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Davin “Dave” Olsen, who managed PNC Arena for the Hurricanes for 20 years, has died 

By Chip Alexander 

Just before what is now called PNC Arena opened in 1999, 
narrowly obtaining its certificate of occupancy at the 11th 
hour, arena general manager Davin “Dave” Olsen celebrated 
by doing his dance version of the “Funky Chicken” in a 
darkened parking lot. 

Olsen, who went on to manage the building for another 20-
plus years as the executive vice president and general 
manager of PNC Arena for Gale Force Sports & 
Entertainment, has died after a heart attack. Olsen was 62. 

Olsen had been with the Carolina Hurricanes franchise and 
overseen the operations of the arena since it opened in 
October 1999 before leaving the organization late in the 
summer of 2021. 

Jeff Merritt has been executive director of the Centennial 
Authority, the arena landlord, since 2011 and worked closely 
with Olsen on arena issues. Merritt was emotional Monday in 
talking about someone he called a close friend. 

“There are very few arenas who had a guy like Dave, who 
was known throughout the community,” Merritt said. “Dave 
knew everybody. Just to watch him on an event night was 
like watching a star performer, or the coach of the hockey 
team or basketball team. He couldn’t do anything without 
anyone stopping him or smiling at him.” 

Merritt noted that Olsen would always take his “perch” at 
Canes hockey games by the glass behind the net on the 
north end of the arena. Merritt said Olsen said he would 
stand there so he could keep an eye on everything and so 
everyone would know where to find him if they needed him. 

“But I think I lot of that was Dave was a kid on Christmas 
morning every time,” Merritt said. “To be that close to the 
National Hockey League, I think he never got past that ‘I 
can’t believe they pay me to do this’ kind of thing.” 

Merritt said there were times at games that families were 
allowed would bring their young kids down by the ice in the 
third period. Olsen wore a 2006 Stanley Cup championship 
ring -- he also has his named engraved on the Cup -- and 
would let the kids hold it and wear it, he said. 

“To me that sums up who Dave was,” Merritt said. “To see 
the delight on the faces of the kids and their parents was 
something else.” 

Former Hurricanes president and general manager Jim 
Rutherford said he was stunned Monday when he heard of 
Olsen’s passing. While he worked closely with Olsen, the two 
were good friends. 

“He was a big part of the arena, now only when it was being 
built but in working with the authority,” said Rutherford, now 
president of hockey operations for the Vancouver Canucks. 
“He could work with anybody. He was always willing to help 
people. He was really good at his job and really laid the 

foundation for how PNC Arena operated. He did so many 
good things there. This is really tough to talk about.” 

Tom McCormick, a Centennial Authority member and former 
authority chairman, said Monday that Olsen was a “tough 
building manager.” 

“He was a good building manager, but in that business you 
have to deal with promoters and performers, with a lot of 
egos involved,” McCormick said. “And Dave was very firm 
and fair in dealing with folks.” 

Olsen was fond of showing off the arena to newcomers, 
McCormick said, giving them the tour. 

“Whenever anybody would come to visit the building for the 
first time, whether it was for a game or out-of-town arena 
people coming in, their first comment was ‘This building is so 
clean, we can’t believe it’s as old as it is,’” McCormick said. 
“That was Dave. He was very diligent about that and very 
focused on how the building looked. 

“We’ll miss him. The best you can say of anybody is he was 
very good at what he did.” 

Before coming to North Carolina, Olsen had administered the 
New Haven Coliseum and Hartford Civic Center in 
Connecticut. He then was director of recreational facilities at 
UNC Charlotte before joining the Hurricanes. 

One story often told about Olsen was about the opening of 
the arena and the last-moment granting of the building’s 
certificate of occupancy, allowing it to open to the public. 

“There was no opportunity for a soft opening,” Olsen said in 
a 2019 N&O interview. “We basically got thrown to the 
wolves in our first event.” 

Olsen spent 70 straight hours in the building in the final 
preparations. So happy to have everything completed, he 
said he did the “Funky Chicken,” which he said was taught to 
him by his mother. 

Rutherford said he recently had dinner with Olsen and that 
Olsen was “looking forward to getting a new job.” He said 
Olsen told him he would soon be working on a project in 
Texas. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, in a statement Monday, said: “”We 
are shocked and saddened to learn of Dave’s passing. Dave 
was an enormous part of this organization from the 
construction of PNC Arena through nearly 22 years of 
operating and maintaining it as one of the premier 
entertainment venues in the Southeast. He was a dedicated, 
popular employee who will be dearly missed by so many of 
our employees, past and present.” 

Olsen is survived by his wife, Marci, and two children, sons 
Davin and Jason.
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Who’s stopping the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov? Right now, only the NHL All-Star break 

By Chip Alexander 

Most of the Carolina Hurricanes’ players scattered in 
different directions Monday, looking for a little rest and 
relaxation during the NHL All-Star break. 

Some, like Andrei Svechnikov, are headed to warmer climes, 
and will be in Florida. Vincent Trocheck said he would head 
back home to Pittsburgh to see family and then go from 
there. The plans are many and varied. 

But one thing is clear: Coach Rod Brind’Amour wants them 
away from hockey for a bit. 

“I need them to get away from the game,” Canes coach 
Brind’Amour said Sunday. “They need to get a mental break 
because we push pretty hard.” 

Brind’Amour himself won’t be getting away: He’s coaching 
the Metropolitan Division team in the 2022 NHL All-Star 
Game, and will be in Las Vegas this week. He’ll also have 
goalie Frederik Andersen and center Sebastian Aho on his 
Metro team for Saturday’s competition at T-Mobile Arena. 

Patching the Brick Wall 

Andersen said Sunday after the Canes’ 2-1 win over San 
Jose that he was looking forward to some better weather in 
Las Vegas, would go out a few days early and planned to 
take his golf clubs with him. 

“It’ll be good to swing the clubs a little bit,” he said. 

If he swings them as well as he has handled the crease and 
his goalie stick, Andersen should be fine. He’ll go to Vegas 
with 24 wins this season, tied for the NHL lead with Tampa 
Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy through Sunday’s games. His 2.02 
goals-against average ranks first among goalies who have 
played 20 or more games. 

“He has been a brick wall back there,” defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. 

Svechnikov on Fire 

Svechnikov, 21, was not selected for the All-Star Game this 
season, but few players go into the All-Star break more torrid 
than the Canes’ power forward. 

Svechnikov had a streak of five consecutive multi-point 
games end Thursday against the Ottawa Senators, but his 
shootout goal won that road game, 3-2. He then had the 
winning goals against both New Jersey and San Jose in the 
weekend back-to-back at PNC Arena to propel the Canes 
into the break with a four-game win streak, a 31-9-2 record, 
and the Metro lead. 

“You obviously want to get points but you don’t want to think 
about that,” Svechnikov said. “You just want to go and play 
your hardest game and you’re going to get success always. 

“I feel like I’m confident in myself. When you’re confident, 
you skate well, you pass it well, you’re shooting well. 
Obviously I’ve been working hard and that’s one of the goals 
of mine. Just work hard and you’re going to be successful, 
for sure.” 

Successful? Svechnikov had seven goals and nine assists in 
the Canes’ 12 games in January, pushing his season totals 
to 16 goals and 22 assists in 39 games. 

“You know this kid. You don’t have to do anything with this 
guy,” Brind’Amour said Sunday. “You just tell him where to 
be and what time the game is ... He wants to win and he’s 
competitive. Sometimes, maybe a little too much but I think 
he’s figuring that out. 

“Is he just starting and going to get better? Yeah. It’s hard to 
believe, but I think he can still get better.” 

Svechnikov has learned to handle himself better, both in his 
defensive zone work and with his temperament during 
games. 

“I think in the D zone once I get the puck I make decisions 
really quick I don’t lose the puck in the D zone,” Svechnikov 
said. “Once you’re playing good D you’re always going to 
have your chances.” 

As for his on-ice demeanor, Svechnikov is the kind that if an 
opponent rattles his cage, he has been more than willing to 
strike back, often landing him in the penalty box — his 51 
penalty minutes are a team high. 

Svechnikov didn’t back down Sunday when shoved from 
behind near the Canes bench in the first period. He wheeled 
around and quickly engaged the Sharks’ Jeffrey Viel, the two 
players grappling and then falling through an open door at 
the Sharks bench in a brief dust-up. 

Both were penalized for roughing -- Viel for four minutes. But 
Svechnikov has learned to pick his spots better and has 
been wiser about opponents trying to irritate him and throw 
him off his game. 

Svechnikov also has become a more complete 200-foot 
player. During the Ottawa game, the Senators’ Brady 
Tkachuk had a partial breakaway in overtime. But 
Svechnikov skated back hard to get his stick on Tkachuk’s 
stick and hinder his shot, helping Andersen make the stop. 
The Canes won the shootout on Svechnikov’s goal for the 
extra point. 

“His game has kind of gone above and beyond,” Canes 
defenseman Brett Pesce said last week. “It’s not just scoring. 
He can do everything. If it’s a gritty game he’s a guy leading 
the pack for us with hits and physicality. 

‘You don’t see that too often in a player, especially with his 
skill. That makes him even more special.”
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Monthly Performance Review: January 

Canes head into All-Star break with the best points 
percentage in the Eastern Conference 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - January? Check. 

All-Star break? We're here. 

The fourth calendar month of the Carolina Hurricanes' 2021-
22 regular season is in the books and it felt like this month 
had a little taste of everything, didn't it? 

There was a thrilling comeback, lopsided wins, being on the 
wrong side of a rout for the first time, COVID postponements, 
schedule updates, the whole nine. 

Let's take a look back at how the team did in the last 31 
days. 

Previously Monthly Reviews 

October: 8-0-0 

November: 7-5-1 

December: 7-2-0 

January Record: 9-2-1 

How about a new single-month high for victories? Not bad for 
only having played one game in the final 13 days of 
December. When the team returned from the holiday break it 
almost had a Training Camp 2.0 feel to it, with a few long 
and hard practices to get prepared for their return to game 
action. 

The crew was supposed to play 14 games in 30 days this 
month, which would have been a new high, however, 
postponements in Toronto and Philadelphia within the span 
of eight days knocked that down to 12. 

Some of the biggest stories that did happen in or over the 
course of those dozen games were... 

The Comeback In Columbus 

On the very first day of the new year the Canes made 
headlines for their 7-4 victory over the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. This was one of those games that you remember for 
a long time and we'll look back on when the season ends, for 
certain. Despite being down 3-0 after 20 minutes of play 
Carolina had been the better team, but it's not always the 
better team that wins - its the team the scores more. After 
Frederik Andersen relieved Antti Raanta the crew would go 
on to find their offense, scoring seven unanswered and going 
on to win one of the wildest games that anywho who either 
watched or was a part of will ever remember. 

It was the first time in the last 25 years of NHL play that a 
team erased a four-goal deficit to win by three in regulation. 

All-Star Andersen 

Fittingly enough Monday afternoon Frederik Andersen was 
named the NHL's Second Star of the Week. His three-win 
week put a bow on a month where he went 8-1-0, with a .927 
save percentage (SV%) and a 2.22 goals against average 
(GAA). 

He also made NHL history Sunday, becoming the first goalie 
to record 24 wins in his first 30 games played with a club. 

The first-year Cane has now won 13 of his last 14 
appearances, single-handedly paving the way for his team in 
several of those outings. His only loss since the calendar 
flipped to December came in the team's 6-0 defeat versus 
Columbus on January 13 and even in that contest Head 
Coach Rod Brind'Amour described his group's performance 
as "not good" and made a point to say that it was not on his 
backstop. That same outing was also the first one since mid-
November where he allowed more than three goals. 

Point blank, he gives his team a chance to win just about 
every single night he steps in the cage. That's all you can 
ask for, right? 

He's now headed to Vegas this week alongside Brind'Amour 
and Sebastian Aho to represent the club at the NHL Honda 
All-Star Game Friday and Saturday. 

Penalty Kill Power 

The Carolina Hurricanes penalty kill came just 35 seconds 
short of matching some franchise history this month. Tim 
Gleason's unit had killed off 35 consecutive penalties, 
starting back on December 7 in Winnipeg, but eventually 
coming to a close on January 18 in Boston. 

The only goal that the team allowed in a 7-1 smacking of the 
Boston Bruins was a first period power play tally that was 
redirected off the skate of Patrice Bergeron and by Frederik 
Andersen. While all good things must come to an end, the 
efforts of the team's shorthanded groups have moved them 
all the way to the top spot in the NHL for the season, now 
having moved up to a successful kill rate of 89.0%. Another 
portion to this stat that makes it both equally alarming and 
impressive is that the they've been shorthanded more than 
29 other teams in the league. (h/t Twitter / @CanesStats) 

A general rule of thumb in the hockey world is that if your 
special teams units (power play + penalty kill) can add up to 
110%, you're in a good spot. Merge their 26.7% power play 
(6th - NHL) on top of their strong shorthanded efforts and 
you get a cool 115.7%. 
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Going Into Break Hot 

Just one game past the official midway marker of the regular 
season schedule, the Canes head into the league's All-Star 
break on top of the Metropolitan Division and pacing the 
Eastern Conference in points percentage (.762%). It's largely 
been all aces for the group, especially after winning a difficult 
stretch of four games in six days to enter the off week. 

Prior to the week Brind'Amour said it would be a bit of a 
preview for what's to come, given that the Canes will have a 
few "four-in-six" sequences the rest of the way. They'll play 
40 games in 88 days the rest of the way, including eight 
back-to-back sets. 

While certainly they'd have loved to beat Atlantic Division-
leading Florida when they had the chance, they did get them 
to overtime, taking a point and overall having a much better 
showing than their November meeting. Outside of not having 
beaten one of the only teams ahead of them in any league 
ranking, it's hard to pinpoint any major deficiencIes. 

Some other mid-season rankings as to where the team is 
among the league leaders? 

 Goals Against per Game - 2.33 (Fewest In The 
NHL) 

 Shots Against per Game - 28.2 (Fewest In The 
NHL) 

 Regulation Wins - 22 (1st) 

 Faceoff Win Percentage - 54.3% (3rd) 

 Goals For per Game - 3.48 (4th) 

Miscellaneous Bonus Notes 

 Andrei Svechnikov led all Canes skaters with 16 
points in 12 games during the month. Highlighted by 
his stretch of five consecutive multi-point games, 
the 21-year-old now ranks only behind Sebastian 
Aho with his 38 points in 39 games. 

 It was also another point-per-game month for Tony 
DeAngelo, who posted 12 in 12 outings. His 33 in 
35 games this year ranked ninth among all NHL 
defensemen, despite the fact that he ranks 110th in 
average time on ice per contest (19:10). 

 Sebastian Aho made franchise history on January 
25 when he recorded the overtime winner against 
Vegas. The OT goal was his seventh as a member 
of the organization, surpassing Jeff O'Neill as the 
franchise's new all-time leader.
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Kadri leads 3 Stars of the Week 

Avalanche forward, Hurricanes goalie Andersen, Flames 
wing Gaudreau earn honors 

NEW YORK - Colorado Avalanche center Nazem Kadri, 
Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Frederik Andersen and 
Calgary Flames left wing Johnny Gaudreau have been 
named the NHL's "Three Stars" for the week ending Jan. 30. 

FIRST STAR - NAZEM KADRI, C, COLORADO 
AVALANCHE 

Kadri topped the NHL with 3-5-8 and three game-winning 
goals in four outings to help the Avalanche (32-8-3, 67 
points) move into first place in the overall League standings 
via a perfect week and their 10th straight victory dating to 
Jan. 14. He scored the decisive goal in a 2-0 triumph over 
the Chicago Blackhawks Jan. 24. Kadri then recorded 
consecutive three-point performances, collecting three 
assists (including the primary helper on Cale Makar's 
overtime winner) in a 4-3 victory against the Boston Bruins 
Jan. 26 and 1-2-3 (including the GWG) in a 6-4 triumph over 
the Blackhawks Jan. 28. He capped the week with his 30th 
career game-winning goal and fifth of the season in a 4-1 
victory against the Buffalo Sabres Jan. 30. The 31-year-old 
London, Ont., native - who is set to make his NHL All-Star 
Game debut this Saturday in Las Vegas (3 p.m. ET/12 p.m. 
PT, ABC, Sportsnet, TVA Sports) - has skated in 40 total 
contests in 2021-22, ranking second in the League with a 
career-high 41 assists and third with 59 points (two shy of his 
personal best set in 82 games in 2016-17 w/ TOR). 

SECOND STAR - FREDERIK ANDERSEN, G, CAROLINA 
HURRICANES 

Andersen went 3-0-0 with a 1.91 goals-against average and 
.938 save percentage as the Hurricanes (31-9-2, 64 points) 
moved into first place in the Metropolitan Division via a 

perfect four-game week. He turned aside 26 shots in a 4-3 
overtime win against the Vegas Golden Knights Jan. 25. 
Andersen then made 37 saves and denied all three shootout 
attempts he faced in a 3-2 triumph over the Ottawa Senators 
Jan. 27. He finished the week with 27 stops in a 2-1 victory 
against the San Jose Sharks Jan. 30, his sixth straight win 
dating to Jan. 15. The 32-year-old Herning, Denmark, native 
- who is scheduled to participate in his second career NHL 
All-Star Game (also 2020 w/ TOR) - has played in 30 total 
contests during his first season with Carolina, placing among 
the League leaders in wins (t-1st; 24), goals-against average 
(2nd; 2.01) and save percentage (3rd; .929). His 24 victories 
are the most by any goaltender through their first 30 
appearances with an NHL franchise. 

THIRD STAR - JOHNNY GAUDREAU, LW, CALGARY 
FLAMES 

Gaudreau registered 2-6-8 in four games, pacing the NHL 
with six assists and a +8 rating to propel the Flames (21-13-
6, 48 points) to a 3-1-0 week and into the final Wild Card 
position in the Western Conference. Gaudreau compiled 
seven points over his first two outings, including 1-3-4 (his 
11th career four-point performance) in a 7-1 victory against 
the St. Louis Blues Jan. 24 and three assists in a 6-0 triumph 
over the Columbus Blue Jackets Jan. 26. After being held off 
the scoresheet in a 5-1 loss to the Blues Jan. 27, Gaudreau 
rebounded with his 10th career overtime goal (all w/ CGY) - 
the second-most in franchise history - in a 1-0 win against 
the Vancouver Canucks Jan. 29. The 28-year-old Salem, 
N.J., native - who will be making his sixth career NHL All-
Star Game appearance this weekend - has appeared in 40 
total contests this season, sitting among the League leaders 
in plus/minus (t-3rd; +29), assists (t-7th; 35) and points (8th; 
52).
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NHL Power Rankings: Avalanche stay on top; Wild, Flames climb 

By Adam Gretz 

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings there are 
no major changes at the top where the Colorado Avalanche, 
winners of 10 games in a row, remain in the top spot, 
followed immediately by the Florida Panthers and Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The big changes come with the Minnesota Wild who make a 
jump into the top-five thanks to their current winning streak, 
and the Calgary Flames who move up four spots thanks to 
their recent stretch of play. The Wild have won five games in 
a row and are currently on a nine-game point streak (8-0-1) 
to help give them one of the league’s best records. The 
Flames, meanwhile, have been dominant over the past 
couple of weeks thanks to their top-line duo of Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk and some strong 
goaltending. 

We take a look at all of those storylines and more in this 
week’s rankings. 

Where does your team sit? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Colorado Avalanche (Last Week: 1). Does not matter who 
they are without, they just keep crushing teams. Best team in 
the league right now. 

2. Florida Panthers (LW: 2). Jonathan Huberdeau has a real 
shot to win the NHL’s scoring title this season. Also should 
be in the MVP discussion. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 3). Frederik Andersen, Vezina 
Trophy contender is not a storyline many people saw 
happening here this season. 

4. Minnesota Wild (LW: 8). Kirill Kaprizov is the obvious 
superstar here, but there are not really any weak links 
anywhere on the roster. Solid team from top to bottom and a 
team that deserves some attention as a Stanley Cup 
contender. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 4). Sometimes it feels like we 
take for granted how good Steven Stamkos is and has been 
in his career. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs: (LW: 9). Michael Bunting has been 
such a great pickup this offseason. They needed to find 
some cheap depth, and they did. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 5). They hit a little bit of a slump 
this week but still managed to collect a couple of points in the 

process. They need to get Kasperi Kapanen and Evan 
Rodrigues going again. 

8. New York Rangers (LW: 6). Forget only winning the 
Vezina Trophy, Igor Shesterkin should be in the MVP 
discussion. 

9. Nashville Predators (LW: 11). Getting Filip Forsberg re-
signed seems like a must. Still so good. 

10. St. Louis Blues (LW: 10). As long as they get their 
goaltending situation figured out this is still a really good 
team with a sneaky dangerous offense. 

11. Boston Bruins (LW: 7). Going to keep saying this until it 
happens, but Claude Giroux would make so much sense 
here. So. Much. Sense. 

12. Washington Capitals (LW: 12). Marc-Andre Fleury, 
Washington Capital, would certainly add some intrigue to the 
Penguins-Capitals rivalry. They are rumored to be interested 
in him. 

13. Calgary Flames (LW: 18). They have really turned things 
around here lately and while the overall standings might not 
show it, they are quickly gaining ground on the Golden 
Knights in the Pacific Division race. They are right on their 
heels by points percentage and have five games in hand. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 13). Same story here since 
the beginning of the season: Just be healthy for the playoffs. 
If they are, this roster is still a top-tier roster. 

15. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 17). Trevor Zegras remains a one-
man highlight reel every game. What a player. 

16. Dallas Stars (LW: 19). At various times they look like a 
playoff team that could cause some real problems, and then 
look like a total disappointment at other times. Most Jekyll 
and Hyde team in the league. 

17. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 14). If Quinton Byfield can take 
a big step forward in the second half that would be a 
significant game-changer for their playoff push. 

18. New York Islanders (LW: 15). At this point they have no 
margin for error and losing three out of four this past week 
after making up some ground was a definite step back. 

19. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 21). They have won four games in 
a row. That is nice progress. But is it real progress or just a 
mirage? Even with Evander Kane in the mix all of the same 
questions still remain. 
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20. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 16). Missing the playoffs with that 
goalie and Kyle Connor having the season he is would be a 
pretty significant disappointment. 

21. San Jose Sharks (LW: 20). Losing Erik Karlsson is going 
to put a dent in their already slim playoff chances. 

22. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 22). The question now is will 
both of Lucas Raymond and Moritz Seider be Calder Trophy 
Finalists, or just one of them? It should be both. 

23. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 23). After starting 7-0-0 under 
new head coach Bruce Boudreau they are now just 4-4-4 in 
the 12 games after. That is a .500 points percentage. Which 
is their points percentage for the season as a whole. This is 
what they are. 

24. Ottawa Senators (LW: 24). Drake Batherson has been a 
nice bright spot this season so his injury is definitely a 
disappointment. 

25. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 26). They rebounded nicely 
after what was arguably the worst single game any team 
played this season, a 6-0 loss to the Calgary Flames where 
they allowed 62 shots on goal. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 25). Probably time to start 
worrying about Kirby Dach‘s chances of being an impact 
player. 

27. Seattle Kraken (LW: 28). Every once in a while they go 
through a stretch like this where they start to put everything 
together and win some games. The key will be finding a way 
to sustain that. So far they have not been able to do that for 
any extended stretch of time. 

28. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 29). Here is some good news: 
Peyton Krebs and Alex Tuch, the two main parts of the Jack 
Eichel trade, have looked really good lately. Jeff Skinner has 
also been really good. 

29. New Jersey Devils (LW: 27). They have just six wins 
since the start of December, with only four of them coming in 
regulation. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 30). They finally got a win, 
snapping what had been a 13-game winless streak. They 
have won just three games since the middle of December, 
with none of them coming in regulation. 

31. Arizona Coyotes (LW: 31). Never really sure what to say 
about this team here in this spot except that everything is 
going as it was expected to go this season. 

32. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 32). Not only are they the 
worst team in the NHL this season this is one of the worst 
single seasons in the history of the entire Montreal 
Canadiens franchise.
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NHL Power Rankings: Wild surge into elite tier but Avalanche maintain grip on top spot  

The Wild are one of the hottest teams in the NHL 

By Austin Nivison  

The NHL's elite Stanley Cup contenders have been pretty 
well established by now, but one team is trying to re-enter 
that conversation. The Minnesota Wild have caught fire 
again, and they are surging up the rankings. 

Minnesota started the year off by getting trounced in the 
Winter Classic, but the team has been on its game since 
then. In the nine games since the Winter Classic, the Wild 
have gone 8-0-1 and now sit just one point behind the 
Nashville Predators for second place in the Central with five 
games in hand. 

Since the calendar turned to 2022, the Wild are seventh in 
the league in five-on-five expected goals share at 54.25%. 
That puts them sandwiched in between the Florida Panthers 
and Tampa Bay Lightning over that stretch. Not bad 
company to keep. 

As the Wild make their charge toward the top, here are the 
update NHL Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Avalanche  

It took a little while for them to 
get here, but the Avs are the 
terrifying juggernaut everyone 
thought they would be before the 
season started. Colorado has 
won 10 straight games, and the 
team has not lost a game in 
regulation since Dec. 16. That 
said, they will be without Nathan 
MacKinnon for a few games as 
he gets nose surgery after a 
devastating hit from the Bruins' 
Taylor Hall.  

--  
32-
8-3  

2  Panthers  

The Panthers are simply 
inevitable. No lead is safe 
against this team. The Sharks 
had two different two-goal leads 
in the third period, and neither 
ever felt safe. Once Florida 
decides to flip the switch, there's 
not much the other team can do. 
In that win over San Jose, 
Jonathan Huberdeau notched 
three points, and he now leads 
the NHL in that category with 62. 

--  
32-
9-5  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

3  Hurricanes  

Frederik Andersen continues to 
make the Hurricanes look smart 
for ditching last season's 
goaltending duo and signing 
him. Andersen is third in goals 
saved above average this 
season with 16.47, and if he 
keeps playing like this, Carolina 
will stack up nicely against even 
the best teams in the Eastern 
Conference playoffs.  

2  
31-
9-2  

4  
Maple 
Leafs  

Michael Bunting is having a 
special rookie season for the 
Maple Leafs. He had a hat trick 
in the team's comeback win over 
the Red Wings, but Bunting has 
been a strong creator of offense 
all season. Bunting's 10.07 
expected goals at five-on-five 
rank third on the team, behind 
only Auston Matthews and John 
Tavares.  

4  
28-
10-3 

5  Wild  

Mats Zuccarello spoiled the 
jersey retirement of his good 
friend Henrik Lundqvist in a 3-2 
comeback win over the Rangers. 
He had two points in that game 
and 18 points in his last 11 
games. Zuccarello's hot streak is 
a big reason why the Wild have 
started to roll again recently.  

7  
27-
10-3 

6  Penguins  

This was not the strongest week 
for the Penguins, but every team 
experiences some hiccups in the 
regular season. What's more 
important is that Brian Boyle is 
still scoring between-the-legs 
goals at the age of 37. Of 
course, it came against the 
Coyotes, so maybe he only gets 
half credit.  

2  
27-
11-7 

7  Lightning  

Alex Killorn is quietly having the 
best statistical season of his 10-
year NHL career. The veteran 
forward has 40 points in 45 
games, and he only needs 10 

4  
29-
10-6 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

more to set a new career high. 
There are some reasons to 
believe this pace won't be 
sustainable for Killorn over 82 
games, like an unusually high 
shooting percentage, but he is 
playing a major role for this 
Lightning team right now.  

8  
Golden 
Knights  

With games against the Capitals, 
Hurricanes, Panthers and 
Lightning, the level of difficulty 
was high for Vegas last week. 
Coming out of that gauntlet with 
a 2-1-1 record is better than 
most teams would fare. The 
Golden Knights just haven't been 
able to get going at all in 2022 
as they have gone 4-4-3 since 
Jan. 1.  

3  
26-
16-3 

9  Rangers  

I have been critical of the 
Rangers' lackluster five-on-five 
numbers all season, but they 
flipped the script against the 
Blue Jackets. The Rangers 
controlled 69.60% of the 
expected goals at five-on-five in 
a pretty dominant effort against 
Columbus. Unfortunately for the 
Rangers, they lost that game. 
That's what happens when 
Alexandar Georgiev starts over 
Igor Shesterkin.  

2  
29-
13-4 

10 Bruins  

It's going to take some time for 
Tuukka Rask to get back in the 
swing of things for the Bruins. 
After missing the first half of the 
season, Rask has started in four 
games. He has surrendered five 
goals twice already, and he has 
allowed 5.78 goals above 
expected.  

4  
25-
14-3 

11 Predators  

In his first two seasons as a 
Predator, which spanned 100 
games, Matt Duchene scored a 
combined 19 goals. In 41 games 
played this year, Duchene has 
already found the back of the net 
21 times. Duchene's insanely 
high 17.5% shooting percentage 
is driving some of that success, 
but he was due for some good 
luck after some bad bounces in 
the two years prior.  

1  
27-
14-4 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

12 Blues  

The goaltending situation in St. 
Louis has gotten very interesting 
all the sudden. With Jordan 
Binnington slumping, the Blues 
have given Ville Husso some run 
in net, and it has worked out 
tremendously. Since Jan. 7, 
when he started to play more 
frequently, Husso has saved 
10.73 goals above average, 
which is far away the best mark 
in the NHL over that span.  

3  
26-
13-5 

13 Flames  

The Flames scored six goals 
against Blue Jackets goaltender 
Elvis Merzlikins, and he didn't 
look all that bad. That's because 
Calgary put a jaw-dropping 62 
shots on the Columbus 
netminder. I'm not sure whether 
that says more about the Flames 
or the Blue Jackets, but it was 
impressive either way.  

5  
21-
13-6 

14 Stars  

Joe Pavelski has never quite 
played at a point-per-game 
pace, but that is exactly what 
he's doing at age 37. He has 19 
goals and 29 assists in 42 
games, and he has excellent 
chemistry with Roope Hintz and 
Jason Robertson. Now Dallas 
must decide what to do with 
Pavelski, a pending UFA. The 
team has gotten itself back in the 
playoff race with a 5-1-0 run.  

--  
23-
17-2 

15 Capitals  

Washington may need to 
upgrade its goaltending situation 
before the trade deadline, and 
Marc-Andre Fleury is reportedly 
a target for the Capitals. I can 
think of nothing less offputting 
than seeing Fleury suit up for a 
team he terrorized for so many 
years.  

2  
24-
12-9 

16 Ducks  

The Ducks have been getting 
out-chanced on a regular basis, 
but they are still 4-0-1 in the last 
five games. That's because John 
Gibson has been doing what he 
loves to do most, which is steal 
games for Anaheim. He has 
stopped 4.70 goals above 
average at five-on-five since 
Jan. 1  

1  
23-
16-9 
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17 Oilers  

Have the Oilers found their mojo 
again? It's starting to seem that 
way. Edmonton has now won 
four games in a row, and Connor 
McDavid made Vezina Trophy 
contender Juuse Saros look 
downright foolish in a shootout 
win over the Predators.  

4  
22-
16-3 

18 Kings  

Quinton Byfield, the No. 2 overall 
pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, 
tallied his first career goals in a 
win over the New York Islanders. 
Hopes were high for Byfield 
entering the 2021-22 season, 
but he suffered an ankle fracture 
in the preseason. Now that he's 
healthy, it will be interesting to 
see how much he can contribute 
for the Kings as they make a 
playoff push.  

2  
23-
16-7 

19 Canucks  

The Canucks have cooled off 
after a hot start under Bruce 
Boudreau, but J.T. Miller has 
not. After his hat trick against the 
Jets, Miller now has eight points 
in his last five games. There 
have not been too many 
positives in Vancouver this 
season, but he has been one of 
them.  

--  
20-
19-6 

20 Islanders  

The Islanders' offense has been 
toothless for a lot of the season, 
but Ilya Sorokin has been strong 
in net. In fact, he might even be 
in the Vezina Trophy 
conversation by the time the 
season is over. Sorokin is eighth 
in the NHL in goals saved above 
average at five-on-five (8.75).  

3  
15-
16-6 

21 Jets  

Winnipeg has struggled of late, 
and that's no surprise when you 
look at Connor Hellebuyck's 
recent performance. In the 
month of January, Hellebuyck 
allowed 3.62 goals above 
expected. Considering how 
much the Jets rely on 
Hellebuyck, they can't afford for 
him to go cold, especially 
considering their current position 
in the standings.  

1  
18-
16-7 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

22 Sharks  

Erik Karlsson will miss an 
extended period of time after 
undergoing surgery to repair an 
arm injury. Karlsson was in the 
midst of a resurgent season with 
26 points in 33 games, and the 
team controlled 55.75% of the 
expected goals with him on the 
ice at five-on-five.  

1  
22-
20-3 

23 
Blue 
Jackets  

Columbus was on the receiving 
end of one of the most thorough 
beatings of the entire season. 
The Blue Jackets surrendered 
62 shots on goal and 4.73 
expected goals in a 6-0 loss to 
the Flames.  

4  
20-
22-1 

24 Kraken  

As the trade deadline 
approaches, the Kraken have 
some intriguing players on their 
roster.Defenseman Mark 
Giordano is one of them. By his 
own standards, the veteran 
defenseman is having a bit of a 
down season, but he could still 
be a big help for any Stanley 
Cup contender.  

2  
14-
26-4 

25 Blackhawks 

Even though the Blackhawks 
have been mired in misery for 
much of the season, Alex 
DeBrincat is pacing for just 
under 50 goals this season. He 
may very well top his career high 
of 41 goals from the 2018-19 
season.  

--  
16-
22-7 

26 Red Wings  

Detroit went 1-2-0 last week, and 
the team coughed up a 4-2 lead 
against the Maple Leafs. Despite 
that result, Tyler Bertuzzi 
showed a lot of promise in goal 
by making back-to-back saves in 
the empty-net situation.  

2  
20-
20-6 

27 Senators  

The Senators will now be without 
leading scorer Drake Batherson 
for an extended period of time 
after he was dumped into the 
boards by Sabres goalie Aaron 
Dell. A tough season gets even 
tougher in Ottawa.  

1  
14-
21-4 

28 Flyers  

Philadelphia finally ended its 
losing streak at 13 games with 
an overtime win over the Kings. 

4  
14-
22-8 
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The Flyers' first win in January 
will also be their only win in 
January. Maybe February will be 
kinder to Philly.  

29 Devils  

New Jersey has lost four games 
in a row and is now dead last in 
the Metro Division behind a team 
that just ended a 13-game 
winless streak. After a promising 
offseason, the wheels have 
come off for the Devils just 
halfway through the year.  

--  
15-
24-5 

30 Sabres  

Goaltender Aaron Dell got 
suspended three games for 
injuring Ottawa's Drake 
Batherson with a dirty hit, and he 
was promptly placed on waivers 
by the team. Then, the Sabres 
accidentally won a game against 
the Coyotes. It was not a banner 
week in Buffalo.  

--  
14-
23-7 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

31 Coyotes  

The Coyotes went 0-3-0 last 
week, and reports indicate that 
they are getting closer to playing 
their home games at Arizona 
State for the next few years. If 
there is any needle in the 
haystack of dysfunction, it's that 
Arizona improved its draft lottery 
odds by losing to the Sabres.  

3  
10-
29-4 

32 Canadiens  

It is tough to fall below a team 
that may well play its home 
games at a college arena in the 
near future, but that is how bad 
this week was for the 
Canadiens. Montreal allowed 26 
goals over four games as the 
goaltending duo of Sam 
Montembeault and Cayden 
Primeau got shelled.  

1  
8-
29-7 
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About Last Night: Time to Rest and Reset 

The Carolina Hurricanes defeated the San Jose Sharks, 2-1, 
to enter the All-Star break on a four-game winning streak. 

By Ryan Henkel 

In what was obviously the most exciting matchup that 
happened in the sports world Sunday, the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeated the San Jose Sharks 2-1 in regulation at 
PNC Arena thanks to some late-game heroics by Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

It wasn’t the prettiest game by any means — which has been 
the case for a few in a row now — but the effort was there 
from the Canes’ skaters, however yet another strong 
goaltending performance was the key to boosting the team to 
a fourth straight win. 

The Hurricanes haven’t had their mojo for a few games now, 
but maybe the All-Star Break will be just the thing the team 
needs to reset and refocus for the second half of the season. 

Andrei the Giant 

We have been talking about Svechnikov a lot as of late, but 
that’s a good thing. Svechnikov has been extremely 
consistent this quarter with both scoring and overall chance 
generation as he continues to round out the rest of his game. 

Scoring the game-winning goal in back-to-back games, it’s 
becoming more and more evident just how much of an 
impact Svechnikov has. 

He has a knack for the net and gets there with ease thanks 
to his size and strength. He’s also 18th in the league in total 
5v5, high-danger chances for among forwards according to 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

His goal last night, his 16th of the season, was another prime 
example of him going to the net and battling through 
opponents to get a chance off. 

“You don’t have to do anything with this guy,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour on Svechnikov. “You just have to tell him where 
to be and what time the game is and make sure he’s got that 
figured out. He wants to win and he’s competitive, 
sometimes maybe a little too much, but I think he’s starting to 
figure that out. He’s just a tremendous athlete, person, 
player, everything. We’re excited with him. Is he gonna keep 
getting better? Yeah, it’s hard to believe, but I think he still 
can get better.” 

Already on pace for new career bests in goals and points, an 
even better Andrei Svechnikov would certainly be a treat to 
watch. 

Goaltending Support 

When a team isn’t playing at its best, they have to hope that 
one or two players can try and carry the load and there is no 
better player to do that than the goaltender.  

Frederik Andersen, 27 saves, followed up Antti Raanta’s 
strong performance from the night before to guarantee his 
team yet another two points. 

It has mostly been the Andersen show this season with 
Raanta having to battle through a few different injuries, but 
when both the goalies are going, the team can rely on either 
one between the pipes. 

Andersen has a 0.929 save percentage and a 2.12 goals 
against average, ranking him third in the league overall in 
each category, and he’s tied for total wins at 24. He also has 
saved 22.4 goals above expected according to 
MoneyPuck.com, second overall by their model.  

While these are Vezina-level numbers from Andersen, 
Raanta’s having a great season soon too, having basically 
starting goaltender stats with a 0.914 save percentage and a 
2.21 goals against average. And according to 
MoneyPuck.com, he’s saved 4.0 goals above expected. 

“They’ve been phenomenal,” Brind’Amour said on his 
goaltenders. “I feel like we’ve played well all year, but there 
are obviously times... our record speaks for itself, and I think 
our record is that good because our goaltending has won us 
a bunch of games where we weren’t that great or the other 
team was better or it was even. And yet we’re pulling out 
these victories because our goaltending has been that good. 
We have a good team, but I think our goaltending has been a 
difference-maker.” 

Time to Rest 

While the break won’t be as long as once promised due to 
the rescheduling of four postponed games, the Canes will 
still be getting about a week off, which can be huge for 
resting some injuries. 

Teuvo Teravainen has missed the last two games dealing 
with a nagging injury and Brett Pesce just had an injury scare 
after saving a goal late in the game. 

Brind’Amour didn’t sound too concerned about either player 
moving forward, which is a good sign. 

Regardless, the time off should give the players time to 
properly heal up, and could be beneficial for anyone who 
may be dealing with undisclosed issues. 

The Canes overall just need the time to just decompress and 
come back with a clearer focus. While they haven’t played 
bad, they haven’t looked like a top-ranked team should 
against some of the bottom feeders in the league. 
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One such area of concern has been the Hurricanes’ power 
play which was climbing the ranks earlier in January, going 7 
for 17 in the first seven games of the month, but has since 
seen itself slip, going 1 for 12 over the last five games. 

Part of that could be tied to Teuvo Teravainen playing 
through injury as well as missing some time, but the overall 

disjointedness that the roster has battled through as of late 
seems to be the most likely reason.  

The time off will be good for the Canes, who should see a 
boost in play when they return to the ice for their first game 
back February 7 against the Toronto Maple Leafs at 
Scotiabank Arena.

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257893978.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257883883.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/monthly-performance-review-january/c-330387582 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nazem-kadri-frederik-andersen-johnny-gaudreau-named-3-stars-of-the-week/c-330386200 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/01/31/nhl-power-rankings-colorado-avalanche-stay-on-top-minnesota-wild-calgary-flames-climb/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-all-star-game-2022-skills-competition-gets-two-new-events-including-hockey-blackjack/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/1/31/22910523/about-last-night-time-to-rest-and-reset-carolina-hurricanes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1234279 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Davin ‘Dave’ Olsen, who managed PNC Arena for the Hurricanes for 20 
years, has died 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED JANUARY 31, 2022 8:35 PM 

 

Just before what is now called PNC Arena opened in 1999, narrowly 
obtaining its certificate of occupancy at the 11th hour, arena general 
manager Davin “Dave” Olsen celebrated by doing his dance version of 
the “Funky Chicken” in a darkened parking lot. 

Olsen, who went on to manage the building for another 20-plus years as 
the executive vice president and general manager of PNC Arena for Gale 
Force Sports & Entertainment, has died after a heart attack. Olsen was 
62. 

Olsen had been with the Carolina Hurricanes franchise and overseen the 
operations of the arena since it opened in October 1999 before leaving 
the organization late in the summer of 2021. 

Jeff Merritt has been executive director of the Centennial Authority, the 
arena landlord, since 2011 and worked closely with Olsen on arena 
issues. Merritt was emotional Monday in talking about someone he called 
a close friend. 

“There are very few arenas who had a guy like Dave, who was known 
throughout the community,” Merritt said. “Dave knew everybody. Just to 
watch him on an event night was like watching a star performer, or the 
coach of the hockey team or basketball team. He couldn’t do anything 
without anyone stopping him or smiling at him.” 

Merritt noted that Olsen would always take his “perch” at Canes hockey 
games by the glass behind the net on the north end of the arena. Merritt 
said Olsen said he would stand there so he could keep an eye on 
everything and so everyone would know where to find him if they needed 
him. 

“But I think I lot of that was Dave was a kid on Christmas morning every 
time,” Merritt said. “To be that close to the National Hockey League, I 
think he never got past that ‘I can’t believe they pay me to do this’ kind of 
thing.” 

Merritt said there were times at games that families were allowed would 
bring their young kids down by the ice in the third period. Olsen wore a 
2006 Stanley Cup championship ring -- he also has his named engraved 
on the Cup -- and would let the kids hold it and wear it, he said. 

“To me that sums up who Dave was,” Merritt said. “To see the delight on 
the faces of the kids and their parents was something else.” 

Former Hurricanes president and general manager Jim Rutherford said 
he was stunned Monday when he heard of Olsen’s passing. While he 
worked closely with Olsen, the two were good friends. 

“He was a big part of the arena, now only when it was being built but in 
working with the authority,” said Rutherford, now president of hockey 
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operations for the Vancouver Canucks. “He could work with anybody. He 
was always willing to help people. He was really good at his job and 
really laid the foundation for how PNC Arena operated. He did so many 
good things there. This is really tough to talk about.” 

Tom McCormick, a Centennial Authority member and former authority 
chairman, said Monday that Olsen was a “tough building manager.” 

“He was a good building manager, but in that business you have to deal 
with promoters and performers, with a lot of egos involved,” McCormick 
said. “And Dave was very firm and fair in dealing with folks.” 

Olsen was fond of showing off the arena to newcomers, McCormick said, 
giving them the tour. 

“Whenever anybody would come to visit the building for the first time, 
whether it was for a game or out-of-town arena people coming in, their 
first comment was ‘This building is so clean, we can’t believe it’s as old 
as it is,’” McCormick said. “That was Dave. He was very diligent about 
that and very focused on how the building looked. 

“We’ll miss him. The best you can say of anybody is he was very good at 
what he did.” 

Before coming to North Carolina, Olsen had administered the New 
Haven Coliseum and Hartford Civic Center in Connecticut. He then was 
director of recreational facilities at UNC Charlotte before joining the 
Hurricanes. 

One story often told about Olsen was about the opening of the arena and 
the last-moment granting of the building’s certificate of occupancy, 
allowing it to open to the public. 

“There was no opportunity for a soft opening,” Olsen said in a 2019 N&O 
interview. “We basically got thrown to the wolves in our first event.” 

Olsen spent 70 straight hours in the building in the final preparations. So 
happy to have everything completed, he said he did the “Funky Chicken,” 
which he said was taught to him by his mother 

Rutherford said he recently had dinner with Olsen and that Olsen was 
“looking forward to getting a new job.” He said Olsen told him he would 
soon be working on a project in Texas. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, in a statement Monday, said: “”We are shocked 
and saddened to learn of Dave’s passing. Dave was an enormous part of 
this organization from the construction of PNC Arena through nearly 22 
years of operating and maintaining it as one of the premier entertainment 
venues in the Southeast. He was a dedicated, popular employee who will 
be dearly missed by so many of our employees, past and present.” 

Olsen is survived by his wife, Marci, and two children, sons Davin and 
Jason. 
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Instead of report cards, here’s a poem for each Hurricanes player at 
midseason 

 

By Sara Civian Jan 31, 2022  

  

No offense to any of my brilliant colleagues, but I hate player “report 
cards.” 

Maybe it’s because I’m the Bart Simpson of The Athletic NHL and I 
vividly remember all the times I wasn’t such a pleasure to have in class. 
Or maybe it just feels a little too much like standing at the top of the 
bleachers of an empty football stadium and screaming “HEY, THIS GUY 

STINKS!” for no compelling reason. We all know who is scoring points 
and who isn’t, and that’s most of what the report cards come down to. 

Whatever, I don’t like them. 

But I do like writing poems. So indulge me in the ridiculous-yet-fun task of 
giving every Hurricane a poem at the midseason mark, and you’ll get 
some midseason musings at large later in the week. 

Roses are red 

Habs fans are mean 

Sebastian Aho is the MVP of this team 

Roses are red 

Violets are blue 

One point per game is for cowards — Andrei Svechnikov‘s scoring two 

Roses are red 

Tony DeAngelo plays defence (Canadian pronunciation) 

He’s made it half the season without any nonsense 

Roses are red 

What else can you say? 

Teuvo Teravainen 

Elevates everyone else’s play 

Roses are red 

Kids, stay in school 

Vincent Trocheck makes driving a Prius look cool 

Roses are red 

Going to a shootout after only five minutes of three-on-three is a crime 

I wouldn’t want to defend Martin Necas in overtime 

Roses are red 

Water is wet 

Jaccob Slavin won’t two-peat the Byng 

But he’s on pace for his most points yet 

Give me fuel 

Give me fire 

Give me an on-pace-for-a-career-high-in-goals Nino Niederreiter 

Roses are red 

$6.1 million dollars is a lot 

But the internet haters of Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

Are definitely bots 

Roses are red 

His rookie season has been a joy 

Put him in the Calder conversation 

Seth Jarvis is “fast as F boy” 

JARVY AND STEVIE ARE READY FOR TOMORROW   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/5PWUI0LOIN 

— CAROLINA HURRICANES (@CANES) JANUARY 15, 2022 

Roses are red 
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To the Hockey Gods he prayed 

And 2022 has seen an odd amount of goals 

From Pat Monahan-enjoyer Brady Skjei 

Roses are red 

He’s added a ton to the forechecking core 

And if the Canes are playing the Rangers 

Jesper Fast will probably score 

Roses are red 

Dom Luszczyszyn is shaking 

Derek Stepan‘s got 13 timely points in 33 games 

Depth scoring is not something the Canes are faking 

Roses are red 

Melatonin makes you dream 

Brett Pesce 

Is the heart of this team 

Roses are red 

His points total did fall 

But I’ll wait until the playoffs 

To worry about Jordan Staal 

Roses are red 

Ian Goal 

IAN COLE? MORE LIKE PIC.TWITTER.COM/2XR0YAT732 

— ANA (@18FRUCTIDOR) JANUARY 23, 2022 

Roses are red 

Just so you know 

Pronouncing Steven Lorentz like Laur-entz 

Is now the way to go 

Roses are red 

Don’t give Jordan Martinook the aux cord at your party 

But there ain’t nothing wrong 

With some first-line Marty 

MARTINOOK WITH THE SPIN-O-RAMA!   
PIC.TWITTER.COM/6CF7UIN2MU 

— SPORTSNET (@SPORTSNET) JANUARY 30, 2022 

Roses are red 

Look at that hair 

You know you’ve got a solid blue line 

When your third pairing features Ethan Bear 

Roses are red 

He isn’t that quick 

But if Brendan Smith is your seventh defenseman 

The depth is looking thicc 

Roses are red 

The Leafs are cursed 

Maybe the Freddie Andersen signing 

Wasn’t the worst 

Roses are red 

He’s gotta stay healthy 

But when he’s in the lineup, Antti Raanta has been pretty stealthy 
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How much worse can it get for the historically awful Canadiens? Plus 
Capitals, Devils and more 

 

By Sean McIndoe Jan 31, 2022  

  

There were a lot of good games this weekend, and it’s tough to pick out 
which one was the best. The Lightning and Golden Knights put on a 
show that had “final preview” vibes, although that one loses some shine 
for ending in a shootout. Panthers and Sharks was all sorts of fun. The 
Flames and Canucks served up something for you weirdos who like 1-0 
games. We had number retirements in Dallas and New York. The Kings 
and Penguins had their moments. You want the weekend’s best game, 
you could make a case for any of those. 

But the most fascinating games? That one’s easy. 

It has to have been Saturday’s showdown between the Oilers and 
Canadiens. Two teams whose seasons have gone off the rails, one of 
which seemed to be turning things around and still had something to play 
for. It was Evander Kane’s debut for the Oilers, signaling some new hope 
to go with all the trepidation that comes along with rolling the dice on a 
guy like that. Edmonton came in having won three in a row to creep back 
into playoff contention, but knowing that a loss to the lowly Habs would 
snuff out any momentum. The Canadiens were looking for something, 
anything to grasp onto, just a little bit of optimism for a team that’s well 
beyond crisis mode. 

Well, they held Connor McDavid off the scoreboard. There’s that. They 
still absolutely got their doors blown off, losing 7-2. It got just a little better 
the next night, when they kept it relatively close and lost 6-3. That was 
against Columbus, who are supposed to be bad, but nobody is bad 
against this Montreal team. Not the Blue Jackets, not the Coyotes, not 
you and your out-of-shape friends, as long as that one guy with the 
goalie equipment shows up. If not, maybe it stays close. 

THE CANADIENS ARE AN ABSOLUTE HORROR SHOW. THEY 
LEGITIMATELY MIGHT NOT WIN ANOTHER GAME THIS YEAR 

— DOM AT THE ATHLETIC (@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) JANUARY 31, 
2022 

So where do we go from here? We’ll start with what’s quickly becoming 
my new favorite tradition down in the bottom five section: the weekly 
Brutal But Accurate Arpon Habs Headline. This week’s entry is The 
‘unwatchable’ Canadiens continue to re-define what rock bottom means 
to them. 

That might be underselling it. Montreal has given up 26 goals in their last 
four games, lost six straight, and also 12 of 13, and also 19 of 21 … good 
lord they’re terrible. I think I’d actually feel bad for them if I didn’t still have 
fresh scars. 

What’s gone wrong? Pretty much everything. Really, the 2021-22 Habs 
are becoming the test case for what happens to a team when absolutely 
everything that could go wrong does, all at once. Most teams eventually 
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have to deal with a string of injuries, or COVID-19, or their star goalie 
missing extended time, or their best defenseman being unavailable, or 
their young stars stalling out, or a key offensive blueliner falling off a cliff, 
or front office upheaval, or a lame-duck coach, or one of the most brutal 
road trips ever. But all of that happening at the same time?  You get this. 
And this is terrible. 

We’re at the point now where you wonder just how bad it can get. The 
worst season in 104 years of the franchise is certainly in play, and I’m 
sure the members of the 1939-40 team are ready to pop champagne 
corks for that. Worst team of the cap era? They’re already on pace for 
that. Worst team in modern NHL history that wasn’t a recent expansion 
team? That one should be safe thanks to the 1989-90 Nordiques, but 
they still might have a shot at grabbing second place from a 1983-84 
Penguins team that was openly tanking for Mario Lemieux. Oh, and the 
Habs are somehow doing this in an era where you get points for losing. It 
shouldn’t even be possible, but here we are. 

REALLY STARTING TO FEEL LIKE THE CANADIENS COULD END UP 
BEING THE WORST TEAM IN THE HISTORY OF THE NHL 

— SEAN GENTILLE (@SEANGENTILLE) JANUARY 31, 2022 

And sure, maybe at this point you just root for rock bottom. Maximize the 
lottery odds, clean out as much deadwood as possible, find a new coach 
in the offseason, get Carey Price back whenever he’s ready, and hope all 
this losing builds character for the young kids instead of ruining them. If 
you break a few records in the process, hey, who’s counting. 

Everything on the table. Except for the ping pong balls giving you Shane 
Wright, of course, because why would anything good happen in a season 
like this? 

On to the rankings. I bet you’ll never guess who’s holding down the 
number one spot in the bottom five? 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

A reminder that the All-Star break is almost upon us, meaning most 
teams only have a game or two this week. As for All-Star weekend, the 
skills competition returns on Friday, with the mini-tournament following on 
Saturday afternoon. Which division will take the crown, joining the list of 
past winners you have zero recollection of? Which players will still figure 
out a way to skip out on the whole thing over the next few days? Which 
player from the host city will be named MVP whether they deserve it or 
not? Will anyone actually try? Tune in and find out. Or don’t. 

5. Minnesota Wild (27-10-3, +35 true goals differential*) — The Penguins 
responded to their top-five debut last week by losing to the Red Wings, 
Kraken and Kings. OK, fine, hint taken, I didn’t want you at my party 
anyway. 

Instead, we’ll go back to the Wild for the first time since a couple of 
appearances in December. They’ve won five straight and Cam Talbot is 
back, and their games in hand mean the race for home ice in the Central 
isn’t anywhere near as close as it looks. Also, this guy seems good. 

LAST 20 GAMES FOR KIRILL KAPRIZOV: 

•13 GOALS 

•21 ASSISTS 

•23 5V5 POINTS 

•0 POINTS JUST TWICE, 3+ POINTS FOUR TIMES 

•WILD UP 28-13 WITH HIM ON ICE AT 5V5 

— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) JANUARY 31, 2022 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (29-10-6, +28) — Their last game before the 
break is tomorrow against the Sharks, a team they recently beat 7-1, so 

that could be interesting. In more concerning news, this week we found 
out that Pat Maroon is the team DJ and makes them listen to country 
music, which Victor Hedman hates. If they don’t win the Cup this year, 
dibs on using that factoid to write an overwrought story about divisions in 
the locker room. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-2, +48) — They’ve won four in a row, all by 
one goal, which I think means they’re playing playoff hockey. Or at least 
they were — they’re one of the few teams that are already done and 
headed out for their break. 

2. Florida Panthers (31-9-5, +55) — OK, I want everyone to be honest. 
Do we buy Jonathan Huberdeau’s half-hearted attempt to pass this off as 
an intentional fake, or do we think he was going for the flip pass or the 
Michigan, lost the handle, and then improvised? 

I’m leaning toward door two. But there’s a shortlist of guys who might 
actually be creative and skilled enough to go for the fake and Huberdeau 
is on it. Let me know what you think. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (32-8-3, +52) — Ho-hum, ten in a row, even 
without their best player. Hey, remember when they lost a few games 
early and I kept them in the top five all the same because I was taking 
the long view and some of you told me to watch the games because your 
favorite team was clearly better? Those were good times, I enjoyed that a 
lot. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals — We haven’t checked in on the 
Capitals in a while. In fact, they’ve only really shown up in this feature 
once, back at the end of November, when they made a single 
appearance in the number five spot. They were technically holding down 
first place that week, but I was a little more skeptical than the standings 
said I should be. 

Apparently, I was right — their next game was a crushing late collapse 
against the Panthers. They’ve gone 10-9-4 since that ranking, and 
haven’t beaten a legitimate contender unless you count the Predators 
while losing in regulation to teams like the Panthers, Penguins, Blues, 
Bruins (twice) and Knights. 

They’re just not very good these days, at least by the cutthroat standards 
of the Metro. They started so well and the East is so top-heavy that 
they’re in no danger of missing the playoffs, but they don’t look like the 
Cup threat they once did. That’s despite Alexander Ovechkin still rolling 
toward an impossible career year at 36, Nicklas Backstrom being back, 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov scoring higher than a point a game for the first 
time in four years. John Carlson’s been good. Tom Wilson’s been fine, 
and is staying out of trouble. They’re reasonably healthy. The underlying 
numbers are solid. What’s going on here? 

It’s a mystery. Except maybe it isn’t. Their goaltending has been bad. 

That’s not the whole story, but it’s a lot of it. Hockey will do that to you 
sometimes. Your goalie goes cold, you mix in some bad puck luck, and a 
good team turns ordinary. Ilya Samsonov has been shaky all year, which 
is bad news both for this season and beyond. Vitek Vanecek is a bit 
harder to read, with two shutouts in the last few weeks including Friday in 
Dallas. But is he the guy you trust to take you into what could be your last 
best playoff run of the Ovechkin era? And if not him, who? There are 
options available on the trade market, but let’s be real — we’re all 
thinking Marc-Andre Fleury here. That might not be the right move, but it 
would be a hell of a story, as the old rival from so many past playoff 
battles returns to lead the way. If we can’t get Fleury vs. the Knights the 
way I’ve been hoping for, Fleury vs. the Penguins wouldn’t be a bad 
consolation prize. 

With no real playoff pressure to speak of, that may be a move that can 
wait until the deadline. Until then, the Caps get the Penguins and Oilers 
this week before the All-Star break, which should be fun. 

The bottom five 
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The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and a shot at 
Shane Wright. 

Just in case you haven’t had your life ruined yet: 

A PUCK SOUP LISTENER HAS BUILT A PLAYABLE ONLINE 
VERSION OF GORDLE: HTTPS://T.CO/WNVT7QQAIQ 

— DOWN GOES BROWN (@DOWNGOESBROWN) JANUARY 20, 
2022 

Fair warning, Gordle is way harder than Wordle, because hockey player 
names make no sense. But it’s still fun, and all my closest friends are 
doing it. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (14-22-8, -37) — The losing streak is finally over, 
with the Flyers getting an OT win over the Kings to end a 13-game 
drought. It still featured a blown lead in the final minute of regulation to 
give the Kings a point, which could help determine home-ice advantage if 
these two teams meet in the Stanley Cup Final. 

In other news, Chuck Fletcher has been given a “blank check” to fix the 
team, which will no doubt be very helpful in a hard cap league. What he 
doesn’t seem to have been given is time, at least according to Comcast 
Spectator CEO Dave Scott’s belief that the team can be “in it” next year. 
Charlie does a good job of breaking down the flaws in the plan, if it even 
is a plan. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (14-23-7, -38) — This was a very weird week for the 
Sabres — one that featured a goalie suspension, a ridiculous shortage at 
the position, that suspended goalie getting waived despite the shortage, 
and a gameday COVID-19 outbreak 

Add it all up, and it’s pretty impressive they walked away from the 
weekend with a win, even one that came against the Coyotes. They even 
made the Avalanche sweat a little bit. Not great, but under the 
circumstances, not bad at all. 

3. Seattle Kraken (14-26-4, -40) — The schedule remains tough, and this 
week that meant one OT win out of three games. They stay on the road 
for the Bruins and Islanders before they can regroup over the break. 
Their first game back is against the Coyotes, so if Shane Wright doesn’t 
text you back that night you know what he’s watching. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (10-29-4, -65) — You have to give them credit, 
they’re keeping pace with the Canadiens. The Coyotes have now lost five 
straight, all in regulation and by a combined score of 22 to 8. Or, as the 
Habs would call it, “defensive battles”. 

1. Montreal Canadiens (8-29-7, -74) — Other than all that, week went 
great. 

Not ranked: New Jersey Devils — The last time we checked in on the 
Devils was at the end of December, when they briefly dipped into the 
bottom five after a six-game losing streak. One month later, things are 
better, if only slightly. The Devils reeled off three straight wins after 
snapping that December skid, but have won only two of ten since, with all 
eight losses in regulation. 

That stretch includes back-to-back games where they lost to the Coyotes 
and then beat the Hurricanes, which is a nice reminder that nobody 
knows anything and all of this is meaningless. It also drove home how 
hard this team is to read at times. On some days they seem like a 
rebuilding team that’s doing a fairly typical two steps forward one step 
back sort of dance, but have a bright future thanks to Jack Hughes, Nico 
Hischier, Dougie Hamilton and a few other pieces. On other days, you 
wonder if a few other pieces is really enough this far into a rebuild, 
whether Mackenzie Blackwood isn’t what we thought in goal, and 
whether Lindy Ruff is really the guy to get the most out of this group. 

As often happens when a team is caught in the middle, even the good 
news comes with caveats. Jesper Bratt has been great this year, having 
the sort of breakout that every bad team needs from a young player or 
two … but it’s going to cost them. That’s not the end of the world, 
because the current cap is fine and P.K. Subban’s deal is almost off the 

books, but it’s one more thing for Tom Fitzgerald to figure out. And that’s 
a long list, especially with the deadline looming and essentially zero hope 
of any meaningful games ahead. Right now, Andreas Johnsson is the 
only Devils name on our big board, and he’s not all that high. Other than 
Subban, there are no pending UFAs of any significance. Do you consider 
moving Damon Severson? Would anyone want Tomas Tatar? Do you 
just stay the course until the summer? Maybe that’s the best path, 
although you have to wonder if that’s enough for a team that keeps 
contending for Best Offseason championships and not much else. 

They’ll head into the break after getting the Leafs back-to-back starting 
tonight. Then it’s on to yet another second half that will be more about 
lottery odds than a playoff push, even if this is the year that it wasn’t 
supposed to be that way. 
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Leafs come alive late to force 6-4 win over Devils 

 

Marty Klinkenberg 

 

The Maple Leafs flirted with disaster again but escaped to beat the New 
Jersey Devils 6-4 on Monday night at Scotiabank Arena. 

Ilya Mikheyev scored the winner for Toronto with 3:04 left, Auston 
Matthews had three goals and Mitch Marner one and two assists in a 
second consecutive come-from-behind victory over a  second-tier 
opponent that should not have been so hard. 

The Devils came into the game with just five wins in 20 times as a visitor 
this season, and not at all since Jan. 2. 

Yet they jumped out to 3-1 and 4-2 leads just as Detroit had on Saturday 
before succumbing in the third period. 

Toronto scored five times in the third period without an answer on 
Saturday and on four occasions on Monday to improve to 28-10-3 during 
the 2021-2022 campaign. 

The same two teams play again in New Jersey on Tuesday. Their next 
game after that is Feb. 7 on home ice against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Jack Campbell started in the net for Toronto but was pulled after allowing 
three goals on nine shots. Petr Mrazek replaced him and stopped 19 of 
20 to earn the victory. 

“I am glad we scored four goals and turned the game around,” Mrazek 
said. He had not expected to play but ended up with a win. “You have to 
be prepared and come to the rink ready to go in. You never know what is 
going to happen.” 

Leafs outlast Ducks as Matthews scores shootout winner 

Sheldon Keefe says Leafs are among the best in NHL 

It took the Devils only 47 seconds to get on the scoreboard when left 
wing Pavel Zacha squeezed a wrist shot past Campbell and into the net. 
New Jersey then went up 2-0 on a tip-in by Jesper Boqvist off a hard shot 
by Colin White with 13:40 left in the first period. 

Auston Matthews scored his first of three goals just 13 seconds later on a 
30-foot wrist shot after being fed a pass by Mitch Marner. It was the first 
of two assists the latter had to along with a goal. 

After that, former Maple Leaf Andreas Johnsson scored from on a 2 on 1 
less than three minutes later to restore New Jersey’s two-goal 
advantage. The goal was Johnsson’s 11th overall but first in 22 games 
and it was the ninth and last shot that Campbell faced. He was yanked 
after that in favour of Mrazek. 
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Matthews then tipped in a cross-seam pass from Morgan Rielly to reduce 
the margin to 3-2 with 5:04 remaining before the first intermission. It was 
Matthews’s 27th goal and the 32nd assist for Rielly in 40 games. The 
hard-working defenceman has two goals and 21 assists over the last 18 
contests. 

New Jersey restored its two-goal lead when rookie right wing Nathan 
Bastian snapped a puck past Mrazek with 12:27 left in the second period. 

Jason Spezza then brought the Maple Leafs to within 4-3 early in the 
third when he scored from in front of goalie Akira Schmid following a 
lovely pass from Alexander Kerfoot from behind the net. 

The 21-year-old Swiss goalie has gone 9-0-2 with Utica in the AHL this 
season but has struggled in his first taste of the NHL. He entered the 
game 0-4 with an .822 save percentage but turned in the best 
performance of his young career against Toronto. He had 27 saves in the 
loss. 

Marner tied it at 4-4 with 6:36 left, his career-high sixth straight game with 
a goal. Matthews added an empty netter with 22 seconds for his fifth 
career hat trick. 

“I think Mitch is just playing free and on instinct out there right now,” 
Matthews said. “It’s fun to watch.” 

The Maple Leafs probably emerged from the game with a better outcome 
than was deserved. The same is true for the poor Devils, who have lost 
five in a row and nine of the last 11. 

They are last among eight teams in the NHL’s Metropolitan Division. Four 
of their last five losses have been by one goal and Monday night they 
were beaten by two but the second was an empty netter. 

“We are doing what we do best in the the third period,” Marner said. “We 
pursued the puck the whole time. We know we have to be better in the 
first 40 minutes on Tuesday night.” 

The Maple Leafs schlepped through this one and got away with it, just as 
they had with Detroit. It is a long season --- we are only at the midway 
point – and there will be plenty of ups and downs. 

They won the last two despite being lazy and sloppy. That is a plus, of 
course, but not a recipe for long-term success. 

“We like that our team has fight in it and has the ability to come back,” 
Toronto head coach Sheldon Keefe said. “Fortunately tonight there was 
enough time for us to chip away at the lead and get a chance to win.” 

Keefe said he would wait until the morning to decide if Campbell or 
Mrazek would get the start on Tuesday in Newark, N.J. 

Bet on Mrazek. 

“I thought he stood tall and made a couple of good saves right after he 
went in,” Keefe said. “He gave us a chance to win. 

“He did not allow the deficit to get beyond one and kept us in striking 
distance.” 

At present, the Maple Leafs are not playing great.  For the last two 
games they have barely played good enough to win. That is something, 
but what? 
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Former Maple Leafs coach, Hershey Bears star Mike Nykoluk dies at 87 

 

Staff 

 

TORONTO-Mike Nykoluk, who captained the Toronto Marlboros to a 
Memorial Cup title and went on to coach the NHL’s Maple Leafs for three 
and a half seasons, has died. He was 87. 

The Maple Leafs confirmed Nykoluk’s death on Twitter. A cause of death 
was not given. 

Nykoluk led a Marlboros roster that included Bobby Baun, Al MacNeil 
and Bob Pulford to a 4-1 win over the Regina Pats in the best-of-seven 
1955 Memorial Cup final. 

He played 32 games for the Maple Leafs in 1956-57, scoring three goals 
and adding an assist. 

He was assigned to the Rochester Americans during that season. While 
he wouldn’t play another NHL game, he had an outstanding AHL career, 
primarily with the Hershey Bears. 

Nykoluk remains Hershey’s all-time leader in games played (972), assists 
(636), and points (808) and helped the team to Calder Cup titles in 1959 
and 1969. He won the Les Cunningham Award as AHL MVP in ,1967 
and his number 8 is retired by the club. 

Hershey said in a statement that Nykoluk, affectionately known as “The 
Big Bear,” would be honoured before the Bears’ game Wednesday 
against Hartford. 

Nykoluk joined the Philadelphia Flyers as an assistant coach to Fred 
Shero and helped them to Stanley Cup titles in 1974 and 1975. 

He took over from the fired Joe Crozier behind the Maple Leafs’ bench 
halfway through the 1980-81 season. The Leafs went 15-15-10 under 
Nykoluk the remainder of the season before being swept by the eventual 
Stanley Cup champion New York Islanders in the opening round of the 
playoffs. 

Toronto missed the playoffs the following season, then returned in 1982-
83 before losing 3-1 to the Minnesota North Stars in the Norris Division 
semi-finals. 

Nykoluk was fired after the 1983-84 season after Toronto went 26-45-9 
and missed the playoffs. The Maple Leafs went 89-144-47 in his three-
and-a-half seasons behind the bench. 
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Auston Matthews nets hat trick as Leafs explode in third period again to 
salvage win over Devils 

 

Mark Zwolinski 

 

The Maple Leafs hit the 41-game mark — the halfway point of the 
season — revisiting a season-long issue in their own zone. 

But they also revisited a more positive aspect of their play of late: the 
ability to overcome their inconsistencies in defence. 

That was the case for a second game in a row as Toronto overcame a 
shoddy start and a 4-2 deficit to beat the New Jersey Devils in a game 
that featured an Auston Matthews hat trick and another third-period 
comeback. 

The Devils opened the scoring just 47 seconds into the game, when no 
one on the Leafs picked up centre Pavel Zacha, who had an open lane to 
the net and slipped a shot to the top shelf of the net past Toronto starter 
Jack Campbell. 

The Leafs allowed goals in the first 76 seconds of each of the first two 
periods against Detroit on Saturday, but they were able to outscore their 
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mistakes, getting five unanswered goals in the third period. They made 
mistakes early again Monday, then repeated the comeback. 

Jesper Boqvist scored at the 6:20 mark of the first to give the Devils 2-0 
lead, banging in a loose puck after Leafs defenceman Justin Holl was far 
too soft on him in that position. Campbell did not control the rebound 
enough, sending the puck out into the slot area where Boqvist was 
quicker to react than Holl. 

Matthews scored his first of his three goals just 13 seconds later, but the 
Devils rebuilt their two-goal lead twice, including a second-period goal by 
Nathan Bastian that came off another lax play in the Leafs zone. 

The comeback was sparked by third period goals from Jason Spezza — 
his first in 12 games — and Mitch Marner, who extended his career-high 
goal-scoring streak to six games. 

Ilya Mikheyev, on a brilliant setup from Alex Kerfoot while the Leafs were 
short-handed, scored the winner with his seventh goal of the season at 
16:56 of the third. 

Matthews completed his hat trick with an empty-netter with 25 seconds 
left in the game. 

Toronto has now outscored opponents 9-0 in the third period in the last 
two games. 

But while the Leafs are showing a flare for the dramatic, they are also 
placing too much pressure on their goaltending. 

Early hook: Campbell was pulled in favour of Petr Mrazek 9:10 into the 
game after allowing three goals on nine shots. Campbell entered the 
night with an .864 save percentage over his previous five games. 

Toronto, which ranks in the top eight teams in the NHL, has allowed 3.63 
goals per game in their last nine games, 30th in the league over that 
span. 

It will be interesting to see if Keefe goes right back to Campbell in New 
Jersey Tuesday night. Campbell slammed his glove and his helmet when 
he left the ice after being pulled. The all-star needs a solid start to get 
back on track, and is getting beaten often by high shots to the glove side. 

An early break: Defenceman Jake Muzzin will miss both games against 
New Jersey while he continues his recovery from a concussion. Keefe 
said Muzzin will “take a step back” and recover through the all-star break. 

Muzzin will miss six games minimum but hopes to return to on-ice 
workouts before the Leafs return next Sunday. 

On the dot: Toronto entered the game with a league leading 55.7 per 
cent success rate on faceoffs. Assistant coach Manny Malhotra, who had 
a 58.5 per cent success rate as a player, has helped the Leafs to league-
leading levels. 

“There’s been a lot more focus from (Malhotra) on how we’re playing as a 
team going into the faceoff and after the puck has dropped,” Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said at Monday’s morning skate. “We’re seeing a huge 
jump there in little details and habits that have allowed our wingers to 
help out a lot more and come up with more 50-50 pucks.” 

Wins add up: The Leafs were fourth in the NHL with a .713 winning 
percentage entering Monday’s game. “I like what we’ve done and where 
we’re at,” Keefe said. “And we have lots of work we can do, too.” 
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Toronto Maple Leafs stage latest comeback win to beat New Jersey 
Devils 6-4 

 

By Tim Wharnsby 

 

TORONTO - The Maple Leafs hit the midseason mark of the season with 
another dramatic come-from-behind win, a six-game goal-scoring streak 
from Mitch Marner and a hat trick from Auston Matthews. 

But as good as the 6-4 victory felt for the home side against the New 
Jersey Devils to extend their win streak to four games, there were a 
couple of distressing signs for Maple Leafs (28-10-3), who have an 
identical record they enjoyed at the 41-game point a year ago. 

Maple Leafs starting goalie Jack Campbell was not sharp against the 
Devils at Scotiabank Arena. He was lifted after allowing three goals on 
nine shots at 9:10 in the first period. But also, the team in front of him has 
not looked sharp early in games only to turn on the offensive tap in the 
third period. 

Forty-eight hours after overcoming a two-goal, third-period deficit in 
Detroit against the Red Wings to win 7-4, the Maple Leafs bounced back 
from a 4-2 disadvantage to defeat the Devils. 

“Jack hasn’t played to the same level he established for himself,” Toronto 
head coach Sheldon Keefe said. “But neither has the team in front of 
him. 

“That’s on us. That’s not nearly enough. We’ve got a guy who battled for 
us and has been the backbone of this team.” 

Campbell’s play earned him a trip to the NHL all-star game in Las Vegas 
this weekend. But he has yielded 16 goals in his last nine-plus periods. 

“Our start wasn’t very good,” said Matthews, who now has 28 goals in 38 
games. “We weren’t ready from the start. 

“Soup (Campbell) didn’t play bad. We just gave them some Grade-A 
chances.” 

After two periods, the visitors held a 4-2 lead and hoped to give rookie 
netminder Akira Schmid his first career NHL win in his fourth start and 
fifth appearance. The 21-year-old Swiss goalie entered the game with a 
0-3-0 record, and an abysmal .824 save percentage. 

The Leafs outshot New Jersey 33-29. The Devils (15-24-5) have lost five 
in a row. 

Toronto’s comeback began early in the third period when Jason Spezza 
converted a pass from Ilya Mikheyev from in close. 

Marner tied the game with 6:31 remaining off a draw in the Devils end. 
Matthews lost the draw, but linemate Michael Bunting chased down the 
loose puck and fed it back to Matthews. He then found Marner in front for 
his sixth goal in a personal best six straight games. 

“We just did what we do best in the third period,” Marner said. 

The Devils had a power play late in regulation time, but Toronto’s Alex 
Kerfoot found Mikheyev on a brilliant two-on-one with 3:04 remaining. 
Matthews scored an empty netter. 

“For us, we have to come ready to play physically,” Marner said. 

“As a team, we know it’s a big deal.” 

New Jersey was without its veteran head coach Lindy Ruff, who left the 
team to be with his family back in Warburg, Alta., after the passing of his 
88-year-old father, Leeson. 

The Devils took advantage of a slow start from the Maple Leafs to build a 
2-0 lead by the 6:20 mark of the opening period. 

Keefe called a timeout after New Jersey’s third goal to scold his players 
and lift Campbell in favour of backup Petr Mrazek. 

This was the front end of a home-and-home set between the two teams 
that will see them play in New Jersey on Tuesday. 

This report by The Canadian Press was first  
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Former Maple Leafs coach, Hershey Bears star Mike Nykoluk dead at 87 

 

By The Canadian Press 

 

TORONTO - Mike Nykoluk, who captained the Toronto Marlboros to a 
Memorial Cup title and went on to coach the NHL’s Maple Leafs for three 
and a half seasons, has died. He was 87. 

The Maple Leafs confirmed Nykoluk’s death on Twitter. A cause of death 
was not given. 

Nykoluk led a Marlboros roster that included Bobby Baun, Al MacNeil 
and Bob Pulford to a 4-1 win over the Regina Pats in the best-of-seven 
1955 Memorial Cup final. 

He played 32 games for the Maple Leafs in 1956-57, scoring three goals 
and adding an assist. 

He was assigned to the Rochester Americans during that season. While 
he wouldn’t play another NHL game, he had an outstanding AHL career, 
primarily with the Hershey Bears. 

Nykoluk remains Hershey’s all-time leader in games played (972), assists 
(636), and points (808) and helped the team to Calder Cup titles in 1959 
and 1969. He won the Les Cunningham Award as AHL MVP in ,1967 
and his number 8 is retired by the club. 

Hershey said in a statement that Nykoluk, affectionately known as “The 
Big Bear,” would be honoured before the Bears’ game Wednesday 
against Hartford. 

Nykoluk joined the Philadelphia Flyers as an assistant coach to Fred 
Shero and helped them to Stanley Cup titles in 1974 and 1975. 

He took over from the fired Joe Crozier behind the Maple Leafs’ bench 
halfway through the 1980-81 season. The Leafs went 15-15-10 under 
Nykoluk the remainder of the season before being swept by the eventual 
Stanley Cup champion New York Islanders in the opening round of the 
playoffs. 

Toronto missed the playoffs the following season, then returned in 1982-
83 before losing 3-1 to the Minnesota North Stars in the Norris Division 
semifinals. 

Nykoluk was fired after the 1983-84 season after Toronto went 26-45-9 
and missed the playoffs. The Maple Leafs went 89-144-47 in his three-
and-a-half seasons behind the bench. 

This report by The Canadian Press was first  

Published Jan. 31, 2022. 
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Leafs take long road to halfway point 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

It was a first half that felt like a full season – and a final game that 
seemed half baked at times. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Leafs crossed the 41-game mark Monday night, wearied by many 
COVID-19 cases that dragged out December and January, but full of 
optimism they can keep building on the final three months for playoff 
redemption. At least before the bottom team in the Metropolitan Division, 
New Jersey,  gave them a scare in a 6-4 rally. 

“We’re playing .700 hockey with lots of room to grow,” head coach 
Sheldon Keefe assessed prior to the game. “I’m really excited with where 
we’re at and what we’ve done here (a 13-point safety margin for post-
season position).” 

On the weekend, Keefe’s Leafs had tied their own franchise record for 
most wins after 40 games (27) and were leading the NHL in vital areas 
such as power play and faceoff percentage. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Yet those strong numbers have only been good for third place in a cut-
throat Atlantic Division. Boston is pressuring from behind to knock the 
Leafs down to wildcard status, while Florida and Tampa Bay have used 
their extra games to get well in front of Toronto. Some wonky starts of 
late and inconsistency from All-Star game-bound Jack Campbell are also 
a concern.     

In the past few   weeks, the Canadian teams’ COVID protocols, 
combined with what already was a light schedule for Toronto, kept the 
Leafs on dry land more than the ice, disrupted daily routines and made 
home games anti-climactic in their empty 19,000-seat Scotiabank Arena. 

“This last month has been different for sure,” forward Alex Kerfoot said. 
“We’re excited to get our fans back in the building (half capacity in 
February, 100% by March). It will be exciting down the stretch. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“In terms of where we’re at now, we’re definitely not satisfied. We know 
we have a lot to improve on, especially on the defensive side of things. 
But looking at the standings we’re in a good spot. There are some really 
good teams in the East and we’re just clawing our way up there.” 

OLD LINE TIME 

When the Leafs came out for Monday’s morning skate, Keefe had put the 
‘old’ lines back together following his high profile experiments the week 
before. 

Mitch Marner was returned on leading scorer Auston Matthews’ right 
side, William Nylander with centre John Tavares. Keefe had tried 
Matthews, Marner and Nylander on three different units, but turned the 
clock back Saturday at the same time the Leafs rallied to beat Detroit, 7-
4. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“There’s no secret that this is our optimal look for me,” said Keefe, who 
had previewed two-way winger Ondrej Kase in Marner’s spot. “We tried 
something different and will continue with that through the remainder of 
the season at different times. 

“The spirit behind those changes was very good (getting all forwards 
used to each other in case of emergency and forcing opposing coaches 
to split their forecheckers). We had great response to it. I just felt we had 
a good comeback the other night (when familiar partners hooked up).” 

TAXI STAND EMPTY 

After Tuesday’s return visit to New Jersey, the last game before the NHL 
All-Star break, the Leafs’ taxi squad will be no more. A silver lining to the 
NHL’s COVID crisis, it allowed teams to carry extra bodies in case 
multiple infections broke out in the dressing room. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 
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Next week, it’s back to 23-man rosters and with them the salary cap 
concerns of clubs such as Toronto. Winger Nick Ritchie cleared waivers 
in early January, but was kept on the Leafs instead of being demoted. 
Kyle Clifford and defenceman Carl Dahlstrom are the other healthy 
scratches at present. 

By next week, Jake Muzzin should be back from a concussion to move 
one more defenceman to the press box, while Keefe must consider a few 
hot Marlies if he promotes anyone and keep an eye on winger Nick 
Robertson on the farm as he nears a comeback from a broken leg. 

“Kyle Dubas and management will sort through all that,” Keefe said. “Our 
roster and lineup is pretty set by the cap, so there haven’t been a lot of 
decisions for me to make the last while, really since Ilya Mikheyev 
returned (from thumb surgery) and Marner (from a shoulder issue). 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“We’ll make adjustments and give other guys opportunity, be it Ritchie or 
Clifford or the group down with the Marlies doing a good job when 
they’ve   come up, too.”. 

GAME ON 

The ridiculously easy path the Leafs gave Jersey for its first three goals 
led Keefe to pull Campbell after nine shots. They lost track of Pavel 
Zacha down the left side on the first, Jesper Boqvist (one goal in 17 
games coming in) eluded Justin Holl on a rebound and then Timothy 
Liljegren, despite interfering with Andreas Johnsson, still let him go for 
one Campbell definitely should have had … Johnsson was back in 
Toronto after being traded in October 2020 for forward Joey Anderson. 
He and defenceman Travis Dermott have been good pals since their 
Marlies’ days. “We have been talking a lot. I haven’t seen him at all. A lot 
of great memories here. It’s just fun to be back here” … Forward Jimmy 
Vesey is in the Devils’ lineup. The Leafs getting more out of him was a 
sub-plot of the All Or Nothing TV special last year … Ex-Leaf forward 
Mason Marchment had a six-point game for Florida at Columbus on 
Monday. February is the two-year anniversary of the trade for Denis 
Malgin, now in China with the Swiss Olympic team . 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Jersey coach Lindy Ruff departed the team just before the home-and-
home with the Leafs after his father Leeson, 88, passed away on the 
weekend. Ruff flew to Edmonton, leaving assistant Alain Nasreddine in 
charge the next couple of games. Nasreddine replaced Ruff for three 
games in December when the latter tested positive for COVID … Keefe 
said Muzzin is taking “a step back” in his concussion recovery. Rattled 
after a hit in a Jan. 15 game in St. Louis, it was thought Muzzin was 
improving, but not totally assured of his ability to play, the Leafs will rest 
him through the all-star break … If you heard a few live fans Monday 
night, a smattering of vaccinated family, friends and corporate sponsors 
were allowed in. The 50% capacity returns later in February and a full 
house in March 
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Matthews' hat trick caps Maple Leafs comeback in victory over Devils 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Don’t count the Maple Leafs out, eh? 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

As much as the Leafs played some great hockey in the first half of the 
2021-22 regular season, they demonstrated again on Monday night that 
they can overcome bad starts and win. 

Two nights after lighting up the Detroit Red Wings in the third period, the 
Leafs concluded the first half of their season with another comeback 
victory. 

This time, it was against the New Jersey Devils in the first game of a 
back-to-back set between the clubs. 

The Leafs scored four goals in the third period to win 6-4 at Scotiabank 
Arena, finishing their first 41 games with a sparkling record of 28-10-3. 

Auston Matthews completed a hat trick with a goal into an empty net, that 
coming after Ilya Mikheyev scored the winner at 16:56 while the Leafs 
were shorthanded. Matthews had a four-point night and his third goal 
was his 400th NHL career point. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Mikheyev smacked the puck past Devils goalie Akira Schmid after Alex 
Kerfoot fed him on a 2-on-1. 

“Our start wasn’t very good and it just seemed like we weren’t ready to 
play from the puck drop,” Matthews said. “Credit to our guys for staying 
with it and staying patient, continuing to fight all night long.” 

The Leafs have won four in a row and will look to start the second half on 
the right skate when they meet the Devils again on Tuesday in Newark 
prior to the all-star break. 

Mitch Marner’s red-hot stick didn’t cool off. Marner slipped the puck past 
Schmid at 13:28 to tie the game 4-4, marking a sixth consecutive game 
with a goal by Marner. That extended his personal-best career high. 

“We know as a team (the slow starts) are a big deal,” Marner said. “We 
have to make sure we come ready.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Jason Spezza scored for the first time in 12 games on a feed from 
Mikheyev to get the Leafs to within one at 4:16. 

The win overshadowed another sub-par performance by goalie Jack 
Campbell, who was pulled for just the second time this season and first 
since Oct. 23, when he got the hook in Pittsburgh. 

Campbell is headed to the all-star game this weekend in Las Vegas with 
Matthews, but the goalie’s recent numbers have put a stain on his overall 
record. 

In his past six starts, Campbell has given up five goals in three of them 
and three goals in the other three. 

His save percentage in those games is .853, which is not a proper 
representation of the guy who has been stellar for the Leafs since being 
acquired from Los Angeles two years ago. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Of the three goals Campbell allowed against the Devils, the third one 
stung most. Campbell was deep in his net and ex-Leafs winger Andreas 
Johnsson had no trouble beating him on the short side at 9:10 of the first. 

Campbell was gone after the Johnsson goal made it three goals on nine 
shots, leading Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe to send Petr Mrazek in. 

“Jack has not played to the same level that he has established for 
himself,” Keefe said. “But our team has not played to the same level in 
front of him, and that’s not nearly good enough. 

“We have a goaltender who has been the backbone of our team, and 
he’s trying to get back in that groove. He will find his game, but our guys 
have got to help him and we just have not done that. That’s 
disappointing.” 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 
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Keefe said a decision on who starts in goal in New Jersey would be 
made on Tuesday. 

Pavel Zacha scored 47 seconds in when he was left alone in front of 
Campbell, and Jesper Boqvist made it 2-0 at 6:20 when he shrugged off 
the check of Justin Holl. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

The Leafs had trouble with the Red Wings’ speed on Saturday before 
recovering, and Keefe said in the morning that the Devils could pose a 
similar problem. Keefe was proven right as the Devils built a 4-2 lead 
through 40 minutes. 

Matthews’ first goal came 13 seconds after Boqvist’s goal, on a pass 
from Marner. 

Matthews also scored 15 minutes into the first to cut the Devils’ lead to 3-
2. That goal came on a deflection of a Morgan Rielly shot. 

The Devils’ Nathan Bastian scored the only goal of the second period. 

Keefe utilized his regular lines, including Matthews between Marner and 
Michael Bunting, and John Tavares between Alex Kerfoot and William 
Nylander, calling it the Leafs’ “optimal look.” 
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Keefe going for 'optimal look' as Maple Leafs host Devils 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Sheldon Keefe is sticking with the Maple Leafs’ most favourable look. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

The Leafs coach put his best lines back together during the game in 
Detroit on Saturday and the changes resulted in a five-goal third period 
and a comeback victory against the Red Wings. 

When the Leafs play host to the New Jersey Devils on Monday night at 
Scotiabank Arena to conclude the first half of the 2021-22 regular 
season, that familiarity at forward will remain. 

Auston Matthews again will have Mitch Marner on his right, and Michael 
Bunting on his left. Next up will be John Tavares centring Alex Kerfoot 
and William Nylander. 

Keefe at some point could go back to having Matthews, Marner and 
Nylander on separate lines, as he did last week against Anaheim and to 
start against Detroit, but not as the Leafs head into the all-star break with 
back-to-back games versus the Devils. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“We had a good comeback the other day, so the spirit behind those 
changes was very good and we had great response to it,” Keefe said. 
“That’s part of it. But it’s no secret that this is our optimal look for me. We 
tried something different and we will continue with that throughout the 
remainder of the season at different times, but this is our optimal look.” 

The Leafs have been strong through their first 40 games, going 27-10-3. 

“I’m really excited with where we’re at and what we’ve done,” Keefe said. 
“We’re playing .700 hockey with lots of room to grow and that’s very 
exciting.” 

Toronto is tied for fourth in the NHL with Minnesota in points percentage 
at .713. Only Colorado, Florida and Carolina have a better percentage. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

A goal by Marner on Monday would extend his NHL personal-best goal-
scoring streak to six games. Marner has scored in all five games since 
coming back from COVID-19 protocol. 

“He has been terrific,” defenceman Justin Holl said. “He’s a more 
important player than just scoring. He’s great on the (penalty) kill. He’s 
great in the D zone. You can’t really put into words how much he means 
to our team.” 

The Leafs will face a Devils group that won’t have head coach Lindy Ruff 
behind the bench after Ruff’s father, Leeson, passed away on Friday at 
the age of 88. 

Assistant coach Alain Nasreddine will run the bench in both games 
against the Leafs, with the set ending Tuesday night in Newark. 

The game on Monday will mark the return to Toronto of forward Andreas 
Johnsson, who was traded to New Jersey in October 2020 for forward 
Joey Anderson. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Johnsson was looking forward to catching up with Leafs defenceman 
Travis Dermott after the two formed a bond during their time together in 
the organization. 

“We grew really close to each other,” Johnson said. “We have been 
talking a lot. I haven’t seen him at all. It’s nice to see him again … A lot of 
great memories here. It’s just fun to be back here.” 

Jack Campbell will start in goal for the Leafs. Akira Schmid, who is 0-3 
with a .824 save percentage in his first four NHL games, is expected to 
start for the Devils. 

Not that as it was unexpected, as Jake Muzzin had not taken part in 
contact in practice, but the Leafs are shutting the defenceman down until 
after the all-star break. Muzzin is working his way back after suffering a 
concussion against St. Louis on Jan. 15. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“(Medical staff is) going to continue to to monitor him and work with him 
with hopes to ramp things up again as we get back from the break, and 
perhaps even throughout the break, in his case,” Keefe said. 

“I would say my concern level is right where it should be, in terms of 
anytime a player has a head injury, the concern is significant. But I 
believe he’s on the right track. When he’s ready to play, we’ll welcome 
him back.” 

The projected Leafs lineup for Monday night: 

Forwards 

LW-C-RW 

Michael Bunting-Auston Matthews-Mitch Marner 

Alex Kerfoot-John Tavares-William Nylander 

Ilya Mikheyev-David Kampf-Ondrej Kase 

Pierre Engvall-Jason Spezza-Wayne Simmonds 

Defence 

Morgan Rielly-TJ Brodie 

Rasmus Sandin-Justin Holl 

Travis Dermott-Timothy Liljegren 

Goal 

Jack Campbell 

Petr Mrazek 
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Former Maple Leafs head coach Mike Nykoluk dies at 87 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

Mike Nykoluk’s fatherly approach to coaching could not fix the many 
problems the young Maple Leafs had in the early 1980s. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Yet Nykoluk, whose death at 87 was announced by the club on Monday, 
will be remembered for trying his best and for an all-round hockey career. 
He was captain of the 1955 Memorial Cup champion Toronto Marlboros, 
was considered the NHL’s first assistant bench coach under Fred Shero, 
and was head coach of the Leafs for four tumultuous seasons. 

In a tenure typical of the times under owner Harold Ballard, Nykoluk was 
hired out of the CKFH radio commentators’ booth to replace Joe Crozier 
in the midst of the 1980-81 season as Ballard phased out Punch Imlach 
in the latter’s second coming as general manager. 

At first, on-ice results were promising, Nykoluk realizing the damaging ill 
will around the team as the Jim Gregory-Roger Neilson-Darryl Sittler 
Leafs were being dismantled. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

“A big, friendly unpretentious man, whose coaching philosophy placed 
inordinate faith in the powers of a pat on the back,” wrote former GM 
Gord Stellick in his book Hockey, Heartaches and Hal. 

It was the era of Rick Vaive’s three 50-goal seasons. But as a difficult 
decade began for the franchise, Nykoluk inherited many high first-round 
draft picks the Leafs chose to rush into the fire rather than keep in junior. 
Without a clear development plan, that contributed to Nykoluk’s .402% 
winning percentage (89-144-47). His Leafs made the playoffs twice in 
four seasons, but did not win a series. He, too, eventually ran afoul of 
Ballard. 

The Toronto-born Nykoluk played on the 1955 OHA champion Marlies, 
who went west to take on the Regina Pats for the national junior title. 
Managed by Ballard, coached by Turk Broda and including the burly 
centre Nykoluk’s 13 points in 10 total playoff games, the Marlies won a 
best-of-seven series in five games. Future Leafs Bob Baun, Gerry 
James, Bob Pulford, Billy Harris, Gary Aldcorn and Al MacNeil were also 
on that team, while Nykoluk also played 32 games for the Leafs in 1956-
57. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

We are deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Mike Nykoluk. 

Mike captained the 55 Memorial Cup winning Marlies before going on to 
play 32 games for the Maple Leafs. He later served as the Maple Leafs 
head coach for 4 seasons, from 1981-84. 

Our thoughts are with his family. pic.twitter.com/Yk4dWMlA45 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 31, 2022 

After a long AHL playing career with Rochester and Hershey, he took the 
job as the innovative Shero’s helper in 1972 as the Philadelphia Flyers 
went on to Stanley Cups in 1974 and 1975. He was also with Shero’s 
New York Rangers. 

The gregarious brother of Toronto Argonauts’ lineman Danny Nykoluk, 
Mike gravitated to providing analysis on radio, where Ballard turned to 
him when Crozier faltered. 

Mike later ran hockey schools and was named to the AHL Hall Of Fame 
in 2007. 
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Maple Leafs report cards: An Auston Matthews hat-trick caps off another 
comeback victory 

 

Omar White 

 

With a dominating record against the New Jersey Devils, a top power 
play and an effective penalty kill, you’d think it would be an easy win. But 
it’s the Toronto Maple Leafs we’re talking about, and of course they’d 
give us back-to-back highlight-reel comeback victories. The funny thing 
is, the Leafs’ 6-4 victory over the Devils was reminiscent of Saturday’s 
win over the Detroit Red Wings: a poor start, shaky goaltending, and a 
comeback that involved a hat trick. Perhaps this is the winning formula 
the Leafs need? 

First Star  

Auston Matthews 

Matthews just loves playing the New Jersey Devils. Not only did he 
record his fifth career hat trick and ninth four-point game, but that third 
goal was the 400th point of his career. The first goal saw Matthews in his 
element, ripping a goal off a short feed that Akira Schmid had no chance 
on. 

AUSTON MATTHEWS   

26TH OF THE SEASON pic.twitter.com/Ps78zjxRbR 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

The second was more playoff-like, yet still up Matthews’ alley in that he 
drove the net and perfectly re-directed Rielly’s shot. 

AUSTON MATTHEWS    

DEFLECTION! pic.twitter.com/145VM8AWnU 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

The third wasn’t as flashy but I think it showed some growth as Matthews 
wasn’t necessarily going for the empty net, it just happened to get there. 

AUSTON MATTHEWS     

HAT-TRICK! 400 CAREER POINTS! pic.twitter.com/XXkCYbujCE 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

His reaction says it all — however, not aggressively going for the goal 
and instead focusing on getting the puck out of the zone shows what was 
important to him at the moment: the win. 

Second Star  

Alex Kerfoot  

It was a night-and-day performance for Kerfoot, as he looked really 
sloppy to start the play. He was losing pucks, didn’t look as quick and 
had a bad defensive zone turnover to Pavel Zacha which earned him a 
demotion to the fourth line. However, like Mitch Marner, Kerfoot 
responded well from the demotion — he started taking the body more 
with a big hit on Jack Hughes and had a dangerous scoring chance from 
Jason Spezza. Sheldon Keefe eventually reunited Kerfoot with the 
second line, and he had two identical defensive plays in which he got to 
the puck first behind the net. The first led to John Tavares’ scoring 
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chance while the second put the Leafs on the power play. Kerfoot also 
started to annoy Devils defenceman Damon Severson a bit with his play 
in the defensive zone. Kerfoot stripped him of the puck to regain 
possession, preventing any pressure, and blew past him as well as 
Zacha on a partial short-handed breakaway he created. 

Once the third period hit, Kerfoot really kicked things into gear. He had 
an important secondary assist on the Spezza goal, grabbing the puck 
along the wall as the Devils tried to clear it and bumping it back down to 
Ilya Mikheyev. Kerfoot later started the play that led to Mikheyev’s game-
winning goal, blocking the shot on the penalty kill and waiting Schmid out 
until the last possible second. 

Third Star  

Mitch Marner  

Marner was the first to feel Keefe’s wrath tonight, as he was benched on 
his poor shift to start the game. He turned the puck over, leading to 
Hughes’ first shot of the game, and made a break out of the zone 
thinking the puck was going out when the Devils still had possession. 
The turnover itself was of the same flavour as the one he had against the 
Red Wings that led to the Tyler Bertuzzi goal Saturday night, so it’s likely 
still fresh in Keefe’s mind. Marner battled back with two quick but 
effective assists on both of Matthews’ goals, making short but well-timed 
passes to create space. 

It was also good to see Marner continue to try to establish himself as a 
shooting threat on the power play. He wound up extending his goal-
scoring streak to six games — the longest of his career — minutes later 
at five-on-five. 

MITCH MARNER   

SIX-GAME GOAL STREAK   pic.twitter.com/aJtxCdTPmt 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

Ironically, it was a change of pace that Matthews found him instead of the 
other way around, but Marner placed the puck well to tie it for the Leafs. 

Player Reports:  

A 

Rasmus Sandin  

Sandin was the most noticeable defenceman tonight. He pinches players 
off at the defensive blue line and makes deceptive movements at the 
offensive blue line to keep plays alive. The little pops up and down from 
the point are a weapon, and although the risk is there, Sandin has gotten 
quicker at playing low and getting back up to the blue line. There were 
some turnovers that came off his stick but I thought he recovered well 
from them and moved the puck to a safer area when they occurred. 

Ilya Mikheyev  

Were you worried when Mikheyev started getting chances and couldn’t 
convert on them? It looked as if it was going to be a blast-from-the-past 
game for him but the dam finally broke and he finished with a goal and an 
assist. His strong work behind the net kept the Devils players moving — 
so much so that they completely forget about Spezza, who Mikheyev 
found perfectly. He had a dangerous scoring chance later in the period 
off the Devils players who failed to attempt to corral Sandin’s dump-in. I 
think we also saw how effective he and Mikheyev can be on the penalty 
kill together. They communicate well and both have the feed to quickly 
transition offensively off a defensive play. Mikheyev is easily able to keep 
up on the rush and all he had to do was keep his stick down. 

ILYA MIKHEYEV   

WHAT A PASS BY KERFOOT! pic.twitter.com/pTx9fh1FFc 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

Jason Spezza  

It’s been awhile since Spezza got a goal. His 11th of the season 
triggered the four-goal third period. 

JASON SPEZZA   

ENTER SAGE MODE pic.twitter.com/lv425eDRZN 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

While Kerfoot and Mikheyev were doing the dirty work, Spezza popped 
out to an open space and made himself available for the Mikheyev feed, 
absolutely roofing his shot on the Devils goaltender. The veteran had 
some nice feeds as well, including a no-look backhand pass to Kerfoot 
and a great cross-ice feed to Justin Holl. 

A- 

Petr Mrazek 

Mrazek looked steady and gave the Leafs the assurance they needed to 
battle back. It didn’t start perfectly for him, however. The one goal 
Mrazek gave up was a result of him losing track of the puck twice — first 
on the initial shot by Jesper Boqvist, which he thought he had, and the 
second time as Ryan Graves’ shot hit Morgan Rielly in front. After that 
goal, Mrazek settled in well and made some steady saves for the Leafs, 
stopping 19 of 20 for a .950 save percentage. 

Huge shorthanded stop on Nico Hischier by Mrazek 
pic.twitter.com/BV1hhQL3Q5 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

B+ 

Michael Bunting  

Bunting was the king of the third assists tonight. The focus will be on 
Marner, but Bunting had the first touch on both of Matthews’ goals. The 
first was off the faceoff — he broke into the offensive zone as P.K. 
Subban tried to grab Timothy Liljegren’s dump-in. Bunting and Subban 
both sent the puck around for Marner to pick it up and bump it over to 
Matthews. On the second Matthews goal, Bunting grabs the puck from 
the Devils in the defensive zone — despite three players trying to get it 
— and moves it over to Marner. It won’t count on the scoreboard, but 
those were small yet critical plays that generated offence for the Leafs. 

B 

Morgan Rielly  

The game started on a weird note for Rielly, as he couldn’t get shots 
through to the net and his clear attempt was picked up on the point. He 
did improve defensively, bailing out Pierre Engvall (who turned the puck 
over in the defensive zone) and blocking clearing attempts in the neutral 
zone which lead to Ondrej Kase’s first shot on goal. Rielly’s helper on the 
Matthews goal continues his point-per-game status since signing his 
contract extension. Not only is it good recognition to jump in the play, but 
it’s a perfectly placed shot for Matthews to re-direct. 

C+ 

John Tavares  

Tavares had a few looks and had a scoring opportunity that required 
review in which he headed to the net and placed the puck in an area that 
nearly saw it squeak through Schmid. 

Ondrej Kase 

After Marner and Kerfoot were momentarily benched/demoted for their 
defensive zone turnovers, Kase had one of his own which directly led to 
a scoring chance for Hughes. He and Hughes came together once again 
in the third period, as Kase took him down by putting the puck in a 
difficult area. Luckily Mikheyev and Kerfoot took care of it. He also had a 
critical stick lift on Andreas Johnsson, who was set up for a one-timer 
from the right circle. 
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C 

William Nylander  

I thought Nylander was a little too cute with the puck at times and held on 
to it longer than necessary in the offensive zone. 

Pierre Engvall  

Engvall was rewarded for his strong play in the bottom six and was 
bumped up to the second line. With a different role, he took the body 
more and tried to get to pucks first along the boards for Tavares and 
Nylander. However, his promotion ended with a turnover of his own in the 
defensive zone while retrieving the puck. It’s also not a good look to 
finish minus-3 on the night. 

T.J. Brodie  

Brodie was better than last game but still had uncharacteristic moments. 
He was the perfect example of the team’s poor play in front of their net as 
he lost sight of the puck and couldn’t clear the rebound from Nathan 
Bastian, who got the goal. 

Justin Holl 

It was a tamer night for Holl after a shaky first period. His timing on his 
stick play was off and was a contributing factor to Boqvist’s first-period 
goal. 

Travis Dermott  

The less Dermott tried to do out there, the better he looked. Both sides of 
the pairing looked bad on the Johnsson goal and Dermott went down too 
early on the chance against. I liked what I saw from him in the third and 
he had a good block on a Hughes shot/pass attempt. 

Wayne Simmonds  

Simmonds may not be fighting as much as fans would like, but he had 
some good hits on the forecheck. 

David Kämpf  

I think Kampf needs an extra step in his stride. The pressure he puts on 
puck carriers, particularly on the penalty kill, forces them to get rid of the 
puck on occasion, but there are other moments where they’re quicker 
with their decisions. That said, he was a factor in the offensive zone 
when the third line was buzzing. 

D 

Jack Campbell  

Three goals on nine shots ended Campbell’s night early. By no means 
was the team in front of him secure, but you’d like a save on at least one 
of them, as none of the goals looked spectacular. The first goal came 47 
seconds in and went through Campbell’s body, while the second was off 
a bad rebound in the slot. Liljegren didn’t look good on the third goal, but 
there was a lot of room above the net, as it looked like Campbell was 
expecting the pass to go across instead of in the net. 

Timothy Liljegren  

Another not-so-good night for the young defenceman — he looked 
exposed. It started with him losing the puck right in front of Campbell and 
continued with a number of fanned shot attempts being picked off and 
used against him. The “stand out” play came on the expected Johnsson 
revenge goal. Liljegren tried to move forward toward the puck off the 
faceoff and bobbled it when it came to him at the point. Johnsson beat 
Liljegren and it’s 3-1 New Jersey. 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: B 

The Leafs recovered well from a poor start and took it to the Devils once 
they got their legs under them. I do think it’s concerning that for the 
second game in a row, they were outskated by a weaker team and at 
times looked as if they couldn’t handle them. The goals are great and I 
thought Marner, Kerfoot and Mrazek, in particular, answered the 
challenge Keefe placed upon them. However, the Leafs relied on the fact 
that New Jersey is a weaker team. They began to crumble in the third 
and their goaltender didn’t make the saves he was making in the first and 
second periods. That’s something the Leafs can’t afford to bank on 
again. 

Where do the Leafs go from here?  

The home-and-home goes New Jersey’s way Tuesday night and the big 
question is: Who will get the start? The plan was for Campbell to start 
tonight and for Mrazek to start tomorrow but I wonder if that’s revised 
with Mrazek nearly playing 51 minutes. At the same time, perhaps this is 
one of those “ride the hot goaltender” moments. I also wonder if Keefe 
makes some changes to the roster with this being the final game before 
the All-Star break. You may argue it makes more sense to play what you 
have and make changes later, but this could be an opportunity to get a 
look at some other players. Think about it, we haven’t seen Nick Ritchie 
in a while. 

Tweets of the Night  

LOL Matthews reaction to his hat-trick goal pic.twitter.com/rCfx4pq7Zj 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) February 1, 2022 

the leafs have to be the most chaotic team in the league. 

—   (@kniesseiderr) February 1, 2022 

leafs went 8-2-1 in january and they were having a bad month lmfao 

— cate (@csa_cate) February 1, 2022 
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Monday Morning Leafs Report: Michael Bunting has earned the most 
valuable Leafs real estate — beside Auston Matthews 

 

Jonas Siegel 

 

When the Toronto Raptors hosted Kevin Durant and the Brooklyn Nets in 
early November, there, sitting courtside next to Auston Matthews, in a 
white retro Raptors hat, was Michael Bunting. 

It didn’t take long last fall to see that a friendship was blossoming 
between the Leafs’ best player and new scrappy winger from 
Scarborough. Nor did it take long to see a partnership was blooming on 
the ice as well. 

“Him and Auston have a great relationship off the ice,” Jason Spezza 
observed at one point. “I think that’s helped (Michael) on the ice.” 

The Leafs’ most lasting forward duo so far this season has been Bunting 
and Matthews. Nearly 75 percent of Bunting’s five-on-five minutes this 
season have come with Matthews. 

Leafs' top forward combos 

Rank Player 1 Player 2 TOI 

1 

Auston Matthews 

Michael Bunting 
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404.7 

2 

John Tavares 

Alex Kerfoot 

335.4 

3 

John Tavares 

William Nylander 

331.2 

4 

William Nylander 

Alex Kerfoot 

291.3 

5 

Auston Matthews 

Mitch Marner 

257.2 

It’s no accident either. 

Bunting snatched the top left wing gig from Nick Ritchie for good in 
November and hasn’t let it go. The 26-year-old, who scored his first hat 
trick as a Leaf over the weekend, has earned the most valuable real 
estate on the Leafs that way. He’s been a perfect fit with Matthews, 
making the Ritchie misfire (slightly) less damaging and all but erasing 
any miss-you chatter from Leafs fans when it comes to Zach Hyman, 
who joined the Oilers for big coin in the offseason. 

“Just the fact that he drives the net, he works hard, he’s always in the 
right areas, he’s around the puck all game — it makes him one of those 
guys that’s easy to play with,” Spezza said of Bunting’s fit with Matthews. 

Bunting’s game is undoubtedly blue collar, representative of perpetual 
underdog status. But he blends enough skill, speed, and creativity along 
with it to make him fit nicely in the sidekick role. 

Bunting has landed assists on nine of Matthews’ 14 five-on-five goals, 
tops on the team. Matthews, conversely, has set up half of Bunting’s 10 
five-on-five goals. There’s clear chemistry between the two. 

Bunting has taken advantage of all the attention Matthews draws. His 
propensity for taking direct trips to the net, without passing Go, has 
allowed him to create opportunities for Matthews … 

And also capitalize on rebound gold for himself — not to mention tips and 
redirections. 

Bunting batted down a Matthews shot from Alex Nedeljkovic’s doorstep 
for his second goal against the Red Wings on Saturday. 

Mikey B with the hand-eye  #LeafsForever 
pic.twitter.com/GXL8uPEX16 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 30, 2022 

The other goals versus Detroit: A deflection from deep and easy deposit 
of a brilliant Mitch Marner setup from in tight. 

Because Bunting does so much of his shooting work around the blue 
paint, he keeps some pretty elite company in the expected goals 
department (heading into play on Sunday). 

5-on-5 expected goal leaders 

Bunting has already set a career high with 12 goals this season, which 
puts him second among rookies. He’s got 23 goals now in 66 career NHL 
games. 

All but three of his 27 points, another career high, have come with five a 
side, putting him among the top 30 or so players in the league. 

He’s developed a clear kinship with Matthews. At one point last week, 
Bunting got under the skin of some Ducks just before a TV timeout in the 
second period. An enraged Matthews jumped in to defend Bunting from 
the feisty Nicolas Deslauriers. 

The Leafs knew when they signed Bunting to a two-year contract last 
July that they were getting a supporting cast member who could hang on-
screen with stars. Bunting was a Soo Greyhound back when Sheldon 
Keefe was still their head coach and Kyle Dubas was the GM. 

Both had seen Bunting fit in smoothly with Arizona’s top players last 
season when he finally got a chance with their big club. 

“Whether it was top line or top six or playing significant minutes, I 
certainly did see that,” Keefe said. 

That the Leafs got such a capable sidekick for Matthews for so cheap — 
$950K this season and next — is a big win. Only two Leafs forwards, 
both of them fourth-liners, are earning less on the cap this season: 
Spezza ($750K) and Wayne Simmonds ($900K). 

Bunting started the season on the Leafs second unit, first centered by 
Alex Kerfoot, then John Tavares. Before long, he was at Matthews’ side. 
It took him time to adjust to life next to the superstar. He was admittedly 
overly deferential to Matthews during their first spin together. 

They were reconnected on Nov. 21. Since then, Bunting has collected 18 
five-on-five points in 21 games, a top-20 mark in the league. 

It’s clear he relishes his chance to play with Matthews. 

“Playing with him makes me want to be better,” Bunting said recently. 
“Just watching him out there in practice, he gets better every single day 
— so that motivates me to keep up to his standard every single night. 
Just playing with him makes me a better player and brings success to me 
as well.” 

Five Points 

1. Turnaround No. 1 

Has enough been made of the Leafs’ dramatic improvement on the 
power play this season? It’s Toronto, so it’s hard to say anything flies 
under the radar. But the power play, and the Leafs special teams play in 
general, has probably been somewhat overlooked. 

The Leafs have already scored more power-play goals in 40 games this 
season (35) than they managed to bury in 56 games last season (31). 

They’ve clicked on 31 percent of their power plays, the No. 1 mark in the 
league. 

Peek behind the curtains and you’ll see more of everything — shots, 
chances, expected goals, actual goals. 

Per 60 minutes 2021-22 2020-21 

Shot attempts 

119.5 

100.7 

Shots 

68.4 

56.3 

Scoring chances 

76.6 
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63.6 

Goals 

11.9 

7.1 

Expected goals 

9.9 

7.9 

The overall approach feels completely different from where it finished last 
season. 

Consider how stagnant and predictable the No. 1 unit looked against 
Montreal in Game 6 of the playoffs: 

The top unit of today brings with it a more frenetic pace. Bodies are 
moving — constantly. Where players start often isn’t where they end up. 

Of his more influential position on PP1, William Nylander said, “Being in 
the middle, me and Johnny kinda rotating positions there, sometimes 
ending up on the half-wall, kinda flowing around whatever spot we get 
into. The chemistry has been there all year on the power play.” 

The puck, which once seemed stuck in the hands of either Marner or 
Matthews, now seems to touch the tape of everyone. Matthews still leads 
the team with nine power-play goals. Tavares and Nylander each have 
six. 

The Leafs make much more use of both, not to mention the lower part of 
the ice. 

Whoever ends up around the blue paint tends to flash open for passes 
from the flanks. That creates something like a triangle for penalty killers 
to navigate, with multiple options for the puck holder. 

The power-play transformation could be significant when the games 
really matter. Arguably nothing was more damaging to the Leafs’ playoff 
fate last season than the power-play failure. 

2. Drawing penalties … or not 

The Leafs still rank near the bottom of the league in power-play 
opportunities — with 113 through 40 games. The only teams that have 
nabbed fewer: Edmonton, San Jose, Columbus and the New York 
Islanders. 

3. More production 

Keefe had this to say recently about the uptick in Rielly’s production this 
season: “If I look at the last two seasons, the production — I thought he 
was capable of a lot more. And a lot of it was just, there’s some luck 
attached to it and some finish from himself and others. We go through 
the scoring chances religiously and break it down and everything like 
that, and Morgan’s contributions to our scoring chances has always been 
really off the charts relative to our defence. I don’t think it’s in a different 
place necessarily this season, but the puck is going in a lot more.” 

With 36 points, Rielly has already surpassed his point total from all of last 
season (35) — in 15 fewer games, mind you. That’s power play and five-
on-five. 

What’s odd is Rielly’s on-ice shooting percentage hasn’t budged much. 
It’s at 11.4 percent currently. It was 11.4 percent last season and 11.0 
percent the year before that. 

4. Turnaround No. 2 (maybe) 

Quietly, there are signs of a turnaround taking place with Justin Holl, who 
celebrated his 30th birthday on Sunday. 

It’s a small sample, but since the calendar turned over to 2022, things 
have been much less noisy for Holl. 

The underlying numbers paint a pretty dramatic picture that way: 

Holl's 2022 turnaround? 

Per 60 minutes 2022 2021 

GP 

7 

24 

SF 

31.1 

31.5 

SA 

24.6 

32.9 

SCF 

36.1 

32.0 

SCA 

19.7 

30.6 

GF 

3.9 

2.5 

GA 

0.9 

3.1 

xGF 

3.2 

2.7 

XGA 

1.7 

2.6 

OZS% 

53.7 

41.8 

Holl believes he’s “making more happen on the ice, all over the ice — 
maybe join the offence more and driving play that way.” 

He’s been focused on “dictating where the opponent should be on the ice 
instead of reacting.” 

That was evident over the weekend when he was repeatedly aggressive 
in the offensive zone. Holl ended the night with two assists in almost 22 
minutes. He wasn’t on the ice for a single goal against. 

“I don’t think I’ve been perfect by any means,” Holl said. “It’s always a 
work in progress and I’m always trying to improve.” 

Holl reverting back to last season’s form would be significant for the 
Leafs, especially if it coincides with a Jake Muzzin turnaround. 
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It might well change the Leafs’ approach at the trade deadline. Maybe 
they won’t need an upgrade on defence after all. 

A few things to bear in mind though: 

Holl has played only some of the recent games with Muzzin. (First, Holl 
was in protocol. Then Muzzin suffered a concussion.) The other games 
were spent alongside rookie Rasmus Sandin. 

The Leafs have lightened Holl’s load a bit. He’s not grabbing quite as 
many defensive zone draws as before. 

Holl is finally getting a little luck. The Leafs have a .966 save percentage 
(five-on-five) when he’s been on the ice in January. Prior to that, that 
number was .907. 

5. Draws 

One subtle boost to the power play: Tavares winning more draws. 

The Leafs captain has emerged on 64 percent of those faceoffs, the No. 
3 mark in the league among those with at least 100 draws. The only two 
faring better so far this season: Jonathan Toews (68 percent) and Patrice 
Bergeron (67 percent). More wins means immediate possession for the 
Leafs — no need to retrieve the puck, break out, gain entry, and get set 
up again. 

Things I Think I Think 

Hockey encyclopedia and Sportsnet’s own Jeff Marek reported over the 
weekend that while Petr Mrazek was drawing interest on the trade 
market, the Leafs were inclined to wait until summer for such decisions. 

I wonder if they should at least consider the possibility. 

When Mrazek was signed to a three-year contract last July the Leafs 
were still unsure, to some degree, what exactly they had in Jack 
Campbell. They wanted a capable partner just in case. 

Now that Campbell has seized the crease, and will be due a big raise this 
summer, flipping Mrazek for a goalie who makes fewer dollars with less 
term feels like something worth considering, what with the flexibility it 
would bring now and down the line. 

The problem is netting a goalie in return who’s as capable in the 
understudy role as Mrazek. Edmonton, for instance, could use a 
netminder (among many other things). But if you’re the Leafs, do you 
really want Mikko Koskinen back? 

He’s on an expiring contract, yes, but with an inflated cap hit of $4.5 
million. Koskinen also owns a save percentage of .900 so far this year. 
Trading for him now arguably hurts the current team for future flexibility. 

It’s hard to find other potential trades that net the Leafs a goalie who 
might be able to step in and save the day if Campbell gets hurt or falters. 

Here’s one I don’t hate: Mrazek to San Jose for James Reimer. 

Reimer only has one year left on his contract after this one, at $2.25 
million on the cap. That’s less money and term than Mrazek, who could 
lead the Sharks crease as they compete for a playoff spot. 

Reimer might be the slightest downgrade from Mrazek, though he’s been 
better this season (.915 save percentage). 

The Leafs could have signed Reimer in the summer when he was a free 
agent though. They opted for Mrazek. Bailing now, when he’s made six 
starts, seems hasty. (And would the Sharks want that extra year of 
Mrazek?) 

Still, if there’s a path to creating cap space — today and tomorrow — 
while ensuring the backup position is sound, it’s worth considering, no 
doubt. 

Object of Curiosity 

Could the Leafs use another depth forward? 

The thought has been bouncing around in my head in recent weeks amid 
a rough patch for fourth-line vets, Spezza and Wayne Simmonds. 

Then Spezza and Simmonds, with help from roadrunner Pierre Engvall, 
had a highly effective night against Detroit. 

Still, I wonder a little about the bottom of the forward group, especially if 
injuries crop up. The 13th forward at the moment is Nick Ritchie. Not a 
bad option for that position in theory, though he’s costly ($2.5 million cap 
hit) and has struggled to make a real difference anywhere in the lineup, 
including on the fourth line. After that, it’s Kyle Clifford, who looks like he 
might not be an NHL-calibre contributor anymore, and Joey Anderson, 
who has limited experience. 

Nick Robertson remains an intriguing question mark. 

It’s tough, if not impossible, to ice a roster without any holes when there’s 
a salary cap. So maybe this is a reach. It just feels like the Leafs could 
use someone who’s a little better than Ritchie, Clifford or Anderson at the 
bottom of the lineup, if that’s even possible. 
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Stuetzle puts finishing touches on Senators' overtime win 

 

Ken Warren 

 

Senators 3, Oilers 2 (OT) 

If Tim Stuetzle could do it all over again, he probably wouldn’t have 
dropped the gloves for his first NHL fight midway through the third period 
of a tie game. 

Stuetzle puts finishing touches on Senators' overtime win 

That performance, though, coupled with his shortside overtime game 
winner a few minutes later, has added another piece to the growing fan 
appreciation for the Senators 20-year-old sophomore star. 

“Maybe it was a little stupid to get in that fight (against William 
Lagesson), especially that late in the game, but I kind of got aggressive 
there, trying to stand up for myself,” said Stuetzle, laughing at himself 
while sporting an ugly red gash over his left eye that took four or five 
stitches to close. “It got the team going there.” 

Once he returned, Stuetzle ended the night by scoring with 37 seconds 
remaining in extra time. It was a highly entertaining overtime following a 
fantastic back and forth three periods of regulation. Oilers stars Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl barely left the ice in overtime and had had 
their share of chances throughout. 

Senators goaltender Matt Murray once again delivered to run his current 
hot stretch to 4-0-2. Murray faced 39 shots, including three in overtime. 

The most unfortunate part of the thrilling showcase was that the 
Canadian Tire Centre crowd was limited to 500 due to strict COVID-19 
regulations. 

Nick Paul and Thomas Chabot also scored for the Senators, while 
McDavid and Darnell Nurse scored for the Oilers, who came into the 
game on a four-game winning streak. 

The Senators left Ottawa for New York immediately after the game, 
preparing for Tuesday’s game against the Islanders. The All-Star break 
kicks in after that contest. The Senators will then play four games in six 
days, beginning next Monday against the New Jersey Devils at Canadian 
Tire Centre. 
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The hope is that first-line centre Josh Norris will be back from his injury 
when the schedule resumes. 

Playing without Norris and injured top right winger Drake Batherson, 
there was little lacking in the work ethic department in the club’s one-goal 
losses to Carolina and Anaheim last week. 

They continued their grinding effort against the Oilers, keeping McDavid, 
Draisaitl and company from taking control. The Senators defence tandem 
of Artem Zub and Nick Holden did an outstanding job, including on the 
penalty kill, and Murray made the necessary stops when the Oilers got 
behind the blueliners. 

Ultimately, though, it was Stuetzle’s night. Even before the game winner, 
he had countless opportunities against Oilers goaltender Mikko 
Koskinen. He even made a brilliant defensive play seconds before 
Chabot’s game opening goal in the first period. As for the fight, he said it 
was his first since he played in Germany. 

“Maybe when I was like 15 or something, but I still had the full visor on, 
so it was not really fighting,” he said of his previous experience with the 
gloves off. 

As Stuetzle continues to take on a more prominent role as a front-line 
star for the Senators, it’s not something that coach D.J. Smith wants to 
see much more of. 

“I would say it’s fair to say we never want him fighting,” said Smith. “But 
he’s playing with passion and character.” 

Stuetzle’s steadily improving defensive game is giving the Senators 
coach more confidence to play him in crucial situations. He went head-to-
head against Draisaitl for much of the night, holding his own. 

The other significant development for the Senators is the improved play 
of Murray. During his six-game run, he has stopped 186 of 198 shots, a 
.939 winning percentage, giving the club the type of goaltending they 
expected when he was signed to his four-year, $25 million deal before 
the 2020-21 season. 

“He went to work and never complained and brought back a brand new 
attitude and his own personal confidence,” Smith said of Murray’s 
responce to being placed on waivers and being shipped to Belleville of 
the AHL in November and December. “If he plays like this, this is the 
goalie we signed.” 

The Oilers stars had some moments in bringing the limited crowd out of 
their seats. The arrival of McDavid and Draisaitl always brings with it a 
buzz of anticipation. Of the 500 in attendance, it looked like half of them 
were wearing Oilers jerseys. 

It had been smooth sailing for Edmonton in Canadian Tire Centre. The 
Oilers entered the game having won their previous six contests at 
Canadian Tire Centre, outscoring the Senators 23-10 in that span, dating 
back to 2017. 

The Senators, however, did reverse some ugly recent history by 
knocking off the Oilers 6-4 in Edmonton on Jan. 15. At that point, it was 
an oil spill in Edmonton, but the Oilers have since come out of their funk, 
including a 7-2 romp over Montreal on Saturday. Plenty of attention 
centered around the controversial Evander Kane, who is now serving as 
McDavid’s left winger. 

It was the Senators that got the early jump. After Koskinen misplayed a 
shot from Chabot, Chabot followed up the play to open the scoring. 
There was no assist for Stuetzle on the play, but he deserved one for his 
defensive effort. 

That 1-0 lead didn’t last long. Only 45 seconds after the Chabot marker, 
McDavid was left alone inside the Senators blueline. He promptly beat 
Murray between the legs to tie the game 1-1. 
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WARREN'S PIECE: Oilers turn the corner, Ceci comes home, Smith's 
All-Star break plans 

 

Ken Warren, Publishing date:Jan 31, 2022 

  

The positive mood has returned for the Edmonton Oilers, who once again 
look like a dangerous, high-powered team. 

The highly controversial addition of Evander Kane appears to have 
provided a spark to a squad that rolled over Montreal 7-2 Saturday and 
entered Monday’s game against the Senators on a four-game winning 
streak. 

Suddenly, the seven-game losing streak — the Senators handed them 
the sixth defeat in that stretch with a 5-2 in Edmonton on Jan. 15 — is in 
the rear-view mirror. 

It was a tale of two extremes in January, but the way winger Zack 
Kassian sees it, that’s part of the package when a team plays north of the 
border and when the lineup boasts stars Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. 

“Playing in a Canadian market, you’re going to have a lot of pressure with 
the two star players we have,” said Kassian, now part of an in-your-face 
third line that also includes Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Zack Hyman. “No 
doubt, there’s pressure on this team. You guys (media) make it extra 
tough sometimes, but that’s what being in a Canadian market is all about. 

“That’s what makes it enjoyable when you’re winning, but makes it 
miserable when you’re not.” 

With a record of 22-16-2 before facing the Senators, the Oilers were two 
points out of a playoff spot, but they have games in hand on most of the 
teams they’re chasing due to COVID-19 postponements. 

Kane certainly brings an element of skill and a physical edge, a presence 
that allows the Oilers to spread out their talent, keeping everyone fresh 
for what they hope will be a legitimate Stanley Cup challenge. 

Before the puck dropped against the Senators, Kane had 265 goals, 242 
assists and 988 penalty minutes in 770 games with Atlanta, Winnipeg, 
Buffalo and San Jose. 

“In the big picture, it just helps you for the longevity of the regular season 
and it’s a grind,” Kassian said of the Oilers depth. “Once you get into the 
meaningful games, especially in the playoffs, you can’t just run two lines 
and (play) one guy 25 minutes. Eventually you break down.” 

Senators winger Tyler Ennis, who spent last season in Edmonton, agrees 
that forward balance is ideal. 

“The deeper the team, the deeper the forward group, it’s a tougher 
challenge for (opposition) teams,” said Ennis. “Just historically, Stanley 
Cup teams have had four lines that play. That should be the goal of every 
team, to have 12 forwards playing every night.” 

As for Kane’s background, including the seemingly endless dressing 
room and off-ice antics that led former teammates in Winnipeg, Buffalo 
and San Jose to happily wash their hands of him, that’s another matter 
altogether. Can he keep his act together, at least in the short term, and 
be a valuable support player behind McDavid and Draisaitl? It’s a huge 
gamble for general manager Ken Holland. In the early going, it’s a case 
of so far, so good. Kane scored in his Oilers debut against Montreal. 

“He seems good,” said coach Dave Tippett. “I chatted with him a bit 
(Sunday) and the transition is going well. He knows he needs to get his 
game up and going (after a long NHL break). He did a lot of work 
(Sunday).” 
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Tippett suggests that joining the Oilers during a road trip, where players 
eat together and go to and from the rink with each other, is a good thing 
for Kane. 

“Veteran players, they know they can’t come in and change everything,” 
Tippett said. “He’s trying to get a feel for our team, we’re trying to get a 
feel for him. (Veteran players) aren’t tentative, but they don’t push 
themselves on someone.” 

QUIET RETURN: Oilers defenceman Cody Ceci saved himself some 
cash in his return home. With the crowd limited to 500 season ticket 
holders, he didn’t have to fork out for tickets. “It’s too bad,” said Ceci, 
who grew up in Ottawa, played for the 67’s and played 471 games as a 
front-line defender with the Senators before being dealt to Toronto in 
July, 2019. He played with Pittsburgh in 2020-21 and has one goal and 
nine assists with the Oilers this season. “It would have been great to 
have a bunch of friends and family at the game, but eventually I will have 
the chance.” With Toronto, Ceci played one exhibition game at Canadian 
Tire Centre, but Monday marked his first regular season game wearing 
opposition colours in the arena. 

FROM HOCKEY … TO HOCKEY: Senators coach D.J. Smith will spend 
part of his All-Star break watching his son, Colton, a left winger with the 
London Knights, who has scored 12 goals and five assists in 30 games in 
his rookie OHL season. He’ll try to put away his coach’s hat. “It’s tough, 
you get mad individually at your own son, but’s it (watching) more as a 
father,” he said … Kassian played for Smith when both were with the 
Windsor Spitfires from 2009-11. Both are Windsor natives. “There’s a lot 
of Windsor blood in the game tonight, which is good to see,” he said. 
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A trickle of fans return to Canadian Tire Centre to watch Senators 

 

Ken Warren, Publishing date:Jan 31, 2022 

  

The Ottawa Senators opted to allow the maximum 500 fans into 
Canadian Tire Centre to watch Connor McDavid and the Edmonton 
Oilers Monday night, but the organization’s confusion about the harsh 
COVID-19 restrictions remains. 

“We’re still perplexed where the 500 number came from,” said Senators 
president of business operations Anthony LeBlanc. “There doesn’t seem 
to be a lot of rationality to it.” 

A trickle of fans return to Canadian Tire Centre to watch Senators 

All arenas in the province are limited to 50 per cent capacity, up to a 
maximum of 500 spectators. That means the 4,000-seat CAA Arena in 
Belleville, the 10,000-seat TD Place Arena and the 18,000-seat 
Canadian Tire can’t get anywhere close to that half full number. 

Senators owner Eugene Melnyk has talked with Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford, and LeBlanc speaks regularly with Lisa MacLeod, the provincial 
minister of heritage, sport tourism and culture, looking for changes. 

Under the current mandate, CTC won’t be allowed to hit the 50 per cent 
number before Feb. 21. The Senators have seven more home games — 
many of them re-scheduled contests due to previous COVID-19  
complications — between now and then. 

“Our view, and we stand by it, is that we should be at 50 per cent now,” 
said LeBlanc. “We had serious discussions about whether it was even 
worth it (to have 500 fans).” 

LeBlanc says he remains supportive of Ford and the Ontario government 
and he’s looking forward to eating out again. As part of the staggered re-
opening of the province Monday, restaurants are open to 50 per cent 

capacity again. Again, that begs the question about the arena policy 
that’s in place. 

“If a small restaurant is open to half capacity, why not an arena with a 
massive square footage?,” said LeBlanc. 

The Senators have held a lottery, of sorts, to allow their most loyal of 
season ticket holders to be part of the crowd of 500. That approach will 
continue as long as the limited capacity remains. 

Ottawa Sun LOADED: 02.01.2022 

1234350 Ottawa Senators 

 

GAME NIGHT: Senators versus Oilers 
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Edmonton Oilers at Ottawa Senators 

Tonight: 7:30 p.m. 

TV: Sportsnet West, RDS, Radio: AM 1200 

Why Watch? Goaltender Matt Murray is 3-0-2 in his past five games, 
including a 5-2 win over the Oilers on Jan. 15. Tim Stuetzle continues to 
see major minutes due to the club’s injury woes at centre, including a 
career high 24:43 in Saturday’s 2-1 defeat to the Anaheim Ducks. 
Stuetzle’s linemate, Senators captain Brady Tkachuk, has had 22 shots 
on goal in his past three games and is aiming to end a 12-game goalless 
drought, dating back to Dec. 14. 

POINT LEADERS 

Oilers  GP G    A    Pts +/- 

1-Leon Draisaitl   40  31  30  61  +6 

2-Connor McDavid     39  21  37  58  +6 

3-Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 33  4     26  30  +4 

Senators 

1-Drake Batherson    31  13  21  34  +4 

2-Brady Tkachuk 35  12  15  27  +3 

3-Josh Norris  36  18  8     26  -2 

STORY CONTINUES BELOW 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Oilers 

PP: 28.6 (2nd) 

PK: 77.3 (20th) 

Senators 

PP: 18.0 (22nd) 

PK: 80.7 (15th) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE OILERS 

1. Evander Kane made an instant impact in his Oilers debut Saturday, 
scoring the game opening goal in Edmonton’s 7-2 win over Montreal. 
Kane played 17:52 (more than Draisaitl and McDavid), with three shots 
on goal and four hits and finished the game with a plus minus of plus 2. 

2. Goaltender Stuart Skinner, who stopped only 20 of 25 shots in the 
Senators 5-2 win over Edmonton on Jan. 15, picked up the victory 
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against Montreal on Saturday. Skinner has a .908 save percentage for 
the season. Mikko Koskinen posted the victory in the first three games of 
the Oilers winning streak. 

3. Draisaitl, who scored twice against the Canadiens, led the NHL in 
scoring before Sunday’s games. Draisaitl has registered five goals and 
two assists in his past four games, with 23 shots on goal in that span. 
The Oilers took pity on the Canadiens Saturday, with Draisaitl limited to 
15:36 of ice time. 
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A closer look at Tim Stützle’s memorable night, including a fight and an 
OT goal 

 

By Ian Mendes Feb 1, 2022 

 

The ice behind the opposition goal line at Canadian Tire Centre has been 
a cursed piece of frozen real estate for young Ottawa Senators stars this 
season. 

In October, Shane Pinto went down in the corner with a serious shoulder 
injury. 

Last week, Drake Batherson suffered a high ankle sprain courtesy of an 
illegal check from Buffalo’s Aaron Dell just behind his net. 

A couple of days later, Josh Norris went down with a shoulder injury — in 
almost the exact same spot where Pinto got hurt three months earlier. 

So as Oilers defenceman William Lagesson delivered a hard, right-hand 
punch directly to Tim Stützle’s face midway through the third period 
Monday evening, there was an understandable moment of concern for 
Senators fans as their young star fell to the ice behind the opposition net. 
Stützle was ushered to the dressing room to fix a facial cut, unable to 
serve the first fighting major of his NHL career inside the penalty box. 

TIM STÜTZLE GETS INTO HIS FIRST CAREER SCRAP.   

NOT A GREAT TIME FOR IT, BUT ENTERTAINING. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/KADULHEMWX 

— EVERYDAY SENS  (@EVERYDAYSENS) FEBRUARY 1, 2022 

“Maybe a little bit stupid to go and fight, especially that late in the game,” 
Stützle acknowledged afterward. 

But this story had a decidedly different ending from the other incidents 
behind the opposing team’s goal line. 

Not only did Stützle return to play five more shifts after the fight — with 
four or five stitches to fix the cut above his left eye — but he also capped 
the evening by scoring a brilliant overtime goal to give Ottawa a 3-2 
victory over the Oilers. On a night when Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl were in town, it felt like Stützle was the most incandescent star 
on the ice. 

“He gets in a fight, comes back and does what he does,” coach D.J. 
Smith said after the game. “We’ve got a real hockey player on our 
hands.” 

“He brought fire tonight for sure,” Matt Murray said. “He’s a competitive 
kid. Can’t say enough about him. Everybody knows he’s skilled, and he’s 
growing and getting better each day.” 

Stützle said his fight with Lagesson was the direct result of his 
frustrations boiling over after he was thwarted on several terrific scoring 
chances during the first 50 minutes of regulation. On multiple occasions, 

Stützle was able to break free from Edmonton defenders and get clean 
looks against Oilers netminder Mikko Koskinen, only to come up short. 

“I kind of got mad there because I didn’t really score on my chances. So I 
was just mad, and we just pushed each other,” Stützle said. “I kind of got 
aggressive there, trying to stand up for myself. And I think it got the team 
going a little bit more.” 

To the best of Stützle’s recollection, this was the first time he had 
dropped the gloves in several years, although the details of his last fight 
are somewhat sketchy. 

“Maybe when I was like 15 or something. But I still had my full visor on, 
so it was not really fighting,” Stützle said with a laugh. “It was fun getting 
the first one out of the way.” 

Though Stützle seemed to revel in his first fight at the NHL level, his 
head coach is adamant that it should also be his last fight under his 
watch. Smith has always embraced the gritty, sandpaper element of his 
roster, but he does not want his most talented forward involved. 

“Let’s be clear: We don’t want Timmy fighting. Ever,” Smith said flatly 
Monday evening. It was a message Smith delivered several times during 
his media session. 

Instead, Smith and the Senators would like Stützle to protect his hands 
so they can deliver the type of magic we witnessed Monday night. With 
under a minute remaining in the three-on-three overtime session, Stützle 
took a pass from Brady Tkachuk inside the Edmonton blue line. Stützle 
acknowledged that his initial thought, as he approached the net, was to 
try to make a pass across the goalmouth. 

“I actually tried to see if (Chabot) was open, but then I saw the whole 
spot up there, and I just tried to shoot it. And it went in,” Stützle said. 

STUTZLE PUTS HOME THE OT WINNER AS THE OILERS FALL TO 
THE SENS.   

( : @NHL) PIC.TWITTER.COM/AWIMOF7GM7 

— THESCORE (@THESCORE) FEBRUARY 1, 2022 

Stützle displayed his world-class shot and release on that play to net his 
first career winning goal in overtime. Strangely, it was just his fifth career 
goal inside Canadian Tire Centre, and under normal circumstances the 
home crowd would have erupted with the emotions of seeing their 
wunderkind score a brilliant goal after getting into a fight. 

On Monday, however, only 500 fans were permitted inside the venue, so 
just a handful of people were first-hand witnesses to what felt like a 
seminal moment in Stutzle’s career. Last season, Smith was reluctant to 
put Stützle onto the ice in head-to-head situations against elite players 
such as Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

But on Monday, Stützle found himself with more even-strength time 
against Draisaitl (7:40) than any other Edmonton centreman. Stützle 
even took seven faceoffs against Draisaitl and managed to win three. In 
many ways, it felt like a coming-out party for Stützle against his German 
counterpart. And keeping Draisaitl off the scoresheet completely was a 
herculean task, considering he torched Ottawa for 21 points in nine head-
to-head meetings last season. 

“It’s not a lot of fun playing against him. He’s so strong on the puck, and 
he’s a really good faceoff player, too,” Stützle said of Draisaitl. “I just tried 
to play my game and play good defensively. Try to get it out of our zone 
and play in their zone.” 

And Stützle said being swept by Draisaitl and the Oilers in nine head-to-
head meetings was a motivating factor in their two matchups this month. 
Earlier in January, the Senators staged a massive third-period comeback 
to knock off the Oilers 6-4 in Edmonton. And by virtue of their victory 
Monday, they managed to sweep the season series against the Oilers 
after the humiliating experience last season. 
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“We just talked about it before the game, actually. We wanted revenge 
for ourselves for last year,” Stützle said. “Everybody was not happy with 
that, so I think the two games we played were really good.” 

Although a lot of the focus will be directed to Stutzle’s fight and goal 
Monday, his 200-foot game was on full display during Thomas Chabot’s 
goal in the first period. Stützle dove on his belly to break up a pass from 
Warren Foegele to Zack Kassian in front of Murray. He then leapt to his 
feet and skated full speed down to the other end of the ice, where he 
wreaked havoc in front of Koskinen to help Chabot score his third goal of 
the season. Though Stützle was left off the scoresheet on that goal, his 
fingerprints were all over it, giving him something of an honorary Gordie 
Howe hat trick. And that hustle in the defensive zone did not go 
unnoticed by his head coach. 

“He has shown me in his own zone, he can check and bear down and do 
it,” Smith said. 

When the head coach speaks about his young star, it’s clear that Stützle 
has earned more slack and leeway. Stützle even saw 41 seconds of 
short-handed time Monday evening — the most time he’s ever received 
on the penalty kill in a single game. Whereas the leash felt pretty tight at 
times last season, the young centre has now earned the coach’s trust in 
all spots on the ice. 

If you didn’t realize it before Monday, it’s become clear: Stützle has 
arrived as a legitimate young star in this league. 

“He’s going to turn pucks over. And every coach gets frustrated when 
you turn it over. But at the end of the day, he makes so many good plays, 
you got to allow him some freedom,” Smith said. “I’d be lying if I said we 
give everyone the same freedom. Timmy tries to beat a guy at the blue 
line 10 times, he probably beats him seven. So we give him a little more 
real estate.” 
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Ten thoughts on the Senators: Josh Norris’ unclear status, rooting for 
Colin White and Adam Gaudette’s sneaky good stint 

 

By Ian Mendes Jan 31, 2022 

  

The Ottawa Senators practiced on Sunday without a single member of 
their top line taking part in the session. 

It was already known that Drake Batherson (high ankle sprain) and Josh 
Norris (shoulder) would be missing, but everybody’s eyebrows were 
raised when Brady Tkachuk was absent at the start of practice. 

Fortunately, D.J. Smith seemed to extinguish the idea that Tkachuk 
would be joining his linemates in watching Monday’s game against 
Edmonton from a private box inside the Canadian Tire Centre. 

“He’s playing through a lot of little things,” said Smith. “With the back-to-
back coming, (Sunday) was the perfect day to get him rest. We expect 
him to play (Monday). 

That was a more thorough and detailed update than what we received 
regarding Norris on Sunday — which is the perfect place to start this 
column. Here are 10 thoughts on the Sens as we head into a new week. 

Norris’ status remains unclear 

On Sunday, Smith did not provide a further update on the status of Norris 
and his shoulder issue. Norris injured the shoulder on Thursday evening, 
but very little insight has been shared on his prognosis in subsequent 
days. We know he went for an MRI on Friday, but it sounds like there is 
still a great deal of discussion about how to proceed. 

“We’re going to be 1,000 percent sure that he’s at no risk,” Smith said on 
Sunday. “If you’re at the end of your career and you’ve had a bunch of 
these, you just keep grinding and pushing through. But when you’re a 
young guy that has a bunch of years left in your career, we’re going to 
make sure he’s 1000 percent, so that this is something in the past and 
we’re done with.” 

If we’re reading between the lines here, the Senators probably don’t want 
to have a repeat of the Shane Pinto situation. 

Pinto missed three weeks with his shoulder injury and in his return to 
action on November 13, promptly re-aggravated the injury which required 
surgery and sidelined him for several months. What complicates the 
issue for Norris is that he already had one major shoulder surgery three 
years ago to repair a torn labrum, and that rehabilitation process took 
about eight months. 

On Sunday, Smith was asked if Norris re-injured the same shoulder that 
required surgery when he injured it playing for Team USA at the 2018 
World Junior Championship. 

“I don’t know, to be honest with you,” Smith said. “I’m waiting for them to 
tell me exactly what it is and exactly how long. So I really don’t have the 
answers.” 

The longer this drags out, the more I’m inclined to think this is going to be 
a long-term injury for Norris. They likely have the MRI results, so it’s just 
a question of what route they want to take to rehabilitate the injury. But it 
sounds like we may not get any more information on this until later in the 
week. 

Kastelic makes his NHL debut 

The absence of Norris opened the door for Mark Kastelic to make his 
NHL debut against Anaheim on the weekend. 

The 22-year-old admits it was a huge thrill to line up against Ryan Getzlaf 
in the faceoff circle Saturday, considering both players were graduates of 
the WHL’s Calgary Hitmen program. 

Kastelic is one of a handful of Arizona-born players to make it to the NHL 
and he says his parents were proudly watching the game from Phoenix 
on Saturday afternoon. He phoned his dad on Friday afternoon to share 
the good news, but given the travel logistics and attendance restrictions, 
his family was unable to attend the game in person. 

“It’s disappointing there are no fans in general. The atmosphere is a little 
bit different than some people have had in the past, but no matter what 
the first game is always going to be special,” Kastelic said. “I’m just 
thankful I got the opportunity.” 

Whether or not Kastelic is with the Senators when they travel to Arizona 
to play the Coyotes in early March remains to be seen. But with the 
injuries piling up, particularly at the centre ice position, there is certainly 
an opportunity for Kastelic to carve out a role for himself in the short 
term. 

“It’s a huge opportunity for me. It’s unfortunate to see those guys go 
down and be hurt, but I think that just makes way for an opportunity for 
guys like myself to get a taste,” Kastelic said. “Once they come back, 
who knows what happens. But I’m thinking about one day at a time and 
taking advantage of the opportunities I get out there.” 

Sokolov gets another shot 

Egor Sokolov was recalled to the roster last week after his good friend 
Batherson suffered a high-ankle sprain injury. 

And Sokolov says he got a very encouraging text from Batherson after 
sharing the news with his former Cape Breton teammate. 

“He texted me back and said, ‘It’s a great opportunity for you. Soak it all 
in,'” Sokolov said. 

So far, Sokolov has received only a limited amount of ice time in his two 
games, playing 10:16 against Carolina and 8:35 against Anaheim. In 
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those two games, the Senators have allowed a total of four even-strength 
goals and Sokolov has been on the ice for all of them. But the ice hasn’t 
been heavily tilted when he’s on it, as the Senators were on the positive 
side of the ledger (52 CF%) at even strength over the past two games. 
And they were only outshot 15-12 when Sokolov was on the ice. 
However, the Senators have been outscored 7-1 at even strength with 
Sokolov this season, so they are definitely planning to be cautious in how 
they use him at the NHL level. 

“We think he’s going to be a really good player but we want to put him in 
good spots. He is going to learn to play, he’s going to learn to check,” 
Smith said last week. “And it’s trial by fire.” 

Sokolov had a terrific chance to score in the third period of Thursday’s 
game against Carolina, but was stopped by Frederik Andersen. The 21-
year-old winger came up to Ottawa fresh off a stretch where he scored 
five goals in five games for Belleville. But prior to that, he went through a 
nine-game goalless drought in the AHL, so he’s certainly learning how to 
ride the emotional highs and lows of being a goal scorer at the 
professional level. 

“Past five games, I just cleared my mind and had a more positive 
attitude,” Sokolov said of his hot stretch in Belleville. “I had a struggle 
there for a bit and had six or seven shots a game, but couldn’t bury one.” 

With Batherson and Connor Brown out of the lineup, Sokolov will likely 
get a handful of games with the Senators. The club is hopeful Brown will 
return from his broken jaw at some point in early February. Until then, 
Sokolov is treating every game like an audition to stay in Ottawa for the 
foreseeable future. 

“They can’t tell you how long you’re going to be here, but every game is 
super important for me right now,” Sokolov said. 

White’s memorable media session 

If you haven’t watched the entire Colin White media session from Friday 
afternoon, I highly encourage you to do so. 

"IT’S SO FUN BEING WITH THAT GROUP OF GUYS. I LOVE EVERY 
ONE OF THEM AND BEING ON THE ICE WITH THEM MAKES ME SO 
HAPPY. IT CONSTANTLY MAKES MY DAY." 

MORE FROM COLIN WHITE AS HE CONTINUES TO WORK 
TOWARDS A RETURN TO THE #SENS LINEUP #GOSENSGO 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/CPGLDJQXBI 

— OTTAWA SENATORS (@SENATORS) JANUARY 28, 2022 

The Senators centre showed a full range of emotions, from serious to 
silly. And while a lot of people will focus on the memorable sound clip 
about his challenges on the toilet, there were several other key moments 
that should be highlighted. 

White spoke at length about how much he’s missed the game and his 
teammates over the past few months. You could really sense his genuine 
appreciation and passion for the game of hockey, and at times he was 
very reflective and humble while speaking on the podium. 

“I can see the game in such a different way now,” White said. “You step 
away from it and you have the appreciation when you come back. And 
the appreciation I have for the game is so much more.” 

He talked about listening to podcasts and stories about other athletes 
who have overcome significant injuries to restore their careers. In 
particular, White pointed out the stories of quarterbacks Dak Prescott 
(broken ankle) and Josh Allen (broken collarbone), who recovered from 
major injuries during their careers. He used those examples as 
motivation during his intense rehabilitation program over the past few 
months. 

“In the moment you don’t see a lot of good, but there is light at the end of 
the tunnel,” he said. 

White has routinely been showing up to Canadian Tire Centre before 8 
a.m. and putting in five hours of strenuous work to get his shoulder back 

into game shape. He resumed skating shortly after the Christmas break 
and many of those sessions included working on skill development with 
Jesse Winchester. This past week White joined teammates on the ice for 
the first time, although he’s not a full participant in all the drills. He is 
hoping to receive clearance to engage in contact drills within the next 10-
14 days, which will give everybody a much better idea about a potential 
return date. 

But he’s optimistic he can return to the lineup by late February or early 
March, which should allow him to play in the neighbourhood of 30 
regular-season games. As for where White might fit into Ottawa’s lineup, 
that might depend on the status of other centres like Norris and Pinto. 
White acknowledged that living with Pinto — who has a slim chance of 
also returning from shoulder surgery this season — has been a blessing. 

“The odds of both of us hurting the same shoulder and living together is 
pretty crazy,” White said. “To go through it with him is a lot better than 
going through it alone.” 

When all of Ottawa’s centres are healthy and available, it could push 
White down to the No. 4 slot on the depth chart. And if that’s his role 
moving forward, perhaps his $4.75 million cap hit is a touch pricey for 
that spot. But there is always the possibility of moving White to the right 
wing or having him play well enough that he earns the No. 3 centre job. 

“I am a two-way player. And when I’m at my best, I’m just confident,” 
White said on Friday. 

I really got the sense we’ll see a different version of Colin White when he 
returns to game action in a few weeks. And if you watched his entire 
media session from Friday, it’s hard not to be rooting for the guy to 
succeed. 

Gaudette has been sneaky good 

Adam Gaudette played his 10th game in a Sens jersey on Saturday 
afternoon and the 25-year-0ld has quietly been a productive forward for 
the club. While he was held off the scoresheet against Anaheim, 
Gaudette has tallied seven points in those 10 games. 

And speaking of insightful media sessions, this was another good one 
with Gaudette on Sunday morning. In speaking with reporters for just 
over seven minutes, Gaudette spent a lot of time talking about his 
confidence. 

“It’s the highest it’s been since I’ve been in the league,” he responded 
when asked about his confidence level. “I feel good physically. I feel 
good mentally.” 

It’s even more remarkable that Gaudette has collected seven points in 10 
games when you see his production as compared to his ice time. Since 
the Sens claimed him off waivers in late November, he’s actually been 
one of the most productive forwards in the entire NHL at five-on-five — at 
least from a points-per-60 standpoint. After Saturday’s game, he was 
among the top-10 forwards in this category since December 1: 

P/60 leaders since December 1 (five-on-five) 

PLAYER   TOI/GAME   P/60   

Matthew Tkachuk 

14:36 

4.59 

Johnny Gaudreau 

15:07 

4.44 

Kirill Kaprizov 

14:07 

4:25 
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Jonathan Huberdeau 

13:00 

4.19 

Adam Gaudette 

8:58 

4.01 

Joe Pavelski 

14:06 

3.85 

Nazem Kadri 

13:32 

3.80 

Jake Guentzel 

15:15 

3.70 

Anthony Duclair 

12:28 

3.68 

Alex Formenton 

12:01 

3.68 

“Maybe it’s surprising to some of you guys, but I expect that out of 
myself,” Gaudette told reporters on Sunday. “I hold myself to high 
standards and I want to be the best I can be and always wanting more. 
You guys might think it’s great to have seven points in 10 games, but I’m 
looking at it as I should have 10 points in 10 games. It’s never enough. 
The bar is always set high and I’m trying to overachieve.” 

Not surprisingly, we’ve seen his ice time increase lately — he played 
14:20 against Carolina and 13:55 against Anaheim, his two biggest ice 
times since joining Ottawa. And that number against Anaheim likely 
would have been a touch higher, but he took a five-minute fighting major 
in the first period. He also managed to generate five shots on goal 
against the Ducks, which tied a career high. 

“I think he’s working,” Smith said of Gaudette on Saturday afternoon. 
“He’s doing everything he can to be in the lineup every night.” 

In addition to praising Smith’s positive coaching style behind the bench, 
Gaudette specifically took some time to mention Pierre McGuire’s name 
on Sunday, saying his personal endorsement was a major reason why 
the Senators claimed him off waivers from Chicago. 

“He’s been a good support system along the way,” Gaudette said of 
McGuire. “It helps to know that you know you have that support backing 
you. It gives you a little more incentive to do well because you have 
someone who has kind of gone out on a limb for you. And they see 
something in you that not a lot of other people have seen so far.” 

Ottawa’s lack of finishing ability right now, coupled with Gaudette’s good 
production numbers, means we should see him getting in the 
neighbourhood of 15 minutes per night until players like Norris and 
Connor Brown return to the mix. 

Formenton getting his power play looks 

It was also interesting to see Alex Formenton’s name on that list above. 
He’s certainly found an element of confidence and productivity in his 
game, with 16 points in his last 18 games. 

And Formenton is on another shortlist — this one of players who have 
collected the most points this season without registering a single power-
play point. 

Most points without a PP point this year 

PLAYER POINTS 

Alex Kerfoot 

27 

Gustov Forsling 

21 

Vladislav Namestnikov 

20 

Alex Texier 

20 

Barclay Goodrow 

20 

Isac Lundestrom 

20 

Alex Formenton 

19 

This will likely change, as Formenton is starting to see some looks on the 
power play now, especially in the absence of players like Batherson, 
Norris and Connor Brown. Smith’s plan was to give Formenton some 
second-unit power-play looks, even when Batherson and Norris were in 
the mix. But with those players out of the lineup, Formenton actually had 
some looks with the first unit last week. 

Over his last four games, Formenton has seen 8:16 of power-play ice 
time, which is more than he saw in his first 31 games this season 
combined (6:43). 

For the record, Magnus Arvedson holds the Sens record for most points 
in a season without ever getting a single point on the power play. In 
1998-99, Arvedson collected 47 points for Ottawa — 42 at even strength 
and five shorthanded. (You may want to remember this factoid for the 
next time I do Sens trivia). 

New-look power play takes shape 

Speaking of the power play, they looked awfully dangerous during a two-
minute session in the second period on Saturday against Anaheim. The 
Sens fired five shots at John Gibson, which included Grade-A chances 
from Tkachuk and Tim Stützle. The Sens kept those two forwards and 
Thomas Chabot out for the entire two-minute power play, while the duos 
of Tyler Ennis/Gaudette and Formenton/Nick Paul subbed in for each 
other. 

This came on the heels of a Thursday night power play in which Ottawa 
kept their entire five-man unit out for a full two-minute power play. After 
Saturday’s game, I asked Smith if we should expect to see this type of 
deployment on the power play moving forward, since Batherson and 
Norris will be missing from the equation. 

“No — we’ll give them a minute-ten or a minute-fifteen, but we’ve got to 
find some other units,” Smith said. 

We saw a glimpse of that second unit in the third period on Saturday, as 
the Senators went with a unit featuring Formenton, Paul, Chris Tierney, 
Zach Sanford and Lassi Thomson. 

Chabot admits it has been an adjustment for the first unit, when he 
doesn’t see Batherson in his usual spot along the half-wall or Norris 
ready to fire from the right faceoff circle. 
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“Right now, it’s a lot of guys in different places,” Chabot said. “Everybody 
has to adjust to the new situation. We don’t have Drake and we don’t 
have Norris, which are two massive parts of our power play. I think as we 
get used to guys in the new positions and new roles, we’ll get it going 
again.” 

Chabot’s revolving door with defence partners 

Sticking with Chabot, he’s had a rotating cast of characters serve as his 
primary partner over the past two weeks. He’s seen significant playing 
time with Jacob Bernard-Docker, Erik Brannstrom and Thomson during 
that stretch. 

On Saturday, there was a terrific chemistry between Chabot and 
Thomson on Ottawa’s back end. According to Natural Stat Trick, the 
Senators outshot Anaheim by a whopping 20-7 margin at five-on-five on 
Saturday afternoon with the Chabot-Thomson pairing on the ice. And 
they combined to pick up the assists on Ennis’ goal, thanks primarily to a 
long stretch pass from Thomson. Chabot says he’s been encouraging 
Thomson to show off more of his offensive side. 

“Even between whistles, I try to tell him that he’s able to do that,” Chabot 
said on Saturday afternoon. “I think we can be a very good pairing 
together. We can move the puck really well. We can hold the puck in the 
o-zone and move around make some good plays. I think the more we 
play together, we’ll get even more used to each other and become real 
solid.” 

The Chabot-Thomson pairing was good on the weekend, but we should 
also remember the Senators were experimenting with Brannstrom 
playing alongside Chabot. In his last game before entering COVID-19 
protocol, Brannstrom played 15:49 of five-on-five time with Chabot in a 
victory over Columbus. 

Brannstrom is ready to return on Monday and says he only experienced 
mild symptoms in his bout with COVID-19 last week. And he’s hopeful to 
get a few more looks with Chabot in the weeks ahead. 

“Chabby is a great player. He’s one of the best D-men in the league, so 
it’s an honour to play with him,” Brannstrom said. “I think we made some 
good plays. We both want the puck, but we found each other. If I can 
play a couple of shifts with him in these games coming up, it will be fun.” 

In order to play with Chabot, Brannstrom has to shift over to his right 
side. On Sunday, he said, “I think I feel a little more comfortable on the 
left side, but I like to play the right side in the offensive zone.” 

I think we’ll see a little bit of Chabot and Brannstrom together at even 
strength if Smith can find situations to ensure they’ll be together in the 
offensive zone. But for the time being, I suspect we’ll see Thomson 
getting the bulk of the even-strength reps with Chabot. 

Weekend prospect update 

It was a mixed bag of news for Senators prospects this weekend. We’ll 
start with the tougher piece of news, as Tyler Boucher was injured in his 
OHL debut with the Ottawa 67’s on Friday evening. In this clip below, 
you’ll see Boucher laying a hit behind the net and immediately looking 
uncomfortable. 

BOUCHER LAYS THE BODY BEHIND THE NET BUT APPEARS TO 
JAM HIMSELF UP A BIT AND APPEARS TO BE IN SOME 
DISCOMFORT AS HE SKATED OFF AND HE WENT STRAIGHT TO 
THE DRESSING ROOM. THE CURSE OF SENS INJURIES 
TRANSCENDS LEAGUES APPARENTLY. 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/F5TF4IHPWP 

— LALIME'S MARTIAN (@LALIMESMARTIAN) JANUARY 29, 2022 

Boucher left the ice and didn’t return for the rest of that contest. The 67’s 
are likely to provide an update on Boucher’s status on Monday, but this is 
certainly a tough start for his OHL career. Boucher has had several false 
starts over the past couple of years, with an assortment of issues ranging 
from knee injuries to COVID-19. The hope is he would get a fresh start 

with the 67’s, but Friday’s injury casts a bit of an unknown cloud over his 
status. 

Meanwhile, another Sens first-round pick was trending on Twitter this 
weekend in a more positive light. Jake Sanderson had a magical sendoff 
to the Olympics, as his third-period highlight-reel goal capped a dramatic 
comeback for North Dakota against St. Cloud State. 

O-L-Y-M-P-I-A-N   #NODAKSENS PIC.TWITTER.COM/JXDORCLXYT 

— LOCKED ON SENATORS (@SENSCENTRAL) JANUARY 30, 2022 

After the game, North Dakota head coach Brad Berry told reporters, “It 
was a high-end play. He’s a difference maker. His skating, his vision, his 
defending is elite. He’s a total all-around player.” 

Sanderson is now headed to Los Angeles, where he will fly to Beijing 
with other members of Team USA. He will miss anywhere from four-to-
six North Dakota games, depending on how the Americans fare in the 
Olympic tournament. The most likely scenario would see Sanderson 
return to the North Dakota lineup for a home series against Western 
Michigan at the end of February. 

After scoring that highlight-reel goal on Saturday evening, it’s fair to say 
Sanderson will board that charter plane to Beijing with a lot of 
confidence. 

A final thought on capacity limits 

Sens owner Eugene Melnyk certainly made some waves with his candid 
comments about the provincial restrictions on crowd size last week. 

Melnyk told Postmedia’s Bruce Garrioch, “It’s sad. I don’t know who the 
people are that come up with these rules. They’re misinformed and 
they’re miscalculated. They should be challenged and they will be 
challenged.” 

Later in the week, Senators president Anthony LeBlanc told Bill Carroll 
on 580 CFRA that Melnyk plans on putting a proposal together that urges 
the provincial government to ease the restrictions right away and allow 
more fans inside his building. Current provincial rules dictate that only 
500 fans can attend games between now and February 21. 

“Eugene’s approaching this purely through science. He’s employing 
scientists that he’s worked with over the last several decades so he can 
put together an argument of why these current restrictions that are in 
place for facilities like Canadian Tire Centre make absolutely no sense 
from a scientific point of view,” Leblanc told the radio station. 

As it currently stands, Ottawa is scheduled to play eight more home 
games at Canadian Tire Centre before February 21. After that, they could 
host 50 percent capacity (roughly 9,000 fans) until March 14 — when full 
capacity could be permitted once again. 

The Senators believe they should be back to full capacity right now. 

“We should be at 100 percent. We have the facilities. We have state-of-
the-art air flow. We have made sure everybody’s journey to the rink and 
back is safe,” Leblanc added. “We’ve hosted games with more than 
15,000 people and we didn’t have a single case spread within the 
facility.” 

I spent part of last week connecting with provincial officials to see if these 
comments moved the needle. 

While I don’t think these comments from Senators officials were the 
catalyst, we shouldn’t be surprised if there is some movement on the part 
of the province here. I think we might see some games in early February 
where the Senators could play in front of 25-50 percent capacity. I was 
told the province would continue to monitor this on a “week-to-week 
basis” so that leaves the door open for some movement. However, I 
would be shocked if there is any scenario that sees a return to 100 
percent capacity before the end of February. 

In the meantime, I think the Senators should use the 500-person limit to 
their full advantage. What if they had an online raffle to benefit the 
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Senators Community Foundation, where people could purchase a $5 
ticket with a chance to be one of the 500 fans to attend games? 

Imagine being one of only 500 people with a chance to see Trevor 
Zegras or Connor McDavid play live against Tim Stützle, Brady Tkachuk 
and Thomas Chabot? 

Let’s say 2,000 people decided to buy raffle tickets. Now you’re looking 
at $10,000 per game that you’ve raised for the charitable arm of your 
franchise. You could certainly safely seat 500 people inside the Canadian 
Tire Centre, while maintaining social distancing. You don’t have to open 
the concessions or go through any major logistical issues to get these 
people inside the building either. Let them park for free and use one main 
entrance to gain entry and leave the Canadian Tire Centre. 

It would be an easy way to raise some money for the Senators 
Community Foundation, while giving fans the chance to win their way into 
the building for a chance to watch some live NHL hockey. 

It’s certainly not the ideal scenario, but in the interim, it certainly feels like 
a win-win solution. 
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Bruins had a productive January but still need improvement in five-on-
five play 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated January 31, 2022, 3:15 p.m 

. 

The Bruins pocketed 3 points in their three-game trip that concluded with 
Sunday night’s 6-1 implosion in Dallas. 

So if there was something good for the Black and Gold to take out of the 
trip, it’s that they were able to tread water at .500, which is precisely how 
they dog-paddled and clung to the kickboard through most of the highly 
unremarkable months of October, November, and December. 

Then came the great Jan. 1 rejiggering of the top six forwards, eventually 
a sizzling power play, as well as the stabilizing glove and blocker of 
goalie Linus Ullmark, who won seven straight starts in January up until 
the road trip. 

Like the rest of the club, Ullmark turned up dull in Dallas, but he 
otherwise performed well on the trip, at his sharpest this season in the 4-
3 overtime loss in Denver in which he endured a 21-shot barrage over 
the final 23 minutes. 

The Avalanche, by the way, rolled to their 10th consecutive win Sunday, 
even with Nathan MacKinnon (injured by a Taylor Hall drive-by swipe) 
still recovering in the hurt locker. The distant sons of Ray Bourque and 
Patrick Roy are rolling, winners of 18 straight on home ice. 

Yep, until further notice, the Avalanche are the prohibitive Stanley Cup 
favorites. Take that from a guy who was out there early and often all 
those years when the Sharks steamrolled to the title (good spots, with 
folding chairs and chilled tall boys, still available along the San Jose 
parade route). 

Don’t anyone tell NESN’s Sammy Panayotovich there’s an old guy in 
town who’s been nailing these odds for decades. 

Overall, the Bruins harvested a bounty of 23 of 32 points (.719) in their 
11-4-1 January. Now with a 25-14-3 (.631) record ahead of Tuesday 
night’s visit by the Kraken, they haven’t actually locked up a playoff berth, 
but given the weakness of the East underliers, they likely could play .500 
over these final 40 games, finish with 93 points, and still clinch the No. 7 
or 8 seed. 

Of the eight teams in the East looking up at those eight seeds Monday 
morning, all were sub-.500 for the season. Only the Islanders (.486) look 
capable of threatening for the 7-8 slot, but they’ve lost two in a row and it 
appears age is catching up to Lou Lamoriello’s graybeards the way an 
AARP salesman hunts down high school reunions (classes 1989-92). 

However, win-one-lose-one is no way for any club with serious playoff 
intentions to finish out the final three months of the regular season. The 
target, as stated again during the road trip by coach Bruce Cassidy, 
remains a 50-win season, a haul that would assure 100 points and 
possibly a top-three finish in the Atlantic Division. Ideally, it also would 
assure some confidence when going up against the likes of, say, Eastern 
heavies Florida, Tampa Bay, and Carolina (all .700-plus) in a best-of-
seven series. 

Can Brad Marchand and the Bruins finish the regular season with at least 
50 wins? Bruce Cassidy certainly hopes so. 

Beyond the wins, the red-hot power play, and Ullmark’s welcomed uptick, 
the Bruins saw a dramatic surge in five-on-five scoring in January. Exhibit 
A: They rattled off 14 consecutive even-strength goals in their first three 
games of the month, all wins, by a collective score of 14-7. 

That put to rest a three-month narrative that they could not deliver at five-
on-five. As of Monday morning, 81 of the Bruins’ 127 goals (63.8 percent) 
had been scored at five-on-five. That’s right in the neighborhood with the 
65.5 percent rating of the combined pack of Panthers, Avalanche, 
Lightning, Wild, and Blues — the five clubs with the most goals in the 
NHL. 

The other side of the five-on-five story isn’t so rosy. 

Five of the six Dallas goals Sunday night were scored five-on-five. Yes, 
the Bruins have connected 81 times at full manpower this season, but 
they’ve also yielded 83. 

As for the top five scoring clubs, they’ve connected 534 times at five-on-
five, but allowed only 408. On average, each of those clubs has 
outscored the opposition by 25 goals at five-on-five, compared with the 
Bruins at minus-2. 

Clubs looking to make more than a cameo appearance in the postseason 
must hope to gain the edge when going mano a mano. Thus far, the 
Bruins have fallen short of the hope. They’ve won only one of their last 
four games (1-2-1), and were beaten up, 13-6, at even strength. Not a 
recipe for success, be it regular, post-, or beer-league season. 

What does the rest of the season hold for David Pastrnak and the 
Bruins? 

Meanwhile, the expansionist Kraken, here for the first visit in franchise 
history, may not score in abundance, collecting only 115 goals to date. 
However, when comparing five-on-five numbers, they run with the big 
dogs, connecting 76 times for a 66.1 percent rating, actually a fraction 
better than the average of the biggest goal-scoring teams. Impressive. 

Trouble is, Seattle has allowed 109 goals at five-on-five for a big ol’ 
minus-33. In large part, that’s why the NHL’s Original 32nd franchise 
ranked No. 29 in Monday morning’s leaguewide standings. 

The season rolls on. The second half is upon the Bruins. Seven weeks to 
the trade deadline, as the numbers tell us, still some fixin’ to do. 
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BHN Puck Links: Bergeron Still Not Signing Extension, NHL Trade 
Rumors 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  
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The Boston Bruins dropped their second dud in less than two weeks. 
Should Bruins fans be worried? 

Patrice Bergeron made it clear again that he’s not signing any extensions 
with the Boston Bruins until after the season, if at all. 

Montreal Canadiens defenseman Jeff Petry reportedly ask for a trade 
back in December. This news comes as teams head off to their All-Star 
breaks, and the NHL trade chatter is really picking up. So could he and 
others around the NHL switch teams in the coming week? 

That and more in the latest BHN Puck Links: 

Boston Bruins 

Did the Boston Bruins clearly go out Tyler Seguin style in Big D Saturday 
while Seguin rested up for the game? (Boston Hockey Now) 

To those that continually blame the goalie when reacting to a game like 
Sunday, and make it clear they know nothing about hockey, please read 
what Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy had to say after his team 
got beat 6-1 by the Dallas Stars on Sunday night. (Boston Hockey Now) 

Let the Patrice Bergeron to the Montreal Canadiens rumors simmer. 
Bergeron still won’t commit to playing for the Bruins after this season. 
(Boston Hockey Now) 

National Hockey Now 

Since he returned from Michigan a few weeks back and left his family 
behind for the rest of the season, Montreal Canadiens defenseman Jeff 
Petry has played like someone who has checked out. On Saturday night, 
that was never more obvious as Petry didn’t do anything to stand up for 
his teammate Sam Montembeaut when Edmonton Oilers forward Zack 
Kassian barreled the Habs goalie over behind the net.  

On Monday, TSN 690 host Tony Marinaro shed some light on the subject 
that may explain the way Petry has acted on and off the ice and reported 
that Petry asked for a trade in mid-December. (TSN 690) 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz doesn’t think his team’s slow 
starts are an issue. (NYI Hockey Now) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are suddenly sliding and the NHL trade rumor 
vultures are circling. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

Washington Capitals forward Evgeny Kuznetsov is headed to Las Vegas 
for the All-Star game. (Washington Hockey Now) 

Florida Panthers forward Owen Tippett is reportedly on the NHL trade 
market. (Florida Hockey Now) 

So what’s right and what’s wrong with the Detroit Red Wings at the 
halfway mark of their season? (Detroit Hockey Now) 

The Vegas Golden Knights locked up three players to extensions 
Sunday. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Will the San Jose Sharks be able to start turning moral victories into 
actual victories? (San Jose Hockey Now) 

The Vancouver Canucks are suddenly the subject of plenty of NHL trade 
rumors again. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

NHL 

Snowy Strong! I had the pleasure of being mentored by Calgary Flames 
assistant GM Chris Snow’s Dad Bob Snow. Bob passed away from ALS 
three years ago and now Chris is fighting the deadly disease with 
courage in his Dad’s honor. Keep fighting Chris! (Sportsnet) 
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Cassidy On Boston Bruins ‘D’: ‘You’ve Got To Execute At NHL Level’ 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

The Boston Bruins have ended a three-game road trip with a thud after it 
started with some serious potential. 

The B’s still managed to take three out of a possible six points in the 
three games out West vs. Colorado, Arizona and Dallas, but it was a 
bitter taste ending in a futile, listless 6-1 loss to the Stars at American 
Airlines Arena on Sunday night. 

The Boston Bruins didn’t manage much sustained offense during the 
game aside from a Craig Smith goal that ruined the shutout and snapped 
a personal six game pointless streak, and the defensive effort was even 
worse. There were breakdowns all over the ice, soft play in the slot and 
net-front areas and very subpar efforts all-around from Urho 
Vaakanainen (on the ice for three goals against), Derek Forbort and Mike 
Reilly (a combined minus-6 on Sunday) on the left side of Boston’s 
defense. 

This Alex Radulov breakaway goal right up the middle of the neutral zone 
with Forbort and Reilly on the ice and newcomer Steven Fogarty at 
center? Too damn easy. 

THAT’S the celly we’ve ALL been waiting on! 

 : @BallySportsSW Plus | #TexasHockey pic.twitter.com/LoqL15IlKy 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) January 31, 2022 

None of this is going to stop the calls for the Boston Bruins to greatly 
improve their back end play by pushing to trade for a guy like Arizona 
Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun, who would immediately slot in as 
the top D-man on the left side. Whether it was in the D-zone or in the 
neutral zone, the defense was lacking for the Black and Gold. 

“We’ve just got to be harder back there. It starts on your back end, 
winning your battles, getting the puck out of your zone. In this case, it 
was farther up the ice. You’ve got to execute at an NHL level, especially 
against good teams. They’re really pushing it,” said Boston Bruins head 
coach Bruce Cassidy. “We didn’t do enough of that tonight. On the 
offensive side of it, we didn’t do it either…put those two things together 
against a good hockey club that defends well, it was going to be an uphill 
battle and we just didn’t figure it out.” 

Linus Ullmark was pulled midway through the second period after 
allowing four goals on 15 shots in favor of getting some work for rookie 
Jeremy Swayman, but Sunday night’s one-sided defeat at the hands of 
Dallas was not about the goaltending. Cassidy was quick to point that 
amidst the rubble of Boston’s second blowout loss in the last couple of 
weeks after losing 7-1 to the Carolina Hurricanes as well. 

“We didn’t do enough in front of him,” said Cassidy. “It was a little more of 
we’ll get him out there, he’s done some good work for us. We weren’t 
playing great, get Swayman some work back at the NHL level. I think 
most of the goals, you can’t put on the goaltending. I don’t think 
goaltending was the problem tonight at all. Just too many opportunities 
for them.” 

The simple truth is that it’s not going to get any easier for the Black and 
Gold. The good news is that they have a big cushion for a playoff spot 
and are well within striking distance to elevate further just four points 
behind the Toronto Maple Leafs for the third spot in the Atlantic Division. 
But there will be more, not less, nights when the legs or the will aren’t 
going to be there for the Bruins in an extremely busy second half of the 
year. 

It’s why the Boston Bruins can’t fritter away points trying to get a rusty 
Tuukka Rask into game shape or take nights off against beatable 
opponents like the Dallas Stars. Unfortunately, that wasn’t the case on 
Sunday night in Dallas when the Boston Bruins showed little-to-nothing 
against a Stars hockey club that was clearly ready to go. 
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Tuukka Rask’s untimely injury puts him on the clock for a Bruins 
comeback 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Jan 31, 2022  

  

There are no sure things for a 34-year-old goalie coming off major hip 
surgery. 

Tuukka Rask learned that the hard way. On Jan. 24, Rask did not feel 
right after a 5-3 loss to Anaheim. He has been sidelined since. 

Sunday marked Linus Ullmark’s third straight start. He did not finish it. 
Ullmark was pulled after Dallas grabbed a 4-0 lead in the second period. 
Jeremy Swayman, recalled from Providence on Saturday, saw his first 
NHL action since Jan. 6. Swayman may get Tuesday’s game against 
Seattle at TD Garden.  

That will give Rask the All-Star break to heal the lower-body injury that 
has ailed him since his last start. Whether that will be enough time for 
Rask to recover is unknown. 

If everything goes right for Rask, he could be back in action when the 
Bruins return from their All-Star pause on Feb. 8 against Pittsburgh. That 
is a big if.  

Even so, that would mark a reboot 26 days after his Jan. 13 season 
debut against Philadelphia. That is a considerable segment of time, 
which is not an infinite commodity for the would-be ace. 

Rask’s setback does not close the door on his comeback. But it is an 
unwelcome turn as the calendar pages continue to flip. The Bruins have 
40 games remaining in the regular season. They cannot devote all of 
them to determining whether the new Rask can be the old Rask in the 
playoffs. 

In other words, there will come a day when Rask and the Bruins have to 
say go or no-go on the postseason. It would be unfair to Rask, Ullmark 
and Swayman to tread too deeply into March or April without clarity on 
how they will proceed in May and June. The home stretch of the regular 
season will be devoted to priming the No. 1 goalie, whoever it may be, for 
playoff success.  

Before Rask’s injury, coach Bruce Cassidy estimated the ex-Vezina 
Trophy winner would need approximately eight starts to knock off his 
rust. So far, he’s gotten four. How many more he’ll need upon return is 
difficult to say. That will depend on how he’s feeling and how he’s 
playing. Based on his stop-and-start health and leaky performance, eight 
starts may not be enough. 

He was excellent in his first game against the Flyers. Carolina pumped 
five pucks past Rask in the first period of a 7-1 rout on Jan. 18. He was 
better in a 3-2 win over Winnipeg on Jan. 22. But Rask hit the skids 
against the Ducks, when he allowed five goals on 27 shots. The leakiest 
was an Isac Lundestrom slow-moving shorty. 

Rask cited depth in his net, tracking and puck play as his bugaboos 
against Anaheim. He said nothing about an injury. 

“Looking briefly at those goals, I’m too deep in the crease. I’m giving too 
much net away,” said Rask (.844 all-situations save percentage through 
four appearances) after the loss. “Tracking the puck, obviously it’s not as 
sharp as it should be. Puck play also. A lot of things. Then again, it’s 
going to come. I’m going to work on it. I made some saves at times, 
showing that it’s still there. But the inconsistency within the game, you 
can’t let in one or two bad goals a game. Because you’re doing the total 
opposite you’re supposed to do at that point.” 

Rask still has time. The Bruins have 11 games in February. They have 
14 in March.  

Their January surge has also given Rask more runway. They are nine 
points clear of Detroit for the No. 2 wild-card slot. Wins are not as 
precious as they were at the beginning of the month when the Bruins 
started out of the playoff picture. If necessary, they can afford to sacrifice 
points if it means giving Rask starts with the intention of clarifying his 
future. 

So if Rask is feeling better after the All-Star break, he should have 
enough time to share the crease with Ullmark and see how his game 
develops. But at some point, both sides will have to make the call. Rask 
has said he only wants to help the team win. If the best way he can do 
that is by surrendering the net to Ullmark and Swayman, he will do so. 
He is a pro. 

It will put the Bruins back where they started. Ullmark and Swayman will 
compete for the net, just like they did at the beginning of the season. 
There have been pockets of turbulence, especially early. But they were 
good in December and January prior to Rask’s re-entry. 

Rask is unrestricted at year’s end. The future belongs to the 28-year-old 
Ullmark and 23-year-old Swayman. The next month will go a long way in 
determining whether their time will be sooner than expected. 
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The Athletic / Canadian women’s Olympic team cheat sheet: Everything 
you need to know about their quest for gold 

 

By Hailey Salvian Feb 1, 2022 

 

Since the gold medal game at the 2018 PyeongChang Olympics hit 
nearly 8 million viewers in Canada and the U.S., there haven’t been 
many opportunities to watch the women’s game at the highest level — 
just two (the 2019 and 2021 women’s World Championships), to be 
exact. 

In 2018, there were two leagues for women to play in: the U.S.-based 
NWHL and Canada’s CWHL. The latter folded on the eve of the 2019 
women’s Worlds. There has been no new professional league in Canada 
since. Instead, there’s been a movement led by the by the Professional 
Women’s Hockey Player’s Association to create a truly professional 
league for the best players to play in. 

While the future of pro women’s hockey remains a major question mark, 
it’s time to focus on the games being played at the highest level on the 
biggest stage — and Canada’s opportunity to find redemption after a 
silver medal finish in 2018.  

If you’ve been following The Athletic’s Olympic coverage, you’ll know we 
already have a deep-dive on who cracked the roster, and a tournament 
power rankings, with plenty more to come. 

With Canada’s first game slated for Wednesday night (11 p.m. ET), 
here’s a comprehensive preview of Team Canada — looking at who is on 
the roster, what games should be circled on your calendar, as well as the 
top players and storylines to watch. 

The roster 

Canada’s roster was selected in January from the initial group of 29 
players who were chosen to centralize (live and train) in Calgary ahead 
of the Games. 

Led by director of the women’s program Gina Kingsbury and head coach 
Troy Ryan, 23 players — 13 forwards, seven defenders and three goalies 
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— are on Canada’s official roster. The IIHF has allowed expanded 
rosters due to COVID-19, but it has not been reported whether or not 
Canada decided to take extra skaters. 

Here’s the roster with my best guess at the lines, pairs and goalie depth 
chart. 

This group, like at Worlds, strikes a healthy balance between returning 
veterans and new faces. Ten players (Fillier, Rattray, Maltais, Thompson, 
Ambrose, Zandee-Hart, Bell, Shelton, Maschmeyer and Campbell) will 
make their Olympic debuts in Beijing. There are 13 returning Olympians 
from the 2018 Olympics. 

Six players (Poulin, Jenner, Johnston, Daoust, Spooner, and Larocque) 
won gold in 2014, and two (Poulin and Johnston) won gold in 2010. 

Not retuning from 2018 are: Meghan Agosta, Bailey Bram, Laura Fortino, 
Haley Irwin, Genevieve Lacasse, Brigette Lacquette, Meaghan 
Mikkelson, Lauriane Rougeau, Benn Wakefield and Shannon Szabados. 

Twenty-two of the 23 players named to the Olympic roster won a gold 
medal at the 2021 Worlds. Only Micah Zandee-Hart missed the 
tournament due to injury. 

The schedule 

Let’s start with some basics. The women’s hockey tournament begins on 
Feb. 2 — technically Feb. 3 in Beijing. Canada will be in Group A, along 
with their rival Team USA. Also in the top tier group are Finland, 
Switzerland and the Russian Olympic Committee. 

Canada will play four round-robin matches within their pool before the 
knockout stages begin Feb. 10. Each Canada game during the group 
stages will begin at 11 p.m. Eastern (projected 11:10 puck drop). 

There are a few games in the prelims to circle on your calendar if you’re 
looking for a competitive game or to get a glimpse at some of the best 
players in the world. 

Switzerland is an intriguing Olympic-opener for Canada. They haven’t 
had a ton of trouble against the Swiss, but the team is fun to watch, given 
the talent on their roster. Alina Muller is one of the best players in the 
world. This will be her third Olympics, and she’s only 23 years old. At 15 
years old, Muller was the youngest hockey player to win an Olympic 
medal in Sochi, and she led the 2018 tournament in goals and points. 
She was also named the top forward. 

Finland upset Canada in the 2019 semifinals en route to its first-ever 
silver medal at the worlds. It was only Finland’s second victory over 
Canada in any competition. That program has been growing over the 
years, and they feature some top-end talent highlighted by Jenni 
Hiirikoski. 

And of course, there’s the latest edition of the beautiful Canada-USA 
rivalry to end the preliminary rounds. 

Then there’s the potential for quarterfinal, semifinal and medal game 
action. The schedule is as follows. 

The quest for gold 

For the first time in 20 years, Canada is heading into an Olympic 
tournament as the reigning runners-up. 

The United States won gold in 2018 (not that anyone has forgotten), 
which was their first Olympic title since 1998. The U.S. enter the 2022 
Games as the reigning champs and the No. 1 ranked team in the world 
by the IIHF. 

Canada wants to redeem their second-place finish in Sochi. How are 
they going to do it? 

Well, Canada currently has impressive forward depth and a solid blue 
line, highlighted by a lethal one-two punch in their top-six (the 1A and 1B 
lines, if you will). 

Canada also has players at different stages of their careers (rookies and 
four-time Olympians) coming together for a common goal. I’ve heard 
from many players that this group is “special” because of the way the 
veterans have embraced the rookies and allowed them to feel 
comfortable and confident in such a high-pressure environment. 

“It was our goal from the start to make sure that rookies felt that they 
could step in and they belong,” Brianne Jenner said this summer. “You 
know, they don’t have to come in and be timid and be silent, they can be 
themselves right away and feel safe in this environment and safe to be 
themselves and to be the player that they are, because there’s a reason 
that they’re here.” 

Performances at Worlds like that of Fillier are a positive symptom of that 
environment. Replicating that environment in Beijing will be key. 

Their style of play will help, too. When they’re on their game, Canada 
plays a fast, skilled and physical style that makes them a pain to face on 
the ice. 

Canada’s depth and control of the shot share made them difficult to 
handle at Worlds this summer, outscoring opponents 34-7 en route to 
their first world title since 2012. It was, without question, the best version 
of Team Canada hockey that we’ve seen in years. 

The big question: Can they recreate that at the Olympics and top the 
Americans yet again? 

Similar to Dom Luszczyszyn’s NHL model, our contributing analyst 
Alyssa Longmuir used a Game Score–based model that was adapted for 
women’s hockey by Mike Murphy to evaluate each team’s rosters 
heading into the Games. According to this model, Canada is projected to 
not only make it to the gold medal game, but win. 

As you can see by the high GSVA numbers for the top three lines, 
Canada’s projection is largely a credit to their depth and balanced attack 
(which we will get into shortly). Canada, by the metrics and eye test, has 
the best roster from top to bottom. Their dominant performance at Worlds 
should also make them a gold medal favourite. 

However, anything can happen in a tournament like this. Because of the 
Americans’ body of work over the last decade — winning the last 
Olympic gold medal and eight world championships — I’m not prepared 
to call the Canadians the overwhelming favourites. 

We can probably predict that Canada and the U.S. will  face off in the 
final — historically that has been the case — and while those games are 
difficult to predict, they always deliver. 

Three players to watch 

Marie-Philip Poulin: It’s been almost 12 years since an 18-year-old Poulin 
stormed onto the scene at the 2010 Olympics. She scored two goals in 
the finals to win a gold medal on home soil. She scored the gold medal-
winner in 2014 too. Then she did it again at the world championships in 
August to beat the Americans in overtime. 

What is there really left to say about Poulin that hasn’t been said in the 
last decade? 

She’s Canada’s captain. She’s clutch. No moment is too big for her to 
show up for. And with a game on the line, there is nobody you want with 
the puck more. She’s demonstrated that time and time again with five 
goals in Olympic gold medal games. This will be Poulin’s fourth 
Olympics. And for my money, she’s still the best player in the world. 

Mélodie Daoust: Daoust is a dynamic, puck-on-a-string-type player who 
has now been named MVP of the 2018 Olympics and the 2021 Worlds. 
Her play-driving style at Worlds helped to create one of the most 
consistently impactful lines at the tournament and earned her the lead in 
points, with six goals and 12 points in seven games. She’s long had 
excellent chemistry with Poulin for club (CWHL Montreal) and country, 
but recent games have proven that Daoust can drive a line, and put up 
numbers, on her own. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 1, 2022 

 

Erin Ambrose: It’s been a long road for Ambrose to make her first 
Olympic team after getting cut in 2018. But she put in the work, got 
faster, most explosive and more confident in her game. Now she’s an 
Olympian and one of the best defenders in Canada. 

Ambrose is the team’s power-play quarterback. She kills penalties and 
takes on second-pair minutes at five-on-five. She has never been the 
fastest skater, but what makes her so intriguing is her smarts. Her 
hockey IQ is so high that you rarely see Ambrose need to skate out of a 
bad situation. She makes the right play, pass, or rush at an effective rate. 

The 2021 worlds was, perhaps, the first time we’ve seen a truly dominant 
Ambrose on the international stage. She was rewarded with a gold medal 
and an All-Star nod. Let’s see if she can recreate that in Beijing. 

Three players to meet 

Sarah Fillier: If you watched Worlds, you know who Fillier is. She was a 
standout at the tournament and announced her arrival on the 
international stage. Now, it’s time for her Olympic debut; she’s projected 
to play on Canada’s second line. 

Fillier has been tapped as the future of hockey in Canada, and you’ll see 
why when you watch her play. She’s an excellent skater, with great 
hands, a deceptive shot and good vision. Fillier is very impressive in 
transition, and her ability to read the game and almost toy with her 
opponents makes for an enjoyable watch. 

Her coach at Princeton, Cara Morey, said Fillier is one of the best 200-
foot players in North America: “She’s a once-in-a-decade type player.” 

Claire Thompson: Thompson stepped into a top-four role in her first world 
championship and looked confident and poised in every game. She’s 
smart defensively, can make a good first pass and started to show more 
confidence jumping into the rush as the tournament went on. Through 
centralization, she’s gotten more special teams reps and responsibilities. 
Thompson looks primed to be a future cornerstone of the Canada blue 
line. 

Micah Zandee-Hart: Zandee-Hart was among the final cuts for the 2018 
Olympics. She played in the 2019 Worlds, made the 2020 Worlds, which 
were cancelled due to COVID-19, and missed the 2021 tournament due 
to season-ending shoulder surgery. She might be on the third pair 
throughout the tournament, but Beijing should be a nice return to the 
Canadian national team for a player poised to be a central piece of the 
blue line in the years to come. 
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The Athletic / How much worse can it get for the historically awful 
Canadiens? Plus Capitals, Devils and more 

 

By Sean McIndoe Jan 31, 2022 

 

There were a lot of good games this weekend, and it’s tough to pick out 
which one was the best. The Lightning and Golden Knights put on a 
show that had “final preview” vibes, although that one loses some shine 
for ending in a shootout. Panthers and Sharks was all sorts of fun. The 
Flames and Canucks served up something for you weirdos who like 1-0 
games. We had number retirements in Dallas and New York. The Kings 
and Penguins had their moments. You want the weekend’s best game, 
you could make a case for any of those. 

But the most fascinating games? That one’s easy. 

It has to have been Saturday’s showdown between the Oilers and 
Canadiens. Two teams whose seasons have gone off the rails, one of 
which seemed to be turning things around and still had something to play 

for. It was Evander Kane’s debut for the Oilers, signaling some new hope 
to go with all the trepidation that comes along with rolling the dice on a 
guy like that. Edmonton came in having won three in a row to creep back 
into playoff contention, but knowing that a loss to the lowly Habs would 
snuff out any momentum. The Canadiens were looking for something, 
anything to grasp onto, just a little bit of optimism for a team that’s well 
beyond crisis mode. 

Well, they held Connor McDavid off the scoreboard. There’s that. They 
still absolutely got their doors blown off, losing 7-2. It got just a little better 
the next night, when they kept it relatively close and lost 6-3. That was 
against Columbus, who are supposed to be bad, but nobody is bad 
against this Montreal team. Not the Blue Jackets, not the Coyotes, not 
you and your out-of-shape friends, as long as that one guy with the 
goalie equipment shows up. If not, maybe it stays close. 

THE CANADIENS ARE AN ABSOLUTE HORROR SHOW. THEY 
LEGITIMATELY MIGHT NOT WIN ANOTHER GAME THIS YEAR 

— DOM AT THE ATHLETIC (@DOMLUSZCZYSZYN) JANUARY 31, 
2022 

So where do we go from here? We’ll start with what’s quickly becoming 
my new favorite tradition down in the bottom five section: the weekly 
Brutal But Accurate Arpon Habs Headline. This week’s entry is The 
‘unwatchable’ Canadiens continue to re-define what rock bottom means 
to them. 

That might be underselling it. Montreal has given up 26 goals in their last 
four games, lost six straight, and also 12 of 13, and also 19 of 21 … good 
lord they’re terrible. I think I’d actually feel bad for them if I didn’t still have 
fresh scars. 

What’s gone wrong? Pretty much everything. Really, the 2021-22 Habs 
are becoming the test case for what happens to a team when absolutely 
everything that could go wrong does, all at once. Most teams eventually 
have to deal with a string of injuries, or COVID-19, or their star goalie 
missing extended time, or their best defenseman being unavailable, or 
their young stars stalling out, or a key offensive blueliner falling off a cliff, 
or front office upheaval, or a lame-duck coach, or one of the most brutal 
road trips ever. But all of that happening at the same time?  You get this. 
And this is terrible. 

We’re at the point now where you wonder just how bad it can get. The 
worst season in 104 years of the franchise is certainly in play, and I’m 
sure the members of the 1939-40 team are ready to pop champagne 
corks for that. Worst team of the cap era? They’re already on pace for 
that. Worst team in modern NHL history that wasn’t a recent expansion 
team? That one should be safe thanks to the 1989-90 Nordiques, but 
they still might have a shot at grabbing second place from a 1983-84 
Penguins team that was openly tanking for Mario Lemieux. Oh, and the 
Habs are somehow doing this in an era where you get points for losing. It 
shouldn’t even be possible, but here we are. 

REALLY STARTING TO FEEL LIKE THE CANADIENS COULD END UP 
BEING THE WORST TEAM IN THE HISTORY OF THE NHL 

— SEAN GENTILLE (@SEANGENTILLE) JANUARY 31, 2022 

And sure, maybe at this point you just root for rock bottom. Maximize the 
lottery odds, clean out as much deadwood as possible, find a new coach 
in the offseason, get Carey Price back whenever he’s ready, and hope all 
this losing builds character for the young kids instead of ruining them. If 
you break a few records in the process, hey, who’s counting. 

Everything on the table. Except for the ping pong balls giving you Shane 
Wright, of course, because why would anything good happen in a season 
like this? 

On to the rankings. I bet you’ll never guess who’s holding down the 
number one spot in the bottom five? 

Road to the Cup 
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The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

A reminder that the All-Star break is almost upon us, meaning most 
teams only have a game or two this week. As for All-Star weekend, the 
skills competition returns on Friday, with the mini-tournament following on 
Saturday afternoon. Which division will take the crown, joining the list of 
past winners you have zero recollection of? Which players will still figure 
out a way to skip out on the whole thing over the next few days? Which 
player from the host city will be named MVP whether they deserve it or 
not? Will anyone actually try? Tune in and find out. Or don’t. 

5. Minnesota Wild (27-10-3, +35 true goals differential*) — The Penguins 
responded to their top-five debut last week by losing to the Red Wings, 
Kraken and Kings. OK, fine, hint taken, I didn’t want you at my party 
anyway. 

Instead, we’ll go back to the Wild for the first time since a couple of 
appearances in December. They’ve won five straight and Cam Talbot is 
back, and their games in hand mean the race for home ice in the Central 
isn’t anywhere near as close as it looks. Also, this guy seems good. 

LAST 20 GAMES FOR KIRILL KAPRIZOV: 

•13 GOALS 

•21 ASSISTS 

•23 5V5 POINTS 

•0 POINTS JUST TWICE, 3+ POINTS FOUR TIMES 

•WILD UP 28-13 WITH HIM ON ICE AT 5V5 

— DIMITRI FILIPOVIC (@DIMFILIPOVIC) JANUARY 31, 2022 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (29-10-6, +28) — Their last game before the 
break is tomorrow against the Sharks, a team they recently beat 7-1, so 
that could be interesting. In more concerning news, this week we found 
out that Pat Maroon is the team DJ and makes them listen to country 
music, which Victor Hedman hates. If they don’t win the Cup this year, 
dibs on using that factoid to write an overwrought story about divisions in 
the locker room. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-2, +48) — They’ve won four in a row, all by 
one goal, which I think means they’re playing playoff hockey. Or at least 
they were — they’re one of the few teams that are already done and 
headed out for their break. 

2. Florida Panthers (31-9-5, +55) — OK, I want everyone to be honest. 
Do we buy Jonathan Huberdeau’s half-hearted attempt to pass this off as 
an intentional fake, or do we think he was going for the flip pass or the 
Michigan, lost the handle, and then improvised? 

I’m leaning toward door two. But there’s a shortlist of guys who might 
actually be creative and skilled enough to go for the fake and Huberdeau 
is on it. Let me know what you think. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (32-8-3, +52) — Ho-hum, ten in a row, even 
without their best player. Hey, remember when they lost a few games 
early and I kept them in the top five all the same because I was taking 
the long view and some of you told me to watch the games because your 
favorite team was clearly better? Those were good times, I enjoyed that a 
lot. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals — We haven’t checked in on the 
Capitals in a while. In fact, they’ve only really shown up in this feature 
once, back at the end of November, when they made a single 
appearance in the number five spot. They were technically holding down 
first place that week, but I was a little more skeptical than the standings 
said I should be. 

Apparently, I was right — their next game was a crushing late collapse 
against the Panthers. They’ve gone 10-9-4 since that ranking, and 
haven’t beaten a legitimate contender unless you count the Predators 
while losing in regulation to teams like the Panthers, Penguins, Blues, 
Bruins (twice) and Knights. 

They’re just not very good these days, at least by the cutthroat standards 
of the Metro. They started so well and the East is so top-heavy that 
they’re in no danger of missing the playoffs, but they don’t look like the 
Cup threat they once did. That’s despite Alexander Ovechkin still rolling 
toward an impossible career year at 36, Nicklas Backstrom being back, 
and Evgeny Kuznetsov scoring higher than a point a game for the first 
time in four years. John Carlson’s been good. Tom Wilson’s been fine, 
and is staying out of trouble. They’re reasonably healthy. The underlying 
numbers are solid. What’s going on here? 

It’s a mystery. Except maybe it isn’t. Their goaltending has been bad. 

That’s not the whole story, but it’s a lot of it. Hockey will do that to you 
sometimes. Your goalie goes cold, you mix in some bad puck luck, and a 
good team turns ordinary. Ilya Samsonov has been shaky all year, which 
is bad news both for this season and beyond. Vitek Vanecek is a bit 
harder to read, with two shutouts in the last few weeks including Friday in 
Dallas. But is he the guy you trust to take you into what could be your last 
best playoff run of the Ovechkin era? And if not him, who? There are 
options available on the trade market, but let’s be real — we’re all 
thinking Marc-Andre Fleury here. That might not be the right move, but it 
would be a hell of a story, as the old rival from so many past playoff 
battles returns to lead the way. If we can’t get Fleury vs. the Knights the 
way I’ve been hoping for, Fleury vs. the Penguins wouldn’t be a bad 
consolation prize. 

With no real playoff pressure to speak of, that may be a move that can 
wait until the deadline. Until then, the Caps get the Penguins and Oilers 
this week before the All-Star break, which should be fun. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and a shot at 
Shane Wright. 

Just in case you haven’t had your life ruined yet: 

A PUCK SOUP LISTENER HAS BUILT A PLAYABLE ONLINE 
VERSION OF GORDLE: HTTPS://T.CO/WNVT7QQAIQ 

— DOWN GOES BROWN (@DOWNGOESBROWN) JANUARY 20, 
2022 

Fair warning, Gordle is way harder than Wordle, because hockey player 
names make no sense. But it’s still fun, and all my closest friends are 
doing it. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (14-22-8, -37) — The losing streak is finally over, 
with the Flyers getting an OT win over the Kings to end a 13-game 
drought. It still featured a blown lead in the final minute of regulation to 
give the Kings a point, which could help determine home-ice advantage if 
these two teams meet in the Stanley Cup Final. 

In other news, Chuck Fletcher has been given a “blank check” to fix the 
team, which will no doubt be very helpful in a hard cap league. What he 
doesn’t seem to have been given is time, at least according to Comcast 
Spectator CEO Dave Scott’s belief that the team can be “in it” next year. 
Charlie does a good job of breaking down the flaws in the plan, if it even 
is a plan. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (14-23-7, -38) — This was a very weird week for the 
Sabres — one that featured a goalie suspension, a ridiculous shortage at 
the position, that suspended goalie getting waived despite the shortage, 
and a gameday COVID-19 outbreak 

Add it all up, and it’s pretty impressive they walked away from the 
weekend with a win, even one that came against the Coyotes. They even 
made the Avalanche sweat a little bit. Not great, but under the 
circumstances, not bad at all. 
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3. Seattle Kraken (14-26-4, -40) — The schedule remains tough, and this 
week that meant one OT win out of three games. They stay on the road 
for the Bruins and Islanders before they can regroup over the break. 
Their first game back is against the Coyotes, so if Shane Wright doesn’t 
text you back that night you know what he’s watching. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (10-29-4, -65) — You have to give them credit, 
they’re keeping pace with the Canadiens. The Coyotes have now lost five 
straight, all in regulation and by a combined score of 22 to 8. Or, as the 
Habs would call it, “defensive battles”. 

1. Montreal Canadiens (8-29-7, -74) — Other than all that, week went 
great. 

Not ranked: New Jersey Devils — The last time we checked in on the 
Devils was at the end of December, when they briefly dipped into the 
bottom five after a six-game losing streak. One month later, things are 
better, if only slightly. The Devils reeled off three straight wins after 
snapping that December skid, but have won only two of ten since, with all 
eight losses in regulation. 

That stretch includes back-to-back games where they lost to the Coyotes 
and then beat the Hurricanes, which is a nice reminder that nobody 
knows anything and all of this is meaningless. It also drove home how 
hard this team is to read at times. On some days they seem like a 
rebuilding team that’s doing a fairly typical two steps forward one step 
back sort of dance, but have a bright future thanks to Jack Hughes, Nico 
Hischier, Dougie Hamilton and a few other pieces. On other days, you 
wonder if a few other pieces is really enough this far into a rebuild, 
whether Mackenzie Blackwood isn’t what we thought in goal, and 
whether Lindy Ruff is really the guy to get the most out of this group. 

As often happens when a team is caught in the middle, even the good 
news comes with caveats. Jesper Bratt has been great this year, having 
the sort of breakout that every bad team needs from a young player or 
two … but it’s going to cost them. That’s not the end of the world, 
because the current cap is fine and P.K. Subban’s deal is almost off the 
books, but it’s one more thing for Tom Fitzgerald to figure out. And that’s 
a long list, especially with the deadline looming and essentially zero hope 
of any meaningful games ahead. Right now, Andreas Johnsson is the 
only Devils name on our big board, and he’s not all that high. Other than 
Subban, there are no pending UFAs of any significance. Do you consider 
moving Damon Severson? Would anyone want Tomas Tatar? Do you 
just stay the course until the summer? Maybe that’s the best path, 
although you have to wonder if that’s enough for a team that keeps 
contending for Best Offseason championships and not much else. 

They’ll head into the break after getting the Leafs back-to-back starting 
tonight. Then it’s on to yet another second half that will be more about 
lottery odds than a playoff push, even if this is the year that it wasn’t 
supposed to be that way. 
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The Athletic / Shane Doan Q&A: Team Canada’s Olympic GM on Owen 
Power, Eric Staal and what we can expect from the team 

 

By Hailey Salvian and Ian Mendes Jan 31, 2022 

 

Sixteen years ago, Shane Doan and Eric Staal were Olympic teammates. 
That was back in 2006, when Canada finished 7th at the Turin Olympics 
— Canada’s worst-ever finish at an Olympic hockey tournament. 

Doan will reunite with Staal on the Olympic stage next week when the 
puck drops on the men’s Olympic hockey tournament in Beijing. This 
time, however, Doan will be general manager of Team Canada, and 

Staal — who was on the taxi squad in 2006 — will be one of his most 
important players. 

And the hope is that the result will be different. 

The GM of Canada’s men’s Olympic team spoke with “The Athletic 
Hockey Show” about Staal, what we can expect from Team Canada at 
the Olympics, what makes Owen Power an “incredible talent,” how to kill 
time on a long plane ride, and more. 

This conversation has been edited for length and clarity. You can listen to 
the full episode on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or whichever podcast 
platform you prefer. 

You guys are doing a training camp in Switzerland leading into the 
Olympics right now. What’s it like getting everybody together under one 
roof and trying to run a compressed training camp? 

You know, it has been difficult, as some of the leagues are ending at 
different times. The Swiss league actually has a couple more games to 
go before they can come see us. The Swedish league as well. The 
Russian league’s been done. So we got those guys. We got guys from 
the AHL, we got some guys from the NCAA. So it’s been interesting and 
it’s been a lot of fun. Our coaching staff’s done a great job of blending it 
all together. 

You were named the GM of the Spengler Cup, which kind of made 
everyone assume, “All right, he’ll kind of step into the Olympic role if the 
NHLers don’t go.” When did that idea get planted, and then when did you 
find out, “OK, this is what’s gonna happen. Start getting ready to build out 
your roster”? 

You know what, we actually started with the Channel One Cup, which is 
a tournament in Russia where Sweden, Finland, the Czech Republic and 
Russia play a four-team tournament against each other, each in their 
own home country. And then they have a final tournament at the end of it 
all. They let us play in the Russian one. And when they let us do that, we 
had to put a roster together of the KHL guys. So we started looking at 
guys, to make sure we understood who was available and to get a 
chance to look at them. From there, we were going to go to the Spengler. 

So then we’d had the opportunity to look at the KHL guys, and some of 
the guys from the Swedish league and from the Finnish league. And now 
we had a chance to look at everyone from the NL — the Swiss league 
here. When they canceled the Spengler, we were like, “Man, that’s 
probably looking like they might not be able to (bring NHL players to 
Beijing). We need to start putting a team together of both of those teams 
and whoever else we could bring from around the world.” 

How did you want to make this roster? Because you do have a nice mix. 
You get an older guy, like an Eric Staal, but you’re working in the Owen 
Powers and you’re working in Mason McTavish. Did you have an idea 
going in as a group that (you) were going to bring X number of young 
kids, X number of guys in the middle and maybe a couple of veteran 
guys? 

I think you have an idea in your head of what you want, but it kind of 
ebbs and flows throughout the whole process. Obviously, we’re ecstatic 
about the way it turned out, with having the opportunity to have a guy like 
Eric Staal come. Owen Power is a special talent, and Mason McTavish is 
a guy that we’re all gonna watch for a long, long time. But to have some 
of those veteran guys — we have Max Noreau, who played in the last 
Olympics in 2018. We have a couple other guys that played in the 2018 
Olympics, as well. We were just trying to make sure that we had a good 
mix of everybody. 

But the whole point was to win. It wasn’t like we had this plan of what we 
want to do and (what) we’re gonna build — our goal is to pick the best 
players that we could find and hope that they are the guys that are gonna 
bring us home gold. 

Could you maybe speak to Eric Staal and what he’s gonna bring to this 
roster? He was one of the better centres of his generation. He won gold 
in 2010 and you guys would’ve played at the same time, too. So what’s 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 1, 2022 

 

that like to have Eric Staal on Team Canada — and to now kind of be his 
boss? 

He’s elite. He’s won the Stanley Cup. He’s won the Conn Smythe. He’s 
won the Olympics. He’s won at every level. Him and I have played on 
Team Canada together a couple times. So to have him here, it’s 
incredible. It gives that credibility that, “This is Team Canada.” I know it’s 
putting pressure on Staaler, but he’s the guy that the other countries look 
to as well. They’re like, “Oh, we’re playing Team Canada. Eric Staal’s on 
that team.” It’s good for our own guys, too. They’re like, “Yeah, we are 
Team Canada, Eric Staal’s one of our main guys, and he’s somebody 
we’re gonna rally around, and he’s been here and he knows what it takes 
and he’s done this before.” So, it’s really nice to have him. And we’re 
very grateful that he said yes and was able to do it. It was one of those 
good days when it worked out. 

In the 2006 Olympics in Turin, Italy, you were on the team and he was on 
the taxi squad. What do you remember about Eric Staal, taxi squad 
member, 16 years ago? 

He’s a guy that as a centerman, he’s one of those generational guys that 
was the face of (the Carolina Hurricanes), that took them to the Stanley 
Cup and was a dominating player. He was a younger guy. I played with 
his younger brother Jordy, the following year. They’re a good family. Talk 
about good bloodlines there. I got to play with all four of them at one 
point. And they’re a special family. For him to be there was unique and 
something that — 2006 isn’t exactly the one we wanna remember, but at 
the same time, it was fun to be there. It’s the Olympics, which is so 
special. 

I know you said you got a good mix of veterans and some young guys — 
obviously, we’re talking about Eric. Just looking across at the U.S. roster, 
I think they grabbed about 15 college players. Was there an attempt to 
get more young players, like, college NHL prospects or CHL players? Did 
you find some roadblocks with getting CHL players into the mix? 

No, it was really the guys that we felt were capable of helping the most 
inside the parameters that were laid out in front of us. If (they) were on an 
NHL contract — even if it was a two-way contract — we weren’t allowed 
to have them. Mason McTavish was a unique situation, where he’d been 
sent down to play on his CHL team, so we had to ask them for 
permission. Peterborough and then Hamilton, they were great about 
letting him come. There (weren’t) really any roadblocks — but we have, I 
think, 4,500 NHL games on the roster. So it’s not that we didn’t go with 
the young guys. We went with the few that we thought could really help 
us. And we went with some guys that have had great careers in the NHL 
and are still having really good careers over in Europe. 

What do you think we’re gonna see from Owen Power in this 
tournament? 

I’m a huge Owen Power fan. I’ve known him for three or four years now. 
He’s an incredible talent. I don’t think people really understand how good 
he is. What he did for us at the world championships, this last one in 
Latvia, he was incredible. Nothing has really been handed to him. He’s 
had to go out and work for it. He wasn’t one of the guys that was chosen 
early on — that this guy’s predestined as a great player. He has kind of 
come on to the scene in the last year and a half, two years … for some. 
I’ve been a huge fan for the last four years. I’m just saying. But I think 
he’s gonna be great for us. He’s got some guys around him, some 
veteran guys on the blue line. Our blue line’s a veteran group for the 
most part, and that was important. And he’s gonna have the opportunity 
to be around those guys, and it’ll be good. 

You brought up Mason McTavish. My understanding was that when 
Mason was contacted by Hockey Canada, his parents were on the call. 
They got to share that moment and break the news. Were you on that 
call with Mason? Is that something you did with a number of players, that 
you allowed their family to be part of that process? 

I wasn’t on that call. That was Scott Salmond, with Hockey Canada. 
Mason had just been at the world juniors. Mason’s dad played over here 
in Switzerland, and (Mason) actually came over here and played in 

Switzerland himself during the 2020 year. So it was kind of an 
opportunity to let that happen that way. We wanted to make it special for 
guys if we could. For some of them, it was just cool to call some friends, 
people that I’d known and played with or against. That’s a much more 
enjoyable call than making the other ones. 

This isn’t the NHLers at the Olympics, which is what a lot of people 
wanted. But I think there’s an opportunity here for a lot of really great 
stories. This is a great opportunity for a lot of these players in this 
tournament. Is there somebody else that we maybe haven’t spoken 
about that we should really be looking out for, or someone that could 
have a big moment on the international stage? 

There’s some guys that have had chances in the past that are going to 
get another chance. You look at a guy like Josh Ho-Sang, that’s getting 
an opportunity to play, and play for his country. I think that’s a special 
moment. Matt Tomkins is a goaltender that we’re really excited about. 
(Goaltender) Devon Levi, I don’t know if you’ve seen his stats and what 
he’s done in the NCAA. It’s literally ridiculous, what he’s been doing. 
(Eddie Pasquale) has been — our three goaltenders, it was such a cool 
story, because all three of them called and were like, “I wanna be on the 
team. I don’t care where I’m at. Just let me be on the team. I wanna be 
on this team.” We were in the process of calling them, and they were 
calling to let us know how they don’t care. “We’ll play in any position, 
one, two or three.” 

That’s something that — as you see the love of our country and for our 
national program, that makes it special. There’s guys up front. I’m a big 
(Adam Cracknell) fan, of the way that he plays the game. Adam 
Tambellini. There’s gonna be guys that are gonna jump off the page for 
us, that are gonna have to have big tournaments. It’s gonna change their 
whole hockey career, the fact that they could win a gold for Team 
Canada and be a huge part of it. And I think that’s special. 

Devon Levi is having a historically good season at Northeastern. Our 
prospect writer, Scott Wheeler, was saying he’s a legitimate Hobey Baker 
frontrunner, and for him to be leaving that behind to come to this 
tournament — it’s pretty big. Can we expect him to get in some games 
because he left the program? Or was that just him being like, “I know I’m 
having a great NCAA career, but this is the Olympics. This is my country. 
I wanna be there.” 

I think there’s a huge element of that. I think that he is one of the 
frontrunners for the Hobey Baker, probably him and (forward) Jack 
McBain. Jack McBain has been having an unbelievable year, as well. I 
know his dad, and for him to get on this team was a cool moment, too. I 
think what Levi’s doing in Northeastern is — he has nine shutouts in like 
19 games — it’s unbelievable. We’ll see. I mean, that’s obviously gonna 
be up to the coaching staff to make that decision. That’s what camp’s all 
about. And all three of the guys, we’re so comfortable with all three. 
We’re fortunate to have that. 

What did Hockey Canada learn from the 2018 Olympics in 
Pyeongchang? Very similar circumstances, in terms of it not being a 
“best on best” and not having NHLers there. Are there any lessons from 
2018 that your group can bring into 2022? 

Just that anyone can win at any point. I don’t think anyone would’ve 
picked Germany to be a silver medalist at the Olympics in 2018, going 
into that tournament. And they were a minute and a half away from 
winning gold. So anybody can beat anyone, which is incredibly hard to 
deal with, because every single game is going to be that important. And 
yet, at the same time, it’s encouraging. Every single game is going to be 
that important. It’s a double-edged sword. You understand it goes both 
ways, and we can’t wait for the opportunity to do that. 

In an ideal world for Shane Doan, what would a best-on-best calendar 
look like down the road? Would you like to see NHLers in the Olympics? 
Would you like to see the World Cup worked in? Either/or? Both?  

I for sure think that we should be in the Olympics. That’s just my own 
personal opinion. Lots of people disagree with that. The Olympics is the 
best part of sports, period. It’s not our sport. It’s just the best part of 
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sports, period. There’s no money. There’s no nothing. It’s just, “who’s the 
best.” And we go out there, and the whole world comes together, and 
there’s a respect and appreciation for each culture, and you get to see 
different places. I think it’s fascinating. I think the Olympics, and the idea 
of what the Greeks had when they started it, it’s just phenomenal that it’s 
carried on this long. So I think if you have any chance to be part of that, I 
think that’s cool. I think that’s important. 

That being said, I am the biggest Hockey Canada (fan). The Canada Cup 
back in ’87 and then ’91 — that was in my wheelhouse. I loved that, too. I 
was so excited. I think if there’s a chance to do both, the more we can 
see that, the better. They do the Euro championships for soccer and then 
the World Cup for soccer. It’s every two years. I think you could do that in 
hockey with the Olympics and the World Cup, as well. I think it would be 
something that would be special. I mean, it doesn’t get any better than 
watching the absolute best of the best play against each other. It’s 
phenomenal. As an athlete, you love watching it. As a fan, it’s fun to 
watch. So I think that’s cool. The more we can see it, the better. 

OK, before we wrap up … We have a rivalry with our American 
colleagues. They have a podcast on Tuesdays, and they spoke to head 
coach David Quinn. So we obviously one-upped them with the general 
manager and Shane Doan … 

I heard (Claude Julien) said no to you guys though, so — 

Don’t do that to us! Whose side are you on? 

I’m joking! I’m joking. I was kidding. I’m kidding. He would never. 

That would be tough. But (the Tuesday hosts and Quinn) were talking 
about the flight. It’s, what, a 24-hour flight? It’s different because you’re in 
Switzerland, but it’s still pretty long. What do you do? Are you a work guy 
on the plane? Are you sleeping? A Netflix guy? 

I don’t know. It’s so long, I think I’m gonna do a little bit of everything. 
Trying to get everything organized, get everything in place. Hockey 
Canada — Scott Salmond, Tom Renney, those guys, they are incredible. 
They have everything organized. Tyler Dietrich has everything down to 
the minutia. Everything is so in place. So that part, the flight, we 
understand that there’s a lot when we get in that first night to get 
organized. So we’ll be taking care of that. But then I’ll probably watch 
some Netflix. If we can get some live TV, maybe watch a couple hockey 
games or something. Play a little Sudoku. I like Sudoku. Maybe do a little 
Sudoku. 

Have you gotten into the Wordle craze? 

Well, I have dyslexia. So I can’t spell like … at all. My wife is, like, 
unbelievable at all of those. And finds it funny to ask me to help. And I’m 
like, “…Really? That’s not very nice, hon. That’s kind of mean.” But yeah, 
I didn’t ever get into that. That’s why Sudoku works for me, because 
there’s no letters. I can just do the numbers side. I was a huge cards guy. 
I played cards. I don’t think I slept for one minute on the plane when I 
played. This is a little ridiculous, though, how long this flight will be, so I’ll 
probably sleep for a while on that one. 

When hockey fans think of the greatest game-winning goals to clinch a 
tournament for Canada, they think Paul Henderson in ’72, (Mario 
Lemieux) in ’87, (Sidney Crosby) in 2010. They don’t give enough love to 
Shane Doan in 2004. Why? 

THANK YOU. Yes. I always joke about it. It’s the only goal I scored. So 
maybe that’s why. If I’d scored more than one, then I might have had a 
little bit more influence. But that’s OK. It was the third period. Big goal. 
Still loved it. 

You don’t get enough credit. 

You guys can start that. You guys can start that. I feel really slighted. I 
get to be the GM of the Canadian Olympic team. So I’m really slighted. 
That’s tough. (Laughter). 

Shane, thank you for the time. And because we are from Canada, we 
can say, “Best of luck to you at the Olympic Games.” We want you to 
bring home the gold. 

(Laughs). That’s why I wouldn’t do those guys’ podcast. I’d only do your 
guys’ podcast. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Campbell's slide into uncharted territory with Maple Leafs 
continues 

 

TORONTO – There was a time, not so long ago, the Toronto Maple 
Leafs were winning games because of their goaltending. 

Lately, they’ve been winning in spite of it. 

Jack Campbell is dipping into unchartered territory. 

And while you wouldn’t know it from his win-loss record, he’s been 
thrashing in the wilderness. 

No, we’re not pinning the ugly hole the Maple Leafs dug themselves en 
route to another dramatic 6-4 comeback victory to the cellar-dwelling 
New Jersey Devils on goaltending alone. 

Not at all. 

There was plenty to dislike about the home team’s lackadaisical start and 
uneven engagement level through two periods, as the Devils stormed 
Toronto’s crease with clean looks early and often. 

Let’s be clear, however: the Maple Leafs have been doing a much better 
job defending Campbell’s net post-game than in-game. 

“It just seemed like we weren’t ready to play for the puck drop, and I think 
it showed,” said Auston Matthews, his assessment as accurate as his 
shot. “Soup didn’t play bad. We just gave up such Grade-A chances for 
them, and they capitalized on them.” 

Remaining Time -2:06 

Should there be concern over Campbell's recent performance? 

Pavel Zacha, Jesper Boqvist, Nathan Bastian and former Leaf Andreas 
Johnsson — in his long-awaited but utterly un-celebrated return to a 
familiar Scotiabank Arena — each scored for the Devils in the match’s 
first 27:33 as they build leads of 2-0, 3-1 and 4-2. 

“You deserve to lose games when you play like that and start that way 
and spot them three,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. “That's not nearly good 
enough. You know, we've got a guy that's battled for us all season long 
and has been our backbone through this first half of the season. So, for 
us to start that way for him in this game here tonight was not good.” 

By the time the Maple Leafs woke up and decided to win, Campbell had 
exchanged his mask for a ballcap, having surrendered three goals on the 
first nine shots directed his way. 

To a man, Campbell’s second and fasted yank of the season (the first 
was a mercy pull during October’s 7-1 debacle in Pittsburgh) was 
described not as an indictment on his night but as “a wake-up call” for the 
players in front of him to defend harder. 

And yet one can’t help but wonder if preserving some of the goalie’s 
confidence, as his numbers regress hard to the norm, came into play. 

The Leafs’ Number 1 earned himself a deserved trip to the all-star game 
in Las Vegas later this week. 

Ironically, since being selected to represent Toronto at the showcase, 
Campbell has turned in four consecutive starts with a save percentage of 
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.850 or worse. He’s allowed an average of four goals in each of his past 
six starts. 

Compare that to Campbell’s gilded November, in which he allowed more 
than two in a game just once in 11 games. 

Despite being drafted in the first round of 2010, Campbell has never 
been anointed a Number 1 coming out of an NHL training camp. Nor has 
he played so many minutes in a full season as he has in the first half of 
this one. 

Is this a natural lull over an 82-game haul? Has Campbell’s poise taken a 
hit? Are the Leafs taking hot goaltending for granted? Is the competition 
of a healthy Petr Mrazek complicating matters? 

Dialled in leading up to Christmas, Campbell hasn’t looked nearly as 
sharp since recovering from his COVID quarantine and having his rhythm 
and routine shaken by a string of postponed dates. 

Down 3-1 just nine minutes and 10 seconds into the game, Keefe burned 
his timeout and tagged in Mrazek, who would stop the bleeding and 
become the goaltender of record. 

“Jack hasn't played to the same level that he's established for himself. 
But our team has not played at the same level in front of him. It’s not 
nearly good enough,” Keefe said. “He's trying to get back in that groove 
here. 

“He's got lots of rest, lots of time between games. And he's trying to find 
his game. And he will find his game, but our guys have got to help him 
out — and we just have not done that. And that's disappointing.” 

Matthews busted a season-long four-game goal “drought” with a 
vengeance — a determined and versatile hat trick. 

A third-period strike by Jason Spezza narrowed the gap, and the 
scorching-hot Mitch Marner tied the contest. 

Marner hasn’t turned in a soft performance since escaping protocol. With 
a three-point effort Monday, he has 12 points in six games since his 
return. 

“You can’t really put into words what he means to this team,” Justin Holl 
said. 

Ilya Mikheyev deposited the winner shorthanded, thanks to a smartly 
executed 2-on-1 by puck carrier Alexander Kerfoot. 

“Great play by Kerf,” Marner said. “He's a guy that I don't think gets 
enough love in the media or anything like that. But I’ll tell ya one thing – 
he gets a lot of love in our locker room.” 

Much like Saturday in Detroit, spotting their opponent multiple two-goal 
leads did not prove too steep a mountain for the skill-at-will Maple Leafs 
to scale. 

They can outscore their defensive and/or goaltending woes. 

The Maple Leafs and Devils dive directly into a rematch Tuesday night in 
New Jersey, their final game before the all-star break. 

And it was telling that a noncommittal Keefe wanted to speak with both 
his netminders before deciding on a starter. 

“Whoever is in net will do the job,” Mrazek said. 

Remaining Time -1:59 

Matthews hits empty net for fifth career hat trick 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Jake Muzzin has been ruled out of action at least through the All-Star 
break. That makes six games missed since suffering a concussion in St. 
Louis on Jan. 15. Thing is, Muzzin had been practising regularly with the 
team as recently as Friday. He did not appear at Monday’s skate. 

"With the break upcoming, it's a little easier to pull back," Keefe said. 
"Any time a player has a head injury, the concern is significant, but I 
believe he's on the right track. The medical team is on top of it, and we'll 
do all we can to give him the best care possible." 

Certainly, there is no reason to be hasty here, considering Muzzin’s 
increased value come playoff time. 

"You miss him in a lot of ways, but the head's no joke," Marner said. "We 
got to make sure that when he comes back, he's fully ready to go. 

"We don't need anything hurting him in the future or even past hockey. 
He's got a family and kids. There's more important things than trying to 
battle through stuff like that." 

Remaining Time -1:43 

Marner happy with Maple Leafs comeback but knows they have to be 
better 

• It’s difficult to look back at Kyle Dubas’s 2020 trade of Andreas 
Johnsson for Joey Anderson as much more than a salary dump at this 
point. 

Johnsson, 27, is now tied for second on the Devils in goals (11) and 
ranks third on the team in points (25). “Mango” is on pace for his first 20-
goal campaign since he achieved that feat with the Leafs in 2018-19. 

The younger Anderson, 23, has been a fixture in the AHL Marlies’ top six, 
but in his five career games with the big club in Toronto, he’s a fourth-
liner still in search of a point. 

• Condolences to Devils head coach Lindy Ruff, whose father, Leeson, 
passed away Friday at age 88. Assistant coach Alain Nasreddine filled in 
and will run New Jersey’s bench again Tuesday. 

• Marner hasn’t turned in a poor performance since escaping protocol. 
With a three-point effort Monday, he has 12 points in six games since his 
return. 

“You can’t really put into words what he means to this team,” Justin Holl 
says. 

• Keefe abandoned his spread-offence lineup of forwards after just a 
game and a half and reverted back to something more familiar. 

“It's no secret that this is our optimal look," Keefe said. 

Here’s what optimal looks like: 

Bunting-Matthews-Marner 

Kerfoot-Tavares-Nylander 

Mikheyev-Kämpf-Kase 

Engvall-Spezza-Simmonds 

Extras: Ritchie, Clifford 
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Sportsnet.ca / By wasting Grade-A chances, Oilers squander easy 
opportunity for two points 

 

Mark Spector February 1, 2022, 12:07 AM 

 

KANATA, Ont. — By the time Tim Stutzle’s shot was banking off of Mikko 
Koskinen’s bicep and into the top corner of the Oilers’ goal to become an 
overtime winner, Edmonton could very plausibly have been boarding 
their bus for the airport. 
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They could have had five goals on the night. Maybe six. 

Most nights, they would have scored at least four, rendering any talk of 
overtime moot. 

Edmonton was anything but great on a Monday night in the Nation’s 
Capital, and got outworked at times by the young, hustling and 
sometimes sloppy Sens. But you needed two hands to count the times 
an Edmonton player found himself in alone on Ottawa goalie Matt Murray 
— and all the right guys too. 

Jesse Puljujarvi moments into the game. Connor McDavid more than 
once. Leon Draisaitl, a 31-goal scorer who could have left here at 33 or 
34, he had so many quality looks. The industrious Zach Hyman, who 
worked his way to a couple of Grade A chances. 

“So that’s hockey. Goalies stand on their head,” said Derek Ryan, who 
made a lovely play to set up Darnell Nurse’s tying goal. “I think we did 
some good things, created some good opportunities, but we need to do 
more creating traffic. I think he saw a lot of pucks. There wasn’t a lot of 
bodies in front of him.” 

Ryan wasn’t speaking of the five or six breaks where an Oiler found 
himself in alone on Murray, with only McDavid managing to best the 
Sens netminder with a sneaky low slapper that squeezed under Murray’s 
pad. But he could have been talking about an Oilers power play that was 
disjointed and executed far too much out on the perimeter, a unit that 
could have won this game by itself but instead went 0-for-3. 

“It doesn’t look like we’re shooting enough, for starters,” said head coach 
Dave Tippett. “And when we do shoot we miss the net a lot.” 

And so passed a night where the Oilers walk out of Ottawa with a single 
point, which is one more valid point than the Freedom Rally made during 
its visit to Ottawa this past weekend. 

It seems a tad wasteful, considering the Sens are a Bottom 4 team in the 
NHL standings and were missing a host of important players. It wouldn’t 
have taken much to secure the second point in regulation, but give 
Murray credit. He was better on this night than Edmonton’s shooters. 

“In this league the first one to three usually can win,” reasoned Tippett. 
“We didn't get to three. They did.” 

Tippett stuck with his four-line rotation well into the night, then went to 
work with the blender as the game wore on, Ottawa in front 2-1. He 
moved Ryan up and got a dandy assist out of him. Only one forward 
played less than 10 minutes — Devin Shore, at 7:54. 

“There are always little parts of your game you want to work on that have 
to be better,” said Tippett. “There are players that can play a little better, 
things that you can work on our special teams. We were a minus one on 
special teams tonight. 

“We like our team. I think we've got a good team. It’s a game I think was 
a winnable game if we could have capitalized on some chances. We 
didn’t, so we move on.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

The only concern here would be how an understaffed, inferior hockey 
team outworked the Oilers for periods of this game. This was a prime 
example where the hockey Gods rewarded work over skill, and gave the 
Sens the game on Stutzle’s lovely overtime snipe. 

After a scrap with Oilers defenceman William Lagesson, Stutzle becomes 
the first player in Sens history with a fight and an OT goal in the same 
game. 

Remaining Time -0:39 

Stützle and Lagesson drop the gloves behind Oilers net 

“I don't know if we played well enough through 60 minutes to deserve a 
win,” admitted Ryan. 

He’s right. 

“I think we could have probably found another step up in our effort. 
Especially in the middle of that game,” agreed Nurse. “Matt made some 
great saves on the other end, and in times where we probably could have 
found a way to get some momentum, he made some big stops. 

“He’s out there to do a job too, and he did his job well tonight. But I think 
we did have a lot chances and you want to you want to get both points in 
those situations.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 02.01.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks receive support from unusual suspects in win 
over Blackhawks 

 

Iain MacIntyre February 1, 2022, 12:45 AM 

 

Ten years, six teams, three tryouts, seven contracts and 600 games. 
Alex Chiasson’s mile-marker on Monday with the Vancouver Canucks 
came after a long and difficult journey on a road less travelled. 

“Pretty special night for me tonight -- 600 games,” the 31-year-old said 
after the Canucks beat the Chicago Blackhawks 3-1 at the United Center. 
“I've moved around quite a bit and found a way to just kind of stick with it 
throughout my career. There's something to be said about that.” 

There’s a lot to be said about that. If you think making the NHL is hard, 
trying staying in it as a depth forward at the bottom of the roster, annually 
fending off younger, flashier entry-level players and prospects. 

Chiasson made the Canucks in October on his third Professional Tryout 
in four years, and on Monday scored his fifth goal of the season to start 
Vancouver on its bounce-back win after the Canucks were fairly dismal in 
Saturday’s 1-0 overtime loss to the Calgary Flames. 

The winger from Montreal said back in October, having previously 
succeeded on PTOs in Washington and Edmonton, that the tryout 
process gets more difficult with age, not easier. 

But he’s still here, still working, still finding ways to contribute and keep 
his job in the best league in the world. 

“I think today I had a moment just to realize a lot that I've been through,” 
Chiasson told reporters on Zoom. “I've had a lot of people supporting me 
throughout the process; this isn't just about me and I'm thankful for them. 
This is the greatest game to play. I've had the opportunity to win in 
Washington, and I think that kind of keeps you open-minded on things. 
I've had the opportunity to play with some of the best players in the 
game. This game has given me so much. I just feel really grateful for all 
these opportunities, and now being part of this group (with) what we've 
been able to do here in the last six or seven weeks.” 

Since starting a five-game road trip in January with losses against the top 
three teams in the NHL, the Canucks are 4-1-3 in their last eight games, 
taking points in all but one despite emerging from a COVID crisis that 
kept key players out of the lineup and some stuck on the wrong side of 
the Canada-U.S. border. 

The team is 12-4-4 since Bruce Boudreau became coach on Dec. 5, 
building that successful 20-game segment despite playing only seven 
times at home. 

Chiasson came to the Canucks after spending the last three seasons in 
Edmonton. Before that, there were stops in Washington, Calgary, Ottawa 
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and Dallas, where the Stars selected him in the second round of the 
2009 draft. 

“I just believed in my game,” he said. “I believed in what I can bring to a 
team. After maybe my two years in Ottawa, I had to build my game back 
up. I think Washington (in 2017-18) was huge for me. A lot of the guys 
there took time to help me with my game and understand, you know, how 
to get better and what I can do, how I can play, to be successful for a 
team. I think mentally, you're just trying to stay with it (and) believe in 
yourself. It goes by fast; I can tell you that.” 

Chiasson scored from the slot at 12:21 of the first period on a pass from 
Justin Dowling after Nils Hoglander, the third member of the Canucks’ 
fourth line, generated a turnover by Chicago defenceman Jake McCabe. 

Brock Boeser made it 2-0 at 4:28 of the second period on a short-side 
redirection from Quinn Hughes’ outstanding pass. Luke Schenn shot 170 
feet into an empty net to give the Canucks five of six points on their 
current road trip. 

It ends Tuesday night in Nashville against the Predators. 

Canucks Hour 

Jamie Dodd and Thomas Drance dive deep on the issues that matter for 
any die-hard Canucks fan, bringing comprehensive coverage and 
exclusive interviews. 

Goalie Jaroslav Halak made 20 saves for the Canucks in his first game 
since Dec. 30. The veteran backup tested positive for Omicron shortly 
before a scheduled start in Carolina on Jan. 15, then spent five days in 
quarantine and a total of 11 days away from the team due to federal 
government border restrictions. 

Monday’s game was just the second time in eight starts that Halak 
received three goals of run support from teammates, albeit with an 
empty-netter. 

“If you don't play a couple weeks or a month, it is hard,” Halak said. 
“Especially being out for 10 days (due to COVID), meeting the group, 
trying to get in the groove right away, it's never easy. The guys played 
pretty good in front of me tonight; we didn't give them a lot, especially in 
the third. Really great effort.” 

Boudreau has been able to say that about his goaltender – no matter 
who it is. 

The Canucks have used three goalies the last three games, and Halak, 
Thatcher Demko and minor-league callup Spencer Martin surrendered 
only one goal each. 

SPEAKING OF DEFENCE 

With defenceman Tucker Poolman missing his second straight game – 
and eight straight periods – due to an undisclosed non-COVID illness, 
Schenn is making the most of his blueline reunification with Hughes. 

Schenn logged over 21 minutes for the second time in as many games, 
after reaching that mark only once in his first 27 games, scored the 
empty-net goal, registered 12 hits and a Corsi-for of 67.6 per cent. 

“Well, he's the first defenceman that has scored a goal since I've been 
here, so to me he's Bobby Orr,” Boudreau said. “Whether he plays great 
or mediocre or what have you, the one thing you know about Luke 
Schenn is he gives you everything he's got every night. Again tonight, I 
think he had nine hits after the second period, being physical and being a 
leader back there. And that's what you need, especially when you're 
playing with Hughesie. He's a real good complement to him and that's 
why it's working.” 

PODZ-COLDIN 

Rookie Vasily Podkolzin was a healthy scratch for the first time since 
October. The 20-year-old winger has played nearer the bottom of the 
lineup under Boudreau than he did under Travis Green, and was under 

11 minutes of ice time in five of his last nine games. The Russian has just 
a single assist in his last 10 games. 

“Sometimes it's just better to take a step back and watch a game and see 
it,” Boudreau explained. “We've been working with him. I said: 'This isn't 
a punishment. This isn't anything that you did wrong, really. We just want 
you to take a step back and then get ready for tomorrow night.' And 
maybe he'll see some things that he's been missing in his game recently. 
He hasn't played a lot of hockey and I think he's just trying to do too 
much when he gets out there. But. . . he'll be ready again tomorrow 
night.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Paul Byron’s resilience an example for young Canadiens 
to follow 

 

Eric Engels @EricEngels January 31, 2022, 3:10 PM 

 

MONTREAL— Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes are facing many difficult 
decisions as they prepare to rebuild the Montreal Canadiens, but what to 
do with Paul Byron isn’t one of them. 

If it wasn’t clear they should keep Byron before it was announced he’d 
make his return from off-season hip surgery over the weekend, listening 
to the 32-year-old finally detail what he’s been through made it 
abundantly so. 

This is a player who has continuously proven he’ll never give up, and his 
story—of being claimed on waivers from the Calgary Flames and turning 
into a 20-goal scorer and an alternate captain with the Canadiens—has 
only become more inspiring with every chapter he’s written. 

The young players in the organization should be reading with interest. 

“He’s a leader,” said co-alternate captain Brendan Gallagher on 
Saturday. “He was missed for sure. He’s someone that, first and 
foremost, I think a lot of players can look at what he’s gone through in his 
career, the attitude he’s had. He was not far away from being out of the 
NHL, and now he’s in a situation where he’s a 20-goal scorer in the NHL 
and a very relied upon kind of player that you know what you’re going to 
get from him every single night. Didn’t come from fluke; he had to prove a 
lot of people right along the way; he didn’t get the breaks, didn’t get the 
chances that a lot of players get, and he just stuck with it and stuck with it 
and had enough people to believe in him and give them that opportunity. 
He took advantage of it. I think when players come up and maybe they’re 
looking at their own situation and feeling a little bit sorry for themselves, 
it’s pretty easy to find inspiration when you look at Paul and what he 
means to our group in the locker room and just the energy and 
consistency he gives us night in, night out. He’s a very important player.” 

Byron’s a player who loves the game and the team he plays it for. In an 
Instagram post released before he went under the knife, the feisty winger 
expressed just how much. 

But in that same post, Byron also mentioned experiencing the toughest 
year and a half of his life. 

We knew it was particularly challenging last season, with the pandemic in 
full swing, the cap-strapped Canadiens yo-yoing him on and off waivers, 
and with his performance dipping below the standard we’ve become 
accustomed to. But we didn’t know to what extent the Ottawa native was 
suffering. 

That changed when Byron spoke for the first time this season on 
Saturday. 
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“Every day was different, every game was different,” he said. “I 
remember some days just taking off your equipment and barely being 
able to walk to your stall. Going upstairs was always tough some days. 
Not even being able to sleep after games. (The hip) would feel okay, and 
then you’d go to bed and every time you moved in your sleep it would 
wake you up in pain because all that adrenaline and Tylenol and Advil 
kind of wears off in the night. You’d wake up in the morning and you’d be 
pretty sore, you didn’t really sleep well and no recovery. It’s been a few 
years that this has been going on, and every year it’s just gotten worse.” 

From the outside looking in, it was impossible to glean. It was obvious he 
wasn’t at 100 per cent, and we knew he’d been playing through bumps 
and bruises throughout the last couple of seasons, but he never let on as 
to how bad things had gotten. Byron showed up every day and practised 
as hard as anyone. He never once used injuries as an excuse for his 
performance, he never once complained about being cast aside due to 
cap constraints, and he continued to play every shift the way he always 
had—at full speed. 

He just wasn’t moving as fast as he always had. 

Byron’s hip had gotten so bad it had become debilitating. So he took a 
cortisone injection prior to last year’s playoffs thinking things couldn’t get 
worse. 

The decision, made just days before scoring his iconic Game 1 winner 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs, probably saved Byron’s career. 

Remaining Time -0:56 

Gotta See It: Byron scores short-handed from his knees for Canadiens 
lead 

“That was kind of the moment where the lightbulb went off in the head 
where I said, ‘Okay, it’s time to get it fixed,’” Byron said, “because that 
first week, those two weeks after, I felt incredible. I felt amazing. 

“The injection didn’t last very long. A couple of games of the series, I was 
right back to where I was. But first few games to finish the year and start 
playoffs, it felt really good. It felt like I had my skating legs back. By 
Game 5, it was just right back to where it was and I remember saying in 
my head, ‘This could be your last game of the year; you’ve just gotta 
grind through it, push through it, give everything you have, you have 
literally nothing left to leave on the table and win the game’ Same thing 
Game 6, same thing Game 7, and that mentality just carried on. The 
more the adrenaline kinda hit, the more you got into playoffs, it was like 
the pain and everything just started to disappear. The focus was so 
heavy on the playoffs and on the play that nothing else mattered in the 
moment.” 

When the Canadiens lost in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup Final to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Byron wasn’t just left with emotional pain. 

For more than two years, he had been playing with a torn labrum and 
femoroacetabular impingement—a condition in which extra bone grows 
along one or both the bones that form the hip joint. It’s a condition where 
the bones rub against each other and cause chronic pain. 

In Byron’s case, as he explained to Sportsnet following his media 
availability Saturday, the bone growth was “blocking the ball in the hip 
joint from moving and it was grinding the hip capsule where the labrum 
was torn.” 

He underwent the procedure to shave down the bone growth and have 
his labrum fixed, and then Byron began what was supposed to be a five-
month rehabilitation before he could return to play. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

| Listen and Subscribe for free 

| Marek on Twitter 

| Friedman on Twitter 

Right as he was on the verge of coming back, on Dec. 29, Byron was 
placed in COVID-protocol due to an exposure to a close contact who 
contracted the illness. Days later, his time in protocol was extended 
considerably as he finally came down with COVID-19. 

With the Canadiens deep into a seven-game road trip through January, 
Byron came out of protocol and had to wait for their return to Montreal so 
he could get back into practices and then make his long-anticipated 
season debut. 

Watching the team crumble in his absence only made it that much more 
agonizing. 

“It’s been hard watching a lot of games,” Byron said. “You’re on the 
sidelines, you know you can help out, you want to be with your 
teammates. Even when you lose the games you want to be with them, 
you want to be a part of it. Everything we’ve done is together, it’s a 
group, a bit of a family in here, so to be on the sidelines is not a good 
feeling inside.” 

On Sunday, Byron stepped off of the sidelines in what turned out to be a 
6-3 loss for the Canadiens to the Columbus Blue Jackets. He played 25 
shifts and gave it everything he had on every single one of them, 
finishing the game with one shot attempt, three hits and some 
reassurances he can get back to the speedy player he was before 
suffering this terrible injury. 

That was great news for him, but it should also have been encouraging 
news for Gorton and Hughes. Because if it wasn’t clear before, it should 
be now—it’s players like Byron who will help them establish the culture 
they should want for their team moving forward. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Lightning remain well-positioned to 
make modern history 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsportsJanuary 31, 2022, 12:10 PM 

 

On the face of it, the Tampa Bay Lightning aren’t — at least by their lofty 
standards — having a super-charged season. But when you’re the two-
time defending Cup champions, the metrics you measure things by shift 
a little. And there’s no doubt, when you consider what Tampa’s 
challenges were heading into the year and how things have played out, 
that the Bolts are still well-positioned to take a serious run at making 
modern history. 

Tampa was defeated 3-2 by the Vegas Golden Knights in a shootout on 
Saturday, right at home in Amalie Arena. The Lighting actually trailed 2-0 
with 6:48 to go, when Ross Colton cut the Vegas lead to one goal. Then, 
for the fourth time this season, Corey Perry netted a game-equalizing 
goal with fewer than three minutes remaining in regulation. 

Maybe the final result wasn’t what the Bolts wanted, but the contributions 
of those two players highlight how this team could be regenerating after 
losing every member of its highly effective third line in the summer. 
Colton already signalled he could be a player as a rookie last year. After 
bouncing back and forth between the main group and the taxi squad and 
appearing in about half the regular season matches, Colton played every 
single post-season contest for Jon Cooper’s crew. This year, he’s 
centring the fourth line and, since mid-November, has eight goals and 11 
assists for 19 points in 30 outings. 

For those keeping track at home, this is the one-billionth confirmed case 
of great drafting and developing by the Bolts. Colton, 25, was a fourth-
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rounder in 2016, played two years of NCAA hockey, spent two more 
marinating in the AHL with the Syracuse Crunch and is now playing more 
than 13 minutes a game for the best organization in hockey. 

Perry’s backstory, of course, is known to anybody who’s been paying any 
attention to hockey in the past 20 years. After losing both the 2020 and 
’21 Stanley Cup Finals to Tampa — first as a Dallas Star, then as a 
Montreal Canadien — Perry left Quebec to sign with Tampa — best 
decision ever? — last summer. The 36-year-old had one point after 16 
games and zero goals after 17. However, he found the back of the net in 
Game 18 and has been scoring at a 35-goal pace since then with 12 
markers in 28 contests. And, let’s be real; those late-game heroics are a 
window into why Tampa wanted this guy to begin with: It’s not about what 
he does in February, it’s about how you know he’s going to show in 
crunch time. 

And while the performance of Colton and Perry have lessened the blow 
of losing Yanni Gourde, Barclay Goodrow and Blake Coleman — the 
guys who comprised that often terrorizing third unit — this team will, of 
course, always be defined by its ample star power. To that end, Victor 
Hedman is producing points at the best rate of his career, while Steven 
Stamkos is well over a point-per-game this season and — most 
importantly for the guy who’s had such awful injury luck and hasn’t 
played anything close to a full campaign since appearing in all 82 in 
2018-19 — hasn’t had an injury-related absence this year. Brayden Point 
did miss 14 games with an upper-body injury, but he’s scoring at a 40-
goal pace otherwise. And while Nikita Kucherov — who didn’t play a 
regular season game last year — is once again missing huge swaths of 
the schedule (insert cap circumvention joke here), he’s essentially a plug-
and-play nuclear weapon at this point. 

As for Andrei Vasilevskiy, he’s reached that level where he’s universally 
recognized as the best at his position regardless of what everyone’s stats 
are at this very minute. And how about Alex Killorn — the guy so often 
mentioned as the sacrificial cap lamb in the past three or four years — 
jumping up a tier or two to play at nearly a 75-point pace this year? 

Three teams in the Eastern Conference are currently ahead of the 
Lighting by points percentage, but it’s worth noting the club’s .711 mark is 
actually higher than the number it posted in each of the past two 
seasons, both of which ended with confetti and Champagne. Should that 
happen again, Tampa will become the first NHL team since the early-80s 
Islanders to win three straight Cups. In pursuit of that incredible goal, the 
squad appears to have found another wave of third- and fourth-line 
contributors who can underpin the ongoing star turns at the top of the 
lineup. 

Other Takeaways 

• The Los Angeles King busted out the chrome buckets on Sunday 
afternoon in Pittsburgh and they sure had substance to go along with 
their flashy style. After seeing a 3-1 third-period disappear against Sidney 
Crosby and Co. — and playing 24 hours after an OT loss to Philadelphia 
halted the Flyers’ 13-game losing streak — Los Angeles left 
Pennsylvania on a high thanks to Trevor Moore’s beauty snipe on the 
game-winner. The goal was Moore’s second of the game and the former 
Toronto Maple Leaf has been on fire of late, registering 16 points in 14 
games since the calendar flipped to 2022. The win meant L.A. has 
earned at least a point in the first five outings of a six-game roadie that 
concludes Tuesday in Detroit. The Kings started the year 1-5-1, but 
newcomers Phillip Danault and Viktor Arvidsson have blended well, Anze 
Kopitar and Drew Doughty are solid as ever and 2020 second-overall 
pick Quinton Byfield now has a half-dozen games — and his first NHL 
goal — under his belt after sustaining a left ankle fracture in the pre-
season. Los Angeles has the seventh-best points percentage in the 
Western Conference, the fourth-best Corsi percentage in the league 
(54.12 percent) and is hanging tough in pursuit of its first playoff 
appearance since 2018. 

• Make it 18 straight home wins for the Avalanche after their 4-1 defeat of 
the Sabres on Sunday. In the sporting parlance of our time, these guys 
are a wagon. 

• So the “Michigan” has already become a hockey staple to the point that 
Jonathan Huberdeau — the NHL’s leading point-getter, by the way — 
actually faked doing it to get Brent Burns to bite just a little before setting 
up Sam Bennett for the OT winner in (another) big win for Florida on 
Saturday versus the Sharks. All these young players crazy hands and 
imaginations, the NHL can’t thank you enough. 

Weekend Warrior(s) 

Cheers to Henrik Lundqvist and Sergei Zubov — seventh- and fifth-
rounders, respectively — who watched their numbers raised to the rafters 
on Friday night. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (27-10-3) Rasmus Sandin’s first goal of the year 
was a game-winner with 2:51 remaining in the third period in what turned 
out to be a nutty 7-4 comeback win for the Leafs over Detroit on 
Saturday. It also came two years and two days after his only other NHL 
tally, which occurred Jan. 27, 2020. 

2. Calgary Flames (21-13-6) The Flames, who shutout the Canucks 1-0 
on Saturday, have been all or nothing defensively the past half-dozen 
games. They allowed five goals on two separate occasions, but they’ve 
surrendered just two goals total in the four other games. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (22-16-2) Basically everybody got a cookie versus 
the hapless Habs on Saturday, as 14 Oilers hit the score sheet in the 7-2 
victory. 

4. Winnipeg Jets (18-16-7) Paul Stastny, who’s quietly scoring at a 30-
goal pace, had a huge pair against his old team in St. Louis on Saturday 
as the Jets staunched the bleeding with a 4-1 win to snap their six-game 
losing streak. 

Kenny and Renny talk Jets 

Sportsnet's Ken Wiebe and Sean Reynolds offer everything you need to 
know about the Winnipeg Jets on their podcast. 

| The Kenny and Renny Show 

5. Vancouver Canucks (19-19-6) It was an impressive showing from 
Thatcher Demko on Saturday, as the goalie — making his first start since 
Jan. 18 thanks to a COVID protocol stint — stopped every shot he faced 
in regulation before losing in OT on a slot-rocket from Johnny Gaudreau. 

6. Ottawa Senators (13-21-4) Saturday’s 2-1 loss to the Ducks was a 
tough one, given the Sens put 45 pucks on Anaheim stopper John 
Gibson. Ottawa hasn’t allowed more than two goals in regulation in its 
past five contests and is averaging 37 shots on goal during that stretch. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (8-29-7) The Canadiens gave up a combined 13 
goals to Edmonton and Columbus during home losses on Saturday and 
Sunday. And while it was awesome to hear Carey Price — speaking 
publicly for the first time since last summer — say he’s feeling much 
better after receiving treatment for addiction, he also acknowledged he’s 
not completely sure when (or if) he’ll be able to continue his NHL career 
thanks multiple setbacks with his knee injury. That’s, uh, not the weekend 
you want. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

• Sidney Crosby can score career goal No. 500 if he can find the net 
twice on Tuesday night. The Penguins are hosting Alex Ovechkin and the 
Capitals, so Sid will probably make it happen, right? 

• Also on Tuesday, Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs visit their old team in 
Vegas. The Golden Knights won’t drop by Buffalo until March 10 and 
wouldn’t it be something if that was Jack Eichel’s first game back? 
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• Speaking of Vegas, the NHL All-Star Weekend kicks off in the desert 
with the skills competition on Friday, followed by the three-on-three fun 
on Saturday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers should jump on opportunity to roll every line 
following Kane addition 

 

Mark Spector January 31, 2022, 3:25 PM 

 

KANATA, Ont. — Under the heading “No (doubt) Sherlock,” comes the 
following statement: The Edmonton Oilers have become utterly 
dependent on Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

But in doing so, it has hurt their team. Or at least, their forwards as a 
group, having two centremen who both play more minutes per game than 
any other forward in the National Hockey League, and also take the 
longest average shift among all NHL forwards. 

The thinking in Edmonton has always been, when you have two talents 
like Draisaitl and McDavid, you have to play them a commensurate 
amount of minutes. So the team has basically one powerplay unit on 
which numbers 29 and 97 get roughly 1:45 of ice time on every 
powerplay. At even strength, the pair plays more than anyone else in the 
NHL as well, on a per-game basis. 

Remaining Time -1:15 

Kane glad to be back on ice, get first game under belt with Oilers 

But there is a trickle down, one that has a bit of a chicken or egg effect 
on these Oilers. 

The knock on this group of Oiler forwards is that it isn’t deep enough, and 
it may not be. But we would ask, how can you tell, when the bottom third 
plays so little? 

Can you look at a player who has played seven or eight minutes in a 
game, and accuse them of not having a big enough impact? Of not 
playing well enough, when it is a struggle just to maintain a sweat 
throughout the game? 

"Seven or eight minutes is on the high side of things, in certain games," 
said Derek Ryan, who averages 11:04 of ice time per game, but just 8:59 
at even strength. "It goes back to scoring first as well. When we get 
behind in games we want to play Connor and Leon more, and the fourth 
line guys seem to suffer from that." 

With the new structure up front — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins now centres a 
third line with Zach Hyman and Zack Kassian that will command more ice 
time than head coach Dave Tippett has afforded previous third lines — 
the Oilers are doing what good teams must do. That is, spread out the 
minutes among 12 forwards. 

"We all like to get our ice time," Draisaitl admitted over the weekend. "But 
… we have a lot of good players on our team. We all have to accept our 
roles, and play as a team." 

If playing the third and fourth lines more is the solution, one aided by the 
acquisition of top line left-winger Evander Kane, then the de facto effect 
is to lessen the ice time of the two superstars. 

Remaining Time -4:36 

Can Kane create a positive impact with the Oilers? 

"It’s hard," Ryan said of the conundrum. "I think we can all agree that in 
the long run we need depth, all 12 guys involved. After this (All-Star) 

break we’re going to be playing lots of hockey, and you can’t ride two 
guys — or two lines — the whole way. That holds true in playoffs too." 

“I think it’s important that we roll everybody, get everybody involved. 
When you’re sitting (on the bench) for however long it is, and you’re 
expected to go out and produce, it makes it pretty hard.” 

Have you ever heard anyone speak about a Stanley Cup winner and not 
sprinkle in some clichés about “rolling four lines,” or “every line coming 
over the boards plays the same way…?” 

The players, they know. And not only are McDavid and Draisaitl happy to 
see a shift that could make this team more of a playoff team, perhaps 
with a couple less minutes of ice time they’ll be more formidable once 
they’re on the ice. 

"You can run two lines as hard as you want," Kassian said. "You’re going 
to win in the regular season; you can get away with it a little bit. But like 
we saw last (post-season), you play a good, defensive, hard-checking 
team and it’s hard hockey. Playoff hockey is hard enough to play as it is 
— you need to be fresh when you go out there. 

"Once you get into the meaningful games, you can’t just run two lines," 
he continued. "You can’t just run one guy for 25 minutes a night. 
Eventually he’ll break down." 

"If our goal here is to win, that’s not a recipe for success." 

Sure, with 3-0 and 4-1 leads over Montreal on Saturday, it was easy for 
Tippett to get his fourth line over 10 minutes of ice time. It’s different 
when you’re behind and in need of offence, which happens a lot on a 
team that scores first less than any other NHL club. 

Adding Kane allowed Tippett to redistribute Nugent-Hopkins and Hyman 
to their own third line. Maybe if Dylan Holloway comes up around April 1, 
it pushes Hyman to the right side, Holloway to Nugent-Hopkins’ left, and 
Kassian to the fourth line with some combination of Devin Shore, Ryan 
McLeod and Ryan. 

And perhaps, if those units get some ice time and some confidence, 
Tippett won’t have to be so quick to shorten his bench when his team is 
trailing. 

"You don’t do it every night, depending on how the game goes. But to 
have the ability to (play four lines) is a good thing," Tippett said. 
"McDavid and Draisaitl, they’re going to drive their own lines. But to build 
depth, build a stronger presence all the way through our forwards, is as 
good thing for us." 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

It’s been an open secret across the NHL for a few years now. And not 
just the part that says, “stop Edmonton’s two stars and you stop the 
Oilers.” 

The rest of the league also knows that Edmonton leans way too hard on 
their two stars because they don’t have enough talent underneath them 
in the lineup. Now, we would say, there is enough talent underneath to 
play four lines longer into a game. 

It’s what good teams do. 

“The teams that win have great depth – that’s a common theme,” said 
former Oiler Tyler Ennis. “Historically, Stanley Cup teams have had four 
lines that play. That should be a goal of every team, to have 12 forwards 
playing well.” 

We’ll close on Kassian’s quote, as succinct and accurate as it is. 

It’s time for change in Edmonton. Everyone knows the big boys play too 
much. 

“If our goal here is to win, that’s not a recipe for success.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs return to ‘optimal’ lines to face Devils 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and New Jersey Devils skated at Scotiabank 
Arena on Monday.  

Toronto's triple-threat trial is over. 

The Leafs experimented with having Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and 
William Nylander on different lines during the past two games. On 
Wednesday, they failed to score in five-on-five play but dominated 
possession against the Anaheim Ducks. On Saturday, the team started 
slow and fell behind the Detroit Red Wings 4-2.  

"We were pretty good in the Anaheim game," said left winger Alex 
Kerfoot, who joined Nylander on the David Kampf line to open the past 
two outings. "Last game, we got off to a bad start. I don't think you can 
really blame that on the lines as much as how we came out as a group in 
general." 

On Saturday, coach Sheldon Keefe reunited Matthews with Marner and 
Nylander with John Tavares, which sparked a rally. Toronto scored five 
unanswered goals in the third period, including two empty-netters, to win 
7-4.   

"We had a good comeback the other day," Keefe said. "The spirit behind 
those changes was very good and we had great response to it." 

So, the dynamic duos – Matthews with Marner and Tavares with 
Nylander – will remain together tonight.  

"It's no secret that this is our optimal look for me," Keefe said. "We tried 
something different, and we will continue with that throughout the 
remainder of the season at different times, but this is our optimal look." 

The Leafs will play home and away against the Devils tonight and 
tomorrow before heading into the all-star break. 

"We are going to go into a set here against the same opponent back-to-
back and we want to get off to a good start," Keefe said. "We're trying to 
build upon the third period that we had the other night in Detroit. That 
showed what we're capable of as a team. We need to get back to that 
right away here." 

Keefe believes his team can and should win the top-heavy Atlantic 
Division and, to that end, it's crucial to bank points against teams like the 
Devils, who have lost seven of eight.  

"I see a team that, in some ways, reflects what we just saw with the 
Detroit team," Keefe said. "If you're not ready to play and you're not 
competing and you're not sound defensively or taking care of the puck, 
they've got guys that are going to come alive and carry the play and give 
themselves a chance to win. It will be on us to establish our game, stress 
their defence and goaltending, and make them have to defend. That's 
really our message going into it."  

Leafs sticking with 'dynamic duos' tonight against the Devils 

The triple threat trial of Maple Leafs lines ended Saturday when the team 
fell behind against the Red Wings. Head coach Sheldon Keefe reunited 
Auston Matthews with Mitch Marner and John Tavares with William 
Nylander, which created a spark as Toronto rallied to win. Admitting that 
they can't afford to lose points against struggling teams, the Leafs will 
keep their 'dynamic duos' intact tonight. 

--- 

After skating with the team multiple times last week while wearing a red 
no-contact sweater, Jake Muzzin was not on the ice with the group this 
morning. The defenceman will not play in these two games against New 
Jersey.  

"He's going to take a bit of a step back here now with the break 
upcoming," Keefe said. "He was not going to be available to play in either 
of these games, so it just made sense to do that. They'll continue to 
monitor him and work with him with hopes to ramp things up as we get 
back from the break and perhaps even throughout the break." 

Muzzin sustained a concussion on a big hit from Klim Kostin in the 
second period of a game in St. Louis on Jan. 15. He finished the game 
and took part in Toronto's next practice before being diagnosed.  

"With the break upcoming, it's a little easier to pull back," Keefe said. 
"Any time a player has a head injury the concern is significant, but I 
believe he's on the right track. The medical team is on top of it, and we'll 
do all we can to give him the best care possible." 

After a loss in New York on Jan. 19, Marner was asked about playing 
without Muzzin.  

"You miss him in a lot of ways, but the head's no joke," Marner said. "We 
got to make sure that when he comes back, he's fully ready to go. We 
don't need anything hurting him in the future or even past hockey. He's 
got a family and kids. There's more important things than trying to battle 
through stuff like that." 

--- 

With Muzzin sidelined, Rasmus Sandin has moved up to the second 
defence pair.  

"Sandy's been really good," said partner Justin Holl. "An easy guy to play 
with. He's been helpful all over the ice. I can't say enough good things 
about the way he's been playing." 

What does Sandin, 21, do to make life easy?  

"Getting pucks in the D zone, he might make a quick cutback and that 
gives me an opportunity to find space to support him," Holl outlined. 
"Also, a lot of talk all over the ice and working in tandem in the offensive 
zone." 

Sandin scored his first goal of the season on Saturday, which broke a 4-4 
tie late in the third period.   

"We had the puck pretty low there and [Tavares] made a terrific pass," 
Sandin said. "I had a lot of thoughts going through my head there. I had a 
pretty similar situation in L.A., and I missed that one, so I'm very happen 
this one went in." 

Sandin now has one goal and nine assists in 34 games this season.  

"Nobody likes to have a zero beside their name no matter what position 
you play," said Keefe. "That is a good thing to get that out of his head." 

It was Sandin's first goal since May 22, 2021, when he beat Carey Price 
in Game 2 of the playoff series against Montreal. 

"He's a really skilled offensive defenceman, so he probably expected to 
score more than he has so far," Holl pointed out, "but it's one of those 
deals where you score your first and hopefully the floodgates will open." 

    ENTER SANDMAN!! #LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/HK2vjuYetQ 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) January 30, 2022 

--- 

The Leafs are winning 55.7 per cent of their faceoffs, which leads the 
league. Last season, Toronto won 51.1 per cent of its draws, which 
ranked 10th overall.  

Assistant coach Manny Malhotra, a dynamo at the dot in his playing 
days, is making an important contribution.  
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"This season there's been a lot more focus for him on ... how we play as 
a team going into the faceoff and after the puck is dropped," Keefe said. 
"We've seen a huge jump there with little details and habits on faceoffs 
that have allowed our wingers to help out more and come up with a lot 
more 50-50 pucks." 

The addition of Kampf, who anchors the third line while winning 55.4 per 
cent of his draws, has also been key.  

"There's no real drop on any of our lines, so we've maintained a high 
level line over line," Keefe said. 

The Devils are only winning 47.5 per cent of their faceoffs, which ranks 
28th overall.  

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) January 31, 2022 

--- 

The Leafs reach the halfway point of their schedule – Game No. 41 – 
tonight.  

"I'm really excited with where we're at and what we've done," Keefe said. 
"We're playing .700 hockey with lots of room to grow." 

Toronto's .713 points percentage is tied for fourth overall entering 
Monday's games. The Leafs lead the league in power-play percentage 
while ranking sixth in penalty-kill rate. They are fifth in goals per game 
and tied for fifth in goals against per game.  

"We're definitely not satisfied with where we are," said Kerfoot. "We know 
we have a lot to improve on, especially on the defensive side of things." 

The Leafs are allowing 3.63 goals per game in their last eight contests 
dating back to Jan. 8. They rank 30th overall during this leaky stretch.  

"The key to our game is to protect the middle of the ice and not give 
teams easy looks in and around the house," Kerfoot said. "There's lots of 
things that go into that but, above all, it's just a mentality and a 
commitment to defence. When we've been at our best, we've shown we 
can be really good in that area, and it's slipped a little bit as of late."  

Alexander Kerfoot says that there was a lot of positive energy on the 
bench and belief in the locker room, despite the Leafs not performing well 
in the first two periods against Detroit. Kerfoot adds that the belief in the 
group gives them the ability to take on any opponent, at any time, and be 
able to battle back and win. 

--- 

Leafs lines at Monday's morning skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kase  

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds  

Ritchie, Clifford  

Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl 

Dermott - Liljegren  

Dahlstrom  

Campbell starts  

Mrazek  

Power play units at Monday's morning skate: 

Quarterback: Rielly | 

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Bumper/Net front: Tavares, Nylander rotating  

Quarterback: Sandin 

Flanks: Mikheyev, Spezza  

Bumper: Kase 

Net front: Bunting 
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TSN.CA / Stanley Cup contenders have already separated from the field 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The National Hockey League, particularly in relation to the other major 
North American sports leagues, requires a lengthy regular season. 

A low-scoring league susceptible to high single-game volatility that 
features a points system that recognizes overtime losses means we need 
a lot of games to separate the wheat from the chaff. 

But if you have looked at the standings recently, this season is a bit 
different. Absent the muddied middle of the Pacific Division, the league 
has shown itself to be quite top heavy at the halfway mark. Playoff 
probability models show 14 teams with 85 per cent or better odds of 
qualifying for the playoffs – an extraordinarily high number of qualifying 
teams considering the number of games remaining. 

You can infer from that fact alone there’s significant divergence in the 
talent of teams this year, or a reduced level of parity. You can also see 
that story reinforced in the data. If we look at every team’s per-game goal 
differential, we see a marked volatility increase. Lower standard 
deviations here would indicate teams are closely clustered in talent, 
whereas a bigger number indicates broad separation between the haves 
and have-nots: 

I would be wary of expecting standings compression over the second half 
of the season merely because teams have 35 or 40 games remaining. If 
you look at the last 82-game season (2018-19) and split it in half, you 
notice little change. 

This year is unique, and the contenders have separated from the 
pretenders early. If you think talent divergence is something that 
develops over multiple years, the fact that 2020-21 was a similarly top-
heavy season lends itself to that argument. 

This trend made me curious about how we can evaluate the prospective 
playoff teams. After all, beating up on bottom feeders is little more than 
getting through the NHL schedule. With the most generosity possible, 11 
teams have effectively been eliminated from postseason contention at 
the halfway point. 

To that end, let’s look at the performance of our expected playoff teams 
against other expected playoff teams only, and see what we can make of 
the current standings landscape. For the sake of the Pacific Division, I 
used points percentage to qualify teams, which puts the Anaheim Ducks 
as the last team in over the Los Angeles Kings. 

Here’s how it looks: 

What’s interesting about this graph is it’s speaking loudly about the 
Atlantic Division. Florida and Toronto lead the pack by way of goal 
differential against playoff-calibre clubs, while two division rivals in 
Tampa Bay and Boston are in trail. Or said another way: The Lightning 
and Bruins have pushed into playoff positions by beating up on weaker 
teams, offsetting a lot of losses against better competition. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 1, 2022 

 

Let’s just look at these three teams for a second, season-to-date: 

A quick look at the standings shows the Panthers are the cream of the 
crop in the Atlantic Division, with teams like the Maple Leafs (57 points) 
and Bruins (53 points) chasing from behind. And while that’s true, I think 
this is a notable and marked shift in performance. 

Florida has punished every team in its path, but Toronto has been game 
for quality opponents as well. In Toronto’s 21-game sample, they saw an 
average margin of victory of +0.52 goals, with a third of those games 
coming as multi-goal victories. 

Compare that to Boston, who are just four points in trail in the standings: 
the Bruins have an average margin of victory of -0.9 goals per game 
against strong teams and have four multi-goal victories on a base of 20 
games played. 

I normally prefer to look at a team’s whole body of work, because more 
data only strengthens our confidence of how well a player or team is 
performing. But this year is an interesting outlier, if only because there 
has already been so much separation in the standings. 

If the contenders have already separated themselves from the 
pretenders, then the next few months may be about Stanley Cup-calibre 
teams separating themselves from run-of-the-mill playoff teams. 
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