know, when you see it laid out like that, this is still a good squad, 
even if with an obvious weak link. But we can do better… I think. Since 
we can’t go any higher with our nice round numbers, let’s work our way 
down to the next best thing by splitting the difference with some half-
million teams. 

Team $6,500,000 

Yep, here we go. 

Carey Price is literally our only option in goal, but we get his MVP year so 
we’re fine with that. Our blue line can use Erik Karlsson at the height of 
his powers, plus either Alex Pietrangelo’s prime in St. Louis or current 
Blues in Colton Parayko, Torey Krug or Justin Faulk. We’re off to a great 
start. 

Unfortunately, we’re weirdly limited up front, where we have just eight 
names to choose from, none of which are exactly elite stars. I’m going to 
start with current deals for Sam Reinhart, who’s been good this year, and 
Brendan Gallagher, who plays for Montreal. For my last spot, I’ll go with 
what might be a minor surprise: Danny Briere’s UFA deal with the Flyers, 
which is often viewed as a bad signing but at least delivered a few strong 
years from an underrated player. 

Forwards: Danny Briere (2007-2015), Sam Reinhart (2021-2024), 
Brendan Gallagher (2021-2027) 

Defense: Erik Karlsson (2012-2019), Alex Pietrangelo (2013-2020) 

Goalie: Carey Price (2012-2018) 

Man, that one started off great and then went off the rails. Let’s drop back 
down another million and see if we can find the sweet spot. 

Or … not. Yeah, it turns out the NHL has never had a goaltender with a 
$5.5 million cap hit. Not one. We’ve had $5.4 (Elvis Merzlikins), $5.66 
(Igor Shesterkin), $5.625 (Sergei Bobrovsky) and even $5.291 (Jimmy 
Howard), but never a nice $5.5 million on the nose. Does this mean 
something? Is it yet another case of goalies being huge weirdos who ruin 
everything? I’m not sure, but it means we can’t build a team out of guys 
like Mats Sundin, Patrik Elias, Bo Horvat and Parayko. 

What if we drop all the way down to $4.5 million? Let’s find out … 

Team $4,500,000 

The good news is we do have a decent goalie. A few, actually, including 
Darcy Kuemper’s Arizona years and current Freddie Andersen. But I 
can’t pass up a Hall of Famer, even an old one, so let’s go with Martin 
Brodeur’s reasonably OK last two years in New Jersey before he retired 
and never played again and certainly didn’t come back with a different 
team. 

Our blue line includes one legit stud in a pre-offer sheet Shea Weber, 
plus a few other options worth considering and also Nikita Zaitsev. Up 
front, we can start with one of the league’s best current contracts in 
Nazem Kadri, give him a 50-goal scorer on the wing in early Ottawa-era 
Dany Heatley, and round the line out with Brad Marchand’s cheap deal. 
No, his other cheap deal, the one before his current one, which still 
includes an 85-point season. 

Forwards: Nazem Kadri (2016-2022), Dany Heatley (2005-2008), Brad 
Marchand (2013-2017) 

Defense: Shea Weber (2008-2011), Tyson Barrie (2021-2024) 

Goalie: Martin Brodeur (2012-2014) 

Nudge the price tag down just a bit further, and we can get this … 

Team $4,250,000 
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This one’s a bit tricky, since even in the earliest days of the cap, $4.25 
million didn’t buy you much in the way of elite talent. But we can find a 
few solid bargains here — especially in goal, where we’ll only have one 
season to work with, but get it from one of the all-time greats. We have 
four solid choices up front, where Tyler Toffoli is the late cut, and the blue 
line is talented enough that we don’t need Vlasic’s pre-disaster contract. 

Forwards: James van Riemsdyk (2012-2018), Jakub Voracek (2012-
2016), Viktor Arvidsson (2017-2024) 

Defense: John Klingberg (2015-2022), Tomas Kaberle (2006-2011) 

Goalie: Henrik Lundqvist (2007-2008) 

That’s a solid team. It’s also about as cheap as I want to go on this, so 
let’s check in on a few other numbers that might work. Team $5,250,000 
looks feisty with an Art Ross-winning season from Jamie Benn, a blue 
line featuring Hampus Lindholm and the Bruins years from Krug, plus 
some all-star seasons from Martin St. Louis, but there’s no goalie. Team 
$6,400,000 gets off to an intriguing start with current Alex DeBrincat and 
John Gibson plus a young Kovalchuk before fading. Team $6,250,000 
could make Oiler fans sad by grouping free agent Ryan Smyth with 2005-
06 Chris Pronger, and we could put Ryan Miller in goal, but there isn’t 
quite enough there to work with. 

I did find another team that’s worth a mention … 

John Klingberg. (Darren Yamashita / USA Today) 

Team $6,750,000 

We can build this team around Brayden Point’s current deal, another of 
the league’s best values. He can play with Johnny Gaudreau, and 
another version of Thornton (this one from 2014, bumping out a veteran 
Joe Sakic). We can put Roberto Luongo’s pre-sucky contract in goal. And 
our blue line is fantastic, with a Norris year from Mark Giordano playing 
second fiddle to arguably the very best UFA deal ever signed by an NHL 
team. 

Forwards: Brayden Point (2019-2022), Joe Thornton (2014-2017), 
Johnny Gaudreau (2016-2022) 

Defense: Scott Niedermayer (2005-2009), Mark Giordano (2016-2022) 

Goalie: Roberto Luongo (2006-2010) 

That’s the best team we’ve seen so far, and feels like a worthy champion. 
But of course, there’s still one thread I left dangling up above that you 
might be wondering about. It’s that one high-priced goaltender that we 
said we could still build a team around, and it’s time to break him out and 
see what we can do with him … 

Team $9,500,000 

We’re into some pretty high altitude here, and in fact, there are only ten 
players in NHL history who’ve ever had a cap hit of exactly $9.5 million. 
But we can build a really good team out of them, thanks to an absolutely 
loaded forward group and our “future contracts are OK” rule opening the 
door to a few current blue line studs. 

Forwards: Nikita Kucherov (2019-2027), Alexander Ovechkin (2021-
2026), Mark Stone (2019-2027) 

Defense: Adam Fox (2022-2029), Charlie McAvoy (2022-2030) 

Goalie: Andrei Vasilevskiy (2020-2028) 

How stacked is this team? Our depth would include Seth Jones, Evgeni 
Malkin and Point. It would also include current Jamie Benn, but we never 
said we were perfect. This team is loaded, and is clearly the best of our 
bunch. 

It also turns out to be the highest possible cap hit you can currently build 
a team for. While there are 18 players with cap hits north of $9.5 million, 
there aren’t any other combinations that add up to a six-man roster, at 
least until we can get some defensemen on Team $10,000,000, McDavid 

isn’t all alone on Team $12,500,000, or we find anyone at all who can 
help Jeremy Welsh on Team What The Hell That Can’t Be Right. 

That might make this a somewhat unsatisfying ending, as the best team 
is also the most expensive one. Call it shades of the pre-cap Red Wings. 
Or maybe you just call it evidence that even when it comes to fictional 
roster-building time-wasters, you still get what you pay for. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.25.2022 

1233623 Websites 

 

The Athletic / Trustee in Evander Kane bankruptcy seeks to stop funding 
ex-NHL star’s defamation claim 

 

By Daniel Kaplan Jan 24, 2022  

 

The trustee overseeing embattled former San Jose Sharks forward 
Evander Kane’s Chapter 7 bankruptcy wants to pull the plug on funding 
his defamation countersuit against a woman who is suing him for assault. 

Rachel Kuechle sued Kane over an alleged 2015 incident in Buffalo, and 
the hockey player countersued. Kane filed for bankruptcy protection in 
2021, leaving the funding of his countersuit up to the discretion of the 
trustee. 

“The counterclaim asserts, among other things, claims against the 
plaintiff that statements made by her with regard to the Debtor (Kane) 
were false and defamatory, libel per se and slander per se,” the trustee, 
Fred Hjelmeset, wrote the bankruptcy court, seeking permission to 
abandon financing the countersuit. “The Debtor is seeking unspecified 
damages against the plaintiff arising out of the counterclaim. The Trustee 
has evaluated the counterclaim and has concluded that, while it may be a 
viable claim for the Debtor to pursue against the plaintiff, it is not a viable 
claim for the estate to pursue and has little or no economic value to the 
estate. In sum, the Trustee believes the counterclaim has no value to the 
estate.” 

Kane’s lawyer listed on the court docket, James Scime, did not reply for 
comment on whether the counterclaim would still be pursued. 

The details of the original complaint are well established. They outline 
how Kane met Kuechle on the evening of Dec. 26, 2015, at Encore 
Restaurant in Buffalo, where Kane played for the Sabres at the time. 
While there, he provided her with alcohol, according to the complaint. 
The complaint states that later that night, he invited her to the Buffalo 
Marriott Harbor Center “under the false pretext of attending a party at his 
hotel room.” 

“While in the hotel room, he inflicted a battery upon Kuechle,” the 
complaint read. “The physical battery was … violent and offensive in 
nature,” causing Kuechle to “suffer bodily injury including lacerations, 
extensive bleeding, requiring multiple surgeries, and blood transfusions 
and serious emotional trauma, all to her detriment.” 

Buffalo police investigated but no charges were brought, according to  

Published reports at the time. Kuechle filed a civil suit in July 2016. Kane 
countersued for defamation, but the court in 2018 partially dismissed it. 

Kuechle filed a $3 million claim in the bankruptcy. Her state lawsuit is 
seeking claims for battery, intentional infliction of emotional distress, 
negligent infliction of emotional distress and negligent injury. All those 
claims are stayed except for the last one, which is proceeding. 

Why would the trustee, whose job is to recoup as much as possible for 
creditors, want to cease the countersuit? 
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“Essentially, the trustee is saying that he doesn’t want to incur the cost 
(i.e. legal fees) to pursue these claims because he thinks they will lose,” 
said Schuyler Carroll, a bankruptcy attorney with Loeb & Loeb. 

Zev Shechtman, a bankruptcy attorney with Danning, Gill, Israel & 
Krasnoff, said if a trustee believes the cost of litigation outweighs the 
benefit, then they are not likely to pursue the claim. “The debtor may 
have reputational or other reasons not directly tied to the economics to 
pursue such claims that wouldn’t satisfy a business judgment,” he added. 

Kane signed a seven-year, $49 million contract in 2018 and established 
himself as a top star with the Sharks. But his off-ice behavior — from 
gambling, issues with his teammates, a highly contentious divorce and 
breaching COVID-19 protocols — finally sparked the Sharks to cut him 
earlier this month. 

The Kuechle case and companion defamation lawsuit have been 
lingering in upstate New York state court, delayed by COVID-19 and the 
Kane bankruptcy. Kane’s counter case seeks to overcome the privilege 
accorded allegations made in a lawsuit, meaning they are immune from 
slander, libel and defamation claims. 

Scime, at a 2018 hearing, said Kuechle’s allegation no more deserves 
privilege than if her lawyer “said that I was a child-molesting murderer in 
a pleading. … He would know that they’re not true, yet the damage that’s 
done in a public filing — and this is a case that is e-filed, Your Honor, 
there for anyone to see, there for the media to pick up. And though there 
was no, to my knowledge, extraneous contact with the media, the media 
did, in fact, pick it up, causing damage.” 

Kuechle’s lawyer, Samuel Capizzi, responded: “Miss Kuechle had every 
right to make an allegation and a series of allegations. Mr. Kane has 
every right to defend them, but he has no right to bring a claim for 
defamation. That’s never been recognized in this situation.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Castonguay achieves deeply personal goal by joining 
Canucks front office 

 

Iain MacIntyre January 24, 2022, 9:24 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- When Émilie Castonguay was a girl, her family had a 
cottage in Mont-Tremblant, about two hours northwest of their home in 
Montreal. 

She and her sisters would go skiing there. But the frigid winter 
temperatures in the Laurentians would often turn the snow to ice, and 
Émilie remembers sitting on the chairlift one morning with her older 
sister, Valerie, watching skiers clatter and crash on the crusty slopes 
below them. 

“We said, ‘You know, we need to go to Vancouver. That's where the big 
mountains are. We can have fresh snow all day,’” Émilie recalled 
Monday. “We always talked about Vancouver and how amazing it is.” 

A few years later, when Émilie came home for the summer before her 
fourth year at Niagara University, Valerie reminded her of their 
conversation. On a hockey scholarship at the college above Niagara 
Falls on the New York side of the border, Émilie had undergone shoulder 
surgery and figured the injury ended any chance of a playing career in 
women’s hockey. 

“I was lying in bed watching Friends re-runs and she came in and we had 
a conversation,” Émilie said. “I made a joke and she said: ‘Oh, I think 
we've known your career has been over for a long time in hockey.’ I was 
third-line winger in the NCAA... so obviously I wasn't going to have much 

of a career playing after college. But she said: ‘You're going to do your 
law degree like me. You're going to go to law school and then you're 
going to become GM for the Vancouver Canucks.’ 

“She passed away the next day. It was really the last conversation I ever 
had with her. Vancouver was where I scattered her ashes.” 

Valerie Castonguay went into hospital for what her sister says was a 
routine surgery and died on the operating table. She was 25, one year 
older than Émilie. Their younger sister is Alexandra. 

Émilie Castonguay did go to law school at the University of Montreal, 
passed her Quebec Bar exam and became a National Hockey League 
player agent. And on the “visions board” she kept at home, Castonguay 
wrote “38 Van” -- her goal to work in Vancouver by age 38. 

“I had put Vancouver on my vision board because I thought that's where I 
want to build my life,” she said. “I don't know how I'm going to get there. I 
had a business in the east... but I'd figure it out. It's just kind of strange 
how the universe makes things happen sometimes.” 

Hour 1 - Canucks Assistant GM Émilie Castonguay on joining the front 
office 

January 24 2022 

On Monday, the Canucks’ new president, Jim Rutherford, named 
Castonguay the organization’s first female assistant general manager. 
She turns 38 in about six weeks. 

“For Vancouver and Jim to call me, and have such a vision and a plan -- I 
love what I'm doing and I love being an agent -- but if this isn't a sign 
from (Valerie), I don't know what it is,” Castonguay told Sportsnet in an 
interview after her Zoom call with reporters. “It's a personal decision, but 
also a professional one, kind of mixed together. 

“I can tell you, when I saw Jim’s name pop up on my cell phone, I told 
myself: I have no players in Vancouver, so he's not calling me to talk 
about a player. And that's when it kind of dawned on me that maybe this 
was about bringing me on. And it definitely took me a second to compose 
myself at that moment.” 

The hiring of Castonguay is much bigger than the Canucks. With a client 
list that included former first-overall pick Alexis Lafrenière, ex-Canuck 
Antoine Roussel and Canadian national team captain Marie-Philip Poulin, 
she became in 2016 the first female agent certified by the NHL Players’ 
Association in Canada. Her role with the Canucks is ground-breaking for 
women in hockey. 

But several times during her virtual press conference, Castonguay 
emphasized that she has always viewed her journey in hockey in “non-
binary” terms. 

“I grew up playing hockey with the boys, same as them,” she said. “I 
watched hockey, same as them. I played with the boys when I was 
young, and then I played with the girls when I was older. 

“I never thought: Hey, you know, there's only men in this industry; I can't 
do this. I just put my head down and did the work. I think if you let gender 
get in your way or you let it intimidate you, that's when it will do that. And 
I never really let that happen to me and my journey. Doors open up, and 
if you can do the work, you're going to get the jobs. Hopefully this is the 
start of just more women getting jobs in sports and in hockey particularly. 
But for me, I just never let gender get in the way.” 

Later, she said: “I've always had such a good reception from everybody 
in the sport. It's important for women that want to be in the sport to know 
that. Sometimes you get intimidated, but you shouldn't. If you have the 
knowledge and you've done the work, there's a place for you here. And if 
it needs to start with me, then good.” 

Remaining Time -1:45 

Why Castonguay never really let gender get in the way of her hockey 
journey 
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Castonguay’s duties with the Canucks will include salary-cap 
management, player contracts and all issues related to the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement. Rutherford said her voice will be heard in all 
aspects of hockey operations, and that he hired Castonguay because 
she was the best candidate -- not because she is a woman. 

“I'm not just doing this to do this and then people are going to be happier 
or pacified or whatever,” Rutherford said. “It's because I believe in this. 
It's another voice from somebody that came up through the system in a 
different way. And I think the more voices we can have that's coming 
from a different place, the more beneficial it's going to be.” 

Last week, the Canucks hired Rachel Doerrie for their analytics 
department, and Rutherford told Sportsnet he has his eye on another 
candidate, who also happens to be female, for another position. 

Castonguay said the hardest part of taking the Canucks’ job was telling 
her player-clients she could no longer represent them. 

“When she called me the other day, she was crying because she couldn't 
represent me,” Roussel, traded to Arizona from Vancouver last summer, 
said Monday. “I'm like: ‘Are you kidding me? Like, it's a dream job, like 
everybody wanted. Dude, it's the best thing that can happen.’ 

“She'll do awesome. She's a great, great woman. She's the best. I think 
she'll have a tremendous career in the National Hockey League.” 

Asked if he thinks Castonguay will one day become the NHL’s first 
female general manager, Roussel said: “One hundred per cent. I think 
she'll be the one.” 

Remaining Time -1:35 

Castonguay reflects on emotional conversations with former clients 

If that’s the case, it may have to be with the Canucks. Castonguay said 
she wants to stay in Vancouver. 

“I've spent a lot of time in Whistler and Tofino, and Squamish is probably 
my favourite place,” she said. “Everything from Granville Island to 
Stanley Park, just everything, Vancouver is my place, where I feel at 
home the most in the world. It's crazy to say that, but I'm not even 
making it up. That's where I feel at home. 

“I plan on being there for a long time, for the rest of my life if I can. I'm 
taking this challenge very seriously. Failure is not an option here for us. 
We're going to do things the right way and with the right people, and 
players are going to feel like they want to be there. That's my goal.” 

Castonguay first visited Vancouver in 2009, the year after her sister died. 
She brought Valerie’s ashes as a way to fulfill the girls’ promise of going 
to Vancouver together. 

Émilie scattered the ashes on the shore as the sun was setting across 
the Pacific. 

“Vancouver is the place that I always wanted to be,” Castonguay said. 
“I've always felt my sister there. Every time I have a chance to go on 
vacation, that's where I go. I have a very personal relationship with that 
city. And so for it to turn out this way, it's just kind of serendipitous.” 

It’s more than that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' progress halted with bad habits re-emerging in 
loss to Wild 

 

Eric Engels January 24, 2022, 11:59 PM 

 

Before the Montreal Canadiens allowed at least five goals in a game for 
the 15th time through exactly half a season, their coach talked about how 
they were finally trending in the right direction. 

“We’ve been playing better and better on the trip, having guys coming 
back into the lineup (from injuries and COVID-19) and refreshed, playing 
with energy,” Dominique Ducharme said about the more recent part of 
this 10-game stint away from the Bell Centre, which the Canadiens 
finished 1-5-4. “I think you can see our game growing.” 

We could see that of late. Even with an average of 50 shots allowed 
through the three games prior to landing in the State of Hockey, it was 
evident the Canadiens competed very hard and did a lot of good things in 
a 5-3 win over the Dallas Stars and in consecutive 3-2 overtime losses to 
the Vegas Golden Knights and Colorado Avalanche. 

When Mike Hoffman scored on Montreal’s first shot of Monday’s game, it 
appeared as though the Canadiens were going to make this a very 
difficult night for a Minnesota Wild team that had won five of its last six, 
13 of its last 19 and all but four of 17 home games all season. For a 
minute it really looked like they might head back home riding some 
positive momentum. 

That feeling lasted for less than two more minutes, with Jared Spurgeon 
tying the game after the Canadiens chased their tails in their own zone 
on consecutive shifts. And what followed in this 8-2 win for the Wild 
served up just more evidence of how far the Canadiens have to go. 

Marcus Foligno scored on Minnesota’s 13th shot of the first period to 
make it 2-1 in the 10th minute. The Wild had already accumulated 20 
shots before 15 minutes of the game had elapsed, and you could feel the 
goals were coming. 

Every bad habit that landed the Canadiens in last place in the NHL came 
out from there. They were completely discombobulated in their own end, 
they gave the Wild a free pass through the neutral zone, they had limited 
backpressure, they backed off their own blueline even in one-on-two and 
two-on-two situations, they gave up multiple odd-man rushes and 
breakaways, they took terrible penalties and they left both their 
goaltenders little to no chance to make a difference. 

Cayden Primeau could’ve done better on two of the three goals he 
allowed in the second period, but he came up with several big saves 
throughout his 40 minutes in the game. In the third period, rookie Michael 
McNiven took over. 

The first shot he faced in the NHL was a breakaway chance for superstar 
Kirill Kaprizov, and he somehow got his glove on it. McNiven, 
unfortunately, couldn’t get anything on the four goals that beat him on six 
Wild shots that followed. 

It wasn’t exactly the debut he had always dreamed of, and this wasn’t 
close to how the Canadiens hoped to finish this road trip. 

It was an enormous step backwards. 

“We came out the way we wanted to. I thought we had a good start for 
the first four, five minutes there, and then things just got out of hand,” 
said Josh Anderson. “I found they were doing circles around us in the 
zone and it kind of looked like shinny hockey there for most of the game. 

“But that’s on us as players. We’ve gotta compete, we’ve gotta be 
physical, win 50-50 puck battles. We just got beat all over the ice 
tonight.” 

He called it a game the Canadiens should throw out the window. 
Ducharme referred to it as one they should put in the garbage. 

Granted, fatigue was understandably a factor, but this game was like 
many others this team has played this season. And it’s not one 
management should forget. 

It’s vice-president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and general manager 
Kent Hughes who will have to evaluate what to do next with this team. 
They have to be able to see this performance as part of a larger pattern, 
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and not a one-off the coach and his players would like for it to be in order 
to get themselves focused on the next one. They have to know there’s 
only so much positive to take out of better efforts against Dallas, Vegas 
and Colorado when the one against the Wild looked so much more like 
the norm we’ve seen from the Canadiens this season. 

The details were nowhere to be found, and the effort was subpar. 

“I think to be competitive against top teams, we need to be really having 
everyone at the top of their game to give ourselves a chance,” Ducharme 
said, “and tonight we didn’t have that. They were much better than us.” 

It was on Christian Dvorak’s second shift of the game that he turned in 
the slot and took Jared Spurgeon’s shoulder right in the head. 

Dvorak left the game and did not return. 

"It happened quickly,” said Ducharme. “I'd imagine if there's something, 
the league will look at it. He was pulled by the spotter and he didn't pass 
his tests. We'll see what's up in a few days.” 

The NHL department of player safety will review the play, but they’ll have 
to decide if it meets the criteria for supplemental discipline. 

Spurgeon was focused on the puck and made a move to get out of the 
way of his own player before the collision with Dvorak. But there was no 
question he made direct contact with Dvorak’s head. 

It would be hard to say that was intentional. But if he meant to hit him at 
all—and some people certainly felt he did—it’s up to him to avoid hitting 
him in the head. 

Anderson felt Spurgeon could’ve avoided it and went after him later in the 
game before getting into a fight with Ryan Hartman. 

“Obviously, I didn’t like the hit,” Anderson said. “I saw it once on the 
replay, just quickly, but it looked like he clipped him pretty good in the 
head. Obviously, when you lose a teammate—a pretty important one—
for the rest of the game, you gotta let players know. That’s what I tried to 
do. I just gave him a little whack here or there, and obviously, his 
teammate stepped up. But trying to show a little bit of emotion.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tkachuk, Flames issue reminder to league with emphatic 
display vs. Blues 

 

Eric Francis January 25, 2022, 1:46 AM 

 

As just the 11th Flames player to record five assists in a game, Matthew 
Tkachuk was well aware he’d be the talk of the town the next few days. 

As for what his father might have to say about the 7-1 beatdown his son’s 
team laid on the Blues club Keith works for, Matthew wasn’t so sure. 

“Maybe he went to bed early and I won’t even get a text,” chuckled the 
Flames winger, well aware Keith would have watched every minute of his 
son’s memorable outing. 

“Doesn’t matter the team he works for, he’s obviously me and my 
brother’s biggest fan, and great mentor. Not only him, but my linemates 
and teammates know how much I want to win against those guys, my 
hometown team, with a lot of people watching.” 

Remaining Time -2:41 

With group effort, Flames showed they can play with the big teams 

This one clearly meant a lot to Tkachuk for so many more reasons than 
that, as the Flames sorely needed a solid rebound from Saturday’s gut-
wrenching cough-up in Edmonton. 

After all, it’s time for the Flames to cash in more regularly on the large 
shot discrepancies they’ve racked up against opponents this season. 

Putting on a passing clinic that saw him set up Johnny Gaudreau and 
Elias Lindholm as part of a 10-point outburst for the top trio, Tkachuk 
reminded everyone once again he’s every bit a playmaker as he is a 
finisher, a grinder and a leader. 

With Gaudreau’s three assist, four-point night, the duo combined for nine 
points, to steal the headline on a night 12 different Flames posted points. 

“I think the thing we’re happiest in the locker room is we didn’t give them 
much and they got a goal early and I feel it’s one of the first times this 
year we’ve given up the first goal and come back and won,” said Tkachuk 
when asked what he hoped fans would be talking about following the 
team’s biggest margin of victory this year. 

“Hopefully they talk about that, and we’ve got five games left so we need 
to win most of them if we want to be in a playoff spot come the all-star 
game. Hopefully they won’t talk about us.” 

Yeah, right. 

Flames Talk Post Game Show - Jan 24th, 2022 

January 25 2022 

The last three Flames with five helpers were Sean Monahan (2018), Dion 
Phaneuf (2007) and Al MacInnis (1994). Tkachuk's evening fell one 
assist shy of the franchise record of six held by Guy Chouinard and Gary 
Suter. 

Tkachuk’s setup of Gaudreau’s goal late in the second moved the pair 
into a tie with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetzov as the league’s 
second-most prolific scoring duos. 

The 27 goals they’ve combined for are just two behind Edmonton’s top 
twosome. 

In their last ten games alone, Tkachuk and Gaudreau have combined for 
an incredible 39 points. 

Don’t blame them for the team’s 4-6 record over that span. 

“I’ve said it several times over the course of the year, that line carries our 
team for the most part,” said Darryl Sutter. 

“We need to get some more out of everybody in order to be successful.” 

On Monday they did. 

Less than a minute after Tyler Bozak opened the scoring for a red-hot 
Blues team coming off a win in Vancouver one night earlier, Nikita 
Zadorov responded with a top shelf snipe that was followed up with a 
Chris Tanev finish on a brilliant Gaudreau pass. 

From there, the big boys took over with Lindholm and Sean Monahan 
converting on the power play on an evening in which the Flames scored 
four in the second period of a game they outshot the visitors 35-9 after 
two. 

Unlike Saturday’s loss in Edmonton where they lost despite throwing 47 
shots at Mikko Kosikinen, the Flames converted on a good chunk of their 
48 shots, chasing Jordan Binnington after two, thanks to late second 
period goals by Blake Coleman and Adam Ruzicka. 

“It seemed like tonight was one of those games where one of us would 
get the puck and the other two were working for space and getting open,” 
said Tkachuk of a line that has helped him accrue 20 points his last ten 
games. 

“Some nice plays out there. Just a lot of time in their zone. Even if you’re 
not scoring you want to be in their zone creating as many chances as we 
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did tonight. I thought the power play was good as well and was a big part 
of that.” 

The win over the west’s second-place team comes six days after the 
team pounded first-place Florida, reminding everyone that when the team 
is opportunistic while playing its checking game, it is capable of running 
with the NHL’s big boys. 

The disjointed schedule hasn’t allowed them to prove that with any 
regularity, which could change as the team embarks on a stretch that will 
see the Flames play 45 games in the next 95 days. 

Plenty of time for Tkachuk and Gaudreau to continue moving up the 
ranks as top-20 scorers in the league. 

Asked if he thought Tkachuk’s playmaking skills were underrated, Sutter 
balked. 

“I don’t think so - Matthew has got great vision when he’s got the puck,” 
said Sutter of the converted right winger. 

“Playing on his off wing this year gives him a whole different dynamic of 
what he can see and what he can do, and he’s making the most of it.” 

The Flames visit Columbus Wednesday and St. Louis Thursday, when 
Matthew can find out exactly what pops thought of his special night. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Keefe is switching up the Maple Leafs’ top nine 

 

Luke FoxJanuary 24, 2022, 3:41 PM 

 

TORONTO – Knock on wood, the Toronto Maple Leafs will finally have a 
full complement of healthy forwards for Wednesday’s homecoming 
against the Anaheim Ducks. 

More surprising than needing to wait until Game 39 of the season to 
dress their best healthy 12 for the first time is the way head coach 
Sheldon Keefe has realigned his forward units: 

Bunting-Matthews-Kase 

Mikheyev-Tavares-Marner 

Kerfoot-Kämpf-Nylander 

Engvall-Spezza-Simmonds 

“It’s about having [Auston] Matthews, [Mitch] Marner and [William] 
Nylander on three separate lines,” Keefe explained. 

“How does the opposition contend with that?” 

Matthews is once again contending for the Rocket Richard Trophy. 
Marner has been buzzing since his return from a forced COVID-19 
quarantine, producing in all situations. And Nylander is hunting down a 
career year, ranking second among Leafs in goals, assists and points 
while contributing more than ever on the defensive side. 

“It’s a good way to spread out the guys on the team,” said Nylander, who 
has no intention of altering his approach alongside shutdown centre 
David Kämpf. “[Keefe] just said he wanted to see us get a new look, and 
it's his job to keep the minutes the same.” 

Rivals routinely roll into town wary of the one-two offensive punch 
Matthews and Tavares can deliver. But what if, Keefe wondered, that 
punch was a one-two-three? 

Forget a top six with some checking support stuffed down the bench. 
What about a true and balanced top nine? 

The idea has been percolating in the coach’s brain since training camp, 
and Keefe had planned to unveil it after Christmas. But then Marner 
entered protocol. Then Ondrej Kase. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

With everyone healthy and established lines clicking, Keefe made a point 
to speak with all the major players involved in the shakeup. 

On the surface, it may appear the staff is fixing something that isn’t 
broken. Yet this is a fine time to experiment and force forwards to 
develop chemistry with multiple teammates, to find out if there’s a more 
optimal (or at least an alternate) lineup for the playoffs. 

And if the deployment re-jolts Tavares and Nylander, whose offence has 
sagged lately, all the better. 

“It shows the continuity of the group, the chemistry, the ability to kind of 
move things around and guys to have the comfort level playing with one 
another and the impact each line can make,” said Tavares, whose best 
statistical campaign was his first in Toronto, when Marner was affixed to 
his wing. 

“One of the smartest players in the game. Obviously, he's exceptional at 
delivering the puck to the right player at the right time. His ability to read 
the play and manipulate the opponent is as good as any winger in the 
game. 

“As a linemate, you're always trying to get open, knowing that he's got 
eyes everywhere and he's gonna find you if you're open.” 

Hockey Day in Canada 

Hockey Day in Canada connects hockey with the community and 
empowers hockey’s next generation. Host Ron MacLean and the 
Sportsnet team, along with Scotiabank, celebrate the game with a day-
long marathon of live NHL coverage on Jan. 29. 

The only reason Keefe has the conviction to test this triple threat is 
because of Toronto’s improved depth: Ilya Mikheyev is pumping pucks in 
the net; Kase is found money; Alex Kerfoot is playing his best hockey as 
a Leaf and has struck up some mojo with Nylander; and Michael Bunting 
is drawing penalties and complementing Matthews like the best Discount 
Hyman a GM could ask for. 

“That gives me the confidence to be able to look at different things like 
this,” Keefe said. 

“A lot goes into our game talking about ‘top six’ and ‘bottom six.’ Really, 
it’s about minutes and how much guys play. I don’t see anything 
changing there at all.” 

How does a coach make sure Nylander, in particular, doesn’t see the 
new look as a negative? 

“I just like the ability to have lots of options. It’s on me to manage the 
minutes, and that was my message to Will,” Keefe said. “There’s no 
demotion here for anybody. This is about spreading out our lineup, and 
[it’s] something we haven’t really done in my time here very much. 

“With Willie playing as well as he has through this season, and then 
having threats on two other lines in addition to that — I see that as some 
challenges for the opposition. I'm curious to see how that plays out.” 

So are we. 

One-Timers: Jake Muzzin (concussion) was feeling well enough to return 
to practice. He participated in about 35 minutes of drills Monday wearing 
a red, no-contact sweater. That said, the defenceman is likely to miss a 
third consecutive game Wednesday against Anaheim…. It appears a 
COVID-free Justin Holl will partner with Rasmus Sandin on the second 
pair, while rookie Timothy Liljegren drops down to the right of Travis 
Dermott on the third pair…. The Ducks welcomed back all-star game 
invitee Troy Terry and minutes leader Cam Fowler from COVID protocol 
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Monday, so they should dress a stronger lineup for their eastern swing…. 
Leafs captain John Tavares is taking ownership of his slipping 
production. "I know I can be a lot better with my game and helping out my 
linemates and doing a better job. So, I take that onus and responsibility 
on myself to go out there and execute at a higher level," said Tavares, 
who has just two points in his past six games. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: East showing its strength, some 
good news in Buffalo 

 

Ryan Dixon January 24, 2022, 11:37 AM 

 

The NHL got literal with its conferences nearly 30 years ago, replacing 
the Campbell and Wales groupings with the Eastern and Western 
Conferences for the 1993-94 season. For much of the time that followed, 
the West — whether it was Chicago and Los Angeles going back and 
forth with Cups at the start of the 2010s or Detroit, Dallas and Colorado 
forming a Big 3 back in the late-90s and early ’00s — served up super 
teams and an overall superior product. Just getting to the Cup final 
through the West meant you had to leave a trail of bodies that seemed 
fully capable of winning it all themselves. 

But, as we pass over the halfway point of this campaign, there’s no 
debating the East is in beast mode right now and this past weekend — 
from team results to individual’s having outstanding seasons — offered 
further evidence of that. 

The Colorado Avalanche own the NHL’s best points percentage mark at 
.756, but if you rank the league by that metric you’ll find eight of the top 
11 clubs are situated closer to sunrise than sunset. 

On Saturday, Alex Ovechkin scored two more goals to propel his 
Washington Capitals to an overtime win over the Ottawa Senators. At 
this point, the Hart Trophy really seems like it’s No. 8’s to lose. While 
nobody is dismissing the ability of players like Connor McDavid or 
Nathan MacKinnon to make a most-valuable-player case over the back 
half of the year, the only person who may truly be in the MVP 
conversation with ‘Ovie’ right now is fellow east-coaster Igor Shesterkin 
for his role in keeping a New York Rangers team that gives up more 
Grade A chances than it creates in or close to the penthouse. 

As for the Rocket Richard chase, Ovechkin is in a dead heat with 
Shesterkin’s teammate, Chris Kreider, after the latter scored one shorty, 
one power-play marker and one good old fashioned five-on-five tally to 
register the fifth hat trick of his career on Saturday in a 7-3 whipping of 
the Arizona Coyotes. 

On Sunday, the Pittsburgh Penguins stormed back in the third period to 
net a pair of goals against the Winnipeg Jets en route to a 3-2 shootout 
victory. With Evgeni Malkin back in the mix, the Pens — winners of five 
straight and the second-best team in the league behind Colorado since 
mid-November — look every bit the part of a contender. Ovechkin’s 
Caps, thanks to the Penguins’ surge, have actually been pushed down to 
a wild card position, alongside the Boston Bruins. Given those are the 
bottom two clubs in the playoff picture as it stands, would you be 
comfortable betting your life against any one of the eight East teams 
definitely NOT making it to the final? On the other side of the ledger, 
could anyone see the up-and-down Jets, either of Alberta’s teams or any 
of the likes of Anaheim, Los Angeles, San Jose — even Minnesota — 
really winning three rounds? 

It’s not as though the East is better top to bottom. The Philadelphia 
Flyers lost their 11th game in a row on Saturday — 6-3 to the Buffalo 
Sabres — and have two losing streaks of at least 10 games on the books 

this year. The Montreal Canadiens, meanwhile, are in a race to the 
bottom with a Coyotes team that entered the season aiming to be in the 
cellar. In fact, just as the top of the league table is peppered with Eastern 
Conference clubs, so, too is the bottom; eight of the worst 12 squads by 
points percentage are in the Atlantic or Metropolitan Divisions, so the 
best East teams have padded their point totals by feasting on the lesser 
lights. 

Regardless, with the top eight all but locked in, we’ve got half a season 
left to dream about possible East post-season draws — Tampa-Florida 
Pt. II? Freddy Andersen and a Metro-winning Canes club against a wild-
card entry from Toronto? — and speculate about who might emerge from 
hockey’s current conference of death. 

Other Takeaways 

• I don’t even want to do this to Buffalo fans after their football team lost 
one of the all-time NFL playoff games Sunday night to the Kansas City 
Chiefs (why don’t both teams get the ball in overtime!), but there’s 
certainly some reason for hope around the Sabres. Tage Thompson — 
acquired nearly four years ago in the deal that sent Ryan O’Reilly to the 
Blues — scored his 13th and 14th goals of the year in the victory over 
Philly and is starting to look like a real keeper. Speaking of trades, the 
early returns on the Jack Eichel swap with Vegas look okay, too, as 
Peyton Krebs netted his first two NHL goals on Saturday, while New York 
State native Alex Tuch picked up a couple helpers and has a dazzling 3-
7-10 line in nine games as a Sabre. 

• It’s jarring to see Kreider at 29 goals right now given his previous career 
high was 28. That said, he offered some glimpse of growth the past two 
shortened seasons, scoring at a 31-goal clip in 2019-20 and a 33-goal 
pace last season. Still, I’m not sure anybody had the big man tracking a 
57-goal showing this season. 

• Speaking of unanticipated big years, Matt Duchene scored two more 
goals on Saturday as Nashville — sneaky West contender? — downed 
Detroit 4-1. After two seasons of just seeming stuck in the mud in 
Tennessee, Duchene could hit 80 points for the first time in his career. 

• It sometimes feels like P.K. Subban has disappeared from the every-
day NHL spotlight, especially given how huge of a profile he had in 
Montreal and during Nashville’s run to the Stanley Cup Final in 2017. 
This weekend, though, was a reminder of how lucky we are to have P.K. 
and the entire Subban crew in our hockey lives. Following the god-awful 
act of racism, Jordan Subban was subjected to in the ECHL on Saturday 
night, P.K. spoke unflinchingly about the incident itself and the ongoing 
ugliness of racism in sports. Understanding it falls on non-BIPOC to 
stand up for what’s right, I’m so appreciative we have this intelligent, 
fearless man out there telling the world anything he believes it needs to 
hear. 

• When your reputation is that of the ultimate team guy on a club that 
wins 19 straight playoff series by always being more than the sum of the 
parts, that’s saying something. Rest in peace, Clark Gillies. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (25-10-3) I’m not sure a backup could have a 
more meaningful start than the 27-save showing Petr Mrazek turned in 
during the Leafs’ 3-1 win versus the Islanders on Saturday. It would be 
huge if he could reliably spell Jack Campbell the rest of the way. 

2. Calgary Flames (18-12-6) Man, up 2-0 after 20 minutes versus their 
reeling rivals on Saturday, the Flames could have triggered pure panic in 
Edmonton but blew it over the final 40. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (17-14-7) Sunday was shaping up as a good day for the 
Jets, as captain Blake Wheeler scored in his return from a knee injury 
and the squad was well positioned to snap a three-game losing skid in 
Pittsburgh. It all went up in smoke, though, in a nine-second stretch in the 
final frame. 
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4. Edmonton Oilers (19-16-2) The win against Calgary alleviates some of 
the excruciatingly bad vibes, but it won’t mean much if they can’t follow 
up with a ‘W’ in Vancouver on Tuesday. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (18-19-4) Virologists everywhere are thanking the 
Canucks for discovering goalies are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. 
Spencer Martin made his first NHL start in almost five years on Friday 
and won the Canucks a point versus the Florida Panthers. One day later 
he joined Thatcher Demko and Jaroslav Halak in COVID protocol, 
necessitating the Canucks turn to the last goalie on the org chart, 
Michael DiPietro, for what turned into a 3-1 loss to St. Louis in Sunday. 

6. Ottawa Senators (12-20-3) Full credit to the Senators for a serious 
Sunday bounce-back, beating the Blue Jackets 2-1 in Columbus after a 
tough OT loss in Washington 24 hours earlier. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (8-25-7) Tyler Toffoli, who picked up an assist 
during Saturday’s 3-2 extra-time loss to the Avs, has the following statline 
as a Montreal Canadien: 81 GP, 35G, 30A, 65Pts. 

The Week Ahead 

• Move over Doug Jarvis, Flyers D-man Keith Yandle is set to tie the NHL 
ironman mark at 964 games on Monday in Philadelphia and break it on 
Tuesday versus the Islanders. Now, don’t go celebrating too hard, Keith, 
cause if you miss a game, Phil Kessel is lurking right behind you at 940 
straight contests. 

• Thursday is Gerard Gallant Day in the NHL: Gallant’s Rangers will visit 
the first team he was the head man for, the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
while his other two former teams square off in a nice tilt as Vegas visits 
the Panthers. 
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TSN.CA / Triple threat: Leafs put Matthews, Marner, Nylander on 
different lines 

 

Mark Masters 

9-11 minutes 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of Wednesday’s 
game against the Anaheim Ducks. 

The Leafs finally have a fully healthy forward group and Sheldon Keefe is 
taking advantage of the rare opportunity to experiment with a more 
balanced approach. At practice, Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and 
William Nylander all skated on different lines.  

  "It is something I have been wanting to get a look at for quite some time 
now," the coach explained. "Really, dating all the way back to training 
camp. It is about having Matthews, Marner, and Nylander on three 
separate lines and getting a look at what that looks like for both our team 
and how the opposition might look to contend with it." 

  Matthews skated between Michael Bunting and Ondrej Kase on 
Monday while Marner joined John Tavares and Ilya Mikheyev on the 
second line. That left Nylander with checking-line centre David Kampf 
and usual running mate Alex Kerfoot on the third line.  

  "Willy has great chemistry with Kerfoot so we wanted to maintain that," 
Keefe said. "With Kampf's involvement on that line, it gives us great 
defensive utility, but also Kampf has been great forechecking and getting 
up the ice and helping with that." 

  Those trios will remain together at Tuesday's practice before Keefe 
makes a final decision about whether to implement the spread-offence 
strategy on Wednesday against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Toronto's triple threat: Matthews, Marner, Nylander on different lines 

The Maple Leafs finally have a fully healthy forward group and that's 
opened the door for Sheldon Keefe to experiment. Toronto juggled its top 
three forward lines at Monday's practice, with the hope of creating a 
three-headed monster. 

  Keefe promised Nylander, who is experiencing a career year with 38 
points in 38 games, that the revised alignment won't result in a lesser 
role.  

  "He just said that he wanted to see a new look and it's his job to keep 
the minutes the same," Nylander revealed. "So, that's basically all he 
said."  

  Nylander is averaging 15 minutes and 24 seconds of even-strength time 
per game, which is fourth among Toronto forwards behind only Matthews 
(17:41), Marner (15:49) and Tavares (15:31).   

  "There is no demotion here for anybody," Keefe stressed. "I think this is 
about spreading out our lineup. It is something we haven't really done in 
my time here very much. I want to see what it does to our team with the 
additions that we have made in the off-season and the guys who are 
really comfortable on our roster." 

  Keefe pointed out that he can experiment with different combinations 
within the framework of these new lines during games.  

  "It gives me some flexibility to look at it getting Matthews and Tavares 
some extra shifts in there or maybe moving Nylander to centre at 
different times," he said. 

Good idea for Maple Leafs to tinker with their lineup? 

The Maple Leafs will be splitting Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and 
William Nylander on three separate lines in an effort to spread them out. 
That's Hockey discusses the approach and the way the team responded 
to Sheldon Keefe's criticism this past weekend. 

  Nylander acknowledged that the last few games have been "up and 
down" for him and usual linemate Tavares.  

  The Leafs captain was harsher in his self-assessment.  

  "From a personal standpoint, I know I can be a lot better with my game 
and helping out my linemates and doing a better job," Tavares said. "So, 
I take that onus and responsibility to go out and execute at a higher level 
and more consistently." 

  Tavares has just one goal and one assist over the last six games. 

  "John has still played well for us and still made plays," Keefe noted. "But 
we think he has another level to get to." 

  It seems like the COVID pause has been harder for older guys like 
Tavares, 31.  

  "We have seen some of that for sure," Keefe agreed. "I have had similar 
conversations with Jason Spezza. He feels that not playing a lot of 
games has been a challenge. Even [Jake] Muzzin coming out of the 
break felt pretty similar ... The schedule is going to heat up. Guys will be 
in the rhythm that they're accustomed to. It is just a matter of finding their 
way right now. We will see how it all plays out. Even something as simple 
as changing the lines and changing the chemistry in and of itself is 
stimulating and [could] get those guys firing again." 

  Tavares certainly doesn't mind being reunited with Marner, who has 
scored in all three games since returning from the COVID protocol.  

  "He's one of the smartest players in the game," Tavares said. "His 
ability to read the play and manipulate the opponent is as good as any 
winger in the game. He has an ability to visualize and see it happen 
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before it happens so, as a linemate, you're just trying to get open 
knowing he's got eyes everywhere."  

Tavares: 'I know I can be a lot better'; Marner may provide spark 

John Tavares was honest in his assessment for how he has felt with his 
recent performances, admitting that he can be a lot better helping out his 
linemates and executing at a higher level. The Maple Leafs captain 
spoke about how playing alongside a smart player like Mitch Marner can 
provide a benefit. 

  Monday marked Kase's first full team skate since entering COVID 
protocol on Jan. 14 in Arizona. He rejoined the Leafs in New York over 
the weekend and took part in an optional skate on Saturday.  

  "It was long," he said of the process. "It was really long. It was 10 days 
and I skated once with the team in New York. It's nice to be back in 
Toronto and with the guys." 

  And nice to be back with Matthews and Bunting with whom he was 
playing with before testing positive.  

  "I feel like we have so many chances the last two games we played," 
Kase said. "We had so much offensive-zone time. We scored once only 
against Arizona, but we had three, four great chances so I think we could 
have scored a little more." 

  It's no coincidence that Keefe wanted to wait until Kase returned to try 
out this new line alignment.  

  "We have some confidence in Kase's ability to play with Matthews and 
Bunting," Keefe said. "Right away, it gives us the ability to say, 'We think 
that works well for us so what can we do underneath that?' It gives me 
more confidence in going with something [new]." 

  After missing two games with a concussion, Muzzin returned to practice 
on Monday. The defenceman skated in a red no-contact sweater and 
departed halfway through the workout.  

  "He is feeling better," Keefe confirmed. "His involvement in today’s 
practice — at least the first half of it — is a good indication of his 
progress. Any time you are recovering from an injury like this you have 
boxes to check along the way. Today's practice was one of those boxes 
to get him back going again." 

  Any chance he plays on Wednesday against the Ducks?  

  "I haven't gotten an update in terms of how he felt after practice," said 
Keefe. "Given the process that players coming back go through I would 
say Wednesday is probably a stretch for him at this point." 

  The Leafs only other game this week is Saturday in Detroit.  

  Like Kase, Justin Holl took part in his first full practice since exiting 
COVID protocol. He was back on the second defence pair skating 
alongside Rasmus Sandin.  

  Timothy Liljegren dropped to the third pair with Travis Dermott.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Muzzin returns to practice, but doubtful for Ducks 

Jake Muzzin is making progress towards a return from his concussion. 
The defenceman was back on the ice with the Maple Leafs after missing 
the last two games and head coach Sheldon Keefe shares an update on 
his progress, saying a return for Wednesday's game would be a stretch. 

  Nylander made an eyebrow-raising footwear choice last week when 
Toronto was hit by a blizzard.  

  "Slippers," the Swede said with a smile. "I live in a condo. I just go right 
down to the car and I don't really deal with the snow. I didn't think about 
that when I got to the rink." 

  Sandin posted a video of Nylander, his good friend and countryman, 
trudging to his car after practice.  

  "It was fine," Nylander insisted. "It was, I don’t know, a 20-metre walk so 
it wasn't too bad." 

Nylander explains why he was wearing slippers in a snowstorm 

Last week's snow storm in Southern Ontario was tough for many but it 
didn't seem to bother William Nylander as he was caught on camera by 
teammate Rasmus Sandin wearing slippers outside on his walk to his 
car. Nylander explained why he chose the unique choice of footwear 
during a snowstorm. 

  Lines at Monday's practice:  

  Bunting - Matthews - Kase  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Kampf - Nylander  

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

Ritchie, Clifford  

  Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl  

Dermott - Liljegren  

Muzzin - Biega  

  Campbell  
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TSN.CA / This year feels different for Maple Leafs 

 

Travis Yost 

4-6 minutes 

 

Could this be the year for the Toronto Maple Leafs? 

That’s not something I have written during my tenure at TSN because for 
as long as the new-era Maple Leafs have existed, there has always been 
a fundamental flaw. Unreliable goaltending, a porous blueline, star 
players going quiet during pivotal stretches – the organization and fans 
have seen it all. 

There is no doubt that Toronto is one of a handful of teams in this year’s 
Stanley Cup race. Most sportsbooks see five genuine favorites – Toronto 
joined by the Colorado Avalanche, Tampa Bay Lightning, Vegas Golden 
Knights, and Florida Panthers, with plenty more competition within the 
Eastern Conference. 

But this year feels a bit different. 

One of the things I’ve been paying attention to in recent years is what I’ll 
call Players Above Break-Even, or the percentage of rostered players 
carrying expected goal rates north of 50 per cent. It’s a simple but an 
effective approach for analyzing full roster performance; it simultaneously 
captures the ability of top-end players to dominate their opponents, and 
weeds out top-heavy teams that generally struggle in the postseason 
against better competition. 

The correlation between expected goal rates and actual goals (and by 
extension, wins and losses) is substantial. But expected goals allow us to 
control for goaltending volatility; they also help us avoid the pitfalls of 
chasing teams with ripping-hot shooting luck. 
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Players Above Break-Even is a lot like market breadth for those in the 
securities world. With that perspective, consider where Toronto falls so 
far this season: 

Toronto is the only team in the National Hockey League whose entire 
roster has outplayed the competition over the course of the full season. 
That’s it. And you’ll notice the group of teams that are right in trail – the 
likes of the Panthers, Hurricanes, and Lightning – are essentially all of 
the teams who are regarded as powerhouses of the sport. 

The bottom right quadrant is where you want to be, and outside of the 
teams who have received impeccable goaltending come April and May, 
it’s the area the Stanley Cup winner tends to emerge from. 

Let’s take a look at just those four teams, because by and large, that will 
be Toronto’s competition going forward. Let’s compare expected goal 
rates across the teams, this time looking player-by-player: 

That’s an awful lot of blue, indicating the player was above break-even, 
be it by expected goals or net-goals over the course of the season. All 
four of these teams are incredibly deep and very few players (Nick 
Ritchie, Joe Thornton, Zach Bogosian) have actually been on the wrong 
end of the puck through the first half of the season. 

One of the interesting things is you can pick up on the nuance within 
each team relatively quickly. The Lightning may not be the most 
dominant skater group in the league, but when you bring in Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and the goaltending component, they look ferocious – the 
Lightning’s entire roster is above water in straight goal differential, which 
is remarkable at this point of the season. 

The Maple Leafs are in a similar boat: goaltender Jack Campbell is 
stopping 92.7 per cent of shots faced this year, which means Toronto’s 
talented skater group can win most games on pure shooting volume. 
(Carolina, meanwhile, is the most puck-dominant team in the league; 
offset by average goaltending from the combination of Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta). 

It would be unwise to dismiss the potential of any of these teams – at 
points this season, all of them have looked like the best team in the 
league. But unlike prior seasons, Toronto actually looks comparable (and 
in some cases, better) than the top teams in the league. Something the 
numbers have been reticent to say in seasons past. 

To recap: Toronto’s top-end talent has dominated all season long, there 
is incredible roster breadth, the blueline is reliable enough, and Jack 
Campbell has been a godsend by way of the Los Angeles Kings. 

There is plenty of season left but there’s no reason not to be excited 
about this Toronto team. And if you don’t want to believe me, believe the 
math. The math that has them as the best Maple Leafs team in the 
modern era (2007-22): 

TSN.CA LOADED: 01.25.2022 

 


