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Succes fuels ‘fun’ for Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen in overtime and shootouts 

By Chip Alexander 

Frederik Andersen couldn’t help breaking into a smile. A 
small one, but a smile. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Ottawa Senators were just 
beginning a shootout Thursday at Canadian Tire Centre and 
the Senators shooting first. Tyler Ennis was chosen as the 
first to test Andersen and tried to beat the big goalie with a 
low backhand shot to the glove side. 

Andersen jutted out his left pad and stopped the puck. Ennis, 
Andersen’s former teammate with the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
gave Andersen a bemused look, causing him to grin. 

For a guy who had a 16-22 career record in shootouts, who 
can have gruff, no-nonsense exterior during games, 
Andersen appeared to be enjoying himself. He then stopped 
Tim Stützle and Sens captain Brady Tkachuk while Andrei 
Svechnikov scored for Carolina, giving the Canes a 3-2 
victory in their first shootout of the season and first place in 
the Metropolitan Division. 

“I like it when we win ‘em,” Andersen said after the game. 
“That’s obviously fun. 

Success fuels the fun 

Andersen has had a lot of fun this season. He has 23 wins in 
the Canes’ 29-9-2 season, which has meant a lot of helmet 
taps after games from teammates lined up to congratulate 
him. 

In his first season with Carolina, Andersen ranks second in 
the NHL in wins to Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy (24), 
fourth in goals-against average (2.05) and fifth in save 
percentage (.928) among goalies who have played five or 
more games. Sparkling numbers, all. 

Svechnikov was asked after the game about Andersen’s 
impact on the team. 

“Huge,” the forward said. “He’s making the saves, he’s 
staying very calm, for sure.” 

Andersen, who has 249 career wins, said he likes the 
challenge of overtimes, which he calls entertaining and 
“really exciting.” But shootouts? After a back-and-forth 
overtime, which can end with a blink-of-an-eye transition and 
goal, shootouts can be a letdown, he said — something of a 
necessary evil to finally bring a game to a close and have a 
winner. 

“You can’t play forever so I get it in the regular season,” he 
said. 

Andersen said his approach to shootouts is a keep-it-simple-
stupid mindset. 

“I try not to think too much,” he said. “My movements get 
slower if I start thinking too much. Guys are too skilled and 
they can make you look pretty silly. I just try to match their 
speed and do my best. I just have fun with it and try to react 
to what they’re trying to do.” 

Grinding out a win 

Andersen and the Canes were less than four minutes away 
from a loss in regulation against the Senators. Ottawa won 
an early December game in Raleigh against Carolina to end 
a six-game losing streak, and the Sens were looking to win 
again, taking a 2-1 lead into the final minutes of the third 
period. 

Nino Niederreiter’s goal with 3:22 left in regulation tied it for 
the Canes, Niederreiter and Jesper Fast going to the front of 
the net and Niederreiter punching a rebound past Matt 
Murray. 

“We tried the whole period to tie it up,” Andersen said. 
“Fortunately it worked out. Huge goal by Nino.” 

Svechnikov had his multi-point game streak end at five but 
had the shootout winner, the fourth of his career. That came 
after he made a hustling play in overtime, skating back to 
hinder Tkachuk, who had a partial breakaway, and help 
Andersen make a game-saving stop. 

“That doesn’t necessarily translate into a point but it surely 
saves one,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
Svechnikov’s defensive play. 

The Senators later had 50 seconds of a 4-on-3 power play to 
end the overtime after a hooking penalty on defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin. But Andersen stopped two shots, the last of 
his 37 saves. 

Andersen and Canes center Sebastian Aho will be going to 
the 2022 NHL All-Star Game and competing for the Metro 
team coached by Brind’Amour. Before leaving for Las Vegas, 
Andersen should have one more start for the Canes, who 
play back-to-back home games against New Jersey and San 
Jose on Saturday and Sunday. 

“He’s a superstar,” Svechnikov said. “He’s a star of our team, 
for sure.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs New Jersey Devils 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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Seeing Green: The Commitment & Preparation For Whalers Night 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are set to 
celebrate their annual Whalers Night tomorrow when they 
host the New Jersey Devils. 

Pucky, the elder statesmen of franchise mascots, will be on 
hand and Brass Bonanza will tag in for Petey Pablo's "Raise 
Up" as the home team's goal song. Perhaps the biggest 
element of change for the unique event though? 

Green. 

While the team's black warning flag alternate uniforms have 
risen in popularity over the last few seasons, the team most 
commonly takes the ice in red or white sweaters. 

For this night though, it's green jerseys, green helmets, 
green gloves, green socks, green pants. Even the 
goaltenders are in on the paraphernalia, with both Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta getting custom equipment for the 
event. 

This is no nonchalant effort, where the team merely throws 
on a green sweater and call it a day. In fact, in the past, 
we've even seen players take warmups with the 1980's-style 
headbands, fully buying into to the party-like atmosphere. 

 "We're proud to represent the Whalers brand and our 
organization's heritage and that's why we've continued to 
make Whalers Night part of our overall marketing strategy 
since the 2018-19 season," Chief Marketing Officer Mike 
Forman shared regarding the promotional night. "We can 
see in the demand for tickets and merchandise that this night 
still resonates with our fan base along with Whalers fans and 
hockey fans in general. We are also very cognizant of the 
fact that we don't want to overdue it at any point either and 
feel like we've found the right balance of one or two games 
per year on average where we can rebrand all of our 
platforms from digital to in-game, but then quickly transition 
back to our foundation here in North Carolina where we will 
be celebrating 25 years next season. Big theme nights like 
Whalers Night also help break up the monotony of a long 
season and you can feel the energy in the building both on 
and off the ice." 

 The team's in-arena merchandise stores will once again be 
stocked full of new Whalers getup, aiding in the jarring 
adjustment from the team's brand of red to a sweep of green 
throughout PNC Arena. 

This all doesn't just happen on a few days notice though, not 
for the retail team, nor the club's equipment staff, who works 
for months leading up to to ensure everyone on the ice is 
outfitted accordingly. 

Led by Bob Gorman, Canes Head Equipment Manager, the 
group starts its preparation for the evening in July. 

Orders for the helmets, pants, sticks, and socks get 
submitted during the middle of the summer, but this isn't just 
a one-stop shop where one click of a button makes all 
worries go away until the night comes. As they get closer, 
there's more items to be prepared, including some of the 
more detailed aspects. 

The custom-made green True-brand pads that Andersen will 
take the ice with? Those were discussed with the All-Star 
netminder back during the early fall. Gorman gets the ball 
rolling and a lot of the work from there is in the hands of the 
man wearing them himself. 

"For most pads it's normally about a two month-long process, 
so we had time with this one," Gorman said of getting 
Andersen his pillows. "The way it works now with True, I get 
them the purchase order and Freddie can kind of take it from 
there. He can go right online and edit the colors of the pads, 
how they look and how he wants them to be." 

As far as Antti Raanta's blue and green setup, a slightly 
different operation. Instead of ordering completely new pads, 
which can take time for goalies to break in and feel 
comfortable with, the Finnish netminder will be instead 
utilizing his since retired pads that he started the year with in 
Carolina. Assistant Equipment Manager Jorge Alves has 
undertaken the project since the middle of November, 
working on covering the black and red with the Hartford-
themed colors. 

The protective masks, each uniquely designed? Not 
outsourced to a helmet designer, which could take up to half 
a year, instead, another Alves project. 

"Freddie and I had a few different sit-downs on the plane and 
we talked over a couple different designs. We came up with 
something we liked and then I threw in a couple small 
touches myself. Then, with Raanta, we actually didn't even 
discuss anything, I just went with it. He ended up liking it." 

Again, not your typical specialty jersey night. So many 
moving parts and so much work, all for just one night. 

In addition to the netminding gear, the 18 skaters who take to 
the ice tomorrow will be clad in the green paraphernalia of 
their own. The team began dressing in their new attire at 
Monday's practice, donning their getup for the occasion to 
break it in before getting to game action. For the first time in 
the event's history there's an even bigger commitment to the 
venture as well, as the players will be wearing actual green 
hockey pants. In years past the skaters wore green shells 
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over their standard black pants that are worn for 81 other 
contests per year. 

"There's always a level of excitement too it, right in the room 
with the guys. They love wearing it," Gorman continued. "I 
think they get a charge out of it." 

As for what happens when the night's over, Gorman and 
Alves say that a lot of the players have a genuine interest in 
keeping the gear. While in years past most of the items are 

held onto for the next Whalers Night, the equipment crew is 
never short of asks regarding it. 

"It's extremely popular, everybody gets really excited about 
it. We get inquiries from people all over wanting to buy this 
stuff. We have a small sprinkling of stuff that we put out for 
the equipment sale in the summer and it goes right away." 

On-ice festivities begin tomorrow night at 6:30 p.m. when the 
Canes... or Whalers, rather, take to the ice for warmups at 
PNC Arena. 

 

 

Hurricanes ready to entertain Devils on 'Whalers Night' 

By FLM  

From the quiet to the noise -- that's how it's going to be for 
the Carolina Hurricanes as they head into a pair of home 
games this weekend. 

Carolina takes on the New Jersey Devils on Saturday night, 
with quite a bit of fanfare expected. It's the team's annual 
Whalers Night, which pays homage to the franchise's past 
life as the Hartford Whalers. The game will include retro 
jerseys and all sorts of historical references. 

The players are rather looking forward to it. 

"Probably (for the) fans, for sure," Hurricanes winger Andrei 
Svechnikov said what he'll embrace about the weekend. "It's 
going to be a big two games for us before (the) break." 

This edition of the Hurricanes is trying to carve out its own 
piece of history and the team has been doing a pretty good 
job of it this season as Carolina is tied atop the Metropolitan 
Division, entering Friday. 

It already has been an exciting week. There was an overtime 
win against the Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday night 
followed by Thursday night's shootout triumph on the road 
against the Ottawa Senators, marking the Hurricanes' fifth 
win in the past six games. 

It wasn't until Carolina's 40th game this season that it ended 
up in a shootout. Svechnikov produced the decisive tally and 
Frederik Andersen stopped all three attempts from the 
Senators. 

"When your goalie stops them all, it makes it a lot easier," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

It also marked Carolina's first game this season played 
without fans. That's because recent COVID-19 restrictions 
have left arenas in Canada without regular attendance, so 
that might make it even more exciting for the Hurricanes to 
get back into a noisy environment. 

"We want to have a good performance for our fans," 
Brind'Amour said. 

Carolina largely struggled in the second and third periods at 
Ottawa, with the puck in its defensive zone for much of the 
action. 

"You've got to be able to be comfortable playing defense a 
little bit," center Derek Stepan said. "Anytime you win, you 
don't critique it." 

New Jersey will arrive coming off Thursday night's 3-2 loss at 
Tampa Bay, the Devils' third straight defeat. 

"We've got to win games," Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. 
"We've got to be able to score more than two. What we need 
to take away from this is we've got to get it in the back of the 
net." 

The Devils have lost six of their last seven games, the 
exception coming in last Saturday's 7-4 home victory against 
Carolina. 

An interesting angle for the rematch comes with the status of 
Devils defenseman Dougie Hamilton, who hasn't played 
since Jan. 2 because of a broken jaw. He spent the past 
three seasons with Carolina and he's with the team on this 
road trip. 

The Devils had defenseman Ty Smith back for the Tampa 
Bay game after he sat out three games, including last 
weekend's matchup with the Hurricanes. 

New Jersey scored a power-play goal in three tries against 
Carolina's stout penalty-killing efforts in the previous 
meeting. 

"We've been really good on the power play as of late," said 
Devils center Jack Hughes, noting that the three remaining 
games before the All-Star break are critical for New Jersey to 
try to build momentum. 

Defenseman Ethan Bear was back in the Carolina lineup for 
the Ottawa game for the first time since Jan. 13 after being a 
healthy scratch for five games. He tallied two shots. 

"It didn't look like he had been out a long time," Brind'Amour 
said. 
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About Last Night: Two points 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Ottawa Senators 3-2 in a 
shootout Thursday night, securing two points thanks to three 
straight saves from Frederik Andersen in the shootout and a 
heady make from Andrei Svechnikov.  

The Canes certainly weren’t their sharpest against the 
Senators, seeing a 1-0 lead slip to a 2-1 deficit before Nino 
Niederreiter forced overtime late in the third period. Carolina 
lost the Corsi % battle, something that rarely ever happens, 
and didn’t quite have their regular touch on what looked to be 
a very, very poor sheet of ice.  

But still, the Canes got two points. And that’s what matters, 
of course.  

An intelligent, well-executed shootout goal from Andrei 
Svechnikov 

Thanks to Andersen’s calm collectedness in net (more on 
that in a bit), the Canes needed just one shooter to hit the 
back of the net in the shootout.  

After Vincent Trocheck got stopped on the first one, trying to 
go to Matt Murray’s five-hole, Svechnikov wristed one past 
Ottawa’s netminder to help set up the win.  

Svech was smoooooooth with it pic.twitter.com/qaigVUrR3I 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 28, 2022  

For Svechnikov, it was more than just going and doing what 
he knows he can score with. He saw how Murray defended 
Trocheck’s opening attempt, and adjusted his plan. He also 
of course kept his cool, something he’s pretty damn good at.  

“I was very calm,” Svechnikov said. “I was very calm and 
confident. When you feel a little bit shaky, then obviously 
you’re not going to score. So I was very confident and calm, 
and I knew what I was doing. At first I thought I was going to 
go five-hole, but once [Vincent Trocheck] went five-hole and 
he was sitting very low, I tried to go low blocker, and it was a 
good try.” 

Shootouts, while still somewhat of a crapshoot regardless, 
do tend to favor the teams that have the high-skill, heady 
skaters. A guy like Svechnikov has the skill set to succeed, 
and so far he has.  

With his make Thursday night, Svechnikov is now 6 for 10 in 
his NHL career in shootout attempts.  

Freddie’s Night 

The Canes wouldn’t have won the shootout, or have been 
there at all, without the best efforts of Andersen Thursday 
night.  

Carolina’s All-Star netminder was on his game, stopping 21 
of 23 shots faced while turning 3.61 expected goals against 
into just two actual goals against. Both goals he allowed 

were of the high-danger variety, and he also made seven 
high-danger saves.  

Andersen kept the Canes in the game when they were 
struggling Thursday, something that he’s done really well all 
season long.  

“You’re going to need that over the course of a season,” said 
Rod Brind’Amour. “Your team plays against a team that’s on 
it — and you’ve got to give the other team credit. They were 
good tonight — but he allowed us to hang in there. They got 
two flukey goals really, so nothing got by him tonight in my 
opinion.” 

He came up big down the stretch in regulation, and he also 
came up big in the shootout where Ottawa didn’t get 
anything.  

Freddie slammed the door when we needed it most 
pic.twitter.com/9NkI0qPgqB 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 28, 2022  

He’s been spectacular for the Canes, and Thursday he got to 
show off something that Carolina fans haven’t gotten to see 
from him yet: a shootout performance.  

“I try not to think too much,” Andersen said. “I think it’s 
important to keep the reaction and my instincts. My 
movements get slower if I start thinking too much. Guys are 
too skilled. They can make you look pretty silly. If you’re 
expecting one thing, they can easily do something else. I just 
try to match their speed and do my best. I just have fun with 
it and try to react to what they’re trying to do.” 

Other Thoughts 

 Ottawa’s first goal was a weird one, but one that 
Tony DeAngelo certainly could have avoided. It 
reminded me a lot of the pitcher in baseball who 
instinctively kicks his leg out at a comebacker, 
taking away what would have been an easy play for 
one of his middle infielders. DeAngelo did exactly 
that, making what would have been a 
straightforward save for Andersen a goal. It’s a 
weird play, and it’s one you don’t see often. A lot of 
it for DeAngelo was certainly reactionary, but also 
either commit fully or get out of the way there.  

 The line of Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast continues to do good things. The line 
had the most TOI of any line Thursday, had the 
most Corsi for and the best expected goals % of 
any forward line. Of course it paid off late with the 
Niederreiter goal, too. That line has been really 
good at doing what they do lately. 

 Speaking of Niederreiter’s goal, Thursday was a 
good case study in the importance of getting to the 
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net. Both Niederreiter’s and Derek Stepan’s goals 
came from Carolina getting traffic and danger in 
front of Murray. Sometimes, especially when the ice 
is bad and things aren’t particularly sharp, it’s as 
simple as that.  

 Martin Necas is built for 3-on-3 overtime. For the 
second game in a row he absolutely DAZZLED with 
the puck in all that open ice. Yes, he maybe needs 
to take a shot, but his ability to move with the puck 
so effortlessly is honestly mesmerizing.  

 

 

 

 

Noesen, Wolves power past Griffins 

Stefan Noesen scored a pair of goals for the sixth time in his 
last 11 games to spark the Chicago Wolves to a 4-1 victory 
over the Grand Rapids Griffins Friday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forward Maxim Letunov and defenseman Max Lajoie also 
scored for the Wolves (25-7-4-1), who defeated the Griffins 
for the seventh time in as many meetings this season as they 
outshot the visitors 40-16. 

Andrew Poturalski and CJ Smith, Noesen’s linemates, added 
two assists apiece as all three continue to rank among the 
American Hockey League’s top four scorers. 

“The power play was big tonight,” said Wolves head coach 
Ryan Warsofsky. “We needed it to come through. It was kind 
of stale the last two nights, but I think it’s just sticking with it. 
With power play, you can get really frustrated, so it’s just 
sticking with it and staying calm.” 

Letunov delivered the game’s first goal at 13:29 of the first. 
After Sam Miletic chipped the puck out of the defensive 
zone, Ivan Lodnia fed Letunov on the move at the red line. 
Defenseman Jalen Chatfield joined the rush to give Chicago 
a 2-on-1 opportunity, but Letunov kept possession the whole 
way and fired a shot top-shelf from close range. 

The Wolves outshot the Griffins 17-2 in the first period — 
including 16 shots in a row — but only led 1-0 at the first 
intermission. Chicago made up for lost time with three 
power-play goals during a six-minute, 19-second stretch of 
the second period to seize a 4-0 lead. 

The Wolves’ push began with Noesen’s first goal at 6:18 of 
the second. Near the end of the man-advantage, Poturalski 

fed the puck to Noesen at the goal line just to goaltender 
Victor Brattstrom’s right. As soon as he took the pass, 
Noesen wheeled and stuffed the puck home for his 19th goal 
of the year. 

Grand Rapids’ Josh Dickinson committed a high-sticking 
double-minor just 19 seconds later to set up Noesen’s next 
tally. Lajoie wristed a pass from the point to a spot just 
outside the crease for Noesen, who redirected it home to 
make it 3-0 at 10:33 of the second. 

The Griffins (15-14-5-2) took another penalty to set Lajoie’s 
third goal of the year. Poturalski carried the puck behind the 
net, got the defense to commit and fired a pass to Lajoie in 
the high slot for a wrister that gave the Wolves a 4-0 lead at 
12:37. 

Grand Rapids got on the board when Matt Berry battled for a 
rebound goal at 6:13 of the third. 

Wolves goaltender Alex Lyon (11-3-2) rejected 15 shots, 
including multiple breakaways, to earn the win. Brattstrom (2-
6-2) finished with 36 saves. 

The Wolves host the Rockford IceHogs at 7 p.m. Saturday in 
the Chicago Mid-Winter Classic, presented by Planet 
Fitness. The first 5,000 fans receive a Wolves rally towel 
courtesy of Planet Fitness. The Wolves also will wear their 
commemorative Healthcare Heroes jerseys, presented by 
Turtle Wax, for the final time. To get the best ticket specials, 
email a Wolves ticket representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257805283.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/seeing-green-the-commitment-and-preparation/c-330285102 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/hurricanes-ready-to-entertain-devils-on-whalers-night/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/28/22905892/about-last-night-two-points 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/28/noesen-wolves-power-past-griffins/ 
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Success fuels ‘fun’ for Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen in overtime 
and shootouts 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

JANUARY 28, 2022 1:54 PM 

 

Frederik Andersen couldn’t help breaking into a smile. A small one, but a 
smile. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Ottawa Senators were just beginning a 
shootout Thursday at Canadian Tire Centre and the Senators shooting 
first. Tyler Ennis was chosen as the first to test Andersen and tried to 
beat the big goalie with a low backhand shot to the glove side. 

Andersen jutted out his left pad and stopped the puck. Ennis, Andersen’s 
former teammate with the Toronto Maple Leafs, gave Andersen a 
bemused look, causing him to grin. 

For a guy who had a 16-22 career record in shootouts, who can have 
gruff, no-nonsense exterior during games, Andersen appeared to be 
enjoying himself. He then stopped Tim Stützle and Sens captain Brady 
Tkachuk while Andrei Svechnikov scored for Carolina, giving the Canes a 
3-2 victory in their first shootout of the season and first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

“I like it when we win ‘em,” Andersen said after the game. “That’s 
obviously fun. 

SUCCESS FUELS THE FUN 

Andersen has had a lot of fun this season. He has 23 wins in the Canes’ 
29-9-2 season, which has meant a lot of helmet taps after games from 
teammates lined up to congratulate him. 

In his first season with Carolina, Andersen ranks second in the NHL in 
wins to Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy (24), fourth in goals-against 
average (2.05) and fifth in save percentage (.928) among goalies who 
have played five or more games. Sparkling numbers, all. 

Svechnikov was asked after the game about Andersen’s impact on the 
team. 

“Huge,” the forward said. “He’s making the saves, he’s staying very calm, 
for sure.” 

Andersen, who has 249 career wins, said he likes the challenge of 
overtimes, which he calls entertaining and “really exciting.” But 
shootouts? After a back-and-forth overtime, which can end with a blink-
of-an-eye transition and goal, shootouts can be a letdown, he said — 
something of a necessary evil to finally bring a game to a close and have 
a winner. 

“You can’t play forever so I get it in the regular season,” he said. 

Andersen said his approach to shootouts is a keep-it-simple-stupid 
mindset. 

“I try not to think too much,” he said. “My movements get slower if I start 
thinking too much. Guys are too skilled and they can make you look 
pretty silly. I just try to match their speed and do my best. I just have fun 
with it and try to react to what they’re trying to do.” 

GRINDING OUT A WIN 

Andersen and the Canes were less than four minutes away from a loss in 
regulation against the Senators. Ottawa won an early December game in 
Raleigh against Carolina to end a six-game losing streak, and the Sens 
were looking to win again, taking a 2-1 lead into the final minutes of the 
third period. 

Nino Niederreiter’s goal with 3:22 left in regulation tied it for the Canes, 
Niederreiter and Jesper Fast going to the front of the net and Niederreiter 
punching a rebound past Matt Murray. 

“We tried the whole period to tie it up,” Andersen said. “Fortunately it 
worked out. Huge goal by Nino.” 

Svechnikov had his multi-point game streak end at five but had the 
shootout winner, the fourth of his career. That came after he made a 
hustling play in overtime, skating back to hinder Tkachuk, who had a 
partial breakaway, and help Andersen make a game-saving stop. 

“That doesn’t necessarily translate into a point but it surely saves one,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of Svechnikov’s defensive play. 
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The Senators later had 50 seconds of a 4-on-3 power play to end the 
overtime after a hooking penalty on defenseman Jaccob Slavin. But 
Andersen stopped two shots, the last of his 37 saves. 

Andersen and Canes center Sebastian Aho will be going to the 2022 
NHL All-Star Game and competing for the Metro team coached by 
Brind’Amour. Before leaving for Las Vegas, Andersen should have one 
more start for the Canes, who play back-to-back home games against 
New Jersey and San Jose on Saturday and Sunday. 

“He’s a superstar,” Svechnikov said. “He’s a star of our team, for sure.” 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS NEW JERSEY DEVILS 

When: Saturday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 

News Observer LOADED: 01.29.2022 
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Is this Joe Thornton’s year? Florida Panthers might be best team former 
Shark has ever been on 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: January 28, 2022 at 2:49 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 28, 2022 at 3:58 p.m. 

 

Living in South Florida seems to agree with Joe Thornton. 

“He looks phenomenal. It looks like he’s got some sun. A great base tan 
right now,” said Sharks captain Logan Couture, who was among a few 
Sharks players who caught up with Thornton on Friday at FLA Live 
Arena. “He looks good. He was himself, just a pleasure to be around. I 
love him.” 

Assuming Thornton is not scratched, Saturday’s game between the 
Sharks and Florida Panthers will mark the first time he has played San 
Jose since he left the team as a free agent after the 2019-2020 season. 

Seeing that the Sharks were taking a step back as an organization, or a 
‘reset,’ as it was termed by general manager Doug Wilson, Thornton 
wanted to remain with a Stanley Cup contender and signed a one-year 
deal in October 2020 with the Toronto Maple Leafs, who would go on to 
bow out in the first round of last season’s playoffs. 

Now he’s with a Panthers team that might represent the best chance he’s 
had of winning a Cup in his 24-year NHL career. 

Florida entered Friday in first place in the NHL’s overall standings with a 
30-9-5 record, and have lost at home only three times so far this season. 
The Panthers are the highest-scoring team in the NHL at even strength, 
have a Norris Trophy-caliber defenseman in Aaron Ekblad and a premier 
goalie in Sergei Bobrovsky. 

“This team doesn’t really have any weaknesses in my opinion,” said NHL 
Network analyst Mike Rupp, who played 610 games over an 11-year 
career from 2003 to 2014. 

“They kind of check the box on everything I would consider a contender 
to need to have. Yeah, this is about as good as it gets, I think, as far as 
having an opportunity to win.” 

Thornton, 42, spent 15 years with the Sharks, impacting the franchise 
like no other player in the team’s history with playoff appearances in 13 
of 14 years from 2006 to 2019. Before he was acquired by Wilson in an 
organization-altering deal in Nov. 2005, Thornton was evolving into a 
superstar with the Boston Bruins, leading that team to division titles in 
2001 and 2003. 

But the Bruins with Thornton only made it past the first round one time in 
seven years. The Sharks had the best regular-season record of any NHL 
team over Thornton’s 15-year tenure, reached the Western Conference 
finals four times with him, and the Cup final once in 2016. But San Jose 
could never fully get the job done. 

Now Thornton has another prime opportunity to finally hoist the Cup. 

“It’s really hard to say if this is his best chance because I played against 
those Sharks teams, and those teams were really legit,” Rupp said. 
“Those teams had as great a chance to win, I’d say, just as much as the 
chance that Florida has this year. 

“Obviously at this stage of his career, you want to position yourself and 
that’s what he did, is get on another team that can go on a deep run.” 

The Panthers still have the same core they had from 2017 to 2019 when 
Bob Boughner coached the team, as Ekblad and forwards Sasha Barkov 
and Jonathan Huberdeau remain elite players. 

But just in the last two-plus years, Florida signed Bobrovsky to a massive 
contract, acquired top-six forwards Sam Reinhart and Sam Bennett in 
shrewd trades, signed Anthony Duclair and Carter Verhaeghe in moves 
that have paid off big, and bolstered the defense corps with the additions 
of Radko Gudas and Brandon Montour. 

Boughner was fired by the Panthers in 2019 after he couldn’t get the 
team to playoffs in two seasons behind their bench. The Panthers he’ll 
face Saturday are barely recognizable to him now. 

“The way I look at their team, there’s not a lot of weaknesses,” Boughner 
said. “They’ve got depth scoring. They’re fast. They’ve got a great power 
play. 

“Like every team in that position they’re in right now, they’ll probably 
tweak or do something at the (trade) deadline to improve their team. But I 
really like what they’ve done in the last couple of years. It’s a much 
different team than I was when I was here.” 

The Panthers are coming off a 4-1 win over Vegas on Thursday. No one 
forward played less than 11:43 or more than 17:06. 

“Their record speaks for itself there,” Couture said. “They’re as balanced 
as they come in this league. Four lines. I looked at their game sheet after 
that game against Vegas. Every line played at least 11-12 minutes, so 
that means you’re balanced.” 

“This whole road trip we’re playing against a lot of the big dogs of the 
east and we’re going to have to play a great team game every game to 
give ourselves a good chance, and Florida’s no different,” Sharks 
defenseman Brent Burns said. “They just seem to come at you in waves, 
and especially at home here. They’re a great team.” 

Then there’s Thornton, who played his 1,700th career NHL game on Jan. 
6 against Joe Pavelski and the Dallas Stars. But with a deeper team, 
Thornton is in a reduced role, having played just 22 out of 44 games. 
He’s averaging just under 11 minutes of ice time per game, down from 
13:43 last season in Toronto and 15:30 the year before in San Jose. 

Thornton, with six points, likely knew he’d have to play a smaller role 
when he signed with the Panthers in August. But winning a championship 
was all that mattered. 

“I see their team on paper, I watched their team last year, I love their 
team, and that’s it,” Thornton said at the time. “I love what they’re 
building, and I’m excited to be part of it. 

“But everything is about ultimately winning the Stanley Cup, and the 
Panthers are right there in my opinion.” 

So far, Thornton looks like he’s adjusting just fine. 

“I don’t know of any place that wouldn’t agree with Jumbo,” Burns said. 
“He’s just got a great energy about everything. Just a great guy off the 
ice, on the ice. He’s taught a lot of people a lot of things here. Just puts a 
smile on your face.” 
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Joe Thornton through the years: A look at the best teams he’s played on 
in Hall-of-Fame career 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: January 28, 2022 at 2:27 p.m. | 
UPDATED: January 28, 2022 at 2:29 p.m. 

 

Joe Thornton and the Florida Panthers host the Sharks on Saturday at 
FLA Live Arena. It’s his first game against San Jose since he left the 
team as a free agent after the 2019-2020 season. 

Thornton has been a part of – and led – several standout teams during 
his Hockey Hall of Fame-worthy 24-year NHL career, but a Stanley Cup 
has been elusive. Thornton is on another championship-caliber team 
right now with the Panthers, who lead the Atlantic Division just past the 
halfway point of the season. 

Is this the season that Thornton hoists the Cup? 

Here’s a look at some of the best teams Thornton has been on in his 
career, and how their seasons ended. 

Season          Team        Record           Division finish         Season result 

2001-02         Bruins       43-24-6-9         First                       Lost first 
round 

2003-04         Bruins       41-19-15-7       First                       Lost first 
round 

2007-08         Sharks      49-23-10          First                       Lost second 
round 

2008-09        Sharks       53-18-11          First*                      Lost first 
round 

2009-10        Sharks       51-20-11          First                       Lost 
conference final 

2010-11        Sharks       48-25-9            First                       Lost 
conference final 

2013-14       Sharks        51-22-9           Second                   Lost first 
round 

2015-16       Sharks        46-30-6           Third                       Lost Stanley 
Cup Final 

2018-19       Sharks        46-27-9           Second                   Lost 
conference final 

2020-21     Maple Leafs   35-14-7          First                        Lost first 
round 

2021-22     Panthers       30-9-5             Currently first          ??? 

*Won Presidents Trophy 
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Evander Kane details heated altercation with former Sharks assistant 
coach 

 

By CURTIS PASHELKA | PUBLISHED: January 28, 2022 at 10:57 a.m. | 
UPDATED: January 28, 2022 at 3:41 p.m. 

 

The day before he was officially introduced as a member of the 
Edmonton Oilers, Evander Kane detailed an altercation he had with 
former Sharks associate coach Rocky Thompson last season after the 
two had a disagreement during one of the team’s power-play meetings. 

In an interview with TSN in Canada that aired Thursday, Kane said he 
was challenged to a fight by the coach at one point last season after a 
power-play meeting. Kane didn’t say the coach’s name, but Thompson 
was a Sharks associate last season responsible for the Sharks’ power 
play. 

“We were just giving our opinions on what we can do better, and I gave 
my opinion at one point in time, and I think our assistant coach, he 
maybe didn’t agree with it,” Kane said with a small laugh. “Anyway, the 
meeting was over, we’re all kind of getting ready, chatting afterward, and 
he comes back into the locker room with his shirt off, flexing and kind of 
being all hype and whatnot, and challenging me to a fight. 

“So it was interesting. I actually didn’t respond. Some of the guys are 
laughing, thought it was funny. I thought he was joking around, to be 
honest. I didn’t think he was being serious. It was surprising for an 
assistant coach to do that.” 

The altercation was first reported by The Athletic last summer. 

Sharks coach Bob Boughner said the incident was blown out of 
proportion. 

“Discussions and arguments or disagreements will happen between 
players and coaches all the time within the four walls of our dressing 
room,” said Boughner, who said he was also not in the power play 
meeting. “If it was a real serious situation, I think that I would have been 
found out a lot earlier than that and obviously would have addressed it. 

“But I don’t think it was anything drastic. It was a disagreement and an 
argument and that stuff happens all the time.” 

Kane was said he surprised to see that the details of the altercation had 
leaked out. Both Logan Couture and Tomas Hertl said they were not part 
of that meeting. 

“There were only a few players in that meeting, and it was unfortunate 
because I was under the assumption that our group was a tight group 
that kept things in house, as a lot of teams like to do,” Kane said. “The 
fact that that got out and how specific it was, it was a legitimate story. It 
was interesting to see some of that come out, wondering who that can be 
from because it was clearly somebody from that meeting.” 

Couture, who did not play the final three games of last season, said, “I 
don’t know if that was at the end of the year when I didn’t play the last 
couple of games for earlier. I’m not sure exactly when that happened. But 
I missed that whole interaction. Just heard about it from some guys.” 

Kane said no one from the Sharks followed up with him about the 
incident. Thompson finished the 2020-2021 season with the team and 
was set to come back this season, but decided not to return after the 
NHL mandated last year that everyone in close contact with players be 
vaccinated. 

Kane, earlier this month, was placed on unconditional waivers and had 
his contract terminated by the Sharks, who cited a “breach of his NHL 
Standard Player Contract and for violation of the AHL COVID-19 
protocols.” 

Kane was still owed close to $22.9 million on the $49 million contract he 
signed with the Sharks in May 2018. Kane was in the fourth year of the 
contract and was with the Sharks’ AHL affiliate, the Barracuda, at the 
time the deal was terminated. The NHLPA filed a grievance on Kane’s 
behalf, disputing the grounds for termination, and the case has yet to be 
heard. 
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The NHL on Thursday cleared Kane after the league investigated his 
cross-border travel during the holiday break less than 10 days after he 
tested positive for COVID. The NHL looked into whether such travel was 
conducted in accordance with applicable law in both the U.S. and 
Canada. 

After Kane was cleared, he signed a one-year with the Oilers on 
Thursday as he officially joined his fourth NHL franchise since he entered 
the league as an 18-year-old in 2009. 

The Sharks were diplomatic when asked about Kane joining the Oilers. 

“They’re a good team and he adds another dimension to that team,” 
Couture said, “and they’re a team that we’re going to battle down the 
stretch for a playoff spot.” 

Boughner added, “He’s a good hockey player and if he gets there and he 
gets on the ice and works hard and he stays healthy, I’m sure he can 
help that team. 

“But things happen for different reasons, and people move on. That’s the 
business we’re in and a lot of these guys will go through a few 
organizations on their way through their careers. So, good for him and 
wish him all the best.” 

In his introductory news conference, Kane, 30, disputed the notion that 
he has left every organization he’s been with — Atlanta/Winnipeg, 
Buffalo, and most recently the Sharks — under adverse circumstances, 
but added, “there’s definitely been different things that have happened 
throughout the course of certain tenures in certain places. 

“There’s a lot of guys that play for a lot more teams than just three. So 
I’m not alone there. But it also goes both ways,” Kane added as he sat 
with Oilers general manager Ken Holland and coach Dave Tippett at 
Rogers Place in Edmonton for his news conference. “Sometimes you 
don’t want to necessarily be in a certain position or place and it’s best for 
both sides to move on.” 

Kane said several other teams expressed interest in him after he became 
a free agent, but added that he chose the Oilers for the opportunity to 
play with centers Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid, who enter Friday 
among the league leaders with 59 and 58 points, respectively. 

“To say that everybody in the locker room I didn’t get along with, that 
would be just incredibly false. It’s less than a handful of guys, but it goes 
both ways,” Kane said. “When there are leaks coming from a dressing 
room in the media, I wouldn’t say that’s necessarily a good act of 
leadership or being a productive teammate. It definitely didn’t come from 
me. 

“I’m not really too focused on the past what happened in San Jose right 
now. Today, I’m here. I’m excited to be in Edmonton. I’m excited to play 
with two of the best players in the world and this entire group of guys that 
have obviously worked hard, got themselves into a great position to 
make the playoffs here and I’m excited to add to that.” 

Kane said he is ready to play immediately and will be in the Oilers’ lineup 
for their game with the Montreal Canadiens. 

“The team is ripe to win now,” Kane said, “and I thought it would be a 
great fit.” 
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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 14 San Jose Sharks 

 

By Scott Wheeler 

Jan 28, 2022 

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

There has been a lot of turnover in the Sharks pool in the last year. 
Among the 19 players who featured in last year’s ranking, just 11 remain. 
The biggest contributor to that is age. All of John Leonard, Joachim 
Blichfeld, Ivan Chekhovich, Noah Gregor, Vladislav Kotkov and Lean 
Bergmann have either turned 23 or are no longer eligible for inclusion 
under the criteria set out for this series. But two others fell off of this list 
(Dillon Hamaliuk, Alexei Melnichuk) because I no longer view them as 
having NHL upside. 

In most cases, that kind of year-over-year turnover would result in a 
prospect pool raking a step back. But with strong internal growth from the 
core prospects who remain and a nine-pick 2021 draft class which 
included the highest Sharks selection since 2003, San Jose’s pool has 
actually markedly improved. 

On the whole, this Sharks pool is built around a strong nucleus of about 
half a dozen alike forward prospects and a singular D prospect whose 
game has matured enough to break into the league. And while the 
Sharks’ pool is thinner in total numbers than most of the systems in this 
range in the ranking, running just 16 prospects deep, it is distinguished 
by a strong top-eight group made up of players I’m quite fond of. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 22 (change: +8) 

1. William Eklund, C/LW, 19 (Djurgardens IF) 

This has been a bit of a weird developmental year for Eklund (again). 
Last year it was a bout with COVID-19 and an appendectomy. This year 
it’s been a lack of continuity between his first NHL games with the 
Sharks, a late return to the SHL, and a two-game stint at the world 
juniors before they were cancelled. And while I’ve liked what I’ve seen of 
him across all three levels (he looked like he belonged in the NHL, he’s 
playing big minutes in the SHL, and was impressive in the short-lived 
world juniors), I wouldn’t say he has taken a huge step forward in his 
development either. Eklund’s a well-rounded three-zone player who can 
do a little bit of everything offensively (he’s strong and agile below the 
goal line, he’s a capable transporter, and he’s a plus-level finisher, 
handler and passer) and defensively (he supports the play well, takes 
smart routes to pucks and pinches along the wall, and engages 
effectively in battles to win more than you might expect from a 5-foot-11 
teenager). Eklund’s biggest strength, though, is the way he navigates on 
the ice. He slides in and out of space to get open for his shot (a shot 
which has improved to make him a real mid-range threat, even though it 
hasn’t been going in thus far this year) and play the give-and-go game 
effectively. He also makes a lot of small-area plays around the net to 
attack the slot or play a puck into it, with proper timing, for a teammate. 
He’s just a clever problem-solver who knows his game and how to play 
within himself to make something happen from shift to shift. I have little 
doubt that he’ll be a second-line forward in the NHL. His floor is high that 
way. Whether he can be a first-line forward is the question. With the right 
development and the continued honing of his craft, I don’t think it’s out of 
the question. But it’s not a sure thing either. 

2. Ryan Merkley, RHD, 21 (San Jose Barracuda/San Jose Sharks) 

This has been a very positive year for Merkley. His playmaking and 
ingenuity have really flashed at the AHL level and he has begun the 
process of proving he can hold his own and show restraint (both with his 
game and his approach/attitude) at the NHL level even when he’s not on 
PP1 or getting a ton of touches because he’s only playing about 15 
minutes a game (for now). That’s a big deal because the offence hasn’t 
gone anywhere and he’s always going to be among the most creative 
and talented on-puck, passing defencemen in the sport. He identifies and 
executes plays that few see. He’s got expert touch and a fearless 
approach. His consistency, effort level, competitiveness, attitude, and 
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body language have all come a long way. Concerns over other hockey 
euphemisms of “compete,” and “effort,” and “attitude,” and “body 
language” have all come a long way even if they’re still not perfect (I think 
he’s always going to run a little hot). He’s cheating less and creating 
offensively without sacrificing a ton elsewhere. He’s always going to 
come with some give and take. He’s not all that strong to begin with, so 
even when his effort level is there he’s not going to be a super reliable 
player in man-on-man situations. But his ability to escape pressure, 
transition the puck, and then slice teams up in the offensive zone are all 
elite. And it’s looking more and more like he’s going to be able to hold his 
own on a regular shift at even strength in the NHL, which gives him legit 
upside given what we know he’ll be on the power play throughout his 
career. 

3. Thomas Bordeleau, C, 20 (University of Michigan) 

Bordeleau’s one of several Sharks prospects I was a big fan of ahead of 
the draft and have remained a fan of since. After leading a loaded 
Wolverines team in scoring as a freshman, he has played to above a 
point per game again this year and really impressed me on my late-
November trip to Ann Arbor to watch them play. He’s crafty and 
unpredictable. His reflexes and dexterity (catching passes in his feet to 
his stick seamlessly, etc.) get high marks. And while he can also force it 
a little, I don’t think that should be discouraged in high-skill players. He 
has also worked hard to keep himself more and more involved in the play 
over the years (though there are times when he needs to move better 
and be more proactive without the puck offensively, instead of watching). 
Bordeleau’s game blends a puck-dominant, play-driving style with 
problem-solving skill and excellent east-west peripheral vision. He’s the 
kind of player where once he gets a little quicker and finds more ways to 
get to the low slot to create scoring chances for himself a little more 
frequently, he’ll be a tough player to defend against at the pro level. And 
despite his 5-foot-9 frame, I wouldn’t call him tiny and he has proven he 
can handle physical engagements and bumps just fine in college. He’s a 
deceptive player who projects as a middle-six piece who can play on a 
power-play unit at his ceiling. 

4. Daniil Gushchin, RW/LW, 19 (Niagara IceDogs) 

After two seasons as one of the top forwards in the USHL, Guschin has 
become one of the top forwards in the OHL in his one and only season in 
the league before turning pro. After registering just one point in his first 
four games in Niagara (during which I saw him play live and he was a 
force despite going scoreless), Gushchin has produced, as I write this, 20 
goals and 33 points in 21 games since on an IceDogs roster that lacks 
offensive firepower (his 34 total points is 11 clear of his nearest 
teammate). The 5-foot-10 winger — who should have played in Russia’s 
top six at the world juniors but was left off of that team with the rest of the 
players playing in North America — plays an up-tempo, feet-moving 
game that buzzes from one play to the next while manufacturing offence. 
I’ve been particularly impressed by how threatening he has been off the 
rush this season because he has always been impactful inside the 
offensive zone. He’s also an effective forechecker for his size who wins 
races, fights for his lanes, gets under sticks, and then makes quick, 
aggressive plays with the puck when he gets possession. He 
manufactures offence shift to shift with his ability to knife through seams, 
get to the net, and play in bursts with his impressive footwork and 
acceleration from a standstill. The fear with Gushchin has less to do with 
any one skill that will hinder him than it has to do with the general 
difficulty in projecting players his size to the NHL when they don’t have 
first-round notoriety (rightly or wrongly). Personally, I think he’s got the 
tools that, with continued progression, could well take him from top junior 
player to top AHL player and into the NHL as a contributing middle-six 
piece who can play on PP2. 

5. Tristen Robins, C/RW, 20 (Saskatoon Blades) 

Robins plays the game the way a versatile forward should in 2022. He’s 
deceptive, using fakes and stutters to bait defenders to trick goalies. His 
focus as a shooter is on disguising his release point and hitting a spot in 
the net rather than trying to rip pucks in, with control and shapeshifting 
taking precedence over power. He’s also an athlete, the kind of kid who 

is stronger than he looks and able to fight through checks to keep 
sequences alive. And as his offensive game blossoms (this year he ranks 
in the WHL’s top 10 in scoring, with points on more than 40 percent of 
Saskatoon’s goals despite having missed a couple of games), Robins’ 
game also drives results defensively. He’ll block shots, he’ll use up all of 
his energy in a shift on a pivotal footrace, and he reads the play in front 
of him to break up passes. I think he’s got an all-situations upside and a 
real chance at reaching it as a contributing top-nine piece down the line. 

6. Ozzy Wiesblatt, RW, 19 (Prince Albert Raiders) 

Wiesblatt is an impressive, well-rounded three-zone player. And while his 
counting stats don’t pop this year (hovering around a point per game with 
his 20th birthday around the corner in March), he’s still the leading scorer 
on one of the WHL’s worst teams. Despite his first-round selection, 
though, I’ve typically been a little lower on him than most (and lower on 
him than some of the Sharks prospects taken after him in 2020 when he 
was picked 31st). Still, and though he’s just 5-foot-10, Wiesblatt is a 
deceptively strong forward who can keep plays alive with a low centre of 
gravity and the soft-area skill needed to play through checks and escape 
pressure with control in tight spaces. That skill complements a quick 
release and a heady playmaking style to allow him to play as the focal 
point on a line or navigate away from talented players as more of a give-
and-go type. My concern is that he lacks dynamism, which will limit him 
as more of a complementary second- or third-best player on an NHL line 
than a driver or natural creator. 

7. Brandon Coe, RW, 20 (North Bay Battalion) 

Coe is in the middle of an unbelievable season in the OHL, fully in the 
scoring title race and making good on the size-skill combination that has 
intrigued scouts since his draft year growth spurt. Coe is a 6-foot-4 
winger with surprising skill and poise who doesn’t lose either of those 
things when the play breaks down or he’s moving at top speed. He’s a 
heady puck protector with good speed (for his size) and smart instincts. 
He’s also really comfortable in traffic for a player his size. Mix in 
dominant underlying numbers and two-way results this season and 
there’s real reason for optimism about his NHL upside, even in the 
context of his age and size advantages in the OHL. 

Watch how fluid (with his hands and feet moving in unison) his game 
looks in this sequence, first on the attack in transition and then with some 
creation into space inside the offensive zone: 

8. Sasha Chmelevski, C/LW, 22 (San Jose Barracuda) 

Chmelevski’s a player who just gets it. He knows where to be on the ice 
at all times, he’s always a step ahead of the play on his reads, and he 
understands how to play within a team’s structure in ways many young 
players don’t. I hate terms like “hockey IQ” because they mean different 
things to different people and specificity should replace ambiguity 
wherever possible in player evaluation, but when I think of what it means 
to me, Chmelevski’s playing style is front of mind. It’s about tracking the 
play, it’s about anticipating what comes next, and it’s about knowing how 
to navigate around the sheet of ice to get the most out of your game. 
Chmelevski has that. And then he also has the tangible tools you need to 
execute, with a good feel around the net, NHL puck skill, and enough 
playmaking knack. He’s getting older, he’s neither big nor fast, and his 
production is good but not enough to force a full-time role. But I still think 
he’d be a successful complementary NHL player who can play with 
different types of linemates tomorrow. His entry-level contract expires at 
the end of this season so I’ll be interested to see what the Sharks do with 
him because he’ll have to clear waivers next season and I’d like to see 
him get a real NHL look. 

9. Ethan Cardwell, C, 19 (Barrie Colts) 

A favourite of mine in each of the last two drafts, I was happy to see 
Cardwell get selected as an overager in 2021. He was passed up initially, 
I think, due to a combination of a midseason trade (which always 
complicates how a player is evaluated in their draft year due to scouting 
logistics and the difficulty of evaluating a player who had to adjust to new 
systems and linemates), his raw frame (which has actually filled out to 5-



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2022 

 

foot-11 and 180 pounds now), and a lack of exposure driven by time 
spent at the Jr. A level in his 16-year-old season. Then last year, as 
teams got more familiar with him and he thrived as the most productive 
under-19 player in Sweden’s third-rung HockeyEttan (a league that 
welcomed a lot of good young players from cancelled junior seasons in 
Canada and Sweden), his re-entry selection came into focus. I was 
actually expecting him to produce more than he has in the OHL this 
season (which I can say about a lot of his Barrie teammates, frankly) but 
he’s still manufacturing plays to dangerous areas with relative ease. He’s 
a crafty playmaker who knows his way around the ice, plays fast, and 
works hard to win his races and come away from the wall with the puck 
to make something happen. And while he’s a cut below the eight players 
in front of him here, I still like him at the front end of this next group of 
longer shot and/or lower-upside kids. 

10. Santeri Hatakka, LHD, 20 (San Jose Barracuda/San Jose Sharks) 

Hatakka continues to pleasantly surprise me with the minutes he earns at 
each level and the quiet effectiveness of his game within them, especially 
considering his age. He has always played a reliable defensive game but 
I didn’t used to feel like he had the talent and the processing power 
needed to keep up with the game when his team had the puck. But his 
increased willingness to activate off of the line has shown that even 
though he’s not making plays that lead directly to goals, he’s often 
keeping pucks in, making the next smart play, and helping to extend 
offensive zone sequences in his own way. I’ve also started to 
occasionally see him make sneaky skill plays while continuing to play his 
polished, tough-matchups defensive game. He’s a high floor, low ceiling 
player who will be a good AHLer and fine NHL depth throughout his 
career. 

11. Alex Young, C, 20 (Colgate University) 

Young has followed an excellent Jr. A career with a good first two 
seasons in college. After tying for the team points lead on a low-scoring 
Raiders roster as a freshman, he has been more productive this season 
while being just shy of the team lead throughout his sophomore 
campaign. He is, by all accounts, a great kid. He’s also a heady finesse 
player who makes plays happen in the offensive zone, blending 
playmaking finesse with a great release (I actually think he’s a more 
dangerous shooter than his NCAA goal totals so far suggest) to thrive 
with the puck on his stick and weave through lanes with his slick hands 
off of lateral cuts. He’s also a committed off-puck player who involves 
himself in the action. Average pace and average size raise questions 
about his ultimate upside but his work ethic and tenaciousness should 
help him get as far as his game will take him. 

12. Benjamin Gaudreau, G, 19 (Sarnia Sting) 

I was low on Gaudreau ahead of the draft and while I’ve come up on him 
a tad, I think the consensus has dropped on him more. He was drafted as 
high as he was (the fourth of 21 goalies drafted in the 2021 class) on the 
back of a stellar performance at U18 tournament and his reputation out of 
minor hockey following a draft year where the OHL never played. He’s a 
quick, athletic, competitive 6-foot-2 goalie whose movement in the net 
impresses. But I also think he hunches in his stance a little, he’s got 
continued work to do to control that movement better, and he can get 
frozen. This year has been a decent year for him behind a mediocre 
Sarnia team though. 

13. Artemi Knyazev, LHD, 21 (San Jose Barracuda) 

Knyazev was a great junior-level player whose project ability into the pro 
ranks always raised some questions, some of which have borne out early 
on. Despite being highly productive, it always felt like his play with the 
puck lacked touch when he was trying to do more than play a simple flow 
game where the puck moved through him into quick decisions. In junior, 
he was constantly looking to carry the puck up ice and influence the 
game and because of the consistency of those efforts the results 
followed. But that piece of his game, while noticeable, never looked easy 
per se. And while his defensive game was strong because all of his tools 
graded out as above average, I always wondered how that would look 
against pros when he lacked distinguishing qualities and everyone else 

was as well-rounded as he was. He’s meant to be efficient, routinely 
making the right play. But he’s not particularly gifted with the puck (his 
offensive game is built around a decently-hard shot and a smooth skating 
stride) and his game can look dull. If he can put it all together and really 
figure out the kind of player he wants/needs to be, he’ll be good 
organizational depth. But he has looked out of sorts this season. 

14. Adam Raska, RW, 20 (San Jose Barracuda) 

Raska’s one of those kids who you can’t help but notice over the course 
of the game. Sometimes it’s for the wrong reason when he’s playing a 
little recklessly. But most of the time it’s because he’s all over the ice, 
winning races, getting to the front of the net, constantly in motion, 
finishing his checks, and spending shifts on the cycle in the offensive 
zone. I think his finer skills will limit him from becoming more than a 
fourth-liner but he might have just enough talent and presence to make it 
work. 

15. Gannon Laroque, RHD, 18 (Victoria Royals) 

Laroque’s a player who, I must admit, I didn’t spend much time watching 
until this year because his statistical profile didn’t appear to warrant it. 
But when the Sharks didn’t just draft him but drafted him in the fourth 
round and then he followed that up to become one of the more 
productive defensemen in the WHL this season, he demanded my 
attention (especially as a 6-foot-2 righty). And what’s clear in recent 
viewings of Laroque is that he’s an active, athletically gifted, mobile 
transitional defender. And in today’s game, those are things that teams 
covet. He wants to dictate terms and impact play and he’s got some of 
the raw tools to do that. 

This sequence is a perfect example of all of those things. Watch how 
aggressive he is to attack with his feet (heck of a play to settle that puck 
off of his body too): 

16. Magnus Chrona, G, 21 (University of Denver) 

Chrona’s a 6-foot-5, 218-pound goalie whose numbers (.914 across 
three season in college) are just good enough to warrant continued 
attention. He’s the kind of goalie the Sharks should eagerly sign out of 
college just so that they can work with him and see if there’s something 
to build upon there. I don’t honestly think he’s particularly controlled, or 
particularly compact, or particularly quick, or particularly explosive. I think 
his tools beyond the size are frankly just OK. But there are plenty of 
goalies in the NHL who are less talented than their smaller peers and still 
stop just as many pucks. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Sharks’ pool breaks down into four groups: 1, 2-7, 8-13, 14-16. The 
players in that second group are the ones who fascinate me because 
while they won’t all hit, I like them each and there could be some real 
success stories among the group. 

1 

William Eklund 

C/LW 

19 

Djurgardens 

2 

Ryan Merkley 

RHD 

21 
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San Jose 

3 

Thomas Bordeleau 

C 

20 

Michigan 

4 

Daniil Gushchin 

RW/LW 

19 

Niagara 

5 

Tristen Robins 

C/RW 

20 

Saskatoon 

6 

Ozzy Wiesblatt 

RW 

19 

Prince Albert 

7 

Brandon Coe 

RW 

20 

North Bay 

8 

Sasha Chmelevski 

C/RW 

22 

San Jose 

9 

Ethan Cardwell 

C 

19 

Barrie 

10 

Santeri Hatakka 

LHD 

20 

San Jose 

11 

Alex Young 

C 

20 

Colgate 

12 

Benjamin Gaudreau 

G 

19 

Sarnia 

13 

Artemi Knyazev 

LHD 

21 

San Jose 

14 

Adam Raska 

RW 

20 

San Jose 

15 

Gannon Laroque 

RHD 

18 

Victoria 

16 

Magnus Chrona 

G 

21 

Denver 
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Kane Addresses Oilers Media, Sharks React 

 

Published 7 hours ago on January 28, 2022By Sheng Peng  

 

Evander Kane met with the media in Edmonton Friday morning and 
shared a bit more on how he left things in San Jose. 

Kane signed yesterday with the Oilers after the Sharks terminated his 
contract three weeks ago. The NHLPA has filed a grievance on Kane’s 
behalf. 

“I understand the narrative, and it’s easy to look at me just because the 
storylines have always been that I’ve been the disruptive one or 
whatnot,” Kane said. “To say that everybody in the locker room, I didn’t 
get along with, would be incredibly false. It’s less than a handful of guys, 
but it goes both ways.” 
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He went on to echo the sentiment he shared in Part One of his two-part 
interview with TSN’s Kayla Grey, which was released yesterday: “When 
there’s leaks coming from the dressing room in the media, I wouldn’t 
necessarily say that’s a good act of leadership or being a productive 
teammate, and they definitely didn’t come from me.” 

Evander Kane was referring to the leak of the near-fight between he and 
Rocky Thompson over the summer. It’s Kane’s belief that because the 
conflict occurred in a power play meeting, that there were a limited 
number of guys who could have shared the story. 

“Just heard about it after from some guys,” Logan Couture said, noting 
that he missed games at the end of the season. 

Both Couture and Tomas Hertl denied being involved with that meeting. 
Brent Burns had no comment on Kane’s story. 

Bob Boughner expanded: “I wasn’t in that meeting. I was not really made 
aware of it for some time later, and discussions and arguments or 
disagreements between players and coaches [happen] all the time within 
the four walls of our dressing room. 

“If it was a real serious situation, I think that I would have found out a lot 
earlier than that and obviously would have addressed it, but I don’t think 
it was anything drastic, it was a disagreement and an argument kind of 
thing. 

“No one complained about it, wasn’t an issue. I think some guys probably 
would have thought it was more of a light-hearted kind of a joking 
situation. So I think it’s taken a little out of context.” 

Meanwhile, Evander Kane remained steadfast that the narrative 
regarding his person has been mostly false while carefully avoiding any 
specific mention of what the reports have said. 

When asked if he took any responsibility for how things ended in San 
Jose, Kane responded, “There’s certain things that have happened, the 
majority of them outside of hockey, that have obviously been well-
documented whether they’re accurate or inaccurate. For me, like I said, I 
take responsibility for things that I’ve done wrong but I’m definitely not 
going to take responsibility for things I haven’t done.” 

Among his alleged wrongdoings with the San Jose Sharks included, but 
isn’t limited to, submitting a fake vaccination card, being consistently late 
to practices, not adhering to team dress code, and a gambling problem 
that helped lead him to bankruptcy and got the Sharks organization sued. 

“I’m happy it’s all over,” Kane told the local media, “and I’m happy to be 
here in Edmonton.” 

“Evander’s gone his own way and we’ve gone our own way,” Boughner 
told us. “I wish him nothing but the best.” 
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Why NHL Not Punishing Kane May Not Affect Sharks’ Contract 
Termination 

 

Published 11 hours ago on January 28, 2022By Sheng Peng  

 

Is the San Jose Sharks’ case for terminating Evander Kane’s contract in 
jeopardy? 

Yesterday, the NHL announced that they wouldn’t discipline Kane for 
allegedly crossing the US-Canada border while COVID-positive around 
the new year. 

The league “concluded that there was insufficient evidence to 
‘conclusively find that Mr. Kane knowingly made misrepresentations 

regarding his COVID-19 status or test results in connection with his 
international travel.'” 

Kane told TSN that he did not enter Canada illegally, suggesting that he 
was not COVID-positive and did not submit a fake negative test when he 
entered. 

Recall, however, the Sharks’ statement when they terminated Kane’s 
contract three weeks ago: “The San Jose Sharks have informed Evander 
Kane that he has been placed on unconditional waivers with intent to 
terminate his contract for breach of his NHL Standard Player Contract 
and for violation of the AHL COVID-19 protocols.” 

The NHLPA swiftly filed a grievance on Kane’s behalf against the San 
Jose Sharks. 

The NHL’s decision yesterday would seem to be a big win for the 
Players’ Association. 

However, NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly texted San Jose Hockey 
Now yesterday: “Since the investigation was related to conduct unrelated 
to conduct Sharks relied on to terminate, should have no effect on the 
grievance.” 

How does that make sense? The league isn’t punishing Evander Kane 
for this alleged additional violation of COVID protocol — but wasn’t that 
part of the Sharks organization’s grounds for terminating his contract in 
the first place? 

The devil is in the details. 

Granted, we don’t know all the details, all the reasons why the Sharks 
are terminating Kane’s contract — and why the NHL was comfortable 
supporting it then. 

Bill Daly, on NHL's position on #SJSharks terminating Kane's contract: "I 
can say we are satisfied that they have adequate grounds to terminate." 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 8, 2022 

But we know one reason why and San Jose Hockey Now has received 
an important degree of clarity about another reason why in the last 24 
hours. 

Going back to the Sharks’ original statement — Kane’s alleged “breach 
of his NHL Standard Player Contract” — San Jose contends that Kane 
was supposed to return to the Barracuda on Dec. 31, and didn’t return 
until Jan. 6. 

That’s still part of the Sharks’ argument against Kane. 

Also, it’s San Jose Hockey Now’s understanding that the NHL strictly 
investigated Kane’s cross-border travel and its legality — that’s it. Kane 
“won” that investigation, but there are a host of other possible COVID 
protocol violations that he could have committed. 

Like, for example, what was Kane doing in Vancouver when he was 
supposed to be in the AHL’s then 10-day quarantine for symptomatic 
individuals? Remember, Kane tested positive for COVID on Dec. 21, 
reportedly had a “bad” case, then crossed the border on Dec. 29. 

Or did the Sharks give proper clearances for such a trip? 

Those are just hypothetical examples, but there’s a reason why the NHL 
still believes in San Jose’s case against Evander Kane. 

There are surely other facets to San Jose’s case, some things we can 
guess, some things we can’t. 

SJHN’s prediction is still that the Sharks and Evander Kane reach a 
settlement. What might that look like? 
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Red Wings host the Maple Leafs following shootout victory 

 

By The Associated Press 

Sat., Jan. 29, 2022timer1 min. read 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs (26-10-3, third in the Atlantic) vs. Detroit Red Wings 
(19-19-6, fifth in the Atlantic) 

Detroit; Saturday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Red Wings +178, Maple Leafs -220; 
over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Detroit hosts the Toronto Maple Leafs after the Red 
Wings defeated Pittsburgh 3-2 in a shootout. 

The Red Wings have gone 6-5-2 against division opponents. Detroit 
ranks 10th in the Eastern Conference with 29.2 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.7 goals. 

The Maple Leafs are 7-2-0 against the rest of their division. Toronto 
ranks seventh in the NHL averaging 3.4 goals per game, led by Auston 
Matthews with 25. 

Toronto beat Detroit 5-4 in the last meeting between these teams on Oct. 
30. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Tyler Bertuzzi leads the Red Wings with 20 goals, 
adding 18 assists and totaling 38 points. Dylan Larkin has four goals over 
the last 10 games for Detroit. 

Matthews leads the Maple Leafs with 43 points, scoring 25 goals and 
adding 18 assists. Alexander Kerfoot has nine assists over the last 10 
games for Toronto. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Red Wings: 3-4-3, averaging 2.4 goals, 3.8 assists, 
4.3 penalties and 11.9 penalty minutes while giving up three goals per 
game with a .906 save percentage. 

Maple Leafs: 7-2-1, averaging 3.8 goals, 6.1 assists, 2.9 penalties and 
5.8 penalty minutes while allowing 2.7 goals per game with a .907 save 
percentage. 

INJURIES: Red Wings: Thomas Greiss: out (covid-19). 

Maple Leafs: Jake Muzzin: day to day (concussion), Timothy Liljegren: 
day to day (undisclosed). 
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Auston Matthews is leading the Leafs in more than just goals and points, 
he’s leading them in the dressing room 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 

Fri., Jan. 28, 2022timer3 min. read 

updateArticle was updated 8 hrs ago 

 

Auston Matthews has piled up goals and accolades so quickly in his six 
seasons in the NHL, he is regarded as one of the top players in the 
game. But his leadership qualities have remained comparatively 
unnoticed. 

“There’s been a big step maturity-wise,” Maple Leafs veteran Jason 
Spezza said Friday. “Some of our young leaders have found their voices, 

have really taken control and are driving this team … I think, Auston, he’s 
really transformed into a leader in this locker room. 

“His daily habits have always been exceptional but I think he’s having 
conversations with guys away from the group, having conversations at 
the right times in the dressing room. He’s also pushed us at times to do 
better. I think he’s got a great mind for the game, and I think we’re 
starting to see it in the dressing room … He also knows when maybe it 
wasn’t our night (and we have to) move on quickly.” 

Matthews is in the thick of another race for the Rocket Richard Trophy, 
which he won as the league’s top goal scorer last season, and he will be 
representing the Leafs in the NHL all-star game next week, his third 
consecutive all-star nod and the fourth of his career. The 24-year-old has 
grown into a strong two-way player and appears to have matured off the 
ice. 

“I think that, as he’s gotten older, for sure, we’re seeing him stepping up 
vocally, whether it’s talking to the team on the bench or in the dressing 
room,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “He’s pulling guys aside and 
communicating with them, or giving encouragement or correcting or just 
strategizing — he’s taken a lot more initiative that way. 

“We’ve talked about that with him, about the whole issue of his 
leadership as he’s gotten older here. He’s taken a lot of that on himself. A 
big part of being a great player is (to lead) the way, set the standard, 
have a level of accountability that goes with the recognition. He’s done a 
tremendous job in that way. It’s been a natural step for him, but I think 
he’s prepared for it, too.” 

That bodes well for a team trying to shake off the burden of five straight 
first-round playoff exits while it deals with another COVID-affected 
season. Toronto will play three games in the next four nights, and close 
out February with 11 games in 21 days. The division races down the 
stretch should lead to more physical games and prepare the Leafs for 
that style of play in the post-season. 

“With the second half of the season, playoff races are going to heat up, 
teams are going to be hitting their stride,” Keefe said. “We expect that to 
come, we’ve seen it. 

“The other night in Long Island, we talked about it a bit after the game. It 
was a very physical game, their guys who are physical came after our 
guys. That was a game I was really impressed with our group, coming off 
the Rangers game (a 6-3 loss) and knowing how we wanted to respond. 

“We’re not always going to be the aggressor physically, but that’s not 
always what it’s always about. It’s can you play through the physicality, 
does physicality stop who you are, using the skills you have, or do you 
play through it?” 

Notes: Jake Muzzin isn’t ready to return from a concussion but fellow 
defenceman Timothy Liljegren is expected to play Saturday in Detroit. He 
has been symptom-free after striking his head in a first-period collision in 
Wednesday’s win over Anaheim … Keefe said goalie Petr Mrázek will 
start two of the next three games heading into the all-star break. 
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Maple Leafs at Red Wings Game Night 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Jan 28, 2022  •  7 hours ago  •  2 minute read  •    

 

Red Wings goaltender Thomas Greiss makes a save as Maple Leafs 
forward Auston Matthews and Red Wings forward Pius Suter battle for 
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the puck during first period NHL hockey action in Toronto on Saturday, 
October 30, 2021. 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 26-10-3 at DETROIT RED WINGS 19-19-6 

Tonight, 7 p.m., TV: CBC/Sportsnet Radio: AM 1050 

WHY WATCH? 

In the Leafs’ favour 

The Maple Leafs and Red Wings meet for the second time in four 
meetings this season, with Toronto winning the first clash 5-4 at 
Scotiabank Arena on Oct. 30. Detroit could be a bit fatigued after playing 
Pittsburgh on Friday night, though the flight home would have been 
quick. The Wings have passed their season midway point but are close 
to playing out the string, as they were nine points out of a playoff spot 
prior to Friday. There’s little reason for the Leafs to lose this one. 

POINTS LEADERS 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Auston Matthews 36 25 18 43 +1 

William Nylander 39 17 23 40 +3 

John Tavares 38 16 22 38 +3 

DETROIT RED WINGS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Tyler Bertuzzi 36 20 18 38 +13 

Dylan Larkin 39 20 18 38 +4 

Lucas Raymond 44 11 23 34 E 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play — TOR: 30.6% (1st), DET: 15.2% (29th) 

Penalty kill — TOR: 84.3% (4th), DET: 77.7% (21st) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE RED WINGS 

1. Since winning five in a row from Nov. 24-Dec. 4, the Wings had fallen 
in a big way, going 5-10-3 in their following 18 games prior to Friday. In 
its past three losses, Detroit had allowed 17 goals, and its goal 
differential of minus-29 was among the worst in the NHL. 

2. Part of the hope for the future in Detroit lies in 19-year-old forward 
Lucas Raymond, who was leading NHL rookies with 34 points in 44 
games. The fourth pick overall in 2020, Raymond has been a revelation, 
averaging more than 18 minutes a game and making a consistent 
impact. 

3. The Wings were averaging 9.7 penalty minutes a game (ninth-most in 
the NHL through games on Thursday). That could be an issue against a 
Leafs team that scored three power-play goals in a game on Wednesday 
for the first time this season, and one that has been consistent with a 
man advantage. 
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Petr Mrazek to start two of three as Leafs welcome busy spurt before 
break 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Jan 28, 2022  •  7 hours ago  •  4 minute read  •    

 

Petr Mrazek of the Toronto Maple Leafs will get the starting nod in goal 
Saturday in Detroit and next Tuesday in New Jersey. 

Finally, a chunk of the schedule the Maple Leafs can sink their teeth into. 

A game in Detroit against the Red Wings on Saturday night, followed by 
a home-and-home set with the New Jersey Devils on Monday and 
Tuesday, awaits the Leafs before the club heads into the all-star break. 

Plenty of hockey will come once the Leafs return, starting on Feb. 7 at 
home against the Carolina Hurricanes, but the next several days mark 
the first time the Leafs will have played three in four nights since Dec. 4-
7. 

“We’re excited to play three in four,” veteran centre Jason Spezza said 
after practice on Friday at the Ford Performance Centre. “It has been a 
bit of a strange schedule for us, so to get a few games in a block will be 
good in terms of momentum and chemistry. 

“We want to be an elite team, and elite teams are consistent. We’d like to 
have a good finish to send us into the break feeling good.” 

While we understand that no games are won on paper, there’s a great 
opportunity for the Leafs to have that positive feeling, as the Wings and 
Devils are out of the playoff picture and struggle on a nightly basis to 
keep the puck out of the net. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe wants goalie Petr Mrazek to get into a 
groove, considering the club is going to have to use him more beginning 
in February, and as such Mrazek will start on Saturday and again on 
Tuesday in New Jersey. 

Jack Campbell, who will head to Las Vegas for the all-star festivities next 
weekend with teammate Auston Matthews, will start at home against the 
Devils on Monday. 

Mrazek, in battling a groin issue, has played in just five games. He was 
sharp in his most recent start, making 27 saves in a win against the New 
York Islanders last Saturday. 

“We’re going to need Petr a lot coming up,” Keefe said. “Getting him this 
game (against the Wings) better prepares him for (the set with the Devils) 
versus having a longer stretch between games. We think trying to get 
him into a little bit of a rhythm is important.” 

Keefe will stick with the new-look lines that debuted against the Anaheim 
Ducks on Wednesday, meaning that Matthews, Mitch Marner and William 
Nylander again will play on separate trios. 

There is going to be an area of concentration for the Leafs in the three 
games prior to the break, and considering the opposition, they could be 
put to a certain test. 

You would think that the chances are high that the Leafs will have a two-
goal lead at some point in their next three games. If so, holding them will 
be the focus. 

When the Leafs beat the Ducks 4-3 in a shootout, it marked the fifth time 
in seven games that Toronto was unable to keep at least a two-goal lead. 

“It’s a balance for us of being too passive when we have the lead, and 
also making sure that we’re covering the inside of the net, not giving free 
chances,” Spezza said of what has unfolded in recent games. 

“It’s part of the learning curve of a year, getting comfortable in those 
situations. Just because we’ve had a few get away from us, it doesn’t 
change our mindset too much.” 

True, and in those games, the Leafs found their footing to win three. In 
another, they got a point in an overtime loss in Colorado. Only in New 
York against the Rangers last Wednesday did the Leafs not earn 
something tangible after letting a two-goal lead slip away. 

A growth in maturity, in Spezza’s view, has helped the Leafs keep their 
composure to win those games. 
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“It’s easy to get down when you give up a lead,” Spezza said. “But the 
group has been really resilient this year in terms of when things haven’t 
gone the way we want them to go, just being able to flip the switch quick 
— whether it’s with a practice day and moving forward, or whether it’s 
collecting yourselves heading into an overtime — there’s been a lot more 
of a mature approach toward winning games. Some nights it’s going to 
be clinical, where you’re dominating teams and everybody’s happy and it 
looks good. 

“Other nights, it’s going to be a little bit ugly and you find a way to win. 
You still drag those points out and you gain confidence. 

“That has been the biggest step for us, is the focus really seems to be on 
just winning hockey games. When we’re doing that, we’re at our best.” 

MUZZIN’S RED LIGHT REMAINS 

Expect to see Timothy Liljegren on the Maple Leafs’ blue line on 
Saturday night. 

But Jake Muzzin? No. 

Liljegren practised on Friday on a pairing with Travis Dermott, this after 
Liljegren departed the Leafs’ game against Anaheim on Wednesday for 
precautionary reasons after falling and hitting his head on Ducks forward 
Trevor Zegras. 

Liljegren said he was feeling “pretty good” and had no concussion 
symptoms. 

He was penalized on the play, and the minor was served by captain John 
Tavares. 

“I guess I tripped (Zegras) with my head,” Liljegren said. “That was kind 
of a weird call.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe said the decision on whether Liljegren plays in 
Detroit against the Red Wings will be made right before the game. 

“We have him scheduled to play, but with any injuries such as this, we’re 
going to monitor it,” Keefe said. “We’ll see how he is.” 

Muzzin, out since Jan. 15 when he suffered a concussion against St. 
Louis, again was wearing a no-contact red sweater at practice. 

“He has continued to progress,” Keefe said. “But both he and the medical 
team are just not comfortable with where he is right now to put him into 
games, so he will not make the trip to Detroit.” 
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Auston Matthews' leadership growth a part of Maple Leafs' maturation 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Jan 28, 2022  •  8 hours ago  •  3 minute read  •    

 

Auston Matthews of the Toronto Maple Leafs sets up on the point for a 
powerplay against the New York Rangers during an NHL game at 
Scotiabank Arena on November 18, 2021 in Toronto, Ontario. 

Jason Spezza has witnessed a growth in the Maple Leafs’ maturity  this 
season. 

Within that, the veteran centre said some young leaders have found their 
voices. 

In particular, superstar centre Auston Matthews. 

“Auston has really transformed into a leader in this locker room,” Spezza 
said. “His daily habits have always been exceptional, but he’s having 

conversations with guys away from the group, he’s having conversations 
at the right time in the dressing room. 

“He has pushed us at times to be better. He has a great mind for the 
game and we’re starting to see it now in the room. 

“And he also knows when maybe it just wasn’t (going on a certain night) 
and you have to move on quickly. It’s good to have a fresh take on things 
sometimes and he’s been able to give that.” 

It’s an encouraging development on the part of the 24-year-old Matthews. 
He’s in line to be the next captain of the Leafs, provided he eventually 
signs beyond the 2023-24 season once his current contract expires. 
Captain John Tavares’ contract ends in 2025. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe has taken note of the change in Matthews. 

“We’ve seen him stepping up vocally, whether it’s talking to the team on 
the bench or in the dressing room, or pulling guys aside and 
communicating with them,” Keefe said. “Whether it’s encouragement or 
correction, or just strategizing, he’s taking a lot more initiative. 

“We’ve talked about that evolution in his leadership, but he’s taken a lot 
of it on himself, knowing that’s a big part of being a great player, is to 
lead the way and make others better and set the standard and have a 
level of accountability. 

“It has been a natural step for him. He has been prepared for it and done 
a good job of it. He had been a very quiet player once he came back to 
the bench in the past. He recognizes where he is within our team and 
where he is in the league and what he wants our team to accomplish, 
and he’s taking charge with it.” 

KASE BETTER THAN OK 

The Leafs continue to get great value out of winger Ondrej Kase, who 
has proven to be as effective playing on the top line with Matthews as he 
is in a defensive role with David Kampf on the third line. 

“He has a great skill set that allows him to play anywhere in our lineup,” 
Keefe said. “His legs don’t stop moving, he’s on the puck. He puts the 
opponent in bad spots where they give the puck back to us. 

“And when the puck comes to him, he makes plays and can finish. We 
looked at his shifts the other night (against Anaheim) and he’s doing a lot 
of little subtle things that are leading to our team getting the puck back. 
When he’s on the ice with Auston, that’s a really good thing.” 

The 26-year-old Kase has 17 points in 31 games after signing a one-year 
contract for $1.25-million US last summer. Kase will be a restricted free 
agent this summer. 

OH, SHOOT 

Spezza’s hockey purist side might have been revealed a bit on Friday 
when he was asked about shootouts. 

“I can’t say I’m a huge fan of the shootout in general,” Spezza said. “It’s 
got a little bit stale.” 

Still, Spezza has no issues taking part when he gets the tap from Keefe. 
When Spezza scored in the shootout against the Ducks on Wednesday, 
it was his 29th goal in 78 attempts in his NHL career. 

“As an athlete, I love the pressure of getting a chance to step up,” 
Spezza said. “It gives you confidence to know that you trust your instincts 
and trust your game where you can execute a move. 

“Scoring on the shootout the other night can give me a little bit of 
confidence — the puck hasn’t been gone in for me in the last little stretch 
— but little things like that show that (the ability is) in there.” 

Spezza has seven goals in 35 games, and none in his past 10 games 
after scoring two in Minnesota on Dec. 4. 
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“It has been a rough 10-game stretch for (the fourth line) in terms of 
carrying play,” Spezza said. “The good news is, there’s lots of hockey left 
and we know how to get back to it.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

The Leafs are the lone team in the NHL that has not allowed a 
shorthanded goal this season … Defenceman Carl Dahlstrom was 
reassigned to the taxi squad from the Toronto Marlies and defenceman 
Alex Biega went to the Marlies from the taxi squad. 
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Mrazek to get two of three starts for Maple Leafs before all-star break 

 

Terry Koshan 
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Toronto Maple Leafs goaltender Petr Mrazek makes a save against the 
New York Islanders in the second period of an NHL hockey game 
Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022, in Elmont, N.Y. 

Petr Mrazek will start in goal for the Maple Leafs on Saturday night in 
Detroit. 

“We’re going to need Petr a lot coming up,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe 
said after practice on Friday at the Ford Performance Centre. 

“With the New Jersey back-to-back coming early next week, that in itself 
we know we need Petr. 

“We just thought getting him this game (against the Red Wings) better 
prepares him for (the set with the Devils) versus having a longer stretch 
between games. We think trying to get him into a little bit of a rhythm is 
important. We just like the way it sets up for Petr,” Keefe said. 

Keefe said Jack Campbell will start against the Devils in Toronto on 
Monday. Mrazek would then start in New Jersey on Tuesday in the Leafs’ 
final game before the all-star break. 

Campbell and centre Auston Matthews will be off to Las Vegas for the all-
star festivities next weekend while the rest of the Leafs get some down 
time. Toronto’s first game after the break is on Feb. 7 at home against 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Mrazek has been limited to just five games with the Leafs because of 
injuries, but played well in his most recent start with a 27-save 
performance in a 3-1 road win on Jan. 22 against the New York 
Islanders. 

Defenceman Timothy Liljegren, meanwhile, is expected to play in Detroit 
after leaving the victory against Anaheim on Wednesday for 
precautionary reasons. Liljegren departed in the first period of the Leafs’ 
4-3 shootout win after falling and hitting his head on Ducks forward 
Trevor Zegras. Liljegren was penalized for tripping on the play, which he 
referred to on Friday as a “weird call.” 

“Liljegren is reporting no signs of any (concussion) symptoms,” Keefe 
said. “We have him scheduled to play tomorrow, but with any injuries 
such as this, we’re going to monitor it.” 

Liljegren was paired with Travis Dermott at practice. 

Jake Muzzin won’t be back against the Red Wings. The veteran 
defenceman, recovering from a concussion suffered against St. Louis on 
Jan. 15, again wore a no-contact sweater during practice on Friday. 

“He has continued to progress,” Keefe said. “But both he and the medical 
team are just not comfortable with where he is at right now to put him into 
games, so he will not make the trip to Detroit.” 

Keefe will stick with the new-look lines that debuted against the Ducks, 
meaning that Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander will play on 
separate trios on Saturday. 
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Doing the Griddy, bagels in New York and non-stop learning: A week in 
the life of Maple Leafs prospect Alex Steeves 

 

By Joshua Kloke Jan 28, 2022  

 

To call Alex Steeves’ first season in Toronto a whirlwind would be putting 
it mildly. 

The offseason free-agent signing out of the University of Notre Dame 
was touted by Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas as a possible contender for a 
lineup spot, had a strong development camp before being injured, came 
flying out of the gates with six points in his first four AHL games, made a 
surprising Leafs debut well ahead of schedule before a COVID-19 
outbreak on the Marlies paused his season. 

For Steeves, learning on the fly has been a constant this season, and will 
continue to be as the Marlies embark on a nine-game road trip, the 
longest of his career. 

This is a snapshot of a week in the life of Steeves, a Toronto Marlie who 
hopes what he learns will help propel him back to the NHL for good. 

Monday, January 10 

When Steeves arrives at the Coca-Cola Coliseum early in the afternoon, 
he is met with a proposition. 

The day before, Minnesota Vikings wide receiver Justin Jefferson caught 
a 45-yard touchdown pass and broke into his trademark dance, The 
Griddy. 

Steeves and forward Curtis Douglas are among the NFL fans on the 
Marlies, and the Week 18 highlights were a talking point when players 
arrive. So much so that Douglas tells Steeves if he scores in that 
afternoon’s game against the Springfield Thunderbirds and pulls off The 
Griddy as a celebration, Douglas will pony up $20. Nearby Marlies 
implore him to do so. 

Steeves laughs, but is non-committal. 

Just over four minutes after puck drop, already up 1-0, Steeves moves to 
the front of the Thunderbirds net as teammate Mikhail Abramov fires a 
shot from the slot. Steeves is in a perfect position to jam home a rebound 
for his ninth goal of the season. 

As he skates toward the Marlies bench, he is caught: Bust out The 
Griddy, which is slightly out of character for the focused pro, or turn away 
easy money. 

With a grin, Steeves does what he calls “half a Griddy,” to the delight of 
the knowing few on the bench. 

The Marlies score five goals in what Steeves calls the team’s “best 
period of the season.” 

But after the first intermission, the fortunes turn. 

The Marlies allow two third-period goals and nearly lose focus before 
escaping with a 5-4 win. Steeves addresses the media postgame with his 
hat pulled low and his hands tucked into his hoodie. He sounds like a 
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seasoned vet after the game, questioning his team’s ability to lock down 
games. 

“I think we’re kind of over the fact where we have to understand how to 
finish. We’ve just got to do it,” he said. 

Very quickly, Steeves has gone from a rookie eager to find his way to 
one who has tasted the ultimate success with an NHL call-up. He is now 
striving to get back to the NHL, and while he hesitates to call his Marlies 
games try-outs for the Leafs, he is steadfast in his belief that, even in his 
rookie professional season, “every game in matters.” 

“This is a big year for me,” said Steeves. “It’s my first year pro. But I don’t 
want it being my first year pro to be an excuse, where I can just say 
whatever happens, ‘OK, it’s just my first year, I’ll be better next year.’” 

Tuesday, January 11 

Steeves steps inside his downtown Toronto condo from his balcony and 
slams the door behind him. 

A cold front has hit the city, with temperatures dropping into -15. The 
Marlies are off for the day, and Steeves was plugging away at reading 
“Game of Thrones” outside. But the frigid temperatures squashed those 
efforts, and Steeves instead soaks a few chapters on his couch. He tries 
to bounce back and forth between fiction and non-fiction books. Though 
he’s seen the entire TV series, he still argues, “the book is better.” 

After finishing his laundry, he calls his girlfriend, who is studying at Notre 
Dame, and then his grandparents in Nova Scotia. 

They only want to hear all about life in the AHL. Steeves obliges. They 
remain some of his biggest fans, having flown from Halifax to Toronto to 
watch his NHL debut in person a month earlier. 

“They were more excited than I was,” said Steeves. 

Steeves was buoyed by their visit, not having been able to see them, or 
many of his family members, often after moving to Toronto. 

“It’s been a long two years,” said Steeves. 

Wednesday, January 12 

Even when games are scheduled for the afternoon, Steeves always tries 
to sneak in a 30-minute nap. But it doesn’t always take. He’ll close his 
eyes for some visualization: His mind drifts toward thinking about puck 
touches and plays he might be able to make during that afternoon’s 
game against the Belleville Senators. 

Just after noon, he hops out of his bed, showers and makes the 10-
minute drive west along Lakeshore Boulevard to the Coca-Cola Coliseum 
with his roommate and teammate Matthew Hellickson. 

Around 12:45, the pair arrive for a COVID-19 test, a new addition to an 
active and detailed game day routine that he says clues his body and 
mind into the fact that it’s a game day. 

“I’m not superstitious. I could go 20 games without scoring and I wouldn’t 
change it, but …” he said, his voice trailing off. 

After getting into the dressing room, Steeves quickly makes a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich, and grabs a handful of energy gummies to take 
throughout the day, including alone in his stall. 

He mixes a few bottles of watered-down Powerade and, again in his stall, 
tapes a single stick. He tapes multiple backup sticks after practices, but 
doesn’t want to waste his limited time on game days. 

“I want to give that one stick I’m going to be using some love,” said 
Steeves. 

After some foam rolling, Steeves pulls Marlies strength and conditioning 
coach Alan Selby to an empty hallway. 

He spent every game day throughout his three seasons at Notre Dame 
throwing a football back and forth with teammate Graham Slaggert to 

loosen up. With the Marlies, he’s enlisted Selby to do the same to loosen 
up before the multitude of team meetings that take place afterward. 

Up next is a team-wide game of sewer ball. 

“I try to win at least one game to feel good about myself,” said Steeves. 

His goal is to stay loose and avoid overthinking. 

Once he’s knocked out, he retreats to a nearby basketball net to shoot 
around with other eliminated teammates. After a few dynamic stretches 
and sprints, he gets dressed and prepares to take the ice. He avoids any 
well-practiced handshakes with teammates. He’s snapped into focus. 

During on-ice warmups, Steeves skates to the red line to finish stretching 
and stare down at the other end of the ice. He fixes his gaze on Senators 
goalie Filip Gustavsson to “see if I can pick up anything.” 

As Steeves hops over the boards for his first shift, he finds he is still 
lacking the energy he might have had earlier in the season. 

For the fifth game in a row, the Marlies are playing at home without fans 
due to provincial government restrictions. Scouts chatting about the 
players on the ice is the only sound that fills the arena. 

“It’s brutal,” Steeves said. “Most people feed off a crowd. Even if you’re 
on the road, it still gives you energy if there’s a sick crowd.” 

With a two-goal lead midway through the third period, Steeves is called 
for slashing. 

“No way,” Steeves shouts, the sound of which echoes throughout the 
building for everyone to hear. 

The Marlies beat the Senators 4-2. As the sound of James Brown’s “I 
Feel Good” fills the arena, the Marlies file off the ice. Hellickson pretends 
to turn his stick into a saxophone and behind him, Steeves can only 
shake his head and laugh. 

Alex Steeves got into three games with the Maple Leafs earlier this 
season. (John E. Sokolowski / USA Today) 

Thursday, January 13 

When Steeves wakes up, one immediate thought pops into his mind: 
french toast. 

He implores Hellickson to get ready so they can make the short drive to 
the Coca-Cola Coliseum for practice and, front of mind for Steeves, the 
breakfast beforehand available to players. 

“I don’t know what the chefs are doing with it, but it’s probably the best 
french toast I’ve ever had,” said Steeves. 

Steeves takes a seat at a large table and starts chatting with his 
teammates. It’s an important part of his practice day routine: making face 
time for everyone. He moves from his teammates to the coaching staff to 
the PR staff to conditioning staff to equipment managers. On that final 
stop, the equipment staff assumes he’s in need of something. 

“What do you want?” he’s asked. 

“I’m just coming to say hi,” he replies, again with the smile. 

Despite having not fully learned the ins and outs of the league, he’s 
remarkably chatty. Steeves is not your typical rookie in this sense. Many 
AHL rookies might be far more reticent and spend their time observing. 

Not Steeves. Early on in his Marlies tenure, one thing he learned quickly 
was that his young teammates weren’t afraid to be themselves. 

“I’ve never walked around the rink on eggshells. I have good 
relationships with guys, so why would I sit and be quiet?” said Steeves. 

After a short practice, he stays on the ice fine-tuning his skating, his 
outside edges, how he turns and keeps speed throughout turns. He’s 
been tinkering with his technique and then breaking it down on video 
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afterward to look for any inefficiencies. He finishes his time on the ice 
working on his one-timer. 

Ahead of the longest road trip of his career, Steeves wants to make sure 
there’s no leftover food sitting in his fridge. 

He and Hellickson revert to one of their go-to spots: downtown Toronto’s 
PAI for some pad thai. Before moving in with Steeves, Hellickson had 
never tried Thai cuisine, and Steeves, who proudly considers himself a 
foodie, has taken it upon himself to try and introduce Hellickson to other 
cuisines in the city. 

“In Toronto, there’s a hundred of everything instead of just one of 
everything,” he said. “I love trying new places and new dishes, and (it’s) 
something I definitely love about Toronto.” 

Friday, January 14 

A travel day in the AHL isn’t as luxurious as in the NHL, but Steeves is 
trying to find the positives. 

The team’s bus arrives at Toronto Pearson International Airport more 
than two hours before their commercial flight is set to depart, so Steeves 
meanders around the gate, settling for a rare treat: a cup of Tim Hortons 
coffee. 

“I’ve always just believed that I don’t need coffee if I get proper sleep and 
nutrition,” he said. 

Though Steeves was originally slated to sit toward the back of the small 
plane, he’s been randomly bumped up to seat 4A. On this plane, those 
with “A” seats are on their own, with two seats together on the other side 
of the aisle. 

As he takes his seat, the veterans behind him relentlessly take digs at his 
fortune: How did a rookie, of all people, get bumped up? 

Steeves peers back to his teammates and pretends to wipe his face with 
a hotel towel normally reserved for people sitting in first class. 

“Instantly made my flight,” he said. 

When the flight to Philadelphia finally takes off, he pulls up his 
headphones and listens to a new album, as is his custom on flights. 

Today, it’s The Weeknd’s new record, “Dawn FM.” 

Steeves and his teammates board a bus for a two-hour drive west to 
Harrisburg. It is well past dinner, and midway through the drive, empty 
stomachs lead to audible groaning and complaining. 

When the bus arrives at the team’s hotel for the night, Steeves and 
teammate Joseph Woll neglect to even drop their bags in their room and 
instead rush to the hotel’s restaurant. With no tables available, they pull 
up to the bar and with little hesitation, order a 16-ounce ribeye steak, 
followed by multiple split desserts. 

“We couldn’t figure out what we wanted,” said Woll. 

Steeves and Woll have become close throughout their first season 
playing together. Both are curious and well-spoken and perhaps it’s no 
surprise they’ve bonded over lengthy, meandering conversations, like 
Friday night’s, which veers into quantum physics, of all things. 

Both have challenged each other to read different articles and watch 
different videos about quantum physics. 

“I’m not going to sit here and say that either of us are even remotely well-
versed in quantum,” said Steeves. 

Nevertheless, as they share their theories on time and the universe, 
things get heavy. 

“The kind of talks that would make you think we’re closing down a bar,” 
said Steeves. 

On this night, they come close. 

They eventually share stories from their respective NHL call-ups, 
including Steeves’ favourite story from his NHL sojourn. 

He had a sneaking suspicion that ahead of his final practice with the 
Leafs, he was being sent back down to the Marlies, “because of the 
numbers game.” He was deployed out of position, on defence. Though 
he thought he was holding his own, in one three-on-two drill, he had to 
defend against Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews and met his fate. 

“Matthews absolutely undressed me in front of the net and then sniped 
bar down,” he said. 

Steeves shook his head, asked if Matthews had to do that to him, while 
Matthews sported a huge grin. 

“Like he was enjoying himself going against me,” said Steeves. 

Woll can only nod his head, having been victim to a similar fate. 

Saturday, January 15 

Steeves raises both arms in the air, and hollers far louder than he would 
have in the empty Coca-Cola Coliseum and for good measures, waves 
his right hand as if to say “goodbye” to the crowd at the Giant Center in 
Hershey, Penn. 

To cap off one of his best games of the season, Steeves has banged 
home a rebound in overtime to seal a 4-3 win for the Marlies. 

And he can’t help but have some fun with the crowd, the first one they’ve 
played in front of in weeks. 

Steeves sits in his stall postgame, wearing a grin, as Bobby McMann 
takes the team’s player of the game award, a large chain with a licence 
plate with the words “Team 21/22” on it, and hands it to Steeves. 

His teammates break out into raucous applause, and Steeves keeps his 
postgame speech short. 

“It’s great to stay hot,” he said. “Let’s get outta here.” 

His teammates break into applause once again. 

Despite the need to depart quickly after the win, Steeves sneaks in a 
quick stretch before boarding an idling bus full of chatty teammates 
cracking jokes. As the bus heads east along the I-78, Steeves gobbles 
down a plate of lasagna, mashed potatoes and green beans. He then 
places a bag of ice on the inside of his leg, having taken a shot off his leg 
earlier in the game. 

Around 11:30 p.m., the bus arrives in Allentown and Steeves retires to 
his hotel room alone. 

In the past he’s been guilty of lying in his bed after games, replaying the 
game in his mind and wondering about plays he could have made 
differently. 

“I’m a perfectionist.” 

This season, he believes he’s gotten better about leaving the game at the 
rink. He believes he has hundreds of games ahead of him in his 
professional career, so it’s best not to carry one game with him. 

Yet his adrenaline is still running at full tilt after scoring the overtime 
winner, and he finds his mind drifting back to the game over and over. He 
doesn’t fall asleep until 2 a.m., with another game to be played a little 
over 12 hours later. 

Sunday, January 16 

With just over eight minutes remaining in the game and the score tied 2-2 
between the Marlies and the Lehigh Valley Phantoms, Steeves, along 
with every one of his teammates on the Marlies bench, leaps out of his 
seat, and begins screaming at the referees.  

Marlies forward Josh Ho-Sang has taken a blatant elbow to the head 
from Phantoms defenceman Adam Clendening. No penalty is called. 
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“Everyone in the rink except for the refs thought that was a penalty,” said 
Steeves. 

And that includes the Marlies bench, who break out into what Steeves 
describes as “insane rage.” 

Ho-Sang is one of the team’s most dangerous offensive weapons, a well-
liked teammate and would later be kept out of the lineup with a 
concussion. 

Seeing Ho-Sang lying on the ice with his head between his hands has 
galvanized the Marlies, albeit in anger. At this point, they have already 
won five games in a row, their longest winning streak in over two years. 
But perhaps what has been lacking is a sense of team unity after two 
seasons filled with COVID-19 outbreaks, lengthy season postponements 
and heavy roster turnover. 

“Our team has never been so close during any game than in that 
moment,” said Steeves. 

Though the Phantoms take a 3-2 lead not long afterward, the Marlies are 
resolute and tie the game with just over two minutes remaining. 

As overtime gets underway, the Marlies already have a power play and 
Steeves is on the ice. He and Joseph Duszak control the puck at the top 
of the offensive zone, waiting for an open passing or shooting lane to 
emerge. 

Steeves fires a shot from the slot just wide of the net and Joey Anderson 
corrals the puck off the boards to tuck in his third goal of the game and 
the overtime winner. 

Steeves is fourth on the pile of players to jump on Anderson. With the 
wounds of the Ho-Sang hit still fresh, Steeves shouts a word or two at a 
nearby Clendening for good measure. 

“We rallied around each other,” Steeves said. “One of the reasons I play 
hockey is because I just love being on a team. I love the camaraderie, I 
love the celebration, even the lows, I love everything about being on a 
hockey team.” 

Monday, January 17 

Steeves wakes up in his fourth different room in four days, but as he 
peeks out his hotel window, he sees a few sights he recognizes. 

The previous week, rumours had started circulating throughout the 
dressing room that with New York City falling in between Allentown and 
Hartford, their next destination, a stop in The Big Apple might be 
incoming. 

Sure enough, the bright lights and bustle of Times Square can be seen 
from Steeves’ hotel room. 

He smiles, feeling fortunate he signed with an organization that provides 
these kinds of perks to players, but also because he’s in one of the 
world’s great food cities. 

“I just have to have a bagel,” he said, acknowledging one of the city’s 
most notable foods. 

He darts north on 8th Avenue to Pick-A-Bagel and devours a bacon, egg 
and cheese bagel while standing on the street, peering around at 
buildings stuffed on top of storefronts, packed tightly to one another. 

“Dense, like cubicles,” he said. 

With no set agenda for the day, and his desire to move around on an off 
day no different than it would be in Toronto, Steeves and five of his 
teammates take an engorging three-hour walk. They dip up and down 5th 
Avenue and in and around Central Park. 

When Steeves stops moving, he will look around: The thousands of 
different faces moving with pace throughout the city makes Steeves feel 
quite small. 

“A little more suffocating than Toronto, in my opinion,” he said. 

And yet this is the kind of experience that Steeves continually craves. 
The life of a professional hockey player can be an isolating one, away 
from family and friends for long stretches, so to be exposed to different 
ways of life is fuel for Steeves. 

That evening, he takes Hellickson to Osteria La Baia to meet their 
captain, Rich Clune, for dinner. 

Steeves and Hellickson split the burrata for an appetizer. As delicious as 
the food might be, it is the conversation he values more. 

Steeves has yet to really get to know his captain, and this dinner is one 
he won’t forget. 

After three years at Notre Dame, he found too often that “everyone was 
very similar.” 

It wasn’t that everyone he knew saw the world in the same way, but more 
often than not, it did feel like he was living his life “in a bubble”: days of 
classes, homework, practice and games. All around him, his peers were 
striving for good grades to better their chances of post-college 
employment. 

“It felt like everyone was on the same mission,” said Steeves. 

And that’s why he’s made the efforts this season to pick the brains of any 
teammate and staff member he can. 

“One thing that I’ve really learned this year being in pro hockey is there’s 
just so many people who see the world differently than me and who have 
had different experiences,” he said. 

In between bites of lobster garganelli, Steeves listens intently to Clune 
tell him about his forays into the world of acting. He’s blown away by 
Clune’s process and methods when auditioning: Should he stick to the 
script and respect the writer, or perhaps paraphrase lines to add his own 
personality? 

“There’s so many intricate elements that I never would have appreciated 
before,” said Steeves. “I didn’t know anyone at Notre Dame who did 
that.” 

For Steeves, his early stint in professional hockey has been defined by 
meeting people from all walks of life. His life before professional hockey 
was perhaps too comfortable, too mundane. If he will succeed with the 
Leafs organization as a player, it will be because of the continued strides 
he’s made in his development, as evidenced by the five points he tallies 
in the four games he played this week. 

But if he will succeed as a person, he believes it will be because he will 
continue to have the way he sees the world “challenged, or just 
expanded on.” 

As Steeves steps out into the cold on West 52nd Street, he tightens up 
his jacket. He won’t return to his Toronto home for another two weeks, 
but he can still feel confident that over the last few days, he’s worked 
toward that goal. 

“I think it makes anyone a better person,” said Steeves, “when they try to 
do that.” 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek notebook: This NHL season’s surprises, 
disappointments plus Hart Trophy thoughts 

 

By Eric Duhatschek Jan 28, 2022  
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Officially, the midpoint of the 2021-22 NHL season came nearly a month 
later than scheduled because of all the COVID-19 postponements. It 
occurred in the third of five games played on Wednesday night, a clash 
between the Columbus Blue Jackets and the Calgary Flames that 
probably wouldn’t have registered very high on the interest scale at the 
start of the season — two teams projected to finish outside the playoff 
picture in their respective divisions. But as it happens, the Flames are 
faring unexpectedly well and the game actually produced a team record 
for the visitors, Calgary managing 62 shots on the luckless Columbus 
goaltender, Elvis Merzlikins, during a 6-0 rout. 

Weirdly, but perhaps not unexpectedly, scheduling turned out to be one 
of the more important storylines of the first half. The NHL began play on 
a record 1,312-game schedule back in October. Opening night featured 
two games — one involving the two-time Stanley Cup champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning and the other, the new kids on the expansion block, the 
Kraken. 

Everything was humming along relatively well for about a month, or until 
the COVID-19 outbreaks started. Craftily, the NHL had negotiated an 
escape clause with the International Olympic Committee with regard to 
participation in the 2022 Winter Games in China. If the schedule was in 
any way materially disrupted by the pandemic, the league reserved the 
right to withdraw from the Games so it could use the Olympic break — 
Feb. 6-22 — to reschedule postponed games. 

Which is what will happen, beginning early next month. 

If you’re listing first-half disappointments, the fact that the NHL isn’t going 
to the Olympics probably tops the charts, from a player and a fan 
perspective. 

But it wasn’t a great first half for NHL front offices either. Five coaches 
(Joel Quenneville in Florida, Alain Vigneault in Philadelphia, Travis Green 
in Vancouver, Jeremy Colliton in Chicago and Paul Maurice in Winnipeg) 
have been replaced since the beginning of the season. Along with four 
general managers (Marc Bergevin in Montreal, Stan Bowman in Chicago, 
Jim Benning in Vancouver and Bob Murray in Anaheim). 

The Arizona Coyotes have been as bad as people predicted they might 
be, but Montreal? Wow, what a fall from grace. Coming off a trip to the 
Stanley Cup Final in July, the Canadiens have sunk right to the bottom — 
the only team in single digits in victories (8) at the midpoint. The Anaheim 
Ducks were the first team to reach the 41-game mark, and did so more 
than a week ago. The New York Islanders won’t get there until a week 
from now. At one point, the games-played gap between the two teams 
was 11. At no point can I ever recall a time when one NHL team ever 
held 11 games in hand on another. 

Meantime, COVID-19 testing protocols have been changed and 
amended to keep more players eligible and shorten quarantine times for 
others. The CBA was tweaked on the fly to — temporarily — allow for 
taxi squads again. Some games in Canada were played in largely empty 
arenas, because of local attendance restrictions and others postponed, 
because of the impact on revenue streams. 

Just about every team has had to muddle along at some juncture with a 
depleted line-up after a key player (or players) tested positive for the 
virus. In short, it’s been a bumpy, uneven ride thus far, with half a season 
to go to the regular-season finish line. 

But there have been some on-ice highs to go with the lows and as is our 
custom, here is a scattershot view of the first half. 

Three biggest surprises (team category): 

1. Anaheim Ducks 

2. Nashville Predators 

3. Calgary Flames 

In October, the betting site, BetOnline issued its annual 2021-22 Stanley 
Cup odds. I prefer these, even to all the predictions we make here at The 
Athletic, because the betting companies strip all the emotion out of the 

process and base their odds strictly on where the money’s coming in. 
This year, the Ducks went off as 200-1 longshots, tied with the Detroit 
Red Wings for the second-lowest odds in the league, and ahead only of 
the Buffalo Sabres (250-1). 

That was probably a function of the Ducks finishing 30th last season at 
17-30-9, good for 43 points. Instead, the Ducks — behind Troy Terry’s 
unexpected goal-scoring surge — creative plays from rookie-of-the-year 
candidate Trevor Zegras, a vastly improved power play, and solid 
goaltending from both John Gibson and Anthony Stolarz — have 
themselves unexpectedly in the playoff mix with three months to go. 
Suddenly, the option of selling all those pending UFAs (Hampus 
Lindholm, Josh Manson, Rickard Rakell) seems far less appealing than it 
did in October. 

Nashville went off at 80-1 this year, a bit surprising considering the 
Predators made the playoffs last season with a strong second-half surge. 
Presumably, the oddsmakers hadn’t counted on the sort of bounce-back 
offensive years that both Ryan Johansen and Matt Duchene would have 
or that the Herd Line (of Tanner Jeannot, Yakov Trenin and Colton 
Sissons) would provide the necessary grit to support the skill of Filip 
Forsberg, Mikael Granlund and Norris Trophy candidate Roman Josi. 
Just as with Anaheim and its pending UFAs, the Preds are going to need 
to take a long look at what to do with Forsberg who is also on an expiring 
contract. 

That, by the way, is also the link to Calgary, where yet another pending 
UFA, Johnny Gaudreau, may well be in the midst of his finest season 
ever, finding chemistry with Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm on the 
top line and playing for a coach, Darryl Sutter, that seems to have 
brought out the best in him. Of the three teams that were 55-1 to win the 
Cup back in October, two (Montreal and New Jersey) have been 
disasters. The third, Calgary, is starting to win some support, for the way 
it is competing. 

Three biggest disappointments (team category): 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

2. Philadelphia Flyers 

3. Seattle Kraken 

There have been teams in the past that made the Stanley Cup Final one 
year and missed the playoffs the next. But few have ever had the bottom 
fall out to the extent the Canadiens have this season. Some of it is pure, 
bad luck. Carey Price hasn’t played a minute in goal. Shea Weber may 
never play another minute in the NHL. Rookie Cole Caufield hasn’t been 
able to match last year’s playoff performance in this year’s regular 
season. Brendan Gallagher’s been injured as well. 

Newcomers Christian Dvorak and Mike Hoffman haven’t found a fit in 
Montreal and slippage in Jeff Petry’s game borders on the unbelievable. 
The Flyers went one stretch of games earlier in the season, with 10 
consecutive defeats (eight in regulation, two in extra time) and then 
followed that up with a current streak that is now 13 games without a 
victory (10 losses in regulation, three more in extra time). That’s really 
hard to manage in a single season. 

Both Philadelphia and Seattle were listed as middle-of-the-pack 33-1 
shots to win the Cup in the preseason line. In Seattle’s case, that might 
have been more a function of Vegas’ unexpectedly successful expansion 
season than a true assessment of the team the Kraken put on the ice for 
opening night. Still, with the dollars Seattle committed to free agents such 
as Phillip Grubauer and Chris Driedger in goal Adam Larsson and Jamie 
Oleksiak on defence and Jaden Schwartz up front, the expectation was 
they’d at least be competitive in their first year and maybe do better than 
all three of the California teams. Didn’t happen. 

And now the question will be, can Seattle do more at the trade deadline 
than they did going into the expansion draft last summer, by adding draft 
choices and prospects for pending UFAs and other player assets? 

First half Hart trophy (“most valuable to his own team”): 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2022 

 

1. Alex Ovechkin, Washington 

2. Nazem Kadri, Colorado 

3. Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary 

The Hart balloting is always the most controversial trophy vote because it 
doesn’t necessarily reward the best player. It goes to the player deemed 
most valuable to his own team. So, for example, one could make a case 
for Timo Meier in San Jose, who is in the midst of a career season, 
though he has also been getting excellent support from teammate Tomas 
Hertl. And San Jose is currently 19th in the standings, by points-
percentage, which usually disqualifies any candidate, let alone a long-
shot candidate such as Meier. 

Voters tend to insist that the Hart winner be on a team that qualifies for 
the postseason. Which leads us naturally to the Edmonton Oilers. In the 
first quarter version of this exercise, the focus was largely on: Can one 
team (Edmonton) actually have two legit Hart trophy candidates (Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl), because on Dec. 1, the Oilers were the top 
team in the Western Conference and McDavid and Draisaitl were putting 
up numbers reminiscent of the Oilers in the Gretzky/Messier heyday. But 
they’ve slowed down individually and the Oilers have ground to a halt as 
a team and so, while there’s lots of time remaining for them to reverse 
course, if the ballots were cast in the here and now, probably neither 
would get a ton of support, and certainly not at the top of the ballot. 

But then there’s Alex Ovechkin who, at the age of 36, is in the midst of a 
sensational season, tied with Jonathan Huberdeau for second in the 
scoring race and tied for second in goals scored with Draisaitl behind the 
expected leader, Chris Kreider of the New York Rangers. 

Washington’s played most of the season without two of its top five 
forwards (Nicklas Backstrom and T.J. Oshie) has been getting very 
average goaltending across the board and really has had no business 
being as competitive as it’s been. Except for Ovechkin’s performance 
and leadership, on and off the ice. ALSO: His TV commercial, with 
Backstrom, is one for the ages. 

Kadri is the nominal No. 2 centre on a Colorado team that muddled along 
without each of its top three offensive stars, Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko 
Rantanen and Gabriel Landeskog at different times this year. As with 
Washington, the goaltending has been erratic. But what Kadri’s done is 
fill in, at every juncture, wherever coach Jared Bednar needed him. Kadri 
can be controversial and in the past, been prone to bone-headed 
decisions on the ice, especially at playoff time. But he’s been exemplary 
this season and — along with the brilliant Cale Makar — is the glue that’s 
kept everything together, humming along at the top of the conference 
standings (and currently on a 17-game, home-ice win streak, fourth-
highest in NHL history). 

Gaudreau, meantime, has evolved into a decent 200-foot player, who is 
challenging for the Art Ross trophy for the first time in a handful of years 
and his line — along with Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm — is one 
of the most productive two-way units in the league. It’s possible — even 
likely — that by year’s end, Ovechkin, Kadri and Gaudreau will have 
fallen out of the MVP conversation, because the sands can shift so 
quickly in this category. There’s a part of me that believes Huberdeau 
might even emerge on top — as the best player on the best team in 
hockey, which is another pattern that you often see emerge in the voting. 
Overall, it’s so tight this year and there’s still so much hockey left to be 
played that it’ll be worth updating the race monthly, because it could 
change in a hurry. 

Cale Makar for Hart? 

Just one further thought on Ovechkin. The oldest player in NHL history to 
lead the league outright in both goals and points was the New York 
Rangers’ Bill Cook, in the 1932-33 seasons. Cook had 28 goals and 50 
points in 48 games, and was 36 years, 165 days old on the final day of 
the season. Assuming the NHL season ends on time on Apr. 29, 
Ovechkin would be 36 years and 224 days, which would make him the 
oldest ever to do so, if he could manage it. 

If the Norris vote were taken today, the only genuine question is would 
Makar be the unanimous choice? He is on pace to score 35 goals, which 
has only ever happened seven times previously in NHL history and not 
since Paul Coffey did it in the 1985-86 season with Edmonton (Coffey 
had 48 that year). In fact, there is a part of me that wonders what it would 
take to get Makar into the Hart Trophy conversation. Voters notoriously 
favor either forwards or goalies when voting for the Hart. Since Bobby 
Orr won the Hart three years in a row between 1970 and 1972, the only 
other defenceman to ever win the award was Chris Pronger in 2000. 

NHL players vote for their own version of the Hart — the Ted Lindsay 
Award. Created in 1971, the only defenceman who ever won the Lindsay 
(back when it was called the Lester Pearson award) was Orr in 1975. In 
2000, when Pronger won the Hart, the players gave the Pearson to 
Jaromir Jagr. It would require a special year, but Makar is having a 
special year. Let’s at least start the conversation here. 

The Art Ross trophy tends to get short shrift in the public eye, because 
it’s purely a statistical award, given to the NHL’s points scoring leader — 
and also, it’s because it’s been mostly a runaway the past few years, 
removing all the suspense. This year, however, it’s tight at the top, with 
only two points separating the top four scorers, as of Wednesday. In the 
NHL’s modern era (since 1943-44), that’s only ever happened two other 
times at the midpoint of the season. Once, in 2011-12, when Henrik 
Sedin (48), led by a point over Phil Kessel and Claude Giroux and was 
two ahead of brother Daniel and Joffrey Lupul (believe it or not) and back 
in 2003-04, when Ilya Kovalchuk, Robert Lang and Markus Naslund all 
had 46 points, followed by Pavel Datsyuk at 45. 

Eric Staal’s career journey 

Eric Staal’s road back to the NHL will now lead through the 2022 Winter 
Olympics in Beijing, and if you’re Team Canada, forced to compete in 
these Games without NHLers, you couldn’t have invented a better 
candidate to lead the squad. It isn’t just his Olympic pedigree either — a 
member of two previous teams, winner of a gold medal in 2010 — though 
that helps as well. It’s how he carries himself. There is a gravitas about 
him. There was an ‘old-soul’ quality to Staal, even in his early days in 
Carolina. Listening to him on a conference call with reporters from 
Davos, Switzerland, where Team Canada has set up its training 
headquarters, Staal described the current opportunity as “another 
chapter in my career, my hockey book.” 

That got me thinking about longevity and if the players that enjoy 
longevity are the ones that see their athletic lives as a journey — or a 
series of journeys — as opposed to completely focusing on the end result 
or the finish line. Or to put it another way, is the goal to enjoy the ride, 
wherever it takes you, for however long it lasts? You see that quality in 
Joe Thornton. You see it in Drew Doughty, who played his 1,000th game 
this week. They haven’t quite exorcised their inner child. As much as 
they’re doing a job in a billion-dollar industry, they haven’t quite forgotten 
that hockey is a game at heart. 

So, back to Staal, who made no secret of the fact that he was 
disappointed when no NHL opportunity presented itself back in 
September, especially after he’d had a pretty nice run of it with Montreal, 
after joining the Canadiens at last year’s deadline. But he also 
acknowledged: There are things in life that you can control and things in 
life you can’t control and these Olympics will give him a chance to 
showcase what’s left in the tank. If you look at what some of his fellow 
draft class of 2003 peers are still doing, it’s impressive. Corey Perry, his 
teammate in Montreal last year, signed with Tampa Bay and has been a 
good bottom-six addition for the Lightning. Ryan Getzlaf is revitalized, as 
the eminence grise on an Anaheim Ducks team populated by young 
prospects. Jeff Carter has been a useful, versatile fit in Pittsburgh, where 
he landed after the trade from the Los Angeles Kings, and just this week, 
signed a two-year contract extension. 

All three bring similar leadership qualities — and few would dispute the 
fact that Staal would provide the same for any NHL team, looking for an 
11th-hour reinforcement. Ultimately, Staal’s on-ice performance at the 
Olympics will largely dictate what happens next. He needs to still show 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2022 

 

he can play. But if it’s even at a reasonable level, why wouldn’t you want 
to add someone of Staal’s pedigree to your line-up? It seems like the risk 
would be minimal, the reward pretty great. 

Way back in 2006, at the age of 21, Staal won a Stanley Cup on a 
Carolina Hurricanes team that included a 38-year-old Mark Recchi. Five 
years later, Recchi, at 43, won again with the Boston Bruins. You’d have 
to think that lesson isn’t going to be lost on more than a few GMs of 
playoff-bound teams, as they seek depth and character for their 2022 
Stanley Cup runs. 

“Sometimes, an opportunity like this, falls into your lap,” said Staal. “If it 
goes great, and I’m part of this success, let’s see what lies ahead after 
this tournament.” 

Eric Staal at the 2010 Olympics. (Ryan Remiorz, CP / AP Photo) 

The Coyotes arena question 

I fully understand that the Arizona Coyotes’ reported idea to play three-
to-four seasons at Arizona State University’s new 5,000-seat hockey 
arena is a terrible idea for NHL revenues. The Coyotes already represent 
one of the NHL’s financial black holes, even playing out of their current 
home, Gila River Arena. To go to an even smaller venue would leak even 
more dollars down the drain. Even NHL players are starting to notice how 
bad it is for the business of hockey to have one team that stumbles and 
fumbles financially as much as the Coyotes have for more than a decade 
now. 

But leaving aside the financial part of the equation for a moment, and just 
thinking about the live viewing experience at a smaller venue, it isn’t the 
worst idea ever — and I base that not on conjecture, but on a real-life 
experience. My first three years covering the NHL, the Flames played at 
the Stampede Corral, which had seating for 6,492 spectators and 
standing-room capacity for another 750 or so. 

It was full-to-overflowing every night, loud and boisterous, dimly lit with 
cramped players benches. In an era when the arenas weren’t all cookie-
cutter duplications of one another, the Corral had its own intimate charm, 
in the same way that the Boston Garden and the Chicago Stadium did as 
well. I mean, I’ve long beaten the drum for the Coyotes to be relocated to 
Quebec — something the league just doesn’t want to consider. 
Presumably, they’d be more open to shifting the franchise to Houston at 
some future date, but it sounds as if they are going to try and help the 
Coyotes sort out their current arena mess once again. 

But if they do end up playing — by NHL standards — in a tiny home 
arena, that’s the upside. It should be an excellent customer experience 
for any of the fans that make their way there. And given that the franchise 
isn’t about to turn the corner on the ice for years to come anyway, the 
optics of playing to a (hopefully) full 5,000-seat house, as opposed to 
acres and acres of empty seats in their current home, will be vastly 
improved. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: Here are our midseason grades for 
every team 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille Jan 28, 2022  

 

Figuring out the true midpoint of this NHL season was always going to be 
a bit of a moving target. Right now, with every team between 36 and 46 
games played, is as good a time as any. Whatever. We’re all just 
throwing darts. 

Last week, we graded our own preseason predictions. Did it turn out … 
OK? Not that bad? 

This week, though, in addition to the 1-32 rankings, we’re attaching letter 
grades to teams. All of them. Including yours. 

Our process was a little different than “good teams get As, bad teams get 
Fs.” Do these grades account for the overall quality of play? Sure. We 
also considered context and expectations. This is relative, not absolute. It 
is, in part, the Roger Ebert approach to film criticism applied to hockey 
teams by two dumbasses. 

That said, one thing is certain here at Power Rankings HQ; you (the 
reader) always get an A-plus! 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 30-8-3 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Midseason grade: B-plus 

Dom: Hard to find fault with a team on pace for 126 points and scoring a 
million goals per game, but when the expectation is dominance there will 
be some nitpicking. Last year Colorado had the best-expected goals 
percentage in the analytics era at 61 percent. This year they’re eighth in 
the league at 53 percent. 

Sean: Cold world when you’re leading the league in points percentage. 
Here we are, though. The funniest thing about all this is that they’re at the 
top of the league after a legitimately slow start. Nobody was sounding 
actual alarm bells, but missing out on some of those points way back 
when had a two-fold effect — it stopped them from a tighter midseason 
grip on the President’s Trophy, and it stopped them from getting an ‘A’ 
here. Both are equally important. 

Dom: The commenters: so, not at all important. Insert second-round 
jokes here. 

Sean: Catch Dom “Insert Joke Here” Luszczyszyn, coming to your town 
soon with “Barry The Plumbing Gentleman.” 

Dom: Thank you for the reminder that SNL used to be good. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 30-9-5 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

Midseason grade: A-plus 

Sean: If we’re grading based on preseason expectations — and we are, 
because we said we are — there’s not an easier A-plus than this one, 
right? We figured the Panthers would be pretty good. A solid third in the 
Atlantic, maybe. Instead, we’re living in a world where a) Sam Bennett is 
scoring at a 40-plus pace b) it seems sustainable and c) it’s not one of 
the three most pleasant surprises about this team. I love them. 

Dom: You know how the Blues winning the Cup after being in “last place” 
(they were not actually last in points percentage) always gets brought up 
for struggling teams now as proof that they’re not out of it? The same will 
be true for every “change of scenery” trade with Bennett being Exhibit A. 
I certainly didn’t expect this given what he had shown to date, but good 
for him and good for the Panthers. This team is all kinds of fun and a first 
(or second) round all-Florida clash – a repeat of arguably the most fun 
series from last season – would be incredible. 

Sean: Consistent run with good linemates works wonders. 
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Dom: Imagine if the Flames actually tried putting him with a slick 
playmaking winger? Did they have one of those? 

Sean: I grooved an 82-mile fastball down the middle for the kid, and he 
came through. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 29-9-2 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

Midseason grade: A 

Dom: The Hurricanes had what seemed like a goofy offseason, but every 
single bet they made has paid off. Frederik Andersen is putting up 
Vezina-calibre results. Tony DeAngelo has filled in Dougie Hamilton’s 
void on the power play. Ethan Bear is a solid top-four defender. Even 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi has seen his game round out. Many, including and 
probably especially me, thought this team would take a step back this 
season, but instead they’ve picked up exactly where they’ve left off from 
last year. 

Sean: I look forward to them scoring more than nine goals in a five-game 
playoff series. It’s certain to happen. 

Dom: How could it not with all that scoring depth? 

Sean: But yeah, I thought the goaltending calls they made had major 
backfire potential, but Andersen has been the best of the bunch. 

Dom: As some who witnessed the Frederik Andersen Experience up 
close and personal over the last two seasons I was right there with you. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 29-10-5 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

Midseason grade: A 

Sean: They’re seventh in expected goals percentage, eighth in actual 
goals percentage and fourth in points percentage. That’d be good for 
anybody, let alone a team that played more hockey in a calendar year 
than anybody should, rebuilt its third line and went months without one of 
the best players in the world. Regardless, it takes a lot for a back-to-back 
champ to exceed expectations, and they have. 

Dom: I don’t even know if “rebuilt” is the right word for what happened to 
their third line. 

Sean: “Invent a new one?” I don’t know. 

Dom: It just sort of evaporated and they basically just threw a bunch of 
random players together in the bottom six and it’s worked. Corey Perry, 
defensive ace? Who saw that coming. It’s helped that Anthony Cirelli is 
playing Selke-calibre hockey again, but the way Tampa Bay managed 
after losing one of its most important lines has been extremely 
impressive. 

Sean: The scary thing about the Lightning? I’m not sure they’ve hit fifth 
gear at any point this season. If they’ve been treading water this whole 
time, look out. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 27-10-6 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Midseason grade: A-plus 

Dom: The past few seasons have featured the same hype cycle for the 
Penguins. They lose unceremoniously in the first round. They do some 
weird stuff in the offseason. A mob of people says “this is the year they 
miss the playoffs.” They start slow. They have injury troubles. And then 
they just start rolling. It’s scary how good this program is and how much 
Mike Sullivan gets out of everyone. I thought they’d still be a playoff 
team, but their first half has been incredible. They look like they can win 
their fourth Cup in the Crosby/Malkin era. 

Sean: They also just went flat in the third period against Seattle, so I’m 
currently watching folks nitpick a team that’s gone 17-2-1 and outscored 
opponents 81-47 in its last 20 games. It’s funny! But yeah, Tristan Jarry’s 
play so far this season is what snags them that “plus.” He’s on track to 
show up on Vezina ballots, and he’s on track to deserve it. I thought he 
was fully cooked after whatever that was against the Islanders. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs (Dan Hamilton / USA TODAY) 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 26-10-3 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 7 

Midseason grade: A 

Sean: Do we have to write anything here? Everyone is going to ignore it, 
head straight for the comments and accuse me of growing up in 
Mississauga or some shit. I don’t even like these guys. Talking about 
them bothers me. 

Dom: Before the season started I projected the Leafs to earn 109 points 
this season. Everyone said that was absurdly high. They’re on pace for 
116 points. They’ve surpassed even the most optimistic forecast and if 
the grade is for what they’ve done so far only, then the Leafs deserve 
high marks. 

Sean: Who cares? 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 25-10-3 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 6 

Midseason grade: A-minus 

Dom: Lots of folks refused to believe this team was the real deal, that last 
season was a fluke. This season has been proof otherwise, specifically at 
how much offensive firepower they have. 

Sean: They get tagged with a minus because Cam Talbot is a detonation 
risk. Does anyone realize he’s at minus-8.11 goals saved above 
expected this season? That’s Karel Vejmelka territory. If Marc-Andre 
Fleury blocks a trade to Washington — and Elliotte Friedman said that’s 
a possibility — send him here. 

Dom: But they get an A because Kirill Kaprizov exists and is amazing. 
He’s on pace for 109 points. 

Sean: He does, indeed, exist. Just ask Ryan Hartman! 

8. Boston Bruins 

Record: 24-13-3 

Last week: 7 
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Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Midseason grade: B 

Sean: I was legitimately surprised to hear that they’re outrunning their 
preseason projections. Maybe it’s that consistent 7-8 percent gap 
between their expected and actual goals percentage. Either way, it feels 
like something is missing, and yet they’re in my top 10 every week. 

Dom: That something is Tomas Hertl. 

Sean: We have to stop doing this, or else we’re going to kill our mid-
march “One-player wish list for each team” gimmick. No more floating 
trade targets. Cease. 

Dom: Mine would be Hertl for every team anyways. 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 25-16-3 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Midseason grade: B-minus 

Dom: This is a tough grade. The Golden Knights had a weird start, lots of 
injuries, and have been very inconsistent. Vegas has definitely 
disappointed, but how much leeway should the team get given the 
circumstances? 

Sean: I say it every week, but I’m not going to formulate a strong opinion 
on them until Jack Eichel is ready and the dust settles on whatever roster 
demolition is needed to facilitate it. They’re going to be fundamentally 
different in short order. 

Dom: They’ll have to be because they cannot afford it. 

Sean: It’s a blah grade for a blah season thus far, and it’s absolutely 
going to be different by the time they’re done. 

10. New York Rangers 

Record: 28-12-4 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Midseason grade: A-plus (Igor Shesterkin), C (everything else) 

Sean: Sure, they’re running at evens in goals at five-on-five while getting 
cratered in expected goals, but whatever. They can just coast through a 
couple rounds on all those power plays they’re certain to get. 

Dom: It is funny that we did this on a night where the Rangers actually 
demolished a team at five-on-five and lost because they didn’t get 
goaltending. New York outchanced Columbus 2.9-to-1.4 by expected 
goals. 

Sean: When the Olympic stuff went down last month, I went on the 
podcast and talked about how bad I felt for Chris Kreider because this felt 
like he was getting robbed of his last good chance to make the roster. 
(Custance yelled at me because he signed for $45 million about 15 
minutes before the 2020 pandemic shutdown, but whatever. I’m right.) 
He has 30 goals this season. Thirty! It’s January! 

11. Calgary Flames 

Record: 20-13-6 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 11 

Midseason grade: A 

Dom: Before a let-down game on a back-to-back against the Blues, the 
Flames looked like a wagon this week with two wins by a margin of six 
goals — the latter of which featured 62 shots on net. With how strong 
they’ve been this season it’s easy to forget they missed the playoffs last 
season… in Canada! There was barely any competition creating some 
middling expectations this season. They’ve blown past them and look 
pretty dominant on most nights. 

Sean: The West isn’t good, and the Flames have a legit top line and a 
goalie more capable than most of going on a heater. Are they 
 dangerous ? Definitely a lot more dangerous than we anticipated 
them to be. Also, uh, they might want to take a shot with this core while 
they still can. The offseason could get weird. 

Alex Ovechkin (Geoff Burke / USA TODAY) 

12. Washington Capitals 

Record: 23-12-9 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Midseason grade: B 

Sean: You were wrong about them. We established that last week. They 
didn’t fall apart, and they’re not going to miss the playoffs by a lot. 
They’re also 3-6-2 in their last 10 and in the midst of a riveting game of 
“Who Stinks Less?” between Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek. 

Dom: Now hold on. They could, if they continue falling apart. They won’t. 
But they could. The East is extremely boring right now, give me an epic 
collapse here to make it spicy. 

Sean: They’re this week’s “Team That I Think Should Be Lower When I 
Start Typing Stuff About Them.” Probably gonna overcorrect next Friday 
and have them at 23rd or something. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Record: 27-14-4 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Midseason grade: A-plus 

Dom: The reason the Predators are good is that Sean ranked them 27th 
in the power rankings one time. Inside sources tell me the ranking was 
put on the team’s bulletin board that night. Nashville’s record since: 42-
20-4, a 109-point pace that ranks seventh in the league. 

Sean: That’s on the Bridgestone Arena bulletin board, and a photo of my 
face is on the wall at a bar called Loser’s (unspecified incident during the 
2017 Stanley Cup Final). Huge in Nashville, I am. They’ve got seven 
guys with at least 10 goals, and one of them is Yakov Trenin. I learn 
something new about this team every week. 

14. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 26-12-5 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 
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Midseason grade: A-minus 

Sean: Ninth in the league in points percentage. They just keep winning 
games, man. I don’t know. 

Dom: They have one of the best goalies of all time, pretty simple if you 
ask me. I docked them because they got destroyed in Calgary — 
hilariously after Justin Faulk said he was looking forward to leaving 
Canada quickly — but the Blues made up for it by exacting revenge over 
the Flames a few games later. 

Sean: Get Ville Husso more starts. In 13 games, three of which were 
sub-.900, he’s got a save percentage of .943. Also, should we have 
included Jordan Kyrou in the midseason Player Tier refresh? 

Dom: He was mentioned in that big group of forwards, but now that 
Drake Batherson is out for a while he’s got room to put a firm grasp on 
that open spot. 

Sean: Just imagine what that forward group will look like when Matthew 
Tkachuk arrives. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Record: 22-16-2 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

Midseason grade: C-plus 

Dom: The most mid team gets the most mid grade. 

Sean: That’s what shows up on the report card, but not all C’s are 
created equal. This is the equivalent of alternating between the low 90s 
and the high 40s. What I’m saying is this is ECON100 for me as a 
freshman at Maryland. 

Dom: The way Dallas earns results is a chaos factory. They’re either an 
A-team or an F-team with very little in-between. And that’s also exactly 
what we expected from them too, hence the average grade. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 22-6-6 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

Midseason grade: B-plus 

Sean: The Kings’ roster remains kind of weird, but the season has gone 
about as well as it could, yeah? The vets are still producing — hello, 
Engaged Drew Doughty — and the young guys are getting some 
seasoning. Quinton Byfield almost literally just scored the first goal of his 
career, and they’re in a playoff spot based on points percentage. What 
more could you expect? 

Dom: The fact this team is firmly in the playoff hunt is impressive in its 
own right, but that the performance seems legit makes it even more 
impressive. The Kings are 12th in expected goals percentage this season 
and getting the results to match. I didn’t think they were ready, but strong 
performances for the vets have changed the math. 

Sean: Is this happening because they employ the league’s preeminent 
Sean? Perhaps. 

Dom: Sean Couturier: “Am I a joke to you?” 

Sean: We’ll get to his team eventually. Not soon, but eventually. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 21-16-2 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Midseason grade: D-minus 

Dom: Better days are coming, but if we’re grading a team on their first 
half then it’s hard not to have one word for the Oilers: Oof. The offseason 
was weird, but should’ve been enough to bolster the team’s forward 
depth and it just hasn’t worked out that way. Recently, a lot comes down 
to goaltending, but that was glaringly obvious in the summer so it’s hard 
to feel much sympathy for the team failing in the most predictable way 
possible. 

Sean: The one-word summary is “pissy.” Come on. But hey, they just 
added another depth forward. I’m sure that’ll work out well and very 
normally. Also, you are unequivocally wrong to just assume that better 
days are coming. 

Dom: Pretty sure the Oilers lead the league in expected goals since that 
press conference. Put ol’ Jimmy Matheson on the Stanley Cup if the 
Oilers really turn it around. 

Sean: Mhmm, they also lead the league in Ken Hollands. 

Dom: I know you said “don’t give away any more trade deadline targets” 
but, hear me out: Rasmus Ristolainen??? 

Sean: If Luke Glendening isn’t an Oiler by April 1, I’ll eat a beer can. 

Dom: When Holland acquires Glendening: 

Duct Tape This Is The End GIFfrom Duct Tape GIFs 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 19-19-5 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

Midseason grade: C (Travis Green’s F-minus combined with Bruce 
Boudreau’s A) 

Sean: The Boudreau/Jim Rutherford Era has already been a gift for 
plenty of reasons, and we talk about them each week, but here’s 
something else to consider: Rutherford has spent the last month 
preoccupied with building out his front office (and do an interesting job 
with it, for whatever that’s worth). That’s out of the way. Now? THE 
RETURN OF TRADER JIM. He’s got an itch that only trading for the 
fastest forward or worst defenseman on the market can scratch. 

Dom: Tucker Poolman is already on the roster though? 

Sean: Another batting-practice dinger for my guy. I couldn’t wait to see 
which guy you went with there. 

Dom: Kidding aside, I would like to say that Poolman (and Tyler Myers!) 
have both been shockingly competent this season, especially since 
Boudreau arrived on the scene. It’s a brave new world. 

Sean: Elias Pettersson has five goals and seven points in his last six 
games, by the way. Only 78 more to reach my preseason prediction. 

19. New York Islanders 

Record: 15-15-6 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 18 

Midseason grade: D-minus 
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Dom: After years of exceeding expectations to an absolutely ridiculous 
degree, it’s only fair that the other shoe dropped once the team actually 
had any expectations thrust upon them. This was the year we all 
believed. And for what? For this? Shame on you Islanders, for once we 
trusted you. 

Sean: Jean-Gabriel Pageau is 29 years old and signed for $5 million 
annually through 2026. He has 11 points in 34 games. Who could’ve 
seen that coming? 

Dom: A million different hockey fans, but not Lou Lamoriello. 

Sean: Their stats page is making me sad. Let’s get out of here. 

20. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 22-16-8 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

Midseason grade: B-plus 

Can we please get him a real number, by the way? “46” is meant for 
special-teams fullbacks, not whatever he is. It’s the curse of polite hockey 
players; I remember asking Conor Sheary why he wore No. 43 for his 
whole time with the Penguins, and it was — as you’d expect — just 
because that’s the jersey they gave him when he was called up from the 
AHL. So, when I found out a couple years later that he just kinda let 
people mispronounce his last name that whole time, too, I wasn’t 
surprised. 

Dom: Anytime you see a player’s jersey number in the 40’s it’s always 
“it’s what they gave me.” I remember when Nazem Kadri was first called 
up they gave him 43 and he just never changed it. Terrible look. Zegras 
wore 13 in college — he needs to go back to that because that’s an elite 
number. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 17-16-7 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 21 

Midseason grade: D-plus 

Dom: Our expectations for you were low, but holy fuck. This is what the 
Jets look like when Connor Hellebuyck isn’t standing on his head every 
night. It’s bad, bad. That, and a lack of elite finishing as usual. Live by the 
percentages sword, die by it. 

Sean: Sure, but “PIONK” is a go-to Gordle starter for me. 

Dom: I tried playing Gordle, but my ability to recall five-letter hockey 
names is very poor. I’ll stick with classic Wordle where I’ve been using 
“ARISE” lately. 

Sean: How good are you with 11-letter hockey names that only have one 
vowel? 

Dom: “And sometimes Y,” Sean. And sometimes Y. 

Sean: Paul Maurice tried Gordle, went three guesses without putting 
anything on the board and quit. 

Dom: That’s better than Dave Lowry, who, in real life, loves to 
consistently put his son Adam Lowry over the boards despite him being 
unable to put anything on the board either. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 22-19-2 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Midseason grade: C-plus 

Sean: How much less interested are you in this team now that Erik 
Karlsson is hurt? We love Hertl, and Timo Meier is on his way to the Hall 
of Fame, but I’m at 65 percent. 

Dom: I am completely out. It was a nice start, but the Sharks are back to 
where we expected and back to irrelevancy. 

Sean: They might be an interesting deadline team, though. There is that. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 15-22-5 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

Midseason grade: F (MacKenzie Blackwood and all the other goalies), B-
minus (everything else) 

Dom: The Devils “won” the offseason once again, had high hopes of 
turning the corner once again, and fell flat on their faces once again. And 
as always, goaltending was a massive issue and it didn’t matter who was 
in net either. Six goalies earned starts for New Jersey this season and 
every single one had a negative goals saved above expected. 
MacKenzie Blackwood was the worst of all at minus-12, the second-
worst mark in the league. Can’t do much when the starter is that bad. 

Sean: Devils fans were pissed that we didn’t mention Jesper Bratt in the 
Player Tiers refresh, and they probably had … maybe not a right to be, 
but if I squint, I can see it. He’s having an awesome season. He’s 
basically at a point-per-game with a 3.2 GSVA pace, and his success 
isn’t tethered to Jack Hughes. I said at some point that at least a couple 
of  forwards beyond the obvious were going to have to level up, and he 
did it. It’s a shame it doesn’t matter more, at the moment. Blame 
Blackwood, I suppose. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 18-19-6 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 23 

Midseason grade: C-plus 

Sean: If the Red Wings were a little worse, their outlook would be a little 
better. They’ve had a couple of heaters — the Larkin-Raymond-Bertuzzi 
line has been too good, for one — that seemed ready to nuke their best 
shot at snagging an elite center prospect for that rebuild. Lots of time left, 
though. 

Dom: They were a really fun team to start and it looked like maybe this 
was the year they turned a corner. To an extent, they have, but a difficult 
road lies ahead. Detroit had the easiest schedule in the first half and will 
have the hardest one in the second half. A reality check is likely coming 
and that might mean they fall further in the standings, closer to where 
many expected they would. 

Sean: That’ll provide ample time for Steve Yzerman to <redacted> a 
<redacted> then <redacted> his <redacted>. 

What a gift that interview was. Early returns on the TNT studio show are 
really, really good. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 
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Record: 16-20-7 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 25 

Midseason grade: C-minus 

Dom: The fact the Blackhawks got up to a C-minus given how the season 
started is a miracle. They were an immediate trainwreck and though they 
salvaged things a bit under Derek King, the season was already over 
before he took over. Some folks thought this was a playoff team (and 
some smoother-brained folks even thought this was a contender), but it 
was always going to be an uphill battle for this group. Turns out the hill 
was even steeper than we thought. 

Sean: Your model had them at 87 points before the season. This isn’t 
hindsight; I did not see it. What’s weird, though, is that they haven’t quite 
been bad in the way I thought they’d be bad. Whatever. Sell sell sell. 

Dom: And yet, that was viewed as pessimistic to many! 

26. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 14-25-4 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Midseason grade: F 

Sean: At least Jared McCann is good. 

Dom: I’m excited for the Philipp Grubauer second-half revenge tour 
where he’ll regress closer to where he should be in games that don’t 
matter in any way shape or form. He was great Thursday night against 
Pittsburgh, somehow. 

Sean: And look how that worked out for you. I’d also like to take this 
space to address a previous tweet of mine. 

This is not true. I repeat — the Kraken are not going to euthanize Davy 
Jones, their team dog, based on their on-ice performance. 

Dom: But it is true that Davy gets more pets after wins, and that’s been 
the team’s key motivation over the last couple of weeks. 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 13-20-4 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Midseason grade: D-minus 

Dom: “The rebuild is over! Time for an epic run of unprecedented 
success! Ah, right near the top of the table, just as we hoped!” 

*someone whispers to Eugene that his newspaper is upside down* 

“Oh no!” 

Sean: Halfway to another offseason of hiring execs named Pierre, 
drafting kids whose dads played in the NHL and setting unfair, unrealistic 
expectations for his coach and a nice group of young players. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 19-21-1 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Midseason grade: C 

Sean: Has any team in recent history had a fast start that was a more 
obvious mirage than whatever Columbus was doing in October? This 
team is going to finish where it was supposed to finish. 

Dom: How quickly we forget each of the last four Buffalo Sabres 
seasons. 

Sean: I always believe in the Buffalo Sabres. 

Claude Giroux (Dennis Schneidler / USA TODAY) 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 13-22-8 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Midseason grade: F-minus 

Dom: The Flyers were a popular choice to bounce back into a playoff 
spot this season – it was an even year, after all. Though Carter Hart has 
indeed bounced back as optimistic folks expected, the rest of the team 
has unfortunately fallen apart. Injuries played a role, but it was difficult to 
fathom a descent this catastrophic. Philadelphia has had two (!!) 
separate 10-game losing streaks already this season and are currently 
mired in a franchise-record 13-gamer. It’s bleak. 

Sean: Fifteen years ago, if you’d have told me that I’d actively, sincerely 
pity Flyers fans, I’d have … I dunno, thrown up or something. But I do. So 
help me, I do. Watching on Twitter as they reacted in real time to that 
Dave Scott press conference was something else. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 13-22-7 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Midseason grade: C-plus 

Sean: It’s been a rough week in Buffalo. At least they have Alex Tuch. 

Dom: In hindsight, an Eichel trade where Tuch was one of the pieces 
coming back should’ve been something that was 100 percent certain. It’s 
nice the Sabres have a guy who wants to be there and wants to win in 
Buffalo, although you wish the franchise could build a culture where it 
didn’t take birthplace geography to elicit such a feeling. 

Sean: Syracuse isn’t even that close. It’s like, two hours, 30 minutes and 
13 seconds away. Sorry! I’m sorry! 

Dom: Upstate New York, it’s all the same. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 10-27-4 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Midseason grade: A-minus 

Dom: Excellent work here. The Coyotes had a plan and they have 
accomplished it perfectly. This team was designed to fail and it has 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2022 

 

succeeded in failure. The only thing holding Arizona back from a perfect 
grade is that the Coyotes aren’t the worst team in the league. That was 
the goal, but second worst isn’t bad either. 

Sean: Yep, their whole season has gone according to plan. All of it. 
Every single thing. 

32. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 8-27-7 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Midseason grade: J 

Sean: Oooooh, we hit ‘em with the Rasmus Ristolainen trade grade. 

Dom: Montreal: The Rasmus Ristolainen of hockey teams. 

Sean: This tweet from Arpon was depressing on no less than three 
separate levels. 

Remember when we thought they were simply going to contend for the 
worst Cup finalist follow-up season of all time? We were younger then. 

Dom: There is no contest. Once again, the Montreal Canadiens will go 
down in hockey history. 
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The Athletic / Why EA Sports NHL decided to add women’s players to 
NHL 22: ‘Seeing it to be it’ 

 

Julian McKenzie Jan 28, 2022  

 

You can count on Team Canada’s Erin Ambrose to have her PlayStation 
4 among her travel essentials for the Olympics in Beijing next month. 
She’s a big fan of the EA Sports NHL series and has played editions of 
the game dating as far back as 2001, defeated NHLers in video game 
tournaments, and even skipped out on optional skate days at Clarkson 
University to play on her XBOX. 

In her downtime in Beijing, however, Ambrose will have the opportunity to 
do something she’s never done before: play as herself. 

For the first time, the EA Sports NHL series is featuring women’s hockey 
players and their national teams. The video game developer released an 
update Thursday for NHL 22 that will allow players to play as one of the 
10 nations represented at the 2021 Women’s World Hockey 
Championship, either in individual games or in the tournament. 

It means anyone can pick up a controller and play as Marie-Philip Poulin 
and Team Canada, or Hilary Knight and Team USA, as well as eight 
other countries and their stars. They’ll also be available to play in modes 
like Shootout and NHL Threes, where games are played at 3-on-3. 
Select players will be equipped with X-Factors, special abilities that 
enhance a player in-game. 

“It’s awesome,” Ambrose, the 27-year-old Canadian defender, said. “I 
think it’s a huge step for us. I’m not going to lie, I’ve continued to update 
my game in the hopes that it’s out. All it keeps saying is that (the update 
is coming) later in January. And I’m like ‘well, we’re late in January’!” 

Knight learned how to play hockey in real life through playing on her 
computer with her brothers while growing up in Lake Forest, Ill., and they 
all wanted to be like Steve Yzerman, Joe Sakic or Peter Forsberg. 

Now, there are players who may want to be like Knight. 

“To think that I’m one of potentially those skaters people can play in the 
video game is so unique and really cool,” Knight said. 

Blake Bolden, who was the first Black player to suit in the National 
Women’s Hockey League (now known as the Premier Hockey 
Federation), grew up playing the Detroit Red Wings on NHL Hitz 2002, a 
hockey game from now-defunct video game publisher Midway. But now, 
she imagines what could’ve been if those games had female players 
growing up. 

“If there was an Angela James thrown in there, Angela Ruggiero, a Katie 
King, Cammi Granato, any of these amazing players, I would’ve totally 
lost it,” Bolden said. “For me, growing up, I played boys hockey my whole 
life. A lot of the girls that are even in the game have played boys hockey 
their whole lives. So, they idolized men.” 

Ambrose hopes the inclusion of women’s players in the game will allow 
young girls and young boys to see how great some of the women’s 
players are, including Canadian captain Poulin, who Ambrose sees as 
the ‘most clutch hockey player in the world ever, male or female’. 

“Those are things I hope young boys truly realize because I know young 
girls do,” Ambrose said. “Young boys can be like ‘oh my gosh, Marie-
Philip Poulin is unbelievable’. I don’t think she gets enough credit. As 
much as we know her name, she should be talked about as much as 
Sidney Crosby is.” 

Sean Ramjagsingh, vice-president and general manager of EA Sports, 
told The Athletic that the company had first discussed the possibility of 
including women’s teams and their world championship as part of their 
licensing deal with the IIHF last year. The partnership also allows the 
game to have the men’s world championship and world junior hockey 
championship, as well as men’s international squads, in the game. 

He says the inclusion of women’s players in the game is a “turning point” 
for the NHL franchise. 

EA Sports NHL 22 footage (Courtesy of EA Sports) 

“I’m a big believer in seeing it to be it,” Ramjagsingh said. “I’ve got a 
young daughter who’s 13 years old who played my game and asked me 
why she can’t play with women’s teams in our game. As of this Thursday, 
she’s going to be able to do that.” 

“The future of the sport depends on seeing the top players,” associate 
producer Andy Agostini said. “We provide an opportunity to see them, not 
for a week and a half or two weeks during the international tournament, 
but during the whole year in the product.” 

Typically, for sports video games, athletes go through facial scans and 
will wear motion capture suits to capture their movements to make the 
gameplay more realistic. Unfortunately, due to COVID, EA Sports was 
unable to scan players and document their movements. Instead, they 
drew likenesses for select players by hand and won’t have any 
movements specific to certain players. It led to certain challenges for the 
team, most notably with players’ hair. Specifically with their movements 
on players with longer hair and ensuring its look is realistic in-game. 

“Is it perfect? No,” Agostini said. “It’s just a hard thing to do. Our artists 
are still trying to figure out ways to keep improving now that we’ve 
included women.” 

As for player ratings, EA Sports relied on a pair of experts from the IIHF 
to rate players. Agostini says they’ve followed the international women’s 
game for the last 15 years. 

“It is definitely a unique experience to have not only the best player in the 
world in Connor McDavid in our game, but actually the best player in the 
world on the women’s side and that debate, whatever that will be,” 
Agostini said. 

If you’re wondering which side of the debate they’re on, Marie-Philip 
Poulin is the highest-rated player in the game at 94. 
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As for extra compensation for players, Ramjagsingh says EA has 
“separate” marketing deals for players involved in the promotion of the 
game. In a trailer advertising the game, a number of Canadian and 
American players are being interviewed about the game including Poulin, 
Knight, Sarah Nurse, Amanda Kessel, Kendall Coyne Schofield, Natalie 
Spooner, and Renata Fast. 

Ambrose hopes there could be more opportunities for those deals in the 
future. 

“We’re going to hopefully grow from there,” Ambrose said. “That’s a big 
thing for us, knowing that this is step one and moving in the right 
direction. Hopefully, in years to come, more compensation and more 
exposure for us that are all in the game as well.” 

The NHL series isn’t the first sports video game series to have women’s 
players. The company’s popular FIFA series has included women’s 
players and their international squads in its game since FIFA 16. The 
NBA 2K series allows gamers to play as women’s players on their WNBA 
teams. Chicago Sky star Candace Parker was named the cover athlete 
for the game’s WNBA 25th anniversary edition released back in 
September. 

Naturally, the next step is wondering when the NHL might follow suit. 

Poulin and Knight are two of the most visible faces for their sport and 
would undoubtedly be top candidates if EA Sports ever considered such 
a move. 

“What we’re announcing this week and the inclusion of women sets the 
stage for something like that in the future for sure,” Ramjagsingh said. 

Ambrose showed loyalty and threw support for her teammate, Poulin, 
perhaps even in a limited edition for a future version of the game. 

“She should be on the cover, there’s no doubt about it,” Ambrose said. “I 
think of how many people you can get into gaming just because there’s a 
female on the cover of NHL 23. That’s a big thing for us. I think that we 
should get to that point and there’s no reason that we can’t get there.” 

“This girl’s a pressure performer. Game-winning goals. If anyone, that 
would be a great pick,” Bolden said, and added that it shouldn’t take long 
—”three to five years”— for Poulin, or any woman, to be on the cover of 
an NHL game. 

Knight could have easily thrown her hat in the ring for cover athlete if it 
came time. But she thinks this accomplishment might end up going to 
another player in due time. 

“I think in the first part of your career, you spend a lot focusing on 
yourself,” Knight said. “Your mindset changes, right? And then you 
realize you have a different role in the room. And once you have that 
realization, you understand you’re part of something far greater and 
bigger than yourself. A lot of things that we’re finally having success in on 
the women’s side of the game right now, today, I hope to continue to 
deepen and grow and multiply for the next generation coming up. I think 
it would be a huge miss if we just did one-offs, right? 

“So, a lot of our focus, when we do have these accomplishments, it’s 
really for the next young girl who’s lacing up her skates.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 01.29.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers give Kane, and all his faults, another chance to write 
a new narrative 

 

Mark SpectorJanuary 28, 2022, 10:25 PM 

 

EDMONTON — If there is one moment that stands alone from Evander 
Kane’s introductory press conference on Friday morning in Edmonton, 
one loose thought that crystallized what the 30-year-old Kane has 
learned during a life of tumult, it is this one: 

“I think everyone in this room has probably made a lot of mistakes. 
They’re just not documented. They’re just not publicly recorded. They’re 
not questioned.” 

It was like Joey Chestnut saying, “Hey, we’ve all had the odd hot dog.” 

But truthfully, how many have actually found themselves in court, alleged 
to have assaulted both man and woman in separate and multiple 
incidents? And who among us has ever walked out on a $500,000 
marker at a Vegas casino? Who here has have ever been chucked out of 
three separate places of employment — NHL teams — with a “Good 
riddance!” and an ever-diminishing rate of return on each transaction? 

Let thee who has not piled up a reported $26.8 million in debt and filed 
for Chapter 7 bankruptcy cast the first stone. 

“I understand the narrative,” he later said, hinting that his reputation was 
somehow concocted, perhaps by biased journalists or jealous 
teammates. “It’s easy to look at me, just because the storylines are that I 
have always been the destructive one. 

“To say that I didn’t get along with everyone in the locker room is 
incredibly false. It’s less than a handful of guys,” Kane continued, 
parroting something that — at least on Friday — nobody said. “It goes 
both ways. When there are leaks coming from your dressing room to the 
media, I wouldn’t say that is good active leadership, or being a productive 
teammate. And they definitely didn’t come from me.” 

Remaining Time -2:41 

This is Evander Kane, a young-ish man who has stated he has sought 
and currently undergoes counselling, a very positive step. Kane, in 
essence, is saying: let’s get past the fact I did things. That people talked 
about them, now there’s the problem. 

Complex? Oh boy, is Evander Kane complex. 

In 35 years of interviewing athletes, I have never encountered such a 
combination: genuine, documented legal troubles; such absolute 
determination to absolve oneself of responsibility for whatever part of it 
Kane can shed doubt on. 

The sports world is littered with athletes whose faults, or addictions, have 
led them to dark places. Try covering boxing in the ‘80s. But, in our 
experience, those athletes will tell you they are past them, whether they 
are or not. 

They’re clean now. They’re in the best shape of their life. They’re not the 
guy/girl they used to be. 

But Kane? 

Kane is not some con man trying to convince us that he is rehabilitated, 
or cured of whatever dragged him down in his past. 

Remaining Time -2:09 

To hear him talk, those problems we’ve been reading about for the past 
decade never actually existed. They’re just a “narrative,” or a “storyline.” 

Like his departures from Winnipeg (where the leadership group 
demanded he be removed from the locker room), Buffalo (where a 
woman filed a civil lawsuit, alleging Kane sexually assaulted her) and 
San Jose (where he forged a Covid document before the Sharks voided 
the contract of their leading scorer from last season). 

Politely, Kane was asked about having left those teams under “cloudy” 
circumstances. It was my question, and it was intentionally soft. 

“I don’t know that I would necessarily agree in terms of, ‘everywhere I’ve 
been I’ve left under cloudy circumstances,” began Kane. “Yes, definitely 
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different things have happened through the course of certain tenures in 
certain places. 

“You know, there are a lot of guys who play for a lot more teams than just 
three. So I’m not alone there.” 

Read that again: “Certain tenures in certain places.” That is Kane’s way 
of describing every tenure in every place he has ever played. 

Moving on, from that soft question he projected on to every other player 
who has been moved or traded, like his transactions have essentially 
been no different than, say, Zach Hyman’s or Mark Giordano’s. 

Look, I am only a sports writer. I have not the tools to diagnose what this 
kind of manipulation means. I think I know how they play out in the 
context of a hockey team and a dressing room, but big picture, I’m more 
Lucy from the Peanuts than Sigmund Freud. 

It takes a professional to truly diagnose what this level of denial, of 
obfuscation really means. I am not that professional, and likely, you are 
not either. 

“You know, I view myself as a leader,” Kane continued. “It’s funny what 
people think. That I’m some kid on the playground who is going to 
destruct everything. That’s just not the case. 

“I’ve had a lot of experience on and off the ice, and I try to share those 
experiences with guys on the team. Try to help them not to make the 
same mistakes that I have.” 

Remaining Time -0:46 

Here is what we know. When the game starts, Kane is a very good 
hockey player. 

“He’s big, strong, he has a physical presence. He’s willing to fight 
anyone,” said Oilers alternate captain Darnell Nurse. “Anytime he gets 
the puck in the right spots it’s in the back of the net. With the passers and 
playmakers we have on the team, adding that into the fold makes our 
team better.” 

Edmonton is easy to play against. Kane will help with that. 

“I like to play with an edge and a bit of a mean streak,” said Kane, who 
thinks he can add, “Just a little bit different of an identity, maybe, than 
(the Oilers) have had in the past.” 

Kane is signed, and the Oilers are ready to give him a chance. 

Here’s hoping the “narrative” changes. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Answers to Winnipeg Jets' current rough patch have to 
come from within 

 

Ken Wiebe January 28, 2022, 9:40 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - When it comes to the predicament the Winnipeg Jets find 
themselves in, there is no way around it – their actions are not matching 
up with their words. 

Over the past week, the Jets have been saying all the right things, fully 
realizing that the status quo isn’t going to be good enough. 

Connor Hellebuyck admitted he was feeling a bit of pressure, pointing out 
that it’s tough to make up ground and chase down teams with the 
midway point of the season approaching. 

Brenden Dillon talked about not being satisfied with keeping things close, 
that wins were ultimately what was required. 

Kyle Connor said showing a sense of desperation would be beneficial. 

Paul Stastny provided his usual dose of truth serum, suggesting the Jets 
were not committed enough to the finer details of the defensive structure 
– leaving the defencemen and the goalie on an island at times – and 
that’s why they’ve been giving up too many goals lately. 

With that as a backdrop, one would have expected the Jets to deliver a 
performance for the ages Thursday night against Vancouver, knowing 
they were tied in the standings with the Canucks. 

Remaining Time -5:36 

NHL Highlights: Canucks 5, Jets 1 

Instead, the Jets were unable to generate much of a pushback and were 
throttled 5-1 as they dropped a season-high sixth consecutive game to 
fall to 17-16-7 on the season. 

With just two games left to play before the NHL All-Star break – including 
a Saturday matinee against a St. Louis Blues squad that is 16 points 
ahead of them – the Jets are reeling as they continue to search for 
answers. 

Jets captain Blake Wheeler was asked if Thursday’s loss felt like a 
season low. 

“You’re looking for a headline,” said Wheeler, before carefully taking a 
deep breath and biting his tongue. 

When a follow-up was posed about whether it was fair to characterize the 
Jets as a fragile group, Wheeler bristled at the suggestion. 

“I would say that this team has dealt with the most adversity of any team 
I've played on in 14 years. So, I would actually completely say the 
opposite about this group,” Wheeler said. “Yeah, wins and losses aren't 
going our way right now, but we've dealt with a lot ... a lot. So, we can go 
through a list and those would be labelled excuses, and I'm not in a real 
big hurry to start using excuses. But 'fragile' is not a word I would use to 
describe this group. We've had to deal with a lot this year.” 

It’s true. The Jets have dealt with an unexpected coaching change and a 
rash of injuries, along with the COVID-19 crisis that most teams are also 
going through. 

In Thursday’s game, Johnny Kovacevic made his NHL debut and 
became the 11th defenceman to suit up for the Jets this season. 

That’s an extremely high number, especially when you consider how 
many games have been played. 

But as various players have pointed out, no opponent is going to feel 
sorry for the Jets or take it easy on them because they’re not at full 
strength. 

That means the answers for this rough patch need to come from within. 

The Jets have some fairly recent history when it comes to lengthy losing 
streaks – enduring a seven-game skid near the end of last season before 
getting things turned around and sweeping the Edmonton Oilers in the 
first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Where the Jets had been showing signs of turning things around last 
April and into early May before finally finding the win column, right now 
the path forward is not nearly as clear when you’re looking at what it’s 
going to take to stop this downward spiral. 

One thing you won’t find the Jets doing is taking their frustrations out on 
one another or looking at someone to pin the blame on. 

The only way out of this mess is to push through it and it’s going to take 
the whole group, not one person trying to put the team on his back and 
drag the rest along for the ride. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 29, 2022 

 

“We are not pointing fingers at any individuals. This is a collaborative 
team effort,” said Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry, asked if his team 
was getting enough from Hellebuyck. “This is a group that is going to 
continue to stick together; they are going to continue to work together. 
We are going to win hockey games here and we are going to do it by not 
pointing fingers.” 

Although times are incredibly tough for the Jets, a public challenge of 
Hellebuyck from the podium (or behind closed doors, for that matter) isn’t 
something you would expect from either the head coach or from his 
teammates. 

Remaining Time -0:43 

Jets' Copp scores a nifty goal by batting errant shot out of midair 

Hellebuyck has earned the benefit of the doubt and remains the 
backbone of this Jets team. 

He’s been the most valuable player for several years and he remains the 
most important individual when it comes to enjoying team success. 

There is no doubt the team needs to be much better in front of him, but 
there is also no question Hellebuyck will be looking to elevate his game 
over the next several days, weeks and months. 

He’s going to consistently need to be the best goalie on the ice, no 
matter who the Jets are facing – whether it’s a Vezina candidate such as 
Andrei Vasilevskiy or a journeyman such as Spencer Martin looking for 
his first NHL victory – and ultimately recording it on Thursday by making 
33 saves. 

Since posting a 33-save shutout against the Detroit Red Wings, 
Hellebuyck has given up 23 goals and has watched his goals-against 
average rise to 2.93 and his save percentage dip to .909. 

Hellebuyck has allowed more goals (98) than anyone in the NHL this 
season (Phillip Grubauer of the Seattle Kraken has given up 95 in two 
fewer starts and is second), though some of that obviously has to do with 
his heavy workload – which hit 13 consecutive starts on Thursday and 
gives him 34 starts in 40 games this season. 

The puck-handling gaffes have received ample attention of late, but the 
biggest issue is that Hellebuyck hasn’t been other-worldly when it comes 
to keeping the puck out of the net. 

In past seasons, Hellebuyck has played the role of the human eraser, 
making numerous saves – many of the highlight-reel variety – to cover up 
many of the Jets’ defensive deficiencies. 

Some of those challenges in the D-zone for the five-man unit remain, and 
it’s clear Hellebuyck can’t just throw on the Superman cape and do it 
alone. 

He needs help for this Jets team to start living up to its potential. 

Yes, the Jets have 42 games left in the regular season to try to clean up 
this mess. 

They’ll continue to look for solutions, but they can’t afford to let this slide 
fester either, as the season is approaching a tipping point. 

The affable Nate Schmidt captured the mood eloquently earlier this week 
when asked about life in the murky middle, where the Jets currently 
reside. 

“It can certainly be done,” said Schmidt. “There’s a logjam there. The 
good part is that we have a lot of games coming up, and usually when 
you get into a rhythm and these games start coming on, you can find that 
you can start to rattle off some games, and when you look at where we 
are, you’re not in and you have to string together games. 

“It’s really what it comes down to – you can’t go 1-1 anymore.” 

The Jets can’t afford to go through any more stretches of 0-4-2, either. 

Rattling off a significant winning streak – or several – is a must. 

And the Jets can’t do that without putting one in the bank first. 

“I don’t think it’s frustration. It’s disappointment,” said Lowry. “We’ve got a 
group here where we know how to win. We’re not the first team that has 
faced this kind of situation. We’ll work for our bounces, we’ll work for our 
breaks, and win a hockey game.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Nick Suzuki was once Owen Sound's 'humble 
superstar' 

 

Mike Johnston January 28, 2022, 12:55 PM 

 

If you ever find yourself at an Owen Sound Attack home game, it won’t 
be difficult to spot Dale DeGray. No box, no booth. Instead, the Attack 
general manger stands in the same corner of J.D. McArthur Arena and 
even leans on the same railing to get that perfect vantage point. 

A former scout for the Florida Panthers and a self-described “watcher of 
the game,” DeGray has been able to watch some incredible young talent 
from that view during his 15 years with Owen Sound. Undoubtedly, one 
of the most accomplished players he has encountered is current 
Montreal Canadiens star Nick Suzuki. 

“He was arguably one of the smartest visionary sort of kids in the OHL 
draft,” DeGray said, thinking back to the first time he scouted Suzuki 
when he played AAA for the London Junior Knights. “I thought he was an 
average to better-than-average skater but did not have breakaway speed 
and was really, really smart. He saw the ice really well, was an incredible 
passer and creative. You know, he was one of the first guys I got to 
watch bank pucks off the side of a goalie and into the net.” 

Suzuki is known today as one of the more dexterous NHL forwards under 
the age of 23, but it was far more than toe-drags and saucer passes that 
endeared him to DeGray and Owen Sound right from the get-go. 

“My first time meeting him, I met him and his father in an interview where 
I had them come up to Owen Sound and after my first meeting with Nick I 
did say to my head scout, ‘That's the player we're going to draft,’” 
explained DeGray, who took Suzuki with the 14th-overall pick of the 2015 
OHL Priority Selection. 

Hockey Day in Canada 

Hockey Day in Canada connects hockey with the community and 
empowers hockey’s next generation. Host Ron MacLean and the 
Sportsnet team, along with Scotiabank, celebrate the game with a day-
long marathon of live NHL coverage on Jan. 29. 

More Hockey Day Coverage 

| Broadcast Schedule 

In his first season in the OHL, the London, Ont., native earned a spot on 
the OHL First All-Rookie Team and more than doubled his production as 
a sophomore. Beyond the incredible statistics and flashy highlight reel, 
the centre made a lasting impression because of how he conducted 
himself behind the scenes. 

“I would say that Nick is a very humble superstar. He really, really is,” 
DeGray said. “In junior hockey, he was a humble superstar. He had time 
for kids and people in and around Owen Sound. He was very respectful. 
He really was a first-class individual. He was never a guy where he knew 
how good he was and he told everybody. He let people tell him how good 
he was and I really, really respected that about his demeanor.” 
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It’s difficult quantifying a person’s character, however Suzuki did finish 
his junior career as a three-time William Hanley Trophy recipient as OHL 
Most Sportsmanlike Player as well as being named CHL Sportsman of 
the Year during his second season. 

“Just an unbelievable talent, but more importantly such a good down-to-
earth kid,” fellow Attack alumnus Joey Hishon told Sportsnet. “Does so 
much for his friends and the community around him. I have so much 
respect for him and really appreciate the opportunity to work with him.” 

Hishon, currently an Attack assistant coach and the team’s assistant GM, 
helps train Suzuki in the off-season. Suzuki and Hishon rank second and 
third, respectively, behind Bobby Ryan on Owen Sound’s all-time goals 
and points lists. 

Hishon originally joined the Attack staff ahead of Suzuki’s final season in 
Owen Sound in 2018-19, but only got to work with Suzuki for about half 
the campaign because Suzuki was dealt to the Guelph Storm as part of a 
blockbuster trade. 

“I wish I could sit here and tell you exactly what we got in return, but as 
far as doing that trade I have no qualms,” DeGray said. “I'm a big believer 
in doing what's right for the player. I've got a window of opportunity to get 
the most out of these players and if it means moving them on so that they 
can better their careers, even if it's just their junior careers and we're 
going to get assets back for that, I'm going to do what's best for 
everybody.” 

The move turned out great for Suzuki. He recorded 49 points in 29 
regular-season games before adding 16 goals and 42 points in 24 playoff 
games, capturing an OHL Cup with Guelph. Unsurprisingly, Suzuki also 
added a CHL Memorial Cup Most Sportsmanlike Player trophy to his 
collection that spring. 

DeGray mentioned he doesn’t specifically have a favourite memory of 
Suzuki’s time in Owen Sound since there were so many high points 
during his junior career, but every so often he’ll reflect upon one 
particular moment from a random regular-season game. 

“I can’t remember the other player, but people used to think ‘Nick's slight 
framed, he's not very solid’ and stuff but I remember one time he was 
carrying the puck down and a good-sized defenceman tried to start to 
play him straight up and come across to try to hit him. Nick caught it at 
the last second, realized what was going to happen and he lowered his 
shoulder and Nick almost, in step, skated right over top of this guy,” 
DeGray recalled. “At that point, I thought to myself, ‘Anybody who's 
watching this game has to realize just how strong Nick Suzuki is.’ Never 
mind how skilled and all the other stuff, but just how strong he is and how 
strong he skates. For his ability to do that, I was actually blown away.” 

Suzuki being sturdier than his frame might've suggested was a 
contributing factor to him being selected 13th overall by the Vegas 
Golden Knights in the 2017 NHL Draft. 

DeGray, 58, was a draft pick of the Flames in 1981 and played 153 NHL 
games split between Calgary, Toronto, Los Angeles and Buffalo. He 
knows how meaningful and potentially life-changing it is for players to 
make that walk to the stage after hearing their name called. 

“I was at the draft. I go to all the drafts,” DeGray said. “I enjoy every draft 
I go to whether one of our players is there or not. You take a lot of sort of 
fatherly pride, to be honest with you, in the fact that one of your players 
are selected by one of the 32 teams in the seven rounds. It's a dream 
they all have and to be able to be a part of helping them get there? I love 
it. It's huge.” 

Suzuki, whose rights were traded to Montreal in the Max Pacioretty deal 
before he even made his NHL debut, is listed at 5-foot-11 and 205 
pounds. That doesn’t exactly scream NHL power forward, but Hishon has 
noticed a clear progression from Suzuki since he turned pro. 

“Usually kids that have high hockey sense translate really well to the NHL 
level and he obviously did that ... then he just started to continue to get 
stronger,” Hishon added. “He's always been in good physical condition, 

but every time I see him every summer, he's gotten bigger, he's gotten 
stronger.” 

As the 22-year-old’s strength and statistics blossom at the NHL level and 
Suzuki's stock continues rising with each pro season, in Owen Sound 
he’ll always be that humble superstar. 

“People in our organization are still in touch with him and I know if I called 
him and he couldn't take my call, he would definitely call me back,” 
DeGray added. “That's the type of kid that he was. Very respectful, very 
mindful of everybody around him and quite honestly, just went out and 
played and got better every single day, every week, every month and 
every year. And that's got him to where he is.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / American dream: Senators prospect Sanderson back with 
Team USA for Olympics 

 

Wayne ScanlanJanuary 28, 2022, 1:17 PM 

 

It’s a good thing that Jake Sanderson is adept at changing course on the 
fly, reacting to different situations on the ice. 

Off ice, Sanderson’s hockey journey has taken myriad sudden twists: he 
has had to adjust to COVID-19 setbacks in the NCAA, along with having 
one major international opportunity stolen from his grasp -- and nearly as 
quickly, have another one take its place. 

“That one week in December had a couple of crazy days,” Sanderson 
says, by phone from the University of North Dakota campus, where the 
Ottawa Senators prospect and kinesiology major is the preeminent 
defenceman for the UND Fighting Hawks. 

“We were just ramping up to play Sweden (at the World Junior Hockey 
Championships in Alberta),” Sanderson says, of his one-game-and-out 
Team USA experience at the WJC. 

“A couple of hours later the whole tournament was canceled (due to a 
COVID-19 outbreak). 

"And then I returned home and got invited to go to the Olympics. John 
Vanbiesbrouck asked me, and it was just something that I couldn’t turn 
down.” 

That was in early January, causing Sanderson to put away one Team 
USA jersey in favour of another one, this one to represent his country in 
the Beijing Olympics starting Feb. 4. 

Sanderson’s USA team will be gathering in Los Angeles in a few days 
and leave for Beijing on Feb. 2. All these changes, challenges, twists and 
turns could rattle a young player, but Sanderson’s college coach, Brad 
Berry, says these audibles are right in Sanderson’s wheelhouse. 

“He’s open minded and flexible and can make those adjustments,” Berry 
says. “When adversity hits in a quick amount of time, the better players 
can adjust and adapt – he’s one of those guys.” 

From the outside, it was hardly a shock to see Sanderson named to the 
Olympic team, once it became clear that the NHL was not going to 
Beijing. Sanderson is “Vanbiesbrouck’s guy,” as one observer put it. 
Vanbiesbrouck, GM of both the world junior entry and USA’s men's 
Olympic team, had named Sanderson captain of the world junior team -- 
it was a given he would have him and a select few other youngsters be 
part of the American team in China. 

We’re getting used to the idea of the new Olympic tournament, yet just a 
few weeks ago, the 19-year-old Sanderson expected to be playing 
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against his teen peers for world junior prominence, not competing against 
men -- such as 37-year-old Eric Stall of Canada and “some salty old KHL 
players,” as Jake’s father, Geoff puts it. 

A retired 17-year NHL pro, Geoff Sanderson believes that the European 
and Russian Olympic teams will be very strong based on their 
professional player pools outside of the NHL. 

Suiting up in Beijing 

With no NHLers, check out the players slated to compete in Beijing 
during the Olympics as Canada goes for gold. The rosters feature a 
unique mix of players from the hockey landscape. 

Olympic hockey rosters 

| Who are the writers excited to watch? 

That Sanderson finds himself playing in the Olympics before setting foot 
in an NHL game is just part of the topsy-turvy 

world in which we live during these COVID-19 times. 

“I never really thought I’d have an opportunity to play in the Olympics, it’s 
such a big stage,” Sanderson says. “And then the opportunity came -- I 
am definitely going to take advantage of it.” 

Though it is no longer ‘best on best’ hockey, Sanderson is expecting a 
quality tournament, full of good pros and elite younger players. 

“It’s still going to be really good hockey,” Sanderson says. “Some of the 
best college players in the NCAA will be there and then others that are 
playing overseas. It’s going to be a great tournament no matter what. Any 
chance you get to put on that USA jersey you want to take it, I’ve been 
lucky enough to wear it a couple of times (at the WJC). To wear it at the 
Olympics is kind of a whole new thing. I think it will be really fun.” 

COVID hits UND 

In Beijing, hockey players will be part of a tight Olympic bubble as 
organizers strive to prevent any kind of COVID outbreaks that could 
affect the competition. Sanderson’s own UND team got hit with an 
outbreak just a couple of weeks ago, which resulted in the postponement 
of a set of games against Omaha Jan. 14-15. Sanderson was not one of 
the North Dakota players who tested positive. 

“It was a tough time for our team, but also the whole NCHC (National 
Collegiate Hockey Conference), a lot of teams were getting sick,” 
Sanderson said. “We had about eight to 10 guys that were out – I was 
lucky enough not to get COVID and so I was able to go to the rink and 
skate and work out.” 

The Fighting Hawks don’t have the depth and skill they had when fellow 
Senators draft picks Shane Pinto and Jacob-Bernard Docker were still at 
UND. At 13-9-1, North Dakota isn't the NCAA front-runner anymore, but 
it’s not for lack of will from Sanderson. 

Hockey types can debate which is Sanderson’s greatest hockey attribute. 
His skating? Defensive acumen? Off-the-chart hockey sense? These 
features and more made Sanderson the fifth overall draft choice of the 
Senators in 2020 and have him among the favourites -- if not the 
favourite -- to win the Hobey Baker Award as top player in the NCAA this 
spring. 

Work ethic ‘right up there’ with Toews, Parise, TJ Oshie 

Tales of Sanderson being the first to the arena in the morning and the 
last off the ice are legend around the campus. Berry says that the six-
foot-two, 190-pound Sanderson is as committed to the pursuit of 
excellence as any player he has coached at UND, and that includes the 
likes of Jonathan Toews, Zach Parise and T.J. Oshie. 

“I don’t name these guys because they are high-end, elite NHL players,” 
Berry says. “They all had a common thing and that was their work ethic 
and drive -- Jake has that.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Berry shares an example from that day’s practice. 

“We had a longer skate today, probably an hour and a half -- we had 
some details, system stuff to get to on a Tuesday prior to the weekend 
games. And Jake is out here early, and he’s shooting on the goaltenders. 
Then we go through the practice and some guys are spent, fatigued, but 
Jake stays on, doing some group work with the defencemen. He’s always 
one of the first ones on and the last off -- he just wants to maximize his 
game. And not only that, he’s got that wide-eyed approach coming to the 
rink, that he’s excited to be here. 

“He feels very fortunate to be here. And I think that’s the humble side of 
him.” 

Already an impact player in his first college season (2020-21), with 15 
points in 22 games while drawing raves for his defensive play, 
Sanderson has stepped up his offensive game (22 points in 19 games), 
but also his presence on the ice and in the room. 

“This year, I really see the leadership side coming,” Berry says. “Whether 
we’re leading games or chasing games, Jake has a calming effect on our 
group here. That in itself is important, but the other part for me is just how 
dominant he is out there and how strong he is in all three zones. 

“When the puck is on his stick, he makes a really good play, to break out, 
to add to transition to the offensive zone. There’s a ton of highlight clips 
of him (widely circulating in Ottawa) in the offensive zone, being evasive 
and keeping plays alive -- just having that competitive mindset but not 
being high-risk. As a coach, you love that trust in a player to do that shift 
after shift.” 

To the delight of his coaches, Sanderson’s work ethic catches on. 

“When your best player, Jake Sanderson, is working on the extra things 
after practice, everybody watches and says, ‘man, I’ve got to do that,’” 
Berry says. 

“It raises the bar.” 

Just ‘bring it’ every day 

Asked to name his best attribute as a player, Sanderson goes off the 
board with his answer. 

“It’s just bringing it every day,” Sanderson says. “All around -- on the ice 
and in the weight room. Just doing extra stuff. Just bring it every day and 
never take an off day and I feel like that’s very hard to do. I’m always 
making sure I’m doing my best every single day -- it’s really important to 
me.” 

One of the reasons Sanderson feels so strongly about putting in an 
honest effort? To pay back the support he received along the way, 
especially from his mom and dad. 

“My parents have always been there for me, on my side,” he says. 

Leadership and maturity seem to come naturally to Jake, although his 
father, Geoff, says that Jake “turned into a man” when he left home at 16 
to join the USA National Development Team U-17 Program out of 
Michigan. 

“That program, with Seth Appert and Nick Fohr, and the schooling he 
received there and the support, I think were really important factors in 
Jake’s development,” Geoff says. 

Humble start in hockey 

Growing up in Whitefish, Montana, population roughly 6,000 when Jake 
was a boy (it’s about 9,000 today), Sanderson was hardly a rising star 
from a hockey hotbed. With just one year-round rink and a limited minor 
hockey program in Whitefish, the Sandersons eventually moved to 
Calgary so their three boys could play at a higher level. 
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Geoff is a stay-at-home dad in Calgary with his wife, Ellen, and Jake’s 
brothers, Ben and Sawyer. They maintain their Whitefish cabin, which 
Geoff bought years ago on the advice of his former Hartford Whalers 
teammate Murray Craven, and return there every summer. 

A mountain resort town, Whitefish has its charms. Jake adores it and 
takes pride in having an opportunity to be the first Whitefish-born player 
to reach the NHL. But hockey development, at least 15 years ago, was 
not a Whitefish specialty. 

“The teams Jake played on usually covered three different birth years 
just so we could put a team together,” Geoff says. “So, he played with his 
older brother, (Ben) there.” 

In Calgary, Jake was not quite ready to make the top level of his age-
group tryouts in his first year playing novice, atom and peewee. The 
second year at those levels, he would make it. 

Finally, he made the Bantam AAA team in his first attempt, but the family 
decided to hold him back. 

“We said, we don’t think you’re ready to play AAA, you need to have a 
good year of AA,” Geoff says. 

The decision was partly based on the AAA experience the family had 
been through with Ben. 

“Bantam AAA in Alberta is HOCKEY,” Geoff says. “It’s physical. It’s 
mean. The kids all develop at different ages. You get some really large, 
physical kids and then some small, really skilled kids that haven’t hit their 
growth spurt yet. 

“Jake was kind of in the middle. He was a defenceman and I knew I 
didn’t want him to play there. I wouldn’t be able to relax watching him, 
that was probably the biggest thing -- I would be worried watching him 
play.” 

(Memo to pushy hockey parents: let your child play at a comfortable 
level, have the puck more and enjoy the game). 

The Senators have a history of drafting the sons of NHL players, with 
captain Brady Tkachuk being the best example. Yet, Geoff Sanderson, 
despite his 17 NHL seasons and 700 career NHL points, swears he had 
no idea his son was a hot prospect until he saw his name “shoot up the 
draft board.” At that point, Geoff took the time to do some comparables in 
the 2000 draft to come to realize Jake was a legitimate top-five pick. 

JBD awards ‘under the bed’ 

Sanderson could be in Ottawa playing with the Senators as early as this 
spring, when his college season ends. 

It seems a perfect fit, with a core of young players like Tkachuk, Drake 
Batherson, Thomas Chabot and Josh Norris, but also three past or 
present UND teammates in the Ottawa organization. Centre Shane Pinto 
and Bernard-Docker are already with the Senators (JBD has divided time 
in AHL Belleville and Ottawa) and Tyler Kleven is still playing with 
Sanderson at UND. 

Not surprisingly, Sanderson is in regular contact with Pinto and JBD. He 
sent his sympathies for Pinto’s shoulder injury and subsequent surgery 
and was teasing Bernard-Docker for leaving a trophy trail at UND. 

“I’m actually living in the room JBD was in the last two years,” Sanderson 
says. 

Asked if JBD left any mementos behind, Sanderson offered up this gem: 

“He actually has a couple of awards that I found under the bed,” 
Sanderson says, laughing. “I don’t know if he just forgot them or what. 
One was for, like, defenceman of the week. And the other is a plaque.” 

Clearly these guys aren’t in it for the awards they get. 

Ottawa’s development staff keeps in touch with Sanderson, and general 
manager Pierre Dorion said last week that he sent the young 

defenceman a message of congrats and best wishes for the upcoming 
Olympics, which the organization feels will only boost his development. 

Development coach Shean Donovan raves about Sanderson’s approach 
to Year 2 at UND. 

“He didn’t just go back with the attitude of, ‘oh, it will be fun to play 
another year in North Dakota,’ he went back with a purpose,” Donovan 
says. “He wants to be a player and there is no stone unturned for him as 
far as getting better.” 

Sanderson has also spoken to Senators head coach D.J. Smith on 
occasion. 

“I’ve had a couple of calls with D.J. and he just seems like an unreal 
coach,” Sanderson says. “I can’t wait to get there.” 

As big a jump as the NHL is for a college player, Sanderson’s UND 
coach, Berry, believes the kid is ready. 

“He’s got to learn some intricacies of the pro game and that he will do -- 
he’s a fast learner,” Berry says. “With his God-given ability and his work 
ethic and mindset, I think he’ll have a really good opportunity to play an 
impactful role right away. 

“I’m not going to diminish the step that it takes. I mean, it’s a big step to 
get to the NHL, but when you look at him playing on the world stage . . . 
and the elite national development program – he’s in the Biosteel Game 
a couple of years ago and was the top player, he’s captain of the world 
junior team and now he’s going to the Olympics and playing at that level. 
I think that gives you a barometer of where he’s at.” 

His dad is somewhat nervously excited about Jake’s newfound status as 
an A-list prospect. Though proud of Jake’s surge over the past two 
seasons, Geoff is a little concerned about the heightened expectations 
preceding Jake’s arrival in Ottawa. Whether he is an overnight sensation 
or not, Sanderson looks like a lock to become a top-four defenceman 
with the Sens. 

Geoff laughs and then adds: “I may have to give the old Wendel Clark 
speech about Canadian media – that ‘you’re never as good as they say 
you are and you’re never as bad as they say you are.’ You’re somewhere 
in the middle.” 

Montana boy at heart 

Widely described as humble and ‘grounded,’ Sanderson would say he is 
grounded to the very roots of Whitefish, Montana, “a place that defines 
me.” 

Away from the rink and off-season training, Sanderson likes nothing 
better than riding his mountain bike in the Montana hills or fly fishing its 
rivers with his dad and brothers. 

“I’m not the best -- my little brother (Sawyer)’s probably the best 
fishermen out of all the brothers,” Sanderson says. “Normally, we’ll go on 
the Missouri River, about two or three hours from our house and we can 
catch rainbow trout, brown trout. Fish like that. 

“There’s some small ones, but if you get lucky, you can get a big one.” 

The Senators feel they have landed a big one in Sanderson. 
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TSN.CA / 'He has taken charge': Matthews finds his voice as Leafs 
leader 

 

Mark Masters 

14-18 minutes 
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TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practiced at the Ford Performance Centre before travelling to Detroit on 
Friday for Saturday night’s game against the Red Wings. 

Auston Matthews is setting the tone for the Leafs with his play and, more 
and more, his voice.  

"He's really transformed into a leader in this locker room," observed 
veteran forward Jason Spezza. "His daily habits have always been 
exceptional, but he's having conversations away from the group. He's 
having conversations at the right time in the dressing room. He's also 
pushed us at times to be better. He's just got a great mind for the game 
and we're starting to see it now in the dressing room." 

Captain John Tavares and alternate Morgan Rielly, the longest-serving 
Leaf, are at the centre of the leadership group, but the 24-year-old 
Matthews, who's in his sixth NHL season, is now taking on a bigger role.   

"He's got a great pulse," Spezza added. "He knows when maybe it just 
wasn't our night and you have to move on quickly. It's good to have a 
fresh take on things sometimes and he's been able to give that." 

Sheldon Keefe has noticed Matthews speaking up more during games.  

"In general, you hear a lot more chatter from him and his linemates," the 
coach noted. "You see him on the ice before shifts and before faceoffs 
grabbing guys and taking charge more at different times." 

The Leafs have yet to win a playoff series since Matthews broke into the 
league and Keefe senses a growing urgency within the team's leading 
scorer.  

"You just hear more from him," Keefe said. "He had been a very quiet 
player once he comes back to the bench in the past. We have seen him 
progress in that area. He is just taking on that increased leadership role. I 
think he recognizes where he is at within our team, where he is at in the 
league and what he wants our team to accomplish. He has taken charge 
of it." 

And of course Matthews continues to lead on the ice with his consistent 
and determined play.  

"If you get in Auston Matthews' way these days, he is not stopping," 
Keefe said. "He is driving right through you, he is going to keep his feet 
moving and he is going to push you off the puck. That is just a great sign. 
We talked about his leadership and that is an area where has really done 
that." 

Matthews has 'really transformed into a leader' in Leafs room 

Auston Matthews currently leads the Leafs in scoring this season with 25 
goals and 43 points, but it's his contributions behind the scenes that are 
drawing rave reviews from his teammates. Head coach Sheldon Keefe 
sees it as a natural progression and teammate Jason Spezza says 
Matthews has a "natural pulse" on the team. 

The emergence of Matthews as a vocal leader is one reason why Spezza 
believes the Leafs have been able to take an important step forward so 
far this season.  

"We've been able to identify the areas we're slipping in and be mature 
about approaching them and knowing we have to fix them," Spezza said. 
"That's allowed us to be consistent as a team. We've had a much more 
mature approach to our game. Even when we're winning games, but 
we're maybe not playing our best hockey, we've addressed it. There's 
been a big step maturity-wise that way. Some of our young leaders have 
really found their voices and really taken control and are driving this 
team." 

Despite a strong effort on Wednesday with the Leafs outshooting the 
Anaheim Ducks 44-21, Matthews wasn't entirely happy during his post-
game analysis.  

"Maybe we could do a better job of getting to their net and having a 
presence, especially with the level of goaltending they had in there," the 
centre said.  

Matthews produced two assists while firing seven shots on John Gibson 
in the After missing most of the first half of the season with a groin injury, 
Petr Mrazek produced his best performance as a Leaf last Saturday 
stopping 27 of 28 shots in a win on Long Island.  

"It was tough the first half of the year," he said after only his fifth game of 
the season. "I was hurt for a long time so I'm trying to build momentum." 

The Leafs want to help him do that and so the former Red Wing will get 
the start on Saturday in Detroit.  

"We are going to need Petr a lot coming up," Keefe explained. "For the 
New Jersey back-to-back that is coming early next week, we know we 
need Petr. We just thought getting him this game better prepares him for 
that versus having an even longer stretch in between games. We think 
trying to get him into a little bit of a rhythm is important." 

Michigan native Jack Campbell, who has an .864 save percentage in his 
last five games, will start on Monday at home against the Devils before 
Mrazek gets back in on Tuesday in New Jersey. 

Timothy Liljegren left Wednesday's game in the first period after falling 
awkwardly in the neutral zone and banging his head on the knee of 
Trevor Zegras.  

"It was a weird sequence," he said. "I had a lot of speed and was trying to 
get the puck down [the ice]. The puck jumped over my stick and I lost my 
balance." 

The 22-year-old defenceman was surprised that he was assessed a 
penalty for tripping on the play. 

Liljegren was back on the ice on Friday skating alongside Travis Dermott 
on Toronto's third pair. 

"I have no symptoms at all," Liljegren said. "I felt good in practice today." 

Liljegren is expected to play on Saturday against the Red Wings.  

Jake Muzzin participated in part of practice on Friday, but remained in a 
red no-contact sweater and will miss a fourth straight game with a 
concussion.  

"Muzzin has continued to progress," said Keefe. "He was out there again 
today going through a good portion of our practice. Both he and the 
medical team are not comfortable with where he is at right now to put him 
into games. He will not make the trip to Detroit." 

Maple Leafs' d-man Timothy Liljegren was as surprised as anyone that 
he was called for tripping on Trevor Zegras on Wednesday, saying he 
didn't find out about it until later in the dressing room. Liljegren appears to 
be no worse for wear after the hit, however as he was a full participant in 
Leafs practice. Mark Masters has more on Liljegren, and the Leafs' 
decision to start goaltender Petr Mrazek on Saturday in this edition of Ice 
Chips. 

Wednesday's game marked the debut of a new forward alignment with 
Matthews, William Nylander and Mitch Marner on different units. 
Matthews played with Michael Bunting and Ondrej Kase while Marner 
slotted in beside Ilya Mikheyev and Tavares. Those lines have played 
together in the past. The one line that was truly new featured Nylander 
and Alex Kerfoot beside the defensive-minded David Kampf.  

"We had a couple chances," Nylander said. "I mean, we didn't get out too 
much. There was a lot of power play and special teams stuff, but the 
times we were out there we had a couple really good chances." 

"Kampf is an easy guy to play with in that you can trust and rely on him 
defensively," said Keefe. "He is going to do a good job of helping you get 
out of your end and get you on offence. We are going to continue to look 
at it, but the early signs were encouraging." 
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Kampf and Nylander played together for seven minutes and 30 seconds 
at even strength against Anaheim. The Leafs and Ducks both produced 
three shots on net in those minutes, per NaturalStatTrick.com.  

"They had one really good sequence in the second period and a really 
great scoring chance with Kampf out front," Keefe noted. "That really 
stood out to me." 

Keefe should get a better sense of how the experiment is going after 
Saturday's game.  

"In doing all of this with moving the lines around in the way that I did, it 
was with the intention that the line was not always going to be intact," the 
coach pointed out. "We were going to be moving some people around. 
We are going to be on the road in Detroit, so we might do a little bit less 
of that without being able to control the matchups with last change." 

Nylander on chemistry with Kampf and why he does post-practice sprints 

Maple Leafs' head coach Sheldon Keefe shook up the lines against the 
Anaheim Ducks in favour of a more balanced attack. The new-look lines 
saw William Nylander dropped to the third line with David Kampf. 
Nylander spoke about his connection with Kampf and what makes the 
Czech forward such a good player. As well, Nylander explained why he 
does post-practice sprints on the ice. 

At the end of practices, Nylander will often do a couple sprints from blue 
line to blue line. Lately, some teammates have joined him and created a 
bit of a competition.  

For the first time this season, the Leafs produced three power-play goals 
in one game on Wednesday. But it wasn't all positive vibes for the top 
unit after the win.   

"We leave with a bitter taste in our mouth by just giving up that goal," 
said Tavares. 

After scoring their third man-advantage marker during a five-on-three 
chance in the second period, Keefe called timeout to give his big boys a 
chance to rest with 68 seconds remaining in the power play. Despite a 
flurry of chances, they couldn't sneak another puck past Gibson.  

Jakob Silfverberg got out of the box just as the Ducks got possession 
back and headed up ice. That created an odd-man rush and gave 
Silfverberg a clean look at Campbell, which he converted to bring the 
visitors back within a goal. Anaheim then tied the game in the third 
period.  

"Things were working really well," Tavares said. "We had good pressure 
again trying to find another one. We were really in sync, in rhythm and 
reading really well off one another and then we give that one up. Even 
though we played well, we leave it to one chance, which they ended up 
finding a way to get one in the third. We got to find a way to make sure 
we're detailed all the way through and not taking our foot off the gas and 
understanding the circumstances of the game." 

Keefe was willing to give his players a pass.  

"They overdid it at the end," Keefe said after the game. "I'll own that one." 

One of the four forwards needed to change to get a second defenceman 
on the ice.  

"That is something the second unit is accustomed to doing," Keefe noted, 
"getting off the ice before something like that happens. I failed to point 
that out to our guys to be mindful of that. That is on me. That group, in 
particular, is not used to being out there at the end of the power play 
when it expires. I will own that one there. Our power play, obviously, was 
tremendous." 

The Leafs enter Friday's games with the best power-play percentage in 
the NHL (30.6).  

MJ: Leafs' excellent special teams indicative of team confidence 

The Maple Leafs power play was clicking against the Ducks, scoring 
three times and as TSN Hockey analyst Mike Johnson explains, the 
Leafs' most talented players have been causing all kinds of problems for 
opposing penalty kills. 

Spezza, who has just one assist over the last 10 games, slammed his 
stick over the boards in frustration during a power-play drill on Friday. It 
hasn't been a great run of late for Toronto's oldest player and Toronto's 
fourth line. 

"It's been a rough 10-game stretch for us in terms of carrying play, but I 
know when we're at our best the team needs us and we can control play 
against other fourth lines," the 38-year-old said. "We're smart enough 
guys to know that we're not happy with where we're at. The good news is 
there's lots of hockey left to be played and we know how to get back to 
it." 

Spezza has been a minus player in four of the last 10 games, including 
on Wednesday night when a Pierre Engvall clearing attempt deflected off 
him and into the Leafs net.  

"Heading into the second half of the year, and as we start playing more 
hockey, all the good teams play four lines and we have to be reliable," 
Spezza said. "We'll find our game and get moving and make us a better 
team." 

There was reason for optimism for Spezza on Wednesday as he opened 
the shootout with a goal.  

"Maybe scoring in the shootout will give me a little confidence," he said. 
"The puck hasn't gone in during the last stretch, but little things like that 
show that it's in there. You're never going as good as you think you are 
and you're never going as bad as you think you are. Little moments like 
that can help and, for me, as a player, I like the pressure of it ... I love the 
pressure of just getting a chance to step up there. Even if I've sat around 
for a little bit, it gives you confidence to know that you trust your instincts 
and trust your game where you can go out and execute a move." 

Keefe likes to send out Spezza first in the shootout in order to get 
Matthews and Nylander, the next two shooters, more rest after the three-
on-three overtime.  

"I'll go wherever he wants," Spezza said with a chuckle. "If he thinks 
leadoff is the right role, I'll go. If he wants me to go 20th, I'll go 20th. He's 
got a good pulse for what's going on and it's my job to be ready when 
called upon."  

The Leafs have had three shootouts this season. Toronto won 
Wednesday and on Jan. 11 in Vegas, but lost on Dec. 4 in Minnesota. In 
that game against the Wild, Spezza got hurt late and wasn't available for 
the shootout.  

Slumping Spezza hopes shootout goal gives him a spark 

With only one assist over nine games in January, Maple Leafs' forward 
Jason Spezza says it's been "a rough 10-game stretch" for his line. The 
veteran forward believes his line has much more to give and says that 
there's a lot more hockey to play for them to find their game. 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Kase 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Kampf - Nylander  

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

Ritchie, Clifford  

Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl 

Dermott - Liljegren  
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Muzzin - Dahlstrom  

Mrazek  

Campbell  

Power-play units at Friday's practice:  

Quarterback: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Bumper/net front: Tavares, Nylander rotating  

Quarterback: Sandin  

Flanks: Spezza, Mikheyev  

Bumper: Kase 

Net front: Bunting 

TSN.CA LOADED: 01.29.2022 

1233986 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Signs of optimism surround Flames’ arena negotiations 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Nearly a month after the City of Calgary and Flames ownership abruptly 
cut off negotiations for a new arena, there is optimism an agreement can 
be reached in the first half of this year. 

Initially set to break ground in early 2022 a block from where the 
Saddledome currently stands, the original deal fell apart due to expense 
overruns related to climate mitigation and roads. Those overruns 
amounted to between $10 million and $20 million of the total facility cost 
of $608 million. 

At a meeting in mid-January, city council – elected last October – voted 
to pursue a new agreement with Calgary Sports and Entertainment 
Corporation (CSEC), the parent company of the Flames. The difference 
now is that there would be a third party involved to shepherd the 
construction of the new facility – an arrangement more common in the 
United States than in Canada. 

According to a source close to the negotiations, Oak View Group, 
founded by former Maple Leafs Sports & Entertainment CEO Tim 
Leiweke and has ownership stakes in Climate Pledge Arena in Seattle 
and UBS Arena on Long Island (among other facilities in North America), 
could be a candidate. 

CSEC has yet to comment on council soliciting a third party to facilitate 
the construction of the new facility and declined comment to TSN on 
possibly re-entering discussions. 

"Other cities have managed it differently,” mayor Jyoti Gondek said at a 
media conference earlier in January. “They've also got partners that are 
responsible for entertainment outside of sports. So, anything is possible 
at this point…I think it is a great way to ensure that everyone is getting 
what they need out of an agreement and a partnership by making sure 
there is a third party at the table, so that both interests are well-served.” 

City council has a committee dedicated to the new arena project, 
including finding that third-party partner, and will present its findings in 
the spring. 

That is surely welcome news for Flames fans pining for a new facility 
(opened in 1983, the Saddledome is the second-oldest rink in the NHL), 
as well as Calgarians hoping a new arena would help revitalize a 

downtown that has suffered from exorbitantly high vacancy rates due to 
oil prices bottoming out and the pandemic. 

Despite the city council’s commitment to the facility, there remains the 
question of what the final price tag will ultimately be and just how much 
will be borne by the public. 

Any major infrastructure project comes with a price, and should ground 
ultimately be broken, taxpayers will be footing the bill for at least some of 
the Flames’ new home. The city would have contributed more than $300 
million to the construction of the new arena under the previous 
agreement. Several studies have shown, however, that taxpayer funding 
for professional sports facilities does not necessarily add to the city’s 
bottom line. 

“Broadly speaking, the economic implications of [public funding for sports 
stadiums] are actually fairly minimal,” said Dr. Trevor Tombe, an 
economics professor at the University of Calgary. 

“What it tends to do is shift economic activity across locations. So, if you 
were going to a game or going out for dinner at a bar or after, that’s 
spending from your household budget that would otherwise have gone to 
something else – maybe a restaurant or bar closer to where you live. An 
arena can change where that spending is done, so using something like 
an events centre to spur activity in a particular location in a city, that’s 
one thing. But for a city as a whole, the gains are pretty minimal, or 
almost nonexistent.” 

Proponents of the project say the economic impact of a new arena would 
be felt by both hockey fans and non-fans alike and provide a major boost 
for Calgary as its downtown evolves and the city tries to lure residents 
into its core. 

David Low, the executive director of the Victoria Park Business 
Improvement Area, points to Las Vegas’ T-Mobile Arena as an example 
for Calgary to follow. 

“It is an amazing integration of arena and public realm, and interest,” he 
said. “You should be able to come down to the arena, not set foot in the 
building, not spend a dime, and still have an amazing experience. It’s got 
an amazing park. You can wander around…we could have done 
something or designed something of that nature. It’s designing that 
experience around the building. That’s where the real magic happens.” 

Low feels that December’s arena impasse puts into doubt Flames 
ownership’s commitment to Calgary. 

“This could have been a major catalyst to help get us out of the dumpster 
fire that we’re in, in terms of our single-track economy,” he said.  “If you 
look at Las Vegas and Nashville right now, they are banging. 
Entertainment economies are some of the first to come back [from the 
pandemic]. So, to have that solid entertainment and culture engine would 
have been amazing…what should [CSEC] have done? They should have 
invested in Calgary and make us one of the top-three destinations in 
North America for conferences and events. That would have been the 
prize.” 

In his December media conference announcing the deal’s termination, 
CSEC CEO John Bean did reaffirm their commitment to Calgary, saying 
that, “the people of Calgary should understand that nevertheless CSEC's 
intentions are to remain in the Scotiabank Saddledome." 

For now, Calgarians will wait until the spring for further developments – 
and potentially longer on a new cost estimate – as the pandemic and the 
related supply chain disruptions go into a third year. 
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