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Can the Hurricanes win a Stanley Cup? After a torrid first half, here’s where they stand 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has said — 
more than few times — that the top goal this season is to be 
“the last team standing.” 

That is, the team holding up the Stanley Cup. Not just 
reaching the playoffs again, or making a nice run in the 
playoffs. Holding up the Cup and celebrating as the 
champions, as the Hurricanes did in 2006. The last team. 

Through the first 42 games, the Hurricanes have the look of 
a team that might be good enough. All the measurables are 
solid, including the most important: a 31-9-2 record, 64 
points and .762 points percentage. 

As Ottawa coach D.J. Smith recently put it, the Hurricanes 
are one of the league’s “top dogs.” New Jersey coach Lindy 
Ruff mentioned Carolina’s “dominating” special teams. 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said the Canes were the 
“fastest team in the NHL,” one that pressures all over the ice. 
Add in stellar goaltending from Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta, and it’s a pretty complete team. 

“There are so many attributes to that team that make them a 
Stanley Cup contender,” Senators captain Brady Tkachuk 
said. 

Can the Canes do it? Can they win the Cup? 

“I think so,” Canes defenseman Brett Pesce said. “It all goes 
back to belief. We all believe it. We think we can win. I think 
that’s half the battle. It’s about confidence.” 

Canes Stanley Cup Betting Odds 

DraftKings has Carolina +1300 and the sixth betting favorite 
to win the Stanley Cup behind the Colorado Avalanche 
(+475), Tampa Bay Lightning (+700), Florida Panthers 
(+700), Toronto Maple Leafs (+700) and Vegas Golden 
Knights (+800). 

BetOnLine odds have the Canes at 9/1. The Avs are favored 
at 17/4, followed by the Panthers 7/1 and Lightning 15/2, 
then the Canes and Vegas at 9/1. 

What Successes Need to Continue? 

Forward Jordan Martinook, recently asked about the team’s 
biggest strength in the first half of the season, summed it up 
with one word: consistency. 

New Jersey’s Ruff put it another way: “I think they know what 
they’re good at and how they play. They trust how they play 
and that doesn’t change.” 

The Canes are 16-4-1 at home this season and 15-5-1 on 
the road. They’ve averaged 3.48 goals a game, fifth in the 
league. Their penalty killing leads the NHL and they’re eighth 
on the power play. They rank high in many metrics: Corsi, 
Fenwick, goal differential, scoring-chance differential. 

“There are two ways to look at it,” Brind’Amour said. “You 
can state the obvious and look at stats and points and all that 
— or look at it, as I like to, as how you’re playing. We’ve 
played pretty good all year. We’ve had a couple of hiccups 
here or there but it hasn’t bled into a long stretch of it. We 
seem to bounce back when we have an off night.” 

It has been that consistency over the first 42 games that has 
been impressive to the head coach, whose effort was never 
questioned as a player and expects it from his team. 

“That’s what we pride ourselves on,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Every team says the same thing and we’re no different, but 
you’ve got to back it up. That’s been one of the things from 
day one, we want to make sure win or lose you can walk out 
and the people who paid the money to come watch you can 
say, ‘They gave you your money’s worth.’ And I feel like this 
group takes that to heart.” 

What Should the Hurricanes Alter? 

While it can be hard to spot weaknesses on a team that’s 31-
9-2, Pesce said there is an area that can be better. 

“I think the only thing is playing a full 60 minutes,” Pesce 
said. “Obviously we’re one of the better teams in the league 
record-wise and we have a lot of confidence in our group. 
Sometimes, we tend to get a little lackadaisical, whether to 
start the game or end the game. I think as the year gets on 
and with more playoff-like games you’re going to need to 
play a full 60 minutes every night.” 

The Canes are 21-1-1 when leading after two periods. They 
have allowed the opposing team to score the first goal 16 
times, but are 9-6-1 in those games. And they’re 12-4-2 in 
one-goal games. 

The playoffs can become a string of grueling one-goal 
games and lapses can be costly, as the Canes have learned 
— the hard way — the past three seasons. 

What Changes Can Help Playoff Prospects? 

Jordan Staal can’t buy a goal, it seems. The Canes captain 
is doing everything else to help his team — winning faceoffs, 
forechecking, killing penalties, taking on the toughest 
defensive matchups. In the Canes’ 2-1 victory Saturday over 
New Jersey, Staal had eight hits to tie his career high. 

But scoring? Staal has two goals this season, and the 
second one came Oct. 29 against Chicago. He has played 
his last 33 games without scoring, despite 54 shots. 

Staal had 16 goals in 53 games in the 2021 season, shooting 
15.5%, and his longest goal-less streak was 12 games. He 
had five goals and eight points in 11 playoff games. The 
Canes have gotten goals from a lot of players this season — 
15 have game-winners — but need more from the captain, 
and especially in the playoffs. 
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A lasting memory from the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs was 
Staal batting the puck into the net for an overtime winner in 
Game 5 of the Canes’ series with the Nashville Predators. 
He can come up big in big moments. 

What Could Hurt the Canes’ Chances? 

Andersen and Raanta have had injuries in the past and must 
stay healthy, regardless of their workloads. COVID-19 has 
made a run through much of the team, so that might not be 
as big a concern come the playoffs, but the specter of 
injuries is always a Cup contender’s biggest worry. You want 
everyone ready to go come the playoffs. 

Trade Math: Additions, Subtractions 

In 2006, the Canes obtained forward Doug Weight in a Jan. 
30 trade and forward Mark Recchi on March 9, and a good 
team got stronger. A few months later, it was the Stanley 
Cup champion, Weight and Recchi filling important roles. 

The Canes could look to do that again, possibly adding a 
winger and another defenseman before the NHL’s March 21 
trade deadline. Maybe they’ll add more thump to the lineup. 
Or a veteran guy. Owner Tom Dundon is not fond of 
“rentals,” but this year the Canes could go all in pursuing the 
Cup. 

Several names are being floated as trade possibilities in the 
NHL: Seattle defenseman Mark Giordano, Dallas 
defenseman John Klingberg, Vegas winger Reilly Smith, 
Arizona defenseman Jakob Chychrun and Montreal 

defenseman Ben Chiarot, among others. Cap limitations 
could cause some tough management decisions, for the 
Canes and other Cup hopefuls. 

Depending on what happens in the Beijing Olympics, another 
name could surface, and he’s a guy still aching to play: Eric 
Staal, the Canadian Olympic captain who once wore the “C” 
for Carolina and helped the Canes win the Cup. 

Some Team Superlatives 

First-half MVP: Frederik Andersen. All-Star goalie has 24 
wins. 

Unsung: Jesper Fast. The forward called “Quickie” does all 
the little things right. 

Surprising: Brady Skjei. Who knew the defenseman could 
turn into a sniper at times? OK, Pesce did predict it. 

Unexpected: Defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who came to the 
Canes with some personal baggage, has been steady, 
dependable, reliable. 

Contract-year pusher: Forward Nino Niederreiter, who has 
13 goals and four game-winners in 36 games. 

Best on-ice yapper: Vincent Trocheck. Who else? 

Best-dressed: Martin Necas. Just an educated guess but 
he’s a sharp Czech. 

Second-half MVP: If it’s Andersen again the Canes will be in 
great shape, but Andrei Svechnikov could be the guy. 
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Hurricanes midseason review: Analytics and roster deep dive shows a team ready to make a 
serious run at the Cup 

By Sara Civian 

It’s about halfway through the season, give or take 
depending on the team, and the Carolina Hurricanes have 
established themselves as one of the best teams in the NHL. 
They come into All-Star break atop the Metropolitan Division 
in points (64) and atop the Eastern Conference in points 
percentage (.762). 

Contributions have come from every part of the roster. Aside 
from Freddie Andersen and maybe Seth Jarvis, there don’t 
look like there will be many players in the conversation for 
individual awards — it’s part of the reason they haven’t been 
the talk of the town. 

But all that really matters come playoffs is how the team 
looks as a whole, right? In that regard, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour is happy with his 31-9-2 team at the break 
(even if he’s not quite thrilled about the whole Vegas thing). 

“We’re in pretty good shape,” he said. “There’s two ways to 
look at it: State the obvious and look at stats and points and 
all that — or I like to look at just how we’re playing. In 
general, if you’re asking me how I would assess it, we’ve 
played pretty well all year. We’ve had a few hiccups here and 
there, but it hasn’t bled into a long stretch. … We seem to 
bounce back when we do have an off night, and at the end of 
the day, we play hard every night. I appreciate that out of this 
group.” 

Let’s dive into the other way to look at it: the stats. 

Midseason numbers 

No Hurricanes skater ranks in the top five leaguewide in any 
of the usual stats, but the Canes are everywhere in terms of 
team play. 

For starters, they are No. 4 in the league with 64 points in 42 
games. The No. 3 Lightning (66 points) have played 46 
games. The 2 Avalanche (68 points) have played 44 games. 
And the No. 1 Panthers (69 points) have played 47. 

The Hurricanes have allowed the fewest goals per game with 
2.33 and are No. 5 in goals for per game (3.48). Their power 
play (25 percent) is tied for No. 8 in the league, and their 
famous penalty kill (currently operating at 89 percent) is of 
course No. 1. 

Digging deeper with Natural Stat Trick, the Hurricanes rank 
No. 2 in five-on-five Corsi For, at 55.20 percent. They’re No. 
3 in expected goals with 101.7, and fifth with 457 high-
danger chances. The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn gives 
them a 100 percent chance of making the playoffs, a 70 
percent chance of winning the Metro and projects them to 
finish with 114 points, which would be a franchise record. 

Folks, they’re good. 

One thing Dom accounts for in his model, and something I 
see you all bring up, though, is schedule strength. The 
Canes have had one of the “easiest” schedules in terms of 
opponents in the first half of the season, and it’s about to get 
way harder. The volume of games will be a bit bonkers, too. 
The Canes will play 40 games in 81 days after the break, 
including seven back-to-backs. 

They’ve struggled against some of the easier opponents so 
far this season but have tended to play their best against top 
opponents, so who knows. 

The balance should be an advantage in a condensed 
schedule. But I suppose you could argue for one guy’s 
outsized importance … 

Andersen’s net 

Don’t look now, but Andersen went from “controversial 
offseason signing” to “Vezina candidate” in the first half of 
the Hurricanes’ season. 

“Freddie has been important for us all season long. There’s a 
reason why he’s an All-Star goalie,” Nino Niederreiter said. 
“Every single night he keeps us in the game.” 

Andersen’s 24th win on Jan. 30 marked the most by a 
goaltender in NHL history through his first 30 appearances 
with a team. Interestingly, he appears on that list a second 
time, for his 22 wins in Anaheim. Can you take much away 
from stats like this? No, especially when we’re all waiting for 
the other foot to drop in the playoffs. But he’s undeniably 
been a big part of the success so far. 

Andersen has several stats that actually matter going for 
him. His 2.01 goals-against average ranks No. 2 in the 
league — second only to Ville Husso, who has played 15 
games to Andersen’s 30. His .929 save percentage is third, 
again behind Husso and Igor Shesterkin, who is having an 
incredible season for the Rangers. 

According to MoneyPuck, Andersen is second to Shesterkin 
in goals saved above expected with 22.4 and third in that stat 
per 60 minutes with .764. (You guessed it: Husso is No. 1.) 

Bouncing back 

Brind’Amour had a great point when he said the Canes’ 
hiccups are never more. They don’t spiral. 

The Canes’ longest losing streak was three games, and they 
only did that once and followed it with a four-game win streak 
on the road. After that, they’ve only lost two games in a row 
twice. Ian Cole was speaking broadly at the beginning of the 
season when he said that good teams don’t lose two or three 
games in a row, but it’s pretty much the definition of the first 
half. 

As we said, this will get harder as competition gets harder, 
but so far, so good. 
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Offense 

The Canes have gotten contributions from all over the place. 
Sebastian Aho (19 goals and 45 points in 39 games), Andrei 
Svechnikov (16 and 38 in 39), Tony DeAngelo (seven and 33 
in 35) and Teuvo Teravainen (11 and 32 in 39) are all 
hovering around a point per game. Five Hurricanes have at 
least 10 goals and 13 have at least six — and nine have at 
least 20 points. 

I wanted to compare that to a few other high-octane offenses 
around the league, just for funsies. It’s an interesting debate 
with no right or wrong answer: Would you rather have a 
bunch of guys contributing or a few guys who you can count 
on to consistently score? The short answer is if you want to 
win the Stanley Cup you need both. 

You need to remember that the Panthers have played almost 
10 more games than the Hurricanes, but they’ve got four 
guys tearing it up with at least 40 points, two 20-goal scorers 
and seven guys with at least 10 goals. They have it all when 
it comes to offense. 

Then you’ve got a team with no stars like the Avalanche — 
just kidding. They’ve got five guys with at least 40 points, one 
20-goal scorer and seven guys with at least 10 goals. There 
is more of a drop-off here, though, so they’ll be reliant on 
their stars’ health in the playoffs. The Lightning are sort of 
the same: one 20-goal scorer, three guys with at least 40 
points, seven guys with at least 10 goals then more of a 
drop-off (granted: this doesn’t include Nikita Kucherov, who’s 
only played 11 games and has 17 points). 

All of this is to say these teams are neck and neck, but if the 
Hurricanes’ current big four turn it up a notch in the second 
half, the rest of the league should be terrified. 

Defense 

To open our conversation about the Hurricanes’ defense at 
the midseason mark, we’ll go to our roving correspondent 
Brett Pesce. 

“I think we’ve been solid as a whole,” he said. “I think the 
guys we brought in have been unbelievable for us, and it 
really just solidifies our group. We truly have seven NHL 
defensemen, and I think that’s kind of what you need to 
advance in the playoffs and go for a long run.” 

The Hurricanes pairings have looked like this: 

Jaccob Slavin – Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei – Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole – Ethan Bear/Brendan Smith 

As we’ve already seen this season, between Bear and 
Smith, it’s great to have options — not just for when players 
are hurt, but for when one player might need a little extra 
motivation or to take a little step back and think about his 
game. I do worry about rust if Smith were to jump in the 
lineup at some point during the playoffs. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, Skjei and Pesce boast the 
eighth highest Corsi among all defensive pairings that have 
logged at least 400 minutes. That stability has been 
important. Slavin continues to be Slavin (with a bit of an 
offensive flair), and DeAngelo has made a seamless 
transition fitting into this Hurricanes team with his scoring 
and skating talent. 

Special teams 

Brind’Amour often cites great special teams as a Cup 
contender characteristic, and the lack of that extra oomph 
has burnt the Hurricanes in past runs. 

They have, quite frankly, one of the best, most aggressive 
and most consistent penalty kills I’ve ever seen live. It’s first 
in the league in kill rate, and the killers aren’t just sitting back 
playing low-risk defense. Brind’Amour puts the stars out 
there, and often they get more short-handed chances than 
the other team gets power-play chances. 

This is important because, uh, they happen to be 
shorthanded a lot. 

“We’ve always been this way; it’s just once you get more 
comfortable at doing something, it looks better,” Brind’Amour 
said. “How did we come to putting (guys like Aho, 
Teravainen and Martin Necas) on the kill? I can’t even 
remember. Something happened — maybe we were down a 
guy or there was an injury, and we said, ‘Let’s get these guys 
out there.’ Really, the thought process is: Your best players 
know how to play the power play, (so) they’ll be good penalty 
killers, too, because they’ll know where the puck’s supposed 
to go. I just feel like you might as well have those guys out 
there if they’re good to do it. Obviously, those guys are.” 

Speaking of the power play, the Canes have been pretty 
consistent lately. I do think it’s harder to evaluate how the 
power play ebbs and flows will unfold in the playoffs, but just 
like many of the questions we had about this team at the 
beginning of the season, the answer 42 games in is: 
Everything looks primed for a postseason run. 

The Canes have proved they have the tools for one. Now 
we’ll wait and see how well they use them.
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All-Star Profile: Frederik Andersen 

The first-year Hurricane has burst onto the scene in Raleigh 
by making a strong case to be the team's first half MVP 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Much was made during the 2021 off-season 
regarding the Carolina Hurricanes decisions regarding their 
goaltending group. 

A star of the month, star of the week and All-Star nomination 
later, Frederik Andersen has put most of those questions to 
bed. 

In addition to his league-wide recognition, the 32-year-old 
Dane has made history along the way as well, becoming the 
first goaltender in league history to win 24 of his first 30 
outings with a team. Those 24 wins? Tied for second in the 
league, only behind Andrei Vasilevskiy of Tampa, who has 
played six more games than Andersen. 

His .929 save percentage (SV%)? Also second in the league. 

Although more commonly viewed as a team statistic, his 2.01 
goals against average (GAA) through the first half of the year 
is tops among all. 

Speaking of team statistics, they say your goaltender needs 
to be your best penalty killer, right? The Canes have been 
shorthanded more than 29 of the NHL's 32 teams and yet 
their penalty kill ranks number one. How? A big thank you to 
Andersen, who has a .969 SV% when his team is down a 
man. 

At this present moment, he has one loss since the calendar 
turned to December. 

Impressive. Outstanding. Fantastic. There are a variety of 
positive adjectives that could be used to describe the start to 
Andersen's season. 

The Evidence: 

I Don't Ask For Much... 

The man known as "Freddie" has just six losses this year 
and in examining each of them, it's almost impossible to peg 
any of them on him. 

 November 6 @ Florida: The Canes allowed three 
first period power play goals. They provided two 
goals of support in total. 

 November 12 vs. Philadelphia: Andersen is only 
beat twice, is provided with just one goal of support. 

 November 24 @ Seattle: Andersen is only beat 
twice, is provided with just one goal of support. 

 November 28 vs. Washington: The Canes only offer 
two goals of support. 

 November 30 @ Dallas: The Canes only offer one 
goal of support. 

 January 13 vs. Columbus: Carolina is shutout. 

Point being, if the team in front of him provides offense, 
Andersen holds up his end of the bargain. In fact, he's never 
allowed more than four goals in any of his 30 outings this 
season. Even then, that's only happened in three of them 
and in one of them (Nov. 20 @ Los Angeles), the team was 
able to overcome that to steal a 5-4 victory. 

Grand Larceny 

On top the other of things, Andersen has been able to earn 
his team several victories this season, even when not 
receiving the utmost goal support. 

 October 31 vs. Arizona: Andersen stops 22 of 23 as 
the Canes top the 'Yotes, 2-1. 

 November 9 @ Tampa: Andersen holds the two-
time defending Stanley Cup Champions to just one 
goal, allowing his team to take a 2-1 victory in 
overtime. 

 November 18 @ Anaheim: The Ducks forced 
Andersen to make 16 stops in the first 20 minutes, 
part of a 31/32 performance in a 2-1 victory. 

 December 9 @ Calgary: Andersen turns away a 
Noah Hanifin penalty shot and 26 of 27 in total to 
allow his team to take a 2-1 win. 

 January 30 vs. San Jose: Carolina gets just two 
past James Reimer, but earns the 2-1 win thanks to 
a 27/28 night from Andersen.  

Noted Playmaker, Frederik Andersen 

In addition to ranking inside the top ten in just about every 
major goaltending statistical category, Andersen also paces 
all netminders in the league with his four assists. 

Further more impressive? He did it in his first 22 games 
played this year. 

Not only is the marker a career-high for him, but it's two more 
than any goaltender in the league. 

How much stock do you put in it a statistic like that? That's 
subjective, but what it indicates is that Andersen is incredibly 
strong at playing the puck, which pays dividends beyond just 
the assists. He's made a multitude of impressive puck 
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handling plays that have led to many breakouts for his club 
to get out of their own end. 

What They've Said About Him: 

"Just knowing you have a guy like that back there that's 
going to make big saves, it gives you all the confidence in 
the world. Hats off to Freddie, he's been phenomenal for us 
all year." - Vincent Trocheck on December 11 after Andersen 
allowed just one goal against McDavid, Draisaitl and 
company in Edmonton. 

"Freddie's been important for us all season long. There's a 
reason why he is an All-Star goalie. Every single night he 
keeps us in the game and at the end of the day we can 
always rely on him." - Nino Niederreiter after Andersen's 26-
save victory over Vegas on January 25. 

More Andersen Fast Facts 

 Andersen started the season by winning his first 
eight games played. 

 He allowed just one goal when facing his former 
team, Toronto, for the first time on October 25. 

 His first shutout of the season came October 28 vs. 
Boston. 

 A season-high 39 saves allowed his team to earn a 
victory in Los Angeles on November 20. 

 Andersen entered in relief of Antti Raanta when the 
Canes were trailing Columbus 3-0 on January 1. 
The team would come from behind to win 7-4. 

 In 18 of his 30 appearances this season he has 
allowed two goals or fewer.
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Super 16: Avalanche No. 1; Maple Leafs enter top five in power rankings 

Wild move up, Penguins fall, Stars drop out 

By Dan Rosen 

The Toronto Maple Leafs' five-game winning streak has 
helped vault them into the top five of the Super 16 power 
rankings this week. 

The Maple Leafs are No. 5, up two spots from last week.  

The top four teams are in the same order this week, with the 
Colorado Avalanche ranked No. 1 by 11 of the 14 
participating staff members.  

The Minnesota Wild moved two spots to No. 7. The 
Pittsburgh Penguins are down three to No. 8. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (32-8-4) 

Total points: 221 
Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche have points in 17 straight games (15-0-2), a 
Colorado/Quebec Nordiques record. They were 15-0-1 in 
January, tying the Boston Bruins (March 2014) for the NHL 
record for most wins and points in a single month. 

2. CAROLINA HURRICANES (31-9-2) 

Total points: 207 
Last week: No. 2 

The Hurricanes have won four in a row, each by one goal. 
Andrei Svechnikov scored the game-winning goal in each of 
the past two, 2-1 wins against the San Jose Sharks and New 
Jersey Devils. The forward scored the shootout-deciding 
goal in a 3-2 victory against the Ottawa Senators on Jan. 27.  

3. FLORIDA PANTHERS (32-10-5) 

Total points: 197 
Last week: No. 3 

The Panthers are 14-3-1 and averaging 4.94 goals per game 
in 18 games since Dec. 29. Jonathan Huberdeau has scored 

an NHL-leading 31 points (seven goals, 24 assists) in those 
18 games. The All-Star forward leads the NHL with 64 points 
(17 goals, 47 assists) in 47 games. 

4. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (30-10-6) 

Total points: 178 
Last week: No. 4 

The Lightning are 7-2 in games decided in overtime, but 2-4 
when it goes to a shootout. Steven Stamkos has scored at 
least one point in 34 of the 45 games he's played this 
season. The All-Star forward leads Tampa Bay with 52 
points (20 goals, 32 assists). 

5. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (29-10-3) 

Total points: 161 
Last week: No. 7 

Mitchell Marner has scored at least one goal in seven 
consecutive games. The forward has 16 points (eight goals, 
eight assists) during the run.  

6. NEW YORK RANGERS (30-13-4) 

Total points: 143 
Last week: No. 6 

Chris Kreider leads the NHL with 33 goals and 17 power-play 
goals. The All-Star forward has scored 16 goals, seven with 
the man-advantage, in 18 games since Dec. 17. 

7. MINNESOTA WILD (28-10-3) 

Total points: 142 
Last week: No. 9 

The Wild were on a five-game winning streak and nine-game 
point streak (8-0-1) since Jan. 6 prior to playing the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Wednesday. It was their second point streak 
of at least nine this season, and the first time they've had 
multiple point streaks that long in team history. They were 8-
0-1 from Nov. 21-Dec. 9. 

8. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (27-11-8) 

Total points: 137 
Last week: No. 5 

Sidney Crosby needs two goals for 500 in the NHL. He'll 
become the 46th player in NHL history and the second 
Penguins player (Mario Lemieux, 690 goals) to reach the 
milestone. Pittsburgh is 0-1-3 in its past four games. 
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9. ST. LOUIS BLUES (26-13-5) 

Total points: 103 
Last week: No. 8 

Vladimir Tarasenko leads the Blues with 21 points (eight 
goals, 13 assists) in 16 games since Dec. 7. The forward has 
scored at least one point in 11 of his past 12. He missed four 
games from Jan. 7-15. 

10. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (28-14-4) 

Total points: 101 
Last week: No. 11  

Filip Forsberg has scored five goals in a four-game goal 
scoring streak. The forward has scored 13 goals in 14 games 
since Dec. 16. Forward Tanner Jeannot leads all rookies with 
14 goals. The Predators are 4-0-1 since Jan. 20, scoring at 
least four goals in each of the four wins. 

11. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (25-13-9) 

Total points: 86 
Last week: No. 10 

All-Star forward Evgeny Kuznetsov had scored 16 points 
(five goals, 11 assists) in 17 games since Dec. 10 entering 
play Wednesday. Capitals coach Peter Laviolette was two 
wins away from 700 in his NHL coaching career and will be 
the 10th to reach the milestone. Washington captain Alex 
Ovechkin will miss the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend 
after he was placed in NHL COVID-19 protocol Wednesday. 

12. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (27-16-3) 

Total points: 70 
Last week: No. 13 

Robin Lehner has allowed 19 goals in nine games since Jan. 
6, going 5-3-1 with a 2.08 goals-against average, .923 save 
percentage and one shutout. The goalie had a 3.03 GAA and 
.905 save percentage (70 goals on 738 shots) in his first 24 
games. 

13. BOSTON BRUINS (26-14-3) 

Total points: 67 
Last week: No. 12 

David Pastrnak has scored 14 goals in 15 games since Jan. 
4, one more in two more games than Kreider in that span. 
The forward is tied with Kreider for the most goals (14) since 
Jan. 1. 

14. CALGARY FLAMES (23-13-6) 

Total points: 39 
Last week: No. 14 

Andrew Mangiapane entered Wednesday with 20 goals, the 
first time he has scored at least that many in his NHL career. 
The forward had scored 19 goals on the road, tied with 
Edmonton Oilers forward Leon Draisaitl for most in the NHL. 
The Flames were 4-1-0 in five games entering Wednesday. 

15. LOS ANGELES KINGS (24-16-7) 

Total points: 22 
Last week: No. 16 

The Kings were 3-0-2 with every game decided by one goal, 
including three in regulation, on their season-long six-game 
road trip before playing the Detroit Red Wings on 
Wednesday.  

16. ANAHEIM DUCKS (23-16-9) 

Total points: 17 
Last week: NR 

All-Star goalie John Gibson is 4-1-2 with a 1.69 GAA and 
.948 save percentage since Jan. 4. The Ducks are 4-0-2 in 
their past six games. They don't play again until Feb. 11 
against the Seattle Kraken in Anaheim. 

Others receiving points: Dallas Stars 6, Edmonton Oilers 6, 
Vancouver Canucks 1 

Dropped out: Stars (No. 15) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Nashville Predators; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Vegas 
Golden Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 
16. Dallas Stars 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. St. Louis Blues; 
11. Boston Bruins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Vegas Golden Knights; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. Washington Capitals; 
11. St. Louis Blues; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
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Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Washington Capitals; 
11. Nashville Predators; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
St. Louis Blues; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Nashville Predators; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Nashville 
Predators; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Boston 
Bruins; 14. Anaheim Ducks; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Calgary Flames 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. St. Louis Blues; 6. 

Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Boston Bruins; 
14. Washington Capitals; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Washington 
Capitals; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Anaheim Ducks 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Nashville Predators; 11. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. 
Anaheim Ducks; 14. Boston Bruins; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Nashville Predators; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Boston Bruins; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Washington 
Capitals; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Vegas Golden Knights; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Anaheim Ducks; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Mid-Season Grades 

Mid-season grades for each team in the Metropolitan 
Division. Who passes and who fails.  

By Zeke Lukow 

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 64 Points (31-9-2) A 

The Carolina Hurricanes won the Central Division last 
season, but there were still questions heading back into the 
Metropolitan Division. They have proven that they are for real 
and can do it again. The Canes currently sit at a 70% chance 
to win the division according to The Athletic. The offseason 
was one that brought a lot of questions for the Canes, they 
brought in two new goaltenders, let their top defenseman 
walk and brought in a controversial player in Tony DeAngelo. 

Frederik Andersen is an All-Star and ranks second in goals-
against with a 2.01 and third in save percentage with a 
.929%. His 8.83 goals saved above expected also ranks 
ninth in the league, not too shabby. DeAngelo has filled in as 
the top power play quarterback well and ranks 10th in NHL 
defensemen in points with 33, 14 of which were on the power 
play.  

The Canes also had a huge surprise in rookie Seth Jarvis. 
He has flown completely under the radar mainly due to not 
being in an original six or Canadian market but has filled in a 
top-six role admirably. In 33 games he has scored eight 
goals and 10 assists. His 18 points ranks 10th and his 2.22 
P/60 rank fifth among rookies this season who have played 
at least 10 games. He has immediately made an impact for 
the Canes and added to the scoring depth of an already 
dangerous team. 

2. New York Rangers: 64 Points (30-13-4) A- 

The Rangers are much higher in the standings than 
expected this season and currently rank fifth in the league 
and second in the Metropolitan Division. This is 
singlehandedly due to goaltender Igor Shesterkin, who has 
been by far the best goaltender in the league with a .940 
save percentage and 14.40 goals saved above expected. 
Without him, the Rangers would be sank. They are the worst 
team in the league by possession numbers with a 44.1% 
Corsi and are 15th with a 50.6% goals for. That means they 
are just marginally better at scoring goals than they give up 
at even strength despite Shesterkin letting up 14 fewer goals 
than expected. 

The Rangers could end up being in a very bad place in the 
second half of the season if Shesterkin doesn’t continue to 
put up a historic level of performance. The Rangers have not 
fared well when he has not been in the net with a combined 
record of 8-8-2 when the backups have started. The 
Ranger's offense continues to be very top-heavy and have 
not had the contributions they were hoping to get out of their 
younger players. Both Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko 

have struggled to produce with 28 points between the two of 
them which would have them ranked sixth on the Canes 
combined.  

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 62 Points (27-11-8) A- 

The Penguins have had one of the toughest seasons in the 
Metropolitan Division, only the Islanders having tougher 
circumstances. The Pens have had multiple COVID 
outbreaks and have had to deal with tough injuries to both 
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin to start the season. They 
only have had 12 games with their top-two centers on the 
ice. This had them stumble out of the gates with a 3-3-2 
record in October but have come back with a screaming 
record of 17-4-2 between December and January. 

The Penguins have done it like they always have with 
random players stepping up when the team needs them to. 
Jake Guentzel, Evan Rodrigues, and Jeff Carter are the top 
three goal scorers on the team. One other player who has 
stepped back up has been Tristan Jarry. Jarry has a .927 
save percentage which ranks fourth in the NHL. That is a 
complete turnaround from last season’s .909 save 
percentage. He looks to have really benefitted from the Pens' 
new goalie coach, Andy Chiodo who took over in August.  

4. Washington Capitals: 59 Points (25-12-9) B- 

The Washington Capitals have been fighting off the age 
curve for as long as we can remember. The Caps have the 
third-oldest team in the NHL with an average age of 28.63 so 
it would be expected to eventually see them decline, which 
they have. The Caps are still led by Alex Ovechkin who is 
already at 29 goals for the year. They have also seen 
Evgeny Kuznetsov and Tom Wilson improve, each of which 
has scored 13 goals this season. However, they have 
struggled with injuries. They entered the season without their 
top center, Nicklas Backstrom, who was rehabbing from a 
hip injury. They have also been without T.J. Oshie for most 
of the season with various injuries.  

The Caps have really struggled on the power play without 
Backstrom, they rank just 29th in the league with a 15.2% 
success rate. They also have been the worst team in 
overtime and have lost a league-leading nine games in the 
extra frame this season. They limp into the break off of a 
tough January that saw their offense dry up with just 2.42 
goals for per game which ranked 29th in the league. This 
propelled them to a 5-6-2 record which saw them drop from 
second to fourth in the division during this time. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets: 41 Points (20-22-1) B 

The Columbus Blue Jackets came into the season expecting 
to be in a full rebuild. The Blue Jackets ended up having 
three first-round picks and nine total picks in the 2021 NHL 
draft and are set up with two in the coming draft. They traded 
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their top-pairing defenseman, Seth Jones, to the Blackhawks 
for Adam Boqvist, two first-round picks, and a second-round 
pick. They acquired a young defenseman in Jake Bean for a 
second-round pick from the Carolina Hurricanes. The trades 
and roster construction have led to a youth movement in 
Columbus that has made them the second-youngest team in 
the league with an average age of just 25.24 years old. That 
means the average player is almost two and a half years 
younger than the Canes. 

The Blue Jackets sit fifth in the Metropolitan Division 
standings despite have a roster strategy that would have 
then expected to be down in the bottom five of the league. 
They started the season strong with a 12-8-0 record through 
November, but have struggled since with a 8-14-1 record in 
December and January. They have struggled to limit their 
losses and string together wins which is classic for a young 
team. However, the team will get good experience in being 
competitive night in and night out which can help grow the 
young core of the team. Columbus only has two pending 
UFA’s, one of which is Max Domi so they probably won’t 
have a large selloff at the deadline which could lead to a 
productive back half of the season.  

6. New York Islanders: 38 Points (16-16-6) D 

The Islanders entered the season hoping to reach their third 
straight conference final (Stanley Cup Semifinal) but that 
quickly changed. The Isles had to start their season with a 
13-game road trip as their home arena was still being 
finished. They ended the road trip with a 5-6-2 record, not 
nearly as bad as it could have happened. However, the Isles 
also dealt with a big COVID outbreak during the road trip 
while the NHL was reluctant to postpone games. The end of 
the road trip and first homestand ended up with an eight-
game losing streak before games were eventually 
postponed. 

The Isles continued to struggle in December with a 4-2-4 
record and another pause in their season, the league-wide 
COVID shutdown. The Isles have struggled to get any 
momentum going with three different breaks in their season 
which has seen them have 11 games postponed, more than 
any other team in the league. This has led to inconsistent 
play with January being their best month with a 6-4-0 record, 
enough to bring them from last to sixth in the division. They 
will be challenged with 44 games after the All-Star break with 
one of the oldest teams in the league, things don’t look great 
for the Isles to continue their climb. 

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 38 (15-22-8) F 

Last week Chuck Fletcher held a state of the franchise press 
conference with the Flyers chairmen. In this press 
conference, the Flyers still believe that they have the pieces 
in place to be contenders and expect to be “in it” next 
season. They believe that they are 2-3 core pieces away 
from getting back to contending. That’s already not an easy 
lift and that’s before you consider that the Flyers are looking 
to trade their captain Claude Giroux at the deadline to a 
contender. So who are they expecting to be these other 
pieces and where would they get them from? Maybe they are 
expecting a Rutherford Special of trading Giroux and having 
him re-sign as a free agent, but that’s unlikely.  

The Flyers will get back players they have lost to injuries like 
Ryan Ellis and Sean Couturier, but only have a projected $13 
million in cap space with only 25 contracts. They have four 
pending RFAs and 10 pending UFAs. They have already 
been using prospects like Morgan Frost in the NHL with 
mixed results, would they really bring up Zayde Wisdom at 
20 for a full season, seems unlikely? The Flyers continue to 
make confusing organizational decisions instead of looking 
at the writing on the wall and setting up an accelerated re-
build that will no longer be an option soon. 

8. New Jersey Devils: 35 Points (15-25-5) D 

The New Jersey Devils came into the year with the 
expectations that they were going to take the next step. They 
were able to sign premier defenseman Dougie Hamilton, 
forward Thomas Tartar and goaltender Jonathan Bernier, all 
three were big targets for other teams, including the Carolina 
Hurricanes. The Devil's ability to recruit these free agents is 
a sign of a team at the end of a rebuild. The offseason 
signings propelled the Devils into having realistic 
expectations for the 2021-2022 season. 

However, those expectations haven’t gone to plan. The 
Devils are still in last place in the division falling way short of 
expectations. They head into the All-Star break on a five-
game losing streak which includes two straight losses to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs by a combined score of 13-5. The 
Devils are having the worst-case scenario of a young team 
that needs to experience winning together to develop a 
winning culture. They are a team that’s reminiscent of the 
2010’s Hurricanes.
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Hurricanes Prospect Update: February 

While many Hurricanes prospects’ seasons are on hold, 
there were still a number of strong performances from the 
past month. 

By Matthew Somma 

As of right now, it feels as if we’re playing the waiting game 
with a lot of Carolina’s prospects. The KHL has been on a 
pause due to COVID running rampant through the league. 
They’ve even had to begin training camps due to how long 
they’ve been on a pause. The QMJHL will resume their 
season on Friday after being on pause since Dec. 18.  

Every league is facing postponements and cancellations, but 
there were still some great moments from the past month. In 
this month’s update, I’ll highlight news and strong 
performances from the past month as well as provide some 
insights on what to expect from certain prospects moving 
forward. 

The KHL and The Olympics 

LIke I mentioned, the KHL has been on a pause and will 
likely resume play after the Olympics since a lot of the 
league’s top players will be attending. With the league 
quickly approaching the playoffs, one has to wonder if they 
think about possibly extending the season past their usual 
end date of April 30. May 1 is normally the first day of the 
KHL’s free agency period, meaning Hurricanes prospects 
Pyotr Kochetkov and Vasiliy Ponomaryov would be able to 
return from loan and join the Chicago Wolves.  

If the season is extended, however, it would push that date 
back. Both Ponomaryov and Kochetkov would be major 
additions for the Wolves in their quest for a Calder Cup, so 
that’s something to keep an eye on. The break also affects 
players like Alexander Pashin and Nikita Guslistov. Pashin 
should be in the KHL right now but isn’t, and if the KHL had 
decided to play during the olympics, it’s likely that he would 
have gotten the call up to the big club. Those few games in 
the KHL would have been valuable experience for him. 
Guslistov was playing incredibly well before the pause and 
had five points during the month of January. He was named 
the league’s best forward for the month of January, too. We’ll 
have to wait and see how Guslistov performs after some time 
off. 

It’s not all bad, though. I’ve been keeping up with the 
Russian Olympic team and it looks as if Nikishin will be on 
their main roster. He has been playing on their third pairing in 
practices, which is a great sign. Nikishin is among the best 
defensemen in Russia and was chosen ahead of players 
such as Shakir Mukhamadullin and Semyon Chistyakov. 
Mukhamadullin was a first round pick in 2020 and Chistyakov 
was a fourth round pick in 2019. Nikishin has outperformed 
both players in the KHL this season and has earned his spot.  

The QMJHL Is Back 

Speaking of leagues that had long pauses, the QMJHL 
returns this weekend. Canes prospects Bobby Orr, Patrik 
Hamrla and Justin Robidas have been out of action since the 
middle of December, so expect a little bit of rust early on. Orr 
was just starting to get into a nice groove offensively and 
was playing some excellent hockey when the pause was 

announced. Robidas has been a consistent scoring threat all 
season long and should be carrying his team to a playoff 
berth. I’ve been most impressed with Robidas this season 
and I feel that his work ethic and offensive skill both in the 
offensive zone and in transition make him a solid prospect. In 
Orr’s past ten or fifteen games, I noticed that he was as 
strong on the puck as ever and getting to the middle of the 
ice better than anyone else on his team. That bodes well for 
his success. Hamrla was playing well for a team that’s had 
its ups and downs this season. The QMJHL has never been 
a league touted for its excellent defense, so Hamrla’s stats 
can be a little misleading. He faces a lot of high danger 
chances and his athleticism and recovery allow for him to 
make saves on a lot of these chances.  

The constant postponements and pauses in the CHL have 
me wishing that the NHL would look to amend the transfer 
agreement for a year or two. I’m not asking for them to 
abolish it, but I feel that teams should be given the option to 
retain a player’s rights for an additional year in order for 
some of their draft picks to have their overage seasons. A lot 
of these players have missed out on a lot of hockey over the 
past two years, so perhaps an extra season in juniors might 
do these players some good. It won’t happen, but it’s just a 
thought. Part of me also wonders if certain teams elect to 
sign their prospects and loan them to their junior clubs for an 
additional season. Those types of situations are rare, but 
they do happen occasionally. 

Good News for the Wolves 

The good news is that Jack LaFontaine has allowed a total of 
two goals through his first two AHL starts. The bad news is 
that he is winless in both starts despite shutting out Rockford 
in regulation and overtime in his second start. I was able to 
watch LaFontaine’s starts and saw more of what I had seen 
from him in college. He was steady for Chicago and rarely 
caught out of position. Most of his saves were routine 
because he was always square to the puck. The two goals 
he did let in were high danger chances, which is to be 
expected given the amount of high danger chances that 
Chicago’s defense can tend to give up. Once again, this is 
the level that LaFontaine should have started at after turning 
pro. He wasn’t going to be ready for the NHL right away and 
it’s nice to see him performing this well already. It’s a small 
sample size, but then again, so was his NHL sample. Y’all 
were ready to give up on him after that, so maybe simmer 
down a bit. 

Speaking of good news, Ryan Suzuki was back for a game 
this past weekend. He had missed the past three months 
due to a lower body injury and didn’t look out of place in his 
return. Suzuki was creating scoring chances, getting to the 
middle of the ice and engaging in puck battles, something 
that I was hoping to see more of when I watched him last 
year. This is a great sign for Suzuki’s development. Even 
though he didn’t record a point in Chicago’s 4-1 win over 
Grand Rapids, you noticed him every time he was on the ice.  

NCAA Defensemen 

Dom Fensore and Scott Morrow both had impressive 
weekends. Fensore was named the Hockey East Defender 
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of the Week thanks to strong performances against UMass 
and Providence, two top teams in the conference. Scott 
Morrow was named the Hockey East Rookie of the Month in 
January after recording nine points in eight games for 
UMass. Both players have had impressive seasons and have 
taken major strides in their development. Fensore likely plays 
his senior season at BU before signing with the Hurricanes 
and I would imagine that Scott Morrow also plays in one 
more season in he NCAA before turning pro. An extra year of 
development is always good, especially considering the fact 
that both players could stand to improve in the defensive 
zone. 

Additional News and Notes 

 Jesper Sellgren looked very confident manning the 
point on Chicago’s power play. I’ve always felt that 

his offensive game flies under the radar, so it was 
nice to see him with some additional responsibility. 

 Jalen Chatfield belongs in the NHL. He signed a 
two year extension on January 21 and I would 
imagine that he gets another look in the NHL before 
the season is over. 

 I’m very curious to see if the Hurricanes try and 
clear some room in the pipeline either at the 
deadline or closer to the draft. It’s getting crowded 
and we have a number of prospects ready to make 
the jump to both the AHL and NHL.

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article257949063.html 

https://theathletic.com/3105646/2022/02/03/hurricanes-midseason-review-analytics-and-roster-deep-dive-shows-a-team-ready-to-make-a-serious-
run-at-the-cup/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/all-star-profile-frederik-andersen/c-330468400 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-february-3/c-330475476 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/2/22913766/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-mid-season-grades 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/3/22914237/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospects-olympics 
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1198204 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Heading into All-Star break, Hurricanes exceeding expectations 

 

February 2, 2022  

Cory Lavalette Article, NHL, Sports 

 

RALEIGH — There were plenty of doubters after the Carolina Hurricanes 
retooled their roster in the offseason despite being one of the NHL’s top 
teams the season before. 

Now just past the halfway point of the 2021-22 campaign, the critics have 
been silenced by Carolina’s 31-9-2 record, one that has them atop the 
Eastern Conference standings and looking like one of a handful of 
legitimate Stanley Cup contenders. 

How did we get here? The easy answer is coach Rod Brind’Amour, who 
has followed up winning the Jack Adams Award as the NHL’s top coach 
with another masterful performance behind the bench. But it also took 
deft moves that weren’t popular among many observers. 

Overhaul the defense 

Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce have been the cornerstones of the 
Hurricanes’ defense since they burst on the scene fresh out of college in 
2015-16. But the addition of Dougie Hamilton before the 2018-19 season 
brought the D corps to another level. 

Hamilton had 42 goals and 121 points in three seasons in Carolina, but 
the 7-year, $63 million contract offered by the Devils last offseason was 
deemed a luxury the Hurricanes couldn’t afford. 

Carolina’s front office knew it couldn’t replace Hamilton with one player, 
so they did it by committee. Ethan Bear was acquired from Edmonton for 
forward Warren Foegele, and Tony DeAngelo — the mercurial 
defenseman who was sent home and bought out by the Rangers the 
previous season — was signed to a one-year bargain contract. 

Add in rugged free agent signings Ian Cole and Brendan Smith, and the 
Hurricanes spent just $6.7 million against the salary cap this season for 
four blueliners to complement Slavin, Pesce and Brady Skjei. 

DeAngelo has been an unequivocal success, registering 33 points in 35 
games while avoiding the controversies and misbehavior that had 
plagued him previously in his junior and pro careers. 

Cole and Smith have been as advertised — bottom-pairing defenders 
who can kill penalties and add veteran guile and snarl to the back end. 

Moves to make: The one question mark has been Bear, who has never 
seemed to bounce back from a 10-day COVID-19 quarantine earlier in 
the season. If the Hurricanes are going to add a player ahead of the 
trade deadline, it could be someone that bolsters the right side of their 
defense. 

Goalie reset 

That Petr Mrazek and James Reimer both left in free agency wasn’t a 
surprise, but the trade that shipped Calder Trophy finalist Alex 
Nedeljkovic to Detroit raised plenty of eyebrows — and gave the “never 
trade with Steve Yzerman” crowd a chance to scream from the rooftops 
again. 

Just over six months later, the Hurricanes look like a front office with a 
leg up on the rest of the league. 

Carolina signed Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta and added veteran 
journeyman Alex Lyon as the No. 3, and it heads into the All-Star break 
with the frontrunners for the Jennings Trophy given to the goaltending 
tandem with the fewest goals allowed. 

Andersen in particular has been spectacular, winning 24 of his 30 
appearances with a 2.01 goals-against average and .929 save 
percentage while being mentioned as a Vezina Trophy frontrunner. 

Nedeljkovic, for those keeping score, had a .910 save percentage and 
2.90 goals-against average for the Red Wings behind a less talented 
team in Detroit. 

Moves to make: Carolina already added depth by signing 2016 third-
round pick Jack LaFontaine from the University of Minnesota midseason. 
The Hurricanes should be good to go in net. 

Sebastian Aho should be a dark horse Hart Trophy candidate, and 
Andrei Svechnikov continues to deliver on his promise by taking another 
step forward in his fourth NHL season. The success of both those players 
doesn’t come as a surprise. 

The emergence of 19-year-old Seth Jarvis, however, has given the 
Hurricanes another layer of scoring in their top nine, and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi has produced in limited minutes while Brind’Amour and his 
staff continue to rebuild his game. 

Veterans Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck, both in contract years, 
continue to produce, and Martin Necas — an RFA after the season — 
has shown flashes of brilliance though remains inconsistent. 

The team’s role players have been good, particularly Derek Stepan, 
Jesper Fast and Steven Lorentz, who continues to get better by the 
game. 

The one player who has struggled is captain Jordan Staal, who is mired 
in a 33-game goal drought. Staal isn’t at risk of losing his job — he still 
anchors the NHL’s best penalty kill and has upped his physicality with his 
dip in production. But if he can get five or six goals in the season’s 
second half, it would go a long way in rebuilding his offensive confidence. 

Moves to make: You can never have enough scoring, and Carolina could 
maybe use one more player on the wing for a Stanley Cup push. 
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By Scott Wheeler  

Feb 2, 2022  

  

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects.You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

Seth Jarvis has graduated, Jake Bean is a Columbus Blue Jacket, 
Morgan Geekie is a Seattle Kraken, Jesper Sellgren has aged out, and 
yet the Hurricanes pool, which was already one of the league’s deepest, 
is now deeper than it has probably ever been. 

There are a clear top nine prospect pools in this year’s countdown and 
though the Hurricanes no longer have a top prospect of the quality of all 
of other teams in front of them here, they belong in the league’s top tier 
without any hesitation. That’s true even after they didn’t pick in the first 
round in 2021 because of how well they did with the 13 (!) picks that they 
had in rounds 2-7, and how much value they have found in each of the 
last four drafts. 

In terms of total quantity of good prospects, there is not a team in the 
NHL whose pool is as full as the Hurricanes’. The 26-player length of 
their ranking makes this the longest list in this year’s project. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 5 (change: -4) 

1. Scott Morrow, RHD, 19 (UMass-Amherst) 

The hardest decision on this list was actually who to rank No. 1 (which is 
kind of interesting, considering that’s the easiest decision for just about 
every team). I debated slotting each of the top four players here in just 
about any order you could think of. But Morrow has been so impressive 
as a freshman that he feels like the right call here. The kids who jump 
from high school hockey directly into the NCAA typically take longer to 
adjust than the kids who enter via the USHL, Canada’s Jr. A ranks, or the 
national development program. It’s even more uncommon for them to not 
just make that transition smoothly, but to immediately become one of the 
top players at their position in college hockey. And that’s what Morrow 
has done. Buffalo’s Owen Power and Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson stand 
alone as the best defencemen in college hockey this season, but Morrow 
is already in that next tier and he’s certainly in the conversation as the 
top freshman D in the country. He’s an excellent transition defender who 
transports pucks confidently, plays boldly inside the offensive zone, and 
possesses impressive handling skill for a defenceman. He’s an exit/entry 
machine who carves teams up through the neutral zone with head fakes, 
side-steps and cuts (his skating really impresses on its edges, even if 
he’s not explosive). When he’s on the ice, he wants to take over and 
direct play in possession and does so by guiding opposing players out of 
his way. And on top of all of that, he’s a 6-foot-2 righty whose game 
defensively has both taken steps this season and proven that some of 
last year’s bad habits were about a level that was below him more than 
they were major concerns about his game. There’s real top-four upside to 
Morrow’s game if he continues on the steep trajectory he’s on into next 
season at UMass. 

2. Ryan Suzuki, C, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

Suzuki’s becoming a bit of a tricky player to project and evaluate 
because of a combination of his growing injury history and the early jump 
to the AHL that was necessitated by the pandemic. The good news is 
that as I write this Suzuki, who has played just five games so far this 
season (all in October), is back practicing in a regular jersey again. And 
the better news is that I watched a couple of those five games and he 
looked great pre-injury. Suzuki’s a highly gifted player who plays a flow 
game that breezes around the ice in possession. He’s still got a 
propensity to hang onto the puck too long and try one too many moves, 
but when he makes quick decisions and plays fast he’s a ton of fun. He 

has always had the line-driving on-puck skill of a top-six NHL talent. He 
leads rushes and pushes pace through neutral ice as a primary carrier on 
his line, hitting the blue line with speed to make something happen. He 
can beat defenders and goalies one-on-one with his hands, particularly 
his unique ability to pull and drag pucks through his feat and across his 
body to leap around opposing players with a side-step or cut. He’s also a 
creative, inventive passer who can run a power play, execute through 
layers, and feed pucks into space for his linemates. His quick 
acceleration gives him defensive value in races and on lifts when he 
commits to them (an area which has improved a great deal). Suzuki 
doesn’t have the overall build, strength or shot to maybe reach that top-
six potential in its fullest, but a career as an impactful, offensively-inclined 
top-nine forward is definitely still in the cards for him. 

3. Ville Koivunen, RW/LW, 18 (Karpat) 

Koivunen’s a highly-entertaining, highly-gifted winger who is having an 
excellent age-adjusted season (especially considering his June birthday) 
in Liiga as one of Karpat’s top scorers in his rookie season at the level 
(and one was piece of Finland’s best line through two games at the world 
juniors before the tournament was shut down). He’s a delight to watch 
with the puck on his stick. He’s a crafty problem-solver whose game tilts 
towards offence (he’s got work to do to become a more reliable player 
defensively). He can manufacture offence in a lot of ways off of the 
perimeter, whether that’s playing pucks into space with the perfect weight 
or baiting defenders into reaches so that he can cut past them. He’s one 
of those kids who can just carve the offensive zone up as a dual-threat 
scorer and passer. I’ve also liked him more and more on the cycle this 
season, which is a nice step forward for a young player who already 
excels in open ice. He has also had a bit of a growth spurt (he was listed 
at 5-foot-11 and 161 pounds in his draft year and he’s 6-foot and 172 
pounds). I see top-six upside with the right development plan and some 
patience. 

4. Noel Gunler, RW/LW, 20 (Brynas IF) 

Loyal readers will know that Gunler’s a kid I stuck my neck out on 
throughout the draft process. Despite concerns about his consistency 
(which I believe are overstated and which I know are unsupported by his 
underlying results), his effort level, and his commitment defensively, 
some of which compounded to result in his move from Lulea to Brines, 
Gunler remains an undeniably talented, high-upside prospect. He’s the 
SHL’s second-leading under-21 scorer so far this season despite usage 
that has again slowly diminished as the season progressed (he began 
the year playing 16-18 minutes a night and he’s now playing 10-12). 
Gunler is a natural scorer whose shot, hands and bouts of ingenuity give 
him clear power-play, top-of-the-lineup upside. But there’s work that 
needs to be done to round out his game and it may now be difficult for 
him to break the reputation that has (often undeservedly, in my view) 
followed him. Because the production is there, his offensive-zone tools 
pop, his shot is lethal from a standstill or in motion (it generates 
significant torque through his stick, slinging off of his blade with a ton of 
spin), and he protects the puck extremely well on his backhand (which 
helps him drop a shoulder and cut to the net to shoot off of his forehand 
on his off-wing). He’s always looking to shoot high but he rarely misses 
the net. Some scouts question his skating but he creates separation and 
breakaways for himself too consistently for me to argue against his 
straight-line speed (even if his stride can splay a little and he can pick up 
his stick into a pitchfork skating stride when he’s really pushing himself) 
or his timing (which a lot of the game’s open space comes down to). He’s 
got a pro frame at 6-foot-2 as well. It may take the right coach and 
development team to give him the confidence and opportunities he needs 
to fulfil his potential, but I think the Hurricanes are among the franchises 
most equipped to “get it.” 

There just aren’t many players his age who score on clean looks at the 
rate he does: 

Nor who make skill plays like the one he does off the wall here 
(especially not 6-foot-2 ones): 

5. Jack Drury, C, 21 (Chicago Wolves/Carolina Hurricanes) 
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Drury just keeps playing good hockey at every level. First it was the 
USHL. Then it was the NCAA. Then it was the SHL. And this year it has 
been the AHL and the NHL. He doesn’t have the dynamic qualities of the 
players in front of him here but he’s the safest bet to be an everyday 
forward. Drury has always been knowns as a driven, 200-foot centre who 
involves himself in the play, plays within his team’s structure without 
cheating, works to get the puck back, and excels at moulding his game to 
play alongside talented wingers. But his offensive skill has also 
developed along a steep trajectory, with above-average tools across the 
board as a finisher, handler, and passer who can now create offence in a 
variety of ways. So while his game starts with the strong foundation and 
a sound commitment to the details, there’s skill that happens in between 
and an approach that takes what’s given and executes. He also turns 22 
tomorrow, so happy birthday! 

6. Jamieson Rees, C/LW, 20 (Chicago Wolves) 

After a strong start to his pro career in the AHL last season when the 
OHL never got up and running, Rees has remained an effective player 
for the Wolves this season without taking a step forward to really 
showcase the pesky skill that distinguishes him (some of which is driven 
by poor puck luck and a low shooting percentage that should rebound). 
When he finds his game at the AHL (and potentially NHL level), you’re 
going to know it because his game is hard to miss and his presence can 
be felt on every shift. Rees can impact a game in so many ways, whether 
he’s hunting down loose pucks, fighting for body positioning to win battles 
against bigger players (he’s a fiery 5-foot-11), making something happen 
at the front of the net, or circling the offensive zone in possession to 
facilitate or cut to the slot for a chance. Rees is a slippery stickhandler 
who changes directions on defenders to keep cycles alive but also has a 
ton of talent in traffic to the slot (or in the shootout). He plays on the edge 
when he doesn’t have the puck and surprises defenders and goalies with 
his hands when he has it (though there are times when he tries to do too 
much). He’s a better passer than finisher, and he’s not the biggest kid in 
the world, but he plays a pro style and if he can learn to control some of 
his decisions better he’ll have value up and down an NHL lineup 
someday. 

7. Anttoni Honka, RHD, 21 (JYP) 

Honka has been a top young player in Liiga this season. While his 
league-worst plus-minus can serve as ammunition for his detractors, who 
argue his game defensively is a glaring concern, I would argue that has 
more to do with playing 18-plus minutes a night for the league’s worst 
team. Honka’s underlying results favour him. He has been a victim of 
brutal on-ice luck and goaltending, with one of the league’s worst PDOs 
to show for it. He has driven possession in each season he has played in 
Liiga, with positive relative shot differentials yet again this year. And he 
has proven to be to be highly productive (he ranks near the top of the 
league’s defencemen in shot generation and points, and leads JYP in 
scoring as a defenceman no less). There’s certainly a boom or bust 
factor to Honka’s projection given the way he is perceived, his propensity 
for getting caught out of position trying to play offence, and his size (5-
foot-10), but there’s also undeniable upside and if he hits he’s going to be 
just as good as he is fun. Honka’s one of the more purely talented 
defencemen in his age group. Offensively, he’s an impressive skater 
through his footwork (more than through his pushes), he’s a superb outlet 
passer, and his skill with the puck reminds of talented forwards on entries 
or one-on-one off of the point. He’s an extremely creative east-west 
seam passer, and he makes pro-level skill plays that lead directly to 
goals. Defensively, he still needs to refine his positioning and decision-
making but he has made real progress in both areas and he’s sturdier 
than he looks. He’ll always have clear power-play utility and I think he’s 
closer to where he needs to get (given his age) in the other areas than he 
gets credit for. I’d really like to see him in the AHL. 

8. Joey Keane, RHD, 21 (Chicago Wolves) 

Keane’s got a look about him on the ice that really sets him apart out 
there. His posture makes him look stilted and stiff, he gets way out over 
his toes through his stride, and he holds his stick high on the shaft. But 
the reality of his game is much smoother than the look of it, with elite 

skating ability, a physical presence, excellent transition value (both 
ways), and an overall toughness and confidence about him. His skating 
helps him escape trouble, he plays an aggressive style, and he’s a righty 
with pro athleticism. Those things should make him a useful No. 4-6 D 
who gives a group of six some uncommon elements. He faces the same 
challenge many Wolves (formerly Checkers) players have before him 
though (just ask Bean or Haydn Fleury): An NHL team with depth on the 
blue line that makes it hard to break in. 

9. Patrik Puistola, LW/RW, 21 (Jukurit) 

I don’t love using comparables because of the way they dumb down 
player evaluation remove some of the nuance and description that should 
define it, but … it’s hard not to see some of the similarities that exist 
between Puistola and Gunler. Both were polarizing prospects in their 
draft year. Both skate in stances that bow out. Both are natural finishers 
with long followthroughs in their shooting motions. Both carry pucks wide 
when they pull pucks across their bodies. And both will need the right 
kind of development and support to reach their full potential. When 
Puistola is involved in the game, getting touches, and playing with good 
players, he’s one of my favourite young players in the sport to watch and 
regularly flashes spectacular, ankle-breaking stickhandling ability and an 
NHL wrist shot that can clean beat goalies. He’s crafty with the puck on 
his stick and he can play through contact because of that low base in his 
skating posture that I talked about. Maybe most of all, though, he wants 
to be a difference-maker. He wants to attack off of the flank and make a 
big play. And he’s talented enough to beat players one-on-one to create 
for himself or deke past a first layer and then use the attention that 
follows to feed a puck into space on the backside of the pressure to set 
up a teammate. I love the way he shapes his shots and changes angles 
through his release, too (he’s as comfortable on the toe and backhand of 
his blade as he is at the centre of his forehand). But he might not have 
the speed or acceleration needed to get to the danger areas in the same 
way in the NHL, and he comes with some warts. He’s got power-play 
upside for sure, so if he can figure it all out at even strength there might 
be a complementary scorer there. If one of he, Gunler or Dominik Bokk 
(who I’ll get to next) hit, that should be considered a success because it 
might mean another top-six option. I like taking those gambles, because 
the alternative is seeking out prospects to be the role players you can 
find for cheap each summer in free agency anyways. 

I’d rather try to build up the kid who can already do this: 

Or this: 

10. Dominik Bokk, RW/LW, 22 (Chicago Wolves) 

I’ve said it before, but Bokk drives me crazy in ways that Gunler and 
Puistola (who draw similar criticisms) don’t because I think when they’ve 
run into trouble thus far it has been due to a combination of themselves, 
perception, and circumstance, whereas Bokk’s challenges feel almost 
entirely self-inflicted the more you watch him. On one hand, he’s got 
undeniable NHL skill with the puck on his stick inside the offensive zone, 
skill that has allowed him to completely dominate his peers and has 
occasionally really flashed at the pro level. On the other, everywhere he 
goes he seems to underperform himself into roles that are beneath him 
and then put himself in a cycle that he can’t get out of because his game 
requires talent around it. He can frustrate the hell out of me. His natural 
skill is there in spades. He can break down coverage laterally with his 
hands. His wrister is threatening from mid-0range (and sometimes from 
bad angles too). When he gets to the interior, he can make things 
happen. But he’s also constantly trying to do too much (either that or his 
brain isn’t working fast enough out there). The pieces just don’t fit 
together and the clock is ticking given his age. He’s closer to make or 
break than the other polarizing Carolina prospects. 

11. Pyotr Kochetkov, G, 22 (Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod) 

When goalies just keep getting results you have to respect them because 
of the ebbs and flows in performance that most of them face year-to-
year. And Kotchetkov now has a body of work that warrants a move to 
North America to give the NHL a run via the AHL. After bouncing around 
levels and clubs in previous years in search of the opportunity those 
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numbers demanded, it has been nice to see him find stability this season 
and perform. He’s a little on the smaller side for a goalie but he grew a 
couple of inches late in his development to go from 6-foot to 6-foot-2, 
he’s quick on his feet (and knees), he’s technically sound, and he’s 
athletic, relying on sharp angles to control the first rebound and his 
movement to make recovery saves. I like the way he tracks the play but 
he can be prone to letting mid-danger shots squeak through his body 
when he’s set in his stance. That’s really my only nitpick though. 

12. Zion Nybeck, LW/RW, 19 (HV71) 

There are far more outcomes for Nybeck’s career that end shy of the 
NHL than that end in it. That’s the reality when you’re listed at 5-foot-6 by 
a league where you can count on two hands the number of players that 
size who’ve ever played in it. In fact, most of the players listed below him 
here are probably more likely to play games in the NHL than he is. But 
Nybeck’s talent gap and tools suggest he may have a chance at 
becoming an exception to the rule and this project is about balancing that 
possibility against the upside of other players. His age-adjusted 
production in Sweden’s top junior league remain remarkable and while 
questions about his size and skating (his skating being the bigger issue 
than his size) are fair, everything else in Nybeck’s game points in the 
same direction as his results do. Inside the offensive zone, Nybeck is 
evasive with the puck on his stick, sliding under and around defenders to 
play through layers and quickly finishing plays when he’s left open. His 
ability to stutter and make defenders bite are high end, and he manages 
his limitations well all told. He’s going to have to learn to play faster as he 
progresses up levels, and he’s always going to struggle a little in board 
battles physically (though he is stocky for his size) but every player has 
drawbacks at this point in a list and I like his assets a whole lot. He’s a 
long-term project but I expect him to become a top offensive creator at 
every level below the NHL in time. Then it will become about breaking 
through. 

13. Dom Fensore, LHD, 20 (Boston University) 

As long as the odds are for a forward as tiny as Nybeck, they’re even 
longer for tiny defencemen. So it’s good, at least as far as the data on 
those likelihoods is concerned (regardless of the merit), that Fensore is 
now listed at 5-foot-9 (which is a couple of inches taller than he was at 
the U.S. NTDP). He’s also got all of the things you’d hope that he has if 
he’s going to make it as the exception to the rule. He’s an A-level skater 
forward and backward, and an even better one going laterally because of 
his footwork. He’s an excellent power-play quarterback because of his 
ability to maneuver against pressure, adjust his feet, change angles, and 
play through layers as a passer. And he’s a brilliant exits/entries player 
who carves teams up in transition. Really the only part of his game on the 
offensive side of the puck that doesn’t pop is his shot. Otherwise, it’s all 
there. And because his feet are so smooth, he also has defensive value 
gapping up in transition to force dumps (and then pivoting to track back 
and collect them so that he can move play the other direction), or sliding 
into lanes to intercept passes and be disruptive when a player drops his 
head. If he’s to succeed in the NHL eventually though, it’ll be because of 
his ability to play in possession and spend more time on offence than 
defence. With the right partner, I think it might work. He’s an excellent 
college defenceman and he only just turned 20 in September. 

14. Vasili Ponomaryov, C, 19 (Spartak Moskva/Khimik Voskresensk) 

Ponomaryov has been good in his first year back in Russia following two 
seasons in the QMJHL. I’ve watched him play at least one game at each 
of the levels and he looked dominant in the junior level MHL, impactful in 
the second-tier VHL, and like he belonged in the KHL. He’s always on 
the puck, he’s got great hands, he can penalty kill effectively, he passes 
the puck well, and he opens up to make himself available offensively. 
While he’s not the biggest, strongest, fastest, or most talented kid, he 
understands how to play from A to B. He’s also stronger than you might 
think at a cursory glance and uses his body positioning to come up with a 
lot of pucks. And then he also has skill, enough to deceive good 
defenders, pick apart schemes with the puck, and make plays off of all of 
the retrievals he wins. I’m a fan. He has some intriguing qualities, he’s 

versatile, and he plays the same way regardless of how much he’s 
playing or who he’s playing with. 

15. Jackson Blake, RW, 18 (Chicago Steel) 

After torching the Minnesota high school circuit and getting his feet wet 
on a title run with the Steel in his draft year, Blake, a University of North 
Dakota commit, has been one of the USHL’s best players and top 
producers this season. He’s a high-energy, up-tempo worker who 
compensates for his smallish frame (which he has the benefit of time to 
develop due to his August birthday) by playing hard and fast, while also 
having plenty of skill. I love his approach, which looks to attack the inside 
and make plays. There’s no backing down to his game, he makes a lot 
happen in and out of traffic, and I’ve seen him make difficult plays out of 
nothing with the puck on his stick. I’m going to wait until I see him do 
what he’s doing this season at the college level before I get too excited, 
but if he looks anything like I think he might as a freshman next year, 
you’ll see him higher on this list in short order. 

16. Aleksi Heimosalmi, RHD, 18 (Assat) 

It can be hard to measure success for a player in Heimosalmi’s situation 
this year. He’s playing 17 minutes a night in the fifth-best pro league in 
the world as a teenager. But he’s also playing for one of the worst teams 
in that league and his results (underlying and raw counting stats) don’t 
favour him. None of that warrants strong determinations on what he is or 
what he’ll become one way or another. But it’s not as though he has 
taken off on a steep upward trajectory either. Heimosalmi’s game is built 
around his footwork, his insides edges, his pivots, and increasingly his 
speed in straight lines (the other stuff has always popped but he looks 
faster through his pushes this year too, which is great). His smooth four-
way mobility can really catch your attention and he’s the kind of player 
who’s more likely to carry than pass if there’s open space available to 
him. He works the blue line effortlessly, navigating across and off of it to 
change looks, put opposing teams into scrambles, and open up his 
options. His ability to make opposing players behave like he wants them 
to really stands out and allows him to escape pressure, create entries, 
and then manage play inside the offensive zone. His skating also helps 
him play a stick-on-puck, disruptive style defensively. But he’s also on 
the smaller side for a defenceman and his puck skill and shooting don’t 
pop. His finished product may be something. It’s not around the next 
corner though. 

17. Alexander Nikishin, RHD, 20 (Spartak Moskva) 

Nikishin has had about as good a season as you could hope for given his 
makeup, his past performance, and his projection. He’s playing 19 
minutes a game in the second-best pro league in the world and he has 
been named to Russia’s Olympic team for the men’s tournament. 
Nikishin’s a physically advanced (6-foot-4, 216-pound) defender whose 
strength is evident in his blistering point shot, his ability to win board 
battles, and his net-front boxouts. The question with Nikishin is less 
about his ability to hold his own defensively, complement a more active 
partner, and penalty kill than it is about what his upside looks like beyond 
that. But he has taken steps there this season and has certainly looked to 
be more aggressive with his best asset inside the offensive zone (that 
shot). He moves the puck fine, he manages the point effectively, he’s a 
decent skater, and he’s a righty. I like the way he reads the play, closes 
off the wall, and gets into passing lanes. He’s not talented enough to 
offer much offence at the next level but I’ve believed in his offensive 
game since his draft year and it has begun to show itself as adequate 
against pros. He’s got upside as a bottom-four defender. 

18. Aidan Hreschuk, LHD, 18 (Boston College) 

I think I was a little too high on Hreschuk in his draft year but he remains 
a player I’m very fond of. While his production doesn’t leap off the page, 
he has been an effective player as a true freshman for the Eagles, quietly 
driving results at both ends and often playing important minutes. He lacks 
that one dynamic quality that says, “that’s going to carry him to the NHL,” 
but he plays a modern, possession-driving game backed by making 
simple plays consistently well in all three zones. Across the offensive-
zone blue line, he’s a careful manager who uses good footwork and 
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tracking to place pucks through lanes to the net for a shot or to a 
teammate for a scoring chance. Inside his own zone, he does a good job 
navigating away from danger to start exits with little bump passes or that 
split second of poise required for a teammate to get open for a headman. 
He reads the play correctly much more often than incorrectly with and 
without the puck. There’s some quiet deception to his game, and he’s 
just as comfortable running the offence with the puck on his stick as he is 
playing deferentially to his teammates depending on the situation. Plus 
he’s always engaged and he’s sneaky-good in puck battles for a 5-foot-
11 defenceman. I expect him to be a top college hockey defenceman as 
a junior and senior. 

Here’s Hreschuk on himself: “I’m a two-way defender, I can play in both 
ends, I use my skating, I use my stick to break up plays, and I just try to 
get inside on guys and close out plays quick. When I get my feet up ice 
and I get moving, I think I can really try to make things happen. I can 
definitely beat the first forechecker up the ice and gain zone entry.” 

19. Ronan Seeley, LHD, 19 (Everett Silvertips) 

Seeley has always played an efficient, calculating, heady game very well. 
But questions have often lingered about the translatability of that game 
without a defining quality and his ability to command the ice. This year, 
though, it’s clear he has looked to take charge more. That’s true in the 
WHL in his role as Silvertips captain, where he’s arguably the most 
complete player on a top team. And it was true, a little surprisingly so, in 
how aggressive he looked alongside Owen Power in the early going with 
Team Canada at the world juniors. I expected him to play off of Power 
but he looked to involve himself and make things happen as well. He 
defends well with an active and disruptive stick, he’s gotten faster, he’s 
got great timing and recognition on pinches, and while his game is 
relatively simple offensively, he executes at a high level and he can 
stretch the ice on outlets. His ceiling isn’t super high but he’s a legit 
prospect. 

Here’s one source on growing belief in Seeley: “Stability. He’s excellent 
defensively, he provides an offensive punch there (in Everett), they’ve 
been one of the top teams in junior hockey since the first game of the 
season, he has an excellent track record, and he has continued to 
improve.” 

20. Alexander Pashin, LW/RW, 19 (Tolpar Ufa/Toros Neftekamsk) 

Pashin is another small (5-foot-7) but hardworking winger who gets all 
over the ice to make things happen and has really taken a step in his 
development with his play in the VHL this season. He’s extremely 
comfortable in high traffic because of his impressive dexterity, but he’s 
also opportunistic and understands how to use time and space to delay 
into spots or support the play. And he works to correct against his small 
frame by keeping his feet moving. I see a kid with some intriguing 
qualities who had a late-July birthday in his draft class and could 
potentially look like a value pick with the proper time to marinate and 
develop into offensive roles at each next level before he makes the leap 
beyond. He has the agility, the skill, and the work ethic needed to 
succeed at his size. Just as hitting on one of Gunler, Puistola and Bokk 
should be a success, the Hurricanes will be laughing if one of Nybeck, 
Pashin or Robidas works out to give them a diminutive contributor. 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Hurricanes pool divides into three-wide groups. They are: 1-5, 6-10, 
11-20 (and into the extended honourable mentions). That first group 
comprises players who I think have an opportunity to be impactful NHL 
players. The second group make up players of similar intrigue and upside 
but longer (considerably so in some cases) odds. But it’s the third group 
that distinguishes the Hurricanes pool. There are players in their 
honourable mentions here who would rank in the top 20 of all but maybe 
one of the eight teams that rank ahead of them in the series. Justin 

Robidas is the captain of his QMJHL team. Joel Nystrom is a regular in 
the SHL as a teenager and was just at the world juniors. Robert Orr’s 
strength coach, Anthony Mansi, has been in my ear about how powerful 
his client is on and off the ice. Massimo Rizzo and Kevin Wall are top 
scorers on their college teams. Those guys are virtually interchangeable 
with everyone in the 11-20 range and I pulled my hair out excluding 
them. 
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Maple Leafs thrash Devils with 7-1 win heading into all-star break 

 

PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 

TOM HORAK/USA TODAY SPORTS VIA REUTERS 

 

The Maple Leafs rolled into the all-star break on Tuesday with a 7-1 
thrashing of the down-on-their-luck Devils at the Prudential Center. 

Toronto scored four times in the first 20 minutes against Jon Gillies, one 
of six goaltenders New Jersey has used during the 2021-22 campaign. 
Gillies was removed after allowing six goals on 28 shots. Then Akira 
Schmid came in and allowed another. 

Throw a sweater on the statue of Martin Brodeur outside the arena in 
Newark and it might do better. 

Mitch Marner extended his career-best goal streak to seven games when 
he made it 4-0 with 4:29 left in the first period. By then Jason Spezza, 
Auston Matthews and David Kampf had already found the back of the net 
and the crowd was booing the home team. 

Marner scored twice and had two assists for four points on the night. He 
has eight goals and 16 points during his hot streak. 

“He is very deceptive,” Matthews said of his linemate. “When he has the 
puck people sense he is going to pass it and then he catches the goalie 
and the defencemen clean.” 

Matthews scored three times in a 6-4 victory over New Jersey on 
Monday and entered the night with hat tricks against the Devils in each of 
their past two games. He settled for just the one goal and one assist but 
was one of five Toronto players to register at least two points for the 
evening. 

The victory was the fifth in a row for the Maple Leafs, who have suddenly 
generated a blizzard of goals. They have scored 20 in the last three 
contests alone, including 13 in back-to-back encounters with the Devils. 

“We are happy with it,” Marner said. “We talked about going into the 
break with a great onset and I think we did that tonight.” 

The loss was New Jersey’s sixth straight and ninth in 10. Its roster 
includes nine players who are 23 years old or younger and not quite 
ready for the rigours of the NHL. Jack Hughes scored the Devils’ goal 
early in the third period to ruin a shutout bid by Jack Campbell. 

The latter was reinserted into the lineup after getting yanked in the first 
period 24 hours earlier. He was credited with 31 saves as he improved to 
21-6-3 on the season. 

On Monday he was pulled after giving up three goals on nine shots in a 
game where the Maple Leafs rallied with four unanswered goals. They 
had five in the third period in their preceding triumph on Saturday at 
Detroit. 
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Campbell had given up 24 goals in his last six starts and had struggled 
with an .853 save percentage during the stretch. Even though Petr 
Mrazek came off the bench to win on Monday, Toronto head coach 
Sheldon Keefe opted to give Campbell an opportunity to turn things 
around. 

“I am grateful coach put me back in and gave me a chance to move on,” 
Campbell said. “There were a few starts recently I didn’t like. It is a long 
season. 

“This is a humbling game. You learn more all the time. When I found out I 
was playing today it felt like a playoff game. I was ready to go out there 
and play the best that I can.” 

The Maple Leafs ease into the all-star break with a 29-10-3 record. They 
trail Florida and Tampa Bay in a close race in the Atlantic Division and 
Boston is closing fast. 

Matthews will be the captain of the Atlantic squad at Saturday’s all-star 
game in Las Vegas and Campbell will be one of the goalies. The rest of 
the players may plan getaways to sunny destinations but there is not 
enough time for them to travel too far. 

“I hope they rest, enjoy themselves and come back refreshed,” Keefe 
said. 

Toronto does not play again until Feb. 7 when Frederik Andersen and the 
Carolina Hurricanes visit Scotiabank Arena. With new provincial COVID-
19 regulations in place as of Feb. 1, a limited audience will be allowed. 

After that, the club heads out on a road trip for rescheduled engagements 
with Calgary, Vancouver and Seattle. 

Toronto went 8-2-1 in January and is 11-2-1 over its last 14. There are a 
lot of good things happening even if the defence has been shakier at 
times than one would want. 

Matthews scored four times in two nights and has 29 overall, which is 
tied with Alexander Ovechkin for third in the league. 

Spezza emerged from a dry spell with goals in each game against the 
Devils, and Michael Bunting scored again on Tuesday, his 13th of the 
campaign. Kampf’s goal was his first since Dec. 11. Pierre Engvall 
scored to put Toronto up 6-0 in the second period and now has three 
goals and four assists over the last seven games. 

It is time now for everyone but Matthews and Campbell to take a 
breather. There are still 40 games remaining in the regular season. After 
that we will see how much everything that has been achieved to this 
point matters. 

“You are always looking to take control of games,” Keefe said. “This was 
as good as it can get for us.” 
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Maple Leafs report card: High marks at the halfway point 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Wed., Feb. 2, 2022 

 

Coach Sheldon Keefe seems very content with where the Maple Leafs 
are, and at the same time confident and concerned about where they’re 
going. 

Where are they: Sitting quite comfortably in a playoff spot with a 29-10-3 
record heading into the NHL all-star break. That’s third place in the 

Atlantic Division based on points (61), second on points percentage 
(.726). 

“I’m really excited with where we’re at and what we’ve done,” said Keefe. 
“We’re playing .700 hockey with lots of room to grow.” 

Where have they grown? In coachspeak, it’s consistency, commitment, a 
well-rounded game. More games like Tuesday night’s 7-1 win over New 
Jersey would be the ticket. Fewer blown leads or early deficits — the 
hallmark of most of their January games. 

“You’re seeking perfection,” says Keefe. “That’s what you’re pursuing 
every day here. You’re trying to get as good as you possibly can. You’ll 
never get to perfect, but that’s what you’re seeking to do. Just try to put 
together those types of games. 

“And certainly for us, while we’re seeking perfection, we’re focusing on 
consistency.” 

The problem with having games in hand is that they all have to be 
played. So the Leafs will be busier than Florida and Tampa — the teams 
they’re chasing — through the second half of the season. Once the all-
star break passes, the Leafs will play 11 games in 22 nights starting 
Monday, when the Carolina Hurricanes pay a visit. 

Thus the message to his players: “I hope they rest and hope they enjoy 
themselves and come back refreshed.” 

Here’s a report card on the Leafs at the midway point of the season. 

A+ 

Auston Matthews He truly has become everything predicted for him when 
he was drafted first overall in 2016. He’s a goal-scoring threat just about 
every shift, a power forward who is hard to contain, and his play in his 
own zone is underappreciated. 

A+ 

Mitch Marner Recency bias, maybe, or COVID-19 gave him 
superpowers. He’s scored in seven straight games since returning to the 
lineup with 16 points in that time. Yes, it was an un-Marner-like start to 
the season. That can all be forgotten in April. And May. And maybe 
June? 

A+ 

Morgan Rielly Got the big contract extension, and perhaps got even 
better: more consistent, more reliable, more engaged. Just more 
everything all-around. 

A 

Jack Campbell The all-star a hiccup recently, which drops him down a 
notch, but overall his goaltending has been spectacular. He’s a battler — 
he takes goals against hard — but his focus never wavers. 

A 

William Nylander The trade-him crowd has been silenced. His contract is 
now a bargain relative to his all-around play. Still prone to taking a shift or 
two off. 

A 

John Tavares Carries the C well. Continues to perform at an elite level. 
His physical play and the way he gets and protects the puck is 
underrated. He’s content taking a back seat to Matthews on offence. 

A 

T.J. Brodie Did you notice what he did? Didn’t think so. No one ever talks 
about him. If it’s possible to play mistake-free defence, he’d be the guy. A 
stable, smart partner for Rielly. 

A 
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Michael Bunting There was this other player, Zach something or other. 
Anyway, Bunting made Leafs fans forget, and he’s doing more than just 
riding the coattails of Matthews and Marner. 

B+ 

Alex Kerfoot Doesn’t produce the offence of the rest of the top six 
forwards, but can slide into any role and perform. Every team could use a 
few players like him. 

B+ 

David Kämpf His stated goal is to shut down the other team’s top players. 
At the break he’s a plus player (plus 7) despite starting 87 per cent of his 
shifts in the defensive zone. So, mission accomplished. 

B 

Ondrej Kaše The Leafs definitely talked up his skill level when they 
signed him, and he has shown signs that can be a top-six forward when 
needed. This is the healthiest he’s been in three seasons. 

B 

Pierre Engvall Has made strides with consistency. A valued player in a 
defensive role, with the ability to score now and then. He’s the Kerfoot of 
the bottom six. 

B 

Ilya Mikheyev Almost didn’t want to rate him because the sample size 
has been so small because of injury, but he makes an impact every time 
he’s on the ice. Some team will show him the money in free agency. 

C 

Jason Spezza A great start, but tailed off until this week’s games against 
New Jersey. It hasn’t helped that the makeup of the fourth line is 
continually changing. Still loves the game at 38. 

C 

Wayne Simmonds Terrific in moments, but not as consistent as he’d like. 

C 

Jake Muzzin Here’s hoping he gets past the concussion. He seemed to 
be turning his year around just when it hit. 

C 

Justin Holl A rough start to the season, but the blueliner coming around 
nicely. Creates chaos when he joins the rush. 

C- 

Travis Dermott His usage seems to be regressing. There should be a lot 
more to his game. 

C- 

Timothy Liljegren Not flashy, but confident. Moved up the depth chart and 
seems to play a solid enough game. There are moments of indecision. 

C- 

Rasmus Sandin Thrives in protected minutes. Nothing wrong with that, 
per se — that helps build confidence — but he’s going to have to take a 
defensive step forward. 

D 

Petr Mrázek Injuries got in the way, but it’s fair to say the Leafs expected 
a lot more. Needs a big second half to justify his contract, with two years 
remaining. With Campbell a pending free agent, Mrázek could well be the 
goalie of the future. 

F 

Nick Ritchie Another year left at $2.5 million (U.S.) and has already 
cleared waivers once. A tough year (one goal). 

C 

Taxi squad/Marlies Goalie Joseph Woll has been the biggest contributor 
with three wins in four games, and forward Kyle Clifford adds some grit 
when he plays. Joey Anderson, Brett Seney, Alex Steeves, Carl 
Dalhstrom and Alex Biega were able to contribute in small roles when 
called upon, but it feels like a bit more depth will be needed for the 
playoffs. 
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NHL Notebook: Players, coaches welcome league’s latest COVID-19 
protocols 

 

By Gemma Karstens-Smith The Canadian Press 

Wed., Feb. 2, 2022 

 

Morning nasal swabs have been routine for NHL players in recent 
months — and it’s a regime many are eager to leave behind. 

The league updated its COVID-19 protocol on Monday, dropping daily 
testing requirements for fully vaccinated players, citing a “declining 
positivity rate.” 

Vancouver Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau said the change is long 
overdue. 

“I’m glad they’re doing what they’re doing,” he said. “If the guy is sick and 
you can tell he’s sick, absolutely test him, make sure he stays away from 
the players and everything else. But if you’re not sick and you have no 
symptoms, I think everybody concerned would be very happy that we just 
go on with life and not have to test.” 

Virtually every NHL team has been hit by COVID-19 this season, forcing 
the league to postpone 104 games. 

Late last month, the Canucks saw their top three goaltenders, three 
forwards and two assistant coaches simultaneously sidelined by the 
virus. The last five Vancouver players to enter the league’s protocol were 
all asymptomatic, Boudreau said. 

“We lost five good players for it seems like not really any apparent 
reason,” he said. 

For athletes on Canadian teams, away games have added an extra layer 
of complication. 

Several players who tested positive on cross-border road trips were 
forced to stay behind in the U.S. as they waited out the 10 days required 
before re-entering Canada. 

“Guys are sometimes holding their breath just hoping they can get 
home,“ said Vancouver defenceman Luke Schenn. ”Sometimes you’re on 
a 10-day trip and you haven’t seen your wife and your kids in a while and 
on that last day, you’re just trying not to get a positive test, whether you 
feel anything or not. Guys just want to get back and see their families.“ 

It’s tough to lose your guys when they’re feeling fine, said Dave Lowry, 
interim coach of the Winnipeg Jets, and the latest changes should help 
take some of the guess work out of setting lineups. 

“It’s really hard to be told you can’t come to work when you’re not feeling 
anything and you’re positive,“ he said. ”So from that standpoint, I think it 
puts a sense of relief in that you’re not getting tested every day.“ 
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The league’s latest protocol recommends players receive booster 
vaccines as they become available and updates the mask policy, 
“strongly” recommending the use of N95 or KN95 masks while prohibiting 
the use of cloth masks. 

Players, coaches and staff are encouraged to reduce their interactions 
with the community as much as possible and avoid indoor drinking or 
dining in a restaurant or bar, unless in a private room or cordoned-off 
area. 

The latest protocol are “a breath of fresh air,” said Jets defenceman 
Brendan Dillon. 

“Ultimately, we want everyone to be safe, we want everyone to feel 
comfortable,“ he said. ”And I think we’re accomplishing that still with 
these new rules.” 

Don’t expect Tim Stutzle to net a Gordie Howe hat trick any time soon. 

The 20-year-old Senators left-winger came close on Monday, dropping 
the gloves with William Lagesson late in the third period and returning to 
score the overtime winner as Ottawa edged the Edmonton Oilers 3-2. 

It was a dominant performance, but coach D.J. Smith was quick to note 
he doesn’t want his young star becoming a bruiser. 

“Let’s be clear: we don’t want Timmy fighting ever,“ Smith said. ”He gets 
in a fight, comes back, does what he does. We’ve got a real hockey 
player on our hands.” 

The third overall pick in the 2020 NHL draft, Stutzle’s better known for 
filling the net than scrapping, piling up 21 points (eight goals, 13 assists) 
in 39 games this season. 

Stutzle said he was probably about 15 years old and wearing a full visor 
the last time he fought. This time, the experience left him with a gash that 
required four or five stitches. 

The six-foot, 190-pound forward admitted taking on the six-foot-two, 207-
pound Lagesson may not have been wise. 

“Maybe a little bit stupid to go out and fight, especially that late in the 
game. I don’t know,” Stutzle said. “I kind of got a little bit aggressive there 
and I tried to stand up for myself. I think it got the team going a little bit 
more there.” 

The Colorado Avalanche kicked off 2022 in spectacular fashion, going 
15-0-1 across the month of January. 

The lone loss came on Jan. 11 when the Predators took a 5-4 overtime 
win in Nashville. 

Coach Jared Bednar said the Avs played with consistency throughout the 
month and found different ways to win. 

“Amazing job by our guys,“ he said. ”It wasn’t a perfect month but 
January is often a tough month, these middle months of the season. But 
we got performances from the guys we needed to.” 

The Avs’ impressive 10-game win streak was snapped by an unlikely foe 
Tuesday night when the struggling Arizona Coyotes topped Colorado 3-2 
in a shootout. It was the Avs’ first home loss since Nov. 11. 
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Leafs' Matthews ready to go 'outside the box' on all-star weekend 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Feb 02, 2022  

 

Auston Matthews does things on the ice in the National Hockey League 
that few others can. 

So it was only natural that the Maple Leafs star was anticipating dipping 
his toe into something different this weekend in Las Vegas. 

As part of the all-star skills competition on Friday night, Matthews 
assumed he would be taking part in the fountain faceoff at the iconic 
Bellagio Fountains. 

As outlined by the NHL, participants will be taken by boat to the shooting 
area and will be required to shoot pucks into five targets in the least 
amount of time. Fountain spray and breeze off the Vegas strip will add to 
the challenge. 

“I don’t really have a whole lot of information, but I think it’s cool to go 
outside the box and try new things and go from there,” Matthews said on 
Tuesday night after the Leafs beat the New Jersey Devils to enter the 
break on a five-game winning streak. 

“Hopefully it works out and  it should be a lot of fun. I think it’s great.” 

Considering his accuracy and ability to score from anywhere in the 
offensive zone (or from the defensive zone, as he did into an empty net 
against the Devils on Monday), we would bet on Matthews as the 
favourite to win the event. 

For goalie Jack Campbell, the all-star game will mark his first such 
experience in the NHL. He was looking forward to having a couple of 
specific conversations. 

“Dylan Larkin (of the Detroit Red Wings) and I played at the world 
championship together alone a long time ago,” Campbell said. “He’s a 
great guy and I haven’t seen him in person in a little while. 

“And (Tampa Bay Lightning goalie) Andrei Vasilevskiy, has been 
unbelievable since he’s been in the league. I’m just excited to share a 
dressing room and learn from him a little bit.” 

BREAK UP THE LINE 

As much as the break will bring some rest before the Leafs’ schedule 
goes into overdrive, Mitch Marner said the timing of it was “unfortunate” 
for his line. 

No kidding. 

Marner has 16 points in seven games since returning to the lineup from a 
stint in COVID-19 protocol. 

Matthews has 13 points in the past seven games, and Michael Bunting 
has seven points, including six goals. 

After coach Sheldon Keefe reverted to his optimal look at forward prior to 
the back-to-back set against the New Jersey, the line of Matthews 
between Bunting and Marner had 15 points in the two games. 

“It is a little unfortunate, with the heater our line is on, but it’s good to 
enjoy these breaks and we’re definitely going to do that,” Marner said. 

There’s a tenacity from the three that the opposition has not been able to 
match, a factor that has not been limited to just the past two games. 

Bunting is one of the best bargains in the NHL with an annual average 
value of $950,000 US, which is what he is going to cost against the 
salary cap next season as well. In 42 games, Bunting has 29 points; 
combine that with his relentless manner on each shift, and the group that 
laments the loss of Zach Hyman in free agency last summer is growing 
smaller by the day. 

Said Keefe of the trio: “They’re very much on the same page. They’re 
moving well with and without the puck to get available for each other and 
to find each other. They have lots of drive, and you take all those things 
and combine them with the elite skill that they have, they are a hard 
group to handle.” 
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When the Leafs play host to the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday in their 
first game following the break, Marner will put a seven-game goal streak 
on the line. Only three Leafs — John Anderson (10 games in 1984-85), 
Lorne Carr (nine games in 1943-44) and Darryl Sittler (nine games in 
1977-78) — have had a longer goal streak in team history. 

“He’s so deceptive,” Matthews said. “When he has the puck, I think a lot 
of people anticipate him to pass. He has a great shot. He might need to 
get a little more juice on it, but he’s really accurate.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Keefe will do a bit of work before the Leafs return to practice on Sunday, 
but had something more important in mind. “I’m going to take time and be 
with my wife and kids,” Keefe said. “Our schedule is going to heat up and 
it’s going to feel different than what we’ve had in the last six weeks or so. 
This break is important for everybody to connect with family, enjoy that 
time, get some rest, have a little bit of fun.” … At the other end from the 
Matthews group is a drop in production from captain John Tavares and 
William Nylander. Tavares has six points in his past 10 games, and 
Nylander has five in his past 10. Neither registered a point in either 
victory against the Devils … The Leafs are 3-4-0 in the second game of 
back-to-back sets. They have six back-to-backs remaining … Matthews 
is the first Leafs player to start his NHL career with six consecutive 50-
point seasons. He is one goal shy of starting his career with six 30-goal 
seasons in a row. 
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How soon before Rasmus Sandin is ready for a full-time role in the Maple 
Leafs top four? 

 

By Jonas Siegel  

Feb 2, 2022   

 

When the Maple Leafs needed to promote a defenceman at their most 
perilous moment last season — with Jake Muzzin injured in Game 7 
against Montreal — they turned to Travis Dermott. 

Less than eight months later, with Muzzin out again, this time in the 
regular season, the Leafs went in a different direction. This time, they 
called on their most promising young defenceman, Rasmus Sandin. 

The decision spoke as much to Sandin’s impressive start to the season 
as it did to the decline in Dermott’s status. 

Sandin spent the final six games before the All-Star break on the Leafs 
second pair, playing some of the biggest, hardest minutes of his young 
NHL career, including a career-high 23 minutes last week against 
Anaheim. 

After a rocky start, Sandin looked more at home in increasingly 
challenging terrain, if still adjusting to all that it demands. All of which 
raises the bigger picture question: When can the Leafs expect Sandin, 
who turns 22 next month, to be ready for a full-time role in their top four? 
And what will that eventuality mean for the rest of the blue line? 

Defending tactics 

Sandin has come a long way in a short time since that Montreal series, 
particularly Game 5 when he was exposed on two goals against in just 
six minutes of ice time from the third pair. 

Sandin is still among the youngest defencemen in the league today — 
the eighth youngest, in fact, among those who’ve played at least 20 

games this season. The 21-year-old is also among the lightest as well — 
at 178 pounds. 

He’s made strides nonetheless as a defender — surgical, at times, in his 
positioning, clever with angles and T.J. Brodie-like stickwork, and more 
physical than you might expect. The kind of hints that suggest an 
expanded role is something he’ll be able to handle one day soon. 

“He doesn’t have the leverage or the strength to be able to compete 
against some of the bigger people,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said of 
Sandin at one point this season. “But it doesn’t mean that he can’t time it 
well, or get in with a good stick, or use his body to stop progression.” 

While Muzzin, his much larger teammate, had the bulk to “push guys 
around … for me it’s more about being in the right position and using my 
stick,” Sandin told The Athletic’s Josh Kloke earlier this season. 

Early last month against Edmonton, Sandin expertly stood up a much 
larger opponent, 6-foot-3, 211-pound Oilers forward Brendan Perlini, and 
won the puck back for the Leafs: 

Sandin has taken only one penalty all season. 

He’s been outmuscled the odd time. 

During his first game in the top four last month, Sandin did everything he 
possibly could to outmaneuver Rangers heavyweight Ryan Reaves for a 
puck around the Leafs’ net. Reaves, at 6-foot-2, 225 pounds, was just too 
powerful, winning the puck and then a shot past Jack Campbell. 

That night, in mid-January at MSG against an emerging Rangers team, 
was a rough one for Sandin and fellow rookie Timothy Liljegren. It was a 
lesson in how taxing top-four duties can be and an important step in the 
“development path” in Keefe’s estimation. 

“It was a little bit different in the beginning,” Sandin said of the increased 
responsibility he’s seen in recent weeks with Muzzin sidelined by a 
concussion. “When you’re playing against (the) bottom two lines, it’s a 
different type of game … They know their role, get the puck deep and 
work from there. So, for us, it’s more about going back for pucks, break it 
out, and try to join the rush a little bit. Top two lines, they want to hold the 
puck a little bit more, they’re a little bit more skilled.” 

In other words, the game changes for a defender in the top four. 

The job is as much, if not more, about countering speed and skill, and the 
chaos it brings, than it is a purely physical conquest. It demands a faster 
processing speed. It’s that dimension, or lack thereof, that’s arguably 
kept Dermott from establishing himself higher in the lineup. 

Sandin seems to stay cool when the game speeds up around him, which 
bodes well for his top-four potential. There’s a calmness and confidence 
about him, a fearlessness, a sense that he won’t panic under pressure. 

The other thing about Sandin: He’ll put his body, even if it’s on the 
smaller side for an NHL defenceman, to work when the moment presents 
itself. Sandin believes every hit should have a “purpose.” After he laid out 
Evgeni Dadonov in Vegas last month, Sandin explained what was most 
important to him about the collision: “They didn’t get the zone entry there, 
so it worked out pretty well.” 

Keefe said physicality is an underrated part of Sandin’s game, though it’s 
always been there for those watching closely. 

Sandin ranks just outside the top 50 NHL defencemen in hit rate, just 
about even with the more rugged Muzzin. 

“If you’re gonna be a little undersized,” Keefe said, “you need to be very 
physical, very competitive, and fearless if you’re gonna succeed in the 
league — and he has that. It’s what gives him the chance to play as a 
young guy.” 

The top-four challenge 

Sandin’s underlying defensive numbers are all tidy enough. The Leafs 
have won 61 percent of the expected goals when he’s on the ice. 
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That suggests he might be capable of thriving with more responsibility. 

Competition and deployment matter. Dermott had shiny (if not quite this 
shiny) numbers too in earlier seasons. Only 22 percent of Sandin’s 
minutes so far have come against elite competition. 

Playing in the top four means much more of that. The work is unrelenting. 

“You have to be that much more efficient in your game,” Keefe explained. 
“Generally you’re playing against better players more often.” 

As a third-pairing defenceman, Sandin might see action against the stars 
here and there — on the road, say, when Keefe has less control over the 
matchups. Play in the top four though and there’s a stud to contend with 
almost every shift, “so when you make any mistake they have the ability 
to capitalize on that and make you look bad,” Keefe said. 

“At the same time, when you’re not playing an efficient game, you have 
to run around more, you have to chase the puck more, you have to 
defend more — and those are hard minutes.” 

In short, both the quantity and quality of minutes rises. “Every mistake 
makes the minutes harder and harder,” the Leafs coach said. 

“The demand physically is a lot, and that gets compounded by the fact 
that you’re playing against good players, that you make a mistake and 
they make it hard on you and you get chasing it.” 

Rasmus Sandin has averaged 16:54 of ice time per game. (Rick 
Osentoski / USA Today) 

Sandin has got a taste of that dynamic in recent weeks. He spent much 
of the Leafs’ recent two-game set against the Devils successfully chasing 
around Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt. Things went smooth, for the most 
part, over his four games alongside veteran Justin Holl. 

The Leafs outscored teams 6-1 in their 63 minutes, winning over 62 
percent of the expected goals. 

“I think Sandy has been really good, an easy guy to play with,” Holl said 
this week. “I can’t say enough good things about the way he’s been 
playing.” 

Special skills 

The other, more intriguing part about Sandin’s game (and future) is the 
dynamic he brings on offence. 

Shortly after the Leafs signed Morgan Rielly to an eight-year extension 
earlier this season, GM Kyle Dubas said the team was “hopeful that 
Rasmus can continue to develop and they can complement one another 
in those roles, because we can’t just have one guy (driving the offence 
from the back end). 

“We need multiple players to play in that style,” Dubas said. “So our hope 
is that the two of them will grow together and form that element on our 
back end and roll from there.” 

Though his production to this point doesn’t exactly pop to this point (eight 
five-on-five points in 36 games and 10 points overall), the glimmers of his 
ability and potential aren’t hard to spot. It’s in the way he scans the ice 
and unlocks opportunities. 

A pass like that is pretty audacious for anyone, let alone a rookie: 

Already, Sandin has shown he can prime the offence. His minutes with 
Auston Matthews have been particularly one-sided (70 percent expected 
goals). He’s smooth walking the offensive blue line under pressure. At 
one point against the Devils on Monday night, Sandin dodged a forward 
rushing his way inside the blue, dished the puck off and then took off 
deeper into the zone. 

He’s shown a knack for jumpstarting the attack, slippery but still poised 
on the breakout. 

“There’s times where it’d be easy to just throw the puck away or try to get 
it out of the zone,” Brodie observed of Sandin. “He’s got the ability to spin 

off checks and find guys in the middle or make those plays. It’s 
something you can’t really teach.” 

The Leafs generate more of everything offensively with Sandin on the ice 
— shots, chances, expected goals, high-danger shot attempts. Sandin, in 
fact, ranks among the league leaders on the back end in those 
departments. 

A regular role in the top four means more opportunity for him to go to 
work that way, to cook more with Matthews, William Nylander, and Mitch 
Marner, to power the Leafs offence alongside Rielly. 

That’s undoubtedly a good thing for the Leafs. 

Outlook 

It wasn’t until his third NHL season that Rielly became a full-timer in the 
Leafs’ top four, Mike Babcock’s No. 1-in-training during the 2015-16 
season. 

That was for a 30th place team. 

The Leafs of today are competing for a Stanley Cup. 

The considerations are different that way. The Leafs can only promote 
Sandin when he’s actually ready. 

The sample size of his recent spin in the top four is too small to make all 
that much of. There’s enough going on overall this season though to 
think that Sandin isn’t far off from being ready for that kind of 
responsibility. 

Next season doesn’t feel like a stretch at this point. 

The Leafs will have to prepare for the possibility and determine what it 
means specifically for Muzzin — the team’s No. 2 defender on the left 
side after Rielly. They could decide to keep Muzzin and slide Sandin over 
to the off side, a la Brodie. They could also scale Muzzin’s minutes back 
and have him eat only the slimiest defensive minutes. Alternatively, they 
could move on from Muzzin and his $5.625 million cap hit because of 
Sandin’s readiness for more and/or more pronounced fears of decline. 

So much, obviously, is still to be determined. 

Sandin will have to continue to prove himself over the second half of his 
first 82-game regular season in the NHL. More crucial than that will be 
his performance in the playoffs. Sandin will tell the Leafs what he’s ready 
for in how he performs. 

It’s not been talked about much at all, but Sandin will need a new 
contract after this season. The Leafs could go the bridge route, or, more 
interestingly, they could make a big bet on his future. 

Samuel Girard, another smallish but more than capable defender, drew 
seven years, and a $5 million cap hit, from Colorado on his second NHL 
contract. Something along those lines feels aggressive for Sandin at this 
point. Girard had much more experience when he signed the deal for one 
thing. Still, the Leafs could see enough in the months to come to believe 
that Sandin is worthy — already — of a longer-term commitment. They 
could make a pitch for value in locking their Swedish cornerstone up that 
way. 

A deal like that would necessitate other moves — dealing Muzzin 
perhaps. It would also cement their belief in Sandin’s ability to play in the 
top four next fall. 

It might be worth considering. 
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Ray Ferraro, a son’s career-long grind, and the Olympic ‘lightning bolt’ 
that makes it all worthwhile 

 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald  

Feb 2, 2022  

  

Ray Ferraro volunteered a confession. The retired NHL forward, now 
working as an analyst with ESPN in the U.S. (and with TSN in Canada), 
is scheduled to work a game between the Seattle Kraken and the 
Anaheim Ducks on a Friday night later this month. 

The game will have his undivided attention for approximately one hour. 

After that, one eye will be on the ice, and the other will almost certainly 
be on the computer screen that will accompany him into the arena. His 
body will be in Southern California, but every other part of him will be in 
Beijing, watching his son Landon and his Canadian hockey teammates 
play Team USA at the Olympics. 

“If you’re listening for astute observation,” Ferraro admitted, “you might 
get it from the wrong game.” 

Landon Ferraro was a second-round pick in the 2009 NHL Draft, taken 
only 31 spots behind the first overall selection, John Tavares. It took him 
almost five years to make his big-league debut, and he held on for 
another 76 regular-season games before his career took him overseas. 

It was the injuries, and his father listed the worst of them: Hip surgery, on 
both sides, and knee injuries, including what amounted to a total 
reconstruction. (“Basically, his whole lower half,” said Ray.) 

In December, when the NHL announced it was withdrawing from Beijing, 
it created opportunity for a tapestry of young prospects and ancient 
veterans. It also rewarded players who had lost their spot with the NHL 
but not their desire to rebound from whatever might have knocked them 
off course. 

Landon Ferraro fell into that last category. He was with the team in 
Davos, Switzerland, this week, and will play in Beijing with both the aged 
(Eric Staal, 37; Daniel Winnik, 36) and the emergent (Mason McTavish, 
19; Owen Power, 19). 

“I’m just so happy to watch him play,” said Ray. “I love that he’s enjoying 
the game again.” 

Gord Miller is a play-by-play announcer at TSN who has worked with 
Ferraro for years, a journey that has taken them across the hockey 
universe and created an arsenal of travel anecdotes that should fill an 
entire book. One of those stories involves Landon, and a trip to New 
York. 

Miller and Ferraro were covering a playoff series, but Landon was playing 
with Canada in the under-18 world hockey championships, in Fargo, N.D. 
According to his travel partner, Ferraro was unable to find a functioning 
stream to watch the game. 

“He came to my room and watched it on my laptop,” said Miller. 

Darren Dreger, the TSN hockey analyst, can remember nights when 
Landon Ferraro was playing in the Western Hockey League while his 
father was in studio for the network’s NHL coverage. 

“We’d be on set doing games in Toronto,” Dreger said with a laugh, 
“while he’s watching Landon play.” 

Ray Ferraro lives in Vancouver with his wife, Cammi Granato — the U.S. 
Olympic hero and member of the Hockey Hall of Fame — and their two 
sons, Riley and Reese. 

“He jumps through hoops,” said Dreger, who also hosts a podcast with 
Ferraro. “He takes crazy flights, he does all these things just so he can 

get home to take Riley to a soccer practice, or make sure he’s there for a 
game.” 

And no matter the time difference, he will be awake to watch Landon 
compete in Beijing. (Landon and his older brother, Matt, 33, are Ferraro’s 
sons from a previous marriage.) 

“(Landon’s) journey is one of real perseverance through a lot of injuries,” 
said Miller. “I think it’s hard when someone in hockey tells you that you’re 
not good enough, but it’s even harder when you don’t get a real chance 
because you’re not healthy.” 

Landon Ferraro has been fielding questions about his father since 
childhood. Ray Ferraro played in the NHL for 18 seasons, a career than 
included 898 points over 1,258 regular-season games. In retirement, he 
became one of the most respected television colour analysts in the sport, 
as well as lending his voice to the popular EA Sports video game series. 

“It’s just something that’s brought me and my dad closer and closer,” 
Landon said in a Zoom call from Davos. “Any question I’ve had, he’s 
always been able to answer and kind of give me some insight. Goes off 
the rails a little bit if it gets onto the PK or blocking shots. 

“He avoided that at all costs.” 

He smiled. 

Landon Ferraro began his minor hockey career in Atlanta, where his 
father had played for the franchise that would eventually become the 
Winnipeg Jets. He moved to the Lower Mainland, in B.C., where the 
minor hockey landscape provided both a culture shock and an elevated 
level of competition. 

He would go on to spend parts of four seasons with the Red Deer 
Rebels, and then one with the Everett Silvertips, before moving into the 
professional ranks. The Detroit Red Wings drafted him 32nd overall in 
2009 but eventually placed him on waivers after just 17 games across 
three seasons. 

The Bruins picked him up, and he made his Boston debut against the 
Maple Leafs. It was in Toronto, and TSN carried the broadcast, which 
meant his father was working between the benches as an analyst. After 
the first period, the father got to interview the son on air. (“For the first 
time, we think, in hockey history, or at least hockey television history,” 
TSN host James Duthie said while introducing the segment, “the analyst 
Ray Ferraro interviewing the son, Landon Ferraro.”) 

After Hockey Canada made its roster decision for the Olympic team, the 
son got to tell his father over a FaceTime call from Germany, where he is 
playing professionally, in Cologne. 

“Obviously, he knows everything I’ve been through,” he said. “I’ve had a 
ton of injuries, and I didn’t know if I’d be able to keep playing anymore. I 
kind of put in all the work and saw all the doctors and got everything 
figured out to where the body feels pretty good and, hopefully, I can play 
five or six more years.” 

Ray Ferraro said he knew the moment the FaceTime call connected. He 
could see the look in his son’s face. It was the best day, he said, noting 
he probably told his wife a version of the same sentence more than 20 
times that day: “Landon’s going to the Olympics.” 

Ray never made it to the Olympics as a player, but Granato has deep 
ties to the Games. She was a star with the U.S. team, winning gold when 
hockey debuted as a medal sport for women, at the 1998 Games in 
Nagano, and earning silver four years later, in Salt Lake City. 

Ray Ferraro continued to relay news from his son’s adventures with the 
national team. He told Granato the everyday stories of team meals and of 
bonding experiences with new teammates. 

“She just started to cry,” said Ray. “She’s like, ‘I’m so happy for him.’” 

Long before the roster was announced, Ray turned down a chance to 
cover the Games. (As it turned out, both NBC and the CBC decided not 
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to send play-by-play crews to Beijing, citing concerns around COVID-19 
and the host country’s policies.) 

With his son on the roster, it was probably for the best, he said. Now, he 
just gets to watch him play. 

“It’s about a kid who pursued his dream — which was to play in the NHL 
— and then got taken down a different road, but he just found a way to 
grind and stay in the game, and find enjoyment again,” said the father. 
“This lightning bolt makes it all seem worthwhile.” 
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One-on-one with Senators general manager Pierre Dorion 
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The Ottawa Senators headed their separate ways for the all-star break 
Wednesday but general manager Pierre Dorion was back in his office 
getting ready for the second-half of the season. 

Dorion will be out this weekend seeing junior prospects the club 
discussed in scouting meetings that wrapped up Tuesday at the 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

The Senators will hit the midway point Monday against the New Jersey 
Devils and it’s understatement to say this club has had its share of 
adversity _ including two bouts with COVID-19 and injuries. 

In a wide-ranging conversation with the Postmedia Senators’ panel 
Wednesday, Dorion talked about his thoughts on the first half, he 
updated us on injuries, his thoughts on young players and the trade 
deadline approach: 

ON THE FIRST HALF 

The first 20 games were a rollercoaster ride with 14 games postponed 
and rescheduled. The club has played much better in the last 20 since a 
6-0 loss to the Vancouver Canucks Dec. 1. 

Dorion has been pleased with the work done by coach D.J. Smith and his 
staff because the club is competitive every night. 

“We had really good points and we had really low points,” Dorion said. 
“We’ve played hard most nights, we’ve seen the continued development 
of some our younger stars on the right path and we’ve seen some 
entertaining hockey.” 

If adversity makes you stronger then the Senators dealt with plenty 
during two waves of the virus. The first was the Delta variant and, as a 
result, the club went 1-10-1 during November. 

“It was tough for our guys,” Dorion said. “You look back on it and you 
knew on Nov. 4 when we played Vegas and it was the first time in three 
years, I’ve seen a D.J. Smith team that flat. I should have known then 
and there something was wrong. Us and the Islanders are two teams that 
had to play through that wave. 

“It really affected a lot of players having to play through that variant. 
Obviously, the Omicron variant isn’t close to the Delta variant. It’s not 
something you can prepare for but it’s allowed to us see the depth of 
some of our young players.” 

Dorion added:”We’ve shown a lot of resilience … We’ve had a good 
record, we’ve lost some key guys as of late, but guys are stepping up. 
Our work ethic and compete level is always there.” 

ON GOALTENDING 

Matt Murray had his struggles to start the year and went winless in six 
games. 

He was sent to Belleville in late-November and in the last month has 
been the club’s best players. The 27-year-old Murray looks like the goalie 
the club wanted to see when it acquired him from Pittsburgh. 

“All the credit goes to Matt Murray,” Dorion said. “He went down to 
Belleville, he was a pro like you wouldn’t believe and he came back up 
here and we can’t do anything about the Toronto game (a 6-0 loss on 
Jan. 1) because we left him by himself. He hasn’t lost a game in 
regulation since then. 

“He’s a big part of our wins and may be the biggest part of our recent 
success. Kudos to Matt Murray since he came back from Belleville. 
Sometimes you have to do things to shake things up a bit. This was my 
call and I was very up front with Matt. I made the decision we needed to 
do something, but as a true pro Matt has bounced back and played great 
hockey for us.” 

ON NORRIS AND WHITE INJURIES. 

Josh Norris suffered a shoulder injury when he slammed into the boards 
last Thursday against Carolina. Norris is seeking a second opinion from 
the doctor who performed surgery on the shoulder while he was playing 
at the world junior championship in 2019. 

If all goes well, Norris, the club’s leading goal scorer with 18 this season, 
won’t be out long. 

“Right now, it looks positive for Josh Norris. He’s just getting a second 
opinion and we want our players to get a second opinion,” said Dorion. 
“We don’t believe, at this point in time, surgery is needed. From this point 
in time, it’s probably another three or four weeks if he just continues to 
rehab. 

“We’ve been very encouraged by the work he’s put in. His range of 
motion and strength are very close to where they should be and we hope 
that surgery isn’t needed. Josh really wants to play but whatever decision 
he and the doctors make we’ll support 100%.” 

As for Colin White, he’s been out since camp after shoulder surgery. He 
has resumed skating and could play later this month. 

“We’re targeting Feb. 26th but that’s fluid,” said Dorion. “With an injury of 
this magnitude, we’ve got to make sure the surgeon will okay it, the 
strength has to be at 100% and there’s got to be a minimum of one week 
of contact in practice. 

“We’re looking at the end of February or early-March. We’re looking 
forward to having him back.” 

ON BATHERSON AND PINTO 

Drake Batherson will be out at least two months with a high ankle sprain 
suffered last week but Dorion remains hopeful we’ll see him again this 
season. 

“You feel bad for him. He was our best player this year,” said Dorion. “We 
miss him when he’s not in the lineup. He could be back in April. It’s a 10-
to-12-week injury but if he’s back you won’t see him at 100% until next 
season. 

“Anyone who’s had a high ankle sprain you know how bothersome they 
are and how much time it takes to heal. It’s almost better to break your 
ankle than have a high ankle sprain.” 

As for Shane Pinto, who also had shoulder surgery, he’ll get a further 
examination in mid-March and the club will have a better idea then on 
whether he’ll get back late in the season. 

ON SOPHOMORE TIM STUETZLE 
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With eight goals and 21 points in 39 games, the 20-year-old Stuetzle 
continues to progress. He has moved to centre with injuries to Norris, 
Pinto and White and Stuetzle’s game has shown maturity. 

“He’s a character kid,” Dorion said. “He’s someone that wants to win and 
he doesn’t take nights off. He’s a dynamic offensive player, he’s always 
pushing the pace. For us to put him at centre, you lose a bit of your 
offensive game to start off, but he’s definitely someone where we’ve seen 
great progress. 

“He’s taken his game to the next level. With Josh being out, he’s facing 
the best checking line on the road. We forget he’s 20-years-old and he’s 
playing against men. We put these young kids on pedestals and we’ve 
just got to be patient with them because they’re not quite there yet.” 

ON TRADE DEADLINE APPROACH 

The Senators have seven unrestricted free agents. 

That list includes forwards Chris Tierney, Zach Sanford, Nick Paul, Tyler 
Ennis and Scott Sabourin along with defenceman Josh Brown and 
backup goalie Anton Forsberg 

In some cases, decisions will be made after the deadline March 21. 

“If some pending UFA’s have signed we might look to move them,” 
Dorion said. “There could be some pending UFA’s that we look to sign 
after the deadline because the deadline isn’t a time you can make a lot of 
hockey trades but a lot of my conversations with other GM’s have been 
about hockey trades and not just rentals. We’re always looking at 
improving our team. 

“I don’t think there’ll be anything major unless a real hockey trade comes 
about but I do think there will be a lot of things on the table.” 

A big decision that has to be made is Forsberg. A team looking for depth 
may call and Dorion isn’t sure if Filip Gustavsson is ready to step in next 
year. 

“It’s always based on performance,” Dorion said. “Gus last year until his 
last three starts was the guy that performed the best. I haven’t liked his 
last three starts with us. He’s got to perform in Belleville, he’ll have to 
perform in camp. 

“We’re going to look at these situations. If we don’t trade Anton Forsberg, 
it doesn’t mean we’re going to sign him or not re-sign him. It could be 
best to keep Anton so Filip gets as many starts in Belleville as he can in 
the second. It’s all things we discuss internally because if a guy’s going 
to be a backup next year you want to make sure he gets as much games 
as possible.” 

ON NICK PAUL 

The club wants to keep Paul and discussions will continue with his 
Toronto-based agent Paul Caprizzano along with Phil LeCavalier. 

“Those will probably be the guys we talk to,” said Dorion. “We’ve got a 
good relationship with Quartexx management and in the upcoming 
weeks we’ll probably have discussions.” 

But Paul will have to fit in the club’s salary structure. 

“We have a lot of offensive players that we have to sign,” Dorion said. 
“It’s not about dollar amount but it’s about making sure we’ll be cap 
compliant in the next two, three or four years. You always have to think 
about that because some of these guys coming off entry-level deals we 
have to sign to term. 

“That costs cap space and we have to be smart in how we allocate those 
dollars … We’d like to sign Nick Paul and he’d like to stay it’s just making 
sure it can get done.” 

The club did strike one UFA off the books by signing veteran D Nick 
Holden to a one-year extension. That’s been a good deal for this team. 

ON THE SECOND HALF 

The Senators will start with five games in seven days when they face the 
Devils Monday and Hurricanes Tuesday at home. 

Dorion would like to see progress with the club’s special teams — 
including the power play and penalty kill _ but, first and foremost, he’d 
just like to see people back in the Canadian Tire Centre. 

“We’d love to our fans back, and more than 500 people,” said Dorion. 
“Our players feel it. We’re in New York last night and players feed off the 
energy of the fans.” 

Secondly, he’d like to see the club stay healthy. Nikita Zaitsev is closing 
in on a return and Connor Brown will play Monday against the Devils. 

“Please, just no more injuries,” said Dorion. “Whether it’s D.J. or myself, 
just give us a healthy team or 15 or 20 games to see what we can do. 

“On the ice, we want to see the continued growth of our young players. 
We’ve got a lot of hockey in a (short amount) of days. We’ve got to make 
sure that we compete every day. We have to make sure we don’t get 
away from our identity of playing past, being physical and playing the 
right way. 

“For us to be a good team, a team that has aspirations, whether it’s next 
year or the years after being a Cup contending team, we have to limit the 
scoring chances and goals against and that comes from a team concept.” 
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Ottawa Senators general manager Pierre Dorion joins Bruce Garrioch on 
this weeks’ Sens Panel. 

He looks back at the challenges the team has faced so far this season, 
including injuries and two waves of COVID-19 in the team. 

“Obviously,” he said, “us and the Islanders were two teams that had to 
play through that wave that hit us.” It really affected a lot of guys on the 
team but the game must go on, and so it did, and the team was hit with a 
second wave of COVID-19 in January. “But,” said Dorion, “It got us our 
chance to see a lot of our depth come up, a lot of younger guys.” 

Dorion updates us on injured players, including Drake Batherson, Josh 
Norris, Colin White, and Shane Pinto. 

“Colin White,” says Dorion, “we’re targeting Feb. 26, (for a return) but that 
is very fluid.” The 25-year-old forward has been out with an upper body 
injury since October 5. But, said the GM, “we’re looking forward to having 
him back in our line-up.” 

What does Dorion think the team need to do to contend with an erratic 
and hectic schedule coming up? Listen to his thoughts on the incredible 
leadership within the team, whether they are wearing a letter or not. And, 
of course, what is the team going to do with the trade deadline? 

Watch the whole Sens Panel now and check back weekly for new 
episodes. 
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Taylor Hall making net gains since Bruins shuffled lines 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated February 2, 2022, 2:52 p.m. 

 

Not all net-front guys bring the same tools to the job, or fulfill their duties 
in similar fashion. 

Job One, the only thing that truly matters, is finding a way to help the 
puck over the goal line during the power play. 

Taylor Hall, currently the Bruins’ first option around the paint when 
they’re on the advantage, did just that in Tuesday’s 3-2 win over the 
Kraken, but did so with a cross-crease pass from the side of the net 
rather than, say, a tip on the doorstep or a quick-shovel home of a 
rebound. 

“Three different kind of places,” said coach Bruce Cassidy, noting 
multiple instances, including the pass for David Pastrnak’s first goal, in 
which Hall was a legit net-front threat. “But at the end of the day, around 
the net, where he had some different options.” 

Prior to getting moved over to the right half-wall, Brad Marchand had a 
lengthy stay in front, using grit and guile to find ways to gain leverage at 
the doorstep. Long ago, some of the game’s net-front greats were much 
bigger bodies, such as Phil Esposito, Dave Andreychuk and Tim Kerr. 

Hall, 6-foot-1 and upward of 210 pounds, was a superb power-play threat 
with the Devils during his 2017-18 MVP campaign. He did so mainly as a 
puck distributor, usually dishing from the left half-wall, and not as the 
classic man-at-the-doorstep, ready-to-pounce-on-anything net-front guy. 

The Bruins also have Craig Smith and Charlie Coyle as net-front options, 
along with Nick Foligno (likely fit for duty when the Bruins return to action 
Tuesday night vs. the Penguins). Their styles are closer to the standard 
definition: setting screens, tipping shots and passes, converting loose 
pucks and rebounds. 

Hall, who chipped in with an even-strength goal that delivered a 2-0 lead 
in the second, has become a more consistent offensive threat the last 
five weeks, in large part because he was paired Jan. 1 with Erik Haula at 
center and Pastrnak on his opposite wing. 

Since the turn of the calendar, Hall has clicked at nearly a point-per-
game pace, 5-10—15 across 17 games, a substantial uptick from his 5-
9—14 in the 26 games across October, November, and December. For 
the season, he has registered 4-4—8 on the power play. 

“It’s been better for me,” said Hall, acknowledging his improved numbers. 
“Personally, I didn’t love my last five or so games. I feel like I ran into a 
bit of a wall with my game. I couldn’t really get much going. But I have felt 
better since the [December] COVID break, just coming in, playing my 
game, being a little bit more relaxed at the rink and away from the rink 
and it lets me play my best when the chips are down.” 

High on the list of his recent dislikes, noted Hall: being on the ice for two 
goals scored by Dallas Sunday night, and then both of the Kraken 
scores. 

“Those are things I want to get rid of in my game,” he said, “and really be 
a reliable two-way guy for the rest of the year, earn more playing time 
that way, and continue to be a guy offensively that can produce in the 
role I’m in. That’s why I signed here and I believe I have another level I 
can get to as a two-way player and hopefully after the [All-Star] break I 
can continue that.” 

Part of that growth, too, will come from his evolving work at the net front. 

“I’m getting better at tipping pucks at the front of the net,” he said, 
“getting my stick on pucks from [Marchand]. And then I think that I am 

getting a bit more leeway to leave the front of the net and make plays 
from the goal line, which I know I can do. But I know my main focus is to 
be a net-front guy and getting pucks back. I think I can use my speed and 
my size to get pucks back and get them in the hands of the guys that we 
want. I know I can be a guy that adds lot of value to a power play like 
that.” 
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How does the Bruins’ David Pastrnak plan to stay red-hot during the All-
Star break? By flying south 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated February 2, 2022, 12:54 p.m. 

 

David Pastrnak, often a ray of sunshine in the Bruins offense, has a 
team-high 22 goals after potting a pair on the power play in Tuesday’s 3-
2 win over the Kraken. 

It was the second time this season that Pastrnak has delivered a pair on 
the advantage, and he now has 11, half of his total haul, in man-up 
situations. 

The 25-year-old striker has been red-hot in the five weeks leading up to 
this weekend’s NHL All-Star break. Fittingly, he has made vacation plans 
to assure he will not cool off. 

“Not really doing anything different than I was earlier, or in the first half of 
the season,” said Pastrnak, 14-7—21 across the 16 games since Jan. 1. 
“I think it was a little bit [lack of] puck luck earlier, it wasn’t going my way, 
and today was a great example — both shots got a little bit deflected and 
went in. I’m just getting a little bit lucky.” 

Rolling back to the start of the 2019-20 season, the year he tied for the 
league goal-scoring title (48) with Alex Ovechkin, the little-bit-lucky Czech 
right winger has scored 90 goals, behind only Toronto’s Auston Matthews 
(117), Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl (106), and Washington’s Ovechkin 
(101). 

As he left TD Garden Tuesday night for vacation, parked second behind 
Brad Marchand for the club’s scoring lead, Pastrnak planned even 
brighter days in his immediate future. 

“Definitely going to get some sun, some vitamin D, freshen up, heal up 
the body,” he said. “Going down to Florida, I hear Key West is nice. Will 
be nice to get some vitamin D.” 

A little bit of All-Star viewing also will be on the menu for Vitamin David. 

“I usually don’t watch the skills,” he said, referring to the Friday night 
skills competition during All-Star weekend. “But sometimes I turn on the 
3-on-3 on Saturday. I love watching the overtime — I think it’s a great 
rule in the regular season and those are always fun to watch.” 

Long weekend ahead 

The Bruins, including Vegas/All-Star-bound Patrice Bergeron, will not 
convene again until Monday’s workout in Brighton. The Penguins are 
here Tuesday and the Hurricanes on Thursday, and the Bruins will be in 
Ottawa for a Saturday matinee. All three games are makeups for dates 
scrubbed due to COVID concerns in December … Headed into the 
break, the Bruins scored on the power play in 9 of 10 games, going 12 
for 29 (41.4 percent) over that stretch. Pastrnak’s pair boosted their 
season success rate to 26.4, No. 4 in the league. Their 83.2 percent 
power play rating ranked No. 8 through Tuesday night’s games … 
Breakdown of their 12 recent power-play goals: Pastrnak (6), Charlie 
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McAvoy (2), and one each from Hall, Coyle, Bergeron, and Marchand … 
Beginning with Tuesday’s game, the exhaustive Bruins schedule will 
allow for no more than a two-day break, twice this month, four times in 
March and twice in April … The league trade deadline is March 21. Jake 
DeBrusk, with a standing trade request since November, has gone 2-5—
7 with 35 shots on net in his 13 games dating back to Jan. 1. 
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Bruins legend Willie O'Ree's impact will last for many generations to 
come 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

By breaking the league's color barrier in 1958 when the Bruins called him 
up from the minor leagues to play  against the rival Montreal Canadiens, 
O'Ree helped pave the way for many people of color to live out their 
dream of becoming a professional hockey player. 

"I remember being 6 or 7 years old, and I told my parents, 'I want to play 
hockey.' And they said before I could, I had to look up Willie O'Ree," 
Wayne Simmonds, a Toronto Maple Leafs forward, told ESPN's Kristen 
Shilton for a story  

Published in January. 

"They wanted me to know why I was getting this opportunity to even be 
able to play the game. I did a lot of studying about Willie growing up, and 
ever since that, Willie has been my idol. Without him, not only Black 
children, but other BIPOC kids as well, probably wouldn't have had their 
opportunities. Every ethnicity has its trailblazer; it's first. Willie was the 
first." 

O'Ree finally had his number No. 22 retired to the rafters at TD Garden 
on Jan. 18 -- the 64th anniversary of his historic debut -- in a special 
ceremony before the Bruins played the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, O'Ree was not able to attend the 
ceremony but participated virtually. 

One person in attendance to help raise O'Ree's No. 22 to the rafters 
alongside the other Bruins icons was Anson Carter. Carter played 10 
seasons in the NHL, including four with the Bruins. Like so many players 
of color before and after him, Carter drew plenty of inspiration from 
O'Ree's strength and character. 

"When I played, I dealt with so many conscious and unconscious biases," 
Carter said in a phone interview with NBC Sports Boston. "It would have 
been very easy to get discouraged and to stop playing and say, 'screw 
this, what am I doing this for?' But I would always look at Willie, and have 
conversations with Willie, and think about how much worse it was back 
when he played when he broke the color barrier in 1958. 

"When I played in 1996-97, coming into the league, things were better 
but we still had our challenges. That's what I would do, I would always 
look toward Willie and think about the conversations that we would have 
and he would tell me the stories of when he would have to eat at different 
restaurants and can't use the same restrooms as his teammates. Hockey 
is the ultimate team sport, and to not be able to eat with your teammates 
or use the same restroom they're using, it can really play on you and 
affect you. I just used him as a beacon of inspiration. He was able to 
battle through it and grind through it. So I said, if Willie was able to do 
that, so can I." 

O'Ree's speech was amazing. It highlighted, among many things, his 
difficult road to the NHL and the challenges people of color had to go 
through at that time. 

“I will never forget how my teammates in the Bruins locker room 
accepted me as one of their own,” O'Ree said. “This was a time when 
some of the fans and opposing players were not ready to see a Black 
man in the NHL. 

Education at the grassroots level 

Perhaps O'Ree's most profound impact has come in the years after he 
retired from hockey in 1979. He has done so much work with kids across 
North America, not only teaching them the game of hockey, but important 
lessons that they will take with them throughout their entire lives. 

"That's where you're going to make the biggest impact," Carter said of 
O'Ree's work at the grassroots level. "The players in the NHL -- it's like 
an iceberg or pyramid. That's the elite of the elite. But most kids who are 
playing this game probably aren't going to play in the NHL. But to go in 
and interact with them 1-on-1, teach them life lessons and show them 
what the sport can do for you in terms of life lessons, winning and losing, 
being a good teammate, learning how to share. 

"I think the biggest thing that you learn, and one that Willie's passed 
along to kids, is when you're playing hockey you have to learn how to 
skate. I don't know anyone who's learned how to skate without falling 
down. There are going to be several times in your life when you run into 
obstacles and you're going to fall down, but you have to get back up 
again if you plan on going from Point A to Point B. I think Willie has been 
really instrumental in conveying that message, and these grassroots 
programs that are popping up that the league has been funding, the last 
couple years in particular, reviving the Hockey is For Everyone program, 
in addition to the other programs. I think that's the biggest way we can 
impact the youth going forward." 

I just used him as a beacon of inspiration. He was able to battle through it 
and grind through it. So I said, if Willie was able to do that, so can I. 

Anson Carter on Willie O'Ree serving as an inspiration 

The population of players of color continues to grow, and that is a direct 
result of the courage O'Ree displayed 64 years ago and his work in 
communities all over the country. Just two years ago, the Los Angeles 
Kings selected center Quinton Byfield with the No. 2 pick in the 2020 
NHL Draft. Byfield is the highest drafted Black player in NHL history and 
scored his first career goal last week.  

Gradual change on and off the ice 

In 2020, amid the protests and calls for social and racial justice, the NHL 
and its players made a strong effort to make the game more inclusive for 
people from all backgrounds through various programs and initiatives.  

Carter has seen the sport take a lot of positive steps nearly two years 
after that movement began. 

"I think the league has even more energy than they did back then (in 
2020)," Carter explained. "The league is pumping out, investing $5 
million over the next 18 months into growing these programs. I think 
about the courage it took for Ryan Reaves and Kevin Shattenkirk to be 
very instrumental and having the players sit out and miss games during 
that time (in 2020). And those guys are big players and big voices in our 
Player Inclusion Committee, which I'm the co-chair along with P.K. 
Subban. I look at how our game has grown with Blake Bolden, on our 
Player Inclusion Committee, working for the L.A. Kings. Meghan Duggan 
getting hired by the New Jersey Devils. Al Montoya getting hired by the 
Dallas Stars. Jamal Mayers getting hired by the St. Louis Blues. Brigette 
Lacquette getting hired by the Chicago Blackhawks (as the first 
Indigenous woman to scout for an NHL team). Brett Peterson, a Black 
assistant general manager for the Florida Panthers. Also seeing 
someone like Emily Castonguay getting hired recently as the first female 
AGM of the Vancouver Canucks. 
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"I am very happy with the direction the game is going in. It might not be 
changing fast enough, but if you look at our network (Turner Sports), we 
have myself on the desk, Tarik El-Bashir who contributes, you've got 
Dave Gibson our producer, our stage manager Carrie Snow. So you're 
seeing a lot of people of color involved in the production of the game, too, 
behind the camera. So when people say hockey hasn't changed and isn't 
growing, they're not looking hard enough. On the other side of the border 
in Canada, I see the same thing. You've got Harnarayan Singh, you've 
got Dave Amber, Jennifer Botterill who works with us and Sportsnet. 
Cassie Campbell, Anthony Stewart, Jamal Mayers who works for 
Sportsnet as well. 

"I'm seeing a lot of positive steps within our game. And I think the reason 
why a lot of people point towards hockey not really growing as fast as 
they hoped it would grow, is because it's systemic. It's deep and been 
ingrained in our game for years, and it doesn't just change overnight. I 
think we have enough people and enough wind in our sails that people 
want to put in the work and do a lot of good things, that we're seeing 
some gradual change in our sport." 

The work is far from over 

O'Ree and many others have made tremendous progress in helping the 
sport be more inclusive, accessible and safer, but plenty of work remains. 
Last month's racist incidents in the AHL and ECHL were a painful 
reminder.  

San Jose Barracuda forward Krystof Hrabik was suspended 30 games by 
the AHL for using an alleged racial gesture toward Tucson Roadrunners 
forward Boko Imama. Jacksonville Icemen forward Jacob Panetta was 
suspended 38 games by the ECHL and released by his team for an 
alleged racial gesture toward South Carolina Stingrays defenseman 
Jordan Subban.  

Carter is pleased with how both leagues have handled the incidents. 

"I'm very satisfied, and I have to commend the leadership of Scott 
Howson, president of the AHL, and I'm also very satisfied with the 
leadership of commissioner Ryan Crelin of the ECHL," Carter said. "You 
think about what happened in the AHL -- 30 games is a long time. A long 
time. But also, it's not a death sentence. We're going to give the player a 
chance to claw back some games, if he's willing to have conversations 
with our Player Inclusion Committee, and also if he's willing to put in the 
work and effort and go through learning experiences. If he does that, he's 
able to, at best, sit out 21 games. He's able to claw back some games 
and earn that privilege of playing professional hockey again. 

"What makes that even more encouraging for me, from the standpoint of 
our culture changing, Boko Imama didn't even see him make that 
gesture, it was the players on the ice who saw it. So now you've got 
players policing themselves, which is a huge step. Before, guys put their 
heads in the sand and said, 'I didn't see it. I didn't hear anything,' and try 
to keep it moving, it's not a big deal. Now guys are calling each other out, 
and white players are, which is a tremendous step in the right direction.  

"If you look at what happened in the ECHL, that player ended up getting 
38 games -- the remainder of the season -- and this player's punishment 
is a little more steep than the AHL player's punishment because it was a 
couple days afterward. So either you weren't paying attention to what's 
happening in the hockey world, or you didn't care. That had to be 
addressed. But similarly, that player will have a chance to go through the 
same training and education and life experiences with our group, and if 
they go through that, then for sure, our group will vouch for those players 
and give them an opportunity. If GMs and teams call us, and we feel like 
they've done what they've had to do to earn that privilege and be back 
playing professional hockey again, we'll definitely put our names on the 
line to vouch for those players. We don't think it's a death sentence. We 
think that in order to change this game, you have to educate people. But 
even you look at that organization that Jacob played for, they released 
him. That's never happened before. That organization said, enough, 
you're out of here. 

These are things we're seeing within the culture of hockey that have 
never happened before that we're very happy about, in addition to the 30- 
and 38-game suspensions. Those are heavy suspensions, that's not a 
two-day weekend where you can take a road trip some place and come 
back and play the next weekend. That's a long time to be out to think 
about what you did." 

A lasting impact 

O'Ree's imprint on the sport will continue to be felt for generations as 
hockey's Jackie Robinson. Raising his No. 22 to the rafters at TD Garden 
helps highlight the enormous impact he's made, the future impact his 
actions will have and the work that remains to make the sport more 
inclusive for everyone. 

"Willie going into the Hall of Fame in the last few years, Willie having his 
number retired, the educational programs he's leading, what it really 
amounts to is generational impact," Bryant McBride, who produced the 
documentary "Willie", said in a video made by the Bruins. 

"Kids will look differently at the sport. They'll look differently at 
themselves. They'll look differently at opportunity to do anything. This is 
hockey's metaphor for Willie. This is about opportunity. This is about life 
chances. That's at the heart of what he does. He will have generational 
impact." 
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NHL Trade Talk: Bruins Back In On Garland? Canucks 'Love' Lysell 

 

Published 11 hours ago on February 2, 2022  

By Jimmy Murphy 

5-6 minutes 2/2/2022 

 

If the Boston Bruins want to acquire Vancouver Canucks and Scituate, 
MA native Conor Garland on the NHL trade market, it could cost them 
blue-chip prospect and Vancouver Giants (WHL) winger Fabian Lysell. 

“I can tell you as a fact, the Canucks love Lysell,” a longtime NHL pro 
scout told Boston Hockey Now on Wednesday. “Obviously they can 
watch him often and they have. He’s opened a lot of eyes and the 
Canucks aren’t the only team interested.” 

The Bruins were in on Garland and former Canucks defenseman Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson before they were dealt to the Canucks in exchange for 
the ninth overall pick at the 2021 NHL Entry Draft, Loui Eriksson, Jay 
Beagle, Antoine Roussel, a second-round pick in 2022, and a seventh-
round pick in 2023 just prior to the draft. 

Lysell, 19 was the Bruins’ first-round pick and the 21st overall pick at the 
2021 NHL Entry Draft. After coming closer than expected to making the 
Bruins roster out of training camp, the 5-foot-10, 172-pound winger has 
been tearing up the WHL in his rookie season with the Giants. Through 
26 games, Lysell has 13 goals and 19 assists. 

Garland, who will be 26 in March, has ten goals and 14 assists in 40 
games. Upon arriving in Vancouver, Garland signed a five-year contract 
that carries a $4.9 million salary-cap hit. That’s why it was surprising that 
this past Saturday, on Hockey Night In Canada 32 Thoughts, and then 
again in his latest written and extended version of 32 Thoughts, 
Sportsnet Insider Elliotte Friedman reported that Garland could be back 
on the NHL trade market if the Canucks new Hockey Ops department 
decides to shift gears and try to sign center J.T. Miller instead of trading 
him. 
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“My sense is that part of Vancouver’s thought process includes the 
possibility of re-signing JT Miller, not trading him,” Friedman reported. 
“I’m not saying that’s the likely outcome, but, at the very least, they’ve 
investigated the idea and what it would take. That’s one reason other 
names — like Conor Garland – are out there. President of Hockey 
Operations Jim Rutherford wants to create room and will explore almost 
all options to do it. I do think at least one team’s made a run at Miller (my 
guess is the Rangers), but obviously not to the point where the Canucks 
said yes.” 

As reported here a week ago, the Bruins are one of a multitude of teams 
that have at least made inquiries on what Miller would cost on the NHL 
trade market. One would have to imagine that Lysell would be part of the 
asking price for the 29-year-old Miller, who leads the Canucks in goals, 
with 15 lamplighters, and points with 29 in 44 games played. Miller is in 
the fourth year of a five-year contract that carries a $2.9 million cap hit. 
The common belief is the asking price on the NHL Trade market for Miller 
is a 2022 first-round pick, a young former first-rounder on or ready for an 
NHL roster, and a top prospect. 

As of Wednesday afternoon, most NHL odds had the Bruins – who 
currently hold the final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference in the 
middle of the pack at best to win the Stanley Cup and 9-1 to win the East. 
If all of this NHL trade chatter is on target, Boston Bruins general 
manager Don Sweeney thinks his team’s odds at playing for the 2022 
Stanley Cup. 
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BHN Puck Links: Boston Bruins Scattering At NHL All-Star Break 

 

Published 14 hours ago on February 2, 2022  

By Joe Haggerty 

4-5 minutes 2/2/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins are scattering, most likely to someplace warm and 
sunny, with the NHL All-Star break here and no games scheduled for the 
Black and Gold until next Tuesday night. While Patrice Bergeron is 
headed to Las Vegas as the lone Boston Bruins representative for NHL 
All-Star weekend, many other players were catching flights as quickly as 
possible. 

After scoring two goals in Tuesday night’s win over the Kraken, David 
Pastrnak said he was headed to the Florida Keys for some “Vitamin D” 
and a break from the hockey grind for a couple of days. 

“Going down to Florida, I hear Key West is nice. Will be nice to get some 
vitamin D,” said Pastrnak with his trademark smile. “I’ll definitely go get 
some sun, get some Vitamin D, freshen up, heal up the body. Key West, 
never been, heard it’s nice…weather is supposed to be nice out there.” 

David Pastrnak says he’s heading to Key West during the break for some 
“sun and vitamin D.” 

Most of the hockey world not headed to Vegas is now in vacation mode 
for the next week, so hopefully those folks will enjoy a little rest and 
relaxation. We at BHN will still be grinding away here, however, with puck 
links and some solid midseason coverage evaluating exactly what we’re 
looking at here with the Boston Bruins. 
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Nasty Hit Knocks Boston Bruins Vaakanainen Out Of Win 

 

Published 21 hours ago on February 2, 2022  

By Joe Haggerty 

3-4 minutes 2/2/2022 

 

BOSTON – The good news is that the Boston Bruins will have the NHL 
All-Star break to heal, but the bad news is they’re going to need it. 

Urho Vaakanainen was the latest Boston Bruins player to hit the injury list 
after getting clobbered from behind by Yanni Gourde during the B’s 3-2 
win over the Seattle Kraken at TD Garden on Tuesday night. 
Vaakanainen was behind the Boston net retrieving a puck when Gourde 
charged in seeing numbers all the way and drove the Bruins defenseman 
from behind into the glass above the end boards. Vaakanainen 
immediately went down bloodied and had to be helped off the ice to 
never return to the game after the reckless second period hit. 

Brutal collision behind the net between Yanni Gourde and Urho 
Vaakanainen. Vaakanainen was down for a while and cut pretty badly 
before being helped off and down the tunnel. 

Gourde was initially called for a five-minute boarding major that was 
somehow downgraded to a two-minute minor after video review, a 
development that didn’t sit well with Boston Bruins head coach Bruce 
Cassidy following the game. 

“Well, he got hit from behind in the numbers, his head went into the glass 
and the concussion spotter took him off and he never returned. So, I 
didn’t like the hit at all,” said Cassidy during the postgame zoom session. 
“For them to not make a call on it was unbelievable, to me, considering 
the standard they set. 

“I don’t understand the standard to tonight for that not to be a call 
immediately and even maybe a five, never mind having to look at it just to 
get two. So again, hits that nobody likes in tight areas, when a guy is in a 
bad spot that didn’t turn into a hit, he was kind of sideways the whole 
time. So didn’t like it at all, didn’t like that call, but you move on and you 
play.” 

Vaakanainen finished the night with a blocked shot and a shot attempt in 
6:03 of ice time and will have the week-long All-Star break to heal up 
from any upper body injuries sustained. The rest of the news on the 
health front was pretty good as Trent Frederic and Nick Foligno had both 
resumed skating from their upper body injuries and appear on track for a 
return following the break, and Tuukka Rask should be back into the mix 
as well after suffering some lower body issues connected to his playing 
workload following summer hip surgery. 
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The Athletic / ‘If I have gas in the tank, I’ll make a run at it’: Inside the 
new trend of offensive-minded penalty killing 

 

By Shayna Goldman Feb 3, 2022 

 

The idea behind a penalty kill is simple: Keep a team’s man-advantage 
from scoring while a player sits in the penalty box.  
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How a team executes that simple concept, however, can get a bit more 
complex.  

The more basic approach is the defensive shell — a lower-risk, one-
dimensional approach that emphasizes protecting a team’s most 
important penalty killer: the goaltender. 

But in recent years, teams are starting to trend in a new direction by 
emphasizing a strategy with more counter-attacks, tactical implements 
and personnel changes.  

Instead of players only known for their defensive instincts being featured 
on penalty kill units, more skilled and offensively inclined players are 
deployed to disrupt their opponents’ power play formations — and it’s 
proving to pay off on both ends of the ice.  

Who are some of the most aggressive and offensive forwards on the 
penalty kill this season?  

Before we dive into that, let’s talk about the approach. Why embrace a 
more disruptive strategy? 

Matt Cane, now the director of hockey analytics for the New Jersey 
Devils, researched back in 2016 that a more aggressive penalty kill could 
pay dividends on both ends of the ice. Cane measured ‘aggressiveness’ 
and found a positive correlation between more aggressive teams and 
increased shot, quality chance, and goal generation. At the same time, 
those teams also allowed fewer shots against.  

Mike Pfeil built on this, coining the term ‘power kill’ to describe units that 
adopt a more proactive approach that seeks out trigger points and ways 
to manage the clock, even if it doesn’t necessarily lead to more goal 
scoring. 

That’s a strategy the Columbus Blue Jackets have tried to employ for 
quite some time. And even with some departures behind the bench, head 
coach Brad Larsen has tried to maintain it. The team ranks second in 
shot attempts for while short-handed and third in ‘shot quality’ in terms of 
expected goals.  

“We’ve done a good job of attacking on our penalty kill, which is a real 
good weapon. When you can push the power play, it gets really 
frustrating for them. You can swing the pendulum in your favor, 
momentum-wise,” Larsen said.  

With that line of thinking, it’s no surprise that a few of his killers rank 
highly in offensive generation while short-handed.  

No forward generates more shots than Alex Texier in Columbus. That’s 
something that comes naturally to him, Larsen said. 

“He’s really relishing that role. He gets the highlight-reel goal in Vegas, 
but at times it gets him into the game even more,” Larsen said.  

Along with Alex Formenton and Trevor Moore, Cam Atkinson, who built 
his foundation for short-handed play in Columbus, ranks highly when it 
comes to shot volume and quality. 

What goes into the decision on whether to skate down the ice and 
generate offense or just clear the puck? 

“It’s all situational awareness,” Atkinson said. “[On the penalty kill], you’re 
going balls to the wall, and for me, I just trust my instincts. 

“If I know I have gas in the tank, I’ll make a run at it.” 

“I’m sure that a power play that’s on the ice knows I’m out there because 
I’m always trying to pick it off or go for a breakaway,” Atkinson said of his 
aggressive approach which has earned him a league-leading four short-
handed goals.  

In Tampa Bay, the coaches have given players like Mathieu Joseph the 
go-ahead for this style, too. It doesn’t hurt that his pairing is balanced 
with Pierre-Edouard Bellemare for some stability.  

“We want the puck to go 200 feet,” Joseph, who ranks highly in offensive 
generation and zone exits while short-handed, said. “If we have room 
and time, we can skate it and put them on their heels.” 

Finding those trigger points and knowing when to attack to create that 
time and space is an essential piece to all of this.  

For Anthony Cirelli, those opportunities come from bobbling pucks.  

“When you see bobbling pucks and if guys are under pressure, maybe 
you have a chance to get to the puck and try to create some offense,” 
Cirelli said. “You only have four guys so your main priority is trying to 
keep the puck out of the net. If you see a bobbling puck or a guy with his 
back turned, that’s something that gives you a green light to go.” 

A player who shows they can read how a play will develop can instill 
confidence from the coaching staff, like the Ducks have in Isac 
Lundestrom in those situations.  

“He has a lot of strengths and one of them is his anticipation on being 
able to read the play that’s in front of him. Potentially where the puck is 
going next. He’s very good at steering where he would prefer the puck to 
be say through the neutral zone or in the d-zone on our kills,” assistant 
coach Mike Stothers said of Lundestrom, whose goals for rate lands him 
in the top-20 among penalty killers.  

That anticipation on both ends of the ice is what helps Mitch Marner drive 
play out of the defensive zone while short-handed. The winger ranks in 
the top-20 in zone exits both in controlled exits and successful dump 
outs.  

“[Marner] generally has a pretty good sense of where the puck is going to 
go — often times before the opponent even knows it’s gonna go there, 
just because he’s reading what the most likely option is going to be, and 
he has ability to process that quicker than most,” Maple Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said.  

“And then he can dump on the puck quickly; he can create turnovers and 
he’s feisty and relentless on it. So I think that leads to loose pucks and 
opportunity to go the other way,” Keefe said. 

The common thread between most of the players highlighted is that 
they’re more offensively inclined, versus the prototypical penalty killer of 
years past. That continues the trend of teams actively making the 
decision to change their personnel, along with their tactical approach, 
that Alison Lukan and Meghan Hall explored at the Columbus Blue 
Jackets Hockey Analytics Conference in 2020.  

Viz by Alison Lukan and Meghan Hall 

The Hurricanes have tried to have a power killing approach since Day 1 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. The decision to run more offensive 
players on the units wasn’t as immediate, though. But the coaches’ 
experiment to run the likes of Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
clearly has proven successful.  

“Really, the thought process is your best players know how to play the 
power play and be good penalty killers too because really they know 
where the puck is supposed to go when you’re on the power play,” 
Brind’Amour said.  

“I just feel like you might as well have those guys out there if they’re good 
to do it — obviously those guys are.” 

Atkinson echoed those sentiments. “Being on the other side, being on the 
power play, I kind of know what they’re trying to do, and their 
tendencies.” 

Aho, Teravainen, and Atkinson all have positive impacts on a team’s 
expected goal generation for as measured by Evolving-Hockey’s special 
teams Regularized Adjusted Plus Minus. And there’s a slight correlation 
between creating scoring chances before and being on the ice for fewer 
against.  

That lines up with Hall and Lukan’s findings that the best defense can be 
a strong offense, since disrupting a power play formation and holding 
possession can stop a team’s best players from even having the chance 
to generate offense. Adding in shot generation gives a penalty kill 
another dimension with a counter-attacking style, putting opponents on 
their heels when they should have an advantage. 

Deployment can also factor how much a short-handed unit tilts the ice, 
Prashanth Iyer found. Looking at the entire ‘data era’ back through 2007-
08, there’s a relationship between starting a higher percentage of shifts 
on the fly and limiting more expected goals against. 

Viz by Prashanth Iyer 
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Specifically looking at this season, that holds true too — especially for 
the likes of Aho and Teravainen in Carolina, along with Joseph in Tampa 
Bay and Blake Coleman in Calgary.  

Viz by Prashanth Iyer 

A high percentage of on-the-fly starts can indicate that a player is 
deployed on a second unit since they aren’t on for that initial draw. 
Sometimes it can also mean they’re going up against a second power 
play unit, but that’s not always the case seeing as most teams tend to 
lean on their top unit for the majority of the advantage. Rolling that unit 
after the opening PK shift can bring out skillful players with fresh legs to 
disturb power play formations.  

On the other hand, players like Marner who usually start at the draw, not 
on the fly, still don’t face many chances against thanks to his ability to 
drive play out of the defensive end even in these challenging situations. It 
underscores how he’s developed into one of the best forwards killing 
penalties in today’s game. 

Comparing that deployment to expected goal generation tells a similar 
story. Those who start on the fly, like Texier, Atkinson, Forementon, and 
Jonathan Huberdeau, along with the Hurricanes’ duo, tend to be stronger 
forecheckers and offensive creators in short-handed situations. These 
forwards all bring the puck out of the defensive zone while short-handed 
at the highest rates among the position. Skaters like Marner, and even 
Lars Eller of the Capitals, get even more credit for their ability to shift 
from defense to offense.  

Viz by Prashanth Iyer 

It doesn’t always make sense for a team to use their best offensive 
weapons on the penalty kill. Some players, like Alex Ovechkin and 
Connor McDavid, better serve their teams when loading up on even 
strength and power play time. But being willing to experiment with a more 
aggressive approach featuring offensively inclined forwards can make 
short-handed play a weapon. And that can truly keep a team dangerous 
in all situations.  

Instead of using the penalty kill as a point in a game to get shelled in 
shots and hope that a goaltender can endure between two and five 
minutes of quality chances from the opponents’ best, teams can swing 
momentum by adding power to their kill.  
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“I have an agent for that.” 

That’s a common response from NHL players when we’ve done surveys 
at The Athletic in the past. Ask players anything remotely business-, 
CBA- or NHLPA-related, and you’re likely to get a response deferring to 
the person hired to handle their money and financial interests. 

So, we decided to ask those questions directly to agents. 

Over the past three weeks, The Athletic polled 20 agents, who combine 
to represent 358 NHL player contracts totaling an estimated $3.1 billion 
in salary, according to Puckpedia. By average annual value, those 
contracts amount to $734,230,837 — roughly the equivalent of nine NHL 
teams. 

Agents were granted anonymity when responding to the survey to 
encourage the most honest and open answers. 

Agents were able to give multiple answers for this question, and 18 of the 
32 NHL teams were mentioned at least once. 

The wide array of answers came from a reality that each player is 
different, and what some players are looking for from ownership is 
different than others. 

“You know which teams stay in the nicer hotels, have the nicer flights, 
and have the better services overall for a client.” 

“Practice facilities or arena is a good place to start. That’s a reflection of 
how an owner is willing to spend for their players. But look at other 
things, like massage therapists and support staff. Does a team have one 
person handling the job of three people or do they have six people 
handling the job of three people?” 

“My barometer for that is basically: Is the owner spending money on the 
players and the other things fans might not think of? The wives’ room, the 
kids’ rooms, the rink, the amenities on the plane. Those are the first-class 
organizations.” 

One agent pointed out that he gives each client a checklist when they 
approach free agency, and the teams that typically check the most boxes 
have the strongest and more player-friendly ownership. 

It wasn’t a surprise that the Tampa Bay Lightning got the most love in this 
survey. The two-time defending Stanley Cup champions have developed 
a reputation that owner Jeff Vinik is one of the gold standards in the 
sport, willing to spend to the salary cap and open his wallet for other 
amenities. 

The fact Tampa plays in a tax-free state only adds a card to Vinik’s 
already loaded hand. 

While Toronto has its detractors, the Maple Leafs and their massive 
budget offer a major advantage in the minds of agents. Multiple agents 
pointed out how the AHL-affiliated Toronto Marlies may have better 
facilities than some NHL teams as an example. 

Along the East Coast, the Rangers and Islanders and their Atlantic 
Division rivals in Philadelphia are well respected. For the Rangers and 
Flyers, it’s more historical. Some older agents pointed out that players in 
Philadelphia have typically been happy for decades, while the Rangers 
“flex their financial muscle in a good way,” when it comes to amenities. 

“The Flyers do the little things right, always have. Whether it’s making the 
right amenities for the players or having the right things for the wives.” 

One agent pointed out how it’s not customary or required for NHL teams 
to give a player an NHL jersey to keep when they are called up — yes, 
players have to buy their own jersey in many cases — but in 
Philadelphia, players are given the small courtesy of getting the jersey. 
One agent pointed to how the team even goes out of the way to make 
players’ kids feel welcome. 

“You play in Philly and you know the organization cares about you and 
your family.” 

The Islanders have risen in the minds of agents, particularly after Lou 
Lamoriello joined the organization. 

“Lou, man, he’s always treated the guys well after the contract 
negotiation. He may fuck you over in the contract negotiation, but he 
treats guys great once they are in.” 

“You know what you get with Lou. He’s not going to listen to you or tell 
you what he’s gonna do with a trade or something like that. But there is a 
reason every time I have a client play for a team he’s run they rave about 
it on the daily and would love to go back there.” 

The Islanders’ new arena and practice facility, according to one agent, 
are the cherry on top for an organization that has long needed those 
amenities to compete with its area rival. 

One veteran agent refused to name a single team, pointing out that 
within the past 10 years it’s gone from a courtesy to a necessity to spend 
and treat players the right way. 

“It’s much easier now to point out the teams you would want to avoid 
when it comes to owners.” 

So … 

“You mean other than Arizona?” 
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That answer summed up how many agents viewed this question. Even 
some of the agents who didn’t pick the Coyotes as a place they would 
avoid offered a word of caution about the franchise, which has been in 
the headlines for all the wrong reasons and is often seen a relocation 
threat. 

“If you sign a long-term deal in Arizona, you have no idea where you 
might be playing in three years.” 

“It’s a mess that’s not really well hidden.” 

One agent surmised that owner Alex Meruelo likely won’t be the owner 
by the end of 2023, adding to the volatility. 

Ottawa and Carolina were also mentioned more frequently than others 
for varying reasons. 

The fact that the Canadian Tire Centre is situated farther away from 
downtown Ottawa and “out in the middle of nowhere,” is viewed as a fault 
of  owner Eugene Melnyk, according to the group polled. 

In Carolina, Tom Dundon is one of the NHL’s newest owners, having 
bought the team in 2018. He has quickly gained a reputation as a shrewd 
businessman who is willing to spend on player salaries and not much 
else. 

“He’s lucky he has a great coach that really only wanted to coach in 
Carolina, otherwise he would have been bitten in the ass much sooner. 
And I still think it’ll bite him in the ass soon.” 

“The GM is also the team president. Those are two different very 
important jobs, and he has one person do both to save a bit of money. I 
think that tells you everything you need to know.” 

No other team was named more than twice. In most cases, teams 
mentioned toward the bottom of the list were named because of 
individual client experiences. Boston, for example, drew a negative 
review because an agent felt ownership was cheap when it came to 
having the proper amenities for wives and families. 

The Calgary Flames drew some ire because of their aging facilities, while 
the Vegas Golden Knights were listed because of how some players 
have been quickly disposed of when they were no longer useful. 

“Vegas treats you great until they don’t. They’ve gone from the team of 
opportunity, the ‘golden misfits’ or whatever, to the ‘evil empire.’ As an 
agent, you have to warn your guy that he’s expendable as soon as his 
salary doesn’t fit with the plan. Look at what happened with (Marc-Andre) 
Fleury. I think as long as they win they’ll avoid problems, but if they have 
a losing season, watch out.” 

You’ll never please everyone in a constituency of 750-plus players, so 
the answers expectedly ranged on this one, which many agents said 
needed to also include special assistant to the executive director Mathieu 
Schneider’s performance. 

Some agents said this year they would give NHLPA leadership a pass 
because of how difficult it’s been to handle things during the pandemic, 
while others weren’t forgiving. 

Recent CBA negotiations and how owners have ended up as the 
beneficiary, in agent views, were cited as an example of how the NHLPA 
has failed to deliver for the players. 

“He’s done a terrible job. We’ve gotten our ass kicked because of Don.” 

“He gets pushed around by Gary (Bettman) and (Bill) Daly. They win 
each time they go into the same room together with Don. It’s time for new 
leadership in my view.” 

One agent, who rated Fehr as “fair,” said the NHLPA can only do as 
much as the constituency is willing to push for, and that the players aren’t 
united enough to have a truly strong union. 

“If the players ever really stick together, then it’s an easy job for leaders. 
If they want to disperse and cave, like we do a lot of times, you have a 
tough job of actually winning or whatever in the battle with the NHL. … 
So you talk to some agents, who I’m sure will tell you we fucked 
ourselves with the salary cap and escrow, when really the players aren’t 
as bad off as they could be.” 

“Players want to play, and when that’s what your membership wants 
more than anything you have to keep that in mind. NHL players have 
never had the real backbone to not play like they might have in other 
sports to get something done and win. Look at what happens with the 
Olympics. Players care more about playing games than what happens on 
everyday things. I really think Don has a tough job because of who he 
represents.” 

Most agents said they disliked Gary Bettman. Whether they respect him 
or not is the key question. 

“He’s kicked our ass. It’s like having to respect an opponent. You fucking 
hate him, but if he keeps beating you he’s doing a good job.” 

Most of the agents who rated Bettman as “good” were keeping his job 
description in mind. 

“Your view on Gary is gonna depend on how you are grading him. Is it 
how he’s done to grow the sport? Which is not technically his job 
description. Or is it to protect the owners and serve as a shield for them? 
Because in that case he’s done a great job. Gary’s just the messenger. 
The billionaires are the real bad guys.” 

The NHL salary cap and escrow system, where owners are protected 
more so than the players, are frustrating realities for agents. But those 
frustrations typically aren’t aimed at Bettman, but rather the NHLPA, 
which most agents said hasn’t done enough to check Bettman’s power. 

When it comes to growing the sport, several agents said their opinion of 
Bettman has fallen in the past year, particularly due to the league’s 
handling of the Chicago Blackhawks and the coverup of the sexual 
assault allegations by Kyle Beach. 

“It was downright embarrassing for the sport. It’s the only time hockey is 
ever talked about by anyone outside of hockey — when it’s done 
something to embarrass itself like it did with the Blackhawks situation.” 

“That to me should have been reason enough for a change at the top,” 
one agent said. “If that’s not enough, and how he’s handled so many 
other things, then I don’t think we’ll ever see him ousted unless 
something crazy happened like half the league’s ownership turned over 
— which will never happen.” 

Public appearances for Bettman, such as the NHL Draft and the Stanley 
Cup Final, are often performed to a chorus of boos, so the fans have 
shared their collective opinion. Agents said many players share a similar 
view, but are less vocal because, as one agent said, it’s “not really smart 
to criticize the man with all the power.” 

“He takes credit for things that he deserves no credit for. Like when 
people say the game’s never been better, well that’s because the players 
have never been better, not the commissioner.” 

“We are behind so many other sports because of leadership. That’s on 
Gary and the (NHLPA). Like if we had a commissioner like the NBA does 
(with Adam Silver) hockey would be in a much better spot.” 

Bettman’s commitment to keeping the Coyotes in Arizona came up 
multiple times as a sour subject. Agents said that decision has hurt 
hockey-related revenue and forced other teams to keep the Coyotes 
above water through revenue sharing. 

When considering this question, it’s important to remember we are 
asking agents to look at the handling of the pandemic on a whole. 

That includes stopping the season in March 2020, bubbling up for the 
2020 Stanley Cup playoffs, playing the 2020-21 season to completion in 
a shortened manner, and this season, which has featured rescheduled 
games and some arguments over how often and whether players should 
be COVID-19 tested. It should also be noted this poll was completed over 
the past three weeks. During that period, rules have changed when it 
comes to testing. 

“I think they’ve done as good as they could have. If you would have told 
me in March of 2020 that we would have awarded the past two Stanley 
Cups and were on track to play 82 games this season, I wouldn’t have 
believed you.” 
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“There was no playbook for this or past experience. You have to give the 
league credit for how they stuck the landing to keep teams playing and 
that we didn’t completely disappear as a league.” 

“Given what they’ve had to face, they’ve done an admirable job.” 

Those who soured on the league’s pandemic handling look at what’s 
happened when it comes to testing during the 2021-22 season. Until 
recently players were tested whether they had symptoms or not. 

“I don’t think they did a good job of listening to the players (this season) 
about testing. I think that’s where they started to struggle. Before this 
season things have been handled well.” 

“I agree with Steve Yzerman. We need to stop testing asymptomatic 
players. I’ve got clients who have played through something you’ll never 
hear about or something worse because some guy on their team tested 
positive when he had zero symptoms at all.” 

That all but one NHL player are fully vaccinated was a key talking point 
for many agents, who felt that should have cleared the path for players to 
play through this season and only be pulled from the lineup if they had 
symptoms. 

The Canadian government’s handling of the pandemic has been a talking 
point for NHL front offices throughout this season, and the league’s 
relatively large number of Canadian teams is one of the reasons the NHL 
didn’t adopt a less rigid testing policy like those in the NBA and NFL 
sooner. 

“I have guys that want out of Canada now and it has nothing to do with 
the team they’re on.” 

“It’s a real concern for me, especially when you consider COVID isn’t 
going away. It’s just going to become another common illness or the flu 
at some point. But I don’t know when or how Canada will treat it like that, 
so it’s certainly something I would talk about with my clients who were 
UFAs and looking at offers from Canada.” 

“Under current Canadian leadership, yeah. It’s an issue. The leadership 
changes and there’s a new prime minister, then my answer would 
change.” 

“I think it depends on the guy’s situation. If a guy has a family, then I’d be 
more concerned since the wives and kids are kind of forced to live a 
more strict life and have less freedom. If a player was single, I don’t think 
they’d have as much of a problem.” 

For those agents who said signing in Canada wouldn’t be a concern, it 
was a matter of looking at the long-term prognosis. 

“It’s not something that I think would stop you from signing long term with 
a team in Canada. If you were looking at a one-year deal, maybe, but 
long term I think you realize this is just a hurdle we all have to get over.” 

“I think anyone who is ruling out Canadian teams now is doing it for the 
other reasons — the taxes or the media scrutiny or whatever. Blaming it 
on the pandemic, I think, is just a way people are trying to force their 
political opinion on something. Those people would likely complain about 
Canadian policies whether there was a pandemic or not.” 

Originally NHL players were free to go to the 2022 Olympics and the 
league had scheduled a February break. But after the surge of the 
Omicron variant and a large number of rescheduled games in December, 
the NHL and the NHLPA made the joint decision not to participate. 

It’s a decision that was largely supported across the hockey world, 
including by agents, many of whom looked at skipping the 2022 games 
as a necessity. 

“This year it had to be done. With the potential for the quarantine time in 
China and the potential of not getting an 82-game season, I really didn’t 
see another choice.” 

“I know players were upset, but I think deep down they understand. If we 
don’t play 82 games, HRR won’t go up, I think financially we all know 
what had to be done.” 

Even the agents who said it was the wrong decision said they 
understood, but had a larger issue with how participation was canceled. 

One agent felt the league could have figured something out and found a 
solution that allowed certain players to go, even if games had to be made 
up during that break. 

The other was more frustrated with the NHLPA for signing off on the 
decision to withdraw, since players had pushed so hard to get Olympic 
participation. “If we are going to make that one of our main priorities in 
the CBA each time, we should have fought for it more when this 
happened.” 

One reply probably summed it up the best: “My clients are for it, so I’m 
for it.” 

Even some of the agents who had personal opinions going the other way 
said, ultimately, if it’s something the players want to participate in they 
are all for it. 

That, however, didn’t stop agents from giving their opinions on how 
hockey could better streamline best-on-best competition. 

“Until we have a regular World Cup that happens every three or four 
years, players will want the Olympics. Make the World Cup a regular 
thing, build it up, and as younger players come up that’ll be the best-on-
best tournament they want to go to. It’s just about being open to that idea 
in the first place.” 

“Make best-on-best, which everyone truly wants to see, something that 
raises HRR and we can all benefit from. Make it a World Cup, make it a 
summer thing, make it something where the league and the PA can use it 
to get more money into everyone’s pockets.” 

“I’d like to see them work with the IOC to make it part of the Summer 
Olympics. I’m sure that would have problems because they’ve struggled 
to find IOC solutions in the past, but if it was in the summer it would make 
more sense to me and wouldn’t mess up the NHL season.” 

Health care and coverage for NHL players has never been better, and it’s 
come a long way, but that doesn’t mean that we’ve reached the level of 
care that should be achieved, agents said. 

“We are getting closer,” one veteran agent said. “But we still have a bit to 
go before we can really answer ‘yes’ to that question.” 

“I think with the mental health and concussions and how we’ve taken 
strides there, we are in a better place, but we still aren’t there yet. It’s 
going to take us getting to a spot where players fully understand what 
care they are entitled to.” 

Multiple agents said the answer to this question depends on which team 
your client plays for. 

“I’ve had times my guy had surgery scheduled by the team and I’ve 
called the GM and told him to stop and we are getting a second opinion. 
Some places you are going to get better cooperation with the team to get 
the best care. Like Kyle Dubas will remind a guy they can get second 
(and) third opinions.” 

“I think the issue is the team doctor system. The team doctor’s job is to 
help players get better, but his job is also to get guys back on the ice. 
Those two things don’t run on the same timelines. And if you are a team 
doctor that doesn’t get guys back on the ice quickly, well you won’t be the 
team doctor for very long.” 

Another common opinion was that care and services have reached an 
appropriate level, but it’s up to the agents to make sure their clients know 
they have autonomy when it comes to treatment. 

“You have to tell your guys and make sure they know what they are 
entitled to. I think that falls on me, falls on agents, to be best serving their 
client in that regard. If a guy doesn’t know he’s free to make his own 
treatment decisions, he probably doesn’t have a very good agent.” 

“How good is the agent? That’ll determine their answer to this question. If 
you are good at advocating for your client and communicating with them, 
they’ll get the best care in the world.” 

Attendance remains one of the most important revenue sources for the 
NHL. It’s why we so often hear about how the NHL is a gate-driven 
league, and why the past two-plus seasons have been such a financial 
concern as empty stadiums and smaller crowds have become more 
common. 
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At the same time, the league has increased revenue with new American-
TV deals from ESPN and Turner, while corporate sponsorship has 
boomed. 

That being said, agents whose salary ultimately depends on how much 
their clients make, feel the league could be doing more to increase 
revenue and raise HRR, eventually lifting the salary cap and player 
salaries with it. 

“The league is always a step behind on things. We could have been 
leaders in various spaces, but have yet to ever really embrace that when 
it comes to revenues. There are a couple of good developments here 
and there, but overall it’s not nearly enough to really capitalize and raise 
HRR.” 

“Is this a serious question? The NHL has never done enough to push and 
raise revenues.” 

The American TV deals with ESPN and Turner have led to victory laps 
for league leaders, but agents share the view of some other team 
executives, who feel there was meat left on the bone and more could 
have been delivered. There are also varying opinions on the nature of the 
ESPN TV deal, which is heavily based on streaming and exclusive 
games on ESPN+. 

“How the fuck do you watch every game? That’s a question I get from 
player’s families and parents. When that’s an issue, the TV deal is 
broken.” 

Others look at it as a necessary step. 

“Look at the international soccer, the Premier League. I’m pretty sure 
most of their games are streaming exclusively now. That’s the biggest 
league in the world. I think we kind of had to go that way eventually, so 
why not now?” 

While the NBA jumped feet first into the NFT market and has been more 
aggressive in the space, the NHL has slow-played its rollout in that 
realm, with some teams being more aggressive than others. 

“Have we already missed the boat on that? This is the NHL, would it 
surprise you if we already missed out on making the most money on 
something?” 

“Honestly, I don’t know if they even care about it. The system is set up for 
the owners to get theirs and these teams … aren’t their real business. So 
why would they really care about making as much money as possible? If 
the sport really cared about raising revenue and pushing the limits, we 
would have never had a salary cap.” 

Ads on the jerseys make their debut next season, while helmet ads were 
introduced last season and became a permanent fixture during this 
campaign. 

Most agents polled think the league needs to go further and sell more 
than just a small patch on the sweater. 

“If we can get corporate logos on there tastefully and raise the HRR a bit, 
everyone will be happy. I don’t see any problem, because I think North 
American sports won’t go too far with it.” 

“Why haven’t we sold space on the pants? What about the socks? 
Honestly, I’d love the current setup for next season (small ad on the 
jersey) and a larger space sold on the pants and equipment. Make the 
most of it, plus if you put it on the equipment it’s not on the jersey a fan 
would buy.” 

“Why isn’t the goalie covered in ads? We know he’s the goalie, he 
doesn’t need to wear the same jersey as everyone else. Sell it and make 
it fit.” 

Many agents surveyed have clients currently playing in Europe, where 
jerseys and ice surfaces are blanketed with advertisements. So the 
concept of more corporate sponsorship didn’t cause much concern. 

“You forget about it after the opening faceoff. Is it going to hurt your 
viewing of the game? No.” 

The three agents that were against it fell into the traditionalist category, 
and looked at the jersey as a sacred space not to be touched by 
corporate sponsorship. 

“Get the escrow debt paid off, make the owners happy, and then get the 
ads off the fucking sweaters. That’s what I want.” 

Gambling and sports gaming are already a huge part of finances in North 
America and are only going to grab a larger slice of the pie going forward 
as it gets legalized in more states. 

For the NHL, and other leagues, it’s been a trend they’ve gone from 
fighting in the 1990s, to embracing and viewing as an escape rope after 
the pandemic rocked the bottom line in the past two years. 

“I’m all for it, look at the NFL. It’s so huge and got bigger because of 
gambling. If you can get more people paying attention to the sport and 
watching because they’ve got some money on the line, it’s better for all of 
us.” 

“If you go to watch the NFL on Sunday, you have people watching who 
don’t care about certain teams as fans, but are tuning in because they 
may be betting or have money on the game. We need more of that in 
hockey. Get more people betting, get more people into the sport any way 
we can.” 

Those agents for gambling’s inclusion often took time to say they were 
mindful that proper checks and balances needed to be in place, 
mechanisms to make sure the players weren’t getting too involved 
themselves. 

“That would be my only issue, how do we make sure the players 
themselves don’t get hooked?” 

The agents who had concerns were convinced there would be issues 
with players getting hooked. 

“We have young, wealthy men who are invincible. They look for risk, they 
look for fun. If you can start throwing money down and adding some 
intrigue … I’m sure it’ll happen.” 

One agent who has a large base of European NHL clients and multiple 
clients in European leagues offered this cautionary tale: 

“I have had players in Europe who have been gambling the equivalent of 
their paycheck each week. They aren’t making NHL money, of course, 
but it’s significant and multiple times I’ve tried to get guys help. When the 
salaries are larger, like they are in the NHL, the bets will just be bigger.” 

When do you believe the flat cap will end? 

Technically the cap isn’t flat right now. It’s going to go up $1 million next 
season. But until the players have paid off the escrow debt, the cap is 
essentially stuck to a schedule most agents still consider flat. 

When asking this question we were hoping to get a more finite answer, a 
particular year or timeframe, for when agents feel that the players will 
have paid the $1 billion escrow debt to owners and the salary cap can 
reflect league revenue. 

No one was willing to give that type of estimate, which speaks to the 
volatility of where the league is right now financially. 

“In early December, I maybe (would) have given you a timeframe, but it’s 
a fool’s errand to try and figure that out now exactly. Too much is 
changing all the time, and the longer we have empty buildings in Canada 
the worse it’ll be.” 

“It’s going to be longer than we think and hope, it’s going to have impacts 
on how teams are constructed and how deals are done.” 

This is already happening. 

Multiple agents said, in their current or upcoming deals, they are working 
with their clients to find solutions where they get to pick the distribution of 
the money, even if that means taking less. 

“We did a long-term deal last summer, we left about a million off the AAV 
each year so we could pick how it was paid out and how the money was 
distributed. By doing that, we ended up making our client more in the 
long run and avoided the escrow.” 

“In the past I’ve front-loaded contracts, now we backload them. You do 
everything in your power to make sure you are avoiding the current 
escrow in the short term, and I think players are also well aware of that.” 
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The impact on roster construction is a fascinating element. Multiple 
agents felt that the so-called middle class of player would be weeded out. 
The top names will still get paid at market rate, but without a real picture 
of the cap rising, teams will start to rely more on entry-level contracts and 
cheaper veteran deals. 

“I had one GM tell me the days of the $4 million third-line center are 
gone. And he’s right. If you can find a kid who’s making $1 million and 
have him fill that role, it gives you more money to pay and actually keep 
your best player.” 

“It puts more pressure on the players to get as much as they can. If a GM 
is going to overspend on you, take it and run, because his owner 
probably is overvaluing you at that time and you need to get every piece 
because the percentage of the cap that stars will take is only going to go 
up.” 

The lone unanimous answer, and one that, frankly, we expected when 
planning this survey. 

The NHL has long been a league that markets the team-first mentality of 
the sport over the individuals. There’s an ethos of a hockey player, which 
is well told by marketers, that it’s more about the team or “we over me,” 
as an agent put it. 

GMs and coaches love this, but it’s a terrible formula for marketing and 
growing the game, agents said. 

“We have great players. The game has never been better, and we’ve 
done jack shit with promoting that or getting people to actually care about 
the players. You have to get people to care about the players to actually 
care about the sport in today’s world.” 

“I think the NHL is trying to do it, but is trying to keep a foot in the past at 
the same time. You need to just fully embrace it, like encourage guys to 
be themselves, but actually do something with it.” 

“How many sports fans, not hockey fans, but NBA or NFL fans, could 
name an NHL player currently playing in the NHL? Maybe (Alex) 
Ovechkin, maybe.” 

Another agent put it more simply. 

“Have we marketed a player since Wayne Gretzky? He hasn’t played in 
the 2000s and is still more popular than anyone to play in the past two 
decades. There is something wrong with that.” 
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The NHL saw two legendary players have their numbers retired over the 
weekend, as Henrik Lundqvist’s 30 went to the rafters in New York and 
Sergei Zubov’s 56 went up in Dallas. Both players were obviously worthy 
of the moment, one that ranks as just about the highest honor a team can 
bestow on a former star. It’s one of the few things in the hockey world 
that everyone can enjoy. 

So, needless to say, I’m going to take this opportunity to make a lot of 
you mad about it. 

Today, we’re going to rank all 32 NHL teams based on their retired 
numbers. But this isn’t just a list of which teams have honored the best 
players, because that would be too easy. No, we want to look at the 
whole picture. Who’s been honored? Who hasn’t? Has the team been 
weird about who they choose and when? Do they just retire numbers like 
a normal team, or do they insist on complicating things with some weird 
team-specific rules that nobody likes? And most importantly of all: Given 
what they have to work with, are they getting it right? 

A few quick notes. We’re not counting the leaguewide retirement of 99, 
but will count upcoming retirements as long as they’ve already been 
announced. We’re ranking based on numbers that have formally been 
retired and removed from circulation, although we’ll make note of 
numbers that have been honored in other ways. And we’ll be going by 
the list on Wikipedia, because this right here is a professional operation. 

Is there an objective, quantifiable way to rank something like this? Of 
course there is. Will we be using that method? No we will not. Will you 
agree with my ranking of your team’s most beloved players? (Checks to 
see if I ranked all 32 teams as tied for first.) No, I’m guessing you won’t, 
but that’s half the fun. 

Worst to first, all 32 teams but you’re just going to CTRL+F for your own, 
let’s do this… 

32. Seattle Kraken 

Numbers retired: 32, for their fans 

No. 

Look, call me cold-hearted if you want, but retiring a number for your fans 
is just lame. And it’s especially lame if you choose the number based on 
how many ticket deposits you sold. Also, the banner that they retired for 
their fans doesn’t even mention their fans — it just says “Kraken”. 

THE @SEATTLEKRAKEN'S FIRST-EVER HOME GAME STARTED 
WITH NO. 32 BEING OFFICIALLY RETIRED BY THE NHL'S 32ND 
TEAM. #SEAKRAKEN PIC.TWITTER.COM/DMH4YQZOS5 

— NHL PUBLIC RELATIONS (@PR_NHL) OCTOBER 24, 2021 

There’s no shame in being a new team without any banners hanging. 
You don’t need to force it. If your fans wanted to watch a number ascend 
up to the heavens, they could just look at Philipp Grubauer’s goals-
against average. 

31. Florida Panthers 

Numbers retired: Roberto Luongo’s 1, plus the No. 37 for Wayne 
Huizenga and 93 for Bill Torrey 

They get one point for retiring Luongo, who was awesome. We’ll be 
neutral on Torrey, who wasn’t a player and was better associated with 
another franchise but was still a legitimate legend. And we’ll subtract 
roughly one million points for honoring an owner, a move that no other 
NHL team has tried. I’m sure Huizenga was a lovely guy and he had a 
distinguished career in the waste management/Florida Marlins business, 
but come on. Even Harold Ballard didn’t think to retire a number for 
himself, so this is awful. 

30. Calgary Flames 

Numbers retired: Lanny McDonald’s 9, Jarome Iginla’s 12, Mike Vernon’s 
30 

There’s nothing wrong with the three numbers the Flames have retired. 
But you’ll notice there are some big names from the team’s history that 
are missing, including Al MacInnis, Joe Nieuwendyk, Theo Fleury and 
Miikka Kiprusoff. That’s where things get messy, because the Calgary 
Flames apparently can’t decide what they’re supposed to be doing with 
their numbers. 

Here’s the thing: The Flames are the first of several teams we’ll meet that 
also have “honored” numbers. In their case, that’s MacInnis and 
Nieuwendyk, both of whose numbers hang in the rafters in Calgary under 
a new “Forever a Flame” system. But they’re not retired … sort of. It’s 
been almost 20 years since anyone wore MacInnis’s No. 2 for the 
Flames, and given that it’s an extremely common number for 
defenseman, we can consider it unofficially retired. So is Fleury’s 14 and 
Kiprusoff’s 34, neither of which was ever given to anyone after those 
players left. So we have a pattern … except that Nieuwendyk’s 25 has 
been in circulation pretty much constantly, including being worn by Jacob 
Markstrom right now. 

What the hell? 

And no, unlike some teams, the Flames aren’t creating different tiers for 
players who are or aren’t in the Hall of Flame. Vernon isn’t in, but 
MacInnis and Nieuwendyk are, so none of this makes any sense. It’s like 
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there are three different people in Calgary who handle number 
ceremonies, and whichever one picks up the phone when you call 
decides on their own what to do. 

This is completely unacceptable, makes no sense to anyone, and 
bothers me way more than it should. Figure it out, Calgary, before we get 
to Mark Giordano in a few years and you just tape an upside-down 5 to 
the door of a men’s room stall. 

29. Minnesota Wild 

Numbers retired: Mikko Koivu’s 9 later this season, plus 1 for the fans 

The only established team to have never had a Hall of Famer, the Wild 
would be right there with the Kraken for hanging a banner for their fans. 
(Seriously guys, every team has fans, stop doing this.) But Koivu was 
cool, and is a worthy honoree, so we’ll nudge them up the list just a bit. 

28. Washington Capitals 

Numbers retired: Rod Langway’s 5, Yvon Labre’s 7, Mike Gartner’s 11, 
Dale Hunter’s 32 

Langway and Gartner are Hall of Famers, and Hunter is an important part 
of Capitals’ history. Yvon Labre is just a weird pick, and one that probably 
ranks as the worst player to ever have his number retired for non-tragic 
reasons — unless you count the ineptitude of the expansion-era Capitals 
as a tragedy, which maybe we should. Labre played parts of seven 
seasons in Washington and was team captain for a few years. He had 14 
goals. No, not in his best season — that was his career total. They retired 
his number in 1981, because somebody had to be the cautionary 
example for new teams moving too quickly on this stuff. 

I guess the part that bugs me here is that if you’ve got Labre’s number 
hanging in the rafters, you might as well embrace the identity and honor 
everyone who even vaguely deserves it. Where’s Peter Bondra? What 
about Olaf Kolzig? Screw it, let’s do Michal Pivonka, Calle Johansson 
and Mike Ridley. If they did that, I might have them in the top 10. As it 
stands … pick a lane, you know? 

27. St. Louis Blues 

Numbers retired: Al MacInnis’ 2, Bob Gassoff’s 3, Bob Plager’s 5, 
Barclay Plager’s 8, Brian Sutter’s 11, Brett Hull’s 16, Bernie Federko’s 
24, Chris Pronger’s 44 

Ugh, here we go again with a team that can’t figure out how it wants to 
handle numbers. In addition to the eight numbers above, the Blues also 
have five “honored” numbers. One of those is Doug Wickenheiser’s 14, 
which isn’t retired even though it hasn’t been circulated in 20 years. The 
other four are all number 7s: Keith Tkachuk, Garry Unger, Red Berenson 
and Joey Mullen. At this point, you might as well go ahead and do Cliff 
Ronning too, guys. 

I’ve got them higher than Calgary because unlike the Flames, you could 
at least make the case that the Blues have drawn the line between 
honored and retired in a place that makes sense based on importance to 
the franchise. (Gassoff was an early Blue who was killed in an accident 
at 24.) Still, 13 names seems excessive for a 50-year-old franchise that 
hasn’t even got to their one Cup team yet. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Numbers retired: Terry Sawchuk’s 1, Red Kelly’s 4, Nicklas Lidstrom’s 5, 
Ted Lindsay’s 7, Gordie Howe’s 9, Alex Delvecchio’s 10, Sid Abel’s 12, 
Steve Yzerman’s 19 

This is probably a lot lower than you expected to see the Red Wings, but 
I’m going to use this as a chance to get on my soapbox about something 
that bugs me. The Wings are one of the teams that only retires the 
numbers of players who are in the HHOF, and that’s dumb. We already 
have an honor for players who’ve been inducted into the Hall of Fame — 
it’s called being inducted into the Hall of Fame. You’re allowed to use 
your retired numbers to widen the scope a bit when it comes to 
recognizing the guys who’ve been important to your franchise. 

For example, I don’t think Chris Osgood is HHOF-worthy. But should he 
have his number retired in Detroit, where he won three Stanley Cups? Of 
course. So should Vladimir Konstantinov, whose number is listed as 
honored but not retired. Loosen up, Detroit. 

Mix in the very weird case of Larry Aurie, whose No. 6 was the first in 
franchise history to be retired, then was unretired, then was re-retired, 
and then for some reason was unretired again yet still remains out of 
circulation, and it’s kind of a mess in Detroit. And don’t even get me 
started on Sergei Fedorov. 

25. Arizona Coyotes 

Numbers retired: Shane Doan’s 19 

That’s a deceivingly simple list, because the Coyotes also have a long list 
of honored numbers, including all of the original Jets’ retired numbers 
plus former head coach Wayne Gretzky’s 99 even though he never 
played for the team. The weird thing is that the Jets numbers originally 
stayed retired when the team moved, then were unretired years later. 
Franchise relocations are tricky, as we’ll see a few times here, but there’s 
a decidedly confused vibe in Arizona. They did add super fan Leighton 
Accardo in their Ring of Honor, which is cool. 

24. New York Rangers 

Numbers retired: Eddie Giacomin’s 1, Brian Leetch’s 2, Harry Howell’s 3, 
Rod Gilbert’s 7, 9 for both Andy Bathgate and Adam Graves, 11 for Mark 
Messier and Vic Hadfield, Jean Ratelle’s 19, Henrik Lundqvist’s 30, Mike 
Richter’s 35 

No Original Six team has less star power to draw from, but the Rangers 
still wind up with a solid mix of Hall of Famers and lesser names that still 
meant a lot to the team. Graves is the one that always raises a few 
eyebrows in other fan bases, but Ranger fans love the guy. It is a little 
weird that both Bathgate and Hadfield had their numbers retired after 
Graves and Messier. And seriously, what’s the deal with Brad Park? 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Numbers retired: Rick Nash’s 61 in a few weeks 

The team has also honored the number 80 for Matiss Kivlenieks, and 
Nash is pretty clearly the only other player in franchise history who 
deserves consideration. No problems here. 

22. Carolina Hurricanes 

Numbers retired: Glen Wesley’s 2, Ron Francis’s 10, Rod Brind’Amour’s 
17 

The Hurricanes also have some numbers that are out of circulation due 
to tragedy but not officially retired, including Steve Chiasson’s 3 and 
Josef Vasicek’s 63. But the weird one here is Gordie Howe, whose 
number was retired by the Whalers, then unretired when the team moved 
to Carolina (along with Rick Ley and John McKenzie), then never given 
out in a quarter-century of Hurricanes history. He’s one of the greatest 
players ever and he was part of your franchise, it’s OK to just retire the 
number. 

21. Winnipeg Jets 

Numbers retired: Nobody… kind of. 

The modern Jets don’t have any officially retired numbers, although they 
do recognize several original Jets as “honored.” I get wanting to carve 
out your own history, I’m fine with ignoring an Atlanta star like Ilya 
Kovalchuk, and many of your current fans don’t even know who WHA 
guys like Ulf Nilsson or Ab McDonald were. But Dale Hawerchuk’s 
number should absolutely be formally retired in Winnipeg, end of story. 
You could argue that it basically already is, since it hangs from the rafters 
and no player will wear it. So let’s make it official. 

20. Vegas Golden Knights 

Numbers retired: 58, for the victims of the 2017 shooting 

No players have been honored, which of course makes sense for a team 
that’s just five seasons old. They do have one number in the rafters, and 
while my feelings on retiring numbers for fans have been well-
established, this was obviously a different situation. The shooting 
happened days before the Golden Knights’ inaugural game, and their 
role in helping the community mourn became a key piece of the team’s 
early identity. No objections here. 

19. Ottawa Senators 
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Numbers retired: Chris Phillips’ 4, Frank Finnigan’s 8, Daniel Alfredsson’s 
11 

No, Finnigan never played for the Senators — it was a different team with 
the same name a century ago, although if I’m going to constantly bang 
that whole “the Jets are the Jets” drum then I guess I have to grudgingly 
allow this too. (The Stanley Cup banners are ridiculous, though.) 
Alfredsson and Phillips are worthy recipients. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Numbers retired: Pavel Bure’s 10, Stan Smyl’s 12, Trevor Linden’s 16, 
Markus Naslund’s 19, Daniel Sedin’s 22, Henrik Sedin’s 33 

Six players, only one of which is a Hall of Famer and three of whom 
weren’t even really in the discussion. You know what? I’m good with that. 
If you go to a game with a new fan and they ask about those six banners, 
you can tell them pretty much the whole story of the Canucks’ history, 
with all of the team’s most beloved players. That’s how it should be. 

I do have to dock them a few spots for this, though: 

THE MOST CANUCKS MOMENT OF ALL-TIME WAS WHEN THE 
LIGHT SHINING THROUGH NASLUND'S #19 BANNER FORMED A 
GIANT FROWNY FACE. PIC.TWITTER.COM/Q2VRVVXV 

— DOWN GOES BROWN (@DOWNGOESBROWN) NOVEMBER 8, 
2012 

17. Philadelphia Flyers 

Numbers retired: Bernie Parent’s 1, Mark Howe’s 2, Barry Ashbee’s 4, 
Bill Barber’s 7, Bobby Clarke’s 16 and Eric Lindros’ 88 

Ashbee was a career minor-leaguer who didn’t crack the Flyers lineup 
full-time until he was 31, had his career ended by an eye injury and died 
of cancer at 37. The other five are all Hall of Famers, which seems to be 
a de facto policy for the Flyers, explaining why Howe and Lindros had to 
wait until they got their HHOF calls. 

Do guys like Reggie Leach, Ron Hextall or Mark Recchi deserve the 
honor? Maybe, although some fans will prefer the high standards. The 
one sticking point here is Pelle Lindbergh, whose 31 has never been 
given out since his death in 1986 but remains only unofficially retired. 
Given Ashbee was already honored, Lindbergh seems like an odd 
omission. 

16. Chicago Blackhawks 

Numbers retired: Glenn Hall’s 1, 3 for Keith Magnuson and Pierre Pilote, 
Bobby Hull’s 9, Denis Savard’s 18, Stan Mikita’s 21, Tony Esposito’s 35 

With only seven names, the Blackhawks have the fewest honorees of all 
the Original Six teams. You can’t argue with any of the names here 
except maybe Magnuson, and he was a longtime Hawk who died young. 
But I think there’s a case to be made that the Blackhawks are being way 
too stingy when it comes to the modern era, with names like Jeremy 
Roenick, Doug Wilson, Steve Larmer and Chris Chelios all having good 
cases. Are we really going to pretend that Denis Savard was the only 
great player this team had in the decades between Esposito and the 
Kane/Toews years? 

15. Colorado Avalanche 

Numbers retired: Joe Sakic’s 19, Peter Forsberg’s 21, Milan Hejduk’s 23, 
Patrick Roy’s 33, Adam Foote’s 52, Ray Bourque’s 77 

The Avs chose not to carry over the Nordique’s three retired numbers (for 
Michel Goulet, J.C. Tremblay and Marc Tardif), which is their right. 
Beyond that, no issues here unless you have a problem with Bourque’s 
inclusion, which a lot of you do but I don’t. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Numbers retired: Mario Lemieux’s 66, Michel Briere’s 21 

If you’re not a Pittsburgh fan then you may not know Briere; he played 
one season for the expansion-era Penguins before being killed in a car 
accident. 

He’s also the only Penguin to have his number retired apart from 
Lemieux, which seems odd — it’s by far the fewest of any team that’s 

existed since the start of the modern era in 1967. They’ll obviously be 
joined by Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Jaromir Jagr someday, and 
probably Marc-Andre Fleury. But you might think the team would have 
also honored guys like Ron Francis or Tom Barrasso. 

Anyway, I’m giving them bonus points because Lemieux was awesome, 
and his number coming down from the rafters to the tune of “Simply the 
Best” when he made his comeback was just about the best-retired 
number moment of all time. Legitimate chills to this day. 

13. Buffalo Sabres 

Numbers retired: Tim Horton’s 2, Rick Martin’s 7, Gilbert Perrault’s 11, 
Rene Robert’s 14, Pat LaFontaine’s 16, Danny Gare’s 18, Dominik 
Hasek’s 39 

That’s a solid list, although the absence of Dave Andreychuk, Phil 
Housley and Alexander Mogilny could all be argued. We can assume 
Ryan Miller’s 30 is next in line, right? 

12. New Jersey Devils 

Numbers retired: Ken Daneyko’s 3, Scott Stevens’ 4, Patrik Elias’ 26, 
Scott Niedermayer’s 27, Martin Brodeur’s 30 

You could make a case for Scott Gomez and maybe John MacLean, and 
Zach Parise will make for a debate when he’s done. But for now, I think 
they’ve got their list just about right. And yes, that includes Daneyko, a 
guy who never got a Norris vote or played in an All-Star Game or even 
had his name come up in a Hall of Fame discussion but is absolutely the 
sort of franchise pillar who deserves to have his number honored. 

11. Edmonton Oilers 

Numbers retired: Al Hamilton’s 3, Kevin Lowe’s 4, Paul Coffey’s 7, Glenn 
Anderson’s 9, Mark Messier’s 11, Jari Kurri’s 17, Grant Fuhr’s 31, Wayne 
Gretzky’s 99 

Yeah, it’s OK to admit that you don’t know who Al Hamilton is. 

In another case of a new-ish team jumping the gun, the Oilers honored 
Hamilton in just their second NHL season. The honor was based on his 
time with the team during their WHA days, and he was reasonably good 
for a few years back then. But today, alongside seven Hall of Famers 
from the dynasty years, his inclusion looks weird. 

They also have a number hanging for announcer Rod Phillips, but 
otherwise, the list stops once the band breaks up in the early 90s. I 
wonder if they get Ryan Smyth or Bill Ranford up there at some point, or 
just wait another 15 years or so for Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Numbers retired: 1 for Turk Broda and Johnny Bower, 7 for Tim Horton 
and King Clancy, 9 for Teeder Kennedy and Charlie Conacher, 10 for Syl 
Apps and George Armstrong, 27 for Darryl Sittler and Frank Mahovlich, 
plus Bill Barilko’s 5, Ace Bailey’s 6, Mats Sundin’s 13, Dave Keon’s 14, 
Wendel Clark’s 17, Borje Salming’s 21 and Doug Gilmour’s 93. 

It’s a long list, but that’s to be expected for a team that’s been around for 
over a century, and all the players are worthy with the exception of 
Wendel Clark, who is worthy twice. 

The problem is that up until recently, the Leafs were another one of those 
weirdo “honored numbers” teams, meaning I grew up watching guys like 
Lucien Deblois wearing 27, Mike Craig wearing 9, and Peter Ing wearing 
1. They finally fixed that a few years ago, but the result of doing it wrong 
for decades is that they’ve got several numbers that are retired for 
multiple players, which is confusing to new fans. 

9. San Jose Sharks 

Numbers retired: Nobody. 

The Sharks are the only team left with no players whose numbers have 
been retired or otherwise honored (or that have been announced for the 
future). You know what? That’s absolutely fine. It’s safe to assume 
Patrick Marleau will get the honor soon, and will probably be followed by 
Joe Thornton and Joe Pavelski once they’re done. And when that 
happens, the moments will feel special because the team didn’t try to 
force an unworthy honor on somebody just to sell a few tickets. 
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8. New York Islanders 

Numbers retired: Denis Potvin’s 5, Clark Gillies’ 9, Bryan Trottier’s 19, 
Mike Bossy’s 22, Bob Nystrom’s 23, John Tonelli’s 27, Billy Smith’s 31, 
Butch Goring’s 91 

It’s pretty much the entire 1980s dynasty and nobody else, which is a 
little weird — no Pat LaFontaine? — but if my team won four Cups in a 
row I’d probably want everyone hanging from the rafters too. Tonelli and 
Goring both had to wait until 2020, which means John Tavares got to 
play his entire Islanders career wearing 91 and Anders Lee still has 27. 
It’s always weird when teams take decades to decide to honor someone, 
but otherwise the Islanders list is great, if a little bit hyper-focused. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Numbers retired: Vincent Lecavalier’s 4, Martin St. Louis’ 27 

Yep. Hard to argue. You could probably find room for Brad Richards if 
you wanted, but otherwise, the Lightning have pretty much nailed it until 
the back-to-back Cup guys are ready. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Numbers retired: Neal Broten’s 7, Bill Goldsworthy’s 8, Mike Modano’s 9, 
Bill Masterton’s 19, Jere Lehtinen’s 26, Sergei Zubov’s 56 

OK, I know I’ve said that I don’t blame teams like the Hurricanes and 
Avalanche for not carrying over retired numbers after a franchise move, 
but I have to admit I think it’s cool that the Stars honored their North 
Stars history. It also means a team in Dallas has more retired numbers 
for Minnesota NHL players than the Wild do, which is interesting. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Numbers retired: Eddie Shore’s 2, Lionel Hitchman’s 3, Bobby Orr’s 4, 
Dit Clapper’s 5, Phil Esposito’s 7, Cam Neely’s 8, Johnny Bucyk’s 9, Milt 
Schmidt’s 15, Rick Middleton’s 16, Willie O’Ree’s 22, Terry O’Reilly’s 24, 
Ray Bourque’s 77 

It’s a long list, but not too long given their history, and most of the names 
are no-brainers. They finally righted a wrong by honoring Willie O’Ree 
earlier this year, so we don’t have to dock them for that oversight. The 
name you might not recognize is Hitchman, who was a good player best 
known for playing with Shore and was actually the second player in NHL 
history to have his number retired, after Ace Bailey. There are a few 
possible omissions here, including Hall of Famers Gerry Cheevers and 
Brad Park. Middleton had to wait until 2018, so maybe there’s still hope, 
but for now this is a great list that might be a little too exclusive. 

That said, they do get bonus points for Esposito’s retirement, which led to 
this genuinely cool moment: 

4. Nashville Predators 

Numbers retired: Pekka Rinne’s 35, which is being honored in a few 
weeks 

Number of retired players in Predators history who’ll have their numbers 
honored: 1 

Number of retired players in Predators history who deserve to have their 
numbers honored: 1 

See everyone, this isn’t that complicated. Nice job, Nashville. 

3. Montreal Canadiens 

Numbers retired: Jacques Plante’s 1, Doug Harvey’s 2, Emile Bouchard’s 
3, Jean Beliveau’s 4, 5 for Bernie Geoffrion and Guy Lapointe, Howie 
Morenz’s 7, Rocket Richard’s 9, Guy Lafleur’s 10, 12 for Yvan Cournoyer 
and Dickie Moore, 16 for Elmer Lach and Henri Richard, Serge Savard’s 
18, Larry Robinson’s 19, Bob Gainey’s 23, Ken Dryden’s 29, Patrick 
Roy’s 33 

Ah, the Habs. It’s one of the longest lists in the league, which you’d 
expect given their rich history, and I don’t think there’s anyone there that 
you could possibly object to. If anything, they might be leaving too many 
key names out, including old-timers like Aurele Joliat, Toe Blake and Bill 
Durnan or dynasty-era stars like Steve Shutt and Jacques Lemaire. 

The bigger issue here is that the Habs are one of those teams that only 
honors Hall of Famers, which means they have no room for somebody 
like Saku Koivu, who always struck me as a guy who deserved the 
honor. But I guess you have to give them credit for setting the bar as high 
as they have. You may have expected them to be number one, and if 
that’s where they are on your list, I can’t really object. 

2. Anaheim Ducks 

Numbers retired: Teemu Selanne’s 8, Paul Kariya’s 9, Scott 
Niedermayer’s 27 

Three players, three Hall of Famers, no question marks to be found. 
Maybe we could quibble over Niedermayer since he was only there for 
five years, but he won a Cup and a Conn Smythe so you really can’t 
argue. It took too long to get Kariya into the rafters, so they’re lucky we 
didn’t do this list a few years ago. But for now, it’s just about perfect. 

1. Los Angeles Kings 

Numbers retired: Rob Blake’s 4, Marcel Dionne’s 16, Dave Taylor’s 18, 
Luc Robitaille’s 20, Rogie Vachon’s 30, Wayne Gretzky’s 99 

Six names, all of them worthy, with five Hall of Famers and then a guy 
who played for the team for 17 years, and not a single omission worth 
arguing about. Pretty much perfect, no notes. 
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The Athletic / LeBrun: Panthers GM Bill Zito on keeping an open mind 
ahead of the deadline — ‘We’re going to look at everything’ 

 

By Pierre LeBrun Feb 3, 2022 

 

The first-place Florida Panthers have finally been slowed down. But only 
by the schedule. 

The Atlantic Division leaders will have had 15 days off between games 
by the time play resumes Feb. 16. And while the rest is welcomed after a 
grueling 47 games in the opening three and a half months, there’s always 
that concern of losing momentum. 

“Yeah, for sure,’’ Panthers GM Bill Zito told The Athletic on Wednesday. 
“You always kind of over-analyze but I took some time to talk to some 
people on the science side and I think we’re OK on the physical side of 
the equation. The rest is going to be really beneficial. Not only do we 
have a lot of the top guys churning a lot of minutes, but they’re bigger 
bodies.’’ 

So for players like Aleksander Barkov, Jonathan Huberdeau, Aaron 
Ekblad and MacKenzie Weegar, the rest should be extra beneficial. 

There’s also the mental and emotional rest for a team that’s battled all 
year long with Toronto and two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa for first place in the Atlantic. It’s felt like a marathon run at full 
speed since Day 1 between those three teams. 

So all in all, despite the loss of mojo concern, the pros appear to 
outweigh those fears and this break should prove to be good. 

“I think it’s going to help. It might be self-serving but we’ll see. Or maybe 
I’m just hoping,’’ Zito said with a laugh. 

These are exciting times in South Florida. The Panthers look the part of a 
team ready to take that next step into the elite penthouse group of teams 
in the NHL. They were very good last season and made the playoffs, but 
this season they’re on a whole new level. 

And they’ve done it while dealing with an unexpected coaching change 
early in the season when Joel Quenneville resigned in lieu of the Kyle 
Beach scandal, forcing the Panthers to make a quick decision and 
promoting Andrew Brunette from the assistant coach role. 
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People may forget, but the initial promotion to interim head coach was 
originally a ‘let’s see where it goes’ type of thing. Brunette hasn’t looked 
back. 

Plain and simple, the Panthers’ players have responded to Brunette as 
head coach. 

“The first few weeks he took over, he was a leader in that chair,’’ Zito 
said of Brunette. “And then he morphed into becoming more of a coach 
and put his own stamp on things. Now, much of it is pretty similar 
because he had worked so closely with Joe, so I don’t think they’re 
dramatic changes systems-wise or the way players are communicated 
with. 

“There hasn’t been a lot of change because it hasn’t been necessary. 
The train kept moving forward.’’ 

And so yes, no one has to worry about Brunette not being the head 
coach for the rest of the season. 

“I think it’s only right and I think he’s earned the runway to have an 
extended period of time to show what he can do as a head coach and so 
far he’s done a great job,’’ Zito said. 

The break in the schedule gives Zito and his front office a bit more time 
to ponder trade deadline scenarios, although there’s still so much time 
before March 21. 

The Panthers are tied with the Avalanche for the NHL lead in goals per 
game (4.09) so offence up front isn’t a concern, and neither is 
goaltending. And while Zito would not show me his cards, I suspect the 
two areas he’s focused on are adding at the blueline — Florida has 
already been connected to the likes of Jakob Chrychun and Ben Chiarot 
among others — and perhaps adding some experience up front. 

Either way, Zito will go shopping. He’s not been shy to do so. 

“We’re going to look at everything,’’ Zito said of keeping an open mind 
ahead of the trade deadline. 

“Sometimes it’s the deal you never considered or didn’t know that was 
there that comes up.’’ 

His point is that at the team’s pro meetings every year, you try to plan for 
each team and each possible available player or scenario, and then still, 
something anticipated pops up. So you have to remain flexible and not 
get tunnel vision as you make your calls heading into the deadline. 

“We’ll look at anything and everything — if we think it can help us, we’ll 
pursue it,’’ said Zito, while adding his usual proviso that he wants to be 
mindful not to mortgage the future too severely. 

One thing that always fascinates me is how GMs respond to rival teams 
around the deadline. There have absolutely been trades in the past 
where a GM felt he got sucked into an arms race and had to respond to a 
team he might face in the first or second round. And then later regretted 
it. 

I bring this up because the Panthers, Lightning and Maple Leafs are all 
having ridiculous seasons, with points percentages above .700 heading 
into the All-Star break. Plus you’ve got Boston lurking just below as a 
dangerous, veteran playoff team. 

I asked Zito how hard it will be not to react to what his divisional rivals 
may do before March 21. 

“I don’t look at it from the perspective of what are the other teams doing,’’ 
Zito said. “I look at it from the perspective of what makes our team the 
best team we can be, right? 

In my mind, the Cup is going to go to the best team, not the best 
collection of talent. So, just because the competitors acquire another 
talented piece, does that make their team better? Obviously, they think 
so, that’s their business. 

“But we want to make moves that allow our team, each piece to 
maximize his value and contribute to the team for the collective to be as 
strong and valuable as it can possibly be.’’ 

The Panthers have huge respect for their state rivals and hope playing 
the Cup champs in the playoffs last year will be something they can truly 
learn from if they get another crack at it. 

“For sure, for sure, there’s so many lessons that you can take from those 
experiences,’’ Zito said. “I think everybody learned and hopefully will 
push ourselves to utilize those lessons to make ourselves better.’’ 

Let’s all be honest here: Who doesn’t want to see Lightning-Panthers 
again? 

Sign me up. 

What’s so impressive about the way the Panthers have found ways to 
win this season has been how different people have stepped up. Just this 
past week, Mason Marchment had an eye-popping six points. He’s got a 
come long way and worked hard to earn ice time in that talented 
Panthers lineup. 

“It’s funny because when I was still in Columbus (as AGM), I remember 
John Davidson and I going to watch a Marlies (AHL) game in Toronto,’’ 
Zito said. “Marchment had a heck of a game for the Marlies. I remember 
we were talking about him.’’ 

The Panthers, before Zito got to Florida, acquired Marchment from the 
Leafs organization in February 2020 (for Denis Malgin). Zito remembers 
being at his first Panthers training camp and running into Marchment. 

“He was one of the first guys I talked to,’’ said Zito. “I said to him, ‘I saw 
you with the Marlies and really, really liked you. You’re going to have a 
chance here.’ It took a little while, but Mason kept saying, ‘I’m telling you, 
I’m going to make it, I’m telling you I’m going to make it.’ 

“I said, ‘You don’t have to tell me, I know you’re going to make it.’ 
Everything that guy has got, he’s earned it, man.’’ 

But if there’s a player that epitomizes the Panthers’ next-level season, it’s 
obviously got to be Huberdeau, who leads all NHL scorers with 64 points 
and is on pace to easily eclipse his career-high 92 points set in 2018-19. 
The veteran forward has always been an offensive force, but what he’s 
doing this season has got him more national attention and deservedly so. 

“He’s a threat every time he touches the puck,’’ Zito said. “He’s working 
his tail off. He’s providing leadership on and off the ice. There’s a lot of 
things he does in terms of leadership that kind of goes unheralded. 

“But it’s been a real treat to watch that level of skill and that level of 
hockey sense,” added the Panthers GM. “He’s elevating his game and in 
my mind, it’s a combination of work ethic and the fact he’s really enjoying 
hockey.’’ 

What’s not to enjoy these days in South Florida? 
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The Athletic / The Wednesday Game: Former baseball MVP Justin 
Morneau creates an icy ‘Field of Dreams’ in Minnesota 

 

By Michael Russo and Dan Hayes 132  

 

It’s 16 degrees with a windchill making it feel like 3. 

A dozen buddies gather on a freshly scraped and resurfaced sheet of ice 
in a western suburb of Minneapolis for a nighttime pickup hockey game 
in the backyard of a magnificent home. The ice is so illuminated you’d 
swear you’re inside an NHL arena if not for the wonderful, unmistakable 
scent of a wood-burning fire next to the rink and, of course, the frosty 
temperature. Christmas lights stream the fencing and bushes that 
surround the rink, and soft music plays from speakers mounted at both 
ends of the ice. 

The setting is perfect, and so is the symphony of sound coming from 
pucks striking the boards and skates carving the ice. Quips and chirps 
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and snickers pass from the lips of laughing, smack-talking pals as they 
get ready for their weekly game. 

“How are we going to pick teams?” Justin Morneau asks after they agree 
to split the players into four groups of three. 

“Lefties vs. righties?” somebody responds. 

“Tall guys vs. short guys?” asks another. 

“How about Canadians vs. Americans?” 

“What about our old uniform numbers?” 

“Why don’t we put our sticks in the middle?” Joe Mauer pipes up. 

“Yeah, yeah, yeah. That’s old school,” says Wes Walz. 

“Buff, Buff, Buff, where are you?” Paul Martin yells out. 

“Right here!” 

“Buff, we need you. Get out here,” Jordan Leopold yells. 

And with that, Dustin Byfuglien, minutes after arriving on his fluorescent 
yellow four-wheeler for the sole purpose of being a spectator, at least on 
this night, falls to his knees and slides out to center-ice. 

Like kids on a neighborhood pond, the former professional baseball and 
hockey players toss their sticks into a pile for the ritual of choosing teams 
before a game of shinny. 

Wearing a plaid flannel shirt untucked and flowing over his cargo pants, 
“Big Buff” — the hulking former Winnipeg Jets defenseman who a few 
years ago walked away from the game with two years and $14 million left 
on his contract — begins separating sticks at random into four piles with 
a wide, gap-toothed smile. 

With the teams picked, Morneau blurts out, “Anthems? Hats off, boys!” 

With no American or Canadian flag hanging, players remove their 
helmets, toques and Santa hats and turn toward the southern end zone, 
where a half-hour earlier Morneau and Mauer, with grins creasing their 
faces, fastened a Mauer Chevrolet banner onto the fence because the 
one thing that had been missing during the three years of this 
“Wednesday Game” was sponsorship signage. 

Leopold, Prosser and Martin comically begin singing, “O Canada.” 

After they decide which two teams will start the round-robin tournament 
of games, Nate Prosser skates to the sideboards to exit the ice. 

“You got benched already?” Mark Parrish chirps. 

“Yup, right to the Pross box,” Prosser says. “Nothing changes.” 

As Big Buff puts another log on the fire, Parrish says it’s so cold he can 
barely feel his toes inside his skates. 

“This is like early October in Winnipeg,” Byfuglien deadpans. 

On the ice are former Major League Baseball players and NHLers with 
resumes that include MVPs, batting titles, Gold Gloves, Hobey Bakers, 
NCAA championships and All-Star Game nods. Their professional 
playing days may be behind them, but they still starve for competition 
and for the camaraderie they once found as active players. 

Morneau, who grew up in Western Canada dreaming of playing in the 
NHL, started this Wednesday pickup game 3 1/2 years ago. He put in the 
rink and built a barn that acts as a maintenance shed and warming 
house. Half the barn is a locker room, outfitted with stalls for gear, and, of 
course, a beer fridge. 

“I feel like we’re the last generation of just calling your buddies up from 
down the street and asking them to come over and play,” says Morneau, 
wearing a New Westminster Royals hockey jersey. “I never wanted to 
leave the clubhouse because I knew at some point I wasn’t going to be 
allowed back in.” 

Says Parrish: “We’re all in that same boat. It’s maybe a little bit of reliving 
the glory years, but more than anything it’s being on the ice and having 
fun playing a game. I don’t care how old we are, we’re a bunch of 
immature kids.” 

(Editor’s note: To see this special outdoor game come alive, click on the 
short documentary below from Minnesota filmmaker Marius Anderson.) 

Fifteen minutes before puck drop, Morneau takes one final lap on his 
modified Zamboni to smooth over any rough patches on the ice. Though 
the setting for their first-ever night game is pristine under the white-yellow 
glow of the lights surrounding the rink, the ice is not. 

A storm the previous week wreaked havoc, dumping a mixture of rain 
and snow. Still, Morneau smiles as he steers the tractor outfitted with ice-
resurfacing equipment into a garage just off the rink. 

“My hope always as the ice man is that the ice is good,” Morneau says. 
“You don’t want a bad hop or to hurt the knee or the ankle or something.” 

Morneau spends as many as 10 hours a week preparing the ice for the 
weekly game, which typically lasts no more than an hour. 

With the help of a professional company that floods it, the rink has gone 
in every November for the past four years. Using chillers and glycol 
commonly used in NHL rinks, Morneau is able to maintain good ice until 
the outdoor temperature rises above 45 degrees Fahrenheit. 

He first pitched the idea of the rink to his wife, Krista, in the fall of 2018 
as a way for his children to accrue extra ice time at home. Of his five 
children ages 2 to 11, three have already played hockey. But it was 
quickly evident to Krista what the rink was really about. Shortly after the 
ice went in, Morneau began to host a group of friends for a weekly game 
of pickup hockey. 

“I always said, ‘Be truthful. This isn’t for the kids. It’s for you,’” Krista 
says. “Everyone drop their kids off at school, come and trash talk, play 
for half an hour and then sit in the warming house and talk longer than for 
what you play. It’s just a good way for them all to connect.” 

Morneau, 40, admits the early part of his post-playing career wasn’t easy. 
He last played for Team Canada during the 2017 World Baseball Classic 
and hoped to use the event as a springboard for one more season in the 
big leagues. But he never got a call and officially retired in January 2018. 

While family obligations and hobby-farming take up the bulk of Morneau’s 
days, the part-time Twins analyst still sought other ways to fill the void of 
time spent with teammates in the clubhouse, on buses and planes and in 
the dugout. 

To do so, he found a new cast of teammates. 

Among the regulars are former Twins third baseman Corey Koskie, 
Twins equipment manager Rod McCormick and Mauer, who started to 
play after he retired in November 2018. Twins vice president of 
communications and content Dustin Morse and travel director Mike 
Herman also occasionally play. 

Parrish, 45, who lives five minutes up the road, signed on early, too. 

Included in a talented, rotating cast of former NHL players beyond 
Parrish is Walz, 51, Byfuglien, 36, Prosser, 35, Martin, 40, Leopold, 41, 
Ryan Malone, 42, Blake Sloan, 46, and Keith Ballard, 39, plus former 
pros Geno Parrish, 47, Mark’s big brother, who just may have the best 
hands of them all, and Mike Rucinski, 46. 

“I like to think of it as a little sanctuary in the backyard where guys can 
come out and can be left alone,” Morneau says. “We can kind of get a 
little bit of that locker room talk here in the warming house and go back 
and talk about the glory days and just have a little fun get-together. And 
then everyone goes about their day.” 

“It’s a mini-locker room replicated once a week.” 

Joe Mauer rocking his Minnesota high school colors. (Marius Anderson / 
Special to The Athletic) 

Anticipation for each game starts building a few days earlier when 
Morneau sends a group text message to establish a time for the puck 
drop and a roster. But the electronic chain quickly devolves into an outlet 
for trash talking. 

What happens on Wednesday lives forever in the text thread. Playful 
banter isn’t restricted to the ice and warming house. 

“We rip on each other,” Koskie says. “You have to have thick skin.” 
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Wins and losses. Funny moments. Boneheaded plays. 

All become targets in the amount of time it takes to type and hit send. 
Every time a game is announced, the relentless bashing of one another 
begins again. 

“It’s just having fun with guys, keeping each other accountable, laughing, 
joking and having a good time,” Mauer says. “As you can see, we’re all 
competitive.” 

One of Koskie’s favorite moments is when Morneau informed the group 
he had purchased a Zamboni to manage the ice. Morneau is such a 
perfectionist that he’s willing to spend tens of thousands of dollars to 
keep the ice in tip-top shape. 

Koskie quickly texted Morneau back to tell him he was crazy — the ice 
was too small for an industrial-sized Zamboni. In Koskie’s estimation, 
there was no way a Zamboni could turn around on Morneau’s 80-by-44-
foot patch. Morneau was adamant it would work. The Zamboni 
salesperson had assured him. 

A day later, Koskie headed to Morneau’s house for the unveiling. Within 
minutes, Morneau went from a proud Zamboni driver to a frustrated one. 
Morneau’s Zamboni adventure has lived in infamy. The rest of the group 
knew within a millisecond. 

“He got it and was all excited,” says Koskie, 48. “I go over there for the 
inception and he goes to turn and he can’t turn. He calls the guy up and 
the guy came to pick it up the next day. 

“I’m like, ‘Dude, I told you so.’ But sometimes these young cats got to go 
through it themselves, figure it out and make their own mistakes.” 

The game is competitive but civil. (Marius Anderson / Special to The 
Athletic) 

As they dart across the ice in pursuit of the puck, the players are mindful 
of one another. 

This is not kill-or-be-killed hockey. 

Dirty play is nonexistent. Same with physicality. Aside from Mauer’s 
playful lunge at Morneau in the first game of the night, high sticking 
almost never occurs. 

But make no mistake: These guys compete. 

“Walzy still can play,” Koskie says of the former Wild center. “He takes 
his game to a whole different level. When Walzy shows up, you want him 
on your team because he’s going to be going into the corners. When 
everybody else is gasping for air, Walzy’s getting his second wind and 
he’s dominating.” 

Parrish, who had a history of concussions during his 12-year NHL career, 
is quick to point out that the guys who have suffered head injuries are the 
ones who wear helmets. 

Even though they didn’t play a contact sport like their NHL brethren, 
Koskie, Mauer and Morneau are no strangers to concussions either. All 
of their careers were severely impacted by head injuries. 

The American League’s 2009 Most Valuable Player, Mauer was 
considered among the best catchers in the game, a complete package. 
But he never caught again after suffering the first of two concussions on 
Aug. 19, 2013. 

Mauer, who retired at age 35 after his 2018 concussion, dealt with 
headaches, nausea, sensitivity to light and vision problems. 

Were the pickup game played at full speed, Mauer, now 38, would find 
another hobby. 

“I wouldn’t be on this ice, that’s for sure,” Mauer says with a laugh. “We 
all want to walk away from that Wednesday morning skate healthy and 
ready to go back to our families.” 

Potentially en route to his second AL MVP award, Morneau suffered the 
first of his two concussions on July 7, 2010. He missed the rest of the 
season after taking a knee to the head while breaking up a double play. 
Five years later, Morneau missed nearly four months with another 
concussion. 

Koskie dove for a ball on July 5, 2006, at Miller Park in Milwaukee and hit 
his head. Just like that, a nine-year career was derailed as Koskie 
occasionally experienced symptoms for the next three years. 

“I would love to be able to play in a Tuesday-night-at-10-o’clock old-
man’s league,” Morneau says. “Not that somebody would run me, but I 
could be looking back for a pass and make accidental contact. Out here, 
everyone is aware of each other and nobody wants to be responsible for 
hurting somebody else.” 

With sweat pouring from the top of his steaming head, Parrish and Walz 
follow Leopold, Martin and Sloan into the locker room to cool down and 
yuck it up after one of the three-on-three contests. 

“I backchecked once that game,” Parrish says proudly. 

“That’s one more time than you ever did in an NHL game,” Leopold, 
playing in a Santa Claus costume and hat, shoots back. 

A chorus of laughter erupts. 

“Man, you worked hard that game, Leo,” Parrish says. 

Leopold, turning to his old University of Minnesota teammate, Martin, in 
the neighboring stall, doesn’t miss a beat with his comeback: “I had to 
work twice as hard because Pauly wasn’t working hard.” 

As much as these athletes come for the hockey, this is what they also 
come for, sitting in the locker room and bantering with their buddies. 

“There’s nothing like locker room talk,” says Byfuglien, as he takes a swig 
of his Molson. 

“The chirps, they never end,” says Sloan. 

And with that, the barbs continue. 

“Walzie gave me the fish hook like seven times that game. I kept 
thinking, ‘Fuck, I remember that,’” Leopold says. 

“Yeah, Walzie, you took at least half a dozen penalties on Santa that 
game like it was 1998,” quips Parrish. 

“Well, you buried me in the corner,” Leopold tells Parrish. 

“My knee took the worst of it,” Parrish says. 

“I almost choked when you go, ‘Are you OK, Santa?’” Leopold says. 

“Parry, that’s a lot of man to move,” Martin tells Parrish. 

Leopold gets a kick out of the crack. 

“I’m like Buff. You can’t move Buff anymore,” Leopold says. 

“Well,” Sloan says, “Parry just put one off my face.” 

Parrish: “Your face was in my way.” 

Prosser suddenly walks in. 

They begin talking about Prosser’s glory days in his hometown of Elk 
River, Minn. Walz had just accompanied one of his kids to a tournament 
there and saw a mural featuring Prosser on one of the walls of the new 
rink. 

“How long did it take you to put it up? Did you have to bring your own 
drill?” Walz says. 

“Oh, come on!” Prosser replies as laughs get louder. 

Morneau and Mauer walk in and the old stories begin. 

They’re riveted as the hockey players unleash story after story. Each 
story inevitably reminds Morneau and Mauer about something in their 
history together, and similarly, the hockey guys are all ears. 

“The locker room is what we all miss the most whether we realize it or 
not,” Parrish says. 

It’s time for the championship game. 

On this night, it’s Parrish, his brother, Geno, and Walz against Morneau, 
Morse and Rucinski. 
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Morneau’s team, surprisingly, jumps out to a 1-0 lead. 

That’s when the competitive nature of the hockey guys takes over and 
they come roaring back for the win by continuing to sling pucks in the 12-
inch-by-6-inch goal from long distance. 

After the victory, Walz skates over to the Parrish brothers and jokes: “I’m 
so tired of doing interviews. Can somebody else jump in for me?” 

And with that, Parrish, Walz and the rest head back to the warming 
house. 

“It’s a nice distraction from being the daily Uber driver,” Morneau says. 
“It’s our time. We’re out here and you kind of get lost in the competition. 

“It’s a very special thing.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blackhawks' Rocky Wirtz angrily criticizes reporters for 
asking about Beach scandal 

 

Josh Beneteau@jbenny15February 2, 2022, 9:56 PM 

 

Editor's note: The following story deals with sexual assault, and may be 
upsetting or offensive to some readers. If you or someone you know is in 
need of support, those in Canada can find province-specific centres, 
crisis lines and services here. For readers in America, a list of resources 
and references for survivors and their loved ones can be found here. 

Chicago Blackhawks chairman Rocky Wirtz angrily berated reporters 
who were trying to ask questions about the team's response to the sexual 
assault scandal that rocked the organization last year, saying that how 
the team is learning from the past is "none of your business." 

The two incidents occurred during a town hall hosted by the Blackhawks 
where the organization gave an update to fans and media about its 
direction and search for a new general manager. 

In a statement released hours after the event concluded, Wirtz 
apologized for his behaviour and admitted he "crossed the line." 

"I want to apologize to the fans and those reporters, and I regret that my 
response overshadowed the great work this organization is doing to 
move forward," the statement reads. "We have the right leaders and right 
processes in place to create a safe environment for our employees and 
players." 

About halfway through the event, a reporter from The Athletic attempted 
to ask Wirtz a question about what the Blackhawks are doing to make 
sure that what happened to Kyle Beach doesn't happen to anyone else. 

"I think the report speaks for itself. The people who were involved are no 
longer here. We're not looking back on 2010, we're looking forward. And 
we're not going to talk about 2010," Wirtz said, referencing the Jenner & 
Block report  

Published last fall that highlighted a number of failures made by the 
Blackhawks after a former player -- Beach -- reported that he was 
sexually assaulted by then video coach Brad Aldrich during the team's 
run to the 2010 Stanley Cup. 

After a brief follow-up from the reporter, Wirtz repeated himself, saying 
"We're moving forward, that is my answer. Now, what's your next 
question?" 

Wirtz's son Danny, who is the Blackhawks' CEO and was also part of the 
panel, then spoke up saying "I can pick up to what we are doing today" 
but he was interrupted by his father, who said, "no, that's none of your 
business" while pointing out to the crowd. 

"What we're going to do today is our business, I don't think it's any of 
your business," the senior Wirtz said back to the reporter. When asked 

why, Wirtz responded "Because I don't think it's any of your business. 
You don't work for the company." 

"If someone in the company asks that question, we'll answer it," Wirtz 
continued. "And I think you should get on to the next subject. We're not 
going to talk about Kyle Beach, we're not going to talk about anything 
that happened. Now we're moving on, what more do I have to say? Do 
you want to keep asking the same question, and hear the same answer?" 

Remaining Time -2:19 

Danny Wirtz says Blackhawks will have 'clear accountability' with next 
general manager 

A few minutes later, a second reporter from the Chicago Tribune 
attempted to ask the same question The Athletic reporter asked. 

"I told you to get off the subject," Wirtz replied. "We're not going to bring 
up the report... I told you, we're moving on. I think you're out of line to ask 
that line of questions. Why don't you ask about something else? Why 
don't you ask about the GM search? Why don't you do something else? 
Why do you bring up old business?" 

The Tribune reporter then attempted to ask a question about season 
ticket holders and the ticket resale market, but Wirtz interrupted him 
before he completed his question. 

"I didn't realize you were in our ticket department," Wirtz said. "Come on, 
come on. Let's talk about all the negative stuff. Do you want to talk about 
your paper? And what the sports page looks like. Can I do that?" 

Remaining Time -2:32 

What Wirtz's exchanges with reporters during Blackhawks town hall 
revealed 

The Blackhawks were served with two lawsuits in May of 2021 -- one 
from Beach and another from an unnamed John Doe -- that charged the 
organization for not taking allegations against Aldrich seriously, which 
resulted in him being allowed to stay in the community and harm others. 
In June of 2021, the team commissioned law firm Jenner & Block to do a 
full investigation and a report was  

Published on Oct. 26. The report -- which was written off after 139 
interviews, 100 gigabytes of electronic documents and 49 boxes of paper 
documents were reviewed -- showed that senior members of the 
Blackhawks failed to act in a timely manner when presented with 
allegations that Aldrich had sexually assaulted Beach -- who was a 
player on the team at the time. 

Following the report's publication, general manager Stan Bowman and 
hockey operations executive Al MacIsaac resigned from their posts while 
Florida Panthers head coach Joel Quenneville -- who was the 
Blackhawks coach at the time -- resigned as well. 

"It is clear the organization and its executives at that time did not live up 
to our own standards or values in handling these disturbing incidents," 
the team stated in a letter released immediately following the report's 
publication. "We deeply regret the harm caused to John Doe and the 
other individuals who were affected and the failure to promptly respond. 
As an organization, we extend our profound apologies to the individuals 
who suffered from these experiences. We must – and will – do better." 

Remaining Time -3:10 

Gretzky reflects on Wirtz outburst and Blackhawks cover-up 

Wirtz's outburst drew sharp criticism from across the hockey world, 
including from Wayne Gretzky while speaking on an intermission panel 
on TNT. 

"From every point of view, this is just a horrible scenario, horrible 
situation what happened to that young man," Gretzky said. "But I'm sitting 
here thinking, as a parent, you're sitting here going 'my son is 18 years 
old, he's going to maybe be drafted by that team... I want to know my 18-
year-old son is going to be protected.'" 

The NHL fined the Blackhawks $2 million after the report was published. 
The team settled its lawsuit with Beach in mediation on Dec. 15 for an 
undisclosed amount. 
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In the months since the findings of the report were made public, the team 
has been searching for a new general manager to oversee a new era 
after Bowman -- who served in the role for more than a decade. On 
Monday, the team announced that three former players -- Eddie Olczyk, 
Marian Hossa and Patrick Sharp -- would help in that search. 

Olczyk was the moderator of Wednesday's event and asked some 
questions to the panel on behalf of fans. One of those questions to 
Danny Wirtz was about what he is looking for in the next general 
manager. 

"It's clear we need a better-defined plan and a better path forward," the 
younger Wirtz said. "A lot of the plan for this will be determined by that 
general manager. We've had a lot of conversation around structure: Do 
you want to put a president? Do you want to put a GM? And when it 
came down to it, for me, it's clearly about accountability." 
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Sportsnet.ca / With newfound depth, Oilers enter break on high end of 
roller-coaster first half 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecFebruary 3, 2022, 12:12 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It was a circuitous route to a win that was 13 years in the 
making, but as the Edmonton Oilers enter their All-Star break they look 
like a team with depth that is beginning to figure themselves out. 

A 5-3 win that featured a 3-0 Oilers lead by the 5:07 mark — but would 
eventually be won on Ryan Nugent-Hopkins’ shorthanded goal with 4:03 
to play — was whacky. But wins in five of their past six and a road trip 
where Edmonton secured five of six points was anything but out of whack 
to Nugent-Hopkins, who added an assist and an empty-netter for a three-
point night. 

“You’ve got to find a way to win games,” reasoned Nugent-Hopkins, who 
is looking rather comfortable with five points in three games since 
returning to his familiar spot as a centreman. “We found ways early in the 
season to win, and then we found ways in that tough (15-game) stretch 
to lose. We put ourselves in a good position early in the game tonight, 
and it’s not like we just stopped playing. They just had a push, and they 
fought their way back in the game. But we stuck with it as much as we 
could and found a way to get it done.” 

Leon Draisaitl (goal No. 32), Evander Kane (2nd) and Connor McDavid 
(23rd) scored on three of the Oilers’ first four shots on Ilya Samsonov, 
who got the hook from Caps head coach Peter Laviolette. 

With 30-year-old journeyman Pheonix Copley thrust between the pipes 
for the first time as a Capital, Washington pecked away, eventually tying 
the game 3-3 early in the third. Then, a late Tyson Barrie penalty set the 
table for the Caps — who were without Alexander Ovechkin (Covid 
protocol) — to finish the job on the power play. 

Alas, that’s where Zach Hyman and Nugent-Hopkins took over. They 
stole a puck and finished off a scrambly two-on-one for the rare 
shorthanded game-winner, Edmonton’s fifth shorty of the season. 

“It’s frustrating to get back in there, and then not having it get completed,” 
admitted Laviolette. “I thought we took the game over. It’s tough the way 
it ended. Frustrating. Disappointing.” 

Edmonton hadn’t notched a regulation win in Washington in 13 years. 
That made this the first one in Nugent-Hopkins’ 691-game career, and 
the crafty vet’s cerebral game was on display from the drop of the puck. 

“He’s awesome. A great player, great guy, and I'm having a blast playing 
with him,” Hyman said of his new centreman. “We’re on the ice together 
a lot, and he's just so solid in all aspects of the game. It was a big night 
for him on the scoreboard, but even when he’s not on the scoreboard 
he’s doing all the right things.” 

Remaining Time -1:48 

Hyman happy Oilers are 'learning how to win the right way' 

That line (with Derek Ryan at right wing, for this game) changes the mix 
for the depth-challenged Oilers, on a night where all three top lines 
scored. In wins over the Caps and the Montreal Canadiens on this trip, 
Edmonton scored 12 times with Connor McDavid recording but a single 
point. 

Don’t worry about McDavid, he’ll produce. What this team needs is to win 
more games when he’s not all over the score sheet. Guys like Nugent-
Hopkins and Hyman working on separate lines makes the coach more 
comfortable, for sure. 

“When you look on the bench and you’re looking for somebody to get a 
certain job done, (Nugent-Hopkins) usually fits the criteria — no matter 
what you’re looking for,” said Tippett, who changed his lines as soon as 
Evander Kane showed up and stepped on in McDavid’s left side. “Him 
and Hyman have been real good together, and look at the (road) trip. We 
had five of six points and he had three goals on the trip. He’s come 
around, he’s really playing well. 

Edmonton’s penalty kill has been awful of late, but couldn’t have been 
more stingy Wednesday. With Ovechkin out, the Caps did not get a shot 
on goal in three powerplay attempts, then gave up the dagger late in the 
game. 

“The PK has struggled a little bit, and it's by no coincidence that those 
two guys (RNH and Hyman) were out for a while,” said Tippett. “So 
they’ve come back and really kind of settled things down for us, and 
tonight got a huge goal for us along with the kills.” 

Kane scored again, and was physically involved all night long. He’s 
arrived as advertised, a big, strong winger who can score and make your 
team tougher. He took a couple of big hits and looked injured at one 
point, but kept coming, a dose of physicality that this lineup dearly needs. 

“Both his goals have been on deflections, but he's a big guy in front of the 
net and he gets rewarded to go there,” said Tippett. “So far I’m really, 
really pleased with what we’re seeing.” 

So the Oilers head into their shortened break on the high end of a roller-
coaster first half. 

They opened the season at 9-1, and were 16-5 through 21 games. Then 
they sandwiched two lonely wins between losing streaks of six and seven 
games. Now they’ve won five of six, and will have the weekend off before 
embarking on a second-half that features 40 games in 82 days. 

Where does Wednesday’s win stand in all of that? We’ll tell you 
sometime down the road. 

“It’s a long, 82-game season,” began Hyman, “and you have different 
moments that define your team … (but) you don't really know until later 
on (which ones they are). So yeah, it was a big, important win for us to 
go into the All-Star break feeling good about our game. 

“Then we'll come back it's going to be a jam-packed schedule.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames all-star Gaudreau 'playing pond hockey' with high-
end skill 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisFebruary 3, 2022, 1:53 AM 

 

Battling behind the net for a loose puck, the fertile mind of Johnny 
Gaudreau prompted him to gently flip the puck over the cage before 
darting around to try batting it out of the air and in. 

His one-man attempt to pull off the Zegras/Milano move ended up going 
wide, which was one of the few times the club didn’t record a shot on 
goal. 
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On a night that saw him record seven of the 50 shots fired at Arizona 
netminder Karel Vejmelka, the Flames winger put on display the type of 
skill that earned him an invite to this weekend’s NHL showcase. 

"I think Johnny was getting ready for the all-star game," smiled Darryl 
Sutter, shaking his head when asked about the latest game in which 
Gaudreau shone. 

"He’s a rock star -- he looks like he’s playing pond hockey with a bunch 
of his 13-year-old buddies the way he plays the game," added Blake 
Coleman, who had two goals in the Flames’ 4-2 win at Gila River Arena. 

“It’s fun to watch. It’s probably even more fun to be him and play that 
way. I wish I could do that. 

“He’s one of those guys on a nightly basis where he has moments you 
kind of stand up and say ‘wow.’ It’s special to watch and obviously it’s 
well-deserved for him to represent our team at the all-star game.” 

One night after the club’s dramatic third-period comeback victory in 
Dallas, the Flames parlayed their swagger into a record-tying 26 shots on 
goal in the first. 

Goals by Coleman and Elias Lindholm gave the visitors a 2-1 lead they 
nudged to 3-2 in the second thanks to a Chris Tanev strike. 

By night’s end Tanev had a career-high four points and the Flames had 
their fifth win in six outings, setting them up for an enjoyable week off 
between games. 

However, most of the post-game chatter revolved around Gaudreau’s 
performance, even though he finished with just one assist. 

“Johnny is a hell of a player, and when he’s feeling like he has been 
lately I don’t know if there’s a better player in the league,” said Tanev. 

The win was the Flames' third in a row, leaving them second only to 
Vegas in Pacific Division by winning percentage. 

It’s a perch few could have projected the Flames would sit on at the 
season’s halfway mark. 

“We’re a good team,” said Coleman, summing up an opening 41 games 
that have him at 10 goals, thanks to a recent scoring binge. “We’re trying 
to keep that identity on a night-to-night basis. We’ve gotten better these 
last three games, and we’re seeing some consistency from our group. 

“I think we still need to take the next step, but I think we’re starting to. We 
had our first come from behind win the other night, and that’s something 
you have to be able to do in the playoffs. And obviously we’re a pretty 
good team with the lead. 

“I think if we can find different guys to step up every night and be 
difference makers I think we can be a pretty dangerous team down the 
stretch.” 

It’s a fair statement given the goaltending the team has been getting from 
Jacob Markstrom, and Wednesday night was no exception, as the 
Coyotes tied the game 2-2 in the second before Markstrom shut the door. 

Pulled after two periods a night earlier by Sutter in an effort to kickstart 
the comeback, some figured Markstrom would give way to Dan Vladar. 

Not so. 

“He’s our guy -- he’s going to play a lot of games,” said Sutter, when 
asked if his decision to start Markstrom was aimed at trying to ensure he 
felt good about his game. “It’s not about feeling good about himself. I 
think he’s felt good about himself for quite a while.” 

The Flames are now 17-0-0 when scoring four or more goals and feel 
good about their playoff chances given the fact they are starting to make 
good on the games in hand they have on most teams around them. 

With so many games to make up due to their Christmas Covid break, the 
Flames can breathe easier despite an intense, home-heavy schedule 
that will have them playing 41 games in just over 80 days down the 
stretch. 
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USA TODAY / Chicago Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz: 'We’re not going 
to talk about Kyle Beach' 

 

Cydney Henderson 

 

Chicago Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz says he's no longer "going to 
talk about Kyle Beach," a former player who sued the hockey franchise 
last year after alleging he was sexually assaulted by an assistant coach 
during the team’s 2010 Stanley Cup title run. 

During a town-hall event on Wednesday, Wirtz shut down any further 
questions involving Beach after a reporter asked how the Blackhawks 
intended to prevent any power imbalances between players and coaches 
that led to the sexual abuse scandal. 

"We’re not going to talk about Kyle Beach," said Wirtz, who sat on a 
panel with CEO Danny Wirtz and President of Business Operations 
Jaime Faulkner. "We’re not going to talk about anything that happened. 
Now we’re moving on. What more do I have to say?" 

Beach, a former first-round pick in 2008, filed a lawsuit against the 
Blackhawks in May 2021 for mishandling allegations that then-assistant 
coach Brad Aldrich sexually assaulted him in 2010. An independent 
review released in October found "no action was taken" by the 
Blackhawks after Beach's accusations, leading to the resignation of 
general manager Stan Bowman and vice president of hockey operations 
Al MacIsaac.  

KYLE BEACH:NHL 'let me down and they've let others down' 

LAWSUIT: Chicago Blackhawks settle with Kyle Beach stemming from 
alleged sexual assault 

The Blackhawks, who were fined $2 million by the NHL for “the 
organization’s inadequate internal procedures and insufficient and 
untimely response," resolved the lawsuit with Beach in December 
through a confidential settlement.  

On Wednesday, Rocky Wirtz said that "the report speaks for itself" and 
declined to talk about how the franchise planned to protect players in the 
future.  

"The people that were involved are no longer here," said Wirtz. "We’re 
not looking back at 2010, we’re looking forward. And we’re not going to 
talk about 2010." 

He continued: "I don’t think it’s any of your business. You don’t work for 
the company. If somebody in the company asks that question, we’ll 
answer it. And I think you should get on to the next subject." 

When another reporter followed up and asked why Wirtz refused to 
answer despite the franchise's pledged transparency, Wirtz said they 
were "bring(ing) up old business." 

'SURVIVOR': Former Chicago player Kyle Beach is John Doe in 
Blackhawks investigation 

Wirtz later walked back his comments Wednesday night. In a statement, 
he wrote that he "crossed the line" with his outbursts over the Beach 
situation.  

"I want to apologize to the fans and those reporters," Wirtz wrote in a 
statement, obtained by reporter Mark Lazerus. "I regret that my response 
overshadowed the great work this organization's doing to move forward. 
We have the right leaders and right processes in place to create a safe 
environment for our employees and players." 
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USA TODAY / Capitals' Tom Wilson named to NHL All-Star Game after 
Alex Ovechkin tests positive for COVID-19 
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Mike Brehm 

 

Washington Capitals winger Tom Wilson has been suspended by the 
NHL five times. 

Wednesday, however, the league gave him a regular-season honor by 
naming him to the NHL All-Star Game as a replacement. 

Wilson got the chance when Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin tested 
positive for COVID-19, making him ineligible for Wednesday's game 
against the Edmonton Oilers, plus the event being held this weekend in 
Las Vegas. He had been elected by fans as captain of the Metropolitan 
Division.  

"It's the roller-coaster of the year," Wilson told reporters. "You wake up 
and you're like, 'Oh no, (Ovechkin) can't play tonight.' I called him on the 
way here and was kind of like, 'Hey, thank you, I guess' because I get to 
go experience a pretty cool event." 

Wilson is known for his devastating hitting, which doesn't fit in well in a 
no-checking exhibition game. But he also has shown a scoring touch.  

With 31 points heading into the break, he's on pace to easily beat his 
career high of 44 points from the shortened 2019-20 season. He had 15 
points (plus a suspension) in 21 games when the Capitals won the 
Stanley Cup in 2018. 

His last suspension was for seven games in March 2021. 

Philadelphia Flyers center Claude Giroux was named Metropolitan 
captain in Ovechkin's place. 

The league also announced that Vegas Golden Knights forward 
Jonathan Marchessault was going to the game. Both he and Wilson are 
making their first appearances. 
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