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Canes take it outside, will host NHL outdoor game at NC State’s Carter-Finley Stadium 

By Chip Alexander 

It has been talked about for a few years and NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman made it official Friday: There 
will be an outdoor hockey game at N.C. State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium in 2023. 

Bettman, in a press conference in Las Vegas, announced the 
Carolina Hurricanes would host a NHL Stadium Series 
outdoor game during the 2022-23 season. The game will be 
played in February 2023, the Hurricanes said Friday, with the 
opponent to be named in the next few months. 

“We’re thrilled to finally get the chance to safely host an 
outdoor game in Raleigh,” Don Waddell, the Hurricanes 
president and general manager, said in a statement. “Our 
fans have waited for this event since we announced it two 
years ago, and we know that their passion and energy will 
create an unbelievable atmosphere at Carter-Finley.” 

The outdoor game initially had been planned for Feb. 20, 
2021, but was postponed because of the pandemic and 
concerns about health and safety issues. 

“We’ll be back at some point,” Bettman said in June 2021. 
“It’s just a question of timing, stadium logistics and the like. 
We are very much looking forward to having an outdoor 
game in Carolina.” 

Waddell said the decision to postpone the game for a year 
was a mutual agreement “to assure a safe environment in 
front of a packed house at Carter-Finley Stadium.” A crowd 
of more than 55,000 is expected at the game. 

The 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series™ 
will be the 13th NHL Stadium Series game and the 37th NHL 
regular-season outdoor game overall. The game will mark 
the first time the Hurricanes have participated in an outdoor 
game. 

Carter-Finley Stadium will be the sixth college football facility 
to host one of the NHL’s outdoor games, joining Michigan 
Stadium, Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium (Navy), TCF 
Bank Stadium (University of Minnesota), Notre Dame 
Stadium and Falcon Stadium (Air Force). 

The Hurricanes have hosted the 2011 NHL All-Star Game 
and 2004 NHL Draft at PNC Arena. Not long after Tom 
Dundon became majority owner in January 2018, the Canes 
began to make plans on bidding an outdoor game at Carter-
Finley, working in conjunction with N.C. State. 

Bettman, after a visit to Raleigh in February 2019, said the 
NHL was “seriously looking” at the possibility of holding an 
outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium. A year later, the 
league announced an outdoor game would be played in 
February 2021, Dundon saying, “We’re proud to be the first 
NHL market in the Southeast to host an outdoor game.” 

NCSU athletic director Boo Corrigan said in 2020 that an 
outdoor hockey game would be “a unique event that’s going 
to be great for N.C. State’s brand.” 

The pandemic put everything on hold and the 2021 game 
was postponed. But the wait ended Friday. It’s on again.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2022 

 

Canes’ Aho, Andersen in spotlight at All-Star skills competition. Here’s how they did 

By Justin Pelletier 

Carolina Hurricanes fans see Sebastian Aho’s skills on 
display every time they crowd into PNC Arena, and likely 
when they watch on TV when the team is on the road, too. 

On Friday night, Aho showed his silky smooth hands off to 
the rest of the league’s fans during the NHL All-Star Skills 
competition. 

Aho went fourth of eight competitors in the accuracy shooting 
contest, and creamed all four targets in 10.937 seconds, 
easily outdistancing the next closest competitor to win the 
event. 

And he did it with a bobble. The fourth puck passed to him 
rolled just as it hit his stick, and he had to settle it, reach 
back a smidge and then fire at the final remaining target, in 
the top right corner of the cage. 

“I was pretty nervous,” Aho told the broadcast after his win. 
“The passes were right on the tape, so that helped.” 

There was some pause at first, because Aho’s third shot 
barely grazed the target in the top left corner. But on the 
broadcast, and again on replay, you could see the puck tick 
the edge of the target. 

Jake Guentzel of the Penguins was second in 12.017 
seconds. 

Andersen’s Best Effort 

Frederik Andersen was the first of the Canes All-Stars to go 
Friday, taking part in the save streak competition. 

Each of the divisions’ two goalies were tasked with stopping 
breakaways from some of the best players in the game, 
alternating shooters. The duo with the longest streak of 
saves between them earned the win. 

Andersen and the Penguins’ Tristan Jarry were the Metro 
Division tandem, and went second of the four pairs of 
keepers. Problem was, they followed the best performance 
of the night. 

Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy and Toronto’s Jack 
Campbell strung together nine consecutive saves to set the 
early pace. Andersen and Jarry had trouble getting anything 
going and finished with just two in a row. 

Thatcher Demko of Vancouver and John Gibson of Anaheim 
from the Pacific, and Cam Talbot of Minnesota and Juuse 
Saros of Nashville from the Central each recorded streaks of 
three in a row, all of which paled in comparison to 
Vasilevskiy and Campbell. 

A Goalie’s Humor 

After his turn to play was over, Andersen stuck around to 
watch the rest of the show, including the hardest shot 
competition. Speaking to NHL.com reporters on site, 
Andersen cracked a smile when he saw how hard the 
competitors were shooting in the hardest shot competition. 

“We need less padding, smaller gear,” Andersen 
deadpanned. 

“Fred and I have old chest protectors,” said Jack Campbell of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. “We probably should go get those 
patched up.” 

They watched as Victor Hedman launched two shots faster 
than 100 mph, hitting 103.2 with his second, final and 
eventual winning attempt. 

“I’m just glad we don’t give up one-timers too often,” 
Andersen said.
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LeBrun: Don Waddell and the Hurricanes might be quiet at the trade deadline, but it’s about 
‘winning the Cup’ this year 

By Pierre LeBrun 

Could the Carolina Hurricanes use one final roster addition in 
what’s been a successful season so far? 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ trade deadline plan will take shape 
Feb. 18-19 when their pro scouting meetings take place a 
month before the big day. 

Mind you, the ‘Canes front office has virtually met with their 
pro scouts at least once a month since the season began, so 
it’s not like they don’t have a working book on the rest of the 
league. 

“We do calls once every three weeks just with updates, we 
go through all the depth charts of teams, who’s trending up, 
who’s trending down, so that when you get to the pro 
meetings things are more organized for us because we 
haven’t gone more than a month without talking to the 
group,’’ Carolina GM Don Waddell told The Athletic on 
Friday. 

Still, those meetings will go a long way in firming up the 
March 21 trade deadline game plan. 

While there’s always the urge to make your move sooner 
rather than later, to allow the acquired player as much time 
as possible to adjust to his new surroundings, this is the type 
of season with COVID protocols and potential injuries from a 
crazy, compact schedule where waiting as long as possible 
might be the play just to make sure any last-minute needs 
can be addressed. 

“For us, the longer we can wait, the salary cap is something 
you got to figure out because we’re a cap team into LTI, so if 
you’re going to make a move, the longer you can wait you 
might be able to make a better move,’’ Waddell said. 

As always, the longer the season goes, the more 
manageable the cap becomes. 

But the fact of the matter is, the ‘Hurricanes hit the All-Star 
break leading the Eastern Conference with a .762 points 
percentage and on pace for a franchise-record 124 points in 
the standings. 

There is no fire to put right now. No great need to make a 
trade at the moment. This is why patience will likely be 
Waddell’s best friend so that if injuries or an unexpected 
slump change the script, he can react then. 

“There’s not a big urgency to go out to make a deal just to 
make a deal at this point,’’ Waddell said. 

There’s also no urgency, Waddell stressed, on needing to 
react to what division or conference rivals do at the deadline. 
The ‘Canes will make moves based on their own needs at 
that time. Not to keep up with the Jones’. 

“Yeah I’ve never really felt that way; just because one other 
team makes a move, do you have to counter that? Sure you 
watch what’s going on around the league but it has to make 
sense for your own team and knowing the chemistry of your 
team and what’s going on,’’ said the ‘Canes GM. 

Especially for a major move, is the price worth it? Does it 
move the needle for what Carolina hopes is a deep playoff 
run? 

“What you have to remember about going into the trade 
deadline: only one team is going to win the Cup,’’ Waddell 
said. “There’s a price to be paid. You got to measure that 
against whether this gives you a better chance of going all 
the way. 

“If you look at our trade deadlines before, we gave up a first-
round pick for Brady Skjei but he had four years left on his 
deal,’’ Waddell said. “I’m not saying we wouldn’t do a rental 
player (pending UFA), but for us this year we’ve already 
given up our first-round pick in the Jesperi Kotkaniemi deal, 
so you know, we think we got a big pool of prospects and a 
lot of picks the last couple of years.’’ 

So, there’s a bit of a tell there. The ‘Canes were recently 
slotted No. 9 in the NHL in Scott Wheeler’s prospect pool 
rankings. So, they’ve got some carrots there in potential 
trades. 

But again, where’s the glaring need on a team with a .762 
points percentage? 

It’s not glaring, and Waddell wasn’t ready to let me inside his 
preliminary deadline plans, but my sense is Carolina at this 
point has identified adding a blueliner as priority No. 1. 
Hardly rocket science, but teams who plan to have a deep 
playoff run can’t have enough depth on the blue line. That’s 
where the ‘Canes plan to add at least based on current 
knowledge. Now, whether that’s a 4/5 guy or more for a 6/7 
guy, that remains to be seen. 

I asked a rival Eastern Conference front office executive to 
give his overall take on the ‘Canes with the deadline in mind: 

“Carolina is a very well-built, structured team,” began the 
team exec via text message. “Great leadership and structure 
from GM to Coach to ‘C’ Staal and leadership group to the 
team. Very strong up the middle — great group and depth at 
the center position. They don’t have much cap space so 
would need to be money-in/money-out type deals (if any). 

“Goaltending could be considered needing some support but 
I would say that they need some help on defense — LD 
could use additional depth — support. 

“First-round matchups are always a key to both success and 
failure so will be interesting and fun to watch — a lot of very 
good teams to get through, needless to say, the two-time 
defending Cup champions.’’ 
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I certainly disagree with the exec’s comment on the 
goaltending, I think the offseason signings of Freddie 
Andersen and Antti Raanta have really solidified the 
netminding. But yes as I said myself above, I agree with his 
assertion with perhaps needing to add a D. 

As the exec said, there will no easy outs in the East. If the 
playoffs started today, based on points percentage, the 
‘Canes would draw Washington. 

There is no easy path. But this is as good and deep a 
Carolina team as we’ve seen. 

In the meantime, Waddell has a couple of contract situations 
to attend to and he confirmed he’s begun that process with 
Kotkaniemi, whose inflated offer sheet salary of $6.1 million 
will obviously see market correction in his next deal. There’s 
some obvious intrigue in that next contract as it will help give 
a fuller picture of Carolina’s decision to go after the 
Canadiens with an offer sheet last offseason. 

“We’ve had talks, I’m not going to deny that, we’ve 
exchanged ideas,’’ Waddell said of preliminary contract talks 
with Kotkaniemi’s camp led by agent Markus Lehto. “We like 
the player. Our goal is to get a long-term deal with him. We 
talked last week and will pick it up again after the break. 

“We’ll find a solution to make everyone happy.’’ 

There’s also the matter of pending UFA centre Vincent 
Trocheck. 

“We had talks earlier in the year and both sides decided to 
table it,’’ Waddell said. “At some point here we will engage 
and see if there’s anything new for either side. We like our 
team. My goal is to try and keep our team together as much 
as possible within the cap. 

“But I can’t say how that’s going to go. At some point, we’ll 
have to make a decision on what we do.’’ 

Regardless, the hope is to have as short an offseason as 
possible. This does really feel like the year the ‘Canes make 
that step. But the idea is that it’s a window with a few 
seasons attached to it. It isn’t just about now. It’s about 
taking a few shots at it. 

“Other than a few guys, we think we got a lot of players 
coming into their prime or in their prime,’’ Waddell said. 
“That’s been the strategy as far as trying to make the right 
moves and add the right players to try to at least … what 
Tampa has done is phenomenal, let’s be honest, but you 
want to be competitive for the Cup. 

“This franchise went through a lot of years with no playoffs,’’ 
added Waddell. “I don’t want to talk about playoffs anymore. 
Now it’s about taking that next step and winning the Cup.’’

 

 

 

Canes reschedule COVID-canceled outdoor game, will play at Carter-Finley in 2023 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes on Friday 
announced a long-anticipated outdoor NHL game, scheduled 
then canceled by the coronavirus pandemic, will be played at 
Carter-Finley Stadium in February 2023. 

The team and league did not announce an opponent for the 
game or a specific date. Those details, along with ticket 
prices and availability, will be announced at a later date. 

The team did say that 2022-23 season ticket holders would 
get first access to tickets for the outdoor game. 

The Canes were set to host the NHL Stadium Series on Feb. 
20, 2021, but that game was postponed due to pandemic 
concerns. 

“We’re thrilled to finally get the chance to safely host an 
outdoor game in Raleigh,” said Hurricanes President and 
General Manager Don Waddell. “Our fans have waited for 
this event since we announced it two years ago, and we 
know that their passion and energy will create an 
unbelievable atmosphere at Carter-Finley.”
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Going Outside: Learning More About The Canes 2023 Outdoor Game 

General Manager Don Waddell offers insight on how long it's 
taken to get here, feelings now that details are out and 
what's to come next 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - It's happening, for real this time. 

Friday night National Hockey League commissioner Gary 
Bettman announced that the Carolina Hurricanes will play a 
Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium in February 
of 2023. 

Undoubtedly an exciting news drop for fans of the Canes, the 
update is also welcomed after the game was initially 
announced in February of 2020. Originally slated to be 
played during the 2020-21 season, the COVID-19 pandemic 
altered those plans, with the team announcing in the winter 
of 2020 that the team would not be hosting it as planned. 
The team then once again announced in the summer of 2021 
that the game would not be taking place during the current 
2021-22 season. 

Perhaps no one is more excited about the All-Star weekend 
update though than team General Manager Don Waddell, 
who has been a part of the effort to bring an outdoor game to 
North Carolina since 2018. 

"The conversation first came up a couple weeks after Tom 
Dundon bought the team," the team's GM began with. "He 
brought the idea to me and asked me if we'd ever tried to get 
the outdoor game and at that point we hadn't. We talked 
about it, but we'd never made a pitch for it. So, we made it 
clear we were interested in hosting a game and thought 
economically that it would work for everybody. We wanted to 
showcase what we have going here in Raleigh and what a 
better place to do it than Carter-Finley Stadium, right across 
the street from our home at PNC Arena." 

Home to the North Carolina State University football team, 
Carter-Finley Stadium was the only option ever considered 
for the event per Waddell. 

"We reached out to NC State Athletic Director Boo Corrigan 
and once it became looking like there was some potential in 
them considering hosting it, we were 100% on board with 
moving forward. That made it easy for us, knowing that they 
were so willing to support this event. It's exciting for them 
because it's a national television game being played at 
Carter-Finley Stadium, home of the NC State Wolfpack. It's 
great recognition for them on a national front. It'll get more 
people talking about them, Raleigh, the Triangle, not just the 
Hurricanes." 

As mentioned, the game was previously slotted to be played 
during the 2020-21 season, however, the team took the 
option to defer due to the ongoing effects of the global 

pandemic. Given all of the postponed games and seemingly 
ever-changing nature of health and safety protocols over the 
last five months, the decision to punt, pun intended, feels like 
the right call. 

"A lot goes into an outdoor game from a planning standpoint 
and we decided it would be better to just bump it back 
another year," Waddell continued. "For our market and the 
things we want to do with an outdoor game, we dodged a 
bullet." 

Already aware of how much work goes into landing an event 
of this scale, the long-time front office veteran is thrilled at 
what a Stadium Series game will bring in terms of growth for 
the sport to Wake County and beyond. 

"You're going to expose the game of hockey to a lot of 
people that may not be familiar with the game. People like 
big events. Having a big event here, at a stadium with 
55,000+ seats, you're going to have your hockey fans, but 
you're going to get a lot of people that haven't experienced it, 
too. I think this is where the win-win comes in for all of us." 

Something that has both the league and the Hurricanes 
franchise excited about the game being played at Carter-
Finley is that the environment will be close-knit and compact. 
While 55,000 remains a great deal for an attendance 
ballpark, the architecture of the stadium has both parties 
feeling like this event will produce one of the best 
environments at any outdoor game played. 

"There's not going to be a bad seat. I've spent a lot of time 
over there. If you're on the sidelines, 20 feet behind you are 
the seats. There's not a big runway. It's going to allow people 
to be a lot closer to the game than the other venues." 

While the announcement solidifies a timeframe for the 
contest, there's still plenty of work to be done and questions 
to be answered. 

One of the largest priorities is building a manifest for the 
stadium that needs to be converted from its grass landscape 
to an enamoring production centered around a frozen 
surface. 

"The NHL will start having boots on the ground and we'll start 
having lots of meetings. 'Scaling the house' is probably the 
biggest thing to do. Deciding what ticket prices will be, where 
the cutoffs will be, what the sightlines will be. We're going to 
have a new television partner doing the game as well, so 
they'll have to come out and make sure the camera spots are 
all set as well. That will take months." 

Before the above proces is complete, more details about the 
extravaganza will be revealed, such as an exact date, puck 
drop time, jerseys and an opponent. 
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"Jerseys are being worked on. I don't know a timetable just 
yet, but they've been in the works. We had a pretty good 
idea of what we were going to do last time. As far as an 
opponent, the 2022-2023 regular season schedule is already 
being worked on, so I think within the next 60 days we'll have 
an idea of who we will be playing. There are different 
opportunities to make a splash here. When you announce 

the game, when tickets go on sale, when you announce the 
opponent, and all of those things are going to be great. 
We're excited to fill the stadium. It's league-driven. They've 
asked us who might be the best and we've shared a couple 
of our ideas [laughs]. The league is very smart in doing this. 
They've done this so many times. It'll be a good rivalry of 
ours for this certain event."

 

Aho Wins Honda NHL Accuracy Shooting Competition 

All-Star center becomes just sixth player ever to go four-for-
four 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes picked up another 
victory Friday, this time coming thanks to Sebastian Aho at 
the 2022 NHL All-Star Skills Competition. 

Carolina's top line center participated in the Honda NHL 
Accuracy Shooting, the final event of the night, and became 
just the sixth player in league history to go "four-for-four", 
hitting all four targets on just four shots. 

He did so in just an unofficial 10.937 seconds, beating all 
eight other participants. 

Aho is the first player to have a flawless run in the Accuracy 
Shooting since Daniel Sedin did so at the 2011 event in 
Raleigh, when his 7.3 seconds set an all-time record. This 
now marks the second consecutive All-Star event that the 
Canes have won the Accuracy Shooting competition, as 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin brought a victory back to Raleigh 
in 2020. 

The Canes #20 received passes from Cale Makar of the 
Colorado Avalanche and Alex Pietrangelo of the Vegas 
Golden Knights on his way to taking the crown. He receives 
a $30,000 prize from the league for his victory.
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2023 NHL Winter Classic at Fenway Park, Bruins opponent not announced 

Panthers to host 2023 NHL All-Star Weekend; Hurricanes to 
play outdoors in NHL Stadium Series 

By Dan Rosen 

LAS VEGAS -- The NHL Winter Classic is returning to 
Fenway Park next season. 

The Boston Bruins will host the 2023 event at the home of 
Major League Baseball's Boston Red Sox, NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman said Friday at 2022 Honda 
NHL All-Star Weekend. 

A date for this Winter Classic, usually played Jan. 1, was not 
announced, nor was the opponent. 

Commissioner Bettman also announced the Florida Panthers 
will host 2023 Honda NHL All-Star Weekend at FLA Live 
Arena in Sunrise, Florida, on Feb. 3-4, and the Carolina 
Hurricanes will host the 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union 
NHL Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium on the 
campus of North Carolina State University in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, on Feb. 25. 

The Winter Classic was played at Fenway Park on Jan. 1, 
2010, when the Bruins defeated the Philadelphia Flyers 2-1 
in overtime. 

"It's been 12 years since we were at Fenway," Commissioner 
Bettman said. "A lot of money has been put into the building, 
it's not quite the same ballpark. Boston is obviously a great 
hockey town. We've now done over 30 outdoor games; if you 
want to keep doing them you have to go back to some 
places. It won't look and it won't be the same, [NHL chief 
content officer] Steve Mayer won't allow it, as it was last 
time. It'll be a new experience in a venue that has been 
transformed and modernized in some ways. We think it'll be 
a great event. You'll have to speculate on who the opponent 
will be." 

Panthers chief commercial officer Shawn Thornton was a 
Bruins forward at the 2010 Winter Classic and called it one of 
his best hockey memories, along with winning the Stanley 
Cup twice as a player (2007 Anaheim Ducks, 2011 Bruins). 

"Walking out of the [Red Sox] clubhouse following Bobby Orr 
out onto the ice, one of the greatest memories I'll ever have," 
Thornton said. "It's such an iconic venue. It's got such great 
history. When you're able to play there and embrace it, it's 
awesome. I loved it. And now Steve is doing a really good 
job of pushing the envelope and making sure they're doing 
bigger and better things." 

Boston will be playing its fifth NHL outdoor game and fourth 
Winter Classic. The 2023 Winter Classic is the 15th 
anniversary of the outdoor game, first played at Ralph Wilson 
Stadium in Orchard Park, New York, on Jan. 1, 2008. It will 
be the 36th outdoor NHL game since 2003. 

NHL All-Star Weekend will return to South Florida, with the 
Panthers previously hosting in 2003. All-Star Weekend 
includes the 2023 NHL All-Star Skills on Feb. 3 and the 2023 
Honda NHL All-Star Game on Feb. 4. 

Florida was selected to host the 2021 All-Star Weekend but 
that was canceled because of the late finish to the 2019-20 
season and delayed start of the shortened 2020-21 season, 
each due to concerns surrounding the coronavirus. 

"We were excited when we announced a couple years ago," 
Thornton said. "With COVID we ran into some logistical 
complications with hotel rooms and availability. The NHL was 
coming to Vegas this year, so we said push ours to next year 
for all parties to really be able to plan and get into the 
community too. We don't want to just host an All-Star Game, 
we want to make this an event for all of South Florida." 

The 2023 Stadium Series will be the Hurricanes' first outdoor 
game, making them the 28th NHL team to play an outdoor 
game. Their opponent was not announced. 

Carolina was supposed to host the Stadium Series game at 
Carter-Finley Stadium in 2021, but that was canceled 
because of the pandemic. 

"You're going to expose the game of hockey to a lot of 
people that may not be familiar with the game," Hurricanes 
general manager Don Waddell said. "People like big events. 
Having a big event here, at a stadium with 55,000-plus seats, 
you're going to have your hockey fans, but you're going to 
get a lot of people that haven't experienced it too. I think this 
is where the win-win comes in for all of us. 

"There's not going to be a bad seat. I've spent a lot of time 
over there. If you're on the sidelines, 20 feet behind you are 
the seats. There's not a big runway. It's going to allow people 
to be a lot closer to the game than the other venues." 

Commissioner Bettman also announced the return of the 
NHL Global Series next season, with preseason and regular-
season games to be played in four countries in Europe. 
Preseason games will be played in Switzerland and 
Germany, and regular-season games will be played in 
Finland and the Czech Republic. 
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The teams, dates and cities for the international games were 
not announced. The NHL has not played a game outside of 
North America since 2019. 

The Bruins and Nashville Predators were supposed to play in 
the 2020 NHL Global Series, with preseason games in 
Mannheim, Germany, and Bern, Switzerland, and regular-

season games in Prague, Czech Republic, but they were 
canceled because of the delayed start to the 2020-21 
season. 

The NHL played preseason and regular-season games in 
Europe from 2007-11 (NHL Premiere) and 2017-19 (NHL 
Global Series).

 

Aho goes 4-for-4, wins Accuracy Shooting at All-Star Skills 

Hurricanes forward edges Guentzel of Penguins with time of 
10.937 

By Tracey Myers 

LAS VEGAS -- Sebastian Aho got some advice from 
Carolina Hurricanes teammate Jaccob Slavin to win the 
Honda NHL Accuracy Shooting at the 2022 NHL All-Star 
Skills presented by DraftKings Sportsbook at T-Mobile Arena 
on Friday. 

"Actually, he gave me a couple tips, but it was a little 
different because they had all the pucks in the middle," Aho 
said. "So he just told me shoot as fast as you can, don't 
stress too much if you miss one or not. I was thinking about 
that, but they gave us passes instead." 

The forward didn't miss anything, hitting the four targets in as 
many shots in 10.937 seconds. Slavin, a defenseman, won 
the event with a time of 9.505 seconds at the 2020 NHL All-
Star Skills in St. Louis. 

"I don't know if he's gone 4-for-4 on me. Hopefully not," 
Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen said of Aho. "Obviously 
he's a good shooter, so when you give time to settle down a 
puck like that, I think he's going to be pretty accurate." 

Nine players participated in the event, with each taking shots 
at four targets located at the corners of a net 25 feet away. 

"I guess you practice every day on guys like [Andersen], and 
it's not easy," Aho said. "I definitely think it's easier to hit 
those targets than to [shoot it] past those goalies." 

Pittsburgh Penguins forward Jake Guentzel was second 
(12.017), going 4-for-5. 

"He did awesome," Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry said. "He 
only missed one and it was high glove." 

Anaheim Ducks forward Troy Terry was third (13.491). 
Forward Jonathan Marchessault of the host Vegas Golden 
Knights finished eighth (27.782). 

This is the second All-Star appearance for Aho, who was at 
the 2019 event in San Jose. The All-Star Game and Skills 
were not held last season because of coronavirus concerns. 

"[Aho] was great. Obviously 10 seconds is hard to beat. As 
soon as I saw that I was like, 'OK, I'm in trouble,'" said 
Boston Bruins forward Patrice Bergeron, who finished 
seventh in 20.947. "I was hoping to do a little better, but it 
was fun. Kudos to him for what he did. I thought the whole 
night was well done and I had a great time." 

Former women's hockey player Jocelyne Lamoureux-
Davidson and former NHL defenseman Deryk Engelland 
were among those who passed pucks to the players 
shooting. 

"It is so different," Aho said. "I'm not going to lie, I was a little 
nervous going into there, but it was just fun, so it was a cool 
experience."  

NHL.com staff writer Tom Gulitti contributed to this report 

RESULTS 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes, 10.937 seconds 

Jake Guentzel, Pittsburgh Penguins, 12.017 

Troy Terry, Anaheim Ducks, 13.491 

Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres, 17.205 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames, 17.811 

Clayton Keller, Arizona Coyotes, 18.997 

Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins, 20.947 

Jonathan Marchessault, Vegas Golden Knights, 27.782 

Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers, 36.543
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Fenway Park to host Boston Bruins in NHL's 2023 Winter Classic 

By Greg Wyshynski 

LAS VEGAS -- The NHL is headed back to Fenway Park for 
the 2023 Winter Classic. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman announced on Friday that the 
Boston Bruins will host the Jan. 1 outdoor game. Fenway 
Park previously hosted the Winter Classic in 2010, when the 
Bruins defeated the Philadelphia Flyers, 2-1, in overtime. 

Boston's opponent has yet to be determined. However, there 
is heavy speculation it will be the Pittsburgh Penguins given 
that the Fenway Sports Group now owns both Fenway Park 
and the team, with that sale approved by the NHL in Dec. 
2021. 

"It's been 12 years since we went to Fenway. A lot of money 
has been put into the building. It's not quite the same 
ballpark. Boston is obviously a great hockey town," said 
Bettman. 

It's the first time the NHL has reused a venue for an outdoor 
game. Bettman said that was naturally going to happen, 
given how many outdoor events the NHL has held since the 
first Winter Classic in 2008. 

"We've now done over 30 outdoor games," he said. 

The first Fenway Park Winter Classic was the third edition of 
the event, which has evolved aesthetically through the years 
under the stewardship of NHL chief content officer Steve 
Mayer. He was not with the League for the first Fenway 
Classic. 

The return visit to Fenway could include a reorienting of the 
rink from the 2010 game, as well as some innovative use of 
the Green Monster. 

The NHL also announced that the Carolina Hurricanes will 
host a Stadium Series game at Carter-Finley Stadium, home 
of the NC State Wolfpack in Raleigh, N.C. It will be the first 
regular-season outdoor game for the Hurricanes, who will 
become the 28th NHL team to participate in a regular-season 
outdoor game. 

The game is scheduled for 2023. It was originally scheduled 
for the 2021-22 season, but the Hurricanes and the NHL 
came to a "mutual agreement" that it should be postponed 
due to safety concerns for fans. 

In indoor hockey news, the NHL will bring its All-Star 
Weekend to South Florida in 2023, where the Florida 
Panthers will play host at FLA Live Arena in Sunrise, Fla. 
The All-Star skills competition is scheduled for Feb. 3 and 
the All-Star Game is scheduled for Feb. 4. The Panthers 
previously hosted the NHL All-Star Game in 2003. 

Finally, the NHL announced it will bring back its international 
hockey Global Series for the 2022-23 season. The NHL will 
hold preseason games in Switzerland and Germany, and 
regular-season games in Finland and the Czech Republic. 

"It's a no-brainer," said deputy commissioner Bill Daly. "We 
had established momentum in terms of having a greater and 
more regular presence with games in Europe. With the 
pandemic waning, and hopefully with a return to normalcy, it 
only makes sense to restart those efforts and further them." 

The NHL has not played a game outside of North America 
since Nov. 2019.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2022 

 

 

 

NHL Midseason Awards: Mike Sullivan tops PHT Jack Adams Award voting 

By Sean Leahy  

What goes into deciding who is the best coach in any given 
NHL season? Is it one who turns around a team’s fortunes 
year-to-year? Is it one that navigates the ups and downs that 
come with leading a Stanley Cup contender? That’s up to the 
individual voter’s criteria, which can be wide ranging. 

A number of coaches have done fine jobs through the first 
half of the 2021-22 NHL season. But who you think wins the 
Jack Adams depends on your definition of influence on a 
team. 

The Jack Awards Award is given to the “coach adjudged to 
have contributed the most to his team’s success.” It is voted 
on annually by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 

TOTAL BALLOTS (Points allocation: 10-7-5 for 1st-2nd-3rd) 

1. Mike Sullivan, Penguins – 39 (20-14-5) 
2. Andrew Brunette, Panthers – 20 (20-0-0) 
3. Jon Cooper, Lightning – 12 (0-7-5) 
——————————————– 
Dallas Eakins, Ducks – 10 (10-0-0) 
Darryl Sutter, Flames – 7 (0-7-0) 
Jared Bednar, Avalanche – 7 (0-7-0) 
Rod Brind’Amour, Hurricanes – 5 (0-0-5) 
John Hynes, Predators – 5 (0-0-5) 
Gerard Gallant, Rangers – 5 (0-0-5) 

1. Andrew Brunette, Panthers 
2. Jon Cooper, Lightning 
3. Mike Sullivan, Penguins 

The day Brunette replaced Joel Quenneville, the Panthers 
were 7-0-0 and atop the NHL through the first two weeks of 
the season. That sort of abrupt change could have negatively 
affected many teams, but not Florida. They’ve remained atop 
the league on points (69) and are third in points percentage 
(.734). Brunette has ensured that even though the voice 
behind the bench changed, the process would remain the 
same — and it’s paid off. 

James O’Brien, NHL writer 

1. Mike Sullivan, Penguins 

2. Darryl Sutter, Flames 

3. Jon Cooper, Lightning 

The Penguins keep suffering from injuries (and keep getting 
older), yet here they are, in the thick of the Metro race. While 
the Flames might be scraping their ceiling, Sutter lifted them 
that far. Cooper lacking a single Jack Adams Award is a nice 

way of summarizing the award’s pitfalls. (Tempted to list 
Jared Bednar, whose Avalanche sure do navigate injuries 
well …) 

Adam Gretz, NHL writer 

1. Mike Sullivan, Penguins 

2. Jared Bednar, Avalanche 

3. Rod Brind’Amour, Hurricanes 

Sullivan never seems to get any attention here, and if he 
does not get major votes this season at this point I am not 
even sure what to say. His team is in contention for the top 
spot in the Metropolitan Division despite playing most of the 
first half of the season without Evgeni Malkin and without 
Sidney Crosby for 10 games. This team did not have very 
high expectations entering the season and is still one of the 
best teams in the league. I also do not punish coaches for 
having good teams, and I think Bednar and Brind’Amour are 
both among the league’s top coaches. While the players are 
the main driving force behind the success, they still play a 
role in their team’s dominance. 

Michael Finewax, NBC Sports Edge Senior Hockey 
Writer/Editor 

1. Dallas Eakins, Ducks 
2. Mike Sullivan, Penguins 
3. John Hynes, Predators 

Eakins has done an outstanding job with the Ducks, 
especially on the power play as they scored only 11 times all 
of last season and have 32 already this season. He has the 
Ducks in a playoff spot when most pundits picked them to 
finish last in the Pacific. Sullivan has the Penguins in a 
playoff spot despite all the injuries and Nashville was not 
expected to compete. 

Jake Abrahams, Managing Editor, NHL content 

1. Andrew Brunette, Panthers 
2. Mike Sullivan, Penguins 
3. Gerard Gallant, Rangers 

As always there are many worthy candidates for this award. 
I’m always hesitant to just default to the coach of the team 
with the best record, because I like to consider more factors 
than that. But in the case of Brunette (whose Panthers are 
right atop the NHL standings), he took over a team under 
challenging circumstances after Joel Quenneville’s sudden 
departure, and has kept the Panthers in the hunt for the 
Presidents’ Trophy. Oh, and this is his first time being a head 
coach at any level.
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NHL Stadium Series Coming to Carter-Finley in 2023 

The Carolina Hurricanes will get their outdoor game next 
season, as Carter-Finley Stadium will play host to a Stadium 
Series game in February 2023.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Hurricanes will get their outdoor game next season, as 
the NHL announced Friday that Carolina will host the 2023 
Navy Federal Credit Union Stadium Series at Carter-Finley 
Stadium in February.  

The Canes were originally supposed to play in Carter-Finley 
in 2021, but that scheduled game was pushed back due to 
COVID-19. The Hurricanes don’t know their opponent for the 
meeting yet.  

Here is the full press release from the Canes: 

RALEIGH, N.C. – The National Hockey League today 
announced that the Carolina Hurricanes will host the 2023 
Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series™ in 
February 2023, outdoors at NC State’s Carter-Finley 
Stadium. The Hurricanes’ opponent for the game will be 
announced at a later date. 

The Hurricanes were originally scheduled to host the NHL 
Stadium Series on Feb. 20, 2021, but the event was 

postponed due to health and safety concerns related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We’re thrilled to finally get the chance to safely host an 
outdoor game in Raleigh,” said Hurricanes President and 
General Manager Don Waddell. “Our fans have waited for 
this event since we announced it two years ago, and we 
know that their passion and energy will create an 
unbelievable atmosphere at Carter-Finley.” 

The 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series™ 
will be the 13th NHL Stadium Series game and the 37th NHL 
regular-season outdoor game overall. The event will mark 
the first time the Hurricanes have participated in an outdoor 
game. Carter-Finley Stadium will become the sixth college 
football facility to host one of the NHL’s outdoor games, 
joining Michigan Stadium, Navy-Marine Corps Memorial 
Stadium (Navy), TCF Bank Stadium (University of 
Minnesota), Notre Dame Stadium and Falcon Stadium (Air 
Force). 

Information regarding Stadium Series ticket pricing and 
availability will be announced at a later date. Carolina 
Hurricanes 2022-23 season ticket members will receive first 
access to pre-sales for the event. For more information, 
please visit carolinahurricanes.com/stadiumseries or call 1-
866-NHL-CANES (1-866-645-2263).

 

Aho secures Carolina’s second straight Accuracy Shooting title 

Sebastian Aho is a sniper. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes are making a habit of winning the 
NHL’s Accuracy Shooting competition at the All-Star Game.  

Sebastian Aho took first place in the event Friday night in 
Las Vegas, going a perfect 4 for 4 in just 10.937 to beat a 
field that included Leon Draisaitl, Jake Guentzel and others.  

The win is the second straight in the event for the 
Hurricanes, as Jaccob Slavin won it with a time of 9.505 
seconds.  

Frederik Andersen competed in the Save Streak event 
Friday night, stopping three of five shooters faced.
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Lyon, Wolves blank Milwaukee 

Lyon rejects 19 shots as Wolves beat Admirals for seventh 
time in as many games  

Alex Lyon stopped all 19 shots he faced to backstop the 
Chicago Wolves to a 1-0 victory over the Milwaukee 
Admirals Friday night at Panther Arena. 

Forward CJ Smith scored for the Central Division-leading 
Wolves (26-7-4-2), who snapped the Admirals’ seven-game 
winning streak and defeated Milwaukee for the seventh time 
in as many tries this season. 

The Admirals (20-19-2-2) entered the game with the AHL’s 
hottest goaltender in Connor Ingram, who hadn’t allowed a 
goal in nearly three full games, but Lyon (12-3-2-0) emerged 
triumphant. He earned his third shutout of the season while 
lowering his AHL-best goals-against average to 1.93. 

Collectively, the Wolves boast an AHL-best 7 shutouts in 
their first 39 games. 

The Wolves snapped Ingram’s shutout streak at 191 minutes 
and 49 seconds on Smith’s goal to close out a wild flurry at 
12:18 of the first. 

Smith and Jack Drury started the possession with a 2-on-1 
rush, but Ingram blocked Drury’s looping attempt. 
Defenseman Jalen Chatfield flew in to try to jam the rebound 
home as Ingram sprawled his body across the goal line, then 
Smith claimed the next carom and lifted it over Ingram. 

Milwaukee pulled Ingram with 2:33 left in regulation to add 
an extra skater, but the Wolves allowed just two shots on 
goal the rest of the way. Ingram (17-11-3) finished with 27 
saves in the loss. 

The Wolves continue their four-game road trip with a 6 p.m. 
game at Milwaukee. Chicago returns to Allstate Arena on 
Saturday, Feb. 12, to face the Rockford IceHogs on Star 
Wars Night. To find the best ticket specials — including the 
Star Wars laser sword package — click here or email a 
Wolves representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258071033.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258076288.html 

https://theathletic.com/3112539/2022/02/05/lebrun-don-waddell-and-the-hurricanes-might-be-quiet-at-the-trade-deadline-but-its-about-winning-the-
cup-this-year/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-reschedule-covid-canceled-outdoor-game-will-play-at-carter-finley-in-2023/20117217/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/going-outside-learning-more-about-the-canes-2023-outdoor-game/c-330504402 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/aho-wins-honda-nhl-accuracy-shooting-competition/c-330525086 
https://www.nhl.com/news/bruins-to-host-2023-nhl-winter-classic/c-330511374 

https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-aho-wins-accuracy-shooting-at-all-star-skills/c-330525400 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33218834/fenway-park-host-boston-bruins-nhl-2023-winter-classic 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/boston-bruins-host-2023-winter-classic-fenway-park/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/02/04/nhl-midseason-awards-mike-sullivan-tops-pht-jack-adams-award-voting/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/4/22918591/nhl-stadium-series-coming-to-carter-finley-in-2023 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/4/22918879/aho-secures-carolinas-second-straight-accuracy-shooting-title 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/04/lyon-wolves-blank-milwaukee/ 
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Canes’ Aho, Andersen in spotlight at All-Star skills competition. Here’s 
how they did 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 04, 2022 10:20 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes fans see Sebastian Aho’s skills on display every 
time they crowd into PNC Arena, and likely when they watch on TV when 
the team is on the road, too. 

On Friday night, Aho showed his silky smooth hands off to the rest of the 
league’s fans during the NHL All-Star Skills competition. 

Aho went fourth of eight competitors in the accuracy shooting contest, 
and creamed all four targets in 10.937 seconds, easily outdistancing the 
next closest competitor to win the event. 

And he did it with a bobble. The fourth puck passed to him rolled just as it 
hit his stick, and he had to settle it, reach back a smidge and then fire at 
the final remaining target, in the top right corner of the cage. 

“I was pretty nervous,” Aho told the broadcast after his win. “The passes 
were right on the tape, so that helped.” 

There was some pause at first, because Aho’s third shot barely grazed 
the target in the top left corner. But on the broadcast, and again on 
replay, you could see the puck tick the edge of the target. 

Jake Guentzel of the Penguins was second in 12.017 seconds. 

ANDERSEN’S BEST EFFORT 

Frederik Andersen was the first of the Canes All-Stars to go Friday, 
taking part in the save streak competition. 

Each of the divisions’ two goalies were tasked with stopping breakaways 
from some of the best players in the game, alternating shooters. The duo 
with the longest streak of saves between them earned the win. 

Andersen and the Penguins’ Tristan Jarry were the Metro Division 
tandem, and went second of the four pairs of keepers. Problem was, they 
followed the best performance of the night. 

Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy and Toronto’s Jack Campbell strung 
together nine consecutive saves to set the early pace. Andersen and 
Jarry had trouble getting anything going and finished with just two in a 
row. 

Thatcher Demko of Vancouver and John Gibson of Anaheim from the 
Pacific, and Cam Talbot of Minnesota and Juuse Saros of Nashville from 
the Central each recorded streaks of three in a row, all of which paled in 
comparison to Vasilevskiy and Campbell. 

A GOALIE’S HUMOR 

After his turn to play was over, Andersen stuck around to watch the rest 
of the show, including the hardest shot competition. Speaking to 
NHL.com reporters on site, Andersen cracked a smile when he saw how 
hard the competitors were shooting in the hardest shot competition. 

“We need less padding, smaller gear,” Andersen deadpanned. 

“Fred and I have old chest protectors,” said Jack Campbell of the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. “We probably should go get those patched up.” 

They watched as Victor Hedman launched two shots faster than 100 
mph, hitting 103.2 with his second, final and eventual winning attempt. 

“I’m just glad we don’t give up one-timers too often,” Andersen said. 
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Canes take it outside, will host NHL outdoor game at NC State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 04, 2022 7:57 PM 

 

It has been talked about for a few years and NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman made it official Friday: There will be an outdoor hockey game at 
N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium in 2023. 

Bettman, in a press conference in Las Vegas, announced the Carolina 
Hurricanes would host a NHL Stadium Series outdoor game during the 
2022-23 season. The game will be played in February 2023, the 
Hurricanes said Friday, with the opponent to be named in the next few 
months. 

“We’re thrilled to finally get the chance to safely host an outdoor game in 
Raleigh,” Don Waddell, the Hurricanes president and general manager, 
said in a statement. “Our fans have waited for this event since we 
announced it two years ago, and we know that their passion and energy 
will create an unbelievable atmosphere at Carter-Finley.” 

The outdoor game initially had been planned for Feb. 20, 2021, but was 
postponed because of the pandemic and concerns about health and 
safety issues. 

“We’ll be back at some point,” Bettman said in June 2021. “It’s just a 
question of timing, stadium logistics and the like. We are very much 
looking forward to having an outdoor game in Carolina.” 

Waddell said the decision to postpone the game for a year was a mutual 
agreement “to assure a safe environment in front of a packed house at 
Carter-Finley Stadium.” A crowd of more than 55,000 is expected at the 
game. 

The 2023 Navy Federal Credit Union NHL Stadium Series™ will be the 
13th NHL Stadium Series game and the 37th NHL regular-season 
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outdoor game overall. The game will mark the first time the Hurricanes 
have participated in an outdoor game. 

Carter-Finley Stadium will be the sixth college football facility to host one 
of the NHL’s outdoor games, joining Michigan Stadium, Navy-Marine 
Corps Memorial Stadium (Navy), TCF Bank Stadium (University of 
Minnesota), Notre Dame Stadium and Falcon Stadium (Air Force). 

The Hurricanes have hosted the 2011 NHL All-Star Game and 2004 NHL 
Draft at PNC Arena. Not long after Tom Dundon became majority owner 
in January 2018, the Canes began to make plans on bidding an outdoor 
game at Carter-Finley, working in conjunction with N.C. State. 

Bettman, after a visit to Raleigh in February 2019, said the NHL was 
“seriously looking” at the possibility of holding an outdoor game at Carter-
Finley Stadium. A year later, the league announced an outdoor game 
would be played in February 2021, Dundon saying, “We’re proud to be 
the first NHL market in the Southeast to host an outdoor game.” 

NCSU athletic director Boo Corrigan said in 2020 that an outdoor hockey 
game would be “a unique event that’s going to be great for N.C. State’s 
brand.” 

The pandemic put everything on hold and the 2021 game was 
postponed. But the wait ended Friday. It’s on again. 
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How the Canes All-Stars have helped lift Carolina to the top of the NHL 
standings 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 04, 2022 7:00 AM 

 

The last time Sebastian Aho was in the NHL All-Star Game he cashed in 
on a $1 million jackpot. 

Well, not all of it, but a nice chunk of it. Aho was on the winning 
Metropolitan Division team in 2019, and the reward was a $1 million 
payoff that the team split among the 11 players. 

“It was a lot of fun,” Aho said. 

You think? 

Aho is going back to the All-Star Game this week in Las Vegas. So is 
Canes goalie Frederik Andersen, to compete Saturday on the Metro 
team coached by the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour. Another $1 million awaits 
the winners. 

The first thing Andersen’s teammates often mention is how calm he is in 
games. Talk about Aho, and the talk turns to how motivated, competitive 
and driven he is. 

“With him, it’s always go, go, go,” Canes forward Andrei Svechnikov said. 

Different styles, same elite results. And, they’re both big reasons why the 
Canes are 31-9-2 at the All-Star break. 

Both Andersen and Aho expected to be spending much of February at 
the 2022 Olympic Games in Beijing, Andersen competing for Denmark 
and Aho for Finland. Instead, the two will spend the weekend in Las 
Vegas with the All-Stars, then head back to Raleigh for a month packed 
with games from previous COVID-related postponements. 

“It should be a good time,” Andersen said of the All-Star Weekend 
respite. 

ANDERSEN STANDING TALL 

Much like it has been a very good season. Andersen, in his first year with 
the Canes, has been unflappable in net, notching a 24-6-0 record, 2.01 
goals-against average and .929 save percentage that are among the 
best in the league. 

“He checks all the boxes,” Brind’Amour said. 

Andersen, 32, played some of his best hockey before the All-Star break, 
winning three games in being named the NHL’s second star of the week. 

“Freddie has been a solid brick wall back there,” defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. “Just a steady, calm goalie. You know you’re going to get his 
best effort back there every night, so you can appreciate that.” 

AHO SOLID ALL AROUND 

Aho, 24, has continued his ascent to being one of the NHL’s most 
complete forwards. He centers the top line, is used on the top power-play 
unit and has helped the Canes lead the NHL in penalty killing with his 
quick stick and good instincts. 

With 19 goals and 26 assists in 39 games, Aho should push for his first 
40-goal season, even as he insists team success outweighs personal 
success. 

“He’s super competitive and works insanely hard,” rookie forward Seth 
Jarvis said. 

Aho, who has a tunnel-vision focus on game days, has served an an 
alternate captain this season for the Hurricanes. He might wear the “C” 
one day given the respect he has from his teammates, who like to call 
him “Fishy.” 

“With Fishy, we know how good he is,” Slavin said. “The ability he has to 
take over games is special. It’s fun playing with him. You get him the 
puck and you know something good is going to happen.” 

Svechnikov recently got Aho the puck in overtime against the Vegas 
Golden Knights. Aho beat goalie Laurent Brossoit and that was that: the 
beginning of the Canes’ active four-game win streak. 

“He is a star for sure,” Svechnikov said. “I feel like I’m always learning 
from him. He never stops. it doesn’t matter if we’re up or down he’s 
always telling me go, go, go, that we’re going to go and produce and do 
our best. Whether down five goals or up five goals he’s always trying to 
play his best game out there.” 

NHL ALL-STAR FESTIVITIES 

The All-Star Game, a three-on-three competition, will be played Saturday 
at 3 p.m. at T-Mobile Arena. Each of the four divisional teams have nine 
skaters and two goalies for the three-game tournament. 

There is also a new twist this year: There will be an outdoors skills 
competition Friday, including the NHL Fountain Face-Off at the Fountains 
of Bellagio. 

It will be Las Vegas at its flashy best. Eight players will be taken by a 
boat to an improvised rink in the fountain and then shoot pucks at five 
targets. There also will be the Las Vegas NHL 21 in ‘22 skills 
competition, with players shooting pucks at a huge deck of playing cards. 

There will be the usual skills competition Friday inside T-Mobile Arena: 
hardest shot, fastest skater, accuracy shooting, etc. Aho will participate in 
the accuracy shooting and Andersen in the “Save Streak” competition 
with other goalies. 

It will be the second All-Star appearance for both Aho and Andersen. Aho 
had two goals and an assist in two games for the winning Metro team in 
2019 in San Jose. Andersen competed for the Atlantic Division in 2020 in 
St. Louis, representing the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Alex Ovechkin of the Washington Capitals was to be the Metro captain 
this year but will miss the game after testing positive for COVID-19. He 
was replaced by Caps teammate Tom Wilson and Claude Giroux of the 
Flyers will serve as Metro captain. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2022 

 

2022 NHL ALL-STAR GAME 

When: Saturday, 3 p.m. 

Where: T-Mobile Arena, Las Vegas. 

TV/Radio: WTVD-ABC11, ESPN+ (simulcast). 
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Leaf Morgan Rielly isn’t an NHL all-star, but his teammates make a pretty 
strong case 

 

By Kevin McGran 

Fri., Feb. 4, 2022timer4 min. read 

updateArticle was updated 9 hrs ago 

 

John Tavares started an interesting conversation a couple of weeks ago 
about Maple Leafs teammate Morgan Rielly. 

“Such a great player, one of the best defencemen I’ve played with,” the 
Leafs captain said. “Even as good as he is and as much recognition as 
he gets, I still think he’s looked upon as a little bit underrated.” 

That’s the word. Underrated. Is it even possible on a team that generates 
so much hype? 

“I agree,” says forward William Nylander. “He’s a tremendous player. I 
mean, he’s a top defenceman in the league and easily could be an all-
star in any given year.” 

Maybe it’s true. On this team, the scoring exploits of Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner, Nylander and Tavares take the front seat. The goaltending 
of Jack Campbell is right up there, too. 

Even among the league’s top defencemen, Rielly doesn’t pop off the 
page. He’s only been seriously considered for the Norris Trophy once — 
in 2018-19, fifth in voting — and hasn’t picked up a vote since. 

All-star game? Rielly has never been there. 

“If you look at his stats and what he brings to our team, (to) not be at 
least a one-time all-star? It’s insanity, to be fairly honest. It’s crazy,” says 
teammate Mitch Marner, an all-star last season. 

Now in his ninth season, Rielly has also only twice been among the 
NHL’s weekly three stars. 

“Internally, we know how important he is,” says forward Jason Spezza. “I 
think at times with the big names we have up front, maybe he doesn’t get 
the recognition he deserves in terms of all-star games and stuff like that. 

“I think with the Olympics, Mo probably had a good chance of making 
that team. That would have got him a little bit of a higher profile. He’s just 
a constant, everyday professional and doesn’t go looking for the 
attention, so maybe that’s why he doesn’t get as much attention.” 

Rielly was drafted fifth by the Leafs in 2012 and has certainly 
outperformed the four who preceded him (Nail Yakupov, Ryan Murray, 
Alex Galchenyuk and Griffin Reinhart). He’s played more NHL games 
than any other player from that draft class — though he’s neck-and-neck 
with Capitals forward Tom Wilson — and ranks third in points behind 
forwards Filip Forsberg and Tomas Hertl. 

While he doesn’t produce quite as much offence as other top 
defencemen such as Victor Hedman, Cale Makar and Adam Fox, he’s on 
track for his best season with 38 points in 42 games at the break. And he 
has logged big minutes, even more since an injury to Jake Muzzin. 

“Morgan, his game is in a really good spot, both sides of the puck,” says 
coach Sheldon Keefe. “We talked about how his defending has improved 
and he’s keeping the play in front of him — he’s closing space really well 
— and he’s doing that without taking away from his offence.” 

Some wish he was more physical, more offence-minded, flashier. But his 
analytics are solid, with possession numbers well over 50 per cent (top 
25 among defencemen who have played at least 30 games). And 
expected goals for when he’s on the ice far outstrip expected goals 
against at five-on-five: 36.48 to 32.33, according to naturalstattrick.com. 

At 27, he’s already eighth in franchise history among defencemen with 
614 games played. Up next: Allan Stanley (633). With 343 points, he 
ranks fifth with Ian Turnbull fourth at 414. 

When all is said and done, Rielly may be as revered as Borje Salming or 
Tim Horton. He’ll get the chance with an eight-year, $60-million contract 
extension that kicks in next season. 

“He’s a consummate pro,” says Spezza. “He came into this year … with 
the pressure of trying to make the Olympic team, pressure of not having 
a contract beyond this year. And you wouldn’t have known that. He came 
in and was workmanlike. 

“When he got rewarded with a long deal, nothing changed. And that’s the 
reason why guys like that get long deals. Your organization puts trust in 
players like that because of the consistency and the work ethic and the 
wanting to get better. You see defencemen as they get older, they get 
more efficient and smarter in their game. You’re seeing that with Mo. He 
controls the play out there and he’s going to be doing it for a long time.” 

So, what does Rielly think? 

“I don’t think I’m underrated. I feel pretty comfortable right where I am. I 
just like being a part of this team, and I think we each have a role in our 
room. And you embrace it and you try to do your best with it. I mean, 
really, that’s all we’re trying to do each day. 

“So, whether it’s me or Auston or Mitch or Johnny or Willy, we just want 
to be the best you can be. That goes all the way up and down our 
lineup.” 
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The pandemic is crushing Canadian teams. The NHL might let them play 
elsewhere 

 

By Chris JohnstonSpecial to the Star 

Fri., Feb. 4, 2022timer4 min. read 
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LAS VEGAS The word Gary Bettman kept using was “devastating.” 

At one point he called it “extraordinarily painful.” 

You really didn’t have to read too closely between the lines to get a 
sense of the NHL commissioner’s growing frustration with the state of 
COVID-19 restrictions in Canada at the outset of all-star weekend. 

They’ve been bad for business. 

Bettman told reporters that league revenues are expected to land in the 
$5-billion (U.S.) range this season, but that’s $200 million less than he 
was projecting during a board of governors meeting in December. 

The intervening weeks saw a dramatic spike in the spread of the 
Omicron variant, sending more than 100 NHL players into COVID 
protocols at the same time and forcing dozens of games to be 
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rescheduled. They also saw attendance restrictions return in each of the 
seven Canadian markets, which accounts for the nine-figure drag on 
league revenues. 

“All of the clubs that can’t have full capacity are losing lots of money,” 
Bettman said Friday. “I will say that the impact is devastating to the clubs 
that play in Canada. Even from a competitive standpoint, because you’re 
not getting the home crowds.” 

The restrictions are stiffest in Ontario, where the Maple Leafs and 
Senators are currently limited to 500 fans per game through Feb. 21. 
Making matters worse is the fact Ottawa is scheduled to play 11 games 
at Canadian Tire Centre during that window — accounting for more than 
a quarter of its entire home schedule. 

Bettman called the restrictions “very frustrating for everybody” and 
dropped a bit of a bombshell about how teams may adjust if the situation 
doesn’t improve. 

“Not surprisingly a number of the Canadian clubs have asked about the 
possibility of playing their games somewhere else,” said Bettman. “That’s 
how troublesome and devastating it is for the clubs. It’s not something 
anybody wants to do, and it’s not something we’re actively encouraging, 
but it’s something that if this continues much longer we may have to look 
at and consider.” 

He didn’t stop there. 

Bettman also said the NHL may be forced to move July’s entry draft 
away from the Bell Centre in Montreal if the Quebec government doesn’t 
lift restrictions to allow fans and the large number of team personnel into 
the building. 

There was no deadline provided for that decision. The Canadiens have 
been running point on discussions with the provincial authorities. 

“It has been extraordinarily painful to see them playing in an empty 
building, particularly when, as I understand it, people are going to 
restaurants and bars,” said Bettman. “But I’m not going to argue and 
protest against what the governmental authorities have determined they 
think they need to do. We haven’t had direct conversations. When we get 
to a point in time where we think we have to make a decision, we’ll see 
what the state of the world is. 

“Hopefully restrictions will get lifted sooner rather than later.” 

The strain of the pandemic is clearly being felt. 

Bettman estimated that teams have lost $50 million apiece on average 
since March 2020, when the spread of the coronavirus forced the league 
into a five-month pause. The 2019-20 playoffs were held in bubbles 
without fans, and attendance was severely limited during the shortened 
56-game season that followed it. 

Despite the challenges in Canada, there are signs of normalcy on the 
horizon with Bettman announcing the return of regular-season games to 
Europe next season. He also awarded next year’s all-star weekend to the 
Florida Panthers, and said the Winter Classic will be played outdoors at 
Fenway Park in Boston. 

The league is even in discussions with the NHL Players’ Association to 
resuscitate the World Cup of Hockey in February 2024. There’s an 
urgency to finalize those plans, according to deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly, because of the planning that needs to go into what would be the 
first best-on-best international tournament since September 2016. 

“We have some ideas on what that can look like, and it might look a lot 
different than the 2016 (event) with different elements, more exciting 
compelling elements to it,” said Daly. 

The NHL was forced to withdraw participation in the Beijing Olympics 
after seeing 105 games rescheduled in the first half of the season. It 
simply wouldn’t have been possible to get the schedule in while taking a 
multi-week Olympic break, according to Bettman. 

However, he doesn’t think that decision will impact the league’s ability to 
strike a deal with the International Olympic Committee and return to the 
2026 Games in Milan. 

“I think because of the importance of hockey to the Winter Games and 
what a difference our players can make in that tournament, I think they’ll 
welcome us to Italy in four years,” said Bettman. “And I think if the world 
is in a different place we’ll be thrilled to have our players go.” 
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All-star notes: Bettman hints at Canadian NHL teams moving games 
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Sending a message in hockey is nothing new, unless it’s Gary Bettman 
initiating and the target is Canadian politicians. 

The NHL commissioner hinted early in his all-star weekend press 
conference about “devastating” losses to the seven northern franchises 
brought on by COVID-19 and then warned that a slow re-opening has 
prompted some of those teams to ask about moving their games, likely to 
the United States. And when vice-president Billy Daly said the July draft 
could go virtual again if Quebec is not allowing team management, picks 
or crowds into Montreal’s Bell Centre, Bettman indicated he would rather 
move it. 

“In that regard, not surprisingly, a number of Canadian clubs have asked 
about the possibility of playing their games somewhere else. That’s how 
troublesome and devastating it is for those clubs. 

“It’s not something anybody wants to do or we’re actively encouraging. 
But if this continues much longer it’s something we may actively 
consider.” 

The Winnipeg Jets recently surveyed fans about shifting games, though 
only as far as Saskatoon, and received 40% negative response. It’s not 
clear where Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal could go to play in the East, 
but they’re not far from American rinks in the New York City area, Buffalo 
and Detroit. The Leafs and Senators can soon go back to 50% capacity 
later this month and if all goes well, 100% by March. 

Earlier in his mid-season report, Bettman forecast a huge hit in hockey 
related revenue linked to COVID, particularly in Canada. 

“We respect the (health) procedures, so we are complying. To some 
extent, it will diminish HRR (which is split with players), but we’ll be in the 
$5 billion US range, less than we expected in December (when the 
omicron variant exploded). But it is devastating to the clubs in Canada, 
even from a competitive standpoint, because they’re not getting (home 
crowd support).” 

DOG GONE IT 

Bettman again incurred the wrath of Canadian fans hoping for a new 
northern entry, by endorsing the Arizona Coyotes’ flimsy plan to play the 
next few years at a low-revenue 5,000-seat facility at Arizona State 
University. Ownership, about to be booted from suburban Glendale, is 
seeking an eventual new rink at a more desirable site in Tempe. 

“Let’s all take a deep breath on Arizona,” urged Bettman. who has made 
several sacrifices to save what he considers a viable fan and broadcast 
market. “We think (a new rink) will completely reverse the current 
fortunes of the club. With the right arena, they’ll be great. End of the day, 
there has to be temporary accommodations, knowing a new building is 
coming. 
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“They can create a terrific experience for people in an intimate setting. 
And it wouldn’t   be the first time we were in a small, temporary facility.” 

Indeed, Tampa Bay, Ottawa and even Calgary were in small barns as 
their teams’ bigger homes were built. But that won’t make fans in Quebec 
City, Saskatoon, Hamilton or those still hoping for a second Toronto-area 
franchise feel less resentful. 

Bettman did repeat league support for the Flames staying in Calgary, 
despite his disappointment that a new downtown arena deal recently fell 
through. 

“If this gives everyone a fresh look (at arena options) that’s good,” 
Bettman said. “The city is a free agent, so is the team.” 

BAD TO WIRTZ 

Bettman said there would be no league action taken against Chicago 
Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz for his rant earlier this week. Wirtz 
attempted to slam the door on any further discourse regarding the team’s 
handling of disgraced Brad Aldrich’s conduct and the damage to victim 
Kyle Beach and others. 

“I think this has been very emotional, frustrating and draining for the 
Blackhawks and Rocky in particular,” said Bettman. “I think it was an 
emotional moment which Rocky promptly apologized for. They’re doing 
all the things to move forward. The people who (deserve) to be gone are 
gone. New people have been brought in. There’s training, they’re doing 
things above and beyond what we’re doing at the league level.” 

WHAT HAPPENED IN VEGAS 

There was no mistaking the all-star skills competition was in the glitzy 
gambling capital of the world. 

Trick shooting was in and around the dancing Bellagio Fountain, players 
dressed up as magicians or Sin City celebs in the breakaway competition 
in front of celebrity judges, while the Vegas Strip was shut down so five 
players, including Auston Matthews and Nazem Kadri, could fire at giant 
playing cards in a game of 21. 

Matthews’ Toronto teammate, Jack Campbell, combined with Tampa 
Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy to win Friday’s first event, the shutout streak, for 
the Atlantic Division. Matthews missed on his only shot, but in the Card 
Shark event, hit 21 the first round before losing to Joe Pavelski of Dallas. 

Victor Hedman of Tampa Bay won the hardest shot at 103.2 miles per 
hour, while St. Louis Blues’ Jordan Kyrou was fastest skater. The 
Toronto native derailed three-time champ Connor McDavid, with a lap of 
T-Mobile Arena at 13.550 seconds, McDavid coming fourth. Sebastian 
Aho of the Hurricanes smashed four targets on four shots in the fastest 
time to win the accuracy event. 

The all-star game is Saturday (3 p.m. ET), with the four divisions in a 3-
on-3 round robin, the winning teams splitting $1 million US. 

ICE CHIPS 

One of the most closely watched stories, post-break, will be when Jack 
Eichel is activated by Vegas. He could be in contact practices by next 
week after November artificial neck/disc surgery. “Everything changes 
once we get into full contact,” Knights coach Peter DeBoer said Friday. 
“But from a sheer practice and skill point of view, he’s elite. Every day the 
group is out with him, they get more excited”   … The Kraken could lose 
its first captain, Marc Giordano, before its first season ends. GM Ron 
Francis told the Athletic Seattle he will see what Giordano might want in 
terms of a trade by the March 21 deadline (he’s a UFA next year), adding 
he does not regret giving Giordano the ‘C’ as the logical choice at camp. 
Also under increased scrutiny, Claude Giroux, a seven-time all-star game 
pick, but contemplating his future with the 26th-place Flyers. He has a 
no-move clause   … Shawn Horcoff will replace Pat Verbeek as assistant 
GM of the Red Wings after Verbeek took the top job with Anaheim. The 
former 1,000-game NHLer had been in Wings’ player development … 
Two former NHLers were flag-bearers at the opening ceremony of the 
Winter Olympics in Beijing — Valtteri Filpulla for Finland and Frans 

Nielsen for Denmark … Former Canadian flag-bearer Danielle Goyette, 
who is player development director with the Leafs, was moved to 
assistant coach of their Newfoundland Growlers ECHL team this week 
when Eric Wellwood went into COVID-19 protocol. 
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Maple Leafs prospects at the 2022 Olympics: Who to watch and what to 
expect 

 

By Joshua Kloke Feb 4, 2022 

 

While the upcoming men’s Olympic hockey tournament won’t see Auston 
Matthews to go head-to-head against Mitch Marner, fear not, Leafs fans: 
There’s still plenty of intrigue in the players in the Maple Leafs pipeline 
who will be representing their countries in Beijing. 

Four Leafs prospects will be at the Olympics: Josh Ho-Sang for Canada, 
Pontus Holmberg for Sweden, Matthew Knies and Nick Abruzzese for the 
United States. 

As such, the Olympics are an opportunity for fans to get a glimpse of 
prospects they might not watch otherwise, and for those prospects to 
challenge themselves against stronger competition. 

“The Olympics is very much a performance-on-demand beast,” said 
Maple Leafs senior director of player development Hayley Wickenheiser, 
who of course made six trips to the Olympics. “It’s not a seven-game 
series. So it’s a different kind of pressure and expectation that comes 
with that. You have to have lightning-in-a-bottle strike all at once.” 

Denis Malgin was also named to the Swiss roster and the Leafs still hold 
his NHL rights. He’s had two strong seasons in the Swiss league, 
however judging by a recent interview with a Swiss outlet, a return to the 
Leafs doesn’t seem likely in the immediate future. 

Yet the four other Leafs prospects all feature varying skill sets and should 
feature heavily for their respective teams. 

Ahead of the start of the Games, The Athletic spoke to Wickenheiser 
about the prospects in the Leafs system appearing in the tournament and 
how this appearance could impact their future with the Leafs. 

Pontus Holmberg, C/LW 

Country: Sweden | 5-foot-11, 179 pounds 

Acquired: Drafted sixth round, 156th, 2018 

What role will he play with Sweden? Holmberg may very well be the most 
intriguing Leafs prospect to watch at the Olympics. 

The Vaxjo Lakers forward has flown under the radar for the last few 
years after being a late draft pick, only emerging as a prospect of interest 
with his MVP performance in the 2021 Swedish Hockey League playoffs. 
During those playoffs, Holmberg’s newfound confidence led to him 
attacking the goal more and ditching the tag of being a perimeter 
playmaker. He signed an entry-level contract with the Leafs not long 
afterward. 

“He’s been able to have more success by playing on the interior,” said 
Wickenheiser. “He’s certainly used his skating in a better fashion, and 
then he’s been able to utilize players around him better. But I think the 
confidence of having that season last year in the playoffs, and then 
jumping into this year, combined with maturing also off the ice with his 
fitness and his strength has pushed him more.” 

With Sweden, he’ll be depended on to produce both at 5-on-5 and on the 
power play. 
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What can we expect from him on the ice? Holmberg’s blend of skating 
and finesse has turned him into one of the better younger players in the 
SHL. 

“He’s a very cerebral guy,” said Wickenheiser. “He processes the game 
well.” 

Though Holmberg is more of a reserved character off the ice and may 
take a game or two to come into his own, Wickenheiser believes he’s 
made the kind of improvements with the Leafs development staff that 
could help his chances for success at the Olympics. 

“He’s engaged with us. He wants to learn with just his attention to little 
details around the game. He’s very interested from an off-ice perspective 
as well in terms of his training. I think really the credit goes to him in the 
maturing process of trying to figure out what it takes to be a pro and be 
an NHL player,” said Wickenheiser. 

What does his future with the Leafs look like? Holmberg will likely move 
to the Marlies once his SHL season ends in the spring. Another full 
season in the AHL to learn how to be effective on smaller North 
American ice is likely. 

Yet the Leafs believe they’ve seen the kind of changes in his game this 
season that could eventually make him an effective NHL player: He’s 
playing harder on pucks and while he’s showing more of a desire to take 
the puck to the net, Wickenheiser believes “he doesn’t sacrifice that on 
the defensive end of the game.” 

“He’s tracking back through the neutral zone and being in better spots for 
transition play with pucks,” she said. 

If he does end up pushing for a spot on the Leafs in 2023, he’ll have to 
continue to round out those elements of his game and learn to engage 
more physically. Wickenheiser is optimistic. 

“He can play gritty,” said Wickenheiser. “He can come into the interior of 
the ice, he’s not afraid to take contact, he’s got a nose for the net, he will 
play a 200-foot game, which I think is very important if he’s going to fill 
those depth, third and fourth line positions, where you would potentially 
see him initially.” 

Matthew Knies, C/LW 

Country: United States | 6-foot-3, 210 pounds 

Acquired: Drafted second round, 57th, 2021 

What role will he play with the United States? Knies is the biggest player 
on the U.S. roster and will likely be depended on against some of the 
opposition’s top lines as a result. His power forward game could change 
the dynamic for the U.S. against some smaller teams. 

“He’s got a bit of a fire in him,” said Wickenheiser of the University of 
Minnesota forward. “I think that he likes a challenge and he seems to be 
able to rise up, so this will be a really great challenge for him.” 

What can we expect from him on the ice? Wickenheiser is interested in 
how the 19-year-old, the youngest of any Leafs prospect at the Olympics, 
performs while playing against men. He’s had little difficulty outmuscling 
opponents in college hockey but the Olympics might present other 
challenges. 

“He’s a boy in a man’s body. But he plays a very physical style of game 
in college where he can run over guys and make some plays. So it will be 
curious to see how he can match up on that Olympic surface. When 
there’s more space, you’re not able to physically dominate or engage as 
much. So I’m curious to see his ability to make plays off the puck, get 
himself into spots, and then to be able to skate at this level,” said 
Wickenheiser. 

What does his future with the Leafs look like? As detailed ahead of the 
world juniors, Knies is further away from joining the Leafs organization 
compared to some of their higher-end prospects, though he’s still 
trending in the right direction. 

He could jump into an AHL lineup tomorrow and not look out of place 
physically. He has the maturity to ease the transition as well, there’s still 
work to be done for him to learn how to be more nimble on the ice and 
when he does use his size, to do so in a way that creates opportunities 
for his teammates. 

If he can continue to build on his development next season at Minnesota, 
it will make for an interesting choice on where he plays in 2023-24. 

Nick Abruzzese, C 

Country: United States | 5-foot-9, 161 pounds 

Acquired: Drafted fourth round, 124th, 2019 

What role will he play with the United States? Abruzzese’s off-the-charts 
vision and playmaking allow him to make players around him better. He 
plays high up the Harvard University lineup however, it seems likely he’ll 
occupy more of a middle-six role with the United States with power play 
time on the half-wall. 

“He’s an elite thinker. He’s meticulous in his approach. You go to talk to 
him or show video, he’s already got it covered. He can talk hockey all day 
long,” said Wickenheiser. 

What can we expect from him on the ice? Sometimes Abruzzese’s 
passing and creativity with the puck is so swift and his ability to find open 
ice is so fine-tuned that it looks like the college game is coming too easy 
to him. 

In that sense, playing against mostly professionals could provide him with 
the challenge he needs to further improve his development. 

“My personal view is, no matter where you’re playing, you can always 
find ways to challenge yourself. I think he makes the game seem very 
easy. My thought about him is that he should dominate every game, and 
he should look to be the best player in every game. And so when he 
goes to the Olympics, that’s another level, facing a Finnish team that is 
mostly over the age of 25, and you’re playing against men, etc. So this 
will be a good test for him,” said Wickenheiser. 

What does his future with the Leafs look like? Abruzzese is one of the 
Leafs’ better prospects, but Wickenheiser believes there are further 
strides he could make in his shot development and how he plays inside 
of contact and how he muscles himself into interior spaces. 

“That is going to be the challenge for him at the next level when there’s 
bigger, faster, stronger bodies. He certainly has the thinking part of the 
game down. He’s very, very elite that way. He’s one step ahead. So 
sometimes with a player like that, you’re just following along and 
supporting and letting them tell you what they’re thinking versus tell them 
what you’re thinking,” said Wickenheiser. 

Right now, a lot is pointing toward Abruzzese joining the Leafs’ 
organization soon. He’s developing well at Harvard, and his former coach 
and general manager occupy those same roles with the Marlies, which 
could ease his transition. He’s exactly the type of player who could utilize 
the developmental resources available with the Marlies. 

Of course, signing an entry-level contract and turning pro would mean 
pausing his Harvard education, at least for now. That’s not easy to walk 
away from. 

Josh Ho-Sang, RW 

Country: Canada | 6-foot, 172 pounds 

Acquired: Signed to an AHL contract, 2021 

What role will he play with Canada? Even if Pontus Holmberg is, for my 
money, the most intriguing Leafs prospect at the Olympics because the 
fan base has seen so little of him, there’s little doubt Ho-Sang will 
command the most eyeballs. 

Team Canada’s management and coaching staff raved about Ho-Sang’s 
skill when the team was announced. It’s hard not to see the Marlies 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 5, 2022 

 

forward occupying not only a top-six spot, but a power play role where he 
could influence the game in a way very few others at the tournament can. 

The question Wickenheiser has is whether he can showcase the other 
developments he’s made in his game besides his skill with the puck. 

“He’s got skills for days,” said Wickenheiser. “The Olympics is going to 
be interesting because he’s a guy that can break open a game with one 
play, the way he can start with a puck in the other end, and come through 
the middle of the ice, and be able to manipulate plays. So for him, I think 
really where people will be watching is all the little details around helping 
the team win and playing that complete game: back-checking, stripping 
pucks, all the little intangibles that go into being a good pro every single 
day. That’s the Josh Ho-Sang challenge that we’ve all talked to him 
about.” 

What can we expect from him on the ice? Game-changing movement 
with the puck, for sure. 

But we know that much about Ho-Sang. Seeing him with the puck isn’t a 
surprise. So what could a more complete version of his game being 
shown at the Olympics mean for his future: Could it be the final straw for 
the Leafs to offer him an NHL contract? Or could it be enough for another 
NHL team to offer him a deal as something of a trade deadline rental? 

Ho-Sang himself has said he’d be open to considering offers from other 
NHL teams. 

“My hope for him is he goes (to the Olympics) and he does all those little 
things and is able to show that he’s continued to make progress,” said 
Wickenheiser. “You have a lights out performance at the Olympics and 
people ask questions. And maybe it’s not the Leafs, maybe it’s another 
team for him. It gives him another opportunity to showcase his skill and 
ability.” 

What does his future with the Leafs look like? Ho-Sang has proven he’s 
matured and that he can probably help an NHL team on the power play, 
at the very least. 

Right now, there might not be room for him on the right side of the Leafs 
forward mix, despite protests from a vocal part of the fan base. 
Personally, I’ve envisioned Ho-Sang spending the entire season with the 
Marlies, getting up to speed on the way the Leafs want to play before 
playing for an NHL contract in training camp next season. Call it an 
extended version of the Alex Galchenyuk experiment. 

But the strides he’s made in the AHL this season, and could further make 
on a bigger stage at the Olympics, might change his outlook sooner than 
that. 

“He’ll decide where he wants to go,” said Wickenheiser. “He has that kind 
of talent to continue to either play in the NHL, or wherever he may end 
up.” 
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Brady Tkachuk is enjoying his weekend in the Sin City. 

But the Ottawa Senators’ captain would be even happier if injured winger 
Drake Batherson had gotten the opportunity to represent the club with 
the Atlantic Division at the NHL all-star weekend that wraps up Saturday 
night with a three-on-three tournament at T-Mobile Arena. 

Out at least two months with a high ankle sprain after a cheap shot two 
weeks ago from Buffalo Sabres’ goalie Aaron Dell, Tkachuk was named 
as the replacement and though there was hope Batherson would be able 
to spend the weekend in Vegas as well it just wasn’t possible. 

“Under the circumstances it was tough because we know Batherson and 
he deserves to be here,” Tkachuk told this newspaper Friday by 
telephone during a break in Media Day in Vegas. “He deserves to be 
here and we were all looking forward to him having the chance to 
represent our community. 

“He was playing so good for us so under the circumstances it’s pretty 
disappointing that he can’t be here because we were just so excited for 
him. He’s such a huge part of our team and there’s definitely mixed 
feelings about it.” 

This is the second time Tkachuk has had the chance to take part in the 
all-star festivities. He was a late addition to the weekend in 2020 in his 
hometown when the game took place in St. Louis. 

Tkachuk was in the Skills Challenge on Friday and he participated in the 
‘21 in 22’ event. Part of Las Vegas Boulevard was closed down so the 
stars could play street hockey by shooting at an oversized deck of cards 
and make a hand of 21. 

The player who is closest to 21 in two rounds was crowned “Puck Shark.” 
It’s something that’s unique to Vegas. 

Tkachuk was to accompany girlfriend Emma Farinacci and their parents 
to dinner with former Senators’ teammate Mark Stone following the skills 
event Friday. 

Tkachuk arrived in Vegas Wednesday after staying in the New York area 
following the Ottawa’s 4-1 loss to the New York Islanders on Tuesday 
night in Elmont to close out the pre-break portion of the schedule. 

The Senators will return Monday against the New Jersey Devils to start a 
back-to-back series at the Canadian Tire Centre that will include a visit 
by the Carolina Hurricanes Tuesday. 

That will start a stretch of 42 games in 81 days before the Senators wrap 
up the season Apr. 29 on the road against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

“At least won’t have to practice, right?,’” Tkachuk said wryly. “All we’re 
going to have to do is get ready for playing games. 

The guys are going to be excited about that because at one point this 
year it felt like all we were doing was practising. 

“Guys are excited about playing a lot of hockey but it’s a good time to get 
hot.” 

The Senators faced no shortage of adversity in the first 40 games of the 
campaign. There were two separate bouts with COVID-19 in November 
and last month the depth was challenged by a host of injuries. 

“There was definitely a lot of highs, a lot of lows and we got off to a tough 
start but I think by facing that adversity we became a better team 
because of it,” Tkachuk said. 

“Now, we can go back to our identity when things are tough and it’s great 
for any team to be able to get back to what works for them. 

“We just have to keep doing that, keep believing in what we’re doing for 
each other and just keep improving.” 

The club is nine points behind the Columbus Blue Jackets for the final 
wildcard spot in the East with three games in hand, but the chances of 
making the post-season are slim so the Senators need to focus on 
improvement. 

The Senators have played better defensively under coach D.J. Smith and 
his staff in the last month. The good news is winger Connor Brown will 
return from a broken jaw against the Devils while centre Dylan Gambrell 
and defenceman Nikita Zaitsev should both play next week. 
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“It will be nice to get guys back,” Tkachuk said. “We’ve gone through the 
injury bug and we’ve been missing a lot of key people. It will be good to 
get that energy in the lineup.” 

SANDERSON ON HOLD 

Senators’ top prospect defenceman Jake Sanderson is in COVID-19 
protocol in Los Angeles waiting to see if he’ll get clearance to travel to 
Beijing for the 2022 Winter Olympic Games with Team USA. 

Sanderson tested positive for the virus last weekend and wasn’t able to 
head overseas with his teammates. If he can test negative four straight 
days then Sanderson will leave L.A. on a charter with other American 
athletes participating in the Games. 

That testing started Friday and will continue through Monday. 

The Americans are scheduled to play their first game of the Olympic 
tournament Thursday against China. Sanderson, who is getting ready to 
close out his season at the University of North Dakota, will play a big role 
under Team USA coach David Quinn and will be one of the club’s top 
two blueliners. 
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NHL announces Winter Classic returning to Fenway Park in 2023 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated February 4, 2022, 6:12 p.m. 

 

The NHL has decided to bid the Hub anew. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman on Friday said the league again will hold its 
Winter Classic at Fenway Park, marking a return of the signature outdoor 
game to Fenway for the first time since New Year’s Day 2010. 

Bettman, addressing the media in Las Vegas prior to the start of this 
weekend’s All-Star festivities, did not reveal what team the Bruins will 
oppose in the regular-season game. A team press release also noted a 
date and time would be announced.  

Typically, the Winter Classic is staged as a day game on Jan. 1, but it’s 
possible the league would consider holding it on Dec. 31, a Saturday this 
year. 

It will be the fifth time that the Bruins, owned by NHL Chairman of the 
Board Jeremy Jacobs, will be featured in one of the NHL’s outdoor 
games. In their first time at Fenway and the third of the 13 Winter 
Classics, the Bruins rubbed out the Flyers, 2-1, in overtime. 

Six years later, the Bruins were hammered by the Canadiens, 5-1, at 
Gillette Stadium before the largest crowd (67,246) ever to watch a 
hockey game in New England. On Jan. 1, 2019, the Bruins dealt the 
Blackhawks a 4-2 loss at Notre Dame Stadium before a crowd of 76,126 
— the largest in Bruins’ history. 

Last Feb. 21, amid the ongoing COVID pandemic, the Bruins and Flyers 
met outside in Lake Tahoe with spectators not allowed to attend. The 
Bruins slapped a 7-3 loss on the Broad Street Bullies, led by a David 
Pastrnak hat trick. 

Patrice Bergeron, the lone Bruins representative this weekend in Vegas, 
has played in all four of Boston’s outdoor games. The 36-year-old’s 
contract expires at the end of this season, and he has not yet made 
public whether he plans to continue his career. 

Fenway, which opened in April 1912, has played host to other outdoor 
hockey games in the wake of the wildly popular 2010 Classic, which drew 
a crowd of 38,112. For those interested in purchasing tickets or 

merchandise for the upcoming game, the Bruins suggested 
BostonBruins.com/WinterClassic. 
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At 36, Bruins’ Patrice Bergeron remains a brightly shining All-Star 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff,Updated February 4, 2022, 6:39 p.m. 

 

Las Vegas, where Patrice Bergeron will touch down this weekend for the 
NHL’s All-Star Weekend, is typically where he goes to collect Selke 
Trophies. 

Four times — 2012, ‘14, ‘15, and ‘17 — the Bruins captain has left the 
annual NHL Awards show carrying the silver cup, with bows and bunting, 
gifted to the best defensive forward in the league. This July, he could win 
his fifth, which would set a record. 

If he does, he won’t place the replica version in a prominent location in 
his family’s home west of Boston. Like most reminders of his hockey 
career, the Selkes are tucked away in a corner of his basement. 

His two Olympic medals (2010, ‘14) sit “in a safety deposit box at a bank 
somewhere,” he said. He can’t remember when he last saw them. “It’s 
been a while.” 

The World Championship (2004), World Juniors (2005), and World Cup 
of Hockey (2016) medals are likewise stashed, as is the Stanley Cup ring 
(2011). Various No. 37 jerseys from Acadie-Bathurst, Team Canada, and 
previous All-Star Games (2015-16) hang in a closet. 

He does not consider himself a collector of Patrice Bergeron 
memorabilia. But a few items are indelible. They are neatly framed and 
displayed on a wall in his basement den. 

There’s the puck shot for his first NHL goal, in Los Angeles on Oct. 18, 
2003, a backhand rebound on the power play against Roman 
Cechmanek. The Bruins went down, 3-0, and Bergeron, all of 18 years 
old, set up goals by Sandy McCarthy and Brian Rolston before scoring 
the tying goal himself. Mike Knuble potted the winner with 1:48 left. 

There’s a signed Ray Bourque jersey, white in the Bruins’ early ‘90s 
style, to honor one of the greatest Bruins, a fellow Quebecois who gave 
Bergeron some of the leadership language he used first as a young 
alternate captain. 

There’s another throwback sweater, a No. 9 Johnny Bucyk, in white, with 
the ‘70s gold shoulder trim and Bucyk’s neat, looping signature. 
Bergeron, like many young Bruins, was taken under the wing of “Chief,” 
who became the club’s traveling secretary and sage after his playing 
days. 

Two pieces commemorate the 2011 Stanley Cup team: a photo of his 
linemate, Mark Recchi, who taught him how to speak from his heart 
during that run; and Bergeron’s jersey from Game 7 of the Final, signed 
by his teammates. 

Finally, a Team Canada jersey from his Olympic linemate, Sidney 
Crosby, hangs with the Hall of Famers. 

The rest of his memorabilia Bergeron might see again long after he 
retires. Whenever that might be. 

“Maybe when my kids will be a little more curious about it, and want to 
see more,” he mused, chatting with a Globe reporter on the phone last 
Friday. “Maybe once I’m done, at times I’ll go back and take a look. But 
yeah, there’s a lot of it that’s in my memory bank as well. I think those are 
the best things, right?” 
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Team dinners, road trips, weddings, birthdays, locker room banter … he 
is trying to soak it in, live in the moment. But not because he’s leaving 
after this year. As he has said before, he is not thinking about that until 
the season is done. 

Bergeron, 36, all but has the ‘22 Selke wrapped up. Opponents are 
earning 1.45 expected goals, 39.4 shot attempts, 18.67 scoring chances, 
and 5.9 high-danger shot attempts per 60 minutes when Bergeron is on 
the ice at five-on-five. None of the 261 forwards who had played 400-plus 
minutes had a lower rate. 

With 12 goals and 34 points in 42 games, Bergeron is on pace for 26 
goals and 68 points. His points-per-game rate this season (0.85) is about 
in line with his average since turning 30 (0.89). 

“You don’t wake up at 36 and start working at it,” Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. “He put in the time a lot of years ago to make sure that 
when these years came, he would be as physically able as he can be, 
with the obvious things that Father Time [takes] some stuff away from 
you. 

“The game does get quicker every year. He’s been able to adjust to that. 
That’s a lot to do with how he prepares himself, and his hockey IQ. It’s 
off-the-charts good. That’s allowed him to play longer. Those are the two 
biggest reasons. 

“Then the inside, the passion for the game, that separates you from other 
people. Probably those three or four things have — I don’t want to say 
extended [his career], because he’s still producing at a high rate. 

“I don’t know what his ceiling is in terms of his age. He’s still playing like 
a guy that’s certainly not bumping up against it.” 

Bergeron is not ready to look back on his fine career; he's still busy 
earning accolades and making memories.JOHN TLUMACKI/ 

GLOBE STAFF This upcoming All-Star experience will go into the bank 
with his memories: Bourque’s “accuracy dominance,” as Bergeron called 
it, and MVP performance at the then-FleetCenter in 1996. Owen Nolan 
calling his shot on Dominik Hasek the next year in San Jose. Dany 
Heatley scoring four goals in the 2003 game, the year before Bergeron 
arrived in Boston. 

“As a kid, you love the game, it’s a passion, it’s also a dream of yours,” 
he said. “It’s definitely an event you look at and think it’s pretty cool.” 

Of his own accolades, which does he carry with him? What will last? 

“Obviously, it’s easy for me to pick the 2011 Cup, and the Olympics, and 
all these experiences have been amazing,” he said. “I feel very fortunate 
and grateful that I was part of those teams that were so successful. I was 
lucky in my career to be a part of those teams. 

“What I’ll remember the most are really the friendships, the bonds that 
I’ve created over the years. They’ve been pretty special. Once in a while 
I’ll send a text to some old teammates, old coaches, and it’s pretty 
amazing to realize how small the hockey world is and how many people 
I’ve met and had a chance to create a relationship with. To me, that’s the 
best part about what I do.” 
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Fenway Park to host Winter Classic again 

 

By STEVE CONROY | February 4, 2022 at 7:04 p.m. 

 

The Bruins are headed back to the ballpark. 

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman announced on Friday that the B’s will 
be hosting the 2023 Winter Classic at Fenway Park, the second time the 
home of the Red Sox has been the stage for the annual outdoor game 
that is the highlight of the NHL’s regular season. 

Fenway was the site of the Winter Classic in 2010, when the Bruins beat 
the Flyers, 2-1, in overtime. This will be the third time the B’s will be 
hosting the Classic — Gillette Stadium housed the 2016 Classic when 
they lost to the Canadiens, 5-1 — and their fifth outdoor game. They also 
played the 2019 Winter Classic at Notre Dame Stadium, beating the 
Blackhawks, 4-2, and last season they played a strikingly picturesque 
outdoor game at Lake Tahoe, where they again beat the Flyers, 7-3. 

Though an opponent has not yet been announced, Red Sox ownership 
(Fenway Sports Group) does have an NHL team of its own, having 
recently purchased the Pittsburgh Penguins. Whether that’s a matchup 
that would appeal to the league or would be viewed as too awkward 
remains to be seen. 

Boston Herald LOADED: 02.05.2022 

1234520 Boston Bruins 

 

BHN Puck Links: Boston Bruins Will Host Another Fenway Winter Classic 

 

Published 5 hours ago on February 4, 2022By Joe Haggerty  

 

The NHL enjoyed the Boston Bruins hosting the Winter Classic at 
Fenway Park so much that they’re headed back to the Lyric Little 
Bandbox. 

After reports had surfaced in recent days that the Winter Classic was 
indeed headed back to Fenway in an outdoor game between the Boston 
Bruins and Pittsburgh Penguins, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
confirmed while addressing the media at NHL All-Star weekend that the 
2023 Winter Classic will be played on Lansdowne Street on New Year’s 
Day. 

The opponent remains to be announced, but the Penguins would make a 
ton of sense. The 2023 Winter Classic will mark the first time that the 
NHL has returned to a Winter Classic site for a second time in the 15-
year history of the outdoor game 

“It’s been 12 years since we went to Fenway. A lot of money has been 
put into the building. It’s not quite the same ballpark. Boston is obviously 
a great hockey town,” said Bettman, who added that the NHL was bound 
to repeat an outdoor venue after playing 30 outdoor games that started 
with the Winter Classics. 

Interestingly enough, the Penguins make perfect sense as the opponent 
since the Fenway Sports Group led by Red Sox Principal owner John 
Henry purchased majority ownership of the Pittsburgh hockey club earlier 
this season. 

The game will mark the fifth NHL regular-season outdoor game for the 
Bruins and the first at Fenway since the Black and Gold defeated the 
Philadelphia Flyers 2-1 in OT in the 2010 NHL Winter Classic, with Marco 
Sturm memorably scoring in overtime to lift the bruins to victory. 

Now on to the BHN Puck Links: 

*The Boston Bruins still have plenty of questions to answer at the midway 
mark of the season, but at the very least they’re going to be a playoff 
team once again. (Boston Hockey Now) 

*Tom Wilson got some friendly advice from Zdeno Chara about what to 
expect during NHL All-Star weekend. (Washington Hockey Now) 
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*The Flyers are asking their fans for feedback about their Wells Fargo 
Arena experience for home dates with the Broad Street Bullies. (Philly 
Hockey Now) 

*Trevor Zegras is a ridiculous hockey highlight reel machine. 

Trevor Zegras is a ridiculous highlight reel machine 
pic.twitter.com/1Pht9R5wZ1 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) February 5, 2022 

*What an awful injury to Team USA forward and emotional leader 
Brianna Decker on a play that looked a lot like a dirty slewfoot to me. 
(Pucks with Haggs) 

*Kind of a bummer that New York Islanders defenseman Zdeno Chara 
politely declined an invitation to NHL All-Star weekend for the hardest 
shot competition. But totally understandable given the vacations these 
NHL players plan with their families at the NHL All-Star break. 
(Sportsnet) 

*Congrats to the pride of Stoneham, Mass Sam Colangelo tearing it up 
for Northeastern in a win over UVM on Friday night. 

*For something completely different: Interesting to hear the other side of 
Olympic-level athletes that never quite make it that far when the Olympic 
games are in season. (NBC) 
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Boston Bruins Bergeron Slated For Shot Accuracy Competition 

 

Published 19 hours ago on February 4, 2022By Joe Haggerty  

 

With NHL All-Star weekend upon us, the Boston Bruins will be 
represented in the Friday night skills competition in Las Vegas at T-
Mobile Arena that’s got a few pretty cool wrinkles this season. Bergeron 
and his family got the private jet treatment as they whisked their way out 
to Vegas a couple of days ago and now No. 37 will go to work this 
weekend as one of the NHL’s elder statesmen at the showpiece NHL All-
Star Game event. 

Patrice Bergeron has been tapped for the Honda NHL Accuracy Shooting 
contest, a category that Boston Bruins Hall of Famer Ray Bourque made 
his dominant event when he used to take part in NHL All-Star weekends 
back in the day. 

No. 37 took part in the shooting accuracy competition at the 2015 NHL 
All-Star weekend as well. Here is the rest of Bergeron’s competition in 
the shooting accuracy during a busy night of skills competition taking 
place in the arena, and on the Vegas strip outside of the Vegas Golden 
Knights’ home rink: 

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 

Clayton Keller, ARI 

Rasmus Dahlin, BUF 

Sebastian Aho, CAR 

Jake Guentzel, PIT 

Troy Terry, ANA 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 

Patrice Bergeron, BOS 

Jonathan Marchessault, VGK 

There were rumors out there that former Boston Bruins captain Zdeno 
Chara was going to show up at NHL All-Star skills weekend to take part 
in the hardest shot competition he dominated during his multiple All-Star 
apppearances despite not being named to the All-Star team. But he was 
not among the four names announced (Adam Pelech, Timo Meier, Tom 
Wilson and Victor Hedman) to be taking part after reportedly declining 
the league’s invite to take part. 

Brad Marchand will also be missing from NHL All-Star weekend after 
somehow not getting selected despite once again posting a Hart Trophy-
worthy first half to the season. 

The Golden Knights and the city of Las Vegas will host the 2022 Honda 
NHL® All-Star Weekend Feb. 4-5, which will include the 2022 NHL All-
Star Skills™ presented by DraftKings Sportsbook on Friday, Feb. 4 (7:30 
p.m. ET, ESPN, Sportsnet, TVA Sports) and the 2022 Honda NHL® All-
Star Game on Saturday, Feb. 5 (3 p.m. ET, ABC, Sportsnet, TVA 
Sports). The 2022 Honda NHL® All-Star Weekend marks the first time 
NHL All-Star activities will take place in Las Vegas. 

Once again, the 2022 Honda NHL® All-Star Game will feature a three-
game tournament, played in a 3-on-3 format, showcasing teams from 
each NHL division. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 7 All-Star Skills Takeaways: Trevor Zegras steals the 
show blind 

 

Luke Fox February 5, 2022, 12:04 AM 

 

LAS VEGAS -- A surprising and brand-new fastest skater, a classic event 
gets a throwback pop, some spectacular outdoor events, and a show-
stealing trick shot by Trevor Zegras. 

Friday’s 2022 NHL All-Star Skills mixed some oldies but goodies with a 
dash of the new, and did well to keep the mood fun. 

Here are seven highlights from the showcase. 

Remaining Time -1:57 

Gotta See It: Trevor Zegras scores unreal shootout goal while blindfolded 

Breakaway Challenge returns… and this time it’s scripted 

Last seen in 2016, the NHL brought back its goofiest gimmick, the 
Breakaway Challenge, in which contestants perform their most creative 
shootout moves and get judged on their originality. 

The league worked with the players to dream up fun ways to dress up a 
deke, and invited a panel of celebrity judges (Jon Hamm, Mark Messier, 
Paul Coffey, and more) on the ice to rate the moves in real-time, the way 
the NBA does with its dunk contest. 

This event was like one of the nightclubs Stefon used to describe on 
Saturday Night Live: It had everything. 

Kirill Kaprizov dressing up like Alex Ovechkin doing a “hot stick” 
celebration. Alex DeBrincat recreating The Hangover with Raiders 
quarterback Derek Carr. A miniature Jack Hughes popping out of a 
magic box and tossing his stick into the crowd. A glow-in-the-dark 
marching band. Trailblazer Manon Rheaume coming out of retirement at 
age 49. And Carrot Top for reasons unexplained. (Because he’s 
available, I guess.) 

Full Vegas! Full cheese! Full fun! 
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The highlight by a mile was Zegras, who came out in an Average Joes 
Dodgeball uniform, then dangled something silky and scored blindfolded 
while having dodgeballs thrown at him by various team mascots. 

Creative, smooth, brilliant. And it only took Zegras a couple hours to 
dream up the idea. 

Technically, Zegras did not win the event (local hero Alex Pietrangelo 
did). But he totally won the event. 

“Pretty cool move. I dunno. I'd like to see how blindfolded he really was. 
He made it look pretty easy. But it was pretty sweet,” Auston Matthews 
said. 

“To me, that was the winner.” 

Remaining Time -2:09 

NHL Skills Highlights: Breakaway Challenge 

Skills move to melted ice 

The most visually spectacular event was no doubt the Fountain Face-off, 
which was also pre-taped Thursday night at the Bellagio fountains. 

Players were boated out to an island and challenged to fire illuminated 
pucks into a series of targets located on smaller islands as fast as they 
could. 

What the event lacked in thrills it made up for in scenery. 

Three-time Olympic medallist Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson, a guest 
contestant, had no issue holding her own with the men and received a 
thunderous ovation inside T-Mobile when her speedy performance aired 
on the Jumbotron. 

Remaining Time -3:16 

Werenski takes down Josi in fountain faceoff finale 

Columbus’s Zach Werenski won the title, however. 

“Every time I come to Vegas now, I’ll walk by the fountains or drive by 
them and I’ll have that memory,” Werenski said. 

“I obviously won it, so I didn’t do too bad.” 

A new speed king is crowned 

They say you gotta beat the best to be the best. 

So with both Connor McDavid and Dylan Larkin -- winners of four of the 
past five Fastest Skater races -- highlighting a loaded field, first-time all-
star Jordan Kyrou’s fastest lap was all the more impressive. 

“Kyrou did a great job,” acknowledged McDavid, a three-time champ who 
finished a surprising fourth place. “There’s so many fast skaters in this 
league, and you saw it firsthand tonight.” 

Kyrou whipped around T-Mobile Arena in a time of 13.55 seconds, 
edging L.A.’s Adrian Kempe and New York’s Chris Kreider. (Kyrou’s 
winning time was actually the slowest since Michael Grabner’s 14.06 in 
2011.) 

Remaining Time -1:49 

McDavid unable to beat Kyrou in fastest skater competition 

The key to the 23-year-old’s success? 

“I just tried to keep my feet moving,” Kyrou revealed. 

It’s that easy kids. 

“It still hasn’t clicked in my head that I won,” a humble Kyrou said. “You 
always gotta believe in yourself a little bit, right? Those are still the 
fastest guys in the world So just being able to go up against them was 
really cool. 

“Connor’s the fastest player in the world, right? So, I was a little 
surprised.” 

Wait. If McDavid is the fastest and you were faster, aren’t you the 
fastest? 

“I mean, none of us are warm. Connor is still the fastest player in the 
world, in-game.” 

Joe Pavelski is good at everything 

The NHL shut down the Las Vegas Boulevard -- a logistical nightmare -- 
and set up hockey’s version of a blackjack game. 

Five players took aim at a deck of 52 gigantic playing cards in an effort to 
hit 21. 

Pavelski went four-for-four, calling and nailing every one of his shots. 

Remaining Time -0:58 

NHL Skills Highlights: 21 in '22 

His prowess in the game will only further his reputation as the guy who’s 
excellent at everything he tries (hockey, golf, cards). 

That desire to win (or hatred for losing) was instilled early, Pavelski says. 

“As a kid you just like playing games. You’re at the baseball diamond in 
the summer. You're playing flag football. You're playing ball hockey. We 
had pool tables, ping-pong tables, dartboards. Brothers and sisters, Dad, 
we all [competed],” Pavelski says. “I just liked playing all these little 
games, I guess. I stayed busy that way.” 

And on the rare occasion you didn’t win? 

“There were more tears than there probably needed to be at times.” 

Foam targets are back, baby 

Sometimes analog just sounds better than digital. 

The pop, smash and mess of the old-school foam targets in the Accuracy 
Shooting contest was brought back, replacing the teched-out illuminating 
corners of recent Skills contest. 

Sebastian Aho took the $30,000 prize by snapping all four Styrofoam 
circles in a tidy 10.9 seconds. 

“I used to love the foam targets and seeing them explode,” Pietrangelo 
said. “We had the same ones in the driveway. So to see them bring that 
back was really cool.” 

Remaining Time -0:49 

Aho snipes every accuracy shooting target in under 11 seconds 

Hardest Shot — now with 100 per cent glowing pucks! 

The glowing red pucks were a fine update on this classic battle of 
strength. But even they couldn’t make up for a potential crowd-pleasing 
moment. 

Five-time winner of the event Zdeno Chara had been rumoured to be 
invited for one last go at the crown despite not being named to the 
Metropolitan Division’s all-star squad. Sadly, no Chara. 

Aside from Golden Knights killer Tom Wilson getting lustily booed 
throughout his attempts (then cheered when his speedometer reading 
came up short), the highlight was Tampa Bay bomber Victor Hedman. 

Hedman blasted the two hardest pucks, his best topping out at 103.2 
miles per hour. 

“He rips it pretty quick,” Adam Pelech marvelled. 

Said Hedman: “I usually shoot on Vasi after practice as hard as I can, so 
I knew I had it in me.” 

Remaining Time -1:09 
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Hedman blasts 103.2 m.p.h. slapshot in hardest shot competition 

Campbell gets his moment (and some Red Lobster money) 

When Toronto’s Jack Campbell learned he’d been invited to his first all-
star game, he singled out Tampa goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy as the guy he 
most wanted to meet. 

Well, the two Atlantic Division netminders linked up for the longest run in 
the Save Streak by denying away nine consecutive breakaways. 

All-star vet Vasilevskiy’s advice to Campbell before they teamed up in 
opposite creases? 

“Just have fun,” Campbell said. “He was really happy we won, so makes 
me really happy.” 

Remaining Time -0:52 

NHL Skills Highlights: Save Streak 

Matthews: “I really loved watching Soup. I think we hit the jackpot with 
this guy. He’s just snake eyes in there. It was fun seeing him compete. 
It’s been a long, long road for him, but to see all his hard work pay off, it's 
been pretty incredible.” 

So, you’ll make him buy dinner, then? 

Matthews: “Yeah, Red Lobster. Crab linguini, bud.” 

Campbell: “My treat." 

Matthews: "Jackpot.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bettman threatens to move draft, but goes easy on Rocky 
Wirtz 

 

Luke Fox February 4, 2022, 9:19 PM 

 

LAS VEGAS -- Gary Bettman went hard on Canada and easy on Rocky 
Wirtz. 

The NHL commissioner’s annual All-Star Weekend address was equal 
parts celebration (Look at all the young talent!), strategic challenge 
(Loosen your gathering restrictions, Canada!), and damage control. 

While planes carrying some of the NHL’s brightest stars, most important 
investors, and chief decision-makers descended in Las Vegas earlier this 
week, Chicago Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz was giving them all 
something to gab about. 

If you’re reading this, surely you’re one of the millions who viewed Wirtz’s 
embarrassing, jaw-dropping Succession-like clip from his club’s townhall. 

The one in which he goes full Logan Roy, telling his own son, Danny, to 
hush while he berates a pair of reporters for daring to ask what the team 
is doing to prevent another Kyle Beach tragedy. 

Rocky Wirtz: 'We're not going to talk about Kyle Beach, we're moving on' 

That Wirtz -- who also serves on the league’s executive board and wields 
great power -- since issued an apology to those reporters seems to 
suffice Bettman just fine. 

No, there will be no reprimanding of the Blackhawks patriarch for what 
Bettman termed “an outburst.” 

In fact, Bettman aggressively downplayed the tone-deaf rant, which had 
none other than Wayne Gretzky questioning whether parents of 18-year-
old draftees should feel comfortable sending their sons under his watch. 

The commissioner was even empathetic to the point of view of Wirtz, 
who no doubt believes the uncomfortable topic should’ve vanished when 
he stroked a settlement cheque. 

"I think what has happened with that franchise because of Kyle Beach, 
and with Kyle Beach -- for which we all agree was horrible, and they 
acknowledge as well -- I think this has been very emotional and 
frustrating and draining for the Blackhawks, and Rocky in particular," 
Bettman said. 

“They're doing all the things to move forward. They're doing the work. 
The people who belong to be gone are gone. New people have been 
brought in. There's training. They're doing things above and beyond what 
we're doing at the league level. They're putting in a wellness department. 
They had answers for everything.” 

Bettman calls Rocky Wirtz outburst 'a moment', no discipline necessary 

In an effort to soothe the wound, Bettman went out of his way to speak to 
Wirtz’s questioners, Mark Lazerus and Phillip Thompson, individually 
Friday. 

But why not take a hard line with Wirtz? 

“We will continue as we do with all our clubs to hold them accountable, to 
do the work and make sure they're doing the right things,” Bettman said. 
“We would like all of our interactions among players, executives, 
coaches, managers, fans, the media -- we’d like them all to be friendly, 
cordial, professional. And overwhelmingly they are. 

“But this one was a moment.” 

Bettman had a moment, too. 

One in which he could’ve characterized Wirtz’s “outburst” for what it 
really was: another ugly blotch on a sport that keeps preaching 
acceptance and openness yet gives us reasons to wonder if it’ll ever stop 
protecting the old guard. 

'It's worth sticking with it' Bettman on Coyotes staying in Arizona 

Coyotes won’t lose (more) money by moving to a 5,000-seat arena 

Bettman shot down the notion that the Arizona Coyotes would see a 
significant drop in earnings -- and thus weaken the grand hockey-related 
revenue pie -- by playing its games at Arizona State University, a facility 
that only holds 5,000 fans. 

“In fact, in one projection we’ve done, we think it may be better,” Bettman 
said. 

Turning a better buck at a small campus rink compared to at Gila River 
Arena? Sounds like a backhanded compliment. 

In describing the Coyotes’ plight to find a home, Bettman also called out 
the Phoenix Suns for being unwilling to temporarily share their Footprint 
Center. 

“My guess would be that they prefer the hockey team leave town,” 
Bettman said, “but there are plenty of hockey fans there." 

Spinning positive, Bettman stuck to his guns -- as always -- and 
reiterated his belief that the NHL can thrive in the Phoenix market 
(reminding us it’s the city that birthed Auston Matthews) and actually 
sees the positives in the Coyotes indefinite downsize. 

“I think they can create a terrific experience for people,” Bettman said. 

Bettman says attendance restrictions 'devastating' to Canadian teams 

Bettman pressures Canada to swing open the doors 

While spending chunks of his presser on the defence (of Arizona, of 
Wirtz, of bailing on Beijing), Bettman went on the attack when it came to 
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Canada and the tight restrictions on fan capacity and food and beverage 
service north of the border. 

In a not-so-subtle play to pressure the Quebec government’s COVID 
policy, the commissioner threatened to take this summer’s 2022 NHL 
Draft away from the Bell Centre if fans are not permitted to attend on July 
7. 

“It has been extraordinarily painful to see [the Montreal Canadiens] play 
in an empty building, particularly, as I understand it, people are going to 
restaurants and bars,” Bettman said. “This is very frustrating for 
everybody.” 

So, what’s the alternative? 

Deputy commissioner Billy Daly said they’d likely go virtual again. 

Bettman interjected: “No. I think we might go somewhere else.” 

Bettman went so far as to bring up that Canadian teams have explored 
playing home games elsewhere to try and limit revue losses from these 
empty or half-empty barns. 

“That's how troublesome and devastating it is for the clubs,” Bettman 
said. 

While the commissioner does not anticipate weak attendance north of the 
border to significantly impact HRR, which is still tracking $5 billion this 
season, he is clearly fed up with how these gate issues are affecting 
individual clubs financially as well as the competitiveness and 
atmosphere for these games. 

One-Timers: Sheldon Kennedy’s Respect Group will begin training with 
all 32 teams in March and The Respect Hockey Summit will have its first 
planning meeting on Feb. 10… Bettman described the Calgary Flames 
as “a free agent,” and reminded the city of Calgary that the expense of 
erecting a new arena is only rising. Renovating the Saddledome will 
become inevitable, he said, and won’t come cheap…. The 2023 Winter 
Classic returns to Fenway Park, where the Boston Bruins will host a yet-
to-be-named opponent…. The 2023 All-Star Game will take place in 
South Florida…. The NHL and the PA met last week to discuss their 
plans for the next World Cup of Hockey, which will take place sometime 
before the 2026 Winter Games in Milan. Smart bet is 2024. 
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TSN.CA / Canadiens are suffering a stunning slide 

 

Travis Yost 

 

To say there were headwinds coming into this season for the Montreal 
Canadiens would be an understatement. 

With the captain on long-term injured reserve, the franchise goaltender in 
the NHLPA’s player assistance program, two centres lost to free agency 
and the salary cap an utter mess, the upside was difficult to see. 

A lot has happened since last summer in Montreal, little of it good. The 
team currently has seven players on injured reserve. The front office has 
been gutted. And, for the most part, Canadiens fans just want this regular 
season to end. Who can blame them? 

That said, the slide of this team – a team that competed in the Stanley 
Cup Final a year ago, I remind you – has been stunning. This isn’t just a 
lineup that’s really struggling to find their way, buried in poor shooting 
luck or void of any goaltending. The parts are bad. The sum of the parts 
is worse. If you hadn’t watched a single Canadiens game, you would 
assume this team was tanking. 

But that can’t be true either. We have seen teams tank regular seasons 
in the hopes of chasing a lottery pick. The 2014-15 Buffalo Sabres did it 
in preparation for the Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel lottery race. The 
2021-22 Arizona Coyotes lineup is another example; the motivation is 
less clear, but when virtually your entire lineup will contractually expire at 
season’s end, the path to competitive hockey doesn’t exist.    

What do these teams have in common? They were better hockey teams. 
In fact, the Canadiens have a shot at finishing this year with the worst 
regular-season performance in the modern era of statistics (2007-22), a 
stunning indictment of how far this franchise has fallen. 

By cumulative season goal differential, compare the Canadiens against 
the most futile teams (2007-22) and this year’s punting Coyotes: 

Plainly put, the Canadiens are tracking on parallel path with a team that 
was actively trying to lose, and a 2019-20 Red Wings team The Hockey 
News referred to as the worst NHL club of the last two decades. 

So, where is it breaking down for Montreal? Let’s compare them year-
over-year to the Canadiens of last season – a very similar team, it should 
be noted – that played average hockey in the regular season before 
getting white-hot in the playoffs. 

It would be easy to look at this season and say the Canadiens are terrible 
in every facet of the game. But I’m intrigued by one of the key shifts we 
have seen with this team year-over-year, and that’s their ability to dictate 
the run of play. 

Heading into the 2020-21 playoffs, there were concerns about how 
Montreal would fare against better competition. But one critical point in 
their favour was they played with the puck a lot of time. That not only 
means applying sustained offensive-zone pressure, it means not 
defending the run of play against quality attackers. 

The Canadiens were also void of shooting talent last season, but they 
played most of their even-strength shifts in the offensive or neutral zones, 
where the risk/reward ratio is favourable. Canadiens fans have 
understandably been clamouring for more finishing skill in the lineup, but 
one way to combat that deficiency is through pure volume. And for a 
time, Montreal was doing it. 

That has completely disappeared this season, and the goals have 
unsurprisingly followed. If you look at a year-over-year shot profile for the 
Canadiens (I’ll use 5-on-5 as an example, via HockeyViz), you can see 
just how aggressively the shots dried up: 

Last year’s team did not have a potent offence. Their inability to convert 
shots into goals at a rate the league might expect did hold them back, but 
that glosses over just how much time of possession Montreal had, and 
more importantly, how little their opponents did. There are many ways to 
score goals (or deter goals against), and doing it through pace and shot 
volume is usually a profitable path. 

The difference between these Canadiens and some of these other 
laggards of the past 15 years, generally, is that those teams under-
invested in their roster to chase the future. Montreal’s current and 
forward-looking cap expenditures are heavy. 

Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes have a whale of a job ahead of them. 
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USA TODAY / NHL's winners, losers at All-Star break: Alex Ovechkin, 
Nazem Kadri thriving; Flyers floundering 

 

Mike Brehm 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has played a prominent role for the third NHL 
season in a row. 

This time, the omicron variant surged through rosters, postponing games 
and leading the league to pull out of the Winter Olympics and adjust its 
protocols. Home games in Canada were pushed back to a later date in 
hopes that more fans would be permitted to attend. 

Not going to Beijing has allowed the league to reschedule games during 
the previous Olympic break. Plus, the shift to a five-day quarantine for a 
positive test, the reintroduction of taxi squads and the decision to test 
only symptomatic players after the All-Star break could help the league 
restore a sense of normalcy in the schedule. Even with all the 
disruptions, the season is still scheduled to end on April 29. 

Here are the season's winners and losers at the All-Star break: 

WINNERS 

Nazem Kadri, Colorado Avalanche 

After another costly playoff suspension, Kadri was in need of a strong 
regular season. The second-line center has come through, staying 
consistently among the league's top scorers and keeping the Avalanche 
in playoff contention amid a string of injuries. Fans appreciated his efforts 
and voted him into the All-Star Game. He's in the final year of his 
contract, and barring another playoff suspension, he should be in for a 
good payday. 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals 

He has moved past two Hall of Famers this season for fourth on the all-
time goals list. And though he passed Dave Andreychuk's NHL record for 
power-play goals, only seven of his 29 goals have been scored with the 
man advantage. He's a more complete player, setting up goals as well as 
he scores them to be among the league's leading point producers, and is 
in the mix for his first Hart Trophy since 2013. 

Nadia Popovici 

The soon-to-be medical student had the biggest save of the season. She 
was in the stands at Seattle's Climate Pledge Arena for the Kraken's Oct. 
23 home opener when she noticed a suspicious mole on the back of the 
neck of Vancouver Canucks assistant equipment manager Brian "Red" 
Hamilton and let him know through the glass. He followed up and had the 
malignant melanoma removed. "She extended my life," he said. His 
efforts to find her identity so he could thank her the next time his team 
was in Seattle became a feel-good story soon after the league pulled out 
of the Olympics. They had a reunion and the Kraken and Canucks gave 
her a combined $10,000 toward her medical school expenses. 

Pittsburgh Penguins coach Mike Sullivan 

Sidney Crosby missed 12 games. Evgeni Malkin missed 34. Bryan Rust 
has been out twice. Players missed time in COVID-19 protocol, as did 
Sullivan. But the Penguins remained in playoff contention as Sullivan 
pieced together line combinations, and now they're taking off as the team 
gets healthier. It's a shame we won't get a chance to see how Sullivan 
would have fared with Team USA at the Olympics. 

Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky 

This was supposed to be the season that Spencer Knight would begin to 
grab the goaltending reins in Florida. But that hasn't happened because 
Bobrovsky is surging after two sub-par seasons with the Panthers. The 
two-time Vezina Trophy winner is third in the league in goals saved 
above expected, according to moneypuck.com, and is a big reason why 
the Panthers lead the Atlantic Division.    

Vancouver Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau 

He was a good analyst with the NHL Network, but his real strength is 
behind the bench. He returned there on Dec. 7, when the Canucks fired 
coach Travis Green and Boudreau joined his fourth NHL team. The team 
won his first six games and got points in the first eight. Though the 
Canucks have been up and down a little recently, Boudreau has more 

than doubled the team's point total and passed 1,000 career games 
coaching. 

LOSERS 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Defenseman Keith Yandle's breaking the NHL ironman record is a 
fantastic accomplishment, but it has been one of the few highlights this 
season. The Flyers had an eight-game winless streak that led to the firing 
of coach Alain Vigneault. That turned into 10 losses, and they topped that 
with a team-record 13-game winless streak. This team could look 
different soon. General manager Chuck Fletcher said "everything is on 
table" as he tries to retool the team. Pending unrestricted free agent, All-
Star representative and captain Claude Giroux would bring the biggest 
return in a trade, but he would have to waive his no-movement clause. 

Seattle Kraken 

The preseason read on the expansion Kraken was strong goaltending, 
solid defense and question marks on offense. Their scoring has been 
OK, but the goaltending has struggled with Vezina Trophy finalist Philipp 
Grubauer ranking last among No. 1 netminders in save percentage. The 
Kraken are near the bottom of the league, restoring lowered expectations 
for expansion teams after the Vegas Golden Knights' stunning first-year 
success. 

New York Islanders 

They had to play their first 13 games on the road because UBS Arena 
wasn't ready to open. Then they couldn't take advantage of the home ice 
because a COVID-19 outbreak left them short-handed. Even though they 
are playing better and have games in hand, the Islanders have a lot of 
ground to make up to reach the playoffs after back-to-back seasons of 
reaching the third round. 

Arizona Coyotes 

The rebuilding Coyotes are last in the Central Division and are hunting 
for a home next season after the City of Glendale said it wouldn't renew 
the lease. The city also threatened to lock them out this season over 
delinquent taxes, but the team made good on the $1.3 million owed. 

Montreal Canadiens 

The 2021 Stanley Cup finalists are last in the Atlantic Division. They are 
missing captain Shea Weber, plus goalie Carey Price, who took them on 
a surprising run through the playoffs. He says he's still hoping to return 
this season. Sam Montembeault and Cayden Primeau are now handling 
the goaltending with Jake Allen out with an injury. They both spent all of 
last season in the American Hockey League. Marc Bergevin, a general 
manager of the year finalist, is out of a job and newly hired executive vice 
president Jeff Gorton and general manager Kent Hughes will try to 
restore the franchise. 

Sabres goaltending luck 

They have had to use six goaltenders this season, tied with the New 
Jersey Devils for most in the league. Craig Anderson, who had a strong 
start, went out with an injury on Nov. 2 and Dustin Tokarski entered 
extended COVID-19 protocol late that month. Malcolm Subban was hurt 
in his first game after being acquired from the Chicago Blackhawks. Then 
he and Ukko-Pekka Lukkonen suffered long-term injuries in a Jan. 11 
game. Aaron Dell was suspended for three games for interference, and 
Michael Houser entered COVID-19 protocol. But maybe the luck is 
changing. Anderson and Tokarski were able to return to action on Jan. 
29 to prevent the Sabres from having to use a seventh goalie. 
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