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Frederik Andersen keeps Canes on winning track, with eyes on Denmark in the Olympics 

By Chip Alexander 

Had things gone differently, Frederik Andersen would be in 
Beijing at the 2022 Winter Olympics as the starting goalie for 
Denmark’s hockey team and making history. 

And he would have been competing alongside his sister, 
Amalie, a member of Denmark’s women’s hockey team. That 
would have made the Olympic experience twice as special. 

She’s still there but he’s not due to the pandemic, COVID-19 
outbreaks in the NHL, postponed games and the decision 
not to allow NHL players to compete in Beijing. Andersen 
was left disappointed — as were several other teammates 
with the Carolina Hurricanes who hoped to be in China 
repping their countries while chasing a gold medal. 

But Andersen is one proud Dane. 

Denmark’s men’s and women’s teams won games in Beijing 
in their first Olympics. The men’s team upset Czechia 2-1 in 
a preliminary-round game behind goaltender Sebastian 
Dahm, who Andersen knows well. 

“It’s really cool,” Andersen said in an interview Friday with 
The News & Observer. “Both on the men’s and the women’s 
side it’s very historical that they’re there (in Beijing). The men 
obviously have been pushing for many years, for many 
different Olympics to get there and it finally happened for this 
one. 

“I know for the women’s side it seemed more of an upset this 
year that they got to go. I think within the last year they 
qualified, so it obviously speaks to how far Danish hockey 
has come over the last 20 years. They’ve taken huge steps 
throughout that time.” 

The women’s team also beat Czechia for their first Olympic 
win. Losses to Japan, China and Sweden ended the 
Olympics for the women, but Andersen said for his sister, 
who plays college hockey at Maine, “It was a cool experience 
to be a part of that tournament and the Games.” 

The Danes beating the Czechs on Wednesday in the men’s 
game — former NHL forward Frans Nielsen with the winning 
goal — gave Andersen the opportunity to do some chirping 
at Canes forward Martin Necas, who likely would have been 
playing for Czechia in Beijing. 

But Andersen held off. 

“I haven’t given enough to him about that,” he said. “I saw we 
lost to Russia. I think I need to keep that quiet.” 

The Russians struggled, needing an empty-net goal to seal a 
2-0 victory. But no need to get Andrei Svechnikov riled up. 
Maybe later, Andersen said, if more good things happen for 
the Danes. 

“We’ll see how it goes but I think (Denmark) still has a good 
chance of making it to the quarterfinals,” Andersen said. 

Andersen will be watching and cheering from afar. 

Andersen’s Stellar Season Continues 

On Friday, he was relaxing a bit in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
having shut out the Boston Bruins 6-0 in a road game 
Thursday. He also could be a bit reflective about a season 
that has seen him win 25 games, be selected for the NHL 
All-Star Game and help the Metropolitan Division team win it, 
and made the Canes (32-10-3) among the NHL’s best 
teams. 

“We’ve always had good goaltending, but Freddie has won 
us a lot of games,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said this 
week. “We’ve played pretty well this year as a group, but 
he’s got us (wins) himself because he was better than the 
guy across from him in quite a few games. That’s been the 
difference ... and helped us big time.” 

Andersen, 32, signed two-year contract with the Hurricanes 
after last season, knowing he would be joining a team that 
had been in the Stanley Cup playoffs the past three years 
and was considered a potential Cup contender. He had 
heard about Brind’Amour and his way of doing things and 
handling players. 

And? 

“I’ve really enjoyed it,” Andersen said. “He’s a heck of a 
coach. He motivates in a really cool way. He’s been through 
everything and experienced everything in this league. I think 
he’s really good at leveling with the guys on our team and 
just helping us see in a way that’s the best for us. That’s 
been really cool.” 

Andersen had played against the Canes while he was with 
Anaheim and then Toronto, but said there are at least two 
players who are better than he thought: defensemen Jaccob 
Slavin and Brett Pesce. 

“They jump out,” he said. “I knew ‘Slavo’ and ‘Pesc’ were 
good, but I didn’t really know they were at this level. You 
don’t hear as much outside this (Raleigh) market. But you 
can go up and down the lineup and find a lot of guys, but I 
think those are the two who would jump out that I’ve really 
been impressed with.” 

The Canes have been impressed with Andersen and the 
calmness he exhibits in the crease. He’s a big goalie at 6-4 
and 238 pounds, which helps cover the cage. He has an 
economy of movement in net but can seal up holes quickly. 

In the first period Thursday, he jutted out his left pad to stop 
a Craig Smith shot on a power play that would have given 
the Bruins a 1-0 lead. He was involved in a collision in the 
net with Boston’s Nick Foligno early in the third but shook it 
off and kept making saves for his 21st career shutout and 
second against Boston this season. 
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Andersen has shown a bit of a temper at times in practice, 
recently smashing his paddle against the post after allowing 
a few goals. He makes a conscious effort not to show that 
side in games. 

“I know in games it’s more important to move on quicker,” 
Andersen said. “I think that’s something over the years I’ve 
been trying to be as good as I can at, to just focus on the 
next play. It does (stink) to get scored on but at the end of 
the day it’s not the end of the world. There’s going to be the 
next save you’re going to try to make.” 

Andersen brought up the Canes’ game Tuesday at Ottawa. 
Antti Raanta was Carolina’s goalie and the Canes fell behind 
4-0 early in the second period, only to make a strong push in 
the third before losing 4-3 to the Senators. 

“I think ‘Raants’ did a helluva job of staying in there even 
though we were down four,” Andersen said. “He made some 
big saves to keep it at that and then all of a sudden we’re 
close to tying it. You never really know what’s going on the 
rest of the game, so you’ve got to just make that one save.” 

Coming off a shutout, Andersen could start again Saturday 
as the Canes end their four-game road trip against the 
Minnesota Wild. There are more saves to be made and 
games to be won. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Minnesota Wild 

When: Saturday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Xcel Energy Center, St. Paul, Minn. 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM.

 

 

 

Three questions the Hurricanes need to answer on their way to Cup contention 

By Sara Civian 

On Thursday night, the Hurricanes had another in what’s 
been a string of almost comically great games against the 
Bruins, ending in a 6-0 score, a 3-0 season sweep and a 
tweet from the governor of North Carolina. 

Of course, the Bruins lineup was depleted, and it was the 
first time the Canes played a Bruins team without at least 
one of Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand or Tuukka Rask 
since Jan. 10, 2009. This win needed to happen after two 
losses in Canada in which the Canes struggled to play a full 
60, but no one’s looking at it like the greatest achievement in 
the world. Look, we’ve got high standards here in 
Raleighwood these days. 

And those high standards — or call them expectations — are 
what led to an unsolicited vibe check after the game, asking 
the real question: Are the Hurricanes Cup contenders? 

The short answer is “sure.” 

The medium answer? This season the competition is 
especially stacked, and the Canes are one of many top-tier 
teams. 

The long answer begins with the disclaimer we’ve been 
spouting all season: No one knows exactly what they’ve got 
until the playoffs. Though that disclaimer is technically valid, 
sometimes it’s lazy. You look at perennial Cup contenders, 
and they’re generally good in the regular season. (Tampa 
Bay, anyone?) You can also get a sense for ~the process~ in 
the regular season without even taking wins and losses into 
account, and you can tell what a team is lacking. 

After that, figuring out Cup-contender status is less about 
what the team is good at — every Cup-contending team is 
going to be “good” — and more about being a fun sponge 
and nitpicking what isn’t so good. 

So now that the Canes have opened up the second half of 
the season with a little bit of everything — an overtime loss, 
an outright loss and a big win — we’ve gotten a view of what 
their problems could be the rest of the way. 

Some issues are recent developments, some have been 
looming for a while and some are out of the Hurricanes’ 
control. But there are several concerns to address either 
internally or at the trade deadline on the way to the Cup. 

Are they better than the best of the rest? 

Funny enough, other teams are my main issue with the 
Canes. Everything looked great when I was compiling info for 
my midseason review, but everything (except goaltending) 
looked greater for three or four other teams, as well. We can 
debate the most important factor for playoff success all day, 
but we’ll all agree your top scorers have to score early and 
often. 

The sheer amount of production from top players on other 
contending teams — like Jonathan Huberdeau, Auston 
Matthews, Cale Makar, Alex Ovechkin and Victor Hedman — 
has been wild.  So even if Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen 
and Andrei Svechnikov have been stellar in a vacuum, they 
still need to kick it into another gear to enter that 
conversation. Good news for them, they’re all trending in the 
right direction. Teravainen notched three primary assists in 
his first game back from injury, Aho scored goals No. 20 and 
21, and Svechnikov’s got six goals and 16 points in his past 
11 games. 

Like Drake said, “It’s a marathon, not a sprint, but I still gotta 
win the race.” 

The Canes are fifth, leaguewide, in goals per game, which 
again is objectively good, but we’re talkin’ Stanley Cup. 
Three out of the four teams ahead of them — the Panthers, 
Avalanche and Maple Leafs — have those high-scoring stars 
raising the scoring bar every game. Then you’ve got a team 
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similar to the Canes — the Wild — at No. 3, despite having 
no 20-goal scorers. The Wild and the Canes will be 
interesting in the 2022 case study of depth versus star power 
as we reach the playoffs, but trouble is the other teams at the 
top generally have this depth, too. 

To quote another philosopher, Tripp Tracy, the Canes’ stars 
are going to have to “Dig In.” 

Unless … 

Could there be another way? Could the Canes acquire an 
actual top scorer at the trade deadline? 

I usually err on the side of caution when it comes to the 
deadline, but I think you go all in with a team like the Canes 
that is seriously right there and just needs a little more 
oomph. We’ll get into whom exactly to target later, but count 
me in on team “Do something crazy or do nothing 2022.” I 
don’t see the point of acquiring a middle-of-the-lineup 
forward this season, but the Canes should either address the 
want for another top scorer or the potential need for a 
stronger defenseman. 

And that brings us to our next problem. 

Is stellar goaltending masking defensive issues? 

The Canes hold the league’s best goals-against average, at 
2.36, but is it the chicken or the egg? 

Starter Freddie Andersen also has the league’s best save 
percentage (.930) and the best individual goals-against 
average (2.01) among goalies with at least 16 games played. 
You see that, and you recall some of the blatant turnovers 
and net-front oopsies from the Canes this season (it happens 
to everyone, but still), and you wonder whether there might 
be a problem. 

Eh. 

As it stands, I wouldn’t lose sleep over it. The second pairing 
of Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce has stepped up tremendously 
as the season has progressed. 

On the other hand, you have to think a few steps ahead if 
you want to win the Cup. The Canes’ MO is having a strong 
defensive core, and the third pairing has been iffy at times. 
What happens if one of the big guns gets injured on top of 
that? 

I think the Canes could use the peace of mind from acquiring 
a strong defenseman to round out this group. There isn’t 
much of an excuse to stand pat on this, with names like John 
Klingberg and Jakob Chychrun in the trade deadline mix. 
And for full transparency, I hadn’t loved the Klingberg idea at 
first blush. It felt too expensive, and I wonder what the return 

would be. I still wonder what the return would be, in both 
situations. But if it’s fringe players and draft picks with a third 
party involved for salary-cap purposes, I think you have to 
invest in the Canes to make a Stanley Cup run. 

Then consider the Canes are playing roughly 40 games in 80 
days. You absolutely have to brace yourself for worst-case 
scenarios regarding injury and wear and tear. 

Is that stellar regular-season goaltending going to translate in 
the playoffs? 

I love when I tweet something about Andersen having a 
great game and 20 people brilliantly inform me that it’s not 
about the regular season with him; it’s about the playoffs. 
Like, folks, I covered the Bruins for a minute there and 
witnessed the 2018 Game 7 with my own two eyeballs at TD 
Garden. I’m not saying he’s guaranteeing the Canes a 
Stanley Cup, but come on. He’s on a brand new team with a 
brand new coach away from some of that spotlight, pressure 
and first-round curse that would get into anyone’s head. 

It’s impossible to say how the environmental changes will 
affect Andersen’s postseason performance, but it’s also 
reductive to act like he was the sole reason the Leafs weren’t 
making it out of the first round. Obviously, last season Jack 
Campbell was in net and Andersen had been recovering 
from injury, but that brutal Game 7 still exposed the stars 
struggling to score when it mattered. In seasons prior, there’s 
a totally valid complaint that Andersen could have done more 
and let in soft goals here and there — sometimes that’s the 
only difference in a tight playoff series. Andersen’s not 
blameless for the Leafs’ past struggles, and as a goalie, you 
sign up to individually shoulder most of that blame. But you 
can’t ignore how disappointing the Leafs’ top scorers have 
been throughout their recent playoff history. 

Andersen’s playoff performance this season will be super 
interesting in the worldwide never-ending quest to determine 
what’s wrong with the Maple Leafs. But the Hurricanes aren’t 
here to star in a Will Arnett-narrated documentary. Between 
Andersen’s playoff history, Antti Raanta’s injury history and 
the recently exposed lack of goaltending depth in the Canes’ 
system, should the Canes be looking for another goaltender 
just in case? 

This is where I think the Canes have already made their 
decisions and they’re sticking to them. They got the guys 
they thought would perform well for them in the offseason, 
Andersen has exceeded expectations, Raanta looks decent 
when healthy, and that’s basically that. If the Canes weren’t 
buying the narratives around Andersen’s playoff performance 
back then, they certainly aren’t now.
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Mailbag #15: Road Warriors 

Questions from the Twittersphere, answered 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Happy Friday, Caniacs.  

What a victory last night in Boston. If someone had told you 
in September that the Canes would handle Boston with 
relative ease in all three meetings this season, what would 
you say? Perspective is important. 

The team has one game remaining on their four-game road 
trip that's serving as a second half kick-starter and while 
Tuesday in Ottawa wasn't what the team had hoped for, 
closing the trip with a chance at 5/8 points is certainly 
acceptable. 

Y'all brought plenty of questions (much appreciated, as 
always) on Twitter this morning, so here are some answers 
to a few of them. 

(Please note that some questions have been edited for 
clarity.) 

Is it at all worrying that the Hurricanes struggle so much 
against mediocre teams like Ottawa? - @WeathersWX 

Not really, to me. In looking solely at their two losses against 
the Senators this season, Anton Forsberg made 42 and 47 
saves. How many teams are going to get that kind of 
goaltending performance on two occasions? He definitely 
also had a little extra chip on his shoulder playing his former 
team. Why do I say that? Any guesses as to how many 40+ 
save wins Forsberg has had in his career? Three.  Two of 
them have come this season against the Canes. 

Ottawa's team game has been very impressive as of late 
though so by no means am I trying to undersell that. For 
those who watched the broadcast Tuesday, I thought Tripp 
and Shane did a nice job pointing out Ottawa's 1-1-3 
defensive structure, which Carolina did seem to struggle with 
at times. Teams will take notice of that as we get later and 
later into the season. But how much "struggle" is there when 
you can still produce 45 shots on goal? I suppose that 
portion is subjective. And if they managed to put 45 shots on 
without "starting on time", what would the game have looked 
like if they did have the juice from the get-go? 

Do we need to be concerned about Raanta as a backup or is 
his performance in net more a result of us not playing well in 
front of him? Also, with the trade deadline coming up are 
there any holes we need to fill with a trade? - @BarronSean 

I'm really glad someone asked this. 

Antti's 6-3-1 this season. Let's break this down from the start. 
If the guy who is your number two gets you points in seven of 

ten outings, we're all pleased with that, right? Very solid 
output. 

Now, let's look at his losses this year. 

November 22 @ San Jose: Raanta only gets one goal of 
support in an overtime loss to the Sharks. That one certainly 
is not on him. 

December 2 vs. Ottawa: The Canes had plenty of chances to 
win the game, but ultimately, as noted above, Anton 
Forsberg stole the game for the Sens by making 47 stops. 
Two of the three goals Raanta allowed were essentially 
makeshift breakaways. When I look back at that one, I 
certainly don't peg him as "losing" the game for Canes. 

December 12 @ Vancouver: Another 2-1 loss. 

February 8 @ Ottawa: The team in front of them admits they 
did not have their game from the start. Now, with that being 
said, do you sometimes hope your goalie can help you 
overcome that? Certainly. But Jordan Staal said post-game 
that they didn't help him out in there. 

So, there you have his four losses. I don't see any reason at 
all to panic over Raanta. If the injury bug gets him again? 
Okay, maybe. But performance-wise? Absolutely not. 

In regards to the second question, I'm not sure the team has 
a hole to fill, but I think there's ways they can improve. I 
found the below quote from President & General Manager 
Don Waddell interesting. He offered it Tuesday night on Bally 
Sports: 

"We talk about [the ways we can improve] every day. There's 
not a day that goes by that we don't talk about what our 
needs are. I don't know if we have a strong need, but you 
always need depth. If you get into the playoffs and have a 
long run, you're going to need a lot of players. I've always 
said, if we can upgrade our team, we're going to look at that. 
We like our team. It's not like we want to trade a bunch of 
guys away or anything like that. Playoffs are a long run and 
you can play a lot of games, so you have to be prepared as 
much as you can for it. I think depth is probably something 
we need to talk about." 

I've been fascinated how really good hockey teams like the 
Canes can occasionally have "off" games where the majority 
of players just aren't bringing the effort required on that 
particular night. Any theories? - @johnnybolla 

This is an interesting one. 

Perhaps I'm incorrect in doing so, but I always look at it 
through the lens of that we're all human, right? Every time 
the guys touch the ice they WANT to have the best game of 
their career, including a hat trick or a shutout on the way to a 
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win. Of course, most nights it's not like that. I don't think 
anyone mails it in on purpose against a certain team. 

Look at it just like you and I. Each day I come to work I want 
to right the best article ever, but does it happen every day? 
No. Is either of us mistake-free most days? Nope. I think it 
just happens. After all, no team has ever gone 82-0 for a 
reason, right? 

Plus, there's something to be said about how any team can 
beat any team on any given night. While the Sens may be 
well below the Canes in the standings, the Ottawa roster is 
filled with world-class players. It's one of the things that 
makes the NHL great, in my opinion. 

Who is your favorite Canes prospect at the Olympics? I'll 
hang up and listen. - @CanesProspects 

We're well in the thick of the Canes season at the moment, 
but it certainly should not be lost that the team has a 20-
year-old prospect representing the Russian Olympic 
Committee at this year's games. Has anyone actually been 
staying up for some of these games? 11:10 p.m., 3:40 a.m. 
and 8:10 a.m. puck drops? Sheesh. 

I digress. Not only is Alexander Nikishin, the team's third 
round pick in 2020, playing at a young age, he's been on the 

team's top defensive pairing. Between this and him playing a 
full-time role for his KHL Spartak Moskva club this year, fans 
of the team who don't have him on their radars definitely 
need to moving forward. Assistant General Manager Darren 
Yorke and the Canes scouting staff have done a great job at 
finding and selecting some of the players that they've 
successfully nabbed the past few years and some of them 
already look like they could be wearing red, black and white 
in the somewhat near future. 

Why do Vincent Trocheck's gloves not have logos on them? 
- @GusIsley 

I love questions like this. Attentiveness is an underrated 
quality. 

Thanks to the assistance of Canes Assistant Equipment 
Manager Nick Roy, we have an answer. 

Trocheck's gloves are made by STX. STX is not an NHL 
certified company. What does that mean? Their logo can't be 
visible on league equipment. Players can still use them, as 
Trocheck does, the branding just can't be visible. So, there 
you have it! 

That's all for this week y'all. I appreciate those who took the 
time to ask questions and enjoy the weekend.

 

Preview: Canes at Wild 

Carolina wraps up a four-game road trip tonight in Minnesota 

By Walt Ruff 

ST. PAUL, MN. - The final tilt in a stretch of four road games 
in six days, the Carolina Hurricanes put a bow on their trip 
this evening when they take on the Minnesota Wild. 

When: Saturday, February 12, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 32-10-3 (67 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 6-0 Win over the Boston Bruins on 
Thursday, February 10. 

Wild Record: 28-11-3 (59 Points, 3rd - Central Division) 

Wild Last Game: 2-0 Loss to the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday, 
February 8. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 None. This is the first meeting this season between 
the two teams. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes put a thrashing on the Boston 
Bruins Thursday, completing a three-game season sweep 
with a 6-0 victory. Frederik Andersen was crucial in the early 
moments of the contest, as the team found themselves 
shorthanded twice within the game's first 4:21. The 
netminder would go on to make 34 saves for his second 

shutout of the season, both coming against Boston. Andrei 
Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen led the charge offensively 
for Carolina, each recording three points. 

Back And Better Than Ever: Thursday night was 
Teravainen's return to the lineup after missing four games 
due to a lower-body injury. The injury has bothered the 
team's top line left wing for several weeks now, initially being 
in and out of the lineup dating back to January 21. #86 
looked like he didn't miss a beat, jumping back in on 
Sebastian Aho's line and contributing immediately. 

Kotkaniemi An Option?: Yesterday afternoon Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi rejoined the team in Minnesota after entering 
COVID-19 Protocol Sunday. While he is with the team, it 
does not necessarily indicate that he will definitely be in the 
lineup tonight. As we've seen on several occasions this 
season, Rod Brind'Amour likes guys to get a couple of 
skates in before returning. The 21-year-old has recorded 20 
points in 42 games this year, including a stretch of eight in 
six games from December 12 - January 7. 

Captain Back On The Scoresheet: Thursday night Jordan 
Staal etched his first goal since October 29, lifting a heavy 
weight off of his shoulders. Carolina's captain totaled just two 
goals in the first half of the season and the hope is for his 
contribution to kick-start a strong second half. 

Turning It On Late: Following their trio of goals Tuesday night 
the Canes now have a league-best +26 goal differential in 
the final frame of regulation. A big part of that is allowing just 
28 goals in 44 third periods this year. 

Just Fine Away From Home: Rod Brind'Amour's club is 16-6-
2 away from PNC Arena this season, matching the Calgary 
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Flames and Pittsburgh Penguins for the most wins on the 
road among any team in the NHL this season. 

Dolla Bill Kirill: Tonight is the first meeting between Carolina 
and Minnesota since 2019. It will be the Canes' first time 
seeing forward Kirill Kaprizov, who joined the Wild last year 
after six successful seasons in the KHL. In 96 NHL games, 
Kaprizov has totaled 104 points, making him a definite player 
to watch this evening. 

Additional Notes: 

Milestone Watch: Tonight will be Vincent Trocheck's 100th 
game as a Hurricane. Antti Raanta is one win shy of 100 in 
his NHL career. Derek Stepan is one point shy of 500 for his 
NHL career. 

What Color Are We Wearing?: The team will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight.

 

 

 

Hurricanes-Wild, Avalanche-Stars highlight weekend schedule 

NHL Network, ESPN analyst Weekes picks games to watch 

By Kevin Weekes 

Each Friday, NHL Network and ESPN analyst Kevin Weekes 
will provide readers with games he is looking forward to that 
weekend: 

CAROLINA HURRICANES AT MINNESOTA WILD 
(SATURDAY; 8 P.M. ET; BSN, BSSO, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

Frederik Andersen (25-6-1, 2.01 goals against average, .930 
save percentage, two shutouts in 32 games) is in the Vezina 
Trophy race, and Tony DeAngelo was a great value signing 
for the Hurricanes when they got him on a one-year contract 
July 28 after they lost defenseman Dougie Hamilton in free 
agency. DeAngelo leads Carolina defenseman with 36 points 
(eight goals, 28 assists) and a plus-15 rating in 38 games. 
Center Sebastian Aho (48 points; 21 goals, 27 assists) and 
forwards Andrei Svechnikov (42 points; 18 goals, 24 assists) 
and Teuvo Teravainen (35 points; 11 goals, 24 assists) lead 
a very deep offensive team. 

Kirill Kaprizov has been incredible with 53 points (19 goals, 
34 assists) in 41 games, and the forward has been off to one 
of the best starts in Wild history, having become the fifth 
active NHL player to reach 100 points in 92 games or fewer. 
He has good company on that list: Washington Capitals 
forward Alex Ovechkin (77 games), Pittsburgh Penguins 
centers Sidney Crosby (80) and Evgeni Malkin (89) and 
Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid (92). Goalies Cam 
Talbot (18-8-1, 2.81 GAA, .913 save percentage) and Kaapo 
Kahkonen (15-10-3, 2.44 GAA, .924 save percentage) each 
is having a good season, though Talbot has gotten more 
starts (27-17) and was selected to play in the 2022 Honda 
NHL All-Star game. Minnesota is a hard team to play against 

and is very physical. Forward Mats Zuccarello has been 
more than a point per game player (42 points in 36 games), 
and forwards Kevin Fiala (34 points; 13 goals, 21 assists) 
and Ryan Hartman (33 points; 18 goals, 15 assists, plus-32 
rating) each is having a strong season. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE AT DALLAS STARS (SUNDAY; 
2 P.M. ET; BSSW+, ALT, ESPN+, NHL LIVE) 

The Avalanche are coming off a 3-2 win against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Thursday and could get center Nathan 
MacKinnon (concussion, facial fracture) back in the lineup 
after he missed five games. Forward Mikko Rantanen (55 
points; 24 goals, 31 assists) is having a great season, but to 
me Nazem Kadri is their best player. The center is among 
the NHL leaders in points with 61 (19 goals, 42 assists) in 42 
games. Darcy Kuemper (22-5-2, 2.54 GAA, .916 save 
percentage, one shutout) has found his game in net but we 
haven't said enough about Pavel Francouz, coming back 
from two hip surgeries and performing as well as he has (7-
1-0, 2.29 GAA, .927 save percentage, two shutouts). 

Dallas is 16-6-1 at home this season and is coming off a 4-3 
win against the Nashville Predators on Wednesday. The 
Stars also defeated the Boston Bruins 6-1 on Jan. 30, so 
they have fared well against some of the top teams in the 
NHL. The top line of Joe Pavelski (48 points; 19 goals, 29 
assists), Jason Robertson (43 points; 19 goals, 24 assists) 
and Roope Hintz (39 points; 21 goals, 18 assists) has 
accounted for 45 percent of their goals (59 of 131). For the 
most part the goaltending, with Jake Oettinger (12-5-0, 2.56 
GAA, .910 save percentage) and Braden Holtby (9-9-1, 2.76 
GAA, .913 save percentage) has been good. This will be 
another big test.
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Hurricanes Prospects in the NCAA 

Many Hurricanes prospects are having career years and 
playing at a high level, highlighting the organization’s talent 
for drafting. 

By Matthew Somma 

Drafting players out of the USHL, high school, prep school or 
Canadian Junior A leagues can be tough. A lot of the 
prospects coming out of these leagues are raw and require 
at least four or five years of development before they’re 
ready to make the jump to the NHL. It’s a slow cook in terms 
of development. You want to give these players as much 
time to develop and physically mature so that when the time 
comes, they’re ready for the NHL. The Hurricanes seem to 
take at least one NCAA-bound player in each draft, partially 
due to upside and partially because they can afford to let that 
player develop for four or five years before signing them to a 
contract. Take a look at Jackson Blake, who was drafted by 
the Hurricanes in this past draft. He is spending this season 
in the USHL and will become a freshman at the University of 
North Dakota in the fall. That gives him a maximum of five 
years of development before the Hurricanes would have to 
sign him, meaning they have plenty of time to let him 
develop. 

EP Rinkside scout Lassi Alanen created a visual analytics 
chart using data from InStat Hockey and was kind enough to 
share charts on four Hurricanes prospects that I felt were 
having impressive seasons. This article will focus on those 
charts and the implications they have on the future of the 
system. Analytics aren’t the end all be all in terms of hockey 
analysis. I use them in tandem with my viewings of players to 
paint a better picture of the player, so these charts provided 
some valuable insights. Let’s begin with one of the 
Hurricanes’ top prospects, Scott Morrow. 

Scott Morrow 

Let’s talk about the good first. Morrow’s offensive game is 
very clearly among the best in the entire NCAA. His goal 
totals and points/60 stand out among the best in the entire 
country. Same with his passes to the slot and successful 
dekes percentages. In my viewings, Morrow has been poised 
with the puck on his stick and can dictate the pace of play in 
the offensive zone. He controls the entire offensive game 
when he’s on the ice. If a defenseman moves, it’s because 
Morrow wanted him to react that way and he’ll be able to 
make an adjustment accordingly. He’s also one of the better 
puck carriers in the NCAA, capable of carrying the puck in 
the neutral zone and creating zone entries that result in 
shots.  

Now, let’s talk about Morrow’s defense. Two things stand out 
immediately, and that’s his successful puck battles numbers 
and his xGA/60 (expected goals against per 60 minutes) 
numbers. Morrow isn’t the best defensively and has shown 

against the better teams in the NCAA that he still has a long 
way to go in terms of being a confident defender. He loses a 
lot of puck battles and can turn the puck over under pressure 
in the defensive zone. These numbers show that Morrow 
needs to improve his play along the boards and get stronger. 
At 194 pounds, he certainly isn’t light, but if he can work on 
utilizing that strength along the boards, he’ll be a much better 
defender.  

So what does this chart say? It says that Morrow is one of 
the best defensemen in the NCAA both in the offensive zone 
and in transition and that he still needs work in the defensive 
zone. His season has been nothing short of impressive, 
especially considering the fact that he made the jump to the 
NCAA from high school. Give Morrow another year to 
develop and we’ll hopefully see some growth in the 
defensive zone. 

Massimo Rizzo 

Rizzo has been the biggest surprise in the Hurricanes’ 
system this year considering he had spent much of the past 
two seasons hurt. Rizzo is a freshman and playing for 
arguably the best team in the country, which might boost his 
stats a bit. Still, any time I’ve watched Rizzo this season, I’ve 
been blown away by his puck skills and pace. I loved Rizzo 
in his draft year, too. He could control a shift in the offensive 
zone and had a certain “wow” factor in his game that made 
him easy to cheer for. I’ve seen a more complete player in 
the NCAA this season. Rizzo’s chart shows that he’s one of 
the best passers in the NCAA and that a large amount of his 
passes turn into shots. He isn’t much of a shooter himself, 
however. A lot of his points are assists and I expect him to 
be more of a playmaker at the NHL level.  

Honestly, there’s not much to dislike about Rizzo’s chart. It’s 
truly impressive considering he’s a freshman playing in his 
first full season since before his draft year. With his injury 
issues out of the way, it seems that Rizzo is destined for a 
successful NCAA career and possibly an NHL deal a year or 
two into the future. Rizzo’s defensive metrics on this chart 
don’t jump out at me, but the only real “complaint” I have is 
that I wish he was able to win more puck battles. That’s 
teachable, though. Rizzo is averaging just over 13 minutes 
per game and has 27 points in 24 games as a freshman.  

Domenick Fensore 

It’s no secret that I love Dom Fensore and that I believe he 
can be an NHL player. There’s too much to like about his 
game. He’s one of the most creative players with the puck in 
the entire NCAA, his pace and transition game rank among 
the best in the NCAA and he keeps improving in every 
aspect of his game. Fensore is one of the smartest offensive 
minds in the Hurricanes’ pipeline. He has the ability to 
dissect the play and act on it better than almost anyone, 
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save for maybe Scott Morrow. What stands out here is how 
strong Fensore’s transition game is. He isn’t afraid to carry 
the puck out of the zone and often enters the zone before 
passing it off to a teammate. Any time I’ve watched Fensore 
this season, he’s been the best defenseman on the ice.  

Point totals aren’t everything, and nothing about Fensore’s 
point totals scream “elite.” Points aren’t everything, though. 
Fensore’s teammates struggled to score for much of the first 
half of their season despite his best efforts to create offense. 
He’s more of a distributor than a shooter, so a lot of his 
passes either went wide or were saved. He was making 
outstanding pass after pass to players like Tyler Boucher, 
who couldn’t score on a soccer net. What I care about is that 
Fensore is actively working to create as much offense as 
possible while also becoming a stronger defender. That 
alone is impressive. From day one, I noticed that Fensore 
was one of the hardest workers out there and that he was 
going to do whatever it took to make something happen.  

Now, here’s the question. Do the Hurricanes try and sign 
Fensore this year or let him play his senior year at Boston 
University? It’s a tough call to make. On one hand, Fensore’s 
offensive and transition game is ready for the pros and he 
would more than likely fit into the Wolves’ lineup next 
season. On the other hand, it wouldn’t hurt to give him 
another year to add some more muscle and continue 
rounding out his defensive game. But then you run the risk of 
Fensore deciding to sign elsewhere if the Hurricanes elect to 
sign some of their other defensive prospects next year. The 
Hurricanes currently have Ronan Seeley and Aleksi 
Heimosalmi under contract and could possibly sign Anttoni 
Honka and Scott Morrow between now and the end of next 
season. There’s also Bryce Montgomery, whose rights expire 
on June 1, 2023 if left unsigned by the Hurricanes. That’s a 
lot of defensemen for Fensore to jump over, but he’s talented 
enough to do just that. Needless to say, it’ll be something to 
keep an eye on as Boston University’s season nears its end.  

Kevin Wall 

Finally, there’s Kevin Wall. He’s a natural goal scorer with a 
wicked shot and his passing game has developed over the 
course of his NCAA career. Wall’s chart shows that his 
offensive game is right where it needs to be and that his 
defensive game is a little underwhelming. It’s something that 
I’ve noticed over the past two seasons as well. I absolutely 
love Wall’s speed and goal scoring ability but I’ve found his 
effort in the defensive zone to be a little inconsistent. It’s a lot 
better this year, but there’s still more that I need to see from 
him. I feel that if he’s given one more year at Penn State, 
we’ll see more improvement in that regard. He has the tools 
to be successful in the defensive zone. He’s quick, smart and 
a strong body that can play physically if needed. He just 
needs to work on his positioning and improve his gap control. 
His takeaway numbers stand out in a good way, too. Penn 
State is in a bit of a tough place right now. The program has 
lost a lot of its top players in recent years and Wall has been 
counted on to be one of the team’s primary producers this 
season. In recent games, he has seen a dip in both ice time 
and production, but it’s not a cause for concern. Like I said, 
give him another year and we’ll see more improvement. 
Then he’ll be free to sign with the Hurricanes. 

The Hurricanes are one of the best teams in the league at 
finding talent in every round of the draft. Morrow was drafted 
in the second round, 40th overall. Fensore was drafted at the 
end of the third round, 90th overall. Wall was an overage 
skater picked in the sixth round, 181st overall. Finally, 
Massimo Rizzo was the second to last person drafted in 
2019, drafted 216th overall. Talk about getting value with 
every single pick. Despite not having a first round pick in the 
2021 draft, the Hurricanes pipeline remains one of the best in 
the league due to this team’s ability to draft high upside 
players with every pick. And despite the fact that the 
Hurricanes are once again without their first round pick, I 
expect them to do the same in the 2022 draft.
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About Last Night: Goalscoring Bonanza in Boston 

The Carolina Hurricanes dominated the Boston Bruins in 
every area of the game as they skated to an easy 6-0 victory 
Thursday night at TD Gardens. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Not just one goal, not just two goals, not just three goals, not 
just… 

Well, you get the point, and the Carolina Hurricanes got two 
as they absolutely manhandled the Boston Bruins in a 6-0 
shutout win Thursday night at TD Garden. 

The Canes were the better team in every area of the ice: six 
goals scored as compared to zero, outshot the Bruins 43-34, 
had two power play goals, were a perfect four for four on the 
penalty kill, and even had the edge in the faceoff dot. 

It was a perfect rout and the perfect response to a 
disappointing two-game skid. 

Let’s take a look at the brightest spots from last night: 

Frederik Andersen 

I mean, what else can we say about this guy? 

The obvious frontrunner for the MVP of the Hurricanes’ 
season, Andersen has been in the top-three of most goalie 
statistics for the entire season and is tied with Andrei 
Vasilevskiy for most wins this season after his 34-save 
shutout last night. 

The Canes started the game in Boston very much on the 
wrong foot with back-to-back penalties called within the first 
five minutes and it was thanks to Andersen that Carolina got 
out of that sequence unscathed.  

“The game could have been flipped [in the first four 
minutes],” said Rod Brind’Amour on Andersen’s 
performance. “If they had got a power play goal, the game 
could be way different. So that was a huge part of the game. 
He was great and we were able to settle down and get 
playing.” 

Andersen made 10 high-danger saves and saved 2.71 goals 
above expected in a pretty heavy workload throughout the 
night with multiple saves on rebound opportunities and in-
close jams. 

It’s hard to believe with how well he’s played that this was 
only his second shutout of the season — the first being 
against Boston as well, a 33-save shutout win in October — 
but what matters is that he gets wins.  

And very convincing wins at that. 

Return of the Finns 

Teuvo Teravainen had missed the last four games dealing 
with a lower-body injury, but with him back in the lineup last 
night, all seemed right in the world. 

“It’s been a battle for me lately,” Teravainen said after the 
game. “But I’m starting to feel better, so that’s good. I want to 
play. It’s always tough to be out for a little while, but it’s good 
to be healthy now. The team played good, and it’s always 
nice to help. It’s way more easy for me to be on the ice and 

help the team than watch the games from upstairs. It’s good 
to be back.” 

The Finnish winger didn’t seem to have missed a beat, 
registering the primary assist on the opening goal and then 
adding two more primary apples before the night was done.  

He even passed up a wide-open look in the slot, so you 
know he’s back in proper form. 

“He’d been out a long time with obviously no practices or 
anything, so that takes a special kind of player to do that,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He does a lot for us in every situation. He 
was real important for us tonight.” 

Another player who Teravainen’s return seemed important 
for was his usual linemate, Sebastian Aho.  

Aho picked up two goals last night, each assisted by 
Teravainen, to snap a five-game goal drought. 

Any surprise there? 

Not really. 

Hopefully Teravainen’s health continues to trend upward and 
he can stay in the lineup moving forward because he’s such 
a key part to the team’s overall success. 

Staal Score 

It happened. It finally happened. 

After three-and-a-half months and 37 games, Jordan Staal 
scored another goal. 

Last season had seen Staal put up a career best goal and 
point pace in Carolina and all seemed well for the 33-year 
old captain, but apparently that luck had come at a price. 

Staal had been snakebitten for so long this season, 
generating chance after chance, from looks in alone in the 
low slot and odd-man rushes, but seemingly nothing more 
was going to go in. 

It seemed like he was legitimately curse. 

But props to Staal. He stuck with his game, never changing, 
and kept the same consistent game that the Canes depend 
on night in and night out. 

“We’ve all been there where you can’t get one to go and 
obviously he was in one of those ruts, but you have to give 
him a lot of credit because his game didn’t really change,” 
Brind’Amour said on his captain. “His game was the same. 
Solid. Dealing with so many other things. He’s the leader of 
our group and the measure of his success is how well the 
team is doing. He was able to get one tonight, but look at 
how we played tonight. That was a direct reflection of our 
captain.” 

While playing hard and reliably is important, scoring can give 
you a lot of personal relief, and above all else, it feels good. 

“I feel like my game has gotten better lately,” Staal said after 
the game. “You start getting rewarded with some offense. It 
was a long time, obviously, not scoring, but we were winning 
a lot of hockey games. In this group there’s a lot of guys who 
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can score goals, we’re just trying to play the right way and do 
the right things and win games. But it’s definitely nice to get 
one.” 

While he’s not likely to go on a tear now, hopefully Staal can 
start chipping in ones here or there and not have to wait 
nearly half a season again to get another.

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Minnesota Wild: Game Preview 

The Hurricanes look to continue the good vibes after their 
win over the Bruins.  

By Sarah.A@WriteSaidSarah 

Carolina Hurricanes (32-10-3) @ Minnesota Wild (28-11-3) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 46 

Saturday, February 12, 2022 - 8:00 p.m. ET 

Xcel Energy Center — St. Paul, MN 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Silver Seven 
https://www.silversevensens.com/ 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Hurricanes have already gotten a few games under their 
belt as they returned from the All-Star break and immediately 
headed out on the road. They’re 1-1-1 this week, with the 
biggest blemish being yet another loss to the Ottawa 
Senators. Their trouncing of the Boston Bruins more than 
makes up for their Ottawa-based woes, anyway.  

The team heads now to Minnesota to wrap up this trip, taking 
on the Minnesota Wild. The Wild currently sit in third place in 
the Central Division with 59 points. While the Avalanche are 
running away with that division, the rest of the standings are 
close, with just eight points separating second place 
(Nashville) and fifth (Dallas).  

Unsurprisingly, the Wild are led once again by Kirill Kaprizov. 
Fresh off of a charming performance in the All-Star Skills 
Competition, Kaprizov has 53 points in 41 games and is on 
pace to record well over 100 points this season. The 
Hurricanes have yet to face off against the young star, who 
brings a level of excitement and creativity to the Wild that the 
team has long been missing. 

Of course, the Hurricanes are a team filled with dynamic 
scorers of their own, who will look to make life tough on the 
Wild. Goaltenders Cam Talbot and Kaapo Kahkonen have 
largely split time this season. While Talbot has the better 
record (18-8-1), Kahkonen has the better stats (2.44 GAA, 
.924 Sv %) and has wins in four of his last five games. 
(Granted, those games were against Chicago, Montreal, and 
the Islanders.)  

With the Wild having played just one game in the past week, 
will they have some rust to shake off? Let’s see how the 
teams compare before puck drop:  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Wild 

Record 32-10-3 28-11-3 

Goals/Game 3.51 3.74 

Goals Against/Game 2.36 2.83 

Shots/Game 33.38 32.93 

Face Off Win % 53.8% 48.2% 

Power Play % (Rank) 24.8% (8th) 19.2% (19th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 89.3% (1st) 80.1% (15th) 

ES Corsi For % 54.89% 50.72% 

ES PDO 101.63 102.34 

PIM/Game 09:17 11:08 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Cam Talbot 

Record 25-6-1 18-8-1 

Save % .930 .913 

GAA 2.01 2.81 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Kaapo Kahkonen 

Record 6-3-1 10-3-2 

Save % .909 .924 

GAA 2.39 2.44 
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Game Notes 

 This is the first time the Wild and Hurricanes have 
met this season. The last time these two teams met 
was on December 7, 2019. The Hurricanes swept 
the season series that year.  

 Freddie Andersen is 6-3-0 against the Wild in his 
career, with a 0.920 save percentage and 2.36 
goals against average.  

 Derek Stepan’s next point will be his 500th point in 
the NHL.  

 The Wild will be without the services of Nick 
Bjugstad and Matt Dumba, both on injured reserve 
for upper body injuries.  

 Marcus Foligno will also be out of the lineup; he’s 
been suspended two games for kneeing Adam 
Lowry in a game against the Winnipeg Jets on 
February 8. This is Foligno’s first career 
suspension.  

 Prior to going pointless in the Wild’s last game, Kirill 
Kaprizov had a 12-game point streak. He has had 
15 multi-point games this season.

 

 

 

Wolves’ valiant rally falls short 

Wolves score 3 in the final 22 minutes, but need one more  

The Chicago Wolves doubled the Rockford IceHogs’ shot 
total Friday night, but wound up on the short end of a 5-4 
decision in a fierce Central Division clash. 

Forwards David Gust, Andrew Poturalski and Jamieson 
Rees and defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald scored for the 
Wolves (27-9-4-2), who rallied valiantly from a 5-1 deficit. 
Chicago maintained its seven-point lead in the Central 
Division. 

The IceHogs (18-16-3-1) took a 2-0 lead in the first period as 
Michal Teply scored twice in a 65-second span. Teply was 
credited with his first goal at 15:43 after goaltender Alex Lyon 
stopped his close-range shot, but the rebound bounced off a 
Wolves forward and skidded across the goal line. 

Teply added his second at 16:49 as he knocked home a 
rebound on the power play — snapping the Wolves’ 
franchise-record streak of 35 consecutive penalty kills that 
lasted 777 minutes and 59 seconds. 

The Wolves proceeded to outshoot the IceHogs 20-6 in the 
second period, but Rockford found ways to extend its lead to 
5-2. 

Rockford’s Isaak Phillips banked in a rebound for a 3-0 lead 
at 7:49 before Gust got the Wolves on the board at 9:21. 
Jack Drury centered a pass toward the top of the crease for 
David Cotton, whose shot was blocked by IceHogs 

goaltender Collin Delia. Gust pounced on the rebound and 
roofed it home for his 11th goal of the year. 

The IceHogs’ Mike Hardman and Ian Mitchell answered for 
the hosts, then Poturalski registered his 21st of the year at 
18:16 to cut the deficit to 5-2. Fitzgerald earned the assist on 
the play. 

Poturalski repaid the favor at 6:13 of the third as he whistled 
a pass to Fitzgerald as he sneaked behind a defender. 
Fitzgerald stickhandled through the slot and rifled a shot that 
made it 5-3. 

Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky pulled the goaltender in 
the waning moments to get an extra attacker on the ice, 
which paid off as Rees swatted home a rebound with 14 
seconds in regulation. Chicago won the subsequent faceoff 
and punched two shots toward the net, but couldn’t find the 
equalizer. 

Lyon (12-4-2) stopped 11 of 16 shots before giving way to 
backup Jack LaFontaine with 6:09 left in the second. 
LaFontaine stopped all 7 shots he faced. Delia (7-6-2) 
recorded a season-high 43 saves to pick up the win. 

The Wolves launch a four-game homestand at 7 p.m. 
Saturday when the IceHogs visit Allstate Arena for Star Wars 
Night. Chicago also hosts the Milwaukee Admirals at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, then the Iowa Wild at 7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 19, 
and 3 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 20. For the best ticket specials, 
email a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258307853.html 

https://theathletic.com/3123045/2022/02/12/three-questions-the-hurricanes-need-to-answer-on-their-way-to-cup-contention/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-fifteen-road-warriors/c-330711364 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-wild/c-330719250 
https://www.nhl.com/news/kevin-weekes-weekend-schedule-lookahead-february-12-13/c-330711032 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/11/22922009/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-scott-morrow-domenick-fensore 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/11/22929433/about-last-night-goalscoring-bonanza-in-boston-carolina-hurricanes-staal-teravainen-aho-

andersen 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/12/22930264/carolina-hurricanes-minnesota-wild-game-preview-how-to-watch-broadcast-notes 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/11/wolves-valiant-rally-falls-short/ 
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‘Hungry’ Hurricanes sweep away bad memories in another big win over 
the Boston Bruins 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, FEBRUARY 11, 2022 6:30 AM 

 

The Boston Bruins, playing shorthanded, must have decided that 
roughhouse hockey was their best chance Thursday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Bruins were missing their captain, Patrice Bergeron, out with a head 
injury. They were without winger Brad Marchand, suspended six games 
by the NHL for losing his cool and striking Pittsburgh goalie Tristan Jarry. 

So, rough it was. Physical. Bodies were flying. Fists were flying. 

But the Canes have proven they’re not a team that can be pushed 
around— and certainly not by the Bruins. The Canes took Boston’s best 
shots while taking a 6-0 victory at TD Garden to complete a season 
sweep of the three-game series. 

“It seems this team, wherever the game goes, whatever way, it seems 
like we’re pretty much capable of playing that way,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I don’t think it caught us by surprise. They’re missing 
their two top guys, tough guys to have out of your lineup.” 

The Bruins, led by Bergeron and Marchand, were the team that 
dispatched the Canes from the Stanley Cup playoffs in 2019 and 2020. 
The Bruins were bigger, tougher, better. They had goalie Tuukka Rask, 
who retired Wednesday, playing at his brilliant best those two years. 

“They beat us a couple of times and that for sure made us a little more 
hungry to beat these guys,” Canes winger Teuvo Teravainen said 
Thursday. 

The Canes (32-10-3) outscored the Bruins 16-1 this season. Goalie 
Frederik Andersen beat them three times and shut them out twice, 
making 34 saves Thursday including some big ones early as the Canes 
had to kill off a few penalties. 

GOVERNOR COOPER CHIMES IN 

The Canes’ dominance over the Bruins this season caught the eye of 
North Carolina’s top elected official, as well. A short time after Carolina 
polished off its victory, Gov. Roy Cooper took to Twitter, simultaneously 
gloating about Thursday’s win while referencing Marchand’s social media 
attack on the Canes and their “small market” existence. That kerfuffle all 
started when the Canes’ Vincent Trocheck was compared to Marchand, 
and offhandedly asked if that meant he was “a rat.” 

Not hearing an answer, he added, “Yeah, that’s fair.” 

Marchand, in an Instagram post, then took a shot at Trocheck, saying, 
“This is like comparing a Lambo to a Prius.” He also posted a side-by-
side comparison of his career statistics with Trocheck’s from 
hockeyDB.com. 

And then the Canes won the game, 7-1. 

The Canes’ social media team had a lot of fun with that, posting the 
score and noting the “L” for the Bruins stood for Lamborghini. The Canes 
posted a video clip of Trocheck knocking Marchand down with a clean hit 
at the Carolina blue line, tweeting: “Never seen a Prius total a Lambo 
before.” 

Thursday night, Cooper joined in the fun. He Tweeted: 

“Another impressive win by our @Canes against the @NHL Bruins 
tonight. Wouldn’t have mattered if the Lamborghini Marchand 
@Bmarch63 had played. His cheap shots last night will give him a lot 
more time to post pretentious, misleading smaller hockey market tripe 
anyway.” 

Another impressive win by our @Canes against the @NHL Bruins 
tonight. Wouldn’t have mattered if the Lamborghini Marchand 
@Bmarch63 had played. His cheap shots last night will give him a lot 
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more time to post pretentious, misleading smaller hockey market tripe 
anyway. 

— Roy Cooper (@RoyCooperNC) February 11, 2022 

HANDLING THE BRUINS’ TOUGH STUFF 

And the physical challenge? When Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
put a hard open-ice hit on the Canes’ Sebastian Aho in the first period, 
he soon had Canes defenseman Tony DeAngelo in his face, dropping 
the gloves, swinging away. 

McAvoy, a big guy who can handle himself, had two inches and 25 
pounds on DeAngelo. But he had to grab DeAngelo and give him a fling 
to stop the fight after DeAngelo got off a flurry of punches and seemed 
willing to continue throwing them. 

“Tony steps up for everybody,” Brind’Amour said. “I mean, everybody. 
I’ve got to give him a lot of credit. He’s done nothing but great things 
since he got here and guys love him.” 

Asked if DeAngelo reminded him of Canes assistant coach Tim Gleason, 
who dropped the gloves more than a few times when he played for 
Carolina, Brind’Amour quickly replied, “Gleas is one of those guys who 
loves him.” 

Aho, by the way, was fine after the McAvoy hit. He said he saw it coming 
at the last second and “put on the brakes” to lessen the impact. He then 
scored twice, and has 21 for the season. 

ADDING TEAM GRIT 

DeAngelo, in his first season with Carolina, has added an element of 
toughness that has been missing to a degree the past few years. The 
Canes traded for forward Micheal Ferland, a tough guy, but concussions 
soon sidelined him. Forward Brock McGinn would drop and throw at 
times but left after last season. 

But with players such as DeAngelo and Vincent Trocheck, this Canes 
team has enough snarl. Even defenseman Jaccob Slavin, the NHL’s 
Lady Byng Trophy winner last season for his “gentlemanly” play, has laid 
out a few opponents with punishing hits. 

Jordan Staal’s line plays a heavy game and did again Thursday. Wingers 
Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast were strong on the forecheck and Fast 
set up defenseman Brett Pesce for a goal. 

And Staal scored. The Canes captain redirected a Brady Skjei shot in the 
third period for his first goal since Oct. 29, ending a goal-less streak of 35 
games. 

Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov also scored, and Teravainen tied his 
career high with three assists in his return to the lineup from injury, as the 
Canes’ blend of speed, skill and team toughness was too much for the 
Bruins to answer. The Canes were better. 

“We tried to outphysical them,” McAvoy said. 

And? 

“It got away from us,” he said. 
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Wild's Duhaime has no problem proving he's an NHL player 

 

Chris Miller 

12-16 minutes 2/11/2022 

 

Brandon Duhaime seems to have skipped a step on his way to skating a 
regular shift in the NHL. 

The 24-year-old Wild winger spent the past two seasons with Iowa of the 
American Hockey League, cutting his teeth in the pros without setting off 
any "call me up" alarms. In 87 games over two seasons, he scored only 
12 goals. 

Based on that production, it seemed as if he would be one of those guys 
who was frequently on I-35 back and forth from Des Moines to St. Paul 
as a fill-in when the big club needed a warm body. 

But stats can be deceiving. Duhaime was being prepped for a regular 
role in the Wild lineup, not as a goal scorer, but as a bruising linemate 
who brought extra speed to an already fast team. 

And when coach Dean Evason needed to fill a spot in his forward group 
for this season, he got just what he expected from Duhaime. 

"[Iowa coach] Tim Army had told us, I think it was even the summer 
before, that this guy was going to play," Evason said. "And when he 
came in [to training camp], even if we had him penciled in on the wall his 
first couple days, you were like, 'OK this guy is a pro, this guy is an NHL 
hockey player.' 

"With his size, with his speed, with his skill ... and then his confidence 
level was high right from the get-go." 

Duhaime has played 40 of the team's 42 games, missing two because of 
COVID, and there has never been a hint he would be returned to Iowa. 
He has five goals and eight assists playing mostly on the fourth line. 

For the next two games, he'll replace Marcus Foligno — suspended by 
the NHL for kneeing Winnipeg's Adam Lowry after a fight Tuesday night 
— on the team's intimidating line with center Joel Eriksson Ek and Jordan 
Greenway. 

"They're killers in all aspects, right?" Duhaime said of the line. "They're 
on the forecheck, they're hunting everything, they're dominant 
everywhere, whether it's the forecheck, the offensive zone, scrums ... 

"Greeny and Ek can play five on four and still be dominant, so it's not too 
much pressure to help those guys out." 

A fourth-round draft pick in 2016, the 6-2, 200-pound Duhaime has been 
a continent hopper on his hockey trek, which started at the youth level in 
Florida, went to junior leagues in the States and Canada, and included 
three years at Providence. After two years in the minors, he felt he was 
ready for the big show. 

"That was my goal coming in, I wanted to make the team out of camp," 
he said. "I did a good job over the summer to put myself in that position, 
and the stars aligned and I made it through." 

Defenseman Alex Goligoski, signed as a free agent in the offseason, was 
impressed. 

"I didn't know anything really about him," Goligoski said. "Right away you 
could tell the speed that he has, and the power he can play with. He's got 
great skill, got a great shot ... you can tell he's a more mature player 
coming into the league. He plays a heavy, hard game." 

Duhaime hasn't bought a mansion or gained a posse yet — "I had to buy 
a car, unfortunately. I went my first two years [as a pro] without one, just 
hitching rides and Ubering," he said, "but I don't know if there was a 
moment where I said, 'I made it.' " 

And does he still fear he might have to take that ride back down I-35? 

"I still feel like I have to come in every day and perform just to keep 
myself around," Duhaime said. "I just want to keep better moving 
forward." 
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Wild get into Olympic spirit at St. Paul Curling Club 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-3 minutes 2/11/2022 

 

With a few days off before a sprint to the finish line — 40 games in 77 
days, to be exact — the Wild took some time away from the hockey rink 
Thursday. 

Albeit in favor of another ice surface. 

After a rather intense practice on Thursday morning, the Wild 
reconvened at the St. Paul Curling Club for some friendly competition. It 
was a chance for players, coaches and support staff alike to try their 
hand the Olympic sport that seems to be rapidly growing around the Twin 
Cities. 

“It was a nice deviation from our regular routine,” coach Dean Evason 
said. “It’s nice to do a team-building thing. We had a practice plus that, 
and still got the guys home to their families early. We had a blast. We 
look forward to going back and doing it again.” 

There’s a wide range of curling experience on the Wild roster, and the 
results spoke for themselves. 

While veteran defenseman Alex Goligoski has dabbled at the Itasca 
Curling Club in his hometown of Grand Rapids, hulking winger Jordan 
Greenway had never thrown a rock in his life. The contrast between 
Goligoski and Greenway was a microcosm of the rest of the team. 

“I thought Greener was actually pretty good,” Goligoski said with a laugh. 
“Maybe not the best form. But he was getting the job done.” 

Not exactly how Greenway would assess himself. 

“There’s a lot of finesse in there and I don’t have a lot of that in my 
game,” Greenway said. “I didn’t do very well.” 

Nobody did very well. That was kind of the point. 

“They still competed their butts off,” Evason said with a smile. “We were 
looking over and they were yelling and competing. It was nice to do 
something like that away from the rink and still have that team feel.” 

Asked about his personal experience with the Olympic sport, Evason 
talked about how he used to play as a kid growing up in Manitoba. They 
used to fill big tin pails with cement, stick a handle on the top, and wait 
for it to harden. 

Luckily for the Wild, they got to use the more traditional rocks at the St. 
Paul Curling Club. 

“It’s always nice getting away from the rink with everybody,” Goligoski 
said. “It was a really good day. It’s a pretty crammed schedule coming 
up, so it was nice to have a couple of days to refresh, then get ready for 
this last stretch here.” 

“It gets pretty intense here pretty soon,” Greenway said of the Wild’s jam-
packed schedule of games. “It’s good that we can just have some down 
time and get together with the guys and do some of those team activities. 
Obviously we’re not going to have much time to do that moving forward.” 
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Panthers use two-week All-Star break as chance to ‘reset’ and try to fix a 
glaring issue 

 

BY DAVID WILSON 

FEBRUARY 11, 2022 5:59 PM 

 

The Florida Panthers were already one of the best teams in the league 
when the 2021-22 NHL season took an extended break around 
Christmas for the holidays and a league-wide uptick in COVID-19 cases, 
and they managed to come back even better. 

In January, the Panthers averaged five goals per game and they won 14 
of 18 between the holiday break and the All-Star break they’re still in the 
middle of. 

When it came back from the holiday pause, Florida was refreshed and 
healthy, and absolutely transformed on the power play. Now the 
Panthers, who returned to the ice Friday for the first time in 10 days, are 
looking for the same sort of bounce after the 2022 NHL All-Star Game. 

“That month of January was a lot of games and pretty taxing on us,” 
interim coach Andrew Brunette said. “It was good to get a little rest and, 
yeah, it seemed like everybody’s ready to go.” 

On Friday, Florida (32-10-5) looked refreshed and so was FLA Live 
Arena, which featured a pristine set of new boards and glass after some 
renovations. The Panthers spent time learning the nuances of how the 
puck might bounce off the new walls and they closed practice with a 
high-energy drill, with both goals placed on one side of the ice and the 
rink divided vertically to create constant action in more confined areas. 

The break is a good chance to look back at the first half of the season 
and think about ways to improve. For Florida, it’s more important to just 
maintain what worked so well in its first 47 games of the season, when it 
jumped into first place and stayed there throughout most of the year. 

It doesn’t mean the Panthers are ready to just settle on keeping up what 
it did so well in the first half of the season. Brunette spent some of his 
time off evaluating and singled out one weakness — probably Florida’s 
most glaring one — after wrapping up practice in Sunrise. 

Brunette said the Panthers sometimes “give up goals a little too easily,” 
and the stats support his concern. Entering Friday, only four teams in the 
NHL had given up more high-danger chances than Florida. 

“There’s some blunders, there’s some mistakes that end up in the back 
of our net and when you can control a game those are deflating,” 
Brunette said. “We’ve done an unbelievable job of coming back from 
those, but I’d love to get rid of some of those because when you get into 
the nitty-gritty here they’re almost impossible to come back. 

“It’s nice to have a refresher. ... This is a good little time to reset and give 
some thought into it.” 

He and the Panthers did the same sort of thing during the Christmas 
pause, and their power play completely revitalized. In its first 29 games 
before a COVID outbreak paused their season, Florida converted on just 
16.8 percent of its power plays — the seventh-worst mark in the league. 
Since the break, the Panthers are up to 28.9 percent — the third best 
mark in the league, entering Friday — and have climbed into the top half 
of the league at 21.1 percent overall. 

It was a major point of emphasis during the three practices at the end of 
the Christmas break, and it paid off. 

“We had a meeting right before we came out of Christmas break and had 
some goals set that we wanted to do,” star defenseman Aaron Ekblad 
said. “I’m sure we’ll do something similar to that with our game as a 
whole, not just the power play.” 
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The two-week break also gives Florida a chance to get healthy — just the 
holiday break did — and it expects to have a much deeper group of 
forwards to choose from Wednesday when its season resumes against 
the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Wingers Patric Hornqvist, Maxim Mamin and Noel Acciari all took part in 
practice Friday, and Brunette said they should be ready to play next 
week in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

“They’re all on schedule here to get going once we kick off,” the coach 
said. 

Hornqvist and Mamin both sustained injuries in January, and missed 
multiple games ahead of the break. Mamin, whose injury was 
unspecified, missed Florida’s last four games before the break and 
Hornqvist missed eight in a row with an upper-body injury. By the time he 
returns to the ice Wednesday, Hornqvist will have missed nearly a month 
for an injury the Panthers said wasn’t too serious — a nice luxury for the 
35-year-old right wing. 

Acciari, on the other hand, hasn’t played at all this regular season after 
tearing a pectoral muscle in the preseason. His ability to play both center 
and right wing will give Brunette a little extra roster flexibility with his 
bottom two lines. 

Hornqvist skated with his usual fourth line Friday, while Mamin and 
Acciari both worked as extra skaters. 
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Florida Panthers rookie Anton Lundell making run at Calder Trophy 

 

Published 21 hours ago on February 11, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

While Trevor Zegras, Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond have been the 
talk of all Calder Trophy conversations for the most part at the beginning 
of the season, Florida Panthers rookie Anton Lundell has put himself 
right in the middle of the race. 

A month of January that saw him score 17 points in 15 games — and win 
the NHL’s Rookie of the Month — propelled him into the thick of things. 

“He had a great, month, he had a great season, I think he has come in as 
advertised,” Panthers coach Andrew Brunette said. 

Yes, as advertised. 

“He enjoys hockey, loves to play, wants to win,’’ GM Bill Zito said the 
night Florida drafted him 12th overall in 2020. “Without putting too much 
pressure on him … he’s the kind of player we want to bring into the 
Florida Panthers; someone who will do the little things, wants to play in 
all areas of the ice.” 

Lundell had lofty expectations from the moment he signed his entry-level 
deal with Florida last summer. 

And for good reason. 

Playing in Finland’s top pro league as a 19-year-old, Lundell scored 25 
points in 26 games — 16 of those points coming off goals. 

In international play, he added another 10 points (six goals, four assists) 
in seven games during the IIHF World Junior Championship and seven 
points (four goals, three assists) in 10 games during the World 
Championship as he faced off against NHL players. 

Upon arrival in South Florida last summer, he did not miss a beat. 

He was thrust into action in his NHL debut against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Oct. 14, 2021. 

The Panthers took nine penalties and the 20-year-old rookie was on the 
frontlines of killing them. 

Lundell logged 5:26 of shorthanded time-on-ice and helped Florida hold 
Pittsbugh to 2-of-9 on the power play. 

“He was awesome on the penalty kill with (Sasha Barkov) there, creating 
offense on the penalty kill with a great stick,” said Carter Verhaeghe. 

“He was making plays. He came in and played well as a center in the 
NHL, so you can tell he’s going to be a special player.” 

He showed all of the signs of becoming one early on. 

By October’s end, Lundell had five points in five games, tied for third 
among rookies in scoring. 

He also got his first taste of action on a third line consisting of himself, 
Mason Marchment and Sam Reinhart, with the trio combining for 10 
points in a two-game stretch in late October. 

An injury to Marchment on Nov. 8 forced the dominant line to split up and 
a later injury to Barkov pushed Lundell up a spot to Florida’s No. 2 
center. 

While his point production dropped during that stretch (he had five points 
in 14 games from when Barkov left the Panthers lineup on Nov. 16 to 
Florida’s extended Christmas break), his defensive abilities were still very 
much on display. 

With Lundell’s help, the Panthers made it out of that stretch with an 8-5-1 
record and were still holding on to the top spot in the Atlantic Division. 

Raymond stood atop of the rookie race for points with 28 in 31 games — 
Zegras not far behind with 25 in 30 — but even sitting at 12 points in 25 
games, Lundell had a comeback effort up his sleeve. 

From Dec. 29 to Jan. 24, Lundell led all rookies in assists (eight) and 
points (12). 

During that stretch, Lundell had a rotating cast of linemates with 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Anthony Duclair made an appearance on his 
wings when Sam Bennett served a three-game suspension from Jan. 4-
8. 

“He’s young, he’s such a smart player and he can play in every situation,” 
Huberdeau said when the two were paired up with each other. “He can 
make some plays and whatever we do is going to be interesting and fun.” 

Lundell had two assists in those three games and helped the Panthers 
continue what was a nine-game winning streak. 

But the best was still yet to come. 

Anton Lundell exceeding all expectations with Florida Panthers 

On Jan. 25, Brunette decided to reunite the third line that worked 
wonders for the Panthers in October. 

Lundell was back with Marchment and Reinhart. 

It helped them in the short term, with the trio scoring three goals in the 
first period of a 5-3 win over the Winnipeg Jets. 

One of those goals belonged to Lundell, who finished the night with two 
points. 

“We knew he was an extremely smart two-way player and he’s really 
feeling it offensively playing on a line that has a lot of chemistry,” 
Brunette said. 
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“We saw them together a little early in the year for a few games early in 
the year and they played really well, kind of reunited them as of late and 
they’re right back where they were before.” 

That was just the beginning, however. 

A five-assist performance against the Columbus Blue Jackets on Jan. 31 
capped off a weeklong stretch that saw him net eight points in four 
games. 

In full, his line accounted for six of Florida’s eight goals in an 8-4 win over 
Columbus. 

Now, Lundell is comfortably sitting in a tie for second place in goals 
among rookies with Zegras, having 32 points each. 

Zegras is the heavy favorite to win the Calder based on his highlight 
goals and strong play in Anaheim. He was even added to All-Star 
Weekend to show off his skills and he almost stole the show with his 
“Dodgeball” breakaway challenge goal scored while blindfolded. 

The FHN Florida Panthers Mailbag: Potential trades, goalies & more 

But one thing Zegras, Raymond and the rest do not have going for them 
that Lundell does is that they do not play for the Panthers. 

Lundell has shown how important he is on perhaps the best team in the 
NHL. His responsibilities have been noticed as his skill and high on-ice 
intelligence. 

There is plenty of time for Lundell to continue moving up the rookie ranks 
and show off in his quest to try and join Huberdeau and Aaron Ekblad as 
Florida’s Calder Trophy winners. 

“I think he’s a really good player, he has a very high hockey IQ, and he 
fits our mold of competitive smart players,” Brunette said after Lundell 
was announced as the Rookie of the Month. 

“Really happy he was rewarded for it.” 
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The Athletic / NHL players dish on their favorite subtle skills around the 
league: ‘I don’t know how he does that’ 

 

By Mark Lazerus  

Feb 11, 2022  

  

Sebastian Aho really wasn’t getting the point of the exercise. 

“Patrick Kane’s hands, man,” the Hurricanes center blurted out 
immediately. “Ovechkin’s slap shot, it’s unreal. MacKinnon, McDavid, that 
skating ability.” 

Yeah, but everyone knows about Kane’s hands, about Alex Ovechkin’s 
slapper, about Nathan MacKinnon’s and Connor McDavid’s speed, about 
Sidney Crosby’s backhand, about Zdeno Chara’s strength. What I was 
looking for here was something a little more subtle, a little more 
indefinable. The kind of things you might not notice from the 300-level 
seats, the kind of thing only a fellow NHL player would pick up on. Name 
a player who does one small aspect of the game unusually well — 
maybe the way he walks the blue line, or the way he conserves energy 
without losing ground, or the way he delivers a hard, flat stretch pass — 
that make you, a world-class player in your own right, stop and say, 
“Damn.” 

“I can’t pin one guy right now,” Kings defenseman Drew Doughty said in 
what, let’s face it, was a total cop-out. “But there are a lot of things that 
fans don’t understand that players do. There are so many little things that 
happen in the game. A lot of it comes from defensive aspects of the 
game. People don’t realize what it takes to defend some of these guys 
and it’s tough. There are so many things that players do that people take 
for granted and don’t realize.” 

I asked more than 20 NHL stars for the unique skill they most admire. 
Some went for the obvious. Some were quick to pump their teammates’ 
tires. Some struggled being put on the spot. But all of them agreed that if 
you’re not stealing, you’re not trying. 

“There are plenty of guys I like that I still watch and learn from, and try to 
maybe cull a piece of what they’re doing and take it to my game,” Aho 
said. “You always try to learn from the best.” 

Well, here are 20 of the best, from those who know best: 

Jonas Brodin’s escapability 

Jared Spurgeon: He’s one of the best, if not the best, at escaping guys in 
the corner. He actually puts the puck into his own feet on purpose, and 
he’s so good at kicking it up and escaping. That’s something that your 
average fan wouldn’t notice, how important it is to get it out of your zone. 
He’s just so talented at that. Even those of us on the bench who’ve seen 
it for almost 10 years, every time he goes back to it, you’re just like, “I 
don’t know how he does that.” If I did that, I’d be getting hammered and 
run through the back wall, but he comes out with the puck all the time. 

Sidney Crosby’s receiving ability 

Ryan O’Reilly: I look at guys (and the) radius in which you can pick up a 
puck and not break stride. And I think Sid is one of the best at it. Like, if 
you just take a slap shot at him, he will stay the same speed and won’t 
even deflect it, he’ll just grab it, and he’s gone. I feel really elite skill 
players like him, they have this radius where you put the puck anywhere 
in there and they’re able to grab it and make a play and not break stride 
or be affected by it, which I think is a pretty impressive thing. When I’m 
watching, I see that and I’m like, “wow, that’s elite,” you know? 

Mark Stone’s stick 

Nathan MacKinnon: I didn’t enjoy playing against Mark Stone’s stick. 
He’s got a weird style — he kind of tucks it in and he’s got this huge knob 
that he can … I don’t know, it’s weird. He has such a good stick and it’s 
hard to get pucks through him for sure. 

Wait, what? A huge knob? 

MacKinnon: I think it’s easier to hold. Brayden Point does it, too. I don’t 
know how those guys use that, but good for them. I’d be out of the 
league if I had that. 

Nick Schmaltz’s pickpocketing 

Jakob Chychrun: There are these guys that are so good at taking pucks 
off guys. Long sticks, strong on their sticks. Schmaltzy’s unbelievable at 
it, probably doesn’t get enough credit for it. He and (Mark) Stone are 
guys that are just really, really good at reading plays, literally sneaking up 
on guys and being able to strip the puck on them and go the other way. 
That’s a little skill. 

Stick-lifting is an acquired skill in and of itself, right? 

Chychrun: Not only that, but being able to take the puck cleanly. It seems 
like every time they do it, the puck’s off the guy’s stick and on theirs in a 
second. It’s impressive to see a guy do that, and it’s a big part of their 
game that probably goes unnoticed. But I think they take a lot of pride in 
it. It’s cool to watch. 

Brayden Point’s cut to the middle 

Jason Robertson: I think Point, the way he can cut to the middle of the 
ice, is just something — I want to try to do that. I’m not going to lie, he’s 
faster than me, but I definitely could start to incorporate more cutbacks. 
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You don’t need to be fast to do cutbacks, just cutting in the middle and 
being confident doing that. That’s something I’m trying to bring to my 
game. 

What’s the challenge of that? Is it simply traffic? 

Robertson: I think it’s more just confidence, knowing that you can do it. 
You can make a move past one guy, you don’t have to pass it off, dump 
the puck in and go get it. I know I’m skilled enough to be able to cut to 
the middle. I was just maybe too, not afraid, but I didn’t want to screw up 
or lose the puck at the blue line. It’s deadly at the blue line. So I don’t 
want to lose the puck at the blue line, but I know I can do that because I 
think I have the skill to do that. It’s just more confidence. 

That’s the video-game move, right? 

Robertson: Cut across the middle, get laid out. 

Mathew Barzal’s skating 

Patrick Kane: The first thing that comes to mind is just Barzal and the 
way he’s able to — it’s hard to explain, but he shifts his weight, and when 
he does it, he’s able to keep his speed. Most guys, if you’re shifting your 
weight, you’re probably slowing down or making some kind of turn. But 
he’s able to keep his speed even when he’s gliding and shifting his 
weight. I think he’s just so strong on his edges. 

Anders Lee: There’s a ton of guys that I could pick apart different parts of 
their game. I’ll start with someone that I get to see every day, and that’s 
Mat Barzal and his edgework and his corners. When he can turn a corner 
with the puck and cut back, I really don’t think there’s anyone that can do 
that with the puck like him. I get to see that up close every day. That’s 
definitely something I admire. The top guys in the league, you try to 
watch their game and maybe try to take it and throw that it in there every 
once in a while and learn to see why they did that or what they do. Just 
try to grow your own game in a way, too. All those top skill guys they do 
something pretty special. Sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn’t, but 
you can tell that it’s there. 

Auston Matthews’ board battles 

Alex DeBrincat: Auston Matthews really wins a lot of board battles, which 
maybe people don’t pick up on. I did a camp with him a couple years ago 
and he’s a pretty big guy, but he didn’t lose any board battles. That’s 
pretty cool to watch and that’s something I pick up on. 

That’s more than just brute strength, right? 

DeBrincat: Definitely. He’s very skilled. He can pick pucks up off the wall. 
He’s just smarter about it, I think. That’s an underrated skill, to get the 
puck back, and obviously you want to play on offense and not D. He’s 
pretty good at that. 

Ryan O’Reilly’s stick 

Roman Josi: I think people know this about him, but he’s so good with his 
stick, defensively. He’s one of those guys, you think you’re by him, but he 
gets his stick there. Or you try to saucer over his stick and he always 
knocks it down. It’s one of those skills where you don’t always see it just 
from watching the game. But when you play against him, you’re aware 
that he might do that, and you’re a little more careful with the puck. 

Do you have to adjust and play it differently, more conservatively, when 
you know it’s him you’re up against? 

Josi: For sure. You think about it twice, a saucer over his stick. As a D-
man, there might be times when he might be flat-footed and you’re just 
trying to get by him. But you know his stick is so good, so you try to 
protect the puck a little bit more, or you don’t even try to get by him. It’s 
just little things like that. 

Riley Nash’s intelligence 

Seth Jones: I don’t even know if fans see how smart a player is 
sometimes. And it’s not always the best player on the team, right? That’s 
a unique skill you can’t teach, right? You can’t teach vision or being a 

step ahead without the puck or knowing where the play is going. I think a 
lot of role players actually have that unique vision or that skill set of being 
the smartest player on the ice. Might not be the fastest or the best hands 
or the best shot. Riley Nash is one of those players to me, just a smart 
player. He’s not the fastest guy, but he’s always in the right position, 
always defensively sound and (knows) what was happening at all times. 

Cale Makar’s edges 

Charlie McAvoy: If you have a hockey eye, you can appreciate these 
skills, you know? So maybe it’s not as evident to somebody who doesn’t 
watch the game as much, but if you have that hockey mind you 
understand it, you see it — like the edges on a Cale Makar, or his ability 
to get out (of the zone). Those are things that not many guys can do, and 
often times even if you work on that for years and years, it’s genetics, 
almost. It’s your stride. It’s things like that that are really special. Skills 
like Crosby’s backhand, he obviously worked on that for a long time. But 
some of the skating things are special when you see guys that are just 
naturally gifted. 

Adam Fox’s hockey sense 

Charlie McAvoy (he was really getting into the exercise): Hockey sense is 
something that I try and pride myself on. I always go back to Foxy when I 
think of that. I’ve been playing with him since we were 5 years old. We 
always had a coach who encouraged the extra pass. Oftentimes when 
you’re playing mini-mites, you’re playing youth hockey, everyone just 
shoots. It might as well just be one guy on the ice. It’s five guys, but 
they’re all just one individual, and you just add them up to five. But our 
team was always like, OK, where’s my guy? Backdoor passing at 7 years 
old for tap-ins — that was where we started, and what we were taught 
early, our foundation. So when Foxy makes these passes to guys that 
are backdoor — and I’m certainly always trying to do them, as well — 
he’s been doing that for such a long time. His hockey sense, his hockey 
brain, has grown so much. So he’s a guy who I always allude back to 
who just thinks the game at an elite level. Some guys might not see the 
plays that he sees. He’s a quarterback out there. 

Adam Fox’s elusiveness 

Jacob Trouba: Adam Fox’s ability in the D-zone to never take a hit is 
pretty special for someone of his size. It’s definitely a skill. Nick Lidstrom 
would rarely ever take hits and there’s reasons for that, and Foxy has 
that same ability. 

Patrick Kane’s lateral movement 

Matthew Tkachuk: McDavid and Makar’s skating is just above everybody 
else. That’s a very impressive skill. But Kane, the way he goes side to 
side with the puck — his stickhandling, but, like, side to side — you can’t 
touch him. That’s very impressive. I also played a lot with Johnny 
Gaudreau this past year, and he’s probably the slipperiest player in the 
NHL, one of the smallest, but he never gets hit. That’s also a very good 
skill to have at that size. 

Victor Hedman’s stick 

Dylan Larkin: I think that’s what makes NHL players NHL players — 
you’re good at everything, but you have those one or two things that 
separate you. And we play against Victor Hedman a lot. And I think he 
has one of the best sticks, active sticks — knocking pucks down, 
blocking shots with the stick, stick on puck, breaking up plays. When I 
play against him, I try and avoid that. It’s a long (stick), and I try to stay 
as far away from it as possible. 

Brady Tkachuk’s work in front of the net 

Matthew Tkachuk: I’ve been skating with my brother a lot this year, and 
I’m sure he’d say similar things of me. But he’s very good around the net. 
Everybody thinks it’s just, you know, tipping pucks or getting it on the net 
or getting open. But you’re dealing with defenders, sometimes more than 
one. So I think that’s part of the skill, is being able to win that one-on-one 
battle and then get your stick free or body free and then just banging 
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home those rebounds. That’s hard to do and not fun. You’re getting 
cross-checked. You’re getting beat up. And it’s an important skill to have. 

Ryan Lindgren’s breakout passes 

Adam Fox: I’m a guy who appreciates the little subtleties of a breakout 
pass. On my own team, my D-partner Ryan Lindgren’s a guy like that. 
Everyone views him as a defensive shutdown guy, but he makes so 
many subtle plays when it comes to breakout passes and stuff like that. 

Patrice Bergeron’s anticipation 

Adam Fox: If you think you’re one step ahead, you’re not. He’s on the 
same thing. You think a passing lane’s open, it’s not. Right away. 
Obviously, he’s had a Hall of Fame career and has gotten recognition, 
but I think he’s a guy that definitely does a lot of those subtle things that 
come up big in the end. 

Anders Lee’s net-front presence 

Jordan Eberle: One for sure, for me, just being on Long Island, who I 
don’t think gets enough credit is Anders Lee (and) his net-front presence. 
I think that sometimes goes underrated because there’s not a lot of big 
NHL players that have that specific skill of being able to sit in front of the 
net and tip pucks. But I think he’s the best in the NHL and the best I’ve 
seen since I came into the league. 

Artemi Panarin’s processing speed 

Jack Hughes: You could look at the obvious things and look at guys like 
MacKinnon’s speed and McDavid’s speed or Ovi’s shot, and there’s 
things like Crosby — how hard he is in the corners, how hard it is to take 
the puck off him. But for me, it’s guys like Panarin, how slow they play 
and how they process everything so fast. Guys around the league have 
different things that make them special. He slows the game down. He’s 
rarely pressured. I don’t want to hype him up too much, because he’s a 
Rangers guy, but everyone knows he’s a great player. 

Mikko Rantanen’s strength behind the net 

Aleksander Barkov: Mikko Rantanen, how he protects the puck, how he 
plays behind the net. I always wanted to learn that skill. Because I have 
the puck there a lot, but the things he does there, and the way he finds 
his teammates or beats the guy and gets to the net, that’s one thing (I 
admire). You see players like McDavid and MacKinnon skate — I’m not 
going to be like McDavid ever. But to pick something from them and do 
that in my off-ice training or on-ice training, that helps a lot. I’m the type 
of player or human being who wants to learn watching and trying new 
things just to see if it works to my game. 
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The Athletic / NHL power rankings: The NHLers most disappointed about 
missing the 2022 Olympics 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille  

Feb 11, 2022   

 

We should be writing about the Olympics right now, and only about the 
Olympics. 

Alas, we’re here, watching lackluster February hockey in North America 
and a bunch of mostly Random Guys in Beijing. 

It could be better. For the guys, it should be better. Our gimmick this 
week, in addition to the standard 1-32 ranking, was deciding which player 

on each team was screwed over the most by the NHL’s (understandable) 
decision to bail on the Winter Games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 33-8-4 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Olympic disappointment: Devon Toews 

Dom: Colorado has a lot of options to choose from. You can go from 
Nathan MacKinnon to Valeri Nichushkin, but a lot of them would likely 
have another opportunity four years from now. That path looks a bit 
tougher for Devon Toews who is having a career season that put him 
right in the thick of the Olympic discussion. He might be back, but this 
was his best shot. 

Sean: Toews’ season has been cool for a few reasons. The biggest is 
that you — (we?) — had him on the shortlist at the start of the season, 
and he more than backed it up. It’s going to be a recurring theme here; 
guys having career seasons in their late 20s are paying the biggest price. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 32-10-5 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Olympic disappointment: Aaron Ekblad 

Sean: This has been the season where Ekblad finally put all the pieces 
together … while staying healthy. Knock on wood. He’s got 41 points in 
46 games and truly looks like an across-the-board No. 1 defenseman. It 
would’ve been nice to see him get rewarded, both for generally great play 
and after that heinous knee injury last season. 

Dom: Crosby, Stamkos, Tavares, MacKinnon, McDavid — Canada had a 
ton of previous first overall picks on its potential roster and making the 
team almost feels like a rite of passage. MacKinnon and McDavid haven’t 
got their shot yet, mostly due to circumstances outside their control in 
2018, but this would’ve been Ekblad’s first real shot to join the club. It 
would’ve sealed his ascent into the elite class. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 30-11-6 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Olympic disappointment: Steven Stamkos 

Sean: This has got to be it for Stamkos too, right? He’s going to be 36 in 
2026. Assuming that’s the case, he’ll have missed 2010 due to age 
discrimination, 2014 with a broken leg, 2018 because of the CBA and 
now this. No better player has had a worse set of breaks in the Olympic 
era. 

Dom: It’s really hard to think of a better player who’s been screwed more 
over the last 12 years. You can tell how much this meant to him too with 
how he upped his game this season scoring at a 95-point pace. 

Sean: It’s always meant a lot to him. Each successive miss has seemed 
to wear on him more and more. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 30-11-3 
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Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Olympic disappointment: John Tavares 

Dom: This was likely the last shot for John Tavares to represent Team 
Canada at the Olympics. It would’ve been a great story for him as his last 
stint in 2014 was cut abruptly short from a torn MCL suffered in the 
quarterfinal. There’s a difference between earning a gold medal on the 
ice and one watching in the press box. 

Sean: It feels like it happened a million years ago, but that knee injury 
caused some serious problems — and not just for Tavares. The 
Islanders were pissed, understandably, and every owner got a perfect 
excuse to push back against players going to the Games. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 32-10-3 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Olympic disappointment: Frederik Andersen 

Dom: Denmark is making their Olympic debut in the men’s hockey 
tournament this year and that would’ve been a massive moment for 
Frederik Andersen. On hockey’s biggest stage he could’ve crafted his 
own Jonas Hiller experience: stealing games a weaker country would 
otherwise have no business winning. He has the chops to do it if his 
performance this season is any indication. 

Sean: As long as he stays hot long enough to eliminate the Leafs in six, 
I’ll be good. 

Dom: That’s nice that you think the Leafs will make the conference finals. 

6. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 28-11-3 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Olympic disappointment: Kirill Kaprizov 

Sean: It’s a bummer for us because Kaprizov is on the verge of being a 
singularly entertaining player. He’s special, and he’s fun. Beyond that, it 
sucks for him, too — he might be missing out on his last shot to play on a 
team with Alex Ovechkin. Kaprizov, as we saw in Vegas, is a fan. 

Dom: Kaprizov plus Ovechkin is one of the most fun combos you can 
create in this league. It truly hurts that we won’t get to see it play out on 
the ice. Imagine a double “hot stick” celebration? 

Johnny Gaudreau (Joe Camporeale / USA TODAY) 

7. Calgary Flames 

Record: 23-13-6 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

Olympic disappointment: Johnny Gaudreau 

Dom: Before the season began Johnny Gaudreau almost felt like an 
afterthought for Team USA given his recent performance and his 
struggles in past playoffs. Too small and doesn’t rise to the occasion. At 

this point of the season though it would’ve been extremely difficult to not 
only leave him off the team but have him anywhere but the top line. He’s 
been that good for Calgary this year. 

Sean: We had Auston Matthews centering Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk in our last round of roster projections. Feels like we missed out 
on something. 

Dom: That really feels like a perfect line. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 29-11-8 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 7 

Olympic disappointment: Teddy Blueger 

Sean: Blueger is a nice player who, unless something goes horribly awry 
in Pittsburgh, isn’t going to be a first-line center for … ever, maybe? That 
would’ve been his role with Latvia, who he helped qualify for the 
tournament for the first time in eight years. 

Dom: We were deciding between Blueger and Jake Guentzel here, but 
the idea of Blueger earning big shutdown minutes for Latvia against 
actual juggernauts was too good to pass up. He’s a good player, but talk 
about out of your element. 

9. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 28-17-3 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Olympic disappointment: Max Pacioretty 

Dom: Max Pacioretty was a 39-goal scorer in 2014, but was treated like a 
B-list bum on Team USA that year. His ice-time was limited and he 
wasn’t trusted to be the offensive driver he had proven to be. This 
could’ve been his redemption tour. 

Sean: Yep. And he’s going to be 37 years old next time around. 
Goodnight. 

10. New York Rangers 

Record: 30-13-4 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Olympic disappointment: Chris Kreider 

Dom: Chris Kreider is scoring at a 58-goal pace, something that still feels 
absurd to type out. He will never do that again and the timing for it 
couldn’t have worked out perfectly in terms of making the Olympic team. 
It’s too bad for the 30-year-old who already seemed like a long shot 
before this sudden goal explosion and will be a definite one in four years’ 
time. 

Sean: He was the first guy I thought of when the NHL made the 
announcement. This was his year. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Record: 26-16-3 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 11 
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Sean rank: 11 

Olympic disappointment: Brad Marchand 

Sean: We both Mandela Effected onto the 2014 roster. Not that case. So 
this one is as easy as it gets, partially because Marchand himself was 
openly pissed when the decision came down. “Bullshit,” he called it. I’m 
sure everyone feels terrible for him. 

Dom: We really could’ve had a team with both Tom Wilson and Brad 
Marchand on it. Disappointing indeed. 

12. Nashville Predators 

Record: 28-15-4 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Olympic disappointment: Juuse Saros 

Sean: It was Saros’ turn in net for Finland; he’d been blocked by Tuukka 
Rask and Pekka Rinne until now. That’s a nice legacy to uphold, and our 
Short King was robbed of his shot. 

Dom: I feel like Olympic disappointment is especially large for goalies 
where the position is so volatile. It’s likely Saros will still get his shot in 
2026, but it still stings when he would’ve been a slam dunk starter this 
year. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 26-14-9 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Olympic disappointment: Alex Ovechkin 

Dom: I mean, what more needs to be said here? No one in hockey wants 
Olympic gold more than Ovechkin — so much so that he was nearly 
willing to risk suspension in 2018 just to play for Russia. I can’t imagine 
40-year-old Ovechkin won’t be there in 2026, but this was (probably) his 
last shot to be the big-time difference-maker for his country that he still 
can be. 

Sean: In 2018: “I can’t imagine 36-year-old Ovechkin won’t be there in 
2022, but this was (probably) his last shot to be the big-time difference-
maker for his country that he still can be.” 

Dom: We will be saying this until he’s 65-years-old probably. He just 
doesn’t stop. 

14. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 26-14-5 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Olympic disappointment: Ivan Barbashev 

Sean: It seemed like Barbashev’s career year was coming at the best 
possible time, both for the Blues and for the Russian team; the latter 
needs centers. Badly. I was half-surprised not to see Pavel Datsyuk on 
the roster for Beijing, and he’s, like, 50 years old and a monk or 
something. Anyway, yeah, tough break for Ivan. 

Dom: The whole thing is especially sad for Blues fans who might’ve seen 
an all-Blues line with Pavel Buchnevich and Vladimir Tarasenko on either 
side. Barbashev is the one to focus on here though with the season he’s 

having. I can’t imagine there were many people out there expecting him 
to score at a 65-point pace. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 24-16-7 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Olympic disappointment: Drew Doughty 

Sean: We’ve talked a good bit about Doughty here and elsewhere, but 
him dialing it up after a season’s worth of hibernation has been hilarious 
to watch. He probably would’ve wound up on Team Canada regardless 
of how well he played. The kicker is that he’d have actually deserved it. 

Dom: He’s been one of Canada’s best defencemen this year, no doubt. 
Funny what a little extra motivation does for a player. 

16. Dallas Stars 

Record: 24-18-2 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Olympic disappointment: Joe Pavelski 

Sean: People forget how good Pavelski was in the 2010 Olympics. That’s 
what happens when you lose, I suppose. It would’ve been nice to see 
him get another bite at the apple. Names off that Team USA roster are 
starting to dwindle. 

Dom: People forget how good Pavelski has been, period, for the last 
decade. 

Connor McDavid (Perry Nelson / USA TODAY) 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 23-18-3 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 

Olympic disappointment: Connor McDavid 

Dom: Representing Team Canada is a huge deal for the greats of this 
sport and McDavid has still yet to suit up at the Olympics. It feels 
criminal, especially when you consider the Crosby factor. The 1987 
Canada Cup has a big place in hockey lore for the Gretzky-Lemieux 
connection and both 2018 and 2022 had a chance to repeat that with 
McDavid and Crosby. That’s a real shame. 

Sean: We almost went with Darnell Nurse here, but yeah — this is all 
McDavid. 

18. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 23-16-9 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Olympic disappointment: John Gibson 

Sean: At the start of the season, we weren’t sold on Gibson making the 
American roster, period. By the time the decision came around, he’d 
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staked a pretty nice claim to be the starter. It’s been a nice bounce-back 
season for a guy who’s had some major success on the international 
stage already. Also, my aunt was his elementary school gym teacher. 

Dom: Feels like there’s some hometown bias with this choice, but being 
the starter would’ve been a huge honour. Who knows if Gibson will have 
that chance again. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 19-17-7 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Olympic disappointment: Kyle Connor 

Sean: Making Olympic teams is always going to be an uphill battle for 
Connor, because he’s a goals-and-that’s-it guy. He’s going to have to 
score a whole lot to convince the people who matter that he’s worth a 
spot. This season, he’d done that. Betting on it to happen again in 2026 
will be tough. 

Dom: As the heir to Phil Kessel’s throne as a goals-and-that’s-it guy, I 
just hope we get some good Twitter content out of it if it happens. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 17-17-6 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Olympic disappointment: Zdeno Chara 

Dom: I barely want to watch 44-year-old Zdeno Chara slug his way 
around the ice for the Islanders, but it’s a little different as his last hoorah 
for Slovakia. The team itself would’ve been really bad, no doubt, but it 
certainly would’ve held a lot of meaning for Chara to play. Then again, he 
might find a way to be there at age 48. 

Sean: I’d have been all for Chara playing one last 27-minute game in 
Beijing then calling it quits. 

21. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 21-21-6 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Olympic disappointment: J.T. Miller 

Dom: For a lot of these guys, the disappointment comes from the 
Olympics being a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, where the stars align at 
just the right time. For J.T. Miller, it seemed like that was the exact case, 
especially with Jack Eichel looking unlikely to participate and no one else 
in the country being much of a penalty killer. Miller will be 32 in 2026 so 
there’s a shot, but with the way USA Hockey is trending it feels unlikely 
there’ll be a place for him. 

Sean: Yeah, Miller looked like a top-nine player on that roster. Probably 
not in the cards. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 22-20-4 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Olympic disappointment: Tomas Hertl 

Sean: The Olympic tournament is better when the Czech Republic is 
relevant. Having guys like Hertl involved at their peak is the best way to 
make that happen. 

Dom: Might’ve helped Hertl gain some more notoriety with hockey fans 
too. He’s been excellent the last two seasons on a sinking Sharks team. 

23. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 17-26-5 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Olympic disappointment: Jack Hughes 

Dom: There’ll be plenty of other Olympics for Jack Hughes to play in, but 
this would’ve been a special one with how stacked the lineup would be. A 
great opportunity to learn and grow into the elite player we all know he’ll 
be one day. Also, there aren’t many other options on this team. 

Sean: But there are a few! Imagine not having any! How embarrassing 
would that be? 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 21-21-6 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Olympic disappointment: Dylan Larkin 

Sean: I wouldn’t bet against Larkin being in the mix for Team USA in 
2026, but he’s probably not going to be in the mix to center a scoring line. 
That, almost certainly, was going to be his role this time around. 

Dom: Matthews, Eichel, Hughes — it’ll be tough to crack that top three. 

25. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 17-23-7 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Olympic disappointment: Marc-André Fleury 

Dom: With the current sad state of Canadian goaltending it looked very 
likely that Marc-André Fleury would be the team’s starter in Beijing. That 
would’ve been a nice cap to his illustrious career after being the third-
stringer in 2010 and not making it at all in 2014. 

Sean: Fleury as the Team Canada starter would’ve been one of the best 
human interest stories of the tournament, and it seemed like a lock. 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 16-23-4 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Olympic disappointment: Brady Tkachuk 
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Sean: We were finally going to see the Tkachuk brothers play together. 
Now, we’ll just have to wait a few years. 

Dom: I’m just picturing both Tkachuks on the ice at the same time against 
Canada, with Marchand and Wilson on at the same time. Feels like we 
avoided the creation of a supermassive black hole of hockey jerkery. 

27. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 15-28-4 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Olympic disappointment: Philipp Grubauer 

Dom: Would’ve been really nice for Philipp Grubauer to play in front of a 
more talented team. 

Sean: B-b-b-but I thought the Kraken were getting sunk by Grubauer! I 
thought everything else about them was fine! 

Dom: He’s still problem number one, but it was hard to resist that joke. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 22-22-1 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Olympic disappointment: Jakub Voracek 

Dom: Old guy who might not have another chance was a big theme this 
week, but I was a bit surprised to learn that Voracek is ‘only’ 32. Maybe 
he will have a shot in 2026. 

Sean: It’s the Czech team. He’ll be able to play in 2038 if he wants. 
That’s just how it works for those guys. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 15-23-8 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Olympic disappointment: Rasmus Ristolainen 

Sean: We talked about it last week, but the pump seems primed for 
Ristolainen to get paid again. I can sense it. It would’ve been easier for 
him to cash another gigantic check if he had “Olympian” on his resume. 

Dom: Sharing the ice with Aleksander Barkov, Mikko Rantanen, and Miro 
Heiskanen at the same time might have got his Corsi above 50 percent 
for the first time in his life. 

30. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 14-24-7 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Olympic disappointment: Rasmus Dahlin 

Sean: I still maintain that Sweden, despite a glut of left-shot defensemen 
on the roster, would’ve found a way to get Dahlin to Beijing. Alas, the 
world will never know. 

Nick Schmaltz and Clayton Keller (Stephen Brashear / USA TODAY) 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 11-30-4 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Olympic disappointment: Phil Kessel 

Dom: I just wanted Kessel to tweet something like this again. Also really 
fun to google “Phil Kessel Tweet,” have this as the first photo that popped 
up, and see the byline of the story. Good ol’ Sean G, one of my favourite 
writers growing up. 
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The Athletic / Jesse Compher’s hard work is paying off in her Olympic 
debut: ‘She clocks as many hours as any player in the NHL’ 

 

By Peter Baugh  

Feb 11, 2022  

  

The FaceTime conversations were chaotic, rushed and a little disjointed. 
They were beautiful, too — a newly minted Olympian sharing a lifetime 
achievement with the people she loves most. 

Jesse Compher called her parents first after getting the news Dec. 11, 
about a week earlier than expected. Valerie had just gotten out of the 
shower when she picked up the phone, and Bob was exercising in the 
basement. “I need to talk to both of you,” Jesse said, urging her mom to 
interrupt Bob’s workout. Finally, when she had both her parents standing 
in the kitchen, she told them she’d made it through the final round of cuts. 
She was heading to Beijing with the U.S. hockey team. 

“My hands flew to my mouth,” Valerie says. “My eyes started watering.” 

Next, Jesse looped in her older siblings, J.T. and Morgan. J.T., an NHL 
forward with the Avalanche, answered from a Denver Target, where he 
was shopping for Christmas decorations. He didn’t hear Jesse at first, but 
after she raised her voice and repeated herself, the words sunk in. A 
mask covered J.T.’s mouth, but his eyes widened with shock and 
excitement. Morgan then picked up, too, and heard the news sitting with 
her friends in a New York City bar. 

“Remember the saying ‘I’m crying in the club?’” Valerie says. “Well, they 
were all crying in the club.” 

“I’ll probably remember finding out that news for the rest of my life,” J.T. 
adds. “We were so happy for her. So much hard work has gone into it.” 

The news wasn’t a surprise given that Jesse had represented the U.S. at 
the previous two world championships, but it was a relief and a testament 
to the work Jesse put in. Now, with the Olympics underway and the U.S. 
heading to semifinals, the 22-year-old Compher has solidified herself as 
a contributor in the American lineup, scoring three goals and adding an 
assist in her first four Olympic games. 

With her family watching from the U.S., she’s experiencing moments 
she’s built toward her entire hockey career. Her parents and siblings 
can’t be in Beijing, but they were together at an Olympic watch party in 
Park City, reveling in her success. 
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Says Valerie, “I particularly like the smile (after goals) when she’s just so 
happy.” 

Growing up in Northbrook, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, Jesse frequented 
hockey rinks before she even put on skates, going to her older brother’s 
games. Kids in Northbrook have to take figure skating lessons before 
moving to hockey and, after mastering that, she joined her first team 
around age 4. 

“When she saw it and she could do it, she had to do it,” her mom says. 
“She had a need to do it.” 

Neither Bob nor Valerie played growing up, but all of a sudden, they had 
two hockey-crazed kids. (Morgan played one year of house league 
hockey, sharing the ice with Jesse and scoring the first goal of her team’s 
season, but she retired at the post-season pizza party to pursue other 
interests. She’s now a consultant with Accenture.) 

J.T. served as a constant influence. Jesse built her two-way, hard-
working forward game after his, and they used to shoot around with each 
other in the basement. Even now, they train together in the summer, 
going to Chicago-based trainer Ian Mack and skating with NHLers Patrick 
Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Christian Dvorak, as well as Olympian 
Savannah Harmon. 

“She spends a lot of time in the gym,” Mack says. “We also couple it with 
some extra skating. She does extra skill work. She clocks as many hours 
as any player that’s in the NHL. No doubt about that.” 

“(The NHL players) treat me as just another hockey player in the gym 
trying to get better,” Jesse adds. “Even with them, when we do races and 
stuff, I’m super competitive. I know I’m not going to win, but I’m going to 
give it my all every single day.” 

Jesse played on boys’ teams growing up, frequently going against 
opponents who underestimated her. Valerie remembers a boy from Park 
Ridge often chasing after her, trying to pull her ponytail rather than worry 
about the puck. Jesse responded by dangling around him and scoring. 
She got the last laugh. 

“Other teams would never really give me much respect,” she says. 
“Then, as games went on and seasons kept going, playing against the 
same people, the (other teams’) boys respected me.” 

As Jesse reached high school, her parents talked with her about her 
ambitions. If she wanted to get recruited to play in college, she’d need to 
play on girls’ teams. Jesse wasn’t excited about that — she’d built strong 
bonds with her boy teammates, many of whom she’s still friends with — 
but agreed, pouring time into the Chicago Mission, which Olympians 
Kendall Coyne Schofield and Megan Bozek played for years earlier. 

Coyne Schofield in particular served as a role model. When Jesse was 
around 8 years old, she met the now-U.S. captain at a tournament in 
nearby Bensenville, asking her to sign her child-sized high-top Nike 
shoes. 

“Just seeing everything she did and still does for women’s hockey and 
the way she’s paying it forward, it’s just incredible to watch,” Jesse says. 
“Watching what she did and seeing that she came from Chicago made 
me realize that maybe I could do it too.” 

Years later, the two sat next to each other in that Olympic training camp. 
Coyne Schofield is still Compher’s role model, but now she’s a friend, 
too. 

Bob Compher remembers Jesse making one thing clear during her 
college recruitment: She did not want a school in a city. But while at a 
tournament in Vermont, Jesse decided to take a visit to Boston 
University, whose coaches had been calling, asking her to see campus. 

Coach Brian Durocher has a picture of Boston in his office and, when 
Jesse walked in, he mentioned that, if she picked BU, she’d get to go to a 
city school. 

“I thought for sure we were done at that point,” Bob says. 

Jesse’s BU visit included a walk around campus, which her dad thought 
she took to be polite. Little did he know, his daughter was feeling at 
home. As they left, she turned to him. “You know what?” he remembers 
her saying. “I kind of like this school.” And it’s where she ultimately 
committed. 

Durocher loved Compher’s skill set when watching her play. He calls her 
a five-tool player, noting her shot, stickhandling, compete level, strength 
and power. 

“I saw a kid who had first-line ability but played like a fourth liner,” he 
says. “That’s a great combination.” 

As a sophomore, Compher broke out, scoring 17 goals and adding 44 
assists in 37 games, leading the team to a top-10 end-of-season ranking. 
Her biggest point likely came against Harvard in the final of the Beanpot, 
an annual Boston tournament played between BU, Boston College, 
Northeastern and Harvard. The Terriers hadn’t won the tournament since 
1981, and with the teams deadlocked in overtime, Jesse made a perfect 
touch pass to Sammy Davis, who scored in front of the net. She calls the 
tournament win one of her favorite hockey moments. 

“She trained, she competed, she prepared herself for the path ahead and 
most of the credit has to go to her for doing that,” Durocher says.  

Jesse Compher with her parents after winning gold at the 2019 world 
championships. (Courtesy of Jesse Compher) 

That wasn’t her last big achievement that year. She made her senior 
national team debut, helping the U.S. win gold against Finland, the host 
nation. Both her parents attended, and they came to the glass after the 
game to take a family photo with the gold medal. The experience was 
impactful in multiple ways for Jesse. For one, it made her believe she 
had a legitimate shot at earning a spot on an Olympic roster, and it also 
provided familiarity with the national team. Jesse sometimes looked 
around at other players in the locker room — stars like Coyne Schofield, 
Hilary Knight and Brianna Decker — and wondered if she was good 
enough to play on a team with them, but Coyne Schofield went out of her 
way to remind her she belonged. 

“She’s like a second mother to me,” Compher says. 

Two years later, Compher netted her first world championship goal in the 
2021 tournament. Back in Chicago, Kane would come into Mack’s gym 
and talk about how dynamic she looked, Mack remembers. 

Though she graduated from BU in 2021, Compher still has a year of 
college eligibility, which she plans to use when attending graduate 
school, though she hasn’t yet decided where. She’s been busy: Her 
focus has been the Olympics. She came into the Beijing Games striving 
to remain strong in the defensive zone and contribute more on the score 
sheet than in past tournaments. 

 “She is a really dynamic player,” Mack says. “She is one of those people 
who needs everything. She needs to be fast, she needs to be strong, she 
needs to be quick, she needs to win puck battles, she needs to have 
good endurance, because she plays both ends. So she works on 
everything.” 

That has paid off. She already has more points than she did at any 
previous national team tournament, including her time on the U18 team. 
Her first goal of the tournament came in the group stage against the 
Russian Olympic Committee. Skating toward the slot, she unleashed a 
wrister into the net. Her teammates mobbed her with hugs along the 
boards. 

Back in Park City, the Compher family started celebrating. The tears hit 
Valerie. Everyone was emotional — filled with pride as they watched her 
smile on the screen. 
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The Athletic / Which NHL defencemen have (and haven’t) earned their 
coach’s trust? Analyzing matchup data from all 32 teams 

 

By Harman Dayal  

Feb 10, 2022  

  

NHL head coaches are rarely forthcoming in public with honest, unfiltered 
thoughts on their team’s players. 

That’s just the nature of the profession — coaches keep their cards close 
to the vest to avoid controversy and squeeze every competitive edge 
possible. There’s no benefit in telling the world that you have zero 
defensive faith in your hotshot rookie or that the once elite defender you 
had can’t keep up anymore. 

Player deployment, on the other hand, is enormously revealing — it’s 
where the quiet part is said out loud. Most coaches meticulously plan 
matchups and are very intentional about the situations they expose every 
player. By analyzing this deployment, you get a portal into a coach’s true 
thoughts on his players and just how much he trusts each one, in 
addition to a bit of the strategy behind how coaches optimize deployment 
to maximize results. 

I was very fascinated two years ago when former colleague Tyler Dellow 
dug into how coaches match NHL defenders against different forward 
lines, so I decided to replicate the concept for the 2021-22 season. 

We’re going to look at every NHL defencemen’s five-on-five ice-time and 
see what percentage of those minutes are against top-of-the-lineup, 
middle-of-the-lineup and bottom-of-the-lineup forward competition. 

How do we define this? We’re going to use PuckIQ’s database. PuckIQ 
starts by rating every NHL forward into one of three categories — elite, 
middle, or “gritensity.” Their full methodology and explanation can be 
read here, but I’ll quickly summarize. 

Elite forwards are defined as players who play first-line minutes (top 25 
percent of NHL forwards), score points at a top-end rate (greater than 
2.21 points per 60 minutes in all situations) and own at least competent 
two-way play-driving numbers (40th percentile or better). This makes 
intuitive sense — players who get a ton of ice-time, score a lot of points 
and generate at least decent two-way results are household names we 
recognize as star talents. There are roughly 60 elite forwards by this 
database’s criteria. 

There were nearly 400 forwards in the middle tier. And then there’s a 
smaller pool of below-average bottom-six talent that represents the 
“gritensity” tier. 

Then with matchup data, we look at how coaches use their defencemen 
— do they want them out more often against elite, middle or bottom tier 
forwards? 

Let’s check in on each NHL team to see what trends emerge. For 
context, the league average defender played 29.2 percent of his five-on-
five minutes against “elite” forward competition. The highest defender 
played 44.9 percent minutes against elites, but there were only 35 NHL 
defenders who played 35 percent or more of their minutes against elite 
competition. 

Metro Division 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Carolina has a top-3 that it leans on very heavily in Jaccob Slavin, Brett 
Pesce and Brady Skjei. Rod Brind’Amour seems quite content rolling any 
of them out against top forwards. 

Ethan Bear and Tony DeAngelo have performed well in trying to replace 
Dougie Hamilton’s value by committee but you can see that neither is 

trusted the same way the Hurricanes’ other top-four defencemen are — 
they’ve both been sheltered in playing more than 40 percent of their 
minutes against the low-end “gritensity” competition. That lack of 
apparent trust in Bear and DeAngelo perhaps explains why the Canes 
have been linked to names like Jakob Chychrun and John Klingberg in 
trade rumours. 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers’ back end is one of the most conventional and balanced in 
the league for usage. All four of New York’s top-four defenders play 
against elite forwards at an above-average rate. Gerard Gallant isn’t 
afraid to use the K’Andre Miller-Jacob Trouba pair against toughs which 
means a lot less strain on Adam Fox to carry a heavy burden. Fox plays 
plenty of minutes against the opposition’s best players but the workload 
isn’t as heavy as it is for the average No.1 defenceman. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

One fascinating trend you’ll notice with some teams is that their best 
defencemen won’t always play the toughest minutes. Some clubs have a 
sturdy, shutdown defender they can lean on to play against top lines 
which then allows the coaching staff to free up their best offensive 
defenceman to feast on matchups that are closer to league average. 
That’s definitely the case with the Pittsburgh Penguins and how they 
deploy Kris Letang. 

Mike Sullivan leans on John Marino to soak tougher matchups and that 
means a bit more freedom for Letang to create offensively 

Washington Capitals 

From No.1 to No.6, the Washington Capitals are one of the most 
balanced defence groups in the NHL by usage. It’s simply not common 
for third pairs to be just shy of league average in terms of how many 
minutes they’re playing against top competition. 

This chart also highlights the resurgence of Nick Jensen on a matchup 
pair with the always underrated Dmitry Orlov. It also marks the 
emergence of rookie Martin Fehervary who has impressively held his 
own as the defensive conscience next to John Carlson, who like Letang, 
is freed up offensively. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

With the departure of partner Seth Jones, the Columbus Blue Jackets 
have turned away from using Zach Werenski in a matchup role. That 
responsibility has instead fallen on the shoulders of Vladislav Gavrikov, 
who’s also had to deal with a rotating cast of partners — a very 
challenging role to say the least. 

Andrew Peeke also stands out here. The big, young right-handed 
defenceman wasn’t even expected to crack Columbus’ roster as an 
everyday defenceman this season but has gained trust in a top-four role. 

New York Islanders 

Nothing summarizes the Islanders’ depleted blue line quite like this chart: 
Barry Trotz only trusts one pair (Adam Pelech-Scott Mayfield) in tough 
minutes. There hasn’t been much beyond the top pair: Ryan Pulock, who 
normally plays with Pelech, has been injured, and Devon Toews and 
Nick Leddy are among the key departures over the last couple of 
offseasons. 

Noah Dobson’s proven he’s ready for a bigger role but it’s hard to give 
him more responsibility because he’s partnered with Zdeno Chara who’s 
been borderline unplayable this season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Right off the bat, it strikes me that the Flyers have one of the most 
sheltered third pairs in the NHL. Keith Yandle is the second-most 
sheltered defender in the NHL and Nick Seeler is right with him as the 
fourth-most sheltered blueliner. 
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The fact that 35-year-old Justin Braun is consistently playing against top 
lines underlines how much the club has missed Ryan Ellis. And after 
years of being thrown to the wolves in Buffalo, we’ve finally seen Rasmus 
Ristolainen deployed more like a league-average defender. The results 
are about what we expected: he’s performed better than he did with the 
Sabres but he’s still not even close to justifying the first and second-
round picks Philadelphia dealt to acquire him. 

New Jersey Devils 

Acquired last April from Washington for a third-round pick, Jonas 
Siegenthaler has been a nice find for the Devils. Siegenthaler’s driven 
strong defensive results and has grown into a prominent top-four role 
where New Jersey’s coaching staff has been exceptionally comfortable 
playing him against top lines. 

And yeah: P.K. Subban doesn’t profile as a top-four caliber defenceman 
anymore. 

Atlantic Division 

Florida Panthers 

Florida’s paying Brandon Montour ($3.5 million AAV) a lot of money to be 
one of the most sheltered players in the league — there are only five 
NHL defenders who’ve been more protected than him from top lines. 

As the Panthers gear up for a hopeful Cup run, they’ll have to ask 
themselves if they trust Gustav Forsling to play high-leverage minutes 
the way he has this season. Forsling’s performed well but could Florida 
benefit from adding a more established option there? 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Tampa Bay has one of the finest luxuries in the hockey world. Jon 
Cooper tasks the stifling Ryan McDonagh-Erik Cernak pair to match up 
against top lines and then unleashes Victor Hedman with a lighter 
workload. The Lightning are also one of the only teams in this dataset 
that has complete faith all the way down to its No.6 defenceman to play 
against elite competition when needed. Cal Foote, the club’s seventh 
defenceman, is the only exception. 

The fact that Hedman’s pair doesn’t have to play tough minutes also 
gives Tampa Bay the benefit of running Jan Rutta next to Hedman 
instead of needing to hunt for another top-flight right-handed defender. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last year, the Leafs rode Jake Muzzin and Justin Holl hard as a decisive 
matchup pair against the opposition’s top lines. Both defenders played 
more than 40 percent of their five-on-five minutes in 2020-21 against elite 
competition. This season, Sheldon Keefe has doled out the tough 
minutes much more evenly across his top four, likely as a product of 
Muzzin-Holl struggling. 

I’ll be fascinated to see if the Leafs add another defender to bolster 
Muzzin’s pair to revert to last season’s deployment strategy where 
Muzzin played the lion’s share of elite competition minutes. 

Travis Dermott has also been leapfrogged by Timothy Liljegren and 
Rasmus Sandin, which can’t be a good thing for his future. 

Boston Bruins 

Charlie McAvoy’s on a bit of an island for the Bruins. He’s taking on a 
massive 40.3 percent share of his minutes against elite forwards but the 
gap in usage between him and the next defender is enormous. 

I’m a big fan of Matt Grzelyck and the Bruins have a slew of solid middle-
of-the-lineup contributors but it seems like they could benefit from adding 
another high-end defender. That might not be possible this season 
though considering Boston’s major need to fill the second-line center role 
that David Krejci left behind in the offseason. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Most 20-year-old defencemen aren’t even full-time NHLers yet. The ones 
that typically end up being sheltered rookies. That’s not the case for 
Moritz Seider who’s played tougher minutes than league average. 
Seider’s averaging nearly 23 minutes per night, has scored 31 points in 
48 games and the two-way results are promising considering his age and 
matchups usage. The sky’s truly the limit for him. 

Filip Hronek has also evidently found Jeff Blashill’s trust again after a 
rocky start to the season where he was healthy scratched multiple times. 

Ottawa Senators 

Ottawa’s deployment is very fascinating. 

Thomas Chabot soaked up a lot of minutes against top lines last season. 
This year, they’ve freed him with league-average matchups, instead 
leaning on Nick Holden, Artem Zub and Nikita Zaitsev for the harder 
assignments. 

Holden and Zub, in particular, have been D.J. Smith’s go-to pair against 
top lines in recent times. 

Buffalo Sabres 

With Rasmus Ristolainen and Jake McCabe among Buffalo’s offseason 
departures, I was curious to see who’d help fill the void. Rasmus Dahlin 
has logged a ton of minutes, averaging nearly 24 per game. There isn’t a 
clear No.1 that’s emerged though. The matchups workload has been 
shared pretty evenly across the board which makes sense considering 
the blue line’s lack of high-end talent. 

Montreal Canadiens 

No real surprises in Montreal. Ben Chiarot and Jeff Petry, the only 
healthy members of last year’s infamous Core-4 on the back end, 
continue eating tough matchups. Free-agent signing David Savard has 
tried to fill some of the lost value but he’s underperformed in his inaugural 
season with the Canadiens. 

Central Division 

Colorado Avalanche 

Colorado’s very balanced from No.1 to No.6 in usage. The result is that 
Cale Makar plays only slightly tougher than league average minutes — it 
gives him plenty of opportunities to feast on the soft underbelly of 
opponents instead of exclusively defending against top lines. 

Nashville Predators 

This exercise highlights how Alexandre Carrier has emerged as one of 
the most underrated defencemen in the league. The undersized 25-year-
old right-shot defenceman has instantly earned John Hynes’ trust, 
playing the eighth-most difficult minutes of all NHL defenders this 
season. His success playing with the always steady Mattias Ekholm has 
enabled Roman Josi to get away from top lines, which is a trend that 
originates from last season. 

Minnesota Wild 

Minnesota’s another team with a deep back end that’s mostly all trusted. 

I should point out that Jared Spurgeon’s spot here is a bit misleading. 
Yes, Spurgeon isn’t playing top lines as often as last season but he leads 
Wild defencemen in terms of how often he’s playing against mid-level 
competition — he isn’t playing soft minutes to the same extent as some 
of Minnesota’s other defenders. Spurgeon’s also only played 27 games 
this season, battling injury and coming in and out of the lineup since mid-
November which I think is causing his results to look a little unusual. His 
deployment will look more normal in due time — the captain has been 
steady and productive as ever when healthy. 

St. Louis Blues 

For as well as Niko Mikkola has played, I’m not sure you can lean on him 
to play top pair against the opposition’s best in the playoffs. St. Louis 
probably needs to add another left-handed defenceman who can mesh 
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with Colton Parayko. Parayko’s been outscored by 20 while getting 
outshot and out-chanced significantly when on the ice at five-on-five — 
clearly, he needs a bit more help. 

In the meantime, Torey Krug and Justin Faulk have played well in soft 
matchups. That leads me to wonder if the difficult minutes should be 
spread a bit more evenly throughout St. Louis’ top four instead of being 
concentrated at the top where Parayko hasn’t been having a good 
season. 

Dallas Stars 

Dallas is in the camp of teams with four trusted defenders who share 
tough matchups pretty evenly. From there, Jani Hakanpaa profiles pretty 
similarly to most No.5’s and then there’s another drop-off for Andrej 
Sekera. It’s a very conventional deployment style. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Josh Morrissey has been freed up from the responsibility of playing the 
toughest matchups for Winnipeg. Morrissey not only had to play a 
whopping 46.9 percent of his minutes against elite competition last 
season but he had no help in being partnered with Tucker Poolman for 
most of the year. Morrissey’s been upgraded to playing alongside Nate 
Schmidt this season along with his matchups being scaled back a bit — 
it’s a massively more favorable environment and his underlying two-way 
results have bounced back accordingly. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

There aren’t too many interesting observations out of Chicago. Seth 
Jones has predictably been the leader of Chicago’s blue line. After that, 
there’s a tier with Jake McCabe, Calvin De Haan and Connor Murphy 
that’s also trusted quite a bit before you get to the defencemen who play 
more prescribed minutes. 

Arizona Coyotes 

There’s a remarkably small spread in how No.1 to No.6 is deployed on 
Arizona’s defence. That makes sense because there’s also barely any 
talent discrepancy between No.1 to No.6 except for Jakob Chychrun 
who’s having a down season. 

Pacific Division 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Alex Pietrangelo is unsurprisingly the top dog in Vegas but it’s the 
second tier after him where we see some surprises. Alec Martinez’s 
injury has created a top-four opportunity that Zach Whitecloud has seized 
— he’s gone from being one of the most sheltered defencemen in the 
NHL as a rookie last year to the Golden Knights’ second-most used 
defender against top lines this season. I’ve always liked his sturdy, no-
frills defensive style so it’s not surprising his skill set has translated to a 
higher leverage role. 

Whitecloud’s unfortunately just recently broken his foot though. Perhaps 
that will finally be Shea Theodore’s time to shine. Theodore’s long been 
an excellent performer in a secondary role — now it’s time for him to 
maybe carry a heavier matchup burden with two key defenders on the 
sideline. 

Los Angeles Kings 

The king is back: Drew Doughty has played the toughest minutes of all 
NHL defencemen this season. He’s crushed it in that assignment, 
notching 24 points in 28 games to go along with stellar defensive metrics. 
It’s a shame he missed so much time with injury because he’d be a 
legitimate Norris Trophy contender otherwise. 

Mikey Anderson has become LA’s go-to left-handed defenceman in the 
last couple of years. Anderson doesn’t have much offense to offer but his 
strong skating ability allows him to deliver strong defensive value. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The Ducks have four defencemen that are trusted equally — all of them 
play a heavy dose of minutes against top competition. 

The fact that Jamie Drysdale has worked his way into that group at just 
19 speaks a lot toward how ridiculously high his ceiling is. It’s not as if 
Drysdale’s just been hand gifted that role either — he’s had to earn it 
over a Cup-winning veteran in Kevin Shattenkirk. 

Calgary Flames 

Noah Hanifin and Chris Tanev were tasked with very difficult matchups 
and formed one of the NHL’s best shutdown pairs last season. This year, 
Darryl Sutter decided to split them up and distribute the matchups more 
equally throughout his top four. That’s clearly paid dividends for someone 
like Oliver Kylington who has been able to have a breakout season next 
to a defensive savant like Tanev. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers are unique in that they have five defenders they lean on pretty 
regularly, with a pretty sheltered No.6 in Kris Russell. Edmonton’s 
balance from No.1 to No.5 has meant a bit less of a strenuous toll on 
Darnell Nurse who’s having one of the best defensive seasons of his 
career. 

Evan Bouchard also deserves a shoutout for not only his offensive 
production but the fact that he’s logged nearly 22 minutes per game while 
playing league-average matchups as a rookie — impressive stuff. 

San Jose Sharks 

Mario Ferraro’s steadying impact on Brent Burns has allowed the Sharks 
to consistently use that pair against top lines. That, in turn, has given Bob 
Boughner the green light to feed Erik Karlsson only slightly above 
league-average matchups which he was crushing until suffering an injury 
that required forearm surgery. 

While Marc-Eduoard Vlasic’s decline has been heavily advertised, it’s still 
quite the change of pace to see him as one of the most sheltered 
defenders in the league. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson has been strong defensively this season, excelling 
in a shutdown role against top lines. That’s fostered an environment 
where Quinn Hughes’ matchups have been a bit more balanced like 
many other top defencemen in the league (although he still ranks 45th 
among NHL defenders in how often he’s played against elite 
competition). That approach of slightly scaling back the difficulty of his 
minutes started last season and has continued into this year where his 
two-way game has sharply rebounded. 

Seattle Kraken 

Seattle’s rotated through numerous pair combinations, but Adam Larsson 
and Jeremy Lauzon have emerged as Dave Hakstol’s matchup 
defenders of choice. After those two there hasn’t really been a whole lot 
separating the other players. Mark Giordano isn’t the same player he 
once was, Vince Dunn hasn’t broken out and Carson Soucy hasn’t been 
able to take a big leap either. 
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The Athletic / Olympic hockey: We built a roster made up of the the best 
ex-NHL players in Beijing 
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When the NHL bailed on the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, you had 
your choice of two doors. 

The first was an exit. No NHL players, no dice. Fair enough. The second 
— the product of hundreds of roster spots opened across 12 teams — 
was a lot more fun. 

The men’s hockey tournament, you see, is now filled with Guys. Guys 
you’ve probably heard of. Guys you probably remember. 

Thusly, The Athletic’s chief Guy Rememberer and his American 
understudy got together to build the best possible roster (outside of the 
Canadian and American teams, because we’ve talked about them 
enough) of players who a) were good enough to make some sort of 
impression in the NHL and b) are no longer good enough to hold down 
an NHL roster spot themselves. 

The rules are simple enough; they had to play NHL games, but they 
couldn’t have been that good. We invoked that rule once. 

Most of all, they were available. They are now Olympians. You probably 
remember them. Let’s go. 

Finland 

Gentille: The Finns took as hard a hit as any team when NHL 
participation went out the window — no Aleksander Barkov, no Sebastian 
Aho, no Juuse Saros — but they’re still a pre-tournament favorite for a 
few reasons; part of that comes from the system they play and the 
culture they’ve built. “The Pesky Finns” is a moniker for a reason, and 
their recent history of international success speaks for itself. 

Beyond that, they were able to reshape a roster that would’ve been top-
to-bottom NHL players with some guys who, not long ago, were in the big 
league themselves. Valtteri Filppula and Sami Vatanen had been roster 
staples for most of this century. Leo Komarov was close enough. Mikko 
Lehtonen played for the Leafs, so he’s automatically important. 

There are other forwards that could help. Markus Granlund had a 19-goal 
season with the Canucks in 2016-17, and he’s Finland’s first-line center. 
Teemu Hartikainen, after years of failing to stick with the Oilers, has 
become a point-per-game guy in the KHL and is playing on Finland’s 
wing. We’ve got options here 

The question here, I guess, is whether Filppula and Vatanen transcend 
Remember That Guy status. 

McIndoe: First of all, put some respect on Leo Komarov’s name. That’s 
“former Maple Leafs representative at the all-star game because of the 
one-player-per-team rule” Leo Komarov to you. 

Also, I can’t wait to go “Wait, isn’t he on the Predators right now?” every 
time Markus Granlund’s name is mentioned throughout this entire 
tournament. So, maybe twice. 

Gentille: I thought both brothers played for the Wild at some point. Nope 
— just Mikael. That’s a That Guy. 

ROC 

The original plan here was to make guys who’d played in the NHL during 
the 2020-21 season ineligible. That turned out to be stupid and boring for 
a few reasons. One of those? It would’ve taken out all the best Russian 
names. 

Artem Anisimov — somehow still one of the four best Russian centers in 
the game! Nikita Gusev — he seemed OK for a minute! Mikhail 
Grigorenko — he stuck around longer than Nail Yakupov! Electrifying 
talent. We need them on this roster. 

The main guy this helps, though, is Nikita Nesterov. That’s “first-pair 
defenseman” Nikita Nesterov. He played for the Flames last season. We 
need him badly. 

Beyond that, Vadim Shipachyov (he was supposed to be the Golden 
Knights’ secret weapon in their first year) and Sergei Plotnikov (known 
best for groggily skating next to Evgeni Malkin for a few shifts in 2015) 
are both viable candidates. 

McIndoe: I will always respect Nikita Gusev for becoming the first guy to 
wear 97 after Connor McDavid arrived. Nobody ever wore 99 after 
Gretzky, nobody wanted 66 while Mario was around, but Gusev arrived in 
the NHL, took one look at the best player on the planet, and went “Yep 
I’m pretty much like that guy, give me his number”. Nikita Gusev crashed 
and burned walked so Kirill Kaprizov could fly. 

Germany 

Gentille: I feel like this exercise exists to point out guys like Dominik 
Kahun. He had 13 goals for the Blackhawks, then played for three teams 
in two seasons (Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Edmonton). Now he’s in the Swiss 
League. He feels like he’s been around forever … and he’s 26. Tobias 
Rieder somehow has played a) 478 NHL games b) over eight seasons c) 
for five different teams. I assumed he’d vanished after scoring a dozen 
shorthanded goals (estimate) for Calgary in the 2020 playoff bubble. 
Nope. Just played for the Sabres. He was involved in a Darcy Kuemper 
trade way back when. Did five years with the Coyotes. He has a strong 
argument. 

Finding defensemen is going to be a chore. Such a chore, in fact, that 
Korbinian Holzer feels like a lock to make the roster. It’s been almost 
seven years since he was in the Maple Leafs system. I’m not sure 
whether that feels like a ton of time or not enough for you. 

McIndoe: The Maple Leafs are my team and I have zero recollection of 
the fact that they apparently once traded Holzer for Eric Brewer, who 
then finished his career in Toronto? This happened in 2015, when they 
were terrible and trying to tank for Connor McDavid, so your guess is as 
good as mine. Still, Brewer was once traded for Chris Pronger and was 
also traded for Korbinian Holzer, so by the transitive property, the 
Germans basically have Chris Pronger now. 

Czechia 

McIndoe: They actually have some legitimate star power in David Krejci. 
Fun fact: He led the NHL in playoff scoring in two different seasons. 
Another fun fact: He doesn’t remotely qualify for “Remember some guys” 
status, because he’s way too good. But it will be fun when we get down 
to the comment section and some Bruins fan who only looked at the final 
list and doesn’t know how to CTRL+F is furious about Krejci being 
disrespected. 

The most exciting name for me was Roman Cervenka, but only because 
I briefly thought it said Roman Cechmanek. Sadly, no, it’s the guy who 
showed up in Calgary for the lockout season in 2012-13, scored nearly a 
half-point-per-game, and then went back to Europe. 

Still, there are a few more genuinely recognizable names here, including 
Michael Frolik and Vladimir Sobotka. Frolik had 159 goals while playing 
for six teams, including back-to-back 21-goal seasons to start his career 
in Florida. Sobotka peaked with a pair of 30-point seasons in St. Louis, at 
which point the Blues traded him to Buffalo in the Ryan O’Reilly trade, 
and you can imagine how that went because Sabres. 

Gentille: Seeing Cervenka’s name was what made me think originally 
that this could work as a post. The Roman Cervenka All-Stars? Perhaps. 

Sweden 

McIndoe: As you might expect, there are a few recognizable names on 
the Swedish roster. The biggest might be Marcus Kruger, who won two 
Cups with the Blackhawks as a defensive-minded bottom-six guy. A fun 
thing about him is that he was traded four times during his NHL career, 
but only ever played for two teams. One of those trades even saw him as 
the key piece in acquiring a Hall-of-Famer! OK, it was Marian Hossa after 
he’d announced he wasn’t playing anymore, but still. He’ll be joined by 
Joakim Nordstrom, who also won a Cup on that 2015 Hawks team. 
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They’ve also got Anton Lander, who played parts of six seasons with the 
Oilers, as well as Jacob de la Rose, a former Habs pick because they 
probably assumed he was French just like all the rest of us did. 
Seriously, that dude is a first-ballot inductee in the Guy Hebert Hall-of-
Fame For Guys That Should Be French. I can remember how shaken I 
was when I found out that he’s Swedish. Mainly because it was as I was 
writing this paragraph. 

Other names you might know include Lucas Wallmark, who was traded 
to the Florida Panthers twice in the last two years, and Christian Folin, 
who pretty much had to be on the team because he has a Swedish 
mackerel tattooed on his arm. There’s also Magnus Hellberg, who played 
one game for the Predators and three for the Rangers, and whom I’m 
mentioning only because our roster is going to need goalies. 

Gentille: The bummer here is that goalie Lars Johansson never made it 
into a game with the Blackhawks. He’s going to start for Sweden, and 
he’s … good, apparently? Like, “reliable .930 save percentage in the 
KHL” good. That’s the only real reason to think Sweden has a shot at 
medalling here because that roster looks old and bad. If you have a 
goalie capable of starring against KHL-caliber talent? You’ve got a stew 
goin’. 

Still, Kruger seems like their 1C after spending his NHL career as the 
platonic ideal of a bottom-six center … and if it’s not him, it’s Lander. Oof. 

Switzerland 

Gentille: Reto Berra was always going to be our starting goaltender. He 
was a legit backup goalie in the NHL for several seasons, and he’s been 
good in the Swiss league. No-brainer stuff there. Then, he stopped 29 of 
30 shots against ROC on the first day of the tournament. Look out. 

Beyond him, the Swiss roster is dotted with guys you remember; Sven 
Andrighetto played in Colorado for a few years. Raphael Diaz was the 
obligatory “short righthanded defenseman who could skate a bit” guy on 
a few different rosters. Yannick Weber was interesting for a bit with the 
Canucks and stuck around with the Penguins for a while last season, 
which was nice of him. He drove through a snowstorm or something to 
make it to his first practice. I can’t quite remember the specifics. The 
important thing is that Jim Rutherford signed Weber almost literally on his 
way out the door. 

Also, Mirco Muller! A 2013 first-round pick who was still in the NHL a 
couple years ago! He’s a first-pair defenseman here. 

McIndoe: If I know anything about international hockey, it’s that the Swiss 
goalie always develops superpowers for two weeks. Be very, very afraid 
of Reto Berra, everyone. 

Slovakia 

McIndoe: The big name here is probably Tomas Jurco, which I’m 
guessing doesn’t bode well for Slovakia. He played a few games for the 
Golden Knights last year, and had one assist to hit the rarified 45-point 
club for his career. Also, he was involved in one of the stranger trades in 
recent memory, sort of, but not really, because the Panthers traded him 
to the Hurricanes for future considerations on the same day that the 
Hurricanes traded Cliff Pu to the Panthers for, uh, future considerations. 
Guys, I feel like there was an easier way to do this. 

They also have Marko Dano, who you may remember as the prospect 
who went from Columbus to Chicago in the Brandon Saad trade and as 
the prospect who went from Chicago to Winnipeg in the Andrew Ladd 
trade, and probably not much else. And then there’s legendary Maple 
Leaf seventh defenseman Martin Marincin, and if I’m being completely 
honest I still assumed he was with the organization somewhere. This is 
like finding out your mom threw out one of your stuffed animals while you 
were at college. Like, you didn’t need it anymore, but what if you did, 
right? Anyways, all the best to Marincin, and we’ll always have that one 
year where we all looked at the Leafs roster and made Pokemon jokes. 

Gentille: I drafted Marko Dano in a fantasy league the season before the 
Saad trade. On purpose. It was late, and I was tired. Also, Marincin is 

lefthanded, so he’s playing on the second pair for this team at absolute 
worst. 

McIndoe: I was trying to remember if Dano was considered a top 
prospect back then and I found this from 2015, which contains the 
sentence “The thing with Dano is that, whether you’re looking at the tape 
or digging into the stats, it’s hard not to get excited” followed immediately 
by “This is different from someone like Artemi Panarin”. The lesson, as 
always, is that nobody knows anything about prospects. 

Gentille: The author of that piece? You guessed it — Vladimir Putin. Also, 
“the big name here is Tomas Jurco” might be the funniest sentence 
you’ve ever written. 

Latvia 

McIndoe: The Latvians only have two former NHLers, and tragically 
neither of them is Arturs Irbe. They do have Kaspars Daugavins, who 
only scored six goals in three NHL seasons with the Senators and 
Bruins, but who you might remember based on the time he tried this 
move in a shootout. And sure, we all made fun of him for it, but the move 
has worked before, so be ready when he beats Canada with it in the 
quarter-finals and we all lose our minds. 

The other former NHLer is goalie Kristers Gudlevskis, who only played 
three games but was once traded straight-up for Carter Verhaeghe. 

Gentille: During the Cup Final in 2015, I saw Gudlevskis playing beach 
volleyball near some Tampa cabana bar. I think he was one of the Black 
Aces. Whatever. Been rooting for him ever since. 

McIndoe: Wait, you saw a guy playing beach volleyball and went “Oh 
hey, that’s Kristers Gudlevskis”? 

Gentille: Honestly, I think we were there together. The entire practice 
squad was playing beach volleyball. But yeah, I could pick Gudlevskis 
out of a police lineup. I don’t want to … but I could. 

McIndoe: Mom, if you’re reading this, I don’t go to bars when I’m on the 
road covering games. He’s thinking of someone else. 

Denmark 

McIndoe: They’ve already got a win in their pocket, their first in Olympic 
history, so we’d better take them seriously. And they’ve got a reasonably 
big name playing a prominent role, as Frans Nielsen is on the team. He 
played over 900 games for the Islanders and Red Wings, and was one of 
the (many) forwards who signed an absolutely terrible contract in that 
ridiculous 2016 free agency market. He gained valuable best-on-best 
experience when he represented (checks notes) Team Europe at the 
2016 World Cup. That probably won’t help at this year’s Olympics, but 
there’s a chance that this might: In the history of the NHL shootout, only 
Patrick Kane has more goals than Nielsen’s 49. 

The other NHL name you might recognize here is Mikkel Boedker, who 
was the 8th overall pick in the 2008 draft and turned out to be good 
enough to stick around for 12 seasons. My favorite Boedker memory was 
when he was among the players the Senators got from San Jose for 
Mike Hoffman because they didn’t want Hoffman in their division, and 
then the Sharks immediately flipped him to the Panthers for a better deal. 

Gentille: At one point, Nielsen would’ve been too good to be in contention 
here. He wasn’t Krejci-level, but he was like … part of the Loui Eriksson 
“Not Underrated Because Everyone Says He’s Underrated Tier.” Alas, he 
stuck around in Detroit long enough to fade from memory. We need to do 
some sort of true crime-style podcast series on the 2016 offseason. 

McIndoe: Adam McKay needs to do a “Big Short” sequel about that 
summer. Really break it down for those of us who still don’t understand. 

Gentille: It’ll suck, then get nominated for a bunch of Oscars. 

China 

Gentille: If you’re unaware, the Chinese Olympic committee’s plan was to 
just port over the Kunlun KHL team. The captain is Brandon Yip, who had 
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56 NHL points at the start of the 2010s, mainly with the Avs. Their other 
candidate? That’s right — Chris Chelios’ kid. Jake is lefthanded and 
played five games for the Red Wings in 2018-19. Welcome to the squad. 

McIndoe: Jake Chelios is about to turn 31. Or, as his family calls it, just 
entering his prime. 

And now, a fake lineup for our fake team. 
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do the 2022 designs rank against the classics? 
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When you think of Olympic hockey, what comes to mind? That’ll vary 
based on age and location, but I’m sure your thoughts will eventually 
wander to iconic moments like Sidney Crosby’s 2010 golden goal, 1980’s 
Miracle on Ice, Dominik Hasek in ’98 and Peter Forsberg’s seventh-round 
game-winner in ’94. 

Some guy once said great moments are born from great opportunity and 
when those moments happen you want to be wearing a great jersey. 

OK, the last part might have been implied, but there’s no denying that 
Olympic jerseys are woven into these moments and pictures that are 
burned into our memories. Sweater selection means so much more when 
you’re representing your country on the big stage, trying to birth one of 
those aforementioned great moments. 

So I, Sara Civian, enlisted the help of colleagues Murat Ates and Sean 
Shapiro to draft the best Olympic hockey jerseys of all time. If you’re new 
here, this isn’t our first jersey-drafting rodeo; we drafted NHL franchise 
uniforms in April 2020 and alternate jerseys back in November. 

This time around, the rules were simple: You can pick any Olympic jersey 
from any of the 13 countries that qualified for men’s or women’s hockey 
at the 2022 Games. But each country can only be picked once — so 
once a U.S. jersey was picked, for example, all other U.S. jerseys were 
unavailable. We used a randomizer to pick the order of the draft, used a 
linear draft order and let it rip. 

Here’s how it played out. 

No. 1, Team Murat: 2022 Czechia 

Murat: Heading into this draft, I was torn in a hundred different directions. 
I’m Canadian — you know this — and I can’t get enough of our golden 
memories over the years. Mario Lemieux lets Chris Pronger’s pass go 
through his legs so Paul Kariya can score? Golden. Marie-Philip Poulin in 
any overtime ever? Golden. So obviously I wanted to tie my heartstrings 
to my choice at No. 1 overall (or at least to a team I thought could win 
women’s or men’s gold). 

But then … well, then I actually looked at the jerseys over the years. And 
you know what? Most (not all!) Canadian jerseys have been downright 
boring. 

Meanwhile, these Czechia beauties have bold, rich colours and a coat of 
arms that makes me feel like I’m in “Game of Thrones.” A double-tailed 
lion? Crowned eagles with talons that give me nightmares? The night is 
long and full of terrors, my friends, and I am into it. 

Sean: Aesthetically, this is the best Czechia jersey. But I would have had 
a soft spot for the 1998 jersey, from when Hasek led the team to gold. I 
see why you wouldn’t pick that as a Canadian, though … just like 
Canada didn’t pick Gretzky to shoot. 

Murat: You miss 100 percent of the shots you don’t take :sob: 

Sara: I love when these jerseys lean into country histories and 
meaningful symbols! But like Sean, I would have gone with 1998 — not 
for Hasek but for Jaromir Jagr. That jersey with that mullet? It’s no 
wonder they won. 

No. 2, Team Sara: 1960 United States 

Sara: When you think about U.S. hockey, the Miracle on Ice is obviously 
the first thing that comes to mind. But the Miracle before the Miracle is 
where the iconic diagonal USA lettering comes from, and it’s stood the 
test of time as a near-perfect sweater. That diagonal USA that still hasn’t 
been topped, the blue shoulders, the red and blue stripes. And the 
kicker? The iconic patch, which sits just above the player’s heart. In a 
world of boring white jerseys or white jerseys trying to do entirely too 
much, the balance here is unmatched. 

Sean: I originally thought 1980 would be the only choice for the U.S., but 
you’ve convinced me. Good pick. 

Sara: Herb Brooks was the last man cut from that 1960 team, so I 
suppose the energy is still there. 

Murat: It takes swagger to skip out on an actual logo — by which I mean, 
with lions or a maple leaf or whatever — in favour of three simple letters. 
But the USA has that kind of swagger, and Herb Brooks is the guy that 
gave it to them. Nice history lesson and nice pick, too. 

No. 3, Team Sean: 2006 Sweden 

Sean: The three crowns are a classic. Simple, yes, but if you’ve got a 
perfect logo and color scheme, why mess with it? I also wanted to get at 
least one gold medal-winning jersey on my team, so that’s why I’m going 
with the 2006 edition. I love the iconic image of Henrik Lundqvist 
celebrating the 2006 Olympic Gold. It’s a Hall of Famer at the pinnacle of 
his career. And when we are talking style, we’ve got to include the King. 

Sara: Dammit, Sean! One of the best jerseys of all time. Great pick. To 
your point about not messing with it, I absolutely loved that they refused 
to let Nike spoil the greatness in 2014. 

Murat: King Henrik is so handsome they gave him three crowns 

No. 4, Team Murat: 2014 Germany 

Murat: OK, OK, OK … let me take this moment to say: Dear Hockey 
Canada, you got it right in 1972 and again in 1987. I dig the thunderbird 
and eagle in 2010, but where is the stem of the maple leaf? And here in 
2022, can I please say the black makes no sense to me at all? Red and 
white go so well together! Now moving on. 

My second pick, fourth overall: Team Germany 2014. I guess I’m drawn 
to what scares me? I don’t love that I’ve chosen a jersey from a team that 
didn’t qualify in the women’s draw this year (Germany’s men did). I’d feel 
more complete if my jersey collection intimidated people of all genders. 
So, if Sara and Sean will be generous, perhaps we could throw the 2022 
men’s jersey in here too. 

Moving on to the fear. 

Black, red and gold are scary, imperialistic colours. The eagle on 
Germany’s coat of arms is the oldest and scariest national symbol 
presently used in Europe. The jersey itself balances all of these elements 
into a perfect terror. Also, might I say: Germany does well with an 
important but simple concept. Black, red and gold flag? Black, red and 
gold sweater! It shouldn’t be this hard, Canada. 

Sara: I will say that Germany’s playing on cheat mode with some of the 
best flag colors in the world, but their jerseys go hard regardless. I don’t 
know if scary is the word I’d use, here — maybe scary good. 
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Murat: Hahaha, I just mean I know that if I looked across the ice in warm-
ups and saw those jerseys, I’d think, “Oh no, this is going to be tough.” 
This is a reference that three readers will get but, for me, it’s the 1998 
Oakbank Winterhawks all over again. 

No. 5, Team Sara: 2014 Finland 

Sara: It’s almost impossible to pick the best Team Finland jerseys. In 
terms of consistency over the years, the Finns have the best Olympic 
jersey repertoire in the game. I’m going 2014 for several reasons: I love 
the blue on blue of the home jerseys (the dark blue shoulder yoke with a 
light blue base), the two Finnish flags on the sleeve striping design. And 
of course the red Soumi. You wouldn’t think all these colors work 
together, but they do. It’s all about placement, people. And I know some 
people hate the white jerseys that represent a full-length Finnish flag, but 
I loved the idea and was OK with the execution. The first jersey was 
strong and classic enough to go for something a bit different on the 
second. 

Murat: If I have failed on this day, it is in letting Finland get away. The 
flag jerseys worked for me (and credit to Finland for integrating the socks 
and the full kit). I also happen to love the lion stomping on a Russian 
sabre that is their coat of arms and think that the 2022 jerseys are 
gorgeous. 

Sean: Finland may have the best jersey at the 2022 Olympics, too. That 
would have been my selection for the Finns, even though it’s hard to find 
many busts. I also knew Finland would be a hot commodity for this draft, 
considering all three of us have covered teams that were closely tied to 
the land of saunas and beer. 

No. 6, Team Sean: 2014 Slovakia 

Sean: The Olympics are all about national pride and the chance to hear 
the anthem of your country at the end of the competition. It’s why NHL 
players have and will continue to push to play in the Games. The 
Slovakia jersey in 2014 captured that perfectly. They printed the anthem 
on the jersey. Seriously. It doesn’t get more Olympic than that. 

Sara: Yes, I loved that. It was a true “open for a surprise” moment where 
it just looked like gray lines, then you looked closer and saw the anthem. 
Imagine playing for the team and you get to wear that jersey to represent 
your country? Patriotism-per-60-minutes rate is off the charts. This is a 
perfect example of doing something cool without being gaudy. 

Murat: This draft is beginning to remind me of that “Rounders” quote: “If 
you can’t spot the sucker in your first half-hour at the table, then you’re 
the sucker” or something like that. Did the two of you spend the last two 
weeks planning this and tap me on the shoulder yesterday just to blow 
my mind with anthem lyrics hidden in a Slovakian jersey from eight years 
ago? I think you did. 

No. 7, Team Murat: 1994 Canada 

Murat: Anyway. My third choice is all about my heart. Team Canada, no 
matter how many times you’ve tried to mess with your colour scheme, 
adding blue or black or some other un-red and un-white colour to what is 
already a gorgeous no-brainer … I love you. And I can’t be without you. 
Choosing a year is painful, though. 2022 is right out. In 2014, the best 
men’s hockey team I have ever watched and the most dramatic empty-
net-post, Canadian comeback women’s gold medal I could ever imagine 
aren’t enough to overcome the incomplete maple leaf, the sideways flag, 
or the boring black “CANADA” alternate. Vancouver 2010 is almost 
perfect, given the simple red and white and the subtle, First Nations-
designed thunderbird and eagle … but they left out the bottom of the 
maple leaf! The black 2006 Torino jersey is pretty cool, I guess, and the 
Hockey Canada logo with the skater is a bit of a classic. But the only 
perfect Canadian jerseys were the 1987 and 1972 ones, and neither of 
those were for the Olympics. 

Running out of options, I choose the way-too-red but extremely of-its-
time 1994 Lillehammer jersey, with the little red maple leaf dragging 
speed lines through a big white one. Sorry about the heartbreak, 
Canada. I can’t protect you from Peter Forsberg. I love you all the same. 

Sara: *Cries in Sidney Crosby golden goal* 

Sean: Did you know they made a postage stamp of that move? *Ducks to 
avoid a friendly item thrown by Murat* 

No. 8, Team Sara: 1980 U.S.S.R. 

Sara: I’m praying this pick doesn’t get me put on a list somewhere, but 
this wouldn’t be a valid project without the Russian Red Machine CCCP 
jerseys. It’s hard to decide which iteration of this jersey to pick because 
they’re all so similar, but let’s tip our hats to the 70s and early 80s, when 
Russia put together some of the best international hockey teams of all 
time. 

Sean: It’s impossible to tell Olympic hockey history without it, so it fits. 

Murat: You don’t trust my sense of aesthetics after picking Team Canada 
1994, but I think their double golden eagle on red is so stunning I’d have 
dodged CCCP history for it. 

Sara: I always like that you can get a sense of strategy as these drafts 
chug on. Murat seems to be going for pure jersey beauty from an 
aesthetic standpoint. 

Murat: Truth. This is where I’d like to write in the 2022 Olympic Hartford 
Whalers 

Sara: Don’t show this to Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon or he just might 
buy the Olympics. 

No. 9, Team Sean: 1998 Japan 

Sean: Japan hosted the Olympics in 1998, getting a bid for both the men 
and women that helped eventually launch a Japanese women’s program 
that has grown and now consistently ranks in the top six or seven 
programs in the world. This jersey helped start it all, and it’s beautiful in 
its simplicity and representing the Japanese flag. They didn’t clutter it, 
like the Japanese jersey in 2022, and it just looked great on the ice. 

Murat: Oh, I fully assume that’s the flag jersey. Subtle, smart, maybe not 
earth-shatteringly beautiful but perfect in a simple sort of way. What did 
any of those words mean? I like it. It was a good idea 

Sara: It’s been so fun to watch Japan at these Olympics so far. I’m a full-
time Nana Fujimoto superfan at this point. While I think there’s so much 
potential these 1998 jerseys (and beyond) could have tapped into, I like 
’em. And I love how the women’s program has grown ever since. 

Sean: The women’s tournament has been so much fun, in general, this 
year. Also, everyone should read Hailey Salvian’s column if you have any 
doubts about how important the Olympics are to the growth of the sport. 

No. 10, Team Murat: 2022 Denmark 

Murat: At 10 overall, I choose Team Denmark. I’ll admit I prefer some of 
their jerseys from various world tournaments with different versions of the 
lion front and center, but I’m here for their Olympics debut. Loved to see 
their women’s and men’s teams each snag a win. Plus, certain sports 
moments just stick with you, and Christian Eriksen’s collapse at men’s 
Euro 2020 — and the way Denmark rallied around him — just grips me. I 
find myself pulling for that team and wish Nikolaj Ehlers was there with 
his dad (the men’s coach!) to rep that lion, too. 

Sean: It is a sharp jersey. Also, Frans Nielsen still loves backhand shelf. 

Murat: They couldn’t stop it in the NHL. Why would they at the Olympics? 

I would also like to point out at this time that I have way more eagles and 
lions than either of you and have obviously won as a result. 

No. 11, Team Sara: 2022 Latvia 

Sara: Well, Murat, your monopoly on lions is about to change, because 
No. 11 overall is going to 2022 Latvia. I’m pleased that this was still 
available. It’s a lovely jersey, and you don’t see enough maroon (or 
technically “Latvian red”) these days. Love the Latvian coat of arms 
representation on the sleeves. 
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Murat: Hakuna matata, Sara. You, too, may have lions. 

Sean: You cover Carolina, you gotta go with Arturs Irbe-era Latvia. Irbe 
stitched his own pads. It’s important everyone gets some random Irbe 
facts in their life. 

Murat: Irbe was the Latvian flag bearer in the 2006 opening ceremonies 
in Turin. Irbe was on a Latvian stamp in 2000. 

Sean: And in 2014, he was the emergency backup for the Buffalo Sabres 
at 47. And he once placed an ad to try and find an old Jofa goalie mask 
… OK, time to move on. 

Murat: You’re welcome, world! 

No. 12, Team Sean: 2022 Switzerland 

Dani Cameranesi and Phoebe Staenz battle for the puck. (George 
Walker IV / USA Today) 

Sean: For pick 12, I can either take China or Switzerland … and with the 
goalie theme, I’d like to pick China because of the awesome pads 
belonging to Zhou Jiaying, but this is a jersey draft and not a goalie pad 
draft — well, there’s an idea we may have to pursue — so I’m going with 
2022 Switzerland. The Swiss have always had some form of red with the 
Swiss Cross on the front. They’ve played around with the placement and 
size of the cross in recent Olympics, but I think the 2022 jersey hits the 
spot and the gradient line underneath adds a nice depth to the overall 
product. 

Murat: “The cross is neither too big nor too small” is about the most tepid 
praise you could give a jersey. I get it. It’s pick 12. But 2022 isn’t 
Goldilocks. It’s just the most recent in a long and boring run. 

(I’m still mad at them for 2006.) 

Sara: Your “long and boring run” statement is Nino Niederreiter erasure! 

Murat: Give me fuel? 

Sara: 

Give me fire 

Give me a cross that’s neither too big nor too small. 
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The Athletic / What if? How each country would’ve stacked up at the 
2022 Olympics with NHL players 

 

By Dom Luszczyszyn  

Feb 10, 2022 

 

Four years ago I wrote an Olympic hockey preview for a tournament that 
never was — a projection for what could happen in an Olympic best-on-
best… if NHLers were allowed to attend. At the time, I didn’t expect to be 
writing the exact same article four years later. 

The men’s Olympic hockey tournament starts today and the NHL was 
supposed to be well-represented, but a still-raging pandemic had other 
plans and so we will have to wait until 2026 until the next chance. That’s 
12 years since the last Olympic Games with NHLers, a heartbreaking 
thought for many players whose best chance to play has now passed 
them by. 

Olympic hockey is the best hockey I can remember. It’s a spectacle that 
we’ve been robbed of in two straight Olympics. But, with the power of 

math, we can imagine what might’ve been. It’s not even close to the 
same thing, don’t get me wrong, but hey, it’s the best we got. Or, it’s a 
depressing reminder for what we’ll never have.  

Based on the roster predictions we created at the end of 2021 and the 
model I use daily here, here’s how good each of the 12 nations would’ve 
been and how likely they were to medal at the Olympics. 

Starting from the bottom… 

No chance 

No. 

China 

Part of the challenge of making projections for international hockey is 
creating semi-realistic ones for non-NHL players. For anyone outside the 
NHL, I use NHL equivalencies which essentially translate points from one 
league into their NHL equivalent. It’s crude, but it’s the best we got. That 
would normally be extremely difficult for a team like China where there 
isn’t a single NHLer, but luckily the entire team plays for HC Kunlun Red 
Star in the KHL — where they rank last in the league with a 9-32-5 
record… and a minus-97 goal differential. That’s bad, but their time at the 
Olympics would likely be much worse. And that’s with extremely 
generous ratings for every skater (though harsher goalie ratings take 
care of that). In reality, every skater is likely much worse than depicted 
above. But in the end, it doesn’t matter as China’s expected win 
percentage is literally one percent. Just getting a point in a division 
featuring Canada, the USA, and Germany would’ve been a miracle and 
their win probability against the next worst team would’ve been just three 
percent. 

Slovakia 

Oh, how the mighty have fallen. Slovakia is a long way away from the 
glory days featuring Marian Hossa, Marian Gaborik and Zdeno Chara in 
their primes. That team was a medal threat, one that had the potential to 
expand the international hockey hierarchy. This team isn’t that with less 
than half the team being actual NHL-calibre players. With all due respect 
to Erik Cernak and Tomas Tatar, it’s a bad sign when those are the two 
best players on an Olympic roster. Against the best that each country has 
to offer Slovakia’s top guys are going to get crushed. The depth? Forget 
about it. Slovakia may have five NHL bodies on the backend, but only 
one, Cernak, is an impact player and it’s much worse up front with only 
“four” NHL-level forwards — if you can call three of them that. Jaroslav 
Halak, who also isn’t what he used to be, will have his work cut out for 
him. 

Latvia 

The shock here is that Latvia isn’t ranked 11th as they narrowly edged 
out Slovakia. You can thank having Elvis Merzlikins for that, a legitimate 
NHL starter that may be able to keep things somewhat interesting for a 
period or two. The rest of the roster is mostly depressing from an 
Olympic standpoint, but some credit needs to be given to the team’s trio 
of NHL forwards. None of Teddy Blueger, Rudolfs Balcers or Zemgus 
Girgensons are stars, but they’re capable players who can hold their own 
— two of which are really strong defensive forwards. The Latvians don’t 
have a chance, but they might make a team sweat it out first. 

The minnows 

Think of the movie Miracle. Now imagine if the team had even less of a 
chance. 

Denmark 

The Danes have roughly the same number of NHL talent as Latvia and 
Slovakia, but there’s a key difference: high-end talent. Remember when 
the Swiss shocked Canada back in 2006 with an upset victory? That was 
thanks to a heroic performance from Jonas Hiller and Frederik Andersen 
has the potential to deliver something similar with the way he’s played 
this season. He can steal a game on his own. On top of that, Denmark 
has a real game-breaker in Nikolaj Ehlers up front that can add an 
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offensive threat to the mix. He has some help too with the underrated 
Oliver Bjorkstrand on the right and two-way ace Lars Eller down the 
middle. This is obviously a thin group, but there are some weapons that 
can keep games close. 

Germany 

Leon Draisaitl. Moritz Seider. Tim Stützle. That’s it, that’s the team. It’s 
an elite core with Nico Sturm and Philipp Grubauer adding capable NHL-
calibre support, but it’s that top three that puts Germany in this group 
rather than the group before it. Draisaitl is one of the very best players in 
the league and he alone is enough to elevate Germany up a tier, but it 
helps to have help and both Stützle and Seider offer that. The future of 
German hockey is in good hands with those three and the latter two are 
only getting better. Both are already big-time players. If Grubauer was 
not having the season he was having, Germany would look even better. 
It’s worth noting that DEL, the German Hockey League, is pretty 
underrated and the depth might surprise as a result. The team also has 
two prospects, Lukas Reichel and JJ Peterka, who were top 35 picks in 
2020 and are scoring at a point-per-game pace in the AHL this season. 
They might not have done much in a hypothetical 2022 Olympics, but the 
future here is bright. 

Switzerland 

Of all the minnows, the Swiss are by far the deepest and most 
impressive — with one unfortunate fatal flaw: goaltending. Akira Schmid 
is an intriguing goalie prospect, but he’s shown this year that he’s not 
quite ready for prime-time. In six starts with the Devils, he has an ugly 
.833 save percentage. I’m skeptical that Reto Berra would be much 
better and the Swiss have the second-worst goaltending at the 
tournament as a result. 

Goaltending is the undoing of what is an otherwise strong roster. Swiss 
hockey has made massive strides over the years, coming a long way 
from a team that was once “just” Jonas Hiller. How ironic that it’s 
goaltending that would’ve held them back. The roster itself would be right 
there with Czechia if not for the massive hole in net. There’s some real 
talent here, led by Norris-calibre defender Roman Josi and the suddenly 
elite Timo Meier. That’s a good backbone worthy of best-on-best action, 
but there’s a strong supporting cast beyond those two. Kevin Fiala is one 
of the game’s best snipers and Nico Hischier is a strong center in his own 
right. Nino Niederreiter has long been a capable top-six winger while 
Jonas Siegenthaler has emerged as a decent top-four shutdown 
defender.  

There’s a lot to work with here and 2021 third pick Mason McTavish (he 
was born in Switzerland!) is on the horizon too. The Swiss look poised to 
build some real momentum here to become a future hockey power and 
maybe turn the hockey hierarchy into a Big Six, rather than Big Five. 
Switzerland isn’t quite there yet, but 2026 might be interesting, especially 
if Schmid pans out to be an NHL-calibre netminder.  

The in-between 

Not a minnow, but certainly not a hockey power either. 

Czechia 

The Czech’s don’t fit in with the three nations before it, but they don’t 
quite fit with the next three either. They’re in hockey purgatory as a team 
that can make some noise if everything goes right, but is also very 
unlikely to relative to the strength of the other nations. 

There are enough Czech players in the NHL to make a full roster, but 
while there are some elite options up front to lead the way, the team’s 
depth leaves a fair bit to be desired relative to actual Olympic 
contenders. Czechia wouldn’t have a capable Olympic-quality starter as 
neither Vitek Vanecek or Petr Mrazek will cut it. The defence looks even 
weaker as there isn’t a single player who would be top-pair calibre in the 
NHL. The top five teams are much more flush with talent there and when 
a team’s best defenders are Jakub Zboril and Radko Gudas they’re 
probably in trouble. The same can be said for the team’s bottom nine 

forward group which has some intriguing pieces in Martin Necas and 
Jakub Voracek, but otherwise a whole lot of meh.  

The reason for optimism though is the country’s top line, a truly elite one 
that could legitimately hang with some of the best this tournament had to 
offer. David Pastrnak is one of the best players in the world, a lethal 
sniper that can break any game with open. Tomas Hertl is an elite two-
way center that can drive play to an exceptional degree. And Ondrej 
Palat is a really underrated part of the Tampa Bay machine, a terrific 
utility player that can do a lot of things very well. That trio would be a 
really fun line to watch, one that can do real damage — it just wouldn’t 
have been enough to make Czechia all that relevant here. 

The contenders 

International hockey has a hierarchy and the best chance belongs to The 
Big Five who are expected to take home 2.7 of the three available 
medals and have a combined gold medal probability of 98 percent. 

Finland 

The Finns are pesky and almost always find a way to punch above their 
weight at these events, but with the way their talent is shaping up there 
will soon be a time when they don’t need to. Finland is fifth in the pecking 
order, but the gap is shrinking every year thanks to an influx of elite 
talent.  

What was once a lacking forward group is now one that would have been 
right on par with both Sweden and Russia. Thank the second (!) best 
center ice depth at the tournament with a foursome that would be very 
tough to stop. Aleksander Barkov is one of the game’s best two-way 
forwards and last year’s Selke trophy winner and Sebastian Aho is an 
elite force and one of the game’s best centers. Then there’s speedy 
Roope Hintz who might actually be one of the league’s most underrated 
players (unlike Barkov and Aho who everyone knows are good). That’s a 
killer trifecta of players who put up point-per-game numbers or better in 
the NHL while also being extremely responsible two-way forwards too. 
Add rookie sensation Anton Lundell to the mix and it’s a tough group to 
follow.  

The wings are where the team comes into trouble, but there’s still a lot to 
like led by Mikko Rantanen, arguably one of the league’s best forwards. 
He’s played Hart-calibre hockey this season and is Finland’s most 
dangerous weapon. After him though is a solid mix of wingers who are 
definitely top six worthy, but not quite high-end. A lot depends on which 
Patrik Laine shows up and the model likely underrates what he could do 
with the help of Carolina’s wonder duo. That would smooth out any 
potential defensive issues. 

In net, the heir apparent to Tuukka Rask and Pekka Rinne has arrived in 
Juuse Saros who has consistently proven he’s one of the league’s best 
goalies. He would’ve given Finland a massive edge between the pipes, 
but he’d have his work cut out for him thanks to the team’s biggest flaw: 
the defence corps. If not for that, the Finns would’ve been a much 
stronger medal contender, but things get very thin after Miro Heiskanen. 
He’s elite, but he alone isn’t enough. 

Defence is what’s holding Finland back here, but even with a group that 
has Rasmus Ristolainen on the top pair, the team looked poised to be a 
real medal threat. 

Sweden 

An injury to Erik Karlsson is what’s holding Sweden back from being the 
third-ranked team as that alone would’ve been the difference between 
them and Russia. The blue line remains the team’s biggest strength, but 
that strength isn’t what it could be — or used to be. 

Victor Hedman is obviously one of the game’s very best defenders, 
period, but many of the veterans have sagged in recent years. John 
Klingberg isn’t the talent he once was, nor is Hampus Lindholm. Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson is having a strong defensive bounce-back, but he’s still a 
ways away from his former perch as a number one defender. Even 
Mattias Ekholm has started to decline a bit. I love Jonas Brodin, but there 
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was a time when he was Sweden’s fifth or sixth-best guy here and while 
he’s improved his game, the fact he’s number two now is a bit of an 
indictment on the rest of the crew. 

Elsewhere, the team is really solid throughout… but is missing a lot of the 
wow factor that separates it from the top two countries. There’s plenty of 
depth, but not much in the way of premier talent. Jacob Markstrom is a 
strong goalie, but he’s not quite at the level of the two countries ahead 
and with Robin Lehner pulling out, there isn’t a solid backup plan either.  

Up front, the team is littered with top-line talent, but not much in the way 
of actual elite talent. Elias Pettersson was supposed to be that, but he’s 
having a down year, while William Nylander has slowed a bit after a hot 
start. Those would’ve arguably been the team’s two most dynamic 
players, but they don’t quite stack up with any of Canada, the USA, or 
Russia in that department. Sweden will have waves of talent to throw at 
opposing teams — including what would’ve been an incredible checking 
line of Gabriel Landeskog, Joel Eriksson Ek, and Elias Lindholm — but 
not much to actually overwhelm the other top teams who have a bit more. 

This is a solid group throughout with very few holes, one that could’ve 
been a medal threat, but it isn’t one that screams gold. 

Russia 

Russian hockey looked like it was in a state of decline over the past few 
years, but it’s experiencing a bit of a renaissance this season. Russia 
would’ve been the strongest bronze threat at the Olympics, with a real 
chance for silver or gold against the North American nations. That’s 
without Evgeny Kuznetsov. 

Russia’s problem is simple: lots of talent on the wings, but a big hole 
down the middle. Kuznetsov could’ve changed that considerably with 
how he’s played this year and his presence would’ve improved Russia’s 
medal chances from 44 percent to 46 percent. Evgeni Malkin remains 
elite and it helps that Ivan Barbashev is experiencing a big breakout 
season, but it’s still not going to cut it against any of the other Big Five 
teams. 

That probably would’ve mattered a lot less than it used to do with the 
sheer amount of skill on the flanks, a group so deep that Andrei 
Svechnikov finds himself on the fourth line (though that’s mostly to build 
an all-Blues third line). Alex Ovechkin is putting up an MVP-calibre 
season, Nikita Kucherov is always at that level — they would’ve created 
one of the strongest lines of the tournament with Malkin in between. That 
the team would’ve had Artemi Panarin and Kirill Kaprizov manning the 
second line is an incredible luxury. 

The fact the team’s group of wingers wouldn’t have even been their 
biggest strength is a terrific endorsement of Russia’s goaltending 
situation and it’s a complete shame there aren’t two nets for each of 
Andrei Vasilevskiy and Igor Shesterkin to man. I would assume the team 
defers to the veteran as the starter, but the model does prefer Shesterkin 
after the season he’s having. Either way, Russia would’ve had a brick 
wall back there, one that could have easily stolen a game or two against 
deeper or more talented lineups. 

The issue with Russia is the same as it always is: defence. The 
goaltending duo is magic, but they would’ve had their work cut out for 
them with what would’ve been in front of them. Having said that, the 
defence looks much stronger than it has in years past and may have 
been enough to get the job done. Dmitry Orlov has been incredible this 
season and he forms a solid, albeit unspectacular top pair with Mikhail 
Sergachev. That duo can really move the puck which would be an 
incredible asset given the skill up front. The rise of Artem Zub is a 
blessing too as it gives Russia a solid top-four option to pair with Ivan 
Provorov. Even the bottom pair looks fine relative to past iterations — 
assuming Russia wouldn’t make the mistake of bringing along Nikita 
Zaitsev that is. 

This would’ve been the strongest Russian team we’ve seen in a long 
time which would’ve created some real fireworks at the tournament given 
the rivalry with both Canada and USA. 

The juggernauts 

The teams to beat.  

USA 

As it always does, it comes down to USA and Canada. And, as it always 
does, the USA is second. Given the plethora of young elite talent on the 
rise, there will be a day soon where that is not the case. But it wouldn’t 
have been at the 2022 Olympics — though the gap is shrinking, even if 
it’s slight. USA’s chances in a single game against Canada in 2018 
would’ve been 39 percent (though that was with an older, lesser model). 
Here, they’re up to 40 percent. Baby steps. 

What’s most important though is not USA’s standing relative to Canada 
— it’s how much wider the gap would’ve been between them and the 
rest. Last time around, USA’s edge in expected win percentage over the 
third-best team was 2.6 percentage points, giving the States an 18 
percent chance at gold and a 52 percent chance of medalling. In 2022, 
that gap would’ve been 15.6 percentage points, giving USA a 29 percent 
chance at gold and a 71 percent chance at medalling. The United States 
has kept up with Canada, while leaving the rest of the world behind. And 
all of that is without Jack Eichel too. 

Even without Eichel, this team is deep and full of star-power as a new 
guard has emerged. Auston Matthews gives the USA a top-line center 
that has the ability to go toe-to-toe with Canada’s top center and he’ll 
have Matthew Tkachuk on his right side, one of hockey’s most well-
balanced players. Two unicorns, side-by-side. The backend is where you 
can see how bright the future is most with what would’ve been the best 
right-side one-two punch of the tournament in Adam Fox and Charlie 
McAvoy. Add Jaccob Slavin and Quinn Hughes on the left and USA 
might have had the best top four at the Olympics. 

The wings are absolutely loaded with talent too, so much so that players 
like Alex DeBrincat and Brady Tkachuk were left off. That Jason 
Robertson and Chris Kreider find themselves on the fourth line speaks to 
how much skill there is from top to bottom here. Johnny Gaudreau and 
Max Pacioretty are playing the best hockey of their careers and give the 
USA the best left wingers of any country. Swap Eichel for J.T. Miller and 
this would’ve been a truly terrifying group overall. 

Then there’s the goaltending where teams can pick their poison between 
John Gibson and Connor Hellebuyck who collectively bring the same 
value as Russia’s vaunted duo. There are no holes here and it’s what 
makes this arguably the best USA team that would’ve ever played at the 
Olympics.  

But as truly great as this team is, one with an .816 expected win 
percentage, it still wouldn’t have been enough to be the top dog. As 
much talent as the USA has at its disposal, it wouldn’t have been on 
Canada’s level. 

Canada 

Just like they have been in every other Olympics, Canada would’ve been 
the team to beat in 2022 as well. So much so, that the Canadians were 
almost odds-on favourites with a 48 percent chance of winning gold. At 
82 percent, a medal was as close to a lock as any country could get and 
that’s because this team’s group of skaters is dominant from top-to-
bottom. There’s a whole lot of yellow throughout. 

The forwards are the deepest of any team, totalling 37 wins. The top line 
could be one of the best pure offensive lines any country could construct. 
The third line could be one of the very best shutdown lines any country 
could construct. The second line would never give the puck up. And the 
fourth line has three point-per-game players on it. It’s a perfectly 
constructed group that would be completely overwhelming to every other 
team. The depth here is ridiculous. 

The defence isn’t quite on the same level, but the top four features 
immediate chemistry led by arguably the best back in hockey. That 
Canada has Connor McDavid and Cale Makar on the same team is an 
incredible luxury that other teams would struggle to handle. Even the 
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third pair here features two defenders at the top of their games right now, 
a duo that looks like it could mesh really well together. I’m less sure 
about Alex Pietrangelo after the season he’s had, but if that’s the team’s 
biggest problem amongst the skaters then it’s not really a problem at all. 

Canada’s actual biggest problem is goaltending and it’s why it’s a bit 
scary how certain the model would’ve been about their collective 
chances. There is no solid starter option and that means the team in front 
has to be perfect out of necessity. USA and Russia can rely on their 
goalies to bail them out. For the Canadians, it’s the opposite — though 
the problem is likely overstated. 

The model still holds Marc-André Fleury in high regard, but that’s based 
on his lengthy resume more than what he’s done lately (which has been 
poor). Jordan Binnington can’t even keep the starting job on his own 
team. Carter Hart might actually be the best option if we only focus on 
what every goalie has done this year, but 2021 is tough to completely 
ignore. Darcy Kuemper is a solid option and he’s turned it around of late, 
but how safe would Canada have felt with Kuemper in net?  

With how good the rest of the team is, it probably wouldn’t matter. This 
team would dominate possession to an absurd degree and out-chanced 
any opponent on a nightly basis — enough to minimize any effect 
goaltending luck has on the game. What Canada has between the pipes 
would’ve been fine enough under that logic, but it does leave a 
vulnerability that a more balanced team can potentially penetrate.  

More often than not, Canada will come out ahead — as it should for a 
team expected to beat an average Olympic team 87 percent of the time 
— but the team’s Achilles’ heel is a noticeable one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Smith buys Oilers time to clinch win for Woodcroft in debut 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

February 12, 2022, 1:25 AM 

 

EDMONTON -- Mike Smith did for Jay Woodcroft, from his spot in the 
Edmonton Oilers goal crease Friday night, what he was unable to do 
from the trainer’s table for Dave Tippett. 

He bought his team the time it needed to find its game. 

The end result was a 37-save, 3-1 win for Smith and the Oilers against 
the befuddled New York Islanders, as the Woodcroft era began with a ‘W’ 
in Edmonton. 

“It’s a good team win, and I thought our players really played hard for 
each other,” said Woodcroft, uttering a preferred coaching phrase that 
fans should get used to from the 45-year-old. “Mike Smith turned him in a 
performance that allowed us a chance to get to work our way into the 
game. I thought we got better as the game went on tonight.” 

The coach’s assessment perfectly summed up a game in which Natural 
Stats Trick had the High Danger Scoring Chances at 10-3 for New York 
after 40 minutes, but then evened out at 10-9 by game’s end. 

But the difference was this. How many nights has a sluggish start left 
Edmonton behind 2-0 or 3-0? On this night, Cody Ceci’s seeing-eye shot 
made it 1-0 late in Period 1, then Zach Hyman’s 100th career goal came 
on a far side snipe past Ilya Sorokin that Smith just wasn’t about to let 
pass on this night. 

Edmonton had the better goalie for the entire night, and the better team 
for the final 30 minutes. You wouldn’t have one, surely, without the other, 
and in his third game back from injury Smith -- for one night at least -- 
found mid-season form. 

“As a player, you kind of can get your wits about you and maybe go out 
there and shorten your shifts and maybe get a bump or grind and get to 
that and do little things that it gets you in games,” the 39-year-old goaler 
explained. “But as a goalie, there’s no real feeling out process. In the first 
game I came back everything was going super fast out there. The puck 
felt (as small as) a bubble hockey puck.” 

It looked more like a beach ball against the Isles, the team with the fourth 
most anemic offence in the league. You can’t look a gift horse in the 
mouth, but it must be said: With the amount of Grade A chances allowed 
in the opening 30 minutes, this game could have had a different result 
had the Isles shown more finish. 

“In sports, winning solves everything,” said Hyman. “And that's just the 
reality of things.” 

Connor McDavid had a pair of assists and was diligent defensively, while 
Woodcroft employed his forwards a bit differently than the previous 
coach had. For one, after 40 minutes McDavid and Leon Draisaitl -- by 
far the leaders in ice time among Edmonton’s forwards for the season -- 
were fifth and sixth in ice time. 

By game’s end they were both in the Top 3, but it was surely a different 
route to the same place, as a new coach took over with a slightly different 
plan. 

“Yeah, that was by design tonight,” Woodcroft admitted of his 
deployment. “It's also the third game of four nights for our team. So I was 
cognizant of that.” 

With only a morning skate under their belt, Woodcroft and recently 
promoted assistant coach Dave Manson could not install many nuances 
into the game plan. But this was a start -- a place to begin logging some 
video upon which a new coach can hope to improve his team. 

“In terms of tactical, we felt that we could improve our physicality in the 
offensive zone,” Woodcroft explained. “I thought the first goal (shot 
through a crowded crease) is a great example of that. We want to be 
hard and physical on offence. The other thing that we talked a lot about is 
that we wanted to make the other team work through a group of five men 
in all three zones. 

“And what I really liked to see was when the game was on the line in the 
third period, we valued hard plays.” 

If Edmonton can change anything to heighten its playoff chances, should 
the Oilers qualify, it would be to become a harder team to play against. 
Harder to enter their zone; harder in front of their net; harder to take a 
puck away from in the offensive zone. 

On Night 1, Mike Smith allowed them to celebrate some improvements in 
those areas, as the Oilers got that familiar bump that a coaching change 
always seems to provide. 

But they’ll have to improve tangibly from what we saw Friday, because 
better teams will cash in on all those chances the Oilers gave up. 

It was Smith’s first win since Oct. 16. It’s amazing -- isn’t it? -- what some 
goaltending will do for a team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / New Oilers coach Woodcroft arrives with fresh approach 
for stagnant team 
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Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

February 11, 2022, 5:08 PM 

 

EDMONTON — In an organization that has spit out vintage names like 
Tom Renney, Todd McLellan, Dave Tippett and Ken Hitchcock, Jay 
Woodcroft arrives as Bakersfield beaujolais. A fresh new tannin for a 
tired, thirsty palate. 

A career that began as Mike Babcock’s video coach in Detroit hitched its 
wagon to McLellan’s San Jose and Edmonton years, arriving this week 
for his first head coaching job in the National Hockey League as a well-
cellared minor league coach. Woodcroft is “humbled and privileged,” and 
more than prepared for his first job. 

Those are the two sides of the Edmonton Oilers latest head coach. 

On one hand, he appears ready to do the job. On the other, he has never 
done it before. Not at this level. 

“Well, when I made the decision to go down to Bakersfield a few years 
ago, I did it with the intent of one day becoming an NHL head coach,” 
began Woodcroft, 45. “And in my time in Bakersfield, I've learned that the 
biggest difference between being an assistant coach and a head coach is 
the difference between having an opinion and being the one who makes 
the decision. 

“It's a huge responsibility and not one that I'll take lightly.” 

Woodcroft steps into a team that has some issues, but should be better 
than it has played over its last 25 games. A team that finds itself at the 
point where it is time to win, but simply cannot unlock the key to a style 
that can both get them to the playoffs and win once they get there. 

Leon Draisaitl said on Friday that his Oilers do not leave the dressing 
room with a plan to play 5-4 hockey, while Ryan Nugent-Hopkins offered 
that their propensity to give up the game’s first goal (or two) creates a 
game where, in the end, they need four or five goals to win. 

Despite the offensive talent here, with questionable goaltending and a 
track record of loose defensive play, there is absolutely no question that 
building a more stout defensive posture is priority No. 1 for Woodcroft. 

“We might have different definitions of exactly what checking is,” he said. 
“I believe checking begins in the offensive zone. I believe checking is 
hanging on to the puck in wearing teams out in the offensive zone. It is 
working into positions to set yourself up to come back into your own 
zone. So, checking might have a little bit different definition there but 
certainly an area that we will address as we move forward on a daily 
basis with our group.” 

So, here’s the million-dollar question: Can a rookie NHL coach walk in 
the door and give a different shape to Connor McDavid’s game? To Leon 
Draisaitl’s game? 

Those two lead the league in ice time and shift length among forwards. 
What if Woodcroft decides that shaving a few seconds off every shift, or 
a couple of minutes out of every game is the path to winning? 

Is McDavid open to those kinds of changes? 

“Very open,” the Oilers captain said. “Obviously, something needs to 
change, and he’s going to come in and put his touch on the team. As 
players ... that’s what we want.” 

We wrote Thursday that the leaders on this team have to embrace better 
defensive play. That if the Oilers are ever going to become harder to play 
against — be a team that makes you earn a Grade-A chance, rather than 
hemorrhaging them — that the best players will have to lead them in that 
direction. It’s not all on them, but like everything else in Edmonton, it 
starts with them. 

McDavid made it clear: Whatever it takes, he’s all in. 

“We’re all in this together,” he said. “I’m not sure why, (but) sometimes I 
think people forget that we’re here to win. We come in each and every 
day and we want to win. We haven’t found the formula yet, and that’s all 
we want to do. Whatever system Woody puts into place, we're happy to 
play.” 

What does Woodcroft think of the opportunity to help McDavid, Draisaitl 
and a thus far underachieving roster get to the next level? 

“In my experience, and I think I'm in my 17th or 18th year of professional 
coaching at different levels in different job titles,” qualified Woodcroft, “my 
experience tells me that the best players in the world want to be led, and 
that's what I'm here to do. To try and help push these players forward.” 

So, Oilers fan, here is your latest head coach. Correction, an interim 
head coach through the end of this season. 

He’s not a household name, like so many of his predecessors. But he’s 
got some interesting ideas, and he’s fresh. 

What Woodcroft will have to decide is, will he be coaching to sign a new 
deal this summer? Or will be unafraid to break a few eggs, while creating 
the omelette this team has been waiting for all these years? 

“I’m not going to be anybody but myself,” he promised. “I’m in this 
position today by being myself.” 

Then we’ll wish him good luck, because it’s a tough gig here in 
Edmonton. 

Tougher than any of his predecessors thought it would be. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What the Canadiens, Oilers should hope to see after their 
coaching changes 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

February 11, 2022, 2:40 PM 

 

As I set out to write this in mid-February 2022, the first idea was the 
concept of the “new coach bounce,” why it happens, and what players 
could expect when they’re on a team that changes horses mid-fight. The 
focus would be on the Montreal Canadiens (and Edmonton Oilers). 

But then I realized that in mid-February 2021 -- in the ballpark of one 
clean year ago -- I wrote this article titled “What usually happens when a 
team changes its coach mid-season.” I knew the idea sounded familiar. 
The focus was on … the Montreal Canadiens, who had just fired Claude 
Julien, and had to change horses mid-fight. 

Boy it’s been some kinda year since then, hasn’t it? 

At the time of that 2021 writing, here was the state of affairs for that Habs 
team. I wrote: 

The Canadiens are currently top-five in shot attempts percentage (Corsi) 
in the NHL and are third in the NHL in straight up shots percentage. At 5-
on-5 they’ve posted some of the best stats in hockey (though we’ll 
consider divisional weakness here for context): 

Overall, of every shot taken in their games, Montreal gets some 54 per 
cent of them. They’re also on the positive side of the ledger in expected 
goals percentage (all strengths), if you’re into such measurements. 

I went on to add: 
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There are cases on both sides of “should they or shouldn’t they have 
done it?” You can say the team struggled to adapt and their special 
teams never got better. You can argue that second part is a big deal and 
somewhat within the coach’s control, but you can also use it to make a 
pretty good LOFT argument, too. You can say goaltending undid Julien, 
or that the goaltending wasn’t supported by the players Julien chose to 
play most. 

Whatever you choose to say, Julien is gone, the Habs have a winning 
percentage of .611 and sit in a playoff spot, and this season is far from 
over. 

“LOFT,” as referenced in that article, stands for “Lack of (bleeping) 
talent,” something I had been referring to about top-end game breakers. 

So a year ago the Habs were off to a torrid offensive start and a .611 
winning percentage and fired their coach. They went to the Cup Final 
later that year after hiring a guy who was already on the bench. That is 
decidedly NOT where things are at now with that team, where some of 
the problems they already had then (namely that lack of said top talent) 
was decimated by the loss of 1G Carey Price, 1D Shea Weber, and 1C 
Phillip Danault. The step backwards shattered belief and buy-in and the 
whole thing has made people describe tire fires as “looking like the 
Montreal Canadiens.” 

Quick overview: At the time of Dominique Ducharme's firing, they’re last 
in the NHL in goals for per game, scoring 2.2 per, just behind the 
Coyotes. They’re last in goals against per game by miles (4 per, 
Columbus is 31st at 3.67 per). That makes a 32nd place goal differential 
of minus-82, 11 worse than the Coyotes. Finally, they’ve got a winning 
percentage that’s last at .250, behind their 31st place rival Coyotes (.298 
winning percentage). 

There’s no doubt LOFT is a massive issue on the Canadiens now, 
though it shouldn’t change the fact that expectations should be higher 
than “being the worst team in a league that has the Arizona Coyotes who 
are actively trying to lose.” This move was unquestionably justified. 

So most teams fire a coach and look for the aforementioned “new coach 
bounce,” but what can the Habs expect from making a coaching change 
in a season that’s already lost, where winning games has long stopped 
being their goal? 

Of course, another coach of a Canadian team was fired since Ducharme, 
so let’s look at what the Edmonton Oilers are hoping to accomplish with a 
coach firing of their own. They’d kill for the type of results that Montreal 
got last season when they weren’t terrible but made a change anyway. 

The difference for this year’s Oilers and last year’s Habs firings, though, 
is that the Oilers are built the opposite way. They have that coveted top-
end talent, but they lack depth. The don’t have an all-world goalie that 
you can see getting wildly hot at the right moment. Their special teams 
(well, their power play anyway) is all-world, second-best in the league by 
the numbers and best over the past couple seasons. Those things make 
them unique, and should give them hope. So should the fact that they’re 
a top-10 team in the league by shot attempts, as Montreal was at the 
time of Julien’s firing. 

(There’s also one other tiny little overlap, if we’re being honest: both 
firings feel more like a GM fighting for his job than identifying a core issue 
with their teams.) 

So let’s get into what the Habs and Oilers should be looking to get from 
their respective coaching changes, as they’re at vastly different places in 
their quests to be Stanley Cup competitive. 

MONTREAL 

One of the first quotes I read from Kent Hughes in his days after taking 
over as GM was about how the players need to be able to have fun, 
somehow, even amidst all the flailing. This was from an article by Arpon 
Basu: 

“It’s trying to create an environment where the unwritten rule in hockey -- 
you lose a game, nobody smiles and everybody puts their head down, 

and even if you happen to be in a particularly good mood, you gave your 
best effort, you’re not allowed to smile? -- that type of environment here, 
for the rest of the season, is going to be psychologically damaging for 
players. There has to be a direction from the top, from a leadership 
perspective. Hey, guys, we expect you to work, we expect you to show 
up every day, we expect you to do the right things, but we also think it’s 
OK to have some fun.” 

Yesterday after their loss, Marty St. Louis joked, but the joke had a 
similar underlying message. (His line was about how the guys need to 
have fun, and likely used to have fun when they were peewees, which 
makes him the most qualified coach right now. Very clever joke from a 
guy who comes from coaching his son’s peewee team.) 

So what it comes down to for the Habs is this: They aren’t gonna win 
and, at this point, the outcome of games can’t be the priority. The reality 
is they’re better off finishing exactly where they are at the end of the 
season in hopes of grabbing Shane Wright, or whoever they prefer at No. 
1 overall. 

Because of that reality, the fresh start with the new coach doesn’t have to 
be how these things usually go: with an immediate desperation to 
improve, and everyone climbing all over one another for the top 
opportunities and coach's favour. St. Louis can slow-play his hand, and 
get his feet wet while players get to know him. 

If you’re looking to see Montreal go in the right direction this season, 
you’d look for: the development of the young players, who should get 
opportunity and support. You’d like to see failures met with opportunity to 
do better, not punishment. You can’t replace experience, even if the 
experiences aren’t all successes. 

You’d like to see no more complete eggs. You’re going to have nights 
where you’re off, and/or unlucky, and even more of those when you’re 
under-talented. But you don’t want to see the team roll over and just take 
their lashings, losing by a touchdown with no pushback. Martin St. Louis 
won’t accept players going through the motions. 

Finally, you’d like to see their on-ice structure start to make some sense. 
Under-talented teams can keep games close by knowing their respective 
roles and staying tight, and the Habs have looked lost to me. (My 
suggestion would be to look at Carolina, who keeps it simple with a 
straight-up man-on-man defence in their own zone. Montreal doesn’t 
have the same quality D-men to have their success, but Carolina has the 
best goals-against-per-game in the NHL. As mentioned Montreal has the 
worst. If they can start with something simple so everyone is at least on 
the same page without blown coverages, I gotta believe they’d improve 
from dead last.) 

Now, let’s talk… 

EDMONTON 

The Oilers need wins, and like, today. They’re currently fifth in the Pacific 
by points and points percentage, though they do have some games in 
hand on the Ducks and Kings immediately ahead of them. What they’re 
looking for is something like Bruce Boudreau gave the Canucks, even a 
sliver of it. 

What Jay Woodcroft is going to get from his players was stuff I 
mentioned in my article on that Habs team a year ago: tryouts-level 
effort. Every single player has a fresh chance to prove what they can do 
to the coach, and for guys who’ve been pencilled into doghouse-lite style 
roles, it can be invigorating. You know how valuable having invigorated 
depth can be (in a soft division)? The answer is “very extremely.” What’s 
also invigorating: every individual will have a meeting with Woodcroft at 
some point, where they make their case for deserving more. That puts 
further pressure on guys to prove their worth. 

For a while, you get everyone on their best positional behaviour, showing 
the coach they can be trusted. Part of that comes with small tactical 
switches a new coach will make -- that generally means everyone is 
mentally engaged on the ice, which can drift during most mid-seasons. 
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All these things should spark five per cent better versions of the Oilers for 
a while. This should be all they need to pick up a few more wins, which 
can make all the difference. 

They’re so much easier to judge than Montreal, because they should flat-
out win more. If an inspired Oilers team does win a bit, and they make a 
move or two at the deadline (like say, for a goalie), it’s not hard to see 
them as a two/three seed in the Pacific, and a legitimate threat to make 
the Pacific interesting in the first couple rounds. There’s hope there. 
Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl make it so if everyone else holds up 
their end of the bargain (goalie included), they can win any game they’re 
in. 

Obviously the goals of the two firings are greatly different, but both seem 
to have merit for where they’re at in their successful hunts to become 
Cup contenders. And if it doesn’t happen as drawn up, well, we’ve seen 
what happens to the coaches of Canadian teams. The pressure is on, 
and if improvement isn’t evident, it’s not impossible I’m writing this same 
story in February of 2023. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames defence uses big hits, big goals to secure win in 
'playoff-type game' 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

February 11, 2022, 1:59 AM 

 

CALGARY -- It was the type of hit an NHL playoff series can be built 
around. 

At the tail end of a tight opening period, Nikita Zadorov spotted Ondrej 
Kase trying to leave his zone with his head down, setting up the type of 
blast the Flames’ six-foot-six defenceman lives for. 

The Maple Leafs, predictably, saw it as questionable, as Kase left the 
game. 

The Flames saw it as the turning point. 

Remaining Time -0:32 

Kase loses helmet after big hit from Zadorov 

For the Flames blue line it was only the start, as the rest of Zadorov’s 
back end brethren would soon find ways to join him centre stage against 
a relentless Leafs squad. 

One night after the Flames’ defencemen racked up six points in a romp 
over Vegas, the lads repeated the feat, adding six more in a 5-2 win. 

Two of the three goals scored by Flames defenders came in a three-
minute span in which the hosts broke a 1-1 game wide open midway 
through the evening -- the first time this season the sextet combined for a 
hattie. 

Sure, Jacob Markstrom followed up his eighth shutout with a 46-save 
effort that tied a (surprising) franchise record for the most saves in a 
home game. 

His 18 saves in a scoreless first period prevented the visitors from 
stealing this one early. 

But the spotlight on this night belonged to the lads protecting him. 

“All six of us played well tonight, even if you’re not on the scoresheet,” 
said Rasmus Andersson, whose two-point night included a late goal and 

a pass to Noah Hanifin that kickstarted a four-goal outburst for the 
Flames. 

“If you look at it, we’ve got three defencemen scoring tonight, Z (Zadorov) 
lays out a really good hit that gets the crowd going, Guddy (Erik 
Gudbranson) and Tanny (Chris Tanev) are good on the PK every night.” 

On this night the latter two anchored a penalty kill unit that blanked the 
league’s top power play on all three chances. 

Not easy, with Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and William Nylander 
buzzing around. 

Tanev was at his shot-blocking best while adding a breakout pass to 
Johnny Gaudreau that led to an Elias Lindholm strike late in the second 
period. 

In the three minutes prior to that, Hanifin and Oliver Kylington scored 32 
seconds apart to lift a raucous crowd to its feet as part of an intense 
matchup that felt an awful lot like a playoff tilt. 

“We felt it for sure,” said Hanifin of an atmosphere jacked up by a large 
number of Leafs fans. 

“You could tell there was a lot of jam in the building, especially after Z’s 
hit there it got pretty rowdy. It was a competitive game. It was a playoff-
type of game, two good teams and that’s how we have to play. You want 
to be a team that can break teams down and use your building.” 

That’s five wins in a row at home now for a team that has outscored 
opponents 24-4 over that span. 

It’s a nice spot to be for a team with five more consecutive Dome dates 
on the docket. 

“Now we’re starting to find that rhythm and get comfortable,” said Hanifin, 
who assisted on Kylington’s point blast. 

“With all these home games we really have to take advantage. If we’re 
going to be a winning team we have to win in different ways. We can’t 
just rely on those top guys. Obviously they’re incredible for us but 
everyone has to contribute depending on the type of game it is.” 

CHOOSE PLAN 

With the score out of hand in the third this one got physical, as the 
frustrated visitors crashed the net repeatedly, prompting Gudbranson and 
Zadorov to step in to demonstrate their worth in other ways. 

This Flames club is not a fun team to play against. 

Especially if the defencemen start taking the coach’s wishes for 
secondary scoring this seriously. 

“We were trying to get them to shoot more tonight,” said Darryl Sutter of 
a blue line that didn’t score a game-winner until the new year. 

“Over the course of the year your defencemen have to score to be 
successful in this league approximately 35 goals as a group, and we 
were under that. After tonight we might be close to it.” 

Indeed, the lads are now at 20, adding their fourth game-winner in the 
last three weeks. 

“It says a lot,” said Andersson of the team’s lopsided wins over 
measuring stick squads like Vegas and Toronto. 

“We have good character in the room and were ready to play coming off 
the break. 

"It feels really good to win back-to-back games especially at home and 
get the crowd going. Honestly, it felt like before this we didn’t really have 
any home games. We’ve got to build up the swagger and I think this was 
a good start.” 
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TSN.CA / Kase doing well after ‘violent’ hit; expects to play Saturday 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a practice at the Doug Mitchell Thunderbird Sports Centre in 
Vancouver on Friday ahead of Saturday night’s game against 

the Canucks. 

Ondrej Kase was back on the ice only hours after absorbing a big hit 
from Flames defenceman Nikita Zadorov in the first period of Thursday 
night's game in Calgary.  

  "I'm doing great, actually," the right winger said. "Good practice today. 
So, yeah, it's good ... It was a tough play for me. I got a pass there and I 
saw him coming, but there wasn't room for me to move." 

  Kase was held out for the rest of the game as a precaution.  

  "I was shaking for a little bit so I went to the room to see what was going 
on," the 26-year-old explained. "You know my history, everybody knows 
my history, so we just called it. It's game over and we see what's coming 
today and today was a good day." 

  Kase has a history of concussions and was limited to just three games 
last season when he played for the Boston Bruins.   

  There was, understandably, a lot of concern about Kase in the 
aftermath of the game. Leafs captain John Tavares and coach Sheldon 
Keefe made it clear they didn't like the play.  

"It is a violent hit," the coach said. "The puck is gone. Any time you see a 
guy get hit in the head with the helmet flying and all of that kind of stuff, 
my opinion is that it should be automatic." 

But Zadorov wasn't penalized for the hit.  

  "I thought his hands came up high," said Tavares. "I didn't see any 
replay of it, but I thought his hands finished up high and caught him 
there. You don't want to see anyone get hit in the head. That's what we're 
trying to eliminate." 

  The 6-foot Kase acknowledged that the size difference was a big issue 
on the play. Zadorov is 6-foot-6.   

  "If I was big like Pierre [Engvall] or somebody, it would hit my chest," 
Kase said. "I don't know if it was, like, a dirty hit or not. He hit my head. I 
know he's that player [who] likes to hit the guy hard so it was a little bit 
my fault. I need to know he's on the ice." 

Tavares, Keefe didn't like 'violent hit' by Zadorov 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe and captain John Tavares didn't like the hit 
that 6-foot-6 Flames defenceman Nikita Zadorov made on Ondrej Kase 
in the first period of Thursday's game. "It is a violent hit," said Keefe. 
"The puck is gone." Kase, who has a history of concussions, didn't return 
to the game. "You don't want to see anyone get hit in the head," said 
Tavares. "That's what we're trying to eliminate." 

  While there was debate over the hit, there was no debate about the 
response. Morgan Rielly immediately confronted Zadorov.  

  "I was really surprised," said Kase, "especially him. He's not fire. He's 
not that type of player. I spoke with him after the game and he was really 
nice to me … He's an unbelievable guy." 

  Rielly admits he's not sure if the hit was dirty, but that wasn't the point.  

  "It's just what you're supposed to do as a teammate," the defenceman 
said. "That's all." 

  Even though Rielly received the extra penalty after the dust settled, it 
was an encouraging sign for a Leafs squad that was playing without 
Wayne Simmonds.  

  "Morgan's a leader on the team," Keefe said. "That's not his job 
necessarily or what he does, but in that moment that's what it called for 
and he was there. Showing up is the biggest part of it for your 
teammates." 

  The Flames outhit the Leafs 18-7, but Keefe was pleased with how his 
group handled the physicality.   

  "One of the things I really took away from the game and liked [was] 
guys sticking together, whether it's that [from Rielly] or stuff in and around 
the net," Keefe said. "These are sidebars in the actual game itself, but it's 
still part of what goes on and I liked how our guys responded in those 
moments."  

Kase doing well after hit; surprised Rielly confronted Zadorov 

In a scary moment in Thursday's loss to the Flames, Maple Leafs forward 
Ondrej Kase was leveled by a heavy, open-ice hit from 6-foot-6 
defenseman Nikita Zadorov. Of all people, it was Morgan Rielly who 
came to the defence of his thankful teammate, who luckily, did not suffer 
any serious injury. 

Petr Mrazek will look to extend his personal win streak to five games 
when he starts on Saturday in Vancouver. After an injury-plagued first 
half of the season, Mrazek finally seems to be in a groove.   

Campbell allowed five goals on 26 shots in Thursday's loss.  

  "Jack was in a tough spot," Keefe said. "We were giving up nothing until 
their first goal. That one hits Justin Holl's stick and we have another that 
hits Jake Muzzin. The backdoor [goal] off a faceoff, there's not a whole 
lot you're going to do there. Another one's post and in. These are really 
good looks coming at a time when he hadn't been tested much at all ... I 
don't put much of that onto Jack at all." 

  "They got a couple lucky bounces," Campbell said, "and then a couple, 
me versus the shooter, I'd like to have those." 

  It was Campbell's first start since his first career All-Star Game 
appearance.   

  "I felt good," the 30-year-old said. "Just a couple tough bounces and a 
couple errors I made. I'll fix those and be ready to go next time."   

  Campbell's save percentage is .864 over his last eight games dating 
back to early January. And it was notable that Keefe didn't commit to 
starting Campbell on Monday when Toronto wraps up this road swing in 
Seattle.  

  "I really wanted to get both goalies in on this trip," Keefe said. "The best 
way to do it is to split them for the first two games and then make a 
decision for Monday from there."  

  Mrazek has not started consecutive games for the Leafs so far this 
season.  

Jack Campbell made his first start since February 1 in a loss to the 
Flames Thursday night where he allowed five goals on 26 shots. Maple 
Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said Petr Mrazek will start Saturday 
against the Canucks and believes Campbell was 'in a tough spot' with not 
much action going on in front of him for a large portion of Thursday's 
defeat. 

  The Leafs were assessed a too-many-men penalty on Thursday night. It 
was the team's seventh bench minor of the season, which is tied for 
second most in the NHL.  
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  "It has to be cleaned up," Keefe said. "There's no question about that. 
But I do see it as a bit of an anomaly. The way those things play out is 
they happen so fast and there's different circumstances." 

  On Thursday, for example, Auston Matthews jumped on the ice before 
Jason Spezza got off. But it's not as simple as that.  

  "Auston's guy that he's changing for is coming off the ice and Auston 
sees that and turns and begins to hop over the boards," Keefe said. "He's 
looking at the puck to try and find the puck so when he gets on the ice he 
knows where to go and in that time the guy that he's changing for 
changed his mind and turned around and went back into the play. Those 
are the things that tend to happen." 

  Simmonds is expected to join the team on Friday night. The gritty 
winger has been spending time with his family after his wife gave birth to 
the couple's second child earlier this week.  

  If Simmonds and Kase are in the lineup on Saturday, which is expected, 
the Leafs will go back to the traditional 12-forward and six-defenceman 
alignment.  

  The Leafs signed Joseph Woll to a three-year extension on Friday. With 
Mrazek sidelined earlier this season, the 23-year-old St. Louis native got 
his first taste of NHL action. Woll won three of four starts with a .911 save 
percentage.  

  "He impressed in his time here and showed he has a future as an NHL 
goaltender," said Keefe. "He gave us a taste of what he's capable of and 
that gives us further reason to invest in his development." 

  Woll is 5-2-0 with a .911 save percentage with the Toronto Marlies in 
the American Hockey League this season. 

'Oh, nice!' Media surprises Marner with Woll contract news 

The Maple Leafs announced a three-year extension for goaltender 
Joseph Woll on Friday and Mitch Marner got the news first from the 
media. Marner, Sheldon Keefe and Morgan Rielly spoke about the well-
deserved deal for 'a hard-working kid' with a great attitude. 
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USA TODAY / Planes, practice, point: Jake Sanderson had whirlwind 48 
hours traveling for Beijing Olympics 

 

CHRIS BUMBACA   | USA TODAY 

 

BEIJING — Brendan Brisson hasn't caught U.S. men's hockey teammate 
Jake Sanderson napping – yet. But Brisson did notice his Olympic 
roommate went to bed early Friday night.  

Sanderson hasn't slept much over the last couple of days. Traveling 
across the world will alter anyone's sleeping pattern.  

The University of North Dakota defender and fifth overall pick in the 2020 
draft by the Ottawa Senators couldn't fly with his teammates to Beijing 
because he was in COVID-19 protocols and missed the team's first game 
here, an 8-0 victory over China. 

Like everyone else, Sanderson arrived in Los Angeles for team 
processing ahead of their travels to Beijing at the end of January. Then 
tested positive. His tests came back that way for four days despite 
Sanderson showing no symptoms. He was stranded stateside as Team 
USA flew across the Pacific.  

“I was very disappointed and upset with all of it,” Sanderson said Friday, 
via the Associated Press. “Just a lot of waiting and a lot of hoping I would 
get here. ... It was a roller coaster and up and down emotions, but at the 
end I’m here, and that’s all that matters.” 

As the Americans put their finishing touches on their rout of China, 
Sanderson was completing the final leg of his own trip. The Whitefish, 
Montana native tested negative for five consecutive days and cleared 
protocols upon arrival in Beijing, so Sanderson was able to practice 
Friday afternoon.  

On Saturday against Canada, Sanderson played 16:59 and recorded an 
assist on Brian Meyers' first-period goal that put the U.S. up 2-1 in an 
eventual 4-2 victory.  

"I knew he was a talent coming into this. Seeing him in (Los Angeles), it’s 
pretty obvious how talented and mature he looks out there," forward 
Kenny Agostino said after the victory. "But again, on the burn and 
traveling for 36 hours and jumping into an Olympic hockey game against 
Team Canada, and just how poised and smooth he looked, says a lot 
about him. Not only as a player, but of a person and the maturity and 
being able to handle that situation."  

At 6-foot-2, Sanderson is a much-needed body that can help the U.S. 
offset the physical approach teams will employ this tournament to 
counter the Americans' speedy attack.  

"Jake was really good, as we kind of anticipated," said U.S. head coach 
David Quinn. "It’s good to have him in the lineup."  
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