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Canes roll into the All-Star break on a win streak after 2-1 victory over the Sharks 

By Chip Alexander 

It was just the way the Carolina Hurricanes wanted to head into the NHL All-Star break. 

The Canes outlasted the San Jose Sharks 2-1 Sunday at PNC Arena for a fourth straight victory, getting the winning goal from Andrei 
Svechnikov with 3:46 left in regulation. Outfighting defenseman Brent Burns in front of the net, Svechnikov swept in a loose puck for 
his 16th goal of the season and his second game-winner in as many days. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen took it from there and will head to Las Vegas for the 2022 All-Star Game with 24 wins for the Canes, who 
sit in first place in the Metropolitan Division with a 31-9-2 record and 64 points. 

Andersen will join Canes center Sebastian Aho at the All-Star Game next weekend competing for the Metro Division team coached 
by Carolina’s Rod Brind’Amour. 

“I thought it was a great game overall,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought we defended well, the goalie played well. And then we created a 
lot of opportunities but didn’t quite cash in. We were around (the net) all night.” 

“It’s one of the better games we’ve played because we didn’t get frustrated. We stuck to want we wanted to do. It was a good test 
and I thought we answered it well.” 

The Canes’ Vincent Trocheck scored 4:36 into Sunday’s game for a 1-0 lead. The two teams then spent a lot of time hunting the 
next goal before forward Rudolfs Balcers tied it 1-1 for the Sharks at 3:36 of the third period. 

But that was all Andersen would allow, finishing with 27 saves and leaving Canes fans chanting “Fred-die, Fred-die” after being 
named the game’s first star. 

“This is the kind of atmosphere you have in the playoffs (and) the kind of games where they’re tight, 1-0, 2-1 games,” Trocheck 
said. “Those are the kind of games we want to win. We want to win 1-0, 2-1 and keep the puck out of the net as much as we can. 
This game was a good example of how we want to play.” 

The Canes emerged with a tough 2-1 win Saturday over the New Jersey Devils at PNC Arena as goalie Antti Raanta was in net 
and the game’s first star. The Sharks were coming off a 5-4 overtime loss Saturday at Florida in which goalie James Reimer faced 
50 shots. 

Reimer, who helped the Canes reach the playoffs the past two seasons, signed with the Sharks in the offseason as the Canes 
decided to go with Andersen and Raanta. He was making his first return to Raleigh on Sunday, much as former Canes goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic did with the Detroit Red Wings earlier in the season. 

Reimer was beaten early in the game when Trocheck jumped off the bench on a change, grabbed a loose puck in the neutral zone 
and used Sharks defenseman Marc-Edouard Vlasic as a partial screen when he released the shot. It was his 11th goal of the 
season. 

That was it until the third period as open ice or uncontested shots were hard to find. There was tight checking and players trying to 
make plays in tight spaces, and much of the game was played five on five -- both teams were 0-2 on the power play. 

Svechnikov’s goal came after Aho won a faceoff in the Sharks zone. Defenseman Brett Pesce got off a quick outside shot that was 
blocked in front of Reimer, and Svechnikov beat Burns to the puck. 

“It was my ice and I didn’t want to give it,” Svechnikov said. “It was a rebound and a lucky bounce for me and I put it in the net.” 

Andersen made some sparkling saves in the first period, faced just four shots in the second, and refused to be beaten late in the 
game when the Sharks pulled Reimer for a sixth attacker. 

Through the first two periods Sunday in a grinding game, the crowd might have been at its loudest midway through the first. The 
Sharks’ Jeffrey Viel shoved Svechnikov as the two were leaving the ice on a change and they thentumbled and fell through an open 
door at the Sharks bench as both were penalized for roughing. 

One of Reimer’s best saves came 19 seconds after Balcers scored for the Sharks early in the third, Balcers outwaiting Andersen 
with the puck before shooting. The Canes’ Jesper Fast had a good look to Reimer’s right but the goalie quickly made the stop. 

The Canes had some strong forechecking shifts in the third as Brind’Amour stuck with the lines he tweaked in the third period 
Saturday against the Devils. Reimer kept his cool and made the saves until Svechnikov jumped on the rebound.
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At midseason, the Hurricanes are who we (and they) thought they were. In a very good way 

By Luke DeCock 

The fans chanted “Fred-die, Fred-die,” as Frederik Andersen, 
one of many midsummer arrivals for the Carolina Hurricanes, 
came out for a curtain call. At the halfway point of the 
season, the serenade was a vocal and visceral reminder of 
just how precisely things have gone as planned after turning 
over a third of the roster. 

The playoff spots in the Eastern Conference are all but set 
with half the season to go, and as the Hurricanes head into 
the All-Star break off Sunday’s 2-1 win over the San Jose 
Sharks — their fourth straight win, all by one goal — a good 
chunk of the pressure is already being pushed ahead to April 
and beyond. 

Sunday had a little bit of that postseason kind of feel — 
closely played, with the Sharks dumping Andrei Svechnikov 
into their open bench door and knocking Seth Jarvis off his 
skates — but the Hurricanes never looked uncomfortable for 
a second. 

“It felt like playoff hockey there,” Svechnikov said. “The last 
couple games, three, four games, it was 2-1, very close 
scoring. It’s a grind game, we stuck with it, and that’s why it 
was a success tonight.” 

This much we know: The Hurricanes are who we thought 
they were, and they are who they thought they were. The 
moves they made in the offseason, the remodeling in net and 
layering of depth up and down the roster, have worked 
almost exactly as planned so far, even if the real answer is 
still some 40 games and beyond away. 

“We obviously like where we stand,” Hurricanes forward 
Vincent Trocheck said. “We’ve done a pretty good job in the 
first half, but there’s definitely room for improvement. We 
think we can get better from here.” 

It was hard not to notice the way Antti Raanta played 
Saturday in a 2-1 win over the New Jersey Devils, and how 
Andersen played Sunday, while Peter Mrazek, Alex 
Nedeljkovic and James Reimer gave up a combined 14 
goals elsewhere Saturday. (Reimer was excellent against the 
Hurricanes on Sunday for the Sharks.) 

There were some who found the decisions to trade 
Nedeljkovic and let Mrazek walk either confounding or 
concerning or both, even if the Hurricanes lost the 
goaltending battle in the playoffs. The early returns could 
hardly be better, even if Raanta has run into some of the 
injury issues that have slowed him elsewhere. Rod 
Brind’Amour likes two guys he can trust. At this point, he 
should have full faith in both. 

“Our record speaks for itself, and our record is that good 
because our goaltending has won us a bunch of games 
where we weren’t that great, or they were better, or 
whatever, it was even,” Brind’Amour said. “Yet we’re pulling 
out these victories because the goaltending has been that 
good. We’ve got a good team, but our goaltending has been 
a difference-maker.” 

And the Hurricanes have likewise successfully navigated 
Dougie Hamilton’s departure with the bargain reclamation of 
Tony DeAngelo, who so far has avoided here the personal 
pratfalls that bounced him from franchise to franchise to the 
waiver wire, and the addition of Ethan Bear, Ian Cole and 
Brendan Smith. 

As with Hamilton — whose presence in the building with the 
Devils, if not on the ice because of injury, was appropriately 
acknowledged Saturday — DeAngelo has established 
beyond a reasonable doubt his ability to run a regular-
season power play, even if he lacks Hamilton’s polish and 
versatility. As with Hamilton, his ability to handle the 
postseason remains an open question. The last time the 
Hurricanes saw DeAngelo in the playoffs, Sebastian Aho 
turned him inside out like a pair of socks. 

The combination of those questions and Bear’s post-COVID 
form could lead the Hurricanes to pursue another 
defenseman before the trade deadline in six weeks, but if 
not, the depth added in the summer is there. Cole and Smith 
have done what it said on the box when the Hurricanes 
grabbed them off the shelf. 

So has Derek Stepan at forward. And no one planned on 18 
points in 32 games from Seth Jarvis, who grabbed an NHL 
roster spot and never let go. Josh Leivo expected to be in the 
lineup when he signed in July, only to find himself behind 
Jarvis and Jesperi Kotkaniemi in the pecking order. Then 
again, he has three points in the five games he’s played. 

The Hurricanes navigated their COVID issues with aplomb in 
December and without being cut some of the same breaks 
as other franchises. (The Philadelphia Flyers finally ended 
their winless streak at 13 on Saturday, but if they lose the 
rescheduled edition of that bizarre postponement, it should 
go in the record books as 14.) 

This is how it was drawn up in July — or, in the case of 
Kotkaniemi, August. The Hurricanes were supposed to be 
one of the best teams in the NHL, and they have been. 

The real test awaits, for the goalies and DeAngelo and 
Brind’Amour and everyone. The Hurricanes have put 
themselves in a position, not just this season but the 
previous three, where making the playoffs and winning a 
round or two will no longer cut it. 

“We’re halfway through this race,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s 
another race we’ve got to get to later.” 

The hard part is still to come, 40 games in 87 days, a run to 
the finish that would test the depth of any roster in any year. 
For the Hurricanes, it’s a challenge, but it’s not a test. The 
real test is still a way down the road. This is all just a soft 
opening for the real show. 

It’s not just that the sky’s the limit for these Hurricanes. It’s 
that they’ve shown to this point anything else won’t be good 
enough.
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How much worse can it get for the historically awful Canadiens? Plus Capitals, Devils and 
more 

By Sean McIndoe 

There were a lot of good games this weekend, and it’s tough 
to pick out which one was the best. The Lightning and 
Golden Knights put on a show that had “final preview” vibes, 
although that one loses some shine for ending in a shootout. 
Panthers and Sharks was all sorts of fun. The Flames and 
Canucks served up something for you weirdos who like 1-0 
games. We had number retirements in Dallas and New York. 
The Kings and Penguins had their moments. You want the 
weekend’s best game, you could make a case for any of 
those. 

But the most fascinating games? That one’s easy. 

It has to have been Saturday’s showdown between the 
Oilers and Canadiens. Two teams whose seasons have 
gone off the rails, one of which seemed to be turning things 
around and still had something to play for. It was Evander 
Kane’s debut for the Oilers, signaling some new hope to go 
with all the trepidation that comes along with rolling the dice 
on a guy like that. Edmonton came in having won three in a 
row to creep back into playoff contention, but knowing that a 
loss to the lowly Habs would snuff out any momentum. The 
Canadiens were looking for something, anything to grasp 
onto, just a little bit of optimism for a team that’s well beyond 
crisis mode. 

Well, they held Connor McDavid off the scoreboard. There’s 
that. They still absolutely got their doors blown off, losing 7-2. 
It got just a little better the next night, when they kept it 
relatively close and lost 6-3. That was against Columbus, 
who are supposed to be bad, but nobody is bad against this 
Montreal team. Not the Blue Jackets, not the Coyotes, not 
you and your out-of-shape friends, as long as that one guy 
with the goalie equipment shows up. If not, maybe it stays 
close. 

So where do we go from here? We’ll start with what’s quickly 
becoming my new favorite tradition down in the bottom five 
section: the weekly Brutal But Accurate Arpon Habs 
Headline. This week’s entry is The ‘unwatchable’ Canadiens 
continue to re-define what rock bottom means to them. 

That might be underselling it. Montreal has given up 26 goals 
in their last four games, lost six straight, and also 12 of 13, 
and also 19 of 21 … good lord they’re terrible. I think I’d 
actually feel bad for them if I didn’t still have fresh scars. 

What’s gone wrong? Pretty much everything. Really, the 
2021-22 Habs are becoming the test case for what happens 
to a team when absolutely everything that could go wrong 
does, all at once. Most teams eventually have to deal with a 
string of injuries, or COVID-19, or their star goalie missing 
extended time, or their best defenseman being unavailable, 
or their young stars stalling out, or a key offensive blueliner 
falling off a cliff, or front office upheaval, or a lame-duck 

coach, or one of the most brutal road trips ever. But all of 
that happening at the same time?  You get this. And this is 
terrible. 

We’re at the point now where you wonder just how bad it can 
get. The worst season in 104 years of the franchise is 
certainly in play, and I’m sure the members of the 1939-40 
team are ready to pop champagne corks for that. Worst team 
of the cap era? They’re already on pace for that. Worst team 
in modern NHL history that wasn’t a recent expansion team? 
That one should be safe thanks to the 1989-90 Nordiques, 
but they still might have a shot at grabbing second place 
from a 1983-84 Penguins team that was openly tanking for 
Mario Lemieux. Oh, and the Habs are somehow doing this in 
an era where you get points for losing. It shouldn’t even be 
possible, but here we are. 

And sure, maybe at this point you just root for rock bottom. 
Maximize the lottery odds, clean out as much deadwood as 
possible, find a new coach in the offseason, get Carey Price 
back whenever he’s ready, and hope all this losing builds 
character for the young kids instead of ruining them. If you 
break a few records in the process, hey, who’s counting. 

Everything on the table. Except for the ping pong balls giving 
you Shane Wright, of course, because why would anything 
good happen in a season like this? 

On to the rankings. I bet you’ll never guess who’s holding 
down the number one spot in the bottom five? 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

A reminder that the All-Star break is almost upon us, 
meaning most teams only have a game or two this week. As 
for All-Star weekend, the skills competition returns on Friday, 
with the mini-tournament following on Saturday afternoon. 
Which division will take the crown, joining the list of past 
winners you have zero recollection of? Which players will still 
figure out a way to skip out on the whole thing over the next 
few days? Which player from the host city will be named 
MVP whether they deserve it or not? Will anyone actually 
try? Tune in and find out. Or don’t. 

5. Minnesota Wild (27-10-3, +35 true goals differential*) — 
The Penguins responded to their top-five debut last week by 
losing to the Red Wings, Kraken and Kings. OK, fine, hint 
taken, I didn’t want you at my party anyway. 

Instead, we’ll go back to the Wild for the first time since a 
couple of appearances in December. They’ve won five 
straight and Cam Talbot is back, and their games in hand 
mean the race for home ice in the Central isn’t anywhere 
near as close as it looks. Also, this guy seems good. 
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4. Tampa Bay Lightning (29-10-6, +28) — Their last game 
before the break is tomorrow against the Sharks, a team they 
recently beat 7-1, so that could be interesting. In more 
concerning news, this week we found out that Pat Maroon is 
the team DJ and makes them listen to country music, which 
Victor Hedman hates. If they don’t win the Cup this year, dibs 
on using that factoid to write an overwrought story about 
divisions in the locker room. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-2, +48) — They’ve won four in 
a row, all by one goal, which I think means they’re playing 
playoff hockey. Or at least they were — they’re one of the 
few teams that are already done and headed out for their 
break. 

2. Florida Panthers (31-9-5, +55) — OK, I want everyone to 
be honest. Do we buy Jonathan Huberdeau’s half-hearted 
attempt to pass this off as an intentional fake, or do we think 
he was going for the flip pass or the Michigan, lost the 
handle, and then improvised? 

I’m leaning toward door two. But there’s a shortlist of guys 
who might actually be creative and skilled enough to go for 
the fake and Huberdeau is on it. Let me know what you think. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (32-8-3, +52) — Ho-hum, ten in a 
row, even without their best player. Hey, remember when 
they lost a few games early and I kept them in the top five all 
the same because I was taking the long view and some of 
you told me to watch the games because your favorite team 
was clearly better? Those were good times, I enjoyed that a 
lot. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals — We haven’t checked in 
on the Capitals in a while. In fact, they’ve only really shown 
up in this feature once, back at the end of November, when 
they made a single appearance in the number five spot. 
They were technically holding down first place that week, but 
I was a little more skeptical than the standings said I should 
be. 

Apparently, I was right — their next game was a crushing 
late collapse against the Panthers. They’ve gone 10-9-4 
since that ranking, and haven’t beaten a legitimate contender 
unless you count the Predators while losing in regulation to 
teams like the Panthers, Penguins, Blues, Bruins (twice) and 
Knights. 

They’re just not very good these days, at least by the 
cutthroat standards of the Metro. They started so well and 
the East is so top-heavy that they’re in no danger of missing 
the playoffs, but they don’t look like the Cup threat they once 
did. That’s despite Alexander Ovechkin still rolling toward an 
impossible career year at 36, Nicklas Backstrom being back, 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov scoring higher than a point a game 
for the first time in four years. John Carlson’s been good. 
Tom Wilson’s been fine, and is staying out of trouble. They’re 
reasonably healthy. The underlying numbers are solid. 
What’s going on here? 

It’s a mystery. Except maybe it isn’t. Their goaltending has 
been bad. 

That’s not the whole story, but it’s a lot of it. Hockey will do 
that to you sometimes. Your goalie goes cold, you mix in 
some bad puck luck, and a good team turns ordinary. Ilya 
Samsonov has been shaky all year, which is bad news both 
for this season and beyond. Vitek Vanecek is a bit harder to 
read, with two shutouts in the last few weeks including Friday 
in Dallas. But is he the guy you trust to take you into what 
could be your last best playoff run of the Ovechkin era? And 
if not him, who? There are options available on the trade 
market, but let’s be real — we’re all thinking Marc-Andre 
Fleury here. That might not be the right move, but it would be 
a hell of a story, as the old rival from so many past playoff 
battles returns to lead the way. If we can’t get Fleury vs. the 
Knights the way I’ve been hoping for, Fleury vs. the 
Penguins wouldn’t be a bad consolation prize. 

With no real playoff pressure to speak of, that may be a 
move that can wait until the deadline. Until then, the Caps 
get the Penguins and Oilers this week before the All-Star 
break, which should be fun. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

Just in case you haven’t had your life ruined yet: 

Fair warning, Gordle is way harder than Wordle, because 
hockey player names make no sense. But it’s still fun, and all 
my closest friends are doing it. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (14-22-8, -37) — The losing streak is 
finally over, with the Flyers getting an OT win over the Kings 
to end a 13-game drought. It still featured a blown lead in the 
final minute of regulation to give the Kings a point, which 
could help determine home-ice advantage if these two teams 
meet in the Stanley Cup Final. 

In other news, Chuck Fletcher has been given a “blank 
check” to fix the team, which will no doubt be very helpful in 
a hard cap league. What he doesn’t seem to have been 
given is time, at least according to Comcast Spectator CEO 
Dave Scott’s belief that the team can be “in it” next year. 
Charlie does a good job of breaking down the flaws in the 
plan, if it even is a plan. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (14-23-7, -38) — This was a very weird 
week for the Sabres — one that featured a goalie 
suspension, a ridiculous shortage at the position, that 
suspended goalie getting waived despite the shortage, and a 
gameday COVID-19 outbreak 

Add it all up, and it’s pretty impressive they walked away 
from the weekend with a win, even one that came against 
the Coyotes. They even made the Avalanche sweat a little 
bit. Not great, but under the circumstances, not bad at all. 

3. Seattle Kraken (14-26-4, -40) — The schedule remains 
tough, and this week that meant one OT win out of three 
games. They stay on the road for the Bruins and Islanders 
before they can regroup over the break. Their first game 
back is against the Coyotes, so if Shane Wright doesn’t text 
you back that night you know what he’s watching. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (10-29-4, -65) — You have to give them 
credit, they’re keeping pace with the Canadiens. The 
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Coyotes have now lost five straight, all in regulation and by a 
combined score of 22 to 8. Or, as the Habs would call it, 
“defensive battles”. 

1. Montreal Canadiens (8-29-7, -74) — Other than all that, 
week went great. 

Not ranked: New Jersey Devils — The last time we checked 
in on the Devils was at the end of December, when they 
briefly dipped into the bottom five after a six-game losing 
streak. One month later, things are better, if only slightly. The 
Devils reeled off three straight wins after snapping that 
December skid, but have won only two of ten since, with all 
eight losses in regulation. 

That stretch includes back-to-back games where they lost to 
the Coyotes and then beat the Hurricanes, which is a nice 
reminder that nobody knows anything and all of this is 
meaningless. It also drove home how hard this team is to 
read at times. On some days they seem like a rebuilding 
team that’s doing a fairly typical two steps forward one step 
back sort of dance, but have a bright future thanks to Jack 
Hughes, Nico Hischier, Dougie Hamilton and a few other 
pieces. On other days, you wonder if a few other pieces is 
really enough this far into a rebuild, whether Mackenzie 

Blackwood isn’t what we thought in goal, and whether Lindy 
Ruff is really the guy to get the most out of this group. 

As often happens when a team is caught in the middle, even 
the good news comes with caveats. Jesper Bratt has been 
great this year, having the sort of breakout that every bad 
team needs from a young player or two … but it’s going to 
cost them. That’s not the end of the world, because the 
current cap is fine and P.K. Subban’s deal is almost off the 
books, but it’s one more thing for Tom Fitzgerald to figure 
out. And that’s a long list, especially with the deadline 
looming and essentially zero hope of any meaningful games 
ahead. Right now, Andreas Johnsson is the only Devils 
name on our big board, and he’s not all that high. Other than 
Subban, there are no pending UFAs of any significance. Do 
you consider moving Damon Severson? Would anyone want 
Tomas Tatar? Do you just stay the course until the summer? 
Maybe that’s the best path, although you have to wonder if 
that’s enough for a team that keeps contending for Best 
Offseason championships and not much else. 

They’ll head into the break after getting the Leafs back-to-
back starting tonight. Then it’s on to yet another second half 
that will be more about lottery odds than a playoff push, even 
if this is the year that it wasn’t supposed to be that way.
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Instead of report cards, here’s a poem for each Hurricanes player at midseason 

By Sara Civian 

No offense to any of my brilliant colleagues, but I hate player 
“report cards.” 

Maybe it’s because I’m the Bart Simpson of The Athletic NHL 
and I vividly remember all the times I wasn’t such a pleasure 
to have in class. Or maybe it just feels a little too much like 
standing at the top of the bleachers of an empty football 
stadium and screaming “HEY, THIS GUY STINKS!” for no 
compelling reason. We all know who is scoring points and 
who isn’t, and player report cards rarely go beyond that. 

Whatever, I don’t like them. 

But I do like writing poems. Indulge me in the ridiculous-yet-
fun task of giving every Hurricane a poem at the midseason 
mark, and you’ll get some midseason musings at large later 
in the week. 

Roses are red 
Habs fans are mean 
Sebastian Aho is the MVP of this team 

Roses are red 
Violets are blue 
One point per game is for cowards — Andrei Svechnikov’s 
scoring two 

Roses are red 
Tony DeAngelo plays defence (Canadian pronunciation) 
He’s made it half the season without any nonsense 

Roses are red 
What else can you say 
Teuvo Teravainen 
Elevates everyone else’s play 

Roses are red 
Kids, stay in school 
Vincent Trocheck makes driving a Prius look cool 

Roses are red 
Going to a shootout after only five minutes of 3-on-3 is a 
crime 
I wouldn’t want to defend Martin Necas in overtime 

Roses are red 
Water is wet 
Jaccob Slavin won’t two-peat the Byng 
But he’s on pace for his most points yet 

Give me fuel 
Give me fire 
Give me an on pace for a career-high in goals Nino 
Niederreiter 

Roses are red 
$6.1 million dollars is a lot 
But the internet haters of Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
Are definitely bots 

Roses are red 
His rookie season has been a joy 

Put him in the Calder conversation 
Seth Jarvis is “fast as f—-, boy” 

Roses are red 
To the Hockey Gods he prayed 
And 2022 has seen an odd amount of goals 
From Pat Monahan-enjoyer Brady Skjei 
 
Roses are red 
He’s added a ton to the forechecking core 
And if the Canes are playing the Rangers 
Jesper Fast will probably score 

Roses are red 
Dom Luszczyszyn is shaking 
Derek Stepan‘s got 13 timely points in 33 games 
Depth scoring is not something the Canes are faking 

Roses are red 
Melatonin makes you dream 
Brett Pesce 
Is the heart of this team 

Roses are red 
His points total did fall 
But I’ll wait until the playoffs 
To worry about Jordan Staal 

Roses are red 
Ian Goal 

Roses are red 
Just so you know 
Pronouncing Steven Lorentz like Laur-entz 
Is now the way to go 

Roses are red 
Don’t give Jordan Martinook the aux cord at your party 
But there ain’t nothing wrong 
With some first-line Marty 

Roses are red 
Look at that hair 
You know you’ve got a solid blue line 
When your third pairing features Ethan Bear 

Roses are red 
He isn’t that quick 
But if Brendan Smith is your seventh defenseman 
The depth is looking thicc 

Roses are red 
The Leafs are cursed 
Maybe the Freddie Andersen signing 
Wasn’t the worst 

Roses are red 
He’s gotta stay healthy 
But when he’s in the lineup, Antti Raanta has been pretty 
stealthy
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Andersen’s goaltending, late Svechnikov goal lead Hurricanes past Sharks 

Carolina enters the All-Star break with an Eastern 
Conference-best 31-9-2 record 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — For the second straight night, the Hurricanes 
found themselves in a playoff-style game. 

Tied at a goal apiece with the Sharks late in the third period 
Sunday, Carolina used another night of stellar goaltending 
and a goal by Andrei Svechnikov with 3:44 remaining to win 
2-1 in front of 15,975 at PNC Arena. 

After Sebastian Aho won an offensive zone faceoff and set 
defenseman Brett Pesce for a one-timer, Svechnikov fought 
off San Jose defenseman Brent Burns, located the rebound 
and put the puck past former teammate James Reimer for 
the winning goal. 

“After the faceoff I tried to go to the net,” Svechnikov said, 
“and it was kind of my ice, I didn’t want to give it. It was a 
lucky rebound for me and I just put it in the net.” 

The game-winner capped a career-best month for 
Svechnikov, who finished January with seven goals and nine 
assists in 12 games. 

“Is he just starting? Is he gonna keep getting better?” 
Brind’Amour asked. “Yeah, he’s gonna. It’s hard to believe, I 
think he still can get better.” 

At the other end of the ice, Frederik Andersen was showing 
why he’s headed Las Vegas for the All-Star Game this week. 

After watching Antti Raanta limit New Jersey to one goal in a 
2-1 win the night before, Andersen stopped all 15 shots he 
faced in the first 40 minutes to keep Carolina ahead after 
Vincent Trocheck had scored his 11th goal 4:36 into the 
game to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead. 

“I said last time he’s a superstar,” Svechnikov said of 
Andersen, “but yeah, he’s playing a really good game. He’s 
gonna keep doing that, and obviously we’ve got big 
confidence with him.” 

The Sharks, however, didn’t go quietly as Rudolfs Balcers 
tied the game at 3:36 of the third period. 

“It was a tight game and we didn’t get the bounce there in the 
third,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It was like, 

‘Oh, it’s maybe not going to go our way.’ But I love how the 
guys just kept sticking with the plan.” 

That set up Svechnikov’s go-ahead goal that was underlined 
by a team effort on defense. Down by a goal in the final 
minutes, San Jose pushed for the equalizer. But Carolina, 
backstopped by Andersen (27 saves), battled to keep the 
puck out of its net. 

That included Pesce making a lunging block of a rebound 
attempt that resulted in him going to the locker room with a 
skate cut that Brind’Amour described as being to his chest. 

“Thankfully, that’s the best area to get one of those, a lot of 
padding there,” Brind’Amour said. “So I think he’ll be fine.” 

The win was Carolina’s fourth straight, all coming in a six-day 
stretch that will feel like the norm for the rest of the season 
as the schedule condenses due to all the previously 
postponed games the Hurricanes need to make up. Their 
Eastern Conference-best 31-9-2 record will be tested when 
they play their final 40 games in 81 days starting with back-
to-back games in Canada against the Maple Leafs and 
Senators on Feb. 7-8. 

“Our second half of the season’s gonna be a tough schedule, 
so we’re gonna need to be prepared for that,” Trocheck said. 
“And this personal stretch was a good test.” 

Pesce and most of the Hurricanes — Aho and Brind’Amour 
will join Andersen in Las Vegas this week — will get a 
chance to heal and rest during the All-Star break. They know 
the job isn’t close to done. 

“We’re halfway through the race — this race — and there’s 
another race we got to get on and get to later,” Brind’Amour 
said. “But we’re, up to this point, really happy with the group.” 

Notes: After a stretch in which they allowed power play goals 
in three straight games, the Hurricanes have killed all nine 
penalties they have taken in the last four. Carolina’s penalty 
kill ranks first in the NHL at 89.0%. … The Hurricanes are 
allowing a league-low 2.33 goals per game, and Sunday was 
the 15th game this season they have allowed one or fewer 
goals. … Jordan Staal’s goal drought hit 33 games. He last 
scored Oct. 29. … Ethan Bear earned an assist on 
Trocheck’s goal, his first point since Jan. 1. … Teuvo 
Teravainen missed his second straight game with an injury.
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Recap: Andersen, Canes Stymie San Jose For Sunday Victory 

Carolina heads into the All-Star break with a first place 
record of 31-9-2 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes earned their fourth 
victory in six days Sunday, shutting down the San Jose 
Sharks for a 2-1 victory.  

THREE THINGS: 

1) The Canes Found A Way To Win 

Was the early evening affair the most exhilarating game of 
the season for the Canes? No. Was it the type of contest that 
the team will have to try and find way to win in the playoffs? 
Definitely. 

San Jose plays a very structured, defensive style, leading to 
a limited amount of offensive chances for their opposition. It 
felt tight through. A chess match, if you will. 

Vincent Trocheck was able to capitalize after scooping up a 
loose puck at center during the first period, but then for the 
next 50 minutes James Reimer was locked in, snagging the 
next 20 shots faced. Carolina wasn't able to create and 
generate the way that they've seen them at times this 
season, however, they found a way to get it done with Andrei 
Svechnikov putting home the game-winner inside the final 
five minutes of regulation. 

2) Yet Another Outstanding Goaltender Performance 

In three of the Canes four wins this week goaltending could 
be highlighted as one of, if not the biggest reason for victory. 
Thursday night in Ottawa Frederik Andersen stopped 37 of 
39, plus three more in the shootout. Saturday against New 
Jersey Antti Raanta turned away 24 of 25. Today? More of 
the same, as Andersen stuffed 26 of 27 attempts by the 
Sharks. 

So often in the hockey world we hear that all you can ask of 
a goaltender is for them to give you a chance to win. Lately 
the duo has done just that. 

Andersen now heads to Vegas for the All-Star game tied for 
the league-lead in wins and third with his .929 save 
percentage (SV%). 

3) Headed To The Break On Top 

While some NHL teams will play up until Wednesday, the 
Canes will get an early jump on their All-Star break, which 
began effective immediately post-game for the crew. 

Some will spend the time with family, some will get out of 
town and step away from the game a bit, and either option is 
well deserved. With a record of 31-9-2, which currently 
places them atop the Metropolitan Division, Rod Brind'Amour 

made sure to give his team a ton of credit in speaking about 
the victory, but was also quick to say that this race is only 
halfway through and that there is a whole new race after that. 

They Said It: 

Vincent Trocheck offering a thought on his team being able 
to pull out a win in a game like today: 

"This is the kind of atmosphere you have in the playoffs. The 
tight 1-0, 2-1 games. To have these back-to-back, that's the 
way we want to play, those are the games we want to win. 
We want to win the games 3-2, 2-1, keep the puck out of our 
net as much as we possibly can. Tonight's game was a good 
example of how we want to play." 

Andrei Svechnikov on the effort of his netminder today: 

"It's a huge confidence boost for Freddie. I don't even know 
what to say, [Thursday in Ottawa] I said he is a superstar. 
He's playing really well and he's going to keep doing that. 
Obviously we're confident with him." 

Rod Brind'Amour sharing his thoughts on his team going 
four-for-four this week, in six days: 

"You look at every game on an individual basis. I felt like we 
had our ups and downs in there, like you're going to, but I felt 
like every game there was a different story, a different guy 
stepped up. Different guys played well to get us wins and I 
thought everyone contributed, especially tonight." 

What's Next?: 

The All-Star break! The team, sans Sebastian Aho, Frederik 
Andersen and Rod Brind'Amour will be off for the entire 
upcoming week. The three All-Stars will be back in action 
Friday for the league's Skills Competition. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Andersen made some history with his victory today, 
which was his 24th in his 30th appearance with the 
team. That is the most wins by any goaltender in 
NHL history in their first 30 games played with a 
club. 

 San Jose recorded 25 blocked shots in the contest. 
The Hurricanes finished with 29 shots that did reach 
either James Reimer or the net behind him. 

 Brett Pesce, who made a game-saving effort with 
one minute left to play, was struck with a skate to 
his chest while diving to make the stop. He left the 
ice with the training staff following, but post-game 
his head coach said that he expects him to be fine. 

 The goal scorers, Trocheck and Svechnikov, also 
finished tied for a game-high with five hits.
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Svechnikov's late goal helps Hurricanes defeat Sharks 

Carolina has won four straight; San Jose has lost four of five 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov broke a tie with 3:44 
remaining to lift the Carolina Hurricanes to a 2-1 win against 
the San Jose Sharks at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

Svechnikov knocked down a shot from Brett Pesce near the 
crease and scored into an open net. 

"After the face-off, I tried to go to the net," Svechnikov said. 
"It was kind of my ice, I didn't want to give it. It was a lucky 
rebound for me, so I just put it in the net." 

Svechnikov also scored the game-winning goal in a 2-1 
victory against the New Jersey Devils on Saturday, and the 
deciding shootout goal in a 3-2 win against the Ottawa 
Senators on Thursday. He has scored 12 points (four goals, 
eight assists) in his past eight games. 

"He's a tremendous athlete, person, player … everything," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We're excited with 
him. Is he going to keep getting better? Yeah. It's hard to 
believe, but I think he can still get better." 

Vincent Trocheck scored and Frederik Andersen made 26 
saves for the Hurricanes (31-9-2), who won their fourth 
straight (each by one goal) and are 7-1-0 in their past eight. 

"Our record speaks for itself, and our record is that good 
because our goaltending has won us a bunch of games 
where we weren't that great, where the other team was 
better," Brind'Amour said. "We've got a good team, but I 
think our goaltending has been a difference-maker." 

Rudolfs Balcers scored for the Sharks (22-20-3), who are 1-
3-1 in their past five. James Reimer made 27 saves after 
making 44 in a 5-4 overtime loss to the Florida Panthers on 
Saturday. 

"They're a good team, obviously, but we did a good job 
generating offense," San Jose coach Bob Boughner said. 
"We had more chances than they did today. We just couldn't 
find a way to solve Andersen early enough. It was a pretty 
gusty effort on our part." 

Trocheck gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 4:36 of the first 
period on a wrist shot from the slot after Ian Cole flipped the 
puck ahead to Trocheck in the neutral zone. 

Balcers tied the game 1-1 at 3:36 of the third period when he 
collected a rebound in the slot and scored under Andersen's 
blocker. 

"Tonight's disappointing," Sharks forward Andrew Cogliano 
said. "[If] you get it to overtime, you maybe get two points out 
of that game. I don't know what else we could have done 
differently. I thought we played a really hard game. 
Unfortunately, they got the last goal right before the end." 

NOTES: Andersen is 24-6-0 in his first season with Carolina. 
... Sharks forward Jonathan Dahlen has scored four points 
(three goals, one assist) in a three-game point streak. … 
Sharks defensemen Jaycob Megna played a season-high 
24:37.  … Reimer, who was 29-11-4 with the Hurricanes in 
the previous two seasons, made 22 saves in a 2-1 overtime 
win against Carolina on Nov. 22 at the SAP Center. … The 
Hurricanes are 16-3-1 against the Western Conference. … 
Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen missed his second 
straight game with a lower-body injury.
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Svechnikov’s late goal lifts Hurricanes past Sharks, 2-1 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov scored on a 
rebound with 3:44 remaining to lift the Carolina Hurricanes to 
a 2-1 victory over the San Jose Sharks on Sunday. 

Svechnikov is making it a habit to be the difference-maker for 
the Hurricanes. In the last three games, he has recorded a 
shootout-deciding goal and two game-winning goals. 

“Lucky bounce for me and I just put it in the net,” Svechnikov 
said of his latest winner, which he got when he collected the 
puck off a shot by Brett Pesce. It was his 16th goal of the 
season and seventh goal of the month.  

Vincent Trocheck scored the first goal for the Hurricanes, 
who’ve won four straight games and seven of their last eight 
entering the All-Star break. Frederik Andersen posted 27 
saves for Carolina. 

“It’s one of the better games that I felt like we played,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We didn’t get 
frustrated and we stuck to what we wanted to do.” 

Rudolfs Balcers scored early in the third period for the 
Sharks, who are in a 1-3-1 stretch that matches the team’s 
worst five-game span of the season. James Reimer made 27 
saves for San Jose. 

“We defended really well,” Reimer said. “They just got a 
bounce at the end of the game. They just got the last 
bounce.” 

The winning goal had a familiar tone for Reimer, who spent 
the 2019-20 and 2020-21 seasons with the Hurricanes.  

“It’s just exactly the way they draw it up,” he said. 

Trocheck posted his 11th goal of the season just 4:36 into 
the game. The Hurricanes turned San Jose’s neutral-zone 
turnover into an early lead, with Trocheck firing a shot from 
inside the blue line.  

The Sharks pulled even 3:36 into the third period when 
Balcers converted. He has scored in three of the past four 
games in which he has played. 

San Jose will play in its final game prior to the All-Star break 
Tuesday at Tampa Bay — its third game in a row against the 
three Eastern Conference teams with the most points. 

“We played pretty well,” Sharks center Andrew Cogliano 
said. “It hurts. You play as good as you can and you get no 
points out of the game.” 

Reimer is San Jose’s top goalie, but coupled with Saturday’s 
5-4 loss at Florida, this marked the first time he has played 
on back-to-back days this season. 

“That’s why you train all summer, so you can be ready for 
this,” he said. 

POINT TAKEN 

Sunday was Carolina’s first game after the midway mark of 
its schedule. The Hurricanes set a franchise record with 62 
points in the first 41 games entering Sunday. 

“We’ve just got to keep doing that and always getting better 
every day,” Svechnikov said. 

WE MEET AGAIN 

Reimer played for Carolina for two seasons, with 22 
appearances last season and 25 appearances in 2019-20. 
Sunday was his 25th game of the season with the Sharks.  

In December, another of Carolina’s goalies from last season, 
Alex Nedeljkovic, was back in the building with Detroit. He, 
too, was pinned with a loss that night. 

When Petr Mrazek came to Carolina with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs in October, he didn’t play. Mrazek was the Hurricanes’ 
top goalie for stretches of the past two seasons. It’s possible 
Mrazek could be in the net when the teams meet in the first 
game following the All-Star break, as he has returned to 
action following a long layoff. 

FIRST OF ALL 

Until Svechnikov’s goal, Carolina was in danger of not 
scoring in the second or third period for the second day in a 
row. Both goals Saturday in a 2-1 win over New Jersey came 
in the first period. So, three of the last four goals for the 
Hurricanes have been recorded in first periods following a 
two-game stretch with no first-period goals. 

UP NEXT 

Sharks: At Tampa Bay on Tuesday. 

Hurricanes: Off until a Feb. 7 makeup game at Toronto.
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Prospect Roundup: Four Hot Takes for a Cold January 

With January coming to an end, the cold of winter is starting 
to get to everyone. What better time than now to unleash 
some hot takes to warm your souls and light a fire in the belly 
of debate? 

By Tony Ferrari 

With January coming to an end, the cold of winter is starting 
to get to everyone. What better time than now to unleash 
some hot takes to warm your souls and light a fire in the belly 
of debate? 

The prospect world is ripe for hot takes. Whether discussing 
the NHL draft or a team's prospect pool or top rookies, there 
are endless opportunities to get bold. Here are four hot takes 
to close out the month: 

Alex Nedeljkovic has been the Detroit Red Wings' most 
impactful rookie 

Credit goes to Prashanth Iyer for presenting this opinion on 
Twitter – the more you dive into it, the more the theory 
makes sense. Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider have had 
impressive seasons and are getting a ton of love for obvious 
reasons but it’s their rookie netminder that has been the 
player who has led them to be the best team likely to miss 
the playoffs in the Eastern Conference.  

With the way the math works out in the East, the eight playoff 
teams seem fairly set. But Detroit has established 
themselves among the best on the outside looking in thanks 
to Nedeljkovic’s strong play in net. He has sat around the top 
10 of the NHL in goals saved above expected and ranks 
sixth in the league since Dec. 1. To say that he’s been the 
determining factor in games over the last couple of months 
would be an understatement for a team with a roster that is 
overwhelmingly blasé beyond the rookies and top couple of 
forwards.  

The statistic that supports this argument best, however, 
might be the team's overall expected goals percentage 
(xG%). Sitting 25th in the league, Detroit has been a typical 
rebuilding team in front of their netminder. They struggle to 
prevent high danger chances and rely on Nedeljkovic to bail 
them out more often than not. Despite the impacts that have 
made Raymond and Seider Calder trophy favorites, 
Nedeljkovic is the straw that stirs the Red Wings’ drink this 
year.  

Statistics courtesy of Evolving Hockey  

Frank Nazar III will be the best player to come out of this 
year’s U.S. NTDP crop 

While most of the hype for the U.S. NTDP’s top player has 
gone to Logan Cooley this year, Frank Nazar III may just be 
the best player to come from this iteration of the program.  

The factor that differentiates Nazar from Cooley though is the 
incredible set of tools that Nazar boasts. He has well-above-
average tools across the board with elite skating and the 
ability to do it all at a breakneck pace. Nazar attacks the play 
in all facets of the game, with or without the puck. He applies 
pressure with haste and forces mistakes when his opponent 
has the puck. Nazar funnels his play towards the middle of 
the ice, cutting inside of a defender after a shoulder shake or 
false step to the outside, making space for himself to attack 
the slot. His hands are silky, at times looking as if the puck 
has been stripped just to wind up on his stick in a high-
danger scoring area.  

There are certain areas of his game that need improvements 
such as his defensive consistency and his passing accuracy 
at times. He can get a bit overeager and send a pass a half-
second early which means the recipient can have a bit of a 
hard time corralling it or it just doesn’t connect as intended. 
With his attack mindset, incredibly high pace, and toolset that 
most players only dream of, Nazar very well could have one 
of the highest ceilings in the draft, and not just the U.S. 
NTDP.  

Scott Morrow will be a top-10 player from the 2021 NHL draft 

Scott Morrow was a divisive prospect during last year's draft 
cycle. As a high school defender, it was tough to fully figure 
out how he'd translate his game to higher levels. His USHL 
experience was limited because of the pandemic but when 
he was able to play in the USHL for six games in the 
playoffs, he showed well. His defensive effort was often 
questioned because playing for Shattuck St. Mary’s against 
U.S. high school competition often made it easy for him to 
rely on his raw tools and lack the refinement it takes to play 
against better competition. Ultimately, he was drafted 40th 
overall by the Carolina Hurricanes.  

As the conductor of the Morrow hype train last year, I am 
pleased to say that he has exceeded expectations at the 
NCAA level with UMass. He has 21 points in 21 games as a 
freshman defenseman, good for second on the team behind 
senior forward Bobby Trivigno. His ability to attack the play 
with the puck on his stick and create something out of 
nothing is remarkable at times.  

Morrow is a strong puck carrier and can be a major factor in 
transition, both as a passer and skater. Morrow reads 
opposing players well and manipulates them regularly with 
eye fakes, shoulder shimmies, and a variety of other 
manipulative moves that allow him to use his high-end puck 
skill to evade pressure. He likely needs another year at the 
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college level at a minimum but the young American blueliner 
is already delivering some tasty returns on the Hurricanes 
second-round pick from last summer.  

Šimon Nemec locks himself in as the top blueliner in the 
2022 NHL draft at the Olympics 

This year's draft cycle has been an interesting one. There 
haven’t been many players truly establishing themselves as 
surefire top of the draft players with uneven performances 
nearly across the board. One player who has seemed to 
really come on over the last month or two is Slovak 
defenseman, Šimon Nemec. With ten points in his last ten 
games in the top league in Slovakia, Nemec is establishing 
himself as one of the top defensemen in this year’s class.  

Nemec is the kind of player where you could always see the 
upper echelon skills when he played against lower-end 
competition but at the men’s level, at least to start the 
season, he was playing a bit more reserved and would often 

pass up opportunities to insert himself into the play as a 
difference-maker. Nemec has begun to gain confidence in 
his abilities against more senior competition and his game 
has taken off. His vision and play reading ability go hand in 
hand as he threads passes to high danger areas and his 
mobility on the blueline has become a major asset as he 
evades pressure and walks the line in search of passing and 
shooting lanes.  

The upcoming Olympic games will be a major opportunity for 
the young Slovak blueliner as he will be able to showcase his 
game on the world level. While it won’t be against NHL-level 
talent, he will be able to go head to head with some of the 
best players in all of Europe which will be a good test for 
Nemec. The Slovak men’s league is solid and any time a 17-
year-old is playing against men it’s a good thing, but the step 
up to playing against some of the SHL, KHL, and Liiga’s best 
will be a welcome opportunity for talent evaluators as they 
make their assessments on Nemec.
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Svechnikov’s Late Goal Lifts Hurricanes to 2-1 Win Over Sharks 

Red hot Svechnikov delivered the finishing blow as the 
Hurricanes picked up a 2-1 win over the Sharks in their last 
game before the All-Star Break. 

By Brett Finger  

Sunday featured some exhilarating, high-stakes games 
across the sports landscape in North America. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. San Jose Sharks was not one of 
them... until the third period. 

For the Hurricanes, Sunday’s interconference tilt with the 
Sharks was their final game before the NHL All-Star Break. 
While they didn’t get a real homecoming with Dougie 
Hamilton on Saturday, they did get one with James Reimer, 
who made his first appearance back inside of PNC Arena. 

It was only fitting that the Sharks got a vintage Canes 
performance out of the veteran backstop, as Reimer allowed 
a soft early goal before showing out the rest of the way. 

Unfortunately for the Sharks, a strong goaltending outing 
wasn’t enough to push them over the Hurricanes, who got a 
late goal from Andrei Svechnikov in a 2-1 win. 

Like the night before against the New Jersey Devils, the 
Hurricanes got on the board in the early stages of the game. 

Off of a line change, Vincent Trocheck carried the puck over 
the offensive blue line in a one-on-three scenario, and his 
long-range wrister beat Reimer on his blocker-side at 4:36 of 
the first period. 

Things started to get a bit chippy in the shifts immediately 
following the opening goal. San Jose defenseman Radim 
Simek took a rough hit from behind from Trocheck deep in 
the Sharks’ zone, but a penalty didn’t get called on the play. 

Moments later, Svechnikov got into a shoving match with 
Jeffrey Viel, which ended up on the Sharks’ bench after Viel 
pushed Svechnikov through a wide-open bench door. 

Svechnikov got two minutes for roughing. Viel got a double 
minor for his involvement in the incident, building on the 3+ 
penalty minutes per game rate that he’s racked up so far this 
season. 

The Hurricanes failed to score on the power play, and then 
the Sharks followed suit by coming out empty-handed after 
an offensive zone interference call on Svechnikov at 13:19 of 
the opening frame. 

After a strong start, the Hurricanes started to get a 
substantive push back from the Sharks as the period wore 
on, but they held onto their one-goal lead through the final 
buzzer of the first period. 

The second was a bit of a slow burn. Much of the first five 
minutes of the middle frame was spent in the neutral zone as 
neither team could muster up anything in the way of offense. 
Carolina started to mount pressure near the midway point, 
which was answered with an equally strong push from the 
Sharks before a pair of penalties slowed things down again. 

Simek slid into and wiped out Nino Niederreiter as he was 
poised to have one of Carolina’s best scoring chances of the 
entire night. That power play was short-lived, though, as 
Trocheck tripped Brent Burns in the San Jose zone and set 
up a brief four-on-four sequence which produced little 
offense for either team. 

The Hurricanes came out of that mess with more 
momentum, testing Reimer a handful of times from in close 
but failing to build upon their lead by the time the second 
period ended. 

Frederik Andersen was tested just four times in a relatively 
slow and sleepy period of hockey. 

Carolina came out of the locker room and quickly tilted the 
ice towards San Jose’s net, peppering Reimer with high-
danger chances in the opening minutes of the period and 
flirting with scoring their second goal of the night. 

They couldn’t get it, though, and it only took one push the 
other way for the Sharks to even the score. 

After the Sharks managed to corral a loose puck deep in the 
Hurricanes’ zone, Rudolfs Balcers was able to make his way 
into the slot and out-wait Andersen to break the ice and get 
the game back to square one. 

The Canes bounced back and continued to mount pressure 
as the period progressed, and they eventually broke through 
and retook the lead thanks to the hot hand of Svechnikov. 

An offensive zone faceoff win from Sebastian Aho led to the 
Hurricanes working the puck back to the point. Brett Pesce 
successfully got the puck on net, and Svechnikov was there 
to clean up the loose change, ignite the crowd, and tally the 
game-winning goal. 

The Sharks nearly tied the game again in the final minute of 
the game, but the combination of desperate defense and big 
stops from Andersen helped the Canes keep their lead and 
close the game out on the right side of a 2-1 final tally. 

Svechnikov’s goal was his second game-winner in as many 
games. He enters the break with seven goals and 16 points 
in his last 12 games. Andersen delivered another 
outstanding performance in his 24th win of the season, 
stopping 27 of 28 shots. 

The Hurricanes go into the All-Star Break on a four-game 
winning streak and a 16-4-1 home-ice record. 
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They will hit the ice again in eight days when they take on 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. In the meantime, Sebastian Aho, 

Frederick Andersen, and head coach Rod Brind’Amour will 
participate in the NHL’s All-Star festivities in Las Vegas.

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Svechnikov, Andersen discuss win over Sharks 

Rod Brind’Amour, Vincent Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov, and 
Frederik Andersen spoke to the media and shared their 
thoughts on a big 2-1 win over the Sharks. 

By Brett Finger and Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes closed out their pre-All-Star-Break 
schedule with a dramatic home-ice win over the San Jose 
Sharks on Sunday. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s goal late in the third period made the 
difference at the end of a back-and-forth, tight-checking 
game.  

The game-winning-goal scorer talked to the media after the 
win, as did Rod Brind’Amour, Vincent Trocheck, and Frederik 
Andersen. 

Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if he was happy with how the game played out with a lot 
of tight five-on-five play: I’m happy with any type of game, as 
long as we’re playing it right. Sometimes the score doesn’t 
really dictate how it’s going. Tonight, I was really happy with 
this game. It felt like we were in control of it, at least from the 
coaching side of it. It was a tight game and we didn’t get the 
bounce there in the third, so maybe it’s not going to go our 
way, but I love how our guys sticking with the plan. Just kept 
going and going. A couple of individual efforts were really 
great, obviously, but I thought our team game was really 
solid. 

On how he looks at how the team has met their expectations 
so far this season: We’re not looking at that. It’s halfway 
through that season. Great. We’re halfway through the race. 
We’re in a good spot and we've gotten this far really well. I’m 
proud of the group and how hard they work. How they come 
to practice and play every night. Like I said, we're halfway 
through this race, and then there's another race that we’ll get 
on and get to later. Up to this point, I’m really happy with the 
group. 

On if he’s excited to hit the town in Vegas during All-Star 
festivities: Yeah... no. No. That’s... it is what it is. It’s my 
obligation, so I gotta show up. I’m going to try to enjoy it, 
being around some good athletes that I’ve never been 
around. That’s how I look at it. I’m just going to be standing 
there and watching them just like you guys at home, right? 
It’ll be nice to see them live and in-person, some of these 
guys that you have to coach against and gameplan against. 

On if he’s pleased with how the team performed in the last 
four games before the break: What else can you do, right? 
You look at every game on an individual basis. We had our 
ups and downs in there, which you're going to have, but it felt 
like every game it was a different story and different guys 
stepped up. Different guys played well to get us wins and I 
thought everyone contributed, especially tonight. Each game 

had its own different flair, but at the end of the day, you’re 
about winning games. 

On the effort that the team plays with every night: Obviously, 
that’s what we pride ourselves on. Every team says the 
same things, and we’re no different, but you have to back it 
up. I think these guys, you have to be proud of their effort. 
That’s one of the things, from day one, we want to make 
sure, win or lose, that you can walk out and that the people 
paying their money to come and watch you can say they got 
their money’s worth. I feel like this group takes that to heart. 

On how the team played against the Sharks: I thought it was 
a great game, overall. I thought we defended well, goalie 
played well. We created a lot of opportunities, but just didn’t 
quite cash in, but we were around it all night. It’s one of the 
better games that I thought we’ve played because we didn’t 
get frustrated and we stuck to what we wanted to do. We 
could have been better in areas, but the other team is a good 
team and they’ve played really well lately. It was a good test 
and I thought we answered it well. 

On Andrei Svechnikov and how they keep him on the track of 
getting better: You know this kid. You don’t have to do 
anything with this guy. You just have to tell him where to be 
and what time the game is and make sure he’s got that 
figured out. He wants to win and he’s competitive, 
sometimes maybe a little too much, but I think he’s starting to 
figure that out. He’s just a tremendous athlete, person, 
player, everything. We’re excited with him. Is he gonna keep 
getting better? Yeah, it’s hard to believe, but I think he still 
can get better. 

On Brett Pesce’s injury late in the game and if he got a skate 
to the chest/arm: Yeah. He got a skate in that area. 
Thankfully, that’s the best place to get one of those. You 
have a lot of padding there, so I think he’ll be fine. 

On the goalie play through 41 games: They’ve been 
phenomenal. I feel like we’ve played well all year, but there 
are obviously times... our record speaks for itself, and I think 
our record is that good because our goaltending has won us 
a bunch of games where we weren’t that great or the other 
team was better or it was even. And yet we’re pulling out 
these victories because our goaltending has been that good. 
We have a good team, but I think our goaltending has been a 
difference-maker. 

Vincent Trocheck 

On if it’s good to have games like this that are close: Yeah, 
definitely. This is the kind of atmosphere you’re going to get 
in the playoffs, the kind of games where it’s tight 1-0, 2-0 
type games. To have these back to back, these are the 
games we want to win. We want to win 1-0, 2-1 and keep the 
puck out of the net as much as we possibly can. Tonight’s 
game was a good example of how we want to play. 

On how he would assess the first half of the season: I think 
there’s room for improvement. We obviously like where we 
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stand. We’ve done a pretty good job in the first half, but 
there’s definitely room for improvement. We think we can get 
better from here.  

On if he’s happy there’s a break now or on if maybe they 
wish they could keep playing with the way things are going: I 
think either way. It’s nice to have a break, obviously. This far 
into the season guys are going to be banged up and need 
some rest. It will be good for us to get away from the game a 
little bit.  

On how he plans on using the break: Rest. Rest up as much 
as possible. I’m going to head home tomorrow to Pittsburgh 
to see the family for a bit, and then I’ll get away for a little bit.  

On getting these four wins before the break: Yeah, it’s 
always nice to have a nice stretch where you’re winning 
games. Our second half of the season is going to be a tough 
schedule, so we’re going to need to be prepared for that. 
This first little stretch was a good test.  

On using knowledge of James Reimer to help score his goal: 
Nah, I was just trying to shoot through a screen there.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On his goal: We tried to just shoot on the net. Obviously after 
a faceoff I try to go to the net. It was my ice, and I didn’t want 
to give it. It was a rebound, a lucky one for me, and I just put 
it in the net.  

On how valuable this stretch of winning close games is: For 
sure, that’s great. I felt like it was playoff hockey there. 
Especially with the last three or four games, it was 2-1 and 
very close with the scores. It’s a grind. We stuck with it this 
game, and that’s why it was a success tonight.  

On if he’s happy there’s a break now or on if maybe they 
wish they could keep playing with the way things are going: 
Well, we’ve got the break, so it’s always nice to have the 
break. We’re still going to stay in shape, and after the break 
we’re going come out hard for sure...I’m going to Florida.  

On the confidence in the goaltending: It’s huge confidence. I 
don’t know what to say. I said last time that he’s a superstar. 

He is. He’s playing a really good game. He’s going to keep 
doing that, and obviously we’ve got big confidence in him. 

On what they’ve done well at the halfway point and on what 
they need to improve on: We’ve won lots of games. We’ve 
just got to keep doing that and living day by day. Always 
getting better every day, like [Brind’Amour] is always saying. 
We’ve got to do that and play a team game, for sure.  

Frederik Andersen 

On the importance of winning these tight games: I don’t 
really think about that too much. We just try to play our game 
and not really think about what the score is too much. 
Obviously, if we’re down or tied we want to try to get the next 
one. As a whole, we try to play that style of hockey the whole 
time and let the game play out as it goes. Usually when we 
play our best, it usually goes in our favor. I think most teams 
will say that, but the last couple of games it has.  

On how he would assess things at the midway point of the 
season: I’m not really here to assess anything at this point. 
We’re just trying to do our best every day. I think that culture 
has been incredible here, and it’s something that has been 
fun to be a part of. We’ve just got to keep doing that every 
day and see where it leads us.  

On how he would define the culture: I think we’re just 
dedicated to doing what it takes. There will be pretty plays 
out there, but I don’t think we go out there to look for them. 
We try to be the most successful at it. I think that’s when 
we’re at our best, when we stick to that game plan. We will 
see a lot of cool, fun goals, but our mindset is defense first.  

On if he’s looking forward to Vegas: Yeah, it should be a fun 
week. Obviously we’ve got a few days before it. It should be 
a good time. The weather is a bit warmer than it is here, so 
I’ll be able to swing the clubs a little bit and get away from it 
all. 

On if the goal for this team is to win the Stanley Cup: Yeah, 
that’s everyone’s goal, but we can’t do that today. We’re 
sticking to that game plan, trying to be the best we can every 
day. That’s the path.
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Canes close out first half of season with win over Sharks  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes finished the first half of their season 
with another hard-fought home win, edging the San Jose 
Sharks 2-1 on Sunday, Jan. 30. Goaltender Frederik 
Andersen spearheaded the defensive effort with 27 saves, 
while right wing Andrei Svechnikov provided the game-
winning goal. 

Andersen showed why he will be one of the three 
representatives of the Canes (31-9-2) at the NHL All-Star 
game. Andersen had given up eight goals across his last 
three starts, largely due to a leaky defense in front of him, 
but with a stout defensive effort against the Sharks (22-20-3), 
Andersen’s talent was on full display. 

Carolina’s defense continued its return to form against San 
Jose after a 2-1 win over the New Jersey Devils a day prior. 
The Sharks managed to accumulate 28 shots, but their 
grade-A chances were few and far between as the 
Hurricanes worked to close passing lanes and nip the 
Sharks’ attacks in the bud. 

“I thought it was a great game overall,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We defended well, the goalie played well and 
then we created a lot of opportunities, just didn't quite cash 
in. We were around the net all night. It's one of the better 

games that I’ve felt like we played because we didn't get 
frustrated and we stuck to what we wanted to do.” 

On the offensive end, center Vincent Trocheck opened the 
scoring action with an impressive solo effort to beat San 
Jose goalie and former Hurricane James Reimer within the 
first five minutes. After a scrappy second period, Rudolfs 
Balcers pulled the Sharks level again early in the third. The 
scrappiness continued late into the third, but a blue-line shot 
by defenseman Brett Pesce rebounded perfectly for 
Svechnikov, who buried the game-winner with 3:44 to go. 

With the season at its midway point, the Canes are sitting 
pretty with a points percentage of .762. Carolina sits on top 
of the Eastern Conference in this regard and second in the 
NHL behind the Colorado Avalanche. With a tight schedule 
of 42 games in 80 days in the latter half of the regular 
season, having some leeway in the standings could prove 
crucial down the stretch. 

“I think there's room for improvement,” Trocheck said. “I think 
we obviously like where we stand. We’ve done a pretty good 
job in the first half, but there's definitely room for 
improvement. We think we can get better from here.” 

The Hurricanes will return to action with a four-game road 
trip starting in Toronto against the Maple Leafs on Feb. 7. 
Puck drops at 7 p.m.
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Canes roll into the All-Star break on a win streak after 2-1 victory over the 
Sharks 

 

Chip Alexander 1/30/2022 

 

It was just the way the Carolina Hurricanes wanted to head into the NHL 
All-Star break. 

The Canes outlasted the San Jose Sharks 2-1 Sunday at PNC Arena for 
a fourth straight victory, getting the winning goal from Andrei Svechnikov 
with 3:46 left in regulation. Outfighting defenseman Brent Burns in front 
of the net, Svechnikov swept in a loose puck for his 16th goal of the 
season and his second game-winner in as many days. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen took it from there and will head to Las Vegas 
for the 2022 All-Star Game with 24 wins for the Canes, who sit in first 
place in the Metropolitan Division with a 31-9-2 record and 64 points. 

Andersen will join Canes center Sebastian Aho at the All-Star Game next 
weekend competing for the Metro Division team coached by Carolina’s 
Rod Brind’Amour. 

“I thought it was a great game overall,” Brind’Amour said. “I thought we 
defended well, the goalie played well. And then we created a lot of 
opportunities but didn’t quite cash in. We were around (the net) all night. 

“It’s one of the better games we’ve played because we didn’t get 
frustrated. We stuck to want we wanted to do. It was a good test and I 
thought we answered it well.” 

The Canes’ Vincent Trocheck scored 4:36 into Sunday’s game for a 1-0 
lead. The two teams then spent a lot of time hunting the next goal before 
forward Rudolfs Balcers tied it 1-1 for the Sharks at 3:36 of the third 
period. 

But that was all Andersen would allow, finishing with 27 saves and 
leaving Canes fans chanting “Fred-die, Fred-die” after being named the 
game’s first star. 

“This is the kind of atmosphere you have in the playoffs (and) the kind of 
games where they’re tight, 1-0, 2-1 games,” Trocheck said. “Those are 
the kind of games we want to win. We want to win 1-0, 2-1 and keep the 
puck out of the net as much as we can. This game was a good example 
of how we want to play.” 

The Canes emerged with a tough 2-1 win Saturday over the New Jersey 
Devils at PNC Arena as goalie Antti Raanta was in net and the game’s 
first star. The Sharks were coming off a 5-4 overtime loss Saturday at 
Florida in which goalie James Reimer faced 50 shots. 

Reimer, who helped the Canes reach the playoffs the past two seasons, 
signed with the Sharks in the offseason as the Canes decided to go with 
Andersen and Raanta. He was making his first return to Raleigh on 

Sunday, much as former Canes goalie Alex Nedeljkovic did with the 
Detroit Red Wings earlier in the season. 

Reimer was beaten early in the game when Trocheck jumped off the 
bench on a change, grabbed a loose puck in the neutral zone and used 
Sharks defenseman Marc-Edouard Vlasic as a partial screen when he 
released the shot. It was his 11th goal of the season. 

That was it until the third period as open ice or uncontested shots were 
hard to find. There was tight checking and players trying to make plays in 
tight spaces, and much of the game was played five on five -- both teams 
were 0-2 on the power play. 

Svechnikov’s goal came after Aho won a faceoff in the Sharks zone. 
Defenseman Brett Pesce got off a quick outside shot that was blocked in 
front of Reimer, and Svechnikov beat Burns to the puck. 

“It was my ice and I didn’t want to give it,” Svechnikov said. “It was a 
rebound and a lucky bounce for me and I put it in the net.” 

Andersen made some sparkling saves in the first period, faced just four 
shots in the second, and refused to be beaten late in the game when the 
Sharks pulled Reimer for a sixth attacker. 

Through the first two periods Sunday in a grinding game, the crowd might 
have been at its loudest midway through the first. The Sharks’ Jeffrey 
Viel shoved Svechnikov as the two were leaving the ice on a change and 
they thentumbled and fell through an open door at the Sharks bench as 
both were penalized for roughing. 

One of Reimer’s best saves came 19 seconds after Balcers scored for 
the Sharks early in the third, Balcers outwaiting Andersen with the puck 
before shooting. The Canes’ Jesper Fast had a good look to Reimer’s 
right but the goalie quickly made the stop. 

The Canes had some strong forechecking shifts in the third as 
Brind’Amour stuck with the lines he tweaked in the third period Saturday 
against the Devils. Reimer kept his cool and made the saves until 
Svechnikov jumped on the rebound. 

This story was originally  

Published January 30, 2022 7:43 PM. 
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Leafs fans love Michael Bunting’s scrappy side 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG, PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 

 

From the beginning it looked as though Michael Bunting, who grew up in 
Scarborough on Toronto’s east side, was meant to play for the Maple 
Leafs. In the fall, he scored a goal in his first pre-season game – and 
then had three in the next. 
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“Growing up where I did, anyone that loved hockey was a Maple Leafs 
fan,” Bunting said. “For a Scarborough kid it is definitely a dream come 
true.” 

He is a 26-year-old winger and in half of a season has become a fan 
favourite. He is not quite as accomplished but possesses a little bit of 
Brad Marchand’s nastiness and Brendan Gallagher’s grit around the net. 

That is because of the working-class environment from which he came. 

“When you are from Scarborough, you grind to get what you get,” 
Bunting said. 

On Saturday night Bunting recorded a hat trick in Toronto’s 7-4 victory in 
Detroit over the Red Wings. The game was televised as part of CBC’s 
annual celebration of Hockey Day in Canada. The daylong event was 
hosted from a community rink in – wait for it – Scarborough. 

“It’s funny,” Bunting said afterward. “Jason Spezza said to me, ‘You can’t 
write that stuff.’ It was definitely a special moment for me.” 

Through 40 games, Bunting has 12 goals, which is the fourth-most on the 
team. It is two more than he had in 21 games for Arizona during the 
2021-22 campaign, and one fewer than Tanner Jeannot of Nashville, 
who holds the lead among NHL rookies. 

To be considered a rookie, a player must not have appeared in more 
than 25 NHL games in any preceding seasons, nor in six or more in each 
of any two that preceded. 

He did appear in five games with the Coyotes in 2018-19 but spent the 
following year in the AHL, which means he still qualifies as a rookie. 

At US$950,000 for this season and next, his contract in Toronto is a 
bargain. Nick Ritchie, whom he has displaced on the left wing, was 
brought in for US$2.5-million and has struggled badly. 

As a free agent, Bunting had offers from other teams for more money but 
opted instead to come home. The club signed him to muck around the 
net and provide secondary scoring and he has done just that. 

In Saturday’s win, he tipped one puck in and whacked another into the 
net in mid-air. The third he scored from close range off a slick pass from 
Mitch Marner. 

With the Maple Leafs trailing 4-2 at the end of the second period, he also 
rallied to the defence of teammate Travis Dermott after he was taken 
down by Moritz Seider. 

“I am a very competitive person and I like to win,” Bunting said. “When I 
play my best, I am under the other team’s skin. I enjoy that role.” 

His coach and teammates enjoy it, too. Afterward, Dermott apologetically 
likened him to a rat for the way he skulks around the net. 

“He is not out there to make friends,” said Sheldon Keefe, the Toronto 
coach. “He makes no apologies for how he goes about it. I like that about 
him.” 

Rasmus Sandin, who scored for the first time this season, is among 
Bunting’s admirers. 

“You never know what to expect from him,” Sandin said. “He can start a 
fight, he can do everything. He’s a great addition to our team and we all 
love having him out there.” 

Drafted in the fourth round in 2014 by Arizona, Bunting travelled a 
challenging road to the NHL. After playing two years for Sault Ste. Marie 
in the OHL, he spent parts of six seasons in the AHL, and part of one in 
the East Coast League. 

It wasn’t until 2021 that he really got a look in the NHL and impressed. 

“It was just a matter of getting that opportunity to show I belong,” Bunting 
said. “Once I got it, I ran with it.” 

Toronto plays again on Monday night against the New Jersey Devils at 
Scotiabank Arena. It is 27-10-3 and continues to hold down third place in 
the Atlantic Division. 

Mostly the Maple Leafs won ugly against Detroit with the exception of 
Bunting’s first hat trick for Toronto. Oddly enough, he had one last year 
with Arizona – so officially he has had two for different teams in two 
different seasons and yet is still a rookie. 

“It definitely feels good,” Bunting said. “Everyone wants to do well 
individually, but it made it even more fun since we got the win. 

“Hopefully I can keep putting the puck in the net. I want to help the team 
win anyway I can.” 
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Tricks. Trades. The Leafs hit mid-season with a few tantalizing storylines 
in play 

Michael Bunting enters the Calder Trophy conversation and more talking 
points to watch for. 

 

By Mark ZwolinskiSports Reporter, Sun., Jan. 30, 2022 

 

And now for a quiet second half to the Maple Leafs’ regular season. 

Well, not quite. 

The Leafs will host the New Jersey Devils on Monday night, game 41 of 
their 82-game schedule. They’re entering the annual grinder where 
everything is more intense and every point in the standings is a battle. 

They’ve had a good first half: eighth overall in the NHL at 27-10-3, 
ranked first on the power play and in penalty killing. Yet if the playoffs 
started today, they would hold the sixth seed in the Eastern Conference. 
A tough first-round matchup with the Boston Bruins or defending 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning is very much in play. 

Much remains to be decided, though, in a league where 19 teams have 
20 wins or more at this point. Leafs fans expect a lot after five 
consecutive first-round playoff exits. Here’s a look at some of the talking 
points heading into the second half. 

Rookie watch 

After his three-goal night in Saturday’s road win over the Red Wings, 
forward Michael Bunting is tied for first among NHL rookies with 12, 
same as Anaheim’s Trevor Zegras, and third in points with 27. The Leafs 
haven’t had a rookie who ranks this highly among his peers since Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner broke in. Bunting is a much different player, 
doing his best work in the dirty areas. He also ranks second in the league 
in total drawn penalties with 25, one behind Edmonton Oilers star Connor 
McDavid. Can he win rookie of the year? That conversation could start to 
gain momentum soon. 

Net results 

Backup netminder Petr Mrázek is key to the Leafs’ fortunes going 
forward. An injury-plagued first season with Toronto — he’s appeared in 
just six games to date — has forced him to step into the pressure of the 
second half with very few minutes to build off. Still, he’s 4-2-0 and guided 
the Leafs to a 3-1 win over the New York Islanders one day after they 
dropped a 6-3 decision to the New York Rangers. But as the Leafs’ 
schedule heats up to make up several games postponed by COVID-19 
outbreaks, the sense is that Mrázek and No. 1 goalie Jack Campbell 
need to establish a solid tandem arrangement for success. Right now, 
Mrázek has a sub-.900 save percentage, while Campbell — who made 
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the all-star team with stellar first-half numbers — has an .864 percentage 
over his last five outings. They will share back-to-back games against 
New Jersey on Monday and Tuesday, hoping to send the Leafs into the 
all-star break feeling good about their goaltending. 

Trade buzz 

As colleague Damien Cox wrote over the weekend, the Leafs deserve a 
chance to prove themselves in the playoffs without additions via trade. 
But as always they’ve been linked to speculation, even with the March 21 
deadline still a long way off. According to a report on “Hockey Night in 
Canada,” they have interest in Anaheim defenceman Josh Manson 
(which has also been rumoured in past years). Manson is the type of 
hard-nosed, veteran defenceman that some feel the Leafs have needed 
for several seasons. Manson’s salary-cap hit would be prorated from his 
season-opening $4.45 million (U.S.), a sum that may still be a challenge. 
A cheaper option? Zdeno Chara, the giant 44-year-old blue-liner who has 
a $750,000 cap hit on an Islanders team that isn’t likely to make the 
playoffs. The idea of Leafs GM Kyle Dubas negotiating with Isles GM Lou 
Lamoriello, and a longtime Boston Bruins nemesis finishing his Hall of 
Fame career in Toronto, has all sorts of angles. 
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For Leafs' Rasmus Sandin, more minutes mean a 'different style of game' 
... Devils GameNight 

 

Terry Koshan, Publishing date:Jan 30, 2022  •  7 hours ago 

 

As the Maple Leafs hit the halfway point of their season, Rasmus Sandin 
his hitting his stride. 

The 21-year-old defenceman has been given an increased role with 
veteran Jake Muzzin recovering from a concussion and has 
demonstrated some poise with the bump in ice time. 

Sandin has played more than 20 minutes in each of the past three Leafs 
games, all victories. Just twice in his previous 31 games in 2021-22 did 
Sandin break the 20-minute barrier. 

“It has been a lot of fun,” Sandin said. “I’m learning a lot playing against 
the top two lines on the other team. 

“When you’re playing against the bottom two lines, it’s a different type of 
game. They know their roles, they get the puck deep and work from 
there. The top two lines, they want to hold the puck a little bit more, are a 
little bit more skilled.” 

Sandin’s goal against the Red Wings in Detroit on Saturday was the 
second game-winner of his National Hockey League career, as well as 
his first goal of the season. 

“It’s huge,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “Any time these guys get 
get to contribute offensively, it’s good for them. Nobody likes to have a 
zero beside their name, so that’s a good thing to get that out of their 
head.” 

The Leafs will look to cap the first half with a win against the New Jersey 
Devils on Monday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

With all-stars Auston Matthews and Jack Campbell leading the way, the 
Leafs had a .713 points percentage through 40 games, good for fourth in 
the NHL. 

ROBERTSON RETURNS 

Nick Robertson is done with hitting the reset button. 

The Leafs prospect is nearly all the way back after suffering a broken leg 
three months ago, as he was a full participant in a Toronto Marlies 
practice for the first time since he suffered the injury on Oct. 17 in a game 
against Manitoba. 

“I’m more of an optimistic person and try to be optimistic about the 
future,” Robertson said after practice on Sunday at the Ford Performance 
Centre. “The whole year of 2021 was pretty much downward and 
upward, and now that 2022 is here, I try to make this my year and move 
forward and put the injuries past me and do what I can do. It felt good to 
be back out there.” 

Robertson, the Leafs’ second-round pick in 2019, appeared to be on the 
cusp of making a full-time step to the NHL club during the summer of 
2020. The winger played in four games for the Leafs against the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in the qualifying round, and showed well. 

The 2020-21 season didn’t go as Robertson had hoped — not even 
close. After suffering a knee injury in his first game with the Leafs in 
January 2021, Robertson later endured a groin/abdominal issue and a 
concussion. By the time the season ended, Robertson played in just six 
games with the Leafs and 21 with the Marlies. 

Since his 55-goal season with the Peterborough Petes in 2019-20 before 
the pandemic hit, Robertson has played in 29 regular-season games with 
the Leafs and Marlies. 

“I had those injuries last year and it was kind of hard to deal with, given 
the COVID year and how everything went,” Robertson, 20, said. “I’m just 
preparing myself mentally and and physically and looking forward to 
hopefully playing soon.” 

That could be on Wednesday, when the Marlies play in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

“Through the experience of this injury, it has made him even more 
mentally tough,” Marlies coach Greg Moore said. “A lot of the things that 
he talks about and what his mindset is coming back, he’s saying a lot of 
mature things. He’s done a lot of good work on himself.” 

After practice, Robertson and Marlies captain Rich Clune spent much of 
the next 30 minutes pacing each other in sprints on the ice. 

“He is a very driven young man and it’s good to see him, in a lot of ways, 
do things that show leadership,” Moore said of Robertson. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

The Leafs had a day off on Sunday, but there was William Nylander by 
himself on a pad at the Ford Performance Centre, working on his shot 
and puckhandling. The desire for extra work isn’t new for Nylander, who 
often is the first Leafs player on the ice for practice … It’s not likely that 
Muzzin will return on Monday. He hasn’t taken part in full contact in 
practice since suffering a concussion on Jan. 15 … Since signing an 
eight-year, $60-million US extension on Oct. 29, defenceman Morgan 
Rielly has 32 points in 32 games … The Leafs reportedly are one of 
several clubs interested in signing free-agent overage goalie Mack 
Guzda of the Barrie Colts. 

GAMENIGHTS: Devils at Leafs 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS 15-23-5 vs. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 27-10-3 

Monday, 7:30 p.m., Scotiabank Arena, TV: Sportsnet Radio: AM 590 

Tuesday, 7 p.m., at Prudential Center, TV: TSN4 

WHY WATCH? 

Home cooking 

Jack Campbell presumably gets his last start — before heading to Las 
Vegas with Auston Matthews later in the week to take part in the all-star 
festivities — as the Maple Leafs and Devils kick off a back-to-back set. 
The clubs will meet again on Tuesday in Newark, but first, the Leafs will 
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look to continue dominance at Scotiabank Arena, where they are 15-4-1. 
The Devils have lost four in a row and are 5-13-2 on the road. 

POINTS LEADERS 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Auston Matthews 37 25 20 45 +1 

John Tavares 39 17 23 40 +4 

William Nylander 40 17 23 40 +4 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Jesper Bratt 40 14 25 39 E 

Jack Hughes 26 11 14 25 -11 

Nico Hischier 37 8 16 24 -2 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play — TOR: 31% (1st), NJ: 17.1% (23rd) 

Penalty kill — TOR: 83.5% (6th), NJ: 82.1% (11th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE DEVILS 

1. Jack Hughes has tied his career high with 11 goals, and with 25 
points, is six shy of equalling his career high. The No. 1 pick in the 2019 
draft had a five-game point streak before he was held off the board in a 
Devils loss in Carolina on Saturday. Hughes doesn’t have a point in two 
career games against Toronto. 

2. Ex-Leafs forward Andreas Johnsson, traded to the Devils in October 
2020 for Joey Anderson, will play against Toronto for the first time. 
Despite averaging 14 minutes 50 seconds a game — eighth among 
Devils forwards — Johnsson has been productive and is tied for third in 
team scoring with 24 points in 41 games. 

3. Not that you would expect it to happen, but if the Leafs are behind 
heading into the second period, they would stand a good chance of 
rebounding against the Devils. New Jersey’s minus-22 in goal differential 
in the second is second-worst in the NHL. 
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Maple Leafs' Cup drought hits another painful milestone 

 

Lance Hornby, Publishing date:Jan 30, 2022 

 

There are days when people must be reminded the current crop of Maple 
Leafs weren’t even born when the longest Stanley Cup drought in NHL 
history began. 

Then there’s a day like Tuesday, when dehydration for Leafs Nation 
reaches an uncomfortable milestone — or millstone. It marks 20,000 
days since captain George Armstrong sealed the 1967 title with an empty 
net goal against Montreal at the Gardens. A few days later, he and the 
team took the trophy up Bay St. in a joyful motorcade to ‘new’ City Hall. 

Since then, Stanley has been claimed by 19 other NHL cities, including 
14 teams not in existence when the Leafs were champions. 

“Wow, 20,000, I was not aware of that,” said Ron Ellis, a right winger on 
the ‘67 team and one of five Leafs to have played 1,000 games for the 

Blue and White. “That’s quite the statistic. Hard to believe they haven’t 
been able to get in the finals since (with five semifinal appearances). 

“But it’s very difficult to win the Cup today. There were only six teams in 
‘67 and we only had to win two rounds. It’s 32 teams now.” 

The 77-year-old Ellis considers himself very privileged to have been 
there for the final sip of champagne from the Cup bowl. It was only his 
third full season and most of his teammates were considered over the hill 
from their early 1960s’ dynasty. They entered that year’s playoffs in third 
place, having endured a 10-game losing streak — still the club record — 
before upsetting first-place Chicago and then Montreal. 

“What a wonderful time it was to win the Cup,” Ellis said. “Only six teams 
in the league, the last year (before expansion and in Canada’s centennial 
year. 

“But I’m encouraged with today’s Leafs. They’re playing well, maybe still 
a couple of holes to fill, but I think they’ll be heard from this year. They’re 
definitely in the top 10 or higher. 

“Anything can happen (in playoffs). It just has to be put together at the 
right time. I guess we’re on a bit of a (salary cap) clock because it will be 
hard for the Leafs to keep all these top players the next few years. 

“I’m cheering for them, I hope they do it and I know as a member of the 
last team, I’m quite prepared to pass on the title.” 
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Monday Morning Leafs Report: Michael Bunting has earned the most 
valuable Leafs real estate — beside Auston Matthews 

 

By Jonas Siegel Jan 31, 2022 

 

When the Toronto Raptors hosted Kevin Durant and the Brooklyn Nets in 
early November, there, sitting courtside next to Auston Matthews, in a 
white retro Raptors hat, was Michael Bunting. 

It didn’t take long last fall to see that a friendship was blossoming 
between the Leafs’ best player and new scrappy winger from 
Scarborough. Nor did it take long to see a partnership was blooming on 
the ice as well. 

“Him and Auston have a great relationship off the ice,” Jason Spezza 
observed at one point. “I think that’s helped (Michael) on the ice.” 

The Leafs’ most lasting forward duo so far this season has been Bunting 
and Matthews. Nearly 75 percent of Bunting’s five-on-five minutes this 
season have come with Matthews. 

Leafs' top forward combos 

RANK PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2 TOI 

1 

Auston Matthews 

Michael Bunting 

404.7 

2 

John Tavares 

Alex Kerfoot 

335.4 
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3 

John Tavares 

William Nylander 

331.2 

4 

William Nylander 

Alex Kerfoot 

291.3 

5 

Auston Matthews 

Mitch Marner 

257.2 

It’s no accident either. 

Bunting snatched the top left wing gig from Nick Ritchie for good in 
November and hasn’t let it go. The 26-year-old, who scored his first hat 
trick as a Leaf over the weekend, has earned the most valuable real 
estate on the Leafs that way. He’s been a perfect fit with Matthews, 
making the Ritchie misfire (slightly) less damaging and all but erasing 
any miss-you chatter from Leafs fans when it comes to Zach Hyman, 
who joined the Oilers for big coin in the offseason. 

“Just the fact that he drives the net, he works hard, he’s always in the 
right areas, he’s around the puck all game — it makes him one of those 
guys that’s easy to play with,” Spezza said of Bunting’s fit with Matthews. 

Auston Matthews and Michael Bunting sitting courtside at a Toronto 
Raptors game. (Kevin Sousa / USA Today) 

Bunting’s game is undoubtedly blue collar, representative of perpetual 
underdog status. But he blends enough skill, speed, and creativity along 
with it to make him fit nicely in the sidekick role. 

Bunting has landed assists on nine of Matthews’ 14 five-on-five goals, 
tops on the team. Matthews, conversely, has set up half of Bunting’s 10 
five-on-five goals. There’s clear chemistry between the two. 

Bunting has taken advantage of all the attention Matthews draws. His 
propensity for taking direct trips to the net, without passing Go, has 
allowed him to create opportunities for Matthews … 

And also capitalize on rebound gold for himself — not to mention tips and 
redirections. 

Bunting batted down a Matthews shot from Alex Nedeljkovic’s doorstep 
for his second goal against the Red Wings on Saturday. 

MIKEY B WITH THE HAND-EYE  #LEAFSFOREVER 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/GXL8UPEX16 

— TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (@MAPLELEAFS) JANUARY 30, 2022 

The other goals versus Detroit: A deflection from deep and easy deposit 
of a brilliant Mitch Marner setup from in tight. 

Because Bunting does so much of his shooting work around the blue 
paint, he keeps some pretty elite company in the expected goals 
department (heading into play on Sunday). 

5-on-5 expected goal leaders 

RANK PLAYER EXPECTED ACTUAL 

1 

Timo Meier 

13.2 

12 

2 

Auston Matthews 

11.7 

14 

3 

John Tavares 

11.1 

9 

4 

Matthew Tkachuk 

10.8 

13 

5 

Alex Ovechkin 

10.7 

15 

6 

Connor McDavid 

10.6 

11 

7 

Kyle Connor 

10.6 

16 

8 

Michael Bunting 

10.1 

10 

9 

Pierre-Luc Dubois 

10.1 

6 

10 

Jake Guentzel 

10.0 

15 

Bunting has already set a career high with 12 goals this season, which 
puts him second among rookies. He’s got 23 goals now in 66 career NHL 
games. 

All but three of his 27 points, another career high, have come with five a 
side, putting him among the top 30 or so players in the league. 

He’s developed a clear kinship with Matthews. At one point last week, 
Bunting got under the skin of some Ducks just before a TV timeout in the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • January 31, 2022 

 

second period. An enraged Matthews jumped in to defend Bunting from 
the feisty Nicolas Deslauriers. 

VIEW THIS POST ON INSTAGRAM 

 

A POST SHARED BY MICHAEL BUNTING (@BUNTING27) 

The Leafs knew when they signed Bunting to a two-year contract last 
July that they were getting a supporting cast member who could hang on-
screen with stars. Bunting was a Soo Greyhound back when Sheldon 
Keefe was still their head coach and Kyle Dubas was the GM. 

Both had seen Bunting fit in smoothly with Arizona’s top players last 
season when he finally got a chance with their big club. 

“Whether it was top line or top six or playing significant minutes, I 
certainly did see that,” Keefe said. 

That the Leafs got such a capable sidekick for Matthews for so cheap — 
$950K this season and next — is a big win. Only two Leafs forwards, 
both of them fourth-liners, are earning less on the cap this season: 
Spezza ($750K) and Wayne Simmonds ($900K). 

Bunting started the season on the Leafs second unit, first centered by 
Alex Kerfoot, then John Tavares. Before long, he was at Matthews’ side. 
It took him time to adjust to life next to the superstar. He was admittedly 
overly deferential to Matthews during their first spin together. 

They were reconnected on Nov. 21. Since then, Bunting has collected 18 
five-on-five points in 21 games, a top-20 mark in the league. 

It’s clear he relishes his chance to play with Matthews. 

“Playing with him makes me want to be better,” Bunting said recently. 
“Just watching him out there in practice, he gets better every single day 
— so that motivates me to keep up to his standard every single night. 
Just playing with him makes me a better player and brings success to me 
as well.” 

Five Points 

1. Turnaround No. 1 

Has enough been made of the Leafs’ dramatic improvement on the 
power play this season? It’s Toronto, so it’s hard to say anything flies 
under the radar. But the power play, and the Leafs special teams play in 
general, has probably been somewhat overlooked. 

The Leafs have already scored more power-play goals in 40 games this 
season (35) than they managed to bury in 56 games last season (31). 

They’ve clicked on 31 percent of their power plays, the No. 1 mark in the 
league. 

Peek behind the curtains and you’ll see more of everything — shots, 
chances, expected goals, actual goals. 

PER 60 MINUTES 2021-22 2020-21 

Shot attempts 

119.5 

100.7 

Shots 

68.4 

56.3 

Scoring chances 

76.6 

63.6 

Goals 

11.9 

7.1 

Expected goals 

9.9 

7.9 

The overall approach feels completely different from where it finished last 
season. 

Consider how stagnant and predictable the No. 1 unit looked against 
Montreal in Game 6 of the playoffs: 

The top unit of today brings with it a more frenetic pace. Bodies are 
moving — constantly. Where players start often isn’t where they end up. 

Of his more influential position on PP1, William Nylander said, “Being in 
the middle, me and Johnny kinda rotating positions there, sometimes 
ending up on the half-wall, kinda flowing around whatever spot we get 
into. The chemistry has been there all year on the power play.” 

The puck, which once seemed stuck in the hands of either Marner or 
Matthews, now seems to touch the tape of everyone. Matthews still leads 
the team with nine power-play goals. Tavares and Nylander each have 
six. 

The Leafs make much more use of both, not to mention the lower part of 
the ice. 

Whoever ends up around the blue paint tends to flash open for passes 
from the flanks. That creates something like a triangle for penalty killers 
to navigate, with multiple options for the puck holder. 

The power-play transformation could be significant when the games 
really matter. Arguably nothing was more damaging to the Leafs’ playoff 
fate last season than the power-play failure. 

2. Drawing penalties … or not 

The Leafs still rank near the bottom of the league in power-play 
opportunities — with 113 through 40 games. The only teams that have 
nabbed fewer: Edmonton, San Jose, Columbus and the New York 
Islanders. 

3. More production 

Keefe had this to say recently about the uptick in Rielly’s production this 
season: “If I look at the last two seasons, the production — I thought he 
was capable of a lot more. And a lot of it was just, there’s some luck 
attached to it and some finish from himself and others. We go through 
the scoring chances religiously and break it down and everything like 
that, and Morgan’s contributions to our scoring chances has always been 
really off the charts relative to our defence. I don’t think it’s in a different 
place necessarily this season, but the puck is going in a lot more.” 

With 36 points, Rielly has already surpassed his point total from all of last 
season (35) — in 15 fewer games, mind you. That’s power play and five-
on-five. 

What’s odd is Rielly’s on-ice shooting percentage hasn’t budged much. 
It’s at 11.4 percent currently. It was 11.4 percent last season and 11.0 
percent the year before that. 

4. Turnaround No. 2 (maybe) 

Quietly, there are signs of a turnaround taking place with Justin Holl, who 
celebrated his 30th birthday on Sunday. 

It’s a small sample, but since the calendar turned over to 2022, things 
have been much less noisy for Holl. 

The underlying numbers paint a pretty dramatic picture that way: 

Holl's 2022 turnaround? 
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PER 60 MINUTES 2022 2021 

GP 

7 

24 

SF 

31.1 

31.5 

SA 

24.6 

32.9 

SCF 

36.1 

32.0 

SCA 

19.7 

30.6 

GF 

3.9 

2.5 

GA 

0.9 

3.1 

xGF 

3.2 

2.7 

XGA 

1.7 

2.6 

OZS% 

53.7 

41.8 

Holl believes he’s “making more happen on the ice, all over the ice — 
maybe join the offence more and driving play that way.” 

He’s been focused on “dictating where the opponent should be on the ice 
instead of reacting.” 

That was evident over the weekend when he was repeatedly aggressive 
in the offensive zone. Holl ended the night with two assists in almost 22 
minutes. He wasn’t on the ice for a single goal against. 

“I don’t think I’ve been perfect by any means,” Holl said. “It’s always a 
work in progress and I’m always trying to improve.” 

Justin Holl. (Rick Osentoski / USA Today) 

Holl reverting back to last season’s form would be significant for the 
Leafs, especially if it coincides with a Jake Muzzin turnaround. 

It might well change the Leafs’ approach at the trade deadline. Maybe 
they won’t need an upgrade on defence after all. 

A few things to bear in mind though: 

Holl has played only some of the recent games with Muzzin. (First, Holl 
was in protocol. Then Muzzin suffered a concussion.) The other games 
were spent alongside rookie Rasmus Sandin. 

The Leafs have lightened Holl’s load a bit. He’s not grabbing quite as 
many defensive zone draws as before. 

Holl is finally getting a little luck. The Leafs have a .966 save percentage 
(five-on-five) when he’s been on the ice in January. Prior to that, that 
number was .907. 

5. Draws 

One subtle boost to the power play: Tavares winning more draws. 

The Leafs captain has emerged on 64 percent of those faceoffs, the No. 
3 mark in the league among those with at least 100 draws. The only two 
faring better so far this season: Jonathan Toews (68 percent) and Patrice 
Bergeron (67 percent). More wins means immediate possession for the 
Leafs — no need to retrieve the puck, break out, gain entry, and get set 
up again. 

Things I Think I Think 

Hockey encyclopedia and Sportsnet’s own Jeff Marek reported over the 
weekend that while Petr Mrazek was drawing interest on the trade 
market, the Leafs were inclined to wait until summer for such decisions. 

I wonder if they should at least consider the possibility. 

When Mrazek was signed to a three-year contract last July the Leafs 
were still unsure, to some degree, what exactly they had in Jack 
Campbell. They wanted a capable partner just in case. 

Now that Campbell has seized the crease, and will be due a big raise this 
summer, flipping Mrazek for a goalie who makes fewer dollars with less 
term feels like something worth considering, what with the flexibility it 
would bring now and down the line. 

Petr Mrazek. (Rick Osentoski / USA Today) 

The problem is netting a goalie in return who’s as capable in the 
understudy role as Mrazek. Edmonton, for instance, could use a 
netminder (among many other things). But if you’re the Leafs, do you 
really want Mikko Koskinen back? 

He’s on an expiring contract, yes, but with an inflated cap hit of $4.5 
million. Koskinen also owns a save percentage of .900 so far this year. 
Trading for him now arguably hurts the current team for future flexibility. 

It’s hard to find other potential trades that net the Leafs a goalie who 
might be able to step in and save the day if Campbell gets hurt or falters. 

Here’s one I don’t hate: Mrazek to San Jose for James Reimer. 

Reimer only has one year left on his contract after this one, at $2.25 
million on the cap. That’s less money and term than Mrazek, who could 
lead the Sharks crease as they compete for a playoff spot. 

Reimer might be the slightest downgrade from Mrazek, though he’s been 
better this season (.915 save percentage). 

The Leafs could have signed Reimer in the summer when he was a free 
agent though. They opted for Mrazek. Bailing now, when he’s made six 
starts, seems hasty. (And would the Sharks want that extra year of 
Mrazek?) 

Still, if there’s a path to creating cap space — today and tomorrow — 
while ensuring the backup position is sound, it’s worth considering, no 
doubt. 

Object of Curiosity 

Could the Leafs use another depth forward? 
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The thought has been bouncing around in my head in recent weeks amid 
a rough patch for fourth-line vets, Spezza and Wayne Simmonds. 

Then Spezza and Simmonds, with help from roadrunner Pierre Engvall, 
had a highly effective night against Detroit. 

Still, I wonder a little about the bottom of the forward group, especially if 
injuries crop up. The 13th forward at the moment is Nick Ritchie. Not a 
bad option for that position in theory, though he’s costly ($2.5 million cap 
hit) and has struggled to make a real difference anywhere in the lineup, 
including on the fourth line. After that, it’s Kyle Clifford, who looks like he 
might not be an NHL-calibre contributor anymore, and Joey Anderson, 
who has limited experience. 

Nick Robertson remains an intriguing question mark. 

It’s tough, if not impossible, to ice a roster without any holes when there’s 
a salary cap. So maybe this is a reach. It just feels like the Leafs could 
use someone who’s a little better than Ritchie, Clifford or Anderson at the 
bottom of the lineup, if that’s even possible. 
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Gaudette finds his groove, moving up the lineup because of injuries 

 

Ken Warren, Publishing date:Jan 30, 2022 

  

Adam Gaudette rediscovered some long lost confidence against the then 
struggling Edmonton Oilers in the middle of the month. 

Now, with the suddenly hot Oilers back in Ottawa to close out January, 
the former Hobey Baker winner is on an offensive roll. 

Seeing additional opportunities up front due to injuries to Drake 
Batherson, Josh Norris and Connor Brown, Gaudette has registered a 
goal and five assists in his past eight games. He has two goals and five 
assists in 10 games overall with Ottawa. 

While Gaudette came up empty on the scoresheet in Saturday’s 2-1 loss 
to the Anaheim Ducks, he delivered a career high five shots on goal and 
had a spirited first period fight with the Ducks’ Maxime Comtois. 

“(The confidence) is the highest since I’ve been in the league, but it took 
a lot of work to get to this point, for sure,” Gaudette said following 
Sunday’s workout at Canadian Tire Centre. 

With all the forwards going down around him, Gaudette, 25, recognizes 
this for what it is; the golden opportunity he has been looking for to 
kickstart his career. 

He also issued a shout out to Senators senior vice president of player 
development Pierre McGuire, who has had Gaudette’s back since he 
was at Northeastern University. 

Drafted by Vancouver in 2015, he was traded to Chicago last April and 
played only eight games with the Blackhawks this season before being 
plucked off waivers by the Senators. 

With the Senators, he also waited and waited for the chance to play 
regularly, which finally arrived in the New Year. 

He had a goal and an assist in the Senators come from behind 5-2 win 
over Edmonton on Jan. 15 and has been in the line-up ever since. 
Clearly, he’s ready to do whatever he can to stay, including dropping the 
gloves if necessary. 

“I’m not afraid to get gritty like that,” he said of his third NHL fight, which 
stemmed from an unpenalized high stick from Comtois. “A lot of people 
were surprised, they didn’t expect that (from) a scrawny little kid like me, 

but I think that’s part of my game. I’m trying to evolve more, to be more 
physical, more of a presence on the ice that people have to worry about.” 

Until the wounded return, though, the Senators also need him and other 
top line replacements to show what they can do with the gloves on. 
Gaudette and Tyler Ennis, who scored the only Senators goal Saturday, 
are seeing additional power play time due to the injuries to the star 
forwards. 

Gaudette has played primarily on a line with Chris Tierney and Alex 
Formenton, but he also replaced Ennis for a couple of shifts Saturday on 
the top unit with Brady Tkachuk and Tim Stuetzle. 

“(Gaudette) is doing everything he can to play,” said Senators coach D.J. 
Smith. “We asked him for more shots and he’s shooting the puck. We 
asked him to track harder, he’s tracking. We asked him to finish checks, 
he’s finishing checks. He is practicing like he’s playing.” 

Gaudette isn’t satisfied by any means. On Sunday, he was talking about 
the missed chances that might have made all the difference in against 
the Ducks. 

“Maybe it’s surprising to some of you guys, but I expect that out of 
myself,” he told reporters. “I hold my myself to high standards and I want 
to be best I can be, always wanting more. You guys might think it’s great 
to have seven points in 10 games, but I’m thinking, ‘I should have scored 
on that one-timer last night.’ I should have 10 points in 10 games.” 

As the Senators literally limp towards the All-Star break, Smith is also 
crediting Ennis, who scored three goals and six assists in 30 games with 
the Oilers last season, for rediscovering what makes him a dangerous 
player. 

After scoring in the season opener, Ennis went 28 games without a goal. 
Since his return from being a healthy scratch, he has four goals and an 
assist in three games. 

“It’s really tough for young guys when they get scratched or you don’t 
have success, it’s so easy to pass blame on your linemates, (or to say) 
the coach isn’t playing you enough or you’re not in the right situations 
and your agent, your parents, everyone is telling you how you’re getting 
screwed or whatever the case may be,” Smith said. 

“(Ennis) looked at himself and said he wasn’t playing well enough. He 
said he absolutely needed those two games (as a scratch) to re-set 
mentally and said I just feel like a different player coming back.” 

The Oilers, meanwhile, look like a different team from the mentally fragile 
squad that lost to the Senators two weeks ago. At that point, Edmonton 
had lost six straight. The skid eventually hit seven, but the Oilers have 
since won four consecutive, including Saturday’s 7-2 romp over the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

Newcomer Evander Kane opened the scoring. 

“They’re as talented as anyone in hockey,” said Smith, who always 
believed they would start winning again. “The so-called experts were 
calling to change everything. It’s never as bad as it is and it’s never as 
good as it is, either, so certainly they’ve righted the ship.” 

From his perspective, though, nothing changes. The Senators have to 
continue to grind with every team, while hoping a few more pucks find the 
net along the way. 
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WARREN'S PIECE: Tkachuk sits out, Brannstrom ready to go and 
Murray should be back 
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There’s no truth to the rumour Brady is retiring. 

Brady Tkachuk, that is. 

Tkachuk was notable by his absence at Sunday’s practice, but it was 
simply an opportunity to give the Senators captain a breather. 

“He’s playing a lot of minutes, playing through a lot of little things that 
probably some other guys you don’t know if they would play or not,” said 
Senators coach D.J. Smith. “With the back to back coming (Monday 
against Edmonton and Tuesday at the New York Islanders), today was 
the perfect day to give him a rest, but we expect him to play (against the 
Oilers).” 

BRANNSTROM: Barring another setback, defenceman Erik Brannstrom 
is also expected to return against Edmonton. He tested positive for 
COVID-19 — mild cold symptoms only, he said — and has missed the 
past three games. 

“I felt good on the ice (Sunday) and (Saturday), too, so I should be ready 
to go,” said Brannstrom, who has topped the 20-minute mark in his past 
four outings. 

Brannstrom was paired on the left side with Josh Brown at Sunday’s 
practice, but he has also seen time recently as a right defenceman, 
alongside Thomas Chabot on a top pairing. “He’s a great player, one of 
the best defencemen in the league, so I was honoured to play with him. I 
think we made some good plays. We both want the puck and we found 
each other and hopefully I can play a few more shifts with him in the 
games coming up here, too. It will be fun.” 

NO NEW INJURY UPDATES: The Senators continue to take their time 
before offering a firm diagnosis on the status of centre Josh Norris. Norris 
went hard into the boards in the first period of Thursday’s 3-2 shootout 
loss to the Carolina Hurricanes. He won’t be back until after the All-Star 
break. “We should know a little more in the next couple of days,” said 
Smith. “There are different people looking at different things.” Smith says 
the Senators will be “1,000 per cent sure” before bringing Norris back. 
Norris has a team-leading 18 goals, along with eight assists in 36 games 
… On Monday, the Ottawa 67’s are also expected to offer an injury 
update on Senators 2021 first round draft pick Tyler Boucher. Boucher 
didn’t make it through the first period of Friday’s 3-1 win over the Sudbury 
Wolves. 

THE GOALIE SHUFFLE: As per usual, Smith wasn’t confirming his 
goaltending starter against the Oilers, but it would be shocking if it wasn’t 
Matt Murray. With Murray on a 3-0-2 run, the Senators raised some 
eyebrows by going with Anton Forsberg on Saturday. Forsberg allowed a 
weak first period goal to Rickard Rakell as the Ducks opened the scoring. 
“It’s easy to say just ride the one guy all the time, but that was 
(goaltending coach Zac Bierk’s) schedule that he set up,” said Smith. 
“There are a lot of games here in a lot of days, so we’re not going to 
nitpick on who plays what game. Probably the game that we didn’t 
deserve to win the most, of all these games recently was against 
Columbus (a 2-1 victory on Jan. 23). And Forsberg stole the game.” 

CALL-UP FOR REINHARDT: Left winger Cole Reinhardt was moved to 
the Senators taxi squad from Belleville of the AHL on Sunday. It’s a just-
in-case security measure if the Senators run into any more COVID-19 or 
injury complications before the All-Star break arrives. A sixth round draft 
pick in 2020, Reinhardt has scored five goals and eight assists in 31 
games with Belleville. At practice Sunday, he took Tkachuk’s spot 
alongside Tim Stuetzle and Tyler Ennis. “You could show up (Monday) 
and two guys have the flu, you don’t know,” said Smith. “If someone goes 
down, we’re not afraid to use him.” 
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Stars make short work of Linus Ullmark, bury Bruins in flurry of goals 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated January 30, 2022, 9:34 p.m. 

 

The Bruins opened the back half of their 82-game season Sunday night 
in Dallas and were backing up from the start, falling behind early and 
stumbling along to a punchless, feckless 6-1 loss to the Stars at 
American Airlines Center. 

The loss, their second on the three-game trip (1-1-1), also saw the Bruins 
get blanked on the power play, after entering the night with a league-best 
eight-game scoring streak on the man-advantage. 

For a night in Big D, the Bruins graded barely a D-minus. 

“If you look at the first-period goals . . .” said coach Bruce Cassidy, his 
disappointment obvious after the listless effort, “. . . We win a faceoff, we 
don’t get it through, it’s blocked, they’re coming back and beat us up ice 
in a 2-on-1 . . . Then the next goal, we’re soft on a puck in the neutral 
zone and they get behind us and score. We have to be harder back 
there.” 

Craig Smith, without a point in the previous six games, scored the lone 
Bruins goal on a night when Cassidy overhauled his lines, in large part 
because No. 2 center Erik Haula was placed in covid protocol shortly 
before the puck drop. 

Smith’s goal, only his sixth this season, came with 5:49 gone in the third, 
just less than a minute after Roope Hintz’s power-play goal provided the 
Stars a 5-0 lead. 

The schedule might have said the Bruins were in Dallas, but they looked 
more like Game No. 42 on their schedule delivered them to the Twlight 
Zone. 

Imagine, if you will, in less than 28 minutes they were trailing, 4-0, and 
backup goalie Jeremy Swayman was called into duty, subbing in for relief 
duty after starter Linus Ullmark stopped only 11 of the 15 shots he faced. 
Swayman was called up from AHL Providence on Saturday. 

Ullmark, 7-0-1 in his previous eight starts, needed to be better on the 3-0 
Dallas goal, by Luke Glendening. But otherwise, his game was in line 
with the rest of his teammates. Everyone needed to be better, but no one 
could shake the doldrums. 

“We didn’t do enough in front of him,” said Cassidy, noting the lackluster 
effort around Ullmark, who fell to 15-6-1 for the season. “It was a little 
more of, ‘OK, let’s get him out of there, he’s done some good work for 
us.’ We weren’t playing great—get Swayman some work back at the NHL 
level. Most of the goals, you can’t put on the goaltending.” 

Glendening’s goal had Cassidy thinking about pulling Ullmark then and 
there, but he waited for one more, which turned out to be a Jamie Benn 
strike 68 seconds later. 

No mas. 

“The fourth one was more lack of coverage,” said Cassidy, again noting 
his club’s poor work in the defensive end that characterized the night. 
“I’m not sure Swayman would have stopped that either if we had made 
the change. I didn’t think our goaltending was a problem tonight at all—
just too many easy opportunities for them.” 

The loss was a somber footnote to what otherwise was a very successful 
January, in which they went 11-4-1 and gained a strong foothold for 
being one of the eight teams in the East that will make the playoffs. 

The Stars, desperate to stay alive in the wildcard race in the West, 
connected for their first two in a stretch of just over eight minutes in the 
first, and then that other pair in a 68-second blitz in the second. 

Old friend Tyler Seguin (two goals) got the Big D mojo going at 6:54 of 
the first, potting his 13th of the season at 6:54. The Bruins’ former first-
round draft pick, No. 2 to Taylor Hall, connected off the rush, knocking 
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the puck by Ullmark after Denis Gurianov’s pass deflected off rookie 
Boston backliner Urho Vaakanainen. 

Alexander Radulov, the Dirty Bomb, boosted the Stars’ lead to 2-0, 
converting off rush after Derek Forbort failed to get the puck in at 
Boston’s offensive blue line. Radulov came barreling down the middle, 
alone on the defenseless Ullmark, and connected for only his second 
goal this season. 

Only seven shots on net, but the Stars were on their way. 

Glendening, the ex-Red Wing, was credited with the third goal at 6:31 of 
the second. Ullmark was left slightly out of position, and scurrying to get 
back to be shot-ready, when Glendening put the last touch to a shot by 
defenseman Miro Heiskanen. Stars, 3-0. 

Finally, just the 68 ticks later, Benn ended Ullmark’s night, with his 10th 
of the season, and the primary assist went to Seguin. 

With little choice otherwise, Cassidy hooked Ullmark and brought in 
Swayman, who was called to Dallas on Saturday after the Bruins 
determined Tuukka Rask will have to tend to a minor injury before he can 
resume net chores. Rask will remain shut down now until after the All-
Star weekend break. 

Swayman is the likely starter for Tuesday, the club’s last game before 
beginning a five-day All-Star break. 
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With Erik Haula landing in protocol, Bruins reunite Perfection Line in 
flurry of late line changes 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff January 30, 2022, 5:32 p.m. 

 

The Bruins lost No. 2 center Erik Haula to COVID-19 protocol restrictions 
Sunday afternoon, leading coach Bruce Cassidy to mix and match lines, 
after already deciding late in the morning in Dallas that he would pull 
Craig Smith off the No. 1 line in hopes that the struggling forward would 
rediscover his offensive touch. 

Smith managed to snap his personal scoring drought by accounting for 
the Bruins’ lone goal in Sunday’s 6-1 loss to the Dallas Stars, potting his 
sixth goal of the season — and first since Jan. 15 vs. Nashville — at 5:49 
of the third period. 

Smith scored off Charlie Coyle’s backhand feed from the right wing 
corner, connecting on what was his lone shot of the night. 

When the puck dropped, Smith indeed was on a new line, but not the one 
Cassidy designated for him when the day began. 

Cassidy’s myriad moves reunited the so-called Perfection Line, with 
David Pastrnak moving back to right wing with Brad Marchand and 
Patrice Bergeron. 

The reunion of the Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak line paid no dividends. 
The trio did not pick up a point and landed only six shots on net, despite 
averaging 17:16 in ice time. 

Pastrnak had his nine-game scoring streak snapped. He had 
accumulated a 7-6—13 line over that stretch. 

Smith, without a point in his last six games after Friday’s 2-1 win in 
Arizona, had occupied that No 1 right wing spot since Jan. 1, while 
Pastrnak had shifted over to the No. 2 line with Taylor Hall and Haula. 

With Haula sidelined vs the Stars, Cassidy moved Charlie Coyle up to 
the No. 2 line, where he pivoted Hall and Smith. The original plan called 

for Smith to ride with Coyle on the No. 3 line, with Jake DeBrusk on the 
left side. 

Instead, with Coyle hitting higher in the order, DeBrusk lined up with taxi 
squad center Steven Fogarty, originally a Ranger draft pick, and Oskar 
Steen at right wing. Steen is accustomed to third line duty, but the 
morning plan had him assuming Smith’s spot with Marchand and 
Bergeron. 

Cassidy was changing his lines on the fly, long before the puck dropped. 
Steen went from Line 3, up to Line 1, and back to Line 3 before anyone 
took a shift. 

The only trio that lined up as intended was the fourth line: Anton Blidh-
Tomas Nosek-Curtis Lazar. 

His final landing spot aside, Smith was on the move because of his 
meager offensive output of late. 

“We’re trying to find the best fit for Smitty,” explained Cassidy, noting that 
Smith lost his everyday center from last season when David Krejci opted 
to return to play in Czechia. “He played well throughout the lineup last 
year. . . Just trying to find the best fit to get him comfortable. It looks like 
he’s squeezing the stick.” 

Smith’s touch went into a mid-winter deep freeze the last two weeks, 
despite his being placed on the high-octane Marchand-Bergeron 
combination as part of Cassidy’s effective top six makeover. 

Smith’s low production finally prompted Cassidy to give Steen some 
looks on that line beginning midway through the second period in 
Arizona. 

In the 15 games (11-3-1) prior to the stop in Dallas, Smith went 3-3—6, 
the weakest production from among the top six, who other wise ranged 
from Bergeron’s 2-8—10 and Marchand’s 10-10—20. 

Dating back to Jan. 1, the No. 2 line delivered greater numbers as a 
group, including Haula (4-7—11), Hall (4-9—13) Pastrnak (12-7—19).. 

“Sometimes, when you get moved up in the lineup, you put a little more 
pressure on yourself,” said Cassidy, referring to Smith’s woes. “So this is, 
‘Hey, just go back with Charlie [Coyle], you’ve played a lot of hockey with 
Charlie.” 

The plucky Steen, who led AHL Providence in scoring (10-10—20) in 16 
games prior to his promotion from the WannaB’s does not project as a 
top six NHL winger, but he has an aggressive approach that delivered a 
2-4—6 line in his 16 games prior the Dallas stop. 

Steen ultimately may see duty with Marchand and Bergeron, but he will 
have to wait at least until Tuesday night when the Kraken come to town. 

“We’ll give Steen a chance,” said Cassidy, when his initial plan had Steen 
ready to run with the big boys. ”He’s been a good player for us. It’s a big 
ask on a consistent basis, but maybe it helps in the short term.” 

Matt Grzelyck’s return bolsters blueliners 

Matt Grzelcyk, shelved for games vs. Anaheim and Colorado after getting 
injured in last Saturday’s matinee with Winnipeg, was back on the 
blueline again after making his return in the Friday win over the Coyotes. 

The Bruins were a helter-skelter mess in the late stage of Wednesday’s 
OT loss in Denver. The downsized Grzelyck, by no means a thumper at 
either end, is skilled at retrieving pucks in his own end and delivering 
clean breakouts. All of which helped the Bruins to have a more stabilized, 
effective approach vs. the Desert Dogs. 

“In general, we were cleaner with the puck and we moved those pairs 
around,” said Cassidy, who paired Grzelcyk with ex-BU teammate 
Charlie McAvoy.” 

Contrary to the collapse after taking a 3-1 lead in Denver, the Bruins, 
noted Cassidy, remained more in “attack mode’ in Arizona. 
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“Gryz is a guy who can break pucks out as well as anybody,” added 
Cassidy. “He’s going to help in transition, and he did.” 

McAvoy delivered the game-winning goal, a power-play strike, midway 
through the second period vs. the Coyotes. Grzelcyk pitched in with a 
steady 18:04 in ice time, and actually logged longer duty on the PP (3:51) 
than McAvoy (2:35). 

“Unfortunately, I’ve had to draw in a few times now [after being injured],” 
said McAvoy. “So I know to expect [after a layoff] that the game comes at 
you pretty quick. But I felt pretty good overall. I was very proud of how we 
played in the third, especially after what happened in Colorado. 

Cassidy said after the loss Nick Foligno has been skating and might have 
a shot to return Tuesday night. Fellow winger Trent Frederic has not 
been on skates and will not see action until after the All Star break. 
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Jeremy Swayman recalled as Tuukka Rask battles malady in return 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated January 29, 2022, 5:50 p.m. 

 

GLOBE STAFF Tuukka Rask is hurting again, which had Jeremy 
Swayman swapping his AHL Providence P for the Bruins Spoked-B 
Saturday. 

Swayman, the rookie goalie assigned back to the AHL two weeks ago 
upon Rask’s return from hip surgery, was on a flight to Dallas and is 
penciled in to back up Linus Ullmark there Sunday night in the wrap of a 
three-game road trip. 

“When we left on the road, we didn’t think there was anything serious 
[injury-wise] with Tuukka, obviously,” said coach Bruce Cassidy following 
Saturday’s on-ice workout in Arizona. “It got to be a little more than we 
anticipated.” 

Rask, still with the club on their afternoon flight, will be re-evaluated upon 
the club’s return to Boston. 

For the next two games, the Ullmark-Swayman tandem will be reunited, 
allowing Rask time for rest and rehab leading up to the Feb. 8 game vs. 
the Penguins — the first after the All-Star break, which begins following 
Tuesday night’s visit by the Kraken. 

“Right now, we’re planning on playing Ullie [in Dallas],” said Cassidy, who 
saw Ullmark turn aside 30 shots in Friday’s 2-1 win over the Coyotes. “I’ll 
have to talk to Sway to see when he was last on the ice, but that would 
be the tentative plan. Ullie’s been playing well, so we’re covered there, 
and hopefully Tuukka’s not out too long. But obviously, bring in Sway, it’s 
not a 48-hour thing.” 

Rask jumped right back into the net on Jan. 13 and recorded a win over 
the Flyers, but he was torched for five goals on 27 shots by Anaheim on 
Monday night and was hobbling some when the club arrived Tuesday in 
Colorado. It’s beginning to look like Rask would have benefited by 
playing in a couple of tuneup games with Providence in order to assure 
he had the stamina for a regular NHL workload. 

Cassidy didn’t discount the idea that Rask still might try a conditioning 
stint with the WannaBs. 

“Tuukka has to agree to that — he has to be amenable to it. We can’t just 
assign him there,” he said. “So that could be a conversation and it will 
depend on how he’s feeling. There’ll be some time off the ice for him that 
he’ll have to catch up again, so I’m sure that will be one of the options 
discussed.” 

Erik Haula finding form that’s escaped Craig Smith 

Friday’s win was Craig Smith’s sixth straight game without a point, but 
the No. 1 right wing did shoot six times and landed five on net, just one 
shy of Jake DeBrusk’s game high. 

Even with Smith’s offense in extended hibernation, his line with Brad 
Marchand at left wing and Patrice Bergeron in the middle has gone 15-
21—36 in 15 games this month. The new-found Zip Line, with Erik Haula 
between Taylor Hall and David Pastrnak, has clicked for 20-23—43. 

Cassidy suggested Friday morning that perhaps Smith could rediscover 
his scoring touch on the power play. He spent 2:53 on the advantage 
against the Coyotes and rolled out as a regular on the No. 2 unit, and still 
came away empty. 

Haula was the only member of the top six forwards to put a puck by Scott 
Wedgewood, connecting for the 1-0 lead off a slick Pastrnak feed 12:30 
into the first. Now 5-11—16 for the season, Haula had all but flatlined 
across the three months prior to being installed in the No. 2 center spot. 

“We have a good feel for each other,” said Haula, reflecting on the 
chemistry generated. “We talk quite a bit, but I think there’s another level 
we can get to still, and that’s kind of our goal, obviously, is to keep 
getting better and help the team win games.” 

Could old pal Phil Kessel be on the move? 

Ex-Bruin first-rounder Phil Kessel showed some encouraging jump and 
was turned away six times Friday by Ullmark, remaining stuck at a 
meager 5-22—27, albeit tied with Shayne Gostisbehere for second in 
Coyotes’ scoring. 

Kessel, 34, needs four more to reach the 400-goal plateau, and 
undoubtedly will remain a hot trade topic leading up to the league’s 
March 21 deadline. He has many potential landing spots, but somewhere 
in the West would make the most sense — Dallas, San Jose, and 
Edmonton are all still in the chase for a wild-card spot. 

Minnesota would be somewhat of a homecoming. Kessel played one 
year of college hockey there before the Bruins selected him No. 5 in 
2006, but it doesn’t appear Wild GM Bill Guerin needs another scorer. 

Not quite so fearsome 

Seattle, the next in to the Garden to face the Bruins Tuesday night, had 
its game Saturday on Long Island taken off the board because of the 
blizzard. The expansion Kraken have fallen considerably short of 
expectations, which were set unreasonably high because of how the 
Golden Knights came storming out of the gate in 2017-18. Challenged to 
score and porous on defense — a deadly combo — the Kraken might not 
collect 25 wins in their inaugural season. Ex-Bruin Ryan Donato (9-7—
16) has gone a meager 1-2—3 his last 11 games. Marcus Johansson, 
who paired so well with Charlie Coyle here in the 2019 Cup run, could be 
on the move again. He stands 5-9—14 through 32 games and is on 
target for July 1 UFA status . . . Charlie McAvoy’s winning goal in 
Glendale, snapping the 1-1 deadlock with 6:19 left in the second, 
extended the club’s power-play-goal streak to eight games. During the 
run, the Bruins have gone a sizzling 9 for 21 (42.9 percent) on the 
advantage, a surge that Saturday morning had them tied for sixth with 
Colorado with a 25.6 success rate for the season. It is the third time in 
the Cassidy era, and the 10th time the last 30 seasons, the Bruins have 
gone at least eight games with at least one power-play goal. Their best 
under Cassidy was a 14-game stretch during the COVID-shortened 
2019-’20 season. The league record is 21 straight, shared by the 1982-
83 and 1989-90 Oilers . . . The Stars suffered a 5-0 beatdown on home 
ice Friday night, with former Boston University netminder Jake Oettinger 
subbing in for Braden Holtby to start the third after the Capitals 
connected on 5 of 27 against their former backstop. Oettinger faced only 
two shots over the final 20:00 and likely will be in net against the Bruins. 
He has gone 10-4-0 with a 2.53/.910 in 16 appearances. 
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Iron man Keith Yandle has had some breaks along the way 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff,Updated January 29, 2022, 8:32 a.m. 

 

This has been a rough season for Keith Yandle and the Flyers. They 
entered the weekend on a 13-game losing streak. They had a 10-game 
skid before that. Philadelphia fans, rarely reserved in their criticism, were 
all but marching up and down Broad Street to demand change. 

Yandle hasn’t escaped the heat. His 13 assists was most among the 
team’s defensemen, but he was a team-worst minus-23 while skating 
15:04 a night, his lowest workload since he was trying to break into the 
league. 

In non-Philly hockey circles last week, that was ignored. Players, past 
and present, paid respect to the NHL’s new iron man. 

The defenseman from Milton played in his 965th consecutive game 
Tuesday against the Islanders, breaking an NHL record that stood about 
as long as he has (age 35). Yandle has played in every possible regular-
season game for some 14 seasons, 22,000 minutes of ice time, and 940 
shot blocks. 

“It’s huge, just because of how hard it is to get through a season, let 
alone 12, 13 in a row,” said Brad Marchand, Yandle’s teammate with 
QMJHL Moncton (2005-06). “There’s so many different things ― illness, 
injuries — and he plays 20-plus minutes and has for a long time. He’s a 
defenseman, not a huge guy (6 feet 1 inch, 197 pounds). Defensemen 
get run a lot. It’s such an incredible accomplishment. Especially now the 
COVID stuff. The fact he hasn’t popped is incredible.” 

Yandle’s run began March 26, 2009, with the Coyotes, and has followed 
him to the Rangers, Panthers, and Flyers. In second place now is Doug 
Jarvis, who set the record (915) Dec. 16, 1986, when Yandle was three 
months old. 

Phil Kessel, it should be noted, is right behind Yandle. He had played in 
941 games as of Thursday, third-most all time. 

Of course, none of those players were healthy the whole time. Getting 
bashed in the face or smashed in the leg with sticks and pucks and 
elbows will do that to you. 

“I don’t think guys are ever truly 100 percent,” Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. “I think if you talk to every guy in this room, there’s been a 
time where they’ve played legitimately hurt — where, it hurt. Not, OK, I’m 
limping a little. It’s just the mentality of hockey players, and athletes in 
general. 

“You look back 20 years ago with the concussions, now players are 
much better educated in that area, from the medical staff, from their own 
players’ associations, from themselves. They’ve corrected that. Some of 
the injuries, maybe we’ll be talking about in 20 years where guys are 
playing through now, won’t. 

“There will always be a little bit of that. It’s just, I guess, I don’t want to 
say ‘part of the game,’ but that’s what it is. And again, everyone has a 
different pain tolerance. You can’t sort of judge one player from the next. 
Just trust that if they tell you they can’t play, they can’t play, and you put 
the next person in.” 

Yandle has never made a peep. His run nearly ended at Game No. 577, 
when a slapper from Panthers teammate Aaron Ekblad cracked his foot 
in a Dec. 2016 game against the Bruins. Yandle played the next night 
against the Flyers, attempting nine shots and logging 23:57. 

“It was unbearable how painful it was,” Yandle said, according to 
NHL.com. “That night I remember being in my hotel room with two of the 
trainers working to just get it moving until 2 or 3 in the morning. I woke up 
and was able to move it a little bit. Once I got it in the boot, it was OK 
enough to go.” 

It was almost over at Game No. 726, when a dump-in from Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce broke his jaw and knocked out nine teeth. With 
a full cage, he was in the next day’s lineup against the Sabres. 

The streak nearly busted at Game No. 866, when then-Florida coach 
Joel Quenneville, possibly trying to fire up his veteran defenseman, 
considered making him a healthy scratch in last year’s season opener. 
After Quenneville changed course and dressed him against the 
Blackhawks, Yandle scored a goal. 

Yandle, who played at Cushing Academy, was a fourth-round pick (105th 
overall) of the Coyotes in 2005. The son of former Canton High coach 
Bud Yandle wanted to go to UNH, where his older brother, Brian, was a 
captain. But the Wildcats ran out of scholarship aid, and he opted out of a 
backup plan at Maine. One longtime scout, speaking to the Globe at the 
time, compared him with Jeremy Roenick: South Shore, charismatic, 
competitive. 

Then-Moncton assistant coach Dan Lacroix, the former Bruins winger 
and NHL assistant, remembers Yandle’s dry humor and Boston accent in 
the room, and deceptive setups at the blue line. 

“Keith would pump fake, often with a leg up in the air, get one or two 
guys to bite on it, and slide it over,” Lacroix said. “Our power play was 
deadly.” 

Moncton went to the Memorial Cup final. Yandle set franchise scoring 
records for a blueliner and was QMJHL defenseman of the year. Five 
years later, he became an NHL All-Star, which had some in these parts 
pining for a return home. The Bruins developed their offene-first puck 
movers — Torey Krug, Matt Grzelcyk — while Yandle became one of the 
more expensive D-men in the league (career earnings: $63.5 million, 
according to CapFriendly). 

Whenever the game passes him by, he’ll be remembered as a player 
who punched the clock nightly, equal parts lucky and good. 

“You don’t control if you get a broken foot from a slap shot,” Lacroix said. 
“It’s a testament to the professionalism, the preparation, conditioning, 
having the right attitude, being a good teammate. It goes so far beyond 
the raw skill he brought.” 

STICKING WITH IT 

Always working on his game, Marchand practicing one-timers 

Even at 33, Brad Marchand is looking for ways to improve his 
game.MADDIE MEYER/GETTY 

Brad Marchand, forever looking to improve, believes he can change the 
dynamic on the Bruins’ power play. 

When the Bruins are a man up, Marchand typically patrols the right-side 
wall. He is a dangerous shooter and passer (6-13—19 on the power play 
entering Thursday, fourth among forwards). He can pick corners from the 
faceoff dot. However, he lacks the one-timers of Patrice Bergeron and 
David Pastrnak, who score a heap of PPGs with a quick swipe. 

“I never worked on it growing up,” Marchand said. “I was always 
practicing walking off the wall and taking a snap shot, a wrist shot. That’s 
what my tendency’s been in the league.” 

For the last 18 months, by Marchand’s estimation, he has focused on 
making a one-timer a more reliable part of his arsenal. Before practices 
and games, he usually warms up by hammering a series of pucks 
passed to him from his spot near the right dot. 

His equipment choices are not ideal for it. Marchand uses a long stick for 
his frame (5 feet 9 inches, 188 pounds). It helps him keep pucks away 
from defenders, and gives him extra reach while defending. 

Having a longer stick, he figures, “gave me a little more advantage,” he 
said. “Then shooting, with wrist shots, sometimes you’ll catch goalies 
lining up with your body and not the puck, and find yourself a little bit of a 
better angle to shoot off of.” 
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It does not help him shoot one-timers. A longer shaft will flex more, and 
its wobble can be noticeable to pros exerting a lot of force. One-timers 
can spray on him. 

“In recent years, I’ve actually cut it down a bit,” he said. “I’m going to 
continue to try to work to cut it down.” 

The Warrior Hockey rep who services the Bruins said he wasn’t aware 
that Marchand was trimming his twigs, and that his orders have remained 
the same. What Marchand is doing is working. No left wing in the league 
has piled up more points since 2015-16 than him (224-309—533 in 462 
games). 

But Marchand realizes that penalty kills are clamping down on Bergeron 
in the slot and Pastrnak in the left circle. Charlie McAvoy is an emerging 
shooting threat, particularly when he creeps closer to the net. A different 
shooting threat could open up looks for his teammates. 

A shorter weapon could make those one-timers harder and more 
accurate, Marchand reasons, if not more. 

“It’ll help me a little on the shootouts,” he said, with a smirking nod to his 
March, 2020 gaffe in Philadelphia. “I’ll be able to pick up the pucks now.” 

BREAKING NEWS 

Hall’s hit on MacKinnon unfortunate, but clean 

It didn’t seem so at game speed, but Taylor Hall’s hit on Nathan 
MacKinnon on Wednesday was clean. What made the outcome 
unfortunate was that Hall’s shoulder check jammed MacKinnon’s stick 
into his face, breaking his nose. 

The slow-motion, zoomed-in replay was not an enjoyable watch. It was 
like watching someone jump off a porch onto an upturned rake. 

It was ultimately a reminder: Whenever possible, keep your stick on the 
ice. MacKinnon — of course, unintentionally — raised his stick as he 
tried to dangle and step around Hall. 

That play, in a heated Boston-Colorado game, spurred the usual round of 
dunderheaded calls on social media for frontier justice. 

It may come up again in a more temperate setting this spring. 

Via e-mail, an NHL executive mused that the play (Hall received a major 
penalty that was reduced to a minor after video review) could be grounds 
for the hockey operations department to raise the idea at the next 
general manager’s meetings. 

“I suspect if you asked someone who was in the room when they made 
that rule,” the source said, “they were attempting to discourage officials 
from just guessing and going to the tape.” 

SOMETHING MUST BE DONE 

Game should be beyond culture of racism 

Once again, we find hockey falling hopelessly short of the NHL’s “hockey 
is for everyone” mantra. 

Last week, the AHL suspended San Jose Barracuda forward Krystof 
Hrabik 30 games for an incident with Boko Imama, a Black player on the 
Ontario Reign. Hrabik reportedly mocked Imama with monkey gestures. 

The ECHL’s Jacksonville Icemen released Jacob Panetta, and the 
league suspended him for the season, after Panetta taunted South 
Carolina Stingrays defenseman Jordan Subban by puffing out his chest 
and arms, as a gorilla might do. In a video of the skirmish, fans in 
Jacksonville can be heard using the N-word. 

We’re a few months removed from Ukranian Hockey League player 
Andrei Deniskin mimicking eating a banana in a fight with Jalen Smereck. 

And so on. Frankly, it’s depressing. The game’s culture should be so far 
beyond this. And yet, we have Black voices such as TNT analyst Anson 
Carter carrying the burden of weighing in every time something happens. 

“We’re not asking for much,” Carter said. “Players of color just want the 
game to love us as much as we love the game.” 

No kidding. 

Panetta, 26, defended his actions by saying he was making a “tough guy” 
gesture, like Tom Wilson in the penalty box after he went whack-a-mole 
on the Rangers last year. How empathetic. Seems it never occurred to 
Panetta to wonder why Subban might have been so upset. 

Try skating a few shifts in someone else’s boots. 

“What infuriates me,” wrote former OHL defenseman Marselis Subban, a 
cousin of Jordan, Malcolm, and P.K., “is that every single time I’ve been 
called a [N-word] on the ice I have somehow become the problem 
because hockey culture says you’re a distraction with a bad attitude if 
you speak up. 

“I have been suspended more games responding to ignorance than any 
of those kids combined no matter what racist thing or gesture was made 
toward me. 

“I’ve had newspaper articles written about me suggesting that I’ve lost 
control without even hinting at the fact that someone has done or said 
hateful things.” 

It should infuriate everyone, not just in hockey. 

GAME WITHIN A GAME 

EA Sports gives women a shot 

Good on EA Sports for making a Women’s World Championships mode 
available as a download for NHL 22. For years, kids have fallen in love 
with hockey through gaming. 

Now, anyone can power their way to the net with Hilary Knight, buzz 
around the sheet with Kendall Coyne Schofield, or rip shots from the 
point with Megan Keller. 

This might be a first for sports video gaming: father, son, and daughter in 
the same game. Bobby Carpenter, the Beverly product and first 
American to score 50 goals in a season, is on the Bruins’ virtual alumni 
team in NHL 22. Bobo Carpenter is on ECHL Florida. In the game, Alex 
Carpenter is Team USA’s second-line center. 

“That’s wild,” Bobby Carpenter said via text message. No surprise that 
Carpenter, 58, has never played a hockey video game. His kids did get a 
kick out of it. 

Loose pucks 

The last coach to scratch Keith Yandle: Wayne Gretzky … Maybe Aaron 
Dell was trying to change the goalie karma in Buffalo, more than a 
decade after Milan Lucic ran Ryan Miller, when he blindsided an 
unsuspecting Drake Batherson. Batherson, the Senators’ All-Star rep (he 
was replaced by Brady Tkachuk), will miss a couple months with an 
ankle injury. Dell got a three-game suspension … Someday, I’d love to 
know how Linus Ullmark really felt while the TD Garden crowd was 
chanting “We want Tuukka” while he was in net for a 5-1 blowout of the 
Canadiens … Per gophnx.com’s Craig Morgan, the Coyotes are 
negotiating a three-year deal to play home games at Arizona State’s 
5,000-seat arena, with an option for a fourth year if their proposed NHL 
arena project in Tempe takes longer than expected. ASU’s rink is 
scheduled to open in December, so the Coyotes may be on the road to 
start the season, a la the Islanders this season. “There’s got to be a 
better way,” said hockey fans in Houston and Quebec City … Noted 
small-market critic Brad Marchand, wisecracking about the Coyotes’ 
stadium situation on Twitter: “Well… the only way they get 5000 fans at 
their games now is if they give 4500 away for free so (it) wouldn’t change 
much” … Which top-10 scorer will be paid more this summer: 31-year-old 
Nazem Kadri or 28-year-old Johnny Gaudreau? Arbitration-eligible, RFA-
to-be Matthew Tkachuk, 24, surely will get a larger deal than either, 
perhaps in the $9 million range … Trevor Zegras didn’t break stride when 
scooting untouched behind the net and scoring a “Michigan” goal against 
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Montreal on Thursday. The Bruins, Cassidy noted recently, are one of 
numerous NHL teams that don’t chase puck carriers south of the goal 
line … Colorado, which won its 17th in a row at home by beating the 
Bruins on Wednesday, were in striking distance of the fourth-longest 
such streak: the 1970-71 Bruins, who won 19 in a row at home. The top 
three in NHL history: 23 straight home wins by Detroit in 2011-12; 20 in a 
row by Boston in 1929-30; and 20 in a row by Philadelphia in 1975-76. In 
that 1930 season, the Bruins went 22-1-0 at home. With 40-goal scorers 
Cooney Weiland and Dit Clapper and netminder Tiny Thompson, Art 
Ross’s charges went 38-5-1 overall. None of them, unfortunately, have 
been turned into video game characters. 
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Bruins a no-show in Dallas 

B’s blown out by Stars, 6-1 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 
PUBLISHED: January 30, 2022 at 9:30 p.m. | UPDATED: January 30, 
2022 at 10:20 p.m. 

 

The Bruins may have enjoyed an overall excellent January, but they 
didn’t exactly end the month on a high note. 

In the last game of a 1-1-1 three-game road trip, an unfocused and 
listless Bruins team got thumped by the Dallas Stars, 6-1, at American 
Airlines Center. 

The B’s went 11-4-1 in January, earning them a nice cushion in their race 
for a playoff spot. They hold a nine-point lead over their nearest 
competitor for the second wild card spot, the Detroit Red Wings, with 
three games in hand. But when the B’s were bad this month, they were 
very bad. In three of those four regulation losses, they allowed five or 
more goals. 

Playing every other night for most of the month, fatigue certainly seems 
to creep up on them here and there. 

“That plays some role in it. (The Stars) really had their legs, they were 
flying,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “Getting beat 5-0 at home the other 
night (by Washington), we knew that there would be some push-back. If 
you look at the first period goals, we win a faceoff and we don’t get it 
through and it’s coming back on a 2-on-1. They get a fortunate break, but 
they created it. Then the next goal, we’re just soft in the neutral zone on 
the puck and they get behind us and score. We just have to be harder 
back there. It’s starts on your back end, winning your battles, getting the 
puck out of the zone. In this case, it was farther up the ice … You have to 
execute at an NHL level, especially against good teams that are really 
pushing it. We didn’t do enough of that tonight. And on the offensive side 
of it, we didn’t do it either with the forward group, getting pucks behind 
them early to establish a forecheck. I thought we were stubborn that way. 
You put those two things together against a good hockey club that 
defends well, it was going to be an uphill battle. We never figured it out.” 

Though the B’s had some early chances – including a tough slot shot 
from David Pastrnak, reunited with Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand 
– that were denied by goalie Jake Oettinger, poor decision-making led to 
a 2-0 Stars’ lead after 20 minutes. 

Some bad luck also contributed to the first goal against. Charlie McAvoy 
got caught in deep in the offensive zone when his shot went into the 
skates of Jamie Benn and that sent Denis Gurianov off on a 2-on-1 with 
Tyler Seguin. It looked like the B’s had gotten back to defend the play. 
Gurianov lost the puck but it went off Urho Vaakanainen’s stick, giving 
Seguin a perfect pass for the tap-in goal at 6:54. 

Then later in the period, Mike Reilly also got hung up deep in the 
offensive zone and the B’s Steven Fogarty, called up from the taxi squad 
to take the place of Erik Haula (COVID), turned it over at the Dallas blue 
line. Esa Lindell found a seam to send Alexander Radulov off on a clean 
breakaway and he was able to tuck a backhander past Linus Ullmark at 
15:23. It was just Radulov’s second goal of the year and it snapped a 28-
game goal-less skid. 

The B’s had a glittering chance to halve the lead early in the second 
period when McAvoy hit Fogarty at the side of the net with a beautiful 
pass. If he backhanded the puck, he would have had a wide open net. 
But Fogarty made a spin move to get the puck on his forehand and by 
then, Oettinger had gotten over in time to make a pad save. 

“”I didn’t know (the net) was open. I thought (Oettinger) was on me 
there,” said Fogarty, who learned halfway through the morning skate that 
he was playing. “It was a great pass by Chuck and I think I put it right into 
(Oettinger). That was one I’d like to have back but a great pass by 
Charlie.” 

Then the game got away from the B’s in a hurry. 

First Luke Glendening gave the Stars a 3-0 lead at 6:31 on an odd play. 
Jason Robertson had an open net from the right side but he sailed it 
through the crease. Before a scrambling Ullmark could regain his 
equilibrium, the puck had bounced from the left corner up to Miro 
Heiskanen on the half board. The defenseman then fired a shot that 
Glendening deflected past the discombobulated Ullmark. 

Just 1:08 later, Benn scored from the slot and that was it for Ullmark, who 
yielded the net to Jeremy Swayman. 

“Most of the goals you can’t put on the goaltending,” said Cassidy. “Our 
goaltending wasn’t the problem tonight at all. Just too many easy 
opportunities for them.” 

Roope Hintz added a power-play goal in the third period to continue the 
rout before Craig Smith snapped a six-game pointless streak and 
smudge Oettinger’s shutout bid. 

Seguin added his second of the game in garbage time to finish it off. 

The Bruins have one more game before a week-long All-Star break, their 
first look at the expansion Seattle Kracken on Tuesday. If the B’s don’t 
get their legs under them by then, they’ll have their hands full. 
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Bruins Notebook: Erik Haula enters COVID protocol 

Loss of centerman scrambles lines 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 
PUBLISHED: January 30, 2022 at 1:42 p.m. | UPDATED: January 30, 
2022 at 10:24 p.m. 

 

Just when you thought the Bruins were past their COVID battles, they 
lost a key player hours prior to their faceoff against Dallas Stars on 
Sunday. 

Erik Haula, who had been centering a very productive second line wiith 
Taylor Hall and David Pastrnak, tested positive and entered protocol. 

The loss of the Finn scrambled all th B’s lines except for the fourth unit. 
Pastrnak was reunited with Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. 
Charlie Coyle moved up to the second line between Hall and Craig Smith 
while Steven Fogarty was recalled from the taxi squad and centered a 
third line between Jake DeBrusk and Oskar Steen. 
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The orginal plan, before Haula was knocked out of the lineup, was for 
Steen to get more playing time with Bergeron and Marchand while the 
struggling Smith was to go down to play with Coyle and DeBrusk. 

It had appeared as though The Great Line Shakeup of New Year’s Day 
2022 might be just the thing to get Smith going after a slow start. He 
scored a goal in his first game playing with Bergeron and Marchand, then 
added a helper in the next game. 

Things have dried up for him lately, however. He did not have a point in 
his previous six games going into Sunday’s game against the Dallas 
Stars. In the B’s 2-1 victory over the Arizona Coyotes, coach Bruce 
Cassidy  first flipped Smith and rookie Steen, putting the veteran down 
with Coyle and DeBrusk and giving the young Swede the 
chance/challenge of playing both with and against top-level talent. 

“We’re trying to find the best fit for Smitty. He played well throughout the 
lineup last year. He lost his centerman in (David) Krejci, where he had 
the most success, so we’re just trying to find him the best fit to get him 
comfortable,” said Cassidy on Sunday morning before the loss of Haula. 
“It looks like he’s squeezing his stick. Sometimes when you get moved 
up in the lineup, you put a little more pressure on yourself. So this is like 
‘Hey, just go back with Charlie. You’ve played a lot of hockey with 
Charlie.’ DeBrusk is is on the other side so Charlie will have speed on his 
wings. And we’ll give a Steen a chance. He’s been a good player for us. 
It’s a big ask on a consistent basis, but maybe it helps in the short term. 
He thinks the game well. He’s learning from two of the best, so that’s not 
a bad thing either. We’ll see how it goes.” 

If anything good came out of the B’s 6-1 blowout loss to the Stars, it was 
that Smith got off the schneid with a late goal that was meaningless to 
the game but perhaps not for Smith’s progress. Steen also saw some 
third period shifts with Bergeron and Marchand but nothing much 
happened. 

Cassidy looking for aggression 

The B’s went into the third periods of their previous two games with a 
lead and came away with much different results. Against Colorado, they 
squandered a two-goal lead and lost in overtime. Against Arizona, they 
were able to survive with a 2-1 victory. 

Now, you can say that the difference was that, in Colorado, they were 
facing the best team in the league and in Arizona they were seeing the 
Avs’ polar opposite. 

But regardless of the competition, Cassidy saw a much different 
approach in how his team played those two third periods. 

“I just thought in general we were cleaner with the puck. We shuffled 
some pairs around, but it’s a process, about the guys having the mindset 
that we want to stay in attack mode without being high risk. And I thought 
we did that against Arizona well,” said Cassidy. “The first 15 minutes of 
that period until it got late, we generated some good looks. (Erik) Haula 
had a few. (Marchand) went to the net hard. I know (David Pastrnak) had 
a 2-on-1, so we were playing the right way to extend the lead and I don’t 
think we gave up a lot, until the goalie came out. Then it got a little bit 
hectic. They missed a good opportunity in front of the net by (Clayton) 
Keller. We’re thankful for that, obviously, but I liked the fact that we didn’t 
go into a shell and we tried to make plays.” 

It didn’t hurt that puck-mover Matt Grzelcyk returned to the lineup, either. 

Fall keeps Julien from Beijing 

More hard luck for old friend Claude Julien. The former Bruins coach, 
who had been named head coach of Team Canada after the NHL pulled 
out of the Olympics, slipped on ice in a team-building exercise in Davos, 
Switzerland, and broke some ribs. Under doctors’ recommendation, he 
had to remain in Switzerland for a couple of weeks, preventing him from 
going to the Beijing for the Olympic Games in February. He was replaced 
by former Blackhawks’ coach Jeremy Colliton. 

Julien had to undergo a heart procedure to insert a stent during the 
playoffs in 2020. 

“That’s tough luck, obviously,” said Cassidy, who had been on the 
Canada’s coaching staff before the NHL pullout. “He had health scare 
with his heart in the bubble and now with his ribs, so hopefully he’s 
feeling better. My best goes out to him and his family. That would have 
been a great opportunity for him. It happened to us as well. We lost that 
opportunity, so I certainly know what he’s going through right now.”… 

Tuukka Rask‘s lower body injury appears to be lingering. He remained off 
the ice on Sunday and received treatment from the team’s medical staff. 
Jeremy Swayman was recalled to back up Linus Ullmark. … 

The B’s went into Sunday’s game having scored a power-play goal in 
their previous eight games (10-for-25), bumping them up to sixth in the 
league on the man advantage. 
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Talking Points: Seguin Haunts Old Mates, Stars Embarrass Bruins 6-1 

 

Published 6 hours ago on January 30, 2022 By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Former Boston Bruins forward Tyler Seguin gave the Bruins and their 
fans a not so friendly reminder of what they traded away almost nine 
years ago in a 6-1 win for the Dallas Stars at American Airlines Arena 
Sunday. 

Seguin had two goals and an assist and Luke Glendening, Jamie Benn, 
Roope Hintz, and Alexander Radulov scored for the Stars who sent the 
Bruins home with a 1-1-1 record on their three-game road trip. Craig 
Smith scored the lone goal for the Boston Bruins. 

Linus Ullmark carried a 9-0-1 record in the month of January into this 
game but like the rest of his teammates, it just wasn’t his night. Ullmark 
was pulled after allowing four goals on 15 shots. He was relieved by 
rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman, who was recalled from Providence 
(AHL) on Saturday to replace the injured Tuukka Rask. Swayman 
struggled as well, allowing two goals on 14 shots, but like Ullmark, wasn’t 
given much help from his teammates. 

GOLD STAR: Tyler Seguin – In the famous words of longtime Boston 
sportscaster Bob Lobel: “Why can’t we get players like that?” 

Clearly showing my age here but that Lobel coin phrase goes through my 
head whenever a Boston sports team gets lit up by one of their former 
players. While I may be getting up there, unless you’re a Bruins fan 
under the age of 12, you remember when the Boston Bruins shocked the 
hockey world and traded forward Tyler Seguin to the Dallas Stars in a 
seven-player trade on the Fourth of July 2013. That’s why it had to sting 
to see the 2010 second overall pick and member of the 2011 Stanley 
Cup Championship Bruins team, absolutely light up the Bruins Sunday 
night in Dallas. What made it even more frustrating was how easy the 
Boston Bruins made it for Seguin to score his sixth and seventh goals 
and notch his sixth assist against his former team. 

Seguin opened the scoring 6:54 into the first period with his 13th goal of 
the season: 

Tyler Seguin scores the first of the night against his old friends  

Definitely could’ve been better back checking decision making here. 

1-0 DAL. pic.twitter.com/yp5xmA4nTR 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) January 31, 2022 

Seguin’s second goal of the night came with 1:07 left in regulation and 
was salt in the wound as it gave the Stars a 6-1 lead. 

Tyler Seguin is going to sleep well tonight with 2-1-3 in 15:11 TOI. 
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6-1 DAL. pic.twitter.com/QKUudP3XvO 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) January 31, 2022 

Not a bad birthday present for Seguin who turns 30 on Monday. 

BLACK EYE: Team Defense – Seguin wasn’t the only Stars player to 
skate, create and score with ease Sunday night in Big D. The Boston 
Bruins were an absolute mess in their own end and through the neutral 
zone. They allowed 29 shots (19 quality chances) finished with nine 
turnovers and Matt Grzelcyk was the only defenseman that didn’t finish 
with a minus rating. It was simply one of those nights where the Bruins 
just didn’t have it. Ullmark didn’t have it either but this was on the 
teammates in front of him. Look at the time the Bruins gave Esa Lindell 
here to find Alexander Radulov for the goal. 

Esa Lindell caught the Bruins out of position and threaded a pass down 
the middle for Alexander Radulov. 

He finished the breakaway chance: 

2-0 DAL. pic.twitter.com/RhlIGGxdj2 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) January 31, 2022 

TURNING POINT: First Period – Once again the Boston Bruins were flat 
off the hop and found themselves down 2-0 after the opening frame. After 
Seguin made it 1-0, Radulov got his second of the season at 15:23 of the 
first period and the Bruins went to the dressing room down 2-0 in the first 
intermission. The Bruins never recovered. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Luke Glendening –  There were some other 
deserving choices from the Stars but call me a softie for fourth-liners and 
grinders. Glendening was wrecking ball on Sunday night. He finished 
with a goal, two shots and four hits. 

Miro Heiskanen's rebound attempt is tipped home by Luke Glendening to 
push Dallas up 3!#TexasHockey pic.twitter.com/mjSGt4qDty 

— Hockey Daily 365 (@HockeyDaily365) January 31, 2022 

BY THE NUMBERS: 1 – As in Steve Fogarty’s first game with the Boston 
Bruins. The 28-year-old center had one goal and two assists in nine 
games with the Buffalo Sabres last season. Prior to last season he 
played 18 games for the New York Rangers but had no points. Fogarty 
was a 2011 third-round pick of the Rangers. With the Bruins down 2-0 
early in the second period, Fogarty almost had his first goal as a Bruin 
when he took a beautiful feed from Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
down low but tried to switch to the forehand instead of back-handing the 
shot into the empty net. 

McAvoy threaded one here, but my lord Steven Fogarty, gotta finish that: 
pic.twitter.com/aCxS4MBFvp 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) January 31, 2022 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “Our goaltending was fine, we didn’t do nearly 
enough in front of him” – Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy when 
asked about the play of Ullmark and Swayman. 
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Will Bruins Lose Another Captain To Free Agency? Retirement? 

 

Published 10 hours ago on January 30, 2022 By Jimmy Murphy  

 

After watching their longtime captain Zdeno Chara leave via unrestricted 
free agency in October 2020, could the Boston Bruins actually lose a 
second straight captain via the UFA market next July? 

Current Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron succeeded Chara as 
captain of the B’s and after two seasons of wearing the C on his jersey, 
the future hall of famer is still committed to this season and won’t sign an 
extension until the 2021-22 season concludes, leaving the door open that 
he could become an unrestricted free agent for the first time in his career 
on July 13. 

“My whole career I’ve always had the [contract] extensions and the long-
term deals, so I felt like this time I was like, I just want to play this year 
and see how I feel, see where we’re at, see a lot of things,” Bergeron told 
NHL.com Sunday. “There’s a lot of questions that I’ve asked myself that 
need to be answered.” 

This falls in line with what he told the media just prior to this season. 

“I’m going to play out this year and then talk about [contract matters] 
after,” Bergeron said back on September 8. “It’s something that a lot of 
people have asked me this summer, and the way that I approach it this 
year is to just concentrate on this year. I have a year left on my contract 
and I think it would be useless for me to think about the [long term] 
future. I want to create something special. We want to work toward 
winning a Stanley Cup. I know everybody says that, but that’s definitely 
our goal as a team. I think it’s better to be in that group of [playoff] teams 
and I think that’s where my focus is right now.” 

However, while Bergeron is still committed to playing the final season out 
of an eight-year contract that carries a $6.8 million cap hit, it doesn’t 
sound like he’s planning to see if the grass is greener on the other side of 
18 seasons in Black and Gold with another team. In a wide-ranging 
interview with NHL.com, Bergeron, 36, was non-committal to re-upping 
with the Boston Bruins but sounded more like it’s either that or he will 
retire. Bergeron knows father time is knocking on his door and that’s why 
he’s focused on living in the moment and trying to win another Stanley 
Cup with the Boston Bruins this season. 

“I know that there’s a lot less time for me in this League. So, I’m pretty 
aware of that, that it’s coming to an end at some point and I need to 
really enjoy that feeling and that moment,” said Bergeron, who started 
playing for the Bruins in the 2003-04 season. 

Does that mean retirement is a real possibility? 

“It’s one of those questions,” he said. “It’s like the million-dollar question, 
right? Is it one of the boxes that are there? Yeah,” said Bergeron who 
was still playing at an elite level with 12 goals and 21 assists heading into 
Sunday’s tilt with the Stars in Dallas. “It’s in one of those boxes that need 
to be checked if that’s where I’m at or not. And that’s why I don’t have the 
answer right now. I’m feeling good, I’m happy with how our team is 
trending right now in the right direction. So, yeah, it’s there. But it’s not 
the only question. … It’s definitely not the only reason that I’m not 
signing.” 

If he does decide to actually test the free-agent market, there will be no 
shortage of suitors and his and the Bruins’ longtime archrival, the 
Montreal Canadiens could already be eyeing the longtime Boston Bruins 
center and L’Ancienne-Lorette, Quebec native. The Habs just hired 
Bergeron’s longtime and only agent he ever had in Kent Hughes as their 
new general manager. They also have a budding superstar center in Nick 
Suzuki, who has tried to model his young career after the four-time Selke 
Trophy winner, Bergeron. On Friday, Suzuki was jokingly asked if he may 
try to persuade his Atlantic Division teammate to become his teammate 
with the Canadiens when the two play together at the 2022 NHL All-Star 
Game in Las Vegas next weekend? 

“I don’t know, we’ll see what happens,” the lone all-star for the Montreal 
Canadiens replied. “He’s been a Bruin for his whole career so. …I don’t 
know what the chances are that we get him but obviously, it would be 
cool to play with him. We’re on the same team for the all-star game so 
maybe I’ll chat with him there.” 
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Game 42: Boston Bruins @ Dallas Stars Lines, Betting, Preview 

 

Published 12 hours ago on January 30, 2022 By Joe Haggerty  

 

The Boston Bruins (25-13-3, 53 pts) will look to make it five out of a 
possible six points on a road trip out West when they play in the finale 
against the Stars (22-17-2, 46 points) in Dallas at American Airlines 
Arena (8 PM ET, NESN, ESPN+) on Sunday night. 

Linus Ullmark has been solid on the road trip and was excellent Friday 
night in Arizona when he stopped 31-of-32 shots against the Coyotes 
and backstopped them to a 2-1 win behind goals from Erik Haula and a 
game-winning PP strike from Charlie McAvoy in the third period. A red-
hot Erik Haula has four goals in the month of January after scoring one 
goal in his first 25 games as a member of the Boston Bruins and has 
come to life offensively since being put together with Taylor Hall and 
David Pastrnak. 

“I’ve got an opportunity to play with two elite players and it’s a good 
challenge. I wanted to do really well obviously, and it’s been fun. I just 
need to bring what I can bring and help them out, and it’s been nice to 
have some success. Hopefully, we can just keep on getting better,” said 
Haula. “We have a good feel for each other, and we talk quite a bit, but I 
think there’s even another level that we can get to. Our goal is to keep 
getting better and help the team win games.” 

Betting Prediction: 

Per our friends at BetUS, the Stars are 0-5 in their last five games 
following a home loss of three or more goals. It just so happens that the 
Stars were throttled by the Washington Capitals 5-0 on Friday. The 
Under is 4-0 in Stars’ last four home games vs. a team with a road 
winning % of greater than .600. The Under is also 3-0-1 in Bruins’ last 
four when their opponent allows five goals or more in their previous 
game. 

That’s why our BetUs play for the game here is the Boston Bruins on the 
Money Line (-125) and the Under 5.5 (even). 

Prediction: Bruins 3 Stars 2 

Remember, at BetUS, players get a 125% Bonus (for any sport, but it 
helps to hype a specific reason, such as hockey or football). Players also 
get a 200% bonus if they use Crypto. You can join BetUS by clicking 
here. 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark is getting his third consecutive start 
for the Black and Gold. The 28-year-old goaltender stopped 30 of 31 
shots in Boston’s 2-1 win against the Coyotes on Friday night and has a 
15-5-1 record, 2.54 goals-against average and .916 save percentage in 
22 appearances this season. He’ll be backed up by rookie netminder 
Jeremy Swayman, who was just called back up from the Providence 
Bruins. 

-Boston Bruins defenseman Matt Grzelcyk returned to the lineup on 
Friday after missing the previous two games with an upper body injury. 

-After spending time at right wing with Patrice Bergeron and Brad 
Marchand in Friday’s win over Arizona, rookie right winger Oskar Steen 
will start Sunday night’s game against the Stars riding shotgun with 
Boston’s dynamic duo. That leaves the slumping Craig Smith dropped to 
the third line while amidst a stretch of six straight games without points, 
and just one game in the last nine when he’s cracked the score sheet. 

-Forward Nick Foligno (lower-body) was left behind in Boston and has 
missed all three games on the road trip. Boston Bruins defenseman John 
Moore is still day-to-day with an upper-body injury and also didn’t travel 
with the group. Forward Trent Frederic (upper body) is also out and there 

is no timetable for his return. Defenseman Jakub Zboril is out for the 
season after successful surgery for a torn ACL last month. 

-Tuukka Rask has not practiced with the Bruins since serving as the 
backup to Linus Ullmark in the overtime loss to the Colorado Avalanche 
and has been missing from the ice for the last few days with a lower body 
injury. Rask received treatment and remained off ice on Sunday morning 
and has led the way to Swayman’s recall to the NHL club. It’s entirely 
possible that Swayman will get the start on Tuesday night at home 
against the Seattle Kraken. 

Dallas Stars Notes 

-The Stars are 5-5-0 in their last 10 games and sit only two points out of 
the last wild card playoff spot in the West, so there is still plenty for the 
Stars to play for. The Stars will be looking to snap a two-game losing 
streak on home ice. 

-Joe Pavelski has been otherworldly during the month of January with 
seven goals and 21 points in 12 games along with a plus-8 rating to lead 
all Stars scorers this month. Meanwhile Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn 
have combined for just five goals this month and haven’t exactly had 
great seasons for a Stars team looking for them to carry the load. 

-It would make sense for Boston Bruins killer Braden Holtby to get the 
starting nod for the Stars, though he’s struggled with a 3.52 goals against 
average and an .891 save percentage this month. 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron – Oskar Steen 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – David Pastrnak 

Jake DeBrusk – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Anton Blidh – Tomas Nosek – Curtis Lazar 

Defense: 

Urho Vaakanainen – Charlie McAvoy 

Mike Reilly/Matt Grzelcyk – Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

Dallas Stars Lines: 

Forwards: 

Robertson – Hintz – Pavelski 

Benn – Seguin – Gurianov 

Kiviranta – Peterson – Radulov 

Kero – Damiani – Glendening 

Defense: 

Suter – Heiskanen 

Lindell-Klingberg 

Hanley-Hakenpaa 

Goalies: 

Holtby 

Oettinger 
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BHN Puck Links: NHL Should Retire Boston Bruins O’Ree’s Number 

 

Published 18 hours ago on January 30, 2022 By Joe Haggerty  

 

We at Boston Hockey Now completely agree with the New York Post’s 
Larry Brooks when he writes this weekend that each of the 32 teams 
across the NHL should retire the No. 22 in honor of Hall of Fame Boston 
Bruins forward Willie O’Ree breaking the NHL’s color barrier. 

It was beyond time for the Boston Bruins to raise his No. 22 to the rafters 
as they did earlier this month and there will be another celebration at TD 
Garden for the 86-year-old when the COVID pandemic has finally 
subsided. And in this day and age when racism and intolerance still seem 
to bubble in the underbelly of the hockey world as the NHL attempts to 
widen the door for hockey being for everybody, the symbolic retiring of 
O’Ree’s No. 22 league-wide would be another way to both honor his 
trailblazing history and distinguish the importance of his accomplishment. 

It’s something Major League Baseball eventually did with Jackie 
Robinson’s No. 42 and it’s something the NHL should do with O’Ree’s 
No. 22. Just think of the conversations that could be sparked in all 32 
NHL arenas when young fans see the No. 22 up in the rafters of the 
building and ask about the history behind O’Ree and the NHL. 

It’s worth it just for the chance for that to happen on a regular basis. 

Hockey Canada says Claude Julien slipped on ice during team building 
activities in Switzerland, fractured ribs, and will be unable to fly to Beijing 
on advice of doctors. Jeremy Colliton takes over as head coach of Team 
Canada at #Beijing2022. https://t.co/4bMHOCZoqi 

— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) January 30, 2022 

*Good piece on Evander Kane catching on with the Edmonton Oilers and 
exactly what’s going to be expected of him there. I’m telling you all this 
right now: There was very little accountability in his opening press 
conference with the Edmonton media, which tells me that the bad 
behavior is going to continue for him. (Sportsnet) 

*For something completely different: Moving column from FOH (Friend of 
Haggs) Sherrod Blakely about the year since his good friend Sekou 
Smith passed away due to COVID complications. (Full Court Press) 
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The Athletic / Shane Doan Q&A: Team Canada’s Olympic GM on Owen 
Power, Eric Staal and what we can expect from the team 

 

By Hailey Salvian and Ian Mendes Jan 31, 2022 

 

Sixteen years ago, Shane Doan and Eric Staal were Olympic teammates. 
That was back in 2006, when Canada finished 7th at the Turin Olympics 
— Canada’s worst-ever finish at an Olympic hockey tournament. 

Doan will reunite with Staal on the Olympic stage next week when the 
puck drops on the men’s Olympic hockey tournament in Beijing. This 
time, however, Doan will be general manager of Team Canada, and 
Staal — who was on the taxi squad in 2006 — will be one of his most 
important players. 

And the hope is that the result will be different. 

The GM of Canada’s men’s Olympic team spoke with “The Athletic 
Hockey Show” about Staal, what we can expect from Team Canada at 

the Olympics, what makes Owen Power an “incredible talent,” how to kill 
time on a long plane ride, and more. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

You guys are doing a training camp in Switzerland leading into the 
Olympics right now. What’s it like getting everybody together under one 
roof and trying to run a compressed training camp? 

You know, it has been difficult, as some of the leagues are ending at 
different times. The Swiss league actually has a couple more games to 
go before they can come see us. The Swedish league as well. The 
Russian league’s been done. So we got those guys. We got guys from 
the AHL, we got some guys from the NCAA. So it’s been interesting and 
it’s been a lot of fun. Our coaching staff’s done a great job of blending it 
all together. 

You were named the GM of the Spengler Cup, which kind of made 
everyone assume, “All right, he’ll kind of step into the Olympic role if the 
NHLers don’t go.” When did that idea get planted, and then when did you 
find out, “OK, this is what’s gonna happen. Start getting ready to build out 
your roster”? 

You know what, we actually started with the Channel One Cup, which is 
a tournament in Russia where Sweden, Finland, the Czech Republic and 
Russia play a four-team tournament against each other, each in their 
own home country. And then they have a final tournament at the end of it 
all. They let us play in the Russian one. And when they let us do that, we 
had to put a roster together of the KHL guys. So we started looking at 
guys, to make sure we understood who was available and to get a 
chance to look at them. From there, we were going to go to the Spengler. 

So then we’d had the opportunity to look at the KHL guys, and some of 
the guys from the Swedish league and from the Finnish league. And now 
we had a chance to look at everyone from the NL — the Swiss league 
here. When they canceled the Spengler, we were like, “Man, that’s 
probably looking like they might not be able to (bring NHL players to 
Beijing). We need to start putting a team together of both of those teams 
and whoever else we could bring from around the world.” 

How did you want to make this roster? Because you do have a nice mix. 
You get an older guy, like an Eric Staal, but you’re working in the Owen 
Powers and you’re working in Mason McTavish. Did you have an idea 
going in as a group that (you) were going to bring X number of young 
kids, X number of guys in the middle and maybe a couple of veteran 
guys? 

I think you have an idea in your head of what you want, but it kind of 
ebbs and flows throughout the whole process. Obviously, we’re ecstatic 
about the way it turned out, with having the opportunity to have a guy like 
Eric Staal come. Owen Power is a special talent, and Mason McTavish is 
a guy that we’re all gonna watch for a long, long time. But to have some 
of those veteran guys — we have Max Noreau, who played in the last 
Olympics in 2018. We have a couple other guys that played in the 2018 
Olympics, as well. We were just trying to make sure that we had a good 
mix of everybody. 

But the whole point was to win. It wasn’t like we had this plan of what we 
want to do and (what) we’re gonna build — our goal is to pick the best 
players that we could find and hope that they are the guys that are gonna 
bring us home gold. 

Could you maybe speak to Eric Staal and what he’s gonna bring to this 
roster? He was one of the better centres of his generation. He won gold 
in 2010 and you guys would’ve played at the same time, too. So what’s 
that like to have Eric Staal on Team Canada — and to now kind of be his 
boss? 

He’s elite. He’s won the Stanley Cup. He’s won the Conn Smythe. He’s 
won the Olympics. He’s won at every level. Him and I have played on 
Team Canada together a couple times. So to have him here, it’s 
incredible. It gives that credibility that, “This is Team Canada.” I know it’s 
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putting pressure on Staaler, but he’s the guy that the other countries look 
to as well. They’re like, “Oh, we’re playing Team Canada. Eric Staal’s on 
that team.” It’s good for our own guys, too. They’re like, “Yeah, we are 
Team Canada, Eric Staal’s one of our main guys, and he’s somebody 
we’re gonna rally around, and he’s been here and he knows what it takes 
and he’s done this before.” So, it’s really nice to have him. And we’re 
very grateful that he said yes and was able to do it. It was one of those 
good days when it worked out. 

In the 2006 Olympics in Turin, Italy, you were on the team and he was on 
the taxi squad. What do you remember about Eric Staal, taxi squad 
member, 16 years ago? 

He’s a guy that as a centerman, he’s one of those generational guys that 
was the face of (the Carolina Hurricanes), that took them to the Stanley 
Cup and was a dominating player. He was a younger guy. I played with 
his younger brother Jordy, the following year. They’re a good family. Talk 
about good bloodlines there. I got to play with all four of them at one 
point. And they’re a special family. For him to be there was unique and 
something that — 2006 isn’t exactly the one we wanna remember, but at 
the same time, it was fun to be there. It’s the Olympics, which is so 
special. 

I know you said you got a good mix of veterans and some young guys — 
obviously, we’re talking about Eric. Just looking across at the U.S. roster, 
I think they grabbed about 15 college players. Was there an attempt to 
get more young players, like, college NHL prospects or CHL players? Did 
you find some roadblocks with getting CHL players into the mix? 

No, it was really the guys that we felt were capable of helping the most 
inside the parameters that were laid out in front of us. If (they) were on an 
NHL contract — even if it was a two-way contract — we weren’t allowed 
to have them. Mason McTavish was a unique situation, where he’d been 
sent down to play on his CHL team, so we had to ask them for 
permission. Peterborough and then Hamilton, they were great about 
letting him come. There (weren’t) really any roadblocks — but we have, I 
think, 4,500 NHL games on the roster. So it’s not that we didn’t go with 
the young guys. We went with the few that we thought could really help 
us. And we went with some guys that have had great careers in the NHL 
and are still having really good careers over in Europe. 

What do you think we’re gonna see from Owen Power in this 
tournament? 

I’m a huge Owen Power fan. I’ve known him for three or four years now. 
He’s an incredible talent. I don’t think people really understand how good 
he is. What he did for us at the world championships, this last one in 
Latvia, he was incredible. Nothing has really been handed to him. He’s 
had to go out and work for it. He wasn’t one of the guys that was chosen 
early on — that this guy’s predestined as a great player. He has kind of 
come on to the scene in the last year and a half, two years … for some. 
I’ve been a huge fan for the last four years. I’m just saying. But I think 
he’s gonna be great for us. He’s got some guys around him, some 
veteran guys on the blue line. Our blue line’s a veteran group for the 
most part, and that was important. And he’s gonna have the opportunity 
to be around those guys, and it’ll be good. 

You brought up Mason McTavish. My understanding was that when 
Mason was contacted by Hockey Canada, his parents were on the call. 
They got to share that moment and break the news. Were you on that 
call with Mason? Is that something you did with a number of players, that 
you allowed their family to be part of that process? 

I wasn’t on that call. That was Scott Salmond, with Hockey Canada. 
Mason had just been at the world juniors. Mason’s dad played over here 
in Switzerland, and (Mason) actually came over here and played in 
Switzerland himself during the 2020 year. So it was kind of an 
opportunity to let that happen that way. We wanted to make it special for 
guys if we could. For some of them, it was just cool to call some friends, 
people that I’d known and played with or against. That’s a much more 
enjoyable call than making the other ones. 

This isn’t the NHLers at the Olympics, which is what a lot of people 
wanted. But I think there’s an opportunity here for a lot of really great 
stories. This is a great opportunity for a lot of these players in this 
tournament. Is there somebody else that we maybe haven’t spoken 
about that we should really be looking out for, or someone that could 
have a big moment on the international stage? 

There’s some guys that have had chances in the past that are going to 
get another chance. You look at a guy like Josh Ho-Sang, that’s getting 
an opportunity to play, and play for his country. I think that’s a special 
moment. Matt Tomkins is a goaltender that we’re really excited about. 
(Goaltender) Devon Levi, I don’t know if you’ve seen his stats and what 
he’s done in the NCAA. It’s literally ridiculous, what he’s been doing. 
(Eddie Pasquale) has been — our three goaltenders, it was such a cool 
story, because all three of them called and were like, “I wanna be on the 
team. I don’t care where I’m at. Just let me be on the team. I wanna be 
on this team.” We were in the process of calling them, and they were 
calling to let us know how they don’t care. “We’ll play in any position, 
one, two or three.” 

That’s something that — as you see the love of our country and for our 
national program, that makes it special. There’s guys up front. I’m a big 
(Adam Cracknell) fan, of the way that he plays the game. Adam 
Tambellini. There’s gonna be guys that are gonna jump off the page for 
us, that are gonna have to have big tournaments. It’s gonna change their 
whole hockey career, the fact that they could win a gold for Team 
Canada and be a huge part of it. And I think that’s special. 

Devon Levi is having a historically good season at Northeastern. Our 
prospect writer, Scott Wheeler, was saying he’s a legitimate Hobey Baker 
frontrunner, and for him to be leaving that behind to come to this 
tournament — it’s pretty big. Can we expect him to get in some games 
because he left the program? Or was that just him being like, “I know I’m 
having a great NCAA career, but this is the Olympics. This is my country. 
I wanna be there.” 

I think there’s a huge element of that. I think that he is one of the 
frontrunners for the Hobey Baker, probably him and (forward) Jack 
McBain. Jack McBain has been having an unbelievable year, as well. I 
know his dad, and for him to get on this team was a cool moment, too. I 
think what Levi’s doing in Northeastern is — he has nine shutouts in like 
19 games — it’s unbelievable. We’ll see. I mean, that’s obviously gonna 
be up to the coaching staff to make that decision. That’s what camp’s all 
about. And all three of the guys, we’re so comfortable with all three. 
We’re fortunate to have that. 

What did Hockey Canada learn from the 2018 Olympics in 
Pyeongchang? Very similar circumstances, in terms of it not being a 
“best on best” and not having NHLers there. Are there any lessons from 
2018 that your group can bring into 2022? 

Just that anyone can win at any point. I don’t think anyone would’ve 
picked Germany to be a silver medalist at the Olympics in 2018, going 
into that tournament. And they were a minute and a half away from 
winning gold. So anybody can beat anyone, which is incredibly hard to 
deal with, because every single game is going to be that important. And 
yet, at the same time, it’s encouraging. Every single game is going to be 
that important. It’s a double-edged sword. You understand it goes both 
ways, and we can’t wait for the opportunity to do that. 

In an ideal world for Shane Doan, what would a best-on-best calendar 
look like down the road? Would you like to see NHLers in the Olympics? 
Would you like to see the World Cup worked in? Either/or? Both?  

I for sure think that we should be in the Olympics. That’s just my own 
personal opinion. Lots of people disagree with that. The Olympics is the 
best part of sports, period. It’s not our sport. It’s just the best part of 
sports, period. There’s no money. There’s no nothing. It’s just, “who’s the 
best.” And we go out there, and the whole world comes together, and 
there’s a respect and appreciation for each culture, and you get to see 
different places. I think it’s fascinating. I think the Olympics, and the idea 
of what the Greeks had when they started it, it’s just phenomenal that it’s 
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carried on this long. So I think if you have any chance to be part of that, I 
think that’s cool. I think that’s important. 

That being said, I am the biggest Hockey Canada (fan). The Canada Cup 
back in ’87 and then ’91 — that was in my wheelhouse. I loved that, too. I 
was so excited. I think if there’s a chance to do both, the more we can 
see that, the better. They do the Euro championships for soccer and then 
the World Cup for soccer. It’s every two years. I think you could do that in 
hockey with the Olympics and the World Cup, as well. I think it would be 
something that would be special. I mean, it doesn’t get any better than 
watching the absolute best of the best play against each other. It’s 
phenomenal. As an athlete, you love watching it. As a fan, it’s fun to 
watch. So I think that’s cool. The more we can see it, the better. 

OK, before we wrap up … We have a rivalry with our American 
colleagues. They have a podcast on Tuesdays, and they spoke to head 
coach David Quinn. So we obviously one-upped them with the general 
manager and Shane Doan … 

I heard (Claude Julien) said no to you guys though, so — 

Don’t do that to us! Whose side are you on? 

I’m joking! I’m joking. I was kidding. I’m kidding. He would never. 

That would be tough. But (the Tuesday hosts and Quinn) were talking 
about the flight. It’s, what, a 24-hour flight? It’s different because you’re in 
Switzerland, but it’s still pretty long. What do you do? Are you a work guy 
on the plane? Are you sleeping? A Netflix guy? 

I don’t know. It’s so long, I think I’m gonna do a little bit of everything. 
Trying to get everything organized, get everything in place. Hockey 
Canada — Scott Salmond, Tom Renney, those guys, they are incredible. 
They have everything organized. Tyler Dietrich has everything down to 
the minutia. Everything is so in place. So that part, the flight, we 
understand that there’s a lot when we get in that first night to get 
organized. So we’ll be taking care of that. But then I’ll probably watch 
some Netflix. If we can get some live TV, maybe watch a couple hockey 
games or something. Play a little Sudoku. I like Sudoku. Maybe do a little 
Sudoku. 

Have you gotten into the Wordle craze? 

Well, I have dyslexia. So I can’t spell like … at all. My wife is, like, 
unbelievable at all of those. And finds it funny to ask me to help. And I’m 
like, “…Really? That’s not very nice, hon. That’s kind of mean.” But yeah, 
I didn’t ever get into that. That’s why Sudoku works for me, because 
there’s no letters. I can just do the numbers side. I was a huge cards guy. 
I played cards. I don’t think I slept for one minute on the plane when I 
played. This is a little ridiculous, though, how long this flight will be, so I’ll 
probably sleep for a while on that one. 

When hockey fans think of the greatest game-winning goals to clinch a 
tournament for Canada, they think Paul Henderson in ’72, (Mario 
Lemieux) in ’87, (Sidney Crosby) in 2010. They don’t give enough love to 
Shane Doan in 2004. Why? 

THANK YOU. Yes. I always joke about it. It’s the only goal I scored. So 
maybe that’s why. If I’d scored more than one, then I might have had a 
little bit more influence. But that’s OK. It was the third period. Big goal. 
Still loved it. 

You don’t get enough credit. 

You guys can start that. You guys can start that. I feel really slighted. I 
get to be the GM of the Canadian Olympic team. So I’m really slighted. 
That’s tough. (Laughter). 

Shane, thank you for the time. And because we are from Canada, we 
can say, “Best of luck to you at the Olympic Games.” We want you to 
bring home the gold. 

(Laughs). That’s why I wouldn’t do those guys’ podcast. I’d only do your 
guys’ podcast. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Carey Price's anxiety about on-ice future casts shadow 
over press conference 

 

Eric Engels January 30, 2022, 9:34 PM 

 

MONTREAL -- This couldn’t have been where Carey Price wanted to be -
- in the Bell Centre press conference room, roughly a few hundred feet 
from the ice surface he hasn’t played on in close to seven months, 
staring into a camera for a Zoom availability, dressed in black, awaiting 
questions about his uncertain future and his checkered past. 

Sunday marked the 34-year-old goaltender’s first time speaking with the 
media since July 7, the day the Canadiens lost Game 5 of the Stanley 
Cup Final and watched the Tampa Bay Lightning repeat as champions, 
and he has been through so much turmoil since without a single public 
comment made aside from an Instagram post in November. 

Price left Tampa Bay shattered, with the opportunity of his career having 
just squeaked through his pads, knowing he’d soon undergo knee 
surgery. Three weeks later, and two days before going under the knife, 
he was exposed in the Seattle Expansion Draft and left contemplating if 
he had played his last game as a Canadien. Within months he was 
checked into the NHL/NHLPA’s player assistance program before telling 
the world in that November post he had long been suffering with 
substance abuse issues that brought him to a “very dark place.” And on 
this day, 89 sleeps after returning to Montreal from his brief stint in a 
treatment facility, he was staring into that camera preparing to speak to 
another potentially devastating reality. 

“Is this a worst-case scenario with the knee?” Price was asked. “Could it 
lead to you not ever playing again?” 

“You never know,” Price responded. 

If you couldn’t sense the tension rising as that came out of his mouth, he 
confirmed it a couple of times in saying he was feeling "anxious" to see 
what the next couple of weeks would bring in this trying rehabilitation 
from the summer surgery that’s seen him already suffer multiple 
setbacks. 

This couldn’t have been the happy reunion Price was dreaming of. 
Surely, he’d have wanted this long-awaited press conference to preface 
his triumphant return to his crease. 

With that possibility snatched away a couple of times since November, 
we asked Price what made him so resolved to keep pushing. 

Out came the only smile he flashed over his 14 or so minutes at the 
podium. 

“Well, it's a big part of my identity, for one,” Price said before chuckling. 
“Being a goaltender for the Montreal Canadiens has been my life for over 
a decade… To be able to put that sweater on again is something that is 
keeping me motivated at this point.” 

For years, it had only been about the Cup. 

But Price can’t dream as big for the moment. His singular focus is purely 
just being able to play -- and play at the level worthy of the all-time 
franchise leader in wins. 

“When you go through an injury like this, and you've had setbacks, which 
I've had them before, there's always going to be a little bit of doubt,” Price 
said. “That's just the fact of being injured. You're an athlete performing at 
apex level, you're always going to wonder if you're going to be the same 
player when you come back.” 

Remaining Time -0:45 
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Price says that he's 'doing well' but it's been a long frustrating year 

He’s tethering his hope to the work of a training staff he called “amazing.” 

“They'll give you the best the odds of coming back to your full capability,” 
Price said, “so I'm just going to trust in the process and hopefully, when I 
get back on the ice with the guys, I'll be right back to where I was at.” 

Only his knee will determine that, and he had no intention of 
handicapping the odds of it holding up to what he hopes to put it through 
to accomplish his goal. 

“I wish I could, (but) I don't know the answer,” Price said. “I just resumed 
skating a couple of days ago. So, I've gone through that process before, 
and I've had setbacks on those two occasions. So, you know, I'd like to 
be able to give you an answer at this moment, but I can't.” 

Hence the anxiety. It cast a dark shadow over this entire press 
conference. 

If Price hadn’t said he was doing well otherwise, it’d have been tough to 
glean. 

It was when he was prompted to address the fans directly -- about the 
Canadiens completely nosediving in his absence and his incredible 
tribulations since he was last heard from -- that he assured everyone he 
was in a good frame of mind. 

But Price followed that up by saying, “I know it's been a frustrating time 
for everybody, (and) it's been one for me as well.” 

“It's been a long year,” Price continued. “And I know there's a lot of 
frustrations out there, but everybody out here is trying their hardest. 
Everybody's putting the work and doing their best. 

“For me personally, it's been a long stretch. It's been hard to be out 
watching your teammates especially not having success. Having a 
couple of setbacks, it's been frustrating for sure, but I just want 
everybody to know that I'm doing well and I'm looking forward to the 
future.” 

Remaining Time -0:41 

Canadiens' Price grateful for all the support he's received 

No matter what it brings in Montreal, with the Canadiens tumbling 
towards a rebuild, Price wanted to make clear he has no intention of 
leaving. 

“I haven't made any plans to do so,” he said. “Me and my family are very 
happy here. We're settled in, this is our home. There's a reason I signed 
the contract like I did here with a no-movement clause. It was to be here. 
So, as of right now, I have no plans to move anywhere.” 

Price just wants to go from skating sessions on his own to sessions with 
his goaltending coach, and then to practices with his teammates, and 
finally to playing in games. 

“It's gonna be interesting to see how my knee responds,” he said. “I'm 
hoping for the best. I obviously want this to go well.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.31.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Despite long layoff, Jets' Comrie answers the call in win 
over Blues 

 

Ken Wiebe 30, 2022, 12:08 AM 

 

WINNIPEG - No starts since Dec. 10 and not a single second of NHL 
game action either. 

No individual wins since Nov. 5, even if they only covered four 
appearances and three starts. 

No problem. 

In looking to see his team try and snap a frustrating six-game losing 
streak (0-4-2), Winnipeg Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry played a 
hunch and his gutsy call to put Eric Comrie between the pipes against 
the St. Louis Blues on Saturday afternoon turned into a tidy 4-1 victory. 

Comrie certainly did his part, finishing with 28 saves -- including 14 
during the third period -- as he improved to 4-2-1 on the season, raising 
his save percentage to .920 and lowering his goals-against average to 
2.34. 

Those are pretty impressive numbers for a guy who entered this season 
as a question mark when it came to whether or not he was ready to 
handle the Jets’ backup job behind Connor Hellebuyck. 

Remaining Time -1:11 

Comrie credits fundamental game plan in first start since early December 

This wasn’t a one-game referendum on Comrie’s readiness, but when 
you consider the circumstances of Saturday afternoon, it’s safe to say he 
left a positive impression in his first appearance since Lowry took over 
behind the bench. 

Hellebuyck had started the previous 13 games, 22 of the past 23 and 34 
of 40 overall, so it’s not like there has been much of an opportunity for 
Comrie to show what he can do. 

Toss in a recent bout with COVID-19 and it would have been tough to 
find a comfortable scenario for Comrie to be thrust in. 

Well, instead of looking for a safer landing spot -- relatively speaking, of 
course -- Lowry figured that there was no need to wait any longer. 

Hellebuyck needed a breather and Comrie needed some action. 

It would have been impossible to predict how Comrie would respond to 
the lengthy time between games, but when you consider his diligent 
preparation or how much extra work he puts in at the end of practises, 
perhaps one shouldn’t be surprised that he was able to deliver the goods 
in such a critical spot. 

During a week where the topic of identity -- and the search for it -- was at 
the root of many Jets discussions, it was Comrie who helped change the 
narrative by standing tall, despite the lengthy layoff. 

“That’s a long stretch to go without playing. You usually see a guy get in 
there and he’s over excited to be in,” said Jets defenceman Nate 
Schmidt, who scored a power-play goal and logged 24:38 of ice time. 
“He’s excited to get out on the plays, he might get himself out of position 
because he’s pushing so hard to get there. But I thought his patience, his 
angles were on, his plays in front of him, he wasn’t scrambling at pucks. 
Letting us do our job in front of him instead of trying to dive and scramble 
away. I think it calmed our guys down a lot when you see a goaltender 
playing that way and have that type of poise back there. Especially after 
not playing for a long time.” 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Part of being able to help calm the Jets down, Comrie made a routine 
save off Jordan Kyrou, but when the puck caromed off the shin pad of 
Jets defenceman Neal Pionk and looked to be heading in, he recovered 
in time to prevent a goal. 

The only shot to beat Comrie was a wrister on the power play from 
Vladimir Tarasenko and his ability to remain calm under pressure was 
readily apparent. 

“Any time your backup wins a game, it feels great,” said Lowry. “We put 
him in the net and the expectation is he's going to do whatever he can do 
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give us a chance to win. He's been extremely patient. Obviously, COVID 
played a factor in him not getting a couple starts. 

“But today he played with a lot of poise. He was confident. The puck hit 
him. He wasn't busy, he was nice and quiet, and he didn't give up any 
rebounds because he just absorbed everything.” 

Comrie fully realizes the situation he’s in, playing behind a workhorse like 
Hellebuyck. 

Staying ready between those significant stretches between starts comes 
with the territory and with the Jets set to play the final 40 games over a 
span of 81 days following Tuesday’s game against the Philadelphia 
Flyers, Comrie is going to need to play the way he did in order to help 
lighten the load. 

Especially with seven sets of back-to-backs left on the regular season 
schedule. 

Facing a Blues squad that is locked in a three-way battle for second 
place in the Central Division, the Jets were much more committed 
defensively (limiting the Blues to only two shots in goal in the second 
period) and found some offensive punch as well -- scoring four goals for 
the first time in the past 10 games. 

“Obviously, it wasn't too fun losing those games. It’s frustrating,” said Jets 
centre Pierre-Luc Dubois, who provided another determined effort, 
chipping in an assist and while also getting under the skin of the 
opponent on several occasions. “So, to win it helps but I think to win the 
right way, and to know that if we play like this ... it's easy to say, harder to 
do. There's going be ups and downs, but I think it's about building your 
game. 

“You don't play the same way at the end of the year that you do at the 
start. And if you do, you're probably not in the playoffs. So, for us to come 
in here, against a good team, play the right way, I think it could be a 
really good thing for us.” 

The Jets iced a lineup that included three defencemen who started the 
season with the Manitoba Moose of the American Hockey League on 
Saturday, including Johnny Kovacevic and Declan Chisholm, who were 
each playing the second NHL game of their respective careers. 

While the veteran trio of Schmidt, Pionk and Brenden Dillon led the way, 
Ville Heinola took an important step forward as he was given an 
enhanced role. 

After shaking off some obvious rust earlier this week following two weeks 
and change between games when he returned to the Jets’ lineup against 
the Florida Panthers, Heinola played just under 19 minutes on Saturday 
and he did the things that will make him an impactful player at this level. 

Heinola was assertive, defending aggressively and stepping up at the 
defensive blue line, working to tackle the element of his game that 
requires the most work. 

Offensively, his gifts were on full display. 

Aside from crisp puck movement and sound puck management, Heinola 
wasn’t afraid to use his skating ability to activate on the rush (ringing a 
shot off the post on a quality scoring chance) and he also unloaded a 
couple of dangerous shots that were stopped by Ville Husso. 

Even with Josh Morrissey (expected to emerge from the NHL’s COVID-
19 protocols in the next few days) and Dylan DeMelo (upper body injury) 
possible to suit up against the Flyers, Heinola has done enough over the 
past three games to earn at least one more look in what will be the Jets 
final game before the NHL All-Star break. 

As for Schmidt, he seemed to be in the middle of everything, scoring a 
power-play goal on a one-timer and getting another play started that led 
to a goal, although he didn’t record an assist for it. 

The eventual game-winner from Kyle Connor would not have been 
possible without a subtle but essential zone exit that featured an 
impressive pass by Schmidt. 

With Blues defenceman Justin Faulk applying pressure on the forecheck, 
Schmidt secured inside position and the leverage he gained allowed him 
to keep the puck on his stick and he got it over to Connor as he was 
falling to the ice. 

“It just seemed like a more complete game, that we weren’t chasing the 
game,” said Schmidt. “(We) let the game come to us. But we also 
imposed our will a lot of times during the game, which we haven’t done, I 
don’t think, for a sustained 10, 15, 20 minutes, maybe, but not for an 
entire game.” 

The Jets hit the midway point of the NHL season with a record of 18-16-7 
(43 points), which leaves them below the playoff line in the Western 
Conference standings and with multiple teams to try and leapfrog. 

“I think that this team is what you saw (on Saturday),” said Schmidt. “I 
like to hold myself to a pretty high standard. I like to hold our guys there 
too. You look at what we did and I think that should be your standard. 
That should be your benchmark in the way you play. 

“This is the time of year. The playoffs aren’t some distant fairy tale that 
you’re just going to arrive to and be amongst it. It starts with these games 
right there. In order to get yourself in position to where you want to be in 
a month, you need to get stretches together. Hopefully, this is the start of 
one.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 01.31.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hanna Bunton on the realities of being a women's hockey 
star 

 

19-24 minutes By Kristina Rutherford 

 

H anna Bunton has played professional hockey in China, where she put 
up nearly a point per game and earned a living wage. She has won a 
world championship gold medal for Canada, threading a pass to a 
teammate for a tap-in game-winner in overtime against the Americans. 
She has graced the cover of Elle Canada along with Brigette Lacquette 
and Sarah Nurse, fellow members of the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players’ Association. In short, Bunton has had quite the life in hockey — 
and she’s only 26. 

At the top of the women’s game for much of her career, Bunton is 
currently playing for the PWHPA’s Calgary chapter, while also working as 
Hockey Canada’s coordinator of hockey development for its U-18 
programs. She coaches on the side too. The Belleville, Ont.-born forward 
took time for a lengthy chat with Sportsnet on a variety of topics, from 
heavier ones like the state of women’s professional hockey in North 
America and the need to address racism in the game, to lighter stuff, like 
her love of the sport, fashion and her 150-pound dog, a mastiff mix 
named Raider. 

SPORTSNET: What’s Raider up to? 

HANNA BUNTON: He’s currently laying on my bed and he’s not 
supposed to be on my bed. It’s one of the rules, but he looks so 
comfortable and I know he’ll be quiet while I’m doing this interview if I just 
let him sleep on the bed. He’s allowed right now, but as soon as this is 
done he’s getting pushed off the bed [laughs]. 

He must take up the whole bed. 

Basically. He is a huge boy, and he is the most fun to have. He gets so 
much attention and I just love having such a big dog — honestly, like a 
horse — in my apartment in Calgary. 

You’ve lived there a couple of years now. What made you decide to 
move? 
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When the CWHL [Canadian Women’s Hockey League] folded [in 2019], I 
was unsure where I wanted to be. I decided I wanted something new, to 
try a place I’d never lived before. One of my really good friends, [PWHPA 
forward] Rebecca Leslie, was in Calgary. We ended up living together 
when I first moved here. I love the decision I made. It’s so fun being close 
to the mountains, I’ve gotten really into skiing and snowboarding since 
I’ve been out here. 

When are you on the ice next? 

We’re typically practicing Wednesday nights, later at night, and Sunday 
nights. 

What does later at night mean? 

Like 8:45 [laughs] until about 10 or 10:15. 

And then you all work the next morning. 

Yes. One of my best friends here, Kaitlin Willoughby, she’s a full-time 
nurse. She starts at 7 a.m. and she’s at practice on Sunday nights till 
10:15. It’s pretty impressive what some people do. 

I don’t want to dwell on the negative, but I think people who don’t already 
know should know about the realities here for a lot of the best female 
players in the world. 

For sure. 

When’s your next game? 

We have an exhibition on Friday — it’ll be only our second game of the 
year. And then our next showcase is March 4 to 6. [Editor’s note: The 
next PWHPA showcase is in Ottawa in late February, but Calgary isn’t 
among the four teams featured that weekend.] 

How many times a week are you on the ice? 

I would say, on average, two. Potentially. Maybe once. 

What needs to change about the state of the pro women’s game? 

Obviously, if you want the best product on the ice with women’s hockey, 
the opportunities and the resources need to be there. You’re not going to 
get the best product when you’re on the ice once or twice a week, you’re 
not playing games, you’re working, you’re coaching. You can’t be your 
best at everything you’re doing when you’re spread thin. 

We’ve seen so many players in the NHL who hit their peak at 26, 27, and 
unfortunately that’s just not the case with women’s hockey, because by 
the time you’re 26, 27 — right around my age — you’re only on the ice 
maybe once a week, or you’ve already stopped playing because the 
opportunities aren’t there. I think when those opportunities are there, 
women’s hockey is going to change drastically. I would love for there to 
be a league where you can get paid a liveable wage — where you’re able 
to live day to day comfortably, and you’re able to train every single day. 
When that happens, women’s hockey is going to explode. 

Do you see that happening while you’re still playing? 

I hope so. I’ve always said that I will play until someone tells me, “You 
can’t anymore.” [Laughs.] I will do my best. At the end of the day, I’m well 
aware of everything hockey has brought to me and I want those 
opportunities for the next generation. And I hope that, if it’s not in the next 
couple years, at the very least, in the future the little girls that I coach 
have those opportunities. 

I feel badly asking you some of these questions, because you and other 
professional female players hear them all the time. Is it tiring to repeat 
these same messages about things that need to change and never seem 
to? 

Yeah, I think so. The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over 
and over again and expecting something to change. [Laughs.] Maybe it’s 
a little bit tiring but if we don’t keep having these conversations, we’re 
probably going to go backwards. And I think having these conversations 
maybe inspires other people to have these conversations and it reaches 

different people than it’s reached in the past. We want to be having these 
conversations or we’re not going to see the change. 

Well said. Growing up in Belleville, how’d you get interested in the game? 

I think I started playing when I was about four or five. The Belleville Bulls 
were the OHL team that were there at the time and we had season 
tickets, and I would go with my dad and my grandfather. It was a pretty 
special excursion, every Wednesday and Saturday were their home 
games and it was something I always looked forward to. I had a little 
Bulls bag I would bring. I had a stuffed bull and a jersey. I used to even 
take stats at the game. So I don’t know, maybe I was more of a nerd 
watching it, but it was such a fun experience. 

Did you aspire to be a Bull? 

Yeah, I was always thinking, I want to play and I want to be as good as 
these guys are. I remember looking up to them, thinking they were the 
coolest people in the world. 

You also played basketball and ran track competitively. Why did you 
choose hockey ultimately? 

When I got older, I saw that hockey could probably take me somewhere. 

Where did you think it could take you? 

There was a team called the East Coast Selects and they would scout 
and find players in Ontario. I ended up going to Europe in both Grade 7 
and 8 with them for a summer travel experience. We went to three 
different countries each year and there were girls from all over Ontario 
and a couple from the U.S. That felt like the first time that I had been 
noticed from somewhere outside of Belleville and I thought, Oh, this is 
pretty cool, hockey could take me somewhere. 

There was a girl named Jackie Jarrell, who’s from Belleville as well. 
She’s about 10 years older than me and she went to Mercyhurst and 
played Division 1 hockey there. So I saw her and thought, Oh wow, I can 
get a scholarship somewhere. 

My last year of midget, I was offered to play in the junior league with 
Whitby and I decided I was going to stay back and play a year in 
Belleville. [Editor’s note: With the Bearcats that season, Bunton put up 94 
points in 51 games]. I was in Grade 10 and I think it was probably one of 
the better decisions in my hockey career, because I ended up getting 
noticed by Team Canada that year. I was able to be a dominant player in 
Belleville as opposed to going to Whitby and maybe struggling to find 
myself. 

What was that first experience like with the national team? 

I made a series against the U.S. in the summer, my first Team Canada 
U-18 camp, and then unfortunately I was released for the world 
[championship] roster. That was a devastating time in my hockey career. 
But I ended up playing in Whitby [the next season], and we were pretty 
dominant in the PWHL that year. … I went on to play for Team Canada 
[in 2013], and we won gold at the U-18 world championships — that was 
really fun. We had a great team and we were so close, and I went into 
that tournament knowing that I wanted to be one of the top players and 
make a difference. 

And you did, in overtime. What do you remember about that play? 

It’s probably one of the craziest games I’ve ever been a part of. We 
scored to tie it with 18 seconds left in the game, and then scored in the 
first two minutes of overtime to win gold. It was my first shift of overtime, 
and I was out with Karly Heffernan. I cut behind the net, got rid of my 
defender and I walked along the goal line and saw that she was open in 
front of the net. I passed it to her and she had kind of a tap-in goal. I 
remember that moment was so surreal.  I think I saw it before it even 
happened. 

The IIHF cancelled that tournament this year and last year because of 
COVID, but went ahead with the men’s [until they had to cancel the most 
recent edition due to COVID outbreaks]. What are your thoughts on that? 
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It was definitely disappointing to see. I have a different lens on it. I 
coordinate the U-18 program [for Hockey Canada], so just being able to 
now work for the program that gave me so much is pretty special. When I 
think back to my friendships and the experiences I’ve had and the 
development it helped within my own career, I just can’t imagine those 
girls not having that same experience. It’s happened a couple years in a 
row now. I hope the IIHF finds a way to make that tournament happen. I 
think not only do the girls deserve it, but it’s a crucial step in development 
for these girls to get to the next level in their hockey careers. 

Is there a player you want to highlight that’s part of that U-18 program 
that you think has a bright future? 

There’s a player named Avi Adams. She’s going to Cornell University, so 
maybe I’m a little biased [that’s Bunton’s alma mater]. She’s quite a 
player and she ended up making that world roster and I was excited to 
see what she could do at that level. 

What happened with your own national team aspirations by the end of 
your college career? 

In college, I played on the U-22 team, which is now the development 
team, with Team Canada. I had gone to a couple of senior camps and 
that was definitely my aspiration. But unfortunately my senior year at 
Cornell, around Christmastime, I wasn’t selected for a tournament with 
the development team and I had previously been on the team for three 
years. It was pretty disappointing and they kind of just said my career 
within Hockey Canada at that point was taking a stop. It was obviously 
really hard for me. I was about to graduate and thought maybe there 
would be some opportunities with the senior team, but at the same time I 
think it took a weight off my shoulders in my senior year and I was able 
just to play for the love of it. I think that was when I got the best out of my 
hockey career at Cornell. 

Did you wonder whether college was the pinnacle for you? 

I think a little bit. Obviously a lot of really talented players end up hanging 
their skates up even before their career’s at its peak. I knew I was not 
ready to be done playing hockey, but I knew a career had to take a step 
forward and the hockey had to take, maybe, a step backwards, which 
was something that was going to be really sad to me. But what happened 
with the [CWHL expansion to China] was the perfect timing, just when I 
was graduating. I feel like I was pretty lucky. Going into China, I felt like I 
was at the top of where I had been in hockey as well. 

How do you describe that experience of playing in China [Bunton played 
there for two seasons, until the CWHL folded in 2019], helping to grow 
the game there and also helping develop China’s national team players 
ahead of the these Beijing Olympics? 

It was honestly an experience that’s hard to describe. To be able to be 
immersed in a culture that otherwise I don’t know if I would have gotten 
the opportunity to be involved in was quite special. And there’s just so 
many funny stories you wouldn’t even believe happened. You’re 
obviously trying to be a professional sport in an area that hasn’t had that 
sport before. There were so many stories about how they thought ice 
was ready and there were huge holes in it, and we go in there and we 
have to tell them: “We can’t play in those conditions.” We’d have people 
come in and walk through our locker room without thinking twice about it. 
It was such a funny, unique experience but it was really special. To have 
all the Canadian teams come over to China, I had a lot of friends on other 
teams and got to kind of share the experience with them. I had a scooter 
over there and I’d take them for scooter rides. 

Was that the most money you’ve made playing hockey? 

Yeah, for sure [laughs]. 

Star players were paid six figures. Did you feel the future of the sport was 
headed in that direction? 

A little bit. I think I was realistic that probably coming back to Canada, 
that’s not going to be the case. We did a lot of work in the community and 
with [Chinese-born teammates] to have that salary, but I would be lying if 

I said that it wasn’t extremely nice to be playing hockey, making a living 
wage and just getting to train full-time. That’s when I felt I was at the very 
best in my hockey career, because I was able to train every day, full-
time. Then you come back to Canada and you have to work full-time, 
you’re coaching on the side, you’re practicing maybe twice a week. 

That’s your current situation. 

Yes. 

In your spare time, I hear you’re also very into fashion. Who do you look 
up to most in the fashion world? 

Fashion in the last maybe two or three years has been something I really 
enjoy. I’d say my biggest fashion icon would probably be Hailey Bieber. I 
love how simple and elegant her style is, and I love how she does a lot of 
oversized looks. That’s something I’ve always loved doing. 

Who’s the best-dressed in the women’s game? Maybe… you? 

[Laughs.] I think I would get some heat if I said I was the most stylish. 
There’s a lot of people. One thing about style that’s fun is that it’s 
honestly how you see it. How something makes you feel may not be the 
same as the way it makes someone else feel — that’s the cool thing 
about it. Someone like Marie-Philip Poulin has great style. I love that she 
always wears hats to games. That’s super fun. 

You have so few games, you could really nail it with your outfits ahead of 
every one. 

It’s actually true. [Laughs.] 

Do you know what you’ll be wearing in March to your team’s next 
showcase event? 

I love a good matching set, a suit or something like that, and I slick my 
hair back in a bun. That’s my go-to look. It’s funny, I had some new 
outfits for the games that were in Toronto [in December], but I ended up 
not being able to play in those showcase games, so I have those outfits 
stored. It was a tough decision, but I ended up not playing because of 
everything going on with the pandemic at that time, and we were about to 
be leaving for Europe for our U-18 program, and that was happening 
within a week of that showcase. I was the lead of that team, so I thought 
it was in my best interest that I was healthy before going to the world 
championships for work. 

When was the last game you played? 

Nova Scotia would’ve been the last one. [Last] November. It’s been so 
long. 

It has. And it’s also been a long time since you posted a vlog. Your last 
one was in September, and you “committed” back then to two a month. 
It’s been crickets ever since. 

[Laughs.] Yeah, you’re holding me accountable, I like that. I’ll get back at 
it. It’ll be my new year’s resolution. I had a little ski trip this weekend. We 
stayed in Banff, and I actually vlogged it, so it’ll probably be going up 
within the week. 

Is that an important part of being a pro hockey player, being visible in that 
way? 

There’s obviously two sides to it. It’s something I really enjoy doing. But I 
also think as hockey players in general, not just female hockey players, 
it’s one sport where I feel like maybe we don’t show our personality as 
much as other sports. I think that’s something that really helps 
engagement with fans, when they feel like they know who they’re 
watching. 

Recently you released a statement on your social media about Jacob 
Panetta, shortly after he was suspended from his ECHL team. [Panetta 
allegedly made a racist gesture toward Jordan Subban during a game.] 
Why was that important to you? 
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It’s obviously a heavy conversation. I just felt it was necessary to release 
something because I feel like as white people and as white athletes, a lot 
of the times we rely on our BIPOC community to speak out on these 
issues and I just felt like it was time. It wasn’t just their job to condemn 
the racism that was in hockey. Whether it was intentional or not, you 
have to realize what your gestures could make someone else feel. And 
you have to be aware of what you’re doing and who you’re doing it to. I 
think obviously it was disappointing to see. I felt a really strong need to 
speak out as a white hockey player and not just let the conversation fall 
on Sarah Nurse, on P.K. Subban, on players like that. When we’re the 
ones who’ve created the problem, we also need to be the ones to stand 
up and start the conversation on fixing it. 

That was really well-put. Thank you. You’re close with a lot of members 
of Team Canada. How much are you looking forward to watching your 
friends compete at the Olympics? 

I’m so excited. I’ve been around them so much this year, them being 
centralized in Calgary, and there are so many players I’m really close 
with. I know they’re so prepared. Since their world championships [in 
2021] I can only imagine they’ve gotten so much stronger, being together 
every single day since then. I think with all the challenges they’ve had 
this year with the pandemic and cancellations, I’m so excited to see them 
get over there and compete, and I know that they’re probably the most 
prepared they’ve ever been. It’s going to be so fun to watch. 

What will it be like watching Mélodie [Daoust] compete over there? 
[Bunton and Daoust, a forward for Canada, are dating]. 

I’m so excited to watch her. I’ve known Mélodie for a long time. We 
actually played in Germany together in a Nation’s Cup when we were on 
the development team, so we’ve been good friends for a long time. I’ve 
always been a huge supporter and fan of hers. Obviously getting to 
watch her compete, being her partner and that side of it is something 
that’s different for me, but it’s so exciting to watch someone that you love 
and care about get to accomplish their goals. I’ve always been so 
impressed with the player that she is and the friend that she is, and she’s 
always been amazing, but to see it from a different side and be able to 
cheer her on is going to be so fun and exciting. I’m so proud of how hard 
she works and I know she’s been through a lot this year, being in Calgary 
and being away from Mathéo [her son], and this is kind of the end goal. 
It’ll be really nice to watch her accomplish this for a third time. 

How will you cope with the nerves? 

I’m honestly a pretty calm person. I think I’ll be pretty relaxed and I feel 
like in those games I’ve always had my best friends playing. Emily Clark 
[a forward for Canada] has been my best friend for over 10 years, so I’ve 
always been really close to the players. I do get really nervous but I feel 
like I almost try to be a calming presence for them. But it’s honestly 
harder to be a fan watching than it was even playing those high-stakes 
games as player. 

Let’s hear your gold medal game-winning goal prediction. 

You know what, I think I would be a really poor betting person if I did not 
say Poulin. 

Solid bet. Thank you very much for this conversation, for addressing so 
many topics. Is your dog still asleep on your bed? 

Oh my gosh, Raider is now on his back on the bed. He looks like the king 
of the bed. As soon as I hang up, he is onto the couch and off the bed. 
[Laughs.] 
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