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The Hurricanes had a losing road trip after loss to Minnesota Wild. So, now what? 

By Chip Alexander 

In the last game of a road trip, in their fourth game in six 
days, the Carolina Hurricanes battled to the final second 
Saturday. 

But a hectic scramble in front of the Minnesota Wild net 
came to an end with the horn sounding, the Wild winning 3-2 
and the Canes slowly skating off the ice at Excel Energy 
Center. 

The Canes came away from from the trip 1-2-1, losing three 
of four after the NHL All-Star break. Yes, they battered the 
Boston Bruins 6-0 and they earned a point in an overtime 
loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs to start the trip, but nothing 
stings like a regulation loss and the Hurricanes had two. 

Ottawa took a 4-0 lead and held on to win 4-3. Minnesota 
took a 3-0 lead Saturday before the Canes’ Andrei 
Svechnikov scored twice in the third period to tighten things 
up. 

How to assess the trip, made up of four games postponed 
earlier in the season because of COVID-19 issues? 

“If we would win this game it would be great,” Svechnikov 
said after the game. 

But they could not beat the Wild (29-11-3), who are 10-1-1 in 
their past 12 games. Instead, the Canes returned to Raleigh 
with a 32-11-3 record, albeit still in first place in the 
Metropolitan Division, one point ahead of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

“The easy thing to say is, ‘We lost three of four (games) and 
that’s bad,’ but that’s not how I’m looking at it,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “Game one (Toronto) we should have 
won, I think. We had a bad game and game two (Ottawa) 
wasn’t great, but I liked the way our guys dug in and fought 
back, and obviously played really well in game three and this 
game was maybe even better than that. 

“Obviously, the outcome is not acceptable but there’s a lot of 
good that went on here.” 

The last game of the road trip was the most entertaining of 
the four. 

A pair of Russians who might have been in Beijing for the 
Olympics had the NHL allowed its players to complete 
showed off their skills — Svechnikov and Kirill Kaprizov of 
the Wild. 

Svechnikov, the Canes’ best forward this night, twice beat 
All-Star goalie Cam Talbot in the third and has 20 goals for 
the season. His second score, on a Carolina play play, came 
on a heavy one-timer that left Talbot feeling helpless and 
pulled the Canes within 3-2 with more than 13 minutes left in 
regulation. 

“He was all over it tonight,” Brind’Amour said of Svechnikov, 
who had seven of the Canes’ 39 shots. 

Svechnikov has eight goals and 10 assists in his last 12 
games. It would be easy to say it might be the best stretch of 
hockey in his four-year NHL career, and he has had some 
very good stretches. 

“He’s a dominant player,” said Canes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo, who assisted on both goals. “He’s got a dominant 
frame to him, he’s a great skater, he’s a great kid and when 
he’s playing like that it just makes our team that much better 
and that much deeper throughout the four lines.” 

Kaprizov was special, again. Put the puck on his stick and 
the Wild forward is dynamic, dangerous. And slippery. 

Kaprizov, at 24 and three years older than Svechnikov, 
looked the part of the player who was last year’s Calder 
Trophy winner as the NHL’s best rookie. His goal in the 
second period pushed Minnesota ahead 2-0 — his 20th of 
the season — and he had other chances. 

“He’s a great player. A star for sure,” Svechnikov said. 

Kaprizov’s goal came after a Canes turnover in the Carolina 
zone. Andersen couldn’t stop him but made several high-
quality stops -- Minnesota had a 29-18 edge in scoring 
chances according to NaturalStatTrick.com -- over the 60 
minutes to allow the Canes a chance to make things testy for 
the Wild. 

The Hurricanes were 4-1-1 on their longest road trip of the 
season, in November. They were 3-1-0 on a four-game 
swing in December and are 16-7-2 on the road overall. No 
team in the league has more road wins. 

But regulation losses are the worst, home or away. That 
hasn’t changed. A team can put in the work and play hard 
and well, as the Canes did for most of Saturday’s game, and 
come away empty handed. 

“That’s exactly right,” Brind’Amour said. “At the end of the 
day you’ve got to win the games, you’ve got to find a way. 
We played a pretty good game and created enough to win. 
Those are tough.”

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • February 13, 2022 

 

 

 

Svechnikov’s dominant performance not enough for Hurricanes in loss at Minnesota 

The 21-year-old winger scored both of Carolina's goals in a 
3-2 loss, reaching the 20-goal mark for the third time in his 
career 

By Cory Lavalette 

Most would call just one win in four games a disappointing 
road trip. 

But as Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour is fond of saying, 
it’s about the process. So despite a 3-2 loss in a thrilling 
game in Minnesota to finish the road trip 1-2-1, the coach 
found a silver lining. 

“The easy thing to do is say we lost three or four and that’s 
bad,” Brind’Amour said, “but that’s not how I’m looking at it. 
… Obviously the outcome is not acceptable, but there’s a lot 
of good that went on here.” 

The good came mostly in the game’s final 15 minutes. 

The Wild had staked themselves to a 3-0 lead by the 2:34 
mark of the third, following up Kevin Fiala’s goal just past the 
game’s midway point in the second period with two goals in 
78 seconds early in the final frame. 

That’s when Andrei Svechnikov, as he’s done many nights 
since the calendar flipped to 2022, took over. 

Svechnikov gave Carolina life with a quick wrist shot from the 
middle of the ice at the top of the circles that rattled in off the 
left post at 5:02. 

When Minnesota’s Mats Zuccarello was called for tripping 
Martin Necas 33 seconds later, Svechnikov went over the 
boards with the first power play unit and struck again. 

After Svechnikov won a battle to keep the puck in the 
Minnesota zone, the Hurricanes wheeled the puck around 
until it got to Teuvo Teravainen on the half boards. 
Teravainen zipped a 60-foot pass cross-ice to the far faceoff 
circle, and Svechnikov one-timed it short side past Cam 
Talbot (37 saves) for his 20th goal of the season at 6:23. 

“When he’s playing like that, it just makes our team that 
much better and that much deeper throughout the four lines,” 
Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who assisted on 
both goals, said of Svechnikov. 

Svechnikov also had the best chances to tie the game with 
Frederik Andersen (24 saves) on the bench for an extra 
attacker. The first chance, a missile from the slot, went wide. 
The second came off a rebound, with Svechnikov pushing 
the puck just past the post. 

“It’s always tough to not score those ones when it’s in the 
lane,” Svechnikov said. 

The loss sent the Hurricanes back to Raleigh with just three 
of eight points. They did, however, earn an admirer. 

“It is as good a team as we’ve seen,” Wild coach Dean 
Evanson said after the game. “They do everything well. Their 
depth is great, their sticks are great, they play fast, they 
compete, they’re heavy. It’s a real good hockey club.” 

Carolina will be off Sunday before practicing Monday and 
Tuesday ahead of a visit from the Florida Panthers — now 
the Eastern Conference’s top team after the Hurricanes’ loss 
— on Wednesday. 

Despite the lack of points on the trip, the Hurricanes don’t 
seem concerned. 

“We keep playing like that and just do it for 60 minutes, I’m 
not too worried,” DeAngelo said. 

Notes: DeAngelo reached 30 assists on the season, 
becoming just the 10th defenseman since the team’s 
relocation to Raleigh to reach the mark. He did it 39 games 
and, with 36 games left, is on pace for 58 assists. Joni 
Pitkanen’s 40 assists in 2009-10 are the most with the 
Hurricanes, and Hall of Famer Mark Howe’s 56 with the 
Whalers in 1979-80 is the franchise record by a defenseman. 
… Necas, Jesper Fast and Seth Jarvis all saw their goal 
droughts extended to nine games. … Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
exited the league’s COVID protocol and played 10:53.
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Recap: Svechnikov Strikes Twice But Canes Fall In Minnesota, 3-2 

#37 earned his 19th and 20th of season in the defeat 

By Walt Ruff 

ST. PAUL, MN. - Despite two third period goals from Andrei 
Svechnikov the Carolina Hurricanes comeback bid fell just 
short Saturday night, falling 3-2 to the Minnesota Wild.  

The Rundown: 

Concluding a four-game, six day road trip in the State of 
Hockey, the contest came almost two months to the day after 
it's originally scheduled date. The matchup was previously 
set to be played on December 14, but was postponed due to 
COVID-19 issues with the Hurricanes. 

The first period between the two should-be playoff teams 
flew by scoreless, with both All-Star netminders Frederik 
Andersen and Cam Talbot establishing an early feel for the 
game. Minnesota, like Boston on Thursday night, attempted 
to come out of the gate with a physical presence, forcing 
their visitors to be on their toes at all times. 

As Andersen continued to make save after save, the forward 
trio of Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and Seth Jarvis 
became more and more notable, generating a bevy of 
chances in front of him.  However, while the three combined 
for eight of the team's 24 shots in the opening 40 minutes of 
play, the only goal that was recorded belong to Minnesota. 

While a one-goal deficit was something the Canes were able 
to claw back from, things turned very bleak for the Canes in 
the first 2:34 of the third period when 1-0 quickly moved to 3-
0. Kirill Kaprizov and Frederick Gaudreau were able to follow 
Kevin Fiala in the goal-scoring department for the home 
Wild, giving them some strong control in the early stages of 
the final frame. 

As it turned out though, Carolina had plenty of fight, with a 
quick momentum swing coming courtesy of Svechnikov. 2:28 
after Minnesota's third goal, Svechnikov entered the zone 
himself and put a well placed shot above the blocker of 
Talbot to get his team on the board. 

Giving his team a bit of life, 81 seconds after his first goal, 
Svechnikov captalized again. This time taking a tremendous 
cross-ice pass from Teuvo Teravainen, it was the 20th goal 
of the season for the 21-year-old. 

With the game back within reach thanks to Svechnikov and 
Andersen, the Canes had a real shot to come all the way 
from behind and not the game at three. While they were able 
to get a few more strong looks on Talbot, including with the 
goaltender pulled, the comeback bid would fall just short, as 
the final horn sounded with the score still reflecting 
Minnesota ahead by one. 

They Said It: 

Tony DeAngelo sharing his thoughts following the team's 
fourth game in six days: 

"I don't care about four games in six days, we've got to play 
the same way every night. I think that's the way that this 
team is made. We can't make excuses about it being the 
fourth game of the week. We just have to play a full 60-
minute game and we'll be fine. We've shown when we do 
that, like we did two nights ago in Boston, we played really 
well. We have to do that more often. Everybody has a bad 
game here and there but tonight wasn't bad at all, there were 
just lapses and good teams score when you have lapses." 

Andrei Svechnikov  on playing with Jarvis and Trocheck, the 
team's strongest line all night: 

"We feel each other. Jarvy's got speed and Tro is a great 
player. I think we have great chemistry and we're going to 
keep going, we want to play better and better each game." 

Rod Brind'Amour assessing the trip as a whole: 

"Well the easy thing to do is say we lost three of four and 
that's bad, but that's not how I'm looking at it. Game one [vs. 
Toronto] we should have won. We had a bad game [against 
Ottawa], that wasn't great, but I liked the way our guys dug in 
and fought back. Obviously we played really well game three 
[vs. Boston] and tonight was maybe even better than that. 
Obviously the outcome is not acceptable but there's a lot of 
good that went on here." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes return to Raleigh post-game for the first time 
since Sunday. They are scheduled to be off tomorrow and 
then return to practice Monday. Their next scheduled game 
is Wednesday night at home against Florida. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Teravainen's primary assist on Svechnikov's tally 
was his fourth assist in the last two games. 

 Svechnikov now has six goals in his last six games. 
He also had a game-high seven shots on goal. 

 This was Svechnikov's third game this season with 
multiple goals. 

 Andersen finished with 24 stops on 27 shots. 

 The Canes moved to 32-11-3 with the defeat. 

 Tony DeAngelo had assists on both of Svechnikov's 
goals, earning him his 29th and 30th of the year. 
Only eight defensemen in the NHL have 30 assists 
this year.
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Wild hold off Hurricanes to extend home point streak to 12 games 

Fiala, Gaudreau each has goal, assist; Svechnikov scores 
twice for Carolina 

By Jessi Pierce 

ST. PAUL, Minn. -- Kevin Fiala had a goal and an assist, and 
the Minnesota Wild held off the Carolina Hurricanes for a 3-2 
win at Xcel Energy Center on Saturday. 

Frederick Gaudreau also had a goal and an assist, and Kirill 
Kaprizov scored his 20th goal of the season for Minnesota 
(29-11-3), which extended its home point streak to 12 games 
(11-0-1). 

"We knew it's gonna be an exciting game," Fiala said. 
"They're a good team, but so are we…[we expect] to win 
every night. Doesn't really matter who we play, and tonight 
was just a good challenge for us. We were just there. 

"If they're contenders, so are we. That's what we feel like." 

Cam Talbot made 37 saves, including 31 in the final two 
periods, for his fourth straight win. 

"Everything was quick, quick, quick," Wild coach Dean 
Evason said. "It was a fun game to be part of. Got a little 
intense or felt like it was kind of slipping away on us at the 
end, but we caught it and certainly, our goaltender caught it 
before all of us did, not only at the end but the start as well. 
[Talbot] was great, kept us in a spot where we could get the 
job done at the end." 

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice, Tony DeAngelo had two 
assists, and Frederik Andersen made 24 saves for Carolina 
(32-11-3), which has lost three of its past four. 

"The easy thing to do is say we lost three of four and that's 
bad, but that's not how I'm looking at it…Obviously, the 
outcomes are not acceptable but there's a lot of good that 
went on," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

"At the end of the day, you gotta win the games, got to find a 
way. When you play a pretty good game and create enough 
to win, those are tough." 

Fiala made it 1-0 at 10:14 of the second period, sending a 
wrist shot top-shelf from the left circle. The forward has 
scored 10 goals in his past 14 games. 

Kaprizov extended the lead to 2-0 at 1:16 of the third period. 
Mats Zuccarello picked up a loose puck just above the 
Hurricanes' blue line before passing to the forward who split 
the defense and scored on his own rebound. 

Gaudreau increased the lead to 3-0 at 2:34 with a snap shot 
from the left circle. The forward has three goals in his past 
five games after scoring two in his first 32. 

"There's nothing like putting a puck in the net. That's the best 
feeling since we were kids, so it's fun to do that," Gaudreau 
said. "But my belief is always the same, just to bring the little 
details and to make sure I don't cheat the game and play a 
solid game. Of course, when you're not rewarded, like you 
were at the beginning of the season, then it can be tough. 
But I just keep believing that if you do the good things, it's 
going to come your way and it's fun when it happens." 

Svechnikov cut Minnesota's lead to 3-1 at 5:02 before 
making it a one-goal game at 6:23 with a one-timer from the 
right circle on the power play. 

"[Minnesota is] a real physical team, good team…I thought 
we handed them a couple there to kind of push the game 
[from] 3-0 and we [almost] come back," DeAngelo said. "But, 
besides that, I thought we played a pretty good game, 37 
almost 40 shots there or whatever, so if we keep playing like 
that, we just gotta do it for 60 minutes. I'm not too worried." 

NOTES: Hurricanes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi had 10:53 of 
ice time after missing three games in NHL COVID-19 
protocol. … Wild defenseman Matt Dumba had one shot, 
three hits, and two blocked shots in 22:30 of ice time after 
missing two games with an upper-body injury. … Kaprizov is 
the first Wild player to begin his career with consecutive 20-
goal seasons. … Fiala has 18 points (10 goals, eight assists) 
In his past 14 games. … Zuccarello has 21 points (six goals, 
15 assists) in his past 14 games. … Andersen has lost twice 
in his past nine starts and is 14-2-1 since Dec. 1.
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Wild get goal, assist from Fiala, Gaudreau, beat Canes 3-2 

By Dave Campbell 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Kevin Fiala and Frederick 
Gaudreau each had a goal and an assist for the Minnesota 
Wild, who held on for a 3-2 victory over Carolina after 
consecutive goals by Hurricanes star Andrei Svechnikov 
tightend the game in the third period on Saturday night. 

Kirill Kaprizov also scored and Cam Talbot made 37 saves 
for the Wild, who are 10-1-1 in their last 12 games. Talbot 
has won four straight starts, with a total of five goals allowed.  

“It just continues to grow our confidence, to know that we can 
hang in there with one of the best teams in the league and 
come out on top,” Talbot said. “They were relentless all over 
the ice.” 

Svechnikov has 11 goals in his last 17 games. He scored 
1:21 apart, giving the Hurricanes more than two-thirds of the 
final frame to tie it, but Talbot was up to the task. 

“When you play a pretty good game and create enough to 
win, those are tough,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

The Hurricanes and Wild brought two of the top six records 
in the NHL into this game, and the pace of play was on par 
with their lofty perches in the standings. 

“If they’re contenders, so are we. That’s what we feel like,” 
said Fiala, who has 10 goals and eight assists in his last 14 
games. 

Frederik Andersen stopped 24 shots for the Hurricanes, who 
fell to 17-5-2 in their last 24 games. Andersen is 14-2-1 in his 
last 17 starts, with just 34 goals allowed in that stretch, but 
the Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes went 1-2-1 on 
this four-game road trip. 

“It’s a playoff type feel to the game. A real physical team, 
good team,” said defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who had two 
assists. “If we keep playing like that — we’ve just got to do it 
for 60 minutes — I’m not too worried.”  

The game was scoreless until the 10:14 mark of the second 
period. 

After Gaudreau maneuvered around Hurricanes defenseman 
Brady Skjei as they chased a loose puck along the boards, 
Gaudreau’s centering pass to Matt Blody was poked away by 
Brett Pesce. Fiala snagged it in the slot, drifted to his left and 
snapped a shot past Andersen’s right shoulder that scraped 
the underside of the crossbar. 

That was the first goal against the Hurricanes, who have 
given up the fewest goals per game in the league, in a span 
of 127 minutes and 20 seconds. 

Following the second intermission, the teams let loose. 
Kaprizov knocked in his own rebound for his 20th goal of the 
season to give the Wild a 2-0 lead at 1:16 of the third period. 
Gaudreau followed him just 78 seconds later, set up by a 
slick drop pass from a pivoting Fiala, and the fans fired up 
the “Sieve! Sieve! Sieve!” chant to taunt Andersen. 

Then Svechnikov, the second overall pick in 2018 who is still 
just 21, single-handedly brought the Hurricanes back by 
finally solving the All-Star Talbot with a rocket from deep in 
the slot. Svechnikov tacked on another one, his 20th goal of 
the season, with a one-timer on the power play at the 6:23 
mark. 

The Hurricanes, who were coming off a 6-0 win at Boston on 
Thursday, allowed only one third-period goal over their 
previous three games and have the NHL’s best goal 
differential in the final 20 minutes of regulation. 

“It is as good a team as we’ve seen. They do everything well. 
Their depth is great. Their sticks are great. They play fast. 
They compete. They’re heavy. It’s a real good hockey club,” 
Wild coach Dean Evason said. 

The game was postponed from Dec. 14, when six Hurricanes 
players were placed in the COVID-19 protocols in a 24-hour 
period. As that wave of cases washed over the league, the 
NHL backed out of the Beijing Olympics and used the space 
on the schedule this month to make up the 98 games that 
were called off between mid-November and mid-January. 

HURRICANE HOMECOMING 

Carolina right wing Derek Stepan (Hastings) and Skjei 
(Lakeville) are both natives of the Twin Cities area who had 
plenty of family and friends in attendance. This was their first 
game at Minnesota as a member of the Hurricanes, whose 
last visit to Xcel Energy Center was on Nov. 16, 2019.  

GAME NOTES 

Minnesota played without Marcus Foligno, who served the 
first game of a two-game suspension for kneeing Winnipeg’s 
Adam Lowry against the Jets on Tuesday. Brandon Duhaime 
replaced Foligno on the second line. ... Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
cleared COVID-19 protocols and returned to Carolina’s 
lineup after missing the last three games. 

UP NEXT 

The Hurricanes host the Florida Panthers on Wednesday 
night, their first home game in 17 days. 

The Wild host the Detroit Red Wings on Monday night.
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Recap: Hurricanes can’t dig out of three-goal hole in loss to Wild 

Two of the NHL’s best skating teams put on a clinic Saturday 
night in St. Paul, with the Wild coming out on top. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

There was a time not long ago when a 3-2 game between 
the Carolina Hurricanes and Minnesota Wild would have 
been a guaranteed cure for insomnia. Alas - and thank 
goodness - times have most certainly changed. 

The Hurricanes spotted the Wild a three-goal lead then 
nearly came all the way back, falling 3-2 to Minnesota to 
wrap up a 1-2-1 road trip. The matchup between two of the 
NHL’s top teams, and certainly two of the most entertaining, 
was a showcase for what the NHL can be, and if this ends up 
being a Stanley Cup preview then few would be forgiven for 
looking very much forward to it. 

An entertaining first period saw the two teams skate up and 
down the ice at breakneck speed and with very few 
stoppages, the 20 minutes of action only taking 34 minutes 
of actual time with six of those spoken for by media timeouts. 
The Hurricanes came out strong but increasingly relied on 
Frederik Andersen as the period went by, with the Dane 
coming to the rescue to bail his teammates out on a weird 
bounce that fell directly to the dangerous Kirill Kaprizov at 
point-blank range. 

Carolina still struggled with the Wild’s speed after the first 
intermission, but they certainly had their chances. The 
snakebitten Seth Jarvis somehow fanned on an open net 
trying to clean up a rebound of a Vincent Trocheck shot in 
the first minute, and Matt Dumba swiped a Trocheck chance 
off the line behind Cam Talbot to preserve the scoreless 
draw early in the second. 

The Wild line of Kevin Fiala, Frederick Gaudreau and Matt 
Boldy gave the Hurricanes fits all night, and it was Fiala that 
opened the scoring midway through the second with a laser 

shot that left Andersen no chance. The red-hot winger’s 14th 
of the season was his tenth in his last 14 games and gave 
the Wild a 1-0 lead into the second intermission. 

It certainly felt at that point like the game was going to be a 
low-scoring case study in how goals don’t necessarily tell the 
story of a good game, but then the Wild blew the doors off in 
the opening two and a half minutes of the third. Kaprizov 
turned on the jets to split the Hurricanes’ defense after a 
giveaway by Jaccob Slavin at the Hurricanes’ blue line, then 
just over a minute later Gaudreau made it a three-goal lead 
by finishing off a play started by a picked-off pass at the Wild 
blue line. 

Andersen continued his strong play, giving his teammates a 
chance to make something happen, and Andrei Svechnikov 
answered the bell. 

Svechnikov’s first was a rocket shot over Talbot’s blocker to 
break the shutout, ending the goalie’s shutout streak at 
nearly 148 minutes per The Athletic’s Michael Russo. Then, 
a minute and a half later, with the Hurricanes on a power 
play Teuvo Teravainen made a pinpoint pass nearly the 
width of the ice that Svechnikov one-timed home to pull the 
Hurricanes to within one. 

The speed of the Wild, though, was still forcing the 
Hurricanes to play back on their heels, and Andersen stood 
strong, robbing Kaprizov on a bid for his second while 
Jaccob Slavin (!) was busy hooking the Russian star, then 
stoning Fiala on another splitting of the Carolina defense. 

Rod Brind’Amour pulled Andersen with just over two minutes 
left, and despite the Hurricanes forcing three separate icings, 
the Hurricanes couldn’t beat Talbot. Svechnikov had the best 
chance, trying to redirect a puck into the net but directing it a 
foot or so to Talbot’s left, and the Hurricanes couldn’t pull off 
the miracle comeback, consigning them their third loss in 
four games despite outshooting Minnesota 39-27.
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They Said It: Tony DeAngelo, Andrei Svechnikov and Rod Brind’Amour on Saturday’s loss 

The Hurricanes did a lot right on Saturday yet came up 
empty-handed. Here’s what they thought of their 
performance. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

There are games you lose when you lay an egg for 60 
minutes and then there are some where the effort is there 
and the bounces just go the wrong way. To a man, the 
Carolina Hurricanes believe that their 3-2 loss Saturday night 
to the Minnesota Wild falls in the latter category. 

Here’s what Tony DeAngelo, Andrei Svechnikov and Rod 
Brind’Amour had to say about the Canes’ performance in the 
finale of a four-game road trip. 

Tony DeAngelo: 

On a game like this preparing for what’s to come: 

It’s a playoff type feel to the game, real physical team, good 
team, they’ve had good success this year against top teams. 
I thought we handed them a couple there to push the game 
to 3-0, but besides that I thought we played a pretty good 
game. Almost 40 shots, so we keep playing like that and do it 
for 60 minutes I’m not too worried. 

On the road trip overall: 

I don’t care about four game road trips or what have you, 
we’ve got to play the same way every night. I think that’s the 
way this team is made to do that. We can’t make excuses 
about it being the fourth game in a week and all that kind of 
stuff. We just have to play a full 60 minute game and we’ll be 
fine. We showed it two nights ago in Boston, a 60 minute 
game and we played really well. We’ve got to do that more 
often. Everyone has a bad game here and there, but this 
game tonight wasn’t bad at all. It was really good. 
Sometimes you just have lapses, and good teams score 
when you have lapses. 

On the results from the road trip: 

Point percentage wise, it wasn’t great, we didn’t get what we 
wanted out of it, but we had a lot of good stretches in these 
four games, and a couple times we had lapses. Good teams 
- Toronto’s a good team, Minnesota’s a good team, Boston’s 
a good team - they score when you have lapses. As long as 
you do 60 minutes, we’re going to be fine. 

On Svechnikov’s recent play: 

He’s a dominant player. He’s got a dominant frame to him, 
he’s a great skater, a strong kid, and when he’s playing like 
that it makes our team that much better and that much 
deeper throughout the four lines. He’s been great, and he’s 
starting to get rewarded for it. 

Andrei Svechnikov: 

On the missed chances at the end: 

It was kind of in the lane. I don’t know what happened there. 
on the last one, it kind of slid down and from their team 
someone got the puck. I don’t know, it’s tough. It’s always 
tough to not score those ones when it’s in the lane. 

On Kaprizov:  

Never played with him [on a Russian team], but where I’m 
from, he’s a couple hours from there. It’s nice to play against 
him. He’s a great player, a great skater, and a star for sure. 

On the road trip: 

If we had won this game it would have been great, five 
points, but we got three points from this trip. Obviously it’s 
not what we want, but we’ve just got to keep going, and 
hopefully the next road trip will be good for us. 

On playing with Trocheck and Jarvis:  

We feel each other. Jarvy’s got the speed there, he tried to 
use his speed, and Trochy, he’s a great player. I think we’ve 
got the chemistry between us, and we’re just going to keep 
going for sure. We’re playing better and better every game. 

Rod Brind’Amour: 

His thoughts on the performance:  

It’s tough. I didn’t like a couple of the goals we gave up, the 
way we did it, we kind of forced some plays and you don’t 
have to do that. Those will end up in your net. Overall we 
certainly had enough chances. I counted three or four where 
you thought it was in and somehow it didn’t get in. We played 
hard. You just can’t give those “freebies” where you just 
hand the team a turnover and it ends up in the net. That’s a 
tough one. 

On the four games in six days:  

The easy thing to do is to say we lost three of four, and that’s 
bad. That’s not how I’m looking at it. Certainly, game one we 
should have won, game two wasn’t great, but I liked the way 
our guys dug in and fought back. Obviously we played well in 
game three, and this game was maybe even better than that. 
Obviously the outcome is not acceptable, but there’s a lot of 
good that went on here. 

On getting nothing out of a good effort:  

That’s exactly right. At the end of the day you’ve got to win 
the games, you’ve got to find a way. But when you play a 
pretty good game, and certainly created enough to win it, 
those are tough. 

On Svechnikov’s performance:  

He’s been really good a lot of games, but yeah, he deserved 
what he got tonight with the [two] goals, and he probably 
could have had one right at the end that just missed too. He 
was all over it tonight. He was good.
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Svechnikov shines, but Canes fall short in Minnesota  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes failed to stage a third-period 
comeback against the Minnesota Wild on Saturday, Feb. 12, 
losing 3-2. The Canes faced a 3-0 deficit not long after the 
second intermission, but a pair of goals by right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov wasn’t enough to spark an equalizer. 

Despite a scoreless first period, Carolina (32-11-3) went toe-
to-toe with Minnesota (29-11-3) for all 60 minutes. A pair of 
stellar showings by goaltender Frederik Andersen and Wild 
goalie Cam Talbot tapered the goal-scoring action, but the 
puck flew up and down the ice for the vast majority of the 
game. 

“It’s a playoff type of feel to the game against a good, 
physical team, said defenseman Tony DeAngelo. “... I 
thought we handed them a couple there to push the game to 
3-0, but besides that I thought we played a pretty good 
game. 30-something, almost 40 shots, so we keep playing 
like that and do it for 60 minutes, I'm not too worried.” 

One counterexample of this fast pace of play came midway 
through the second period when the Wild finally opened the 
scoring. After Andersen parried away a flurry of chances, 
Kevin Fiala found a crack in Andersen’s armor and gave 
Minnesota a 1-0 lead. 

The Canes looked on the verge of a rebound to start the third 
period, but things got much worse for Carolina before they 
got better. Kirill Kaprizov and Frederick Gaudreau each 

added their name to the scoresheet to extend Minnesota’s 
lead to 3-0. The Canes kept their competitive spirits until the 
very end, but it was simply a matter of too little, too late. 

“At the end of the day you gotta win the games, you gotta 
find a way,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “When you 
play a pretty good game and certainly create enough to win, 
those are tough.” 

Despite several stretches of offensive firepower by Carolina, 
the Hurricanes had trouble beating Talbot. When the Wild 
weren’t blocking 18 shots, Talbot was nearly unbeatable to 
the tune of 37 saves. 

Despite Talbot’s performance, Svechnikov made a valiant 
effort to make the game competitive in the dying minutes. A 
snipe of a goal with just under 15 minutes left in regulation 
avoided the shutout. Just 1:21 later, Svechnikov struck again 
on the power play to make it a one-goal game. Even though 
the Canes didn’t complete the comeback, Svechnikov’s 
brace kept his team in it until the final buzzer. 

“He’s been really good in a lot of games,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He deserved what he got tonight with the [two] goals, and 
he probably could have had one right at the end that just 
missed too. He was all over it tonight. He was good.” 

The Hurricanes will get a few days of rest before returning to 
action in Raleigh on Wednesday, Feb. 16 to take on the 
Florida Panthers. Puck drops at 7:30 p.m.
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Wolves score late to force OT 

Stefan Noesen scores late on his 29th birthday to force 
overtime  

Stefan Noesen’s late goal earned the Chicago Wolves extra 
time, but the Rockford IceHogs recovered for a 4-3 shootout 
win Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Ryan Suzuki and Jack Drury also scored for the 
Central Division-leading Wolves (27-9-4-3), who extended 
their home point streak to 14 games. Rockford’s Michal 
Teply posted the shootout’s only tally in the third round to 
give the IceHogs (19-16-3-1) the extra point. 

“We’re frustrated by the result, but I thought we played well,” 
said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We’re working 
hard. It’s just little things in our game that need to get better, 
but we’re getting there.” 

Rockford opened the scoring on Carson Gicewicz’s slap shot 
5:07 into the first period. 

The Wolves pulled even at 1:54 of the second period when 
Suzuki and Spencer Smallman pressured Rockford’s Chad 
Yetman as soon as he took possession near the IceHogs 
net. Suzuki swiped the puck and flipped a backhand past 
Collin Delia for the 1-1 tie. 

Rockford responded with Mike Hardman’s rebound goal at 
3:51 of the second. He battled a Wolves defensemen and 

goaltender Jack LaFontaine to shove the puck across the 
goal line to give the IceHogs a 2-1 edge. 

Ian Mitchell’s power-play goal pushed Rockford’s lead to 3-1 
at 10:47, but the Wolves countered with Drury’s 10th goal of 
the year at 11:33. David Gust set up shop behind the net, 
waited for a Rockford defenseman to chase him and then 
dished a backhand to Drury for a quick punch over Delia’s 
glove to make it 3-2. 

The Wolves used their timeout with 2:21 left in regulation, 
then pulled LaFontaine to get an extra attacker on the ice. 
The move paid off when Noesen jammed home the rebound 
of an Andrew Poturalski blast to knot it 3-3 with 1:41 to go. 
For Noesen, who turned 29 Saturday, it marked his AHL-
leading 22nd goal of the year. 

LaFontaine (1-0-3) stopped 16 of 19 shots during regulation 
and overtime while Delia (8-6-2) notched 33 saves for the 
win. 

The Wolves continue their four-game homestand with a 
School-Day Game at 11 a.m. Tuesday against Milwaukee. 
The Wolves host Faith and Fellowship Night on Saturday, 
Feb. 19, and Pride Day and Papa Johns Family Sunday on 
Sunday, Feb. 20, against the Iowa Wild. For the best ticket 
specials, email a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article258343848.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/02/svechnikovs-dominant-performance-not-enough-for-hurricanes-in-loss-at-minnesota/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-svechnikov-strikes-twice-but-canes-fall-in-minnesota-three-to-two/c-330755582 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-minnesota-wild-game-recap/c-328977838 
https://apnews.com/article/hockey-nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-kevin-fiala-106f8d2375b29624c2b704de1c918ef4 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/2/12/22931231/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-minnesota-wild-andrei-svechnikov-cam-talbot-frederik-
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https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/svechnikov-shines-but-canes-fall-short-in-minnesota/article_e9ecd984-8c87-11ec-933e-

53de091beb47.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/02/12/wolves-score-late-to-force-ot/ 
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Frederik Andersen keeps Canes on winning track, with eyes on Denmark 
in the Olympics 

 

Chip Alexander 

10-13 minutes 2/12/2022 

 

Had things gone differently, Frederik Andersen would be in Beijing at the 
2022 Winter Olympics as the starting goalie for Denmark’s hockey team 
and making history. 

And he would have been competing alongside his sister, Amalie, a 
member of Denmark’s women’s hockey team. That would have made the 
Olympic experience twice as special. 

She’s still there but he’s not due to the pandemic, COVID-19 outbreaks in 
the NHL, postponed games and the decision not to allow NHL players to 
compete in Beijing. Andersen was left disappointed — as were several 
other teammates with the Carolina Hurricanes who hoped to be in China 
repping their countries while chasing a gold medal. 

But Andersen is one proud Dane. 

Denmark’s men’s and women’s teams won games in Beijing in their first 
Olympics. The men’s team upset Czechia 2-1 in a preliminary-round 
game behind goaltender Sebastian Dahm, who Andersen knows well. 

“It’s really cool,” Andersen said in an interview Friday with The News & 
Observer. “Both on the men’s and the women’s side it’s very historical 
that they’re there (in Beijing). The men obviously have been pushing for 
many years, for many different Olympics to get there and it finally 
happened for this one. 

“I know for the women’s side it seemed more of an upset this year that 
they got to go. I think within the last year they qualified, so it obviously 
speaks to how far Danish hockey has come over the last 20 years. 
They’ve taken huge steps throughout that time.” 

The women’s team also beat Czechia for their first Olympic win. Losses 
to Japan, China and Sweden ended the Olympics for the women, but 
Andersen said for his sister, who plays college hockey at Maine, “It was a 
cool experience to be a part of that tournament and the Games.” 

The Danes beating the Czechs on Wednesday in the men’s game — 
former NHL forward Frans Nielsen with the winning goal — gave 
Andersen the opportunity to do some chirping at Canes forward Martin 
Necas, who likely would have been playing for Czechia in Beijing. 

But Andersen held off. 

“I haven’t given enough to him about that,” he said. “I saw we lost to 
Russia. I think I need to keep that quiet.” 

The Russians struggled, needing an empty-net goal to seal a 2-0 victory. 
But no need to get Andrei Svechnikov riled up. Maybe later, Andersen 
said, if more good things happen for the Danes. 

“We’ll see how it goes but I think (Denmark) still has a good chance of 
making it to the quarterfinals,” Andersen said. 

Andersen will be watching and cheering from afar. 

On Friday, he was relaxing a bit in St. Paul, Minnesota, having shut out 
the Boston Bruins 6-0 in a road game Thursday. He also could be a bit 
reflective about a season that has seen him win 25 games, be selected 
for the NHL All-Star Game and help the Metropolitan Division team win it, 
and made the Canes (32-10-3) among the NHL’s best teams. 

“We’ve always had good goaltending, but Freddie has won us a lot of 
games,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said this week. “We’ve played 
pretty well this year as a group, but he’s got us (wins) himself because he 
was better than the guy across from him in quite a few games. That’s 
been the difference ... and helped us big time.” 

Andersen, 32, signed two-year contract with the Hurricanes after last 
season, knowing he would be joining a team that had been in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs the past three years and was considered a potential Cup 
contender. He had heard about Brind’Amour and his way of doing things 
and handling players. 

And? 

“I’ve really enjoyed it,” Andersen said. “He’s a heck of a coach. He 
motivates in a really cool way. He’s been through everything and 
experienced everything in this league. I think he’s really good at leveling 
with the guys on our team and just helping us see in a way that’s the best 
for us. That’s been really cool.” 

Andersen had played against the Canes while he was with Anaheim and 
then Toronto, but said there are at least two players who are better than 
he thought: defensemen Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce. 

“They jump out,” he said. “I knew ‘Slavo’ and ‘Pesc’ were good, but I 
didn’t really know they were at this level. You don’t hear as much outside 
this (Raleigh) market. But you can go up and down the lineup and find a 
lot of guys, but I think those are the two who would jump out that I’ve 
really been impressed with.” 

The Canes have been impressed with Andersen and the calmness he 
exhibits in the crease. He’s a big goalie at 6-4 and 238 pounds, which 
helps cover the cage. He has an economy of movement in net but can 
seal up holes quickly. 

In the first period Thursday, he jutted out his left pad to stop a Craig 
Smith shot on a power play that would have given the Bruins a 1-0 lead. 
He was involved in a collision in the net with Boston’s Nick Foligno early 
in the third but shook it off and kept making saves for his 21st career 
shutout and second against Boston this season. 

Andersen has shown a bit of a temper at times in practice, recently 
smashing his paddle against the post after allowing a few goals. He 
makes a conscious effort not to show that side in games. 
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“I know in games it’s more important to move on quicker,” Andersen said. 
“I think that’s something over the years I’ve been trying to be as good as I 
can at, to just focus on the next play. It does (stink) to get scored on but 
at the end of the day it’s not the end of the world. There’s going to be the 
next save you’re going to try to make.” 

Andersen brought up the Canes’ game Tuesday at Ottawa. Antti Raanta 
was Carolina’s goalie and the Canes fell behind 4-0 early in the second 
period, only to make a strong push in the third before losing 4-3 to the 
Senators. 

“I think ‘Raants’ did a helluva job of staying in there even though we were 
down four,” Andersen said. “He made some big saves to keep it at that 
and then all of a sudden we’re close to tying it. You never really know 
what’s going on the rest of the game, so you’ve got to just make that one 
save.” 

Coming off a shutout, Andersen could start again Saturday as the Canes 
end their four-game road trip against the Minnesota Wild. There are more 
saves to be made and games to be won. 
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Three questions the Hurricanes need to answer on their way to Cup 
contention 

 

Sara Civian 

9-11 minutes 2/12/2022 

 

On Thursday night, the Hurricanes had another in what’s been a string of 
almost comically great games against the Bruins, ending in a 6-0 score, a 
3-0 season sweep and a tweet from the governor of North Carolina. 

Of course, the Bruins lineup was depleted, and it was the first time the 
Canes played a Bruins team without at least one of Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand or Tuukka Rask since Jan. 10, 2009. This win needed to 
happen after two losses in Canada in which the Canes struggled to play 
a full 60, but no one’s looking at it like the greatest achievement in the 
world. Look, we’ve got high standards here in Raleighwood these days. 

And those high standards — or call them expectations — are what led to 
an unsolicited vibe check after the game, asking the real question: Are 
the Hurricanes Cup contenders? 

The short answer is “sure.” 

The medium answer? This season the competition is especially stacked, 
and the Canes are one of many top-tier teams. 

The long answer begins with the disclaimer we’ve been spouting all 
season: No one knows exactly what they’ve got until the playoffs. Though 
that disclaimer is technically valid, sometimes it’s lazy. You look at 
perennial Cup contenders, and they’re generally good in the regular 
season. (Tampa Bay, anyone?) You can also get a sense for ~the 
process~ in the regular season without even taking wins and losses into 
account, and you can tell what a team is lacking. 

After that, figuring out Cup-contender status is less about what the team 
is good at — every Cup-contending team is going to be “good” — and 
more about being a fun sponge and nitpicking what isn’t so good. 

So now that the Canes have opened up the second half of the season 
with a little bit of everything — an overtime loss, an outright loss and a 
big win — we’ve gotten a view of what their problems could be the rest of 
the way. 

Some issues are recent developments, some have been looming for a 
while and some are out of the Hurricanes’ control. But there are several 
concerns to address either internally or at the trade deadline on the way 
to the Cup. 

Are they better than the best of the rest? 

Funny enough, other teams are my main issue with the Canes. 
Everything looked great when I was compiling info for my midseason 
review, but everything (except goaltending) looked greater for three or 
four other teams, as well. We can debate the most important factor for 
playoff success all day, but we’ll all agree your top scorers have to score 
early and often. 

The sheer amount of production from top players on other contending 
teams — like Jonathan Huberdeau, Auston Matthews, Cale Makar, Alex 
Ovechkin and Victor Hedman — has been wild.  So even if Sebastian 
Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov have been stellar in a 
vacuum, they still need to kick it into another gear to enter that 
conversation. Good news for them, they’re all trending in the right 
direction. Teravainen notched three primary assists in his first game back 
from injury, Aho scored goals No. 20 and 21, and Svechnikov’s got six 
goals and 16 points in his past 11 games. 

Like Drake said, “It’s a marathon, not a sprint, but I still gotta win the 
race.” 

The Canes are fifth, leaguewide, in goals per game, which again is 
objectively good, but we’re talkin’ Stanley Cup. Three out of the four 
teams ahead of them — the Panthers, Avalanche and Maple Leafs — 
have those high-scoring stars raising the scoring bar every game. Then 
you’ve got a team similar to the Canes — the Wild — at No. 3, despite 
having no 20-goal scorers. The Wild and the Canes will be interesting in 
the 2022 case study of depth versus star power as we reach the playoffs, 
but trouble is the other teams at the top generally have this depth, too. 

To quote another philosopher, Tripp Tracy, the Canes’ stars are going to 
have to “Dig In.” 

Unless … 

Could there be another way? Could the Canes acquire an actual top 
scorer at the trade deadline? 

I usually err on the side of caution when it comes to the deadline, but I 
think you go all in with a team like the Canes that is seriously right there 
and just needs a little more oomph. We’ll get into whom exactly to target 
later, but count me in on team “Do something crazy or do nothing 2022.” I 
don’t see the point of acquiring a middle-of-the-lineup forward this 
season, but the Canes should either address the want for another top 
scorer or the potential need for a stronger defenseman. 

And that brings us to our next problem. 

Is stellar goaltending masking defensive issues? 

The Canes hold the league’s best goals-against average, at 2.36, but is it 
the chicken or the egg? 

Starter Freddie Andersen also has the league’s best save percentage 
(.930) and the best individual goals-against average (2.01) among 
goalies with at least 16 games played. You see that, and you recall some 
of the blatant turnovers and net-front oopsies from the Canes this season 
(it happens to everyone, but still), and you wonder whether there might 
be a problem. 

Eh. 

As it stands, I wouldn’t lose sleep over it. The second pairing of Brady 
Skjei and Brett Pesce has stepped up tremendously as the season has 
progressed. 

On the other hand, you have to think a few steps ahead if you want to 
win the Cup. The Canes’ MO is having a strong defensive core, and the 
third pairing has been iffy at times. What happens if one of the big guns 
gets injured on top of that? 
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I think the Canes could use the peace of mind from acquiring a strong 
defenseman to round out this group. There isn’t much of an excuse to 
stand pat on this, with names like John Klingberg and Jakob Chychrun in 
the trade deadline mix. And for full transparency, I hadn’t loved the 
Klingberg idea at first blush. It felt too expensive, and I wonder what the 
return would be. I still wonder what the return would be, in both 
situations. But if it’s fringe players and draft picks with a third party 
involved for salary-cap purposes, I think you have to invest in the Canes 
to make a Stanley Cup run. 

Then consider the Canes are playing roughly 40 games in 80 days. You 
absolutely have to brace yourself for worst-case scenarios regarding 
injury and wear and tear. 

Is that stellar regular-season goaltending going to translate in the 
playoffs? 

I love when I tweet something about Andersen having a great game and 
20 people brilliantly inform me that it’s not about the regular season with 
him; it’s about the playoffs. Like, folks, I covered the Bruins for a minute 
there and witnessed the 2018 Game 7 with my own two eyeballs at TD 
Garden. I’m not saying he’s guaranteeing the Canes a Stanley Cup, but 
come on. He’s on a brand new team with a brand new coach away from 
some of that spotlight, pressure and first-round curse that would get into 
anyone’s head. 

It’s impossible to say how the environmental changes will affect 
Andersen’s postseason performance, but it’s also reductive to act like he 
was the sole reason the Leafs weren’t making it out of the first round. 
Obviously, last season Jack Campbell was in net and Andersen had 
been recovering from injury, but that brutal Game 7 still exposed the 
stars struggling to score when it mattered. In seasons prior, there’s a 
totally valid complaint that Andersen could have done more and let in soft 
goals here and there — sometimes that’s the only difference in a tight 
playoff series. Andersen’s not blameless for the Leafs’ past struggles, 
and as a goalie, you sign up to individually shoulder most of that blame. 
But you can’t ignore how disappointing the Leafs’ top scorers have been 
throughout their recent playoff history. 

Andersen’s playoff performance this season will be super interesting in 
the worldwide never-ending quest to determine what’s wrong with the 
Maple Leafs. But the Hurricanes aren’t here to star in a Will Arnett-
narrated documentary. Between Andersen’s playoff history, Antti 
Raanta’s injury history and the recently exposed lack of goaltending 
depth in the Canes’ system, should the Canes be looking for another 
goaltender just in case? 

This is where I think the Canes have already made their decisions and 
they’re sticking to them. They got the guys they thought would perform 
well for them in the offseason, Andersen has exceeded expectations, 
Raanta looks decent when healthy, and that’s basically that. If the Canes 
weren’t buying the narratives around Andersen’s playoff performance 
back then, they certainly aren’t now. 
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‘Chairmen of the Boards’: Florida Panthers get new glass, dasher boards 
in Sunrise 

 

By George Richards  

Published 21 hours ago on February 12, 2022 

 

The Florida Panthers were back from a welcomed break in their season 
Friday afternoon and had a nice surprise waiting for them at FLA Live 
Arena when they came out onto the ice. 

During the team’s absence — Florida last played at home on Jan. 29 — 
the team installed brand new dasher boards around the rink and new 
tempered plexiglas as well. 

General manager Bill Zito joked that when he first walked onto the ice 
surface at the team’s arena in Sunrise in 2020, he checked out the 
boards and asked if they were the ones used for training camp. 

He was told the aged boards were in fact the ones the team used all the 
time. 

Plans to replace the boards, which are believed to be the original ones 
from the arena’s opening in 1998, started right then and there. 

The boards also add a new look to the Florida rink as the old ones had a 
blue cap on top with a yellow kickboard at ice level. 

The new dasherboard caps are red and the kickboards are now 
seamless and flush with the boards giving a more consistent bounce 
when a puck comes off them. 

It was a piece of arena renovation which was long overdue and, perhaps, 
simply overlooked over the years. 

According to Rob Stevenson, the team’s senior VP and general manager 
of facilities, the Panthers worked with the NHL and with Athletica systems 
to find the best fit for the arena. 

The work was started on Jan. 31 while the team was playing in 
Columbus and completed a few days later. 

“These boards are the latest technology from Athletica and we worked 
with the NHL and asked for their guidance on who to go with and and 
what the specifications had to be,’’ Stevenson said. 

“We were fortunate that we had the ability to address it and it was a 
competitive need to replace the boards. We have a 100 percent 
commitment to excellence in everything we do so this is just in line with 
that. We’re really excited that our players and fans get to enjoy the new 
boards. … We want the ‘field of play’ to be consistent and that was 
important for the league as well. We think this will achieve that.” 

With the new boards comes brand new glass which is welcome news for 
fans who sit in the premier seats. 

The old plexiglas used was noticeably scarred. 

The new glass will be like watching the game on an old, standard 
television set and then going to high definition. 

On Friday, the glass was crystal clear although over time, it will not 
remain that way without arena staff taking care of it by using cleaning 
products and razor blades to get rid of puck marks. 

”For those who are seated behind the glass, it will be a totally different 
experience,” Stevenson said, “one that we think will make the game even 
more exciting.” 

The Panthers were originally supposed to hold their first practice at their 
training facility in Coral Springs, but coach Andrew Brunette wants his 
team to hold as many workouts at the arena to get used to the new 
boards. 

The old ones, as they aged, took on characteristics in different spots with 
Brunette recalling a certain spot in the corner from his playing days. 

”I thought they looked great,” Brunette said. “The boards are a little more 
bouncy and that’s something we’ll have to get used to. We go in every 
rink and see new boards all the time, but it’s nice to know your own 
bounces in your own rink. It’ll be nice to skate on it a little more. … 

“I don’t know if there were too many true bounces on the old boards. The 
left corner on the far side was a little danger area and I remember that 
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from when I was playing. You knew there was a part that stuck out and 
had to be careful as a goalie dumping pucks on that one end — and as a 
forward, you hoped to catch it careeming to the middle of the ice.” 

The arena is hosting a concert Saturday night so the team will spend the 
next two days in Coral Springs but will return to Sunrise on Tuesday. 

The Panthers do not host a home game until Nashville comes to town on 
Feb. 22. 

“What we were doing today was getting used to it, throwing pucks off the 
boards and see where the bounces are,” said Aaron Ekblad, who has 
been with the Panthers since 2014. 

“In the past, we tried to stay away from using them because of the odd 
bounces but these seem a lot more consistent and hopefully we’ll get 
used to the equipment. Consistency on the bounces is what you get with 
the new ones.” 

Added MacKenzie Weegar: “I was talking to the boys today and 
mentioning that sometimes we got a few memory bounces out of those 
old boards, which was nice. But it was nice to feel those new boards, it 
was a little bouncy and we did a lot of drills where we directing pucks to 
see how they went. 

“It was real nice of Vinnie and Bill to do that for everyone here. We 
needed that and I think a lot of teams are going to appreciate it as well. It 
was needed and was nice they took the initiative.” 

FLORIDA PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

WHEN: Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: PNC Arena, Raleigh, N.C. 

TICKETS: CLICK HERE 

TV/STREAMING: TNT 

RADIO: WQAM 560-AM 

Last season: Carolina won 6-0-2 

All-time regular season series: Carolina leads 69-45-9, 11 ties 

This season: @Florida 5, Carolina 2 (Nov. 6), Florida 4, @Carolina 3 OT 
(Jan. 8) 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 02.13.2022 
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Penalties cost Nashville Predators again in loss against Winnipeg Jets 

 

Paul Skrbina, The Tennessean 

2-2 minutes 2/12/2022 

 

Mikael Granlund wasted little time putting the Nashville Predators ahead 
of the Winnipeg Jets on Saturday night. 

The forward scored 3:26 into the first period of the Central Division 
matchup at Bridgestone Arena. Matt Duchene's 23rd goal less than three 
minutes later doubled the home team's lead in what turned out to be a 5-
2 victory for the visitors. 

Mark Scheifele cut the Jets' deficit in half with 12:16 left in the first during 
a four-on-four. Kyle Connor tied the score 2-2 nearly 10 minutes into the 
second.  

Predators rookie Tanner Jeannot dropped gloves with Adam Lowry late 
in the first, not long after Jeannot was called for boarding.  

Predators defenseman Mark Borowiecki was assessed a five-minute 
penalty and a game misconduct for elbowing nearly halfway through the 
third period. Almost immediately after that, the Jets' Blake Wheeler 
scored for the lead. 

The Jets weren't done taking advantage of the major, either. Pierre-Luc 
Dubois added another right after that. Wheeler's empty-net goal closed 
the scoring. 

The Predators were coming off a penalty-plagued defeat against the 
Dallas Stars on Wednesday. 

The Predators are 28-16-4, while the Jets are 20-17-8. 
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How John Hynes, Nashville Predators move past letdowns during NHL 
regular season 

 

Paul Skrbina 

3-4 minutes 2/12/2022 

 

Excuse the absence of excuses. 

John Hynes was in no mood for them Wednesday, after his team's poor 
performance. 

While the Nashville Predators coach is about results, he's also about the 
process. 

In his mind there was no excuse for the way the Predators played during 
their 4-3 loss to the Dallas Stars. 

Not the eight days between games. Not the All-Star break sandwiched in 
there. Not the extra rest. Not the lack of practice. 

Nashville Predators:Preds have proven a lot, but at same time proven 
nothing at all 

None of that mattered to Hynes. 

"We played a volatile game, undisciplined," Hynes said. 

He wore his scowl honestly, almost proudly. His team spent 20% of the 
game on the penalty kill, a problem that has plagued the Predators this 
season.  

His scowl grew as he rattled off more numbers: Six penalties. A five-on-
three. Gave up nine odd-man rushes. Not a recipe to success, he said. 

All that time off had nothing to do with that? 

"No," Hynes answered matter-of-factly. "We took six penalties. That's on 
us. We've been playing with fire here for a while (with the penalties). 
We're coming down the stretch. ... We're going to be that undisciplined, 
it's going to bite you. We got that lesson tonight. 

"There's no excuse for it. It's not about rest. It's not about time off. We 
beat ourselves. It wasn't a good performance." 

Catfish Corner podcast:Who is Nashville Predators MVP? Biggest 
surprise? Disappointment? 

Those happen during an 82-game season. Hynes knows that. His 
players know that. 
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"That's been on our minds," rookie Tanner Jeannot said of the penalty 
problems. "We've been talking for weeks how we're kind of putting 
ourselves in trouble with penalties. ... It's something we need to be better 
at and everyone knows that. That's what we're going to do." 

The difference with this team, though, is it hasn't let bad performances 
snowball. Unlike in recent years, when the Predators are knocked down 
now, they get up again. And again. And again. 

Take Wednesday's game, one the Predators never led. One during which 
they allowed two power-play goals and played poorly. 

Three times they managed to tie the score, on the road, against a 
division opponent. Had they won, Hynes' mood would have been the 
same, though, perhaps the scowl would have been less evident. 

By Friday, a day after Hynes spent his 46th birthday reviewing video, that 
scowl was long gone. In its place was the familiar confidence, a feeling of 
reassurance that  

"That's the thing I really appreciate about our team is after games we 
have a real, honest assessment of the team that we want to be, win or 
lose," Hynes said. "It's about making sure we're doing the right thing." 

To Hynes, there's no excuse not to. 
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Minor league report: P.O Joseph scores again as Penguins snap losing 
streak 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022 11:45 p.m. 

 

Defenseman P.O Joseph scored the game-winning goal for the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins in a 3-2 road win against the Lehigh Valley 
Phantoms at the PPL Center in Allentown on Saturday. 

In his past seven games, Joseph has scored five goals. 

Defenseman Taylor Fedun and forward Nathan Legare also scored goals 
for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (19-19-2-3) which snapped a three-game 
losing streak. Goaltender Tommy Nappier made 20 saves on 22 shots in 
the victory. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Charlotte 
Checkers on Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

An overtime goal by forward Sean Josling gave the Wheeling Nailers a 4-
3 home win against the Fort Wayne Komets at WesBanco Arena in 
Wheeling, W.Va. 

Forward Nick Hutchison and defenseman Josh Maniscalco each had a 
goal and an assist for Wheeling (xxx) which has won four consecutive 
games while forward Patrick Watling contributed two assists. Goaltender 
Stefanos Lekkas made 26 saves on 29 shots in the victory. 
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Penguins find success through avoiding the penalty box 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022 12:01 a.m. 

 

Leading the Pittsburgh Penguins in penalty minutes is kind of like being 
the most honest guy in prison. 

Someone has to be it, by default. 

In the Penguins’ case, three guys are it. 

The “treacherous” trio of defensemen Kris Letang, Marcus Pettersson 
and forward Jake Guentzel are tied for the team lead with 28 penalty 
minutes each. 

Those aren’t exactly figures that will strike fear in the hearts of 
opponents. 

And that’s by design. 

Through Friday’s games, the Penguins were last in the NHL with an 
average of 6:32 of penalty minutes per game. 

Through 48 games, they had grossed 314 penalty minutes. Only the 
Toronto Maple Leafs had taken fewer with 313, albeit with only 44 games 
played through Friday. 

What has led the Penguins to be adverse to making more frequent visits 
to the penalty box? 

“It’s a function of just discipline and trying to play the game the right way,” 
coach Mike Sullivan said. “We’re trying to be a team that plays an in-
your-face game. We want to be an aggressive team. We’re a high-
pressure team, as you guys know. But we’ve got to stay on the right side 
of the line. It boils down to the discipline of the players. They’re 
committed to trying to play the game the right way. And, certainly, we 
don’t want to be a team that takes unnecessary penalties because we 
put ourselves in tough spots where we give our opponents’ power plays 
the opportunity to be the difference.” 

In essence, the Penguins’ adherence to Sullivan’s scheme typically puts 
them in position not to take a penalty such as a hook against an on-
rushing forward through the neutral zone or interfere with a forward who 
is attempting a chip-and-chase sequence into the offensive zone. 

“You want to stay disciplined,” said forward Brock McGinn, who is cursed 
with an evil eight minutes of penalties this season. “You don’t want to 
give (the opponent’s) power-play chances. Every power play in this 
league is good, and they move the puck so well. We want to do a good 
job of checking with our feet and not with our sticks and giving them 
those opportunities on the power play.” 

In total, they’ve only been short-handed 116 times this season, third-
fewest in the NHL through Friday. 

“Without a doubt, that helps,” Sullivan said. “When you’re calling on your 
penalty killers to kill multiple penalties in a given night, it places a certain 
burden of responsibilities on those guys. It’s hard to kill penalties from a 
sheer physical workload standpoint. It’s hard minutes. You’re stopping 
and starting, you’re blocking shots, you’re in puck battles, you’ve got to 
defend the net front. It’s hard minutes. They’re not easy minutes. So 
when you’re taking lots of penalties as a team, you’re asking a lot of 
those guys night in and night out. Our own team discipline has a direct 
correlation to our ability to have success on the penalty kill.” 

Not coincidentally, the Penguins boast one of the better penalty-killing 
units with a success rate of 87.1 %, second in the league before 
Saturday’s games. 

“The less you’re in the box, you’re not as tired out there,” said McGinn, 
one of the team’s top penalty killers. “The penalty kill unit can get a little 
tired, and you can’t put the pressure you want on (the opposing) power 
play. The less penalties, the better.” 
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Sullivan often leans on a cliche of “being hard to play against” when 
describing the ideal way for his team to operate. Such a phrase might 
suggest to some a desire to be physical and willing to take penalties in 
order to rough up the opposition. 

In reality, it means the opposite for Sullivan. 

“One other way to be hard to play against is just controlling what you 
can,” Sullivan said. “Your players’ discipline with regards to their sticks 
and things of that nature is a critical aspect of it. I just think the players 
are committed to trying to play the game the right way. They’ve done a 
great job in that regard.” 
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Knee injury sidelines Penguins assistant coach Todd Reirden 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022 4:12 p.m. 

 

Injuries and illness have pockmarked the Penguins roster of players all 
season. 

The coaching staff hasn’t escaped that misfortune either. 

Assistant coach Todd Reirden, who oversees the team’s defensemen as 
well as the power play, will be sidelined indefinitely after suffering a knee 
injury during the All-Star break. 

The ailment will require surgery that will be performed Monday. 

Coach Mike Sullivan indicated Reirden suffered the injury while shoveling 
snow. 

“The nature of the injury dictates the timing of addressing it right away,” 
Sullivan said. “He had reiterated to all of us that he wanted to put it off 
until the end of the season, but that’s not possible by the 
recommendations of our doctors. He’s going to have surgery on Monday. 
He’s going to be away from the team for a little bit. But we’re going to 
keep him engaged as best we can.” 

Reirden will be able to work somewhat remotely, but some of his duties 
on the ice during practices or behind the bench during games will be 
spread out between Sullivan, assistant coach Mike Vellucci, skating and 
skills development coach Ty Hennes and player development staffer Matt 
Cullen, who primarily works remotely from his home in Minnesota. 

Sullivan indicated Vellucci, who oversees the forwards and penalty kill, 
will absorb Reirden’s duties with the defense. Cullen will take on pre-
scouting opponents for the team’s power play. 

“Todd’s a big part of our coaching staff, and he does a lot for our group,” 
Sullivan said. “He’s done a terrific job with our power play and just getting 
our group on the same page and implementing or installing a foundation 
or a scheme that I think our group is very familiar with at this point. It’s 
just our challenge to try to sustain that standard. We’ll divide and conquer 
as a coaching staff as far as all of our own personal workflows. We all 
have responsibilities with respect to the different aspects of our team 
game that we’re all responsible for. We’ll have to pick up some slack with 
respect to some of the stuff, the important stuff that Todd does. 

“As soon as he’s capable, we’re going to keep Todd engaged, even if it’s 
remotely through our computers and (video conferences) and things of 
that nature. He’s still going to do a lot of things behind the scenes even 
though he’s not going to be visible (to media). He’s done such a great job 
with our power play, in particular. The rest of us are so familiar with the 
process and the scheme and things of that nature. … Matt Cullen is 

going to come in on Monday. That will give us another coach as far as 
being on the ice with some of the things that our assistant coaches do on 
the ice with some of the things that our assistant coaches do with our 
players throughout the course of the practice.” 

Sullivan still rooting for United States 

Sullivan did not stay up late Friday/early Saturday to watch the U.S. 
men’s team claim a 4-2 win against rival Canada at the Olympics in 
Beijing. After all, he had to be up to conduct practice for the Penguins on 
Saturday in Cranberry. 

But the triumph did strike a personal note for Sullivan as he was slated to 
be the U.S. coach before the NHL and NHL Players’ Association opted to 
pull out of participating in the Olympics in December because of covid-19 
related concerns. 

Sullivan’s friend, former New York Rangers coach David Quinn, is 
serving as the U.S. head coach. Additionally, Penguins director of player 
development Scott Young is an assistant coach on the team’s staff. 

Instead of NHL stars, the roster is a blend of veterans playing in other 
professional leagues and unsigned prospects. 

“I was thrilled that the (United States) won,” Sullivan said. “I wouldn’t say 
it’s bittersweet, no, because I’m American, first and foremost, and I root 
for the Americans. Would it have been a privilege to be a part of an 
Olympic experience? Without a doubt. Was I looking forward to that 
opportunity to compete at the Olympics with America’s best? Without a 
doubt. All of us that were anticipating that opportunity are all 
disappointed. But it is what it is. We can’t control it. 

“David Quinn is a great coach. He’s got a great staff. And they have good 
young players that are the next generation of (NHLers) for the most part. 
We’re rooting for them. That’s how I look at it. I’m rooting for those guys.” 
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Mark Madden's Hot Take: Penguins should experiment with Jeff Carter 
on Evgeni Malkin's wing 

 

Mark Madden 

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022 11:30 a.m. 

 

The Penguins are locked into a playoff spot. The remainder of the regular 
season should be used to pursue home ice and favorable seeding for the 
postseason, but also to experiment. 

One thing worth testing is using Jeff Carter on Evgeni Malkin’s wing. 
Carter has mostly toiled as the Penguins’ third-line center. 

Carter skated on Malkin’s left flank when the latter returned to the lineup 
for his first three games this season following knee surgery. Carter 
scored twice in the first contest, a 4-1 victory at Anaheim Jan. 11. Malkin 
assisted on Carter’s second goal and netted two times himself. 

The pros of Carter on Malkin’s wing: Carter could take faceoffs. He’s 
winning 57.3% of his draws to Malkin’s 44.4%. Carter played some at 
wing with his prior team, Los Angeles, so he not a novice at the position. 
Carter’s experience and instinct from playing center might help him spot 
and cover for Malkin’s turnovers and defensive lapses. 

And, of course, Carter is an accomplished finisher: 412 career goals, 13 
this season. He could convert Malkin’s playmaking. 

Evan Rodrigues would be third-line center. Center might be his best spot. 
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The cons of Carter on Malkin’s wing: At 37, Carter is not a fleet 
forechecker like the Penguins prefer at wing. Carter would have to 
handle more minutes, which isn’t conducive to his age. (Third-line center 
is ideal for Carter in that aspect.) 

This isn’t a foolproof idea, but the Penguins have 34 games left. Try 
some things. Every combination that might work should be considered. 
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Why the Penguins will be without assistant coach Todd Reirden for the 
foreseeable future 

 

Johnny McGonigal 

2/12/2022 

 

Thanks to a shoveling incident, a key member of Mike Sullivan’s 
coaching staff will be away from the bench for the foreseeable future. 

Penguins assistant coach Todd Reirden will undergo knee surgery on 
Monday after slipping on a patch of ice while shoveling out his car during 
the all-star break. There’s no timetable for Reirden’s return to in-person 
practice and bench duties. 

Though the accident might have been commonplace — “We’ve all been 
there,” Sullivan added after Saturday’s practice at the UPMC Lemieux 
Sports Complex — now the Penguins find themselves in an unfamiliar 
and unfortunate spot. 

Since the start of the new year, the Penguins boast the NHL’s best power 
play. They scored a league-best 18 goals in the 18 games played in 2022 
and sit atop the standings with a 31.6% conversion rate since Jan. 1. The 
power play has found another gear lately with Evgeni Malkin returning 
from surgery and Bryan Rust coming back from various injuries and 
ailments. But Reirden has played a key role in that success, too. 

Reirden, who was let go as the head coach of the Washington Capitals in 
Aug. 2020, rejoined Pittsburgh’s staff ahead of the 2020-21 season. The 
former assistant under Dan Bylsma focuses on coordinating the 
defensemen and, crucially, the power play. 

“Todd’s a big part of our coaching staff,” Sullivan said. “I think he’s done 
a terrific job with our power play, just getting our group on the same page 
and implementing and installing a foundation, a scheme that our group is 
very familiar with at this point. It’s our challenge to sustain that standard. 
We’ll divide and conquer as a coaching staff.” 

With Reirden away, assistant coach Mike Velluci will coordinate the 
defense on top of his usual duties of handling forwards and the penalty 
kill. Former Penguins forward Matt Cullen will also link up with the staff 
on Monday with a focus on scouting the power play, Sullivan said. 
Cullen, whose 21-year playing career was highlighted by two Stanley 
Cups with the Penguins in 2016 and 2017, joined Pittsburgh’s hockey 
operations department in a player-development role in Aug. 2019. 

Sullivan said Reirden will have conversations with Cullen and Velluci in 
the coming days. Reirden will still be engaged with the team behind the 
scenes, too, even if it’s done remotely or over Zoom. 

Initially, Reirden wanted to push his surgery off until after the season. 
Sullivan said that wasn’t possible “by the recommendation of our 
doctors.” 

“This is a guy that loves what he does. He brings so much passion to his 
job. He brings so much energy to the rink everyday. He truly loves being 
a hockey coach. He loves helping players maximize their potential. He 
challenges me as a head coach with thoughts and ideas. He challenges 

our coaching staff. He makes us all better,” Sullivan said. “... This is 
going to be hardest on him more than anybody because of his passion 
for what he does. I know how much he cares about the Penguins, how 
much he cares about what’s going on here. He wants to be a part of it.” 

Injury update 

Despite still being labeled as a “game-time decision” by Sullivan, Malkin’s 
return from COVID-19 appears likely on Sunday against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

Malkin, who missed the last two games due to the virus and rejoined 
teammates on Friday for an optional skate, made more strides at 
Saturday’s practice. The star center skated in his normal spot on the 
second line between Brock McGinn and Kasperi Kapanen. Malkin also 
practiced with the Penguins’ top power play unit. 

Elsewhere, Drew O’Connor — who is recovering from a reported 
collapsed lung — practiced again in a normal contact uniform, as he did 
Friday. O’Connor was not part of the practice’s line rushes, instead 
rotating in defensively with Mark Friedman. 

Surely, O’Connor would like to return to action when the Penguins travel 
to New Jersey. O’Connor is a native of Chatham, N.J., 20 minutes away 
from the Prudential Center. 
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Yohe: Ranking Sidney Crosby’s 10 most memorable goals 

 

By Josh Yohe 

Feb 12, 2022 

 

OTTAWA, Ontario — Selecting Sidney Crosby’s 10 most memorable 
goals was quite an excruciating exercise. There have been 499 of them, 
more if we consider international goals and shootout tallies. 

You could pick 10 for their sheer athleticism, 10 for their unique 
quirkiness, the 10 most important playoff goals, and so on. 

So, I simply decided to go with a hybrid approach. These are the 10 most 
memorable goals Crosby has scored when breaking down the degree of 
difficulty, brilliance and importance. No. 1 is pretty obvious. We can 
debate the rest forever, and plenty of goals remain. 

It’s been quite a ride so far. 

Honorable mentions 

First, let’s give the nod to some honorable mentions. 

Crosby’s first goal (Oct. 8, 2005) 

First home game, first goal. And a great trivia nugget: The opposing head 
coach that night? Mike Sullivan. 

The Statue Goal (May 9, 2013) 

Having just returned from a broken jaw, Crosby scored a goal in Game 5 
against the Islanders in 2013 that reminded many of Mario Lemieux’s 
1988 goal that became his statue. 

Splitting the Panthers (Dec. 5, 2006) 

If you liked this one, you’ll probably like the next one even more. 

Splitting the Rangers (Dec. 7, 2006) 

Two days after he split the Panthers, he did it again. Yes, young Crosby 
was far more explosive than many people recall. 
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Mario to Sid (Nov. 3, 2005) 

Lemieux and Crosby only got together for a handful of goals before a 
heart ailment forced Lemieux to retire midway through Crosby’s rookie 
season. This was the prettiest one. 

Going deep (March 29, 2018) 

On Major League Baseball’s opening day in 2018, Crosby’s baseball-
style goal beats the Devils in overtime. 

The Price Is Wrong (March 21, 2018) 

One week earlier, Crosby scored a similar goal out of mid-air against 
Carey Price. I don’t believe anyone has ever scored a goal like this one. 

The Top 10 

As you might imagine, these weren’t easy to narrow down. I’m sure some 
will disagree, but here’s what I’ve got for the top 10. 

10. Shootout heard all around North America (Nov. 10, 2005) 

That’s right, our 10th-place selection didn’t even actually count as a goal. 
But that’s OK. 

When the NHL lockout ended in 2005, Crosby took the league by storm. 
Shootouts took the league by storm, too. Really. It was a huge, huge deal 
at the time, and this was Crosby’s first career shootout goal (Lemieux 
scored his final goal in this game, too, for one of the more stirring torch 
deliveries you’ll ever see.) 

The Igloo went wild, all of Canada was watching, and Troy Crosby and 
Dee Rizzo celebrated like the Penguins had just won the Cup. 

9. Fadeaway backhand in the desert (Jan. 27, 2007) 

Crosby has scored many goals on his backhand over the years, some of 
them famous. 

But there was something particularly absurd about this effort. In Crosby’s 
first game in Arizona, he literally scored a goal while falling down, lifting a 
backhand shot into the twine with freakish velocity. 

I can’t think many goals in the history of the sport have looked quite like 
this one. 

8. Sid sliding away (Jan. 7, 2007) 

Crosby scored a number of highlight-reel goals during his first two 
seasons, when his speed and athleticism were simply too much for some 
of the NHL. You know how Connor McDavid has the tendency to make 
opposing players look slow? People often forget that Crosby had that 
same impact when he broke into the league, the combination of his 
hands and speed a marvel. 

This goal was pure Crosby. Using his speed. Never giving up on a play. 
Going down to one knee to score, an odd quirk that started an entire 
generation of players who do the same thing. 

7. One > Four (March 16, 2007) 

When Crosby was young, he developed an interesting habit of attempting 
to beat the entire team on a rush. He tried to do this moments before the 
Golden Goal, in fact. 

The reason Crosby would sometimes attempt to beat an entire team on 
his own is that, some of the time, it worked. 

He has saved many of his memorable moments for games against the 
Canadiens, the franchise that drafted his dad. Crosby grew up a 
Canadiens fan and often has big nights when they’re the opposition. 

This is one of the great highlight-reel goals of his career. He didn’t even 
look human. 

6. Crosby’s only playoff overtime winner (May 16, 2016) 

Many of the great players in NHL history never ended a playoff game in 
overtime. Lemieux never did it. 

Crosby, in fact, has done only it once. And he picked quite a time for it. 

The Penguins lost Game 1 of the 2016 Eastern Conference final against 
the Lightning and, in Game 2, they blew a 2-0 lead. They were on the 
verge of losing the first two games of the series at home, even though 
they were the better team during most of those first two games. 

Right on cue, Crosby asserted himself. He took a feed from Bryan Rust 
and unleashed one of the great shots of his career. Look at the replay. 
That shot was absolute perfection. 

Crosby is, and always will be, a playmaker first. But this goal offers pretty 
compelling evidence that he is also among the most gifted goal scorers 
of his time. 

5. Must-win, no problem (May 24, 2016) 

On a personal level, this might be my favorite Crosby goal. Seeing this 
one in person was really something. 

The Penguins were down in the series, 3-2, and faced a must-win Game 
6 in Tampa against the defending Eastern Conference champions. The 
Penguins were up 2-0 in Game 6 but the game felt a little precarious. 

Then, Crosby simply exploded through the Lightning to make it 3-2. A 
couple of Brian Boyle goals in the third period made things interesting, 
but Crosby’s goal held up as the winner. Rarely has a goal in Crosby’s 
career silenced a building quite like that one. 

4. A legend is born (Nov. 16, 2005) 

One of the great things about Crosby is that he hates the Flyers as much 
as Penguins fans do. Really. Those who are close to him, those who 
have covered the Penguins for years and his teammates are all very well 
aware of this. 

This was the night when it started. Derian Hatcher (he was born to be a 
Flyer) knocked out some of Crosby’s teeth and relentlessly harassed him 
throughout the night. Crosby threw a fit and was given a penalty, much to 
the delight of the Flyers faithful. 

Then, Crosby had the last laugh, scoring on a breakaway in overtime and 
refusing to smile after the goal was scored. He’s hated the Flyers ever 
since and, incidentally, he’s never stopped torching them. 

Ken Hitchcock, then the Flyers coach, commented after the game that he 
didn’t notice Crosby all game until overtime. 

And with those words, he chose poorly. 

3. The one-handed backhand (March 21, 2017) 

I have nothing to add about this goal. You can see it for yourselves. But a 
quick story … 

This goal was at the end of the first period. At the intermission, I walked 
toward the radio booth to get a reaction from Mike Lange and Phil 
Bourque. Lange looked at me, uttered an expletive, shook his head and 
smiled. “No words,” he said. 

He’s seen a few goals in his day. When you silence him, you’ve done 
something. 

2. The Return (Nov. 21, 2011) 

Crosby hadn’t played a hockey game in almost 11 months after missing 
considerable game action because of two concussions. It was a scary 
time. It was a career-threatening injury and a life-altering one. 

It took him two shifts to bring down the house. 

This was prime Crosby. It was also prime theatrical Crosby. The truly 
great ones have a flair for the dramatic that can’t be described but that is 
very, very evident when you see it. 
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There it was. 

1. Golden Goal (Feb. 28, 2010) 

Let’s not overthink this one. It’s one of the most famous and one of the 
most important goals in hockey history. 

It was on Canadian soil. There was only one way for that game to end. 
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McGinn Finds Himself Wanting To Watch Malkin Just Like Us 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

Published 15 hours ago on February 12, 2022 

 

Hockey will be watching center Evgeni Malkin on Sunday afternoon when 
the Pittsburgh Penguins play at the New Jersey Devils. He will be 
returning after missing the past two games because of COVID-19. 

That includes Malkin’s expected right winger, Brock McGinn, although 
McGinn will be fighting the urge to become a spectator. 

“Yeah,” McGinn said with a slight chuckle when asked about an 
inclination to watch the Penguins’ gifted and creative center. “He’s 
obviously highly skilled and a lot of fun to watch. As much as I can get 
the puck into his hands, the better.” 

Malkin became symptomatic and tested positive for the virus during the 
All-Star break. He missed the Penguins’ 4-2 win Tuesday at Boston. He 
felt better and tested out of the protocol after that, but Canadian border 
restrictions forced him to miss a 2-0 win Thursday at Ottawa. 

Malkin is expected to return Sunday. At practice Saturday (after a team 
optional practice Friday) at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex, he took 
drills in his normal spot on the second line between McGinn and Kasperi 
Kapanen, and he participated with the top power play unit. 

Sullivan Still Roots for USA 

Team USA scored an important 4-2 win over Canada late Saturday night 
(Eastern time) at the Beijing Olympics. Penguins coach Mike Sullivan did 
not stay up and watch. 

That wasn’t out of any sort of melancholy over not being there, Sullivan 
said. He was supposed to coach the Americans, but the COVID-19 
pandemic prompted the NHL to pull its players and personnel from the 
tournament. 

“I did not stay up,” Sullivan said. “I was thrilled that the U.S. won. 

“I wouldn’t say it’s bittersweet, no, because I’m American and first and 
foremost I root for the Americans. Would it have been a privilege to be 
part of an Olympic experience? Without a doubt. Was I looking forward to 
that opportunity to compete at the Olympics with America’s best? Without 
a doubt.” 

While the win was big, it is early in the tournament, and it probably wasn’t 
as monumental as CNN made it out to be: 

The United States men's ice hockey team secured its first victory against 
Canada at a Winter Olympics in 12 years on Saturday, conjuring 
comparisons to the "Miracle on Ice" team of 1980 
https://t.co/jRQKdmdNJE 

— CNN (@CNN) February 12, 2022 

Still, it left Sullivan feeling pretty good from afar. 

“They have good, young players that are the next generation of NHL 
guys for the most part,” Sullivan said of Team USA. 

Cool Drill At Practice 

The Penguins practice, just over a half hour, was essentially a “morning 
skate” for Sunday’s afternoon game at New Jersey, with perhaps a little 
more special teams work. 

And this drill to open the session. It was a tight-space forecheck drill, 
different from the three-on-three drills the Penguins employ from time to 
time. Here’s a look: 
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Assistant Todd Reirden The Latest To Face Surgery, Out A While 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

Published 16 hours ago on February 12, 2022 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins assistant Todd Reirden makes his living on and 
around the ice, but the slippery version of that substance on his driveway 
got him recently. Reirden fell while digging out his car in his driveway 
during the All-Star break and now is scheduled to have knee surgery on 
Monday, coach Mike Sullivan said Saturday. 

That will take Reirden — who oversees the defense and the power play 
— off the bench and away from the team for the most part and for some 
time. That left Sullivan offering an all-too-familiar injury update after 
practice at the UMPC Lemieux Sports Complex, this time for one of his 
staff members rather than a player. 

Sullivan said Reirden wanted to put off the surgery until after the season, 
but doctors convinced him it was needed now. Sullivan did not divulge 
the exact nature of the knee injury. 

In the meantime, Penguins player development coach Matt Cullen arrives 
Monday to help fill in, assistant Mike Vellucci will oversee the defense 
during games and Sullivan will handle the forwards. 

“Todd’s a big part of our coaching staff. He does a lot for our group,” 
Sullivan said. “We’ll divide and conquer as a coaching staff.” 

Reirden was at the practice facility Saturday for pre-practice meetings 
and game-planning for the next week but, obviously, not on the ice for 
the actual practice. After his recovery from surgery, he will contribute as 
best he can until he is able to get back behind the bench and on the ice 
— the flat, Zamboni-flooded rink ice — for practices. 

Sullivan said the Penguins will use technology to keep Reirden as 
engaged from afar as possible. “He’s still going to do a lot of things 
behind the scenes even though he’s not going to be visible (publicly).” 

Reirden, Sullivan added, is not the sort who will enjoy being away from 
the team one bit. 

“It’s going to be real tough,” Sullivan said. “This is a guy that loves what 
he does. He brings so much passion to his job. He brings so much 
energy to the rink every day. He just truly loves being a hockey coach. 
He loves helping players maximize their potential. 

“He’s a really smart hockey man. He challenges me as a hockey coach 
with thoughts and ideas. … He makes us all better.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Demko's dream-like performance allows Canucks to sleep 
well at night 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

February 13, 2022, 12:20 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — You look at the lineup sheet before every game, and 
when the Toronto Maple Leafs are in town it’s impossible not to see 
names like Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, John Tavares, William 
Nylander and Morgan Rielly. 

But then you look at the Vancouver Canucks’ lineup and see Thatcher 
Demko. And some nights, like Saturday, that is enough. 

Demko became just the second Canucks goalie in 37 years to make at 
least 50 saves in a National Hockey League game when he stymied the 
stars from the centre of the universe by making 51 stops in a 3-2 victory 
over the Maple Leafs. 

The last Canuck to record a half-century of saves was Roberto Luongo in 
2010, a month after the Vancouver Winter Olympics, in a 4-3 overtime 
loss to the Detroit Red Wings. 

When former Canucks general manager Dave Nonis made the trade for 
Luongo, in 2006, he said he wanted to sleep. He explained that New 
Jersey Devils general manager Lou Lamoriello always slept like a baby 
because he had Martin Brodeur in net, and Nonis was tired of restless 
nights. 

Sometimes he even lets them get away with sleeping during games, 
although that’s not what happened on Saturday despite Toronto 
outshooting Vancouver 53-24, including 41-13 over the final two periods. 

The Canucks weren’t snoozing but were seeing a nightmare anyway: a 
deep, fast, talented team attacking in waves crested by their superstars. 
The Maple Leafs are better than the Canucks. There’s no argument 
about this. Right now, it’s not close. 

But the Canucks have Demko and, on Saturday, the Maple Leafs had 
Petr Mrazek in their crease and that was the difference. 

Demko had a performance for the ages. Mrazek jettisoned a big, fat 
rebound that Canucks fourth-liner Juho Lammikko jammed in to break a 
2-2 tie at 18:30 of the second period. And just 23 more saves later, 
Demko won the Canucks the game. 

“I've been on teams that heavily outshot teams and we lost, and nobody 
felt sorry for us,” Vancouver head coach Bruce Boudreau said. “I don't 
care if we got outshot, I don't care if we got outplayed, we ended up 
winning the game and that's the bottom line. 

“It would take a fool to think that we don't know that the goalie was 
amazing. But he's our goalie and we get to have him every night. We get 
an amazing goalie every single night, so that's great for us.” 

After the equivalent of a couple of “yeah, buts...” from reporters, 
Boudreau doubled down: “I'm not going to go home and cry. You guys 
want me to say: 'Hey, we got outplayed. Woe is us.’ We won the hockey 
game. C'mon, guys, give the team some credit for hanging in there.” 

Well, the Canucks did that. 

The game ended with most of the Vancouver roster down on the ice with 
Demko in front of the Canucks’ net after a final desperate swarming by 
the Maple Leafs. On his 15th and final shot attempt of the game, 
Matthews' one-timer was blocked in front of Demko by Oliver Ekman-
Larsson, which forced the goalie to adjust to the ricochet and lunge right 
to make a point-blank buzzer save on Michael Bunting. 

Lammikko’s goal was the game’s final one, and it should have been 
worth more than one tick on the scoresheet because it came near the 
end of a period when the Canucks had been utterly dominated and soon 
after Vancouver had surrendered a two-goal lead as Matthews and 
Ondrej Kase scored power-play goals three minutes apart. 

“I liked, after they made it 2-2, how our response was to make it 3-2 
within a couple minutes,” Boudreau said. “The determination ... that's a 
great hockey club. I mean, let's not kid ourselves. It's the fastest club 
we've seen and with the most firepower. And we hung on. We didn't quit 
and we won the game. 

"It's a game that ... people wouldn't have expected us to win, and we 
went out and we won it. Whether we got outplayed or not makes no 
difference to me. We ended up with the two points.” 

After starting their first two games dismally after last week’s All-Star 
break, the Canucks’ best period on Saturday was the opening one as 
J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser, on a power play, scored in the first six 
minutes. The next 54 belonged to Demko. 

He epitomizes the stay-in-the-moment, next-shot mentality that 
goaltenders are supposed to have, and seemed about as euphoric after 
the game as if he’d just successfully folded his laundry. 

Fifty-one saves to beat the Maple Leafs on Saturday night on Hockey 
Night in Canada. Will Demko remember this game? 

“I don't know, maybe,” he said. “You have to ask me in a couple months. 
I mean, it's two points. You guys hear me say it enough: it doesn't matter 
what the circumstances are, I've just got to try and make as many saves 
as I can. Try to get two points. So the end result was good, and that's all 
that matters.” 

In two starts and an extended relief appearance since he returned from 
the All-Star Game, Demko has stopped 100 of 104 shots for a .962 save 
rate. What makes his play especially impressive is that it comes after a 
one-week break between NHL games — the kind of layoff that in the past 
might have disrupted the goaltender’s rhythm. 

“Something that has been frustrating this year is all the pauses, all the 
stuff we've had to deal with as a league,” Demko said. “It's something I've 
been working on. 

“It's just something that we've had to deal with, something that I felt I 
could get better at. So, coming out of All-Star break, it was a main focal 
point of mine to make sure I was (ready) from the get-go.” 

The Canucks have another mini-break in the schedule before they play 
again Thursday against the San Jose Sharks. They’ll sleep well until 
then. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 7 Maple Leafs Takeaways: ‘Self-inflicted loss’ or getting 
Demko’d? 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

February 12, 2022, 11:22 PM 

 

You can win the special-teams battle, dominate play at even-strength, 
and still lose the night if you don’t dress the best goalie. 

Hockey, that’s how she goes. 

How’s this for a stat line? 
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At even-strength Saturday, the Toronto Maple Leafs generated 70 
attempts, 40 shots, 31 scoring chances, 14 high-danger chances… and 
scored zero goals. 

That’s how dialled-in Canucks netminder Thatcher Demko was on a night 
he became the first Vancouver goalie since Roberto Luongo in 2010 to 
stop more than 50 pucks. 

“Obviously we deserved a whole lot more goals,” said Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe, following a thrilling 3-2 loss. “It’s a world-class goalie at 
the other end.” 

Demko stoned William Nylander on a breakaway and continually denied 
the red-hot Bunting-Matthews-Marner line during its high-pressure shifts. 

“He’s just big and athletic,” Matthews said. “I think he’s a big reason why 
they’ve been able to turn it around this season.” 

“Goaltending is the difference. But really, for me, because I don't coach 
the goaltender on the other side, it’s about the two goals we give them off 
the hop,” Keefe said post-game. 

“You can’t dig that hole. There’s no reason we couldn’t have won that 
game 2-1 tonight.” 

Pouncing on an odd play that saw Petr Mrazek lose his stick in Bo 
Horvat’s skate and spin out of his net when he lunged for a poke-check, 
J.T. Miller scored 89 seconds in. 

Brock Boeser doubled the lead on a power play four and a half minutes 
later, waking Toronto up and forcing it to play catchup. 

“I don’t like the start,” Keefe said. “To me, it’s a self-inflicted loss.” 

League’s best power play > league’s worst penalty kill 

While Thatcher Demko was stellar at even-strength, battling strong on 
tilted ice, he was left floundering by the most effective power play in the 
league. 

Vancouver came into the night with the worst PK in the NHL, and it only 
got worse. 

Auston Matthews extended his point streak — seven goals, seven 
assists in seven games — off a brilliant pass from John Tavares to get 
the Leafs on the board and continue their excellent 5-on-4 play. 

Kase bounces right back 

A deep sigh of relief for Ondrej Kase, whose medical record is busy with 
concussions, that he was able to play Saturday. Let alone score a 
second-period goal by tipping a Jason Spezza slap pass. 

“I would trade the goal for two points, but I can’t,” Kase said. 

The hard-charging winger was eliminated from Thursday’s game by a 
clean, helmet-popping check from 6-foot-6 Nikita Zadorov. 

“It was huge hit,” Kase said. “I was shaky for a little bit…. Everybody 
knows my history, so we just called it like game over.” 

Kase said he and Alexander Kerfoot, another small, feisty forward, had 
an interesting discussion afterward about colliding with extra-large 
opponents. 

“If I’m big like Pierre [Engvall], he hits my chest,” Kase said. “I need to 
know he’s on the ice.” 

Just as Wayne Simmonds came to Kase’s defence Monday, when 
Carolina’s Brendan Smith clipped his knee, Morgan Rielly cross-checked 
and roughed up Zadorov in response. 

“Whether it was dirty or not, I’m not sure,” Rielly said. “It’s just what 
you’re supposed to do as a teammate, that’s all.” 

Simmonds was proud of Rielly, hardly the instigating type. 

"Just let people know that that's not acceptable,” Simmonds said. “We’re 
a close-knit team here, and we stick up for one another.” 

Keefe views these skirmishes as sidebars to the real story but 
appreciates the engagement. 

“It just speaks to the spirit of the group, guys sticking together. Morgan is 
a leader on the team,” Keefe said. “That’s not his job necessarily, but in 
that moment, that’s what it calls for. Showing up is the biggest part for 
your teammates.” 

What does Woll’s extension mean? 

The Maple Leafs announced a three-year contract extension for their 
pending free agent goalie. 

He goes by the name Joseph Woll, and with a cap-friendly ($766,667 
AAV) deal that runs through 2024-25, he now has longer job security 
than any netminder in the Leafs system. 

“Congrats, Joe!” Mitch Marner said upon having the news broken to him 
in a scrum. “He came in with great pride and stood tall for us [going 3-1 in 
the NHL when Mrazek was injured]. It’s well deserved. He’s a 
hardworking kid, and we’re pretty lucky to have him for another three 
years.” 

Woll, 23, is enjoying his best season as a pro. For the first time, he has a 
winning record with the Marlies (5-2) and his save percentage has 
climbed to .911. 

No, Woll is not NHL-ready yet, but it is interesting that he’ll only be on a 
two-way deal next season. Then he’ll be on a one-way contract. 

This is an investment in development. Toronto hasn’t had a homegrown 
goalie stick in the NHL since James Reimer. 

“A player with a great attitude and he works hard, so we want guys like 
that around,” Morgan Rielly said. “Good for him. Lots of work left to do, 
but he knows that.” 

Daddy Simmonds arrives on a high 

“I’m kind of riding a high right now,” Simmonds said before the game. 

Simmonds missed Thursday’s loss to the Flames because he and wife 
Crystal welcomed their second daughter, Kapri, into the world on 
Wednesday. 

Simmonds arrived in Vancouver late Friday and was the only Leaf to hit 
the ice for an early morning skate ahead of the matinee, giddy with 
excitement. 

"It sucks watching. I hate watching. Two of my brothers live in Calgary, 
so I always get a homecooked meal, and I generally play good games 
there. Sitting in your bed watching the game, it’s a little bit unsettling, but 
obviously it was for a good reason," Simmonds said. 

Dermott’s fall to seventh defenceman 

It was not a surprise, but it was telling that when, for the first time all 
season, the Maple Leafs dressed a fully healthy lineup, Travis Dermott 
was not part of it. 

Once the promising young defenceman with the slick wheels and quick 
twitch, Dermott — still only 25 — has been surpassed by rookies 
Rasmus Sandin, 21, and Timothy Liljegren, 22. 

“You're a young guy, and you're a competitor, and you're a guy that's 
played ahead of those other players. And then, all of a sudden, you're 
not. The challenge for Travis is to remain focused on his game and what 
he can do,” Keefe said. “These are good young players that have come a 
long way. He's just got to be able to tune that kind of stuff out and just 
focus on his game. 

“He's got more to bring us in terms of consistency, and we've got to help 
him along here. But whatever else is happening around him, he can’t 
allow that to get in the way of him finding his game.” 
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Bruce, there he was… interviewing in Toronto 

Keefe acknowledged that he and the Leafs brass met with Bruce 
Boudreau when seeking a pair of new assistant coaches over the 
summer. 

“We went through that process, but it’s very clear to me that Bruce has 
proven to be a very successful head coach in the league — and that’s 
where he belongs,” Keefe said. “So, it’s good to see him get back behind 
the bench and calling the shots.” 

A onetime Leaf and lifelong fan of the club, Boudreau says he still 
watches every game Toronto plays. 

Boudreau on this edition of the team that drafted him in 1975: “Arguably 
one of the top four teams in the NHL and easily one of the top two teams 
offensively, I think, in the NHL.” 

One-Timers: The Maple Leafs have “traction” on a possible deal that 
would send Nick Ritchie and his $2.5-million cap hit out of town, Elliotte 
Friedman reports. Ritchie cleared waivers a month ago and is buried in 
the minors…. Keefe promoted Ilya Mikheyev up to Tavares’s left wing 
mid-game, dropping Kerfoot down because he thought Mikheyev had 
better legs….Kerfoot was the only Leafs forward to not register a shot…. 
Canucks had 17 giveaways. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets unable to close gap in Central Division as common 
theme hurts team again 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

February 12, 2022, 9:43 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- Perhaps it was fitting that Pierre-Luc Dubois was joking 
earlier in the day about becoming a Motley Crue expert during his five-
day quarantine after testing positive for COVID-19. 

This isn’t a story about concerts attended, a favourite album or even the 
biopic, The Dirt, that Dubois admitted to watching three times while 
binge-watching Netflix and waiting to rejoin his teammates as he waited 
to come out of the NHL’s COVID-19 protocols. 

But if you’re at all familiar with the hair metal band, it’s nearly impossible 
not to think of a particular song from the Decade of Decadence album 
after the Winnipeg Jets lost 4-3 in overtime to the Dallas Stars on Friday 
night in Texas. 

On an evening where urgency was built in for a proverbial four-point 
game against a team the Jets were chasing in the Central Division 
standings, a familiar theme once again emerged. 

Good, but just not quite good enough. 

There were plenty of examples of sound, structured play, sprinkled in 
with some costly mistakes that ended up in the back of the net at 
inopportune times. 

There were two goals allowed in a span of 56 seconds, but also a pair of 
rallies to get the game to extra time to secure a point - including a goal 
from Mark Scheifele with the goalie on the bench in favour of an extra 
attacker with 31.9 seconds to go in regulation time. 

In most cases, circumstances like that would lend to a team feeling pretty 
good about securing even a single point. 

Of course there is value in any point earned at this stage of the 
proceedings, but it’s impossible not to view the final outcome as a bit of a 
missed opportunity. 

For the Jets, allowing the Stars to walk away with two after Jason 
Robertson scored in overtime only made life more difficult and reduced 
the already slim margin for error. 

A regulation win for Winnipeg would have allowed the Jets to pull within 
three points of the Stars while holding a game in hand. 

Instead, the Jets face a six-point gap and are once again left to wonder 
what might have been. 

That’s been a far-too-common refrain for this group. 

For a good chunk of the contest, the Jets were committed defensively. 

However, they had a sequence that featured an overly aggressive pinch 
in the neutral zone that led to an odd-man rush and a back-check that 
started with gliding in a chase position and ended up revving up a touch 
too late. 

And giving up those two goals in 56 seconds changed the complexion of 
the game. 

There were Jets goals scored from Scheifele (his 12th) and Dubois (his 
19th) that would be considered as coming from primary sources and 
there was a complementary marker provided by Jansen Harkins as well. 

The lack of secondary scoring has been well-documented and must be 
on the rise if the Jets are to try and work themselves back into contention 
during the stretch drive. 

Dubois didn’t miss a beat in his return to the Jets lineup, providing a 
physical presence and making things happen all over the ice. 

After starting on the third line, Dubois was back with familiar running 
mate Kyle Connor during the second period. 

In addition to his goal, Dubois had a sneaky one-handed redirection that 
nearly went in, finishing with six shots on goal, nine shot attempts and 
adding five hits. 

Pretty impressive stuff for a guy who didn’t even have a suit with him on 
the road trip because COVID-19 prevented him from returning to 
Winnipeg after vacationing in New York during the NHL All-Star break. 

That goal from Harkins translated into a promotion with Dubois and 
Connor and subsequent bump in ice time during the second and third 
periods. 

It also resulted in a minor demotion for Cole Perfetti, who made a smart 
drop pass on that Harkins goal but finished with just over 11 minutes of 
ice time - his lowest total since Jan. 6, when he returned to the NHL 
lineup for the first time in nearly three months. 

This wasn’t an indictment on the performance of Perfetti, it was a nod to 
Harkins, who was using his speed and creativity effectively and also 
disrupting things by forechecking tenaciously. 

Before the game was over, Perfetti moved onto the third line with Adam 
Lowry and Andrew Copp. 

This wasn’t a punishment for poor play by any stretch of the imagination, 
it’s simply part of the learning process and Perfetti could see a return to 
an enhanced role as early as Saturday night when the Jets face the 
Nashville Predators in what will be the third of five consecutive games 
against Central Division opponents. 

Perfetti is up to 14 NHL games this season and his assist was another 
example of his vision and ability to draw a defender to him to help 
expand the shooting lane for Harkins. 

A similar storyline unfolded on defence, as Ville Heinola took 15 shifts for 
11:30 of ice time. 
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While splitting time with Neal Pionk (also coming out of Covid-19 protocol 
after missing Tuesday’s game) and Dylan DeMelo, Heinola managed to 
finish with five shots on goal (giving him 11 during his past two outings). 

You can see Heinola’s confidence growing, especially with the puck on 
his stick and he’s taking important steps forward in his development 
process. 

There will be times in the not-too-distant future when Heinola is tapped 
on the shoulder a bit more often with the game on the line when the Jets 
are playing from behind and looking for an equalizer. 

He’s up to six games this season and still hasn’t played the equivalent of 
a quarter of an NHL season in his career (19 total spread over three 
seasons), so there will still be some hiccups to work through. 

That comes with the territory for any 20 year old, but the potential in 
Heinola's game is shining through more and more and that should serve 
both the Jets and the player well over the final 38 games of the regular 
season. 

For all of the talk about the Jets needing to win three of five games (or 
maybe even slightly better) over eight consecutive blocks to chase down 
the Anaheim Ducks (or Los Angeles Kings) in the race for the second 
wild card berth, that point will be moot unless they find a way to pass the 
Stars (who sit fifth in the Central and are currently ninth in the Western 
Conference). 

In the short term, Jets interim head coach Dave Lowry must now decide 
whether to go right back with goalie Connor Hellebuyck on Saturday in a 
pivotal game with the Predators or to turn to Eric Comrie, who was 
excellent in his last start against the St. Louis Blues. 

Lowry wasn’t ready to tip his hand when asked by reporters in Dallas 
what the plan was going to be, noting only that both goalies would be 
available. 

Since Hellebuyck is feeling refreshed coming out of the NHL All-Star 
break and the Jets are going to play four games in six days next week 
(including games on consecutive days against the Minnesota Wild and 
Seattle Kraken on Wednesday and Thursday), don’t be surprised to see 
the workhorse have his number called once again. 
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TSN.CA / Marner not losing sleep over end of goal streak 

 

Mark Masters 

4-5 minutes 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a media availability on Saturday afternoon in Vancouver.  

Mitch Marner saw his goal streak come to an end on Thursday, but not 
from a lack of trying. He fired a career high 10 shots on net against the 
Flames.  

"Our line did a pretty good job of gathering shots and getting around the 
net and getting opportunities and sometimes it just doesn't fall for you," 
the winger said. 

Marner had scored in eight straight since returning from the COVID 
protocol. 

"It's definitely a hard thing to do and you have to get pretty lucky," he 
said. "I was pretty happy with how our line was playing on the offensive 

side [Thursday] night, being around the net and all over the puck. No real 
quit in our group." 

Auston Matthews matched a season high by putting eight shots on net in 
the loss. Toronto's top line was finally rewarded when Michael Bunting 
scored in the third period.   

Wayne Simmonds got an early wake-up call on Wednesday from his 
pregnant wife.   

"It's pretty crazy," he said. "I went to sleep and got woken up at five in the 
morning by my wife and she said it was go time. So, we got to the 
hospital around 7:30 and after that it was me supporting mom and 
waiting for our angel to come." 

Daughter Kapri was born shortly thereafter. It's Simmonds' second child.  

Simmonds missed Wednesday's practice, Thursday's game and Friday's 
practice before rejoining the team late last night. He skated on Saturday 
morning.  

"I feel pretty good," the 33-year-old said. "I'm not too worried about that 
aspect. I'm kind of riding a high right now. I'm looking forward to playing 
this game."   

Jake Muzzin seemed a bit rusty as he returned to the Leafs lineup on 
Thursday. Muzzin was on the ice for three goals against while his 
partner, Justin Holl, was on for four Flames goals.  

"I thought he was fine," Keefe said of Muzzin. "One thing that stands out 
is how great our penalty kill was. Jake helps us a great deal there. We 
got four minor penalties in the first period and we found our way through 
that." 

Muzzin leads the Leafs in shorthanded ice time per game this season 
(2:38).  

"What he does on the penalty kill is massive," said Marner. "Just the 
vocalness he brings." 

Muzzin's voice is also important inside the dressing room.  

"He brings a presence," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "In the room, he 
brings that experience and just his presence. It’s hard to explain with 
guys like that, but you can just feel when he’s around."  

Muzzin missed seven games after suffering a concussion on Jan. 15.  

Before getting hired as Canucks head coach midway through this 
season, Bruce Boudreau spoke to Keefe and the Leafs about a vacant 
assistant position in Toronto.  

"We chatted a little bit," Keefe said. "He didn't have a job and we were 
looking for guys and we went through that process. He's proven to be a 
very successful head coach in the league and it's clear that's where he 
belongs. It was good to see him get back behind the bench and be 
calling the shots." 

Vancouver is 13-6-4 since Boudreau took over in early December.  

"It seems like they have great energy around them," Keefe observed. 
"They got a goaltender that's giving them a chance to win every time he's 
in the net. They have great players who, if you make mistakes, they 
make you pay." 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 02.13.2022 

 


