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Sebastian Aho’s overtime goal gives Hurricanes victory over Vegas Golden Knights 

By Chip Alexander 

The game had gone to overtime Tuesday and tempers were 
growing short as the Carolina Hurricanes and Vegas Golden 
Knights went at each other. 

There was a scuffle behind the Carolina net that even Canes 
goalie Frederik Andersen left the crease to join. There was 
more pushing and a shove just after that before a faceoff in 
the Carolina zone as the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov and 
Vegas’ William Carrier jostled each other and exchanged 
glares. 

If it was a test of wills, the Hurricanes won it 4-3. Svechnikov 
soon picked off an Alex Pietrangelo pass near the Vegas 
blue line and found Sebastian Aho breaking to the net for the 
winner with 1:11 left in the OT at PNC Arena. 

The Golden Knights, seeking an eighth consecutive road 
victory, had fought back from a two-goal deficit in the third 
period for a 3-3 tie to get to overtime. But Aho’s second goal 
of the game decided it for the Hurricanes (28-9-2). 

“It was a great game, entertaining,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Good finish, obviously.” 

A 7-4 loss Saturday to the New Jersey Devils was ugly and 
stung, but the Canes rebounded by beating one of the NHL’s 
best teams, one that leads the Pacific Division. 

Rookie goalie Jack LaFontaine started the Devils game, but 
Andersen was back in net Tuesday and his usual calm self in 
winning his 22nd game. The Golden Knights (25-15-3) tied 
the score on goals by Brett Howden and then defenseman 
Nicolas Hague late in regulation, but Andersen made a save 
on a Nicolas Roy shot in overtime as the Golden Knights had 
a two-on-one.. 

The Canes had contributions from many. Nino Niederreiter 
and Vincent Trocheck scored rapid-fire goals in a 57-second 
span early in the second period for a 2-0 lead, and a power-
play goal by Aho in the third made it 3-1 before the Golden 
Knights made a push. A night after a 1-0 road win over the 
Washington Capitals — Robin Lehner in net — the Golden 
Knights weren’t lacking late-game energy. 

“A win is a win and we’ll take those two points for sure,” Aho 
said. “That’s a quality team over there. Obviously you don’t 
want to lose a two-goal lead in the third but it really didn’t 
change the way we played. We got right back at it and got a 
big win in the OT.” 

Aho, who will join Andersen in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, 
scored his 18th and 19th goals of the season. Niederreiter 
scored his 12th and Trocheck picked up his 10th and the 
fourth in the past five games. 

Jordan Staal’s line, with Niederreiter and Jesper Fast on the 
wings, played a heavy game and Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s fourth 
line was active. The defensemen did their jobs and the 
Canes killed off all three Vegas power plays. 

Svechnikov was all over the ice, threatening to score, getting 
a game-high six shots, playing with an edge, and his two 
assists extended his point streak to five games. 

“In overtime I kept asking him ‘Are you all right’ and he kept 
giving me the nod,” Brind’Amour said. 

Aho noted Svechnikov first won a battle for the puck with 
Carrier, then made a “great read” on the pass as Aho beat 
goalie Laurent Brossoit for the winner. 

“He wanted that puck and he’s strong and fast,” Aho said. 
“He made a nice play and a great pass to me. I had to bury 
that one.” 

The Canes had the better chances in a scoreless first period, 
Svechnikov hitting the post on a Carolina power play. 
Andersen faced just five shots and the Canes quickly cleared 
the defensive zone. 

The Canes’ first goal came after Staal, appearing quicker 
and more active this game, and Fast put shots on net, Fast 
keeping the puck alive in front of Brossoit. Niederreiter, to 
Brossoit’s right, had an opening and scored at 4:44 of the 
period. 

An alert play by Derek Stepan on a line change led to the 
second Canes score. The forward made a play on the puck 
as he went to the bench, getting it to Svechnikov, who set up 
Trocheck with a well-placed pass for the score. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Overtime dramatics, Sebastian Aho’s franchise record, and is it 
time for a change on D? 

By Sara Civian  

It was boring until it wasn’t, and then it really wasn’t. Here 
are 10 thoughts on the Hurricanes after Tuesday’s 4-3 
overtime win over Vegas: 

1. After scoring one in regulation, Sebastian Aho scored a 
second for the overtime winner. It was his seventh career 
overtime goal, beating out Jeff O’Neill for the franchise 
record. “Great read by (Andrei Svechnikov),” Aho said. “He 
won his battle there. He wanted that puck, which is the thing 
he does really well. He’s strong and fast. He made a nice 
play, great pass to me. I had to bury that one.” 

2. It’s true, and don’t look now, but Svechnikov is rounding 
into midseason form at almost exactly the midseason 
checkmark. He has multi-point nights in five consecutive 
games for a total of 14 goals and 36 points in 36 games. The 
All-Star snub of the year? 

3. On the depth scoring front, Net-Front Nino is having 
himself a season. Niederreiter broke up the 0-0 monotony 
early in the second off a nice play. He’s got a point in three of 
his past four games and 20 points (12 goals, 8 assists) 
through 33 games this season. “You need it, obviously,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Everyone always talks about 
it, getting contributions from everybody. If we want to go 
where we want to go, we’re going to have to have it. We’re 
going to need everyone scoring at times. He’s been good 
this year. He’s been steady. That’s real important.” Seconds 
later, we got an encore from Vincent Trocheck, who has also 
been more noticeable lately after a slower start to the 
season. Those two are sure to make trade-deadline 
decisions difficult. 

4. Continuing on depth scoring, over the Hurricanes’ past 
four games, 18 of the 20 skaters appearing in at least one 
game have recorded a point, and 14 of those 20 have scored 
a goal. Carolina is one of just four teams with at least nine 
players to score eight goals and one of just six teams with at 
least nine players to tally 19 points in 2021-22, and the 
Hurricanes trail only the Panthers for the league lead in each 
of those categories. Not bad. 

5. Overtime was beautiful, and if you don’t believe me here’s 
a chart. 

6. You might argue that Martin Necas needs to stop dilly-
dallying and shoot the puck, but I completely disagree. I love 
watching him do his thing. What a skilled skater. It’s a treat to 
watch him with extra space in overtime. I think his big 
breakout is right around the corner. 

7. With Antti Raanta back from his injury and Freddie 
Andersen good to go, the Canes assigned Jack LaFontaine 
to Chicago. The defense was uncharacteristically bad in 
LaFontaine’s 3.5 NHL periods, but the Hurricanes need Cup 
contention-level goaltending, and LaFontaine would’ve had 
to make a beyond stellar case for himself to stay in the 
rotation right out of the gates. He’ll have a chance to get 
acclimated to the pro game in Chicago, and we’ll see what 
happens after he gets a few reps in at the AHL level. As for 
Andersen, it’s another solid night in the books and a great 
overtime outing. 

8. All of your Jordan Staal candle emoji prayer circle tweets 
finally worked. His assist tonight was his first point in six 
games. Maybe he’ll get on a roll, here? I also appreciated 
how he sacrificed his own scoring chance on that play to give 
Niederreiter the chance. You can’t tempt the fates too much. 

9. Don’t let the coaches’ challenge on the Golden Knights’ 
first goal distract you from the turnover that caused the goal 
in the first place: 

I was expecting Ethan Bear to return to the Canes’ lineup 
after the loss to the Devils in which he was a healthy scratch. 
Brind’Amour tends to keep the lineup the same after wins, 
and often makes minor tweaks after a loss or two, but Bear 
remained scratched and Brendan Smith remained in the 
lineup Tuesday. I’d expect a change ahead of the next game. 
“[Smith] has been playing really good,” Brind’Amour offered 
last Thursday. “I think our D has been phenomenal these last 
couple games. That’s basically it. Nothing really more to the 
explanation. Guys are playing hard and playing well, it’s 
tough to change the lineup.” 

10. The vibes, of course, were everywhere after this one: 
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Aho’s 2nd goal lifts Hurricanes over Knights in OT 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said before 
Tuesday’s game that the Vegas Golden Knights were “very 
similar to what we’re trying to do.” 

It turns out the coach was right seeing how Vegas had a very 
Carolina-esque third period rally to force overtime. 

But Brind’Amour and his team got the last laugh. 

Andrei Svechnikov won a puck battle along the boards and 
set Sebastian Aho up for his second goal of the game and 
the OT winner in the Hurricanes’ 4-3 win Tuesday in front of 
15,228 at PNC Arena. 

“He won his battle there and he wanted that puck, which is 
the thing he does really well,” Aho said of Svechnikov on the 
winning sequence. “He is strong and fast and just made a 
nice play. 

“Great pass to me and, yeah, I had to bury that one.” 

The win didn’t come without its drama, whether it was the 
Golden Knights’ two goals in the final seven minutes of 
regulation to tie the game or Frederik Andersen making two 
dazzling overtime saves to earn his 21st win of the season. 

“Huge,” Aho said of Andersen’s performance. “In the OT and 
all night and actually the whole year he’s been great for us. 
He just keeps us in the game every night, and that’s pretty 
much all you can ask from a goalie.” 

Carolina twice staked itself to a two-goal lead after a first 
period with no scoring. 

The Hurricanes finally got one past Laurent Brossoit (26 
saves) when Nino Niederreiter — reunited on a line with 
Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast that was so effective earlier in 
the season — scored from just outside the crease at 4:44 of 
the second period. 

“He’s been good this year,” Brind’Amour said of Niederreiter, 
who now has 12 goals on the season. “It’s been steady and 
that’s been real important.” 

Svechnikov got his first assist of the night less than a minute 
later, threading a pass through Vegas defenseman Shea 
Theodore that Vincent Trocheck finished for his 10th goal of 
the season at 5:41. 

Svechnikov now has two points in five straight games. His 36 
points in 36 games are the most of any player in the NHL 
under the age of 22. 

The Golden Knights got one back late in the middle frame 
when a Brendan Smith turnover and a collision with 
Andersen allowed Nolan Patrick to halve the lead. The 
Hurricanes unsuccessfully challenged the goal but killed off 
the ensuing penalty — one of three Vegas power plays 
Carolina survived. 

The Hurricanes’ power play then struck, with Aho redirecting 
a Tony DeAngelo point shot just six seconds into a third 
period man advantage to again go ahead by two goals, 3-1 
with under 12 minutes left in regulation. 

But the Golden Knights rallied. First, a Theodore shot 
pinballed off Svechnikov and then Brett Howden to get past 
Andersen (26 saves) at 13:08 of the third. 

Then defenseman Nic Hague, a shift after he stopped Seth 
Jarvis on a power move to the Vegas net, beat Andersen’s 
glove with a shot to tie the game at 17:30. 

“Obviously they got a couple of late ones, but I liked that we 
got right back on in overtime,” Brind’Amour said. 

That they did, and Aho’s 19th goal of the season was his 
seventh career overtime tally, passing Jeff O’Neill for the 
most in franchise history. 

“I mean, a win is a win,” Aho said of recovering from the 
blown lead. “We’ll take those two points.” 

Notes: Patrick, whose career has been derailed by injuries, 
had two points for his first multipoint game since March 15, 
2019, when he was still playing for Philadelphia, the team 
that drafted him second overall in 2017. … The last time 
Jaccob Slavin was minus-2 in a Hurricanes win was Feb. 27. 
2021, at Florida. It last happened at home on Jan. 5, 2020. 
… Carolina improved to 28-9-2 on the season and trails only 
Colorado (.762) in point percentage (.744). The Hurricanes 
have 58 points and trail both the Rangers (60) and Penguins 
(59) in the Metropolitan Division but have four and three 
games on hand on the two teams, respectively. 
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Gold: Canes back in action tonight against the Golden Knights 

By Adam Gold  

If you’re looking at the current NHL standings you might be a 
little surprised that the Carolina Hurricanes are not in first 
place. After all, it’s Carolina with the best record in the 
Eastern Conference. The Hurricanes also have the most 
regulation wins in the NHL with 25 and are third best in goal 
differential (+45).  But, because of the wide disparity in 
games played – thanks, Covid – the Canes just haven’t had 
as many kicks at the can as most of the rest of the league. 

Only four teams have taken the ice fewer times than 
Carolina’s 38. The Islanders have played just 34 games 
while Anaheim has dropped the puck 44 times, a 10-game 
spread as we head towards the All Star Break.  

With the Pacific Division-leading Vegas Golden Knights in 
town it’s worth examining how the Canes arrived at 27-9-2. 
And, for the record, I don’t really care if the national voices 
don’t put the Hurricanes into the category of Stanley Cup 
favorites. The truth is that there is still more to do and I 
believe another player to add in order to rise above the state 
of Florida in the East and Colorado in the West. 

The NHL keeps their official standings using simple points 
earned, 2 for a win and 1 for a loss that ends in overtime or a 
shootout. Against those teams either in or tied for a playoff 
spot using that calculus Carolina has a 13-2-2 record. In 
contrast, Colorado, the best team in the league using any 
measure, is 14-6-1 against that pool.  Florida, against whom 
the Hurricanes have yet to beat, is 13-5-4.  

Carolina hasn’t played as many games against that 
collection of playoff teams, but they’ve performed at least 
marginally better than the Avs and Panthers. If we stack the 
top eight in each conference by percentage of points earned, 
here’s how it looks. 

Florida 14-5-5 

Carolina 12-4-1 

Colorado 10-7-1 

I’m not sure what this little exercise proves other than it 
appears that the Hurricanes play their best against the best – 
other than those two games against Florida. And, maybe it 
will make you shake your head that six of the Hurricanes 
losses have come to the Kraken, Canucks, Senators, Blue 
Jackets, Flyers and Devils. That last one, three days ago, 
created all sorts of angst when the Canes had rookie 
goaltender Jack LaFontaine start over a healthy Antti Raanta 
in spite of just having been plucked off a college campus less 
than 2 weeks prior. 

LaFontaine relieved Frederik Andersen in the no-show loss 
to Columbus and bore the brunt of the Hurricanes less-than-
ideal performance on Saturday in New Jersey. You’d never 
know he was the best goalie in college hockey last year by 
looking at his .780 save percentage (SV%) and 7.20 goals 
against average (GAA). Or, maybe the NHL game is just a 
wee bit better. 

In case you missed the several times I’ve discussed this 
matter, either on the radio or on the Canes Corner Podcast, 
it is my assertion that LaFontaine started only because it was 
promised to him to entice him to leave the University of 
Minnesota mid-season. At the time of the coercion Carolina’s 
entire organization was dealing with a deluge of issues at the 
position. Andersen was in protocol, Raanta had yet to be 
embraced by Covid but, you know the whole close contact 
thing. Alex Lyon was called up as insurance.  

Meanwhile, top goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi was hurt and 
out of the line up in Chicago as was Beck Warm who was 
playing in the ECHL causing the Wolves to bring in TWO 
goalies on professional tryouts (PTO) just to play games. So, 
the front office did what they had to do to pry LaFontaine out 
of Minnesota. Is he ready? Of course not.  And, to be honest, 
I’m not sure he’s that high of an NHL prospect.  He is 
certainly not ahead of Makiniemi or Pyotr Kochetkov, the 
2019 second round pick out of Russia who is playing very 
well in the KHL. And, it’s debatable whether he’s a better bet 
than Lyon, who has performed very well in two starts (1-0-1) 
for Carolina this year. 

Note: On Monday, the Hurricanes sent LaFontaine to 
Chicago of the American Hockey League. 

In November, the Hurricanes were 4-2 winners in Vegas. 
Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Martin Necas each had two points. Tony DeAngelo and Seth 
Jarvis added goals. And, Antti Raanta made 21 saves in the 
win. Robin Lehner started for the Golden Knights and made 
38 saves in the loss, but it continued a streak of futility 
against the Canes that Carollina is surely hoping will 
continue. Lehner is 0-6-0 in 6 starts against the Hurricanes. 

Carolina was without two of their starters on Saturday. Teuvo 
Teravainen was a game time decision in New Jersey but did 
not get to the starting gate after suffering a lower body injury 
in the Hurricanes win over the Rangers. Meanwhile, Jordan 
Martinook, who had missed more than a month with a lower 
body injury, went on the Covid list after playing very well in 
his one game back in Boston. 

Well, everyone is now back on the ice. Martinook is out of 
isolation, though he likely won’t draw back in tonight. Raanta 
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remains healthy, so let’s take a stab at what it will all look like 
at 7:08. 

Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Lorentz-Kotkaniemi-Stepan 

Slavin-DeAngelo 

Skjei-Pesce 

Smith-Cole 

Andersen 

Coverage begins at 6:30 on 99.9 the Fan with Alec Campbell 
and Storm Watch. Mike Maniscalco and Tripp Tracy come 
along with the live play-by-play at 7:00. Don’t forget to follow 
the Canes Corner Podcast. A new episode drops the 
#MorningAfter every Hurricanes game. 
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Recap: Aho Scores Overtime Winner In Victory Over Vegas 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes kicked off a stretch 
of four games in six days with a thrilling 4-3 overtime victory 
over the Vegas Golden Knights Tuesday.  

The Rundown 

For Vegas it was the second game in as many nights, 
traveling south after picking up a 1-0 shutout victory over the 
Washington Capitals Monday. They came out of the gate 
with a strong couple of shifts, establishing strong pressure on 
the Canes as they were attempting to escape their own 
zone, causing a few turnovers and headaches for the home 
side in the opening moments. 

Carolina eventually got it going though, transitioning play into 
their favor for what would be the remainder of the opening 20 
minutes. They were not able to beat Laurent Brossoit, who 
was playing in the first game for his team in over three 
weeks. His Golden Knights were limited to just five total 
shots on goal to start the night, two of which came in the first 
3:04. 

Things started to open up more in the middle frame, with two 
goals just 57 seconds apart giving the Canes the first lead of 
the night. Nino Niederreiter put home a second effort to start 
the scoring and then Vincent Trocheck put a two-on-one with 
Andrei Svechnikov into the back of the net.  

Vegas was able to trim the lead to just one before the end of 
the second period though, taking advantage of a forced 
turnover behind Frederik Andersen. 

This sent the game into the final frame of regulation with a 2-
1 score, but the Canes would get their two-goal lead back 
8:32 in. Just five seconds into a power play, Sebastian Aho 
tipped home a Tony DeAngelo shot for his 18th marker of the 
season and the first of what would be two on the night. 

The lead held true for just over five minutes, but then within a 
span of 4:22, Vegas had made it a 3-3 game. Pete DeBoer's 
club was able to put together a third period push, scoring 
twice and forcing Frederik Andersen to come up big several 
times to keep the game from swinging in favor of the visitors. 

For the fifth time this season the Hurricanes needed 
overtime. 

In the extra frame, a mishap by two Vegas forwards forced 
their defenseman, Alex Pietrangelo, to give the puck away 
from his defending end. Svechnikov was there to pick up the 
free offering, then setting up Aho for the game-winning tally. 
The goal gave the Finnish center a bit of franchise history, 
becoming the organization's new all-time leader with his 
seventh overtime goal. 

They Said It: 

Sebastian Aho on the overtime winner: 

"Great read by [Andrei Svechnikov]. Not just reading the 
play, he won his battle there. He wanted that puck, which is 
the thing he does really well. He's strong and fast and made 
a nice play. Great pass. I had to bury that one. 

Nino Niederreiter sharing his thoughts on the importance of 
Frederik Andersen in tonight's contest: 

"Freddie's been important for us all season long. There's a 
reason why he is an All-Star goalie. Every single night he 
keeps us in the game. At the end of the day we can't always 
rely on him, so we have to make sure we put him in a 
position to be successful at all times." 

Rod Brind'Amour offering thoughts following the victory: 

"Both goalies played well. Their goalie kept them in it, I 
thought, early. Freddie, in the third period especially, made 
some big saves. Overtime, too, he made a couple there. 
That's what overtime does for you, you go back-and-forth 
there. We know he has to be one of our best players in there 
if we want to be successful and he has been all year." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Wednesday before 
flying north of the border for a Thursday meeting with 
Ottawa. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tonight was the fifth consecutive game in which 
Andrei Svechnikov recorded two points. He now 
has 36 points in 36 games this season. 

 Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho combined for 11 
shots on goal tonight. No two players had more in 
the contest. 

 Aho surpassed Jeff O'Neill with his seventh 
overtime winner tonight to become the franchise's 
new all-time leader. 

 Frederik Andersen earned his 22nd win of the year 
by making 26 stops. He has now won 11 of his last 
12 games played. 

 Teuvo Teravainen played in the contest after 
entering as a game-time decision. The forward left 
Friday's win over New York with a lower-body injury 
and did not play Saturday in New Jersey.
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Hurricanes recover, defeat Golden Knights on OT goal by Aho 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Sebastian Aho scored his second goal of 
the game with 1:11 remaining in overtime, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeated the Vegas Golden Knights 4-3 at PNC 
Arena on Tuesday. 

Aho took a pass from Andrei Svechnikov and scored on a 
wrist shot from the slot. Svechnikov beat Vegas forward 
William Carrier to a loose puck following an errant pass from 
Alex Pietrangelo. 

"He wanted that puck, and that's a thing he does really well," 
Aho said. "He's strong and fast and he made a great pass to 
me. I had to bury that one." 

Nicolas Hague scored for Vegas with 2:30 left in the third 
period to tie it 3-3, after Brett Howden cut Carolina's lead to 
3-2 with 6:52 remaining on a redirect of Shea Theodore's 
shot. 

"Obviously, they got a couple late ones, but I like how we got 
right back on in overtime," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "It was a good game. It was certainly an exciting 
overtime." 

Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck scored, and Frederik 
Andersen made 26 saves for the Hurricanes (28-9-2), who 
are 9-2-1 in their past 12. 

Nolan Patrick had a goal and an assist for the Golden 
Knights (25-15-3), who had won two in a row and seven 
straight on the road, including 1-0 at the Washington Capitals 
on Monday. Laurent Brossoit made 26 saves. 

"Playing a very good team on the other side that is almost at 
full health and rested, this was a tough game on the 
schedule for us," Vegas coach Pete DeBoer said. "Over a 
long season, it's important you find a way to get points in 
games like this. Maybe you don't deserve a point, but we 
hung around, our goalie was really good. We were 
opportunistic and got an important point." 

Niederreiter took a pass from Jordan Staal then followed his 
own shot to score on a rebound for a 1-0 lead 4:44 of the 
second period. 

"Whenever we play together, we know exactly what we have 
to do to be successful," Niederreiter said. "It's just trusting in 
one another. I think that's very key for us." 

Trocheck scored 57 seconds later to make it 2-0. Svechnikov 
passed across the slot after Derek Stepan forced a turnover 
in the neutral zone. 

Patrick scored his second of the season when he took a 
pass from Keegan Kolesar, drew the puck between his legs 
and scored on a backhand from the slot to get Vegas within 
2-1 with 1:45 left. Carolina challenged for goaltender 
interference and it was ruled Hurricanes defenseman Ian 
Cole caused Howden to contact Andersen. 

"Any goal kind of gives you a bit of confidence," Patrick said. 
"I just try to keep building, try to get better each game and try 
to contribute as much as I can." 

Aho tipped Tony DeAngelo's shot from the left point for a 
power-play goal to make it 3-1 at 8:32 of the third period. 

Andersen made close-range saves on Nicolas Roy and 
Theodore in overtime, He has won four in a row, 11 of 12, 
and is 22-6-0 this season. 

"We know he has to be one of our best players if we are 
going to be successful, and he has been all year," 
Brind'Amour said. 

NOTES: Golden Knights forward Mark Stone was minus-1 
with one hit in 19:16 after missing two games in COVID-19 
protocol. ... Vegas has taken five minor penalties two games 
in a row. ... With two assists, Svechnikov has a five-game 
multipoint streak (10 points; two goals, eight assists). ... 
DeAngelo has scored nine points (one goal, eight assists) in 
a five-game point streak. ... Staal has not scored a goal in 30 
games (Oct. 29). 
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Aho’s 2nd goal in OT lifts Hurricanes over Golden Knights 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Sebastian Aho’s second goal of the 
game 3:49 into overtime gave the Carolina Hurricanes a 4-3 
victory over the Vegas Golden Knights after blowing a two-
goal lead late in regulation Tuesday night. 

Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck scored 57 seconds 
apart in the second period and Aho had a power-play goal in 
the third for Carolina. Andrei Svechnikov’s second assist of 
the game came on the winning goal. 

“A great read by him,” Aho said. “Reading that play, he won 
his battle there. He wanted that puck.” 

Aho set the franchise record with his seventh career 
overtime goal, one more than Jeff O’Neill. It was Aho’s 
second overtime winner this season. 

The Hurricanes bounced back from one of their worst outings 
of the season three nights earlier. Frederik Andersen made 
26 saves as Carolina won for the fourth time in five games.“A 
win is a win. We’ll take those two points for sure,” Aho said. 
“That’s a quality team out there against us. Obviously, you 
don’t want to lose a two-goal lead in the third. It really didn’t 
change the way we played.” 

Nolan Patrick had a goal and an assist, and Brett Howden 
and Nicolas Hague also scored for the Golden Knights, who 
were coming off a 1-0 victory Monday night at Washington. 
Laurent Brossoit made 26 saves. 

The Hurricanes never trailed, but Howden’s goal with 6:52 
left in the third period and Hague’s score with 2:30 remaining 
allowed the Golden Knights to pull even. 

“Over a long season, it’s important to find a way to get a 
point in games like this,” Vegas coach Peter DeBoer said 
after his team fell to 5-3 in overtime games. 

The Hurricanes are 2-3 in overtime games after Aho’s team-
leading 19th goal of the season. Every other team in the NHL 
had already been in five or more OT sessions. 

“I liked how we got right back on in overtime,” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. 

The Golden Knights had won seven straight road games. 
Their next two games are at Florida and Tampa Bay, the top 
teams in the Atlantic Division. 

“We just have to hang in there these next couple of games,” 
Vegas right wing Mark Stone said. “It’s going to be a tough 
trip.” 

Carolina’s 7-4 loss Saturday night at New Jersey marked 
only the third time this season it allowed more than four 
goals. 

HELP AT HOME 

Carolina has a Metropolitan Division-leading 14 wins on 
home ice. Niederreiter is a big part of that with 10 of his 12 
goals coming at home. 

“He has been good this year,” Brind’Amour said. “He has 
been steady and that has been real important.” 

The latest win came against a Vegas team that holds a 12-5-
1 road record, among the best in the NHL. 

The Hurricanes have won 14 games apiece at home and on 
the road. 

SWITCH IT IP 

Brossoit appeared for the first time in eight games. He is 2-1-
1 vs. Carolina. 

Even though Robin Lehner logged the shutout at 
Washington, there might have been a reason he was given 
the night off. He’s 0-6-0 against the Hurricanes. 

BACK TOGETHER 

The Hurricanes had most of their roster back in place, with 
Teuvo Teravainen returning following a one-game absence 
with a lower-body injury. 

UP NEXT 

Golden Knights: At the Florida Panthers on Thursday night. 

Hurricanes: At the Ottawa Senators on Thursday night. 
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Ottawa hosts Carolina after Ennis’ 3-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (28-9-2, third in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Ottawa Senators (13-20-3, seventh in the Atlantic) 

Ottawa, Ontario; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit Ottawa after 
Tyler Ennis scored three goals in the Senators’ 5-0 win 
against the Sabres. 

The Senators are 8-10-2 in conference play. Ottawa 
averages 10.3 penalty minutes per game, the sixth-most in 
the league. Brady Tkachuk leads the team serving 66 total 
minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 13-6-1 in Eastern Conference play. 
Carolina has scored 140 goals and ranks second in the 
Eastern Conference averaging 3.6 goals per game. 
Sebastian Aho leads the team with 19. 

Ottawa took down Carolina 3-2 in the last meeting between 
these teams on Dec. 2. Alex Formenton scored two goals for 
the Senators in the victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Drake Batherson has 34 total points 
for the Senators, 13 goals and 21 assists. Formenton has 
seven assists over the last 10 games for Ottawa. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes with 44 points, scoring 19 goals 
and adding 25 assists. Andrei Svechnikov has five goals and 
10 assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Senators: 4-4-2, averaging 2.8 goals, four 
assists, 4.1 penalties and 9.7 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.8 goals per game with a .916 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 4.5 goals, 8.1 assists, 4.1 
penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving up 3.2 goals 
per game with an .896 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Senators: Erik Brannstrom: out (health and safety 
protocols), Dillon Heatherington: out (health protocols), 
Drake Batherson: day to day (lower body), Nikita Zaitsev: out 
(heel). 

Hurricanes: None listed. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus points pace progress against preseason over-unders 

By Kristen Shilton  

As of Wednesday, 20 of the NHL's 32 teams have hit the 41-
game mark, so it's the perfect time to check in on their 
progress against preseason expectations. To help tell the 
tale, we compared every team's current standings point pace 
against their preseason over-under at Caesars Sportsbook. 

Who's ahead of pace, who's falling behind, and who's right 
on track? Find out here. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Jan. 19. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 2 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Jan. 26), @ CHI (Jan. 28), vs. 
BUF (Jan. 30), vs. ARI (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 111.5 points 
Current pace: 125 points 

The Avalanche might not actually win every night. But it feels 
like they could. Other than some mediocre goaltending 
sprinkled in, Colorado's overall game is so strong, so 
consistent and so dynamic, it has managed to be even better 
than advertised. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 1 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (Jan. 27), vs. SJ (Jan. 29), @ 
CBJ (Jan. 31), @ NYR (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 98.5 points 
Current pace: 120 points 

Even the oddsmakers couldn't predict this kind of 
dominance. Florida flew out of the gate and hasn't stopped 
rising since, bolstered by superstar turns from Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Aaron Ekblad and Aleksander Barkov. It's the 
Panthers' depth, though, that might be the biggest 
difference-maker. They have so many ways to hurt you. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Jan. 27), vs. NJ (Jan. 29), vs. SJ 
(Jan. 30) 
Preseason O/U: 95.5 points 
Current pace: 122 points 

Just consider Carolina a bunch of overachievers. The 
Hurricanes are having success across the board, bringing a 
level of consistency and balance few opponents can match. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Jan. 27), vs. VGK (Jan. 29), vs. SJ 
(Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 107.5 points 
Current pace: 116 points 

Can the two-time defending Cup champions still surprise 
anyone? Apparently! Tampa is like that friend who ages 
without ever looking older. In a youth-obsessed league, the 
Lightning's top-four point-getters are 30 or older. How do you 
compete with that? 

5. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 8 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Jan. 27), vs. MIN (Jan. 28), vs. 
SEA (Jan. 30), vs. FLA (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 95.5 points 
Current pace: 114 points 

So literally no one saw Igor Shesterkin coming? Or predicted 
that Chris Kreider would pump in 30 goals by the halfway 
mark? The Rangers have surprised in a lot of ways, but how 
sustainable is their success? It's a question some have 
started asking. Count on New York to respond. 

6. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 11 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Jan. 27), vs. DET (Jan. 28), vs. 
LA (Jan. 30), vs. WSH (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 96.5 points 
Current pace: 115 points 

Among the most incredible things about Pittsburgh this 
season is that it's not Sidney Crosby or Evgeni Malkin or 
even Kris Letang driving the club's success. It's Tristan Jarry 
and Jake Guentzel and Evan Rodrigues, and combinations 
of players coming together to set Pittsburgh apart. That kind 
of teamwork can take the Penguins a long way. 

7. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Jan. 26), @ DET (Jan. 29), vs. 
NJ (Jan. 31), @ NJ (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 105.5 points 
Current pace: 114 points 

How valuable is a Vezina Trophy-caliber goaltender? 
Because Jack Campbell has to be worth a few extra wins (at 
least) for Toronto. Auston Matthews putting a slow scoring 
start behind him is also a bonus, as is Morgan Rielly playing 
his best hockey in years. And to think, the Leafs are in such 
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good standing even with their recent bad habit of coughing 
up leads. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 6 
Next seven days: @ COL (Jan. 26), @ ARI (Jan. 28), @ DAL 
(Jan. 30), vs. SEA (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 102.5 points 
Current pace: 105 points 

A lagging start certainly hasn't hurt the Bruins overall. After 
dodging a bullet last week in avoiding long-term injury to 
Brad Marchand, Boston projects to keep humming along as it 
has been in 2022, boasting a top-three points percentage in 
the league since that calendar turn. 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 7 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Jan. 27), @ TB (Jan. 29), vs. BUF 
(Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 107.5 points 
Current pace: 101 points 

If any team can outstrip its current points pace a little, put 
that money on Vegas. The Golden Knights have been an 
excellent road team this season and a mediocre one at 
home, and they are heavy on away games the rest of the 
way into spring. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Jan. 27), vs. WPG (Jan. 29) 
Preseason O/U: 92.5 points 
Current pace: 107 points 

Perhaps it was a first-round sweep by Colorado last spring 
that had people doubting the Blues. They shouldn't have. St. 
Louis came back swinging, with the one-two punch up front 
of Jordan Kyrou and Vladimir Tarasenko and some heavy-
hitting performers in Pavel Buchnevich, Torey Krug and 
Jordan Binnington. 

11. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 9 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Jan. 28), @ NYI (Jan. 30) 
Preseason O/U: 96.5 points 
Current pace: 114 points 

It was easy to underestimate Minnesota. Last summer, GM 
Bill Guerin offloaded the Zach Parise and Ryan Suter 
contracts but didn't target any standout free-agent 
replacements. Turns out, the Wild didn't need 'em. What they 
did need, and ultimately got, was a cohesive group playing to 
its strengths, with a mix of old-guard anchors and up-and-
coming dynamos. 

12. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 10 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Jan. 26), @ DAL (Jan. 28), @ PIT 
(Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 96.5 points 
Current pace: 105 points 

The Capitals are a perennial contender out of the 
Metropolitan, and with Alexander Ovechkin chasing history, 
there was no reason to bet any differently this season. But 
Washington also loves a loser point, leading the league in 
overtime and shootout losses (9). Hey, one point is better 
than none, right? 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Jan. 27), vs. VAN (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 83.5 points 
Current pace: 106 points 

The Predators have been punching up a weight class, for 
many reasons. Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg have led a 
revitalized offensive attack, Juuse Saros is an unheralded 
star in net, and Nashville gets consistent contributions on 
both sides of the puck throughout its lineup. That has added 
up in a big way. 

14. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 17 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Jan. 26), @ MTL (Jan. 27), @ 
OTT (Jan. 29), @ DET (Jan. 31) 
Preseason O/U: 72.5 points 
Current pace: 91 points 

The Ducks haven't let rebuilding hold them back from 
competing for a playoff spot. An unexpectedly strong start by 
Troy Terry, the maturation of Trevor Zegras, game-changing 
goaltending from John Gibson and continued leadership from 
Ryan Getzlaf have all combined to put Anaheim ahead of the 
curve. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 19 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Jan. 28), vs. BOS (Jan. 30), vs. 
CGY (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 97.5 points 
Current pace: 94 points 

There has been a lot to unpack in Dallas. The limited high-
end scoring production from Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin 
early was a problem. The Stars' blue line has also been in its 
share of disarray. Injuries and COVID-19 absences had an 
impact, too, but the club has also gotten some good 
goaltending from Braden Holtby and rookie Jake Oettinger. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 14 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Jan. 27), @ PHI (Jan. 29), @ PIT 
(Jan. 30) 
Preseason O/U: 84.5 points 
Current pace: 92 points 

Jonathan Quick isn't solely responsible for Los Angeles' 
hotter-than-expected start, of course. But he has been a big 
part. The 37-year-old stalwart is key to the Kings' nucleus, 
which includes a terrific Adrian Kempe, locked-in Anze 
Kopitar and always-reliable Drew Doughty. 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 18 
Next seven days: vs. VAN (Jan. 27), @ STL (Jan. 29), @ 
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PHI (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 91.5 points 
Current pace: 86 points 

Winnipeg has its moments. There are spans of the season in 
which it has played really well, followed by lulls when it is out 
of sync. Former coach Paul Maurice resigned because he 
thought Winnipeg capable of more than he could squeeze 
out of it. The Jets are still in the process of proving whether 
that's true. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 15 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Jan. 26), @ STL (Jan. 27), vs. 
VAN (Jan. 29), @ DAL (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 90.5 points 
Current pace: 98 points 

There's plenty of credit to go around for Calgary exceeding 
expectations early. There was buy-in to coach Darryl Sutter's 
system, and all kinds of star turns from Andrew Mangiapane, 
Elias Lindholm, Johnny Gaudreau and Jacob Markstrom. 
The Flames haven't been so hot since coming off their 
COVID-19 break, though. 

19. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 21 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Jan. 27), @ MTL (Jan. 29), @ 
OTT (Jan. 31) 
Preseason O/U: 98.5 points 
Current pace: 91 points 

Ah, the weight of expectations. That hasn't worked out so 
well for Edmonton. However, if the Oilers had maintained the 
dominance of their early-season run, those predictive totals 
might be blown out of the water. Such is the conundrum for 
the organization that, if nothing else, is never boring. 

20. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 20 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Jan. 27), @ CGY (Jan. 29), @ 
CHI (Jan. 31), @ NSH (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 88.5 points 
Current pace: 80 points 

Let's be honest, things could be (and have been!) a lot worse 
in Vancouver. The coaching change was inevitable, and so 
far, the hire of Bruce Boudreau has been successful. Seeing 
Quinn Hughes stand out is encouraging. J.T. Miller picked a 
good time to have a great season. Thatcher Demko has 
been a real prize. A strong second half would build a good 
runway into next season. 

21. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 23 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 27), vs. SEA (Jan. 29), vs. 
MIN (Jan. 30), vs. OTT (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 99.5 points 
Current pace: 84 points 

Turns out starting with 13 games on the road and then trying 
to break in a new building is harder than it looks. The 
Islanders won only five of their first 20 games and dealt with 
a long COVID-19-related shutdown. New York is a long way 

from where it was supposed to be, but there's a lot of hockey 
ahead of the team before this season is over. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 16 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Jan. 26), @ FLA (Jan. 29), @ 
CAR (Jan. 30), @ TB (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 80.5 points 
Current pace: 86 points 

The Sharks aren't flashy (well, Timo Meier can be), but they 
are steady. They hang in there. A manifestation of the not 
too high, not too low cliché. It's a mentality that is working for 
San Jose thus far, and the Sharks get just enough oomph 
from their stars to be unexpectedly good. But can they stay 
on pace without Erik Karlsson, now sidelined by injury until 
March? 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 26 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Jan. 26), vs. NYR (Jan. 27), @ 
MTL (Jan. 30), vs. FLA (Jan. 31) 
Preseason O/U: 76.5 points 
Current pace: 78 points 

You knew losing Seth Jones would hurt the Blue Jackets. 
Patrik Laine has been up and down, which doesn't help 
either. The Cam Atkinson-Jakub Voracek swap has worked 
out fine, though. Elvis Merzlikins is doing an admirable job in 
net, as expected. And the Blue Jackets are where we 
expected them to be. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 22 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Jan. 26), @ PIT (Jan. 28), vs. 
TOR (Jan. 29), vs. ANA (Jan. 31) 
Preseason O/U: 78.5 points 
Current pace: 82 points 

It's amazing what an infusion of young talent can do for a 
team's prospects. The Calder Trophy race this season is 
overrun with Red Wings candidates, from Lucas Raymond to 
Moritz Seider to Alex Nedeljkovic. Detroit has been slugging 
through its rebuild and must be pleased with the foundation 
in place. 

25. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 24 
Next seven days: @ TB (Jan. 27), @ CAR (Jan. 29), @ TOR 
(Jan. 31), vs. TOR (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 88.5 points 
Current pace: 70 points 

New Jersey has had tough luck with injuries, losing Jack 
Hughes early, Jonathan Bernier for the season and Dougie 
Hamilton of late. The Devils also don't score a lot, and their 
depleted defense can't make up the difference. It's a tough 
combination to overcome. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 25 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Jan. 29), vs. WPG (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 92.5 points 
Current pace: 65 points 
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Yikes. Well, we knew it was bad in Philadelphia. That margin 
between preseason and current pace is exceptionally poor, 
though. The floundering Flyers don't have many options left 
through which to salvage the season, and there's a trade 
deadline looming that could start them on a new path 
altogether. 

27. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 29 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Jan. 27), @ NYI (Jan. 29), @ NYR 
(Jan. 30), @ BOS (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 90.5 points 
Current pace: 59 points 

Further proof that no one really knew what to expect from the 
Kraken. Including themselves, probably. 

28. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 30 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Jan. 29), @ COL (Jan. 30), @ 
VGK (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 67.5 points 
Current pace: 64 points 

The Sabres have been who we thought they'd be, a team 
feeling the pinch of life without superstar Jack Eichel. Buffalo 
knew that trade was coming, though, and the emergence of 
Tage Thompson, additions of Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs, 
plus a banner first half from Rasmus Dahlin have kept the 
Sabres from falling further. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 28 
Next seven days: @ DET (Jan. 26), vs. COL (Jan. 28), vs. 
VAN (Jan. 31) 
Preseason O/U: 89.5 points 
Current pace: 72 points 

Chicago wasn't exactly pegged to compete for a Stanley Cup 
this season. Still, that brutal start that got coach Jeremy 
Colliton fired has them off track even by average preseason 

predictions. Does that lead to the Blackhawks dealing away 
a major player (or players) at the deadline? 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 27 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Jan. 27), vs. ANA (Jan. 29), vs. 
EDM (Jan. 31), @ NYI (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 75.5 points 
Current pace: 66 points 

The sportsbooks had higher hopes for the Senators. But just 
like Ottawa's faith in Matt Murray to carry the load in net, 
some beliefs don't pan out as planned. The Senators do 
have reason to be hopeful, though, namely in the growth of 
Thomas Chabot, Drake Batherson and Tim Stutzle. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Jan. 28), vs. BUF (Jan. 29), @ 
COL (Feb. 1) 
Preseason O/U: 69.5 points 
Current pace: 48 points 

Arizona was nearly a .500 team in last season's pandemic-
shortened campaign. That won't be the case this season. 
The Coyotes' best path seemed to be trying to win the NHL 
draft lottery, but even on that front, Arizona is losing ground 
to Montreal. Its next big move might well have to be a Phil 
Kessel trade. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 32 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Jan. 27), vs. EDM (Jan. 29), vs. 
CBJ (Jan. 30) 
Preseason O/U: 89.5 points 
Current pace: 46 points 

Unbelievable as it seems now, Montreal did enter this 
season fresh from a Stanley Cup Final appearance. In 2022-
23, the Canadiens are more likely to be coming off a draft 
lottery win. 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Vegas Golden Knights: Game Preview 

By Alec Sawyer  

Carolina Hurricanes (27-9-2) vs. Vegas Golden Knights (25-
15-2) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 39 
Tuesday, January 25, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Coming off an uncharacteristic performance up in Jersey, the 
Carolina Hurricanes return home Tuesday night to host the 
Pacific-leading Vegas Golden Knights.  

The Canes have been scoring goals in bunches as of late. 
Even in the loss to the Devils Saturday, Carolina mustered 
four goals. In eight games in 2022, the Canes have scored 
three or more goals in seven of them (the only exception the 
6-0 shutout loss to the Blue Jackets). 

Carolina has also scored six or more four times this month, 
including two seven-goal performances. As a whole, the 
Canes are averaging 4.6 goals per game in the month of 
January.  

Now the Hurricanes are hitting a busy stretch, as Tuesday’s 
meeting with Vegas will be Carolina’s first of four games in 
the next six days.  

As for Vegas, the Golden Knights lead the Pacific Division 
with 52 points in 42 games, though that is the lowest point 
total among the four division leaders by far. Vegas has won 
its last two games, but is just 3-3-2 since the calendar turned 
to the new year.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Golden Knights 

Record 27-9-2 25-15-2 

Goals/Game 3.58 3.40 

Goals Against/Game 2.40 2.95 

Shots/Game 33.47 34.31 

Face Off Win % 54.4% 47.1% 

Power Play % (Rank) 26.6% (5th) 21.1% (13th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.3% (2nd) 78.5% (20th) 

Category Hurricanes Golden Knights 

ES Corsi For % 55.30% 52.76% 

ES PDO 101.53 99.87 

PIM/Game 09:19 08:12 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Logan Thompson 

Record 21-6-0 0-1-0 

Save % .928 .885 

GAA 2.03 3.21 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Robin Lehner 

Record 5-2-1 17-11-1 

Save % .908 .907 

GAA 2.35 2.85 

 

Game Notes 

 Carolina is 4-3-0-0 all time against the Golden 
Knights, but the Canes are just 1-2-0-0 on home 
ice.  

 The Canes won the first meeting of the season in 
the Sin City, with Tony DeAngelo, Sebastian Aho, 
Vincent Trocheck and Seth Jarvis scoring in a 4-2 
victory.  

 Tuesday’s game will be Hockey Talks night in PNC 
Arena, as the Canes will host the special event to 
promote mental health awareness.  
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 Carolina made some roster moves Monday, 
sending Jack LaFontaine and Stefan Noesen to 
Chicago.  

 Derek Stepan, who spent the first few years of 
Vegas’ existence in the Western Conference, has 
the most points against the Golden Knights among 
any Canes player. He’s got 10 points in 12 games 
against Vegas.  

 That being said, Sebastian Aho has also had big 
success in limited meetings with the Golden 

Knights. He’s got seven points in six games, while 
Vincent Trocheck has nine points in seven games.  

 The Canes roster has plenty of players with 
brothers in the NHL, including one on Vegas. 
Brendan Smith’s brother Reilly is a forward for the 
Golden Knights.  

 Tony DeAngelo and Andrei Svechnikov are both on 
four-game assist streaks.  
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Quick Whistles: Sebastian Aho’s Continued Rise to Superstardom, Jordan Staal’s 
Remarkable Goal Drought, and Hurricanes Rankings 

By Brett Finger  

Another year, another giant leap forward for Carolina 
Hurricanes rising superstar Sebastian Aho. 

With every season, Aho has either built upon an already 
established strong suit in his game or added new wrinkles to 
an ever-growing arsenal of skillsets. 

This year hasn’t featured some sort of dramatic development 
in what he wasn’t already able to do. He was already an elite 
5-on-5 offensive producer, dynamic power-play weapon, and 
shutdown penalty killer with the ability to turn the tables and 
create offense. 

2021-22 has seen Aho build upon what he was already great 
at it, but in addition to that, he has silenced one of the only 
real negative narratives that followed him - slow starts. 

Whether it was fair or not, Aho was known for getting off to 
slow Octobers before hitting his stride and becoming one of 
the best players in the world as the season progressed. 
However, his start this year has been anything but slow as 
we near the season's midway point. 

Through 35 games, Aho has scored 17 goals and racked up 
42 points. It is his most prolific start to a season in his still 
very young career, and it is the most productive 35-game 
start to a season from a Hurricanes skater since 2005-06 
when Eric Staal had 26 goals and 51 points through 35 
games en route to this 100-point year. 

As well as he played in the early weeks of the season, he 
has, of course, ramped things up even more as of late. 

Over his last 17 games, Aho has nine goals and 24 points. 
He’s posted nine multi-point games over that span, further 
establishing himself as the leader of this Carolina offense. 

There isn’t a combination involving him that hasn’t worked. 
He consistently elevates whoever he plays with, whether it’s 
top-six forwards like Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Nino Niederreiter, and Martin Necas; depth players like 
Jordan Martinook and Steven Lorentz; or a rookie like Seth 
Jarvis, who has hugely benefited from playing next to one of 
the best players in the league. 

Not to focus too much on the past, but the Hurricanes used 
to be a team that desperately needed a star forward who 
could take matters into his own hands and be the dynamic x-
factor throughout the course of a regular season. Jeff 
Skinner showed signs of that, but those signs routinely faded 
away. 

They haven’t had that guy since Staal, who is likely to 
captain the Canadian Men’s Hockey Team in the Olympics. 

Aho is that guy. In all situations, he is this team’s leader. 

If the Hurricanes play all 82 of their games and Aho 
continues to the pace he has been on, especially over the 
last two months, he has a legitimate shot at being the first 
Hurricane to reach the 100-point mark since Staal did it 16 
years ago. 

I wouldn’t bet against him. 

The Remarkable Goal Drought 

While Aho’s production has soared, Jordan Staal has come 
crashing back down to earth this season after what is fair to 
assume was a flash in the pan in 2021. 

I’ve written numerous times about how last season was a 
conundrum. His metrics declined from years prior, but his 
point totals skyrocketed. It didn’t make much sense, but I 
always ended at the same conclusion: he worked hard for 
the team for a decade and never got the praise he deserved, 
so who cares about the metrics? He earned the results and 
recognition. 

The evening out process has been brutal for him this season, 
though. The hockey gods wanted their revenge, and they 
have gotten it. 

Staal is in the midst of a 29-game goal drought. This is the 
longest such drought of his NHL career. He hasn’t found the 
back of the net since October 29 against Chicago. 

That is his only even-strength goal of the season, and it 
happened just ten seconds after a power play ended, and 
the Blackhawks hadn’t even gotten a line change in before 
the goal. 

Since then, Staal hasn’t scored a goal across roughly 500 
minutes of ice time and has just five assists. 

So, what the hell is going on? 

Well, the very obvious standout stat is his shooting 
percentage. Last season, he scored on 15.5% of his shots 
(16 of 103), his best mark as a Hurricane. This season, he’s 
coming in at a whopping 3% (2 of 66). 

At 5-on-5, he has a 1.92 shooting percentage. Last year, it 
was 11.29%. To make matters even more confusing, he has 
39 individual high-danger shot attempts this season in 36 
games. He had just 43 iHDCF at 5-on-5 in 53 games last 
season. His average shots on goal per game at 5-on-5 have 
also jumped from 1.17 in 2020-21 to 1.44 in 2021-22. 

His offensive-zone faceoff and start rates are also higher this 
season than last. 

He has the sixth-highest individual expected goals for at 5-
on-5 among all Carolina skaters at 5.96, but he has just one 
goal. 

I’ll stop there. You get the point. 

This is just another in the long line of statistically puzzling 
seasons for Staal. He is constantly getting high-danger 
chances, but there is a forcefield surrounding opponents’ 
nets. 

His power-play usage has gone down this year, which is fair, 
considering that the team continues to bring in more talent 
on a year-to-year basis. Seven of his goals last season were 
on the man advantage, and he scored 3.07 power-play 
goals/60. Those numbers are down to one and 1.23 this 
season, respectively. 
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It hasn’t been all bad for him this year, though. His defensive 
metrics have rebounded from 2020-21, and he is still a top-
tier penalty killer. The long-standing strengths in his game 
have been on display, but the offensive production he 
brought last year is gone, and it’s probably fair to assume 
that it won’t be coming back, at least not on that level. 

Shooting 3% while generating a high rate of high-danger 
chances also isn’t sustainable, though. He won’t be on this 
drought for much longer. 

Where the Hurricanes Stand 

The Hurricanes led the league in points percentage as they 
enter a hectic portion of their season where they have a slew 
of games to make up. 

Before that, here’s where the team stacks up to the rest of 
the league in a few essential categories. 

Unsurprisingly, the team has been dominant at 5-on-5. 

 55.32 CF% (2nd in the NHL) 

 59,63 GF% (2nd in the NHL) 

 53.22 xGF% (8th in the NHL) 

 53.85 HDCF% (7th in the NHL) 

 9.49 SH% (4th in the NHL) 

 .922 SV% (14th in the NHL) 

The most significant standout stat on that list is the team’s 5-
on-5 shooting percentage, which lands in the league's top-
five. 

If you’re familiar with the Hurricanes, you know that they’ve 
routinely found themselves scoring way below expected. The 
influx of high-skill players has made this turnaround happen, 
and it justifies the early days of Rod Brind’Amour’s tenure 
with the team when the club couldn’t score enough despite 
generating near-league-most chances. 

I don’t think anyone needed me to point out that 
Brind’Amour’s system works, though. 

The power play has put up equally impressive numbers. 

 26.6 PP% (5th in the NHL) 

 23.17 xGF (18th in the NHL) 

 68 HDCF (17th in the NHL) 

 17.34 SH% (3rd in the NHL) 

 31.11 HDSH% (3rd in the NHL) 

 4:49 PPTOI/GP (15th in the NHL) 

The same story carries over to the power play, where the 
Hurricanes are excellent at converting on high-danger 
scoring chances. 

This is also an interesting divergence from the norm for the 
team, though. They aren’t producing chances at an 
extraordinary rate, but when they do, they’re scoring. 
Though, if they got more power plays and didn’t score so 
often on those power plays, it would be fair to assume that 
they’d be getting more scoring chances overall. 

Those are categories where it’s not so bad to be towards the 
middle of the pack—actual results reign supreme on the 
power play. As long as you’re scoring, no one cares about 
anything else. 

The same line of thinking also goes to the penalty kill. 

 88.3 PK% (2nd in the NHL) 

 6:20 SHTOI/GP (most in the NHL) 

 19.15 xGA (8th in the NHL) 

 18.2 xGF% (1st in the NHL) 

 60 HDCA (9th in the NHL) 

 20 HDCF (1st in the NHL) 

 .887 SV% (7th in the NHL) 

 .730 HDSV% (24th in the NHL) 

As good as Carolina’s power play is, I’d argue that their 
penalty kill is the real shining star of their special teams units. 

Their seemingly decades-long perfect streak got broken 
recently, and they have since been less effective as a unit, 
but that doesn’t take away from how great they’ve been all 
year, especially under the pressure they’ve experienced. 

The Hurricanes’ penalty kill is the most-used group in the 
NHL, and it isn’t even close. That is a problem that has 
plagued the club for several years now, and if this continues 
into the postseason, I believe it will be the thing that kills 
them yet again. They have to be better disciplined. There’s 
no way around it. 

But let’s stay in the present. 

What’s so impressive isn’t even the goal suppression, which 
on its own is remarkable. Instead, it’s the power kill, perhaps 
the most defining characteristic of the team’s penalty kill. Aho 
is the critical player in that philosophy and ranks among the 
best penalty killers in hockey because of it. 

A 60 to 20 high-danger shot attempt differential for a penalty 
kill is absolutely bonkers. It’s ridiculous. It puts so much 
pressure on opposing power-play units and throws a 
massive wrench into the way they want to operate. 

On the whole, what makes this team so good is their ability 
to play at a high level in every area of the game. It’s so hard 
to play to a team’s weakness when they have so few of 
them, and that’s what other teams have to deal with when 
they play the Hurricanes. 

 

 

Aho, Andersen shine in OT win over Golden Knights 
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By Alec Sawyer  

Sebastian Aho is a superstar.  

The Canes won a thrilling game over the Pacific-leading 
Vegas Golden Knights Tuesday night in PNC Arena, beating 
Vegas 4-3 in overtime on an Aho game-winning goal.  

Aho’s winner was his second of the game, as Carolina 
bounced back from two blown two-goal leads to get two 
points in the extra period. Nino Niederreiter and Vincent 
Trocheck both scored in the second period after a ho-hum 
first, with Aho adding a third-period tally on the power play. 

For Vegas, Nolan Patrick used a brilliant individual effort to 
cut a 2-0 deficit to 2-1, while Brett Howden and Nicolas 
Hague scored two straight late in the third to overcome a 3-1 
deficit and force overtime.  

Along with Aho, Frederik Andersen was spectacular between 
the pipes for the Canes. He stopped 23 of 26 shots faced, 
making some incredible saves in overtime to keep Carolina 
alive. Laurent Brossoit was good for Vegas as well, making 
25 saves in a losing effort.  

The first period was, well, boring. The teams entered the 
locker rooms without a goal, with the Canes up 11-5 in shots 
and 14-7 in scoring chances. Both teams killed off a penalty 
in the first, and nothing other than Andrei Svechnikov hitting 
the post really happened.  

Carolina had some energy coming out of the locker room, 
and the Canes finally broke through for the game’s first goal 
just under five minutes into the second period.  

The line of Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast did 
some great forechecking, and it led to a chance in close for 
Niederreiter, who was initially denied on the near post by 
Brossoit. Niederreiter stuck with it, though, smacking in a 
puck that slipped away from the net-mouth scramble.  

Less than a minute later the Hurricanes made it 2-0, with 
some fantastic play off a line change leading to a Trocheck 
goal. Svechnikov collected the puck the second he stepped 
on the ice, skating it into the zone and threading a primary 
assist across to Trocheck for the score.  

Both teams had some chances in the next few misses, with 
Vegas hitting the post and Martin Necas missing a wide-
open net.  

The Golden Knights cut the lead in half late in the second 
period, as Patrick unleashed an absolutely filthy move to 
beat the Canes’ defense and score. 

Rod Brind’Amour challenged for goaltender interference, but 
it was determined that Ian Cole caused Brett Howden to take 
out Andersen. The Canes did kill off the delay of game 
penalty, though. 

The Hurricanes got a golden opportunity early in the third as 
Alex Pietrangelo was called for a double minor for high 
sticking, but Carolina couldn’t capitalize. Teuvo Teravainen 
took a slashing penalty less than a minute into the 
Pietrangelo penalty, shorting the advantage to two minutes 
and splitting it up.  

Neither team scored during the extended special teams 
segment, though Vegas certainly came close in the seconds 
after things went back to even strength. 

A little bit of indecisiveness by Andersen, but he makes the 
stop. 

Carolina got another power play later on in the third period, 
and this time took advantage immediately. Aho won the 
offensive-zone faceoff and then camped himself in the 
shooting lane, redirecting a blast from DeAngelo just five 
seconds into the man advantage to make it 3-1.  

But from there, things went the Golden Knights’ way in 
regulation.  

Howden got in Shea Theodore’s shooting lane and 
redirected a shot to make it 3-2, and then Hague unleashed 
a laser with 2:30 to play and forced overtime. Right before 
the horn sounded, Martin Necas nearly did the spectacular, 
though.  

Take a look: 

Martin Nečas just dangled through the entire VGK team and 
nearly scored in the dying seconds. Unreal skill. 
pic.twitter.com/oQsWttIOsG 

— Alex Ohári   (@FutureCanes) January 26, 2022  

In the extra period, the teams exchanged some marvelous 
chances and some spectacular saves, with both Andersen 
and Brossoit making big stops before the eventual Aho 
winner with just over a minute remaining  

The Canes will get back on the ice Thursday in Ottawa, 
looking to carry some momentum from this big overtime win 
north of the border.  
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Aho on overtime win over Vegas 

By Alec Sawyer  

Things didn’t go exactly according to plan Tuesday night for 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who let a 2-0 and 3-1 lead slip 
away, but all is well that ends well.  

The Canes beat the Vegas Golden Knights 4-3 in overtime, 
thanks to a game-winning goal from Sebastian Aho, his 
second of the night. Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck 
also scored for the Canes, who got a great performance in 
net from Frederik Andersen as well.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Niederreiter 
and Aho spoke with members of the media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On how he feels after that win: I feel great. It was a good 
game. We had a little lull there, but I thought it was a great 
game. Entertaining. Good finish, obviously. Two points.  

On the season Niederreiter is having and on his depth 
scoring: You need it, obviously. Everyone always talks about 
it, getting contributions from everybody. If we want to go 
where we want to go, we’re going to have to have it. We’re 
going to need everyone scoring at times. He’s been good 
this year. He’s been steady. That’s real important.  

On the Jordan Staal, Niederreiter, Jesper Fast line: They 
were good. [Staal] was a big factor on that goal. Really it’s 
tough to find anyone that wasn’t good. We played really 
solid. The first period was great. We came out and did 
everything we needed to. Should have been probably ahead, 
couple of weird bounces there. We got ahead. Obviously 
they got a couple late ones, but I liked how we got right back 
on it in overtime. It was certainly an exciting overtime.  

On Andersen’s performance: Both goalies played well. Their 
goalie kept them in it, I thought, early. Freddie at the end 
there, third period especially, made some big saves. 
Overtime made a couple there. When we had our chance go 
that way. That’s what overtime does for you. It goes back 
and forth there. We know he has to be one of our best 
players if we’re going to be successful, and he has been all 
year.  

On Svechnikov’s big night: He’s been great. I didn’t get him 
out there that much through two periods, and it was just 
weird how that was working out. I was like ‘I’ve got to get him 
out there more. Obviously in overtime I kept asking him if he 
was alright, and he kept giving me the nod. You could tell he 
was definitely playing well. 

Nino Niederreiter 

On playing with Staal and Fast and on Staal’s contributions: 
He’s been in the league for so many years. He knows he’s 
just got to stay with it and the bounces will come. He’s just a 
force. Even if he’s not getting on the scoresheet, he does so 
many little things right. That’s what makes him a great 
leader. Whenever we have a chance to play together, we 
know exactly what we have to do to be successful. We trust 
in one another that we’re doing our jobs. I think that’s very 
key for us.  

On Andersen’s performance: Freddie has been important for 
us all season long. There’s a reason why he’s an All-Star 
goalie. Every single night he keeps us in the game. But at 
the end of the day, we can’t just always rely on him. We’ve 
just got to make sure we put him in a position to be 
successful all the time.  

Sebastian Aho 

On getting the win in overtime: A win is a win. We’ll take 
those two points for sure. That’s a quality team out there 
against us. Obviously you don’t want to lose a two-goal lead 
in the third, but it really didn’t change the way we played. We 
just got right back at it, and obviously it’s a good win in OT.  

On his game-winning goal: Great read by [Andrei 
Svechnikov]. He won his battle there. He wanted that puck, 
which is the thing he does really well. He’s strong and fast. 
He made a nice play, great pass to me. I had to bury that 
one.  

On Andersen’s performance: Huge. In OT and the whole 
night and whole year, he’s been great for us. He just keeps 
us in the game every night. That’s pretty much all you can 
ask from the goalie.  
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Luck of the Danish: Andersen anchors Canes in OT win over Vegas  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

Defense has not been the Carolina Hurricanes’ strong suit as 
of late, but goaltender Frederik Andersen held firm in net 
while center Sebastian Aho solidified a 4-3 overtime victory 
over the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday, Jan. 25. 

Coming off a 7-4 defeat at the hands of the New Jersey 
Devils on Jan. 22, the Canes (28-9-2) were defensively 
tested by the Golden Knights (25-15-3) who averaged 3.41 
goals per game heading into the contest. On the flip side, 
Andersen is one of the best goalies in the league and he 
showed exactly why that is the case with several key saves 
to stave off a Vegas comeback. 

“Both goalies played well,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “Their goalie kept them in it early and then 
Freddie at the end there, [in the] third period especially, 
made some big saves. Overtime, made a couple there. … 
We know he has to be one of our best players if we're going 
to be successful and he has been all year.” 

After an uneventful first period, the Canes jumped out to an 
early 2-0 lead in the second period. Right wing Nino 
Niederreiter exhibited some crafty net-front presence, 
combining with right wing Jesper Fast to break the deadlock. 
57 seconds later, right wing Andrei Svechnikov set up center 
Vincent Trocheck on an odd rush to double Carolina’s lead to 
2-0. 

This is beautiful hockey pic.twitter.com/NMXUnqAjjp 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 26, 2022 

“[Svechnikov] was great,” Brind’Amour said. “I didn't get him 
out there that much…it was just weird how it was working 
out. And I'm like ‘I gotta get him out there more.’ … You 
could tell he was definitely playing well.” 

The defensive woes finally came to the surface later in that 
period. Chaos around the Canes net put Andersen out of 
position and unable to stop Nolan Patrick from burying the 
rebound. Despite a challenge for goalie interference by 
Brind’Amour, the Canes went into the second intermission 
with only a one-goal lead. 

Aho converted the only power play goal of the evening in the 
third period, a redirect off defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s shot 
from point that beat Golden Knights goaltender Laurent 

Brossoit. With a multi-goal lead entering the final 10 minutes, 
it was the perfect time for Vegas to stage a comeback and 
attempt to spoil the Canes’ night. 

A defensive breakdown allowed Brett Howden a free look at 
goal, which he seized to cut the Hurricanes lead back to one. 
With 2:30 left in regulation, an unmarked Nicolas Hague tied 
it up with a top-shelf bullet. Despite a spectacular solo effort 
by center Martin Nečas in the dying seconds of regulation, 
Brossoit made the save to send the game to overtime. 

With overtime on the docket, it was once again Andersen’s 
time to shine. The Golden Knights engineered an early two-
on-one rush, threatening to complete the comeback, but 
Andersen smothered the opportunity with a glove save. 

pic.twitter.com/FkuyOGKdKH 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) January 26, 2022 

A few minutes later, Aho ensured that Carolina did not go to 
its first shootout of the season with an overtime winner. 
Svechnikov created a turnover in the Vegas zone and dished 
the puck to Aho who smashed the shot past Brossoit to seal 
the deal. 

The Sensational Sebastian Aho 
pic.twitter.com/pvRx8YLm5N 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 26, 2022 

“[It was a] great read by him,” Aho said. “Not just reading that 
play, he won his battle there and he wanted that puck which 
is the thing he does really well. He’s strong and fast and just 
made a nice play. Great pass to me and yeah, I had to bury 
that one.” 

With the OT victory, the Canes maintained pace in the 
Metropolitan division, sitting third in points and first in points 
percentage. On the individual level, Aho’s win-clinching goal 
was the seventh overtime winner in his career, making the 
Canes’ all-time leader in that stat. 

The Hurricanes will head north of the border for the first time 
in over a month to take on the Ottawa Senators on Thursday, 
Jan. 27. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257714318.html 

https://theathletic.com/3092111/2022/01/26/hurricanes-vibe-check-overtime-dramatics-sebastian-ahos-franchise-record-and-is-it-time-for-a-change-
on-d/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/ahos-2nd-goal-lifts-hurricanes-over-knights-in-ot/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-canes-back-in-action-tonight-against-the-golden-knights/20098595/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-aho-scores-overtime-winner-in-victory-over-vegas/c-330191494 
https://www.nhl.com/news/vegas-golden-knights-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-329947202 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-vegas-golden-knights-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-41b7a6fce8baa4bce74e53d1b9924e55 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-ontario-canada-68a69432d747479ba74ac392bb9d9248 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33145245/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-points-pace-progress-preseason-unders 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/25/22900680/carolina-hurricanes-vs-vegas-golden-knights-game-preview 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/25/22899259/quick-whistles-sebastian-aho-superstar-jordan-staal-goal-drought-carolina-hurricanes-rankings-
nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/25/22901736/aho-andersen-shine-in-ot-win-over-golden-knights 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/25/22902021/they-said-it-brindamour-niederreiter-aho-on-overtime-win-over-vegas 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/luck-of-the-danish-andersen-anchors-canes-in-ot-win-over-vegas/article_f769cdf2-7e62-11ec-ab6d-
8717e5702e9c.html 
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Sebastian Aho’s overtime goal gives Hurricanes victory over Vegas 
Golden Knights 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

The game had gone to overtime Tuesday and tempers were growing 
short as the Carolina Hurricanes and Vegas Golden Knights went at each 
other. 

There was a scuffle behind the Carolina net that even Canes goalie 
Frederik Andersen left the crease to join. There was more pushing and a 
shove just after that before a faceoff in the Carolina zone as the Canes’ 
Andrei Svechnikov and Vegas’ William Carrier jostled each other and 
exchanged glares. 

If it was a test of wills, the Hurricanes won it 4-3. Svechnikov soon picked 
off an Alex Pietrangelo pass near the Vegas blue line and found 
Sebastian Aho breaking to the net for the winner with 1:11 left in the OT 
at PNC Arena. 

The Golden Knights, seeking an eighth consecutive road victory, had 
fought back from a two-goal deficit in the third period for a 3-3 tie to get to 

overtime. But Aho’s second goal of the game decided it for the 
Hurricanes (28-9-2). 

“It was a great game, entertaining,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Good finish, obviously.” 

A 7-4 loss Saturday to the New Jersey Devils was ugly and stung, but the 
Canes rebounded by beating one of the NHL’s best teams, one that 
leads the Pacific Division. 

Rookie goalie Jack LaFontaine started the Devils game, but Andersen 
was back in net Tuesday and his usual calm self in winning his 22nd 
game. The Golden Knights (25-15-3) tied the score on goals by Brett 
Howden and then defenseman Nicolas Hague late in regulation, but 
Andersen made a save on a Nicolas Roy shot in overtime as the Golden 
Knights had a two-on-one.. 

The Canes had contributions from many. Nino Niederreiter and Vincent 
Trocheck scored rapid-fire goals in a 57-second span early in the second 
period for a 2-0 lead, and a power-play goal by Aho in the third made it 3-
1 before the Golden Knights made a push. A night after a 1-0 road win 
over the Washington Capitals — Robin Lehner in net — the Golden 
Knights weren’t lacking late-game energy. 

“A win is a win and we’ll take those two points for sure,” Aho said. “That’s 
a quality team over there. Obviously you don’t want to lose a two-goal 
lead in the third but it really didn’t change the way we played. We got 
right back at it and got a big win in the OT.” 
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Aho, who will join Andersen in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, scored his 
18th and 19th goals of the season. Niederreiter scored his 12th and 
Trocheck picked up his 10th and the fourth in the past five games. 

Jordan Staal’s line, with Niederreiter and Jesper Fast on the wings, 
played a heavy game and Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s fourth line was active. 
The defensemen did their jobs and the Canes killed off all three Vegas 
power plays. 

Svechnikov was all over the ice, threatening to score, getting a game-
high six shots, playing with an edge, and his two assists extended his 
point streak to five games. 

“In overtime I kept asking him ‘Are you all right’ and he kept giving me the 
nod,” Brind’Amour said. 

Aho noted Svechnikov first won a battle for the puck with Carrier, then 
made a “great read” on the pass as Aho beat goalie Laurent Brossoit for 
the winner. 

“He wanted that puck and he’s strong and fast,” Aho said. “He made a 
nice play and a great pass to me. I had to bury that one.” 

The Canes had the better chances in a scoreless first period, Svechnikov 
hitting the post on a Carolina power play. Andersen faced just five shots 
and the Canes quickly cleared the defensive zone. 

The Canes’ first goal came after Staal, appearing quicker and more 
active this game, and Fast put shots on net, Fast keeping the puck alive 
in front of Brossoit. Niederreiter, to Brossoit’s right, had an opening and 
scored at 4:44 of the period. 

An alert play by Derek Stepan on a line change led to the second Canes 
score. The forward made a play on the puck as he went to the bench, 
getting it to Svechnikov, who set up Trocheck with a well-placed pass for 
the score. 
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GARRIOCH: Senators get three from Ennis and blank Sabres, but 
Batherson leaves with injury 

While the Senators picked up their second straight win with a 5-0 victory 
over the Buffalo Sabres in an empty Canadian Tire Centre, the club may 
be without top forward Drake Batherson for an extended period. 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Senators 5, Sabres 0 

The two points the Ottawa Senators earned Tuesday night looked easy, 
but they came with a high price. 

While the Senators picked up their second straight win with a 5-0 victory 
over the Buffalo Sabres in an empty Canadian Tire Centre, the club may 
be without top forward Drake Batherson for an extended period after he 
suffered a left ankle injury. 

The Senators finished the game without the all-star winger, but were led 
by a hat trick from Tyler Ennis while Batherson and Alex Formenton also 
chipped in. 

Matt Murray was solid with his 14th career shutout and his first since 
April 22, 2021 by making  32 stops in the victory. Ennis completed his 
three-goal effort with 29.3 seconds left in the game. 

An upset Ottawa coach D.J. Smith said Batherson won’t be able to 
attend the NHL all-star game. 

Taken out by Buffalo goalie Aaron Dell, Batherson hit the boards 
awkwardly, had to be helped to the room and didn’t put any weight on the 
leg. It’s a situation where the player isn’t expecting any contact from the 
goalie. 

It was a dangerous play by Dell and the Senators were livid he wasn’t at 
least penalized on the play. You can be certain he’ll be getting a call from 
the department of player safety and a suspension is warranted. 

“It’s unfortunate for him. The kid has a chance to go to his first all-star 
game, it’s a bad play by (Dell) and he’s done it before,” said Smith. “It’s a 
bad play and it’s unfortunate. A young kid isn’t going to be able to go to 
an all-star game and it’s ridiculous. 

“It’s interference. He wasn’t in the path of the goalie and, at the last 
second, the goalie steps back and hits him. When I come in and I see 
replays of him doing it other times and running out to hit other players, 
you know it’s a pattern. It’s unfortunate because our best, leading scorer, 
is going to be out a significant amount of time on a play that didn’t need 
to happen.” 

Smith said he is hopeful the league will throw the book at Dell. 

It wasn’t a hockey play, and Austin Watson tried to send a message to 
Dell in the second period, but it’s difficult for any team to settle scores. 

“It’s very unfortunate and it was unnecessary,” said Ennis. “I watched it 
and everyone can see it was unnecessary. It’s a shame because 
everybody can see Drake has been playing great and he was our best 
player.” 

Dell came to his own defence. 

“I was just trying to buy some time for my defenceman and step into his 
lane. I hope he’s all right. I wasn’t trying to hurt anybody,” Dell said. “That 
sucks. I really didn’t want to hurt anybody. I hope he’s all right.” 

Give Murray credit, he did a solid job as the Senators picked up their first 
win at home since Dec. 11. There were times he was called on to make 
key saves through the first two periods. 

“It was a great, all-around team game. That team over there is young, but 
they’re extremely dangerous,” said Murray. 

The club has played nine of its past 10 on the road and came into this 
one with a 5-10-0 record at home. That has to improve and the Senators 
will play 13 of 16 in Ottawa, but it’s hard to get momentum when there’s 
no one in the seats. 

Still, this is the kind of effort the Senators need on a nightly basis. 

This was gutsy because the Senators pretty much played the whole 
game without two forwards. That meant everybody up front saw a lot 
more playing time than they’re used to getting, and that could be the 
case for a while. 

The Senators took control of this game in the second when they outshot 
the Sabres 17-11. The club only scored one goal in that period, but didn’t 
give up much and refused to allow the Sabres up off the mat. 

Perhaps no forward on this team is better than Formenton and he sealed 
the victory when he gave the club the four-goal lead after 40 minutes. 

He has 15 points in his last 15 games and scored his eighth of the 
season at 11:15 of the second by beating Dell on the stick side. On an 
odd-man rush with Stuetzle, they embarrassed Dell and had him going 
the wrong way. 

The Senators pulled out to a 3-0 lead after the first period. 

While the Sabres looked like they’d opened the scoring, the goal was 
called back because the whistle had blown after centre Dylan Gambrell 
went down at the other end of the ice. That opened the flood gates for 
Ottawa. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 26, 2022 

 

Ennis, who hadn’t scored in 29 games, potted two in the first. His second 
came with 1:12 left when he picked up a rebound and fired it home to 
give the Senators the three-goal lead. 

Batherson was credited with the second goal at 17:11 when Buffalo 
blueliner Mattias Samuelsson put the puck into his own net. Stuetzle’s 
shot to start the sequence clipped Batherson’s skate before Samuelsson 
fired it home. 

Taken out along the boards by Rasmus Dahlin, Gambrell, who has been 
an effective player for this team, also didn’t return. The Senators will 
have to bring in reinforcements from Belleville on Wednesday. 

The Senators will host the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday. 
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Senators owner Eugene Melnyk says capacity limits will be challenged 

"They're misinformed and they're miscalculated. They should be 
challenged and they will be challenged." 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Eugene Melnyk looked around the empty Canadian Tire Centre on 
Tuesday night and shook his head. 

“It’s my first game with empty seats,” the Senators owner told this 
newspaper in the first period of the visit by the Buffalo Sabres. “It’s sad. I 
don’t know who the people are that come up with these rules. 

“They’re misinformed and they’re miscalculated. They should be 
challenged and they will be challenged.” 

This was the club’s second straight game against the Sabres with no 
fans and this is the start of four straight at home. The Senators were 
allowed to have 500 fans starting Monday, but they will play 11 games at 
home before restrictions are lifted to 50 per cent capacity on Feb. 21. 

Representatives of the Maple Leafs Sports and Entertainment, who own 
the Toronto Maple Leafs and NBA’s Toronto Raptors, are in talks with the 
province to try to get the capacity limits lifted. They were led to believe 
the restrictions wouldn’t be this tight and they’d start with 25 per cent 
capacity. 

The Senators aren’t even sure they’ll bother to sell 500 seats for the 
Connor McDavid visit with the Edmonton Oilers on Monday because it 
may not be cost-effective with the organization already losing millions to 
play with nobody in the seats. 
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Senators know Olympics Games will be good for Jake Sanderson’s 
development 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Canada’s Dylan Cozens (left) leaps as he is checked by USA’s Jake 
Sanderson at the world junior hockey championship last year. 

The Ottawa Senators are looking forward to seeing Jake Sanderson on a 
big stage at the Winter Olympics in Beijing. 

There was no chance the Senators would have stood in the way of this 
opportunity for the No. 5 overall selection in the NHL draft. 

The competition will be good and the stakes will be high when the 
University of North Dakota defenceman suits up for Team USA. 

Team Russia will be made up of pros from the Kontinental Hockey 
League while Germany will have several players from the Deutsch 
Eishockey Liga. Canada, Finland and Sweden should be decent as well. 

Ottawa general manager Pierre Dorion couldn’t be happier for Sanderson 
to get this chance. 

“For a younger player, of his calibre, this is going to be a valuable 
experience,” Dorion said. “He’ll play against more grown men, it will be a 
fairly good pace and he’ll be getting international experience at a high-
intensity competition. It’s a great thing for him and his development 
curve. 

“It’s not going to be NHL-calibre players but anybody who has seen the 
European league first-hand knows it’s pretty good hockey. What we tend 
to forget is that’s it’s fully-developed men playing at a high level. It’ll be at 
a level where it’s very good.” 

This is a chance for Sanderson to take his game to another level. 

“It’s great development for him,” said Ottawa chief scout Trent Mann last 
week while on a trip to Muskegon, Mich. “That can only help him coming 
in to play in the NHL. 

“We interviewed Quinn Hughes in his draft year and he had just come 
back from playing for Team USA at the world championships and to hear 
him talk about his experience and the growth of his game in that short 
window of time, the way we know Jake it will help him be more ready for 
his transition to the NHL.” 

These games will be high-pressure because every one is meaningful. 

“It’s going to be really good, quality hockey,” Mann said. “No, there’s not 
going to be any (Sidney) Crosby or (Alex) Ovechkin, but it’s still higher-
level hockey and for young guys there’s an opportunity to grow their 
game. 

“It’s a chance to be around pros that have been through things and see 
how they handle certain situations. It’s going to be high-intense and you 
can only learn from those. Jake is the type of kid that will soak everything 
up.” 

Once the Olympics are over, Sanderson and the Senators have put a 
path forward in place. 

“We know the plan, he knows the plan and it’s very simple: He’s going to 
go to the Olympics, he’s going to finish this season at the University of 
North Dakota and hopefully lead them to a national championship,” said 
Dorion. “After that, he’s going to join the Ottawa Senators.” 

Two years at college is enough to prepare Sanderson for this step and 
he’s ready to play in the NHL right now. 

“Wherever Jake is playing he’s going to continue to get better,” Mann 
said. “And, he’ll use those experiences for him to get better. It’s part of 
the process for him right now but it’s time for him to move onto the next 
challenge.” 

Sanderson said he’d be interested in suiting up for Team USA at the 
world junior championship if it’s rescheduled to this summer. Right now, 
Hockey Canada and the IIHF are discussing dates anytime between 
June, July and August after the event was cancelled. 

“Having the opportunity to win a gold medal at the world junior is pretty 
special but there’s some other factors that go into it, especially when the 
tournament is going to happen. We’d have to take that into account,” said 
Sanderson. 

Dorion said that’s a “bridge we’ll cross if it happens.” 
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Right now, the focus for Sanderson is on bringing home gold from 
Beijing. 
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Senators prospect Jake Sanderson pinching himself about having the 
chance to go to the Olympics 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Jake Sanderson is willing to take on any role his coaches need him for at 
the Beijing Olympic Games. Team USA will face host China on Feb. 10 
to begin the round-robin. 

Jake Sanderson has a rare opportunity to chase gold for the second time 
in less than a calendar year next month. 

This will help ease the pain of the way the last attempt ended. 

Selected No. 5 overall by the Ottawa Senators in the 2020 NHL draft, the 
19-year-old University of North Dakota was captain of Team USA when 
the IIHF world junior championship got shut down last month in 
Edmonton and Red Deer because of a COVID-19 outbreak. 

Only a couple of hours after getting word the tournament was being shut 
down, American general manager John Vanbiesbrouck took Sanderson 
along with teammates Matty Beniers and Brock Faber aside at their hotel 
in Red Deer to invite them to be part of the Olympic team in Beijing. 

It goes without saying they had a hard time hiding their excitement. 

“There was only a few guys left in the meeting room and John 
Vanbiesbrouck pulled us aside to tell us,” Sanderson told Postmedia in a 
telephone interview from Grand Forks last week. “We were just excited. 

“We were laughing, we were thinking ‘There’s no way’ this is just crazy. 
The three of us were just jumping up and down, we were hugging each 
other and we pretty fired up.” 

Like everybody else, USA Hockey had to pivot when the decision was 
made by the NHL and the NHL Players’ Association not to go to the 
Olympics. The roster is made up of 15 NCAA players, eight Americans 
playing pro hockey overseas, and two players in the American Hockey 
League. 

Sanderson is among eight defencemen invited to take part by his 
country. 

Before accepting the invitation, Sanderson spoke with his father Geoff, 
who played 1,100 games in the NHL, along with his mother, Ellen. 

The next call was to UND head coach Brad Berry to make sure it was OK 
to be away from the program for a month at a pivotal time of year. 

“Brad was definitely one of the first people I spoke with about it. I called 
him a couple of days after because I just wanted him to know what was 
going on,” Sanderson said. “A couple of days after that I told my team 
what my plan was going to be. 

“The group was nothing but supportive and that’s all I could ask for.” 

This was something that Sanderson didn’t want to pass up. We’ve seen 
in the last two years of this pandemic that anything can change and 
second chances don’t always come along in life. Getting the opportunity 
to go to Beijing is something nobody wanted to miss. 

You could hear the disappointment in the voices of Edmonton superstar 
Connor McDavid and Tampa Bay’s Steven Stamkos when the 
announcement the league would play on in February. The outrage from 

Boston’s Brad Marchand was real and raw in the hours after the decision 
was made. 

Yes, Sanderson has the upside to be a big-time player in the NHL and 
he’ll only be 23 years old in 2026, but four years is a long time from now. 
Who even knows if the league will shut down then to attend? A lot can 
change and the league may still be trying to recover financially then. 

This really could be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

“Exactly, and I took that into account,” he said. “This is something that 
you can’t pass up. Having the chance to go the Olympic Games is pretty 
cool. There’s no many people on the earth who get the chance to say 
that.“It’s definitely something that I wanted to do, but at the same time it’s 
a bummer that I’m missing some time with my team at North Dakota. 
They’ve been very understanding of the situation.” 

The Fighting Hawks are scheduled to play four games while Sanderson 
is chasing gold with Team USA. That could change because UND was 
just shut down for a week and had two games postponed due to COVID-
19. 

He wasn’t one of several players that contacted the virus so Sanderson 
was able to keep himself busy during the pause by working out at the 
club’s facility and he was able to skate. 

As a good teammate, he also made sure those who were in self-isolation 
had everything they needed and offered to bring groceries in case 
anyone was short. 

That’s not only an example of leadership, it’s also a reason why Ottawa 
general manager Pierre Dorion talks so much about having good 
character players in the organization. 

Before the world junior got under way, Providence College coach Nate 
Ewell, who led the Americans at the tourney, called Sanderson the best 
defenceman outside of the NHL. He went into last weekend with six 
goals and 22 points in 17 games with the Fighting Hawks. 

Those who watch a lot of college hockey say he can control that game at 
the NCAA level but he doesn’t take risks. He knows what he can do, 
when he can do it and the impact it will have. Scouts like to call it Hockey 
IQ and it sure sounds like Sanderson has a lot of that. 

He has been pleased with his year at North Dakota so far. 

“It’s been pretty good. There’s been some ups and downs with our 
group,” Sanderson said. “We’ve run into some good teams and we’re a 
very different team this year compared to last year. 

“We’ve lost a lot of guys. I feel like we’re getting better every single day 
and we’re just trying to build more chemistry. I think we’ll have a shot at 
winning a national championship which is exciting.” 

The Senators offered Sanderson the opportunity to come out of school 
last spring, but he politely declined. He didn’t get to have the full college 
experience last year because UND played in a bubble and campus life 
wasn’t anything close to what it’s this season. 

“That was definitely a factor,” he said. “I’m glad I did come back this year 
just to play in front of a full house and to play in that rink in front of some 
of the best fans. The people here so passionate about their hockey and 
it’s so much fun playing a home game. 

“I came back to win a national championship. North Dakota is a winning 
program and they want to win all the time. That’s kind of what I’m about 
as a person too. All those things lined up for me.” 

Former New York Rangers coach David Quinn will be behind the bench 
for Team USA at the tourney. The Americans will meet in Los Angeles 
next week to head overseas to Beijing and the team will face host China 
Feb. 10 at 8:10 a.m. EST to begin the round-robin. 

“I’m not really sure what my role is going to be there and there’s going to 
be a lot of great players there,” Sanderson said. “I’m confident in my 
abilities and I know what I can do on the ice. If I’m given power play time, 
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I’m going to make the most of that and I’ll do my best job on the penalty 
kill. 

“Whatever role I play over there, I’ll just be happy to be there and make 
the most of the opportunity I’m given. I think it’ll be the best hockey I’ve 
played in my career so I’ll have to adjust some things. I’m just excited to 
get a chance to play with these players and work with these coaches.” 

Ottawa Sun LOADED: 01.26.2022 

1197757 Ottawa Senators 

 

SNAPSHOTS: Nick Paul gives an assist to youth mental health initiative 

For every point Paul gets this season, he'll donate $150 to the cause and 
the Senators Community Foundation will match that. 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

On Bell Let’s Talk Day, Nick Paul is lending a hand for mental health. 

The Ottawa Senators winger announced Tuesday he’s launching the 
“Points for Paul” initiative in conjunction with the club’s community 
foundation for the Royal Ottawa Foundation for Mental Health. 

For every point Paul gets this season, he’ll donate $150 to the cause and 
the Senators Community Foundation will match that. Heading into the 
visit by the Buffalo Sabres, Paul had six goals and nine points, which 
means he’s already raised $2,700 for the Royal Ottawa. 

He started this fundraiser while playing for the OHL’s North Bay 
Centennials after losing a close friend to suicide and wanted to continue 
it in the NHL. 

“He was a guy I joked with every day, everything seemed normal, then 
the next day he didn’t come in, I thought he was sick, and then the next 
day he didn’t come in and the news came out he’d taken his life,” Paul 
said before facing the Sabres. 

“It’s something that stuck with me and affected me. I knew as I climbed 
through the ranks of the OHL, AHL and NHL, I wanted to do something 
about it. I wanted to be a voice and I wanted to spread awareness on it. 
You never know what people are going through, especially with COVID-
19, it’s just about having awareness and showing people it’s OK.” 

Paul sits on the board of the foundation at the Royal Ottawa and wants to 
do what he can to help youth mental health. He has always been a 
supporter of the Do It For Daron initiative. 

“If you can’t donate, the way you can help people is just be supportive 
and open and being receptive. Learning what mental health and being 
there for people is definitely doing the same part,” Paul said. 

If all goes well, Paul wants this initiative to grow. He’d like to raise money 
by having a ball hockey game. 

“It’s outside, kids love grabbing a stick in the summer and playing 
around,” Paul said. “I’d just like to make a couple of teams and have a 
big event. That’s kind of my dream.” 

The road to the NHL hasn’t been easy for Paul and there have been 
several highs and lows along the way. He has cleared waivers three 
times during his career and knows what a struggle it can be mentally. 

“I’m in a profession where it’s not easy and your mental health takes a hit 
sometimes,” Paul said. “My struggles with going up and down, doubting 
myself and thinking I’m not good enough. Working through it, and seeing 
the support that I got and where I was able to communicate. 

“I was able to express and vent what that did for me and how that 
bettered my game, my life and everything around me. People try to hide 
it and deal with it themselves. You just want to be there for them.” 

An unrestricted free agent this summer, Paul would like to put down roots 
in the community. His fiancée, Janessa Shaw , works at CHEO and they 
bought home here last summer. 

Paul indicated he wants to stay here. 

“I love Ottawa,” Paul said. “We love being here, it’s become home for us. 
We want to be here and we want to be in the community. My contract’s 
up, but that’s for my agent and the team. They know where I stand on 
things. 

“When it comes to summer time, my fiancée will be here and we’re going 
to try to be active in the community.” 

OFF THE GLASS 

Centre Colin White was on the ice with his teammates, but didn’t take 
any contact. He’s recovering from shoulder surgery and won’t be back 
any time soon, but he’s improving. “It was good to have Whitey back and 
it’s good energy for the guys,” said coach D.J. Smith . “It’s a good sign. 
You get out there, you’re practising with the guys and you’re certainly a 
heck of a lot closer. Now, it’s just clearance from the doctors and how 
long. It’s been a tough year for him being out as long as he has.” … 
Former Ottawa goalie Craig Anderson didn’t make the trip, but he’s 
closing in on a return from a neck injury. “We’re hopeful that Craig is able 
to return, potentially before the all-star break,” said Sabres coach Don 
Granato . “He’s making a push for that. We’re still looking at that day by 
day. That’s not etched in stone that will happen, but he’s taking an 
aggressive approach. We’ll see how it goes.” The Senators will face the 
Sabres on Feb. 24 in Buffalo. 

THE LAST WORDS 

Defenceman Erik Brannstrom was placed in COVID-19 protocol Tuesday 
and Lassi Thomson was recalled from Belleville. 

The plan is to give Thomson a chance to suit up in the club’s five games 
before the all-star break to see how he looks. 

“He was coming up regardless. We wanted to have another look at him,” 
said Smith. “By all accounts, he’s been really good down there and we 
wanted to get him up and have a look at him to see where he was 
compared to the stretch of games he played before this.” 

Belleville had the weekend off and Thomson went for a skate on an 
outdoor rink in Toronto with teammate Roby Jarventie . 

“That was a lot of fun. That was a big thing for me growing up,” Thomson 
said. “We did that every day.” 
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Drake Batherson’s injury overshadows dominant Sens victory: ‘It was 
unnecessary and dirty’ 

 

By Ian Mendes Jan 26, 2022 

 

D.J. Smith should have been in an upbeat mood at the podium Tuesday 
evening. 

The head coach just watched his team pull off the most lopsided shutout 
win of his tenure behind the Ottawa bench, a 5-0 beatdown of the Buffalo 
Sabres. 
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And there were plenty of positive storylines to focus on beyond the final 
scoreboard. 

Tyler Ennis scored a hat trick just a few days after he was made a 
healthy scratch. Matt Murray made 32 saves to post a shutout, continuing 
his run of solid play. 

Alex Formenton and Tim Stützle combined to score a highlight-reel goal 
on a two-on-one play that showcased their speed and skill. 

And Brady Tkachuk even managed to tie a single-game franchise record 
by registering an astonishing 12 shots on goal. 

But none of those things were on Smith’s mind when he sat down at the 
podium and delivered the news that Drake Batherson would be out for an 
extended period after an ankle injury in the first period Tuesday. 

“Our best, leading scorer is going to be out for a significant amount of 
time on a play that didn’t need to happen,” Smith lamented. 

The play in question occurred in the final minute of the first period, when 
Buffalo netminder Aaron Dell ran interference against a forechecking 
Batherson. The Sabres goalie shoulder-checked an unsuspecting 
Batherson and sent him careening into the end boards, where he 
suffered the injury to his left ankle. Batherson lay on the ice for several 
seconds, then required assistance to leave the playing surface, unable to 
place any weight on his left leg. 

DRAKE BATHERSON WAS FORCED TO LEAVE THE GAME AFTER 
BEING HIT BY AARON DELL. PIC.TWITTER.COM/T6T66C6GDJ 

— SPORTSNET (@SPORTSNET) JANUARY 26, 2022 

Smith was initially willing to give Dell the benefit of the doubt and chalk it 
up to an accidental play with a catastrophic result. But the Senators head 
coach then walked into his office Tuesday evening and was shown more 
instances of the Sabres goaltender making contact with forwards outside 
of his crease. And it was clear Smith was then not willing to use the word 
“accidental.” 

“I didn’t know anything about it, but after I came in, I see replays of him 
other times and running out and hitting players. And you know it’s a 
pattern,” Smith said. “It’s a bad play by the goalie. And he’s done it 
before.” 

In all likelihood, Smith was shown the same replays that were flying 
around the social media feeds of most Ottawa fans Tuesday night. The 
first instance is from less than two weeks ago, when Dell left his crease 
and came charging toward Nashville forward Eli Tolvanen. Dell was 
assessed a minor penalty for interference on this play. 

AARON DELL HITS TOLVANEN ALONG THE BOARDS AND GETS 
CALLED FOR INTERFERENCE PIC.TWITTER.COM/9P6XFRO8AX 

— MAIN TEAM (@MAINTEAMSPORTS2) JANUARY 14, 2022 

The other example came from a preseason game in September 2019, 
when Dell was a member of the San Jose Sharks. In this instance, Dell 
makes contact with Mark Stone in a manner that seems awfully 
reminiscent of his hit on Batherson. Dell was not penalized on this play. 

PIC.TWITTER.COM/QR8OOONJFA THE ANSWER IS… MAYBE 
HTTPS://T.CO/ZMC78QKUVF 

— KARLSSON DEFENSE ATTORNEY (@SNIPECITY420) JANUARY 
26, 2022 

After that game, Vegas goalie Marc-Andre Fleury called Dell’s contact 
with Stone “sneaky and dirty.” 

On Tuesday, Dell’s counterpart in Ottawa echoed similar sentiments, 
saying that opposition forwards like Batherson are never bracing 
themselves for contact when they come near a goaltender. 

“I don’t like calling out other goalies, but they’re not expecting to get hit 
by a goalie. Just like when a goalie comes out to play the puck, you can’t 

hit him,” Murray said. “I just thought that was a dangerous play that turns 
out to be a really unfortunate result.” 

As Dell spoke to reporters Tuesday evening, he explained the play from 
his vantage point. 

“I was just trying to buy some time for my defenceman and step into 
(Batherson’s) lane. I hope he’s all right. I wasn’t trying to hurt anybody,” 
Dell said. 

The Senators will undoubtedly appeal to the NHL’s Department of Player 
Safety to levy some sort of supplemental discipline against Dell this 
week. Buffalo’s next game is not until Saturday in Arizona, so there are a 
few days for this process to play out. Finding a precedent for a goalie 
suspension on a play like this might be difficult, however, considering 
there aren’t many instances in recent history when a goaltender has 
faced supplemental discipline for an altercation with an opposing skater. 

Ottawa netminder Ray Emery did receive a three-game suspension 
during the 2006-07 season for this slash to the face of Montreal forward 
Max Lapierre. 

Tkachuk, the Senators’ captain, vehemently but unsuccessfully lobbied 
the officials for a penalty on the ice. And when the game ended, Tkachuk 
took his frustrations to the postgame podium, expressing his dismay at 
the situation with colourful language. 

“It definitely sucks. Quite frankly, it was just a bullshit play,” Tkachuk said. 
“It was unnecessary and dirty.” 

Some Ottawa fans are likely wondering why these spirited comments did 
not translate into actual on-ice retribution against Dell — or another 
member of the Sabres. The Senators took a handful of minor penalties 
against the Sabres after the incident, with an Austin Watson slashing 
penalty inside the Buffalo crease coming the closest to resembling in-
game retribution. 

Smith acknowledged that if Dell played another position, he likely would 
have been in line for some payback. “Any other player in the game that 
does that, you have to go out there and face the music,” Smith said. 

But because Dell is a goaltender, Smith encouraged his players to 
proceed with caution. 

“In today’s NHL, I don’t think you can be running goalies over. I think 
you’ll be suspended for a significant amount of time and then you’re not 
playing,” Smith said. “You trust the league will do their thing.” 

But even if the Department of Player Safety does levy some form of 
punishment, it will pale in comparison with the loss the Senators will have 
to endure in the weeks ahead. While Smith was unable to provide a 
prognosis for Batherson’s injury, he did indicate that the situation was 
serious enough that Batherson will miss the NHL All-Star Game 
festivities in Las Vegas next weekend. 

“It’s unfortunate thing that a young kind is not going to be able to go to an 
All-Star Game. It’s ridiculous,” Smith said. 

The All-Star Game could have provided a brighter stage and a national 
audience for Batherson’s talents. He wasn’t merely a token invitee to the 
festivities, fulfilling the obligation to have at least one Ottawa player 
represented. Instead, the 23-year-old earned his way to the honour by 
producing 1.10 points per game this season, a rate higher than such 
stars as Stone, Cale Makar and Vladimir Tarasenko. 

An educated guess would be that Tkachuk or Josh Norris will serve as an 
All-Star Game replacement for Batherson, but that really a secondary 
concern for the Senators. They’ll need to figure out how to replace the 
offensive catalyst who helps drive their top line. Batherson has provided 
a primary assist on 10 of Norris’ team-leading 18 goals. 

Per Natural Stat Trick, the Batherson-Norris-Tkachuk line has outscored 
the opposition 21-13 when it’s on the ice at five-on-five this season. But 
when Norris and Tkachuk are playing without Batherson, they’ve been 
outscored 9-3. 
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Batherson had moved down to play with Stützle and Formenton this 
week, so Norris and Tkachuk were already getting acclimated to life 
without their silky-smooth right winger. But with Connor Brown also 
sidelined by a broken jaw, Ottawa’s right side has become perilously thin 
as we approach the midway point of their season. 

For now, a short-term solution would likely see Zach Sanford retain his 
spot in the top six. And with Ennis fresh off a hat trick, it’s reasonable to 
surmise his role will be expanded while he’s carrying a hot stick. The 
Senators could also opt to recall Egor Sokolov from the AHL, as he’s 
riding a hot streak, too. The right winger has collected five goals over his 
past five games for Belleville, so this could be an excellent opportunity to 
give him another taste of NHL action. If the Senators are looking at 
replacing Batherson’s role strictly from an offensive standpoint, Sokolov 
would probably check a lot of boxes. 

But no matter how the Senators try to fill the spot, it’s impossible to 
imagine a scenario where they are as dangerous on the offensive attack 
without Batherson in their lineup. He’s been their best player and 
consensus MVP so far. 

“It’s a shame because Drake has been playing so great. A lot of nights, 
he’s been our best player,” Ennis said. “So we’re going to have to have 
guys step up in different roles and fill his shoes. And until he gets back, 
we have to elevate our games.” 
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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 17 Ottawa Senators 

 

By Scott Wheeler Jan 25, 2022  

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

There isn’t a prospect pool in the NHL that has seen more turnover since 
the release of the 2021 edition of this project than the Senators’ has. 

A year ago, when I ranked the Sens’ pool near the very top of the league, 
their group included Tim Stutzle, Drake Batherson, Josh Norris, Shane 
Pinto, Alex Formenton, Logan Brown, Vitali Abramov and Joey Daccord. 
The first four of those names were four of Ottawa’s top-six ranked 
players. Those eight names accounted for 40 percent of the list in total. 

Since, five of them have graduated, one has been traded, another was 
selected in the expansion draft, and the other graduated due to age and 
left to return home to Russia. So in that way, they’ve been successful in 
what prospect pools are meant to do: develop and then promote talent 
from within. 

But the result, due to a combination of those graduations and a 2021 
draft class where none of the six players selected have exceeded 
expectations this season, is a Senators pool that is thinner than it has 
been in years. 

This Senators pool is propped up into the league’s middle third by Jake 
Sanderson (one of the game’s top prospects), a group of players who 
project into the middle of an NHL lineup, and a more pronounced thinning 
out than seen in the upper-echelon prospect pools they were apart of this 
time last year. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 3 (change: -14) 

1. Jake Sanderson, LHD, 19 (University of North Dakota) 

At 19, he’s one of the best players in college hockey. He’s going to play 
in the Olympics. Then he’s going to play NHL games this spring. Things 
are going about as well as you could hope for Jake Sanderson, and 
really have been since about midway through his draft year. Sanderson 
is an athletically gifted, pro-sized defenceman who skates at a high level, 
defends among the best prospects outside the NHL with his stick and 
gaps, and just has a rare presence about him. He’s going to be an 
excellent transition player (going both ways), his constantly-improving 
play and comfort with the puck has elevated his game offensively to 
heights I didn’t think he’d reach. He always had the ability to lead exits 
and entries in control and blend his power and mobility to snuff out 
opposing rushes the other way. Now he’s more ambitious with the puck 
and he’s making finesse plays inside the offensive zone more 
consistently, which gives him the power play upside that distinguishes 
No. 1 defensemen from No. 2 defensemen. He’s still not the most 
creative or purely gifted player with the puck (he’s not going to put up 
Cale Makar or Adam Fox levels of production) but his instincts and 
grade-A tools in virtually every other area more than compensate and he 
looks like he’s going to be a three-zone monster. I’ve very much looking 
forward to watching him at the Olympics. 

2. Erik Brannstrom, LHD, 22 (Ottawa Senators/Belleville Senators) 

This is a tricky one because I know the odds Brannstrom lives up to his 
potential are shrinking with each day, I know his limitations, I know how 
the Senators staff perceive him, I know he’s hit a bit of a wall, and I know 
his age. And if I wanted to protect myself from looking bad, I’d move him 
down further. But this project is supposed to be about how I see a player, 
regardless of most of the noise. I’m supposed to factor in things like age, 
but I’m not supposed to let how they fit within their own organization 
impact what I think they are capable of. And despite his limitations (which 
I also care about), I see Brannstrom as the second-most talented player 
in the Sens organization and I still believe in different circumstances he’d 
be more successful at this point in his career than he is. He’s 5-foot-10 
without being a dynamic skater. He’s an offensive defenceman without 
having a heavy point shot. And there are some physical limitations to his 
game in board battles and box outs. I know those things, too. But he’s 
got a strong age-adjusted track record at every level he has played at 
below the NHL and I think he has been a better defensive player at those 
levels than he gets credit for. He also does things that many of the 
Senators’ defensemen struggle with: He problem solves out of his own 
end, gets the puck into the hands of his forwards, and then makes things 
happen through seams and space inside the offensive zone with his feet, 
hands, poise, finesse and passing touch. And despite how long it feels 
like he has been around without making the jump full-time, his 
September birthday helps re-centre where he’s at. I still believe he’s 
capable of leading a third-pairing, making more happen in the opposing 
end than he gives up in his own, and running an NHL power play. And I 
think if he could get consistent reps in that kind of a role, progression into 
something slightly more as a No. 4 instead of a No. 5/6 isn’t out of the 
question. 

3. Ridly Greig, C/LW, 19 (Brandon Wheat Kings) 

As the captain on a mediocre Wheat Kings team this year, Greig has 
proven he can create his own offence in the WHL, which has 
strengthened an already-strong case as a projectable up-and-down the 
lineup but primarily third-line player at the NHL level. If you’re a fan of the 
Wheat Kings or the Senators, he’s an easy fan favourite for his fast, 
feisty, physical, high-energy forechecking style as someone who involves 
himself in the game and gets the most out of himself from shift to shift. As 
an opposing player, fan or coach, he’s easy to dislike as a player who 
has been known to cross the line. As an evaluator, he reveals himself as 
a driven, up-tempo forward of equal parts skill and work ethic who can 
play centre and the wing. He’s defined by his tenacious, fiery approach, 
which gives him a pretty safe projection as depth forward. But he can 
make plays in traffic, his wrister is accurate (though I wouldn’t say it’s 
threatening from long range), he’ll surprise a junior defender with a soft 
pass through a layer or two, he’s willing to attack and try things, and he 
almost never looks to cheat or play selfishly within that game. He’s also 
an August birthday, which gives him some real runway to continue to add 
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elements offensively and get stronger (which he’ll need to do to play his 
style as effectively at the pro level as he does in junior). 

4. Jacob Bernard-Docker, RHD, 21 (Ottawa Senators/Belleville Senators) 

This is where the list really begins to widen (I debated slotting all of the 
players ranked 4-9 here in about any order you could imagine). So 
consider the first three names in pen and the next few in pencil before we 
round out the list in pen at the tail end again. JBD’s game has always 
been better than his statical profile, which can make a player more 
difficult to explain to the non-diehard reader who isn’t in tune with his 
game. His game doesn’t have a ton of dimension to it but it also doesn’t 
really have any holes in it. His wrister comes off his blade hard and he 
does a good job crossing over through his footwork to place it through 
lanes or take space off the blue line. He’s a heads-up outlet passer who 
can stretch the ice. He plays through layers reasonably well as a passer. 
His stride is fairly powerful, pushing him through neutral ice to join or 
occasionally lead rushes. And then defensively, he’s an extremely 
impressive one-on-one defender, funneling carriers to the outside and 
playing physically on gaps at the right time. He’s also sound positionally 
within his own zone, rarely chasing the play or losing his man in 
coverage. He lacks power-play upside at the pro level but I see solid two-
way value as an efficient No. 4-5 defenceman who can defend good 
players and penalty kill. He’s just an effective hockey player. 

5. Tyler Boucher, RW, 18 (Ottawa 67’s) 

There is a lot to like about Boucher. Ask the folks with USA Hockey, or 
even the ones at BU after he left midseason, or any of the NHL teams 
who interviewed him last year, or his new billets in Ottawa with the 67’s, 
and they’ll all tell you about the same thing. Mature (physically and 
emotionally). Intelligent. Articulate. Polite. Ripped. The list goes on. He’s 
a good kid who is already built like an NHLer, hits like a truck, gives it his 
all between whistles, and plays with power. But between last year’s knee 
injury, how high he was picked out of it (far too high), his play as a 
freshman (which included suspension trouble and an introduction to a 
team that battled all sorts of injury issues), his decision to sign his entry-
level deal after just one semester, and the ongoing uncertainty around 
the OHL’s schedule now that he has joined the 67’s, and it just feels like 
he is being set up to fail. He’s got more skill than we saw at BU but it’s 
going to be hard for him to live up to where he was drafted at this point. I 
suspect he gets things back on the rails in the OHL, shows his hybrid 
heavy-skill game, gets to the front of the net, makes plays off the cycle, 
scores some clean goals with his hard shot, gets confident again, and 
gets back on track to his projection as a complementary power forward at 
the next level. But I wouldn’t expect an NHL player who plays like a No. 
10 pick and his development needs to be handled accordingly by the 
Sens moving forward. If they try to rush him, they may regret it. 

6. Roby Järventie, LW, 19 (Belleville Senators) 

One of my favourites in the Senators’ pool, Jarventie just turned 19 in 
August and already has an established track record as a first-line forward 
in the second-tier Mestis and a top-nine forward in both Liiga and the 
AHL. Despite his productivity this season in his first full year in the AHL, 
he’s also been the victim of some bad puck luck and is probably owed 
another few goals (which checks out in terms of his low shooting 
percentage and some of the chances I’ve seen him create that just 
haven’t gone in). The strength of Jarventie’s game has typically been his 
ability to play through contact and leverage his big (6-foot-3), strong 
frame in puck protection to get to his spots offensively. But improvements 
to his acceleration and a more refined game on the perimeter have 
helped fuel his progression. He’s got a nifty release for a bigger player 
and the power you’d expect (it’s not explosive but he can finish around 
the slot). He handles the puck with comfort and confidence. He has 
added a bit of a gear to his stride and doesn’t look quite as stilted as he 
used to. And his game has softened to match his finesse with his size-
strength package. If he can continue to improve in those areas, he’ll be 
an effective complementary contributor at the NHL level. 

Here’s some of that soft, small area skill that is so present now. Jarventie 
has made a lot of little plays like this one this year: 

7. Egor Sokolov, RW/LW, 21 (Belleville Senators) 

Sokolov’s an impossibly likable kid with a unique makeup as a player. 
He’s an extremely heavy (222 pounds, which is actually down), 6-foot-3 
winger who stays over pucks, plays through bumps, holds onto pucks 
more than you might expect, and works his way off the wall to the slot to 
drive into his powerful wrister, get open, or pounce on rebounds with 
surprising skill in tight. He’s extremely hard to push off possession, he’s a 
huge presence on the cycle and in front of the net, and then he’ll place a 
puck into a tiny hole from a tough angle or play a puck through sticks to 
himself or a teammate. Sokolov’s biggest NHL obstacle has always been 
his skating, which can look a little sluggish. And while he’s definitely 
never going to be fleet of foot, I think his other tools probably make him a 
depth NHLer anyway. 

8. Lassi Thomson, RHD, 21 (Ottawa Senators/Belleville Senators) 

After a disappointing season last year, I’ve liked what I’ve seen of 
Thomson in the AHL this year, where he has been effective at both ends 
and looking to attack off the line to score (which he can sure do!). His 
underlying NHL results this season are among the worst in the league 
but he’s not alone in that group on Ottawa’s defence and he’s still got 
some real pro qualities. Thomson plays an aggressive style (on both 
sides of the puck, with and without it) that comes with some warts and his 
fair share of mistakes, but he’s a tough, shot-threat, what-you-see-is-
what-you-get player who is capable of leading a rush (though his 
decision making within that can be suspect and he relies more on instinct 
than processing), has value physically, defends well man-to-man and 
along the wall (though his reads do occasionally burn him), and has 
always been more well-suited to the North American ice and style. 

9. Mads Søgaard, G, 21 (Belleville Senators) 

Søgaard’s one of my favourites and I debated ranking him as high as 
fourth here. He was my third-ranked goalie ahead of the 2019 draft 
(behind Spencer Knight and Dustin Wolf) and my ninth-ranked NHL 
goalie prospect in the NHL last summer. He’s a towering, 6-foot-7 goalie 
(one of the biggest in professional hockey right now) who lets the odd 
goal sneak through his body, can look a little gangly in the net, but 
actually moves extremely well, has filled out his frame and has 
developed some impressive control (which is pretty rare for goalies his 
size). He also gets into his butterfly quickly to close every big goalie’s 
biggest hole (their five-hole) and has some power to his game to make 
stretch saves when he has to. When all of that is matched with his 
impressive track record across multiple levels, including now the AHL, it’s 
hard not to see real NHL upside in his game. Because of how raw he 
was not that long ago, continued reps before promotion are important. 
I’m using a little goalie caution in this ranking even still but not every kid 
in front of him on this list is going to become a full-time NHLer and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he surpasses them to become an NHL goalie. 

10. Tyler Kleven, LHD, 19 (University of North Dakota) 

Kleven is another player, like Boucher and a couple of the other players 
who follow on this list, who when you divorce where he was drafted (too 
high) from who he is as a player, you can come to a middle-ground 
conclusion on where he fits into the fold as a potential low-event, 
defence-first penalty killer who can play alongside a more mobile, 
modern type. He’s huge and his skating isn’t an issue, which is half the 
battle. His good athleticism for his size has always made him noticeable 
on the ice and intriguing as a prospect. But there are also some warts 
there that can be exploited, including sloppy pivots turning back on 
pucks, hands that can look stilted and force him into turnovers under 
pressure, a penchant to take a lot of penalties, and a game that can 
oversimplify to a fault where he’s making the first play he sees too often. 
When he doesn’t keep his feet moving, he can get burned and lose some 
of the defensive value his length, strength and bullish physicality 
otherwise provide. His point shot rattles off his stick, though, and I’ve 
seen improved instincts with the puck these last two years, so there is 
some value outside of his defensive game there. 

11. Leevi Merilainen, G, 19 (Kingston Frontenacs) 
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Merilainen hasn’t been as prolific in Kingston’s net as some expected he 
would be this season but he has been better than his numbers suggest 
too. He’s a quick, competitive, active-in-the-net, light-on-his-feet goalie 
who thrives moving one-on-one with shooters (whether that’s in tight on a 
deke or in the shootout) but still needs to build out his 6-foot-3 frame and 
tighten up some of his control to make sure that fewer mid-danger shots 
sneak through his body. 

12. Maxence Guenette, RHD, 20 (Belleville Senators) 

After finishing out his junior career as a big-minute player on a top team 
in Val d’Or, Guenette has transitioned to effective AHLer pretty 
seamlessly. I’ve never watched him and come away feeling like he 
played poorly. He’s a smooth skater who pivots and changes directions 
smoothly, using his light stride to evade pressure, turn back on pucks, 
and defend the rush. He can keep up with quick forwards defensively, 
playing controlled gaps and picking his spots to step up. And while he 
doesn’t play with a flair offensively, more consistent habits with the puck 
and enough skill to advance and sometimes create plays could give him 
value as a depth two-way defenceman. His handedness and 6-foot-2 
frame don’t hurt his odds either. 

13. Parker Kelly, C/RW, 22 (Belleville Senators) 

Imagine your lunch pale fourth-line forward and you’ve got Parker Kelly. 
Sometimes evaluations of these guys are complex and layered, and 
there’s grey area. With Kelly, there really never has been. He has always 
been — and always will be — a checking, defence-first forward who 
makes good decisions, plays hard inside give-and-gos, but lacks skill. 

14. Angus Crookshank, LW, 22 (Belleville Senators) 

Crookshank still hasn’t played this season after undergoing knee surgery 
in the fall but he impressed me enough in his introduction to the AHL last 
season to warrant inclusion here. He’s an energizing, engaged, up-
tempo, smallish (5-foot-10, 181 pounds) player who plays to the inside, 
works to stay in the heat of the battle, and has decent overall skill in short 
bursts between battles. There was a belief he was going to be in the call-
up conversation this year and the injury sets back that timeline, and I do 
wonder if he tops out as a AAAA guy, but he and the Sens are working 
toward a potential bottom-six future for him. 

15. Viktor Lodin, C/LW, 22 (Timra IK) 

After finishing 19th in the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan in scoring last 
season (which was fourth among under-22 players and fourth on Timra), 
Lodin has continued to play well with his now-promoted team in the SHL 
(where, again, he’s fourth on the team in scoring). I’ve got mixed feelings 
about what Lodin’s game might look like in North America, though (I 
worry it tops out as a good AHLer). He’s at his best when he’s playing 
fast and hard and using his size and skill to play physical without the 
puck and deceptive with it. He’ll make some plays you don’t expect out 
on the perimeter. When he’s keeping his feet moving and looking to get 
off the wall, he’s an effective playmaker to the middle whose hands have 
got him onto the highlight reel before. But he has never been much of a 
finisher or shooter and I think he has benefitted from his linemates these 
last two years, which leaves me with some skepticism considering his 
age. 

16. Zack Ostapchuk, LW, 18 (Vancouver Giants) 

Ostapchuk is a raw, 6-foot-3 winger who plays an intense, net-driven 
game that is complemented by quick hands and good feel in the dirty 
areas around the net or in the corner. But he has never been a top 
offensive player (even dating back to his minor hockey days playing 
behind Dylan Guenther and Matt Savoie), he doesn’t process the game 
particularly well, he’s neither a natural scorer or playmaker, and I have 
serious reservations about whether those pieces can be developed 
enough to make the most out of his other tools. Plays like this, where he 
drives down ice and makes a quick play at the top of the crease to finish, 
are why the Sens drafted him (how about Bruins prospect Fabian Lysell 
with the one-man exit into a beautiful pass too?): 

17. Ben Roger, RHD, 19 (Kingston Frontenacs) 

It’s worth noting while I have been (and am) very critical of the Roger 
selection, the Senators weren’t the only team that liked him (though they 
were, from my conversations, higher on him than even the teams that 
were fond of him). He came up multiple times as a sleeper in my scout’s 
survey before the draft. And while his handedness, size, decent mobility 
and athleticism suggest a pro makeup and make him an effective 
defender against the rush and the cycle in the OHL, I have major 
reservations about whether he’ll be able to execute under the pressures 
that come with high levels barring huge steps forward in his game. I won’t 
be shocked if he plays in NHL games, which keeps him relevant here. I 
will probably be surprised if he’s good in them though. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Senators’ pool divides into four tiers for me. There’s Jake Sanderson 
alone at the top as the Sens’ lone A-grade prospect. From 2-3, I have 
Erik Brannstrom and Ridly Greig in a second group as B-plus prospects. 
Then there’s the bigger cluster from 4-9 of B prospects and a final group 
from 11-17 that fit into a C-plus (give or take) percentile. 

1 

Jake Sanderson 

LHD 

19 

North Dakota 

2 

Erik Brannstrom 

LHD 

22 

Ottawa/Belleville 
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Ridly Greig 

LW 

19 

Brandon 

4 

Jacob Bernard-Docker 

RHD 

21 

Ottawa/Belleville 

5 

Tyler Boucher 

RW 

18 

67’s 

6 

Roby Jarventie 

LW 
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9 

Mads Sogaard 

G 

21 

Belleville 
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19 
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22 

Belleville 

14 
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LW 

22 

Belleville 

15 
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LW 

22 
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16 
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LW 

18 
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17 

Ben Roger 

RHD 

19 

Kingston 
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Devils hammered by Joe Pavelski, red-hot Stars 

 

By Associated Press 

 

Joe Pavelski had two goals and two assists, and the Dallas Stars 
extended their winning streak to four games with a 5-1 victory over the 
New Jersey Devils on Tuesday night at Prudential Center in Newark. 

Roope Hintz scored for the fourth straight game and rookie Jacob 
Peterson got his eighth goal as Dallas swept its four-game road trip. 
Braden Holtby made 36 saves to improve his career mark against New 
Jersey to 18-4-3. 

Jesper Bratt scored his fourth goal in the last three games for New 
Jersey, which is 1-5 in its last six. 

“I think they know what their strength is: It’s keep the puck out of the 
danger areas. Every puck went deep,” Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. 
“They kept the puck below the goal line and they waited for us to make 
some mistakes. We made a few, made a few right off the bat.” 

Devils top goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood was placed on injured 
reserve earlier in the day with a heel injury and rookie Akira Schmid got 
the start after being recalled from Utica (AHL). 

Roope Hintz (No. 24) celebrates with his Stars teammates after scoring a 
goal in the Devils’ 5-1 loss as dejected goalie John Gilles looks down at 
the ice. 

“It was a good team effort,” said Pavelski, who assisted on Jani 
Hakanpaa’s empty-net goal at 17:35 of the third period. “Guys were 
chipping in this road trip, which was huge for us with all the scoring we 
got from different lines and timely goals, and that’s what you need to do 
along the way and that needs to continue.” 

The winning streak has put the Stars right in the hunt for a playoff spot at 
roughly the halfway point of the season. 

“It was a great win. Anytime you’re playing back-to-back, you always 
know it’s a challenge when the other team is sitting there waiting for you,” 
coach Rick Bowness said. “They’ve got a lot of speed and a lot of skill. 
So, very proud of the guys the way they dug in tonight.” 
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Michael McLeod (left) punches the Stars’ Luke Glendening during the 
Devils’ 5-1 loss. 

Pavelski, who extended his point streak to six games, beat Schmid just 
14 seconds after the opening faceoff with the first shot of the game. 

Jason Robertson outworked Devils defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler 
behind the net and found Pavelski between the circles for a quick shot 
that beat the screened goaltender. 

Peterson stretched the lead to 2-0 at 9:45, beating Schmid in close after 
taking a pass from Alexander Radulov. 

Pavelski closed out the three-goal opening period by tipping Miro 
Heiskanen’s shot past Schmid at 16:48 for his 19th goal. 

Ruff changed goalies after Schmid gave up three goals on seven shots in 
the first period. Jon Gillies took over in the second, but the move 
backfired when Hintz scored 15 seconds in for a 4-0 lead. 

Bratt spoiled Holtby’s bid for his first shutout of the season with his 14th 
goal off a feed from Jack Hughes. New Jersey has scored a power-play 
goal in a season-high five straight games. 

“At different pockets of the game we were decent, but overall I just think 
they outplayed us the whole game,” Devils defenseman Damon 
Severson said. “Not good for us, for sure, tonight. It was not a fun game.” 
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Sharks’ Erik Karlsson has surgery to repair muscle tear, out long term 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 
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Defenseman Erik Karlsson will be out of the Sharks’ lineup for at least 
the next several weeks after he had surgery Monday to repair what the 
team described as a small muscle tear in his left forearm. 

Karlsson, 31, had the surgery in San Jose and will be reevaluated in mid-
March, the Sharks said, although the team did not say when the two-time 
Norris Trophy winner could potentially return. Karlsson’s most recent 
game was last Thursday in Seattle. 

Karlsson is fifth on the Sharks with 26 points in 33 games and his 
extended absence comes just as the team is trying to stay in the Western 
Conference’s playoff race. 

The Sharks (21-19-2) enter Tuesday tied for fourth place in the Pacific 
Division with the Calgary Flames. The Sharks, Flames and Dallas Stars 
all have 44 points and are tied for the second wild-card spot in the west, 
although Calgary and Dallas both have multiple games in hand. 

The Sharks are also about to start their most difficult road trip of the 
season with four games against some of the NHL’s best teams. 

After Wednesday’s game against the Washington Capitals, the Sharks 
play the Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday and 
Sunday, respectively. The trip concludes next Tuesday against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. All four teams entered Tuesday in the top 10 in the 
NHL’s overall standings. 

“We’re just trying to win our next game,” Sharks captain Logan Couture 
said. “Once you start to look way too far ahead, that’s when you get in 
trouble.” 

Karlsson is third among all Sharks skaters with an average of just over 
23 minutes of ice time per game and he leads the team with eight power-
play assists this season. 

Karlsson did not play Saturday in the Sharks’ 7-1 loss to the Lightning. 
Coach Bob Boughner said before the game that Karlsson had been 
dealing with the injury for some time and that he would soon meet with 
doctors to determine the next course of action. 

The Sharks are scheduled to play 16 games from now until March 12, as 
the team has a 12-day break between games from Feb. 2-13. Nine of 
those games are against Pacific Division teams. 

The Sharks are 1-3-1 in their last five games but are a surprising 5-3-1 
this season without Karlsson in the lineup. Karlsson and three other 
Sharks defensemen missed six games from Oct. 30 to Nov. 11 for 
COVID-related reasons, and Karlsson also missed games against Detroit 
and Philadelphia earlier this month because of an oblique strain. 

Karlsson’s absence also comes at a time when the Sharks are desperate 
for offense and stability on the back end. 

In 10 games since the start of January, the Sharks have scored an 
average of 2.60 goals per game, tied for 20th in the NHL. They’ve also 
allowed 3.70 goals per game this month — the fifth-most in the league. 

The Sharks’ healthy defensemen are Vlasic, Brent Burns, Mario Ferraro, 
Radim Simek, Ryan Merkley, and Nicolas Meloche. 

Two other defensemen, Jaycob Megna and Jake Middleton, are also on 
the Sharks trip. 

Megna was hit by a shot in the lower body in Saturday’s game and did 
not practice Monday, although Boughner was hopeful he could be 
available to play Wednesday. Middleton has missed eight straight games 
as he recovers from a concussion he suffered on Jan. 4 in Detroit. 
Middleton skated again Monday morning but is still working on his 
conditioning, Boughner said. 

“Next man up,” Sharks defenseman Marc-Edouard Vlasic said Monday 
about potentially playing without Karlsson again. “We’ve had guys down 
with COVID, Karlsson’s been out during COVID, missed two games with 
an injury, now he might miss again. So, the next guy will step up.” 

The Sharks will have close to a full forward group available for the start of 
the road trip. Rudolfs Balcers has exited COVID protocol after he missed 
the last two games, and Jonah Gadjovich is back after he was injured for 
the last six games. 

Balcers had been out for six weeks with a lower-body injury and had 
scored in two of three games since his Jan. 13 return, but tested positive 
for the coronavirus last week. 

“Having (Balcers) back it would be big,” Couture said. “He was playing 
really well before COVID. So hopefully he comes back and feels good 
and can help us.” 

Winger Kevin Labanc, out since mid-December when he had shoulder 
surgery, could also return in March. 
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What now for the Sharks? Erik Karlsson injury further complicates an 
already tricky second half ahead 

 

By Corey Masisak  

Jan 26, 2022  

  

Two of the biggest reasons why the Sharks remain in playoff contention 
at the midpoint of the 2021-22 season are improving depth in the defense 
corps and league-average goaltending, a big upgrade from what San 
Jose had in net the past couple of years. 

Another has been the play of Erik Karlsson, who has looked more like a 
Norris Trophy-caliber player than he has in the past couple of seasons. 
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He’s been one of the most valuable defensemen in the league, according 
to some advanced metrics. 

One of the problems for Karlsson in recent seasons has been trouble 
staying healthy. Well, it’s a problem again. And it could alter the short- 
and long-term direction of the franchise. 

Karlsson had surgery Monday to repair a torn muscle in his forearm, the 
team announced Tuesday. He’s expected to be re-evaluated in mid-
March, which means he could miss close to two months, at a minimum. 

“We’re trying to figure out the right thing to do here,” Sharks coach Bob 
Boughner said after practice Monday. “We need the medical advice and 
see what the right thing to do is.” 

Karlsson missed two games earlier this month with an oblique strain, and 
spent time in COVID-19 protocol earlier this season, but those were 
minor setbacks. And when he’s played, he’s been an offensive engine for 
the Sharks — one of the best defensemen in the league at tilting the ice 
in his team’s favor and creating scoring chances. 

San Jose has survived without him in short bursts, but this is a different 
deal. The Sharks have 16 games between now and March 15, and 20 to 
play before the March 21 trade deadline. The club catches a minor break 
with the schedule, given they don’t have any games from Feb. 2-13 
because of the All-Star break and what was supposed to be a pause for 
the 2022 Olympics. 

The Sharks (44 points) are tied for fourth place in the Pacific Division and 
the final wild-card spot in the Western Conference based on points 
accumulated, but Calgary (44), Dallas (44), Winnipeg (41) and Edmonton 
(40) all have games in hand and a better points percentage. Given the 
congestion in the middle of the West standings, and the general trend 
that teams in the top half of the standings tend to improve (or at least 
collect more points) in the second half of the season, the Sharks likely 
need to do better in the final 40 games, by a considerable margin, to 
actually earn a playoff berth. 

Karlsson has tried to play through the injury recently, skipping the past 
few practices with “maintenance days” but then he was not in the lineup 
Saturday against Tampa Bay. The Sharks certainly missed him in a 7-1 
defeat, and the schedule isn’t getting easier anytime soon. 

San Jose’s last four games before the All-Star break are all on the road 
against the titans of the East — Washington, Florida, Carolina and a 
return game against the Lightning. When the Sharks return from the two-
week break, 10 of the 16 games before the deadline will be against 
Pacific Division rivals and 11 of the 16 will be against teams currently 
ahead of San Jose in the overall league standings. 

It’s a brutal stretch of games under any set of circumstances, and the 
Sharks just had theirs change in a significant fashion. This was also 
going to be a critical two-month stretch for the organization, even before 
the team lost a star defenseman to injury. 

The Sharks have to figure out which direction they want to go with the 
roster between now the trade deadline. Any of the three choices — buy, 
hold or sell — is going to have a ripple effect on coming seasons as well. 
The Karlsson injury — and the pending NHL Players’ Association 
grievance from the club terminating Evander Kane’s contract after an 
alleged COVID-19 protocol violation — could be huge factors. 

Here are the key particulars for Sharks management to consider in the 
coming weeks: 

• The team is currently on pace for 85.9 points. That is not going to be 
enough to make the playoffs, even if the West is weaker at the top than 
the East this season. In the six years of 82-game seasons in the current 
playoff format (top three from each division plus two wild cards), three 
teams have made the playoffs with fewer than 93 points. 

Dallas is currently the second wild-card team (by points percentage) and 
the Stars are on pace for 92.5 points. The Sharks are technically closer 
to third in the Pacific — the Kings are in third by points percentage and 
on pace for 91.5. There are also three teams between San Jose and 
Dallas — Anaheim, Winnipeg and Edmonton, who are all on pace for 
more than 86 points. 

Even if we’re conservative, it’s a strong bet that at least eight teams in 
the West are getting to 92 points. So, conservatively, the Sharks need 48 
points in 40 games to have a chance. And they might need 49 or 50. 

The big takeaway here: San Jose needs to play at a 98-point pace over 
its last 40 games to get to 92. 

• The Sharks have about $10.4 million in current cap space, with more 
accruing each day, per CapFriendly. They could have more than $24 
million in usable space on trade deadline day. 

That number could go in both directions — the space currently projects 
the Sharks to spend $0 on Kane the rest of the season because his 
contract is no longer on the books. That is true … for now. A portion of 
his cap hit could return to San Jose’s ledger, pending the outcome of the 
NHLPA grievance. Kane being reinstated, with his contract in full, is also 
a potential outcome. 

If that happened, or if the Sharks got closer to the cap ceiling for another 
reason (i.e. a trade), they will have plenty of flexibility if needed. Kevin 
Labanc’s contract ($4.725 million) could be shuffled to long-term injured 
reserve, which would allow San Jose to go over the cap if needed, which 
is very unlikely. 

• The Sharks have four unrestricted free agents. Everyone knows about 
the big one: center Tomas Hertl. What happens with Hertl between now 
and the deadline will have a massive effect on the team’s ability to 
compete for a playoff berth this year, and the ceiling (or floor) of the 
club’s prospects in the next few years beyond this. 

There are three other pending UFAs — Alexander Barabanov, Andrew 
Cogliano and Jaycob Megna. Any or all of them could be of interest for 
contending teams, particularly ones up against the cap ceiling, if the 
Sharks decide to sell. Pending RFAs, including Mario Ferraro, Jake 
Middleton and Jonathan Dahlen all need to be part of the long-term 
financial planning as well but aren’t likely to affect the short-term 
decisions as much. 

• Stating the obvious here, but Karlsson’s injury makes it much tougher to 
make the playoffs, so that is part of the decision process as well. Though 
how the team plays without him in the next month-plus could push 
management in any of the three directions. 

OK, that’s the overall picture of where the Sharks stand on Jan. 25. What 
are the reasons for choosing one of the three paths — buy, hold or sell 
— and what might the outcomes look like? Let’s dig in. 

Option 1: Buy 

Reasons to buy 

The Sharks haven’t made the playoffs the past two years. They have an 
aging, expensive core. It’s not a given that they’ll be in the playoff hunt at 
the midway point over the next few seasons, even if they sign Hertl and 
Labanc comes back healthy. 

So look at this as an opportunity — the team has bought into how coach 
Bob Boughner wants to play, the goaltending has improved and the 
Sharks still have some high-end NHL talent. Timo Meier is having an 
MVP-caliber season. Believe that some of the depth forwards who have 
scored below expectation based on their play (Noah Gregor, Nick 
Bonino, etc.) will find some better luck in the second half. 

What “buying” might look like 

Let’s be clear — this is a risky proposition. Pushing some chips into the 
middle now could make the pain when the bill is due for all of these long, 
expensive contracts in coming seasons even worse. This obviously 
includes keeping Hertl, whether he signs a new contract by March 21 or 
not, and likely all of the other UFAs as well. 

That said, there might be a way for Sharks management to find some 
reinforcements without trading any of the team’s top prospects or yielding 
any high future draft picks. A lot of other playoff contenders could be 
squeezed by cap constraints as well, so use the extra space as an 
advantage. 

Potential areas to target include … anyone who can score some goals, 
and maybe a defenseman to help keep that group above water without 
Karlsson. The Sharks might feel they have enough on the blue line, 
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though, particularly with Megna and Ryan Merkley getting more regular 
work. 

The obvious need is another top-six winger. Hertl and captain Logan 
Couture are a strong 1-2 punch at center, but even at full strength it 
would be OK if Dahlen or Rudolfs Balcers ended up down the lineup. 
Even if there isn’t a great fit among the high-end forwards who fit the top-
six profile … the Sharks could use an offensive-minded upgrade for the 
bottom six as well. 

The pickings among teams that aren’t in the playoff hunt are pretty slim 
(which might be part of the argument for seeing what kind of offers are 
out there for a true impact player like Hertl). The top winger available 
might be Phil Kessel, who has five goals (but 27 points) this season for 
the Coyotes. Kessel has scored in bunches in the past, and there’s no 
commitment beyond this season. It would almost be like trading Kane’s 
cap hit this season ($7 million) for Kessel’s ($6.8 million) without 
decreasing the funds available to sign Hertl before next season and 
Meier before the following one. 

Boston’s Jake DeBrusk is another interesting name that has been floated 
on the market, but that’s a different kind of trade. He’s young, and not a 
pending UFA. That’s a change of scenery trade, but the Bruins don’t 
need to sell at a big discount, either. There could be other veteran depth 
options available — Seattle’s Calle Jarnkrok, Ottawa’s Chris Tierney — 
and the cost of those types of rentals can vary from year to year based 
on what other buyers are willing to pay. 

Going down this path will also raise another possibility. Let’s say the 
Sharks make a move or two and are in the thick of it with a handful of 
games to go. Does that mean it is William Eklund time again, even if it 
means burning a year of his entry-level contract? What about Thomas 
Bordeleau after Michigan’s season is over? 

If they’re going for it, those are discussions that will likely have to 
happen. 

Option 2: Hold 

Reasons to hold 

This is relatively simple. The Sharks wait and see what happens over the 
next six weeks, and then … they stay pretty quiet. Maybe the club 
survives without Karlsson and collects more points than expected. Maybe 
the conversations with Hertl and his representation go well, but not well 
enough to get a deal done before March 21. Maybe a couple of the 
younger players start to play better in the second half, and the 
management team decides to see if this group can do this on their own 
once Karlsson returns. 

What “holding” might look like 

This might be the path that takes the most intestinal fortitude. It starts 
with keeping Hertl, whether he signs or not, and planning to either sign 
him before free agency starts in July or try to collect a draft pick for his 
rights at/near the 2022 NHL Draft. 

It also probably means keeping at least two of the other three UFAs, and 
honestly, probably all three. Barabanov and Megna are going to be 
critical to the team’s success the rest of this season if the Sharks remain 
committed to making a playoff push. Cogliano too, particularly if he, 
Bonino and Matt Nieto can start to produce more offense to supplement 
their defensive work. 

There could be a minor move or two, but nothing that is big enough to 
consider them buyers. So maybe a waiver wire claim or grabbing 
someone else’s 13th forward or seventh defenseman for future 
considerations or a 2024 seventh-round pick, just to shore up the depth 
in case of further injuries or COVID-19 issues. 

Option 3: Sell 

Reasons to sell 

The Sharks are a top-heavy team that is trying to scrape together enough 
depth to compete for a playoff spot until cheap reinforcements (Eklund, 
Bordeleau and others) are ready to be solid NHL contributors and 
eventually impact players. That’s one take on the master plan, as it stood 
before Karlsson’s injury. 

Potentially wiping out the $21 million Kane was on the ledger for over the 
next three seasons helps, considering it was likely that he’d never play 
for them again. But even with him gone, the Sharks still have more than 
$18 million in cap dollars not helping them win right now (Karlsson and 
Labanc on IR, plus the Martin Jones buyout penalty). That’s going to 
make it really tough to compete over the next two months, and the 
schedule is going to make it even tougher. 

So the rationale for the Sharks would be that it’s time to regroup and try 
to collect some assets for players who might not return next season 
anyway. 

What “selling” might look like 

The first question: Does “selling” mean just the three low-priced UFAs for 
minimal long-term help? Or does it mean putting Hertl up for auction and 
trying to land a huge haul for his services? The second question: Does 
“selling” in March 2022 mean a shift in the long-term plan and the 
entering of a full-fledged rebuilding phase? 

There could be some interesting returns for Barabanov and Megna, 
maybe a second- or third-round pick and/or an intriguing but not top-end 
prospect. Maybe something close to that as well for Cogliano. 

The big splash would be Hertl, who could command … a first-round pick 
and a top-50 prospect? Maybe a recent first-round pick who hasn’t blown 
up yet, a future first and a second pick? It should be a big package, in 
particular because there might be a canyon between him and the 
second-best forward on the market. 

If the answer to the second question does mean something that looks 
more like a traditional rebuild, that could lead to all sorts of creative 
maneuvers. But most of that would likely come this offseason or at the 
2023 trade deadline. What happens with Meier, who is a UFA after next 
season? Do the Sharks try to move off some of the other key core 
players, even if it means attaching other assets to coax teams into taking 
them? 

That’s an entire rabbit hole of its own, something that we can explore at 
some point in the near future. For now, the Sharks have some big 
decisions to make about how they want to finish this season, and how 
that will affect the rest of the decade. 
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BREAKING: Karlsson Out Until At Least Mid-March After Forearm 
Surgery 

 

Published 5 hours ago on January 25, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

It’s another major injury for Erik Karlsson. 

The San Jose Sharks announced this morning that Karlsson “underwent 
successful surgery to repair a small muscle tear in his left forearm on 
Monday.” 

No timetable for Karlsson’s recovery was given in the press release, but 
it’s “expected that he will be reevaluated in mid-March.” 

This is a devastating blow for a Sharks squad that’s fighting for a wild 
card spot in the West. At the moment, San Jose is tied for the final 
playoff position with the Calgary Flames and Dallas Stars. 

Erik Karlsson was in the midst of a comeback campaign, leading all 
Sharks defensemen with eight goals. In just 33 games, the 31-year-old 
blueliner had accumulated 26 points. 

Karlsson previously missed six games earlier this season because of 
COVID, two games in mid-January because of an oblique strain, and last 
Saturday because of this forearm injury. 
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For what it’s worth, the Sharks are 5-3-1 without Erik Karlsson in the line-
up. 

“Next man up,” Marc-Edouard Vlasic offered yesterday when asked 
about the potential of Karlsson missing some games. 

That next man for the Sharks is most likely Ryan Merkley, their 2018 first-
round pick. The offensively-gifted Merkley is a natural replacement for 
Karlsson on the power play, but we’ll see how the rookie handles greater 
defensive responsibilities. 

Karlsson not only was tied with Brent Burns for most-used Sharks 
defenseman on the power play, he also was a penalty-killing staple, and 
was one of three San Jose rearguards to average over 23 minutes a 
night, along with Burns and Mario Ferraro. 

It won’t just be Merkley, it’ll be a committee soaking up all those minutes. 

Karlsson will join Sharks defensemen Nikolai Knyzhov and Jake 
Middleton on injured reserve. Knyzhov has yet to make an appearance 
this season, and Boughner’s most recent update on him was not upbeat. 
But Middleton, who was concussed on Jan. 4, is on the team’s current 
road trip and could be an option soon. 
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What Might Hertl Trade Look Like? 

 

Published 8 hours ago on January 25, 2022 

By JD Young  

 

Kyle and JD look into what a potential Tomas Hertl trade would look like. 
We look at historical trades of players in similar situations and why the 
San Jose Sharks should be focusing on a high-end prospect instead of a 
draft pick. Then we dig into rumored teams and what prospects we’d like 
trade packages to be centered around (15:00). 
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Which Former Sharks Are Playing in Olympics? 

 

Published 9 hours ago on January 25, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

Alas, no Patrick Marleau. 

After the NHL and NHLPA jointly decided to pull out of the Olympics, 
Team Canada was left scrambling to dip into their pool of Junior and 
college hockey players and Free Agents (FA). It’s made for a guess-who 
game of possible roster additions, but after an ill-timed (read: a day early) 
tweet from the IIHF announcing the Canadian Men’s Olympics roster, the 
wait is over. 

Marleau was reportedly interested, but Team Canada appears to have 
gone in a different direction than the San Jose Sharks legend. 

If you’re searching for familiar faces, Jason Demers will stick out to 
Sharks fans. Demers was drafted by the Sharks in the 2008 NHL Entry 
Draft in the seventh round at 186th overall. He spent six seasons with the 
franchise, from the 2009/10 season until he was traded to the Dallas 
Stars in the 2014/15 season. 

Over the course of his career with the Sharks, Demers totaled 16 goals, 
82 assists, and 98 points in 300 games. Across his 12-year NHL career, 
Demers played 699 games for a total of 45 goals, 169 assists, and 214 
points. 

Demers is currently signed with AK Bars Kazan of the Kontinental 
Hockey League (KHL) through the rest of the 2021/22 season. He has 
played five games for the team and has totaled one assist thus far. 

Demers isn’t the only former Shark represented on Team Canada, 
although he’s most likely the more well-known of the two; Daniel Winnik 
spent the latter half of the 2011/12 season with the San Jose Sharks 
after being traded to the team from the Colorado Avalanche. 

Winnik only played 21 games for the Sharks, which culminated in three 
goals, two assists for a total of five points. Across his 11-year NHL 
career, Winnik played 798 games for a total of 82 goals, 169 assists, and 
251 points. 

Demers and Winnik aren’t the only former San Jose Sharks to be 
featured at the 2022 Olympics. Mirco Mueller, who played for the Sharks 
from 2014 – 2017 made Team Switzerland’s roster. Mueller was drafted 
by the Sharks in the 2013 NHL Entry Draft, in the first round at 18th 
overall. Despite being a first-round pick, his tenure with the Sharks was 
relatively short-lived. Mueller played 54 games for the franchise for a total 
of two goals, four assists and six points. 

Lean Bergmann, who made 13 appearances for the Sharks during the 
last two seasons, was named to Team Germany, although he may be 
best remembered by Sharks fans for his presence with the San Jose 
Barracuda during that same time frame. Over the course of his tenure 
within the Sharks organization, Bergmann played 63 games for the 
Barracuda, for a total of 10 goals, 14 assists, and 24 points. 

Team Denmark also has a familiar face from San Jose; Mikkel Boedker, 
who spent two seasons with the Sharks, from 2016 to 2018. For the 
Sharks, Boedker played 155 games, for a total of 25 goals, 38 assists, 
and 63 points. Beyond the Sharks, Boedker had an impressive 12-year 
NHL career, the majority of which (eight seasons) he spent with the 
Phoenix/Arizona Coyotes. 

Team Sweden’s head coach, Johan Garpenlov, is also a familiar face for 
older San Jose Sharks fans. Garpenlov played for the club from when he 
was traded to the Sharks in 1991 from the Detroit Red Wings, until 1995, 
when he was traded to the Florida Panthers. For the Sharks, Garpenlov 
played 184 games for a total of 46 goals, 87 assists, and 132 points. 
Garpenlov retired from professional hockey in 2001, but he never left the 
sport. Garpenlov has been the General Manager for the Swedish men’s 
national ice hockey team since 2010, and has held the position as head 
coach since 2019. 

Twelve teams will be represented across three groups at the Beijing 
Olympics, and teams have until the end of Jan 24 to finalize their rosters. 
Team China is the last organization to have yet to formally announce 
their Olympics rosters, although, given the timeframe, it’s likely that they 
will officially release their lineup in the next day or so. 

The Russian Olympic Committee (ROC) is the reigning gold medalist, 
with Team Canada the defending silver medalists, and Team Germany 
the bronze. 
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The Athletic / Adam Cracknell is now a Canadian Olympian. But not long 
ago, he thought he could be at Games playing for China 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman  

Jan 26, 2022  
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Being an Olympian in 2022 has long been part of Adam Cracknell’s plan. 
It’s just how he arrived at this point that’s unlike anything he could have 
imagined. 

After signing with the KHL’s Kunlun Red Star in 2019, Cracknell intended 
to continue playing for them through the Olympics. That way one of 
hockey’s ultimate journeymen would have some job security and could 
have been eligible for the Chinese men’s national team. 

A lot has changed since then. Instead of yellow stars on his red jersey, 
Cracknell will wear a maple leaf after he was officially named to Team 
Canada on Tuesday. 

“It wasn’t my goal just to play for the (Chinese) Olympic team,” Cracknell 
said. “It was nice to have a job for a couple years and be somewhere 
where I was relatively comfortable. COVID just threw a wrench in it like 
everyone else’s lives. 

“Now, I’m going to take advantage of the opportunity and hopefully 
represent my country as best I can.” 

Rather than leading the way in Kunlun, Cracknell is amid his second 
season with the Bakersfield Condors, the Edmonton Oilers’ AHL affiliate. 
He signed a two-way contract with the Oilers for 2020-21 and an AHL-
only deal this season to return to Bakersfield. 

Cracknell was on Hockey Canada’s radar when it was announced in late 
December that NHL players wouldn’t be going to the Olympics. He got 
the blessing to take a leave from the Condors from Oilers GM Ken 
Holland, who was part of the management team with NHL players. 

Cracknell is third in Condors scoring with 23 points in 28 games but 
brings more to the team as the oldest player, 36, and an alternate 
captain. 

“I would characterize him as team-first, glue guy, someone who brings it 
every day,” Condors coach Jay Woodcroft said. “He is the type of player 
teams win with.” 

Cracknell is ready and willing to do whatever he can to help Canada 
reach its goal of a gold medal. 

But he’s also looking forward to touching down in China again and 
playing in a place he and his family were coming to enjoy. 

“Maybe me being the only one that’s been to Beijing, I might be able to 
help guys out,” he said. “We all have the same goal and we’re all going to 
contribute in different ways.” 

His first stint in China was a great life experience for Cracknell, his wife, 
Teresa, and their two young daughters at the time, Lynde and Bryde. 

But it was also a whirlwind season filled with mentoring younger players, 
endless travel and stress and uncertainty as a pandemic began — 
factors that put Cracknell’s well-regarded leadership skills to the test. 

Cracknell was running out of options. 

He’d had a fine 2018-19 season for the AHL’s Toronto Marlies and San 
Diego Gulls, recording 38 points in 46 games. He’d even gotten NHL 
time with the Ducks and appeared in two games. But after 16 years 
bouncing across the pro hockey scene in North America — which 
included 210 NHL games, eight for the Oilers in 2015-16 — Cracknell 
had no contract offers. 

He started to wonder if his career might be over. 

But two of his Gulls teammates, Trevor Murphy and Andrej Sustr, had 
signed to play for Red Star. Their coach was Curt Fraser, an assistant 
when Cracknell played for the Dallas Stars in 2016-17. 

Thankfully, Cracknell had some connections, too, and he signed on July 
4, three days after NHL free agency opened. 

“This is a perfect player for us,” Fraser thought when he heard Cracknell 
was available. “We were fortunate to get him.” 

Cracknell left his offseason home in Cranbrook, B.C., in late July to 
attend training camp. Teresa and the girls joined him two months later 
and they lived in an apartment in downtown Beijing. 

Kunlun’s rink was 45 minutes outside of the city, so attracting fans wasn’t 
always easy. Red Star games usually saw between 1,000 and 2,000 
spectators in attendance. 

“It was like an old factory,” Cracknell said. “It wasn’t the biggest arena. 
They ran it professionally. 

“The experience with the people was always great. They were very 
friendly. We really enjoyed it. My daughters had fun at the games. It was 
just a long ride home.” 

On and off the ice, Cracknell was one of the leaders on a team that was 
sometimes out of its depth. 

Cracknell would help some of his teammates and those in the VHL (like 
the Russian league’s AHL) learn the finer points of the game such as 
forechecks and proper body positioning. 

“It was fun to talk with them about how we do things in North America 
and teach them the game away from shooting pucks,” Cracknell said. 
“We had an instant bond through the game of hockey.” 

“He took charge,” Fraser said. “He knew that we needed him to do that 
because we had a lot of kids who weren’t ready to play in the KHL. He 
worked with them every day in practice. He was always a guy you could 
really count on. 

“When things got tough, he dug in. When things were good, he was your 
best player.” 

Cracknell missed 10 games that season due to injury. “It killed us,” 
Fraser said. 

But the situation around the team overall really worsened in December. 
Players started to get sick and run down. A couple of them ended up in 
the hospital for a week in January due to illness. It seemed like no one 
had any energy. 

The team was preparing to leave for a road trip before the end of January 
when Red Star officials were told at the airport they might not be allowed 
back in China because Wuhan had been shut down. The coronavirus has 
been spreading in Wuhan, a city 1,160 kilometres south of Beijing, since 
late December. 

They never went back to China. 

“We ended up travelling for six weeks in Russia,” Cracknell said. 

Luckily, Teresa and the kids got out of the country a couple days after 
Red Star’s road trip commenced. They went to Bali, Indonesia. Teresa’s 
parents were visiting in Beijing but they continued on to their planned 
vacation in Hawaii. 

“They basically got out of there in the nick of time before they started 
doing the lockdowns,” Cracknell said. 

Red Star had some of the worst travel in the league with flights as long 
as 12 hours that span eight time zones. The last few weeks before their 
season wrapped up at the end of February outside of the playoffs were 
far from easy. 

Cracknell was the team “ace,” Fraser said. He kept the mood light, trying 
to keep his teammates’ minds off the lousy situation. 

“When the COVID problem hit, that really put a damper on everything. 
But still, the boys played hard, and Adam was a huge part of that,” the 
coach said. “We made the best of it. It was a good thing we had guys like 
Adam on the team. Otherwise, it would have been really tough.” 

Cracknell joined his family in Bali once the season was over. They stayed 
for a few weeks because their home in Cranbrook was being rented out. 

“I brought my gear to Bali, but there was no ice,” he said, jokingly. 

That type of quip is what Cracknell is all about. Though he’s a driven 
competitor, he’s easygoing in the dressing room and away from the rink. 
Deep down, he’s a kid at heart. That heart is big, too. 

That’s part of the reason why teammates love him, and why many people 
have a favourite story about him. 
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Oilers forward Devin Shore was a rookie when he was teammates with 
Cracknell in Dallas in 2016-17. It was Cracknell who showed Shore the 
ropes and made sure he was adjusting well to the NHL. 

So, Shore happily recalled Cracknell recording his only NHL hat trick 
against San Jose. Cracknell wore a stuffed shark hat with the teeth 
around his head during postgame interviews. 

“He was pumped, and the guys on the bench were pumped for him,” 
Shore said. “It wasn’t like it was Jamie Benn or Tyler Seguin getting a hat 
trick. That was memorable for me.” 

Fraser thinks back to a road game against one of the KHL’s top teams 
when Cracknell skated down the left wing, stepped over the blue line and 
ripped a howitzer of a wrist shot off the crossbar and in. The goal spurred 
Red Star to an unexpected victory. 

“The entire building took a breath — and then everybody stood up and 
cheered,” Fraser said. “I don’t know if they’d ever seen a shot like that. 

“If you would have seen this shot, it would have made all the highlight 
tapes for the NHL. It was absolutely incredible.” 

Oilers assistant coach Glen Gulutzan was part of Vancouver’s staff when 
Cracknell was with the Canucks for part of the 2015-16 season. He also 
coached him in the ECHL with the Las Vegas Wranglers in Cracknell’s 
first two pro seasons. 

Back then, Cracknell was “leading the brigade” to the Palms Casino, 
Gulutzan said. Cracknell, ever the social butterfly, had connections to 
clubs and shows and always put his teammates first. 

“He did all these things that brought people together,” Gulutzan said. 

That rings true for Woodcroft, his present-day AHL coach. Cracknell is 
the guy who organizes team meals on the road and makes sure no one 
is left alone during a holiday in Bakersfield. 

“He has a knack for pulling people in rather than pushing them away,” 
Woodcroft said. 

In a short-term tournament like the Olympics, creating positive team 
dynamics can be important. 

But Cracknell isn’t going to Beijing to be just a cheerleader or mental 
skills coach. 

“I like to have fun at the rink, but when it’s game time we’re trying to push 
each other,” he said. “You have to find a way to bring guys into the fight. 
That starts by leading by example.” 

It’s easy to look at Canada’s roster — which features the likes of top 
2021 NHL draft picks Owen Power and Mason McTavish, along with 
three-time NHL 40-goal scorer Eric Staal — and not notice Cracknell’s 
name. 

However, Cracknell is the “perfect Swiss Army knife of a player,” said 
Oilers centre Ryan McLeod. 

Cracknell isn’t known for being the fleetest of foot, but the Olympics are 
being played on NHL-sized ice. He can play all three forward positions 
and both special teams. 

“He has so much in his bag of tricks,” said McLeod, Cracknell’s 
teammate in Bakersfield for most of last season. “You can throw him 
anywhere and he’ll be successful.” 

That’s how Fraser describes Cracknell’s role with the Stars five years 
ago. Cracknell was generally a fourth-liner but was the forward who often 
got moved up the lineup in the event of underperformance or injury of a 
teammate. He had 10 goals and six assists in 69 games in 2016-17 — all 
season highs for him in the NHL. 

“I’d take Adam on my team any day,” Fraser said. 

It’s not hard to find people who are overjoyed by Cracknell making the 
Olympic team. 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar has known Cracknell since he was 20. 
Cracknell’s family billeted Bednar when he played his one season for the 
WHL’s Prince Albert Raiders. He also coached Cracknell for three AHL 
campaigns. 

“I love the story. I’m really happy for him,” he said. “Whenever you see a 
guy that worked at something for so long to get the recognition that he 
deserves … that’s important.” 

One of those seasons was in 2011-12 with the Peoria Rivermen. 
Defenceman Shaun Heshka was on that team and said Cracknell going 
to the Olympics warms the heart of every journeyman. 

“We’re pretty proud to see him out there,” Heshka said. 

Cracknell left California on Monday for Switzerland where the Canadian 
team is gathering before flying into Beijing next Wednesday. 

There are concerns about returning to China, a place he had to leave 
because of a pandemic that’s still ongoing. Cracknell said he didn’t 
contract COVID-19 while he was in China but got it recently — at the end 
of November — so he hopes he’s in the clear during the event. 

“I’d be lying if I said it wasn’t a little bit worried,” he said. “We know the 
risks going over. 

“I hope I can get away scot-free and have a great tournament, we do well 
and come home with a gold medal and everything’s perfect.” 

There won’t be any culture shock about being in Beijing, Cracknell said. 
He should be at least somewhat used to his surroundings. 

One difference is his wife and three girls — his youngest daughter, 
Sophie, was born last May — won’t be joining him this time due to the 
tight restrictions for the Games. 

He’ll have lots of stories to share with Lynde, Bryde and Sophie in the 
years ahead, though; how he went over to China, could have played in 
the Olympics and then ended up at the Games with Canada in the end. 

“When they get older, I can tell them about the experience and the things 
that we got to go through and they’re going to be very proud,” he said. 

For one final twist, Canada is also in the same group as China. 

That means Cracknell will play against some of his ex-teammates — 
people he led and taught not so long ago. 

“To play against those guys, it’s going be a lot of fun for myself and I 
hope for them, too,” he said. 
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It’s Olympic hockey. 

That’s the single biggest reason to care about Team Canada’s roster, 
released on Tuesday. That’s the single biggest reason to care about 
these games, just like we said regarding Team USA earlier this month. 

If you’re reading this, you should already care. If, by chance, you don’t, 
here are some more reasons — plus a schedule and scouting reports on 
five prospects. 

The most compelling stories 

1. Will “going old” pay off? When the roster initially leaked, that seemed 
like the single biggest pressure point — on Twitter, so take it with a grain 
of salt. Either way, it’s a legitimate issue; Hockey Canada’s hands were 
tied for a few different reasons. Plucking junior players wasn’t an option, 
and the NCAA crop is dominated by Americans. The logic of “send in the 
vets” makes enough sense … but the roster is still underwhelming. 
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To wit: Two players — forward Eric O’Dell and goalie Eddie Pasquale — 
were drafted by the Atlanta Thrashers. David Desharnais and Adam 
Cracknell haven’t played in the NHL since 2017-18, both with the 
Rangers. Nine players were born in the 1980s. Two on the active roster 
were born after 1994. Compare that to the United States, who are 
bringing 15 current college players to Beijing. That juxtaposition alone is 
going to make for a fascinating storyline. The two teams play their group 
round game on Feb. 11. 

If nothing else, it evens the field. We saw what happened in 2018; 
Canada won bronze without NHL players, and the U.S. missed the 
podium entirely. 

2. Eric Staal’s road back. Mixed in there is one of the better centers of his 
generation. Staal is less than two years removed from a season in which 
he scored 47 points in 66 games. The fact that he was available at all 
was a boon to Canada GM Shane Doan. 

Staal is 37 now, with almost 1,300 NHL regular-season games and more 
than 1,000 points under his belt. Last season, splitting time with the 
Sabres and Canadiens, made you wonder how much he had left in the 
tank. Now, he’s back with Minnesota’s AHL team, trying for another bite 
at the apple. It’s compelling. 

“I still have the itch to play, I have the desire to be out there and the 
passion to keep playing,” Staal told The Athletic’s Michael Russo earlier 
this month. “(If) I happen to go to the Olympics and something comes my 
way after that, that’s good, too. I’m taking it day by day and enjoying 
every moment like I always have my whole career getting to play this 
game because there’s nothing better.” 

3. Will Josh Ho-Sang have a moment? Good luck finding a player with 
fewer NHL games played and more discourse surrounding him than Ho-
Sang. The start to his career was rough — due both to situations beyond 
his control and his own immaturity. Now, after some real growth and a 
productive season so far with the Toronto Marlies, he might be the most 
skilled forward on a Canadian Olympic roster. 

They’re going to need him. He’s not just an electric talent; he’s a man 
apart on this roster. This is the widest exposure the 26-year-old will have 
ever gotten, and it should be fun to watch. He’s worked hard to make it 
here. Can’t help but root for him. 

For more on Ho-Sang’s path and time with the Marlies, here’s a great 
feature from Joshua Kloke. 

4. An Owen Power sneak peek. Scott Wheeler has more below on 
Power, the No. 1 pick by Buffalo in 2021. Spoiler: He thinks Power is the 
best defenseman on the roster. 

Now, for those in the viewing public who don’t catch much college 
hockey, he’s going to be doing it all on national TV. Look out for the 6-
foot-6 beast. And Sabres fans — maybe this is The Guy. 

Take this, from John Vogl’s recent feature on Power: 

“He’s one of those people that was born to play hockey,” (Sabres 
development coach Nathan Paetsch) said. 

The defenseman exudes calmness and confidence once the puck drops. 
His head is constantly up, his eyes scanning the ice for teammates and 
opponents. He takes time to look over his shoulder during every retrieval 
in the defensive zone. It creates an unmatched awareness of who is 
heading where. 

“He is ahead of everybody in the way he’s thinking the game,” (Chicago 
Steel coach Brock Sheahan) said. 

5. Let’s remember some guys. Seriously, there are seven players on the 
roster alone, led by Desharnais, who spent time with the Canadiens. 
Daniel Winnik is there; he played for, like, half the Eastern Conference 
over the course of a few years, and a few of those teams were good. 
He’s also one of five ex-Coyotes, along with Brandon Gormley, Jason 
Demers, Jordan Weal and Alex Grant. Most NHL teams have some sort 
of connection to this roster. Good luck finding yours. 

Here are quick breakdowns of the roster’s relevant NHL prospects, listed 
alphabetically. 

I wouldn’t be surprised if Levi spent more time considering this decision 
than some of the other players on this list. He’s a legitimate Hobey Baker 
frontrunner who is leaving behind a historically good season at 
Northeastern. That he’s going also leads me to believe that he might 
actually be in line to play (in a way that Blackhawks prospect Drew 
Commesso probably isn’t with Team USA). Levi’s an incredibly agile 
goalie who also has remarkable control, two things that combine to 
eliminate concerns about his small (6-foot) frame. There aren’t many 
goalies outside the NHL who hold their lines and stay with players on 
breakaways or cross-ice passes as well as Levi does. Hockey Canada 
saw it at the world juniors when he ran with the net in a way that rarely 
seems to happen these days for Canada. The college hockey world has 
been on the wrong side of it. And this will be an opportunity for him to 
continue to establish himself as one of the three or four best goalie 
prospects in the sport (as a 212th pick no less). 

When I conducted a survey of NCAA folks a few weeks ago for a list of 
college names who Canada was, did, or should have considered, McBain 
was the only unanimous name after Power and Blue Jackets pick Kent 
Johnson (who has been submitted as an alternate for this team in case of 
injury or COVID). 

“He’d be a good fourth-line center. He can play heavy and he has a ‘B’ 
game,” one rival NCAA coach said. 

That speaks volumes of how far McBain, who went the OJHL route and 
struggled with pace of play early in his college career, has come. The 6-
foot-4 pivot will leave the Eagles as their leading scorer and will use this 
showcase as a steppingstone into his entry-level contract at the end of 
his senior year. McBain’s got a solid foundation as a 6-foot-4, 200-plus 
pound center who should have no trouble playing on the cycle against 
men. But he has also been a force in college hockey this season thanks 
to the blend of skill that helps him get pucks off the wall and make plays 
to the inside. 

I think an honest look at this roster reveals a lack of firepower and natural 
top-of-the-lineup power-play types. It’s a team full of former NHL depth 
guys and it’s going to have to be a contributions-by-committee group that 
way. But it does feel like part of the reason they’ve brought McTavish and 
Ho-Sang, in particular, is because they can give the group something a 
little bit different with the puck on their stick. So I do hope they put 
McTavish in a scoring role and use him on the power play because 
otherwise, they’re going to be hoping that Eric Staal and Co. can turn 
back the clock. McTavish has the power and heaviness to fit in. That’s 
his bread and butter, and that’s why Hockey Canada feels comfortable 
bringing him to a senior event. He’s bigger and stronger than many of the 
players who are more than a decade his senior up front. But he’s also got 
a lethal mid-range shot and skill around the net in spades. I think Claude 
Julien and his staff will be better off if they don’t hesitate in using him 
because of his age. 

I’m very confident in saying that Power is already the best defenseman 
on this blueline. They’ve clearly targeted length and experience with the 
rest of the group. It doesn’t hurt that Barberio and Demers are D partners 
in the KHL either, so I’d expect them to be relied upon. But Power just 
has to run PP1 and play big minutes with this group. He has reached a 
stratosphere as a D prospect this season that I’ve seen very few times 
doing this job, and I fully expect this tournament to be a continuation of 
his ascension (especially after how much better Team Canada was when 
he played more as last year’s men’s world championships progressed). 
There won’t need to be a feeling-out process with him in the same way 
that there will be with McTavish and McBain, either. 

…and a note on Kent Johnson 

Given what’s been outlined above, Johnson as an alternate does feel like 
it may be a mistake. Canada has plenty of guys who can penalty kill, play 
below the goal line and get after it on the forecheck. I do think they could 
have really used a natural playmaker (even if concerns about Johnson’s 
slight frame ultimately made him an extra). Even McTavish and Ho-Sang, 
who give them an infusion of skill, aren’t natural playmakers for others. 
Johnson is that to his core and he’s exactly the kind of player who makes 
guys like McTavish better by finding them in their sweet spots. Canada’s 
going to need a flash of brilliance at some point in this tournament and if 
they don’t get it, I’ll be thinking of Johnson. 
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There are a number of NHL records that are basically viewed as 
unbreakable at this point. Ninety-two goals in a season, for example, set 
by Wayne Gretzky in 1981-82. Most career points (2,857), also set by 
Gretzky. Thirty-five games without a loss, set by the Philadelphia Flyers 
in 1979-80. Quickest hat trick (21 seconds), achieved by Bill Mosienko 
way back in 1952. All records that given the realities of the modern NHL 
and the overall degree of difficulty seem likely to stand forever. 

Many in the game — such as former New Jersey Devils defenseman Ken 
Daneyko — felt for years that Doug Jarvis’ record of 964 consecutive 
regular seasons games played fit in that bucket as well. Until now. 

“Well, it’s unfathomable, really. I thought it was a record — like a lot of 
people (thought) back in my era — that could never be broken,” Daneyko 
said. 

But on Monday, Flyers defenseman Keith Yandle tied Jarvis’ mark, and 
in New York on Tuesday night, barring a last-minute availability change, 
he’ll break it. Come Wednesday morning, the NHL record will be 965 
games — and counting. 

“To be honest, it’s one of those things that I don’t really talk about too 
much,” Yandle said Monday night after tying the record. “I don’t know if 
it’s one of those things where I kinda get uncomfortable. I’m not really a 
guy that likes to talk about myself or have a spotlight on myself. So if 
guys do talk about it, it’s kind of one of those things for me where I try to 
change the subject.” 

Today, however, isn’t a day to change the subject. It’s about 
understanding the gravity of Yandle’s achievement, and why Stanley 
Cup-winning blueliners like Daneyko — who put up a 388 game streak of 
his own during his 21-year career — view it with such awe. 

“Just from the standpoint of the grind, not just the physical aspect of it 
which is a big part of it, if you’re a defenseman and you’re blocking shots 
and you’re in the corners and the physicality, it’s a streak that you can’t 
really put in perspective,” he said. 

Let’s try to do so anyway. 

The rarity of the streak 

Whenever a player breaks a league record, it’s naturally a rare 
achievement — after all, not a single player had reached said threshold 
before. That’s why it’s notable in the first place. 

But in the case of Yandle, the unique and extreme rarity of his 
consecutive games streak deserves to be highlighted. 

Entering the 2021-22 season, Yandle had appeared in every single game 
across 12 consecutive seasons. Since 1949-50 — when the NHL 
schedule was expanded to 70 games per season — only 0.03 percent of 
all NHL skaters have completed 12 straight full seasons in a row: Jarvis, 
and now Yandle. That’s two out of 6,514 forwards and defensemen over 
the past 73 years. 

But it’s not merely double-digit season streaks that are rarities in the 
NHL. Sure, a player might luck into two or three straight years without an 
injury or a healthy scratching. But a mere 25 skaters since 1949 have 
even accumulated six consecutive seasons without a missed game, and 
that’s just half of Yandle’s streak. The attrition effect is very real, as the 
below chart shows. 

Skaters just don’t rattle off five or more complete seasons in a row these 
days. Yandle did that over half a decade ago — and has just kept right 
on going, all the way into the record books. 

The defenseman factor 

Even beyond the simple longevity factor, there’s another aspect of 
Yandle’s streak that makes it even more impressive: Yandle’s position. 
Jarvis was a center; Phil Kessel (who’s just 24 games behind Yandle in 
terms of his own consecutive games streak) is a winger. Yandle, on the 
other hand, is a defenseman, and it’s presumably even more difficult — 
given the nature of the position — for a blueliner to put together this kind 
of extended streak. 

“I think any player, to have that kind of longevity and durability is 
remarkable and something to be commended,” Daneyko said. “But a 
defenseman, I guess you would say a few more pucks are coming your 
way, from that perspective first and foremost, because you’re in lanes, 
you’re in the defensive zone, you’re blocking shots, you’re getting hit by 
shots even when you don’t want to a little more often. So from that 
standpoint, I guess it would be a little more difficult.” 

But how much more difficult? 

Interestingly enough, the average career length for NHL defensemen 
(272.1 games) isn’t far behind the average number of NHL contests 
played by forwards (274.2) across the league’s history. But 272 forwards 
have played in at least 965 games over the course of their entire career 
while just 132 defensemen have done so. That means that Yandle has 
played more games in a row than 94.7 percent of blueliners in the NHL 
have played period. 

That said, it does make sense that more forwards would have long 
careers — after all, more forwards than defensemen play in each game. 
In the vast majority of games, teams dress 12 forwards and six 
defensemen. That implies forwards should have about double the share 
of players on a given record list. It’s how it works with the “over 965” list 
— 272 forwards, 132 defensemen. So maybe playing as a defenseman 
doesn’t actually make it tougher to accumulate games played? 

That might be true. However, when looking at consecutive games streaks 
in the NHL, one truth becomes quickly apparent: forwards tend to have 
way more representation on the “long streak” lists compared to 
defensemen. In other words, it sure seems like it’s “easier” for forwards 
to play lots of games in a row. 

If it were equally easy for players of any position in hockey to rack up 
ironman streaks, then out of the 28 players with consecutive games 
played runs of over 500, about 63.2 percent should be forwards, 31.6 
percent should be defensemen and 5.2 percent should be goalies. The 
actual distribution, however, is far more skewed toward forwards, and 
that’s the case for consecutive seasons as well. 

Twenty-three of the 28 players in NHL history to play 500 consecutive 
games are forwards, and that doesn’t seem like a coincidence. 
Defensemen might ultimately be able to accumulate the same number of 
games played as forwards do over the course of a career, but the extra 
wear and tear noted by Daneyko seems to make the long streaks far 
more difficult for blueliners as opposed to forwards. Only four 
defensemen have even cracked 500 consecutive games. Now, one of 
those four will, improbably, claim the all-time record. 

So might Yandle ultimately be passed by Kessel if Yandle is forced to 
miss a game and Kessel continues to play? Sure, it’s possible. But even 
then, it won’t be difficult to argue that Yandle’s streak is ultimately more 
impressive given their positional differences. Defense is a difficult 
position to play — those who play it tend to block more shots, take more 
hits and shoulder more minutes than forwards. Those added pressures 
haven’t stopped Yandle from playing in 964 straight games, and soon to 
be 965. 

Comparing to streaks in other sports 

Once Yandle surpasses Jarvis on Tuesday night, he’ll be atop the NHL 
leaderboard when it comes to consecutive games played. But what about 
in comparison to the ironmen in the other three major men’s professional 
sports leagues in North America? 
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At first glance, Yandle’s streak doesn’t seem so impressive compared to 
his peers. All of Cal Ripken, Brett Favre and A.C. Green have Yandle 
beat in terms of seasons with the streak, and all but Favre have a higher 
raw number of consecutive games. But comparing ironmen across sports 
is more of a matter of subjective opinion than a place for concrete 
analysis. 

One could argue that even though Ripken’s streak had over double the 
games as Yandle, baseball is a far less physically threatening sport than 
hockey. Green came off the bench for large portions of his streak rather 
than serving as a consistent starter. Favre had the benefit of favorable 
rule changes intended to protect NFL quarterbacks in the latter stages of 
his streak. There’s certainly room for debate here on where exactly 
Yandle’s achievement ranks in the annals of North American sports. 

But regardless of where one believes it stands among the consecutive 
games streaks of the Big 4 major sports leagues in North America, 
Yandle’s looming record is undeniably unique and impressive, a 
testament to the 35-year old’s willingness to play through general pain, 
serious injuries and random illnesses. Analytically, it certainly holds up as 
a serious achievement, one that Daneyko made sure to call “incredible,” 
and the result of an overarching dedication to hockey that certainly is 
worth celebrating. 

“That’s the mentality that I think you have to have if you’re going to have 
an ironman streak like Keith Yandle did,” Daneyko said. “You want to be 
in there every night. That’s half the battle. Look, every player will tell you 
that they want to be, but some guys are able to push through certain 
things. And believe me, it is a grind. But you (need to) have a passion 
and love for the game.” 

Yandle, to be sure, retains that passion. 
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When we released The Athletic’s NHL Player Tiers back in October, we 
knew that the reshuffling would start as soon as the first puck dropped. 

That’s the nature of such projects; player performance is a fluid thing. 
Expectations are exceeded. Expectations are missed. The gaps, in many 
cases, are really, really narrow. 

Now, at the midpoint of the 2021-22 season, it’s time to reassess. 

This isn’t a full-scale re-ranking. It’s more of a progress report. For every 
player who bullied their way onto the list, there’s one who dropped off. In 
some cases, good players got even better — and great players got even 
greater. 

Who made the biggest moves up (and down) the tiers? Who’s in? Who’s 
out entirely? This is our attempt at figuring all that out, based on relevant 
statistics and our own assessments. 

Too High 

Mitch Marner, RW, Toronto: Figuring out where to place Marner on the 
original list — we landed on 2A — was one of our tougher decisions. In 
his case, we rounded up. The talent, playmaking ability, solid two-way 
game and regular-season production ultimately outweighed the 
postseason flame-outs. We heard the “but the playoffs” arguments, 
particularly from scouts; we just didn’t agree with them enough to 
penalize him all that much. From 2018-19 to 2020-21, Marner’s 1.16 
points per game was 10th in the NHL. That’s a track record that deserved 
the benefit of the doubt. 

Now, though, things are a little different. It’s not that Marner has been 
bad — as we write this, he’s on a three-game goal streak. It’s that the 
production simply hasn’t been good enough to keep him on the charitable 
side of the 2A/2B divide. It gets tougher to justify a spot there for a winger 
who chased a playoff disaster with the worst start of his career, still isn’t 
scoring at a point-per-game pace and just came off a 100-game goalless 
streak on the power play. 

None of that makes Marner a bad player. None of it means that he’s 
stuck in 2B forever, or on the downside of anything, really. But when a 
player earns a spot based solely on regular-season play, and then the 
regular-season play dips, there’s not much of a choice to be made. Tier 2 
is reserved for franchise players. It’s a label that Marner, at this point, 
doesn’t deserve. Down he goes. 

Dougie Hamilton, D, New Jersey: We fought long and hard to keep 
Hamilton, an analytics darling, in the franchise defender category. But the 
early returns in New Jersey suggest NHL sources may have been onto 
something with their last line of questioning: Can he carry a top pairing 
on his own? The offensive touch has always been great, but his 
defending and risky play have always been a concern among scouts. 

We gave Hamilton the benefit of the doubt because his numbers were 
too excellent to ignore, especially when considering that his partners 
often struggled without him — and not the other way around. That belief 
was rewarded initially, but Hamilton began to struggle mightily around 
December. The splits are telling. Over the first two months of the season, 
Hamilton’s average Game Score was 1.00; he had 12 points in 17 
games, and he led the team’s defense with a 54 percent expected goals 
rate and 60 percent actual goals rate. Since, he’s scoring at a strong rate 
with eight points in 13 games, but his underlying numbers have been 
uncharacteristically horrific. His average Game Score over that stretch 
was minus-0.41, thanks to a team-worst 44 percent expected goals rate 
and 29 percent actual goals rate. 

The Dougie we considered to be a franchise defender was who we saw 
through the first two months, but it’s impossible to ignore the 13 games 
that came after. Until he shows more consistency on his new team, he’s 
worthy of a downgrade closer to where many hockey insiders viewed his 
game. 

Elias Pettersson, C, Vancouver: Pettersson wasn’t quite at his best last 
season, but his talent was undeniable. A bounce-back season felt more 
than likely for the phenom, and he still looked worthy of franchise-player 
consideration, so we placed him in 2B. It’s much more difficult to justify 
that after his start to the season. The bigger question is whether he’s 
worthy of Tier 3. 

Pettersson has been better of late, but overall his season has been 
underwhelming with significant stretches where he’s struggled. He’s an 
extremely skilled player who can dazzle with his stickhandling, 
playmaking and shot on a given shift. He’s shown struggles with his pace 
and skating — always somewhat of an issue in his game — and that has 
led to issues driving play at even strength. That was a big strength of his 
over the prior two seasons, but it has evaporated this season. Pettersson 
has been right around 2.5 points-per-60 in each of the previous three 
seasons but is at just 0.9 this season, with half of his production coming 
on the power play. 

He still has the talent to be an excellent player who puts up a lot of points 
over his career, but it was probably too early to tab him as one of the 
premier forwards in the game. 

Mark Scheifele, C, Winnipeg: That Scheifele started out in Tier 3B was a 
courtesy to the scouts and executives who held his game in such high 
reverence. Even that designation was below where other outlets ranked 
Scheifele – putting him closer to a top 25 player in the league, which is 
franchise-player caliber. Tier 3B put him closer to top 35-50, but even 
that looks awfully generous now. Scheifele has been worth 0.4 wins this 
season according to GSVA, a mark that ranks 181st in the league 
amongst forwards. 

The thing with Scheifele over the past few years was his defense – he 
always gave a lot back the other way. That was easy to ignore for some 
people because of his production, but his slow start in that regard made 
his flaws much more noticeable. Scheifele is up to 28 points in 32 games, 
but his 3.36 expected goals allowed per 60 remains atrocious. It’s the 
third-worst mark in the league among forwards and he’s been so 
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consistently porous over the last few years that it’s time to admit that he 
is what he is. And it’s not a top 50 player. 

Jakob Chychrun, D, Arizona: After a fantastic 2020-21, Chychrun’s star 
has fallen sharply. He still plays a lot of minutes for Arizona, but his all-
around play has taken a step back as the talent around him disappeared. 
He’s still a good player, but it’s clear he needs help to carry a top pair, 
which makes it hard to justify his inclusion on this list altogether. We call 
this the “Provorov Principle.” 

Chychrun has been that bad this season, but he will likely fare fine if he’s 
traded to an environment where he’s not the go-to guy — and just a big, 
highly mobile defenseman who can move and shoot the puck. We got 
ahead of ourselves tabbing him as one of the top defensemen in the 
league. 

Jeff Petry, D, Montreal: Want an easy scapegoat for what the hell 
happened in Montreal this season? Look no further than Petry’s 
disastrous campaign. He looked like a legitimate top defenseman after 
last season, but with no Shea Weber around Petry had to be the go-to 
guy — and he crumbled. Petry has just four points in 33 games and is 
getting crushed at five-on-five on a regular basis. That’s not only not 
good enough for Tier 3, it’s too bad to be on this list at all. 

Honorable Mentions: Mathew Barzal, Shea Theodore, Patrick Kane, 
Sean Couturier, Alex Debrincat, Adam Pelech, Samuel Girard, John 
Klingberg 

Too Low 

Johnny Gaudreau, LW, Calgary: A quick copy-and-paste from the 
original: “Gaudreau needs to show that he’s not in decline.” He has, 
indeed, managed to do that. Decisively. Gaudreau is hovering around the 
100-point pace while putting up the best two-way numbers of his career, 
and he’s doing it all in a contract season. Johnny Hockey is about to get 
paaaaaid, whether it’s in Calgary or elsewhere. 

Did we anticipate such a major bounce-back? Obviously not; if we did, 
we’d have placed him higher than 4A. Still, there were signs last season 
that something like this was at least possible, especially when he played 
with more productive linemates. Credit Darryl Sutter for getting Gaudreau 
away from Sean Monahan permanently. It’s a little easier to stack points 
with Elias Lindholm and Matthew Tkachuk, two other players who earned 
and kept spots on this list. 

These aren’t empty calories, though. Gaudreau isn’t a passenger; he’s a 
driver for one of the most productive lines in the NHL and the big thing is 
that he’s back to playing his game. His play in transition has been 
exceptional with one of the highest puck-carrying rates in the league. 

Gaudreau has been one of the best five-on-five players in the league, in 
terms of both production and impact, and he’s playing the strongest 200-
foot game of his career without sacrificing any of the playmaking that 
earned him his reputation in the first place. That first 99-point season 
wasn’t an accident. If he hits that mark again, the route he’ll have taken 
will be even more impressive. 

Has consistency been an issue over the course of his career? Sure, and 
he seems like a prime candidate to sign a contract that brings some real 
pain at the back end. Make no mistake, though: He’s never looked better, 
and the numbers have never backed him up more strongly. He’s not just 
a top-of-the-lineup guy. He’s an All-Star, yet again, and might wind up on 
the periphery of the Hart discussion. 

Aaron Ekblad, D, Florida: Ekblad generated some disagreement going 
into the season with arguments about him in both directions. He was 
starting to look like one of the game’s most complete defensemen worthy 
of the franchise tag, but it was tough to ignore that his primary partner, 
MacKenzie Weegar, performed just as well without him. 

After half a season, it’s become clear that Ekblad didn’t get enough credit 
from us as he’s putting up some Norris-caliber numbers. He’s top five in 
GSVA among defensemen this season. With Ekblad on the ice, Florida is 
putting up close to 60 percent of the expected and actual goals, with his 
impact being felt on both sides of the puck. He’s been a 200-foot 
monster, fully living up to the promise he showed as the top pick in 2014. 

Ekblad is a big, mobile, competitive right-shot defenseman who can 
move and shoot the puck and defend very well. He’s been a massive part 
of why Florida has been so successful the last two seasons. 

Alex Ovechkin, LW, Washington: Ovechkin was a player of notable 
debate in our preseason discussion. His underlying numbers weren’t 
strong and many inside the game felt he wasn’t much more than a great 
shot at this stage of his career. He’s a physical freak but has seen his 
overall value steadily decline over the past few years. 

A continuation of that trend felt inevitable for the 36-year-old, but no such 
luck for the 31 other teams — Russian Machine Never Breaks. Not only 
is Ovechkin playing incredible enough hockey to warrant moving up, but 
it’s also by several magnitudes. The tiers were meant as a projection to 
show where we figured each player would land and Ovechkin was 
nowhere close to Tier 1. But that’s exactly how he’s played so far this 
season, arguably leading the entire field in the current Hart Trophy race. 

As of this writing, Ovechkin leads the NHL in goals, points and shots on 
goal — and yes, even GSVA, the very metric that had him rated so low 
prior to this season. By GSVA, Ovechkin’s 2.6 wins make him the 
league’s most valuable player so far, something that was very difficult to 
see coming. It’s clear we massively undervalued him. Ovechkin’s skating, 
skill, physicality and elite shot continue to make him a top forward in the 
NHL and one who seems to defy aging curves. 

Devon Toews, D, Colorado: Back in 2020 when the first edition of the 
Player Tiers came out, there were some analytics folks who said we 
needed to make room for Toews. He was solid with the Islanders and an 
analytics darling, but he wasn’t considered a bonafide top-pairing talent 
at that point. Deferring to NHL sources was a mistake in this regard. That 
mistake repeated itself before the 2021-22 season, when many wanted 
to see if Toews could repeat his strong 2020-21 performance. He did, 
and then some. 

It hasn’t just been the Makar show in Colorado — Toews has also been 
exceptional, giving Colorado two Norris-caliber defenders. Toews has 
kept up his incredible play-driving ability at five-on-five while also scoring 
31 points in 28 games, an amazing feat given his lack of time spent with 
the top power play. He’s the real deal, and it’s time to start giving him 
credit for it. 

The Hughes Brothers: Jack Hughes is a play-driving, point-per-game 
center as a 20-year-old and did not make the list in the preseason. Quinn 
Hughes is top 10 among defensemen in scoring and is playing 25 
minutes a night and barely made it himself. Clearly, both were too low. 
While they play different positions on different teams, both are dynamic 
skaters and playmakers who make an impact for their respective clubs 
despite lacking size. 

What makes Jack’s deserved inclusion here all the more impressive is 
that he’s only played 23 games, thanks to an early-season shoulder 
injury. He dove back in and started producing like a top-line center. And a 
No. 1 pick. And a $64 million player. Not bad. 

As for Quinn, he’s got 12 points in 16 games under Bruce Boudreau, 
including seven on the power play. That’s a potentially very productive 
combination of coach and player, and it should be fun to watch over the 
next few years. 

Kirill Kaprizov, LW, Minnesota: One of the questions we asked ourselves 
before the season started was how high should Kaprizov be after just 55 
games. It feels likely that Tier 3A might not have been high enough for 
his immense talent as he’s shown in his sophomore season that he may 
legitimately be a franchise player. Kaprizov still only has 91 NHL games 
under his belt, but he’s scoring at a 107-point pace in his second season, 
which is more than enough to warrant consideration to move up a tier. 

Although, if that’s the case, there’s probably a good reason to consider 
Jonathan Huberdeau moving up as well. He’s scoring at an even higher 
rate than Kaprizov. The “franchise player” gap is a very tough bridge to 
cross, but two of the league’s most potent offensive stars have played up 
to that level this season so far. 

Cale Makar, D, Colorado: We wanted to reserve this column for guys 
who were way too high or way too low. Makar started out in 1B in our 
rankings, but now deserves 1A consideration. It’s not a big change, but 
it’s meaningful. That’d mean discussing his name in the same breath as 
the superstars like Connor McDavid, Auston Matthews and his teammate 
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Nathan MacKinnon. He’s shown he belongs with those guys, or at the 
very least comfortably ahead of the other guys in Tier 1B. Makar has 
been a transcendent force this season, a generational defenseman who’s 
changing the way the position is played. 

Makar’s tremendous skating, puck skills, vision and scoring ability have 
made him a human highlight reel, putting him in the rarefied air of 
defensemen who could legitimately be considered for the Hart Trophy. 
And maybe even in the discussion as the best player in the NHL. 

Shooters: We sold a group of goal-scorers a little short. All of them were 
at 4A or lower, and all of them deserve a bump. 

It’s funny seeing Kyle Connor pop up with the “he is what he is” 
designation. We weren’t wrong — Connor’s five-on-five underlying 
numbers still aren’t great — but he clearly had more room to grow into 
his role as Phil Kessel 2.0. Jake Guentzel has removed all doubts over 
whether he’s a star in his own right; he’s been the Penguins’ most 
valuable player based on GSVA. Chris Kreider didn’t make the initial list, 
then went out and had himself the hottest start of his career; his 14 
power-play goals lead the league and have helped the Rangers outrun 
their terrible numbers at even strength. When Max Pacioretty is healthy, 
he’s undeniable. 

The guy worth singling out even more? Steven Stamkos. We wondered 
whether this was the season he transitioned into the “complementary 
star/power-play weapon phase of his career.” That — 52 points in 42 
games — has certainly not been the case. 

Honorable Mentions: Sebastian Aho, Roman Josi, William Nylander, Kris 
Letang, Morgan Rielly, Jason Robertson, Dylan Larkin, Filip Forsberg, 
Elias Lindholm 

On the list 

Rookies: We thought highly of Trevor Zegras, Moritz Seider and Lucas 
Raymond coming into the season, but not enough to include them as top 
100 players. Not without any NHL experience, save for a few games for 
Zegras. It takes a very special prospect to be in that conversation, but it’s 
clear now all three are worthy of it going forward. 

Zegras, Raymond and Seider have played big roles on teams that have 
outperformed their preseason projections with Raymond doing so as a 
19-year-old. Seider especially looks like one of the top all-around 
defensemen in the league currently. Zegras and Raymond may have 
some physical maturing left to do, but their pure skill and playmaking 
ability could have them moving into the league’s upper echelon in their 
prime. 

Timo Meier, LW, San Jose: Meier wasn’t even on our radar before the 
season started after back-to-back disappointing campaigns. He looked 
like a future star back in 2018-19, and it’s taken him some time to build 
off that season, but Meier has finally arrived with a stunning 2021-22 
performance. He’s been one of the league’s most valuable players, 
period, which is a shock for a player who was off the list entirely before 
the season started. His skating, skill, compete and scoring ability are all 
high-end. With 46 points in 37 games and elite play-driving numbers, 
there’s little doubt Meier will be off the list again next season. 

Nazem Kadri, C, Colorado: There isn’t a single soul who saw this coming 
from Kadri. His career-high pace is 75 points in a shortened season back 
in 2012-13. That was 10 seasons ago, and since he’s steadily scored at 
a 40-to-60 point rate. That’s who he was, and he confirmed that over his 
last two seasons with Colorado, scoring at a 52-point pace. It’s not often 
players shatter previous career highs at age 31, but Kadri looks on pace 
to do just that scoring 51 points in his first 36 games this season. He’s 
been absolutely ridiculous on a nightly basis, finally putting together all 
that skill he’s flashed before into a consistently complete package. It’s 
unlikely this is repeatable, but it’s a strong enough showing to make him 
more than worthy of inclusion among the NHL’s top 100 players. 

Troy Terry, F, Anaheim: His star turn has been one of the most pleasant 
surprises of the season. Like Kadri and Meier, Terry wasn’t on our radar 
when we made the original list. Really, though, can you blame us? His 
career-high in goals was … seven. Now he’s working at a 40-goal pace. 
He seems like a player who made the leap in his age-24 season, and 
that All-Star spot is well-earned. It wouldn’t be wise to assume he 
maintains a shooting percentage of 24.4, but he’s been more than good 
enough to earn some credit here. Terry’s game is full of skill and 

creativity, it’s why he was so good in college and the AHL. It took him 
some time to get going in the NHL but between him, Zegras and Sonny 
Milano, that Anaheim forward group got interesting in a hurry. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov, C, Washington: There’s no better way to bounce 
back from two miserable seasons than starting out as the trigger-man for 
Alex Ovechkin, and Kuznetsov cashed in. That contract looks a lot more 
palatable now that he’s back as a point-per-game guy. Now, are 39 great 
games enough to assuage all doubts? Of course not; his name popped 
up in trade rumors for a reason. Ultimately, though, he’s a major talent 
who’s producing at the best rate of his career. His linemates are worth 
tracking, now that Nicklas Backstrom is getting some of those prime 
Ovechkin minutes. 

Former Norris winners: Back in early August, The Athletic released its 
annual 10 worst NHL contracts article. No. 1: Drew Doughty. No. 2: Erik 
Karlsson. With the way both had been trending over the past couple of 
seasons, it was difficult to justify their exorbitant cap hits — neither was 
coming close to living up their salary. All that has changed this season, 
as both look much closer to the players they used to be: the players who 
commanded such high salaries in the first place. 

Neither will win the Norris Trophy this season — that’s likely reserved for 
Makar — but both have put up elite numbers and helped carry their 
respective teams back to relevancy. The talent was always there, but 
motivation (Doughty) and health (Karlsson) had stymied their 
performance over the last couple of seasons. They’re back now, more 
than deserving of inclusion among the NHL’s best 100 players again, and 
the league is a better place for it. 

Pavel Buchnevich, LW, St. Louis: The offseason trade that landed 
Buchnevich with the Blues (and Sammy Blais with the Rangers) always 
looked a little lopsided. Maybe more than a little, given Buchnevich’s 
potential. The early returns, though, are even more one-sided than 
expected. Blais is hurt, and Buchnevich (15 goals, 21 assists) is showing 
just how under-utilized and underappreciated he was in New York. He’s 
also had a positive impact defensively, in case you’re a St. Louis fan who 
wants to twist the knife a bit more. Maybe that second-round pick will turn 
into something nice. You never know. 

Worthy forwards: There’s one more spot and a ton of forwards excelling 
this season to choose from. Matt Duchene is having a resurgent season; 
Ryan Hartman has been a welcome surprise next to Kaprizov; Bryan 
Rust — like Guentzel — is proving he’s more than just a Sidney Crosby 
byproduct; Anthony Duclair is nearing a point-per-game pace; Tyler 
Bertuzzi is above it as Detroit’s most potent offensive forward; and 
Jordan Kyrou has become a go-to scorer on a stacked Blues offense. 

Six guys, all worthy, and if we looked hard enough for some other guys to 
take off the initial list it might not be all that difficult to find room for more. 
They’re honorable mentions though, for now, as the guy rising a bit 
above the rest for now is Drake Batherson, who’s making a name for 
himself in Ottawa. He has 33 points in 30 games and has been one of 
the team’s better play-drivers. He looks legit. 

Off the list 

Golden oldies: The Stars were anticipating some sort of bounce-back for 
Tyler Seguin, and so were we. Six points in his last three games is 
nothing to sniff at, but it still puts him at 19 on the season. That’s not 
enough to make him stick. Nicklas Backstrom hit the ground running after 
his return from hip surgery, but his case was borderline to begin with, and 
someone needs to go if we’re making space for the risers. We feel for 
Mark Giordano, whose clock is ticking on a bad expansion team, and 
he’s been fine — but he’s no longer one of the 100 best players in the 
league. Jake Muzzin is still effective enough, but this season has 
strengthened the argument that, at 32, his downward tick is more than a 
blip. 

Bounced by bad teams: Petry isn’t the only Canadien to sink like a stone. 
Brendan Gallagher is on pace to have the worst season of his career. 
Nick Suzuki leads Montreal in points, but … someone has to do it. 
Nobody is closing the book on them as players, but it’s tough — as fringe 
players on the original list — to perform that badly and stick around. 
(Phillip Danault, it’s worth saying, is having himself quite the season in 
Los Angeles.) 
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Claude Giroux stays put, but three of his Flyers teammates got the boot. 
Ryan Ellis has barely played, Ivan Provorov needs too much help for a 
top-100 player and Travis Konecny is now almost two years out from his 
2019-20 breakout without building upon it. 
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The Athletic / Down Goes Brown: What’s the best 6-man lineup you can 
make out of players with the exact same cap hit? 

 

By Sean McIndoe  

Jan 25, 2022  

 

This space has turned into salary cap central over the last little while, as 
we worked through my previous cap-related predictions and then put 
some potentially bad contracts on trial. That wasn’t intentional, since that 
would imply that I do any kind of long-term planning. But sometimes 
these sort of themes just pop up, and you just have to go with them. 

So today, we’re finally going to tackle a question that lots of you have 
sent in over the years: What’s the best six-man lineup you can make out 
of players who all had the same cap hit? 

This is exactly the sort of question we love around here, because it’s 
dead simple and also harder than you think. For example, right off the bat 
we know we can’t use a lot of really good players. Connor McDavid’s 
$12.5 million hit can’t help us because nobody else is that high. A $10.5 
million hit gives us a solid start with Carey Price, Jonathan Toews and 
Patrick Kane, but then we run out of options. And some guys have 
completely unique AAVs, meaning we have no use for Auston Matthews 
at $11,640,250, Artemi Panarin at $11,642,857, or Alexander Ovechkin’s 
old $9,538,462. 

Still, we should be able to find some solid combinations. But first, a few 
ground rules: 

First and foremost, the same cap hit means what it says: The exact same 
AAV, down to the dollar and cents. Close enough is not close enough. 

We’re looking for a goalie, two defensemen and three forwards, but we’re 
not otherwise getting hung up on position here. 

We’re not using ELCs or league minimum deals here because that would 
(literally) be cheap. We’re also not looking at retained salary, buyouts, or 
any bonuses that rolled over into the following season. 

This part is important, so watch me break out the italics: We can use any 
contract a player has had during the cap era, but our team only gets 
credit for the best of what he did during those seasons. If we want to put 
Joe Thornton on Team $5,000,000 we can, but that means we only get 
his one 2018-19 season in San Jose, not his entire body of work. 

Finally, one quasi-exception to that last rule: We’ll allow extensions that 
have been signed but haven’t kicked in yet. That will involve making 
some assumptions about aging curves and productivity down the road, 
but that should be fine because when has a hockey writer ever been 
wrong about the future? 

Let’s do this. (As always, thanks to the invaluable Cap Friendly for all 
salary-related info.) 

Before we start listing teams, let’s huddle up for some strategy. I can see 
two paths forward: Either we go with nice round numbers that will 
probably have more players to choose from, or we pick a well-known 
bargain contract and see if we can build a team around that. 

Let’s start with the second option. Arguably the single best contract of the 
cap era is Nathan MacKinnon’s current one, with MVP-level play in 
exchange for a $6.3 million hit. That’s a great start, and gets even better 
when we realize we can put him on a line with Patrick Kane and 

Jonathan Toews in their early-20s. But that’s about as far as we can go, 
as Cam Ward is the only other player to have a cap hit of exactly $6.3 
million. We can’t make a team here. 

We run into a similar problem if we try to build off two current Florida 
Panther bargains in Jonathan Huberdeau and Aleksander Barkov, both 
at $5.9 million. We can give them William Karlsson to play with, and have 
a few goaltending options with long-ago deals to Kari Lehtonen and 
Semyon Varlamov, which are enticing, and current-day Philipp Grubauer, 
which is not. But again, there are no defensemen to pick from, although 
Nate Schmidt’s current $5.95 million is close. 

I also can’t find enough teammates for Brad Marchand’s $6.125 million 
hit (which only offers us Mark Scheifele), Shea Theodore’s $5.2 million 
(just Sam Reinhart), or Leon Draisaitl’s $8.5 million (which gets us a 
great forward line with Steven Stamkos and Mika Zibanejad’s upcoming 
extension and has in-his-prime Henrik Lundqvist in goal, but no blue 
line). It gets especially frustrating if you try to build a team around David 
Pastrnak’s $6,666,667 hit, only to realize that elite seasons from guys 
like Thornton, Ilya Kovalchuk and Dan Boyle came at a price of 
$6,666,666. You just had to squeeze that one extra dollar, didn’t you 
David. 

OK, so the “build around a bargain” strategy doesn’t seem to be working. 
For now, let’s go with the round numbers that we know will at least give 
us enough players to work with. 

Team $5,000,000 

This number is low enough that we won’t find many elite options from 
current contracts, although we can grab Jonathan Marchessault as well 
as the pre-extension deals for Morgan Rielly, Ryan Pulock and Zach 
Werenski. Up front, we could also look at two Avalanche contracts from 
the past: two years of Ryan O’Reilly’s offer sheet, and Peter Forsberg for 
one of his comeback attempts. Instead, I’m going to take Marchessault 
and then grab a 40-goal season from Jeff Carter, plus some Selke-
winning defense from a young Patrice Bergeron. 

On the blue line, I’ll take Rielly from today’s group and pair him with 
Sergei Gonchar’s first few years in Pittsburgh. And I’ve got lots to choose 
from in goal, where I could have today’s Juuse Saros, Thatcher Demko 
or Robin Lehner, or a Cup-winning Marc-Andre Fleury from the Penguin 
days. But there’s an easy call here, as I can take Tim Thomas during his 
Bruins’ peak when he was the best goalie in the league. 

Forwards: Patrice Bergeron (2011-2014), Jeff Carter (2008-2011), 
Jonathan Marchessault (2018-2024) 

Defense: Sergei Gonchar (2005-2010), Morgan Rielly (2016-2022) 

Goalie: Tim Thomas (2006-2009) 

Not bad! But almost certainly not the best we can do. Let’s toss another 
million on the pile and see what that buys us. 

Team $6,000,000 

We have a few options in goal, including current deals to Jordan 
Binnington and Jacob Markstrom, but I’m going to reach back a bit and 
get a Cup-winning season out of Corey Crawford’s very underrated peak. 
Similarly, I could use current contracts for Rasmus Dahlin, Matt Dumba 
or (cough) Tyler Myers, but I’ll build my blue line around Brian Rafalski’s 
four years in Detroit and one veteran season of Scott Niedermayer in 
Anaheim. 

I’ve got more options to work with up front, including current deals for 
Timo Meier, Taylor Hall and Jake Guentzel, as well as late-career deals 
to Hall of Famers Joe Sakic and Paul Kariya. (This is also the spot where 
I could load up on all those terrible contracts for UFA forwards from 2016, 
which I will not be doing.) Instead, I’ll start with a HHOF name who was in 
his prime and take Marian Hossa, thanks to that deal he signed with the 
Senators hours before they traded him. He’ll be playing with Artemi 
Panarin from his two brilliant years in Columbus. And I’ll circle back to 
Hall, but not his Boston deal; instead, I want his original Oilers extension 
that ended up covering an MVP year in New Jersey. 

Defense: Brian Rafalski (2007-2011), Scott Niedermayer (2009-10) 

Goalie: Corey Crawford (2014-2020) 
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I think that team is better than Team $5,000,000, which makes sense 
because an extra million should go a long way. Let’s test that theory by 
bumping our price up again. 

Artemi Panarin in 2018-19. (Kim Klement / USA Today) 

Team $7,000,000 

We notice something right away, and it’s an issue that will continue to be 
a factor as we keep moving up the ladder: There aren’t many goalies 
who sign deals in this range. That means I only have three names to 
choose from in the $7 million club, although they’re all pretty good. In 
fact, I have three Vezina winners to choose from, thanks to Fleury in 
Vegas, Tuukka Rask in Boston, and Pekka Rinne in Nashville. 

So, I’ll be fine for this team. But there are only five goalies who’ve ever 
signed deals for more than $7 million, and two of them are Sergei 
Bobrovsky. We don’t have enough teammates to build around Carey 
Price at $10.5 million or Henrik Lundqvist at $8.5 million, so with one 
exception that we’ll get to in a minute, this is basically as high as we’re 
going to be able to go. 

Can we make the best of it? No, we can not, thanks to a very weird 
discovery: Defensemen don’t sign $7 million contracts. Or at least, they 
don’t sign for exactly that amount. We have just three guys to choose 
from, and while one of them is a great pick — Drew Doughty’s first 
extension with the Kings — the other two are considered among the 
worst contracts of the cap era. Dion Phaneuf or Marc-Édouard Vlasic, 
who you got? Oof. 

We’re much better up front, where we can put one of the best 
playmakers ever with a 50-goal scorer, and then decide between splitting 
up the late-career Sedins or going with a current sniper. But I’m not sure 
that’s good enough to erase the sting from that blue line. 

Forwards: Jarome Iginla (2005-2008), Joe Thornton (2011-2014), Max 
Pacioretty (2019-2023) 

Defense: Drew Doughty (2011-2019), Dion Phaneuf (2014-2021) 

Goalie: Tuukka Rask (2013-2021) 

You know, when you see it laid out like that, this is still a good squad, 
even if with an obvious weak link. But we can do better… I think. Since 
we can’t go any higher with our nice round numbers, let’s work our way 
down to the next best thing by splitting the difference with some half-
million teams. 

Team $6,500,000 

Yep, here we go. 

Carey Price is literally our only option in goal, but we get his MVP year so 
we’re fine with that. Our blue line can use Erik Karlsson at the height of 
his powers, plus either Alex Pietrangelo’s prime in St. Louis or current 
Blues in Colton Parayko, Torey Krug or Justin Faulk. We’re off to a great 
start. 

Unfortunately, we’re weirdly limited up front, where we have just eight 
names to choose from, none of which are exactly elite stars. I’m going to 
start with current deals for Sam Reinhart, who’s been good this year, and 
Brendan Gallagher, who plays for Montreal. For my last spot, I’ll go with 
what might be a minor surprise: Danny Briere’s UFA deal with the Flyers, 
which is often viewed as a bad signing but at least delivered a few strong 
years from an underrated player. 

Forwards: Danny Briere (2007-2015), Sam Reinhart (2021-2024), 
Brendan Gallagher (2021-2027) 

Defense: Erik Karlsson (2012-2019), Alex Pietrangelo (2013-2020) 

Goalie: Carey Price (2012-2018) 

Man, that one started off great and then went off the rails. Let’s drop back 
down another million and see if we can find the sweet spot. 

Or … not. Yeah, it turns out the NHL has never had a goaltender with a 
$5.5 million cap hit. Not one. We’ve had $5.4 (Elvis Merzlikins), $5.66 
(Igor Shesterkin), $5.625 (Sergei Bobrovsky) and even $5.291 (Jimmy 
Howard), but never a nice $5.5 million on the nose. Does this mean 
something? Is it yet another case of goalies being huge weirdos who ruin 

everything? I’m not sure, but it means we can’t build a team out of guys 
like Mats Sundin, Patrik Elias, Bo Horvat and Parayko. 

What if we drop all the way down to $4.5 million? Let’s find out … 

Team $4,500,000 

The good news is we do have a decent goalie. A few, actually, including 
Darcy Kuemper’s Arizona years and current Freddie Andersen. But I 
can’t pass up a Hall of Famer, even an old one, so let’s go with Martin 
Brodeur’s reasonably OK last two years in New Jersey before he retired 
and never played again and certainly didn’t come back with a different 
team. 

Our blue line includes one legit stud in a pre-offer sheet Shea Weber, 
plus a few other options worth considering and also Nikita Zaitsev. Up 
front, we can start with one of the league’s best current contracts in 
Nazem Kadri, give him a 50-goal scorer on the wing in early Ottawa-era 
Dany Heatley, and round the line out with Brad Marchand’s cheap deal. 
No, his other cheap deal, the one before his current one, which still 
includes an 85-point season. 

Forwards: Nazem Kadri (2016-2022), Dany Heatley (2005-2008), Brad 
Marchand (2013-2017) 

Defense: Shea Weber (2008-2011), Tyson Barrie (2021-2024) 

Goalie: Martin Brodeur (2012-2014) 

Nudge the price tag down just a bit further, and we can get this … 

Team $4,250,000 

This one’s a bit tricky, since even in the earliest days of the cap, $4.25 
million didn’t buy you much in the way of elite talent. But we can find a 
few solid bargains here — especially in goal, where we’ll only have one 
season to work with, but get it from one of the all-time greats. We have 
four solid choices up front, where Tyler Toffoli is the late cut, and the blue 
line is talented enough that we don’t need Vlasic’s pre-disaster contract. 

Forwards: James van Riemsdyk (2012-2018), Jakub Voracek (2012-
2016), Viktor Arvidsson (2017-2024) 

Defense: John Klingberg (2015-2022), Tomas Kaberle (2006-2011) 

Goalie: Henrik Lundqvist (2007-2008) 

That’s a solid team. It’s also about as cheap as I want to go on this, so 
let’s check in on a few other numbers that might work. Team $5,250,000 
looks feisty with an Art Ross-winning season from Jamie Benn, a blue 
line featuring Hampus Lindholm and the Bruins years from Krug, plus 
some all-star seasons from Martin St. Louis, but there’s no goalie. Team 
$6,400,000 gets off to an intriguing start with current Alex DeBrincat and 
John Gibson plus a young Kovalchuk before fading. Team $6,250,000 
could make Oiler fans sad by grouping free agent Ryan Smyth with 2005-
06 Chris Pronger, and we could put Ryan Miller in goal, but there isn’t 
quite enough there to work with. 

I did find another team that’s worth a mention … 

John Klingberg. (Darren Yamashita / USA Today) 

Team $6,750,000 

We can build this team around Brayden Point’s current deal, another of 
the league’s best values. He can play with Johnny Gaudreau, and 
another version of Thornton (this one from 2014, bumping out a veteran 
Joe Sakic). We can put Roberto Luongo’s pre-sucky contract in goal. And 
our blue line is fantastic, with a Norris year from Mark Giordano playing 
second fiddle to arguably the very best UFA deal ever signed by an NHL 
team. 

Forwards: Brayden Point (2019-2022), Joe Thornton (2014-2017), 
Johnny Gaudreau (2016-2022) 

Defense: Scott Niedermayer (2005-2009), Mark Giordano (2016-2022) 

Goalie: Roberto Luongo (2006-2010) 

That’s the best team we’ve seen so far, and feels like a worthy champion. 
But of course, there’s still one thread I left dangling up above that you 
might be wondering about. It’s that one high-priced goaltender that we 
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said we could still build a team around, and it’s time to break him out and 
see what we can do with him … 

Team $9,500,000 

We’re into some pretty high altitude here, and in fact, there are only ten 
players in NHL history who’ve ever had a cap hit of exactly $9.5 million. 
But we can build a really good team out of them, thanks to an absolutely 
loaded forward group and our “future contracts are OK” rule opening the 
door to a few current blue line studs. 

Forwards: Nikita Kucherov (2019-2027), Alexander Ovechkin (2021-
2026), Mark Stone (2019-2027) 

Defense: Adam Fox (2022-2029), Charlie McAvoy (2022-2030) 

Goalie: Andrei Vasilevskiy (2020-2028) 

How stacked is this team? Our depth would include Seth Jones, Evgeni 
Malkin and Point. It would also include current Jamie Benn, but we never 
said we were perfect. This team is loaded, and is clearly the best of our 
bunch. 

It also turns out to be the highest possible cap hit you can currently build 
a team for. While there are 18 players with cap hits north of $9.5 million, 
there aren’t any other combinations that add up to a six-man roster, at 
least until we can get some defensemen on Team $10,000,000, McDavid 
isn’t all alone on Team $12,500,000, or we find anyone at all who can 
help Jeremy Welsh on Team What The Hell That Can’t Be Right. 

That might make this a somewhat unsatisfying ending, as the best team 
is also the most expensive one. Call it shades of the pre-cap Red Wings. 
Or maybe you just call it evidence that even when it comes to fictional 
roster-building time-wasters, you still get what you pay for. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Martin shines for Canucks again, even in defeat, as the 
Allvin era draws near 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 26, 2022, 2:46 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- After celebrating Lunar New Year on Tuesday, the 
Vancouver Canucks will celebrate a new era when they announce Patrik 
Allvin as their new general manager. 

The Canucks are expected to confirm Allvin’s appointment on 
Wednesday, and the 47-year-old from Leksand, via the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, will become the first Swedish general manager in the National 
Hockey League. He’ll take charge of a team whose strong history with 
players from Sweden began in the 1970s. 

He’ll also inherit a team that is likely to miss the Stanley Cup playoffs for 
the sixth time in seven seasons. 

Of course, had the Canucks been more successful during that time, 
Allvin wouldn’t be getting this opportunity, given to him by his former 
mentor and boss in Pittsburgh, Jim Rutherford. 

But Allvin will find quite a bit to work with in the Canucks’ young core 
players, and a fascinating group to work with in management. 

Reports of his imminent hiring by Sportsnet insider Elliotte Friedman and 
others came one day after Rutherford, who replaced Jim Benning as 
head of hockey operations on Dec. 9, named Montreal-based player 
agent Émilie Castonguay the franchise’s first female assistant general 
manager. 

Last week, Rachel Doerrie was added to the Canucks' analytics 
department and Rutherford’s first hire in Vancouver back in December 
was respected “hockey man” Derek Clancy as an assistant GM. 

Allvin, like Clancy, rose through the scouting ranks, so the Canucks have 
added considerable scouting chops to their front office. 

But the diverse hockey backgrounds of the new hires are interesting and 
fit Rutherford’s stated goal of bringing together a staff with varied 
experiences, different journeys, in the hopes it will spawn equally diverse 
ideas and maybe even some new ones. 

Allvin will inherit Benning’s special advisors, Swedish icons Daniel and 
Henrik Sedin. 

As Rutherford reiterated to Sportsnet this week, significant work on the 
ice is needed. But the team, at least, is displaying the same relentless 
work ethic that is part of the new management’s reputation. 

Tuesday, the Canucks lost 3-2 in overtime to the Edmonton Oilers, 
playing again with five key players in COVID-19 protocol and a career 
minor-leaguer in net. 

Starting for the second time in the NHL in five days after going five years 
between games, 26-year-old Spencer Martin didn’t allow a goal until 
Ryan McLeod rattled a shot under the goalie from a sharp angle at 6:33 
of the third period to start Edmonton back from a 2-0 deficit. Martin 
finished with 47 saves. 

Leon Draisaitl tied the game at 10:24, finishing beautifully from Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins’ cross-ice pass at 10:24 – 20 seconds after a weak 
cross-checking penalty was assessed to Canuck Oliver Ekman-Larsson 
for a shove on Connor McDavid. 

The Canucks never escaped the power-play pressure, and they couldn’t 
escape overtime, either, as Vancouver forward Jason Dickinson swung 
too deep into the Edmonton zone and couldn’t reel-in McDavid on the 
two-on-one counter-attack. The Oilers susperstar converted Darnell 
Nurse’s excellent pass with 23.4 seconds remaining. 

It was Edmonton’s ninth shot of the extra session as the Oilers, who had 
just ended a seven-game losing streak, dominated towards the end of 
the game. 

“We had the lead going into the third period,” Canucks winger Tyler Motte 
lamented. “That's one you've got to finish off. We dug ourselves a hole 
(in the standings), and we’ve got to find a way to get points. And that's a 
great example of how we didn't finish the job.” 

The loss dropped Vancouver a point behind Edmonton in the Pacific 
Division standings and left the Canucks with just two of six points from 
their three-game homestand. They are 2-4-2 since Omicron arrived in the 
dressing room with a vengeance. 

But they had the Oilers down 2-0 when Motte and Pettersson scored less 
than three minutes apart on maligned Oilers goalie Mikko Koskinen late 
in the second period. 

Pettersson used Cody Ceci as a screen before shooting from the top of 
the left-wing circle between the Oilers defenceman’s legs and into the far 
corner at 14:26. Motte doubled the lead shorthanded at 17:13 by firing 
through Koskinen’s feet on a breakaway set up by J.T. Miller, who took 
away a goal from McDavid by blocking his open-net shot in the 
Vancouver end and then relayed the puck to Motte. 

Martin was brilliant in the Canucks’ net until McLeod’s weak goal 
changed the game early in the third period. 

“He made some incredible saves, and what I like probably more than any 
of it was after the bad goal, the first one, he got right back up and he 
didn't let it affect him,” coach Bruce Boudreau said. “He battled hard all 
the way to the end. And that's the markings of a good goalie.” 

The Oilers are in the market for one of those, and one of Allvin’s first 
duties may be trying to persuade Canucks backup Jaroslav Halak to 
waive his no-movement clause ahead of the trade deadline in March. 

Both Halak and Canucks starter Thatcher Demko remained Tuesday in 
COVID-19 protocol, along with top-six forwards Bo Horvat, Conor 
Garland and Tanner Pearson. 
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It was Miller’s first game back from protocol, and his linemates, 
Pettersson and Brock Boeser, were both recently in Covid quarantine. 
Despite Pettersson’s solo goal and Miller’s outstanding play on Motte’s 
shorty, Boudreau said he needed more from his top line. 

“Yeah, you know what? We need them to be the top line, and I thought 
they were overshadowed a little bit,” Boudreau said. “They didn't get the 
opportunities or didn't create the opportunities that I would have liked. 

“We didn't win many board battles. That's what that top line has got to do 
better. Win the board battles, then we'll get possession. And when we get 
possession, then they're fine. But we didn't get enough possession.” 

Boeser has just one goal and one assist in eight games since returning 
from a Covid absence exacerbated by border problems when he returned 
to Canada. Pettersson has four goals and an assist during that time. 

The Canucks hope to have at least a couple of quarantined players back 
when they open a four-game trip Thursday in Edmonton. At the very 
least, they’ll have a new GM. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: A lesson to learn 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

January 25, 2022, 6:49 PM 

 

It’s from August 2018, at the David Marcoux School of Goaltending, 
based in Calgary. Marcoux, who is doing the talking, was the Flames’ 
goalie coach from 2003-09 and Carolina’s from 2014-17. On his right is 
his son, Adam, who was playing for the BCHL’s Trail Smoke Eaters at 
the time, and is now a coach himself. 

It’s incredibly powerful for me. 

The young goalie Marcoux introduces to the group is Anden 
Bieganowski, then a month from turning 11. As you hear, Anden is on the 
autism spectrum. (There’s a separate video of Anden being introduced 
off-ice to another group, really nicely done. But it shows the faces of 
several minors and that’s dicey to post without permission from parents.) 

“When Anden first came to our camp, he was very, very diligent and 
clearly had fun playing,” David Marcoux said Monday. “One thing we had 
to improve was his focus. He was distracted too easily, so we put him in 
a weaker group to start.” 

That’s common for people on the spectrum -- keeping focus can be a 
challenge. But Bieganowski loves playing goal so much that he 
overcame the issue. 

“He played so well that we moved him to a higher level,” Marcoux said. 
“That video is after he won the breakaway competition at the end of 
practice. We wanted to explain to the kids that Anden learns a little 
differently, but it didn’t mean anything on the ice.” 

According to Anden’s mother, Shelley, at that time in his life Anden was 
what is known as a “scripted” talker. That means he’s not conversational, 
but recites phrases or sentences he’d seen that he was comfortable with 
in lieu of conversations. If you’re not used to it, it can be jarring. 

Now 14, Anden plays for the Blackfoot Chiefs, and continues attending 
Marcoux’s camps. 

“Back then, Anden didn’t speak much,” Marcoux said. “He’d show up, get 
dressed and go out on the ice. Now, he says hello, and talks a bit. If he 
has any issues, he’ll let us know. A new coach who just met him wouldn’t 
even notice any difference around the rink.” 

“He’s found his place,” his mother says, very proudly. 

For anyone who knows someone on the autism spectrum, that video is 
what you love to see. Brief explanation, don’t make a huge deal out of it, 
create understanding and a place where Anden can grow. Which, clearly, 
he is doing. 

Three times in the last month, there’ve been incidents where a Black or 
Biracial player was on the receiving end of the “monkey gesture” in a 
professional game -- Derek Joslin in Europe on Dec. 27; Boko Imama in 
the AHL on Jan. 12, although it did not reach the mainstream until Krystof 
Hrabik was suspended last Friday; and, one day later, Jordan Subban in 
the ECHL. 

Imagine the cumulative effect. Three times in 26 days. Pause and think 
about that for a second. And we’re not even including what happened to 
Jalen Smereck, which was disgusting. 

In all three cases, the players who committed the offence used the same 
defence: they were making the “tough guy” pose, mocking their 
opponents for acting like they were going to do something while the 
referees separated players. In a statement, Hrabik maintained he didn’t 
mean anything racial, while accepting his punishment and vowing to do 
better. Jacob Panetta, suspended for the Subban incident, posted an 
emotional apology, adding video of himself doing the same gesture in 
previous games as proof he didn’t mean anything racial. 

Panetta (and Hrabik) deserve the opportunity to prove themselves right, 
show their intentions were not how they appeared. But, honestly, how 
can anyone blame or question Subban -- or anyone else of colour, 
including his family -- from being furious that it even occurred? We were 
barely 24 hours past the AHL suspension. 

According to multiple sources, Imama (also the victim of an on-ice racial 
slur two years ago almost to the day) did not see the gesture when it 
happened. His teammates reported it, and Imama was first shown the 
video during a zoom call. His reaction was so powerful that it greatly 
affected others who were in the meeting. The AHL did not release the 
video because it was so painful for Imama, which is completely 
understandable. 

I watched the Anden Bieganowski video again on Sunday, and thought, 
“We needed that here.” 

The incident with Derek Joslin did not receive gigantic coverage. But 
people in hockey knew it happened. That’s the mistake, that’s where this 
broke down. Everyone -- leagues, teams, players’ associations, agents, 
the players themselves -- should have been all over it. There should have 
been a massive “DON’T DO THIS” warning everywhere: “You may think 
you’re doing the ‘tough guy’ thing, but that’s not how it’s going to be 
interpreted.” 

And if it didn’t happen then, it should have happened in tandem with the 
AHL punishment. Everywhere: DON’T DO THIS. 

I love hockey. There’s so much greatness about it. I’ve learned so much 
about what it takes to be successful; it’s made me a better person. I 
really believe there’s room for everyone in it. But sometimes our wounds 
are self-inflicted and this was a perfect example. 

We should have been more proactive. Instead, we are where we are. An 
explosive, massively damaging moment for everyone involved, with long-
term repercussions. 

1. Calgary’s social media team clowned Justin Faulk following the 
Flames’ 7-1 win over St. Louis on Monday night. Prior to the road trip, 
Faulk admitted, “I’m not looking forward to going to Canada one bit. But 
we’ll play some hockey games and get it over with and then come back.” 
Faulk doesn’t say a ton -- I was surprised he’d be the one to go there -- 
but he’s highly respected among his peers. He said what a lot of them 
are thinking, and that’s bad news for Canadian teams at the trade 
deadline. As I’ve written before, there’s at least one big-time rental who’s 
indicated he won’t come north of the border. Not everyone will be like 
that, but it’s a challenge. Might be very good news for Canadian sellers. 

2. With that in mind, the last time Ben Chiarot was a free agent, Toronto 
was very interested. It couldn’t work at the time, but it’s something to 
remember. Calgary, Florida and St. Louis are among the other parties 
looking into him. 
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3. If Philadelphia had been willing to take a late-round pick for Martin 
Jones, it’s possible he would already be an Edmonton Oiler. But the 
Flyers wanted something better and felt the market will strengthen as we 
get closer to the deadline. Name a goalie -- Alexander Georgiev, Braden 
Holtby, Ville Husso, Anton Khudobin, Joonas Korpisalo, Vitek Vanecek, 
Semyon Varlamov -- they looked at it. There undoubtedly are others, 
rentals, non-rentals, you name it. 

GM Ken Holland held. He doesn’t want to trade his first-rounder, and 
multiple teams indicated that the higher it looked the second-rounder 
could be, he wasn’t thrilled about moving it, either. (That pick or the 
Oilers’ third will go to Chicago, pending their playoff performance.) Their 
fourth-rounder already belongs to New Jersey. Dallas prefers moving 
Khudobin over Holtby, and several people made a good point about 
Varlamov. If he goes, there’s no Russian on the roster with Ilya Sorokin -- 
not a small thing. 

4. If Edmonton does a deal with Columbus, and I’m not convinced 
Korpisalo is the right move, watch to see if the Oilers also look at Kevin 
Stenlund. He’s in the AHL on a one-way contract. Big body who can play. 
Edmonton needs some beef. 

5. Not available: Arizona’s Karel Vejmelka, who’s having an excellent 
rookie season out of nowhere. The Coyotes are starting extension talks. 
He’s two years from unrestricted free agency. 

6. It’s grind time for Jakob Chychrun. There are several teams going hard 
at this. Florida is there for sure, but I'm not convinced they want to move 
Anton Lundell. I think Columbus is there. Anaheim, Boston and Carolina 
have been there. I suspect Colorado is in stealth mode. No doubt there 
are others. My sense is Los Angeles and the Rangers are out for now -- 
weird stuff happens, you never know. But we’re past the fact-finding 
stage and we’ll see when it closes. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

7. During All-Star, expect Claude Giroux to sit down with his agent (Pat 
Brisson) to discuss his future. I think there are Avalanche players who’d 
love to have him. The question is if the organization decides that’s the 
move they need to make. The right-hand shot makes sense. But it won’t 
be easy for Colorado to fit. That means the possibility of a third team, 
which raises the asset cost. There’s still time for it to play out, and Giroux 
has control. 

8. Arizona, by the way, has indicated it prefers to keep Lawson Crouse. 

9. We should prepare ourselves for the possibility of Marc-Andre Fleury, 
Washington Capital. At the very least, the Capitals are looking into it. 

10. No clarity as I write this on Evander Kane’s eligibility from the NHL, 
but Edmonton and Washington wait to see how things unfold. 

11. Another situation to keep an eye on: Filip Zadina, Detroit. Steve 
Yzerman never tips his hand; you can’t help but look at it and wonder if 
it’s time for a fresh start. 

12. Now that he’s closer to getting his front-office in line, Vancouver 
president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford has indicated he’s getting 
ready to talk about some things. The local fascination is JT Miller, and 
the Canucks have fielded so many calls about him the last two years they 
know exactly what the market is. But there will be others -- including Luke 
Schenn, a perfect piece to help a team. 

13. Rutherford did have a phone conversation with TNT analyst Anson 
Carter, to gauge his interest in interviewing for a position. The two have a 
good relationship, but the timing wasn’t right. 

14. Angela Gorgone Swartz looked at her twitter feed Monday morning 
and was overcome with emotion upon seeing Émilie Castonguay hired as 
the Canucks’ assistant GM. “I read it twice to make sure I was really 
reading what I thought I was reading,” she said with a laugh from 
California. “It brought me back to when I was in the league, to how 
excited she must be. I remember what it was like for me.” 

Teammate Iain MacIntyre blasted it out of the park with the emotional 
story about Castonguay’s late sister Valerie, and their conversations 

about Vancouver. Castonguay added she had a goal to work in the city 
by age 38, a target she will beat by six weeks. She is the second female 
assistant GM in NHL history, behind Gorgone Swartz, promoted to that 
position in Anaheim in 1996. 

“Getting that promotion was second only to getting offered a job in the 
NHL,” she said. “My parents always supported me. What five-year-old 
says they want to work for a hockey team? Kids change their mind every 
month, but I stuck with it. Teachers and counselors said to me, ‘You’ve 
got great grades, you can do anything.’ Yeah I did, but I never changed 
my mind. That’s how bad I wanted it.” 

After watching Bowling Green win the 1984 NCAA hockey championship 
in quadruple overtime, her heart was set on the school because it 
combined a good team with a sports management program. Pepperdine, 
for example, had a great program, but not the hockey team. She asked 
then-head coach Jerry York to volunteer, and he brought her in to keep 
stats. She sent letters to almost every NHL team and received two 
internship offers -- New Jersey and Washington. 

“I can remember the day I got a letter from the Devils. We went to a 
Chinese restaurant, and my fortune cookie read, ‘The greatest pleasure 
in life is doing things others said you cannot do.’” There was a bit of a 
pause at this point. “That was my life. To be able to see that come to 
fruition, I know how wonderful that is for (Castonguay).” 

15. Gorgone Swartz started with the Devils under the late Max McNab. “I 
remember walking through the team office with a mix of excitement and 
sheer terror,” she laughed. “To say I was fortunate to learn from him is an 
understatement.” She said New Jersey and Washington were the first 
two teams to start tracking statistics by computer -- time on ice was the 
big one, but also face-offs, hits, giveaways. The original advanced stats, 
really. McNab was really big on faceoffs, wanting to know results all over 
the ice and at different strengths. “He gave all of my reports to (Lou 
Lamoriello). When I finished my internship, I asked (Lamoriello) for a 
recommendation. He said, ‘Absolutely, but I’d like to offer you a job 
here.’” 

16. Under Marshall Johnston, Gorgone Swartz worked on creating a 
computer program for inputting scouting reports. Her responsibilities 
grew, taking off in the summer of 1991, when the Blues signed free agent 
Brendan Shanahan from the Devils. Under NHL rules at that time, New 
Jersey was owed compensation, but the two teams could not agree. That 
meant arbitration. “It helped to change my career trajectory. The mere 
fact Lou gave me the responsibility to work with outside counsel was 
really pivotal for me.” In a franchise-altering moment, the arbitrator 
awarded Scott Stevens to New Jersey. He didn’t initially want to go, but it 
changed the organization -- and really the NHL -- forever. 

17. During her time, she crossed paths with Jack Ferreira, who went from 
the Rangers, to the Minnesota North Stars and then the San Jose 
Sharks. As GM in San Jose, he discussed job opportunities with Gorgone 
Swartz, but nothing materialized until after he moved on to expansion 
Anaheim. She started as the Mighty Ducks’ co-ordinator of scouting in 
1993. Along with Pierre Gauthier, they wanted to computerize their 
process even more than New Jersey did. 

“I remember the first day of our scouting meetings, the sheer horror on 
(the scouts’) faces (about using the laptops),” she laughed. “I remember 
thinking, ‘These guys hate me.’ Like everything else they grew to love it, 
it made their jobs so much easier.” 

Again, her responsibilities grew, and Ferreira eventually offered her a 
promotion to assistant GM. “It was a wonderful moment,” Gorgone 
Swartz said. “Being a woman in that business, especially then, was 
tough. People accepted me and treated me like one of them, but always 
felt the pressure. It was me putting pressure on myself, to always make 
sure I worked extra hard, that no one could ever say, ‘Well that happened 
because she’s a woman.’ If I proved myself yesterday, I always felt I had 
to prove myself again.” 

She moved to Nashville in 1997, helping the Predators prepare for their 
NHL arrival, and was offered the same opportunity in Columbus in 1999. 
But by that time, the grind was burning out Gorgone Swartz, and it was 
time to try something new. She runs a bakery -- “Bake My Day” -- in 
Benicia, CA. “I work more hours now than I did in the National Hockey 
League,” she says. 
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She still watches games and loves the draft. How does she feel as she 
looks back? “It was the greatest time of my life. For me this was never 
about being the first, I loved the sport so much that I wanted to dedicate 
my life to it and be part of it. I’m grateful to be given the opportunity by 
forward-thinking people like Lou, Jack and David Poile, given a job based 
on my merit. I recognize that’s not the same for a lot of other women in 
the sporting industry, I don’t think everyone gets that opportunity. Hockey 
people are the best people, they really are. I don’t regret a single moment 
of it. I’m proud of these women I’ve never met. Maybe they never heard 
of me, but I hope I inspired one of them.” 

18. One final story from Angela: she grew up a Rangers fan. Her first 
game working for the Devils was against the Rangers, and her father was 
in the crowd. The Devils scored and her dad turned to the press box to 
see her cheering. It was a funny moment between them. She was at 
Ferreira’s house in June 1994 when the Rangers beat Vancouver to win 
the Stanley Cup. “I was dying inside. I didn’t want to cheer, I was in the 
home of a GM from another team. Jack could tell, and finally he said, ‘It’s 
okay for you to be happy.’” 

19. During Castonguay’s media conference, there was a Canucks “22” 
jersey placed next to her. I wondered if somewhere, Daniel Sedin was 
saying, “Does the team remember my number is retired?” 

20. On Dec. 28, 1975, Moscow Red Army scored three power play goals 
in beating the New York Rangers 7-3 at Madison Square Garden. Three 
nights later, CSKA showed up in Montreal for one of the greatest games 
in hockey history, a 3-3 tie with the Canadiens. Red Army didn’t score on 
the power play that night, and one of the reasons was 20-year-old rookie 
Doug Jarvis consistently winning faceoffs while Montreal was 
shorthanded. 

Jarvis was drafted by Toronto, but on the advice of Roger Neilson, his 
junior coach, the Canadiens traded for him. He won four Stanley Cups 
with the Canadiens and played an NHL record 964 consecutive games, a 
streak scheduled to be broken Tuesday night by Keith Yandle. One of the 
things teammates said about Jarvis was how his demeanour changed at 
game time. When not playing, a nice, friendly, approachable person. 
When the puck dropped, nasty and unrelentingly competitive. 

21. Daniel Briere sat with Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher and assistant GM 
Brent Flahr during Monday’s 3-1 loss to Dallas. Now that he’s not going 
to Montreal, there could be an increased role in Philly. 

22. 2021 first-overall draft pick Owen Power with another big leap on 
Tuesday, named to Team Canada for the Olympics. Buffalo GM Kevyn 
Adams, asked Tuesday about Power joining the Sabres after Michigan's 
season, said, “We've had those conversations and we're getting excited 
for sure.” Put it this way: it would be a surprise if it didn’t happen. 

23. It sounds like there were some conversations about Josh Ho-Sang 
officially signing with the Maple Leafs when the team was battling injuries 
and COVID. But, by that time, it was known Ho-Sang was on the Olympic 
radar, and going on an NHL contract would end the opportunity. If it was 
known he’d be up for good, maybe it would have happened. But, it wasn’t 
worth the risk without a guarantee, and the team decided to wait. We will 
see what happens after. 

24. Speaking of happening after, this sure looks like an end-of-season 
test run for Eric Staal. The Canadiens thought he was very valuable last 
year. Particularly when things called for calm. 

25. Wanted to mention 22-year-old Columbus defenceman Jake 
Christiansen. He was also on Team Canada’s radar, but couldn’t go 
because he’s on a two-way deal. Christiansen’s played his first three 
NHL games for the Blue Jackets, adding 20 points in 26 games for AHL 
Cleveland. 

26. I think Zdeno Chara goes to All-Star. Not sure he’s going to play, but 
compete in hardest shot and be around. Hope that’s right, would be 
great. 

27. In case you missed it last weekend, Colorado’s Nazem Kadri has a 
new agent -- now represented by Darren Ferris. Right now, he’s the 
biggest free agent on the market. 

28. During last weekend’s Hockey Night in Canada broadcast, Alexander 
Ovechkin talked about skating with his son Sergei. Ovechkin said his son 

loves hockey. Asked if he’s his son’s favourite player, he smiled 
sheepishly and said Sergei loves John Carlson and TJ Oshie. 

29. Minnesota and Montreal are scheduled to meet again on April 19. 
That one could get spicy. The Wild had their big guys out on the power 
play with a 7-2 lead in the third period, which doesn’t always go over well, 
but were annoyed Michael Pezzetta ran at Matt Dumba with 10 seconds 
left in a six-goal game. 

30. In between laughing at tweets guessing what drug I was on while 
doing the 2016 re-draft with Anthony Stewart, I was glad to see him 
recognize New Jersey’s Jesper Bratt. That’s a good player deserving of 
acknowledgement. 

31. A great moment last weekend as AHL Hershey broke its own world 
Teddy Bear toss record, with 52,341 thrown after Axel Jonsson-Fjallby 
opened the scoring against Hartford. Whenever this happens, I think of 
Vancouver’s Michael DiPietro. From Dec. 8-11, 2016, while with OHL 
Windsor, he shut out three straight teams on Teddy Bear toss night -- 
Barrie, Sudbury and North Bay. It’s really incredible, when you think 
about it. 

32. A lot of great memories of the late Clark Gillies last weekend, but the 
one I’ll always remember is the photo of he and Kelly Hrudey with the 
Islanders’ bowling championship trophy. It’s not what you do at work, it’s 
what you do with your family and friends outside of work. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.26.2022 

1197834 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Leafs gush over ‘underrated’ Rielly; blueliner lauds teammates 
for having his back 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Anaheim Ducks. 

After Saturday's 3-1 win over the Islanders in New York, teammates 
gushed about Morgan Rielly, who scored a goal and added an assist 
while logging more than 25 minutes for the Maple Leafs.  

"One of the best defenceman I've played with," said John Tavares, who 
has suited up for Team Canada at the Olympics and World Cup. "As 
good as he is and as much recognition as he gets, I still think he's looked 
upon as a little bit underrated." 

With 21 points in five-on-five play this season, Rielly is tied with reigning 
Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox and former Norris Trophy winner and 
perennial nominee Victor Hedman for the NHL lead among blueliners. 

"He's a top defenceman in the league," said William Nylander, "and 
easily could be an all-star in any year. I agree with John. He's a very 
underrated player."  

The 27-year-old from Vancouver, however, doesn't feel that way. 

"I don't think I'm underrated," Rielly said. "I feel pretty comfortable right 
where I am. I just like being a part of this team...We got a close group 
and we want to support each other. They’re just having my back." 

A team that features a lot of high-end talent.  

"At times, with the big names we have up front, maybe he doesn't get the 
recognition he deserves in terms of all-star games and stuff like that," 
observed veteran forward Jason Spezza. "He's a constant every-day 
professional and doesn't go looking for the attention so maybe that's why 
he doesn't get as much attention." 

Rielly is on pace for 71 points this season, which would be one off his 
career high set in 2018-19 when he finished fifth in Norris Trophy voting. 
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When the three nominees were announced that year then teammate 
Nazem Kadri took to Twitter to vent about Rielly's omission.  

"If you look at his stats and what he brings to our team, to not be at least 
a one-time all-star, it's insanity," said Mitch Marner. "It's crazy." 

Rielly smiled when informed of that comment.  

"Mitch only being to one [All-Star Game] is equally surprising," he said. 
"There's lots of good players on our team. There's lots of good players in 
our division and in the Eastern Conference and across the league that 
are all extremely deserving of playing in that game and being an all-star. 
So, I don't take it personally at all. I just try to be the best I can be and I 
got my hands full with that." 

Marner: 'Insanity' Rielly's never been an all-star; Tavares calls d-man 
'underrated' 

Morgan Rielly posted a goal and an assist on Saturday and is now on 
pace for 71 points this season. "One of the best defenceman I've played 
with," said John Tavares. "I still think he's ... a little bit underrated." Mitch 
Marner agrees. "If you look at his stats, what he brings to our team, to not 
be at least a one-time all-star, it’s insanity," Marner said. "It's crazy." 

 The All-Star Game's three-on-three format and the rule requiring every 
team be represented means deserving candidates are left out every year. 
Auston Matthews and Jack Campbell will represent Toronto at the mid-
season showcase this year. Tavares was the team's candidate in the 
Atlantic Division's 'Last Men In' vote, which was won by Tampa Bay's 
Steven Stamkos. The two defenceman on the Atlantic Division team this 
year are Buffalo's Rasmus Dahlin and Hedman.   

"The thing we all love about him is he's the same guy through it all," 
Marner said of Rielly. "He knows how much we love him in the locker 
room and on the ice. He does a lot of great things for us. Hopefully, he 
gets what he deserves within the coming years." 

It feels like Rielly has never been more deserving. Sheldon Keefe has 
praised the longest-serving Leaf for shoring up his defensive play and 
carving out a new role on the penalty kill while maintaining his offensive 
production.  

"His game's in a really good spot, both sides of the puck," Keefe said. 
"He's keeping the play in front of him and he's closing space really well." 

Still, gaining traction in the Norris Trophy discussion will be tough. New 
York's Fox, Colorado's Cale Makar, Hedman, Nashville's Roman Josi, 
Florida's Aaron Ekblad and Pittsburgh's Kris Letang all have more points.  

But that doesn't mean Rielly, who serves as an alternate captain on the 
Leafs, isn't having a special season.  

"He came into this year with a lot of pressure," Spezza pointed out. "The 
pressure of trying to make the Olympic team [when NHL players were 
planning to go to Beijing]. The pressure of not having a contract beyond 
this year. And you wouldn't have known it. He came in and was 
workmanlike. When he got rewarded with a long deal, nothing changed. 
And that's the reason why guys like that get long deals and you put the 
trust of your organization in players like that. It's because of the 
consistency and the work ethic and the wanting to get better."  

Rielly inked an eight-year, $60-million extension on Oct. 29. Per 
CapFriendly.com, the $7.5-million AAV on Rielly's new deal is tied with 
Ekblad for 22nd among all NHL defencemen under contract in the 2022-
23 season. 

"Especially with d-men, as they get older they get more efficient and 
smarter in their game," Spezza said. "I think you're seeing that with Mo. 
He controls play out there and is going to be doing it for a long time." 

Whether he's an all-star or not.  

Rielly doesn’t feel underrated but appreciates Leafs having his back 

Following Saturday's win against the Islanders, Maple Leafs captain John 
Tavares said that defenceman Morgan Rielly is underrated. Despite not 
being named to the all-star team yet again, Toronto's assistant captain 
doesn't agree with the assessment, but appreciates the love from his 
teammates, and is encouraged with how much they have his back. 

Keefe confirmed that the new spread-offence alignment featuring 
Matthews, Nylander and Marner on different lines will debut on 
Wednesday against the Ducks.  

"We want to get a look at that and will adjust along the way if need be," 
Keefe said. "We do have to give it some time to play out a little bit if we 
want to be true to the process of seeing how this composition can [work] 
for our team." 

"I like it," said Spezza. "It shows we're a flexible group and everybody 
can play different roles and I think that's important."  

Matthews is skating with Michael Bunting and Ondrej Kase, Marner is 
with Tavares and Ilya Mikheyev and Nylander is with David Kampf and 
Alex Kerfoot.  

"These lines have been used before," Keefe reminded reporters. 
"Bunting, Matthews and Kase have been good when together this 
season. We've used Tavares with Marner and Mikheyev a lot over my 
time here so that's not new for me. Kampf as centre with Nylander and 
Kerfoot is new, but Kerfoot and Nylander have had a great deal of time 
together and great chemistry and, in fact, were our most productive line 
in the playoffs against Montreal."  

In last year's playoffs, Keefe opted not to split up Matthews and Marner 
even though they were struggling to produce in a match-up against the 
Phillip Danault line. Matthews and Marner combined for just one goal in 
the seven-game series.   

"When you head into playoff series and teams start to key in on you 
more, to have the ability to switch lines and to move things around, the 
coach probably feels comfortable with it knowing that he's done it 
before," Spezza said, "and the players will feel comfortable with it 
knowing how you play with those types of players."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Spread offence debuts vs. Ducks; Campbell starts 

Ahead of their Wednesday date with the Ducks, the Maple Leafs kept 
forwards Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander on three 
separate lines with the hopes of balancing team scoring. TSN's Mark 
Masters has more on Toronto's thought process on the changes, as well 
as an injury update on Jake Muzzin. 

After an inconsistent first half of the season, which saw him spend time in 
the press box as a healthy scratch, Justin Holl feels like he's turned a 
corner.  

"Playing better in terms of making more happen on the ice and maybe 
joining the offence more and driving play that way," the right-shot 
defenceman said.  

Holl has three points in 29 games this season.  

What's the key in the second half?  

"Playing the game the way I know best," the 29-year-old said, "and 
dictating where the opponent should be on the ice instead of reacting." 

Holl missed the last three games after testing positive for COVID. He 
doesn't expect the missed time will slow his momentum much.  

"I feel really good physically," he said. "Don't feel like I really lost anything 
conditioning-wise, which is good. As you get more puck touches you feel 
more comfortable out there." 

With regular partner Jake Muzzin recovering from a concussion, Holl has 
been skating alongside Rasmus Sandin in practice.  

"He's a really easy guy to play with," said Holl. "He handles the puck 
really well. He uses his feet to get not only himself, but the pair, out of 
difficult situations so I'm really comfortable with him." 

Muzzin participated in the full practice on Tuesday, but remained in a red 
no-contact sweater.  

The Ducks arrive in Toronto after beating Tampa Bay and Boston in their 
last two games.  

"It's definitely gotten our attention," said Spezza. "They'll come in here 
with a lot of confidence. A team that's playing with a lot of structure and 
trying to make you turn pucks over and be opportunistic." 
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The Leafs beat the Ducks 5-1 in Anaheim on Nov. 28, but Jack Campbell 
faced 40 shots that night. Campbell will get the start on Wednesday.  

Josh Ho-Sang was among those named to Canada's Olympic roster on 
Tuesday. The Toronto Marlies forward made a good impression on the 
Leafs when he attended training camp on a pro tryout.  

"We're proud of him," said Spezza. "He's a guy who's worked really hard 
to try and change the narrative around his game. I haven't watched him a 
ton this year with the Marlies, but when I have he looks dynamic and 
looks like he's committed." 

Ho-Sang has 20 points in 27 games this season. He produced three 
points in nine Swedish Hockey League games last season.  

"He's worked to get better and reestablish himself here in North 
America," said Keefe. "He's done a good job of that and recognition of 
the Olympics is obviously a very good thing. It's tremendous for him." 

Ho-Sang, a first-round pick of the Islanders in 2014, signed an American 
Hockey League contract with the Marlies after Leafs training camp.  

"He put himself in some uncomfortable positions in the summer where he 
had to work different and harder probably than he has in the past," 
Spezza said. "He came here with a great attitude and when you do that 
you win people over and I think he has some fans in this room. We'll be 
cheering for him to get a gold medal. It's a great opportunity and a great 
opportunity to show that he's still growing."  

'We’re proud of him here': Leafs happy Ho-Sang gets Olympic 
opportunity 

Toronto Marlies forward Josh Ho-Sang has been named one of the 25-
players who will represent Team Canada in men’s hockey at the 2022 
Olympic Winter Games. Having started this season's training camp with 
the Maple Leafs, his former teammates and head coach Sheldon Keefe 
said that they were proud of his accomplishment. 
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