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Frederik Andersen set for Toronto return as Canes begin NHL stretch run on the road 

By Chip Alexander 

After an enjoyable few days in Las Vegas for the NHL All-
Star Game, Rod Brind’Amour was back in Raleigh at 6 a.m. 
Sunday, and soon back at work. 

Starting Monday, the Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-2) play four 
road games in six days, opening with a back-to-back set 
against Toronto and Ottawa. 

And they’ll do it without forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who 
entered the COVID-19 protocol Sunday. 

“We’ll be jumping right back into it,” Brind’Amour said 
Sunday after a practice at the Wake Competition Center. 
“We’ve got to be ready to go and it will be a race to the 
finish.” 

Brind’Amour coached the Metropolitan Division team to 
victory Saturday in the All-Star Game, saying it was the first 
“no-pressure” situation he has experienced as a head coach. 

“It’s an easy job when you don’t have to worry, really, about 
the outcome,” he said, grinning. 

There was a financial incentive for the players. Canes center 
Sebastian Aho and goalie Frederik Andersen were on the 
winning Metro team, which split the $1 million payoff — Aho 
also got a winning All-Star share in 2019. 

Andersen and Aho were not at the Sunday afternoon 
practice that was conducted by Brind’Amour, and forward 
Steven Lorentz was to join the team in Toronto. The Canes 
had 10 forwards and seven defensemen on the ice, with 
goalie Antti Raanta and equipment manager Jorge Alves 
working the nets. 

Andersen’s Toronto return 

Andersen, who started twice in the three-on-three 
competition, must be hoping to keep riding the wave Monday 
against the Maple Leafs (29-10-3). It will be his return game 
to Toronto and Scotiaback Arena after the Canes’ Jan. 3 
game in Toronto was postponed because of COVID-19 
issues and rescheduled for the post All-Star startup. 

Andersen spent five seasons with the Maple Leafs, winning 
149 games, before leaving after last season to sign as a free 
agent with the Hurricanes. He was arguably the Canes’ MVP 
in the first half of his first season with Carolina, and is among 
the NHL leaders with 24 wins, a 2.01 goals-against average 
and .929 save percentage despite missing some time in the 
COVID protocol. 

Andersen should get a warm reception from Leafs fans, and 
if he starts could be opposed by goalie Jack Campbell, an 

All-Star selection for the Leafs who played for the Atlantic 
Division in Las Vegas. Then again, it could be Petr Mrazek 
getting the start for Toronto against his former team. 

First game in Toronto since ... David Ayres? 

It will be the Canes’ first regular-season game against the 
Maple Leafs in Toronto since Feb. 22, 2020, when an 
emergency backup goalie became one of the league’s 
biggest stories. After Canes goalies James Reimer and then 
Mrazek were injured, David Ayres entered the game late in 
the second period and played well enough in net for the 
Canes to win 6-3 and Ayres to become a folk hero. 

A side story: Andersen was the guy in net for the Maple 
Leafs that night, making 41 saves. 

But Andersen is now looking to turn what has been a very 
good Canes season into a special season. After appearing in 
30 of their first 42 games, he’ll continue to share the net with 
Raanta and both should get plenty of work down the stretch. 

Long home stretch 

The Canes played 68 games in 2019-20 before the 
pandemic put an end to the regular season. The 2021 
regular season was condensed to 56 games because of the 
pandemic. But it’s back to the 82-game schedule this 
season, with the physical and mental grind that goes with it. 

“It’s a long climb,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said Sunday. 
“But it’s good. It’s good to have the regular season back with 
fans back in the buildings again and all that fun stuff.” 

Staal said he spent the All-Star break with his family in 
Florida, taking the kids to Disney, resting up for what’s to 
come. Many of his teammates also got out of town for a few 
days, but were back at it Sunday. 

“Maybe since we haven’t played 82 (games) in forever now 
all of a sudden it’s, ‘Wow, we’re only halfway done,’” 
Brind’Amour said. “It does feel like we should be gearing up 
for the playoffs but we’ve got to finish a whole slate of games 
here. You try to stay focused just on tomorrow and that 
game. It’s too much to think about.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs Toronto Maple Leafs 

When: Monday, 7 p.m. 

Where: Scotiabank Arena, Toronto. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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A wrap on All-Star weekend, those missing Maple Leafs, and Gary Bettman fails again 

By Sean McIndoe  

We’ve made it through another All-Star weekend. It was fun, 
right? Sure, let’s go with that. Everyone fist-bump. 

Friday’s skills competition was pretty much what we should 
have expected, with a few new wrinkles — one of which was 
that it was secretly also Thursday’s skills competition, as the 
two new outdoor events were pre-taped. (The league didn’t 
mention that, although having it go from dark to dusk in an 
hour might have been a hint). Let’s be honest, the skills 
event always ends up being the sort of thing that looks better 
in a two-minute highlight package than it does when you 
spend a few hours watching it in real time. As always, there 
was too much standing around, nobody seemed quite sure of 
the rules, the crowd was mostly confused and quiet, and for 
some reason there seemed to be more people running 
around doing interviews than actual players to talk to. The 
two new Vegas-themed events worked well enough, despite 
that sort of awkward “Do I have to do this?” vibe that pretty 
much anything involving hockey players is destined to have. 
We’ll at least give the league credit for trying something new, 
and getting it to mostly work. 

The highlight came in the return of the breakaway challenge, 
which hadn’t been seen since 2016. It’s more of a dress-up 
contest than a hockey event now, but that’s fine because 
there are only so many Forsbergs you can see in one night. 
This year’s show was stolen by Trevor Zegras, doing a 
Dodge Ball-inspired blindfolded Jedi move. Jack Hughes 
followed that with a full-on magic trick. 

Then they both lost to Alex Pietrangelo, who … uh, pointed 
at Carrot Top? Look, it’s still All-Star weekend, the local team 
has to win something whether they deserve it or not. The 
point is the kids had some fun. Did it feel like everyone was 
trying a little bit too hard? Sure, but it’s All-Star weekend, and 
we’ll always take that over not trying at all. 

Speaking of which … the game itself. Or games, since there 
are three of these things now, all played three-on-three. This 
year’s edition was an opportunity for the league to show off 
its most entertaining and important stars, which is to say the 
guys who do replay reviews for offside calls. We got two of 
those, but somehow missed out on a five-minute officials 
huddle to figure out where a puck had gone over the glass. 
Maybe next year. 

The Metro won, beating the Central in the final. It was fine. 
There were a handful of decent moments, everyone seemed 
to have fun and nobody got hurt. Also, the MVP was Hearst, 
Ontario native Claude Giroux, although the honor should 
have gone to Peter DeBoer. 

All in all, the weekend was a success and Las Vegas did a 
great job hosting, as we knew they would. Now we’re back to 

the real thing starting tonight, with two matchups on the 
schedule as we head down the second-half stretch. There 
weren’t many games this week, so there won’t be many 
changes to our rankings. There probably shouldn’t be any, 
but unlike your favorite team’s GM, I’m not afraid to make a 
change just for the sake of making a change. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

This was cool: 

5. Minnesota Wild (28-10-3, +40 true goals differential*) — 
Kirill Kaprizov’s tribute to Alexander Ovechkin was quickly 
forgotten once the blindfolds and props came out, but he did 
set a new fastest skater record getting away from that 
attempted interview. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (30-10-6, +29) — If you missed it, 
be sure to check out Joe’s piece on Steven Stamkos, who’s 
on pace to have the sort of year that guys on the wrong side 
of 30 aren’t really supposed to have. 

Here’s my question: Is Stamkos officially into that “veteran 
star who just about everybody likes” phase of his career? It 
feels like he’s getting close, especially now that they’ve 
introduced an adorable zamboni-loving child. I’m not even 
sure he has that Joe Thornton/Blues fan thing with any fan 
base, although maybe I’ve forgotten something. Somebody 
who hates Stamkos, show up in the comments and explain 
yourself. 

3. Florida Panthers (32-10-5, +56) — Sorry guys, somebody 
used the j-word, you’re doomed now. 

Absolute A+ sabotage there by Brind’Amour. The Panthers 
were so devastated they decided to take this week off to 
regroup. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-2, +48) — Pierre has the inside 
scoop on the Hurricanes’ deadline plans, which involve 
waiting as long as possible and are probably focused on the 
blue line. Don Waddell makes a lot of sense here, but I’m 
docking him points for breaking out the old “only one team 
wins the Cup” nonsense. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (32-8-4, +52) — Their only game this 
week was a loss to the Coyotes, because it’s the NHL and 
nothing ever makes sense. I’m not suggesting the Avalanche 
weren’t completely focused on this one, but I did think it was 
weird that half of them were lugging around suitcases and 
golf clubs during their actual shifts. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 
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Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs — This is the first time I’ve 
included the Leafs in the top section; their only other 
appearance this year was as the “not ranked” pick in the 
bottom five, back when they were losing early and we were 
trying to figure out if the entire season was going off the rails 
or we were all just overreacting to a few games. 

A little more than three months later, there’s no real question 
about which side won that argument. The Leafs’ early 
struggles are a very distant memory — since that blowout 
loss to the Penguins and another to the Hurricanes dropped 
the Leafs to 2-4-1, they’ve gone a borderline ridiculous 27-6-
2. They briefly hit top spot in the other rankings. The 
underlying numbers are great. They have the fourth-best 
points percentage in the league. They’ve currently won five 
straight, their fourth such streak this year. 

So … why hasn’t this team shown up in the top five yet? 

It’s a fair question, and I’m not sure I have a great answer. I 
can tell you they’ve been close more than a few times, and if 
this was a top six they’d have likely cracked it. Still, just 
based on the numbers they should probably have been in 
the top five plenty of times. So, what’s up? 

The most obvious answer is “it’s the Leafs.” Remember, 
we’re trying to predict who’s going to win the Cup, not just 
who’ll challenge for a Presidents’ Trophy, and that means 
focusing on the teams that can win four playoff rounds. The 
Leafs can’t ever win one, so calling them a Cup favorite 
would feel silly. Except maybe it shouldn’t, because this is 
the NHL and you never really know. I had people yell at me 
all through 2019-20 because I had the Lightning ranked as 
favorites even though they’d choked against the Blue 
Jackets, proving they weren’t built to win. That narrative, as 
the kids say, did not age well. There’s a good case to be 
made that the baggage of past history is mostly noise and 
we should ignore it. 

That’s easier for some than it is for a Leafs fan like me, and 
maybe this is just a combination of me wanting to avoid the 
homer accusations while working some reverse-jinx magic. I 
do think there are valid reasons to be a little bit nervous 
about the Leafs, though, starting with the rest of the Atlantic. 
Unless they can finish first, the Leafs will face either the 
Lighting or Panthers in the first round, and might not even 
have home ice. That’s a brutal path, and even the best-case 
scenario means playing a legitimate contender like the 
Bruins or one of the Metro teams. This Leafs team could do 
just about everything right and still lose in the first round, not 
because of a narrative but because their opponents are just 
really good. 

And the narrative does matter, at least a little, because we all 
know what everyone will be thinking the first time this team 
wobbles even slightly in the postseason. Maybe that’s not 
fair, and maybe it wouldn’t be a problem if people like me 
would just shut up about it, but here we are. The Leafs are a 
young team and most of the key guys have never won a 
thing in the NHL. When things inevitably go bad, like they do 
for even the best teams, the Lightning will know how to 
handle it. Will the Leafs? Are we sure? 

We’re not. But then again, you could say the same for the 
Panthers, a team that hasn’t won a playoff series since 1996, 
and I’ve had them near the top all year long. I’m not sure 

where that leaves us. Scoring ten straight goals against the 
lowly Devils this week isn’t enough to tip the Leafs into the 
top five, but at some point something else might have to be, 
and they’ll finally earn their spot. If and when it happens, just 
remember Marco gave me permission to do it. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

Fun and games aside, the most important news of All-Star 
weekend in Vegas came out of Gary Bettman’s media mini-
tour, as the commissioner once again utterly failed to 
demonstrate any actual leadership. As we discussed on this 
week’s podcast, there were two paths for Bettman to take in 
dealing with the Rocky Wirtz story. He could respond by 
making it perfectly clear that Wirtz’s comments were 
unacceptable and would have consequences, or he could try 
to hand-wave it all away. To absolutely nobody’s surprise, he 
chose the latter, chalking Wirtz’s comments up as a bad 
moment. He even seemed to be trying to spin it as a positive, 
as if Wirtz loudly insisting that he had moved on from 2010 
was just evidence that he cared too much. 

It was nonsense, and everyone knew it, but this is what 
Bettman does when it comes to stuff like this, or CTE, or 
making the game more welcoming to a diverse fan base, or 
any number of other issues. It’s not that Bettman isn’t 
capable of working up a little passion, and we even saw a 
flash of it on Friday when he spoke about the league’s 
frustration over Canadian COVID-19 protocols. He can 
certainly conjure up some righteous anger when it’s time to 
renegotiate a CBA with his “partners” on the player side. It’s 
just that he saves that side of himself for issues that are 
important to him, which is to say, those that directly impact 
the bottom line. 

The rest of it? He sees his job as making it all go away, or at 
least far enough into the background that fans like you stop 
talking about it. But hey, record revenues, right? 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (15-22-8, -35) — They’re apparently 
going to bring in Danny Briere, and man does this ever look 
like a team that’s planning ahead for their next GM. That 
might not be fair, and sometimes we all see things that aren’t 
there, but it’s awfully tempting to connect the dots. 

In the meantime, Charlie has a look at what’s at stake in the 
second half. 

4. Buffalo Sabres (14-24-7, -41) — One of the few interesting 
storylines of the shortened week was the Sabres visiting 
Vegas for the first time since the teams hooked up on the 
season’s biggest trade. The meeting marked the return of 
Alex Tuch, Cody Eakin and Peyton Krebs, who got the rare 
combination welcome back video. 

Dramatic and efficient. The Sabres ended up getting 
smoked, but the good news is that Jack Eichel was invisible. 

3. Seattle Kraken (15-27-4, -38) — Another peek behind the 
scenes at a team’s deadline strategy, this one from Ryan as 
he does what all the other GMs apparently refused to do and 
talks to Ron Francis. The Kraken have no hope of the 
playoffs, but they do have $27 million in cap space this 
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summer. There are lots of ways to use that, so let’s see what 
kind of work Francis can do. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (11-30-4, -67) — We had some fun with 
the win over the Avalanche up in the Colorado section, but 
for a young and rebuilding mess of a team, that sort of game 
really could be a “we can build on this” moment. In this case, 
the Coyotes built on it by immediately losing to the Flames 
while giving up 50 shots on goal. Look, at least they’re not 
the Habs. 

1. Montreal Canadiens (8-29-7, -74) — They didn’t play this 
week, which means we didn’t get a Brutal But Accurate 
Arpon Habs Headline. Instead, we can look at Scott’s 
prospect rankings, which have the Canadiens with the 
league’s eighth-best system — a bit of a mixed message for 
fans. On the one hand, a top-ten system eases some of the 
pain of a miserable season. On the other, the ranking is 
actually a bit worse than last year’s sixth, and it’s boosted by 
the inclusion of Cole Caufield, who was supposed to be 
tearing up the NHL this year and has instead done almost all 
his damage in the minors. Scott says he’s not especially 
worried, so there’s that. 

Over at TSN, Travis Yost goes into more detail on what’s 
gone wrong this year. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars — The Stars have done something 
very confusing over their last few games. They lost. Then 
they won. Then they lost again. One game at a time, with 
different results. 

Kind of like a normal team, you might say, and that’s the 
problem, because the story of this year’s Stars is that they’re 
always in the middle of a streak of some sort. They’ve had 
winning streaks of seven, four, and four again, plus losing 
streaks of four, five and three. Most of those came one after 
another, so trying to form an opinion on the 2021-22 Dallas 
Stars has been a fool’s game. Whatever you think, wait a 
week and they’ll prove you wrong. 

Still, let’s try. The Stars come out of the break outside of a 
playoff spot, but still well within the Western race. Dom’s 
model think the Avs, Wild, Blues and Predators are all over 
90% locks, so the Stars basically need to grab a second 
wild-card spot for the Central. That seems pretty plausible, 
and maybe even likely depending on how seriously you take 
the Kings and Ducks. The path is there for Dallas. But if it’s 
going to happen, we should get a good sense right away, 
because they return to action with games against the 
Predators and Jets and then two against the Avalanche. 
They’ve actually got three games against Winnipeg between 
now and the first week of March, and those meetings might 
end up deciding the race. 

In other related and frankly far more important news: 

If that name and number sounds familiar, it should. You 
know what they say, even a broken clock finds a nut twice a 
day. 
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Practice Report: Get The Legs Going Again 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - All-Star Weekend officially in the rear-view 
mirror, the Carolina Hurricanes returned to practice Sunday 
afternoon. 

The main agenda of the skate was for the team to get their 
legs back under them after they spent seven days off the ice, 
the longest amount of time since the cast reported to Raleigh 
for training camp in September. Additionally necessary so 
the team wasn't going into their Monday night matchup in 
Toronto cold, a group of ten forwards, seven defensemen 
and one (rostered) goalie laced them up and got to work. 

Sandwiched in between a pair of Junior Hurricanes games at 
Wake Competition Center, the setting allowed for a large 
group of kids to have their days made by having the ability to 
get to see some NHLers up close and personal. 

Unfortunately two players who they did not get to see were 
Sebastian Aho and Frederik Andersen, who flew straight 
from Vegas to Toronto, as they'll utilize the travel day to rest 
and recover after their efforts in Las Vegas at the league's 
mid-season event. Equipment Manager Jorge Alves held 
down the net opposite Antti Raanta for the day. 

The Canes other representative at the event, Rod 
Brind'Amour, however, was on hand, running point despite 
arriving back in Raleigh at 6 a.m. after a red-eye flight. 

Two other notable absences from practice were Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Steven Lorentz. Approximately an hour 
before the team's 3:45 p.m. skate began, the team 
announced that Kotkaniemi had tested positive for COVID-
19. Although players are only being tested on a "for cause" 
basis after the All-Star break, all were required to provide a 
single test before re-entering team facilities. The 21-year-old 
center will now isolate for five days, meaning he will at least 
miss tomorrow in Toronto and Tuesday in Ottawa. 

Regarding Lorentz, Rod Brind'Amour said post-practice that 
he was "fine" and there was no cause for concern. 

On the other end of things, Teuvo Teravainen, who missed 
the team's last two games before break due to a lower-body 
injury suffered on January 21 vs. New York, did participate. 
However, after practice, Brind'Amour made a point to say 
that he could be a game-time decision tomorrow, sharing 
that the week off didn't help his #86 as much as he'd hoped. 

Immediately after practice the team was set to fly to Toronto, 
as the crew gets set to hit four different cities in the next six 
days. The unit had four games in six days going into the 
break and will now have the same situation once again, 
taking on the Maple Leafs (Monday), Senators (Tuesday), 
Bruins (Thursday) and Wild (Saturday) before returning to 
Raleigh once again. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team getting back to game action 
with four games this week: 

"We'll be jumping right back into it and I think it's actually the 
best way. I don't know 100% what to expect tomorrow 
because the guys have been off for so long and we didn't 
have a full group today. You don't know what you're going to 
get, but we've got to knock these games out, so we've got to 
be ready to go. It's going to be a race to the finish." 

Brind'Amour continuing on what his experience in Vegas was 
like: 

"Every time you do something like that you, you try and take 
it as an experience. I met a lot of different people in the 
hockey world that I normally don't get to, players from other 
teams and such. It's kind of nice to get to know people for a 
brief time." 

Captain Jordan Staal on what he's looking forward to most in 
the second half: 

"The push. Continuing doing what we've been doing. If we 
keep playing well, we should be able to keep the rolling into 
what we want to accomplish this season. It's all a long climb 
as far as the process and the race, but the guys who we 
have in our room have been fun to do it along with." 

Staal sharing his thoughts on the announcement of the 
franchise and North Carolina getting a 2023 Stadium Series 
game: 

"It's awesome. It's going to be so cool. The game has grown 
so much here in Raleigh since I've been here and I've 
watched it grow. For the city and the team to get the 
opportunity to get a game like that is going to be so cool. You 
get to be the focal point of the league. It'll be a cool venue 
and I know the fans are going to jump on board and have 
some fun with it. It's a really good thing for both the 
Hurricanes and Raleigh." 
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By Walt Ruff 

TORONTO, ON. - The Carolina Hurricanes start the "second 
half" of their regular season schedule tonight at Scotiabank 
Arena, taking on the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

When: Monday, February 7, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 31-9-2 (64 Points, 1st - Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 2-1 Win over the San Jose Sharks on 
Sunday, January 30. 

Maple Leafs Record: 29-10-3 (61 Points, 3rd - Atlantic 
Division) 

Maple Leafs Last Game: 7-1 Victory over the New Jersey 
Devils on Tuesday, February 1. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 October 25: Frederik Andersen stops 24 of 25 in his 
first outing against his former team as Carolina's 
franchise-best start moves to 5-0-0. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Starting The Second Half Busy: The Canes begin the 
"second half" of their regular season schedule with a stretch 
of four road games in six days. After tonight in Toronto the 
team will continue on for a meeting in Ottawa tomorrow, 
Boston Thursday and then Minnesota Saturday. It's the 
beginning of 40 games in 80 days for the team, leading to 
the end of the campaign. 

Let's Pick Up Where We Left Off: Carolina entered the break 
after earning four wins in six days. The team is 7-1 in their 
last eight outings. 

Just Fine Away From Home: Rod Brind'Amour's club is 15-5-
1 away from PNC Arena this season, matching the New York 
Rangers for the most wins on the road among any team in 
the NHL this season. 

Maple Syrup For Neci: In three career games against the 
Maple Leafs, Hurricanes forward Martin Necas has recorded 
six points. 

Kotkaniemi Out: Sunday afternoon the team announced that 
forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi has entered COVID-19 Protocol, 
rendering him out of commission for at least the team's 
games tonight and tomorrow. It will be the first games 
missed of the season for the 21-year-old center, who totaled 
20 points in the club's first 42 games. 

Tervainen TBD: Following practice Sunday afternoon Rod 
Brind'Amour said that Teuvo Teravainen could be a game-
time decision tonight, still battling the lower-body injury he 
suffered on January 21. "Turbo" participated in practice at 
Wake Competition Center, but that doesn't necessarily mean 
he is for sure in tonight. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Antti Raanta is one win shy of 100 in his 
NHL career. Derek Stepan is two points shy of 500 for his 
NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight. 
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Toronto plays Carolina, aims for 6th straight win 

Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-2, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Toronto Maple Leafs (29-10-3, third in the Atlantic) 

Toronto; Monday, 7 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Maple Leafs -129, 
Hurricanes +105 

BOTTOM LINE: Toronto heads into a matchup against 
Carolina as winners of five games in a row. 

The Maple Leafs are 15-6-1 in Eastern Conference games. 
Toronto ranks fourth in the NHL averaging 3.6 goals per 
game, led by Auston Matthews with 29. 

The Hurricanes are 15-6-1 in conference play. Carolina is 
fifth in the NHL averaging 6.1 assists per game, led by Tony 
DeAngelo with 0.7. 

In their last meeting on Oct. 25, Carolina won 4-1. Andrei 
Svechnikov recorded a team-high 2 points for the 
Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Matthews leads the Maple Leafs with 
29 goals and has 51 points. Mitch Marner has eight goals 
and eight assists over the last 10 games for Toronto. 

Sebastian Aho has 45 total points while scoring 19 goals and 
totaling 26 assists for the Hurricanes. DeAngelo has nine 
assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Maple Leafs: 7-2-1, averaging 4.3 goals, 
6.8 assists, 3.1 penalties and 6.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.3 goals per game with an .889 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 3.4 goals, 6.1 assists, 3.6 
penalties and eight penalty minutes while allowing 2.9 goals 
per game with a .908 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Maple Leafs: Jake Muzzin: out (concussion). 

Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: day to day (undisclosed). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leafs and Hurricanes put streaks on line as NHL resumes 
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By FLM  

The Toronto Maple Leafs have won five games in a row four 
times this season, and Monday night they will try to extend 
their current streak to an elusive sixth straight win when they 
host the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Hurricanes are on a four-game streak of their own, and 
both teams are well-rested as play resumes after the All-Star 
break. 

Preceding the break, these two were playing as well or better 
than any team in the Eastern Conference, each 7-2-1 over 
the last 10 games 

"I'm really excited with where we're at and what we've done," 
Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. "You're seeking 
perfection. That's what you're pursuing every day here. 
You're trying to get as good as you possibly can. You'll never 
get to perfect, but that's what you're seeking to do." 

Carolina has played well enough all season to spark talk of a 
possible Stanley Cup run. 

"There are two ways to look at it," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "You can state the obvious and look at 
stats and points and all that -- or look at it, as I like to, as how 
you're playing. We've played pretty good all year. 

"We've had a couple of hiccups here or there, but it hasn't 
bled into a long stretch of it. We seem to bounce back when 
we have an off night." 

Consistency has been a trademark of the Hurricanes over 
the first 42 games of the season. 

"That's what we pride ourselves on," Brind'Amour said. 
"Every team says the same thing and we're no different, but 
you've got to back it up. That's been one of the things from 
day one, we want to make sure, win or lose, you can walk 
out and the people who paid the money to come watch you 
can say, 'They gave you your money's worth.' And I feel like 
this group takes that to heart." 

Their 64 points rank fourth in the league, but they have five 
games in hand on the Florida Panthers, on top with 69 
points. Carolina's points percentage (.762) is the best in the 
NHL. 

"I think the only thing is playing a full 60 minutes," Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce said. "Obviously we're one of the 
better teams in the league record-wise and we have a lot of 
confidence in our group. Sometimes, we tend to get a little 
lackadaisical, whether to start the game or end the game. I 
think as the year gets on and with more playoff-like games 
you're going to need to play a full 60 minutes every night." 

Mitchell Marner is on a seven-game goal streak for the 
Maple Leafs. He has eight goals and eight assists during the 
streak. 

When the teams met on Oct. 25, Carolina defeated the 
Maple Leafs 4-1, with former Toronto goaltender Frederik 
Andersen earning the win. 

"We got a real sense of what a Stanley Cup-contending team 
looks and feels like," Keefe said after that game in Raleigh, 
N.C. "That's the hardest game we've played in this season 
by a wide margin in terms of the pressure, in terms of how 
difficult it is, in terms of how little time you have with the 
puck." 

This will be Andersen's first visit to Toronto with the 
Hurricanes. He played 268 games for the Maple Leafs 
(2016-21) before signing as a free agent with Carolina. 

"He checks all the boxes," Brind'Amour said. 

"Freddie has been a solid brick wall back there," Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "Just a steady, calm goalie. 
You know you're going to get his best effort back there every 
night, so you can appreciate that." 

As Andersen has thrived with Carolina, Jack Campbell has 
been strong in goal for Toronto this season, as both rank 
among the league leaders in goals-against average and save 
percentage. 
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What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas: Canes trio wins All-Star Game, hones in on Stanley 
Cup  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

Center Sebastian Aho, goaltender Frederik Andersen and 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour represented the Carolina 
Hurricanes well at the NHL All-Star Weekend in Las Vegas, 
Nevada on Feb. 4-5. With the mid-season festivities behind 
them, the Canes have now set their sights on making a run 
at Lord Stanley’s Cup. 

The weekend began with the Skills Competition where a 
Hurricane took the top spot in Accuracy Shooting for the 
second time in a row. Aho’s pinpoint accuracy annihilated the 
competition as he knocked out the four targets in an 
unofficial time of 10.937 seconds. After looking at the replay, 
it seems Aho was even more savvy with his shooting 
accuracy than many initially realized as a more accurate 
clock would have had his time around 9.3 seconds. 

Andersen also served as a goalie in the Hardest Shot 
competition, but the Dane’s prowess in the net really shined 
in the All-Star Game itself. Andersen saved 13 of the 16 
shots he faced across 20 minutes of ice time. He even 
logged an assist in the opening goal of the Championship 
Game, a fitting accomplishment for the assists leader among 
NHL goalies this season. 

Not to be left out, Aho logged a pair of points between the 
two games. The Finn finished through the five-hole of 
Anaheim Ducks goalie John Gibson in a 6-4 win over Team 
Pacific and assisted New Jersey Devils center Jack Hughes 
in the Championship Game against Team Central as 
Brind’Amour’s Team Metro secured a 5-3 win. 

STAY HOT, FISHY   pic.twitter.com/w074y0fl7P 

— 

Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) February 5, 2022 

With a massively successful All-Star Weekend under their 
belts, Aho, Andersen and Brind’Amour will now get back to 
business. If the Hurricanes are going to stretch their first-half 
success across 82 games and a postseason, this Canes All-

Star trio will need to be on its A-game. As the top team in the 
Eastern Conference by points percentage, Brind’Amour’s 
squad is primed to continue its pursuit of the Stanley Cup, 
but competitors like the Florida Panthers, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and the New York Rangers will be raring to spoil 
Carolina’s season if the Canes lose their focus. 
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Canes mid-season report card: Grading the Hurricanes’ forwards’ performances through 
the All-Star break  

By Rachel Umbach  

The NHL All-Star break is now over, which means the 2021-
22 hockey season is already halfway over. Currently tied for 
first place in the Metropolitan Division with a 31-9-2 record, 
the Carolina Hurricanes are playing up to the lofty 
expectations placed upon them entering this season. Let’s 
take a look at how each individual forward has performed so 
far. 

C Sebastian Aho 

There’s not much that can be critiqued about Aho’s game as 
of late. One of three representatives for the Canes in this 
year’s All-Star events, Aho currently leads the team in goals 
and is tied for first in assists for a total of 45 points through 
the team’s first 42 games. A crucial part of the team’s top line 
and special teams units, his consistency all season has been 
a huge key to the Hurricanes’ success so far. Fans may 
remember his late-game heroics back on Dec. 9 to give the 
Canes a big win over the Calgary Flames in overtime, or 
perhaps his two goals in the Canes’ recent win over the 
Vegas Golden Knights, including another overtime thriller. No 
matter who he’s placed around, Aho is sure to make an 
impact. 

Grade: A+ 

LW Teuvo Teräväinen 

Teräväinen is another player who makes an obvious 
difference for the Canes whenever he’s on the ice. He 
started off the season on a high note with two goals and four 
assists through the team’s first four games and Teräväinen’s 
two goals back on Dec. 4 helped power the Hurricanes over 
the Buffalo Sabres. Teräväinen’s been dealing with a 
lingering injury after a hard hit in the Canes’ recent win over 
the New York Rangers, but when he’s healthy, he’s quite the 
force to be reckoned with on the ice. 

Grade: A 

C Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

With plenty of expectations and eyes on him entering the 
season, Kotkaniemi has seemingly risen above the pressure 
and adapted to become an important part of this Canes 
offense. Kotkaniemi grabbed his first goal in Carolina in his 
return to Montreal in October and has been a part of a few 
more exciting situations throughout this first half, including 
two goals just in the first period in the recent 7-1 win over the 
Boston Bruins. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi's first goal in a Canes jersey. You 
couldn't have scripted it any better.   
pic.twitter.com/UjQeQqWHmh 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) October 22, 2021 

Grade: B 

RW Andrei Svechnikov 

Second only to Aho in goals, and third on the team in assists, 
it’s been another successful start to the season for 

Svechnikov. Svechnikov was unstoppable throughout 
October with seven goals and four assists, and while he’s 
since cooled off a little bit, he’s still been making plays all 
over the ice and scoring in big moments such as the game-
winner in the last game before the All-Star Break against the 
San Jose Sharks. One other thing of note is Svechnikov’s 
time in the penalty box, as he currently leads the Hurricanes 
in penalty minutes with 51. 

Grade: A 

C Seth Jarvis 

With his NHL debut back on Halloween, Jarvis has had a 
huge impact in his rookie season, making a case for this 
years’ Calder. Jarvis has 18 points through 33 NHL games 
despite averaging just 14 minutes of ice time per game and 
already has two game-winning goals to his name on back-to-
back nights in November against the Golden Knights and 
Anaheim Ducks. 

Grade: B 

C Vincent Trocheck 

One of the few forwards to have played in every game for the 
Canes so far, Trocheck has racked up 11 goals and 19 
assists through the first half. His gritty style of play has often 
landed him in the penalty box, sitting third on the team in 
penalty minutes with 47, and has led to comparisons of 
Bruins left wing Brad Marchand and some banter online. 

Marchand's instagram post. #NHLBruins #LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/4B6QaDGO7R 

— NHL Watcher (@NHL_Watcher) January 18, 2022 

While he may not have that same star level as names like 
Aho or Svechnikov, Trocheck’s still quietly making an impact 
and proving to be a consistent and healthy starter even at 
times where it seemed like the rest of the roster was falling 
apart with COVID-19 and injuries. 

Grade: B 

C Martin Necas 

Martin Necas is just as dangerous on the ice as ever and has 
continued to be a nightmare for opposing defensemen. He’s 
already grabbed 22 points this season and has been a huge 
factor in creating plays for Carolina, including two big 
moments in just the past four games alone that despite not 
actually scoring, kept the Hurricanes in the action and 
provided two great chances. 

Martin Necas... goodness gracious. 
pic.twitter.com/BJGwzmN1lt 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) January 28, 2022 

Grade: B+ 

RW Nino Niederreiter 

Currently on pace for a career-high in goals, Niederreiter has 
13 through the first half and has continued to be another 
impactful player for the Hurricanes this season. Just recently 
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he recorded a big equalizer in the dying minutes of the third 
period in Carolina’s eventual 3-2 shootout win over the 
Ottawa Senators on January 27. 

Grade: B 

C Jordan Staal 

Totaling just two goals and nine assists in the first half of the 
season, Staal’s points total has dropped, but his 120 hits in 
his first 39 games of the year have proven to be a bright spot 
and place him ranked in the top 20 in the league. Staal’s had 
plenty of chances to score, but nothing has hit the back of 
the net since Oct. 29. 

Grade: C- 

RW Jesper Fast 

Having never reached the 30-point mark in his NHL career, 
Fast is on pace to do just that this season. Fast’s 15 points in 
the first half have benefited the Hurricanes’ scoring depth, 
including one goal and three assists during a time when 
Carolina had most of their starters in COVID-19 protocol, and 
were playing shorthanded. 

Grade: B- 

C Steven Lorentz 

Already tripling his goal total from last season in just 38 
games while only averaging 11:12 minutes of ice time, 
Lorentz has also been a crucial part of the Canes’ depth. 
Most notably, he started off 2022 with two goals in Carolina’s 
comeback win over the Columbus Blue Jackets and grabbed 
two assists in his next game at home against the Calgary 
Flames. 

Grade: C+ 

LW Jordan Martinook 

Rounding out the grades is Jordan Martinook who, between 
COVID-19 protocol and injuries, has only appeared in 26 
games for Carolina this season. Though Martinook only has 
two goals and six assists in that short amount of time, some 
have come in big moments including on Jan. 29, when he 
was moved to the first line to replace the injured Teräväinen 
and he scored his first goal since the season opener in an 
eventual 2-1 win over the New Jersey Devils. 

Grade: C 
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Canes mid-season report card: Goalies, defense too good right now  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes entered the NHL All-Star Weekend 
as the last remaining team with less than 100 goals allowed 
on the season. Let’s take a look at the key contributors to the 
Hurricanes’ first-half success on the blue line and in the 
crease. 

D Tony DeAngelo 

It’s no secret DeAngelo is a force to be reckoned with, 
especially on the offensive end of the ice. Despite his listing 
as a defenseman, DeAngelo’s best assets are his puck 
vision and precise shooting, which have made him the leader 
in assists and points among Canes blue-liners. 

Still, DeAngelo needs to improve his play in his own end if he 
wants to maintain his status as a top-line defenseman. 
Despite his reputation as an agitator, DeAngelo is doing a 
decent job of staying out of the box, but that is not his main 
issue. Instead, DeAngelo needs to increase his defensive 
production, as he hardly ever dispossesses the opposing 
puck-carrier, proven by his average of just 0.45 takeaways 
per 60 minutes. Tack on some relatively frequent miscues 
during opposing rushes and DeAngelo has the potential to 
regress hard during the second half. 

Make no mistake, it’s been a great bounce-back season for 
the former New York Ranger, but DeAngelo still has room to 
make even more of an impact on the ice. 

Grade: B+ 

D Jaccob Slavin 

As Carolina’s other top-line defenseman, Slavin is quietly 
putting together another solid year in his seventh season in a 
Hurricanes sweater. While DeAngelo generates more 
headlines and makes flashier plays, Slavin’s consistency is 
playing a big part in the Canes’ success at the halfway mark. 

With the most assists by Canes defensemen not named 
DeAngelo, Slavin is brushing up against a career-high in 
assists per 60 minutes. The 2021 Lady Byng Memorial 
Trophy winner’s on-ice conduct this season has also been 
top-notch, accumulating only 0.5 PIM per 60 minutes. In 
addition to his career-high mark in scoring chances per 60 
minutes, Slavin’s numbers rank among the best in the 
league. 

Grade: A+ 

D Brady Skjei 

Skjei is another addition in the Rangers-to-Hurricanes 
pipeline who is proving quite prosperous for the Hurricanes. 
By leading Canes defensemen in individual point percentage 
(IPP) and shots per 60 minutes, Skjei is playing a prominent 
role in Carolina’s blue-line production while also putting up 
respectable defensive numbers. 

While not the biggest star in the Canes’ defensive core, Skjei 
is proving to be a great investment after Carolina traded for 
him in February of 2020. 

Grade: A 

D Ian Cole 

Cole is another offseason acquisition for the Canes, but so 
far, he is not living up to his pedigree. A back-to-back 
Stanley Cup champion with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2015-
16 and 2016-17, Cole came to Carolina with expectations of 
veteran leadership and production, but overall sloppy play 
and frequent trips to the penalty box have minimized his 
impact on the ice. 

With 2.32 giveaways and 4.96 PIM per 60 minutes, Cole is 
leading Canes defensemen in the wrong categories. While 
still putting up decent numbers with an IPP of 39.29% and 
4.22 shots blocked per 60 minutes, ranking third and second 
among Canes defenseman respectively, Cole’s lack of 
discipline is inhibiting his ability to make a difference in 
games. He still has half a season and a postseason to turn it 
around, but Cole still needs to make more of a positive 
impact on the ice if he wants to remain a viable option in the 
lineup. 

Grade: B- 

G Frederik Andersen 

If there’s one offseason acquisition that has taken the 
Hurricanes to the next level, it’s Andersen. After spending 
the last five seasons with the Toronto Maple Leafs, Andersen 
has emerged as one of the best goaltenders in the NHL. One 
of three Canes representatives at the NHL All-Star game, 
Andersen’s calm demeanor in high-stress situations sets him 
apart from the rest of the pack. 

His numbers jump off the page as well. Andersen is currently 
rocking a save percentage of .929 and a goals against 
average (GAA) of 2.01, both career highs if he maintains 
them to the end of the season. If this production continues, 
Carolina won’t need to worry too much about its goalie 
situation when the playoffs come around. 

Grade: A+ 

G Antti Raanta 

Even with Andersen having a career year so far, Raanta 
provides a lethal one-two punch in net for the Hurricanes. 
With a packed back half of the schedule, Carolina will need 
to manage its players’ workloads, including when it comes to 
the netminders. 

Raanta provides a solid second option for head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour and the Hurricanes. With a GAA of 2.21 and a 
save percentage of .914 in 11 games, Raanta’s numbers are 
respectable in their own right. If Andersen goes down with an 
injury at some point down the road, Canes fans can rest 
assured that they'll have Raanta as a crucial stopgap. 

Grade: A-
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258119378.html 

https://theathletic.com/3114516/2022/02/07/a-wrap-on-all-star-weekend-those-missing-maple-leafs-and-bettman-fails-again/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/practice-report-get-the-legs-going-again/c-330562632 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-maple-leafs/c-330562904 
https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-d6a682f5ec694c7a9038121e461ac153 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/leafs-and-hurricanes-put-streaks-on-line-as-nhl-resumes/ 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/what-happens-in-vegas-stays-in-vegas-canes-trio-wins-all-star-game-hones-in/article_33a87a70-87b9-

11ec-b33d-6fc86943bffb.html 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-mid-season-report-card-grading-the-hurricanes-forwards-performances-through-the-all-star-

break/article_512e17ae-87b8-11ec-94c7-6b1d2747b70b.html 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-mid-season-report-card-goalies-defense-too-good-right-now/article_b1e3cbe4-87b7-11ec-9e8d-

5b3e5ce776f6.html 
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Muzzin returns as Maple Leafs prepare for second half of NHL season 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG 

 

The Maple Leafs convened for the first time in six days on Sunday ahead 
of the start of the second half of the NHL season. Jake Muzzin 
participated in full-contact drills although it is unknown if the veteran 
defenceman will play on Monday night against Carolina at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

Muzzin missed six games after he suffered a concussion on Jan. 15 
against the St. Louis Blues. If he is not cleared to face the Hurricanes, he 
will almost certainly be on the ice with his teammates when they play the 
Flames in Calgary on Thursday. 

The 32-year-old did not realize he had been concussed on a hard hit by 
St. Louis forward Klim Kostin and remained in the game and also 
practised once after that before symptoms appeared. 

“Head injuries are a little finicky sometimes,” Muzzin said. “It took me 
maybe two days to realize I felt a little off and a little foggy. You get 
banged up but you are always so busy that you don’t take the time to 
analyze what is really going on.” 

Muzzin said it is only the second concussion he has incurred in 11 
seasons in the NHL. 

“It has been challenging but it is part of the game. You take a break and it 
is a challenge to get back up to speed. But I am feeling good.” 

Toronto ended the first half of the season with five successive victories 
but its defence has struggled without Muzzin. The Maple Leafs allowed 
20 goals in the six games without him and teammates will be glad to 
have him back. 

“It is great to see he is progressing and was fully involved in practice 
today,” said John Tavares, the team’s captain. “It is a really good sign 
most importantly for him but for our team as well.” 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe called his return on Sunday a “good and 
important step.” 

“Given that it is only one day before a game I don’t know if that means he 
will be able to play,” Keefe said. “But for him to come right in and feel 
good enough to step into a full practice is a very good sign.” 

Toronto begins the second half with a 29-10-3 record and is in third place 
in the Atlantic Division behind Florida and Tampa Bay. It has played five 
fewer games than the Panthers and four fewer than the Lightning so 
there is ample room to gain ground. 

Only three teams have a better winning percentage than the Maple Leafs 
but Carolina is one of them. The Hurricanes are 31-9-2 and won the first 
of three engagements between them during the 2021-22 campaign on 
Oct. 25. They won four of their past five outings before enjoying a handful 
of days’ rest. 

Petr Mrazek will start in net with Jack Campbell travelling back to Toronto 
from Las Vegas on Sunday following his first appearance in an NHL all-
star game. Mrazek, who spent three years with Carolina before he signed 
with the Maple Leafs in the offseason, is 5-2 with a .902 save percentage 
but has been hampered by injuries. 

“Obviously the start of the season didn’t go the way he thought it would, 
but he just keeps fighting,” Tavares said. “He never says die to any puck 
no matter how difficult it may be. He has shown really good resiliency.” 

Carolina has not said who will be its starting goaltender but Frederik 
Andersen was in the same position as Campbell on Sunday, also flying 
back from the all-star game. The former Maple Leafs netminder has had 
a spectacular season but may sit out in favour of backup Antti Raanta, 
who is 6-2-1 with a .914 save percentage. 

Monday’s game is the first of 11 for Toronto over the next 22 days. It will 
play in Calgary on Thursday, Vancouver on Saturday and Seattle on Feb. 
14 before its next home game against Pittsburgh on Feb. 17. All were 
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postponed because of complications related to COVID-19 and had to be 
rescheduled. 

Mitch Marner will attempt to extend a career-best seven-game goal 
streak, during which he has scored eight times and had eight assists. 
Auston Matthews, who is tied with Alex Ovechkin for third in the league 
with 29 goals, finished the first half on a hot streak. Over the past four 
games he has four goals and six assists. 

With 40 regular-season games remaining, there is no question the Maple 
Leafs are well positioned for a playoff berth. And the timing is good for 
Muzzin’s return. 

“Day by day we just keep going and focus on some areas we need to 
improve in,” Muzzin said. “If we do that, the results will look after 
themselves.” 

Globe And Mail LOADED: 02.07.2022 
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‘I’d like to give our team a chance to roll,’ Leafs GM Kyle Dubas says of 
the lead-up to the trade deadline 

 

By Mark ZwolinskiSports  

 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas is buoyant when it comes to 
assessing his team’s needs before the NHL’s March 21 trade deadline. 

He has a mostly healthy team for the first time this season and he can let 
it “roll” as the deadline approaches. Defenceman Jake Muzzin took part 
in his first full practice Sunday since suffering a concussion and should 
return this week. 

Dubas should have a little over $1 million in cap space at the deadline, a 
number that could fluctuate depending on how the team manages any 
potential injuries at the time. With depth in the organization, he is willing 
to go against his normal preference and move one of the team’s three 
picks from the 2022 draft. 

What will the approach be over the next six weeks? 

I’d like to give our team a chance to roll as constructed and, if not, we will 
take as much information as we have and use that to dictate what we 
may want to do with the team. Of course, the group is playing above .700 
in terms of its winning percentage but, having said that, we’re in a 
dogfight every day in our division with Tampa and Florida, and then 
Boston is right there. I have a lot of belief in the group but, in terms of 
what we will do and whether we’re active or not, I certainly want to take 
as much time as we can. 

What areas might you be looking at? 

We have some cap space now ($489,711), which is nice … I’d love to sit 
here and say this is the one thing we will specifically need but, because 
cap space is limited, when you go out and acquire somebody, you’re 
usually done at that point … The one thing we have that I’m most excited 
about is that, on defence, we have two young players (Rasmus Sandin 
and Timothy Liljegren) that are playing in nightly roles. And playing those 
roles at their age, they’re going to have ups and downs, so how do they 
come through it? In terms of potential, those young guys probably have 
more than anyone in our system. But what can they do and accomplish 
here with a little more runway, and what can we learn from them that can 
be constructive for us in terms of how we want to approach the deadline? 

What are your plans for Josh Ho-Sang and other prospects? 

I think Josh has been a great story ... We’ll watch Josh as we will the 
other forwards we have (at the Olympic Games). He’ll come back to the 
Marlies and go from there. We have other players who are going to push 

Josh … He’s had a longer pedigree and been in the public eye for a long 
time, so he gets a lot of the conversation, and he’ll be in that mix as we 
head toward the deadline. We have to have those players on NHL 
contracts by (the trade deadline) to have them eligible to play in the 
playoffs, so that will sort of be the way that we dictate what happens 
there. Josh is the most individually talented player in the group, but the 
others have different elements that can help the team as well. 

Nick Ritchie and Kyle Clifford will go to the Marlies this week. Are you 
happy with your left wingers? 

It’s made it difficult for Nick Ritchie with Pierre (Engvall) playing the way 
he has, the utility he brings — even-strength, any line we put him on he 
seems to help the line get better, and what he’s been able to do on the 
penalty kill … We have Nick Robertson back playing, he’s starting on the 
right (wing) with the Marlies just to give him some more versatility. Alex 
Steeves is down there, he’s played both left and right, and Joey 
Anderson has been up (with Leafs) and played, so it may not be the 
veteran depth people may want, but we’re happy with it … I don’t think 
the story is done for any of those players we have in our system or we’ve 
signed who haven’t worked out yet for us.” 

Toronto Star LOADED: 02.07.2022 
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Inside the NHL: Coyotes weather the storm, Nazem Kadri banks on 
himself and top trade deadline buyers 

 

By Chris Johnston 

 

LAS VEGAS The Arizona Coyotes have survived a bankruptcy, a court 
challenge for relocation and multiple changes in ownership. 

As they now navigate an eviction that could force them to spend multiple 
seasons playing out of a 5,000-seat arena, there’s no reason to believe 
the NHL’s commitment to keeping a franchise in the desert has wavered. 

Gary Bettman made that abundantly clear during his media availability at 
all-star weekend, essentially laying out the only terms that would see the 
Coyotes ponder a move. The franchise’s long-term survival in the 
Phoenix area is tied to an ambitious arena and entertainment district 
proposal in Tempe, and as long as that remains in the works the NHL 
commissioner is comfortable with short-term stopgaps. 

“It’s not going to be two weeks, but it’s not going to be two years,” 
Bettman said. “If there’s no prospect of a new building, then we’re going 
to have to focus with ownership on what makes sense. But as long as 
there is a realistic possibility in the nearer term of a new arena in the right 
place, we think that there’s a tremendous opportunity for that vibrant 
market.” 

Phoenix is the fifth-largest city in the United States. It produced one of 
the NHL’s most electric players in Auston Matthews, who was compelled 
to become the first member of his family to pick up a hockey stick after 
attending a Coyotes game when he was young. There are now multiple 
NHL-calibre prospects following in his footsteps. 

As much as anxious hockey fans in Quebec or Houston might quibble 
with the NHL’s loyalty to Arizona, there is plenty of logic behind it. 

The most pressing issue for the Coyotes is finding somewhere to play 
next season, because their lease with the city of Glendale at Gila River 
Arena is expiring. They’ve negotiated a deal that would see them pay 
$19.7 million (U.S.) to build NHL-calibre dressing room and workout 
facilities adjacent to the new arena at Arizona State University. 

That three-year deal, which includes the opportunity to extend beyond 
2025 on a year-by-year basis, must be approved by the university’s 
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board of regents. It’s due to be discussed when they meet Thursday and 
Friday. 

The Coyotes’ ability to generate revenue will be significantly impacted by 
playing out of such a small venue, although Bettman said the league had 
modelling which suggested they could make more than they have been 
at the sparsely attended Gila River Arena. The organization is hoping 
that an intimate venue might become a draw in itself, especially since it’s 
located a few miles from where its new arena could be built. 

If anything, Bettman sounded more of an alarm about the state of the 
league’s Canadian teams, because of the hit they’re taking by being 
forced to play games with reduced crowds due to pandemic health 
restrictions. 

The most adversely affected by those is the Ottawa Senators, who have 
11 home games scheduled at Canadian Tire Centre with capacity limited 
to 500 fans. They were one of the teams that considered moving games 
to the U.S. 

Remember that the Senators have twice refinanced debt over the last 
decade, most recently completing a $125-million financing in June 2018. 
They’ve since seen revenue drastically reduced during a pandemic that’s 
run almost two years. 

Asked if he had concerns about the Senators, Bettman answered the 
question in broader terms. 

“All of the clubs that can’t have full capacity are losing lots of money,” he 
said. “I don’t have concerns about a club going out of business. You 
know, it’s not unlike what we’ve been through the last couple of years. 
Completing the ’19-20 season and then doing the ’20-21 season — it 
cost a lot of money, OK? On average we lost $50 million a club, maybe. 
Some more, some less. 

“Adding this for some clubs on top of it isn’t great.” 

When Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill Daly recently met with 
government officials from Quebec, they told them there were no 
franchises available for relocation. That doesn’t appear to have changed, 
even with some of the lingering uncertainty. 

You wouldn’t expect Coyotes owner Alex Meruelo to spend money on the 
ASU arena upgrades if he had thoughts of moving the team elsewhere. 
And he’s still got top NHL officials in his corner. 

“I mean, hockey has done very well at all levels in Arizona, particularly 
since the Coyotes were there,” said Bettman. “Just ask Auston 
Matthews.” 

Kadri’s contract 

Nazem Kadri has never lacked for belief. 

While some might view his lightning-bolt season as a shock or surprise, 
Kadri always felt this was possible. He was a big scorer in junior and put 
up consecutive 32-goal seasons for the Maple Leafs, so why couldn’t 
there be more? 

He comes out of the all-star break in the thick of the NHL’s scoring race 
and intends to take that belief to the bank. Kadri is set to become an 
unrestricted free agent this summer after completing a value contract 
signed with the Leafs that paid him $4.5 million on average for six years. 

Needless to say, he’s in line for a raise and arguably a significant one. 

“I’ve worked hard for this, man. I’ve waited a long time,” Kadri said in Las 
Vegas during all-star weekend. “I think I’ve earned it.” 

Placing a value on Kadri will be difficult. 

He’s 31 and in his 12th NHL season. And he’s currently one point shy of 
his career-best 61 points after just 41 games. 

The biggest change from previous seasons is an assist rate that has 
gone through the roof, which can probably be explained in part by all of 
the talent he shares the ice with in Colorado. But Kadri is also playing 

more minutes and generating more shots than at any prior point in his 
career, and he’s scored 19 goals on a not-unreasonable 13.5 per cent 
shooting percentage. 

It appears to be more than just good luck. 

“I mean, I’m obviously getting some great bounces, but I’m trying to earn 
those as well,” said Kadri. “The power play’s been clicking. I’m playing 
with great players that make it easy for me and bring the best out of me, 
because they’re so good. I feel like I’ve got to step my game up and be 
good, too.” 

As much as Kadri prides himself on staying in the moment, he’s also 
looking ahead to the summer. He recently changed agents from Brian 
MacDonald to Darren Ferris, and Ferris is known for taking negotiations 
to the wall. 

He counts Mitch Marner and Taylor Hall among his clients and will be 
taking the best season of Kadri’s career to market in July. 

“I just felt like it was time,” Kadri said of the switch. “Throughout my 
career I feel like I’ve given myself an opportunity to explore. I’ve had the 
same agent for a long, long time now and I just wanted to see what else 
was out there for me. 

“That’s all.” 

#AskCJ 

Over/under 2.5 #Canucks roster players traded by deadline? 

@5Canuckss 

With a Jim Rutherford-run team, you always take the over. The new 
regime wants to start reshaping the roster, and the first place they’ll start 
is shipping players out to trim cap space. 

While FLA chills for the next 10 days, the Leafs play 4 of their games in 
hand. Can the Leafs finish first in the Atlantic Division? 

@Wardo44 

They can finish first, yes, but I don’t think it’s likely they will. The Panthers 
are the real deal and Tampa isn’t going anywhere, either. Plus the more 
compressed schedule is a challenge to navigate. 

Do you think the Leafs organization plans to bring training camp back to 
Newfoundland? If so, “CJ Show Live” from downtown St. John’s? 

@dylanmurphy329 

Dylan, let’s manifest this into reality. It makes a ton of sense with the 
organization’s ECHL affiliate based in your fine city, and the Leafs’ 
experience during the 2020 training camp was fantastic. If the team 
returns, the “CJ Show” will be there, too! 

Favourite Olympic sport to watch? Hockey excluded. 

@bbailer 

For Winter Games, I enjoy the chaos of short-track speedskating. During 
the Summer Games, I’m a big fan of the track events and marathon. 

On a scale from 1 to Pete DeBoer, how hard did you get after it this 
weekend? 

@CakesNick 

I definitely didn’t go full DeBoer. I had more work to do than Pete! 

Tidbits 

Two teams were mentioned most often in an anecdotal poll of all-stars 
about who should be considered the Stanley Cup favourite: Florida and 
Vegas … Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour described the 
Panthers as a “juggernaut” … The player Matthews was most excited to 
meet in Vegas? Evgeny Kuznetsov … Honest response from Steven 
Stamkos on why he hopes the Tampa Bay Lightning are once again 
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buyers at the trade deadline: “It’s easy for us to dismiss draft picks 
because we’re probably not going to be around when they come through. 
We want to win right now.” … Funny response from seven-time all-star 
Claude Giroux, who listed the hardest shot and fastest skater as his 
favourite skills competition events: “I’ll never be a part of it, because I 
don’t shoot hard and I don’t skate fast.” … The Pittsburgh Penguins are 
expected to be Boston’s opponent in the 2023 Winter Classic at Fenway 
Park … Jack Eichel is close to getting medical clearance to play. The 
Golden Knights need to clear almost $10 million in cap space before he 
can be activated from long-term injured reserve … Kyle Davidson, Eric 
Tulsky and Scott Mellanby have interviewed for the Chicago Blackhawks 
open GM post. The team is expected to make a decision quickly … The 
Coyotes are willing to take on contracts in exchange for future assets 
before the trade deadline … Connor McDavid on chasing another scoring 
title: “I truthfully do not care about the scoring race. I don’t really care 
where guys are at. I want to win games.” 

C.J.’s Top Five 

As we move into the second half of the season, the March 21 trade 
deadline takes on more focus. Here are the five expected buyers most 
worth keeping an eye on: 

1. Colorado The Avs went 15-0-2 heading into the all-star break and still 
believe they need to add multiple pieces. Don’t be surprised if a goalie is 
one of them. 

2. Carolina The Hurricanes have accrued a bit of cap space and are in 
the market for a defenceman. 

3. Edmonton No GM is arguably under more pressure than Ken Holland, 
who can’t let another prime McDavid/Draisaitl season go to waste. 

4. Tampa Bay Julien BriseBois turned big deadline trades into Stanley 
Cups the last two years. He’s going for the hat trick. 

5. Toronto The Leafs are running low on cap space and 2022 draft picks, 
but they’re all-in on chasing a title. 

Parting thought 

The all-star games may not be memorable, but the all-star weekends are. 
It was great seeing so many of the sport’s top players relaxed and 
enjoying themselves in Las Vegas. They showed plenty of personality, 
too. Viewed in the proper context, all-star remains an important event for 
the NHL. 
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Hurricanes - Leafs Game Night 

 

Lance Hornby Publishing date:Feb 06, 2022  

 

CAROLINA HURRICANES (31-9-2) at MAPLE LEAFS (29-10-3) 

Monday, 7 p.m., Scotiabank Arena 

TV: Sportsnet; Radio: TSN 1050 

WHY WATCH? 

MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL 

Both No. 1 goalies, Jack Campbell and Frederik Andersen, have been 
travelling to and from Vegas and so appear to be getting an extra day’s 
rest. That puts the focus on special teams, chiefly Toronto’s No. 1 power 
play against the league’s top penalty killers. 

Dean Chynoweth used to run Carolina’s kill until moving to the Leafs staff 
where he has brought them from bottom to top 10. 

“It’s going to be tight on special teams and the team that gets that edge 
would be at a great advantage,” Toronto head coach Sheldon Keefe said. 
“We’ll have to be ready to execute against a challenging penalty kill and 
power play.” 

POINTS LEADERS 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Auston Matthews 39 29 22 51 +7 

John Tavares 41 17 23 40 +1 

William Nylander 42 17 23 40 +1 

CAROLINA 

GP G A PTS +/- 

Sebastian Aho 39 19 26 58 +15 

Andrei Svechnikov 39 16 22 38 +12 

Tony DeAngelo 35 7 26 32 +13 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Power play 

Toronto: 30.5% (1st) 

Carolina: 25.0% (8th) 

Penalty kill 

Toronto: 84.4% (3rd) 

Carolina: 89% (1st) 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE HURRICANES 

1. Leading the Metro (and the league) with a .762 points percentage 
does not mean the Hurricanes can sit still. The Rangers and Penguins 
are right with them and at present, a wildcard playoff matchup would be 
the Capitals or Bruins, neither a pushover. There could be some roster 
tinkering, such as adding a defenceman. 

2. Sebastian Aho won the target shooting at the all-star skills competition 
and could reach the 40-goal mark for the first time. But he has just four 
goals since New Year‘s Day and two in 12 games versus Toronto. 

3. Rod Brind’Amour, the Jack Adams coach of the year last season and 
another deserving all-star game participant, is one of the most frank, 
respected and details-oriented mentors, a big reason why the Canes are 
doing well. His last time in Toronto was the David Ayres EBUG win. 
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Maple Leafs GM Dubas can't rest on first half laurels 

 

Lance Hornby Publishing date:Feb 06, 2022   

 

Kyle Dubas could have been allowed a brief ‘I told you so’ moment. 

After a first half when his Maple Leafs overcame a slow start and scrutiny 
of their high-priced stars to get on the playoff trail in a tough division, 
Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander, John Tavares, 
Morgan Rielly and Jack Campbell permeate the NHL leaderboard on a 
.700 team. 
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But the core players’ futures — and that of their general manager — 
remain heavily dependent on a strong second semester to set up winning 
conditions in May and avoid more talk of summer changes. Dubas 
acknowledged as much in Sunday’s mid-season media conference. 

“The beginning of this year, we struggled, went on that (Pittsburgh-
Carolina-Chicago) trip and it was ugly. But you learn so much about the 
people you’re with. We came off a disappointing playoff and with all that 
history and the way the season went, the negativity that starts to swirl, it 
would’ve have been easy for the guys to pack it in. 

“Not only did they find a way to stabilize, they used it to get everything 
back on track. And any time (since) that we’ve had rough water, like a 
couple of weeks ago in New York, we’ve been able to shut it down and 
come into the break winning five in a row. 

“Now, we’re just trying to get further development from the rest of the 
group, get the most out of them, while trying to help push our best 
players to step up and roll.” 

NO AMERICAN LEAFS 

Carefully choosing his words, Dubas indicated the Leafs aren’t the 
Canadian team or among the teams that commissioner Gary Bettman 
said has asked to move their home games to the U.S. to avoid COVID-19 
rules and salvage some revenue. 

“For better or worse, this is home for us,” Dubas said of Scotiabank being 
empty again Monday when Carolina visits. “Then we’re going to Calgary 
and Vancouver where they’re allowed 50% capacity. Next week we 
(host) Pittsburgh and St. Louis. Those should be jam-packed games, but 
we’re following directions of health authorities. Nothing I say will sway 
that.”   

Moving games at this stage seems unfeasible. Ottawa is believed to be 
the club that made the most noise about requesting a switch.   

“It’s tough to ask our players and their families to pick up and leave or 
have our players leave when kids are in school,” Dubas added. “We’ll 
look forward to getting through these next three games, then to 50% and 
100% (capacity) in the playoffs.” 

MUZZIN STATUS MUDDLED 

Matthews, Campbell and MLSE staff at the all-star game in Vegas were 
on a private jet that made it back from Las Vegas in time for Sunday’s 
fully attended practice. 

Defenceman Jake Muzzin participated, but may not yet be fully 
recovered from a concussion that has bothered him the past few weeks. 
Coach Sheldon Keefe saw no issues Sunday in full contact drills, but 
would not commit to using Muzzin Monday. 

“Concussions can be finicky,” Muzzin said. 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Dubas has faith in the Muzzin-Justin Holl combo, despite their off-and-on 
struggles, complicated by Muzzin’s injury. “It’s nice when the players are 
at their best every single game, but I personally learn more from how 
they handle it when they aren’t going well,” Dubas said of Holl. “And I’ve 
known Jake a long time (since The Soo). The one thing about Jake, 
when people start to count him out or it looks like he’s starting to fade, 
he’s competitive, has a lot of pride and he’s able to find his way back” … 
The GM was non-committal to giving Josh Ho-Sang an NHL deal when 
he comes back from the Olympics, but did praise his comeback season 
with the Marlies and agreed the forward would be hard to ignore if he 
lights it up for Team Canada in China. “It’s exciting we have a number of 
players at the Olympics,” Dubas said. “And we have a lot of guys pushing 
with the Marlies.” 
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With trade deadline weeks away, Dubas wants to see what a full Maple 
Leafs lineup can accomplish 

 

Terry Koshan, Publishing date:Feb 06, 2022 

 

Kyle Dubas is going to take the long view with the Maple Leafs. 

The Leafs’ general manager doesn’t have much choice. 

With six weeks to go before the National Hockey League trade deadline 
hits on March 21, Dubas said on Sunday that he wants to see what a 
complete Leafs roster can accomplish before he makes any decisions 
regarding where the team could be improved via trade. 

As the Leafs practised at the Ford Performance Centre after the all-star 
break, the lone health-related question mark involved defenceman Jake 
Muzzin, who is working his way back from a concussion. 

Muzzin likely will get back into the lineup on Thursday in Calgary against 
the Flames, and as long as there are no further injuries, Dubas will go 
further into evaluation mode. 

“We haven’t yet had any stretch with the team that we thought we were 
going to have when we started out,” Dubas said. “I’d like to give our team 
a chance to roll as constructed, if we can get there. If not, I we’ll have to 
take as much of the information as we have and use that to dictate what 
we want to do.” 

Perhaps, but Dubas knows what he has in the Leafs, and we can’t 
imagine a full lineup, no matter how many games it has together, would 
present true revelations to the man who built the team. 

The Leafs have had injuries to endure and were hit hard by COVID, yet 
come out of the all-star break with a points percentage of .726, fourth-
best in the NHL. 

Dubas has constructed a group that has been resilient during the 2021-
22 regular season, and while it has had some bumps during games, has 
continued to win the majority of them. 

The Leafs’ best players have been their best players, there is solid depth, 
and if you take Nick Ritchie out of the equation (and the Leafs have for 
now, as the winger will join the Toronto Marlies later this week), Dubas 
got it right on his off-season additions, including Michael Bunting, Ondrej 
Kase and David Kampf. We’re still waiting to witness what a fully healthy 
Petr Mrazek can do in a larger sample size. 

Dubas wants to see what young defencemen Rasmus Sandin and 
Timothy Liljegren do with “a longer runway” in the coming weeks, and 
how they play could sway Dubas in the days before the deadline. 

The rub for Dubas is the salary cap. Unless Dubas decides to unload a 
contract or two, adding a player who could make a significant difference 
would be difficult. During the off-season, maybe it would have made 
sense to move a player such as Kerfoot and his $3.5-million US cap hit. 
Not now. 

Some space would open if an injured player went on long-term injured 
reserve, but no one in the Leafs front office is hoping a player gets hurt to 
that extent. 

“I’d love to be able to say ‘This is the one thing we’re going to specifically 
need’ but because the cap space is limited, when you go out and acquire 
somebody, you’re probably done at that point,” Dubas said. “Injury or 
ineffective play or something that glaringly stands out as a need may also 
enter the fray. That’s how we’ll have to adjust course, because we 
probably don’t have a whole lot of bullets in the chamber. We’re going to 
have to pick and choose as we set our sights.” 

Dubas noted his preference is to add players with term as he has in the 
past (Muzzin in 2019 and Jack Campbell in 2020 are two), but the flat 
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cap going forward will make that option more difficult. With more time 
between the deadline and the end of the season on April 29 than there 
was last season, Dubas said he would be a bit more open to acquiring 
players on expiring contracts. 

And though Dubas would prefer to keep his draft picks, they could make 
their way onto the table if required. 

What we know with certainty is that Dubas and his staff will leave no 
stone unturned as they try to find ways to make improvements prior to 
March 21. As great as the Leafs’ record is, there is no better top-three in 
an NHL division than the Atlantic, with Florida, Tampa Bay and Toronto. 
As such, advancing in the playoffs will be arduous. 

“We’re in a mode now where we’re trying to win,” Dubas said.  “As I’ve 
stated repeatedly, I’ve got a lot of belief in the group. But in terms of 
whether we’ll add to it, we want to take as much time as we can and use 
that to our benefit before deciding to do anything.” 
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Monday Morning Leafs Report: Kyle Dubas says Leafs will be aggressive 
(if necessary) at the trade deadline 

 

By Jonas Siegel Feb 7, 2022 

 

During his annual midseason meetup with media on Sunday afternoon, 
Leafs GM Kyle Dubas stressed he wanted to get a closer look at his 
team — in full — before he swung into dealmaker mode for the March 21 
deadline. 

“We haven’t yet had any stretch with the team that we thought we were 
going to have when we started out,” Dubas said. “I’d like to give our team 
a chance to roll as constructed, if we can get there.” 

It’s admittedly wishful thinking from the Leafs GM. 

Not long before Ilya Mikheyev finally debuted in December, Mitch Marner 
hurt his shoulder. Then when Marner returned, Ondrej Kase got hurt. 
Then protocol struck for Marner and Pierre Engvall. Then Kase and 
Justin Holl. Then Jake Muzzin suffered a concussion. 

Like any team, the Leafs will be lucky to see all the parts working 
together, as intended, at any one time. 

Without saying so exactly, Dubas more or less confirmed the Leafs will 
approach the trade deadline as aggressively as ever — whether it’s to fix 
that apparent need on the back end or shore up whatever other 
weakness crops up in the weeks to come, be it because of injuries or 
poor play. 

Last season, Dubas made waves when he answered with a simple “yes” 
in regards to the team’s willingness to trade a top prospect. That same 
stance — all in, if you so choose — is self-evident once more given the 
stakes of the upcoming playoffs for both the Leafs and for Dubas. 

Dubas said he was open to moving more draft picks if need be — even in 
2022. The Leafs have only three picks left for the draft in Montreal — a 
first, a second, and a seventh — after selecting only three times in 2021. 

“We’re in a mode now where we’re trying to win,” Dubas said. “So, if we 
have to deal from that pool to do something that we can think can help 
us, great. Ideally, I’d like to keep the picks. We’re trying not to be a short-
term (contender) or confine ourselves to any window, and we’re not 
gonna be able to just pick in the second and fifth round every time and 
find players that produce.” 

But if that’s what it took to get a deal done and upgrade the roster, so be 
it. As it should be for a team in the Leafs position. A 2022 selection, even 
a first-rounder, is likely years away from helping the Leafs. If that pick 
nabs a player who helps now, as the Leafs try to end more than five 
decades of championship futility, then it has to be on the table. 

Nor, Dubas said, would the Leafs be averse to dealing for players on 
expiring contracts — even after last season’s series of misfires. Dubas 
reiterated that, ideally, the Leafs would trade for players with term on 
their contracts — and trade for them as early as possible, leaving as 
much runway in the regular season for them to acclimate. 

The acquisitions of Muzzin and Jack Campbell were ideal that way, he 
said. “That’s my preference,” Dubas went on. “Since that (those trades 
were made), in the past two years, being able to execute that way, with 
the flat cap and the way our team is constructed, has proven to be 
difficult.” 

Jake Muzzin. (Mark J. Rebilas / USA Today) 

Which puts rentals on the table — again. As they should be, again, for a 
team with Stanley Cup aspirations and some core players either on the 
wrong side of 30 (Muzzin, John Tavares, T.J. Brodie) or inching closer to 
the end of their contracts (Auston Matthews, William Nylander). 

Dubas felt the Leafs were stung as much by time as anything when it 
came to the additions of Nick Foligno, Riley Nash, Ben Hutton and David 
Rittich at last year’s deadline. Mandatory quarantines meant those 
players, Foligno above all, had very little space to acclimate. 

That wouldn’t be an issue this time around, the Leafs GM pointed out. 
Quarantines have disappeared and there’s about six weeks from the 
deadline until the end of the regular season. 

The Leafs can proceed in whatever way they choose without quite so 
many hurdles. 

Full squad or not, it’s pretty clear where the Leafs might be vulnerable 
and that’s on their second defensive pairing, what with the struggles of 
Muzzin and until recently, Holl. 

Dubas didn’t deny the reality that both hadn’t lived up to expectations. 

He did go out of his way to praise Holl’s recent turnaround (more on that 
in a second) and expressed belief in Muzzin’s ability to do the same 
whenever he returns to game action. 

“The one thing about Jake Muzzin is that, especially when I think people 
start to count him out, or people think that he’s starting to fade, he’s very 
competitive and he has a lot of pride and he’s able to find his way back,” 
Dubas said. 

A lack of cap space (not to mention clear roster spots in question), 
means the Leafs might only be able to make one acquisition — i.e. that 
defender for the second pair, if the Muzzin-Holl connection doesn’t take. 

“We’re gonna have to pick and choose as we set our sights,” Dubas said. 

Five Points 

1. Pointing up 

Dubas was proud of how Holl appeared to be turning around his season. 

“I thought he’s been one of our most consistent players,” Dubas said of 
Holl’s recent play before the All-Star break. “He just goes out, plays, does 
his thing, performs as you would expect him to.” 

Over the last seven games, the Leafs have outscored teams 11-3 when 
Holl was on the ice. The underlying numbers, as we detailed last week, 
have been A-OK. 

The bigger question mark, suddenly, is Muzzin, who looks like he’ll miss 
a seventh consecutive game (concussion) when the Hurricanes come to 
town on Monday night. 
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What kind of player will Muzzin be when he gets back? It’s one of the 
biggest questions of the second half for the Leafs, if not the biggest. 
(That or Campbell and whether he can regain his early-season form.) 

First-half Muzzin looked creaky and made unusually poor decisions. 

The Leafs need second-half Muzzin, who will 33 later this month, to be 
reliable once more — to be the stopper and lifter of boats defensively. 

Anything less raises real questions about the viability of a deep playoff 
run. 

2. A hot streak, yes, but… 

Mitch Marner is shooting a blistering 30 percent during his career-best 
seven-game goal streak, during which he’s scored eight times — four at 
even strength, three on the power play, and one shorthanded. 

He is unmistakably hot right now (or was before the All-Star break). 

Marner has also clearly changed his process, a little. Namely, he’s 
shooting the puck (and hitting the net) more than he did before. 

Marner shooting 

PER 60 MINUTES FIRST 26 GP LAST 7 GP 

5/5 

Shots 

6.1 

11.2 

Attempts 

13.2 

16.5 

PP 

Shots 

9.0 

12.9 

Attempts 

25.5 

20.6 

Overall 

Shots 

7.0 

11.1 

Attempts 

15.2 

16.4 

Marner was intent on shooting the puck more after he returned from a 
stint in protocol last month. 

“I just find I’m getting into open spots and I’m not afraid to shoot it,” 
Marner said. “I think before maybe I would hold onto it an extra second, 
try to find another play or find something else. But right now, I’m just 
trying — when (the puck) touches my stick, if I can’t one-time it, grip it 
and rip it.” 

Mitch Marner. (Tom Horak / USA Today) 

3. An elite PK 

The Leafs enter the unofficial second half with the third-best penalty kill in 
the NHL (84.4 percent). 

It’s been a long time since the Leafs have had a PK that good. You’d 
have to go back all the way to the 2012-13 season for a top-five entry. 
The Randy Carlyle Leafs ranked second that year, albeit in a 48-game 
season. 

The last time the franchise was top-five in an 82-game season: 2002-03. 

It’s mostly been bad — real bad. 

It feels like credit for the improvement has to go first to Dean Chynoweth, 
the first-year assistant running the unit following three seasons at the 
helm of a similarly dominant Carolina Hurricanes unit. 

Chynoweth’s aggressive approach has the Leafs right near the top of the 
league in just about every underlying defensive metric short-handed — 
shots, unblocked shot attempts, scoring chances, expected goals. 

“First of all, he’s very prepared and has our group very prepared every 
day to know what to expect from the opposition,” Keefe said. “And he’s 
stayed on top of the details of our penalty kill, whether that’s the 
collective units or working with guys individually. He’s brought a good 
plan right from the beginning of the offseason, and meeting with us as a 
staff, and then onto the players themselves.” 

The Leafs only rank 12th in short-handed save percentage, so this isn’t 
strictly a goaltending bonfire. 

This group doesn’t take many penalties, which doesn’t hurt either. The 
Leafs have been short-handed 115 times, tied for third-fewest in the 
league. 

Also due major credit for the PK breakout: David Kampf. 

Check out these numbers: 

Leafs PK forwards 

PLAYER TOI FA/60 SA/60 GA/60 XGA/60 

David Kampf 

102.8 

58.4 

42.0 

2.9 

5.2 

Ondrej Kase 

41.0 

58.5 

41.0 

2.9 

5.3 

Mitchell Marner 

64.1 

60.8 

42.1 

4.7 

5.5 

Pierre Engvall 

37.6 
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65.5 

43.1 

9.6 

6.3 

Alexander Kerfoot 

77.9 

69.4 

53.2 

9.3 

6.7 

Kampf has been on the ice for only five power-play goals against, despite 
leading the forwards with over 100 minutes short-handed. 

His smarts, speed, and faceoff prowess have made him a real asset 
there. 

4. The franchise record 

Will Matthews break Rick Vaive’s single-season franchise goal record? 

This feels like it should be a bigger storyline than it is. Maybe it will be as 
Matthews inches closer to Vaive’s record of 54 goals. 

Matthews needs to score 26 goals over the final 40 games to set the 
Leafs’ new single-season mark, or about 0.65 per game. Over the past 
two and a half seasons, Matthews has scored about 0.73 goals per 
game. 

He’s right around that mark so far this season — with 29 goals in 39 
games (0.75). 

Matthews already owns three of the top 25 goal-scoring seasons in Leafs 
history, including the seventh-best mark of 47 goals — tied with Tavares 
during the 2018-19 season and Lanny McDonald way back in 1977-78. 

Matthews already has the top adjusted goal-scoring season in modern 
Leafs history, and three of the top 10 (including the current one, which is 
obviously ongoing). 

RANK PLAYER SEASON ADJUSTED GOALS 

1 

Babe Dye 

1924-25 

68 

2 

Auston Matthews 

2020-21 

63 

3 

Charlie Conacher 

1930-31 

62 

4 

Charlie Conacher 

1931-32 

60 

5 

Charlie Conacher 

1934-35 

59 

6 

Ace Bailey 

1928-29 

58 

7 

Auston Matthews 

2021-22 

57 

8 

Auston Matthews 

2019-20 

56 

9 

Charlie Conacher 

1933-34 

55 

10 

Frank Mahovlich 

1960-61 

52 

A chase for the Leafs’ actual crown sure would add a fun little wrinkle to 
the second half. 

5. Pointing sideways 

Asked about Nick Ritchie during his availability, Dubas noted a lack of 
early puck luck for the 26-year-old, as well as the emergence of Michael 
Bunting and Engvall. (Ritchie is shooting under four percent, by the way.) 

“Do I wish every player that we signed worked out perfectly? Of course,” 
Dubas said. “I just don’t think the story is done at this point for any of 
those players that are in our system or we’ve signed that it hasn’t worked 
out yet for.” 

Ritchie will hook up with the Marlies this week. 

Things I Think I Think 

Sheldon Keefe should use the second half to audition new third wheels 
for Tavares and Nylander. It’s time now, or very soon anyway. 

It was a quiet January for the two stars, who played almost entirely 
alongside Alex Kerfoot. 

Over the last 10 games, Tavares and Nylander have collected two five-
on-five points apiece. The Leafs with more in that stretch: Matthews, 
Marner, Bunting, Kerfoot, Engvall, Morgan Rielly, Mikheyev, Holl, Jason 
Spezza, and Kampf. 

The connection between Tavares, Nylander and Kerfoot has come to feel 
a little stale, not unlike last season. 

Keefe appears intent on giving the trio at least one more look after the 
All-Star break. 
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If sparks don’t fly in a hurry, he should give Mikheyev meaningful run 
there, as was the plan before the season. That trio was unimpressive 
over about 74 minutes last season. This feels like a slightly different, 
more dangerous Mikheyev. 

Ilya Mikheyev and Alex Kerfoot. (Dan Hamilton / USA Today) 

If Mikheyev doesn’t stick, why not give Kase a try? He’s yet to spend 
much time at all with Tavares this season but thrived with Matthews and 
Bunting at various points because of his puck-hunting and creativity. 

Keefe faced a similar issue last season, plugging and playing a variety of 
wingers, including Kerfoot, with Tavares and Nylander. Nothing stuck — 
until Alex Galchenyuk emerged from nowhere and found a home there. 

It’s time to see what else might work. 

Object of Curiosity 

A pick for cap space? 

Media mogul Chris Johnston reported recently for TSN that the Arizona 
Coyotes would be open to swallowing up bad contracts if it netted them 
future assets. 

So, I wonder, should the Leafs be amenable to sending something of 
value to the desert to scratch Ritchie’s $2.5 million cap hit off the books 
— for this season and next? Certainly not the first or second rounders in 
2022. That’s much too costly. A mid-round pick in 2023 or 2024, though? 
A lower-end prospect. That feels like it’s worth considering. 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.07.2022 

1234726 Ottawa Senators 

 

SNAPSHOTS: The Senators have studied the option of switching home 
games with U.S. teams 

 

Bruce Garrioch, Publishing date: Feb 06, 2022 

 

The frustration and the losses at the gate will continue in a big way for 
the Ottawa Senators this week. 

Yes, the Senators should be excited about playing four games in six days 
this week at the Canadian Tire Centre starting with a visit by the New 
Jersey Devils on Monday, but with only 500 fans in the 18,652-seat 
building the club will hardly have any kind of home-ice advantage. 

Kicking off the all-star weekend with a state of the union address Friday 
at the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
warned that if the capacity limits aren’t lifted in some places in Canada, 
then games could be moved to the United States. 

“In that regard, not surprisingly, a number of Canadian clubs have asked 
about the possibility of playing their games somewhere else. That’s how 
troublesome and devastating it is for those clubs,” said Bettman. 

“It’s not something anybody wants to do or we’re actively encouraging. 
But if this continues much longer, it’s something we may actively 
consider.” 

Senators owner Eugene Melnyk will take a huge hit financially this week. 

No, the Devils on a Monday night in Ottawa aren’t a great draw, but 
Carolina is one of the NHL’s best teams. Sidney Crosby and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins are here Thursday, then it’s the Boston Bruins on 
Saturday afternoon. 

The Penguins and Bruins would have been good draws. 

That’s why league sources confirmed to Postmedia that Melnyk is among 
the Canadian owners that approached Bettman about playing some 

home games in the U.S. with the stringent rules in Ontario in place until 
March. 

Let’s make this clear: Under that scenario, the Senators wouldn’t pack up 
and move to Kansas City while waiting for Canada to allow 100% 
capacity. That wouldn’t be worth the expense or the logistics involved. 

Instead, what Melnyk and some other Canadian owners have 
approached Bettman and the league about is maybe swapping some 
dates with American teams where home-and-home series are involved. 

For example, instead of playing the New York Rangers in front of 500 
fans here on Feb. 20th maybe that game is played at Madison Square 
Garden. Under that scenario, the game scheduled for MSG on April 9 is 
moved here. 

The Leafs and Montreal Canadiens both had dates switched with 
American teams earlier this season, so it’s not like there’s no precedent 
in place. 

We’re not saying it will happen, but that’s what Bettman was suggesting 
when he tried to send a message to provincial health authorities on 
Friday. He and Melnyk have both held talks with Ontario Premier Doug 
Ford to express the frustration with the stringent capacity limits here for 
the Maple Leafs and Senators. 

The Senators and Leafs can host only 500 people in buildings that are 
more than 700,000 square feet. The limits, scheduled to be in place until 
Feb. 21, don’t make sense, and that’s Bettman is trying to put pressure 
on the governments in Canada to lift those immediately. 

Will the pressure tactics work? Probably not, but Bettman is trying to give 
the people who make the decisions in Canada something to think about. 

Senators president of business operations Anthony LeBlanc has a 
weekly call with provincial officials and the other teams in Ontario on 
Monday, so he may get some sort of update on where everything is 
headed this week. 

THE LAST WORDS 

There wasn’t an update on the status of centre Josh Norris , but the 
Senators remain confident he won’t be out long-term with a shoulder 
injury he suffered on Jan. 27. 

He received a second opinion on the injury from the surgeon in Michigan 
who performed a procedure on the same shoulder in 2019. General 
manager Pierre Dorion was confident in an interview with this newspaper 
last week that the shoulder is structurally sound. 

Dorion said if all goes well, Norris will be out in the three-to-four-week 
range. If that’s the case, he’ll be back sometime around the last week of 
February. 
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Help is on the way as the Senators return from all-star break 

 

Bruce Garrioch, Publishing date:Feb 06, 2022 

 

Reinforcements are on the way as the Ottawa Senators return from the 
NHL all-star break. 

While the Senators will be without top centre Josh Norris (shoulder) and 
winger Drake Batherson (ankle) for the foreseeable future, the club will 
have winger Connor Brown (jaw), centre Dylan Gambrell (upper body) 
and defenceman Nikita Zaitsev (heel) back against the New Jersey 
Devils Monday night. 
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The trio was on the ice Sunday at the Canadian Tire Centre when the 
Senators went for a skate before they start his back-to-back set of games 
against the Devils and Carolina Hurricanes Tuesday night at home. 

All three will help the club’s depth which has been put to the test as the 
Senators hit the midway point of the schedule with Game 41. 

Though captain Brady Tkachuk was given the day off after spending the 
weekend at the all-star festivities in Vegas, Brown, who missed 10 
games with the broken jaw he suffered after taking a puck in the face in 
warmup, skated on the right side of centre Nick Paul and winger Alex 
Formenton. 

Brown has five goals and 19 points in 26 games this season while 
playing a key role for the Senators. 

“It’s huge (to get Brown back), especially a right shot and a guy that can 
play in all situations,” coach D.J. Smith said Sunday. “Connor’s one of 
our leading point-getters, but also a guy who can play everywhere and 
play on every line. 

“It’s going to help us tremendously. On the back-to-back (before the 
break), we didn’t have enough guys going and Connor’s a guy I can 
move around to give us some better options.” 

The last time Brown suited up he had a goal and an assist on Jan. 13 
against the Flames at the Saddledome. A bounce off the crossbar on a 
shot by Thomas Chabot caught Brown in the face in warmup and he 
played the whole game because there wasn’t a whole lot in the way of 
pain. 

“I think (when it happened) I just kind of convinced myself (it wasn’t that 
bad) and you don’t really think anything of it,” Brown said. “I’ve taken 
some pucks to the face over the years and it always just kind of stings. 

“Your face kind of goes numb but halfway through the second the 
numbness was kind of going away and I could kind of feel it coming on. 
After the game, usually it’s getting better when it’s just a bruise but when 
it was getting worse I knew there was something wrong.” 

Brown went for an X-ray the morning after the game when the club was 
in Edmonton and that’s when he learned the jaw was broken. He’ll wear 
a face guard to protect the jaw area and has spent the last few weeks 
only eating soft foods because he can’t chew. 

“I’m still on soft food. That’s a mental grind not being able to eat. I’m 
looking forward to the six-week mark to have a burger or something,” 
Brown said. “My wife has been great, she’s been making casseroles, 
risotto and just about every soft food you can think of. I’ve been getting 
spoiled at home so that’s good.” 

He did get a nice gift from Chabot to help ease his pain. Brown joked the 
night he took the puck in the face that Chabot “owed him a bottle of wine” 
but gave him a lot more than that. 

“He got me a nice Louis Vitton backpack so that lifted the spirits for an 
afternoon,” said Brown with a laugh. “That was good. He’s a good man.” 

Now, Brown can put his teeth into trying to help the Senators have 
success. 

“The thing about Connor is he led the Marlies in scoring, he was a top 
scorer in the OHL, but he’s also been a checker, he’s been on the fourth-
line in Toronto when the games are on the line,” Smith said. 

“He’s played in all situations and he respects what those guys do who 
don’t get a lot of minutes and he also respects the fact when he gets to 
play on a top line. He’s a guy that’s come full circle in the NHL. He can 
play on any line, a great third-line or with the best players in the league.” 

Zaitsev skated with Chabot Sunday while Erik Brannstrom was in the 
third pairing with Josh Brown. 

“He and (Chabot) can play against anybody,” said Smith. “(Chabot’s) 
defensive play has certainly improved significantly in the last little bit. It 

also allows (Brannstrom) to be involved in the offensive side for some 
faceoffs. 

“Unfortunately for (Zaitsev), and people don’t talk about it enough, he 
gets a ton of defensive zone starts and he’s going to continue to do that. 
On the defensive side, Chabot can get a few more starts.” 

This will kick off a stretch of five games in seven days for the Senators 
and includes two sets of back-to-back games. There won’t be a lot of 
time for skates like Sunday from this point forward. 
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Tuukka Rask’s status the biggest Bruins question coming off the All-Star 
break 

 

By Kevin Paul,Updated February 6, 2022, 7:20 p.m. 

 

Et tu, Tuukka? 

The Bruins return to work Monday morning in Brighton fresh off their five-
day All-Star break, their goaltending the first order of business to get 
straight with a remaining regular-season calendar that calls for 39 games 
over 81 days. 

That’s certainly a workload worthy of three goalies, but that’s not how the 
netminding math works at the NHL level. One net is not comfortably 
divisible by three. 

Tuukka Rask, his return from offseason hip surgery anything but the 
shortest distance between two posts, was sidelined during the club’s 
three-game road trip , and then again at home Tuesday vs. Seattle. 

According to coach Bruce Cassidy, he was uncertain what Rask’s 
“setback” would portend in the immediate, and he did not rule out the 
suggestion the 34-year-old backstop could report to AHL Providence for 
a conditioning tuneup. 

“He’d have to agree to that,” noted Cassidy. 

If Rask is willing to take that one step back, the WannaBs play Rochester 
on Friday in Providence, and they’re also at home twice next weekend 
(Friday, Sunday). Any or all of those would be good chances to build 
back his form. 

It’s also possible Rask healed up during the recent rest and rehab, and 
will be good to go again when the lights flip on at Warrior Arena. If so, 
Cassidy would be expected to move forward, beginning with Tuesday’s 
visit by the Penguins, with his Linus Ullmark-Rask tandem, and rookie 
Jeremy Swayman would be optioned back to Providence. 

Prior to leaving for the break, Cassidy was short on specifics, but made it 
sound as if Rask was experiencing unexpected issues related to summer 
surgery on his hip labrum. Rask was confident, upon his first start back 
with the varsity Jan. 13, that he was fully healed and expected all — 
other than some expected hiccups due to rust and timing — to be fine. 

Tuukka Rask has occasionally felt the heat since he returned to the 
Bruins, going 2-2 in four starts. 

Tuukka Rask has occasionally felt the heat since he returned to the 
Bruins, going 2-2 in four starts.Jim Davis/ 

Globe Staff In his four starts, Rask didn’t appear to be laboring, unlike 
both playoff rounds last spring vs. the Capitals and Islanders. But overall, 
his game was dull, with bloated numbers (2-2-0, 4.28 goals against, .844 
save percentage). 

Those point to Ullmark and Swayman being the duo this week, with 
games against the Penguins, Hurricanes (Thursday), and Senators 
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(Saturday). The net would be covered, and Rask allowed the time to iron 
out issues, be it during practice sessions here and/or games with the 
WannaBs. 

It looks like that is where he should have started. 

Back of the back-line pack 

The Bruins used 11 defensemen in the first half. A large number, for 
sure, but in line with Florida (11), Tampa Bay (11), and Toronto (10) in 
division. 

The other three clubs have squeezed more offense out of their back line 
crew. Through 43 games, the Black-and-Gold blue liners cobbled 
together a 21-58—79 line, trailing the Panthers (25-105—113), Lightning 
(21-92—113), and Leafs (13-73—86), just as they do in the Atlantic. 

Still without peer 

Captain Patrice Bergeron, the lone Bruins rep in Las Vegas during All-
Star weekend, remains a marvel at the faceoff dot. Patrice the Thief, 36, 
leads the league in total faceoffs (973), as well as wins (613) and 
success rate (63.0 percent). 

It’s the last that matters most, of course, and among the 11 other players 
who’ve taken a minimum 750 faceoffs, the closest to Bergeron has been 
Chicago’s Jonathan Toews (58.6), followed by LA’s Anze Kopitar (56.5) 
and St. Louis’s Ryan O’Reilly (56.4). 

Patrice Bergeron was the lone member of the Bruins to play at the NHL 
All-Star Game this past weekend. 

Patrice Bergeron was the lone member of the Bruins to play at the NHL 
All-Star Game this past weekend.David Becker/Getty 

Like the rest of the league, the Bruins’ centers have some catching up to 
do. No. 4 center Tomas Nosek was the best of the supporting cast, 
delivering at 53.2 pct. Erik Haula, the No. 2 pivot since Jan. 1, clocked in 
at 50.8. Charlie Coyle, the third-line pivot, struggled at 46.9. 

Tests take a holiday 

Haula is expected back on the job Monday morning after missing last 
Sunday’s trip-closer in Dallas when he tested positive for COVID . . . Like 
the rest of the league, the Bruins will undergo their final team-wide 
COVID screen prior to Monday’s workout, with all subsequent team-
administered testing only for players and staff who present with 
symptoms . . . Cassidy moved struggling Craig Smith around the order 
during the road trip, and the veteran right winger connected for the lone 
goal in Sunday’s loss in Dallas before going without a point again 
Tuesday in the trimming of the Kraken. Assuming Cassidy restores the 
Taylor Hall-Haula-David Pastrnak trio, that would mean Smith returns to 
first-line duty with Brad Marchand and Bergeron or slips down to ride with 
Jake DeBrusk and Coyle. The No. 1 RW spot then would be filled by 
either Nick Foligno (due back from injury) or Oskar Steen . . . Marchand 
had two assists against Seattle, but it was obvious he was hindered by 
the shoulder injury he sustained Jan. 20 vs. Washington. No one stood to 
benefit more from the break than Marchand, who closed out the first half 
yet again tops in scoring on the team (21-28—49). With a team-high 55 
penalty minutes, the Li’l Ball O’Hate also is on course to post his first 
100-plus PIM season. 
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BHN Puck Links: Plenty Of Former Boston Bruins At Olympics 

 

Published 8 hours ago on February 6, 2022 By Joe Haggerty  

 

Plenty of former Boston Bruins getting ready to suit up for Olympic teams 
in Beijing as the NHL gets ready to resume after NHL All-Star weekend, 
including David Krejci for the Czech Republic. Krejci unfortunately tested 
positive for COVID-19 this week and that means he may be sitting out to 
start the world’s greatest hockey tournament. 

But there are plenty of other familiar names participating in the Winter 
Games this month. 

Kenny Agostino and Steve Kampfer headline the list as Team USA 
participants with Kampfer obviously a longstanding Boston Bruins that 
played 113 games in parts of five seasons with the Black and Gold 
before leaving for the KHL this season. 

The 29-year-old Agostino spent a year in Boston as a depth forward and 
was also playing in the KHL this season. The pride of Marshfield, David 
Warsofsky, is also on the Team USA roster after spending time at both 
Boston University and the Bruins in his hockey career before moving on 
to Germany where he’s currently playing. Aaron Ness is a current 
Providence Bruins player that will also be skating with the Americans 
after posting nine assists and a plus-2 rating in 31 games with the P-
Bruins this season. 

There are others, of course: Peter Cehlarik (Slovakia), Martins Karsums, 
Vladimir Sobotka (Czech Republic), Landon Ferraro (Team Canada), 
Kaspars Daugavins (Latvia), Joonas Kemppainen (Finland), Joakim 
Nordstrom (Sweden) and, of course, goaltender Jeremy Smith, who is 
somehow playing for Team China. 

While it’s not the same as NHL players flooding the rosters for the 
Olympic hockey tournament, it should still make for some very 
entertaining hockey over the next few weeks. 

Now on to the BHN Puck Links: 

*Patrice Bergeron didn’t leave a big imprint on the ice during NHL All-Star 
weekend, but it was a memorable trip for his family and the other All-Star 
players that interacted with him over the few days. (Boston Hockey Now) 

*FOH (Friend of Haggs) Rob Simpson has your midterm report cards for 
the Vancouver Canucks forward group. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

*Credit where it’s due: Kirill Kaprizov did a great job with the Alex 
Ovechkin impersonation during the NHL All-Star Skills Competition. 
(Washington Hockey Now) 

*BTW, during the breakaway challenge even my 8-year-old son was 
pissed when Jon Hamm’s 19 score won it for Alex Pietrangelo. 

Alex Pietrangelo took home the Breakaway Challenge thanks to the 
home ice advantage   pic.twitter.com/52fHnM2hvq 

— ESPN (@espn) February 5, 2022 

*Pretty cool that Owen Power is going to make his Olympic debut for 
Team Canada before he even gets a sniff at the NHL. It just continues to 
show he made the right decision picking the University of Michigan over 
the Buffalo Sabres this season. (Hockey News) 

*Did you know that Bobby Orr is on twitter? Yes, it’s true! 

Congratulations to my friend @davidortiz on his induction into the 
@baseballhall. A well deserved honor for a great guy! 
pic.twitter.com/2l2mqN637M 

— Real Bobby Orr (@RealBobbyOrr) January 26, 2022 

*Crushing blow for Team USA women’s hockey with Brianna Decker out 
for the rest of the tournament after a nasty slewfoot against Finland. 
(Pucks with Haggs) 

*For something completely different: Adrien Brody is playing Pat Riley? 
What is going on here? (Hollywood Reporter) 
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The Athletic / Why sizzling Northeastern sophomore Devon Levi is no 
long shot for Canada’s Olympic net: ‘He loves the challenge’ 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa Feb 6, 2022 

 

Jerry Keefe clicked open his phone and checked his schedule to confirm 
his belief. 

“I’m looking at the calendar right now,” the Northeastern hockey coach 
said. “I think it’s Feb. 25th we have UConn. Yep. Friday night, Feb. 25.” 

It is the date Keefe expects Devon Levi, his No. 1 goalie, to be back in 
uniform with a Husky on his chest. Six days earlier, if events proceed as 
Levi hopes, the native of Dollard-des-Ormeaux, Quebec, will be in Beijing 
with an Olympic gold medal clattering off the maple leaf of his jersey. 

A lot has to go right between now and then for that to happen. Levi, one 
of three goalies called to Beijing by Hockey Canada, has to win the job. 
The Canadians have to play well. Levi, like every Olympian in every 
sport, has to avoid the lockdown that could accompany testing positive 
for COVID-19 in China. 

“That’s the scary part,” Keefe said. “Those unknowns are the scary 
things.” 

One thing can give Keefe peace of mind. The 20-year-old Levi’s 
performance (16-7-1 with a 1.55 goals-against average, a .948 save 
percentage and an NCAA-leading nine shutouts) has sparkled to the 
point where his achievements do not surprise his coach anymore. 

WE ARE SO SPOILED TO HAVE DEVON LEVI. 
YEEEEEESH#HOWLINHUSKIES PIC.TWITTER.COM/TKYTKGCSKP 

— NORTHEASTERN MEN’S HOCKEY (@GONUMHOCKEY) 
NOVEMBER 27, 2021 

So if Levi grabs gold and fulfills a historical sophomore season, it would 
simply align with what he has already done. And what he could do after 
that. 

“He does have a bright NHL future, in my opinion,” Keefe said of the 
Buffalo prospect, drafted by Florida in the seventh round in 2020 and 
flipped to the Sabres in the Sam Reinhart trade. “For sure.” 

Clearly Canadian 

On Jan. 9, 2021, Levi reported early to Matthews Arena. He could hardly 
wait to make his first NCAA start. But he also needed treatment on an 
injury he had suffered a month earlier. 

Approximately three-and-a-half hours before Levi’s start, the team’s 
medical staff pulled the plug. 

“It ended up being an issue with his rib and where it was,” Keefe said. “It 
was dangerous, because it was kind of close to an area they were 
concerned about. So they were really careful with it.” 

Levi never healed to the point where he could be cleared to play. His 
freshman year concluded without a single appearance. 

Representing his country had consequences. 

On Dec. 11, 2020, Levi, Taylor Gauthier and Dylan Garand made 
Canada’s roster for the 2021 World Junior Championship. As WHL 
regulars, Gauthier (Prince George) and Garand (Kamloops) had the 
inside line over Levi, who had yet to make an NCAA appearance. 

“Nobody thought he was going to be the No. 1,” Keefe said. “I think part 
of that, when he got asked, they told him, ‘You’re one of three or four 
goaltenders.’ I think right then and there, he was like, ‘Hmm, so you’re 

trying to tell me that I’m going to have to go earn this?’ He believes in 
himself. He loves the challenge.” 

By tournament’s end, Levi had done more than swipe the starting job. He 
finished a seven-game run with three shutouts, five goals allowed and a 
.964 save percentage. Levi and the Canadians lost to Team USA in the 
championship game, 2-0. He did all of this while fighting through the rib 
injury that would cost him his freshman season. 

It was not the first time he represented his country well. 

The year before, Levi played for Canada in the 2019 World Junior A 
Challenge. The Canadians got the better of the Americans that time. Levi 
stopped 41 of 42 shots in a 2-1 semifinal win. Canada lost to Russia in 
the final. Levi was named tournament MVP. 

Around then, Levi committed to Northeastern for 2020-21. He was 
playing for Carleton Place of the Central Canada Hockey League. He 
was on a tear for Carleton Place too: 34-2-1, 1.47 GAA, .941 save 
percentage. 

Levi had originally planned to attend the University of Vermont. But he 
comes from a place where Northeastern’s ties run deep. 

Getting their guy 

The Lac St-Louis Lions have a history with Northeastern. Ex-Husky 
Jeremy Davies, currently in the Nashville system, played his midget 
hockey with Lac St-Louis. So did current Huskies Jeremie Bucheler, Matt 
Choupani and Justin Hryckowian. Levi was a Lion. 

The Catamounts pitched Levi on being a Vermont freshman in 2021-22. 
This would require another year of junior hockey. 

Northeastern, meanwhile, was looking for a No. 1 after Cayden Primeau 
signed with Montreal in 2019. The Huskies had a one-year starter for 
2019-20 in Craig Pantano, a graduate student from Merrimack. 

So they pitched Levi the idea of being a Northeastern freshman in 2020-
21, a year earlier than he would have started at Vermont. Levi said yes. 

Keefe, who played center, is like most coaches. He is not as comfortable 
recruiting goalies as skaters. 

But he knows a fighter when he sees one. Levi commanded the crease. 

“That’s the biggest thing for me: a goaltender that is competitive in the 
net,” Keefe said. “Whether his style’s a little different, whatever the case 
is, just being competitive is a huge thing for me that I want to see out of 
goaltenders.” 

Two seasons, albeit both limited, have given Keefe a clearer picture of 
Levi. He now sees a 6-foot, 190-pounder whose strengths — hockey 
sense, speed and competitiveness — collide to produce a goalie who 
gets to his spots quicker than most. Keefe credited ex-NHLer Mike 
Condon, now Northeastern’s volunteer goalie coach, for making the most 
of Levi’s physical and mental advantages. 

“I love his hockey sense,” Keefe said. “For a goaltender, I just feel like 
he’s always aware of what’s happening. He doesn’t need to cheat 
because he’s so powerful. But he’s never surprised. If you go dot-to-dot 
on him, he doesn’t need to cheat to get over there. He’s aware of what’s 
going on. Because of his explosiveness and his athleticism, he’s able to 
get there and close it quickly.” 

All of these elements are why Levi could nudge aside veterans Edwards 
Pasquale (KHL) and Matt Tomkins (SEL) in Beijing. Hockey Canada has 
yet to name a starter. 

CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER FOR OUR VERY OWN DEVON 
LEVI WHO WILL REPRESENT TEAM CANADA (@HOCKEYCANADA) 
IN THE 2022 BEIJING OLYMPICS! 

  HTTPS://T.CO/CCR3YBKVKG#HOWLINHUSKIES | #HOCKEYEAST 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/N9NVJ7DOPW 
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— NORTHEASTERN MEN’S HOCKEY (@GONUMHOCKEY) JANUARY 
25, 2022 

“You look at his numbers, and it’s absolutely incredible,” Canada general 
manager Shane Doan said on a recent Zoom call. “He’s doing things at 
the NCAA level that just don’t happen.” 

Northeastern will miss Levi in Monday’s Beanpot opener against Boston 
College. Either TJ Semptimphelter or Evan Fear will get the start. All four 
schools are down critical players who are in the Olympics: Jack McBain 
(BC), Drew Commesso (Boston University), Nick Abruzzese and Sean 
Farrell (Harvard). 

Meanwhile, Canada plays its first game Thursday against Germany. Levi 
could be in net. 

“Him going in there, knowing that nothing is guaranteed, I think he thrives 
on that,” Keefe said. “He thrives on it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dubas wants to take time to assess Maple Leafs' needs 
before trade deadline 

 

David Morassutti February 6, 2022, 4:45 PM 

 

Kyle Dubas isn't in a rush to make a deal before the trade deadline as the 
Toronto Maple Leafs prepare for a marathon finish to their season. 

Speaking to reporters on Sunday, the Leafs general manager said he 
wants to continue to evaluate the team as constructed-- provided there 
are no more significant injuries-- before deciding the approach he takes 
ahead of the March 21 trade deadline. 

"I'd like to give our team a chance to roll as is constructed if we can get 
there," Dubas said. "And then if not, I think we'll have to take as much of 
the information as we have and use that to dictate what we want to do 
with the team." 

Remaining Time -1:53 

Dubas happy with way Leafs have battled through adversity throughout 
season 

As he has done in the past, Dubas said he would prefer to acquire 
players with term but the lack of salary cap flexibility likely changes that 
approach. He also admits the team wants to give Rasmus Sandin and 
Timothy Liljegren some runway before deciding on what his approach will 
be at the deadline. 

"I would love to be able to sit right now and say this is the one thing we're 
going to specifically need but because the cap space, not just for us, but 
for most teams in our position is limited. When you go out and acquire 
somebody, you're probably done at that point." Dubas explains. "We 
probably don't have a whole lot of bullets in the chamber here so we're 
going to have to pick and choose as we set our sights." 

The Leafs are going to have Nick Ritchie and Kyle Clifford report to the 
Toronto Marlies was the team looks to accrue some cap space before 
the trade deadline. 

When it comes to the team's draft capital for 2022, Dubas would love to 
give director of amateur scouting Wes Clarke and his staff as many picks 
as possible but also has to recognize the team's current position. 

"We have our first and our second and then we've kind of got the full 
board moving ahead. We're in that win-now mode so if we have to deal 
from that pool to do something that we think can help us, great," Dubas 
explained. "Ideally, I'd like to keep the picks so that we're trying not to be 

short term or confine ourselves to any window and we're not going to be 
able to just pick in the second and fifth round every time." 

When asked if Josh Ho-Sang could be a possibility for to sign an NHL 
contract with the team, Dubas said the team will be keeping an eye on 
how he plays for Canada at the Beijing Olympics before making a final 
decision. He also points to AHL veterans like Joseph Blandisi, Curtis 
Douglas and Antti Suomela as players the team is monitoring. 

"There are a few players on AHL deals that have played very well there. 
They've done a good job down there with the Marlies of getting those 
guys up and running" Dubas said about Ho-Sang. "Josh is the most 
individually talented of the group, as we all know, but the others have 
different elements that I think can help a team as well. 

"As we head towards the deadline, we have to have those players on 
NHL contracts by then in order to have them eligible to play and be in the 
playoffs." 

The Leafs sit third in the Atlantic Division with a 29-10-3 record but have 
games in hand on both the Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning. 
They return to action Monday night against the Carolina Hurricanes with 
puck drop set for 7:00 p.m. ET on Sportsnet. 
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TSN.CA / Dubas unsure what Leafs need ahead of deadline 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised at the Ford Performance Centre on Sunday. 

Kyle Dubas isn't sure what the Leafs need ahead of the National Hockey 
League trade deadline. 

"We haven't yet had any stretch with the team that we thought we were 
going to have when we started out," the Leafs general manager said in 
his mid-season media availability. "I would like to give our team a chance 
to roll as it is constructed ... We want to take as much time as we can 
and use that to our benefit before deciding to do anything." 

Injuries and COVID have led to most teams being in the same spot as 
the Leafs. And Toronto, like most contenders, is constrained by the 
salary cap.  

"When you go out and acquire somebody, you are probably done at that 
point," Dubas noted. "We probably don't have a whole lot of bullets in the 
chamber. We are going to have to pick and choose as we set our sights." 

Last year, Dubas acquired pending unrestricted free agent Nick Foligno 
from the Columbus Blue Jackets before the deadline. Due to quarantine 
rules, an injury and the reduced 56-game schedule, the gritty forward 
only ended up playing 11 total games (four in the playoffs) with the Leafs 
and did not score.  

You can understand why Dubas prefers to add players with term 
remaining on their contract although the return to the 82-game schedule 
this season changes the dynamic. 

"Having a little bit more time this year, I am a little bit more open to it," 
Dubas said.  

The trade deadline is March 21 and the playoffs will not start until May.  

How is Dubas approaching the trade deadline? 

Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas spoke about how he is approaching 
the NHL trade deadline on March 21, and expressed that he'd like to see 
the full roster get some more run before he starts making any decisions. 
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Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl formed a steady second pair for the Leafs 
last season. This year, however, both defencemen have been 
inconsistent. And the players behind them on the depth chart – 21-year-
old lefty Rasmus Sandin and 22-year-old righty Timothy Liljegren – are 
short on experience.  

Still, Dubas isn't so sure the team needs to bolster its blue line. For one 
thing, he believes Holl is back on track.  

"Since we came back from the Christmas break, I thought he has been 
one of our most consistent players," Dubas said. "For me, that has been 
one of the personal highlights of the year. It is not the biggest story or the 
flashiest story, but when someone like that can go through a bit of a 
struggle, come through it, and regain their form, it is certainly indicative of 
the type of person he is and the type of player that he is."  

Muzzin's situation is a bit murkier. The 32-year-old continues to absorb 
hard minutes at even strength and on the penalty kill, but hasn't looked 
like his usual self.  

"I have known him for a long time," said Dubas. "I remember when he 
started in the Soo [of the Ontario Hockey League], and it wasn't always 
pretty. The one thing about Jake Muzzin is that, especially as people 
start to count him out or people think that he looks like he is starting to 
fade, he is very competitive and has a lot of pride. He is able to find his 
way back." 

Sandin has filled in on the second pair with Muzzin out. There have been 
some growing pains with the increased minutes against tougher 
opposition, but the Swede has also shown promise. Ditto for pal 
Liljegren. 

"In playing those roles at that age, they are going to have their own ups 
and downs," Dubas noted. "In terms of potential, those young guys 
probably have more than anyone else in our system, but what are they 
able to accomplish here with a little more runway? What can we learn 
from them that can be instructive for us in terms of how we want to 
approach the deadline?" 

Dubas keeping the faith in his current defensive corps 

Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl formed a steady second pair last year for the 
Leafs but so far this season the pair has been inconsistent. Still, general 
manager Kyle Dubas is not so sure that he needs to bolster his blueline 
ahead of the trade deadline. Mark Masters has more. 

The Leafs only made three picks in last year's draft. They only have three 
picks – a first, second and seventh rounder – this year. Is Dubas willing 
to further reduce that number to make a deadline deal?  

"We're in a mode now where we're trying to win," the 36-year-old said. 
"So, if we have to deal from that pool to do something that we think can 
help us, great ... Ideally, I'd like to keep the picks. We are trying not to be 
short-term or confine ourselves to any window. We are not going to be 
able to just pick in the second and fifth round every time and find players 
that can produce." 

Muzzin practised in a regular sweater on Sunday for the first time since 
sustaining a concussion. 

"It's different," Muzzin said of the recovery. "I mean, concussions or head 
injuries are a little finicky sometimes so it's been challenging. But it's part 
of the game, part of playing a physical sport, so hopefully it's the last one 
and I'm clear from here on out." 

Muzzin appeared a bit rattled after taking a big hit from Klim Kostin on 
Jan. 15, but he stayed in the game in St. Louis and took part in Toronto's 
next practice on Jan. 17.  

"Maybe two days after I kind of felt a little off and a little foggy," Muzzin 
explained. "So, it took me a few days to realize that maybe it is 
something here. You get banged up and you're always so busy and 
going that you don't really take time to analyze what's really going on. So, 
it took a few days." 

Muzzin said this is the second concussion of his career and the first one 
in 10 years.  

While he was a full participant in Sunday's skate, Muzzin was the extra 
defenceman in the drills. 

"Being on the ice for full practice and full contact and all of that is a big 
step, obviously," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Given that it's only one day 
here before game action, I don't know if that means he'll be available to 
play. They'll sort through that." 

Sunday was Muzzin's first time on the ice with teammates since Jan. 28.  

"With this type of time off, getting himself healthy, and resetting himself 
on the ice, I think you will see him come back and be closer to what we 
all expect and the form that he is capable of," Dubas said. 

After hosting the Hurricanes on Monday, the Leafs have two more 
practice days scheduled before their next game on Thursday in Calgary.  

Maple Leafs defenceman Jake Muzzin, who has been out since January 
15th with a concussion, has made an important step in his recovery 
process but is unlikely to make his return to the lineup Monday against 
the Hurricanes. Back practicing fully for the Leafs, Muzzin details his 
challenging recovery process. 

After taking part in his first career All-Star Game, Jack Campbell was 
back on the ice with his Leafs teammates on Sunday. But it will be Petr 
Mrazek who gets the start on Monday. Mrazek has won three straight 
decisions with a .928 save percentage in those games. 

"We thought it would be important to get him back in as quickly as we 
can," said Keefe. "You combine that with the fact Jack didn't have much 
of a break necessarily, it just made a lot of sense."  

Mrazek spent the previous three seasons with the Hurricanes. This will 
be the first time he plays them since leaving in free agency. The 29-year-
old Czech native is looking to build some momentum after an injury-
plagued start to his Leafs career.  

"Every game I have a chance to play I'm happy," Mrazek said before the 
break. "It was a very tough, difficult first half of the season. I'm trying, 
every time I'm in, to be happy and be positive." 

Campbell will start on Thursday against the Flames.  

Lines at Sunday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kase 

Engvall - Spezza - Simmonds 

Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl 

Dermott - Liljegren  

Muzzin  

Mrazek  

Campbell   

Power play units at Sunday's practice:  

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle/net front: Tavares & Nylander rotate  

QB: Sandin  

Flanks: Spezza, Mikheyev  
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Middle: Kase  

Net front: Bunting 
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