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Canes survive their first shootout test, take down the Senators on the road in Ottawa 

By Chip Alexander 

It took 40 games but the Carolina Hurricanes finally were 
involved in a shootout. They also won it, beating the Ottawa 
Senators 3-2 at an empty Canadian Tire Centre on 
Thursday. 

Andrei Svechnikov had the only shootout goal as Canes 
goalie Frederik Andersen stopped all three Ottawa shooters. 
Andersen had 37 saves in the game as the Canes got goals 
from Derek Stepan in the second period and Nino 
Niederreiter late in the third in the comeback win. 

Svechnikov, up second for Carolina in the shootout, beat 
goalie Matt Murray with a forehand to the blocker side for the 
fourth game-deciding shootout goal of his career. It was the 
Canes’ first shootout in 56 games. 

The Canes (29-9-2) moved back into first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. Carolina, Pittsburgh and the New York 
Rangers all have 60 points but the Canes have games-in-
hand on both the Penguins and Rangers. 

Five takeaways: 

▪ It was a grinding game, with more gritty defensive stops 
than slick offensive plays. It was 0-0 after the first period and 
1-1 after 40 minutes with both teams getting sticks on pucks 
in the defensive zones and minimizing high-danger chances. 

The Sens’ goals both came on redirections -- the first by 
Canes defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who tried to block a 
Nick Paul shot in the first period. The Sens took a 2-1 lead in 
the third on a redirect by Alex Formenton with 14:10 left in 
regulation. 

For the Canes, Sebastian Aho’s line was kept in check and 
had a quiet game. The Canes’ third and fourth lines were the 
more effective, playing a heavy game. Stepan scored in the 
second and Niederreiter’s goal, on a scramble in front of the 
net, tied it 2-2 with 3:22 left regulation. 

Andersen stopped seven Ottawa shots after Formenton’s 
goal until Niederreiter tied it, and had three saves in the 
overtime,denying Brady Tkachuk on a partial breakaway with 
some back-checking help from Svechnikov. The shootout 
win was his first since Nov. 2, 2019, with Toronto. 

“Freddie was the difference in the game,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He came up huge a lot and allowed us to 
hang in there, to get the tie and a chance to win it.” 

▪ Andrei Svechnikov is a strong player who likes a physical 
style of game and doesn’t avoid collisions. As the Canes 
forward said Thursday morning, “I don’t ever try to go and 
just kill somebody, but when I have to do that I will do that.” 

That is, hit somebody, hard. Svechnikov did that Thursday 
and it cost the Sens one of their best players. Svechnikov 
and Josh Norris collided as they fought for a puck in the 
opening period, Svechnikov claiming the puck and Norris 
tumbling into the boards. 

Norris, who had the winning goal against Carolina in the Dec. 
2 game in Raleigh, left with an upper-body injury and did not 
return. The Senators (13-20-4) lost their leading scorer, 
forward Drake Batherson, to a high-ankle sprain Tuesday 
against Buffalo when Batherson was knocked into the end 
boards by Sabres goalie Aaron Dell. 

▪ The sight of an empty Canadian Tire Centre was a 
reminder of all that has occurred the past two years with the 
pandemic. The Ottawa attendance restrictions will be 
changed later this month but the Sens had no fans in the 
stands Thursday for the third straight home game. 

It was an eerie flashback to the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs 
and the games in the empty arenas in Toronto and 
Edmonton, or the early season games in 2021 before the 
pandemic restrictions were eased and the fans finally 
returned. 

▪ Maybe it was the empty house but the Canes didn’t have 
the same jump or energy much of the game Thursday they 
did at home Tuesday against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

“It’s tough playing a game when it feels like it’s practice, with 
the environment,” Brind’Amour said. “Especially when we’re 
now getting used to the electricity of the (full) buildings. It 
was the same for both teams but it was obvious it was a 
factor in the game.” 

The Canes’ fourth line produced the first goal of the game. 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi first kept the Sens from clearing the 
puck, allowing Brady Skjei to get off a shot that Stepan 
redirected. 

“Overall, any time you win you don’t critique it,” Stepan said. 
“I thought we played a strong enough game to win and get 
two points.” 

▪ Tony DeAngelo had the right idea but went about it in the 
wrong way. The Canes defenseman attempted to block an 
outside shot by the Sens’ Paul but did it by sticking out his 
left leg. 

DeAngelo got a piece of the puck with his leg, only to redirect 
it past Andersen on the blocker side for a 1-1 tie. Andersen 
had 19 saves in the second period as the Sens outshot the 
Canes 20-6 -- Ottawa had a 39-29 shooting edge in the 
game. 
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Category 5: Hurricanes vs. Senators equals Svechnikov vs. Tkachuk 

By Cory Lavalette  

Two of hockey’s best young power forwards will play 
Thursday in Ottawa, so let’s break them down. 

1. People love a list, and there are always plenty of them 
before, during an after the NHL season. One thing that has 
caught my eye over the last year is the comparison between 
Ottawa’s Brady Tkachuk and Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov. 

There are obvious similarities. Both are big, strong wingers 
who can score and also assert themselves physically, and 
they just so happen to have been drafted at the top of the 
2018 draft — Svechnikov second overall, followed by 
Tkachuk two picks later. 

They also both inked long-term contracts this offseason that 
solidify them as cornerstones of their franchises. Tkachuk 
received a seven-year, $57.5 million contract that also 
included being named the Senators’ captain, while 
Svechnikov agreed to an eight-year, $62 million deal, the 
richest in Hurricanes history. 

That’s about $500,000 more annually for Tkachuk. 

2. So the next obvious thing to look at is production, and both 
are having solid 2021-22 seasons. 

Svechnikov, spurred on by his recent five-game multipoint 
streak, is a point-per-game player with 14 goals and 22 
assists in 36 games. After having just two points in six 
games in December, Svechnikov has 14 in nine games so 
far in January. 

“Obviously, you want to get points, but you don’t want to 
think about them,” Svechnikov said Thursday morning. “You 
just want to go out there and play your hardest game and 
you’re going get success always.” 

Tkachuk has 12 goals and 15 assists for 27 points in 33 
games this season. He plays 18:28 a night — 77 seconds 
more per game than Svechnikov. Both play just over three 
minutes per game on the power play and neither kill 
penalties, so the difference is mostly in even strength ice 
time. 

Twenty-five of Svechnikov’s points — including 11 goals, 
four of which are empty-netters — have come at even 
strength, while Tkachuk has nine goals and 14 assists. 
Tkachuk has just four power play points compared to 
Svechnikov’s 11. Carolina’s PP is ranked fifth in the NHL at 
26.3%, compared to the Senators’ 20th-ranked power play at 
18.8%. 

3. The big difference between the two on the scoresheet? 
Assists. Svechnikov is known around the league as a scorer, 

but those who watch him every day argue that his passing is 
even better. 

“He’s an incredible passer,” defenseman Brett Pesce said 
Thursday. “He always makes those unbelievable no-look 
passes. I don’t know how the public views it, but we definitely 
appreciate it on our team.” 

Svechnikov, especially during his current streak, has made 
several show-stopping passes. He had the fake lacrosse 
move and pass to Nino Niederreiter for a goal against the 
Rangers in last Friday’s win. He feathered a pass through a 
defender Tuesday against Vegas to set up Vincent 
Trocheck’s goal, only to one-up himself in overtime by 
powering through William Carrier and setting up Sebastian 
Aho’s game-winner. 

So is he a better passer than shooter? 

“I feel like I can do both,” Svechnikov said. “I will say I like to 
score, everyone does, and I also can pass as well, so it’s 
tough. That’s up to you guys.” 

Still, 10 of Tkachuk’s 15 helpers have been primary assists, 
while 13 of Svechnikov’s 22 are first assists. Both know how 
to create for their teammates. 

4. We haven’t gotten to the physicality both bring to the rink. 

Tkachuk — like father Keith and his brother, Calgary’s 
Matthew — is downright mean and has 66 PIMs this season, 
a career-high pace. At 6-foot-4, 211 pounds, he is one of the 
more imposing players in the league even though he’s just 
22. He already has 843 hits in 231 career games, including 
118 this season — tied for ninth-most among forwards in the 
NHL. 

“The apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree with those guys,” 
said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, who played against 
Brady and Matthew Tkachuk’s dad, Keith. “He’s taught ’em 
to play hard very night, try to be impactful, and that’s how 
they play.” 

Svechnikov isn’t as big (6-foot-2, 200 pounds) and still has 
the shadow of his knockout loss to Alexander Ovechkin in a 
playoff fight three years ago hanging over him, but more and 
more he’s asserting himself. He’s averaging nearly two hits 
per game this season, but since the calendar flipped to 2022 
he has 26 hits in his last nine games — almost three per 
game. 

And there’s also how he can power his way around the ice. 

“Yeah, he’s not that fun to go up against in practice, that’s for 
sure,” defenseman Brett Pesce said Thursday. “His game, 
he’s kind of went above and beyond. And it’s not just scoring, 
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right? He can do everything. He can, if it’s a gritty game, he’s 
the guy leading the pack for us with hits and physicality. 

“You don’t see that too often in a player, especially with his 
skill, and I think that just makes him even more special than 
he already was.” 

Svechnikov said the physical part of the game just come 
naturally for him. 

“I don’t ever try to go and just kill some somebody, but when 
I kind of have to do that, I will do that,” Svechnikov said. “But 
once I see the moment … I will get it, and I love that part of 
the game and I’ve just been doing that.” 

Off the Svechnikov/Tkachuk theme, Ethan Bear will return to 
the lineup against Ottawa. It’s been a tough season for the 
24-year-old defenseman. He was forced to quarantine 10 

days in San Jose after testing positive for COVID-19 on Nov. 
22 and he struggled upon returning. 

Pre-COVID Bear: one goal, five assists in 16 games while 
logging more than 18 minutes a game, often alongside 
Jaccob Slavin. 

Post-COVID Bear: one goal, no assists in 11 games in about 
13½ minutes a night, usually on the third pairing. 

His possession numbers have been good — 56.9% CF, 
second-best among the seven usual defensemen on the 
roster — but he will need to show he can lead a pairing with 
Ian Cole. 

After being a healthy scratch in the last five games, Bear will 
now get that chance. With the Hurricanes coming up in talks 
about available defensemen, Bear will need to convince the 
team they already have everything they need. 

Andersen carries Hurricanes to shootout win in Ottawa 

By Cory Lavalette  

It had been a long time since the Carolina Hurricanes went to 
a shootout to decide a game. It had been even longer for 
Frederik Andersen — and longer still since he won one. 

The Hurricanes and their goalie looked just fine in their first 
shootout of the season. Andersen stopped all three shooters 
he faced and Andrei Svechnikov had the lone goal to give 
Carolina a 3-2 win Thursday in Ottawa. 

“Obviously the difference-maker, in my opinion, was Fred, 
and he’s been big for us all year,” Hurricanes forward Derek 
Stepan said. 

Andersen was participating in his first shootout since March 
5, 2020, a loss with the Maple Leafs that was his fourth 
straight in the post-overtime competition. His last win in the 
shootout? A mere 817 games ago on Nov. 2, 2019, an 11-
round shootout in which Andersen stopped 10 shooters and 
finally ended when Toronto’s Andreas Johansson scored on 
Brian Elliott. 

Andersen only needed to stop three on Thursday, and first 
denied Tyler Ennis and then Tim Stutzle to keep Carolina in 
it as he had all game. 

After Vincent Trocheck was stopped on the Hurricanes’ first 
attempt, Svechnikov used something he learned from his 
teammate’s try to beat Matt Murray. 

“At first I thought I was going to go five-hole,” Svechnikov 
said, “but (I saw Trocheck) was going five-hole and (Murray) 
was sitting really low. I tried to go low blocker and it was a 
good shot.” 

The focus then shifted back to Andersen, who stopped 
Senators captain Brady Tkachuk to give Carolina the win. 

“I try not to think too much,” Andersen said of his mindset in 
the shootout. “It’s important to keep the reaction and my 
instincts. My movement gets slower if I start thinking too 
much, and that’s when guys are too skilled, they can make 
you look really silly.” 

The game nearly didn’t get to overtime. 

Trailing by a goal late in the third period, the Hurricanes got 
the equalizer with 3:22 remaining when Nino Niederreiter 
found a loose puck under Murray and swept it in the net for 
his 13th goal of the year to force OT. 

It was just the boost Carolina needed on a night with no fans 
in the stands and the Canadian Tire Center ice resembling 
more of a backyard rink than an NHL sheet. 

“It’s tough playing the game when it feels like it’s practice,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of competing in the 
empty building. 

That meant generating your own energy and dirty goals 
would be the order of the day, and that’s exactly what 
happened. 

With the game tied at 1-1 entering the third, the Senators 
took their first lead of the night when Alex Formenton 
redirected a Victor Mete shot in the high slot that skimmed 
over Andersen. 

Pucks had found the back of the net in similar ways in the 
second period. 

After neither team scored in the opening 20 minutes, the 
Hurricanes and Senators traded goals in the middle frame. 

Carolina got on the board first when Brady Skjei’s point shot 
was redirected by Stepan and past Murray (27 saves) at 2:31 
of the middle frame. 

The Senators got the goal back two minutes later when Nick 
Paul’s seemingly harmless shot was deflected by Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo and fluttered past Andersen (37 
saves) to tie the game. 

But bouncing pucks were all the Senators could get by 
Andersen. Even a rare penalty to Jaccob Slavin in overtime 
came up empty for Ottawa, with Andersen making two stops 
to send the game to the shootout. 

“(Andersen) allowed us to hang in there,” Brind’Amour said. 
“They got two really fluky goals. So nothing got by him 
tonight, in my opinion.” 
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Preview: Canes at Senators 

By Walt Ruff  

OTTAWA, ON. - The Carolina Hurricanes hit the road for 
their lone matchup away from PNC Arena during their 
current stretch of four games in six days. 

When: Thursday, January 27, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 28-9-2 (58 Points, 3rd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Win over the Vegas Golden 
Knights on Tuesday, January 25. 

Senators Record: 13-20-3 (29 Points, 7th - Atlantic Division) 

Senators Last Game: 5-0 Win over the Buffalo Sabres on 
Tuesday, January 25. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 Thursday, December 2: Anton Forsberg makes 47 
stops, stealing a 3-2 victory for his Ottawa Senators 
in Raleigh. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Keep The Momentum Going: Tuesday night the team pulled 
out a big victory against the Pacific Division leaders, despite 
letting their two-goal advantage slip in the game's final seven 
minutes. Sebastian Aho recorded the overtime winner, a new 

franchise-best seventh, and Frederik Andersen made 26 
stops for his 22nd victory of he season 

So Hot, Svech: Andrei Svechnikov enters tonight game 
recording two points in each of his last five games played. 
Because of the stretch he's upped his season total to 36 
points in 36 games, which ranks only behind Aho on the 
team. 

DeAngelo's Run: Along with Svech, defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo also has points in five straight games. The 
blueliner is now over a point per game, totaling 33 points in 
32 contests this season. 

Get It Back: When the two sides met in the beginning of 
December, goaltender (and former Hurricane) Anton 
Forsberg stole the show, making a remarkable 47 stops for 
Ottawa. He was the deciding factor in why his team won that 
game, despite Carolina's 49 shots. The Canes will 
undoubtedly want to get that one back when they go head-
to-head tonight. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Derek Stepan is three points shy of 500 for 
his NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight. 

Hurricanes Next Home Game: Saturday, January 29 vs. New 
Jersey - Whalers Night (View Tickets) 
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Recap: Andersen Phenomenal As Canes Take Shootout Win In Ottawa 

By Walt Ruff  

OTTAWA, ON. - For the first time this season the Carolina 
Hurricanes needed a shootout, successfully capitalizing in it 
to take a 3-2 victory over the Ottawa Senators Thursday.  

The Rundown 

For the fourth consecutive game the Canes got off to a 
noticeably strong start, limiting Ottawa to just seven first 
period shots. In a contest that included no fans in attendance 
due to Canada's current COVID-19 Health and Safety 
Protocols, the team brought their own energy, forcing 
Senators netminder Matt Murray to come up with some 
timely stops in the opening 20 minutes. 

The contest progressed into the second frame scoreless, but 
it took just 2:31 for Carolina to change that. A Brady Skjei 
shot from the point was redirected by Derek Stepan, who 
snuck behind a puck-watching Thomas Chabot for his sixth 
of the season. 

Then, unfortunately for the Canes, Ottawa kicked it into high 
gear and took over the contest. They evened the score at 1-1 
exactly two minutes later after a shot from Nick Paul 
changed directions off of Tony DeAngelo and went past 
Frederik Andersen. It was part of an onslaught that 
transpired over the game's next 35 minutes of play, almost 
all trending in Ottawa's favor. 

Early in the third the home side made it 2-1, taking their first 
lead of the night after a tipped shot of their own then found 
its way past Carolina's All-Star netminder. 

Giving them their first lead of the night, and as a part of what 
would be a 32-14 shots advantage for Ottawa after the 
opening period of play, it felt as if they were in control of a 
tight contest. Andersen was contributing timely stop after 
timely stop, but his team in front of him was simply not 
creating as much as he was being tasked with. 

Then, with just 3:22 left, the Canes found a way to even the 
contest, coming courtesy of Nino Niederreiter. The line of 
Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast was Carolina's 
most notable in the final frame of regulation and after a loose 
puck got behind Murray in Ottawa's crease, #21 stuffed it 
home, eventually sending the game to overtime. 

In the three-on-three Senators captain Brady Tkachuk had 
the best opportunity, cutting in all alone on Andersen, but the 
evening's first star made a terrific pad stop to keep the game 
going. 

Then, for the first time since April of 2021, Carolina needed 
to participate in a shootout. After Tyler Ennis and Vincent 
Trocheck were both denied, Andrei Svechnikov cashed, 
giving his team the only advantage they'd need. Andersen 
was able to keep out the efforts of both Tim Stutzle and 
Tkachuk again, giving the Canes a 3-2 victory. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the play of his All-Star netminder 
tonight... 

"You're going to need that over the course of the season, 
right? Your team plays against a team that's on it, and you 
have to give [Ottawa] credit, they were good tonight, and 
[Freddie] allowed us to hang in there. They got two fluky 
goals, really, and nothing got by him tonight in my opinion." 

Frederik Andersen reflecting on how he felt about the 
evening... 

"I think both teams had good periods of the game. It's nice to 
come out ahead and tie it up late, that was a huge goal by 
Nino. Even though they scored early in the third, we pushed 
them really well and tried the whole period to tie it up and 
force overtime. 

Andrei Svechnikov sharing how he felt when he was tapped 
to go in the shootout... 

"I was very calm. I was calm and confident. When you feel 
shaky, you're probably not going to score. I knew what I was 
doing. At first I thought I was going to go five-hole, but once 
[Vincent Trocheck] tried to go five-hole and I saw him sitting 
very low, I tried to go low blocker and it was a good try." 

Derek Stepan assessing the game as a whole, including how 
he felt about Ottawa taking over after the first period... 

"As we go on through this year you're going to see more 
teams really defend extremely hard. You've got to be able to 
play that game and to be comfortable playing defense. The 
difference maker in my opinion was Freddie and he's been 
big for us all year." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes come back to the United States post-game and 
are scheduled to practice Friday before a back-to-back 
weekend set at PNC Arena against New Jersey and San 
Jose, Saturday and Sunday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Frederik Andersen finished with 37 stops on the 
night, earning his 23rd win in his 28th start with the 
club. The 23 wins rank tied for second among all 
NHL goaltenders. 

 The win was the 15th on the road this season for 
Carolina, now tying them with the Rangers for the 
league lead in that category. 

 Speaking of the Rangers, the Canes now are tied at 
60 points with both them and Pittsburgh atop the 
Metropolitan Division standings. 

 Following tonight's game the team's record is 29-9-
2. 
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Andersen, Hurricanes rally for shootout win against Senators 

By Callum Fraser  

OTTAWA -- Frederik Andersen made 37 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who rallied for a 3-2 shootout win 
against the Ottawa Senators at Canadian Tire Centre on 
Thursday. 

"[Andersen] was the difference in the game," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He came up huge a lot and 
just allowed us to hang in there and finally get the tie and get 
a chance to win. 

"They got two really fluky goals, so nothing got by him, in my 
opinion." 

Andrei Svechnikov scored the only goal in the second round 
of the shootout. Andersen stopped Tyler Ennis, Tim Stutzle 
and Brady Tkachuk. 

"I try not to think too much. It's important to keep my reaction 
time and my instincts," Andersen said of shootouts. "My 
movements get slower if I start thinking too much. When 
guys are too skilled, they can make you look really silly. If 
you're expecting one thing, they can easily do something 
else." 

Nino Niederreiter scored late in the third period for Carolina 
(29-9-2), which has won five of six and is 10-2-1 in its past 
13. 

Nick Paul and Alex Formenton scored, and Matt Murray 
made 27 saves for Ottawa (13-20-4), which is 2-0-2 in a four-
game point streak. 

"[Murray] has been awesome," Paul said. "He's been making 
great saves for us. You know, he's been the backbone right 
now. Tie games, big chances, sliding across making huge 
saves, just putting the wind in our sails. He's been playing 
awesome. It's huge for our team." 

Derek Stepan gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 2:31 of the 
second period when he redirected Brady Skjei's shot from 
the left point. 

"I feel like as the season goes on, it seems like that's how 
the goals are scored during the second half," Stepan said. 
"Tonight it was no different." 

Paul tied it 1-1 at 4:31 of the second with a weak wrist shot 
from the right point that deflected off Tony DeAngelo and 
appeared to catch Andersen off guard. 

Formenton redirected a point shot from Victor Mete to give 
the Senators a 2-1 lead at 5:50 of the third period, but 
Niederreiter jammed in a rebound in the crease to tie it 2-2 
with 3:22 remaining. 

"That was a huge goal by Nino," Andersen said. "Even 
though they scored early in the third, I thought we came out 
really well and pushed them and tried the whole period to tie 
it up and force overtime. It was a nice win, of course." 

It was the first time the Hurricanes played in an empty arena 
this season. Ontario's current COVID-19 restrictions do not 
allow for fans at sporting events. 

"You don't want to make excuses, but it's tough playing a 
game here," Brind'Amour said. "It feels like it's practice, the 
environment, especially when we're just now getting used to 
the electricity being back in the building. It's the same for 
both teams, but it was obvious that was a big factor in the 
game." 

Senators forward Josh Norris left in the first period with an 
upper-body injury after awkwardly crashing into the boards 
on a hit by Svechnikov. He will be reevaluated Friday, but 
coach D.J. Smith said he is "hopeful" the forward won't be 
out long term. 

Norris is the sixth forward currently injured for Ottawa, joining 
Colin White (shoulder), Shane Pinto (upper body), Connor 
Brown (broken jaw), Drake Batherson (ankle) and Dylan 
Gambrell (upper body). Defenseman Nikita Zaitsev also did 
not play because of a lower-body injury. 

"I think you can see that everyone is stepping up for each 
other," Stutzle said. "We're working really hard. Everyone is 
hitting really hard and playing good defensively, and I think 
that helps a lot. With Drake and Josh [out], we're missing a 
lot, and we have Pinto and White out. We literally have all 
our top centers out right now, but I mean, everyone is 
stepping up." 

NOTES: Svechnikov had his five-game multipoint streak end. 
… Stepan is two points shy of 500 in the NHL. … Formenton 
has scored five points (two goals, three assists) during a five-
game point streak. 
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Svechnikov’s shootout goal sends Canes over Senators 3-2 

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov scored the 
shootout winner for the Carolina Hurricanes in their 3-2 win 
over the Ottawa Senators on Thursday night.  

Carolina’s Nino Niederreiter scored with just about three 
minutes remaining in regulation to force overtime, and Derek 
Stepan had the team’s other goal.  

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour called goalie Frederik 
Andersen, who made 37 saves, the star of the night.  

“He was the difference in the game,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
came up huge a lot and just allowed us to hang in there and 
finally get the tie and get a chance to win.” 

Ottawa’s Brady Tkachuk had a breakaway in overtime and 
the Senators had a 49-second power play after Tim Stutzle 
drew a hooking penalty but came up short both times. 

“We had every chance,” Senators coach D.J. Smith said. 
“Against a team like this you want to win. I thought we played 
hard.” 

Alex Formenton and Nick Paul scored for the Senators, and 
Matt Murray made 27 saves. 

Josh Norris went hard into the boards late in the first period, 
took his time before getting up and did not return. Smith said 
the Senators will have an update Friday and remain hopeful 
it’s nothing serious. 

Ottawa was playing without leading scorer Drake Batherson 
and Dylan Gambrell, who were both injured Tuesday. 

“I thought we played hard you know,” Paul said. “It’s not easy 
losing (Batherson) and (Norris) (Thursday) and Gambrell so, 
there’s spots to be taken and there’s opportunity and guys 
stepped up.” 

The Hurricanes opened the scoring two minutes into the 
second as Stepan tipped a shot in front to beat Murray. But 
two minutes later, the Senators tied the game when Paul 
made what looked like a harmless shot on goal, but it hit 
Tony DeAngelo on the way and fooled Andersen. 

Formenton scored the go-ahead goal for the Senators early 
in the third. He tipped a Victor Mete shot in for his ninth of 
the season. Formenton now has 11 points in his last 10 
games (four goals, seven assists). 

NO FANS 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Senators continue to play 
without fans — something the Hurricanes are not used to. 

“You don’t want to make excuses, but it’s tough playing a 
game here,” Brind’Amour said. “It feels like it’s practice, the 
environment, especially when we’re just now getting used to 
the electricity being back in the building. 

“It’s the same for both teams, but it was obvious that was a 
big factor in the game.” 

NOTES 

The Senators announced Batherson will likely miss a couple 
months, if not more after suffering a high ankle sprain 
Tuesday against Buffalo. ... Ottawa signed defenseman Nick 
Holden to a one-year $1.3-million contract extension 
Thursday. He could have been an unrestricted free agent at 
the end of the season. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host New Jersey on Saturday. 

Senators: Host Anaheim on Saturday.
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Carolina takes home win streak into matchup with New Jersey 

New Jersey Devils (15-22-5, seventh in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (29-9-2, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hosts New Jersey looking to extend 
its three-game home winning streak. 

The Hurricanes are 5-4-0 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina ranks fourth in the league averaging 6.2 assists per 
game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.8. 

The Devils are 7-6-2 against Metropolitan teams. New 
Jersey has scored 119 goals and is 10th in the Eastern 
Conference averaging 2.8 goals per game. Jesper Bratt 
leads the team with 14. 

In their last meeting on Jan. 22, New Jersey won 7-4. Nathan 
Bastian scored a team-high two goals for the Devils in the 
victory. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Teuvo Teravainen leads the 
Hurricanes with a plus-16 in 39 games this season. Andrei 
Svechnikov has 14 points over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Bratt leads the Devils with 14 goals and has 39 points. Jack 
Hughes has three goals and eight assists over the last 10 
games for New Jersey. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 4.3 goals, 
7.7 assists, 3.8 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.4 goals per game with an .894 save percentage. 

Devils: 3-7-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.9 assists, 2.8 penalties 
and 5.9 penalty minutes while allowing 3.4 goals per game 
with an .889 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Devils: Michael McLeod: day to day (undisclosed). 
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NHL Power Rankings: First-half happy (and some sad) surprises edition 

By Ryan Dixon 

Some pretty awesome things are just up the road in this NHL 
season. 

With a five-game slate on Wednesday night, the league 
tipped the balance from first to second half, as 658 games 
are now in the books. Ahead of us is a delicious Rocket 
Richard Trophy battle featuring unlikely leader Chris Kreider 
(he’s getting his shine here so we can highlight a different 
Ranger below), a March 21 trade deadline that’s now less 
than two months away and a wide-open Western Conference 
playoff race that basically has five sure things and three 
more spots that — depending on where you draw the line — 
are being fought over by eight clubs. 

Before we completely turn our attention to what’s ahead, 
though, let’s take a minute to do some rear-view mirror work 
and determine the story of the first half for every club. From 
some amazing UFA-to-be performances to fantastic 
goaltending to teams lowering the bar for all-time franchise 
futility, there’s a lot to pick over since Lightning hung another 
banner and the Kraken officially came into existence on the 
night of Oct. 12. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (30-8-3) 
If this is, in fact, Nazem Kadri’s final year with the Avs, man, 
is he ever going out with a bang. The 31-year-old and UFA-
to-be will soon surge past his previous career high of 61 
points and is on pace for 119. 

2. Florida Panthers (29-9-5) 
It took two warm-up years in Florida, but Sergei Bobrovsky is 
playing like a $10-million man. 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins (27-10-5) 
The Penguins woke up 5-6-4 on the morning of Nov. 18; 
they’re 22-4-1 since then. Sidney Crosby rejoined the team 
two weeks before it took off and the Pens have lost only 
once since Evgeni Malkin made his season debut on Jan. 
11. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (28-9-2) 
Frederik Andersen is definitely in the running for best free-
agent signing of the summer. The former Leafs stopper has 
provided the consistent, high-end goaltending Carolina has 
long sought. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (28-10-5) 
The stars on this squad are shining, but after losing its entire 
third line last summer, the question was more about how a 
new support staff would fare. Well, first-year Bolt Corey Perry 
has 11 goals in his past 26 games after taking a while to get 
the goal-scoring monkey off his back, while sophomore Ross 
Colton is hitting his stride with 15 points in his past 20 
games. 

6. New York Rangers (28-11-4) 
Igor Shesterkin is a Hart Trophy candidate halfway through 
the season. The Russian goalie is routinely the saviour of a 
Metropolitan Division-leading team that has a worse high-

danger Corsi percentage (45.3) than all but six clubs in the 
NHL. 

7. Minnesota Wild (25-10-3) 
Sophomore jinx? Please. “Dollar Bill” Kirill Kaprizov is 
earning every penny of the $45-million deal he signed in the 
off-season. 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (26-10-3) 
Jack Campbell entered this season at 29 years old having 
never began an NHL season as the clear No. 1 goalie; he’s 
passed the test with flying colours. 

9. Nashville Predators (27-14-3) 
The key to a surprisingly strong season? Top-notch 
goaltending from Juuse Saros and really nice bounce-back 
years from Matt Duchene, Mikael Granlund and Ryan 
Johansen. 

10. St. Louis Blues (25-12-5) 
Ville Husso — who only played four games before December 
— and his .943 save percentage are the story of the second 
quarter. Overall, though, this season has been all about how 
the likes of Jordan Kyrou, Robert Thomas, Ivan Barbashev 
and newcomer Pavel Buchnevich have established 
themselves as the future core of this club. 

11. Boston Bruins (24-13-3) 
The Big 3 of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David 
Pastrnak are unimpeachable, but even with Taylor Hall in the 
mix, it remains unclear if there’s enough secondary scoring 
on this roster to make Boston a serious threat. 

12. Washington Capitals (23-12-9) 
Nearly 10 years after his most recent Hart Trophy win, Alex 
Ovechkin — the league leader in even-strength goals (21) 
and points (44) — is surely the first-half MVP of the league. 

13. Vegas Golden Knights (25-15-3) 
Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone and William Karlsson have all 
missed significant time this year, while in-season acquisition 
Jack Eichel could still be months away from playing. Despite 
all those key injuries, the Pacific-leading Knights are still 
well-positioned to have a spring run with all their horses 
back. 

14. Calgary Flames (20-12-6) 
In a walk year, Johnny Gaudreau is having the season of his 
NHL life, tracking a 110-point total. 

15. Dallas Stars (22-16-2) 
Forty games in, the story here is you still can’t get a handle 
on who these Stars are: Are they a future-focussed team 
building around Jason Robertson, Miro Heiskanen and 
Roope Hintz? Are they an over-the-hill gang weighed down 
by the bad contracts of Jamie Benn, Tyler Seguin and 
Alexander Radulov? This team took a month to get its first 
regulation-time win and had a five-game losing streak in 
December. Yet here they are, scrapping it out for the final 
Western Conference wild-card spot. 
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16. Los Angeles Kings (21-16-6) 
The glory days may be long gone, but three core players 
from the Cup years are still leading the way as Anze Kopitar, 
Drew Doughty and — to a lesser degree — Jonathan Quick 
are all playing as if firmly in their prime while the Kings wait 
for the next gen to sprout around them. 

17. New York Islanders (15-14-6) 
It’s easy to forget, but nine games into their epic 13-game 
roadie to start the season, the Isles were actually 5-2-2. 
What followed was an 11-game losing streak during which 
the squad was forced to ice a COVID-depleted roster for a 
week in November before the NHL relented and postponed 
some of its games. 

18. Anaheim Ducks (21-16-7) 
Whether or not this season ends with the Ducks in a playoff 
spot, the foundation for the next Orange County contender is 
clearly there with Troy Terry, Trevor Zegras and Jamie 
Drysdale all proving themselves to be NHLers on the rise. 

19. Edmonton Oilers (20-16-2) 
Really, it’s a story of two quarters: the Oilers were 16-5-0 
after game No. 21 and are 4-11-2 in Nos. 22-38. Can GM 
Ken Holland find a reliable goaltending solution before the 
season is completely sunk? 

20. Winnipeg Jets (17-15-7) 
Paul Maurice’s decision to step away from the bench about a 
week before Christmas was a shocker. Unfortunately for the 
Jets, they still can’t seem to fight their way out of mediocrity, 
posting a 4-5-2 mark under interim coach Dave Lowry. 

21. San Jose Sharks (22-19-2) 
Erik Karlsson was having a resurgent year, but he just went 
under the knife to have forearm surgery and won’t be back 
until at least mid-March. 

22. Chicago Blackhawks (16-20-7) 
Nothing on the ice matters relative to what we learned about 
the awful ways this organization failed Kyle Beach 10 years 
ago. 

23. Vancouver Canucks (18-19-5) 
A complete in-season coaching and front office overhaul was 
completed this week when new president of hockey 
operations Jim Rutherford hired Patrik Allvin as the new 
team’s GM, on the heels of hiring Emilie Castonguay as 
assistant GM and installing Bruce Boudreau as coach at the 
start of December. 

24. Detroit Red Wings (18-19-6) 
If their second act is as good as their first, Lucas Raymond 
and Moritz Seider could finish 1-2 in rookie-of-the-year 
voting. Everything else that happens in Detroit this season is 
gravy. 

25. New Jersey Devils (15-21-5) 
When Jack Hughes has been in the lineup, the third-year 
player has been the point-per-game guy the Devils hoped 
they were getting when they drafted him first overall in 2019. 

26. Ottawa Senators (13-20-3) 
For all the rough patches, the Senators still feature four 23-
and-under guys at the top of their scoring charts in Drake 
Batherson, Brady Tkachuk, Josh Norris and Tim Stützle. 

27. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-21-1) 
Remember when you had to fight for everything you got 
against Columbus? The Jackets are giving up 3.60 goals per 
game and the only clubs who surrender more are Montreal 
and Arizona. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (13-22-7) 
Buffalo closed the book on the Jack Eichel saga and can 
hope the positive early returns from the pieces they got back 
— Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs — are a sign of things to 
come. 

29. Seattle Kraken (13-25-4) 
Philipp Grubauer fell flat after inking a big free-agent deal 
and the team’s overall save percentage is a league-worst 
.875. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers (13-22-8) 
Philly set the franchise mark for most consecutive games 
without a win (13) and earlier this year the Flyers went 10 
games without a victory, which it has only done three other 
times (four if you count the current awful run) in the history of 
the club. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (10-27-4) 
Quite frankly, the story of the first half is things are going 
exactly to plan as the Coyotes enter a two-year window to try 
to draft one of Shane Wright in 2022 or — even better — 
Connor Bedard in ’23. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (8-26-7) 
After a decade in the big chair, former GM Marc Bergervin 
was fired in favour of two men — executive vice-president 
Jeff Gorton and GM Kent Hughes — who’ve spoken pretty 
openly about modernizing the Habs’ approach to building a 
team. 
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Three Big Prospect Surprises in the First Half 

By Matthew Somma  

The Carolina Hurricanes are one of the best drafting teams 
in the NHL. Even without a true elite prospect in their 
pipeline, the Hurricanes manage to boast one of the best and 
deepest pipelines in the entire league. A lot of this is due to 
the Hurricanes and their scouts’ ability to identify talent in 
each round of the draft. They’re willing to bet on players with 
high upside and are in a position to let these players develop 
for as long as they need to before giving them time to shine 
in the NHL.  

Right now, I’d argue that most of Carolina’s prospects are 
having good to great seasons. The three players I’m 
mentioning in this piece are players that I’ve noticed time and 
time again this year. They’re all players drafted outside of the 
top 100, too. 

Eetu Makiniemi 

I’ve always been a believer in Makiniemi’s game, but I didn’t 
think he would have transitioned to the AHL as smoothly as 
he has. Makiniemi has been the definition of clutch for the 
Wolves this season and should see a good amount of starts 
once he returns from injury. What has always stood out 
about Makiniemi is his elite athleticism and movement. He’s 
able to get to the other post quickly, denying opponents on 
multiple breakaways and odd man rushes. Makiniemi has 
NHL potential, too. I’m still not convinced he’ll be a starter, 
but right now he looks like a solid 1b option, sort of like what 
the Hurricanes have with Raanta.  

I’ll be interested to see how the situation in net in Chicago 
unfolds over the coming months. The Wolves now have 
three goalies on their roster with LaFontaine getting sent 
down earlier this week. He should get some starts in the AHL 
to get acclimated to the pros, something that should have 
happened in the first place. Alex Lyon is a capable AHL 
goaltender, and if LaFontaine looks comfortable in the AHL, 
it’ll make for a fascinating battle between the three goalies.  

Jackson Blake 

The Hurricanes tend to take at least one or two prep school 
players per draft. The US high school system is a bit of a wild 
card since the level of competition varies and most players 
are raw projects that will take four or more years to mature. 
Still, it’s always a good bet because you can let those 
players develop in college without having a need to rush 
them into the pros at 20 like you do with CHL players. Blake 
arguably had the highest amount of skill with the puck out of 
all of the Hurricanes’ 2021 draft class and has showcased 
those skills in the USHL this season.  

He was the first player to reach 50 points and currently sits 
second in scoring in the USHL behind ‘02 forward Stephen 
Halliday. What makes Blake so dangerous is how deceptive 
he is with his eyes. He can lead defenders into thinking that 
he’ll make a pass one way and then find an open area of ice 

to create a scoring chance. Blake sees the ice better than 
most players in the USHL and can exploit the tiniest 
breakdowns in coverage.  

Blake’s USHL production is encouraging, but there’s still a 
long way to go. The USHL is a step up from high school 
hockey but it’ll take much more to be productive at the NCAA 
level. Luckily, Blake is headed to the University of North 
Dakota, a program that consistently produces NHL 
prospects. He’ll get his opportunity to shine there while also 
working on his play without the puck. Given time, Blake could 
be one of the most exciting players in the pipeline. 

Massimo Rizzo 

Rizzo went under a lot of people’s radars and was one of the 
last players selected in the 2019 draft. Injuries kept him out 
of the lineup often in the BCHL, so by the time he was ready 
to start school at the University of Denver, he wasn’t talked 
about as much. Rizzo currently sits at 24 points in 20 games, 
with a vast majority of his points coming from the middle of 
the ice. He gets pucks to the middle, something that you 
need to do in order to make it in the NHL, and his creativity 
with the puck on his stick makes him a tricky forward to 
defend. Rizzo’s puck skills have always stood out, and I’ve 
noticed that he can create more space for himself by 
managing to deke around defenders. He’s currently the 
number two center behind Carter Savoie in Denver and has 
made an impact both at even strength and on the power play 
this season.  

This is a player with NHL skill and another example of how 
picking players with a longer development track can work out 
in a team’s favor. Yes, Rizzo had injury concerns and some 
raw skill, but now that those injuries are behind him, we’re 
seeing what type of player he can be. Had he been drafted 
from the CHL, it’s not likely that the Hurricanes would have 
signed him. Rizzo is getting a chance to shine in the NCAA 
and is playing on one of the top teams in the nation as a 
freshman. Next season, we should see a more comfortable 
player and an increase in production. I’ve been pleasantly 
surprised with how Rizzo has adjusted to the NCAA after not 
playing last season and playing very little the season prior. 

Other News 

 Alexander Nikishin has made Russia’s 25-man 
roster for the Beijing Olympics. He is the highest 
scoring U23 defender in Russia this season and 
should see some minutes against some of the top 
players from around the world. 

 Suzuki has been out with an undisclosed lower 
body injury since Chicago’s fifth game of the 
season, so it’s great to see him practicing again. It’s 
possible that he plays for the Wolves before this is 
published, which would be amazing. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Stepan, Svechnikov, Andersen on shootout win over Ottawa 

By Ryan Henkel and Alec Sawyer   

It’s always good to get two points.  

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Ottawa Senators in a 
shootout Thursday night, the Canes’ first of the season, with 
Frederik Andersen stepping up to turn away all three Ottawa 
attempts. Andrei Svechnikov netted the lone goal in the 
shootout.  

The Canes and Senators entered overtime tied at 2-2, with 
an early second-period goal from Derek Stepan and a late 
third-period game-tying goal from Nino Niederreiter providing 
the offense for Carolina.  

Following the shootout win, Canes’ head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Stepan, Svechnikov and Andersen spoke with 
media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On generating energy in an empty building: You don’t want 
to make excuses, but it’s tough playing a game when it feels 
like practice with the environment. Especially when we’re 
used to the electricity of a full building. Same for both teams, 
but it was obvious that it was a big factor in the game. 
Obviously, Freddie was the difference in the game and came 
up huge a lot and allowed us to stay in their and finally get 
the tie and have the chance to win in overtime. 

On Frederik Andersen’s play: You’re going to need that over 
the course of a season. Your team plays against a team 
that’s on it — and you've got to give the other team credit. 
They were good tonight — but he allowed us to hang in 
there. They got two flukey goals really, so nothing got by him 
tonight in my opinion.  

On getting back home: I think there’s not a lot we’re going to 
take out of this game. We kind of talked about it already, but 
we’re going to move on and get ready for the weekend. 
Obviously we want to have a good performance in front of 
our fans. 

On deciding the shootout order: There’s a few guys we know 
we’re going to use and you can pretty much guess who 
those are. But we only had to use two. When your goalie is 
stopping them all, it makes it a lot easier. 

On the growth of Andrei Svechnikov’s game: I think I’ve 
talked a lot about him, but it’s just his maturity as a person. 
It’s reflected in his game. We’ve had a couple of games in 
the last four or five where he’s made a saving play by his 
hustle. Going full out all the way back. That doesn’t 
necessarily translate into a point, but it surely saves one. 
That’s just his knowledge of the game now and his 
understanding that that’s how you have to play if you want to 
win. 

On Ethan Bear’s play: I thought he made a couple of nice 
plays. He didn’t look like he had been out for a long time. I’m 
sure his timing was off, especially coming into a game like 
this where it almost feels like a practice out there, so I’m sure 
that wasn’t easy for him. But I thought he was good. 

Derek Stepan 

On if the puck was bouncing and on the importance of 
getting to the front of the net when that is the case: Yeah, I 
feel like as the season goes on those are how the goals get 
scored in the second half. Tonight it was no different. 

On Ottawa getting going and getting back into the game: As 
we go on through this year, I feel like you’re going to see 
more teams really defend extremely hard. You’ve got to be 
able play that game, and you’ve got to be a little bit 
comfortable playing defense tonight. Obviously the difference 
maker, in my opinion, was [Andersen]. He’s been big for us 
all year.  

On if it was hard to generate energy back in an empty rink: 
Obviously it’s tough to play in buildings that are empty. We 
have to find ways to generate it. It may be tough, but we’ve 
got to find a way to push through it and build your own 
energy. Overall, anytime you win you don’t critique it. I 
thought we played a strong enough game to get two points, 
and that was the case tonight. I thought we did a fairly good 
job of generating that energy. 

Andrei Svechnikov 

On just being happy to get out with two points with the 
atmosphere and ice conditions: Of course we are happy. It 
was a big two points for us. Obviously the fans weren’t there 
and the ice wasn’t great, too. I feel they played and battled 
us all night. It was a hard game, and we’re happy to get 
those two points for sure.  

On what he feels when he gets a chance in the shootout: 
Yeah, I was very calm. I was very calm and confident. When 
you feel a little bit shaky, then obviously you’re not going to 
score. So I was very confident and calm, and I knew what I 
was doing. At first I thought I was going to go five-hole, but 
once [Vincent Trocheck] went five-hole and he was sitting 
very low, I tried to go low blocker, and it was a good try. 

On how big Andersen has been for the Canes: Huge. He’s 
been doing so many saves for us. Obviously he’s a 
superstar. He’s just huge. He makes saves. He’s staying 
very calm, as well. He’s a star of our team, for sure.  

Frederik Andersen 

On how good of a feeling it is to put in a performance like 
that and kind of hold the team together: Both teams had 
good periods of the game. So, obviously it’s nice to get out 
ahead and then tie it up late. That was a good goal by Nino. 
We came out, even though they scored early in the third, we 
came out and played really well and pushed them and tried 
the whole period to tie it up. Fortunately it worked out. It was 
a nice win, of course.  

On what he thinks of shootouts: I like when we win them. 
That’s obviously fun. When I watch hockey games that go to 
shootouts, I like watching overtime. The 3-on-3, I think it’s 
really entertaining. It’s almost like a let down, a lot of times, 
especially with the first minutes when the chances aren’t 
really open, it finally starts opening up and teams are 
generating chances. That’s where I think overtime is really 
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exciting. But you can’t play forever, so I get it in the regular 
season. You can’t have it both ways.  

On his mindset with shootouts: I try not to think too much. I 
think it’s important to keep the reaction and my instincts. My 

movements get slower if I start thinking too much. Guys are 
too skilled. They can make you look pretty silly. If you’re 
expecting one thing, they can easily do something else. I just 
try to match their speed and do my best. I just have fun with 
it and try to react to what they’re trying to do.  

 

Canes bookend Senators, escape with shootout win 

By Ryan Henkel  

Winning fixes everything. 

Or at the very least, it makes the rougher parts of your game 
seem not that bad. 

So instead of having to worry about an uncharacteristically 
lackluster performance from the top-six and being outshot 
39-29 by the third worst team in the league, the Carolina 
Hurricanes will be able to fly back home happy and two 
points richer thanks to a 3-2 shootout win. 

To be fair, it was certainly a strange game, with no fans 
being able to attend due to Canada’s new COVID-19 
protocols and coupled with some of the worst ice conditions 
all season. 

The energy levels were noticeably lower and the ice was just 
brutal all night, with the puck bouncing every which way but 
straight, but both teams play under the same conditions so 
you can’t complain too much. 

The first period was actually pretty good for Carolina, with 
the Hurricanes actually looking like they should against the 
30th place team that was missing their top two forwards — 
Drake Batherson having sustained an ankle injury in 
Ottawa’s last game and Josh Norris leaving in the first period 
of this game — but the brutal ice conditions prevented 
Carolina from generating anything too dangerous. 

They actually found a winning formula early into the second 
period, which was simply: Putting pucks on net.  

Yep. That simple. 

Brady Skjei collected a puck at the blueline and elected to 
just shoot it towards the net while Derek Stepan and Steven 
Lorentz were providing some net-front presence. Stepan got 
his stick on it and he deflected it in past Matt Murray.  

It was the formula they should have replicated all night. 

Instead the Canes kept trying to force passes and make 
plays while the puck simply bounced around the ice like a 
basketball, jumping sticks and getting turned over. 

Nobody was more impacted by the conditions than the 
Hurricanes’ top line who got buried most of the night, with 
just a 35.29 CF% and a goal against.  

So naturally, Ottawa found success implementing a 
simplified game, being physical and putting pucks on net, 
and low and behold, they found themselves up 2-1 late into 
the third. 

But what separates a good team and bad team is that a good 
team is never out of a game.  

Thanks to the elite play of Frederik Andersen — the only two 
goals against him were a redirect from his own defensemen 
and a redirect off an opponents’ heel — the Canes were only 
trailing by a goal with under five to play. 

This is when they decided to get back into the game and 
actually start generating offense again. And what would you 
know, the Hurricanes found an equalizer with Jaccob Slavin 
throwing a puck to the net and Nino Niederreiter being at the 
net and able to find the loose puck in the crease.  

The winning formula.  

The Canes tied it up and took the game to overtime, but 
nothing was settled there, so Carolina went to its first 
shootout of the season. There, Andersen turned aside all 
three Ottawa shooters and Andrei Svechnikov scored the 
lone goal to cap off the Hurricanes’ comeback effort. 

So because of that, they’ll be able to just put this unusual 
game in the rear-view and move on to their next challenge: 
Whalers Night at PNC Arena on Saturday at 7 p.m. against 
the New Jersey Devils. 
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Canes survive Senators in first shootout of season  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes braved some poor ice conditions in 
an empty Canadian Tire Centre on Thursday, Jan. 27 to take 
down the Ottawa Senators 3-2 in a shootout. Goaltender 
Frederik Andersen continued to assert himself as one of the 
NHL’s premier netminders, holding the Senators to two goals 
on 39 shots plus three saves in the shootout. 

The lack of fans seemed to affect the Canes (29-9-2) 
throughout the night as they lacked the intensity that fans 
have grown accustomed to witnessing in PNC Arena. The 
Senators (13-20-4), on the other hand, took advantage of 
some uninspired play by the Canes, outshooting them 39-29 
and 32-14 after the first intermission. 

“It's tough to play in buildings that are empty,” said center 
Derek Stepan. “But you have to find ways to generate it. It 
may be tough, but as a group, somehow you got to find a 
way to push through it and build your own energy.” 

With the puck skittering around on the ice in often 
unpredictable fashion, Andersen factored heavily into the 
Carolina victory, stopping shot after shot with his skaters 
struggling to win possession of the puck and boot the 
Senators out of the Canes defensive zone. 

“You’re going to need that over the course of a season,” said 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “Your team plays against a 
team that’s on it — and you've got to give the other team 
credit. They were good tonight — but he allowed us to hang 
in there.” 

After an uneventful first period, the Hurricanes drew first 
blood with a shot by defenseman Brady Skjei getting 
redirected into the net by Stepan early in the second period. 
The lead didn’t last long, however, as Nick Paul pulled 
Ottawa back to even footing only two minutes later. A long-
range shot by Paul deflected off DeAngelo and Andersen 
could not quite make the adjustment in time. 

Go the front of the net and good things happen!Thomas 
Chabot gets caught watching what Skjei is going to do with 
the puck out high, the veteran forward sneaks behind him 

and gets the attempt to change directions past Murray. 
pic.twitter.com/3tHsA83pEA 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) January 28, 2022 

Alex Formenton threatened to spoil Carolina’s night with a 
goal early in the third, and with the Canes still struggling to 
adjust to the on-ice conditions, it looked like they might drop 
two crucial points in the Metropolitan divisional race with the 
New York Rangers and the Pittsburgh Penguins to an 
Ottawa team that they should easily beat on paper. 

The Hurricanes rallied in the nick of time to force an overtime 
period as Matt Murray lost his grip on what was at first a 
save, and right wing Nino Niederreiter jumped on the loose 
puck and buried the game-tying goal. 

If not for Andersen’s stellar play, Carolina might have 
dropped a point in overtime as well. With under two minutes 
left in the overtime period, Brady Tkachuk had a breakaway 
chance nearly one on one with Andersen. Right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov skated back just in time to rattle Tkachuk a bit, 
but Andersen still had to make a sprawling pad save to keep 
his team in it. 

Freddie slammed the door when we needed it most   
pic.twitter.com/9NkI0qPgqB 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 28, 2022 

Andersen stood tall in the shootout as well, stifling Tyler 
Ennis, Tim Stützle and Tkachuk to deny Ottawa any chance 
of coming away with a win. After center Vincent Trocheck 
failed to convert on his shot, Svechnikov beat Murray to set 
up the game-winning save on Tkachuk. 

“At first I thought I was going to go five-hole,” Svechnikov 
said. “But once Trochy went five-hole and he was sitting very 
low, I tried to go low blocker, and it was a good try.” 

The Hurricanes will return to Raleigh for a revenge matchup 
on Saturday, Jan. 29 against the New Jersey Devils, who 
thrashed the Canes 7-4 in their last meeting. Puck drops in 
PNC Arena at 7 p.m. 
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Gameday: The Big Three 

GRAND RAPIDS GRIFFINS (15-13-5-2) 
AT CHICAGO WOLVES (24-7-4-1) 

Friday, Jan. 28 | 7 p.m. | Allstate Arena  
 

THE BIG THREE 

Objectively and subjectively, the Chicago Wolves boast the 
best line in the American Hockey League. Center Andrew 
Poturalski (who leads the league with 20 goals and 49 
points), right wing Stefan Noesen and left wing CJ Smith all 
rank among the top six scorers in the AHL. 

The trio, which has played on the same line for roughly 
three-fourths of the team’s games this season, has combined 
for 50 goals and 73 assists in 96 man-games. Who wouldn’t 
want these three guys on their side and on the ice as much 
as possible? 

But here’s the catch: The Wolves get so much production 
from their top line that they haven’t necessarily needed as 
much production from the rest of the team in order to rise to 
the top of the Central Division and the Western Conference. 
But head coach Ryan Warsofsky and his staff are actively 
seeking ways to find more scoring sources. 

Using Wednesday’s lineup as an example, the Wolves’ top 
line of Smith, Poturalski and Noesen entered the game 
against the Texas Stars with 49 goals and 72 assists. The 
other nine forwards owned a total of 39 goals and 52 assists 
while the six defensemen had a total of 14 goals and 48 
assists. That meant 48 percent of their goals and 42 percent 
of their assists came from three of their 18 skaters. 

Poturalski opened the scoring Wednesday with a goal set up 
by Smith and defenseman Max Lajoie, but the Wolves didn’t 
get anything else out of their 37 shots as Texas snuck out 
with a 2-1 OT win. 

“There are other ways we can score,” Warsofsky said. 
“There are ways we can create our own confusion in the 
offensive zone to create some more scoring opportunities.” 

The Wolves also could benefit from injured forwards getting 
back on the ice. Ryan Suzuki, the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2020 
first-round pick, posted 1 goal and 2 assists in his first four 
games but has been out since Oct. 29. Center Spencer 
Smallman (4 goals, 7 assists) has missed six of the last 
seven games. 

HEALTHCARE HEROES JERSEY SECRETS 

The Wolves debut their exclusive Healthcare Heroes jerseys, 
presented by Turtle Wax, with tonight’s game. The team will 

wear them tonight and Saturday, then all of the jerseys will 
be autographed and distributed to the winners of the bid and 
silent auctions that are underway online and in Allstate 
Arena. Fans don’t have to attend this weekend’s games to 
try to win these jerseys. To learn how to bid, click here. 

The jersey, created by Wolves graphic designer Troy 
Mueller, is teal as an homage to health care workers’ scrubs. 
The center crest features the Wolves logo with the Star of 
Life (for emergency services) as well as references to 20 
different medical professions. The shoulder patches and the 
jersey striping also have special meaning. 

we are the wolves 

Twenty-eight years ago today, the Chicago Wolves 
introduced themselves to the world. Don Levin, Buddy 
Meyers and Grant Mulvey hosted a news conference at the 
then-Rosemont Horizon to reveal the expansion Wolves will 
join the International Hockey League for the 1994-95 season 
and deliver a team focused on the fans — with ticket prices 
averaging $11. 

On July 14, the Wolves introduced Gene Ubriaco as the 
team’s first coach/asst. general manager. On July 15, Kevin 
MacDonald became the first player to sign. On Sept. 13, they 
signed Chicago favorite Al Secord. And on Oct. 14, the 
Wolves hosted a sellout crowd of 16,623 that enjoyed a 4-2 
win over the Detroit Vipers. 

LAST TWO GAMES 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 26: TEXAS 2, (AT) CHICAGO 1 (OT) 

 The Wolves outshot the Stars 37-17 (just two shy of 
tying the team record for fewest Shots Against), but 
Rhett Gardner scored 2:58 into overtime to give 
Texas the extra point. 

 Captain Andrew Poturalski scored his league-
leading 20th goal in the first period as forward CJ 
Smith and defenseman Max Lajoie earned the 
assists. 

 Goaltender Jack LaFontaine posted 15 saves in his 
Wolves debut. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 23: (AT) MANITOBA 3, CHICAGO 1 

 Converted defenseman Nelson Nogier scored two 
goals in the third period — including an empty-net 
goal with 18 seconds to go — as the Moose rallied 
to win at Canada Life Centre. 
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 Forward David Cotton scored in the first period with 
assists from defenseman Josh Jacobs and center 
Maxim Letunov as the Wolves outshot the Moose 
41-23. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon stopped 20 of 22 shots. 

By the numbers 

2: As a way to express the organization’s gratitude to health 
care workers for their dedication to everyone’s health and 
safety throughout the pandemic, the Wolves offered all 
health care workers two free tickets to any of this week’s 
three home games. Thousands have taken advantage of this 
opportunity, many of whom elected to attend Saturday’s 
game versus Rockford. 

7: Rookie Jack LaFontaine, who turned pro Jan. 9, made his 
Wolves and AHL debut Wednesday night and allowed just 2 
goals in nearly 63 minutes. He became the seventh 
goaltender to play for the Wolves, which sets the franchise 
record for most in a season. The Wolves have used five 
goalies in the last nine games (in order): Michael Lackey, 
Daniel Mannella, Alex Lyon, Dylan Wells and LaFontaine. 

15: The Olympics men’s hockey tournament begins Feb. 9 in 
Beijing and the Wolves will be well-represented with 15 
former players listed on the active 25-man rosters: forward 
Tyler Wong and defenseman Jake Chelios (China); 
defenseman Konrad Abeltshauser (Germany), forward 
Sergey Andronov (Russian Olympic Committee), forwards 
Daniel Carr, Adam Cracknell, Landon Ferraro and Eric O’Dell 
and goaltender Edward Pasquale (Canada), forward Kenny 
Agostino and defenseman David Warsofsky (USA), forward 
Tomas Hyka (Czech Republic), defenseman Petteri 
Lindbohm (Finland) and forward Nicklas Jensen (Denmark). 

22: The Wolves’ penalty kill units have defused opponents’ 
last 22 power plays dating back to the 9:44 mark of second 
period of their Jan. 9 home win over Cleveland, which means 
it has been 455 minutes and 48 seconds since the last time 
Chicago allowed a power-play goal. This streak of excellence 
has enabled the Wolves to leap from 24th place into a tie for 
sixth with Laval in the AHL’s penalty-kill rankings with an 
83.3 percent kill rate. 

35.22: The Wolves’ single-season record for shots per game 
was set by the 1998-99 squad with 34.65 per outing. That led 
the 16-team International Hockey League that season — and 
marks the only time in the Wolves’ first 27 years they led 

their league in shots per game. This year’s crew has a 
chance to break the team record AND become the second in 
franchise annals to lead the league. The Wolves average 
35.22 shots per game, which owns first in the 31-team AHL 
with Colorado (34.26) the nearest pursuer. 

44: It’s dangerous to try to project full-season totals when a 
team is just short of the halfway point of a 76-game season, 
but here we are. Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski leads the 
league with 20 goals in just 33 games this season, which is 
the fastest pace the Wolves have seen in years. if Poturalski 
maintains this .606 goals-per-game pace the rest of the 
season and has the good fortune to play in the Wolves’ 40 
remaining games, then he’s scheduled to finish with 44 
goals. No Wolves player has scored that many in an AHL 
season since Brett Sterling stacked up a league-leading 55 
goals on his way to Rookie of the Year honors in 2006-07. 

417: Since the Wolves played their first game on Oct. 1, 
1994, a total of 720 players have suited up for Chicago. 
Goaltender Jack LaFontaine became No. 720 when he made 
his Wolves debut Wednesday, but he also became the 417th 
player to compete for the Wolves and in the greatest league 
in the world. Put another way, 57.9 percent of all Wolves 
have played in the NHL. 

NEXT FIVE GAMES 

Saturday, 
Jan. 29 

vs. 
Rockford 

7 p.m. Allstate Arena My50 

Friday, Feb. 
4 

at 
Milwaukee 

7 p.m. Panther Arena AHLTV 

Saturday, 
Feb. 5 

at 
Milwaukee 

6 p.m. Panther Arena AHLTV 

Tuesday, 
Feb. 8 

at 
Cleveland 

6 p.m. 
Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse 

AHLTV 

Friday, Feb. 
11 

at Rockford 7 p.m. MetroCentre AHLTV 

  

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257789213.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/category-5-hurricanes-vs-senators-equals-svechnikov-vs-tkachuk/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/01/andersen-carries-hurricanes-to-shootout-win-in-ottawa/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-senators/c-330213268 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-andersen-phenomenal-as-canes-take-shootout-win-in-ottawa/c-330265364 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-ottawa-senators-game-recap/c-330166528 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-ontario-canada-41e9f02cf163a84e8c1ae4b187cd99b6 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-jersey-north-carolina-hockey-1274937e09b24c61b496c4703696c55e 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/nhl-power-rankings-first-half-happy-sad-surprises-edition/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/27/22903119/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-rizzo-blake-makiniemi 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/27/22905705/they-said-it-brindamour-stepan-svechnikov-andersen-on-shootout-win-over-ottawa-carolina-

hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/27/22905773/carolina-hurricanes-bookend-ottawa-senators-escape-with-shootout-win-andersen-svechnikov 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-survive-senators-in-first-shootout-of-season/article_12904fda-7fed-11ec-b8b8-6b35c0e88e6d.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/28/gameday-the-big-three/ 
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Canes survive their first shootout test, take down the Senators on the 
road in Ottawa 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It took 40 games but the Carolina Hurricanes finally were involved in a 
shootout. They also won it, beating the Ottawa Senators 3-2 at an empty 
Canadian Tire Centre on Thursday. 

Andrei Svechnikov had the only shootout goal as Canes goalie Frederik 
Andersen stopped all three Ottawa shooters. Andersen had 37 saves in 
the game as the Canes got goals from Derek Stepan in the second 
period and Nino Niederreiter late in the third in the comeback win. 

Svechnikov, up second for Carolina in the shootout, beat goalie Matt 
Murray with a forehand to the blocker side for the fourth game-deciding 
shootout goal of his career. It was the Canes’ first shootout in 56 games. 

The Canes (29-9-2) moved back into first place in the Metropolitan 
Division. Carolina, Pittsburgh and the New York Rangers all have 60 
points but the Canes have games-in-hand on both the Penguins and 
Rangers. 

Five takeaways: 

▪ It was a grinding game, with more gritty defensive stops than slick 
offensive plays. It was 0-0 after the first period and 1-1 after 40 minutes 

with both teams getting sticks on pucks in the defensive zones and 
minimizing high-danger chances. 

The Sens’ goals both came on redirections -- the first by Canes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who tried to block a Nick Paul shot in the 
first period. The Sens took a 2-1 lead in the third on a redirect by Alex 
Formenton with 14:10 left in regulation. 

For the Canes, Sebastian Aho’s line was kept in check and had a quiet 
game. The Canes’ third and fourth lines were the more effective, playing 
a heavy game. Stepan scored in the second and Niederreiter’s goal, on a 
scramble in front of the net, tied it 2-2 with 3:22 left regulation. 

Andersen stopped seven Ottawa shots after Formenton’s goal until 
Niederreiter tied it, and had three saves in the overtime,denying Brady 
Tkachuk on a breakaway. The shootout win was his first since Nov. 2, 
2019, with Toronto. 

“Freddie was the difference in the game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “He came up huge a lot and allowed us to hang in there, to get the 
tie and a chance to win it.” 

▪ Andrei Svechnikov is a strong player who likes a physical style of game 
and doesn’t avoid collisions. As the Canes forward said Thursday 
morning, “I don’t ever try to go and just kill somebody, but when I have to 
do that I will do that.” 

That is, hit somebody, hard. Svechnikov did that Thursday and it cost the 
Sens one of their best players. Svechnikov and Josh Norris collided as 
they fought for a puck in the opening period, Svechnikov claiming the 
puck and Norris tumbling into the boards. 

Norris, who had the winning goal against Carolina in the Dec. 2 game in 
Raleigh, left with an upper-body injury and did not return. The Senators 
(13-20-4) lost their leading scorer, forward Drake Batherson, to a high-
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ankle sprain Tuesday against Buffalo when Batherson was knocked into 
the end boards by Sabres goalie Aaron Dell. 

▪ The sight of an empty Canadian Tire Centre was a reminder of all that 
has occurred the past two years with the pandemic. The Ottawa 
attendance restrictions will be changed later this month but the Sens had 
no fans in the stands Thursday for the third straight home game. 

It was an eerie flashback to the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs and the 
games in the empty arenas in Toronto and Edmonton, or the early 
season games in 2021 before the pandemic restrictions were eased and 
the fans finally returned. 

▪ Maybe it was the empty house but the Canes didn’t have the same 
jump or energy much of the game Thursday they did at home Tuesday 
against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

“It’s tough playing a game when it feels like it’s practice, with the 
environment,” Brind’Amour said. “Especially when we’re now getting 
used to the electricity of the (full) buildings. It was the same for both 
teams but it was obvious it was a factor in the game.” 

The Canes’ fourth line produced the first goal of the game. Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi first kept the Sens from clearing the puck, allowing Brady 
Skjei to get off a shot that Stepan redirected. 

“Overall, any time you win you don’t critique it,” Stepan said. “I thought 
we played a strong enough game to win and get two points.” 

▪ Tony DeAngelo had the right idea but went about it in the wrong way. 
The Canes defenseman attempted to block an outside shot by the Sens’ 
Paul but did it by sticking out his left leg. 

DeAngelo got a piece of the puck with his leg, only to redirect it past 
Andersen on the blocker side for a 1-1 tie. Andersen had 19 saves in the 
second period as the Sens outshot the Canes 20-6 -- Ottawa had a 39-
29 shooting edge in the game. 

This story was originally  

Published January 27, 2022 9:55 PM. 

News Observer LOADED: 01.28.2022 
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John Klingberg trade packages: What could Bruins, Hurricanes, 
Panthers, Predators and Leafs offer the Stars? 

 

Corey Pronman, Saad Yousuf 

 

Just over two weeks removed from John Klingberg expressing his 
frustration with contract negotiations and less than two months away 
from the trade deadline, things continue to hang in the balance for the 
Stars defenseman and his team. 

At the beginning of this season, Stars general manager Jim Nill 
expressed interest in extending Klingberg, who was a fifth-round 
selection by the team in 2010 and has played his entire eight-year NHL 
career in Dallas. The last seven years of Klingberg’s career have come 
on a contract that paid him $4.25 million AAV, a bargain for the 
production he’s provided the Stars and his role as a top-pairing 
defenseman and the quarterback of the top power-play unit. 

The Stars, however, have already invested heavily along the blue line — 
both financially with Miro Heiskanen, Esa Lindell and Ryan Suter, and in 
draft capital with Thomas Harley. Now dealing with a flat cap, they have 
to be more diligent in allocating a fourth big contract to an aging 
defenseman, especially with promising young forwards soon to be due 
for big extensions. 

From Klingberg’s perspective, he’s 29 years old and is staring at his one 
big opportunity to cash out in his playing career. The two sides haven’t 
closed the book on working towards an extension that would keep 
Klingberg in Dallas, but Klingberg and his agent have been given the 
freedom to explore trade options, so a move in the coming weeks would 
not be surprising. 

The Athletic’s resident prospect guru Corey Pronman teamed up with 
Stars beat writer Saad Yousuf to explore potential deals for Klingberg. 
We also invited a former NHL front office executive to offer thoughts on 
the proposed trade packages. 

The two trade proposals we focused on for a comparable were the Jacob 
Trouba deal from Winnipeg to the Rangers and Justin Faulk moving from 
Carolina to St. Louis. No two trades are identical, of course. Klingberg’s 
stock is higher now than Faulk’s was at the time, and Trouba had an 
extra year of control as a pending RFA. NHL sources believe Dallas’ 
return will probably be closer to the Trouba haul, which was a first-round 
pick and Neal Pionk. Thus we will try to model proposals to include a 
quality, young NHL player and an A-grade future asset. 

Boston Bruins 

Potential trade package: LW Jake DeBrusk and Boston’s 2022 first-round 
pick. 

Pronman’s thoughts: DeBrusk is a useful top-nine forward with good skill, 
hockey sense and scoring ability who competes well enough even 
though he’s not an amazing skater. His deal is up at the end of the 
season, but he has a few years left of control. He would be analogous to 
Pionk. The first-round pick by Boston will likely be in the 20s. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: DeBrusk and the Bruins are at crossroads. DeBrusk, 
through his agent, has requested a trade, and his departure from Boston 
feels imminent. Though DeBrusk is a forward and Klingberg a 
defenseman, the Bruins would be getting a player who can help the 
offense while slotting in the top four on the depth chart. Meanwhile, the 
Stars would get a middle-six forward with some top-six potential who is a 
pending restricted free agent. With Joe Pavelski and Alexander Radulov 
pending unrestricted free agents, and the latter especially unlikely to 
return, the Stars would be in the market for a player like DeBrusk this 
summer anyway. This gives them more control over that situation at an 
affordable price, not to mention the accompanying draft pick. A pending 
restricted free agent, DeBrusk’s qualifying offer will be $4.41 million. 
Along with being cheaper in the present, DeBrusk will be 26 years old 
when next season begins, whereas Klingberg will be 30. 

Front office perspective: Over the prior two seasons, DeBrusk’s boxcars 
are 11-16-27 in 74 games (which will depress his value in the eyes of 
some clubs) and his QO/projected arb number is higher than some might 
like, particularly amid a flat cap environment (a contrast with Klingberg, 
whose value exceeds his cap hit). That said, I think there is some upside 
that, like Sam Bennett, he raises his game in a greater role elsewhere. 
Style-wise, they’re not entirely dissimilar. 

It’s not a home run, and there are lots of comps to make Dallas feel OK 
about it, but I bet there’s a better package out there. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Potential trade package: RW Jesper Fast, C Ryan Suzuki and RW Ville 
Koivunen. 

Pronman’s thoughts: There isn’t a relatively young player with cost 
control years on the Hurricanes’ roster who makes a lot of sense for this 
trade, with the options being too good, not good enough or too expensive 
in the case of Jesperi Kotkaniemi. Fast is a useful player at age 30 who 
is signed for another season, but we’re adding in two good futures into 
this deal given that the first piece doesn’t really provide what Dallas 
would want. Suzuki and Koivunen are strong prospects but not top-end 
ones. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: The Hurricanes have been the team most publicly 
associated with Klingberg trade rumors so there seems to be real interest 
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here already. Acquiring Fast for the remainder of this season and then at 
just $2 million for next season is good business for the Stars, considering 
the statuses of not just Pavelski and Radulov but also Michael Raffl, who 
has played a top-nine role for the Stars this season. In Suzuki and 
Koivunen, the Stars get back two prospects who were recent first- and 
second-round picks, in 2019 and 2021, respectively. They may not be 
top-end prospects, but the Stars have organizational depth at forward 
with risers like Mavrik Bourque, Wyatt Johnston and Logan Stankoven, 
so Suzuki and Koivunen panning out to be decent players on cheap 
contracts would be beneficial for the Stars — especially as their timeline 
to rise in the NHL lines up with some of Dallas’ older forwards’ contracts 
running out. 

Front office perspective: I like Jesper Fast. But I like him more in the 
sense of, “Here’s a guy who’d be a great cost-efficient UFA signing that 
can play in a few different spots and won’t hurt you,” versus “I didn’t like 
this proposal for our top pair D but then they threw in Jesper Fast.” I’ll 
defer to Corey on prospect evals here, but Dallas would be better off 
pursuing one borderline A prospect instead of two clear Bs and a depth 
forward. 

I think the Stars can do better than this, and I also think that given their 
window to win, their loss of a top D last summer and their Finnish army of 
players, the Canes can and should pay more here if they want Klingberg. 

Florida Panthers 

Potential trade package: RW Owen Tippett and a 2023 first-round pick. 

Pronman’s thoughts: Tippett is a strong young player, but he makes a lot 
of sense to use as a trade asset given the strength of Florida’s team, 
especially given their depth up front. Florida doesn’t have a first-round 
pick in 2022 and I’m skeptical they would want to use their recent first, 
Mackie Samoskevich, given he has looked good this year, so I would 
project a future first-rounder as the main prospect asset they use in a 
deal. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: Tippett is a 22-year-old forward on an expiring entry-
level contract but still has a few years of control. Tippett, the 10th 
selection in the 2017 draft, has already shown that he has a decent floor 
and looks to have upside as he continues to develop. With the Stars 
having to contend with bigger deals for Jason Robertson and Roope 
Hintz, a talented forward like Denis Gurianov could be left on the outside 
looking in. The Stars have promising talent for the future but would need 
some younger talent to be ready to step up in the present as well. 

Front office perspective: There’s lots of potential here for Dallas because 
it’s clear Florida is going to be all-in at this deadline, specifically to 
upgrade their D. Reports say they’ll target Jakob Chychrun first, which 
makes sense (he has local ties, is younger and is more rugged than 
Klingberg, etc.). This means Klingberg would be a fallback — and the 
next target after him is likely a considerable step down. 

Tippett’s age and contract status fit Dallas’ intermediate-term window to 
win with their “new” and younger core. Whether he has the all-around 
game to be a high-value regular contributor is still uncertain – I don’t think 
he’s proven that yet in the NHL or to the Panthers (who at times have 
him in a fourth-line role). 

A 2023 pick has a bit less value than a 2022 (time value of money, etc.), 
and you’d expect Florida to insist on some protections here (lottery, etc.) 
which would also impact the value proposition on the downside for 
Dallas. 

I do think there’s lots of potential for a deal here. If you topped it up with 
one of the high-upside prospects still in Florida’s cupboards (Denisenko, 
Noel, Hutsko, etc.), I can see it getting done. 

Nashville Predators 

Potential trade package: RW Luke Kunin and RW Luke Evangelista. 

Pronman’s thoughts: Kunin is a competitive, smart forward who has 
some years of control left and can play on both special teams and can 
play in the middle of an NHL lineup. Evangelista is a leading player in the 

OHL right now and would be analogous to a late first-/early second-round 
type of prospect in the draft. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: Kunin’s stock really started to rise last season and the 
24-year-old has continued to show promise this season. He’s also the 
type of player who would add some flavor to the Stars’ crop of forwards, 
being a bit more of a bruiser but also capable of scoring goals, especially 
by Stars standards. Evangelista is having a great season for the London 
Knights in the OHL, leading the team with 54 points. Third on the Knights 
in scoring is the Stars’ 2020 fourth-round pick, Antonio Stranges. 

Front office perspective: Luke Kunin is a Swiss Army knife type player 
with lots of sandpaper (as they say) who can slot in pretty much 
anywhere for any team (sort of like Michael Raffl in his Flyers prime). As 
a sub-20 goal/40-point player under club control, he also won’t break the 
bank any time soon. So yeah, if they’re trading with Nashville, he makes 
sense as a piece, but in a deal for a flagship commodity like Klingberg, 
there’s still a big value gap to bridge. 

If Dallas wants their trade return here to help them win in the next two to 
three years, an asset like Evangelista is preferable to a draft pick 
because he’s further along his development curve. 

All in all, it’s a B+ prospect and a solid two-way forward, which I think falls 
a little short. Luckily, Nashville has an extra third this draft (from L.A.), so 
let’s go ahead and add that in. (Nashville shouldn’t have an issue since 
they very much need all the help they can get if they want to make it past 
Minnesota and Colorado in that division.) 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Potential trade package: RHD Justin Holl, LW Nick Robertson, C Roni 
Hirvonen. 

Pronman’s thoughts: Finding a fit with Toronto is tough due in part to cap 
hits. They also don’t have a young player on their roster who makes 
sense for this deal unless someone like Rasmus Sandin is included. Holl 
is a useful NHL player with a decent cap hit to make the numbers work, 
but we’re adding in two future assets given Holl probably isn’t what 
Dallas wants in this deal. I was tempted initially to make the primary 
young asset collegiate winger Matthew Knies, but I leaned to the human 
interest and uniting the Robertson brothers! Nick’s prospect star has 
faded with scouts in recent years but he’s still a strong prospect, as is 
Hirvonen, but a package likely wouldn’t revolve around just one of them. 

Yousuf’s thoughts: The headliners here would be the young guys. Holl’s 
struggles this season are a reason why Toronto is in this discussion for 
Klingberg in the first place, but it’s not a bad deal for the Stars. Holl, a 
fellow righty like Klingberg, would have another year at $2 million, which 
is manageable money and ideal term. This would allow Miro Heiskanen 
and Esa Lindell to be the top pairing, Ryan Suter and Holl to be another 
pairing and then Thomas Harley and defenseman to form the third 
pairing. Robertson would be a great get for the Stars beyond the 
sentimental value, though that certainly doesn’t hurt given how Jason has 
quickly become a fan favorite in Dallas. Nick has dealt with injuries but 
still has the potential to be a difference-maker. Hirvonen gives the Stars 
depth down the middle, which they can never have enough of. 

Front office perspective: Sandin would give this deal some jam but Kyle 
Dubas isn’t trading away one of his own signature selections, even for a 
difference-maker in Klingberg. Dubas does, however, have a track record 
of doing well by players when it comes to moving them to fitting 
destinations (think Trevor Moore going home to L.A.), so I wouldn’t be 
surprised to see Nick Robertson reunited with his brother one way or 
another if he doesn’t have an opportunity with the Leafs. He has an 
exciting skill set – whether that ends up translating to a better NHL career 
than a Jack Roslovic type remains to be seen. 

I’m not super high on Holl as more than a third-pairing defenseman. With 
Dallas’ core D pieces already in place, I’d prefer they work hard to find a 
“Justin Holl type” in free agency or in a lower-stakes deal. 
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Hirvonen is a high-upside bet given his production in Liiga at both 19 and 
20 but he’s also small at 5-foot-9, which will suppress his market value a 
bit. 

I’d subtract Holl, keep the kids and swap in Toronto’s first. That makes 
more sense to me. 
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All the reasons to be concerned about the Hurricanes, plus the Tony 
DeAngelo question and more: Bag of Jerks 

 

Sara Civian 

 

Good morning folks! How are you doing this week? 

Clearly you’re all feeling inquisitive, with 110 questions posed in the 
latest Hurricanes call for mail. I’ll make you a deal, OK? I’ll answer more 
of them than usual in this edition of Bag of Jerks, but I’m only going to 
touch on the deadline talk — then we’ll get into the nitty-gritty trade talk in 
a separate mailbag in the near future. 

Let’s get straight into this one. 

Note: Some questions are edited for clarity or length. 

Nearly half of the Canes’ losses come to teams — Seattle, Ottawa, 
Columbus, New Jersey — with no chance of making the playoffs. Does 
this team play to the level of its competition, and is this a problem come 
playoff time? — Bill B. 

Bill, I’m seeing a lot of fuss about this everywhere, but (shocker) I’m 
going to tell you not to worry. I think there have been several side effects 
of the past two shortened seasons, and one of them is many of us 
forgetting what a regular, 82-game season, playing all opponents, is like. 
These are all NHL players, after all. Sometimes one team is having the 
worst night of its season while another team is having the best night of its 
season. It’s just probability. 

One thing I learned from Justin Williams is to look out for patterns and 
streaks. This season, the Canes have rarely lost two games in a row, and 
they’ve never lost after they’ve had an objectively bad game. That says 
more to me than four losses in 39 games. 

Lastly, I’ll look at the context. The Seattle loss happened at the end of a 
long West Coast swing, the loss to Columbus happened after a break 
from gameplay where everyone was clearly out of whack, and New 
Jersey was the second part of a back-to-back with a starting goalie who 
had never even played in the AHL. 

I’m not totally writing off these losses, but everyone is giving 100 percent 
effort at all times in the playoffs, there are no back-to-backs or crazy 
travel situations and teams that make the playoffs are generally good. 

I get the need to sign Jack LaFontaine to avoid losing his rights, but can 
you explain why he played over Alex Lyon during Antti Raanta’s injury 
absence? — Blake U. 

It is highly likely that one guaranteed NHL game was part of the 
LaFontaine signing. On top of that, the Canes wanted to see what he had 
in him; you never know. I don’t necessarily think he was in the best 
position to succeed, but that was sort of part of the deal. As it relates to 
Lyon, the Canes simply needed at least one more professional goalie 
signed no matter what. 

Sebastian Aho is the only Hurricane on pace for at least a point per game 
right now. Do you think anyone else could finish the season with a point 
per game or better, and why Svech? — Braxton C. 

Wow, you wrote this question before Aho’s multi-goal game and Andrei 
Svechnikov’s multi-point game Tuesday. Congrats on being extra smart! 

Tony DeAngelo has 33 points in 32 games, too, and I don’t see any signs 
of him slowing down. I believe Aho will maintain pace, and Svechnikov is 
rounding into midseason form with multi-point games in five straight. And, 
oh, would you look at that, that elevated him to a clean 36 points in 36 
games. I’ll toss Teuvo Teravainen into the point per game potential 
conversation as well. He’s got 32 in 38 games and is on the upswing. 

Not exactly a question but would just love your thoughts/take on 
DeAngelo as a whole up to this point, from when the news of his signing 
first broke? Has your opinion changed? Have you gotten a better sense 
of him or gotten to know him in a way that’s given you a new 
perspective? — Robbie T. 

Good question. On the ice, I always expected him to be great offensively, 
but even for that, he’s exceeded my expectations. He’s gotta be the best 
value in the league at $1 million. He’s done exactly what he’s needed to 
do to succeed and contribute to the team. Same goes for his off-ice 
behavior. He’s put his head down and was self-aware in saying he’s 
probably the last person the league wants to hear from. 

Tony DeAngelo was asked if the league needs to change anything with 
the protocols/with the Canes playing two skaters short/etc.: 

"I'm gonna sit this one out, I'm probably the last person they want to hear 
from" 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) December 16, 2021 

By all public accounts, he’s been a good teammate. 

I told you all at the beginning of this that I wouldn’t be jumping to attack 
him. The Canes made the signing, I said my piece, and from there, my 
goal was to fairly cover his on-ice career. I think I’ve done that, for the 
most part, but with the way he’s played recently, he probably deserves 
more of a deep dive in the next few weeks — as does the high-scoring 
defense in general. 

So I haven’t jumped to attack him, but at the same time, I will not jump to 
praise him more than I would any other player. To me, that’s what gets 
lost far too often in this conversation. Being a good teammate is the bare 
minimum. I don’t wax poetic about how, I don’t know, Brady Skjei or 
Teravainen haven’t tweeted anything offensive this season or gotten in a 
fight with teammates or otherwise caused drama. 

I’ll also say I haven’t really “gotten to know him” because the locker 
rooms are closed, which continues to really stink. I’m open to hearing 
about how he’s done something above and beyond in the community. I’m 
open to chatting with him about certain things. Maybe in the future, that 
will happen. 

Has DeAngelo priced himself off the team like Dougie Hamilton did? — 
Mike K. 

To my knowledge, all sides are focused on playing the hockey and the 
playoff race, but it’s going to be interesting in Canesland when the time 
comes to negotiate DeAngelo’s new contract. He’s on pace to end the 
season as a top-five defenseman in the league in terms of points, he 
hasn’t gotten into trouble and his teammates seem to enjoy playing with 
him. I’m sure he’s getting a raise. It’s tough to contextualize what that 
looks like with the Canes because they have so many moving parts. I’d 
imagine we’ll have a better idea of who is staying and who is going after 
the trade deadline, but even then it’s sort of wait-and-see. 

I know there’s still a Cup to win this season, but the offseason has me 
nervous. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Steven Lorentz, DeAngelo and Ethan Bear 
are RFAs with arbitration rights. Martin Necas and now LaFontaine are 
regular RFAs. Nino Niederreiter, Vincent Trocheck, Ian Cole, Derek 
Stepan, Brendan Smith, Josh Leivo, Stefan Noesen, Andrew Poturalski 
and Lyon are UFAs. And there are 10 other guys on two-way contracts 
who are RFAs (most with arbitration rights). That is … a lot. — Andrew R. 
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Exactly, Andrew. I couldn’t look you in the eyes with a straight face and 
tell you I know what’s going to happen, because, like you mentioned, 
most of the focus is on the road to the Cup and the trade deadline. But I 
do think some things might look clearer after the deadline, whether the 
Canes make moves or don’t. We’ll be able to play the puzzle-piece game 
way more after that. Hold tight and enjoy the ride. 

Can Don Waddell get both Niederreiter and Trocheck extended for next 
season? — Mike J. 

To me, it’s contingent on how badly they really want Kotkaniemi and what 
that contract looks like. Is he supposed to be replacing Trocheck? Or 
Jordan Staal down the line? I can’t see a situation where the Canes can 
afford Niederreiter, Trocheck and Kotkaniemi all at once — and I don’t 
see the Canes de-committing from the Kotkaniemi bit. So someone will 
have to take a pay cut if all three are on the roster next season. I don’t 
see it happening. 

How concerned should we be about the lack of point production out of 
Staal? He is also carrying a minus-2. Maybe he hits another gear come 
playoff time? Niederreiter and Jesper Fast have been decently productive 
on that line, but that really hasn’t been reflected in Staal’s offensive 
output. — Rich B. 

Honestly, I’ll be concerned about it the next time the Canes find 
themselves in a scoring drought and no one else is stepping up. It’s nice 
when Staal scores, but it’s not his primary role on the team, so I don’t 
tend to freak out when he goes through droughts — so long as scoring 
isn’t an overarching issue with the team. Obviously, as the captain, he’s 
gotta step up when the team’s slumping, but that hasn’t happened to a 
panic-mode extent yet this season. 

Maybe his assist Tuesday will get things going on the scoring front. 

1) Though the Canes have only lost nine games in regulation and two in 
overtime, they have lost to the Florida Panthers twice. Is this a concern 
given eventual playoff matchups? 2) Which Canes player, in your 
opinion, is the most similar in either style or temperament to Rangoon? 
— Erin M. 

1) So, there were a lot of questions in this mailbag essentially asking 
what to be concerned about. I will set you free: You don’t have to invent 
anything to be concerned about! The Canes are great. I’d say Florida’s a 
bit better — the data reflects that, and the Panthers will pose a huge 
problem (for any team) on the way to the Cup — but we all know 
anything can happen in the playoffs. My advice, and by extension, my 
therapist’s advice, would be not to worry about the problem until it 
happens. For now, the Canes are a top team in the East, and Florida is 
probably the top team in the east. 

2) I would compare my 6-month-old kitten to Seth Jarvis. She is so fast 
and seems to be learning new tricks every day. She is also small. 

Who is a player the fan base is worried about that you’re not concerned 
with? Who is a player the fan base isn’t angsty about (does such a 
Hurricane exist?) that you have concerns for the second half of the 
season? — David Z. 

Ooh, fun question. I’m not worried about Staal, for all the aforementioned 
reasons. 

I am sort of worried about Raanta, and I haven’t seen much worry about 
that in my circles. Will he re-aggravate his injury? Will he elevate his 
performance in the playoffs, if needed? Obviously, the Canes will rely 
heavily on Freddie Andersen, but the backup plan is so, so important. 

Why is Ethan Bear not playing when our defense is clearly struggling? — 
Travis O. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour has been saying for a while that he likes the 
way the defense is playing, and Smith has played some of his best 
Canes games as of late. But Brind’Amour made that comment before 
Tuesday, when some footraces and turnovers from the current defensive 
scheme almost lost the Canes a game. Bear was back in the rotation 

alongside Ian Cole at Wednesday’s practice, so I bet we’ll see him back 
in the lineup come Thursday’s game at Ottawa. 

Who would you most like to see in a Canes uni by the trade deadline and 
why is it Claude Giroux? — Jesse R. 

I love the optimism and the hot take, Jesse, but I’ll be the one to break it 
to you: That ain’t gonna happen. Between the cap hit, whatever the 
Canes would have to give up and the lack of need at that position, that 
really doesn’t make sense. 

I laughed at Andrew R.’s response to you in the forum: “It’s easy. Just get 
the captain of one team to waive his NMC so you can trade for another 
team’s captain, who also has a NMC. Add the relevant mid-level prospect 
or draft pick, and voila!” 

In all seriousness, every year I have a basic idea of a need the Canes 
could plug in at the deadline, but I’m sort of at a loss. I’d think long and 
hard about moving any piece valuable enough to yield a solid return, then 
there’s cap space at the forefront of our worries. We have a whole post 
diving into John Klingberg rumors, and we’ll look at that more with regard 
to the Hurricanes going forward, but to be honest with you, I don’t really 
know if I like the idea. If the Canes could finesse a package like a 
bottom-pairing defenseman, a top prospect and a decent forward for 
Klingberg, I like that. My only concern about the team is the defensive 
depth, but I’m always in the market for a scoring winger at the trade 
deadline. 

For the Canes, though, it’s never been more about the price. It’d be so 
easy to make a mistake and give up the wrong guy. 

Cookout or Bojangles? — Erich K. 

Please don’t exile me but I hate Cookout. The line is always 500 hours 
long, the food is horrible and I am lactose intolerant so I can’t even have 
the milkshakes. I’d rather pay more money for something else every time. 
But I love Bojangles, don’t worry. 

Do you still do the Kotkaniemi deal? — James B. 

Well, James, I wouldn’t have done it to begin with. And that’s no hate at 
all to the player. I think Kotkaniemi is having a lovely season. I could see 
him getting a modest extension and being a solid second- or third-line 
center for the Canes if they let Trocheck walk. 

But that was a lot of money and a lot of pressure. Regardless, the Canes 
did it, and it could’ve gone way worse. 

Is there one individual moment or turning point that you believe made this 
team believe it is a top contender for the Stanley Cup? — Tim B. 

I don’t think you can point to any one moment, but I think Aho growing up 
and growing into such a competitive leader — especially with 
Brind’Amour behind him — comes to mind as a sort of representation of 
this Cup window. Maybe it’s how dejected Aho was after the last playoff 
run; that was definitely something that made me think he can be the star 
to lead the Canes to their next Cup. 
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Devils clipped by Lightning as losing ways continue 

 

Associated Press 3-4 minutes 1/27/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Anthony Cirelli had the tiebreaking goal midway through 
the third after failing to score on a second-period penalty shot, and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning beat the New Jersey Devils 3-2 on Thursday night. 
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Cirelli made it 3-2 off a pass from Brayden Point at 11:55, exactly 1 
minute after Jack Hughes tied it for the Devils. 

Alex Killorn and Mathieu Joseph had the other Lightning goals, and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 31 saves as Tampa Bay improved to 11-1-1 in 
its last 13 home games. 

“They did what they had to do to win the game,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “I thought we played well enough to win this game.” 

New Jersey got a goal and an assist from Damon Severson. Jesper Bratt 
had two assists. 

“They’re the best in the league until someone knocks them off,” Hughes 
said. “They know how to win. We’ll get to that point one day. That’s a 
better hockey team than us but we played a really good game. 
Disappointing we didn’t get two points.” 

Tampa Bay played without right wing Nikita Kucherov, who is in COVID-
19 protocols. Cooper couldn’t say whether Kucherov will return before 
next week’s All-Star break. 

New Jersey’s Jon Gillies, acquired from St. Louis last month, stopped 32 
shots in his seventh game this season and 19th of his career. 

The Devils, who have lost six of seven, are without injured goalies 
Mackenzie Blackwood (left heel) and Jonathan Bernier (season-ending 
right hip surgery). Blackwood was placed on injured reserve Tuesday. 

Joseph put the Lightning up 2-1 on a short-handed rebound goal of his 
own shot with 5:44 left in the second. It came 26 seconds after Gillies 
made a pad save on Cirelli’s penalty shot as Tampa Bay outshot the 
Devils 6-2 while Lightning defenseman Jan Rutta served a 4-minute high-
sticking penalty. 

“Whenever you could kill off a 4-minute power play and Jo gets one there 
too, it’s huge and gives momentum going in the right way,” Cirelli said. 

Killorn tied it at 1 on a power-play rebound goal early in the second. 

Severson gave the Devils a power-play goal in six consecutive games 
when he opened the scoring from the blue line 4:33 into the game. 
Tampa Bay had its stretch of not allowing a power-play goal in seven 
straight games at home end. 

New Jersey nearly took a 2-0 lead midway through the first when Yegor 
Sharangovich’s shot went off Vasilevskiy glove and was swept away from 
goal line by Lightning forward Pierre-Edouard Bellemare. 

Gillies stopped all 18 shots he faced during the first. New Jersey had 12 
shots in the period. 

Vasilevskiy turned aside a right-circle shot from Hughes in the first 
minute of the third. 

“I thought our puck movement was excellent,” New Jersey coach Lindy 
Ruff said. “Speed going up ice, skated really well. There was a lot to like 
inside the game.” 
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Who is the Devils midseason MVP? That and 4 other Devils first-half 
observations 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

With a crushing 5-1 loss to the Dallas Stars, the New Jersey Devils have 
officially hit the midpoint of the 2021-22 season.  

It’s been a tricky year for most teams to navigate given the current 
environment, but through the twist and turns, we’re learning more about 
this iteration of the Devils.  

So, let’s dive into some takeaways from the first half.  

Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt stand out as first-half MVPs 

For the Devils’ rebuild to work, they need Jack Hughes to reach that 
game-breaking potential they saw in him when he was drafted at No. 1. 
While his first season was tough, he progressed in Year 2, and is now 
thriving this season. An injury shortened his year, but his puck-moving 
abilities and offensive creativity have been the difference-maker quite a 
few times since his return. With 10 goals and 24 points in as many 
games, he’s scoring at an impressive 3.19 point per 60 rate. 

But he’s not the only player from New Jersey in the top-50 in scoring 
rate. Jesper Bratt’s a few slots ahead of him with 3.47 points per 60. With 
14 goals and 37 points in 38 games, he leads the team in goals and 
points. His impact goes deeper than just his scoring, as his puck-carrying 
abilities, two-way play, and overall consistency have helped drive the 
team’s play through the first half. 

Power play found its way 

The Devils’ power play struggled through much of the first half of the 
season. Just over a month ago, they were clicking at a lowly 12 percent 
and were leading the league in short-handed goals against.  

Since the holiday pause, the Devils’ power play is operating at 29.6 
percent which ranks second in the league over that span. What’s 
changed? A few personnel tweaks and tactical adjustments haven’t hurt.  

New Jersey was missing that consistent net-front presence to screen the 
opposing netminder and deflect shots from the high danger areas. 
Surprisingly, they’ve gained that in Nate Bastian. He isn’t the most 
frequent shooter and has just two goals, but his effort to just maintain his 
positioning as a screen has been key.  

Over that stretch of games, they also lost Dougie Hamilton, but Damon 
Severson’s stepped up in his absence.  

A healthy Hughes is one of the biggest boosts on the man-advantage. He 
adds more puck movement within the team’s power play formation. 
Hughes has also contributed a couple of shots from the right circle, which 
the team severely lacked, and has set up his teammates to shoot from 
there more often too — take Bratt’s power play tally there Sunday night 
against the Kings. 

The team’s man-advantage is probably somewhere in between this top-
notch finishing rate and their early-season struggles, so it won’t be 
surprising if they don’t keep clicking at this efficiency. But weaknesses 
from the early goings seem to be working themselves out now, giving 
them something to build on.  

Jonas Siegenthaler’s quiet effectiveness 

Only one defenseman has played every single game so far for the Devils: 
Siegenthaler. He’s averaging 20:35 minutes a night in all situations on 
average and has been a quiet, but defendable, presence on the blue line. 

For some players, not being incredibly noticeable would be a red flag. 
But for a defensive defenseman like Siegenthaler, it isn’t necessarily. In 
his case, it’s a nod to his steady play on the back end — especially in 
some of the early season chaos.  

He generally starts his shifts in the defensive zone at five-on-five, but the 
team still often outchances their opponent while he’s deployed. Just how 
little the team concedes while he’s in play contributes to that.  

With Siegenthaler on the ice, the Devils tend to keep their opponents 
outside of the high-danger areas in front of the crease and insulate their 
goaltenders as much as possible. The team’s expected goal rate against 
with him deployed is 15 percent stronger than the league average. 
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He’s maintained it despite a tough role — from his minutes increasing 
once Hamilton went down with injury to his overall use. At five-on-five, 
the team leans on Siegenthaler to help maintain ties and protect leads. 
His shutdown ability is why he, along with Severson, are played against 
the toughest competition.  

Necessary reset 

Little went the Devils’ way in December. As much as some of it — 
especially personnel availability — was out of their hands, the team’s 
response to those situations fell short. So the ‘extended’ holiday break 
couldn’t have come at a better time.  

It may not appear that way on the surface — the Devils have gone 5-6-0 
over that stretch and earned a .455 point percentage that ranks 21st over 
that span — but there have been some important improvements in their 
five-on-five play. 

The team has improved their shot volume control. After falling just below 
break even in the shot attempt share, they’ve increased by almost three 
percent and have taken about 52 percent of the shots over their last 11 
games thanks to boosts in both creation for and limitation against.  

Not all shot attempts are equal and expected goals can be used as a 
proxy for quality. That’s been another area of improvement. Since play 
resumed after the holidays, the Devils have generated 54 percent of the 
five-on-five expected goal share (11th in that span), versus the 48.5 
percent that had them at 19th before the pause. The improvements in 
their expected goal generation have been menial, but the standout is the 
uptick in scoring chance suppression.  

At the end of the day, though, it usually comes down to results. The 
Devils are scoring more goals while only seeing a slight improvement in 
their shooting percentage. The crux of their issues remains between the 
pipes — with their 29th ranking .910 cumulative save percentage shifting 
even lower to dead last in the league at .880. 

Goaltending  

It all comes back to goaltending, the Devils’ greatest weakness this 
season. It hasn’t been an easy year by any stretch. Six different 
netminders have actually played a game for the team this year, and few 
have had stellar results.  

Jonathan Bernier, who was serviceable to start the season in 10 games, 
saw his season end with a hip injury. Nico Daws played two games while 
the team was short-handed. Scott Wedgewood appeared in three. Akira 
Schmid’s back at the NHL level, with three starts to his name. Jon Gillies 
was acquired while the team was down some of their goalers, too. 

There’s only so much expected from that group of goalers, though. The 
player with the highest expectations, who is meant to shoulder the 
majority of the workload, is Mackenzie Blackwood. While he’s sidelined 
now with a heel injury, his play over 23 games this season has left much 
to be desired; he’s rocking a .894 save percentage at the midpoint.  

The Devils aren’t some defensive stalwart; they’ve left their goalies 
exposed at times. But relative to the workload he’s faced, Blackwood’s 
allowed 11.7 more goals than expected. That puts him second to last in 
the league, ahead of only Philipp Grubauer of the Kraken. 

Between all six goalies, the Devils have allowed about 25 more goals 
than expected. That’s cost them about four-to-five wins more than the 
average goaltender would in their positions. Another 8-10 points wouldn’t 
suddenly propel the team into playoff standing, but it would close the gap 
from their 12th place standing in the east to ninth.  

Data via NaturalStatTrick, HockeyViz, and Corey Sznajder. This story 
relies on shot-based metrics; here are primers (part 1, part 2) on these 
numbers. 
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Evander Kane, cleared in latest NHL investigation, will sign with Oilers: 
reports 

Edmonton Oilers will sign Evander Kane, former Sharks forward cut by 
San Jose weeks ago 

 

By FIELD LEVEL MEDIA |PUBLISHED: January 27, 2022 at 3:51 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 27, 2022 at 5:22 p.m. 

 

Evander Kane, the embattled NHL veteran whose contract with the San 
Jose Sharks was terminated earlier this month, is set to sign with the 
Edmonton Oilers, multiple reports said Thursday. 

The deal would be for one year and the veteran minimum of $750,000, 
with a signing bonus and a full no-movement clause, Sportsnet reported. 
The Oilers’ next trip to San Jose to play the Sharks is Feb. 14. 

The signing hinged on the results of an investigation into an alleged 
breach of COVID-19 protocol that marked the final straw for Kane’s 
tenure in San Jose. That investigation concluded without sufficient 
evidence to discipline Kane any further, the league announced Thursday 
evening. 

The NHL previously suspended Kane for 21 games for submitting a fake 
vaccination card and the Sharks assigned him to their American Hockey 
League affiliate. Then, Kane reportedly traveled from California to his 
home in Vancouver in December after he tested positive for COVID, in 
violation of the 

AHL’s protocol. 

The Sharks placed him on waivers and terminated his contract once he 
cleared. The players’ association filed a grievance over the move while 
the NHL conducted a probe into the situation. 

An investigation by a New York law firm found there wasn’t enough 
evidence to “conclusively find that Mr. Kane knowingly made 
misrepresentations regarding his COVID-19 status or test results in 
connection with his international travel,” the league said in a statement 
Thursday. 

Previously, Kane was investigated by the NHL for allegations made by 
his estranged wife, Anna Kane, which included domestic violence and 
betting on NHL games. Evander Kane has admitted to a gambling 
problem but denied those particular accusations, and the NHL did not 
find evidence to support either claim. 

Kane is eligible to play as soon as he signs. The Washington Capitals 
were also interested in Kane, Sportsnet reported. 

A winger, Kane tallied 49 points (22 goals, 27 assists) in 56 games last 
season. In a 12-year NHL career spent with the Atlanta 
Thrashers/Winnipeg Jets franchise (2009-15), the Buffalo Sabres (2015-
18) and San Jose, Kane has scored 264 goals and added 242 assists 
over 769 games. 

He would be joining an Oilers team that features the past two Hart 
Trophy winners, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, and trying to help 
an underperforming squad that was in sixth place in the Pacific Division 
entering Thursday. 

“If he’s a part of our team it’s going to be exciting to have a player like 
that I would say,” Oilers forward Zach Hyman told reporters about the 
Kane rumors. “He’ll be a part of our team if he’s a part of our team.” 
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With an unforgettable night, Sharks defenseman makes his case to stay 
in lineup 

Nicolas Meloche scored his first career NHL goal in the San Jose Sharks’ 
4-1 victory over the Washington Capitals 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: January 27, 2022 at 7:01 a.m. | 
UPDATED: January 27, 2022 at 9:37 a.m. 

 

Nicolas Meloche was already looking forward to seeing his mother, 
Natalie, in south Florida this week, helping her celebrate her birthday 
before the Sharks play the Panthers in Sunrise on Saturday night. 

Now Meloche will be able to bring his mom a special gift – the puck from 
his first NHL goal. 

Meloche scored his first career goal in 21 NHL games on his mom’s 
birthday Wednesday, a second-period snipe that proved to be the game-
winner in the Sharks’ 4-1 victory over the Washington Capitals. 

“For sure calling her after I’m done here,” Meloche said. “Just special that 
it’s on her birthday. We talked earlier. She’s in Florida right now. It’s fun. 
I’ll be able to give her the puck (Thursday or Friday), so it’s great timing.” 

Meloche has patiently waited for opportunities to play with the Sharks 
since he was acquired by the team from the Colorado Avalanche prior to 
the start of the 2019-2020 season. 

Meloche, 24, played seven NHL games last season, and six more from 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 11 this season when four Sharks defensemen, including 
Erik Karlsson, were out for COVID-related reasons. Meloche has seen 
spot duty here and there since that point but hasn’t been able to stay in 
the lineup full time. 

He’s getting another chance to play right now. Karlsson will be out of the 
lineup long-term after he had surgery Monday to repair a small muscle 
tear in his left forearm, and Sharks coach Bob Boughner is looking for 
ways to fill that void. 

Un premier but en carrière pour le Québécois Nicolas Meloche!    
#SJSharks pic.twitter.com/lUUM6I7dOR 

— LNH (@LNH_FR) January 27, 2022 

For the moment, Boughner is loving what he’s seeing from Meloche. 

Besides the defenseman’s pretty goal, which he snapped past Ilya 
Samsonov from the high-slot off a Matt Nieto assist after he jumped into 
the play, Boughner enjoyed the physical presence that the 6-foot-3, 211-
pound Meloche brought. 

Meloche, the Avalanche’s second-round pick in 2015, finished with five 
hits, adding a dimension that Boughner felt was sorely lacking from his 
team last weekend. 

“I really liked him down in the trenches,” Boughner said of Meloche. “I 
thought he was big and heavy. I thought he was physical, he won a lot of 
battles, made some good plays on some exits. 

“That’s what we need from Mel every night. We’ve talked a little about 
that before, me and him, is making sure when you’re in that lineup, make 
it hard for me to take you out. Give me a reason to play you again, and 
he definitely did that tonight.” 

Boughner lamented how soft he thought the Sharks played in their own 
end in Saturday’s 7-1 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning. Far too many 
stick checks and plenty of free passes to Lightning forwards in front of 
the Sharks’ net for his liking. 

In the Sharks’ first game since Karlsson’s surgery, Boughner traded 
some skill in Ryan Merkley for some size in Meloche, who was with the 
6-foot-6 Jaycob Megna for an imposing third defense pair. 

Merkley had his share of struggles in the loss to Tampa Bay and it’s fair 
to speculate that he’ll again be a scratch for Saturday’s game with the 
Panthers at FLA Live Arena. 

In any case, Boughner is looking to find ways to make do without 
Karlsson and his 23 minutes of ice time per game for the next two 
months and possibly beyond. Meloche had 15:45 of ice time Wednesday. 

“It (stinks) to see (Karlsson) go down, but it means that other guys need 
to step up and myself as well,” Meloche said. “I’m just trying to get that 
opportunity and do the best I can to help this team win.” 

Meloche did just that with a second-period block on a Brett Leason shot 
that kept the Sharks ahead 2-0. 

“I saw the net was wide open,” Meloche said, “and blocked it.” 

Now, when Meloche meets with his mom later this week, she’ll likely be 
able to watch him play Saturday. 

“Amazing. Just unbelievable,” Meloche said. “Just special today.” 

ROAD DOG: James Reimer made 32 saves Wednesday and now has a 
5-5-0 record in 11 road games with a 2.53 goals-against average and a 
.925 save percentage. In 12 home games, Reimer is 8-3-1 with a 2.92 
GAA and a .908 save percentage. 

BURNS STEPS UP: Brent Burns assisted on Noah Gregor’s first-period 
goal, giving him one goal and 12 assists in the 10 games that Karlsson 
has missed this season. The Sharks are 6-3-1 in those games. 
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Kane agrees to deal with Oilers, avoids NHL discipline 

 

BY ALEX DIDION 

 

After a controversial exit from the Sharks, Evander Kane has found a 
new home in the NHL. 

The winger has agreed to terms with the Edmonton Oilers, Kane's agent, 
Dan Milstein, tweeted Thursday. 

Official: Evander Kane Agrees to contract terms with Edmonton Oilers for 
the rest of 2021-2022 season. Will travel to Edmonton this evening. Will 
wear jersey #91. #WeAreGoldStar! pic.twitter.com/4NitLkIcLF— Dan 
Milstein-Hockey (@HockeyAgent1) January 27, 2022 

Daily Faceoff's Frank Seravalli reported the terms of the deal, citing 
sources. 

Details on terms agreed to between #Oilers and Evander Kane â¬‡ï¸  
https://t.co/7WLXYUTVkL— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) January 
27, 2022 

Kane is expected to earn $1 million over the remainder of the season, 
Seravalli reported. 

The 30-year-old had his contract terminated by the Sharks after he 
violated the AHL's COVID-19 protocol and breached his NHL player 
contract, according to an official statement. The violation reportedly 
centered around Kane traveling over the U.S./Canada border to 
Vancouver while still in COVID-19 protocol. 

The NHL announced it couldn't find sufficient evidence that Kane 
"knowingly made misrepresentations regarding his COVID-19 status or 
test results in connection with his international travel." 

The NHL clears Evander Kane in COVID protocol investigation, saying 
"there was insufficient evidence to conclusively find that Mr. Kane 
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knowingly made misrepresentations regarding his COVID-19 status or 
test results in connection with his international travel." @EdmontonOilers 
pic.twitter.com/3WNZNLPT9Q— Greg Wyshynski (@wyshynski) January 
27, 2022 

Kane began the season with a 21-game suspension related to his 
reported use of a false COVID-19 vaccination card. After his suspension, 
he was assigned to the Barracuda and played five games before going 
on the COVID-19 list in late December. 

The Sharks formally released Kane on Jan. 9, although the NHLPA filed 
a grievance on Kane's behalf over the situation. 

The Oilers are four points behind the Sharks for fifth place in the Pacific 
Division, and it remains to be seen how Kane will fit into the team. Oilers 
star Connor McDavid was asked about Kane potentially joining the team 
earlier this month, and recognized the talent of the former first-round draft 
pick. 

"Truthfully, I don't think that's a bridge we really need to cross until 
something is more official," McDavid said. "Right now, it's all speculation. 
Obviously, Evander is an amazing player and he's had lots of success 
over the last couple of years, and whatever else is going on, it's not 
something I look into much." 

Kane could make his return to SAP Center with the Oilers on Feb. 14 
when Edmonton visits the Sharks. 
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Kane Talks Thompson Fight, Surprise That Sharks Wanted to Trade Him 

 

By Sheng Peng  

 

“I got caught by surprise a little bit this summer.” 

That’s what Evander Kane told TSN’s Kayla Grey of his thoughts when 
he learned the San Jose Sharks wanted to move away from him this 
summer. 

This is from Part One of the two-part interview on “The Shift”. 

Kane signed with the Edmonton Oilers today, after the Sharks terminated 
his contract earlier this month. 

UPDATED: Kane Signs with Oilers, NHL Says No COVID Discipline 

“Sources indicate significant friction built up between Kane and a number 
of his teammates last season,” Frank Seravalli of Daily Faceoff wrote in 
June, “frustration that was expressed clearly to management in exit 
interviews.” 

“At the end of the year, personally I had a great year, as a team not so 
much, which was unfortunate,” Kane told Grey of his media-voted Team 
MVP campaign. “I had a lot of positive feedback from the coaches, the 
GM, management, and it was not only said to me directly, but said to the 
media as well. 

“Not just at the end of the season, during the season, how great I was 
with the young guys and so forth. 

“On a personal note, I felt really good about my impact on the group.” 

Kane led the San Jose Sharks with 22 goals and 49 points during the 
2020-21 season. 

Kevin Kurz of The Athletic followed up Seravalli’s report, writing that 
Sharks teammates were unhappy with Evander Kane’s “general 
disrespect for team rules, including routinely being late for games and 

practices, not adhering to the dress code and having poor practice 
habits.” 

The Athletic also reported that Kane almost got into a fight with Sharks 
assistant coach Rocky Thompson over the winger’s positioning on the 
power play. 

Kane addressed the dispute with Thompson, who went unnamed, in the 
TSN interview: 

“There was one story with an assistant coach, who had taken his shirt off 
during a power play meeting and challenged me to a fight, 

“That got out, and there’s only a few players in that meeting, so it was 
unfortunate because I was under the assumption that our group was a 
tight group that kept things in house as a lot of teams like to do, the fact 
that that got out, and how specific it was — it wasn’t a rumor, it was a 
legitimate story — it was interesting to see some of that come out, 
wondering who that could be from, because it was clearly somebody in 
that meeting. 

“We were in a power play meeting, I think we were just giving our 
opinions on what we could do better and I gave my opinion. 

“I think our assistant coach, he maybe didn’t agree with it — anyways, 
the meeting was over and we’re all kind of getting ready and chatting 
afterwards and he comes back into the locker room, with his shirt off and 
flexing and kind of being all hype and whatnot, and challenging me to a 
fight. 

“So it was interesting, I actually didn’t respond, some of the guys were 
laughing, thought it was funny — I thought he was joking around, to be 
honest, I didn’t think he was being serious, because again, it was 
surprising for an assistant coach to do that.” 

Kane was not asked directly about his adherence to team rules like 
punctuality and dress code. Grey did ask if Kane ever heard “that you 
actually weren’t good for the young guys, that there were issues in how 
they felt you were reprimanded for the bankruptcy or past things that had 
happened, the ways in which you were tied to other headlines.” 

Kane responded: “I never heard any feedback with regards to those 
issues.” 

He added: “I had actually reached out to [Sharks GM Doug Wilson] to 
see what it was all about, and it was definitely denied on that end. So I 
just figured it was rumors.” 

Once again, Evander Kane refused to confirm the particulars of his first 
COVID violation, allegedly submitting a fake vaccination card, that 
caused the NHL to suspend him for 21 games. 

He said, presumably of the first and second COVID violations, that there 
were “ongoing” investigations and that “some of these things have 
possible legal ramifications or civil ramifications.” 

The second COVID violation is reportedly that Kane crossed the US-
Canada border while COVID-positive in late December. 

He did deny crossing Canada illegally. Today, the NHL stated that they 
would not punish Kane for this alleged second COVID violation: “There 
was insufficient evidence to conclusively find that Mr. Kane knowingly 
made misrepresentations regarding his COVID-19 status or test results in 
connection with his international travel.” 

Whatever happened in the locker room or with COVID protocol, Kane 
was not welcomed back to the San Jose Sharks in late November when 
his first COVID suspension was served. He was instead banished to the 
AHL, where he played five games, until his recent contract termination. 

Kane says he was never told why he was being sent to the AHL: “I wasn’t 
given any specific reason, directly to me, no.” 

Kane also addressed his estranged wife Anna Kane’s allegations that he 
committed domestic violence in their relationship. He also seemed to 
touch on accusations of sexual assault and sexual harassment in Buffalo, 
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though he was not asked specifically about those charges. The 2016 
assault case is still ongoing, while the harassment charges were 
dismissed. 

“That gets to me because it’s so untrue. It’s so false. It’s a horrific thing to 
be associated with in any capacity,” Kane said. “I’ve never done that 
ever. I know there have been certain accusations about different things 
that I’ve dealt with on more than one occasion.” 

He noted: “I’ve heard that saying a lot, where there’s smoke, there has to 
be fire. But what happens with smoke is that it clears.” 
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UPDATED: Kane Signs with Oilers, NHL Says No COVID Discipline 

 

By Sheng Peng  

 

The NHL’s investigation into Evander Kane’s second alleged COVID 
violation is closing soon. 

“No decision has been made at this point,” NHL deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly told San Jose Hockey Now earlier today, as to whether or not Kane 
would be disciplined. 

However, a source told SJHN that there will be no further NHL discipline 
for this alleged COVID violation. This is in line with a report earlier today 
from The Fourth Period: 

Believe there will not be any further discipline for Evander Kane from the 
NHL. He will be heading to Edmonton to sign with the Oilers. 
Announcement from league and team could come as early as today. 
Likely tomorrow. @TimCPeel20 was on it earlier. 

— Irfaan Gaffar (@irfgaffar) January 27, 2022 

The NHL followed SJHN’s source with a final investigation report: “The 
National Hockey League announced today that it has concluded its 
investigation into the circumstances pursuant to which Evander Kane 
travelled cross-border during the Holiday Period. 

“The report prepared in connection with the investigation, which was 
conducted by Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP, concluded that there 
was insufficient evidence to ‘conclusively find that Mr. Kane knowingly 
made misrepresentations regarding his COVID-19 status or test results in 
connection with his international travel.’ 

“As a result, the League has determined not to pursue any additional 
League-imposed discipline against Kane at the current time.” 

At the beginning of the season, the league suspended Evander Kane for 
21 games for a COVID violation — Kane reportedly submitted a fake 
vaccination card. 

Whatever happens to Kane in terms of possible further discipline for this 
alleged second COVID violation, the crossing into Canada on late 
December while COVID-positive, it doesn’t appear to be a deterrent for 
the ex-San Jose Sharks star to sign with an NHL team soon. 

All signs point to Kane joining the Edmonton Oilers, with Jason Gregor of 
The Daily Faceoff going so far as saying that Kane’s number has been 
picked: 

Kane #91….Deal is so close a number has been decided. 

— Jason Gregor (@JasonGregor) January 27, 2022 

Elliotte Friedman reports that a deal with Edmonton is done: 

Kane deal in EDM is for $750K in salary and $625K in signing bonus, 
which means an approximate $2.1M cap hit. Full NMC. 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) January 27, 2022 

The Sharks haven’t played division rival Oilers yet this season: 

If Evander Kane does become an Oiler in the immediate 
future:#SJSharks next home game is vs. Edmonton, and they still square 
off 4 more times. 

2/14 vs. EDM 

3/24 @ EDM 

4/5 vs. EDM 

4/28 @ EDM 

— Brodie Brazil (@BrodieNBCS) January 27, 2022 

So the Sharks could meet their not-so-popular teammate as soon as 
Valentine’s Day. 

As for the San Jose Sharks organization’s termination of Evander Kane’s 
contract… 

“Since the investigation was related to conduct unrelated to conduct 
Sharks relied on to terminate,” Daly told SJHN, “[it] should have no effect 
on the grievance.” 

This conduct includes the allegation that Kane was supposed to return 
from Canada to the San Jose Barracuda on Dec. 31, but didn’t return 
until Jan. 6. 

In other words, Evander Kane’s punishment — or potential lack thereof 
— for the alleged second COVID violation isn’t a deathblow for the San 
Jose Sharks’ attempt to terminate his contract. But certainly, it doesn’t 
hurt the NHLPA’s grievance against the Sharks either. 

There’s no word yet on when that arbitration hearing will occur. 
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3 Happy Returns for Sharks in Washington Win 

 

By Sheng Peng  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — There were many happy returns for the San 
Jose Sharks in their 3-1 victory over the Washington Capitals last night. 

Obviously, a return to the win column after back-to-back disappointing 
losses. James Reimer’s return to form. Noah Gregor, Jonathan Dahlen, 
and Andrew Cogliano’s return to scoring goals. The team defense’s 
return to stopping goals. 

Let’s start with Reimer, who was arguably the NHL’s best goalie through 
Christmas with a second-in-the-league .936 Save %, and before the drop 
of the puck, arguably the NHL’s worst goalie since Christmas with a 
league-worst .849 Save % (5+ starts). 

These are numbers that would make even Jarmo Myllys blush: To go 
along with that .849, Reimer had been pulled three times and sported a 
5.74 Goals Against Average. 

“He was our first star,” San Jose Sharks head coach said of his winning 
netminder, who turned away 32 of 33 shots, including eight from 
Alexander Ovechkin. 

“Unfortunately, I’ve played him a bunch,” Reimer quipped. “I spent most 
of my career in the Eastern Conference.” 
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For what it’s worth, it’s been 276 goals since the last time that Ovechkin 
beat Reimer on Nov. 7, 2015. Reimer has given up six goals, all as a 
member of the Toronto Maple Leafs, of Ovechkin’s current 759, . 

Anyway, with Adin Hill out with a day-to-day lower-body injury — from 
what I understand, Hill is on this trip, so hopefully, he’s back soon — and 
the Sharks without top defenseman Erik Karlsson for about the next two 
months, they’ll need their goalie to steal a game from time to time. It was 
Reim Time tonight. 

Meanwhile, it was about time for Gregor, who potted just his second goal 
in 27 games this season. Dahlen scored his first since Dec. 9 and 
Cogliano netted his first since Dec. 16. 

This could be pivotal for Gregor and Dahlen, who have received 
consistent scoring line minutes all season for the goal-starved Sharks. 

“Hopefully,” Gregor offered, “tonight starts something for me.” 

Some secondary scoring would go a long way to make up for Karlsson’s 
absence. 

Finally, let’s talk how the San Jose Sharks locked things down 
defensively 5-on-5 after the Daniel Sprong strike 14 seconds into the final 
frame made it a one-goal contest. Per Natural Stat Trick, after the Sprong 
goal, the Sharks gave up just five 5-on-5 shots. 

“We just stayed tight in the middle of the zone, and we let them play 
outside,” said game-winner Nicolas Meloche. 

Ideally, Evgeny Kuznetsov (92) wouldn’t be able to push back the second 
layer of the San Jose Sharks forecheck (Logan Couture, Timo Meier) like 
that in the neutral zone, but concentrate on what happens once Ovechkin 
(8) gains the zone and drops off to Tom Wilson (43). 

Meloche (53) keeps Wilson to the outside, Couture (39) switches onto 
Ovechkin, and Jaycob Megna (24) has Kuznetsov accounted for. 
Meloche blocks Wilson’s attempt, a good example of bend-don’t-break 
defense. 

Here’s a better example of how the San Jose Sharks want to defend: 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic (44) stands in front of Ovechkin and prevents a 
hand-off to the speeding Kuznetsov — the Sharks like their defensemen 
to defend aggressively up ice — Meier (28) grabs the puck, and Couture 
fires a harmless shot that earns San Jose an OZ faceoff. 

This was a nice Sharks territory win. 

So how do you make up for the loss of Erik Karlsson? It’s not necessarily 
to score — Karlsson’s offensive talents are inimitable — it’s defend, 
defend, defend. Not everybody can be Karlsson — but everybody can 
give an honest defensive effort. And yes, good defense leads to good 
offense: 

Man to man, Cogliano (11) stays with Carl Hagelin (62). 

Then, Meier is in the right place, right time to intercept the Garnet 
Hathaway (21) drop pass. 

And just as we counted the San Jose Sharks out…they pull us back in. 

Every time we've counted #SJSharks out for dead this year, they've 
fought back 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 27, 2022 

Do they have another upset in them on this harrowing road trip? Atlantic-
leading Florida, Cup contender Carolina, and defending champ Tampa 
Bay await. 
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Breaking down Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe’s strategy in win over 
Ducks 

Wednesday night’s 4-3 shootout win over Anaheim was a window into his 
mind and how he thinks — and perhaps even overthinks — the game. 

 

By Kevin McGran 

 

Just what was Sheldon Keefe thinking? Mixing up the lines. Using Jason 
Spezza first in a the shootout. Calling a timeout during a power play. If 
one thing is for certain, the Maple Leafs coach does not do anything 
without thinking it through first. 

And Wednesday night’s 4-3 shootout win over the Anaheim Ducks was a 
window into his mind and how he thinks — and perhaps even overthinks 
— the game. 

Let’s start with the end. 

Keefe elected to have Spezza shoot first. Keefe has a lot of firepower on 
the bench, six players with more goals than Spezza’s seven. Keefe knew 
Spezza has a 37.2 per cent success rate all time with 29 goals on 78 
shots. That’s 33rd all time among players who have taken at least 50 
shots in the shootout. 

But there was another reason to with Spezza first. He didn’t play at all in 
the 3-on-3 overtime. 

“Auston Matthews and William Nylander are second and third shooters,” 
Keefe said. “Those guys can use a little extra breather coming out of the 
out of (the overtime). So Spezza going first, I like that. He’s setting the 
table for us. He did a tremendous job.” 

Spezza scored, as did Matthews, and the Leafs won. The plan worked. 

Now let’s talk about the lines. Keefe changed them all up this week, 
spreading Matthews, Nylander, Mitch Marner and John Tavares — the 
famed Core Four — over three lines, instead of two. 

At 5-on-5, the Leafs were outscored 3-0. Marner, Nylander and Tavares 
were each minus-2. Morgan Rielly was minus-3. 

So, on the surface, it appears that plan didn’t work. But one of those 
minuses — Rielly’s extra one — was an own-goal. Another came at the 
end of the power play when the group was gassed, and caught flatfooted. 
Both were more about puck luck. Only Vinni Lettieri’s tying goal was the 
result of Anaheim actually outworking the Maple Leafs, a rarity on 
Wednesday. 

Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe had a lot of decisions to make in his 
team’s win over the Anaheim Ducks on Wednesday night. 

At 5-on-5, the Leafs possessed the puck 60 per cent of the time, 
according to naturalstattrick.com. Never mind the shot clock (44-20 in the 
Leafs favour), the Leafs had 13 high-danger chances to six by the Ducks. 

And that worry about Nylander’s ice time dropping? Well, no doubt aided 
by power play time and overtime, but Nylander played 20:54, third to 
Matthews (23:02) and Marner (22:48) with Tavares coming in right 
behind at 20:38. 

Keefe largely kept the lines together, but double-shifted Matthews on 
occasion with Nylander and Alex Kerfoot, and double-shifted Nylander 
with Tavares and Marner. And, of course, after the Maple Leafs kill a 
penalty, Tavares and Matthews typically played the next shift together. 

“That worked out the way I thought it would, and I liked it,” said Keefe. “In 
terms of the chemistry of the group and the flow, it’s going to take some 
time. We can’t assess that off one game.” 

So that means more games with this alignment are coming. And with the 
Leafs sitting securely in a playoff spot halfway through the season, who’s 
to argue. 
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As for that timeout he called, during a power play, well, maybe this where 
thinking became overthinking. No doubt, the top power-play unit had 
been hot. It scored twice in the first period, and had just scored again on 
a 5-on-3, with about a minute remaining in the 5-on-4 late in the second 
period. The Leafs were up 3-1, and a fourth goal would be the dagger. 

Instead of putting out the second power-play unit, Keefe called a timeout 
to give the top group some rest. It looked like it might work, they 
generated some chances. But they overplayed it. With 10 seconds to go 
in the penalty, Jack Campbell was banging his stick on the ice — a 
warning that the penalty was nearly over. 

The five players on the top unit continued their attack. All four forwards 
were around the Anaheim crease when the puck popped loose to Sam 
Carrick just as Jakob Silfverberg was coming out of the box. The Ducks 
had a 3-on-1, Silfverberg connected. Now the Ducks had life heading into 
the third. 

Keefe owned the mistake. That first power-play unit is not usually out at 
the expiration of a penalty, and is not used to retreating at the sound of a 
goalie’s tapping stick. Keefe said he forgot to remind them. 

“You need to get a line change towards the end there, but that’s 
something that the second unit is accustomed to doing and they get off 
the ice before something like that happens,” said Keefe. “And I failed to 
point that out to our guys to be mindful of that. So that’s on me.” 

As players like to say, it’s the “little things” that make a difference in the 
game. Keefe thought them through, and overall, it worked out. 
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Leaf notes: Toronto's power play eyes top spot 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

Here’s something else for the Maple Leafs’ to-do list to keep their regular 
season meaningful as they await a shot at playoff redemption. 

Try to be the first Toronto team to end the season leading the NHL in 
power-play percentage since detailed records began in 1977-78. Taking 
great umbrage at being knocked out of top spot earlier this week by 
Edmonton, the Leafs put three past the Anaheim Ducks on Wednesday, 
all their regulation goals, in an eventual 4-3 shootout win. 

Those, part of a 19-for-47 run with the man advantage since early 
December, brought them up to 30.6% to the Oilers’ 29.6%, before 
Edmonton hosted Nashville on Thursday. 

“The power play was working tonight,” enthused Mitch Marner, who had 
a goal and assist. “We’d have liked to leave the game with a 5-on-5 goal 
(especially on 40-plus shots), but the puck was moving fast, guys were 
locked in and getting into spots quickly. When we didn’t score we got the 
puck back quickly.” 

Marner, William Nylander and John Tavares scored, Auston Matthews 
had two assists and Morgan Rielly one, as all five members of the first 
unit got a piece of the action. 

Last year’s power play, featuring the same cast in a weaker division, 
barely made 20% and was well back of the first place Oilers, led by 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. That prompted coach Sheldon 
Keefe to transfer the portfolio from assistant Manny Malhotra to 
newcomer Spencer Carbery at camp. After some failed experiments with 
personnel and tactics, pure talent has won out. Having Marner back after 
his injury helps, as does a good second unit that includes Jason Spezza 
and Ilya Mikheyev. 

SPEZZA: SHOOTOUT SPECIALIST 

Spezza has not scored in regulation in almost two months, but when 
Keefe filled out his shootout card Wednesday he had no hesitation 
leading off with the 37-year-old. Spezza is now 29-for-78 in his career, 
after beating John Gibson. 

“In my time here, he’s been as consistent as we’ve had,” Keefe said. “He 
missed one earlier this year, but he’s a reliable guy, he’s experienced. 

“I like his ability to go first, a combination of the fact that he is that 
experienced and poised, to try and get you ahead. But also you come out 
of the overtime and Matthews and Nylander are our second and third 
shooters and those guys could use the extra breather I find. 

“Spez going first and setting the table (Matthews scored, Nylander 
didn’t), he did a tremendous job.” 

Goalie Jack Campbell was also appreciative of the Leafs winning their 
second shootout for him this year, on a night he was beaten three times 
on less than 20 shots, but made two 1-on-1 stops himself to preserve his 
milestone 20th. 

“(Spezza) has shown it for a long time, that was a huge goal to get us 
going. “I’m lucky to have such great weapons in front of me in the 
shootout.” 

WAYNE’S WORLD A HARD ONE 

Wayne Simmonds was asked how much his off-ice work on behalf of the 
Hockey Diversity Alliance competes with his day job as a Leafs’ winger. 
Since being formed last year by prominent figures such as himself, Matt 
Dumba and Nazem Kadri, they’ve been in constant convo, and often 
conflict, with the NHL and hockey bodies around the world as evidence of 
racial discrimination mount. 

“It’s definitely a lot more work than we thought,” Simmonds said. “We 
knew we’d have a lot of stuff to combat. Unfortunately, in our line of work, 
we’re the minority. Things that will happen – especially the last couple of 
weeks, but you could go back forever quite frankly – is why we formed. 
We all want to combat racism in this great game and we’re still seeing 
these (incidents). 

“But I think (offenders) are being outed a little bit more. Fortunately for 
us, there are camera phones and mics everywhere. People are 
becoming more aware because of the social media times we live in. 
We’re going to continue to do as much work as possible to eradicate 
racism from our game. We know it will take a lot of time, but slowly and 
surely, we’ll get on the right side of things. I feel we’re starting to gain 
more allies in our cause.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Winger Nick Robertson participated in his first full practice with the 
Marlies on Wednesday since a fractured knee in late October … The 
Leafs had Wednesday off and play in Detroit on Saturday … The win 
over Anaheim kept alive the chance that Keefe’s Leafs tie their own team 
record for most victories at the 40-game mark. They need to beat the 
Red Wings to equal the 27 from last season, which was one more than 
Mike Babcock’s 2018-19 club. 
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Three lines, three stars: What spreading out Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner, and William Nylander can unlock for the Leafs 

 

By Jonas Siegel Jan 27, 2022  
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When they emerged from years of playoff disappointment to win the 
Stanley Cup again in 2016, the Pittsburgh Penguins weren’t led in 5-on-5 
scoring by their two future Hall of Famers, Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin. 

No, the Penguins 5-on-5 attack was improbably led that spring by Carl 
Hagelin (15 points), Nick Bonino (13), and Phil Kessel (11). 

The famed HBK line was the not-so-secret sauce of a champion, one that 
decided to spread the team’s three most dangerous offensive players 
(Crosby, Malkin, and Kessel) across three lines. 

The Maple Leafs have just begun experimenting with their own layered 
attack, sprinkling Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, and William Nylander 
onto separate units at the height of their superpowers.  

Spreading the three (still) young pillars of the franchise across three lines 
has long felt like something worth exploring. It was one more way, maybe 
even a better way, of exploiting all that firepower in the pursuit of a 
championship. It’s a look I’ve personally been wanting to see since at 
least last spring when the Leafs were eliminated by Montreal after 
Matthews and Marner went cold playing alongside one another on the 
top line. 

The Leafs new spread attack 

1 

Bunting 

Matthews 

Kase 

2 

Mikheyev 

Tavares 

Marner 

3 

Kerfoot 

Kampf 

Nylander 

4 

Engvall 

Spezza 

Simmonds 

The first glimpse Wednesday night was encouraging, particularly the 
flexibility it seemed to offer Sheldon Keefe behind the bench, not to 
mention the unrelenting pressure it put on the Anaheim Ducks defence. 

The approach is interesting on a number of different levels, including in 
how it puts each of the three stars to work. 

Nylander 

If we’re contrasting with the Pittsburgh model, then Nylander, operating 
from the third line, is obviously Kessel. They’re not so dissimilar. Like 
Kessel, Nylander has incredible skill, a wicked shot, elite vision, and 
high-level playmaking abilities. 

Nylander has been slightly more productive than Kessel at the same 
stage of his career, albeit with better teams and linemates. (Kessel also 
won his Cups with Pittsburgh when he was a little older and more 
advanced as a player.) 

First 397 career games 

Goals 

120 

144 

Assists 

183 

131 

Points 

303 

275 

Power-play goals 

35 

38 

Power-play points 

92 

75 

Even-strength goals 

85 

105 

Even-strength points 

211 

199 

Nylander’s two linemates at the moment aren’t so dissimilar from the 
twosome that surrounded Kessel in Pittsburgh. David Kampf is, like 
Bonino, a smart, quick-moving, defensive-minded man in the middle. 
Alex Kerfoot, while not as quick as Hagelin, has similar grease and two-
way ability. 

Still, the key is Nylander. 

You may have wondered if the 25-year-old’s trip to the third line was a 
demotion, but really, it’s just the opposite. Moving Nylander away from 
Matthews and John Tavares, part of the time anyway, was more like a 
testament to his ability to drive a line solo, a nod from Keefe that way. 
Maybe the most alluring aspect of the whole experiment is that it sends 
Nylander to work against inferior competition more often than usual. He 
should see a buffet of third and fourth lines, along with more third pairing 
types than he’s used to facing. 

Against the Ducks, Nylander’s most frequent forward foes were fourth 
liners, Sam Carrick, Buddy Robinson, and Nicolas Deslauriers. He saw 
Greg Pateryn, the Ducks No. 5 defenceman, for a full five minutes that 
were dominated by the Leafs. 

Those are the kinds of matchups the Leafs can conceivably exploit in a 
playoff series — if Nylander is starring on his own line. 

Pittsburgh, for instance, dominated shifts in the 2016 Stanley Cup Final 
when Kessel was out there against the likes of Roman Polak and 
Brenden Dillon on the back end, as well as depth types like Chris 
Tierney, Joel Ward, and Patrick Marleau up front. 

It won’t be the same for Nylander without Tavares by his side. 

Their connection, while a touch stale of late, has generally been 
explosive for the Leafs over the past two-plus seasons. Tavares has 
proved to be an ideal finisher for Nylander’s passing genius. Increasingly, 
the Leafs captain was even playing quarterback for Nylander, launching 
him on a breakaway after breakaway. 

That dynamic won’t exist with David Kampf. So does the clear defensive 
utility of a Kampf-led unit. 
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Then again, it’s possible the three lines, three stars approach may just 
free Keefe to change the Leafs shape on the fly, to move the puzzle 
pieces (aka Nylander) around in whatever form is necessary or useful at 
the moment. On Wednesday night, we saw Matthews join Nylander and 
Kerfoot for an offensive zone draw at one point, taking the place of 
Kampf. Later, it was Nylander hooking up with Tavares and Marner for 
another faceoff in Ducks territory. 

The Leafs were buzzing on that shift, leading Keefe to close the game 
with Marner, Tavares, and Nylander together, a combo that nearly broke 
a 3-3 tie in the final moments of regulation. (The unit was also scored 
against once, though that was bad luck as much as anything.) The side 
effect of putting the three stars together was the temporary formation of a 
stopper line — Kerfoot, Kampf, and Ilya Mikheyev. Kampf still got his 
usual defensive zone allotment too. (His offensive zone start percentage 
versus Anaheim: zero.) 

The Leafs can morph that way with the spread formation, whether they 
need a goal or need to keep one out. That creates another layer of 
unpredictability for opposing head coaches, not to mention the challenge 
of tackling Matthews along with another unit stuffed with stars. 

Can Nylander be as destructive without an A-lister by his side? We 
haven’t seen that from him in the NHL just yet — unlike with Matthews as 
well as Marner, who drove the bus alongside James van Riemsdyk and 
Tyler Bozak in his early years with the Leafs. 

Nylander seems more than ready for the challenge at this stage of his 
career though. He’s also built-in chemistry with Kerfoot, his third-most 
frequent linemate — after Tavares and Matthews — since the start of the 
2019-20 season. 

Marner 

Like Nylander, Marner’s load also gets a tad lighter in the new layout, 
what with Matthews remaining enemy No. 1 for opponents. For Marner, 
that means less run against the top lines and No. 1 D pairs he’s been 
accustomed to facing since Keefe first connected him with Matthews not 
long after he took over as Leafs coach. 

Marner has exploited that advantage in the past. His most memorable 
playoff performance in 2018 came when he played not with Matthews, 
but with some combination of Nazem Kadri, Patrick Marleau, and Tomas 
Plekanec. 

The result over that seven-game series: Less time against the Zdeno 
Chara monster and more of it, much more of it, opposite the likes of 
Torey Krug and Kevan Miller. Marner collected six 5-on-5 points in only 
98 minutes. 

Marner also led the league in primary 5-on-5 assists during the 2018-19 
season, when he played exclusively with Tavares. 

This look unlocks that kind of potential once more — Marner exploiting 
lesser opponents. 

The big question here is whether Marner and Tavares will find sparks 
again. A reunion early this season failed to create much heat. Marner has 
generated 2.9 points per 60 minutes (5-on-5) when he’s played with 
Matthews over the past 2.5 seasons (over 1500 minutes) and only 1.7 
with Tavares (nearly 600). 

Tavares and Marner were the Leafs most dangerous duo during that 18-
19 season though. Is that still in there somewhere? The earliest signs 
Wednesday night were positive, with Marner looking more in control than 
at any point this season. 

“Mitchy’s style of play, he just makes it so much easier for his linemates 
in terms of his ability to read the play,” Tavares said. “His poise and 
deception, the ability to draw people to him — he’s just got eyes 
everywhere. He’s just so good at finding the open man and making the 
right decision nine out of 10 times — nine and a half out of 10 times. 

“He’s so good at it.” 

Marner should unlock all kinds of opportunities for Tavares, who was all 
around the net against the Ducks. Marner may also prove to be a more 
willing and dangerous shooter himself apart from Matthews. He led the 
Leafs with four shots 5-on-5 versus Anaheim. 

The 24-year-old may buoy Tavares as much defensively as he will 
offensively. 

The 10th-place finisher in Selke Trophy voting last season is a clear 
upgrade on Nylander that way. Mikheyev, too, is longer and heavier, at 6-
foot-2 and nearly 200 pounds, than Kerfoot (5-foot-10, 181 pounds). 
There’s potential for this threesome, or one like it, to spend less time 
defending than the previous second line iteration — Kerfoot, Nylander, 
and Tavares. 

Sneak a peek at Keefe’s three most frequently used lines this season 
and you’ll see that the Leafs were giving back almost as much as they 
generated when those three shared the ice. And that was with Matthews 
handling the top line burden and Kampf-led groups swallowing up a 
hearty chunk of the defensive zone starts. 

Kerfoot-Tavares-Nylander 

224 

2.9 

2.7 

0.2 

Engvall-Kampf-Kase 

145 

2.4 

1.9 

0.5 

Bunting-Matthews-Marner 

131 

3.6 

1.9 

1.7 

Marner and Mikheyev could help Tavares achieve a more well-rounded, 
puck-controlling result. The line had a heavier feel against the Ducks. 
Expected goals were 92 percent when they were on the ice. 

Matthews 

This approach only has a chance at succeeding because of the guy in 
the No. 1 centre spot. Like Crosby, Matthews has shown he can 
dominate against top competition without high-level help. 

As a 21-year-old during the 2018-19 season, Matthews was about as 
productive during the minutes he played with Kasperi Kapanen (3.3 
points per 60 5-on-5)  as he was last year in minutes with Marner (3.2). 
As you might expect, he scored a little less and got off fewer shots. 

There’s no doubt that Marner elevates Matthews and vice-versa. 
However, the Leafs may be able to build a deeper attack when they play 
apart.  

The team’s No. 1 line has functioned nearly as well with Ondrej Kase on 
the right side of Matthews and Michael Bunting as it has with Marner 
there this season. They controlled play against Anaheim. 

Bunting and Matthews with... 

TOI 

66:45 
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130:54 

SCF 

36.8 

42.2 

SCA 

20.3 

22.8 

GF 

2.8 

4.8 

GA 

0 

3.2 

xGF 

3.4 

3.7 

xGA 

2.0 

1.8 

The unit is obviously more robust with Marner at right wing. He’s one of 
the very best wingers in hockey and may have lined up next to Connor 
McDavid on Team Canada’s top line had NHLers gone to the Olympics.  

Because Matthews is such a devastating two-way force though, and 
because Bunting and Kase have both fit nicely around him (Bunting 
especially), the Leafs may be just as potent with Marner cooking 
elsewhere. 

As you might expect, Matthews got top billing from Anaheim, drawing 
their No. 1 pair of Cam Fowler and Kevin Shattenkirk. That figures to be 
the outlook most nights, even with Tavares and Marner, two former All-
Stars, playing alongside one another. 

The No. 1 even-strength scorer in the league — by a fairly wide margin 
— since he entered it has earned that level of respect. He’s also shown 
that he’ll score no matter who does the defending against him. 

The Leafs can stretch opponents thin when they spread the three stars 
out. There’s no letup when a Matthews shift is followed by one from 
Marner (and Tavares) and then, Nylander. 

The Ducks got a taste of that in the second period. First, it was the 
Matthews line buzzing around in their zone. They were followed by 
Tavares and Marner, who kept the pressure on alongside Mikheyev. 
Then came Nylander, who found Kampf for a juicy look in the slot. 

After that, Matthews jumped over the boards yet again and drew a 
power-play that prompted a Tavares goal. 

Keefe was encouraged by his first look at the three lines, three stars 
layout, even if the choppiness of the game sometimes got in the way. 
He’d been wanting to give this experiment a go since training camp. The 
dog days of the season feel like the right moment to take a look. 

It may not work, or last all that long. 

Kase has to be healthy, for one thing, for the Leafs to move Marner and 
Nylander elsewhere. Marner and Tavares may not click — again. Keefe, 
mind you, may end up preferring the extra spice that Marner brings to 
Matthews. 

Separating Kase and Mikheyev from Kampf, meanwhile, means no full-
time defensive unit to take care of the dirty work. All that mixing and 
matching can disrupt the flow on the bench too.  

If I had to guess, the Leafs will return to the more conventional setup 
before the regular season is over. 

Yet, even the exploration is worthwhile. It creates another option for the 
team and their coach to exploit, if necessary, at playoff time. It’s an ace 
up the sleeve that Keefe didn’t have in his first two postseasons behind 
the Leafs bench. 

It’s worth a try. 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.28.2022 

1233787 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 15 Toronto Maple 
Leafs 

 

By Scott Wheeler Jan 27, 2022  

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

The Leafs’ prospect pool hasn’t seen a ton of turnover in the last year. 
Only five of the 22 players from last year’s ranking have graduated 
(Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren to the NHL and Joey Anderson 
and Mac Hollowell due to age) or been dealt (Filip Hallander). The Leafs 
only made three selections in the 2021 draft (Matthew Knies, Ty Voit and 
Vyacheslav Peksa) to replace that outgoing group. 

On the whole, that leaves the Leafs pool slightly weaker than it was a 
year ago. Were it not for players like Knies, Topi Niemela and Ryan 
Tverberg exceeding expectations, that could have been more 
pronounced too. 

The strength of the Leafs pool remains the quality and quantity of its 
depth. The Leafs are the first team to appear in this year’s countdown 
with honourable mentions extending beyond the 20-player maximum set 
out for each team’s ranking. 

They don’t have one of the game’s true top prospects, though. In fact, at 
least four of the 17 teams that rank behind them in the series (the No. 32 
Kraken, No. 21 Avalanche, No. 20 Coyotes and No. 17 Senators) have a 
better top prospect than the Leafs do. But their strength in numbers, 
combined with a strong core four at the top, slots them firmly in the 
league’s middle third of pools. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 13 (change: -2) 

1. Nick Robertson, LW, 20 (Toronto Marlies) 

When Robertson has been healthy, his career has progressed along a 
pretty steep incline towards the NHL. But the injury bug has plagued him. 
It was his wrist and ribs in his draft year. Then it was a knee injury 
suffered in his first regular season games with the Leafs last January. 
Then there was the fractured fibula he hurt in his second game of the 
season this year with the Marlies. The good news is that his skill set, 
statistical profile, and Sept. 11 birthday (which made him the youngest 
player in the 2019 draft) all suggest that they’ll limit the adverse effects of 
the injury issues. It’s a shame, too, because he looked unbelievable in 
Traverse City (where he was one of the best players in a tournament that 
featured Lucas Raymond and Cole Sillinger, who are now making an 
impact in the NHL) before the injury. He created on every shift, his 
energy was sky high, his shot was beating goalies or hitting the post, he 
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made NHL skill plays for his linemates, and he was a transition monster 
on exits and entries. 

Robertson has a pretty unique composition. His curl and drag release 
comes off his blade heavy and can cleanly beat goalies from mid-range. 
He’s got superb hands and footwork, helping him spin off checks, pull 
back against pressure, adjust around close-outs, and play under sticks or 
through feet. And then he’s also got some of the skills needed to 
complement that package and get the most out of his 5-foot-9 frame: 
He’s fearless in puck pursuit, he doesn’t back down from board battles, 
and his feet are always moving to stay involved on the forecheck (he can 
actually occasionally chase the play a little too much) and get open off 
the puck. I’ve also liked (when healthy) the way he has opened up his 
vision to involve his linemates and take better advantage of his good 
playmaking feel in the AHL, so that he’s not so net-focussed and tunnel-
visioned as a shooter. I’d still count on a top-nine contributing floor and 
top-six scoring ceiling, either of which will be complemented by his work 
ethic and include power play upside. 

2. Matthew Knies, LW, 19 (University of Minnesota) 

Knies has become one of the best early stories of the 2021 draft class 
with his play at the University of Minnesota, where he has produced at a 
point per game as a freshman to work his way onto USA’s men’s 
Olympic team. In fact, I’d probably argue that he, Joshua Roy 
(Canadiens), Scott Morrow (Hurricanes), and Matvei Petrov (Oilers) are 
the four players from the 2021 class who’ve impressed the most relative 
to where they were selected. Knies has a rare power-finesse blend to his 
game, where he can drop a shoulder, drive at you with his heavy 6-foot-3 
frame, and overpower goalies with his shot, but he also executes his fair 
share of small area plays. He’s got a bit of a hunch in his stride that really 
leans him out over his toecaps, which I’d like to see straightened out at 
least a little, but he’s got all of the makings of a modern power forward 
who can play an honest but talented game that excels on the wall as 
much as in the middle third. He’s comfortable in control, he’s got great 
touch, he’s always working to keep himself in the play off of the puck, 
he’s got a strong two-way foundation, he’s hard to knock off pucks, and 
he understands how to play off of crowds to facilitate. And while that all 
has to be measured against being one of the older players in the 2021 
draft, he also looks like he’s closer to pro-ready than the kids who were 
born at the other end of that late-September 2002 to early September 
2003 window. His projection has quickly moved from complementary 
middle-six power forward to potential impact top-six power forward. 

Here’s what University of Minnesota assistant coach Garrett Raboin had 
to say about Knies on a recent call with me: 

“He’s certainly been the talk of that draft class. Outside of the guys at 
Michigan, he has really stepped to the forefront. He’s had some real 
success with us and he’s a guy that right from Day 1 we’ve known is 
going to be a heck of a college hockey player. He can shoot it and 
physically he’s able to separate guys from the puck, he’s able to play in 
traffic, he’s got good skill, and he’s a man.” 

3. Topi Niemelä, RHD, 19 (Kärpät) 

Niemela is in the midst of a two-year progression that has completely 
changed his outlook as a prospect. On his draft day, Niemela played a 
modern style that projected into a third pairing ceiling. Today, he’s got 
legitimate top-four aspirations and has established himself, as a teenager 
no less, as one of the top defencemen in Liiga (and its highest-scoring 
one). Niemela is a poised, calculating, one-step-ahead player who makes 
the game looks easy. He has become an impressive power play 
quarterback, he’s creating offence consistently at 5-on-5, he’s an able 
defender, and he drives results with the consistency of his execution. 
Niemela’s ability to calmly take passes, beat the first layer, and then 
quickly identify a lane or move his feet to create one distinguishes him. 
His game is detailed but also smooth, driving results with smart decisions 
in all three zones. He’s not overly aggressive, so you’ll rarely see him try 
to beat multiple people to force a play individually (like you might expect 
out of someone as productive as he is) but he’ll use whatever space he’s 
given as a tool to get better opportunities for himself or his teammates. 

While he’s not powerful through his stride or in his board battles, 
impressive footwork helps him open up and direct opposing plays to the 
outside, close gaps, recover from mistakes, or adjust across the 
offensive zone blue line with the puck. He looks like a real piece of the 
Leafs’ future now. 

4. Rodion Amirov, LW/RW, 20 (Salavat Yulaev Ufa) 

After impressing from his draft year into his post-draft season, Amirov 
missed all of October and November with an injury and hasn’t been able 
to play meaningful minutes with his KHL club since returning. If I’m the 
Leafs, I’ve got real concerns about the impact all of that is (and could 
still) have on the development of my first round pick. When Amirov’s on, 
he’s all over the ice making things happen, whether that’s lifting a puck 
off of an opposing player, executing quickly to make little plays in and out 
of space with his linemates, or hanging onto the puck to rotate off the 
wall to the slot, find a pocket of space, and pick his spot in the net to 
score into with a lethally accurate shot (though it takes him a little long to 
get off). Amirov’s capable of drawing players to him, making plays 
happen behind them, and fooling defenders with baits and fakes. And he 
does it with enviable fluidity (though his game lacks power and 
explosiveness, his hands move in concert with his footwork). He’s a fun 
player to watch when he’s cutting with control, changing directions in 
possession, and taking what’s given to him (where that’s a passing lane 
or spacing to attack into that shot of his) without trying to be too cute. I do 
worry about his physical maturity and development, as well as his 
confidence and the lack of touches he’s now getting (both of which are 
tied to one another). 

5. Nick Abruzzese, C/LW, 22 (Harvard University) 

Abruzzese is an ingenious offensive zone creator who has overcome a 
late-blooming career arc, a lost sophomore season at Harvard, and hip 
surgery at age 21 to become one of college hockey’s top forwards and a 
member of the USA’s men’s Olympic hockey team. When the game 
slows down, Abruzzese shines, picking teams apart in coverage with his 
ability to handle the puck and execute through layers. He’s a puck-
dominant, line-driving passer who has the hands, elusiveness and most 
importantly the problem-solving, to play that style. And though he’s a little 
on the smaller side and his stride isn’t explosive, both of which could limit 
him at the pro level, he works hard enough, certainly processes the game 
fast enough, and has such a strong understanding of spacing and how to 
use it to his advantage, that there are good odds he overcomes those 
two deficiencies. He’s the kind of player whose linemates all look their 
best when they’re playing with him because he does such a good job 
creating for them. I’d like to see him look to attack for himself a little more 
and develop into more of a shooting threat, but that’s really my only 
nitpick with his game. He’s a foregone conclusion to get an NHL deal. 

6. Roni Hirvonen, C, 20 (HIFK) 

Hirvonen, who is already in his third productive pro season and only just 
turned a couple of weeks ago, sits eighth in points per game (as I write 
this) among the more than 130 under-21 players who’ve played in Liiga 
this season. He also plays a game that can be a lot of different things. He 
can play a physically-engaged, scrappy, middle-lane style that plays off 
of his linemates, goes to the guts of the ice, and pounces 
opportunistically on chances around the net. But he’s also skilled enough 
to hang onto pucks, play on the perimeter, create for his linemates, 
evade pressure, navigate traffic, and make finesse plays in facilitation. 
He’s got quick hands off of bobbles to correct and side-step closed gaps 
or navigate through traffic. He stays in battles to fight for possession and 
extend sequences more than you might expect out of a 5-foot-9 player 
(he’s sneaky strong). He has sound defensive instincts, can be counted 
upon to support the play, and can play multiple forward positions. He’s 
going to need to pick up a step to be the same player at the next level 
and contribute in a middle-six role though (he gets caught in open ice a 
little too much, etc.), especially at his size. The good news is he plays 
fast without being fast (which is definitely the Leafs’ type these days). 

7. Veeti Miettinen, RW/LW, 20 (St. Cloud State University) 
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After a standout season as a freshman won him the NCHC’s rookie of 
the year award, Miettinen’s sophomore campaign has played to about 
the same level without taking a big step forward. And while that would 
probably make this ranking look a little generous in a consensus list 
among scouts, I’ve stuck my neck out for Miettinen repeatedly and I still 
think he’s got gifts (as detailed, pun intended, in my series of the same 
name and my story on him) that the prospects who follow him on this list 
don’t. He’s got a lethal shot that he can release quickly and powerfully off 
of either foot, a strong statistical track record, a knack for creating 
moments in games, the hard-working disposition that defines many 
Finnish players, good one-on-one skill and imagination, and silky 
repeatable moves (including a backhand-forehand shot that he likes). His 
5-foot-9 frame and average foot speed are definitely factors but every 
prospect in this kind of tier has warts of some kind and they don’t rip the 
curl and drag or catch-and-release like he does (which should always 
give him power play upside and doesn’t even mention the comfort he has 
in his strong, low-leverage one-timer). And while he doesn’t have 
explosiveness in his straight pushes, I like the way he builds speed 
through his crossovers and he does a great job playing through or 
around defenders with things like a little self-pass under the triangle of a 
defender’s stick to himself. His shooting percentage, which was 14 
percent last year and has nearly been cut in half this year, won’t stay low 
forever either. 

8. Mikhail Abramov, C/RW, 20 (Toronto Marlies) 

After transforming his already-unique game over the course of his 
QMJHL career, Abramov closed it out with a league title as Victoriaville’s 
captain. It took him some time to get comfortable in the AHL (after he 
finished second in Traverse City in scoring with six points in four games, 
looked good offensively and defensively stripping and hanging onto 
pucks) as a rookie this season but after posting just five points in his first 
18 games, he has registered 11 points in his last 10 games. Abramov 
has a great feel for the game and anticipation, tends to direct what 
happens on his line, has a sixth sense of where and how to play the puck 
into space, and changes speed effectively to play on his edges and flow 
up ice with a breezy, weaving, agile stride that allows him to side-step 
pressure. But while he has worked hard to add muscle to his once-wiry 6-
foot frame and made progress in his willingness to attack into his shot 
and take the game into his own hands at the QMJHL level, he has faced 
old problems getting to the interior to establish himself his shot in the 
AHL. Whether or not he progresses in those two areas, as he builds 
confidence attacking the interior, will determine his ability to stay on 
pucks, stay unpredictable, get the most out of the rest of his skill and 
ultimately determine his outcomes. 

9. Alex Steeves, C/LW, 22 (Toronto Marlies) 

In his first pro season, the Leafs’ latest undrafted free agent signing has 
been immediately successful, establishing himself as one of the Marlies’ 
top players and a combination threat offensively. He’s got quick hands in 
tight and he sends mixed messages with the rest of his body, which 
combined to allow him to regularly pull and drag pucks through and 
around AHL defenders, or bait and deceive them with subtle fakes. He’s 
got deceptive speed (not the raw, explosive power or agile crossovers 
that catch your eye but a quiet ability to change tempos on defenders). 
He executes small-area plays consistently and does a good job gaining 
inside body positioning to protect pucks and play stronger than you might 
expect out of a 5-foot-11 player. He’s as comfortable in control on his 
backhand as he is on his forehand. He can score from mid-distance with 
his shot, which staff with Notre Dame and Dubuque before it always said 
was better than his goal totals. And while I wouldn’t say his skill is so 
dynamic that he projects as an impact scorer at the same level, his 
overall talent blends well with the way he plans and executes plays on 
the ice to show real promise as the kind of contributing depth player the 
Leafs covet. 

10. Ryan Tverberg, RW, 19 (University of Connecticut) 

Tverberg, who first really demanded my attention at the CJHL Top 
Prospects Game in his draft year and was excellent down the stretch of 
that season to narrowly earn a seventh-round selection to the Leafs, has 

continued to follow a pretty unbelievable path since. Last year, that 
included switching his NCAA commitment to join UConn mid-season. 
This year, it included working his way into the UConn scoring lead and 
his first Hockey Canada camp to audition for the world junior team. He 
has done it by playing a consistent shift-to-shift game built upon his work 
ethic, a smooth and fast skating stride, and good overall skill. He can 
make defenders bite with a shoulder fake at top speed, cut past them 
inside-out or cut through them with an outside-in fake, and his hands 
move in unison to help him position and adjust around coverage. He has 
also grown rapidly (he’s now 6-foot and 190 pounds) after growing up as 
a tiny kid. He’s not a dynamic offensive zone player but he plays to the 
middle of the ice, works hard, adjusts his speed and tempo effectively, 
and can finish plays from the home plate area. Whether or not he makes 
it, he looks like a value pick at 213th overall. 

11. Ty Voit, RW, 18 (Sarnia Sting) 

After losing his entire draft year to the OHL’s cancellation, the Leafs took 
a calculated gamble on Voit, a slick and diminutive, late-birthday 
playmaker who showed real promise as a rookie in Sarnia. The early 
results have paid off, with Voit leading the Sting in scoring. He has found 
a new level of late too, which was highlighted by a five helper night where 
all five assists were primary. When the Sting score this year, it’s usually 
Voit who sets it up. He’s a crafty passer who will wait for coverage to 
open up one second and then make a series of quick give-and-go plays 
to set up a goal the next. His head is always on a swivel, even before 
he’s in possession, surveying his options. That cerebral nature to him 
allows him to softly move around the ice making plays and dissecting 
teams with perfect weight on his passes, and a silky first touch into his 
carries. To use a baseball analogy: If you take enough cuts on a player 
like Voit, he’s the kind of player where when you make contact it’s going 
for extra bases instead of an infield single. 

12. William Villeneuve, RHD, 19 (Saint John Sea Dogs) 

Villeneuve’s one of those players who is at his best when he lets the 
game come to him but can also stray from that and turn into a player you 
notice a lot for good and bad reasons because he’s trying to involve 
himself a little too much. There are times when he wants to join every 
rush and walk every line and you realize that he doesn’t necessarily have 
the skating to be that guy. There are times when he wants to close every 
gap and his crossovers can look smooth through neutral ice to make the 
stop on one play but his timing is off on the next because he misread the 
carrier. It can be a bit of a roller coaster. It feels like he has begun to 
strike the right balance in Saint John this year more and more, though, 
and I’m looking forward to seeing how he manages junior hockey’s top 
teams come June’s Memorial Cup (which his Sea Dogs are hosting). 
Watching his roller coaster over the last few years has also been tricky to 
gauge because his teammate, Jeremie Poirier, is a complete loose 
cannon and Villeneuve’s defensive zone results have often looked 
extremely favourable relative to the team as he takes on tougher 
assignments and at times a more cautious approach by default. His play 
with the puck has also been underrated because of the contrast to 
Poirier’s high-end skill package too. Villeneuve is a confident, capable 
playmaker who can lead exits and entries, manage the point, and 
execute through seams in his own right. His biggest barrier is slow feet 
and processing time that can take him a split second too long to read and 
react to the play in front of him, but I think he has made progress on both 
fronts, and he has plenty of other redeeming tools (soft and hard, 
including a 6-foot-2 frame). I won’t be surprised if he makes waves in the 
playoffs and Memorial Cup this year and uses that as a launch pad into 
the AHL next season. I fully understand why the Leafs development team 
made the investment in what was a quick entry-level deal for a fourth-
round pick. 

Semyon Der-Arguchintsev and Brendan Gallagher (John E. Sokolowski / 
USA Today) 

13. Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, C/RW, 21 (Toronto Marlies) 

SDA remains a confounding, almost impossibly difficult player to evaluate 
(and one I considered slotting lower as a result). He’s a unicorn handler 
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who pulls pucks into the outside edges of his lead foot and goes from 
hunched pushing up ice to standing and tip-toeing around defenders in 
control unlike very few players outside the NHL. His ability to handle the 
puck on his stick, while the blade of his stick is nearly touching his 
outside edge, is legitimately impressive. He’s a wizard inside the 
offensive zone as a passer, with a rare ability to fire a quick pass onto the 
tape of a teammate who doesn’t look open, or delay and place a light 
saucer pass into space for them to skate onto. That cleverness and 
magnetism has always made him fascinating. But an underdeveloped 
frame (which has made real progress but not enough), below-average 
speed, and a game without the puck that is now revealing itself as a 
liability in the AHL (which contrasts starkly against his ability to deftly slip 
pucks off of opposing players) continue to raise questions. Plus, like 
Abramov, he needs to shoot the puck more (though I like the willingness 
he has shown to go the net and backdoor to help contribute goals that 
way. It’s one thing to say “I don’t know what he is but I’m fascinated by 
him!” when he’s 18. It’s another if he’s still a confusing unicorn at 21. I 
think there’s a scenario where he becomes an NHL player with exactly 
the right linemates. But the uniqueness of his game and the requirements 
it creates for the types of players he’ll need around him makes him feel 
like a long shot, as fun as he is. 

14. Pontus Holmberg, C/LW, 22 (Växjö Lakers HC) 

Holmberg, through the consistency of his play these last two seasons 
with Vaxjo, has really turned himself into a potential NHL option (or at the 
very least a player who should provide good AAAA depth as a top AHLer 
when he comes over, which is expected at the end of this SHL 
campaign). He won an SHL title and led the SHL playoffs in scoring last 
year, and he has rounded into form as one of the league’s top forwards 
this year, putting together a better season than, say, the one that Pierre 
Engvall had before he joined the Marlies, spent a year and a half in the 
AHL, and made the jump into a depth role with the NHL club. Holmberg 
is a plus-level skater who uses active feet to play in transition and get 
open in the offensive zone. He drives the middle when it’s there, drives 
wide when it’s not, takes what’s available, makes intelligent decisions 
with the puck, has decent skill, brings his effort consistently, and has 
learned to look to impose himself on games despite his medium size (5-
foot-11, 179 pounds). That’s true with the puck, where he’s getting to the 
interior with more intention. And it’s true without the puck, where he’s 
constantly looking to apply pressure, get it back, and make something 
happen. I’ve always had time for Holmberg but he really began to sell me 
on his potential depth upside late last season and that has been certified 
this year. I think his game will work on the smaller ice surface, too. 

Here’s what him imposing himself and driving more often has looked like: 

He’s now bound for the Olympics with Team Sweden, as well, which is a 
nice feather in his cap! There’s certainly a case for him several spots 
higher here at this point, but his age kept him down a little. 

15. Dmitri Ovchinnikov, LW, 19 (Sibir Novosibirsk) 

Ovchinnikov has produced at or near the top of his age-adjusted bracket 
in the MHL in three different seasons/at three different ages now. But that 
play hasn’t resulted in any attention from the national team (he wasn’t 
even considered for Team Russia at the world juniors) and has so far 
garnered him very little ice-time in the KHL (his average ice time with 
Novosibirsk’s top club is just over 5 minutes a night). The actual player is 
an interesting one though, both because of his late-August birthday and 
what it means for his development on the ice but also physically (where 
he’s behind) and also for his skill set. He’s an entertaining, high-motor 
player who carves up coverage, creates in bursts between battles, and 
capitalizes on his opportunities with equal part talent and effort. 

I also like him on the penalty kill, where he regularly pounces on sleeping 
power plays and can create offence going the other way. 

16. Joseph Woll, G, 23 (Toronto Marlies) 

After two tough first pro seasons (which included an injury to start his 
rookie season and a pandemic to start his second campaign), Woll has 
begun to follow through on the promise the Leafs always believed he had 

even when things weren’t going well. He’s a great kid who is universally 
well-liked and has worked hard to get the game that made him the starter 
at the national program and Boston College back on track in both the 
AHL and NHL this season. And after looking like he was still fighting it 
early on this season, he has been great with the Marlies since his return 
from his four-game stint with the Leafs. Woll uses a studious approach to 
the position and a solid foundation of size (he’s 6-foot-4) and athleticism 
to stay square to pucks, make the first save consistently, and 
(increasingly this year) maintain that control when plays break down and 
he’s asked to make two or three stops in quick succession. When he has 
struggled, it has been more with the speed of his game and his 
movements within it than technique. Now it looks like he’s trusting his 
reads, holding his lines, and letting pucks come to him. With it, there is 
renewed hope that he can be the good organizational depth it looked like 
he was going to provide for a long time. 

17. Filip Kral, LHD, 22 (Toronto Marlies) 

After going from first pairing two-way WHL defenceman to top-four pro 
defenceman back home in Czechia last season, Kral has begun to look 
like a top-four guy in his first full season in the AHL now too. He has been 
great of late, with 11 points in his last nine games as I write this and the 
same efficiency in all three zones that has always defined him. When 
Kral moves his feet and keeps himself engaged, he has typically driven 
results at both ends, with strong underlying results (both in terms of goal 
differential and entry/exit differential). But I also think there are times 
when he lacks a physical commitment to a play, his gaps get sloppy, or 
he gets caught standing and he gets burned. His skating, handling, and 
his passing all get good grades, too, and he’s 6-foot-2 and has worked to 
add strength to his once-wiry build. But he’s got a depth NHL 
defenceman ceiling and lacks a defining quality. It’s nice to see him 
looking to take charge more consistently now though. 

18. Mikko Kokkonen, LHD, 20 (Pelicans) 

Kokkonen is a quietly effective player who clearly drives results in Liiga 
and showed well in the AHL last year but is difficult to project forward 
because of his seemingly unremarkable game his heavyset 5-foot-11 
frame. He’s got poise with the puck when he needs it but he tends to play 
a reserved style that focuses on good habits and making the right play. 
He’s also a strong defender, despite feet that can drag at times, because 
of his ability to read the play, manage his gaps, steer carriers into tough 
spots, and then make a quick play back the other way. I do worry that the 
kind of game he has honed at the pro level (after really impressing me as 
a more confident player in his draft year) will make it hard for him to climb 
beyond good AHL into the depth ceiling I think he may have had if he’d 
invested more into the offensive side of his game (because he does have 
talent). He’s still young though, he has established himself as a good pro 
player at an early age, I like the maturity of his game, and I’m not ready 
to rule out a No. 6/7 future for him. 

19. Artur Akhtyamov, G, 20 (Ak Bars Kazan) 

I liked Akhtyamov in his draft year and wasn’t surprised when the Leafs 
used their now-annual pick on a goalie on him even though NHL Central 
Scouting didn’t rank him. His track record in the MHL lines up with the 
Russian goalies that tend to progress up the ranks and he has shown 
similar promise (behind a bad team) in the second-tier VHL. He’s a lean 
6-foot-1, which does come with some limitations, but he’s quick in his net, 
his positioning is sound and aggressive, and he rarely gets beat high 
glove or high blocker despite that small(ish) frame. I’m not prepared to 
bet he’s going to be an NHLer but I’m confident in saying he’s a good 
young goalie and he has shown me nothing to suggest he won’t climb the 
next rung to the KHL/AHL. 

20. Vyacheslav Peksa, G, 19 (Irbis Kazan) 

I have to admit that before this season, I hadn’t given Peksa much time 
because whenever I made an effort to watch Kazan’s MHL team, it was 
to watch the name above him on this list. But Peksa, who is similar in 
size and different in style to Akhtyamov, has impressed me this season in 
his goalie partner’s absence. He’s an athletic, competitive, quick-on-his 
feet, move-to-pucks goalie who fights to stay in plays. 
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The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Leafs pool divides into four groups for me: 1-4, 5-6, 7-17, and 18+. 
The first is a strong group of A-minus prospects with real aspirations to 
be impactful NHL players. The second, small group, are B-plus types 
who have real upside but come with some more question marks. The 
third wide group is full of B grade players where if you can turn a strong 
minority into NHL players that’s a success. And the last includes 
remaining prospects of modest interest. I debated including Pavel 
Gogolev as a third honourable mention before settling on his ceiling as 
an AHL one. 
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LW 
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Despite what comes into the dressing room with him, the spiralling Oilers 
choose Kane 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 27, 2022, 7:36 PM 

 

EDMONTON — With Glenn Anderson’s No. 9 hanging from the rafters, 
the early line is that Evander Kane will wear No. 91 for the Edmonton 
Oilers. . . . . . .  

Add another digit — 911 — and you will have perfectly encapsulated 
Kane’s arrival here in Edmonton, where tensions have reached 
emergency levels with the team spinning its wheels for yet another 
season of Connor McDavid’s precious tenure. . . . . . .  

Kane’s is a career that has careened down the National Hockey League 
like an ambulance down Yonge Street, 769 games played with the siren 
blaring, the red strobe lights engaged. . . . . . .  

Meanwhile in Edmonton, Holland’s project is lying face down on a snowy 
sidewalk. He’s three years into this and he has not addressed the most 
important position in the sport — goaltending — while his forward ranks 
are thin and soft, two areas Kane will help with. . . . . . .  

Behind the bench, Dave Tippett goes to his two superstars more than 
any coach plays any other forwards in the game today. He is three years 
into this thing in Edmonton, and even a head coach who had Mike 
Ribiero and Sean Avery in Dallas is somehow on board with Kane, so 
desperate for success has Tippett become. . . . . . .  

It's an emergency in Edmonton today, so why not make a bedfellow of 
the perpetual problem child Kane? There is always crisis in Kane’s world, 
whether putting out the flames means ridding your roster of him, or today, 
where the 911 call goes out and Kane arrives, ready to save that kitten 
from the tree in Edmonton. . . . . . .  

Somehow, while the NHL tried to discern whether Kane falsified his 
COVID status for the second time in a calendar year, he became as 
welcome in Edmonton’s dressing room as he was ostracized from San 
Jose’s, greeted by players who came here on the promise of success 
who have instead endured seven- and six-game losing streaks already 
this season — with the halfway mark still three games away. . . . . . .  

It's time to win in Edmonton. Frankly, if Genghis Khan had wheels and a 
decent wrist shot, he’d be welcome here too. . . . . . .  

“Obviously Evander Kane is a good player. A big, strong power forward 
who is hard to play against,” defenceman Duncan Keith said Thursday 
morning. “Any time you add a player like that, a good player, you’d be 
excited about that. We’d be happy to have him, as players. Excited to 
have him join the group and help us out. . . . . . .  

The Kane signing, we are to understand, is Connor McDavid approved, a 
stamp that carries much weight here. The player could have more 
baggage than the Kardashians on a ski trip, but if McDavid wants him 
then hand that man a pen and a contract. . . . . . .  

And on the ice, maybe that’s OK for the remainder of the 2021-22 
season. Kane showed in San Jose, when he was dealt as a pending UFA 
at the deadline in 2018, that he can walk a straight line while primping for 
a new deal, giving the Sharks nine goals and 14 points in the final 17 
games of the season plus some decent playoff production. . . . . . .  

The mistake, history tells us, was made that following July, when GM 
Doug Wilson — seduced by Kane’s game and temporary self-control — 
inked the big left-winger to a seven-year, $49-million deal. The same deal 
they voided — that remains in dispute — after just three seasons. . . . . . .  

Can Holland be the smart GM who milks the production from this player 
while Kane auditions for the next contract, but have the self-control to let 
him seek his next contract elsewhere come July? 

We think Holland can be that GM. . . . . . .  

But what about if Kane and McDavid forge some chemistry? What 
happens if McDavid asks why we’re not re-signing Kane to that three- or 
four-year deal, come July? 

The eloquent Zach Hyman, the very picture of decency among NHLers 
today, stumbled on his words when asked about Kane on Thursday. A  
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Published author whose thoughts are wise and to whom words come 
quickly suddenly got a case of the “uhs” and “ums” when trying to 
formulate his thoughts on Kane. . . . . . .  

“Um, I guess we’ll see,” Hyman began. “If he’s a part of our team, then, 
um, it’s going to be… It’s going to be exciting for us to have a player like 
that, I would say. He’ll be a part of our team, if he’s a part of our team. . . 
. . . .  

He’ll be part of our team, if he’s part of our team. . . . . . .  

That means the Oilers players will open the door and welcome the 
player, the way their colleagues did in Buffalo and San Jose. It’s simply 
the way hockey players are. . . . . . .  

But when the door opens and Kane arrives, sirens blaring, what else 
enters your dressing room? 
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Sportsnet.ca / After long journey, Canucks' Martin is finally a winning 
goalie in the NHL 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 28, 2022, 1:14 AM 

 

It was J.T. Miller’s night. But it has been Spencer Martin’s week. . . . . . .  

Seven days ago, the 26-year-old minor-league goalie, fifth on the 
Vancouver Canucks’ organizational depth chart when this season began, 
hadn’t started a National Hockey League game in five years. . . . . . . 

 Thursday against the Winnipeg Jets, he stopped 33 of 34 shots in his 
third game in seven nights and picked up his first NHL win in a 5-1 
Vancouver victory driven by Miller’s hat trick. . . . . . .  

Nine years since the Colorado Avalanche drafted him in the third round, 
Spencer Martin is a winning goalie in the NHL. . . . . . .  

“It's incredibly special,” Martin told reporters on Zoom after hiking his 
three-game save percentage to .958. “Having it go well and get a win, I 
don't know if it has sunk in yet. But hopefully just keep building off of it. 
It's a really special day for me. . . . . . .  

Martin was brilliant in his first two starts, stopping 80 of 84 shots against 
the Florida Panthers and Edmonton Oilers but losing 2-1 in a shootout 
and 3-2 in overtime. He got far more help from teammates on Thursday 
as the Canucks’ five goals matched their high-water mark since Bruce 
Boudreau became head coach on Dec. 5. . . . . . . 

 “It's great for him,” Boudreau said. “I think that's three outstanding 
games he's played for us in a row. I can't be happier. He kept us in there 
and he got points in every game for us. I think it's the makings of a really 
good goalie. . . . . . .  

BINNINGTON 2.0? 

It’s possible that no one will do what Jordan Binnington did with the St. 
Louis Blues in 2019, escaping years in the minors by climbing the depth 
chart to seize the starting job in mid-season and lead his team from last-
overall to the Stanley Cup. . . . . . . 

 But Boudreau said Martin’s surprising emergence during the Canucks’ 
COVID crisis, which sidelined both starter Thatcher Demko and backup 
Jaroslav Halak, reminds him of Binnington. That’s a pretty lofty 
comparison, but an interesting one because Martin and Binnington have 
become friends as summer training partners in the Toronto area. . . . . . .  

The Tampa Bay Lightning gave Martin to the Canucks last summer for 
“future considerations” when minor-league GM and player-development 
director Ryan Johnson figured it would be a good idea to have a third 
goalie in the American Hockey League amid the ongoing pandemic. . . . . 
. .  

Martin embraced technical changes brought in by Canuck goalie guru Ian 
Clark and minor-league instructor Curtis Sanford, climbed past younger 
prospects Mike DiPietro and Arturs Silovs in Abbotsford and was ready 
when he got a chance in the NHL for the first time since three 
appearances for Colorado in 2016-17. . . . . . .  

“I stayed confident as best as I could,” Martin said of the last five years. “I 
know that there's a ton of good goaltenders and players in the AHL, too, 
so I knew that if I did get a chance, I would try to be as ready as possible. 
And then you look at some of the cases, like Binnington and just looking 
up to him and working with him in the summers, and thinking about how 
he was able to step in after waiting a little bit ... I kind of draw from that 
and try to be ready. . . . . . .  

We’re going heavy with Martin because his start in Winnipeg had extra 
gravitas. . . . . . .  

Halak returned from COVID protocol on Thursday, but backed up only 
because he hadn’t a chance to practise. Demko, bound for the NHL All-
Star Game next weekend, is due to rejoin the Canucks before Saturday’s 
game in Calgary. So despite his breakthrough, Martin may not play again 
in the NHL for a while. . . . . . .  

“The great decisions (we have) are we know we've got another goalie in 
the system that we can call up and have confidence in at any time,” 
Boudreau said. “He has played great. But ...  

Demko and Halak have proven that they're great goaltenders, so it's not 
going to be a difficult decision. When it does happen and we do have the 
two healthy (NHL) goalies, we will know that we have a third just waiting 
... to get to the NHL. He's been consistent for three games, and I'm sure 
he would be consistent if we had to play him a fourth. . . . . . .  

MILLER TIME 

At the epicentre of trade conjecture, Miller had the kind of virtuoso 
performance that makes him one of the top power forwards in the league 
and has other teams pitching offers to the Canucks. . . . . . . 

 He scored his first hat trick in four years -- shooting from distance on the 
first three goals Connor Hellebuyck allowed -- was jamming the net when 
Brock Boeser scored Vancouver’s fourth, went 13-4 on faceoffs, and 
logged 4:01 of penalty-kill time among the six minutes the Canucks were 
shorthanded without allowing a goal. . . . . . . 

 “I have a job to do here,” Miller said when asked about the trade chatter. 
“I look forward to every game I play. And sometimes you get some luck. 
That's about it. . . . . . .  

The Canucks are listening to offers but feel no urgency to trade Miller, 
who is under contract through next season at a bargain $5.25-million per. 
New general manager Patrik Allvin is expected to take at least the next 2-
3 weeks to watch and assess the roster he has inherited, and Canucks 
president Jim Rutherford told Sportsnet that, “ideally,” he wants to give 
these players the chance to make the playoffs if they stay in the race. On 
raw points, the Canucks were three out of the wildcard spot after 
Thursday’s win. . . . . . .  

Hockey Day in Canada 

Hockey Day in Canada connects hockey with the community and 
empowers hockey’s next generation. Host Ron MacLean and the 
Sportsnet team, along with Scotiabank, celebrate the game with a day-
long marathon of live NHL coverage on Jan. 29. . . .  

BETTER FROM BEST 

One game after Boudreau told reporters he needed the Canucks’ top line 
to be their best line and not get overshadowed by others, top-three 
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players Miller, Boeser and Elias Pettersson combined for five goals and 
nine points against the Jets. Pettersson, however, was split off to another 
line with Thursday’s return from COVID of winger Conor Garland, who 
was pointless but had four shots in 14:44 of ice time. . . . . . .  

“I don't think he should have to say that for us to feel like that,” Miller said 
when asked about Boudreau’s challenge. “That should be part of our 
responsibilities as hockey players. We have a lot of good depth up and 
down our lineup and we have a lot of guys that step up ... which is a 
great thing to have. But at the same time, we need to take it game by 
game and play a little like we did today. . . . . . . 

 Or a lot. . . . . . .  
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' inconsistency, lack of secondary scoring plagues 
team in loss to Blues 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

January 28, 2022, 12:25 AM 

 

Given the beating they administered to the St. Louis Blues three nights 
earlier, the Calgary Flames had to know they were in for a big test 
Thursday. . . . . . .  

They failed, according to Matthew Tkachuk. . . . . . . 

 “We’ve got to realize coming in here, that even though we just beat them 
a couple days ago, and beat Columbus, we’ve got to stay pretty even-
keel,” said Tkachuk following a 5-1 loss in his hometown of St. Louis that 
served as a measure of payback for the 7-1 loss suffered in Calgary 
Monday. . . . . . .  

“I think the problem with us is we get too high and get too low, so finding 
that consistency is something we’ve got to work on. . . . . . .  

It’s an age-old problem with his club. . . . . . . 

 “I think we have gotten a lot better at that, but I think maybe you look at 
a team like St. Louis that has won and the way they approached this 
game, and gave us nothing, and weren’t happy with the way they played 
last game,” added Tkachuk. . . . . . .  

“But they came in and had a few days to think about it. We knew they 
were going to come out better, so I know we played last night but we 
have to be more desperate than what we came into today’s game. . . . . . 
.  

Tkachuk and his top line were as guilty as anyone for not executing, with 
his trio being held off the scoresheet for the first time in seven outings. . . 
. . . .  

Such a development was inevitable for a team that has relied so heavily 
on Tkachuk, Johnny Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm all season long to 
carry the offence. . . . . . . 

 It was also only a matter of time that for the first time in four outings the 
Flames would direct fewer than 47 shots on the opposition’s goal. . . . . . .  

Hockey Day in Canada 

Hockey Day in Canada connects hockey with the community and 
empowers hockey’s next generation. Host Ron MacLean and the 
Sportsnet team, along with Scotiabank, celebrate the game with a day-
long marathon of live NHL coverage on Jan. 29. . . .  

To be fair, this time it was the visiting Flames coming off their third game 
in four nights, which does well to explain how the Blues were able to put 
an end to six-game point streaks for Gaudreau and Tkachuk, who 
combined for nine points in their previous meeting with St. Louis. . . . . . .  

One night after setting a franchise record with 62 shots on goal against 
Columbus, the Flames only sent 29 pucks Ville Husso’s way. Only three 
came from the top trio. . . . . . .  

Without secondary scoring, this is what happens to the Flames. . . . . . .  

“I think there’s a little bit of fatigue the other night, similar to the game we 
just played them in Calgary,” said coach Darryl Sutter. . . . . . . 

 “We had chances on the power play, didn’t score, missed the net, made 
individual mistakes from veteran players that cost us goals against. It’s 
not just about scoring goals. That’s a veteran, good hockey team. They 
had a one-off in Calgary, but if you look at their record they’re on pace for 
110, 115 points. If you make mistakes you’re going to get put in a cell. . . 
. . . . 

 Amongst others, it was a tough night for Sean Monahan, who played a 
role in both of the Blues’ first period goals, handing the hosts a 2-1 
intermission lead the Flames couldn’t climb out of despite outshooting the 
hosts 29-28. . . . . . .  

Asked what went into his decision to start Jacob Markstrom on 
consecutive nights, Sutter was curt. . . . . . .  

“He hasn’t had much work, we didn’t play for a month, we get four days 
off in a few days, the other guy hasn’t won for a month,” he said. . . . . . .  

“Pretty easy. Trying to win hockey games. . . . . . . 

 “It wasn’t even a hard decision, it was one we made a long time ago. . . . 
. . .  

With his former club from Vancouver visiting Saturday, will we see 
Markstrom make four starts in six nights? 

One would assume so, as he has clearly rebounded into form, allowing 
one goal over his two previous starts. . . . . . .  

Backup Dan Vladar has lost his last three starts in a row and has 
watched from the bench the last six games, dating back to Jan. 7. . . . . . .  

BACKS TO THE BASICS 

The Flames lone goal scorer was Mikael Backlund, who snapped an 18-
game goalless drought Wednesday in Columbus where he scored the 
eventual game winner. . . . . . .  

By far the Flames’ most effective player all night long on Thursday, 
Backlund tied the game 1-1 midway through the first period when he took 
an Andrew Mangiapane pass at the side of the net and fired it past Ville 
Husso from a sharp angle. . . . . . .  

His sixth of the season gave the veteran centre goals in consecutive 
games and points in his last three. . . . . . .  

The fact that he’s fired 22 shots on goal in that span demonstrates to him 
and his coach that he’s starting to find his game. . . . . . .  

Backlund had a golden chance to cut into the Blues’ 3-1 lead with seven 
minutes left in the second period when he had a shorthanded breakaway 
on which he lost the handle after attempting a deke to his backhand. . . . . 
. .  

He later hit the post while killing another penalty in the dying minutes of 
the game. . . . . . .  

Asked about his second line centre earlier in the day, Sutter didn’t 
sugarcoat the fact that he needs more from Backlund as part of the 
team’s ongoing struggle to find secondary scoring. . . . . . . “ 

Well, he has to be better,” said the coach. . . . . . .  
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“We can’t have guys playing 15-18 minutes with three or four goals, 
especially at that position. We’ve talked a lot about it. I’m not going to 
beat around about it. He’s a good player and he has to produce. . . .  
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Sportsnet.ca / New Canucks GM Patrik Allvin has some big decisions to 
weigh 

 

MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

January 27, 2022, 11:59 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – New general manager Patrik Allvin won’t be trading 
anyone until he actually sees the Vancouver Canucks play. Of course, 
he’ll see them Thursday night. . . . . . . Allvin planned to be at the rink in 
Winnipeg to meet players and watch them first-hand when the Canucks 
open a four-game road trip against the Jets. Typically, the presence of a 
new GM empowered to decide the immediate future of his players tends 
to have an inspiring effect on these employees. . . . . . . The Canucks 
enjoyed a gigantic bounce when Bruce Boudreau took over as coach on 
Dec. 5. We’re not sure what kind of lift the hiring of Allvin, announced 
Wednesday by president Jim Rutherford, will have because the players 
can’t give much more than they did on the last homestand, when the 
team battled admirably through three difficult games – but collected only 
two loser points – while Omicron deprived it of both National Hockey 
League goalies and three of its top four forwards. . . . . . . Under these 
circumstances, and because Allvin seems at first glance to be wholly 
decent and fair, nobody should expect a blockbuster trade on Friday no 
matter what happens against the Jets. . . . . . .  

Hour 1 - Canucks GM Patrik Allvin on his immediate and long-term vision 

It’s unlikely much of anything will happen personnel-wise for at least a 
couple of weeks, as Allvin measures the landscape he is inheriting from 
former GM Jim Benning. . . . . . . But the reason there was an 
undercurrent of urgency to Rutherford’s management search was the 
desire by the president to give the incoming GM enough time before the 
March 21 trade deadline to make his own judgments about the players 
and team and what the Canucks need to do so they no longer require an 
abacus or an iPhone to calculate their slender playoff odds halfway 
through a regular season. . . . . . . Even Rutherford has acknowledged 
publicly that the Canucks, big-picture, aren’t good enough and the roster 
and salary-cap structure needs improving. . . . . . . In the virtual press 
conference with Allvin on Wednesday, Rutherford said: “We have to add 
more players to get to where we want to get to. And that's something 
that's going to have to be decided here, leading up to the trading 
deadline. How do we go about that? And we've got to figure out a way to 
get a little cushion on the cap. It's always difficult being up against the 
cap, and a team that's not in the playoffs at this point in time is not a 
good thing. So, some big decisions are coming up. . . . . . .  

Hour 2 - How will Patrik Allvin change how the Canucks draft and 
develop? 

Earlier this week in an interview with Sportsnet, Rutherford was even 
more direct. . . . . . . “I do think it's fair to say that with everything going on 
now, the team is capable of making the playoffs,” he said. “But it’s 
against the odds. There's a lot of things that can happen here in the 
second half, and we'll see where it goes. . . . . . . “At this point, hockey 
trades are always on the table. But as long as this team keeps hanging 
around and has hope for the playoffs, ideally, we give them that chance. 
But it's always going to be: What are we doing now, and what are we 
doing in the future? And let's make sure what we're doing a year or two 

from now, we're going to be in a stronger position. . . . . . . A lot is on the 
table in the next couple of months: 

• Backup goalie Jaroslav Halak will soon trigger $1.5 million in bonuses 
($1.25 million for playing 10 games, $250,000 for posting a save 
percentage of at least .905) and the Canucks will have to carry this 
overage against their cap next season when the 36-year-old is very likely 
playing elsewhere. Understandably, Rutherford would rather not be stuck 
with this dead money. But Halak has a full no-move clause and will have 
to be convinced to waive it for a chance to play on a contending team 
that could offer him a stage on which to generate his next payday. . . . . . .  

Hour 2 - Iain McIntyre on the Canucks' new GM 

• Speedy checker and penalty killer Tyler Motte is on an expiring 
contract, and a lot of good teams would see him as a handy depth piece 
for a playoff run. One of the previous Canuck administration’s failings 
was the inability to harvest something in return for a player likely to leave 
for free in free agency. . . . . . . • Teams have been calling the Canucks 
on J.T. Miller, a formidable forward on a bargain contract that expires in 
2023. There is no urgency within the organization to move him now, but 
how much better might the offers be for the power forward this trade 
deadline than the next one? 

• The Canucks owe winger Brock Boeser a $7.5-million qualifying offer 
after this season. That’s probably too much for a player who is not one of 
the top five Canucks and is struggling through a season in which he has 
just 19 points in 36 games. If the Canucks are uncomfortable with that 
QO, do they trade him now, wait until after the season or try to negotiate 
a multi-year term for less than $7.5 million? 

• Off the ice, Vancouver is still building out its hockey-operations 
department, and Allvin will have a voice in determining how much the 
analytics department is expanded, changes to the pro and amateur 
scouting divisions and the potential hiring of another assistant GM. . . . . . 
. As Rutherford said, some big decisions are to be made in the next 
seven weeks. . . . . . . “New management and what-not, we're trying to 
get a handle on it and evaluate it,” the president told Sportsnet. “But what 
I can say that I feel really strong and good about is this team has showed 
a lot of character. They've given everything they've got on the ice. I 
mean, they've played their hearts out here these last few games 
shorthanded. We can't ask any more than that. But with that being said, 
we've got some work to do to get this team to another level. . . .  
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: First-half happy (and some sad) 
surprises edition 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

January 27, 2022, 1:10 PM 

 

Some pretty awesome things are just up the road in this NHL season. . . . 
. . . With a five-game slate on Wednesday night, the league tipped the 
balance from first to second half, as 658 games are now in the books. 
Ahead of us is a delicious Rocket Richard Trophy battle featuring unlikely 
leader Chris Kreider (he’s getting his shine here so we can highlight a 
different Ranger below), a March 21 trade deadline that’s now less than 
two months away and a wide-open Western Conference playoff race that 
basically has five sure things and three more spots that — depending on 
where you draw the line — are being fought over by eight clubs. . . . . . . 
Before we completely turn our attention to what’s ahead, though, let’s 
take a minute to do some rear-view mirror work and determine the story 
of the first half for every club. From some amazing UFA-to-be 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 28, 2022 

 

performances to fantastic goaltending to teams lowering the bar for all-
time franchise futility, there’s a lot to pick over since Lightning hung 
another banner and the Kraken officially came into existence on the night 
of Oct. 12. . . . . . .  

1. Colorado Avalanche (30-8-3) 

If this is, in fact, Nazem Kadri’s final year with the Avs, man, is he ever 
going out with a bang. The 31-year-old and UFA-to-be will soon surge 
past his previous career high of 61 points and is on pace for 119. . . . . . .  

2. Florida Panthers (29-9-5) 

It took two warm-up years in Florida, but Sergei Bobrovsky is playing like 
a $10-million man. . . . . . . 

 3. Pittsburgh Penguins (27-10-5) 

The Penguins woke up 5-6-4 on the morning of Nov. 18; they’re 22-4-1 
since then. Sidney Crosby rejoined the team two weeks before it took off 
and the Pens have lost only once since Evgeni Malkin made his season 
debut on Jan. 11. . . . . . .  

4. Carolina Hurricanes (28-9-2) 

Frederik Andersen is definitely in the running for best free-agent signing 
of the summer. The former Leafs stopper has provided the consistent, 
high-end goaltending Carolina has long sought. . . . . . .  

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (28-10-5) 

The stars on this squad are shining, but after losing its entire third line 
last summer, the question was more about how a new support staff 
would fare. Well, first-year Bolt Corey Perry has 11 goals in his past 26 
games after taking a while to get the goal-scoring monkey off his back, 
while sophomore Ross Colton is hitting his stride with 15 points in his 
past 20 games. . . . . . .  

6. New York Rangers (28-11-4) 

Igor Shesterkin is a Hart Trophy candidate halfway through the season. 
The Russian goalie is routinely the saviour of a Metropolitan Division-
leading team that has a worse high-danger Corsi percentage (45.3) than 
all but six clubs in the NHL. . . . . . .  

7. Minnesota Wild (25-10-3) 

Sophomore jinx? Please. “Dollar Bill” Kirill Kaprizov is earning every 
penny of the $45-million deal he signed in the off-season. . . . . . .  

8. Toronto Maple Leafs (26-10-3) 

Jack Campbell entered this season at 29 years old having never began 
an NHL season as the clear No. 1 goalie; he’s passed the test with flying 
colours. . . . . . . 

 9. Nashville Predators (27-14-3) 

The key to a surprisingly strong season? Top-notch goaltending from 
Juuse Saros and really nice bounce-back years from Matt Duchene, 
Mikael Granlund and Ryan Johansen. . . . . . .  

10. St. Louis Blues (25-12-5) 

Ville Husso — who only played four games before December — and his 
.943 save percentage are the story of the second quarter. Overall, 
though, this season has been all about how the likes of Jordan Kyrou, 
Robert Thomas, Ivan Barbashev and newcomer Pavel Buchnevich have 
established themselves as the future core of this club. . . . . . .  

11. Boston Bruins (24-13-3) 

The Big 3 of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak are 
unimpeachable, but even with Taylor Hall in the mix, it remains unclear if 
there’s enough secondary scoring on this roster to make Boston a 
serious threat. . . . . . .  

12. Washington Capitals (23-12-9) 

Nearly 10 years after his most recent Hart Trophy win, Alex Ovechkin — 
the league leader in even-strength goals (21) and points (44) — is surely 
the first-half MVP of the league. . . . . . .  

13. Vegas Golden Knights (25-15-3) 

Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone and William Karlsson have all missed 
significant time this year, while in-season acquisition Jack Eichel could 
still be months away from playing. Despite all those key injuries, the 
Pacific-leading Knights are still well-positioned to have a spring run with 
all their horses back. . . . . . .  

14. Calgary Flames (20-12-6) 

In a walk year, Johnny Gaudreau is having the season of his NHL life, 
tracking a 110-point total. . . . . . .  

15. Dallas Stars (22-16-2) 

Forty games in, the story here is you still can’t get a handle on who these 
Stars are: Are they a future-focussed team building around Jason 
Robertson, Miro Heiskanen and Roope Hintz? Are they an over-the-hill 
gang weighed down by the bad contracts of Jamie Benn, Tyler Seguin 
and Alexander Radulov? This team took a month to get its first 
regulation-time win and had a five-game losing streak in December. Yet 
here they are, scrapping it out for the final Western Conference wild-card 
spot. . . . . . .  

16. Los Angeles Kings (21-16-6) 

The glory days may be long gone, but three core players from the Cup 
years are still leading the way as Anze Kopitar, Drew Doughty and — to 
a lesser degree — Jonathan Quick are all playing as if firmly in their 
prime while the Kings wait for the next gen to sprout around them. . . . . . .  

17. New York Islanders (15-14-6) 

It’s easy to forget, but nine games into their epic 13-game roadie to start 
the season, the Isles were actually 5-2-2. What followed was an 11-game 
losing streak during which the squad was forced to ice a COVID-depleted 
roster for a week in November before the NHL relented and postponed 
some of its games. . . . . . .  

18. Anaheim Ducks (21-16-7) 

Whether or not this season ends with the Ducks in a playoff spot, the 
foundation for the next Orange County contender is clearly there with 
Troy Terry, Trevor Zegras and Jamie Drysdale all proving themselves to 
be NHLers on the rise. . . . . . .  

19. Edmonton Oilers (20-16-2) 

Really, it’s a story of two quarters: the Oilers were 16-5-0 after game No. 
21 and are 4-11-2 in Nos. 22-38. Can GM Ken Holland find a reliable 
goaltending solution before the season is completely sunk? 

20. Winnipeg Jets (17-15-7) 

Paul Maurice’s decision to step away from the bench about a week 
before Christmas was a shocker. Unfortunately for the Jets, they still 
can’t seem to fight their way out of mediocrity, posting a 4-5-2 mark 
under interim coach Dave Lowry. . . . . . .  

21. San Jose Sharks (22-19-2) 

Erik Karlsson was having a resurgent year, but he just went under the 
knife to have forearm surgery and won’t be back until at least mid-March. 
. . . . . .  

22. Chicago Blackhawks (16-20-7) 

Nothing on the ice matters relative to what we learned about the awful 
ways this organization failed Kyle Beach 10 years ago. . . . . . .  

23. Vancouver Canucks (18-19-5) 

A complete in-season coaching and front office overhaul was completed 
this week when new president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford hired 
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Patrik Allvin as the new team’s GM, on the heels of hiring Emilie 
Castonguay as assistant GM and installing Bruce Boudreau as coach at 
the start of December. . . . . . .  

24. Detroit Red Wings (18-19-6) 

25. New Jersey Devils (15-21-5) 

When Jack Hughes has been in the lineup, the third-year player has 
been the point-per-game guy the Devils hoped they were getting when 
they drafted him first overall in 2019. . . . . . .  

26. Ottawa Senators (13-20-3) 

For all the rough patches, the Senators still feature four 23-and-under 
guys at the top of their scoring charts in Drake Batherson, Brady 
Tkachuk, Josh Norris and Tim Stützle. . . . . . .  

27. Columbus Blue Jackets (18-21-1) 

Remember when you had to fight for everything you got against 
Columbus? The Jackets are giving up 3.60 goals per game and the only 
clubs who surrender more are Montreal and Arizona. . . . . . .  

28. Buffalo Sabres (13-22-7) 

Buffalo closed the book on the Jack Eichel saga and can hope the 
positive early returns from the pieces they got back — Alex Tuch and 
Peyton Krebs — are a sign of things to come. . . . . . .  

29. Seattle Kraken (13-25-4) 

Philipp Grubauer fell flat after inking a big free-agent deal and the team’s 
overall save percentage is a league-worst .875. . . . . . .  

30. Philadelphia Flyers (13-22-8) 

Philly set the franchise mark for most consecutive games without a win 
(13) and earlier this year the Flyers went 10 games without a victory, 
which it has only done three other times (four if you count the current 
awful run) in the history of the club. . . . . . .  

31. Arizona Coyotes (10-27-4) 

Quite frankly, the story of the first half is things are going exactly to plan 
as the Coyotes enter a two-year window to try to draft one of Shane 
Wright in 2022 or — even better — Connor Bedard in ’23. . . . . . . 32. 
Montreal Canadiens (8-26-7) 

After a decade in the big chair, former GM Marc Bergervin was fired in 
favour of two men — executive vice-president Jeff Gorton and GM Kent 
Hughes — who’ve spoken pretty openly about modernizing the Habs’ 
approach to building a team. . . .  
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Prospect Notebook: Shane Wright dazzles with 
another stunning goal 

 

Sam Cosentino 

January 27, 2022, 4:30 PM 

 

The Montreal Canadiens and Arizona Coyotes are neck-and-neck to 
finish last overall and have the best lottery odds at winning the No. 1 pick 
and the Shane Wright Derby, but there are plenty of decent storylines 
after him. . . . . . . Here's an update on all things NHL prospects: 

Yeah, Wright 

There’s been a lot of talk in the scouting community in regards to Shane 
Wright being the undisputed No. 1 pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. Here’s two 
items that should add to the conversation. . . . . . . First, Wright's goal 
heard (and seen) around the hockey world this week... . . . . . . And, 
second, how Wright compared to John Tavares, another player granted 
exceptional player status into the OHL, in their first 50 major junior 
games: 

Cup Runneth Over 

It's always interesting to take stock in certain games. When watching the 
Blues at Canucks game Sunday night, I wanted to take a note of how 
many players in that game played in a Memorial Cup. I was thinking 
about Michael DiPietro (Windsor, 2017) getting the start in goal and 
Joseph Murdaca (Erie, 2017) picking up two wins for the Abbotsford 
Canucks while the big club was dealing with injury and COVID-19 issues 
to its normal stable of goaltenders. . . . . . . Anyhow, here’s what I came 
up with based on the players who dressed for that game: 

St. Louis: Jordan Binnington (Owen Sound, 2011), David Perron 
(Lewiston, 2007), Robert Bortuzzo (Kitchener, 2008), Logan Brown 
(Windsor, 2017), Robert Thomas (Hamilton, 2018), Brayden Schenn 
(Brandon, 2010) 

Vancouver: Matthew Highmore (Saint John, 2017), Jason Dickinson 
(Guelph, 2014), Tyler Myers (Kelowna, 2009), Rylan Toth (Seattle, 
2017). . . . . . . Long Time Coming 

Winnipeg Ice netminder Daniel Hauser established a new CHL record 
Monday night for games started in a career without a regulation loss. . . . 
. . . Hauser debuted on March 15, 2021, and went on to post a 20-0-2 
record before being bested by the Saskatoon Blades on Saturday. The 
previous record was held by Brandon’s Scott Olson, who went 15-0-3 
across the 1977-78 and 1978-79 seasons. . . . . . . Detroit Red Wings 
netminder Alex Nedeljkovic holds the OHL record, going 11 straight 
games without a regulation loss. He set the record with the Plymouth 
Whalers to begin the 2012-13 season. Maurice Barrette’s 19-game 
streak without a regulation loss still stands in the QMJHL. Barrette set the 
record with the Quebec Remparts in 1973. . . . . . . Savy Scorer 

Matthew Savoie has been overtaken by Saskatoon’s Kyle Crnkovic for 
the WHL’s scoring lead. Savoie, a member of the top-ranked Winnipeg 
Ice was rated No. 3 on NHL Central Scouting’s mid-term rankings 
released Jan. 12, 2022. . . . . . . Avenue Q 

With the QMJHL not scheduled to return to play until Tuesday, here’s a 
reminder as to what’s happening in the league. . . . . . . Sherbrooke leads 
the Western Conference with 41 points. Charlottetown leads the Eastern 
Conference with 46 points. Felix Lafrance of the Acadie-Bathurst Titan is 
the league’s leading scorer, with 50 points in 26 games, while Quebec’s 
William Rosseau is the top goalie at 9-3-0, 2.03 goals-against average 
and .919 save percentage in 13 games. . . . . . . Another Robertson in 
Peterborough 

Peterborough’s Tucker Robertson is our focus for the undrafted 2003-
born players. Robertson is a 5-foot-10, 190-pound right winger who has 
put up 21 goals and 25 assists for 46 points through 34 games this 
season. . . . . . . Not Freddy 

The Hamilton Bulldogs have signed 6-foot-3, 215-pound defenceman 
Noah Van Vliet. Van Vliet was taken in the fourth round of the 2020 OHL 
Priority draft and was playing with El Paso in the NAHL. Van Vliet is 
eligible for the 2022 NHL draft, but does not appear on the mid-term 
rankings. . . . . . . Awaiting Tyler 

Both the Ottawa Senators and Ottawa 67’s are eagerly awaiting the 
debut of Tyler Boucher. The son of former NHL goalie Brian, Tyler left 
Boston University to sign his pro deal with the Senators, thus making him 
ineligible to play in the NCAA. A perfect fit, Boucher will get to play for a 
great junior program, but also do so under the watchful eye of the 
Senators, who selected him with the 10th overall pick in the 2021 NHL 
draft. It is expected he will debut with the 67’s Saturday night in Sudbury. 
. . . 
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TSN.CA / Chabot shines, but the Sens still have work to do 

 

Travis Yost 

 

When a team is 13-20-3, you have to squint to find the positives. That’s 
the case for the Ottawa Senators right now, who find themselves in the 
familiar position of looking up at the rest of the Eastern Conference, save 
for the Montreal Canadiens. . . . . . . But there is reason to be optimistic 
about elements of this Senators roster. Surely the influx of young talent 
(talent that’s still arriving, mind you) is great. But at some point, you need 
that young talent to show progress. You need to start winning games. 
You need to develop confidence that the players who make up your core 
can deliver wins. . . . . . . At some point, having been a great player at the 
junior level and merely being considered young by NHL standards isn’t 
indicative of progress. . . . . . . Which brings us to 24-year-old blueliner 
Thomas Chabot, Ottawa’s first defensive pairing, and where there is an 
interesting divergence in performance. . . . . . . Chabot is well-regarded at 
this point in his career, and along with Brady Tkachuk, is the face of the 
franchise. The team has invested heavily in Chabot, betting he would 
anchor the defence (and deliver wins) for many years. . . . . . . Through 
the ugliest parts of the rebuild, the Chabot pairing – like the rest of the 
Senators lineup – was usually shellacked. You can’t hide from poor 
goaltending, poor shooting talent up front, and mistake-prone defensive 
players. That trend has meaningfully reversed this season. . . . . . . I want 
to emphasize Ottawa’s performance with and without Chabot, because I 
think this is a hallmark indicator for how well a defensive player (or 
pairing) is performing and helps us better understand game flow from the 
impact of the defensive side of the ice. Elite defensive players show 
themselves in one of two ways: incredible differentials driven through 
territorial dominance, or high-end defensive play that stymies opposing 
offences. . . . . . . Consider Ottawa’s rolling goal differentials throughout 
this rebuild through the lens of whether the Chabot pairing was on the 
ice. For years, the Chabot group struggled to break-even, whereas depth 
players were routinely underwater. . . . . . . This season, while playing on 
the hip of Artem Zub and with a healthy rotation of Tkachuk, Drake 
Batherson, and Tim Stutzle minutes, Chabot has changed the narrative: 

For the first time in his playing career, the Senators are meaningfully 
better than their opponents with Chabot on the ice, having outscored 
their opponents 44-to-34 (+10). If you are GM Pierre Dorion and the 
Ottawa front office, this data point should excite you. The Senators are 
finally starting to see advantage play when the team’s big guns are on 
the ice. . . . . . . What has notably changed this season is Ottawa’s ability 
to hold the offensive zone with their skill players and convert on some of 
those chances. What you end up seeing is a relatively dangerous Ottawa 
team when the Chabot pairing is on the ice, again usually with the team’s 
top-six forwards. . . . . . . When he’s not playing, the Senators can’t 
generate any meaningful offence (via HockeyViz): 

And therein lies the concerns with the divergence in this roster. The 
glass-half-full approach to this Senators team is that their star players, 
starting with Chabot, are starting to see real results. When they are 
clicking, this team is competitive. But the glass-half-empty approach is 
desperately concerned with the rest of the lineup – in particular, all those 
minutes without the Chabot pairing on the ice. . . . . . . When Ottawa’s 
depth forwards and depth defensive players are deployed, the team is 
not competitive. They can’t generate anything offensively and leave 
themselves vulnerable to getting bottled up in the defensive end for full 
shifts. In just 36 games this year, the Senators have been outscored 53 
to 30 (-23) with Chabot on the bench. . . . . . . If that ever positively 
reverses, we may start seeing this Ottawa team in a different light, one 

that could compete with mid-tier Eastern Conference teams. . . . . . . But 
it’s imperative the rest of the roster is built out; we have seen what an 
inability to do so can do to a franchise, even one with two superstar 
players. . . .  
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USA TODAY / Ex-Vancouver Canucks forward Jake Virtanen charged 
with sexual assault 

 

Scooby Axson 

 

Former Vancouver Canucks forward Jake Virtanen was charged with 
sexual assault by Canadian authorities on Thursday. 

The Vancouver Police Department said in a statement that the British 
Columbia Prosecution Service approved one count of sexual assault 
against Virtanen following an investigation that started in May after the 
now 23-year-old victim came forward to police with the allegation. 

According to the release, the alleged incident occurred in Vancouver on 
Sept. 26, 2017. At the time, Virtanen was playing in the National Hockey 
League with the Canucks. 

Authorities added that Virtanen, 25, is not in custody at this time.  

In May, Virtanen was accused in a lawsuit of sexually assaulting a 
woman in a hotel in Sept. 2017. The allegation has not been tested in 
court. 

The statement of claim said the woman, identified only by her initials, 
suffered physical and emotional damages, including post-traumatic 
stress disorder, depression, anxiety and repeated and ongoing 
nightmares. Virtanen denied the allegation in court documents. 

Virtanen was drafted by the Canucks with the sixth overall pick in the 
2014 NHL draft. He played 317 NHL games, scoring 55 goals with 45 
assists. 

Last season, Virtanen scored five goals in 38 games for Vancouver and 
was placed on leave in May with the team saying it does "not accept 
sexual misconduct of any kind and the claims as reported are being 
treated very seriously." He was put on waivers in July to terminate his 
contract after the assault allegation became public. He then signed with 
the Kontinental Hockey League's Moscow Spark in September. 
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USA TODAY / ECHL suspends ex-Jacksonville Icemen player Jacob 
Panetta for season for racial gesture 

 

Clayton Freeman 

Florida Times-Union 

 

The ECHL suspended former Jacksonville Icemen defenseman Jacob 
Panetta for the remainder of the 2021-22 season Thursday for making a 
racist gesture toward South Carolina Stingrays opponent Jordan Subban 
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in Saturday night's hockey game at VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena in 
Jacksonville, Florida. 

The ban would be the equivalent of a 38-game suspension. The Icemen 
released Panetta on Sunday, and he is currently not under contract with 
any league club. 

However, the league said Panetta will have a conditional opportunity to 
appeal for a reduction in the penalty and reinstatement after March 17, 
"pending successful completion of a learning experience conducted in 
conjunction with the National Hockey League’s Player Inclusion 
Committee." 

The league did not specify by how much the ban could be reduced upon 
appeal. 

“Insensitive actions and gestures, regardless of intent, cannot be 
tolerated in our game," ECHL commissioner Ryan Crelin said in a 
statement. “We all need to learn and grow from this incident, and remain 
steadfast to further educating and advancing our commitment to 
diversity, equity and inclusion throughout our league.” 

Video captured during Saturday night's game pictured Panetta raising his 
arms toward his sides, in a gesture similar to a monkey, during an 
overtime altercation with South Carolina defenseman Subban, who is 
Black. Officials assessed a double game misconduct against Panetta 
during the incident. 

NFL playoffs: 10 players who could be playing final game with team 

The Icemen issued a statement Thursday in response to the league's 
ruling, saying in part that "there is no room for racism of any kind in our 
game. This unfortunate incident is an opportunity for us to make a 
difference in our sport. We see this as an opportunity to listen and learn 
and use our platform to inform and educate." 

The franchise also said it will be "connecting with local community 
leaders to help us understand the impact of this incident and how we can 
collectively make a difference." 

The Panetta incident was the second involving a racist gesture in less 
than a week in North American professional hockey. Last Friday, the 
second-tier American Hockey League suspended Krystof Hrabik of the 
San Jose Barracuda for 30 games for making a monkey gesture toward 
Boko Imama of the Tucson Roadrunners. 
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