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Canes win on Whalers Night against the Devils. How Carolina pulled out 2-1 victory 

By Chip Alexander  

It was Whalers Night again Saturday for the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena — the green Hartford jerseys, 
iconic logo, Brass Bonanza, Pucky on the warning siren, ‘80s 
music, all that. 

That’s been good for a little extra energy in the building and 
so it was again. And the Hurricanes needed it. 

The Canes, beaten a week ago by the New Jersey Devils, 
again found themselves being tested by a team that has has 
been losing but has speed, skill and some youthful spunk in 
the lineup. The Canes won 2-1, but it was a hard-fought 
game and well-earned victory against a well-prepared Devils 
team. 

Jordan Martinook, back in the lineup after missing four 
games, and Andrei Svechnikov had first-period goals for the 
Canes. Jesper Boqvist scored in the first for the Devils, and it 
stayed a one-goal game as Canes goalie Antti Raanta and 
New Jersey’s Jon Gillies each made timely stops. 

Raanta, in his first start since Jan. 1, had 24 saves and was 
named the game’s first star as the Canes (30-9-1) 
maintained first place in the Metropolitan Division. Carolina, 
which hosts San Jose on Sunday, has 62 points, one point 
ahead of the Pittsburgh Penguins, and has set a franchise 
record for points after the first 41 games of a season. 

In the game in New Jersey, the Canes gave goalie Jack 
LaFontaine the chance to make his first NHL start. The 
Devils won 7-4 against a player fresh out of the lineup at the 
University of Minnesota, a goalie who looked rushed into 
action and out of place. 

It was Raanta’s net Saturday and an important game for the 
veteran. In the Jan. 1 road game against Columbus, he 
allowed three first-period goals — and was lifted after the 
first — although the Canes surged to a 7-4 win. 

Raanta gave up the first-period goal Saturday to Boqvist as 
New Jersey beat the Canes down the ice in transition. That 
made it a 2-1 game and Raanta kept it that way in the 
second period with some terrific saves as the Devils 
outskated and outplayed the Canes much of the period. 

Raanta stopped Boqvist’s bid for a second goal. He denied 
Jesper Bratt with a pad save at the post. In the final seconds 
of the period, he coolly stopped a shorthanded breakaway by 

Nathan Bastian when the Canes misplayed the puck on a 
power play. 

“That was kind of vintage ‘Raants’ right there,” said 
Martinook, once Raanta’s teammate in Arizona. “That’s the 
’Raants’ I saw steal a lot of games when I was with him.” 

Martinook said Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour gave the 
team a stern “talking-to” during the second intermission, and 
Brind’Amour also shuffled the lines. The Canes responded, 
limiting the Devils to three shots in the third period in locking 
down their third straight close win. 

“The third was great. That’s how you have to play with the 
lead,” Brind’Amour said. “It wasn’t a great first couple of 
periods, but give the guys a lot of credit because when the 
game was on the line they turned it up.” 

Gillies, playing his eighth game for the Devils (15-23-5), 
made his biggest stops midway through the third to keep it a 
one-goal game. He barely got his left skate on a shot by Nino 
Niederreiter, then smothered another Niederreiter attempt. 

Gillies soon got a big assist from defenseman P.K. Subban. 
Canes defenseman Brett Pesce got off a shot that slipped 
behind Gillies but was swept off the goal line by Subban. 

The Canes were without forward Teuvo Teravainen, out with 
an injury and his status for Sunday’s game not known. But 
Martinook, who has been hampered by injuries and COVID-
19, had plenty of jump and pent-up energy. 

“I said to the guys I feel like a race car that can get qualifying 
in but when the race comes, I blow a tire or something,” 
Martinook said. 

Martinook, playing on a line with Sebastian Aho and Seth 
Jarvis, scored in the first after being denied by Gillies on a 
bang-bang play. Moments later, he took a pass from Jarvis 
and got off a spinning backhander that beat Gillies for his 
second goal of the season and a 1-0 lead. 

Svechnikov’s goal came in typical fashion, the power forward 
bull-rushing the puck to the net. It was the 15th goal of the 
season and second game-winner for Svechnikov. 

Devils defenseman Dougie Hamilton, still recovering from a 
broken jaw, was with the team Saturday and took part in the 
morning skate but was unable to play against his former 
team. Hamilton was recognized early in the game and given 
a nice ovation. 
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The Replay: UNC women upend Duke in basketball; Canes work OT; Bulls retain manager 

By Justin Pelletier 

UNC looked more like a Top 25 team than Duke on this 
night. 

In a prelude to next week’s men’s rivalry matchup, UNC and 
Duke met in women;s basketball on Thursday. Duke was 
without head coach kara Lawson, who entered health safety 
protocols Thursday afternoon before the game, but with the 
way UNC played — even at Cameron Indoor — it may not 
have mattered much. 

Alyssa Ustby scored a game-high 20 points for the Tar Heels 
finished with a season-low five turnovers to rattle Duke, 78-
62, in a rivalry matchup in Durham. 

Carlie Littlefield’s four-point play gave UNC a 19-18 at the 
end of the first quarter. Then the Tar Heels took over in the 
second. 

Carolina converted eight Duke turnovers in the period into 15 
points. When Kennedy Todd-Williams drilled a jumper at the 
buzzer, the Heels took their biggest lead of the game into 
halftime 47-26. 

Duke’s Shayeann Day-Wilson, who averages a team-best 12 
points per game, shot just 3-for-16 from the field and had 10. 
Miela Goodchild, Duke’s 40 percent 3-point shooter, missed 
her first seven attempts from behind the arc. She made three 
in the fourth quarter, but by then it was too late. 

Overtime thrillers 

The Hurricanes rebounded earlier this week after a tough 
loss on the road the previous weekend to post a key OT win 
over the Western Conference-leading Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

Sebastian Aho took a feed in the low slot from Andrei 
Svechnikov after Svechnikov forced a turnover during the 3-
on-3 overtime. Aho slid the puck into the cage for a 4-3 win. 

Thursday, the Canes worked overtime again, but this time 
they needed a bit more time, so they went into the shootout. 
Svechnikov scored the lone shootout goal for either team to 
lift the Canes to the win. It was the first shootout of the 
season — and first in 56 games overall — for Carolina. 

The Canes capped their unofficial first half of the season with 
home games late Saturday and Sunday afternoon. 

Bulls retain skipper 

The reigning Triple-A National Champion Durham Bulls 
announced this week that Brady Williams will return for his 
third season as manager of the Bulls. Joining Williams on the 
coaching staff are pitching coach Brian Reith, hitting coach 
Will Bradley and bench coach Reinaldo Ruiz. 

“We’re thrilled to welcome back Brady after the Bulls won 
every single title possible last season,” Bulls Vice President 
of Baseball Operations Mike Birling said in a news release. 
“We look forward to working with him and the rest of his staff 
for what should be another exciting season in 2022.” 

Williams, the 2021 Triple-A East co-Manager of the Year, led 
the Bulls to a minor league-best 86-44 record last season, 
the highest win percentage over a full season in Durham 
franchise history, en route to claiming the Triple-A National 
Championship and winning the Triple-A Final Stretch. In his 
two years at the helm for the Bulls, the 41-year-old has 
compiled a 161-108 record after leading Durham to the 
Governors’ Cup Finals in his initial campaign in 2019. 
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Raanta has whale of a game, leads Hurricanes past Devils 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — For 40 minutes on Saturday night, the Carolina 
Hurricanes looked like the old Hartford Whalers for more 
than one reason. 

Despite being held to just 13 shots on goal through two 
periods, the Hurricanes entered the locker room with a one-
goal lead — and were met by an angry coach. 

“We kind of we got a talking-to there in the second 
intermission,” Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook said. 

The kick in the backside from coach Rod Brind’Amour was 
exactly what his team — wearing the iconic blue and green 
uniforms of the oft underwhelming Whalers — needed to turn 
back into the Eastern Conference-leading Hurricanes, 
shutting down the New Jersey Devils in the third period to 
hold on for a 2-1 win in front of a standing room-only crowd 
of 18,956 at PNC Arena. 

“We knew we weren’t there and I think Roddy knew we 
weren’t there,” Martinook added, “and that’s the sign of a 
good coach, when you can come in and say something and 
then your team comes out and answers the bell.” 

The Hurricanes wouldn’t have held the lead if not for 
goaltender Antti Raanta, whose 24 saves included a handful 
on Devils’ breakaways in the second period that kept 
Carolina ahead a goal. 

“He made I don’t know how many, I’d say three or four 
almost breakaways and key saves at real big times,” 
Brind’Amour said of Raanta. “We weren’t at our best and I 
thought their team was really kind of coming at us there for a 
little while, and he kept us in the game.” 

Raanta, playing for the first time since Jan. 1, had a cushion 
to work with thanks to two first period goals. 

Martinook, himself playing in just his third game since Dec. 3, 
opened the scoring with a highlight-reel effort. 

Playing on the top line after Teuvo Teravainen was ruled out 
with a nagging injury, Martinook received a pass from Seth 

Jarvis in the slot and scored on a spinning backhand past 
Jon Gillies (21 saves) for his second goal of the season and 
a 1-0 lead at 8:02 of the opening period. 

“I told him straight away that his spin-o-rama was like back in 
the old days in Arizona,” said Raanta, who was teammates 
with Martinook in 2017-18 with the Coyotes. 

Andrei Svechnikov doubled the lead just over six minutes 
later, powering to the goal and scoring his 15th of the year at 
14:22. 

The Devils then took over, with Jesper Boqvist cutting the 
lead to one at 17:26 of the first period. New Jersey built off 
that with a relentless attack in the second period. 

“They’re skilled, they’re fast,” Martinook said of the Devils. 
“You look at (Jack) Hughes and (Jesper) Bratt, they get 
going here (and) you’re on your heels a little bit.” 

But New Jersey couldn’t again solve Raanta, whose save on 
Nathan Bastian on a shorthanded breakaway in the final 
dozen seconds of the second period sent the Hurricanes to 
the room clinging to a one-goal lead. 

And Brind’Amour’s intermission message served its purpose. 

“Third was great,” Brind’Amour said of the final 20 minutes. 
“That’s how you have to play with the lead. … It wasn’t great 
first couple periods, but I give the guys a lot of credit 
because when the game was on the line, they turned it up.” 

Notes: The Hurricanes reached the midway point of the 82-
game regular season with a 30-9-2 record and 62 points. 
Their .756 point percentage trials only Colorado’s .774. … 
Carolina outhit New Jersey 42-21, led by eight hits from 
Jordan Staal. … Hughes was held without a point, snapping 
his five-game point streak. He now has 17 points in his last 
13 games. … Sebastian Aho was held without a point for the 
second consecutive game, just the third time this season that 
has happened. …The Hurricanes host San Jose at 5 p.m. 
Saturday. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Devils 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Bring Pucky out of retirement, play Brass 
Bonanza and plan to get to PNC Arena early, because it's 
Whalers Night as the Carolina Hurricanes host the New 
Jersey Devils. 

When: Saturday, January 29, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 29-9-2 (60 Points, T-1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Shootout Win over the Ottawa 
Senators on Thursday, January 27. 

Devils Record: 15-22-5 (35 Points, 7th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Devils Last Game: 3-2 Loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Thursday, January 27. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 Saturday, January 21: The Devils spoiled Jack 
LaFontaine's first career NHL start, topping the 
Canes, 7-4. 

TRACKING THE STORYLINES: 

Keep The Good Starts Going: Carolina has gotten off to 
strong starts in their last four contests, each time showcasing 
at least a strong suit of scoring early or shutting down their 
opposition from the get-go. One week ago today against 
New Jersey, more on that in a minute, they scored twice in 
the game's opening 5:44. Then, in the other three games, 
they've held New York, Vegas and Ottawa to a combined 16 
shots in the opening 20 minutes. 

Get It Right Back: As mentioned above these two teams met 
one week ago today in Newark. Carolina had a unique travel 
situation, as they did not partake in their usual day-before 
travel due to a snowstorm in Wake County. So they traveled 
to New Jersey the day of the game and that night things did 
not go their way. Teuvo Teravainen did not play due to a 
lower-body injury and the group as a whole defensively was 
not very strong, as they'd allow seven goals over the course 
of the night. Fortunately for Carolina they don't have to wait 
long to try and avenge their loss though. 

Working Overtime: In both of their last two games played the 
Canes have needed more than regulation to get the job 
done, taking down Vegas in overtime on Tuesday and then 
winning their first shootout of the year over Ottawa on 
Thursday. 

Fantastic Freddie: Canes All-Star netminder Frederik 
Andersen has been the star of the show lately. He is 12-1 in 
his last 13 outings, ranks second in goals against average 
(GAA) with his 2.06, tied for second in wins with his 23, third 
in save percentage (SV%) with .927. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Brady Skjei will play in his 100th game as 
a Hurricane tonight. Derek Stepan is two points shy of 500 
for his NHL career. 

Parking Alert: Please allow yourself a few extra minutes 
when coming to PNC Arena tonight. A sell-out crowd is 
expected. 

Promotional Night info: To learn about all things Whalers 
Night, click here. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
green Whalers sweaters tonight. 
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By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Carolina Hurricanes netminder Antti Raanta 
stole the show in front of a sold out PNC Arena Saturday 
night, backstopping his team's 2-1 victory over the New 
Jersey Devils. 

The Rundown 

Entering the evening without their top line left wing, Teuvo 
Teravainen, the Canes needed the services of veteran 
forward Jordan Martinook in his position. Skating to the left of 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, Martinook made good on the 
opportunity, striking for the game's first goal just 8:02 in. 

Following the left-handed winger's spin-o-rama effort, the 
Canes doubled their lead 6:20 later, thanks to Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Despite the two goals, the Canes weren't yet in the clear. 
New Jersey was flying all over the ice in the opening frame, 
registering 25 shot attempts in the opening 20 minutes. 
While they would cash in on one of them before the end of 
the frame, it was otherwise just the start of what would be a 
phenomenal outing for Raanta. 

The Carolina netminder was playing in his first game since 
January 1 against Columbus, where he exited the contest 
after just one period of play. It'd been a long four weeks for 
the Finnish goalie, who, after working his way back from the 
lower-body injured he suffered against the Blue Jackets, then 
had an upper-body injury that also required more time to 
come back from. However, the evening's eventual number 
one star showed no signs of rust in the effort. 

In the second period alone, Raanta made bailout saves on 
Jesper Boqvist, Jesper Bratt and Nathan Bastian keeping his 
team ahead in the 2-1 contest. As he made those saves, 
New Jersey only got their attack going stronger and stronger, 
providing the feeling that if Raanta were not playing the way 
he was, the Devils could very well have been ahead by 
multiple goals. 

The 32-year-old Finn kept the second period scoreless, while 
his team was also unable to push another past Jon Gillies, 
who started to string together some strong saves of his own. 

In the third Rod Brind'Amour shuffled his deck a bit, utilizing 
a few different line combinations to try and get his team 
going. Post-game he said that the team's first 40 minutes 
were "not very good" but the third was "great". His unit was 
able to lock it down, holding the visiting side to just three 
shots in the final frame of regulation. Raanta was able to 

keep all three out, hanging on to give his team a 2-1 win 
amid his 24-save effort. 

They Said It: 

Jordan Martinook sharing his thoughts on the effort of his 
goaltender tonight: 

"I said to him after the game, that's the Rants I've seen steal 
a lot of games. When I was with him in Arizona, when he 
gets going, it's hard for pucks to get past him. That was 
vintage Rants right there. I was super happy for him. 
Obviously he's had some injuries and he's getting back to it, 
he's working his tail off in practice. It just shows all of his 
hard work and we needed him tonight. He made three 
breakaway saves. It's great to see and I'm happy for him that 
he had that game." 

Antti Raanta on his performance: 

"Everything since Tuesday has been preparation for today. 
It's been a lot of hard work. It's great to get rewarded. It's 
nice to make a couple big saves in the second period and 
then in the third we played really well. The guys helped me 
out a lot." 

Rod Brind'Amour speaking on the team's third period: 

"The third was great, right? That's how you have to play with 
the lead. I don't know how many shots we gave up there, I 
think it was only a couple. That kind of turned the tide of the 
game, I thought. I think they could've had a couple there in 
the second. It wasn't a great first couple of periods, but I give 
the guys credit, because when the game was on the line, 
they turned it up." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes turn right back around and host the San Jose 
Sharks tomorrow evening at PNC Arena. Given the 5 p.m. 
puck drop, the team will not hold a morning skate.  

Bonus Notes: 

 The Hurricanes finished with 42 hits in contest, 
doubling the 21 of New Jersey. Jordan Staal had a 
game-high eight. 

 Tonight was Jordan Martinook's first game played in 
11 days. He missed several games due to being in 
COVID-19 Protocol. 

 Following the win the team moves to 30-9-2 on the 
season, moving into sole possesion of first in the 
Metropolitan Division. 
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Raanta helps Hurricanes defeat Devils for third straight win 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Antti Raanta made 24 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 2-1 win against the New Jersey 
Devils at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Jordan Martinook and Andrei Svechnikov scored for the 
Hurricanes (30-9-2), who have won three in a row. 

Raanta, who missed nine games with an upper-body injury, 
made his first start since Jan. 1, when he allowed three goals 
on nine shots in a 7-4 win against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

"The only thing was just battling and trying to work hard," 
Raanta said. "The skill is there, so you know if you work 
hard, you're going to be successful. It didn't feel like a four-
week break. I just went in there and played the game." 

Jesper Boqvist scored for the Devils, (15-23-5), who have 
lost four straight and are 1-7-0 in their past eight. Jon Gillies 
made 21 saves. 

"We played probably as well as we've played defensively," 
New Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. "I just thought we passed 
up some offensive-zone plays where we had lanes to get it to 
the net and we chose to pass. That's probably the one area 
we have to improve." 

Martinook gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 8:02 of the first 
period. He took a pass from Seth Jarvis along the end 
boards and spun to his backhand for his second goal of the 
season. 

Svechnikov scored his 15th of the season after Gillies made 
a save off the rush, but the rebound went in the net off the 
left skate of New Jersey defenseman Colton White to give 
the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead at 14:22. 

Boqvist scored his first of the season when he took a pass 
from Jimmy Vesey and took a one-timer from the right face-
off circle to make it 2-1 with 2:34 left in the first period. 

"Obviously nice to get the first one out of the way," Boqvist 
said. "[Janne Kuokkanen] had his wheels on driving around 

the net and Jimmy was screaming at me. I just tried to hit the 
net, so it was pretty lucky." 

The Devils outshot the Hurricanes 12-7 in the second period, 
when Raanta stopped Boqvist on a breakaway midway 
through the period and Nathan Bastian on a shorthanded 
breakaway with seven seconds left. Raanta made a 
sprawling right-pad save when Jesper Bratt tried to jam the 
puck in at the left post at 14:22. 

"He was the difference," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "He made three or four key saves at real big times. We 
weren't at our best and their team was really coming at us 
there for a little while. He kept us in the game. I can't say 
enough about that." 

Ruff gave the Devils credit for the second-period push. 

"Frustration starts to build in, but our group is a group that 
doesn't quit," he said. "There were some disappointed 
players coming back to the bench that didn't finish the 
opportunity they had. They're hard on themselves for not 
capitalizing on opportunities, but we're a group that keeps 
digging in and tries to bounce back and win a hockey game." 

Carolina outshot New Jersey 10-3 in the third period. 

"I think everyone can agree the third period was a little more 
like Hurricanes hockey," Martinook said. "We wore them 
down and didn't let them wind up. They're skilled, they're 
fast. You're on your heels a little bit." 

NOTES: New Jersey was 0-for-2 on the power play after 
scoring in each of their previous six games. ... Bratt's seven-
game point streak ended. … Raanta is 6-0-1 against New 
Jersey. … Brady Skjei played his 100th game with the 
Hurricanes. He previously played 307 games with the New 
York Rangers. … Martinook missed four games in NHL 
COVID-19 protocol. … The Hurricanes wore Hartford 
Whalers uniforms for the sixth time since relocating to 
Carolina from Hartford for the 1997-98 season. They are 4-0-
2. 
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Raanta returns, helps Hurricanes beat Devils 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Antti Raanta made 24 saves in his 
first action in nearly a month as the Carolina Hurricanes beat 
the New Jersey Devils 2-1 on Saturday night. 

Jordan Martinook and Andrei Svechnikov scored in the first 
period to help the Hurricanes win their third straight and sixth 
in the last seven. 

Raanta hadn’t played since Jan. 1 due to an upper body 
injury. This was his first full game since Dec. 30, with three 
other goalies making starts for Carolina since then. 

“It has been a lot of hard work,” Raanta said of rehabbing. 
“Obviously, it’s nice to get rewarded.” 

His teammates appreciated the efforts. 

“I said to him after the game, ‘That’s the Rants I’ve seen 
steal lots of games,’ ” said Martinook, who was a teammate 
with the goalie when they played for the Arizona Coyotes. 
“That was kind of vintage Rants right there. … He has had 
some injuries and he’s getting back to it.” 

Jesper Boqvist scored for the Devils, who’ve lost seven of 
their last eight games. The lone victory in that stretch came 
last Saturday against Carolina. Jon Gillies stopped 21 shots 
for New Jersey. 

Raanta, who’s in his first season with the Hurricanes, said he 
geared up all week anticipating he might draw the 
assignment against the Devils.  

“You start to learn how to play behind this team,” Raanta 
said. “You’re earning the trust. Obviously, making those 
saves feels good.” 

Raanta made a clutch stop on Nathan Bastian’s short-
handed breakaway in the final seconds of the second period.  

“Key saves at real big times,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We weren’t at our best. Their team was 
really kind of coming at us for a little while.” 

The Devils posted only three shots on goal in the third 
period. 

“That’s how you have to play with the lead,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Wasn’t great the first couple periods. But give the guys 
a lot of credit because when the game was on the line, they 
turned it up.” 

By then, the frustration might have been building for the 
Devils. 

“I thought we did better than hanging in there,” New Jersey 
coach Lindy Ruff said. “We weren’t able to capitalize on 
some of those key offensive opportunities. … We played 
probably as well as we have defensively. Carolina is a tough 

team to outskate and I thought for the fist 40 minutes we 
outskated them. We didn’t outscore them.” 

Five of New Jersey’s last seven defeats have come by one 
goal. 

“It’s not fun to lose these tight games,” Boqvist said. 

Martinook, who has been out for most of the past eight 
weeks, scored for the first time since the season opener. His 
goal came on a back-handed shot at 8:02 of the first after 
Seth Jarvis delivered a pass from behind the net. 

Martinook hadn’t played in the past four games. He made it 
back from an injury and then entered the COVID-19 protocol. 

“One thing after another for him,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s nice 
to see him contribute.” 

Svechnikov produced his goal with 5:38 left in the period by 
taking the puck to the crease, where Gillies wasn’t able to 
gain control and it ended up in the net. 

Boqvist made it 2-1 with 3:34 remaining in the opening 
period with his first goal of the season. 

The Hurricanes also scored the first two goals last Saturday 
at New Jersey. The Devils responded to win that game 7-4. 

HALFWAY HISTORY 

The Hurricanes have completed half of their 82-game 
schedule with the best record in franchise history at this 
stage of a season. Their 30-9-2 record gives them 62 points. 

The previous best 41-game mark was 58 points, 
accomplished in the 2005-06 season and last season. 
Carolina won the Stanley Cup in 2006. 

OUT AGAIN 

Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen, fourth on the team 
with 32 points, was scratched for the second time in four 
games. Brind’Amour said he has a lingering ailment. He 
missed a game for the first time this season a week earlier at 
New Jersey because of an injury. 

Defenseman Dougie Hamilton remained out of New Jersey’s 
lineup because of a broken jaw suffered in the first game of 
the month. He played the past three seasons with Carolina 
and he received a hearty ovation during a first-period 
introduction. 

HOMAGE TO THE WHALERS  

The Hurricanes wore Hartford Whalers jerseys on a night 
dedicated to recognizing the franchise’s past. It marked the 
sixth time since the relocation to Raleigh that the Hurricanes 
wore Whalers jerseys. They’re 4-0-2 in those games. 
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“I sent a picture of my jersey to one of my friends (earlier in 
the week),” Raanta said of the hoopla surrounding the 
Whalers theme. “I think the whole crowd loved it.” 

UP NEXT 

Devils: At Toronto on Monday night. 

Hurricanes: Host San Jose on Sunday night. 

 

Carolina puts home win streak on the line against San Jose 

San Jose Sharks (22-19-3, fifth in the Pacific) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (30-9-2, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Sunday, 5 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -282, Sharks 
+228; over/under is 6 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina hosts San Jose aiming to continue 
its four-game home winning streak. 

The Hurricanes are 15-4-1 on their home ice. Carolina ranks 
seventh in the Eastern Conference with 33.0 shots per game 
and is averaging 3.5 goals. 

The Sharks are 11-10-1 on the road. San Jose is 19th in the 
Western Conference with 30.1 shots per game and is 
averaging 2.8 goals. 

San Jose beat Carolina 2-1 in the last meeting between 
these teams on Nov. 22. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 44 points, scoring 19 goals and adding 25 assists. 
Andrei Svechnikov has five goals over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Timo Meier leads the Sharks with 47 points, scoring 21 goals 
and registering 26 assists. Tomas Hertl has six goals and six 
assists over the last 10 games for San Jose. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 3.8 goals, 
6.8 assists, 3.8 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.1 goals per game with a .905 save percentage. 

Sharks: 5-3-2, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.2 assists, three 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals 
per game with a .912 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: None listed. 

Sharks: Adin Hill: day to day (lower-body), Mario Ferraro: 
day to day (upper body). 
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Sharks continue weekend gauntlet at Hurricanes 

By FLM  

The San Jose Sharks couldn't have asked for a much 
tougher weekend. 

Saturday, they blew a two-goal lead in the third period and 
lost 5-4 in overtime against host Florida, the first-place team 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Sunday, the Sharks are scheduled to play their second game 
in as many days, taking on the Metropolitan Division-leading 
Carolina Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C. 

"This team has lost three games in this building all year," 
Sharks captain Logan Couture said of the Panthers, who are 
23-3-0 at home this season. "The (defensemen) worked their 
(rears) off. Guys have come in from the AHL and helped the 
team immensely. We battled and it was nice to get a point." 

Jonathan Dahlen scored twice for San Jose, which lost for 
the first time this season after leading entering the third 
period (15-0-1). Sharks goaltender James Reimer made 45 
saves. 

"That's a great hockey team and (Reimer) played a great 
game," Dahlen said. "This was the fastest game I've seen in 
my career." 

"That was a fast game and they come in waves," San Jose 
coach Bob Boughner said. "Real good offensive team, No. 1 
in the league in puck possession and you can see why. We 
get a point on the road in a building that is not that forgiving 
to visiting teams." 

Carolina is 15-4-1 at home this season and has won three 
straight games and six of seven overall. 

The Hurricanes defeated visiting New Jersey 2-1 Saturday, 
getting a boost from the return of goaltender Antti Raanta, 
who made 24 saves in his first appearance since Jan. 1 
because of an upper-body injury. 

"The only thing was just battling and trying to work hard," 
Raanta said. "The skill is there, so you know if you work 
hard, you're going to be successful. It didn't feel like a four-
week break. I just went in there and played the game. 

"It has been a lot of hard work (to rehabilitate). Obviously, it's 
nice to get rewarded." 

Jordan Martinook and Andrei Svechnikov scored in the first 
period for Carolina. 

Martinook gave most of the credit to Raanta, however. 

"I said to him after the game, 'That's the Rants I've seen 
steal lots of games,' " said Martinook, who previously played 
with the goalie in Arizona. "That was kind of vintage Rants 
right there. ... He has had some injuries and he's getting 
back to it." 

Raanta had to face only three shots in the final period. 

"That's how you have to play with the lead," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Wasn't great the first couple 
periods. But give the guys a lot of credit because when the 
game was on the line, they turned it up." 

The Hurricanes reached the halfway point of their season 
with a 30-9-2 record for 62 points, the best in franchise 
history at midseason. The previous high was 58 points, 
accomplished in their Stanley Cup-winning 2005-06 season 
and again last year. 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. New Jersey Devils: Game Preview 

By Matthew Somma  

Carolina Hurricanes (29-9-2) vs. New Jersey Devils (15-22-
5) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 41 

Saturday, January 29, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 

PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: All About the Jersey 

Well folks, it’s that time of year. It’s time for Whalers Night, a 
night where the Hurricanes don the green and blue in a cash 
grab disguised as honoring the team’s heritage. Brass 
Bonanza replaces Raise Up, thankfully only for one night, 
and the arena DJ plays all of your favorite hits from the 80s 
and 90s.  

This year’s opponent is the New Jersey Devils, a team that 
has had their struggles this season. They still managed to 
beat the Hurricanes soundly by a score of 7-4 exactly a week 
ago, though. The Hurricanes’ defense had one of its worst 
outings of the season in front of a goaltender making his first 
career start, so it was a largely forgettable game. However, it 
does bring up concerns that the Hurricanes’ defense may 
have more holes than we initially expected.  

Perhaps the biggest story of Whalers Night is whether or not 
Dougie Hamilton is in the lineup for Saturday’s game. 
Hamilton has missed the past few weeks with a broken jaw 
that he suffered after getting hit in the face with a puck. If 
Hamilton is in the lineup, it’ll be his first game in Raleigh and 
his first game against the Hurricanes in general since leaving 
in free agency. The Hurricanes still manage to make me 
nervous any time a player is coming into town for a revenge 
game. Remember Jussi Jokinen’s hat trick against the 
Hurricanes after he was traded for a conditional 7th? Yeah, 
me too. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Devils 

Record 29-9-2 15-22-5 

Goals/Game 3.55 2.83 

Goals Against/Game 2.40 3.43 

Shots/Game 33.27 31.83 

Category Hurricanes Devils 

Face Off Win % 54.4% 47.4% 

Power Play % (Rank) 25.8% (5th) 17.4% (22nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.7% (1st) 81.7% (12th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.10% 51.37% 

ES PDO 101.31 97.54 

PIM/Game 09:09 08:03 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Jonathan Bernier 

Record 23-6-0 4-4-1 

Save % .928 .902 

GAA 2.05 3.06 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Mackenzie Blackwood 

Record 5-2-1 9-9-3 

Save % .908 .894 

GAA 2.35 3.29 

 

Game Notes 

 This is Janne Kuokkanen’s first game against the 
Hurricanes since he was traded for Sami Vatanen 
at the 2020 trade deadline. 

 Frederik Andersen is 12-1-0 in his last 13 
appearances in net. 

 Vincent Trocheck (4 games) and Derek Stepan (3 
games) both carry point streaks heading into 
Satruday’s game. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 30, 2022 

    

 Saturday’s game against the Devils will be Brady 
Skjei’s 100th game for the Hurricanes.  

 Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen both have 
eight points in the five games that the Hurricanes 
have worn Whalers jerseys in. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: Raanta puts on a show as Canes top Devils 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Frederik Andersen reminded everyone on Thursday in 
Ottawa why he will participate in next weekend’s All-Star 
Game in Vegas. Saturday night against the New Jersey 
Devils, Antti Raanta made sure it was known that while 
Andersen gets the accolades, he is more than capable of 
stealing games on his own. 

Raanta held the Hurricanes in despite a shaky performance 
in front of him for the first 40 minutes, and two early goals 
held up as the Hurricanes won their sixth game in their last 
seven, avenging an embarrassing loss from a week ago with 
a 2-1 win over the Devils on Whalers Night at PNC Arena. 

Carolina took the lead against the run of play eight minutes 
in. After the Devils spent plenty of time in front of Raanta with 
the Hurricanes a step slow to nearly every loose puck, a 
face-off win at the other end opened the scoring. Seth Jarvis 
stepped in to win the draw after Sebastian Aho was booted 
from the circle, and a high-to-low pass from Brady Skjei to 
Jarvis behind the net prompted the rookie to shake off a 
defender and center to Jordan Martinook. The alternate 
captain, promoted to the top line in the absence of Teuvo 
Teravainen, fired a spinaround backhand past Jon Gillies to 
give the Canes the lead. 

Six minutes later, not long after Tony DeAngelo rang the 
post, the red-hot Andrei Svechnikov continued his torrid 
January run with a coast-to-coast beauty. Picking the puck 
up deep inside his own zone, Svechnikov drove the net with 
reckless abandon, willing the puck past Gillies to double the 
Hurricanes’ lead. 

But the Canes held that lead in spite of spending plenty of 
time defending their own zone. Old friend Janne Kuokkanen 
turned on the jets to create separation and, after skating 
behind Raanta, initiated a tic-tac-toe passing play that ended 
with Jesper Boqvist beating Raanta through the five hole. 
The Devils certainly deserved a goal on the merits, and 
Carolina could consider themselves lucky to be up one after 
the first. 

The Canes’ malaise continued into the second, but just like 
when Frederik Andersen saved his teammates’ backsides in 
Ottawa on Thursday, Raanta stole the show in the second. 
He twice stopped breakaway chances for the Devils, first 
against Boqvist after Ethan Bear bobbled the puck at the 
blue line three minutes in, then with under two minutes to go 
shorthanded against Nathan Bastian, who scored twice the 
last time these teams faced each other. 

Carolina was fortunate that Raanta, starting his first game in 
nearly a month, was on his game, because the rest of the 
team was most assuredly not. Jaccob Slavin, being 
interviewed by Tripp Tracy at the second intermission, 
almost looked uneasy to be up by a goal after two 
lackadaisical periods. 

Rod Brind’Amour, clearly, wasn’t thrilled about it either, 
instituting wholesale changes to the forward lines in the third 
period despite holding the lead. That at least woke the team 
up and reminded them that there was a goal at the other end 
opposite Raanta, but some tough luck prevented the 
Hurricanes from retaking a two-goal lead, including 
Sebastian Aho missing high over an open corner and P.K. 
Subban sweeping a Brett Pesce shot off the goal line after it 
trickled through Gillies. 

(And speaking of tough luck, Jordan Staal shot wide on a 
nearly open net just after a fruitless Carolina power play with 
four minutes left. As you were.) 

Despite playing with no goaltender for the final two and a half 
minutes, the Devils only managed a single shot with the 
empty net, one of just three Carolina surrendered in the final 
frame. The Hurricanes did everything but score into the 
vacated goal, taking shot after shot that were either wide or 
blocked. Vincent Trocheck punctuated the win with a shot 
block as time expired, giving the Canes their third win in a 
row and the first of the three to not require overtime. 

The Hurricanes will wrap up their pre-All Star schedule with a 
matchup Sunday afternoon against the San Jose Sharks. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Raanta on tight 2-1 win over Devils 

By Brian LeBlanc and Alec Sawyer   

Cue Brass Bonanza, the Carolina Hurricanes won on 
Whalers Night.  

The Canes beat the Devils 2-1 Saturday night in PNC Arena, 
thanks mostly to a wonderful 24-save effort from Antti 
Raanta. Carolina got ahead 2-0 early, with Jordan Martinook 
scoring his first goal since opening night and Andrei 
Svechnikov netting his 15th of the season.  

Following the tight win over the Devils, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Martinook and Raanta spoke with media 
members via Zoom. 

Here’s what they had to say about the victory: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the team’s response in the third period to lock down: The 
third was great, right? That’s how you’ve got to play with the 
lead. I don’t know how many shots we gave up. I think it was 
only a couple. It kind of turned the tide in the game. I thought 
we could have had a few in ourselves. It wasn’t a great first 
couple periods, but give the guys a lot of credit because 
when the game was on the line they turned it up. 

On Raanta’s night: He was the difference. He made three or 
four almost breakaway, key saves at big times. We weren’t 
at our best, and I thought their team was really coming at us 
for a little while there. He kept us in the game. I can’t say 
enough about that. That’s so important. 

On what adjustments they need to make before Sunday: 
We’re not going to make a lot of adjustments. We’re going to 
try to get refocused on the opponent. There’s a certain way 
we need to play, like we did in the third. We’d like to see a 
little more of that consistency. But there’s not a lot of time for 
adjustments between now and the next game.  

On Martinook getting on the scoreboard: I feel for him. He 
got injured, came back and played really well then out again. 
He even had to miss another game because of the Canada 
thing. It’s just one thing after another for him. It’s nice to see 
him contribute. Come in and do what he does and get 
rewarded.  

On Teuvo Teravainen’s status: He’s not ill. He’s got a little 
lingering thing that happened a few games ago. He’s played 
through it a little bit, and just felt like he wasn’t going to be 
100 percent tonight. We’ve got a full group now, so it didn’t 
really make sense to force anything. 

Jordan Martinook 

On what changed in the third period: Obviously the first two 
periods, everybody’s seen that. That wasn’t how we do it and 
how we want to play. We were making soft plays at the [blue 
lines], we were losing battles, it was...we got a talking to 
there at the second intermission, came out and I think 
everybody can agree that the third period was a little more 
like Hurricanes hockey. We wore them down and didn’t let 
them wind up. They’re skilled; they’re fast. You look at 
Hughes and Bratt, they get going, you’re on your heels a little 
bit If you can play down there and take away their time and 

space, tire them out and they’re not coming at you at a 
hundred miles an hour. 

On his goal: As for the spinning backhand, it was just...yeah, 
just tried to put it on net. I knew Fishy was on the backside if 
it created a rebound, but it was nice to get in there. 

On his pent-up energy after missing time: I’ve said to the 
guys before, I feel like a race car that gets qualifying in and 
then when the race comes I blow a tire or something. (That’s 
a good NASCAR reference for the North Carolina crew.) 
[Yes, he actually said that. -bl]  

More about what was said at the second intermission: We 
knew we weren’t there, Roddy knew we weren’t there, and 
that’s the sign of a good coach when he can come in and say 
something, and then your team answers the bell. I think he 
said something, and then collectively as a group we knew 
and talked amongst ourselves, and came out in the third and 
played a lot better. 

On Raanta’s performance: I said to him after the game, that’s 
the Raants I’ve seen steal a lot of games. When I was with 
him in Arizona, when he gets going, it’s hard for pucks to get 
past him. That was kind of vintage Rants there. I’m super 
happy for him. Obviously he’s had some injuries, he’s getting 
back to it, he’s working his tail off in practice. This just shows 
all that hard work. We needed him tonight, he made three 
breakaway saves, he was incredible. Happy for him to have 
that kind of game. 

Antti Raanta 

On his performance: It’s been a little while since I played last, 
but everything this week, since Tuesday, has been 
preparation for today. It’s been a lot of hard work, and 
obviously it’s great to get rewarded on the game. Nice to 
make a couple big saves in the second period, and the third 
period obviously we played really well. The guys helped me 
out a lot. 

On how to get a rhythm after missing time: I was trying to go 
into the game in five minutes segments, try to work hard in 
the first five minutes and then go for the next one. When the 
guys are scoring goals it relaxes you a little bit. You get a 
couple good saves early on. The only thing was just kind of 
battling and try to work hard. You know that the skill is there, 
so you trust that if you work hard you’re going to be 
successful. Like I said, it’s been the whole week. I figured out 
that it was going to be a back to back this weekend. It felt 
really good to go into the game, it didn’t feel like a three or 
four week break, so you just went in and played the game. 

On Martinook’s comment about it being a vintage game: 
Yeah, that’s what Marty said on the ice after the game, that 
was like back in the old days. I told him straightaway that his 
spin-o-rama was like back in the old days in Arizona. 
Everything comes with the mindset that, now we’re kind of 
over the halfway point, you start to learn how to play behind 
this team, you start trusting yourself, you start trusting the 
teammates, you’re earning the trust.  

Obviously making those saves feels good, but the biggest 
thing for me is when you go into the game, you just want to 
give a chance to win. Doesn’t matter if it’s a point shot and I 
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can make an easy glove save or if it’s a half-breakaway, if I 
can do something to help the team it always feels good. Now 
the mindset and how I played today was kind of how I want 
to keep doing it. It’s a good sign that it worked today and 
hopefully it gives a confidence boost to go forward. 

On playing in Whalers gear: The whole week, it’s been 
awesome. Jorge (Alves) has been busy taping my gear, 

painting the mask, it’s been awesome. I think I sent a picture 
of my jersey Wednesday or Friday, when I saw it the first 
time, to one of my friends and he was like “that’s the best 
jersey you’re ever going to wear.” Back in the old days, even 
if you played the NHL on PlayStation or Xbox, you always 
took that jersey if you had the chance. It’s obviously great to 
play with that. Good looking team - the whole crowd loved it, 
and the guys got a little bit of extra juice from it. 

 

 

 

Raanta, Martinook rejuvenate Canes in win on Whalers Night  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes — or as they appeared in PNC 
Arena on Saturday, Jan. 29, the Hartford Whalers — ousted 
the New Jersey Devils in a 2-1 win. Goaltender Antti Raanta 
carried Carolina to victory with 24 saves. 

Raanta returned to the lineup after suffering an upper-body 
injury in a comeback victory over the Columbus Blue Jackets 
on Jan. 1. In his first game back in the crease, Raanta 
thoroughly earned the win, accumulating more saves against 
the Devils (15-23-5) than the Canes (30-9-2) had shots. 

“Obviously it's been a little while since I played last,” Raanta 
said. “Everything this week since Tuesday has been just the 
preparation for today. It's been a lot of hard work and it's 
great to get rewarded in the game.” 

On the offensive end, left wing Jordan Martinook put his 
name back on the scoresheet. With a spinning backhand 
shot to open the scoring in the first period, Martinook found 
the net for the first time since the Hurricanes’ season-opener 
against the New York Islanders. Martinook was hobbled by 
injuries in addition to going through COVID-19 protocol for 
most of December and around half of January, so his second 
goal of the season provided even more reason to celebrate 
his recovery. 

How about this goal from Marty?! 
pic.twitter.com/sNEVtNgi1D 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) January 30, 2022 

“It's just one thing after another for him,” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. ”It's nice to see him contribute. Come in, 
do what he does and get rewarded.” 

It wasn’t all smiles and cheering for the Canes in the first 40 
minutes, however. The first period was by no means perfect, 
but Carolina at least held a 2-1 lead heading into the first 
intermission thanks to a determined effort to score by right 
wing Andrei Svechnikov and an opportunistic goal in 
transition by Jesper Boqvist. Conversely, the second period 
featured a Devils squad fighting to find an equalizer and the 
Hurricanes tightly holding onto their one-goal lead. 

New Jersey repeatedly attacked Raanta’s net, outshooting 
the Canes 25-23 for the evening and 22-13 in the first two 
periods. Despite some shoddy defending in places by 
Carolina, the Devils couldn’t beat Raanta to pull even on the 
scoreboard. 

Another fine look thanks to the folks at @CanesOnBally: 
pic.twitter.com/NvLk5I5gXE 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) January 30, 2022 

Brind’Amour lit a fire under his team in the final 20 minutes 
as the Hurricanes did well to close out the game. 
Outshooting the Devils 10-3 in the third helped take the 
pressure off Raanta. Even though Carolina couldn’t find 
twine on several empty-net opportunities in the waning 
moments, it came away with the win ahead of another home 
game against the San Jose Sharks on the horizon. 

“We're gonna try to get refocused on the opponent,” 
Brind’Amour said. “There's a certain way we need to play, 
like in that third. We'd like to see a little more of that 
consistency.” 

The Hurricanes will return to their red and white jerseys on 
Sunday, Jan. 30 against the Sharks. Puck drops at 5 p.m. 
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Wolves get shutout, but not win 

Chicago Wolves rookie goaltender Jack LaFontaine earned 
his first professional shutout, but not his first professional 
victory as the Rockford IceHogs claimed a 1-0 shootout win 
Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

After LaFontaine and Rockford goaltender Arvid Soderblom 
posted zeroes for 65 minutes in the Chicago Mid-Winter 
Classic presented by Planet Fitness, the IceHogs outscored 
the Wolves 2-1 in the shootout. 

Rockford’s Michal Teply and Chicago’s Stefan Noesen 
scored in the first round, then Lukas Reichel registered the 
difference-maker in the second round. 

“I thought we played well,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “We had chances to score. We’re just struggling 
to score right now.’ 

The Central Division-leading Wolves (25-7-4-2) outshot 
Rockford (16-14-3-1) by a 36-16 margin — the sixth 
consecutive game the Wolves have outshot their opponent 
by double figures and third consecutive by at least 20 shots. 

But neither team could solve LaFontaine (0-0-2) or 
Soderblom (7-6-1). The IceHogs killed four Wolves power 
plays in the opening 25 minutes, then the Wolves killed the 
game’s final three power plays to extend their streak to 28 
straight kills spread over the last 10 games. 

LaFontaine, who turned pro Jan. 9, has played 127 minutes 
and 28 seconds in his first two AHL games and allowed just 
one goal. 

“He made some really big saves for us tonight,” Warsofsky 
said. “Some Grade As in overtime there. He’s got a bright 
future.” 

The Wolves start the second half of the season with a four-
game road trip that opens Friday at Milwaukee. They return 
to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 12, to face 
Rockford on Star Wars Night. To get the best ticket options, 
including the special Star Wars light saber package, contact 
a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Raanta holds steady as Hurricanes edge Devils 2-1 

By Peter Koutroumpis  

RALEIGH, N.C. – The Carolina Hurricanes posted a 2-1 win 
over the New Jersey Devils at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

They hung on and staved off the tenacious Devils thanks to a 
24-save performance from goaltender Antti Raanta who 
recorded his sixth win of the season. 

The Canes earned the advantage on goals from Jordan 
Martinook and Andrei Svechnikov in the first, and maintained 
their 2-1 margin for the rest of the game. 

Jesper Boqvist tallied the lone marker for New Jersey. 

Get by with a little help from my friends 

“It’s been a lot hard work, and it’s great to be rewarded on 
the game,” Raantaa said following his first start since Jan. 1 
– missing three games due to an upper-body injury. 

“Nice to make a couple of big saves in the second period, 
and in the third period we played really well. The guys helped 
me out a lot.” 

Despite being outshot by the Devils 22-13 after two periods, 
Carolina hovered around New Jersey netminder Jon Gillies, 
who did his part and made 21 saves, including 10 in the 
third, to keep his team in contention the entire 60 minutes. 

Whale of a time 

It wasn’t a pretty win for the Canes, but it was one that 
provided a lot of excitement and fun for the fans, both on and 
off the ice. 

A packed house was treated to eye-catching retro green 
Hartford Whalers uniforms worn by the players, throwback 
80s and 90s music classics permeating the upper levels of 
the arena, and the baritone notes of Brass Bonanza following 
each Canes goal. 

It was great cover for what otherwise seemed a tough and 
monotonous battle between two teams vying for two points in 
the standings. 

Halfway home 

Thanks to Raanta, Carolina claimed both points, and 
extended its record to 30-9-2 at the midpoint of the season. 

“He was the difference,” Canes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Raanta. 

“Key saves at real big times. We weren’t at our best. The 
other team was really comin’ at us there for a little while and 
he kept us in the game…The third (period) was great – the 
play was elite. It wasn’t a great first couple of periods, but 
give the guys a lot of credit, when the game was on the line, 
they turned it up.” 
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https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/raanta-martinook-rejuvenate-canes-in-win-on-whalers-night/article_e0082fd2-8182-11ec-a8a3-
df749b6260a6.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/01/29/wolves-get-shutout-but-not-win/ 
http://trianglesportsnet.com/carolina-hockey-network/raanta-holds-steady-as-hurricanes-edge-devils-2-1/ 
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Canes win on Whalers Night against the Devils. How Carolina pulled out 
2-1 victory 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED JANUARY 29, 2022 11:38 PM 

 

It was Whalers Night again Saturday for the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC 
Arena — the green Hartford jerseys, iconic logo, Brass Bonanza, Pucky 
on the warning siren, ‘80s music, all that. 

That’s been good for a little extra energy in the building and so it was 
again. And the Hurricanes needed it. 

The Canes, beaten a week ago by the New Jersey Devils, again found 
themselves being tested by a team that has has been losing but has 
speed, skill and some youthful spunk in the lineup. The Canes won 2-1, 
but it was a hard-fought game and well-earned victory against a well-
prepared Devils team. 

Jordan Martinook, back in the lineup after missing four games, and 
Andrei Svechnikov had first-period goals for the Canes. Jesper Boqvist 
scored in the first for the Devils, and it stayed a one-goal game as Canes 
goalie Antti Raanta and New Jersey’s Jon Gillies each made timely 
stops. 

Raanta, in his first start since Jan. 1, had 24 saves and was named the 
game’s first star as the Canes (30-9-1) maintained first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. Carolina, which hosts San Jose on Sunday, has 62 
points, one point ahead of the Pittsburgh Penguins, and has set a 
franchise record for points after the first 41 games of a season. 

In the game in New Jersey, the Canes gave goalie Jack LaFontaine the 
chance to make his first NHL start. The Devils won 7-4 against a player 
fresh out of the lineup at the University of Minnesota, a goalie who looked 
rushed into action and out of place. 

It was Raanta’s net Saturday and an important game for the veteran. In 
the Jan. 1 road game against Columbus, he allowed three first-period 
goals — and was lifted after the first — although the Canes surged to a 
7-4 win. 

Raanta gave up the first-period goal Saturday to Boqvist as New Jersey 
beat the Canes down the ice in transition. That made it a 2-1 game and 
Raanta kept it that way in the second period with some terrific saves as 
the Devils outskated and outplayed the Canes much of the period. 

Raanta stopped Boqvist’s bid for a second goal. He denied Jesper Bratt 
with a pad save at the post. In the final seconds of the period, he coolly 
stopped a shorthanded breakaway by Nathan Bastian when the Canes 
misplayed the puck on a power play. 

“That was kind of vintage ‘Raants’ right there,” said Martinook, once 
Raanta’s teammate in Arizona. “That’s the ’Raants’ I saw steal a lot of 
games when I was with him.” 

Martinook said Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour gave the team a stern 
“talking-to” during the second intermission, and Brind’Amour also shuffled 
the lines. The Canes responded, limiting the Devils to three shots in the 
third period in locking down their third straight close win. 

“The third was great. That’s how you have to play with the lead,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It wasn’t a great first couple of periods, but give the 
guys a lot of credit because when the game was on the line they turned it 
up.” 

Gillies, playing his eighth game for the Devils (15-23-5), made his biggest 
stops midway through the third to keep it a one-goal game. He barely got 
his left skate on a shot by Nino Niederreiter, then smothered another 
Niederreiter attempt. 

Gillies soon got a big assist from defenseman P.K. Subban. Canes 
defenseman Brett Pesce got off a shot that slipped behind Gillies but was 
swept off the goal line by Subban. 

The Canes were without forward Teuvo Teravainen, out with an injury 
and his status for Sunday’s game not known. But Martinook, who has 
been hampered by injuries and COVID-19, had plenty of jump and pent-
up energy. 

“I said to the guys I feel like a race car that can get qualifying in but when 
the race comes, I blow a tire or something,” Martinook said. 

Martinook, playing on a line with Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, scored 
in the first after being denied by Gillies on a bang-bang play. Moments 
later, he took a pass from Jarvis and got off a spinning backhander that 
beat Gillies for his second goal of the season and a 1-0 lead. 

Svechnikov’s goal came in typical fashion, the power forward bull-rushing 
the puck to the net. It was the 15th goal of the season and second game-
winner for Svechnikov. 

Devils defenseman Dougie Hamilton, still recovering from a broken jaw, 
was with the team Saturday and took part in the morning skate but was 
unable to play against his former team. Hamilton was recognized early in 
the game and given a nice ovation. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 01.30.2022 

1234080 San Jose Sharks 

 

Mario Ferraro’s scary injury evokes memories of Logan Couture’s own 
painful ordeal 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

3-4 minutes 1/30/2022 
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Sharks defenseman Mario Ferraro’s scary mouth injury in the first period 
of Saturday’s game with the Florida Panthers evoked painful memories of 
when captain Logan Couture was hurt in a similar fashion nearly five 
years ago just weeks before the start of the playoffs. 

Several of Couture’s teeth, upper and lower, were damaged in a March 
25, 2017 game against the Nashville Predators when he took a deflected 
puck to the mouth. Like Ferraro on Saturday, Couture immediately left 
the ice surface after the accident so that medical personnel could assess 
and treat the damage. 

Couture spent that evening at Vanderbilt University Medical Center to 
have an arch bar put in to salvage what was left of his remaining teeth. 

Couture said then that if all of the damaged teeth were removed at that 
time, “I’d be almost toothless.” 

Couture returned to San Jose with the team the following morning but 
was not able to chew any food for a few more days, and when he did, he 
mainly used his back teeth. 

Saturday, an attempted shot by Panthers forward Owen Tippett ramped 
up Ferraro’s stick and into his face with 14:40 left in the opening period. 
He immediately left the ice and did not return to the game, and the 
Sharks sounded as if they’d be without the energetic defenseman for the 
final two games of the road trip, at least. 

“Yeah, it wasn’t pretty. I feel bad for him,” Couture said. “Obviously I’ve 
gone through something just like that. It was 2017 when I got that puck in 
Nashville there. Not fun. 

“So we’re just hoping that it heals up nice. He’ll get some nice new teeth 
like I did, make him look a little bit better. But we’re going to miss him, 
he’s been a great player. He’s a leader in that locker room and just 
having this voice around the team is definitely going to be missed for the 
next little bit here. So hopefully it gets better.” 

It was not immediately clear if Ferraro flew with the team to Raleigh, N.C. 
late Saturday night or if he remained in South Florida. The Sharks play 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday at 2 p.m. (PST) and close the trip 
Tuesday in Tampa Bay against the Lightning. 

Couture was able to return to the Sharks on April 12 for the start of the 
2017 playoffs. Playing in discomfort, Couture had two goals and an assist 
in the series and averaged over 18 minutes of ice time per game as the 
Sharks lost in six games to Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers. 

The Sharks do get a 12-day break after Tuesday’s game, giving Ferraro 
some extra time to heal, depending on the severity of the injury. In the 
meantime, the Sharks, already missing Erik Karlsson, will have to turn to 
Ryan Merkley or Jake Middleton to fill that sixth defenseman spot. 

Merkley has been a healthy scratch in two games this week and 
Middleton is close to returning from a concussion he suffered Jan. 4 in 
Detroit. 

With Ferraro out, four of the five remaining defensemen all played more 
minutes than normal, with Brent Burns on the ice a staggering 33 
minutes and 48 seconds. 
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Sharks lose fast-paced game to Panthers in OT, lose defenseman to 
injury 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

5-6 minutes 1/29/2022 

 

The Sharks couldn’t quite keep up with one of the NHL’s most potent 
offensive teams Saturday and lost a valuable defenseman in the process. 

The Sharks led by two early in the third period but allowed goals to 
Mason Marchment and Jonathan Huberdeau in regulation time and Sam 
Bennett at the 1:08 mark of overtime in a 5-4 loss to the Florida 
Panthers. 

The Sharks were up 4-2 after winger Jonathan Dahlen scored his second 
power-play goal of the game at the 4:50 mark of the third period. But the 
Panthers turned it on after that, as Marchment and Huberdeau scored 
goals 2:08 apart to tie the game with 10:22 left in regulation time. 

The game-winner came after Huberdeau, stationed behind the Sharks’ 
net, faked an attempt at a lacrosse-type goal before he found Bennett 
open in front. 

Florida came into Saturday with a league-high 118 goals in 25 home 
games, as it now has a 23-3-0 record at FLA Live Arena. 

Tomas Hertl and Matt Nieto also scored for San Jose, which continues its 
road trip Sunday in Carolina. 

“We score four goals on the road, we get a point out of a building it’s not 
really been that forgiving this season to any visiting teams,” Sharks 
coach Bob Boughner said. “We’ll take the positives out of it.” 

The game was played at a dizzying pace, much more to the liking of the 
Panthers, the highest-scoring team in the NHL with 122 goals during 5-
on-5 play. 

The Sharks had a handful of puck management issues in the third period, 
as they were swarmed by a relentless Florida forecheck. But goalie 
James Reimer stopped 34 of 35 shots through two periods and 44 for the 
game to help his team salvage at least a point. 

“(Reimer) played unbelievable tonight,” Dahlen said. “It’s a great hockey 
team, and it’s probably the fastest game I’ve seen so far in my NHL 
career.” 

Defenseman Mario Ferraro was knocked out of the game in the first 
period with a facial injury. 

Ferraro was in the Sharks’ zone and was defending Owen Tippett when 
the Panthers forward’s attempted shot on net ramped up Ferraro’s stick 
and into his face with 14:40 left in the opening period. 

Ferraro immediately left the ice, holding his glove up to his mouth. The 
Sharks announced before the start of the second period that Ferraro 
would not return, leaving them with five defensemen. 

Boughner said after the game that Ferraro was being evaluated by a 
dentist. 

“They’re trying to figure out what the next step is here, so that’ll be really 
all we have tonight,” Boughner said.  “We’ll know more (Sunday), but it’s 
obviously a big, big injury if it’s anything long-term.” 

Ferraro has played in 40 of 43 games this season and is second on the 
Sharks in average time on ice at 23:54 per game, only trailing defense 
partner Brent Burns (25:56) in that department. 

The only games Ferraro missed this season were when he was in the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol from Dec. 30 to Jan. 4. The Sharks went 1-2-0 
in those games and entered Saturday with a 22-19-2 record. 

“We’re just hoping that it heals up nice. (Ferraro) will get some nice new 
teeth like I did, make him look a little bit better,” said Sharks captain 
Logan Couture, also referencing his own accident in March 2017 when a 
puck caused major damage to his mouth in a game in Nashville. 
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“But we’re going to miss him. He’s been a great player. He’s a leader in 
that locker room and just having his voice around the team is definitely 
going to be missed for the next little bit here.” 

The Sharks are already without Erik Karlsson for the next several weeks 
after the two-time Norris Trophy winner underwent surgery this week to 
repair a small muscle tear in his left forearm. 

The Sharks have Ryan Merkley with them on this trip and may have Jake 
Middleton available to them at some point soon as well to take Ferraro’s 
spot on the blue line. Middleton, who is recovering from a concussion he 
suffered Jan. 4 in Detroit, practiced with the Sharks on Friday. 

The Sharks, perhaps fortunately from their standpoint, only play one 
more game after Sunday before they begin a 12-day break, giving 
Ferraro some more time to heal. The Sharks face the Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday, and their next game after the break is Feb. 14 at 
home against Evander Kane, Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers. 
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Sharks defenseman hurt in first period vs. Florida Panthers 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

3-4 minutes 1/29/2022 

 

Sharks defenseman Mario Ferraro was knocked out of Saturday’s game 
with the Florida Panthers in the first period with a facial injury that will 
likely keep him out of the lineup for the foreseeable future. 

Ferraro was in the Sharks’ zone and was defending Owen Tippett when 
the Panthers forward’s attempted shot on net appeared to ramp up 
Ferraro’s stick and into his face with 14:40 left in the opening period. 

Ferraro left the ice surface holding his glove up to his mouth and did not 
return for the rest of the first period. 

The Sharks announced before the start of the second period that Ferraro 
would not return to the game, and it appears he’ll be out indefinitely as 
dentists begin to repair the damage inside his mouth. 

Ferraro has played in 40 of 43 games this season and is second on the 
Sharks in average time on ice at 23:54 per game, only trailing defense 
partner Brent Burns (25:56) in that department. 

The only games Ferraro missed this season were when he was in the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocol from Dec. 30 to Jan. 4. The Sharks went 1-2-0 
in those games and entered Saturday with a 22-19-2 record. 

The Sharks are already without Erik Karlsson for the next several weeks 
after the two-time Norris Trophy winner underwent surgery this week to 
repair a small muscle tear in his left forearm. 

The Sharks continue what may be their toughest road trip this season 
with games against the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday and Tampa Bay 
Lightning on Tuesday. The Sharks started the trip with a 4-1 win over the 
Washington Capitals, as all four teams on the trip are in the top 10 in the 
NHL’s overall standings. 

The Sharks have Ryan Merkley with them on this trip and may have Jake 
Middleton available to them at some point soon as well. Middleton, who 
is recovering from a concussion he suffered Jan. 4 in Detroit, practiced 
with the Sharks on Friday at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise. 

The Sharks lost to the Panthers 5-4 in overtime, as they lost a two-goal 
lead in the third period. 

The Sharks led the Panthers 2-1 at the end of a fast-paced first period on 
goals by Tomas Hertl and Jonathan Dahlen at the 6:10 and 17:17 marks. 

Hertl controlled the puck along the boards in the Panthers’ end before he 
got the puck over the Rudolfs Balcers. Hertl took the return pass, went to 
the front of the net, and slipped the puck past goalie Sergei Bobrovsky 
for his 22nd goal of the season. 

The Sharks took a 3-1 lead on a Matt Nieto goal at the 1:31 mark of the 
second period, as he finished off a nifty passing sequence started by 
Marc-Edouard Vlasic to Nick Bonino. 

Sharks goalie James Reimer, playing against one of his former teams, 
was under siege through the first half of the game and stopped 34 of 35 
shots by the end of the second period. 

Joe Thornton started on the Panthers’ fourth line and was playing his first 
game against the Sharks since Nov. 6, 2003, when he was with the 
Boston Bruins. Thornton played 15 seasons with the Sharks from 2005 to 
2020 and is third on the franchise’s all-time games played list with 1,104. 
He’s also first with 804 assists and second with 1,055 points. 
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Joe Thornton Q & A: On the Sharks, his role in Florida, Evander Kane 
and scoring four goals 

 

Curtis Pashelka 

5-6 minutes 1/29/2022 

 

Joe Thornton at 42 has slightly longer hair than before and his prodigious 
beard has a bit more gray in it these days. But from everything that 
Florida Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette said Saturday, he’s still 
the same Joe Thornton. 

“He’s still like a kid. It’s infectious to be around,” said Brunette, who 
played 1,110 NHL games from 1995 to 2012. “He’s out skating every 
day. He’s making his plays, he’s holding the puck and it’s still like 
watching a young player. 

“That’s something you kind of knew playing against him over the years 
and coaching against him, that he had that. But until you see it day in, 
day out and how hard he works at this age, how hard he works on his 
game – on and off the ice – the passion he has just to be at the rink, is 
something you hear about. But if you see it close up, it’s very unique and 
he’s a fun guy to be around. 

“Guys love him.” 

Thornton will play against the Sharks on Saturday for the first time since 
he left the team as a free agent after the pandemic shortened 2019-2020 
season. After a season with the Toronto Maple Leafs, he signed last 
summer with the Florida Panthers, who are among the NHL’s best teams 
with a 30-9-5 record. 

Thornton met with the media before Saturday’s game at FLA Live Arena 
to discuss his time with the Sharks and his transition to the Panthers. 
Here’s a transcript of that conversation. 

What was unique about your time in San Jose after starting your career 
in Boston? 

“As soon as I got there, I just fell in love with the place, fell in love with 
the people. The teammates were great. It was and it is just a great, great 
team, great ownership, and just good character guys.” 
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Are you happy to see the Sharks being competitive again?   

“Yeah, they’re back. With Logan (Couture) and Tommy Hertl, (Brent 
Burns) and Erik (Karlsson), they’ve got a good group there that they can 
build off of. They obviously won the last game, so they’re looking good. 
It’s going to be a good big contest tonight. But, yeah, good to see the 
guys winning again and back to themselves.” 

What do you miss most about being with the Sharks or being in San 
Jose?  

“Really, it’s hard to say. I’m really trying to live in the moment here, to be 
honest with you. I have so many fond memories there, but I’m really just 
focusing on playing here with the guys in Florida. Working with the guys 
here and I’m sure when I’m done I’ll have a lot more to say on that. But 
right now I’m just focusing on right now.” 

You saw how Patrick Marleau was received (in 2017) when first came 
back to San Jose after he signed with Toronto. You’re focused on the 
present, but is it a moment you’re looking forward to (March 15) when 
you go back there? 

“Patty is just bigger than life out there. Whenever you talk about the 
Sharks, you talk about Patrick Marleau. It just kind of goes hand in hand. 
Who knows what the future holds. But if I do play in that game, it’s gonna 
be special. It’s a special building, the Shark Tank. A lot of great 
memories there and we’ll see if that happens.” 

How much of an adjustment has this season been for you? You’re used 
to playing every night and 17-18 minutes a game. Has it been an 
adjustment for you this season? 

“Not at all. I’m fitting in my role nice, to be honest with you. It’s been 
great. It’s such a great team here, and when I talked to (Panthers general 
manager) Bill Zito in the summer, we’re just like, ‘alright, I want to join 
this crew.’ But I don’t mind not playing every night. It’s been nice to be 
around this group. It’s been special and especially here at home, it’s 
been a lot of fun. The guys are really enjoyable to watch and just to be 
part of this has been great.” 

Evander Kane gave an interview to TSN and he had mentioned after he 
was put on waivers by the Sharks that you had reached out to him, and 
that he really was touched by that. How important was that for you to 
reach out to him at that time? 

“I try to keep in touch with a lot of my ex-teammates, just to make sure 
they’re doing good, they’re in the right spot. I just like talking and he’s a 
good talker. I’m a good listener, so it kind of goes well together.” 

You guys had a pretty good relationship, a good friendship when you 
were in San Jose together? 

“He was great to me. Everybody in that Sharks locker room has always 
been great to me. So no complaints there.” 

Hitting four goals in a game is a big goal. How good would it feel if you hit 
that tonight?  

“I actually went out for dinner with Timo (Meier) last night and him with 
five, that’d be really, really special. But let’s not get too far ahead of 
ourselves. But yeah, I remember when Tommy Hertl did that and it was a 
special night.” 
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Jumbo talks Kane phone call, seeing Sharks winning again 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

UNRISE, Fla. -- “They’re back.”S 

Joe Thornton is pleased that the San Jose Sharks, out of the playoffs for 
the last two years, are playing competitive hockey once again. The 
Sharks are currently tied for the last Wild Card spot in the West. 

“With Logan and Tommy Hertl and Burnzie and Erik, they got a good 
group there to build off of,” Thornton said this afternoon, on the eve of his 
first game versus the Sharks since he left San Jose two off-seasons ago. 
“Good to see the guys winning again, back to themselves.” 

Who isn’t helping the Sharks now? Evander Kane, who was exiled from 
the Sharks this past summer and is about to make his Edmonton Oilers 
debut tonight. Thornton famously picked up Kane from the airport when 
the Sharks traded for him in Mar. 2018. 
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Sharks players thrilled to see Jumbo again in Florida 

 

by Sheng Peng 

 

UNRISE, Fla. -- It was a fascinating contrast during the Sharks post-
practice media availability yesterday.S 

There was the joy from running into old friend Joe Thornton before 
practice. There was the reserve when asked about ostracized ex-
teammate Evander Kane signing with division rival Edmonton Oilers. 

But tonight is about Jumbo, as the San Jose Sharks face off against 
Thornton’s Florida Panthers. 

“It’s like he never left.” 

That’s how Marc-Edouard Vlasic described the Sharks meeting up with 
Thornton before practice yesterday. 

“He’s got a great tan, especially in Florida. I knew when I saw him this 
morning he’d be without a T-shirt, you know, that’s his thing. He’s got 
longer hair,” Tomas Hertl reported. 
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Sharks midseason report cards: Improved defense, goaltending keep 
San Jose in playoff picture 

 

Corey Masisak 

14-18 minutes 1/29/2022 

 

Even in what people used to think of as a normal hockey season before 
the pandemic, so much could be determined by luck or things players 
cannot control. 

Injuries are a critical part of every NHL season. Show the teams at the 
end of the year with the fewest man-games lost to injury and, more often 
than not, almost all of them will be in the playoffs. The Montreal 
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Canadiens are the runaway leaders in that category this season. Want to 
take a guess where they sit in the standings? 

COVID-19 has added a new wrinkle to this over the past two seasons, 
and the Sharks have been one of the teams most affected by it in 2021-
22. They’ve also dealt with injuries to key players. They’re dealing with 
that now in the defense corps and goaltending group. 

“It’s always tough to lose guys, and it’s obviously tougher to lose key 
guys,” Sharks defenseman Brent Burns said. “I think we’ve had the 
mindset all year, just with the COVID stuff, you never really know what 
somebody is going to be out. Late in the day, guys are getting pulled out. 
So we’ve really had the mindset of next man up, and everybody comes 
together and tries to do the job together.” 

San Jose reached the midway point of the 2021-22 season in Seattle, 
and a lot has changed in the past week. Erik Karlsson is out until at least 
mid-March after needing surgery to repair a torn muscle in his forearm. 
Jake Middleton hasn’t played since the second game of this month 
because of a concussion, but he has participated in the past two on-ice 
sessions with the team and could be getting closer to returning. 
Goaltender Adin Hill missed the game Wednesday in Washington, D.C., 
with a lower-body injury. 

It’s been a year of improvement for the Sharks’ defense and goaltending, 
despite nearly everyone who has played the positions entering COVID-
19 protocol at some point. Even Burns, the only defenseman to play in all 
43 games, went in the protocol, but he did so when the league was in the 
process of postponing contests because of the Omicron variant’s rapid 
spread just before the Christmas break. 

This is part two of a midseason look at the roster — we rated San Jose’s 
forwards earlier in the week before some Evander Kane-related news 
pushed this piece back a couple of days. This will be done alphabetically, 
with a mix of traditional and advanced statistics. The individual player 
ratings are European football-style, which means 1-10, with 10 being the 
best. 

Note: Tables are sortable; top two are in shades of red, bottom two are in 
shades of blue. 

Note: CF%: Corsi For percentage; xGF%: expected goals percentage; 
GAR: goals above replacement (h/t Evolving-Hockey); Game Score: 
average game score (h/t Hockey Stat Cards and The Athletic’s Dom 
Luszczyszyn); On-ice SH%: team’s five-on-five shooting percentage 
when the player is on the ice; On-ice SV%: team’s five-on-five save 
percentage when the player is on the ice.  

Brent Burns — 8 

Burns is 36 years old, and he’s on pace for 53 points. A defenseman in 
his age-36 or older season reaching 50 points has happened 18 times in 
NHL history. It’s been done by nine players (Ray Bourque and Nicklas 
Lidstrom did it four times each). A player in his age-36 season or older 
has reached 53 points only 10 times, and no one has done it since 
Lidstrom had 62 in 2010-11. 

The long-bearded defenseman has also played 1,115 minutes this 
season. He’s fifth in the league in time on ice per game, but when 
Karlsson doesn’t play, he averages even more. Burns is on pace to play 
2,128 minutes, not accounting for a potential increase in per-game ice 
time over the next 15-20 games. The NHL has time on ice dating back to 
only the 1998-99 season, but 2,128 minutes for Burns would be the fifth 
most for a player in his age-36 season or older. Even if he misses a few 
games, getting to 2,000 has happened only 11 times. But if he stays 
healthy and gets a little bump over the next two months, he could end up 
third or fourth on a list that reads: Borque, Lidstrom, Al MacInnis, Borque, 
Scott Niedermayer. That’s pretty incredible company to keep. 

Now, assessing defensemen is not just about points and time on ice. 
Burns is the 27th most-valuable defenseman in the NHL, according to 
Evolving-Hockey’s goals above replacement (GAR). The other teams 
shoot a lot when Burns and Mario Ferraro are on the ice, but the scoring 
chances against per 60 minutes are basically identical to Karlsson’s and 

Middleton’s. Burns has been the club’s most effective power-play 
quarterback, at least in terms of how the Sharks generate shot attempts 
and expected goals per 60 minutes. 

It’s also hard to ignore how well Burns has played when Karlsson hasn’t 
been available. We’re going to see if he can do that for a longer stretch of 
games, but it’s been a big part of keeping the club out of any prolonged 
slumps when short-handed. 

Mario Ferraro — 6 

Ferraro and Burns are slightly better together than either of them are 
apart in nearly all of the puck possession metrics. One area in particular 
that stands out is high-danger scoring chances. The Sharks have 
attempted nearly 53 percent of the high-danger chances when they’re on 
the ice together at five-on-five, but guys are in the low 40s in the rest of 
their ice time when skating next to someone else. Ferraro doesn’t have 
the obvious offensive bump in some of the metrics that Burns does, but 
he has proved the expanded role he took on last season was a sign of 
things to come and not a one-year uptick. 

Erik Karlsson — 9 

It seems like every analysis of Karlsson has to start with a disclaimer 
about expectations and his contract. No, he hasn’t been as good as Cale 
Makar or Victor Hedman this season, which is going to be the 
expectation for some people when the player counts for $11.5 million 
against the salary cap. That said, Karlsson was in the midst of a 
legitimately good season before the latest setback. He’s in the top 25 of 
defensemen with at least 400 minutes at five-on-five in expected goals 
percentage (xGF%) and GAR. 

When he’s healthy, Karlsson generates offense and helps transition his 
team from defense to offense at a very high level. The power play has 
converted more of its chances when he’s on the ice. While Burns and 
Ferraro are the workhorses on the penalty kill, Karlsson’s numbers in a 
second-pairing role have been very good. It was tempting to deduct a 
point for availability concerns, but that will be more for his second-half 
rating. Karlsson was the type of impact player the Sharks need him to be 
in the first half. Now they’re going to have to try to survive without him for 
a couple of months. 

Jaycob Megna — 6 

It’s been quite the turnaround for a guy who ended up with an AHL-only 
contract before the start of last season. His career was going in the 
wrong direction at 27, but here he is getting top-four minutes at times for 
an NHL team at 29. His play with the Barracuda last season helped him 
earn an NHL contract for this season, and his ability to step in and play a 
steady game with limited mistakes when the Sharks have been short 
some of the regulars because of COVID-19 or injuries has been a huge 
asset. He’s been an effective player in his own end at five-on-five and on 
the penalty kill, and the offense has been slightly better when he’s on the 
ice compared to when he’s not, even if that hasn’t translated into many 
points for him. 

Nicolas Meloche — 4 

Meloche had a nice game Wednesday in Washington, scoring his first 
NHL goal and making a critical save on a rebound attempt when James 
Reimer was pulled out of position by the original shot. It was one of the 
feel-good moments of the season when Meloche described his 
excitement about scoring on his mother’s birthday and being able to give 
the puck to her this weekend because she’s in Florida. That game 
technically wasn’t part of the first half of the season, though. Before that 
game, he had the worst average Game Score — an all-inclusive value 
metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn — in the NHL this 
season. It was also a really small sample of games, and the performance 
in D.C. is going to earn him at least one more chance to play on this trip. 

Ryan Merkley — 6 

Much like Megna, Merkley’s ability to step into the NHL lineup and help 
keep the Sharks afloat while other non-Burns defensemen were missing 
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is one of the most important developments of the first half. He’s at a 
much different point in his NHL career as a first-round pick trying to 
solidify his place in the lineup and as a potential key fixture for the club 
for years to come. Merkley’s play has looked better than the numbers 
suggest, but the sample size remains small and a couple of games in 
which the Sharks got dominated territorially have skewed the metrics a 
bit. 

He’s not going to replace Karlsson as a like-for-like player, but he can 
help make up for what they’ll be missing from Karlsson’s ability to 
transition the puck and find teammates for scoring chances. It’s also not 
likely to be a straight, steady upward trajectory for him — a bad game 
against Tampa Bay and subsequent healthy scratch is already evidence 
of that. But Merkley is the franchise’s top young defense prospect. His 
development into a reliable offensive creator who doesn’t hurt the team 
at the other end would be a significant plus for the Sharks over the next 
couple of seasons. There have been hints of that being possible in his 
first two NHL stints this year. 

Jake Middleton — 7 

Middleton is one of San Jose’s biggest success stories this season. He 
had 14 games of NHL experience before this, and they were very much 
as a No. 6 guy playing fewer than 11 minutes per game. He became a 
go-to partner for Karlsson in the team’s top four, and Middleton is 
averaging more than 18 minutes per contest. He has acknowledged that 
his responsibilities are pretty simple — when he has the puck, get it to 
No. 65; when he doesn’t, find a good spot to be an outlet. It isn’t always 
that simple, and he’s done a really good job of figuring out ways to 
complement whichever partner he’s next to. Middleton has been out 
since a dirty hit in Detroit earlier this month, and the Sharks have missed 
him. They’re going to need his steady play when he’s ready to return 
(which could be in the next couple of games), but this time to help 
replace his normal partner. 

Radim Simek — 6 

On the one hand, Simek’s ice time is at a career low in his fourth season. 
He’s been passed on the depth chart by Middleton, and guys such as 
Merkley and Megna are playing ahead of him and/or more than him when 
they’re healthy. On the other hand, Simek has been pretty effective as a 
third-pairing player this season. The offense is limited, but he’s been a 
plus at the other end. He’s been the team’s most valuable player on 
defense at even strength, according to Evolving-Hockey. We mentioned 
his strengths — preventing opposing players from entering the offensive 
zone with possession of the puck and limiting scoring chances — last 
month. 

He also has an old-school physical style of play — every player who likes 
to hit is one misstep away from crossing the line, but Simek has levied 
some of the biggest legal bodychecks of the season. There is a lot of 
value in having a guy who can consistently knock opposing players on 
their ass legally without taking too many penalties or being out of position 
often. Most of the guys who seek out those kinds of hits in the NHL today 
are forwards. He has two more years left on his contract, but it’s not a 
bad value if he’s able to be an effective third-pairing guy. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic — 5 

Speaking of value versus contract expectations, Vlasic is no longer the 
player he once was. It’s a lot tougher to sell “he hasn’t been as much of a 
negative as some fans think” when the bill for his services is so high and 
has so much term left on it. He was playing poorly enough at a point 
earlier this season that Sharks coach Bob Boughner decided to make 
him a healthy scratch. 

He has been better since that point. Vlasic also pointed out recently that 
some of the numbers suggest he’s been better than people think. The big 
one is expected goals, where he and Simek are third and fourth among 
the team’s defensemen in xGF%. The other numbers aren’t at that level, 
but that’s one metric that says he’s been a positive contributor. 

“My game is good,” Vlasic said when asked about his response to the 
healthy scratch. “If you look at my analytics, I think me and Simek are in 
the top four of analytics. So it’d be a good idea to check that out to make 
sure you say that me and Simek have played well this year, considering 
we’re getting 12 to 13 minutes a game.” 

Note: SV%: save percentage; GAA: goals-against average; QS%: quality 
start percentage; GSAA: goals saved above average; GAR: goals above 
replacement. 

Adin Hill — 6 

Hill had a strong start to the season, and he just had an excellent five-
game stretch when Reimer was out of the lineup and the club needed 
him to play every night. In between, there were some hiccups, and the 
past two outings haven’t been as good. And he’s dealing with a lower-
body injury and might not be able to play in either of the games this 
weekend. On the whole, the numbers aren’t good, but they’re also not 
that bad for a backup goaltender. He wasn’t expected to be a backup, 
though, given the acquisition cost and contract. It hasn’t really been a 
platoon situation because one of the goalies has dealt with an injury or 
COVID-19 for chunks of the season, but he and Reimer have had a 
similar workload. A better second half, given his track record and more 
time to settle in with his new club, could be a boost for the team’s 
chances of remaining in the playoff chase. 

James Reimer — 8 

Reimer reached the COVID-19 pause/holiday break with a .936 save 
percentage, making him one of the best offseason additions in the 
league. Then he had a four-game stretch during which he yielded 19 
goals and stopped 83 percent of the shots, and suddenly his numbers 
looked more league average. The past three games have included two 
excellent starts and one in which he didn’t finish the first period, but he 
has a .920 across all three. Not every goalie with numbers close to 
league average has played like one for the whole season, obviously. He 
needed time after the bad stretch to rest and deal with a minor injury. 

We’re going to find out if that quick nosedive was an outlier or just some 
quick regression. Either way, the Sharks haven’t had a goalie finish a 
season with a .915 save percentage or better and more than 20 games 
played since Martin Jones in 2017-18. From 2008 to 2018, San Jose had 
at least one goalie, whether it was the starter or the backup, play that 
well in nine of 10 seasons. The improved goaltending compared to the 
previous three seasons is one of the biggest storylines of this Sharks 
campaign, and Reimer’s play has been the biggest part of that. 
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2 Reasons Why Sharks Got 1 Point, 1 Reason Why They Didn't Get 2 | 
San Jose Hockey Now 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — On Wednesday, I wrote about three things that got the 
San Jose Sharks a win against the Washington Capitals. 

They were James Reimer, Jonathan Dahlen, and team defense. 

The Sharks got two of the three tonight in their 5-4 overtime loss to the 
Florida Panthers. 

First, James Reimer was sensational. Through 47 minutes, he had 
turned back 38 of 40 Florida shots, and San Jose was hanging onto a 4-2 
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lead. A slimmer two-goal lead there never was though, as the Panthers 
roared back with three unanswered goals. 

Make no mistake, Reimer got San Jose a point off the Eastern 
Conference leaders. 

San Jose Sharks captain Logan Couture agreed: “He’s come back and 
he’s looked like he did at the start of the year.” 

Reimer was arguably the NHL’s best goalie through Christmas with a 
second-in-the-league .936 Save %, and before the drop of the puck in 
Washington, arguably the NHL’s worst goalie since Christmas with a 
league-worst .849 Save % (5+ starts). 

Also back? Jonathan Dahlen was at it again, potting a pair of power play 
goals. 

Just last week, the rookie thought he was about to get healthy scratched 
when he got called into a meeting with head coach Bob Boughner. 

“I wasn’t good enough and hadn’t been for a long time. That’s what the 
message was. I had to be better,” Dahlen shared. “It was a good meeting 
and good came out of it.” 

“Good” is an understatement: The rookie has three goals in his last two 
games — and the San Jose Sharks now have offensive hope beyond 
Timo and Tommy. 

Nick Bonino, by the way, had something to say about the Sharks’ 
secondary scoring too: He put up three assists tonight, matching his 
season total, none better than this pass to a hustling Matt Nieto, who 
beat Jonathan Huberdeau down the slot. 

But back to Dahlen: There were some little plays that led to his goals that 
I loved. 

The much-maligned Noah Gregor (73) pushed back the Panthers penalty 
kill with his speed, then made a clever backhand pass through 
Huberdeau (11) to find Dahlen in space. Jasper Weatherby’s net-front 
presence was also huge on both of Dahlen’s power play goals. 

This is actually what led to the power play where Dahlen recorded his 
second of the night: Jonah Gadjovich (42) beat two Panthers 
defensemen, Brandon Montour (62) and Lucas Carlsson (32), back to 
back down the ice to win the Sharks some rare territory in Florida’s zone. 
Gadjovich has looked more sprightly since his return from injury. 

So the San Jose Sharks’ goaltending and the secondary scoring held up 
their end of the bargain tonight: What happened to the team defense? 

“Giveaways. They spend a lot of time in your end. There were some lines 
that managed the puck properly and other lines that didn’t,” Boughner 
offered. “[We also needed] better sticks, heavier around our blue paint. 
They got a lot of second and third opportunities.” 

This was a game where the Sharks almost survived trading chances with 
a far superior offensive side. 

“It was one of those games where you gotta really be a team that’s willing 
to chip pucks in and chip pucks out and have a good F3,” Boughner 
added. 

By the final frame, the Sharks were just dragging. In total, they iced the 
puck 12 times tonight as opposed to the Panthers’ six. In the second half 
of the game? San Jose iced it 10 times to Florida’s two. 

The team defense was strained by the loss of Mario Ferraro, who left 
during his second shift of the game: 

“Yeah, it wasn’t pretty,” Couture said. “Obviously, I’ve gotten through 
some just like that. It was 2017, I had that puck in Nashville, they’re not 
fun.” 

He added, quipping: “Hopefully, he gets some nice new teeth like I did. 
Make them look a little bit better.” 

Couture would miss the last seven games of the 2016-17 regular season 
because of his facial injury, returning for the playoffs. 

“It looked pretty serious to me,” Boughner said. “I know that Mario is 
getting evaluated by the dentist. Trying to figure out the next step here.” 

Obviously, for Ferraro’s sake, hopefully it’s not too serious. But also, any 
Ferraro absence would put further strain on a San Jose Sharks’ blueline 
already missing Erik Karlsson. That means two of the Sharks’ three 
serious minute-munchers on defense would be out, putting an outsized 
burden on the 36-year-old Brent Burns. 

Tonight, however, the San Jose Sharks chose to focus on the positives. 

“Three out of four points to start a road trip against four of the best teams 
in the league,” Bonino offered. “That’s a really good start.” 

We’ll see, down Karlsson, Adin Hill, and probably Ferraro, if they’re 
singing the same tune tomorrow after taking on the Carolina Hurricanes. 

By the way, as much hype as there was pre-game about the San Jose 
Sharks taking on Joe Thornton for the first time since he left San Jose, it 
was a fairly unremarkable game for Jumbo. The 42-year-old played 
11:41 and recorded two shots. 

Couture, who made his NHL debut in 2009, had this to say about his first 
game-ever again Thornton: “It was weird. Opening draw, I was able to 
beat him, which was nice. But that whole first shift, they were in our end. 

“He’s so big and strong still with the puck, makes good plays behind the 
goal line. Still a good player, which is crazy.” 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — The San Jose Sharks visit the Florida Panthers for the 
first time since early Dec. 2019. It was so long ago, Peter DeBoer was 
still the Sharks head coach and Joe Thornton was still on the team. 
Thornton, of course, is now plying his trade in South Florida. 

Tomas Hertl, Jonathan Dahlen, and Matt Nieto scored in the first two 
periods to give the Sharks a 3-1 lead. Dahlen scored again but Florida 
fought back to force OT. 

Period One 

There is a trading of chances to begin the game, Lomberg break, then 
Simek. Probably not how Boughner drew it up. Big save by Reimer on 
Lomberg. 

Weegar post: The San Jose Sharks got lucky, breakdown in structure, no 
one took point man, Weegar walks down and rings it. 

Hertl goal: Nice job by Balcers to hang onto puck as pressure came, find 
Hertl who beelines to front, leaving Bennett behind. 

Seven in: Too casual by Timo along wall on breakout. Sharks have been 
careless with puck to begin game. 

Nine in: Sharks taken through cycle after Thornton intercepts Hertl pass. 
Reimer with a huge save. 
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Nine left: Sharks just not able right to prevent Florida from entering zone. 
Once inside, Panthers’ talent just grinding Sharks down. 

Seven left: Good play by Weatherby to intercept Panthers stretch pass 
up ice, but when he enters, can’t do anything offensively. Florida 
counterattacks. Not blaming him — great play to short circuit FLA entry 
— but when he can do a little of both, he’s arrived as an NHL player. 

Five left: Well played by Vlasic. On Florida entry, he lets Bonino take the 
puck carrier, then Vlasic blocks the attempted centering pass. All this 
leads to a Duclair penalty. 

Interesting entry by Gregor on the Dahlen goal. He carried it up a la a 
Karlsson, two Sharks trailed him like a snake (instead of traditional drop 
pass formation). Might just be a coincidence because Gregor had a head 
of steam. Regardless, he’s unsung hero of this goal, he also found 
Dahlen walking down slot. 

Forsling goal: You knew it was coming. Forsling sneaks down below the 
tops of the circles, his shot sneaks through Reimer. Both Bonino and 
Burns had a chance at it, but Panthers sticks too quick on forecheck. 

That’s the offense that Bonino was talking about. Nieto recovers dump-in, 
the veteran center finds Nieto cruising down slot, goal. Looks like 
Huberdeau lost him. This was after rare Sharks shift that shut down 
Panthers possession in OZ quick. Yup, the Hart candidate got roasted by 
the Long Beach native. 

Intense PK’ing from Bonino and Nieto after Megna call. Thornton getting 
some tail-end PP time here. 

Seven in: Good job by Burns to take Duclair away. A lot asked of him 
tonight. 

Ten in: I liked Barabanov’s work keeping possession with Florida all over 
him on entry. Underrated asset of his. 

Nine left: Lovely Hertl pass to spring Balcers. Bob keeps it close. 

Eight left: Refs letting a lot go. Looks like Simek has stick knocked out of 
his hands in DZ as he was attempting to get to loose puck. Lundell. 
Leads to more Panthers chances. Stuff that leads to chances has got to 
be called. 

Three left: Reimer coming up large again. 

Minute left: That’s been the game at times. Florida just all over San Jose 
on forecheck. But the San Jose Sharks survive this period and increase 
lead because of Reim Time. 

Period Three 

Boughner and Burns are animated, perhaps wondering why Panthers got 
a whistle for Reinhart getting struck in face (and not Sharks for Ferraro) 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 30, 2022 

Weegar can’t believe it as it looks his shot into open net might’ve got 
stopped by Reimer somehow. His prone stick on ice? But then Barkov 
rolls down slot, Simek can’t hold him off. 

Three in: Good job by Gadjovich on same shift to beat both Montour and 
Carlsson to puck in OZ. Leads to Sharks PP. Gregor just missed a big 
open net, glad he got one in Washington, or that might haunt him more. 

But it looks like it’s Dahlen who will haunt Panthers. Again, what a shot. 
Good screen from Weatherby. 

No goal, offside: San Jose Sharks luck out there, especially Meier. In my 
opinion, Timo does a poor job collapsing on Barkov there in scramble. 
This is the first ho-hum game I’ve seen from Meier in a while. 

Mason Marchment — Bryan's son — pokes it through Reimer 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 30, 2022 

Eight in: Big block by Nieto. 

Balcers just missed a shift and I don't see him on the bench 

— Sheng Peng (@Sheng_Peng) January 30, 2022 

Eight left: What a pass by Meier. 

Six left: Great speed by Gregor, then Burns almost finds I think Bonino 
walking down. Not sure if Bob got to it, but wow. 
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The Florida Panthers and San Jose Sharks have a lot in common: Being 
in a sunny state, Joe Thornton, and of course, Bob Boughner. 

Boughner’s first head coaching gig in the NHL began in the 2017/18 
season for the Panthers, after having spent the prior season behind the 
bench in an assistant role for the Sharks. After 2019, Boughner returned 
to the Sharks as an assistant coach again, eventually taking on the 
mantle of interim head coach later that same year. Boughner was named 
the Sharks’ head coach officially in September 2020. 

This game marks Boughner’s first time back in the Sunshine State in a 
head coaching capacity. The return has been a long time coming, and 
there’s plenty to look back on, particularly what Boughner learned from 
his time in Florida that he’s brought to the Sharks’ organization. 

“What I’ve learned from experience, I think, is that the longer you go in, 
the more experience you get, you deal with situations differently, and you 
learn from your past. I think I’ve done that, whether it’s through player 
development or discussions with players, refining meanings, being better 
adjusting on the fly, dealing with management and ownership, and all 
those things. There’s a lot of things that you pick up, but it’s a special 
place for me,” said Boughner. 

Boughner still has a figurative place in Florida: “I own a house here, and 
it was a place I really enjoyed working and just, it’s a great community 
and being able to live down in South Florida.” 

Ever since Boughner’s first introduction to the Sharks as an assistant 
coach in 2015, the players have seen him evolve into the coach he is 
today. 

“Definitely you can see a difference. Even when he came back as an 
assistant the second time, you can see that he was different just in a way 
to approach games,” said Brent Burns. 

One of those differences Burns has noticed? 

“I always told him he was kind of our lawyer, before always blaming the 
forwards and now he gets on the D,” the big-bearded defenseman 
quipped. “So I say he’s turning to the prosecutor against us a little bit.” 

Assistant coaches have a different role in the locker room than a head 
coach, and Burns has noticed that change in Boughner as well as he’s 
settled into his position. 

“I think the assistants are, they’re always there to make sure guys are 
feeling good, knowing their roles, knowing what’s going on. And as a 
head coach, you have to be a little harder on guys, more of a full view 
picture,” said Burns. 
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San Jose Sharks captain Logan Couture had some perspective to share 
on how exactly Boughner has learned from his time as an assistant 
coach and what that looks like off the ice. 

“It was different when he was an assistant coach, but those years I 
thought he was great for our back end. Assistant coaches almost have a 
different role than a head coach. Most of the time they’re more personal 
and you talk to them more, but I think Boughner kind of kept that as a 
head coach,” Couture shared. “He’s a player-coach, he understands the 
mood of the room, what guys need, whether we need a day off or we 
need a hard day’s work.” 

San Jose Sharks (22-19-2) 

The San Jose Sharks have slipped in the standings, which may prompt 
some changes in the lineup, especially given players potentially returning 
from the Injured Reserve, although we’ll see how the Sharks line up 
ahead of puck drop. Here’s the projected lineup for tonight’s early 
evening game. 

Boughner says forward lines will be the same as yesterday's practice, 
that means Reimer starts, and… 

Florida Panthers (30-9-5) 

The Panthers are sitting comfortably at the top of the Atlantic Division, 
and have won their past two games. Per the Daily Faceoff, this is how 
the Florida’s lines may stack up against the Sharks. 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — “They’re back.” 

Joe Thornton is pleased that the San Jose Sharks, out of the playoffs for 
the last two years, are playing competitive hockey once again. The 
Sharks are currently tied for the last Wild Card spot in the West. 

“With Logan and Tommy Hertl and Burnzie and Erik, they got a good 
group there to build off of,” Thornton said this afternoon, on the eve of his 
first game versus the Sharks since he left San Jose two off-seasons ago. 
“Good to see the guys winning again, back to themselves.” 

Who isn’t helping the Sharks now? Evander Kane, who was exiled from 
the Sharks this past summer and is about to make his Edmonton Oilers 
debut tonight. Thornton famously picked up Kane from the airport when 
the Sharks traded for him in Mar. 2018. 

In a recent TSN interview, Kane cited Joe Thornton as someone who 
checked in on him after the San Jose Sharks terminated his contract 
three weeks ago. 

“I try to keep in touch with a lot of my ex-teammates. Just to make sure 
they’re doing good. They’re in the right spot,” Thornton said about that 
phone call. “I just like talking. And you know, he’s a good talker. I’m a 
good listener. So it kind of goes good together.” 

Thornton didn’t elaborate further on this exchange or share his thoughts 
about the Sharks parting with Kane. 

Meanwhile, it’s also a much different situation for the 42-year-old with the 
Eastern Conference-leading Panthers. Gone are the days of Jumbo 

roaming the ice for 20 minutes a night, averaging a point or more per 
game. Thornton has even been an occasional healthy scratch this year. 

“When I talked to [Panthers GM] Bill Zito in the summer, it was like 
alright, I want to join this crew. I don’t mind not playing every night,” 
Thornton said with his trademark smile. “It’s been a lot of fun. The guys 
are really enjoyable to watch.” 

Certainly, if Joe Thornton comes away with his first Stanley Cup, it’ll be 
well worth it. 

Thornton, on how special it would be to score 4 goals tonight: "I actually 
went out with Timo last night, him with 5. But let's not get too far ahead of 
ourselves with four." 
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SUNRISE, Fla. — It was a fascinating contrast during the Sharks post-
practice media availability yesterday. 

There was the joy from running into old friend Joe Thornton before 
practice. There was the reserve when asked about ostracized ex-
teammate Evander Kane signing with division rival Edmonton Oilers. 

But tonight is about Jumbo, as the San Jose Sharks face off against 
Thornton’s Florida Panthers. 

“It’s like he never left.” 

That’s how Marc-Edouard Vlasic described the Sharks meeting up with 
Thornton before practice yesterday. 

“He’s got a great tan, especially in Florida. I knew when I saw him this 
morning he’d be without a T-shirt, you know, that’s his thing. He’s got 
longer hair,” Tomas Hertl reported. 

“A great base tan right now,” laughed Logan Couture. 

“It was just great to see him,” Hertl said, “still the same, happy guy.” 

“It was a loud morning,” Brent Burns shared, smiling. 

After 15 seasons in San Jose, Joe Thornton left the Sharks — as the 
franchise leader in assists and with a 2006 Hart Trophy — in the 2020 
off-season to chase a Stanley Cup with the Toronto Maple Leafs. This 
past summer, he joined the Florida Panthers, who are leading the 
Eastern Conference. 

Panthers head coach Andrew Brunette confirmed this morning that 
Thornton was suiting up tonight. The 42-year-old has four goals and two 
assists in 22 games and has been a recent healthy scratch. 

Because Thornton played in the Canada Division last year and in the 
East this season, this will be the first time that many Sharks, including 
Hertl, have seen Thornton since the beginning of the pandemic in early 
2020. 

For Vlasic and Logan Couture, facing off against Thornton tonight will be 
especially strange. 
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Vlasic made his NHL debut in Joe Thornton’s second season in teal, on 
Oct. 5, 2006, Couture in Thornton’s fifth year, on Oct. 25, 2009. So the 
long-time Sharks have never played against Joe Thornton. 

“It’ll be fun,” Couture said. “I think just his laughter and I’m sure he’ll 
enjoy it as much as we will.” 

No matter what happens tonight or where Jumbo goes next, he’ll always 
be a Shark. 

“He’s meant a lot to a lot of guys and it’s just good to see him,” Burns 
offered. “He’s got such a good personality and good energy.” 

“There’s a lot of good feelings around what he’s given this organization,” 
head coach Bob Boughner said. “When you talk about the San Jose 
Sharks, he’s one of the first people you think about.” 
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Bunting nets hat trick, Leafs rally in 3rd to beat Red Wings 

 

Staff Report 

By The Associated Press 

Sat., Jan. 29, 2022 

 

DETROIT (AP) — Michael Bunting had three goals, Rasmus Sandin 
scored the tiebreaker with 2:51 remaining and the Toronto Maple Leafs 
rallied for five unanswered goals in the third period to beat the Detroit 
Red Wings 7-4 on Saturday night. 

Mitch Marner scored a power-play goal with 1:14 left and John Tavares, 
who assisted on Sandin’s goal, made it 7-4 with 11 seconds to go. Pierre 
Engvall also scored for Toronto, which won its second consecutive game. 

“We knew that if we got the first goal of the third period, we had a good 
chance of winning,” Bunting said. “We had our chances. They just 
weren’t going in. Fortunately, they started going in in the third.” 

Auston Matthews, Alexander Kerfoot and David Kampf each had two 
assists. Petr Mrazek made 31 saves. 

“I felt confident we could score two goals,” Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe 
said. “Our best people made some big-time plays and we put pressure 
on Detroit. It’s a great win for us. Not a great game, but a great win.” 

Dylan Larkin scored twice and added an assist for Detroit. Vladislav 
Namestnikov and Tyler Bertuzzi each had a goal for the Red Wings, who 
led 4-2 after two periods. Robby Fabbri and Moritz Seider each had two 
assists. 

The Red Wings broke a 1-all tie after the first period with goals by 
Namestikov and Bertuzzi less than a minute apart early in the second. 

“We gave up some opportunities we didn’t need to in the second period,” 
Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said. “Then in the third, they had all the 
momentum and we didn’t have enough pushback. There weren’t enough 
shifts where we made them defend, and then obviously the third our D-
zone coverage was no good.” 
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Analysis | Michael Bunting hat trick helps Leafs flip the switch and beat 
Red Wings 

 

Mark Zwolinski Sports Reporter 

Sat., Jan. 29, 2022 

 

The Maple Leafs performed a major clean-up of their defensive game 
Saturday night in Detroit, and Michael Bunting played a starring role. 

The Scarborough native had his biggest night of the season, bagging a 
hat trick to set a career high of 12 goals, as the Leafs erased a 4-2 deficit 
to claim a 7-4 win over the Red Wings. 

That outcome seemed like a fantasy after the Leafs allowed two goals in 
55 seconds early in the second, and fell behind 4-2 midway through the 
frame. But Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe restored his best players to their 
former lines, and that seemed to spark five unanswered goals in the third 
period for the comeback. 

“We just weren’t sharp defensively. We were giving up too many clean 
looks around our net,” Keefe said of the Leafs’ sloppy D in the first half of 
the contest. 

“We needed to clean up our game, and that was the message carrying 
into the second intermission. We talked about it there … It was a great 
win for us. Not a great game, but a great win, for sure.” 

It was a big night for Bunting all around, with Scarborough hosting 
“Hockey Night in Canada.” Bunting and teammate Wayne Simmonds 
also promoted the community’s recent push for better health care. 

“Me and Simmer are proud to be from Scarborough … with ‘Hockey 
Night in Canada’ there, you can’t write this stuff up,” a smiling Bunting 
said post-game. 

As for the career high in goals, Bunting said, “The main thing is, we got 
the win. I just hope I can keep helping the team out.” 

Keefe had placed his top three offensive stars — Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner and William Nylander – on separate lines. With the team 
struggling defensively, he reunited Matthews with Marner, and put 
Nylander back with John Tavares. 

The resulting jump in work ethic, speed and offensive puck possession 
had an immediate impact. The Leafs, outshot through the first two 
periods, scored five unanswered goals in the third period (two empty-
netters) and wound up outshooting Detroit 37-35. 

Rasmus Sandin scored with 2:51 remaining in the third period, his first in 
60 games, to put the Leafs up 5-4. That came off a terrific pass from 
Tavares, prompting Sandin to say: “That was John’s goal all the way. I 
had a lot of things going through my mind there … I had a similar chance 
like that in Los Angeles and missed. It’s just good that we got the win.” 

Marner scored into an empty net on the power play with 1:14 to go, 
extending his goals streak to a personal-best five games. 

Saving Mrázek: Leafs goalie Petr Mrázek got the start and wasn’t near as 
sharp as a week ago in a 3-1 win over the Islanders. The four goals 
against came on 33 shots, and he had periodic trouble with clearing 
rebounds. But he bounced back in the third, like the rest of the team 
team, to help preserve the victory. 

“I didn’t like a few of the goals I let in,” Mrázek said. “I think my strongest 
period was the third. We tied the game and they got some chances. but 
they didn’t score. I’m just glad we got the win. I have to clean up on some 
little mistakes and go from there.” 

Point taken: Morgan Rielly drew the assist on Pierre Engvall’s first-period 
goal and now has 30 helpers for the second time in as many seasons, 
and fifth in his career. It was also Rielly’s 22nd even-strength point, tying 
him with the Rangers’ Adam Fox for the lead among NHL defencemen. 
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Opinion | The Leafs shouldn’t make a single trade. They have to find out 
what they’re made of 

 

Damien CoxContributing Columnist 

Sat., Jan. 29, 2022 

Article was updated 11 hrs ago 

 

You know, the definition of insanity and all that. If something hasn’t 
worked time and time again, it only makes sense to try something 
different, right? 

For decades, winters in Toronto have usually included an anticipatory 
period for fans and observers of the Maple Leafs during which 
speculation has run wild about player moves the team could or should 
make prior to the annual NHL trade deadline. 

On some of those occasions, the Leafs were out of it and dumping 
players. More interesting, naturally, were the years when the club was 
acquiring a player or two, or three, thereby augmenting the roster in such 
a way that the chances of playoff success would be enhanced. 

Some years it was about making the eighth and final playoff spot and 
then maybe a little noise in the post-season. A couple of times — hello, 
Owen Nolan — it was about an acquisition that might help the team 
actually make a run at the Stanley Cup. 

Sometimes the deals were solid. Sometimes they were foolish. All we 
can state for certain is that none delivered the Cup, or a berth in the final. 
Since 2004, none even delivered a round of playoff success. 

Kyle Dubas, as most Leafs general managers in similar situations have 
tried before him, went this route again last year, adding Nick Foligno from 
Columbus for a first round-pick and a fourth-rounder as the Leafs finished 
first in the now-defunct North Division. Foligno contributed very little, and 
the Leafs went out in the first round again. 

So perhaps this year it’s time to do something different. To ignore all the 
voices calling for this player or that player to be acquired via trade. 

In other words, this is the year to do nothing. 

Most people would agree the Leafs have the basic talent and depth to 
win at least one round in the post-season. They do have the fifth-best 
winning percentage in the league, after all. It’s not about the talent on the 
roster; it’s about how that talent plays. 

So let the talent play. 

Part of the story with the Leafs for many years has been an annual 
search for that addition who will supply the missing ingredient or 
ingredients. Last year with Foligno, it was a supposed to be grit, size and 
toughness. With Nolan back in 2003, it was about adding a sniper, 
another scorer to complement Mats Sundin and Alexander Mogilny. 

But what if this year’s Leafs relied on the players they have, many of 
whom have been groomed and developed by the organization for years, 
to get the job done? 

This struck me Wednesday night when the Leafs were leading 3-1 
against Anaheim. The home team was finishing off a power play and all 
the stars were on the ice together: Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, 
William Nylander, John Tavares, Morgan Rielly. 

As the clock ticked down on the Anaheim penalty, all five were 
aggressively pushing for another goal and none were being responsible, 
at a point in the game where another goal wasn’t necessarily what 
Toronto needed most. Sure enough, Jakob Silfverberg jumped out of the 
penalty box, the Ducks had a three-on-one break and Silfverberg scored 
to make it 3-2. 

The Leafs’ stars, it was clear, weren’t playing the game the right way. Or 
at least they were too focused on offence to have the proper focus on 
defence, the kind of balanced approach required in the playoffs. That 
balance wasn’t there when Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield were gifted a 
two-on-none break in overtime of Game 5 against Montreal last spring. 

Well, if that’s how those top Leafs are going to play, it won’t matter what 
additions Dubas is able to make by the March 21 deadline. There’s no 
chance if the stars won’t do all the dirty jobs necessary to win, if they’re 
just going to play on the wrong side of the puck when it suits them. 

Instead of bringing in others, doesn’t it make a lot more sense to make it 
clear to those players already on the roster that the onus is on them, and 
entrust them with that responsibility? 

Every time you go elsewhere to add an element, you’re essentially telling 
those players they don’t have to do certain tasks that they may not want 
to do. You’re shifting the responsibility away from them. 

Management believed it had to add Foligno because Matthews et al 
didn’t have the necessary compete level to advance past the first round, 
and that turned out to be a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

If the Leafs’ core had played to their talent levels in the playoffs last year, 
Toronto would have beaten Montreal. But Tavares got hurt, while 
Matthews and Marner underachieved. If that happens again, you can 
expect the result to be the same. 

If this current group is healthy and doesn’t underachieve, it is entirely 
capable of beating anybody in the Eastern Conference, including Florida 
and Tampa Bay. So after years and years of thinking that adding players 
was the way to get further in the playoffs, and then learning year after 
year that wasn’t the answer, now is the time to change and let this team 
show what it can do the way it is. 

If it works, you’ve shown what this roster can do when more is 
demanded. 

If it doesn’t, you’ve learned pretty much all you need to know about your 
core group, and you haven’t sacrificed more draft picks or prospects for 
the information, giving you more tools to adjust the roster. 

Might Dubas stand pat? It seems unlikely. GMs always prefer action to 
inaction. It’s easier to explain and defend. 

But maybe that’s exactly what he should do. Put the onus on this roster, 
on these players. 

It’s about time. 
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Bunting's goading ways paying off for the Maple Leafs ... Clune grateful 
in reaching 700 pro games 

 

Terry Koshan 
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Michael Bunting has had a share of a certain National Hockey League 
leaderboard and no one, apparently, has bothered to tell him. 

Through games on Friday, the proof that Bunting’s shift-disturbing ways 
continued to make an impact for the Maple Leafs could be measured in 
the penalties the winger has drawn. 

At five-on-five, Bunting was tied with the best player in the game, 
Edmonton Oilers superstar Connor McDavid, with 23 penalties drawn. In 
all strengths, McDavid had drawn 26, with Bunting right behind him with 
25. 

“I didn’t know there was a leaderboard for that,” Bunting said on Saturday 
before the Leafs met the Detroit Red Wings at Little Caesars Arena. “I 
just try to bring my game every night and go to those tough areas. 

“If I draw penalties, I draw penalties, but it’s not something that I go into 
every game thinking I have to do.” 

One might think that the best players in the game would draw the most 
penalties, but that’s not true. At five-on-five, Bunting’s teammate, Auston 
Matthews, had drawn three minors; in Edmonton, Leon Draisaitl had 13, 
10 fewer than McDavid. 

The Florida Panthers’ Jonathan Huberdeau, tied with Draisaitl for the 
NHL scoring lead before games on Saturday, also had drawn 13. Alex 
Ovechkin of the Washington Capitals, who has achieved superstar status 
while rarely avoiding the fray, had drawn just five. 

In Bunting’s case, teammate Travis Dermott had a theory on the 26-year-
old’s penchant for getting the opposition to beat a path to the penalty 
box. There is a skill to it, Dermott figured, and we would agree. 

“I don’t want to say ‘rat’ by any means, but he loves to get out there and 
get in guys’ faces,” Dermott said. “With his work ethic, I think it gets on 
guys’ nerves a little bit. He’s never backing down from a battle, no matter 
how big the guy is. He does that so well. 

“He’s able to play his game without sacrificing any of our team play. He’s 
pretty good at doing it. The harder he plays and he keeps doing this, it’ll 
just keep happening.” 

Through his first 65 games in the NHL, Bunting said he had not been 
lectured by a referee on embellishment. 

“I’ve never been warned by a ref,” Bunting said. “I don’t want to embellish 
because that’s a penalty as well if I dive or something.” 

Among the Leafs, only one other — Wayne Simmonds, with 11 — had 
drawn more than 10 minors during five-on-five play. Next was Mitch 
Marner with nine, and John Tavares and Alex Kerfoot with eight each. 

KUDOS FOR CLUNE 

No one would argue that Rich Clune took a straightforward path to 
reaching a significant milestone. 

The Toronto Marlies captain, who has been candid about his battle with 
addiction and mental health issues and released a documentary on his 
life, Hi, My Name is Dicky, in 2020, played in his 700th professional 
game on Friday night in Belleville. It’s a career that includes 561 games 
in the American Hockey League and 139 in the NHL. 

“To be able to say I’ve played in 700 games between the American 
league and the NHL, it’s a huge honour,” Clune told the Toronto Sun on 
Saturday. “To play for Toronto, every day that goes by, I try to live in 
gratitude. There is a lot for me to take away. 

“I’ve been around for 15 years, so I have been available for, you could do 
the math, well over 1,000 games. A lot of healthy scratches, some 
injuries — I fought through a lot to get to where I am today.” 

The respect for the 34-year-old Clune runs deep in the franchise. The 
Toronto native has been a part of the organization since 2015-16, when 
he played in 49 games for the Marlies and 19 with the Leafs. In the 

ensuing years, Clune has become a valued mentor and one who could 
work in a similar vein once his playing days are done. 

“The best way to describe him is as a competitor in all facets of his life,” 
Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “He’s a guy that continues to drive our 
organization, not just the Marlies. He spends time with the Leafs 
throughout the off-season, trains with our guys, is with us through training 
camp. Every time he’s around, he’s making people better through his 
spirit, his energy and his overall competitive drive.” 

For Clune, thinking of the people in the organization who helped him 
along the way such as Keefe, Kyle Dubas, Lou Lamoriello, Mike 
Babcock, Laurence Gilman, Marlies assistant coach A.J. MacLean, 
coach Greg Moore, director of high performance Rich Rotenberg, brings 
a smile.  

For players such as Leafs defenceman Travis Dermott, the impact of 
Clune’s leadership is clear. 

“Rich is probably one of the best role models that you could ask for on a 
team,” Dermott said. “And I think that’s probably part of the reason that 
he’s still here and has been here so long, is because the team knows 
what a hidden gem we have with Dicky. 

“He has always been there for me personally, on and off the ice, which I 
can never thank him enough for. Being able to see him reach this 
milestone is huge.” 
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Michael Bunting's hat trick helps Leafs flip script with third-period 
comeback win 

 

Terry Koshan 

6-8 minutes 1/29/2022 

 

Hockey Night in Scarborough, indeed. 

And Michael Bunting hit one out of the park for the Maple Leafs on 
Saturday night. 

During an evening that his hometown was featured on CBC’s Hockey 
Day in Canada, Bunting recorded his second hat trick in the National 
Hockey League, helping the Leafs recover to beat the Detroit Red Wings 
7-4 at Little Caesars Arena. 

Bunting had two goals in third, when the Leafs blew apart a two-goal 
deficit and scored five unanswered, including empty-netters by Mitch 
Marner and John Tavares. 

“It was a pretty special night for me and Simmer (teammate Wayne 
Simmonds), growing up in Scarborough and having Hockey Night there,” 
Bunting said. “It’s funny, (Jason) Spezza said you can’t write that, getting 
a hat trick on Scarborough night. 

“It was a fun night to be a part of, the comeback and getting that win 
makes it even sweeter to be able to get a hat trick.” 

Bunting scored two goals in a span of 2 1/2 minutes — he has 12 this 
season, a career-high — with the second tying the game at 11:58 off a 
great pass from Marner. 

Rasmus Sandin’s first of the season was the winner at 17:09 and was 
was the result of a terrific feed from Tavares before beating Wings goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic. 
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“Bunts competed the entire night,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “A 
huge night for him. Fitting that he comes through like that (when 
Scarborough is being honoured), terrific to see for a guy who just 
competes out there.” 

Marner extended his goal streak to five games, marking the first time he 
has scored in five in row in the NHL. 

The Leafs appeared to be headed for what would have been an 
embarrassing loss before they found their footing. 

Detroit, which is not in a playoff spot and now is 13 points behind the 
Leafs in the Atlantic Division, used its speed to take it to the visitors in the 
first two periods. 

The Wings, who won the night before in Pittsburgh, held a 4-2 lead at the 
second intermission. 

Captain Dylan Larkin scored two goals, including the opener in the 
second minute of the first period, and a power-play goal late in the 
second. 

After Pierre Engvall tied the game for the Leafs in the first, Vlad 
Namestnikov took advantage of a large Petr Mrazek rebound to restore a 
one-goal Wings lead early in the second. Just 55 seconds later, Tyler 
Bertuzzi ripped a shot past Mrazek after a Marner turnover in the neutral 
zone. 

Bunting got his first at 12:07 of the second, tipping a Justin Holl shot, 
before Larkin scored at 15:54 after the Leafs were called for too many 
men. 

Keefe wisely went back to familiar lines as his team struggled in the 
middle period, reuniting Auston Matthews, Marner and Bunting on the top 
line, and Tavares between Alex Kerfoot and William Nylander on the 
second line. 

“Our best people made big-time plays in the third period,” Keefe said. 
“The most important thing was just to stop the bleeding defensively. 

“It’s a great win for us, not a great game for us, but a great win, no 
doubt.” 

The Leafs had a bumpy night in front of Mrazek, and the netminder 
wasn’t spectacular in his sixth game with Toronto, either. Jeff Marek 
reported on the television broadcast during the second intermission that 
teams have called regarding the possibility of acquiring Mrazek, but the 
potential for anything to happen trade-wise would not be until the 
summer, if at all. 

With Mrazek carrying a salary cap hit of $3.8 million US in the next two 
seasons, Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas would have to listen when 
the phone rings. The Leafs will need every penny to sign Jack Campbell, 
and a backup could be had at a cheaper price. Joseph Woll was good in 
an initial look this season and might be a viable option to be Campbell’s 
understudy in 2022-23 and beyond. 

Mrazek is bound to get another start before the all-star break in the 
Leafs’ back-to-back set with New Jersey on Monday and Tuesday. 
Campbell will start on Monday in Toronto. 

“Every game I have a chance to play, I’m happy, and try to do as best as 
I can,” Mrazek said. “It was a difficult first half of the season for me (with 
injuries). Every time I’m in, be positive and focused.” 
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Hot Marner looking to run goal streak to five games as Maple Leafs take 
on Red Wings 

 

Terry Koshan 

5-6 minutes 1/29/2022 

 

A stint in COVID protocol hasn’t derailed Mitch Marner’s ability to make 
an impact. 

In fact, it’s as though the Maple Leafs winger didn’t miss three games 
earlier this month after testing positive for the coronavirus. 

If Marner scores against the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday night, he will 
have scored in all five games since returning to the Leafs’ lineup. 

A five-game goal-scoring streak would represent a new personal best, as 
Marner had scored in four consecutive games twice before this season, 
both times coming in 2018-19. 

Two of Marner’s goals in the past four games have come on the power 
play, his first with a man advantage after going 100 games without one. 

“If anything, he has come back with a clear head,” Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe said on Saturday. “You get time away and you come back and you 
just go out and play. 

“If you were to go back and look at his shots and his chances, whether 
it’s this season or even last, if you’re looking at the power play, they’re 
pretty similar. It’s just that the puck has gone in for him. It’s great for his 
confidence to be able to have that production consistently since coming 
back.” 

The energy that Marner brings to each day on the job has provided a 
boost. 

“On and off the ice,” winger Michael Bunting said. “It’s fun to have Mitch 
back. He’s putting the puck in the net, which is really good for him.” 

The Leafs, with Petr Mrazek in goal against the team that drafted him in 
the fifth round in 2010, will look to extend a three-game winning streak on 
Saturday at Little Caesars Arena. 

Detroit could be a bit tired after playing on Friday night in Pittsburgh and 
beating the Penguins 3-2 in a shootout, but the Wings have had results in 
the second game of back-to-backs, going 3-4-1. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

While Marner will look to extend his goal streak, Bunting will keep doing 
what makes him effective — getting under the skin of the opponent. 

Through NHL games on Friday, Bunting had drawn 25 penalties this 
season, second in the league behind Connor McDavid, who had drawn 
26. 

“I didn’t know there was a leaderboard for that,” Bunting said. “I just try to 
play my game and play hard and if I draw penalties, I draw penalties. But 
it’s not something I go into every game thinking about.” 

A win against a Wings team that is nine points out of a playoff spot would 
give the Leafs a bit more breathing room in the Atlantic Division. In 
beating Arizona on Friday night, the Boston Bruins moved to within two 
points of the Leafs. The Bruins and Leafs are 7-2-1 in their past 10 
games respectively, though the Leafs have two games in hand. 
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A stint in COVID protocol hasn’t derailed Mitch Marner’s ability to make 
an impact. 

In fact, it’s as though the Maple Leafs winger didn’t miss three games 
earlier this month after testing positive for the coronavirus. 

If Marner scores against the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday night, he will 
have scored in all five games since returning to the Leafs’ lineup. 

A five-game goal-scoring streak would represent a new personal best, as 
Marner had scored in four consecutive games twice before this season, 
both times coming in 2018-19. 

Two of Marner’s goals in the past four games have come on the power 
play, his first with a man advantage after going 100 games without one. 

“If anything, he has come back with a clear head,” Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe said on Saturday. “You get time away and you come back and you 
just go out and play. 

“If you were to go back and look at his shots and his chances, whether 
it’s this season or even last, if you’re looking at the power play, they’re 
pretty similar. It’s just that the puck has gone in for him. It’s great for his 
confidence to be able to have that production consistently since coming 
back.” 

The energy that Marner brings to each day on the job has provided a 
boost. 

“On and off the ice,” winger Michael Bunting said. “It’s fun to have Mitch 
back. He’s putting the puck in the net, which is really good for him.” 

The Leafs, with Petr Mrazek in goal against the team that drafted him in 
the fifth round in 2010, will look to extend a three-game winning streak on 
Saturday at Little Caesars Arena. 

Detroit could be a bit tired after playing on Friday night in Pittsburgh and 
beating the Penguins 3-2 in a shootout, but the Wings have had results in 
the second game of back-to-backs, going 3-4-1. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

While Marner will look to extend his goal streak, Bunting will keep doing 
what makes him effective — getting under the skin of the opponent. 

Through NHL games on Friday, Bunting had drawn 25 penalties this 
season, second in the league behind Connor McDavid, who had drawn 
26. 

“I didn’t know there was a leaderboard for that,” Bunting said. “I just try to 
play my game and play hard and if I draw penalties, I draw penalties. But 
it’s not something I go into every game thinking about.” 

A win against a Wings team that is nine points out of a playoff spot would 
give the Leafs a bit more breathing room in the Atlantic Division. In 
beating Arizona on Friday night, the Boston Bruins moved to within two 
points of the Leafs. The Bruins and Leafs are 7-2-1 in their past 10 
games respectively, though the Leafs have two games in hand. 
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Ralph Mellanby, hockey broadcast icon, dead at 87 
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Ralph Mellanby, executive producer for a golden age of televised hockey, 
is gone. 

The man who injected life into Hockey Night In Canada, giving such 
names as Dick Irvin Jr., Howie Meeker, Brian McFarlane, Dave Hodge 
and Don Cherry their platform and winning a host of awards including five 
Emmys for Olympic Games coverage, including 1980’s Miracle On Ice, 
died Saturday at age 87. 

Ironically, his passing comes on one of HNIC’s most ambitious annual 
broadcasts, the celebratory Hockey Day In Canada. 

“I, and the large HNIC family, past and present, are saddened by the 
death of Ralph,” Hodge tweeted. “Ralph took a chance on this untested 
26-year-old in 1971 and showed confidence in my ability to fill the host’s 
role properly for 16 years.” 

Though few saw Mellanby’s face on screen, the Hamilton-born, Windsor-
raised son of a newspaper editor would have immense influence on the 
game and its principal media genre. 

“Ralph is to television what the Orrs. Howes and Gretzkys are to hockey,” 
writer Mike Brophy penned in the introduction to Mellanby’s 2007 book, 
Walking With Legends . “Along the way, he worked with some of the 
biggest names in the game; players, coaches, general managers and TV 
personalities. Ralph met stars, made stars and became a star.” 

He was a baseball prospect of note, but became a part-time prop boy at 
CKLW in Windsor, moving up to cameraman and floor director. 

“First time I stood in front of a camera, Ralph was standing behind it,” 
recounted Irvin in a 1999 Sports Media Canada tribute to Mellanby. “It 
was 1961 at the fledgling station, CFCF-TV, in Montreal. Ralph was an 
experienced floor manager and I was a very inexperienced rookie 
sportscaster.” 

In 1966, HNIC wanted to enliven its show, particularly the Canadiens’ 
telecast,   and offered the first executive producer’s job to the innovative 
Mellanby. He recalled being worried he’d asked too much when he 
requested free gas money and moving expenses, but the post became a 
20-year passion. 

Mellanby pushed for state-of-the art-technology, including Meeker’s 
famous telestrator, and directional microphones. The show got its own 
logo, powder blue sports jackets for the hosts and gradually new bodies 
to fill them. 

Sad day today. Ralph Mellanby, who was Executive Producer of #HNIC 
for 19 years, passed away this morning. He was a Canadian TV legend, 
a true game changer. A Visionary who influenced so much of how our 
business played out in the 1960s,70s and 80s. 

“They told me we had to be a leader in the industry,” Mellanby said. “That 
was the only mandate I ever got from the heads of marketing and 
advertising. We had to be the best show and the leader in Canadian 
sports television.” 

“Ralph introduced both Meeker and Cherry to a nation-wide audience 
which was completely unprepared for their unique approach,” Irvin 
added. 

Cherry became larger than life. In his book, Mellanby recounted the 
game at the Forum when one of Cherry’s Boston Bruins badly lost a fight 
to a Canadien. Perceiving Hockey Night would show a half dozen 
highlights of the one-sided gore, Cherry stormed the 150 feet from his 
bench to the rink level control room. 

“Next thing I knew there was someone standing behind me with a hold on 
my shirt, screaming ‘I guess you’re gonna replay that one, eh?’ 
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“All the while I was thinking to myself ‘who’s running the Boston bench’? I 
could see Don’s 13-year-old son Tim, the stick boy, standing alone. I 
looked Don straight in the eye and said ‘we don’t replay fights’ (Mellanby 
had been told by a child psychologist that repeating them projected a 
cartoon image for impressionable young viewers). 

“Don left. I always tell people from that moment on, I knew Don wanted to 
be on TV.” 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Mellanby would go to bat for the controversial Cherry in his early out-
spoken segments, as he did for Meeker and play-by-play man Bob Cole. 
In 1976 during the Super Series tour by Red Army, Cole became 
enraged when the Russians would not continue in a rough game against 
the Flyers. Cole, who’d worked in Moscow in 1972 when the odds were 
stacked against Canada, got carried away shouting “they’re goin’ home!” 
Cole told the Toronto Sun he thought Mellanby would fire him that night. 

“I said ‘I’m so sorry. I blew it, let my emotions get in the way.’ Ralph said: 
‘That’s the best two minutes we’ve had in years. Don’t ever apologize for 
it.’” 

Around that time Mellanby was hired for his first Olympic hockey 
broadcasts, later to entail the Americans dramatic win at Lake Placid and 
to run the entire 1988 Winter Games in Calgary, including new wide 
lenses for ski jumping and   rolling track cameras for other events. He 
also supervised Canadian Open golf and tennis, the Canadian Football 
League, Major League Baseball (both Expos and Blue Jays) and was 
vice-president of MacLaren Advertising from 1969 to 1977. 

His wife Janet passed in 2001 and he’s survived by former NHLer son 
Scott and daughter Laura. 
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Maple Leafs report cards: Michael Bunting's hat-trick sparks a comeback 
win 

 

Omar White 

11-14 minutes 1/30/2022 

 

This could have been a game where you look at the performance of the 
goaltender and blame a loss on him. This could have been a game 
where you look at the play in front of the goaltender and blame that. But 
an explosive third period propelled the Maple Leafs to a 7-4 win over the 
Red Wings. That doesn’t absolve the 50 or so minutes of shaky play 
before the comeback but this was by far one of the most exciting games 
the Leafs have had all season. 

First Star  

Michael Bunting  

His second career hat-trick and his first in a Leafs uniform. Bunting 
scored his 10th of the season, and the third goal in five games, in the 
second period off a high-slot deflection. 

Once the third period started, the gloves came off for Bunting and he 
scored two more. His second was another deflection off Auston 
Matthew’s shot and in a great display of hand-eye, he turned to his right 
and bunted the puck out of the air. 

Bunting’s third came off some excellent work from Mitch Marner but he 
stayed with him heading to the net and tied the game. 

It has to be a great feeling for the Scarborough kid to performe like this 
during Hockey Day in Canada from his hometown. 

Second Star  

John Tavares  

Tavares was really strong on the puck allowing him to keep the puck 
alive and bumping it east or west to an open linemate. Whether it’s along 
the boards or in the slot, it was difficult to knock the captain off the puck. 
His pass to Rasmus Sandin is a perfect example of that as he fights off 
Nick Leddy, turns and finds Sandin.  Tavares also joined in on the goal-
scoring with a well-fought empty-netter. 

Third Star  

Mitch Marner  

The playmaker was more of a shooter this game not hesitating to let the 
shots fly, even blue line slap shots. One of his better shots came off of a 
shorthanded scoring chance he created by blocking a pass in the Leafs 
end. Marner turned it on in the third period. He began to dig in more and 
fight for his space down low and off turnovers and his assist on the 
Bunting goal was magical. 

His goal wasn’t as dynamic as his previous four in this hot streak, but five 
goals in five games — including three power play goals — is another 
piece of evidence that Marner is rounding out his offensive game. 

Player Reports  

A 

Pierre Engvall  

For a large portion of the game, Engvall looked like the Leafs’ best 
player. He was skating hard, dumping pucks in the zone and fighting for 
the space down low. He displayed great positioning in the slot to block 
the passing attempts in his own zone and immediately transition into the 
offensive zone. Engvall’s chip and chase play lead to a scoring chance 
for Jason Spezza and he was later rewarded with a goal off the knee to 
tie the game. 

B+ 

Auston Matthews 

Who would’ve thought we’d be telling Matthews to shoot more? It wasn’t 
completely warranted as Matthews had a shaky start to the game 
overpassing on opportunities where he’d usually shoot and not doing 
enough on Larkin’s opening goal off the Morgan Rielly pinch. Matthews 
looked more like himself after the Engvall goal with shots on net — 
including a rare slap shot in stride — and using his skating to put himself 
in better positions around the net. The points started to come for 
Matthews in the third getting two assists on both of Bunting’s goals and 
he is now in the top 20 of most points by a Maple Leaf. Oh, how time 
flies. 

Jason Spezza  

This was the most noticeable Spezza has been. The fourth line enters 
the zone quickly and can generate decent chances off the rush. They’re 
getting to a point of knowing where they’re going to be as well and 
Spezza’s bump of the puck to Engvall in the neutral zone was an 
example of that. 

Rasmus Sandin  

Sandin ripped off the “I’m the only one who doesn’t have a goal” sweater 
tonight getting his first of the season. As he admits, Tavares did a lot of 
the work on it, but it’s good recognition from Sandin to play lower in the 
zone and give himself an opportunity to receive the pass. 

I also liked the way Sandin used his body. They aren’t crowd-activating 
destructive blows but instead, subtle braces in open ice that allow him to 
take the hits and make the play. It’s also impactful in one-on-one plays 
on players entering the zone. 
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Justin Holl 

The Red Wings were buzzing after making it 3-1, keeping the puck in the 
offensive zone and constantly recovering on their shots. Lucas Raymond 
nearly had an empty cage to score the team’s fourth of the game and 
along came Holl to block it and deny the goal. 

Like many on the team, Holl finished with two helpers, both on Bunting 
goals where the first was a primary assist as his point shot was re-
directed. 

B 

Alex Kerfoot  

Kerfoot walks away with two helpers tonight, the first to Tavares by 
winning the battle against Gustav Lindstrom and sliding the puck over 
while the second was a beautiful saucer pass right over Leddy’s stick to 
Marner. 

William Nylander  

It looked as if he started to spark Matthews a bit when Keefe scrambled 
the lines again as they started to create together. Nylander had a quiet 
but steady game defensively and I liked the way he recovered in the 
neutral zone. Additionally, Nylander keeping the puck deep in the 
offensive zone was a contributing factor on the Sandin go-ahead goal. 

Wayne Simmonds  

Simmonds wasn’t as noticeable as his two linemates but he benefitted 
from the strong skating style the line brought. I thought his strong work 
along the boards and behind the net was key in the trio being able to 
keep the puck in the zone and maintain the cycle. 

David Kämpf  

Kampf looked better when Keefe went back to the old lines. I think his 
game is more complementary to Ilya Mikheyev and Ondrej Kase who 
also work the boards and make short passes to safer areas. Aside from 
another strong performance in the faceoff dot (75 percent), Kampf also 
walked away with two assists. 

Ilya Mikheyev  

There was a bit of bad luck for Mikheyev as he took a shot off the wrist 
and went to the Leafs bench. Luckily he returned for the second period 
and was noticeable on his first shift back stealing the puck from Mortiz 
Seider in the defensive zone and getting a shot on net. Mikheyev nearly 
had a tap-in goal for himself 

C+ 

Morgan Rielly  

The simple shot on net play resulted in assist number 30 for Rielly. Rielly 
also earned his 31st assist on the Marner empty-net goal making the 
initial pass to Kerfoot on the zone exit. Jumping in the rush wasn’t as 
perfect as it usually is for Rielly as the first goal for Detroit came off an 
aggressive pinch in the offensive zone. 

C 

Ondrej Kase 

Although I didn’t think Kase showed much tonight, there were some 
bright spots before the lines re-shuffled. The unwillingness to give up on 
the puck is always there as Kase dove for the puck in the offensive zone 
and maintained possession for Matthews to find Bunting. 

Travis Dermott  

Dermott had a good play on Larkin heading to the net, which was a 
tendency for the Red Wings captain tonight. He was also in the middle of 
the heated scrums at the end of the second period. There are too many 
times when Dermott is caught flat-footed and beat wide. 

C- 

Timothy Liljegren  

Not the best performance for Liljegren. He had an ill-advised pass in the 
Red Wings zone that could’ve ended poorly and had a pretty bad screen 
on Petr Mrazek contributing to Larkin’s second of the game. It’s the No. 1 
rule of playing the front of the net: either block it or get out of the way. 

Petr Mrazek 

With a 5-2-1 record against the Red Wings and a busy schedule up 
ahead, it made sense for the Leafs to give Mrazek the start against his 
former team. Mrazek’s rebound control was off and there were many 
times when he was fighting the game and losing track of the puck. This 
isn’t all on him as the team wasn’t the best defensively. However, Mrazek 
made it too easy at times for Detroit to capitalize on their opportunities. 
He did make some important saves and the Leafs don’t come back 
without them. 

D 

T.J. Brodie  

Brodie didn’t look himself and was relatively loose defensively. His timing 
was off with his stick checks which didn’t help when trying to defend 
Larkin on the opening goal and he lost his gap on him later on off the 
Raymond passing play. Brodie played a direct role in the Tyler Bertuzzi 
goal as it started with his neutral zone turnover. 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: C 

It’s hard to focus on the negatives of the game given the theatrics of the 
ending, but the Leafs looked bad the majority of the game. It got to the 
point where it looked as if they were cursed. Turnovers, bad decisions 
with the puck and, for the most part, they looked as if they couldn’t keep 
up with and/or handle Detroit’s speed which is frustrating considering 
they’re on the second half of a back-to-back. On the other hand, when 
the Leafs stopped trying to be fancy and got back to the basics of getting 
pucks to the net and fighting for their space, they started to have 
success. This easily could’ve been one of those games where they push 
but the goaltender stonewalls them for the remainder of the period, but 
they found a way and won. 

Where do the Leafs go from here?  

Thankfully, this stretch of the games every three or four days is over and 
the Leafs are back at it Monday at home against the Devils. The Devils 
are another team for the future and out of a playoff spot. They have 
young stars who can score though are lacking structure and reliable 
goaltending to be contenders. This should be a good way to start off a 
busy run of games the Leafs are about to get. Sheldon Keefe might want 
to take video from the remaining 10 minutes of tonight’s game and run it 
over and over so the team understands what contributes to winning 
hockey and what doesn’t. 

Tweets of the Night  

The Toronto Maple Leafs are like a box of chocolates. 

Apologies to Raymond and Seider, but Michael Bunting is the rookie of 
the year now. 

Those are the rules. 

Omar White is a hockey contributor for The Athletic whose main focus is 
game coverage of the Toronto Maple Leafs. He has regularly contributed 
Leafs coverage to SB Nation. 
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Lassi Thomson's turn to get a long look on the Senators top defence 
pairing 

 

Ken Warren 

Publishing date:Jan 29, 2022 

 

Beyond the goaltending storylines Saturday — John Gibson stole one for 
Anaheim and why wasn’t Matt Murray playing for Ottawa? — the 
intriguing auditions for a prime position on the Senators defence 
continues. 

In the past several weeks, former first-round picks Lassi Thomson, Erik 
Brannstrom and Jacob Bernard-Docker have been given legitimate shots 
to showcase themselves as Thomas Chabot’s right-hand man. 

It was again Thomson’s turn in the 2-1 loss to the Ducks. 

On the heels of his career-high outing of 23 minutes 27 seconds in 
Thursday’s shootout loss to the Carolina Hurricanes, which included 
some overtime ice, Thomson played 23:03 against against Anaheim. At 
even strength, on the power play, during the penalty kill, Thomson was 
on the ice in all situations. He threaded the needle with a brilliant pass to 
set up Tyler Ennis for the lone Senators goal. 

“Even between whistles, I try to tell him he’s able to do that,” Chabot said 
of Thomson beginning to assert himself offensively. “He’s such a good 
skater and sees the play so well on the ice. Obviously, when you’re 
getting called up (from the minors), you don’t want to be the guy making 
the mistake or anything. I’ve been there. We all know how that feels. At 
times, I try to help him. I think we can be a very good pairing together. 
We can move the puck really well, like you saw a few times (Saturday). 
We can hold the puck in the offensive zone and move around and make 
some good plays. 

“Just the more we play together, we’ll get even more used to each other 
and become real solid.” 

Now the question is whether Thomson will stay there when Brannstrom 
comes out of COVID-19 protocol, perhaps as early as Monday versus the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

Brannstrom, who has looked sharp after moving to Chabot’s right side 
from his previous left defence spot, has topped more than 20 minutes in 
his past four games. 

And, just to add another wrinkle to what the future of the defence could 
look like, Bernard-Docker had a few spins alongside Chabot before he 
was re-assigned to Belleville of the American Hockey League. 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith offered a mixed assessment of 
Thomson’s play. 

Amid the frustration of being outscored 1-0 while outshooting the Ducks 
34-8 in the final two periods, Smith says there’s still some work to be 
done before Thomson becomes a solid two-way blueliner. 

Like the Senators, the Ducks are loaded with young talent. Defending the 
likes of Trevor Zig-Zag Zegras — there was no lacrosse goal against the 
Senators — is a challenge. 

“(Thomson) passes the puck, he makes a lot of good plays,” Smith said. 
“He’s got to continue to work on his play away from the puck, off the rush 
… his awareness of the rush and what’s happening out there. But you 
can see with the puck and the way he passes and the way he shoots, 
he’s at an NHL level.” 

Losing sucks at the best of times and there’s an open question about 
why Anton Forsberg drew the goaltending start ahead of Murray, who 
has looked sharp while going 3-0-2 in his past five starts. 

But, considering the circumstances of their 13-24-1 record and laundry 
list of ailments, giving Thomson, Brannstrom and Bernard-Docker the 
chance to sort it out between themselves has been fun to watch. 

And who knows? The more each one shows, the more attractive each of 
them becomes in a potential trade. 

Chabot is trying to be a mentor in the process of making all of them more 
complete, confident players. 

“I think I’m mostly trying to lead them,” he said. “I’m trying to play my 
game and trying to help the team have some success. Those are all very 
talented players.” 

Chabot went through the process himself, watching and learning from 
Erik Karlsson, gradually earning the trust of former coach Guy Boucher 
before becoming a full-time National Hockey League player. 

Now, of course, he leads the NHL in average ice time per game. He 
checked in at 29:16 on Saturday against the Ducks. 

He says it isn’t easy to find your way, knowing that the microscope is 
always on newcomers. 

Consider it a friendly and spirited competition, a game within the game 
for the 22-year-old Brannstrom and 21-year-olds Thomson and Bernard-
Docker. 

“Whenever you get called up or you didn’t play that much (the previous 
game), you don’t want to be the guy making any mistakes,” Chabot said. 
“We all understand that. But with just how talented they are, they just 
have to trust themselves and make some plays. They’ve been doing a 
great job with that.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Senators winger Mark Kastelic thrilled to make NHL debut 
Saturday 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Jan 29, 2022 

 

Normally, it’s safety first for Mark Kastelic . 

But, as the Ottawa Senators centre prepared for his rookie lap before his 
first National Hockey League game at the Canadian Tire Centre, he 
couldn’t find his helmet. He went through the warmup showing off his 
flow. 

“The warmup was kind of interesting for me,” Kastelic said after the 
Senators’ 2-1 loss to the Anaheim Ducks on Saturday afternoon. “The 
boys hid my helmet from me, so that was probably my welcome (to the 
NHL).” 

Hey, it’s all good-natured fun, and it was a moment Kastelic won’t soon 
forget. 

Yes, it was Hockey Day in Canada, but somewhere in Phoenix, Ariz., his 
proud parents were watching with wide smiles. Kastelic’s father, Ed , 
played 220 NHL games with the Washington Capitals and Hartford 
Whalers. 
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A former member of the Calgary Hitmen, Kastelic thought it was neat to 
face off against Anaheim centre Ryan Getzlaf, who also suited up for that 
Western Hockey League team. 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith let Kastelic know Friday he was going to 
play. Kastelic said: “I tried to keep a poker face when they told me,” but 
he called his father on the way home from the rink to share the news. 

The Coyotes told Kastelic on Twitter “his hometown is proud.” A nice 
touch. 

“It was unbelievable. I was super-pumped to get the news (Friday) at the 
rink, and I had all night to think about it,” said Kastelic, who was passed 
over the first time he was eligible for the NHL draft. “I was thinking about 
this moment my whole life, and it was something really special. 

“The guys really made me feel special and welcome since the moment I 
got here. It’s just a dream come true. The end of the result of the game is 
unfortunate, but I had a blast out there and it’s something I’ll never 
forget.” 

Kastelic, 22, was a fifth-round pick in the 2019 NHL draft. He has been 
on the Senators’ taxi squad, and, with centre Josh Norris sidelined with a 
shoulder injury, Kastelic was given the opportunity to suit up. 

He has five goals and six assists for 11 points with the American Hockey 
League affiliate in Belleville. 

Kastelic is the third Ottawa player to suit up for his first NHL game this 
season — defenceman Lassi Thomson and winger Egor Sokolov are the 
others — and the 152nd overall. 

Centres Colin White and Shane Pinto are already out with shoulder 
injuries, which means Chris Tierney was the only pivot in Saturday’s 
lineup who started the season with the club. 

“It’s a next man up mentality, but we’ve wiped out our entire middle,” 
Smith said before the game. 

Unfortunately, Kastelic’s parents couldn’t be here because of attendance 
capacity restrictions in Ontario. 

Kastelic skated on the fourth line with Clark Bishop and Sokolov. He 
played only six minutes 22 seconds because the Senators were pressing 
for a goal in the third period, but he is a hard worker and will earn the 
trust of the coaching staff. He will get more playing time in the future. 

“He’s absolute specimen of fitness,” Smith said. “He really takes it 
seriously. Conditioning will never be an issue for him, it’s going to be 
game speed and seeing if he can do it at the NHL level.” 

NORRIS ON THE SHELF 

The Senators want to get another opinion on Norris’ shoulder injury 
before they determine how long he will be out. Norris had surgery on the 
left shoulder during the 2019 world junior championship, so Ottawa’s 
medical staff is taking precautions. 

Norris won’t play until after next weekend’s all-star break. He hit the 
boards hard after a collision with Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov in a game 
on Thursday. The Senators remain hopeful he won’t be out for long. 

“We’re going to look at some specialists and some things like that,” Smith 
said. “Likelihood won’t play until (after) the all-star break and then we’ll 
see from there.” 

“We’ll have some kind of an announcement. We’re not 100 per cent sure 
where we’re at with it with MRIs and doctors. We just want to make sure 
that we get it right, but he won’t play.” 

Norris is the club’s leading goal-scorer with 18 this season. 

The club hopes to have winger Connor Brown (broken jaw) and 
defenceman Nikita Zaitsev back after the break. Blueliner Erik 
Brannstrom skated again Saturday after being in COVID-19 protocol. 

OFF THE GLASS 

The opening goal by the Ducks’ Rickard Rakell on Senators goaltender 
Anton Forsberg was really bad. Forsberg really has to make that stop … 
Thomson made an unreal pass to set up Tyler Ennis for Ottawa’s goal in 
the first period … It’s rare these days to see two fights in one game. Josh 
Brown dropped the gloves with Anaheim’s Buddy Robinson in the second 
period, while Adam Gaudette went toe-to-toe against Max Comtois of the 
Ducks in the first period. Brown and Gaudette get victories in both … 
Rakell’s goal was the 147th of his career with the Ducks. That tied him 
for sixth in franchise history with former Senators winger Bobby Ryan. 

THE LAST WORDS 

Had it not been for 44 saves from goaltender John Gibson , there’s no 
way the Ducks would have left the rink with two points Saturday. 

“He’s what I’ve been seeing since I’ve been here,” Anaheim defenceman 
Cam Fowler said. “Every year he’s been a huge reason why we’ve had 
success as a team, and he’s truly elite at what he does. 

“We have full confidence in him whenever we step on the ice. It’s no 
surprise what he’s doing. He’s incredibly gifted in what he does. He’s 
really a pleasure to play in front of.” 
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GARRIOCH: Undermanned Senators come up short against Anaheim 
Ducks 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

Publishing date:Jan 29, 2022 

 

Kicking off Hockey Day in Canada, the Ottawa Senators left their empty 
rink empty-handed. 

A shorthanded group of Senators outplayed the Anaheim Ducks in 
virtually every aspect of the game and deserved a better fate, but 
dropped a 2-1 decision Saturday afternoon at the Canadian Tire Centre. 

Only Tyler Ennis was able to beat Anaheim goalie John Gibson, but it 
didn’t help the Senators were 0-for-3 on the power play, while a less than 
stellar effort by backup goalie Anton Forsberg also cost Ottawa. 

The Senators were without top centre Josh Norris, who is out after his 
shoulder was injured in Thursday’s 3-2 OT loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. He’s out indefinitely, but the Senators are hopeful it won’t be 
for long. 

Ottawa outshot the Ducks 45-20, but couldn’t beat Anaheim goalie John 
Gibson when it counted as its second straight defeat. 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith knew it was going to be a challenge to 
score goals without Norris and winger Drake Batherson, the team’s 
leading scorer. 

“I thought we carried the play,” Smith said. “They scored on their one 
chance int the third period. Their goalie put a clinic on. We had 45 shots. 
You can try to come up with different reasons and plenty of excuses, but 
we had 45 shots and plenty of good looks. He’s the difference. 

“It’s unfortunate that we don’t have the guys. You lose this game and 
have to believe, if you have guys like Batherson or Norris, your power 
play probably gets you a goal. That’s the unfortunate part. We’ve got to 
find a way to scratch and claw and get points. It’s unfortunate. I thought 
we deserved at least one.” 
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Smith is right. The Senators did deserve a point, but it felt like 
everywhere they turned on Saturday Gibson was there to make the save. 

“Give Gibson some credit because he made some key saves at some 
key moments,” Senators alternate captain Thomas Chabot said. “He 
played a good game. I thought we played strong. We battled until the 
end. We had a lot of scoring chances we missed, but I thought overall we 
played a pretty good game.” 

The Ducks pulled out to a 2-1 lead at 3:42 of the third period on the 
strength of Troy Terry’s 25th goal of the season. 

He fired a snapshot that deflected off the stick of Senators defenceman 
Nick Holden and got past Forsberg. That goal came at the end of an 
Ottawa power play and from there Gibson shut the door to secure the 
win. 

The Senators’ power play didn’t help matters. 

“It’s a lot of guys in different places. We had our chances, we moved the 
puck really well, but everybody’s got to adjust to the new situation. As we 
get going and guys get used to be different positions, we’ll get it going,” 
Chabot said. 

Give this undermanned group of Senators credit, though, because 
through 40 minutes they were outplaying the Ducks and were in a 1-1 tie. 
They’re trying not to use injuries as a crutch. 

“We don’t want it to be an excuse,” Chabot said. “This is a big time and a 
big moment for some guys to step into different roles that they may not 
have been in before, with so many guys out. 

“Everybody wants to prove that we can do it and that’s something as a 
group we’ve got to start doing. Those guys are injured and there’s 
nothing we can do about it. We just have to focus on the guys we have 
and play games.” 

The Senators outshot Anaheim 18-4 in the second period alone. Ottawa 
did a good job of pushing the pace and preventing scoring opportunities 
on Forsberg. Gibson was solid in the Ducks’ net and he had to be or it 
wouldn’t have been close. 

Ennis scored the prettiest goal of the day. He used a spectacular 
spinarama move to tie it up 1-1 at 7:56 of the first period. Anaheim’s 
Jamie Drysdale is still wondering what happened after Ennis spun and 
fired the puck by Gibson. 

The opening goal by Rickard Rakell was a stinker. He beat Forsberg 
through the five-hole from the right faceoff circle on the visitors’ first shot. 
That was one Forsbeg had to stop, but he didn’t and it put the Senators 
in a hole at 6:19. 

It was the 29th time this season that the Ducks got on the board first. 

It was a little surprising to see Forsberg start, but he was also in net for a 
game  in Anaheim on Nov. 26, when the Senators lost 4-0. 

The save he didn’t make on Rakell turned out to be a big difference in the 
game even though the Senators got it back right away. 

“To a man, we’re playing hard, we were physical with a couple of fights, 
and we’re not an easy out,” Smith said. “We’re having a tough time for 
sure, but is it their goalie tonight? I think it is.” 

The Senators will play host to Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers 
on Monday night in the finale of a five-game home stand. 
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Game Day: Anaheim Ducks at Ottawa Senators 
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The Big Matchup 

Bobby Ryan vs. Ryan Getzlaf 

Dealt to the Senators by the Ducks in 2013, Ryan has only one point in 
his past five games and enters this one in a six-game goal-scoring 
drought. In nine games against the Ducks, Ryan hasn’t been particularly 
productive, with one goal and five assists. In 13 career games versus 
Ottawa, Getzlaf has seven goals and nine assists, so the Senators must 
find a way to shut him down. 

Five keys to the game 

1. Stop the skid 

The Senators have lost six in a row. In fact, they haven’t won since 
beating the Toronto Maple Leafs 4-3 at the Air Canada Centre on Jan. 
10. This trend has to end. 

2. Win at home 

The Senators haven’t won a home game since Jan. 6 against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. They’re 9-11-5 overall at Canadian Tire Centre, and that’s 
just not good enough. 

3. Get the saves 

Craig Anderson gave the Senators a chance to win with 37 saves against 
the Hurricanes in 2-1 loss Tuesday night. Viktor Rask’s goal on the 
power play wasn’t good, though, with his shot beating Anderson on the 
stick side in the third period. 

4. Goals from the scorers 

This hasn’t happened all season, but the likes of Derick Brassard, Matt 
Duchene, Bobby Ryan and Ryan Dzingel need to be more consistent. 
The Senators just haven’t been able to get the offence going. It has to be 
frustrating. 

5. Not so special 

It’s shocking to see how far the Senators have fallen with their power 
play and penalty killing. The power play is ranked 29th in the 31-team 
National Hockey League, and the Senators have more talent than that. 
The penalty killing hasn’t really improved, either. 
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The Athletic / Breaking down the NHL’s best and worst first lines this 
season 

 

By Harman Dayal  

Jan 29, 2022  

  

A dominant top line is one of the most important boxes to check if your 
team has serious championship aspirations. 

The last decade of Stanley Cup winners proves it — Tampa Bay 
(Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov), Washington (Alex Ovechkin), 
Pittsburgh (Sidney Crosby), Chicago (Jonathan Toews, Patrick Kane) 
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and Los Angeles (Anze Kopitar) were all led by star forwards driving elite 
results at the top of the lineup. And even if you don’t consider Ryan 
O’Reilly a superstar for the 2019 Cup-winning Blues, he was still driving 
superstar-like numbers for St. Louis’ first line which was outscoring 
opponents nearly two to one in 2018-19. 

Bearing this in mind, it seems worthwhile to analyze all 32 NHL teams’ 
first lines and see how they stack up compared to each other. Which first 
lines are dominating and which ones are significantly lagging? 

Before we dive in, it’s important to lay out our criteria for defining each 
team’s top line. I’m going to follow the same methodology as last season: 
We’ll identify the No.1 forward in average five-on-five ice-time as a proxy 
for the first line and then analyze the on-ice results. If that forward has 
missed a crucial chunk of games, he’ll be substituted for his linemate (eg: 
Mikko Rantanen for Nathan MacKinnon). 

The only exceptions to this proxy criteria will be when the ice-time is 
nearly the same but there’s a more appropriate choice for the top-line 
designation. That applies to teams like Seattle (Jordan Eberle instead of 
Alex Wennberg) and Vancouver (J.T. Miller instead of Bo Horvat). 

For measuring performance, we’ll begin by looking at the goals for and 
against differential when that first line takes the ice at five-on-five. As an 
example, it means that we’re looking at how many goals Edmonton 
scores and how many it allows with Connor McDavid on the ice at even-
strength. We’re using that as our measure instead of something like 
points because points can’t account for defense. Here are the numbers 
so far this season, sorted by the best goal differential rate. 

When I did this exercise last season, there was a really strong correlation 
where many teams with productive first lines were also near the top of 
the standings. That correlation isn’t as strong this season, though it’s 
worth mentioning that some elite teams like Tampa Bay and Vegas have 
had injuries to their best forwards. On the flip side, however, you can 
clearly see that teams struggling to produce at the top of the lineup are 
also in the basement of the standings. Every single one of the six worst 
teams on this table is also bottom-10 standings-wise. 

In dissecting the individual teams, Calgary jumps off the page. The 
Flames’ top line is NHL-best both offensively and defensively — a very 
rare combination. Johnny Gaudreau’s line has scored 43 goals and 
conceded just 11 — it’s completely bonkers, a pace that we haven’t seen 
from a top-line in a very long time. Given this, it’s no surprise that 
Gaudreau is in line to crack a three-figure points mark for the first time in 
his career and why Matthew Tkachuk is on pace for a 42-goal, 93 point 
campaign as well. 

Colorado and Washington shouldn’t come as surprises in the top five 
considering the star talent each club possesses. I don’t think anyone 
would have expected San Jose and Dallas to rank this high before the 
season started but both are hanging around in the playoff race on the 
back of breakout performances from budding elite power forwards (Timo 
Meier for San Jose and Jason Robertson for Dallas). Both are essentially 
one-line teams with the Stars really suffering from the fact that Jamie 
Benn and Tyler Seguin are in the midst of steep decline — both are on 
pace for fewer than 40 points this season. 

No. 6 and No. 7 on this list belong to Minnesota and Carolina. Both 
teams had a desperate need for elite forwards just a few seasons ago 
which has been satiated. Kirill Kaprizov is proving he’s worth every penny 
and more of the massive contract he signed last summer, scoring at a 
108-point pace. He’s helped unlock the best from Mats Zuccarello. 
Zuccarello’s never really profiled as a top-of-the-lineup producer — his 
career-high is just 61 points — but he’s on pace for 97 points. That duo 
has been so dynamite that it’s diminished the once glaring need 
Minnesota had for a top-line center. 

Carolina, meanwhile, has one of the most impressive top-nine groups in 
the NHL. They practically have a Line 1A and 1B that plays very similar 
minutes, one led by Sebastian Aho and the other by Andrei Svechnikov; 
both players are capable of taking games over singlehandedly. Metro 
Division defenders will fear the Canes for a long time with Aho (24), 

Svechnikov (21) Teuvo Teravainen (27), Martin Necas (23) and Seth 
Jarvis (19) all in the fold for years to come. 

The Senators have underperformed at a team level this season but they 
can take solace in the fact that some of their best young players have hit 
a new level. That movement has been led by Drake Batherson who’s 
comfortably cresting the point-per-game mark. Is this sustainable and 
has Ottawa found a contender quality top line to build around or will 
these youngsters fall back down to Earth a little bit? More on that in the 
next section. 

Rounding out the top-10 is the Panthers. Top-10 is a very good range to 
be in but I was surprised they weren’t higher considering they’ve been 
one of the NHL’s most unstoppable offenses. Aleksander Barkov’s line 
has been excellent but a closer look tells us that the Panthers are getting 
elite contributions up-and-down the entire lineup. That includes Florida’s 
second line trio of Jonathan Huberdeau-Sam Bennett-Anthony Duclair 
which has scored 15 goals and allowed just three at five-on-five. 

For Pittsburgh, the Sidney Crosby-Jake Guentzel duo continues to 
dominate; they’ve outscored opponents 22-12 in over 350 five-on-five 
minutes together. Both players ironically fly a little bit under the radar 
these days when we discuss some of the best players in the league. 
Guentzel isn’t just an excellent complementary top-line player — he’s 
one of the best goal-scoring wingers in the NHL — and Crosby’s scored 
32 points in his last 23 games after needing a few games to get back up 
to speed from a wrist injury that forced him to miss the start of the 
season. 

The Ducks are finally seeing the new guard start to take over. Trevor 
Zegras has scored at a 66-point pace at just 20. That’s impressive 
enough on its own, but Zegras has also driven play at a precocious level. 
The offense usually comes first and the complete two-way play-driving 
can sometimes take time to develop for blue-chip offensive prospects but 
Zegas has controlled an impressive 53.6 percent share of expected goals 
during his minutes. 

Next up, you might raise an eyebrow seeing Tampa Bay only slightly 
above league average but there’s an explanation for it. Point and 
Kucherov have each missed significant chunks of the season — so we 
can’t use them as proxies — after which we’ve had to use Anthony 
Cirelli. This means that Tampa Bay’s number is honestly more a 
reflection of its second line, which has performed very well considering 
it’s outproducing many top lines around the league. Cirelli had a bit of a 
down season in 2021 after generating some Selke Trophy buzz two 
years ago, but he’s bounced back admirably. That line’s best performer, 
however, has probably been Alex Killorn. Killorn’s on pace for 75 points 
in addition to owning a sparkling two-way profile. The Lightning might 
have lost the third line that made them so special, but they’ve still got two 
lines in the top-six that can blow you out of the water. 

Beneath Tampa, the Red Wings and Predators clock in at a very 
respectable rate. Detroit’s been a pleasant surprise even if it likely won’t 
make the playoffs this year. The accelerated improvement has come in 
large part because of Lucas Raymond’s arrival and the impact it’s had on 
the club’s top line. Raymond’s been an instant hit but Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Dylan Larkin have both unlocked a new gear; the latter two are both a 
point-per-game and scoring at a 40-goal pace. 

Many thought this season might represent the beginning of the end for 
the Predators but they’ve continued humming along quite nicely. 
Nashville’s hung around well in large part due to a resurgent season from 
Matt Duchene. Duchene scored just 13 points in 34 games last season 
but he’s rebounded with 21 goals and 40 points in 41 games this year. 

The Blues are intriguing, as their first line ranks only 19th in goal 
differential. It frankly doesn’t matter for St. Louis because the likes of 
Jordan Kyrou, Robert Thomas, Vladimir Tarasenko and Pavel 
Buchnevich have been outstanding in other parts of the lineup — few 
teams boast that kind of top-nine depth. For the Blues to make another 
deep Cup run, however, I think they’ll eventually need the O’Reilly line to 
return to the dominant force it was during the last championship run. 
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O’Reilly’s offensive numbers have dipped but I think the bigger impact 
has been felt from a two-way perspective. In the 2018-19 Cup-winning 
season, O’Reilly’s line outscored opponents by 24 at five-on-five. This 
season, O’Reilly’s line is only plus two. A deeper look beneath the 
surface reveals that he’s not controlling defensive play as well as he was 
in his Selke Trophy-winning campaign. In fact, there’s been a gradual dip 
in his two-way form over the past couple of seasons. 

O’Reilly’s allowed fewer than two goals against per hour in every season 
as a Blue up until this one where the goals against rate has ballooned to 
2.46. In his first couple seasons in St. Louis, O’Reilly was practically 
Patrice Bergeron 2.0 — he dominated possession, scoring chances and 
goals at both ends of the ice. That impact has slipped to the point where 
the Blues are getting outshot and outchanced with O’Reilly on the ice and 
the advantage in terms of actual goal differential is much slimmer than it 
used to be. 

Buffalo clocks in at 22nd which is modestly better than I think a lot of us 
would have expected after an offseason where the club lost Jack Eichel 
and Sam Reinhart. Tage Thompson’s breakout has been instrumental in 
that. He’s been shifted to center and seems to have found the right fit 
where he’s allowed to just express his offensive game as opposed to 
maybe before when people would look at his 6-foot-7 frame and expect 
him to play a more abrasive, physical style that wasn’t in his nature. 

The Canucks are lower on this list than most of the team’s fans would 
have hoped for. They were among the NHL’s leaders in this category in 
2019-20 when the Lotto Line (J.T. Miller-Elias Pettersson-Brock Boeser) 
was an elite driver. This is the second year in a row where Vancouver’s 
disappointed on a ranking like this despite owning high-end forwards. 
Most of that responsibility falls on Elias Pettersson who’s scored just 24 
points in 43 games, although he’s shown signs of potentially breaking out 
recently with five goals in his last six games. 

Winnipeg’s a disappointment at 26th. It’s not that Mark Scheifele’s line 
can’t create enough offensively, they just give up way too much back 
defensively (3.21 goals against per hour). That will show in the next 
section too where that line’s expected goals against rate is league-worst 
among first-lines and reflect just as poorly as the actual goals against 
numbers. 

There aren’t a lot of surprises at the bottom of the list. Seattle and 
Arizona just don’t have enough high-end talent. There wasn’t really a 
proper proxy for the Devils’ first line because Jack Hughes has missed so 
much time with injury. They’re in a similar spot as Tampa where we’re 
essentially looking at their second line’s results — the Devils will surely 
rocket up this ranking in years to come, especially with the type of 
breakout we’re seeing from Hughes now. 

Goal differential drives wins and losses so it’s by far the most important 
way of measuring a line’s even-strength success. But in small sample 
sizes like half a season, luck and bounces can dramatically influence 
results. This is where we can lean on an expected goals model for a 
sanity check. This analyzes the quality of chances generated for and 
against and calculates how much on-ice production there should be 
assuming league average finishing. 

Expected goal models are a much better measure at an overall team 
level than first lines because elite players are so skilled that they can very 
easily outperform the expected numbers, so obviously take these results 
with a grain of salt. I don’t put a ton of stock into these numbers at 
individual line levels — you have to be careful about how you interpret 
things because they can’t account for passing/pre-shot movement — but 
it’s helpful for situations where there are massive discrepancies between 
process (expected goals) and results (actual goals). 

I’ve also included each line’s PDO as another reference point. PDO is the 
sum of a team’s shooting clip and save percentage. PDO typically 
normalizes to around 100 range over large samples at a team level but 
since we’re looking at first lines that can finish at an above-average clip, 
it’s not unusual for some lines to maintain a PDO a tick or two above 100. 

Toronto’s top line has underperformed in terms of goal differential. When 
you look under the hood though, it’s abundantly clear that it’s mostly a 
matter of bad luck. Auston Matthews’ line has dominated possession and 
high danger looks — controlling nearly 62 percent of five-on-five scoring 
chances per Natural Stattrick. Matthews’ line is actually scoring its fair 
share offensively at 2.85 goals per hour, they’re just not getting saves at 
the same rate as they usually do. 

Matthews is conceding quality chances at the lowest rate of his career. In 
the two years before this, his expected and actual goals were nearly 
perfectly aligned, this year there’s a significant difference — that’s usually 
a sign that something’s up. That “something” can be traced back to the 
fact that Leafs’ goaltenders have been below .900 with Toronto’s top line 
on the ice when they’re usually in the .920 range. Once that reverses, 
Toronto’s top line will be back dominating in terms of actual goal 
differential like it usually has. 

Edmonton’s a similar example of being unlucky. The Oilers have the best 
player in the world and yet their goal differential was middle of the pack in 
the first chart. McDavid’s creating even-strength shots and quality 
chances at the best rate of his career but because of some poor luck 
finishing wise (just a 7.3 percent on-ice shooting clip), his line’s scoring 
less than three goals per hour at five-on-five for the first time in his NHL 
career. When McDavid’s line is piling up five-on-five chances at a career-
best rate but finishing actual goals at a career-worst rate, you can bet it’s 
just tough luck that will turn soon. 

Chicago’s in a similar boat in terms of misfortune though not quite to the 
same extent. The Blackhawks’ top line isn’t controlling play by expected 
goals very well but that’s never stopped Patrick Kane in the past from 
helping his line outscore opponents– he’s one of the special playmakers 
who can consistently outperform these models. Kane and the Hawks’ top 
line has suffered this year though. Some of that is due to Kane’s even-
strength play-driving continuing to slip. Most of it derives from the fact 
that his line is converting shots at a sub-7 percent clip when it’s usually 
been in the 10-11.5 percent range in the three seasons before this one. 

Boston’s also looked better through this expected goals lens than the 
actual goal differential in the first chart. Considering how talented David 
Pastrnak and Brad Marchand are as finishers, you can bet that’s just a 
sign of a tad bit of misfortune that should improve. 

Los Angeles, led by Anze Kopitar, has deserved a better fate too. 

Elsewhere, Calgary’s top line is legitimate. They’re dominating offensive 
zone time and piling up the chances, but that dominance has been aided 
by Flames goalies giving them .959 goaltending when they’ve stepped on 
the ice. In other words, expect Gaudreau’s line to continue doing special 
things offensively but it’s obviously unrealistic to expect them to continue 
allowing barely a goal against per hour defensively. 

Dallas and San Jose also quite clearly aren’t flukes for landing that high 
on the first chart. Meier and Robertson (with the help of Joe Pavelski) 
aren’t just excellent scorers, they’re also play-driving beasts. 

Ottawa’s young guns are also worth watching. They’re only middle of the 
pack in controlling play and unlike say the Capitals, they’ve yet to prove 
they’re a trio that can consistently outperform expected goal models. In 
light of this, it’ll be interesting to see if Josh Norris, Batherson and Brady 
Tkachuk slow down at all. 
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The Athletic / How to build an analytics department: Montreal Canadiens 
(and others) prepare to join NHL’s push into big data 

 

By Marc Antoine Godin 
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The news conference introducing Kent Hughes as the Canadiens’ new 
general manager lasted 45 minutes. 

In that time, neither Hughes nor executive vice-president of hockey 
operations Jeff Gorton was asked a single question about analytics. But 
that didn’t stop the two men running the Canadiens from referencing 
analytics four times. 

Hughes described analytics as “very important,” following a script Gorton 
used when he was first introduced to media in Montreal. 

“Starting with the analytics, I think we need to build that out better, to 
modernize it,” Gorton said on Dec. 3. “I do believe in analytics, and I think 
that the way the game has gone, I think it’s a big piece of information that 
you need to have and so I would like to build out a staff.” 

It’s an area in which the Canadiens have some catching up to do. If the 
NHL’s 32 teams were ranked by their level of investment in and use of 
analytics, it’s safe to predict Montreal would be somewhere in the bottom 
third. 

Still, there’s a chance to make up for lost time. 

“I think it can be closed quickly,” said Eric Tulsky, Carolina Hurricanes 
assistant general manager and one of the NHL’s most reputable 
analytics experts. “Right now, where most teams are, there is some 
building you have to do to get things in place, but a lot of what 
differentiates teams right now is the extent to which they have integrated 
data into their decision making, and that doesn’t necessarily take a long 
time. It just takes communication and understanding.” 

The Canadiens are not alone in trying to bolster an analytics staff. 

Last week, the Vancouver Canucks added data analyst Rachel Doerrie, 
who previously worked for the New Jersey Devils and once wrote for The 
Athletic. That hire brought the Canucks’ department to four employees, 
and president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford, who was hired on 
Dec. 10, said this week he plans to double the size again. 

The Buffalo Sabres have also strengthened their statistical analysis 
department since Jason Karmanos was hired as assistant to GM Kevyn 
Adams in April. The Sabres added Sam Ventura (a transfer from the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, like Karmanos) to lead the department and hired 
data scientist Domenic Galamini Jr. in October after receiving more than 
300 applications. 

These are just two examples of several teams making hires. 

The Athletic’s Shayna Goldman maintains a running list of NHL analytics 
staffers found on team registers. 

Until now, the Canadiens have suffered from a lack of interest in 
analytics, as well as a lack of continuity in the people tasked with 
exploring the topic. The list linked above shows the Canadiens have 
three people loosely connected to analytics. Those three employees also 
carry other important jobs in the organization. Vice-president of hockey 
operations and legal affairs John Sedgwick is someone with progressive 
ideas on analytics who could be involved in building this new department; 
Mario Leblanc is the team’s video coach; and Adam Douglas, sports 
science and performance director, is charged primarily with overseeing 
conditioning, biometrics and injury prevention. 

Some consultants have also been hired as contractors to handle more 
practical applications of analytics. 

But there is little value in looking at the past; the focus now is on the 
future. 

Change can happen quickly. As recently as 2014, the Toronto Maple 
Leafs attended the old school, with Brian Burke and Dave Nonis in the 
front office and Randy Carlyle as coach. In the span of only two or three 
years, the Maple Leafs became innovators. 

“Montreal — given the financial strength of the organization, and if they 
are open-minded enough — has the chance to be the most forward-
thinking organization when it pertains to this in the league,” said Doerrie, 
who spoke to The Athletic prior to being hired by the Canucks. 

During a game in 2019, then-Devils GM Ray Shero noticed a 
discrepancy of four shots on goal between his own count and the tally 
displayed on the scoreboard. 

“He made me go upstairs to talk to them about it, and I got upstairs in the 
second period,” Doerrie said. “And the guy that was in charge of tracking 
shots was busy sorting the color of his Skittles during the game. So I’m 
like, ‘This is why we don’t have good data; because we have Skittle 
sorting happening.’” 

The changing nature of statistical analysis in the NHL, however, goes 
well beyond the potential for human error. 

For the past year, the league has been using tracking technology, 
embedding chips in the pucks and shirts of the players and opening up a 
new world of possibilities. The league is in the process of migrating from 
a data set that was limited to what the human eye could see to one that 
can produce a million data points per game. 

Winning in analytics requires finding people who can crack the code, in a 
sense, and mine the important information out of files that are extremely 
dense. 

Eventually, the teams with good data engineers on staff will be able to 
pull the most relevant information and use it to indicate, for example, 
which plays have the most influence on generating scoring chances or to 
calculate how much time the puck spends in certain critical areas of the 
ice. All of this could lead to changes in how teams play and how coaches 
devise their systems. They will be able to work better within their own 
strengths and weaknesses. 

“I think if you look at the NBA, where they’ve had similar tracking data, 
there’s been an extraordinary amount of knowledge about how basketball 
works, basically extracted from that data by teams’ analytics staffs,” said 
an NHL executive who requested anonymity. “So I would anticipate that 
we’re going to get a lot out of that. 

“If it works in basketball and teams find edges, and if it works in soccer 
and teams find edges, why wouldn’t they do it in hockey?” 

We are still at the embryonic stage of this technology. This is the first 
season in which data generated from puck tracking is being gathered. It 
could take years before solid conclusions can be drawn and changes 
implemented based on that data. 

We don’t know when exactly it will happen, but we do know that is where 
the NHL is heading. 

But on top of developing tactics and getting new information on players, 
analytics has become a vital tool in amateur scouting. 

The draft is a game of projecting young players’ career paths, and those 
projections are currently based largely on the experience of scouts. A 
scout will note how a player looks compared to others in terms of 
performance, strengths, physical attributes, etc. When using analytics, 
the projections will improve from year to year as algorithms become more 
detailed and follow the evolution of the game more closely than an aging 
scout’s eyes. 

As tracking technology becomes increasingly available, statistics should 
allow teams to develop better equivalency models to compare prospects 
playing in different leagues. On top of that, analyzing a player’s 
performance through data will allow teams to compare players to others 
who previously played in a given league. Knowing what became of 
comparable players in the NHL will help establish benchmarks. 

The data being collected today go well beyond statistics we’ve seen in 
the past. Today, teams can gather so-called microstats, which 
sometimes go multiple steps deeper. Puck recovery rates and pass 
completion rates, for example, offer new ways to analyze a game. But 
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those stats can be broken down even further to determine players’ and 
teams’ effectiveness in different areas of the ice. 

There will also eventually be a large data set built around player 
development that will take an enormous number of factors into account; 
development curves, weight gain over a given time, where a player was 
developed, etc. 

Scouts won’t stop scouring rinks across the hockey world, but teams will 
be able to rely upon a more complete picture instead of solely relying on 
what a scout saw in a 17-year-old player seven or eight times over the 
course of a season. 

“Some organizations that have added analytics people and used them for 
the draft have not only gotten some really talented players in the first 
round, but also players with a real future that will play in the NHL in later 
rounds,” said Thibaud Chatel, an analyst who has teams in Switzerland 
and France as clients. “I think of the Kings since Rob Vollman arrived. 
There’s Carolina that has done well and Toronto always seems to find 
prospects that can plug holes in their lineup, despite their limited 
possibilities tied to the salary cap.” 

Every year, analytics firm Stathletes, run by Meghan Chayka, holds a 
competition called the Big Data Cup. Participants are provided with raw 
data they must convert into a project that offers, beyond the research, 
some actionable insights for a general manager or head coach working in 
hockey. 

In 2021, the raw data Stathletes gave the competitors was taken from the 
2019-20 season of the Erie Otters in the OHL. It looked like this: 

Last year’s championship-winning effort was the result of teamwork. 

Chatel used an article he  

Published on Hockey-Graphs as a starting point for his project. Then a 
team was assembled. 

Tyrel Stokes, a statistician, came up with models that were then coded 
by Brendan Kumagai, while Chatel and Mikael Nahabedian analyzed the 
results to determine the next steps in the process. 

“Often competitors were working alone for a competition like this while 
we were four,” Chatel said. “I think we had an advantage because of that, 
and that’s why we won.” 

There’s a parallel to be made here with NHL teams that have been slow 
to build their analytics departments beyond one or two people. These 
teams have typically asked one person to wear many hats. Today, teams 
are realizing that each of those hats requires a specialized person. 

Ideally, rather than asking the same person to sort all the data, to build 
statistical models, to analyze the results and to make them digestible for 
the hockey people, the NHL teams most invested in this work are looking 
for the best people to handle each of those jobs individually. 

Let’s look at how their roles can be split. 

The data engineer 

NHL teams are starting to see data coming from several sources. There 
is the data coming in from new player- and puck-tracking technology. 
There is data from companies such as SportLogIQ, which counts several 
NHL teams as clients, as well as the data collected at practice through 
wearable tech. 

The Canadiens, for example, have made strides over the last few years 
in building a database through the use of Catapult training vests, which 
measure an athlete’s micromovements at the rate of 1,000 data points 
per second. That information is then plugged into software that breaks 
down how much energy that athlete used, among other things. That data 
allow the team to better manage player workloads throughout a season. 

One of the biggest challenges facing data engineers will be to 
consolidate those mountains of information and make the data usable 
and digestible for the various departments of a team. 

But the amount of data to clean up and file is massive. Any organization 
that wants to take analytics seriously needs to build a robust 
infrastructure, and that will require data engineers. It is a job few teams 
have begun to work on. 

“It’s like the old saying: you can have it fast, you can have it cheap, or 
you can have it well done. You can have two of those three things, but 
you can’t have it fast, cheap and well done,” said the anonymous NHL 
executive. “What money lets teams do to a certain extent is kind of get 
extra people and shortcut a process. I still think that departments that 
have fewer resources can do very good work. But I do think that having 
that financial capacity does enable teams that are looking to build quickly 
to do that.” 

On top of the job of consolidating, a data engineer would also be charged 
with cataloguing data in their original state, so they are accessible for a 
variety of projects. 

For example, if the coaching staff has a pressing question on how many 
passes on average the team makes on the power play below the faceoff 
dots, the data team needs to be able to instantly isolate plays made in 
the offensive zone and plays made on the power play. But another 
question might pertain to time spent outside the offensive zone, so 
access to that specific data also needs to be immediately accessible. 

“A good data engineer will be able to know exactly what you are talking 
about and will be able to clean the data so that 99 percent of the plays 
will be relevant to what you want to do,” said Nahabedian, who manages 
analytics for the McGill University Martlets, in addition to the women’s 
team at AIK in Sweden and the Cégep Saint-Laurent Patriotes. 

Basically, the data engineer needs to act a bit like an archivist. 

This might not be the first person the Canadiens hire in building their 
analytics department, but it could be the toughest to find. 

“If you’re a good data engineer, you could work at almost any company, 
and you’ll make a lot of money right now,” said Stokes, who is completing 
his PhD in statistics at McGill University and works for the independent 
firm Zelus. “And I think sports are a little bit behind looking for those kinds 
of people. I think that’s where you can really have an advantage over 
other teams if you would put money there.” 

Tulsky admits that despite the piles of CVs he receives, being able to 
offer competitive employment remains a challenge for NHL teams. 

“This is an in-demand skill set that is commanding a very high wage in 
the market,” he said. “Part of the value of working for a team is your job is 
fun, and you enjoy what you do, and you get to be part of working for an 
NHL team. And that does provide value for people, and it makes them 
interested in the position even if we aren’t paying top dollar. But we still 
want to be in the same ballpark as market rate. Because if you’re not, 
you have people resenting it from the outset.” 

A source estimated the market salary for a very good data engineer is 
anywhere between $150,000 and north of $200,000 a year. 

The data scientist 

Stokes is a data scientist and the work he does for Zelus is not all that 
different than the research he does in pursuing his doctorate. The study 
of data leads a team to come up with hypotheses and questions that 
require answers. The data scientist is the one who builds statistical 
models to transform data into answers to those questions. 

“Often a good model should respond to at least one question, and 
depending on just how hard that question is to answer, you might be able 
to get away with doing something quite simple,” Stokes said. “You might 
have a model which is trying to give you some tendencies: Does this 
player like to skate on the left side or the right side of the ice, or 
something like that. You could have a model for something simple like 
that, and you wouldn’t need something super complicated to get an 
answer to that. …  But the more complicated the questions you want to 
answer, and the standard for how well you want to answer that question, 
often that’s going to lead to things that are more complicated.” 
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Teams are looking increasingly toward data scientists to build these 
models while also having a good knowledge of hockey. At the same time, 
an analytics department would ideally be composed of people coming 
from different backgrounds with varied training. The specialists we spoke 
with were unanimous: Having people from diverse professional 
backgrounds provides a variety of points of view and allows the group to 
look at problems from several angles. 

Stokes, for example, works with people in sports who have already 
worked with databases built for animal tracking. 

Whether we are talking about a leopard in the bush or a Panther in 
Florida, it comes down to essentially tracking a living being. 

The analyst 

It’s all well and good to want to generate answers with numbers, but first 
you need to ask the right questions. This is the type of thing that is at the 
heart of the work of a data analyst. 

In the NHL, it is perhaps at this level where hockey knowledge becomes 
most important. Data analysts interpret the results the models spit out 
and transform that information into something useful for the coaching 
staff or whoever else might need it. 

“You can have all the nice fancy data people that you want,” Doerrie said, 
“but if their information doesn’t get understood by the hockey people, it’s 
completely useless.” 

In Montreal, Hughes wants to avoid having his hockey operations 
working in silos. While we are talking about data and statistics, there are 
humans exchanging that information. Part of the challenge is finding 
people who can work with others and communicate complex statistical 
ideas to the coaching or scouting staff. 

“Data can tell you a lot about what’s going on on the ice, how people are 
performing. It cannot necessarily tell you very much about why they’re 
performing to that level,” Tulsky said. “And you have to use the coach’s 
knowledge about what’s driving the players and what will make them 
continue to be effective.” 

For his clients in Switzerland, Chatel fills this role. Before each game, he 
provides coaches with a scouting report on their opponent, their transition 
game, special teams, player usage, goaltender tendencies, etc. The 
reports are packaged as 10 PowerPoint slides that can be digested in 
five minutes. 

As for Nahabedian, he presents the information he gathers to the 
Martlets by cutting video, because he says that is the language hockey 
people use most. But at the NHL level, that can also be done through 
easy-to-use software. 

The developer 

Goldman’s list, linked above, reveals that several NHL teams employ 
developers, who also help in the process of communicating data. They 
create interfaces and software that allow everyone in the organization — 
not only analysts, but coaches, management, even the owner — to 
access data in a comprehensible way. 

If an analytics department is like a chain, then the developer is often the 
final link. 

“If we didn’t have somebody collecting and storing the data, which is 
Matt’s job, then there would be nothing for Margaret to research,” said 
Tulsky, referring to members of his department in Carolina. “And if we 
didn’t have Margaret doing research, then there would be nothing for 
Kevin to build software to show people. And if we didn’t have Kevin 
building the software, then nobody would see the information except for 
our group. I think all those pieces are needed. 

“And the analyst, whose job is to go over the data, develop, report, and 
communicate out to the rest of the organization what they can learn from 
it, is also an important piece. Right now, I primarily fill out that role, but in 

a larger organization, there would be one or two or three people 
dedicated to that.” 

If you are only using analytics to evaluate players in the NHL, then filling 
three or four of the jobs mentioned should allow a department to do a 
good job. But if you want to use them in the amateur draft and if you want 
analytics and the entire hockey operations department to work in 
harmony, the analytics team can become quite large. 

At least eight people work in analytics for the Maple Leafs, which is still 
light years away from the 30 or so people employed by the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

“A baseball staff will have people working on development specifically, 
they will have people working specifically on the draft, they will have 
people working on bench strategy specifically,” Tulsky said. “They have 
bigger staffs than we do now, but I imagine that we’re headed down the 
same path they are.” 

But no matter the size of the group, or whether that person is called a 
director or something else, an analytics department needs to have a 
leader. If that person has an enticing vision to communicate to 
prospective data engineers or scientists, he or she is more likely to 
attract them and hire them. 

“I think the first hire you want is somebody that’s going to lead it and 
going to help you make the right hires going forward,” Stokes said. “And 
that’s always a big problem. If you have a team with no experience, you 
can’t just get them to hire six people off the bat if they don’t know what 
they’re looking for. So you need to kind of hit the gold spot on the first 
person, and then that person can help you get everyone else.” 

There are currently a couple of Montreal natives working in the NHL with 
enough experience in analytics to serve as directors. In fact, that is the 
position Arik Parnass holds with the Colorado Avalanche. Another would 
be Christopher Boucher, who was once vice-president of hockey at 
SportLogIQ and is currently employed by the San Jose Sharks. The 
Canadiens would likely need to give him considerably more responsibility 
than he currently has in San Jose to be able to bring him home. 

For the Canadiens, with greater financial resources available than most 
of their competitors, there is no reason not to invest in being on the 
cutting edge of any off-ice trend that is not limited by the salary cap. 
Analytics is definitely one of those things. 

But the investment is only part of it. Integrating the work of this new 
department into every facet of hockey operations will be the most 
important factor in its success. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With hometown in spotlight, Maple Leafs' Bunting erupts 
for storybook night 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

January 30, 2022, 12:14 AM 

 

“Not a great game for us, but it's a great win for us.” 

Sheldon Keefe succinctly summed up a game that jumped from sluggish 
and sloppy to slick and successful. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs were involved in yet another game that 
featured a blown 3-1 lead, but this time they were the beneficiaries, 
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storming all the way back from 3-1 and 4-2 deficits with a torrential five-
goal third period. 

All those goals will be the focus of Toronto’s 7-4 road victory, but Keefe 
pointed to a tightening of some loose defensive work that allowed for a 
character comeback. 

“Our best people made big-time plays in the third period,” said Keefe, 
reverting mid-game to a more loaded top six. 

“But the most important thing was just to stop the bleeding defensively.” 

In a match that lacked offence for the Leafs through 40 minutes, it was 
telling that two dirty goals from crease-driver Michael Bunting kept them 
close. 

A deft tip of a Justin Holl shot in the high slot and spin-and-whack of puck 
mid-air gave Bunting two on the night. Bunting completed his first hat 
trick as a Leaf off a beautiful pass from Mitch Marner, setting a new 
career-high in goals (12) — with Hockey Day in Canada being hosted by 
Scarborough no less. 

"It's funny. [Jason] Spezza was saying, 'You can't write that write that 
stuff up.' You know, I got a hat trick on Scarborough Night. So all the 
guys were kinda giving it to me and laughing. They were all really happy 
for me because of that. Me and Simmer [Wayne Simmonds] take great 
pride of being from Scarborough and representing that," Bunting said. 

Even with the Leafs’ best players starting slow, Bunting was fired up, 
firing a team-high seven shots and scrumming it up with the Wings at the 
conclusion of the second period to stir up some emotion. 

Travis Dermott chuckled when asked about his greasy teammate. 

“I don't want to say ‘rat’ by any means, but he loves to get out there and 
get in guys’ faces and work hard,” Dermott said. “With his work ethic, I 
think it just gets on guys’ nerves a little bit, you know? He's never backing 
down from a battle no matter how big the guy is.” 

Remaining Time -1:44 

Maple Leafs' Bunting notches first hat trick with team vs. Red Wings 

Petr Mrazek said he often teases Bunting that he can never score in 
practice. 

“Look at that,” Mrazek smiled. “He got three tonight.” 

If you’re going to bust a two-year, 60-game goal drought, it might as well 
be a third-period, comeback-completing game-winner. 

“Nobody likes to have a zero beside their name, no matter what position 
you play,” Keefe said. 

Yes, defenceman Rasmus Sandin was quite aware he was the only 
Maple Leaf heading into the game with a doughnut in the goal column. 

So when John Tavares outmuscled Nick Leddy for a loose puck in the 
slot, drew a crowd, then spotted a pinching Sandin cross-slot, the 
drought was quenched in style: 

“We just came with a different mindset in the third period,” said Sandin, 
who was greeted on the bench by some Auston Matthews good-boy 
head rubs. “I was very pumped up to get that goal.” 

Tavares and Marner each tacked on an empty-net goal, making the 
scoreboard appear more lopsided than the run of play. 

With Keefe shortening his bench in a desperate final 20 minutes, the 
fourth line of Pierre Engvall, Jason Spezza and Wayne Simmonds didn’t 
see a ton of ice. But they were the most effective trio early. 

Engvall got the Leafs on the board by driving the net, salvaging a soft 
first period, and that line outchanced the opposition 6-0. 

“Pierre has been good for us for a while now,” Keefe said. “We thought 
his presence down on that line with Spezza and Simmer would give them 
another element that could help them, and I thought it did tonight.” 

Keefe even rewarded that group with a rare offensive-zone draw coming 
out of a TV timeout during which he gathered the group for a rather 
spirited pep talk. 

This positive performance came on the heels of Spezza promising his 
unit would rebound. 

“I know that when we're at our best, the team needs us, and we can 
kinda control play against other fourth lines. So I think we're smart 
enough guys to know that we're not happy with where we're at in the last 
10-game segment. But the good news is there's lots of hockey left to be 
played, and we know how to get back to it,” Spezza said Friday. 

“We'll find our game. We'll get moving, and we'll make us a better club.” 

Milstein explained his fondness for the Jerry McGuire catchphrase Friday 
on Real Kyper & Bourne. 

“The ‘Show Me the Money!!!’ wasn't ‘Kyle Dubas, give me some cash!’ 
right? Because we haven't had any conversations about an extension, 
and we don't want to have it [now],” Milstein said. “Ilya is having a 
wonderful time playing good minutes on a very good, competitive team. 
‘Show Me the Money!!!’ was more of, ‘Finally, Ilya is scoring, like, almost 
at a goal per game.’ It was an exciting moment.” 

Why erase the tweet, then? 

“I quickly realized the perception that people thought I was going to 
squeeze some extra cash — and that wasn't my intention at all. ‘Show 
me the money’ is something I say every single time, and it's not 
necessarily the contract. It's like, ‘You’re doing great. We're going 
places!’” Milstein said. 

“You know what they say: When you drive a Mercedes, you're going 
somewhere. But when you drive a Ford, you already got there.” 

Milstein is hopeful Dubas took his cheerleading in stride and maintains 
he has a great relationship with the GM. The two will touch base on the 
potential of an extension at season’s end, but our bet is Mikheyev will 
secure his Mercedes money elsewhere. 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

With Jack Campbell seizing the No. 1 job in Toronto, the Maple Leafs 
have received some tire-kicking calls on veteran backup Mrazek, per Jeff 
Marek’s report Saturday. 

Conversations on Toronto’s long-term goaltending plan will be placed on 
the backburner until summertime, so Mrazek will have time to find his 
groove. (He’s scheduled to start again Tuesday in New Jersey.) 

Yes, the former Red Wing buckled down in the third, but his 4-2 record in 
Toronto is kind. 

In five of Mrazek’s six starts as a Leaf, he has recorded a sub-.900 save 
percentage. For a $3.8 million cap hit through 2024, everyone knows he 
has more to give. 

“We got the win, that's most important,” Mrazek said. “But obviously I 
want to work on those little mistakes that cause some goals.” 

A cooled-off Campbell, who has an .864 save percentage over his past 
five starts, will get the nod Monday at home against the Devils before 
heading off to the All-Star game later next week. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers see early returns from retooled lines in rout of lowly 
Canadiens 
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Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 30, 2022, 12:03 AM 

 

MONTREAL -- The verdict is in. 

If Connor McDavid and his linemates can provide some support scoring, 
the Edmonton Oilers might be all right. 

On a night where head coach Dave Tippett ran centres McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins on separate lines for the first time in 
a long while -- a shift in Oilers philosophy, made possible by the addition 
of left-winger Evander Kane -- the three trios produced in reverse order. 
Nugent-Hopkins’ third line scored three times, Draisaitl cashed twice with 
his unit, and McDavid’s winger Kane scored in his Oilers debut, a 7-2 
shellacking of the listless Montreal Canadiens. 

The fourth line closed out the scoring, just to put a tidy bow on 
Edmonton’s fourth straight win, as good a night as they could have 
imagined. 

“It’s one game,” said two-goal man Zach Hyman, “but it’s definitely nice 
to get contributions from all four lines. It makes it a lot easier on the big 
guys.” 

On a night when the Oilers were playing in an empty arena against an 
empty-hearted and under-staffed Canadiens club, you couldn’t have 
chosen a better night to run fresh line combos and break in a new player 
in Kane. The controversial signing became everyone’s favourite 
teammate when he opened the scoring -- the first time in a dozen games 
that Edmonton has scored first -- tipping home an Evan Bouchard point 
shot from the top of the crease just 11:21 into his first game as an Oiler. 

“Great to get on the board early, and everyone took off after that,” said 
Kane, who had the perfect low-stress game in which to work out the 
kinks in his first NHL game since May of 2021. “It’s been a long time. 
When you get to a new team and you’re being brought in to produce -- 
and you do, early on in the first game -- definitely it is a good feeling. The 
boys were telling me they hadn’t scored first in a long time.” 

So how did Tippett’s new line configurations work out? 

How about a seven-goal night for Edmonton where McDavid doesn’t 
even register a point? 

That’s like the Blue Jays scoring 12 and Vladdy going 0-for-5, or the 
Mavs scoring 120 with Luka Doncic on the bench. 

Unheard of? 

A three-line attack in Edmonton is something we haven’t seen since The 
Kid Line of Adam Graves, Martin Gelinas and Joe Murphy helped win 
their last Stanley Cup back in 1990. 

Forgive us for over-reacting -- and we know they still need a goalie -- but 
an Oilers team with Hyman and Nugent-Hopkins on the third line is a 
completely different animal from the club that was swept by Winnipeg in 
Round 1 last spring. 

“Just more depth,” said Hyman. “You saw how spread out the lines were 
today, and to be able to get contributions from all four lines… When 
you’re able to roll four lines it wears on teams. It’s not fun to play against 
when you have a new set of (players) who are dangerous every shift.” 

Remaining Time -1:15 

Kane glad to be back on ice, get first game under belt with Oilers 

How does he view playing on a line with Nugent-Hopkins and the beefy 
Zack Kassian? 

“Just being able to hold on to the puck, and having an extra second to 
make a play,” Hyman said. “Nuge is so dangerous, he finds the soft area 

where the other team’s coverage isn’t there. To be able to find him and 
get him the puck he’s a great shooter. If Kass and I can bang around in 
the corners and get him the puck, I think it’s going to be a pretty 
dangerous line.” 

Hockey is a game where the best teams find a new hero every night. 
Sure, there are goaltending issues here, and a team has to be able to 
defend. But in a 3-2 league, getting to three becomes a lot easier when 
you have McDavid on Line 1, Draisaitl on Line 2, and the duo of Nugent-
Hopkins and Hyman on Line 3. 

“Nuge, Kass and Hyman were maybe our best line tonight,” said Kane. 
“They finished their chances. If they can continue to do that -- and I’m 
going to get a lot better with Connor and (Kailer Yamamoto) -- I’m liking 
how things could possibly look here in the near future.” 

Edmonton scored three goals in a 2:30 span in Period 1, and the Habs 
went away. What a season for Montreal, opening with their goalie Carey 
Price leaving the team for the long-term, and their captain Shea Weber 
calling it quits, likely for good. 

Their season was over before it started, and falling behind 3-0 and 5-1 in 
front of an empty Bell Centre, this was an exercise in getting to the final 
horn for a Canadiens team that sits dead last in the 32-team NHL. 

And Edmonton? 

This was the start of something, not the finish. 

A balanced Oilers attack heads to Ottawa for a Monday game, feeling 
pretty good about itself. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers embarking on a culture change with Evander Kane 
signing – on the ice 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

January 29, 2022, 4:06 PM 

 

MONTREAL — The Edmonton Oilers embarked on a culture change 
Saturday night in Montreal, all because of Evander Kane. 

You can almost taste the irony in those words, can’t you? 

For years in Edmonton, it has always been about furnishing their 
superstars with the requisite wingers so they can be, well, superstars. It’s 
not an insult, simply the truth in most hockey cities: you supply your best 
centreman with your best wingers. And when you have both Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl down the middle, well, the result becomes a 
top-heavy team that lacks the necessary depth to be a true contender. 

“The perception of our team is,” began head coach Dave Tippett 
Saturday morning, “you’ve got the McDavid line, the Draisaitl line, and 
after that it’s just kind of pick 'em. We want to get to be a team where 
teams look at us and say, ‘They can throw four lines at you, with real 
good depth on all four lines.” 

And so, with the signing of a legit top-six left winger in Kane, Tippett 
made his move in Montreal, shifting Ryan Nugent-Hopkins to the third-
line centre spot and sending Zach Hyman along as his left winger. 

Those two have been top-six players here all season long. Now, 
alongside right winger Zack Kassian, that duo provides a third line that 
should be able to defend and produce a bit as well. 
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With two players of that pedigree on Line 3, we wonder if we’ll see 
McDavid and Draisaitl’s league-leading (among forwards) ice time come 
down Saturday night? 

“Our depth is as good as it’s ever been since I have been here,” Draisaitl 
said after the morning skate at the Bell Centre. “We all like to get our ice 
time, but Tipp is an experienced coach and we have a lot of good players 
on our team. We all have to accept our roles, and play as a team.” 

For me, this is a culture shift. A realization that, maybe Draisaitl and 
McDavid are good enough that they can get by with a third-line scorer 
such as Warren Foegele on their side. Or a guy such as Kailer 
Yamamoto, who is playing above his pay grade next to McDavid. 

Sort of the way Sidney Crosby has worked alongside Chris Kunitz, Bryan 
Rust, Connor Sheary, Pascal Dupuis or Max Talbot over the years in 
Pittsburgh. 

Here’s a couple of stats to chew on: 

In 14 combined NHL seasons before this one, McDavid (three) and 
Draisaitl have combined for four Art Ross Trophies and three Hart 
Trophies. In 31 combined seasons, Crosby and Evgeni Malkin have also 
combined for four Art Ross Trophies and three Harts. 

But Pittsburgh has won three Stanley Cups. 

So the Edmonton duo, in less than 50 per cent of the games, have 
equalled the Penguins stars when it comes to individual awards. But 
seven seasons in, have the Oilers even once been considered a legit 
Stanley Cup contender, the way the Penguins have annually been? 

Let’s be clear: That is not the fault of McDavid and Draisaitl, but instead 
an organization that has not built a contender around them. However, the 
Pittsburgh model left Crosby to make players out of guys such as Rust, 
Sheary, and of late, Jake Guentzel. 

Today, with the Oilers stars one-two atop all NHL forwards in both time 
on ice (per game) and shift length, Kane’s arrival has allowed Tippett to 
embark on a bit of a culture change. It starts with Nugent-Hopkins at 3C, 
and Hyman on his wing to help with faceoffs. Tippett is giving RNH — not 
one of the big boys — a top winger to play with. 

“They’re going to be effective because they’re three really good hockey 
players,” said Draisaitl. “I’m looking forward to watching them. I like what 
this line looks like.” 

But he admits it’s a bit different. And clearly, if it makes the Oilers a 
better, deeper, playoff ready team, Draisaitl is on board. 

“There are roles that need to be accepted, and we have a lot of really 
good forwards who need their ice time. Who need to play,” he said. “It’s 
going to take us a little bit of time to find the perfect role for everybody, 
but looking at the lineup, it looks good.” 

Look, when you have $21 million spent on your top two centres — and 
Nugent-Hopkins on a new eight-year, $41-million deal — you’re not going 
to be able to afford a Phillip Danault or Patrice Bergeron. Perhaps that 
elusive 3C has been in Edmonton all this time, though Nugent-Hopkins 
doesn’t necessarily fit the classic job description the way Danault, Guy 
Carbonneau, John Madden or Adam Lowry do. 

“The one key aspect of all those players you mention is they’re all smart 
players,” said Tippett. “They read plays well, and Nuge is in that 
category.” 

This is what had to happen in Edmonton, if the Oilers are ever going to 
win anything other than individual awards. And perhaps as a result, 
McDavid and Draisaitl don’t lead the league in points every year, or vie 
for every MVP award. 

But maybe, just maybe, increased depth (and a goalie somewhere down 
the road) means they challenge for the trophy that truly matters. 

And if that happens you can thank Evander Kane, who made it all 
possible. 
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TSN.CA / Marner's mind is clear and his shots are finally falling 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Little Caesars Arena on 
Saturday. 

In his first media availability after returning from the COVID protocol, 
Mitch Marner announced that he wanted to become more of a scoring 
threat.  

"I know I can score," he said on Jan. 14. "I got to make sure I get that 
mindset in my head and that's what I got to start bringing out more." 

The dynamic winger has proceeded to score in four straight games. He 
only had six goals in the first 26 games he played this season.  

"He's come back with a clearer head," observed head coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "You get time away and you come back and you just go out and 
play. He's scored some really great goals for us." 

This is the third time that Marner has scored in four straight games in the 
National Hockey League. If he gets on the board in Detroit on Saturday 
night he will establish a career-best streak.  

"Usually he's the passer out there," noted left winger Michael Bunting, 
"but now he's scoring so that's really good for us." 

Marner is still setting up goals as well. He has three assists in the last 
four games.  

"Mitch's on fire," said defenceman Travis Dermott. "He definitely makes it 
easier on us when he's buzzing like this." 

Marner has produced in every way since his return. He has scored while 
killing a penalty. He has scored at even strength. He has even scored on 
the power play. Marner had gone 100 games between man-advantage 
markers before ending the drought last week in New York. He added 
another power-play goal on Wednesday by beating Ducks goalie John 
Gibson on a one-timer from distance.  

"It is big for confidence," Keefe said. "He's taken that shot a number of 
times and it hasn't gone for him, so it's a good sign that things have been 
working out positively for Mitch. He certainly deserves it, because of the 
type of looks he generates not only for himself, but others." 

Marner finished with six shots on Wednesday, which was his highest 
single-game total since Oct. 27.  

Wednesday was also Marner's first game back on a line with John 
Tavares. The pair experienced success together in the past and that 
chemistry was apparent.  

"Mitchy's style of play, he just makes it so much easier for his linemates," 
Tavares gushed. "His ability to read the play, his poise and deception 
and the ability to draw people to him, he's just got eyes everywhere. He's 
just so good at finding the open man and making the right decision nine 
out of 10 times. Nine and a half out of 10 times. He's so good at it." 

Marner, though, sees room for improvement for the line, which also 
includes Ilya Mikheyev.  

"There were some plays we can talk about going forward and trying to 
find that F3 to escape pressure and get the puck with more control and 
then make plays off of that," Marner said. "We worked extremely well in 
the D-zone and didn't give up a lot."  
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'He's come back with a clearer head': Marner on fire since COVID 

Mitch Marner has scored in four straight games which includes two 
power play markers, his teammates talk about his recent scoring streak 
and hope it can continue tonight against the Red Wings. 

Since Keefe took over behind the bench, he has played Marner with 
Auston Matthews most of the time. When it's not Marner, it's usually 
William Nylander on the top line with Matthews. But with the Leafs trying 
out a new balanced alignment this week, Matthews currently finds 
himself flanked by Bunting and Ondrej Kase.  

"There's different dynamics," said Keefe. "Mitch has the puck a lot on his 
stick so Auston spends a lot more time moving around and trying to get 
open and finding space that way. Kase is more of a forechecker and he's 
going to go and get after the puck and create more loose-puck situations 
for Auston to be the guy with the puck. It creates more action in and 
around the net and we've seen Auston excel in that area as well." 

Kase is a former 20-goal scorer in the NHL, but he's not Marner, who 
was a first team all-star last year.  

"We've seen Kase's ability to make a play and do those things as well, 
but there's a lot more pucks available for Auston to handle and distribute 
and play a little more of a give-and-go game," Keefe noted. "We like that. 
Of course, he plays give-and-go quite a bit with Mitch as well, but Mitch is 
a puck-dominant player and there's some adjustment there for Auston in 
terms of playing with Bunting and Kase." 

Kase has proven adept at winning the puck back for his linemates.  

"On the forecheck, yeah, he goes balls to the wall and he ain't afraid of 
going to the corners," Bunting said with a grin. "He works hard and he's 
always on the forecheck. He's able to make plays as well. He's not just a 
grinder. He has a lot of skill to his game as well." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, shots favoured the Leafs 7-0 in the 11 minutes 
and 43 seconds that the Matthews line was on the ice in five-on-five play 
against the Ducks.  

Matthews has gone three games without a goal, which matches his 
longest drought of the season. It also happened once in November and 
once in October.   

Matthews does have three assists in the last three games.  

Line change allows Matthews to play more give-and-go style 

Sheldon Keefe discusses Auston Matthews games without having Mitch 
Marner or William Nylander on his line and Michael Bunting explains 
what kind of dynamic Ondřej Kaše brings to their line. 

Like Kase, Bunting brings a blue-collar element to the top line. The 
rookie's determination to chase the puck into dirty areas has allowed him 
to draw 25 penalties this season. 

Has Bunting been keeping track of that statistic?  

"No, I honestly can say, 'No I haven't.' I didn't even know there was a 
leaderboard for that." 

Bunting is second only to Edmonton's Connor McDavid (26) in penalties 
drawn this season.  

Dermott starts laughing when asked what makes Bunting so good at 
eliciting calls.  

"Well, ah, I don't want to say, 'Rat,' by any means, but he loves to get out 
there and get in guys' faces," Dermott said, "and with his work ethic it 
gets on guys' nerves a little bit. He's never backing down from a battle no 
matter how big a guy is and that gets guys edgy and they take a couple 
shots at him to try to get him off his game." 

Dermott points out that Bunting's style leads naturally to calls.   

"It works so well with his game without sacrificing any of our team play," 
Dermott said. "That’s almost a skill. It's a big aspect for our team that we 
love to see that out of him." 

Bunting stresses that he doesn't think about drawing penalties.  

"I've never been warned by a ref for embellishment," he said. "And I try 
not to embellish. I don't want to embellish out there." 

'I don't want to embellish': Bunting not keeping track of drawn penalties 

Michael Bunting has been drawing a ton of penalties for the Maple Leafs 
but says it isn't something he's looking to do each game. He just knows 
he has to get into the dirty areas and doesn't think there's any need to 
embellish because that could result in a penalty for him. 

The Leafs have blown multi-goal leads in five of their last seven games. 
However, they have still managed to win four of those fives games.  

"It's easy to get down when you give up a lead," Jason Spezza pointed 
out. "It's easy to feel like things aren't going your way or you've lost 
momentum. The group's been really resilient this year when things 
haven't gone the way we want them to go and just being able to flip the 
switch quick whether on a practice day and moving forward or collecting 
yourselves heading into an overtime."  

The Leafs are 20-0-1 when leading after two periods this season.  

"I just think there's been a lot more of a mature approach towards 
winning games," Spezza continued. "Some nights it's going to be clinical 
where you're dominating teams and everybody's happy and it looks good 
and everybody talks about how good you are and other nights it's going 
to be a little bit ugly and you find a way to win and you still drag those 
points out and you gain confidence from it." 
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