
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 9, 2022 

 

 

 

‘We move on’: Canes search for consistency after losses in return from All-Star break 

By Chip Alexander 

With 40 games scheduled in 80 days after the NHL All-Star 
break, the Carolina Hurricanes had to realize the ride will be 
anything but smooth. That will mean good games and bad, 
and within each game the possibility of good periods and 
bad, and those to erase from the memory. 

The Canes had one of those games Tuesday at Ottawa — 
stumbling early, recovering and making a late push — 
though a bit too late in a 4-3 loss to the Senators at the 
Canadian Tire Centre. 

First, the bad: The Senators scored twice in the first period 
and added two more early in the second for a 4-0 lead 

The good: The Canes were the better team in the second 30 
minutes of the game, and used goals by Andrei Svechnikov, 
Brendan Smith and Vincent Trocheck in the third period to 
make for some tense final moments. 

Jekyll? Or Hyde? 

How to judge? The Canes (31-10-3) did not give up when 
they easily could have, down four goals. Yet, they came 
away with a regulation loss and no points one day after a 4-3 
overtime loss in Toronto to start a four-game road trip. 

“The third period was good but it’s tough,” Smith said. “If we 
want to be the best team in the world, you’ve got to play from 
when the puck drops. You’ve got to play the whole 60.” 

Consistency of effort has been a strength this season, Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour has said, whether at home or away. 
The Canes, who would like to believe they can win the 
Stanley Cup this year, have prided themselves on trying to 
be an all-effort team for 60 minutes or longer, if need be. 

By being one of the best teams in the league this season, the 
Canes also are getting the other team’s best shot nearly 
every night. So it was Tuesday, as the Senators (16-22-4) 
followed up a win over the New Jersey Devils on Monday 
with some spirited play in the first half of the game to build a 
nice lead. 

“They were buzzing,” Smith said. “They did the right things 
and they were playing the right way. They were playing our 
game. They were playing a stress game and putting it on us.” 

Tale of two nights 

The Canes, in their first game after the break, played with 
speed and at a good pace Monday against the Maple Leafs. 
They spent too much time in their own zone in the first period 
Tuesday, then had the Sens score quickly in the second as 

Brady Tkachuk notched the second of the game and Chris 
Tierney picked off a weak Svechnikov pass and beat goalie 
Antti Raanta for the 4-0 lead. 

“We know when we play our game we’re one of the best 
teams in the league,” Smith said. “When we start being cute 
or trying to make too many plays in the neutral zone and 
turning it over, teams will shove it down our throat. We have 
to be smart. I know it’s a cliche and everybody talks about 
playing 60, but that’s literally what you have to do to be the 
best team in the world.” 

The Canes had 45 shots in the game and 16 came in the 
final period — eight in the last six minutes of regulation after 
Smith, on the defenseman’s 33rd birthday, scored his third of 
the season. Carolina pulled Raanta for a sixth attacker with a 
little less than three minutes remaining and Trocheck scored 
with 1:12 left in regulation. 

“I love the fact that down 4-0 going into the third it would be 
easy just to roll over, but that’s not how these guys operate,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Really a pretty good second half of the 
game but to give up four goals, you don’t want to spot any 
team that. But I love the fact we kept digging in.” 

News and notes 

▪ For the second straight night, a former Canes goalie was 
the winning goalie. On Monday, it was Petr Mrazek of the 
Maple Leafs. On Tuesday, Anton Forsberg had 42 saves in 
his second win over the Canes this season. 

▪ No complaints this night about power-play time. The Canes 
had four power plays, moved the puck well and got off eight 
shots, but couldn’t convert. Against Toronto, Carolina had 16 
seconds of power-play time. 

▪ Both games were played in arenas with a smattering of 
fans because of Canada’s COVID-19 restrictions. There will 
be big, noisy crowds awaiting in the Canes’ next two — at 
Boston on Thursday and then at Minnesota on Saturday. 

▪ The Canes need forward Teuvo Teravainen back in the 
lineup and producing. A lower-body injury has kept him out of 
four games and has caused jumbling of the lines. Teravainen 
is on the trip and could be back for Boston. 

▪ Not having Jesperi Kotkaniemi available this week has to 
be disappointing for Brind’Amour. The center apparently 
contracted COVID-19 during the break, tested positive and 
entered the NHL protocol on Sunday. But as Brind’Amour 
said Tuesday, “We move on.” 
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Hurricanes’ late rally not enough to overcome slow start in loss at Ottawa 

By Cory Lavalette  

When Sebastian Aho’s shot crossed the Ottawa goal line a 
millisecond after the first period clock expired, it was pretty 
clear Tuesday was not going to be the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
night. 

The Senators built a four-goal lead and survived a late 
Hurricanes push, winning 4-3 behind two Brady Tkachuk 
goals and 42 saves from former Hurricanes goalie Anton 
Forsberg in Ottawa. 

Carolina made it interesting in the third period, scoring three 
times to cut the lead to one. But after Vincent Trocheck 
scored with goalie Antti Raanta on the bench, the Hurricanes 
were unable to get the equalizer. 

“If we want to be the best team in the world, you’ve got to, 
right from the puck drop, you got to have it and you got to 
play the whole 60,” Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith 
said. “So you can spot them four and expect to win the 
game.” 

The dominant final 20 minutes didn’t negate a flat start that 
eventually sunk the Hurricanes. 

It started with Tkachuk, the Senators’ captain, centering a 
pass from the corner that hit Aho and went in for a 1-0 
Ottawa lead just 71 seconds into the game. 

“We came out, actually the first two shifts were great, and 
then they throw it at the net and it bounces in and we’re 
behind the eight ball,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

It only went downhill from there. Alex Formenton scored his 
fourth goal against Carolina this season and 10th overall at 
8:27 of the first, sneaking away from Hurricanes defenseman 
Brett Pesce in front and finishing a Connor Brown pass from 
below the goal line. 

Carolina seemingly found life just before the end of the first 
period when Aho beat Forsberg to halve the lead at the horn. 

But replay showed the puck was just feet from the goal line 
when the clock hit zero. 

Ottawa took advantage of the negated momentum-changing 
play, with Tkachuk scoring his second just 40 seconds into 
the middle frame and Chris Tierney adding one of his own at 
2:54. 

It was nearly 20 minutes of game time later before the 
Hurricanes finally dented Forsberg, who spent most of the 
2019-20 season with Carolina’s then-AHL affiliate in 
Charlotte but played three games with the Hurricanes. 

Andrei Svechnikov got his 17th goal of the season at 2:07. 
Then Smith — playing on his 33rd birthday — one-timed a 
pass initially intended for teammate Jesper Fast past 
Forsberg to halve the lead. 

“it’s nice to get that one, but I don’t really care about that,” 
Smith said. “I really care about the two points.” 

With Raanta (27 saves) on the bench, Trocheck cleanly beat 
Forsberg with a shot with 1:12 left. Raanta stayed on the 
bench, but Carolina was unable to get one more to tie the 
game. 

“I love the fact of down four-nothing going into third, it’d be 
easy just roll over,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s not how these 
guys operate. … We just gave up too much, obviously, at the 
start. Four goals. But I love the fact that we kept digging in.” 

Notes: Pesce and Brady Skjei both finished minus-3 for the 
first time this season. It’s just the seventh time in Skjei’s 
career he’s been minus-3 and the first time since November 
2018. Pesce has now finished a game minus-3 just eight 
times in his career, and hadn’t since March 2019. … Jordan 
Staal, mired in a 35-game goal drought, had four shots on 
goal and six hits. The last time he matched those numbers in 
the same game was the 2018-19 season opener, a 2-1 loss 
to the Islanders in which he had the lone Carolina goal and 
finished with seven shots and eight hits. … Svechnikov 
finished with a game-high 13 shots attempts, including a 
team-high six shots on goal. 
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Recap: Canes Comeback Falls Just Short In Ottawa 

By Walt Ruff  

OTTAWA, ON. - The Carolina Hurricanes scored three times 
in the third period Tuesday, but ultimately it was not enough 
as they fell to the Ottawa Senators, 4-3.  

The Rundown: 

Both teams entered the contest having played last night, 
Carolina falling in overtime to Toronto and Ottawa taking 
down New Jersey at home. 

Of the two clubs it looked like the Senators had their legs 
ready to go right out of the gate. Their first goal came just 
1:11 in, as an attempted pass from the corner by Brady 
Tkachuk caught a piece of Sebastian Aho in front of Antti 
Raanta and ricocheted past him for an early 1-0 advantage. 
A handful of minutes later it was 2-0 and the Canes were 
forced to start playing from behind. 

A slew of penalties in the final few minutes of the first period 
forced Raanta to continue to be sharp and what wound up 
being one of the pivotal moments in the game was when Aho 
was able to beat Anton Forsberg for the first time all night. 
The only issue was that it came approximately 0.1 seconds 
after the buzzer sounded to end the first, so the game moved 
into the second with Ottawa leading by a pair. 

In the second they'd extend that lead to 3-0 and then 4-0 in 
the opening 2:54, leaving a sizeable gap for the Canes to try 
and overcome. 

It looked as if the visitors "just didn't have it" going into the 
final frame of regulation and perhaps the main objective 
would be to just make it out with everyone healthy, however, 
instead they put together quite the fight in the third. 

After struggling against Ottawa's 1-1-3 defensive structure 
for most of the night, Andrei Svechnikov was able to tuck one 
home just 2:07 into the final frame to give his team a bit of 
hope. 

The engine got going for Carolina following that, as 
Svechnikov's tally was one of 16 shots that they were able to 
get through onto Forsberg in the final 20 minutes. The former 
Hurricane was up to the task on the next handful that would 
come his way but then with 6:06 left Brendan Smith was able 
to get a blast through traffic from the point to make it a 4-2 
contest. 

Then with Raanta on the bench and just 1:12 to go Vincent 
Trocheck chimed in on the scoring action. Making it a one-
goal contest, a cross-body shot from the blocker-side circle 
found its way home. 

Unfortunately that would be as close as the Canes got 
though, as their comeback bid fell just short in Canada's 
capital. 

They Said It: 

Brendan Smith elaborating on if the team can take the third 
period as a positive moving forward: 

"The third period was good. That's tough though. If we want 
to be the best team in the world, right from the time the puck 
drops, you've got to have it. You have to play the whole 60 
minutes. You can't spot them four and expect to win the 
game. We talked about it after the second, we needed to do 
the right things, have good habits and get ourselves 
prepared for the next game. We didn't want to let bad habits 
creep in. We'll take the positives out of the third, but that's 
not what we want." 

Rod Brind'Amour sharing his thoughts on the contest as a 
whole: 

"It was a weird game. I thought the first two shifts were 
actually great. Then they threw one on, it bounces in and 
we're behind the eight ball. Then we made a couple real bad 
decisions with the puck. I loved the fact though that going 
into the third down 4-0 it would've been just easy to roll over, 
but that's not how these guys operate. Really, a pretty good 
second half to the game, we just gave them too much at the 
start. You don't want to spot any team that, but I loved the 
fact that we kept digging in." 

Jordan Staal on what he thought was the difference tonight: 

"It's pretty obvious the start we had was below average for 
us. Give them credit, they came out and they played our 
style, they kept moving pucks forward. The first goal was the 
perfect example, it's a crappy bounce, but at the same time 
it's in our end and it's going towards our net instead of the 
other way around. We got to our game, just a little late. 

What's Next?: 

The Canes fly to Boston post-game ahead of Thursday's 
meeting with the Bruins. They are scheduled to be off 
tomorrow. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Teuvo Teravainen (lower-body injury) did not play 
for a fourth straight game. 

 Ian Cole was a healthy scratch for the first time this 
season. Ethan Bear re-entered the lineup on 
defense. 

 Raanta finished with 27 stops on 31 shots faced. 

 The team moves to 31-10-3 after the final result. 

 Svechnikov, Aho and Jaccob Slavin combined for 
16 of the Hurricanes' 45 shots. 
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 Forsberg (OTT) concluded the night with 42 stops 
on 45 shots. It's his second time in as many outings 

against Carolina this season where he has made 
over 40 stops and earned the win. 

 

 

Tkachuk scores two goals, Senators defeat Hurricanes 

By Callum Fraser  

Brady Tkachuk scored two goals for the Ottawa Senators in 
a 4-3 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at Canadian Tire 
Centre in Ottawa on Tuesday. 

It ended a 15-game goal drought for Tkachuk, who had not 
scored since Dec. 14 against the Florida Panthers. 

"I thought our group did a good job in the first two periods, 
and in the third period they came back with a huge push 
there," Tkachuk said. "A couple of mistakes that we made 
that we'll clean up, but we're still happy with the outcome and 
those are two huge points against a Stanley Cup contender." 

Anton Forsberg made 42 saves for the Senators (16-22-4), 
who are 5-2-2 in their past nine games. Matt Murray made 
32 saves in a 4-1 win against the New Jersey Devils on 
Monday. 

"[Our goalies] have been our best players throughout this 
stretch of hockey and they keep us in games every night," 
Tkachuk said. "They make those timely saves and, like I 
said, they've been our best players." 

Andrei Svechnikov scored for the Hurricanes (31-10-3), who 
were 0-for-4 on the power play and had their five-game point 
streak end after a 4-3 overtime loss at the Toronto Maple 
Leafs on Monday. Antti Raanta made 27 saves. 

"We didn't get too many breaks today," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Our power play was actually really good. 
We must've had five or six what I thought were tap-ins, and 
they just didn't happen to go (in). We'll move on." 

Tkachuk gave Ottawa a 1-0 lead at 1:11 of the first period 
when his centering pass went in off Carolina center 
Sebastian Aho. 

Alex Formenton one-timed a pass from Connor Brown to 
make it 2-0 at 8:27. It was Formenton's 10th goal of the 
season and his fourth in three games against the Hurricanes. 

Tkachuk scored on Tim Stutzle's rebound at the edge of the 
crease 40 seconds into the second period for a power-play 
goal to make it 3-0. 

Chris Tierney give the Senators a 4-0 lead at 2:54.after he 
intercepted a pass from Svechnikov, skated into the slot and 
scored with a wrist shot. 

"If we want to be the best team in the world, right from the 
puck drop you've got to have it and you've got to play the 
whole 60 (minutes)," Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith 
said. "You can't spot them four (goals) and expect to win the 
game. But we talked about it after the second; come in here 
and do the right things, have good habits and get ourselves 
prepared for the next game and not let bad habits creep in. 

"I know it's a cliche, everyone talks about playing 60 
(minutes), but that's literally what you have to do to be the 
best team in the world." 

Svechnikov scored on a rebound to cut it to 4-1 at 2:07 of the 
third period, and Smith made it 4-2 with a slap shot from the 
point at 13:54. 

Vincent Trocheck scored with 1:12 remaining for the 4-3 
final. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Senators 16-7 in the third period. 

"It almost looked like we didn't expect to be up 4-0 and we 
didn't know what to do with it," Ottawa coach D.J. Smith said. 
"We were kind of waiting for their push. We've got to learn to 
just keep doing what we're doing, don't play the score. And 
then I thought we had a couple of really good pushes in the 
third period, and then they scored and froze us and they got 
the goalie out, but we found a way." 

NOTES: Stutzle and Senators defenseman Nick Holden 
each had two assists. … Aho nearly scored with a slap shot 
at the end of the first period, but video review determined the 
puck was not across the goal line before time expired. … 
Tkachuk became the fourth player in Senators history to 
score in the first 1:15 in each of the first two periods, joining 
Jason Spezza (Nov. 26, 2005), Jody Hull (March 25, 1993) 
and Mike Peluso (Nov. 25, 1992). … Hurricanes defensemen 
Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei were each minus-3, 
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Tkachuk ends scoring drought with 2 goals, Sens beat Canes 

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — Brady Tkachuk snapped a 15-
game scoring drought with a pair of goals, leading the 
Ottawa Senators to a 4-3 win over the Carolina Hurricanes 
on Tuesday night. 

Alex Formenton and Chris Tierney also scored, and Tim 
Stutzle chipped in with two assists for Ottawa. Anton 
Forsberg stopped 42 shots. 

“(Our goaltenders) have been our best players throughout 
this stretch of hockey and they keep us in games every 
night,” Tkachuk said. “They make those timely saves and like 
I said, they’ve been our best players.” 

Andrei Svechnikov, Brendan Smith and Vincent Trocheck 
scored for the Hurricanes. Antti Raanta faced 31 shots. 

The game was the second of a back-to-back for both teams. 
The Senators were coming off a 4-1 win over New Jersey. 
Carolina fell 4-3 in overtime to Toronto. 

“It almost looked like we didn’t expect to be up 4-0 and a 
didn’t know what to do with it,” Senators coach D.J. Smith 
said. “We were kind of waiting for their push. We’ve got to 
learn to just keep doing what we’re doing, don’t play the 
score.” 

Trailing 4-0 to start the third the Hurricanes rallied and made 
it a one-goal game, but couldn’t get the equalizer. 

“I thought the fact that we were down 4-0 going into the third, 
it would be easy just to roll over,” Hurricanes head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “But that’s not how these guys 
operate. Really, a pretty good second half of the game. We 
just gave them too much obviously at the start.” 

Svechnikov got things started early in the period as he dug 
out a loose puck in front for his 17th of the season. 

Smith cut the lead in half at the 13-minute mark as he fired a 
shot from just inside the blue line and, with 1:12 left, 
Trocheck made it a one-goal game by beating Forsberg with 
a high shot. 

The Senators extended their lead in the second period to 
make it 4-0. 

Tkachuk scored his second of the game as he buried the 
rebound of a shot by Stutzle just 40 seconds into the period 
on the power play. 

“It was getting frustrating (not scoring), but I think for those 
types of things, you’ve just got to work through it, extra work, 
do what you can and there was plenty of chances throughout 
that whole drought there,” Tkachuk said. “That first one 
wouldn’t happen if it wasn’t for (Gaudette) going to the net 
there and kind of creating chaos.” 

Tierney, who hadn’t scored since the start of November, 
made it 4-0 as he forced a turnover and fired a wrist shot 
past Raanta. 

“It felt good,” said Tierney. “When you’re in a drought, it’s a 
relief to score so you know it’s frustrating when you get 
chances and they’re not going in so it was nice to finally get 
one.” 

Carolina had a number of good chances, but Forsberg was 
solid throughout. 

The Senators got off to a fortuitous start as Tkachuk, in the 
corner, looked to put the puck out front and it bounced in off 
Carolina’s Sebastian Aho to open the scoring in the opening 
minutes of the game. 

Ottawa made it 2-0 midway through the period as Connor 
Brown made a nice backhand pass to Formenton in front for 
his 10th of the season. Four of Formenton’s 10 goals are 
against Carolina. 

The Hurricanes nearly cut the lead in half with a buzzer 
beater, but upon review time had expired. 

NOTES: With the win, the Senators took the season series 
with a 2-0-1 record. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Boston Bruins on Thursday. 

Senators: Host Pittsburgh Penguins on Thursday in third 
game of a four-game homestand. 
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Boston hosts Carolina after Pastrnak’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (31-10-3, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Boston Bruins (26-15-3, fourth in the Atlantic) 

Boston; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit Boston after 
David Pastrnak scored two goals in the Bruins’ 4-2 loss to 
the Penguins. 

The Bruins are 16-9-1 against Eastern Conference 
opponents. Boston is third in the Eastern Conference with 
35.2 shots per game and is averaging 3.0 goals. 

The Hurricanes are 15-7-2 in conference matchups. Carolina 
ranks sixth in the NHL averaging 6.1 assists per game, led 
by Tony DeAngelo with 0.8. 

In their last matchup on Jan. 18, Carolina won 7-1. DeAngelo 
recorded a team-high 3 points for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Patrice Bergeron leads the Bruins with 
a plus-nine in 43 games this season. Pastrnak has eight 
goals and seven assists over the last 10 games for Boston. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 19 goals and has 
46 points. Andrei Svechnikov has five goals and eight assists 
over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Bruins: 5-4-1, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.6 
assists, 4.7 penalties and 11.2 penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.6 goals per game with an .873 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.6 assists, 4.1 
penalties and 8.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals 
per game with a .912 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Bruins: Tuukka Rask: day to day (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Teuvo Teravainen: day to day (undisclosed), 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (covid-19). 
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About Last Night: Everything But a Win 

By Brett Finger  

Fresh off of the All-Star break, the Carolina Hurricanes 
started their four-game road trip with a stop in Toronto on 
Monday night. 

Despite controlling play for most of the night, the Hurricanes 
fell to the Toronto Maple Leafs in overtime by a 4-3 final tally. 

The Hurricanes played well enough to win, but the difference 
was Toronto’s two stars coming through with big goals in big 
moments. Let’s talk about last night. 

Revenge Games 

Dating back to Carolina’s final game ahead of the All-Star 
break, the Hurricanes have played back-to-back games 
against former goalies that experienced a great deal of 
success with the club. 

Last week, James Reimer stood across from his old 
teammates. On Monday, it was his former tandem partner 
Petr Mrazek. 

And while it wasn’t with a crowd full of Leaf fans raining down 
some boo’s, it was Frederik Andersen’s first game back in 
Toronto. 

Both Reimer and Mrazek had strong games against the 
Canes, but while Reimer took a loss in Raleigh, Mrazek 
managed to outlast Andersen. 

After allowing a first-period tap-in goal from Nino Niederreiter 
on Carolina’s tenth shot of the game, Mrazek held the fort 
and frustrated the Hurricanes for most of the night, until the 
third-period puck drop. 

A faceoff win from Jordan Staal set up a slick passing 
sequence from Jaccob Slavin to Jesper Fast to a rushing 
Tony DeAngelo for a far-side goal just eight seconds into the 
third period to tie the game at two goals apiece. 

Then, near the halfway point of the third period, DeAngelo 
got involved and helped the Canes beat Mrazek again. 
DeAngelo’s shot from the slot rendered a juicy rebound at 
the side of the goal for Derek Stepan, who gave the 
Hurricanes a lead going into the final stretch of regulation. 

Unfortunately, a turnover on a failed clearing attempt gifted 
Mitch Marner with a one-on-one chance on Andersen to tie 
the game before Marner struck again in overtime to decide 
the game. 

Mrazek stopped 28 of 31 shots in his first game against the 
Hurricanes since signing with Toronto over the summer. 

The Czech backstop has struggled with injuries for most of 
the season, but since January 22, he has looked like the 
goalie that led Carolina to several hugely successful regular 
seasons. 

An Active Opening Period 

You never really know what you’re going to get in game one 
of the post-All-Star-break portion of the season. The 
Hurricanes hadn’t played in more than a week, and the 
Maple Leafs hadn’t played in six days. 

The first period was fast-paced and featured a lot of energy. 

A strong string of shifts to open the game for the Hurricanes 
was answered with a slew of scoring chances from the 
Maple Leafs, testing Carolina’s All-Star goalie early in the 
game. 

Carolina dominated most of the scoring chances from that 
point on, though, and they got the game’s first goal off the 
stick of Niederreiter. 

The goal was Niederreiter’s fourth in seven games and his 
eighth in 16 games. His 14 goals in 37 games this season 
have him on a 31-goal pace over 82 games, which is a 
substantial contribution, but it’s made even more impressive 
by where he has been slotted in the lineup. 

He is still scoring goals at a career-best rate despite often 
playing on the third line. He will be an unrestricted free agent 
at the end of the year. 

All things considered, the Hurricanes got off to a very good 
start after a long layoff. The second period might have been 
their best of the night, so naturally, that’s when Auston 
Matthews decided to do things that Auston Matthews does. 

You Win Some; You Lose Some 

“I thought we played well,” Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
game. “I’m not disappointed at all in our effort. Obviously, 
we’d love the two points, but for not having any power plays I 
just felt like we created a lot of offense. Especially in the 
second period, where we had four or five breakaways, 2-on-
1s that we just didn’t cash in on. It could have been a 
different game there.” 

Those big saves from Mrazek in the second period, coupled 
with the Maple Leafs capitalizing on their more limited 
opportunities in close decided the game. Sometimes, it just 
shakes out like that. 

Carolina got some quality contribution from their fourth line. 
Josh Leivo was brought in on relatively short notice after 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s move to the COVID list, and he was a 
noticeable difference-maker next to Stepan and Steven 
Lorentz. 

Leivo, who just so happened to have also been playing 
against his former team, is again proving that his signing was 
a tidy bit of business from the Hurricanes front office. 
Whenever he has had to step in, he has been terrific. When 
he was on the ice at 5-on-5 last night, the Canes outshot the 
Leafs eight to one and generated 12 shot attempts to 
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Toronto’s one. The high-danger shot attempts favored the 
Hurricanes three to zero, and he had an on-ice expected 
goals-for of 98.45%. 

Outside of a couple of mistakes that backfired in unfortunate 
ways, DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin had one of their better 
games as a pairing this season. DeAngelo’s early third-
period goal was a timely tally, and Slavin was active with the 
puck all night. 

Of course, no one in the Canes’ locker room will be happy 
with how the game was officiated. An early third-period 
holding call on Morgan Rielly accounted for all of the Maple 

Leafs’ penalty minutes on the night. The Hurricanes got just 
16 seconds of power-play time in the game, and there’s 
plenty of reason to think that they should have gotten more 
based on how they were being officiated. 

While Carolina did have some rough stretches in the third 
period, they played well enough to win. They probably should 
have had a better result, but securing a point in the standings 
is an acceptable consolation for the effort they put forth in 
Toronto. They’ll look to carry it over to Ottawa tonight. 
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Carolina Hurricanes at Ottawa Senators: Game Preview, Lineups and Discussion 

By Andrew Schnittker  

Carolina Hurricanes (31-9-3) at Ottawa Senators (15-22-4) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 44 

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 

The Hurricanes will continue their four-game road trip tonight 
with a trip to Canada’s capital to take on the Senators after 
dropping a 4-3 overtime contest in Toronto last night. It’s the 
back half of a back to back for the team, and get used to 
that: including tonight, the Hurricanes have six back to backs 
remaining this year.  

While we won’t hear from Rod Brind’Amour and the team 
doesn’t have a morning skate today, it seems likely that Antti 
Raanta will start in net for Carolina tonight with Andersen 
playing in Toronto.  

Ottawa is also coming off a back-to-back, having beaten the 
New Jersey Devils 4-1 at home last night.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Senators 

Record 31-9-3 15-22-4 

Goals/Game 3.46 2.76 

Goals Against/Game 2.37 3.32 

Shots/Game 32.88 30.32 

Face Off Win % 54.1% 47.8% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.8% (10th) 18.4% (22nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.7% (1st) 80.0% (16th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.10% 46.63% 

ES PDO 101.47 99.55 

PIM/Game 09:05 09:58 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Anton Forsberg 

Record 24-6-1 7-8-1 

Save % .927 .909 

Category Frederik Andersen Anton Forsberg 

GAA 2.08 3.02 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Matt Murray 

Record 6-2-1 5-6-2 

Save % .914 .914 

GAA 2.21 2.72 

Game notes 

 The Hurricanes are 3-2-1 in the back half of a back-
to-back this year, while Ottawa is 3-4-1 in that 
situation.  

 If Raanta does indeed start for the Hurricanes, he’ll 
do so with a milestone on the line; his next victory 
will be his 100th NHL win.  

 The Hurricanes are 59-37-8-5 all time against the 
Senators, with a 25-24-4-3 record in Ottawa.  

 This is the third and final meeting between the 
Hurricanes and Senators this regular season. The 
Sens picked up a 3-2 regulation win in Raleigh on 
Dec. 2, while the Hurricanes won a 3-2 shootout 
contest in Ottawa Jan. 27.  

 Ian Cole brings a three-game assist streak into 
tonight’s matchup.  

 The Hurricanes are 15-5-2 on the road this season, 
with the highest road points percentage (.727) in the 
NHL.  

Projected Lineups 

With both teams playing last night, we won’t have any 
morning skate info to go on, though it seems likely both 
would start different goalies tonight.  

For the Hurricanes, that would mean Antti Raanta getting the 
nod. The team’s lineup could also look a little different, 
though we’ll know more on that once we hear from Rod 
Brind’Amour at 4:45 p.m. Teuvo Teravainen did not play 
against the Leafs, but was a game-time decision, so it’s 
possible he could go tonight.  

It’s also possible Ethan Bear could draw back in for Brendan 
Smith on the blue line.  

Here’s how Carolina lined up up against Toronto, though, 
again, this could change later. For now, we’ll assume Raanta 
starts.  
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Jordan Martinook - Sebastian Aho - Martin Necas 
Andrei Svechnikov - Vincent Trocheck - Seth Jarvis 
Nino Niederreiter - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast 
Steven Lorentz - Derek Stepan - Josh Leivo 

Jaccob Slavin - Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce  
Ian Cole - Ethan Bear 

Antti Raanta 
Frederik Andersen 

Covid Protocol: Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

TBD: Teuvo Teravainen 

Healthy scratch: Brendan Smith 

**Update 5:10 p.m.: It will be Raanta getting the start, while 
Ethan Bear will be back in (presumably for Smith). No update 
on Teuvo Teravainen. 

It looks like Ottawa will ice the same lineup it did in last 
night’s win over the Devils, with the exception of Anton 
Forsberg starting in net in place of Matt Murray. 

Here’s how the Sens will line up:  

Brady Tkachuk - Tim Stützle - Adam Gaudette  
Alex Formenton - Nick Paul - Connor Brown 
Zach Sanford - Dylan Gambrell - Austin Watson  
Chris Tierney - Mark Kastelic - Tyler Ennis  

Thomas Chabot - Nikita Zaitsev 
Nick Holden - Artem Zub 
Erik Brannstrom - Josh Brown 

Anton Forsberg 
Matt Murray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canes comeback falls short in Ottawa 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes played an abysmal 40 minutes and 
an excellent 20 minutes of hockey Tuesday night in Ottawa, 
falling to the Senators 4-3 after going down 4-0 early. 

The Canes just kind of never had it in the first two frames, as 
the Senators scored 1:11 into the game. Ottawa made it 2-0 
before the end of the first and then 4-0 after two goals within 
the first three minutes of the second, with the Hurricanes 
seemingly out of it completely 23 minutes in.  

The third period was actually very good for the Hurricanes, 
who got three back thanks to Andrei Svechnikov, birthday 
boy Brendan Smith and Vincent Trocheck. Carolina had 
quite a few chances throughout the rest of the third period, 
too, though that four-goal deficit was simply just too much to 
overcome.  

The Canes made it very, very interesting late, as Trocheck 
scored with Carolina’s net empty to cut it to a one-goal 
game. Carolina created some more after the Trocheck goal, 
but four goals was one too many to overcome.  

One night after the Hurricanes were quite obviously unhappy 
with the lack of power-play opportunities, both special teams 
were quite busy Tuesday night. The Canes went 0 for 4 on 
the man advantage, while Ottawa went 1 for 5. 

Another big game-changing moment came in the final 
second of the first period, as Sebastian Aho got a shot past 
Anton Forsberg. It didn’t count, though, as the puck crossed 
the line after the buzzer by the slimmest of margins.  

Speaking of Forsberg, he got the win but certainly wasn’t 
unbeatable. The former Hurricane stopped 42 of 45 shots 
faced, but he gave up a ton of rebound opportunities. 
Carolina capitalized on one of those, but probably could have 
had more.  

In the Hurricanes’ net, Antti Raanta made his first 
appearance on this side of the All-Star break and stopped 27 
of 31 shots against. Brady Tkachuk x2, Alex Formenton (who 
has four goals in three games against the Canes this year) 
and Chris Tierney were the goal scorers for the Senators.  

The Canes will have Wednesday off before returning to 
action Thursday night in Boston. 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Smith, Staal on 4-3 loss to Sens 
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By Alec Sawyer   

It was a tough night for the Carolina Hurricanes in Ottawa 
Tuesday, as the Canes fell to the Senators 4-3 in a 
disappointing outing. 

The Senators scored just 1:11 in and never looked back, 
making it 2-0 before the end of the first and 4-0 early on the 
second. The Canes played really well in the third period, with 
Andrei Svechnikov, Brendan Smith and Vincent Trocheck 
scoring, but couldn’t make it all the way out of the big hole.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On his team not quitting but also on them needing to get 
better starts: It’s a weird game. We came out and the first 
two shifts were actually great, and they threw one at the net 
and it bounced and we were behind the eight ball. Then just 
a couple real bad decisions with the puck. But I love the fact 
that we were down 4-0 going into the third and it would be 
easy just to roll over, but that’s not how these guys operate. 
Really a pretty good second half of the game, but we gave 
up too much at the start. Four goals, you don’t want to spot 
any team that. But I love the fact that we kept digging in.  

On if they can take anything away from the late fight or on if 
they look at this as a missed opportunity for two points: I 
don’t know. Both, maybe. I like the fact that we don’t quit. I 
think that’s great. We’re going to have games where it 
doesn’t go your way and you’re going to have to keep 
digging in. To me, the game was the start of the second 
period. We came out and gave them two quick ones. That 
was tough. Give the other team credit, they were ready to go 
from the start. They played well. And I thought we didn’t get 
too many breaks today. Our power play was actually really 
good. We must have had five or six that were tap-ins that 
didn’t happen to go. We’ll move on.  

On if some of it is that the puck luck is going against them: 
You can’t give a team, it doesn’t matter where the puck luck 
is going, you can’t give a team offensive opportunities. You 
want to try to win that game 1-0 and if you score four or five, 
great. You can’t give up these opportunities that we gave up 
early in the game. That’s just too hard to come back from, 
even though we certainly had plenty of opportunities to do 
that. You just can’t rely on that.  

Brendan Smith 

On if they can build on the third period: Yeah. The third 
period was good. That’s tough. If we want to be the best 
team in the world, straight when the puck drops you’ve got to 
have it. You’ve got to play the whole 60. You can’t spot them 
four and expect to win the game. We talked about after the 

second just coming in here and doing the right things, having 
the good habits and get ourselves prepared for the next 
game. Don’t let the bad habits creep in. We’ll take the 
positives out of the third, but that’s not what we want.  

On his goal: We started buzzing in the third. Guys were 
starting to kind of grind down low and make plays. It came 
out to me. It seems that when you have guys in front the 
goalie can’t see it, and guys like [Staal], he’s so big the 
goalie can’t see. I was able to pick a corner, and I had a little 
bit of time. It’s nice to get that one, but I don’t really care 
about that. I really care about the two points.  

On what the biggest problem was in the first period: Give 
kudos to them. They came out right away. They were 
buzzing, doing the right things and playing the right way, 
getting pucks in, getting on us. They were playing our game. 
They were playing the stress game and getting on us, and 
we didn’t do that. That’s just how it happens. Like I said, you 
spot them four and it’s a tough one to climb back to win. 
We’ve just got to play our system. We know when we play 
our game that we are on of the best teams in the league. 
That’s what we want to do. When we start being cute or 
trying to make too many plays in the neutral zone and turn it 
over, teams will shove it down our throats. We have to be 
smart and be right away. I know it’s cliché, but everybody 
talks about playing 60. That’s literally what you have to do to 
be the best team in the world.  

Jordan Staal 

On the effort and the game: I think it’s pretty obvious. The 
start was below average for us. Give them credit. They came 
out and played our style and were getting pucks forward. The 
first goal was a perfect example. It is a crappy bounce, but at 
the same time it’s in our end and going towards our net 
instead of the other way around. We got to our game, it was 
just a little late.  

On what he can do from a leadership standpoint to get away 
from the rough starts: We’ve got to be better, obviously. I’ve 
got to do a better job of making sure everybody is ready to 
go. It’s all through the lineup. It’s just the little details and 
things that we’ve got to be sharper with. Just play the 
mentality and style of play that we want to play. It’s so 
obvious when we play the way we want to be playing. We 
can be pretty dominant if we do it.  

On what they can take away from the late push: We could 
have lost 10-0, and we would have lost two points. We didn’t 
want to lay an egg in the third, especially for [Antti Raanta]. 
We left him out to dry in that first period. We wanted to get to 
our game, and we did. We were short, but in this league 60 
minutes has got to be every night.  
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Canes can’t complete comeback, foiled 4-3 by Senators 

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped more points north of the 
border on Tuesday, Feb. 8, suffering a 4-3 loss to the Ottawa 
Senators. The Canes struggled to get going in the first two 
periods and a three-goal third was not enough to pull even 
late. 

The Hurricanes (31-10-3) got sucker punched early by the 
Senators (16-22-4) when Brady Tkachuk beat goaltender 
Antti Raanta just 1:11 into the game. From there the Sens 
doubled their advantage by the end of the first period, then 
doubled up again for a 4-0 lead heading into the second 
intermission. With Ottawa so quick to the punch, Carolina 
was playing catch-up for the entire game. 

“I know it's cliche, but everybody talks about playing 60,” said 
defenseman Brendan Smith. “But that's literally what you 
have to do to be the best team in the world.” 

The slow start was a microcosm of the Canes’ overall play 
coming out of the All-Star break. Just a day removed from a 
hard-fought 4-3 loss to Toronto, Carolina put up a pitiful 
showing in the first 40 minutes. Despite a trio of third-period 
goals, the Hurricanes couldn’t find a way to get level again. 

The nature of these one-goal losses gives the impression 
that Carolina exhausted itself against the Maple Leafs just to 
run out of gas against the Senators. But at the end of day, in 
a tight race for playoff seeding in the Eastern Conference, 
the Canes can’t afford to be dropping points to cellar-
dwellers like Ottawa. 

To be fair, if one team has been the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
boogeyman this season, it’s the Ottawa Senators. Despite 
their overall poor season, the Sens beat the Canes 3-2 in 
regulation on Dec. 2 and then took the Hurricanes to their 
first shootout of the season on Jan. 27. Still, the Canes have 
dropped four out of six points to an Ottawa team well outside 
the playoff picture. 

Carolina even had a chance to make this game closer at the 
very end of the first period. Center Sebastian Aho fired a 
shot that beat Senators netminder Anton Forsberg through 
the five-hole, but the first-period buzzer went off just before 
the puck crossed the goal line, denying the Canes a goal 
before the first intermission. 

Although the Hurricanes couldn’t come away with points, one 
third-period goal carried some extra significance outside of 
the game. On his 33rd birthday, Smith fired a shot from 
distance that found its way into the net, cutting the Senators’ 
lead to 4-2 with just over six minutes left. 

Even though the Canes could not force overtime, their strong 
third period bodes well for them as they exit the Canadian 
leg of a four-game road trip. 

“Down 4-0 going into the third, it’d be easy just to roll over,” 
said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “That's not how these 
guys operate. So really, a pretty good second half of the 
game. We gave them too much obviously at the start… but I 
love the fact that we kept digging in.” 

The Hurricanes will travel to Boston for a road showdown 
with the Bruins on Thursday, Feb. 10. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves escape from Cleveland 

Maxim Letunov set up Joey Keane for the game-winner 22 
seconds into overtime to give the Chicago Wolves a 3-2 
victory over the Cleveland Monsters Tuesday night at Rocket 
Mortgage FieldHouse. 

Forwards David Gust and Stefan Noesen also scored for the 
Central Division-leading Wolves (27-8-4-2) while rookie 
goaltender Jack LaFontaine earned his first professional win 
with 16 saves. 

Chicago’s penalty-kill units extended their streak to 34 
consecutive kills — including a crucial kill in the final five 
minutes with the score tied — as the Wolves have not 
allowed a power-play goal in 761 minutes and 10 seconds. 

The Wolves jumped on top at 8:50 of the first on Gust’s 10th 
goal of the year. Chicago enjoyed an extended offensive 
possession, then the Monsters couldn’t control the puck 
when they finally got a stick on it. Gust collected the loose 
puck high in the left circle and snapped it past goaltender 
Jean-Francois Berube’s blocker for the 1-0 lead. 

The Monsters (13-19-5-3) pulled even on Carson Meyer’s 
shorthanded goal 13 minutes into the first. Meyer’s first shot 
was blocked by Keane, but Meyer raced to the carom and 
his new angle from the right faceoff dot found an open lane 
to the net. 

Chicago took a 2-1 lead at 13:39 of the second after another 
lengthy assault on Cleveland’s net. After forcing the tired 
Monsters to take an icing call, Noesen won the ensuing 

faceoff and captain Andrew Poturalski spun it back to Keane 
at the blue line. Keane fired from long range and Noesen 
dropped to his right knee to collect the rebound and 
backhand it past Berube. 

Cleveland forged another tie as Tyler Angle turned a 2-on-2 
rush into a 2-2 tie at 5:17 of the third. Angle executed a pull-
and-drag to get into the slot, then flicked his shot off the 
defenseman in front of the crease and it changed direction 
into the net. 

At the outset of overtime, Letunov and Keane raced down 
the ice with a 2-on-1 advantage. Letunov forced the 
defenseman to drop to the ice, fed Keane to his left and the 
Homer Glen native slammed home the one-timer for the win. 

LaFontaine (1-0-2), who turned pro on Jan. 9, missed 4:12 of 
the second period to treat an injury, but he returned to earn 
the win. Alex Lyon did not face a shot during his brief relief 
stint. 

Berube (4-8-4) rejected 32 of 35 shots, including several 
acrobatic saves to keep the Wolves at bay. 

The Wolves wrap up their four-game trip at 7 p.m. Friday 
against Rockford, then they host the IceHogs at 7 p.m. 
Saturday for Star Wars Night. To get the best tickets, 
including the special Star Wars laser sword package, click 
here or email a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258186458.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/hurricanes-late-rally-not-enough-to-overcome-slow-start-in-loss-at-ottawa/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-comeback-falls-just-short-in-ottawa/c-330608184 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-ottawa-senators-game-recap/c-330562786 
https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-ontario-canada-44dc5862d685c844881cf657109daabe 

https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-boston-bruins-24ec3814770f465e8ed803b16e473a5d 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/8/22923144/about-last-night-everything-but-a-win-carolina-hurricanes-maple-leafs-andersen-mrazek-

deangelo-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/8/22923731/carolina-hurricanes-at-ottawa-senators-game-preview-lineups-and-discussion 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/8/22924474/canes-comeback-falls-short-in-ottawa 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/8/22924684/they-said-it-brindamour-smith-staal-on-4-3-loss-to-sens 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-can-t-complete-comeback-foiled-4-3-by-senators/article_3a67552c-8960-11ec-b31a-
439a1dae9f2d.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/08/wolves-escape-from-cleveland/ 
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What was Brad Marchand chirping about to the Canes, Coyotes when he 
lit up Twitter? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

FEBRUARY 08, 2022 8:00 AM 

 

Brad Marchand doesn’t hold back, does he? 

The mercurial Boston Bruins winger recently started a social-media 
hailstorm with his war of words with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Then, he turned his sights on the Arizona Coyotes. 

At issue? How much money comes out of his paycheck. 

Piqued after a 7-1 loss to Carolina on Jan. 18 and some post-game 
gloating on Twitter by the Hurricanes, the Bruins forward tweeted: 
“You’re still the reason we pay 20 percent in escrow.” 

Commenting last week on the Coyotes’ potential plans to temporarily 
play their games at a 5,000-seat arena at Arizona State, Marchand 
tweeted: “Well ... the only way they get 5,000 fans at their games now is 
if they give 4,500 away for free so wouldn’t change much.” 

Marchand doesn’t let up — on the ice and or off it. And the Coyotes have 
averaged 11,703 fans in 21 home games this season. 

But what does that have to do with his paycheck? 

CREATING THE NHL ESCROW ACCOUNT 

Coming out of the 2004-05 lockout, in a provision agreed to by the 
owners and players’ association, the players and owners split what’s 
called “hockey related revenue,” or all of the money the league takes in 
off the game itself, off of ticket sales, concessions, merchandise, etc. The 
amount is set annually based on estimates some 16 months ahead of 
time. 

Since no one can accurately predict full league revenue that far in 
advance, the league withholds a certain amount of money from the 
players’ portion of the 50/50 split until that year’s revenue numbers are 
available. If the league’s total revenue doesn’t match the total of the 
players’ salaries, a percentage of the players’ escrow is taken to attain 
the 50/50 share, and the remainder returned to the players. 

The number has remained pretty steady in the years since the lockout. 
Over the past 10 years, the average escrow worked out to about 9.5 
percent of the players’ salaries. 

Last year, that ballooned to 20 percent. 

So, when Marchand went off on the Canes, he was blaming them, in 
part, for the escrow number being so high. 

IS IT THE CANES’ FAULT? 

No. 

The pandemic, which caused NHL revenues to tumble, is the biggest 
reason for the current high escrow total. 

After COVID-19 forced the league shutdown, followed by a modified 
return to play, the NHL and NHLPA worked together on a new CBA, and 
negotiated a cap on the amount of escrow players would have to pay 
over the following six seasons. 

Given expected post-pandemic revenue shortfalls, the sides agreed to a 
steep escrow amount early, but one that would eventually taper to far 
less than the 10-year average. 

The 2020-21 escrow number was set at 20 percent. This year, the 
number was capped at 18 percent (it’s actually 17.2). In 2022-23, it’s 
capped at 10 percent, and then 6 percent in the subsequent three 
seasons. 

So the escrow is not still 20 percent, as Marchand tweeted. It was last 
year, but is scheduled to decline rapidly beginning next year. 

IS ESCROW THE ONLY DEDUCTION FOR PLAYERS? 

Also no. 

Escrow is just part of what the players have taken from their salaries 
each year. They also have to pay federal, state and local taxes like 
everyone else. They pay their agents. They pay NHLPA dues. 

They’ve also paid when they’re on the road playing games. Most states 
that have major-league teams have had a “duty day” tax — usually 
referred to as a “Jock Tax” — that have players paying state income 
taxes on the amount of days they’re working in those states. 

While the “Jock Tax” might sound minimal, consider that in 2016, 
Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton owed California an 
estimated $137,000 in taxes as a non-California resident, according to a 
SportsIllustrated.com report. Newton, then paid $20 million, spent time in 
California — which had a 13.3 percent state income tax rate — preparing 
and playing in the Super Bowl in Santa Clara and later regular-season 
games against the Raiders (then in Oakland) and Los Angeles Rams in 
the 2016 season. 

There are some states, including Florida and Texas, that have no state 
income tax. That can make teams in those states more appealing when it 
comes to negotiating a salary — think goalie Sergei Bobrovsky of the 
Florida Panthers, who is making $10 million a year. There also is no 
“Jock Tax” for visiting teams. 

Players’ escrow amounts differ from league to league — it typically has 
been about 10 percent in the NBA, for example. In the 2018-19 NHL 
season, escrow withholding was 12.9 percent. Of that total, 3.25 percent 
was returned to the players. 

A NUMBERS GAME 

Marchand was right about the 20 percent escrow figure. There was a 20 
percent salary escrow for the 2020-21 season that was shortened to 56 
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regular-season games because of the pandemic and played in 2021. 
Many teams were severely limited in attendance and league revenues 
suffered, keeping the salary-cap ceiling at $81.5 million. 

NHL revenue dipped to an estimated $2.9 billion for 2020-21, according 
to Forbes magazine. Revenue projections for 2021-22 are an estimated 
$5 billion, commissioner Gary Bettman said recently. 

But back to Marchand’s claim about the Canes ... 

According to the recent NHL franchise valuations in Forbes, the 
Hurricanes were ranked 27th in the league with a $550 million valuation 
in 2021. The Bruins, in contrast, were fifth at $1.3 billion. One of the 
NHL’s Original Six franchises, the Bruins generate more annual hockey 
revenue than the Canes. 

Through 21 home games this season, the Canes have averaged 16,855 
fans and rank 17th in the NHL, just ahead of the New York Rangers. The 
Bruins are No. 7 at 17,850, which is 100 percent of capacity. 

Meanwhile, Marchand is paid $6.125 million per year by the Bruins, 
meaning his escrow total was about $1.2 million in 2021 and 
approximately $1.05 million this season at the 17.2 percent rate. He and 
his family live in Boston, where ostensibly he pays the appropriate state 
and local taxes. 

It’s no fun to have that much garnished from a paycheck, no matter how 
much you make. But as salty as he is, blaming the Canes for the amount 
of escrow he owes is a bit of an overstep. 

At least the Bruins don’t have another game in Raleigh this season, so 
Marchand can’t complain about paying a North Carolina “Jock Tax,” too. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 02.09.2022 

1234876 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Canes have NHL’s best penalty kill, but Brind’Amour says power play 
disparity ‘frustrating’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 08, 2022 7:45 AM 

 

Having been fined by the NHL for postgame comments critical of the 
officiating, Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour now tends to 
choose his words carefully. 

It would have been easy to go off a little Monday after a 4-3 overtime loss 
to the Toronto Maple Leafs. The Leafs had four power plays and five 
minutes of power-play time, getting a goal from Auston Matthews. The 
Canes: one power play for 16 seconds. 

Both teams played hard in their first game after the NHL All-Star break. 
There were a lot of intense battles, along the boards and in front of the 
net at Scotiabank Arena. There was one fight, the Canes’ Brendan Smith 
and the Leafs’ Wayne Simmonds dropping the gloves to go at it. 

But other than the fighting majors to Smith and Simmonds, the Canes 
were called for four penalties and the Leafs for one — a holding call on 
defenseman Morgan Rielly that negated nearly all of a Leafs power play 
in the third period. 

“It’s always frustrating,” Brind’Amour said after the game. “I don’t know 
that ... I don’t know what to say about it. It does get frustrating but we 
kind of talk about it every night. 

“For whatever reason, it always works out that way. It always seems like 
we’re always getting less power plays every night. You would think it 
would even out a little more.” 

The Canes are a quick playmaking team not lacking for skill players. 
They stay in motion, attacking and pressuring, forcing opponents to 
react. Their defensemen are aggressive. 

In their 43 games, the Canes have forced 143 penalties, 27th in the NHL. 
They been called for 170, 13th in the league. 

Only the Arizona Coyotes, the league’s worst team, has a worse penalty 
differential — minus-38 to the Canes’ minus-27. In contrast, the Colorado 
Avalanche are plus-30. 

While ranking 10th in power-play percentage (24.8), the Canes are 21st 
in power-play opportunities with 125, with more power plays than their 
opponents in 12 of their 43 games. They’ve had one power play in six 
games, and did not have a power play Dec. 4 against Buffalo, albeit in a 
6-2 win 

Matthews and Mitch Marner both had two goals Monday and Marner’s 
second won it at 2:51 of overtime. Matthews’ second goal, with 23 
seconds left in the second period, gave the Leafs a 2-1 lead and Marner 
tied it 3-3 in the third. 

Nino Niederreiter scored his 13th of the season in the first for the Canes, 
who had won four straight before the break. Tony DeAngelo’s goal eight 
seconds into the third tied the score 2-2, and Derek Stepan gave the 
Canes a lead midway through the third. 

All that came at even strength. Matthews’ power-play goal in the second 
period gave Toronto the special-teams edge for the game as the Leafs 
took a sixth straight victory. 

“We didn’t get any tonight. It might be different tomorrow (at Ottawa) but 
they got a power-play goal that we needed to kill,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
guess in the end that was the difference in the game. Tough loss that 
way but it was a good game. These guys played hard.” 

Both goalies played well, and each had 28 saves in the first confrontation 
between the Canes’ Frederik Andersen and the Leafs’ Petr Mrazek, who 
traded positions after last season — Andersen leaving Toronto to sign as 
a free agent with Carolina and Mrazek leaving the Canes and signing 
with the Leafs. 

Attendance at Scotiabank Arena was limited to 500 because of pandemic 
restrictions, but Andersen’s contributions to the Leafs — five seasons, 
149 wins — were recognized during the game in the mostly empty 
building. 

“It was nice for them to kind of say thanks for the time here,” Andersen 
said. “That was a little bit weird but eventually the game has to come 
first.” 

 

News Observer LOADED: 02.09.2022 

1234857 Boston Bruins 

 

Brad Marchand given match penalty, Patrice Bergeron injured as Bruins 
suffer costly loss to Penguins 

 

Staff Report 

Updated February 8, 2022, 11:14 p.m. 

 

A petty exchange between Brad Marchand and Penguins goalie Tristan 
Jarry at the end of the second period on Tuesday escalated into an 
altercation that could lead to larger consequences for Marchand. 

The Bruins were in a 3-2 hole, fending off a Penguins attack as time ran 
down. Marchand flipped the puck to the other end of the ice. Jarry 
snagged it and appeared to offer it to a fan on the other side of the glass. 
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As Jarry was about to toss the puck over, Marchand swooped in and 
swatted his stick. Marchand and Jarry exchanged words on their way to 
the locker rooms. 

But it wasn’t over. The Bruins were down 4-2 with less than a minute left 
when Marchand recovered a wrist shot by Craig Smith and tried to jam a 
shot attempt past Jarry, who made the stop and had some words for 
Marchand afterwards. 

Marchand charged in and punched Jarry. Then after being restrained by 
an official, he jabbed Jarry in the helmet with his stick. The incidents 
earned Marchand a roughing penalty and a match penalty for 
unsportsmanlike conduct. 

“That happened quick,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said. “I don’t know 
honestly. Lack of discipline, obviously on Brad’s part in that situation ... 
You’ve got to have better discipline. At the end of the day, Brad’s a 
leader on our team and he needs to control his emotions in that 
situation.” 

Marchand has already been suspended this season. In November he 
was handed a three-game suspension for slew-footing Vancouver’s 
Oliver Ekman-Larsson. 

Meanwhile, Patrice Bergeron left the ice at the 11:16 mark of the third 
after his skate got tangled with Sidney Crosby. Bergeron tumbled into the 
boards and stayed down before eventually leaving the ice to go to the 
training room. 

Cassidy said he had an upper body injury. 

“I don’t know if the concussion [spotter] took him out,” Cassidy said. “The 
way he went into the boards, I wouldn’t be surprised. When you’re down 
like that, that’s typically what happens. I did not speak to him. He didn’t 
come back to the bench. I went into the training room, he wasn’t there. 
So that’s about all I got for right now. Hopefully, he’s OK.” 
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Bruins blow another lead, this time in loss to Danton Heinen and the 
Penguins 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff 

Updated February 8, 2022, 9:40 p.m. 

 

As refreshed as the Bruins might have felt coming out of the All-Star 
break and as encouraged as they might have been after winning 12 of 17 
games once teams returned in January from the league-wide hiatus, they 
were reminded in their 4-2 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins of some of the 
red flags that started to pop up at the end of the season’s first half. 

The Bruins had lost three of their last five, and in both wins and losses, 
they had built leads and watched them unravel. 

They had a two-goal lead against the Colorado Avalanche going into the 
third period on Jan. 26 and let the Avalanche come back to win 4-3 in 
overtime. They took another two-goal lead into the third against the 
Seattle Kraken on Feb. 1, but let Seattle score twice in the first eight 
minutes before salvaging a 3-2 victory. 

Against the Penguins at TD Garden on Tuesday, the Bruins’ lead didn’t 
even last to the final frame. They jumped out to another two-goal lead 
only to give it up faster than they got it. 

And there was more. Patrice Bergeron left in the third period and did not 
return. And Brad Marchand might be facing a suspension. He was 

ejected in the final seconds after punching Penguins goaltender Tristan 
Jarry in the crease after the whistle. 

The Penguins snapped a four-game losing streak, while the Bruins took 
their third loss in five games. 

“They were opportunistic,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We need to 
be better. We need saves when we do break down. We’re not a perfect 
team.” 

The Bruins got their first goal of the night on the power play after a Radim 
Zohorna tripping penalty. Bergeron won the face-off, then made a play to 
keep the puck in the offensive zone and find Taylor Hall, who hit 
Pastrnak on the left side for his 23d goal of the season and his 12th 
power-play tally. 

Late in the first, a Penguins line change set up a Bruins 3-on-1 rush with 
Erik Haula, Hall, and Pastrnak forming a triangle around John Marino. 
From the left side, Haula hit Hall in the middle; Jarry got a glove to Hall’s 
shot, but couldn’t squeeze it. The puck popped free and Pastrnak was 
waiting to pounce, swatting it out of mid-air for his second goal of the 
night and giving the Bruins a 2-0 lead. 

Pastrnak now has 40 career multi-goal games, six this season. The 
Bruins came in 5-0 this year when Pastrnak scored multiple goals in a 
game and 30-10 all-time. Pastrnak has scored 16 goals since the start of 
January and Hall’s assisted on nine of them. 

“We like to play with each other and building our chemistry, getting 
better,” Bergeron said. “But you know, still a lot of game to work at.” 

Danton Heinen, the Bruins’ fourth-round pick in 2014 who was traded to 
Anaheim in 2020, made his mark in the second period, going forehand to 
backhand to beat Jeremy Swayman and cut the Bruins lead to 2-1. 

Heinen scored nine goals for the Penguins in his first 30 games, but 
since the league went on hiatus in December, he’d been in a 10-game 
drought. He snapped out of it with his first multi-goal game since his 
Bruins days. 

His second goal tied it at 2-2. He let a wrist shot go from the right circle 
that bounced off Swayman’s shoulder and played hide-and-seek until 
Swayman knocked it into the net himself. 

“We kind of shot ourselves in the foot,” Pastrnak said. “I think we’re a 
better team but we made a lot of mistakes and Pittsburgh has a great 
team and a lot of skill and they were able to capitalize on every mistake.” 

The Penguins made the comeback complete at the 12:53 mark, putting 
too many bodies in front of Swayman for him to handle. Brian Rust 
recovered his own miss, went behind the net, and spotted Sidney Crosby 
set up on the other side. Crosby snapped off a quick shot that barely 
wriggled past Swayman to put Pittsburgh up, 3-2. 

Swayman was back on the Bruins roster after being assigned last month 
to AHL Providence when Tuukka Rask made his attempt at a comeback 
from offseason hip surgery. It was his first start since Jan. 6. He gave up 
three goals for the seventh time this season. 

“Goaltending picks you up some nights and it can deflate you,” Cassidy 
said. “I think we saw both in the second period, so it gets away from us a 
little bit.” 

The Bruins’ best shot to even it came after Crosby went to the penalty 
box for roughing at the 9:25 mark in the third, but the Bruins didn’t get a 
shot off on the ensuing power play. The Penguins sealed it with an 
empty-net goal by Bryan Rust with 1:29 left. 

But the momentum was Pittsburgh’s long before that. 

“As a coach you’re trying to get that message across,” Cassidy said. 
“Things happen quick, so I’ve got to do a better job with that. Obviously, 
the players have to recognize when the other team’s making a push and 
get the game back and the momentum back into our favor when those 
things happen.” 
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Tuukka Rask ready to call off his comeback with Bruins, report says 

 

By Staff and wire reports 

Updated February 8, 2022, 8:22 p.m. 

 

Goaltender Tuukka Rask is not expected to continue his comeback 
attempt with the Bruins, according to a report in The Athletic on Tuesday. 

The 34-year-old Rask, who signed a one-year deal to return to Boston in 
January, is 2-2 with a 4.28 GAA this season. Rask, who underwent 
offseason hip surgery, last played Jan. 24 against Anaheim. 

“I think that’s for Tuukka to comment on his on his stature,” Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy said. “I was told he wouldn’t practice this week. I don’t 
think that’s changing at all. So if he has something to say, I think I’ll leave 
it to him.” 
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After a needed break, the Bruins are prepped for a packed second half 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff 

Updated February 8, 2022, 6:48 p.m. 

 

The unusual nature of the Bruins’ first-half schedule — long stretches 
between games, bouts of COVID-19 pulling players in and out of the 
lineup, then a rush of games crammed in before the league ultimately 
paused in December — gave the season a strange rhythm. 

The Bruins played 26 games over the first three months of the season. 
They came back from the league-wide hiatus and played 16 in January 
alone. 

“We’re all humans,” said captain Patrice Bergeron. “You can hit a wall.” 

The five-day break for the All-Star Game will be the last time the Bruins 
get to rest as they stare down a stretch of 39 games over 81 days, 
starting Tuesday night at TD Garden against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“We know what to expect for sure,” said Bergeron. “I think everyone on 
the team, whether it’s me personally addressing the team but also the 
coaching staff, I think we have a better understanding of what’s coming 
now.” 

When the Bruins returned to Warrior Ice Arena on Monday, coach Bruce 
Cassidy saw a team that benefited from the time away from the ice. Brad 
Marchand had time to let his injured shoulder heal. 

“Guys got away, we had an extended run there of a lot of hockey, so 
good break for them, the physical part of it,” Cassidy said. “I think 
mentally they were in a good place. The game was going well, so that 
part of it they didn’t need as much as maybe the Christmas [break]. So 
we’ll see.” 

Goalie Linus Ullmark was able to get a breather after starting four straight 
games to close out the first half. Erik Haula is back from COVID 
protocols. Trent Frederic and Nick Foligno were both available Tuesday. 

“This is the healthiest we’ve been up front,” Cassidy said. “I think all 14 
guys are eligible tonight to play whether it’s COVID or injuries. So, create 
a little competition in the lineup. See if that makes us better too.” 

Unsurprisingly, Bergeron said finding time to rest becomes more 
important with a cramped schedule. 

“Rest is definitely a weapon when you’re playing that many games in a 
short amount of time,” said Bergeron, who’s played 42 of 43 games and 
logged 775 minutes on the ice. “To me, it’s just making sure your sleep, 
you’re taking care of that, you’re eating the right thing and that’s it.” 

The Bruins will also have to manage their practice schedule carefully. 

“As far as practices go, you go with what’s available without making it too 
much,” Bergeron said. “So I think there’s a fine line there and there’s a 
balance you have to find. I think we’ve done a good job talking with the 
coaching staff to find ways to make it work for everybody.” 

Heinen set for Boston reunion 

Bruce Cassidy recognized all the pros in Danton Heinen’s game over the 
nearly four years Heinen spent in Boston to start his career — he was a 
versatile and coachable player as well as a good teammate. 

He did so much that the load might have been unmanageable over a 
long year that pushed into the postseason. 

 “He was a good player for us,” Cassidy said. “Played his offside, could 
move up with Bergy and Marsh. I don’t know if he could sustain that over 
time in the playoffs. That was a challenge. It would be a challenge for 
anybody to be honest with you.” 

Trading Heinen to Anaheim in February 2020 for Nick Ritchie was a 
matter of finding a better fit for the lineup. 

“We just felt we needed a little more heaviness in our lineup,” Cassidy 
said. “I don’t think it was anything against Dan’s play, per se.” 

Heinen spent parts of two seasons with the Ducks before landing with the 
Penguins this season. As Bruins crossed paths with the organization’s 
fourth-round pick in 2014, Cassidy could still see the value Heinen can 
bring to a team. 

“He’s a good guy to have in your lineup to move around, especially with 
the amount of injuries you have [and] COVID,” Cassidy said. “At times it’s 
even better because guys are dropping the day of a game, too. So he’s a 
guy that didn’t need a lot of coaching to go up in a lineup. He’s a cerebral 
player as well. 

“So, happy to see him doing well in Pittsburgh. Like I said, he’s a good 
kid. He was a good teammate here, guys are still friends with him. It was 
just one of those moves we made to try to add an element to our team 
and unfortunately had to give up a good player to do it.” 

Line ‘em up 

With Haula back on the ice, Cassidy was able to restore the lines that 
jump-started the Bruins in January. Haula centered the second line with 
Taylor Hall and David Pastrnak. Craig Smith moved back to the top line 
with Bergeron and Marchand. Charlie Coyle pivoted Jake DeBrusk and 
Oskar Steen on the third line. 

Foligno, who hadn’t played since Jan. 24, was also back in the lineup on 
the third line with Tomas Nosek and Curtis Lazar. Foligno was also on 
the power-play unit. 

“We want to make an effort to get Nick as many reps as possible,” 
Cassidy said. “We wanted to give them a longer period of time to figure 
out what the best fit was [and] balance that.” 
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Bruins blow lead, lose to Penguins, 4-2 

 

By Steve Conroy | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

PUBLISHED: February 8, 2022 at 9:43 p.m. | UPDATED: February 8, 
2022 at 11:37 p.m. 

 

A night that began with such promise ended with a disheartening and 
multi-faceted thud for the Bruins. 

Not only did they blow a 2-0 lead and lose a game, 4-2, to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins that they should have won at the Garden on Tuesday, captain 
Patrice Bergeron left the game in the third period after incidental contact 
with Sidney Crosby made him lose his balance and crash into the 
boards, hitting the side of his head. Bergeron, who has had multiple 
concussions in his career, did not return. 

If that wasn’t bad enough, Brad Marchand lost his cool with 24 seconds 
left and the game already decided. He first punched goalie Tristan Jarry 
(43 saves) after the whistle and then, after being separated, he went 
back at the goalie and shoved his stick in his mask. That earned him 
seven minutes in penalties, including a match penalty that comes with an 
automatic suspension pending a review. Jarry wasn’t hurt, but 
Marchand’s history could earn him an unwanted vacation. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy didn’t have an updated on Bergeron, other than to 
assume the concussion spotter pulled him from the game. As for 
Marchand, Cassidy was not thrilled. 

“Lack of discipline, obviously, on Brad’s part,” said Cassidy. “You’ve got 
to have better displine at the end of the day. Brad’s a leader on our team 
and he needs to control his emotions in that situation.” 

And if we are in the post-Tuukka Rask era — according to a report in the 
Athletic, he’s expected to pull the plug on his comeback attempt — it did 
not get off to a great start from a goaltending perspective. 

While Jarry was excellent in first keeping his team in the game and then 
shutting the door when the Pens pulled ahead, Jeremy Swayman was 
not great. The Pens’ second and tying goal from old friend Danton 
Heinen was a bad one, a shot from outside the right dot that somehow 
climbed up his body, over his shoulder and dropped behind him. 

While he acknowledged his team wasn’t perfect in front of Swayman on 
the first goal against, the main story of the loss for Cassidy was the 
goalie play. 

“Goaltending picks you up some nights and it can deflate you, and I think 
we saw both in the second period,” said Cassidy. “Their guy made more 
stops than our guy did.” 

The night got off to such a promising start. 

The B’s took a 2-0 lead in the first period on a pair of David Pastrnak 
goals (23, 24), one power-play goal and anothe even strength. 

On the PP, the Penguins’ John Marino beat Charlie McAvoy to the puck 
along the right half wall, but Bergeron was there backing him up at the 
point to gather Marino’s clear attempt. Bergeron slipped a pass to Taylor 
Hall cutting through the slot. Hall in turn dished it to Pastrnak on the left 
elbow and Pastrnak ripped a one-timer past Jarry at 2:01. 

The B’s doubled their lead at 15:34. The play started on what could have 
been an icing infraction on Pittsburgh but Matt Grzelcyk collected and 
started the quick counter attack that resulted in a 3-on-1 for the B’s. 

As Pastrnak headed for the net, Erik Haula dished to Hall, who ripped a 
shot that Jarry stopped but could not control with his glove. Before the 
puck hit the ice, Pastrnak batted it home shortside for his 24th of the 
year, fourth in two games and 16th since January 4 . 

Sniffing blood in the water, the B’s poured it on the rest of the period, with 
both Mike Reilly and DeBrusk hitting iron and Jarry making several big 
stops in tight. The B’s finished with a 17-10 shot advantage in the first but 
still only 2-0 in goals. 

Then a neutral zone miscue early in the second period changed the tenor 
of the game. Pastrnak led Hall just a bit too much on a rush near the red 
line and Mike Matheson picked it off, creating a quick 2-on-1 for the 
Pens. Brock McGinn fed old friend Danton Heinen and he tucked a 
backhander behind Swayman at 4:18. 

“I think we kind of shot ourselves in the foot,” said Pastrnak. “We were 
the better team but we made a lot of mistakes. Pittsburgh is a great team 
with a lot of skill and were able to capitalize our every mistake. It started 
with the first goal and our line. We’ve got be better there.” 

The next thing the B’s knew, they were in a tie game. Just 28 seconds 
later, Heinen scored his softy and the Pens had themselves a new game. 

After Charlie Coyle was called for interference on Jeff Carter after he got 
caught trying to tangle at the blue line, Crosby scored on the power-play 
at 12:53 and the Pens, improbably, had a 3-2 advantage. The B’s had 
numerous chances to tie it in the second, including one on which 
Marchand could not one-time a puck into an empty net, but they could 
never pull even. 

With the Pens doing a much better job of limiting Bruins chances in the 
third, Crosby’s goal held up as the winner and Bryan Rust finished it off 
with an empty-netter. Then Marchand went inadvisedly ballistic. 

Now they could be facing a Carolina Hurricanes team that has had its 
way with the B’s in the first two meetings this year, they could be without 
both Bergeron and Marchand. 

That’s not exactly ideal. 
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Report: Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask not expected to continue comeback 

 

By Steve Conroy | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

PUBLISHED: February 8, 2022 at 1:44 p.m. | UPDATED: February 8, 
2022 at 10:36 p.m. 

 

Tuukka Rask, it is increasingly appearing, may have played his last game 
for the Bruins. 

According to a report in The Athletic, the B’s “are not expecting” Rask to 
continue his comeback attempt from hip surgery. 

If that is indeed the case, it would not be a big surprise considering what 
has transpired the last couple of weeks. 

After being pulled from the lineup, on the B’s road trip in Arizona on Jan. 
28 because of a lower body injury that was related to the surgically 
repaired hip, Rask has not felt comfortable enough to hit the ice again. It 
was hoped after the five-day All-Star break that he’d be able to give it a 
go again. But when the team reconvened for practice in Brighton on 
Monday, Rask was not on the ice. It was not a promising sign. 

After the B’s 4-2 loss to the Penguins on Tuesday night, coach Bruce 
Cassidy would not confirm or deny the report. 
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“I think that’s for Tuukka to comment on his stature,” said Cassidy. “I was 
told he wouldn’t practice this week. I don’t think that’s changing at all. So 
if he has something to say, I think I’ll leave it to him.” 

If this is it for Rask, he’ll retire as the Bruins’ all-time winningest goalie 
with 308 wins and leading the B’s to two Finals appearances. He won a 
Vezina Trophy as the league’s best goalie in 2013-14 and is a borderline 
Hall of Famer. But this is clearly not the way he would have wanted his 
career to end. 

Haula doing the job 

When Erik Haula got the assignment of centering Taylor Hall and David 
Pastrnak back on Jan. 1, many observers thought he would be a 
placeholder for whomever the Bruins obtained by the trade deadline. 

But a funny thing happened. Haula and the line have succeeded beyond 
many our imaginations. The well-traveled free agent signee did not begin 
his Bruin career well. Up until the new year, he had just one goal and four 
assists in 26 games, at one point earning a healthy scratch. 

Since Jan. 1, however, his offense has picked up. Haula — slated to 
return to the lineup on Tuesday after missing the last two games before 
the break with COVID — had 4-7-11 totals in the 15 games since coach 
Cassidy rearranged his lines. What’s more, he has helped unlock the 
offensive gifts of his wingers. Going into Tuesday’s game against the 
Penguins, Pastrnak had 14-8-22 totals since Jan. 1 and Hall has had 5-
10-15 in that time frame. 

Granted, a good chunk of that production from the wingers has been with 
the first power-play unit, but Haula’s contribution on that line over what is 
now a decent sample size is noteworthy. And confidence in him being 
able to do the job in that spot is growing. 

“We didn’t know how it would play out, honestly,” said Cassidy. “The 
conversation with Erik was ‘You’ve got to go in and be a 200-foot player. 
These guys are going to be creative, they’re wingers, they’re use to 
having a (conscientious) centerman – especially Pasta, who’s had a 
Selke guy (Patrice Bergeron) beside him for a number of years. So let’s 
make sure you take care of that dirty work. The offense should fall into 
your lap a little bit if you’re in the right spots.’ That was the conversation 
and he bought into it right away. So it was good. We thought about 
(Tomas) Nosek as well there but we really liked him anchoring the line 
that he was on. We didn’t want to lose that ability to play those guys in 
any situation against anybody. So that was the decision and he’s done a 
good job with it. 

“Unfortunately, he got COVID when things were going well for him but 
right now, knock on wood, he’s not affected by it and he doesn’t miss a 
bit going back in there. He’d been in the league so you have some 
confidence in him, but he didn’t get off to the start he wanted so we 
weren’t really sure. But it certainly wasn’t out of nowhere where (we 
thought) he couldn’t do it.” 

Is that confidence in Haula enough that GM Don Sweeney is able to pass 
on what could be a pricey acquisition for a second line center, say a 
Claude Giroux or a J.T. Miller? It’s not like they couldn’t use the help with 
some stoutness on the back end or perhaps even some added scoring 
touch on the right wing. There’s still some time to figure it out before the 
March 21 deadline. But if Haula can continue holding down the job, it 
would give Sweeney more options. 

Foligno returns 

Nick Foligno, knocked out of the lineup after suffering an upper body 
injury against Anaheim on Jan. 24, returns to the lineup against the 
Penguins, with Anton Blidh as the odd-man out on the fourth line. 

Hall, however, maintained the net-front spot on the first power-play unit, a 
role in which Foligno had been used before getting hurt. With the PP 
clicking of late, there isn’t much reason to change. The B’s have scored 
at least one power-play goal in 11 of their previous 14 games going into 
Tuesday. 

Hall had originally been given the spot, but then Foligno was switched in. 

“I think it was more of trying to Nick as many reps as possible. We 
wanted to give him a longer period of time to figure out who the best fit 
was,” said Cassidy. “Taylor’s gone in and the power-play’s been very 
good lately so we’ll give him his chance to stay on it. He’s done his part. 
It’s Nick’s first game back so we’ll see how he does with the other group.” 

Foligno move to the net-front spot on the second unit, moving Charlie 
Coyle over to one of the elbow spots. 

Busy road ahead 

After the All-Star break, the B’s immediately get back into the grind. 
Between Tuesday’s game against Pittsburgh and including the trade 
deadline day game in Montreal on March 21, the B’s will play 19 games, 
14 of which will be on the road. That includes a six-game western swing. 

It will be a challenge, physically and mentally, for the players. But the 
month of January, when they jammed in 16 games, should give them a 
pretty good road map on how to deal with it. 

“We know what to expect, that’s the first thing for sure,” said the 36-year-
old Bergeron. “I think everyone as a team, the players but the coaching 
staff, we have a better understanding of what’s coming and how to 
approach it. Rest is definitely a weapon when you’re playing that many 
games. To me, you have to make sure you take care of your sleep, you 
eat the rights things and that’s it. As far as practices, you go with what’s 
available, without making it too much. I think there’s a fine line there and 
a balance you have to find. I think we’ve done a good job of talking with 
the coaching staff and finding ways to make it work for everybody.” 

Bergeron conceded the he felt the team was wearing down before the 
break. 

“I think the break was good for everyone, kind of a re-charge. It was a lot 
of hockey in a short period of time, so maybe a little bit,” he said. “But I 
think that’s normal at some point. We’re all humans and at some point 
you hit a wall a little bit and you have to find ways to get your energy 
back. I think it was perfect timing for the break.” 
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2022 NHL trade targets: Four defensemen Bruins should pursue before 
deadline 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

A lack of defensive depth has been an issue for the Boston Bruins in 
recent Stanley Cup Playoff runs, which is why acquiring a defenseman 
should be near the top of general manager Don Sweeney's to-do list as 
the March 21 trade deadline nears. 

These depth issues were a fatal flaw last season when the Bruins were 
unable to overcome injuries to Brandon Carlo and Kevan Miller as the 
New York Islanders closed out their second-round series versus Boston 
with three consecutive wins. 

2022 NHL trade targets: Five forwards Bruins should pursue before 
deadline 

Here are four defensemen the Bruins should consider pursuing ahead of 
the 2022 trade deadline (all salary/contract info via CapFriendly). 

Calvin de Haan, Chicago Blackhawks 

2021-22 Stats: 1 G, 3 A in 42 GP 
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Age: 30 

Contract: $4.55M cap hit, UFA in 2022 

De Haan checks off a few boxes for the Bruins. He plays the left side, 
he's a strong defensive player, he has a lot of experience and probably 
wouldn't cost a ton to acquire. 

De Haan is one of five players in the league with 100 or more blocked 
shots entering Thursday. He puts his body on the line and doesn't shy 
away from 50-50 battles. Chicago has a .922 save percentage at 5-on-5 
with de Haan on the ice, and the team also accounts for 54 percent of all 
high-danger scoring chances (the highest among all Blackhawks d-men) 
in those minutes, per Natural Stat Trick. 

The Blackhawks own the third-worst record in the league, so there's no 
reason for them to hold on to de Haan past the trade deadline when he 
could walk in free agency this July. 

Mark Giordano, Kraken 

2021-22 Stats: 4 G, 14 A in 40 GP 

Age: 38 

Contract: $6.75M cap hit, UFA in 2022 

Giordano isn't an elite defenseman any more, but he can absolutely still 
play a second- or third-pairing role on a contending team.  

The Kraken haven't allowed many Grade A scoring chances with 
Giordano on the ice, evidenced by his impressive 55.4 high-danger 
attempt percentage. Giordano isn't going to tally around 40-50 points in a 
season at this stage of his career, but he's still producing at a pretty 
decent rate with 18 points in 40 games (0.45 points per night). 

Seattle's captain plays the left side of the blue line, too, which addresses 
one of Boston's needs. 

The Kraken are struggling mightily with the second-worst record in the 
league. Giordano is one of their pending UFAs. The smartest move for 
Seattle would be trading Giordano for picks and/or prospects to 
accelerate the team's journey toward being a contender. 

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman wrote in early January that "It’s unlikely 
Giordano stays with the Kraken, as he’ll have serious rental value." 

Nick Leddy, Detroit Red Wings 

2021-22 Stats: 1 G, 10 A in 40 GP 

Age: 30 

Contract: $5.5M cap hit, UFA in 2022 

Leddy would be an excellent depth addition to the Bruins' blue line. He's 
a reliable, steady defensemen who plays solid defense, generates 
decent offense (20-30 points per season) and can contribute to special 
teams. 

Leddy also is a very experienced player, with 121 career playoff games 
and a Stanley Cup title under his belt. Another bonus with Leddy is he's a 
left-shot defenseman, and the Bruins could definitely use more depth on 
that side of the blue line.  

The Red Wings are unlikely to be a contender for one of the wild card 
spots in the Eastern Conference, so it would make sense for them to a 
get a draft pick and/or a prospect for an upcoming free agent like Leddy. 
Moving Leddy also would allow some of the Red Wings' younger 
defensemen to get more ice time. 

Jakob Chychrun, Coyotes 

2021-22 Stats: 2 G, 6 A in 29 GP 

Age: 23 

Contract: $4.6M cap hit, UFA in 2025 

Acquiring Chychrun would classify as a blockbuster move for the Bruins, 
one that would help them right now and for several years because the 
Coyotes star still has three more seasons remaining on his contract, 
which also carries a very reasonable $4.6 million salary cap hit. 

Chychrun is a legit first-pairing defenseman who plays in all situations, 
logs 20-plus minutes per game and generates scoring at 5-on-5 and the 
power play.  When healthy, Chychrun should score 10-plus goals and 
tally around 40 points on an annual basis.  

The cost to get Chychrun will be substantial, with reports indicating that a 
top-tier prospect, a first-round pick and a quality NHL player as a likely 
asking price.  

The Bruins need another top-four defenseman, so a move for Chychrun 
would satisfy a roster weakness. The question is whether the B's want to 
cash some of their best trade assets for Chychrun or use them to 
address another roster need such as a No. 2 center. 
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Tuukka Rask injury: Latest update on Bruins goalie's status 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

BRUINS 

Boston Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask won't be back in the net for at least 
another week. 

Rask, as well as defenseman Urho Vaakanainen, was absent from 
Monday's practice at Warrior Ice Arena -- the team's first skate following 
Saturday afternoon's 2022 NHL All-Star Game. 

Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters Tuesday that Rask won't 
practice this week. Rask has a lower body injury and hasn't played since 
Boston's 5-3 loss to the Anaheim Ducks on Jan. 24. 

The veteran goalie has struggled in his return to the Bruins, posting a 2-
2-0 record, a .844 save percentage and a 4.28 GAA over four starts.  

Cassidy also revealed that rookie netminder Jeremy Swayman will start 
Tuesday night's game against the Pittsburgh Penguins at TD Garden.  
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Talking Points: Jarry Stones Bruins, Marchand Snaps In 4-2 Pens Win 

 

Published 5 hours ago on February 8, 2022 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

BOSTON – Tristan Jarry made 43 saves and former Boston Bruins 
winger Danton Heinen scored two goals as the Pittsburgh Penguins 
erased a 2-0 deficit to storm back and beat the Bruins 4-2. 

After Boston Bruins winger David Pastrnak scored two goals in the first 
period to put the Bruins up by a pair headed to the second, Heinen 
scored twice in 28 seconds to tie the game at two. Penguins captain 
Sidney Crosby then scored what proved to be the game-winner at 12:53 
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of the middle frame. Bryan Rust added an empty-netter at 18:31 of the 
third period. 

Ironically on a night when Tuukka Rask has reportedly decided to retire, 
Boston Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman was shaky, allowing three goals 
on 25 shots in his first NHL start since Jan. 6. He’s now lost two straight 
starts. 

GOLD STAR: Tristan Jarry – The Vezina Trophy candidate was 
sensational for the Penguins finishing with  He recovered from the two 
early goals by Pastrnak and held the Bruins at bay in the second, paving 
the way for the comeback. Whatever happened to Jarry in the playoffs 
last season, he seems to have put it behind him. 

BLACK EYE: Brad Marchand – I’ve gone to bat for Brad Marchand plenty 
of times, pointing out how despite getting the dirty and dumb plays out of 
his game, and becoming an elite NHL star, he doesn’t get the respect 
and benefit of the doubt he’s earned recently from the NHL Department 
of Player Safety. Well, man, did Marchand make me look dumb and 
justify the lack of protection he gets from the league at the end of this 
game. Actually, the silliness from the Boston Bruins winger began at the 
end of the second period when Marchand stole a puck from Jarry just as 
he was about to flip it to a fan. 

Then at the end of the game, Marchand basically snapped on the 
Penguins goalie, cross-checking him and then circling back and swinging 
his stick at Jarry’s head. Marchand received a two-minute minor for 
roughing and was given a five-minute major and match penalty for an 
attempt to injure. He will likely have a hearing with the NDPS and a 
lengthy suspension is likely coming as well. The timing of this bone-
headed play couldn’t have been worse as Bergeron never returned and 
according to Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy, may have a 
concussion. That means the Bruins could be without two of their best 
players Thursday when they host the Carolina Hurricanes at TD Garden, 
and maybe beyond that. 

TURNING POINT: The Second Period – After totally dominating the 
Penguins in the opening frame, the Boston Bruins opened up the middle 
of the ice and let the Pens skate free and uncontested right down the 
pike. Heinen scored two goals in 28 seconds to tie the game at two 4:46 
into the middle frame. Then with Bruins center Charlie Coyle in the 
penalty box for interference at 11:53 of the period, Crosby scored a 
powerplay goal and the 499th goal of his career at 12:53 to make it 3-2 
Pens. 

HONORABLE MENTION: David Pastrnak – Pastrnak picked up right 
where he left off, scoring two more goals and bringing his season total to 
24. Pastrnak now has four goals in his last two games after scoring two 
(including the game-winner) against the Seattle Kraken in a 3-2 win on 
February 1. 

 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 02.09.2022 

1234866 Boston Bruins 

 

Boston Bruins Rask Mulling Retirement After Comeback Attempt 

 

Published 7 hours ago on February 8, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Given that Boston Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask enjoyed a window into 
what retirement might be like during the first half of this season while 
rehabbing from summer hip surgery, it shouldn’t be surprising that the 
leisurely lifestyle might have suited him well. 

Rask is reportedly mulling NHL retirement with the Boston Bruins not 
expecting him to come back to play this season once his 34-year-old 

body didn’t respond as well as he would have liked to the comeback, per 
sources with knowledge of the situation. 

Rask signed a one-year deal for $1 million last month after a long rehab 
process and his comeback had forced the Bruins to send promising 
rookie netminder Jeremy Swayman to Providence. 

Rask struggled in his four starts with the Boston Bruins after rehabbing 
from hip surgery and posted a 2-2-0 record with a 4.28 goals against 
average and .844 save percentage while dealing with some lingering 
physical issues. Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy cryptically said 
on Monday there might be news on the Rask front next week after he 
was shut down this week, and that definitely opened the door for 
retirement speculation. 

“He’s not on the ice today. He won’t be practicing this week, so we’ll 
update at the end of the week or early next week,” said Cassidy. “That’s 
where he’s at right now. We’ll see where it goes from there. He’s kind of 
fighting through some medical issues, I guess, or body issues for his age 
with the comeback. So we’ll see how it turns out.” 

Rask’s absence will leave the goaltending tandem of Jeremy Swayman 
and Linus Ullmark in place for the rest of the season, where one or both 
netminders will get their first career Stanley Cup playoff experience this 
spring. 

If this truly is it for Rask at the NHL level, he leaves the Boston Bruins as 
the winningest goaltender in franchise history with 308 career victories in 
564 games for the Black and Gold with a pair of All-Star appearances, a 
Vezina Trophy and two trips to the Stanley Cup Final as the No. 1 
goaltender with a Stanley Cup championship from the 2010-11 season 
while backing up Tim Thomas. 

Rask finishes with a phenomenal career .925 save percentage in the 
playoffs, but fair or unfair will be remembered as a playoff goaltender that 
wasn’t able to dominate during the moment of truth in either of his two 
best chances to win a Cup in 2013 or 2019. 

What’s interesting to note about all of this is how unsurprising all of this is 
for a guy in Rask that has many other interests outside of hockey, and 
might even consider tennis, rather than hockey, as his favorite sport. 
Rask was always the kind of competitor that was going to retire sooner 
rather than later, and not going to be somebody hanging around for a 
Stanley Cup that eluded him as the No. 1 guy between the pipes in 
Boston. 

After all this is a guy that was already talking about retirement as the 
winning goaltender in the Winter Classic against the Chicago Blackhawks 
at Notre Dame some three years ago. 

“This might be my last outdoor game, you never know,” said Rask when 
asked about the experience of playing in that particular Winter Classic. 
“It’s a great experience to get the result. The next one, when it happens, 
maybe I’ll be sitting up in the press box drinking beer, who knows?” 

Well, it appears that might actually be the case if a retired Rask shows up 
at Fenway next New Year’s Day to watch the Bruins host what’s 
expected to be the Penguins at the showcase outdoor event next 
season. 

 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 02.09.2022 

1234867 Boston Bruins 

 

Game 44: Boston Bruins Vs. Pittsburgh Penguins Lines, Betting, Preview 

 

Published 14 hours ago on February 8, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  
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BRIGHTON, Mass – The Boston Bruins (26-14-3, 55 pts) host the 
Pittsburgh Penguins (7:05 PM ET, NESN) in what people are expecting 
is going to be the same matchup in next season’s Winter Classic at 
Fenway Park. 

The Bruins are looking to collect the other bookend victory around the 
NHL All-Star break after beating the Seattle Kraken last week to go into 
the break in winning fashion. Boston will be boasting a fairly full lineup 
with a healthy Nick Foligno returning to anchor the fourth line and rookie 
goaltender Jeremy Swayman back up from Providence. It will be 
Swayman between the pipes for the Black and Gold against the 
Penguins in his first start since being recalled from the P-Bruins in place 
of the injured Tuukka Rask (lower body). 

“I think it was an opportunity to get better mentally physically, and work 
on my game,” said Swayman, who said he worked on puck play, rebound 
control and seeing pucks through traffic were the biggest things he was 
focused on in Providence. “So I don’t want to make it a negative thing at 
all. I think there were a lot of positives that came out of it and I’m just so 
excited to be back with the team. 

“Being able to go down there and be welcomed with open arms where 
everybody wants you to get better and be back up here, it was a great 
environment to work in. I learned a lot with the playing time and the 
practice, and I’m just excited to be back.” 

Trent Frederic (upper body) has also returned to full health and is 
practicing with the team, but he did not crack Boston’s lineup on Tuesday 
night with Oskar Steen holding a firm grasp on a third line right wing spot 
right now. 

Betting Prediction: 

Per our friends at BetUS, the OVER is 7-0 in the Bruins’ last seven 
games vs. a team with a winning record. Also, the OVER is 4-0 in the 
Penguins’ last four games when their opponent allows two goals or less 
in their previous game. 

That’s why our BetUs play for the game here is OVER 5.5 (-125). 

Prediction: Bruins 5 Penguins 3 

Remember, at BetUS, players get a 125% Bonus (for any sport, but it 
helps to hype a specific reason, such as hockey or football). Players also 
get a 200% bonus if they use Crypto. You can join BetUS by clicking 
here. 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The start for Swayman snaps a run of four consecutive starts for Linus 
Ullmark, who stepped up in a big way when Tuukka Rask went down with 
some lower body issues in connection with his summer hip surgery. 
Ullmark is expected to get the start on Thursday night against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at TD Garden. 

-Boston Bruins defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (upper body) remains out 
for the Bruins after getting his face smashed into the glass by a hard 
boarding hit from Yanni Gourde in last week’s win over the Kraken. 
Vaakanainen left the ice bleeding and also with a suspected concussion. 

-Erik Haula has returned from the NHL All-Star break out of COVID-19 
protocol and will be centering the second line of Taylor Hall and David 
Pastrnak again on Tuesday night. Haula had four goals and 11 points in 
15 games during the month of January centering that second line and 
was playing his best hockey of the season prior to getting COVID. 

Pittsburgh Penguins Notes 

-Tristan Jarry is expected to get the start for the Penguins and is 23-8-6 
with a 2.21 goals against average and a sparkling .923 save percentage 
in a really strong season for Pittsburgh. 

-Former Boston University standout Evan Rodrigues is enjoying a 
standout season in Pittsburgh with 17 goals and 32 points in 46 games, 
and head coach Mike Sullivan plans on continuing to feed him the puck 
at the center position as long as he’s producing. 

“I think playing center helps at a time. I’ve been playing wing a lot lately 
and, you know, sometimes that’s a little more static, more up and down 
the wing,” said Rodrigues. “And you know, you don’t get the puck in the 
middle of the ice as much. I’ll be playing center here tomorrow, getting 
some touches early, getting the puck in the middle of the rink will help.” 

-The Pittsburgh Penguins are 6-3-1 in their last 10 games, but those 
break down to a six-game winning streak that’s been followed by the 
Pens losing their last four games headed into the NHL All-Star break. 
They’ll be looking to snap that four-game losing streak against the 
Bruins. 

-Evgeni Malkin was placed into the league’s COVID protocol on Monday 
and will be out for the Penguins for Tuesday’s game in Boston. As a 
result, Michael Chaput and Valtteri Puustinen were recalled from AHL 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on Monday. 
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BHN Puck Links: Boston Bruins Swayman Not Going ‘Negative’ With 
AHL Trip 

 

Published 19 hours ago on February 8, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BRIGHTON, Mass — Boston Bruins rookie netminder Jeremy Swayman 
is a glass half-full kind of optimist and always has been. Some of it is 
about youthful optimism and the sheer belief in himself that the 23-year-
old brings to the table, but some of it is simply about his makeup as a 
person and a competitor as well. 

When the Bruins signed Tuukka Rask last month, it was Swayman that 
was the only choice to be sent to the minors despite putting up excellent 
numbers (2.31 GAA and .916 save percentage) in his first full NHL 
season sharing goaltending duties with Linus Ullmark. Rather than sulk 
or suffer from a loss in confidence, Swayman simply worked on his game 
while posting solid performances (2.18 GAA and a .911 save percentage) 
for the P-Bruins upon his demotion. 

Now with Rask struggling and suffering physical issues during his 
comeback from hip surgery, Swayman is back and poised to start on 
Tuesday night against the Pittsburgh Penguins at TD Garden. Needless 
to say he’s excited about that and wasn’t going to let any of it turn into a 
negative as he simply ironed out the details of his game. 

“I think it was an opportunity to get better mentally physically, and work 
on my game,” said Swayman, who said he worked on puck play, rebound 
control and seeing pucks through traffic were the biggest things he was 
focused on in Providence. “So I don’t want to make it a negative thing at 
all. I think there were a lot of positives that came out of it and I’m just so 
excited to be back with the team. 

“Being able to go down there and be welcomed with open arms where 
everybody wants you to get get better and be back up here, it was a 
great environment to work in. I learned a lot with the playing time and the 
practice, and I’m just excited to be back.” 

That Swayman reaction to being sent down, through no fault of his own 
during a strong NHL rookie season, tells everybody all they need to know 
about what makes the young goalie tick, and why he’s viewed as such an 
elite prospect with the Black and Gold right now. 

Clearly the fans, the ones that were chanting “We Want Swayman” 
during Rask’s last start in a rough loss to the Anaheim Ducks a couple of 
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weeks ago, are going to get their wish as things shift back to a 
Swayman/Ullmark tandem that was working this season. 
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Patrice Bergeron exits, Brad Marchand boils over, Jeremy Swayman 
fizzles in Bruins’ 4-2 loss to Penguins 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa  

Feb 9, 2022  

  

As Charlie McAvoy initiated a defensive-zone exit in Tuesday’s third 
period, Patrice Bergeron tried to slow down Sidney Crosby’s forecheck. It 
looked like a nothing play. 

It was anything but. 

Bergeron and Crosby collided. Bergeron lost his balance. He tumbled to 
the ice. On his way down, Bergeron smacked the back of his head into 
the boards.  

It took time for Bergeron to get to his skates. He exited the game at 8:44 
of the third. The captain did not return. 

“I don’t know if the concussion guy took him out, the way he went into the 
boards,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “I wouldn’t be surprised when you’re 
down like that. That’s typically what happens. I did not speak to him. He 
didn’t come back to the bench. I went in the training room. He wasn’t 
there. That’s about all I got for right now. Hopefully he’s OK.” 

Bergeron has a concussion history. He has missed one game this 
season when he was in COVID-19 protocol. He is the team’s third-
leading scorer with 12 goals and 23 assists for 35 points. He is third 
among team forwards in average ice time per game (18:22). 

Bergeron’s status for Thursday’s game against Carolina is unknown. The 
same can be said for Brad Marchand. 

The Bruins’ leading scorer (21-28—49) blew his lid with 24.1 seconds 
remaining in regulation. With Pittsburgh leading by two goals, Marchand 
picked an untimely moment to put himself in the referees’ field of vision. 

Tristan Jarry covered the puck. Video replay appeared to show Jarry 
saying something to Marchand. The left wing responded by punching the 
Pittsburgh goalie. That brought Kris Letang and several other Penguins 
into the mix. Marchand lost his helmet in the scrum. 

Linesman Andrew Smith tried to keep Marchand from going after Jarry 
again. But Marchand shook off enough of Smith’s grip to scrape Jarry’s 
mask with the blade of his stick. 

Marchand was given a five-minute match penalty for an attempt to injure 
and a two-minute roughing infraction. The sequence is automatically 
under review. Marchand was suspended for three games earlier this 
season for slew-footing Oliver Ekman-Larsson. 

“Lack of discipline, obviously, on Brad’s part in that situation,” said 
Cassidy. “I just watched the replay at the end. It looked like some words 
were exchanged. I don’t know if there was an incident at the end of the 
second period that precipitated it. I was in the room, so I don’t know. 
Someone said that. Still, you’ve got to have better discipline at the end of 
the day. Brad’s a leader on our team. He needs to control his emotions in 
that situation.” 

Marchand may have been frustrated with how well Jarry performed. The 
Pittsburgh goalie stopped 43 of 45 shots. David Pastrnak pumped two 
first-period pucks past Jarry. But the Bruins should have gotten more on 

the board. According to Moneypuck, Jarry saved 1.41 goals above 
expectation based on the Bruins’ shot quality, quantity and location. 

Meanwhile, Jeremy Swayman (minus-1.22 goals saved above 
expectation) wobbled in his first start since Jan. 6. He didn’t have much 
of a chance on Danton Heinen’s first strike. But when the ex-Bruin 
snapped a sharp-angle shot on net later in the second, the puck glanced 
off Swayman’s glove and chest, rolled over his shoulder and trickled into 
the net. 

Prior to the deciding goal in the second, Swayman was out of position on 
Bryan Rust’s far-side attempt. Before Swayman could recover, Crosby 
scored the power-play winner from the other side. 

“Goaltending picks you up some nights. It can deflate you,” said Cassidy. 
“I think we saw both in the second period. So it gets away from us a little 
bit. Turnover, we have a D joining and we didn’t have possession of the 
puck. Not a great decision. Didn’t defend it very well. But you’re not going 
to play a perfect game. Their guy made more stops than our guy did. I 
think that ends up, to me, being the bigger story of the game.” 

Swayman will have to be better. He is a full-time NHLer now that Tuukka 
Rask’s comeback is not expected to continue.  

“I think this game was actually more of a complete game than some of 
the other ones,” said Cassidy. “Seattle the other day got away from us, a 
two-goal lead. There were some quick goals. I don’t think it was a 
complete breakdown. I don’t think these were. I really don’t. It wasn’t a 
barrage in the second period. They were opportunistic. We need to be 
better. We need saves when we do break down. We’re not a perfect 
team.” 
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After another setback, will Tuukka Rask be healthy enough for a playoff 
run — and a full Bruins comeback? 

 

By Fluto Shinzawa  

Feb 8, 2022  

  

The Bruins had their first practice following the All-Star break on Monday. 
Tuukka Rask was not among their company. Rask, in fact, will not 
practice at all this week, according to coach Bruce Cassidy. 

This is not what the Bruins had in mind. They hoped a six-day pause 
would be enough for Rask to recover from his post-surgery discomfort. 

Instead, the best-case scenario is three weeks between appearances for 
Rask. The 34-year-old last played on Jan. 24 against Anaheim, when he 
allowed five goals on 27 shots. Rask backed up Linus Ullmark on Jan. 
26. He was not in uniform for any of the three following games against 
Arizona, Dallas and Seattle. 

“That’ll be his call, obviously,” Cassidy said when asked if Rask would 
have to cut his return short. “He’s the one kind of fighting through some 
body issues for his age with the comeback. We’ll see how it turns out.” 

The Bruins will have played 46 games by week’s end. Jeremy Swayman 
will start on Tuesday against Pittsburgh. Ullmark is scheduled to take 
Thursday’s game against Carolina. 

Even if Rask returns to practice next Monday, it is unlikely he’d be ready 
for game action the following night against the Rangers, which marks the 
start of a three-game road swing.  
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All of this means Rask and the Bruins are watching the clock more 
closely to determine whether the former ace can reclaim the net for the 
playoffs. If and when Rask is healthy enough to play, the Bruins would 
have to ease him back into the lineup to avoid another flareup. The team 
originally penciled Rask in for eight starts before making a determination 
on how they’d proceed. He has started four. 

If there is solace in the situation, it’s that Ullmark has played more like a 
No. 1 goalie than he has all year. He’s made 12 appearances since Jan. 
1, second-most behind Marc-Andre Fleury, Juuse Saros, Tristan Jarry 
and Alex Nedeljkovic. 

Ullmark’s save percentage is a pedestrian .902 within this segment. But 
to the eye, Ullmark’s been bigger, tighter and more efficient with his 
movements. The only shaky goal that came to Cassidy’s mind was a 
Luke Glendening strike on Jan. 30. Ullmark was too aggressive playing a 
Roope Hintz shot. This left him out of position on Glendening’s long-
distance shot. 

“I think he’s been recovering better, more post to post than outside those 
dead areas, as Bob calls them,” said Cassidy. “Rebound control has 
been better, putting pucks in better places. The stuff around the front of 
the net. There’s been less of that, where it’s come off the end boards and 
guys are kind of looking at each other: Who’s got it, who doesn’t. 
Cleaning up some of that stuff. I think all those things have improved 
since October and November.” 

Meanwhile, Swayman is back after a five-game AHL spin. He was not 
initially content with his Providence assignment. But he is coming off a 2-
1 overtime Feb. 5 win over Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in which he stopped 
26 shots.  

For now, the Ullmark-Swayman tandem should be enough to see the 
Bruins through this next stretch. The Bruins start the post-break sprint 
with 55 points. They are nine points clear of Detroit for the No. 2 wild-
card position. They trail Toronto, No. 3 in the Atlantic Division, by six 
points.  

As a team, the Bruins have a .905 save percentage, including Rask’s 
.844 mark. This makes them No. 18 in the league, according to Natural 
Stat Trick: average to slightly below average. If Ullmark continues to 
progress and Swayman is motivated by his assignment, the Bruins 
should improve. 

Rask’s setback is not ideal. You could even call it unexpected, given how 
well he initially recovered from his procedure. But he is 34 years old 
following major hip surgery. These two elements are not always 
compatible. It’s why the Bruins never counted on Rask’s comeback as a 
sure thing.  

It may be, then, that Rask pulls the plug on his comeback. It would be an 
unfortunate development. A healthy and on-form Rask would be the 
Bruins’ best postseason option. 

The truth is that goaltending is not atop the Bruins’ to-do list. Their priority 
is acquiring a No. 2 center, both for today and tomorrow. They could use 
left-side depth on defense. 

The Bruins are not done for if Rask calls it quits. Anyway, he is not at that 
point just yet. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 02.09.2022 

1234897 Minnesota Wild 

 

Tuesday's Wild-Winnipeg game recap 

Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck made 27 saves to shut out the Wild for 
the first time this season.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune FEBRUARY 9, 2022 — 12:24AM 

 

GAME RECAP 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Connor Hellebuyck, Jets: The goalie made 27 saves to shut out the 
Wild for the first time this season. 

2. Kaapo Kahkonen, Wild: The goaltender kept the score close, picking 
up 27 saves. 

3. Mark Scheifele, Jets: The center scored the game-winning goal on the 
power play in the first period. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

0 Goals by the Wild for the first time this season. 

0 Points for Kevin Fiala for the first time in 13 games. 

2 Fights between Marcus Foligno and Adam Lowry. 
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Wild opens second half with 2-0 loss at Winnipeg 

The Wild, kicking off a loaded second-half schedule on the road, was 
shut out for the first time this season. It ended a 10-game points streak 
for Minnesota.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune FEBRUARY 9, 2022 — 1:12AM 

 

WINNIPEG – The Jets are currently out of a playoff spot, sit in the bottom 
half of the Central Division and had a six-game losing streak in the not-
too-distant past. 

But on Tuesday, they accomplished a feat no one else in the NHL had: 
They shut out the Wild. 

In its first game in six days, the Wild began the second half of its season 
with a self-inflicted 2-0 loss in front of 7,012 at Canada Life Centre. It 
nixed its six-game win streak and left a season-best 10-game point 
streak on the other side of the All-Star break. 

"It was our fault," Marcus Foligno said. "We didn't shoot pucks. We didn't 
go to the net. There were pucks that laid in the crease, and they were the 
first ones there to get them. You have to give credit to Winnipeg. They 
did shut us out. But at the same time, too, there we were just off." 

Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck stopped all 27 shots he faced, and 
teammate Mark Scheifele's first-period tally on the power play was the 
only goal until an empty-netter from former Gopher Nate Schmidt with 1 
minute, 11 seconds to go. 

Kevin Fiala went pointless for the first time in 13 games, wrapping his 
career-best point streak after he tied the franchise record at 12. 

This was also the first time in 13 games the Wild didn't score at least 
three goals, a glaring drop-off after a five-day layoff. 

BOXSCORE: Winnipeg 2, Wild 0 

"We didn't make it hard for them to keep us to zero goals," Jordan 
Greenway said. 

Though this was the first clash between the Central Division rivals since 
Nov. 26, a 7-1 rout at Xcel Energy Center in favor of the Wild, the 
intensity arrived early. 
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After Brenden Dillon checked Foligno near center ice, Greenway fought 
Dillon while Foligno dropped the gloves with Adam Lowry. Everyone 
received fighting majors, and Greenway was tagged with an additional 
two-minute penalty for roughing. 

"We lost our composure, but rightfully so," Wild coach Dean Evason said. 
"[Foligno] releases the puck, he takes three strides and then gets 
blindsided. If you're a hockey player, you're not expecting to get 
hammered from the back side like that." 

Evason said he didn't receive clarity on why the hit wasn't penalized. 

"If Marcus Foligno isn't as big and strong as he is," Evason said, "that 
player's probably hurt really bad." 

On the ensuing power play, the Jets capitalized when Kyle Connor set up 
Scheifele for a one-timer from inside the left circle that sailed by Wild 
goalie Kaapo Kahkonen at 8:57. 

That physical edge remained, but it didn't shake loose any offense for the 
Wild. 

The team was generating looks against Hellebuyck, especially Kirill 
Kaprizov, who had five shots on net through two periods. But Hellebuyck 
had a knack for being in the right place at the right time. 

Same with Kahkonen, whose 27 saves in just his third regulation loss of 
the season kept the score close. 

The second one came after another fight between Foligno and Lowry, 
with Foligno receiving an additional two minutes for unsportsmanlike 
conduct. 

"I saw them complaining maybe I got my leg in there or something," 
Foligno said, "but that was just me ticked off and there was no intent to 
not throw with your fist or use another body part in there." 

Asked about getting kneed, Lowry said, "That's something I don't really 
care for. But it's the heat of the moment sometimes. Your emotions get 
the best of you. I'll just leave it at that. He's a pretty honest player. I think 
he'd probably like to take that back if you could, but things happen." 

NHL standings: Conference | Wild Card 

Winnipeg ended up going 1-for-4 on the power play, and the Wild was 0-
for-1 after scoring on the power play in its previous five games. 

But the Wild has some time to rediscover its rhythm. 

The team's next game isn't until Saturday at home vs. Carolina. 

The Wild will see the Jets again soon, for a rematch next Wednesday in 
Winnipeg. 

"Our group's resilient," Evason said. "They know that was not our game. 
We know what our game is. We'll get to it." 
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Road success fueled Wild in strong first half to NHL season 

The team was 14-7-2 away from Xcel Energy Center in its first 41 games.  

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune FEBRUARY 8, 2022 — 6:04PM 

 

WINNIPEG — Life on the road is about to get routine for the Wild. 

Since most of February is devoted to making up the games postponed 
earlier this season by COVID-19 and the bulk of that action was set to be 
outside of St. Paul, the Wild will be on the move much of this month. 

Based on how the team fared away from Xcel Energy Center in the first 
half of the season, the itinerary might not be that daunting. 

"We've done a really good job of understanding this is how we have to 
play," said winger Marcus Foligno, who returned to the lineup Tuesday 
against the Jets after missing two games with a hip injury. "Momentum 
[and] the fans aren't always on your side. So, simple hockey, disruptive 
hockey, aggravating hockey for their team is what we want to play." 

The Wild went 14-7-2 as the visitor through its first 41 games, snagging 
one more point on the road than it did at home (14-3-1). 

What's been helpful is not falling behind early; the Wild pocketed nine 
wins in the first half when leading after one period compared with just two 
when trailing after one. 

"It always helps when you're playing with a lead I feel like because then 
you don't have to chase the game and also, I feel like we probably roll 
four lines a lot more when we play with the lead," center Nico Sturm said. 
"That helps a lot as well." 

Later this month, the Wild has its longest trip remaining on the schedule: 
a four-game trek across Canada with stops in Edmonton, Ottawa, 
Toronto and Calgary, in that order. 

On the ice, that stretch could be meaningful for the Wild and its spot in 
the standings. But the time away from the rink could also be significant 
for team camaraderie after players were previously limited in what they 
could do because of the pandemic. 

"Maybe it gives you a chance to hang out with a person that you maybe 
don't hang out with as much normally," Sturm said. "I think he upside of 
the restrictions was you were kind of forced to almost be a little more 
together. We had those team dinners at the hotel instead of maybe 
people going out to restaurants. 

"I actually kind of liked that, eating with the team and just sharing a meal. 
When you sit down at a table, that's usually where you start to tell stories 
and share memories. That's one of my favorite parts of the road." 

Second-half changes 

The NHL's COVID-19 testing policy has changed, with the league no 
longer conducting daily testing for fully vaccinated players (which is 
everyone except Detroit's Tyler Bertuzzi). 

Testing will be conducted only on symptomatic players and for cross-
border travel. 

Taxi squads are also gone. Those were a temporary addition in 
December until the recent All-Star break to minimize the chance of teams 
playing shorthanded because of COVID-19. 

Praise from Ovechkin 

Washington captain Alex Ovechkin wasn't at the NHL All-Star Game last 
week, sitting out after testing positive for COVID-19, but the Russian 
superstar was still commemorated in Las Vegas. 

Kirill Kaprizov's entry for the breakaway challenge during the skills 
competition was a tribute to Ovechkin, with the winger wearing 
Ovechkin's Capitals jersey, shooting righthanded like Ovechkin and 
following up his goal by mimicking Ovechkin's hot-stick celebration. 

Despite the attention to detail — Kaprizov also sprayed a Gatorade bottle 
like Ovechkin and wore Ovechkin's trademark yellow laces and tinted 
visor — the panel of judges didn't give Kaprizov the highest score. That 
went to Vegas' Alex Pietrangelo, who had the Golden Knights' drumline 
featured in his attempt. 

"I think it's pretty cool," Ovechkin told reporters Tuesday. "I think it was 
fun. I don't know why he don't get too many points. What's the referee 
doing out there?" 
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Hot Wild in Winnipeg, hoping to beat Jets for third time in three games 

Kaapo Kahkonen will start in goal after Cam Talbot spent the weekend in 
Las Vegas — but for a good reason. He was an All-Star.   

 

By Sarah McLellan Star Tribune FEBRUARY 8, 2022  

 

WINNIPEG — The Wild kicks off the second half of its season Tuesday 
night at Winnipeg, and the team has a lengthy winning streak in the 
balance. 

Before the All-Star break, the Wild rattled off six straight victories and is 
on a season-high 10-game point streak overall. Both runs are at stake 
against a Jets squad that the Wild has already defeated twice this 
season: 6-5 in overtime on Oct. 19 and 7-1 on Nov. 26 at Xcel Energy 
Center. 

"That's the [result] we'll remind the group about tonight because clearly 
they will be watching tape of that regardless of how long it's been or 
who's in our lineup or what have you," coach Dean Evason said, referring 
to the previous matchup between the two teams. "They'll be ready for us, 
and certainly we need to be ready for them." 

Winger Marcus Foligno will return for this Central Division clash after 
missing two games with a hip injury, reuniting one of the most dominating 
lines in the NHL with winger Jordan Greenway and center Joel Eriksson 
Ek. 

Defenseman Matt Dumba (upper-body injury) remains out, and 
goaltender Kaapo Kahkonen will start in net. He has yet to face the Jets 
in his NHL career. 

"It's about being mentally sharp in the first period," center Nico Sturm 
said. "That's the biggest thing. We haven't played in six days; I'm not 
sure about them. 

"We just want to keep going where we left off." 

Projected lineup: 

Kirill Kaprizov-Ryan Hartman-Mats Zuccarello 

Jordan Greenway-Joel Eriksson Ek-Marcus Foligno 

Kevin Fiala-Frederick Gaudreau-Matt Boldy 

Connor Dewar-Nico Sturm-Brandon Duhaime 

Alex Goligoski-Jared Spurgeon 

Jordie Benn-Jonas Brodin 

Jon Merrill-Dmitry Kulikov 

Kaapo Kahkonen 

Key numbers: 

3: Goals or more by the Wild in 33 of its last 12 games. 

5-0-1: Record for the Wild over its past six road contests. 

7: Points for winger Kirill Kaprizov in two games vs. Winnipeg this 
season. 

9: Goals for winger Kevin Fiala during a career-long 12-game point 
streak. 

99: Career points for Greenway. 

About the Jets: 

The Jets are sixth in the Central Division with 43 points, 16 shy of the 
third-place Wild. In its last 10 games, Winnipeg is 2-6-2 and went into the 
All-Star break following a 3-1 loss to Philadelphia. Winger Kyle Connor, 
who was named to the All-Star Game, leads the team in scoring with 45 
points. He also has a team-best 25 goals and paces the Jets in assists 
(20). Goalie Connor Hellebuyck is 14-15-6 with a 2.90 goals-against 
average and .910 save percentage. 
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Jets blank Wild, end Minnesota’s six-game winning streak 

 

By The Associated Press | PUBLISHED: February 8, 2022 at 10:35 p.m. | 
UPDATED: February 8, 2022 at 11:00 p.m. 

 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Connor Hellebuyck made 27 saves and Mark 
Scheifele scored a power-play goal as the Winnipeg Jets defeated 
Minnesota 2-0 on Tuesday night, halting the Wild’s six-game winning 
streak. 

It was Hellebuyck’s third shutout this season and 27th of his career. 
Minnesota hadn’t been shut out this season. 

Nate Schmidt added an empty-net goal for the Jets and Kyle Connor had 
a pair of assists. 

Kaapo Kahkonen stopped 27 shots for Minnesota (28-11-4), which 
entered the game on a season-high, 10-game point streak (9-1-1)). A 
season-best, six-game point streak on the road also ended (5-1-1). 

The Jets (19-17-7) were cheered by 7,012 fans after Manitoba COVID-19 
restrictions were relaxed Tuesday to allow 50% capacity at Canada Life 
Centre. Capacity is just over 15,300. 

The Jets led 1-0 after a fast, heavy-hitting first period. Scheifele scored 
his 11th goal of the season during Winnipeg’s second power play of the 
opening period, at 8:57. 

The man advantage came after simultaneous fights at center ice 
between Jets defenseman Brenden Dillon and Wild forward Jordan 
Greenway, and Winnipeg forward Adam Lowry and Minnesota forward 
Marcus Foligno. Greenway picked up extra time in the penalty box for 
roughing. 

Scheifele took a pass across the front of the net from Kyle Connor and 
fired a shot high on Kahkonen’s stick side. 

Hellebuyck was the difference-maker in the second period. He snagged 
Kirill Kaprizov’s wrister with his glove, then denied Minnesota’s attempts 
during its first power play of the game late in the period. 

Shots on goal were 17 apiece after the middle frame. 

Kahkonen excelled early in the third, stopping Scheifele on a breakaway. 
He then turned aside three shots when Winnipeg got its third power play. 

Lowry and Foligno, who returned after missing two games with an upper-
body injury, had another slugfest with 8:54 left in the period. Foligno got 
an added penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct when he kneed Lowry in 
the head. 

Kahkonen made three saves during Winnipeg’s fourth power play of the 
game. He left the net with two minutes left for an extra attacker. 

Schmidt scored his third goal of the season into the empty net from 
center ice with 1:11 remaining. 

BRIEFLY 
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• The Jets’ top defenseman, Neal Pionk, and forwards Pierre-Luc Dubois 
and Austin Poganski missed the game due to the NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol. 

• It was the first game in a stretch that has the Jets playing 11 games in 
20 days. 
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Wild stumble out of second-half gate, may lose Marcus Foligno to 
supplemental discipline 

 

By Michael Russo Feb 9, 2022  

 

Well, that was an ugly way to open the second half and atypical from a 
team that played entertaining, winning, hardworking and, frankly, smart 
hockey during one of its best first halves in franchise history. 

Tuesday night against the Winnipeg Jets, the Wild didn’t remotely come 
close to bringing their work boots. They didn’t generate even close to 
enough Grade A scoring chances. They lost battles and races to the 
puck all night. They coughed up pucks left and right. They took selfish 
penalties. They couldn’t win a faceoff. They refused to get pucks deep 
and, because of that, were uncharacteristically dreadful when searching 
for the tying goal with an extra attacker on the ice. 

As coach Dean Evason said, nothing was clean and the Wild lacked the 
“will” to even attempt to get to a “pile of rebounds,” something that was 
almost predictable after players sucked wind during a late Monday 
practice in St. Paul after they regrouped following a well-earned All-Star 
break spent largely on tropical beaches and golf courses. 

Their lack of effort and execution Tuesday night against their Canadian 
border rival is why Minnesota’s six-game win streak and 10-game point 
streak are now history. In their first visit to Canadian Life Centre since the 
2019-20 season, the Wild were shut out for the first time in 42 games in a 
2-0 loss to a tight-checking, desperate Jets team that had dropped seven 
of its previous eight and was nine points out of a playoff spot. 

The Wild, who had scored three or more goals in 12 consecutive 
contests and had scored three or more goals in 12 of their 14 road wins, 
had two shots through the first 15 minutes of the third period, in which 
they faced only a 1-0 deficit. A team that had scored a league-high 12 
extra-attacker goals this season didn’t get a sniff at Connor Hellebuyck in 
that situation and was outscored 1-0 (a second goal was overturned 
because Winnipeg was offside) because it stubbornly wouldn’t exude the 
effort to dump and chase. 

Late pushes are the Wild’s specialty, so this really illustrated just how 
they couldn’t find their game at any point in Tuesday’s contest. 

“We were just off. It just looked a little bit off tonight,” said rugged winger 
Marcus Foligno. “Don’t want to say you’re just trying to get the rhythm 
back, the conditioning back (after the All-Star break). We were just off.” 

Foligno also went “off” Tuesday night and very well could find himself 
with at least Saturday night’s game against the Carolina Hurricanes “off.” 

Foligno, white-hot all game after absorbing an uncalled, blind-side hit up 
high from defenseman Brenden Dillon in the first period, fought Jets third-
line center Adam Lowry twice. Foligno and Lowry have had a number of 
run-ins over the years, but the second altercation is when things ended 
distastefully. Foligno, usually one who loathes players who don’t follow 
the code after a fight and end up punching a player down on the ice in a 
vulnerable state, appeared to knee Lowry in the head at the end of their 
wrestling match. 

THINGS GOT UGLY IN WINNIPEG AS MARCUS FOLIGNO 
SEEMINGLY KNEED ADAM LOWRY IN THE HEAD AT THE END OF 
THE FIGHT. PIC.TWITTER.COM/OAYPLFQJEA 

— SPORTSNET (@SPORTSNET) FEBRUARY 9, 2022 

It was uncharacteristic from a usually honest but hard-nosed leader. 

Foligno is also one of the Wild’s best players. It was a bad moment for 
him to lose his cool because not only did the Wild lose him for five 
minutes down a goal with 8:54 left in the game, but the lack of discipline 
also cost him and the Wild a two-minute Jets power play that the team 
had to waste time killing in the midst of its attempted rally. 

Foligno now may face supplemental discipline from the NHL. 

One indication he could be in trouble? 

George Parros, who runs the NHL’s Department of Player Safety, was 
supposed to do my “Straight from the Source” The Athletic podcast 
Wednesday afternoon. He texted me asking to reschedule moments after 
Foligno kneed Lowry. That’s because Wednesday is shaping up to be a 
busy one for him and his department after some of the extracurriculars in 
the Wild-Jets game and Brad Marchand’s antics with Pittsburgh goalie 
Tristan Jarry in the waning seconds of the Bruins-Penguins game. 

Foligno admitted his wires crossed. 

“Just trying to stick up for my teammates and try to finish an opponent. 
That’s it,” he told reporters. “Just getting ticked off with just some things 
that those guys do from time to time, but just heat of the battle.” 

Still, Foligno seemed to deny kneeing Lowry. 

“I saw them complaining about maybe I got my leg in there or something, 
but that was me just kinda ticked off and trying to get at him,” Foligno 
said. “There was no intent to not throw with your fist or use another body 
part.” 

Foligno, who missed the two games leading into the break with a tailbone 
and hip issue after he slammed hard into the end wall at Madison Square 
Garden saving a goal, was trying to get his legs and timing back in the 
first period when Dillon sure woke him up. 

FOLIGNO VS. LOWRY. GREENWAY VS. DILLON 

MY GOODNESS PIC.TWITTER.COM/6FDXULGJWH 

— SPOKED Z (@SPOKEDZ) FEBRUARY 9, 2022 

Foligno had given up the puck when Dillon came out of nowhere and 
clocked him up high. The Wild were incensed that referees Brian 
Pochmara and Frederick L’Ecuyer not only failed to call Dillon for at a 
minimum interference but also dinged Jordan Greenway for an extra 
penalty for jumping to Foligno’s defense and fighting Dillon. Since 
Greenway took on Dillon, Foligno ended up fighting Lowry. 

“We lost our composure, but rightfully so,” Evason said. “If you watch the 
hit, (Foligno) releases the puck, he takes three strides and then gets 
blindsided. Like if you’re a hockey player, you’re not expecting to get 
hammered from the back side like that. I mean, that’s the hit that we don’t 
want in the game … blind, has no idea it’s coming, extremely late. That’s 
not a hockey hit. 

“If Marcus Foligno isn’t as big and strong as he is, that player’s probably 
hurt really bad. We didn’t like it at all. We lost our composure a little bit. 
… Moose was rightfully so frustrated, and that’s why that second 
altercation probably happened (in the third period).” 

Foligno said of Lowry, “Tough guy, battler, competitor. Just the heat of 
the game. This was a rival game, and (we’re) not big fans of these guys. 
It’s been like that since Day 1. It is what it is. It’s a big game for both, and 
sometimes it’s just the heat of the game.” 

To add insult to injury, in a period where the slow, sluggish Wild were 
relying on Kaapo Kahkonen to make big stops and on a play where the 
Wild felt they were the ones who deserved a power play, Mark Scheifele 
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scored one a knuckle-puck one-timer with Greenway serving an extra 
two minutes for roughing. 

MARK SCHEIFELE SCORES A POWER-PLAY GOAL AGAINST THE 
MINNESOTA WILD TO MAKE IT 1-0 #WPGVSMIN #GOJETSGO 
#MNWILD PIC.TWITTER.COM/I8C2COWQHW 

— NOPCLIPS (@NOPCLIPS) FEBRUARY 9, 2022 

That goal was the difference in the outcome. 

“I just know (Foligno) got hit pretty hard,” Greenway said. “If that was the 
other way around and it was somebody else on our team, I know Moose 
would be the first one to step up. It was my turn. That’s what we do. 
We’ve got to stick up for our guys, whether it’s Marcus or whoever the 
case is.” 

The Greenway—Joel Eriksson Ek—Foligno line attempted to turn 
momentum late in the first. The group was credited with a half-dozen hits 
on one shift once Greenway and Foligno emerged from the penalty box, 
but such efforts were few and far between from the 18 Wild skaters in 
Tuesday’s game. 

They lost 35 of 49 faceoffs, with Eriksson Ek losing 14 of 17 and Ryan 
Hartman 11 of 14. Kirill Kaprizov, who went without a point for the first 
time in 13 games, had seven of the Wild’s 27 shots. While he was hardly 
his normal threatening self, at least he was noticeable. Many others were 
passengers, and Kevin Fiala, who was riding a 12-game point streak, 
really had a tough night hanging on to the puck and generating chances. 

FIALA LOSES THE PUCK AT THE CENTER ICE, SCHEIFELE GETS 
THE BREAKAWAY BUT NOT ON KAAPO’S WATCH 
PIC.TWITTER.COM/GZKONFTSLL 

— HOCKEY WILDERNESS (@HOCKEYWILDERNES) FEBRUARY 9, 
2022 

The Jets did a masterful job of clogging up the neutral zone and being 
inches from the Wild all over the ice. The Wild simply had no room to 
operate, but as Evason noted, it’s because they didn’t have the will to 
create that room. 

It was as bad a performance as we’ve seen this season, and they got 
what they deserved in the end. 

There would be no miraculous, pulled-out victory on this night, no late-
game heroics and stolen two points to make the Wild forget they actually 
deserved worse. 

“They played a good game defensively,” Greenway said. “We didn’t get 
enough pucks to the net. We didn’t get to the net enough. We didn’t 
make it hard. … The good thing is we set ourselves up to maybe have a 
lapse like this for a game. But going forward we’ve got to find a way to 
get back to our game.” 

The Wild will take Wednesday off, then have two good days to practice 
Thursday and Friday in anticipation of a hectic 40-games-in-77-days 
sprint to the finish, starting Saturday against Carolina. 

“They know that wasn’t our game,” Evason said. “We know what our 
game is. We’ll get to it.” 
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Wheeler’s 2022 NHL prospect pool rankings: No. 3 Minnesota Wild 

 

By Scott Wheeler Feb 8, 2022  

 

Welcome to Scott Wheeler’s 2022 rankings of every NHL organization’s 
prospects. You can find the complete ranking and more information on 
the criteria here, as we count down daily from No. 32 to No. 1. The 
series, which includes in-depth evaluations and commentary from 
sources on more than 500 prospects, runs from Jan. 10 to Feb. 9. 

The top two teams in this year’s countdown are in different stages of full-
on rebuilds. As I write this, the Wild are second in the Western 
Conference in both points percentage and goal differential. And yet there 
was a clearcut top three in this year’s countdown and the Wild are in it. 
That’s no small thing, to be having success at the NHL level while 
maintaining one of the league’s best collections of prospects. 

It’s a group full of players that I love. When the Wild drafted Matt Boldy at 
No. 12, he ranked seventh on my board. When they drafted Marco Rossi 
at No. 9, he was third on my board. When they drafted Jack McBain at 
No. 63, he was 22nd on my board. When they drafted Marshall Warren at 
No. 166, he was 71st on my board. When they drafted Pavel Novak at 
No. 146, he ranked 76th on my board. Even Adam Beckman, who they 
drafted at No. 75, ranked nearby at 83rd on my board. Same goes for 
Marat Khusnutdinov, who slotted 48th on my list when they picked him at 
No. 37. 

Those players gave the Wild an upper-echelon group before the 2021 
draft. Then they drafted two players who ranked in my top 15 without a 
single top-15 pick (Jesper Wallstedt, who they landed with the 20th pick, 
was my 12th-ranked player and top-ranked goalie and Carson Lambos, 
who they drafted at No. 26, was my 15th-ranked player) and a third 
player, Jack Peart, who ranked higher on my list than where they got him 
(37th on my board, taken 54th). 

The Hurricanes are the NHL team that has drafted most closely to how I 
would in recent year years, but the Wild, Leafs and Kings aren’t far 
behind. I’m not alone in my praise for the job they’ve done, either. 
They’ve got the respect of the league for the job they’ve done in the three 
drafts since their first-round snafu in 2018. 

2021 prospect pool rank: No. 8 (change: +5) 

1. Matt Boldy, C/LW, 20 (Minnesota Wild/Iowa Wild) 

Matt Boldy has it all and we’re already starting to see it in the NHL. He’s 
an incredibly intelligent operator on the ice who understands where to be 
with and without the puck, when to take a risk and when to make a smart 
play, and how to support and use his linemates in all three zones. But 
he’s also a supremely gifted puck handler who can do things in tight to 
his body that few 6-foot-2/6-foot-3, 200-plus pound players can. And 
while he’s still not the quickest player from a standstill, I’ve never 
believed his skating was an issue and it has some sneaky elements to it 
(from his heel-to-heel hip flexibility to his ability to change tempos at 
pace) that help him manipulate opponents to create spacing for himself. 
He also has real defensive value because of his size, length, strength 
along the wall and overall intuition around the sheet. Even the little 
details are there. His positioning. His stick work in 50/50 battles. Inside 
the offensive zone, he uses those excellent hands to play in traffic, has a 
dangerous mid-range shot to finish on the chances he creates to the 
middle third, and has a powerful forward skating motion (to complement 
what has always been impressive footwork and edges for a player his 
size). He looks like he’s going to be a dominant two-way forward who 
provides value defensively while remaining highly productive offensively 
in a top-six, PP1 role. He’s a multi-dimensional player in the truest sense. 

2. Marco Rossi, C, 20 (Minnesota Wild/Iowa Wild) 

To see Marco Rossi look like Marco Rossi this season is such a giant 
thing for him personally and for the future of the Wild organization. It’s not 
surprising in the least. You won’t find a kid who is more driven than he is, 
and who makes overcoming what he has seem so inevitable. But it’s still 
a very big deal. Rossi has been tremendous in the AHL. For my money, 
he isn’t just one of its best young players, but one of its best player 
period. He projects as a top-flight two-way centre prospect who provides 
major value in all three zones of the ice. Despite his 5-foot-9 frame, he’s 
built like an ox, with a sturdy and low centre of gravity that allows him to 
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take bumps on offence and play his determined, detail-oriented, checking 
style on defence (on top of helping him be very good in the faceoff circle). 
Then he’s also got slick skill in traffic, playmaking acumen, a sixth sense 
for how to use spacing, and impressive finesse to his game that allows 
him to create in and out of traffic. He’s a heck of a hockey player and kid. 

3. Jesper Wallstedt, G, 19 (Lulea HF) 

Wallstedt’s the best goalie prospect on the planet for me. And that’s not 
meant as a slight to Iaroslav Askarov, or Sebastian Cossa, or even 
Devon Levi and Dustin Wolf (who belong in that group). He’s back to 
robotic levels this season after briefly showing signs that he might be 
human in the second half of last season. He’s a big 6-foot-3 (he fills the 
net for his size), plays sharp lines positionally, he holds those lines, he 
swallows the first shot so that he doesn’t have to make a ton of second 
saves, his movement is compact, he tracks through layers incredibly well 
to find pucks, and he reads opposing shooters beautifully so that he’s 
rarely beat cleanly. He’s got all of the makings of a No. 1 starter. If he 
can develop a little more quickness (he’s strong across the net and low-
to-high on pushes, but I wouldn’t say his feet are super fast) he’ll be an 
elite goaltender in the league. 

4. Carson Lambos, LHD, 19 (Winnipeg Ice) 

This year’s Winnipeg Ice team has garnered a lot of attention for its high-
powered offence, but the job they’ve done from the net out preventing 
goals has been equally impressive and Lambos is arguably the team’s 
most valuable player for his ability to do both. He also really impressed 
me in Calgary in August and December in advance of making Team 
Canada for the world juniors as an 18-year-old. He’s confident and 
poised with the puck on his stick, regularly beating the first layer of 
pressure into an intentional play (whether that’s side-stepping a 
forechecker and slinging an outlet past or walking past the high man in 
the offensive zone into a hard writer that can score from the high slot): 

He engages himself in all aspects of the game, whether that’s running or 
joining in the offence, being disruptive defensively, or timing his reads 
well. I think his play in Finland last season was undersold, regardless of 
the way his health contributed to his fall. He’s athletic, he’s confident on 
the attack, he puts himself in a lot of transition sequences, he’s sturdy in 
engagements, his point shot pops, and he’s a heady playmaker. He’s got 
projectable second-pairing upside. 

5. Calen Addison, RHD, 20 (Minnesota Wild/Iowa Wild) 

Over the years, I’ve been pretty bullish on Addison as a potential No. 4-5 
defenceman with additional power-play upside. Though he wasn’t drafted 
by the Wild, he’s another player in their pool who was a late first-rounder 
on my board when he was selected in the late second round. He’s a 
beautiful lateral skater on his edges across the line or under pressure. I 
love his aggressiveness with (and frankly without) the puck. He wants to 
slide off the line and use his shot or beat the first guy off the point and 
riffle a pass to a teammate in a dangerous spot. He has developed some 
needed power and strength into his compact frame. And he has learned 
when to play a little more passively defensively, relying on his stick and 
feet more instead of always trying to overcompensate for his size by 
really pushing and leaning on guys along the boards (where he’s often 
not going to win those battles). He’s never going to be a stalwart 
defensively, but he’s got legitimate offensive flair and I like the way the 
rest of his tools work around his skill game enough to project him into 
The NHL. 

6. Marat Khusnutdinov, C, 19 (SKA St. Petersburg) 

This has been a good development year for Khusnutdinvo, who has 
doubled his average ice time to move from seven minutes a night last 
year to more than 14 minutes on average as one of the youngest regular 
contributors in the KHL this season. Khustnutidov has good overall skill 
and an engine that’s always ramped up, engaging himself in the play and 
making quick decisions from A to B to move the puck, track the play, and 
make small skill plays with the puck. And while he’s a little on the smaller 
side and not particularly dynamic in any one area, he can flash skill 
(more as a playmaker than a scorer, though he’s opportunistic around 

the net too). Give him some time and there may be a useful player who 
can play an effective game up and down an NHL lineup. 

7. Jack Peart, LHD, 18 (St. Cloud State University) 

Peart has followed one of the steeper trajectories in the sport in the last 
year and half. After getting better with each viewing last season and 
climbing my board almost as far as the first round, Minnesota’s reigning 
Mr. Hockey played himself onto Team USA for the world juniors late in 
their process as he became one of the top under-19 defencemen in 
college hockey (it’s a strong group featuring Luke Hughes, Sean 
Behrens, Corson Ceulemans, Ryan Ufko, Shai Buium and Guillaume 
Richard, and he belongs). He’s a natural athlete and heady transition 
defenceman who excels at breaking the puck out of his own zone, 
starting the rush through neutral ice, and managing the point offensively, 
especially as a facilitator. But it’s evident he also prides himself on 
working to be active and disruptive defensively, even if he’s not overtly 
physical (physicality should not be confused with work ethic!), and he 
does a really good job breaking up plays as a result. Peart excites me. It 
feels like he’s just scratching the surface and I can’t wait to see what he 
looks like when he eventually develops the confidence he had in high 
school hockey with St. Cloud (where he already looks comfortable but I’d 
like to see him attack for himself a little more). I’m not fond of the 
ambiguity of the term hockey IQ, but he’s got it in spades. He just sees 
and processes the ice at such a high level, regularly looking off his first 
option to quickly identify and then hit a better second one. 

Here’s Peart on himself: “I’d say I’m a two-way defenceman. I like 
breaking the puck out of the zone and rushing it up, creating shots 
through from the point, and playing defence. You’ve just got to be the 
hardest working player on your team. You’ve got to want it more than the 
guy next to you and it does take some god-given talent but if you don’t 
have the will or the work ethic, you definitely won’t get there. That’s who I 
am.” 

8. Adam Beckman, LW, 20 (Iowa Wild) 

Beckman’s a hard-shooting, shot-focused winger with a scoring touch 
who has worked to fill out his frame (which underwent a growth spurt) 
and get faster. He’s a dangerous mid-range scorer with his shot, which is 
threatening from a standstill, on catch-and-releases, and from a variety of 
stances in motion. He’s a better off-puck shot threat than an individual 
creator because his skating is a little limiting. I’ve slowly come around on 
his overall upside and now believe he has medium odds at a 
complementary middle-six scoring role and second power-play usage. It 
still feels like he’s got room to grow to develop his game, too, which 
bodes well. 

9. Jack McBain, C, 22 (Boston College) 

I really like McBain’s size-skill combination, his skating continues to 
improve, and I know it has been rewarding for all those who’ve been 
involved in his long development to see him put it all together this season 
and fulfill on the promise many have always hoped he’d untapped. He 
can control play on the cycle with his 6-foot-4 frame, he occasionally 
flashes skill in traffic, he sees the ice well, and he helps his line play 
more of their shifts in the offensive zone than the defensive zone. He’s 
also now contributing more in transition and taking advantage of some of 
that quiet skill he has. I’m very much looking forward to watching him with 
Team Canada in the Olympics because it should serve as a useful 
launching point for him into the final stretch of his college career and then 
the entry-level contract he will now surely get. He’s exactly the kind of 
player every team covets: the bottom-six big man who can contribute 
offensively, provides defensive value, and gives a line a different 
dimension. His ceiling is limited though. 

10. Ryan O’Rourke, LHD, 19 (Soo Greyhounds) 

O’Rourke has become very good at all of the things he does best, really 
leaning into his hybrid modern/throwback style. He’s a thorn in the side of 
opposing players before and after whistles. He makes stops defensively. 
He executes tape-to-tape passes and finds players in stride on outlets. 
He just fits the “reliable, no-fuss, veteran third-pairing guy” role to a tee. 
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In the OHL, he’s well-established as a minute-munching all-situations 
defender and an excellent rush defender who gaps well, plays a strong 
positional style, and also has a physical edge to his game. He’s hard 
along the wall, he’s an effective man-on-man defender with his feet, 
timing, and size combination, and he’s always dialed in mentally. 
Offensively, there’s also more than meets the eye, with good offensive-
zone instincts, a hard shot, and good enough hands to beat the first layer 
of pressure off the blue line. He’s not going to run a power play at the 
next level but I see rugged two-way value and third-pairing upside. 

11. Sam Hentges, C, 22 (St. Cloud State University) 

A second soon-to-be Olympian on this list, Hentges isn’t the fastest 
skater, hardest shooter, or most creative playmaker but he’s a well-
rounded player who is equal parts shooter and passer, pushes pace, 
keeps his feet moving, and can hang onto the puck with lesser players or 
play a give-and-go style when he’s not the most talented player on his 
line. He also plays hard (though it’s clear he focuses a little more on 
winning pucks back when there’s a chance to do something with it than 
applying back pressure or playing below the goal line in his own zone). 
His game will translate well at the pro level, which is half the battle. But 
while I’d count on him to be an impactful AHLer at minimum, there are 
concerns that he tops out as more of a tweener/call-up option than a top-
12 guy (it’s just a little tricky to imagine him in any one specific role in a 
lineup). Beijing will be a big opportunity for him to change that narrative a 
little. 

12. Daemon Hunt, LHD, 19 (Moose Jaw Warriors) 

Hunt’s probably the one player on this list whose opinion I diverge on 
from the Wild. I like him. He’s an excellent junior hockey defenceman. 
But I think he has also often been credited for things I’m not convinced 
are actual strengths. He’s physically engaged, for sure. He likes the 
challenge of defending good players one-on-one. He’s strong, he keeps 
his head up, and he skates well, which helps him defend the rush and 
move the puck. But I also think his game can be sloppy (both with and 
without the puck), he misreads the play and mistimes pinches his fair 
share, and he’s too eager to shoot and play on instinct rather than poise 
(which can get defencemen in trouble up levels). I’ve been more and 
more impressed by his gaps this year, he’s got the athletic tools, and 
there’s enough skill to his game to translate, but I do think for a player 
who is known for his defensive aptitude that it’s oddly unpolished at 
times. It’s a bummer he got injured blocking a shot at Canada’s selection 
camp for the world juniors because he was going to be on the team and it 
would have been a nice opportunity for him. 

13. Connor Dewar, C, 22 (Iowa Wild/Minnesota Wild) 

Dewar has really begun to grow on me. For a while, I wondered what he 
might be at the next level. He has always had skill (without having an 
abundance). He has always played hard (with limitations due to his 5-
foot-10 frame). He skates well. He tracks well. He’s always involved. But 
I questioned whether he was talented enough to create offence at his 
size at the NHL level. And I also questioned whether he was scrappy 
enough or played with quite enough pace to become a depth guy. And 
while I still have questions about the former, he has shown the latter may 
really be in the cards because of his style and approach. 

Connor Dewar. (Harrison Barden / USA Today) 

14. Alexander Khovanov, C, 21 (Iowa Wild/Iowa Heartlanders) 

It seems like every organization has a kid whose talent distinguishes him 
but is held back by either detail or skating (in his case more the latter 
than the former). He’s a very dangerous play inside the offensive zone. 
Khovanov’s puck skills, his ability to maintain possession in traffic (in part 
because of those hands, in part because he absorbs contact through a 
strong frame effectively), and his shot are all very high-end. He’s got a 
lethal one-timer on the flank, he’s a natural playmaker through layers, 
and he’s got a physical component. But his fitness level and a heavy, at 
times sluggish stride have made climbing the pro ranks tough on him 
(despite some positive stretches). I think he’s better than his results and 

opportunities this season suggest, but he’s got work to do to make good 
on the natural gifts he does have. 

15. Filip Johansson, RHD, 21 (Frölunda HC) 

This has been a second consecutive positive season for Johansson, who 
has slowly but steadily established himself as a B grade prospect 
coincidentally, maybe (or maybe not), since people began talking about 
him less. He’s averaging more than 17 minutes a night this season (up 
from the 15:51 he averaged last year) while continuing to positively 
influence possession in his increased role. He helps out on both special 
teams and he continues to play with more and more confidence. Part of 
Johansson’s undoing in the early days at the pro level was his passivity. 
He looked to make the easy play and it dulled his game. The same was 
true defensively, where he looked hesitant to play aggressive on his 
reads (which are actually a strength of his game), playing a reserved 
stick-on-puck style. In the last year and a half, he has begun to trust 
himself on both sides more. He’s got decent tools, too. He moves the 
puck well and he’s a good skater. His game doesn’t pop and he can 
struggle under pressure at times but he might have a third-pairing future, 
he’s going to be a good depth piece for the AHL club at minimum, he has 
made notable progress on a good team, and he’s a righty with good size 
(6-foot-1) — which doesn’t hurt. 

16. Pavel Novák, RW/LW, 19 (Kelowna Rockets) 

Novák is a tough player to project because he’s 5-foot-10 and his skating 
stride has a clunkiness to it that prevents him from reaching a high-end 
top speed and chops a little too much through his early acceleration 
when he needs to stop and start. But he has produced primary points at 
a high clip for his age in the WHL (in line with players who were picked 
much higher than he was), his wrist shot generates a ton of spin off his 
blade, he uses space inside the offensive zone effectively to get open, 
and his hands are quick so defenders can’t just front his shot and goalies 
can’t just expect it. He’s going to take some patience, because the pro 
game isn’t going to come right away to him. He’s a long shot but if I’m a 
development coach he’s the kind of player I’d like to unlock and work with 
until he’s 21 or 22, when I think he might be interesting if handled 
properly. He has produced well clear of his nearest teammate 
(Blackhawks second rounder Colton Dach) in Kelowna this year, proving 
he can create by himself. That’s a positive step if nothing else. 

17. Marshall Warren, LHD, 20 (Boston College) 

Warren’s an excellent skater with soft hands and a fearless approach to 
offense and defense (which comes with some good and some bad). He’s 
able to join the play, attack deep into the offensive zone, and take away 
time and space with his feet. But his production has never leapt out like 
his game does, in part because his decision-making can be a little 
suspect. There are times when he tries to do too much because he wants 
so badly to impact the game, and he’s not the biggest defender in the 
world but there are real pro qualities there and despite this being his 
junior season, he’s only 20. He is a highly engaged, involved player who 
can be everywhere in a game. I think he’s a more interesting prospect 
than his counting stats suggest. 

18. Vladislav Firstov, LW, 20 (University of Connecticut) 

After getting drafted out of a strong lone season in the USHL, Firstov has 
been one of the top forwards on a UConn team that scores by committee 
for the last three seasons. He impacts the game offensively as a 
playmaking line driver. He has a decent wrist shot release which he 
adjusts beautifully mid-shooting motion to change angles or timing on 
goalies. He’s a good handler of the puck, which blends well with his 6-
foot-1 frame in puck protection to allow him to wait for lanes to open up 
so that he can facilitate through layers and put pucks into the sweet spots 
of his linemates. Add in an engaged, hardworking off-puck style and 
you’ve got a player who can make a lot of things happen and factors in 
all three zones. He’s going to have to find a pull-away gear to maximize 
his potential and become an NHLer, though. The good news is he’s 
already an impactful college player. The bad news is, it feels like he’s 
about the same player as a junior that he was as a freshman, and scouts 
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wonder about whether he’s got another level to reach. He remains 
relevant and worth the Wild’s time and consideration, though. 

19. Nikita Nesterenko, C, 20 (Boston College) 

Nesterenko was a late birthday in the 2019 draft, so he’s still relatively 
young despite the fact he didn’t make the college leap as a true 
freshman. He has impressed his teammates, his coaches, opposing 
players and coaches, and has been an important piece for the Eagles as 
both a freshman and now a sophomore. Nesterenko has legitimate talent 
with slick hands, power-play skill, and a pro frame that has finally begun 
to fill out, so there’s a sense he’s still in the early stages of his 
development. Patience will be imperative (he should spend four years in 
college) but there’s a lot to like and work with if he can continue to put the 
pieces together. 

20. Caedan Bankier, C, 19 (Kamloops Blazers) 

Bankier’s a 6-foot-2 centre with some talent. That’s enough to warrant 
mention at this point in a list. He’s got sound shooting mechanics 
(whether through his control into a catch-and-release or his follow-
through on a set shot) and the tools to create in volume at the junior 
level. He reads and scans the ice in front of him well and makes smart 
decisions accordingly. He occasionally makes plays through layers. He’s 
effective as a secondary component on a top line in the WHL (though 
there are questions if he can become the guy at that level because it’s 
hard to progress up without being one). But his game lacks dimensions 
and while I don’t mind his play off the puck at all, he’s not a defensive 
force or a particularly physical presence. 

This is one of the better goals of the WHL season so far (it also happens 
to show the way he thinks his way around the ice), too: 

The Tiers 

Each of my prospect pool rankings will be broken down into team-specific 
tiers in order to give you a better sense of the talent proximity from one 
player to the next (a gap which is sometimes minute and in other cases 
quite pronounced). 

The Wild pools divide into four groups. They are: 1-3, 4-7, 8-13, 14+. 
Those first three have true top-of-the-lineup upside. The next three have 
potential middle-of-the-roster upside. The next six are potential depth 
options. And the final group of players hold interest to varying degrees 
but come with longer odds. It’s an excellent pool made up of high-end 
talent and a smattering of everything else. 

RANK   PLAYER   POS.   AGE   TEAM   

1 

Matt Boldy 

C/LW 

20 

Iowa/Minnesota 

2 

Marco Rossi 

C 

20 

Iowa/Minnesota 

3 

Jesper Wallstedt 

G 

19 

Lulea 

4 

Carson Lambos 

LHD 

19 

Winnipeg 

5 

Calen Addison 

RHD 

21 

Iowa/Minnesota 

6 

Marat Khusnutdinov 

C 

19 

St. Petersburg 

7 

Jack Peart 

LHD 

18 

St. Cloud State 

8 

Adam Beckman 

LW 

20 

Iowa 

9 

Jack McBain 

C 

22 

Boston College 

10 

Ryan O’Rourke 

LHD 

19 

Soo 

11 

Sam Hentges 

C 

22 

St. Cloud State 

12 

Daemon Hunt 

LHD 
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19 

Moose Jaw 

13 

Connor Dewar 

C 

22 

Iowa/Minnesota 

14 

Alexander Khovanov 

C 

21 

Iowa 

15 

Filip Johansson 

RHD 

21 

Frolunda 

16 

Pavel Novak 

RW/LW 

19 

Kelowna 

17 

Marshall Warren 

LHD 

20 

Boston College 

18 

Vladislav Firstov 

LW 

20 

UConn 

19 

Nikita Nesterenko 

C 

20 

Boston College 

20 

Caedan Bankier 

C 

19 

Kamloops 

HM 

Josh Pillar 

RW 

19 

Kamloops 

HM 

Damien Giroux 

C 

21 

Iowa 
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Will Florida fill its trophy case in 2022? A midseason awards case for six 
key Panthers 

 

David Wilson 

 

The Florida Panthers are only focused on one trophy this season, but 
their thrilling chase for the Stanley Cup in 2022 may well come with a 
host of other trophies for its loaded roster. 

Last year, the Panthers’ best regular season in franchise history led to 
Aleksander Barkov winning the Frank J. Selke Trophy as the NHL’s best 
defensive forward, and Joel Quenneville and Bill Zito being finalists for 
major trophies, too. 

This year, Florida (32-10-5) is even better and boasts contenders for 
arguably each of the league’s six biggest awards. 

From All-Star left wing Jonathan Huberdeau to rookie center Anton 
Lundell, the Panthers are in the thick of hockey’s awards race at 
midseason. 

Hart Memorial Trophy: Jonathan Huberdeau 

Huberdeau entered the All-Star break as the NHL leader in points and 
assists, so he’s of course in the hunt for the Hart Memorial Trophy, which 
is given out annually to the league’s most valuable player. 

Huberdeau’s case is about more than just counting stats, though. Florida 
entered the break with the most points in the league, so Huberdeau can 
stake a claim as the best player on the best team in the league. Although 
he quibbles and still stumps for Barkov as the Panthers’ best player, 
Huberdeau has played in all 47 games this season, while injuries have 
limited Barkov to just 34. The Panthers have taken on Huberdeau’s 
creative passing identity and have the highest scoring offense in the 
Eastern Conference — and one of the highest scoring in the NHL in more 
than 20 years. 

He’s even having the most valuable defensive season of his career, 
contributing on the penalty kill to make himself available in all situations. 

Midseason favorite: Connor McDavid, C, Oilers 

Other contenders: Juuse Saros, G, Predators; Alex Ovechkin, LW 
Capitals; Leon Draisaitl, C/LW Oilers 

Norris Memorial Trophy: Aaron Ekblad 

Star defenseman Aaron Ekblad has been one of the best comeback 
stories in the league this year after fracturing his leg last season and 
seemingly not missing a beat in his return. In his comeback, he has 
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returned right to the race for the James Norris Memorial Trophy, given 
annually to the league’s top defenseman. 

Ekblad’s value mostly stems from his offense. He and lineman 
MacKenzie Weegar have both been on the ice for 53 5-on-5 goals this 
season, the most in the NHL, and he’s tied for third among NHL 
defensemen with 10 goals, with the league’s fourth best plus-minus. By 
design, Florida sacrifices some defense for offense and Ekblad, because 
of how skilled he is as a scorer and creator when he jumps up into the 
attack, makes the aggressive system work. 

Midseason favorite: Cale Makar, D, Avalanche 

Other contenders: Roman Josi, D, Predators; Victor Hedman, D, 
Lightning; Adam Fox, D, Rangers 

In the last few weeks, star goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky has started to 
pop up on a few watch lists for the Vezina Trophy, which is given out 
annually to the NHL’s top goaltender. Although Bobrovsky’s save 
percentage and goals against average don’t quite stack up against the 
best in the league, some of the advanced metrics look favorably upon the 
33-year-old Russian, and the heavy workload he has taken on for the top 
team in the league adds additional value. 

Bobrovsky ranks third in the league in goals saved above expected, 
according to MoneyPuck.com, and he ranks fifth in the league in high-
danger save percentage, which is crucial because only three teams have 
given up more high-danger chances than Florida. 

It’s an unusual case and makes him nothing more than a dark horse right 
now, but he has a chance to get into the thick of the race if he can 
continue his bounceback season and earn trust — and fear — across the 
league. 

Midseason favorite: Jack Campbell, G, Maple Leafs 

Other contenders: Juuse Saros, G, Predators; Igor Shesterkin, G, 
Rangers; Tristan Jarry, G, Penguins; Andrei Vasilevskiy, G, Lightning 

@miamiherald.com 

Calder Memorial Trophy: Anton Lundell 

Lundell stormed into the race for the Calder Memorial Trophy in the last 
month, logging five goals and 15 assists in his 20 games since the 
season resumed after its COVID-19 pause around Christmas. He also 
plays on the first penalty-killing unit for the best team in the league, while 
most of his peers in the race for the rookie of the year award are playing 
for teams teams on the fringe of the playoff picture or worse, like the 
Anaheim Ducks and Detroit Red Wings. 

As a rookie, Lundell ranks eighth in the league in plus-minus and he’s 
tied for second among all rookies in points, while also ranking in the top 
10 in shots and shots blocked, and second in takeaways. 

Midseason favorite: Trevor Zegras, C/LW, Ducks 

Other contenders: Alex Nedeljkovic, G, Red Wings; Moritz Seider, D, 
Red Wings; Michael Bunting, LW, Maple Leafs; Lucas Raymond, 
LW/RW, Red Wings 

Jack Adams Award: Andrew Brunette 

Sure, the Panthers were expected to be one of the best teams in the 
league this year and the Jack Adams Award for coach of the year usually 
goes to the coach of a team that exceeded expectations, but Brunette is 
in a unique position after taking over as interim coach just seven games 
into the season when Quenneville resigned in disgrace. 

Last year, Quenneville led Florida to its best regular season ever, and his 
involvement in the Chicago Blackhawks’ 2010 mishandling of sexual 
assault allegations, which were reported on in the first month of this 
season, could have derailed a possible dream season for Florida. 
Instead, the Panthers are even better than they were last year and 
Brunette has been a steady hand for one of the league’s most loaded 

rosters, even making smart decisions to change up lines on the fly, which 
has helped Florida pull off 15 come-from-behind wins this season. 

Midseason favorite: Rod Brind’Amour, Hurricanes; John Hynes, 
Predators 

Other contenders: Dallas Eakins, Ducks; Dean Evason, Wild; Darryl 
Sutter, Flames 

Jim Gregory Award: Bill Zito 

Maybe this will be the year Zito gets his due for the Jim Gregory General 
Manager of the Year Award after he was snubbed last year. The 10-plus 
offseason additions he made before last season helped the Panthers go 
from 15th in the league’s standings to fourth and the addition of forwards 
Sam Reinhart, Joe Thornton and Lundell have taken them to another 
level. 

He hasn’t struck out on any transaction he has made yet. 

Midseason favorite: Bill Zito, Panthers 

Other contenders: Joe Sakic, Avalanche; Doug Armstrong, Blues; Don 
Waddell, Hurricanes; Rob Blake, Kings; Steve Yzerman, Red Wings 

This story was originally Published February 8, 2022 4:20 PM. 
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Panthers sign 21-year-old goaltender to three-year, entry-level contract 

 

By BRETT SHWEKY SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL |FEB 08, 2022 
AT 11:14 AM 

 

The Florida Panthers signed promising goaltender Mack Guzda to a 
three-year, entry-level deal on Monday. 

Guzda has been an elite goaltender during his time in the Ontario 
Hockey League, producing a 74-53-11-7 record over his six-year tenure. 

The 21-year-old Guzda has appeared in 26 OHL outings with Owen 
Sound and Barrie this season, going 14-4-1-0 since Oct. 30. 

“Guzda has been a standout goaltender in the Ontario Hockey League 
this season,” general manager Bill Zito said in a statement. “We are 
excited about his growth and are thrilled that he will continue his 
development in our organization.” 

Guzda has made 16 appearances with Barrie, where he managed to post 
an 11-4-1-0 record while tallying a .925 save percentage, 2.17 goals-
against average and two clean sheets. 

Before moving to Barrie, Guzda went 5-4-0-1 with Owen Sounds, 
compiling a .915 save percentage and 3.20 goals-against average. 

Guzda, a Knoxville, Tenn. native, was given OHL goaltender of the 
month honors for January 2022 and December 2021. 

The 6-foot-5, 215-pounder was also named to the league’s first all-rookie 
team in 2017-18. 
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The Athletic / Pronman: Players to watch at the 2022 Olympic men’s 
hockey tournament 
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By Corey Pronman Feb 8, 2022  

 

The 2022 Olympic men’s hockey tournament begins tomorrow. The 
tournament will not involve NHL players, which opened the door for a lot 
of top amateur prospects and European pros to take their place. Though 
Connor McDavid will not be there, a lot of players in this Olympic 
tournament will one day play in the NHL. Here are some of the players I 
have an eye on going into the event. 

The College Kids, a.k.a. Team USA: There are so many storylines for 
USA to follow that it’s hard to single out only a couple. You have lottery 
picks like Seattle’s Matty Beniers and Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson (if he 
clears COVID protocol). You have college free agents such as Ben 
Meyers and Marc McLaughlin. You have drafted prospects on the rise 
such as Toronto’s Matthew Knies and Winnipeg’s Nathan Smith. You 
have players such as Colorado’s Drew Helleson, Los Angeles’ Brock 
Faber, and Vegas’ Brendan Brisson who won gold at the world juniors a 
year ago, on top of several other quality NHL prospects. They will be the 
team to watch to follow future NHL talent. 

Owen Power, LHD, Canada (Buffalo): It’s not really a spicy take to say I’ll 
be watching a recent first overall pick, but sometimes you have to state 
the obvious. Power was a top player last spring for Canada’s senior team 
at the World Championships so it’s expected he will be a go-to player 
again. Some of Power’s best hockey in the last 24 months has been in a 
Hockey Canada jersey between the worlds and world juniors. The 
skating for his size allows him to always accomplish a lot on the ice, but 
I’m sure Buffalo will want to see the offensive ability pop. He can make a 
lot of plays, but that aspect of his game hasn’t been consistent this 
season. 

Mason McTavish, C, Canada (Anaheim): McTavish has had a very 
strong and eventful season between the professional and junior levels. 
He’s off to play for his sixth team this season at the Olympics. He’s 
played well everywhere he’s gone though. He’s a powerful, highly skilled 
goal-scorer. I really liked his pace at the world juniors, something I 
haven’t always seen in his game. I’ll be looking to see if he can play that 
fast versus men consistently, as that will be a strong indicator for his 
future NHL success. 

Devon Levi, G, Canada (Buffalo): Levi has had an unreal season in 
college for Northeastern. He’s sporting a .948 SV% as of this writing. 
He’s not the biggest goalie but he’s extremely intelligent and moves quite 
well in the net. He’s shown in college and for Hockey Canada over the 
years he gives his team a chance to win any time he dresses. This will be 
his first experience versus pros, and for an undersized goalie it will be a 
good test to address the arguments from scouts about whether his game 
translates to higher levels. 

Niko Ojamaki, RW, Finland (Free agent): Ojamaki was one of the leading 
scorers in the KHL this season and led the league in goals. His great 
hockey sense and better shot, I think, have intrigued some NHL teams as 
a signing candidate. His skating is just OK though; he lacks size and is a 
perimeter player so I’m on the fence about whether he’s a legit prospect 
or just a good AHLer. 

Jack McBain, C, Canada (Minnesota): McBain is a big forward with some 
skill who is highly competitive and great around the net, but his skating 
has never been his strong point. McBain is a senior at Boston College, 
where he’s having an excellent season. While sources I’ve talked to 
believe he will sign with Minnesota once this season is up, teams have 
been watching his situation closely this season to see if they have a 
chance of signing him as a free agent. A strong Olympics for McBain 
could stir his situation even more. 

Alexander Nikishin, LHD, Russia (Carolina): Nikishin has been a 
prospect on the rise this season. The 20-year-old has looked quite solid 
in the KHL and in international play for Russia. He’s a big, mobile 
defenseman who can defend, make a first pass and has a hard shot from 
the point. He was a touted prospect in the 2020 NHL Draft but teams 

were worried about his medicals. Carolina picked him in the third round. 
Nikishin has currently been practicing on Russia’s top pair. 

Juraj Slafkovsky, LW & Simon Nemec, RHD, Slovakia (2022 draft 
eligible): The Olympics will have an interesting 2022 draft twist in that two 
potential top 10 — maybe even top 5 — picks in the 2022 NHL Draft will 
be on team Slovakia. More detailed write-ups on both players can be 
found here. Slafkovsky and Nemec played limited roles in the Olympic 
qualifiers in the summer so it will be interesting half a season of 
development later to see if they can move their way higher in the lineup. 

Pontus Holmberg, LW, Sweden (Toronto): Holmberg has been quite 
good in Sweden the last two seasons, scoring around a point/game this 
season and earning SHL playoff MVP honors the prior season. He’s a 
highly skilled, competitive and intelligent forward but given his size and 
so-so skating I’m not sure if he’s a real NHL prospect or just a good 
AHLer. Seeing how Holmberg manages in this environment versus top 
players will provide some information on how he fares at quicker paces. 

Arseni Gritsyuk, RW, Russia (New Jersey): Gritsyuk has been a player 
on the rise this season. I’ve always appreciated his skill and hockey 
sense, but I saw an undersized winger who didn’t have great speed and 
just thought he was a dime-a-dozen prospect. He can also really shoot it 
and may have undersold his scoring ability as he’s having quite a 
productive KHL season. I suspect as a 20-year-old he’ll have a tough 
time standing out on Team Russia but I’ll have an eye on him regardless. 
Gritsyuk has been practicing on Russia’s second line. 

Dmitry Voronkov, RW, Russia (Columbus): Voronkov’s production hasn’t 
been as strong as hoped going into the KHL season but he’s one of the 
top prospects in the tournament. He was also quite good in an earlier 
tournament this season for Russia. He’s big, skilled and highly physical, 
which makes him a valuable piece in a lineup despite mediocre skating. If 
he can elevate his play in this event it would qualm some concerns about 
his KHL production on a strong Ak Bars team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' management must intervene after another 
'embarrassing' loss 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL -- Unwatchable. 

That’s not what the Montreal Canadiens have become; it’s what they’ve 
been for the better part of this season. No matter how much time they’ve 
spent away -- the Christmas break, the COVID break, the All-Star break -
- they’ve come back making you want to claw your eyes out or just avert 
them altogether. 

So, how much more can the guys who have to watch them stomach 
before making sweeping changes? 

We know, the suits on the executive floor of the Bell Centre have already 
tolerated so much -- with the best odds at the top pick in the upcoming 
draft becoming more secure with each loss -- but they must know that 
what’s happening right now could be very damaging to the future. 

Canadiens executive vice president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton and 
general manager Kent Hughes had to be thinking about that watching 
their team fall behind 5-1 against the New Jersey Devils before two 
periods of Tuesday’s game were played. Yes, those New Jersey Devils, 
the last-placed Metropolitan Division team which extended its losing 
streak to seven games after a pitiful performance in Ottawa a night prior 
while the Canadiens were soaking up the last few hours of a one-week 
sabbatical. 
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The Canadiens went into the break after suffering 7-2 and 6-3 losses on 
consecutive nights. They were disorganized, dysfunctional and 
downtrodden -- like they had been through most of their other 42 games. 
It felt clear then something had to change. 

So, following the team’s first practice back on Monday, we asked 
Canadiens coach Dominique Ducharme if he had taken the pause to re-
evaluate his system, to tweak his forecheck, his neutral zone schema 
and his defensive zone coverage to address the persistent problem of 
the team proving incapable of executing any of it with a modicum of 
consistency. 

Ducharme retorted with the chicken and egg problem, like he has on 
several occasions this season when he’s been asked about his system. 

“You can be defending a different way, playing a different D-zone 
coverage, for example. But when the puck is travelling and you have a 
chance to kill the play, to stall the play, to separate a guy from the puck, if 
you don’t do it -- no matter what system you play -- it’s going to crack.” 
Ducharme said after mentioning the coaching staff is always evaluating 
things. “No matter what system you play, if you turn the puck (over) at the 
blue line to give a breakaway, there’s no way to defend it. If you don’t 
execute with the puck and you give it away, you give it to the other team 
in bad situations, there’s no way to defend it. 

“I think in the last few games it’s more that than anything else…” 

Never mind the last few games; for most of the 44 games prior to 
Tuesday’s, it’s been that. 

In Game 45, a 7-1 loss to the Devils that Canadiens forward Josh 
Anderson called “embarrassing,” it was all of that. It was the same 
ineffective one-man forecheck; the same hesitant neutral zone play; the 
same Abbott and Costello routine in the defensive zone. 

We asked Ben Chiarot to explain how it’s come to be that the Canadiens 
appear perpetually confused in their own end. 

“It’s a good question,” he said. “It’s something (that) if we had the 
answers for, I think we’d be trying to fix it every game. Right now, it’s 
something that we’re always harping on -- killing plays quickly in our own 
end -- and it just seems like we’re always a step or two off. We’ve played 
44 games, and we’ve got whatever we’ve got left now, and it’s something 
that needs to improve because it’s not fun spending that much time in 
your own end.” 

It’s not fun spotting the opposition a multi-goal lead in the first period, 
either. But the Canadiens did that once again on Tuesday. 

Once again, they pushed back in the second. And then they got 
bludgeoned. 

“You’d think after the break that you’d be refreshed and ready to go,” said 
Anderson, “but you guys witnessed it out there. I feel embarrassed, to be 
honest with you.” 

“I’ll say this, we’ve just gotta get out of this funk,” Anderson responded to 
another question. “We’ve got a lot of hockey games together and it is not 
fun losing right now. It’s not fun coming to the rink. We have to set our 
mindset right, right now, and just regroup, to be honest with you. We’ve 
gotta make hockey fun again and refresh. Throw this one out the window 
and come back to work next game ready to go. Because we just can’t get 
embarrassed like that. It’s not right.” 

And it’s not good for the development of Montreal’s young players. 
They’re the ones a bright future must be shaped around, and they’re 
being poorly served -- not just by losses, but by catastrophic ones in 
which the process appears completely broken. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman talk to a lot of people around the hockey 
world, and then they tell listeners all about what they’ve heard and what 
they think about it. 

Nothing can be more damaging than that as the Canadiens continue to 
crater towards their best chance at that top pick. Development is where 
the organization has failed miserably for years. It’s a problem both 
Gorton and Hughes declared a top priority to address, and it could 
become much more of one if they don’t intervene immediately. 

Surely, they’re considering it -- whether it’s removing Ducharme just to 
change up the message and the system or placing most of their young 
players in a much healthier atmosphere in Laval (where the Rocket are in 
contention for a spot in the AHL playoffs) or both. 

Even if Gorton said on his first day on the job that Ducharme would 
remain through the end of this season, he has to be concerned about the 
coach’s ability to change what’s been happening. 

Ducharme has been dealt a horrible hand and even worse luck -- a 
brutally short turnaround from the Stanley Cup Final in July, season-long 
injuries to his best players, and having to put more bodies in COVID-19 
protocol than any other team in the league -- but he hasn’t found a way to 
play it. And with all the negative trends in play has come the supremely 
negative atmosphere Anderson was describing. 

It’s been lingering for months, and it can’t be the one Gorton and Hughes 
allow to persist. They can’t want 22-year-old Cayden Primeau, 22-year-
old Ryan Poehling and 21-year-old Cole Caufield developing in this 
atmosphere. 

With Sam Montembeault nursing a minor injury, Primeau was once again 
thrown to the wolves on Tuesday. Playing behind this discombobulated 
group has been beyond detrimental to his development -- with his save 
percentage dipping and his confidence spiralling. His situation requires 
intervention from Gorton and Hughes, be it to trade for a goaltender or 
sign one since Carey Price, Jake Allen and Michael McNiven are all 
injured and no other goaltender in the organization has an NHL contract. 
They must do everything to get Primeau to Laval now. 

Gorton and Hughes must do something about Poehling’s situation, too. 

He practised as a projected scratch on Monday before he was plugged 
into Tuesday’s lineup because Christian Dvorak wasn’t prepared to 
return from an upper-body injury. He was one of Montreal’s only engaged 
forwards in the first period and only saw six shifts and 3:54 of ice-time 
before he was used for 10:56 over the final two periods. It was 
perplexing. 

Poehling either needs to get locked into a roster spot or sent down. 
Dressing players who aren’t going to be a part of the team’s future in his 
place -- an outcome that was likely with Laurent Dauphin centring 
Poehling’s line at Monday’s practice -- can’t be an option at this stage of 
a failed season. 

Neither can keeping Caufield in anything but a scoring role. We know he 
came into the season as the odds-on favourite to win the Calder Trophy 
and has fallen way below expectations due to spotty play and a boatload 
of bad luck, but his confidence isn’t going to spike in the role he’s been 
designated to. 

Sure, it made sense to start the kid off slow in his first game since Jan. 
17. He had a long layoff due to COVID-19 and the bye week, and it made 
sense to ease him in lower down the lineup. 

But it sure didn’t appear as though the Wisconsinite was going to finish 
Tuesday’s game with over 15 minutes of ice-time after playing less than 
eight-and-a-half minutes through the first two periods. And it took the 
Canadiens being down by five goals just to get him out there more. 

You’d have seen some good flashes if you made it to the third period. But 
no one would blame you for turning away long before then. 

Gorton and Hughes don’t have that luxury. And it’s time they do 
something about what they’re seeing. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks need more games like this one to completely 
save season 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER -- As far as their schedule goes, the worst is over. We’re 
pretty sure you can say the same thing about the Vancouver Canucks’ 
season. The worst is over. 

But if they’re actually going to save their year, which would confound 
critics and realists alike, the Canucks are going to need a bunch more 
results like Tuesday’s, when they stumbled out of the National Hockey 
League All-Star Break before finding their feet and trampling the Arizona 
Coyotes 5-1 at Rogers Arena. 

It opened a spell of six home games out of their next seven -- a starter’s 
gun to what will need to be a remarkable 36-game sprint to the finish line 
if the Canucks, 6-14-2 a couple of months ago, are really going to climb 
all the way back to the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

They’re already closer than most of us thought possible -- 13-5-4 since 
Bruce Boudreau came in to coach the calamity. But they need to build 
winning streaks longer than a couple of games, taking advantage of 
weaklings like the Coyotes but also going big-game hunting. The New 
York Islanders visit Rogers Arena on Wednesday, the Toronto Maple 
Leafs are in Vancouver on Saturday. 

It’s not only a big week for the team, but a big week of meetings for the 
rebuilt hockey-operations department, headed by president Jim 
Rutherford and new general manager Patrik Allvin. 

They have noted, like everyone, that the Canucks roster has holes and 
needs improving, and whatever happens in the next few weeks, the 
organization must be in a stronger position a couple of years from now. 

But having witnessed the buy-in of the Canucks players they’ve inherited, 
how many are they willing to sell before the March 21 trade deadline? 

It’s a delicate balance, and the players are not making it easy on 
management. 

The resilience the Canucks displayed on Tuesday is indicative of the 
turnaround to their season. 

Ragged after a week without games and only one full practice, the 
Canucks were badly outplayed in the first period by the worst team in the 
Western Conference. The period ended with the Coyotes on a 12-1 
shooting run -- and the score still 0-0 thanks to Vancouver’s all-star 
goalie, Thatcher Demko. 

Then the Canucks burst upon the ice for the second period a different 
team, and pumped in three goals in two-and-a-half minutes. And the 
scorers were significant: struggling top-six forwards Conor Garland, Bo 
Horvat and Elias Pettersson. 

“I hope it builds up their confidence. . . for guys that have been in a little 
bit of a slump,” Boudreau told reporters on Zoom. “If your best players 
aren't your best players, then you very rarely win. And I thought tonight, 
they stepped up and did the job when they had to. We'll be better 
tomorrow, but the best players did what they had to do and that's score 
some goals.” 

Remaining Time -0:53 

Pettersson breaks into zone with speed and rips puck past Vejmelka 

Boudreau said the opening period, in which the Canucks were outshot 
15-7, was as bad as he has seen since he became coach 22 games ago. 
It was certainly in Vancouver’s bottom five. 

“We knew that wasn't good enough,” winger J.T. Miller said. “We got 
outskated, outworked, out-executed. They drew penalties because they 
played with the puck and we chased them around. So it's not good 
enough. The message was fairly simple.” 

“I was pretty surprised,” Boudreau said of the false start. “We came out 
and it was like we were in quicksand. 

“Usually if I'm really upset, I'll go in (to talk to the players) right after the 
period, but I didn't do that. I tried to calm myself. And when I went in I just 
told them, in no uncertain terms, we had to be better and that this game 
was really important to us. And it really didn't mean a lot to Arizona, and 
we can't have that... them outworking us.” 

Miller secured the win with a spectacular solo goal at 6:20 of the third 
period. On the ice for more than a minute at four-on-four, most of it in his 
own zone as the Coyotes pressed, Miller skated the puck end to end 
before rounding defenceman Janis Moser and goalie Karel Vejmelka. 

Remaining Time -1:03 

Gotta See It: Canucks' J.T. Miller goes coast-to-coast for unreal solo goal 

And to cap a highly imperfect win with a near-perfect scoresheet, the 
Canucks got their fifth goal from Brock Boeser, on a terrific power-play 
shot-pass by Pettersson. 

Five Canucks goals from five scorers vital to any success the team is 
going to have. 

Former Coyote defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson had three assists as 
Vancouver’s power play, minus COVID-positive quarterback Quinn 
Hughes, went two-for-three. 

Miller said he was “lucky” on his goal. His team wasn’t. 

It was good enough to beat the Coyotes. Nearly everyone is. But the 
Canucks will need some luck, a lot more goals from their best players 
and a pile of wins in the next two months to give themselves a chance at 
actually making the playoffs. They’ll also need Rutherford and Allvin to 
believe in them. 

“I don't think it was a perfect game by any means,” Miller said. “I know 
we're going to need to be a hell of a lot better tomorrow (against the 
Islanders) to win the game. I thought we capitalized on our looks and 
needed a special-teams game like that. I have no doubt we're going to be 
a lot better tomorrow.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom, Lindholm in award conversations as Flames 
hit halfway mark 

Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom not bothered by the upcoming '40 
games in 80 nights' schedule, says most players would rather play 
hockey than practice and says he doesn't need time away from the sport, 
because he likes hockey. 

 

Eric Francis 

 

Having spent several summers competing with one another, Jacob 
Markstrom is the first to admit Elias Lindholm has proven his Swedish 
supremacy in just about every sport. 

“He’s a really good golfer, tennis player and pretty much anything he tries 
when it comes to hand-eye coordination or ball sports,” said Markstrom 
of his bosom buddy. “He beats me in pretty much everything… except 
ping pong. I’ve got him there.” 
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Smiling when told of the accolades thrown his way, Lindholm is quick to 
offer an explanation for his table tennis troubles. 

“I have a ping pong table in my basement but there’s not enough room,” 
said the Flames centre of his cramped quarters in Gavle, Sweden. “I 
can’t move down there. I like to be way behind the table, but I can’t play 
my game down there. I blame it on that.” 

Neither player has needed excuses since returning to Calgary, where the 
duo hit the halfway mark in contention for significant league hardware: 
Markstrom as a Vezina candidate and Lindholm as a Selke threat, as the 
league’s top defensive forward. 

Fresh off an all-star break that has the Flames slated to kick off the 
second half with seven straight home games, the two men who’ve played 
such huge roles in the team’s first-half success were asked about one 
another’s superb starts. 

Neither was shy about pumping the other one’s tires. 

“I feel like they really should look at (Lindholm) for the Selke,” said 
Markstrom, whose pal sits fourth in the NHL at plus-29 while anchoring 
the loop’s most productive trio. 

“I see him every day on the same team and he matches up with the other 
teams’ best players. Against Florida he matches up against (Aleksander) 
Barkov, and players like that, who are in the (Selke) conversation every 
year. 

“When you look at plus-minus and stuff like that he’s always, game-to-
game, playing against them and he’s always ahead of them, with better 
numbers.” 

Barkov was last year’s Selke winner, beating a field that included 
perennial favourites Patrice Bergeron, Mark Stone and Ryan O’Reilly. 

Needing solid offensive numbers to even have a chance at Selke 
consideration, Lindholm finished 10th in voting two seasons back. 

As impressive as his 15 goals and 37 points in 42 games have been, it’s 
his defensive work that has allowed Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk to score at a pace that has them sitting amongst league leaders. 

“This year he’s playing with Johnny and Chuckie, who have been great 
putting up a ton of points lately as well,” said Markstrom. “I feel like those 
two work really well, and they can play their game extremely well, and 
he’s kind of the guy who keeps it all together. Especially defensively, he 
does a lot of hard work that goes silent.” 

Why Lindholm feels Markstrom deserves more credit and Vezina 
consideration 

When it was pointed out no Swedish player has ever won the Selke, 
Markstrom was happy to discuss the rich history of top Swedes. 

“We have a lot of good offensive players. The (Sedin) twins won the 
scoring title back-to-back years, then there’s (Peter) Forsberg and 
(Markus) Naslund and those guys, to name a few,” he said. 

“Then there’s (Henrik) Zetterberg in Detroit for a lot of years who was 
really offensive and defensive, and I think Lindy is up there and should 
be talked about a little bit more. 

“I think the reporters who vote on the Selke should watch more Flames 
games.” 

What they’d see is a former winger who has proven conclusively this 
season he’s a top, two-way centre in this league. 

“I take a lot of pride in defence,” said Lindholm, drafted fifth overall in 
2013 by Carolina. 

“I think it was Rod Brind’Amour who told me, ‘if you do it right 
defensively, all the rest will come to you. You don’t have to chase it.’ It’s 
something I always kept in mind. It’s kind of what my thoughts are out 
there. I try to do it right and obviously playing with Chucky and Johnny 
the offence comes by itself. Those two are amazing to play with.” 

So is Markstrom, who has been every bit as dominant as Brad Treliving 
hoped when he lured him to Calgary with a six-year, $36 million deal two 
summers ago. 

“The numbers speak for themselves,” said Lindholm of a netminder who 
sits third amongst NHL starters with a 2.20 goals-against average, not to 
mention seven shutouts, which not only has him on pace to shatter 
Miikka Kiprusoff’s club record (10), but has him threatening Tony 
Esposito’s modern-day mark of 15. 

“(He’s) been amazing so far for us and won us a lot of games. He should 
be talked about more often too. There’s a lot of good goalies but Marky is 
definitely in the top and doesn’t get the credit he deserves, that’s for 
sure.” 

Markstrom said shutouts isn’t a stat he looks at. 

“No, it’s more about keeping goals-against average as low as possible, 
and getting wins,” said the man with the 17-10-5 record and .923 save 
percentage. 

“Me personally, that’s what I look at most. You want to be in the net and 
help the team win as many times as possible, and when it comes down 
to it that’s what matters. 

“You don’t get any bonus points for a shutout or a good save 
percentage.” 

Or for beating up on your pal in ping pong. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Where should Jack Eichel fit into the Golden Knights' 
lineup? 

 

Staff 

 

Jack Eichel’s officially out of a non-contact jersey, signalling that his 
return to NHL play is near – and that will also be his debut with the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

We know what he can contribute to a team. But where does he fit? 

The logistics of his return are complicated, given the cap situation. So is 
his actual entrance into the lineup, given how deep Vegas is already and 
the fact that they have two top-six combinations they consistently roll with 
when the team’s healthy. But that’s a good problem to have. 

The Golden Knights may ease him in, because as prepared as Eichel 
could be, nothing truly replicates game speed. But once the pivotal player 
gets going again, where will he fit in the lineup? 

Let’s take a look at options for 5-on-5 play, and the ripples each would 
have on the lineup. 

Pacioretty-Eichel-Stone 

This would probably be the least disruptive option in the top six. It puts 
Eichel firmly between the team’s best offensive generators to form one of 
the better top lines in the league. Chandler Stephenson, the mainstay 
centre of the trio, likely then shifts to the third line. Not only does the top 
line get stronger, but their depth gets a boost with Stephenson shifting 
lower. 

Of course, this would break up a line that Vegas has relied on for some 
time. This season, the Pacioretty-Stephenson-Stone trio is generating 
less than 53 per cent of the expected goal share and scoring about 67 
per cent of the goals. Injuries have been a major factor in that, though. 
Looking back to last year, when they had 470 minutes together, they 
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pushed for about 63 per cent of the xG share, to compare, showing how 
much they drive play. 

Chemistry is obviously a key part of their success. So are complementary 
playing styles. But given that Eichel could provide what Stephenson 
does, and more, it would likely work. 

At 5-on-5, Stephenson leads the Golden Knights with his rate of carry-ins 
at 14.0 per 60, thanks to his speedy skating. That helps this line generate 
offence off the rush. Transitional play is something Eichel has always 
been absolutely elite at, so there won’t be an issue of not having a puck 
carrier if he were to replace Stephenson. 

They’ll gain a player in Eichel, who generates more individually. That 
probably will cause defenders to scramble in their attempts to somehow 
manage three top-tier offensive players. 

This is the hot option for Vegas, given how skilled all three are. But is it 
the best option? There may be better ones to round out the top six, and 
even the top nine, if this line gets shut down. 

Carrier-Eichel-Stone 

This keeps Eichel and Stone together without necessarily overloading 
that first line. Between Eichel and Stone, there’re two elite transitional 
players. Few are better than Stone at stripping their opponent of the puck 
and sparking a play – whether he takes the puck up the ice himself or 
sends it to a teammate to do the legwork. With the winger on the right, 
there’s already that two-way presence. So the idea of balance isn’t 
necessarily for defensive play. That said, there has to be some give and 
take with this duo to ensure the rest of the lineup is as balanced with skill 
as possible, given that two of the team’s best would be on this line. 

That’s where the coaches could look to the bottom six, whether it’s a 
player such as Will Carrier, Mattias Janmark, or even eventually Nolan 
Patrick. 

In Carrier, this line would add another player who can drive to the slot to 
shoot; his rate of slot shots actually put him fourth on the team when 
accounting for minutes played. But more than his shot, the strength 
Carrier could add to this line is the ability to battle for loose pucks – he 
successfully wins those loose puck battles while under pressure both in 
the neutral zone and offensive end, including on rebound shots. That 
may be all this line needs given the abilities of the two stars on it. 

Marchessault-Eichel-Smith* 

For ultimate balance, the idea may be to keep Eichel away from Stone 
and Pacioretty altogether. He’s an elite player who doesn’t need much to 
thrive. And with Marchessault and possibly Smith, Eichel would still have 
skill on his wings. 

Marchessault ranks as the best passer, both in frequency and quality, 
after the members of that top line. That should help set up a shooter such 
as Eichel, who tends to get to those quality areas of the ice with his 
attempts, as pictured below. 

He’s also a volume shooter, though he doesn’t get to the high-danger 
area as often as some of his teammates this season. Having a player 
such as Eichel who can buy him time, space, and set him up with craft 
passes, could change that. 

On the right, this assumes Smith is not a piece that gets moved to make 
the cap logistics work. As a pending UFA, he could be the piece the team 
chooses to part with. If not Smith, there’s Evgenii Dadonov or Mattias 
Janmark who could slot on to this line instead – the former with more 
offensive upside, the latter more of a two-way player. 

The simple flip then could be slotting William Karlsson, the current centre 
between Marchessault and Smith, between Stone and Pacioretty. Then 
Stephenson slots down to the third line, giving the team outstanding 
depth. Or, if it’s recognized just how well Stephenson clicks in his current 
surroundings, Vegas could even experiment with Karlsson down the 
middle of the third to really expand their depth. That’s the beauty of 
strengthening a lineup with so much skill. 

Pacioretty-Eichel-Smith/Janmark 

Pacioretty and Stone obviously click so well that the Golden Knights may 
not want to split them up at even strength. However, if lineup balance is 
the goal, maybe it should be a legitimate consideration. 

Why would Pacioretty be the one to match up with Eichel versus Stone? 
Because Stone plays so well in transition on his own that he doesn’t 
necessarily need the centre for that – he can thrive no matter who he’s 
paired with. The left wing, on the other hand, matches up well with a puck 
carrier to handle that aspect of play – in their current combination, it’s 
Stephenson and Stone who are relied on for that. 

With Pacioretty and Eichel together, the line has two effective shooters 
who both concentrate most of their shots to the home plate area. But 
Eichel isn’t just a shooter, he’s worked on his passing game over the 
years to become a dual threat. So he can keep defenders guessing on 
whether he’s going to take the shot himself or set up one of the more 
frequent shooters in the league in Pacioretty. That pairs two scoring 
threats together who will challenge defenders from only a matchup 
consideration; opponents will have to worry about this line that’s loaded 
with talent as well as Stone’s. 

Plus, Eichel’s growth over the years helped him have a more complete 
game. So, between his defensive efforts and Smith’s, this line should be 
balanced enough to hold their own on one end of the ice, and drive play 
into the offensive zone. Again, if Smith isn’t the odd-man out for cap 
reasons. If he is, unlike the previous combination, then a player such as 
Janmark may be the most fitting here since there’s already so much skill 
that they may just need a two-way piece that can click to complete the 
trio. 

To round out the top six, Marchessault-Karlsson-Stone is the obvious 
option in this scenario, with Stephenson moving down to the third line. 
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TSN.CA / Sense of relief for Leafs with Matthews 'feeling pretty good' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of Thursday’s 
game against the Flames in Calgary. 

The injury sustained by Auston Matthews late in Monday's game against 
the Carolina Hurricanes doesn't appear to be as serious as initially 
feared.  

  "He came in today feeling pretty good so it's a really good sign," said 
Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe. "Today was a very good day." 

  Sense of relief? 

  "For sure," the coach said. 

  The knee of Hurricanes defenceman Brett Pesce hit Matthews in the 
back of the head after the Leafs centre had fallen to the ice late in the 
third period. The 24-year-old remained down for a bit before departing for 
the dressing room.  

  "There was a pretty good sense, not right away necessarily, but by the 
time he left that it wasn't going to necessarily be a head injury," Keefe 
revealed. "So, that had us feeling pretty good. But with the nature of the 
hit that he took you're going to continue to be cautious and make sure 
he's feeling good before he gets back on the ice." 
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The outlook is so optimistic that Keefe opted not to reconfigure his lines 
at practice. He moved up Pierre Engvall, a big lefty in the Matthews 
mould, to the top unit as a placeholder. When Matthews missed time in 
the past, John Tavares moved up to take that spot.  

  It's possible Matthews will be able to skate with the team on Wednesday 
before they fly to Calgary.  

  "We'll see how he comes in," Keefe said, "but today was a very good 
day." 

  Matthews leads the team in goals (31) and points (53). 

Sense of relief for Leafs as Matthews is ‘feeling pretty good’ 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe updates Auston Matthews status 
and says their leading scorer is 'feeling pretty good' after taking a knee to 
the back of the head on Monday and they'll continue to proceed with 
caution. 

--- 

  For the first time since sustaining a concussion on Jan. 15, Jake Muzzin 
practised in his usual spot on the second defence pair. It appears like 
he'll be able to return during the upcoming road trip.  

  "We are trending that way," Keefe confirmed. "With the nature of the 
injury, you are going to make sure that nothing else pops up. We are 
going to continue to be cautious, but it was another really good day for 
him." 

    Sheldon Keefe says Muzzin is trending toward a return during the 
upcoming road trip 

    “Another really good day for him” 

    Jake was the last guy on the ice at practice … they pushed him hard 
… out with a concussion since Jan. 15 @TSN_Edge 
pic.twitter.com/hVhwe3qUW7 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) February 8, 2022 

--- 

  Jack Campbell was all smiles while reflecting on his first All-Star Game 
experience.  

  "It just inspires me to be even better in the second half and motivates 
me," the 30-year-old said. "I just feel refreshed and excited. It's just got 
me really excited." 

  Campbell teamed up with Tampa Bay's Andrei Vasilevskiy to win the 
Save Streak event in the Skills Competition and enjoyed spending time 
with 2019 Vezina Trophy winner.  

  "We didn't get too serious about technical stuff since we're in the same 
division," Campbell noted. "We had fun. He was supporting me and I was 
pumped up when he was in there. We were teammates for the weekend 
and it couldn't have been more of a blast ... He checks all the boxes. He 
has it all. He's won so that's the biggest thing I respect." 

  In the last year, the late-blooming Campbell has emerged as an NHL 
starter and one of the more consistent performers at his position. The All-
Star weekend in Las Vegas represented his first chance to rub shoulders 
with the game's best in that type of relaxed environment.  

  "Meeting Victor Hedman, he's a first-class guy," Campbell said. "Same 
with Patrice Bergeron. Just honoured to be there with them." 

The Leafs believe the All-Star experience will help springboard the goalie 
into a strong second half.  

  "It gives you confidence because you realize everyone is kind of the 
same and there's no magic fairy dust that these guys at the All-Star 
Game have," said veteran forward Jason Spezza. "Sometimes you put 
guys on a pedestal and see yourself as underneath them. For a guy like 

Soup to be around the best in the game and to know he belongs there is 
great." 

  "Maybe you learn something along the way as you are interacting with 
those guys," added Keefe. "You become friends with guys you didn't 
necessarily know. There is value inside of that. That whole experience 
can help a player, especially when it is their first time going. He has come 
back in good spirits, which is not a big surprise. He is usually in pretty 
good spirits." 

  Despite a dip in performance before the break, Campbell boasts strong 
numbers this season. He's 21-6-3 with a .925 save percentage.  

  "I want to keep getting better," he said. "I expect to be better in the 
second half." 

Campbell fired up for second half after special All-Star experience 

Fresh off his first All-Star experience, Jack Campbell talked about 
schmoozing with the NHL's best and why he feels refreshed and ready to 
go for the second half of their season. 

--- 

  One of Campbell's quirks garnered attention inside the Atlantic Division 
dressing room. He always sprays his equipment with water before 
games.  

  "I just like it not crispy," the Michigan native explained. "I feel more 
mobile that way."  

  Campbell has been doing this basically his entire career.  

  "When I was at the US [National Development] Program I used to bring 
my gloves to the sink and wet them down and then got fancier in the pros 
and got the spray bottles," Campbell said with a grin. "I've seen a few 
guys do that." 

    Whatcha doin' Soupy?   pic.twitter.com/M0WuFvQITY 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) February 5, 2022 

---  

  Campbell has played in 32 of Toronto's 43 games this season, but the 
team should be able to get him more nights off moving forward.  

  Petr Mrazek, who missed most of the first half of the season due to a 
groin injury, appears to be picking up some steam. He stopped 28 of 31 
shots to beat his old team on Monday night.  

  "It's always a little special," Mrazek said of the reunion with the 
Hurricanes. 

  His biggest save may have come in the second stanza when Mrazek 
stoned Sebastian Aho on a breakaway. 

  "I tried to stay focused there," Mrazek said, "stay big, stay on my feet 
and wait to see what his move will be. I thought, a little bit, that he was 
going to shoot."  

Mrazek was right and the Czech native has now won four straight 
decisions.  

  "I'm feeling, every game, better and better," Mrazek said. "The last few 
weeks, we did a lot of work with [goalie coach] Steve Briere and the 
things we're doing are showing in the games. I'm happy with how things 
have progressed." 

  So is Keefe.  

  "You can see it coming," the coach said. "He is certainly building 
momentum here. That is really what we are looking for." 

  --- 

  On a star-studded team, it is Alex Kerfoot leading the way in points per 
60 minutes (2.66).   
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  "He's a guy that I don't think gets enough love from media or anything 
like that," Mitch Marner said before the All-Star break. "But I'll tell ya one 
thing — he gets a lot of love in our locker room." 

  Kerfoot cracked a smile when informed of that comment by your humble 
correspondent.  

  "That's nice of him to say," the 27-year-old from Vancouver noted. "I 
think I get plenty of love from you, Mark, so don't worry. But, you try and 
not pay attention. I don't know if I get too much love or not enough love. 
It's all about trying to do my job here every day to the best of my abilities 
and having my teammates' backs and hoping they appreciate what I do 
as well." 

  Well, teammates certainly seem to relish the opportunity to praise the 
versatile forward.  

  "He can be hard on himself," Spezza pointed out. "It's important to talk 
to guys like that and [let them] know when the puck's not going in that 
they're still contributing." 

  Kerfoot has gone 10 games without a goal, but has seven assists in that 
stretch.   

  "He puts a lot of pressure on himself to be good and that's what makes 
him such a good player," Spezza said. "If he's on another team he's 
probably on the power play and getting more offensive looks, but for us 
he's a really key piece."  

  Kerfoot, who is third on the team in five-on-five points, was invited to 
join the Leafs leadership group this season. The extended leadership 
group includes players like Muzzin, Spezza and now Kerfoot, who don't 
wear letters.   

  "He is a very well-liked and respected teammate," Keefe said. "It really 
comes through the leadership group themselves. They wanted him to be 
a part of it. We had spoken about that. I agreed. I think it makes a lot of 
sense. He has been a good addition to it. He has some different 
experiences coming from a different organization. He has played different 
roles and played around our lineup." 

  Kerfoot is on pace for 59 points this season. His previous career high of 
43 came in 2017-18 when he was a rookie with the Colorado Avalanche.  

  --- 

  With Matthews missing and seven defencemen on the roster, the Leafs 
invited a couple of University of Toronto skaters to even out the numbers 
in practice.  

  Brendan Bornstein was paired with Travis Dermott while Kyle Potts 
skated alongside Wayne Simmonds and Spezza.  

    — U of T Varsity Blues (@Varsity_Blues) February 8, 2022 

"I played with Pottsy," Spezza said with a grin. "We chatted all day. I tried 
to get some laughs out of him and just make him feel relaxed. A good 
opportunity for those guys to come and experience an NHL practice ... 
You try to have fun with it. You try to help him out. When you come to a 
new team you can have some new-drill-itis going so we tried to help him 
out and make sure he knows the drill before we get going." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Muzzin getting close; UofT players fill in 

Sheldon Keefe revealed that Jake Muzzin is getting closer but they're 
taking cautious approach with it being a head injury. Mark Masters has 
more on the Leafs skate and why some University of Toronto players 
were invited to participate. 

--- 

  Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

  Bunting - Engvall - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kase  

Potts - Spezza - Simmonds  

  Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Dermott - Bornstein 

  Campbell 

Mrazek 
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USA TODAY / Bruins' Brad Marchand receives match penalty after 
punching Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry and hitting him in head with stick 

 

Jace Evans 

 

Boston Bruins forward Brad Marchand is no stranger to controversy. His 
latest antics, though, could result in him serving a suspension for the 
eighth time in his career.  

Marchand received a match penalty – handed out when there is deemed 
an intent to injure – late in Tuesday night's game against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. During a scrum in the final minute, Marchand punched 
Penguins All-Star goalie Tristan Jarry in the head with his right fist. 

Then, as a linesman tried to restrain him, Marchand skated by Jarry and 
struck the goaltender in the mask with his stick. Marchand was assessed 
a match penalty, which triggers an automatic suspension pending review 
by NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman.  

Given Marchand's history – he was just suspended three games in 
November for slewfooting, which marked the seventh suspension of his 
career – it would not be shocking if he's looking at a fairly substantial 
absence.  

That's bad news for the Bruins, given that Marchand is their leading 
scorer.  

“Obviously lack of discipline on Brad’s part in that situation,” Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy said after the game. “Brad’s a leader on our team and he 
needs to control his emotions.” 

Earlier in Tuesday night's game, he'd gotten into it with Jarry a little bit – 
however in a far more playful manner. 

Jarry was going to flip a puck to fans following the end of the second 
period, but Marchand knocked the puck off his stick as he was skating 
by.  
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USA TODAY / NHL isn't going to 2022 Winter Olympics, but some 
Stanley Cup winners are there 

 

Mike Brehm 
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Eric Staal, who won a gold medal with Canada in 2010 and didn't go in 
2014, had little chance of making the 2022 team. He was an unsigned 
free agent and Canada has enough talent to field multiple teams of NHL 
players. 

But his fortunes changed when the NHL dropped out of the Olympics in 
December amid a surge in COVID-19 cases. 

Now, the 2003 No. 2 overall pick will be one of the key players as Team 
Canada's captain tries to help his country improve on its 2018 bronze 
medal and win gold for the third time in the last four Olympics. 

"When you think of Team Canada, you think of a guy like Eric Staal," 
general manager Shane Doan said. "I think that gives credibility to the 
group, and I think he's somebody we're going to count on for his 
leadership and lots of parts of his game." 

Staal, 37, won a Stanley Cup with the Carolina Hurricanes in 2006, was 
the team's captain for seven seasons and had 1,034 points in 1,293 
games with five teams over 17 seasons. He went to the Final with the 
Montreal Canadiens last season. 

He had kept skating in a bid to land an NHL contract and played four 
games for the AHL Iowa Wild so Team Canada management could 
watch him. He impressed Doan with his play and an overtime goal. 

“Sometimes an opportunity like this just kind of comes and falls into your 
lap and you need to cherish and relish the moment," Staal said. "For me, 
I’m prepared for it and excited for it." 

Team Canada's Jason Demers, Daniel Winnik, David Desharnais and 
Josh Ho-Sang also have NHL experience. 

A look at some other recognizable former NHL players in Beijing:  

Forward David Krejci, 35, Czech Republic: The former Boston Bruins' No. 
2 center returned to his native country during the offseason. He won a 
Stanley Cup with Boston in 2011 and had 730 points in 962 games. He's 
averaging close to a point a game in the Czech League. He also played 
in the 2010 and 2014 Olympics. Former NHLers Michael Frolik and 
Vladimir Sobotka also made the roster. 

Valtteri Filppula, 37, Finland: He won a Stanley Cup with the Detroit Red 
Wings in 2008 and played more than 1,000 NHL games. He's averaging 
close to a point a game in the Swiss league. Former NHLers Sami 
Vatanen, Markus Granlund, Leo Komarov and Mikko Lehtonen also 
made the team. 

Artem Anisimov, 33, Russia: He had four 20-goal seasons in the NHL 
and went to the 2012 conference finals with the New York Rangers. He's 
playing in the Kontinental Hockey League this season. This will be his 
second Olympics. Former NHLers Mikhail Grigorenko, Slava Voynov and 
Nikita Gusev also made the team for the defending Olympic gold 
medalists. 

Frans Nielsen, 37, Denmark: He played 10 seasons with the New York 
Islanders and five with the Red Wings, scoring 25 goals in 2013-14. He's 
playing this season in Germany. Denmark has qualified for the Olympics 
for the first time. Former NHLer Mikkel Boedker also made the team. 

Marcus Kruger, 31, Sweden: The role player and penalty killer played 
eight seasons with the Chicago Blackhawks — winning Stanley Cups in 
2013 and 2015 — and one season with the Carolina Hurricanes. He won 
a silver medal in 2014 and is currently playing in Switzerland. Forwards 
Jacob de la Rose and Lucas Wallmark also played in the NHL. 

Former NHL players for other countries: 

USA: The American team chose to skew young with college players, but 
six have NHL experience, led by Nick Shore (299 games) and Steven 
Kampfer (231). Former Red Wings veteran Justin Abdelkader was 
named as an alternate. 

Germany: Tobias Rieder played 478 NHL games and winger Tom 
Kuhnhackl won Stanley Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2016 and 
2017. 

Switzerland: Defensemen Yannick Weber, Raphael Diaz and Mirco 
Mueller combined for 885 NHL games, led by Weber's 499. Reto Berra 
was an NHL backup goalie. 

Latvia: Forward Kaspars Daugavins has the most NHL experience with 
91 games. 

Slovakia: Defenseman Martin Marincin and forward Tomas Jurco 
combined for 448 NHL games. 

China: The team consists of the KHL's Beijing-based Kunlun Red Star. 
Forward Brandon Yip has the most NHL experience at 174 games. 
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