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All the reasons to be concerned about the Hurricanes, plus the Tony DeAngelo question 
and more: Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian  

Good morning folks! How are you doing this week? 

Clearly you’re all feeling inquisitive, with 110 questions 
posed in the latest Hurricanes call for mail. I’ll make you a 
deal, OK? I’ll answer more of them than usual in this edition 
of Bag of Jerks, but I’m only going to touch on the deadline 
talk — then we’ll get into the nitty-gritty trade talk in a 
separate mailbag in the near future. 

Let’s get straight into this one. 

Note: Some questions are edited for clarity or length. 

Nearly half of the Canes’ losses come to teams — Seattle, 
Ottawa, Columbus, New Jersey — with no chance of making 
the playoffs. Does this team play to the level of its 
competition, and is this a problem come playoff time? — Bill 
B. 

Bill, I’m seeing a lot of fuss about this everywhere, but 
(shocker) I’m going to tell you not to worry. I think there have 
been several side effects of the past two shortened seasons, 
and one of them is many of us forgetting what a regular, 82-
game season, playing all opponents, is like. These are all 
NHL players, after all. Sometimes one team is having the 
worst night of its season while another team is having the 
best night of its season. It’s just probability. 

One thing I learned from Justin Williams is to look out for 
patterns and streaks. This season, the Canes have rarely 
lost two games in a row, and they’ve never lost after they’ve 
had an objectively bad game. That says more to me than 
four losses in 39 games. 

Lastly, I’ll look at the context. The Seattle loss happened at 
the end of a long West Coast swing, the loss to Columbus 
happened after a break from gameplay where everyone was 
clearly out of whack, and New Jersey was the second part of 
a back-to-back with a starting goalie who had never even 
played in the AHL. 

I’m not totally writing off these losses, but everyone is giving 
100 percent effort at all times in the playoffs, there are no 
back-to-backs or crazy travel situations and teams that make 
the playoffs are generally good. 

I get the need to sign Jack LaFontaine to avoid losing his 
rights, but can you explain why he played over Alex Lyon 
during Antti Raanta’s injury absence? — Blake U. 

It is highly likely that one guaranteed NHL game was part of 
the LaFontaine signing. On top of that, the Canes wanted to 
see what he had in him; you never know. I don’t necessarily 
think he was in the best position to succeed, but that was 

sort of part of the deal. As it relates to Lyon, the Canes 
simply needed at least one more professional goalie signed 
no matter what. 

Sebastian Aho is the only Hurricane on pace for at least a 
point per game right now. Do you think anyone else could 
finish the season with a point per game or better, and why 
Svech? — Braxton C. 

Wow, you wrote this question before Aho’s multi-goal game 
and Andrei Svechnikov’s multi-point game Tuesday. 
Congrats on being extra smart! 

Tony DeAngelo has 33 points in 32 games, too, and I don’t 
see any signs of him slowing down. I believe Aho will 
maintain pace, and Svechnikov is rounding into midseason 
form with multi-point games in five straight. And, oh, would 
you look at that, that elevated him to a clean 36 points in 36 
games. I’ll toss Teuvo Teravainen into the point per game 
potential conversation as well. He’s got 32 in 38 games and 
is on the upswing. 

Not exactly a question but would just love your thoughts/take 
on DeAngelo as a whole up to this point, from when the 
news of his signing first broke? Has your opinion changed? 
Have you gotten a better sense of him or gotten to know him 
in a way that’s given you a new perspective? — Robbie T. 

Good question. On the ice, I always expected him to be great 
offensively, but even for that, he’s exceeded my 
expectations. He’s gotta be the best value in the league at $1 
million. He’s done exactly what he’s needed to do to succeed 
and contribute to the team. Same goes for his off-ice 
behavior. He’s put his head down and was self-aware in 
saying he’s probably the last person the league wants to 
hear from. 

By all public accounts, he’s been a good teammate. 

I told you all at the beginning of this that I wouldn’t be 
jumping to attack him. The Canes made the signing, I said 
my piece, and from there, my goal was to fairly cover his on-
ice career. I think I’ve done that, for the most part, but with 
the way he’s played recently, he probably deserves more of 
a deep dive in the next few weeks — as does the high-
scoring defense in general. 

So I haven’t jumped to attack him, but at the same time, I will 
not jump to praise him more than I would any other player. 
To me, that’s what gets lost far too often in this conversation. 
Being a good teammate is the bare minimum. I don’t wax 
poetic about how, I don’t know, Brady Skjei or Teravainen 
haven’t tweeted anything offensive this season or gotten in a 
fight with teammates or otherwise caused drama. 
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I’ll also say I haven’t really “gotten to know him” because the 
locker rooms are closed, which continues to really stink. I’m 
open to hearing about how he’s done something above and 
beyond in the community. I’m open to chatting with him 
about certain things. Maybe in the future, that will happen. 

Has DeAngelo priced himself off the team like Dougie 
Hamilton did? — Mike K. 

To my knowledge, all sides are focused on playing the 
hockey and the playoff race, but it’s going to be interesting in 
Canesland when the time comes to negotiate DeAngelo’s 
new contract. He’s on pace to end the season as a top-five 
defenseman in the league in terms of points, he hasn’t gotten 
into trouble and his teammates seem to enjoy playing with 
him. I’m sure he’s getting a raise. It’s tough to contextualize 
what that looks like with the Canes because they have so 
many moving parts. I’d imagine we’ll have a better idea of 
who is staying and who is going after the trade deadline, but 
even then it’s sort of wait-and-see. 

I know there’s still a Cup to win this season, but the 
offseason has me nervous. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Steven 
Lorentz, DeAngelo and Ethan Bear are RFAs with arbitration 
rights. Martin Necas and now LaFontaine are regular RFAs. 
Nino Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, Ian Cole, Derek Stepan, 
Brendan Smith, Josh Leivo, Stefan Noesen, Andrew 
Poturalski and Lyon are UFAs. And there are 10 other guys 
on two-way contracts who are RFAs (most with arbitration 
rights). That is … a lot. — Andrew R. 

Exactly, Andrew. I couldn’t look you in the eyes with a 
straight face and tell you I know what’s going to happen, 
because, like you mentioned, most of the focus is on the 
road to the Cup and the trade deadline. But I do think some 
things might look clearer after the deadline, whether the 
Canes make moves or don’t. We’ll be able to play the 
puzzle-piece game way more after that. Hold tight and enjoy 
the ride. 

Can Don Waddell get both Niederreiter and Trocheck 
extended for next season? — Mike J. 

To me, it’s contingent on how badly they really want 
Kotkaniemi and what that contract looks like. Is he supposed 
to be replacing Trocheck? Or Jordan Staal down the line? I 
can’t see a situation where the Canes can afford 
Niederreiter, Trocheck and Kotkaniemi all at once — and I 
don’t see the Canes de-committing from the Kotkaniemi bit. 
So someone will have to take a pay cut if all three are on the 
roster next season. I don’t see it happening. 

How concerned should we be about the lack of point 
production out of Staal? He is also carrying a minus-2. 
Maybe he hits another gear come playoff time? Niederreiter 
and Jesper Fast have been decently productive on that line, 
but that really hasn’t been reflected in Staal’s offensive 
output. — Rich B. 

Honestly, I’ll be concerned about it the next time the Canes 
find themselves in a scoring drought and no one else is 
stepping up. It’s nice when Staal scores, but it’s not his 
primary role on the team, so I don’t tend to freak out when he 
goes through droughts — so long as scoring isn’t an 
overarching issue with the team. Obviously, as the captain, 

he’s gotta step up when the team’s slumping, but that hasn’t 
happened to a panic-mode extent yet this season. 

Maybe his assist Tuesday will get things going on the scoring 
front. 

1) Though the Canes have only lost nine games in regulation 
and two in overtime, they have lost to the Florida Panthers 
twice. Is this a concern given eventual playoff matchups? 2) 
Which Canes player, in your opinion, is the most similar in 
either style or temperament to Rangoon? — Erin M. 

1) So, there were a lot of questions in this mailbag 
essentially asking what to be concerned about. I will set you 
free: You don’t have to invent anything to be concerned 
about! The Canes are great. I’d say Florida’s a bit better — 
the data reflects that, and the Panthers will pose a huge 
problem (for any team) on the way to the Cup — but we all 
know anything can happen in the playoffs. My advice, and by 
extension, my therapist’s advice, would be not to worry about 
the problem until it happens. For now, the Canes are a top 
team in the East, and Florida is probably the top team in the 
east. 

2) I would compare my 6-month-old kitten to Seth Jarvis. She 
is so fast and seems to be learning new tricks every day. 
She is also small. 

Who is a player the fan base is worried about that you’re not 
concerned with? Who is a player the fan base isn’t angsty 
about (does such a Hurricane exist?) that you have concerns 
for the second half of the season? — David Z. 

Ooh, fun question. I’m not worried about Staal, for all the 
aforementioned reasons. 

I am sort of worried about Raanta, and I haven’t seen much 
worry about that in my circles. Will he re-aggravate his 
injury? Will he elevate his performance in the playoffs, if 
needed? Obviously, the Canes will rely heavily on Freddie 
Andersen, but the backup plan is so, so important. 

Why is Ethan Bear not playing when our defense is clearly 
struggling? — Travis O. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour has been saying for a while that he 
likes the way the defense is playing, and Smith has played 
some of his best Canes games as of late. But Brind’Amour 
made that comment before Tuesday, when some footraces 
and turnovers from the current defensive scheme almost lost 
the Canes a game. Bear was back in the rotation alongside 
Ian Cole at Wednesday’s practice, so I bet we’ll see him 
back in the lineup come Thursday’s game at Ottawa. 

Who would you most like to see in a Canes uni by the trade 
deadline and why is it Claude Giroux? — Jesse R. 

I love the optimism and the hot take, Jesse, but I’ll be the 
one to break it to you: That ain’t gonna happen. Between the 
cap hit, whatever the Canes would have to give up and the 
lack of need at that position, that really doesn’t make sense. 

I laughed at Andrew R.’s response to you in the forum: “It’s 
easy. Just get the captain of one team to waive his NMC so 
you can trade for another team’s captain, who also has a 
NMC. Add the relevant mid-level prospect or draft pick, and 
voila!” 
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In all seriousness, every year I have a basic idea of a need 
the Canes could plug in at the deadline, but I’m sort of at a 
loss. I’d think long and hard about moving any piece valuable 
enough to yield a solid return, then there’s cap space at the 
forefront of our worries. We have a whole post diving into 
John Klingberg rumors, and we’ll look at that more with 
regard to the Hurricanes going forward, but to be honest with 
you, I don’t really know if I like the idea. If the Canes could 
finesse a package like a bottom-pairing defenseman, a top 
prospect and a decent forward for Klingberg, I like that. My 
only concern about the team is the defensive depth, but I’m 
always in the market for a scoring winger at the trade 
deadline. 

For the Canes, though, it’s never been more about the price. 
It’d be so easy to make a mistake and give up the wrong 
guy. 

Cookout or Bojangles? — Erich K. 

Please don’t exile me but I hate Cookout. The line is always 
500 hours long, the food is horrible and I am lactose 
intolerant so I can’t even have the milkshakes. I’d rather pay 
more money for something else every time. But I love 
Bojangles, don’t worry. 

Do you still do the Kotkaniemi deal? — James B. 

Well, James, I wouldn’t have done it to begin with. And that’s 
no hate at all to the player. I think Kotkaniemi is having a 
lovely season. I could see him getting a modest extension 
and being a solid second- or third-line center for the Canes if 
they let Trocheck walk. 

But that was a lot of money and a lot of pressure. 
Regardless, the Canes did it, and it could’ve gone way 
worse. 

Is there one individual moment or turning point that you 
believe made this team believe it is a top contender for the 
Stanley Cup? — Tim B. 

I don’t think you can point to any one moment, but I think 
Aho growing up and growing into such a competitive leader 
— especially with Brind’Amour behind him — comes to mind 
as a sort of representation of this Cup window. Maybe it’s 
how dejected Aho was after the last playoff run; that was 
definitely something that made me think he can be the star to 
lead the Canes to their next Cup. 
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John Klingberg trade packages: What could Bruins, Hurricanes, Panthers, Predators and 
Leafs offer the Stars? 

By Saad Yousuf and Corey Pronman  

Just over two weeks removed from John Klingberg 
expressing his frustration with contract negotiations and less 
than two months away from the trade deadline, things 
continue to hang in the balance for the Stars defenseman 
and his team. 

At the beginning of this season, Stars general manager Jim 
Nill expressed interest in extending Klingberg, who was a 
fifth-round selection by the team in 2010 and has played his 
entire eight-year NHL career in Dallas. The last seven years 
of Klingberg’s career have come on a contract that paid him 
$4.25 million AAV, a bargain for the production he’s provided 
the Stars and his role as a top-pairing defenseman and the 
quarterback of the top power-play unit. 

The Stars, however, have already invested heavily along the 
blue line — both financially with Miro Heiskanen, Esa Lindell 
and Ryan Suter, and in draft capital with Thomas Harley. 
Now dealing with a flat cap, they have to be more diligent in 
allocating a fourth big contract to an aging defenseman, 
especially with promising young forwards soon to be due for 
big extensions. 

From Klingberg’s perspective, he’s 29 years old and is 
staring at his one big opportunity to cash out in his playing 
career. The two sides haven’t closed the book on working 
towards an extension that would keep Klingberg in Dallas, 
but Klingberg and his agent have been given the freedom to 
explore trade options, so a move in the coming weeks would 
not be surprising. 

The Athletic’s resident prospect guru Corey Pronman 
teamed up with Stars beat writer Saad Yousuf to explore 
potential deals for Klingberg. We also invited a former NHL 
front office executive to offer thoughts on the proposed trade 
packages. 

The two trade proposals we focused on for a comparable 
were the Jacob Trouba deal from Winnipeg to the Rangers 
and Justin Faulk moving from Carolina to St. Louis. No two 
trades are identical, of course. Klingberg’s stock is higher 
now than Faulk’s was at the time, and Trouba had an extra 
year of control as a pending RFA. NHL sources believe 
Dallas’ return will probably be closer to the Trouba haul, 
which was a first-round pick and Neal Pionk. Thus we will try 
to model proposals to include a quality, young NHL player 
and an A-grade future asset. 

Boston Bruins 

Potential trade package: LW Jake DeBrusk and Boston’s 
2022 first-round pick. 

Pronman’s thoughts: DeBrusk is a useful top-nine forward 
with good skill, hockey sense and scoring ability who 
competes well enough even though he’s not an amazing 
skater. His deal is up at the end of the season, but he has a 
few years left of control. He would be analogous to Pionk. 
The first-round pick by Boston will likely be in the 20s. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: DeBrusk and the Bruins are at 
crossroads. DeBrusk, through his agent, has requested a 

trade, and his departure from Boston feels imminent. Though 
DeBrusk is a forward and Klingberg a defenseman, the 
Bruins would be getting a player who can help the offense 
while slotting in the top four on the depth chart. Meanwhile, 
the Stars would get a middle-six forward with some top-six 
potential who is a pending restricted free agent. With Joe 
Pavelski and Alexander Radulov pending unrestricted free 
agents, and the latter especially unlikely to return, the Stars 
would be in the market for a player like DeBrusk this summer 
anyway. This gives them more control over that situation at 
an affordable price, not to mention the accompanying draft 
pick. A pending restricted free agent, DeBrusk’s qualifying 
offer will be $4.41 million. Along with being cheaper in the 
present, DeBrusk will be 26 years old when next season 
begins, whereas Klingberg will be 30. 

Front office perspective: Over the prior two seasons, 
DeBrusk’s boxcars are 11-16-27 in 74 games (which will 
depress his value in the eyes of some clubs) and his 
QO/projected arb number is higher than some might like, 
particularly amid a flat cap environment (a contrast with 
Klingberg, whose value exceeds his cap hit). That said, I 
think there is some upside that, like Sam Bennett, he raises 
his game in a greater role elsewhere. Style-wise, they’re not 
entirely dissimilar. 

It’s not a home run, and there are lots of comps to make 
Dallas feel OK about it, but I bet there’s a better package out 
there. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Potential trade package: RW Jesper Fast, C Ryan Suzuki 
and RW Ville Koivunen. 

Pronman’s thoughts: There isn’t a relatively young player 
with cost control years on the Hurricanes’ roster who makes 
a lot of sense for this trade, with the options being too good, 
not good enough or too expensive in the case of Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. Fast is a useful player at age 30 who is signed 
for another season, but we’re adding in two good futures into 
this deal given that the first piece doesn’t really provide what 
Dallas would want. Suzuki and Koivunen are strong 
prospects but not top-end ones. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: The Hurricanes have been the team most 
publicly associated with Klingberg trade rumors so there 
seems to be real interest here already. Acquiring Fast for the 
remainder of this season and then at just $2 million for next 
season is good business for the Stars, considering the 
statuses of not just Pavelski and Radulov but also Michael 
Raffl, who has played a top-nine role for the Stars this 
season. In Suzuki and Koivunen, the Stars get back two 
prospects who were recent first- and second-round picks, in 
2019 and 2021, respectively. They may not be top-end 
prospects, but the Stars have organizational depth at forward 
with risers like Mavrik Bourque, Wyatt Johnston and Logan 
Stankoven, so Suzuki and Koivunen panning out to be 
decent players on cheap contracts would be beneficial for 
the Stars — especially as their timeline to rise in the NHL 
lines up with some of Dallas’ older forwards’ contracts 
running out. 
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Front office perspective: I like Jesper Fast. But I like him 
more in the sense of, “Here’s a guy who’d be a great cost-
efficient UFA signing that can play in a few different spots 
and won’t hurt you,” versus “I didn’t like this proposal for our 
top pair D but then they threw in Jesper Fast.” I’ll defer to 
Corey on prospect evals here, but Dallas would be better off 
pursuing one borderline A prospect instead of two clear Bs 
and a depth forward. 

I think the Stars can do better than this, and I also think that 
given their window to win, their loss of a top D last summer 
and their Finnish army of players, the Canes can and should 
pay more here if they want Klingberg. 

Florida Panthers 

Potential trade package: RW Owen Tippett and a 2023 first-
round pick. 

Pronman’s thoughts: Tippett is a strong young player, but he 
makes a lot of sense to use as a trade asset given the 
strength of Florida’s team, especially given their depth up 
front. Florida doesn’t have a first-round pick in 2022 and I’m 
skeptical they would want to use their recent first, Mackie 
Samoskevich, given he has looked good this year, so I would 
project a future first-rounder as the main prospect asset they 
use in a deal. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: Tippett is a 22-year-old forward on an 
expiring entry-level contract but still has a few years of 
control. Tippett, the 10th selection in the 2017 draft, has 
already shown that he has a decent floor and looks to have 
upside as he continues to develop. With the Stars having to 
contend with bigger deals for Jason Robertson and Roope 
Hintz, a talented forward like Denis Gurianov could be left on 
the outside looking in. The Stars have promising talent for 
the future but would need some younger talent to be ready to 
step up in the present as well. 

Front office perspective: There’s lots of potential here for 
Dallas because it’s clear Florida is going to be all-in at this 
deadline, specifically to upgrade their D. Reports say they’ll 
target Jakob Chychrun first, which makes sense (he has 
local ties, is younger and is more rugged than Klingberg, 
etc.). This means Klingberg would be a fallback — and the 
next target after him is likely a considerable step down. 

Tippett’s age and contract status fit Dallas’ intermediate-term 
window to win with their “new” and younger core. Whether he 
has the all-around game to be a high-value regular 
contributor is still uncertain – I don’t think he’s proven that yet 
in the NHL or to the Panthers (who at times have him in a 
fourth-line role). 

A 2023 pick has a bit less value than a 2022 (time value of 
money, etc.), and you’d expect Florida to insist on some 
protections here (lottery, etc.) which would also impact the 
value proposition on the downside for Dallas. 

I do think there’s lots of potential for a deal here. If you 
topped it up with one of the high-upside prospects still in 
Florida’s cupboards (Denisenko, Noel, Hutsko, etc.), I can 
see it getting done. 

Nashville Predators 

Potential trade package: RW Luke Kunin and RW Luke 
Evangelista. 

Pronman’s thoughts: Kunin is a competitive, smart forward 
who has some years of control left and can play on both 
special teams and can play in the middle of an NHL lineup. 
Evangelista is a leading player in the OHL right now and 
would be analogous to a late first-/early second-round type of 
prospect in the draft. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: Kunin’s stock really started to rise last 
season and the 24-year-old has continued to show promise 
this season. He’s also the type of player who would add 
some flavor to the Stars’ crop of forwards, being a bit more of 
a bruiser but also capable of scoring goals, especially by 
Stars standards. Evangelista is having a great season for the 
London Knights in the OHL, leading the team with 54 points. 
Third on the Knights in scoring is the Stars’ 2020 fourth-
round pick, Antonio Stranges. 

Front office perspective: Luke Kunin is a Swiss Army knife 
type player with lots of sandpaper (as they say) who can slot 
in pretty much anywhere for any team (sort of like Michael 
Raffl in his Flyers prime). As a sub-20 goal/40-point player 
under club control, he also won’t break the bank any time 
soon. So yeah, if they’re trading with Nashville, he makes 
sense as a piece, but in a deal for a flagship commodity like 
Klingberg, there’s still a big value gap to bridge. 

If Dallas wants their trade return here to help them win in the 
next two to three years, an asset like Evangelista is 
preferable to a draft pick because he’s further along his 
development curve. 

All in all, it’s a B+ prospect and a solid two-way forward, 
which I think falls a little short. Luckily, Nashville has an extra 
third this draft (from L.A.), so let’s go ahead and add that in. 
(Nashville shouldn’t have an issue since they very much 
need all the help they can get if they want to make it past 
Minnesota and Colorado in that division.) 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Potential trade package: RHD Justin Holl, LW Nick 
Robertson, C Roni Hirvonen. 

Pronman’s thoughts: Finding a fit with Toronto is tough due 
in part to cap hits. They also don’t have a young player on 
their roster who makes sense for this deal unless someone 
like Rasmus Sandin is included. Holl is a useful NHL player 
with a decent cap hit to make the numbers work, but we’re 
adding in two future assets given Holl probably isn’t what 
Dallas wants in this deal. I was tempted initially to make the 
primary young asset collegiate winger Matthew Knies, but I 
leaned to the human interest and uniting the Robertson 
brothers! Nick’s prospect star has faded with scouts in recent 
years but he’s still a strong prospect, as is Hirvonen, but a 
package likely wouldn’t revolve around just one of them. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: The headliners here would be the young 
guys. Holl’s struggles this season are a reason why Toronto 
is in this discussion for Klingberg in the first place, but it’s not 
a bad deal for the Stars. Holl, a fellow righty like Klingberg, 
would have another year at $2 million, which is manageable 
money and ideal term. This would allow Miro Heiskanen and 
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Esa Lindell to be the top pairing, Ryan Suter and Holl to be 
another pairing and then Thomas Harley and defenseman to 
form the third pairing. Robertson would be a great get for the 
Stars beyond the sentimental value, though that certainly 
doesn’t hurt given how Jason has quickly become a fan 
favorite in Dallas. Nick has dealt with injuries but still has the 
potential to be a difference-maker. Hirvonen gives the Stars 
depth down the middle, which they can never have enough 
of. 

Front office perspective: Sandin would give this deal some 
jam but Kyle Dubas isn’t trading away one of his own 
signature selections, even for a difference-maker in 
Klingberg. Dubas does, however, have a track record of 
doing well by players when it comes to moving them to fitting 
destinations (think Trevor Moore going home to L.A.), so I 

wouldn’t be surprised to see Nick Robertson reunited with his 
brother one way or another if he doesn’t have an opportunity 
with the Leafs. He has an exciting skill set – whether that 
ends up translating to a better NHL career than a Jack 
Roslovic type remains to be seen. 

I’m not super high on Holl as more than a third-pairing 
defenseman. With Dallas’ core D pieces already in place, I’d 
prefer they work hard to find a “Justin Holl type” in free 
agency or in a lower-stakes deal. 

Hirvonen is a high-upside bet given his production in Liiga at 
both 19 and 20 but he’s also small at 5-foot-9, which will 
suppress his market value a bit. 

I’d subtract Holl, keep the kids and swap in Toronto’s first. 
That makes more sense to me. 
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Excerpt from "The Whalers" by Pat Pickens 

By Pat Pickens  

RALEIGH, NC. - This Saturday night the Carolina Hurricanes 
host the New Jersey Devils for the team's annual Whalers 
Night. 

As we look forward to celebrating the franchise's history, 
below is an excerpt from the book titled "The Whalers: The 
Rise, Fall, and Enduring Mystique of New England's 
(Second) Greatest Sports Franchise" by Pat Pickens. 

The Whalers logo, color scheme, and kitsch of their history-
who really has ever heard of professional sports in Hartford?-
have raised their profile and mythology. Even though the 
Whalers are uniquely Hartford's team, the Carolina 
Hurricanes recently started co-opting that history. 

There is a shared history between the markets, even though 
it went largely ignored for the Hurricanes' first two decades in 
Carolina. Kevin Dineen scored the Hurricanes' first goal after 
also scoring the final goal in Hartford, and Ron Francis was 
captain for both teams and was the general manager in 
Carolina. 

Fans bought in too, and you can spot at least a few fans with 
Hartford jerseys at almost any Carolina home game-
including at least one fan who wore a green Whalers jersey 
on the ice after the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup in 2006. 

The team began leaning into the Whalers' popularity after 
owner Tom Dundon purchased the majority stake from Peter 
Karmanos for $420 million in 2018. He first sold shirts in their 
team store, then offered a remix of "Brass Bonanza" as an 
option for Carolina's goal song before the 2018-19 season. 

"I think there was some hesitation to acknowledge or 
embrace [the Whalers history] in some ways," said Mike 
Forman, the Hurricanes vice president of marketing and 
brand strategy. "Before [Dundon] even had purchased the 
team we'd had conversations about the Whalers because he 
knew and we did too what type of brand the Whalers still 
have, even though it'd been 20 or 21 years since they 
relocated. 

"It was something that we hadn't tapped into, from a brand 
perspective it was this giant waiting in the corner for us to tap 
into the history at some point and commemorate and 
celebrate that part of our history with that brand, which is still 
powerful. When Tom came on board he said 'we'd be foolish 
not to do that.'" 

Dundon, Forman, and his staff took the idea to wear Whalers 
jerseys on-ice to Adidas, the league's jersey manufacturers, 
and the NHL, which loved the opportunity to prey on the 
insane popularity surrounding Hart ford's brand renaissance. 

"The league loved it," Forman said. "At the time, our club had 
been somewhat irrelevant for a while. This kind of broke 
through the noise that the Hurricanes were part of the 
national conversation for the first time in many years." 

The Hurricanes then reintroduced Whalers green jerseys and 
"Brass Bonanza" when they honored their heritage with 
Whalers Night against the Boston Bruins on December 23, 
2018. "The Hurricanes hadn't been in the playoffs in a long 
while, and we were treating this game as our Super Bowl," 
said Dan LaTorraca, the Hurricanes' senior director of 
marketing. "This was something that was fully in our control, 
that we knew would be happening that we wanted to 
capitalize on the right way." 

Play-by-play commentator John Forslund, who called 
Whalers and Hurricanes games from 1994 to 2020, was 
among the many who had anxieties about bringing the green 
uniforms out. 

"I saw it at the beginning as a marketing thing, and I wasn't 
too keen on it to be honest," Forslund said in 2019. "We 
were kind of apprehensive about this, but then when it 
happened it was a total celebration." 

Carolina's presentation assuaged a lot of fears, mostly 
because of how the Hurricanes tipped their hats at Hartford's 
history. They consulted with then-general manager Ron 
Francis about which jerseys they should sport - the version 
they wore from 1985 to 1989 which had Pucky the Whale on 
the shoulder. They invited back Mike Rogers, one of the 
team's heroes in the early NHL, to drop the puck, and "Brass 
Bonanza" blared from the speakers for each of Hartford . . . 
er Carolina's five goals that night. 

"It was a thrill to walk into that dressing room," Rogers said in 
2019. "It just brought back a rush of memories. I was treated 
fantastic, and it's nice to see the new ownership group 
recognizing what the Whalers were." 

Forslund sported a retro sweater on-air-a replica of the one 
he received as a present from Burke during his lone 
Christmas with the Whalers in 1992. Fox Sports Carolinas 
dedicated much of its broadcast to team history, with ex-
Whalers turned hockey luminaries sharing stories from 
Hartford. Forslund even interviewed Skip Cunningham, the 
team equipment manager for every game from 1972 to 2020. 

The Whalers uniform returned to New England 101/2 weeks 
later, March 5. Many Whalers fans, clad in their own Hartford 
merch, made the trek to Boston to watch the Hurricanes don 
the green jerseys for their game against the Bruins at TD 
Garden. 

The Booster Club held a watch party in Hartford as the 
Hurricanes TV broadcast again reminisced about the 25-year 
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history of the New England/Hartford Whalers. For Forslund, 
the outcome, a 4-3 Bruins overtime win, even seemed 
Whalers-like. 

"I remember after that Boston game in Boston saying it 
depicts the Hartford existence," Forslund said. "Just good 
enough to compete, not good enough to beat them; tough 
place to go with those colors on; tough for the fans to walk 
into that building. Many did." 

Whalers Night once again was a theme during 2019-20, with 
Carolina hosting the Los Angeles Kings this time on January 
11. Hartford's longtime mascot Pucky the Whale was the 
master of ceremonies, and the Hurricanes made a Whalers-
themed "Storm Surge" celebration-with images of whales 
leaping through water projected on the ice as "Brass 
Bonanza" blared from the PNC Arena speakers. 

The Hurricanes further leaned into their history in 2020 when 
they unveiled their Reverse Retro jersey, a gray Whalers 
jersey that was an homage to the uniform Hartford sported 
from 1992 until their move to Carolina in 1997. They sold 
hats, jerseys, sweatshirts, and T-shirts with the logo, then 
sported the jersey on ice during the 2020-21 season, 
debuting it during Carolina's game against the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Feb. 19, 2021. 

"This was very much a league campaign," Forman said. "We 
looked at two or three different ways to take this, and all 
three had a Whalers tie-in. . . . The light gray does connect 
our two brands-it's the one shared color we have-it's a 
distant connection but it is a connection. 

"Sometimes you have to go by feel, and it felt right to us to 
not explicitly blend the two brands together in a way that 
would upset everyone." 

The Hurricanes capitalized off the Whalers Nights with 
jerseys, hats, and T-shirts sold and a boost to their national 
profile. But they didn't leave Connecticut out in the cold. The 
Hurricanes auctioned the game worn jerseys and donated 
proceeds from Whalers Nights to Learn to Play initiative at 
Champions Skating Center, a rink in Hartford owned by 
former Whalers forward Bob Crawford. 

"We wanted to make sure we were doing it the right way," 
LaTorraca said. "A lot of planning went into content 
production, the different themes but also a lot of the 
community outreach in terms of creating fundraisers to 
donate money back to Hartford youth hockey. There was a 
lot that went into it." 
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Super 16: Avalanche ride hot streak to No. 1; Stars enter rankings 

Hurricanes, Panthers, Lightning remain in top 4, Jets drop out 

By Dan Rosen 

The Colorado Avalanche are No. 1 in the Super 16 power 
rankings this week, knocking out the Carolina Hurricanes, 
who held the top spot last week. 

The Hurricanes are No. 2 ahead of the Florida Panthers, who 
are up from No. 4. The Tampa Bay Lightning round out the 
top four, which has been the same four teams in the rankings 
for three straight weeks. 

The Dallas Stars move into the rankings this week thanks to 
their four-game winning streak, knocking out the Winnipeg 
Jets. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 13 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (30-8-3) 

Total points: 200 

Last week: No. 2 

The Avalanche are 19-4-1 against teams from the Western 
Conference. They have won eight games in a row and have 
earned a point in 14 straight (13-0-1) and in 21 of 22 (19-1-2) 
since Dec. 1. 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (28-9-2) 

Total points: 191 

Last week: No. 1 

Andrei Svechnikov has scored two points in five straight 
games and in seven of nine. The forward has scored 10 
points (two goals, eight assists) in his five-game point streak. 

3. FLORIDA PANTHERS (29-9-5) 

Total points: 182 

Last week: No. 4 

Anton Lundell has scored eight points (three goals, five 
assists) in his past eight games. The 20-year-old rookie 
forward has scored 26 points (10 goals, 16 assists) this 
season, with all of his goals coming at even strength. 

4. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (28-10-5) 

Total points: 175 

Last week: No. 3 

Ross Colton has scored four goals in his past four games, 
including two in a 7-1 win against the San Jose Sharks on 
Saturday. The forward has scored 19 points (eight goals, 11 
assists) in 40 games this season. The Lightning have won 
seven of nine (7-2-0) since Jan. 4. 

5. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (27-10-5) 

Total points: 158 

Last week: No. 6 

The Penguins have won six straight games and are 17-2-0 
since Dec. 4 with a plus-34 goal differential (79-45) in that 
span. Sidney Crosby has scored 26 points (nine goals, 17 
assists) and is plus-19 in the 19 games. 

6. NEW YORK RANGERS (28-11-4) 

Total points: 134 

Last week: No. 7 

Chris Kreider has scored nine goals in his active six-game 
goal scoring streak to give him an NHL-high 30 this season, 
including 15 on the power play, also the most in the NHL. 

7. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (26-10-3) 

Total points: 122 

Last week: No. 5 

Forward Mitchell Marner has scored a goal in four straight 
games. Defenseman Jake Muzzin has missed the past three 
games with a concussion. 

8. ST. LOUIS BLUES (25-12-5) 

Total points: 102 

Last week: No. 9 

Ville Husso is 5-0-0 with a 1.13 goals-against average and 
.963 save percentage in six games since Jan. 7. Jordan 
Binnington is 3-4-0 with a 4.44 GAA and .878 save 
percentage in seven games since Dec. 19 and has allowed 
13 goals on 75 shots in his past two games. 

9. MINNESOTA WILD (25-10-3) 

Total points: 99 
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Last week: No. 10 

The Wild are 10-0-1 at Xcel Energy Center since Nov. 18. 
Their only home loss in that span was against the Buffalo 
Sabres on Dec. 16 (3-2 in a shootout). They are 6-0-1 with 
15 different goal scorers in the seven games since a 6-4 loss 
against the Blues in the 2022 Discover NHL Winter Classic 
on Jan. 1. 

10. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (23-12-9) 

Total points: 90 

Last week: No. 8 

The Capitals were 6-6-9 in one-goal games entering 
Wednesday for a .286 winning percentage that was 30th in 
the NHL. 

11. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (27-14-3) 

Total points: 86 

Last week: No. 12  

Filip Forsberg has scored 10 goals in 12 games since Dec. 
16. The forward has scored 21 goals this season and 199 in 
his career. The Predators have won three games in a row. 

12. BOSTON BRUINS (24-13-3) 

Total points: 74 

Last week: No. 11 

The Bruins have scored at least one power-play goal in 
seven straight games. They are 9-for-21 (42.9 percent) in 
that span.  

13. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (25-15-3) 

Total points: 72 

Last week: No. 13 

The Golden Knights are 12-6-1 without forward Mark Stone 
in the lineup this season, including 10-6-1 in 17 games 
without Stone and forward Max Pacioretty. Stone returned 
after missing two games for a 4-3 overtime loss against the 
Hurricanes on Tuesday. Pacioretty remains out since having 
wrist surgery Dec. 30. 

14. CALGARY FLAMES (20-12-6) 

Total points: 33 

Last week: No. 14 

Matthew Tkachuk has scored 15 points (six goals, nine 
assists) in a six-game point streak and a team-high 22 points 
(nine goals, 13 assists) in 11 games since Dec. 11. 

15. DALLAS STARS (22-16-2) 

Total points: 20 

Last week: NR 

Joe Pavelski has scored 13 points (four goals, nine assists) 
in a six-game point streak. The 37-year-old forward leads the 
Stars with 48 points (19 goals, 29 assists) in 40 games. 

16. LOS ANGELES KINGS (21-16-6) 

Total points: 15 

Last week: No. 15 

Drew Doughty is expected to play in his 1,000th NHL game 
when the Kings play at the New York on Thursday. The 
defenseman has played his entire career with Los Angeles 
and will be the first player selected in the 2008 NHL Draft 
(No. 2) to play in 1,000 games. 

Others receiving points: Anaheim Ducks 14, Vancouver 
Canucks 1 

Dropped out: Winnipeg Jets (No. 16) 

  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Anaheim Ducks 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Anaheim 
Ducks 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  
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1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Washington Capitals; 8. New 
York Rangers; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Dallas Stars 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Nashville Predators; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. St. Louis Blues; 
11. Vegas Golden Knights; 12. New York Rangers; 13. 
Minnesota Wild; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 
16. Los Angeles Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Nashville Predators; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Minnesota 
Wild; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Calgary Flames 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. St. Louis Blues; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Vancouver 
Canucks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Pittsburgh Penguins; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Washington Capitals; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Tampa Bay Lightning; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Minnesota Wild; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Anaheim 
Ducks; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Calgary 
Flames 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Anaheim 
Ducks 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. New York Rangers; 8. 
Washington Capitals; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 
11. Boston Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 
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Hurricanes meet Senators, continue to seek balanced scoring 

By FLM  

Well-rounded scoring is one thing that's keeping the Carolina 
Hurricanes clicking on offense. 

"Contributions from everybody -- if we want to go where we 
want to go, where we want to be," coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "You're going to have to have it." 

The Hurricanes might need a good dose of scoring Thursday 
night at the Ottawa Senators, who had another strong 
offensive showing earlier this week. 

Sebastian Aho has a team-leading 19 goals for the 
Hurricanes, who are averaging 3.6 goals per game. Four 
other Carolina players have double-figure goal totals, with 
two others at nine goals. 

Nino Niederreiter is third on the team with 12 goals. Only two 
of those have come in road games, though both of those 
have come across the past five road outings. 

"He has been good this year," Brind'Amour said. "He has 
been steady, and that has been real important." 

Ottawa began a four-game homestand with Tuesday night's 
5-0 win over the Buffalo Sabres, with Matt Murray posting a 
32-save shutout. That marked the Senators' fourth win in 
eight games this month. 

In three of the victories, Ottawa has posted four or more 
goals. 

The Senators will have a lineup change Thursday because of 
an ankle injury sustained by All-Star selection Drake 
Batherson, a 23-year-old right winger who on Tuesday 
picked up his 34th point of the season. He'll be out until at 
least mid-February. 

"It's unfortunate a kid isn't going to be able to go to an All-
Star Game," Senators coach D.J. Smith said. 

Ottawa also lost forward Dylan Gambrell to an upper-body 
injury during the game. Smith said Gambrell likely will be out 
for a week. 

Tyler Ennis' second career hat trick was the highlight in the 
Buffalo game. 

"It feels good to put the puck in the net," Ennis said. "It has 
been tough for me this year to score." 

To combat Ottawa's scoring, the Hurricanes could stick with 
goalie Frederik Andersen. He has been the team's most 
reliable goalie, and with games on back-to-back days coming 
on the weekend, Andersen figures to get the call for the 
Ottawa game. 

"We know he has to be one of our best players if we're going 
to be successful, and he has been all year," Brind'Amour 
said. 

Andersen has 22 wins in 28 games this season. That's a 
huge uptick from the 13 wins across 24 games he had all of 
last season for the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Carolina has won four of its past five games; those wins 
have come in games when Andersen was in net. 

"There's a reason why he's an All-Star goalie," Niederreiter 
said. "Every single night, he keeps us in the game. At the 
end of the day, we can't just always rely on him." 

In the only previous meeting this season, Ottawa won 3-2 on 
Dec. 2 despite putting only 20 shots on Antti Raanta. 
Senators goalie Anton Forsberg made 47 saves. 
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About Last Night: Star Power Shines Bright in Raleigh 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes got back into the win column as 
they thwarted the Pacific Division leading Vegas Golden 
Knights’ comeback in overtime. 

Despite a late third period collapse that saw a two-goal lead 
dissolve within five minutes, the Hurricanes’ star power 
helped push them ahead.  

Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov each recorded two-
point nights with the pair coming together for the game 
winner and Frederik Andersen had a solid outing stopping 26 
of 29 shots.  

Lets take a deeper look at some of the key points from last 
night: 

Svechnikov Continues to Dominate 

Andrei Svechnikov recorded his fifth multi-point game in a 
row as he picked up two more primary assists — moving 
back to a point-per-game pace.  

He’s been unreal these last few games, being by far one of 
the Canes’ most impactful players. In his last 10 games, 
Svechnikov has 5 goals and 15 points with 39 shots and 29 
hits. 

He plays such a unique game, blending elements of a power 
forward, with elite playmaking ability and a sniper’s shot. It 
makes him one of the hardest players to defend against 
because he has so many options in his toolkit. 

What’s key to remember about Svechnikov though is that he 
is only 21 years old. He already leads all players in his age 
bracket in scoring, but he will just continue to get better and 
stronger as he gets older. 

Watching him last night, it’s hard to think of a player getting 
even better. 

Aho Sets Franchise Record 

Sebastian Aho is one of the most important players for the 
Carolina Hurricanes today, but he is also on pace to solidify 
himself as one of the best Hurricanes of all time at the rate 
he is going. 

Scoring the game-winner, Aho is now the sole holder of the 
franchise record for overtime winners with seven, passing 
Jeff O’Neill. 

The overtime winner also moved Aho into sixth place for 
most game-winning goals (30) in franchise history, passing 
current head coach Rod Brind’Amour.  

Aho is also just four shorthanded goals away from the 
franchise record held by former captain — and current Team 
Canada Olympian — Eric Staal (16).  

He probably won’t be able to catch franchise legend, Ron 
Francis, for any of the big records like goals and points, but 
Aho is certainly poised to cement himself in a solid place on 
those lists and still grab a few records of his own.  

Metro Race Tightening 

After last night’s NHL slate, the Hurricanes actually find 
themselves in third place in the Metropolitan Division — yet 
still first in terms of point percentage. 

It’s been known that the Metro is year in and year out one of 
the most competitive divisions with first through fourth place 
always being a toss up and it seems that this year it is going 
to be no different. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have launched themselves into 
second place in both points and points percentage after a 
slow start and it’s actually the Washington Capitals that have 
slid to fourth place (and actually the second wild card based 
on point percentage) due a 3-5-2 record over their last 10 
games.  

The playoff teams are all but assured at this point for the 
Eastern Conference barring any major collapses, but the 
truth is that some elite teams are going to lose in the first 
round. No matter where the Canes end up slating, it seems 
that the competition is going to be stiff this year. 

But that just means it’s going to be an exciting postseason 
for sure and if you want to be the best, you have to beat the 
best. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Pittsburgh Penguins jump two teams to move to 
second 

By Zeke Lukow  

1. New York Rangers: 60 Points (28-11-4) 

The New York Rangers are set to be without young winger 
Kaapo Kakko for an extended period of time. Just before 
Saturday’s game against the Arizona Coyotes, he was a late 
scratch and is now listed as week-to-week on injured 
reserve. Kakko apparently suffered an upper-body injury 
some time ago that has been lingering. The Rangers expect 
he could be out through the All-Star break. They are also 
without Filip Chytil who suffered a lower-body injury against 
the Coyotes and is listed as day-to-day. 

"It's kind of surreal to think about being part of that group and 
getting my number retired." 
 
Catch @Rupper17's interview with @HLundqvist on 
Thursday & Friday ahead of his @NYRangers jersey 
retirement ceremony! pic.twitter.com/klbKdOlBTb 

— NHL Network (@NHLNetwork) January 25, 2022  

Rangers’ forward Chris Kreider was named the NHL’s First 
Star of the Week last week. He had five goals and two 
assists in just three games. He also had a goal in Monday’s 
game against the Los Angeles Kings which brings his active 
goal streak up to six games. Monday’s goal came on the 
man advantage to bring his power-play goal total up to 15, 
which leads the NHL. Now just 43 games into the season he 
has 30 goals which is two more than his previous career-best 
season. 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins: 59 Points (27-10-5) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have been the hottest team over 
the last two months losing just three times since the start of 
December. They now have a record of 17-3-0 in their last 20 
games which have seen them rocket up the standings from 
fourth place to second in the Metropolitan Division. The 
Penguins have really been able to lean on Tristan Jarry who 
has been consistently exceptional this season with a 2.09 
GAA and .928 save percentage both ranking in the top three 
in the NHL. On top of that, they have a top-10 goal scorer in 
the league in Jake Guentzel which gives them a balanced 
team. 

The @penguins are just having a whole lotta fun out there. 
pic.twitter.com/7Jal4NqWYJ 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) January 26, 2022  

The Penguins are going to be without center Teddy Blueger 
for six to eight weeks with a broken jaw. The injury occurred 
in Sunday’s game against the Winnipeg Jets on a hit 
delivered by Brendan Dillon. Blueger isn’t the flashiest 
player, but he plays a shutdown role on a line with Zach 
Aston-Reese and Brock McGinn. He also centers the top 
penalty kill unit for Pittsburgh that is the top team in a league 
on the kill.  

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 58 Points (28-9-2) 

The Carolina Hurricanes may have won last night but the 
real loser is the lineup. Ethan Bear was a healthy scratch 

again and hasn’t played since January 13th. Bear has been 
replaced by Brendan Smith who started the year as the 
seventh defenseman. Brind’Amour was asked about the 
lineup and said that he wants to keep a winning lineup in 
place. The problem is he has this record with young 
offensive-minded defensemen. 

The same thing that he is doing to Bear is what he did to 
both Haydn Fleury and Jake Bean. Fleury played top-four 
minutes with the Anaheim Ducks last season before getting 
Dave Hakstol’ed this year. Meanwhile, Bean is playing on the 
top pairing for the Columbus Blue Jackets with Zach 
Werenski. The problem this year is magnified because Smith 
is the worst defenseman that has been played over the 
others. Jani Hakanpaa and both Joel Edmundsson had the 
merit to be in the lineup, Smith does not. 

The Sensational Sebastian Aho 
pic.twitter.com/pvRx8YLm5N 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 26, 2022  

Smith was caught completely flatfooted and out of position 
Tuesday night in a goal against. He was also out for a goal 
against in the Devils game last weekend. Bear ranks better 
in both Corsi and goals for percentage than Smith. He also 
can provide on the offensive side with his seven points to 
Smith’s four. All around he has a much better ceiling and a 
much higher floor from both the analytics and eye test 
perspectives. 

4. Washington Capitals: 55 Points (23-11-9) 

The Washington Capitals have struggled to find the back of 
the net at even strength which has led to their 4-5-2 record in 
their last 11 games. In this time span, they rank 24th in the 
league with just 2.43 goals for per game. One would tend to 
think that it wouldn’t be an issue because the Caps have 
Alex Ovechkin and a deadly powerplay, but in reality, they 
rank 29th in the league with a 14.8% success rate. When a 
team has success on the power play it can really cover up for 
weaknesses, but the Caps are seeing what happens when 
you don’t have that luxury. 

What a paw-sitively adorable pregame.  
 
More   https://t.co/um1JVeBYwh 
 
( @capitals) pic.twitter.com/uq0yDNCpps 

— NHL (@NHL) January 25, 2022  

The Caps have had battles with injuries, but it seems very 
odd that goals would dry up when they got Backstrom and 
T.J. Oshie in the lineup together. The Caps are still without 
Anthony Mantha who was injured in November with a 
shoulder injury that required surgery. Mantha’s absence 
does open up interesting possibilities at the trade deadline 
his $5.2 million AAV has been on LTIR and with a possibly 
lengthy rehab, he could pull a Nikita Kucherov and sit out 
until the playoffs affording even more flexibility to the Caps 
that will need to add at the deadline to make a deep run. 
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5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 37 Points (18-20-1) 

There are plenty of teams that are interested in trading for 
Arizona Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun. This week 
the Columbus Blue Jackets have also thrown their name in 
the ring to land the 23-year old. This seems odd for a team 
that is not contending to look at Chychrun, but he is signed 
for three more seasons. This isn’t a rental, it’s a full-on 
hockey trade and the Blue Jackets could have the upper 
hand. Arizona wants a first-round pick, a player, and a 
prospect and Columbus is in a great spot to offer all three. 

Look, I know #CBJ are struggling to score goals, but ... 
pic.twitter.com/9T6tgvJ0zH 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) January 25, 2022  

First, they will have a more preferable first-round pick 
because it will be earlier than the contending teams. The 
Blue Jackets also have two first-round picks from the trade 
that sent Seth Jones to Chicago. The Blue Jackets have also 
been active in trading over the last few seasons which has 
led to them stocking their franchise with young players and 
prospects in a very rapid fashion. Now they can use these 
assets without much of an impact to obtain a young high 
caliber defenseman.  

6. New York Islanders: 36 Points (15-14-6) 

The New York Islanders have the second most games 
rescheduled due to COVID at 13, just one fewer than the 
Ottawa Senators. The Isles will have 11 games in February, 
one more than the Canes have scheduled in February. While 
most teams are either playing for seeding or draft picks at 
this point, there is still plenty to play for on Long Island. 
According to MoneyPuck their chances to make the playoffs 
have increased to 13.6%.  

Parise! That was special! 4-3 #Isles 
pic.twitter.com/hVxzhjJ8Sp 

— (@IslesFix) January 26, 2022  

They are the only team in the Eastern Conference that falls 
between a 0% and 90% chance to make the playoffs and 
doesn’t have their fate mostly determined. The next two 
months will determine their strategy at the trade deadline. In 
a season they were expecting to challenge for a Stanley Cup 
they could become real sellers which could advance re-
tooling an aging lineup that has five pending UFAs which 
includes alternate captain Cal Clutterbuck.  

7. New Jersey Devils: 35 Points (15-21-5) 

The New Jersey Devils have now dropped five of their last 
six games only winning against the Carolina Hurricanes last 
weekend. The Devils have let up three or more goals in each 
of their last six games. The Devils have had issues with 

goaltending, starting fourth-string goaltender, Akira Schmid. 
Schmid ended up letting up three goals on seven shots 
before being pulled during the first intermission. He was 
replaced by Jon Gillies who ended up stopping 23 of 24 of 
the shots he faced. 

Okay Jesper Bratt, we see you.  
 
: @ESPNPlus   https://t.co/CLqyKVUD2q 
pic.twitter.com/4k48AILf1d 

— NHL (@NHL) January 26, 2022  

Jesper Bratt scored the lone Devils goal last night. That 
extended his goal streak to three games and his point streak 
to six games. In this six-game streak, he has five goals and 
three assists. He now has 14 goals and 23 assists in 38 
games. This is just one goal shy of his career-best and he 
has already surpassed his career-best points. This is a 
fantastic development from the Devils who need their young 
players and prospects to hit the next level in order to 
compete in the long term. Bratt is showing that he can be a 
top-six winger goes a long way in advancing the Devils 
rebuild. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers: 34 Points (13-22-8) 

The Flyers now have two losing streaks of at least 10 games 
this season. This marks the first time since 2011 that a team 
has had two such losing streaks in the same season when 
the Colorado Avalanche accomplished the dubious feat. The 
Flyers were able to accomplish this in just 40 games, not 
even halfway through the season. This is the earliest a team 
has had two streaks since the Ottawa Senators only needed 
38 games in their inaugural season to lose 10 games in a 
row twice. 

Last Night: Keith Yandle tied Doug Jarvis for the longest 
consecutive games played streak in NHL history. 
 
Tonight: He can stand alone atop the “Ironman” list: 
https://t.co/QiXDVnkELl #NHLStats@NHLFlyers vs. 
@NYIslanders 
: 7:30 p.m. ET on NBCSP, MSG+ 
pic.twitter.com/eK5IHAJvb4 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) January 25, 2022  

Elliotte Friedman reported on the 32 Thoughts the Podcast 
on Monday that Chuck Fletcher is planning to have a state of 
the franchise press conference this week. This could set in 
motion the rebuild they have been avoiding for years. It has 
also been reported that the Maple Leafs have made a 
serious offer for captain Claude Giroux. Giroux has spent the 
last 15 years in Philadelphia but is in the final season of an 
eight-year $66.2 million deal.  
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Ottawa Senators: Game Preview 

By Sarah A  

Carolina Hurricanes (28-9-2) @ Ottawa Senators (13-20-3) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 40 

Thursday, January 27, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 

Canadian Tire Centre — Ottawa, ON, Canada 

Fresh off of a thrilling overtime victory over the Pacific-
leading Vegas Golden Knights, the Carolina Hurricanes head 
north. They hit the metaphorical road to Canada for the first 
time this calendar year (their last stop there was Vancouver 
in December) to take on the Ottawa Senators.  

The Senators are about as different from the Golden Knights 
as you can get; yet, the last time the Hurricanes lined up 
against them, Ottawa came away victorious after a wild third 
period which saw four total goals in about five minutes of 
playing time.  

So, sure, the Senators may be nearly at the bottom of the 
Atlantic Division standings (a fate saved only by Montreal’s 
dismal performance this season) but the Hurricanes have 
already learned not to underestimate them. The Senators 
have won their last two games, a 5-0 rout of the equally-
struggling Buffalo Sabres, and a 2-1 win over the free-falling 
Columbus Blue Jackets.  

So it’s a confident Senators team that will greet the 
Hurricanes tonight. Let’s see how the teams match up:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Senators 

Record 28-9-2 13-20-3 

Goals/Game 3.59 2.83 

Goals Against/Game 2.41 3.47 

Shots/Game 33.38 29.92 

Face Off Win % 54.4% 47.9% 

Power Play % (Rank) 26.3% (5th) 18.8% (20th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.6% (1st) 80.0% (18th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.42% 46.12% 

ES PDO 101.38 99.50 

PIM/Game 09:16 10:16 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Anton Forsberg 

Record 22-6-0 7-6-1 

Save % .927 .912 

GAA 2.06 3.01 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Matt Murray 

Record 5-2-1 3-6-1 

Save % .908 .904 

GAA 2.35 3.05 

Game Notes 

 Hurricanes goaltender Freddie Anderson is two 
wins away from 250. Antti Raanta is two away from 
100.  

 Derek Stepan is three away from 500 career points.  

 Sebastian Aho has points in seven of his last 10 
games. The Hurricanes are 3-7-1 when Aho does 
not record a point. 

 Andrei Svechnikov has points in five straight games 
and eight of his last 10. The team has a 5-6-2 when 
Svechnikov does not score. 

 Senators forward Drake Batherson, the team’s 
leading scorer, was injured on Tuesday night by a 
controversial hit from Sabres’ goaltender Aaron 
Dell. Dell was suspended for his actions; Batherson 
has had to withdraw from participating in this year’s 
All-Star Game. He’ll be replaced by Matthew 
Tkachuk. 

Buffalo’s Aaron Dell has been suspended for three games for 
Interference on Ottawa’s Drake Batherson. 
https://t.co/pXXthyGU6h 

— NHL Player Safety (@NHLPlayerSafety) January 26, 
2022  

 Tyler Ennis, who recorded a hat trick against the 
Sabres, is two assists away from 200 in his career.  

 Senators defenseman Erik Brannstrom has been 
added to the COVID-19 protocol list. In his absence, 
Lassi Thomson has been recalled to Ottawa 
(though, per the team, he was getting a call-up 
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anyway, even before Brannstrom came out of the 
lineup.)  

 Forward Dylan Gambrell was also injured on 
Tuesday and is expected to be out for a week or so.  

 Goaltender Matt Murray was struggling so badly 
that he was sent to the AHL earlier in the season. In 
his last four starts, he’s 3-0-1, with a 2.00 goals 
against average and a .938 save percentage. His 
resurgence is playing a big role in the Senators’ 
recent string of strong play.  

 

 

 

COLUMN: Tony DeAngelo isn’t Dougie Hamilton and he’s not supposed to be  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes experienced an extensive roster 
overhaul this past offseason, bringing in several new names 
and having to part ways with some as well. The most 
prominent new skater in town is clearly defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo, who signed a one-year, $1 million deal after four 
seasons with the New York Rangers. 

The signing drew a lot of criticism from both fans and the 
media, as DeAngelo is not only one of most brash and 
unliked personalities in hockey, but he also replaced fan-
favorite defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who signed with the 
New Jersey Devils prior to the 2021-22 season. However, 
roughly halfway through this season, DeAngelo has proved 
himself to be a bargain acquisition for Carolina, leading 
Canes defensemen in points and placing third on the team 
among all skaters. Although DeAngelo is not the defensive 
stalwart that Hamilton was in a Hurricanes sweater, his 
numbers prove he does not have to be. 

For starters, DeAngelo plays with a different style and skillset 
than does Hamilton. While Hamilton was a more balanced 
player on both offense and defense, DeAngelo specializes in 
offensive production with his status as a defenseman almost 
becoming secondary. Even in the offensive zone, Hamilton’s 
game featured more frequent shots and shooting with more 
intent to create a rebound chance than to actually score a 
goal straightaway. On the flip side, DeAngelo utilizes his elite 
vision to create chances for his teammates by passing and 
shoots primarily to score rather than to shoot a shot that the 
goaltender could not corral. 

On the defensive end, DeAngelo is not as physical a 
defender as Hamilton was, generating less hits and taking a 
lot more hits than Hamilton. Despite this deficiency in his 
game, DeAngelo still finds alternative ways to create 

problems for the opposing offense. DeAngelo currently 
draws 0.88 penalties per game for Carolina, allowing more 
ice time for one of the top power play units in the NHL. 
Hamilton never drew more than 0.5 penalties per game for 
the Canes, but his discipline also kept him on the ice with 
significantly less PIM/60 than DeAngelo. 

With Hamilton also besting DeAngelo in generating 
takeaways, it is nearly impossible to deny Hamilton’s 
defensive edge over DeAngelo. But as mentioned earlier, 
DeAngelo plays a distinctly different style than his 
predecessor, one that emphasizes passing to boost his 
teammates’ stats in addition to his own. This impact is 
evident when comparing the team statistics of this year’s 
edition of the Canes to the previous three seasons marked 
by Hamilton. 

While not eye-popping, the 2021-22 Carolina Hurricanes 
have shown slight improvements in Corsi percentage, 
Fenwick percentage, shots faced percentage and scoring 
chance percentage. The boost to Fenwick is probably the 
most attributable to DeAngelo, as his more discretionary 
approach to shot-taking leads to fewer blocked shots. 

Considering that the 2021-22 Hurricanes are nearly identical 
to their Hamilton-era counterparts in terms of high-danger 
chance percentage, significantly better scoring chance goal 
percentage and high-danger goal percentage highlighted the 
fact that this seasons’ Canes are more lethal when they are 
presented with scoring opportunities. 

Although Hamilton will continue to hold a special place in the 
hearts of Canes fans for years to come, DeAngelo presents 
new opportunities for Carolina to make the next step in its 
transformation into an elite NHL franchise. If DeAngelo can 
stay out of trouble off the ice, he could be a key contributor to 
the Hurricanes’ quest for another Stanley Cup. 
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Stars escape Wolves’ grasp 

Rhett Gardner scored 2:58 into overtime to lift the Texas 
Stars to a 2-1 victory over the Chicago Wolves Wednesday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Captain Andrew Poturalski scored his league-leading 20th 
goal for the Wolves (24-7-4-1), who limited the Stars to 17 
shots on goal — just 2 off the franchise record. Chicago 
maintained the best points percentage in the AHL’s Western 
Conference and pushed its Central Division lead to 6 points. 

“I thought we played well,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “We had some opportunities. We outshot them 
heavily…but at the end of the day it’s black and white. You 
win or you lose and we lost.” 

Poturalski delivered the game’s first goal at 13:37 of the first. 
The Wolves controlled the puck in the offensive zone for an 
entire power play and scored four seconds after returning to 
even strength, but before the penalized player could get into 
the fray. CJ Smith whistled a shot from the left faceoff dot 
that rebounded to the right faceoff dot for Poturalski, who 
launched a riser over goaltender Matt Jurusik. 

The Wolves held Texas without a shot for more than 16 
minutes, but the Stars (11-14-4-2) converted on a rare 

attempt as they rushed up ice and Gardner found Tye 
Felhaber on the doorstep for a tap-in and a 1-1 tie at 2:09 of 
the second. 

Midway through overtime, the Stars set up a 3-on-2 
opportunity. Ty Dellandrea came down the left side and 
found Gardner open in the right circle for a one-timer that 
earned the Stars the extra poin. 

Jack LaFontaine (0-0-1), voted the nation’s best collegiate 
goaltender last year while leading Minnesota to the Big Ten 
tournament championship, made his AHL debut for the 
Wolves and stopped 15 of 17 shots. 

Jurusik (4-1-1), a native of west suburban LaGrange, posted 
36 saves in the win. 

The Wolves continue their homestand at 7 p.m. Friday 
against Grand Rapids and 7 p.m. Saturday versus Rockford. 
The Wolves are offering two free tickets for either game for 
all health care workers as the team unveils their exclusive 
Healthcare Heroes jerseys, presented by Turtle Wax. To 
request tickets or learn how to bid in the jersey auctions 
earmarked for local charities, click here or email a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3094205/2022/01/27/all-the-reasons-to-be-concerned-about-the-hurricanes-plus-the-tony-deangelo-question-and-more-bag-

of-jerks/ 
https://theathletic.com/3094742/2022/01/27/john-klingberg-trade-packages-what-could-bruins-hurricanes-panthers-predators-and-leafs-offer-the-

stars/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/excerpt-from-the-whalers-by-pat-pickens/c-330175870 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-january-27/c-330214374 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-meet-senators-continue-to-seek-balanced-scoring/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/26/22902644/about-last-night-star-power-shines-bright-in-raleigh-carolina-hurricanes-aho-svechnikov 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/27/22904100/carolina-hurricanes-ottawa-senators-game-preview-broadcast-how-to-watch-scoring-notes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/26/22902141/carolina-hurricanes-metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-pittsburgh-penguins-nhl 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/column-tony-deangelo-isn-t-dougie-hamilton-and-he-s-not-supposed-to-be/article_6c903b70-7f0d-11ec-

bcc1-1771e150f4e8.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/26/stars-escape-wolves-grasp/ 
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1197853 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes vibe check: Overtime dramatics, Sebastian Aho's franchise 
record, and is it time for a change on D? 

 

Sara Civian 

6-8 minutes 1/26/2022 

 

It was boring until it wasn’t, and then it really wasn’t. Here are 10 
thoughts on the Hurricanes after Tuesday’s 4-3 overtime win over Vegas: 

1. After scoring one in regulation, Sebastian Aho scored a second for the 
overtime winner. It was his seventh career overtime goal, beating out Jeff 
O’Neill for the franchise record. “Great read by (Andrei Svechnikov),” Aho 
said. “He won his battle there. He wanted that puck, which is the thing he 
does really well. He’s strong and fast. He made a nice play, great pass to 
me. I had to bury that one.” 

2. It’s true, and don’t look now, but Svechnikov is rounding into 
midseason form at almost exactly the midseason checkmark. He has 
multi-point nights in five consecutive games for a total of 14 goals and 36 
points in 36 games. The All-Star snub of the year? 

3. On the depth scoring front, Net-Front Nino is having himself a season. 
Niederreiter broke up the 0-0 monotony early in the second off a nice 
play. He’s got a point in three of his past four games and 20 points (12 
goals, 8 assists) through 33 games this season. “You need it, obviously,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Everyone always talks about it, getting 
contributions from everybody. If we want to go where we want to go, 
we’re going to have to have it. We’re going to need everyone scoring at 
times. He’s been good this year. He’s been steady. That’s real 
important.” Seconds later, we got an encore from Vincent Trocheck, who 
has also been more noticeable lately after a slower start to the season. 
Those two are sure to make trade-deadline decisions difficult. 

4. Continuing on depth scoring, over the Hurricanes’ past four games, 18 
of the 20 skaters appearing in at least one game have recorded a point, 
and 14 of those 20 have scored a goal. Carolina is one of just four teams 
with at least nine players to score eight goals and one of just six teams 
with at least nine players to tally 19 points in 2021-22, and the Hurricanes 
trail only the Panthers for the league lead in each of those categories. 
Not bad. 

5. Overtime was beautiful, and if you don’t believe me here’s a chart. 

6. You might argue that Martin Necas needs to stop dilly-dallying and 
shoot the puck, but I completely disagree. I love watching him do his 
thing. What a skilled skater. It’s a treat to watch him with extra space in 
overtime. I think his big breakout is right around the corner. 

7. With Antti Raanta back from his injury and Freddie Andersen good to 
go, the Canes assigned Jack LaFontaine to Chicago. The defense was 
uncharacteristically bad in LaFontaine’s 3.5 NHL periods, but the 

Hurricanes need Cup contention-level goaltending, and LaFontaine 
would’ve had to make a beyond stellar case for himself to stay in the 
rotation right out of the gates. He’ll have a chance to get acclimated to 
the pro game in Chicago, and we’ll see what happens after he gets a few 
reps in at the AHL level. As for Andersen, it’s another solid night in the 
books and a great overtime outing. 

8. All of your Jordan Staal candle emoji prayer circle tweets finally 
worked. His assist tonight was his first point in six games. Maybe he’ll get 
on a roll, here? I also appreciated how he sacrificed his own scoring 
chance on that play to give Niederreiter the chance. You can’t tempt the 
fates too much. 

9. Don’t let the coaches’ challenge on the Golden Knights’ first goal 
distract you from the turnover that caused the goal in the first place: 

I was expecting Ethan Bear to return to the Canes’ lineup after the loss to 
the Devils in which he was a healthy scratch. Brind’Amour tends to keep 
the lineup the same after wins, and often makes minor tweaks after a 
loss or two, but Bear remained scratched and Brendan Smith remained 
in the lineup Tuesday. I’d expect a change ahead of the next game. 
“[Smith] has been playing really good,” Brind’Amour offered last 
Thursday. “I think our D has been phenomenal these last couple games. 
That’s basically it. Nothing really more to the explanation. Guys are 
playing hard and playing well, it’s tough to change the lineup.” 

10. The vibes, of course, were everywhere after this one: 

pic.twitter.com/sCLURxeo3f 

— Deb (@deb_or_ah_m) January 26, 2022 

Honestly not great. Rod said he liked how the defense has been 
performing but we have given up 3 or more goals in 7 of the last 9 
games. 

— Joey Murphy (@terpcaniac) January 26, 2022 

Great effort. Gotta clean up the blue line mistakes. Bear should draw 
back in. 

andrei svechnikov has arrived. complete player. 

— Brandon Stanley (@bwstanley26) January 26, 2022 

Not exactly hyped because sloppiness lead to going to OT & they were in 
control,glad they pulled it together & got the win. 

I don’t want to jinx anything but having a hard time imagining this team 
losing 4 out of 7 games in a row come playoff time. They always bounce 
back. 

Watching Svechy and Nechy handle the puck tonight was a ton of fun, 
they were both flying! Plus, that was an electric OT. Nino continues to be 
a bull at 5 on 5, lots to be pleased with after that one. 

— Andrew Moghaddam (@AndrewMoghaddam) January 26, 2022 
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GARRIOCH: A high-ankle sprain could shelve Drake Batherson for 
months 

"Sources told this newspaper Wednesday the club's leading scorer 
suffered a high-ankle sprain." 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

The anger, disappointment and frustration will linger awhile for Drake 
Batherson and the Ottawa Senators. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

But Thursday night they’ll have to start getting used to life without him. 

Sources told this newspaper Wednesday the club’s leading scorer 
suffered a high-ankle sprain as a result of the ugly cheap shot Batherson 
received from Buffalo Sabres goalie Aaron Dell on Tuesday night, and 
while there’s no timetable for his return you have to wonder if he’ll play 
again this season. 

The Senators planned to send Batherson for more testing on his left leg 
Wednesday, but the prognosis isn’t good. A high-ankle sprain can be 
worse than a break because of the ligament damage involved, but it’ll 
definitely take him several weeks to recover from this injury, if not 
months. 

Yes, somebody will else will have to take up the real estate Batherson 
normally occupied on the right side of captain Brady Tkachuk and Josh 
Norris when the Carolina Hurricanes come to the Canadian Tire Centre 
on Thursday, but we’re talking about the club’s best player here. 

Winger Egor Sokolov is the No. 1 candidate to be recalled from the club’s 
AHL affiliate in Belleville. He has nine goals and 21 points in 27 games 
this season. 

Batherson was supposed to attend the NHL all-star weekend in Vegas 
and was looking forward to bringing his dad, Norm, a former Ottawa 
farmhand, along for the weekend. That opportunity has been taken away 
and now the focus will be on trying to get back sometime before season 
ends April 29. 

Tkachuk was named as the replacement for Batherson on Wednesday 
on the Atlantic Division all-star team. The two drive to the rink together 
for every game and Tkachuk was at the wheel of Batherson’s car late 
Tuesday because he was in a lot of pain. 

“That’s the toughest part because he has every right to be (at the all-star 
game) and he deserves to be there,” said Tkachuk. “He’s an all-star for a 
reason. That’s what sucks for the group the most is that he’s been 
playing so well, not only for our team but for himself.” 

That’s why the Senators were happy to see Dell get the book thrown at 
him by the NHL’s department of player safety with a three-game 
suspension after all four officials completely missed the infraction late in 
the first period. 

“Batherson doesn’t and shouldn’t expect a shoulder check from Dell in 
this situation. Much less a high, hard shoulder check delivered as 
Batherson travels towards the boards with speed,” the league said in the 
suspension video. 

Dell will pay a $11,250 fine as a result of his actions. That won’t help the 
Senators replace Batherson. 

“It definitely stings. He’s an all-star for a reason, it hurts our crew 
because not only is he a great player, he’s a great person to have 

around,” said Ottawa Tkachuk. “It definitely sucks. Quite frankly, it was 
just a bulls–t play that happened. 

“It was unnecessary and dirty. You just feel for (Batherson). He’s a had a 
tremendous year, and he’s put in so much work to get to where he’s at. It 
sucks for him and it sucks for our group.” 

The 32-year-old Dell, who is a repeat offender, took Batherson out as he 
was chasing a defender near the Sabres’ net. Batherson fell awkwardly 
into the boards. A forward isn’t expecting contact from the goalie and, at 
the very least, there should have been an interference call. 

“You never really expect that,” Tkachuk said. “The rule is you’re not 
supposed to be in contact with (Dell) and goalies shouldn’t feel they’re 
invincible and able to throw hits to you. It’s a bad play and it shouldn’t 
happen. 

“No other goalie does that.” 

That’s the thing, Dell has a history of this kind of behaviour, but his recent 
incidents didn’t factor into the decision. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

During the 2019 campaign, he took out Vegas winger Mark Stone in a 
game against Ottawa. Stone was OK, but Dell hasn’t learned. 

A couple of weeks ago against the Nashville Predators, he skated out of 
his net to jump forward Eeli Tolvanen along the boards. 

Tkachuk said it’s difficult to seek retribution and run Dell. 

“It’s tough when it’s a goalie because you can’t really just deal with them 
like you can deal with a normal player,” Tkachuk said. “Another player, 
it’s a little easier to get a hold of, but as a goalie it’s a little bit different. 

“We’ll see what happens. We weren’t happy with the play.” 

Smith said the Senators couldn’t afford to have a Slap Shot moment. 

“At the end of the day, you go and run the goalie and you’re going to get 
suspended,” said Smith. “You have to look at the financial side with these 
guys and you just have to trust the league will do their thing. It’s 
unfortunate. 

“It’s a bad play by the goalie. He’s done it before and we’ve seen all the 
replays. Any other player in the game who does that has to go out and 
face the music. It’s just a bad play and it’s an unfortunate thing that a 
young kid’s not going to be able to go to an all-star game. It’s ridiculous.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Tyler Ennis hit the reset button and ended up with a hat 
trick 

"He's had great legs since he sat a couple in a row. Sometimes you just 
need a refresh mentally." 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Lost in the anger of the high-ankle sprain suffered by Ottawa Senators 
winger Drake Batherson Tuesday against the Buffalo Sabres was the fact 
veteran Tyler Ennis had his second career hat trick. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Ottawa winger completed his three-goal effort just in the nick of time 
by firing it by Buffalo goaltender Aaron Dell with only 30 seconds left on 
the clock in the club’s 5-0 win over the Sabres. 
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Unfortunately, with no fans in the stands at the Canadian Tire Centre, 
there was only one hat on the ice as part of the celebration, and it came 
from Ottawa backup goaltender Anton Forsberg, who was on the bench. 

“It would have been nice to have a few more hats out there, but it was 
nice of Forsy to chuck one out there at least for me,” said Ennis with a 
smile. 

He has picked up his game since coach D.J. Smith sent Ennis a 
message by sitting him down for games against the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Washington Capitals while the club was on the road last week. 

“He’s had great legs since he sat a couple in a row,” Smith said. 
“Sometimes you just need a refresh mentally or a reset and its like you’re 
starting the year over. He scored the first game of the year and it starts 
weighing on you. 

“He sits a couple out, gets away from it and here he is. Now, he all of a 
sudden looks like he’s 20 years old again and he’s making all these 
plays. That’s how finicky the mind is and how confidence comes and 
goes.” 

Ennis, 32, said he couldn’t have done it without some help from Smith. 

“It was nice of D.J. to keep putting me out and try to get (the third goal),” 
Ennis said. “It felt pretty good to see that third one go in.” 

Ennis is the fifth player in franchise history 32 or older to record a hat 
trick for the team. The others were Daniel Alfredsson (four times), Alexei 
Kovalev (twice), Laurie Boschman and Bobby Ryan . 

ZERO HERO 

Matt Murray is starting to be a difference-maker for the Senators. 

He made 32 stops in the club’s victory over the Sabres and has been 
solid in his last four appearances. Murray has a 3-0-1 record in that 
stretch and is starting to show the form the club expected when he 
arrived here. 

The Senators need the 27-year-old Murray at the top of his game to have 
success, and that’s what they’ve been seeing lately. 

“He made some huge saves in the third. We took some bad penalties on 
some ticky-tack plays by us,” Smith said. “He made some great saves on 
some failed clears and we gave them some chances we shouldn’t have 
given up in the third. 

“He saw everything and he’s looked as good as he’s looked since he’s 
been here.” 

It was Murray’s 14th career shutout and his third with the Senators. 
There’s no reason to believe he won’t face the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday as this homestand continues. 

“It feels great,” Murray said. “We’re coming off a really good road trip and 
as a team we’re gaining some traction, and (Tuesday) solidified that. 
We’re going in the right direction, we’ve played a great all-around team 
game. 

“We did a good job being in the right spots and playing good defence.” 

THE LAST WORDS 

The Senators will be without centre Dylan Gambrell for at least a week. 
He was taken out of the play by Buffalo defenceman Rasmus Dahlin and 
hit the boards hard in the first. 

The expectation is Gambrell’s spot on the roster will be taken by Clark 
Bishop. 
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Sharks forwards snap long goal droughts in critical win over Capitals 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 

PUBLISHED: January 26, 2022 at 6:38 p.m. | UPDATED: January 26, 
2022 at 11:51 p.m. 

 

After back-to-back discouraging performances late last week, including a 
blowout loss to the two-time defending Stanley Cup champions on home 
ice, the Sharks desperately needed some things to go their way 
Wednesday as they began a four-game road trip against the Washington 
Capitals. 

The Sharks found the winning formula again thanks to a standout 
performance from their No. 1 goalie and offensive contributions from 
players mired in extended scoring droughts. 

Forwards Noah Gregor and Jonathan Dahlen both scored for the first 
time in well over a month and goalie James Reimer made 32 saves, 
including 13 in the third period, to lead the Sharks to a 4-1 win over 
Washington at Capital One Arena. 

Defenseman Nicolas Meloche’s first career NHL goal in the second 
period proved to be the winner as the Sharks survived some tense 
moments in the third period for their second victory in their last six 
games. 

“Amazing. Just unbelievable,” Meloche said, adding that it was his 
mother’s birthday Wednesday. “Just special today.” 

The Sharks lost 3-2 to the expansion Seattle Kraken last Thursday and 
were hammered 7-1 by the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday. 

But with the win over the Capitals, the Sharks (22-19-2) now have 46 
points and are in a three-way tie for the Western Conference’s second 
wild-card spot with Dallas and Calgary, although the Flames (20-12-6) 
and Stars (22-16-2) have played fewer games. 

“I don’t know if it was the biggest (win) of the year, but it was definitely a 
response game,” Sharks coach Bob Boughner said. “You saw the things 
that we didn’t do against Tampa: the desperation, the urgency, some 
depth scoring, some blocked shots. Just sacrificing for each other. 

“That was what we stressed the last couple of days. It was about 
showing up, responding, and picking ourselves off the floor.” 

Reimer made 19 saves through the first two periods before Daniel 
Sprong scored just 14 seconds into the third period to cut the Sharks’ 
lead to 2-1. Reimer, though, was perfect the rest of the way to help the 
Sharks collect an important two points with less than a week to go before 
the NHL all-star break. 

The Sharks killed off a delay of game Logan Couture with 6:41 left in the 
third period, then Dahlen scored another insurance goal with 3:09 to go 
in regulation time. Dahlen’s last goal came on Dec. 9 against Minnesota. 

Andrew Cogliano scored an empty-net goal 21 seconds to cap the 
Sharks’ scoring. 

The Sharks did not have Rudolfs Balcers available Wednesday, as had 
been anticipated. Balcers had not cleared NHL COVID-19 protocol 
because his cycle threshold value wasn’t where it needed to be to return 
to play. 

Balcers’ five-day isolation ended Tuesday and he was able to fly with the 
Sharks to Washington. He also participated in the team’s morning skate 
Wednesday at Capital One Arena. 

With Balcers out, Gregor was moved to the top line with Tomas Hertl and 
Alexander Barabanov. Couture and Dahlen played with Timo Meier. 

It worked out for Gregor, who snapped a 20-game goal drought. 
Stationed beside goalie Ilya Samsonov, he redirected a pass from Brent 
Burns into the Capitals’ net at the 7:41 mark of the first period for his 
second goal of the season and his first since Nov. 30. 
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The Sharks were playing their second straight game without Erik 
Karlsson and their first since he had surgery Monday to repair a tear in 
his left forearm. 

Boughner said Wednesday that Karlsson could miss up to 12 weeks, but 
was hopeful that he could be back by the beginning of April, which would 
be more of a nine-to-10 week time frame. 

“We’re hoping that with the break coming up here in February, it was the 
right time to do it and hopefully we see him back in the middle or to the 
end of March,” Boughner said. “I would think that’s the aggressive plan. 
Erik’s beat timelines before in other surgeries. He’s a quick healer, and 
so we’re hoping we get him back sometime in March.” 

San Jose Sharks’ lopsided loss a ‘massive wake-up call,’ but can they 
respond? 

Starting with Wednesday’s game, the Sharks have 25 games between 
now and the end of March. They play three games in the next six days 
before their next game, Feb. 14 at home against the Edmonton Oilers. 

The Sharks finish the road trip with games against the Florida Panthers 
and Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday and Sunday, respectively, before 
they play the Lightning on Feb. 1. 
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Despite possible suspension, Evander Kane could soon join a Sharks’ 
division rival, report says 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 

PUBLISHED: January 26, 2022 at 1:22 p.m. | UPDATED: January 26, 
2022 at 4:26 p.m. 

 

Evander Kane could soon be back in the NHL and his return still might 
happen with the Edmonton Oilers, one of the teams the Sharks are 
competing with for a playoff spot in the Western Conference. 

Interest between Kane and the Oilers remains strong, as the winger met 
recently with Oilers general manager Ken Holland and coach Dave 
Tippett, according to TSN’s Darren Dreger. The Washington Capitals, the 
Sharks’ opponent Wednesday night, also have interest in Kane’s 
services, according to Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman. 

Kane signing with the Oilers would certainly add some intrigue to the 
second half of the season, potentially starting with when Edmonton visits 
SAP Center in San Jose on Feb. 14. 

The Sharks enter Wednesday tied for fourth place in the Pacific Division 
with the Calgary Flames with 44 points, four points back of the Los 
Angeles Kings for third place in the division. The Oilers are in sixth place 
with 42 points, but, as of early Wednesday, had four games in hand. 

Kane and his potential suitors are awaiting official word from the NHL 
regarding its latest investigation into the 30-year-old former Sharks 
forward and results of that inquiry could be announced Thursday, Dreger 
said. 

As Evander Kane awaits word from the NHL on further suspension or 
not, the Oilers interest in the power forward remains strong. Sources say 
Kane met with GM Ken Holland and head coach Dave Tippett earlier this 
week to discuss his fit on the team. Oilers, one of two teams in mix. 

Kane tested positive for COVID-19 on Dec. 21 and entered that league’s 
protocol, which stated at the time that symptomatic individuals must 
isolate themselves for 10 days after a positive test. If asymptomatic, a 
player can continue to be tested daily and would be subject to an early 
exit from isolation with two consecutive negative PCR tests. 

Canadian travel regulations indicate that individuals who have symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19, or who have tested positive for the 
coronavirus in the last 15 days, may not enter Canada by air on a public 
flight. Those restrictions are also in place for Canadian citizens, which 
Kane is. 

Part of the reason why the Sharks terminated what was left of Kane’s 
seven-year, $49 million contract in early January was that they believed 
he did not have medical clearance to fly and that he violated AHL 
protocols. 

The NHL Players’ Association has disputed that conclusion and filed a 
grievance on Kane’s behalf shortly after the Sharks terminated his 
contract. It remains unclear as to when that grievance will be heard and 
when the arbitrator might rule on the case. 

San Jose Sharks’ lopsided loss a ‘massive wake-up call,’ but can they 
respond? 

Kane, who led the Sharks with 49 points in 56 games last season, was 
placed on waivers by the NHL team in late November as his 21-game 
suspension for violating league COVID-19 protocols came to an end. 

After Kane cleared waivers, he was assigned to the Barracuda, with 
which he had eight points in five games. 
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Karlsson has general timeline for return, why Merkley is scratched and a 
new injury pops up 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | cpashelka@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay 
Area News Group 

PUBLISHED: January 26, 2022 at 10:38 a.m. | UPDATED: January 26, 
2022 at 1:24 p.m. 

 

Erik Karlsson could return sometime in March after he recovers from 
surgery to repair a torn muscle in his left forearm, Sharks coach Bob 
Boughner said Wednesday. 

Boughner said Karlsson’s absence could be as long as 10-to-12 weeks 
or as short as eight depending on how fast he heals from the surgery, 
which took place Monday in San Jose. 

The Sharks, starting with their game Wednesday with the Washington 
Capitals, have 25 games between now and the end of March. They play 
three times in the next six days before their next game, Feb. 14 at home 
against the Edmonton Oilers. 

“We’re hoping that with the break coming up here in February, it was the 
right time to do it and hopefully we see him back in the middle or to the 
end of March,” Boughner said. “I would think that’s the aggressive plan. 
Erik’s beat timelines before in other surgeries. He’s a quick healer, and 
so we’re hoping we get him back sometime in March.” 

In the meantime, San Jose (21-19-2) simply hopes to remain in the 
playoff hunt, as it enters Wednesday’s game at Capital One Arena tied 
for fourth place in the Pacific Division. 

“Sometimes he’s a one-man breakout and he gets pucks out of our end 
quick because he makes great plays and he skates pucks out, so we’ll be 
missing that,” Sharks winger Andrew Cogliano said. “But you’ve got to 
keep pressing on. It is what it is. It’s unfortunate for him and it’s 
unfortunate for us.” 

Boughner said Karlsson could have possibly continued to play, but 
decided to have the operation now with the hope that he will be fully 
healthy for the final month of the regular season. 

“Do we have him as a day-to-day guy, which (means he) can’t really 
practice? He can only play and even when he’s playing, he’s only playing 
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at 60 to 70 percent?” Boughner said. “Or do you get it fixed, get it right 
and get him back healthy? So it was a big decision. Erik wanted to be 
there for the team, but it was a tough decision for him.” 

“He tried to play through it for a while and didn’t want to let us down,” 
Sharks captain Logan Couture said. “Obviously, not the outcome he or 
we wanted that he’s going to miss an extended period of time, but we 
appreciate him trying to play through it. Ultimately, he had to do what was 
best for his body with an injury like that.” 

FOR TONIGHT: Nicolas Meloche, a healthy scratch for the last six 
games, will dress Wednesday and be paired with Jaycob Megna against 
the Capitals, according to reports. Brent Burns will be paired with Mario 
Ferraro and Marc-Edouard Vlasic will be with Radim Simek. 

Ryan Merkley will be a healthy scratch Wednesday after Boughner felt he 
struggled at times in Saturday’s 7-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
Merkley had an assist on Megna’s goal but was also on the ice for three 
even-strength goals against. 

Boughner said Merkley certainly wasn’t alone in his struggles, but added, 
“it’s not a bad thing to sit back and watch a game. 

“What he brings on the offensive side of the puck and his puck 
movement and everything is pretty solid, but I think defensively, again, 
it’s just more urgency and more details and that comes with experience. 
That comes with playing, that comes with being NHL practices and a 
healthy scratch is sometimes as a part of the process.” 

Merkley has been on the Sharks’ second power-play unit in recent 
games but Boughner’s decision for Wednesday is an obvious indication 
that the 2018 first-round draft choice has not yet fully arrived in the eyes 
of the coaching staff. 

Boughner didn’t mention names after Saturday’s blowout loss to the 
Lightning but said the Sharks weren’t hard enough to play against in their 
own zone and lamented how soft they played in front of their net. 

San Jose Sharks’ lopsided loss a ‘massive wake-up call,’ but can they 
respond? 

“The young guys struggled,” Boughner said. “It’s very apparent, without 
mentioning names, that there were a lot of guys that really struggled out 
there and didn’t look like they were ready.” 

Washington has actually been a slightly more productive team than 
Tampa Bay this season during 5-on-5 play, as the Capitals enter 
Wednesday with 98 goals to the Lightning’s 95. Both teams have played 
43 games. 

Wednesday, Boughner said, “Ryan’s a young guy, he’s digging in on that 
second unit, trying to find his game. There’s been some really good 
spots, bright spots to his game. Other nights, like a lot of young guys, 
there have been some downs. I wasn’t crazy about his game against 
Tampa. He’s not the only one.” 

NEW INJURY: The Sharks said that goalie Adin Hill, who came on in 
relief of James Reimer on Saturday, has a lower-body injury and is 
considered day-to-day. 

Reimer is starting Wednesday and Zach Sawchenko is backing up. The 
Sharks play Florida and Carolina on Saturday and Sunday, respectively, 
so Sawchenko could make his first NHL start in one of those games if Hill 
is not healthy by then. 

Hill is 9-11-1 with a .901 save percentage in 24 games this season. 
Reimer, in 12 career games vs. Washington, has a 5-4-2 record, a .930 
save percentage, and a 2.37 goals-against average. 
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EK65 has surgery on forearm, will be re-evaluated in March 

 

BY JOSH SCHROCK 

 

SHARKS 

The Sharks will be without one of their best players for quite some time, 
as defenseman Erik Karlsson had surgery to repair a small muscle tear in 
his left forearm, the team announced Tuesday. 

Karlsson will be re-evaluated in mid-March. 

The Sharks are 21-19-2 and currently in fifth place in the Pacific Division 
and tied with the Dallas Stars and Calgary Flames for the second wild-
card spot in the Western Conference. 

The 31-year-old defenseman has 26 points in 33 games played this 
season. 

Bob Boughner's club is 5-3-1 this season without Karlsson in the lineup. 

The Sharks take the ice again Wednesday against the Washington 
Capitals and then face the Florida Panthers and Carolina Hurricanes on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
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SAN JOSE SHARKSGOTTA SEE IT: Meloche Scores 1st NHL Goal on 
Mom’s Birthday 

 

Published 5 hours ago on January 26, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Nicolas Meloche’s first NHL goal was “special” 
in so many ways. 

Early in the second period, the San Jose Sharks hanging onto a 1-0 lead, 
Matt Nieto jumped a pass and found the trailer Meloche. 

“Amazing. Just unbelievable. It’s my mother’s birthday today too,” 
Meloche shared post-game. “So just special today.” 

Nicolas Meloche’s strike also ended up being the game-winner in a 3-1 
victory over the Washington Capitals. 

San Jose Sharks head coach Bob Boughner was pleased with more than 
just Meloche’s goal. It was the 24-year-old defenseman’s first 
appearance since Jan. 8 and he skated for none other than the injured 
Erik Karlsson. 

“I really liked him down in the trenches. I thought he was big and heavy. I 
thought he was physical. He won a lot of battles, made some good plays 
on some exits,” Boughner shared. “That’s what we need from Mel every 
night. We’ve talked a little about that, me and him before, is making sure 
when you’re in that lineup, make it hard on me to take you out. Give me a 
reason to play you again. 

“Definitely, he did that tonight.” 

Speaking of Nicolas Meloche’s work in the trenches, he made a big save 
on Brett Leason in the second period too. 

It’s been a long road for Meloche to this moment. The 2015 Colorado 
Avalanche second-round pick was making just his 20th NHL appearance 
after making his big league debut last year. He’s also spent five years in 
the AHL, racking up 193 games with the San Antonio Rampage, 
Colorado Eagles, and San Jose Barracuda. 

“He’s put a lot of time in the minors,” Noah Gregor, who played the last 
three years in the AHL with Meloche, noted. “He’s worked extremely 
hard, plays a simple game.” 
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Naturally, Nicolas Meloche wanted to share the moment with his mother 
Natalie more than with us. 

“For sure, I’m calling her right after I’m done here,” Meloche said during 
his media availability. “We talked earlier. She’s in Florida right now. I’ll be 
able to give her the puck tomorrow or in two days. It’s just great timing.” 

After scoring his first career NHL goal, Nicolas Meloche says he’s calling 
his mom right away. 
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Middleton, Knyzhov Injury Updates + Does Karlsson Injury Affect Sharks’ 
Deadline Plans? 

 

Published 6 hours ago on January 26, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Check out my hit on “Sharks Pregame Live”! 
This was recorded before the San Jose Sharks’ “response” 4-1 victory 
over the Washington Capitals: 

I chat about who’s going to soak up Erik Karlsson’s minutes. It’ll certainly 
be Brent Burns, who’s actually excelled without Karlsson this year. But 
what about Jake Middleton and Nikolai Knyzhov, are they close to 
coming back for the San Jose Sharks? 

Also, Brodie Brazil asks me if Karlsson’s injury might affect what the San 
Jose Sharks do at the Trade Deadline. 
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Notes #43: Reimer Restores Order in Capital, Sharks Win 4-1 

 

Published 8 hours ago on January 26, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The San Jose Sharks start a harrowing road trip 
(without Erik Karlsson for the foreseeable future) against the Washington 
Capitals. James Reimer fought back chance after chance, as the Sharks 
took a lead off Noah Gregor and Nicolas Meloche goals. The Sharks 
pulled it out 4-1. 

PERIOD ONE 

Five in: Dahlen on entry, Meier at wing, they’re covered, but Megna is 
sneaking up other lane unmarked. Does Dahlen see him too late? 

Six in: Good hustle by Gadjovich to win puck in corner on dump-in, leads 
to OZ face-off for San Jose Sharks. 

Gregor goal: Barabanov backcheck, Burns step-up turns over puck, Hertl 
and Barabanov gain entry, then Burns down low with the vision to find 
Gregor. 

Ten in: That’s an example of a better Gregor detail this year. Doesn’t 
skate full tilt into Capital defense, pauses to make right play. 

Four left: Great work by Couture and Meier below goal line, Meier finds 
Dahlen all alone, but the rookie can’t bury. 

Three left: Sharks have just survived second half of this period. Megna 
was caught, deer in headlights, by Wilson, behind net. Ugly. Ovechkin 
missed on a point-blank chance, he was looking to the sky. Reimer made 
saves too but Caps missed the net on a couple point-blank chances too. 

PERIOD TWO 

Two in: Gadjovich has had decent jump on pucks tonight. 

Meloche goal: Caps have a four-on-two, but too casual by Wilson, hard 
back-checking Meier makes life harder. Reimer stops ensuing shot. 
Eventually, Caps fall asleep and let Meloche walk down slot for his first 
NHL goal. 

Eight left: Reimer, then Meloche with a save. Meloche robs Leason. 
Reimer has had some luck, but his performance tonight has got to calm 
some nerves after his recent struggles. 

Couture hasn’t had the cleanest game, but he’s doing good junkyard 
work down low. Just led to the San Jose Sharks’ first power play tonight. 

This Sharks power play too casual: Reimer saved their bacon again. 
Wilson shortie chance. 

PERIOD THREE 

Right after NBC flashes San Jose Sharks’ 14-0-0 record leading after two 
periods, Sprong gets one off faceoff. Looks like Sharks will have to find 
another gogal in them? 

Then a Wilson post: The Caps are coming. Then another post from 
distance. That was Meier line getting cratered too. 

Four in: Ovechkin at point, someone challenge him. Sharks up by one, 
not by three. 

Meier seems to be taking extra-long shifts here — I think he has the 
green light. 

Nine in: To some degree, San Jose Sharks appear to have calmed things 
down a little here defensively. Ferraro stops centering pass right then 
and there, alert. 

Ten in: Good Sharks’ defensive 1-2-2 in neutral zone. Vlasic challenges 
Ovechkin in NZ. Meier helps out, grabs loose puck, hits Couture up 
middle. Couture fires a shot, Samsonov holds, but Sharks territory win. 

That’s a tough call: I thought it deflected out. Big save by Reimer on 
Ovechkin office one-timer. Then Nieto has a chance to finish game — but 
Samsonov stops him on break and follow-up. Then another Reimer stop 
on Ovy. Burns takes a smart beat with puck instead of immediate blast 
down ice. 

Fantastic Couture-Meier give-and-go. Meier beats Ovechkin to slot pass. 

Four left: What a one-on-one effort by Cogliano on Hagelin, chasing him 
up top. 

Dahlen goal: Meier looks so happy for Dahlen. Great job by rookie to use 
Bonino as screen. 
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Preview/Lines #43: Bonino Unloads About “Frustrating” Slump 

 

Published 12 hours ago on January 26, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

With the playoff race in the Pacific Division narrowing, the San Jose 
Sharks are counting on every point to maintain their wild card slot in the 
West. With the recent string of frustrating losses (Jan 20, 3-2 Seattle 
Kraken and Jan 22, 7-1 Tampa Bay Lightning), the Sharks are feeling the 
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brunt of their acute lack of offense, particularly where it concerns the 
Sharks’ depth and their second and third lines. 

And the Sharks’ road trip now is anything but easy, beginning with the 
Washington Capitals tonight, then followed by the Atlantic Division-
leading Florida Panthers on Jan 29, the Carolina Hurricanes on Jan 30, 
and then the Tampa Bay Lightning, again, on Feb 1. 

The Sharks’ blow-out loss to the Lightning was a test on how well the 
Sharks could measure up against the NHL’s top teams, but it wasn’t the 
moment of inspiration the team needed. “It’s a wake-up call for 
everybody that we need to step up,” said head coach Bob Boughner, 
ahead of the Sharks’ departure for Washington D.C. 

Boughner called out his third line’s performance recently. That’s been 
Nick Bonino centering Andrew Cogliano and Matt Nieto, though tonight, 
with Rudolfs Balcers’s return to the top-six, it’s Bonino between Nieto and 
Gregor. 

“Well, they haven’t been very good lately,” the bench boss said. “They 
got to get back to how they were playing. They’re really effective here a 
few weeks ago, and they’ve got to find that level again, because, you 
know, they’re so important to a team like ours. 

“I like that third line’s identity on the road, especially because I’m not 
afraid to use them in any situation.” 

Nick Bonino spoke candidly about his frustration with his own offensive 
game: “The offensive opportunities, the effective zone entries, and the 
puck management is (mostly) there, but the pucks in the back of the net 
aren’t, and it’s more than a matter of hot goaltending. 

“I think there’s obviously a little bit more compete, but to me, it’s us 
working smarter. And, as a line, this is just one of the most frustrating 
years I’ve ever had. I don’t think there are less chances for us 
offensively, I can count right now eight chances that against the Rangers, 
for instance, that just don’t go in.” 

When it comes to improving their line’s overall production, Bonino did 
have some perspective to share. 

“Obviously, we’d like to provide more offense for the team, me especially, 
I’m usually between 30 and 40 points a year, and the puck just won’t go 
in and I’m working the same I’ve always worked. I’m doing everything I 
do preparation-wise, it just hasn’t gone in,” he said. “So I think as a line, 
we need to just continue doing the right things. We’re in the right spots. 
Hopefully, we can get rewarded for a little bit more of this work.” 

The chances are encouraging, but a small mercy when offense as a 
whole is struggling. Bonino has five goals and two assists this season, 
with just a goal and two assists coming in his last 15 appearances. 

“We don’t play in the NHL for moral victories. I think it’s frustrating. You 
know, it’s frustrating to have seven points when you could have 20.” 

SAN JOSE SHARKS (21-19-2) 

Despite the Sharks’ likely to be juggling their lines, they shouldn’t stray 
too far from the lineup they utilized last game, although we’ll see how the 
Sharks line up ahead of puck drop. Here’s the projected lineup for 
tonight’s early evening game. 

The Washington Capitals were vying for the top position in the 
Metropolitan Division, although their last five games have seen the team 
win just two, and drop three. The Capitals are searching for a comeback, 
and the Sharks could be easy pickings. 

Per the Daily Faceoff, this is how the Capitals’ lines may stack up against 
the Sharks. 
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How Will Sharks Carry On Without Karlsson? 

 

Published 15 hours ago on January 26, 2022 

By Sheng Peng  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Life without Erik Karlsson starts (again) for the 
San Jose Sharks tonight. 

Yesterday, the Sharks announced that Karlsson would miss about the 
next two months because of forearm surgery. Karlsson was enjoying a 
renaissance season, with eight goals and 26 points in 33 games. 

“The things that Erik does, running the power play and [with our] 
possession game and our exits and breakouts and things like that,” San 
Jose Sharks head coach Bob Boughner said. “He’s a big part of our 
offense. It’s a hole, we got to fill it. Opportunity for other guys to step up. 
As a team, we got to come together.” 

Brent Burns will obviously be a big part of filling the hole. The Sharks’ 
most-used defenseman has actually piled up 12 points in nine games 
without Karlsson this year. San Jose actually has a 5-3-1 record sans 
EK65 this season. 

Boughner noted that Burns has flourished with “added responsibility, 
more ice time, and getting put in more offensive situations” without 
Karlsson this year. 

Burns has averaged 27:39 a game without Karlsson this season, a 
couple minutes more than his customary 25 minutes or so with Karlsson. 
Thomas Chabot, by the way, leads the NHL at 27:00 a night, so Burns 
basically becomes the most-used defenseman in the league in 
Karlsson’s absence. 

Will the 36-year-old continue to thrive without his partner in crime? The 
San Jose Sharks, still hanging on at the fringe of the Western wild card 
race, hope so. 

Another defenseman that the Sharks should turn to — though not tonight 
— is Ryan Merkley. After Burns and Karlsson, Merkley is San Jose’s 
most-gifted offensive defenseman. 

Boughner, however, wants more defensively out of the rookie: “What he 
brings on the offensive side is puck movement, everything is pretty solid. 

“But I think defensively, it’s just more urgency and more details. That 
comes with experience, that comes with playing, that comes with being in 
NHL practices. A healthy scratch sometimes is a part of the process.” 

That’s been a common refrain about the 5-foot-10 defenseman since the 
Sharks selected him in the first round of the 2018 Draft. 

Merkley had been quarterbacking the team’s second power play unit 
recently, but tonight, Mario Ferraro will take his spot up top. Nicolas 
Meloche will dress in Merkley’s place. 

“Ryan’s a young guy, he’s digging in on that second unit, trying to find his 
game. There’s been some really good spots, great spots to his game. 
Other nights, like a lot of young guys, there’s been some downs,” 
Boughner said. “I wasn’t crazy about his game in Tampa. He’s not the 
only one. But sometimes, it’s not a bad thing to sit back and watch a 
game.” 

Burns or Merkley, there’s no replacing the inimitable Karlsson. 

Andrew Cogliano drilled down on the details: “Everyone’s got to help out 
with it in the D-zone and breaking out the puck. That’s one thing we’ll 
miss with Erik. Sometimes, he’s a one-man breakout.” 

San Jose Sharks captain Logan Couture, on the other hand, took a big 
picture view: “It’s the same mentality we’ve had all year. It’s next man up. 
Guys got to do it by committee. 

“He’s a big part of our team. We’re gonna miss him.” 
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The Athletic / By the numbers: Projecting teams’ performances in the 
second half of the NHL season 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn Jan 27, 2022 

 

The halfway point of the 2021-22 season is here … kind of. Some teams 
have played as many as 44 games, others have only played 35. Playing 
sports despite an ever-present pandemic will have that effect on 
scheduling and while the discrepancy in games is odd, the results really 
haven’t been. The good teams have been good, the bad teams have 
been bad and the surprises have been few and far between. 

Every season has some sort of chaos baked into it and this season is no 
different in some respects, but for the most part, it’s mirroring what we 
saw last season as well: a lot of predictability. In hockey, the favourites 
generally win games 57-to-60 percent of the time, but last season that 
climbed all the way up to 62 percent. This season has seen even less 
randomness, with favourites winning a staggering 65 percent of the time. 

But just because things have been generally predictable so far doesn’t 
mean they will continue to be. That’s what this post is all about: figuring 
out what to expect in the season’s second half and how much a team’s 
performance should deviate from the first half. 

It’s an exercise I do every season — one that shows the benefit of using 
a model to forecast the future rather than relying on point pace, while 
also serving as a reminder there is still a wide range of possible 
outcomes for each team. Every forecast is a probability of potential 
outcomes, meaning “Team X projected for 92.2 points” is more like 
“Team X is projected for somewhere between 86-to-98 points.”  

The goal is to give a probability for each team to over- or underperform 
their current trajectory. This is what that looked like last season. 

It’s not perfect, but that’s an impossible goal. Add up all the probabilities 
at the time and you’d expect the model’s leans to be right 21 out of 30 
times. That’s exactly what ended up happening with the model being off 
by 4.3 points on average compared to each team’s point pace being 4.7 
points off.  

Understanding what direction a team should go is valuable knowledge to 
have, but it’s also important to understand that should does not mean 
will. With all that being said, here’s what should happen in the season’s 
second half, broken down by division. 

Data as of January 25 

Atlantic 

Florida 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.499 (15th) 

Home/Away: 24/19 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.473 (32nd) 

Home/Away: 17/22 

The Panthers are a wagon and currently sport the third-best points 
percentage in the league, which pairs well with their league-leading goal 
difference. Believing Florida will slow down in the second half is not a 
knock on the team, but more about the difficulty of maintaining a 120-
point pace. That’s tough no matter how good the team is and it takes a 
very special group to have that be the expectation. Perhaps Florida is 
indeed that special, but a 120-point season is something a team has to 
prove first. The current projection of 117 points is a shade higher than 
last season’s pace which feels fair given the talent assembled. Only 
Colorado is expected to have more points by season’s end. Florida 
benefits from the softest schedule from here on out, but that’s mitigated 
by a nasty home/road split. That’s something to keep an eye on down the 
stretch given the team’s struggles on the road this season. 

Tampa Bay 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.491 (25th) 

Home/Away: 21/22 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.499 (19th) 

Home/Away: 20/19 

The Lightning have not missed a beat this season despite losing their 
entire checking line in the offseason and stretches without their two best 
forwards. They’re the train that won’t stop and are currently on pace for 
around 116 points. That looks a touch too high where something closer 
to 113 is probably more likely. There’s nothing that inherently sticks out 
about their underlying stats being unsustainable, but they are getting 
some sequencing luck. Tampa Bay is fourth in points percentage right 
now, but ninth in goal-differential per game. That discrepancy is likely 
caused by an inflated record in one-goal games where Tampa Bay is 11-
0-5, making the Lightning one of two teams to not lose a game in 
regulation yet by one goal. That likely changes in the second half. 

Toronto 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.498 (17th) 

Home/Away: 20/19 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.479 (31st) 

Home/Away: 21/22 

Just like last season at the halfway point, the model expects the Leafs to 
essentially maintain the current pace they’re on. Perhaps 114 points is a 
little on the high side — Toronto’s one-goal game record is also a bit 
lucky — but a one-point difference is mostly splitting hairs. For two years 
now Toronto has been a consistently excellent regular-season team and 
that should continue in the second half against a very soft schedule. This 
is the record the Leafs deserve. Whether it manifests into anything more 
than regular-season excellence remains to be seen, however, and is all 
that really matters here. 

Boston 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.507 (11th) 

Home/Away: 23/17 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.492 (24th) 

Home/Away: 18/24 

The Bruins are right where they’re expected to be which is pretty 
interesting considering how unlucky they seem to be. With the finishing 
and goaltending talent available to them, the model doesn’t quite see it 
that way though. A 105-point team is exactly what they are and though 
the home/road splits aren’t kind down the stretch, an easier schedule 
should help. 

Detroit 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.488 (32nd) 

Home/Away: 23/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.529 (1st) 

Home/Away: 18/21 

The Red Wings are on a point-per-game pace this season which is a 
very welcome surprise for a team usually stuck in the league’s basement 
— but it’s a surprise that may not stick around in the second half. The 
model remains a bit skeptical of the team’s overall ability — especially 
the depth — given the lengthy track record as a basement dweller and 
that plays an important role here. Their record is propped up a bit by 
sequencing luck as they’re 9-6-1 in one-goal games, but 9-17 otherwise. 
The second record is far more indicative of where the team stands. 
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The biggest difference though will come from a massive shift in 
scheduling. In the first half, Detroit had three more home games than 
road and played the easiest schedule league-wide. In the second half 
that will flip to the most difficult. That will be tough to overcome and 
though the first half was a nice stepping stone towards a brighter future, 
the second half may still offer a reality check back towards where many 
expected the team to be. 

Ottawa 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.509 (8th) 

Home/Away: 16/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.487 (29th) 

Home/Away: 25/21 

The Senators should not be this bad, period. It’s amazing they are 
considering the rebuild was supposed to be over, and though there is 
very clear work to do with this roster, it’s one that should be closer to 75 
points, not 65. Last season Ottawa was on pace for 41 at the halfway 
mark and finished with 51 which helps show a similar improvement this 
season isn’t out of the cards this year. The easiest way to show Ottawa’s 
record has been influenced by poor luck is to look at the team’s goal 
differential. A minus-22 is bad, but it’s the same rate as Detroit’s — a 
team on pace for 82 points. The Flyers, whose points percentage closely 
mirrors Ottawa’s, has a goal difference that’s 20 goals worse. There 
should be a second-half market correction here, though that obviously 
gets harder without Drake Batherson, the team’s breakout star during the 
first half and arguably their best forward. 

Like Detroit, scheduling plays a big factor here as well, just for opposite 
reasons. The Senators will get four more home games down the stretch, 
plus a softer schedule that should lead to improvement in the second 
half. 

Montreal 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.509 (10th) 

Home/Away: 16/25 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.493 (23rd) 

Home/Away: 25/16 

Even the most cynical people did not expect Montreal to be this bad. 
Before the season started the Canadiens were projected to land around 
89 points, but halfway through the year they’re on pace for essentially 
half of that. Montreal’s season has been an absolute horror show and 
while it’s now very safe to say this is indeed an awful hockey club, it isn’t 
one that should be this bad. A sub-50 point season is difficult to 
accomplish from a weak roster alone. It takes a lot of bad luck too. 
Montreal has the worst expected goal differential in the league (minus-
37), but that’s still 28 goals better than what’s actually transpired in the 
first half which is astonishing. Anytime the difference is that large there’s 
a lot more to it than “the players are bad.” Injuries have played a big part, 
especially in net, but the team should have earned more wins by accident 
by now than they currently have. Their one-goal-game record is atrocious 
at 1-4-7 and that also plays a big part in their current record. Add a 
difficult first-half schedule where they played nine more road games and 
above-average opponents and you get a Canadiens team that is leagues 
worse than they actually should be. That’ll change in the second half. 

It’s for the best given this team is in desperate need of a true rebuild, but 
don’t be surprised if there’s a slight second-half surge that could lower 
the team’s draft lottery odds just a bit. The model gives Montreal a 99.8 
percent chance of having a stronger second half than its first half, though 
that obviously isn’t saying much. The bar is on the floor for this team. 

Buffalo 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.495 (22nd) 

Home/Away: 22/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.525 (2nd) 

Home/Away: 19/21 

It is extremely rare for the model to look at a team with a poor first-half 
record and say “no, this could be worse,” but Buffalo fits the bill. 
Interestingly, Buffalo’s true talent lies above a 64-point team which 
makes it strange that the Sabres are forecasted to finish the season 
much lower, but the reason for that is due to a difference in schedule 
strength. The Sabres have the second-toughest schedule in the second 
half. Buffalo has been reeling ever since it started the season a 
surprising 5-1-1, but the pain looks unlikely to end anytime soon. It 
should only get worse. 

Metropolitan 

Pittsburgh 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.490 (27th) 

Home/Away: 20/22 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.505 (10th) 

Home/Away: 21/19 

The Penguins refuse to go away quietly, looking like an elite team for the 
15th year in a row, or however long it’s been. There’s a pretty strong lean 
towards the team under-performing its pace the rest of the way which 
likely stems from a few players playing way above their pay grade. We 
expect Sidney Crosby to score at a 93-point pace because he’s always at 
that range and maybe Jake Guentzel too. But it’s hard to buy Bryan Rust 
(!) scoring at a 111-point pace this season, or Evan Rodrigues being 
suddenly elite, or any of the other depth contributors performing well 
above their norm. That’s not to say those players aren’t good, just that 
they’ll settle down and come back down to Earth at some point in the 
second half. Pittsburgh remains a frightening team, a true Cup contender 
once again, but 115 points is likely pushing it a little. 

Carolina 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.489 (29th) 

Home/Away: 19/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.502 (13th) 

Home/Away: 22/21 

It’s the same story as the one given to Florida, though much harsher as 
the model expects Carolina to fall 10 points off its pace compared to 
Florida’s two. Scheduling differences don’t explain all of that, it’s mostly 
just the model not liking Carolina nearly as much as it likes Florida. That 
might seem unfair given what the team has accomplished the last few 
seasons, but the model struggles with accounting for penalty-killing ability 
— apportioning much of the credit to goaltending. Given what Carolina 
did this offseason between the pipes, it’s taking a lot longer for the model 
to catch up accordingly.  

That likely discounts Carolina a fair bit, but still not enough to see the 
team hit 122 points this season. The Hurricanes have a lengthy track 
record of poor finishing ability so there’s some skepticism with the team 
suddenly scoring 0.12 goals above expected per 60 at five-on-five. Last 
year they were at minus-0.45. Frederik Andersen saving 19.8 goals 
above expected in just 28 games is also something that should regress. 

Carolina is an elite team — just maybe not this elite. 

Rangers 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.510 (7th) 

Home/Away: 18/25 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.499 (18th) 

Home/Away: 23/16 
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The Rangers, despite playing seven more road games and one of the 10 
toughest schedules, are on pace for 114 points. That’s something worth 
celebrating and should signify that the second half will be smooth sailing 
for the club – and yet, the Rangers are expected to see their pace drop 
by 10 points. Make it make sense! 

For starters, the team’s record is already a bit over-inflated. They rank 
sixth in points percentage, but 11th in goal differential. The 104-point 
projection puts them closer to that range as it’s good for ninth-best in the 
league.  

But the bigger reason is that the model believes the team’s goal 
differential itself is inflated too. The Rangers expected goal differential in 
all situations is minus-2, putting them 22 goals above where they should 
be and though that isn’t the largest difference in the league, it’s still a 
notable one. The team’s entire goal differential is built on special teams 
and at five-on-five the team is actually break-even with a minus-15 
expected rate. That’s not generally the sign of a true contender. 

What’s papering over a lot of the team’s issues is the incredible play of 
Igor Shesterkin. He’s a part of the team, a massive one at that, which 
can’t be discounted — it’s just difficult for any goalie to sustain this level 
of play. In 26 games, Shesterkin has saved 22 goals above expected, a 
rate of 0.86 per game. The highest rate since 2007-08 is 0.71 from 
Henrik Lundqvist in 2009-10 (who likely benefitted from some rink bias in 
shot distance recording).  

Goalies are incredibly volatile and it’s impossible to expect that rate to 
continue. Right now, the model expects Shesterkin to be closer to 0.36 
goals saved per game, which may seem low compared to his current 
numbers, but is actually the best of any goalie. With goalies it’s better to 
be safe than sorry and if the Rangers want to keep up their current pace, 
they’ll need more from the team in front of Shesterkin to help mitigate his 
eventual regression. 

Washington 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.488 (30th) 

Home/Away: 24/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.505 (9th) 

Home/Away: 17/21 

As is tradition, Washington is projected to finish with fewer points than it’s 
on pace for. At least this time it’s a smaller amount than usual. The 
model actually likes Washington significantly more this season than in 
past years as the team’s best players have been incredibly valuable 
while the depth remains strong. If the team scoops up a capable goalie at 
the deadline they might really have something here. Before that, though, 
they’ll be facing a much tougher schedule than they did in the first half 
and that’s a contributing factor to the lower projection. 

Islanders 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.488 (31st) 

Home/Away: 18/17 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.501 (17th) 

Home/Away: 23/24 

Well, well, well — look how the tables have turned. Now it’s the model 
saying “the Islanders should regress and better in the second half” rather 
than the other way around. That’s called growth. 

New York’s start to the season has been pitiful, but deep down there’s 
still the team that went to back-to-back conference finals. They should be 
a lot better than this — they have the fourth-worst record in one-goal 
games — but that still makes the playoffs extremely unlikely. The gap is 
far too massive at this point to even make things interesting. It’s not just 
the Islanders need to be much better, they need a collapse from a team 
above too. That looks unlikely at this point. 

Columbus 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.496 (20th) 

Home/Away: 21/19 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.510 (6th) 

Home/Away: 20/22 

The Blue Jackets had a nice start to the season, but reality has kicked in 
and now they’re back to where they should’ve been all along. The model 
still doesn’t think the current pace is low enough though as the team’s 
roster looks a lot thinner than the record it has earned. 

New Jersey 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.495 (21st) 

Home/Away: 23/18 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.517 (3rd) 

Home/Away: 18/23 

Ahh, the Devils. The perennial offseason champions once again find 
themselves at the bottom of the standings. Nature is healing. 

New Jersey, even with a tough home/road split and schedule strength, 
should have a stronger second half, mostly because its first half 
should’ve never been this poor. Injuries have really hurt them (you can 
count the games they’ve played with their core on one hand) and 
goaltending has sunk them. The Devils have allowed 23 goals above 
expected this season, the third-worst mark in the league behind Seattle 
and Arizona. It’s difficult to win under those circumstances. Not having to 
play so many games with a third- or fourth-string goalie would help, but 
MacKenzie Blackwood needed to be better too — though his health 
obviously plays a role there too. 

Philadelphia 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.506 (12th) 

Home/Away: 20/23 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.504 (11th) 

Home/Away: 21/18 

I remember many Flyers fans being skeptical that this model didn’t view 
them as playoff calibre. Apparently, even having them in the conversation 
was giving the team too much credit. Philadelphia is currently mired in a 
13-game losing streak, a franchise record and second losing streak 
above 10 games this season. That’s hard to accomplish in just half a 
season, but the Flyers always find a way. 

Philadelphia is not a good team, that’s evident by its bottom five 
expected goals rate — but the collection of talent on the roster should’ve 
never put together a bottom-five expected goals team. Even without 
Ryan Ellis for much of the year and Sean Couturier for an extended 
portion, a 65-point pace seemed impossible for this group. They should 
be better going forward on the basis of the talent available, but if 
Couturier and Ellis are out for the year and Claude Giroux gets traded at 
the deadline, there might not be much room to go higher after all. 

Central 

Colorado 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.489 (28th) 

Home/Away: 22/19 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.497 (20th) 

Home/Away: 19/22 

Colorado feels almost unstoppable of late. After a slow start the 
Avalanche have figured things out and gone 24-3-2 over their last 29 
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games, looking like a buzzsaw on a nightly basis. This is the most potent 
offensive team we’ve seen in decades and as a result the model is 
completely enamoured by them. No team has ever had a higher 
expected win percentage than Colorado — but 125 points is monstrously 
high. If any team can do it, it’s this one. But it’s something they have to 
prove, not something we can just expect. 

Minnesota 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.497 (19th) 

Home/Away: 18/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.502 (14th) 

Home/Away: 23/21 

The Wild are proving last season was no fluke, but it’s difficult to expect 
the team to finish with such a high point total considering how fortunate 
the team has been. At five-on-five Minnesota has 3.27 goals off just 2.43 
expected goals and leads the league with a 10.1 shooting percentage. 
Only one team has ever been above 10 percent over a full season and 
that was Washington in 2009-10. The Wild are good, but they’re not that 
good. 

Having said that, it’s interesting to note that there have been four 
shortened seasons where a team was above 10 percent and one of them 
was … last year’s Wild. That means the Wild have played 84 games of 
hockey with a shooting percentage north of 10 percent — and perhaps 
they deserve a bit more credit for their finishing ability. Like the Rangers 
with Shesterkin though, there’s a difference between acknowledging that 
a team is worthy of being first in a category while also recognizing that it 
perhaps shouldn’t be to this degree. 

St. Louis 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.492 (23rd) 

Home/Away: 22/20 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.481 (30th) 

Home/Away: 19/21 

There’s just one team in the top 10 in goal differential that has a negative 
expected goal differential. Any guesses which team that might be? That’s 
right, it’s this one, and it’s what’s led to some major model skepticism 
over the Blues — much to the dismay of Blues fans. The Blues’ goal 
differential is 36 goals above expected, the largest discrepancy in the 
league. 

Expected goals aren’t everything, but they can be telling. In this case, it’s 
saying that there are a lot of problems under the surface that’s currently 
being masked by strong finishing and goaltending. PDO can often be 
misused — not every team’s true talent regresses to 100 — but being 
first in the league at the halfway point of the season should usually 
trigger alarm bells. In all situations, St. Louis’s PDO is 102.8, the highest 
in the league. That will come down. 

Not to 100, this is a talented team that can sustain play above that, but 
the current rate is too high. There are a number of players shooting 
above career norms, and also the surprising Ville Husso who has saved 
15.6 goals above expected in just 13 games. That’s third-best in the 
league despite playing less than half as many games as anyone in the 
top 16. 

If Husso is the real deal, the Blues are in a good place, but the real deal 
will still mean this current level is unsustainable. No goalie holds on to a 
.943 save percentage forever. That regression can be mitigated by 
Jordan Binnington regressing the other way, but it still ignores that St. 
Louis is winning a lot of games that it has been outplayed in.  

The capacity to win the scoring chance battle is there somewhere, it was 
readily apparent en route to the franchise’s first Stanley Cup, but it’s 
been missing in each of the past two seasons. If the Blues can flip that 
switch, they can be an elite team worth fearing and worthy of its current 

point pace. Right now, they’re living and dying off percentages, and that’s 
a dangerous game that generally doesn’t end well. 

Nashville 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.492 (24th) 

Home/Away: 20/24 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.517 (4th) 

Home/Away: 21/17 

The Predators have a similar issue to the Blues and thus a similar 
expectation to see their point pace drop closer to 101 points. The 
Predators have a plus-18 goal differential, but are also in the negatives 
by expected goals. 

The issue here is flipped though. With the Blues, it’s easier to believe in 
the finishing while being skeptical of the goaltending. With the Predators, 
it’s easier to believe in the goaltending, while being skeptical of the 
finishing. Juuse Saros is one of the league’s best goalies, so it’s only 
natural that the Predators save more goals than expected — but the 
offence is a little suspect. Look no further than a power play that’s 
scoring 9.6 goals-per-60 after scoring six last season and averaging 5.4 
over the past three seasons. The Predators are getting more chances 
and perhaps have concocted a better scheme to get the most out the 
talent available, but they’re also scoring on 16.4 percent of their shots 
with the man advantage. That’s five percentage points higher than where 
they usually land. 

Maybe that’s a real change and reason to believe in Nashville as a dark 
horse (the Predators finally fixed their power play!) but years of evidence 
to the contrary suggests approaching that with caution. 

Dallas 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.491 (26th) 

Home/Away: 19/21 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.504 (12th) 

Home/Away: 22/20 

The Stars are a predictable hockey team in how unpredictably they get to 
where they should be. This team is pure chaos, but in the end it should 
end with a team that lands just below 95 points. That sounds about right 
for this team, but it’s maddening how they can look so much better or so 
much worse along the way. 

Winnipeg 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.504 (13th) 

Home/Away: 18/21 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.502 (15th) 

Home/Away: 23/20 

Winnipeg, this is what life looks like when Connor Hellebuyck isn’t the 
best goalie in the league. Pain. The model expects Hellebuyck to regress 
back towards his usually spectacular level of play, but even that may not 
be enough for a playoff push unless he gets really hot. The team in front, 
as has been evident for years, is just not good enough. 

Chicago 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.502 (14th) 

Home/Away: 19/24 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.493 (22nd) 

Home/Away: 22/17 

There was a lot of talk before the season started about Chicago maybe 
being a playoff team again. That talk obviously ended quickly, but the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 27, 2022 

 

Blackhawks should still be better than this. After allowing 7.3 goals above 
expected in his first eight starts, Marc-Andre Fleury has climbed out of 
the hole and is positive for the season — looking much closer to the 
goalie the Blackhawks thought they were acquiring. That start did a lot of 
damage, but the team as a whole has looked much better under new 
coach Derek King. While it won’t be enough for a playoff spot, an ascent 
back towards a slightly more respectable point total looks very likely. Five 
more home games down the stretch will help with that. 

Arizona 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.519 (1st) 

Home/Away: 19/22 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.508 (8th) 

Home/Away: 22/19 

Even the league’s worst teams aren’t ever that bad. Oftentimes, luck 
plays a big role and we’ve seen that play out often in January with 
Arizona. Same terrible hockey club, but a slightly more respectable 
record once they stopped getting sewered by bounces every game. Now, 
this team is bad enough that the bounces won’t be in their favour on most 
nights, but even as the projected worst team in the league they should 
still finish with more than 50 points on the season. Since losing 11 
straight games to start the season the Coyotes are 10-17-3. Still awful, 
but a more manageable 63-point pace. That’s probably closer to what 
they really are. 

Pacific  

Vegas 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.511 (6th) 

Home/Away: 25/18 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.487 (27th) 

Home/Away: 16/23 

The good news: Vegas’s schedule gets a lot easier in the second half. 

The bad news: Vegas is going to be on the road a lot in the second half.  

The seven extra home games so far is among the highest marks in the 
league, and that’s a big thing to consider with Vegas considering their 
historic dominance at home (even if they’ve struggled there this season). 

Despite that, Vegas should still finish with a stronger record than it’s 
currently on pace for. Better health is on the way with Max Pacioretty, 
Jack Eichel and Alec Martinez all close to returning. The Golden Knights 
will obviously have to maneuver the salary cap once that happens, but 
the juice will be worth the squeeze. Once healthy, this should be a 
dominant team — one that surpasses its current pace. Vegas was 
viewed as one of the league’s very best teams before the season started 
and that team hasn’t gone away, it just hasn’t had much of a chance to 
show itself fully formed. Watch out when it does. 

Calgary 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.512 (3rd) 

Home/Away: 14/24 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.488 (26th) 

Home/Away: 27/17 

There are a lot of reasons to expect a strong second-half surge from the 
Flames and it starts with their schedule. No team had a worse home/road 
split than Calgary in the first half with the Flames playing 10 (!) fewer 
home games to start the season. That should add a major boost going 
forward … once they figure out that home ice is indeed an advantage. On 
top of that, the Flames go from facing the third-hardest schedule to the 
seventh-easiest. Those two things combined could help Calgary threaten 
for the division crown, not to mention maybe some better sequencing 

luck. The Flames have the sixth-worst win percentage in one-goal games 
which has led to a record that doesn’t match their goal differential. 

All that should point to a much sharper second-half increase, but the 
model only sees it as a modest one. That’s partly due to some reserved 
skepticism that Calgary is this good given the team’s performance over 
the last two seasons. Personally, I’m a little more bullish as the team has 
been a real threat since Darryl Sutter arrived, though right now a lot of 
that is being powered by the team’s incredible top line. Stronger depth 
contributions would definitely help the team’s standing within the model. 

Edmonton 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.497 (18th) 

Home/Away: 19/19 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.502 (16th) 

Home/Away: 22/22 

The Oilers started the season on a red-hot pace that looked way above 
their weight class. Since then it’s been the complete opposite as they’ve 
gone ice col, punching way below their ability. The real answer is 
somewhere in the middle — an average team. There’s nothing inherently 
wrong with that, you’d just expect so much more from a team with two of 
the league’s best players. 

The Oilers have been playing much more inspired hockey of late and 
simply haven’t had much luck on their side. Tuesday’s game where they 
were almost completely shut down by Spencer Martin is a microcosm of 
that and in the New Year the team has a strong 54 percent expected 
goals rate, but just 46 percent of the actual goals. That should normalize, 
especially when Connor McDavid’s luck begins to turn. His five-on-five 
on-ice shooting percentage remains painfully low. 

If the team can maintain their recent run of strong possession, a second-
half surge feels very likely — but they still need a lot more from their 
depth contributions. 

Los Angeles 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.517 (2nd) 

Home/Away: 25/18 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.487 (28th) 

Home/Away: 16/23 

While everyone has been looking at Edmonton and Vancouver fighting 
for a spot, or the surprising Ducks, it seems the Kings have been getting 
overlooked a fair bit. Los Angeles is the team that’s actually in the 
driver’s seat based on its current point pace, narrowly edging out the 
Oilers and Ducks. 

It’s going to be a dog fight, but the model has really come around on the 
Kings thanks to resurgent seasons from Drew Doughty and Jonathan 
Quick, plus key offseason additions, Viktor Arvidsson and Philipp 
Danault, being even better than expected. The Kings look ready to steal 
a playoff spot and have been playing some really inspiring hockey of late, 
earning the third-best expected goal rate in the league during the New 
Year at 57.5 percent.  

They’re legit, and though their home/road splits look really tough down 
the stretch, that’s offset slightly by a huge shift in schedule strength going 
from second-toughest to fifth-easiest. 

Anaheim 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.511 (5th) 

Home/Away: 24/21 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.492 (25th) 

Home/Away: 17/20 
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Not a single soul saw this coming from Anaheim, but like the Kings, it’s 
clear the Ducks have arrived and are ready to compete. Resurgent 
seasons from veterans plus emergent seasons from Anaheim’s flock of 
kids has led the charge, but the difference between Anaheim and Los 
Angeles is the underlying process. The Kings outchance opponents while 
the Ducks do not. That’s a red flag that suggests Anaheim will likely be 
the one on the downswing in the second half on the outside looking in. 

The one big thing to look out for is Anaheim’s power-play efficiency. Last 
season the Ducks scored a putrid 2.97 goals-per-60 on the power play 
off 6.56 expected goals. This year, they’re actually taking fewer chances, 
but the scoring rate has ballooned to 8.43 goals-per-60. That’s the 11th 
best mark in the league, but don’t expect it to last as it’s driven by a 
league-best 18.2 shooting percentage. Once that slips, it’ll be difficult for 
Anaheim to maintain this pace. 

Vancouver 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.512 (4th) 

Home/Away: 19/23 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.495 (21st) 

Home/Away: 22/18 

Four more away games to start, the fourth most difficult schedule and a 
stuck regime. Those were all the things miring the Canucks in the first 
half, but all that should change in the second half with more home 
games, an easier schedule and, of course, Bruce Boudreau as head 
coach. 

Vancouver’s team strength has risen at a steady rate since Boudreau’s 
hiring and the model sees a team that’s relatively close to average — 
one that should easily outperform their current pace of just 82 points. 
Whether that’s enough to make the playoffs will be tough as there’s a 
serious log jam in front of a team that dug a massive early hole, but it’s 
enough to be better. That could end up being a very promising sign for 
the future, even if the end result ends up being a bit out of reach by 
season’s end. 

San Jose 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.499 (16th) 

Home/Away: 22/21 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.516 (5th) 

Home/Away: 19/20 

Well, it was a nice run while it lasted. The Sharks hung around admirably 
in the playoff race and are still technically there, but it feels unlikely the 
team can continue over-achieving to this degree. That’s especially true 
when one of their primary over-achievers, Erik Karlsson, will be sidelined 
for a significant stretch of time. 

The Sharks look a lot better than they were given credit for at the start of 
the season, but it’s difficult to imagine some of their players keeping their 
current pace. I mean, Timo Meier is playing MVP-level hockey, but that’ll 
be something that’s very difficult to sustain over a whole season. If he 
falters, there just isn’t enough depth behind him to shoulder the load. The 
goaltending also just doesn’t look capable enough to keep the team in 
the hunt and a very tough schedule down the stretch will only make 
things harder. 

Seattle 

1st Half Schedule Strength: 0.509 (9th) 

Home/Away: 25/17 

2nd Half Schedule Strength: 0.510 (7th) 

Home/Away: 16/24 

Seattle had massively high expectations going into the season relative to 
prior expansion teams. The Vegas effect was real, but it was also that 
player-based models are much more sophisticated than what was 
available around the time of Vegas’s draft — and they all agreed that this 
should be a good team. 

What those didn’t know was who the coach would be and it’s become 
clear that Dave Hakstol has not been able to get the most out of this 
roster. Almost everyone is under-performing relative to what they showed 
last season in what on most nights looks like an uninspiring system. 
Some might suggest it’s players playing in higher roles than they’re used 
to, but that’s not the case for the majority of the roster where the best 
players have prior experience playing tougher minutes. That contributes 
to an expected goal differential of minus-11, the 23rd-worst mark in the 
league. 

That’s already a miss — most models expected that number to be closer 
to average — but the bigger whiff comes in the name of goaltending. 
Philipp Grubauer and Chris Driedger were supposed to be a high-level 
tandem and they’ve simply been anything but and that’s been the biggest 
difference-maker for this season. The Kraken have been expected to 
allow 118 goals, but have actually allowed 151, a 33-goal difference 
that’s already the 29th worst since 2007-08. On a per-game basis, it 
ranks as the third worst behind the 2020-21 Flyers and the 2007-08 
Lightning.  

It’s historically bad. Think of how good Shesterkin has been this season; 
Seattle basically has the opposite of that, and it’s why there’s such a high 
chance of the team finishing the season much higher than their current 
point pace of 59 points. Grubauer and Dreidger have been awful this 
season, but going forward it’s not a performance you’d expect to be 
repeated. The model, and every model was wrong about Seattle and that 
likely inflates the certainty that the team will be better in the second half. 
But with the problem largely coming down to goaltending, it would be 
extremely difficult to have a second half as bad as the first. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Hockey Canada’s Scott Salmond on building a 
non-NHL Olympic team: ‘We needed to be prepared either way’ 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Jan 26, 2022 12  

 

For 18 months, Hockey Canada senior vice president of hockey 
operations Scott Salmond was on each management call led by Doug 
Armstrong, eyeing a star-studded Team Canada roster led by Sidney 
Crosby and Connor McDavid. 

And until early last month, that seemed like the most logical outcome, 
that best-on-best hockey was back at the Olympics. 

But you never say never in the pandemic world we still live in, so way 
before it was obvious the NHL was pulling out last month, Salmond and 
the Hockey Canada brain trust also made sure to get going on Plan B. 

Which proved to be a wise move. There was no last-minute, panic roster-
making going on this month. They had done their due diligence. 

“We made a decision early, we made a decision in September that we 
needed to be prepared either way,’’ Salmond said Tuesday night over the 
phone from Davos, Switzerland, site of Canada’s eight-day training 
camp. 

“We needed someone to be paying attention to what the options could 
look like (with no NHL participation) and who those players could be. To 
be honest, at that time (in September), we thought it was still a long shot 
the NHL won’t go — we were certainly convinced that they would — but 
still thought ‘we better do our due diligence here.’’’ 
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And so Hockey Canada brought in a familiar face in Blair Mackasey, a 
longtime Hockey Canada scout. 

“We reached out quietly to Blair who has a history with Hockey Canada 
and is well-respected in the scouting fraternity,’’ Salmond said. 

“We hired Blair as a director of player personnel with the understanding 
that we would put a team together for the Channel One Cup (in Moscow) 
and I did some work with our Russian counterparts to get us into that 
event. They were gracious in giving us a spot.’’ 

Which turned out to be significant because the Spengler Cup tournament 
would end up getting cancelled because of COVID-19. So, the Channel 
One Cup at least provided a look at some players that would end up 
being selected for the men’s Olympic team. 

Hockey Canada also reached out to Shane Doan early on and asked him 
to come on board management-wise for both the Channel One Cup and 
Spengler Cup with the understanding that if the NHL doesn’t go to 
Beijing, Doan would be the GM of the Olympic team. 

Even as those things were happening back in the fall, it felt very much 
like a Plan B that probably wouldn’t be needed for Beijing. 

“It still felt like a long shot at best back then, but we figured let’s spend 
the time and spend the money and make sure if it ever happens that 
we’re prepared,’’ Salmond said. 

But once Omicron started hammering the world in December, and NHL 
games started getting cancelled left and right by mid-December (starting 
with the Calgary Flames outbreak), it became obvious the Plan B men’s 
Olympic team was going into full gear. 

And luckily Hockey Canada was ready. 

“When we decided to double down on it, we had some staff at Hockey 
Canada that (were) committed to the Olympic Games and also were 
going to work with us on world juniors, and that was Tyler Dietrich, 
Chelsea Stewart and Jacob Dube,’’ Salmond said. “And we made a 
decision early in December that we needed that group to just focus on 
the Olympic Games whether it’s NHL players or not. And so we made a 
shift there.’’ 

In the meantime, Salmond was still doing double duty — participating in 
the NHL management group led by Armstrong, which met in early 
December in Florida to further work on that Olympic roster, while keeping 
an eye on the Channel One Cup roster, which would feature some 
players they needed to look at for the non-NHL Olympic roster. 

Even after the NHL made it official that they’d pulled out of the Olympics, 
some Canadian NHL stars reached out to Salmond after the fact to make 
sure there wasn’t anything they could still do to play in Beijing — which 
speaks to their passion and their disappointment. But there was nothing 
Salmond could do for them, despite how he felt for them. 

“Some of them wondered perhaps what their options were,’’ Salmond 
said. “But it was a simple discussion. There was an agreement between 
the IOC, IIHF and NHL (on) whether they were going or not. There was 
no grey area … you have to be respectful of the agreement that was in 
place.’’ 

In the end, the 25-man roster announced Tuesday features Canadian 
players from seven different leagues around the world and eight different 
countries. A lot of work went into that. 

You’ve got longtime NHLer Eric Staal at one end of the roster — he’ll be 
the captain, no doubt, and he hopes to use this tournament to get one 
last crack at the NHL afterward. At the other end of the spectrum, young 
stars Owen Power and Mason McTavish, and in between, European-
based pros and former NHL names such as Daniel Winnik, David 
Desharnais and Jordan Weal. 

That it’s not McDavid and Crosby and company is obviously 
disappointing to many Canadian hockey fans. 

But there are some good stories on this Canadian roster. 

“Well there’s great opportunity,’’ Salmond said. “When one door closes, 
another door opens. We talked about that here today with the players 
and our staff. … There’s this real feeling of what an opportunity it is. It’s 
still the same jersey with different names on the back. 

“It sounds corny, but the emotional well that Canadians will dig into to get 
behind a team and support the passion these guys will play with — it’s 
real similar, it’s just different people.’’ 

Different people, with the same expectations. 

“It’s hockey, it’s Canada, and it’s the Olympics,’’ Salmond said. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.27.2022 

1197996 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Swedish stars wrote Canucks history. As GM, Allvin will 
pen the next chapter 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetJanuary 26, 2022, 9:13 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – The first time Patrik Allvin came to Vancouver, he was 
visiting his friend, Johan Hedberg, who was the Canucks’ backup goalie 
for most of the 2003-04 season. 

A European scout with the Montreal Canadiens at the time, Allvin had 
grown up with Hedberg in Sweden, in Leksand, and became the 
godfather to the National Hockey League player’s children. On one of his 
visits to the rink with Hedberg, Allvin ran into a couple of young brothers 
from Sweden, Canucks Henrik and Daniel Sedin. 

He also knew through scouting circles Thomas Gradin and Lars 
Lindgren, Vancouver scouts who had helped establish the pipeline for 
Swedish players getting to the NHL when they joined the Canucks in the 
1970s. 

Years passed and a lot happened to everyone before Allvin and the 
Sedins got to know each other last week over lunch in Vancouver, after 
Allvin had interviewed with Canucks president Jim Rutherford for the 
general manager position. The Sedins work in hockey operations as 
special advisors. 

Inside Rogers Arena, Allvin would have been able to see the Sedins’ 
retired numbers, 22 and 33, and names hanging on banners from the 
ceiling, not far from the No. 19 of another Swede, Markus Naslund. In the 
Ring of Honour below them are the names and faces of Gradin and 
defenceman Mattias Ohlund. 

But none of these Swedes, not even the iconic Sedins, conveyed to 
Allvin the magnitude of what he was about to do. 

“Yesterday I was speaking to Billy Guerin, my good friend,” Allvin told 
Sportsnet on Wednesday, referring to the Minnesota Wild general 
manager. “He was like: ‘This is amazing. Like, think about it: You're going 
to be the first Swedish-born general manager of an NHL team.’ 

“I reflected on that, and obviously I'm proud to accomplish that. But I got 
a question if this was the biggest day of my hockey career. And to be 
honest, winning the Stanley Cup, that's what matters for me. Yes, this is 
a big day for me and my family and hockey in Sweden. That's great. (But) 
I think it would be even bigger for me to win again.” 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Canucks game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 
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Allvin, 47, was named general manager of the Canucks by Rutherford, 
his old mentor with whom Allvin won two of his three Stanley Cups. And 
although Allvin is the first Swedish GM in NHL history, hiring him seems 
natural for a Canucks organization that has been a North American 
stronghold for Swedish players almost continuously for nearly five 
decades. 

The hire also perfectly fits Rutherford’s vision, his fascinating experiment, 
to build a kind of hockey-operations Camelot by bringing together smart 
people whose journeys through hockey have been varied enough to 
guarantee differing opinions and perhaps some new ideas. 

Chosen by Rutherford from the five finalists brought to Vancouver for in-
person interviews – Scott Mellanby, Sean Burke, Mathieu Darche and 
Canucks assistant GM Derek Clancy were the others – Allvin will join the 
team in Winnipeg for the start of Vancouver’s four-game road trip 
Thursday against the Jets. 

This was something the undrafted Swede never envisioned when he 
moved to North America at age 20 to try to build a playing career from 
the lower tiers of North American professional hockey. 

Allvin was a tough defenceman. He had to be. 

“It was hard to be a European down in the minors back then,” he said. “I 
remember that for sure. 

“Growing up there in the town of Leksand, we all dreamed about 
becoming NHL players. I wasn't good enough to get drafted, but I still 
wanted to give it a try. And I learned a lot, you know, being young. Being 
in that environment, living in a different country and teaching myself to 
learn how to compete and learn how to deal with a different culture, I 
thought it was a great experience.” 

Allvin’s ECHL roommate with the old Nashville Knights was a long-haired 
kid from Ponoka, Alta., named Harry York. 

“I think we were in Mobile, Alabama one night and Harry got a call to go 
up to St. Louis' (AHL) farm team,” Allvin recalled. “I told him that I didn't 
want to see him anymore, and he ended up working his way up to NHL.” 

Hour 1 - Canucks GM Patrik Allvin on his immediate and long-term vision 
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The same age as Allvin and also undrafted, York played 244 games in 
the NHL, the last 103 of them for the Canucks at the end of the last 
century. Allvin never got close, and retired as a player in 2002 after 
spending his final five seasons in Sweden. 

He got a part-time scouting job with the Canadiens that year, then 
became a full-time European scout for the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2006. 
Over 16 years, he graduated to head European scout, then director of 
amateur scouting and in 2020 was named an assistant GM by 
Rutherford, who had joined the Penguins as general manager in 2014. 

Allvin was briefly the Penguins’ interim GM when Rutherford abruptly re-
signed in Pittsburgh one year ago on Thursday. The Canucks hired him 
on Dec. 9, four days after general manager Jim Benning was dismissed. 

“I don't want it to sound like Patrik got the job because he was the guy 
that I knew the best,” Rutherford told Sportsnet. “Certainly the other 
candidates were very capable people and I could have worked with them 
also. 

“All the interviews were very good -- very, very good. All five candidate. 
But Patrik did stand out. He's a very smart guy, he knows players, he 
knows how to evaluate players. He knows how to find players. He's well 
connected in Europe. He has a lot of good things going for him and, like I 
said, we already have the working relationship. We know how that's 
going to go.” 

Allvin said several times during his Zoom press conference that he’d like 
to find more free agents out of Europe and U.S. college hockey. He 
wants to draft NHL players beyond the first round, build organizational 
depth and turn the Canucks’ minor-league team in Abbotsford into a 
factory for NHLers. 

“One year in Pittsburgh, I think we ended up with five or six players that 
started the season in Wilkes-Barre (in the American Hockey League) and 
they ended up with their names on the Stanley Cup,” Allvin said. 

Remaining Time -1:06 

What skills GM Allvin brings to Canucks from his scouting role 

Rutherford said he was a little surprised it took so long for there to be a 
Swedish GM in the NHL. 

“There's been a lot of good hockey people around the world,” he said. 
“But they're a little bit removed from North America where the NHL plays, 
and sometimes they've gotten overlooked in the past. But now we're 
starting to go in that direction. You've got Jarmo (Kekalainen, a Finn) in 
Columbus, who's done a good job, and now we've got Patrik here in 
Vancouver. You'll probably see a little more of that in the future.” 

Allvin didn’t move to North America until 2018 when his kids, he said, 
“didn’t speak a word of English.” 

But Agnes, 15, and Adam, 13, are now so happy and settled in school 
that they’re going to stay in Pittsburgh with their mother, Marie, for the 
rest of this season. 

Allvin believes he first became aware of the Canucks when Per-Olov 
Brasar, who is from near his home town, played for the Canucks at the 
start of the 1980s. 

The current Vancouver roster includes Swedish players Elias Pettersson, 
Nils Hoglander and Oliver Ekman-Larsson. 

“I remember meeting a 17-year-old, tiny kid for lunch in Sundsvall, 
Sweden,” Allvin said, referring to Pettersson and his draft year in 2017. “I 
think he had schnitzel and was going to buy a draft suit after. 

“Obviously, he's a high-talented player. I still think there's a lot of room for 
him to grow, and I'm pretty sure that he has even more potential to 
become a better player, a better leader. . . with more maturity and 
guidance here in the next couple of years.” 

It was remarkable that Allvin could remember what Pettersson ate for 
lunch five years ago. 

He should be able to tell us, then, what the Sedins ordered last week. 

“They’re in such great shape,” Allvin said. “I think it was salads.” 

Right again, Henrik confirmed. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With a mix of old, new and borrowed tricks, the Flames 
make franchise history 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisJanuary 27, 2022, 12:19 AM 

 

Something old, something new, something borrowed and something Blue 
Jackets fans will want to move on from as soon as possible. 

Flames fans won’t soon forget the record-setting outing from a resurgent 
Calgary squad that fired a franchise-record 62 shots on goal as part of a 
6-0 trouncing of Columbus Wednesday. The total also made them the 
first team to fire that many pucks at the net in a regulation game since 
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the Chicago Blackhawks on March 12, 1989 against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

It marked the second-straight slaughter by the Flames, who have 
outscored their last two opponents 13-1 while outshooting them 110-44. 

Much like their 7-1 win over St. Louis two nights earlier, the Flames had 
12 different players find the scoresheet, with all but one player -- Adam 
Ruzicka -- recording at least one shot on Elvis Merzlikins. 

“It doesn’t happen very often, but I’m going to bet there was a lot of high 
quality (chances) in that tonight,” said Darryl Sutter, whose club had an 
incredible 34 scoring chances, including 15 of the high danger variety. 

“After the second period we had three different lines score, which is 
critical for this team to win hockey games. You can get by once in a while 
with special teams, or one line, but we need something out of everybody, 
and tonight was a little more complete in that.” 

Flames on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream every Flames game this season with new pricing options! SN 
NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you 
want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Nine different players had at least four shots on goal, in a game that 
remained just 1-0 until late in the second period when the Flames scored 
two late goals after outshooting the hosts 39-17 after two. 

“I think the first period we had a really good start -- we dictated how we 
wanted to play,” said Sutter, whose club eclipsed the previous club 
record of 59 shots set by Flames teams from 1977 and 1991. “In the 
second period we had a lengthy 5-on-3 in which we didn’t score, but the 
players didn’t get beat up about it, they stayed the course.” 

Sure did. 

Here’s how they did it: 

SOMETHING (SAME) OLD 

The top line was at it again, dominating from the opening shift. 

One game after racking up ten points against St. Louis the lads took their 
show on the road with a six-point outing that included three assists from 
Johnny Gaudreau, two goals from Matthew Tkachuk and a goal by Elias 
Lindholm. 

Gaudreau and Tkachuk each have 22 points in their last 11 games (yes, 
44 points combined) and Lindholm became the fourth player from his 
2013 draft class to notch his 400th NHL point, (behind Nathan 
MacKinnon, Aleksander Barkov and Sean Monahan). 

“They scored some highlight goals for sure,” said Sutter, who marvelled 
at the setups Gaudreau made on three of the team’s last four goals. 
“Johnny was in full control of the puck, Matthew was going to the net. 
That’s a big goal he scored at the end of the second and that’s a slick 
play.” 

Remaining Time -0:56 

Gaudreau dances through Blue Jackets' defence to assist Lindholm goal 

Tkachuk has goals in five of his last six outings, as one of the league’s 
hottest players. 

SOMETHING NEW 

Mikael Backlund opened the scoring with his first goal in 19 outings, 
Andrew Mangiapane made it 2-0 with his first in nine games and Erik 
Gudbranson scored late for his first goal in 60 games. 

Depth scoring is what this team craves, and got it in spades Wednesday 
with three players getting off the snide. 

Asked if he remembered his last goal, Gudbranson chuckled. 

“Ya, I scored against Calgary when I was playing for Ottawa,” beamed 
the rugged defenceman. “I have so few of them that, ya, I do remember, 
believe it or not. Nice to score. Of course, it’s not my job, but if you can 
chip in that way then it’s always nice.” 

Mangiapane’s 19th of the season gave the sixth-round revelation his 
100th NHL point. 

“Starting where I came from, up and down roller coaster my whole life in 
the OHL and the AHL and now kind of making it to the NHL and being 
able to help the team win and produce, it will be nice,” he said of the 
milestone before the game. 

Hockey Day in Canada 

Hockey Day in Canada connects hockey with the community and 
empowers hockey’s next generation. Host Ron MacLean and the 
Sportsnet team, along with Scotiabank, celebrate the game with a day-
long marathon of live NHL coverage on Jan. 29. 

More Hockey Day Coverage 

| Broadcast Schedule 

SOMETHING BORROWED 

Jacob Markstrom borrowed a page from his remarkable start to the 
season with a 23-save shutout that included several key stops early in a 
1-0 game that could easily have been tied had he not robbed Patrik Laine 
twice, as well as Oliver Bjorkstrand. 

The goose-egg extended his league-lead in the category to six, 
punctuating a two-and-a-half-month stretch since his last bagel in 
Buffalo. 

More importantly, it marked back-to-back brilliance for the veteran who 
had struggled to find his groove since Christmas. 

“I felt good,” said Markstrom, heaping praise on teammates who had 
several big blocks in an early first period penalty kill prompted by his well-
advised trip on Jakub Voracek. “We haven’t had a busy schedule before 
so we had a chance to work a lot on goalie stuff and technique and get 
back to where we were in October and November. A little slump in 
December that lasted a little too long for my liking.” 

Asked how it would feel for a goalie to face 62 shots, Markstrom smiled. 

“Busy, for sure,” he laughed. 

“I don’t think I’ve been up there in my whole career, but I’ve seen a lot of 
rubber.” 

Added Sutter of Markstrom’s return to form, which has seen him stop 43 
of the last 44 shots he’s faced, “it’s good, he’s back on track again. 

“What gets overlooked with our team, at the end of day, he is our best 
player and he has to be our best player.” 

Flames play in St. Louis Thursday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' creative line experiment off to compelling 
start 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxJanuary 26, 2022, 10:07 PM 

 

TORONTO – On a night decided exclusively by special teams and 
breakaway specialists, it was the Toronto Maple Leafs’ ambitious even-
strength deployment that occupied our attention. And that of the players 
themselves. 
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“It’ll definitely be interesting,” said Auston Matthews, prior to 
Wednesday’s 4-3 shootout victory over the Anaheim Ducks. 

“We got a lot of depth, a lot of really good players to actually play with. 
So, it’s a smart thing to explore, I guess, at this point in the season.” 

With a full complement of healthy forwards at his disposal for the first 
time all season, Sheldon Keefe went unconventional. 

Thinking deep, the head coach spread out his top three scorers and Core 
Four forwards across three lines. They practised that way Monday and 
Tuesday, then unveiled the fresh look to overwhelming results. 

Flinging themselves over the boards in shift after positive shift, the Maple 
Leafs funnelled pucks toward Anaheim all-star goalie John Gibson’s 
crease all evening, rolling at the opposition in hungry waves and forcing 
the Ducks to paddle uphill. 

At 5-on-5, the Leafs outchanced the Ducks something silly, 33-9, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

And although Toronto’s actual goals arrived when its star playmakers 
shared the sheet in power-play situations — Mitch Marner, William 
Nylander and John Tavares all cashed in, and Matthews chipped in with 
a pair of assists — it was the club’s smothering even-strength play that 
forced the visitors into committing penalties in the first place. 

While Keefe dispersed his greatest offensive threats amongst reliable 
role players like Ondrej Kase, David Kämpf and Ilya Mikheyev as a 
default, the coach also formed situational power lines of Kerfoot–
Matthews–Nylander, Tavares-Matthews-Marner and Nylander–Tavares–
Marner to keep minutes high and take advantage of some key O-zone 
draws. 

Despite the juggling, each member of the Core Four finished with two 
points, a minimum of six shots on net and 20 minutes of ice time. 

“We felt we outplayed them and dominated most of the possession,” 
Matthews said. “We created lots of chances, had really good 
opportunities. Their goalie played well.” 

Keefe was a fan of flexibility the new lines gave him; the flow is a work in 
progress. 

“We were in control of the play for most of the game. The only thing we 
didn't do was score at 5-on-5,” Keefe said. 

“The ability to move things around, that worked out the way I thought it 
would, and the way I had planned it in terms of getting Willy extra shifts 
up with John and Mitch, and I think there was one or two we got Auston 
an extra shift with Kerf and Willy. 

“And I like that.” 

Remaining Time -1:56 

Should Maple Leafs be pleased with performance of new line 
combinations? 

The strategy requires engagement and demands flexibility and quick 
chemistry. And considering how critical third-line production and the 
ability to adapt to injuries can be to a deep post-season run, Toronto’s 
relatively soft end-of-January schedule is smart time to tinker. 

"I like it. It shows we're a flexible group and everybody can play different 
roles and I think that's important," says veteran Jason Spezza. 

“When you head into playoff series and teams start to key in on you 
more, to have the ability to switch lines and to move things around, the 
coach probably feels comfortable with it knowing that he's done it before. 
And the players will feel comfortable with it knowing how you play with 
those types of players." 

Striking a high level of comfort is the Maple Leafs’ power play, which 
made good on its first three attempts of the game, making up for some 
tough luck, and fantastic Gibson saves, at 5-on-5. 

The scoreboard was kind to the Ducks, who did well to swipe a point on 
the road. 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Stream the Leafs this season with new pricing options! SN NOW 
STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how much hockey you want 
to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Their opening goal, credited to Sam Steel, resulted from a Pierre Engvall 
crease-clearing attempt that banked off Spezza and behind Jack 
Campbell. 

Their second caught a Toronto’s top power-play unit tired at the end of 
double shift in Period 2. Killer Jakob Silfverberg beat Campbell clean off 
the rush, making the third period more tense than necessary. 

Vinni Lettieri tied the contest late in the third, ramping the drama. 

Following a thrilling overtime that saw Gibson ratchet his saves total to 
41, Matthews supplied the shootout winner and the bonus point. 

The only bad news for the Leafs was seeing a tumbling Timothy 
Liljegren’s head collide into the leg of Trevor Zegras. The rookie 
defenceman did not return for precautionary reasons but Keefe noted he 
was showing “positive signs” and might practice Friday. 

Toronto’s next game arrives Saturday in Detroit. 

Expect the experiment to continue. 

Hockey Day in Canada 

Hockey Day in Canada connects hockey with the community and 
empowers hockey’s next generation. Host Ron MacLean and the 
Sportsnet team, along with Scotiabank, celebrate the game with a day-
long marathon of live NHL coverage on Jan. 29. 

More Hockey Day Coverage 

| Broadcast Schedule 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• William Nylander scored 17 goals in 51 games last season. He only 
needed 39 to equal that mark this season. 

• Toronto native Jamie Drysdale grew up a Leafs fan, naturally, and 
gravitated to the play of a young Morgan Rielly. 

“How he moves around the ice, how he controls the play,” the Ducks 
defenceman said. “So definitely a guy I watched a lot of and learned a lot 
from." 

Ducks substitute coach Mike Stothers, who guided Rielly’s development 
in Moose Jaw, sees parallels. 

"They're both creative," said Stothers, filling in for a quarantining Dallas 
Eakins. "They are both willing to take some risks to contribute offensively, 
[and] if there's an error or mistake made, they're usually quick enough to 
recover and get back and help out. 

“I don't think Drys can do any better than having Morgs as a role model.” 

• Jake Muzzin skated for a third consecutive day and has shown steady 
progression as he returns from a concussion. He underwent a 
neuropsychological test Wednesday. If results are positive, he could play 
as early as Saturday in Detroit. 

• Jason Spezza on Marlie-turned-Olympian Josh Ho-Sang: "He put 
himself in some uncomfortable positions in the summer, where he had to 
work different and harder probably than he has in the past. 

“He came here with a great attitude — and when you do that, you win 
people over. I think he has some fans in this room. We'll be cheering for 
him to get a gold medal. It's a great opportunity, and a great opportunity 
to show that he's still growing.” 
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• Justin Holl and Ondrej Kase returned to action after spending 10 days 
quarantining, and bonding, together in an Arizona hotel. The first five 
days they only had access to a balcony to stretch and exercise, but the 
last five they could make use of a tennis court and had some close 
battles. 

Holl’s Maple Leafs tennis ladder rankings: 1. Alexander Kerfoot; 2. 
William Nylander; 3. Justin Holl; 4. Ondrej Kase. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews ready to match wits with Zegras 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs (optional) and Anaheim Ducks skated at Scotiabank 
Arena on Wednesday.  

During the 2021 World Juniors, Auston Matthews took to Twitter to praise 
Trevor Zegras, who would go on to be named tournament MVP while 
leading Team USA to a gold medal. The Leafs centre continues to be 
impressed by the 20-year-old Ducks dynamo.  

"He's fun to watch," Matthews said. "Really skilled one-on-one and he 
makes plays. Really smart out there." 

    zegras niceeeeee with it 🇺🇸  

    — Auston Matthews (@AM34) December 29, 2020 

Zegras, meanwhile, appreciates the swagger that Matthews brings to the 
ice.  

"He's got a lot of confidence with the puck and is very confident in the 
plays he can make," Zegras observed. "When he gets in those scoring 
areas, he really doesn't miss. We've done a ton of video on him today." 

Matthews scored in Toronto's 5-1 win at Anaheim in November. Zegras 
fired a season-high eight shots on net that night but was held off the 
scoresheet in his first showdown with Matthews.  

"He's a little bit bigger than I thought," Zegras said with a grin. "I think 
he's a little bit taller and maybe a little more muscle than I thought, for 
sure."  

Matthews stands 6-foot-3, 205 pounds.  

"He's an unbelievable player and a guy I watched a lot growing up, so it's 
definitely cool going up against him," Zegras said.  

"It's always humbling hearing that," said Matthews.  

Matthews leads the Leafs with 25 goals in 35 games but has failed to 
score in the past two outings. He hasn't gone three straight games 
without a goal since Nov. 18-21, 2021. 

"They have a lot of young guys with skill that can make plays," Matthews 
said of the Ducks. "Those guys have really added jump in their lineup 
and some offensive creativity. They're an explosive team." 

Swagger showdown: Matthews appreciates 'really smart' Zegras 

After six straight games on the road, the Maple Leafs are finally playing 
at home again. Even without fans in the building tonight's duel with the 
Ducks should be full of energy as it features a match-up of American 
stars in Trevor Zegras and Auston Matthews. As Mark Masters reports, 
they are two guys who aren't short on swagger. 

---  

Matthews has provided plenty of highlight-reel moments this season, but 
Zegras may have authored the play of the year with his flip pass – aka 
"The Michigan Assist" – on a goal by Sonny Milano on Dec. 7 in Buffalo.  

"A lot of stuff's got to work out there for it to go like it did, and they pulled 
it off," Matthews said. "That's going to be a highlight that people are 
watching for a long time."  

Even though Zegras didn't get named to the Pacific Division All-Star 
team, he's been invited to Las Vegas next month to take part in the 
Breakaway Challenge during the skills competition. He has asked 
followers on Twitter to share their thoughts on moves he could try.  

"I got a bunch of ideas now," Zegras said with a smile. "I appreciate 
everybody chiming in. Definitely some funny comments and helped me 
get some ideas for sure." 

Some suggestions have already been ruled out, including a proposal to 
honour Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf.   

"Somebody told me to wear a bald cap for Getzy," Zegras said with a 
chuckle, "so that's definitely not happening. That's a no-go." 

    — Trevor Zegras (@tzegras11) January 23, 2022 

--- 

Zegras has been able to put up 30 points, behind only Detroit's Lucas 
Raymond (33) in the rookie scoring race, because he trusts his creative 
instincts.  

"When I look at a guy like Z, he's a guy that has got all kinds of offensive 
abilities and he's got the confidence," noted teammate Troy Terry, who 
will play in his first All-Star Game this year. "He comes right into the 
league and if he has a turnover or whatever, it doesn't faze him. He 
knows it's going to work for him more times than not. I was not that way. 
When it wasn't working right away, I went into a shell." 

Terry is certainly out of his shell now. The 24-year-old has figured out the 
mental side of the game and the offensive production has flowed. Terry is 
tied for sixth in the Rocket Richard Trophy race with 23 goals.  

"This year, when I'm getting into those areas, I've got the confidence and 
I'm excited to get those chances," he said, "because I'm ready to score." 

--- 

The Leafs will be playing their first home game in three weeks. 
Unfortunately, just like the last two games at Scotiabank Arena in early 
January, there will be no fans in the stands due to pandemic restrictions.  

"We're used to it so, honestly, I think it will a lot harder on other teams 
that have to come to Canada and play in these buildings and aren't used 
to it," Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly said. 

This will be the first time all season that the Ducks have played in an 
empty building.  

"It might be a little different, but it's something both teams have to play 
through," said Anaheim assistant coach Mike Stothers, who is running 
the bench while head coach Dallas Eakins is in COVID protocol. "We'll 
see how it goes, but it's Toronto. Everybody gets up to play Toronto." 

"It might be a little weird at the start," said Ducks defenceman Jamie 
Drysdale. "For me, once you get dialled into the game you can block 
everything out unless they're cheering for you and then you use it as 
energy." 

Drysdale, who enjoyed a home-cooked meal with his family on Tuesday 
night, will be playing his first NHL game in his hometown.  

"Just playing in this building will be enough energy for me," the 19-year-
old said. "The fact I'm going to play in this building against the Leafs is 
pretty cool. It's something that I kind of dreamed of doing growing up. It 
would be nice to have folks at the game and some friends, but just 
playing here against the Leafs will be cool." 
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--- 

Growing up as a Leafs fan, Drysdale kept a close eye on Rielly.  

"I watched a lot of the Leafs growing up," the Toronto native said with a 
grin. "There's no hiding that. Growing up here it was all about the Leafs. I 
definitely gravitated to his game and how he moves around the ice, how 
he controls the play, so definitely a guy I watched a lot of and learnt a lot 
from." 

Stothers coached Rielly in Moose Jaw in the Western Hockey League 
and sees plenty of similarities between him and Drysdale.  

"They're both creative," he said. "They are both willing to take some risks 
to contribute offensively and ... if there's an error or mistake made, 
they're usually quick enough to recover and get back and help out. If 
Drys picked Morgs as his favourite player or someone he wants to model 
his game after, I think good on Drys. I don't think there can be anybody 
better, both on or off the ice, than Morgan Rielly. I loved having him. I still 
love watching him play. I probably will be cringing when I see him get the 
puck and skating up the ice tonight, but I don't think Drys can do any 
better than having Morgs as a role model." 

Toronto native Drysdale pumped to face Leafs, and role model Rielly 

Growing up in the greater Toronto area, Ducks defenceman Jamie 
Drysdale idolized current Leafs reaguard Morgan Rielly, and is pumped 
to not only be playing Toronto, but to face his role model as well. 

---  

The Leafs will be experimenting with a new forward alignment, which 
features Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander on different lines. 
There's another way of looking at this balanced approach, however.   

"We've now put [Ilya] Mikheyev and [Pierre] Engvall and [David] Kampf 
on three different lines as well," coach Sheldon Keefe pointed out. "With 
how well they've played, we think those three guys on three different 
lines adds a lot." 

With the Leafs stumbling a bit during the recent six-game stretch on the 
road, Keefe turned to the line of Kampf between Mikheyev and Engvall to 
set the tone. 

"Those guys have really established play for us," Keefe said. "We've 
started them in each game and each period, because they've gone out 
and established our game for us." 

Kampf, a defensive-minded centre who often gets fed a steady diet of 
defensive-zone starts, now finds himself between Alex Kerfoot and 
Nylander.  

"You'll see me move things around to ensure he's still getting the D-zone 
starts that I like him to have," Keefe said. "At times he'll come off that line 
when there's O-zone faceoffs and things of that nature. He's a valuable 
player for us no matter where we've had him in the lineup or who he's 
played with, especially games where we've had the lead, because we 
trust him." 

The coach also stressed that Kampf, who has gone seven games without 
a point, can help a top scorer like Nylander, who has 38 points in 38 
games.  

"Kampf's done a lot of good things," Keefe said. "He's underrated with his 
ability to move the puck up the ice and make plays and distribute the 
puck to his wingers." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Keefe splits up his tone setters 

After placing Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander on 
three different lines, head coach Sheldon Keefe revealed how David 
Kampf, who usually takes defensive zone faceoffs, will be deployed 
tonight. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Leafs defenceman Jake Muzzin skated for a third straight day but will 
miss a third straight game due to a concussion.  

"The progress has been steady," said Keefe. "Despite the fact he was in 
a red [no-contact] jersey yesterday, he really got through the entire 
practice and did a little bit more than we even thought that he would. He'll 
have his neuro psych test today, which will determine his status going 
forward. The progress has been very good. He's been feeling good, but 
just has to go through the necessary steps to be cleared to go full contact 
and prepare to play." 

Muzzin making 'steady' progress in recovery from concussion 

Jake Muzzin was in a normal coloured jersey in Toronto's morning skate 
ahead of their game against the Ducks. Maple Leafs head coach said 
that the defenceman is making "steady" progress in recovery from 
concussion. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lineup for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Kase 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Marner 

Kerfoot - Kampf - Nylander 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Brodie 

Sandin - Holl 

Dermott - Liljegren 

Campbell starts 

Mrazek 
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TSN.CA / Flames’ group chat played key mental health role during 
COVID-19 outbreak 

 

Salim Valji 

 

When Calgary Flames players entered the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol en 
masse in December, they were kept apart for 10 days. All told, more than 
30 players and staff had to isolate. 

To pass the time, many binge-watched TV shows like Yellowstone and 
True Story. They played video games, put puzzles together, and worked 
out at home. 

And the team chat went wild. 

“Thankfully everyone was okay,” forward Andrew Mangiapane said. 
“Maybe it brought us closer together as a team now that we went through 
this. It builds chemistry a little bit.” 

The Flames are a close-knit bunch who socialize together, along with 
their significant others and kids, away from the rink. Blake Coleman and 
his wife, Jordan, hosted American Thanksgiving, and Erik Gudbranson 
and Meredith Gaudreau, Johnny’s wife, had a joint 30th birthday party. 

Amid one of the best starts in franchise history and with their season 
suddenly derailed, the chat was vital in players staying connected during 
self-isolation.  

“There were times when you’d take pokes and jabs and make fun of each 
other, the fun part of being a part of a team,” veteran winger Milan Lucic 
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said. “It was also just checking in on each other and seeing how 
everyone was doing.” 

As more Flames tested positive, the chat got more active. 

“We would fire in memes and funny videos and funny jokes that we’d 
find,” Lucic said. “We had a lot of time on our hands at home.” 

Lucic said he’s the most talkative, along with a handful of others. 

“The guys that probably stir the pot the most, just because they go at 
each other, are probably Rasmus [Andersson] and [Andrew] 
Mangiapane, and even [Mikael] Backlund. [Nikita] Zadorov too.” 

Beyond chirping and sharing funny videos and memes, the chat 
improved players’ mental health during a tough stretch. 

“It helps a lot,” Lucic said. “You talk about mental health, sometimes 
when you’re isolated and by yourself, you can start overthinking things 
and getting into your own head, which I feel like most of the population 
has gone through over the last two years. I know I have. When you have 
people to talk to, you have that camaraderie, you have people to reach 
out to and joke around with and be loose with, it really takes away from 
overthinking things and getting into your own head and start thinking 
about why this and why that, negative things. It snowballs and you can 
go down a dark path. 

“You have people that you can rely on and count on and keep things 
loose and positive and happy. A lot of the chat is happy conversations, 
it’s positive conversations and happy joking around. It keeps you in the 
right frame of mind and in a positive, optimistic state of mind.” 

So, what would a diehard Flames fan’s first impression be if they ever got 
a transcript of the chat? 

“A guy that’s pretty quiet but is pretty funny and active is Chris Tanev,” 
Lucic said. “He’s very witty, smart, and funny. He’s more quality than 
quantity as far as jokes. That’s what I think Flames fans would be most 
surprised by. He’s got the college wittiness to him.” 

One of the most-shared pictures was a newspaper graphic that 
compared the Flames’ outbreak to the Netflix series Squid Game. 

“That was probably one of the funniest, because at that time, Squid 
Game was kind of a thing,” Lucic said. “We were like, ‘Oh what is this, 
The Hunger Games?’ That was the funny highlight that got it started with 
more memes.” 

Over the past few months, the Flames have bonded in a way that was 
not allowed last season. 

“The difference between last year and this year is that we’ve gotten a 
chance to hang out together, to go out for dinner together,” Lucic said. 
“That’s a big part of our team, that off-ice contributes to the on-ice.” 

With COVID-19 (hopefully) in the team’s rear-view mirror, the Flames are 
focused on trying to continue one of the league’s feel-good stories of the 
season. 

The team is on pace for 98 points, which would be one of their best 
seasons since the 2004 lockout. That off-ice camaraderie is a huge 
strength of the team and could lead it to greater heights. 

“We like each other and enjoy each other,” Lucic said. “Whenever we get 
a chance, if it’s a birthday or milestone, or even one of the guys’ 
significant other’s or kids’ birthdays, Thanksgiving, whenever we get a 
chance to do something like that together, the turnout is, if not 100 per 
cent, then close to it and everyone enjoys it. That’s what makes teams 
become good teams, because they care about each other, and this team 
definitely has that.” 

The impact of those relationships go far beyond what happens at the 
Saddledome.  

“That’s why it’s important when you have a group like this that’s willing to 
talk to each other and reach out to each other,” Lucic said. “That’s huge, 

especially given what we’ve all been through in the last two years. It 
definitely helps and makes things better.” 
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USA TODAY / 'Dirty' play: Drake Batherson to miss All-Star Game after 
questionable hit from goalie Aaron Dell 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Ottawa Senators forward Drake Batherson will miss the All-Star Game 
after a hit that landed Buffalo Sabres goaltender Aaron Dell a three-game 
suspension for interference. 

Batherson was chasing a Sabres player around the net late in the first 
period of Ottawa's 5-0 victory Tuesday night when the goalie caught him 
with his shoulder . He fell hard into the boards and injured his ankle, and 
Senators coach D.J. Smith said he is out long-term. 

"Unfortunately, for him, the kid has a chance to go to his first All-Star 
Game," Smith said. "It's a bad play by the goalie. He's done it before." 

The suspension, the first disciplinary action against Dell, will cost him 
$11,250 in play. 

“Quite frankly, it was just a (expletive) play,” said Senators captain Brady 
Tkachuk, according to Sportsnet. “What happened was unnecessary and 
dirty. You just feel for (Drake). He’s put in so much work to get to where 
he’s at. It definitely sucks.” 

The NHL's Department of Player Safety said Batherson wasn't eligible to 
hit on the play because he didn't have the puck. 

"Dell takes an active step into Batherson, shifting his weight and 
delivering a hit to an unsuspecting player that causes a dangerous fall 
into the boards," the video said. 

Dell, with the San Jose Sharks at the time, made a similar hit against the 
Vegas Golden Knights' Mark Stone in 2019. 

pic.twitter.com/QR8OoOnjFa The answer is... maybe 
https://t.co/ZMC78qkUvF 

— Karlsson Defense Attorney (@SnipeCity420) January 26, 2022 

"I don't like calling out other goalies, but (skaters are) not expecting to get 
hit by the goalie, just like when the goalie comes out to play the puck, 
you can't hit him," said Senators goalie Matt Murray. 

Batherson was named to represent the Senators at next week's All-Star 
Game in Las Vegas. He leads Ottawa with 34 points in 31 games. 

Tkachuk was named Wednesday as Batherson's replacement. 
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Monumental Sports esports/entertainment complex in works 

 

by Kevin Reichard on January 26, 2022 in eSports, NBA, NHL 

 

Monumental Sports & Entertainment (MSE) unveiled District E Powered 
by Ticketmaster, a nearly 14,000-square-foot live-event theater adjacent 
to Capital One Arena at Gallery Place in downtown Washington D.C., 
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promising immersive experiences in esports, music, event programming 
and community events. 

It’s an ambitious agenda, to be sure, including both original programming 
as well as pre- and post-event activations for fans attending Capitals and 
Wizards games or events. The goal is programming 365 days a year; 
besides the sports and eSports events, MSE plans on offering space for 
independent events while also offering a higher-level culinary experience. 

The venue will also create a competition and training venue for the MSE 
esports franchises which it owns, operates, and invests in, including 
Wizards District Gaming and Caps Gaming (centered in the MedStar 
Wizards District Gaming Studio) as well as serving as a catalyst to foster 
the amateur gaming community in the D.C. metro region. Additionally, it 
will establish an East Coast satellite office for global esports powerhouse 
Team Liquid. Further, it will attract the growing influencer streaming 
community through its state-of-the-art streaming pods. 

“We are excited to invest in this first-of-its-kind venue for esports and 
other immersive experiences and know it will quickly become the 
preferred destination for pre- and post-event attendees with one-of-a-kind 
programming and food and beverage offerings,” said Zach Leonsis, 
President of Media & New Enterprises, via press release. “And given the 
rapid rise in the popularity of esports and the growing audience for 
gaming in general, we believe the time is right to build an esports-centric 
venue that serves as a rallying point for the gaming community in the 
Mid-Atlantic. The wide-scale, international appeal of esports brands is 
well documented. We believe that developing deep, grassroots-level 
connections within our local community is the natural next step for 
esports as the genre develops into a major league aside other traditional 
sports.” 

Centrally located in the historic Chinatown neighborhood of downtown 
Washington D.C., District E will be located adjacent to Capital One 
Arena, home of the NBA’s Washington Wizards and NHL’s Washington 
Capitals. With more than 3 million annual attendees coming to Capital 
One Arena for professional sporting events, live concerts, and other 
performances, District E, will also plan to host Capitals, Wizards, and 
other fans for pre- and post-game events to enhance the game-day 
experience. Also on the agenda: additional programming including its 
own shows, viewing parties, corporate events, and other programs 
driving additional visitors downtown.  

District E is an extension of MSE’s activity in the esports space: the firm  
was an early investor in esports and has rapidly grown its esports 
portfolio over the past several years. Starting with an initial investment in 
esports ownership group, aXiomatic, in 2016. MSE has since expanded 
its efforts in esports to include the NBA 2K League’s Wizards District 
Gaming, a franchise that just won back-to-back NBA 2K League 
championships, and Caps Gaming, a leading esports sub-brand in the 
NHL. Through its equity ownership in aXiomatic, MSE also owns equity 
in Team Liquid, Epic Games, Niantic, Dapper Labs and Nifty Games, 
among other gaming investments. MSE’s Chairman, Founder and CEO 
Ted Leonsis represents Monumental Sports on the board of aXiomatic 
and Zach Leonsis, represents Monumental Sports on the board of Team 
Liquid. Zach Leonsis also sits on the Executive Committee of the NBA 2K 
League. 

“MSE has been an incredible partner to Team Liquid over the years and 
the development of District E is an initiative that I believe truly elevates 
the fan experience and helps connect us with more fans than ever 
before,” said Steve Arhancet, Co-CEO and Owner of Team Liquid, via 
press release. “Having lived in the DMV for a number of years, it’s an 
honor for me to reconnect with the local community and I am looking 
forward to working alongside and supporting our local organizations, 
universities and athletes to bring together fans across Northern Virginia, 
Maryland and D.C. by providing them with a genuine and unique esports 
experience.” 

“The team at Monumental is always on the cutting-edge, adopting the 
latest technology and setting trends for live event experiences,” said 
Marla Ostroff, Ticketmaster Managing Director – North America, via 

press release. “District E Powered by Ticketmaster is an innovative and 
exciting concept that explores a whole new realm of live entertainment 
experiences. We look forward to continuing our partnership with 
Monumental in bringing District E to life.”   

The design of District E is intentionally welcoming, inviting passersby to 
peer into the gaming venue and learn more about the energy and 
enthusiasm of esports. Three of the main components of the space 
include: 

an Esports Competition Studio: a public-facing, 150+ person venue 
expected to host over 200 events per year; 

An enhanced Food and Beverage Experience, with MSE partnering with 
Aramark to operate a restaurant and bar experience that will support 
events hosted throughout the year; and 

Esports Practice Center, a private team practice facility, officially 
“MedStar Wizards District Gaming Studio,” with streaming pods for 
Wizards District Gaming, Caps Gaming, Team Liquid and more. 

“We are honored to expand our partnership with Monumental Sports & 
Entertainment by developing a first-class hospitality experience for fans 
to enjoy at District E Powered by Ticketmaster,” said Alison Birdwell, 
President and CEO of Aramark Sports and Entertainment, via press 
statement. “As Aramark’s first foray into the rapidly-growing esports 
space, this is an exciting opportunity to showcase our expertise in food 
and beverage innovation to esports fans while also creating jobs and 
further building Aramark’s presence in the Greater Washington 
Metropolitan region.” 

District E will sport a modern, technology-forward and cutting-edge 
design, with esports and traditional sports iconography adorning the 
broad sweeps of open space across the pavilion. More than 1,000 
square feet of LED lights and bars hug the ceilings, and large, crisp 
screens hang along the walls of the food and beverage experience as 
well as the competition studio and training facility. 

“At this size and scale, District E Powered by Ticketmaster will be the 
first-of-its-kind in the D.C. region and a gamechanger,” said JLL’s Zach 
Boroson via press release . “The real estate market rebound has shown 
that we will see innovative and alternative uses for both office and retail 
spaces across the city and the new District E Powered by Ticketmaster is 
exactly that. By activating these spaces in such a unique and forward-
thinking way, Monumental Sports & Entertainment is truly solidifying its 
leadership in the esports industry.” 

Fall 2022 is the planned opening date. Architecture, Incorporated is 
responsible for architecture and interiors, construction is led by KBR 
Corporation, and the property is owned and managed by Oxford 
Properties Group. Monumental Sports was represented by Zach Boroson 
and Andy O’Brien of JLL. Creative agency 4040 Agency designed the 
brand and logo for the enterprise. 
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