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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 9 Carolina Hurricanes 

By Scott Wheeler 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL 
organization’s prospects.You can find the complete ranking 
and more information on the criteria here, as we count down 
daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The series, which includes in-
depth evaluations and commentary from sources on more 
than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

Seth Jarvis has graduated, Jake Bean is a Columbus Blue 
Jacket, Morgan Geekie is a Seattle Kraken, Jesper Sellgren 
has aged out, and yet the Hurricanes pool, which was 
already one of the league’s deepest, is now deeper than it 
has probably ever been. 

There are a clear top nine prospect pools in this year’s 
countdown and though the Hurricanes no longer have a top 
prospect of the quality of all of other teams in front of them 
here, they belong in the league’s top tier without any 
hesitation. That’s true even after they didn’t pick in the first 
round in 2021 because of how well they did with the 13 (!) 
picks that they had in rounds 2-7, and how much value they 
have found in each of the last four drafts. 

In terms of total quantity of good prospects, there is not a 
team in the NHL whose pool is as full as the Hurricanes’. The 
26-player length of their ranking makes this the longest list in 
this year’s project. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 5 (change: -4) 

1. Scott Morrow, RHD, 19 (UMass-Amherst) 

The hardest decision on this list was actually who to rank No. 
1 (which is kind of interesting, considering that’s the easiest 
decision for just about every team). I debated slotting each of 
the top four players here in just about any order you could 
think of. But Morrow has been so impressive as a freshman 
that he feels like the right call here. The kids who jump from 
high school hockey directly into the NCAA typically take 
longer to adjust than the kids who enter via the USHL, 
Canada’s Jr. A ranks, or the national development program. 
It’s even more uncommon for them to not just make that 
transition smoothly, but to immediately become one of the 
top players at their position in college hockey. And that’s 
what Morrow has done. Buffalo’s Owen Power and Ottawa’s 
Jake Sanderson stand alone as the best defencemen in 
college hockey this season, but Morrow is already in that 
next tier and he’s certainly in the conversation as the top 
freshman D in the country. He’s an excellent transition 
defender who transports pucks confidently, plays boldly 
inside the offensive zone, and possesses impressive 
handling skill for a defenceman. He’s an exit/entry machine 
who carves teams up through the neutral zone with head 
fakes, side-steps and cuts (his skating really impresses on its 
edges, even if he’s not explosive). When he’s on the ice, he 
wants to take over and direct play in possession and does so 
by guiding opposing players out of his way. And on top of all 
of that, he’s a 6-foot-2 righty whose game defensively has 

both taken steps this season and proven that some of last 
year’s bad habits were about a level that was below him 
more than they were major concerns about his game. 
There’s real top-four upside to Morrow’s game if he 
continues on the steep trajectory he’s on into next season at 
UMass. 

2. Ryan Suzuki, C, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

Suzuki’s becoming a bit of a tricky player to project and 
evaluate because of a combination of his growing injury 
history and the early jump to the AHL that was necessitated 
by the pandemic. The good news is that as I write this 
Suzuki, who has played just five games so far this season 
(all in October), is back practicing in a regular jersey again. 
And the better news is that I watched a couple of those five 
games and he looked great pre-injury. Suzuki’s a highly 
gifted player who plays a flow game that breezes around the 
ice in possession. He’s still got a propensity to hang onto the 
puck too long and try one too many moves, but when he 
makes quick decisions and plays fast he’s a ton of fun. 
He has always had the line-driving on-puck skill of a top-six 
NHL talent. He leads rushes and pushes pace through 
neutral ice as a primary carrier on his line, hitting the blue 
line with speed to make something happen. He can beat 
defenders and goalies one-on-one with his hands, 
particularly his unique ability to pull and drag pucks through 
his feat and across his body to leap around opposing players 
with a side-step or cut. He’s also a creative, inventive passer 
who can run a power play, execute through layers, and feed 
pucks into space for his linemates. His quick acceleration 
gives him defensive value in races and on lifts when he 
commits to them (an area which has improved a great deal). 
Suzuki doesn’t have the overall build, strength or shot to 
maybe reach that top-six potential in its fullest, but a career 
as an impactful, offensively-inclined top-nine forward is 
definitely still in the cards for him. 

3. Ville Koivunen, RW/LW, 18 (Karpat) 

Koivunen’s a highly-entertaining, highly-gifted winger who is 
having an excellent age-adjusted season (especially 
considering his June birthday) in Liiga as one of Karpat’s top 
scorers in his rookie season at the level (and one was piece 
of Finland’s best line through two games at the world juniors 
before the tournament was shut down). He’s a delight to 
watch with the puck on his stick. He’s a crafty problem-solver 
whose game tilts towards offence (he’s got work to do to 
become a more reliable player defensively). He can 
manufacture offence in a lot of ways off of the perimeter, 
whether that’s playing pucks into space with the perfect 
weight or baiting defenders into reaches so that he can cut 
past them. He’s one of those kids who can just carve the 
offensive zone up as a dual-threat scorer and passer. I’ve 
also liked him more and more on the cycle this season, 
which is a nice step forward for a young player who already 
excels in open ice. He has also had a bit of a growth spurt 
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(he was listed at 5-foot-11 and 161 pounds in his draft year 
and he’s 6-foot and 172 pounds). I see top-six upside with 
the right development plan and some patience. 

4. Noel Gunler, RW/LW, 20 (Brynas IF) 

Loyal readers will know that Gunler’s a kid I stuck my neck 
out on throughout the draft process. Despite concerns about 
his consistency (which I believe are overstated and which I 
know are unsupported by his underlying results), his effort 
level, and his commitment defensively, some of which 
compounded to result in his move from Lulea to Brines, 
Gunler remains an undeniably talented, high-upside 
prospect. He’s the SHL’s second-leading under-21 scorer so 
far this season despite usage that has again slowly 
diminished as the season progressed (he began the year 
playing 16-18 minutes a night and he’s now playing 10-12). 
Gunler is a natural scorer whose shot, hands and bouts of 
ingenuity give him clear power-play, top-of-the-lineup upside. 
But there’s work that needs to be done to round out his game 
and it may now be difficult for him to break the reputation that 
has (often undeservedly, in my view) followed him. Because 
the production is there, his offensive-zone tools pop, his shot 
is lethal from a standstill or in motion (it generates significant 
torque through his stick, slinging off of his blade with a ton of 
spin), and he protects the puck extremely well on his 
backhand (which helps him drop a shoulder and cut to the 
net to shoot off of his forehand on his off-wing). He’s always 
looking to shoot high but he rarely misses the net. Some 
scouts question his skating but he creates separation and 
breakaways for himself too consistently for me to argue 
against his straight-line speed (even if his stride can splay a 
little and he can pick up his stick into a pitchfork skating 
stride when he’s really pushing himself) or his timing (which 
a lot of the game’s open space comes down to). He’s got a 
pro frame at 6-foot-2 as well. It may take the right coach and 
development team to give him the confidence and 
opportunities he needs to fulfil his potential, but I think the 
Hurricanes are among the franchises most equipped to “get 
it.” 

There just aren’t many players his age who score on clean 
looks at the rate he does: 

Nor who make skill plays like the one he does off the wall 
here (especially not 6-foot-2 ones): 

5. Jack Drury, C, 21 (Chicago Wolves/Carolina Hurricanes) 

Drury just keeps playing good hockey at every level. First it 
was the USHL. Then it was the NCAA. Then it was the SHL. 
And this year it has been the AHL and the NHL. He doesn’t 
have the dynamic qualities of the players in front of him here 
but he’s the safest bet to be an everyday forward. Drury has 
always been knowns as a driven, 200-foot centre who 
involves himself in the play, plays within his team’s structure 
without cheating, works to get the puck back, and excels at 
moulding his game to play alongside talented wingers. But 
his offensive skill has also developed along a steep 
trajectory, with above-average tools across the board as a 
finisher, handler, and passer who can now create offence in 
a variety of ways. So while his game starts with the strong 
foundation and a sound commitment to the details, there’s 
skill that happens in between and an approach that takes 

what’s given and executes. He also turns 22 tomorrow, so 
happy birthday! 

6. Jamieson Rees, C/LW, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

After a strong start to his pro career in the AHL last season 
when the OHL never got up and running, Rees has remained 
an effective player for the Wolves this season without taking 
a step forward to really showcase the pesky skill that 
distinguishes him (some of which is driven by poor puck luck 
and a low shooting percentage that should rebound). When 
he finds his game at the AHL (and potentially NHL level), 
you’re going to know it because his game is hard to miss and 
his presence can be felt on every shift. Rees can impact a 
game in so many ways, whether he’s hunting down loose 
pucks, fighting for body positioning to win battles against 
bigger players (he’s a fiery 5-foot-11), making something 
happen at the front of the net, or circling the offensive zone 
in possession to facilitate or cut to the slot for a chance. 
Rees is a slippery stickhandler who changes directions on 
defenders to keep cycles alive but also has a ton of talent in 
traffic to the slot (or in the shootout). He plays on the edge 
when he doesn’t have the puck and surprises defenders and 
goalies with his hands when he has it (though there are 
times when he tries to do too much). He’s a better passer 
than finisher, and he’s not the biggest kid in the world, but he 
plays a pro style and if he can learn to control some of his 
decisions better he’ll have value up and down an NHL lineup 
someday. 

7. Anttoni Honka, RHD, 21 (JYP) 

Honka has been a top young player in Liiga this season. 
While his league-worst plus-minus can serve as ammunition 
for his detractors, who argue his game defensively is a 
glaring concern, I would argue that has more to do with 
playing 18-plus minutes a night for the league’s worst team. 
Honka’s underlying results favour him. He has been a victim 
of brutal on-ice luck and goaltending, with one of the 
league’s worst PDOs to show for it. He has driven 
possession in each season he has played in Liiga, with 
positive relative shot differentials yet again this year. And he 
has proven to be to be highly productive (he ranks near the 
top of the league’s defencemen in shot generation and 
points, and leads JYP in scoring as a defenceman no less). 
There’s certainly a boom or bust factor to Honka’s projection 
given the way he is perceived, his propensity for getting 
caught out of position trying to play offence, and his size (5-
foot-10), but there’s also undeniable upside and if he hits 
he’s going to be just as good as he is fun. Honka’s one of the 
more purely talented defencemen in his age group. 
Offensively, he’s an impressive skater through his footwork 
(more than through his pushes), he’s a superb outlet passer, 
and his skill with the puck reminds of talented forwards on 
entries or one-on-one off of the point. He’s an extremely 
creative east-west seam passer, and he makes pro-level skill 
plays that lead directly to goals. Defensively, he still needs to 
refine his positioning and decision-making but he has made 
real progress in both areas and he’s sturdier than he looks. 
He’ll always have clear power-play utility and I think he’s 
closer to where he needs to get (given his age) in the other 
areas than he gets credit for. I’d really like to see him in the 
AHL. 

8. Joey Keane, RHD, 21 (Chicago Wolves) 
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Keane’s got a look about him on the ice that really sets him 
apart out there. His posture makes him look stilted and stiff, 
he gets way out over his toes through his stride, and he 
holds his stick high on the shaft. But the reality of his game is 
much smoother than the look of it, with elite skating ability, a 
physical presence, excellent transition value (both ways), 
and an overall toughness and confidence about him. His 
skating helps him escape trouble, he plays an aggressive 
style, and he’s a righty with pro athleticism. Those things 
should make him a useful No. 4-6 D who gives a group of six 
some uncommon elements. He faces the same challenge 
many Wolves (formerly Checkers) players have before him 
though (just ask Bean or Haydn Fleury): An NHL team with 
depth on the blue line that makes it hard to break in. 

9. Patrik Puistola, LW/RW, 21 (Jukurit) 

I don’t love using comparables because of the way they 
dumb down player evaluation remove some of the nuance 
and description that should define it, but … it’s hard not to 
see some of the similarities that exist between Puistola and 
Gunler. Both were polarizing prospects in their draft year. 
Both skate in stances that bow out. Both are natural finishers 
with long followthroughs in their shooting motions. Both carry 
pucks wide when they pull pucks across their bodies. And 
both will need the right kind of development and support to 
reach their full potential. When Puistola is involved in the 
game, getting touches, and playing with good players, he’s 
one of my favourite young players in the sport to watch and 
regularly flashes spectacular, ankle-breaking stickhandling 
ability and an NHL wrist shot that can clean beat goalies. 
He’s crafty with the puck on his stick and he can play through 
contact because of that low base in his skating posture that I 
talked about. Maybe most of all, though, he wants to be a 
difference-maker. He wants to attack off of the flank and 
make a big play. And he’s talented enough to beat players 
one-on-one to create for himself or deke past a first layer and 
then use the attention that follows to feed a puck into space 
on the backside of the pressure to set up a teammate. I love 
the way he shapes his shots and changes angles through his 
release, too (he’s as comfortable on the toe and backhand of 
his blade as he is at the centre of his forehand). But he might 
not have the speed or acceleration needed to get to the 
danger areas in the same way in the NHL, and he comes 
with some warts. He’s got power-play upside for sure, so if 
he can figure it all out at even strength there might be a 
complementary scorer there. If one of he, Gunler or Dominik 
Bokk (who I’ll get to next) hit, that should be considered a 
success because it might mean another top-six option. I like 
taking those gambles, because the alternative is seeking out 
prospects to be the role players you can find for cheap each 
summer in free agency anyways. 

I’d rather try to build up the kid who can already do this: 

Or this: 

10. Dominik Bokk, RW/LW, 22 (Chicago Wolves) 

I’ve said it before, but Bokk drives me crazy in ways that 
Gunler and Puistola (who draw similar criticisms) don’t 
because I think when they’ve run into trouble thus far it has 
been due to a combination of themselves, perception, and 
circumstance, whereas Bokk’s challenges feel almost 
entirely self-inflicted the more you watch him. On one hand, 

he’s got undeniable NHL skill with the puck on his stick 
inside the offensive zone, skill that has allowed him to 
completely dominate his peers and has occasionally really 
flashed at the pro level. On the other, everywhere he goes 
he seems to underperform himself into roles that are beneath 
him and then put himself in a cycle that he can’t get out of 
because his game requires talent around it. He can frustrate 
the hell out of me. His natural skill is there in spades. He can 
break down coverage laterally with his hands. His wrister is 
threatening from mid-0range (and sometimes from bad 
angles too). When he gets to the interior, he can make things 
happen. But he’s also constantly trying to do too much 
(either that or his brain isn’t working fast enough out there). 
The pieces just don’t fit together and the clock is ticking 
given his age. He’s closer to make or break than the other 
polarizing Carolina prospects. 

11. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, 22 (Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod) 

When goalies just keep getting results you have to respect 
them because of the ebbs and flows in performance that 
most of them face year-to-year. And Kotchetkov now has a 
body of work that warrants a move to North America to give 
the NHL a run via the AHL. After bouncing around levels and 
clubs in previous years in search of the opportunity those 
numbers demanded, it has been nice to see him find stability 
this season and perform. He’s a little on the smaller side for 
a goalie but he grew a couple of inches late in his 
development to go from 6-foot to 6-foot-2, he’s quick on his 
feet (and knees), he’s technically sound, and he’s athletic, 
relying on sharp angles to control the first rebound and his 
movement to make recovery saves. I like the way he tracks 
the play but he can be prone to letting mid-danger shots 
squeak through his body when he’s set in his stance. That’s 
really my only nitpick though. 

12. Zion Nybeck, LW/RW, 19 (HV71) 

There are far more outcomes for Nybeck’s career that end 
shy of the NHL than that end in it. That’s the reality when 
you’re listed at 5-foot-6 by a league where you can count on 
two hands the number of players that size who’ve ever 
played in it. In fact, most of the players listed below him here 
are probably more likely to play games in the NHL than he is. 
But Nybeck’s talent gap and tools suggest he may have a 
chance at becoming an exception to the rule and this project 
is about balancing that possibility against the upside of other 
players. His age-adjusted production in Sweden’s top junior 
league remain remarkable and while questions about his size 
and skating (his skating being the bigger issue than his size) 
are fair, everything else in Nybeck’s game points in the same 
direction as his results do. Inside the offensive zone, Nybeck 
is evasive with the puck on his stick, sliding under and 
around defenders to play through layers and quickly finishing 
plays when he’s left open. His ability to stutter and make 
defenders bite are high end, and he manages his limitations 
well all told. He’s going to have to learn to play faster as he 
progresses up levels, and he’s always going to struggle a 
little in board battles physically (though he is stocky for his 
size) but every player has drawbacks at this point in a list 
and I like his assets a whole lot. He’s a long-term project but 
I expect him to become a top offensive creator at every level 
below the NHL in time. Then it will become about breaking 
through. 
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13. Dom Fensore, LHD, 20 (Boston University) 

As long as the odds are for a forward as tiny as Nybeck, 
they’re even longer for tiny defencemen. So it’s good, at 
least as far as the data on those likelihoods is concerned 
(regardless of the merit), that Fensore is now listed at 5-foot-
9 (which is a couple of inches taller than he was at the U.S. 
NTDP). He’s also got all of the things you’d hope that he has 
if he’s going to make it as the exception to the rule. He’s an 
A-level skater forward and backward, and an even better one 
going laterally because of his footwork. He’s an excellent 
power-play quarterback because of his ability to maneuver 
against pressure, adjust his feet, change angles, and play 
through layers as a passer. And he’s a brilliant exits/entries 
player who carves teams up in transition. Really the only part 
of his game on the offensive side of the puck that doesn’t 
pop is his shot. Otherwise, it’s all there. And because his feet 
are so smooth, he also has defensive value gapping up in 
transition to force dumps (and then pivoting to track back and 
collect them so that he can move play the other direction), or 
sliding into lanes to intercept passes and be disruptive when 
a player drops his head. If he’s to succeed in the NHL 
eventually though, it’ll be because of his ability to play in 
possession and spend more time on offence than defence. 
With the right partner, I think it might work. He’s an excellent 
college defenceman and he only just turned 20 in 
September. 

14. Vasili Ponomaryov, C, 19 (Spartak Moskva/Khimik 
Voskresensk) 

Ponomaryov has been good in his first year back in Russia 
following two seasons in the QMJHL. I’ve watched him play 
at least one game at each of the levels and he looked 
dominant in the junior level MHL, impactful in the second-tier 
VHL, and like he belonged in the KHL. He’s always on the 
puck, he’s got great hands, he can penalty kill effectively, he 
passes the puck well, and he opens up to make himself 
available offensively. While he’s not the biggest, strongest, 
fastest, or most talented kid, he understands how to play 
from A to B. He’s also stronger than you might think at a 
cursory glance and uses his body positioning to come up 
with a lot of pucks. And then he also has skill, enough to 
deceive good defenders, pick apart schemes with the puck, 
and make plays off of all of the retrievals he wins. I’m a fan. 
He has some intriguing qualities, he’s versatile, and he plays 
the same way regardless of how much he’s playing or who 
he’s playing with. 

15. Jackson Blake, RW, 18 (Chicago Steel) 

After torching the Minnesota high school circuit and getting 
his feet wet on a title run with the Steel in his draft year, 
Blake, a University of North Dakota commit, has been one of 
the USHL’s best players and top producers this season. He’s 
a high-energy, up-tempo worker who compensates for his 
smallish frame (which he has the benefit of time to develop 
due to his August birthday) by playing hard and fast, while 
also having plenty of skill. I love his approach, which looks to 
attack the inside and make plays. There’s no backing down 
to his game, he makes a lot happen in and out of traffic, and 
I’ve seen him make difficult plays out of nothing with the puck 
on his stick. I’m going to wait until I see him do what he’s 
doing this season at the college level before I get too excited, 

but if he looks anything like I think he might as a freshman 
next year, you’ll see him higher on this list in short order. 

16. Aleksi Heimosalmi, RHD, 18 (Assat) 

It can be hard to measure success for a player in 
Heimosalmi’s situation this year. He’s playing 17 minutes a 
night in the fifth-best pro league in the world as a teenager. 
But he’s also playing for one of the worst teams in that 
league and his results (underlying and raw counting stats) 
don’t favour him. None of that warrants strong 
determinations on what he is or what he’ll become one way 
or another. But it’s not as though he has taken off on a steep 
upward trajectory either. Heimosalmi’s game is built around 
his footwork, his insides edges, his pivots, and increasingly 
his speed in straight lines (the other stuff has always popped 
but he looks faster through his pushes this year too, which is 
great). His smooth four-way mobility can really catch your 
attention and he’s the kind of player who’s more likely to 
carry than pass if there’s open space available to him. He 
works the blue line effortlessly, navigating across and off of it 
to change looks, put opposing teams into scrambles, and 
open up his options. His ability to make opposing players 
behave like he wants them to really stands out and allows 
him to escape pressure, create entries, and then manage 
play inside the offensive zone. His skating also helps him 
play a stick-on-puck, disruptive style defensively. But he’s 
also on the smaller side for a defenceman and his puck skill 
and shooting don’t pop. His finished product may be 
something. It’s not around the next corner though. 

17. Alexander Nikishin, RHD, 20 (Spartak Moskva) 

Nikishin has had about as good a season as you could hope 
for given his makeup, his past performance, and his 
projection. He’s playing 19 minutes a game in the second-
best pro league in the world and he has been named to 
Russia’s Olympic team for the men’s tournament. Nikishin’s 
a physically advanced (6-foot-4, 216-pound) defender whose 
strength is evident in his blistering point shot, his ability to 
win board battles, and his net-front boxouts. The question 
with Nikishin is less about his ability to hold his own 
defensively, complement a more active partner, and penalty 
kill than it is about what his upside looks like beyond that. But 
he has taken steps there this season and has certainly 
looked to be more aggressive with his best asset inside the 
offensive zone (that shot). He moves the puck fine, he 
manages the point effectively, he’s a decent skater, and he’s 
a righty. I like the way he reads the play, closes off the wall, 
and gets into passing lanes. He’s not talented enough to 
offer much offence at the next level but I’ve believed in his 
offensive game since his draft year and it has begun to show 
itself as adequate against pros. He’s got upside as a bottom-
four defender. 

18. Aidan Hreschuk, LHD, 18 (Boston College) 

I think I was a little too high on Hreschuk in his draft year but 
he remains a player I’m very fond of. While his production 
doesn’t leap off the page, he has been an effective player as 
a true freshman for the Eagles, quietly driving results at both 
ends and often playing important minutes. He lacks that one 
dynamic quality that says, “that’s going to carry him to the 
NHL,” but he plays a modern, possession-driving game 
backed by making simple plays consistently well in all three 
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zones. Across the offensive-zone blue line, he’s a careful 
manager who uses good footwork and tracking to place 
pucks through lanes to the net for a shot or to a teammate 
for a scoring chance. Inside his own zone, he does a good 
job navigating away from danger to start exits with little bump 
passes or that split second of poise required for a teammate 
to get open for a headman. He reads the play correctly much 
more often than incorrectly with and without the puck. 
There’s some quiet deception to his game, and he’s just as 
comfortable running the offence with the puck on his stick as 
he is playing deferentially to his teammates depending on 
the situation. Plus he’s always engaged and he’s sneaky-
good in puck battles for a 5-foot-11 defenceman. I expect 
him to be a top college hockey defenceman as a junior and 
senior. 

Here’s Hreschuk on himself: “I’m a two-way defender, I can 
play in both ends, I use my skating, I use my stick to break 
up plays, and I just try to get inside on guys and close out 
plays quick. When I get my feet up ice and I get moving, I 
think I can really try to make things happen. I can definitely 
beat the first forechecker up the ice and gain zone entry.” 

19. Ronan Seeley, LHD, 19 (Everett Silvertips) 

Seeley has always played an efficient, calculating, heady 
game very well. But questions have often lingered about the 
translatability of that game without a defining quality and his 
ability to command the ice. This year, though, it’s clear he 
has looked to take charge more. That’s true in the WHL in 
his role as Silvertips captain, where he’s arguably the most 
complete player on a top team. And it was true, a little 
surprisingly so, in how aggressive he looked alongside Owen 
Power in the early going with Team Canada at the world 
juniors. I expected him to play off of Power but he looked to 
involve himself and make things happen as well. He defends 
well with an active and disruptive stick, he’s gotten faster, 
he’s got great timing and recognition on pinches, and while 
his game is relatively simple offensively, he executes at a 
high level and he can stretch the ice on outlets. His ceiling 
isn’t super high but he’s a legit prospect. 

Here’s one source on growing belief in Seeley: “Stability. 
He’s excellent defensively, he provides an offensive punch 
there (in Everett), they’ve been one of the top teams in junior 
hockey since the first game of the season, he has an 
excellent track record, and he has continued to improve.” 

20. Alexander Pashin, LW/RW, 19 (Tolpar Ufa/Toros 
Neftekamsk) 

Pashin is another small (5-foot-7) but hardworking winger 
who gets all over the ice to make things happen and has 
really taken a step in his development with his play in the 
VHL this season. He’s extremely comfortable in high traffic 
because of his impressive dexterity, but he’s also 
opportunistic and understands how to use time and space to 
delay into spots or support the play. And he works to correct 
against his small frame by keeping his feet moving. I see a 
kid with some intriguing qualities who had a late-July birthday 
in his draft class and could potentially look like a value pick 
with the proper time to marinate and develop into offensive 
roles at each next level before he makes the leap beyond. 
He has the agility, the skill, and the work ethic needed to 
succeed at his size. Just as hitting on one of Gunler, Puistola 
and Bokk should be a success, the Hurricanes will be 
laughing if one of Nybeck, Pashin or Robidas works out to 
give them a diminutive contributor. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into 
team-specific tiers in order to give you a better sense of the 
talent proximity from one player to the next (a gap which is 
sometimes minute and in other cases quite pronounced). 

The Hurricanes pool divides into three-wide groups. They 
are: 1-5, 6-10, 11-20 (and into the extended honourable 
mentions). That first group comprises players who I think 
have an opportunity to be impactful NHL players. The 
second group make up players of similar intrigue and upside 
but longer (considerably so in some cases) odds. But it’s the 
third group that distinguishes the Hurricanes pool. There are 
players in their honourable mentions here who would rank in 
the top 20 of all but maybe one of the eight teams that rank 
ahead of them in the series. Justin Robidas is the captain of 
his QMJHL team. Joel Nystrom is a regular in the SHL as a 
teenager and was just at the world juniors. Robert Orr’s 
strength coach, Anthony Mansi, has been in my ear about 
how powerful his client is on and off the ice. Massimo Rizzo 
and Kevin Wall are top scorers on their college teams. Those 
guys are virtually interchangeable with everyone in the 11-20 
range and I pulled my hair out excluding them.
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Heading into All-Star break, Hurricanes exceeding expectations 

Carolina had its doubters after a widely panned offseason, 
but the team sits near the top of the NHL 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — There were plenty of doubters after the 
Carolina Hurricanes retooled their roster in the offseason 
despite being one of the NHL’s top teams the season before. 

Now just past the halfway point of the 2021-22 campaign, the 
critics have been silenced by Carolina’s 31-9-2 record, one 
that has them atop the Eastern Conference standings and 
looking like one of a handful of legitimate Stanley Cup 
contenders. 

How did we get here? The easy answer is coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, who has followed up winning the Jack Adams 
Award as the NHL’s top coach with another masterful 
performance behind the bench. But it also took deft moves 
that weren’t popular among many observers. 

Overhaul the defense 

Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce have been the cornerstones 
of the Hurricanes’ defense since they burst on the scene 
fresh out of college in 2015-16. But the addition of Dougie 
Hamilton before the 2018-19 season brought the D corps to 
another level. 

Hamilton had 42 goals and 121 points in three seasons in 
Carolina, but the 7-year, $63 million contract offered by the 
Devils last offseason was deemed a luxury the Hurricanes 
couldn’t afford. 

Carolina’s front office knew it couldn’t replace Hamilton with 
one player, so they did it by committee. Ethan Bear was 
acquired from Edmonton for forward Warren Foegele, and 
Tony DeAngelo — the mercurial defenseman who was sent 
home and bought out by the Rangers the previous season — 
was signed to a one-year bargain contract. 

Add in rugged free agent signings Ian Cole and Brendan 
Smith, and the Hurricanes spent just $6.7 million against the 
salary cap this season for four blueliners to complement 
Slavin, Pesce and Brady Skjei. 

DeAngelo has been an unequivocal success, registering 33 
points in 35 games while avoiding the controversies and 
misbehavior that had plagued him previously in his junior and 
pro careers. 

Cole and Smith have been as advertised — bottom-pairing 
defenders who can kill penalties and add veteran guile and 
snarl to the back end. 

Moves to make: The one question mark has been Bear, who 
has never seemed to bounce back from a 10-day COVID-19 
quarantine earlier in the season. If the Hurricanes are going 
to add a player ahead of the trade deadline, it could be 
someone that bolsters the right side of their defense. 

Goalie reset 

That Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both left in free agency 
wasn’t a surprise, but the trade that shipped Calder Trophy 
finalist Alex Nedeljkovic to Detroit raised plenty of eyebrows 
— and gave the “never trade with Steve Yzerman” crowd a 
chance to scream from the rooftops again. 

Just over six months later, the Hurricanes look like a front 
office with a leg up on the rest of the league. 

Carolina signed Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta and 
added veteran journeyman Alex Lyon as the No. 3, and it 
heads into the All-Star break with the frontrunners for the 
Jennings Trophy given to the goaltending tandem with the 
fewest goals allowed. 

Andersen in particular has been spectacular, winning 24 of 
his 30 appearances with a 2.01 goals-against average and 
.929 save percentage while being mentioned as a Vezina 
Trophy frontrunner. 

Nedeljkovic, for those keeping score, had a .910 save 
percentage and 2.90 goals-against average for the Red 
Wings behind a less talented team in Detroit. 

Moves to make: Carolina already added depth by signing 
2016 third-round pick Jack LaFontaine from the University of 
Minnesota midseason. The Hurricanes should be good to go 
in net. 

Continued growth at forward 

Sebastian Aho should be a dark horse Hart Trophy 
candidate, and Andrei Svechnikov continues to deliver on his 
promise by taking another step forward in his fourth NHL 
season. The success of both those players doesn’t come as 
a surprise. 

The emergence of 19-year-old Seth Jarvis, however, has 
given the Hurricanes another layer of scoring in their top 
nine, and Jesperi Kotkaniemi has produced in limited 
minutes while Brind’Amour and his staff continue to rebuild 
his game. 

Veterans Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck, both in 
contract years, continue to produce, and Martin Necas — an 
RFA after the season — has shown flashes of brilliance 
though remains inconsistent. 
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The team’s role players have been good, particularly Derek 
Stepan, Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz, who continues to 
get better by the game. 

The one player who has struggled is captain Jordan Staal, 
who is mired in a 33-game goal drought. Staal isn’t at risk of 
losing his job — he still anchors the NHL’s best penalty kill 

and has upped his physicality with his dip in production. But 
if he can get five or six goals in the season’s second half, it 
would go a long way in rebuilding his offensive confidence. 

Moves to make: You can never have enough scoring, and 
Carolina could maybe use one more player on the wing for a 
Stanley Cup push.

 

 

 

All-Star Profile: Sebastian Aho 

Examining the first half of the season for the Canes top line 
center 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - For the second time in his now six-year 
National Hockey League career, Sebastian Aho is an All-
Star. 

After attending the event in 2019 in San Jose, the Finnish 
center earned the nomination again this season with 37 
points in his first 30 games at the time of the league's 
announcement. 

Aside from missing three games due to testing positive for 
COVID-19 in mid-December, the first-year alternate captain 
has anchored the team's top line for 39 of the team's 42 
contests in the first half of the year, providing a consistent 
piece to the puzzle in a lineup that has commonly changed 
around him thus far this year. 

Whether it's been Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen, 
Seth Jarvis and Nino Niederreiter, Jesper Fast or Jordan 
Martinook, Aho has found a way to get it done, pacing the 
team with his now 45 points in 39 games. 

He's been an integral part of the club's special teams units 
as well, publishing 15 points on the man advantage. That 
total co-leads the team along with Teravainen and ranks in 
the top 20 league-wide among all forwards. His average of 
3:12 a night when his team is on the power play is the most 
among all forwards. 

When his club is down a man, Aho has played 79:25 this 
year, second only to Jordan Staal up front. Plus, as we know, 
he's not just logging minutes shorthanded either, he's a key 
reason why the team's penalty kill leads the league. 

His even-strength average of 19:00 per night? Another area 
in which he leads all Canes forwards. 

You name the situation, Aho's done a strong job with it this 
year. 

The Big Moments: 

Aho's Offense Single-Handedly Puts Out The Flames 

Amid a scheduled six-game road trip the Canes went head-
to-head against one of the best defending teams in the 
league on December 9. It was a contest that Rod 
Brind'Amour described post-game as "gross", not loving 
what his team was able to produce in a tight game against 
the club that entered the night tied with Carolina for having 
allowed the fewest goals allowed in the league. However, at 
the end of the day, they were able to pull out a win thanks to 
the 24-year-old forward. 

Before the game reached its ugly setting, Aho put his team 
ahead just over four minutes in, only to be matched in the 
second period by former teammate Noah Hanifin. 

But with less than a minute to go in the extra frame, the All-
Star took matters into his own hands, burning by also former 
teammate Elias Lindholm and stuffing it by Jacob Markstrom. 

"That's your best player. We rely on him to do a lot of things," 
Brind'Amour said post-game of his #20. "He came through 
for us when a lot of guys were just having off nights. 
Sometimes the best players just have to take over." 

History With A Win Over Vegas  

The game-winner in Calgary wasn't the only tally in extra 
time for Aho this year, his other coming last week against 
Vegas. 

His seventh overtime winner as a member of the franchise 
propelled him into the top spot in organization history, 
surpassing Jeff O'Neill. 

Carolina held a 3-1 lead with seven minutes to play in 
regulation, only to face some pushback and a pair of goals 
from the Golden Knights to force overtime. Then, some 
pressure from the center, combined with a miscue from 
Vegas, allowed Andrei Svechnikov to set up his fellow star 
forward to pick up the win. 

Career Contest #400 

It's almost hard to believe that the man known as "Fishy" has 
already reached 400 contests played in his career. Drafted in 
the second round of 2015, Aho is already within the ballpark 
of contributing a point-per-game in his time with the Canes 
and as seen above, is among some of the best to ever do it 
from his country, in terms of the start. 
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Although he was denied the opportunity to represent Finland 
at the 2022 Winter Olympics, Aho was named as one of the 
nation's three priority players in October. 

Back before the unfortunate news regarding the lack of NHL 
player participation in the event, Brind'Amour called it a "no-
brainer". 

"He's matured both as a player and a person, naturally. He's 
put in the work so well as a player, that you see the results. 
He's an elite player. Getting to know him over the years, he's 
a great person. I think him learning the language here as 
helped express himself and he's a leader in our group."

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: A fun fact about every All-Star 

By Kristen Shilton  

It's that time of year again. NHL All-Star Weekend. 

The festivities kick off Friday with the skills competition and 
carry into Saturday's 3-on-3 tournament. It will be another 
star-studded event, filled with the league's biggest and 
brightest talents showing off what they do best. 

Before the puck drops in Las Vegas, we're sharing a little 
knowledge on each All-Star selection to go with this week's 
power rankings. Who was late to start playing hockey? Who 
was motivated early on by candy? And who holds a record 
you probably didn't know about? It's fun facts for all! 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published on Jan. 26. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: .734 

All-Star: Jonathan Huberdeau 

Huberdeau hails from just outside Montreal but he attended 
more Panthers games growing up than he did Canadiens 
games. His parents would pack their family into an RV and 
head for Florida each winter, where Huberdeau spent many 
a night watching his future team in action. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: ,773 

All-Stars: Cale Makar, Nazem Kadri *  

Makar really identified the purchase of a Slurpee as his 
biggest impulse buy in the year 2019. He was also the first 
UMass player to ever win the Hobey Baker Award. 

Kadri is used to building a rapport with linemates, but five 
years ago it was his instant chemistry with a rescue cat that 

brought Jazzy Kadri into his life -- and the little lady became 
a social media star. 

* Nathan MacKinnon is injured and not going 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: .762 

All-Stars: Sebastian Aho, Frederik Andersen 

Aho was drafted in the second round, No. 35 overall, by 
Carolina in 2015 draft. The only player from his draft class to 
have scored more goals (164) than Aho is No. 1 overall pick 
Connor McDavid (217). 

Andersen dreamed of becoming an architect, before his 
father Ernst -- a former goalie -- took him to a hockey rink for 
the first time. Ernst didn't want his son playing net, but 
Andersen was so determined, he'd go into the crease without 
goalie equipment on until Ernst finally gave in. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: .750 

All-Stars: Victor Hedman, Steven Stamkos, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy 

Hedman used this strange COVID-19 era of hockey to his 
advantage when, in July 2021, he became the first player in 
NHL history to have scored a goal in all 12 months of the 
year. 

Stamkos has John Tavares to thank for his No. 91. The 
future stars once played together on a summer league team 
coached by Stamkos' father, and they both wanted to wear 
No. 19. But Stamkos' dad gave that number to Tavares, 
showing his son no favoritism. Stamkos has worn No. 91 
ever since. 

Vasilevskiy took a historic hold on a historic franchise when 
he became just the third goalie to post a win streak of at 
least 11 games against Montreal. For perspective, Turk 
Broda (1939-41) and Alec Connell (1925-27) were the 
others. 
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5. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: .713 

All-Stars: Kirill Kaprizov, Cam Talbot 

Kaprizov had a Minnesota connection before ever stepping 
foot in the state, via two former Golden Gophers -- Cade 
Fairchild and Ryan Stoa. They befriended Kaprizov while 
playing for the same KHL team, helping the young Russian 
learn English and putting in extra work with him on one-
timers after practice. 

Talbot worked 12-hour shifts at a steel mill while in college, 
before he was offered a D-1 scholarship to the University of 
Alabama-Huntsville. He credits that experience to laying a 
foundation of hard work that's carried him throughout a long 
hockey career. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: .726 

All-Stars: Jack Campbell, Auston Matthews 

Campbell played seven pro seasons before recording his 
first NHL win. Last year, he set an NHL record for most 
consecutive wins (11) by a goaltender to start a season. 
Quite a glow up. 

Matthews holds all kinds of team and league records 
(scoring four goals in his debut was a nice start on that front), 
but he can also claim to be the highest scoring player ever 
under age 20 in Switzerland's National League A. He tallied 
46 points in 36 games the season before being drafted No. 1 
overall by Toronto. 

7. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: .674 

All-Stars: Jake Guentzel, Tristan Jarry  

Guentzel scored his first NHL goal during his first shift, with 
his first shot. Just like Mario Lemieux. 

Jarry owns a 60-acre barley farm in Sherwood Park, Alberta. 
Naturally, he's also got a giant retooled red tractor -- 
nicknamed "Ferrari" -- to do all the weeding and other 
necessary farming projects. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: .681 

All-Star: Chris Kreider * 

Kreider would have a stunning personal résumé even without 
his NHL credentials: He can speak five languages (including 
Russian, used for chirping at other players on the bench 
when needed), plays guitar and piano, earned a degree from 
Boston College and reads Hemingway for fun. 

* Adam Fox is injured and not going 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: .620 

All-Stars: Alex Pietrangelo, Mark Stone 

Pietrangelo has averaged more shifts per game (30) since 
entering the league in 2008-09 than any other defenseman 
(with at least 200 games played). 

Stone was a defenseman when he started playing hockey, 
only he couldn't skate backward very well so his father -- 
showing great foresight -- moved his son to forward. The 
rest, of course, is history. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: .648 

All-Star: Jordan Kyrou 

Kyrou's grandfather John immigrated to Canada and was 
hired by Toronto Maple Leafs great Tim Horton to work at his 
original eponymous coffee shop. John made donuts but 
turned down Horton's repeated offer of free tickets to Leafs 
games, the story goes, because he didn't care for the sport. 
Horrors! 

11. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: .641 

All-Stars: Evgeny Kuznetsov, Alexander Ovechkin 

Kuznetsov was so obsessed with hockey as a child that he 
and his friends would buy bottles of soda to bribe the security 
guard at their local rink, so he'd let them skate after the 
building was closed. 

Ovechkin didn't take up hockey until he was 8 years old. By 
12, he had broken the Russian junior hockey single-season 
goal-scoring record set by Pavel Bure at the same age, 
netting six goals in his team's season finale. 

12. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: .652 

All-Stars: Roman Josi, Juuse Saros 

Josi was once turned aside by security while trying to enter 
his neighbor's house party uninvited. The neighbor 
happened to be Taylor Swift. 

Saros recently took up padel to keep his goalie skills sharp. 
A popular pastime in Europe, padel is like a squash-tennis 
hybrid played on a small court where the player on one side 
tries to bounce the ball twice on their opponent's end to earn 
points. Which all sounds like something a goalie would love! 

13. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: .640 

All-Star: Patrice Bergeron 
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Bergeron barely spoke English when the Bruins drafted him 
in 2003 and was self-conscious about his thick French 
accent. Early on, whenever he'd go to dinner with 
teammates, Bergeron would be too nervous to try 
pronouncing any menu items, so he'd just order the same 
thing as whoever was sitting next to him, regardless of what 
it was. 

14. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: .610 

All-Star: Johnny Gaudreau 

Gaudreau was put in skates before he'd mastered walking. 
His father owned a hockey rink and would toss Skittles on 
the ice for Gaudreau to chase after; with the added 
motivation, 2-year-old Gaudreau went from crawling to 
striding toward the sweet treats in no time. 

15. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: .573 

All-Stars: John Gibson, Troy Terry 

Gibson was cut from the Baldwin (Pennsylvania) High 
School hockey team as a freshman and failed to make all his 
top-level youth teams growing up. He went on to be the top-
rated North American goaltender in the 2011 draft, and 
Anaheim selected him 39th overall. 

Terry started out playing roller hockey, not transitioning to 
the ice until he was 7. Terry struggled initially, but still was 
better at hockey than his other sports passions at the time 
(flag football and T-ball). Eventually, Terry got pretty good at 
lacrosse too but chose skates over cleats when push came 
to shove. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: .573 

All-Stars: Leon Draisaitl, Connor McDavid 

Draisaitl not only was the first German-born player to win the 
Hart Trophy (in the 2019-20 season), he's also the league's 
all-time leading scorer from Germany, a feat he 
accomplished with 488 points in just 468 games. 

McDavid nearly went the NCAA route, considering attending 
Boston University. He might have been teammates there 
with Jack Eichel, who was drafted second overall in 2015 
after McDavid went first, but McDavid opted to tear up the 
Ontario Hockey League instead. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: .552 

All-Star: Adrian Kempe 

Kempe had no nickname when he joined the Kings' AHL 
affiliate, the Manchester Monarchs, in 2015. By the end of 
their run to a Calder Cup title that year, Kempe was known 

as "Juice," for the spark he gave Manchester in scoring eight 
goals as an 18-year-old. 

18. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: .558 

All-Star: Joe Pavelski 

Pavelski is so good at so many things -- hockey, tennis, golf, 
you name it -- that his college teammates at Wisconsin 
nicknamed him "The Truth." As in, everything Joe Pavelski 
does is the truth. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: .512 

All-Star: Kyle Connor 

Connor has scored the fourth-most 5-on-5 goals in the NHL 
(109) since his first full season in 2017-18. The only forwards 
with more: Alexander Ovechkin, Connor McDavid and 
Auston Matthews. 

20. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: .477 

All-Star: Zach Werenski 

Werenski played hockey with fellow Michigan native (and 
now, fellow NHL All-Star) Dylan Larkin from the time they 
were 10. It was Larkin who convinced Werenski to attend the 
University of Michigan with him, floating the promise that if 
he did, they could share a dorm room. 

21. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: .522 

All-Star: Timo Meier 

Meier owes a lot to being linemates with Nik Ehlers on the 
QMJHL's Halifax Mooseheads. The 2014-15 campaign was 
Meier's draft year, and he rocketed up boards everywhere 
thanks to a 44-goal, 90-point season that was aided by 
having Ehlers, now a member of the Winnipeg Jets, riding 
shotgun. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: .500 

All-Star: Dylan Larkin 

Larkin was part of an elementary school wrestling club, but 
instead of working on classic moves (think: half-nelson), the 
group would watch WWE clips and try to reenact them. 

23. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: .500 

All-Star: Adam Pelech 
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Pelech has an impressive hockey pedigree -- his older 
brother Matt was drafted 26th overall by Calgary in 2005, his 
brother Michael was a sixth-round pick by Los Angeles in 
2009 and Pelech's uncle Mike Gillis was a No. 5 overall pick 
by the former Colorado Rockies and a former Vancouver 
Canucks general manager. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: .500 

All-Star: Thatcher Demko 

Demko is one of only three California-born goaltenders to 
have played in the NHL (John Blue and Collin Delia are the 
others), and the San Diego native is the winningest of them 
all with 51 career victories entering Tuesday night. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: .433 

All-Star: Alex DeBrincat 

DeBrincat was the second-youngest Blackhawks player 
(after Jeremy Roenick) to record a hat trick; he was 19 when 
he pumped in three goals on Nov. 27, 2017, against 
Anaheim. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: .389 

All-Star: Jack Hughes 

Hughes was housemates with William Nylander as a kid after 
his family moved to Toronto from Florida so his dad Jim 
could work for the Maple Leafs' AHL affiliate. Nylander had 
just been drafted eighth overall by the Leafs, and Hughes 
studied Nylander's every move while they lived under the 
same roof. 

27. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: .356 

All-Star: Jordan Eberle 

Eberle scored 216 goals as a 9-year-old in Hockey Regina's 
Tier 1 novice league -- in only 60 games! 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: .422 

All-Star: Claude Giroux 

Giroux was once an avid (and apparently rather good) 
bowler. He participated in tournaments frequently until high 
school, when they started interfering with Giroux's 
burgeoning hockey career. A choice had to be made and, 
dare we say, Giroux made the right one. 

29. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: .389 

All-Star: Rasmus Dahlin 

Dahlin was the youngest player (16) to ever dress for 
Sweden at the IIHF World Junior Championships. In that 
2016 showcase, Dahlin also became the youngest Swede in 
tournament history to record a point. 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: .400 

All-Star: Brady Tkachuk * 

Tkachuk got into so many heated mini-stick battles with 
brother Matthew growing up that their father, NHL great 
Keith, had to keep drywall-patching compound on hand at 
home -- and have boxing gloves on standby for his sons to 
literally duke it out against one another for basement 
supremacy. 

* Drake Batherson is injured and not going 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: .261 

All-Star: Nick Suzuki 

Suzuki eschewed the usual sports-focused schooling route 
of a highly touted young athlete and instead attended a 
private arts institution where he excelled at painting (but not 
calculus, he admits). 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: .295 

All-Star: Clayton Keller 

Keller grew up in St. Louis, where his minor hockey coach 
was Blues legend Keith Tkachuk and his longtime linemate 
was Keith's son (and current Calgary Flames forward) 
Matthew. Keller and Matthew, who remain friends, were even 
invited once as kids to take a morning skate with the Blues.
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Jack LaFontaine debuts for Chicago Wolves 

The rookie netminder picked up his first shutout.... in a 1-0 
shootout loss.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 25-7-4-2 (56 points; 1st in Central Division; 3rd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.24 

Goals Against/Game: 2.45 

Shots/Game: 35.37 

Shots Against/Game: 25.66 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.1% (15th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 84.1% (5th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (51) 

Most Goals: Andrew Poturalski, Stefan Noesen (20) 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (31) 

Next Game: Friday, February 4 at Milwaukee 

(stats as of January 31, 2022)  

Game 36: Wolves 1, Stars 2 

Goaltender Jack LaFontaine made his AHL debut in this 
game, yet another stop in his somewhat unconventional path 
to professional hockey. LaFontaine is the seventh goaltender 
used by the Wolves this season. 

LaFontaine didn’t have much work in his debut game, facing 
just 17 total shots. Until the final minutes of regulation, where 
the Stars had several chances, the Wolves were actually on 
pace to allow the fewest shots in franchise history (the record 
currently sits at 15). LaFontaine spent long stretches of the 
game without seeing any action at all — in the first period, for 
example, the Stars had three shots in the first 5:39, and then 
no shots for the rest of the frame.  

The rookie netminder looked calm and collected in net, 
without much scrambling or allowing himself to be pulled out 
of position. The lone goal he allowed in regulation came off 
of the rush, where there appeared to be some 
disorganization on the part of the Wolves players in front of 
him. 

The Wolves’ goal came from — you guessed it — Andrew 
Poturalski, who converted just as a power play had finished.  

Despite the Wolves dominating this game for 60 minutes, the 
Stars had the better performance in overtime. Jack Drury 
had the only shot for the Wolves, while Maxim Letunov had a 
stellar chance but lost control of the puck before being able 

to get a clear shot off. The Stars’ winning goal came off of a 
three-on-two rush after a Wolves turnover. 

After the game, coach Ryan Warsofsky praised LaFontaine’s 
play, despite the loss. “He’s a confident kid. He’s calm. He 
has a plan on how he wants to attack it and he made some 
big saves tonight,” he said. “I don’t think we gave up a lot, 
but when we did, he was there.”  

LaFontaine took the loss in stride, as well as his 
reassignment to the AHL. “To be a part of an organization 
like this, I don’t see it as a demotion. [...] I’m looking forward 
to what the future holds,” he said. For LaFontaine, the plan 
for his time in the AHL is to just keep playing and growing his 
game while with the Wolves.  

Scoring: Andrew Poturalski, 1 G; CJ Smith, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 
1 A 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 15 of 17, 0.882 Sv%  

Game 37: Wolves 4, Griffins 1 

For as sleepy as the Wolves seemed against the Stars, they 
came out firing against the Griffins just a few nights later, 
outshooting Grand Rapids 17-2 in the first period alone. 
Games against Grand Rapids are always spirited affairs, with 
both teams racking up frequent penalties. This game was no 
exception, with the physicality ramping up as the Griffins 
continued to struggle. 

A strong second period, featuring three power play goals 
from the Wolves, helped put this game out of reach for the 
Griffins. Stefan Noesen scored twice, bringing his total goals 
on the season up to 20. The veteran forward has already 
surpassed previous career highs in terms of goals and total 
points, and is just two assists away from a new career high 
there, as well.  

Max Lajoie and Maxim Letunov scored as well, and while the 
Griffins got on the board early in the third period, their late-
game push wasn’t enough to even up the score.  

The Wolves are currently undefeated against the Griffins and 
have outscored them by a margin of 27 to nine this season. 
The veteran trio of Noesen, Poturalski, and Smith lead the 
way, with over 40 points between the three of them against 
the Griffins this season.  

Ryan Suzuki played his first game since October 29. While 
Suzuki’s specific injury hasn’t been clarified, he did say that 
his return has been a long process. “It’s been a long journey, 
three months of hard work that the trainers and all the staff 
are helping me get to this point, so it’s a good feeling for 
sure,” he said.  

Suzuki’s line got the opening draw of the game, and he also 
saw some time on the power play. “That was my first career 
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start, so that was definitely something pretty special for me,” 
Suzuki admitted.  

After playing 26 games for the Wolves last season, Suzuki 
looks to continue to develop his game here. “It’s a big step 
from junior hockey. The guys are bigger and so I think 
protecting the puck and working on balance and stuff like 
that is a big key, especially in this heavier game,” he said 
when asked about a focus for this year. “I think that’s just 
been the biggest thing I was working on this summer and, 
you know, just quick first couple steps and speed always 
helps.” 

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 G, 1 A; 
Maxim Letunov, 1 G; CJ Smith, 2 A; Andrew Poturalski, 2 A; 
Ivan Lodnia, 1 A; Sam Miletic, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 15 of 16, 0.938 Sv%  

Game 38: Wolves 0, IceHogs 1 

Jack LaFontaine joined a very small club of goalies whose 
first professional shut-out also came in a loss. The Wolves 
and IceHogs dueled for 65 scoreless minutes, with 
LaFontaine and Arvid Soderblom both standing tall for their 
teams. He’s the first Wolf with that dubious honor since Jake 
Allen in 2014.  

For the third consecutive game, the Wolves allowed a near 
franchise-low in shots against and controlled play for the vast 

majority of the game. The shots that they did allow tended to 
be dangerous, however, and LaFontaine had to make 
several excellent shots despite once again not facing much 
action.  

With the game remaining scoreless through overtime, play 
turned to a shootout. Michal Teply and Lukas Reichel both 
scored for Rockford to secure the win; Stefan Noesen 
converted for the Wolves.  

Despite the loss, the Wolves’ defensive play has been 
strong. “We want to hold on to the puck as long as we can, 
and then when we don’t have the puck, we want to be really 
locked in defensively with what we’re doing. And if everyone 
does their job, when we don’t have the puck, we play with 
good structure,” Warsofsky said. “We could suffocate teams 
and we’ve done that the last few nights, we just can’t kind of 
push over the top there offensively.” 

Looking at LaFontaine’s play, Warsofsky said that he’s calm 
and confident. “He made some really big saves for us 
tonight. Some big grade A’s, a couple in overtime there. He’s 
got a bright future, he’s just got to continue to work and get 
better, just like every one of our guys.” 

Scoring: none 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 16 of 16, 1.000 Sv%
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Quick Whistles: Hurricanes Pass Big Test, Elite Goaltending, Aho and Andersen All-Stars 

Led by more elite goaltending, the Hurricanes fought through 
one of their toughest tests of the year ahead of the NHL All-
Star break. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes faced down one of their most 
challenging portions of the season to this point last week, 
tasked with closing out their mighty first half with a four-
games-in-six-days stretch. 

Starting with a 4-3 overtime win against the Pacific Division-
leading Vegas Golden Knights, the Canes rattled off four 
straight wins, and they did it by braving through a quartet of 
tight, one-goal games. 

Fresh off of a lowly performance against the New Jersey 
Devils, the Hurricanes blew a two-goal lead in the third 
period to the Knights, but their stars shined bright in 
overtime. 

Andrei Svechnikov’s power move and puck recovery that led 
to Sebastian Aho’s game-winner set the stage for what 
would be one hell of a week for him coming through in the 
big moments. 

Nino Niederreiter’s game-tying goal late in the third period in 
Ottawa two nights later pushed the Hurricanes into overtime 
and, eventually, their first shootout of the season. Carolina 
was the last of the NHL’s 31 teams to go to a shootout this 
season, and again, it was Svechnikov who made the 
difference. 

The team returned home for two home tilts to close out the 
first half, winning a pair of 2-1 games that shook out in 
drastically different ways. 

Svechnikov’s bullrush of a goal in the first period gave the 
Canes a 2-0 lead and ended up being the game-winner. Antti 
Raanta allowed his only goal of the night late in the first 
period and put up a game-deciding second period before the 
Hurricanes clamped down and held the Devils to just four 
shots in the third period. 

To close it out, Frederik Andersen went toe-to-toe with 
former Hurricane James Reimer and came out on top again 
after more heroics from #37. 

“He wants to win, and he’s competitive, sometimes maybe a 
little too much, but I think he’s starting to figure that out,” Rod 
Brind’Amour said when asked about Svechnikov. “He’s just a 
tremendous athlete, person, player, everything. We’re 
excited with him. Is he gonna keep getting better? Yeah, it’s 
hard to believe, but I think he still can get better.” 

Svechnikov’s torrid offensive production in January was the 
difference-maker on a regular basis. In 12 January games, 
Svech racked up seven goals and 16 points, and he capped 
it off with two consecutive games wherein he scored the 
game-winning goal. He logged north of a point-per-game at 
5-on-5 over that stretch. 

While he didn’t make the cut for the Metropolitan Division All-
Star roster, he supplied plenty of reasons to be considered 
for that honor for the first time in his career. It will happen in 
due time. 

The Hurricanes haven’t had many stretches like the one they 
just had. It’s just the second time this year that the team had 
a four-game stretch wherein all the games were decided by 
one goal. They were forced to dig deep to deliver the 
decisive blow late in the third period or into overtime in three 
of those games. 

“We had our ups and downs in there, which you’re going to 
have,” Brind’Amour said of his team’s four-game stretch after 
Sunday’s game. “But it felt like every game it was a different 
story, and different guys stepped up. Different guys played 
well to get us wins, and I thought everyone contributed, 
especially tonight. Each game had its own different flair, but 
at the end of the day, you’re about winning games.” 

Elite Goaltending 

Carolina’s play in all situations has gotten a lot of love this 
year, and it's well deserved, but if you ask Brind’Amour what 
the difference has been so far, he will look somewhere else. 

“I feel like we’ve played well all year,” said Brind’Amour. “Our 
record speaks for itself, and I think our record is that good 
because our goaltending has won us a bunch of games 
where we weren’t that great, or the other team was better, or 
it was even. And yet we’re pulling out these victories 
because our goaltending has been that good. We have a 
good team, but I think our goaltending has been a difference-
maker.” 

The goalie experiment has been a rousing success. Like 
many, I doubted the upside of this new tandem, but 
Andersen, in particular, has proved all doubters wrong 
through 42 games. 

The former Maple Leaf has been nothing short of 
phenomenal this season. With his 27-save outing against the 
Sharks, he set an NHL record for most wins in a goalie’s first 
30 games with a new team. 

Coincidentally, he also ranks tied for fourth on that all-time 
list with 22 wins in his first 30 games with the Anaheim 
Ducks. 

He certainly knows how to make an excellent first 
impression. 

Among the 40 NHL goalies with 15+ starts this season, 
Andersen has the most wins, the second-highest save 
percentage, and the second-highest goals saved above 
expected. 

Oh, and he has the most points. Because why not? 

Raanta has been great as well, but his health has been an 
issue as it had been for many years. He went nearly an 
entire month without playing before returning on Whalers 
night and having a 24-save effort in a 2-1 win. 

Outside of the one poor outing in Columbus, which was 
immediately followed by his one-month absence, he has 
been as advertised. 

The Hurricanes have the second-best team save percentage 
in the NHL at .917. Every goalie category that Andersen or 
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the team places second in can be blamed on Igor Shesterkin 
and the New York Rangers. 

Carolina All-Stars 

The Hurricanes will have a much-needed week off now that 
the All-Star break is upon us, but they will be sending three 
people to Las Vegas. 

Andersen’s record-breaking first half was more than good 
enough to get him an All-Star bid, as was Aho’s team-leading 
offensive barrage. 

Aho ranks 16th among all NHL forwards in points, and his 
production from December 1 through the end of January was 
remarkable. He logged 24 points in a 15-game stretch 

through January 25, and his offensive zone faceoff win led to 
Svechnikov’s game-winner on Sunday. 

Him winning big faceoffs has been an increasingly common 
occurrence over the last two seasons. His 53.3% faceoff win 
rate this season is a career-best number.  

With Brind’Amour making his first trip to the All-Star 
festivities as a head coach, now is the time to have a game 
for the coaches. I just want to see how that would play. 

This new era of Canes hockey is underway, and the team 
will continue to be well-represented among the league’s best 
players as a result. 

Enjoy the show.

 

 

 

Leivo returns to Chicago 

The Chicago Wolves announced Tuesday that forward Josh 
Leivo has been reassigned on loan by the NHL’s Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Leivo, 28, contributed one goal and one assist in two games 
during his two-week stint with the Hurricanes. For the year, 
he has posted one goal and two assists in five games for a 
Carolina team that boasts the best points percentage in the 
NHL’s Eastern Conference. 

The Innisfil, Ontario, native owns 6 goals and 13 assists in 
20 games for the Wolves this season. He earned the 
American Hockey League’s Player of the Month award for 

December after piling up 4 goals and 10 assists in six 
games. 

The Central Division-leading Wolves launch a four-game 
road trip Friday when they visit the Milwaukee Admirals. The 
Wolves return to Allstate Arena on Saturday, Feb. 12, to face 
the Rockford IceHogs on Star Wars Night. To find the best 
ticket specials, including the Star Wars laser sword package, 
email a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/3088799/2022/02/02/wheelers-2022-nhl-prospect-pool-rankings-no-9-carolina-hurricanes/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/heading-into-all-star-break-hurricanes-exceeding-expectations/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/all-star-profile-sebastian-aho/c-330420576 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33186190/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-fun-fact-every-all-star 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/1/22911982/goaltender-jack-lafontaine-debuts-for-chicago-wolves-ahl-ryan-suzuki-return 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/1/22912953/quick-whistles-carolina-hurricanes-pass-big-test-elite-goaltending-aho-andersen-nhl-all-star 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/01/leivo-returns-to-chicago/ 
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Who’s stopping the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov? Right now, only the NHL 
All-Star break 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Most of the Carolina Hurricanes’ players scattered in different directions 
Monday, looking for a little rest and relaxation during the NHL All-Star 
break. 

Some, like Andrei Svechnikov, are headed to warmer climes, and will be 
in Florida. Vincent Trocheck said he would head back home to Pittsburgh 
to see family and then go from there. The plans are many and varied. 

But one thing is clear: Coach Rod Brind’Amour wants them away from 
hockey for a bit. 

“I need them to get away from the game,” Canes coach Brind’Amour said 
Sunday. “They need to get a mental break because we push pretty hard.” 

Brind’Amour himself won’t be getting away: He’s coaching the 
Metropolitan Division team in the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, and will be in 
Las Vegas this week. He’ll also have goalie Frederik Andersen and 
center Sebastian Aho on his Metro team for Saturday’s competition at T-
Mobile Arena. 

PATCHING THE BRICK WALL 

Andersen said Sunday after the Canes’ 2-1 win over San Jose that he 
was looking forward to some better weather in Las Vegas, would go out a 
few days early and planned to take his golf clubs with him. 

“It’ll be good to swing the clubs a little bit,” he said. 

If he swings them as well as he has handled the crease and his goalie 
stick, Andersen should be fine. He’ll go to Vegas with 24 wins this 
season, tied for the NHL lead with Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy 
through Sunday’s games. His 2.02 goals-against average ranks first 
among goalies who have played 20 or more games. 

“He has been a brick wall back there,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 

SVECHNIKOV ON FIRE 

Svechnikov, 21, was not selected for the All-Star Game this season, but 
few players go into the All-Star break more torrid than the Canes’ power 
forward. 

Svechnikov had a streak of five consecutive multi-point games end 
Thursday against the Ottawa Senators, but his shootout goal won that 
road game, 3-2. He then had the winning goals against both New Jersey 
and San Jose in the weekend back-to-back at PNC Arena to propel the 
Canes into the break with a four-game win streak, a 31-9-2 record, and 
the Metro lead. 

“You obviously want to get points but you don’t want to think about that,” 
Svechnikov said. “You just want to go and play your hardest game and 
you’re going to get success always. 

“I feel like I’m confident in myself. When you’re confident, you skate well, 
you pass it well, you’re shooting well. Obviously I’ve been working hard 
and that’s one of the goals of mine. Just work hard and you’re going to 
be successful, for sure.” 

Successful? Svechnikov had seven goals and nine assists in the Canes’ 
12 games in January, pushing his season totals to 16 goals and 22 
assists in 39 games. 

“You know this kid. You don’t have to do anything with this guy,” 
Brind’Amour said Sunday. “You just tell him where to be and what time 
the game is ... He wants to win and he’s competitive. Sometimes, maybe 
a little too much but I think he’s figuring that out. 

“Is he just starting and going to get better? Yeah. It’s hard to believe, but 
I think he can still get better.” 

Svechnikov has learned to handle himself better, both in his defensive 
zone work and with his temperament during games. 

“I think in the D zone once I get the puck I make decisions really quick I 
don’t lose the puck in the D zone,” Svechnikov said. “Once you’re playing 
good D you’re always going to have your chances.” 

As for his on-ice demeanor, Svechnikov is the kind that if an opponent 
rattles his cage, he has been more than willing to strike back, often 
landing him in the penalty box — his 51 penalty minutes are a team high. 

Svechnikov didn’t back down Sunday when shoved from behind near the 
Canes bench in the first period. He wheeled around and quickly engaged 
the Sharks’ Jeffrey Viel, the two players grappling and then falling 
through an open door at the Sharks bench in a brief dust-up. 

Both were penalized for roughing -- Viel for four minutes. But Svechnikov 
has learned to pick his spots better and has been wiser about opponents 
trying to irritate him and throw him off his game. 

Svechnikov also has become a more complete 200-foot player. During 
the Ottawa game, the Senators’ Brady Tkachuk had a partial breakaway 
in overtime. But Svechnikov skated back hard to get his stick on 
Tkachuk’s stick and hinder his shot, helping Andersen make the stop. 
The Canes won the shootout on Svechnikov’s goal for the extra point. 

“His game has kind of gone above and beyond,” Canes defenseman 
Brett Pesce said last week. “It’s not just scoring. He can do everything. If 
it’s a gritty game he’s a guy leading the pack for us with hits and 
physicality. 

‘You don’t see that too often in a player, especially with his skill. That 
makes him even more special.” 

This story was originally  

Published February 1, 2022 8:00 AM 
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Maple Leafs thrash Devils with 7-1 win heading into all-star break 

 

PUBLISHED 8 HOURS AGO 

UPDATED 7 HOURS AGO 

TOM HORAK/USA TODAY SPORTS VIA REUTERS 

 

The Maple Leafs rolled into the all-star break on Tuesday with a 7-1 
thrashing of the down-on-their-luck Devils at the Prudential Center. 

Toronto scored four times in the first 20 minutes against Jon Gillies, one 
of six goaltenders New Jersey has used during the 2021-22 campaign. 
Gillies was removed after allowing six goals on 28 shots. Then Akira 
Schmid came in and allowed another. 

Throw a sweater on the statue of Martin Brodeur outside the arena in 
Newark and it might do better. 

Mitch Marner extended his career-best goal streak to seven games when 
he made it 4-0 with 4:29 left in the first period. By then Jason Spezza, 
Auston Matthews and David Kampf had already found the back of the net 
and the crowd was booing the home team. 

Marner scored twice and had two assists for four points on the night. He 
has eight goals and 16 points during his hot streak. 

“He is very deceptive,” Matthews said of his linemate. “When he has the 
puck people sense he is going to pass it and then he catches the goalie 
and the defencemen clean.” 

Matthews scored three times in a 6-4 victory over New Jersey on 
Monday and entered the night with hat tricks against the Devils in each of 
their past two games. He settled for just the one goal and one assist but 
was one of five Toronto players to register at least two points for the 
evening. 

The victory was the fifth in a row for the Maple Leafs, who have suddenly 
generated a blizzard of goals. They have scored 20 in the last three 
contests alone, including 13 in back-to-back encounters with the Devils. 

“We are happy with it,” Marner said. “We talked about going into the 
break with a great onset and I think we did that tonight.” 

The loss was New Jersey’s sixth straight and ninth in 10. Its roster 
includes nine players who are 23 years old or younger and not quite 
ready for the rigours of the NHL. Jack Hughes scored the Devils’ goal 
early in the third period to ruin a shutout bid by Jack Campbell. 

The latter was reinserted into the lineup after getting yanked in the first 
period 24 hours earlier. He was credited with 31 saves as he improved to 
21-6-3 on the season. 

On Monday he was pulled after giving up three goals on nine shots in a 
game where the Maple Leafs rallied with four unanswered goals. They 
had five in the third period in their preceding triumph on Saturday at 
Detroit. 

Campbell had given up 24 goals in his last six starts and had struggled 
with an .853 save percentage during the stretch. Even though Petr 
Mrazek came off the bench to win on Monday, Toronto head coach 
Sheldon Keefe opted to give Campbell an opportunity to turn things 
around. 

“I am grateful coach put me back in and gave me a chance to move on,” 
Campbell said. “There were a few starts recently I didn’t like. It is a long 
season. 

“This is a humbling game. You learn more all the time. When I found out I 
was playing today it felt like a playoff game. I was ready to go out there 
and play the best that I can.” 

The Maple Leafs ease into the all-star break with a 29-10-3 record. They 
trail Florida and Tampa Bay in a close race in the Atlantic Division and 
Boston is closing fast. 

Matthews will be the captain of the Atlantic squad at Saturday’s all-star 
game in Las Vegas and Campbell will be one of the goalies. The rest of 
the players may plan getaways to sunny destinations but there is not 
enough time for them to travel too far. 

“I hope they rest, enjoy themselves and come back refreshed,” Keefe 
said. 

Toronto does not play again until Feb. 7 when Frederik Andersen and the 
Carolina Hurricanes visit Scotiabank Arena. With new provincial COVID-
19 regulations in place as of Feb. 1, a limited audience will be allowed. 

After that, the club heads out on a road trip for rescheduled engagements 
with Calgary, Vancouver and Seattle. 

Toronto went 8-2-1 in January and is 11-2-1 over its last 14. There are a 
lot of good things happening even if the defence has been shakier at 
times than one would want. 

Matthews scored four times in two nights and has 29 overall, which is 
tied with Alexander Ovechkin for third in the league. 

Spezza emerged from a dry spell with goals in each game against the 
Devils, and Michael Bunting scored again on Tuesday, his 13th of the 
campaign. Kampf’s goal was his first since Dec. 11. Pierre Engvall 
scored to put Toronto up 6-0 in the second period and now has three 
goals and four assists over the last seven games. 

It is time now for everyone but Matthews and Campbell to take a 
breather. There are still 40 games remaining in the regular season. After 
that we will see how much everything that has been achieved to this 
point matters. 

“You are always looking to take control of games,” Keefe said. “This was 
as good as it can get for us.” 

 

Globe And Mail LOADED: 02.02.2022 

1198154 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Mitch Marner and the Leafs stay hot in New Jersey, head into all-star 
break on franchise-record pace 

 

By Kevin McGranStaff Reporter 

Tue., Feb. 1, 2022 

 

Mitch Marner is hot. Auston Matthews is hot. And the Toronto Maple 
Leafs are so hot it’s almost a shame they have to take a break. 

The Leafs’ two biggest stars reached milestones as the Leafs swept a 
two-games series with the New Jersey Devils, winning 7-1 on the road 
Tuesday night. 

“We talked about going into the break with a good mindset and to put in a 
great effort,” Marner said. “And we did that tonight from the drop of the 
puck, from (goaltender) Jack (Campbell) to our defencemen to our 
forwards. Everyone came and brought it. We made sure we were doing 
the right things.” 

Marner had two goals and two assists, and has now scored in seven 
straight games since coming out of COVID protocol. He tied Matthews, 
and others, for the fifth-longest goal streak in franchise history, and is 
four games shy of Babe Dye’s record, done in 1921 and again in 1922. 
Marner has 16 points in his last seven games. 

Matthews had a goal and an assist and eclipsed 50 points for the sixth 
season in a row, the first Leafs player to do that in each of his first six 
seasons. Matthews had already been the fastest Leaf to record 400 
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points, doing so in 372 games, beating Mats Sundin, who got there in 
385 games. 

Michael Bunting also scored as the top line let its presence be known 
against the team sitting last in the Metropolitan Division. 

Pierre Engvall, Jason Spezza and David Kampf also scored for the Leafs 
in what was a balanced attack in support of Campbell, who was busier 
than you might imagine. He stopped 31 of 32 shots, with Jack Hughes 
the only Devil to beat him. 

“That's what you're always looking for, to try to take control of games,” 
head coach Sheldon Keefe said. “It doesn't always work out that way but 
… I think that is about as good as we can ask the game to go. You take 
control early, you build a big lead, you can use your bench and play your 
top guys less and play your depth guys more. You're comfortable and 
you just kind of ride out the clock into the (all-star) break. 

“And we got a great goaltending performance.” 

Back to Jack: If there was a subtext to the game it was Campbell, who 
has struggled of late. He was 3-1-1 with a 4.53 goals-against average 
and an .853 save percentage in his previous six starts, and was pulled 
after allowing three goals on nine shots Monday. 

“I'm grateful the coach put me back in and gave me the chance to move 
on past that game (Monday) night,” he said. “And I'm grateful the team 
came out and played so well in front of me. So it was it was just a really 
fun game. The guys are playing extremely well and it's a big two points 
heading into the break.” 

Campbell made a big save on the first shift, probably good for his 
confidence since he gave up a goal in the first minute Monday. 

“I thought he was outstanding,” Keefe said. “In a game like this where we 
scored so much, you tend to overlook the goaltending part of it, but if you 
go back and look at some of those chances, and some of their looks at 0-
0 and even 1-0 and 2-0, when the game still could swing their way, Jack 
was great. 

“That's the Jack that's played all season for us ... I love the way that he 
battled and responded. But it really is not a surprise because he's a guy 
that is a competitor.” 

Second helpings: Campbell’s teammates made things easy on him with 
four goals in the first period. Spezza opened the scoring with his ninth of 
the year when Engvall dug the puck out from under New Jersey goalie 
Jon Gillies to feed the veteran. Matthews and Kampf scored 26 seconds 
apart in the middle of the period, and Marner scored at 15:31 as Toronto 
dominated the first, outshooting New Jersey 17-9. 

The question for the second period was whether the Leafs would take 
their foot off the gas. The answer was no. The Devils did have a chance 
to get on the board after Bunting made it 5-0. They had a two-man 
advantage for 1:46 and had a couple of scoring chances that Campbell 
turned aside. Engvall scored late in the period. 

Take a break: It was the Leafs’ last game before the all-star break and 
they can feel pretty good about themselves with a 29-10-3 record and a 
.726 points percentage. If they keep up the pace, they will finish with 119 
points. The club record is 105, set in the 2017-18 season. 

The Leafs’ next game is Monday, home to Carolina. It will kick off a run of 
11 games in 22 days. Marner hopes the team’s recent play carries over. 

“Obviously, (the timing of the break) is a little unfortunate with the heater 
our line is on,” he said. “But it's good to enjoy these breaks. The season 
can be hard on you. When you get these breaks, you want to enjoy 
them.” 

Talking points: It was the Leafs’ fifth win in a row, the fourth time this 
season they have won that many in a row … Tuesday’s game marked 
the 20,000th day since the Leafs last won the Stanley Cup, a stat tracked 
by @leafslastcup on Twitter … William Nylander played his 400th game. 
He was held pointless for the third straight game. 

Roster notes: The Devils were without coach Lindy Ruff again. He was 
with his family following the death of his father, Leeson, in Warburgh, 
Alta. Assistant coach Alain Nasreddine handled head-coaching duties ... 
The taxi squad provision is now a thing of the past. It’s highest profile 

member, Nick Ritchie, sat for the seventh game in a row and could 
shortly find himself with the Marlies. 
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Campbell rebounds, Marner keeps scoring as Leafs enter all-star break 
with trouncing of Devils 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Feb 01, 2022  

 

The Maple Leafs broke the New Jersey Devils before heading off for the 
all-star break. 

Twenty-four hours after scoring four goals in the third period to rally to 
beat the Devils in Toronto, the Leafs steamrolled the Devils in Newark, 
scoring early and often in a 7-1 laugher on Tuesday at the Prudential 
Center. 

The Leafs will be able to kick back, get some rest and relax for the next 
several days after starting their second half (in games played) in much 
the same way they played through long stretches of their first 41. Yes, 
there have been recent problems in keeping leads or starting on time, but 
the Leafs were excellent for large chunks through November and 
December. Not that the month of January was bad — the Leafs were 8-
2-1 — but there were some dicey moments when their collective minds 
wandered. 

Not so on Tuesday. The Leafs, who have won five in a row, were 
everywhere the Devils looked, forcing turnovers at will and taking 
advantage. 

“The last handful of games, we were not happy with not playing a full 60,” 
Mitch Marner said. “We talked about going into the break with a good 
mindset and putting forward a great effort and I thought we did that. 
Everyone brought it.” 

Marner extended his goal streak to seven games (as well as his point 
streak), but most importantly, goaltender Jack Campbell was in fine form 
after he was pulled on Monday. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe made the right decision in starting Campbell. 
Petr Mrazek played nearly 51 minutes in relief on Monday night, but 
never mind that Leafs goalies as an unwritten rule don’t play both games 
in back-to-back sets. 

Keefe had to give his No. 1 goalie a chance to take positives into the all-
star game in Las Vegas this weekend. Campbell will attend with Auston 
Matthews and will do so with a bit more spring in his step. After posting 
an ugly .853 save percentage in his previous six starts, Campbell 
rebounded well, making 31 saves. Only Jack Hughes, early in the third, 
scored for New Jersey. 

“You guys know me pretty well by now — my expectation of how I’ve 
been playing hasn’t been up to my standards,” Campbell said. “It’s 
exciting to go into the break feeling good. 

“It’s not like I was beating myself up like the old days, but there were a 
few starts recently that I just didn’t like. 

“I’m grateful (Keefe) put me back in. I was hoping I would get to play. 
Petr deserved to play tonight. He really bailed me out (on Monday). 
When I found out I was playing, it felt like a playoff game. I was ready to 
go.” 

Campbell’s biggest save might have been during a two-man Devils 
power play in the second period. Campbell stretched across the crease 
to stop Nathan Bastian from 10 feet. 

“I thought he was outstanding,” Keefe said. “I love the way that he battled 
and responded. Frankly, not a surprise. He is a guy who is a competitor, 
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he wanted to get back in. The guys played well in front of him and he did 
his part.” 

Marner scored his second of the game in the third. Marner also had two 
assists, giving him 16 points in seven games since returning from a stay 
in COVID-19 protocol. 

Michael Bunting and Pierre Engvall beat Devils goalie Jon Gillies in the 
second period, increasing the lead to 6-0. 

The Leafs, who enter the break with a record of 29-10-3 and next play on 
Monday at home against Carolina, couldn’t have had a better first period, 
and not just because they went up 4-0. 

Campbell was sharp in making nine saves, with his toughest coming on 
ex-Leaf Jimmy Vesey. 

Toronto built a 3-0 lead nine minutes in. Spezza got the Leafs going at 
2:13 when Engvall took the puck from a confused Gillies and centred to 
Spezza. 

At 8:38, Matthews scored his 29th following some effective forechecking 
by Bunting; 26 seconds later, David Kampf snapped a shot past Gillies. 

Marner, who assisted on Matthews’ goal to extend his point streak, 
scored on a pass from Matthews 15:31. 

“That was a big goal from Spezza’s line to get us started,” Matthews said, 
“and we just rolled through from there, relentless at both ends.” 
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First-half thoughts on the Maple Leafs through 41 games 

 

Lance Hornby 

Publishing date:Feb 01, 2022 

 

To those fed-up fans from last spring’s playoff collapse, who vowed they 
wouldn’t bother with whatever the Maple Leafs did in regular season, 
your wait is half over. 

The second stanza of 41 games starts Tuesday night in Newark and at 
the end, yet another chance at first-round redemption. The first half was 
hardly uneventful, not to mention unnaturally long because of COVID-19. 
And it set the table for February, March, April — and perhaps beyond: 

Five First Half Positives 

1. Strong wins at their back 

If the ‘W’ column is all that matters, then 28 of 41 (for a second straight 
season) is very impressive. Many of those victories came against the 
league elite, particularly from the West. 

2. Core score 

It’s not just Auston Matthews in the hunt for another Rocket Richard 
Trophy, but Mitch Marner’s now on a career high six-game goal streak 
and the combined firepower of those two plus John Tavares and William 
Nylander equals 74 goals ad 88 assists so far. 

3. Power up 

Some of the above can be credited to a potent power play, running at a 
league-high 31% before Tuesday. It’s possibly the first Toronto team ever 
to lead this category since these special teams’ stats were first kept in 
1977-78. 

4. Good will Bunting 

There was genuine remorse at the loss of left winger Zach Hyman as a 
free agent. But who’d have thought another a scrappy GTA product, 
Michael Bunting, would emerge as such a great first-line fit? 

5. Write up a Czech 

David Kampf and Ondrej Kase have gone from men of mystery to 
bargain beauties. At less than $2 million US each, they’ve filled key 5-on-
5 and special teams roles up front. 

Five First Half Negatives 

1. Drafty defence 

So many good deeds in the offensive zone get undermined by 
inattentive/high risk plays by and we include the forwards at fault. On the 
blue line itself, something has been amiss with the usually reliable Jake 
Muzzin-Justin Holl pairing, causing a trickle-down effect and some blow 
leads. 

2. Ritchie poorly 

The one move up front yet to work out was spending $2.5 million on 
winger Nick Ritchie, giving him a great opportunity with Matthews, then 
seeing him slip right out of sight. 

3. Net results 

Any knock on the goalies might seem harsh, given Jack Campbell is 
going to the all-star game and the Leafs have three with records over 
.500. But the past two weeks have seen Campbell struggle, while it took 
injury-prone Petr Mrazek time to finally get healthy and steal a couple. 
Coach Sheldon Keefe thinks the wonky schedule has something to do 
with Soupy’s recent slide, but he’ll be leaned on even more now. 

4. Frantic Atlantic 

Toronto lost nine games on the schedule and in the interim, Florida, 
Tampa Bay and Boston were on fire. Despite their good record, the Leafs 
made little headway catching the first two and are finding it hard to shake 
the charging Bruins. Games in hand are great, but you have to win them 
and the Leafs have seven against those three contenders between 
March 27-April 29. 

5. A hurtin’ tune 

The Leafs were hit by COVID-19 along with everyone else and while they 
didn’t lose as many man games to injury as others, Marner, Ilya 
Mikheyev and Mrazek were out a month or more and they were without 
Kase, Rasmus Sandin and currently Muzzin. And how different might the 
October roster might have looked without the long-term injuries to Nick 
Robertson and Alex Steeves preventing them from pushing for a job? 

Five Things To Watch In The Second Half 

1. Countdown to playoffs 

Start the first round at home? On the road? In the division? Against a 
Metropolitan team as a wild card or maybe as one themselves? It might 
come down to Game 82 against Boston. 

2. Home runs 

After Monday’s win over Jersey, the Leafs .786 win percentage on Bay 
St. is tied for fourth-best in the league, despite playing before so many 
empty houses or to 50% capacity. There should be lots for returning fans 
to feed off in coming weeks . 

3. Trade talk 

The Leafs will kick the tires on defencemen such as Josh Manson, Jakob 
Chychrun and whoever else other teams might offer as they fall out of the 
playoff race by the trade deadline on March 21. 

4. Marlies matter 

Robertson returns this month from a broken leg, but the Leafs will 
ultimately need some teeth on defence to augment tiny Tim Liljegren and 
Travis Dermott. If not by trade, that could be farmhands Carl Dahlstrom, 
Alex Biega or Kristians Rubins. Goalie Joseph Woll already got his feet 
wet, while the Leafs will keep close tabs on their varied interests in 
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Beijing, such as forward Josh Ho-Sang with Team Canada and Yanks 
Nick Abruzzese and Matthew Knies. 

5. Spinning records 

The chase is on for Matthews to get 50 goals or higher, Morgan Rielly a 
career-high 73 points, Jason Spezza 1,000 career points and Keefe 100 
regular-season wins. 

 

Toronto Sun LOADED: 02.02.2022 

1198157 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Maple Leafs report cards: Toronto heads into the All-Star break on a high 
after pummelling Devils 

 

By Joshua Kloke 

Feb 2, 2022  

  

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe on Tuesday afternoon: “You’re 
seeking perfection. That’s what you’re pursuing every day.” 

That’s about as lofty an ambition as one can have, but the Leafs’ 7-1 win 
hours afterward looked to be a step toward that perfection as they 
pummelled the New Jersey Devils in one of the more lopsided games of 
their season. 

Sure, the Devils didn’t exactly put up much of a fight as they looked 
lethargic, losing battle after battle and also turning the puck over with 
ease, but you can only play the team in front of you. And the Leafs 
played the Devils off the ice shift after shift. 

“The guys were really good today and gave us all we could ask for on a 
night like this,” said Keefe postgame. 

First star 

Mitch Marner 

Marner came to play Tuesday night. It felt like every time he touched the 
puck, a scoring chance, or something equally as entertaining, followed. 

His efforts to adopt more of a shooter’s mentality continue to be evident 
in how quickly the puck comes off his stick in the slot. He relentlessly 
hunted down pucks and got in the right spots to create offence period 
after period. 

Marner dug the puck free from along the boards and made a quick, smart 
feed to Matthews ahead of his first-period goal. He was rewarded for his 
consistent efforts in the first period with a goal and then another in the 
third period that, unsurprisingly, he fired quickly off his stick. This was 
one of his more dynamic games of the season, one in which he seemed 
to play with the joy he’s sometimes known for. Make it seven games in a 
row with a goal, and four points total in the game. 

Second star 

Jack Campbell 

There was not much to report on from Campbell for a while. Then he 
came up with one of his better saves in this recent stretch: 

Having been pulled from the game the night before against the Devils, 
this ended up being exactly the type of game Campbell could’ve used to 
help eradicate his stumbles as of late. 

“I loved the way that he battled,” said Keefe. 

Aside from the Jack Hughes third-period goal that Campbell probably 
wants back, he made the stops he needed to, tapped his teammates’ 
pads and generally looked more like the early-season version of himself. 
He stopped 31 of 32 shots. 

“It’s a humbling game, you learn a lot all the time,” Campbell said 
postgame. 

Third star 

Michael Bunting 

Surprise, surprise: Bunting’s forechecking helped contribute to an Auston 
Matthews goal. Though not as noticeable, that same approach also led to 
a Marner goal later in the first period. Now, the puck battles looked a little 
easier than normal for Bunting, but he still had to move the puck quickly 
enough after winning those battles, which he did. 

And hey, because it became difficult to keep track of the Leafs’ goals at 
times: Bunting also scored from in tight in the second period. 

Player Reports 

A 

Auston Matthews 

It’s a broken record, I know, but how many players in the world can pull 
this kind of shot off? 

Matthews’ puck movement alongside Marner was also dangerous 
throughout the game. 

A- 

David Kämpf 

Kampf’s positioning on the penalty kill to break up Devils passes was 
strong, as was his positioning ahead of the Leafs’ fifth goal when he got 
low to the ice and forced a turnover. 

I appreciated Kampf’s efforts to mimic Matthews’ goal just seconds 
earlier when he shot from a similar position. And hey, it worked. 

Like a lot of his teammates, the game probably came easier to the 
typically hardworking centre, but he’s probably not going to complain. He 
added an assist in an excellent night overall. 

Pierre Engvall   

Engvall’s excellent, simple puck hounding and stickwork on his first shift 
led to the Leafs’ first goal. Sometimes, when Engvall simplifies things, he 
can make himself so much more effective. 

He then built off that play with poised, heads-up movement through the 
neutral zone repeatedly. Engvall might have had way too much room to 
turn and shoot from the slot on his second-period goal, but he still buried 
it nonetheless. With a goal and an assist, he’s put together a decent run 
as of late, scoring seven points in his last seven games. 

Wayne Simmonds 

Simmonds read an unfolding play well and jumped up to grab a loose 
puck before a quick dangle and pass to Engvall for his second-period 
goal. 

Jason Spezza 

Spezza, because he has boatloads of experience and can make things 
look easy at times, knew exactly when and where to get to ahead of his 
first-period goal: right in front of the goal. 

Ilya Mikheyev  

Mikheyev beat out the Devils for 50/50 pucks — including against P.K. 
Subban ahead of the Leafs’ third goal — far too easily. But he won that 
battle against Subban nonetheless and logged an assist for his efforts. I 
liked how he stayed engaged on every shift after the Leafs took an early 
lead with his work along the boards. He clearly demonstrated the need 
for the team to keep their foot on the gas. 

Rasmus Sandin 

Sandin showed no fear dangling through forechecking Devils forwards in 
his own zone. And his fearlessness wasn’t limited to his own zone, either: 

He didn’t log a point but he did make a number of exciting plays 
throughout. 
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B+ 

T.J. Brodie   

I didn’t think Brodie had his legs moving especially well early on, but he 
came around and made a few key pokechecks to dispossess Devils 
players and did well to box out the opposition. 

Morgan Rielly 

Rielly was far from the most noteworthy Leaf, but it didn’t necessarily 
matter: continued clean breakout passes helped his team maintain 
possession of the puck and maintain pressure on a faltering Devils team.  

B 

John Tavares 

I appreciated Tavares’ efforts to go at it alone in the first period while 
trying to outmaneuver any nearby Devils, though it didn’t amount to much 
by the end of his shift. 

And I sort of loved how frustrated Tavares got late in the first when he 
couldn’t put a shot past Devils goalie Jon Gillies while his team enjoyed a 
four-goal lead. He was held off the scoresheet but did win 56 percent of 
his faceoffs. 

B- 

Timothy Liljegren 

Liljegren’s puck movement seemed a bit shaky at times — too many 
passes without his head up and without considering his options for my 
liking. He settled into the game once it got away from the Devils, though, 
and perhaps unexpectedly, Liljegren finished with a team-high 74 percent 
five-on-five expected goals for. 

Also, a welcome change from Liljegren was his physicality toward Devils 
forward Nathan Bastian after he took an extra whack at Campbell after 
the whistle. 

Travis Dermott 

I haven’t liked much of Dermott’s recent play but his aggressive approach 
in his own zone to get his stick on multiple Devils’ passes stood out as a 
highlight. 

Ondřej Kaše 

Kase’s game didn’t always compare to that of his two linemates, but that 
doesn’t matter when your team is playing the way it was overall. 

Alex Kerfoot   

There were a few shifts when Kerfoot seemed keen to get on his horse 
and try to move through the neutral zone before making a quick play. But 
like the rest of his line, he didn’t always put together consistent, game-
changing shifts. 

William Nylander 

Nylander may have had a slow start compared to most of the other 
forwards but eventually started working to strip pucks and create 
chances in the second period. 

Justin Holl 

It was a quiet night for Holl, but one free of errors and full of generally 
effective puck movement. He got a secondary assist as well. 

Game Score 

Game Score is a metric developed by The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn to 
quickly measure a player’s performance in a single game. 

Final grade: A 

It was clear from the first few shifts that this wasn’t really going to be a 
fair fight. And sure enough, the game ended up being a blowout. I mean, 
if one team is willing to try this kind of stuff midway through the second 
period, you know you’ve hit a gear that your opposition has not: 

The Leafs killed off a lengthy five-on-three penalty in the second period 
really well which spoke to their obvious insistence on not letting their foot 

off the gas. Engaged play from their bottom two lines, combined with the 
kind of elite play their top line can provide at their best will almost always 
provide a recipe for success. 

The Leafs head into the All-Star break on a five-game winning streak, 
having scored six or more goals in their last three games. Their play 
certainly hasn’t been perfect as of late, but you’d still be hard-pressed to 
find serious reasons to complain about a Leafs team that, midway 
through the season, remains one of the NHL’s best. 

Where do the Leafs go from here? 

For most of them, somewhere warm and secluded, no doubt. With their 
next game not until Monday at home against the Carolina Hurricanes, 
some rest and relaxation is well-deserved. Matthews and Campbell will 
head to the All-Star Game in Las Vegas and probably won’t have the 
worst time of their lives there, either. 

Tweets of the night 

I could have utilized a dozen different Tweets with the “Stop, stop he’s 
already dead” Simpsons meme, but I’m choosing to play to the tormented 
Leafs fan psyche instead: 
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GAME NIGHT: Senators versus Islanders 

 

Ken Warren 

 

Senators Game Night 

Ottawa Senators at New York Islanders (37-15-16-6) 

GAME NIGHT: Senators versus Islanders 

Close sticky video 

Tonight: 7:30 p.m. TV: TSN5; Radio: AM 1200 

Why Watch? 

The Senators can go all out against the Islanders, with no worry about 
overtaxing their stars. Another 30-minute night for Thomas Chabot and 
plus 24-minute games for Tim Stuetzle and Brady Tkachuk is not out of 
the question. The extended All-Star break begins following the game. 
When they come back, of course, it will be an out sprint, with 10 games 
in 15 days, including eight of those at Canadian Tire Centre. The hope is 
that first-line centre Josh Norris will be back for that run of contests. 

Points Leaders 

GP G    A    Pts +/- 

Islanders 

1-Matthew Barzal      34  9     18  27  -6 

2-Brock Nelson           28  14  7     21  -5 

3-Josh Bailey  32  3     17  20  -1 

Senators 

1-Drake Batherson    31  13  21  34  +4 

2-Brady Tkachuk 35  12  15  27  +3 

3-Josh Norris  36  18  8     26  -2 

STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Special Teams 

Islanders 

PP: 17.2 (23 rd ) 

PK: 82.3 (10 th ) 

Senators 

PP: 18.0 (22 nd ) 

PK: 80.7 (15 th ) 

Three Things About the Islanders 

1. The Islanders age could be an issue as they attempt to make up a 
slew of previously postponed games due to COVID-19. The Islanders, 
led by 44-year-old Zdeno Chara, are the NHL’s oldest team, with an 
average age of 29.65. The Islanders All-Star break was also shortened, 
with New York forced to play Seattle Wednesday after their previously 
scheduled game on the weekend was moved due to a massive snow 
storm. 

2. Scoring, or the lack thereof, has becoming a major issue for the 
Islanders as they attempt to stay close to a playoff spot. Through 37 
games, the Islanders have scored only 89 goals. Zach Parise, the 37-
year-old veteran (see above), brought in after being bought out of his 
previous contract in Minnesota, has only three goals. 

3. Goaltending is not the issue as the Russian tandem of Ilya Sorokin 
(2.37 goals against average, .923 save percentage) and Semyon 
Varlamov (2.61 GAA, .915 SP) keep the Islanders close in most contests. 
Both will see plenty of work following the break as the Islanders need to 
make up their COVID-19 postponed games. 
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Senators look tired, losing 4-1 to Islanders as they head into the all-star 
break 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Islanders 4, Senators 1 

Brand new rink, same old story for the Ottawa Senators. 

The Senators looked like a group that could use a break as they dropped 
a 4-1 decision to the New York Islanders on Tuesday night at the newly 
built USB Arena. 

Suiting up for the final time before taking a five-day break for the NHL All-
Star Game, the Senators had picked up points in five of six games 
coming into this one and were trying to close out this portion on high 
note. 

Coming off an emotional 3-2 overtime win over the Edmonton Oilers less 
than 24 hours earlier at the Canadian Tire Centre, the Senators were 
hoping to continue to battle the odds without two of their top three 
scorers. 

The Senators had to gut one out against the Oilers and they were going 
to need another strong effort in this one. The club dropped a 5-3 decision 
to the Isles on Dec. 7 at home and coach D.J. Smith knew this was a 
difficult challenge. 

Ottawa has had to dig deep in this stretch of games without top centre 
Josh Norris (shoulder) and winger Drake Batherson (ankle). This was 
one of those games where it didn’t feel like they had much in the way of 
opportunities. 

“We didn’t have the legs but we didn’t play as smart,” said coach D.J. 
Smith “A lot of turnovers led to a lot of problems. They could see we 
didn’t have legs and they were tracking us in the neutral zone. Our speed 
off the puck wasn’t there. 

“Give them credit, they were hungry and we just weren’t there. Hopefully, 
the guys get refreshed and then we play some good hockey at home.” 

This was a hard-fought physical battle at times, but the Senators simply 
looked like they were out of gas by the time the Isles took control of this 
one. Only defenceman Nick Holden was able to beat New York goalie 
Ilya Sorokin. 

This was another destination the Senators haven’t had the taste of a 
victory in a long time. The club hasn’t won in Long Island since Dec. 1, 
2017 with a 6-5 win, and that came at the old Nassau County Veterans’ 
Memorial Coliseum. 

The decision by Smith to start Anton Forsberg wasn’t a surprise even 
though Matt Murray had a strong effort Monday. No, Forsberg wasn’t 
very good in the club’s 2-1 loss Saturday to the Ducks, but for the most 
part he’s been reliable. 

Adam Pelech scored at 7:44 of the third by going to the net and beating 
Forsberg to put this one away for New York.. From there, the Isles just 
tried to make sure they didn’t give up many opportunities on Sorokin. 

“This break is going to be good for the guys because there’s going to be 
a lot of hockey down the stretch,” said captain Brady Tkachuk. 

The Isles pulled out to a 3-1 lead after 40 minutes. 

After the Senators lost a battle in their own zone, Matthew Barzal called 
for the puck in the left circle and fired a bullet by Forsberg on the stick 
side at 15:50. That was Barzal’s fourth career goal and 13th point in 11 
career games versus Ottawa. 

Small moments can make a big difference in a game. 

Alex Formenton was in all alone eight minutes into the second and 
Sorokin did the splits to make the save on this one. Not long after, Oliver 
Wahlstrom gave the Isles the 2-1 lead at 8:42. 

That’s one Forsberg probably should have had as Wahlstrom was able to 
slide it by his pad. The Senators can’t afford to give up those kind of 
goals, especially when they’re not having the easiest time getting 
offence. 

While the Senators were outshot 14-8 through 20 minutes, a late goal on 
the power play by Anthony Beauvillier tied it up at 1-1. He was able to 
pick up a loose puck in front and jam it by Forsberg at 18:07. 

This was the club’s first visit to Long Island in more than 800 days and it 
couldn’t have gotten off to a better start for the Senators. Holden has only 
scored two goals this season and both have come against New York. 

Holden fired a shot from the top of the slot, and Sorokin couldn’t get a 
handle on the puck as it landed in the back of the net. That goal came 
only 1:56 into the period as Ottawa tried to win its first set of back-to-back 
games this season. 

“We’ve been playing a lot of games so this will give the guys a chance to 
reset and refresh the mind and the body,” said Holden. “I think we played 
right to the end which is important. We didn’t stop playing our game.” 

The club is hopeful by the time they return from the break they’ll have 
defenceman Nikita Zatsev back from a heel injury and winger Connor 
Brown back from a broken jaw. 

The Senators will face the New Jersey Devils on Monday at home to hit 
the midway point of the schedule. That will start a stretch of six games in 
nine days for Ottawa in what will be a busy February. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Matt Murray's play has paid dividends for the Senators 

 

Bruce Garrioch 

 

Matt Murray had a night off Tuesday as the Ottawa Senators played their 
final game before the NHL all-star break. 

Coming off a 37-save effort in a 3-2 overtime victory over the Edmonton 
Oilers on Monday at home, coach D.J. Smith decided to go with backup 
Anton Forsberg against the New York Islanders in the club’s first visit to 
USB Arena. 

Wrapping up a set of back-to-back games before getting four days to rest 
and recharge for the second half, Murray was a bright light for this 
franchise in January and a big reason why the club is more consistent. 

Murray closed out January with a 4-1-2 record, a 2.51 goals-against 
average and a .924 save percentage in the seven games he played. This 
the goaltending the club expected when he was acquired from Pittsburgh 
in October 2020. 

That’s a big turnaround from his first six games when Murray was 0-5-0 
with 3.26 GAA and a .890 save percentage. Ottawa finished January with 
a 5-4-2 record in 12 games, and Smith noted the biggest difference. 

“Let’s give credit where it’s due, and that’s the goaltending,” Smith told 
reporters in New York on Tuesday morning. “It’s been outstanding. If you 
asked any coach in the NHL, the No. 1 thing they’d tell you that you need 
is goaltending. 

“That’s happened in back-to-back months for us and we’ve had some 
exceptional performances from both guys. We’ve also gotten some hard 
efforts from a lot of players. We’ve had some injuries, but we’ve also had 
some lines that have started to gel.” 

Sometimes a change is better than a rest but, in Murray’s case, he had a 
taste of both scenarios in the last couple of months. He cleared waivers 
Nov. 29, was sent to the club’s AHL affiliate in Belleville and returned 
here at Christmas. 

“You’ve got to give him a lot of credit,” said Smith. “When he came in at 
the start of the year, would he have ever thought that he’d go through 
waivers? A stint in the minors? 

“A lot of guys would take the ball and go home and kind of turn their 
(back) to us, and he didn’t. He went to work, never complained and came 
back and has brought a brand new attitude and his own personal 
confidence. 

Goalie coach Zac Bierk has spent a lot of time and effort working with 
Murray to help him get his game back together. The trip to Belleville also 
helped Murray clear his head and maybe he came to the realization he 
had to earn his starts. 

Murray said he hasn’t changed anything. 

“There’s no difference,” Murray said with a smile. 

The good news is there’s been a big difference in the number of stops 
he’s making, and that’s helped the Senators have success. 

WORKING ON PAUL 

As noted in this space last week, general manager Pierre Dorion has 
held talks with forward Nick Paul ‘s Toronto-based agent Paul 
Caprizzano of Quartexx Management to try to get a contract extension in 
place. 

Both sides would like to get a deal done for the unrestricted free agent, 
but for that to happen there is a gap the two sides need to bridge. The 

Senators and Paul both want to work this out, but for that to happen they 
to find common ground. 

Paul made his presence felt against the Oilers on Monday by scoring his 
eighth of the season, going 54 per cent in the faceoff circle and finishing 
with 23:22 of ice time. He’s been moved to the middle with Josh Norris 
out with a shoulder injury. 

Paul earned high praise from Smith post-game. 

“I thought (Paul) was the best player on the ice for us,” Smith said. 
“There’s very few people in the world that can skate with (Connor) 
McDavid , especially a forward, backwards. 

“And he did in overtime, and against (Leon) Draisaitl when he had to. He 
scored, I don’t know what else he’s got to do. But, he’s playing with 
confidence and giving us a chance.” 

If the Senators and Paul can’t get a contract in place, then there will be 
no shortage of interest in him around the trade deadline, but the club isn’t 
actively trying to deal  him. 

The top priority for both is to get a contract worked out and we’re going to 
have to see where this goes in the next six weeks. 

THE LAST WORDS 

The good people who argue about everything on social media were 
having a field day of over Tim Stuetzle ‘s decision to drop the gloves 
Monday. Former Ottawa blueliner Marc Methot, an analyst for TSN on 
the Senators broadcasts, noted on his Twitter account he didn’t mind one 
bit. “Fantastic. That kind of stuff can do wonders for a players 
confidence,” Methot wrote. “He’s a young man still figuring out the 
league. Him being more confident out there makes him that much more 
dangerous. Love it.” Stuetzle told legendary play-by-play voice Dean 
Brown the cut that required stitches wasn’t the result of a punch from 
Edmonton’s William Lagesson , it happened when the 20-year-old went 
down on the ice. … Smith made one change against the Isles by 
inserting Victor Mete in place of Lassi Thomson . He played only 10:50 
against the Oilers and Smith wanted to give him a break. “We’ve been 
pleased with his play, but it’s the end of the trip here and we just feel we 
need to get Mete into a game,” Smith said. 
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Bruins show some fight to beat Seattle in final game before All-Star break 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff 

Updated February 1, 2022, 9:42 p.m. 

 

Taking stock of his team going into the last game before the All-Star 
break, Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy listed off all the traits that he thought 
were a part of his group’s identity. 

They were a good defensive team, even if the traditional numbers didn’t 
bear that out in the first half of the season. They can score when need 
be, despite a rout at the hands of the Dallas Stars on a just-completed 
three-game road trip. Consistency was still elusive, but there was still the 
second half to find it. 

But something at the core of the Bruins organization, something woven 
into its fabric, had been questioned at times. The Bruins’ reputation as 
bullies — the team that dished out the physicality — wasn’t quite as 
strong as it had been in the past. 

“In general, I think we’re a blue-collar, hard-nosed, hard-to-play-against 
group,” Cassidy said. “I think the physicality part, specifically the fighting 
part, has left the game quite a bit compared to maybe the Big Bad Bruins 
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from the ‘70s, ‘80s, and even the 2011 team. There’s just a little bit less 
construction of that in most lineups, but we still want to be hard to play 
against.” 

The game, Cassidy said, has changed. 

“You want to be careful,” he said. “You can’t settle scores like you used 
to, just not the way it is in the league. You get disciplined fairly quickly on 
that. So you have to find the right moments, how to push back, I think, is 
the best way to put it.” 

The Seattle Kraken were by no means intimidating, coming into TD 
Garden Tuesday night with a 14-26-4 record. But when hits started flying, 
the Bruins sent a message on the way to a 3-2 win, bouncing back from 
a brutal 1-1-1 trip to close out the first half. 

After a scoreless first period, the tension started building at the start of 
the second when Yanni Gourde clobbered Urho Vaakanainen along the 
boards 1:38 into the second period. Vaakanainen’s s head slammed into 
the glass, and he left the ice bloodied and disoriented. 

Gourde’s punishment? A two-minute boarding minor. 

“He got hit from behind in the numbers,” Cassidy said. “His head went 
into the glass and the concussion spotter took him off and he never 
returned. So I didn’t like the hit it all. I thought for them to not to make a 
call on it was unbelievable to me, considering the standard they set . . . I 
don’t understand, you know the standard tonight for that not to be a call 
immediately.” 

Not long after, Curtis Lazar took matters into his own hands. Lazar was 
facing off across from Gourde, but he was hardly concerned with the 
puck. As soon as it dropped, Lazar set off a brawl that landed five players 
in the penalty box. Derek Forbort and former Bruin Jeremey Lauzon 
mixed it up. Steven Fogarty jumped in as well. 

“The response was good,” Cassidy said. “You never know what’s going 
to escalate, but you want to be physical against their good players, and if 
you have an opportunity to send a message back to the guy in the right 
manner, you do. I don’t think there was anything dirty about it at all. It 
was a faceoff that turned into a scrum.” 

After the dust settled, the Bruins did more damage on the scoreboard. 
David Pastrnak scored his 21st of the season on a power-play set up by 
a tripping call on former Bruin Marcus Johansson. Taylor Hall cashed in 
at the 16:09 mark, scooping a loose puck in front of the net and punching 
it past Kraken goalie Chris Driedger for a 2-0 lead. 

“At the end of the day, the two guys went out and they got separated,” 
Cassidy said. “So you know you’re trying to do the right thing, stay in the 
moment, and not let the game get away from you. Take care of business 
without completely losing your composure, discipline. That’s one way to 
do it, and I thought we handled it well and got to work after that.” 

What happened after the Bruins’ response was more troubling to 
Cassidy. Kraken right wing Joonas Donskoi cut the lead in half 42 
seconds into the third, getting his first goal of the season in traffic on a 
pass from former Bruin Ryan Donato. The lead was gone at the 7:30 
mark. After a giveaway by Craig Smith in the neutral zone, Adam 
Larsson fired a shot that ricocheted off Charlie McAvoy past Linus 
Ullmark. 

Mason Appleton, who was battling in front of the net, was credited with 
the goal off the deflection, his fourth of the season. 

“We take our foot off the gas and play loose again,” Cassidy said. “So it’s 
about that. Recognizing where you are in the game.” 

Cassidy called a timeout immediately after Appleton’s goal to restore 
some order. 

“It was about trying to take a deep breath, for one thing, and not let the 
game get away from us,” Cassidy said. “If we value the points, then 
we’ve got to start playing the right way. That was about it, try to get their 
attention. Listen, these guys have been around. They know the 

importance of it. We didn’t value that tonight. We weren’t very respectful 
of the game.” 

A bunch of Bruins congratulate David Pastrnak on his third-period that 
gave Boston a lead it wouldn't relinquish Tuesday night against Seattle. 

A bunch of Bruins congratulate David Pastrnak on his third-period that 
gave Boston a lead it wouldn't relinquish Tuesday night against 
Seattle.Jim Davis/ 

Globe Staff Pastrnak put the Bruins back on top at 10:49, sending a pass 
toward the net where Taylor Hall was waiting. Instead of Hall jumping on 
a rebound opportunity, the puck tumbled in off Driedger’s glove, giving 
Pastrnak his fifth multi-goal game this and third three-point game this 
season, all coming since Jan. 1. 

Ullmark, making his fourth straight start with Tuukka Rask still nursing an 
lower-body injury, bounced back from an ugly night in Dallas by stopping 
25 of 27 shots. 

The Bruins are 12-5 since coming back from the restart in January. 
They’ll head into the break with a reminder of the work they have in front 
of them in the second half to perform consistently. 

“It wasn’t pretty,” Hall said. “And it wasn’t our best night, but we’ll take 
two points and go on vacation.” 
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Two years after 1st confirmed coronavirus case in Massachusetts, state 
reports 2,628 new daily cases and 127 deaths 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

PUBLISHED: February 1, 2022 at 2:47 p.m. | UPDATED: February 1, 
2022 at 4:38 p.m. 

 

Another day passed for the Bruins on Tuesday, and it was another day 
that Tuukka Rask did not take the ice. 

Rask continues to deal with a lower-body injury that knocked him out of 
the goaltending rotation last Friday in Arizona. At the time, he was 
termed as day-to-day, but it has clearly lingered a little more than was 
hoped or expected. For the first time on Tuesday, coach Bruce Cassidy 
acknowledged that the injury was indeed related to his surgically repaired 
hip. 

“Yeah, it’s dragged out,” said Cassidy. “Once he missed time on the 
road, we did not figure he’d be practicing today or maybe (play), that 
would be a big ask so you might as well take the break and get it sorted 
out. I guess there’s maybe some lingering effects from the surgery that 
are creeping in now after he played more than practicing for that stretch. 
Only he knows how much it’s preventing him from being 100 percent 
athletic or comfortable in the net. That’s what’s happened the last little 
stretch. Obviously, (Jeremy) Swayman is here and he’s done a good job 
for us. Were still solid between the pipes…but that’s where Tuukka’s at 
and we’ll have a much better idea coming out of the break.” 

If what’s bothering Rask now hasn’t settled down when the B’s return 
from their All-Star break next week, it would certainly seem to put Rask’s 
comeback attempt in question, if we’re not there already. 

Rask was originally going to do a rehab start in Providence for a game or 
two, but that was wiped out when Lehigh Valley, its scheduled opponent 
on Jan. 7 and 9, had to cancel because of COVID issues. The decision 
was made then for Rask to jump straight into NHL action in a game 
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against the Philadelphia Flyers on Jan. 13, a start in which he picked up 
the win and looked for very good. 

His next start was a disastrous 7-1 loss to Carolina from which he was 
pulled after the first period, but it was hard to dump the loss on Rask’s 
shoulders because it was a team-wide collapse. He won his next game 
against Winnipeg, bouncing back from an early soft goal to notch the 3-2 
victory, shutting the door late in a 6-on-5 situation. 

But in a 5-3 loss to Anaheim on Jan. 24, he struggled badly, allowing a 
bad shorthanded goal and a couple more that highlighted his problems 
with his puck-tracking and depth. That was his last game. 

It was known that he had some sort of physical issue coming out of the 
Anaheim game, but it wasn’t expected to be bad enough to keep him 
from starting one of the three road games. But after he backed up Linus 
Ullmark in Colorado, it was deemed he was unfit to even do that in 
Arizona. Troy Grosenick was activated off the taxi squad for that duty 
before Swayman was recalled from Providence to back up Ullmark in 
Dallas. 

After Ullmark was shelled, Swayman relieved him against the Stars on 
Sunday. Cassidy decided to go right back with Ullmark for Tuesday’s 
game against the Seattle Kraken at the Garden for his fourth straight 
start. 

“(Ullmark) is playing good hockey. I don’t think anybody was great in 
Dallas, so let’s give him a chance to get back in the net,” said Cassidy, 
whose team is heading into a week-long All-Star break. 

Bergeron appreciates Brady 

Patrice Bergeron’s career nearly coincided with Tom Brady’s in Boston, 
having arrived here as a teenager in the fall of 2003, not too long after 
Brady won his first Super Bowl in January of 2002. 

Bergeron admired the quarterback’s focus and competitiveness. 

“First and foremost the way he approached the game, the way he 
competed and wanted to win, his will to win was bar none the best I’ve 
seen and witness. It was just a pleasure to watch for 22 years. An 
amazing career and a well deserved retirement,” said Bergeron. 

The B’s captain first became aware of Brady when he was a 16-year-old 
Midget triple A player in his native Quebec City and his team used the 
underdog Patriots, who upset the Rams on Adam Vinatieri’s last-second 
field goal, as their own inspiration. 

Now Bergeron himself is approaching a career crossroads. He may not 
have reached it yet, but the 36-year-old centerman, who is in the last 
year of his contract, has thus far declined to negotiate an extension, not 
yet knowing if he’ll be ready to gear up for another NHL campaign. But 
he’s not ready to announce his intentions one way or another just yet. 

“You want to make sure you’re fully committed to playing the game at a 
high level. Especially as a leader, you want to make sure you’re doing 
that to the best of your abilities for your teammates,” said Bergeron. “I 
think that’s what he’s been able to do throughout his career and I (salute) 
him for doing that for such a long time. As far as myself, I’m focused and 
committed to playing the game.” 

Foligno, Frederic return to ice 

Trent Frederic and Nick Foligno, both out with upper-body injuries, 
returned to the ice for Tuesday’s morning skate, but neither was in the 
lineup against the Kraken. Frederic has been out since leaving the B’s 7-
3 win on January 10 and Foligno hasn’t played since leaving the B’s 5-3 
loss to Anaheim on January 24. 

Cassidy said that the players would have to go through a full practice 
with contact before they could get back in. 
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Bruins blow lead but survive to beat Kraken 

 

Steve Conroy 

6-7 minutes 2/1/2022 

 

The Bruins headed off on their five-day All-Star break with a nine-point 
cushion for the second wild card spot, thanks to their 3-2 victory over the 
Seattle Kraken at the Garden on Tuesday. But you can’t exactly say they 
sailed into vacation on a high note. 

With a chance to put their knee on the expansion team’s neck to start the 
third period, the B’s instead let the Kraken off the mat and needed their 
power play to once again bail them out for the victory. 

After the B’s blew a two-goal lead in the third period, David Pastrnak 
broke a 2-2 tie with his second power-play goal with 9:11 left in 
regulation. Pastrnak one-timed a Patrice Bergeron pass and the sizzler 
ripped through Kraken goalie Chris Driedger’s glove and into the net. 

The B’s then hung on at the end with Driedger pulled for an extra skater 
for the 3-2 victory. Linus Ullmark, regaining some momentum after the 
blowout loss in Dallas, had another good game, making 25 saves to 
improve his record to 15-6-1. 

The B’s are 12-4-1 since Jan. 1, but the last few games they are 
resembling a one-and-done playoff team. They barely survived against a 
bad Arizona Coyotes team, were non-competitive against Dallas and 
finished up with the ugly win over Seattle. The break might be well-timed. 

Pastrnak had a three-point night and Taylor Hall had a goal and an 
assist, but they had their issues, too. Both were on the ice for Seattle’s 
first goal that got the Kraken back in the game and Hall was on for both 
Kraken goals. 

While the B’s had worked hard to earn a 2-0 lead with two goals in the 
second period, they lapsed badly on the first shift of the third period and 
paid for it. Failing on a couple of halfhearted breakout attempts, the B’s 
were playing on their heels. Joonas Donskoi pounced on a puck in the 
high slot and snapped home a shot that beat Ullmark through a screen 
42 seconds into the period. 

“It’s a tough way to start the third after being up two. I think everyone 
could see we didn’t play our best tonight,” said Hall. “When nights are 
going like that, it’s important to play simple and get pucks out when the 
time is right. I didn’t do that on one of the goals. There were a lot of 
mistakes tonight that were self-inflicted. But we won the game. We found 
a way to get on the power play and make a couple of plays. It wasn’t 
pretty and it wasn’t our best tonight, but we’ll take the two points and go 
on vacation.” 

It got worse before it got better. After the B’s survived a penalty kill, the 
Kraken evened it up at 7:30. Mason Appleton deflected an Adam Larsson 
shot that then went off Charlie McAvoy and in. The B’s were suddenly in 
a dogfight, enough of one for coach Bruce Cassidy to call his timeout. 

“It was about trying to take a deep breath for one thing and not let the 
game get away from us,” said Cassidy. “It had gotten to even. We had a 
12 and a half minute game in front of us. If we value the points, then 
we’ve got to start playing the right way. And that was about it. Trying to 
get their attention. These guys have been around. They know the 
importance of it. 

“We didn’t value it tonight. We weren’t very respectful of the game in a 
number instances with the puck, for whatever reason. Could be first 
game back off the road, could be looking forward to the break. I don’t 
know. I know it was some of our veteran guys that typically don’t fall into 
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that category. At the end of the day, they got it back, got a big goal on the 
power-play and we held on, got some saves and got the win.” 

After a scoreless first, the B’s appeared to to take control of the second 
— but not before they lost a player who’d been playing well for them. 
Early in the period,  Urho Vaakanainen had to leave the game on a bad 
hit from behind by Yanni Gourde, who drove the rookie’s head into the 
glass behind the B’s net. A cut was opened on Vaakanainen’s head and 
he needed some assistance to get off the ice. 

Nothing was called at first then, after the officials huddled, Gourde was 
given a five-minute major. But upon further review, it was surprisingly 
dropped to a two-minute minor. 

“I didn’t like the hit at all,” said Cassidy. “For them not to make a call 
(originally) on it was unbelievable to me.” 

The B’s could not make Gourde pay on the power play, so they decided 
to go about it a different way. The next time Gourde took a draw, Steven 
Fogarty first took a shot at Gourde before Curtis Lazar jumped on the 
Kraken center, not allowing him to decline even though Gourde never 
took the gloves off. 

Lazar got the extra roughing minor, but the B’s killed it off. And when they 
got a power-play of their own, the B’s took the lead. 

With Johansson in the box for an offensive zone tripping, Pastrnak ripped 
a one-time shot that went off a Kraken defender in front and past 
Driedger at 9:06 for his 21st of the year. 

The B’s again got into penalty trouble when Brandon Carlo was whistled 
for interference and, with 38 seconds left in what had been a good kill, 
Jake DeBrusk backhanded a clear attempt over the glass. 

But with the help of some bad decisions by Seattle, the B’s killed off the 
5-on-3, then the balance of the DeBrusk penalty. 

Shortly thereafter, the B’s took a 2-0 lead at 16:09.  Tomas Nosek — 
getting the assignment of centering Pastrnak and Hall with Erik Haula still 
in COVID protocol — worked hard to keep the puck alive behind the 
Kraken net. It squirted out front, and when Riley Sheahan couldn’t control 
it, Hall pounced and buried it past Driedger. 

That lead went up in smoke in the first 7:30 of the third. But Oskar Steen, 
dropped to the fourth line, responded with a good shift and forced Mark 
Giordano to take a tripping penalty on him. That set up Pastrnak for his 
22nd of the year of the year and allowed the B’s to go into the break with 
a win. 

But they have no right to be cocky about it. 

 

Boston Herald LOADED: 02.02.2022 

1198021 Boston Bruins 

 

Bruins blow lead but survive to beat Kraken 
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The Bruins headed off on their five-day All-Star break with a nine-point 
cushion for the second wild card spot, thanks to their 3-2 victory over the 
Seattle Kraken at the Garden on Tuesday. But you can’t exactly say they 
sailed into vacation on a high note. 

With a chance to put their knee on the expansion team’s neck to start the 
third period, the B’s instead let the Kraken off the mat and needed their 
power play to once again bail them out for the victory. 

After the B’s blew a two-goal lead in the third period, David Pastrnak 
broke a 2-2 tie with his second power-play goal with 9:11 left in 
regulation. Pastrnak one-timed a Patrice Bergeron pass and the sizzler 
ripped through Kraken goalie Chris Driedger’s glove and into the net. 

The B’s then hung on at the end with Driedger pulled for an extra skater 
for the 3-2 victory. Linus Ullmark, regaining some momentum after the 
blowout loss in Dallas, had another good game, making 25 saves to 
improve his record to 15-6-1. 

The B’s are 12-4-1 since Jan. 1, but the last few games they are 
resembling a one-and-done playoff team. They barely survived against a 
bad Arizona Coyotes team, were non-competitive against Dallas and 
finished up with the ugly win over Seattle. The break might be well-timed. 

Pastrnak had a three-point night and Taylor Hall had a goal and an 
assist, but they had their issues, too. Both were on the ice for Seattle’s 
first goal that got the Kraken back in the game and Hall was on for both 
Kraken goals. 

While the B’s had worked hard to earn a 2-0 lead with two goals in the 
second period, they lapsed badly on the first shift of the third period and 
paid for it. Failing on a couple of halfhearted breakout attempts, the B’s 
were playing on their heels. Joonas Donskoi pounced on a puck in the 
high slot and snapped home a shot that beat Ullmark through a screen 
42 seconds into the period. 

“It’s a tough way to start the third after being up two. I think everyone 
could see we didn’t play our best tonight,” said Hall. “When nights are 
going like that, it’s important to play simple and get pucks out when the 
time is right. I didn’t do that on one of the goals. There were a lot of 
mistakes tonight that were self-inflicted. But we won the game. We found 
a way to get on the power play and make a couple of plays. It wasn’t 
pretty and it wasn’t our best tonight, but we’ll take the two points and go 
on vacation.” 

It got worse before it got better. After the B’s survived a penalty kill, the 
Kraken evened it up at 7:30. Mason Appleton deflected an Adam Larsson 
shot that then went off Charlie McAvoy and in. The B’s were suddenly in 
a dogfight, enough of one for coach Bruce Cassidy to call his timeout. 

“It was about trying to take a deep breath for one thing and not let the 
game get away from us,” said Cassidy. “It had gotten to even. We had a 
12 and a half minute game in front of us. If we value the points, then 
we’ve got to start playing the right way. And that was about it. Trying to 
get their attention. These guys have been around. They know the 
importance of it. 

“We didn’t value it tonight. We weren’t very respectful of the game in a 
number instances with the puck, for whatever reason. Could be first 
game back off the road, could be looking forward to the break. I don’t 
know. I know it was some of our veteran guys that typically don’t fall into 
that category. At the end of the day, they got it back, got a big goal on the 
power-play and we held on, got some saves and got the win.” 

After a scoreless first, the B’s appeared to to take control of the second 
— but not before they lost a player who’d been playing well for them. 
Early in the period,  Urho Vaakanainen had to leave the game on a bad 
hit from behind by Yanni Gourde, who drove the rookie’s head into the 
glass behind the B’s net. A cut was opened on Vaakanainen’s head and 
he needed some assistance to get off the ice. 

Nothing was called at first then, after the officials huddled, Gourde was 
given a five-minute major. But upon further review, it was surprisingly 
dropped to a two-minute minor. 

“I didn’t like the hit at all,” said Cassidy. “For them not to make a call 
(originally) on it was unbelievable to me.” 

The B’s could not make Gourde pay on the power play, so they decided 
to go about it a different way. The next time Gourde took a draw, Steven 
Fogarty first took a shot at Gourde before Curtis Lazar jumped on the 
Kraken center, not allowing him to decline even though Gourde never 
took the gloves off. 
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Lazar got the extra roughing minor, but the B’s killed it off. And when they 
got a power-play of their own, the B’s took the lead. 

With Johansson in the box for an offensive zone tripping, Pastrnak ripped 
a one-time shot that went off a Kraken defender in front and past 
Driedger at 9:06 for his 21st of the year. 

The B’s again got into penalty trouble when Brandon Carlo was whistled 
for interference and, with 38 seconds left in what had been a good kill, 
Jake DeBrusk backhanded a clear attempt over the glass. 

But with the help of some bad decisions by Seattle, the B’s killed off the 
5-on-3, then the balance of the DeBrusk penalty. 

Shortly thereafter, the B’s took a 2-0 lead at 16:09.  Tomas Nosek — 
getting the assignment of centering Pastrnak and Hall with Erik Haula still 
in COVID protocol — worked hard to keep the puck alive behind the 
Kraken net. It squirted out front, and when Riley Sheahan couldn’t control 
it, Hall pounced and buried it past Driedger. 

That lead went up in smoke in the first 7:30 of the third. But Oskar Steen, 
dropped to the fourth line, responded with a good shift and forced Mark 
Giordano to take a tripping penalty on him. That set up Pastrnak for his 
22nd of the year of the year and allowed the B’s to go into the break with 
a win. 

But they have no right to be cocky about it. 
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WATCH: Pastrnak stays hot with game-winner vs. Kraken 

 

by Justin Leger 

1-2 minutes 

 

David Pastrnak is on another level right now. 

The Boston Bruins winger propelled his team to a 3-2 victory over the 
Seattle Kraken on Tuesday night. Pastrnak scored two of those three 
goals with the first coming on the power play during the second period. 

His second goal of the night turned out to be the game-winner for Boston. 
Pastrnak took advantage of another power play with 9:11 left in the third 
period. 

That's 14 goals for Pastrnak in his last 15 games. The star winger now 
has 22 goals and 21 assists on the season. 

The Bruins head into the NHL All-Star Break with a 26-14-3 record. Their 
next game will take place Tuesday, Feb. 8 vs. the Pittsburgh Penguins at 
TD Garden. 
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Did this hit on Urho Vaakanainen deserve a harsher penalty? 

 

by Justin Leger 

1-2 minutes 

 

Urho Vaakanainen exited Tuesday's Seattle Kraken-Boston Bruins 
matchup in the second period after a brutal hit by Yanni Gourde. 

Gourde buried Vaakanainen into the boards from behind and the Bruins 
defenseman left for the locker room with a bloodied face. The officials 
originally assessed Gourde with a five-minute major penalty, but he only 
got two minutes for boarding after review. 

Watch the hit below, via Alison Lukan: 

Did Gourde deserve a major? That question surely will be up for debate 
among Kraken and B's fans. 

The Bruins responded by taking matters into their own hands. Shortly 
after the hit, Curtis Lazar dropped the gloves with Gourde while Derek 
Forbort took on ex-Bruins d-man Jeremy Lauzon. 
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2022 NHL trade deadline: Four Kraken players Bruins could target 

 

by Nick Goss 

4-5 minutes 

 

The Boston Bruins will welcome the Seattle Kraken to TD Garden on 
Tuesday night for the first ever meeting between these NHL franchises. 

The Kraken are not enjoying the same success that the league's previous 
expansion team -- the Vegas Golden Knights -- did in its inaugural 
season. 

Seattle has the second-worst record in the Western Conference at 14-26-
4. Reaching the playoffs is not a very realistic goal, so it would behoove 
the Kraken to gauge the trade market and see what they could potentially 
acquire for some of their veteran players, especially those able to 
become unrestricted free agents this summer. 

Here are a couple Kraken players the Boston Bruins might want to 
consider pursuing before the March 21 trade deadline (all salary 
information via CapFriendly). 

Mark Giordano, D 

2021-22 Stats: 4 G, 13 A in 38 GP 

Age: 38 

Contract: $6.75M cap hit, UFA in 2022 

Giordano is still a legit top-four defenseman despite being close to 40 
years old. He's averaging 21:25 of ice time against quality competition, 
while also contributing to the power play (3:00 per game) and penalty kill 
(1:27 per game). 

Basically, Giordano a highly experienced (nearly 1000 career games), 
all-situations defensemen who can step in and upgrade a contending 
team's blue line. He's also a tremendous leader and high-character 
player who's been a captain for the Kraken and Calgary Flames.  

The Kraken have a plus-31 edge in shot attempts, a plus-7 advantage in 
shots, a plus-8 lead in scoring chances and a 95-76 differential in high-
danger attempts when Giordano has been on the ice during 5-on-5 
action, per Natural Stat Trick. The same cannot be said for several other 
Seattle defensemen. Even on a bad team, Giordano is helping drive puck 
possession and scoring chances at a pretty good rate. 
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Giordano would likely be a rental, but if the Bruins want to push their 
chips on the table for a top-four defenseman, the Kraken captain is 
among the best options. 

Carson Soucy, D 

2021-22 Stats: 6 G, 7 A in 33 GP 

Age: 27 

Contract: $2.75 million cap hit, UFA in 2023 

The Bruins could use some more size and toughness, and Soucy would 
give them both with his physical style of play and 6-foot-5, 210-pound 
frame. Goal scoring is not a pillar of Soucy's skill set, but he does have 
six tallies already this season -- one away from his career high of seven 
set two years ago. 

Soucy is a good target for the Bruins if they're looking for defensive depth 
and more penalty killing. He's also a left-shot defenseman, which the 
Bruins need. Another plus with Soucy is he's not a rental -- his contract 
runs through next season at a reasonable cap hit. 

Marcus Johansson, C/LW 

2021-22 Stats: 5 G, 10 A in 33 GP 

Age: 31 

Contract: $1.5 million cap hit, UFA in 2022  

The Bruins acquired Johansson before the 2019 trade deadline and he 
turned out to be a good fit in the bottom-six as Boston made it all the way 
to Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final. He provided valuable bottom-six 
scoring with 11 points in 22 playoff games that season. 

Johansson is a quality two-way forward with enough versatility to be 
productive at center and both wing spots. He's a player B's head coach 
Bruce Cassidy could trust in a lot of different situations. 

Calle Jarnkrok, C 

2021-22 Stats: 7 G, 8 A in 32 GP 

Age: 30 

Contract: $2M cap hit, UFA in 2022 

The Bruins need center depth, preferably a No. 2 center, but another 
player at this position would absolutely help. Jarnkrok is not a real No. 2 
center, but he would be a nice bottom-six upgrade for the B's. He also 
contributes to both special teams units in Seattle. Jarnkork has plenty of 
experience, too, including 63 career playoff games. 
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Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron became the longest-tenured 

 

Staff Report 

 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron became the longest-tenured 
active athlete in the pro sports scene in Boston when Tom Brady exited 
the New England Patriots a couple of years ago, so there’s always been 
a mutual appreciation between a pair of players that did things right over 
their long careers filled with winning and team accomplishments. 

It’s no surprise that Bergeron had some very complimentary things to say 
about TB12 after the quarterback decided to officially announce his 
retirement on Tuesday amidst reports and speculation that he’d made up 
his mind over the weekend after 22 brilliant, Hall of Fame years. 

“His competitiveness first and foremost and they way that he approached 
the game,” said Bergeron, about what he appreciated about Brady 
watching him for 20 plus years. “The way that he competed and his will to 
win was bar none, the best I’ve ever seen and witnessed. It was a 
pleasure to watch for 22 years. An amazing career and a well-deserved 
retirement.” 

The parallels are interesting, of course, after the 44-year-old Brady cited 
that he’d be unable to continue his competitive commitment of excellence 
at this point in his life with a young family and interests outside of the 
football world. He was obviously still at an incredibly high level of play on 
the gridiron and wasn’t in decline, so this was about family considerations 
and giving back to those that have sacrificed for his football success. 

Bergeron was asked if any of that resonated with him as a 36-year-old 
that may be weighing the same kind of decisions at the end of this 
season when his contract is up with the Boston Bruins. 

“It’s always that thing where you want to make sure you’re fully 
committed to the game and committed to playing it at a high level and the 
right way,” said Bergeron, who obviously has his own legacy of winning 
with World Junior gold, Olympic Gold, a Stanley Cup win and four Selke 
Trophies on his resume. “Especially as a leader you want to make sure 
you do that and that you’re [competing] to the best of your abilities for 
your teammates. 

“Make sure you create a bond and something to be successful, and to be 
winning ultimately. That what he’s been able to do throughout his career 
and kudos to him for doing it for such a long time. As far as for me, I’m 
focused, and I’m committed to playing the game.” 

Interestingly enough, Bergeron said Brady’s unlikely run with the Patriots 
to the 2001 Super Bowl over the Greatest Show on Turf, the St. Louis 
Rams, resonated with his Midget AAA team when they were the 
underdogs during the playoffs as well. 

“It’s funny, because when I was 16, playing midget triple-A back home, I 
think that was the year they won their first Super Bowl with that field goal, 
[Adam] Vinatieri,” said Bergeron. “It was a last-second thing and I think 
they were kind of the wild card to win it. For us back home, we kind of 
used that to our advantage as motivation to push ourselves to be our 
best. We were also in our playoff series, and we were the underdog. We 
kind of used that sequence or that game to give us some motivation.” 

Who knew way back then that both Brady and Bergeron would be 
become pillars of leadership, competitiveness and doing things the right 
way in their two decades together representing the City of Champions? 
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Haggs: Is It Time For Boston Bruins To Pull Plug on Tuukka? |BHN+ 

 

Published 8 hours ago on February 1, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Is it time already for the Boston Bruins to pull the plug on the Tuukka 
Rask experiment? 

In the best of circumstances, it felt like the Bruins were trying to fix 
something that absolutely wasn’t broken when they signed the 35-year-
old Rask to a one-year, $1 million contract last month and then attempted 
to knock the rust off in live NHL games where the wins and losses 
counted. 

Now with Rask out with a lower body injury and essentially shut down 
until after this weekend’s NHL All-Star break, it might already be time to 
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simply keep Rask around as an insurance policy in case something goes 
sideways with Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman. 

Ullmark continues to be a solid performer for the Black and Gold with a 
2.67 goals against average and .912 save percentage, and the rookie 
Swayman’s numbers (2.31 goals against average, .916 save percentage) 
have been even better at the NHL level this season. Meanwhile, Rask 
has looked rusty and off his angles while dropping into the butterfly too 
often with a 4.28 goals against average and .844 save percentage in four 
games. 

He’s given up 12 goals on 63 shots in his last three games, including 
getting pulled in a blowout loss to Carolina and looking eminently 
beatable against a young, skilled Ducks team that just kept beating him 
upstairs. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Release 'W' Versus Kraken 

 

Published 6 hours ago on February 1, 2022  

By Joe Haggerty 

5-6 minutes 2/1/2022 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 3-2 win 
over the Seattle Kraken at TD Garden on Tuesday night. 

GOLD STAR: Taylor Hall said he hadn’t been a big fan of his last five or 
six games, but he really stood up and played an important supporting 
role in a win that the B’s absolutely needed to get headed into the NHL 
All-Star break. Hall finished with a goal and two points, including a great 
pass through traffic to Pastrnak for a one-timer and a nice play picking up 
a puck in front of the Seattle net, in 13:29 of ice time along with five shots 
on net. At this point Hall is on pace for 20 goals and close to 60 points 
over the course of the full season, and that’s right about what the Bruins 
had in mind when they signed him prior to the start of the season. It’s 
also encouraging to hear him say that he wants to be a better two-way 
player in the second half of the season once coming back from the NHL 
All-Star break. 

BLACK EYE: The on-ice officials and whoever made the call to 
downgrade Yanni Gourde’s hit from behind on Urho Vaakanainen really 
dropped the ball. Gourde saw Vaakanainen’s numbers all the way 
through before blasting him head-first into the end boards where the 
Bruins defenseman slammed his head against the glass and left the ice a 
bloody mess. Vaakanainen didn’t return to the game and Gourde was 
initially hit with a five-minute boarding major as the call on the ice. 
Somehow during the ensuing video review the officials downgraded the 
dangerous, reckless hit to a two-minute minor and Gourde was able to 
finish out the game without any further penalty. There are times when the 
review works correctly to reduce a penalty as it did in Colorado with 
Taylor Hall’s clean hit that accidentally injured Nathan MacKinnon, but 
the reversal on Tuesday night felt like a simple slap on the wrist for a 
dangerous play that caused injury from Gourde. 

TURNING POINT: The new-look fourth line that Ty Anderson had a great 
nickname for, Swedish Clearwater Revival, drew a penalty in the  

The tripping all on Mark Giordano ended the tension in a 2-2 tie game 
where the B’s had frittered away a two-goal lead, and instead David 
Pastrnak powered up for a power play strike to give Boston their game-
winner. It was a pretty good night for Blidh, Fogarty and Lazar as Curtis 
Lazar also jumped up and defended Urho Vaakanainen while dropping 
the gloves off a face-off where Fogarty also stepped in at the draw. They 

played a physical game, drew a key penalty and kept the puck out of 
their own night in an effective energy line kind of night. 

HONORABLE MENTION: David Pastrnak has been red-hot since the 
start of January with his one-timer and that continued on Tuesday night 
with a pair of goals on simple shooting opportunities from the face-off 
circle. The first was a great Taylor Hall setup through traffic where he 
bombed it off a Kraken defender’s stick and the second goal was a 
classic power play one-timer off Chris Driedger’s glove hand for the 
game-winner. Pastrnak finished with two goals and three points in 15:16 
of ice time and had six shot attempts and a pair of hits in an active game. 
Pastrnak now has 14 goals and 22 points in 17 games since returning 
from the COVID/Holiday break that absolutely breathed life into the 
games of many Bruins players like No. 88. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 13-2-2 – The Boston Bruins’ record this season 
after recording a loss, which has kept them from any prolonged losing 
streaks. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Release 'W' Versus Kraken 

 

Published 6 hours ago on February 1, 2022  

By Joe Haggerty 

5-6 minutes 2/1/2022 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 3-2 win 
over the Seattle Kraken at TD Garden on Tuesday night. 

GOLD STAR: Taylor Hall said he hadn’t been a big fan of his last five or 
six games, but he really stood up and played an important supporting 
role in a win that the B’s absolutely needed to get headed into the NHL 
All-Star break. Hall finished with a goal and two points, including a great 
pass through traffic to Pastrnak for a one-timer and a nice play picking up 
a puck in front of the Seattle net, in 13:29 of ice time along with five shots 
on net. At this point Hall is on pace for 20 goals and close to 60 points 
over the course of the full season, and that’s right about what the Bruins 
had in mind when they signed him prior to the start of the season. It’s 
also encouraging to hear him say that he wants to be a better two-way 
player in the second half of the season once coming back from the NHL 
All-Star break. 

BLACK EYE: The on-ice officials and whoever made the call to 
downgrade Yanni Gourde’s hit from behind on Urho Vaakanainen really 
dropped the ball. Gourde saw Vaakanainen’s numbers all the way 
through before blasting him head-first into the end boards where the 
Bruins defenseman slammed his head against the glass and left the ice a 
bloody mess. Vaakanainen didn’t return to the game and Gourde was 
initially hit with a five-minute boarding major as the call on the ice. 
Somehow during the ensuing video review the officials downgraded the 
dangerous, reckless hit to a two-minute minor and Gourde was able to 
finish out the game without any further penalty. There are times when the 
review works correctly to reduce a penalty as it did in Colorado with 
Taylor Hall’s clean hit that accidentally injured Nathan MacKinnon, but 
the reversal on Tuesday night felt like a simple slap on the wrist for a 
dangerous play that caused injury from Gourde. 

TURNING POINT: The new-look fourth line that Ty Anderson had a great 
nickname for, Swedish Clearwater Revival, drew a penalty in the third 
period that put the Bruins on the power play. 

The tripping all on Mark Giordano ended the tension in a 2-2 tie game 
where the B’s had frittered away a two-goal lead, and instead David 
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Pastrnak powered up for a power play strike to give Boston their game-
winner. It was a pretty good night for Blidh, Fogarty and Lazar as Curtis 
Lazar also jumped up and defended Urho Vaakanainen while dropping 
the gloves off a face-off where Fogarty also stepped in at the draw. They 
played a physical game, drew a key penalty and kept the puck out of 
their own night in an effective energy line kind of night. 

HONORABLE MENTION: David Pastrnak has been red-hot since the 
start of January with his one-timer and that continued on Tuesday night 
with a pair of goals on simple shooting opportunities from the face-off 
circle. The first was a great Taylor Hall setup through traffic where he 
bombed it off a Kraken defender’s stick and the second goal was a 
classic power play one-timer off Chris Driedger’s glove hand for the 
game-winner. Pastrnak finished with two goals and three points in 15:16 
of ice time and had six shot attempts and a pair of hits in an active game. 
Pastrnak now has 14 goals and 22 points in 17 games since returning 
from the COVID/Holiday break that absolutely breathed life into the 
games of many Bruins players like No. 88. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 13-2-2 – The Boston Bruins’ record this season 
after recording a loss, which has kept them from any prolonged losing 
streaks. 
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Game 43: Boston Bruins vs Seattle Kraken Lines, Betting, Preview 

 

Published 11 hours ago on February 1, 2022  

By Jimmy Murphy 

5-7 minutes 2/1/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins (25-14-3, 53 pts) welcome the Seattle Kraken (14-26-
4, 32 pts) to TD Garden for the first-ever meeting between the B’s and 
the NHL’s newest expansion club (7:05 PM ET, NESN, ROOT-NW). 

The Bruins will look to bounce back from a humiliating 6-1 loss to the 
Stars in Dallas on Sunday and head into their week break on a positive 
note. 

“You have to have a short memory,” Boston Bruins head coach Bruce 
Cassidy said Tuesday after the game-day skate Tuesday. “I think at 
times, good and bad, we’ve had that. There’s been some nights we’ve 
played well, and we have to remind them why. And there’s nights where 
we haven’t been ourselves and we were able to put it behind us. At the 
end of the day, usually good leadership will get the guys’ attention. 
You’ve got to be ready to go. 

“Couple things like that are good enough to get you going in the right 
direction. That’s been the case for us. Obviously, [Brad Marchand, David 
Pastrnak, Patrice Bergeron], those guys don’t have off nights very often, 
so they take a lot of pride in their game. They usually get us going, 
they’re the guys we rely on, and the other guys are good followers in that 
regard.” 

Betting Prediction: 

Per our friends at BetUS, the OVER is 4-0 in the Bruins’ last four games 
after scoring two goals or less in their previous game. Also, the over is 4-
1 in the last five home games for the B’s. That combined with the fact the 
Bruins tend to bounce back strong after a rough game has us liking a 
strong start by the Bruins. 

That’s why our BetUs play for the game here is the Bruins first period 
PUCK LINE (+110) and the game going OVER 5.5 (-125). 

Prediction: Bruins 5 Kraken 2 

Remember, at BetUS, players get a 125% Bonus (for any sport, but it 
helps to hype a specific reason, such as hockey or football). Players also 
get a 200% bonus if they use Crypto. You can join BetUS by clicking 
here. 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark is getting his fourth consecutive start 
for the Black and Gold. The 28-year-old goaltender stopped  He’ll be 
backed up by rookie netminder Jeremy Swayman, who was just called 
back up from the Providence Bruins. 

-Boston Bruins forwards Nick Foligno (concussion) and Trent Frederic 
(upper-body) skated in normal practice jerseys at the game-say skate on 
Tuesday but will not play vs the Kraken tonight. Forward Erik Haula 
remains in COVID protocol and goalie Tuukka Rask (lower-body) will not 
dress for a second straight game. Cassidy told the media Sunday that 
there is still a good chance that Rask goes to Providence (AHL), on a 
conditioning stint during the upcoming All-Star break. 

Seattle Kraken Notes 

-Chris Driedger will start for the Kraken tonight. The former Florida 
Panthers goalie is 3-6-0 with a 3.18 GAA and .896 save percentage. 

-Three of the left wings for the Kraken are former Boston Bruins players. 
Former Bruins winger Marcus Johansson is riding the left-wing slot on 
the top line and has five goals and ten assists in 33 games. Ryan Donato 
is on the second line and has nine goals and seven assists in 39 games 
this season. After being waived by the Boston Bruins on Jan. 16 and 
claimed by the Kraken the next day, Karson Kuhlman is on the fourth line 
with no points in five games with Seattle. 

-On defense, former Bruins defenseman Jeremy Lauzon has a goal and 
four assists in 35 games and is on the second pairing tonight. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Unafraid Auston Matthews takes big off-ice 
step 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

• Canucks keeping options open with JT Miller 

• How the Predators got back on track 

• Why the Kings believe they're growing stronger 

Moments after Toronto defeated New Jersey 7-1 on Tuesday night, 
Auston Matthews indicated he’ll be participating in the Bellagio Fountain 
Faceoff during Friday night’s skills competition at All-Star. 

“I think it's cool to go outside the box and try new things,” he said. 

In case you doubted that, flash back two Saturdays. He showed up on 
the screen, and I couldn’t help thinking about Tony Romo. 

Back in June 2015, the NFL shut down the Dallas quarterback’s Fantasy 
Football event at a Las Vegas casino. Players were not allowed to 
appear in casinos. It’s not even seven years, how antiquated that feels 
now. 

On Oct. 22, the NHLPA informed players and agents that it had reached 
a deal with the NHL for “participation” in the world of legal sports betting. 
It cleared players to participate in advertising “related to” betting and “can 
endorse or have a promotional involvement with Sports Books,” provided 
that: single sport betting is legal where the betting entity operates; the 
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endorsement is legal in that jurisdiction; the “endorsement activity” does 
not promote betting on NHL games; the player is not shown betting; and 
it “is not intended to establish or advance a relationship between the 
betting entity and a club unless the club already has a relationship with 
the entity.” 

Days later, news of the memo reached Doug Honegger. Honegger, who 
played for QMJHL Hull in 1985-86 and represented Switzerland in the 
1992 Winter Olympics, helped facilitate Matthews’ pre-draft 2015-16 
season in Zurich. A co-founder of Bet99, he reached out to Matthews’ 
representative, Wasserman Hockey’s Judd Moldaver. 

“We started talking, and it took several months to get over the finish line,” 
Honegger said Tuesday. (Full disclosure: The ad debuted on Sportsnet.) 
The key message he wanted to send was they were going to be very 
conservative. 

For example, another Bet99 ambassador is Georges St-Pierre. In his 
ads, he holds up a phone with the company logo. Matthews will not be 
featured that way. Also, the link in St-Pierre’s marketing is to the 
company’s pay site. Matthews will link only to the free-to-play site, 
Bet99.net. 

“We only wanted to ask him to be in a ‘free-to-play’ space,” Honegger 
said. “This is still evolving, we’ve got to see where the dust settles. We 
had to introduce it slowly.” 

It’s still a major endorsement move. An active athlete representing a 
sports book is groundbreaking in North America, but it’s where we’re 
going. In 10 years, we’re all going to be looking back at this like, “What’s 
the big deal?” Prudential Center, where the Devils play, has a sports 
book. So does CapitalOne Arena, home of, well, the Capitals. The 
Blackhawks announced this week that one will be going into the United 
Center. But, being the first individual, especially when it comes to 
gambling, it takes a thick skin. There’s going to be criticism. 

“I don’t know if he — or we — think about going first, but, 'Does Auston 
have authentic interest in this?’” Moldaver said. “Our question to him 
was: This is new, it’s fresh, if we can make this work, what do you think? 
Our mission for Auston is to not only be interesting for a hockey player, 
but to be interesting, period. It is Auston and his family’s openness and 
creativity that allows for all of this. (His father) Brian has always 
encouraged outside-the-box thinking.” 

Once he said yes, it was up to Moldaver and Rachel Feucht, 
Wasserman’s director of hockey operations and client services, to 
negotiate. Honegger and his group — CEO Milena Tsekova, head of 
marketing Davin Bahuguna and head of partnerships Samantha Rogers 
— never spoke to the player. Matthews made it clear he was focused on 
the season. His photoshoot was in December, and lasted 45 minutes. 

It’s a three-year deal, estimated to be in seven figures. There’s also a 
philanthropic aspect with Matthews’ preferred charities and causes. 
Feucht and Moldaver would not discuss specifics there, but his support 
for Movember and Sick Kids’ Hospital is public. 

Bet99 isn’t the only company on the prowl. This will explode beyond 
hockey. Athletes from other sports — and other leagues — are taking 
notice. 

“Other agents have reached out,” Honegger said. “They’re asking, ‘Tell 
me from your side what this represents.’ They’re also asking if any of 
their players are of interest to us.” 

“Think about how fast everything has changed in the past six-12 months,” 
Feucht said. “(Sportsbooks) will want to sign more. There are Tier 1 
players actively looking or being pursued for these endorsements.” 

Matthews is first, but he won’t be the last. And, as Moldaver says, 
Matthews is “looking forward to what’s next.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. My sense is that part of Vancouver’s thought process includes the 
possibility of re-signing JT Miller, not trading him. I’m not saying that’s the 
likely outcome, but, at the very least, they’ve investigated the idea and 
what it would take. That’s one reason other names — like Conor 
Garland’s — are out there. President of Hockey Operations Jim 
Rutherford wants to create room, and will explore almost all options to do 
it. I do think at least one team’s made a run at Miller (my guess is the 
Rangers), but obviously not to the point where the Canucks said yes. 

2. Pat Verbeek is definitely a finalist in Anaheim. If the Ducks do go 
external, which appears to be the case, I don’t think it automatically 
means massive internal turnover. Word is at least some candidates were 
asked about keeping current executives who the organization feels do a 
good job. 

3. Whoever gets the job with the Ducks, the biggest pre-deadline 
decision is Hampus Lindholm’s future. At some point, Anaheim 
considered paying a little more for less term, but I’m not sure how far that 
went before the GM change. I don’t believe the Ducks, even if in a playoff 
position, can afford to keep Lindholm post-deadline unless they know 
he’s staying. 

4. After mentioning Toronto’s interest on Josh Manson, one exec joked 
“the Leafs have been interested in him since Punch Imlach was GM.” 
Anaheim will have many options here, including keeping him. 

5. It’s believed Kyle Davidson had his “official” interview for Chicago’s 
permanent GM position. The Blackhawks will interview external 
candidates, and, when CEO Danny Wirtz does his town hall, I’m curious 
to see if he indicates that not hiring anyone above the new GM is a 
temporary or permanent decision. Word is some NHL teams were not 
willing to give permission for their staff to interview prior to the trade 
deadline. Could the team re-visit those options later? Another question: 
since the interview process involves non-hockey people, will a non-
hockey person be added to the Marian Hossa, Ed Olczyk, Patrick Sharp 
advisory committee? The first name that comes to mind would be Theo 
Epstein. 

6. A few teams indicated they see Jeff Petry more likely as an off-season 
deal as opposed to this deadline, although those predictions certainly 
could backfire. One thing to remember: as ugly as this season’s been for 
him — and the Canadiens — his underlying numbers last year were very 
good. And that hasn’t gone unnoticed. 

7. Jeff Marek mentioned last weekend that Florida had Owen Tippett as a 
possibility in potential trades. Frank Vatrano could be another. Not 
enough room for everyone in that deep forward lineup. 

8. The more you watch Winnipeg, the more you realize how Dustin 
Byfuglien’s abrupt retirement changed the course of the franchise. 
Byfuglien was like Shea Weber. When he put his leg over the boards, the 
game changed. Good shift or bad, everyone knew he was out there. 
Everyone knew if they weren’t alert, they could be pancaked. He played 
a lot of minutes, took a lot of responsibility, covered up for a lot of 
minutes. We all knew he’d be a loss, but I don’t think we realized how big 
a loss and how hard it would be to replace him. We’re seeing it now. 

9. New Jersey and Mackenzie Blackwood are going through second and 
potentially third opinions over treatment for his injured heel. Timeline 
uncertain. 

10. Chris Kreider hit the All-Star break with 33 goals in 47 games, on-
pace for 58. He’ll be 31 on April 30, which puts him into rarefied air if he 
does get to 50. Hall-of-Famer Johnny Bucyk is the oldest player to reach 
that milestone for the first time — 51 for Boston in 1970-71, when he was 
35. Another Hall-of-Famer, Joe Mullen, is second. He turned 32 in 
February 1989, en route to 51 goals. By my math, Kreider would be next. 

11. One of the reasons you’re seeing agents like Emilie Castonguay and 
Kent Hughes end up in NHL front offices? Teams want to know more 
about what makes players tick and what’s important to them in a 
relationship with an organization. 

12. So, which team leads the NHL in fighting majors? It’s Nashville, with 
29. That’s seven more than Anaheim. “We didn’t mean to lead the league 
in that, but here we are,” GM David Poile said Monday. “You want to 
have an all-for-one, one-for-all attitude. It’s an easy thing to say, but it’s 
happening here.” 
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Most fighting majors by team in 2021-22 

1. Nashville: 29 

2. Anaheim: 22 

3. Arizona: 19 

4. Ottawa: 19 

5. San Jose: 17 

6. Minnesota: 16 

7. Seattle: 16 

8. Boston: 15 

9. NY Islanders: 14 

10. Tampa Bay: 14 

Due to COVID’s unfortunate realities, there are a lot of teams I don’t get 
to see that often and therefore don’t get blog/podcast time. It doesn’t 
serve the readers or listeners, so I’m trying to make up for that over the 
next few weeks. Nashville is one, and when watching the Predators -- 
with the fourth-best points-percentage in the west -- you see a team 
rejuvenated by fresh blood. 

“We had to make some tough decisions,” the GM added. “I’d like to tell 
you everything that happened this off-season was unanimous, but it 
wasn’t. Those were tough decisions we had to make, and moving on 
from fan favourites is very painful. But that is the job.” Unfortunately, the 
Predators’ strong run -- which fell two wins shy of the Stanley Cup in 
2017 -- was over. Not sure what everyone out there expected from 
Nashville, but they’re better than I thought. “We’re not going anywhere if 
the drivers and leaders of our team, our best players, are not our best 
players,” Poile said. They certainly have been, bolstered by newfound 
enthusiasm. 

13. Poile was riding down the elevator following last Thursday’s 3-2 
shootout loss in Edmonton, when a scout reminded him Tanner Jeannot 
had one goal in the WHL at age 17. “Talk about determination. He was 
madder than a hornet when we sent him to the ECHL, but we just wanted 
him to play more. Think about it: everyone’s being drafted except for him 
and he stuck with it. Strong as a bull, learning day-by-day.” His line with 
Colton Sissons and Yakov Trenin drives opponents crazy, and drags the 
Predators into the fight if they start slowly. “Add Matt Benning and Mark 
Borowiecki, character guys who play hard every night. We lost our way, 
lost our identity. Now we have something.” 

14. But, as Poile mentioned, Nashville’s rise is led by its best: Vezina 
candidate Juuse Saros, Hart/Norris candidate Roman Josi, forwards Matt 
Duchene, Filip Forsberg, Mikael Granlund and Ryan Johansen. Duchene 
is on pace for 73 points, which would be the highest of his career. He’s 
playing 18:50 per night, by far his biggest total since he signed there. 
Johansen is on pace for 61, way ahead of where he was the last two 
seasons. He’s a different case -- playing 16:35, down 22 seconds from 
last season and lowest since he was 20. Only Andre Burakovsky, 
Anthony Duclair and Jordan Kyrou have more points in fewer average 
minutes than he does. 

Poile credited head coach John Hynes for distribution; there’s room for 
further work on whether or not this is eye test or data-related, but the GM 
pointed out Hynes -- hired two months before the first COVID shutdown -
- is finding sweet spots for players without having anything close to a 
normal season. “We were proud of what the last core accomplished here. 
They set a high goal of being better than just making the playoffs. This 
year, our first and only goal was to make the playoffs. If we are fortunate 
enough to do that, we will change our goal. But our goals were higher 
than that a few years ago, and we’d like to get back there.” 

15. Poile admitted he loves the buzz of the trade deadline, “but I like our 
team and don’t want to change too many things. We’re content where we 
are.” Forsberg and Duchene could both beat Viktor Arvidsson’s club-
record 34 goals (2018-19). Asked if he would keep an unsigned Forsberg 
past the deadline, the GM replied, “I don’t want to box myself in with an 
answer. It’s not my preference, but I’d never say never.” 

16. Finally, Poile on Granlund: “Our coaches were saying the other day, 
‘Nobody talks about him but he might be the most valuable player on our 
team.’” 

17. GM Bill Guerin on the Wild: “I like them on the ice, I like them off the 
ice. They say the hard things to each other. No BS.” He had that 
reputation as a player, someone who wasn’t afraid to say what needed to 
be said. “I was pretty honest, and others were honest with me. Doug 
Weight. Keith Tkachuk. A lot of guys in New Jersey. If you were on your 
own page there, you weren’t going to last.” 

He credited head coach Dean Evason with creating an environment 
where players have first crack at addressing things. “There are times I’ll 
see something on the bench from up top and ask what happened. Dean 
says, ‘They handled it.’ Or what did you say between the second and 
third period, and he’ll say, ‘I told (captain Jared) Spurgeon to handle it 
with the guys and he took care of it.’ They don’t baby each other. That is 
a true sense of being close, that they say the difficult things to each 
other.” 

18. Minnesota continued its run of signings by locking down Jordan 
Greenway to a three-year, $9M extension on Monday (there is an eight-
team no-trade in the final season). There are cap penalties starting next 
season due to the Zach Parise/Ryan Suter buyouts: $12.7 million in 
2022-23 and $14.7 million the following two years. “I don’t want things to 
wait until summer,” Guerin said. “We want to get guys slotted. I like our 
group and I’m very hesitant to break it up.” He did add there are no 
current negotiations with Kevin Fiala, who is arbitration eligible. 

19. The Central Division is full of talented and nasty teams. Those 
playoffs are going to be something. Minnesota fits right in. “If you want to 
play a skill game, we’ll play a skill game. If you want to go to the back 
alley, we’ll go to the back alley.” Guerin likes that his skill players (the 
Kirill Kaprizovs and Mats Zuccarellos) don’t shrink or shy away when the 
games get tough. 

“People say we need a number one centre, I don’t know,” he said. “Not 
everybody has one. We have players who can drive offence from the 
wing.” He told local media on Monday that Matt Boldy is staying for the 
rest of the year and Marco Rossi is not far away. So there’s more offence 
on the way, and Guerin’s on the Joel Eriksson Ek Selke hype train. As 
GM, he’s proven you can expect the unexpected, so not chasing a centre 
when we all thought he’d do it fits his profile. 

20. Guerin did answer one mystery: how does Evason have a tan 
wintering in Minnesota? “He plays 250 rounds of golf a year. It’s 
permanent.” 

21. The Kings flew from Pittsburgh to Detroit Sunday night after ending 
the Penguins’ eight-game points streak. As everyone watched their city 
brethren Rams defeat San Francisco in the NFC Championship game 
with dinner, GM Rob Blake and head coach Todd McLellan talked about 
“the feeling of winning games,” as Blake described it. 

“There is such a better feeling around the team when you win. We’re 3-0-
2 on this road trip and (Tuesday night in Detroit) is a game that means 
something.” By points percentage, Los Angeles is third in the Pacific, 
seventh in the west -- which is about to start a crazy month of makeups. 
Calgary and Edmonton play 11 and 12 times in February, with the Kings 
at eight, including 12 days off after Tuesday. They’re in the race. 

“After last season, our veterans made it clear they were restless, and so 
were we,” Blake said. One thing he brought up was expected goals 
versus actual goals. According to Natural Stat Trick, the Kings are 
second in the NHL in the former, but are 21st in goals-per-game. “We 
have an identity. We check.” (Hall of Famer Bob Gainey once said he 
knew a team was ready to win when it could check.) “It’s good when you 
can check, cause a turnover and create offence.” Once the scoring 
comes, Blake believes his team will really have something. 

22. The Kings knew some of their prospects had to make a difference if 
any jump was possible. “Our young defencemen stand out,” he said, 
mentioning Mikey Anderson, Tobias Bjornfot and Sean Durzi. It sure 
helps that Drew Doughty was motivated to have a great season. Even 
though he was injured for a while, his impact’s been enormous. 

“Sunday night at dinner, he makes sure to sit down with Durzi and 
(Arthur) Kaliyev,” Blake said. “He’s now like Matt Greene or Sean 
O’Donnell when Drew started out. Against the top teams and the top 
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players, you can see it -- he still has a ton of pride in defending. He 
wanted to be on the Olympic team and knows he might not get to be on 
the power play, (thinking) ‘that Cale Makar is a heck of a player, but I can 
shut down guys.’” 

23. Up front, Quinton Byfield is now on the roster after a broken ankle 
and COVID. They like where he’s slotted in behind Anze Kopitar and 
Phillip Danault. “The great thing is he’s now going to learn the details of 
the game at the NHL level,” the GM said. “Against the Penguins, he gets 
time versus Sidney Crosby in the third period. That’s when you 
understand things like centre-on-centre responsibilities when you lose a 
draw. You only get that playing in the NHL.” Blake also likes how 
Kaliyev’s blended in with Brendan Lemieux and Blake Lizotte. “It’s 
probably not where we thought he’d start, but this is working very well 
and he’s getting better every day. He’s on the second power play unit. 
But for us to be successful, we’re going to need him in our top six next 
year. We need his scoring to keep moving forward.” 

Remaining Time -2:17 

Rookie Report: Byfield, Perfetti break through with Kings, Jets 

24. Blake went out of his way to praise Alex Iafallo (“so reliable”). Adrian 
Kempe, now with Iafallo as Kopitar’s linemates, has 18 goals. Blake said 
Kempe, a late first-rounder in 2014, is a reminder how much patience 
you need with your young players. He likes Dustin Brown with Byfield “for 
security,” adding the two will meet during the Kings’ break to discuss the 
future. (That sentence can sound ominous, but Blake didn’t make it 
sound that way for the 37-year-old career King.) 

They have no desire to move Jonathan Quick. “We talked about this last 
season. If we trade him, we probably retain half, then go get someone to 
replace him. That would be really difficult. He’s still so competitive, and 
Cal Petersen hasn’t taken the reins yet. I know how it looks next year, 
with Cal’s extension we’re at $11M in goal, but with our entry-level 
contracts, we can handle that for one year. We’re comfortable doing it.” 

25. So, what are the Kings looking for? Left-shot D, preferentially with 
some size. They are strong now -- and for the future -- on the right with 
Doughty, Sean Walker (injured, unfortunately), Matt Roy, Durzi, 2021 
first-rounder Brandt Clarke, 2020 second-rounders Brock Faber and 
Helge Grans. When I mentioned that Arizona has a big lefty available, 
Blake pretended his phone wasn’t working (don’t want that tampering 
fine). He also mentioned “natural goal scoring.” He pointed to their Viktor 
Arvidsson deal, before adding “not as high a cost" (that was a second- 
and a third-rounder). But the Kings are in the race. 

26. Regarding Arizona: there are two big meetings upcoming. The first is 
Wednesday, to address how the Coyotes’ potential new arena could 
affect operations at Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport. For example, one of the 
issues is flight-path impacts. The second is Tempe City Council, 
scheduled for Feb. 10. Do they approve the arena plan? If so — and I’m 
getting mixed messages — then the Coyotes will try and close their deal 
to play at Arizona State until the new arena would be ready. 

While the arena is supposed to seat 5,000, that will drop if the Coyotes 
play there — with some estimates as low as 3,200. That’s due to things 
like media and infrastructure changes. Also, the student section seats are 
supposed to be benches. I don’t think you can sell that at the NHL level. 
The league and NHLPA are discussing the matter. I’m not sure the 
players’ association can “block” such a move, but there’s wide 
recognition players aren’t happy. One said, “This isn’t the OHL,” and 
another wondered if a top draft pick would ever balk at starting their 
career in such a situation. 

The last information I could get (from December), the Coyotes were 31st 
in average net revenue per game — approximately $525,000 — down 
eight per cent from last season. (Buffalo is last.) In theory, the Coyotes 
could raise prices, but is there enough demand for that to work? One 
thing about Commissioner Gary Bettman: he generally keeps his owners 
in line. But make no mistake, the owners who pay revenue sharing into 
the pool won’t like this and won’t want to support it. 

27. Disappointed about not going to All-Star. Love the event, and, of 
course, love Las Vegas. The NHL announced this week two skills 
competitions outside of T-Mobile Arena, one in the Bellagio fountain, the 
other on the strip itself. The latter is tricky, because you’ve got to get in 

and get out. You can’t jam up the strip for days. How hard is it to get 
approval? 

“It’s not easy,” said Steve Mayer, the NHL’s Chief Content Officer. “They 
need every inch: How are you going to do it? How tall things are, how 
small things are, where are the barricades? What are the lanes? How are 
you going to divert traffic? What is your plan? Are you working with the 
police? Are you working with the hotels that are in the surrounding area? 
I could go on and on, there is a checklist of hundreds of things you have 
to do.” 

It’s important, as Mayer says, that when you’re in Vegas, you have to do 
things that are unique to Vegas. He said he brainstormed having players 
shoot pucks off the Stratosphere (while wearing a harness), but the 
NHL’s hockey people told him, “That’s way too dangerous. And it is.” 
Hey, you don’t know if you don’t ask. One other initiative from All-Star I 
wanted to mention: the league is doing a “soft-launch” for a ball-hockey 
program led by Andrew Ference, the NHL’s director of Social Impact, 
Growth and Legislative Affairs. Get people to play hockey even if not on 
ice. 

28. Mayer is hopeful the March 13 Heritage Classic in Hamilton 
(Toronto/Buffalo) will go as scheduled. It’s the day before full capacity is 
supposed to return in Ontario. “Nothing these days is 100 per cent,” he 
said. “Things can change. We haven’t received official word…but we are 
confident based on the current environment we will have that game 
played with 100 per cent (capacity).” 

29. There will be no Heritage Classic next season, but there will be a 
Winter Classic and one Stadium Series game. It won’t happen for next 
year, but Mayer said the league, in conjunction with its US television 
partners, is considering some different dates for these games. Florida 
hockey fans have wondered about an outdoor game in that state, but 
Mayer confirmed that humidity is too much of a risk. In fact, he said the 
league considered setting up the ice in a bubble, “but even when you 
take off the bubble, you have to pray for the perfect day.” Another Lake 
Tahoe-style game appears unlikely, and I’ve heard that Bettman feels 
there must be fans at these unique events — especially post-COVID. 

30. Post-Olympic name to watch for NHL front-office work: Hockey 
Canada director of operations Gina Kingsbury. 

31. I never worked for Ralph Mellanby, who died last weekend at age 87. 
He was the executive producer of Hockey Night in Canada well before I 
arrived in 2003 and a hugely influential television executive. But I’m 
surrounded by people who owed their careers to him. If they smiled 
about one thing on the date he passed, it’s that it was a Saturday. 
Seemed fitting, because he revolutionized that night in Canadians’ lives. 

32. While walking around Gillette Stadium in the days before the 2016 
Winter Classic, I wandered over to the Patriots’ practice field. Coming 
right toward me was Tom Brady, and that’s when I realized television did 
not do justice to the size of him. I didn’t think there was any way anyone 
would ever move Joe Montana from the top of my lifetime quarterback 
rankings, but Brady did it. 

Everything about him: his preparation, what he demands from himself, 
the hunger that no success is enough, the immediate franchise change 
he brought to Tampa Bay. In his excellent book “The Dynasty,” author 
Jeff Benedict talks about Super Bowl LI, the famous comeback against 
Atlanta. When the Patriots were down 28-3, owner Robert Kraft turned to 
his son, Jonathan, and said, “Do you think we can still win?” Jonathan 
replied, “Possible, not probable.” When it was 28-20, Jonathan said, 
“Probable.” As Brady led the tying drive in regulation, running back 
LeGarrette Blount turned to teammate Dion Lewis and said, “We got Tom 
Brady. We get into OT, it’s over with.” It sure was. Absolutely loved 
watching him. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jack Campbell, Maple Leafs pass Keefe’s test with flying 
colours 
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Luke Fox 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs were riding the high Monday night from a 
second consecutive third-period comeback victory when head coach 
Sheldon Keefe strolled into the dressing room with some quick 
congratulations and an immediate challenge. 

"We got one game to take care of here," Keefe addressed the group, 
before they hopped a late-night jet to New Jersey for the back half of 
their home-and-home set. 

"We know we're still looking to put together a complete effort. We haven't 
done it here for quite a while. Might as well start off the second half of the 
season, Game 42, by doing that just before the break." 

If Keefe were the teacher handing out one final pop quiz before Reading 
Week, his Maple Leafs were a class full of prized pupils acing that sucker 
with time to spare, snatching their knapsacks, and beelining it to the 
beach. (Or, in the case of all-stars Auston Matthews and Jack Campbell, 
the desert.) 

Toronto dusted the Devils 7-1 - easy, like dirt off your shoulder. 

The canyon separating the Cup-contending Leafs and the lottery-
loitering, goalie-deprived Devils was so evident Tuesday that a young 
boy looked at the score bug on the television during the second period 
and asked: “Isn’t it just bullying at this point, Dad?” 

Since a disengaged Leafs group dug itself a 4-2 deficit through two 
periods Monday, it erupted for 10 — yes, 10 — unanswered goals 
against the same foe. 

Uncle already. 

“Because you're playing the same opponent for the second time here in 
back-to-back nights, we were trying to have some continuation of the 
third period from the [Monday] night in terms of taking the will away a 
little bit of your opponent,” Keefe said. 

“All four lines just relentless on the puck at both ends, and Soupy came 
up big when he had to,” Matthews added. “It's just a testament to our 
resiliency and just making sure that we get the job done for a full 60 
minutes.” 

For as hard as us critics try to hover a magnifying glass over the local 
heroes’ weaknesses and amplify their poor efforts, it’s worth zooming out 
and considering what these players have accomplished in the two weeks 
since their “soft and purposeless” loss to the Rangers — the closest thing 
resembling mild controversy in this predominantly cruise-control regular 
season. 

By embarrassing New Jersey on its own sheet and summoning the boo 
birds at Prudential Center, the Maple Leafs extended their win streak to 
five games. Over this span, they have doubled their opposition by a total 
score of 26-13. 

This is without dressing their best defender, Jake Muzzin, who is nursing 
a concussion. On the back of the most uneven fortnight of goaltending 
they’ve received all season. 

“Tonight, I think, was a prime example of us just being at our best,” Mitch 
Marner evaluated. 

Marner is playing as fun and dangerous as Johnny Knoxville drunk with 
the safety off. He scored twice Tuesday, to extend his career-best goal 
streak to seven — a run that ties linemate Matthews for the longest on 
the team this year. 

“He's so deceptive. So, he when he's got the puck, I think a lot of people 
kind of anticipate him passing it,” Matthews said of his wingman. “I mean, 
you've seen it the last couple games, him being able to beat the 
goaltender clean. He's got a great shot. It might need to get a little more 
juice on it, but he's definitely really accurate.” 

Hanging four goals in 48 hours on Jersey, Matthews himself has leapt 
right back in the Rocket race with 29 goals. 

Michael Bunting and Pierre Engvall have already set career highs in 
goals and points, respectively. 

David Kämpf has quintupled his goal output from last season, and Ilya 
Mikheyev tied his (seven) in a dozen games played. 

The team is scoring just for kicks at this point, and evidently having a 
hoot doing it: 

“That is about as good as we could ask the game to go,” Keefe said. 
“You take control early. You build a big lead. You can use your bench 
and play your top guys less and play your depth guys more. You're 
comfortable, and you just kind of ride out the clock into the break.” 

Campbell bounces back 

Keefe and Campbell made each other look brilliant Tuesday. 

Faced with the first meaningful starting goalie decision of the season, the 
head coach smartly went with the cold hand. 

Brilliant before Christmas, the self-critical Campbell had posted a dismal 
.853 save percentage in a six-game January run that hit its low point 
Monday, when he spotted New Jersey three goals in the game’s opening 
nine minutes. 

“It's not like I was beating myself up like the old days, but there were 
obviously a few starts recently that I just didn't like, and no excuses about 
it,” said Campbell, following a tidy, 31-save bounce-back win. “It’s 
important. It’s a humbling game.” 

This start was originally earmarked for Petr Mrazek. But after the backup 
salvaged a W Monday, Keefe elected to give Campbell another shot, 
allowing him to wash the sour taste from his mouth before heading to 
Vegas. 

Campbell was hoping to play but allowed that “Petr deserved to play 
tonight” and left the decision to Keefe. 

“I'm grateful Coach put me back in and gave me the chance to move on 
past that game last night,” Campbell said. 

“When I found that I was playing today, it felt like a playoff game. I was 
ready to go and just excited to get out there and compete with the guys.” 

Composed and controlled, Campbell made stellar stops on a couple of 
early defensive breakdowns that allowed his skaters to seize the night 
and break the weaker team’s will. 

“Outstanding” is the word Keefe used. 

“In a game like this, where we score so much, you tend to overlook the 
goaltending part of it. That’s the Jack that’s played, really, all season for 
us like that,” Keefe raved. 

“I love the way that he battled and responded tonight. Frankly, not a 
surprise — because he's a guy that is a competitor. He wanted to get 
back in the net here tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames gain some serious mojo with monumental 
'Dismantling in Dallas' 

 

Eric Francis 

 

There are wins, and then there are, well, we’ll let Kirk Muller tell ya. 

“I think someone said, ‘the only thing better than a win is a comeback 
win,'” said the Calgary Flames’ associate coach Tuesday night. “We don’t 
have a lot of those this year.” 

In fact, they had none. 

Entering the second-last game before their All-Star break, the Flames 
had posted an 0-9-1 record when trailing after two periods. 
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Then came the Dismantling in Dallas – a come-from-behind victory that 
could end up proving so monumental this season it’s deserving of a 
name. 

Down 3-1 with less than five minutes to play, the Flames scored three 
goals in a 3:37 span to claim a rare victory at American Airlines Centre. 

The capper came courtesy of Oliver Kylington who jumped from the 
penalty box into a 3-on-2 rush with Rasmus Andersson and that saw the 
trio exchange a remarkable five passes from the blue line in before the 
breakthrough defenceman put the Flames up 4-3 with a finish past a 
thoroughly confused Jake Oettinger. 

Think Harlem Globetrotters on ice. 

It started with Andersson behind the Flames net, moved up the Flames 
half wall to Johnny Gaudreau who fed Elias Lindholm at the Flames blue 
line. He threw it up to Kylington before the puck went back to Lindholm, 
over to Kylington, back to Andersson and finally to Kylington for the 
finish. 

Asked what was going through his head on the bench as they played hot 
potato before sniping the winner with 1:47 left, Andrew Mangiapane was 
frank. 

“'Somebody shoot the puck,’” he smiled. “I think there was, whatever, six 
passes going back and fourth. 

“It was a pretty play, but I think on the bench we just wanted somebody 
to finally shoot the puck. I’m happy it worked out. Great goal.” 

Great win for a club that has now managed to piece together wins in 
three of its last four, with one game left in Arizona Wednesday before the 
break. 

Kylington finishes off great Flames passing play to complete comeback 

This club has one last chance to build some serious mojo before heading 
into a second half that promises to be a whirlwind. 

“Finding ways to win is important, especially this time of the season and 
from now to the end of the season,” said Muller. “Again, building on that 
last game (a 1-0 overtime win against Vancouver), that was really on the 
players to grab it and say, ‘we have to find a way to get points before the 
All-Star break.’ 

“Dallas took points from us last time and we had to get them this time. 

“We’ve got to stay the course and play to our identity. It was a big win for 
our group.” 

It was a win few could have seen coming after 40 minutes of seeing the 
Stars break out of their zone without having to fight through the relentless 
forecheck the Flames see as their calling card. 

Cue an interesting coaching maneuver. 

Just days after saying he had never even considered playing Dan Vladar 
on the most recent back-to-backs due to his three straight losses and 
Jacob Markstrom’s light workload, suddenly the backup was thrust into 
the mix to start the third. 

Saving all five shots he faced, including a clutch pad save on a Joe 
Pavelski redirect with 48 seconds remaining, Vladar helped spark the 
victory. 

“Sometimes you’ve got to give the guys a bit of a message,” explained 
Muller, who spoke on Sutter’s behalf after the game. “It was a good move 
by Darryl. It had nothing to do with (Markstrom). 

We had back-to-backs. It’s like, ‘hey, we’ve got a new guy coming in and 
you better play hard for him. It was a good call.” 

You can bet Vladar will get that call again Wednesday in the desert. 
Mangiapane got the comeback started with his 20th late in the third, 
before Johnny Gaudreau’s 18th tied it 37 seconds later. 

Three minutes elapsed between that point and Kylington’s winner, with a 
Kylington penalty sandwiched in between. 

“Ya, I was praying there in the penalty box,” he laughed when asked of 
his emotional roller coaster. “My heart rate was pretty high out there. I 
was just hoping we’d get the kill.” 

What followed was, well, a shockingly brilliant passing display that saw 
Andersson put his head down and race 180 feet up ice to set up. 

“I wasn’t thinking much - I thought everyone who was touching the puck 
made a great play,” added Kylington, whose fifth goal was his first game-
winner of the year. “We said going into the third, ‘we have a good group 
of guys and we believe in each other. I thought we showed a lot of 
character in the third and (then) we dominated the game. 

"I was just happy to see the puck in the net.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks end successful road trip on sour note with loss to 
Predators 

 

Iain MacIntyre February 2, 2022, 12:59 AM 

 

It was a winning road trip but a losing night and, considering the 
Vancouver Canucks’ ongoing urgent need for points, it was difficult to tell 
Tuesday which of those two facts was more important. 

Finishing off a four-game trip with the chance to take seven out of eight 
points, the Canucks were beaten 4-2 by the Nashville Predators in their 
final game before the National Hockey League All-Star break. 

The Canucks played hard, were a little unlucky and ultimately ran short of 
energy at the end as they played their second game in 24 hours and for 
the fourth time in six nights. It was also Vancouver’s 13th road game in 
its last 16 contests. 

The team flew home overnight with a 2-1-1 record on the trip. Big picture, 
that’s a win. 

But Tuesday still felt a little like an opportunity lost as the Canucks -- who 
will be playing catch up in the standings for the rest of the season -- 
failed to bank points that were unlikely but still very available. 

“You're never feeling good when you lose,” coach Bruce Boudreau told 
reporters. “But you look overall, four games on the road and we're 2-1-1, 
most teams in this league would accept that and would take it as a 
victory. You never take it as a victory when the last game is the loss 
because we all hate to lose. But when I wake up in two days, I'm going to 
say: 'You know what? They gave it everything they had.’” 

After beating the Chicago Blackhawks 3-1 on Monday, the Canucks got 
through the first period in Nashville tied 2-2 and then outshot the 
Predators 14-5 in the second period. But Nashville scored the only goal 
of the middle frame when Filip Forsberg beautifully tipped Roman Josi’s 
power-play point shot past Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko to put the 
Predators ahead at 3:12. 

Tanner Jeannot made it 4-2 at 1:28 of the third period when the rebound 
from Mattias Ekholm’s shot caromed to his feet directly in front of the 
goal. 

There was no surge from the Canucks after that, even with a power play 
that started at 5:34 when Dante Fabbro slashed Miller. 

The 0-for-2 Canucks power play was blanked for the fourth time in five 
games. 

“You're not always going to score on the power play, (but) it's just 
creating momentum as well and taking over games somehow,” 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “So it's not always about 
scoring goals. But I feel like we haven't been able to create enough on 
the power play, and I think we're trying to keep it a little bit too cute out 
there instead of taking it to net.” 
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Forsberg finished with a pair of goals and could have had more. He had 
help driving the attack from top centre Ryan Johansen as the best 
Predators had far more impact than the top Canucks forwards. 

Vancouver’s goals were scored by checking winger Matthew Highmore 
and Ekman-Larsson, while the Canucks quartet of Brock Boeser, Elias 
Pettersson, J.T. Miller and Conor Garland combined for four shots on net 
and a single assist by Boeser. 

The other top-six forwards, Bo Horvat and Tanner Pearson, combined for 
10 shots. 

“I like to think that at some point that we get a little more production out of 
them,” Boudreau said. “If we're counting how did we fare just based on 
goals and assists, then obviously we weren't as good as we'd like to be. 
But I mean, as far as want and will and wanting to try... I can't ask for a 
lot more than what they had. That was four games in six nights in four 
different cities, with a lot of travel, and we played a pretty good team 
(tonight) that was rested. I'm giving them the benefit of the doubt. They 
were pretty fatigued, but they never quit, so that makes you feel a little bit 
better.” 

Canucks Hour 

Jamie Dodd and Thomas Drance dive deep on the issues that matter for 
any die-hard Canucks fan, bringing comprehensive coverage and 
exclusive interviews. 

After a week off, the Canucks open a seven-game stretch that includes 
six home games. The dismal Arizona Coyotes visit Rogers Arena on 
Tuesday. 

Monday’s win was Boudreau’s 20th game in charge, and the team is 12-
4-4 under him. The Canucks need to maintain that .700 winning 
percentage -- or something very near it -- until the end of the season to 
make the Stanley Cup playoffs after starting 8-15-2 under previous coach 
Travis Green. 

That’s why Tuesday felt like an opportunity missed. A 2-1-1 road trip is 
good, but good isn’t going to be good enough for the Canucks. 

“Yeah, it's a little bittersweet,” Highmore said of the trip. “We wanted that 
one tonight. But stuff's going to happen; it's just how we respond. So 
we're going to get a good break and come back and go right back at it. 
We’re going to get some home cooking here when we come back, so 
we’ll look forward to that.” 

A HOAGIE TO GO: While rookie Vasily Podkolzin got back into the 
lineup after being healthy-scratched by Boudreau in Chicago, sophomore 
Nils Hoglander took a turn in the press box in Nashville. It was the first 
time since he burst upon the NHL and made the Canucks at the start of 
last season that the 21-year-old has missed a game. 

“I wanted both of them to miss one game,” Boudreau explained. “They 
hadn't missed a game at all. And that was the theme behind it. I thought 
the veterans would be better suited for this game.” 

Boudreau said on Monday he wanted Podkolzin to take a step back and 
learn from just watching a game, and the same reasoning applied to 
Hoglander. 

Podkolzin had two shots and two hits in 12:15 of ice time and looked fully 
engaged in what was a physical game. 
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TSN.CA / 'Easy decision' for Keefe to go back to struggling Campbell 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a media availability at the Prudential Center in Newark, N.J., on 
Tuesday afternoon ahead of tonight’s rematch against the Devils. 

A night after he allowed three goals on nine shots and was pulled in the 
first period, Jack Campbell will get a second shot at the New Jersey 
Devils.  

"It's a great opportunity for him to get right back in there and an 
opportunity for our team to do a better job in front of him," said head 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "It was a pretty easy decision." 

Campbell, who will play in his first All-Star Game later this week, is 
struggling to find his form after a strong start to the season. He has a 
save percentage of .853 in his last six games dating back to Jan. 8.  

"He's in a good place," Keefe said. "Obviously, he's set a high standard 
for himself and has high expectations. He's met those expectations 
throughout this season so any time there's a dip there you want to get 
back on track and get back to it. That's part of why we're putting him back 
in the net tonight. He's ready to go. He's in the right mindset. I'm less 
focused on Jack and more focused on our team. We got to do a better 
job in front of him and defend a lot better."  

Petr Mrazek stopped 19 of 20 shots in relief on Monday night as the 
Leafs rallied for a 6-4 win at home.  

--- 

Tuesday will be Toronto's final game before the All-Star break. Keefe 
politely declined to answer a question about expectations for the second 
half of the season, because he wanted to keep the focus on the task at 
hand and tonight's game.  

In addressing the players after the win on Monday night in Toronto, 
Keefe challenged the group to produce a better all-around performance 
in the rematch against New Jersey.  

"We got one game to take care of here," Keefe said in the dressing room. 
"We know we're still looking to put together a complete effort. We haven't 
done it here for quite a while. Might as well start off the second half of the 
season – Game 42 – by doing that just before the break." 

Despite winning consistently, the Leafs haven't been playing consistently. 
During recent games in Colorado, Vegas, St. Louis and New York, the 
team started well, but then faded down the stretch. In the most recent 
games against Detroit and New Jersey, Toronto has come out slow and 
needed to rally.  

"We've been a little bit inconsistent with even what our issues have 
been," Keefe noted. "But the thing that has been great and that shines 
through in the moments like when you're down is the character of our 
team to stay with it and keep going and keep playing." 

Toronto has allowed the first goal in each of its last three games, 
matching its longest streak of the season. 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 1, 2022 

Mitch Marner has scored in all six games since returning from the COVID 
protocol.  

"I'm getting into spots and I'm not afraid to shoot it," he said of the 
personal-best streak. "Before maybe I'd hold onto it for an extra second 
and try and find another play or something else, but right now I'm just 
trying, when it touches my stick, [to] one-time it or grip it and rip it." 

If he gets on the board again tonight, Marner will match Auston Matthews 
for the longest goal streak by a Leaf this season.  

"He's just playing free," observed Matthews. "He's playing off instinct out 
there and it's fun to watch. I mean, he's obviously an amazing player and 
he's a lot of fun to play with. I just think when he's out there and flowing 
like that it's a treat to watch." 

Marner has continued to set up goals as well with six assists in the last 
six games, including two on Monday night.  

"He has confidence offensively in and around the net," noted Keefe. "He 
is a guy who has the puck a lot. We know he is a facilitator who 
distributes to others, but he is finding ways to get pucks in really good 
places for himself and making good on it. It is huge for him and huge for 
us. It is great to see him put together a streak like this. It is what he has 
the capability of doing: getting hot and scoring big goals for us." 
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Per the Elias Sports Bureau, Matthews and Marner are the first pair of 
Leafs to have a six-or-more-game goal streaks in the same season since 
1993-94, when both Wendel Clark (seven games) and Dave Andreychuk 
(seven games) did that. 

Keefe said the Leafs will not be making any lineup changes tonight. 
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TSN.CA / Former Canadiens star Backstrom had CTE, researcher says 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Ralph Backstrom, who won six Stanley Cup championships with the 
Montreal Canadiens during a 17-year NHL career, had a severe form of 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), a degenerative brain disease 
that has been discovered in athletes, military veterans, and others with a 
history of repeated hits to the head. 

Backstrom’s wife, Janet, confirmed his posthumous diagnosis. 
Backstrom died Feb. 7, 2021, at the age of 83 in his home in Windsor, 
Colo. 

After donating his brain to researchers at Boston University, Backstrom’s 
family was contacted in October with exam results showing he had stage 
3 CTE. (There are four stages.) 

“Ralph would have been proud of this research to know that even after 
he died, he could be helping others by increasing our knowledge about 
CTE," Janet Backstrom said in an interview with TSN. "This is now part 
of Ralph's legacy." 

A copy of Backstrom’s two-page neuropathology report documents that 
he also suffered from Lewy body disease. People with Lewy body often 
suffer from short-term memory loss associated with Alzheimer’s and can 
struggle to navigate complex tasks like grocery shopping. 

Backstrom’s posthumous diagnosis of CTE is noteworthy because he 
was known as a scorer and playmaker, not as a particularly belligerent 
player. His career high for penalty minutes in a season was 51. 

Researchers believe CTE not only comes from concussions that might 
be suffered during a fight on the ice, but also from the repeated blows to 
the head and jarring body checks that occur routinely during a game. 

“This is significant because it draws attention to the fact that former 
players who were known as skill players are being diagnosed with CTE,” 
said Chris Nowinski, the co-founder and chief executive of the 
Concussion Legacy Foundation. “This goes beyond fighters and big 
hitters.” 

CTE can only be diagnosed posthumously. The degenerative brain 
disease is linked to symptoms like personality changes, memory loss and 
impulsive outbursts. 

Janet Backstrom said her family was unanimous in its support to donate 
Ralph’s brain to Boston University researchers. 

“The news Ralph had CTE helps us understand why he was suffering the 
way he was with his memory function,” Janet said. “It was devastating on 
him." 

Janet said she married Ralph in 1985. He was working at the time as a 
coach for The University of Denver. 

"Ralph made me so happy, he made me laugh every day," Janet said. 
“He didn’t like to talk a lot about the hits that he took playing in the NHL. I 
remember him going to the doctor to have some sinus work done and the 
doctor asked him how many times he had his nose broken. Ralph 
answered, ‘Oh, maybe once.’ The doctor laughed and said, ‘No way. 
You’ve had your nose broken at least 16 times.’” 

Backstrom, who won the Calder Trophy as NHL Rookie of the Year in 
1959, recorded five 20-goal seasons with the Canadiens and two more 
with the Los Angeles Kings. 

He played in six NHL and four WHA All-Star Games, helped the 
Canadiens capture the Stanley Cup in back-to-back seasons on three 
different occasions, and played in a combined 1,336 career regular-
season games in the NHL and World Hockey Association, collecting 378 
goals and 514 assists. 

Apart from his contribution to Montreal’s Stanley Cups, Backstrom’s 
impact on the Original Six franchise was felt long after Canadiens 
general manager Sam Pollock traded him to Los Angeles on Jan. 26, 
1971. 

Pollock had previously acquired the California Golden Seals’ first pick in 
the 1971 draft and the deal with L.A. was intended to ensure California 
finished last overall, so Montreal would have the right to pick first and 
choose one of Guy Lafleur or Marcel Dionne. 

Pollock’s strategy worked. Backstrom scored 14 goals and added 13 
assists in 33 games with the Kings, who went from last place to fifth in 
the NHL’s West Division, passing California in the process. 

Montreal selected Lafleur, whose Hall of Fame career with the 
Canadiens included five Stanley Cups. 

Of the 14 former NHL players whose brains have been studied by 
researchers, 13 have been found to have had CTE. 

NHL players diagnosed with CTE include Stan Mikita, Steve Montador, 
Todd Ewen, and Bob Probert. Four-time First or Second Team All-Star 
Rick Martin, a non-enforcer who had five seasons of 40-plus goals with 
the Buffalo Sabres, also tested positive for CTE. One-time Toronto Maple 
Leaf Kurt Walker is the only former NHL player who tested negative. 

Nowinski said BU researchers are currently studying the brains of several 
other former NHL players. An NHL spokesman did not respond to a 
request for comment. 

Nowinski said there have been advances in the science around CTE in 
recent years and “if the science breaks right, hopefully we’re five years 
from being able to diagnose the disease in living people.” 

Once that happens, researchers would be able to begin medical trials to 
learn whether certain drugs are effective at slowing or stopping the 
damage caused by CTE. 

Nowinski said he’s observed a stark difference in the approach taken by 
the National Football League and NHL when it comes to the science of 
CTE. 

“The NFL acknowledges that playing football causes CTE and the NHL 
does not acknowledge that playing hockey causes CTE even though it’s 
very clear that it does,” he said. “It’s an absurd denial. I wonder if the 
NHL’s refusal has slowed down the engagement of hockey players on 
this issue. That said, I’m having conversations with leaders in the hockey 
community, and I hope this is the year more hockey people will come to 
the table on this.” 

Boston University is home to the largest brain bank in the U.S. devoted to 
researching CTE. The school’s CTE Center has now collected 1,250 
donated brains and is receiving three to five new brain donations every 
week, Dr. Ann McKee, a neuropathologist and the CTE Center’s director, 
said in an interview. 

For the past several years, BU researchers have requested families to 
donate the eyes and spinal columns as well as brains of their loved ones. 

Spinal columns are being used to study a possible link between CTE and 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, a degenerative nervous system disorder that causes the loss of 
muscle control. 

While Dr. McKee said she had hoped that donated eyes might be used to 
help identify CTE in the living because the eyes are connected to the 
brain, she said that specific research is “slower going.” 

Like Nowinski, Dr. McKee said she was disappointed that the NHL has 
not publicly acknowledged a link between playing hockey and long-term 
cognitive disorders. 
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“It’s avoidance that shows a lack of a humane response to former 
players, but it’s not unexpected,” Dr. McKee said. “The bottom line in 
sports is the most important thing for team owners. Acknowledging a link 
would open the league to more lawsuits and settlements with former 
players.” 

The NHL in November of 2018 announced an $18.9 million (U.S.) 
settlement with 318 former players who joined a lawsuit accusing the 
league of downplaying the long-term dangers of repeated brain trauma. 
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