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‘Hungry’ Hurricanes sweep away bad memories in another big win over the Boston Bruins 

By Chip Alexander 

The Boston Bruins, playing shorthanded, must have decided 
that roughhouse hockey was their best chance Thursday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Bruins were missing their captain, Patrice Bergeron, out 
with a head injury. They were without winger Brad Marchand, 
suspended six games by the NHL for losing his cool and 
striking Pittsburgh goalie Tristan Jarry. 

So, rough it was. Physical. Bodies were flying. Fists were 
flying. 

But the Canes have proven they’re not a team that can be 
pushed around— and certainly not by the Bruins. The Canes 
took Boston’s best shots while taking a 6-0 victory at TD 
Garden to complete a season sweep of the three-game 
series. 

“It seems this team, wherever the game goes, whatever way, 
it seems like we’re pretty much capable of playing that way,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I don’t think it caught 
us by surprise. They’re missing their two top guys, tough 
guys to have out of your lineup.” 

The Bruins, led by Bergeron and Marchand, were the team 
that dispatched the Canes from the Stanley Cup playoffs in 
2019 and 2020. The Bruins were bigger, tougher, better. 
They had goalie Tuukka Rask, who retired Wednesday, 
playing at his brilliant best those two years. 

“They beat us a couple of times and that for sure made us a 
little more hungry to beat these guys,” Canes winger Teuvo 
Teravainen said Thursday. 

The Canes (32-10-3) outscored the Bruins 16-1 this season. 
Goalie Frederik Andersen beat them three times and shut 
them out twice, making 34 saves Thursday including some 
big ones early as the Canes had to kill off a few penalties. 

Governor Cooper chimes in 

The Canes’ dominance over the Bruins this season caught 
the eye of North Carolina’s top elected official, as well. A 
short time after Carolina polished off its victory, Gov. Roy 
Cooper took to Twitter, simultaneously gloating about 
Thursday’s win while referencing Marchand’s social media 
attack on the Canes and their “small market” existence. That 
kerfuffle all started when the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck was 
compared to Marchand, and offhandedly asked if that meant 
he was “a rat.” 

Not hearing an answer, he added, “Yeah, that’s fair.” 

Marchand, in an Instagram post, then took a shot at 
Trocheck, saying, “This is like comparing a Lambo to a 
Prius.” He also posted a side-by-side comparison of his 
career statistics with Trocheck’s from hockeyDB.com. 

And then the Canes won the game, 7-1. 

The Canes’ social media team had a lot of fun with that, 
posting the score and noting the “L” for the Bruins stood for 
Lamborghini. The Canes posted a video clip of Trocheck 
knocking Marchand down with a clean hit at the Carolina 
blue line, tweeting: “Never seen a Prius total a Lambo 
before.” 

Thursday night, Cooper joined in the fun. He Tweeted: 

“Another impressive win by our @Canes against the @NHL 
Bruins tonight. Wouldn’t have mattered if the Lamborghini 
Marchand @Bmarch63 had played. His cheap shots last 
night will give him a lot more time to post pretentious, 
misleading smaller hockey market tripe anyway.” 

Handling the Bruins’ tough stuff 

And the physical challenge? When Bruins defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy put a hard open-ice hit on the Canes’ 
Sebastian Aho in the first period, he soon had Canes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo in his face, dropping the gloves, 
swinging away. 

McAvoy, a big guy who can handle himself, had two inches 
and 25 pounds on DeAngelo. But he had to grab DeAngelo 
and give him a fling to stop the fight after DeAngelo got off a 
flurry of punches and seemed willing to continue throwing 
them. 

“Tony steps up for everybody,” Brind’Amour said. “I mean, 
everybody. I’ve got to give him a lot of credit. He’s done 
nothing but great things since he got here and guys love 
him.” 

Asked if DeAngelo reminded him of Canes assistant coach 
Tim Gleason, who dropped the gloves more than a few times 
when he played for Carolina, Brind’Amour quickly replied, 
“Gleas is one of those guys who loves him.” 

Aho, by the way, was fine after the McAvoy hit. He said he 
saw it coming at the last second and “put on the brakes” to 
lessen the impact. He then scored twice, and has 21 for the 
season. 

Adding team grit 

DeAngelo, in his first season with Carolina, has added an 
element of toughness that has been missing to a degree the 
past few years. The Canes traded for forward Micheal 
Ferland, a tough guy, but concussions soon sidelined him. 
Forward Brock McGinn would drop and throw at times but 
left after last season. 

But with players such as DeAngelo and Vincent Trocheck, 
this Canes team has enough snarl. Even defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin, the NHL’s Lady Byng Trophy winner last 
season for his “gentlemanly” play, has laid out a few 
opponents with punishing hits. 
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Jordan Staal’s line plays a heavy game and did again 
Thursday. Wingers Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast were 
strong on the forecheck and Fast set up defenseman Brett 
Pesce for a goal. 

And Staal scored. The Canes captain redirected a Brady 
Skjei shot in the third period for his first goal since Oct. 29, 
ending a goal-less streak of 35 games. 

Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov also scored, and 
Teravainen tied his career high with three assists in his 

return to the lineup from injury, as the Canes’ blend of speed, 
skill and team toughness was too much for the Bruins to 
answer. The Canes were better. 

“We tried to outphysical them,” McAvoy said. 

And? 

“It got away from us,” he said. 
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On game day in Boston, Hurricanes’ Finns remember Tuukka Rask’s career 

By Cory Lavalette  

When the Hurricanes play Thursday at TD Garden in Boston, 
they will do so against a Bruins team that will be without four 
players who have defined the Spoked B for the past dozen 
years. 

Patrice Bergeron suffered an upper-body injury in Tuesday’s 
loss against Pittsburgh, the same game in which Brad 
Marchand lost his cool and wound up with a six-game 
suspension for attacking Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry. 
Neither will play against Carolina. Longtime captain — and 
the oldest player in the NHL — Zdeno Chara, now with the 
Islanders, moved on two years ago. 

Then on Wednesday, goalie Tuukka Rask announced his 
retirement after struggling in his return from hip surgery. 

“Those four guys you mentioned there, they’re the best of the 
best,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday 
after the morning skate in Boston. 

Even without those key pieces, Carolina doesn’t expect an 
easy time from the Bruins, who currently hold one of two 
wild-card spots in the Eastern Conference and are a possible 
first-round matchup for the Eastern Conference-leading 
Hurricanes come early May. 

“I expect nothing but a hard battle,” Hurricanes center 
Sebastian Aho said Thursday morning. “That’s a great team 
we play tonight, and they always bring high intensity. It’s 
gonna be a grind game, and we’re ready for that.” 

The Hurricanes won’t, however, need to figure out the 34-
year-old Rask. 

The Finnish goalie won 308 games with the Bruins over his 
15-season career, winning the Vezina Trophy in 2014 and 
finishing second in voting to Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck 
in 2020. He won a Stanley Cup in 2011 as the backup to Tim 
Thomas, but he didn’t play in that postseason. He reached 
the final as the starter in both 2013 and 2019, but Boston lost 
to Chicago in six games and St. Louis in 7, respectively. 

Rask attempted to return this season for another run with the 
Bruins’ core, which has been bolstered in recent years by 
David Pastrnak and Charlie McAvoy. But he was unable to 
regain his form after rehabbing from this summer’s surgery, 
losing two of four starts, including being chased by the 

visiting Hurricanes after allowing five goals on 12 shots on 
the same night the Bruins retired Willie O’Ree’s No. 22. 

His departure from the league is particularly significant for 
the Hurricanes’ Finnish players who grew up watching one of 
their country’s stars become one of the NHL’s top goalies. 

“He was one of the best players ever come from Finland and 
one of the better goalies in the league ever,” said Aho, who 
is a decade younger than Rask. “It’s awesome to see that 
somebody from the same country can have such a nice 
career. 

“As a little kid, you need those role models to follow, to give 
yourself some extra confidence. … He’s always been a class 
act and a great competitor, a great goalie overall.” 

Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta is just two years younger than 
Rask but still looked up to the Bruins goalie. 

“It’s kind of a sad year for Finnish goaltending because (for 
Nashville goalie) Pekka Rinne just retired and now Tuukka,” 
said Raanta, who is from the eastern coastal town of Rauma, 
about 500 miles from Rask’s birthplace of Savonlinna. “All 
those guys who I looked up to, who I was really excited to 
play against, and now they’re gone. So it’s a little bit sad.” 

Raanta surprisingly started against his countryman just once 
in his career, winning in Boston when he was with the 
Rangers in November 2016. 

“Sometimes when you beat your idols and the guys who you 
really look up to like that, it gives you a little bit more juice 
after the win,” Raanta said, “and I think that was that was 
kind of the case that time.” 

While the Hurricanes franchise was 9-5-3 against Rask in 
regular season games, the Bruins goalie boasted a 5-1-0 
record against Carolina in the playoffs. That included a 
sweep in the Eastern Conference final in 2019. 

“He’s just a great goalie — not my favorite goalie to play 
against, obviously, the way he played against us in the 
conference finals a few years ago,” Aho said with a laugh. 
“He was lights out and probably one of the main reasons that 
they swept us. That tells you that he’s a great goalie. 

“But I do remember scoring at least once on him. So that 
was a special moment for me, for sure.” 
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Hurricanes welcome ‘grind,’ roll over Bruins 6-0 in Boston 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Bruins were without Patrice Bergeron and Brad 
Marchand, but Sebastian Aho said earlier Thursday that the 
Hurricanes could still expect “a grind game” when the teams 
met that night in Boston. 

The Hurricanes got just that — and had no trouble grinding 
out a win. 

Teuvo Teravainen returned to the lineup and had three 
assists, Sebastian Aho scored twice, Jordan Staal ended his 
nearly half-season goal drought and Frederik Andersen had 
a 34-save shutout in Carolina’s 6-0 win. 

The tone was set on special teams, with Carolina killing off 
two early penalties. 

“The game can be flipped right there if they get a power play 
goal,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The game’s 
way different. So that was a huge part of the game. 
(Andersen) was great, and then we’re able to settle down 
and get playing.” 

When the Hurricanes got their chance on the power play, 
they converted. 

Teravainen — back in the lineup after missing the last four 
games — took a shot that led to a rebound in front, and 
Vincent Trocheck cleaned it up for his 13th goal of the 
season. 

“It’s always nice to help,” Teravainen said, “and it’s way more 
easier for me to be on the ice and help the team than 
watching the games from upstairs.” 

The Bruins tried to turn the tide by getting physical with the 
Hurricanes, but Carolina matched that and more. 

When Boston’s Charlie McAvoy took a run at Aho near 
center ice, Tony DeAngelo shrugged off the 30-pound weight 
difference and fought the Bruins defenseman. 

“Tony stepping up, it just tells us who he is,” Aho said. “He’s 
a team guy and just a great team player.” 

Brind’Amour took it a step further, praising a player whose 
character was questioned and in doubt when he was signed 
in the offseason. 

“Tony steps up for everybody,” he said. “I mean, everybody. 
Gotta give him a lot of credit, he’s done nothing but great 
things since he got here and the guys love him.” 

After the penalty-filled first period, the Hurricanes had a goal-
filled second. 

Andrei Svechnikov got his 18th goal of the season, picking a 
corner from the slot and beating Linus Ullmark (37 saves) to 
double Carolina’s lead. 

Aho and Brett Pesce each scored to extend the lead to 4-0 
after two periods. After Aho scored his second goal, on the 
power play, early in the third, the Hurricanes had two things 
left to do before ending their two-game winless streak. 

The first was ending Staal’s 35-game scoring drought. 

That came at 15:24 of the third period when Staal tipped a 
Brady Skjei shot in for his first goal since Oct. 29. 

“It was a long time not scoring,” Staal said. “But we were 
winning a lot of hockey games. … We’re just trying to play 
the right way and do the right things and win games. But it’s 
definitely nice to get one.” 

Brind’Amour said after the game, like he often does, that a 
player’s game isn’t measured in points. That doesn’t mean 
there wasn’t a celebration when Staal finally got his third goal 
of the season. 

“We’ve all been there, where you can’t get one to go,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And obviously he was in one of those 
ruts, but you’ve got to give him a lot of credit because his 
game didn’t really change. … The measure for me of his 
success is how well the team’s doing. 

“He was able to get one tonight, and that’s great. But let’s 
look at how we played tonight. That’s a direct reflection of 
your captain.” 

The last order of business was getting Andersen his second 
shutout of the season. The Carolina goalie checked that box 
as well, blanking the Bruins for the second time this year and 
improving to 3-0-0 with 98 saves on 99 shots to help the 
Hurricanes complete the season sweep of a team that twice 
eliminated them from the playoffs. 

“(That’s) a team that has taken what we wanted the past few 
years, so it doesn’t hurt,” Staal said of completing a sweep of 
the Bruins. “It always feels good winning in this building 
against a good team that plays well and plays hard. So we’ll 
take the win.” 

Notes: Ethan Bear and Ian Cole were both plus-3 for the first 
time as Hurricanes. Bear played 18:15, the most minutes 
he’s logged since Nov. 18. … Svechnikov and Teravainen 
both finished with three points. It was Teravainen’s first 
three-point game of the season and Svechnikov’s second. … 
It was Aho’s sixth multigoal game of the season, tying him 
with four other players for the third most this season. 
Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl leads the league with 11 multigoal 
games, followed by Toronto’s Auston Matthews with eight. 
Aho had a career-high eight in 2019-20. The 
Hartford/Carolina franchise record is 14 by Blaine Stoughton 
with the 1979-80 Whalers. Jeff O’Neill and Eric Staal had 
nine with the Hurricanes in 2000-01 and 2005-06, 
respectively. … Aho reached the 20-goal mark for the sixth 
time in six NHL seasons. 
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Recap: Canes Complete Season Sweep of Boston With 6-0 Rout 

By Walt Ruff  

BOSTON, MA. - For the third time this season the Carolina 
Hurricanes handled the Boston Bruins, taking them down by 
a score of 6-0 on Thursday.  

The Rundown: 

The good times began rolling for the Canes even prior to 
puck drop, as they'd welcomed their top line left wing, Teuvo 
Tervainen, back to the lineup. #86 had missed four games 
with a lower-body injury, but was all business as he rejoined 
his teammates, contributing in a big way. 

Carolina opened the contest with two penalties in the first 
4:21, forcing Frederik Andersen to make a few timely stops 
in the early going. Fortunately Andersen was up to the task, 
buying enough time for his team to get back to five-on-five 
and eventually a power play of their own. On that power play 
Vincent Trocheck cashed in, giving his team their first 
advantage of the night. 

After 22 total penalty minutes in the first period, including a 
fight between Tony DeAngelo and Charlie McAvoy after 
McAvoy laid a hit on Sebastian Aho at center ice, the Canes 
took their 1-0 lead into the second. 

It was then where they blew the game open, striking three 
times in a little under 12 minutes to take complete control 
and move the score to 4-0. 

Andrei Svechnikov beat Ullmark blocker-side high with a well 
placed shot, Aho made it 3-0 with his 20th of the year and 
then Brett Pesce put home a Jesper Fast drop pass for the 
final goal of the swing. 

 In the third the Canes continued their attack, adding a 
second from Aho and for the first time since October 29, 
Jordan Staal chimed in with a goal of his own, putting the 
cherry on top of a 6-0 victory. 

Behind it all Andersen continued to keep pucks out from 
behind him, making 34 stops for his second shutout of the 
season. Both have now come against Boston, tonight 
capping a three-game series sweep over them. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the early play of Frederik Andersen, 
who was a crucial part in killing the early penalties and 
keeping it a scoreless game: 

"The game could've flipped right there. If they get a power 
play goal, the game's way different. That was a huge part. 

He was great, then we were able to settle down and get 
playing. 

Brind'Amour continuing on getting Teuvo Teravainen back in 
the lineup: 

"He's been out of the lineup for a long time, no practices or 
anything. It takes a special kind of player to be able to do 
[come back in and record three points right away]. He does a 
lot for us in every situation, so he was real important for us 
tonight." 

Jordan Staal assessing the team's performance as a whole 
tonight: 

"I thought we rebounded well after last game and the slow 
start we had. We kind of carried that third period into this 
game. Power play was ready to go, penalty kill killed some 
big penalties early. It was a good effort all around." 

What's Next?: 

Post-game the team flies to Minnesota ahead of a Saturday 
meeting with the Wild. The team is currently scheduled to 
practice Friday. 

Bonus Notes: 

 With his first goal tonight Aho became the first 
player on the team to reach 20 goals this season. 
He is the first player in Hurricanes history to start 
his career with six consecutive seasons of 20 goals. 

 With a 34-save shutout tonight, Andersen posted a 
3-0-0 record, 0.33 goals-against average, .990 save 
percentage, two shutouts and an assist against the 
Bruins in this season. 

 It is the second time in franchise history that the 
Canes have completed a season sweep over 
Boston, with 2011-12 being the first instance. 

 All three of Teravainen's assists were primaries. He 
now has 21 points in his last 19 games. 

 Matching Teravainen with three points was Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

 The two teams combined for 74 hits. 

 Carolina moves to 32-10-3 with the victory. 
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Andersen makes 34 saves, Hurricanes shut out Bruins 

By Patrick Donnelly 

BOSTON -- Frederik Andersen made 34 saves for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 6-0 win against the Boston Bruins at 
TD Garden on Thursday. 

It was Andersen's second shutout of the season. Each has 
come against the Bruins; he made 33 saves in a 3-0 win on 
Oct. 28. 

"The game could have been flipped (in the first four 
minutes)," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "If they had 
got a power-play goal, the game could be way different, so 
that was a huge part of the game. [Andersen] was great and 
we were able to settle down and get playing." 

Sebastian Aho scored twice, and Andrei Svechnikov had a 
goal and two assists for the Hurricanes (32-10-3), who 
outscored the Bruins 16-1 in a three-game sweep of the 
season series. Teuvo Teravainen had three assists after 
missing four games because of a lower-body injury. 

"They're a really good team," Teravainen said. "In the 
playoffs they beat us a couple times, so that for sure makes 
us even more hungry to beat these guys. They play tough 
and are a good team, but we just stuck to our game plan and 
played a good game." 

Linus Ullmark made 37 saves for the Bruins (26-16-3), who 
have lost three of their past four. They played without center 
Patrice Bergeron, who is day to day because of an upper-
body injury sustained Tuesday in a 4-2 loss against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, and forward Brad Marchand, who on 
Wednesday was suspended six games for roughing and 
high-sticking Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry. 

"There just was not enough pushback," Boston coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "So, how are we going to weather [their 
absences]? We're certainly going to need a little more 
pushback from guys who are expected to bring it, and some 
other veteran guys that might not but have to step up in their 
absence. We were lacking both tonight in huge quantities." 

Vincent Trocheck gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 8:26 of 
the first period on a rebound in front for a power-play goal. 

Svechnikov made it 2-0 at 2:35 of the second period after 
Bruins defenseman Brandon Carlo turned over the puck in 
the slot. 

Aho scored on a rebound at 8:01 to make it 3-0. It was his 
20th goal of the season. 

"At the end of the day, it really doesn't matter what the score 
is," Aho said. "Obviously you want to win those games and 
get those two points. There's history between them and us. 
… So, for sure, you want to have that fire in you to win those 
games, but the score doesn't matter. It's just the two points, 
and obviously we'll take it." 

Brett Pesce made it 4-0 at 14:02 with a wrist shot through 
traffic from the top of the right face-off circle. 

Aho scored his second of the game at 1:58 of the third period 
with a between-the-legs redirection of Teravainen's pass to 
make it 5-0, and Jordan Staal ended a 35-game goal drought 
at 15:24 for the 6-0 final.  

It was Staal's first goal since Oct. 29 against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

"It was a long time, obviously, not scoring, but we were 
winning a lot of hockey games," Staal said. "In this group, 
there's a lot of guys who can score goals. We're just trying to 
play the right way and do the right things and win games, but 
it's definitely nice to get one." 

Andersen made 12 saves in the third period. 

NOTES: Bruins defenseman Matt Grzelcyk left the game at 
14:54 of the second period because of an upper-body injury 
after a collision with Svechnikov. Cassidy did not have an 
update. … The Hurricanes joined the 1952-53 Detroit Red 
Wings as the only teams to score 10 straight goals in a 
single season against the Bruins in Boston. … Aho is the 
third player in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history to have 
six consecutive 20-goal seasons to begin his NHL career, 
joining Ron Francis (10) and Kevin Dineen (six), who each 
did so with Hartford. ... Carolina was eliminated by Boston in 
the 2019 Eastern Conference Final and the 2020 Stanley 
Cup First Round. 
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AHL notebook: Twelve players who thrived in first half of season 

By Patrick Williams  

The American Hockey League has continued to develop 
future NHL talent through some of the most significant 
turbulence in its history. 

The 2022 AHL All-Star Classic, scheduled for this past 
Sunday and Monday in Laval, Quebec, was cancelled as 
part of that turbulence, but we've picked our 12 brightest 
through what would have been the All-Star break for the 
league. 

Here are the selections: 

FIRST TEAM 

GOALIE 

Dustin Wolf, Stockton (Calgary Flames) 

Wolf was selected by the Flames in the seventh round (No. 
214) of the 2019 NHL Draft. Nearly three years later, the 20-
year-old is looking like a potential goalie of the future in 
Calgary. 

In 24 games for Pacific Division leader Stockton, Wolf (6-
foot, 156 pounds) is 19-2-3 with a 2.01 goals-against 
average (third in the AHL) and a .934 save percentage, 
trailing Akira Schmid of Utica (New Jersey Devils), who leads 
with .947 in 13 games. 

DEFENSEMEN 

Jordan Gross, Colorado (Colorado Avalanche) 

Gross (5-10, 190) has thrived in a new home since signing 
as a free agent July 31, 2021. 

After a four-season college career at the University of Notre 
Dame, Gross played his first three pro seasons in the 
Arizona Coyotes system. The 26-year-old leads AHL 
defensemen with 32 points (seven goals, 25 assists) in 33 
games. 

Jordan Spence, Ontario (Los Angeles Kings) 

Spence (5-10, 180) is another strong prospect in the talent-
rich Los Angeles system. 

The Kings made Spence a fourth-round pick (No. 95) in the 
2019 draft, and the 20-year-old rookie is thriving. As Ontario 
continues to pursue Stockton for the Pacific lead, Spence is 
helping to drive the league's top power play (27.6 percent). 

Through 34 games, Spence leads AHL defensemen with 26 
assists and is third with 28 points. 

FORWARDS 

Andrew Poturalski, Chicago (Carolina Hurricanes) 

No matter the season or the team, Poturalski (5-10, 183) 
usually is a strong bet to be found among the AHL scoring 
leaders. 

Last season with San Diego (Anaheim Ducks), Poturalski 
had a league-leading 43 points (nine goals, 34 assists) in 44 
games. After returning to the Hurricanes as a free agent Aug. 
11, 2021, the 28-year-old continues to thrive with a league-

leading 53 points (20 goals, 33 assists) in 38 games. He is 
tied for second in the AHL in goals behind Chicago 
teammate Stefan Noesen (21). 

T.J. Tynan, Ontario (Los Angeles Kings) 

Tynan won the Les Cunningham Award as the most valuable 
player in the AHL last season with Ontario. 

Tynan (5-8, 160), who turns 30 on Feb. 25, has not missed a 
step since signing with Los Angeles as a free agent July 28, 
2021. He leads the AHL with 40 assists and has eight goals 
in 31 games; his 48 points have him second behind 
Poturalski in league scoring. 

Matias Maccelli, Tucson (Arizona Coyotes) 

The Coyotes may have found a bargain in the 21-year-old, 
who was selected in the fourth round (No. 98) of the 2019 
draft. 

After two pro seasons in Finland, Maccelli has adapted to 
North America quickly. His 45 points (11 goals, 34 assists) in 
35 games have him leading AHL rookies in scoring, and he 
is third among all AHL players, behind Poturalski and Tynan. 

SECOND TEAM 

GOALIE 

Connor Ingram, Milwaukee (Nashville Predators) 

Ingram (6-2, 196) has found new life in the Predators 
organization and has pulled Milwaukee into playoff 
contention. 

The 24-year-old, a third-round pick (No. 88) by the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in the 2016 NHL Draft, went to Nashville in a 
trade June 14, 2019 for a seventh-round pick in the 2021 
NHL Draft. 

In the 2019-20 season with Milwaukee, he was on the AHL 
Second All-Star Team and shared the Harry "Hap" Holmes 
Memorial Award, with Troy Grosenick, for the fewest goals-
against in the league (2.24). 

This season, his 32 games tie him with Justus Annunen of 
Colorado for the AHL lead among goalies. He is 18-11-3 with 
a 2.53 GAA and a .922 save percentage, which is fifth-best 
in the AHL. 

DEFENSEMEN 

Reilly Walsh, Utica (New Jersey Devils) 

Walsh (6-0, 185) has broken out in his second pro season. 

Selected by New Jersey in the third round (No. 81) of the 
2017 NHL Draft, the 22-year-old is second among AHL 
defensemen with 30 points (six goals, 24 assists) in 38 
games. 

Tarmo Reunanen, Hartford (New York Rangers) 

It may not be much longer before the 23-year-old has a full-
time role with the Rangers. 
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The Rangers selected Reunanen (6-0, 185) in the fourth 
round (No. 98) of the 2016 draft; he has scored 16 points 
(one goal, 15 assists) in 27 games. 

FORWARDS 

Jack Quinn, Rochester (Buffalo Sabres) 

Buffalo selected Quinn (6-0, 185) with the No. 8 pick in the 
2020 NHL Draft. 

With the Ontario Hockey League not playing last season, 
Quinn had the opportunity to play in the AHL. That chance 
has paid off. 

The 20-year-old has battled mononucleosis this season but 
still ranks third among AHL rookies with 35 points (18 goals, 
17 assists) in 24 games. While on recall to the Sabres, he 
sustained a lower-body injury Jan. 20 and remains out. 

Jakob Pelletier, Stockton (Calgary Flames) 

Pelletier (5-9, 160) went to the Flames in the first round (No. 
26) in the 2019 draft and is meeting expectations as an AHL 
rookie. 

The 20-year-old ranks second in rookie scoring with 36 
points (14 goals, 22 assists) in 36 games. 

Martin Frk, Ontario (Los Angeles Kings) 

The 28-year-old may be the most exciting player in the AHL 
to watch when he has the puck. 

Frk (6-1, 210) has scored 40 points (20 goals, 20 assists) in 
32 games with Ontario. His 10 power-play goals tie him for 
the league lead with teammate Jaret Anderson-Dolan and 
Scott Reedy of San Jose (San Jose Sharks). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal of the Season? Hurricanes' Aho goes between-the-legs on redirect 

Sebastian Aho sees your between-the-legs goal, Matthew 
Tkachuk and raises to a between-the-legs redirect. 

Less than 48 hours after Tkachuk scored a ridiculous 
between-the-legs goal in the blink of an eye off a pass from 
behind the net for the Calgary Flames, Aho scored one in the 
same fashion, redirecting a pass into the net for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

First, let's take another look at Tkachuk's goal against the 
Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday because it was a beauty. 

Aho, however, didn't even take possession of the puck and 
put it in the net between his legs. He somehow redirected a 
cross-ice pass from teammate Teuvo Teravainen in a single 
motion. 

It's almost like these guys just wanted to know who could 
score their between-the-legs goal faster. 

More incredible goals from the 2021-22 NHL season: 

- Vancouver Canucks forward J.T. Miller went on a rink-long 
skate through half a hockey team to edge the puck past the 
goal line.  

- Jan. 27 brought three back-to-back goal of the year 
candidates. Anaheim Ducks forward Trevor Zegras ignited 

social media with his "Michigan" goal. It was just the fourth 
time a lacrosse style goal has been pulled off in an NHL 
game. But, in the very same game, just seconds before 
Zegras scored, Montreal Canadiens forward Jake Evans 
scored on a diving shot that is worth all of the replays. And 
because Edmonton Oilers captain Connor McDavid can 
never be left out of any conversation about incredible goals, 
he scored a shootout winner were he deked roughly 140 
times in just two real-world seconds for a shootout score. 

- Pittsburgh Penguins forward Brian Boyle scored one for the 
old guys, as the 37-year-old, currently in his 16th NHL 
season, scored a stylish between-the-legs goal. 

- Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar had it all 
going on his overtime winner against the Chicago 
Blackhawks: stopping on a dime, turning 180 degrees, 
incredible puckhandling and a backhand finish. 

- Alright, we should warn you now, we could make an entire 
list of just McDavid's goals. Here he is beating four New York 
Rangers. Enjoy (until the next one). 

- This is just superior hand-eye coordination from Nashville 
Predators forward Tanner Jeannot. 
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Aho, Andersen lead Hurricanes past Bruins 6-0 

By Doug Alden 

BOSTON (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored twice, Frederik 
Andersen made 34 saves and the Carolina Hurricanes shut 
out the short-handed Boston Bruins 6-0 on Thursday night.  

Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and two assists, Vincent 
Trocheck, Brett Pesce and Jordan Staal also scored, and 
Teuvo Teravainen had three assists to help Carolina 
complete a season sweep of Boston with another rout. The 
Hurricanes outscored the Bruins 10-1 in the first two games 
before capping the sweep with their second shutout of the 
Bruins in the three meetings.  

“The score doesn’t matter,” Aho said. “It’s just the two points, 
and obviously we’ll take it.”  

Carolina, which led 1-0 after the first period, blew it open with 
three more goals in the second. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour credited Andersen with giving the 
Hurricanes an early boost by shutting down two Bruins’ 
power-play opportunities in the opening minutes. “If they get 
a power-play goal, the game is way different,” Brind’Amour 
said. “That was a huge part of the game. He was great, and 
then we were able to settle down and get playing.”  

The Bruins lost for the third time in four games and were 
already reeling from the loss of three top players — their 
leading scorer, team captain and winningest goalie in 
franchise history — over the previous 48 hours.  

Brad Marchand, who leads Boston with 49 points, served the 
first of a six-game suspension for going after Pittsburgh 
goalie Tristan Jarry late in a 4-2 loss Tuesday night.  

Captain Patrice Bergeron missed the game with a head 
injury suffered against the Penguins after colliding with 
Sidney Crosby and slamming the back of his helmet against 
the boards.  

“They’re key drivers for our team, so it’s going to hurt,” coach 
Bruce Cassidy said. “How are we going to weather it? We’re 
certainly going to need a little more pushback from guys that 
are expected to bring it and some other veteran guys that 
might not but have to step up in their absence.  

“And we were lacking both tonight in huge quantities.”  

On Wednesday, Tuukka Rask announced he was ending his 
bid to return from offseason hip surgery and retiring from 
playing.  

Linas Ullmark got the start in goal Thursday night and got 
roughed up, allowing six goals on 43 shots.  

Nick Foligno came closest to scoring for Boston, getting the 
puck past Andersen 22 seconds into the third period but not 
before bumping him in the crease. The goal was waved off 
on the ice and withstood a video review after a challenge by 
Boston.  

Svechnikov jumped on a turnover in the slot and beat 
Ullmark with a wrist shot 2:35 into the second period, putting 
Carolina up 2-0 after assisting on Trocheck’s goal in the first. 
Aho tipped in a shot 8:01 into the second and added a 
power-play goal 1:58 into the third for a 5-0 lead.  

LONG TIME 

Staal added a goal late in the third period and finished with a 
goal and an assist. It was only the third goal of the season 
for Carolina’s team captain and his first since Oct. 29.  

Staal said it was a long drought “but we were winning a lot of 
hockey games.” The Hurricanes lead the Metropolitan 
Division and are second in the Eastern Conference with 67 
points (32-10-3).  

Brind’Amour said regardless of the scoring drought, Staal’s 
commitment and leadership have never wavered.  

“He’s the leader of our group,” Brind’Amour said. “He was 
able to get one tonight, that’s great. But let’s look how we 
played tonight. That’s a direct reflection of your captain.”  

NOTES: Teravainen returned after missing four straight 
games with a lower-body injury. ... Bruins general manager 
Don Sweeney said Bergeron had a laceration on the back of 
his head and remained day to day. ... Boston D Matt 
Grzelcyk left late in the second period after hitting awkwardly 
into the boards while tangled with Svechnikov. Grzelcyk did 
not return. Cassidy said it was an upper-body injury that 
didn’t involve Grzelcyk’s head, but had no other details after 
the game.  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Minnesota on Saturday night. 

Bruins: Open a four-game road trip Saturday at Ottawa. 
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Hurricanes blank depleted Bruins 6-0 behind Aho and Andersen 

BOSTON (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored twice, Frederik 
Andersen made 34 saves and the Carolina Hurricanes shut 
out the short-handed Boston Bruins 6-0 on Thursday night.  

Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and two assists, Vincent 
Trocheck, Brett Pesce and Jordan Staal also scored, and 
Teuvo Teravainen added three assists to help Carolina 
complete a season sweep of Boston with another rout. The 
Hurricanes outscored the Bruins 10-1 in the first two games 
before capping the sweep with their second shutout in the 
three meetings.  

The Bruins lost for the third time in four games and were 
already reeling from the loss of three top players — their 
leading scorer, team captain and winningest goalie in 
franchise history — over the previous 48 hours.  

Brad Marchand served the first of a six-game suspension for 
going after Pittsburgh goalie Tristan Jarry late in a 4-2 loss 
Tuesday night. Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron missed the 
game with a head injury sustained against the Penguins. And 
on Wednesday, goalie Tuukka Rask announced he was 
ending his bid to return from offseason hip surgery and 
retiring.  

Linas Ullmark started in net and allowed six goals on 43 
shots.  

AVALANCHE 3, LIGHTNING 2 

DENVER (AP) — Gabriel Landeskog, Devon Toews and 
Valeri Nichushkin scored for Colorado, which withstood a 
last-minute blitz by Tampa Bay in a matchup between two of 
the NHL’s top teams. 

Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point scored for the Lightning, 
who pulled goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy for an extra skater with 
just over three minutes remaining but could not beat Darcy 
Kuemper again. 

Returning from the All-Star break, the Avalanche won for the 
11th time in 12 games overall and extended their franchise-
record home points streak to 22 games (20-0-2). 

CAPITALS 5, CANADIENS 2 

MONTREAL (AP) — Joe Snively had his first career two-goal 
game and Washington spoiled the debut of Montreal interim 
coach Martin St. Louis. 

Connor McMicheal and Carl Hagelin also scored and Tom 
Wilson added an empty-netter to help the Capitals (26-14-9) 
snap a two-game skid. Ilya Samsonov made 42 saves. 

Cole Caufield broke a 17-game goal drought and Rem Pitlick 
added his ninth of the season for Montreal, which lost its 
eighth straight game (0-6-2). The Canadiens have dropped 
six in a row in regulation and have the NHL’s worst record at 
8-31-7.  

St. Louis replaced Dominique Ducharme, who was fired on 
Wednesday, but it was more of the same for the Canadiens. 
For the fifth time in six games, they pulled their starting 
goalie. Cayden Primeau allowed four goals on 15 shots 
before Samuel Montembeault blocked all eight he faced. 

PENGUINS 2, SENATORS 0 

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — Casey DeSmith made 26 saves in 
outdueling former Penguins star and teammate Matt Murray 
as Pittsburgh blanked Ottawa for its fifth straight road win. 

Jeff Carter scored in the second period. Sidney Crosby 
blocked a late shot in close before assisting on Bryan Rust’s 
empty-net goal in the waning seconds. The Penguins are 8-
1-3 in their last 12 games. 

Murray, who helped the Penguins win consecutive Stanley 
Cups in 2016 and ’17 before being traded to Ottawa in 2020, 
made 42 saves in his first start against his former team.  

DEVILS 7, BLUES 4 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Nico Hischier and Yegor Sharangovich 
triggered a five-goal flurry in the third period and Jon Gillies 
made 27 saves as New Jersey rallied to beat St. Louis. 

The Devils, playing their third game in four nights, won back-
to-back road games for the first time this season after 
defeating Montreal on Tuesday. 

St. Louis, playing its first game in 12 days, had won 12 of the 
previous 13 meetings between the teams. 

Brayden Schenn had two goals for the Blues. Klim Kostin 
and Justin Faulk also scored. 

Hischier scored twice, including an empty-net goal with nine 
seconds left. 

Jimmy Vesey, Jesper Boqvist, P.K. Subban and Michael 
McLeod also scored for the Devils. 

BLUE JACKETS 4, SABRES 3, OT 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Jakub Voracek scored 16 seconds 
into overtime to give Columbus a comeback win over Buffalo. 

Oliver Bjorkstrand, Jack Roslovic and Brendan Gaunce also 
had goals for the Blue Jackets, who won for the fourth time in 
five games and second straight on a five-game road trip. 
Elvis Merzlikins made 24 saves. 

Rasmus Dahlin, Kyle Okposo and Alex Tuch scored for the 
Sabres in their first game back from the All-Star break. Tage 
Thompson had two assists and Dustin Tokarski stopped 30 
shots. Buffalo has lost three in a row. 

Boone Jenner’s faceoff win and Zach Werenski’s team-
leading 20th assist set up Voracek for the winning goal on a 
shot from the right circle. 

FLAMES 5, MAPLE LEAFS 2 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Led by Noah Hanifin’s goal and 
assist, Calgary scored four times in the second period to 
beat Toronto for its fifth victory in a row. 

Andrew Mangiapane, Oliver Kylington, Elias Lindholm and 
Rasmus Andersson also scored for the Flames (25-13-6), 
who are heating up on home ice as well. They’ve won five 
consecutive games at the Scotiabank Saddledome, 
outscoring the opposition 24-4. 

Rasmus Sandin and Michael Bunting scored for the Maple 
Leafs (30-11-3), who had won six straight. Mitch Marner had 
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his eight-game goal and point streaks snapped (10 goals, 
nine assists). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaprizov, Wild to host the Hurricanes 

Carolina Hurricanes (32-10-3, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Minnesota Wild (28-11-3, third in the Central) 

St. Paul, Minnesota; Saturday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: Kirill Kaprizov and Minnesota hit the ice 
against Carolina. Kaprizov is ninth in the NHL with 53 points, 
scoring 19 goals and totaling 34 assists. 

The Wild are 14-3-1 at home. Minnesota is third in the 
league averaging 3.7 goals per game, led by Kaprizov with 
19. 

The Hurricanes are 16-6-2 on the road. Carolina ranks fifth in 
the NHL averaging 6.2 assists per game, led by Tony 
DeAngelo with 0.7. 

The matchup Saturday is the first meeting this season for the 
two teams. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Kaprizov leads the Wild with 19 goals 
and has 53 points. Mats Zuccarello has 16 points over the 
last 10 games for Minnesota. 

Sebastian Aho has 48 total points while scoring 21 goals and 
totaling 27 assists for the Hurricanes. DeAngelo has nine 
assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 8-1-1, averaging 4.1 goals, 6.9 
assists, 4.8 penalties and 13.6 penalty minutes while giving 
up two goals per game with a .940 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-2-1, averaging 3.9 goals, 6.7 assists, 4.1 
penalties and 8.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals 
per game with a .916 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Wild: None listed. 

Hurricanes: Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (covid-19). 
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NHL Mid-Season Power Rankings: Vezina Trophy Edition 

By Steven McGoey  

This year's list of top goaltenders in the NHL features some 
new faces, some old faces, and some breakout 
performances.  

As more and more teams adopt a two-goalie system the 
goalies on this list are largely responsible for their teams’ 
mid-season success.  

Goaltending might be the most unpredictable position in 
sports so this list could look entirely different in a few weeks’ 
time. But let's have some fun at the mid-season point: 

1. Igor Shesterkin - New York Rangers 

In a league where teams go years without a true starting 
goalie, it seems the Rangers have gone from one 
generational goalie to another with Shesterkin stepping into 
the role left by Henrik Lundqvist. 

The 26-year-old is the clear frontrunner for the Vezina at the 
halfway point, leading the league with 24.6 goals saved 
above expected on top of his 22-5-2 record and incredible 
.937 save percentage, which is second among all goalies 
with at least ten starts.  

New York has allowed the most scoring chances against and 
the ninth most shots in the league, forcing Shesterkin to 
single-handedly make up for their defensive lapses and keep 
them in a playoff spot. 

2. Juuse Saros - Nashville Predators 

After mainly serving as a backup for a handful of years 
before finally emerging as Nashville's No. 1, Saros took the 
net from Predators legend Pekka Rinne last season and 
hasn't looked back. 

The Finnish native has embraced the starter’s role this 
season after Rinne’s retirement and has the Predators in 
second place in the Central Division at the All-Star break. 

The 26-year-old has started the most games in the league 
(38), faced a league-high 1,210 shots and 1,122 saves.  

Saros has a 24-11-3 record with a .927 save percentage, a 
2.35 goals-against average, and 19.3 goals-saved-above-
expected.  

On the smaller side for a goalie at just 5-foot-10, Saros has 
already passed his career-high in starts, but will likely have 
to play at a similar rate in the second half to keep Nashville 
in the playoff race. 

3. Frederik Andersen - Carolina Hurricanes 

Andersen probably deserved more Vezina votes than he 
received during his time in Toronto, but he will certainly get 
them this year after a red-hot first half of the season in 
Carolina.  

The 32-year-old is tied with Saros for second in the league 
with 24 wins and is second to Shesterkin with 22.4 goals 
saved above expected. Andersen’s .928 save percentage 
and 2.08 goal against average would both be career highs. 

Andersen has benefitted from playing behind a Carolina 
Hurricanes defense that has allowed the least number of 
shots in the NHL this year, but he has been solid in most 
aspects. 

Andersen was a workhorse in the past but had injury trouble 
the past few seasons, how the Hurricanes manage him down 
the line could determine his Vezina placing. 

4. Andrei Vasilevskiy - Tampa Bay Lightning 

The 2019 Vezina and 2021 Conn Smythe winner is arguably 
the best goaltender in the world and is once again helping 
the Lightning to one of the best records in the league while 
the team navigates a variety of injuries.  

Vasilevskiy is leading the NHL in wins with 25 to go along 
with a solid .922 save percentage and 2.23 goals-against 
average.  

Fifth among all goaltenders with 17.4 goals-saved-above-
expected, Vasilevskiy is having a strong season, even if he is 
not being mentioned as much as past years.  

The 27-year-old has played a ton of minutes over the last 
two seasons, playing every playoff game for Tampa while 
backstopping them to back-to-back Stanley Cups. A three-
peat isn't crazy to think about. 

5. Jack Campbell - Toronto Maple Leafs 

At age 30, Campbell has finally been given a starter's role, 
and while he has had his ups and downs in recent weeks, his 
numbers still are among the league's best. 

Campbell has a 21-6-3 record with a .925 save percentage 
and 2.30 goals-against average, as well as four shutouts, 
which is tied for second in the league. 

Campbell's career .920 save percentage and 11.9 goals-
saved-above-expected gives some credence to it not being a 
fluke, although his overall career sample size isn't huge. 
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Bluelines: Who Are They Kidding in Edmonton? 

By Stan Fischler  

Good luck to Jay Woodcroft.  

He inherits a jigsaw puzzle team with all the wrong pieces. 
And Splinters Woodcroft can't play goal. Then again, neither 
can the Smith-Koskinen tap-dance duet. But you knew that 
already. So, how come ex-goalie Ken Holland has not? 

What in Heaven's name is Ken waiting for? Seriously, when 
will the embattled g.m. trade for a Number One goalie? 
There's a goodie available in the East right now. And he'll get 
'em in the playoffs for sure.  

One more thing. Watching the All-Star Game on tv, I couldn't 
miss the fearsome frown on Leon (The Lion) Draisaitl's 
disgruntled mug one time when Connor McDavid returned to 
the bench. And that got me thinking about The Lion. That 
grimace may, or may not, reflect Leon's feeling about 
Captain Marvel and his team. Or both. Yeah, it was hard to 
tell for sure, but if a visible snarl was symbolic about how 
Mister Two feels about his bud, and his club, well: YIKES! 

Good luck, Jay! Better find those goalie pads! Maybe the 
savior, Evander Kane, can loan you a pair. 

WHAT MAKES THE CANES TICK? DON WADELL 

Among The Big Three of National Hockey League Cup 
contenders, the Carolina Hurricanes rank either first, second 
or third – take your pick. 

What can't be denied is that general manager Don Waddell – 
arguably the most underrated among his peers – has done a 
phenomenal job creating an elite team in the fair city of 
Raleigh. 

With that in mind, I thought it only reasonable to offer this 
exclusive interview with Waddell, leading off each of Don's 
answers with the topic. To wit: 

KEYS TO THE CANES SUCCESS THIS SEASON: "Playing 
fast. Having great special teams as well as outstanding 
goaltenders. Plus, the players buying into coach Rod 
Brind'Amour's system." 

KEYS TO BRIND'AMOUR'S COACHING SUCCESS: "The 
players respect what Rod asks of them. They understand his 
systems and there's good communication. Rod is an open 
book with all our players." 

GETTING ALONG WITH A CANDID AGGRESSIVE 
OWNER: "We communicate multiple times a day. He's very 
passionate about having the best team we can have; and he 
provides the resources as we are a Cap team. We have very 
open and honest conversations about everything we're trying 
to do. There's feedback when I need to push back on some 
things." 

TONY D'ANGELO WORKING OUT OUT SO WELL ON 
DEFENSE: "For starters we knew we needed a power play 
guy. Then, we spent many hours talking to everyone who 
knew Tony. This included players he skated with and, as 
things have turned out, teaming Tony with Jacob Slavin 
really allows Tony the freedom to be offensive-minded." 

CHALLENGES LOOKING TO THE TRADE DEADLINE: "I'm 
always looking to improve my team; which is a Cap team. 
That always plays into my decision-making. As we prepare 
for the playoffs, depth at every position becomes important." 

THOUGHTS ON THE LACROSSE-STYE 'MICHIGAN' 
MANEUVER: "It adds to the skill in our league. Our fans 
deserve to see these special talents. We also know that not 
every player can pull it off." 

FINAL WADDELL WISDOM: "The season is a long haul so I 
want to be able to provide my players with the best 
environment that I can. We've done that by upgrading our 
locker room and building a new state of the art practice 
facility." 

ACTION-REACTION: 

1. MARTY ST.LOUIS COACHES HABS: A friend of St.Louis 
says, "He's the most motivated person I Know." I say he 
can't play goal! 

2 BRAD MARCHAND GETS 6-GAME SUSPENSION: A 
teammate says That Brad Boy was reacting to a previous 
dirty play by goalie Tristan Jarry. I say Marchand owns the 
NHL's best Bad Boy act. I can't wait to see his next routine. 

3. NEW 3-YEAR DEAL FOR CRAIG BERUBE: I say genius 
will out. Well-earned and well-liked is Pal Craig. 

4. TUUKKA RASK A HALL OF FAMER: So says THN's Matt 
Larkin. I say "No Way!" Want a goalie who belongs and isn't 
in the HOF? Lorne Chabot did what Rask couldn't: Two 
Stanley Cups (Rangers, Leafs), plus 73 career shutouts plus 
two Allan Cups! 

5. MIKE SMITH LOSES BOTH BACK-TO-BACK GAMES: I 
say. what did you expect from a goalie who'll be 40 in March. 
Yoo-hoo, Dave Tippett. Next time, start Evander Kane. 

FUTURE DESTINATIONS FOR FLEURY, GIROUX, 
KESSEL: 

Chances are that goalie Marc-Andre and forwards, Claude 
and Phil will be wearing different uniforms after the Trade 
Deadline.  

Right now nobody – not even the Insider-insiders – knows. 
But I've discovered one analyst – the inimitable Gus Vic – 
who always has the ultra-insights. Check 'em out: 

FLEURY: He'll wind up either in Washington, Colorado or 
Edmonton. The Caps goaltending is insufficient to win 16 
playoff games. The Avs usually can outscore their mistakes 
and – no matter how you shake it, Darcy Kuemper is a 
gamble not worth taking. Meanwhile, The McDavids will be 
lucky to win a first round game with Miko Koskinen or Mike 
Smith. Answer: Colorado: to show up the Knights who 
dumped him! 

GIROUX: Boston needs a second line center to replace 
David Krejci. Not that it'll put the B's past the second round; 
not with spotty goalies. The three better teams that must 
beef up their scoring are Minny, St.Lou and Nashville. 
Answer: The Predators need it most. 
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KESSEL: The Wild is about to enter Cap Hell next season 
and a Phil rental is in order. The guy has two Cup rings; and 
that's enough to attract g.m. Bill Guerin. Then, again, the 
Rangers could use a bit more scoring depth although Phil 
doesn't give enough straight line play. Answer. The Wild for 
the above reasons. 

I'M JUST SAYIN': 

* College Hockey is booming in the States. Exhibit A: TSN is 
showcasing 20 additional NCAA hockey games this month. 
Both men's and women's contests.  

* The Winter Classic at Boston next season already has 
"Insiders" guessing the Bruins prospective foe. That the 
Rangers are the obvious choice does not necessarily mean it 
will be the Broadway Blueshirts. Could be a surprise. 

* Now that the Red Sox have bought a controlling interest in 
the Penguins, don't be surprised if it's Pittsburgh. And that 
would make it two teams wearing black-and-gold. (Hey, 
could happen. Sox have clout.) 

* You tell me: Has Nazem Kadri attained superstar status? 
(My view: close but no Kadri.) 

* Tough choice for next Blackhawks g.m. I'd go with the 
interim guy, Kyle Davidson. He knows the organization better 
than the other candidates. If not Kyle, why not Neil Smith? 

* I'd hate being a Flyers fan if they took my Claude Giroux 
away. 

* Yeah, the Knights look strong but that franchise's biggest 
mistake was unloading Marc-Andre Fleury. 

* Department of Just Wondering: Do you figure the Bruins 
are happy about the Red Sox taking over the Penguins? (Or, 
do you think the Red Sox care?) 

* Serious contenders who have to worry about their 
goaltending include Colorado, St.Louis, Edmonton, and, yes, 
even Pittsburgh and Toronto. 

* Serious contenders who don't have to worry about their 
goaltending include Tampa Bay, Florida, Rangers, Boston, 
Minnesota and Carolina. 

* I was surprised when I learned that money magazine, 
Forbes, has lumped three teams together, each valued at 
$975 million; The Devils, Golden Knights and Islanders. 
Come to think of it, each has a state of the art arena. 

* I trust the very-informed John Shannon when he writes that 
NHL owners are keeping Gary Bettman at the top of the 
NHL. It's obvious that The Commish's 32 bosses know that 
they've got the best leader the league ever has had. 

* Ditto is my trust in State of Florida guru Al Greenberg when 
he says the Bolts got a bargain in Pat Maroon for two more 
years at a million per. 

* Had it not been for Maroon's constant harassing of the 
Islanders in their seven-game set – 1-0 decision in Game 7 – 
the series could have gone to the Island. 

* Say what you will but I say now that Tuukka Rask is finis as 
Boston's puck-stopper, he can blame it on the Butterfly that 
did in his hip. Bruins won without him up to Tuukka's return 

and should be all right with the Swayman-Ullmark 
vaudevillians. 

* Last word on The All-Star Game in Vegas. Pal Sean 
Mccaffrey has an intriguing idea: Make Vegas the permanent 
All-Star Game base. Good thinking, Sean, but unfair to NHL 
cities wanting the honor of hosting such an event. That said, 
here's the equation: Vegas=hockey hotbed. 

* This from the Rue De Rumeur: Cats shopping ex-24-goal 
man Frank (The Tank) Vatrano as part of a piece for another 
defender. The Tank has been relegated to the bottom six; 
also has been a frequent healthy scratch. His contract is up 
and Florida would have to let him go for no return. 
Remember: Aleks Barkov's extension hits next season. 
(Thanks: Al Greenberg.) 

WHO SAID IT? "He looks like Bobby Orr out there. Some 
nights, however, he looks like iron ore." (Answer below.) 

ERIC, THE GREAT, STATISTICIAN: Long Island-based Eric 
Hornick, 58, is celebrating his 40th anniversary as the dean 
of NHL stat folks. I call this Union College grad "The Mike 
Emrick Of Hockey Arithmetic." In an exclusive interview, I'll 
be presenting Hornick's views about his intriguing and most 
important gig as a Figure Filbert for the Islanders and other 
NHL outlets. Hall of Fame broadcaster Jiggs McDonald calls 
Hornick "The best in the business." For those interested in 
getting into the business, I present Eric's debut here. Part 
One of Five. 

HOW STAT KING HORNICK BROKE INTO HOCKEY'S 
NUMBERS GAME: 

"I was eight when the Islanders began play and I fell in love 
with the team. I always liked numbers and started compiling 
my own data on the team.I also read a book on sports stats 
by Arthur Friedman who did stats for the Rangers, Knicks 
and Mets. That really got me interested. In 1980, when Jiggs 
McDonald arrived to do Isles play-by-play he was very 
approachable and I started bringing him information at the 
games. In the summer of 1981 he arranged an interview with 
the team but g.m. Bill Torrey wouldn't hire me because I still 
was in high school.  

"But I stayed in contact with Jiggs and the following January 
– at age 18 – I joined the (SportsChannel) broadcasts as 
their statistician. At the time I had no idea how long it would 
last so very early on I had Jiggs' sidekick, Ed Westfall, 
autograph my media guide. And you, Stan, autographed one 
of your books. My first NHL game was January 21, 1982. It 
was the same night that the Isles began their 15-game 
winning streak." (On Monday, Eric will compare the primitive 
stat tools of 40 years ago with today's technological 
marvels.)  

TEN SECOND TRIVIA: Has an NHL team ever won or tied 
every game played on home ice in one season? In 1929-30 
the Bruins won all 22 of their home games. 

A LITTLE BIT OF BURKE: Now that he's a big deal 
executive with the Penguins, Brian Burke has been 
somewhat muted since his Canadian blabbering days at 
Sportsnet. That's why I was tickled that the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review's Seth Rorabaugh recently caught up with 
Burkie. 
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Brian made a couple of points that interested me, especially 
since he once had a stint within the NHL's inner sanctum and 
knows how Bettman, Inc. works. Asked how the NHL will 
continue managing in these Covid-infested times, Burke was 
bullish. 

"The NHL is ready to meet the challenges ahead," he 
insisted. "And I'm impressed with the way crisis after crisis 
has been dealt with effectively and professionally by the 
NHL." 

What about BB's choice as Hero of the Penguins? "Mike 
Sullivan because he figures out a way. Next man up!" 

A GOALIE TO GRAB: Portland Winterhawks goalie Taylor 
Gauthier is undrafted but you can bet he will be. On 
Wednesday night he became a record-breaker. By not 
allowing a goal for the first 2:39 of the contest with Spokane, 
Taylor recorded the longest shutout (minutes) streak in club 
history. 

In the 9-0 rout of the Chiefs, Gauthier sapped Brendan 
Burke's previous record of 174.57 set during the 2013-14 
season. Tonight he closes in on WHL history, 32.55 shy of 
the league's all-time record for longest shutout streak.  

P.S. He attended the Maple Leafs camp but Dubas, Inc. 
passed on him. Hence, Gauthier remains a prized free agent. 

'WHY WOMEN'S HOCKEY DOESN'T BELONG IN THE 
OLYMPICS' 

That's not my headline and it explains why I put it in quotes. 
It ran above Rosie Dimanno's Toronto Star column the other 
day. She opens thusly: "Through two Group-Stage games, 
the Canadian Women's hockey team outscored the 

opposition, 23-2 and outshot them 118-44. That's not sport; 
that's abomination domination." 

Rosie's point is in the headline and my point is that it has 
aroused our Seattle-based reporter Glenn Dreyfuss to 
"demonstrate how wrong Ms.Dimanno's suggestion is." 

Glenn points out that "between 1956 and 1988 the Soviet 
men's hockey team compiled a record of 55-5, outscored 
opponents 446-115 and won seven gold medals. The U.S. 
did capture the other two gold medals in this 32-year stretch 
but only with wins over the USSR, a pair of the greatest 
upsets in sports history. And Canada? Zero gold medals., 

"Would Rosie have suggested kicking Canada to the curb, or 
cancelling the competition? Virtually every Olympic athlete 
will tell you that regardless of the outcome, they're glad for 
the experience, and to meet competitors at the highest level. 

"For hockey federations trying to upgrade their teams and 
interest in their countries, withdrawal from Olympic 
participation would be counter-productive." 

Our Al Greenberg also TKO's Dimanno's collapsable column. 
To wit: "How a Canadian woman can suggest dropping the 
program is beyond me. Women's hockey has never been 
more popular and has more support in the USA and Canada. 
Dropping it will cut major development programs and be a 
blow to the sport." 

And, in case you're wondering, I agree wholeheartedly with 
Dreyfuss and Greenberg.Or, to answer Ms. Dimanno in pure 
Brooklynese: Fuhgedaboutit!  

ANSWER TO WHO SAID IT: Tom Webster on Kings 
defenseman Rob Blake. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal, Teravainen, Aho on season sweep of Bruins 

By Ryan Henkel and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes drubbed the Bruins in Boston 
Thursday night, win 6-0 behind a Frederik Andersen shutout 
and two goals from Sebastian Aho.  

The Canes started well and never looked back, scoring in all 
three periods to complete the season sweep of the Bruins. 
Teuvo Teravainen had three assists in his return from injury, 
as the Hurricanes overwhelmed the Bruins on their home ice 
for two points.  

Following the win, Canes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Aho, Teravainen and Jordan Staal, who scored his first goal 
since Oct. 29, spoke with members of the media via Zoom.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if he was surprised by how effective Teuvo Teravainen 
was in his return: Not really. But he’d been out a long time 
with obviously no practices or anything, so that takes a 
special kind of player to do that. He does a lot for us in every 
situation. He was real important for us tonight. 

On the Bruins coming out and playing a physical game: It 
seems that with this team, whichever way the game goes, I 
feel like we’re pretty much capable of playing that way. I 
don’t think it caught us by surprise though because they are 
missing their two top guys. Those are tough guys to have out 
of your lineup. The other guys might have been trying to play 
a little differently or whatever, but with those guys out of the 
lineup, we definitely should take advantage of it. 

On Frederik Andersen: The game could have been flipped [in 
the first four minutes]. If they had got a power play goal, the 
game could be way different. So that was a huge part of the 
game. He was great and we were able to settle down and 
get playing. 

On Jordan Staal breaking his month-long goal drought: It 
was great. We’ve all been there where you can’t get one to 
go and obviously he was in one of those ruts, but you have 
to give him a lot of credit because his game didn’t really 
change. His game was the same. Solid. Dealing with so 
many other things. He’s the leader of our group and the 
measure of his success is how well the team is doing. He 
was able to get one tonight, but look at how we played 
tonight. That was a direct reflection of our captain. 

On Tony DeAngelo coming to Sebastian Aho’s defense: 
Tony steps up for everybody. I mean everybody. Got to give 
him a lot of credit. He’s done nothing but great things sinec 
he got here and the guys love him. 

On if DeAngelo reminded him a bit of Tim Gleason with the 
amount of punches thrown: [Gleason] is one of the guys that 
loves him. 

Jordan Staal 

On finally scoring a goal: Yeah, I feel like my game has 
gotten better lately. You start getting rewarded with some 
offense. It was a long time, obviously, not scoring, but we 
were winning a lot of hockey games. In this group there’s a 
lot of guys who can score goals, we’re just trying to play the 
right way and do the right things and win games. But it’s 
definitely nice to get one. 

On what he liked about the performance: I thought we 
rebounded well after last game with the slow start we had. I 
think we kind of carried that third period we had there into 
this game. Power play was ready to go. PK killed some big 
penalties early in the game which could have gotten the 
building going. Their power play is very good. It was a good 
effort all around. 

On the physicality of the game and on Tony DeAngelo 
fighting Charlie McAvoy: Tony has been obviously an 
unbelievable player for us with what he does on the ice, but 
he brings so much emotion. He cares for the boys. He did a 
great job of there of stepping up and doing a good job taking 
care of our best player. I thought it was a physical game, and 
they did a good job of trying to get in that kind of style of 
game. It was difficult. The boys played through it and found a 
way to grind it out. We started getting some bounces, and 
the power play was big. That kind of got us going. 

On getting the sweep over Boston, who has given the Canes 
so much trouble in the past: It doesn’t hurt. Obviously a team 
that has taken what we wanted the past few years. It doesn’t 
hurt. It always feels good winning in this building against a 
good team that plays well and plays hard. So, we’ll take the 
wins.  

Teuvo Teravainen 

On him not being 100 percent and on what 100 percent looks 
like for him if this wasn’t it: Yeah, I don’t know. It’s been a 
battle for me lately. But I’m starting to feel better, so that’s 
good. I want to play. It’s always tough to be out for a little 
while, but it’s good to be healthy now.  

On getting back in the lineup and contributing: It’s awesome. 
The team played good, and it’s always nice to help. It’s way 
more easy for me to be on the ice and help the team than 
watch the games from upstairs. It’s good to be back.  

On sweeping Boston: It’s good. They’re a really good team. 
In the playoffs they beat us a couple times, so that for sure 
makes us even more hungry to beat these guys. They play 
tough and are a good team, but we just stuck to our game 
plan and played a good game.  

Sebastian Aho 
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On getting Teravainen back: Any team would miss a player 
like him. Obviously he played a great game and helped the 
team win this game, for sure.  

On the intensity of these Boston games that maybe wasn’t 
there a few years ago and on the importance of the special 
teams: I guess. Yeah. We have had great battles. The 
games are always intense and physical. It’s high pace, lots of 
hits early on. For sure special teams are a huge part, and we 
were better tonight on those.  

On sweeping Boston and winning in commanding fashion: At 
the end of the day, it really doesn’t matter what the score is. 
Obviously you want to win those games and get those two 
points. Sure, there’s history between them and us. You want 
to win. Obviously they ended our season two times in a row. 
For sure you want to have that fire in you and win those 

games. The score doesn’t matter. It’s just two points. 
Obviously we’ll take it.  

On avoiding a hit from Charlie McAvoy and on DeAngelo 
stepping up in his defense: At the very last moment I saw 
him coming and tried to spin out of it. Just in time, I guess. I 
hit the brakes a little bit there and spun out, so nothing 
happened. He’s a strong D-man, so gotta keep your head up 
out there. Obviously Tony stepping up just tells you who he 
is. He’s a team guy. A great team player.  

On if they were giving Staal scoring advice during his goal 
drought: No. The way he plays is always just high level. He’s 
definitely had enough chances to score. Sometimes it goes 
like that. I’m sure he gets on a roll now and will score a 
bunch more. That’s how hockey works sometimes. But yeah, 
it was nice to see that he got one in. 

 

Canes dropkick Bruins in Boston 

By Ryan Henkel  

It was a heavy night at TD Gardens, with the two teams 
combining for 74 hits, 30 penalty minutes and even a fight as 
the Carolina Hurricanes routed the Boston Bruins with a 6-0 
victory Thursday night to sweep the season series. 

Frederik Andersen was a crucial key to the win, playing big 
all night and posting a 34-save shutout, his second of the 
season — the first having been a 33 save shutout in 
October, also against Boston. 

Teuvo Teravainen was also a key contributor in his return to 
the lineup as the Finnish winger picked up three primary 
assists in his first game action since January 27, Sebastian 
Aho notched two goals to reach the 20-goal mark for the 
sixth-straight season, and the captain, Jordan Staal, broke a 
nearly three-and-a-half month long goal drought. 

The Hurricanes got the ball rolling early as Vincent “Prius” 
Trocheck cleaned up a rebound in front off of a Teuvo 
Teravainen power play shot. 

And at that point in the game, it didn’t seem like it was going 
to be a blow out. The Bruins kept it a close game through 20 
minutes thanks to some big Linus Ullmark saves, and 
Trocheck’s tally remained the lone goal. 

But then the game blew up in the second period. 

Early into the second, Trocheck and Seth Jarvis started 
generating chaos around the front of the net and after they 
managed to get more Bruins intertwined, the puck spurt free 
into the slot where Andrei Svechnikov was waiting to snipe it 
home through a crowd of bodies. 

Soon after that, Ethan Bear stood up an attempted Boston 
zone exit at the blueline and got the puck back to Martin 
Necas for the reload. Necas skated it in and ripped a shot, 
Teravainen deflected it on net and the rebound went straight 
to Sebastian Aho for the putback.  

Then late in the period, after Jordan Staal was stifled three 
times in a row, Jesper Fast decided to try a different 
approach and passed the puck out to an activated Brett 
Pesce who rifled it past Ullmark.  

Near the start of the third, the Bruins managed to actually get 
a puck past Andersen, but it was because Nick Foligno 
steamrolled him in the crease and it was immediately waved 
off for goaltender interference. 

Boston challenged the call, lost, and the Canes subsequently 
scored on the ensuing power play as Teravainen found Aho 
— of course — for his second of the evening. 

And then fate finally allowed it. Staal finally managed to end 
his 37-game long goal-drought after he won a faceoff back to 
Brady Skjei and got to the slot to deflect the shot past 
Ullmark. 

It was just the second time in franchise history that the 
Canes had swept a season series with the Bruins and they 
did it by a combined score of 16-1 over three games. 

The Canes will continue on their “Reschedule Tour’ as they 
head to Minnesota to take on the Wild Saturday evening at 8 
p.m. 
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Canes massacre Marchand-less Bruins in Boston  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes asserted their dominance in the 
Eastern Conference with a 6-0 beatdown of the Boston 
Bruins in TD Garden on Thursday, Feb. 10. 

The Canes (32-10-3) made an example of the admittedly 
short-handed Bruins (26-16-3) to the tune of six goals in a 
statement win after a poor start to the second half. Although 
Bruins left wing and self-described Lamborghini Brad 
Marchand was out while serving a six-game suspension for 
this skirmish with Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Tristan 
Jarry, Carolina still ran circles around the rest of the Bruins 
squad through the night. 

“I thought we rebounded well after the last game and with the 
slow start we had,” said center Jordan Staal. “I think we 
carried that third period that we had [in Ottawa] into this 
game. The power play was ready to go. PK killed some big 
penalties early in the game… It was a good effort all around 
and we're gonna try to keep it rolling.” 

Center and alleged Prius Vincent Trocheck set the precedent 
for the Canes’ dominant netfront presence with a scrappy 
goal in the first period. A rebound off a shot by left wing 
Teuvo Teräväinen found its way directly between Trocheck 
and Boston goalie Linus Ullmark, but Trocheck beat Ullmark 
to the punch and swiped the puck into the net. 

Teräväinen earned his first of three assists for the evening 
on Trocheck’s goal, later teeing up both of center Sebastian 
Aho’s two goals. Not to be forgotten, right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov tallied three points of his own with a pair of 

assists and an unassisted goal early in the second period to 
make it 2-0 Canes. With the offense firing on all cylinders, 
the Canes had little trouble passing the puck around and 
putting it in the net. 

Staal even put his name back on the scoresheet in the 
waning minutes. Defenseman Brady Skjei fired off a shot 
from the blue line and Staal put a subtle tip on it for his first 
goal since Oct. 29. Despite the occasion, the Hurricanes 
captain stays more concerning about winning than scoring. 

“In this group, there's a lot of guys who score goals,” Staal 
said. “We're just trying to play the right way and do the right 
things and win games, but it’s definitely nice to get [a goal].” 

The Bruins accumulated 34 shots of their own compared to 
43 by Carolina, but none made it past goaltender Frederik 
Andersen. One of three Canes to be named an NHL All-Star, 
Andersen has been a brick wall in the crease all season and 
tonight was no exception. With the added help of 13 blocked 
shots by the Canes, Andersen’s net was practically 
impenetrable. 

“The game can be flipped right there,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “If they get a power play goal, the game's way 
different. So that was a huge part of the game. [Andersen] 
was great, and then we were able to settle down and get 
playing.” 

After two rough losses, the Canes will have an opportunity to 
even out this four-game road trip when they take on the 
Minnesota Wild on Saturday, Feb. 12. Puck drops at 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258261274.html  
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https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/hurricanes-welcome-grind-roll-over-bruins-6-0-in-boston/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-complete-season-sweep-of-boston-with-six-to-zero-rout/c-330692278 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-game-recap/c-329125186 
https://www.nhl.com/news/must-see-goals-of-2021-22-nhl-season/c-330365988 
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https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-kirill-kaprizov-carolina-hurricanes-797c8cdeb2464b28b568ff0db2de1409 
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https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-mid-season-power-rankings-vezina-trophy-edition 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/bluelines-who-are-they-kidding-in-edmonton  
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/10/22928498/they-said-it-brindamour-staal-teravainen-aho-on-season-sweep-of-bruins 
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https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-massacre-marchand-less-bruins-in-boston/article_77705832-8aec-11ec-b3a1-1bb30871f044.html 
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Brad Marchand suspended again, will miss Bruins’ game against 
Carolina Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED FEBRUARY 10, 2022 12:33 PM 

 

Brad Marchand is trending again on social media and lately that has 
been a bad thing for the Boston Bruins winger. 

Marchand on Wednesday was suspended for six games by the NHL for 
his late-game run-in with Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry in 
Tuesday’s game. Marchand first punched Jarry, then popped him in the 
mask with his stick. 

The first game of the Marchand’s suspension will be Thursday night 
when the Bruins host the Carolina Hurricanes at TD Garden. The Bruins 
also will be missing team captain Patrice Bergeron, who is recovering 
from an upper-body injury. 

On top of that, goaltender Tuukka Rask announced his retirement 
Wednesday on social media. The Bruins’ former Vezina Trophy winner 
was in net when the Canes blasted the Bruins 7-1 in Boston on Jan. 18 -- 
a loss that caused Marchand to chirp on Twitter about the Canes’ 
revenues and the NHL players’ escrow payments. 

The situation with Jarry was more egregious, and for Marchand a lot 
more costly. As the Pens were closing out a 4-2 win, Marchand reached 
down to hit Jarry on the side of the head, then popped him on his goalie 
mask with his stick as he was being led away by a linesman. 

Marchand’s suspension came after an in-person meeting with NHL 
Player Safety on Wednesday. It was his second of the season and eighth 
of his career for the talented but unpredictable forward, who leads the 
Bruins with 21 goals and 49 points. this season. 

The Canes have won the first two games against the Bruins this season, 
shutting out Boston 3-0 on Oct. 28 at PNC Arena. Bergeron, Marchand 
and Rask have tormented the Hurricanes in the past, notably in Bruins’ 
playoff series wins over Carolina in 2019 and 2020. 

Before the game in Boston last month, Marchand took issue when 
compared to Canes center Vincent Trocheck. On his Instagram account, 
Marchand said that was like comparing a Lamborghini with a Prius. 

The Canes then scored five times in the first period, ending Rask’s night. 
Bergeron scored the Boston goal but Marchand had a quiet night. 
Trocheck did not have a point but had a game-high five hits in the game. 

Canes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who scored twice in the game, 
remains in the NHL COVID protocol. 
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Wild LW Foligno gets 2-game ban for kneeing Jets' Lowry 

 

Associated Press 2/10/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minnesota Wild left wing Marcus Foligno received a 
two-game suspension from the NHL on Thursday for kneeing Winnipeg's 
Adam Lowry at the end of a fight. 

In the third period of the Wild-Jets game on Tuesday, Foligno pulled 
Lowry down to the ice after gaining the upper hand in a tussle that drew 
both players a major penalty. 

As the officials were trying to separate them, Foligno raised his leg to 
press it on Lowry, who was lying on his back. 

The NHL's department of player safety, in its explanatory video, said the 
punishment was necessary because Foligno "clearly and intentionally 
uses his knee to inflict force on the head of his vulnerable opponent." 
Foligno, who received a minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct after 
the incident, will forfeit $31,000 in pay for the lost games. 

Brandon Duhaime skated with Joel Eriksson Ek and Jordan Greenway in 
practice on Thursday in place of Foligno. The Wild host Carolina on 
Saturday and Detroit on Monday, before Foligno will be eligible to return 
on Wednesday for a rematch with the Jets. 
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NHL suspends Foligno two games for kneeing of Winnipeg's Lowry 

 

Chris Miller 

 

Marcus Foligno has 627 penalty minutes in 644 games over 11 NHL 
season and, despite a willingness to drop the gloves, had never been 
fined or suspended. 

Until now. 

The Wild winger got a two-game suspension from the NHL Department 
of Safety on Thursday for a Tuesday post-fight incident where he 
pressed his left knee into the head of the Jets' Adam Lowry as linesmen 
separated the two in the third period of a 2-0 Wild loss in Winnipeg. 
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Foligno will miss home games Saturday against Carolina and Monday 
against Detroit before resuming play, ironically, in Winnipeg on 
Wednesday. 

Video of the incident clearly showed the offense. 

The NHL explained the suspension by saying, "With the outcome of the 
fight already having been decided, and Lowry unable to take further 
defensive action, Foligno lifts his leg off the ice, moves his knee over 
Lowry, and drops it into [Lowry's] head, driving Lowry's head into the ice. 
This is an intentional decision by Foligno, and not a player falling or 
stumbling onto his opponent. Foligno clearly and intentionally uses his 
knee to inflict force on the head of his vulnerable opponent. 

"We have heard Foligno's argument that this was not a violent knee 
strike or an exceptionally forceful blow and we agree. It is only the 
relative lack of force on this play that keeps Foligno from being subject to 
much more severe discipline for an action that is unacceptable for an 
NHL player to perform." 

Foligno will forfeit $31,000 of his $3.1 million salary, with the money 
going to the Players' Emergency Assistance Fund. 

The 30-year-old has a career-high 17 goals this season, his first as an 
alternate captain. He practiced Thursday, but his spot on the Jordan 
Greenway-Joel Eriksson Ek line was taken by Brandon Duhaime as the 
Wild clearly anticipated a suspension. 

After Tuesday's game, Foligno said, "It was just heat of the battle and [I 
was] just a little ticked off. You shouldn't resist once the linesmen get in 
there just for the respect factor, but it is what it is. You've been in enough 
fights. I've held off. I've had it done to me. It just is what it is." 

Circle issues 

The Wild's struggles on the dot were magnified Tuesday when it won 
only 14 of 49 faceoffs (28.6%). For the season, the Wild is 23rd in the 
NHL at 48.2%. 

"It's a concern for sure," coach Dean Evason said. "We're gritty, we're 
determined, and it's not just the centermen per se, it's the second and 
third opportunity to get the puck. We consider ourselves a gritty group, 
and we have to get better in that area." 

Eriksson Ek has taken the most draws and is 344-365 (.485). Ryan 
Hartman, a converted winger who centers Kirill Kaprizov and Mats 
Zuccarello, is 246-299 (.451). Third-line center Frederick Gaudreau is 
183-183 and fourth-line center Nico Sturm is 166-150 (.525). 

"It's addressed on almost a daily basis," Evason said. "In order for us to 
continue to get success, we do have to get better at it and continue to 
work at it." 

Etc. 

Defenseman Matt Dumba returned to practice after missing two games 
because of an upper-body injury. 

The requirement to show proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test 
to attend Wild games was lifted by the city of St. Paul, although a mask 
mandate for games remains. 
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Wild winger Marcus Foligno suspended two games for kneeing 

 

Dane Mizutani 

 

For the first time in his 11-year NHL career, Wild winger Marcus Foligno 
has been suspended. 

The supplemental discipline came down on Thursday afternoon when the 
NHL Department of Player Safety announced it had suspended Foligno 
for two games for his actions in the Wild’s 2-0 loss to the Jets in 
Winnipeg on Tuesday night. 

As the rivalry game reached a boiling point, Foligno dropped the gloves 
with Jets winger Adam Lowry following a scrum near the benches. With 
both players on the ice surface, Foligno appeared to knee Lowry in the 
head while the officials tried to break up the scuffle. 

Things got ugly in Winnipeg as Marcus Foligno seemingly kneed Adam 
Lowry in the head at the end of the fight. pic.twitter.com/OayPlfqjeA 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) February 9, 2022 

Asked about the action postgame, Foligno claimed it wasn’t intentional. 

“I saw them complaining about maybe I got my leg in there or 
something,” he said. “That was me just kind of ticked off and trying to get 
at him. There was no intent to not throw with my fist or use another body 
part.” 

Unfortunately for Foligno, the league did not agree. 

“This is an intentional decision by Foligno, and not a player accidentally 
falling or stumbling onto his opponent,” the NHL Department of Player 
Safety stated. “He clearly and intentionally uses his knee to inflict force 
on the head of his vulnerable opponent.” 

“We have heard Foligno’s argument that this was not a violent knee 
strike, or an exceptionally forceful blow, and we agree,” the NHL 
Department of Player Safety continued. “It is only the relative lack of 
force on this play that keeps Foligno from being subject to much more 
severe discipline for an action that is unacceptable for an NHL player to 
perform.” 

The suspension means Foligno will miss two games, both at Xcel Energy 
Center — against Carolina on Saturday and Detroit on Monday. He is 
eligible to return to the Wild lineup on Wednesday night during a rematch 
with the Jets in Winnipeg. 

Get the popcorn ready. 

DUHAIME ELEVATED 

While the Wild were hoping for the best when it came to Foligno’s 
suspension, they were clearly preparing for the worst. 

Instead of skating Foligno on his regular line during Thursday’s practice, 
coach Dean Evason opted to elevated rookie winger Brandon Duhaime 
to play alongside center Joel Eriksson Ek and opposite winger Jordan 
Greenway. 

“Just an opportunity to get Duhaime a few more touches with that group,” 
Evason said. “We just wanted the touches to go that way today.” 

Those touches will pay off now that Foligno is officially suspended. 

DUMBA RETURNS 

The good news for the Wild is defenseman Matt Dumba appears to be on 
the mend. He participated in Thursday’s practice after missing the past 
couple of games with an upper-body injury. 

Will he be ready to go this weekend? 

“We will have to see how he comes out of it today,” Evason said. “He 
looked real good.” 
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Wild's Marcus Foligno suspended 2 games for kneeing Jets' Adam Lowry 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

Minnesota Wild forward Marcus Foligno has been suspended two games 
by the NHL's Department of Player Safety for kneeing Winnipeg Jets 
forward Adam Lowry in their game Tuesday. The play happened at the 
end of an altercation between Foligno and Lowry midway through the 
third period when Foligno used his knee to push Lowry's head to the ice. 

Lowry was not injured on the play. This is the first supplementary 
discipline Foligno has received in his 644-game NHL career. The Jets 
won the game, 2-0. 

Said the Department of Player Safety in its video explaining the 
suspension, “We have heard Foligno’s argument that this was not a 
violent knee strike or an exceptionally forceful blow, and we agree. It is 
only the relative lack of force on this play that keeps Foligno from being 
subject to much more severe discipline for an action that is unacceptable 
for an NHL player to perform.” 

The Wild are 28-11-3 and have the second-best points percentage in the 
Central Division at .702. They next play Carolina on Saturday and Detroit 
on Monday. 
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Panthers’ attendance and TV ratings are on the rise. Now they need to 
make it sustainable 

 

David Wilson 

 

It took something of “a perfect storm,” but the Florida Panthers packed 
18,152 inside FLA Live Arena last month for their final home game of the 
All-Star break. It was a satisfying conclusion to the first half of the season 
for the Panthers, who entered the break sitting atop the NHL standings 
and have experienced increasing attendance numbers as a result. 

The game — a come-from-behind victory against the sub-.500 San Jose 
Sharks — marked the first time Florida topped 18,000 fans at a home 
game since 2019 and the first time since 2017 it drew more than 18,000 
to Sunrise for a game against someone other than the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

“It’d been trending that way,” CEO Matt Caldwell said. “I think the market 
was like, Team’s been playing great, they just played well on the road, 
last time they were home they scored nine goals. ... All the casual fans 
said, I’ve got to go check this out before they’re off for three weeks.” 

With those 18,000-plus now added in, the Panthers’ average home 
attendance is up to 14,002, putting Florida on pace for its highest full-
season attendance since the 2016-17 NHL season — the Panthers 
averaged 14,104 in 35 home games during the 2019-20 NHL season 
before the COVID-19 pandemic forced everyone into a bubble — and 
this comes at a time when attendance is down across the league and all 
sports. Caldwell said Florida has recovered “all of our pre-COVID 
revenue,” with attendance growth outpacing most of the league and local 
television ratings at their highest level in two decades. 

The Panthers currently rank 24th in average home attendance — their 
best mark since the 2015-16 NHL season, excluding last year when 
teams across the league dealt with significant virus restrictions — and it 
makes this a crucial moment for Florida to turn newfound interest into 
something sustainable. 

“Any metric that I look at, we are above either pre-COVID levels or above 
historic levels,” Caldwell said. “The brand of the team has never been 
better. ... We have greater leverage on growth and pricing, what we’re 
worth. Not just tickets, but sponsorship and media, and things are less 
gimmicky because you have a great product now, so you can stand up 
for that brand.” 

The Tampa Bay Lightning model 

For proof hockey can be sustainable in Florida, the Panthers have to look 
no farther than the opposite coast of the state, where the Tampa Bay 
Lightning has built a passionate fan base and lead the league in average 
attendance at 19,092. 

There’s an easier-said-than-done way to get there. 

“The Lightning are a great model, not just for us, but I think a lot of 
people use them across the league,” Caldwell said. “They had a 10 year-
plus run of consistent playoff experiences, deep runs, obviously now two 
Stanley Cups. That is the model. Now, it’s hard to replicate that due to 
the parity of the league. 

“The playbooks across franchises are somewhat similar. It’s about 
execution.” 

Florida has looked at other specific examples of what Tampa Bay has 
done, particularly with the development of youth hockey — “that creates 
generational fans,” Caldwell said — and the Panthers’ revitalization 
project at the War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale will let them 
expand their youth efforts even more with the construction of new rinks. 

Otherwise, Florida is just trying to be aggressive in its marketing push 
while the team is successful, with the hope people who never cared 
about hockey will come to a game to see this league-leading team and 
raise the ceiling of how many South Floridians have an interest in the 
sport. 

To raise the floor, the Panthers still have to prove this two-year run is 
more than just a flash in the pan. 

“It comes down to everyone in the franchise, but more importantly the fan 
base, having hope that any given year this team can make a run,” 
Caldwell said. 

All-Star is ‘perfect timing’ 

Florida was, of course, excited to host the 2021 NHL All-Star Game, but 
even Caldwell can’t deny the timing will almost certainly better next year 
when the Panthers get their make-up shot to host the game after the 
coronavirus pandemic forced the league to cancel it last season. 

The War Memorial renovation is still scheduled to be completed in the 
summer, Caldwell said, which means the organization will have a 
downtown hub to center All-Star activities around. 

The naming rights for their Sunrise arena are currently for sale — 
Caldwell said the FLA Live moniker will stay through the end of the 
season — and “it’s a big selling point for a new brand that’s going to 
come in because they’re going to have the All-Star Game,” Caldwell said, 
and there is “a lot of interest.” 

Most importantly, Broward County cares about hockey in a way it never 
has and, Florida hopes, the Panthers will once again be a Stanley Cup 
contender when they host the 2023 NHL All-Star Game next year. 

“It’s really important for the host city to be excited, to be respected and 
big in the league,” Caldwell said. “Obviously, the beaches and everything 
helps with the climate here, but you also want to be on top of your game 
when the whole league comes to visit.” 
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Former Florida Panthers d-man Steven Kampfer realizes Olympic dream 

 

Published 19 hours ago on February 10, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

As is the case with a good number of his teammates, former Florida 
Panthers defenseman Steven Kampfer thought his chances of playing in 
the Olympics were long passed. 

“Any person in the world would look at this as ‘holy crap, I’m going to the 
Olympics!’ It’s something you dream of as a kid,” Kampfer told Florida 
Hockey Now last week. 

“Being on that world stage is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I am going 
to relish the moment, go there with Gold on my mind and try to bring it 
home.” 

On Thursday morning, Team USA played its first game of the Beijing 
Winter Games in a preliminary match — rolling to a 8-0 win against host 
China after a slow start. Kampfer had an assist off three shots and was 
plus-3 in the win. 

This Olympics, Team USA — due to the omicron variant of Covid-19 — 
is icing a hybrid roster filled with older professional players like Kampfer 
who were either playing in the AHL or overseas along with a lot of 
collegiate talent. 

It was not supposed to be this way, of course. 

The NHL had tentative plans to shut down for much of February and 
allow its players to go to Beijing. 

Team USA would have been loaded down with what amounted to an 
NHL All-Star squad — as would have Canada, Russia, Finland, etc. 

But the NHL pulled out in December when its games started getting 
postponed due to a rise in Covid cases among its ranks and Team USA 
(along with just about everyone else in the field) went to Plan B. 

The NHL-employed GM and coach were replaced by USA Hockey’s John 
Vanbiesbrouck and former Rangers coach David Quinn. 

The roster, which had been in the works just in case, was finalized in 
short order. 

Kampfer said his agent called and asked if he had interest in playing and 
that he was told on Jan. 2 that he would indeed be part of Team USA. 

For Kampfer, who had been playing for Ak Bars in Kazan, Russia, of the 
KHL, this was an opportunity he not only could not turn down — but one 
he never realistically thought would ever come his way. 

At 33 and a veteran of 231 NHL games with the Bruins, Wild, Panthers 
and Rangers, Kampfer is looking forward to finally get the chance to play 
for Gold. 

“It has been incredible so far,” said Kampfer, who was with the Florida 
Panthers for parts of three seasons said. 

“It is pretty surreal to be in this situation. I did not think this would ever be 
a possibility. Do you dream of it? Sure. You always wanted to but it never 
popped into my head as a reality until December.” 

Kampfer makes his offseason home in Hollywood with his wife Tara (they 
met while he was playing for the Panthers) and young son Teddy. 

They watch a lot of Panthers games when he is back home but now the 
attention will turn toward Beijing. 

“When we watch hockey at home, (Teddy) thinks Par Lindholm is playing 
because he was with me in Boston and is with me in Kazan,’’ Kampfer 

said. “And if I am not in the room, he thinks I am on the TV playing. He 
loves it.” 

When new Covid restrictions were announced by organizers in China, 
NHL players such as Jonathan Huberdeau began voicing their reluctance 
to be subject to such harsh rules. 

An athlete who tests positive while in Beijing could be subjugated to 
being quarantined for up to five weeks in what we all assumed — and 
now know — are very spartan conditions. 

Kampfer was in Covid protocol not long after arriving in Beijing but was 
quickly cleared. He was one of the lucky ones. 

Still, before departing Los Angeles with the rest of his team — well, 
University of North Dakota standout Jake Sanderson was left behind 
after a positive Covid test — Kampfer said the chance to be part of the 
Olympics was bigger than any inconvenience. 

Huberdeau, for his part, said basically the same thing when asked about 
it last week. 

“When it’s all said and done, it’s not that bad,” said Kampfer, whose team 
had to take an 11-hour flight to Toyko with a four-hour layover and 
another four-hour flight to Beijing. Then came a marathon round of 
testing. 

“What was released before, yeah, it seemed like so much stuff. But it’s 
not much different than what we’re dealing with every day. We get tested 
every day and we’re wearing a mask. That’s kind of the norm now. We’re 
used to it. But we’re with our team and everyone is excited and no one is 
going to do anything dumb because we don’t want to jeopardize a 
chance of playing in the Olympics.” 

As one of the older players on the team, Kampfer is definitely looked to 
as a veteran presence in Beijing. 

With two players from the University of Michigan on the squad, Kampfer 
joked that Wolverines coach Mel Pearson asked him to make sure the 
Michigan kids stay safe. 

Kampfer, who played at Michigan as well as represented USA Hockey in 
numerous tournaments in his younger years, says he has known or 
played for the coaches and management with Team USA for years. 
There’s a comfort level there. 

“As one of the older guys, everyone is looking at me when they have 
questions,” Kampfer said. “I have conversations with the coaches and 
relay information to the players. My role has changed a little bit.” 

When it comes to the Florida Panthers, Kampfer said he still pays 
attention to what his former team is doing. 

He spent parts of three seasons with the Panthers, including their Atlantic 
Division-winning season in 2016, but left when he wasn’t playing and 
asked for a trade. 

Although he played in 46 games with Ak Bars, the remainder of the KHL 
season in in jeopardy of being completed and no one knows what the 
future holds. 

Kampfer may just be coming back to South Florida and sticking around 
for a little while. 

“My wife went to a game before I got back to Florida and I still pay 
attention them, still have friends on the team,” he said. 

“They are having one heck of a year, doing a hell of a job. Coach Q 
turned things around and now Andrew Brunette is doing it. What Bill Zito 
has done has put Florida hockey on the map. They are doing great 
things.” 

Before leaving Florida for Team USA’s mini-camp in California, Kampfer 
sat down and watched ‘Miracle,’ the Disney movie which tells the story of 
Team USA’s unbelievable run to the Gold in the 1980 Lake Placid 
Games. 
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Did that get him fired up? 

“I don’t know how it wouldn’t get you pumped up,”  Kampfer said. “Listen, 
we have a young team and we’re all excited to go. 

“We have very high expectations for our group. The way we look at it is 
‘Gold or bust.’ We have one opportunity at this. Let’s go out there, have 
some fun and bring it home.” 

 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 02.11.2022 

1235152 Websites 

 

The Athletic / How J.T. Brown and Everett Fitzhugh became the NHL’s 
first all-Black broadcast duo 

 

By Ryan S. Clark  

Feb 10, 2022  

  

A look was shared between J.T. Brown and Everett Fitzhugh upon 
realizing they were on the verge of making history. 

Nothing needed to be said in that moment. All they had to do was think 
about those summer days spent doing mock broadcasts inside the 
ROOT Sports studios. 

Brown had been hired as the Seattle Kraken’s color commentator 
alongside play-by-play broadcaster John Forslund on TV. Fitzhugh was 
hired to do play-by-play on the radio. Forslund was still back in North 
Carolina, but the Kraken wanted Brown, who had just retired from his 11-
year playing career, to enter broadcasting and get more comfortable in 
his new role. So the team had Fitzhugh stand in for Forslund, which did 
more than just help prepare Brown. 

It served as the foundation for a friendship they believed could someday 
see them on a broadcast together. 

“Through that whole time, we thought: This is going to happen for real 
one day,” Fitzhugh said. “J.T. said, ‘Man, we would put on one hell of a 
broadcast.'” 

Brown and Fitzhugh are getting the chance they talked about. On Feb. 
17, they will make NHL history by becoming the first all-Black broadcast 
duo, with Fitzhugh on play-by-play and Brown on color commentary 
when the Kraken play the Winnipeg Jets at Canada Life Centre. Their 
historic broadcast will be aired on ROOT Sports. This is happening 
because Forslund, who also does national TV work, is filling in on a TNT 
broadcast that same day. 

This is not the first time either Brown or Fitzhugh have made history. 
Fitzhugh was hired by the Kraken in the summer of 2020, and that made 
him the first Black team play-by-play announcer in NHL history. Brown’s 
first run at history came in 2017, when he became the first NHL player to 
protest during “The Star-Spangled Banner” by raising his fist in a 
preseason and regular-season game, drawing awareness toward police 
brutality and the challenges people of color face. Brown was once again 
under a spotlight last summer when he was hired by the Kraken and 
became the first Black in-game team analyst in league history. 

“Just being a part of it is crazy to think about,” Brown said. “Any time 
something like this happens, I think about a year ago and ask, ‘Would I 
have thought this is where my path would be?’ Here we are. We did 
know this was eventually going to happen at some point.” 

Kraken CEO Tod Leiweke emailed Fitzhugh about a potential opportunity 
after reading a story about him in The Athletic. At the time, he was the 
radio broadcaster for the ECHL’s Cincinnati Cyclones and was the only 

Black play-by-play broadcaster throughout any level of professional 
hockey in North America. Brown joined the team after the club reached 
out to his agent about the idea of joining the broadcast while he was still 
playing in Sweden during the 2020-21 season. On the same day the 
Kraken announced they had hired Brown, he also confirmed he was 
retiring from hockey. 

Since then, they have become part of a Kraken broadcast team that has 
been the soundtrack to a challenging first season. Pairing Brown with 
Forslund gave the Kraken a TV broadcast duo who have provided fans 
with the nuances of a modern telecast. They talk about analytics, they 
can assess what’s happening at a rapid pace, they wear sharp suits and 
can find ways to keep games interesting regardless of the score. 
Meanwhile, Fitzhugh has teamed up with former Vancouver Canucks 
radio color analyst Dave Tomlinson. Together, they have worked to offer 
listeners the vivid visual details a listener is missing while seamlessly 
mixing analysis and stories with context, with the intent of reaching fans, 
whether they be novices or longtime diehards. 

Fans who have come to Climate Pledge for a game have seen the on-
screen relationship between Brown and Fitzhugh. They are part of a 
“Sports Science” feature that has seen them do everything from on-
passing drills to testing who can last longer on an NHL fitness bike test, 
to seeing which one is more athletic when it comes to box jumps. 

“My thought very quickly went to the fact it was February,” Forslund said, 
referencing Black History Month. “It should not happen for that reason. 
But this is happening for all the right reasons. Like I said once before, it is 
about time. It’s almost like the stars were aligned for it. Selfishly, it is a 
great opportunity. But it is also a great opportunity for the Kraken to 
continue what they have done and take it a step further. In a month when 
we are celebrating many of the historical situations, we have one in our 
little world of broadcast in the NHL.” 

Brown and Fitzhugh’s broadcast also marks another step in the gradually 
changing broadcast landscape, which is slowly becoming more diverse 
First, there was former NHL goaltender Kevin Weekes, who became the 
first Black analyst in NHL history. He has since been followed by Anson 
Carter, Jean-Luc Grand-Pierre, Jamal Mayers, Bryce Salvador and Chris 
Stewart. 

Sportsnet’s David Amber has taken his place among the sport’s most 
prominent broadcasters by becoming a key figure on “Hockey Night in 
Canada,” where he also works alongside Stewart. “Hockey Night in 
Canada: Punjabi Edition” has also made a big impact. The broadcast has 
been around for more than a decade; it is a cultural touchstone that 
helped Harnarayan Singh become a fixture within English-speaking 
telecasts while allowing audiences to become familiar with Amrit Gill and 
Randip Janda, among others. 

“I’ve been trying to wrap my head around it,” Fitzhugh said. “It might be 
one of those situations where it hits me in that moment. It’s something 
that has never happened before to have two Black men commenting on 
an NHL game together in the same booth. … I know that it is special and 
it is a big deal. But it truly will not hit me until I start doing that game.” 

Doing the mock broadcasts gave Brown and Fitzhugh the chance to 
develop a rapport. But the time they have spent together since has led to 
them becoming even closer. Being in the public eye gives the impression 
that all broadcast teams are close. They can be — but some duos will 
avoid each other unless the cameras are live. Brown, Forslund, Fitzhugh 
and Tomlinson practically go everywhere together. They sit together at 
morning skates and practices. They talk about what might be different 
with the line combinations, the proposed strategy a team could take, or 
they talk about something else related to hockey. They even walk out of 
the Kraken Community Iceplex together after practices have ended. 

“I’ve listened to Everett talk about why he got hooked into the NHL in the 
first place,” Forslund said. “He talks about growing up in Detroit and his 
favorite team was the Edmonton Oilers because there were three players 
of color on the team. I did not always think this way and I have had a look 
at life differently over the last three years to understand where he is 
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coming from. Both of these guys are young broadcasters with great 
futures who love this game.” 

Looking back on his career, Brown said he did not recall ever regularly 
interacting with Black broadcasters and journalists or broadcasters and 
journalists of color, whether he was in high school, college or playing 
professionally. He said meeting Weekes earlier in his career made him 
question the lack of diversity in hockey broadcasting and journalism. 

One of the ways to fix this problem, Brown said, is by getting more 
people from diverse backgrounds invested in hockey — whether as a 
player, a journalist or a fan. 

“We know it starts as a kid who enjoys the game and getting to a spot 
where more people feel welcomed in the sport,” Brown said. “I also look 
at the other side. If you are going into the field, do you want to be the 
only Black reporter at the rink? I think there are multiple things to 
consider. Part of it is the media side looks similar to the sport, but do you 
also want to be the only one there getting asked these questions? Maybe 
you don’t want to be the only person. You want to be comfortable and be 
welcomed. That goes back to trying to change what the game looks like 
on the ice.” 

Fitzhugh and Brown have yet to discuss what they will do to 
commemorate their broadcast. But Fitzhugh imagines they will find some 
way to celebrate their achievement. 

Looking back, Fitzhugh said he was overcome with emotion after his first 
broadcast earlier this season. He admitted to having a few tears when 
looking back at the path that took him from Bowling Green State 
University to the USHL to the ECHL before getting the chance to live out 
his dream as an NHL play-by-play broadcaster. 

“I’ve never been one to say, ‘I am a Black man doing this.’ I want to be 
recognized for me being a broadcaster and not just a Black broadcaster,” 
Fitzhugh said. “But at the same time, no other Black person has been in 
this chair before. I can’t speak for J.T., but I do realize the historical 
significance of this. … Maybe it will be something that morning, 
something later that day and it’s going to hit me: We are really doing this 
and we are doing something here. 

“We are hoping to open doors and lay end roads for future broadcasters 
to say this is possible. It may not feel like it right now but we’re going to 
look back at this five years from now, 10 years from now, and say this 
was the start of something big.” 
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The Athletic / Duhatschek: Looking back at 50 years of the World Hockey 
Association and the legacy that remains 

 

By Eric Duhatschek  

Feb 9, 2022  

  

In the spring of 1971, Howard Baldwin was in Boston, reading his 
morning copy of the Globe, when he spotted an item in the far recesses 
of the sports section. It referred to a fledgling hockey league that two 
visionary entrepreneurs, Gary Davidson and Dennis Murphy, hoped to 
launch. 

Davidson and Murphy were the brains behind the American Basketball 
Association and eventually the World Football League. The fact that they 
were now turning their attention to hockey piqued Baldwin’s interest. 

At the time, Baldwin and a friend, John Coburn, were running Coburn’s 
parents’ clothing store and not doing much of anything else. Baldwin had 
previously worked for the Philadelphia Flyers in ticket sales and 
marketing but had left the job six months before. He wanted back into the 
hockey business, and with no particular prospects elsewhere, this new 
venture — this World Hockey Association — sounded intriguing. 

So, Baldwin did a little research — the old-fashioned way, using 
telephone books and operator assistance — and eventually came up with 
a number for WHA headquarters in Newport Beach, California. Baldwin 
dialed — and Murphy picked up the phone himself on about the third 
ring. 

“I just called the league office blind,” said Baldwin. “Dennis made the 
WHA sound as if this was the greatest business opportunity in the world 
for us to get into – and we made it sound like we were the greatest 
possible ownership for them to get. It ended up, he was bullshitting us – 
and we were bullshitting him. We were just like a couple of Cheshire 
cats, circling each other. 

Baldwin, who eventually was nominated for an Academy Award as a 
producer of the 2004 Ray Charles biopic, Ray, described that preliminary 
conversation with Murphy as “the same feeling you get in the movie 
business today — when you read a script or hear a story idea and a little 
bell goes off and you say, ‘I think we need to make this happen — or try 
to. 

“That’s what happened when I read that little article about the WHA. And 
you had to dig for it. Back then, you remember how used to have that 
section way back in the newspaper with all the little notes? That’s where 
the story was. I read that and thought, ‘cripes, I need to make a call’ … 
and it all went from there.” 

Fifty years have passed since the World Hockey Association came to life 
— and arguably, no institution has had a greater or more profound 
impact on the development of hockey before or since. 

The WHA existed for seven years — from 1972 until 1979 — at which 
point the four surviving franchises out of a league that began with 12 
teams merged with the NHL. Officially, it was termed an expansion, but 
that was a semantic distinction for Baldwin and his confreres who, in 
those seven years, completely upset the NHL apple cart. Consider what 
they did: 

• The WHA paved the way for both the European and U.S. invasion of 
professional hockey. 

• Through a legal challenge in a Philadelphia courtroom, the WHA did 
away with the NHL’s reserve clause, which essentially had previously 
bound a player to his team for life. 

• The WHA introduced regular season overtime long before the NHL ever 
got around to adopting the concept. 

• It launched the professional careers of some of hockey’s all-time greats, 
including Hall of Famers Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier. 

• It helped usher in the “underage” draft, after the WHA — and in 
particular, the Birmingham Bulls, owned by John Bassett Jr. — signed a 
series of talented teenagers that weren’t eligible to play in the NHL 
because of their age. 

The Baby Bulls included Rob Ramage, Michel Goulet, Mark Napier, Pat 
Riggin, and others — all of whom eventually landed on their feet in the 
NHL, despite dire warnings that if they signed with the rival league, they 
would never be welcomed to play in the NHL. 

Soon after “Slap Shot” became a cult film, three key figures in the Paul 
Newman movie — Jeff and Steve Carlson along with Dave Hanson — 
graduated from the ECHL to play in the WHA. Jack Carlson, the oldest of 
the three brothers, missed his opportunity to appear in the movie 
because he’d been promoted to the WHA already. 

For a time, the Minnesota Fighting Saints literally lived up to the promise 
of their nickname, brawling constantly. 
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The league also opened the door for salary escalation when the 
Winnipeg Jets signed Bobby Hull to what was then an astronomical sum 
of money for a hockey player – $1 million. Hull later said that he set that 
as his price because he knew there was no possible way that anyone 
would ever pay it. 

He was wrong — but then so was the NHL establishment — which didn’t 
take the WHA seriously enough in the early days — and eventually came 
to recognize the error of their ways. 

“Every player in the hockey world should tip their cap to Bobby Hull 
because Bobby Hull created a marketplace for hockey players,” said 
Anders Hedberg, who along with fellow Swede Ulf Nilsson, played on a 
line with Hull for four memorable WHA seasons (1974-78) with the Jets. 

“Prior to that, the NHL was six clubs and they controlled the kids 
practically from the time they were six years old. Europeans were not in 
the mix at the time at all. So, Bobby Hull created the WHA, which created 
a marketplace, which eventually created free agency and the rights for 
players. So, we all should thank Bobby. Without him, it wouldn’t have 
happened — or it would have happened much, much later.” 

The WHA also extended the career of one of the greatest players of all 
time — Gordie Howe, who came out of retirement so he could play with 
his sons, Mark and Marty. After two years in which he didn’t play (1971-
73), Howe returned to the ice with the Houston Aeros for the start of the 
1973-74 WHA season. In all, he played four seasons for Houston, 
another two for the New England Whalers and then capped off an NHL 
career that began in 1946, with one more full NHL season, 1979-80, in 
which he played 80 games (and scored 52 points) for the expansion 
Hartford Whalers. Howe was 52 when he retired a second time. His NHL 
career straddled five decades. 

It has often been said of the WHA — it turned paupers into millionaires 
and millionaires into paupers. The league bled red ink for most of its 
seven years in existence before peace was restored to professional 
hockey. 

But it was a wild ride — and Baldwin was there for the duration. He was 
granted a franchise to operate in the Boston market at the second-ever 
WHA meeting in October 1971, when the league settled on 12 teams for 
its inaugural season. 

He was there, at the end when, as president of the WHA, he negotiated 
the merger/expansion with then NHL president John Ziegler Jr. 

That process, along with just about everything else about the WHA, 
involved a hiccup or two along the way. And when the WHA folded, the 
NHL’s Canadian content doubled – from three teams to six, when the 
Winnipeg Jets, the Edmonton Oilers and the Quebec Nordiques joined 
the league. 

Reflecting on that time now, Baldwin says: “Let’s face it, and we can say 
it now, but the NHL, back then, was about as stodgy a group as you’ll 
ever meet in your life. They had had it their way for years and years and 
years and years. They had no competition. 

“Then, within a short span of time, you had the NHL double in size from 
six to 12 teams. Then they added two more and two more after that and 
then, in the middle of all that, the WHA comes in. So now you’ve gone 
from six to 28 professional hockey teams in a span of five or six years. 

“Do the math. The number of players you need to fill all those teams was 
enormous. The NHL’s first expansion was a legitimate undertaking. But 
after that, they expanded as a defensive measure to keep us out of 
places. They wanted to keep us out of Long Island. They wanted to keep 
us out of Atlanta. 

“So, a lot of the chaos was created due to their complacency — and to 
being so incredibly rigid in their thinking.” 

When asked if the WHA were a success or a failure, Baldwin described it 
as “a successful failure.” 

Successful, in the sense, that four teams eventually found their way to 
the NHL. Along the way, they dragged professional hockey out of the 
Middle Ages. 

A failure because it ultimately didn’t last — and a lot of investors lost a lot 
of money along the way. 

In the beginning, Hull and Howe were the two central figures that brought 
genuine credibility to the upstart league — and ultimately convinced other 
players to follow them to the WHA. 

Courting the Howes was one of the more memorable experiences for 
Baldwin, who said his relationship with the family began long before the 
Whalers brought them to New England for Gordie’s NHL swan song. 

“We made a fuss over them whenever the Howes came to town,” said 
Baldwin, “and from that point forward, we developed a friendship. At All-
star Games and other events, they were always there and I was always 
there. And so, I got to be good friends with Gordie and Colleen and had a 
ton of respect for them, and always made it clear to Houston that we’d 
love to have them in New England if anything ever happened. But I also 
realized, they were bound to Houston.” 

Baldwin identified Colleen Howe, Gordie’s wife, as the first-ever female 
player agent and says she was a hard-nosed, but fair negotiator. 

“The owner of the Aeros at the time was a guy named George Bolin,” 
said Baldwin. “I don’t know if you ever saw the movie Giant with James 
Dean and Rock Hudson. The Rock Hudson character was George Bolin 
– a great big guy, Texan, wore cowboy hats, and kinda knew what was 
best for everybody. He didn’t have the patience to go through a complex 
negotiation with the Howe family. 

“So, in 1976, I got the phone call from George Bolin on a Saturday 
morning. He said, ‘Howard, they’re yours. You can have them. I’m trading 
them to you.’ I said, ‘what do you mean?’ I said, ‘I can’t sign them, so 
they’re all yours.’ I said, ‘George, well, it’s not done that way, but we’d 
love to have them if we do it the right way.’ 

“Next thing I know, I get a call from Colleen. She says, ‘I gather I’ve been 
traded.’ We were both laughing. I said, ‘Colleen, we’d love to have you, 
but I think it’s a little more complicated’ and she said, ‘I agree, we’re not 
going anywhere until these contracts are up, but we’d love to negotiate 
with you when that time comes.’ 

“So, that ended that.” 

For a time anyway. 

Howe and his sons finished that season playing in Houston. Then 
negotiations with the Whalers started in earnest. 

“And it wasn’t easy,” said Baldwin. “Colleen was a terrific representative 
for the family. She did a wonderful job. And it came right down to the 
wire. Jack and Davey Andrews, who was our financial CFO, flew into 
Detroit and spent a couple of days with them and then called me and 
said, ‘it’s time to come in and see if we can finish this off.’ I think Jack 
was ready to jump off a bridge, he was getting so frustrated. 

“And everybody thought Harry Sinden had a lock on Mark Howe. But I 
remember it so vividly. It was a Thursday night, about 2 in the morning, in 
the hotel suite, and I think Gordie sensed we were getting impatient. He 
pulled Colleen aside, into another room, and they chatted for half-an-hour 
and they came out and said, ‘you’ve got a deal.’ And that’s the way it 
went down. The first thing I said was, ‘it’ll probably take another six 
months to get them on a contract.’ So, let’s have the press conference 
right away – which we did, the following Monday. And that caught the 
Bruins completely off guard – and always was a thorn in their saddle, as 
it related to Hartford getting into the NHL.” 

One of the WHA’s key moments came in November 1972, in a 
memorable decision by Judge Leon Higginbotham in a Philadelphia 
courtroom that essentially threw out the NHL’s reserve clause. The NHL 
had filed lawsuits in a dozen different jurisdictions challenging the validity 
of the WHA contracts and ultimately, received an injunction against Hull, 
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which kept the former Blackhawk from suiting up for the Jets in the first 
month of the first WHA season (Hull bided his time, by helping to coach 
the team). 

Baldwin is blunt: Without Higginbotham’s verdict going their way, the 
WHA would have likely gone away quickly and quietly. 

“If you ever read the decision, it reads like a novel,” said Baldwin. “I’m not 
good at reading legal briefs. But it’s totally understandable and 
extraordinarily well written and gives the history of the NHL contract and 
then the absurdity of the NHL contract, where you can have a one-year 
contract that binds you to a team for life. It took him about 20 minutes to 
throw that thing out — and that, obviously, was a pivotal, pivotal moment 
for us, because if he hadn’t done it, we were through.” 

Towards the end of the WHA’s life, as Baldwin tried — and failed the first 
a couple of times — to negotiate the merger, the league decided to shift 
their recruiting efforts from established star players to the next generation 
of young players coming through the ranks. 

In the 1970s, the NHL had a 20-year-old draft, which meant players who 
were of legal age couldn’t play in the NHL. By then, with a few years of 
operational success under its collective belts, the WHA had proved to be 
a viable financial option. 

Ultimately, the biggest name to sign with the WHA was Wayne Gretzky, 
who began his illustrious playing career with the Indianapolis Racers, 
then owned by Nelson Skalbania. Gretzky played eight games for 
Indianapolis in the 1978-79 season before he was eventually traded/sold 
to the WHA’s Edmonton Oilers. But according to Baldwin, the first 
overtures to Gretzky were made by the Whalers. GM Jack Kelley flew to 
Toronto to meet with Gretzky’s representative, Gus Badali, and they had 
the framework of a contract in place. 

At that point, however, Baldwin said he was caught between two roles — 
one as the point man in the merger negotiations; the other as the 
operator of one of the league’s more successful franchises. In the end, 
he determined that he didn’t want to alienate the NHL any further at a 
delicate time in the negotiations — and so, passed on the chance to 
bring Gretzky to the Whalers. 

“But we were the first team that Gus Badali (Gretzky’s agent) negotiated 
with,” said Baldwin. “Jack Kelley flew into Toronto and called me and 
said, ‘look, I can get him. It’s $250,000 for five years — something like 
that.’ But I was then running point on the merger and my primary 
mandate was getting Hartford into the NHL. I told Jack: ‘The NHL doesn’t 
really want Hartford. Who’s kidding who?’ So, I called Jack and said: ‘I 
can’t do anything to alienate the NHL when it comes to Hartford’ — so we 
have to pass. Jack was upset. He was angry at me. But he also 
understood. I said, ‘what I am going to do is call Nelson Skalbania, 
somebody who I know is not getting into the league, and he’ll sign him. 
And that’s when I called Nelson, and that’s how it happened. 

“No question, when we didn’t get into the NHL the first time (in August 
1977) — when we thought we were going to get it done — that’s when 
we said, ‘OK, what can we do to hurt them the most?’ At that point, we 
had a two-fold strategy. The first was, if we were going to go after a big-
name player, we would drive the price up, but then not sign him – 
because by then, most of our teams couldn’t afford to do it anyway. But 
two was: ‘Go for the belly. Go for the jugular. Go for the young players, 
the juniors. That’s what Johnny Bassett did. Johnny did a fantastic job of 
putting that team together.” 

Bassett began by signing Ken Linseman, then 19, to a contract to play in 
Birmingham, where he’d relocated the Toronto Toros. Publicly, Baldwin 
made a show of disagreeing with Bassett’s strategy by fining him 
$100,000, because technically what he did ran afoul of league rules. 
Privately, the two had concocted the scheme together and the fine was 
never paid. In his memoir, Baldwin wrote: “From the outside, it looked like 
we were battling. But really, we were having the usual great time 
together.” 

Many of the players that opted to join the WHA did so, even though they 
were fearful of being blackballed by the NHL. 

Baldwin praised the courage of those players, noting: “The NHL back 
then were mean people. If you signed with the WHA that first year — like 
Larry Pleau or Ricky Ley or Brad Selwood did and the same with some of 
the executives — they were told, the NHL wasn’t going to take you back. 
At the end of the day, they probably would have. But right then and there, 
that was a real threat — because they’d had their own way for 50 years.” 

Baldwin says his first and most important memory of the WHA was 
winning a championship in the league’s inaugural season. 

“That first year was a Cinderella year,” said Baldwin. “We were the team, 
of all the teams, who went into the belly of the beast — because we went 
into Boston, at a time when the Bruins had one of their greatest teams 
ever. Bobby Orr. Phil Esposito. Ken Hodge — all the rest. They were 
incredible. And we decided to go in there and take them on. In a new 
league, in the hardest city of all. Doing that — and then winning 
everything – that was really, for me, my most enjoyable, exciting year in 
hockey. 

“The relationships that came after — certainly with the Howes — were 
extraordinary. To be able to have the Babe Ruth of hockey on your team, 
that was great. I have this great picture of Gordie from the final game of 
our first season in the NHL. We played Montreal in the playoffs, three-
out-of-five, and the third game was in Hartford and we lost three straight. 
But it was Gordie Howe, Bobby Hull, and Dave Keon all coming off the 
ice together, and that was the last time Gordie and Bobby ever played 
and set foot on the ice — and here they were, both in a Whaler uniform. 
People forget that.” 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Baldwin and his wife Karen shifted the 
base of operations for their movie and television production company, 
KEMB Productions, to Palm Springs, and launched a new undertaking 
called One on One entertainment. 

In Palm Springs, Baldwin says a little ex-WHA mafia has settled. Peter 
Pocklington is there as a full-time resident. Skalbania spends winters 
there. Michael Gobuty, former Jets’ owner, is there as well as Glen 
Sather, who ran the WHA Oilers before they were folded into the NHL in 
1979-80 and proceeded to win five Stanley Cup championships in seven 
years between 1984 and 1990. Gary Davidson, meanwhile, still lives in 
Newport Beach, Calif. — the Baldwins see him from time to time. 
Murphy, meanwhile, passed away in 2021, so he didn’t live to see the 
50th anniversary of his unorthodox creation. 

Baldwin says that he is aware of three tentative WHA reunions planned 
for later this year — in Las Vegas, Quebec and Whistler, B.C. Of the 
three, the one he’d be most interested in attending is in Quebec, because 
he got to know and love the city through the rivalry the Nordiques 
developed with the Whalers. 

After all this time, he is proud of the WHA’s enduring impact and that its 
memory lingers and resonates in professional hockey today. 

More than that … 

“We had fun,” said Baldwin, “and we liked each other. And I don’t know if 
that was ever the case with the NHL guys back in those days.” 
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The men’s hockey tournament at the Winter Olympics has begun, but if 
you’re an NHL fan you may not have noticed. This was supposed to be 
the big showdown, a rare best-on-best international tournament that 
would determine the world’s top hockey nation. Instead, COVID-19 
delays gave Gary Bettman his opening to withdraw NHL players. What 
we’re left with is … well, some decent stories and some solid hockey, 
sure. But it’s certainly not a best-on-best on the men’s side, because the 
best aren’t there. 

We might have to wait until 2026 for our next chance, or maybe we’ll get 
that World Cup in 2024. Either way, it will mean a long gap between 
opportunities for most of today’s stars. Connor McDavid, the best player 
in the world, has still never had a chance to represent his country in a 
true best-on-best, as the NHL didn’t go to the Olympics in 2018, and he 
was forced onto a hybrid Team North America in the 2016 World Cup. 
Now he’ll be closing in on 30 by the time he gets to put on a red maple 
leaf when the spotlight is brightest. 

If it’s any consolation, McDavid isn’t alone. As it turns out, you can build a 
reasonably decent roster out of Canadian NHL stars who never got the 
chance to represent their country in one of the biggest tournaments. So 
that’s what we’re going to do, with 12 forwards, six defensemen and two 
goalies worth of snubs, no-shows and missed opportunities. 

The ground rules here are that we’re looking for players who starred in 
the era of big best-on-best tournaments, which is to say nobody before 
the 1970s. “Best-on-best” means the Summit Series, the Canada 
Cup/World Cup, and the Olympics in the years that NHL players went, 
but not things like the world championships or world juniors, or the 
various all-star exhibitions that were played from time to time. And active 
players are allowed, but only if we’re pretty sure they won’t be on a 
Canadian roster in the future, so no McDavid or Nathan MacKinnon. 

(Full disclosure, I was originally going to include all of the major hockey 
counties in this roster, before realizing that pretty much all the selections 
would end up being from Canada. Apologies to my many American 
friends out there. If it’s any consolation, you’ve at least got that women’s 
hockey silver medal to look forward to.) 

As always, we build a great adequate team from the net out… 

Goaltenders 

We’ll start off with what might be a controversial question: What do we do 
with goalies who were taken as backups but never saw the ice? On the 
one hand, they didn’t actually play in a best-on-best, which is what we 
said we were looking for. On the other, unlike skaters who sat in the 
pressbox, the goalies would have at least pulled on the uniform, sat on 
the bench, and been (kind of) part of the game. 

When in doubt, I usually lean toward the side that’s going to make things 
more difficult for me, so I’m going to say that goalies who suited up but 
didn’t play aren’t eligible here. That means no Eddie Belfour (who was at 
the 2002 Olympics), Marc-Andre Fleury (2010 Olympics) or Ron Hextall 
(who was the backup at the 1987 Canada Cup but watched Grant Fuhr 
get every minute of action). 

As it turns out, we can still get a Hall of Famer into the mix, although we 
have to go back a few decades to do it. Let’s start with Bernie Parent, 
who managed to win back-to-back Vezinas and even finish as Hart 
Trophy runner-up in the mid-70s, but never played for Team Canada. 
That includes the 1976 Canada Cup, where Gerry Cheevers, Chico 
Resch, Rogie Vachon and Dan Bouchard got the call. That sounds like a 
snub, but the reality is that Parent had a neck injury and was advised not 
to play. Bad luck for him, but good news for us, as he’ll be our starter. 

I thought about trying to slip in Billy Smith as the backup, since he was 
hurt before he could get into the 1981 Canada Cup tournament and was 
snubbed in 1984. But his injury came in warmup, which means he was 
actually in uniform, so it feels a little dicey. Instead, I’ll make Eric 

Duhatschek happy by going with Mike Vernon, who was good enough to 
win a pair of Stanley Cups but couldn’t find his way onto a Canada Cup 
team. 

If we need a third-string option, we could look to guys like Chris Osgood, 
Kirk McLean, and J.S. Giguere. But with Parent and Vernon, we should 
be pretty well set. Let’s see if we can build a decent blue line for them. 

Defensemen 

Hey, here’s a fun thing I learned while doing this exercise: Defense is by 
far the hardest position to fill. 

Yeah, it turns out you can find legitimate Hall of Famers in net and up 
front. But on the blue line? Not really. I’m not sure what that tells us, 
although I’m leaning toward an explanation along the lines of “Team 
Canada sometimes gets a little too clever at forward and in goal, but 
when it comes to defensemen, they make sure to bring their best.” 

And no, we can’t use Bobby Orr. Most older fans remember he didn’t 
play in 1972 because of a knee operation. But even with his NHL career 
winding down, he was able to play in the inaugural Canada Cup in 1976, 
so he’s off our list. Sorry if you had already penciled him in. 

That said, I can find a couple of legitimate stars in the active ranks. No, 
not Cale Makar or Aaron Ekblad — we said we wouldn’t use anyone 
who’d be an obvious option for 2024 or 2026. But how about two guys 
that are well into their 30s, and unlikely to be serious considerations a 
few years from now? Give me Mark Giordano and Kris Letang, two guys 
who’ve played in world championships and (in Letang’s case) the world 
juniors, but never got an invite for a best-on-best tournament. 

I can find one more Norris winner for our squad, and if you know your 
history it’s probably not hard to guess who it is. Yes, it’s the same guy 
who remains the only eligible Norris winner not to be voted into the Hall 
of Fame, good old Randy Carlyle. I’ll stay around the same era to find his 
partner, which is easier said than done — remember, guys like Doug 
Crossman, Normand Rochefort and Randy Gregg were getting invites 
back then. But not my pick: Steve Duchesne, one of only 20 defensemen 
in the career 750-point club, and the highest-scoring Canadian blueliner 
to never get to rep his country in best-on-best. 

I’ve got some solid options for my third pairing, including a guy I always 
mix up with Duchesne in Jeff Brown. I could go with Glen Wesley or 
Garry Galley. And there’s even Dion Phaneuf, who had no shortage of 
international experience and nearly made both the 2010 and 2014 
Olympic teams, but was a near-miss both times. 

But while all those guys would be worthy, I’m going to go with a couple of 
underrated stars of the cap era. I’ll start with Mike Green, who was a 
memorable omission from the 2010 team. I’ll pair him with Brian 
Campbell, who never seemed to come all that close despite having a few 
seasons in the Norris conversation. 

That’s certainly not a bad group, but it’s one without a single Hall of 
Famer, at least until Letang or Giordano become eligible. Luckily, things 
will get easier up front … 

Forwards 

How would a line full of Hall of Famers grab you? OK, how about two? 

Tragically, this may be the first snub-adjacent list we’ve ever done where 
we can’t build our top line around Marcel Dionne, who played for Canada 
at the 1976 and 1981 Canada Cups. Instead, we’ll have to go with one of 
just five players in NHL history to outscore him, as we start our forwards 
with Ron Francis. He played for Team Canada at the world 
championships way back in 1985, then never wore a maple leaf again 
over a 23-year career. (Well, he did, but we’ve all agreed that that never 
happened.) He came very close in 1996, when he was part of the World 
Cup roster during the exhibition schedule, but pulled out due to injury 
before the tournament officially began, so he’s all ours. 

We’ll give him roughly 1,250 goals worth of support on his wings, as 
Dave Andreychuk and Dino Ciccarelli can both make our roster. Both 
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guys played in the world juniors and the world championships, but neither 
ever got the call for a best-on-best. 

Our second line will be centered by Adam Oates, who’ll play with fellow 
HHOFers Denis Savard and Cam Neely. I like this line a lot, not just for 
the late-80s/early-90s vibe, but because all three share something in 
common: None ever played for Canada at all, in any tournament. No 
juniors, no world championships, nothing at all. Oates apparently 
declined some invitations, Neely was often battling injuries in his best 
years, and there’s a theory that Savard was snubbed because Glen 
Sather was holding a grudge. Still, it’s pretty amazing none of those 
players ever got to represent their country internationally. 

We can start our third line with another Hall of Famer, and he’s a familiar 
name when we’re talking disrespect. Let’s get Bernie Federko in there, 
another Canadian star who never played for his country at any level. 
We’ll give him a linemate who might join him in the HHOF some day but 
hasn’t yet, as Pierre Turgeon gets a spot. Turgeon, of course, did play for 
Canada at the infamous 1987 world juniors, where he was accused of 
the unforgivable sin of staying on the bench during the brawl (which he 
kind of denies). Just in case of a repeat, we’ll want some toughness on 
this line to compensate, so let’s go with Dale Hunter, who never played 
for a Team Canada international entry but went on to coach a few. He’d 
have good chemistry with Turgeon, right? I can’t think of any reason they 
wouldn’t get along. This line should be great. 

We’re down to the fourth line and still have plenty of solid options. I could 
go with someone like Dave Taylor, Gary Roberts or Rick Vaive. Among 
current players, Jason Spezza stands out as an option. I can’t squeeze in 
Gordie Howe, who was retired for the 1972 Summit Series but showed 
up for the forgotten 1974 version, which wasn’t really best-on-best since 
it featured WHA players but it’s close enough that I won’t get cute. And 
then there’s Kirk Muller, who I’m really not sure what to do with — he 
went to the Olympics, but it was in 1984, before he’d even been drafted. 
Does that count? Not according to the rules I laid out, but I’ve got so 
many strong options that I’ll err on the side of caution. 

So let’s start our fourth line with one more Hall of Famer, as we can land 
Jacques Lemaire. An eight-time Cup winner with the Habs dynasty who 
had three 90-point seasons before he became a coach and ruined the 
sport by inventing defense, Lemaire had no international experience as a 
player (but was behind the bench as an assistant at the Olympics). We’ll 
give him a fellow 70s star on the wing in Charlie Simmer, a two-time first-
team all-star who had back-to-back 56-goal seasons in 1979-80 and 
1980-81, and man that must be a record for hyphens in one sentence. 
Simmer probably would have been on the Canada Cup team in 1981, but 
he broke his leg late in that season and was still recovering. 

For my last spot, I’m going to move up to the 1980s with a guy who had 
one of the greatest offensive years in NHL history. In fact, he has the 
most points in one season of anyone not named Gretzky, Lemieux, 
Yzerman or Esposito. Yes, it’s time to squeeze in Bernie Nicholls, who 
had 70 goals and 150 points on the Kings’ second line in 1988-89. He 
wasn’t exactly a one-hit wonder — he had 112 points the next year and 
finished with more than 1,200 for his career — but that one mega-season 
will always be his calling card. Unfortunately, it came right in between the 
1987 and 1991 Canada Cups, a classic case of bad timing for him and 
good timing for our roster. 
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The Athletic / At All-Star weekend, sticks are the hot currency between 
NHL players looking to boost their collections 

 

By Sean Shapiro  

Feb 8, 2022  

  

LAS VEGAS — Zach Werenski was one of the big winners of NHL All-
Star weekend. 

The Columbus Blue Jackets defenseman won the Fountain Face-Off — 
the skills competition event on the Bellagio Fountain — and was on the 
Metropolitan Division team that won the All-Star Game, getting a share of 
the $1 million dollar purse. 

He was also a pretty successful trader, snagging two of the marquee 
items from the All-Star Game stick market, heading back to Columbus 
with signed sticks from Victor Hedman and Claude Giroux. 

“It’s a good start to a collection,” Werenski said. “I’m gonna start working 
on growing it a bit more here in the second half of the season.” 

Both Hedman and Giroux were already on Werenski’s wish list, but the 
fact they won the Hardest Shot Competition and All-Star Game MVP, 
respectively, added a bit to the memory of the weekend. 

“Werenski came to me early to ask,” Hedman said after winning the 
hardest shot. “If any of the others want one they know where to find me.” 

The hockey stick is a personal record of a player. Their choice of curve 
and flex, the length and the weight, down to the tape job, which has been 
practiced and mastered over the course of a player’s career. You can 
learn a lot about a player by simply picking up a twig and paying 
attention. 

NHL sticks also have a short lifespan. Some players use a new one each 
game, and teams will typically go through 3,000 to 4,000 sticks in an 82-
game season depending on the individual users. 

That’s why sticks have become ideal currency for NHL players who also 
dabble as collectors, and All-Star weekend is the prime setup for the stick 
exchange. Players do trade sticks during the regular season, but it’s not 
nearly as common since asking for an opponent’s stick before or after a 
game can be a bit awkward. 

During All-Star weekend, players share a locker room with their typical 
opponents, the mood is much lighter, it’s laid back, and trading sticks 
isn’t going to be seen as a potential distraction. 

It’s also a confidence thing, Werenski said, because a young player 
asking another player for his stick during the regular season can be 
intimidating. At the All-Star Game, everyone has All-Star status and 
therefore the cache to request a trade. 

“I’m a young guy so I don’t know if I have the pull to ask for a guy’s stick 
yet,” Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar said. “But I’m gonna 
try (here in Las Vegas). Everybody here is on my list. Hopefully, it’s a full 
plane on the way home.” 

Makar’s teammate Nazem Kadri already has a “small, but not huge” stick 
collection that he’s acquired throughout his career. But this being his first 
All-Star weekend, it was a prime opportunity to make some exchanges. 

“Definitely chipping away now,” Kadri said. 

The Pavelski family was the most active when it came to stick 
acquisitions in Las Vegas. 

Joe and his 11-year-old son Nate went into the weekend with a plan of 
bringing home at least a dozen sticks between the two of them. They 
surpassed that goal, collecting 16 combined, starting the collection with a 
stick from Anaheim Ducks forward Trevor Zegras. 

With the 10 that Nate Pavelski’s friend Owen Baldwin, who also made 
the trip to Vegas, 26 sticks had to make it back to Dallas. In total, they 
weighed 29.6 pounds when placed on the scale at Harry Reid 
International Airport. 

“I was happy to give him one,” San Jose Sharks forward Timo Meier said. 
“I think he’s got a good collection, so that’s awesome to be a part of that.” 
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Meier said he isn’t a big stick collector himself, neither is Giroux, but both 
said it’s an honor that another All-Star wants your stick. 

“When somebody asks me that, I kind of ask myself, ‘Why?'” Giroux said. 
“But it’s obviously a great honor when somebody asks you that.” 

Whether a player collects sticks themselves or not was also a pretty good 
indicator if they brought extras for that purpose to Las Vegas. 

A growing stick collection requires the space to keep all that extra 
compounded carbon fiber — it hasn’t been lumber for years — and Alex 
Ovechkin has an entire room in his home filled with more than 200 sticks. 
Ovechkin wasn’t able to participate at All-Star weekend after a positive 
COVID-19 test, but undoubtedly would’ve been using this All-Star Game 
to add at least a few to his collection. 

For those who don’t want to dedicate an entire room to others’ sticks, or 
maybe wanted to avoid figuring out how to pack extra sticks, getting your 
own autographed was good enough. 

Minnesota Wild goalie Cam Talbot was well aware this may have been 
his first and only All-Star appearance, and one way he’ll remember it is 
with the signed goalie stick that he passed around to other players 
throughout the weekend for signatures. 

“Good thing with the goalie stick is you’ve got all that space for all the 
signatures,” Talbot said. “If you were a skater you have to be selective or 
only get a couple of guys, I can get everyone on one stick and hang it on 
the wall if I want … you also only have a limited stock as a goalie to 
actually trade back in return.” 
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Arena Digest / Coyotes sign lease to play at new Arizona State arena 

 

by Kevin Reichard  

February 10, 2022 

 

It’s official: the NHL’s Arizona Coyotes signed a two-season lease, with 
the option for a third season, to play home games at a new Arizona State 
arena opening this fall. 

The Coyotes will play all their home games at the venue from 2022-23 
through the 2024-25 NHL season with an additional option for the 2025-
26 season. 

The lease, as well as upgrades to add NHL requirements to the NCAA 
facility, was approved today by the Arizona Board of Regents. It’s a small 
college arena–and, quite honestly, at 5,000 seats, it’s a little small even 
by NCAA standards–and not designed at all for the needs of an NHL 
team. But the Coyotes have agreed to fund upgrades. 

“We are thrilled that we have arranged to play our home games in 
Arizona State University’s new multi-purpose arena starting next 
season,” Coyotes President & CEO Xavier A. Gutierrez said via press 
release. “This will be an incredible, intimate and exciting fan experience 
in a state-of-the-art new arena in a fantastic location in the heart of 
Tempe. We are very grateful to Dr. Crow, the ASU Administration, ASU 
Athletic Department, and the Arizona Board of Regents for agreeing to 
provide us with this temporary arena solution for our team as we continue 
our efforts to secure a long-term home for the Coyotes in the Valley.” 

“We are pleased to help the Coyotes by providing a temporary home 
while their new arena is built,” Morgan R. Olsen, ASU executive vice 
president, treasurer and CFO, said via press release. “We are beyond 

excited to open this wonderful new ASU arena, and this agreement just 
makes it even more special.” 

“The National Hockey League thanks Arizona State University for its 
support of the Coyotes during this transition period and for what will be 
just its latest major commitment to growing our game in the Valley,” NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman said via press release. “Having made the 
full-time transition to Division I just seven years ago, ASU hockey already 
has an NCAA Tournament appearance to its credit and now is moving 
into a new, state-of-the-art facility. Hockey is thriving in Tempe, and we 
are delighted that the Coyotes’ passionate fans will get to experience 
ASU’s on-campus energy while the club’s new arena is being built.” 

The Coyotes are also negotiating with Ice Den Scottsdale to make the 
complex the team’s full-time practice facility. Ice Den Scottsdale was built 
in 1998 as the Coyotes primary practice facility. Since moving to 
Glendale in 2003, the Coyotes have continued to use the facility when 
Gila River Arena was unavailable due to concerts and other events. 

This plan only makes sense if the team’s Tempe plans come to fruition. 
We’ve outlined them here, but basically the team is working with the city 
on a $1.7-billion mixed-use office/entertainment/housing development 
anchored by a new Coyotes arena. Opposition comes from Phoenix and 
Sky Harbor officials who say the development may impact airport 
operations, but that’s a bit of a red herring: the FAA and not city officials 
determine potential impacts on airport operations. (Indeed, the FAA has 
been known to reject sporting venues based on airport impact. One early 
location for Las Vegas’s Allegiant Stadium was rejected because of FAA 
concerns.) A local group opposes the project because of the potential 
impact on Tempe finances, but as the arena and development are 
privately financed, there’s some debate over that as well, although 
concerns about community benefits should certainly be addressed when 
we potentially see some public debate on the proposal. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Teetering on the abyss, Oilers turn to 
another new coach 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNIC 

February 10, 2022, 10:34 PM 

 

Ken Holland fought -- internally and externally -- against making panic 
moves during Edmonton’s 2-11-2 December/January swoon. 

He wasn’t willing to give up second- or third-round picks (or, potentially 
both in the latter’s case) for Martin Jones or Joonas Korpisalo. He didn’t 
want to make another coaching change -- which would mean seven for 
the Oilers in 10 years. He took a risk on Evander Kane. 

Holland also believed the Oilers were better than they showed, and the 
expected goals for and against supported some belief. A 5-0-1 spurt into 
All-Star gave him hope those instincts were right. 

But, in a season where missing the playoffs is not an option, two 
impotent performances out of the break brought the walls crashing down. 
Holland woke up Thursday, called owner Daryl Katz and replaced Dave 
Tippett with Jay Woodcroft. 

“We’ve been up and down like a toilet seat,” he said later in the 
afternoon. “Chasing the game for two months.” 

It’s the most mind-numbing stat of the 2021-22 season. Edmonton’s 
opened the scoring just 12 times in 44 games. That’s the worst in the 
NHL. With Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, you’d think at least 20 
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first goals would happen by accident. (The Oilers are shooting 7.3 per 
cent at five-on-five with McDavid on the ice, by far the lowest number 
since his arrival. You have to believe that will improve, but it’s another 
reason they’re struggling.) 

The math was good for Edmonton. They had five games in hand on Los 
Angeles and six on Anaheim. All of the COVID cancellations meant a 
jam-packed schedule, but the Oilers controlled their fate. Two losses 
dropped their winning percentage to .557, lower than both the Kings 
(.585) and the Ducks (.573). Those are the clubs they must catch. 

We’re at DEFCON 1. 

Recent Edmonton Oilers coaches 

Ralph Krueger: 2012-13 

Dallas Eakins: 2013-14 to 2014-15 

Todd Nelson: 2014-15 

Todd McLellan: 2015-16 to 2018-19 

Ken Hitchcock: 2018-19 

Dave Tippett: 2019-20 to 2021-22 

Jay Woodcroft: Present 

Woodcroft, 45, looks young, but as a video and assistant coach was in 
the NHL for 1,000 games before taking the head job at AHL Bakersfield. 
The Condors won the Pacific Division playoffs last year and had a .632 
winning percentage this season. One thing I do remember: as an 
assistant for Team North America at the 2016 World Cup, some players 
were struck by how much responsibility he had on an experienced staff. 

There’s already talk about how much he’ll lean on some of the players he 
knows, but the biggest challenge will be fixing two of the Oilers’ major 
maladies: allowing chances against the rush and in the slot, where they 
rank among the worst in the NHL. Mike Smith got a Bronx cheer for 
allowing two early goals on Wednesday night, but both came on cleanly-
completed cross-ice passes that left him little chance. 

Whatever systemic changes Woodcroft considers, the Oilers’ schedule 
doesn’t allow for much practice time. They’ve got six games in the next 
10 days. But those things are more than just x’s-and-o’s, it’s about 
energy, will and edge. Edmonton looked listless much of the last two 
games. 

Twelve-hundred kilometres southwest, Vancouver got a Bruce Boudreau 
bounce when he took over. Teetering on the abyss, Edmonton hopes for 
the same. 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. Best line about Martin St. Louis’s hiring came from one of his former 
coaches: “I can’t wait for the first time one of his players grabs a stat 
sheet, angrily pointing at his ice-time and saying, ‘You didn’t play me 
enough!’” St. Louis apparently was famous for that. 

There were jokes about St. Louis being a PeeWee coach and he 
referenced it himself at his media conference, but he’s always used those 
kinds of doubts as red meat on his Hall-of-Fame journey. “I'm not coming 
here to be a substitute teacher,” he said. “I have every intention of being 
here a long time.” John Tortorella (not the source of the previous quote) 
tried to get St. Louis to commit full-time to Columbus, and there were 
times Montreal executive VP Jeff Gorton wanted him more involved with 
the Rangers. But it was always going to be on St. Louis’ schedule, when 
he was no longer going to be coaching his sons. GM Kent Hughes and 
St. Louis grew close when their children played together, and people who 
know both weren’t anywhere near as surprised as the rest of us. 

2. Why now, and not after the season? A couple of reasons. First, you 
can’t allow your young players to think too many efforts like this week’s 7-
1 loss to New Jersey are acceptable. “It’s time for our team right now to 
start showing…that we’re not going to roll over,” Hughes said. “We 

understand that we’re not going to make the playoffs, but we’re not going 
to roll over.” The Canadiens had too many lifeless performances. 
Second, Gorton/Hughes are about to make franchise-altering personnel 
decisions. They wanted St. Louis to collect information up-close and in-
place. See who is part of the problem and who is part of the solution. 
They trust his input and want that intel. 

3. St. Louis appeared one year ago on the Hockey IQ podcast with Greg 
Revak and Dan Dukart. He said that as the kids he coached got older, 
he’d send them clips with a request that they let him know what he’s 
looking for. “I’d like them to search for the answer instead of me giving 
them the answer.” Other philosophical highlights: “The most important 
guys on the ice are the guys without the puck, not the guy with the 
puck…While the puck carrier is doing that, everybody else has to cover 
ice and get between the coverage,” and “Every game you’re going to 
have three, four, five plays that you want back…I definitely don’t want 
them to think they’ve got to play a perfect game…I’d rather you make a 
bad read than no read at all.” 

4. There was a rumour Tortorella might join St. Louis as an assistant. He 
said no with a laugh: “I’d be the worst assistant coach ever.” 

5. There were rumblings Dallas considered a coaching change. I think 
they’ve decided to stay with Rick Bowness -- behind the bench as the 
Stars beat Nashville 4-3 on Wednesday night -- but they looked into 
some options. 

6. There’s a reason Vegas has been so tight-lipped with timelines -- 
there’s no guarantee everyone stays healthy. According to the 
@ManGamesLostNHL Twitter account, the Golden Knights entered the 
All-Star break fifth in injury-related absences behind Pittsburgh, Buffalo, 
Philadelphia and Vancouver. Mark Stone didn’t play Wednesday night in 
Calgary, with a back problem that’s forced him to miss 20 of the team’s 
48 games. 

With Jack Eichel’s return appearing closer and closer, sometimes 
decisions are made for you. Eichel is now doing team drills and system 
work, “Fully integrated,” as GM Kelly McCrimmon said Tuesday. “That’s 
the important next step for us. It’s not impossible that he looks more 
ready to play than he is. His fitness? Exceptional. The next step is 
physical contact.” 

As if Vegas/Colorado next Wednesday wasn’t enough of a spicy 
meatball, imagine Eichel’s debut as part of it. Love my Penn & Teller at 
the Rio, but not missing that game to try and figure out how Teller climbs 
out of the box to start their show. Vince McMahon would do it, but 
McCrimmon was non-committal. There’s an obvious reason why. “We’ve 
anticipated for some time, the realities that we need to make 
corresponding moves,” he said. “I don’t know that I need to say more 
than that.” 

7. Putting Stone on long-term injury for the rest of the season will create 
howls of protest, but after Chicago in 2015 and Tampa Bay last season, 
the horse is so far out of the barn that it might as well be on Mars. (The 
league is moving more aggressively on checking these things, but an 
injury is an injury.) At the very least, they could put him on it now, activate 
Eichel (and possibly Alec Martinez) thereby punting any further decisions 
closer to the deadline. 

8. The whole situation’s led to some uncomfortable guessing games. 
Extension talks currently are quiet with Reilly Smith, but an agent 
reminded that Martinez re-signed last summer on July 28, the day free-
agency opened. So they’re not afraid to wait before re-kindling a 
romance. Original Knight Brayden McNabb did get re-signed, which 
raised some eyebrows. Not because McNabb isn’t deserving -- he sure is 
-- but, if they wanted to move him, they easily could have done so. There 
certainly would have been interest. If a trade does become a necessity, 
one exec guessed McCrimmon is going to try it from another angle: “You 
want a good player who can help you for less than market value? We’re 
willing to do that. It won’t cost you as much as other teams will ask.” 
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9. Mentioned on Jeff Marek’s show about teams believing in Tyler Toffoli 
and Calgary. A few others reached out to say they wonder if Los Angeles 
considers a reunion. The Kings are looking for scoring. 

10. There are some Western Conference teams considering Christian 
Dvorak. It's been a nightmare season, but they know he’s much better 
than this. 

11. This could all be moot because he’s not inclined to move, but 
Jaroslav Halak has not yet reached his $1.25M games-played bonus, 
because it’s for 10 starts -- not 10 appearances. There’s been a lot of 
debate about whether or not this or his “other” bonus ($250,000 for a 
.905 save percentage or better) can be shared between teams. 
According to several capologists, there can be no sharing. One team has 
to pay all of it, but, as part of a trade, the acquiring team could agree to 
accept it if worthwhile. But, again, this may all be moot if Halak declines 
to move. 

12. If the Canucks didn’t move on Cammi Granato, at least one other 
team indicated they were going to ask Seattle for permission to talk about 
a promotion. Mentioned Gina Kingsbury last week. Another candidate to 
keep an eye on: Theresa Feaster. 

13. In a potentially significant development, San Jose acting GM Joe Will 
told local reporters that conversations with Tomas Hertl and agent Craig 
Oster have both sides believing the player wants to stay. “So now it’s 
about finding a way to have that happen,” Will said. “He’s a player that 
we want as part of our team and we’re going to do everything we can to 
make that happen.” Will also wouldn’t commit to what could happen if 
Hertl reaches the deadline unsigned. 

14. The more I watch Rasmus Sandin, the more I’d be surprised if 
Toronto traded him. 

15. There’s obviously interest in Ottawa’s Nick Paul. In the past several 
seasons, the Senators let some complicated negotiations get closer -- if 
not right to the deadline -- before trading the player (Matt Duchene, Mark 
Stone). Paul is going to get a deserving payday, but one hopeful team 
was pessimistic about acquiring him “because that’s a contract that 
makes too much sense” for Ottawa. 

16. Also wonder if it makes more sense for Ottawa to offer to retain 
salary on Michael Del Zotto (18 points in 13 games at AHL Belleville) 
rather than buy him out. Wild stat: he’s 25th in AHL defencemen scoring. 

17. For unrestricted defencemen, teams are asking for what Columbus 
received last season for David Savard. That was a first- and a third-round 
pick. We will see if that changes. 

18. There’s interest in New Jersey’s Pavel Zacha, but what I didn’t realize 
is how much less he’s used on faceoffs this season. The Devils also 
have Nico Hischier and Jack Hughes on the left side. Hischier is very 
good (54 per cent) and Hughes has to learn the skill (30 per cent). 
Zacha’s previous full-season low for face-offs was 457. He’s at 171 so far 
this year. 

19. There are teams doing their due diligence on Vitali Kravtsov, making 
sure the forward will return to the NHL next season. The answer is yes. 

20. Another “newer” name interviewed as part of Anaheim’s recently-
completed GM search: Dallas assistant GM Scott White. 

21. Chicago’s known GM candidate list -- Peter Chiarelli, Mathieu 
Darche, incumbent Kyle Davidson, Cubs assistant GM Jeff Greenberg, 
Scott Mellanby and Eric Tulsky -- has to be the widest spectrum of 
candidates ever assembled. It’s like a Canadian election debate. You’ve 
got the conservative, the liberal, the new democrat, the green, the rhino, 
the bloc quebecois, you pick who is who. It’s led to speculation that the 
Blackhawks might be trying to hire more than one of them, which might 
not work because current teams could choose to block what wouldn’t be 
seen as a promotion. It’s also possible the team is trying to collect ideas 
of others’ best practices they can use themselves. It’s going to be 
interesting to see how the Blackhawks proceed in narrowing down the 
candidates, because it appears that some of the people doing the 

interviewing value things differently. That also might explain the eclectic 
mix. 

22. Arizona got its deal done with Arizona State. The revenue split looks 
as follows: ASU keeps arena naming rights and sponsorship revenue. 
The Coyotes keep the gate, their merchandising sales and a piece of 
concessions. Still no official word on seating. I’ve previously mentioned 
rumours of 3,200. My guess is somewhere between there and 4,000. But 
no certainty. What also isn’t known yet is average ticket price. I’ve heard 
there’s been a couple of different models with a higher average, but 
again, no certainty. 

23. I thought people were supposed to come back relaxed from the All-
Star break. Instead, two major hearings after the second night of games. 
When Milan Lucic ran over Ryan Miller in 2011, then-Buffalo GM Darcy 
Regier passionately argued at the next meeting that goalies had to be 
protected at all costs. Thirty-five years ago Brad Marchand’s shots at 
Tristan Jarry would have led to a 30-minute brawl with 620 minutes in 
penalties. Those days are gone, but his peers agreed with Regier there 
couldn’t be open season on netminders. The moment Marchand took 
shots at a goalie, he was in big trouble. 

24. Marcus Foligno was fortunate he didn’t get an in-person hearing like 
Jason Spezza did. 

25. One interesting point of view about both incidents: do linesmen have 
to become more aggressive? Not sure anyone’s crazy about the visuals 
of an official “working over” a player, but Marchand in particular should 
have been prevented from getting to Jarry a second time. 

26. Loved dealing with Tuukka Rask over the years. It may not have 
mattered in the long run, but he was robbed by the lost AHL starts this 
year due to COVID. That really disrupted his opportunity. Favourite 
memory: when Boston eliminated Buffalo in the 2010 Stanley Cup 
playoffs, I asked Rask post-game if it meant anything more to him that he 
outduelled Ryan Miller -- then at the height of his powers. He gave the 
standard cliche answer. One teammate overhead and rolled his eyes. “Of 
course you did,” he laughed. 

27. Don’t know if I’ve ever received more texts and comments about 
peoples’ kids enjoying the skills competition. That’s the audience that 
matters. 

28. Very glad to hear that the NHL will start work with Sheldon Kennedy’s 
Respect Group, in March. 

29. In early January, Ottawa did ask the NHL about moving home games 
to the United States. It was around the same time Winnipeg considered 
the same with Saskatoon. But it didn’t go far. Logistics too much of a 
challenge. But they did ask. 

30. As the NHL opens to different ideas and perspectives, keep an eye 
on Olli Jokinen. He wants to coach here and is behind the bench for 
Jukurit in Finland’s Liiga. They’ve missed the playoffs the past five years, 
but he’s got them in second place in this, his debut season. NYI draftee 
Aatu Raty was traded there. He has 25 points in 26 games. 

31. Unsolicited advice for Shane Wright: almost every Canadian junior 
phenom has their game picked apart. It happened to Jason Spezza, it 
happened to John Tavares. Eyes on the prize. Unfortunate he’s lost so 
many games. 

32. Take the time and listen to Darryl Sydor’s story on Corey Hirsch’s 
Blindsided podcast. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames defence uses big hits, big goals to secure win in 
'playoff-type game' 
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Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

February 11, 2022, 1:59 AM 

 

CALGARY -- It was the type of hit an NHL playoff series can be built 
around. 

At the tail end of a tight opening period, Nikita Zadorov spotted Ondrej 
Kase trying to leave his zone with his head down, setting up the type of 
blast the Flames’ six-foot-six defenceman lives for. 

The Maple Leafs, predictably, saw it as questionable, as Kase left the 
game. 

The Flames saw it as the turning point. 

For the Flames blue line it was only the start, as the rest of Zadorov’s 
back end brethren would soon find ways to join him centre stage against 
a relentless Leafs squad. 

One night after the Flames’ defencemen racked up six points in a romp 
over Vegas, the lads repeated the feat, adding six more in a 5-2 win. 

Two of the three goals scored by Flames defenders came in a three-
minute span in which the hosts broke a 1-1 game wide open midway 
through the evening -- the first time this season the sextet combined for a 
hattie. 

Sure, Jacob Markstrom followed up his eighth shutout with a 46-save 
effort that tied a (surprising) franchise record for the most saves in a 
home game. 

His 18 saves in a scoreless first period prevented the visitors from 
stealing this one early. 

But the spotlight on this night belonged to the lads protecting him. 

“All six of us played well tonight, even if you’re not on the scoresheet,” 
said Rasmus Andersson, whose two-point night included a late goal and 
a pass to Noah Hanifin that kickstarted a four-goal outburst for the 
Flames. 

“If you look at it, we’ve got three defencemen scoring tonight, Z (Zadorov) 
lays out a really good hit that gets the crowd going, Guddy (Erik 
Gudbranson) and Tanny (Chris Tanev) are good on the PK every night.” 

On this night the latter two anchored a penalty kill unit that blanked the 
league’s top power play on all three chances. 

Not easy, with Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander 
buzzing around. 

Tanev was at his shot-blocking best while adding a breakout pass to 
Johnny Gaudreau that led to an Elias Lindholm strike late in the second 
period. 

In the three minutes prior to that, Hanifin and Oliver Kylington scored 32 
seconds apart to lift a raucous crowd to its feet as part of an intense 
matchup that felt an awful lot like a playoff tilt. 

“We felt it for sure,” said Hanifin of an atmosphere jacked up by a large 
number of Leafs fans. 

“You could tell there was a lot of jam in the building, especially after Z’s 
hit there it got pretty rowdy. It was a competitive game. It was a playoff-
type of game, two good teams and that’s how we have to play. You want 
to be a team that can break teams down and use your building.” 

That’s five wins in a row at home now for a team that has outscored 
opponents 24-4 over that span. 

It’s a nice spot to be for a team with five more consecutive Dome dates 
on the docket. 

“Now we’re starting to find that rhythm and get comfortable,” said Hanifin, 
who assisted on Kylington’s point blast. 

“With all these home games we really have to take advantage. If we’re 
going to be a winning team we have to win in different ways. We can’t 
just rely on those top guys. Obviously they’re incredible for us but 
everyone has to contribute depending on the type of game it is.” 

With the score out of hand in the third this one got physical, as the 
frustrated visitors crashed the net repeatedly, prompting Gudbranson and 
Zadorov to step in to demonstrate their worth in other ways. 

This Flames club is not a fun team to play against. 

Especially if the defencemen start taking the coach’s wishes for 
secondary scoring this seriously. 

“We were trying to get them to shoot more tonight,” said Darryl Sutter of 
a blue line that didn’t score a game-winner until the new year. 

“Over the course of the year your defencemen have to score to be 
successful in this league approximately 35 goals as a group, and we 
were under that. After tonight we might be close to it.” 

Indeed, the lads are now at 20, adding their fourth game-winner in the 
last three weeks. 

“It says a lot,” said Andersson of the team’s lopsided wins over 
measuring stick squads like Vegas and Toronto. 

“We have good character in the room and were ready to play coming off 
the break. 

"It feels really good to win back-to-back games especially at home and 
get the crowd going. Honestly, it felt like before this we didn’t really have 
any home games. We’ve got to build up the swagger and I think this was 
a good start.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 Maple Leafs Takeaways: Campbell's struggles continue, 
Kase takes scary hit 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 10, 2022, 11:55 PM 

 

Darryl Sutter hockey is playoff hockey. 

It’s forechecking and penalty killing. It’s north-south and nasty. 

It scrums between whistles and dares you to take a breather. 

It outhits you, blocks more shots than you, and bets on getting better 
goaltending than you. 

It prefers to outwork than overthink. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs were fed a heaping Darryl Sutter Special at 
Scotiabank Saddledome on Thursday, as the Flames made the best of 
their opportunities and rode a wave of five unanswered goals en route to 
a 5-2 comeback victory. 

"I thought our guys played hard, I thought we made plays, I thought we 
controlled the game," Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. "But when you 
make those kind of mistakes, you can’t win. 

"We just have to not let things snowball." 
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Campbell outduelled as Leafs marksmen no match for Markstrom 

Jacob Markstrom was phenomenal, making 46 saves. 

Jack Campbell was less so, making 21. 

Though Campbell is hardly the only one to blame for the loss, when the 
score of a tight, hard-fought match is knotted 1-1 midway through, you 
cannot surrender three goals on three shots and expect to win. 

The Maple Leafs’ hardworking penalty kill was mostly excellent, so Oliver 
Kylington’s power-play shot seeping through from the point was tough to 
swallow. 

"Couple tough bounces, couple errors I made. But I'll fix those," Campbell 
said. "Definitely could've won the hockey game." 

Campbell has now given up five goals in three of his past six starts. 

Credit the Calgary offence, which builds momentum by flying north and 
not shying away from physicality. 

“Their best players, the way that they’re playing, it just seems like they’ve 
got renewed confidence,” said Keefe, who’s always held Calgary’s 
defence in high regard. “Their best guys weren’t playing with the same 
confidence and swagger [last season] that they seem to be now.” 

Will Keefe give his all-star a chance to redeem himself Saturday in 
Vancouver? Or does Petr Mrazek — winner of four straight — get some 
run? 

‘Scary’ hit takes out Kase 

When all six feet, six inches of nasty Nikita Zadorov steps in the way — 
feet planted, elbow tucked — of six-foot Ondrej Kase and catches the 
winger with his head down, you can’t help but think of the kamikaze’s 
concussion history. 

Kase’s helmet went flying from the thunderous impact and beelined it to 
the dressing room once he got to his feet. He remained off the ice due to 
precautionary reasons and there was no update on his health postgame. 

Toronto’s Morgan Rielly immediately went after Zadorov in retaliation, 
taking a cross-checking minor the team happily killed. 

But with the Leafs only dressing 11 forwards to start, Kase’s absence 
threw the units out of rhythm even more. 

“Anytime someone’s helmet falls off, it can be scary,” former Flame T.J. 
Brodie said on the broadcast. “Hopefully he’s all right.” 

"Kaser means so much to our team, and he's got a tough injury history," 
Campbell added. "So, we're praying for him." 

Keefe and John Tavares both took issue with the check. 

"My opinion is it should be an automatic... it's a violent hit. We're trying to 
get those hits out of the game that injure players like that," Keefe said. "I 
thought there should've been a call." 

Added Tavares: "I didn't like it. I thought [Zadorov's] hands finsihed up 
high." 

So nestled against the salary cap are the Maple Leafs that when 
Matthews took a rest from practice Tuesday, the club invited University of 
Toronto skaters Brendan Bornstein and Kyle Potts as fill-ins. 

"I played with Pottsy," Jason Spezza said of his temporary wingman. "We 
chatted all day. I tried to get some laughs out of him and just make him 
feel relaxed. A good opportunity for those guys to come and experience 
an NHL practice. 

“You try to have fun with it. You try to help him out. When you come to a 
new team, you can get a little new-drill-itis going on, so we tried to help 
him out and make sure he knows the drill before we get going.” 

Spezza can see the fun side of the scenario, but we doubt Nick Ritchie 
and Kyle Clifford are laughing. 

Because the NHL ditched its taxi squads and because the American 
League is on all-star hiatus, Ritchie and Clifford are stuck in limbo, 
without games or practices. They are squeezing in sessions with 
Toronto’s development staff this week, but they cannot be on the roster 
sucking up valuable cap space. 

GM Kyle Dubas shared his message to the veterans: “This is our group. 
It's largely constrained by the salary cap. We need you to go down and 
continue to stay active. We know you're probably not happy about it, but 
you've got a great group of people that can work with you there with the 
Marlies staff and our player development group. So, use that to try to 
keep yourself ready for when you're needed here.” 

Ritchie is a $2.5-million cap hit, but the Leafs can bury about half of that if 
he’s in the minors. 

So even with Wayne Simmonds missing Thursday’s game due to the 
birth of his second child, the Leafs deployed seven defencemen instead 
of recalling Ritchie. 

“Do I wish every player that we sign worked out perfectly? Of course,” 
Dubas said. “And I just don't think the story is done at this point for any of 
those players that are in our system, or we've signed, that it hasn't 
worked out yet for.” 

Toronto is projecting to accrue $1.02 million is space by the March 21 
trade deadline, per CapFriendly.com. 

Muzzin returns, but so do the minuses 

Until Kase left, the Maple Leafs had nearly made it through their first 
period of the season at full health. 

Hardnosed defender Jake Muzzin returned to the lineup after missing 
seven games with a concussion. 

A major focus for the coaching staff is getting its shutdown duo of Justin 
Holl and Muzzin rolling strong again. 

“I think it’s some of his play with the puck,” coach Sheldon Keefe 
acknowledged of Muzzin’s uneven season. “He’s looking for some 
consistency there, to move it out clean out of our end and get going. This 
type of reset maybe may turn into a positive for him in that sense.” 

After nearly a month away, Muzzin and Holl have some work to do. 

The duo had issues with Calgary’s speed and determination at even-
strength, but did an admirable job on the penalty kill, which saw a ton of 
work early. 

Muzzin was a dash-2, Holl a dash-3. 

“We’re really happy to have him back,” Keefe said. “He’s a very important 
player for us.” 

That sound you hear is a deep sigh of relief from Leafs Nation. 

Auston Matthews needed assessment and a (planned) day off after 
suffering an inadvertent glancing blow to the head from the knee of Brett 
Pesce late in Monday’s win over the Hurricanes. 

But the Hart Trophy candidate happily reported that it was “nothing 
serious” and that he wouldn’t miss this game. 

“It just happened so quick. I just felt like I got hit in the side of the head 
pretty hard and wasn’t expecting it,” Matthews said. “So, I was just a bit 
shaken up.” 

Everything looked back to normal in Calgary, as an engaged Matthews 
swiped 74 per cent of his faceoffs, pinged a crossbar, and he and Mitch 
Marner combined for a silly 18 shots, generating chances aplenty. 

Matthews set up rookie Michael Bunting with a pretty drop-pass assist to 
extend his point streak to six games. 
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Marner’s career-high 10 shots on Markstrom suggest he was hoping to 
extend his goal streak to nine games. Alas, Calgary’s goalie was too 
dialled in. 

One-Timers: The Leafs will hold a short practice Friday in Vancouver 
ahead of Saturday's game.... Simmonds will miss practice but will be 
ready to play Saturday.... High-danger chances: 8-8. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dave Tippett's fate with Oilers ironically sealed by poor 
defensive play 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

February 10, 2022, 7:57 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Of all the reasons, some real but far more perceived, 
that Dave Tippett was fired on Thursday, the one that stands out the 
most is this: 

Remember when Tippett was hired, and some people worried that 
bringing in a defensive-minded coach like Tippett would stifle the prized 
offensive savants that stocked the Oilers' top lines? 

“We draft No. 1 overall for this many years, and now we’re going to bring 
in a defence-first guy?” they said. 

“Look at his teams in Arizona,” they said. “He’ll ruin Connor McDavid!” 

Well, as it all came to that predictable Edmonton ending for Tippett on 
Thursday, here is the irony: Dave “Lock ‘Em Down” Tippett was fired 
because the Oilers never figured out how to play defence. 

In a 3-2 league, Connor McDavid’s team prefers to play 5-4 hockey. But 
lately, the other team gets to four just fine, while Edmonton doesn’t get to 
five very often at all. 

“You’ve got to keep the puck out of your net. We HAVE to figure out a 
way,” said general manager Ken Holland, who watched his team get 
outscored 8-1 in two games coming out of the All-Star break, then fired a 
coach mid-season for the first time in his 25 years as a manager. “You 
can’t win 5-4. We won lots of games in the first (quarter), we were 
scoring five goals to win. So… hopefully a different voice. We’re all 
saying the same message…” 

They’ve all been “saying the same message” for years in Edmonton, a 
town/franchise that somehow believes that it must always be those ‘80s 
Oilers. (And forget Edmonton’s sorry goaltending situation for a moment. 
Behind a team this flagrantly derelict in its own zone, there is no 
goaltending solution that would hold up, long-term.) 

So what does it mean when a coach who has a proven track record of 
building a stout defensive spine into previous teams comes to Edmonton, 
and in three years has a team that gives up Grade A chances like Oprah 
gives out cars? Or for that matter, when Todd McLellan leaves Edmonton 
in failure and moves on to coach the L.A. Kings to unexpected success? 

Does it mean Tippett, and fired assistant Jim Playfair, forgot everything 
they knew about how to coach a team to play a proper defensive NHL 
game? Or perhaps after most of three seasons, did a roster that could 
not -- or would not -- accept anything other than star-driven, stats-hungry 
hockey finally, stubbornly stop listening? 

“The game’s played the same way today,” opined Holland. “There’s 
different terminology but at the end of the day, you’ve got to defend hard, 
you’ve got to keep the puck out of your net, you’ve got to be good 

defensively, you’ve got to go to the blue paint, you’ve got to score ugly 
goals, you’ve got to have good special teams. There will be somebody 
sitting here 20 years from now telling you (the same thing) with different 
verbiage, different terms. But the game’s played on the same 80 by 200 
and it’s hockey.” 

It is, we will repeat, a 3-2 league. And if you can’t hold ‘em to two, or one 
at times in the playoffs, you simply will not succeed. Period. 

Let’s find something we can all agree on: Somehow under Tippett, 
Edmonton never found a way out of being an easy team to play against. 

Now, let’s talk about why. 

Darnell Nurse, their most stout, physical and best-skating defenceman, 
has lost the plot. He’s busy trying to score points, rather than leading his 
team by making Edmonton’s slot a punishing place to stand. He’s joining 
the rush, leaving the Evan Bouchards and Tyson Barries back to defend. 

It’s time to grow up, become the leader he can be, and set the template 
here. Nurse starts an eight-year deal next season. Fashion your game 
after Shea Weber, not Cale Makar. 

Connor McDavid uses his surreal speed to fly the zone and scorer 
highlight-reel goals, but not often enough to prevent chances in his own 
zone. He’s great with the puck, but without it McDavid -- who has spoken 
of his need to defend better, and has made strides -- still couldn’t carry 
Sid Crosby’s equipment bag. 

He could, if he wanted to. If McDavid ever wants to win, he’d better learn 
to want to. 

Leon Draisaitl could be the best all-around player on this team. Quite 
possibly the facto captain. But when a team has wild swings like the 
Oilers have had -- win six, lose seven, lose six, win four -- it appears 
rudderless. 

We’re not in the room, so we don’t know for sure. But when a team is this 
streaky, we believe the top players (like Draisaitl) should be able to 
stabilize the effort. To achieve buy-in. To bring players like Jesse 
Puljujarvi -- who has been entirely lost for two months -- back into the 
fold. 

The passengers: Kailer Yamamoto, Puljujarvi, Barrie, Zack Kassian. 
Deadweight here for new coach Jay Woodcroft to figure out. Useful 
players who have absolutely forgotten how to help this team, and its 
former coach, win. 

“There are 38 games to go, we still control our own fate. There are big 
games ahead like tomorrow night (against the Islanders),” Holland 
reasoned. “If I waited 10 more games and we kept going, it might be too 
late. So I’m hoping and believing by what I did today, it’s going to have a 
positive impact to get us to turn the corner.” 

It's fair to fire Tippett. This season was going south, and that’s what 
happens in professional sports. 

But out here in the National Hockey League’s coaching graveyard -- 
where Woodcroft becomes the ninth head coach for Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins in 11 seasons as an Oiler -- we have learned a few things. 

Does a new coach bring in new ideas? 

Sure. They all did. 

Will it end the same way for the next guy? 

If the best players don’t lead the change -- buying in on trying to win a 
Stanley Cup, not a bunch of Harts and Art Ross’s -- it’s only a matter of 
time until we’re writing this same column again. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: An NFL team for every NHL team 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

February 10, 2022, 1:54 PM 

 

The Cincinnati Bengals and Los Angeles Rams will be the focus of the 
sporting world in North America this weekend when they meet in the 
Super Bowl. A massive event that overshadows all else every year, of 
course we're going to let them wiggle their way into our NHL Power 
Rankings this week. 

Let's get a little silly. 

Since the NFL and NHL each have 32 teams, we figured why not assign 
a comparable franchise in each sport? Now, there are not 32 neat lines 
to be drawn between each franchise in their current state, so some of 
these will be historical references or just general similarities. The bottom 
line is we had a little fun with these and hope you enjoy them too – and, 
of course, that it ignites other thoughts on who we should have lined up 
instead. 

As always, the ranking of the NHL teams is based on standings 
performance, with a weight on recent success. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche: Los Angeles Chargers 

Teams with an awful lot of talent, potential and seemingly on track to 
contend for a while – but just haven't been able to convert it into long 
playoff runs yet. 

2. Florida Panthers: Cincinnati Bengals 

A long-cursed team without any recent playoffs success that's now 
quickly on the rise – is anyone going to be surprised if Florida ends up in 
the Stanley Cup Final as the Bengals prepare for their Super Bowl 
appearance? 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs: Dallas Cowboys 

Huge-market teams aggressively trying to build a winner and failing 
miserably in the playoffs. Canada's team vs. America's team – and a lot 
of people hate hearing about both (watch how many rage at Toronto's 
No. 3 ranking!). 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning: Kansas City Chiefs 

The cream of the crop and a couple teams that look set up to be 
contenders – or favourites – to win championships for years to come. 

5. Minnesota Wild: Indianapolis Colts 

A couple of breakout stars (Jonathan Taylor-Kirill Kaprizov) changed the 
entire outlook for these teams, bring dazzling highlights and are 
surrounded by good supporting casts. Both teams can easily be 
underestimated, or even labelled as "boring" when that's just not the 
case. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes: San Franciso 49ers 

Fun teams to watch, fast-rising contenders and do things in a way that 
isn't always by the book. Are the 49ers also jerks? 

7. Calgary Flames: Green Bay Packers 

Frigid climates, old stadiums and big questions around who is leading the 
team forward from here – Aaron Rodgers' future is up in the air for the 
Packers, while the Flames face critical decisions on Johnny Gaudreau 
and Matthew Tkachuk as they come up for new contracts. 

8. New York Rangers: Baltimore Ravens 

Teams that seemingly have all the pieces to contend, electric star power 
leading the way, but the lingering question: "Are they for real"? 

9. St. Louis Blues: Philadelphia Eagles 

More often than not these two are on the "good" side of their leagues and 
maybe should have more championship banners hung. The Donovan 
McNabb-era Eagles never won their title, just as the Chris Pronger-led 
Blues never got theirs. Both won it all in recent years, though, to end long 
droughts dating to the '60s (when the Blues were created and the Eagles 
last won a title). 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins: New England Patriots 

The flagship franchises in their leagues for years and a couple of teams 
that won multiple championships with similar core leaders, but a lot of 
change on the margins along the way. Both then also fell out of favour 
and faced closing windows – but can they return to contention before 
long? The Pens may already be there again. 

11. Nashville Predators: Tennessee Titans 

This same-city one actually works! One massive difference-maker on the 
roster (Juuse Saros-Derrick Henry) and a team of workers that's well-
coached. 

12. Vegas Golden Knights: LA Rams 

Teams never shy to make big additions and are always in on the most 
notable players available. 

13. Los Angeles Kings: Las Vegas Raiders 

Are they rebuilding, or are they something more than that? Resurgent 
veterans (Anze Kopitar, Drew Doughty-Derek Carr) helped carry these 
teams forward to improved results. Plus – the colour scheme. Silver 
helmets, unite! 

14. Boston Bruins: Seattle Seahawks 

Long-time and recent contenders that are scratching and clawing to keep 
the dream alive – but the end of an era feels near for both. 

15. Anaheim Ducks: Miami Dolphins 

Teams that have tried to build through the draft and have a promising 
future led by a couple exciting young players. 

16. Dallas Stars: Atlanta Falcons 

Reaching a league final, putting up a fight, losing to a dynasty-like 
favourite and then sliding down in the standings as it becomes apparent 
that it's time to pivot to a younger core. 

17. Washington Capitals: Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

The circumstances to how Tom Brady ended up in Tampa Bay and Alex 
Ovechkin ended up in Washington are entirely different, but both of these 
teams are being pulled along by one particularly generational player 
surrounded by a good collection of talent but who, if they left or retired, 
would leave an organizational crisis behind. 

18. Edmonton Oilers: Arizona Cardinals 

Led by truly exceptional and unique talents (Connor McDavid-Kyler 
Murray), a bold transaction for a veteran to push things forward (Evander 
Kane-DeAndre Hopkins), these are a couple teams that can be fun to 
watch and should be contending, but who just haven't put it all together 
yet. 

19. New York Islanders: Pittsburgh Steelers 

A couple of organizations with a very specific identity (the Barry Trotz 
"sum of its parts" system vs. tough defence and running) and a way of 
doing things that usually leads to surprising success. You can't ever 
really count them out. 

20. Detroit Red Wings: Carolina Panthers 
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Former contenders (OK, the Wings were a little more than that) finally, 
hopefully, on the rise again thanks to an infusion of young talent 
complemented by some already established pieces in place. 

21. Ottawa Senators: Chicago Bears 

After lacking a key part of a winning roster for some time (a top centre for 
the Senators, a quarterback for the Bears), they maybe are getting those 
pieces in place now with a rebuild. Can they develop as advertised, or 
does the utter lack of belief in the organization's ability to develop, team 
build and see it all through ultimately lead to it collapsing again? 

22. Winnipeg Jets: New Orleans Saints 

Though the Saints did get their title and the Jets didn't, both teams were 
dangers to the league for years and it never really felt like the results 
ever matched that potential for long. Also, both long-standing coaches 
have departed those organizations, which should bring a new direction. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets: Detroit Lions 

Is "cursed" too strong a word? Let's go with snake-bitten. A couple of 
hard-working teams who are easy to root for, but probably destined to sit 
near the bottom of the standings for a few years yet. 

24. Vancouver Canucks: New York Giants 

Some good players added in the draft, some poor team building around 
it, and just overall underwhelming results on the field of play has led to 
new front offices for both. The Giants and Canucks may have some 
trades to make in the near future ... 

25. Chicago Blackhawks: Washington Commanders 

Logo and team name concerns, off-field/ice issues and problematic 
ownership. 

26. San Jose Sharks: Buffalo Bills 

Historically, are these the two best teams that have come closest to 
winning league championships on many occasions without actually doing 
it? 

27. Buffalo Sabres: New York Jets 

Perpetually rebuilding and never seem to go anywhere with it. 

28. Seattle Kraken: Denver Broncos 

Some analytics-friendly players on both sides, these two teams really felt 
like they'd be better this year but one very key position (goaltending for 
the Kraken, quarterback for the Broncos) was too big of a minus and let 
them down. 

29. New Jersey Devils: Minnesota Vikings 

OK, people, they can't all be perfect. These teams have, at times, gotten 
in their own way with contracts far too lucrative for the return (think Ilya 
Kovalchuk, P.K. Subban-Kirk Cousins). There is always hope things will 
turn around and they'll suddenly contend again, though. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers: Cleveland Browns 

Just as the Browns had been (and maybe still are) cursed at the 
quarterback position for decades, so too are the Flyers cursed at the 
goalie position. No matter the promise teased on these rosters over the 
years, there always seems to be a fatal flaw that makes them fall flat. 

31. Arizona Coyotes: Jacksonville Jaguars 

Struggling to be competitive despite making some early draft picks 
recently, and the possibility of relocating always seems to be looming. 

32. Montreal Canadiens: Houston Texans 

In both cases, these teams were trying to build up to something special, 
seemed to be making progress, and then the bottom completely fell out – 

partly due to questionable roster construction and asset management, 
and partly due to things outside of the team's control. 
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TSN.CA / Atop Pacific Division, Flames winning in different ways every 
night 

 

Salim Valji 

 

If the victory over the Vegas Golden Knights on Wednesday evening 
where he stopped all 28 shots was, according to Darryl Sutter, a “Jacob 
Markstrom Statement Game”, what would the coach call the encore, 
when his goalie stopped 46 of 48 Leaf shots in a convincing 5-2 Calgary 
performance over the streaking Maple Leafs? 

“He played good,” the coach said afterward. 

“You’ve got to stop Auston Matthews and John Tavares, it’s not easy.” 

While much of the talk this season (for good reason) has been Calgary’s 
top line of Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, and Matthew Tkachuk (all 
of whom are on pace for at least 30 goals and 70 points), the Flames’ 
goaltending, defensive play, and scoring depth has shone this season, 
with every game bringing out a different star. Markstrom once again shon 
versus the Leafs, tying the franchise record for most saves in a regulation 
home game and bailing out his teammates in the opening period. 

The blueline also stepped up in a big way.  

Flames’ defencemen combined for three goals and six points while 
frustrating Leafs players all game with their active sticks and physicality. 
Before the game, Darryl Sutter told his defenders to shoot more - and 
they obliged. 

“Sometimes we try to catch guys off-guard a bit,” Hanifin said, of his goal. 

“I tried to go back door. Razzy made a great play and thankfully it worked 
out, but it doesn’t happen all the time…the opportunity was there and we 
have a lot of confidence to make plays.” 

Hanifin joked that had his pinch in the offensive zone not worked, Johnny 
Gaudreau would have had to defend an odd-man rush. 

“It’s nice for us to get on the scoresheet,” Andersson said. 

“Overall, we played a really good team game.” 

Beyond the scoresheet, both Andersson and Hanifin said that Nikita 
Zadorov’s big hit on Ondrej Kase near the end of the first period was a 
key moment. 

“Z lays out a really big hit and gets the crowd going, and Guddy and 
Tanny have been really good on the PK night in and night,” Andersson 
said. 

Earlier this week, general manager Brad Treliving told TSN’s Pierre 
Lebrun that the team was in the market for secondary scoring. That 
depth offence has come from within lately. The second line of Blake 
Coleman, Mikael Backlund, and Andrew Mangiapane has combined for 
seven goals and 18 points in their last five games while being a strong 
presence without the puck and in the defensive zone.  

“If we’re gonna be a winning team, we’ve got to win in different ways,” 
Hanifin said. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 11, 2022 

 

“We can’t just rely on those top guys. They’re obviously unbelievable for 
us, but everyone has to contribute, and depending on the type of game it 
is, we have a deep team and can roll all lines and d pairs.” 

Thursday’s tilt had the feel of a playoff game. The crowd was loud, there 
were post-whistle scrums, and plenty of emotions on both sides.  

“You could tell there was a lot of jam in the building,” Hanifin said. 
“Especially after Z’s hit there, it got really rowdy. It was a competitive 
game, a playoff-type game, two really good teams. Those are the games 
you want to be a part of. You want to be a team that can break teams 
down and use your building for momentum. It was a fun night.” 

Over the past 48 hours, the Flames have defeated the Maple Leafs and 
previously division-leading Vegas Golden Knights by a combined 11-2 
score. What do those victories say about a team that’s still under the 
radar to many hockey fans? 

“It says a lot,” Andersson said. 

“We have good character in the room and we’re ready to play coming out 
of the break. Honestly, it’s feels really good to win back-to-back games, 
especially at home…it was two really good wins for our team here.” 
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TSN.CA / Red-hot Matthews, Lindholm lines on collision course in 
Calgary 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. The 
Leafs and Flames held optional skates at the Scotiabank Saddledome in 
Calgary on Thursday ahead of tonight’s game.  

The longest winning streaks in the National Hockey League are on the 
line Thursday night. The Leafs have won six straight. For the Flames, it's 
four in a row.  

"It's going to be a battle for the puck," said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. 
"Two lines that are really feeling it offensively and really driving things for 
their team." 

Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting can agitate, 
neutralize and score on any line they face. Ditto for Elias Lindholm, 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk.  

But there is one key distinguishing factor.  

"It's a totally different line than the Lindholm line," Flames coach Darryl 
Sutter noted. "I mean, Auston Matthews is arguably the purest shooter 
and goal scorer in the league. Like, that's a big difference. He's a power 
guy when you look at it." 

Still, the approach doesn't change for Calgary.  

"All over the ice, we're all thinking defence first and try to do that right 
and then the O-zone stuff will come," Lindholm stressed.  

The pair of top lines do have a lot in common even if the Flames don't 
have a power forward in the Matthews mould. Bunting and Tkachuk are 
expert agitators. Lindholm and Marner are two-way terrors.  

"Marner's the whole package," Sutter said. "He's sort of like our Lindy in 
that he doesn't get enough credit for the whole game that he plays. You 
know, the way he manages the puck and makes plays and things like 
that." 

Toronto's top players dominated the North Division last season and are 
building off that campaign. Calgary's stars have only caught fire again 
this season.  

"They were playing really tight and good defensively towards the end of 
last season, but the offensive piece to match it wasn't there," observed 
Keefe. "Their best guys weren't playing with the same level of confidence 
and swagger that they seem to be at now." 

Gaudreau leads the NHL in even-strength points (45). Matthews is tied 
for second in even-strength goals (20). 

The stage is set for star wars at the Saddledome.    

"When they're on the ice you're trying to keep the puck away from them 
and make them have to defend," Keefe said. "That's the greatest 
challenge for us no matter who's playing against that Gaudreau line. We 
talked about that this morning and I would imagine similar messaging is 
going on when you're playing against Matthews and Marner." 

Flames Ice Chips: Calgary prepares for heavyweight tilt between two of 
NHL's best lines 

Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, and Matthew Tkachuk are on fire as 
of late but they will have a formidable opponent when they take on the 
Leafs and likely match up against the line of Michael Bunting, Auston 
Matthews, and Mitch Marner. Salim Valji has more on what should be an 
exciting tilt between two high-octane lines. 

Marner is the hottest player on either side. He's scored in eight straight 
games since returning from the COVID protocol.  

"It feels like you got to get lucky," Marner said of the streak after potting a 
pair on Monday night. "But, at the same time, make sure you get to spots 
where you can get the puck on and off your stick quickly." 

Per Sportlogiq, seven of the 10 goals Marner has scored in this 
scintillating stretch have come via quick-release shots (less than one 
second with the puck before the shot). 

"It's just another evolution to his game," said John Tavares. "He's in a 
tremendous stretch right now. I think it builds confidence for the long-
term. He's scored some big goals, some key goals for us, and doing it in 
different ways, different fashions." 

Marner has scored at even strength, on the power play, on the penalty 
kill, into an empty net and in three-on-three overtime during this 
remarkable run.  

"He's more of a pass-first guy similar to how I was," said Jason Spezza. 
"There's times when you lose confidence in your shot when you're a 
pass-first guy and then when it's going in you gain that confidence and 
the puck follows you. With Mitchy's hockey sense the puck follows him 
most nights, but when you start to get a few to drop for you, you definitely 
build confidence." 

Marner continues to set up goals as well with nine assists in this eight-
game surge.   

"You can feel he's on fire," said Pierre Engvall. "Everywhere he goes, the 
puck follows him. I mean, you can almost feel that he's going to score. 
It's unbelievable. He's playing good every night. He's on the puck. He's 
skating. He's doing everything." 

'Evolution of his game': What's driving Marner's streak? 

Mitch Marner has piled up 10 tallies during an eight game goal streak. 
"It's just another evolution to his game," observed John Tavares. The 
dynamic winger is getting to prime spots and releasing the puck quickly. 
"He's on fire," said Pierre Engvall. "I mean, you can almost feel that he's 
going to score." 

Jake Muzzin will return to the Leafs lineup tonight after missing seven 
games with a concussion, which he sustained on Jan. 15.  
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"I think this reset here may turn into a positive for him," said Keefe. "He's 
had a lot of work on the ice both in practice settings and with our player 
development team and I think those things could help." 

At the end of the morning skate, Muzzin worked on receiving passes and 
transitioning up the ice.  

"The defensive pieces have been there for him," said Keefe. "He's been 
solid for us in that way. Some of his play with the puck, he's looking for 
some consistency there to move it clean out of our end and get going." 

Muzzin has been on the ice for the most five-on-five goals against on the 
Leafs this season (32 in 35 games). He was only on the ice for 34 all of 
last season (53 games).  

"He's a confident guy and he's very self aware," Keefe said. "He knows 
when he's not at his best so you don't have to say a lot to him. I'm not too 
concerned about it. Like I said, he's a guy that knows what's happening 
and knows where he has to be better. He wants to be better but, at the 
same time, we can't downplay the importance he brings to our team even 
when he hasn't been at his best. He's still doing a ton of really good 
things to help us win hockey games."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Muzzin returns; Simmonds out 

Maple Leafs' d-man Jake Muzzin hasn't played a game since January 
15th when he suffered a concussion in a game against the St. Louis 
Blues. Head coach Sheldon Keefe says he'll be back in the lineup 
against the Flames. Mark Masters has more on Muzzin's return, Wayne 
Simmonds' absence, and what kind of lineup the Leafs will dress. 

Wayne Simmonds will miss Thursday's game. He remains back home 
with his wife, who gave birth earlier this week. As a result, Keefe will 
dress seven defencemen in Calgary. 

"Where some of the advantage may lie, especially on the road, is you 
can be a little more unpredictable just in terms of how you're going to roll 
your lines," Keefe said. "You'll move guys around here and there. At 
times, when maybe you're expecting Engvall, Spezza and Simmonds, 
well, maybe it's going to be Matthews and Spezza. So, you can move 
things around that way and it makes the opposition be a little more 
mindful of that." 

Of course, there's a reason why Keefe hasn't employed this alignment 
previously this season.   

"The negative is it really disrupts your bench," the coach  said. "You lose 
rhythm and ... more often than not the players like consistency. So, that's 
something for me to balance today. But in the short term there's no issue 
with it." 

With Muzzin returning after a long layoff and Travis Dermott feeling a bit 
under the weather of late, Keefe said it actually might be a good time to 
dress an extra defenceman. 

With Simmonds out, the Leafs lose a big part of their team toughness. He 
is the only guy on the roster who has dropped the gloves in the regular 
season.  

Simmonds has three fights on the year, including one on Monday. 
Simmonds went after Brendan Smith after the Carolina Hurricanes 
defenceman delivered a dangerous hit on Ondrej Kase, which went 
unpenalized.  

"It was huge for me," Kase said. "I tell him, 'Thank you,' right away. I 
probably tell him, 'Thank you,' four times. It was big for me. He hit my 
knee so it was kind of a dirty hit. I really appreciated it." 

Simmonds certainly got the better of Smith in the bout.  

"It was a great fight," Kase gushed. "I was, like, really excited. I was like, 
'Go Simmer Go!' I was a big fan at that point." 

Kase on Simmonds fighting after 'dirty' hit: I tell him, ‘Thank you,’ four 
times 

After Ondrej Kase was the victim of a hit by Hurricanes' d-man Brendan 
Smith, Wayne Simmonds stepped up to fight Smith for what he, and 
Kase believed was a questionable hit. Kase spoke about how 
appreciative he was to Simmonds for stepping up on his behalf. 
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USA TODAY / Chinese Winter Olympic men's hockey team built with 
players from ... North America? 

 

CHRIS BUMBACA   | USA TODAY 

 

BEIJING — The majority of the host team’s country was not born here. 
Many of them do not have Chinese ancestry. Yet they wore “China” on 
the front of their hockey sweaters with pride and talked of growing the 
sport they are so passionate about. 

“It was unique, seeing as I played for USA, now I’ve played against 
USA,” said China goaltender Jeremy Smith, who stopped 47 American 
shots Thursday but played for the U.S. at the 2008 world junior 
championships. “At the end of the day, I’m thankful and honored to be an 
Olympian – a Chinese Olympian.” 

Of the 22 players who dressed for China in its 8-0 loss to the U.S. at 
National Indoor Stadium on Thursday, 17 were either born or raised in 
the United States or Canada. International Ice Hockey Federation bylaws 
stipulate that a person can represent a country in the Olympics if they’ve 
lived there for two years and played for the national team. 

The Chinese national team has essentially existed as a Beijing-based 
team in the Kontinental Hockey League, Russia’s pro league. That club, 
Kunlun Red Star, began bringing many players in during the 2019 
calendar year. One of those players was Jake Chelios, son of Hockey 
Hall of Famer Chris Chelios. 

Jake Chelios said he doesn’t regret “a second” of his experience for 
Kunlun/China, which began in 2019 when his agent informed him of the 
opportunity. At the time, the Olympics weren’t necessarily on his mind, or 
his motivation. 

“But they did tell me about the Olympics in the pitch,” said Chelios, who 
was born in Michigan. “When you get the pitch, it’s three years away, 
you’re like, ‘OK, it would be a great added bonus for sure.’ Next couple 
years went by, it kind of got a little more realistic.” 

Last summer, he received another phone call – this one informing him 
that he was on the Olympic roster. But the Olympics weren't guaranteed. 
IIHF president Luc Tardif cast doubt over the host team's bid, due to 
competitive balance. Indeed, the group of U.S. college and overseas pro 
players -- who hardly have played together -- still routed China . But the 
team proved itself over what amounted to a two-game tryout during the 
fall in front of IIHF brass.  

“It honestly has been unreal,” Chelios said. “I’m so happy that I actually 
made the jump over here.” 

Smith, 32, talked at length of his appreciation for China. What he would 
not answer was whether he had to renounce his American citizenship to 
compete for China – questions that Chinese-American big air gold medal 
winner Eileen Gu also would not comment on. According to the 
Associated Press, the men’s hockey players who are U.S. or Canadian 
citizens have not been asked to renounce their native citizenships, but 
Chinese law prohibits dual citizenship. 

“This is sport. This is hockey. I’m here to represent China. When I’m in 
China, I’m Chinese. I’m supported by the Chinese. I’m truly thankful for 
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that,” Smith, who was born in Michigan and drafted by Nashville 
Predators in 2007, said. “When I go to America, I’m American. I’m 
building bridges for younger generations from hockey, to inspire. If one 
goalie plays in the NHL, or even professional, or even starts putting on 
the pads because they watched tonight, I think we’ve won. I think we’ve 
done our job. It’s truly an honor just to be here.” 

The International Olympic Committee keeps its official records in the 
Chinese transcriptions of their names. Chelios is “Kailiaosi Jieke,” Smith 
“Jieruimi Shimisi.” 

The atmosphere inside the arena Thursday, despite the mostly empty 
seats due to capacity restrictions, mildly resembled a traditional hockey 
game. Fans held their breaths during slapshots. They exhaled on kick 
saves. They rose in anticipation every time China attempted one of its 
(very few) chances. 

Nobody would consider China hockey hotbed just yet, though. 

“There’s also the bigger picture of growing the game here in China,” said 
captain Brandon Yip, who is of Chinese descent (three of his four 
grandparents were born in the country) and was born in Vancouver. 

“This is a big victory, to me, these Olympics, for China,” said Chinese 
coach Ivano Zanatta, who’s Italian and born in Toronto. “We’re realistic 
(about) our abilities and what we have as a hockey team. But the big 
picture, as you say, is what it can be. And it can be great. It’s a great 
sport. It’s a great country. You have the infrastructure. You have the 
numbers. Athletically, (the Chinese) are good athletes. 

“I see no problem. It’s just a question of timing.” 
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USA TODAY / US men's hockey team rolls past China in Olympic opener 
thanks to Sean Farrell's five-point game 

 

CHRIS BUMBACA   | USA TODAY 

 

BEIJING — For a group of players that didn’t know they’d be traveling 
halfway across the world to participate in the grand international stage of 
the Olympics until about a month ago, an 8-0 victory is an ideal start. 

Throw in the fact the members of the U.S. men’s hockey team have 
played so little with one another, and it’s an even better result. 

“I think once you start playing, it’s just kind of like every other game,” 
U.S. forward Matty Beniers (one goal) said. “You kind of forget about all 
the outside noise and why you’re at the Olympics. It’s cool to sit back 
after the game and think about it. While you’re in the moment, you’re not 
thinking about it.” 

Then consider the caliber of the opponent. The U.S. men’s hockey team 
shut out China during the first game of group play during the Winter 
Olympics on Thursday at National Indoor Stadium in front of a home 
crowd that showed zeal for their country’s Olympic debut. China –  
fielding a team at these Winter Olympics only because it is the host 
nation – entered the Olympics ranked 32nd in the International Ice 
Hockey Federation rankings. (There are 12 teams in the tournament.) 

This U.S. squad of mostly college players and a handful of veterans who 
play professionally overseas never trailed, and improved with each 
period. The Americans scored three times in the second to pull away. A 
four-spot in the third made the game a rout. The eight goals scored are 
the most for the U.S. in an Olympics game since it defeated Belarus 
during the 2002 Salt Lake City Games. 

“Our goal is to win a gold medal. We want to keep improving game in and 
game out, not letting the score dictate how we play,” head coach David 
Quinn said. “I thought the third period was probably the strongest of the 
game.” 

Sean Farrell, a 20-year-old sophomore at Harvard, had a lot to do with it. 
The Montreal Canadiens prospect led the way with a five-point game that 
included a hat trick. Drew Commesso, who at 19 became the youngest 
U.S. goaltender at an Olympics, saved all 17 shots China put on net. 

“It feels so surreal,” Commesso (Chicago Blackhawks) said. I’m just so 
grateful and so blessed to be able to play in a position like this and a 
stage in the Olympics. 

“I feel like age is just a number, especially in this tournament. You look at 
guys like myself that are pretty young and we have some veterans … 
once you get on the ice, age doesn’t matter.” 

China used its physicality to try and slow down the speeder U.S. team. 
University of Michigan forward Brendan Brisson (Vegas Golden Knights) 
buried the United States’ first goal on their second power play of the first 
period to give the U.S. a 1-0 lead. He fed Matt Knies (Toronto Maple 
Leafs) down low, and Knies drove at China goaltender Jeremy Smith. 
Knies managed to tip the rebound back to Brisson, who hammered it 
past Smith on a one-timer. 

Later in the game, the playmaking came through. The passes connected. 
Players began foretelling where his linemate would end up without 
having to yell. 

“Linemates kind of starting to feed off each other, I think I felt that, 
especially on my line, as we progressed,” Beniers said. 

Farrell’s behind-the-back pass – from behind the net – to Noah Cates 
(Philadelphia Flyers) led to the team’s second goal. With the teams 
taking penalties four seconds apart, Brian O’Neil – the lone member of 
the current Olympic squad from the roster four years ago – made it 3-0 
after captain Andy Miele stayed tough on the puck in front of the net and 
slid a no-look pass across the front of the crease. 

With 1:53 to go in the period, Farrell received a pass on a 3-on-2 
advantage and kept it. That proved wise. His quick release found the top 
shelf for his second goal. He added another goal 66 seconds into the 
third. Later, off a faceoff, he fed Ben Meyers, who scored on a top-shelf 
backhand past Smith's glove. 

Then it was Beniers' (Seattle Kraken) turn to show off with a top-shelf 
goal, giving the Americans a touchdown lead. Farrell rounded out the 
scoring and completed his hat trick. 

The team had one two-period exhibition against Canada earlier this week 
and arrived in China less than a week ago. The Americans will face 
Canada, which defeated defending silver medal winner Germany on 
Thursday, in roughly 36 hours.  

“I think it’s a great sign about our mental toughness. It’s frustrating when 
you have chances and you don’t score,” Quinn said, referring to the first 
period. “I like that we stuck to it, didn’t get away from our game.” 

The Americans also won without one of their top defenders, Jake 
Sanderson, who arrived late Thursday local time and is expected to join 
the team for practice Friday. 
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