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Hurricanes All-Stars help lead NHL Metro Division to an All-Star Game Championship 

By Justin Pelletier 

Frederik Andersen played an important role for the 
Metropolitan Division All-Stars on Saturday, leading off each 
of the team’s two games in the NHL All-Star 3-on-3 
tournament and allowing the fewest goals per period of any 
of the goalies in the tourney. 

That he helped his team win $1 million is a nice bonus. 

Led by Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, the 
Metro Division All-Stars rode solid goaltending from 
Andersen and Pittsburgh’s Tristan Jarry and timely scoring 
from a number of players — the Canes’ Sebastian Aho had a 
goal and an assist — to a two-game sweep of the Pacific and 
Central teams and a 2022 All-Star Game championship. 

Aho’s goal came in the Metro’s first game, against the 
Pacific, and his assist game in the title game against the 
Central on a nice finish by New Jersey’s Jack Hughes. 

Andersen also had an assist for the Metro team on a long 
outlet to Evgeny Kuznetsov — fitting since Andersen leads 
the NHL in assists by a goaltender with four. 

Metro’s Early Lead 

Kuznetsov scored quickly for the Metro Division, just 27 
seconds into the game, to give his team a lead. Andersen 
had the assist after a long breakout feed. 

Clayton Keller of the Coyotes answered, beating Andersen 
5-hole, to even the score, but Claude Giroux put the Metro 
back in front when his shot deflected past Minnesota keeper 
Cam Talbot at 3:33 of the first half. The league’s leading 
scorer, Chris Kreider of the Rangers, got into the scoring act 
on a nice feed from New Jersey’s Jack Hughes to extend the 
lead to 3-1. 

Hughes got one of his own at 7:55 of the first half to answer 
a Nazem Kadri strike and reestablish a two-goal lead. Aho 
earned his first point of the final and second of the night with 
a helper on Hughes’ goal. 

Andersen exited after the first half having allowed just the 
two goals against in his 10 minutes of play in the 
championship game. His three total goals allowed gave him 
the best GAA among the goalies in the tournament Saturday. 

Joe Pavelski of the Dallas Stars pulled his side within one 
early in the second half, but Giroux answered again to 
reestablish the two-goal lead. 

Aho, Andersen Help Metro Win Semifinal 

Aho and Andersen did their part early in the NHL All-Star 
festivities Saturday to help the Metro win its first game of the 
day and advance to the final game. 

Aho had a goal and Andersen stopped a handful of tough 
shots, including breakaways by Connor McDavid and Mark 
Stone as the Metro topped defending champions Pacific 
Division 6-4. 

Hughes scored a pair of goals in the second half and Jake 
Guentzel of Pittsburgh added another to snap a 3-3 tie to 
lead the Metro. 

Andersen earned the starting nod and fared will in his 10 
minutes of work. He allowed just one goal in the first half of 
the game — a wicked wrister from San Jose’s Timo Meier — 
and otherwise stood strong against the Pacific Division 
group. His biggest save came on a breakaway by 
Edmonton’s McDavid, who broke free with his speed just 
about halfway through the opening half, and he added 
another against hometown favorite Stone of Vegas not too 
long afterward. Stone also finished with a pair of goals. 

On the other end, Aho also earned a starting spot thanks to 
his familiarity with his team’s head coach, Brind’Amour. After 
noted pest Tom Wilson of the Washington Capitals, who was 
booed by the local Vegas fans all weekend, opened the 
scoring just 14 seconds in. 

Giroux made it 2-1 for the Metro a bit later, and then 12 
seconds after that, Aho deked left, moved right and tucked 
the puck 5-hole on Pacific Division starter John Gibson of 
Anaheim. 

The first half of the first game ended with Brind’Amour’s team 
on top, 3-1. 

In the second half, with the goalies swapped out (Tristan 
Jarry of Pittsburgh replaced Andersen, and Thatcher Demko 
of Vancouver replaced Gibson), the Pacific came back to 
even the score, getting two early goals from Jonathan 
Marchessault (Vegas) and Jordan Eberle (Seattle) to tighten 
things up. 

The ‘Other’ Semifinal 

The battle for which team got to face the Metro Division in 
the final was hotly contested, and much higher scoring. 
Team Central outlasted Team Atlantic, 8-5, with emerging St. 
Louis star Jordan Kyrou — Friday night’s winner of the 
fastest skater competition — netting two goals and adding 
two assists for the Central. 

Alex DeBrincat of Chicago added a pair of goals and Kadri 
and Roman Josi had a pair of points each. 

The monetary stakes for the final are $1 million. In the 
bragging rights realm, the Central is trying to win its first All-
Star game under this format.
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Brind'Amour's Metropolitan Division Wins 2022 All-Star Game 

Aho records two points, Andersen makes 13 stops en route 
to victory 

By Walt Ruff 

LAS VEGAS, NV. - Rod Brind'Amour, Sebastian Aho and 
Frederik Andersen earned another victory Saturday, as their 
Metropolitan Division team was crowned champions of the 
2022 NHL All-Star Game. 

"The Metro" earned the title after topping the Central 
Division, 5-3, in the championship of a three-game, single-
elimination, three-on-three tournament. All games consisted 
of two 10-minute periods. 

Brind'Amour's crew reached the All-Star Final after taking 
down the Pacific Division 6-4 to start the afternoon. 

Sebastian Aho recorded a goal in the first contest of the 
afternoon, then assisted on Jack Hughes' game-winning goal 
en route to their second victory over the day. 

Frederik Andersen, who played the first half in both games 
for the club, finished the day with 13 stops on 16 shots faced. 
His toughest test of the afternoon came moments after Aho's 
goal, where he was forced to turn away a racing Connor 
McDavid one-on-one. 

The Canes netminder also recorded an assist on the first 
goal in the championship game, which shouldn't come as a 
surprise to fans of Carolina, given that his four assists 
already this season lead all NHL goalies. 

The Metropolitan Division All-Stars split a one million dollar 
prize for winning the mid-season event. 

Carolina's second half of play begins Monday when they 
take on the Toronto Maple Leafs for their first of four road 
games in the upcoming week.
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Metropolitan defeats Central to win 2022 NHL All-Star Game 

Giroux scores twice, earns MVP 

By Dan Rosen 

LAS VEGAS -- Claude Giroux capped a special weekend 
with his wife and son by scoring two goals in the final to help 
the Metropolitan Division win the 2022 Honda NHL All-Star 
Game, 5-3 against the Central Division at T-Mobile Arena on 
Saturday. 

Giroux, the Philadelphia Flyers captain, was named Most 
Valuable Player. 

"We had a blast today, everybody was having a good time," 
the forward said. "Guys were yelling to play defense and win 
battles and block shots. We just had fun." 

It's the third time the Metropolitan has won the All-Star Game 
since the 3-on-3 format was established in 2016. It also won 
in 2017 and 2019. 

The Metropolitan defeated the Pacific Division 6-4 in the first 
semifinal to reach the final. The Central defeated the Atlantic 
8-5 in the second semifinal. 

The Metropolitan Division players split a $1 million prize. 

"It was a ton of fun," Metropolitan forward Chris Kreider said. 
"With the last couple of years because of the COVID stuff, 
normally you're able to see guys potentially on the road that 
you might have played with or known and haven't really been 
able to do that. So to have this in the middle of the season to 
catch up with some guys it's a breath of fresh air." 

Giroux, the Metropolitan Division captain, scored his second 
of the game and third goal of the day from the slot at 2:42 to 
give it a 5-3 lead. He also had a goal and an assist in the 
semifinal against the Pacific. 

Jack Hughes had a goal and an assist in the final after 
scoring two goals in the semifinal. Evgeny Kuznetsov and 
Kreider also scored for the Metropolitan. 

"I had a great time and my family enjoyed it," Hughes said. 
"A lot of friends and family were texting me and just telling 
me how excited they were that I was here. At the end of the 
day, it was nice that I scored, but just a special weekend." 

Clayton Keller, Joe Pavelski and Nazem Kadri scored for the 
Central, which has never won the All-Star Game in the 3-on-
3 format. 

"I felt like I enjoyed it more this time," said Keller, the Arizona 
Coyotes forward who also played in the 2019 All-Star Game 

in San Jose. "It was super fun and great to be here for the 
second time." 

Keller was one of several players who said the competitive 
level rose significantly in the final, especially in the second 
period, from what it was in the first two games. 

"Guys just wanted to win," Giroux said. "Kuznetsov was like, 
'I'm going to be the hardest working guy out there.' I've never 
seen him work so hard for face-offs before, even when I play 
against him in the regular season. We were having fun with it 
by just working hard." 

Kreider said there were board battles and some physicality in 
the second game. 

Alex DeBrincat mentioned how the Metropolitan players 
packed it in defensively in the second period. 

"They were shutting it down pretty good," the Chicago 
Blackhawks forward said. "They had guys back all the time. 
Our first game was all breakaway, breakaway. We ran into 
some trouble there." 

Kuznetsov put the Metropolitan ahead 1-0 with a far-side 
wrist shot from the right circle 27 seconds into the first 
period. 

He also set up teammate Tom Wilson for a goal 13 seconds 
into the first period of the semifinal. 

"He came out and said they were going to score the first shift 
and did," Metropolitan coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He said 
he was going to do it again the next game, and he did. That's 
pretty impressive to call your own shot. He worked hard. He 
was chirping on the guys in a light way. We had a good mix." 

Keller tied it 1-1 from below the left circle at 1:38, but Giroux 
gave the Metropolitan the lead back, 2-1, with a one-timer 
went in off Cale Makar at 3:33. 

The lead extended to 3-1 on Kreider's redirection goal off a 
pass from Hughes at 4:50. 

"I was giving him a hard time because I was screening a 
couple times and he wouldn't shoot the puck," Kreider said of 
Hughes. "He's a great kid. So skilled, unbelievable skater 
and he has a ton of energy. He's a lot of fun to be around. 
Great catching up with him. That's a big part of what this 
event is about." 

The Central got it to within one again when Kadri scored 
from between the circles to make it 3-2 at 5:27. But Hughes 
scored on a breakaway at 7:55 to give the Metropolitan a 4-2 
lead. 
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Pavelski scored 1:19 into the second period, cutting the 
Metropolitan lead to 4-3. Giroux scored 1:23 later to make it 
5-3. 

DeBrincat thought he cut the lead to one goal at 8:15, but 
video review determined the Central was offside. 

"I kind of knew I was offside," DeBrincat said. "I was hoping 
they didn't review it." 

Brind'Amour said the review came from NHL Hockey 
Operations. There were no coach's challenges. 

"It was a great weekend," Giroux said.

 

 

 

NHL Midseason Awards: Patrice Bergeron leads PHT Selke Trophy voting 

By Sean Leahy  

We’ve touched on the Hart, Calder, Jack Adams, Vezina, 
and Norris Trophies. Now it’s time for the final one, and one 
that is always debated and leads to various opinions about 
who should win and who should end up as finalists. 

The Selke Trophy is given to “to the forward who best excels 
in the defensive aspects of the game.” It is voted on annually 
by the Professional Hockey Writers Association. 

TOTAL BALLOTS (Points allocation: 10-7-5 for 1st-2nd-3rd) 

1. Patrice Bergeron, Bruins – 42 (30-7-5) 
2. Aleksander Barkov, Panthers – 17 (10-7-0) 
3. Anthony Cirelli, Lightning – 14 (0-14-0) 
——————————————– 
Elias Lindholm, Flames – 10 (10-0-0) 
Roope Hintz, Stars – 10 (0-10-0) 
Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs – 7 (0-7-0) 
Ryan O'Reilly, Blues – 5 (0-0-5) 
Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes – 5 (0-0-5) 

Adam Gretz, NHL writer 

1. Patrice Bergeron, Bruins 

2. Anthony Cirelli, Lightning 

3. Roope Hintz, Stars 

This is one of those awards where player reputation seems 
to play a big role, but it is not just about reputation with 
Patrice Bergeron. He really is still the best in the game as far 
as defensive forwards go, and it is across the 
board.  Statistically speaking, he is still elite at helping to 
suppress shots, expected goals, scoring chances, high-
danger scoring chances, and goals, and he plays in every 
situation against the other team’s best players. Just an 
outrageously great player. Cirelli and Hintz are right there 
with him this season statistically, but Bergeron still gets the 
edge with his numbers. 

Jake Abrahams, Managing Editor, NHL content 

1. Patrice Bergeron, Bruins 
2. Aleksander Barkov, Panthers 
3. Sebastian Aho, Hurricanes 

It’s hard not to look in Bergeron’s direction this season. He’s 
winning a ridiculous 63% of his draws (the best rate of his 
career) and is producing at his usual close-to-a-point-per-
game rate. It’s been another strong season for Barkov, the 
reigning winner, and don’t sleep on Aho who does it all for 
Carolina as their leading scorer, a 54% faceoff guy, and a 
force on the league’s best PK unit (Aho averages more than 
two minutes of PK ice time per game). 

James O’Brien, NHL writer 

1. Patrice Bergeron, Bruins 

2. Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs 

3. Roope Hintz, Stars 

Channeling that “are we sure it’s 2022?” Ovechkin vibe, 
Bergeron’s been astounding this season, across the board. 
People think “Maple Leafs” and assume the wrong things 
about Matthews, whose all-around play is grossly 
underestimated. Hintz wins a photo finish with linemate 
Pavelski as part of a Stars line that dominates opponents to 
a resounding degree. 

Michael Finewax, NBC Sports Edge Senior Hockey 
Writer/Editor 

1. Aleksander Barkov, Panthers 
2. Patrice Bergeron, Bruins 
3. Ryan O’Reilly, Blues 

Barkov is the best two-way forward in the NHL and he goes 
back-to-back this season after winning it in 2020-21. 
Bergeron always gets consideration and O’Reilly like the 
others, can shut down anyone. 
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Sean Leahy, NHL writer 

1. Elias Lindholm, Flames 
2. Anthony Cirelli, Lightning 
3. Patrice Bergeron, Bruins 

Lindholm is a center, which means he already has an 
advantage over teammate Matthew Tkachuk in this category 

as that’s where the voters’ bias typically lie. But he’s also 
deserving with over two minutes of penalty kill time; a .945 
on-ice save percentage; plus he’s has the seventh fewest 5-
on-5 scoring chances allowed and is tied for second in 
fewest 5-on-5 goals allowed when he’s on the ice, per 
Natural Stat Trick.

 

 

 

 

Aho, Andersen contribute to Metro’s ASG win 

The Rod Brind’Amour led Metropolitan Division won the All-
Star Game, beating the Central Division 5-3 in the final. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Metropolitan Division took home the 2022 All-Star Game 
title Saturday afternoon in Las Vegas, as the Rod 
Brind’Amour coached group beat the Central 5-3 in the final 
after beating the Pacific 6-4 in the semis.  

In game one, Sebastian Aho scored one of the Metro’s three 
first-period goals, working a nice move to go five-hole on 
John Gibson.  

In net for the Metro in the first period of that first game was 
Frederik Andersen, who had a phenomenal outing by All-Star 
Game standards. He made six saves on seven shots faced, 
giving up just one goal to Timo Meier.  

In the final, both Aho and Andersen recorded an assist, with 
Andersen feeding Evgeny Kuznetsov for the opener and Aho 
setting up Jack Hughes. In net, Andersen made seven saves 
on nine shots faced. 
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Wolves’ rally nearly succeeds  

Chicago battles to chop a 5-1 deficit to 6-5 in Milwaukee  

Trailing by four after 20 minutes, the Chicago Wolves nearly 
came all the way back before the Milwaukee Admirals 
claimed a 7-5 victory Saturday night at Panther Arena. 

Forwards David Gust, Ryan Suzuki and CJ Smith and 
defensemen Jesper Sellgren and Jalen Chatfield scored for 
the Wolves (26-8-4-2), who lost to Milwaukee for the first 
time in eight meetings this season but maintained a 9-point 
lead in the Central Division. 

Milwaukee (21-19-2-2) opened the scoring at 3:31 of the first. 
Matt Luff fired a shot from the right faceoff circle that starting 
goaltender Jack LaFontaine rejected, but the rebound slid 
into the slot and defenseman Marc Del Gaizo knocked it 
home. 

The Admirals pushed their lead to 2-0 on Rocco Grimaldi’s 
goal at 4:40 while they had an extra skater on the ice due to 
a delayed penalty. Grimaldi’s blast from the high slot whistled 
through heavy traffic that blocked LaFontaine’s vision. 

The Wolves responded with Gust’s power-play goal at 7:01. 
Chicago moved the puck quickly around the perimeter to 
Smith below the right circle. He fed Gust in the bumper spot 
for a one-timer that hit his left skate and looped over 
goaltender Connor Ingram’s shoulder to cut the deficit to 2-1. 

Milwaukee answered at 10:24 with defenseman Josh 
Healey’s first goal of the season and 14:42 with Graham 
Knott’s seventh, which inspired Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky to insert Alex Lyon for LaFontaine. Milwaukee 
made it 5-1 with 2:23 left in the first as a 2-on-1 rush ended 
with a Cole Smith goal. 

Smith, like Del Gaizo and Healey, played last season in 
Chicago when the Wolves stepped forward to serve as the 
NHL partner for the Nashville Predators (Milwaukee’s usual 
affiliate) when the Admirals could not field a team. 

The Wolves launched their comeback 1:12 into the second 
when Jamieson Rees collected the puck behind the net and 
fed Suzuki coming down the slot for his second of the year to 
cut the margin to 5-2. 

Chicago earned a crucial goal with :00.2 left in the second 
period. Max Lajoie wristed a shot from the left half-wall that 
Ingram rejected directly to Smith in the slot for a rebound 
goal that beat the horn to make it 5-3. 

Luff blunted the Wolves’ momentum with a goal 40 seconds 
into the third as Milwaukee capitalized on a turnover in the 
Wolves zone. 

Chicago chopped the deficit to 2 again on Sellgren’s second 
of the year. Chatfield flicked a shot from the right half-wall 
that pinged off Andrew Poturalski stationed in front of Ingram 
and it caromed directly to Sellgren in the left circle to make it 
6-4 at 6:06. 

The Wolves pulled within 1 with 5:05 remaining as Sellgren 
launched a long backhand stretch pass to create a 2-on-1 for 
Stefan Noesen and Chatfield. Noesen set up Chatfield’s 
forehand perfectly and he punched it home for a 
shorthanded goal to slash Milwaukee’s lead to 6-5. 

The Wolves pulled Lyon in favor of an extra attacker with 
1:59 to go, but several shot attempts got bottled up in traffic 
before Milwaukee’s Del Gaizo flung home an empty-net goal 
from deep in the defensive zone with one second remaining. 

LaFontaine stopped 7 of 11 shots while Lyon (12-4-2) 
rejected 11 of 13 to take the loss. Ingram (18-11-3) posted 
28 saves in the win. 

Chicago continues its four-game road trip at 6 p.m. Tuesday 
against the Cleveland Monsters. The Wolves return to 
Allstate Arena on Saturday, Feb. 12, to play Rockford on 
Star Wars Night. To get the best tickets, which includes the 
special Star Wars laser sword package, click here or email a 
Wolves representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258091633.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/brindamours-metropolitan-division-wins-2022-all-star-game/c-330543182 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-all-star-game-final-recap-metropolitan-division/c-330531350 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/02/06/nhl-midseason-awards-patrice-bergeron-leads-pht-selke-trophy-voting/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/5/22919750/aho-andersen-contribute-to-metros-asg-win 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/05/wolves-rally-nearly-succeeds/ 
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Hurricanes All-Stars help lead NHL Metro Division to an All-Star Game 
championship 

 

Justin Pelletier 

5-6 minutes 2/5/2022 

 

Frederik Andersen played an important role for the Metropolitan Division 
All-Stars on Saturday, leading off each of the team’s two games in the 
NHL All-Star 3-on-3 tournament and allowing the fewest goals per period 
of any of the goalies in the tourney. 

That he helped his team win $1 million is a nice bonus. 

Led by Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, the Metro Division 
All-Stars rode solid goaltending from Andersen and Pittsburgh’s Tristan 
Jarry and timely scoring from a number of players — the Canes’ 
Sebastian Aho had a goal and an assist — to a two-game sweep of the 
Pacific and Central teams and a 2022 All-Star Game championship. 

Aho’s goal came in the Metro’s first game, against the Pacific, and his 
assist game in the title game against the Central on a nice finish by New 
Jersey’s Jack Hughes. 

Andersen also had an assist for the Metro team on a long outlet to 
Evgeny Kuznetsov — fitting since Andersen leads the NHL in assists by 
a goaltender with four. 

Metro’s early lead 

Kuznetsov scored quickly for the Metro Division, just 27 seconds into the 
game, to give his team a lead. Andersen had the assist after a long 
breakout feed. 

Clayton Keller of the Coyotes answered, beating Andersen 5-hole, to 
even the score, but Claude Giroux put the Metro back in front when his 
shot deflected past Minnesota keeper Cam Talbot at 3:33 of the first half. 
The league’s leading scorer, Chris Kreider of the Rangers, got into the 
scoring act on a nice feed from New Jersey’s Jack Hughes to extend the 
lead to 3-1. 

Hughes got one of his own at 7:55 of the first half to answer a Nazem 
Kadri strike and reestablish a two-goal lead. Aho earned his first point of 
the final and second of the night with a helper on Hughes’ goal. 

Andersen exited after the first half having allowed just the two goals 
against in his 10 minutes of play in the championship game. His three 
total goals allowed gave him the best GAA among the goalies in the 
tournament Saturday. 

Joe Pavelski of the Dallas Stars pulled his side within one early in the 
second half, but Giroux answered again to reestablish the two-goal lead. 

Aho, Andersen help Metro win semifinal 

Aho and Andersen did their part early in the NHL All-Star festivities 
Saturday to help the Metro win its first game of the day and advance to 
the final game. 

Aho had a goal and Andersen stopped a handful of tough shots, 
including breakaways by Connor McDavid and Mark Stone as the Metro 
topped defending champions Pacific Division 6-4. 

Hughes scored a pair of goals in the second half and Jake Guentzel of 
Pittsburgh added another to snap a 3-3 tie to lead the Metro. 

Andersen earned the starting nod and fared will in his 10 minutes of 
work. He allowed just one goal in the first half of the game — a wicked 
wrister from San Jose’s Timo Meier — and otherwise stood strong 
against the Pacific Division group. His biggest save came on a 
breakaway by Edmonton’s McDavid, who broke free with his speed just 
about halfway through the opening half, and he added another against 
hometown favorite Stone of Vegas not too long afterward. Stone also 
finished with a pair of goals. 

On the other end, Aho also earned a starting spot thanks to his familiarity 
with his team’s head coach, Brind’Amour. After noted pest Tom Wilson of 
the Washington Capitals, who was booed by the local Vegas fans all 
weekend, opened the scoring just 14 seconds in. 

Giroux made it 2-1 for the Metro a bit later, and then 12 seconds after 
that, Aho deked left, moved right and tucked the puck 5-hole on Pacific 
Division starter John Gibson of Anaheim. 

The first half of the first game ended with Brind’Amour’s team on top, 3-1. 

In the second half, with the goalies swapped out (Tristan Jarry of 
Pittsburgh replaced Andersen, and Thatcher Demko of Vancouver 
replaced Gibson), the Pacific came back to even the score, getting two 
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early goals from Jonathan Marchessault (Vegas) and Jordan Eberle 
(Seattle) to tighten things up. 

The ‘other’ semifinal 

The battle for which team got to face the Metro Division in the final was 
hotly contested, and much higher scoring. Team Central outlasted Team 
Atlantic, 8-5, with emerging St. Louis star Jordan Kyrou — Friday night’s 
winner of the fastest skater competition — netting two goals and adding 
two assists for the Central. 

Alex DeBrincat of Chicago added a pair of goals and Kadri and Roman 
Josi had a pair of points each. 

The monetary stakes for the final are $1 million. In the bragging rights 
realm, the Central is trying to win its first All-Star game under this format. 
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LeBrun: Don Waddell and the Hurricanes might be quiet at the trade 
deadline, but it's about 'winning the Cup' this year 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

8-10 minutes 2/5/2022 

 

Could the Carolina Hurricanes use one final roster addition in what’s 
been a successful season so far? 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ trade deadline plan will take shape Feb. 18-19 
when their pro scouting meetings take place a month before the big day. 

Mind you, the ‘Canes front office has virtually met with their pro scouts at 
least once a month since the season began, so it’s not like they don’t 
have a working book on the rest of the league. 

“We do calls once every three weeks just with updates, we go through all 
the depth charts of teams, who’s trending up, who’s trending down, so 
that when you get to the pro meetings things are more organized for us 
because we haven’t gone more than a month without talking to the 
group,’’ Carolina GM Don Waddell told The Athletic on Friday. 

Still, those meetings will go a long way in firming up the March 21 trade 
deadline game plan. 

While there’s always the urge to make your move sooner rather than 
later, to allow the acquired player as much time as possible to adjust to 
his new surroundings, this is the type of season with COVID protocols 
and potential injuries from a crazy, compact schedule where waiting as 
long as possible might be the play just to make sure any last-minute 
needs can be addressed. 

“For us, the longer we can wait, the salary cap is something you got to 
figure out because we’re a cap team into LTI, so if you’re going to make 
a move, the longer you can wait you might be able to make a better 
move,’’ Waddell said. 

As always, the longer the season goes, the more manageable the cap 
becomes. 

But the fact of the matter is, the ‘Hurricanes hit the All-Star break leading 
the Eastern Conference with a .762 points percentage and on pace for a 
franchise-record 124 points in the standings. 

There is no fire to put right now. No great need to make a trade at the 
moment. This is why patience will likely be Waddell’s best friend so that if 
injuries or an unexpected slump change the script, he can react then. 

“There’s not a big urgency to go out to make a deal just to make a deal at 
this point,’’ Waddell said. 

There’s also no urgency, Waddell stressed, on needing to react to what 
division or conference rivals do at the deadline. The ‘Canes will make 
moves based on their own needs at that time. Not to keep up with the 
Jones’. 

“Yeah I’ve never really felt that way; just because one other team makes 
a move, do you have to counter that? Sure you watch what’s going on 
around the league but it has to make sense for your own team and 
knowing the chemistry of your team and what’s going on,’’ said the 
‘Canes GM. 

Especially for a major move, is the price worth it? Does it move the 
needle for what Carolina hopes is a deep playoff run? 

“What you have to remember about going into the trade deadline: only 
one team is going to win the Cup,’’ Waddell said. “There’s a price to be 
paid. You got to measure that against whether this gives you a better 
chance of going all the way. 

“If you look at our trade deadlines before, we gave up a first-round pick 
for Brady Skjei but he had four years left on his deal,’’ Waddell said. “I’m 
not saying we wouldn’t do a rental player (pending UFA), but for us this 
year we’ve already given up our first-round pick in the Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
deal, so you know, we think we got a big pool of prospects and a lot of 
picks the last couple of years.’’ 

So, there’s a bit of a tell there. The ‘Canes were recently slotted No. 9 in 
the NHL in Scott Wheeler’s prospect pool rankings. So, they’ve got some 
carrots there in potential trades. 

But again, where’s the glaring need on a team with a .762 points 
percentage? 

It’s not glaring, and Waddell wasn’t ready to let me inside his preliminary 
deadline plans, but my sense is Carolina at this point has identified 
adding a blueliner as priority No. 1. Hardly rocket science, but teams who 
plan to have a deep playoff run can’t have enough depth on the blue line. 
That’s where the ‘Canes plan to add at least based on current 
knowledge. Now, whether that’s a 4/5 guy or more for a 6/7 guy, that 
remains to be seen. 

I asked a rival Eastern Conference front office executive to give his 
overall take on the ‘Canes with the deadline in mind: 

“Carolina is a very well-built, structured team,” began the team exec via 
text message. “Great leadership and structure from GM to Coach to ‘C’ 
Staal and leadership group to the team. Very strong up the middle — 
great group and depth at the center position. They don’t have much cap 
space so would need to be money-in/money-out type deals (if any). 

“Goaltending could be considered needing some support but I would say 
that they need some help on defense — LD could use additional depth — 
support. 

“First-round matchups are always a key to both success and failure so 
will be interesting and fun to watch — a lot of very good teams to get 
through, needless to say, the two-time defending Cup champions.’’ 

I certainly disagree with the exec’s comment on the goaltending, I think 
the offseason signings of Freddie Andersen and Antti Raanta have really 
solidified the netminding. But yes as I said myself above, I agree with his 
assertion with perhaps needing to add a D. 

As the exec said, there will no easy outs in the East. If the playoffs 
started today, based on points percentage, the ‘Canes would draw 
Washington. 

There is no easy path. But this is as good and deep a Carolina team as 
we’ve seen. 

In the meantime, Waddell has a couple of contract situations to attend to 
and he confirmed he’s begun that process with Kotkaniemi, whose 
inflated offer sheet salary of $6.1 million will obviously see market 
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correction in his next deal. There’s some obvious intrigue in that next 
contract as it will help give a fuller picture of Carolina’s decision to go 
after the Canadiens with an offer sheet last offseason. 

“We’ve had talks, I’m not going to deny that, we’ve exchanged ideas,’’ 
Waddell said of preliminary contract talks with Kotkaniemi’s camp led by 
agent Markus Lehto. “We like the player. Our goal is to get a long-term 
deal with him. We talked last week and will pick it up again after the 
break. 

“We’ll find a solution to make everyone happy.’’ 

There’s also the matter of pending UFA centre Vincent Trocheck. 

“We had talks earlier in the year and both sides decided to table it,’’ 
Waddell said. “At some point here we will engage and see if there’s 
anything new for either side. We like our team. My goal is to try and keep 
our team together as much as possible within the cap. 

“But I can’t say how that’s going to go. At some point, we’ll have to make 
a decision on what we do.’’ 

Regardless, the hope is to have as short an offseason as possible. This 
does really feel like the year the ‘Canes make that step. But the idea is 
that it’s a window with a few seasons attached to it. It isn’t just about 
now. It’s about taking a few shots at it. 

“Other than a few guys, we think we got a lot of players coming into their 
prime or in their prime,’’ Waddell said. “That’s been the strategy as far as 
trying to make the right moves and add the right players to try to at least 
… what Tampa has done is phenomenal, let’s be honest, but you want to 
be competitive for the Cup. 

“This franchise went through a lot of years with no playoffs,’’ added 
Waddell. “I don’t want to talk about playoffs anymore. Now it’s about 
taking that next step and winning the Cup.’’ 
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Nick Robertson scores twice as Toronto Marlies down Rochester 
Americans 5-2 

 

By The Canadian Press 

 

TORONTO - Nick Robertson had a pair of goals Saturday, helping the 
Toronto Marlies to a 5-2 victory over the Rochester Americans in 
American Hockey League play. 

Robertson buried the game winner 16:51 into the second period, then 
added an empty-net strike with 2:18 left on the game clock. 

Alex Biega, Mac Hollowell and Joey Anderson also scored for Toronto 
(21-12-3), and Semyon Der-Arguchintsev recorded three assists. 

Brett Murray and Peter Tischke had goals for Rochester (22-15-3). 

Michael Hutchinson stopped 30-of-32 shots for the Marlies, who won 
their fourth straight game. Mat Robson had 26 saves for the Americans. 

Both sides got a power-play goal, with Rochester going 1 for 3 with the 
man advantage and Toronto going 1 for 4. 

This report by The Canadian Press was first  

Published Feb. 5, 2022. 

Anyone can read Conversations, but to contribute, you should be 
registered Torstar account holder. If you do not yet have a Torstar 
account, you can create one now (it is free) 
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All-star break over, Maple Leafs will get immediate test with visit from 
Hurricanes 

 

Feb 05, 2022, Terry Koshan 

 

Back to the grind. 

It’s one that will be packed with games for the Maple Leafs, starting on 
Monday when the Carolina Hurricanes visit an empty Scotiabank Arena. 

The Leafs will be back at the Ford Performance Centre on Sunday for 
their first practice with the conclusion of the all-star break. 

There won’t be many teaching moments for coach Sheldon Keefe in the 
next three weeks, as the game against Carolina will kick off a span of 11 
games in 22 days for Toronto, making practice time rare. 

The Leafs will take a five-game winning streak into the game Monday, 
while the Hurricanes have won four in a row. The match will mark the first 
between the clubs since Oct. 25, when the ’Canes won 4-1 in Raleigh. 
You will recall what Keefe said after the game that night, referring to the 
home team: “We got a real sense of what a Stanley Cup-contending 
team looks and feels like.” 

The Leafs dropped to 2-4-1 that night; since, they are 27-6-2. 

Carolina, of course, continues to help set the standard in the National 
Hockey League. 

Coming out of the break, only three NHL teams have a better point 
percentage than the Leafs, who sit at .726. One is the Hurricanes, who 
are second at .762, behind Colorado (.773) and ahead of Florida (.734). 

The Leafs are third in the Atlantic Division with 61 points, behind Florida 
and Tampa Bay, but have a better point percentage than the Lightning. 
And the Leafs have five games in hand with the Panthers, and four with 
the Lightning. There’s a great opportunity for the Leafs to move up the 
divisional standings. 

ALL-STAR MEMORIES 

As entertaining as parts of the all-star weekend in Las Vegas were, we 
didn’t think we would witness Jack Campbell setting up a foe who has 
helped bring much pain to Leafs Nation for a goal. 

That’s what happened on Saturday afternoon in what was the only game 
for the Atlantic, when a pass from Campbell off the side boards sent 
Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron in on Central goalie Juuse 
Saros. Bergeron scored, resulting in a primary assist for Campbell. 

In the Atlantic’s 8-5 loss, Campbell, in his first all-star game, played in the 
second period and made six saves on 10 shots. Though four got past 
him, Campbell to no surprise played the game like it was his last. Of his 
difficult saves, Campbell’s best came on Alex DeBrincat of the Chicago 
Blackhawks, when the goalie stretched across the crease to deny 
DeBrincat on a breakaway. 

Leafs star Auston Matthews had a goal and an assist as he captained the 
Atlantic Division. 

The all-star game was Matthews’ fourth of his NHL career. 

For the most part, Matthews’ linemates in the 3-on-3 event were Florida’s 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Tampa Bay’s Victor Hedman. 
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ICE CHIPS 

Once Nazem Kadri returns to the Avalanche after taking part in all-star 
festivities, his next point will be his 61st, which will tie his career high set 
in 2016-17 with the Leafs. The large difference: Kadri did it with Toronto 
in a full 82-game season; in 2021-22, he has played in 41 games with the 
Avalanche. We’re not sure where Kadri, a free agent this summer, is 
going to play next season and beyond, but he’s going to get paid. His 
production and his recent hiring of agent Darren Ferris, who knows how 
to get every last dollar for his clients (Mitch Marner, Taylor Hall, Josh 
Anderson and others) will see to that … Some good news on the farm for 
the Leafs on Saturday came from the stick of prospect Nick Robertson 
during the Toronto Marlies’ game against the visiting Rochester 
Americans. In his second game with the Marlies after returning from a 
broken leg, Robertson scored two goals, his first two of the season. 
Robertson fired a shot from the slot past Rochester goalie Mat Robson 
late in the second period and also scored into an empty net late in third. 
Robertson’s first goal was the winner as the Marlies won 5-2 at the Coca-
Cola Coliseum. Alex Biega, Mac Hollowell and Joey Anderson also 
scored for Toronto and Semyon Der-Arguchintsev had three assists. 
Michael Hutchinson made 30 saves as the Marlies, who don’t play again 
until Feb. 16, won their fourth in a row … Gary Bettman has been NHL 
commissioner since 1993 and still comes across as uncomfortable during 
news conferences. No different on Friday, when Bettman looked like he 
would rather have been anywhere else than answer questions about 
Chicago Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz’s outburst regarding Kyle Beach 
or the ongoing, not-funny joke that is the Arizona Coyotes situation. 
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Blackhawks owner Rocky Wirtz shows he hasn’t learned a thing from 
Kyle Beach episode 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated February 5, 2022, 9:02 a.m. 

 

Among my mother’s favorite old British sayings, delivered in her 
Manchester, United Kingdom, accent, was, “Careful, or that’ll be a pig’s 
foot in the morning.” Which came to mind this past week listening to the 
buffoonery of Blackhawks chairman Rocky Wirtz. 

The Blackhawks boss didn’t even make it to the next sunrise before his 
tone-deaf words and actions Wednesday night at the club’s town 
meeting, intended to be a community healing exercise, turned into a pig’s 
foot the size of the United Center. 

Ah, the arrogance of wealth. 

My mother’s borrowed saying, by the way, warns of the need to address 
problems with alacrity. Beware the steep cost of allowing wounds to 
fester. Skin a knee? Wash it out immediately, put a bandage on it, set the 
stage for proper healing. Otherwise, awake to the oozing wound that 
needn’t have been. 

An angry Wirtz, 69, repeatedly dismissed questions by two reporters 
related to the infamous Kyle Beach sexual assault case that last year left 
the franchise in bits and pieces. Rather than answer the questions 
forthrightly, take the opportunity to win back fan trust, Wirtz admonished 
both reporters, Mark Lazerus (The Athletic) and Phil Thompson (Chicago 
Tribune) for, in his view, dwelling on the past. 

“We’re not going to talk about Kyle Beach,” erupted Wirtz, abruptly 
answering a question that was actually directed toward son Danny Wirtz, 
the club’s CEO. “We’re not going to talk about 2010. We’re moving on.” 

It was almost comical in its absurdity, if the Beach case weren’t so 
disturbingly dark and profoundly sad. The question was not about 2010, 

the year that Beach was the sexual assault victim of then-video coach 
Brad Aldrich. Posed by Lazerus, it quite clearly asked what the 
Blackhawks intended to do in the future in light of the ugly Beach episode 
and the resulting fallout. 

It was about Feb. 2, 2022, and the days, months, and years ahead of the 
Blackhawks, their management, their players, their fans. 

Rocky Wirtz, obviously, is not over the past. Likewise, he proved he is ill-
suited to be a team’s chairman in the multibillion-dollar NHL industry. He 
humiliated himself, his family, and his franchise, and only further raised 
doubt his Blackhawks are capable of cleaning up their toxic work culture. 

Danny Wirtz, recognizing in real time the disaster unfolding literally at his 
feet on the United Center stage, immediately attempted to bail out his old 
man. That, too, was a disaster. 

“I can pick up, too,” piped in Danny, eager to answer Lazerus’s query, 
“what we are doing today, and I think …” 

Nope. Stop right there. Rocky, channeling the coiffed arrogance of his 
late father, “Dollar” Bill Wirtz, was having none of it. To the envy of 
Foghorn Leghorn, he all but told Danny, “Boy, I say, boy, get away from 
me, I’m the one commanding this here little microphone.” 

“No,” Rocky said, and immediately pointed his comments toward 
Lazerus, “that’s none of your business, that’s none of your business. 
What we’re going to do today is our business. I don’t think it’s any of your 
business.” 

Then it was Thompson’s turn, who adroitly followed up with a question 
about how Rocky’s reaction spoke to lingering questions about the 
franchise’s transparency and accountability. After all, that was the crux of 
why the town hall was called, to assure fans, media, and the industry at 
large that things would be better. 

“Why don’t you ask something else?” chided Rocky. “Why don’t you ask 
about the GM search? Why do you bring up old business?” 

Lazerus, in his fine report for The Athletic, noted that Danny Wirtz told 
him at the conclusion of the town hall that he had much more to say 
about the franchise’s future, its better practices, and that he soon would 
be making that vision public. 

“If only Dad had let him,” wrote Lazerus. 

Predictably, with the town hall video going viral on the web faster than a 
Patrick Kane breakaway on a clean sheet of ice, Dad issued a formal 
apology. 

“My response to two questions crossed the line,” Rocky Wirtz said in the 
prepared statement. “I want to apologize to the fans and those reporters, 
and I regret that my response overshadowed the great work this 
organization is doing to move forward . We have the right leaders and 
right processes in place to create a safe environment for our employees 
and players.” 

In the end, the town hall revealed plenty, none of it good. It proved only 
to be a continuation of the train wreck that led last year to Stan Bowman 
being forced to resign as general manager, and to their ex-coach, Joel 
Quenneville, stepping down as the Panthers bench boss. 

No one could fault the senior Wirtz for being defensive. Too many people 
under his watch, including former top lieutenant John McDonough, 
ignored or worked diligently to hide Aldrich’s heinous deeds. 

In so doing, the franchise’s image has been left in tatters, at a cost of 
millions extracted from the Wirtz family bank account and who knows 
how many more millions lost in future earnings. Even monopolies feel 
hits to the bottom line. 

Rocky, up until it all fell down, had been hailed a hero, the guiding hand 
who resurrected the franchise that his father had rendered to ashes over 
the course of decades. His defensive, churlish brazenness had those 
ashes again spread thick on the United Center floor. 
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Wirtz’s No. 1 charge now, if he can dig out from under, is to repair and to 
lead, and in turn win back public trust in a team and industry built around 
six ounces of vulcanized rubber. Like the puck itself it doesn’t have to be 
so complicated. 

A good place for Wirtz to start, if he’s capable, would be to acknowledge 
that all questions around Beach are fair and germane in terms of how 
they relate to the franchise’s present and future. He could preface it all by 
saying that he apologizes on behalf of the franchise, and that the Wirtz 
family regrettably may be in for a lifetime of trying to make good, and that 
he promises to be the force behind the make good. 

Clean the wound. Apply the bandage. Don’t awake to the pig’s foot that 
was Rocky Wirtz the next morning. 

LOOKING OUT FOR NO. 1 

Chara nearing Chelios’s record 

Dismissing the absurd notion he ever would skip a beat, Zdeno Chara 
will be in Boston Feb. 17 with the Islanders to face the Bruins. It would be 
career game No. 1,649 for Big Z, positioning the ex-Bruins captain one 
week later to surpass Chris Chelios’s mark (1,651) for most NHL games 
played by a defenseman. 

Chara, before leaving here prior to last season for a Cup-chasing fling 
with the Capitals, became captain in Boston upon his arrival from Ottawa 
as a free agent in 2006. Now 44, he logged 14 seasons with the Spoked-
B on his chest, and sometimes, we found out this past week during a 
Zoom session, with a teammate literally on his back for off-ice workouts. 

According to current captain Patrice Bergeron, the 6-foot-9-inch Trencin 
Tower of Power sometimes would drape a teammate over his shoulders 
for power squats during dryland training. 

Anyone with pictures of Torey Krug riding first class on Air Zdeno, please 
come forward. 

“I mean, it’s a lot of things,” said Bergeron, smiling widely at his 
recollection of the one-man, one-passenger squats, “to wanting to be the 
best every year, whether he was 15, 17, 18 years in the league, to be the 
best at off-ice testing.” 

During a pull-up drill one year, Bergeron recalled, Chara took his 
customary spot at the end of the line, waiting to learn what mark among 
his teammates he would have to break. Kevan Miller was last to go 
before Big Z. 

“Millsy breaks Big Z’s [pull-up] record from the year before,” said 
Bergeron. “So he knew he kind of would have to have his best to beat 
him, and he actually got him by one. That’s just tells you the competitive 
nature he has, no matter what year it was for him, he always had to be 
the best and push himself.” 

Upon passing Chelios, Chara will tie an ex-Boston teammate, Mark 
Recchi, for No. 7 on the all-time list of games played. 

Meanwhile, another ex-Bruins captain, Joe Thornton, a member of the 
Panthers’ supporting cast this season, just logged career game No. 
1,704. At age 42, Jumbo Joe need play only another 76 games to slip by 
ex-Sharks teammate Patrick Marleau for the No. 1 spot in league history. 

Unless, of course, Chara gets the chance to beat him. 

ETC. 

Knights soon must fit in Eichel 

The Golden Knights have not set a firm date for Jack Eichel’s debut as a 
Son of Sin City, but it appears that he will suit up imminently, only three-
plus months removed from having an artificial disk placed in his neck. 

Eichel, who played in only 21 games last season with the Sabres, 
portends to be a much-needed offensive boost for the Knights, their 
scoring this season led by Chandler Stephenson’s 38 points. Jonathan 

Marchessault (32), Shea Theodore (31), and ex-Bruin Reilly Smith (30) 
follow on a scoring list desperate for Eichel’s productive hand. 

First, GM Kelly McCrimmon, brother of late Bruins defenseman Brad 
McCrimmon, will have to do some cap room rope-a-dope to add Eichel’s 
$10 million to the roster. Ditto for defenseman Alec Martinez ($5.25 
million), who has been out since mid-November, first with an upper-body 
injury and then a lingering bout of COVID-19. 

How to add $15 million-plus to a playing roster that entered the All-Star 
break with only about $5.8 million in wiggle room against the $81.5 
million cap? That’s the test for McCrimmon. 

In rough numbers, the Knights must shed upward of $10 million, a figure 
that drops in half if McCrimmon were to choose the unlikely path of 
wheeling Martinez, believed to be high on the Bruins’ shopping list when 
he reached the UFA market last July and opted for Vegas (three years 
times $5.25 million). Martinez would be an outstanding fit in Boston at left 
defense, where GM Don Sweeney committed $3 million each to Derek 
Forbort and Mike Reilly last July. 

The most likely scenario has McCrimmon moving at least one forward, 
be it Evgenii Dadonov or Smith, each on the books at $5 million. Smith is 
on target to hit the UFA market in July, while Dadonov has another 
season. 

The betting here is that McCrimmon would be far more inclined to move 
both forwards, if there are takers, rather than keep one and have to part 
with Martinez. A long line of clubs would have hands up for Martinez, as 
well as fellow backliner Theodore (three more seasons at $5.25 million 
per). 

Potential anguishing decisions, but the collateral cost was implied when 
the Knights made the bold move for Eichel. 

Meanwhile, the Sabres are thrilled with Alex Tuch, the ex-Boston College 
winger who was the prized acquisition in the Eichel swap. Tuch only 
made it into the lineup on Dec. 29, following offseason shoulder surgery, 
and reached the All-Star break with a solid 5-8—13 line in 13 games. 

Klingberg on the way out? 

The Stars and slick defenseman John Klingberg have yet to find a 
landing spot for a contract extension, possibly setting the stage for a 
trade as the league’s March 21 deadline approaches (do you know 
where your Jake DeBrusk is?). 

Klingberg, 29, is big (6-3, 190 pounds) and smooth and has piled up 350 
points since beginning full-time NHL duty in the fall of 2014. He promptly 
inked a seven-year deal at an extremely budget-friendly $4.25 million cap 
hit, which in today’s market is about a 50 percent discount compared to 
like-producing defensemen. 

In Klingberg’s time in the league, only eight blue-liners have produced 
more points, a list that includes Brent Burns, John Carlson, Victor 
Hedman, Roman Josi, Erik Karlsson, Kris Letang, Tyson Barrie, and 
Torey Krug. Average cap hit in that bunch is $7.8 million, with Karlsson 
leading the way with his whopping $11.5 million and Barrie the lowball at 
$4.5 million. 

“It’s been more quiet,” said Klingberg, when asked in mid-January where 
talks stood with GM Jim Nill. “I don’t feel like I’ve been appreciated.” 

The Stars, don’t forget, used up a chunk of potential backline spending 
cash when signing Ryan Suter, 36, after he was bought out by the Wild. 
They owe Suter three more years at $3.65 million per, at which point he’ll 
be 40. 

Meanwhile, Klingberg, seven years Suter’s junior, has every right to ask 
for market money on a seven- or eight-year deal at market rates. No one 
on that Dallas backline has matched his pop during his tenure, and 
absent some love to match those numbers, he looks like a July 
walkaway. 

Loose pucks 
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The Bruins will play a matinee Saturday in Ottawa, where COVID 
restrictions will cap the crowd at 500. The Senators have been better of 
late, thanks in large part to the improved play, finally, of backstop Matt 
Murray, who appears to have recovered his strut via a tuneup with AHL 
Belleville (perhaps something Tuukka Rask will have to consider in 
Providence on the other side of the All-Star break). Prior to the weekend, 
Murray, the ex-Penguins standout, was 4-0-2 in his last six with a 1.95 
goals-against average and .939 save percentage. Meanwhile, tough loss 
for the Senators, with winger Drake Batherson going down Jan. 25 with a 
high-ankle sprain, the consequence of a blindside smack from Buffalo 
goalie Aaron Dell. Senators captain Brady Tkachuk: “Quite frankly, it was 
just a [expletive] play.” … As if their riches weren’t piled high enough, it 
appears the Panthers struck Yahtzee! with draft pick Anton Lundell, the 
6-1 Finnish center selected No. 12 in the 2020 draft. He was the NHL’s 
top scoring freshman across December and January (season totals: 43 
games, 32 points) and is now a prime contender for Rookie of the Year, 
along with ex-Boston University forward Trevor Zegras (Anaheim) and 
talented Red Wings Lucas Raymond (F) and Moritz Seider (D) … Credit 
due ex-agent Bill Watters for his idea to help advance acceptance of 
best-of-seven playoff series being staged in a 2-3-2 format rather than 
the traditional 2-2-1-1-1 scheme. The case typically made against 
adopting 2-3-2 is that some perceive it plays to the home-ice advantage 
of the club that hosts the middle three games. Watters’ suggestion: Allow 
the club with the better record, the one that traditionally would stage the 
first two home games, to have its choice whether to play Games 1-2-6-7 
at home, or opt for 3-4-5 on home ice … Unless the money dynamic 
changes dramatically around the trade deadline, six NHL clubs are 
pegged to enter free agency with oodles of shopping money, ranging 
from Ottawa at $23.9 million to Buffalo at $28.2 million, per 
capfriendly.com calculations. The other $20 million-somethings: 
Nashville, Detroit, Columbus, and Anaheim … The Penguins scuffled into 
the break at 0-1-3. But the good news: No. 2 pivot Evgeni Malkin has 
been a horse (5-8—13) in 12 games since returning from offseason knee 
surgery. “Geno” has been somewhat overlooked over his stellar career 
(952 games, 1,117 points) because of Sidney Crosby’s star power. Only 
Alex Ovechkin (1,272), Crosby (1,263), and Patrick Kane (1,130) have 
produced bigger numbers since Malkin entered he league in 2006. The 
Penguins don’t win their three Cups (2009, ‘16, ‘17) without him … NHL 
All-Star festivities on Friday had eight of the league’s best shooters firing 
pucks during a skills event staged in the middle of Bellagio’s huge 
manmade lake along the fabled Vegas Strip. When errant rubber hit the 
road, it was reported, those bystanders wearing Bruins caps were 
instructed to holler, “Car!” 
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Bruins report card: Grading the team at the break 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

February 5, 2022 at 12:27 p.m. 

 

After the Bruins’ uneven first half of the season that ended with a 
promising January, we are left with the same question we had when the 
season started: Is this team good enough? 

It’s pretty clear they are good enough to make the playoffs. But can they 
actually compete for a Stanley Cup? There needs to be more positive 
data – and most likely a home run at the trade deadline by GM Don 
Sweeney – to be able to comfortably say they indeed can hang in a 
seven-game series against the likes of the Panthers, Lightning, 
Hurricanes or even the Rangers. 

But as the B’s recharge during this All-Star break, we take stock of what 
the B’s have been so far with these mid-term grades (minimum 20 games 
for skaters). Keep in mind that expectations and job descriptions matter. 

FORWARDS 

Brad Marchand – A+. He has slowed a bit in the last couple of weeks 
because of an apparent shoulder injury, but he has been the B’s best, 
most reliable player. He’s well above a point-per-game pace and his 
passion sets the tone on most nights. 

David Pastrnak – A-. If there is an MVP since the New Year turnaround, 
it is Pastrnak. He’s got 14 goals in his last 15 games. His slow start is all 
but forgotten. 

Patrice Bergeron – B+. The goalscoring has been spotty. Four of his 12 
goals came in one game and he has one goal in his last 15 games. But 
as we’ve all seen for half of the captain’s natural life, the sum of 
Bergeron’s game is greater than the parts. With his league-leading 
faceoff win percentage of 63 percent (of players with over 700 draws), he 
drives Bruin possessions and just thinks the game a tick faster than most 
other players. 

Charlie Coyle – B. While the trial of Coyle centering Taylor Hall did not 
work, the centerman still contributed when that wasn’t working. He’s had 
his lulls in production, as it happens with him, but they have not lasted 
too long. In short, Coyle has been an asset. 

Tomas Nosek – B. The former Golden Knight was signed to center the 
fourth line, chip in on the penalty kill and help his unit take on some top 
line assignments. He’s done his job. 

Curtis Lazar – B. On a pace for double-digit goal season, Lazar has 
given the fourth line just the dash of scoring necessary for success. He’s 
got an old school quality about him that’s hard to dislike. 

Anton Blidh – B. – For a guy who nobody pegged to be on the roster at 
the start of the season, Blidh has brought tenacious forechecking and a 
little bit of sandpaper to the fourth line. 

Taylor Hall – B-. It feels like a switch was flipped when Pastrnak was 
dropped down to his line. The hope was that, with David Krejci gone, Hall 
would be able to drive a line on his own. It didn’t happen. But at least 
he’s producing now. 

Erik Haula – C+. Haula was a healthy scratch early in the season and, 
until Jan. 1, he was trending toward being a bust of a signing. He 
deserves credit for turning it around when given the chance to center 
Pastrnak and Haula. His game was trending in the right direction when 
COVID knocked him out of the last two games before the break. This 
grade will bump up considerably if he continues on this path. 

Jake DeBrusk – C+. He started OK, slumped a bit, was scratched and his 
trade request became public. When his Bruin career will come to an end 
is not clear, but Sweeney is working to accommodate him. All that being 
said, DeBrusk has played pretty well in the last month, even when he 
hasn’t been rewarded with points. 

Craig Smith – C-. With the way Smith works shift in, shift out, it’s a good 
bet he’ll bounce back into the solid “B” category. He does need to find his 
game, however. He started the season with an eight-game point-less 
streak and just snapped a six-game goose egg streak. The drought 
periods need to be shortened. 

Nick Foligno – D. Foligno’s excitement to be a Bruin was palpable and 
that positive energy should not be dismissed, but 1-6-7 totals just isn’t 
enough, especially when a player has been given the ample opportunity 
to play on the first power-play unit as Foligno has. With the injuries piling 
up, the prospects for a second half turnaround are not promising. 

Trent Frederic – D. Frederic was starting to play some effective hockey 
when he was knocked out of the lineup on Jan. 10, but he has not been 
able to establish himself as the physical presence it is still believed can 
be. The Bruins could use that element. 
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Incomplete – Oskar Steen, Jack Studnicka, Steven Fogarty. 

DEFENSE 

Charlie McAvoy – A. The former Terrier has become the true No. 1 
defenseman that everyone expected him to be. This year, he’s taken 
advantage of his top power-play time to grow his offensive game. With 7-
21-28 totals in 40 games, he’s set to shatter his previous personal best. 

Matt Grzelcyk – A-. Grzelcyk may be challenged in certain defensive 
situations, but he defends by retrieving the puck and moving it quickly out 
of the D-zone. He’s especially effective when paired with McAvoy. 

Brandon Carlo – B-. Carlo has had his share of rough games, but his 
reach and skating ability allow him to be effective on most nights. 

Derek Forbort – B-. Forbort was hired to give McAvoy a more stout 
partner after Grzelcyk had trouble with bigger forwards in the playoffs, 
but the experiment has mostly been abandoned. For a classic stay-at-
home, no-frills D-man, Forbort does a decent job of getting pucks through 
from the blue line. 

Connor Clifton – B-. Clifton is ever a gamer, but he’s had a hard time 
holding off competition for a job from first Jakub Zboril and later Urho 
Vaakanainen. 

Mike Reilly – C+. After a slow start, Reilly found himself as a healthy 
scratch, not what you want after Reilly was signed to a three-year $9 
million contract. He’s had a hard time consistently reaching the level of 
play he displayed last season after being obtained at the deadline. 

Incomplete – Jakub Zboril, Urho Vaakanainen, John Moore. 

GOALTENDING 

Linus Ullmark – B+. The four-year, $20 million deal is looking much more 
palatable than it did earlier in the year, when the odd soft goal was more 
prevalent in his game. Don’t look now, but his record is up to 16-6-1. 

Jeremy Swayman – B. The rookie set a very high bar with his short call-
up last year and, early on, he had a hard time reaching it as he battled 
troubles with his rebound control. But by the time he became the odd 
man out to make room for the Tuukka Rask gambit, he had righted his 
game. 

Incomplete – Tuukka Rask 

COACHING 

Bruce Cassidy – B+. You can say it took him too long to break up the top 
line, dropping down David Pastrnak to play with Taylor Hall, and it would 
be fair. But he eventually did it and the move turned the B’s season 
around, not to mention the individual seasons for players like Hall and 
Haula. He’s still got his work cut out for him in finding the right mix on the 
back end and juggling the goalie situation. 
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NHL All-Star Game highlights: How Patrice Bergeron fared for Atlantic 
team 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

Patrice Bergeron represented the Boston Bruins at the 2022 NHL All-Star 
Game in Las Vegas on Saturday afternoon, and it didn't end well for the 
Atlantic Division squad. 

The Atlantic lost to the Central Division team 8-5 in the second semifinal 
matchup of the All-Star Game. This is the sixth season in which the 
league has used this format with 3-on-3 games between the four 
divisions. The Atlantic team has never won in this format. 

Winter Classic returning to Fenway Park in 2023 

How did Bergeron fare in his third career All-Star appearance? Here's a 
recap. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Bergeron was able to share this All-Star weekend with his three kids. 
They accompanied their dad to the ice for warmups before the second 
semifinal game. 

Bergeron found the back of the net in the second period of the Atlantic's 
game against the Central. His tally tied the score at three goals apiece 
with 8:58 remaining. 

It was a pretty impressive shot that beat Nashville Predators goalie Juuse 
Saros stick side. 

In addition to his goal, Bergeron won five of his six faceoffs in 7:38 (eight 
shifts) of ice time. 

That'll do it for Team Atlantic. 

Bergy picks up a goal in an 8-5 #NHLAllStar semifinal setback. 
pic.twitter.com/jXvHt8cRB2— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) February 5, 
2022 

They said it... 

Messier was an analyst between periods on ABC's broadcast with host 
Steve Levy and fellow analyst Chris Chelios. The Oilers and Rangers 
legend very much enjoyed the competitiveness Bergeron brought to the 
All-Star Game. 

"I love watching (Bergeron) play," Messier said after the Atlantic team 
lost its semifinal matchup. "Finishing these checks, eliminating his man, 
doing all the things he's supposed to do. He just can't change his game. I 
just love it."  

That's right -- Bergeron isn't going to change the way he plays just 
because it's an exhibition. 

--Ray Ferraro 

Ferraro was the color analyst next to play-by-play man Sean 
McDonough, and the former NHL All-Star said Bergeron is "almost the 
perfect player" and a coach's dream. 
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Boston Bruins Bergeron Had ‘A Blast’ At All-Star Weekend 

 

Published 9 hours ago on February 5, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

On the ice it wasn’t a very memorable NHL All-Star weekend for Boston 
Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron as the sole representative for the Black 
and Gold. 

Bergeron struggled to get into a rhythm during the Honda Shooting 
Accuracy contest during the NHL Skills Competition at T-Mobile Arena on 
Friday night, and then his Team Atlantic Division fell by an 8-5 score in 
the opening round of the actual All-Star Game. Bergeron did score a goal 
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in the game to tie things up at 3-3, but it fell apart from there for the 
Atlantic Division players against the Central Division on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Truthfully, though, it was about everything Bergeron did off the ice that 
made it a completely successful weekend for the B’s captain. It was 
about bringing his three kids with him and giving them the NHL All-Star 
experience as well, something that 6-year-old Zack is going to remember 
forever even if the other two little ones are still a little too young. 

“It was great. I had a lot of fun. Great atmosphere and great energy. My 
family was here, and my kids were able to experience everything on the 
bench and being in the locker room with the guys,” said Boston Bruins 
captain Patrice Bergeron. “For me, I was experiencing the whole thing 
through their eyes. So It was kind of cool, yeah. 

I came here to enjoy myself. My kids were on the bench. It was an 
amazing night. I had a lot of fun. The kids loved it and enjoyed it. I think 
it’s going to be something that they’re going to remember, especially my 
oldest [Zack]. He’s at an age where he’s going to be able to remember 
and hopefully have some good memories out of it. I know I will. That was 
a blast.” 

It was about representing the Boston Bruins well, showing the young kids 
what class and professionalism look with interactions like the ones with 
young Montreal Canadiens forward Nick Suzuki during his first time All-
Star experience this weekend and about enjoying what might be his last 
time at the NHL-Star Game in his fourth career appearance. 

In all of those important areas, Bergeron had the perfect weekend 
merging his family and his NHL career into a great few days in Las 
Vegas during a break in an extremely hectic NHL regular season. 
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BHN Puck Links: Bergeron Clan Takes In All-Star Weekend 

 

Published 19 hours ago on February 5, 2022 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron is soaking in his third All-Star 
selection and experience with his three kids in Las Vegas. 

The Winter Classic is coming back to Fenway Park as the Boston Bruins 
will host the event for the third time. 

Are the Montreal Canadiens about to be stripped of the NHL Entry Draft 
again? 

That and more in the latest Boston Hockey Now Puck LInks! 

Boston Bruins 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron finished seventh in the Accuracy 
Shooting event at the NHL Skills competition but he could care less as he 
soaked in the atmosphere with his three kids. 

“Obviously you’d like to do better than what I did at that particular point,” 
said Bergeron. “When you lose your rhythm it’s hard to get it back. I 
came here to enjoy myself. My kids were on the bench. It was an 
amazing night. I had a lot of fun. The kids loved it and enjoyed it. I think 
it’s gonna be something that they’re gonna remember, especially my 
oldest [Zack],” said Bergeron. “He’s at an age where he’s gonna be able 
to remember and hopefully have some good memories out of it. I know I 
will. That was a blast.”(Boston Bruins) 

The Winter Classic is going back to Fenway Park as the Boston Bruins 
will host the game on New year’s Day 2023. Will new hall of famer David 
Ortiz drop the ceremonial faceoff? (BHN) 

National Hockey Now 

As expected, the human highlight reel that is Anaheim Ducks forward 
Trevor Zegras, wowed them in Vegas. His goal that he scored while 
blindfolded in the Breakaway challenge was a sight to behold. Wow! 

The Florida Panthers will host the 2023 NHL All-Star game. (Florida 
Hockey Now) 

Are the Montreal Canadiens about to be stripped of hosting the NHL 
Entry Draft again? (Montreal Hockey Now) 

Who has been responsible for the Pittsburgh Penguins becoming 
surprise Stanley Cup contenders? (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

The Philadelphia Flyers made two under-the-radar hockey Ops 
promotions on Friday. (Philly Hockey Now) 

The Detroit Red Wings also promoted within their hockey Ops 
department as Shawn Horcoff became assistant general manager. 
(Detroit Hockey Now) 

Great touch by Calgary Flames star forward Johnny Gaudreau sporting a 
Jimmy Hayes Foundation hat at the Skills Competition. (Calgary Hockey 
Now) 

Johnny Gaudreau honored his late friend, former NHL forward Jimmy 
Hayes. Gaudreau wore a black hat with "Jimmy" and a shamrock on the 
front, and "Broadway," Hayes' nickname, on the back, at the 2022 NHL 
All-Star Skills presented by DraftKings Sportsbook. 
https://t.co/zkxpv4ed42 

— NHL.com (@NHLdotcom) February 5, 2022 

NHL 

Back to the outdoor theme, the Carolina Hurricanes will host the next 
Stadium Series game at N.C. State. (Carolina Hurricanes) 

Just a sad and despicable response from NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman to Rocky Wirtz’s tone-deaf outburst on the Kyle Beach case on 
Thursday. (ESPN) 
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The Athletic / Unmasking elite NHL goalies: Seven All-Star netminders 
weigh in on what it takes to stay ahead of an evolving game 

 

By Jesse Granger Feb 5, 2022 

 

Goaltending is voodoo. 

It’s a phrase uttered in hockey circles due to the perceived unpredictable 
nature of the position. Goalie performance, at least from a statistical 
perspective, varies from season to season far more than that of the 
skaters in front of them. 

Relative unknowns emerge seemingly out of thin air to shock the world, 
like Jordan Binnington in 2018-19. Perennial Vezina Trophy candidates 
suffer shocking, sudden drop-offs, like Sergei Bobrovsky in 2019-20. 

It’s clear that the metrics used to define good goaltending aren’t as 
accurate or predictable as the ones used to grade skaters. In an attempt 
to understand which stats, and more importantly which traits, make a 
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good goalie in today’s NHL, we picked the brains of seven All-Star 
goalies in Las Vegas. 

“It’s tough,” Penguins netminder Tristan Jarry said. “It’s something that 
has a lot of factors. It’s the team you play for, and almost even the 
division that you play in. The West has a lot more high scoring, I think. 
The East and the Metropolitan is a lot tighter division that has a lot tighter 
games. Teams play a lot more defensive.” 

Jarry’s point is an interesting one. Stats such as goals-against average, 
or even save percentage, can be more indicative of a team’s 
performance than the actual goalie himself. When teams devise 
strategies, their intent is obviously to win games. Sometimes that calls for 
an approach that leaves their own goalie open to more grade-A scoring 
chances in order to open up the game and generate their own offense. 
On the other hand, teams that possess the puck well subject their goalie 
to fewer shots, leaving less margin for error to earn a high save 
percentage. 

“I’m not that big of a stat guy, but how a team plays in front of you makes 
a huge impact (on your stats),” Predators goalie Juuse Saros said. 
“Nowadays there are so many more new stats like high danger and stuff 
like that.” 

One of the most widely used analytical metrics of goaltending is goals 
saved above expected. But even that stat, which attempts to calculate 
the quality of shots each goalie is facing and how well they perform in 
relation to their peers, still has oddly sporadic results. For example, 
Philipp Grubauer and Marc-Andre Fleury were both Vezina Trophy 
finalists last season, among the best in the NHL statistically. A year later, 
both are now on teams struggling to stay in the playoff chase, and they 
are the two worst goalies in the league in terms of goals saved above 
expected. Did they both suddenly forget how to play, or are their stats at 
least partially a product of their environment? 

That metric and others like it rely on calculations that include high- and 
low-danger chances. Those are determined by the shot location and the 
action leading up to the shot but have no way of including important 
information like the talent level of the shooter, or traffic screening the 
goalie in front. A shot from the right circle by an AHL call-up registers the 
same chance of scoring as one by Alex Ovechkin, when that’s far from 
reality. The same goes for a shot from the point that is easily visible to 
the goalie and saved with ease, versus a shot that finds its way through a 
hoard of bodies in front and the goalie never sees it. 

Top GSAx last 3 years (2019-22) 

GOALIE GP GSAX 

Connor Hellebuyck 

138 

40.54 

Igor Shesterkin 

76 

33.31 

Juuse Saros 

114 

24.75 

Robin Lehner 

88 

23.74 

Alex Nedeljkovic 

61 

16.83 

Andrei Vasilevskiy 

130 

15.71 

Ilya Sorokin 

48 

13.76 

Semyon Varlamov 

95 

13.34 

Petr Mrazek 

59 

13.07 

Darcy Kuemper 

87 

12.97 

“I think the goalie stats are kind of strange in a way,” Canucks goalie 
Thatcher Demko said. “You might have a good season going, and have 
one bad game and it puts a blemish on your season. Whereas, if you go 
out and score 20 goals no one is taking that away from you. You can’t go 
backward. So it’s a little bit different for sure.” 

A goalie can put together several incredible performances in succession, 
then wreck their save percentage with one off night where they let in a 
few early and are pulled from the game. Meanwhile, star skaters often go 
stretches without a goal without hurting their season-long stats nearly as 
much. 

So what statistic do these elite goalies look at? Their answer isn’t terribly 
surprising, considering the team-first mentality in hockey. 

“It all comes down to winning,” Maple Leafs goalie Jack Campbell said. 
“Obviously there are guys who play on teams where they get a lot of 
work and don’t necessarily get the wins to prove how great they are, but 
at the end of the day when you look at the greatest goalies to ever play, 
they’re remembered for winning.” 

“I like to win, so obviously wins,” said Ducks goalie John Gibson, who 
has had his fair share of up and down seasons statistically, while 
maintaining his reputation as one of the best goalies in the league. “For 
me, I’m not going to sit here and look at the stats. Obviously, I want to be 
one of the best in the league, but at the end of the day I care about 
winning hockey games and trying to make the playoffs.” 

Perhaps the only clarity gained from these conversations is that there 
really isn’t a great statistic to evaluate a goalie that isolates their 
performance from the team in front of them, at least for now. Puck-
tracking technology could go a long way toward changing that, but that 
could be years away. 

So what makes a good goalie in the modern NHL? When these elite 
goalies watch their peers around the league, what impresses them? 

The resounding response from nearly every All-Star netminder was the 
ability to read plays and process what’s happening at high speeds. While 
it’s easy to be enthralled by diving acrobatic saves, and the incredible 
hand-eye coordination on display by these goalies on a nightly basis, 
they believe what sets the elite apart happens underneath the mask. 

“I think being able to read plays quickly is a big thing,” Jarry said. “Being 
able to know where your teammates are, and being able to read off of 
them is a big thing. Being able to read the game is what makes a lot of 
guys successful.” 
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What Jarry sees in an elite goalie is someone who, “is prepared. He’s 
ready for shots. He’s in the right position. It’s almost like a little bit of 
anticipation. He sees what’s coming, and what might happen. Seeing 
where the players are. I think that’s what helps good goalies make big 
saves. They know their surroundings and they know where things are.” 

As the NHL moves more and more toward a fast, skilled style of hockey, 
goalies must also adjust. Their physical movements, back and forth 
across their crease, must speed up. But more importantly, their mental 
processing must happen more quickly. 

“Reads are obviously a big thing, and hockey sense,” Wild goalie Cam 
Talbot said. “You have to know where the puck is going. The play 
happens so quick, and players are so skilled and so talented. It’s making 
it tougher and tougher, but if you can be in position before the shot is 
being taken, the quicker the feet the better, you obviously give yourself a 
better chance to make that save. 

“The guys who are always in position, and they always seem to be set 
and square to the puck, and just calm and patient. That’s the most 
impressive thing you can do in this kind of NHL because it’s just getting 
so much faster.” 

Another sometimes overlooked requirement for an elite goalie is 
availability. 

“My dad told me that you have to be durable,” Lightning goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy said. “You can be a good goalie, but if you get injured a few 
times a year, you can’t help your team. That’s the main thing, to stay 
durable.” 

Over the last five seasons, the top three goalies in games started have 
combined to win three of the last five Vezina Trophies. During that span, 
Vasilevskiy’s 247 starts trail only Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck (262) 
and are just ahead of Bobrovsky (237). 

“Today’s NHL coaches are trying to give you that time off during the 
season so you’re fresh for the playoffs,” Vasilevskiy said. “But yeah, I like 
to play a lot. If a coach tells me to play 10 or 20 games in a row, I’ll do it.” 

The ability to process what’s happening on the ice at a high rate is vital, 
as is the physical ability to carry a team when needed with a heavy 
workload. Aside from those two, the traits that make a good goalie vary 
from player to player, and the best at the position say that’s what makes 
it so much fun. 

“I think it’s really fun to watch all the goalies around the league and how 
different we all are,” Campbell said. “You look at the guys here this 
weekend, and everybody kind of brings their own skillset to the table, and 
you can learn a lot from each of them.” 

The eight goalies in Las Vegas for All-Star weekend vary greatly in terms 
of playing style and physical makeup. Demko and Talbot are tanks in the 
crease, both 6-foot-4 and close to 200 pounds. Meanwhile, Saros may be 
better than both, and he’s only 5-foot-11, 180 pounds. 

“I think everyone kind of comes in different sizes, moves differently and 
plays a different style,” Demko said. “I think that’s one thing that’s really 
cool about goaltending is there are a lot of ways to do it.” 

As bigger goalies, Demko and Talbot tend to stay deeper in their crease, 
using their large frames to take away shooting options while staying in 
position in case of a pass. Saros uses his agility and skating ability more, 
often skating just outside the safety of his blue paint to cut off angles. 

“I think everybody’s different and that’s what’s fun about the position,” 
Gibson said. “There are tendencies and traits that you’ll see people have, 
but you have to be unique and you have to be yourself. I don’t think 
there’s a right or wrong way. I think it’s about finding a game that suits 
yourself.” 

One thing just about every goalie does agree on is Vasilevskiy 
possesses nearly every trait that it takes to be an elite goalie. It’s the 
reason he’s helped lead the Lightning to back-to-back Stanley Cup 

championships, and it’s garnered him an incredible amount of respect 
amongst his peers. 

“It’s impressive,” said Campbell, who will play alongside Vasilevskiy for 
the Atlantic Division All-Star team. “He checks all the boxes and sets the 
bar for sure. It’s just fun to compete against him, and it’ll be great to be 
on his side this time for sure.” 
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The Athletic / Mendes: What we can all learn from the Jacob Panetta-
Jordan Subban incident 

 

By Ian Mendes Feb 5, 2022  

 

I’ll never forget standing on an icy sidewalk in Manhattan after finishing a 
television hit with Nick Kypreos for Sportsnet during the tail end of the 
2012-13 NHL lockout. 

I decided to open the Twitter app on my Blackberry and scroll through the 
mentions to see how fans were reacting to our latest piece of pessimistic 
news surrounding a new collective bargaining agreement. 

Most of my timeline was filled with the usual dread from fans, 
complaining about millionaires bickering with billionaires. 

But one response in my mentions nearly caused me to drop my phone. 

I had dealt with racism on so many occasions in the past, but this was 
the first time I actually collected a receipt. While I had been called dozens 
of names before, the term ‘Sand N-word’ was a fresh one for me at the 
time. And I couldn’t fathom how a dull television hit about escrow and 
revenue sharing could elicit such a vitriolic response. It was truly my 
‘welcome to the seedy underbelly of social media’ moment. 

And as the years went on — and my Twitter platform expanded — I dealt 
with this on a more regular basis. When the Senators defeated the 
Canucks in an outdoor game during the 2013-14 season, one Canucks 
fan took the loss exceptionally hard. 

This coming after Game No. 63 in John Tortorella’s lone season as head 
coach in Vancouver was a great reminder this type of angry racism is 
often lurking near the surface. 

When I decided to weigh in on Auston Matthews’ alleged poor behaviour 
toward a security guard in the fall of 2020 — and use it as a teachable 
moment for how young men need to approach young women with more 
respect — I received this delightful response in my mentions. 

That was a similar tone to what I had received for choosing to speak 
about the Black Lives Matter movement on the radio during the summer 
of 2020. After giving what I thought was a genuine and passionate 
speech on the radio, I was met with responses like this one. 

I have dozens more examples like this, but I think you get my point. I’ve 
certainly been on the receiving end of racist taunts, hurtful language and 
offensive comments. 

I often get asked how I deal with this type of toxicity on my timeline. 

The short answer is that I will often re-tweet these responses so they are 
seen by my entire following. Within minutes, the offending party’s timeline 
is overflowing with messages condemning their behaviour. I believe the 
vast majority of my followers are good human beings, who won’t stand 
for this type of hatred to be spewed in a public forum. And within minutes, 
either the original offensive tweet disappears — or the user themselves 
deletes their account. Sometimes, it’s both. 
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Truth be told, there is something very satisfying about watching the 
Twitter crowd eviscerate a racist or narrow-minded person. We all do a 
virtual high-five. We feel like we’ve shined a collective light on a 
cockroach and forced it to scurry into hiding. So whenever we see blatant 
racism in our timeline, we are quick to shine our righteous spotlights onto 
the situation. 

So, a couple of weeks ago, I was working out of the same playbook when 
I shared this on my Twitter timeline. 

ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER RACIST INCIDENT IN THE HOCKEY 
WORLD. 

PURE GARBAGE. HTTPS://T.CO/ZPMYKXJR8N 

— IAN MENDES (@IAN_MENDES) JANUARY 23, 2022 

On the surface, it looked like an open-and-shut case of racism. The fact 
that it was done on the ice — in front of thousands of spectators — was 
even more alarming. Jacob Panetta appears to make a monkey gesture 
toward Jordan Subban, who is Black. After this video was shared 
thousands of times, Panetta was swiftly released by his team and 
suspended indefinitely by the ECHL. 

We all patted ourselves on the back, with another example of how we 
collectively shined a light into a dark place. This was indisputable 
evidence of the racial issues that still plague this sport in the year 2022. 
We echoed the same refrain: There is no room for this in hockey. 

Then, in a pair of subsequent video messages and statements, Panetta 
expressed his regret and stated his actions were not prompted by 
feelings of hatred or bigotry. Instead, Panetta said he often does the 
“tough guy” gesture when fighting opponents and Subban was merely the 
latest combatant to be on the receiving end. 

“I want to express to Jordan that my actions were not racially motivated 
— at all,” Panetta said in his video. “I sincerely apologize for the pain, 
suffering and anger that my actions caused him, his family and anybody 
who was hurt by this.” 

Many in the hockey world came rushing to Panetta’s defence. 

Cancel culture strikes again. 

The woke mob doesn’t care about facts.  

The kid didn’t mean to do it. Are we just punishing innocent people now? 

And many who condemned Panetta remained steadfast in their criticism. 

Impact matters more than intent. 

Jordan Subban’s feelings are the only ones that matter.  

‘I do it all the time’ isn’t the defence you think it is.  

I hope you can understand the skepticism when it comes to hearing 
Panetta’s explanation and apology. I’m always leery when I hear 
someone apologize for a misstep or transgression in the public realm. 
Too often, these apologies read like some boilerplate drivel that was 
whipped up by a crisis management PR firm. Are you genuinely sorry — 
or just sorry that you got caught? 

The Panetta situation has divided the hockey world. We have a group of 
people saying ‘cancel culture strikes again’ versus the opposing 
viewpoint that suggests Panetta’s White privilege brought him to this 
place. It’s your typical modern-day battle in which two sides are firmly 
entrenched in their viewpoints, with seemingly little wiggle room. 

But is there something we can collectively learn from this incident? 

Let me speak, once again, from personal experience. Only this time, I 
can share a moment when my words carried some unintended and 
hurtful consequences. During the U.S. presidential election of 2016, there 
was an infamous video that surfaced featuring Donald Trump making 
sexually explicit comments about how he approached women. The 

disgusting video prompted me to tweet this at the height of the 
controversy: 

ON THE PLUS SIDE, THE TRUMP VIDEO GIVES PARENTS 
ANOTHER REASON TO TALK TO OUR DAUGHTERS ABOUT 
RESPECT AND CONSENT. 

— IAN MENDES (@IAN_MENDES) OCTOBER 8, 2016 

At the time, I thought it was a rather innocuous tweet. But soon, there 
was an angry digital crowd beating down my door, highlighting the hidden 
sexism in my tweet. 

Dozens of responses came into my feed, saying “Why aren’t you talking 
to your sons about respect and consent?” Outspoken critics poured into 
my timeline to dunk on my tweet, calling out my ignorant phrasing. 

Suddenly, I was on the defensive. And my only response? 

That wasn’t my intention.  

I was trying to speak as a father of two daughters. I was speaking about 
them because I didn’t have any sons. 

But at that point, it was too late. Angry criticisms — and worse — took 
over my timeline for several days. 

The most helpful responses I received weren’t the tweets that shamed 
me in a public setting. There were private messages and DMs, asking 
me to re-assess my words and understand the triggering effect it could 
have for some women. I was encouraged to do more reading on the topic 
of “Intent vs. Impact.” 

An article was forwarded to me with an example to help illustrate the 
situation. 

Imagine you’re playing frisbee and you accidentally drill someone in the 
face with the disc. But instead of apologizing to the injured party, you 
simply said, “Well, I didn’t mean to hit you in the face.” 

That probably wouldn’t happen in real life, right? You would probably feel 
awful and feel some sympathy for causing pain to another person — 
even if it wasn’t the slightest bit intentional. 

I was told to always remember this example because two things can be 
simultaneously true: 

You didn’t mean to hit someone in the face with the frisbee. 

That person was still seriously hurt. 

Our words and actions have consequences — intended or not. And it’s 
simply not enough to say, “I didn’t mean it.” Or, “That wasn’t my 
intention.” 

Jacob Panetta can’t use the defence, “But I do that to everybody.” If 
something you constantly do could be perceived as racist or intolerant, 
perhaps it’s time to retire that gesture. 

In the heat of a battle, Jordan Subban isn’t thinking Panetta’s doing the 
‘tough guy’ gesture. Instead, years of being on the receiving end of racial 
taunts and slurs usually lead visible minorities to jump to the worst 
possible conclusion. And as you saw with some of the tweets and 
language I’ve been subjected to, you’ll excuse us if that’s where our mind 
goes right away. And it shouldn’t be up to us to give the offending party 
the benefit of the doubt. 

I saw the suggestion this was hockey’s equivalent to the Bubba Wallace 
noose episode that rocked the NASCAR world in 2020. In that incident, 
many believed Wallace — who is Black — was the target of a hate crime 
after a noose was found in his garage stall at the Talladega Speedway. 
But days later, a probe revealed the rope had been in that stall for more 
than a year and was merely acting as a door pull. 

Many were quick to say this was a rush to judgment and, on many levels, 
they were probably right. But they glossed over a very important point 
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that was lost in all the noise: Just because the noose wasn’t related to a 
hate crime doesn’t mean that racism isn’t prevalent in NASCAR. 

And the same is true for this hockey incident. Just because Panetta said 
the gesture wasn’t racially motivated, it doesn’t mean that racism isn’t 
seeping under the ice at arenas across North America. This wasn’t a 
conclusive test case to determine whether or not there is racism in the 
sport. 

Racism doesn’t always come with smoking-gun evidence or tangible 
video proof. If anything, racism is often concealed, putting up invisible 
barriers in front of people of colour, making it difficult to advance within 
the ranks of this sport. 

If we believe Panetta’s account that the incident wasn’t the tangible proof 
of racism we may have initially thought, it was a clear illustration of 
something else: A lack of education. 

This is Panetta’s opportunity to educate himself.  Over the past couple of 
weeks, Panetta has been bombarded with phrases like “impact vs. 
intent,” “unconscious bias” and “White privilege” — concepts that might 
be foreign to many in the hockey community and beyond. 

That’s also what happened to me when my timeline was peppered with 
similar phrases that underscored my ignorance when it came to my tweet 
about my daughters and consent. 

The statement that I made on Twitter wasn’t intended to carry misogyny, 
but in hindsight, it was clearly rooted in ignorance. Once I got the proper 
education on the topic, I was more aware of my words and their 
consequences. 

I have to give a lot of credit to Ottawa writer Julie Lalonde, who has 
helped shape my perceptions in this area. Over the past couple years, 
I’ve read almost every article she shares on Twitter because there is 
always a lesson to be learned. I’ve watched her seminar on bystander 
intervention and how we can help women out of dangerous situations. It’s 
stuff that never would have been on my radar 10 years ago, but it’s a big 
priority for me now as I invested the time in learning about the subject. 

And I wouldn’t have gotten to this point if I wasn’t given some tangible 
tools and education from people like Lalonde. 

In order to educate Panetta, there need to be two willing parties in the 
equation. He needs to be open to learning and we need to find enough 
people in the hockey world with enough patience and empathy to 
educate him. 

And I hate the fact that the responsibility of educating people about 
racism often falls onto my shoulders, but that’s an unfortunate burden 
that I’ve come to accept as a visible minority. I wish the narrative wasn’t 
always, “Hey, you’ve been on the receiving end of some racial slurs. Do 
you mind sharing your experience with the rest of us so we can learn?” 

I try to remember this is a journey and that not everybody is at the same 
point in their path as me. The concept of ‘Intent vs. Impact’ is likely new 
for Panetta. And I’m betting that’s the same for many hockey fans, too. 
That’s where I was six years ago, until I was pointed in the right direction. 

So those of us who are steadfastly against racism in our sport need to 
ask ourselves a serious question: Are we simply going to dunk on 
ignorant people on Twitter — or are we going to help guide them in their 
journey toward understanding racism in all its forms? 

Yes, it’s crucial to highlight racism in sports, but those efforts need to 
extend beyond social media. 

At this point, we should be smart enough to realize that Twitter isn’t the 
right place for this type of education. That platform caused us to have 
fierce debates over whether or not a dress was blue or gold or whether 
we heard ‘Yanni’ or ‘Laurel.’ It’s certainly not the right place to have a 
nuanced and educated conversation about the racial barriers that exist in 
hockey. 

Panetta says he is committed to improving. 

“However unintentional my actions were, I acknowledge the impact of my 
gesture,” he said in his video the day after the incident. “And will commit 
to better understand the impact going forward.” 

To truly embrace the phrase ‘Hockey Is For Everyone,’ we need to leave 
some space for people who genuinely wish to atone for their mistakes. 

Now the burden is on Panetta to prove he is worthy of falling into that 
category. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 21 awesome things about NHL All-Star weekend 

 

LAS VEGAS – The Metropolitan Division defeated the Central Division 5-
3 to claim the 2022 NHL All-Star Game and the $1 million prize. 

OK. Now that the hard news has been dealt with, let’s get into some fun 
stuff from the NHL’s showcase in a showtime town. 

“It's a pretty easy city to show off,” local hero Alex Pietrangelo said. “I 
mean, everyone knows what Vegas is, right? 

We scribbled down 21 awesome things about All-Star in our notebook. 

1. Behind-the-scenes blackjack access when the Strip shut down 

“Double down, Papi!” 

Brian Matthews is wearing a cowboy hat. He’s standing on Las Vegas 
Boulevard and hollering encouragement at his son, Auston, who has just 
hit 11. 

Matthews is standing on a large pedestal alongside Joe Pavelski, Nazem 
Kadri, Steven Stamkos and Brady Tkachuk. They are taking turns firing 
illuminated pucks off a slippery platform and toward a massive grid of 52 
oversized playing cards. 

Hockey’s version of blackjack. 

The Fountains of Bellagio spray and dance to the west. Palm trees loom 
to the east. Flashing lights everywhere. 

A Dallas Stars fan diving by flings his head out the car window and 
screams, “Come on, Joe. You got this!” 

The NHL has shut down one of the busiest blocks of the Strip at rush 
hour to tape this extravagant stunt-slash-contest for its Skills showcase 
the following night. 

It’s ridiculous but fun, and the league’s senior executive vice-president, 
Steve Mayer, the engine behind this madness, loves this stuff. 

Bigger. Cheesier. Full Vegas. 

“We’re in Vegas to do something unique to the city and just change it up 
a bit,” Matthews says. “I thought it was actually fun.” 

Cale Makar and his girlfriend show up just to support Colorado teammate 
Kadri. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman mills about, greeting the onlookers. By the 
fountains, where the burlesque dancers just walked by, a cluster of NFL 
mascots pose for a group photo in full fur. Did we mention the Pro Bowl 
is in town? 

Matthews’ whole family is out on the street to root him on. 

When Matthews punches a 3 with his first shot, his mom, Emma, says, 
“Not what I was looking for.” 

And when he adjusts with an 8 on his second attempt: “He knows how to 
play the game.” 
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Indeed, they all do. 

One way or another, they all reach 21. But the NHL has the street permit 
for only so long. 

A TV producer’s voice pipes through the players’ earpieces: “We gotta 
get done in four minutes, or we’re gonna get fined.” 

The sun is going down, and with it the warmth. 

“I don’t want to be here all night. I’ve been in Florida for 14 years. I’m 
freezing,” Stamkos says. 

A tie-breaker feels made up in haste, and the players are learning the 
rules as it goes along. High card wins. 

Pavelski and Stamkos nail the last two aces available, then Pavelski — 
who goes a perfect 5-for-5 — pounds a king and a queen. Stamkos can’t 
match. 

Pavelski even snaps a couple pucks that punch right through cards and 
shatter lights in the rig. 

“Yeah, that double explosion was kind of cool,” Pavelski says, smiling. 

2. Nate Pavelski’s stick-collecting mission 

Joe Pavelski’s 11-year-old son, Nate, says he has a collection of hockey 
sticks from 15 NHL stars. 

Nate’s most prized one? Cole Caufield’s. Wisconsin represent. 

“We’re gonna double (his collection) up,” Dad said Friday. “There's the 
potential to go home with 20 to 30.” 

3. Auston Matthews getting to meet Evgeni Kuznetsov 

Kuznetsov wouldn’t have been in Vegas had Adam Fox not gotten 
injured, but Matthews was just fine with the substitution. 

A fan of the Russian since his world junior medal runs, Matthews has 
long admired his creativity. 

“Ever since he’s been in the NHL, he’s just a sneaky guy that does a lot 
of really impressive stuff out there,” Matthews said. 

The Leafs star had heard that Kuznetsov is a bit of a stick nerd like him, 
so he wanted to chat sticks with him. 

4. Vegas lustily booing Tom Wilson any chance it got 

“That OK. That’s how they love him,” Kuznetsov said. 

5. Wilson shaking his head at Claude Giroux’s nonstop mouth 

“He honestly has probably chirped me on every single faceoff we’ve 
had,” Wilson said, smiling. “He's a competitor. He's always getting in 
guys’ heads — or trying to. That's just part of his game.” 

Sometimes, Wilson said, Giroux will act really friendly with an opponent 
and try to be buddies between whistles in effort to shake them off their 
game. 

6. Giroux not ready to greenlight a trade just yet 

Remaining Time -1:18 

Giroux finds back of net twice in All-Star game final 

The Flyers are floundering with a 15-22-8 record and a minus-39 goal 
differential. 

With the All-Star Game MVP on an expiring contract, a trade feels 
inevitable. 

“it's been a roller coaster kind of year, so it hasn't been that fun,” said 
Giroux, asked about his thoughts heading toward the trade deadline. 

“A lot time left. That's all I have for you right now. It's a lot of hockey left. I 
know playoffs, for us, it's gonna be a long shot. We know that. But I've 
seen crazier things.” 

7. Steven Stamkos feeling the love from his enemies 

Something has really struck Stanley Cup champion Stamkos at these 
massive league events, and it started at the NHL’s pre-season media 
day. 

“I had multiple guys come up to me and congratulate me and say how 
happy they were for our team. And that kind of caught me off guard a 
little bit,” Stamkos said. 

It wasn’t only his buddies on the other teams; opponents he didn’t know 
well at all were approaching him too. 

“And they just seemed like they were genuinely kind of happy for us and 
amazed that we've had won two in a row. So I thought that was pretty 
unique.” 

8. Yes, Stamkos has designs on a Toronto-Tampa playoff series 

“Yeah, there's no secret I have a lot of friends and family in the Toronto 
area. Every time we go there, it's always fun to play against them and to 
have a good game there,” Stamkos said. 

“I thought it was gonna happen last year, and we thought it was probably 
happening the year before. It didn't work out, but I think it's gonna 
happen here in the next couple of years with the way things are going.” 

9. Nathan MacKinnon having Kadri’s back 

A charismatic star having the season of his life and tied for third in league 
scoring probably should’ve made the original All-Star roster. 

But when Kadri didn’t get named, teammate MacKinnon spoke out, 
calling it ridiculous that Kadri had been snubbed and needed to be voted 
into the showcase. 

“That meant a lot to me, especially a player of his magnitude and the 
knowledge he has for the game. I think he's pretty well-respected,” Kadri 
said. “That's just what I'm talking about — guys going to bat for each 
other. And I think this year specifically with our team, it seems like 
everybody's that way with each other, so that’s something I definitely 
respect.” 

10. Trevor Zegras fathering a million dangles 

Incredibly smart move by the NHL to invite Dishigan sensation Zegras to 
take part in the weekend despite not actually being named to team. 

The Ducks' Zegras stole the show at Skills with a blind dangle that should 
spawn young imitators all over. 

Zegras said he’s seen a bunch of kids mimicking his lacrosse-style, over-
the-net assist to Sonny Milano that stunned the hockey world. 

“Definitely got tagged in a couple of photos or videos,” Zegras said. “I 
honestly think that was the best thing that kind of came out of that goal.” 

11. Rod Brind’Amour singling out the Florida Panthers as the team to 
beat 

“That's the juggernaut team for me. That management has done a great 
job in the way they’ve assembled that team. There's no weaknesses,” 
Hurricanes coach Brind’Amour said. 

“They play to their identity, which all the top teams do. You’re gonna get 
high-octane. You gotta be on your toes ... . It’s a fun team to watch, not 
so much fun to play against.” 

12. Brind’Amour could relax this time 

Brind-Amour said this All-Star weekend felt like the complete opposite of 
the one he attended as a player in 1992 in Philadelphia. 
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“I was over my head. There’s the Gretzkys and all the guys you look up 
to. I was just so nervous. I couldn't wait for it to get over,” Brind-Amour 
admitted. 

This time he just enjoyed the opportunity to get to know some of the 
fellow Metropolitan players he’s so used to disliking in the heat of battle 
and game-planning against. He found himself in an elevator with Capitals 
tough guy Tom Wilson, and they had a nice chat. 

“You can let your guard down for at least a day or two and be real with 
each other,” Brind’Amour said. "That’s a great experience.” 

13. Speaking of being real ... 

Remaining Time -0:38 

DeBoer admits to enjoying Vegas activities: 'I'm a little hungover' 

We loved Pacific coach Peter DeBoer’s candour upon elimination. He 
admitted he had difficulty focusing because he was coaching guilty. 

"Today's a little bit foggy for me,” DeBoer said. “I’ll be honest. I’m a little 
hungover.” 

Vegas remains undefeated. 

14. These Cam Talbot saves 

15. Mark Stone’s love for Brady Tkachuk 

Once believed to be in line for the Ottawa Senators’ captaincy, Stone 
said his former housemate couldn’t be more deserving of the honour and 
loves that Tkachuk committed long-term to the city. 

“You could tell from Day One that he was the guy, you know? When I 
was there kind of leading the charge, he was my righthand man — when 
he was 19. The way he plays speaks for itself. He brings you into the 
fight every night,” said Stone, who was thrilled to catch up with Tkachuk. 

“I loved (our time together) and still have that relationship to this day. 
Look forward to keeping that relationship. Maybe someday down the 
road we'll meet up again and play.” 

Now a member of the NHL’s glitziest franchise in Vegas, a thoughtful 
Stone reflected on his years in Canada’s capital. 

“I loved my time there. Loved playing. Loved going on those playoff 
runs,” Stone said. “It’s kind of disappointing the way everything went 
down. You know, I only know a couple guys left there. 

“Seeing how incredible the downtown area is, how awesome it is to live 
in Ottawa, I really hope they can get that rink downtown. It can be 
incredible for the city, not just for Senators events but for other events 
throughout the summers and concerts. I think that could add a crazy 
element to that city.” 

16. Homer Jon Hamm trolling everyone with his suspect scoring system 

The trouble with allowing celebrities to adjudicate a trick-shot competition 
is they might let their biases slip. 

Handsome actor and diehard Blues fan Jon Hamm plays by his own 
rules. So, he awarded Alex Pietrangelo a score of 19 (the max is 10) 
during the Breakaway Challenge in honour of the Stanley Cup 
Pietrangelo brought to St. Louis in 2019. 

That Pietrangelo didn’t even score on his attempt, or that Zegras easily 
put on the best show didn’t matter to the dastardly Hamm, who got 
everyone riled up. 

17. Matthews' and Campbell’s media word challenge 

18. Wyatt Russell borrowed Bill Ranford’s gear 

Fun fact: Movie-star goalie Russell and Cam Talbot were teammates at 
the University of Alabama-Huntsville. 

“As soon as he got named, he reached out to me and asked if I’d seen 
the news,” Talbot said. “I told him to beat it. He’s got Hollywood now, and 
this is my thing.” 

19.Connor McDavid is a Troy Terry stan 

When a reporter relayed to Terry that the Oilers captain had singled him 
out as the player he was most excited to share the ice with this weekend, 
Terry’s response was wonderful. 

“I got goosebumps when you just said that,” Terry said. “When you’re 
coming to an All-Star Game, the guy that stands out to everyone is 
Connor McDavid. He’s someone everyone in the league follows, 
everyone is in awe of.” 

20. “Halftime” performer Machine Gun Kelly getting raised to the rafters 
like a retired jersey 

21. Stamkos’s post-game availability ending because his son, Carter, just 
had to see the Zamboni 
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